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We will print several thou- 
sand surplus copies of the 
CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE & 
APPENDIX, for the purpose 
of furnishing complete sets to 
all who may subscribe for 
them within a reasonable time 
—say, by the 20th of January 
neyt, 

The Appendix, which is to 
be made up principally of long 
speeches, written out by the 
members themselves, will not 
be printed for a week or tem 
days to come,as no lomg speech 
has yet beem made at this ses- 
sion of Congress. Hmeeed, so 
little has yet becm dome in Cor- 
gress, that we have mot been 
able to print the first number 
of the Congressional Globe as 
soom as we expected. 


CATE ALN EN, STII LS TEET SA 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, DECEMBER 6, 1841, 


Tne second session of the Twenty-seventh Con- 
gress convened to-day, in conformity with the Con- 
stitution of the United States. Tae Presinenr of 
the Senate took his seat at the hour of 12 o'clock. 
Tae following Senators were in attendance, viz: 

MAINE. 
Mr. Evans. 
VERMONT. 
Nr. PHELPS. 
MASSACHUSETTS, 


Mr. Witirams, 
Mr. PRENTISS, 
Mr. Batss. 


Mr. Sx1TH, 


CONNECTICUT. 
Mr. HuntTincton. 
NEW YORK. 
Mr, TALLMADGE. 
NEW JERSEY. 


Mr. Waicat, 


Mr. SouTnakp. - 
PENNSYLVANIA 


Mr. BUCHANAN, Mr. STURGEON. 
DELAWARE. 

Afr, BAYARD, Mr. CLAYTON. 
MARYLAND. 

Mr. Kear. 


VIRGINIA. 
Mr. ARCHER. 
NORTH CAROLINA. 


Mr. Manaud 
LOUISIANA. 


Mr. Rives, 


Mr. GRAHAM, 


Mr. MOUTON. 
KENTUCKY, 
Mr, Cuay. 
Ole 
Mr. ALUEN, Mr. Tarran. 
INDIANA. 
Min Sauiri, Mr. Waite. 
ILLINOIS, 


Mr. McRonerrs. 
MISSOURI. 
Mr. BENTON. 
ARKANSAS, 


Mir. Younc, 
Mr. Linx, 


Mr. FULTON. 


MICHIGAN. 
Mr. PORTER. 
On motion of Mr. BAYARD, 
Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate ac- 
quaint the House of Representatives that a quorum 


of the Senate is in attendance, and ready to pro- 
ceed to business. 

On motion of Mr. KERR, 

Resolved, That each Senator be supplied during 
the present session with thrée such newspapers, 
printed in the United States, as he may choose, 
provided that the same be furnished at the usual 
rate for theannual charge for such newspapers; 
and provided, that if any Senator shall choose to 
take any newspaper other than daily papers, he 
shall be supplied with as many such papers as 
shall not exceed the price of three daily papers. 

A message was received from the House, in- 
forming the Senate that there was a quorum of 
that body in attendance, and ready to proceed to 
business, That a committee of three had been ap- 
pcinted on the part of the Heuse to join such com- 
mittee as might be appointed on the part of the 
Senate to wait on the President of the United 
States, and inform him that quorums of beth 
Houses of Congress were in attendance, prepared 
to transact business, and receive any communica- 
tions he might be pleased to transmit; when, 

On motion of Mr. BAYARD, the PRESI- 
pent of the Senate was directed io name two to 
constitute the committee on the part of the Senate, 
in conformity with the above message; when 
Messrs. Bavakp and Bares were named by the 
PRESIDENT. 


On motion of Mr. TALLMADGE, | 


The Senate then adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, December 7, 1841. 


At 12 o'clock the SPEAKER called the Honse | 
to order, and the roll was called, when the following 


gentlemen answered to their names: 
MAINE. 
Nathan Clifford Nathaniel S. Littlefield 
Wm. ©. Fessenden , Benjamin Ranca'l. 
NEW HAMPSHIRE. 
Charles G. Atherton Ira A. Eastman 
Edmund Burke John R. Reding. 
MASSACHUSETTS. 
Jobn Quincy Adams Caleb Cushirg 
Nathanie! B. Borden Charles Hadson 
George N. Briggs William Parmenter 
Barker Burnell Robert C. Winthrop. 
William B. Calhoun 
RHODE ISLAND. 
Robert B, Cranston J. L. Tillizghast. 
CONNECICUT, 
William W. Boardman Truman Smith 
John H. Brockway Joseph Trambvll 
Thomas B. Osborne Thomas W, Williams. 
VERMONT. 
William Slade 
Augustus Yourg. 


Horace Everett 
Hiland Hail 
John Maitocks 


NEW 


Alfred Babcock 
Daniel D. Barnard 
Bernard Blair 

Samuel S. Bowne 
David P. Brewster 
‘Limothy Childs 
Thomas C. Crittenden 
John C. Clark 

Staley N. Clarke 
James G Clinton 


-R chard D. Davis 
| Andrew W. Doig 


Millard iimore 
Charles A. Floyd 
Johu G. Floyd 


JORK A 

A. Lawrence Foster 
Soth M. Gate 
Samuel G t 
Francis Granger 
Jacob Houck, jr. 
Hiram P. Hunt 
Archibæd L. Linn 
Samuel Partridge 
Lewis Riggs 
James 1. Racseveit 
John Sanford 
Aaron Ward 
Fernando Wool 
Jobn Young 


NEW JERSEY. 


John B. Ayerigg 
William Halsted 
John P. B. Maxwell 


Joseph F. Rasdo:ph 


Charles C. Stratton 


Thomas Jenss Yorke 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


Henry W. Beesoa 
Benjamin A. Bidlack 
Charles Brown 
James Cooper 
Joseph Fornance 


George M. Keim 
Joseph Lawrence 


Albert G. Marchand 


Peter Newhard 
Arnold Plumer 


| 
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ł 


i 
fi 


i 
it 


|| 


| 


` -PENNSYLVANIA—Continued. 


James Gerry 
Thomas Henry 


~~ 


Robert Ramsey 
‘William Simonton 


James Irvin. . John Snyder. o 
William W. Irwin George W. Toland 
William Jack John Westbrook 
Francis James : 
DELAWARE. ~ 
George B. Rodney. 
MARYLAND. ; 
William Cost Johnson Augustus R. Sollers 
John P. Kennedy James W. Williams. ` 
Alexander Randall 
VIRGINIA. -_ 
Richard W. Barton Edmund W. Hubard 
John M. Botts Cuthbert Powell 
Walter Coles William Smith 


Thomas W. Gilmer 
William L. Goggin 
William O. Goode 
William A. Harris 
Samuel L. Hays. 
George W. Hopkins 


NORTH CAROLINA, — 


Green W. Caldwell 
John R. J. Daniel 
Edmund Deberry 
James Grabam 
Kenneth Rayner 


Lewis Steenrod 
Alexander H. H. Stuart 
George W. Summers 
John Taliaferro 

Henry A. Wise. 


Augustine H, Shepperd. 
Edward Stanly — 
William H. Washington 
Lewis Williams. 


SOUTH CAROMNA. 
R. Barnwell Rhett. 


GEORGIA. y 
Rich, W. Habersham James A. Meriwether 
KENTUCKY, 


Landaf W. Andrews 


Lisn Boyd 
William 0. Builor 
Garrett Davis 
Bryan Y. Owsley 
Jchn Pope 


James ©. Sprigg 
Johi B. Thompson 
Philip Triplett 

Joseph R. Underwood 
John White, Speaker, 


TENNESSEE, 


Thomas D Arnold 
Aaron V. Brown 
Milton Brown 


| William B. Car pbell 
Thomas J, Campbell 


Robert Le Caruthers 
Meredith P. Gentry 


‘| Sherleck J. Andrews 


Benjamin S. Cowen 
Ezra Dean 
William Doan 
Joshua R. Giddirgs 
Patrick G. Gcode 
Samson Marcon 
Joshua Mathiot 
James Mathews 


Cave Jehnson . 
Abraham McClellan 
Hopkins L. Turney, 
Harvey M. Watter:oa 
Joseph L Williams 
Chrisv’r H. Williams: i 


ONTO. 

Williem Medill 

Calvary Morris 
Jeremiah Morrcw 
Wa'baniel G. Pendleton 
Joseph Ridgway i 
Samuel Stokely 

George Sweney 

Joha B. Weller. 


LOUISIANA. 
Jobn Moore. 
INDIANA, eae 
Richard W., Thompson 
David Wallace 


John B. Dawson 


Andrew Kennedy 
Henry S, Lare 
George H. Profit 
ILLINOIS 
Zadek Casey John T. Stuart 
John Reşnoids f 
ALABAMA. i 
George 8, Ticasion Wiliam W. Payne- 


MISSOURI 
John Miller. 
ARKANSAS. ' 
Edward Cross. 
MICHIGAN. 
Jaecb M. Howard. 
FLORIDA. 
David Levy. 
WISCONSIN, 
Henry Dodges 
IOWA. 
Augustus C. Dodge, 
Mr. REYNOLDS of Illinois informed the 
Speaxer that Gen. Henry Donar, the newly eect- 
ed Delegate from the Territory of Wisconsin, was. 


okn C. Edwards 


ad 


in. attendance, 


and moved that the usual oath be 
a iministered to biin. oe ee Se oe 
Mr. DODGE was accordingly qualified, and 


‘took his seat. ° : 


On motion by Mr. FILLMORE, - 

The Hon. Francis Granger, elected a Repre- 
sentative from the Siate of New York, to supply 
the vacancy cccasioned by the resignation of the 
Hon. Mr. GREIG, was qualified, and took his seat. 

A message was received from the Senate by Mr. 
Dicks; their Secretary; stating that a quorum of 
that body had assembled, and were ready to pro- 
ceed to business... soe ` 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland rose and stated’ 
trat his name stood on the list of one of the mest 
i aportant committees of the last session—ths Com- 
snittcee on Public Lands; and, as the important 
measure which he had most at heart. had been 
passed upon, in the enactment of the Land bill, he 
hoped the Speager would omit his name in filling 
up that committee for this session. There was an- 
other measure in which he took an equal. interest, 
and that was the establishment of a national foun- 
dry. “He gave notice that ke would take the ear- 
liest opportunity of moving for a select committee 
to take that subject into consideration. 

-While up, Mr, J. said, he would make an effort, 
he knew not whether it would be seceessfal or nor, 
but he would at all events make the effort, to enable 


. the House at once to proceed to an organization, 


aid the fransaetion of the public business. For 
which purpose he would offer a resolution provid- 
ing that the rules and orders of the 26th Congress 
be adopted as the rules and orders of this Congress 
tiil otherwise altered or changed by the Honse. 
He made this motion in order to suit the various 
interests in the House, and he hoped that there 
would be no opposition to its adoption. He knew 
taat the minority were very much opposed to the 
one hour rule, and that there were many other rules 
of the last session tò which many gentlemen enter- 
tained serious objections. 

Mr. J. then submitted the followirg: 

Resolved, That the Rules of the Twenty-sixth 
Congress, as they. were at the close of the said Con. 
gress, be the Rules and Orders of ‘this Congress 
until others are adopted. 

Mr. ADAMS said that he had an amendinent to 
offer, which, 1f adopted, would enatle him to vote 
for the resolution of the gentleman from Maryland. 
He was perfectly willing to adopt the rules and or- 
ders of the House as they stood at the close of the 
26th Congress, with the exception of the 21st rate, 
and he had already drawn up a resolution to that 
effect, which he would now offer as an amendmen! 
to the motion of the gentleman from Maryland. 
The motion of the gentleman was, however, some. 
what indefinite; for the rules and orders of the 26h 
Congress having undergone several changes, were 
not such at the close of the session as they were at 
the commencement, and he proposed, therefere, in 
his amendment, that the rules, as they existed at 
the clase of the session should be ia force, with the 
exception, however, of the Qist rule. It was 
known that on the last day of the last session the 
committee appointed at an early part of it tore- 
vise the rules, had made a report, but that 
report was not read, nor acted upon. He 
He took it for granted, though, that it would be 
taken up ard asied npon soon; but until that was 
done, he was perfectly wiling to adopt the rules 
existing at the close of the 26th Congress, Jeaviz g 
out the 21st rule. He would farther siate that this 
Qist rule was expressly disclaimed by three distizat 
votes of th: Efouse “at the last session. My. A, 
then offered the following: 

Resolved, That the 
transaction of business i 
tives ip foree at Lae el 
the 26th Co: 3; 
House, be, ard are he 
ther order of the Eiouse. 

[The following i: 
Apams objected: 

21st Rule. No petitio i 
other paper, preying i } very in 
the District of Columbia, or any Stace or Territory, 
or the slave trade between the States or Territories 
cf the United States in which i: now exists, shall 


presema 
ion of 


rol 
rma 


, 10 which Mr, 
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be received by this House, or entertained in asy 
way-whatever.} = <0 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland then modified his 
résolution §0 as to read, “the rules and orders of 
the 26 h Congress, as they existed at. the close of 
the last session of it.” He weuld say one word only 
in relation to the difficulty presented by the gen- 
tleman from Magesachusetis. The course pur- 
sued at the last session in relation to Abo'ition pe- 
titions which were embraced in the 21st rile, va- 
ried very little from. the course pursued under the 
rules of the 26h Congress; because these petitions, 
in a great many cases, were presented without be- 
ing received; the question of reception having been 
raised, and that question laid on the table. Thus 
the practical operation of the rules of the last ses- 
Sion. was, that none of these petitions were, in fact, 
received, There was. then, no material difference 
between the practical operation of the rules of the 
last session and the results of the motion he offered. 
His proposition was, that these rules should: only 
be in force until the report of the Committee on the 
Rules was taken up and disposed of. 


Mr. ADAMS replied that the gentleman was 


somewhat incorrect in his statement. The rule of 
the last session the gentleman referred to, was ex- 
tended to all petitions whatever, as well as to Abo- 
lition petiions--with the exception. of petitions on 
the subject of the Bankrupt law, and on ‘such sub- 
jects as were referred to in the Presidents message; 
all petitions shared the same fate. He repeated 
that the House did three times distinetly disclaim 
the 21st role. 

‘Mr. FILLMORE called for the reading of Mr. 
Apams’s amendment, and it was read. 

Mr. FILLMORE said that it was indispensable 
that this question should be settled; but the difficulty 
appeared to bé as to the best mode of settling it, 
He had hoped that the House would be brought 
under the control of settled rules before any debate 
on this question arose. He was unwilling to take 
all the rules of the 26th Congress without discus- 
sion, and equally unwilling to go intoa debate on 
tbis exciting question without rules. He would 
prefer the adoption of some temporary rule, and to 
make that subject the order of the day for every 
day until disposed of, . 

Mr. STANLY, after some remarks, submitted 
the following amendment, and moved the previous 
question on it: 

Resolved, That thé rules adopted by this House 
at the last session, be the rules for the government 
of this House for fifteen days, unless others shall 
be adopted before the expiration of that time. 

Resolved, That the report of the Committee on 
Rutes, made near the clove of the last session, be 
printed for the use o” this House, and made the 
special order of the day for to-morrow and for 
each succeeding day until the same is disposed of, 

Mr. PROFFIT observed that he saw no such se. 
rious objections to going intoa discussion of the 
2st rule. 

Mr, ADAMS inquire? if the motion for the pre- 
vious question was in order, ; 

The SPEAKER replied, that inthe absence of 
rules, the parliamentary law wasin force, and ün- 
der it the previous question might be called, 

Mr. PROFFIT asked if the motion for the 
previous question was debatable, 

“The SPEAKER replied, that it was to a limited 
extent. 

Mr. PROFFITT. Well, sir, in a limited man- 
ner, T will preceed to show why the previous ques- 
tion ought not to prevail. He had heard, Mr. P. 
said, one gentleman object to the Sist rule, who 
as willing to take all the other rales of the Twen- 

x ress. He had heard another gen- 

an propose fifteen days ‘or the adopʻion of 

the rates cf the last session, daring which time all 
petitions of every kind were to be excluded; and 
heh 2 heard that soms excliement might be 
ted fa the discussion of the gestion, 


apprehended 
Now he was opscsed to the Previcus question, be- 
cause be deemed it not only unconstitutional, but 
unjust, for members to be called spon to vote wilh- 
ont being permitted to express their sentiments on 
the question they were voting on. He S2W no rea- 
son why the merits of the QIst ruje should not be 
discussed; and if any excitement should be the con- 


sequence of such discussion, why let the responsibi- 
lity rest on those who would thrust Abolition peti- 
tions upon the House. j 
The SPEAKER here called Mr. P. to order, 
Mr. PROFFIT coniended that he was proceed- 
ing in order. He found, he said, laid on his table, 
with broad lines drawn round it, a cireular, eal!- 
ing on those to whom it was addressed to be at 
‘their posis on the first.day of the session, to. meet 
this question, and saying that it was the important 
‘question of thesession, He mentioned this fact to 
show, that there was an organized Abolition } arty 
in this country, who Had their agents here to go 
round the house and dictate to its members. ` 
_, The SPEAKER here called Mr. P. to order for 
‘frrelevancy, and he-took his. seat. . 
Mr. ADAMS here said that he objected to the 
previous question as moved by the gentleman from 
-Norih Carolina, because in the absence: of rules 
the previous question could not be reccgnised in 
that House. He objected also to the amendment 


`of the. gentleman from North Carolina, because 


under: it; all petitions of every nature whatever 


would be.exciuded for fifteen days. 


Mr. PROFFIT here interrupted Mr. Anams, and 
Stated ‘that he considered himself entitled to the 
floor; that he believed himself to be proceeding in 
order when interrupted by the SPEAKER, and asked 
in what pariicular the Sazaxer deemed him to be 
out of order. Oe ap 

The SPEAKER replied that he had called the 
gentleman to order for irrelevancy. 

Mr: PROFFIT appealed from the decision of the 
Chair. . 

The SPEAKER asked him to 
of his appeal. | 

Mr. PROFFIT said that he was not transgress- 
ing the strictest limits of order while he was pro- 
ceeding to show that the previous question ought 
not to be sustained. He was showing the reasons 
the subject ought to be discussed; and one of 
them was, that there was an organized Abolition 
party, who had its committees in attendance to wait 
round this hall, and aid in carrying out its designs. 

The SPEAKER said that the gentleman from 
Indiana was out of order, because, instead of con- 
fining himself to the propriety of the previcus 
auction he had gone off into the question of Abo= 

ition. 

Mr. PROFFIT then withdrew his appeal, 

Mr. ADAMS then appealed from the decision 
cf the Chair, that the previous question was in 
order in the absence of written rales of proceed- 
ing. The previous question, he said, was an arti- 
ficial process, adopted by an express rule, without 
which it was of no efficacy. The parliamentary 
law was not, in his opinion, in force in that House, 

The SPEAKER stated that, in the absence of 
written rules, it had in all cases been the practice 
cf the House of Representatives to be governed 
by the Lex Parliamenteria, in which the previous 
question was recognised; and that, in cases pre- 
cisely analogous to the present, the previous ques- 
tion had been moved, recognised, and put, in the 
Hous:; and that he should therefore receive the 
motion fer the previous question, 

Mr. ADAMS denied that the parliamentary law 
was in force in that House, and appealed from 
the decision of the Chair, calling for the yeas and 
ee on the appeal, which were accordingly or- 

ered, 

Mr. GILMER inguired by what authority the 
parliamentary law of Eoziand was in foree in that 
House. He wanted to know whether the parlia- 
meniary law, derived frora the previous history 
of the British Perliament, was to be adopted 
here. If it was an open question he would voie 
against it. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland said that if beun- 
derstood the parliamentary law, which the Speaker 
had decided to be in force, the question would first 
be taken on his motion. 

Mr. EVERETT offered some remarks which 
Were not sufficiently understood by the Repoiter to 
enable him to give them. 

Mr. CUSHING thought that some misapprehen- 
sion might exist as to the merits Of the question, in 
consequence of the manner in which his colleague 
had stated it, The case was simply this. Was 


State the grounds 


+ 


' to, avoid. 


that House now governed by Parliamentary law, 
what was that law, and under its application what 
shcald be the form of the previous question. There 
must be, in bis opinion, a Parliamentary law of 
some kind, otherwise the House must be governed 
by the arbitrary will of the Speaker—a state of 
, things which he was sure the Speaker was anxious 
Without undertaking to say what the 
Parliamentary law was, whether the decisions of 
the British Parliament or the previous decisions of 
this House or both tegether, he would assume that 
there was a Parliamentary law of some kind, and 
wond, therefore, vote to sugtain the decision of the 
Chair. 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN observed that, before 
he would be willing to be governed by the Parlia- 
mentary law, he wanted to know where it was to 
be found. The gentleman from Massachusetts 
saic that, if there was no Parliamentary law, they 
must be governed by the arbitrary will of the 
Speaker. Now, he would prefer being governed 
by the arbitrary decisions of thay House. If, ex 
necessitate, there must be a Parliamentary law, he 
would prefer taking the laws of their predecessors 
~those which prevailed at the last seszion—to 
being governed by the laws of the British 
Parliament. He was opposed to the previous ques- 
tion. He was for free discussicn, and he would 
remind the House that it was the denial of the right 
of being heard that had occasioned their greatest 
difficuliies. If he was to be driven, forced, gagged, 
and compelled tu vot: on this or that question, with- 
out the privilege of being heard, ke for one would, 
like all obstinate people, pull back. 

Mr. WISE said he foresaw that if this debate 
was continued, it would cut off ail the other basi- 
ness of the House. He hoped gentlemen would, 
by general consent, agree to appoint a committee, 
in conjanction with the committee of the Senate, 
to wait on the President and inform him that the 
two Houses are organized and ready to receive 
any communication he may make. 

Mr. BRIGGS suggested to the gentleman from 
Virginia to modify his motion, so as to send a mes- 
sage to the Senate, informing that body of the or- 
ganiza.ion of the House, and of the sppointmeent 
of a Joint Committee to wait on the President. 

Mr. WISE having accepted of the modification, 
the resolution as modified was adopted, and 
Messrs. Wise, Bricos, and Ciirrorp, were ap- 
peinted the committee cn the part of the House. 

The question was then taken on the. appeal cf 
Mr. Apams, and the decision of the Chair was sus- 
tained—-yeas 147, nays 17, as follows: 

YE4S.—Messrs. Landaf W. Andrews, S. 
J. Andrews, Arnold, Athe:ten, Ayerigg, Babcock, 
Barnard, Barion, Beeson, Bidiack, Blair, Board- 
man, Botts, Bowne, Bord, Bewster, Briggs, 
Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, Barke, W. O. 
Butler, Calhoun, Willian B. Campbell, Thomas 
J. Campbell, Caruthers, Casey, Childs, Chittenden, 
Clark, Clarke, Ci:fford, Clinton, Cooper, Cowen, 
Cranzton, Cushing, Daniel, Garrett Davis, Daw- 
soa, Dean, Deberry, Doig, Eastman, Edwards, 
Everett, Fessenden, Filmore, Charles A, Fioy?, 
Fornance, A. Lawrence Foster, Génuy, Gerry, 
Giddings, Goggin, Patrick G. Goode, Wiiliam O. 
Goode, Graham, Granger, Haber-ham, Hall, Hal- 
sed, Harris, Henry, Hopkins, Hubard, Hndsen, 
Hunt, Irvir, Irwin, Jack, James, Cave Johnson, 
Keim, John P. Kennedy, Lane. Lawrence, Linn, 
Marchand, Samson Mason, Mathio!, Ma‘hews, 
Mattocks, Maxwell, Miller, Moore, Morris, Mor- 
row, Newhard, Osborne, Owsley, Parmenter, Par- 
tridge, Pendleton, Plumer, Powell, Ramsay, Benj. 
Randall, Alexander Randall, Randolph, Ra; ner, 
Reding, Reynolds, Rhett, Ridgway, Riggs, Roč- 
ney, Roosevelt, Sanford, Sheppe rd, NONION, 
Slade, Truman Smith, Snyder, Sollers, Stanly, 
Steenrod, Stokely, Siratton, Alex. H. H, Swart, 
John T. Stuart, Summer, Sweney, Taliaferro, 
John B. Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, Til- 
linghast, Toland, Triplert, Trambail, Turney, Un- 
derwood, Wallace, Ward, Washington, Watter- 
son, Weller, Westbroek, Thomas W. Williams, 
James W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Christopher 
H. Wiliiams, Joseph L. Williams, Winthrop, 
Wood, Yorke, and Augustus Young—147. 

NAYS—Messrs, Adams, Borden, C. Brown, 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Burnell, Green W. Caldwell, Coles, Richard D. 
Davis, John G. Floyd, Gates, Gilmer, Gordon, 


Hays, Houck, Howard, William Cost Johnson, | 


Andrew Kennedy, and Abraham McClellan—17. 

A message was received from the Senate by Mr. 
Dickens, their Seerctary, stating that that body 
had concorred in the joint resolution of the House 
for the appointment of a committee to wait on the 
President, and that they had appointed Messrs. 
Bayarp and Bares as the committee on their part. 

The question then came up on Mr. Sranty’s 
amendment—when 

Mr. ATHERTON observed that if the amend- 
ment prevailed, it would, while in operation, pre- 
clude all petitions except those on tke subjects 
embraced in the President’s message of the last 
session. In addition to what had. been said by the 


Senator from Massachusetts, that it would deprive 
the people of the United States of the right of pe- 


tition for fifteen days, he would observe that the 
rule referred to. was only to be considered in force 
for the last session. Mr. A. called for the reading 
of the rule, and it was read as follows: 

(“Upon the presentaticn of petitions, and other 
papers.on subjects not specially referred to the con- 
sideration. of the House in the message of the Pre- 
sident at the opening of the present extra session, 
objection to the reception shall be considered as 
made, and the question of reception shall be laid 
on the table—his rule to be considered only in 
force during the present session. Petitions aud 
other papers for or against a bankrupt law, to be 


excepted from the operation of this rule. The ac- | 


tion of all committees on al! subjects not specially 


referred to the consideration of the House in the | 


message of the President, shall be suspended during 
the present sessioa—this suspension not to apply to 
business before the Committees of Elections, of 
Ways and Means, on Accounts, and on Mileage; 
nor, if the House shall so determine, to the subject 
of a general bankrupt law.”] 

The question was then taken on Mr. Stanty's 


| amendmen’; and it was rej cted—yeas 83, nays 86, 


as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs Landaf W. Andrews, Sherlock 
J. Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg, Babceck, Barnard, 
Barton, Bia'r, Boardman, Botts, Milton Brown, 
Calhoun, Wiiliam B. Campbell, Taos. J. Camp- 


bell, Caruthers, Casey, Childs, Chittenden, John | 
C. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, Cowen, Cranston, | 


Cushing, Garrett Davis, Deberry, Fessenden, Fill- 
more, A. Lawrence Foster, Gentry, Goggin, P. G. | 
Goode, Graham, Habersham, Hall, Halsted, Hed- : 
son, Hant, James Irvin, Joha P. Kennedy, Lane, | 
Linn, Simson Mason, Mathiot, Maxwell, Meri- | 
wether, Moore, Morrow, Ovslev, Partridge, Pen- : 
dleton, Pope, Powell, B. Randai!, Alex. Randall, | 
Rando!ph, Ridgway, Rodney, Snepperd, Siade, | 
Truman Smith, Stanly, Stokely, Stratton, Alex.H. | 
H. Stuart, John T. Stuart, Summers, Taliaferro, || 


John B. Thompson, Richard W. Tsompson, Ti 


linghas‘, Toland, Triplett, Underword, Wallace, | 
iams, Lewis Wile, 


Washbingten, Thomas W. Wali 
liams, Christopher H. Williams, Jos: ph L Wil 
Hans. Wintbrop, Yorke, Augustis Young, and 
John Yeung—83. 


S 


NAYs—essrs. Adams, Atherton, Beeson, Big- | 


lack, Borden, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. 
Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, Burnell, William 


O Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Clinica, Coles, `i 


Cooper, Cross. Daniel, R. D. Davis, Dawson, Dear, 
Doan, Doig, Eastman, Joho ©. Edwarcs, Everett, 
Jobn G. Fioyd, Chas. A. Fiosd, For a:ce, Gates, 
Gerry, Giddings, Gilmer, Wilham O. Goode, Gor 
don, Granger, Harris, Hays, Henry, Hopkins, 
Houck, Heuston, Howard, Hubard. Y 
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Hem W. 
Irwin, Jack, Janes, Wiliam Cost Johnson, Keim, ; 


m McCilian, 
edi, Miller, 
Parmenier, Payne, 


Ancrew Kennedy, Lawrence, Abre 
Marchand, Mathews, Mattocks, 
Morrix, Newhard, Osborne, 
Plumer, Profit, Ra: 
nolds, Rhet, Riggs, Rooseve 


d, Simenton, 


Sayder, Soiers, Swenred, Swener, Trumbull, 
Ey > “eer. 7: ae A 
Tarney, Ward, Waterson, Weicr, Westbrook, 


James W. Wiliams, and Wocd—86. 
The question was then taken cn Mr. Apams's 
amendment; and it was aiso rejected —yeas 


nays 87, as follows: i 
YEaS—Messrs. Adams, S. J. Andrews, Ay- 


per, Reding, Rey- `i 


crigz, Babcock, Barnard, Blair; Bozrdm 
den, Botts; Bowne, Briggs, Brockway, 
Calboun, Casey, Childs, Chittenden, 
S. N. Clarke, Clinton, Cooper, Cowen, Cra 
Cushing, R. D. Davis, Doig, Everett, Kes 
Fillmore, J. G. Floyd, AH. Foster, Gat 
try, Giddings, P. G. Goode, Gordon. 
Hall, Halsted, Henry, Howard, Hads 
J. Irvin, W. W. Irwin, James, A. Ken 
rence, Linn, Littlefield, S. Mason, Matti 
toeks; Maxwell, Morris, . Morrow, Osborne, 
menter, Pariridge, Pendleton, Ramsey, B: Rardall, 
A. Randali, Randolph, Ridgway, Sanford, Simon- 
ton, Slade, T. Smith, Stokeley, Stratton, A. H. H. 
Stuart, J. T. Stuart, Tilinghast, Toland, Tram- 
bull, Underwood, Wallace, T. W. Williams, Win- 
throp, Weod, Yorke, A Young, J. Young—84. 
NAYS—Messrs. L. W. Andrews, Arnold, Ather- 
ton, Barton, Beeson, Bidiack, Boyd,. A... Ve 
Brown, M. Brown, C. Brown, Burke, W., O. But- 
ler, G. W. Caldweil, W. B. Campbell, T, J. 
Campbell, Caruthers, Clifford, Coles, Cross, Dar 
niel, G. Davis, Dawson, Dean, Deberry, . Doan; 
Eastman, Edwards, ©. A. Floyd, Gerry, Gilmer, 
Goggin, W..0. Goode, Graham, Habersham, Har- 
ris, lays, Hopkins, Houck, Hous.on,Habard, Jack, 
W.C.Jobason, C..Johnson, Keim, J.P. Kennedy, 
Lane, A. McClellan, Marchand, Matiews, Medill, 
Meriwether, Miller, Moore, Newhard, Owsley, 
Payne, Plamer, Pope, Powel), Peeffit, Rayner, 
Reding, Reynolds, Rhett, Rigas, Rodney, Shep- 
perd, Ssyder, Sollers, S:anley, Steenrod, Summers, 
Sweeney, Taliaferro, J. B. Thompsen, R. 
Thompson, Triplett, Turacy, Washingicn, Wat- 
tersen, Weller, Westbrook, Je W. Walliams, Le 
Williams. C. H. Wiliams, J. L. Williams, 
Wi-e—87. ae 
Mr. WISE, from the Joint Committee appointed 
to wait on the President of the United States, and 
inform him that quorums of the two Houses of 
Gorgress had assembled, and were ready to re- 
ceive any communication he might think proper to 
make, reported that tke commitice had performed 
the duty assigned them, and had been answered by 
the President that he would make a communication 
fo the two Houses in writing to-morrow, at twelve 
o’elock, meridian. 
Oa motion by Me WISI, 
The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Trespay, December Yih, 1841. 

The Senate met at the hour of 12 weclock. 

Mr, WOODBURY and Mr. PIERCE, of New 
Hampshire, and 

Mr. MANGUM of Nerth Carolina, 
their seats. : 

Mr. BAYARD, from the jant committee on the 
part of the Senate to wai: upon the President of | 
the United Saes, and inform him that Congress 
was organized for business, reported that that duty 
had been performed, and that the President had in- 
formed the committee he wouid this cay, at 12 
elcck, communicate to bath Houses a message in 
wiiting. Whereupon 

Am a from the President of the United 
States was received by Rosert Tyrer, eq. his pri- 
vate secretary. z 
Tae CHAIR then communicated to the Senate 
the , 


appeared in 


MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT, 
which was rea, as fi. Vows: ate 2 
To the Snae and Howse of Representatives of the 

United States: Loe an 
In coming tozether, feliow-ci''zens, to enter again 
upon the ¢ of the duties with which the 
people have charged ws, severallyy-we find great- 
zeasion to rejoice in the general prosperity of the 

- We are in the enjuyment of all the bless- 
civil and religious bberty, Wil usesampled 
merns of education, knowledge, and rovement. 
Throvgh the year which is now drawing toa close, 
peace “pas been in cur borders, and plenty in-our 
habitations; and although z visited some 
few portions of theJang Wun cistte and mortality, 
yet in general the health of the people has been 

reserved, and we are ail called upon, by the bigh- 
est obligations of duty, to renew our thanks and 
cur devotion to our Heavenly Parent, who has 


4 

‘continued to vouchsafe to us the eminent blessings 
which surround us, and who has so signally crowned 
the year with. his goodness. If we find ourselves 
inċreasing, beyond example, in numbers, in strength, 
in wealth, in knowledge, in every thing which pro- 
motes human and social happiness, let us ever re- 
member our dependence, for all these, on the pro- 
‘tection and merciful dispensations of Divine Prc- 

vidence, 
Since your last acjournment, Alexander McLeod, 
a British subject, who was indicted for the murder 
ofan American citizen, and whose case has been 
tie subject of a correspondence heretofore commu- 
Nicated to you, has been acquitted by the verdict 
of an impartial and intelligent jury, and has, under 
the judgment of the court, been regularly discharged. 
Great Britain having made known to this Go- 
vernment that the expedition which was fitted out 
from Canada for the destruction of the steamboat 
Caroline, in the winter of 1837, and which resulted 
in the destruction of said boat, and in the death of 
an American citizen, was undertaken by orders 
emanating from the authorities of the British Go- 
vernment in Canada, and demanding the discharge 
of McLeod, upon the ground that, if engaged in 
that expedition, he did but fulfil the orders of his 
Government, bas thus been answered in the only 
way in which she ceuld be answered by a Govern- 
men!, the powers of which are distributed among 
its sereral depariments by the fundamental law. 
Happily for the people of Great Britain, as well as 
those of the United States, the only’ mode by which 
an individual, arraigned for a criminal offence, be- 
fore the courts of either, can obtain his discharge, 
is by the independent action of the judiciary, and 


by proceedings equally familiar to the courts of 


both countries. 

If m Gieat Britain a power exists in the crown 
to cause to be entered a nolle prosequi, which is not 
the case with the Executive power of the United 
States upon a prosecution pending in a Siate court; 
yet there, no more than here, can the chief Execu- 
tive power rescue a prisoner from custody without 
an order of the proper tribunal directing his dis- 
charge. The precise stage of the proceedings at 
which such order may be mads, is a matier of mu- 
nicipal regulation exelusiveiy, and not to be com- 
plained of by any other Government. In cases 
of this kind, a Government becomes politically re- 
sponsible only, when its tribunals of last resort are 
shown to have rendered unjust and injurious judg- 
‘ments in matters not doubtful. To the establish- 
ment and elucidation of this principle, no nation 
has lent its authority more efficiently than Great 
Britain. Alexander McLeod having his option 
either to prosecute a writ of error from the deci- 
sion of the Supreme Court of New York, which 
had been rendered upon his application for a dis- 
charge, to the Supreme Court of the United States, 
or to submit his case to the decision of a jury, pre- 
ferred the latter, deeming it the readiest mode of 
obtaining his liberation; and the result has fally 
sustained the wisdom of his choice. The manner 
in which the issue submitted was tried, will satisfy 
the English Government that the principles of jai- 
tice will never fail to govern the enlightened deci. 
sion of an American tribunal. I cannot fail, how- 
however, to suggest to Congress the propriety, and 
in some degree the necessity, of making such Pro- 
visions by law, so far as they may constitutionally 
do so, for the removal, at their commencement, 
and at the option of the party, of all such casesas 
may hereafter arise, und which may involve the 
faithtul observance and execuiion of our intema- 
tional obligations, from tne State to the Federal 
Judiciary. This Government, by our institutions, 
is charged with the maintenance of peace and the 
preservation of amicable relations with the nation: 
of the earth, and ought to possess, without ques- 
tion, all the reasonable and proper means of main- 
taining the one and preserving he other. Whilst 
just confidence is felt in the Judiciary of the Stater, 
yet this Government ought to be competent in it- 
self for the fuifilment of the hizh duties which have 
been develved upon it under the organie law, by 
the States themselves. 

In the month of September, a party of armed 
men from Upper Canada invaded the territory of 
the United States, and forcibly seized upon the 


boos: see 
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person of one Gregan, and, under circumstances 
of great harshness, hurriedly carried him beyond 
the limits of the United Sates, and delivered him 
up to the suthorilies of Upper Canada. His im- 
mediate discharge was ordered by those authorities, 
upon the facts of the ease being brought to their 


knowledge—a course of procedure which wes to 
have been expected from a nation with whom we 


are at peace,and which was not more due to the. 


rights of the United States than to its. own regard 
for justice. The correspondence which passed be- 
tween the Department of State and the British En- 
voy, Mr. Fox, and with the Governor of Vermont, 
as scon as the facts had been made known to this 
Depariment, are herewith communicated. 

I regret that it is not in my power to make known 
to you an equally satisfactory conclusion in the 
case of the Ciroline steamer, with the circum- 
stances connected with the destruction of which, 
in December, 1837, by an armed force fitted out 
in the Province of Upper Canada, you are already 
made acquainted. No such atonementas was due 
for the public wrong done to the United States by 
this invasion of her territory, so wholly irreconcila- 
ble with her rights as an independent power, has 
yet been made. In the view taken by this Go- 
verament, the inquiry whether the vessel wasin 
the employment of those who were prosecuting an 
unauthorized war against that Province, or was 
engsged by the owner in the business of transport- 
i»g passengers to and from Navy Island in hopes 
of private gain, which was most probably the 
case, in no degree alters the real question at issue 
between the two Governments. This Govern- 
ment can never concede to any foreign Govern- 
ment the power, except in a case of the most ur- 
gent and extreme necessity, of invading its terri- 
tory, either to arrest the persons or destroy the pro- 
perty of those who may have violated the munici- 
pal laws of such foreign Government, or have 
disregarded their obligations arising under the law 
of nations, The territory of the United States must 
be regarded as sacredly secure against all such in- 
vasicns, until they shall voluntarily acknowledge 
their inability to acquit themselves of their duties 
to others. And in announcing this sentiment, I do 
but affirm a principle which no nation on earth 
would be more ready to virdicate, at all hazards, 
than the people and Government of Great Britain. 

If, upon a full investigation of all the facts, it 
shall appear tha! the owner of the Caroline was 
governed by a hostile intent, or had made com- 
mon cause with those who were in the occupancy 
of Navy Island, then, so far as heis concerned, 
there can be no claim to indemnity for the destruc. 
tion of his boat, which this Government would feel 
itself bound to prosecute—since he would have 
acted not enly in derogation of the rights of Great 
Britain, but in clear violation of the laws of 
the U: ited States; but that is a question which, 
however settled, in no maaner involves the 
higher consideration of the violation of territorial 
sovereignty and jurisdiction. ‘Fo recognise it as 
an admissible practice that each government, in 
its turn, upon any sudden and unauthorized out- 
break, which, on a frontier, the extent of which 
renders it impossible for either to have an efficient 
force on every mile of it, and which outbreak, 
therefore, neither may be able to suppress ia a day, 
may take vengeance into iis own hands, and with- 


-Out even a remonstrance, and in the absence of 


any pressing or overruling necessity, may invade 
the teriltory of the other, would inevitably lead to 
results equaily to be deplored by both. When 
border collisions come to receive the sanction, or 
to be made on the awhcrity of either Government, 
general war must be the inevitable result. While 
itis the ardent desire of the United States to culti- 
vate the relations of peace with all nations, and to 
fulfil all the duties of good neighvorkood towards 
those who possess territories adjoining their own, 
that very desire would lead them to deny the right 
of any fereign power to invade their boundary with 
an armed force. The correspondence between the 
two Governments on this subject, will, ata future 
day of your session, Le submitted to your conside- 
ration; and in the mean time, I cannot but indulge 
the hope that the British Government will see the 
propriety cf renouncing, as a rule of future action, 


the precedent which has been set in the affair at 
Schlosser. ; 

I herewi:h submit the correspondence which has 
recently taken place between the American Minis- 
ter at the Court of St. James,.Mr. Stevenson, and 
the Minister of Foreign Affairs of that Govern- 
ment, on the right claimed by that Government to 
visit and detain vessels sailing under the American 
flag, and engaged in prosecuting lawful commerce 
in the African seas, Our commercial interests in. 
that region have experienced considerable inctease, 
and have become an object of much importanee, 
and itis the duty of this Government to protect 
them against all improper and. vexatious interrup- 
tion. However desirous the United States may be 
for the suppression of the slave trade, they cannot 
consent to interpolations.into the maritime code, at 
the mere willand pleasure of other Governments. 
We deny the right of any such interpolation to 
any one, or all the nations of the earth, without 
our consent. We claim to have a voice in all 
amendments or alterations of that code—and when 
we are given to understand, as in this instance, by 
a foreign Government, that its treaties with other 
nations cannot be executed without the establish- 
meni. and enforcement cf new principles of mari- 
time police, to be applied without our consent, we 
must employ a language neither of equivocal im- 
port, or susceptible of misconstruction. American 
citizens prosecuting a lawful commerce in the 
African seas, under the flag of their country, are 
not responsible for the abuse or unlawful use of 
that flag by others; nor can they rightfdlly, on ac- 
count of any such alleged abuses, be interrupted, 
molested or detained while on the ocean; and if 
thus molested and detained, while pursuing honest 
voyages, in the usual way, and violating no law 
themselves, they are unquestionably entitled to in- 
demnity. This Government has manifested its re- 
pugnance to the slave trade, in a manner which 
cannot be misunderstood. By its fundamental 
law, it preszribed limits in point of time to its con- 
tinuance; and against its own citizens, who might 
so far forget the rights of humanity as toengage in 
that wicked traffic, it has long since, by its muni- 
cipal laws, denounced the most condign punish- 
ment. Many of the Siates composing this Union 
had made appeals to the civilized world for its 
suppression, long before the moral sense of other 
nations had become shocked by the iniquiiies of the 
traffic. Whether this Government should now en- 
ter into treaties containing mu:ual stipulations upon 
this subject, is a question for its mature delibera- 
tion. Certain it is, that if the right to detain 
American ships on the kigh seas can be justified on 
the plea of a necessity for such detention, arising 
out of the existence of treaties between other na- 
tions, the same plea may be extended and enlarged 
by the new stipulations of new treaties, to which 
the United States may not be a party. This Go- 
vernment will not cease to urge upon that of Great 
Britain full and emple remuneration for all losses, 
wether arising from detention or ctherwise, to 
which American citizens have heretofore been, or 
may hereafter be subjected, by the exercise of rights 
which this Government cannot recognise ‘as legiti- 
mate and proper. Nor will I indulge a doubt but 
that the sense of justice of Great Britain will con- 
strain her to make retribution for any wrong, or 
loss, which any American citizen, engaged in the 
prosecution of lawful commerce, may have expe- 
lienced at the hand of her cruisers, or other public 
authorities. This Government, at the same lime, 
will relax no effort to prevent its Citizens, if there 
be any so disposei, from prosecuting a traffie so 
revolting to the feelings of humanity, It seeks to 
do no more than to protect the fair and honest tra- 
der from motestation and injury; but while the 
enterprising mariney, engaged in the pursuit of an 
honorable trade, is entiled to its protection, it will 

„i with condign punishment others of an oppo- 
Site character. 

T invite your attention to existing laws for the 
suppression of the African Slave-trade, and recom- 
mend all such alteration, as- may give to them 
greater force and efficacy. Thatthe American flag 
is grossly abused by the abandoned and profligate 
of other nations, is but too probable. Congress 
has, not long singe, had this subject under its con- 
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sideration, and its importance well justifies renew- 
ed and anxious attention. 

I also communicate herewith the copy of a cor- 
respondence between Mr. Stevenson and Lord Pal- 
merston, upon the subject, so interesting to several 
of the Southern States, of the rice duties, which 
resulted honorably to the justice of Great Britain, 
and advantageously to the United Sates. 

At the opening of the last annual session, the 
President informed Congress cf the progress which 
had then been made in negotiating a convention 
between this Government and thatof England, 
with a view to the final settlement of the question 
of the boundary between the territorial limi» of the 
two ‘countries. I regret to say that Jiule further 
advancement of the object bas been accomplished 
since last year; but this is owing to circumstances no 
way indicalive of any abatement of the desire of 
both parties to hasten the negotiation to its ecnclu- 
sion, and to settle the question in dispute as early 
as possible. In the course of the session, it is my 
hope to be able to announce some further cegree 
of progress towards the accomplishment of this 
highly desirable end. 

The commission appointed by this Government 
for the exploration and survey of the line of boun- 
dary separating the States of Maine and New 
Hampshire from the conterminous British Pro- 
vinces is, it is believed, about to close its field la- 
bors, and is expected soon to report the results of 
its examinations to the Deparunent of State. The 
report, when received, will be ‘aid before Con- 
gress. 5 

The failure on the part of Spain to pay, with 
punctuality, the interest due under the Convention 
of 1834, for the settiement of claims between the 
two countries, has made it the duty of the Execu- 
tive to cail the pariicular attention of that Govern- 
ment to the subject. A Ccisposilion has been ma- 


nifested by it, which is believed to be entirely sin-- 


cere, to fulfil its obligations, in this respect, so soon 
ag its internal conditicn and the state of its finances 
will permit. 
the result of which, it is trusted that those of our 
citizens who have claims uader the Convention, 
will, at no distant day, recsive the stipulated pay- 
ments. 

A Treaty of Commerce and Navigation with 
Belgium was conciuded and signed at Washington 
on the 29th March, 1840, and was duly sanctioned 
by the Senate of the United States. The seaty 
was ratified by His Belgian Mejesty, but did not 
receive the approbation of the Belgian Caambers 
within the time limited by its terms, and has, 
therefore, become void. 

This occurrence assumes the graver aspect from 
the consideration ihat, in 1833, a treaty negotiated 
between the two Governmen:s, and ratified on the 
part of the United Siaies, failed to be ratified on 
the partof Belgiom. The Representative of that 
Government, at Washiegton, informs the Depart- 
ment of State that behas bren insiructe 
explanations of the causes which occasio 


ry: 


occurrence. 

The jointcommission under the Convention with 
Texas, to ascertain the true boundary between the 
two countries, has concluded its labors; but ihe 
final report of the commissioner of the United 
States has not been received. It is understocd, 
however, that the meridian line, as iraced by the 
commission, lies somewhat further Wast than the 
position hitherto gencraily assigned to in and, 
vonsequently, includes in Texas some part of ine 
territory which had been considered as belonging 
to the States of Louisiana asd Arkans 

The United Siates cannot but take a deep inte- 
rest in whatever rela es te this young, but growing 
Republic. Senled principally by emigran‘s from 
the United States, we have the happiness to knew, 
thatthe great principles of civil Hberty are there 
destined to flourish, under wise institutions and 
wholesome laws; and that, through its example, 
anether evidence is to be afforded of the capacity 
of popular institutions to advance the prosperity, 
happiness, and perman»: gory ot the human 
race. The great truth, that government was made 
for the people, and not the people for government, 


An arrangement is in progress, from | 


a 


| proceedings for tke takir 


has already been established in the prac.ice and 
by the exzmple of these United Syates; and we 
can do no other than contemplate its further ex- 
emplification by a sister Republic, wi-h the deepest 
interest. 

Our relations with the independent States of this 
hemisphere, formerly under the dominion of Spain, 
have not undergone any material change within 
the present year. The incessant sanguinary con- 
flicts in, or between, those countries, are to be 
greatly deplored, as necessarily tending to disable 
them from performing their dutiesas members of 
the community of nations, and rising to the destiny 
which the position and natural resources of many 
of them might lead them jusily to anticipate, es 
constantly giving oceasion, also, cirestly or indi- 
recily, for complaints on the part of our citizens 
who resort thither for purposes of commercial in- 
tercourse, and as retarding reparation for wrongs 
already committed, some of which are by no means 
of recent date. 

The failure of the Congress of Ecuador to hold 
a session, at the time appointed for that purpose, in 
January last, will probably render abortive a 
treaty of commerce with that Republic, which was 
signed at Quito on the 13th of June, 1839, and 
had been duly ratified on our part, but which re- 
quired the approbation of that-body, prior to its 
ratification by the Ecuadorian Executive. 

A convention which has been concladed with 
the Republic of Peru, providing fer the settiemeat 
of certain claims of citizens of the United States, 
upon the Government of that Republic, will be 
duly submitted to the Senate. 

The claims of our citizens against the Brazilian 
Government, originating from captures, aud other 
causes, are still pnsatisiicd. The Unite 
have, however, ly shown a disrasiion 


uniformi 
to eultivate relations of amity Wit 
that itis heped, the unequivocal toze 
spirit towards us, which an acjusiment of the ar 
fairs referred to would afford, will be given with 
out further avoidable delay. 

The war with the Indian tribes on the peninsula 
of Fiorida has, during the last summer and fall, 
been prosecuted with untiring activiry and zeal, 
A summer c2mpaign was resolved upon as the best 
mode of brinciug it toa close. Oar brave officers 
and men who have been engaged in thai service, 
have suffered toils and privations, and exhibited 
an energy, which, in any other war, would have 
won for toem unfading laurels, Ta despite of the 
sickness ineideai to the climaie, they bave penc- 
trated the fasinesses of the Indians, broken up 
their encampinents, and harassed them uncea- 


singly. Numbers have been captured, and stil 
have been 


greater numbers have surrendered, ead 
transpored to join their brethren on 
where aliotied to them by the Government— 
strong hope is entertained thai, under the cc 
of the valiant officer at the bead of ibe irecps 
Florida, that troublesome 
destined to a speedy ter 
cther Indian tribes we are ep sings of 
peace. Our culty, as well as our imieresis, 
prompt us to observe, in ali our imiercourse win 
them, Adelity ia fulfilling our cneagements, the 
practise of suiet justice, #s well as ihe Constant ex- 
ercise of acts cf benevolence and kindness. ‘These 
are the greai instruments of Givilization, ami 
through the use of them alone, can the untutored 
child of the foresti be inde listen to ils teas: 


ris 


Congress have devolved the 


enumerauonot ibe inhabuss 
will report to the avo F 
work. ‘Fhe en an EL De 
pleted, and e3 is a grand tota 
making an increase overibe Ce 
4.202 646 inhabitan and showin 
ratio exceeding 324 per een, forthe l 

From the report of the Seereiat 
ry, yor WHE be informed ef the © 
Epancs The bsiance in the Jreaxury on 
first of January lasi, as stated in the report of 
Secretary of ihe Treasury, subniitied 10 Congre 3 
at the Exira Session, was $967,345 03. The re 


rer 


| reign market. 


ceipis into the Treasury, during the first three. 
quarters of this year, from all sources, ameunt to 
$23 467,072 52. The estimated receipts: forthe 
iourth quarter amount to $6,943,095 25, amount. : 
ing to $30,410,167 77; and making, with . ihe-ba- 
Jance in the Treasury, on the first of January Jast,- 
$31,397,512 80. Tae expenditures for the: first. 
tnree quarters of this year amount to $24,734,+ > 
346 97. The expenditures for the fourth quarter, 
as estimated, will amount to $7 290,723. 73—thus.., 
making a total of $32,025,070 70; and leaving: a,, 
deficit to be provided for,on the first of January. 
next, of about $627,557 90. : 

Of the loan ‘of $12,000,000, which was. autho- 
rized by Congress at its late session, only $5,432,- 
726 83 have been negotiated. The shortness of 
tıme which it had to run has presented no inconsi- 
derable impediment in the way of its being taken 
by capitalists at home, while the same cause would 
bave operated with much greater force in the fo~. 
For that reason the foreign market 
has not been resorted to; and it is now submitted, : 
whether it would not be advisable to amend the 
law by making what remains undisposed of, pay~: 
able ata more distant day. . 

Should it be necessary, in any view that Con- 
gress may take of the subject, to revise the existing 
tariff of duties, I beg leave to say, that, in the per- 
formance of that most delicate operation, moderate 
counsels would seem io be the wisest. Thé Go- 
vernment under which il is our happiness to live, 
owes its existence to the spirit of compromise 
which prevailed among its framers—jarring and 
discordant opinions could only have been recone 
ciled by that noble spirit of patriotism, which 
prompied conciliation, and resulted in harmony. 
Ia the same spirit the Compromise bill, as it is 
commonly called, was adopted at the session of 
1833. While the people of no portion of the 
Union will ever hesiiate to pay all necessary 
taxes for the support of Government, yet an in- 
nate repugnare exists, to the imposition of bur- 
thens not really necessary for that object. Inim- 
posing duties, however, for the purposes of reve- 
nue, aright to dieriminate as to ihe articles on 
which the duty shall be laid, as well as the amount, 
necessarily and most properly exisis. Otherwise 
the Government world be placed in the condition 
of having to levy the same duties upon all arti- 
cles, the proda-tive, as well as the unproductive. 
The slightest duty upon some, might have the 
effect of causing their importation to cease,, 
whereas others entering extensively into the cone 
sumption oi the country, raight bear the heaviest, 
witout any sensible diminution in the amount im- 
ated. So ako the Government may be justified 
cerjminating, by refirence to other consis 
of domestic policy connected with our 
So long as the duties. shall be laid 
ente lo the wants of the Frea- 

ded objection can exist-against 
acà desirable that no such 
ces should take place as 
of annulling the land pro- 
of ihe last session, which act 
erative ibe moment the duties 


er 


ny regulations that Congress. may 
cularly to that relating to 
difference in value ef the 


ent porh—dut that is altogether in- 
nt, whan compared with the conflicts in 
on, which are iikely to arise, trom the dif- 
opinion among the numerous apprals- 
ef merchandise. fn many instances the esti- 
cf value must be conjectural, and thus as 
ont rates of value may be established as 
„raisers, These differences in valta- 
on way i be inereased by the inclination, 
nich, without the sughicst imputation on their 
ponesty, may arise on tie part of the appraisers in 
syor ci their respective ports of enlry. T recom- 
mend this whole Subject i0, ius consideration of 
Congress, with a single additional remark, Gere 


tes 
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tainty and permanency in any system of govern- 
mental policy are, in all respects, eminently desi- 
rable; but more particularly is this true in all that 
affects trede and ecommerce, the operations of 
which depend much more on the certainty of their 
returns, and calculations which embrace distant 
periods of time, than on high bounties, or duties, 
which are liable to constant fluctuations. 

At your Jale session, 1 invited your attention to 
the condition of the currency and exchanges, and 
urged the neecessity of adopting such measures as 
were consistent with the constitutional compeiency 
of the Government, in order to correct the un- 
soundness of the one, andas far as practicable the 
inequalities of the other. No country can be in the 
enjoyment of i's full measure of prosperity, with- 
out the presence of a medium of exchange ap- 
proximating to uniformity of value. What is ne- 
ccssary as between the different nations of the 
earth, is also important as between ihe inhabitants 


of different paris of the same country; with the’ 


first, the precious metals constitute the chief me- 
dium of circulation, and such also would be the 
case as to the last, but for inventions compara- 
tively modern, which have furnished, in place of 
gold and silver, a paper circulation. I do not 
Propose to enter intoa comparative analysis of 
the merits of the two systems. Such belonged 
more properly to the period of the introduetion of 
the paper system. The speculative philosopher 
might find inducemenis to prosecute the inquiry, 
“but his researches could only lead him to conclude 
that the paper system had probably better never 
have been introduced, and that Society might have 
been much happier without it. The practical 
Statesman has a very different task to perform. 
He has to look at things as they are—to take 
them as he finds (hem—'o supply deficiencies, and 
to prane excesses as far as in him lies. The task 
of furnishing a corrective for derangements of the 
paper medium with us, is almost inexpresaibly 
great. The power exerted by the States to charter 
banking corporations, and which, having been car- 
ried to a great excess, hrs filled the country with, in 
most of the States, an irredeemable paper medium, 
is an an evil which, in some way or other, re- 
quires a corrective. The rates at which bills of 
exchange are negotiated between different parts of 
the country, furnish an index of the value of the 
local substitute for gold and silver, which is, in 
many parts, so far depreciated as not to be re- 
ceived, except at a large discount, in payment of 
debts, or in the purchase of produce. It could ear- 
nestly be desired that every bani, not possessing 
the means of resumption, should follow the exam- 
ple of the late United States Bank of Pennsylvania, 
and go into liquidation, rather than by refusing to 
do #0, to continue embarrassments in the way of 
Solvent institutions, thereby augmenting the difi- 
culties incident to the present conåiiion of things, 


Whether this Government, with due regard te the j 


rights of the States, has any power to constrain the 
banks, either to resume Specie payments or to force 
them into liqaidation, is an inquiry which will not 
fail to claim your consideration. In view of the 
great advantages which are allowed the corpora- 
tors, no! among the least of which is the authority 
contained in most of their charters, to make loans 
to three times the amount of their capital, thereby 
often deriving three limes as much interest on the 
same amount of money as any individual is per- 
mitted by law to receive, no sufficient apology can 
be urged for a long conunued Suspensicn of specie 
payments.. Such suspension is productive of the 
greatest detriment to the public, by expelling from 
circulation the precious metals, and seriously ha- 
zatding the success of any effort that this Govern- 
ment can make, to increase commercial facilities, 
and to advance the public interests. 

This is the more to be regretted, and the indis- 
pensable necessity for a sound currency becomes 
the more manifest, when we reflect on the vast 
amount of the internal commerce of the country. 
Of this we have no statisties, nor just data for 
forming adequate Opinions. But there can be no 
doubt but that the amount of transportation coast. 
wise by sea, and the transportation inland by rail- 
roads and canals, and by steamboats and other 
modes of conveyance, over the surface of our vast 
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rivers and immense lakes, and the value of..pro. 
perty carried and interchanged by these means, 
form’ « general aggregate to which the foreign com- 
merce of the country, large as it is, makes but a 
distant approach. f i : 

Ta the absence of any controlling power over this 
subject, which by forcing a general resumption of 
specie payments would at once have the effect of 
restoring a sound medium of exchange, and would 
leave to the country but litile to desire, what mea. 
sure of relief, falling within the limits of our con- 
stitational competency, does it become this Go- 
vernmen! to adopt? It was my painful duty at 
your last session, under the weight of most solemn 
obligations, to differ with Congress on the mea- 
sures which it proposed for my approval, and 
which it doubtless regarded as corrective of exist- 
ing evils. Subsequent reflection, and events since 
occurring, have only served to confirm me in the 
opinions then entertained, and frankly expressed. 

IT must be permitted to add, that no scheme of 
Governmental policy, unaided by individual exer- 
tions, can be available for ameliorating the present 
condition of things. Commercial! modes of ex- 
change ard a good currency, are but the necessary 
means of commerce and intercourse, not the direct 
productive sources of wealth. Wealth can only 
be accumulated by the earnings of industry and 
the savings of frugality; and nothing can be more 
ill-judged than to look to facilities in borrowing, 
cr to a redundant circulation, for the power of dis- 
charging pecuniary obligations. The country is 
full of resources and the people full of energy, and 
the great and permanent remedy for present em- 
barrassmen's must be sought in industry, eco- 
nomy, the observance of good faith, and the favo- 
rable influence of time. 

In pursuance of a pledge given to you in my 
last message to Congress, which pledge I urge as 
an apology for adventuring to present you the de- 
tails of any plan, the Secretary of the Treasury 
will be ready to submit to you, should you require 
it, a plan of finance which, while it throws around 
the public treasure reasonable guards for its pro- 
tection, aad rests on powers acknowledged in prac- 
tice to exist from the origin of the Government, 
will, at the same time, furnish to the country a 
sound paper medium, aud afford all reasonable fa- 
cilities for regulating the exchanges. When sub- 
mitted, you will perceive in it a plan amendatory 
of the existing laws in relation to the Treasury 
Department—subordinate in all respects to the will 
of Congress directly, and the will of the people in- 
direetly— self-sustaining, should it be found in prac- 
tice to realize its promises in theory, and repeala- 
ble at the pleasure of Congress. It proposes by 
effectual resiraints, and by invoking the true spirit 
of our institutions, to separate the purse from the 
Sword; or more properly to speak, denies any 
other contro] to the President over the agents who 
may be selected to carry it into execution, but what 
may be indispensably hecessary to secure the fide- 
lity of such agents; and, by wise regulations, keeps 
plainly apart from each other private and public 
funds. It contemplates the establishment of a 
Board of Control at the seat of Government, with 
agencies at prominent commereial peints, or where- 
ver else Congress shall direct, for the safekeeping 
and disbursement of the public moneys, and asub. 
stitution, at the option of the public ereditor, of 
Treasury notes, in lien of gold andsilver. It pro- 
poses to limit the issues to an amount not to ex- 
ceed $15,000,000—without the express sanction of 
the Legislative power. It also authorizes the re- 
ceipt of individual deposites of gold and silver to a 
limited amount, and the granting certificates of de- 
posite, divided into such sums as may be called for 
by the depositors. It proceeds a step further, and 
authorizes the purchase and sale of domestic bills 
and drafts, resticg on à real and substantial basis, 
payable ai sight, or having but a short time to run, 
and drawn on places not less than. one hundred 
miles apart—which auihority, except in so far as 
may be necessary for Government purposes exely- 
sively, is only to be exerted upon the express con- 
dition, that its exercise shall not be prehibited by 
the Siate in which the agency is situated. 

In order to cover the expenses incident t3 the 
plan, it will be authorized to receive moderate pre- 


miums for certificates issued on deposites, and on 
bills bought and sold, and thus, as far as its deal- 
ings extend, to furnish facilities to commercial in- 
‘ercourse at ihe lowest possible rates, and to sub- 
duct from the earnings of industry the least pcssible 
sum. It uses the State banks at a distance from the 
agencies as auxiliaries, without imparting any 
power to trade in its name. It is subjected tosuch 
guards and restraints as have appeared to be neces- 
sary. It is the creature of law, and exists only at 
the pleasure of the legislature. It is made to rest 
on an actual specie basis, in order to redeem 
the notes at the places of issue—produces no dan- 
gerous redundancy of circulation—affords no 
temptation to speculation—is attended by no inflas 
tion of prices—is equable in its operation—makes 
the Treasury notes, which it may tse along with 
the certificates of deposite, and the notes of specie- 
paying banks, convertible at the place where col- 
lected, receivable in payment.of Government dues; 
and, withont violating any principle of the Con- 
stitution, affords the Government and the people 
such facilities as are called for by the wants of 
both. Such, it has appeared to me, are its recom- 
mendations, and in view of them it will be submit- 
ted, whenever you may require it, to your conside- 
ration. 

Iam not able to perceive that any fair and can- 
did objection can be urged against the plan, the 
principal outlines of which 1 have thus presented. 
I cannot doubt but that the notes which it proposes 
to furnish, at the voluntary eption of the public 
creditor, issued in lieu of the revenue and its certi- 
ficates of deposite, will be maintained at an equa- 
lity with gold and silver every where. They are 
redeemable in gold and silver on demand, at the 
places of issue. They are receivable every where 
in payment of Government dues. The Treasury 
notes are limited to an amount of one-fourth less 
than the estimated annual receipts of the Treasury; 
and in addition, they rest upon the faith of the Go- 
vernment for their redemption. If all these assu- 
rances are not sufficient to make them available, 
then the idea, as it seems to me, of furnishing a 
sound paper medium of exchanges, may be entirely 
abandoned. 

If a fear be indulged that the Government may 
be tempted to run into excess in its issues at any 
future day, it seems to me that no such apprehen- 
sion can reasonably be entertained, until ail confi- 
dence in the representatives of the States and of 
the people, as well as of the people themselves, 
Shall be lost. The weightiest considerations of po- 
licy require that the restraints now proposed to be 
thrown around the measure should not, for light 
causes, be removed. To argue against any pro- 
pored plan its liability to possible abuse, is to re- 
ject every expedient, since every thing dependent 
on human action is liable to abuse. Fifteen mil- 
lions of Treasury notes may be issued as the maz- 
imum, buta discretionary power is to be given to 
the Board of Control, under that sum, and every 
consideration will unite in leading them to feel 
their way with caution. For the eight firsi years of 
the existence of the late Bank of the United States, 
its circulation barely exceeded $4,000,000; anc for 
five of its most prosperous years, it was about equal 
to $16,000,000. Furthermore, the authority given 
to receive private deposites to a limited amount, 
and to issue certificates in such sums as may be 
called for by the depositors, may so far fill up the 
channels of circulation as greatly to diminish the 
necessity cf any considerable issue of Treasury 
notes. A restraint upon the amount of ptivate de- 
posites has seemed to be indispensably necessary, 
from an apprehension, thought to be well founded, 
that in any emergency of trade, confidence might 
be so far shaken in the banks as to induce a with- 
drawal from them of private depesites,Jwith a view 
to ensure their unquestionable safety when depo- 
sited with the Government, which might prove 
eminently disastrous to the State banks. Is it ob- 
jected that it is proposed to authorize the agencies 
to deal in bills of exchange? It is answered that 
such dealings are to be carried on at the lowest pos- 
sible premium—are made to rest on an unquestion- 
atly scund basis—are designed to reimburse merely 
the expenses which would otherwise devolve upon 
the Treasury, and are in strict subordination to the 


decision of the Supreme Court, in the case of the 


Bank of Augusta against Karle, and oiher reported 
cases, and thereby avoids all conflict with State ja- 
risdietion, which I bold to be indispensably requi- 
site. It leaves the banking privideges of the 
States without interference—locks to the Trea-u- 
ry and the Union—and, while fursishing every 
facility to the first, is carezul of the iniezests cf the 
last. But above ail, it is created by law, is amend- 
able by law, and is repealabie by la» and wed- 
ded as Lam to no ory, bat looking solely to 
the advancement of pablis good, f 
amongst ihe very first te arge i peal, if it be 
found not to subserve the purposes and objects for 
which it may be created. Nor wiil the plaa be 
submitted in any overweening confilence ia the 
sufficiency of my own judgment, but with much 
greater reliance on the wisdom and patriotism of 
Congress. I cannot abandon this subject with- 
out urging upon you, in the most emphatic man- 
ner, Whatever may be your aciion on the sugges- 
tions which I have felt it to be my daty to submit, 
to relieve the Chief Executive Magistrate by any 
and ell constitutional means, from a controlling 
power over the public Treasury. If, in the plan 
proposed, should you deem it worthy of your con- 
sideration, that separation is not as complete as 
you may desire, you will, doubtless, amend it in 
that particular. For myself, I disclaim all desire 
to have any control over the public moneys, other 
than what is indispensably necessary, to execute 
the laws which you may pass. 


Nor can I fail to advert in this connection, to the 
debts which many of the Statesof the Union have 
contracted abroad, and under which they continue 
tolabor. That indebtedness amounts to 2 sum rot 
less than $209,000,000, and which has been retri- 
buted to them, tor the most part, in works of inter- 
nal improvement, which are destined o’prove of 
vast importance in ultimately advancing their 
prosperity and wealth. For the debts thus contract- 
ed, the States are alone responsible. I can do no 
more than express the belief that each State will 
feel itself bound by every consideration of honor, 
as well as of interest, to meet its engagements with 
punctuality. The failure, however, of any one 
State todo so, should in no degree affect the cre- 
dit of the rest; and the foreign capitelisis will 
have us just cause to experience alarm 2s to all 
other State stocks, because any one or more of the 
Slates may neglect to provide with punciuality the 
means of redeeming their engagements. Even 
such States, should there be any, considering the 
great rapidity with which their resources are de- 
veloping them:elves, will not fail to have the 
means, at no very distant day,to redeem their obli- 
gations to the ulermost rarthing,; nor will I 
doubt but that in view of that honorable eoniuet 
which has evermore governed the States, and 
the peuple of this Union, they wili each and ail 
resort to every ‘legitimate expedient, before they 
will forego a faithful compliance with their obli- 
gations. 

From the report ofthe Secretary of War, and 
other reporis secompanying it, you will be in- 
formed of the progress waich has been made in the 
fortifications designed for the protection of our 
principal cities, roadsteads, and inland frontier, 
during the present year; tozether with their true 
state and condition. They will be prosecnied to 
completion with all the expedition which the 
means placed by Congress at the disposal cf the 
Excentive will allow. 

I recommend pariicularly to your c eration 
that portion of the Secreiary’s report ick pro- 
poses the establishment of a chain of military posts 
from Council Biufs to some point on the Paciuc 
Ocean, within our limits. The benefit shereby 
destined to accrue to our citizens epgaced in tbe 
fur trade, over that wilderness region, added to the 
importance of cultivating friendly relations with 
savage tribes inhabitivg 1t, andat the same time of 
giving protection to our frontier settiemenis, and of 
establishing the means of safe intercourse between 
the American settlements at the mouth of the Co- 
lumbia river, and these on this side of the Rocky 
Mountains, would seem to suggest the importance 


of sarrying inte effect the recommendations upon 
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this head wi: 
cable. 

The report of the Secretary of the Navy, will 
place you in possession ef ihe present condition of 
that important arm of the national defence. Every 
effort will be made to add ie its efficiency, and I 
cannot too stgongly urge upon you, liberal appro- 
priations to that branch of the public service, Fa- 
ducements of the weighticst character exist for the 
adoption of this course of policy, Our extended 
and otherwise exposed maritime frontier, calls fer 
protection, to the famishing of which an efficient 
naval force is indispensable. We lock to no fo- 
reige congacsis, nor do we propose i0 enier into 
competition with any other nation for supremacy 
on the ocvan—buat it isdue not only to the honor, 
but to the security of the people of the United 
Sates, that no nation should be permitted to ia- 
vade our waters at pleasure, and subject our towns 
and villages to conflagration or pillage. Economy 
in all branches of the public service, is dus from 
all the public agents to the people—but parsimony 
alone would suggest the withholding of the neces- | 

{ 


as little deley as may be practi- 


sary means, for the protection of our domestic fire- 
sides from invasion, and our national honor from 
disgrace. I wonld most earnestly recommend to 
Congress, to abstain from all appropriations for 
objects not absolutely necessary; but I take upon 
myself, without a moment of hesitancy, all the re- 
recommending the increase and 
prompt equipment of that gallant Navy, which has 
lighted up every sea wita its victories, and spread 


canse ef the great importance whi 
attaches to that interesting bra 
service. The increased expense of 
the mail along the principal routes, 
claims the public attention, and has awakened a 


corresponding solicitude on the part of the Govern» |; 


ment. 
pace with those facilities of intercommunication 
which are every day becomizg greater through the 
building of raiircads, and the application of steam 
power—but it cannot be disguised that, in order to 
do so, the Post Cffice Depariment is subjected to 
heavy exactions. ‘The lines of communication be- 
tween distant parts of the Union, ar2 to a great 
extent, occupied by railroats, which, in the nature 
of things, po-sess a compiete menopcly, and the 
Department is trerefore liable to heavy and un- 
reasonable charges. This evil is destined to great 
increase in future, and some timely measure may 
become necessary to guard against 

I feel it my duty to bring under your con 


tion a practice which bas grown Up in the ad: 
tration of the Government, and w 
convinced, ought te 


hich, lam ceeply 


be corrected. Lallude tothe | 


My own conduet, 
verned by aconscienticus purpose to exercise 
removing power, only in cases of u |i 
inability, or in those in which its exercise appeared 
necessary, in order to discountenance and suppress 
that spirit of active partisanship on tne part of 
holders of office, which not ory withd 2 
from the steady and impartial dis 
official duties, but exerts an undue ani 
influence over electi and 
racter of the Governmen 
hibits the Chief Mag: 
through his agen: 
ings cf polities! par 
in respect to we exercise oF 
shoald be b i ion, wi 
reoulaien by jaw; sadit is eld 
ibis, ike 8: 


wa 


nai iateresis in 
great increase whic: 
fices, in the last quarter of acenury, 
bability of further increase, We incar ibe 
witnessing violent political contest 
often to the single obieet_ of reisini 
those who are ia, of oblainlng Jy DY U 


The transmission of the mail must keep {| 


| trey for which l 


oat Under the influence of these convictions, 


shall cordially 


the power of removal. i 


fands derived under the will of "Mr. 
2, for the diffusion of know- 


sive legislators, 
residence of the Government, and, for a large part 
of the year, of Congress, and considering, also, 
the great cost of the public buildings, and the pro» 
priety of 


should contribute towards the expenses of an effie 
cient police. JOHN TYLER: 

Wasurnaton, December 7, 1841. ee 

-The message having been read, i pa 

Mr. MANGUM moved that the. message ‘and 
accompanying documents be laid on the table and 
printed. 

Agreed to. : 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana moved that: 1,500 co- 
| pies of the message with the accompanying docu- 
ments, and 3,500 without the documents, be printed 
; for the use of the Senate. 

Mr. BENTON observed that he could not regon- 
cile it to himself to let the resolution pass withdut 
making afew remarks on that part of the mes7@ 
which related to the new Fiseal Agent. Looking 
at that feature of it, as read, he perceived that the 
President gave an outline of h's plan, leaving it to 
the Seeretary of the Treasury to farnish the 
| details in his report. He (Mr, Benton) ap- 
| prehended that nothing in those details could 
: reconcile him tothe project, or inany manner 
| met his approbation. There were two main points 
t 


presented in the plan, 
aaree—boih being wholly unconstitutional and 
dangerous. One was that of emitting bills of credit, 
or issuing a treasury currency. Congress had no 
constitutional authority to issue paper money, Or 
emit Federal bills of eredit; and the other fea- 
ture is to authorize this Government to deat 
in exchanges. The proposition to issue bills of 
credit, when under consideration atthe formation 
- of the Constitution, was struck ont with the ex- 
press view of making this Government a hard 
money Government-—not capable of recognising 
any other than a specie currency—a currency of 
3 cy known and va- 


> 
But here isa proposition 
refused to be allowed by the framers of the Consti- 
tution—fo exercise a power not only not granted 
to Congress, but a power expressly denied: The 
next proposition is to authorize the Federal Go- 
verament to deal in and regulate exchanges, 
and to furnish exchange to merchants. This 
i a new invention—a modern idea of 
the power of this Goverament, invented by 
Mr. Biddle, to help out a Nauonal Bank. Much 
as General Hamilion was in favor of paper money, 
he never went the length of recommending Go- 
vernment < of credit, or dealings in exchange 
i States ‘Treasury. ‘The fathers of the 
ha Randolph, and others, 
a hard money Government: they ob- 
sper; but here is Government 
f :¿ goes. beyoni Hamilton, much 
owas in favor of the paper system. The 

vereme making tbis Government a fes 
p of exehange—a dealer exctange—a fur- 
of excnange--is absurd, unconstitutional, 
thing under: the 


a 


seu. 
Now be, (Mn B 


ment becoming 3 Se! 


ubjected to this Govern- 
ol pxcbapge to tbe coun. 
ig uo pore authority wae 


concur in any constitutional. mea- 
sures for regulating, and by regulating, restraining, 


dent, permit any abate” 


affording them at all times careful pros . 
teclion, it seems not unreasonable that Congress ` 


to which he never could 


there is tor iis turnishing transportation of -geBds 
or country produce. There is not a word 
in the Constitution to authorize it—not a 
word to be found justifying the assumption. 
The word exchange is not in the Constitution. 
‘What does this message propose? Congress 
is called upon to establish a Board with 
agencies, for the purpose of farnishing the 
country with exchanges. Why should not Con- 
gress be also called on to furnish that pertion 
of the community engaged in commerce with fa- 
cilities for transporting merchandise? The propo- 
sition. isone of the most pernicious nature, and 
such as must lead to the most dangsrous conse- 
quences if adopted. 

The British debt began in tha time of Sir Ro- 
bert Walpole, on issues of exchequer bills—by 
which system the British nation has been cheated, 
and plunged irretrievably in debt to the amount of 
nine hundred millions of pounds. The proposition 
that the Government shouid become the issuer of 
exchequer notes, is one borrowed from the sysiem 
introduced in England by Sir Robert Walpole, 


whose Whig administration was nothing 
but a high Tory administration of Queen 
Anne. He (Mr. Benton) had much to say 


on this subject, but this was not the time for 
entering at large into it. This perbaps was 
not the proper occasion to say more; nor. would 
it, he (Mr. Benvon) considered, be treating 
the President of the Uaited Siates with pro- 
per respect to enter Upon a premature discus- 
sion. He (Mr. Benton) could not, however, in 
justice to bimself, atlow this resolution to pass with- 
out stating his objections to two such obnoxious 
features of the proposed fiscality, looking, as he 
did, upon the whole thing as one calculated to 
destroy the whole structure of the Government, 
to change ii from the hard money it was intended 
to be, to the paper money Government it was 
intended not to be, and to mix it up with trade, 
which no one ever dreamed of. He (Mr. Benton) 
had on another occasion stated that this Adminis- 
tration would go back not only to the Federal 
times of °98, but to the times of Sir Robert Wal- 
pole and Queen Anne, and the evidence is now 
before us. 


He (Mr. Benton) had only said a few words 
on this occasion, becanse he could not let the pro- 
position to sanction bills of eredit go without taking 
the very earliest opportunity of expressing 
his disapprobation, and denouncing a system 
calculated to produce the same results which had 
raised the unfunded debt of Great Britain from 
twenty-one millions to nine hundred millions of 
pounds. He should avail himself of the first ap- 
propriate opportunity to maintain the ground 
he had assumed as to the identity of this po- 
licy with that of Walpole, by argument and refe- 
rences, that this plan of the Presidents was utterly 
unconstitutional and dangerous—part borrowed 
from the system of English Exchequer issues, and 
pari from Mr. Biddle’s scheme of making the Fe- 
deral Government an exchange dealer—though 
Mr. Biddle made the Government act indirectly 
through a board of bank directors, and this 
makes it act directly through a Board of Treasury 

. Directors and their agents: 

This is the first time that a formal proposition 
has been made to change our hard money Govern- 
ment (as it was intended to be) into a paper money 
machine; and it is the first time that there has been 
a proposal to mix it up with trade and commerce, 
by making it a furnisher of exchanges, a bank of 
deposite, a furnisher of Paper currency, and 
an imitator of the old Confederation in its conti- 
nental bills and a copyist of the English Exchequer 
system. Being the first time these unconstitutional 
and pernicious schemes were formally presented to 
Congress, he felt it to be his duty to disclose his 
opposition to them at once. Hs would soon speak 
more fully, “ 

The question was then taken on the motion to 


print an extra number of copies of the message and 
documents, and agreed to. 


On motion of Mr, BAYARD, 


‘Phe Senato adjourned til} to-morrow at twelve 
alos, 


ie 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Turspay, December 7, 1841. 

The annual message of the President of the Uni- 
ted States, tothe two Houses of Congress was re- 
ceived by the hands of Mr. Robert Tyler his Se- 
eretary, which having been read— 

Mr. WISE said that he believed thet the House 
was at present without a Committee of the Whole, 
owing to the want of rules and orders.* If there 
was such a Committee it would of course be pro- 
per to move the. reference of the message and the 
accompanying documents to it, but in the present 
case he would make the same motion that had 
been adopted with regard to the message of the 
last session. He would move that the message be 
laid on the table and printed, and that 10,000 ex- 
tra Copies, together with the accompanying doca- 
ments, be also printed for the use of the House. 

Mr. MASON of Ohio would ask the gentleman 
if his motion contemplated the printing of the 
prospectus for the Congressional Globe and Ap- 
pendix, which he found on the back of the copy of 
the message which was laid on his table. 

Mr. WISE said he would answer the gentleman. 
His motion was distinctly made, and was no doubt 
keard by the gentleman. Mr. W. would ask the 
Clerk if there was any appendix or any thing else 
attached to the message just read by him. 

[The Cierk replied in the negative:] 

lt was to print the message of the President of 
the United States, which had just been read by the 
Clerk. As the inquiry had been made rather 
sarcastically by the gentleman, Mr. W. said he 
would answer him that the message of the Presi- 
dent had no Appendix of the Globe, or any other 
appendix, annexed to it, and therefore sarcasm or 
misrepresentation, or whatever animadvercions the 
gentleman might please to make, would be de- 
prived of their effect by the answer of the Clerk. 

Mr. MASON observed that some explanation 
was necessary, and he was glad that the genile- 
man from Virginia had had an Opportunity of 
making it. He was engaged with the printed copy 
which had been laid on his table, in following the 
Clerk in reading it, and did not observe from what 
message he read. On the copy he held, he found 
a document annexed as part and parcel of it, sign- 
ed by Blair and Rives, recommending the country 
to subscribe for their Congressional Globe and Ap- 
pendix, and the idea naturally suggested itself to 
his mind that the same thing was on the message 
read by the Clerk. These copies, said he, were offi- 
cially laid on our tables by the officers of the House, 
and the inference, therefore, was natural that the no- 
tice of Blair and Rives had been -annexed to it by 
the President’s sanction. He accordingly had a 
right to ask, when the motion to print was made, 
whether it was intended to include this notice. 
The gentleman might call this sarcasm, if he 
pleased; but he looked upon the unprecedented act 
of Blair and Rives, in annexing their prospectus 
to the message of the President, as an outrage on 
the Houe. 

Mr. WISE replied that the document the gentle- 
man held in his hand was the private copy of Blair 
and Rives, printed at their office for sale, and that 
they had, therefore, the undoubted right to annex 
to it any thing they pleased. It was not the official 
copy of the Flouse nor of the Senate, done by their 
Printers, and paid for by them, but it was the copy 
printed by the editors of the Globe, at their own 
risk. Here, said Mr. W, (holding up a printed 
copy of the message,) is the document as printed 
by Gales and Seaton, the clected Printers of the 
House; and on the back of it, the gentleman will 
find no prospectus or appendix. He put it to the 
honorabie gentleman from Ohio, if he had inferred 
that the President of the United States ever 
sent that notice of Blair and Rives to the House an- 
nexed to his message? He put that question to 
him as an honorable man, for he knew that he 
was aman cf honor, did he infer it, and if he did 
not, he would ask him how that conduct is to be 
characterized which would lead others to make 
such inference? 

Mr. MASON ssid that the gentleman ought to 
thank him for giving him an opportunity of ma- 
king the explanation which he must admit was 

ighly necessary, otherwise this proceeding might 


go to the country in an aspect very different from 
that in which the explanation placed it. He was 
asked if he believed that this document was an- 
nexed to the message with the sanction of the 
President to which he would answer that he sup- 
posed it was surreptitiously placed there. He 
was surprised at these editors daring to take such 
a liberty with the President of the United 
States, and was not sure but that they 
might have obtained the sanction of some one 
connected with him, who had -connived at their 
conduct. He was, however, not more surprised 
at it, than he was at the strange connections which 
had lately taken place between the President and 
his late opponents. He would not say that the 
President himself had given his sanction to the 
proceeding to which he adverted, but he was not 
satisfied that some one else had not givenit. The 
late Printers had certainly taken a great and un- 
warrantable liberty in appending their notice to the 
President’s message, and he thought such conduct 
needed some explanation, and an explanation 
could not harm any body. Indeed the gentleman 
from Virginia ought to thank him for giving him 
an opportunity of making one. 

Mr. WISE said that he'did thank the gentleman 
from Ohic—he thanked him sincerely—for his pre- 
mature and wanton attack on the President of the 
United States, not for giving bim the opportunity 
of explaining that which rèquired no explanation. 
He thanked him for this early manifestation of a 
disposition to make an attack on the President of 
the United States, and would want no better proof 
of itthan the state of feeling which his inquiry, 
and the mode of it, exhibited. 

Mr. MASON. Will the gentleman allow me to 
ask him a question? 

Mr. WISE, Certainly, sir. 

Mr. MASON, Will he inform me how it hap- 
pened that these printers became possessed of the 
President’s Message so early as to enable them to 
have their copy of itin the House while it was 
reading by the Clerk? 

Mr. WISE would inform the gentleman that the 
message got into the hands of these printers pre- 
cisely in the same manner that the messages of 
Presidents Jackson, Van Buren, Harrison, and 
Tyler, always get into the hands of the printers of 
the city papers. They were all furnished with it. 
Gales and Seaton, as the Printers of the House, 
aud the Editor of the Madisonian, as Printer of the 
Senate, got the message from the President, and 
Blair and Rives gotit from one of them, as the prin- 
ters of the city papers usually extend that courtesy 
to each other. The paper the gentieman spoke of 
was not the message of the President; it was Blair 
and Rives’s private copy of it; and he would farther 
tell the gentleman how that copy came to be found 
on the tables of members. It was usual, as the 
gentleman knew, as soon as the Clerk com- 
menced the readmg of the message, to lay printed 
Copies of it on the tables of the members, to 
enable them to read it with him if they pleased. 
Now in this instance, there not being in the folding 
room a sufficient number of copies printed by 
Gales and Seaton to give one to each member, the 
deficiency was supplied from the copies printed at 
the Globe office. This was done by the pages as a 
matter of accommodation to the members. This 
copy of Blair and Rives which the gentleman ad- 
verted to, was printed on their own account, and 
not by order of the House, and was precisely such 
a one as will appear in the gentleman’s own village 
newspaper. ‘The gentleman might as well get up 
next week with a village newspaper in his hands, 
containing the message, and complain that it con- 
tained also the editor’s remarks and the advertise- 
ments of private individuals. As tothe strange 
things on the part of the Piesident, which the gen- 
tleman alluded to, he had no doubt there were 
Some paris of his official conduct which had sur- 
prised him; but he wonid Say to the gentleman 
thal the charges of treason and perfidy to his party, 
which had so frequently been made against that 
high functionary, were about of the same character 
with the impatations the gentleman had thrown 
out to-day. 

[We published in yesterday’s Globe the following 
notice: : 


peers tent afte 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


“THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

‘Will be printed at this office in pamphlet form, 
in large type, making sixteen pages, at $2 per hur- 
dred copies. 

“We expect to be able to furnish every person 
who may subscribe for it before 12 o’clock, m. to- 
morrow, with fifty or one hundred copies, within 
one hour after it shall have been read in Congress, 
and as many copies as may be desired early the 
nextday. 

“A notice that we intend to publish the Congres- 
sional Globe and Appendix for the session, will be 
printed on the outside of the last page of the co- 
ver.” 

According to our notice, we printed the message, 
and printed, on the outside of the jast page of the 
cover, a notice that we intended to print, this ses- 
sien, the ConcressionaL GLOBE and APPENDIX, 
during the sessivn, for $1 each, which contain no- 
thing but the proceedings of Congress and the speeches 
made by the members. When the message was de- 


livered to the House, we did net know what was | 


in it, (for we had not read it, ner heard it read,) 
nor did ihe Presipent know what was on it, un- 
Jess he learned it by reading the Globe of yes- 


Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Triplett, Tarney, 
Van Buren, Wallace, Ward, Washington, Wat- 
terson, Weller, Wesibrook, James W. Williams, 
Lewis Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Joseph 
L. Williams, and Wise—97. 

NAYS —Messrz. Adams, Sherlock, J. Andrews, 
Ameld, Aycrigg, Babcock, Barnard, Blair, Board. 
man, Borden, Botts, Bowne, Brewster, Briggs, 
Brockway, Charles Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, 
Casey, Childs, Chi:tenden, Jonn ©. Clark, Staley 
N. Clarke, Clinton, Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, 
Cashing, Richard D. Davis, Doig, Jcha Edwards, 
Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, Jobn G. Floyd, A. 
Lawrence Foster, Gates, Giddings, Patrick G. 
Goode, Gordon, Granger, Hal', Halsted, William 
S. Hastings, Henry, Howard, Hudson, Hunt, 
James Irvin, William W. Irwin, James, Andrew 
Kennedy, Lawrence, Linn, Litilefield, Lovell, 
Robert McCiellan, Aifred Marshall, Samson Ma- 
son, Mathict, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Mor- 
ris, Osborne, Parmenter, Partridge, Pendleton, 
Plumer, Ramsay, Benjamin Randall, Randolph, 
Reynolds, Ridgway, Roosevelt, Russell, Saltonstall, 
Sanford, Simonton, Slade, T. Smith, Stokely, Strat- 
ton, Alexander H. H. Stuart, Richard W. Thomp- 


name on the seat he had taken in exchahge. Since” 
that time the gentleman irom Lobisiatia, consider : 
ing his claim an unsound one, had erased his 
name and placed his own in its stead. Jn order to” 
bring the subject properly under the notice of :the™ 
House, he would submit a motion that his right- tọ“ 
the seat be recognised by the House. ee 

Mr. DAWSON said he claimed the seat-under® 


“the role of the House which provided that mem- 


bers had a right to take possession of any unoccus”. 
pied seats, while his competitor claimed. it on the 
ground of transfer, which was not sanctioned by” 
any rules of that body. He admitted that 
two members might exchange seats with each’ 
other for their mutual convenience, but de-' 
nied the right of any member who was about 
leaving the body to transfer his seat to another, ` 
under the pretext of an exchange. Such transfers 
be looked upon as anwarrantable, partial, and un- 
just. 

Mr. CLIIARLES BROWN said he should raise: 
a claim to the seat of a different characier. It be- 
longed, in his opinion, to the snecessor of Mr. Ser-' 
geant. 

Mr. CARUTHERS said that the gentleman 


terday. 

This explanation is necessary to enable the read- 
ers of the proceedings of Congress to understaid, 
correctly, the grounds of Mr. Mason’s remarks. 

Ep Grose} 


son, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Trumbull, 
Underwood, Thomas W. Williams, Winthrop, 
Wood, Yorke, Augustus Young, and John Young 
—95. 


On motion by Mr. FILLMORE, 


from Louisiana admitted the right of members to- 
exchange seats with each other; and therefore his 
claim was a sound one, fór Mr. Serckant made: 
the exchange while he was a member of the body,* 
and while he had a right to do so. We both 


Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland called the atten- 
tion of the House to the resolution submited by 


him yesterday, on which the question was jet | 
If ‘this discussion continued, he saw no | 


pending. 
rozpect of getting at that question to-day. ` 


The SPEAKER then put the question on Mr. | 


Wise’s motion; when 


Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina called for | 
a division, so as to take the question first on laying | 
the message on the table, and printing it; andafter- | 
wards on priming the 10,000 extra copies with | 
the accompanying documents; which was ordered. | 

The question was first put and carried on laying | 
the message cn the table, and ordering it to be | 


printed; and then 
The resolution 
the documents, was also carried. 


Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland then called up his | 


resolution as the unfinished business. 


Mr. FILLMORE asked the gentleman to modify | 
his resolution, so as to limit it as to time, and to | 
provide fer takiag up the report of the Committee : 
on the Rules, and making it the order of the day | 
Uniess this were done, he saw no | 
prospect of getting at an amendment of the rules | 


till disposed of. 


after the adoption of the resolution. 

After sume remarks from 
ADAMS, and PROFFIT, 

Mr. JOHNSON modified his resolution, by add- 
ing toita provision making the report of the Com- 
mittee on the Rules the order of the day for Thurs- 
day next, aud ior every day thereatter till disposed 
of. 

The motlon for the previous question was then 
carried. 

Mr. FILLMORE called for the yeas and nays 


onthe adoption of the resolution; which were ac- | 


cordingiy ordered. 
The question was thrn taken and carried in tbe 
zfirmative—yeas 97, nays 95, as follows: 
YEAS-—Messrs. Landaf W. Andrews, Ather- 
ton, Baron, Beeson, Bidlack, Boyd, Aaron V. 


Brown, Milton Brown, Burke, William O. Butler, 


Caldwell, John Campbell, William B. Campbell, 


to print 10,000 extra copies, with i 


Messrs. JOHNSON, 


Thomas J. Camrbcli, Caruthers, Clifford, Coles, | 


Daniel, 


Eastman, John C. Edwards, Charles A. Floyd, 


Kornance, Gentry, Gerry, Gilmer, Goggin, Wil- | 


liam © Goode, Graham, Green, Habersham 
Hays, Hopkins, Hosck, Houston, Hubard, Hun 
ier, Jack, Wiliam Cost Tchnson, Cave Johnson, 
John W. Jones, Isaac D. Jones, Keim, John P. 
Kennedy, Lane, Abrabam McClellan, Marchand, 
Mathews, Medill, Meriwether, Miller, Mcore, Mor- 
row, Newhard, Owsley, Payne, Pearce, Pope, 
Powell, Proftit, Alexander Randall, Rayner, Re- 
ding, Rhett, Riggs, Rodney, Shaw, Shepperd, Say- 
der, Sollers, Stanly, Steenrod, John T. Stuart, 
Summers, Sumter, Sweney, Taliaferro, John B. 


Garrett Davis, Dawson, Dean, Deberry, | 


Ordered, That the hour of meeting be 12 o’clock 
at noon, till further ordered. 

On motion by Mr. ANDREWS, 

The House atjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Wrepnespay, December 8, 1841. 

The Senaie met at 12 «'cicck. The following 
Senators, in addiion to those already reported, ap- 
peared in their seais, viz: 

Mr. KING of Alabama. 

Mr. BARROW of Louisiana. 

Mr. CHOATE of Massachusetts. 

Mr. DIXON of Rhode Istand. 

Mr. BERRIEN of Georgia. 

Mr. MILLER, of New Jersey. 

Tae proceedings of yesterday having been read, 

On motion of Mr. ARCHER, 

Resolved, That two Chaplains be elected for the 
present session of Congress, one for each House, 
who shall interchange services. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON inqaired of the Chair 
whether there was any business before the Senate. 

The CHAIR replied in the negative. 

On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, 

The Senate at 124 o’clock adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepxespay, December 8, 1841. 

On metion by Mr. TILLINGHAST, 

Ordered, That a committee of three members 
be appointed, who shall, ia conjunction wilh such 
ymaiittee as may be appoinied on the part of the 
Senate, direat the expenditure of all moneys that 
may be appropriated fer the Library of Con- 
gress. 

Mr. GILMER announced the attendance of the 
Hon. Wirum Sirs, elected a representative 
trom the State of Virginia, to supply the vacancy 
occasioned by the resigna‘ion of the Hon, Lina 
Banks. 

Mr. SMITH was then qualified and tock his 
scat. 

Mr. FILLMORE asked if the first business in 
order was not the reference of the President's 


A Q 
Message. 


the first in order. 

The SPEAKER replied that they were. 

Mr. CARUTHERS info the House that a 
dispute, of an amicable rature, had arisen between 
himself and a gentleman from Louisiana, [Mr 
Dawsoan,] respecting their right to the seat that 
had, at the last session, been cecupied by the Hon. 
John Sergeant, and that they had agreed to submit 
ihe matter in dispute to the House. He, Mr. Cc. 
claimed the seat on the ground that previous to 
the resignation of Mr. Sergeant, he had exchanged 
seats with that gentleman, and had placed his 


agreed, said Mr. C. that some precedent ought to 
be cet in regard to the exchange of seats; and we, 
therefore, agreed to sabmit the mater to the 
House. 

Mr. C. BROWN then submitted the fellowing 
resolution as an amendment to the motion of Mr. 
CaRUTHERS! 

Resolved, That seats becoming unoccupied by 
the death or resignation of any member, shall be 
reserved forthe use of the suecessor of such mem- 
bers. oa 

The SPEAKER said that the amendment was 
not in order. 

Mr. GORDON submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was also declared to be out of order: 

Resolved, That this House will proceed to-u:or~ 
row morning to draw by jot for the seats in this 
hail. S> 

Mr. STANLY offered the following asa sub- 
stitute for the motion of Mr. Canursers, which 
was accepted by the latter: i ; 


Resolved, That the Hon. Rozert L. CARUTHERS 
is eatttled to the seat occupied during the last ses- 
sion by the Hon, Jons Serczanr, it appearing to 
the House that the Hon. Jonn Sznaeant and the 
Hon. R. L. Caruruers exchanged seats prior to 
the close of the last session—a custom which has 
heretofore been usual among members of- the 
House. 

Mr. C. BROWN moved to amend the resolu- 
tion by sinking out the name of Mr. CARUTAERS, 
and providing that the seat be reserved for the suc- 
cessor of Mr. Sescrant. Mr, B. said he was op- 
posed to the claim vi the gentleman from Tennes- 
see, because it would establish an injurious prece- 
dent in allowing members about to l-ave the House 


i to transfer to another the seats which they held rot 


for ther own benefit, but for the benefit of their 
constituents. It was unjust to all the other mem- 
bers notte allow them an equal chance of obtain» 
ing a desirabie seat. He admitted the right of 
members to exchange seats with each other when 
they both intend to use them in good faith; but he 
was apposed io this kind of jockeying, by which a 
member whe is about to retire, can maxe a private 
arrangement With one ef bis friends to give him a 
betier seal. : 

Mr. SLADE said that he did not recoguise the 
right of a member to transfer his seat. to another, 
pat when he abandoned 1t, the first applicant hada 
right te take it, He would prefer putting the ques- 
tion on that focting to tbe onein the resolution of 
the gentleman from North Carolina. Mr. 8. said 
that he wished to express the fact “that the. said 
Joun SERGEANT had abandoned said seat, and that 
the same was thereupon taken by the said) Roger? 
L, Canuruers.” This he believed was. the’ state 
of the facts, and he would offer an amendment to 


10 


that.effect.. Mr. S. accordingly offered his amend- 
ment, bul it was rejected without a count. 

Mr. BIDLACK moved to postpone the further 
consideration of the subject, believing that there 
was a disposition in the House to assign the mem- 
bers their seats by Jot; which motion was rejected. 

The question was then taken on Mr. STANLY’S 
motion, and it was carried—-yeas 122, nays 51. 

Mr. STOKELY cficred the following resolution, 
which was decided to be not in order: 

. Resolved, That all the seats in this House be 
numbered, and that the numbers be placed in a 
box and drawa for respectively—each member oc- 
cupying for the present session the number drawn 
by him. 

TMr. BRIGGS submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered and agreed to : 

Resolved, The Senate concurring, that two Chap- 
lains, of different denominations, be elected by 
Congress, one by each House, to serve during the 
present sesrion, who shall interchange weekly. 

Mr. YORKE submitted the following resolution, 
which was also cofsidered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Clerk cause to be furnished 
to the members of this House, during the present 
session, such papers as they may direct, the ex- 
pense thereof not to exceed the price of three daily 
papers, to each member, from the commencement 
of the session. 

Mr. ADAMS wished to know whether the 
standing committees had been appointed, because 
when petitions were presented, it was necessary to 
refer them to some commitiee. 

The SPEAKER. reptied tzat the committees had 
not yet been’appointed, and he was about to sug- 
gest to the House that the presentation of petitions 
had beiter be postponed till the committees were 
announced, 

On motion by Mr, FiLMORE, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Taurspay, December 9, 1841. 

The Senate met at 12 o'clock. The following 
Senators, in addition to those already announced, 
appeared in their seats, viz: 

Mr. MERRICK, of Maryland. 

Mr. SIMMONS, of Rhode Island. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE, of Michigan. 

Mr. BAYARD moved that when the Senate ad- 
Journ, it adjourn till Monday next, to afford time 
to organiz? the committees. Agreed to. 

Oa motion of Mr. WRIGHT, 

Reselved, That the 34:h rule of the Senate regu- 
lating the election of committees, be so far suspend- 
ed, that the presiding cfficer shail have the 
appointment of all the standing committees of the 
Senate. 

Mr. MANGUM moved ihat the Senate adjourn, 
Agreed to. 

The Senate then adjourned till Monday next at 
12 o'clock. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuorspay, Dec. 9, 1841. ‘ 

Mr. TOLAND announced the atiendance of the 
honorable Joseph R. incursout, elected a Repre- 
sentative from the State of Pennsylvania, to supply 
the vacancy occasioned by the resignation of the 
honorabie Jons Svrewanr, and moved that he be 
qualified. 

Mr. INGERSOLL was then qualified, and took 
his seat. 

Mr. FILLMORE said it has eceurred to him 
thatit would advance the business of she House very 
much, and probably aid in the distribution of the 
business cf the several committees, if the Presi- 
denvs message was referred to them, so that it 
might be astertained what select committees should 
be established. Hheie were certainly some sab- 
jects. that did not belong to any of the standing 
committees, and it seemed to him that the Speaker 
and members of the Howie should at once know 
what select committees were to be raied. With 
that view he would submit to the consideration of 
the House the followirg resolutions: 

Resolved, ‘That so much of the annual message 
of the President, with the accompanying docu- 
ments, communicated to this House on the 7th 


. 
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instant, as. relates to the subjects of controversy 
and negotiation between this Government. and 
Great Britain, and also so much thereof as relates 
to our relations with other foreign nations, be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 

Resolved, That so much thereof as relates to the 
suppression of the African slave trade, and so 
much thereof as relates to the removal of causes 
involving our international obligations from the 
State to the Federal Judiciary aud also so much 
thereof as relates to the regulation and restraint of 
Executive power in removals from office, be refer- 
red to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Resolved, That so much thereof as relates to the 
sixth census, and the apportionment of representa- 
tives to the House, be referred to a select com- 
mittee. : 

Resolved, That so much thereof as relates to the 
finances of the Government be referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

Resolved, That so much thereof as relates to the 
tariff be referred to the Committee on Manufac- 
tures. 

Resolved, That so much thereof as relates to the 
currency, exchanges and a fiscal agent, be referred 
to a select committee. . 

Resolved, That so much thereof as relates to the 
Navy and maritime defences of the country be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Resolved, That so much thereof as relates to the 
post office establishment be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Resolved, That so much thereof as relates to the 
Smithsonian legacy, be referred to a select com- 
mittee. 

Resolved, That so much thereof as relates to the 
District of Columbia, be referred to the Committee 
on the District of Columbia. 

The resolutions having been read, 

Mr. ATHERTON said that he saw no reason 
for departing from the usage of the House, which 
he believed had been to refer the President’s Mes- 
sage to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, and there, in the first instance, make a 
distribution cf the subjects therein embraced. He 
had understood the gentleman from Virginia, 
{Mr. Wisz,] when he moved the printing of 
the message, to say that, were the House then 
not without roles, and thus without a Committee 
of the Whole, he would have proposed that dispo- 
sition of it. And even if the House should con- 
clude to distribute the topies of the message with- 
out its reference to the Committee of the Whole, 
this, it seemed to him, ought not to be done before 
the announcement of the committees by the Chair. 
It would be recollected that the presentation of pe- 
titions was objected to on yesterday en the ground 
that the committees had not been appointed. The 
same objection would ‘certainly hold good against 
the resolations of the gentleman from New York 
at this time. He therefore objected to the recep. 
tion of the resolutions. 

Mr. GILMER thought it would ibe better to 
wait till the standing committees of the House 
were announced by the Chair, and. we can then, 
said he, be better able to judge of the propriety of 
raising special committees. He presumed that the 
committees were not yet appointed, and that the 
Chair would require some days te come to make 
his selections, As the resolutions were notin or- 
der, he heped the House would proceed to the or- 
ders of the day. The resolutions could not be 
acied on at present, without the general consent of 
tie House, and he objected to their being consi- 

ered, 

Fhe SPEAKER made some remarks that were 
not distinctly beard by the Reporter. 

Mr. FILMORE said that it was with the view of 
aiding the Speaker, and of expediting ihe business 
of the House, that he had moved the resolutions, 
It certainly was a matter of great importance, both 
to the business of the House and to the Speaker, 
that he should know, before he distributed the House 
into committees, what committees were to be 
raised. 


Mr. GILMER observed that his friend from 
New York would perceive that the Standing com- 
mittees of the House were pointe | out by its rules, 
| and eyery member knew, therefore, what they 


| 


were. All he wanted was that the Chair should 
announce them, and then it would be known what 
special committees were necessary. As we have, 
said Mr. G. a special order of the day of some 
importance, (the report of the Committee on the 
Rules,) and as the Chair would require several 
days yet to make up the committees, it would be 
better to let the subject of the resolutions lay over 


for he present, and proceed to the business before . 


the House. 


A message was received from the Senate by Mr. 


Aspury Dicxins, their Secretary, stating that that 
body had passed a joint resolution for the appoint- 
ment of two Chaplains of different denominations, 
one to be elected by each House, and to inter- 
change weekly; in which they requested. the con- 
currence of the House. a 
Mr. CLIFFORD then rose to express his views 
on the subject of Mr. Fitnmors’s resolutions; 


when : 

The SPEAKER interrupted him, and said he 
would inform the genileman that the whole debate 
was unnecessary, as the resolutions were not be- 
fore the House, 

Mr. LAWRENCE rose and said: I rise to per- 
form the melancholy duty of anncuncing to the 
House the death of a respected colleague, the Hon. 
Henry Brack, late a member of this House from 
the State of Pennsylvania. He died on the 26h 
of November, of. appoplexy, at his residence in 
Somerset county. Buta few months have passed 
away since my colleague from Adams was called 
upon to announce the death of the predecessor of 
Judge Buack, the Hon Charles Oatz. To supply 
the vacancy occasioned by the death of Mr. OLE, 
Judge Buack was elected by a very large majority 
of the people of the district. He took his seat in 
this House during the late extra session, still in 
lime to participate in most of the imporiant mea- 
sures passed upon in Congress during that period; 
and although the time allowed to him here was too 


short to form a general acquaintance with all the ` 


members, still all who knew him must have been 
favorably impressed. Mild and amiable in his 
temper, modest and unassuming in his character 
and intercourse, unyielding in bis integrity, with 
principles firmly established, yet his mind always. 
open to reason. Honored in early life with the 
confidence of the people of his district, he was 
chosen as a member of the Legislzture of his na- 
tive State, where he, served with honor. Subse- 
quently, he was appointed a Judge of the Court, 
where he remained until his destiny was changed 
by those who delighted to honor him, by giving 
him a seat on this floor, where he has filled the 
measure of his publie service. 

Mr. Speaker, while, in common with my ccl- 
leagues, I feel deeply sensible on the occasion, yet 
I stand in a relation to the deceased peculiar to my- 
self. He was the companion of my boyhood, my 
acquaintance of riper years, my friend in private, 
and my associatein public life. I knew his worth, 
and I feel bis loss. ‘he day previous to his death 
he was in the enjoyment of usual health, with a fair 
prospect of a vigorous old age, surrounded by his 
family and friends, expecting shorily to exchange 


; the sweets of domestic enjoyment for the basile of 


public life. But the decree had gone forth. Ano- 
ther day, and he is in the world of spirits. Thus 
suddenly has his family and numerous friends been 
pluaged into deep distress by the loss of an afee- 
tionate husband, a tender parent, and a devo'ed 
friend. 1 will conclude by offering for the consi- 
deration of the House the resolution which I hold 
in my hand. 

Mr. LAWRENCE then submitted a resolution, 
which was unanimously adopted, that the members 
of this House, as a testim-ny of respect for the me- 
mory of the late Hon. Henry Buack, go into the 
usual mourning, by wearing crape on the left arm 
for thirty days. 

On motion by Mr. LAWRENCE, 

Tke House adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 10, 1841. 
The SPEAKER communicated a report from 
the Navy Department, made in compliance with 
the provisions of the second section of the act of 


Mobic de < 


May 2d, containing a statement showing. the ex- 
penditures under the coutingent fund of the office 
Sof the Secretary of the Navy and the office of the 
Navy Commissioners. 
Mr. KING of Georgia moved to refer it to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 
Mr. CAVE JOHNEON desired to know whether 
the Committee on Naval Affairs had yet been ap- 
pointed. It was not usual to refer matters to the 
standing commiitees before their appointment. 


Mr. WISE moved to lay the document on the | 


table, and that it be printed. This, he’said, was 
the usual course taken with regard to Executive 


communicaiions before ihe announcement cf the | 


‘standing committees. 

Tais motion was agreed to. 

Mr, HOPKINS proposed to take up and concor 
with the resolution sent from the Senate, providing 
for the appointment of Chaplains. 

The SPEAKER informed the gentleman that the 
House had already passed a joint resolution on that 
subject. 

Mr. BRIGGS supposed that nothing remained to 
do but to go at cnce into the election. 

Mr. RHETT nominated the Rev. Dr, Benjamin 
Palmer. 

The SPEAKER said that the first business in 
order was the reception of petitions. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON inquired if the first bu. 
siness in erder was not the report of the Commiitee 
ject bad been made the special order for yesterday, 
onthe Rules and Orders of the House. ‘Phat sub- 


Thursday.) and for every succeeaing day till diss | 
J E NATS ngoa 
He should think that this report was the | 


posed of, 
` first business in erder. 


Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland said that as many | 
gentlemen were anxious to proceed with cther | 


| business, he would move the postponement of the 
p> special order, 


The SPEAKER askcd the gentleman if his mo- | 


ticn contemplated a fixed day to postpone the spe- 
cial order to. 
Several gentlemen named Monday next. 


Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland said that heshould | 


not fixonany day. If the postponement should 
be carried, the Hoase could take the report up any 
day it pleased. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina moved to 
© amend the gentleman’s motion so as to postpone 
| the order to Monday next. 


Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland then said that ke | 
should vary his motion so as to move to lay the re- | 


ITT: 


port on the table. ‘Tne House could then take it 
up when it pleased. 

Mr. FILLMORE asked, if the report was laid 
on the table, if it would nut require a vote of two- 
thirds to take it up again. 

The SOHAKER replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. ARNOLD called for the yeas and nays on 
Mr. Jounson’s motion; which, having been or- 
dered, the qnestion was taken, and decided. in the 
afirmative—yeas 96, nays 88, as follows: 

YEAS—Messys. 
Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Burke, Sampson H. Bui- 
ler, William Bauder, William O. Butler, Green 
W. Caldwell, Caruthers, Clifford, Clinion, Coles, 
Cross, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, 
Doig, Eastman, Edwards, Egbert, Ferris,C. A.Floyd, 


Fornanee, Thomas F, Foster, Gerry, Gilmer, Gog- | 


gin, Gorden, Graham, H 
Hastings, Hays, 


bersham, Haris, Jobn 


son, Jobn W. Jones, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, 
King, Lewis, Littetield, Lowel, Robert MeCtel- 
lan, McKay, Marchacd, Alfred Marshal, John 
Thompson Mason, 2 i 


news, Medill, Meriwetber, 
Miller, Moore, Newbard, Parmenter, Payne, Pin- 
mer, Pope, Profit, Reding, Rhett, Riggs, Seunders, 
Shaw, Shepperd, William Smith, Sayder, Sollers, 
Steenrod, Summers, Sumter, Taliaferro, Jacob 
Thompson, Triplet, Furaey, Van Buren, Wal- 
lace, Ward, Weiler, Wesbrock, James W. Wil- 
liams, Christopher H. Wiliams, Joseph L. Wil- 
liams, Wise, and Wood—96. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alen, Landaf W. 
Andrews, Sherlock J. Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg, 
Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Blair, Boardman, Bor- 
den, Botts, Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, Milton 


Atherton, Beeson, Bidlack, | 


Dawson, Dean, | 


topkins, Houck, Houston, Ba- | 
bard, Efunier, Charies J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. in- | 

3 1 See. D ? a w j 
gersoll, Jack, Va m Cost Jchnson, Cave Jonn- | 
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Brown, Bumell, Calhoun, William B. Camptell, 
Casey, John C. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, Cowen, 
Cranstun, Cushing, Garrett Davis, Deberry, Jobn 
Edwards, Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, Joho G. 
Floyd, A. Lawrence Foster, Gates, Gentry, Gid- 
dings, Patrick G. Goode, Granger, Hall, Halsted, 
Henry, Howard, Hudson, James Irvin, Wiliam 
W. Irwin, James, John P. Kennedy, Lane, Law- 
rence, Linn, Samson Mason, Mattocks, Maynard, 
Morris, Morrow, Pendleton, Ramsey, Benjamin 
Randall, Randolph, Reynelds, Ridgway, Rodney, 
Roosevelt, Russell, Saltons all, Simonion, Slade, 
Truman Smith, Stanly, Stokely, Stratton, Alexan- 
der H. H. Stuart, Jobn T. Stuart, John B. Thomp- 
son, Richard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, 
Tomlinson, Trumbull; Underwood, Washington, 
Thomas W. Wiliams, Lewis Williams, Wia- 
throp, Yorke, Augustus Young,and John Young 
Mr. FILMORE rose for the purpose of inquiring 
whether the President’s message did not properly 
come up the first thing in order. If it did, ke 
would again submit the resolutions he offered yes- 
terday. 

Mr. ATHERTON objected to the reception of 
the resolutions. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Tennessee desired to inquire 
of the Chair whether any business could bein or- 
der till the announcement of the standing com- 
mittees? As petitions could not be referred till 
then, he thought the message could not either be 
referred, 

The SPEAKER thought it was in the power of 
the House to take up and refer the message. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Tennessee, with a view to 
the organization of the House, znd to give the 
Speaker time to appoint the committees, moved an 
adjournment till Monday. 

The SPEAKER iniormed the gentieman that 
he could not make the compound motion toad- 
journ, aud to adjourn over to Monday; he could 
accomplish his cbjeet by first moving for the 
House to adjourn over to the day he fixed on, and 
that motion prevailing, then moving for an adjourn- 
ment, 

Mr. JOHNSON of ‘Tennessee accordingly 
moved that when the House adjourn, it adjourn 
over to Monday next; which motion was carried 
without a division. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Tennessee then moved that 
the House do adjourn. 

Mr. FILLMORE called for the yeas and nays 
on the motion. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Tennessee, to save the time 
of the Ffouse, withdrew his motion. 

Mr. FILLMORE then moved to take up the 
President’s message for the purpose of reference. 

Mr. SAUNDERS of North Carolina remarked, 
that if petitions could not be referred before the 
appointment of the standing committees, the mes- 
sege could not. 

A motion was here made to adjourn, but by 
whom, the Reporter could not asceriain. 

Mr. FILLMORE called for the yeas and nays 
which were ordered, and, on taking the question, 
resulted in—yeas 72, nays 118, as fellows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atherion, Bowne, Boyd, Brew- 
ster, Aaron V. Browr, Burke, Sampson Fi. But- 
ier, Wiliam Butler, William O. Butler, Grcen W. 
Caldwell, Calhoun, Clifferd, Clinton, Coles, Cross, 
Daniel, Richard D. Davis, Dawson, Dean, Doig, 
Eastman, John ©. Edwards, , Fessenden, 


y; 


opkins, Houck, E 
John W. Jones, Keim, Asdrew K a $ 
: id i, Abraham McC . Robert 
fareband, Alired Marshall, 
Marwel, Me- 


g 


Meiel 

Jecha Thompsoa 
dill, Miller, New er, Partridge, 
Payne, Reding, Reynolds, Riggs, Sanford, Saun- 
ders, Shaw, William Smith. Snyder, Steenrod, 
Samter, Jacob Thompscen, Turney, Van Buren, 
Ward, and Woed—72. 

NAYS—Mersrs. Adams, Allen, Landaf W. 
Andrews, Sherlock F. Andrews, Arnoid, Ayerigg, 
Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Beeson, Bidlack, Blair, 
Boardman, Borden, Botts, Briggs, Brockway, 
Bronson, Milton Brown, Burne], William B, 


n 


Camptell, Thomas .J. Campbell, Caruthers; Gae. 
sey, John C. Clark, Sialey N. Clarke, Cowen, : 
Cranstcn, Cushing, Garret Davis, Deberry, John 

Edwards, Everett, Fillmore, A. L. Foster, Gates, . 
Gerry, Giddings, Goggin, P. G. Goode, Grabam,. . 
Granger, Habersham, Hall, Halsted, Hays, Hen- ; 
ty, Howard, Hubsrd, Hudson,, Hunter, Charles.. 
J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, . 
William W. Irwin, James, William C. Johnson, 

John P. Kennedy, King, Lane, Lawrence, Linn, 


Morris, Morrow, Osborne, Owsley, Pearce, Pen-.- 
dieton, Pope, Powell, Prcffit, Ramsay, Randall, 
Randolph, Rayner, Ridgway, Rodney, Roosevelt, . 
Rastell, Salionstall, Snepperd, Simonton, Slade, 
T. Smith, Sollers, Stanly, Stokely, Stratton, Alex. 
H. H. Stuart, John T. Stuart, Summers, Sweney, 
Taliaferro, John B. Thompson, R. W. Thompson, 
Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, Trum- 
bull, Underwood, Wallace, Washington, . Weller, 
Westbrock, Thomas W. Williams, James W, 
Williams, Lewis Williams, Christopher H. Wil- 
liams, Winthrop, Wise, Yorke, Augustus Young, 
and John Young—118. 

Tne SPEAKER here announced that petitions 
were in order, and called for petitions trom the 
State of Maine. : ‘ + 

Mr. CUSHING begged leave to.ask.the Chair if 
there was not a subsisting order fer the election of. 
a Chaplain in the motion of his colleague. As 
that related to the organization of the House, he 
supposed it would have preference over other busi- 
ness, and he thought they had better proceed to it 
at once. 

Mr. BRIGGS suggested that, as petitions had 
been called, it wouid be necessary to move to post- 
pene ibem for the present. 

Mr. CUSHING accordingly moved to postpone 
the cal! for pstitions in order to go into the election 
of a Chaplain. 

The SPEAKER thought it would be in order to 
proceed to the election, as it related to the organi- 
zation of the Honse. 

Mr. LEWiS WILLIAMS moved to postpone 
the election of a Chaplain till Monday next; which 
motion was decided in the affirmative—yeas 108, 
nays 95, as follows: a 

YEAS—Messrs, Alien, L. W. Andrews, 8. J. 
Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, Bar- 
nard, Blair, Boardman, Borden, Botts, Bronson, 
M. Brown, Calhoun, W. B.. Campbell, T. J. 
Campbell, Caruthers, Childs, J. C. Clark, S. N. 
Ciarke, Cooper, Cranston, G. Davis, Dawson, 
Dean, Deberry, Everett, Ferris, Fessenden, Fill- 
more, A. L. Foster, Giddings, Goggin, P. G. 
Goode, Graham, Granger, Green, Hall, Henry, 
Howard, Hadson, J. R. Ingersoll, J. Irvin, James, 
W. C. Johnson, J. P. Kennedy, A. Kennedy, Lane, 
Lawrence, Lewis, Linn, T. F. Marshali, Mathews, 
Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Meriwether, Moore, 
Morris, Morrow, Osborne, Owsley, Pearce, Pen- 
Gleton, Pope, Powell, Randail, Randolph, Rayner, 
Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall, Sanford, Shepperd, 
Simonton, T. Smith, Snyder, Stanly, Stokely, 
Siraiton, J. T. Stuart, Summers, Sumter, J. B. 
Thompson, R. W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, 
Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Wallace, Wash- 
ington, Weller. T. W. Williams, L. Williams, ©. 
H. Williams, J. L. Witiams, Winthrop, Yorke, 
A. Yorng and J. Young—108. 

NAY3S-—Bess’s. Adams, Atherton, Barton, Bee- 
sen, Bidlack, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Briggs, 
Breckway, A. V. Brown, C. Brown, Burke, S. H, 
Builer, W.O. Batler, G. W. Caldwell, J, Camp- 
beli, Casey, Clinton, Coles, Cowen, Cross, Cush- 
ing, Daniel, R D. Davis, Doig, Eastinan, J. Ed- 
i werds, J. O. Edwar’s, Ezbert, J. G. Floyd, ©. A. 
Floyd, Fornance, T. F. Foster, Gates, Geny. Gil- 
Halsed, Harris, J. Hastings, Hays, 
Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, G. J. Inger- 
sol, W. W. Irwin, Jaek, ©. Johnsen, J. WwW. 
Jones, Keim, Litdefield, Loweil, A. McClellan, R. 
Mc“lelian, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, A. Mar- 

shall, J. 'T. Mason, Medill, Miller, Newhard, Par- 
| menter, Partridge, Payne, Plumer, Profit, Ramsey, 
Reding, Reynolds, Rhett, Riges, Rodney, Roose- 
velt, Saunders, Shaw, W. Smith, Steenrod, A, H, 
H. Stuart, Sweeney, Taliaferro, J, Thompson, 
| Tomlinson, Turney, Van Buren, Ward, Watters 


Samson Mason, Mattocks, Meriwether, Moore,’ - 
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son, Westbrook, J. W. Williams, Wise, Wood— 

Mr. FILLMORE observed that according to the 
decision of the Speaker, any motion would be in 
order that related to the organization of the House. 
He would therefore make a propositien for the rais- 
ing of such select committees as might be neces- 
sary. Mr.F. then submitted the following reso- 
lution: ; 

Resolved, That for the better organization of the 
House, in addition to the standing committees pro- 
vided for by the rules, the Speaker appoint the fol- 
lowing select committees, for the session, to consist 
of nine members each, to wit: 

A:select committee .on the plan of finance re- 
commended in the President’s message. 

A select committee on the apportionment of Re- 
presentatives to Congress, 

A select committee on the Smithsonian legacy. 

Mr. ATHERTON objected to the reception of 
the resolutions as out of order. i 

Mr. JOHNSON of Tennessee inquired of the 
Chair if they were in order. 

The SPEAKER thought that they were, inas- 
much as they related to the organization of the 
House, 

Mr. JOHNSON. of Tennessee appealed from 
the decision of the Chair, on the ground that under 
the rales of the House petitions were the first 
business in order; and asked the Clerk to read the 
rule. 

` The SPEAKER replied that he had no doubt 

about the force of the rule the gentleman referred 
to, butit was superseded by the mouon relating 
to the organization of the House. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Tennessee said it struck him 
asa strange proceeding to refer the message or paris 
of it, before the announcement of the standing 
commitiees, for he looked upon the revolution as 
tantamount to a reference of portions of the mew- 
sage. It was unheard of, and contrary to all par- 
liamentary usage, for the Speaker to have it in his 
power to appoint the committees with reference to 
the business they were to consider, instead of the 
House having it in its power to select what com- 
mittees the business should be referred to. 

Mr. PROFFIT would also express his surprise 
at the fixed determination of the gentleman from 
New York to have the committees appointed, afier 
the reference of the message; what would be the 
consequence if the gentleman succeeded in his 
object. Why it would be the Speaker, and not 
the House, that would have the reference of its bu- 
siness, and thus have reports made to suit particu- 
lar views. 

The SPEAKER called Mr. P. to order, and re- 
minded him that the question was not then on the 
reference of the message, but on the appointment 
of special committees. 

Mr. PROFFIT continued. He considered the 
proposition as tending to take from the House the 
power that belonged toit. It was an evasion of 
that responsibility which ought to rest on the 
House alone. Hesaw the Speaker touching the 
mallet, and hoped he would not take it up prema- 
turely. Under tbe present rules, the Speaker, with 
that impartiality which he had always shown, 
[laughter,] would appoint the standing committees 
without reference to the business they were to con- 
sider, and the House would: then judge which of 
them to refer each item of its business to as it 
came up inorder, Suppose, said Mr. P, we 
should see the Committee of Manufactures consti- 
tuted without one Northern man on it, would we 
then refer the subject of the tariff to it So 
also with regard to the subject of finance, and 
to other important interests of the country, the 
House must see that the appropriate committees 
are justly and equally constituted before it can 
safely refer those subjects to them. Mr. P. con- 
cluded by expressing the opinion that the proposi- 
tion contained in the resolutions was ten times 
more odious than was the gag law of the last 
session. 

Mr. FILLMORE should not have risen to add 
one word if he supposed that other gentlemen la- 
bored under the same: misunderstanding of the re- 
solutions as the gentleman from Indiana did. The 
House would observe that his proposition was not 
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to refer the message but to constitute those special 
committees, which were obviously necessary for 
the business of the House. It was to complete the 
organization of the House, and there could be 
no more objections to sayng now what spe- 
cial committees there shall be than to say 
what standing committees there shall be. 
The proposition he had submitted carried out 
precisely the views of the gentleman from Indiana, 
because by it the special committees, like thefstand- 
ing committees, would be designated: by the House 
previous to their being filled up by the Speaker. 
The resolution was offered for the purpose of as- 
certaining what special committees. the House 
would raise, not for the purpose of enabling the 
Speaker to control the references of the business of 
the House. 

Mr. CLIFFORD objected to the decision of the 
Chair, on three grounds, and he would state them 
as concisely as possible, in order to avoid being 
misunderstood. His first objection was, that the 
appointment of select committees did not. pertain to 
the organization of the House under the rules, as 
decided by the Speager. The Speaker decided the 
other day that petitions were the first business in 
order, and could not be set aside, unless by a pri- 
vileged one, which to-day he decided the pending 
resolutions to be. Now he, Mr. C. would put it to 
the House whether this motion was a privileged 
one. 

Let it be remembered, Mr. C. said, that the de- 
cision of to-day is to last as a precedent for the 
whole session, and not fer the particular case un- 
der divcussion. Such a decision, he ventured to 
assert, was never heard of before, either in the Bri- 
tich Parliament, in this Congress, or in the Legis- 
latures cf any of the’States. Indeed, he had never 
heard of such a one. Ifthere ever had been one 
similar to it, he should like to know where it was 
to be found. Show me, said he, the precedent. 
Mr. C. objected, in the second place, because the re- 
solution substantially proposed to refer the Presi- 
dent’s message, which, by the order of the House, was 
then lying on the table, and could not be taken from 
thence but by a vote of two-thirds. Now he would 
ask gentlemen if this proposition did not look to a 
reference of the President’s message? His third 
objection was, that the proposition, taken in any 
other way, was equivalent to an addition to the 
rules; and it was known that this would require a 
day’s notice. He advanced these opinions with 
great deference to the judgment of the Speaker, but 
he was so convinced of their correctness, that he 
could not vote to sustain the decision of the Chair. 
According to his recollections of British Parlia- 
mentury practice, there were no standing commit- 
fees recognised by it. Whenever a subject was 
introduced in either House, requiring a reference, 
it was referred to aselect committee raised for the 
purpose, and this gave the Speaker the dangerous 
power of packing the commitiees. It was with a 
view to avoid this arbitrary and partial course 
of procedure, that the practice was adopted in 
this country of having standing committees to which 
to refer appropriate subjects of legislation—thus 
giving the Legislature instead of its presiding offi- 
cer the power of directing the reference of its busi- 
ness. 

Mr. FILLMORE would like ihe gentleman to 
say what part of the resolation referred to the Pre- 
sident’s message. 

Mr. CLIFFORD. Let the resolution be read, 

The Cierk here read the resolution in which is 
contained the following paragraph: “A` select com- 
mittee on the plan <f Finance recommended in 
the President’s message.” 

Mir. CLIFFORD said there was a direct refe- 
rence to the President’s message: “A select com- 
mittee on the plan of Finance recommended in 
the President’s message.” 

Mr. FILLMORE said, if the gentleman would 
say bow he would have the resolution worded, he 
would modify it accordingly. 

Mr. CLIFFORD had no desire to modify the re- 
solution. He considered the decision of the Chair 
incorrect, for the reasons he had stated, and he 
should vote against sustaining it. He objected, 
first, because the appointment of select committees 


did not pertain to the organization of the House; | 


secondly, because the proposition was to refer the 
President’s message, whieh was then lying on the 
table, and could not be taken up without a vote of 
two-thirds; and thirdly, because it was not in order 
to add to the rules of the House without one day’s 
previous notice. 

The question on the appeal was then taken, and 
the decision of the Spzaxer was sustained by a 
vote of—yeas 103, nays 90, as follows: 

YEAS.—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Landaf W. 
Andrews, Sherlock J. Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg, 
Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Barton, Blair, Board- 
man, Borden, Brockway, Bronson, Burnell, Wil- 
liam Batler, Calhoun, William B. Campbell, Tho- 
mas J. Campbell, Casey, Childs, John C, Clark, 
Staley N. Clarke, Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, De- 
berry, John Edwards, Everett, Fessenden, Fill- 
more, A. Lawrence Fosier, Gates, Giddings, Pa- 
trick G. Goode, Graham, Granger, Green, Hall, 
Halsted, Henry, Howard, Hudson, Hunt, Joseph 
R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, James, John P. Kennedy, 


King, Lane, Lawrence, Linn, Thomas F. Mar. 


shall; Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Meriwether, 
Moore, Morris, Morrow, Osborne, Owsley, Pearce, 
Pendleton, Powell, Ramsay, Benjamin Randall, 
Randolph, Rayner, Ridgway, Rodney, Russel, 
Saltonstall, Shepperd, Simonton, Slade, Truman 
Smith, Sollers, Stanly, Stokely, Stratton, Alexan- 
der H. H. Stuart, John T. Stuart, Summers, Talia- 
ferro, John B. Thompson, Richard W, Thompson, 
Joseph L. Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, 
Trumbull, Wallace, Washington, Thomas W. 
Williams, Lewis Williams, Christopher H. Wil- 
liams, Joseph L. Williams, Robert C. Winthrop, 
Yorke, Augustus Young, and John Young—103. 

NAYS.—Messrs. Atherton, Beeson, Bidlack, 
Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Briggs, Aaron V. Brown, 
Cnas. Brown, Burke, S. H. Butler, Wm. O, Butler, 
Green W. Caldwell, Ciifford, Clinton, Coles, Cross, 
Cushing, Daniel, Hich. D. Davis, Dawson, Dean, 
Doig, Eastman, John C. Edwards, Ferris, Juhn G. 
Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, Gerry, 
Gilmer, Goggin, William O. Goode, Gordon, 
Harris, J. Hastings, Hays, Hopkins, Houck, Hous- 
ton, Hubard, Hunter, Charies J. Ingersoll, Wm. 
W. Irwin, Jack, Wm. Cost Johnson, Cave John- 
son, John W. Jones, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, 
Lewis, Littlefed, Lowell, Abraham McClellan, 
Robert McClellan, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, 
John Thompson Mason, Mathews, Medill, Miller, 
Newhard, Parmenter, Partridge, Payne, Piumer, 
Proffit, Reding, Reynolds, Roosevelt, Sanford, 
Saunders, Shaw, William Smith, Sayder, Steenrod, 
Sumter, Sweney, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Un- 
derwood, Van Buren, Ward, Waiterson, Weller, 
Westbrook James W. Williams, Wise and Wood 
—90. 

Mr. STANLY then moved the previous quss- 
tion on the resoiutions. k 

The question on seconding the cail for the pre- 
vious question was then taken by tellers, Mr. 
Cave Jounsonw and Mr. Tartarerro, and decided 
inthe affirmative—syes 101, noes 84. 

The previous question was then carried; when 

Mr. WISE called for a division of the question, 
so as to take it separately on the three different 
special committees which have been ordered. 

The question was first put on the adoption of 
that part of the resolution providing for the ap- 
pointment of a special commiitee on the plan of fi- 
nance recommended in the President’s Message, and 
was decided in the aflirmative—ayes 114, nays 84, 
as follows: : 

YEHAS.—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Landaf W. 


j Andrews, Sherlock J. Andrews, Arnold, Aycrizg, 


Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Barton, Blair, Board- 
man, Borden, Botts, Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, 
Milton Brown, Burnell, William Buller, Calhoan, 
William B. Campbell, ‘Phomas J. Camnbel!, Ca- 


| ruthers, Casey, Childs, John C. Clark, Staley N- 


Clarke, Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Garret Davis, 
Deberry, John Edwards, Everett, Fessenden, Fil- 
more, A. Lawrence Foster, Gates, Giddings, P. 
G. Goode, Graham, Granger, Green, Hall, Hal- 
stead, Henry, Howard, Hudson, Hunt, Joseph R. 
Ingersoll, James Irvin, James, William Cost John- 


| son, John P. Kennedy, King, Lane, Lawrence, 


Linn, Thomas F. Marshall, Mathiot, Mattocks, 
Maxwell, Maynard, Merriwether, Moore, Morris, 
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Morrow, Osborne, Owsley, Partridge, Pearce, Pen- 
dleton, Pope, Powell, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, 
Randolph, Ridgway, Riggs, Rodney, Russell, Sal- 
tonstall, Shepperd, Simonton, Slade, Truman 
Smith, Sollers, Sprigg, Stanly, Stokely, Stratton, 
Alexander ;H. H. Stuart, John T. Stuart, Sum- 
mers, Taliaferro, John B. Thompson, Richard W. 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Trip- 
lett, Trumbull, Underwood, Wallace, Washing- 
ton, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, 
Christopher H. Williams, Joseph L. Wiliams, 
Winthrop, York, Avgustus Young, and John 
Young—114. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atherton, Beeson, Bidlack, 
Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Charles 
Brown, Burke, Samson H. Butler, William O. 
Butler, Green W. Caldwell, John Campbell, Clif- 
ford, Clinton, Coles, Cushing, Daniel, Richard D. 
Davis, Dawson, Dean, Doig, Eastman, John C. 
Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, John G. Floyd, Charles 
A. Floyd, Fornance, Gerry, Gilmer, Gordon, Har- 
ris, John Hastings, Hays, Hopkins, Houck, Hous- 
ton, Hubard, Hunter, C. J. Ingersoll, Wm. W. Ir- 
win, Jaek, Cave Johnson, Johnu W. Jones, Keim, 
Andrew Kennedy, Lewis, Littlefield, Lowell, 
Abraham McClellan, Robert McClellan, MeKay, 
Mallory, Marchand, Alfred Marshall, Matthews, 
Medill, Miller, Newhard, Parmenter, Payne, 
Plumer, Preffit, Reding, Reynolds, Roosevelt, San- 
ford, Saunders, Shaw, William Smith, Snyder, 
Sicenrod, Sumter, Sweeney, Jacob Thompson, Tar- 
ney, Vao Buren, Ward, Waiterson, Weller, Wise, 
and Wood—84. 

Mr. WISE then withdrew his motion for a divi- 
sion, and 

The question wastaken on the two remaining 
branches of the resolution, and also carried wi'h- 
out a division. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland then submitted 


` | the following resolution, which was considered and 


adopted: 

Ordered, That a select committee of nine be 
appointed by the Speaker, on the subject of esta- 
blishing a national foundry for the fabrication of 
ordnance for the useof thearmy, forts and navy 
of the United States, and for testing improvements 
and models in that arm of the national defence, and 
to report by bill or otherwise. 

On motion by Mr. WELLER, 

The House adjourned. 


ers 


IN SENATE, 
Menpar, December 13, 1841. 

The Senate met at 12 o’clock. The journal 
having been read, 

The VICE PRESIDENT informed the Senate 
that he was not prepared to announce the standing 
committees this morning, but that be would on 
to-morrow perform his duty in this respect. 

Mr. SEVIER, Senator from Arkansas, appeared 
in his seat to-day, in addition to those already an- 
nouneed. 

The VICE PRESIDENT Jaid before the Senate 
a communication from the Department of State, 
in compliance with the second section of act of 
1836, making appropriation for the civil and diplo- 
matic services of Government, showing the expen- 
ditures of this Department for the year ending 30th 
November last; which was, 

On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed, 

Also, a communication from the Navy Depart- 
ment, in compliance with the 21 seetion of the act 
of 9:h May, 1836, giving an account of the expen- 
ditures from the contingent fund of that Depart- 
ment, from the 30th September, 1840, to 30th Sep 
tember, 1841; which was : ` 

On motion of Mr. MANGUM, ; 

Ordered, To lie on the table, and be printed, 

Also, a communication from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, transmitting copies of the Treasurer’s 
accounts for the 4th quarter of 1839, and the Ist 
and Qd quarters of 1840, and adjusted by account- 
ing officers; which was, 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. i 

Mr. KING gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave, on to-morrow, tọ introduce sundry bills, 


among which was a bill to create an additional 
land district in the State of Alabama. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate ` 


a message from the President of the United States, 
transmitting a report from the War Department 
respecting the military and naval defences of the 
country, and relating to the defences under the 
superintendence of that Deparment; which was, 

On motion of Mr. MERRICK, laid on the ta- 
ble and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PRENTISS gave notice that he wenld on 
to-morrow ask leave to introduce sundry bills, the 
titles of which were not heard. 

A message was received from the House of Re- 
presentatives, informing the Senate that that House 
had concurred in the joint resolution for the ap- 
pointment of chaplains to the two Houses. 

Also, that the House of Representatives had 
passed a resolution for the appointment of a joint 
committee, to direct the expenditure of appropria- 
tions to the library of Congress, and that tbree 
members had been appointed on the part of that 
House, and asked that a like number might be ap- 
pointed on the part of the Senate. 

Mr. CLAYTON moved that the joint resolution 
be concurred in; and desired that he might noi be 
placed on the committee. 

The resolution having been concurred in, on 
motion of Mr. CLAYTON the Vice PRESIDENT 
was empowered to appoint the con.mittee, 

Mr. ARCHER moved that the Senate proceed 
to the election of Chaplain to the Senate. 
Agreed te, 

The Senate having gone into an election, it ap- 
peared that 34 ballets had been given in, of which 
the 


Rev. Mr. Tustin received - - 28 
Rev. Mr. GURLEY > - - 3 
Rev. Mr. CLARK - - - 2 


Rev. Mr. Butrixsca © -~ - - 1 

The VICE PRESIDENT accordingly declared 
that the Rev. Mr. Tustin was elected, 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, 

Resclved, That a Committee on Engrossed Bills 
be appointed in pursuance of the joint rule of the 
two Houses. 


On wotion of Mr. EVANS, the CHAIR wasem- 
powered to appoint said committee. 

Mr. WHITE gave notice that he would, on to- 
morrow, ask leave to introduce sundry bills, among 
which wasa bill making appropriations for the 
completion of the Cumberland Road through the 
States of Ohio, Indiana and Ilinois. 

Mr. FULTON, Mr. PIERCE, Mr. WIL- 
LIAMS, Mr. WOODBURY and Mr. PRENTISS, 
severally gave verbal notice that they would, on 
to-morrow, ask leave to introduce sundry bills, the 
titles of which could not be heard in the gallery. 

Mr. MANGUM gave notice that he would, on 
to-morrow, ask leave to introduce a resolution for 
the appointment of a standing committee by the 
Senate, to report from time to time upon the pro- 
priety of printing such matter as may be presented 
to the Senate. He said his object was to prevent 
the printing of any matter which was not necessary. 

Mr. LINN said if it was the gentleman’s inien- 
tion to prevent unnecessary printing, he conld get 
at the matter better by vesting discretion in the 
standing committees to select, from such matter as 
was referred to them, that which they deemed 
necessary, and ask the Senate to have it 
printed from time to time. His friend would 
see the propriety of not subjecting the siand 
ing committees to the surveillance of the com- 
mittee the gentleman intends to ask the Senate 
to appoint. He merely threw out eut tbe sug- 
gestion to the gentleman, with the hope that it 
would meet the object he had in contemplation. 

Mr. KUNG inauited of the Senator from North 
Carolina, [Mr. Maxcom] whether he understood 
him to accept the suggesiion of the Senator from 
Missouri, Mr. Linn. 

Mr. MANGUM had no doubt the matter could 
be satisfactorily adjusted. The suggestion of the 
gentleman however, though he thought favorably 
of it, was a matter for consideration. it had oc- 

curred to him that the documents were too volu- 
minous, and the printing of many unnecessary, 


On motion of Mr. LINN, there being no further’ ` 
business before the Senate, ce 

The Senate adjonrned till to-morrow at 12 
o’clock. Pekka MESS 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
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The Journal of Friday was read and approved." 
_ Tre SPEAKER announced the following Stand- 
ing Committees: CME E a 

Committee of Elections.—Messrs. Halsted; ‘Blair, 
Cravens, Benjamin Randall, Borden, Barton, Tur- 
ney, Houston, and Reynolds. ea 

Committee of Ways and Means.—Messrs. Fillmore, 
Botts, Samson Mason, Wallace, T. F. Marshall, J. 
R. Ingersoll, J. W. Jones, Atherton, and Lewis. 

Committee of Claims.—Messrs. Giddings, Os- 
borne, Cowen, Tomlinson, Arnold, Hubard, Burke, 
J. W. Williams, and Medill. Co 

Commiticee on Commerce.——Messrs.. Kennedy, 
Winthrop, Toland, J. C. Clark, Ravner, Allen, 8. 
J. Andrews, T. W. Williams, and Ferrin.. oo , 

Committee on Public Lands —Mesers.. Morrow, 
Lewis Williams, Truman Smith, Gentry, Bron- 
son, Howard, Casey, Brewster, and Jacob Thomp- 
son. 

Committee on the Post Office aad Post Roads.— 
Messrs. Briggs, Joseph L. Williams. Rusgell, 
Brockway, Owsley, Hopkins, Andrew Kennedy. 
John G. Floyd, and Piumer. : 3 

Committee for the Disirict of Columbia —Messrs, 
Underwood, Summers, Alexander Randall, Powell, 
Rickard W. Thompson, John Campbell, Ward, 
Dawson, ard Bidlack. Si EN 

Committee on the Judiciary. —Messrs. Barnard, 
Trumbull, Pearce, Maxwell, Thomas F, Foster, 
Milton Brown, Chas. J. Ingersoll, Roosevelt, and 
Saunders. g 

Commitiee on Revolutionary Claims —Messrs. 
Hall, P. G. Goode, Triplett, Thos. J. Campbell, 
Maynard, Washington, James, Parmenter, and W. 
O. Goode. f -o 

Committee on Public Expenditures.—Messrs. Shep- 
perd, Lian, Hudson, John T. Stuart, Meriwether, 
Green, Clinton, Littlefield, and McClellan. 

Committee on Privale Land Claims.—Messrs. 
Moore, A. H. H. Stuart, John Young, Wm. C. | 
Johnson, R. D. Davis, Cross, Turney, Payne, and 
Charles Brown. i j 

Committee on Manufactures. Messrs. Saltonstall, 
Tillinghast, Rancolph, Slade, Hunt, Henry, Haber- 
sham, Aaron V. Brown, and P. C. Caldwell. | 

Committee on Agriculture.—Messrs Deberry,Ridg- 
way, Simonton, Mattocks, Doig, Shaw, Edwards, 
Partridge, and John Hastings. ‘ 

Committee on Indian Affairs —Messrs. Cooper, 
Caruthers, Chittenden, Sollers, W. Butler, Wat- 
terson, Harris, Weller, and John C. Edwards: 

Commitiee on Military Affairs.—-Messrs. Stanly, 
Pe dieton, Goggin, William B. Campbell, Stokely, 
Wm. O. Butler, Sumter, Miller, and J. T. Mason. 

Committee on the Militia —Mesers. Keim, Coles, 
Ward, Boyd, S. H. Butler, Reding, Alfred Mar- 
stall, Sweeny, and Houston. : 

Committe: on Neval Affuirs-—Messrs. Wise, | 
King, Calhoun, Jobn C. Clark, Burnell, Fressen- 
den, Graham, Mallory, and Clifford. ai 

Committee on Foreign Affairs.—Messre. Jobn Q. 
Adams, Cushisg, Everett, W. C. Johnson, Gran- 
ger, Gilmer, Hunter, Rhett, and Proffit, 

Committees on the Territories—Messrs. Pope, 
Christopher H. Williams, Garret Davis, Sollers, 
Gates, Green, Caldwell, Hays, Dean, and. Charles 
A. Floyd. cig 

Committee on Revolutionary Pensions —Messts. 
Taliaferro, Rodney, Staley N. Clarke, Mathiot, L. 
W. Andrews, Babcock, Matthews, Fornance, and 
Wm. Smith. . 

Committee on Invalid Pensions.—Messrs. Morris, 
Aycrigg, Baker, Gordon, Stratton, Isaac D. Jones, 
Doan, Sanford, and Augustus Young. 

Committee on Roads and Canals—Messts, Law- 
renee, Lane, John B. Thompson, W. W. Irwin, 
Sprigg, Steenrod, Wood, Danie], and Riggs. 

Committee on Patents —Messrs. R. McClellan, 
Cranston, Gerry, Ramsey, and Sanford. i 

Committee on Public Buildings and Groundi == 
Messrs. Boardman, Ward, Augustus Young, 
Cranston, and Bowne. 


Committee on Revisal and Unfinished Business.— 
Messrs. Eastman, Beeson, C. A. F.oyd, Jack, and 
Mattocks. 

Committee on  Aecounts—-Messrs. Marchand, 
York, Cary, Staley N. Clarke, and Joseph L. 
Williams. 

Committee on Mileage.—Messrs. Thomas W. 
Williams, Meriwether, John C. Edwards, W est- 
brook, and Egbert. 

Committee on the Library on the part of the House. 
Messrs, Tillingbast, Ayerige, and Semier. 

The followirg committees, appointed at the last 
session, hold over for the remainder of the Twenty- 
seventh Congress, viz: 

On Expenditures in the Stale Department.—Messrs. 
Van Buren, Hudson, Oliver, Brockway, and Wm. 
S. Hastings, 

On the Expenditures of the Treasury Department — 
Messrs. McKeon, Samson Mason, Partridge, I. D. 
Jones, and J. Irvin. 

On Expenditures in the War Department —Messrs. 

. McKay, Tomlinson, Newhard, J. J. Linn, and 
Brockway. 

On Expenditures in the Navy Department —Messrs. 
Yorke, Sinonton, Borden, Stuart, and Green. 

On Expendiluves inthe Post Qffice Department — 
Messrs. Lowell, Morgan, Washmgton, Boyd, and 
Lane. 

On Expenditures on the Public Buil.lings.—¥essts. 
Cave Juhuson, S. M., Gates, Bidlack, Stolxeley, and 
Houck. | 

The SPEAKER also announced the following 
Select Committers, appointed under the order of 
Friday last: 

Select Commitee on Finance and the Currency.— 
Messrs Cushing, John P. Keanedv, Gilmer, G. 
Davis, Wise, Roosevelt, Profit, McKay, and Wm. 
W. Irwin, 

Select Committee on the Apportionment of Represen- 
tatives.— Messrs. Everet', Childs, Caruthers, Sum- 
mers, Pearce, John T. Swart, Bidlack, Cross, and 
Weller. 

Select Committee on the Smithsonian Bequrst.—~ 
Messrs. J. Q. Adams, Habersham, Truman Smitb, 
Underwrod, Benj. Randall, Charles J. Ingersoll, 
Haunter, Housion, end Bowne. 

Select Committee on the National Foundry.—Messrs, 
Wm. ©. Jobnston, Samson Masen, Ring, Ran- 
doiph, Mallory, Hunt, Keim, Parmenter, and Cave 
Johnson. * 

Mr. BRIGGS roze and said tha‘, since the ad- 
journment of the House on Friday last, be under- 
stood that Colonel Hunter, late Assistant Door- 
keeper, had died. He (Mr. B ) desired to offer the 
ordinary resolution, providing for the j.ayment of 
the funeral expenses of the deceased, and then to 
offer another resolution, having reference to the 
office which bad been thus made vacant. 

And Mr. B. offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted unanimously: 

Resolved, Tat the Clerk cf the Houre pay the 
funeral expenses of Col. John W. Hunter, late 
Assistant Doorkeeper of this House. 

Mr. B. then offered the following resclution: 

Resolved, That the office of Assistant Door keeper 
is nut necessary for the service of this House, and 
that the same is hereby abolished. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON asked the yeas and nays 
on the adoption of the resolution, which was or- 
dered, and, being taken, were-—-Yeas 177, nays 23, 
as follows: 

YEAS—~Messrs. Alien, Landi W, Andrews, 
Sherlock J. Andrews, Atherton, Aycrigg, Bab-, 
cock, Baker, Barnard, Bidlack, Biair, Board- 
man, Borden, Botts, Bowne, Boyd, Brew- 
ster, Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, Milton Brown, 
Charles Brown, Burke, Barnc!], William Bater, 
Wiiliam O. Batler, Green W. Caldweil, Patrick 
C. Caldwell, John Campbell, Wiliam B. Camo- 
bell, Caruthers, Casey, Jobn G, Clark, Gifford, 
Coles, Cooper, Cowen, Cravens, Cross, Daniel, 
Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, Dawson, Doan, 
Deberry, Doig, Eastman, John Edwar!s, Jobn C. 
Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, Fessenden, Jonn G. 
Floyd, Charles A. Ficyd, Fornance, A. Lawrence 
Foster, Thomas F. Foster, Gates, Gentry, erry, 
Giddings, Gilmer, Goggin, Patrick G. Goode, 
William ©. Goode, Gordon, Graham, Granger, 
Green, Habersham, Hall, Halsted, Harris, Wil- 
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liam 8. Hastings, John Hasungs, Hays, Henry, 
Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Howard, Hubard, 
Hudson, Robert M. T. Hunter, Hiram „P. Hunt, 
Irvin, Irwin, Jack, James, Cave Johnson, John 
W. Jones, Isaac D. Jones, Keim, John P. Ken- 
nedy, Andrew Kennedy, Lane, Lawrence, Lewis, 
Linn, Littlefield, Lowell, Abrabam McClellan, 
Robert McCleilan, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, 
Alfred Marshall, Samson Mason, John Thompson 
Mason, Mathiot, Mathews, Mattocks, Maxwell, 
Maynard, Medill, Meriwether, Muller, .Moo.e, 
Morris, Morrow, Newhard, Osborne, O vsiley, Par- 
merter, Payne, Pearce, Pendleton, Plumer, Powell, 
Proffit, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, Randolph, 
Rayner, Reding, Reyn. Ids, Ridgway, Riggs, Roose- 
velt, Rassell, Saunders, Shaw, Sh-pperd, Simon- 
ton, Slade, Truman Smith, William Smith, Sey- 
der, Sprigg, Stanly, Steenrod, Stratton, Alexander 
H. H. Stuart, John T. Stuart, Summers, Sumter, 
Sweney, John B. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, 
Toland, Triplett, Trumtull, Turney, Underwood, 
Van Buren, Wallace, Ward, Washington, Wat- 
terson, Weller, Westbrook, Thomas W. Wiiliams, 
James W. Wiliams, Lewis Williams, Christopher 
H. Wiliams, Wood, Augustus Young, and John 
Young-—177, 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Barton, Calhoun, T. J. 
Campbell, Cranston, Cushing, Everett, Fillmore, 
Joseph R. Ingersoll, William Cost Jokns-n, King, 
Thomas F, Marshall, Partridge, Pope, Saltonstall, 
Sanford, Sollers, Taliaferro, Richard W. Thomp- 
son, Tiliinghast, Tomlinson, Jcsepb L. Williams, 
Winthrop, and Yorke—24, 

So the resolution was adepted. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO offered the following reso- 
lution, which was read for information: 

Resolved, That the several memorials, petitions, 
and resolutions presented to the House of Repre- 
sentatives at the last Congresz, and whieh were not 
finally acted on, aiso all bills which were reported, 
acted on, and lost in the Senate, and such bills as 
were referred to committees and not reported on, 
be again referred to the committees to which the 
same were respectively referred at the last Con- 
gress, a written request to that effect being handed 
by any member to the Clerk of the House, whose 
duty ii shall be to enter the same upon the journal 
as if presented in the House, 

Mr. WISE ingnired whether this resolution 
would not embrace sundry Abolition petitions? 

The SPEAKER replied, Nc; such petitions not 
having been received, the resolution would not em- 
brace them. 

Mr. WISE said he had, then, no objection to the 
adoption cf the resolution. 

And the resolution was edosted 

Mr. UNDERWOCD d sired to offer the fcllow- 
ing resolution, which was read for information: 

Resolved, That the Speaker engage the services 
of four stenographers, ata compensation not ex- 
ceeding $8 per day for each, to be paid cut of the 
contingent fund of the House, whese duty is chal! 
be to report the debates and proceedings of the 
House daily, and truly, for issertion in the news- 
papers pubhisred in this city. The stenographers 
so engaged shall regulate among themselves the 
time which each shall empoy in taking short hand 
notes of the debates and preeeedings, and prepar- 


_ing the same for the press. They shall furnish the 


pudiic printers, with all practicable despatch, a 
copy of their reports for insertion in their paper, 
and such printers shaJl publish the same at length 
inthe newspaper edited and published by them 
without charge to the Government; and, in case 
they decline doing so, the reports of the stenogra- 
pheis shali be delivered to such other printer or 
editor as the Speaker may designate, who will in- 
sert the reports in his paper. Any Stenegrapher 
so employed may be removed 
any um“, and another employed in his piace. The 
Speaker Sail locate the stenographers so traplored 
in such place in the hall as he may denin proper, 
The stenographers shali make known to any mem- 
ber whieh of them reported any speech aitribated 
to such member. 

Mr. WELLER inquired of the Speaker if re 
solutions were now in order, 

The SPEAKER said, only by general consent, 


by the Speaker at | 


paee 


on SAARA 


Oèbjecticn being made to the rezeption of the 
solution, i 
Mr. UNDERWOOD moved a suspension of the 


Yea 


| rules, 


Which motion being rejected, the rules were not 

suspended. x 
ELECTION OF GHAPLAIN. 

On motionof Mr. BARNARD, the House, in 
pursuance of its order of a former day, proceeded 
to the election of a Chaplain, (viva voce, as re- 
quired by the rule.) 

Mr. GENTRY nominated the Rev, Mr. Marrir, 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

Mr. CUSHING neminated the Rev. Mr. Cuan, 
of the Presbyterian Church. 

Mr. WOOD nominaed the Rev. Frepenicr L. 
Tirrany, of the Episcopal Charch, bat subse- 
quently withdrew the nomination. 

Mr WARD nominated the Rev. Mr. Dong- 
LAN, of the Roman.Catholic Church. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT nominated the Rev. Mr. 
Haw ey, of the Protestant Episcopal Church. 

Mr. CAMPBELL nominated the Rev. BENJA- 
MIN Patmen, of the Presbyterian Church. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD nominated the Rev. Mr. 
Frenen, of the Protestant Episcopal Charch. 

Mr, OSBORNE nomirated the Rev. Mr. Gur- 
Ley, of the Presbyterian Church. 

Befcre preceeding to vote, Mr. CUSHING 
stated to the House that he had just been informed 
that the Rev. Mr. Tustin, of the Presbyterian 
Church, had this morning been elected Chavlain 
to the Senate, and that, thersfore, the nomina- 
tion of a Presbyterian clergyman was ont of 
order: he accordingly withdrew the nomination of 
Rev. Mr, CLARKE. 

Messrs. CAMPBELL aed OSBORNE there- 
upon withdrew the nominations of the Rev, 
Messrs, PALMER, and GURLEY. 

Mr. WARD withdrew the nomination of the 
Rev. Mr, DONNELAN. 

The following vote was then taken viva voce. 

Messrs. Allen, Aiherion, Batesex, Barnard, 
Barion, B:dlack, Blair, Bowne, Boyd, Brew- 
ster, Brisgs, Aaron V. Brown, Milion Brown, 
Charles Brown, Burke, Burnel!, William Butler, 
Wiiiam O, Baler, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick 
C. Caldwell, Calhoun, William B. Campbell, 
Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Casey, Childs, 
John ©. Clark, Staley N., Clarke, Cifford, Cooper, 
Cowen, Cravens, Cashing Daniel, Garreit Davis, 
Richard D. Davis, Dean, Debsrry, Dig, ia A. 
Eastman, John C. Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, Fill- 
more, John G. Floyd, Charies A. Foyd, Fornance, 
A. Lawrence Foster, Phomas F. Foster, Gentry, 
Gerry, Giddings, Gilmer, Gosgin, Patrick, G. 
Goode, William O. Goude, Gordon, Graham, 
Green, Harris, Wiliam S. Hastings, John Hast- 
ings, Hays, Henry, Topkios, Houck, II “aston, 
Howard, Hubard Honer, Joseph R. |. gersoll, 
Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Isase D. Jones, 
Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Lane, Lawrence, Lewis, 
Lian, Litdefi-ld, Abraham MeGlcilan, Rebert 
McClellan, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, Alfred 
Marshal’, Jonn Thompson Mason, Math: , Ma- 
thews, Mattocks, Medill, Meriw-ther, Miler, 
Morrow, Newhard, Owsley, Parmen‘er, Pairidge, 
Payne, Plumer, Pope, Ram-ey, Randolph, Reding, 
Reynolds, Russell, Sanford, Sha 7, Eherperd, 
Simonton, Slade, T. Smith, Wm. Smith, Snyder, 
Steenrod, Alexandrr H. H. Stuart, Joon T. Sivan, 
Sammers, Sweney, Taliaferro, John B. Taompsoen, 
Jacob Thompson, Tomlinson, Triplett, Turney, 
Van Buren, Wallace, Wauersen, Westbrook, 
Christopher A. Williams, Wise, J hn Young,and 
Speaker, voted forthe Rev. Mr. Maflit. 

Messrs. Adams, L. F. Andrews, S. J. Ardrews, 
Aycrigg, Beson, Boardman, Brenson, J. 
Campbell, Cres, Everet’, Len, Gates, 
Granger, Habersham, Hebtad, Hoot Irwin, 
+, King, F. 

Aarsaai, Maxwell, Maynard, Mocre, Mords, 
Pearce, Pendleton, Powell, Prof, Rayner, Ridg- 
way, Riggs, Saitenstall, Sanders, P. Smith, Sol- 
lers, Sprigg, Stanly, Temmers, Samer, R. W. 
Thomp:on, Toland, Underwood, Washington, T. 
W., Willams, L. Wiliams, J. L. Williams, Win- 
throp, Wood, Yorke, and A. Young, voted for the 
Rey. Mr, French. 


+ 


Messrs. Baker, Borden, Coles, Cranston, Daw- 
son, Hall, Hudson, Irwin, Lowell, Roosevelt, 
Tillinghast, and Ward—voted for the Rev. Mr. 
Hawley. 

Messrs. CUSHING, WARD, and ROOSE- 
VELT, who were appointed tellers, reported the 
result of the vote as follows: 


Whole number of votes . : . 198 

Necessary tu a choice . . . 100 
Of which— 

Mr. Marritt received . +. . 133 

Mr. Hawer ; ; š g 12 

Mr. Frenc . è . . » 53 


So the Rev. Mr. Marrirr, having received 
a majority of all the votes, was deciared duly 
elected Chaplain on the part of the House for the 
. present session. 
Mr. CUSHING moved that the House adjourn, 
but withdrew the motion at the request of — 
The SPEAKER, who presented to the House 
sundry Executive communications, of which we 
have only been enabled to obtain the following: 
1. A letter from the Secretary of War, trans- 
mitting a report of the number of small arms of 
-every kind which belong to the United States, and 
„are in the several arsenals and depots, incladi:g 
those in the use of the army; the number lost or 
destroyed annually; and also the number annually 
manufactured at each of the National Armories, 
&c.; made in obedience to a resolution of the House 
of Representatives of the 2d September last; which 
letter and report were ordered to lie upon the 
table. 
9, A letter from the Secretary of State, trans- 
mitting statements of the expenditure of the con- 
tingent fund of the Department, prepared in obe- 
dience to the second section of the act making ap- 
propriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses 
of Government for the year 1836; which letter and 
statements were referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Expenditures. 
3. A letter from the Secre'ary of the Treasury, 
transmitting a report in relation to certain insol- 
_vent debtors of the United States, pursuant to the 
eighth section of the aet of March 2, 1831; which 
letter and report were ordered to lie on the table. 
4. A letter from the Clerk of the House of Re- 
presentatives, transmitting the statements which he 
is required by the act of May 9, 1836, to lay before 
Congress at the commencement of each annual 
cession, of the expenditures for the preceding year 
from the fund appropriated for the contingent ex- 
penditures of the House; which letier and report 
were referred to the Committee of Accoaats. 
a 5 A leiter from the Secretary of the Navy trans- 
` mitting the acevunts of the expenditures on account 
of the contingent expenses of the officers of the 
Secretary of the Navy and the Navy Commis- 
sioners for the year ending September 30, 1841; 
which letter and statements were laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. BARNARD, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuzspay, December 14, 1841. 

The Senate met ai 12 o'clock, 

A message was received from the House, in- 
forming the Senate of the election of the Rev. Jonn 
Newianp Marritr to the Chaplaincy of the 
House for the present session of Congress. 

Mr. EVANS presented the petition of Thomas 
Fillebrown, jr. formerly a clerk in the Navy De- 
partment, praying tbe payment of the balance as- 
certained to be due him on a suit instituted by the 
United States to recover moneys received by him 
in the disbursement of the Naval Hospital fund: 
referred to the Commi tee on Claims. 

Also the petition of Daniel Palmer, a soldier in 
the late war with Great Britain, praying that the 
Secretary of war may be authorized to employ him 


GN AE BE ER Re: POS y 


jary received in the discharge of his duty: referred 
to the Committee on Military Affaire. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Se- 
nate a report from the Secre‘ary of the Treasury, 
in compliance with the act of 21 March, 1831, for 
the relief of certain insolvent debtors of the United 
Sia‘es, showing the amount due, the names of those 
who have been released, with the terms of com- 
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in the recruiting service, in consideration of an in- | 


| 


promise, &c.: referred, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a communication from the Department of 
War, in compliance with the second section of 
Civil and Diplomatic bill of 1836, accompanied by 
abstracis of expenditures from the contingent fend 
of that Department, ending 30th September, 1841: 
referred, and ordered to be printed. 

The President protempore announced to the Se- 
nate the Sianding Committees, as follows: 

On Foreign Relations.—Messrs. Rives, Preston, 
Buchanan, Tallmadge, and Choate. 

Oa Finonce.—Messrs. Evans, Mangum, Wood- 
bury, Bayard, and Berrien. 

On Commerce.—Messrs. Huntington, 
bridge, King, Barrow, and Whight. 

On Manufactures.—Messts, Simmons, Archer, 
Miller, Buchanan, and Morehead. 

On Agriculture.—Mesers. Linn, Bates, Barrow, 
Smith cf Connecticut and Sturgeon. 

On Military Affairs.—Messrs. Preston, Merrick, 
Benton, Archer, and Pierce. 

On the Militic.—Messrs. Phelps, Fulton, Smith 
of Indiana, Williams, and McRoberts. 

Oa Naval Affairs.—Messrs. Mangum, Archer, 
Williams, Choate, and Bayard. 

On Public Lands.—Messrs. Smith of Indiana, 
Talimadge, Walker, Hantington, and Prentiss. 

On Private Land Claims.—Messis. Henderson, 
Lina, Tappan, Fulton, and Dixon. 

On Indian Affairs.—Messrs. Morehead, White, 
Sevier, Phelps, and Benton. 

On Claims.—Messrs. Graham, Wright, Wood- 
bury, Woodbridge, ard Phelps. 

On Revelutionary Claims—Messrs. Dixon, Clay- 
ton, Smith of Connecticut, Allen, and Cuthbert. 

On the Judiciary.—Messrs. Berrien, Clayton, 
Prentiss, Walker, and Kerr. 

Oa the Post Office and Post Roads.—Messrs. 
ee Simmons, McRoberts, Mouton, and Mil- 

er. 

Oa Roads and Canals —Messrs, Porter, White, 
Young, King, and Cuthbert. 

Ou Pensions —Messts. Bates, Pierce, Allen, Gra- 
ham, and Sevier. 

On the District of Columbia.—Messrs. Bayard, 
King, Kerr, Young, and Rives. 

On Patenis and the Patent Office.—Messrs. Pren- 
tiss, Porter, Henderson, Mouton, and Sturgeon. 

On the Public Buildings.—Messrs. Kerr, Fulton, 
and Evans. 

On the Library.—Messts: Preston, Tappan, and 
Cheate. 

On Engrossed Bilis —Messts. McRoberts, Miller, 
and Sturgeon. 

On Enrolled Bills—Messrs. Porter and Wil- 
liams. 

To Audit and Control the Contingent Expenses — 
Messrs. White, Tappan, and Porter- 

He said, as was usual, the first named of each 
committee would act as chairman. 

On motion of Mr. MOUTON, it was ordered 
that the petitions of Littleton Bailey, Marcellus 
Jassin, and Margaret Deval, on the files of Senate, 
be severally referred to the Committee on. Pri- 
vate Land Claims. 

On motion of Mr. MERRICK, it was erdered 
that the memorial of Casper W. Weaver be 
taken from the files, and referred to the Committee 
on the D.strict of Columbia. 

Also the petition of John H. Stone, to be taken 
from the files and referred to the Committee on Re- 
volutionary Claims. 

On motion of Mr. SMITH of Indiana, it was 
ordered that the petition of Francis Vigo be taken 
from the files, and referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. PIERCE presented the petition of Mary 
Chamberlain, widow of Benjamin Chamberlain, 
deceased, a Revolutionary soldier, praying a pen- 
sion: referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

On moticn of Mr. BAYARD, it was ordered 
that the petition of Irving Shubrick be taken frem 
the files of the Senate, and referred to tke Commit- 
tee on Naval Afairs. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON presented the petition of 
Charles Larabee, late a major in the army of the 
United States, praying for arrearages of pension, 
and increase of present rate: referred to the Com- 
| mittee on Pensions. 


Wood- 


R. Porter and William Ssunders, praying to:be 


relieved from the payment of a judgment obtained. f 


against them as sureties of William Egstis; a 
master during the late war with Great Britai 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary.: 


Mr. KING presented a memorial from < the- 


General Assembly of the State of Alabama, -pray- 


ing that a tract of land lying in Jackson county,:in’ 


said State, may be attached to the land district on 
the establishment of a land office. adjacent. :to said: 
tract, within the late Cherekee purchases referre: 


to the Committee on Publie Lands, cs 


Mr. KING, on leave, and agreeably to notice 


introduced a bill to. establish an additional. land © 


district in the State of Alabama; which was read a 


first, and by unanimovs consent the second time, - 


and referred to the Committee on Pablic Lands. 
Also, a bill for the relief of Caroline Clitherell, 
widow of Dr. George C. Clitherell, jate a surgeon 
in the army of the United States; which was in 
like manner read and referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. i E 
Also, a bill for the relief of Jubal B. Hancock; 
which was in like manner read and referred. to the 
Commitiee on Indian Affairs. aN 
Mr. WILLIAMS, agreeably to notice heretofore. 
given, on leave introduced a bill to. provide for the 


Mr. RIVES presented the petition of William a 


fe | 


settlement of the claims of the State of Maine for 


the services of her militia; which was read the first 
and (by unanimous consent) the second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. PRENTISS, ia like manner, introduced a 


bill for the establishment of a Board of Commis» ° 


sioners to hear and examine claims- against the 

United Siates: referred to. the Committee on 

Claims. : 
Also, a bill for the relief of John McCloud. 


Alo, a bill tor the relief of Margaret Barnes, — 


the widow of Elijah Barnes. i 
Also a bill granting a pension to David Waller; 
Also a bill grantisg a pens‘on to Parmelia Allen, 

widow of the late Samucl Allen, a soldier of the 

Revolution ; which bills were severally twice read, 

and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Messrs. LINN, MERRICK, BARROW, 
PIERCE, FULTON, BERRIEN, KING, 
WHITE, PORTER and WOODBURY gave no. 
tice that they would ask leave to introduce sundry 
bills, the titles of which were not heard. 

Mr. PIERCE, on leave, and agreeably to notice 
heretofore given, introduced a bill for the relief of 
the heirs of Daniel Pettibone; which was specially 
read twice, and, with accompanying papers, refer- 
red to the Committee on Military Affairs. ` 

Also, a bill for the relief of Joseph Bassett; and. 

A bill for the relief of Samuel Collins; Ee 

Also, a bill to provide for allowance of Invalid 
Pensions for certain Cherokee warriors under the 
14ih article of the treaty of 1835; which were se- 
verally read twice and referred to the Committee 
on Pensions, 

Mr. FULTON, on leave, and agreeably to no- 
tice given, introduced a Dill allowing drawback 
upon foreign merchandise exported in original 
packages to Chihuahua and Santa Fe in Mexico; 


which was read twice by special order andres ` 


ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, a bill for the relief of John Smith of Ar- 
kansas; which was in like manner read and refers 
ied to the Commi tee on Publie Lands. i 

Mr. BERRIEN, on leave, and agreeably to nos 
tice, introduced a bill to provide for the payment 
of the claims of Georgia, for moneys advanced on 
account of expenses inearred in calling ont milita 
in cases of emergency, for suppressing Indian hostili- 
ties in Florida and Alabama, and fo protect the citi- 
zens of Georgia from certain aggression and ravages 
of the Creck and Seminole Indians; which was read 
twice by speciai order, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Miltary Affairs. A 

Mr. WHITE, on leave, and agreeably to notice, 
introduced a bill granting a pensien to William 
Grand; 


Also, 


and ee ‘ 
Also, a bill for the relief of Samuel Crafton; 
which were severally read the first, and by special 


a bill for the relief of Mary Prettyman, 


16 


order the second time, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Pensions. 

Mr. WOODBURY presented the petition of 
Hannah Spring, formerly the widow of Jedediah 
Wilham, praying an increase of pensien. Referred 
to the Committee on Pensions, 

Also, the petitions of Sarah Rendell, Polly 
Lord, and Anna Welch, widows of Revolutionary 
officers and soldiers, praying an extension of pen- 
sions be granted. Referred to the Committee on 
.. Pensions. 

Also, the petition of Abigail Fulton and others, 
widows of certain officers, seamen, and marines 
belonging to private armed vessels of the United 
States, praying the continuation of pensions for- 
merly granted to them. Referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. i 
` Also, the petition of John S. Harris, of Provi- 
dence, Rhode Island, for certain allowance for his 
services in taking the sixth census. Referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Also, the petition of Samuel Brown, naval ofii- 
cer for the district of Providence, for compensa- 
tion for additional duties in the execution of his 
office, which were required by instructions from 
the Treasury Department. Referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. 

On motion of Mr. WOODBURY, it was 

Ordered, That the petitions of Benjamin L. 
Carleton be taken from the files of the Senate and 
referred to the Committee on Pensions, and the 
petition of Nathaniel Garrison be referred to. the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. WOODBURY, on leave, and agreeably to 
notice heretofore given, introduced the fol'owing 
bills, which were read the first, and by special or- 
der the second time, and referred, as follows: 

A bill for the relief of Mary Neale, the widow 
of Samuel Neale. Referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

A bill placing Charles Yeaton on the privateer 
pension fund, Referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 

A bill to increase the pay of certain officers cf 
the revenue cutter service, whilst serving in the 
navy of the United States. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

A bill for the relief of Mary Green, widow of 
Samuel Gireen, deceased. Referred to the Gom- 
mittee on Pensions, 

A bill to place Charles Green cn the privateer 
pension list. Referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 

Mr. MANGUM, in accordance with the no- 
tice he gave yesterday, presented the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That a standing committee of the Se- 
nate be appointed, to whom shal! be referred every 
question on-printing of documents, reports, or 
other matter transiuilted by either cf the Executive 
Departments, and all memorials, petitions, accom- 
panying documents, together wich al!l other mater, 
the printing of which shall be moved, excepting 
bills originating in Congress, resolutions offered by 
any Senator, and motions to print, by order of the 
standing committees of the Senatc, of teporis, 
documents, or other matters pertaining to the sub- 
jects referred to such commitiees by the Senate; 
and it shall be the duty of such comirit ee on 
Printing to report in every case, in one day, or 
sooner, if practicable. 

Mr. MANGUM observed that he supposed the 
resolution would, in conformity to the rule, have 
to lie over one day, if there was any objection 
made; but as he believed there would be no oppo- 
sition to it, he hoped it might be considered forth- 
with. He had shown it to some Senators, at whrse 
suggestions he had mate alterations, excepting from 
its operations the regu'ar business, reports of bills, 
resolutions of standing committees, resolutions of- 
fered by Senators, &c. The design of the resolation 
Was to submit to the committee all decuments from 
the Departments; not, of course, including Execuiive 
communications usually ordered to be piiated. 
Exceptions wete also made in regard to matters 
submited to the standing commiliees, which they 
might recommend to be printed. The object of 
the resolution was altogether of an economical na- 
ture, and to prevent the unnecessary expense of 
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printing voluminous documents of no general, or 
of mere local interest. ` 

Mr. TAPPAN called for the reading of the reso- 
lation again. 

Mr. MANGUM had no wish to press its adep- 
tion to-day. He therefore moved that it lie over 
till to-morrow, and be printed. 

Agreed to. - 

Mr. BARROW submitted the following, which 
lies over till to-morrow, viz: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to inform the Senate what amount of pub- 
lie lands are now surveyed and prepared for mar- 
ket in the State of Louisiana. Also, what amount 
of lands in said State have been advertised for 
sale by proclamation, and the sales afterwards sus- 
pended. T 

Mr. LINN submitted the following resolution, 
which he wished to lie on the table till to-morrow, 
viz: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation to improve the navigation of the 
Ohio, Mississippi, and Missouri rivers, by the re- 
moval of snags, sunken trees, and other obstruc- 
tions in their beds, which annually destroy a great 
number of steamboats and other water craft, and 
a vast amount of produce and merchandise. 

Oa motion, the Senate then proceeded to the con- 
sideration of Executive business, and, after a short 
session therein, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tvurespay, December 14, 1841. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and ap- 
proved. 

Petitions and memorials were called for in the 
order of the States and Territories, and were pre- 
sented by the following members: 

From Maine.—Miessr3. LOWELL, CLIFFORD, 
RANDALL, FESSENDEN, LITTLEFIELD, 
and BRONSON. 

[Mr. Lowenu presented the petition of Silas 
Hardy and other citizens of Swan’s Island Planta- 
tion, in the county of Hancock, Maine, praying 
for the establishment of a mail route, or post road, 
from Sedgewick to said place, which was referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads 

Mr. LOWELL gave notice that.he would on to 
morrow, Or as soon as it should be in order to do 
so, ask leave to introduce a biil to provide for the 
payment of the claim of the State of Maine for the 
services of her militia in defending the Northeast. 
ern frontier of the United States in ihe year 1839. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Rober: Ramsay, and 
a bill for the relief of William Pool. 

From New Hampshire —Messrs. 
BURZE, and EASTMAN. 

[Mr. Ssaw presented the petition of Abraham 
Morrill, of Brintwood, New Hampshire, praying 
that compensation may be allowed him fora loss 
sustained in furnishing clothing, by contract, for the 
Government o° the United Siats, during the last 
war.] 


(Mr. Eastman prevented the petition of Natha- 
niel Dorman end others, and of J. Wingate and 
others, for mail routes; cf John V. Barron and J. 
H. Kelley for remuneraticn; of Samael Dicey and 
Isaac Runna!s fcr pensions; also, sundry ether pe- 
litions for various objec 

From Massachusetts. —Messrs.  CUSHI NG, 
ADAMS, WINTHROP, SALTONSTALL, BUR- 
NELL, and BORDEN. : 

Mr, CUSHING gave notice ihat he would ask 
leave hereafter to briag ia a bill for the relief of 
claimants for French spoiiations prior to 1800. 

(Mr. Avams (amongst a vast number of Abo- 
lition and other petitions) presented a petition from 
sundry citizens of Hamilton co. Ohio, praying there- 
peal of the 21st rule; and also that Congress would 
pass no rule or order stigmatising Abolition petitions, 
or making any distinction between them and other 
petitions, which petition Mr. A. moved to refer to 
to a Select Committee, consisting of nine members, 
with instructions to report a resolution repeating 
said rule.] ° 


[Norz.—Zhe 21st rule is in the following words: 


SHAW, 


“No petition, memorial, resolution, or other paper 

raying the Abolition of slavery in the District of 
Columbia, or any State or Territory, or the siave 
trade between the States or Territories of the 
United States in which it now exists, shall be re. 
ceived by this House, or entertained in any way 
whatever.”’] 

The SPEAKER said the instructions could only 
be entertained by general consent. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON objected. 

Mr. ADAMS then modified his motion so as to 
simply refer the petition to a Select Committee of 
nine members; andasked the yeas and nays on 
that motion. 

Mr. MERIWETHER moved to lay the motion 
to refer on the table. 

Mr. JAMES asked the yeas and nays thereon; 
which were ordered. 

The yeas and nays were taken, and resulted as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Landaf W. Andrews, Atherton, 
Barton, Beeson, Bidlack, Boyd, Aarcn V. Brown, 
Milton Brown, Burke, S. H. Butler, William But. 
ler, William O, Batler, Green W. Caldwell, Pa- 
trick C. Caldwell, Thomas J. Campbell, Clifford, 
Coles, Cross, Daniel, Dean, Deberry, Eastm-n; 
John ©. Edwards, Charles A. Floyd, Ge:ry, Gil- 
mer, Goggin, William O. Goede, Graham, Haber- 
sham, Hays, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, 
Hunter, Jack, Cave Johnson, Keim, John P. Ken- 
nedy, King, Abraham McClellan, McKay, Mal- 
lory, Marchand, J. T. Mason, Mathews, Medill, 
Meriwether, Miller, Moore, Newhard, Payne, 
Pearce, Powell, Proffit, Rayner, Reding, Reynolds, 
Rhett, Riggs, Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, William 
Smith, Snyder, Sollers, Sprigg, Stanly, Steenrod, 
Sumter, Sweney, Taliaferro, Jacob Thompson, 
Turney, Underwood, Van Buren, Ward, Washing- 
ton, Watterson, Weller, Westbrock, James W. 
Williams, Lewis Williams, Christopher H. Wil- 
liams, Joseph L. Williams, and Wise— 87. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Sherlock J. 
Andrews, Arnold, Aycrige, Babcock, Buker, Bar- 
nard, Blair, Boardman, Botts, Bowne, Brewster, 
Briggs, Bronson, Burnell, Calhoun, Casey, Chit- 
tenden, John C. Clark, Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, 
Cravens, Cushing, Richard D. Davis, Doig, John 
Edwards, Egbert, Everett, Ferris, Fessenden, Fille 
more, Jobn G. Floyd, A. Lawrence Foster, Gates, 
Giddings, P. G. Goode, Granger, Hall, W. 8. 
Hastings, Henry, Howard, Hudson, Hunt, Jos. 
R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, William W. Irwin 
James, Andrew Kernedy, Lawrener, Lian, Little- 
field, Lowell, Robert McClellan, McKeon, Alfred 
Marshall, Thomas F. Marshall, Samson Mason, 
Mathiot, Mattocks, Maynard, Morris, Morrow, 
Oliver, Osborne, Parmenter, Partridge, Pendleton, 
Plumer, Ramsey, Benjamin Randali, Randolph, 
Ridgway, Roosevelt, Russell, Saltonstall, Sanford, 
Simonton, Stade, Truman Smith, Stratton, Tiling. 
hast, Toland, ‘Tomlinson, ` Trumbull, Wallace, 
Thomas W. Williams, Winthrop, Wood, York, 
and Augustus Young—92, 

So the motion was not laid cn the table. 

And the question recurring on the motion of 
Mr. Apams to refer the petiticn to a select com: 
mitiee— 

Mr. RHETT moved a call of iha House; which 
was ordered. 

And the roli being called, 183 members answered 
to their names. . 

The names of the absentee: were then called, 
and 193 members appeared to be present. 

: Mr. CALHOUN moved that a'l 
ings on the call he dispensed wih. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolira called for 
the yeas and nays en this qvestion, which were or- 
eeen and resulted in yeas 90, nays 90, as fol- 
ows: 

YHAS,—Messry. Adams, Allen, Landaf W. 
Andrews, Sherlock J. Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg 

Bet 
Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Barton, Beeson, Bid- 
lack, Blair, Boardman, Bord: n, Bowne, Briggs, 
Bronson, Burnell, Sampson H. Butier, Calhoun, 
Casey, Childs, Chittenden, Jobn C. Clark, Gooper, 
Cowen, Cransten, Cravens, Cushing, Richard - 
D. Davis, Doig, Jvbn Edwards, Egbert, Everett, 
Ferris, Fessenden, Fillmore, A. Lawrence Foster, 
Gates, Giddings, Patrick G. Goode, Granger, Hall, 


further proceede 


BY BLAIR AND RIVES. 
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bts Continued from No.l. 
- Halsted, Will 
ant, Joseph R. Ingersoll, James Irvio, William 
V. Irwin, James, John P. Kennedy, Lawrence, 
Linn, Littlefield, Lowell, McKeon, Mattocks, Max- 
s well, Maynard, Morris, Morrow, Osborue, Per- 
-i tridgt, Plumer, Pope, Powell, Ramsay, Benjamin 
: ‘Randall, Ridgway, Roosevelt, Russel, Saltonstall, 
Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, Sollers, Stratton, 
Richard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Tomlinson, 
.. Trumbull, Underwood, Wallace, Westbrook, | 

Thomas W. Williams, Winthrop, and Augustus 
s Young.—90. 
‘i, MAYS.—Messrs. Atherton, Botts, Boyd, Brew- 
“ster, Aaron V. Brown, Burke, William Butler, 
‘Wiliam O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick 
.€, Caldwell, John Campbell, Thomas J. Camp- 
ell, Clifford, Coles, Cross, Daniel, Garrett Davis, 
ean, Deberry, Eastman, Jokn C. Edwards, Joba 
. Floyd, Charles A. Fioyd, Fornance, Thomas 
F. Foster, Gerry, Gilmer, Goggin, William O. 
“Goode, Gordon, Graham, Green, Habersham, John 
Hastings, Hays, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hu- 
ard, Hanter, Jack, Cave Johnson, Keim, Andrew 
‘Kennedy, King, Lewis, Abraham McClellan, Ro- 
-pert MeClellan, McKay, Mallory, Alfred Marshall, 
Matthews, Medill, Meriwether, Miller, “Moore, 
“Newhard, Oliver, Parmenter, Payne, Pendleton, 
“Profit, Rayner, Reding, Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, 
Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, William Smith, Sny- 
der, Sprigg, ‘Stanly, Steenrod, Sumter, Sweuey, 
: Taliaferro, Jacob Thompson, Toland, Van Buren, 
“Washington; Watterson, Weller, James W. Wil- 
liams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Williams, 
Wise, Wood, and Yorke.—90. 

. ‘Fhe CHAIR voted in the aflirmati 
motion was carried. š 
So further proceedings on the call were dispensed 


ye, so that the 


yie 
< t And the question recurring on the motion of Mr. 


ApaMs— 
Mr. MERIWETHER rose to a question of or- 
der, and submitted that the motion of Mr, ADAMS 
was not now in order, on the ground that the 55:h 
‘tule required that all petitions,, memorials, resoit- 
tions, &e. which gave rise to a debate, should: lie 
over for one day. Mr. M. here read the rule for 
the information of the House. f 
i. Phe SPEAKER said that the motion of Mr. 
; Apams to refer the petition was in order; but if the 
‘gentleman from Georgia (Mr. MeriweTHer] 
¿ avowd his wish to debate the question on the mo- 
tion of reference, the petition would lie over. 
: Mr. MERIWETHER said he certainly intended 
to debate it. : 
‘The SPRAKER said the petition would then go 
over unless the House should otherwise order. 

Mr. WISE submitted to the Greaser whether 
| the petition would not go over ata matter of course, 

‘uniess the rule were suspended by a vote of two- 

thirds. 

Tae SPEAKER so decided. 

Mr ADAMS thereupon observed that the 
. Sprager and the [fouse would soon find that if 
| they would allow these petitions to be referred, they 
would save a great deal of time and a great deal 
of trouble. 

‘And after a brief conversation between Messrs. 
MERI WHETHER, ADAMS, BRIGGS, and the 
SPEAKER, the petition and motion of reference 
were ordered to lie over one day. 

Mr. ADAMS also presented a petition praying 
for the abolition of slavery in the Distriet of Co- 
lumbia, or, as the alternative, for the removal of 
the seat of Government from this place. 

The SPEAKER having decided that, under the 
“rule, the first part of the petition could not be re- 
esived, 

Mr. ADAMS moved the reference of the alterna- 
‘tive portion of the petition to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. ; 


iam S. Hastings, Howard, Hudson, 
| 


Mr. MERI WETHER moved to jay the motioa 
on the table. ra : 
` Mr. ADAMS asked the’ yeas and nays; which 
were refused. ý x K 
: Mr. ADAMS asked for tellers; which were or- 
ered. : ENR 


AT. : 

[No quorum voting; but the motion to lay on 
the table was understood to be decided in the affr- 
mative.] f l 

Mr. AD 
tions on the subject of abolition, some of which 
were refused under the'rule, while several others, 


containing other. subjects besides abolition, were - 


laid over on the motion to refer them to a select 


‘ ecommittee; and on notice given of an intention to 


debate: the question’ of reference. : Among these 
petitions were several- praying for thé recognition 


_of ‘the independence of Hayti, and r-monstrating 


Mr. BARNARD suggested a select committee, 
ith no desire, he said, to be himself a member of 


against the annexation. of Texas to the Union. < 


Texas, Mr. A: said, had ‘very propéerly been repu- 
diated by this Government, rejected, so that there 
was no danger from that quarter; but as these pe- 
titioners seemed to think differently, he would move 
the reference of the petitions. 

Abolition petitions, and petitions which contain- 
ed other subjects besides abolition, were presented 
by Messrs.. SALTONSTALL, FILLMORE, Hunt, BAR- 
NARD, Gates, and Joun G. Froyp; which were re- 
ceived, and treated in like manner. 

Petitions were further presented— ; 

From Rhode Island.—By Mr. CRANSTON. 

From Conneciiout.—Messts. BOARDMAN and 
TRUMAN SMITH. i 

From. Vermont. Messrs. YOUNG and MAT- 
TOCKS. $ 

From New York.—Messrs. WOOD, HUNT, and 
FILLMORE, ` 

[By Mr. Gorpox: Petition of inhabitants o 
Oneonta, Butternutts, New Berlin, and Sherbura, 
in the counties of Otsego and Chenaago, in the 
State of New York, for the establish rent ofa post 
road from Oneonta to Sherbarn.] 

[By Mr. Hunt: A remonstrance of Rectus 
March and fifteen others, legal voters of Hossick, 
Rensselaer county, New York, against any rule, 
regulation or law infringing the right of petition: 
moved to be referred to a select committee, and 
laid over.] f 

[Mr. FiuLmore (addressing the Speaker) said 
he understood the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury on the finances bad not yet been sent in. 

The SPEAKER said it had not. 

Mr. FILLMORE, on leave given, intredueed a 
bill. making appropriations for the present ses- 
sion of Congress; which was read twice by its 
tid’, and referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means.] 

Petitions from New York were further present- 
ed by— 

Mrscts. GORDON, BARNARD,GATES, LINN, 
and J. Q. FLOYD. 

Mr. SOWNE moved that the House adjouru; 
but suspended his motion. And ae 

Mr, LEWIS, on leave, offered the following re- 
solution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, ‘That ihe use of this Hall be granted to 
the Agricultural Convention on to-morrow even- 
ing, the 15th inst. at 4 o'clock. 

And then, the qu:stion on the motion cf Mr. 
Bowns having been put and agreed to— 

The House adjurned. 


IN SENATE, 
Wepnespay, December 15, 1840. 

The Senate met at 12 o'clock. 

Mr. CALHOUN and Mr. PRESTON, Senators 
from the Sta‘e of South Carolina, appeared in their 
seats. 

The journal of yesterday was read. 

Mr. EVANS presented the petition. of Robert 
B. Lewis, praying the reimbursement of certain 
money paid by him into the Treasury for the re- 


And the vote, being taken stocd—ayes 66, noes . i 


AMS presented a number of other peti- | 


| issue of: the patent, which : 
Hl be made to him by the Commissioner a 
Office; which was referred: to’ ih 
Patenits, andthe Patent Omie 5 
Mr: WRIGHT presented a memorial 
tizens of Welland, Wiagata -conhty, Ne 
_ praying Congress; so far ás they may. const 
wise and expedient, to intercede with 
Government for the liberation of ‘the. i 
citizens now prisoners at Van Dieman’s Land: 
Also, the petition of Maria M; Brooks, ‘heirs of 
Daniel Neal, deceased, praying to be allowed ‘se- 
ven years’ half pay, to whieh their ancestor: was 
entitled as’an officer in the continental army during 
the Revolutionary. war; which was. referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims... 
` Also the memorial of Mr. A. White! 
i| collector of. the’ customs: in the disirie! 
West, in Florida, praying that the'aceou 
cers of the Treasury be authorized to: 
_eredif for the amoun yo debenture! 
paid’ by him whilst exercising the office 
on the exportation of a quantity’ of 
referred to the Committee on Finance.” © 
Mr. MANGUM presented the memo : 
heirs and assignees of Windsor Brown, Walter 
| Brooks, William, Brent, and-others, office) he 
| Virginia State line, in the Revolutionary : 
preying that the bounty Jands to which their: 
lors were entitled, and of which they: were des 
priveď by an impropriety in ‘the mode of exe an 
the surveys, may be granted’to them, ‘or th 


equivalent be paid-to them in nyor y; whith waso 


iiia 


emm waters, praying the erection of suitable hospi- 
tals upon thote waters: referred to the Committ: e 


on Commerce. BIN gan 
Also, the petition of James H. Davis 
cilizens ef Pittsburg and Allegany, Pennsy! 
praying an appropriation for the ezeetion a. 
rine hospitals al suitable points ‘on’ the Western. 
waters: referied to the Committee on Go 

merce. f ore 
Also, the memorial of the Chamber of Com 
merce of the city of Philadelphia, praying the con: 
| side: of the Dela. 


struction of piers on the western side: of t 


p PE: 
ware river, near the mowh of ‘Christiana’ 
which was referred to the Committee on 


merce. aris 
Mr. BAYARD presented two memorials from 
the citizens of the State of Delaware, praying the 
same object as above; which was similarly re- 
- ferred. 
On motion of Mr. RIVES, it was i 
Ordered, That the petiticn of the heirs of Robt, 
H. Saunders be taken from the files of the Senate. 
and referred to the Committee on Revolutionary. ° 
Claims. Aan ais 
Also, the petition of the legal representatives of 
Richard Harris and Nimrod Farrow be taken from: 
the files of the Senate and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Claims. : eee : 
On motion of Mr. MILLER, it was. ; 
Grdered, That the petition of Jonathan ‘Fre 
be taken from the files of the Senate. and 
to the Committee on Pensions. i , 
On motion of Mr. SMITH of Connect : 
O dered,.That the petition of John +S. Billings, 
and the petition of Wareham Kingsley, be. seves, 
rally taken from the files of the Sinate: and refer- 
red to the Committee on’ Pensions.» : 
Mr. WOODBRIDGE. presented the petition of a 
number of citizens of Ottowa county, m the State 
of Michigan, praying an appropria!on for tecon- 
struction ef a pier at the mou'h of Grand river. in 
said State: referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. aM ae £ 
On motion ôf Mr. SEVIER, : oe 
Ordered, That the documents relating to the 
| claims of Benjamin Murphy and Richard Y, Banks, 


ate 


ig- 
be several! 
Affairs.’ - 


y referred to thé Conimittee on Indian 


Mr. PIERCE: presented: thé petiton -of Mary: 


Gould, widow of a deceased revolutionsry soldier, 


praying a pension: referred to the Committee on. 


Pensions. 


Mr, KING presented a preamble and resolutions - 


passed. by the General Assembly of the- Siate of 


Alabama, requesting the Senators and Representa _ 


tives of said Bate in Congress, to procure the es- 
tabiishment of a land district within. the territory 
lately acquired from the Cherokee Indians, or the 
annexation of {bat territory to the ‘Coosa land dis- 


iict; also, a reduction of the minimum price cf. 


the public lands: referred to the Commitiee on Pab- 
lic Lands. - 

Also, the preamble and resolutions passed by the 
General. Assembly of the State. of Alabama, in- 
structing the Senators and requesting. the Repre- 
sentatives of said State in Congress to use their 
exertions to effect such a change in the existing 
laws relating to postage, as will conform. to the 
rates of postage to the decimal currency of the 
country: referred to the Committee on Post Office 
and Post Roeds. 

Mr. PORTER presented the petition.of a num- 
ber of citizens of Detroit, Michigan, praying an 
appropriation for the construction of a harbor at 
Southport, on Lake Michigan: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. > 

‘On'moiion of Mr, GRAHAM, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of, Daniel Murray 
and Isaiah Spencer be taken from the files of the 
Senate, and referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roa:'s. 

On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Henry Fry be ta- 
ken from the files.of the Senate, and referred to 
the Commitiee on Naval Affairs, 

On motion of Mr. BARROW, it was 

O. dered, Psat Andrew Armstrong have leave to 
withdyaw. his memorial from the files of the Se- 


nate. |. 

Mr. BAYARD submitted the following resolu- 
tion, whieh was agreed to: 

Resclved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of abo- 
lishing the revenue cutters, and of employing a part 
of the navy in that service. 

Mr.. MERRICK, on leave, and agreeably to no- 
tice given heretofore, introduced a joint. resolation 
authorizing the transfer to the Slate of Maryland 
of the stock inthe Chesapeake and Ohio Canal 
Company held in the name of the United Sates; 
which was read the first, and by special order the 
second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Roads and Canals. 

The following bills, agreeably to notice hersto- 
fore given, were introduced on leave, read the first 
time, and by special order the second time, and re- 
ferred to appropriate committees, as follows: 

By Mr. EVANS: A bill to authorize the pay- 
ment of equitable commissions to the agents or at- 
torneys of persons in whose favor awards have 
been Made under the several treaties between the 
United States and foreign powers, which awards 
have been retained in the Treasury in payment of 
debts due the United States: referred to the Com- 
mitiee on Finance. 

By Mr. PRENTISS: A bill to authorize the 
payment of invalid pensions in certain cases: 

A bill for the relief of Thankful Reynolds: 

A bill for the relief of Esther Johnson, widow 
of Col. James Johnson, of North Carolina, de- 
ceased; and 

A bill for the relief of Huldah Trucker; which 
bills were severally referred io the Committee on 
Pensions. 

By Mr. WHITE: A bill making appropriations 
for the completion of the Cumberland road through 
tre States of Ohio, indiana, and Illinvis: referred 
to the Committes ads and Canals, 

By Mr. HUNTINGTON: A bill to refund to 
Noab Miller and ötkers part of the proceeds of the 
sale of the British ‘sloop Mary: referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, 

By Mr. PORTER: -A bill-supplementary to the 
act to provide for the adjustment of title to lands 
in the town of Detroit, in the State of Michigan, 


# 


een 


| 
| 
| 


and for otber purposes; 
be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. LINN objected to such reference, and enn- 
tended that all similar bills had been referred to 
the Committee on Private Land Ciaims. 
like character introduced. by himself bad such re- 
ference; but after some conversation between 
Messrs. PORTER and LINN, the bill was-referred 
to the Committee on ihe Judiciary. __ : 

A bill for the relief of certain companies of Mi- 
chigsw Militia: referred to the Commitiee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. oe : ; 

A-bill for the relief of Ovid P. Lacy: referred to 

the Committee on Publie Lands. 

` By Mr. FULTON: A biil in relation to donas 
tions of land to certain persons in the State of Ar- 
kansas; Sa 

Also, a bill to- settle the title to certain tracts of 
land in the State of Arkansas; ; 

A!s9, a bill for the relief Samvel Norris and Fre- 
derick Saugram; 

Also, a bill for the relief Henry Wilson; which 
bills were severally referred to the Commitie on 
Publie Lands. 

Also, a bill for the. relief of Ephraim Dixon; 
which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. PIERCE introduced bills with the following 
titles: . : 

A bill. for the settlement of the claims of New 
Hampshire against the United States: referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 


mittee on Pensions... > > 

A bill for the relief of John McClanahan, 

A bill granting a pension to Margaret Jamison: 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

A bill to equalize the pay of the Army, and for 
other purposes: referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

By Mr. MOUTON: A Dill to authorize the Le- 
gislature of the Sta'e of Louisiana to sell the lands 
heretofore appropriated for the use of schools in 
that State; and 

A bill to revive an act. entitled an act to enable 
the claimants to lauds within the State of Missouri 
end Territory of Arkansas, to institute proceedings 
to try the validity of their claims, approved 26th 
May, 1824; and an act amendatory of the same, 
and extending the provisions of said acts to claim- 


Mississippi; which bills were severally referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. LINN: A bill to create a new land dis- 
trict in the State of Missouri, and to change the 
boundary of the Sontawest and Western land dis- 
trict in said State. 

Also, a bill to continue in foree the act for the 
final adjustment of land claims in the State-of Mis- 
souri, approved 9h July, 1832, and the act sup- 
plementary thereto, approved the 21 March, 1833. 

Also, a bill to confirm to. the heirs of Joseph 
Thomas, sen. deceased, their claim to a tract of 
land in the State of Missouri; whieh bills were se- 
verally referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

Also, a bill for the relief of James H. Rolfe; and 
a bill for the relief of Adam Steward; which were 
severally referred to the Committee on Claims, 

iso,a bill for the relief of Jaques Bonard, Alex- 
ander Coleman, and their heirs and legal represente 
atives. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Sebastian. Batcher 
and the heirs and legal representatives of Bartho- 
Jomew Butcher, Michael Butcher, and Peter 
Bloom; which were severally read and referred to 
the Commitice on Private Land Claims, 


ceased; which was referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. KING: A bill to authorize the settle- 
ment and payment of certain claims in the State of 
Alabama; referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Aiso, a bill for the relief of certain settlers on 
the public lands who have been deprived of the be- 
nefit of the acts granting pre-emption rights, ap- 
proved 19th June, 1834; referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands, 


| Also, a bill for the relief of the legal representa- 


s; wbich, Mr. P. moved to 


Some of | 


A bill in favor of Mary Snow: referred to Com-* 


ants to land within the States of Louisiana and 


Also, a bill for the relief of Nathaniel Pryor, de- 


tive of John Scott; referred, to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 
THE PRINTING OF THE SENATE. 

The following resolution, introduced yesterday 
by Mr. Mancum, was taken up, viz: 

Resolved, That a standing committee of the Se- 
nate be appoiuted, to whom shall be referred every 
question on the printing of documents, reports or 
other matter, transmitted by either of the Exeeu- 
tive Departments, and all memorials and petitions 
accompanying documents, together with all other 
matter, the printing of which shall be moved; ex- 
cepting bills originating in’ Congress, resolutions 
offered by any Senator, and motions to print, by 
order of the standing committees of the Senate, of 
reports, docaments or other matter pertaining to 
the subjects referred to suchcommittees by the Se. 
nate; and it shall be the duty of such committee on 
printing to report in every case, in one day, or 
sooner, if practicable. 

Mr, MANGUM remarked that he deemed it un- 
necessary to say any thing in support of the reso- 
lution, the object of which is to economise; and he 
presumed that it would meet with no objection in 
any quarter. , 

Mr. KING had no great objection to the provi- 
sions of the résolution; but he would suggest to the 
Senator from North Carolina that, in excluding 
the printing of certain papers,.an exception be 
made to communications sent to Congress through 
the representatives of the sovereign States. He 
supposed that such communications would not be 
numerous, and, as a consequence, the printing of 
them would not be attended with much expense; be- 
sides, there was a kind of courtesy due towards 
the States of the Union, which, he trusted, would 
not be disregarded by altogether refusing to print 
the expressions of their will. 

Mr. MANGUM was perfectly willing to accept 
the modification suggested by the Senator from 
Alabama, and would amend his resolution by in- 
serting, after the words “resolutions offered by any 
Senator,” the words ‘and communications from the 
Legislatures of the respective Siaies.” 

The resolution, as amended, was agreed to, and 
the coramittee ordered to consist ef three members, 
to be appo'nted by the Chair. 

The resolu ion of Mr. Barrow, introduced yes- 
terday, as follows, was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
inform the Senate what amount of public Jands 
has been surveyed ard is for sale in Louisiana; 
and, also, what quantity has been advertised by 
proclamation, and afterwards suspended, and the 
reason therefor. 

The resolution of Mr. Linn, introduced yesier- 
day, as follows, came up in order, and having been 
read, was edopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inqttire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation for improving the navigation of 
the Ohio, Mississippi, and Missouri rivers, by the 
removal of snags, trunks of trees, and other ob- 
structions in their bodies, which annually desiroy 
a great number of steamboats, and other water 
eraft, and a vastamount of produce and merchan- 
dise. 4 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana, from the Committee 
on Private Land Claims, reported back, without 
amendment, the bill for tae relief of John Smith, 
of Arkansas. 

THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 

On the motion of Mr. RIVES, so much of the 
President's message as relates to foreiga affairs was 
referred to the Committee on Foren Relations. 

On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, so much of 
the President’s message as relates to commeree, be 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, 

On the motion of Mr. MANGUM, so much of 
the message as relates to the navy, was referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. SMITH of Indiana, 

Ordered, That so much of the President’s mes- 
sage as relates to the pnblic lands, be referred to 
the Committee on Publie Lands. 

Oa the motion of Mr. SIMMONS, so much of 
the message as relaies to manufactures was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Manufactures. 

Oa the motion of Mr. BAYARD, so much of the 


message as relates to the District of Columbia was 
referred to the Committee on the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

Oa the motion of Mr. MERRICK, zo much of 
the message as relates to the Post Office was refer- 

_red to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Cn motion of Mr. SEVIER, that so much as re- 
lates to Indian Affairs be referred to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. WOODBURY submitted the following re- 
solution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs 
be instructed to irquire into the expediency of 
fixing by law the number of officers in each rank, 
of men, and of vessels-in commission, suitable for 
a peace establishment for the Navy, and of regu- 
lating such establishment. like that for the Army, 
so as not to be changed except under express pro- 
vision made by Congress. 

Gn motion of Mr. EVANS, there being no fur- 
ther business before the Chair, - 

The Senate adjourned til to-morrow at 12 
o'clock. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepxespay, December 15, 1841. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and ap- 
proved. 

Mr. RANDOLPH asked to be excused from 
service as a member of the Committee on Re. 
irenchment, assigning as his reason for the motion 
the factof his being a member of two oiher com- 
mitteex, which wouid impose upon him arducus 
and labcrious duties. 

Tre motion being agreed to, Mr. R. was ex- 
cused. 

By general consent, Mr. FILLMORE, from the 
Commitiee of Ways and Means, reported the fol- 

- lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee cf Ways and 
Means be authorized to cmploy a clerk for said 
Commit'ce. 

Mr. F. said he had reported the resolution by the 
unanimous voice cf the committee, and he was 
convinced that the committee could not get on to 
its own satisfaction nor to the benefit of the House 

© without a clerk. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNEON hada word to say on 
the motion. For many years no clerk had been 
empioyed by any of the commiitees of the House. 
He saw no good reason why the committees should 
have clerks. If indeed the members were notable 

to write, there might ome reason for it. 

Mr. WELLER he yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 

Mr, BiDLACK asked for information as to the 
fact whether the commitiree was accustomed to 
have the services of a clerk? which inquiry was 
>. responded to affirmatively. 

- Tne question on ihe adoption of the resolution 
was then taken and decided in the affirmative. 

On leave, Mr, FILL MORE, from the Commit- 
teeof Waysand Means, reportel a bil making 
appropriations in psrt ior thee vil department for 
the year 1842; which was read twice, and referred 
to tne Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


aien. 

hdr. FILLMORE said that this biil contained 
only provision in pari for the expenses of the ses- 
sion; and, as there were no funds on hand in either 
House, he hoped the House would indulge him by 
going into committee now and passing it. 

The suggestion having been acceded to, 

‘Phe House resolved into Committee of the Whole 
on the State of the Union, (Mr. Pore, of Kentucky, 
in the chair.) 

The bill having been read, and no amendment 
having been offered thercto— 

Phe commiree, after a brief explanation be- 
tween Messrs. FILLMORE and CUSHING, rore 
and reported tbe bill to the touse; where, , 

By unanimous concent, it was read a third 
time, and passed. 

: Mr. GIDDINGS asked eave at this time to offer 
= a resolution authorizing th? Committee of Claims, 
{of which he is chairman,) to employ a clerk. 
Mr. BOWNE objeciing, the resolution was not 
received. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


- Petitions and memorials were called for im ihe 
order of the States, commencing (where the call 
was suspended by the adjournment of the House 
yesterday) with the State of New York; and were 
presented by the following members: 

From New York: Messrs. WARD,JI.C. CLARK, 
BABCOCK, BLAIR, FERRIS, RIGGS, CHIT- 
TENDEN, BREWSTER, BOWNE, SANFORD, 
DOIG, OLIVER, and VAN BUREN. 

(Mr. Oriver presented a remonstrance of 101 
legal voters in Yates county, New York, against 
the adoption of any rule, vote, or usage, infringing 
the right of petition: referred to a select commiiiee: 

Petition of 100 legal voters in Yates county, 
New York, asking the repeal of all laws compel- 
ling the Free States, the Federal Government, or 
the nation, to countenanee, protect or aid the insti- 
tution of slavery: referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. . ; ; 

Petition of 101 legal voters in Yates county, 
New York, asking the removal of the seat of Go- 
vernment tosome place where slavery does not 
exist: referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Petition of 104 legal voters in Yates county, 
New York, asking the abolition of slavery in. the 
Territory of Florida:rejected.J} >. E 

{Mr. BagcocK presented the petition of Samuel 
Johnson, of Orleans county, New York, for a Re- 
volutionary pension. 

Also, the petition of Osias S. Chureh, of Orleans 
county, New York, praying compensation as de- 
puty marshal for taking 6th census, 

Also, the peti,ion of Janas Woodward, for Revo- 
lationary pension. 

Also, a petition fer an apprepriation fora har- 
bor at the mouth of Oak Orchard creek, in Or- 
leans county, New York, signed by 363 inhabit- 
ants of said county. 

Also, the petition of William Hiscock, for pen- 
sion for Revolutionary services. 

[By Mr. J.C. Crarx: The pelitition of Ran- 
dall and York, sureties of Silas Holmes, deceased, 
for relief, &¢.] 

[By Mr. O gorse: The petitions of Ellen Tur- 
ney, of Esther Parrott, of Huldah Farlow, of Cla- 
rissa Turney, and of George A. Winslow.] 

{By Mr. Cuirrenpen: The petition of Jere- 
miah Kimball, for arrears of invalid pension. 

Also, the petition of Molly Lapham, the widow 
of Charles Tsel, for a Revolutionary pension. 

Also, the affidavit of Nathaniel Johnson, in sup- 
port of the petition of Mary Johnson, the widow of 
David Johnson, a revolutionary soldier, fora pen- 
sion. 

ale New Jersey: Messrs} AYCRIGG, RAN- 
DOLPH, and HALSTED. 

From Pennsyivania: Messrs. JAMES, TO- 
LAND, PLUMER, LAWRENCE, HENRY, 
WESTBROOK, C.J. INGERSOLL, EDWARDS, 
BIDLACK, MARCHAND. NEW HARD, COOP- 
ER, W. W. IRWIN, and J.R. INGERSOLL. 

(Mr. Pomer presenied a petition nvr ercusly 
signed by citizens of the northwestern counties of 
Pennsylvania, for an appropriation to construct a 
harbor at the mouth of Eik Creek on L Erie; 
referred to Committee on Roads and Canais. 

Also,a petition for a mail route from George- 
town, Mercer county, to Evansburg, Crawford 
county, Pennsylvania; referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. ; 

Also, the petition of Mareus Paulding, a soldier 
of the last war, fora pension; referred to Commit- 
tee on Invalid Pensions. i ; 

Also, a petition to constructa fortification at Eris 
city, Pennsylvania; referred to Commitiee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. os . 

Also, a petition for an appronriaticn to improve 
the harbor ot Presque Isie,on Lake Erie; referred 
to Committee of Ways and Means.] 

{Mr. Mancaaxp of Pennsylvania presented 
the following petitions: 

Nancy McConnell, the widow of a Revolution- 
ary soldier, forsa pension. 

George Shaeiiler, a soldier of the late war, for a 
pension. 

Ann Hunter, widow of a Revolutionary soldier, 
for a pension.] 


ake 


i [By Mr. Henny: The petition of Benjamin 


. Vania, praying for a mail route from Batler; 


Foster, of Mercer county, Pennsylvet 

for an increase of his pensions = oroS 
Also, the petition of a-number of ciizens:of. Bat- 

ler, Armstrong, and Clar-on, counties, in Pen 


sylvania, to.Emtertfon, in Venango 
of North Washington. ooo 2 
Also, the petition of ‘Thomas Stratton; of Beaver 
county, Pennsylvania, praying for remuneration 
for services. in the Revolutionary war, €50 Yo) 
Also, the ‘petifion of John Spear; ‘of Mercer. 
county, Pennsylvania, ‘praying for a pension on 
account of military services in the Indian ‘war uns 
der Genera! Wayne, by which from exposute-he 
lost his health. í E E 
Also, the petition of a number of the citizens of 
Beaver, Butler, and Mercer counties, prayiag that 
the slave trade may be abolished in the District of 
Columbia. . ` k E sh cha es : 
Mr. Henry also ordered the following petitions“: 
to be referred, under a resolution ofthe House: °° i 
The petition of William Scott, of Beaver county, 
Pennsylvania, praying fora ‘peasicn on account 
of extra exposure- -and loss of health in. the late 
an oa : Soe pi ug aly ee 
The. petition of Simon Carley, of Beave 
Pennsylvania, a soldier of the Revolaticn, 
to be placed on the pension list. UEP 
The petition of John Buits, of Dauphin county, 
Pennsylvania, and other heirs of Captain Haw- 
kirs Boon, an officer of the Revolution, praying 
for commutation under the resolution of Congress 
of 1780. Ki 
[By Mr. Cocpzr: The petition of Gen. Thomas 
C. Miller, praying to be allowed damages for a 
violation of contract by the United States relative 
to “Friend’s Ore Bank,” near Harpers Ferry; in 
the State of Virginia. f COo aA Twan” 
Mr. Coopsr also asked that the peti-ion and pa- 
persof Samuel R. Siaymaker and Co. be taken 
from the files, and referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. - - P yay 
Also, that the papers and decuments relating to 
the claim of the heirs of Major Brooks, of Penni 
sylvania, be taken from the files, and referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Claims... : 
[By Mr. Torann: The memorial: ofthe Cham- 
ber of Commerce, of Philadelphia, asking to be re». 
irebursed for the amount whieh they have already 
paid for the maintenance of the Highton the Dela» 
ware breakwater; and that. an appropriation :be 
made for the permanent maintenance of said light, 
and for the repair cf the piers at Reedy Island, in 
the siver Delaware. py ad ee 
On motion of Mr. Totanp, all ‘petitions. of eitis: 
z:ns of Pennsylvania asking for the erectionof: @ 
new custom hause at-Pailadelphia; and all deeu+ 
ments relating thereto” presented during the 2dth 
and 26:h Congresses, were taken from the fies of 
the House, and referred io te Commitiee on Com- 
merce. ` y á 
[By Mr. Wm. W. Inwin: The memorial of 
Wom, Baird, J. Perry, end Alex. Baird, the master 
and crew of the sieambəat Messenger, aad divers 
other citiz ns connected with the navigation of the 
Western wa'ers of the United States, setting forth 
the deep interest with which they have witnessed, 
the national sympathy in their welfare expressed 
by the act of Congress of 1837, contemplating the 
erection of suitable hospitals in the range of their 
voyages, and respectially petitiening Congress for: 
the speedy completion of the benevolent plans > 
iso, the memerial of George Miltenberger an 
upwards ef 409 other inhabitants of the-cities ‘of 
Pittsburg and Alirghany, ia the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, in tayor of the appeal contained in 
he foregoing memoria NS a 
tate the papers sen in the Housefof 
Representatives on the 15th inst. were two addi- 
tonal decuments in support of the ciaim of 
Jacob Boston, of Luzerne county, Pennsylvania, for 
services rendered up the Medierranean, in. the 
year 1803. On- motion of Mr. Brouace they 
i erred to the Committee on Naval Affairs.] 


Were ee Maryland: Messrs. WM. C. JOHNSON 


AMS. i 
0M Wii; C. Jonnsow: The petition of sun- 


itizens : ty, Pennsylvania, 
dry citizess of Lancaster county, | 
praying the establishment of a National Foundry, 


D 


ty, 


_-and recommending that -region as-a suitable place 
for the location ot. the same. BA eee 

Also, the petition of Caspar W. Weaver, Secre- 
tary of the Weaverton Manufacturing Company, 
proposing to sell the Government a site for a Na- 
tional Foundry. ` 

.Atso, the memorial of sundry. citizens cf Wash- 
ington, praying an early disposition of the funds 
of the Smithsonian bequest, in conformity with the 
wishes. of the donor.} a S 

(By Mr. James W.Wituiams, of Maryland: The 
petition of sundry citizens of Maryland, for the 
improvement of the harber of Havre de Grace, 
and the removal of obstructions in the channel at 
the entrance of that port. 


Also, a petition for the establishment of a port of | 


_ entry at Havre de Grace, in Maryland. - 


- Also, the petition of Samuel B. Hugo, asurgeon | 


in the late war.] 


From Virginia: Messrs. STEWART, GOGGIN, | 
MALLORY, TALIAFERRO, BARTON, BOTTS, | 


COLES, POWELL, and HAYS. 


{Mr. Horxins of Va. asked leave to with-. 
draw from the files of the House, the memorial | 
of Joseph Ramsey of Wythe county, Virginia, | 
praying to be relieved against a judgment ref- | 
dered against him and others in favor of the Uni- | 
ted States, and leave being granted, Mr. H. meved | 


its reference to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


[By Mr. Goaan: The petition of Wa. B. | 
Vaughan, of Bedford county, Virginia, asking the | 


aid ‘of Congress in carrying ont his invention 
of a self-propelling locomotive, applicable fo rail- 
roads. 


Also, the petition of Wm. Saunders and Wm. | 
R. Porter, of the same county and Siate, asking | 
to be re’eased from the payment of the balance | 
of a judgment of the United States against them | 
as sureties of Wm. Estis, who was paymaster to | 
the 41h of Virginia Regiment stationed at Norfolk | 


during the late war. 


Mr. Gocei said, that while up he would also | 


give notice of bis intention on to-morrow, or at 


such time thereafter as he could do so, to ask leave | 
of the House to introduce a bill granting an addi- | 
tional quantity of land for the location of Revolu- | 


‘tionary land warrants of Virginia.] 


[Mr. Hopsins said, whilst upon the ficor, he | 
would, in obedience to what he believed to be the | 


very general desire of his constituents, give notice 
of his intention to ask leave to-morrow to iatro- 
duce a bill to repeal “An act to establish a ani- 


form system of bankruptcy throughout the United ; 


States,” approved Aug. 19th, 1841, 


{Mr. Cones adddressed the House as follows: í 

“YI hold in my hand the proceedings of a respect- : 
able meeting of my constituents, which Eam re- | 
They disap- | 
prove of the exira session of Congress and most | 
They particularly complain of | 
the suppression of debate; the disposition to relieve | 


quested to present to this House. 
of its measures, 


certain classes at the expense of others; the ten- 


dency to increased taxes and a permanent Na- | 
tional debt; and the repeal cf the law regulating ; 
thé collection, transfer and disbursement of the | 


revenue; which jaw, under the name ef the Sub- 
Treasury, aud with the attributes falsely ascribed 


to it, they say, may have been disapproved by the | 
people, but they emphatically deny that its leading | 
They | 
condema ia strong terms the Distribution and the | 


features have ever been decided against. 


Bankrupt laws, which they desire to be repealed. 


They also protest against the establishment of a : 
National Bank, as repudiated by tne framers of | 
the Constitution, as unnecessary for the proper ad- - 
ministration of the Government, and as dangerous | 
And . 
they furiher represent that the evils suffered from | 
the state ofthe carrency and exchanges have re- | 
sulted from an unsound banking systern, by which | 
the specie standard of valuehas been departed | 
from, and that it is the daty of Congress to pre- | 


to the interests and jiberties of the people. 


serve thatstandar:|, which all experience proves is 
the best and only proper regulator of the currency 
and the exchanges. 
nion, entilled to. the serious consideration of the 
House, and I move that the paper I send to the 
Clerk, be laid on the table'and be printed.” 

Obj ction being made, the question was taken on 


nese views are, in my opi- | 


AE ee atest N 
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| printing, and it.was lost.: Tae proceedings were 


laid.on the table.] 

From. North Carolina: 
and GRAHAM. |. . ; 

From South Caroline: Mr. CAMPBELL. 

From Georgia: Messrs. KING and MERI WE. 
THER. : 

From Kentucky: Messrs. BOYD, BUTLER, 
‘SSPRIGG, TRIPLETT, and UNDERWOOD. 

{By Mr. Trirrerr: A. resolution, which was 
adopted, directing ihe Committee on the Post. Office 
and Post Roads to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing certain post roads in the counties of 
Davies and Hancock. 

Mr. Triptert also: presented the petition of Ma- 
ria L, Nourse, widow and legal revresentative of 
Joseph Nourse, deceased.] 

From Tennessee: Messrs. McCLELLAN, 
GENTRY, ARNOLD, C. H. WILLIAMS, J. 
L. WILLIAMS, and TURNEY. ; 

[Mr. Joszpn L, Witttams presented the follow- 
ing: 

Tne memorial of Thomas A. Russell, asking in- 
demnity for property lost in the service of the 
United States. Referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 


Messrs. WILLIAMS 


gress to grant him a pension on account of disability 
incurred intheservice of the United States. Re: 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.] 

[By Mr. Arnon: ‘The petition of James Fuller, 
of Jefferson ‘county, in the State of Tennessee, 
an officer of the late war, praying an arrearage of 
pension. 

Also, the petition of Thomas Collins, of Wash- 
ington county, Tennesse, a soldier of the late war, 
praying to be placed upon the roll of invalid pen- 
sioners. ; 

Also, the memorial of Joseph Brown, of Green 
county, Tennessee, one of the deputy collectors of 
the direct taxes, praying to be relieved from an im- 
proper assessment of property, and that certain 
moneys improperly collected from him, as such col- 
lector, may be refunded] 

From Ohio: Messrs. C. MORRIS, J. HAS- 
TINGS, S$ MASON, MORROW, COWEN, 
DEAN, MEDILL, ANDREWS, GIDDINGS, 
PENDLETON, RIDGWAY, GOODE and MA- 
THIOT. 

[By Mr. Gippixas: The following petitions 
for a repeal of ail laws regulating or sancticning 
the transportation of slaves upon the high seas, and 
to pass laws protecting the rights of all persors 
elaimed.or held as slaves, who are constitutionally 
entitled to their freedom, by going to sea with the 
consent of their masters, beyond the jurisdiction of 
the State in which they are held as slaves, viz: 

Of 22 electors of Ashtabula county, Ohio. 

Of 50 electors of Rome, Ohio. 

Of 62 electors of Morgan, Ohio. 

Of 110 electors of Poland, Ohio. 

Of 21 electors of New Smyrna, Ohio; all of 
which lie over, 

Also, the petition of 22 electors of Painesville, 
Ohio, for the removal of the seat of Government to 
Ciacinnati, Ohio. 

Also, of the same, for entering into commercial 
relations with Hayti. 

Also, the following petitions for the repeal of all 
laws of the United States by which ‘the people of 
the free States, the Genera! Government, or the na- 
tion, are inany way implicated or bound to coun- 
tenance, protect, or in any manner aid in support- 
ing or cntinuing the institution of slavery, or 
in keeping human beings ina state of slavery, viz: 
oe 50 electors of Rome, Ashtabula county, 

io. 

Of 62 electors of Morgan county, Ohio. 

Of 110 electors of Poland, Trumbull county, 
Ohio. 

Of 22 electors of Ashtabula, Ohio. 

Of 21 electors of New Smyrna, Ohio] 

[Mr. Ripeway presented three petitions from 
147 c'tizens of Delaware and Marion counties, in 
the State of Ohio, praying Corgress to open com- 
mercial regulations with the Government of Hayti, 
on a footing which the most favored nations are 
recognised. by the United States. They were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relations, 


The memorin] of Joseph J. Martin, praying Con- l 


Also, four petitions: from 193 citizens of Ohio, 
ftom the same section of country, asking in re- 
spsciful terms, for the repeal of the 21st Rule of 
the House of Representatives; which petitions 
were laid over to be referred to a committee on 
the ‘subject, should one be appointed, under a 
question which is now pendivg before the House.] 

From Louisiana: Mr. MOORE. 

[By Mr. Moore: The petition of 52 inhabitants 
and ship-masters of the district of Teche, praying 
thata light boat may be placed at the entrance of 
Atchefalaya bay. ; 

The resolutions of the City Couneils of La- 
fayette, relative to the port of New Orleans, with 
map. 

The petition of B. F. Glasseock and 29 others, 
inhabitants cf Black river, against confirming the 
claim of Louis Bringier. 

Also, of James Stewart and 75 others, citizens of 
Caldwell, praying some imediate decision by Con- 
gress in r:lation to the Maison Rouge claim, 

Also, of A. Cherieres, of Louisiana. 

The evidence in relation to the claim of Fran- 
cois Gousoulia. ‘ 

The evidence relative to the claim of A. de 
Meziere. 

The papers and documents relative to the claims 
ot Mahle and Coble, Littleton Baily, and Richard 
Green. 

The communication, of Henry Bey, esq. of 
Louisiana, relative to the culture of silk, : 

The iestimony relative to the Caddotreaty, taken 
by order of the Committee en Indian Affairs, 
under an order of the House of Representatives, 
before R. V. Marye; together with testimony taken 
under the same commission before C. E. Gre- 
neaux. 

The petitionof Andrew Armstrong; late navy 
agent at Lima, Peru. 

On motion of Mr. Mocre, the following peti- 
tions were taken from the files, and referred to the 
Committee cn Private Land Claims, under the 
general rule: 

Petition of James Coble, assignee. 

Petition of James Cobleand Washington Bas- 
tian. 

Petition of the heirs of Bernard Dauteriere. 

Petition of Charles F. Noyrit. 

Petition of Joseph Roy, of Louisiana, and pa- 
pers therewith.] 

From Indiana: Messrs. KENNEDY, THOMP. 
SON, WALLACE, and CRAVENS. ž 

From Mississippi: Mr. THOMPSON. 

[Mr. Tnomrson gave notice that he would here« 
after ask leave to introduce a bill entitled an act to 
repeal the first seven sections of the act entitled an 
act to distribute the prceceeds of the publie lands 
and to grant pre-emption rights.] 

From Illinois: Messrs. CASEY, REYNOLDS, 
and STUART.. i 

[Mr. ReynoLns presented the papers, memorials 
and petitionstpraying a continuance of the National 
road from Vandalia west, through the State of Il- 
linois, by Greenvilie, in Bond county, to Alton, on 
the Mississippi river, and a location on this route 
and no oiher. 

Also, the resolution of the General Assembly of 
Illinois, praying for a bounty in land to the United 
States Rangers and other troops engaged in the late 
war with Great Britain. 

Also, a petition for a mail route in Illinois, from 
Vienna, iu Johnson county, to Cairo, in Alexander 
county. Referred to the appropriate committee. ] 

[Mr. Casey presented the petition of Adam 
Mitchell, of Coles county, Ilinois, praying the pas: 
sage of a law to compensate him for the amount of 
Continental money in his POssession.] 

[Mr. Sruarr presented the petition cf David 
Lindsey and others, citizens of Sangamon county, 
Illinois, praying the establishment of a mail route 
from Springfield to Carrollton; Elinois. 

Also, the petition of Philip Pearce and others, 
praying thata pre-emption right may be granted 
to him on a tract of land therein named.] 

From Alabama: Messrs. HOUSTON 
CHAPMAN, 

[Mr. Payne presented a preamble and joint 
resolutions ef the Legislature of Alabama, desiring 
the passage of a law so adjusting the rate of post- 


and 


NE en ee 


age upon letters and papers as to conform to the 


‘existing law of the United States. Mr. P. said, 


these resulutions were somewhat of a private elia- 
racter, and might not, from that fact, be received 
by the House. As they referred, however, to the 
general subject of reducing the rate of postage up- 
on letters and papers, he had thought proper to pre- 
sent them, and moved a reference to the Commit- 
tee on the Post Offize and Post Roads.] 

(Mr. Cuapaan presented a memorial of the Ala- 
bama Legislature, asking that the lands lying south 
of the Tennessee river, in Jackson county, may be 
annexed to the new land district propos:d to be 
established in the Cherokee country. 

Also, a memorial and sundiy petitions of cer- 
tain citizens of Benton county, praying that they 
may be allowed other lands in lieu of those of 
which they have, as pre-emptors, been deprived 
by the location of Indian reservations. 

Also, the memorial of the Alabama Legislature, 
asking the establishment of a new land office in the 
Cherokee cession, or to annex the country to the 


© Coosa land district, and remove that office to the 


centre of the Cherokee lands—whichever course 
will most speedily bring said lands into market. 
Mr. C. said he hoped the Honse would pardon him 
for calling on the Committee on Pablic Lands (to 
which said petitions and memorials were referred) 
to act as early as possible on the subject of the 
Cherokee lands. It has been more than six years 
since that country has been purchased, and more 
than three since the, Indians have been removed. 
The settlers have, directly and through the Legisla- 
ture, often and over, asked that the lands may be 
brought into market; and the State of the public 
Treasury is such as to require the money that will 
be realized by the sales; and yet, strange to say, he 
(Mr. C.) has hitherto been unable to have the sub- 
ject considered. He now entreated the committee 
to act upon it, and act speedily, so that a land of- 
fice may be opened, tha! the settlers may be able to 
enter and complete their titles to their lands, under 


_ the existing pre-emption law of 1840 ] 


From Missouri.—Messrs. MILLER and ED. 
WARDS. 

{Mr. Mittze of Missouri presented the follow- 
ing memorials from the Legislature of his State, 
and petitions from various citizens residing thereia, 
Viz: 


A memorial from the Legislature of Missouri, , 


asking Congress:to pass a law authorizing the sale 
of certain fractional lands in said State—presented 
December 15, 1841, and referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

A memorial from same, asking Congress to make 
appropriations by law for the defence of the west- 
ern frontier—presented December 15, 1841, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

A memorial from the same, asking Congress to 
pass a law refunding to the State of Missouri the 
amount of money expended by her in expelling the 
Osage Indians from the S-aie, who had invaded the 
same with hostile intent in the year 1837; presented 
December 15, 1841, and referred to the Committee 
on. Military Affairs. 

Two petitions; signed by John Brown, L.Gerret, 
William Smith, and others, asking Congress to pass 
a law establishieg certain post roads therein men- 
tioned and described, in Saline county, Missouri, 
presented December, 1841, and referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Petition of James Jackson and others, of Platte 
county, Missouri, praying Congress to pass a gens- 
ral prospective pre-emption law, and to establish a 
new land district in the northwestern section of 
Missouri, to include what is called the Piatte coun- 
try, and to be called the Platie Land District; pre- 
sented December 15, 1841, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Petition of John P. Campbell, receiver of public 
moneys at Springfield, Missouri, praying Congress 
to pass a law allowing bin a eredit on the books of 


‘the Treasury of the United States for $200, being 


the amount of a Treasurer’s receipt received by 
him in payment of a certain tract of land entered 
by Hugh Boyd; presented December 15, 1841, and 
feferred to the Committee on Claims. : 
‘Petition of James Reid, of. Saline county, Mis 
pouri, praying Congress to pass a law authorizing 


the Commissioner of the General Land Office to is- 
sue a- patentin his name, as assignee of Henry 
Miller, for a certain tract of land therein described; 
presented December 15, 1841, and referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Petition of S. Wilson, Henry Barnis, end Ander- 
son Davis, justices of the county court of Van Bu- 
ren county, Missouri, praying Congress to pass a 
law authorizing the county court of said coun'y to 
enter certain lands therein described, and for the 


reasons assigned, for the use of said county, at the. 


register’s office at Lexington, Missouri; presented 
December 15, 1841, and referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

Petition of J. Tuggle, A. Easby, and others, of 
Van Buren county, Missouri, asking the passage of 
a law by Congress to authorize the county court of 
said. county to enter certain lands therein described, 
for the use of the county, for reasons assigned and 
set forth in the petition; presented December 15, 
1841, and referred to the Committee on Pablic 
Lands, i 

Petition of Jcel Powell, L. J. Francis, and others, 
praying Congress to pass a law changing the- post 
road from . Independence, in Jackson county, to 
Warrensburg, in Johnson county, Missouri, so as 
to pass by Jacob Greiga’s store, in Jackson county; 
presented December 15, 1841, and referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 

Petition of Wilson P. Hunt, of Missouri, pray- 
ing Congress to pass a law, requiring the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office to issne a patent 
m his name, as the legal representative of the 
grantee, for one league square of jand in said 
State, for the reasons and considerations set forth 
in the petition: Presented Dec. 15:h, 1841, and 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Petition of E. Borye, Q. Whitesmb, and others, 
citizens of Scott county, Missouri, pray:ng Con- 
gress to passa law appropriating a sufficient sum 
of money to drain certain marsh and other inun- 
dated lands, belonging to the United States, and 
situate in their immediate vicinity, or to cede to 
the connty such portion of those lands as will ena~ 
ble it to reclaim the same: Presented Dec. 15th, 
1841, fand referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands.] 

[Mr. Epwarps ef Missouri presented a memo 
rial of the General Assembly of the State of Mis 
souri, requesting a donation of certain swamp 
lands, in Scott and other counties, te said Siate. 

A memorial, requesting the construction of a 
military road on the northern line of the State of 
Missouri. 

A memorial requesting the construction of a 
military road across the Big Swamp, in Scott and 
other counties, in the State of Missouri. 

A memorial, asking the interpesition of Con- 
gress in procuring the removal or mitigation of 
foreign revenue restrictions upon tobacco, for the 
purpose ‘of increasing the demand for that article} 

From Arkansas: Mr. CROSS. 

(Mr. Cross presented the following petitions, to 
wit: Of John Bevan, of Phill:pscouniy, Arkansas, 
praying a grant of three hundred and twenty acres 
of land; and of twenty-three citizens of Marey 
county, in said Sta‘e, praying the establishment of 
a post route; and also a memorial of the Legisla- 
ture of said State, prayiag the passage of a law 
authorizing a relinquishment of the right to the six- 
teenth section of the public lands therein, and the 
location of other lands in lieu thereof, for the use 
of schools; and praying, aiso, that a donation of 
four sections of land, including the Hot Springs 
in said State ] 

(Mr. Cross gave notice that, on to-morrow, or 
as soon thereafter as by the rules of the House the 
opportunity is afforded, he willask leave to intre- 
duce the following bills, to wit A bill to establish 
a board of commissioners to hear and examine 
claims against the United States; a bill fo increase 
the jurisdiction of the United States District Court 
for the State of Arkansas and for other purposes; 
anda bill to authorize the Legislature of the State 
of Arkansas to self the lands herctcfore appro- 
priated for the use of schools in that State.] 

From Michigan: Mr. HOWARD. 


{A number of petitions presented in the course - 


of the day were laid over for debate.] 
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an allowance of ‘fishing bounty? ith 
Wiliam Fallertcn and other owners of thesi 
Joanna, of Elisworth, Me. for the ‘sames-an 
petition of J-B. Knight, owner of the jt 
Martha, of Eastport, Me. for he sam 
accompanying papers, were taken from th 
and referred to the Committee on Conimerce: 
Also, by the request of the same; the petitio 
Nathaniel Sleeper and other citizens of Greenfiel 
in the county of Hancock, Me. praying for the 
establishment of a mail- rotte or post road’ from: 
Milford, in the county of Penobscot, tr Greenfields’ 
and the petition of Jacob Stevens and other citizens 
of Crawford, in the county of. Washington, Mev 
praying for the establishmext of-a mail reute-or. . 
post road from Machias; or East Machias, to that ` 
place, were taken from the files, and referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads: =: $ 
Also, by the request of the same, the petition. of 
Henry Dorr, praying ‘or a pension for services. 
rendered the United -Siates “during the Revolu” 


_ tionary: war, was taken from ibe files, and referred: 
| to the-Committee on ‘Revolutionary Pensions: 


Also; by the request of: the same, th itiön. of 
William Pool, and accompanying papers, pray 
for a pension for injuiries received while- fni “the 
service of thé United States during the last war, 
was taken from the files, and referred to. the Com+ 
mittee on Invalid Pensions.) i ERS 

Among the petitions were a number on the sib- 
ject of abolition, which were refused under ‘the’ 
Qist rule, and a number of petitions which, cont 
taining other subjects besides abolition, the gentle: 
mea presenting them contended could 'be received 
and referred without violating the rule. ‘These 
last, however, were laid over, on notices: given of 
an intention to debate the question ‘of the propriety: 
of their reception. ete YR g HEA 

THE PUBLIC MONEYS. i 

Mr. CUSHING, from the Select Committee. on ' 
the Plan of Finance recommended in the. Presi-: 
dent’s message, introduced the following resolution; 
which was adopted: wep ang Red 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury’ be: 
required to communicate to the House the plan of: 
finance referred to and recommended in the mes~: 
sage of the President of the United States at the 
present session of Congress. s 

And then the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 00 o> 
Tuorspay, Dee. 16, 1841.00" 
Mr. HENDERSON of Mississippi, appear 
his seat to day. ane eee re rma 
A message was received from the House of Re: 
presentatives, announcing the passage of an act by 
ihat body, making appropriation, in part, for the 
civil department of the Government, for the year 
1842. ; vat 
The bill was then taken up and read. : 
Mr. EVANS moved that it should have a 
second reading by its title, and there being no ob- 
jection, it was read the second time. LENT 
Mr. EVANS bad another favor to askof'the 
Senate—that is, that they proceed to its considera- 
tion forthwith, thatit might be placed on its pas- 
sage. f n 
‘Mr. KING objected. He did not. approve: of. 
the course suggested by the Senator from Maine 
{t would be better if the bill was allowed lo “iake 
the usual course. It ought to be referred: to the” 
Committee on Finance. Congress had ‘for years. 
been too much ia the habit of making partial ape 
propriations in the beginning of each: Session for. 
nothing more than the payment of the members 
themselves. In the mean time business goes on, 
and for months many of the officers of the Govern- 
ment and their families are left without the means 
of support. Was. it not as mecessary to provide 
payment for those public servants and the depen: 
dants on the civil list, a$ for members of Congress? 
Why, then, did not the committee with which the 
bill originated inelude in the appropriation sufficient i 
provision to pay the salaries of Government officers 
and the eivil list? Was it notaseasy to make: 
that provision, &§ Ons for the per diem and mileage 
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of membersof Congress? Surely it was; and he 
trusted a sense of justice would prevail, and. that 
the-public officers would not be thrown.isto: the 
hands of brokers and shavers, to raise, at exorbi- 


tant interest, the necessary means for the support. 


of their families, while waiting for the general ap- 
propriation bills cf Congress, which might not 
come up tll February next.. He would ask that 
the bill .be referred to. the-Committee on Finance, 

- with instructions to amend it by a provision for all 
those entitled to. compensation for their services. as 
well as members of Congress. . Due reflection and 
a sense of justice would demand this course. 

Mr. EVANS said if the motion required unani- 
mous consent, he should not object to the reference 
to the Committee on Finance. One word, kow- 
ever, it was.necessary to say in reply to the Sena- 
tor from Alabama. The bill before. the Senate 
came from the Eiouse of Representatives. It be- 
longed to the Senate to consider it. ‘Fre. bill did 
not originate here, and the very. evil complained 
of by the Senator already exisied.. A part of the 
appropriation. was needed to pay not caly mem- 
bers, but for other purposes, The contingent fund 
was exhausted, and debts contracted a year since, 
for fuel, printing, and like purposes, were not now 
paid, and could not be paid until the bill before the 
Senate had pas:ed. 
were due were liable, as the Senator from Alabama 
had said, to be subjected to the staves. of brokers 
and.others. If, however, objections were made to 
the consideration of the vill-at this time, he would 
move its reference to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. KING was not, disposed to protract the de- 
bate, but he could not help saying that there were 
many reasons why the estimates of the Depart- 
ments ought to be the first thing laid before Con- 
gress each session, It was necessary to know the 
amount required for the public service before en- 
tering upon matters of legislation which might af- 
fect that amount. It was no less necessary that 
the necessary appropriations should be promptly 
made for the discharge of the obhgations of the 
Government. But if the estimates were noi here, 
how did tbis. bill originate for an appropriation in 
part for the civil list? It was equally well known 
that the other public servants were to be paid their 
salaries. . Ose thing he desired, and that was, that 
while disposed to meet the wants of themselves, 
members of Congress should also pay some atten- 
tion to those dependent for their means of sub- 
sistence on the prompt and just action of Con- 
gress. It was urged that the contingent fund 
was nearly exhausted, and that heavy claims 
agains’ it remained outstanding for more than a 
year. If the fund has been exhausted, and the 
public creditors left in the hands of brokers and 


chavers, every one knows that itis in consequence of | 
the extraordinary proceedings of the extra session. | 


Much might be said on this subject; but at present 
he only desired that, while members of Congress 
are taking care of themselves, they should also take 
care of those who have equal claims for their 
services. tle hoped the bill would be referred to 
the Committee on Finance, and that when the 
committee is making its report, it will recommend 
a provision such as he had suggested for the pay- 
ment of those dependent on the Government, 

Mr. EVANS moved the reference of the bill to 
the Committee on Finance; which was agreed to, 

THE PRINTING OF THE SENATE. 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the 
annuall report of the Secretary of the Senate with 
regard to the contingent fund; which was, on the 
motion of Mr. WHITE, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. KING said that if he was not mistaken in 
his interpretation of a resolution which was adoptea 
yesterday, all communications of this kind must go 
to the Committee on Printing; and that this report 
was not one of those which were to be printed with- 
out such reference. 

Mr. MANGUM then moved a reconsideration of 
the vote by which the report was ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. WHITE remarked that it appeared to him 
that they were taking a great deal of trouble fora 
teivial end; and, as a committee was not yet raised 
on the subject of printing, he could see no propriety 
in reconsidering the vote. ` 


Those to whom: these debis | 
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Mr. KING said that the subject was a matter of 
very little importance, but. he was. of opinion that 
the resolution which was adopted yesterday should 
either be abandoned or adhered to, as it was a re- 
gulation of the Senate. PE 

Mr. SEVIER saw no necessity for the reconside- 
ration of the motion to print. it was of little im- 
portance either way. 

The question was then taken on the motion to re- 
consider, and it was decided in the affimative. 

The question now recurring on the motion to 

tint, : ae 
p Mre. CLAY of Kentucky inquired whether the 
Committee on Printing had yet been appointed. 

Tne PRESIDENT pro tem replied in the nege- 
tive, and remarked that the committee would be 
appointed in the course of the day. 

Mr. CICAY said that that being the case—al- 
though the report should now be printed—it would 
be better to wait until the appointment of the com- 
mittee—which he considered a. very important one 
—which could decide whether or not the report 
came within the terms of the resolation. 

Mr. WHITE then withdrew his motion to print 
the report. 

Mr. BENTON presented the petition of Wilson 
P. Hunt, praying the confirmation of his title toa 
tract of land in the Siate of Missouri; which 
was referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims, f 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of a number 
of the inhabitants of the northwestern section. of 
the State of Missouri, praying the establishmeat of 
a land office at Plattsburgh, in that- State; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Pablic 
Lands. 

Also, the petition of James Kiser and Barnet 


. Foley, praying to be allowed the right of pre-emp- 


tion to.a tract of land in the State of Missouri; 
which was referred to the Commiitee on the Public 
Lands. ` 

Mr. YOUNG presented two petitions from citie 
zens of the counties of Sangamon, Logan, Dewitt, 
and McLean, in the State of Iilnois, praying the 
establishment of a mail route; which were referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Also, two memorials from the citizens of Win- 
nebago county, Illinois, praying that the ‘Polish 
claim” to certain lands in that county may be va- 
cated, and the right of pre-emption secured to the 


; Settlers upon the same; which were referred to the 
‘Committee on Publie Lands. 


Also, the petition of John S. Day, a Canadian 
refugee, praying an allowance of bounty Jand for. 
his services asa volunteer in the late war with 
Great Britain; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Publie Lands. 

Mr. CHOATE presented the petition of Thomas 
Harrison, an officer in the late war with Great Bri- 
tain, praying an increase of his pension, to take 
effect from the date of his disability; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BERRIEN presented the pétition of Jobn 
D. Gibson, praying to be allowed a credit in the 
setilement of his account of a commission on the 
disbursement made by him of the public money, 
whilst performing the duties of a parser in the 
navy; which was referred to the Committee on Na- 
va! Affairs 

Mr. WOODBURY presented the memorial of 
Johs F. Sarchet, praying that a dispute between 
him and the Srcretary ef the ‘Treasury as to the 
payment of the specific duty on certain importa- 
tions, may, by an act cf Congress, be brought be- 
fore the Supreme Court of the United States for 
settlement; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Oa motion by Mr. WRIGHT, it was ordered 
that the petition of DeForest Manice be taken 
from the files of the Senate, and referred to the 
Committee on Finance. That the petition of 
Esther Lefferts be taken from the files, and refer- 
red to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

On motion of Mr. ARCHER, it was ordered 
that the petition of the represeatatives of Gustavus 
B. Horner, be taken from the files of the Senate, 
and referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. That the petition of the executor of 


Thomas Griffin, and the memorial of the heirs of 
Everard Meade, be taken from the files and seve- 


_ rally referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 


Claims. - 

On motion of Mr. MILLER, it was ordered that 
the petition of the representatives of Joseph Mor- 
riss, be taken from the files of the Senate, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 
_ On motion of Mr. RIVES, it was ordered that the 
petition of the heirs of Philip Barbour be taken 


from the files of the Senate and referred to the ` 


Committee on Private Land Claims; and the peti- 
tion of the heirs of Thomas West, and the peti- 
tition of the heirs of Francis L. B. Goodwin, be 
taken from the files, and severally referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

On motion of Mr. SMITH of Indiana, it was 
ordered that Anthony Gale have leave to with- 
draw his petition and papers from the files of the 
Senate. 

On motion of Mr. KING, it. was 

Ordered, Bthat Stokes and Pardom have leave 


to withdraw their petition and papers from the flles 


of the Senate. 

On motion by Mr. ARCHER, it was 

Ordered, That James McCsily have leave to 
withdraw his petition from the files of the Senate. 

THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 

Mr. EVANS moved thatso much of the mes- 
sage as relates.to finance be referred to the Com- 
mittee on. Finance. In making this motion, he 
did not wish to be understood as wishing ‘to em- 
brace that part of the message relating to a fiscal 
agent; because, if Senators desired, it could be re- 
ferred to a select committee. 

On motion of Mr. PRESTON, it was ordered 
that so much of the President’s message as relates 
to military affairs, be referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. BERRIEN, it was ordered 
that so much of the message of the President of the 
United States as relates to the judiciary, be referred 
to the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. PRESTON submitted the following resolu, 
tion, which was considered by unanimous consent, 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary cf the Treasury be 
directed to communicate to the Senate, with as 
little delay as possible, the plan of a Fiscal Agent 
of the Government mentioned in the President's 
message, communicated at the commencement of 
‘the present session of Congress. 

Mr. YOUNG submitted the foliowing resolution, 
which was considered by unanimous consent, an 
agreed to, viz: i . 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
directed to inquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation for removing the obstructions in 
Rock river and the Desmoines Rapids, in the Mis- 
sissippi river. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 
The fellowing bills were introduced on leave, 


| agreeably to notice heretofore given, read the first, 


and by special order a second time by their titles, 
and referred to appropriate committees; viz. 
By Mr. BARROW, a bill to increase the com. 


; pensation of the Judge of the United States Dis- 


trict Court for the District cf Louisiana: referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, a bill to provide for the payment of the 
balance due to the State cf Louisiana, for raising 
and equipping a regiment of volanteer militia, mus- 
tered into the service of tae United States in 1836, 
for the Florida war: referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

OREGON TERRITORY. 

Mr. LINN introduced a bill to authorize the 
adoption of measures for the occupation and settle- 
ment of ihe Territ ry of Oregon, for extending cer- 
tain portions of the laws of the United States over 
the same, and for other purposes; which, having 
been read twice, was 

On the motion of Mr. LINN, referred to a spe- 
cial committee, to be appointed by the Chair. 
Messrs. Linn, Watker, Preston, and SEVIER 
constitute four of the commiltee—ihe other not 


known. 
THE DISTRIBUTION BILL. 
Mr. LINN also gave notice that he would, at 


the earliest moment, ask leave to introduce. a bill 
to repeal the act distributing the proceeds cf the 
sales ofthe public lands to the States. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana introduced a bill to con- 
firm to the State of Indiana the lands selected by 
her in lieu of the lands reserved by the reserva- 
tions under the treaties of 1837 and 1839, with the 
Miami Indians: referred, with accompanying do- 
duments, to the Committee on Roads end Canals. 


By Mr. KING: A bill for the relief of the Selma 


and Tennessee Railroad Company: referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 
_ By Mr. YOUNG: A bill for the relief of Ephraim 
Sprague; which was, with the accompanying docu- 
ments, referred to the Committee on Claims. 

THE PEACE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE NAVY. 

The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
Woopsuny yesterday, was taken up and adepted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of fx- 
ing, by law, the number of officers in each rank, of 
men, and of soldiers in commission, suitable for a 
peace establishment.of the navy, and af regulating 
this establishment like that for the army, so as not 
to be changed, except under express provision made 
by Congress. 

The bill for the relief of James Smith, of Arkan- 
sas, was taken up, as in Committee of the Whole, 
and read. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana, explained the nature of 
the bill. It was to allow the person named the pri- 
vilege of entering lands in lieu of a tract which 
was entered’ at the wrong land office. The law 
upon the subject of erroneous entries, provides for 
the refunding of the purchate money. Bat the 
law could not do full justice in this case. The 
purchaser, Smith, made many improvements on 
the land, and had it under cultivation, He had 
lived on it for some time, when the same tract was 
entered in another and the proper land cffice by 
another person, who claimed the land, and ejected 
Smith, thus depriving him of his Jand and im- 
provements. The Government has had the use of 
the money without interest, and this bill goes to 
allow Smith a privilege beyond the law in conside- 
ration—that is, to enter other landsin liew. 

Mr, FULTON explained further, that it was by 
a change in the land districts that the error was 
made. 

There being no motion to amend the bill, it was 
reported to the Senate, and ordered to be engroszed 
for a third readirg. . 

Mr. LINN gave notice that he would, at an 
early day, ask leave to introduce a bill to erect a 
hospital in the city cf Wasbingion. 

Mr. BENTON moved that when the Senate ad- 
journed, it would adjourn to meet on Monday next. 
Agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, 

The Senate adjourned till Monday next, at 12 
o'clock. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuurspay, December 16, 1841. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO asked leave to introduce a 
resolution providing that the Clerk pay to Winuiam 
Smita the usual compensation and miveage of a 
member for the extra session. [Mr. Smira is the 
gentleman who contested the election in the Cul- 
peper District, Va. and who now represents that 
district in the House.] 

Objection being made, the resolution was not re- 
ceived. 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, a Committee 
on Enrolled Bills on the partof the House was or- 
dered to be appointed. š 

CUMBERLAND ROAD. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Indiana gave notice that 
he would to-morrow ask leave to introduce a biil 
to provide for the construction of the Cumberland 
Road through the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Iili- 
nois. 

Petitions and memorials were then called for, 
(commencing where the call was suspended by the 
adjournment of the House yesterday,) and were 
presented by the following delegates: 

From Florida: Mr. LEVY. 

[Mr. Levy offered the following resolutions, 
which lie over one day under the rnle: 
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Lands be instructed fo inquire into the expediency 
of so amending the existing provisions of the Jaws 
regulating pre-em ptions, as to afford relief to bona 
fide settlers upon lands suposed to belong to the 
public donain, but which have been subsequently 
confirmed by courts to private claimants, ‘or lo- 
cated under ects of Congress by private donors, 
or reserved for public uses; and, also, to <fford 
relief to’ settlers who have been prevented, bv 
reason of Indian hostilities, from perfecting theis 
pre-emption rights. 

2. Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of making an appropriation to improve the naviga- 
tion of the Apalachicola river, in the Territory of 
Florida. ; 

3. Resolved, That the Committee on the Territo- 
ties be instructed to examine into the propriety of 
making further appropriation for the completion of 
the Capitol building at Tallahassee, in Florida. 
“4. Resolved, That the Commitfee on Commerce 
be directed to inquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation for the following purposes: 

For the improvement of the bar and harbor of 
Apalachicola. : 

For the improvement of the bar and harber of 
the bay of Appalachee atid St. Mark’s river. 

For the improvemenl of the bar and harbor of 
St. Augustine. 

For the improvement of the bar and navigation 
of St. John’s river. 

And, also, for placing additional buoys at the en- 
trance of the harbors of St. Augustine, St. John’s, 
Key West, Suwannee, Tampa, St. Mark’s, St. Jo- 
seph’s, Apalachicola, St. Andrew's, and Pensacola.} 

From Wisconsin: Mr. HENRY DODGE. 

[Mr. Doner, Delegate from Wisconsin, gave no- 
tice of a motion for leave to introduce a dil! for the 
construction of harbors at the towns of Miiwankie, 
Racine, and Southport, in the Territory of Wis- 
consin; also, a bill for the improvement of the na- 
vigation of the Neenah and Wisconsin rivers, in 
the said Territory-] 

‘From lowa: Mr. A. C. DODGE. 

‘PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 

Mr. FILLMORE rose and said, that as it was 
apparent that the chief business of the House must 
be delayed until the message of the President had 
been disposed of one way or another, be hoped the 
House would consent now to take it up and dis- 

ose of it. 

Mr. ADAMS made a few remarks, of the pur- 
port of which nothing was heard by the Reporter; 

When, on molicn of Mr. FILLMORE, the 
rules were suspended for the purpose of taking up 
the message; which being before the House, 

Mr. FILLMORE offered the following resolu- 
tions: 

1. Resolved, 'That so much of the annual mes- 
sage of the President, with the accompanying do- 
caments, communicated to this House on the 7th 
instant, as relates to the subjects of controversy and 
negotiation between this Government and Great 
Britain, and also so much thereof as relates to our 
relations with other foreign nations, be referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

2. Resolved, That so much thereof as relates to 
the suppression of the African slave trade, and so 
much thereof as relates to the removal of causes 
involving our international obligations from the 
State to the Feceral Judiciary, and also so much 
thereof as relates tothe regulation and restraint of 
Executive power in removals from office, be re- 
ferred to the Commiitee on the Judiciary. 

3. Resolved, That so much thereof as relates to 
the sixth census, and the apportionment of Repre- 
sentatives to this louse, be referred to the Select 
Committee on that subject. 

å. Resolved, Phat so much thereof as relates to 
the finances of the Government, be referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

5 Resolved, That so much thereef as relates to 
the tarif, be referred to the Committee on Manu- 
factures. 

6 Resolved, That so much thereof as relates to 
the plan of finance, be referred to ihe select com- 
mittee on that subject. 

7. Resolved, That so much thereofas relates to 


1. Resoled, That the Commitice on Publie 


the army, fortifications; and the Florida’ wa 
feferred to the Committee on Military Afairs 

8. Resolved, That šo much thereofazTélat 
the navy and mantime defences of ihe count 
reʻerred to the Committee on Navel Afa 

9. Resolved, That so. much thereof as relate 
the Post Office establishment, be’ referfed:t 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Read. 

10: Reselved, That so much: thereof as ir 
the Smithsonian legacy, be referred. to th 
committee on that subject. (6 8 3 . 

11. Resolved, That so much thereof as relates'ta~ 
the District of Columbia, be referred'to the Com- 
mittee cn tha District of Colambia. 0 = 

Mr. WISE would ike to bave from the“horora- 
ble chairman of the Committee’ of Ways pad 
Means an explanation with regard tothe extent 
of jurisdiction he prescribed to the Commitee of 
Ways and Means, as well as to the sélee: commit~ 
tee on the plan of finance. He saw that by the 
resolutions just read, it was proposed to refer ihe 
general subject of finance to the Commities. of 
Waysand Means, and the plan of finance referret 
to in the President’s message to the select commit: 
tee raised on that subject: The explanation ‘he 
wanted, was thi Was‘he select committee to be> 
confined to the plan of finance alone, without cü- 
sidering whether it can be: altered or. not? 
were they to consider it? Ei a Age f 

Mr. FILLMORE did not suppose that there 
would be any conflict between the two committees, 
with regard to the extent of their jurisdiction. © He 
supposed that the Committee of Ways and Means 
would be confined to that portion of the President's 
message, to be found in page eight of his copy, 
which related to the receipts and expenditures of 
the Treasury, while ths Select Committee would 
consider that portion of the message relating to the 
plan of finance recommended by the President. as 
well as the currency generally. pay Peters 

Mr. WISE observed that he then supposed 
that the Select Committee had the general subject 
of currency under their charge, and that if they did 
not choose to report on the plan of the President, 
they might report another, or alter or modify it. 
The House would of course have the power to 
modify or amend it. f i PERA SA 

Mr, FILLMORE did not know, he said, how 
the House might decide. His object’ had heen to 
submit to the Select Committee the particular fiscal 
plan; but he had not supposed that the committrée 
weuld be precluded from making amendments, or 
that the reference was so broad that the House - 
would be precluded from bringing up the subject 
inanother shape, should itthink proper. Hebad -- 
no disguise abont the matter, and wished the E 
House to dispose of it as they chose. © 9 i i3 

[Mr. W. C. JOHNSON suggested to “Mn 
Fiutmore an amendment in the resolutions, pro- 
viding that all such parts of the documents accom 
panying the message, as referred to the establish+ 
ment of a National Foundry, be referred to the Se- 
lect Commitiee already raised on that subject. Mr” 
FittMore said he had no objection. | 

Mr. BRIGGS hoped that the resolutions would 
be taken up regularly in their order. 

Mr. ATHERTON called for the reading of 
the resolution which proposed to refer to the Gom- 
mittee on Manufactures so much of the Message 
as related to the tariff; which having been reai, 

Mr, A. remarked that he bad supposed ibat if a 
tarif was to be laid for the purpose of revenue 
alone, and not for the protection of manufactures, 
the proper referere? of that subject would be to 
the Committee of Ways and Means. “Heretofore, 
whenever the question came up with regard to the 
disposition of this portion of the Présideni’s mes- 
sage, those who were willing to vote fora tart 
for protection, and ta Jay daties ‘for the ex- 
press purpose of encouraging domestic manu- 


# 


factures, and not fer revenue alone, had generally 
“implies en 


been in favor of referring itto the © 
Mansfaciures; while, on the other hand 
supposed thata tarif thou’d be lait oniy i 
venue, had voted for referri; It to the Finanesal 
Committtee. Jà order to t the questiod, ha 
would move to sirikeont Commitee on Mant 
factures, and insert Committee of Ways and 
Means, 


Od 


Mr. TILLINGHAST rose and addressed the 
Chair, when mo i ee pee 

Mr, EVERETT submitted to the. Speaker, as a 
question of order, that the resolution’ must be 
taken up in their order, and the question put. upon 
them. =. > ee ee 

The SPEAKER said that the question would be 
taken on all the resolutions, unless a division was 
called for. ae , ; è 

. Mr. RHETT called for a division on each reso- 
lution, which was ordered. : : : 

The question. was.then taken.of the. first resolu- 
tion, which was adopted, as follows:- ` 
l, Resolved, That so much of the Annual Mes- 
sage of the President, with the accompanying docu- 
ments, communicated to this House on the Tih 
inst. as relates to the subjects of controversy and 
negotiation between this Goverament and Great 
Britain, and also so much thereof as relates to our 
relations with other foreign nations, be referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. : 

And the question was taken on the second resolu- 
tion, which was adopted, as follows : 

2. Resolved, That so much thereof as relates to 
the suppression of the African slave trade, and so 
much thereof as relates to the removal of causes 
involving our international obligations from the 
State to the Federhl judiciary, and also so much 
thereof as relates to the regulation. and restraint of 
Executive-power in removals from office, be refer- 
‘red to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

And the question recurring on the adoption of 
the fourth resolution, to wit : 

< 4. Resolved, That so much thereof as relates to 
the finances of the Government, be referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means— i 

Mr. CUSHING observed that so far as he un- 
derstood the resolutions, it was intended that the 
Commiltee of Ways and Means should have con- 
current jurisdiction with the Select Committee on 

Finance. It seemed to bim that that was some- 
what irregular, and he begged leave to offer an 
amendment to it. 

Mr. KING thought the resolution perfectly clear, 
and tbat no amendment would be necessary. The 
subject of the currency and plan of finance would 
be referred to the Select Committee, and that of ihe 
receipts and expenditures of the Treasury would 
go to the Commitiee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. CUSHING said that the question he pro- 

' posed was, What was the extent of the jurisdiction 
of the Committee of Ways and Means? The 
chairman explainea that it was confined to so 
much of the message to be found on the eighth 
page as related to the receipts and expenditures of 
the Treasury. Now in order to render the juris 
diction of that committee certain, he would move 
to amend the resolution, so as to make it read, that 
so much of the President’s message as relates to 
the state of the Treasury, and to ways and means, 
be referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
and that so much thereof as relates to a fiscal 
agency be referred to the Select Committee. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he desired to make a 
suggestion. The 8th page of the message, 
the House would perceive, commenced in 
these words: “From the report of the Secretary of 
the Treasury you will be informed of the condi- 
tion of the finances;” and then it went on to state 
what that condition was. His intention had been 
to refer that part of the message, and the report 
that was to accompany it, to the Committee of 
Waysand Means. His intention also had been to 
confine the select committee to the plan submitted 
by the President, as deseribed by the President in 
page ll of the message. He had not intended to 
make it a committee on the currency, nor to pre- 
vent the House from raising another committee, 
or from referring the subject to a standing com- 
mittee, in case the select committee could not 
agree, Nor, at the same time, had he intended to 
preclude the committee from making amendments. 
He repeated, his intention was to refer to the select 
committee the plan described by the President, and 
if the House should afterwards think proper to ex- 
ercise its power, Jt might do so. 

Mr. WISE observed that in making the inquiry 
he did of the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means; he wished to be distinctly understood 


as only desiring to. know what was to be the juris- 
diction of the committee he wason. I did not, 
said he, want the House to give us the exclusive 
jurisdiction over the subject of the currency. If 
we are to-be confined to.the plan of finance only, 


| as referred to in the message-—-if our automaton 


task is to consider that plan only, it wiil b2 no.in- 
vidious one; butif we are allowed to think—if we 
are fo be permitted to modify it, or to propose any 
other plan, or to take itin whole-or in part— 

The SPEAKER said he had indulged this conver- 
sational debate to an extent of irreleyancy which 
was entirely out of order.. The power of the select 
committee. could not. be settled under the resolution 
now before the House. That committee. might 
raise the question of power by a separate resolu- 
tion, or in the form of a report. 

Mr. WISE said he was speaking as to the juris- 
diction of the Committee of Ways and Means, for 
by ascertaining the powers of that committee they 
could find out what was left to the Select Com- 
mittee. He should think that the subject of fi- 
nance or the state of the Treasury should go.to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, while the subject 
of the currency, if the gentiman meantthat, belonged 
to the Select Committee. He wondered that the 
Chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
at the beginning of the session, should propose to 
divest himself of the charge of the subject of the 
currency. The subject of. the tariff was to be 
given to the Committee on Manufactures, and that 
of the currency to a Select Committee. What, 
then, would be left to the Committee of Ways and 
Means? The mere ordinary routine of the appro- 
priation bills of the session. A very light task, 
indeed. He hoped that, if the chairman would 
not detine the jurisdiction of the committee, 
the House would; and he knew ro better mode 
of accomplishing the object than by adopting the 
amendment of the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, 

Mr. EVERETT suggested to Mr. Finumore to 
insert in the resolution the words “except the plan 
of finance recommended by the President.” 

Mr. FILLMORE said he would accept the mo- 
dification, ` 

Mr. F. in reply to the remarks of Mr. Wise, 
was understood to say that the rules of the House 
made it no part of the duty of the Committee of 
Ways and Means to take into consideration the 
subject of the currency. That was incidental. 
And as to the probability which the gentleman 
seemed to intimate of the Committee of Ways and 
Means being out of business during the Session, 
such an instance, Mr, F. believed, had seldom sel- 
dom happened. 

After a question by Mr. WISE, which the Re- 
porter could not hear distinetly— 

Mr. EVERETT said he supposed the Selest 
Committee would take their jurisdiction from the 
resolution under which they were appointed. That 
resolution made them a committee upon a specific 
plan recommended by the President, and any 


amendments legitimately connected therewith (Mr, - 


E. was understood to say) might be made. But, 
as to constituting them a committee on the curren- 
cy generally, he had had no idea of that at the time 
the resolution passed. ` 

The question then being on the amendment of- 
fered by Mr. Cusuine, it was taken and decided in 
the negative, without a division. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The question recurring on the original resolution, 
as modified by Mr. Frurmors at the suggestion of 
Mr. Everert, the resolution was adopted. 

The fifth resolution was then read, and is as fol- 
lows: 

5. Resolved, That so much thereof as relates to 
the tariff be referred to. the Committee on Manu- 
factures. 

Mr. ATHERTON renewed his motion to strike 
out the word “Manufactures? and jnsert “Ways 
and Means” He said the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means intended to reserve to 
that committee only so much of the message ag fe~ 
lated to the receipts and expenditures of Govern- 
ment. his also belonged to the Committee of 
Ways and Means; but if so much of the tariff 
were referred to the Committee on Manufactures, 


- it would be taking from the Committee of Ways 
` and Means their appropriate business, and counte- 


nanciny the principle of protection to its fullest ex- 
tent. 

Mr. MALLORY called the yeas and nays on 
the motion, which were ordered. A 

Mr.‘TILLINGHAST said the portion of the 
message which the gentleman from New York 
[Mr. FiLLmore] intended to refer to the Committee _ 
on Manufactures belonged to them; and this would 
appear to the House from ar examination of that 
part of the message. He should prefer to have the 
resolution modified so as to read as follows: 

“That so much thereof as relates to manufac- 
tures, and toa discrimination of duties with ‘re- 
ference. to considerations of domestic policy con- 
nected with our manufactures,’ be referred to the 
Committee on Manufactures.” . 

These were the words of the message itself: “So, 
also, the Government may be justified in so discri- 
minating, by reference to other considerations of 
policy connected with our manufactures.” That 
was the portion which carried to the Committee on 
Manufactures the subject of duties for revenue, but 
with discrimination “ having reference to conside- 
rations of domestic policy connected with manu- 
factures.” So much as related to this subject, he 
thought none would dispute, ought to go to the 
Committee on Manufactures. The business of the 
Committee of Ways and Means did not embrace 
the “discrimination” which was pointed to by the 
President in his message, and which they had got 
to dispose of by reference to some committee. The 
subjects to be referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means were expressed by the rule describing 
their duty. 

[Mr. T. then read the rule defining the duty of 
the Committee of Ways and Means, of which the 
following is the material extract: “Fo take into 
consideration all such reports of the Treasury De- 
partment, and ail such propositions relative to the 
revenue, as may be referred to them by the House; 
to inquire into the sta'e of the publie debt or the 
revenue, and of the expenditure, and report from 
time to time their opinion thereon; to examine into 
the state of the several public departments, and 
particularly into the laws making appropriations 
of money, and to report whether the moneys have 
been disbursed conformably with such laws; and 
also to report from time to time such provisions 
and arrangements as may be necessary to add to 
the economy of the departizents and the accounta- 
bility of their officers.”] 

It appeared from this rule that this subjeet did 
not belong to the Committee of Ways and Means; 
and there was no committee in this House to which 
the subject could properly be referred but the Com- 
mittee on Manufactures. He hoped the gentle- 
man from New Hampshire [Mr. ATHERTON] 
would not insist on taking the business for which 
alone the Committee on Manufactures was origi- 
nally created, and refer it to a committee whose 
duty it was not. 

The Committee on Manufactures was appointed 
for the purpose of ascertaining, when it was de» 
cided that revenue was wanting, how it might be 
most conveniently, least injuriousiy, and most pro- 
fitably raised, to the manufacturing interest of the 
country. He hoped the subject would not be with- 
drawn from that commitiee, to which it was pro- 
posed to be referred in the original resolution. 

Mr. WISE was glad that the gentleman from 
New Hampshire bad introduced this amendment. 
If the gentleman had not, he should have done it. 
This had always been a test question between the 
tarif and the anti-tariff party. Heretofore, in the 
history of the tariff question, those who had gone 
for protecting duties had also gone for a reference of 
the subject of laying duties to the Commitiee of 
Manufactures, while those who had gone for a ta- 
riff for revenue, had voted for the reference to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. But the gentle- 
man from Rhode Island said that the message re- 
commended a tariff for protection; and the refe- 
rence, therefore, ought to be to the Committee on 
Manufactures, the gentleman undertaking to read 
the message in such manner as to lead to that infe- 

rence. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST requested the gentleman 
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drom Virginia to allow him to explain; which re- 
quest having been complied with by Mr. Wisg, 
Mr. Tesaid he had read that part of the message 
“which connected the raising of duties with the inte- 
yest of the manufacturer, and another part which 
showed that the President intended that the amount 
of duty should be governed by the compromise act, 
and not exceed 20 per ceni; and in collecting that, 
he had said the message pointed cut the connec- 
tion with the policy of domestic manufactures. 
| Mr. WISE said he understood the gentleman now 
as he did before. He did net choose to take his 
words, but to use his idea, if he understood it. If 
the gentleman expressed any thing, it was that the 
President recommended the protection of manufac- 
tures, and the laying cf duties for that purpose. 
| Now he contended that there was nothing ia the 
message to authorize any such idea. He would 
quote the context of tae message immediately pre- 
ceding the part quoted by the gentleman from Rhode 


it read? Immediately after the first sentence quoted 
by the gentleman, tue President goes on to say: 
“Otherwise, the Government would be placed in 
-Ahe condition of having to levy the same duties 
"upon allarticles,. the productive as well as the un- 
productive. The slighiest duty upon some, might 
have the effect of causing their importation to cease 
whereas, others entering extensively into the con- 
sumption of the country, might bear the heaviest, 
without any sensible diminution in the amount im- 
poried.” 
oo, [twas not, then, with a view to the protection of 
manufactures that the Presilest recommended a 
revision of the tariff, but with a view to a tariff for 
_ revenue. It was for the wants of the Treasury, 
and not for protection, that this right ef discrimina- 
tion was proposed, Bul the President went further, 
He went on to say th 
-GBo long as the duties shail be laid with dis- 
tinct reference to the wanis of the Treasury, no 
well founded objection can exist againit them.” 
“Phere were tke doctrines of the message. It 
. yecammended a tariff of duties for the purpose of 
revenue, admitting the right of discrimination, and 
that within the bounds of ihe wants of the Trea- 
sary, manufactures might! take protection. There 
was the full extent of the docirize, and not one 
step did it go beyond a tariff for revenue, It might 
be said that though this wasa tariff for revenue 
only, and not for protection, yet as this right of 
discrimination within the wants of the Treasury 
was admitted, that therefore it belonged to the Com- 
mittee on Manufactures. {ut the two subjects 
could not separated. That partof the message 
which related to revenue, asd its incident 
only which the gentleman wanied to con- 
sider as the principal, and therefore carry 
C it to the Committee on Manufactures, be- 
longed clearly to the Committee of Ways and 
oo Means. The gentleman, however, was for making 
= the incident superior to the principal, the minor 
greater than ihe major, and ia fact to govern it. 
Mr. FOSTER of Georgia observed tbat he had 
“turned to the rales of the House to ascertain 
what were the appropriate duties of the Committee 
Foon Manufactares, and all that he could find was, 
| that among the standing committees there was one 
of that name. No duties were assigned to them 
by the rules, and ke, for one, was prepared to 
watch whai was assigned to them by the Hou:e. 
In the Constitution of the United States he found 
no power given to Congress on the subject of ma- 
nufactures, and he conid not therefore see the au- 
thority for consiimting a sianding committee to 
take charge of them. Mr. F. read from ihe Con- 
stitution the list of powers given to Congress, 
and said that there wes not one word on the 
subject of mannfaciaes in it, He made this 
‘a serious qaestion. He wanted to know what au- 
‘thority there was for creating thiscommitiee. The 
Southern members mus! ha pion their posts 
when they first permilted its entrance into this 
House. They foresax not the dangers enclosed in 
that wooden horse, or they never would have per- 
mitted it to come within these wails. When the 
celebrated tariff act was passed, which shook this 
Union to its centre, a patriot and statesman, now 
no more, whose voice had so often resounded in 


sland, and immediately succeeding it, and how did . 


that hall—he alluded to the lamented Warren R: 
Davisof South Carolina—to put the question to 
the-test, and to make the act appear what it was 
intended to be, moved that its title should read “an 
act for.the protection of domestic manufactures.” 
The friends of the measure had the power to do it 
if they pleased, but they were afraid of the Su- 
preme Court, and refused to give tbb act that title. 
They were afraid that the Supreme Court would 
decide that they had not the power to protect ma- 
nufactures. Mr. F. continued h's remarks at some 
length in support of the amendment, after which 

Mr. RHETT followed on the same side. He 
did not understand the message as recommending 
a tariff with a view to protection, bat he under- 
stood it as meaning a tariff for the purposes of re- 
venue. Healso understood the message as say- 
ing that while they were legislating with a. view to 
the raising of revenue, there should be such dispo- 
sition made in the laying of taxes as to give a be- 
nefit to manufactures. Tne doctrine was a popu- 
lar one, but he entirely dissented from it. Where 
did protection commence? It was invariably at 
the point where revenue ceased.. The only way 
in which the domestic manufacturer was to be be- 
nefitted. is to bave his yard of-.cloth intro- 
duced..into’ the consumption of the - country 
in lieu of that which comes in by impor- 
tation, and pays a daty into the Treasury. 
In that point cf view, how was it possible to make 
a tariff both for revenue and for protection? The 
two were entirely incompatible with each other. 
You must exclude the foreign importation, and 
ihis is to destroy revenue, before you can give pro- 
tection to the manufacturer. If the two were in- 
compatible, as he contended they were, how were 
they to protect manufaetures, unless they imposed 
duties for the destruc ion cf commerce, and the 
consequent destrucion of revenue. The time had 
now come when this question must be settled; nine 
years ithad been agitated on this floor. While 
they were about legislating on the first step, he 
urged them to be careful to commit the subject to 
the committee to which it belonged. If the House 
intended aduty for revenue, or incidentally for 
protection, the subject shouid go to the Committee 
of Waysand Means. If the principal object was 
protection, thea the subject should go to the Com- 
miitee on Manufactures. 

Mr. R. in explanation of a question asked by 
Mr. Brieas, said that he was not for interfering 
with the terms of the Compromise act. He was 
wil'ing to have an ad valorem duty on ail articles, 
and in that way manufacturers might get some pro- 
tection. 

Mr. FILLMORE said the first objection that 
had been made to the reference of this part of the 
message to the Commitice on Manufactures was, 
that this committee had no specific daties assigned 
to it in the rule. He had taken some little trouble 
to look into.the history of tbat committee, for the 
purpose of seeing, as be found it had no specific 
duties assigne to it by the rule, what duties had 
been assigned to it by the usage of this House, 
He found that this committse was raised ia 1819, 
and that, as often as the general question of the 
tarif had heen up since that time, it bad been in- 
variably referred to that committee. [He then 
went into a historical account of the existence of 
the committee, in connection with the various tarif 
bille sinee its origin, showing that the question of 
the tarif had uniformly been referred to this com- 
militee.] : 

‘Although the rules of this House kad not pre- 
seribed the duties of this commiitee, yet the usage 
of this House had shown that this was the appro- 
priate committee to which this subject should be 
referred. He confessed that he could not account 
for the sensibility in the House on this subject— 
why a committee, because it was named a Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, might not as well in- 
troduce a bill for the protection of manufactures 
as a Committee on Manufactures. The whole 
subject wouid be before the one to which it was 
referred, and the name of the committee made no 
difference. Probably the reasen whieh had ope- 
rated on previous Congresses for referring this sub- 
ject to the Committee on Manufactures, and not of 
‘Ways and Means, was, that the latter committee 


had been overburdened with the business 


to.atiend to. It was-also known. that-the.Cominite = 


tee on Manufactures, unless this subject were ass 


signed to them, had little orno ‘business to: perform; 
and that, if duties were levied strictly ‘witha view | - 


to revenue, they require. the investigation of thé 
manufactures. and commerce: of. this country: be 


yond what any committee could’ give: the subject - 


whioh does not devote their entire time toit.: 
How did the subject-stand? . H must be.borne 
in mind that a bill was passed at the last session: for- 


revenue alone, without reference: to manufactures; - 


taat the bill made a: very slight discrimination:on 
the vatious articles imported; and that the: tegis- 
la‘ion was so hasty on this subject: that it. was 
utterly imposeiole that che committee could make 
the necessary investigation to know how it would 
affect our domestic interests. Here, then, they 
had duties imposed up to the maximum of the 
compromise by the bill of. last session; and, at- 
that time, it was the general understanding that 


the subject needed revision, for the purpose of sées |.. 


ing whether these general duties did not require 
some discrimination for the general interests of this 
country. It seemed to. him that this: subject pros 


| perly belonged tothe committee which bad: been- 


invariably charged with it. He could notsee how 
a test question could be made om this subjects. “It > 
had been said that the Committee on Manuface 
tures was unconstitutional. It was strange that.a 
committee which was unconstitutional had been ‘in 
existence, and charged with important duties, for 
twenty years, and nobody had before discovered 
its unconstitutionality. Was it of the least im- 
portance from what committee a bill came? = It 
could not be. The oniy question was, how. can 
the business be best.dons—what committee can de- 
vote the most time to this subject,so as to make 
these laws for the interests of the country and peo- 
ple? It seemed to him only by distributing: the 
business among the committees. The truth was, 
they ought to have a committee on this: subject, or 
a commission for the purpose of collecting infor- 
mation for the use of this House; there was no 
danger in having too much light on the subject... », 
If the House saw fit to order this subject to. the 
Committee of Ways and Means, he, for one, was 
willing to devote all the time possible to this.eub:, 
ject. He had made his motion because he believed: 
this a subject of vast importance to the country, 
and that a committee charged with it exclusively 
would be more likely to do justice to it than the 
Committee of Ways and Means, burdened as. they 
were with other business. He was willing: the 
House should,do as they saw fit. [A modification 
of the resolution had been. presented to him, which ; 
he was about accepting, when, at the request: of . 
several members, he declined to do so; leaving: the 
resolation in its original form.] ; 
Mc. BRIGGS was opposed to the habit of. anti- 
cipating subjects for debate, which was practised in 
this ELouce, and should confine himself to the-point 
before the House, viz: to which of the two stand- 
ing comuittees of this House. the ‘subject of the 
tariff, as refered to in the President’s message, be- 
longed, The appropriate duty of the Committee. 
of Ways and Means was prescribed; there were no 
duties particularly laid down for the Committee on 
Manufactures; but every body knew that it.was se= 
tected for the purpose of affording, as far as possi- 
ble, the greatest amount of information on..this. 
great subject of manufactures. : dealt 
The question now came up, 10 which standing: 
committee should be referred that part of the Presi- 
denvs message which speaks expressly, directly, 
and in unequivocal terms, of, imposing duties for 
revenue, but incidentally for protection: to the ma- 
nufacturing interests of the country. » Gentlemen 
must not make a false issue here. They talked of 
laying duties for protection. There was no such 
proposition in the message, and consequently none 
before this House. The genileman from South 
Carolina [Mr. Rastr] bad met this question as he 
always did; he had told them that he met it directly 
in its teeth, and‘that duties for the purpose of- fais- 
ing revenue are to be made without any regard -to 
the manufacturing interests of the country; and the 
gentleman from New Elampshire [Mr. ATHERTON] 
had told them he was willing to meet it on the true 


issue. "The President of the United States had told 
theta: that, in imposing duties for revenue, Govern- 
ment has a right td discriminate so as to protect the 
manufactures of the couniry. -~= ae ts 

Mr. RHETT here explained, saying that he did 
nol go as far as the gentieman from Massachusetts 
had said he did; but he said that, in principle, you 
could not lay a duty, the object of which was for 
revenue, and at the same time have it for protee- 
tion. : è i 
-Mr. BRIGGS continued. He had understood 
the gentleman before as he did now. There was 
no issue before theat now on the principle. of pro- 
posing duty for pretection; but for revenue. And 
the question arose, whether, in proposing duty for 
revenue, they should so discriminate as to- protect 
the great manufacturing. interests of . the country. 
If'such a discrimmation were to. be made, they 
wanted to know what branch of industry most 
needed it, so as to diserimina'é wisely and judi: 
ciously. . And whence would they get this informa- 
tion? From the Committee of Ways and Means, 
who are supposed to nave no particular knowledge 
on this subject, or from the Committee on Manu- 
factures, who ate appointed with reference to this 
very subject? This question needed no answering: 
the formation of the committees answered it at 
once. Then the question was, whether in raising 
revenue, which must be raised for the indispenca- 
ble necessities of Government, they would discri- 
minate, and discriminate for the purpose. of pro- 
tecting domestic manufactures? . It -the gentleman 
from South Carolina would make no such discri- 
mination, let him record his vote for the amend- 
ment. Hf, on the other hand, while they laid a ta- 
riff for revenue, they would so. distribute it as to 
protect our own industry and promote the interests 
of the country, he would vote against the amend- 
ment. 

The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Foster] had 
asked why the cbject of former bills had not been 
avowed to be for the protection of manufactures? 


He (Mr. B.) would say, if that had been the ob. 


ject, they hada high and noble example for it. 


The second act passed by the American Congress | 


was for this purpose—and passed by those who 
knew their duty, and did not hesitate to do it. 

Mr. MERIWETHER said that the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Finumore] and the gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Briccs] had both taken 
the same ground; they had asked if it was possible 
for the Committee of Ways and Means to know 
how duties are to be levied in order to protect ma- 
nufactures and commerce? If this committee 
(Mr. M. asked) cannot know, when they have the 
general subjects of the revenue of the Government 
under their charge, how could the Commitee on 
Manufactures know? The treth was, the Cor:mit- 
tee on Manvfactures looked alone to the manufac- 
turing interest; the Committee on Commerce to 
commercial interests alone; butthe Committee of 
Ways and Means had power to look over the 
whole country and to inquire into general subjects. 
He referred to the remarks that had been made by 
his colleague [Mr. Foster] as to ths constitutiona- 
lity of the Committee on Manufactures. Tais had 
been spoken lightly of, but he would thank gentle- 
men to put their finger on the clause of the 
Coastitu'ion which authorized the appointment of 
this committee, He would ask the gentleman who 
introduced the resolation, what justice there was 
in commiting this whole ques:ian to the charge of 
a committee who had supervision of one interest 

-alone?) He (Mr. M.) advocated its reference to 
the Committee of Ways and Means, who had 
supervision of the whole subject, and understood 
1t properly. He was in doubt as to what the Pre- 
sident did mean in the part of the Message that had 
been quoted, but could not bring his miad to be- 
lieve that Congress had the power to lay a tariff 
for protection, He agreed with the gen‘leman 
from South Carolina [Mr. Ruerr] that protection 
ceased when revenue began. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia said he would briefly 
bring to the notice of the House the real and pro- 
per character of the question before them. [He 
then went into a historical examination of the 
existence of several committees, showing that, be- 
fore the creation of the Committee on Manufac- 


! tures, its;duties had been performed by the Com- 
- mittee on Commerce, together with the present du- 
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ties of this committee. He- then : continued.] 
When the spirit- of protection began to ‘manifest 
itself; the Committee on, Manufactures was made; 
and now the question was, whether the Committee 
on Manufactures, for the purpose of protection, 
should-be recognised as in the power of Congress. 
If the power of protection were- unccnstitutional, 
c'early the Committee -on Manufactures must be. 
The question then was, whether this House meant 
to look toa tariff oniy for revenue, or for protec- 
tion? If for revenue, what use.was there for the 
Committee on Manufactures? “Its powers could 
be embraced, as formerly, under the Committees 
on Commerce and Ways and Means, and the com- 
mittee was altogether unnecessary. If not out of 
order, he would:suggest the propriety of Jaying on 
the table this resolution, that the remaining parts 
of the message might be referred, and he would 
then offer a resolution ox which the question 
might be raised. The question must be settled by 
this Congress whether, under the Constitution, they 
were to protect domestic industry, or whether they 
were to look to the tariff as a means of revenue. 
He moved to lay the resolution on the table, with 
a view to offer a resolution abolishing the Com- 
mittee on Manufactures, and giving hereafter to 
the Committee on Commerce the power over com- 
merce and manufactures. 

Mr.. WISE said he hoped his colleague would 
withdraw the motion, for it would lead to no prac- 
tical good. 

Tbe SPEAKER said it would require a vote of 
two-thirds to bring the resolution before the House, 
if objection were made to it. 

Mr. SMITH then withdrew the motion. 

Mr. PROFFIT thought it was very immaterial, 
except as to principle, whether this subject went to 
the Committee on Manufactures or Ways and 
Means, for their composition was but little diffe- 
rent. From principle, it eaght to go to the Com- 
miitee of Ways and Means. At the last session of 
Conzress, the question of the tariff, by a. unani- 
mous vote of that (the Whig) party, was referred 
to the Committee of Ways and Means; and now it 
was said to be improper to refer it to the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means. Ways and means, for 
what? To carry on the Government, to keep the 
public purse, to meet the expenses of Government. 
‘Fhe very title of the committee, if the tariff was in- 
deed for revenue, showed that this subject shouid 
go to the Committee of Ways and Means. In 
looking on the composition of the Committee on 
Manufactures, he was compelled, in self-defence, 
to vote against its reference to them. There was 
not a Solitary member on it from West of the 
Ohio; while on the Committee ot Ways and Means 
there would be one or two to protect the interests 
of the West in this matter. His views coincided 
with those of the gentleman from Virginia on this 
matier. He did not believe it was intended by 
the President to countenance a tariff for protection, 
but that he would be found on the side of a tariff 
for revenue, and that alone. The reference ought 
to be made to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN observed that he did not 
mean to discuss this question of protection at pre- 
sent. At the proper time, he would be prepared to 
do so, and would be able to show that every Presi- 
dent of the United States, from General Washing- 
ton down to Martin Van Buren and William H. 
Harrison, had advocated the protection of our ma- 
nufactures, either incidentally or directly. The 
message of the present President would speak for 
itself, He said that, whilst he would impose taxes 
for revenue, and whilst it would be wise to adopt 
moderate councils, the manufacturing interests 
might, within those limits, ask protection. Former 
Presidents of the United States went further than 
the present. Some of them came out of the Revo- 
lution, and who assisted ia framing the Con- 
stitution, went further than for incidental pro- 
lection. They went for encouragement as well 
as protection. The bill imposing duties on im- 
ports being the seeond enactment of the frst Con- 
gress set forth, what? Why, that “whereas it is 
necessary for the support of Goverument, and the 
discharge of the debts of the United States, and en- 


couragement of domestic manufacture:, that du- 
ties be laid on merchandize imported into the 
United States, &e. This was not for revenue 
alone, not for protection to our manufacturing in- 
“terest which was then small and contemptible in- 
deed, but to give encouragement to thera; and 
amongst the men who voted for that bill, the yeas 
being 41, and the nays 8, you will find the name 
of James Madison, who has always been denomi- 
nated a Democratic Presiden'- - The gentleman of 
Georgia (Mr. Foster] had discovered at this late 
day that the ereation of the Commiitee of Mann. 
factures was unconstitutional after it had been in 
existence for more than twenty years. The gen- 
tleman from Virginia [Mr. Smita] said that that 
committee was formerly known as the Committee 
of Commerce and Manufactures, and that in 1819 
the two subjects had been separated and a Com- 
mittee of Manufactures created; butashe believed 
that Congress had no power under the Constitution 
to take care of manufactures, the commiltee was 
- unnecessarv, and he proposed to abolish it. Now 
did the gentleman recollect at whose instance this 
committee was created?’ It was at the instance of 
a member from a slave holding State—from the 
State of Virginia—at the instance of a gentleman 
who, when subsequently President of the United 
tates, possessed as large a share of popularity as 
any chief magistrate we have ever had—it was at 
the instance of James Monroe that this committee 
was created, and it was now said that it was uncon- 
stitutional. - He repeated that protection to our 
manufactures, either direct or incidental, had been 
advocated by all our Presidents from the beginning 
of the Government to the present time; and it was 
not until very lately that any political party had 
ever opposed it. A party, however, had lately 
sprnng up, end been recognised not only in 
South Carolina, but had spread its rami- 
fications into other sections cf the Union, 
that not only condemned the protective sys- 
tem, direct and incidental, but went against a 
discrimination of duties, within a tariff of revenue, 
for the protection of domestic manufactures. They 
went further, and desired by discriminating against 
them, to break down’ the industry of this country; 
and they had now within that party a member 
from Georgia, a Whig member, [Mr. Mer- 
WETHER ] from whom he was much surprised to 
hear such sentiments as he had to-day uttered. 
| He was surprised at the declaration of the gentle- 
man, that the manufacturing interest must not 
look for protection within the 20 per cent. of the 
compromise act. He wax much surprised at that 
declaration, coming fiom a Southern Whig, in the 
face of the pledge given by ihe late chief of that 
party, General Harrison, prior to the election, 
who declared himself a friend and advocate 
of protection within the terms of that act. He 
came here, Mr. J. said, solemnly pledged to carry 
out all the principles set forth and advecated by 
that party both on the stump and in the public 
press, {laughter} and ke called upon the Southern 
Whigs to fulfil the pledges made by their brethren 
of the Norih, Hast, and West, and which was dise 
played upen their banners, that domestic manufac. 
tures should be protected within the limits of ihe 
Compromiseact. He now called on the Demo- 
cratic party of Pennsylvania to say whether they 
were prepared to avow this doctrine—fer the first 
time published in the Globe—of discriminating 
against manufactures. To what committee, he 
asked, should this part of the Message go? To 
the Commi'tee of Ways and Means, who were 
not presumed to know ebcut the manufactur. 
ing interest, cr to the Committee on Manu- 
factures, which was presumed to be acquainsed 
with this subject? Let it be admitted that 
they might ireidentally discriminate, for the 
purpose of affording all the protection they could 
within the Compromise act, ard where was the 
subject to go if not to the Committee on Manu. 
faciures? 

The SPEAKER gave the floor to— 

Mr. JONES, of Virginia, who yielded to a moe 
tion that the House adjourn, 


But the motion was waived for a moment to 
enable— ‘ 
| Mr. GENTRY to give notice that he would ask 


leave to introduce a bill-for the telief of an invidi- 
dual whose name was not heard by the Reporter, 
nor found on the Journal after the adjourament. 
And then the House adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
i Fripay, December 17, 1841. 
Mr. FILLMORE asked what would be the first 
business in order. z 
The SPEAKER replied, that the unfinished 
business of yesterday would first come up. 
Mr. WISE esked if Fridays and Saturdays 


practice was, when avy subject introduced on a 
: public day was leit unfinished when the private 
bill days came, it was laid over until the next peb- 
=: He day. He hoped that this wonld be the ecurse 
taken now, and tha! the private business would not 
be neglected as it had been for the last four years. 

The SPEAKER having décided that the nnfi- 
* nished busine:s mast have the preerence, 

The resolution ef Bir. Fupmone, for the refe- 
; rence of the Presideii’s message, was taken up, the 
|. question being on the amendment of Mr.. ATHER- 
Ton to refer the subject ofthe tariff to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Meang instead of the Commit- 
tee on Manufactures, as nioved by Mr. FILLMORE. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia, who was entitled to 
the floor, said: In cblainjne the floor Jast evening, 
Mr. Speaker, it was my/ictention very briefly to 
have sub:niited to the cOusijeration of the House 
the reasons which will’ govern ihe vo'e which J 
= am called upon to gigé upon the pending proposi- 


tion. Yielding, howéver, sir, to what appeared 
to be ths general desire of gentlemen in all qaar- 
ers of the Efouse, thatit should then adjoura, I 
avail myself of the occasion now ofered to per- 
form the daty then int 
so faras I am person 

ir 


ed; and I doit now, sir, 
; concerned, with much 
zs than Dihen would, 

the cogirman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means [Mr, FILLMORE] seems 
to present but a simple question fer ithe considera- 
tion of the House, and certzinly lies within very 
narrow limits. That proposition calis upon us to 
“determine to which of two standieg committees 
. of this House that periion of the Presidents mes- 
sage Which relates to discriminating duties, and 
the subject of domestic manufactures, which I 
may be permitted to sey, carfy with them the 
whole subject of the tariff, shouid be referred— 
whether it should be referred to the Committee on 
Manufactures, as the reschyjon oses, or to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, as proposed by 
the resolution of the geneman from New Hamp- 
shire, [Mr. ATRERTON.] snol my intenti 
this isẹ, to enter into a d n of ihe cons 
tional powers of Congress upon the subject of pro- 
tecting duties. If other reasons were wanted, I 
should refrain from doing so fer the reasons which 
have been indicated by yourself, that such discus- 
sion would be out of order. Fhe proposition, 
however, confines itself stric:ly to the question of 
reference. J, sir, shall net deny that it 
within the competescy cf this House 


to 


jority of its members may sce fi; nor shall I 
deny but that the sane majority may, for good and 
’ suficient reasons, take from any of the committees 
of the House business which may appear properly 
to belong toit Bat, inthe absence of such rea- 
soas, where none seh have been assigned, and 
where itis fair to inier that none such exisi, it doe 
seem to me there is po jast cause why the busine 
of the House shonid be diverted fron its ordinary 
channels This brings meio the question, to which 
of these two commitiess the subject properly be- 
© longs? and to enable as to decide it properly, it 
$ seems to me that we shouid first look at tae Sienai; 
or the 


zation of the committees, to the charac! 


duties with which they are charged, and especizily 
to the objects of the conununization whieh it is the 


: purpose of the mover ct the resolutions to refer. 

In looking at the rules of the Hous», we find that 
the Committee ot Ways and Means is charged With 
numerous important specified duties. Ti is made 
the duty of that committee to take into considera- 
tion all such reports of the Treasury Department, 

: and all such propositions relative to the revenue, as 


Were not private bill days, and suggested that the | 


is f 


give to the subject such direction as a ma- |, 
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may be referred to them by the House; to inquire 
into the state of the public debt, or the revenue, and 
of the expenditure; and to report from time to time 
their opinion thereon; (to examine into the stale of. 
the several public Departments, and particularly 
into the Jaws making appropriations of moneys, 
and to report whether the moneys have been dis- 
bursed conformably with such laws; and also, to 
report from time to time such provisions and ar- 
rangements as may be necessary to add to the eco- 
bomy of the Depaitments, and the accountability 
of their officers.) 

i Nor are these the caly duties of that committee. 
i ‘ae rule farther declares that it shall be the duty of 
the Committee of Ways and Means, within thirty 
t 

f 


days after their appointment, at every session of 
Congress, commencing on the first Monday in 
December, to report the general- appropriation 
| bills, for the civil and diplomatic expenses of Go- 
vernment; for the army; for the navy; and for the 
Indian Department and Indian Annuities; or, in 
| failnre- thereof; the reason of such failure. 
From this it would appear, that the whole sub- 
i ject of finance, the whole subject of the revenue, 
was intended to be committed to the charge of this 
committee. - If that be not so, how- is it- possible 
for that committee to periorm'the last branch of 
duties T have referred to? Have gentlemen thought 
of the immense amount cf money it becomes ne- 
cessary to appropriate by the bills to which refer- 
ence is made by that c'ause? It is not ia my 
power to s'ate the amount, but itis probable that 
the very bills of this session wiil require something 
jike twenty millions of dollars. You require this 
i commitiee to report these bilisat the very moment 
that you take away from them the information on 
which they are to act, and which you refer to 
another committee which has none of these sub- 
jects under their charge, ; 

It is not now, as frmerly, that we have more 
than one source of revenue. We know tiat the 
whole of our revenue is collected from the cus- 
| toms. At the last session of Congress we had two 
| permanent sources of revenue—one was the 
| amount received from the sales of the public lands, 
| and the other that received from the customs. The 
! first of these, and the-only one ia which the people 
| 
| 
i 


bore equally the public burdens, has been taken 
avay by the act of the Jast session of Congress, 
and directed to be distributed to the several States 
of the Union—so that the only source of revenue, 
| and that which imposes unequal burdens on dif- 
| ferent portions of the country, is collected from the 
i eustoms, and you take that subject from the com- 
| miitee whose duty it is to consider all the reports 
i and returns from the Treasury Department, and 
| place it in charge of a committee constituted for a 
| very different purpose. It does seem to me not 
| only-right, but proper, that if this subject should be 
| sent to the Committee on Manufactures, the oiher 
subjects so nearly related to if, should be sent 
there aiso. 

Sir, if this were a proposition to lay a tariff for 
protection, E am not prepared to say but that this 
|| would bea proper direction cf the subject, but 
dors any gentleman propose to lay a tariff for pro- 
Chat I hear disclaimed on al! sides of 
Is this the recommendation of the 
? I have only to 


UE fection? 


the bi 


ry 


appeal to the past histery s life for a most am- 
ple refutation of such an assumption. Is it a fair 
inference frora the communication which has been 


i 


nt by the Executive to the two FRoases of Con- 
{ft is only necessary to look to the commu- 
pieation itself to understand it in its true and pro- 
per bearing. Etisnot only necessary that we should 
look to the clause en the subject of the tariff, but 
o to the oiher subjects found in immediate eon- 
xion with the President’s remarks on that sub- 
ject, upon the same page of the document. 


ya 


m 

@ 

tA 
ne] 


B; an 
examination of ail these passages, we shall be able 
to see very clearly the inducements that operated 
opon his mind to bring the subject to the notice of 
Congress. He is giving to Congress information in 
reference to the condition of the Treasury of the 
United States, as it is his dutyto do; and he is go- 
ins on to show the resources of the Government for 
the year, and at the same time the liabilities of the 
Government for that period. It is in connection, 


therefore, with the 
President says: 


subject of the tariff thal 
“From the report of the Secretary of the Treat 


suty, you will be informed. of the.condition of the ` 


finances.. The balance inthe Treasury on the lst 
of January last, as'stated in -tke report-of the Se- 


cretary of the Treasury submitted to: Congress‘at 


the extra session, was. $987,345: 03: ‘The receipts . 


into the Treasury, during the first: thrée quarter$of. 


this year, from all sources, amount 10-$23,4 67,052 


52. ‘The estimated receipis for the: fourth: quart 
amount to $6,943,095 25, amounting to $30,410; 
467 77; and making, with the balance in the"Trea< 
sary on the first of January last, $31,397,512-80.? 

‘Then come the expendituress) © 2.91 € g 

“The expenditures for the first three quarters of 
this year amount tof $24,734,346 97. ‘The -expens 
ditures for the fourth quarter, as estimated, will 
amount to $7,290,723 73: thus makiog-a totabof 
$32,025,070 70, and leaving a deficit.to be. pro+ 


vided for, on the first of January next, of about- 


$627,557 90.” 


Sir, these are the expenditures for. the first three ` 


quarters of the year, and including ‘the ‘estimates 
of expenditures. for the last. quarter, make.a‘total: 
of $32,025 070 70... Whata lesson have ‘we here 
to- exhibit the vast difference between precept: arid 
example! What. a commentary is offered upon; 
those lectures which one year ago we: were'so offen 
hearing from our Whig friends on the ‘subjecto 
economy, retrenchment, and reform! The erpen» 
ditures of the Government are increased ina single 
year from less than twenty-three millions to over 
tairty-two millions, It would be.ceen that, taking 
the expenditures from the receipts of the year, we 
have a probable deficit to be provided for.om ihe 
firstof January next of $627,557. Why. we should 
e astonished at this resalt, were it not for the next 
paragraph in the message. Fhe President goes on: 
to say, that of the isan of $12,000,000 which was’ 
authorized by Congress at its iate. session, ‘only 
$5,432,726 88 have been negotiated, for the rea» 
sons. which he explains, and which I will not take 

up the time of the House in reading. 
I have adverted. to this subject for the purpose 
of. showing to this House, and to the country, the 
connection in which the subject of the tariff is 
introduced in the President's message. By ‘that it: 
will be seen that there will be at least $627,557 90 
to be provided for in the beginning of tbe year. 
I am induced to make these teferences. for the 


purpose of repelling the inference thrown out on > 


the other side of the House, that the object of this, 
communication was the protection of domestic 
manufactures, instead of the raising. of revenue; 
thus placing a reliance on those passages which 
are the mere incidents to the principal object in: 
view. : PRS Maer st : ; 

he President further says, that— pia 

“Should it be necessary, in any view that Con- 
gress may take ef the subject, to revise the existing 
tariff of duties, I beg leave to say, that, in the. per- 


formance of that mos! delicate operation, moderate 


counsels would seem to bs the wisest.” 


“Should it be nesessary” with a view to meet the | 


deficiencies of the year, “to revise the existing 


tarif of daties.” But while gentlemen are turning. 


their aitention to this subject let me call ihe allen 
tion of the House to other portions of the message 
which must, I think, clear away every thing like 
doubt and difficulty with regard to'it. ‘The Presis 
dent adds: “In imposing duties for the purposes of 
revenve.” He never loses sight of that word: “res: 
venge.” MATO 
“In imposing duties, however, for the purposes 
of revenue, a right to discriminate as to the articles 
on which the duty shail be laid, as well-as the 
amount, necessarily and. most properly exists. 
Otherwise, the Guvernment would be placed ia the 
condition of having te levy the same duties upon 
ail articles, the productive as wellas the unproduc- 
uve. The slightest duty upon some, mig st have 
ihe efect of causing their: importation to cease; 
‘whereas, others entering extensively into the cone 
sumption of the country, might bear the heaviest, 
without any sensible diminution in the amount imè 
t 7 A z 
Hoi wili be perceived here, that in the view 
which he presents of discriminating duties, he 


The-whole object is revenue. ‘The very language 
employed.shows.that there should be no. doubt on 
onthe mind of any-man as. to his true meaning. 
But there are two dines of. the message. on which 
gentlemen seem to-rely-in support of the inference 
that.the President has recommended. a tariff with 
a. view to.protection, and hence the. moticn tore- 
fer-the subject to the Committee on Manufactures, 
These two Hines. are in the following words: “Se 
also:the Government may. be justified. in so discris 
minating, by reference to other considerations of 
domestic policy connected with our manufac: 
tures.” Now, if this passage had been found in 
ho connection with that which precedes and that 
which follows it, there might be a great ‘degree of 
plausibility in the arguments of gentlemen on the 
other side; but what.do we next see? Wh: “So 
long as the duties shall be laid with distirct refe- 
rence to the wants of the Treasury, no well-founded 
objection can exist against them.” Then, sir, if a 
doubt still remains in the mind of any one as to 
the clear and manifest intention of the President, 
it may be removed by another portion of the docu- 
ment, which says: While the people cf no por- 
tion of the Union will ever hesitate to pay all ne- 
cessary taxes for the suppert of Government, yet 
an.innate repugnance exis's to the imposition of 
burdens not really necessary for. that object.” 
Woy, can it be inferred by any gentleman, in the 
face of language like this, that it was the intention 
ef the President of the United States to have made 
arecommendation to which this innate repug- 
nance exists in the minds of the people? 
It cannot be possible. 

Mr. J. confessed he did not very clearly under- 
stand what was intended by the President in that 
part of the message in which he said: ‘So also the 
Government may be justified in so discriminating, 
by reference to other considerations of domestic 
policy connected with our manufactures,” If the 
President meant to assert the opinion that Con- 
gress possessed the constitutional power to lay dis- 
criminating: duties with a view to protect domestic 
manufactures, then he differed with him toto colo, 
and for the reason, which appeared to him sound 
and incontrovertible, that at the precise point 
where complete protection commenced, revende 
ceased. The very object for which protecting 
duties were imposed, was to exclude from the 
country the commodities on which the duties were 
laid, and on which revenue depended; while duties 
laid for revenue were for revenue alone. The ef- 
fect of the one was to promote commerce, to raise 
revenue to replenish the Treasury. The effect of 
the other was certainly to cripple, if not tode- 
stroy, both the commerce and revenue of the 
country. 

But if, on the other hand, the President meant 
to advance the opinion that incidental protection to 
domestic manufactures might result from diserimi- 
nating duties laid really for the purpose ofrevenue, 
‘then the question was presented in wholly a differ- 
ent point of view, and in one certainly less objec- 
tionable. In no view thathe (Mr. J.) had been 
able to take of this subject, had be been able to 
perceive any sufficient reason why it should 
be taken from the Co:nmittee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. HUNT (of whose remarks a better ouiline 
would be given but for the difficulty experienced 
by the Reporter in heating) remarked that, from 
the commencement of this debate he had depreca- 
ted il; because it seemed to him that gentlemen 
were unnecessarily anticipating a subject which 
must, sooner or later, come up for the action of the 
House at the present session. 

He wasa member of the Committee on Manu- 
factures, placed there by the will of the Speaker. 
Were he (Mr. H.) to consult merely his own case, 
he would be desirous that this subject (embarrass- 
ing and perplexing in its character as it undoubt- 
edly was) shouid be referred to the Committee of 
‘Ways and Means. But, from the course which 
this debate had taken, he couid not but understand 
that gentlemen were desirous of drawing cut on 
this floor an expression of opinion as to the fact 
whether there was any constitutional right or power 
in this House or this: Government te protect the 
lsbor-~~yes, the free and the slave labor—ef this 


looks to revenue alone, and to no other -subject. 
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country as contradistinguished against the pauper 
labor of Europe. If there was any motive or ob- 
ject in the debate which had sprung up, it was to 
elicit an expression of opinion on this point. 

* He had had no idea of entering into the argument, 
and should not have done’so but that some obser- 
vations ‘had been made by the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia [Mr. Jonzs] which he (Mr. H.) could not suf- 
fer to pass without a remark. He had repeatedly, 
year afier year, made the declaration here, that so 
far asregarded himself—and he spoke the senti- 
ments of a constituency: partly agricultural, partly 
commercial, and partly manufacturing, and one of 
the most wealthy constituencies in his State—there 
was no disposition to drive this subject of the tariff 
to any extent that any patriotic gentleman from the 
South would not assent to. He had said this much 
when the subject of the tariff was held up as the 
stalking-horse to frighten men from their proprie- 
ty—that there was no desire on the part of the 
North to drive the protection of manufactures to 
an extent offensive to enlightened and patriotic gen- 
Yemen from the South acting under the compro- 
mise act. He stood precisely upon the same 
ground now, and he believed that his constituents 
stood also upon that ground. Names sometimes be- 
came things. Gentlemen talked about protection — 
and they talked about revenue. Gentlemen gotup 
here, and entered into an elaborate argument in re. 
lation to protection on the one side, and revenue 
on the other. At the same time it would be. found 
that those very gentlemen, when they sat down by 
their own fire-sides and talked upon the subject, as 
American citizens, anxious to protect the labor— 
yes, the labor, slave and free—of this country, 
against the legislation of other countries, and 
against the commercial regulations and restrictions 
of other countries, would not differ. And his prin- 
cipal object in rising had been to ask gentlemen on 
all sides of the House, tariff or anti-tariff, whether 
coming from ‘the north or the south of Mason and 
Dixon’s line, to put aside from their contemplations 
the charm of protection on the one hand, and reve- 
nue on the other, and to come up like sensible and 
patriotic men, like Americans, to the question of 
the protection of American industry, slave or free 
——from the north or from the south of Mason and 
Dixon’s line—against the legislation, the orders in 
council, and the restrictive legislations of foreign 
countries. That was what he asked. He asked 
gentlemen to do this in a spirit of compromise—in 
a spirit of patriotism—as American cit'zens, with- 
out reference to geographical divisions. 

And here he felt it his duty to enter his protest 
against the doctrine which he had heard repeated 
over and over again yesterday, in the course of the 
debate, as to what might be the specific meaning 
of the President of the United States in that por- 
tion of his message which related to this subject. 
He spoke as the independent legislator of an inde- 
pendent constituency. And whilst he should stall 
times (as he had heretofore done) treat the Exe- 
cutive with the propriety, respect, and decorum due 
to his station, still, as an independent legislator 
here, he would never consent to look to the Whiie 
House, nor to Reports of Mr. Hume, nor to any: 
other quarter, for-lights to influence him on the 
question of protecting American industry from 
foreign restrictions and regulations. He would 
never consent to take the President’s recommen- 
ation as a rule of action by which his own con- 
dust or vote was to be governed. If things were 
to come to that, better would it be to abolish this as 
well as the other House of Congress. He entered 
his protest against all doctrines of the kind. He 
cared not what might be the meaning of the Exe- 
cutive ia these particular passages, The Presi- 
dent had referred the subject to Congress—the sub- 
ject off the tariff, as it was commonly called; and 
the question which the House at present had to de- 
cide was, whether that subject should go to the 
Committee on Manufactures, or to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. In this connection Mr. H. 
adverted briefly to the complexion of the two com- 
mittees, and contended that, so far as affected the 
final action of the House, the result would be the 
same whether the report came from the one com. 
mittee or the other, - 


. Had any demonstration been made, or did gen- 


tlemen apprehend that any would be made, in any 
part of this House, to force upon them measures in 
relation to the protective system which would be 
obnoxious? Where was the evidence of such de- 


‘sign or intention? He, for his part, held a middie 


ground. The manufacturers, like all other classes 
of men, were selfish—no more so thas merchants, 
or planters, or agriculturists; and that was all he 
meant to say. But they were essentially seifish. 
Their interest required- them to be so. As such, 
and looking to them. merely as manufacturers, he 
owed this class of men nothing, either as a legisla- 
tor oras an American citizen, But when gentle- 
men looked at that class of men as connected with 
the agricultural and ccmmercial interests, and 
with Government in all its departments, could they, 
as politicians or as patriots, loeking to the United 
Siates and to the protection of the commerce, the 
agriculture, and the labor of our own country, say 
that this great class of men were to be neglected? 
And not only so, but that discriminating duties, or, 
in other words, discriminating legislation against 
them, was to be adopted by an American Congress? 
Because it amounted to that, according to the doc- 
trines which he had heard broached on this floor. 

Mr. H. proceeded to argue, with much power, 
that gentlemen were in fact warring about words, 
when they should be speaking about things, and to 
show the identity of interests ‘which, in point of 
of fact, the South had on. this subject with the 
the North. In this point of view, he illustrated 
forcibly the course pursued by England and France, 
in the incipient growth of the staple of cotton in 
their foreign possessions; deducing therefrom an 
argument in favor of the occupation, alike by the 
North and the South, of a middle ground on this 
subject of the tariff, by which our own labor, free 
and slave, without invidious distinction, might be 
protected against the restrictive policy of foreign 
nations. {Through these portions of the argu- 
ment the Reporter cannot, at this time, follow 
Mr. H.) 

Mr. H. concluded by expressing the hope that 
this portion of the Message might go to the Com- . 
mittee on Manufactures, that having heretofore 
been the usnal course of reference. 

Mr. RANDOLPH next obtained the floor, but 
gave way for a moment to 

Mr. MASON of Ohio, who inquired if it was 
now in order to move an amendment to the reso- 
lution? , 

The SPEAKER said it was not in order, an 
amendment now pending. 

Mr. RANDOLPH said that, being one ‘of the 
Committee on Manufactures, and representing a 
people largely interested in the subject, he would 
crave the indulgence of the House fcr a few mo- 
ments. He rejoiced that the debate had sprung 
up thus early in the session. It would arovse the 
country to the importance of the subject, and awake 
from their fatal slumbers the numerous class of 
citizens whose interesis were at stake; for they had 
been slumbering on the very brink of destruction, 
as if all were safe or all was lost. : 

Mr. R. was also happy that this debate bad not 
assumed a politcal cast. The Sou:h, of all parties, 
had come out against the manufacturers; and he 
thought this ought to show to the North, the Middle, 
and the West, that they should bury party distine- 
tions and unite upon an opposite course. He called 
on the iron-handed Democracy of Pennsylvania, as 
well as their political associates in other portions of 
the Union, to go with him in sustaining the inte- 
rests of their own domestic industry. If ever there 
was a question paramount to mere party considera- 
tions, this was one. I! rode, and should ride, tri- 
umpbantly above all such distinctions. And if 
(said Mr. R.) the question now before us is to be a 
test, as alleged by the gentleman from Virginia, 
[Mr. Wisz,] let all North and West be arrayed on 
the true side. But there was no oscasion for mak- 
ing it a test: the subject had always been referred 
to the Committee on Manufactures, and there it 
should go. But if it bea tes:—of what is i? With- 
out looking to what had heretofore been claimed 
for the manufacturers, without waiving any consti- 
tutional or other questions, they now asked only 
that whilst so much revenue, and no more, should 
be raised, as would be sufficient for the support of 


Government, the duties should be so arranged 
and discriminated as to afford a fair protection to 
the industry of the country. This all must admit 
to be right and proper, unless they would impose a 
mere ad valorem, horizontal tariff of duties, Between 
these {wo systems was the test, and on this question 

: he understood the President as going with the North, 
_He says “So also the Government may be justified 
in so discriminating, by reference to other conside- 
rations of domestic policy conr ected with our manu- 
factures. So longas the duties shall be laid with 
distinct reference to the wants of the Treasury, no 
well founded objections can exist against them.” 
He adds: “It might be esteemed desirable” not to af- 
fect the land kill. Thus he does not even limit the 
discrimination to 20 per cent. 

Mr. R. said he was aware that a certain news- 
paper, claiming to be the organ of the President, 
had puta different construction on the message, 
and had, by way of satisfying the Globe and its 
supporters, if he recollected right, put this as one 
of the cases where the President and the Globe 
supporters were twelve paces apart originally, but 
the President had advanced nine to meet them, and 

` they were required to go the other three. He sup- 
posed, however, that the country must look to the 
message itself, rather thanto the organ, for the 
President’s views, unless there were some on this 
floor, as rumor said there were, who were autho- 
rized to say that the President, in the message, 
means not what Mr. R. and others contended he 
did. Were any soauthorized? Noanswer. Then 
there are none. The language of the President 
must be taken as broad as it stands, and his acts 
conform accordingly. The gentleman from South 
Carolina [Mr. Ruerr] had said that a tariff for 
revenue and one for protection were inconsistent, 
and the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Jones] had 
this morning dwelt on the same point. Mr. R. 
thought, with deference to those gentlemen, a 
greater faliacy was never uttered. It arose from 
not distinguishing between a duty that was prchi- 
bitory and one that was not. Tae duty of three 
cents a pound on cotton was prohibitory. It was 
- purely a protective, and not in the least a revenue 
duty, whilst the daty on iron, woollens, silks, &e, 
not being so high as to be prohibitory, operated 
both for revenue and for protection. The increase 
of the duty increases the revenue, though, by de. 
creasing the importation and enhancing the 
price, it at the same time creates or lpcreases 
the protection. The gentleman from Georgia 
[Mr. Memwetuer] had talked about the ex- 
‘ploded idea of a protective tariff. Exploded! 
Wien, where, how, or by whom? asked Mr. 
R. The first petition on record, and the second 
statute passed under the Constitution, were for 
protection; and from the period that act was pass- 
ed, to the present, through all the phases of party, 
every Congress had, in some shape or other, recog- 
nised the doctrine of protection.’ Other gentlemen 
had bated against the rule authorizing a Commit- 
tee on Manufactures. The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia (Mr. Swira] had offered a resolution to ex- 
punge it, Mr. R. regretted that he had withdrawn 
the resolution. The country would like much to 
have seen the vote on it; they would like to bave 
` known who were for thrusting from Congress the 
large class of citizens interested in manufactures. 
Another gentleman had considered the rule a 
wooden horse introduced into the House. If so, 
(said Mr. R.) it has been here a long time, more 
than twenty years, and has carried many a goodly 
burden. He believed almost every tariff bill had 
been presented under that rule. But (Mr. R. said) 
he did not intend to go further into the debate. 
This was not the time to discuss the principles of 
a tariff He would content himself, therefore, 
with simply assigniag his reasons why this portion 
of the message should be referred to the Committee 
on Manufactures. In the first place, the rule and 
the committee were created for the express pur- 
pose; this was the committee to whom the subject 
- had usually been referred. The Committee of 
Ways and Means kad such a multiplicity of busi- 
ness before them that they could not possibly give 
this subject the attention which it required. And, 
lastly, this was the appropriate committee, because 
the only question was, how you shall discriminate; 
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and as any discrimination must be for the benefit 
or injury of manufactures, of course the committee 
on that subject should take cognizance of it. ee 

Mr. J.R. INGERSOLL said the question in- 
volved was simply an inquiry whether the particu- 
lar part of the message now under. coxsideration 
should be referred to one or to anether of two 
standing commiitees of this House. ‘Phe difference 
was simply this between these two committees: 
the one of them had been constituted, he presumed 


from its very name, with a view to a particular 4 


knowledge on the part of its members of a particu- 
lar subject to which this portion of the message had 
reference. He would show, first, that the Commit- 
teeon Manufactures had a valid existence. It 
had been contended here thatit had not, or ought 
not to baye. This argument could not exist were 
it not that a particular duty was not assigned to it. 
There was no assignment of duties at all to the 
Committees on Agricniture and on Indian Affairs. 
No doubt existed as to its constitutionality, and as 
little could there be with reference to the true con- 
struction of the message. If a judicial eye should 
pass over the paris of the message that had been 
quoted, it would see that the intention of the Pre- 
sident was to unite in theory the reconciliation of 
increased duties, of an augmentation of duties 
with the protecuion of domestic manufactures. It 
was not tobe overlooked that the legal adviser of 
the President on this point was a citizen of Penn- 
sylvauia, a State where the doctrine was perfectly 
orthodox that such a reconciliation may exist. 
Let the President’s own language be its own expo- 
nent. [Mr. I. here quoted from the message, and 
referred to and briefly commented on its examina- 
tion by the gentleman from Virginia, Mr. Joxzs ] 
There could be no doubt of the intention of the 
President. [He further quoted various passages 
in connection from the message, and then conti- 
tinued.] He apprehended the President was en- 
tirely right in his idea of the possibility of a recon» 
ciliation between these two things, that gentlemen 
had deemed inconsistent. 

Whenever a change was made in the revenue 
plan of the country, there was not an instantane- 
ouse, magic change from one state ef things to 
another—not a deep, marked line, obvious and in- 
teliigible, when one state of things should cease and 
another begin; but there was a transition state, So 


and judgment, the duty on articles was increased, 
ube interest of the manufacturer was benefited by 
bringing into demand his manvfactures, and bring- 
ing into use the resources of the country. How 
would it be with foreign articles? He then refer- 
red to various articles which, a few years since, 
it was thought, must be imported, our manufacture 
of which had now arrived to sucha degree of per- 
fection that the American articles are preferred 
over the English. There was, therefore, whenever 
an increase of duties took place, a great abundance 
thrown on the American market by the foreign ca- 
pitalist, which at once pays the amount of in- 
creased revenue, cheapens the article in our mar- 
ket, and enables the manufacturer cf our own 
country—the home manufacturer—to see in the 
rainbow of hope a promise of the future excellence 
and advantage of his articles that foreign manu‘ac- 
turers cannot surpass. The two things, therefore, 
were perfectly reconcile:ble. 

They had also been told in the course of the 
present debate, that there was nothing found in the 
Constitution of the United States relating to manu- 
factures.. Press the argument home, and the Con- 
stitution would deny not only the Committee on 
Manufactures the exercise of any power, but to the 
Committee of Ways and Means the principal part 
of their duties also. Where do you find in the 
Constitution of the United States an allusion to the 
Treasury Department, or any thing connected with 
the organization of the Departments of the 
Government? The absence of this in the Con- 
stitation, and the presence of it in the rule was 
nothing objectionable. This was subsequent to 
the Constitution, and necessary to carry into effect 
the principles and intended practices of the Cons i- 
tution. Twoer three gentlemen had referred to 
the earliest tariff; it was important to press the facts 
connected therewith on the House, inasmuch as it 


with manufacrures: whenever, with moderation ` 


| 
I 


| 


had-not only the sanction of the Revolutionary pas- 
triots, but was framed.by the same individuals that- 
had just framed the. Constitution of ; 
States, and was found in the statale: in imme 
juxtaposition with the Jaw. which went before 
requiring of officers of the General and Stat 
vernments that they should take oaths to.support, - 
the Constitution; and immediately came -the pres 
amble to the tariff of duties referred. to, which were 
levied in the first place for the support: of the Go- 
vernment; in the next place to pay the cebts of ihe 
Government; and in the third place, for-the encou- 
ragement and protection of manufactures, and are 
introduced as circumstances worthy.:the considera- 
tion of the present day, and entitled to. the respect 
of posterity. ` ea ee ree 

Mr. STANLY said, had he’ not known this 
House as well as he did, he should have been surs” 
prised at the range of debate taken on the.mere 
question of reference. But he understood the-ob-, 
ject.. They had seen the enemies of the Whig 
party—and he waleomed them to the strife—led on 
by the honorable gentleman from New Hampshize, 
[Mr. Ataenron.] Pee a 

Mr. ATHERTON inquired of the Speaker if this 
was in order. wT Up Ree ES Ragas 

Mr. STANLY disclaimed any thing offen 
He saw some manifesting. ‘a disposition here te 
raise a cry that the Whig party desired to: fasten 
on the country a protective tariff, and the gentle» 
man from New Hampshire [Mr. Atazrron] with 
a zeal—a hasty zeal—for which he (Mr. 8.) as 
a Southern man didnot thank him, was endeayor- 
ing to protect the South; and really the discussion 
had been quite amusing. He had been amused to 
sté how the “‘corporal’s guard” shad taken sides in 
this matter. There was the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania (Mr. Irwin] yesterday made one of the 
most ingenious, non-commiltal speeches, for a prò- 
tective man, he had ever heard. . He had said the. 
message recommendéd a protective ` tariff, -and 
did not recommend it; while another Southern 
gentleman disclaimed for the President all idea of 
encouraging domestic manufactures. Tt was ‘not 
for him (Mr. 8.) to settle this dispute between the 
two parties; he would let them discuss among: 
themselves. He thought it a little unkiad for the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania to note with sùgh 
emphasis that a Southern Whig, from Georgia, 
had been among the first in attacking.a protective: 
tariff. Did the gentleman forget some of his pecu- 
lar friends, bound to him by more ties ‘than he 
(Mr. S.) knew of, who talked loud in disclaiming, 
a protective tariff? Would the gentleman send 
wordin hbis speech that not only Southern: Whigs. 
are opposed to a protective tariff, but that some of 
his special, political, and personal friends,.wer 
throwing themselves a step in advance of the Whig 
party proper, and disclaiming a protective tariff? 
He wanted the question understood. 

Mr. IRWIN (Mr. Saanty having given way) 
said he was not aware that he had madeany such 
remark as the gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
Sraxty] had undersicod himto make. He (Mr. 
I.) did not understand the gentleman from Geor- 
gia (Mr. Foster] to confine his opposition: toa 
protective tariff, but to deny the right to discrimi- 
nate, within the principles of the compromise act 
even, and in favor of domestic manufactares; and 
he was astonished to hear ihai sentiment expressed 
by a Southern Whig. CLE a 
Mr. STANLY said that was not the part of the 


| gentieman’s remarks to which he referred.: -He 


(Mr. S.) thought the gentleman, ia commenting, as 
he had done w:th such emphasis, on the fact that a 
Southern Whig was opposed to protection, was en- 
deavoring to hold up Southern Whigs to contempt 
to his constituents. If he (Mr, S.):had done the 
gentleman injustice, he was sorry. He ought to 
recollect that his own peculiar. friends are taking 
the lead of Southern Whigs in opposing the pro- 
tective tariff. Pe i 

The gentleman from Georgia had said that the 
Committee on Manufactures had no duties by the 
rules of this House. - (Mr. S. here referred to, the 
Journal of the House, showing that in 1795a com- 
mittee appointed for that purpose had reported ‘te 
the House the necessity ofthe Committee on Gom- 
merce; among others, and that this committee was 


` Virginia, near this place. 


80 


expressly created to have in charge commerce and 
mannfaciures; and that itso continued till 1819, 
When the subjects were separate?, asd the Commit- 
lee on Manufactures appointed ] “Ii was no new 
thing. The framers of the Constitu‘ion in 1795 


established the. Committee on Manufactures. And ` 


who now propose fo knock it away? A Southern 
Whig? No; one (Mr. Smrra] who never claimed 
that, title; aad did not want it, from a distriet of 
Let thatfact gu to the 
peopie of Pittsburgh. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania had called on Southern Whigs to come up 
and stand by their standard: He (Mr. S.) did not 
know’ what standard they had in Pittsburgh; the 
Southern Whigs in this country had some of their 


own, and he should like to call the gentleman from 


y 


Pennsylvania to come and stand by bisside in re- 
jecting Abolition petitions, the next time they came 
up. Let him come and help us. 

But the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Jonzs,] 
the ex-Chancellor of the Exchequer of this House, 
had made oneof those-mild, gentle speecbes here; 
who, with all his ability, one of the most plausible in- 
sinuating geitlemen, somelimes put a deceptive 
-Statement—be would not say intentionally—before 
the public. He (Mr. S ) stid agzin he weleomed 
the strife with the gentleman. from Virginia—for 
with all his Loco Focoism, he (Mr. S.) took plea- 
sure in calling him a friend, and he was as much 
so, he was willing to‘admit, as a Loco Foco could 
be. He [Mr. Jones] commences an attack on 
this Administration, and tawnis us by asking 
“where is this great reduction of expenditures you 
promised us!” Beho!d how soon a plain tale shall put 
him to the blush. The gentleman had raid that the 
expenses of Government this year fer the first 
three quarters amounted to £24,734,346. Why 
could not the gentleman s'ate ihat from the 1st of 
January to the 4h of March, 184}, ¢4,027,166 
were expended? That ought to be deducted from 
the expenses of this Administration, as it was eg- 
pended before they came into power. The ex- 
penses for the last quarter of this year were esti- 
mated at seven miliens, Taking away from the 
$24,734 346 the $4 027,166, left ¢20,707,180; to 
which, adding $7,290,723, the estimated expenses 
for the last quarter of this year, it amounted to 
$27,997,904 In the first place, he asked tho gen- 
teman from Virginia to compare this with the 
thirty-nine millions expended during Van Buren’s 
Administration, How did this thirty-nine millions 
compare with the twelve and a ha'f to thirteen 
millions’ expenditure of the. “‘ou'rageously profi- 
gate” Administration of the venerab'e gentieman 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. Apam:?] Did he come 
into power with his friends pro ssing rétren.h- 
ment and reform, and stay in rover twelve years? 
Didit come in good grace for gentlemen in power 
twelve years, controlling this House and the 


nation with an iron rod, to taunt us—nct 
having been in power one short year—asd 
wih misunderstanding enough and tronble 


among. ourselves, so that we hardly kaow where 
we are—to launt us with increasing the expendi- 
tures? And this is created by the appropriations 
which he (Mr. J.) and his party made. How did 
this twenty-seven millions come up? Who appro- 
priated the money? Did these apprepriations come 
from us at the ex‘ra session of Congress—from 
any ineresse of the army? Ne; that was done un- 
der Van Buren. His venerable friend, formerly 
at the head of the Committee on Military Afairs, 
ought to give them some account of this. There 
apprepriations outstanding on the 4th of March 
last were more than thirty-one millions of dollars, 
and were the works of the last Congress and the 
last Administration, when these gentlemen had a 
majority; and it was fer them to acconnt for these 
appropriations showing so large an increase. Had 
the gentleman forgotten, ton, that when Mr. Wood- 
bury was the Secretary of the Preasury, he preack- 
ed to them to economize and reform, and keep the 
appropriations within the evtimates; and does the 
gentleman remember the conversation on this floor 
between a distinguished gentleman from Philadel- 
phia, (Mr. SERGEANT,] now no longer a member of 
this House, when he asked him [Mr. Jones] if the 
appropriations had not already exceeded the esti- 
mates, and the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
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and Means said they had, by something like a mil 
lion. of dollars; and the gentleman. from Maine, 
{Mr. Evans,] now in the Senate, asked him, and 
he said they might exceed the estimates by a mil- 
lion and a half of dollars}? He (Mr. S.) would 
read from a jepert of that day, to. show him the 
unkindness in throwing these taunts onus.. Mr. 
S. then read the following: 2 E 

“On the 3d of March, 1841, Mr. Jones, chait- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means, said, 
in answer to a question from Mr. Sergeant, ‘as to 
the probabis amount of receipts from the customs, 
every gentleman could judge as well as Mr. J. His 
own opinion was, that, owing to recent occurren- 
ces, they would probably fall far short of what had 
been formerly anticipated.’ 

“Mr. J. admitted that ‘the whole amount appro- 
priated by tLe bills and amendments would exceed 
the estimates by a million cf dollars?” 

“Mr. Evans bere observed thatthe chairman had 
| omitted some important kens, 

“Mr. Jones recollected that he had omitted one 
of $575,000, contained ia the Naval Appropriation 
bill, This would make the whole amount of ex- 
cess sbout a million end a half. 

“Mr. Evans said the total would be ‘nearer two 
millions and ahalf. He then went into an enurse- 
ration of items, to show that this was a correct 
statement, 

“Mr. Jones said he had spoken only of bills from 
the Committee of Ways and Means, . 

“Mr. Sergeant observed that, even admitting the 
estimates of the Secretary of the Treasury to be 
correct, we should have this year but nineteen mil- 
lions from the customs, and three and a half mil- 
lions from the public lands; and the sums already 
appropriated would exceed this amount by between 
five and six miliens.” ` 

Doring the last session (continued Mr. S) of 
lasi Congre:s, when the reign of Van Buren ceased 
and he had no longer the power to misrule this 
great and mighty nation, Afr. Woodbury makes 
his estimates, and tell us we roust not exceed them; 
and yet, before the section is ow, the ehairman of 
the Committee of Ways acd Means adiniis that 
they were exceeded by nearly two millions of dol. 
lars. How did they dope the country? W 


Was 
there in these estimates of Mr. Woodbury’s any 
| estimate for the Ficrida wai? 

[Mr. 5 then read from document No. 70, 28:h 
Congress, 2] session, a letter from the Searetary of 
War to Mr. J. W. Jones, chairman of the Con- 
mittee of Ways and Means, in which, speaking ef 
the arrearages due to the Fiori 
“Pais pay i 


earliest 
practicab'e.” With this letter, of the date of De- 
eember 17, 1840, was transmitted the owing 
statement, trecsived from the Parmaster Genersi’s 
Office, November 13 1849, of the dues ta the Filo- 
rida troops: “For arrearsees to the militia ealed 
into service to Florida, $221,224 02; and for pag 
of battalion cf Georgia volunteers for serviers three 
months in 1840, $28,446 (8; amounting to 
$250,699 10} f 

Mr. Weodbury, in submitting his annual csti- 
mates, kept oui of view not only the money want- 
ed, but debts das; amon others, this debt of 
$259,000; andt the Whiz party must be sad 
died with charges which the Van Baren adminis- 
tration made. Was it kind, fair, or genercus, for 
se cn the 
away the twelve mil- 
, and we should be able to 


mil- 


the gentleman from Virginia to ime 
country in this way? Take 


bf. 


lion dollars public d 
$ 

redace the e i 

lion dolizis. 


i?) 


a Virgtuia, are, 
to postpone his cencure until there was 4 fair tial. 
to see what the Whig party would do; and if they 
retained theie strength—if Loco Foroism gid not 
make too much inroad upoa them, he trasted they 
would be able to give a gcod account. If they 
could not, let them be scouted out of power, and 
sunk, as he trusied they (the late Administration) 
i had, in public indignation and contempt, 
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Mr. SLADE, having obtained the floor, stated 
that he wished to address the House on the subject; 
but, laboring under severe indisposition, was un- 


able to do to at the present time. He accordingly 
moved that the House do adjourn, which was car- 
tied, and 3 

The House adjourned over to Monday next. 


IN SENATE, 
Monpay, December 20, 1841. 

Toe Senate met at 12 o’clock. 

THE PRINTING OF THE SENATE. 

The PRESIDENT pro. fem. andovneed that the 
Select Commizfee on Printing consisted of Messrs, 
Manaum, Merrnicn, and Youna. 

Mr. MANGUM begged thai the Chair would 
excuse kim from serving, on the ground that the 
committee 3 of svea character that it required 
daily and hourly attention, and that he was al- 
ready charged with mere business than he could 
properly attend to if he was compelled to give part 
of his time to this committee. He believed it was 
a comittee, whicb, if the duties assigned it were 
well attended ta, would be productive of gocd, 

The CHAIR replied, tat it wasout of his power 
to excuse him, and submitted the question to the 
Senate, 

Mr. LINN said that he would be very muca 
dispored to gratify the Senator; but, asthe Senator 

“himself had made the proposition for the appoint. 
ment of the committee, he felt very reluctant to 
excuse him. However, as he did not like to foree 
the Senator to attend jt ich he had 
expressed a- reluctanes, he in accord. 
ance with the gent'eman’s request. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he would vote to ex- 
cuse the Senator from Noith Carolina; but that 
Senator had bren insirumental in bringing about 
the organization of the committee, and, as he no 
doubt would make a vory valuable and economi- 
eal raemb; of it, Mir. B. itougst he should wot de. 


w 


prive the eommiliee of services. Ee was dis- 
posed to let bim carry out hiscwa views fora short 


foundation or basis of action 
might be prodoctive of 
had ah lory of in- 
2 committee, 
howd participate 

is labors, for a 


time, by laying t 
for the commilies, soéh a 
economy. Toe genk 
trodacing the prope 


ing put to the Senate; 
ang, there be wo voles in the afr- 
mative, 


Mi. M 


AAT 3 
e PA ER ES 


«1 to press his request, 
UPT LAW, 


reat le 
Wr. 
cha 


ne hemes, 
1 he se maiitee on the 


Judiciary. 


podera construe. 
lating the pay 
the Committee 


a of RO Dowell, 
les? 


referred to 
tialof Maria L. Nourse, widow 
f mative of Josph Nourse, deceased, 
preying the papmentof a balance aseertained to 
be due to her late basband on adjustment of his 
accounts with the Government by the United Siates 
District Court of the District of Columbia: re~ 
ferred to ike Committee on the Judiciary, and ore 


ka 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


dered that it be referred to the Committee on Print- 
ing’*to be printed. 

Mr. CALHOUN presented the memorial of the 
Chamber of Commerce of the city of Charleston, 
accompanied by a report cf a committee of that 
body on the subject, praying for the repeal of the 
Bankrupt law. On his motion, the memorial and 
accompanying papers were referred to the Com: 
mittee on the Judiciary, and to the Committee on 
Printing to be prin‘ed. ; 

Also, the memorial of the Charleston Chamber 
of Commerce, submitting for the consideration of 
Congress a plan fcr the establishing of a direct 
mail communication between the United States snd 
foreign ports by means of steam vessels of war: 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and to 
the Committee on Printing, to be printed. 

Also, a memorial of the Chamber of Commerce 
of Charleston, praying the establishment of a post 
coach and mail conveyance from the head of the 
Georgia road to Memphis; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 
and onhis motion to the Committee on Printing to 
be printed. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from 
merchants of Pniladelphia, asking for several im- 
portant alterations in the Bankrupt law, and re- 
questing a repeal of the actif the amendments ehall 
not be made, He said that he was extremely bap- 
py to find that this inestimable class of individuals 
had at length found it to be proper to bave a bank- 
rupt law applicable to banking institutions. 

By Mr. BUCHANAN: The memorial of the 
Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce, praying the 
reimbursement of money advanced by them for 
keeping up the light at the mouth of the Delaware 
Bay, and an appropriation for its future mainte- 
nance: referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. BARROW: The petition of John M. 
Bell, late postmaster at St, Francisville, Louisiana, 
praying the reimbursement of a sum of money ad- 
vanced by him on account of the Government: re- 
ferred to the Committee cn the Post Office and Post 
Roads, 

Also, the petition of Clark Woodroff, prayisg 
that a patent may be issued to him tor certain lands 
entered and paid for by him, at the proper land 
office: referred to the Committee on the Pablic 
Lands, 

Mr. BARROW presented the resolutions of the 
Legislature of Louisiana, with regard to increasing 
the salery of the Judge of the United States dis- 
trict court of that State: referred to the Committee 
on the Jediciary, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, the preamble and resolutions passed by the 
General Assembiy of Louisiana, requesting the 
Senators and Representatives of said State in Cons 
gress, to use their exertions to procure appropria- 
lions for completing the fortifications at and near 
the mouth of the Mississippi, for constructing ves- 
sels of war, and for collecting a sufficient quantity 
of arms, ammunition, ard other supplies, for the 
protection and defence of that point: referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Aiso, from the same source, requesting their Re- 
presentatives to use their exertions to procure a law 
requiring a steam vessel of war to be stationed in 
the Gulf of Mexico, anda steam ship within the 
waters of the Mississippi: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs, 

By Mr. CHOATE: The petition of Zachariah 
Jetlison, praying a rem:ssion of the duties on a 
quantity of leaf tobacco, imported by him into the 
United States in the month of December, 1832: re 
ferred to the Committee on Finance, 

Alsc, the petitions of Thomas Hoskins and 
Ralph Hoskins, praying to be released fiom a 
jadgment against them as sureties on certain cuss 
tom house bonds, on the payment ofa specific sum, 
with interest thereon: referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 5 

Mr. STURGEON presented the petition of 
Jonathan Wright and otkers, of Spring Garden, 
Philadelphia, prayiag that the Constitution of the 
United States may be so altered as to entitle all 
men to libedy and happiness. : 

Mr. KING moved that the motion to receive 
the petition be laid on the table. Agreed to. 

By Mr. KING: The memorial of the General 


Assembly of the State of Alabama, praying the if 


establishment of a national armory at the Great 
Falis of the Tallapoosa river, in that State: refer- 
red to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. KING: The petition of a postmaster in 
Alabama, siating that his house was broken open 
and robbed of fifty dollars belonging to the Post 
Office Department; and, as the Postmaster General 
had no diseretion to excuse him from the payment 
of this sum, he prays tha®Cangress will pass a bill 
for his relief: referred to the Committee on the 
Pest Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. WOODBURY: The preamble and reso- 
Intions of a meeting held at Halifax court-house, 
Virginia, expressing disapprobation of the late ex- 
tra session of Congress, and a strong doubt whether 
the measures then passed furnished the relief 
which was intended, and asking for the re-enact- 
ment of the Sub-Treasury law and a repeal of. the 
Distribution act: referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

By Mr. RIVES: The petition of Benj. Harrison, 
praying to be allowed the commission to which bis 
late father was entitled by law on his disburse- 
ments as a deputy paymaster. during the Revolu- 
tionary war: referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims. : 

Also submitted a document relating to fishing 


i bounties and allowances: referred to the Committee 


on Commerce. 

On motion by Mr. BAYARD, it was 

Ordered, Thatthe petition of Henry W. An- 
drews be taken from the files of the Senate, and 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 

On motion by Mr. WRIGHT, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of David Gelston be 
taken from the files, and referred to the Commi:- 
tee on Claims. That the petition of Wiliam 
Redmond be taken from the files, and referred to 
the Committee on Fynanc’; and that the petition 
of John Bosworth be taken from the files, and re- 
ferred to the Commitiee on Pensions. 

On motion by Mr. PRESTON, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Wm. De Peyster 
and Henry N. Cruger be taken from the files, and 
referred to the Commitiee cn Military Affairs, 

On motion of Mr. MERRICK, it was 

Ordered, That the petition and papers of John 
Burke be taken from the files, and referred to the 
Commitiee on Claims, 

On motion by Mr. BAYARD, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of the trustees of the 
Wirst Presbyterian Church of Elizabethtown be ta- 
ken from the files, and referred to the Committce 
on Revolutionary Claims. 

On motion by Mr. TAPPAN, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Jeremiah Baysye 
be taken from the tiles, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Oa motion by.Mr. TAPPAN, it was 

Ordered, That Daniel Steenred have leave to 
withdraw from the files of the Senate his petition 
and papers. 
@0n motion by Mr. STURGEON, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of the heirs of Robert 
Fulton be taken from the files, and referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

On motion by Mr. PRENTISS, i: was 

Ordered, That the petition of Charles M. Keller 
be taken from the files,and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Patenis. 

On motion by Mr. SMITH of Connecticut, it 
was 

Ordered, That the petition of Horatio Alden and 
wife be taken from the files, and referred to the 
Commitiee on Revolutionary Claims. 

On motion by fdr. LINN, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Albin Meckel, in 
bebalf of the heirs of Madam: de Lusser, be aken 
from the files, and referred to the Committee 


| on Publie Land Claims. 


On motion by Mr. KING, 

Ordered, That the petition of William Fisher be 
taken from the files, and referred to the Committee 
on Private Land Claims. 

On motion of Mr. MOUTON, it was 

Ordered, That the memorial of E. Gounon be 
taken from the files and referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 


- referred to the Committee.on- Naval Affai 


i see Ra 


On motion of Mr. PIERCE,” = > 
Ordered, That the petition of a number’ of 
zens ot New Hampshire-for the establishinent 
post route, be taken fromthe files and- referti 
the Committee. on the Post Office:and Post 
On motien.of Mr. HUNTINGTON,: =S: 
Ordered, That the memorial of Aaron: Vi 
taken from the files and referred to the “Commit 
on Finance. pS ae A Ee eS 
On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, < =i 
Ordered, . That the memorial of the ‘executo 
Henry Eckford, and the memorial of James Me 
Intosh, be taken from the files and severally refer 
red to the Committee on Naval Affairs, eo 80 
Oa motion of Mr. LINN, it was. o ooon ce 
Ordered, That the petition of Albin Mitchel in be- 
half of the heirs of T. B, De Sasser, and dou- 
ments, be taken from the. files and referred (6 ‘the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. 9: > 708)" 
On motion by Mr. BATES, it was Became a) 
Ordered, That the petition of the heirs of: 
served Clapp, on the files of the Senate, he reférréd : 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. ` < 
On motion by Mr. MERRICK, it was: 
Odered, That the petition of John Pritchet 


j 


t 


On motion of Mr. SMITH of Indiana; 
Resolved, That the Committee on Fisance be. ins 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making: 
an early appropriation to carry into éffect ihe. late“ 
treaty with the Miami Indians, and that document 
43 of the late session of Congress be referred to said 
committee. ee 

On motion of Mr. GRAHAM, 

Ordered, That the Committee on Pensions was 
discharged from the further consideraticn of the pe« 
tition of Joseph Garroit, and referred to the Coms 
mittee on Naval Affairs. a i re 

On motion of Mr. PIERCE, Poe ge 

Ordered, Thai the memoria! of Luke Woodbury 
and others, for a mail ronte from Francistown, 
Hillsborough county, New Hampshire, to Antrim, 
South Village, be taken from the files of the Se- 
nate, and seferred to’ ths Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. Pgh ys 

Mr. P. also presented the petition of Esther’, 
Town, for a coutinuance of her pension: referred” 
to the Committee on Pensions. -` ie re 

The following bills were reported. on leave, 
read the first, and by special order the second time,’ 
and appropriately referred, eae 

By Mr. WRIGHT: A bill to amend and con: 
tinue in force the act to incorporate the inhabitants” 
of the city of Washington: referred tothe Comi- : 
mittee on the District of Cotumbia. (0 0 5 

By Mr. CLAYTON: A biil for the relief of: 
Charles P. Sibbal: referred ‘to the Committee’ oii 
Claims. -> : tae 

BILLS REPORTED FROM COMMITTEES. 

By Mr. GRAHAM, from the Committee on 
Pensions, reported back to the Senate, with an 
amendment, which was read, the bill for the relief : 
of Samuel Crapin, = 

By Mr. SMITH of Indiana, from the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands, with an amendment, which. 
was read, the bill to establish an additional land” 
district in the Siate of Alabama. oe 

Also, made aa adverse report on tse petition of : 
Isaac Thomas; which was ordered to be printed. ` 

Also reporied from same committee, with an- 
amendment, which was read, the bill for the relief- 
of Fredericx Saugra‘n; accompanied by a-report,’ 
which was ordered to be printed. pei 

Also, reported witheut amendment, the bill: fof ` 
the relief of Henry Wilson, aceompanied by a re- 
port; which was ordered to be printed. — ; 

Also reported, without amendment, the following - 
bills, viz: : 

Abi 


or the benefit of the Selma and Tennes- 
road Company; and ; 

A bili to anthorize the Legislature of the State of 
Louisiana to seli the lands heretofore appropriated 
for the use of schools ia that State. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported back, without amendment, the 
bili allowing drawback upon foreign merchandisé 
exported in original packages to Chihuahua and 
Santa Fe, in Mexico. : 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Pensions, 


$2 


reported-back to. the Senate; without amendment, 
the bill for the relief of Margaret Jamisony.....” 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee orr Pensions, 
reported, without amendment; the.-following bills : 

A bill granting a pension to David Waller; 

A bill granting a pension to. William: Rand; 

_A Dill to provide for the allowance of invalid 
pensions to certain, Cherokee. warriors under. the 
provisions of the 14th article of the treaty-of 1835; 
and recommended their passage. - ae Rs 

A bill for the relief of Margaret Barnes, widow 
of Elijah Barnes; and recommended thatit “pass 

with an amendment... ca sooo Aa nA 

Mr. BATES, from the Committee on. Pensions, 
reported, without amendment, © : : 

A bill in favor.of Mary Snow; Ee 
/ A bill for the relief of Joseph Baszell; and 

-A-bill for the retief.of John McCloud. 

_Mr. EVANS, fromthe Committee of Finance, 
reported: back, without amendment, the bill making 
appropriations in part-for the support of the civil 
department of the: Government for the vear 1842. 
Mr. E; asked that it might be considered then. 

Mr. KING asked if he rightly understcod the 
Senator as reporting baek the: bill without the 
amendment that had been suggested? If so, he 
should be cbliged to object to its consideration until 
he had time to prepare an amendment. He conid 
not perceive the propriety of Congress making 
partial. appropriations. for itself; and’ neglecting 
others. He should endeavor, by a separate mo- 
tion, to do justice to those equally entitled. It.was 
well known that the general appropriation. bills 
are uniformly protracted till the latter part of 
the session—frequenily. till the very last week 
of the session; and jn consequence of that pro- 
traction, the salaries of clerks and the claims of 
others dependent on the action of Congress were 
thrown into the hands of brokers and shavers, who 
eharged three per cent. per month for advances. 
The Senator from Maine remarked, the other day, 
that the reascn why the bill did not cover the claims 
on. the civil list was, that the estimates ef the De- 
partments were not yet before Congress. This, 
certainly, could be no excuse; for, if it was, it 
ought to operate against the bill itself. Af appro- 
priation in part can be made for members of 
Congress without the estimates, why  cculd 
it not be made as well for the other 
known salaries and claims on the civil 
list? The laws of the regular sessions would show 
the usual amount necessary to appropriate for-this 
purpose. Surely from that data an estimate suffi- 
ciently accurate could be made, to authorize a ge- 
neral act, which might be passed at this time, as 
well as this partial act. He-trusted a sense of jus- 
tice would: influence the Senate to mae such 
amendment as would carry into effect the obj-ct he 
had in view. If time were allowed, by pos:pone- 
ment, he would prepare an amendment. 

Mr. EVANS said that he had intended to accon- 
pany the bill which he had-reported, with a wordof 
explanation; and that, iť the Senator from Alaba- 
ma had waited a moment, he would not here made 
‘the remarks fo which they had listened, and whieh 
were not exactly called for. Undoubtedly a great 
reform was necessary in their mode cf doirg busi- 
ness, but, for several years past, it had been usual 
for Congress to make appropriations of the cha- 
racter here presented. He ecneurred in there- 
maiks of the Senator from Alabama the cther day, 
with regard to the early payment of all the officers 
of the Government; but he would here remar, 
that the Committee on Finance, of which he was 
the chairman, were entizely unable, atso short a 
notice, to propose such a billas the Senator indi- 
cated; and they, therefore, came to the eonclusion 
to have a conference with the Committee of W ays 
and Means of the other House, so as to have a 

general bill introdue:d there to cover the objects 
Suggested, A portion of the money to be appro- 
priated by this bill wasduc, and was wanted; but 
this was not. true so far es the salaries of the 
officers of Government was concerned; for the 
appropriation. made by the last Congress- ex- 
tended through the whole year, up to the first 
day of January next. No appropriations, there- 
fore, for the clerks and otaers was neces- 
sary to be made until the fi:st of February. 


| which: the “bill was founded. 


But the “Senator from Alabama said that the 
Conimittee on. Finance could have framed’ a bill 
from the estimates-of previous sessions, as this bill 
must have. been predicated: upon former, data. 
How did he know * that?: He would tell: him, how- 
ever, that. the Committee on Finance here and the 


“Committee of Ways and Means in the other 


House: had been -furnished: with’ the estimates on 
It was’ well known 
that the estimates from the Treasury Department 


; must be sent to the orhe? House, printed, and six 


or eight days, necessari y pass ‘ere they were laid 
upon the tables of the members. By looking to 
the Jaws, it would. be perceived that this making of 
appropriation bills was not so easily performed as the 
Senator imagined; and before doing so, the House 
had allowed thirty days after the estimates were snb- 
initted, so that they might be carefully examined. He 
hoped that the Senator from Alabama would save 
himself the trouble of introducing a bill at this 
time, as the object of the present one was to make 
appropriation for present liabilities; and he would 
tell. the Senator ‘that Messrs. Blair asd Rives had 
a claim against the Senate, amounting to $27,000; 
and there was also due‘to the printers of thesame 
Congress upwards of: $23,000 or. $25,000 more. 
But this was not all; the contingent fund of both 
Houses was in debt for printing, engraving, bock- 
binding, &c. for the Jast Congress, $150,000, for 
which the last session. was not responsible. 

Mr. KING remarked that the work was not 
done. : ms 

Mr. EVANS said that it was, and a portion of it 
had been delivered, $12,750 on account of which 
was due in 1840, at the cluss of the regular session, 
besides the printing for the extra session, and other 
expenses. He hoped that the Senator frora Ala- 
bama would let the bill pass, with an assurance that 
another bill would, in al! probability, be passed to 
meet the just claims of the officers and clerks of the 
Government, when they became due. If Congress 
would commence the work of making appropri- 
ations in adyånce, and make the first or second 
week of the year commence on the first cf July, a 


| great saving and convenience, and a shortening of 


the sessions of Congress would, perhaps, be the re- 
sult. He hoped that a referm would speedily be 
made in the manner of conducting the legislative 
business of the nation. 

Mr. KING inquired if the bill was regularly be- 
fore the Senate. ; 

The CHAIR replied that it was; and put the 
question on its third reading. 

Mr. KONG expecied it would have been allowed 
to come up regularly ia the orders of the day. But, 
as it was now before the Senate he would say that 
he was glad to hear the Senator from Maine ex- 
press such determination to enter upon reform, He 
was happy to find him setting himself to work to 
effect that ofjzct, He hoped to see reform carried 
into practice, and that the Senator would give 


evidence ihat it is not to be confined 
merely to `a declaration of intention. I 
is said this’ bill is right because the 


same thing has been done for years. This & 
urged as a reason why it must be done now, and 
chance taken that another bill will introduced be- 
tween this and the Ist of January, for the payment 
of the cffisers of Government... Does any one cx- 
pect this will really be doue? Does not every one 
know, from experience of the past, that if this bill 
is passed for the compensation of members them- 
selves, they will become heedless of the wants of 
others, and let claimants on the Government wait 
for mon'h-? For years past this system has ex- 
isted, and great injery has been inflicted on indivi- 
duals, for which Congress was entirely to blame, 
because it did not make appropriations in time for 
their salaries as fixed by law. If the gentle- 
man did not intend to propose any ehange in the 
salaries cf those officers, there oculd no priety 
in delaying the appropriation for the fell amount 
auhcrized by law. He hoped he w let the 
Senate know what washis intention. Ifnochanre 
was intended, he could not see where the diffealiy 
of making ike appropriation now iu this bil! er 
isted. If the same salaries are to be continued, the 
laws of Congress may be referred to for guidance. 
Why not, then, be ready to meet the salaries as 


Fe 
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they fall due, and avoid forcing these officers to 


wait an unreasonable time—perhaps for months— 
to obtain their pay. He could not perceive why 
it was that there should ‘be any delay, when the 
committee had conferred with the committee of the 


_other Honse. 


Mr. EVANS interposed to say his expression 
was that the committee would confer. What he 
had said was that the Committee on Finance would 
confer with the: Committee of Ways and Means, 
with a-view to the introduction of another bill, as 
‘the better mode of doing justice to those whose 
claims wonid fall dre on the first of February. 

Mr. KING observed that the gentleman then 
only intended to confer with the commiitee in the 
other House: Bui all knew that it was much bets 
ter to-amend this bill, and much easier to pass if 
through, than to originate another bill. He world 
ask where was the fist ef such haste with this bili? 
Would it not be better to wait a few days, and 
have all necessary appropriations embraced in the 


. one biil? - 


Great stress had been laid on the expenditures of 
the last Congress. App:opriations were then made 
forall the claims due upon the Government. He 
knew that extraordinary expenditures--expendi- 
tures that could notin any senze be jastified—ex- 
penditures of the prealest extravagance—-had 
grown out of the extra session, and had exhausted 
the-contingent fund. ‘The sums due to the printe 
ers of the last Congress had been mentioned as out- 
standing; but ail the other sums enumerated by the 
Senator, amounting to some $150,000, originated 
in the extra session. The claims on Government 
commence {he moment Congress makes the appro- 
priations, ; 

He would ask the Senator whether be, in bis con- 
science, believed if the bill was not so amended, 
an appropriation woald immediately. be mace for 
these salaries? He knew that the task of preparing 
amendment would be laborious; but 
he was ready and willing to undertake it. Ifthe 
Senate’ thought it better to pass the biland trust 
lo the influence cf the S:nator foranctker appro- 
priation bill, so be it. Ile however believed the 
best plan was to amend the present bil, Fe could 
notconclude without again saying he was rejoiced 
te hear that great reforia was meditn‘ed. He knew 
that reform could be made, and he crusted that the 
geis of the gentleman and his friends wouid prove 
the sincerity of the promise. 

Mr. WOODBURY raid that attemp's to bave 
appropriations made in gaeeordance with the views 
of the Senator from Alabama, had often been made, 
but always f očcasion, tix or eight 
years ago, an ápproy in advance of what 
would fall due bad e; bathe did net re- 
ecllect any cise of He apprehend. 
ed that the vi o rs conid bs gc- 
complished, and that ald now make 
appropriation for what was actually duc; and be- 
fore more tecame due, they could make another 
appropriation, As the estimates wonld come in 
by the Ist of January, they eor ‘epare a 
bill and carry it through f And the only 
way to do this was by a conference: beiween the 
Commiltve on Finanes and the Wars and Means. 
The appropriations for the two Tfouses, 
vernmest, the fore! 


Ë 


dependent of anoth 
ed, nobtdy would i 
priation bills for ¢’ 
if reported, in sep 


o 


nld be delay- 
biui the usual appros 


rs could be passed, 


p; intervened, 
nelly sappiied by the 
mn. 

iCHANAN inquired whether he under- 
Senater from Alabzma to say thatif the 
should be postponed onil fonnerrow, he would 
have an amendment prepared? 


Mr. KING replied that he would look into the 
appropriations made at the regalar session, and en+ 
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Geavor to prepare such an amendment as would 
meet the objects which he had in view. 

“Mr. TAPPAN hoped that the bill would be post- 
poned so as to enable the Senator from Alabama to 
prepare his amendment; and, with that view, he 
„would move that the bill be laid upon the table. 
"The question was then taken, but the motion was 
disagreed to; and the bill was then read the third 
ime, and passed. 

The PRESIDENT pro. fem. laid before the Se- 
nate a report of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
made in compliance with a resolution of the Se- 
nate, showing the amount of the public lands sur- 
veyed and prepared for market in the State of Lou- 
siana, and also what amount of lands in said State 

have been advertised for sale by proclamation and 
the sale afterwards postponed, and the reasons of 
such ‘suspension: referred to the Committeee on 

Printing, to be printed. 

= Also, laid before the Senate the annual report of 

the Secretary of the Treasury, on the state of the 
finances, which was referred to the Committce on 
« Finances, and to the Committee on Printing, to be 

printed. 

" Engrossed bill for the relief of James Smith of 

Arkansas, was read the third time and passed. 

On motion by Mr. HUNTINGTON, 

The Senate went into an Executive session, and, 
after some time spent therein, the doors were 
opened, andthe Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mewpay, December 20, 1841. 

Mr. SNYDER submitted the following, which 
he wished to be passed in the form of a joint re- 
solution, so as to make the practice of the Fouse 
conform to that of the Senate on the subject of 
‘printing. The resolution, Mr. 8. observed, was 
ie same as that passed by the Senalea few days 
ago: 

~~ Resolved, That a joint committee on the part of 
ihe House be appointed, to whom shall be referred 
‘every question on the printing of documents, re- 
‘ports, or other matter, transmitted by cither of the 
‘Executive Departments, and all memorials and 
petilitions accompanying documents, together with 
allother matter, the printing of which shall be 
‘moved, excepting bills originating in Congress, re- 
solutions offered by any Senator, and motions to 
print, by order of the standing committees of the 
Senate, of reports, documents, or other matter per- 
taining to the subjects referred to such committees 
py the Senate, and communications from the re- 
spective States; and it shall be the duty of such 
= committee on printing to report in every case, In 
‘one day, or sooner, if practicable. F 

The SPEAKER having decided the resolution 
to be out of order— 

Mr. S. moved a suspension of the rules lo ena- 
ble him to get itin; but the motion was decided in 
the negative without a count. , 

Mr. EVERETT wished to make a suggestion 
for the consideration of the House, which, he. 
thought, might lead to a better atrangement of the 

location of the Reporters. We find, said he, great 

difficulties exist in accurately reporting the debates 
and proceed:ngs of tne House, in consequence of 
the inconvenient location of the Reporters. Now, 
as there were bat iwo papers Che she and Intel- 
ligencer) that at all atem ed to give full reports, 
he suggested whether 
cate their Reporters i 
the Clerl’s table. 

Mr. WELLER hoped thai would n 
He wi-hed all the Reporters t6 be 
game footing, and did not tine RY 
the Reporters of two papers 

egt Seals, 

The SPEAKER ebecrved th 
rangement wih regard to toe k A 

“porters, was tho brt that coals ide under tbe 
crreamstauces, T'he plan suggested by the gentle- 
man from Vermont had already been taken under 
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his consideration, but several gentlemen kaving 
expressed so decided an opposition to it, it had been 
rejected. o Arae 

The SPEAKER announced the unfinished busi- 


ness to be the following branch of the resolution 


heretofore offered by Mr. FirLmorg, in the words: 


following: š 
Resolved, That so much thereof, [i. e. of the Pré- 

sident’s message] as relates to the tariff be referred 

to the Committee on Manufactures, £ 
Which resolution Mr. ATHERTON vh heretofore 


es) 


moved to amend by striking out the wards “Com- 

mittee on Manufactures,” and inserting 

“Committee of Ways and Means.” 
A conversation took place between 


the words 
3 į 


Mt. ADAMS 


and the SPEAKER in relation to the order of. 


business. > Eo 

Mr. WELLER suggested to the Hogse. that a 
vote should be taken on those reaolations (relating 
to the reference of the President’s message) which 
followed the resolution now under cong¥eration, 
and on which no debate would take plage. The 
reference of the subject of the apportionment of 
Representatives would give rise to no controversy. 
He was desirous that this subject should be acted 
on, in order to give to the State Legislatures an op- 
portunity to take it up at iheir present sessions, 
He hoped, therefore, that the House would consent 
to take up the other branches of the resolution of- 
fered by the gentleman from New York [Mr. Fir- 


MORE. 

The SPEAKER said it could be done by general 
consent. 

Mr. SOLLERS objected. 

Mr. WELLER moved a suspension of the rule; 
and, on the suggestion of Mr. CALĦOUN, modified 
his motion so as to confine it to that portion of the 
message Which related to the census and appor- 
tionment. 

Mr. BRIGGS submitted to the Speaker that th 
very business on which the House was now en- 
gaged (the unfinished business, to wit) was itself 
being proceeded in under 3 suspension of the rule ; 
and that he apprehended another motion to suspend 
was not in order. 

The SPEAKER expressed a contrary opinion. 

Some conversation followed between Messrs. 
LEWIS WILLIAMS, SOLLERS, WELLER, 
and ADAMS. 

‘When the Clerk announced that the branch of 
the resolution relating to the census and apportion- 
ment had already been referred. 

So the conversation dropped. 

And the House proceeded with the unfinished 
business, ihe question being on the amendment of 
Mr. ATHERTON to the resolution of Mr. FILLMORE, 
as stated above. 

Mr. SLADE was entitled to the flocr, and ad- 
dressed the House at great length in favor of the 
reference to the Committee on Manufactures. 

Mr. S. said that he would not bave said a word 
on this subject, if the Speaker had not placed bim 
on the Committee on Manufactures, and were it 
not more especially for the fact that he (Mr. 8.) 
represented a constituency deeply interested in this 
question, and who, of course, looked to him to de- 
fend their interests whenever it was brought under 
consideration, He felt also compelled to say some- 
thing, from the faet that the Legislature of the 
State which he in part represented had passed re- 
solutions en this sebject, which fumicheJ an ex- 
ec summary of ize argu wh'eh should 
ba urged ia favor of the prow stem; and, as 
he desired ta make these res part of his 
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speech, as well as the reasons wished to 
address to the House, be woul 
be read. 

The resolatio 
and Mr. S. proceeded: 

It would seem that he W 
authority he was bound to re: 
endeavers to obtain the pa ; : 
purpose of protecting domestic manufaciures. 
This he should endeavor to do, not only by voting, 


ne we 


We 


re her 


but, on all proper occasions, so far as he was able, ~ 
by giving the reasons which influenced: his ‘votes. 

Under ordinary circumstances, a mere question 
of reference would not-natutally and properly ‘in- 
volve the whole merits of the question. But-the. 
question of referende was so prevented now, as 
very properly, from the nature of the case, to in’ 
volve the consideration of its merits. He was not 
surprised, therefore, at the range which the debate 
had taken. If the question arose now, for’ the 
first time, what direction should be given to the 
subject of manufactures—whether the House 
should raise a Committee on Manufactures or 
raise a Committee of Ways and Means, to con- 
sider the subject, that would be another thing; but 
they were not in that position. They had a Com- 
mittee on Manufactures, and they had a Conmit-' 
tee of Ways and Means, not only established by- 
the rules of the. present session, but which’ had 
their foundation in the long-settled ‘policy of. the 
country. And yet an attempt was now made’ io 
divert this subject from. its long-accustomed, na- 
tural, and appropriate channel, and ‘to’ give‘it a 
new one. This could not be done under existing: 
circumstances, without sending abroad an impres- 
sion over the country that the protective policy 
was, in point of fact, altogether abandoned. It . 
would in fact amount to the abolition, if he might 
so speak, of the Committee on Manufactures. 
There was, therefore, a peculiar reason why the 
friends of the protective system should take their 
stand upon this question of reference. 

This consideration was strengthened by a refe- 
rence to the appropriate duties of the two commit- 
tees. The House had a Committee of Ways and 
Means, and it had a Committee on Manofactures. 
This resolution proposed to refer the message of 
the President, so far as it related to manufactures, 
to the Committee on Manufactures. The amend- 
ment of the gentleman from New Hampshire [Mr. 
Aruerron] proposed to take it, away from ‘the 
Committee on Manufactures, and give it to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. The gentleman 
had not told the House why he would thus change 
the ordinary and established direction—why he 
would take the subject away from the obviously 
appropriate committee, and give it to the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means. The gentleman had not, 
nor had any olher member, taken up the rule esta 
blishing the Committee of Ways and Means, and 
shown that that would be the proper commitiee of 
reference. No one bad attempted, and no one 
would attempt fora moment to doso, They found, 
from the very face of the rule, that the Committee 
of Ways and Means had necessarily and properly 
nothing to do with the subject of manufactures— 
that the range of their inquiries did not necessarily 
touch this subject. Mr. S. here read and com- 
mented fully upon the 78th rule, with a view to 
show that upon no proper construction of it could 
the range of inquiry claimed for that committee on 
matters involving the protective system, belong to 
it. Ifthe House had so intended, it would have 
expressed that intention; and the neglect to do this 
was svfficient evidence that the Honse did not in- 
tend to doit. And yet gentlemen desired to foist 
upon the Committee of Ways and Meais a set of: 
duties rever contemplated by the House. - 

Bu: there wos another still stronger circum 
sance in favor of this view. There was another 
rale of the House which provided for a Committee 
cn Manufactures; so that we had not only the ne- 
eative testimony arisirg from no such specifica- 
teas of duty ia the rule establishing the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, bat we had positive testi- 
meny in establishment of the: Committee on 
Masts cteres, the very name cf which sufficiently 
indicated the range of its duties. 

Mr. S. enlarged on hi view ay ee coh, 

une that under the rele, or uncer the view o 
Pe eetjedi given: in the message of the President, 
(from which he quoted,) the Committee of Ways 
and Means vould noi take into consideration the 
subject of manufactures, unless specially instructed 
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80 to do.” Where were these special instructions? 
Let: the gentleman from New Hampshire, (Mr. 
Arazrron,} if he were disposed to abolish the 
Committee on Manufactures, (and it amounted 
to that,) bring forward a- resolution isstruct- 
ing the Committee of Ways and Means 
to. consider not only. what he (Mr. 8.) 
had read from the President's message, but 
also the subject of discrimination not only for the 
purpose of mere révenue, but for the purpose of 
protection. Would the gentleman do that? or did 
he suppose that the Committee of Ways and 
Means would consider the subject for a moment, 
if that was not done? Mr. S. considered the 
amendment of the gentleman from New Hamp- 
shire, if it should prevail, as tantamount to a de- 
claration on the part of this House that it would 
have no examination at all int) this question. He 
appealed to gentlemen on all sides, from the East 
and the West, the North and the South, of all 
parties, to say whether the House was prepared to 
come toa vote which should speak such a lan- 
guage as that. He'did not know but what gentle- 
men from New Hampshire might be prepared even 
for that. They had been a long time in a wrong 
schoo); they might have tecome perverted, or in- 
clined to abandon the true interests of the State, 
(and those true interests were the same as those of 
the State of Vermont.) He supposed that they 
were ready to abolish the Committee on Manufac- 
tures, and to come here and shut the door 
against all examination into these great and 
important interests. If the gentleman meant 
that, Mr. S. wished “he would come his point 
at oxce, directly and not indirectly. Mr. S. wished 
that the gentleman would come out boldly, as the 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Smrra] had done, 
and move to lay the resolution the table, with a 
view of abolishing the Committee on Manufac- 
tures. Why had not the gentleman from New 
Hampshire done so? If he (Mr. S.) recollected 
right, that gentleman had once declared that that 
- could not be done indirectly which Congress had 
the power to do directly. Here was thegentleman 
violating his own rule, and seeking to do indirect- 
ly that which the gentleman from Virginia was 
willing to do openly, directly, and above 
board. To refer the subject to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means would be in effect to 
say that there should be no examination into it; 
and what then was to become of all the petitions 
which had been sent there in relation toi? Did 
gentleman suppose that in the present state of the 
question of tariff and protection the petitioners 
were going to remain silent? It could not be. 

But it was in the highest degree unparliamen- 
tary to refer this subject to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. The parliamentary rule—that was 
to-day, the spirit of the parliamentary rule—was, 
that a subject should be referred to such a commit. 
tee. as would be favorable to the object prayed for; 
because, if this was not done, the child (to use the 
language of parliamentary commentators) was put 
into the hands of a nurse that would sirangte it, 
The object was, that the case should be exhibited 
by the committee ia such a way as to present to 

` the legislative body a fair view of the desires of the 
petitioners. And if it had been understood, at the 
commencement of the session, that the Committee 
of Ways and Means were-to take cognizance of 


this subject, it would have been differentiy consti- || 


tuted—and he would now say that if the Commit- 
tee on Manufactures was (in effect) to be abdolish- 
ed, the Coinmittee of Ways and Means ought to 
be re-organized. The Committee on Manufac- 
tures bad been organized with a view to this parti- 
cular subject. Itwas composed of six members 
in favor (Mr. S. was understood to Say) of tbe 
protective system, and three opposed to it. This 
wasas it should be. è 

After dwelling on the position that the reference 
to the Committee of Ways and Means would 
amount, in effect, to an abolition of the Commitice 
on Manufactures, Mr. S. went into an elaborate 
historical review of the origin of ihe protective sys- 
tem—tracing its subsequent progress from the ori- 


gin of the Government, as sanctioned by the re- | 


commendations of every successive President, from 
‘Washington to Jackson. For this purpose, and in 


illustration of his views, and to show that the pro- : 


s 


tective system had been recommended and follow- 
ed up as the permanent and enduring policy of 


the country, he quoted largely from Executive . 


communications, laying especial stress on those 
proceeding from Jefferson and Madison. 

Mr. 8. concluded by an urgent appeal to the 
House to send to the appropriate Committee on 
Manufactures this great subject of protection to 
American Manufactures—a subject which, he said, 
had now arrived at a most critical and eventful 
period in its history. If ever there was a time 
when it needed examination and investiga ion, that 
time was the present. 

Mr. SOLLERS of Maryland obtained the floor; 
but (it being now fifteen minutes to three o’clock) 
gave way toa motion to adjourn; which was sus- 
pended for a moment, and 

Mr. STANLY moved that his colleague, Mr. 
SuerrerD of North Carolina, be excused from fur- 
ther service as a member of the Committee on 
Public Expenditures, on accourt of ill health; 
which motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the an- 
nual report of the Secretary of the Treasury; 
which, on motion of Mr. FILLMORE, was re- 
ferred to the Committee of Ways and Means, and 
the usual number and ten thousand extra copies 
thereof were ordered to be printed. 

{A message was received from the Senate, by 
Assury Dicxins, esq. Secretary, stating that that 
body had passed a bill of this House, entitled, “A 
bill making appropriations in part for the Civil De- 
partment for the year 1842.” 

Also, an act for the relief of James Smith, of 
Arkansas, and asking the assent of the House 
thereto.] 

The moticn to adjourn was then put and agreed 
to— 

And the House adjourned. 


Mr. Arrinaron of North Carolina yesterday ap- 
peared in his seat in the House of Representatives, 
from which we learn he has been detained till this 
time by severe indisposition. 

Mr. Brockway also resumed his seat in the 
House yesterday, which indisposition prevented 

im from occupying during the last week. 


IN SENATE, 
Toyspay, Dec. 21, 1841. 
. Mr. MOREHEAD of Kentucky appeared in 
is seat. 

The PRESIDENT of the Senate presented a 
a petition from sundry citizens of New York in re- 
lation to slavery; the motion to receive which 
was, on motion of Mr. Mouron, ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Also, from other citizens, asking such a change 
of the Constitution as would secure the election of 
President and Vice President by a direct vote of 
of the people. 

Mr. PRENTISS presented a petition from cer. 
tain citizens of Vermont for the abolishment 
pL Slavery. Motion to receive ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented two petitions from 
Chester county, Pennsylvania, for the abolition of 
slavery in the District of Columbia, and one for the 
abolition of the slave trade; the motion to receive 
which was, on motion of Mr. Livy, ordered to lie 
on the table. 

Oa motion of Mr. BENTON, the papers of 
Gen. Clinch were taken from the files of the Se. 


| nate, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 


Mr. McROBERTS presented petitions from a 
great number of the citizens of Illinois, Iowa, and 
Indiana, for the establishment of a tri-weekly mail 
from Indianapolis to Lowa City, by Peoria, in the 
State of Ilinois, io said City of iowa, ia the Terri- 
tory of iowa. 

Also, a petition from citizens of the counties of 
Lasalle, Livingston, and Troquois, in the State of 
Ilinois, for the establishment of a mail rouie from 
Peru, in Lasalle county, by Pontiac, in Hliavis, to 
Lafayette, Indiana; which were, on his motion, re- 


| ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 


Post Roads. 

Mr. BENTON 
kiah L. Thidle, 
service of the 


presented the petition of Heze- 
late a captain of volunteers in the 
United States, praying compensa- 


tion for a horse shot by order of bis commanding 
officer : referred to the Committee on Claims. — 

Mr. PIERCE submitted documents in relation 
to the claim ‘of the heirs of Daniel Pettibone: re. 
ferred to the Committee on Miltary Affairs, 

Mr. BERRIEN presented the petition of Dun.- 
can L. Clark,. praying indemnification for losses 
sustained by the destruction of his property in con. 
sequence of its occupancy by the Upited States 
troops as a military post: referred to the Commit. 
tee on Claims. ` 

On motion of Mr, BUCHANAN, | 

Ordered, That the petition of Daniel Kliss be 
taken from the files of the Senate, and referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. ; 

On motion of Mr. MERRICK, it was 

Ordered, That the communication from the Go- 
vernor of Maryland, transmitting an act passed by 
the Legislature of that State in relation to the 
Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, be referred to the 
Cemmittee on Roads and Canals. 

On motion of Mr. ARCHER, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of John H. Hall be 
taken from the files of the Senate, and referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. : 

On motion of Mr. PRESTON, it was 

Ordered, That tae petition of Charles Breenan 
be taken from the files of the Senate, and referred 
to the Committee on Claims. 

On motion of Mr. RIVES, it was 

Ordered, That the documents relating to the 
claims of the heirs of General Thomas Nelson be 
taken from the files, and referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims. 

On motion ef Mr. BERRIEN, ft was 

Ordered, That the petition of John H. McIntosh 
be taken from the files of the Senate, and referred 
to the Committee on Claims. : 

Mr. BARROW, on leave, introduced a bill for 
the relief of Vallerian Allan; which, after having 
received the first, and by special order, a second 
reading, was referred to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. i 

Also, a bill for the relief of George D. Passau of 
Louisiana; which passed through its second read- 
ing in the same manner, and was referred to the 
Coramittee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. LINN introduced, en leave, a bill for the 
relief of certain Missouri volunteers, commanded 
by Captains Stephenson, Pollard, Sconce, Atchison, 
and Crawford; read the second time by special 
order, and referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, 

On motion of Mr. BAYARD, the Committee on 


| Naval Affairs was discharged from the further 


consideration of the petition of the widow of Joe 
seph Ganett. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported adversely on the petition of 
Nathaniel Gunnison. 

Also, reported from the same committee, with- 
out amendment, the bill increasing the pay of cer- 
tain officers of revenue cutters, while serving in 
the navy of the United States. 

Also, reported from the same committee, a bill 
for the relief cf the legal representatives of Aaron 
Vail, Ceezased, late Consul at L'Orient; which was 
passed to a second reading, 

Mr. SMITH, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported, without amendment, the bill for 
creating a new land district ia the State of Mis- 
souri, and for changing the boundaries of the south- 
western and western land districts in said State. 
The following bills were introduced on leave 
es fo ys heretofore given, read the first 
and a second time by special or " 
driately referred. Eerie tees ane ae 

By Mr. BATES: a bill for the relief of the Steam- 
boat Company of Nantucket: referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads- 

_ By Mr. SEVIER: a bill for the relief of sundry 
citizensof Arkansas, who lost their improvements 
In Consequence of a treaty between the United 
States and the Choctaw Indians, 

REPORT UPON THE FISCAL AGENT. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Se- 
nate the following report from the Secretary of the 
Treasury; which was ordered to be printed: 

The Secretary of the Treasury, in compliance 
with the resolution of the House of Representatives 


of the 15th instant, has the honor of submitting the 
draught of a bill for the establishment of a Board 
of Exchequer at the seat of Government, with 
agencies in the several States and Territorizs. 

In preparing this bill, it has been his intention to 
keep within, and to fill up, the genezal outline of 
the measure, as proposed in the message of the 
President at the opening of the session; but hé 
does not flatter himself that it will be found so per- 
fect in its details as not to require modifications 
and careful revision by the two Houses of the 
Legislature: 

As this measure has, necessarily, been for some 
time under the consideration ot the President and 
his constitutional advisers, the undersigned is di- 
rected by him to accompany the bill with a gene- 
ral exposition of the views entertained by him, and 
concurred in by them, respecting it. 

In what manner and under what securities the 
public money shall be kept; in what manner, or 
whether in any manner, this Government shall at- 
tempt to supply a sound paper medium for pay- 
ments tothe Treasury, and for the general uses 
of the people; in what manner, or whether in 
any manner, it shall attempt to benefit the general 
business of the country, by furnishing facilities of 
exchange, are questions which have not ceased to 
agitate the community for eight years. Upon 
these questions much opposition of opinion has 
prevailed, and ardent and intense political contro- 
versies and struggles have been founded. ft is 
time that this stale of things were brought to an 
end. Tris time that such provisions were made 
for the custody of the revenue as thatthe people 
may feel that the public treasures are safe. It is 
time, too, that in relation to currency and ex- 
change, individuals may know what they have to 
expect, or whether they may expect any thing 
from the measures of Government. Doubt and 
uncertainty in this respect constitute the worst of 
all conditions. They affect every man’s means of 
living, and, instead of giving encouragement, and 
applying a stimulus to individual exertion and 
effort, check the band of industry, suppress the 
spirit of enterprise, and bring stagnation and pa- 
ralysis upon the productive powers of the coun- 
try. Oa subjects so vitally connected with man’s 
personal and domestic welfare, the people have a 
right to require that what is to be done should be 
done without further delay, in order that they may 
accommodate themselves to the policy of the Go- 
vernment, whatever that policy may be, and be 
prepared to give a corresponding direction to their 
own industry and business. The great want of the 
country isthe want cf confidence: confidence in 
the steadiness and stabilliy of the policy of the Go- 
vernment; confideace in tnat whieh reguiates the 
value of property and the wages of labor; and 
confidence in the establishment and preservation of 
the necessary and ordinary means of exchanging 
production against production, and of buying and 
selling with security, so that the intercourse be- 
tween different parts of the country may be carried 
on with its former activity and usefulness. The 
object of the plan suggested to Congress in the Pre- 
sident’s message, and now presented for its conside- 
ration in the form of a bill, is to establish this con- 
fidence, and to give the country tranquillity. It is 
designed to terminate contentions of long sianding, 
and to restore that peace, quiet, and satisiaction 
with the state of public affairs, without which men 
cannot pursue their vocations either with cheerful- 
ness ot With success. Amidst the conflict of wide- 
ly differing opisie a measure is recommended 
which avoids extremes on both sides. Ht proposes 
less, far less, than many tink it desirable that 
Goverarucnt should de, of attempt to do, and at 
the same time far more than others are ready to 
recommend. ht alms ata justi medium, a commen 
ground, on which those may co 


nsistendy stop who 
might yet wish to go furher, and to whica they 
may advances withoot self-reproack, who would 
nevertheless have cesicd to fad shortof in H 
does not anempr to celles? a capital by private 
i ` loans and 


sub-eris:ion, for the generat purpos 
discouuis, and ihererere cees not propose 10 per 
form the ordinary funcuons of a bani. Oa the 


other hand, it does not propese to leek up the pub- 
lic moneys from the time of collection to the time 
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time of disbursement, nor to demand specie pay- 
ment for every debt due to the Government; 
making no aitempt, at the same tithe, to furnish 
the country with either currency or exchange, and 
entirely contenting itself with securing specie pay- 
nents into the Treasury. In these respects it dif- 
fers from the system established by the law, now 
repealed, generally called the Sub-Treasury act. 

It is not intended here to diseuss the respective 


merits of these two systems, which may be re- 


garded as extreme opponents of each other. But 
it may be proper to say, in regard toa Bank of the 
United States, that if there were in no quarter aay 
constitutional objection to the creation of such an 
institution, it would nevertheless not have been re- 
commended to Congress, in the present condition of 
things, as a measure likely to afford relief to the 
country. Such is the condition of the currency, in 
many ofthe States, such the deplorable depression 
of general credit, produced by that condition of the 
currency and other causes, and such the existing 
pressure in the money market, arising, as is be- 
lieved, in a great degree from want of confidence, 
that there is little probability that private subserip- 
tions, payable in specie, would be obtained to any 
bank with an ordinary charter. This opinion is 
Strengthened by the fact, that six per cent. stocks 
of the United States, now in the market, go slowly 
and heavily into private hands; and althoagh this 
is doubtless partly attributable to the sbort period 
within which those stocks are made redeemable, 
yet ihe general fact concurs with other reasons in 
producing a fell conviction tbat it would be useless 
at the preseut moment to attemptthe creation ofa 
bank, with a capital to be furnished principally by 
private subscriptions, and irtended to discount, 
through its branches, bills and notes in all parts of 
the country, even if constitutional objections were 
out of the way. Andin regard to the Sub-Treasury 
system, it is perhaps enough to say that it is sup- 
posed areturn to that system, at any time hereaf- 
ter, is an event highly improbable. 

Between these—a bank on the one hand, and 
the system of the Sub-Treasury on the other—the 
present plan is offered, seeking to avoid the ob- 
jections which exist to each, and to accomplish, to 
some extent, the good designed by both. The 
plan, suchas itis, will be received and considered, 
it is not doubted, in a spirit of candor and conci- 
liation, and with a disposition, not so much to per- 
sist in the pursuit of what may be unattainable, as 
to turn to the greatest practicable advantage of the 
country the use of all those means, the employ- 
ment of which may be expecied to meet the gene- 
ra: concurrence. 

The bill now submitted may be considered as 
having thre principal objects in view: 

Ist. The safe keeping of the public moneys. 

2d. The furnishing, as well for safe and conve- 
nient payments to the Treasury as for the use of 
the country, a paper circulation always equivalent 
to gold and silver, and of universal credit. 

3d. A provision for supplying, to some extent, 
the mecnsof a cheap and safe exchange in the 
commerce between the several States? 

Of the high importance of the first of these ob- 
jects, no one can entertain a doubt, The public 
moneys are recived by Government, from the peo- 
ple, fer the necessary uses of the country, accord- 
ing to the Gonstitution, and ought eyer to be es- 
ieemed a sacred trast. They are earned by the in- 
dustry of tae people; and, while safely guarded 
and epplied only to really necersary and constiin- 


tional purposes, Will be eheerfe'ly contributed by 
a patriotis The pecple have a right 
io be as sat cod laws and a faithful admin 
tration ema inst both 

less, Tt jaie r 
strikine by ts! truth, that every 


dollar iesi by unfant s füce, tends 10 cre- 
ate a new charge n the pecple; and this 
puth cannot be kept tce fely or leo eonmtantiy m 
view. 

Debts and dues accruing to the United States are 
paid, in the firs: place, into the har ‘ 
priate coliectors and receivers. Ia these hands the 
safety of the funds is supposed to be secured by 
ihe integrity apd care of the cficer, and the sft- 
ciency of his official bonds, znd by the enforce- 


hd 


ment of a strict system of frequent accounting. 


the early history of the Government, and some-. 


times at miore recent periods, when public 
neys were to be used for their proper purpos 


the drafts of the Treasury have been made direct-.., 


ly on tbese first recipients. At other times, a 


when there has been a Bank of the ‘United. States. 
in existence, the law has required that those. mo- ` 


neys should be deposited in such Bank. 


By the act of June, 1836, it was provided that 
public moneys should be deposited in certain State. 


oanks, called deposite banks; and, finally, by the 
Sub-Treasury act, they were. to be kept by the 


mint and its branches, and by certain officers called 


receivers general. 

Tn all these modes of securing, or attempting to 
secure, the safety of the public treasures, it is ob- 
vious that the main reliance, after all, has been 
placed in the honesty and integrity of public offi- 


cers; there being superadded, however, in the case _ 


of deposites with banks, the guarantee supposed" to 
be afforded by their capital; and in the case of in- 
dividuals, a security by the execution of official 
bonds, with responsible sureties. Butin, none of. 


these modes, any more than in any thing else. 


which becomes the subject of human trast inh 
man hands, could it be affirmed that the funds we 
absolutely secured, and safe beyond all possibili 
of lossor danger. Committed to the care of the. 
deposite banks, to the skill of their officers and the 
pledge of their capital, we know from experience 
that the public money was not safe. Deposited 
with a Bank of the United States, although no loss 
ever actually happened from such deposite, we 
now see enough to know that there was danger, 
and that the safety of the public money depended 
upon a degree of discretion in the management 
of the jnstitution, of the. existence and con- 
tinuance of which we had not, 
not have, perfect assurance. And, under the 
operation of the Sub-Treasury law, every 


lity 


and could | 


thing resolved itself, at last, into confidence in . 
the honesty and integrity of agents, and the suffi- , 


ciency of their bonds. There were, itis irue, 
chambers and vaults, with thick walls and strong 
leeks; but human hands held the keys. Underthat 
system of public custody, the same temptations ex- 
isted which surround men of doubtful principles or 
wavering integrity in other situations of public 
trust; and if the system had continued, these temp- 
tations were as likely to have shown their power 
over those employed under it as they have done. in 
other cases. : h 

It is confidently believed that the present bill 
contains all that is practicable, and can be useful, 
towards establishing a safe custody or place of 
keeping of the funds of Government, The system 
which it proposes will evidently possess some emi- 
nent advantages of safety overa bank. In banks, 
excessive loans, and a disposition, often prompted 
by their own interest, to carry their accommoda- 
tions to quite unreasonable lengths, are a great 
source of danger. The Board of Exchequer will 
be free from this. Histo make no leans, and to 
give no accommodations. Operations in exchange, 
when founded in real business transactions, are 
usually safe in well conducted banks. Indeed re- 
gular dealing in exchange is the safest of all bank- 
ing transactions, and, in this respect, the present 
measure promises still greater safety than attends 


the satae business in banks, from the strict limita- 


iions imposed on it, and the absence of all motive ` 


io run into excess. Banks, too, as we have seen, 
are sometimes induced to depart altogether from 
their proper sphere of bosiness, and to entangle 
nemselves with commercial speculations. Bat into 
no such speesiations will the Board of Exchequer 


“Phere is plainly, therefore, less danger in the 
system now proposed than in; & bank, so far as 
danger arises from the mannerin whieh the public 
funds may be met; while in all other respects iis 
advantages are equal to tbose of the best cvuducted 
bankiag institavions, | i ste 

I: may be said that itis bezardous, in all case, 
to suffer the public funds to be employed, in any 
degree, In exchange or other dealing. h it be ad- 
mitted that this objection is not without its lores, 
it must be acknowledged, at the same time, on 
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the other hand, that these funds would be used, 
not only for purposes of exchange, but in general 
accommodation loans, and toa great and often. 
dangerous extent, by any bankin which they should 
be deposited. Butif, after all, it be regarded as 
possible that occasional losses may happen from 
dealing in exchange, with the limitations provided 
in the bill, it will then be for Congress to decide, 
whether a danger so contingent shall induce it to 
reject the bill, and.to prefer a system which locks 
up from all use every dollar of the public money, 
from its receipt to its disbursement. 
of-ibus withholding so large a portion of the eireu- 
lation from the general uses of society, by retain- 
ing it until wanted for disbursement, is manifestly 
a great evil, especially if the funds thus withdrawn 
be in the precious metals, it ought not to be suffered 
to exist, unless the danger from the adoption of 
another system be equally manifest. 

A plain, practical, and important public good 
ought not to give way to dangers of doubtful occur- 


rence, or likely to be slightin degree, if they should | 


occur, Some risks must be run, whenever any 
thing important is attempted in regard to revenue 
and finance, as well as in other business of life ; 
and the true question must always be, whether the 
danger of loss be so clear and so great as to over- 
balance the evident and certain benefits, And it 
is to be borne in mind, also, that although the pre- 
sent measure has not profit to Government or aug- 
mentation of revenue for its object, yet that the ope- 
rations of the Exchequer are expected to result in 
some amount of earnings; so that, if occasional 
losses should occur, such earnings may make them 
ood. 

The Board of Exchequer, itis to be presumed, 
will be composed of men of high character, known 
to the country, and possessing its confidence. 

It will be their duty to superintend and watch 
over the conduet of those who pay out and receive 
money from day to day, and to demand from all 
such agents proper bonds, with responsible sureties; 
and it will be their duty also, to prescribe and 
enforce a system of regular and prompt accouni- 
ing, which shall know neither indulgence nor 
delay. At the principal board, and at each 

“agency, the business of eve.y day may be 
closed, and each subordinate off'cer called on to 
account for his receipts, before the day itself closes. 
Over this Board the Secretary of the’ Treasury will 
exercise a superintending power, by the right of 
calling for all accounts, general and particular, as 
often as he pleases. And, finally, the absolute au- 
thority of Congress will exist over the whole. 
Congress will have created no corporation; it will 
have conferred no privileges or benefits, except on 
the public; it will have granted no vested rights to 
individuals; it will have paried with no portion of 
its own power; but its authority will remain to 
amend, to supervise throughout, or to abolish alto» 
gether the system, at all times, according to itsown 
pleasure. 

if entire trust may not be reposed in an institu- 
tion thus guarded, it cau only be because haman 
beings can never be the objects of absolute confi- 
dence, nor human skill always adequate to the ac- 
complishment of itf objects, 

Nor is the plan justly liable to the cbjection 
that it creates a union of the purse and the sword, 
by giving to the Exccutive the custody or control 
of the public money. Far otherwise. The Presi- 
dent cannot touch a dollar of the publie money, by 
his own authority, nor change its custody. ‘Lhe 
Secretary of the Treasury cannot touch a dollar, 
nor enange its custody, except to meet the ceca. 
sions of the publie service, and by a public official 
act. Whoever shail come to the Exchequer for 
money, must show the law of Congsess under 
which be comes; and no payment caa be made 
but in compliance with such law. Until appro- 
priations are made by law, the President will have 
no more authority than any other individual in the 
country to take a farthing from the Exchequer. 

The purse, then, is effectually severed from the 
sword; the executive power is confined to its pro- 
per function of executing the laws of Congress, 
and discharging its oiher high constitutional duties; 
and the public funds will be in their proper place, 
entirely beyond his reach or contro], until Con- 


As the evil ! 


gress shall appropriate them to their destined pur- 
poses, From that time they will go into the hands 
of disbursing agents, as the public service may re- 
quire, protected still by official responsibility and 
adequate bonds, and still beyond any interference 
by the Executive power. In the Exchequer, there- 
fore, the public treasures will be safe—safe against 
the usual causes of loss and danger, and safe from 

Executive control, 

But the Exchequer is expected to do more than 

` merely to keep safely the public money. 

Its second object is to furnish a sound paper cir- 
culation, in which debts to the Government may 
be paid, and which may also be useful to the com- 
merce and general business of the country. The 
first of tuese fanctions is purely fiscal; and the in- 
Strumentality of such a paper medium, in certain 

exigencies of the country, may become indispen- 
sable to the exercise of the highest duties of Go- 
vernment. 

In 80 reasoning upon this subject, as to come 
to any practical conelusions, it is necessary to con- 
sider some things as settled and certain. Among 
these, one of primary importance is, that a paper 
circulation exists in the country, and that there is 
not the least probability of its ceasing to exist. 
The States possess the power of creating banks of 
circulation; they exercise this power; many of them 
derive not unimportant revenues from its exercise, 
and some of them even have established banks, of 
which they are themselves. proprietors. No man 
can reasonably expect to see the day when they 

| will relinquish this power, or refrain from its ex- 
ercise. 

In the next place, experience has confirmed the 
truth, beyond the possibibility of doubt or question, 
that paper of State banks cannot be of universal 
circulation and credit; there never has been, and 
there is not now, any one State bank whose notes 
pass readily from hand to hand, as equivalent to 
specie, over all parts of the country. Many of 
these local institutions are perfectly sound, are well 
administered, and their credit in their own neigh- 
horhood entirely good and unquestioned. But, from 
the very nature of things, their credit is and must be 
local only, Itcan never beuniversal. The people 
are acquainted with the institutions of their own re 
spective States, and generally understand the 
ground of theclaims of such institutions to confi- 
dence and respect. They pay attention also to 
whatever is established by the General Govern- 
ment, because they have an interest in the laws 
which it passes, But the people, that is to say, the 
great mass of productive earners of one State, can- 
not, generally speaking, be acquainted with the 
moneyed institutions of other and distant States. 
In most cases, they do not even know such institu- 
tions by name. How, then, can they give them 
their confidence? We see they do not give it, even 
where it might be most safely bestowed. They 
prefer the paper of their own banks, though they 
know it to be depreciated, to the paper of other 
banks, because they have confidence in the 
institutions of their own State, and be. 
cause they know the amount of deprecia- 
tion on the paper of such banks, whereas of 
the value of a note of a distant bank they are 
wholly ignorant. But this knowledge, which the 
great mass of the community does not possess, Lro- 
kers and money dealers do, and they use it skil- 
fully to their own advantage. A farmer of Virgi- 
nia will hesitate to refnse in a payment a New 
York note. He will prefer Virginia paver, al- 
though he knows it is not equivalent to specie, be- 
esuse he can form some opinion of its value, while 
of the New York note ke knows nothing. But the 
holier of the New York note, at the same tima, is 
able to dispose of it at the first broker's office at a 
large premiam. 

Every man inthe habit of observing whaj passes 
around him must every day see the exidenes of 
this state of thing ; and its inevitable consequence 
is, to throw the loss of depreciation on the labori- 
ous and productive classes. Wherever bad paper 

circulates, itis the industrious and the hard-working 
who suffer first, and suffer longest, and suffer most, 
But it is not intended to pursue this part of the sub. 
ject further than to illustrate and confirm the trath 
thai no State bank, founded on whatever capital, 


administered by whatever degree of fidelity and 
skill, esn obtain that familiar character, and that 


, established and well-known credit, which shall give 


its bills circulation through all classes, in any 
amounts, and in all ‘parts of the country. 

Now, another most important truth, equally well 
settled by experience, is, that paper issueq for oir- 


| culation, under the authority or with the sanétion 


of the Government of the United States, does ae: 
quire and retain this advantage of known and th. 
questioned character and wnivetsal confidence, 
No matter whether the note or bill present itself in 


] Maryland or Missouri, Maine or Georgia, if it prc- 


mise payment in specie, cn demand, and that pro- 
mise be supposed to be guarantied by the character 
and eredit of the Government, it springs immedi- 
ately to a value equivalent to specie. The impress 
of the National Government, connected with thè 
fact of its immediately convertibility, stamps the 
paper with a mark of perfect and universal reliance, 
because all the people, in all the States, are alike 


| interested in the General Government, alike ac- 


quainted with its proceedings, and have like faith « 
in paper to which it gives its sanction. We seem 
to be called upon, therefore, to act on this subject 
with three important truths made clear before us: 
first, that a paper circulation will continue among 
us; second, that no paper cireulation of universal 
credit can ever be furnished by State banks; third, 
that such a paper can be furnished under the au- 
thority of the Government of the United States. 

It is under the influence of these realities that it 


{ is now proposed to issue, to some extent, a paper 


currency, according to the provisions of this bill, 
Tis uses are expected to be twofold. in the first 
place, as already stated, it will furnish a safe pa: 
per medium, in which payments may be made to 
Government of all debts and taxes. Few per- 
sons, perhaps, are sufficiently impressed with 
what would be the value of this, in certain emer- 
gencies, 

Debts to Government are now to be paid in spe- 
cie, or iha notes of specie-paying banks, - Let us 
suppose that some exigency should come suddenly 
upon the country, requiring the immediate assess. 
ment of heavy taxes, and that the same exigency 
should compel all the State banks to suspend spe- 
cie payments. In sucha posture of affairs how 
could taxes be paid? Of specie there would be lit- 
tle to be had; of the bills of specie-paying banks, 
none. Government would be driven by absolute 
necessity to the use of paper resting on its own 
credit, and created for the occasion. It would have 
no other resource. All must see how vastly use- 
ful the system now proposed would be, upon the 
happening cf such an emergency. The Exche- 
quer would be found in cperation, and in posses- 
Sion ofa certain quantity of specie; its notes 
would have become familiar to the public; it 
it would have, in addition to its specie and its own 
establivhed character, the amount cf revenue, 
whatever that amount mightjbe, to sustain its cireu- 
lation. I: would furnish notes for disbursement, 
and recive them for taxes. With these means, 
and by faithful and skilfel management, though it 
might bs embarrassed by the prostraticn of other 
institutions around it, it would stil! retain its own 
credit; and that credit would be a vivitying and 
fructifying germ amidst general blight and barren- 
ness. 

But this part of the bi!l has another purpose 
equally or still more important. The measure is 
intended for the people as well as for the Govern- 

ent. The issue of Treasury notes always re- 
deemable in gold or silver, and the use of them in 
payments from the Treasury and in the purchase 
of exchange, cannot but be beneficial, itis ecnceiv- 
ed, in a high degree, to the whole commerce and 
all ihe business concerns of the eounlry. 

In this part of its operation the sysiem presents 
itself as beneficent and preductive ef essential 
good. It seeks not Government emolument or 
Government convenience only, bat the public gocd, 
the gocd of the people, in the largest and most 
comprehensive sense. Its effect is to give to the 
people, to their labor, and their internal trade, the 
activity of fands which would otherwise be locked 
up, and to give them, at the same lime, good mo- 
ney. It empleys those funds to sustain credit, to 


Supply a sound currency, and to favor useful in- 
tercourse between the States. And it does this 
without assuming undelegated powers, without 
alarming the jealousy or wounding the pride of the 
States. 

Yet it cannot with any justice or propriety be 
ealled a Government Bank. The essential ele- 
ments of a Bank are still wanting to it. Go- 
vernment seeks not to fill its own coffers by dis- 
counts, or to make gains by the use of its own cre- 
dit, or to make the issues of the Exchequer a sub- 
stitute for revenues in order to meet its own necessi- 
ties. Nor does it propose to inflict on the pecple 
the evils and the pecourge of an irredeemable 
Government pager, beeause no paper is to be 
issued, which is woz payable in gold or silver on 
demand—-all paper thus resting on the double basis 
of immediate convertibility and the public faith. Ft 
is not easy to conceive how any paper intended for 
circulation could be more safe or more useful for 
the purposes of commerce; and itis believed that it 
is just such a paper as the wants of the country 
now loudly demand. 

The extent to which this paper may be issued 
and circulated is, it must be confessed, in some de- 
gree uncertain. This must depend on the amount 
of revenues collected and disbursed, and on the de- 
gree of success which may attend the operations 
provided for by another part of the bill. But, whe- 
ther the circulation of the notes of the Exchequer 
be larger or smaller, it must, so far as that circula- 
tion shall extend, be favorable to allinterests. It 
cannot but conduce to the public welfare that there 
should be, in every part of the country, some one 
institution, or some one agency, which shall be of 
undoubted credit; and whose issues, be they great 
or small, shall be equivalent to coin. 

If the circulation of the notes of the Exchequer 
from hind to hand, in the common business of life, 
should be found to be small, that fact will arise 
from one or the other of two causes, or from the 
combined effect of both. If the amount issued 
should be small, then of course it can only 
fill the channels of circulation to a limited 
extent. And while the paper of the State 
banks shall continue depreciated and yet remain 
in circulation, Treasury notes, it is highly proba- 
ble, will often be taken out of the general circula- 
tion and used for the purpose of remittance. This 
limited circulation in such a case would arise from 
their superior value in compariscn with the value 
of other paper. It would noi be owing to want of 
confidence in them, but to their possessing the high- 
est degree of confidence. 

But if such use of Treasury notes should take 
place, and should diminish the amount cirealated 
in daily transaciions from hand to hand, yet that 
use itself would confer a general benefitof great 
importance, inasmuch as all such remiitances per- 
form the office of furnishicg safeandcheap ex- 
change, and co-operate directly with the results 
hoped to be produced by another provision of the 
bill. Butif the Exchequer and its agencies be al- 
lowed to deal in exchange, this use of its notes, 
although it might exist to some extent, would be 
far less considerable. 

Among possible objections to the issue of re- 
deemable Treasury notes, one may be, that they 
will be returned on the Exchequer, for specie for ex- 
portation, 

States and companies, it is known, cwe heavy 
debts in Europe, and these States and companies 
it may be fancied will obtain Treasury notes, 
harass the Treasury by demands for specie, and 
send the specie thus obtained alroad in discharge 
of their own obligations. A few words may dispel 
such imaginations. 

In the first place, the argument, if it prove any 
thing, proves ico much; for it proves that for the 
same reason ali specie-paying banks onght to cease 
specie payments. But the truth probably is, that 
these States and companies find less difficulty in 
lighting on some convenient mode of remittance 
than on commanding at the present moment the 
means of making remittances-in any form. The 
general depression, with the co-operation doubtless 
of other eauses, has suspended the power of ob- 
taining such means. We must continue to bope 
that, under a better siate of things and jn better 
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limes, this power will revive, and whgn it shall, 
we must look to our crops, to our freights, and to 
the general earnings of our industry, to enable us 
to meet the claims of creditors abroad. In the 
mean time, since neither States nor companies can 
obtain loans of Treasury notes, nor otherwise pos- 
sess themselves of them than by buying and paying 
for them, we need not distress ourselves with ap- 
prehensions of runs on the Exchequer from that 
quarter, 

It remains tosay something upon that part of 
the bill which authorizes the Exchequer and its 
agencies to buy and sell domestic exchange, under 
certain limitations and restrictions, 

_ That an institution founded on a more. exten- 

sive plan, with a larger moneyed capital, which 
should deal in exchanges on a broad scale, buying 
bills at long dates, or accepting bills on security, in 
order to enable drawers to anticipate their means, 
and thus afford capital and credit, as well 
as exchange, strictly speaking, mighf, but for 
the dangers attending it, produce more benefit 
than that now proposed, may be safely admitted. 
But such a scheme involves the idea of making 
loans and advances, of venturing largely on thé 
strength of personal security, and entering in no 
small degree into the hazards of commerce. No 
such purpose is intended by presenting the pre- 
sent bill to the consideration of Congress. On the 
contrary, the utmost concern has been felt to guard 
the proposed measure against all tendencies to 
such a system of exchange operations. 

In all its purposes, it looks to currency and to 
exchenge, not to lending or to discount. And it 
may well be a matter of serious consideration, 
whether such large powers of discount can be 
safely lodged in private institutions, with the 
power of making such discounts by the use of their 
own notes. 

The supervision and regulation of currency be- 
long to Government; the business of commerce and 
the borrowing and Jending of money to individuals. 
And perhaps no conviction is more rapidly taking 
possession of the mind of enlightened men, than 
that Government should not commit the high and 
important function of superintending and regula- 
ting the currency of a country to the bands of those 
whose cecupation consists in making loans and 
discounts, whether on promissory notes or bills on 
time. Whenever a bank makes a loan, or a dis- 
count, by the issue of its bills, it adds so much to 
the circulating medium of the country; and, in the 
absence of all other regulation or restraint, several 
hundred banks, whose palpable interest it is to ia- 
crease the amount of circulation, are to decide, 
each in the exercise of iis own discretion, to what 
exient that augmentation shail be carried. That 
to such a system there must be seme check, or 
that, in the absence of all such check, the emission 
of paper will be continually tending to excess, 
must be manifest to every reflecting mind. It is 
not proposed to enter fully into this subject at pre- 
sent; but as it has already in other countries, so it 
must necessarily ere long in this, command the 
most serious attention of Government. 

It is hoped thet the measure now proposed to 
Congress will have some effect, at least, in eoun- 
teracting the tendency to excess in bank issues. 
While it may not accomplish al! that'is to be de- 
sired, itis believed it will effect something. To 
the extent of iis means employed, iis operations 
will be calculated to restrain issues and to correct 
excesses; because, in the first place, every acess- 
sien of good currency to the general mass, tends 
either to render the bad worthless, so that in time it 
shall all give way to a better, or to compel those 
who issue such bed currency to raise its value by 
preparing for its redempticn. If good currency 
could be put into circulation in such quantity as 
to meet the uses of the country, it must of course ex- 
pel the bad, or bring abouta change of its charac- 
ter, although it is equally true that, while the great 
mass be bad, and while it yetcirculates, not having 
become entirely worthless, it is dificult for a small 
amount of good currency to share in the general 
cisculation, since it is Hable to be selected from the 
mass for purposes which that mass will not answer. 
And, in the second place, the Exchequer will act 
beneficially in this respect, by holding all State 
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` tual performance of their obligations, and bringing: 


banks with which it may have dealings, to a panc: 


them to an immediate settlement -of their tills -as 
may find their way into it, ‘or into-any of its ager. 
cies, gt ee Was 

It is not inended to say that the proposed meas’ ` 
sure will of itself be able to arrest the progress of” 
the great evil of excessive bank issues, or that Qd- 
vernment may not be obliged, hereafter,” to adopt’ 
other measures.. On the contrary, as already stig 
gested, it is apprehended that these evils may yet 
imperatively call for other remedies. But it is be- 
lieved that it will have a considerable effect, should 
its operations be as successful as is anticipated, in 
checking and limiting what it may not be able ens 
tirely to suppress, : 

But there is another very important considera- 
tion connected with this part of the subject. One 
great object of the whole measure is to furnish a 
sound currency, in the form of Treasury notes, re- 
deemable on demand in specie. These notes. can 
get into circulation, ard be kept in it, only in two - 
ways: first, by payment in such notes of debts and 
demands on the Treasury; and second, by buying 
domestic exchange. And it is the last’ of these 
modes which is most confidently looked to as-fur- 
nishing an active ‘and continual circulation of ‘this |: 
paper. im 


When issued in Government payments ‘at: 
distant points, the general tendency of the notes 
will be from those points to the great Atlantic ci- 
ties, according to the course of trade, thus leaving 
the plaee of their first isste without the benefits of 
their circulation. But it is evident that if the agen- 
cies at those distant points shall be authorized ‘to 
purchase bills of exchange, a new source for the 
issue of sound circulating paper will be opened, 
and the exchange thus bought would be remit- 
a wherever the demands of trade should call 
or it. i” A Ay 

In a -couniry of such varied productions as’ the 
United States, some parts being highly commer- 
cial, others manufactur.ng, and others yielding vast 
amounts in raw material, the current and course 
of exchange has periodical changes. It flows one 
way or the other, or in the same way with more or’ . 
less force, according to the seasons. Nor is ‘this 
course always direct, but on the contrary often” 
circuitous, winding itself through several distant . 
markets. Commodities in many parts of the West 
seek a sale in the South, not expecting payment in. 
Southern products, but in means available in the 
North and the East. This happy diversity of pro 
ducts, and these useful ramifications of internal 
trade, demand imperatively not only a currency’ 
salisfactery to all, but the means also of easy, . 
cheap, and safe dealing in exchange. And ‘these 
two objects assist each other. A geod currency’ 
enables him who needs exchange to buy it, and he 
who has exchange to sell, tosellit, Good curren- 
cy and safe exchange being thus mutally converti- 
bie and acting (ozcther, all under proper limits and 
securities, form the most perfect system of paper 
circulation. The power to deal in exchange 
seems essential, indeed, to any cons.derable circu- 
lation of Treasury notes in the South and West. « 
And it may be added, that nothing would tend’ © 
more to counteract the concentration cf moneyed 
affairs, atone cr a few points, than the ability of 
buying domestic exchange with good paper, re 
deemable at the place of purchase. Commercia 
transactions, and the consummation of pecuniary 
engagements, naturally concentrate themselves in 
places where the currency is good. There is no 
remedy against this concentration so sovereign as 
the supplying of a good currency everywhere. 

A safe system of exchange, though no more ex- 
tensive than is contemplated by this bil’, will be of 
great use to the commerce of the country in other 
respects, besides furnishing the means of keeping a 


' good currency in circulation. ‘The more direct 


advantages flowing from it are not inconsiderable. 
Although its object be not to supply capital or credit 
for purposes of trade, or to make advances, and 
although the whole system 18 limited to exchanges, 
strictly, yet it cannot failto afford very important 
facilities, and to be productive of much general 
benefit. ‘ : 

The power or faculty of reaching to funds als 
ready accumulated in a distant part of the country, 


and of bringing them home immediately, and-with-- 
out loss, isa power or faculty of no mean im- 
portance, in the bands of those whose business 
leads them: to form commercial connections in 
such distant parts. This power or faculty the mea- 
: Sure uncer consideration proposes to confer impar- 
tially onal], to the extent of its means. And its 
capacity for good, in this respect, is confidently 
left to the judgment of those whose practical expe- 
rience has rendered then: most competent to de- 
cide, : 5 

As to any dangerous consequences from un- 
toward influences in buying or selling exchanges, it 
‘is to be again observed that the Exchequer can lend 
money to nobody; itean furnish capital to no one 
to begin, carry on, or uphold his business; it only 
seeks to enable any one to place his funds where he 
needs them; and this, as it will be seen, is to be 
done under such restrictions as that all idea of ac- 
commodation, and therefore all idea of partiality 
or favor to individuals, is effectually repelled. Ail 
real borrowing and lending is exeluded, and bills 
are to be taken on such time only as is necessary 
for ordinary notice, and the usual transmission of 
intelligence. 

Over operations, Legun and completed in so 
short a time, and which are to be carried on in the 
face of the commercial community—operations 
which allow so little of favor or accommodation 
to any—it is not likely that unjust or partial lccal- 
influences, far lest likely that any pernicious cen- 
tral influences, will exercise control. 

It may be objected to all dealing in exchanges, 
that parties on bills will become debtors to Go- 
vernment; that in case of any general pressure 
they will petition for relief, and thus embarrass 
Government, as well by neglect of punctuality of 
paymentas by importunity for indulgence, it is 
readily admitted thatjthe delicate relation of debtor 
and creditor should be avoided, as far as may be, 
between Government and the people, Butin many 
cases it must exist. The imposition of every tax 
creates that relation; every custom-house bond 
creates it, and it is found in many other forms. 
Buta better answer to this objection is, that the 
credit, so far as any may arise under the opera- 
tions of this bill, will be a commercial credit, of 
all others the most unlikely to be violated—of a 
few days’ continuance only, existing between the 
Government and each individual, by himself, out 
of which no common cause, no common interest 
in delay, no common importunity for relief, can 
well arise. 

As the great object of the whole measure is to put 
an end to controversies, and give repose, it is left 
to the States to prohibit the practice of private de- 
posites and dealings in exchange within their re- 
spective limits, if any of them shall so see fit. Of 
such prohibition no apprehension is entertained, 
yet the less scruple has been felt in recommending 
the the provision, as it may avoid difficulties, by 
manifesting a disposition neither to tread on any 
questionable ground, nor to give rise to wnneces- 
sary differences of opinion. 

The plan will present itself to all the States and 
all the people. It proposes general benefit to all; 
and no fear is entertained lest either the States or 
ihe people should examine it with too close a serue 
iny. 

‘The section which authorizes the Secretary of 
the Treasury to issue, if found necessary, five mil- 
lions of stocks, is designed as a provision against 
contingencies incident to the fluc uations of trade. 
In an agent of Government, such as is now pro- 
posed to be created, it is proper that there should 
exist every security for the maintainance of its cre- 
dits. Mistortunes may fallon private institutions, 
in the revulsionsof commerce and business, and 
they may be compelled to stop payment; but what- 
ever is identified with the character of Government 
should be placed on the safest possible foundations. 
As the means of the country are most ample, its 
credit high, and the burdens of the people light, 
there is wisdom in giving to the Exchequer the 
power of immediate resort, in case of necessity, 
to the unstained and unquestionable faith of the 
nation. There should be no hesitation, no seru- 
ple, nò lingering doubt, about the ability of the in- 
stitution now proposed to be established, to fulfil 


_ CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


‘with punctuality all its engagements, under any 


occurrences not of force. to disturb the Government 
itself. 

Such are the general views of the important 
measure which now invites the consideration of the 
Legislature. 

The extremes of public sentiment on the sub- 
jects embraced in this bill, are embodied in the 
system of the Sub-Treasury on the one hand, 
andin a Bank of the United States on the other. 
The great problem now propounded to practi- 
cal statesmanship is, whether repose and re- 
conciliation of opinion can be attained, whe- 
ther an end can be putto distressing doubts and 
exasperated controversies, touching the-policy of 
the Government, by the adoption of an interme- 
diate system; a system exercising no ungranted 
power, establishing no monopoly, bestowing no in- 
defeasible rights, attempting no divorce of the Go- 
vernment from the people; but, on the other hand, 
converting the most avsiere, though the most indis- 
pensable and plainly constitutional duty of the 
Government, the collection of the taxes, into the very 
means of sustaining the industry, interchanging the 
commodities, and increasing the gains of these by 
whom taxes are paid. 

This intermediate position, the plan struck out in 
in the President’s message proposes to occupy. On 
the one hand, it performs one grand function which 
the Sab-Treasury could not and did not seek to 
perform. 

It asserts and recognises the constitutional duty 
of cherishing and sustaining the commerce be- 
tween the States, by all proper and constitu- 
tional means, and turns away from nothing within 
the limits of the Constitution which may support 
general credit. 

It admits the impolicy and impracticability, 
without violence to the business of life, of coercing 
an entire substitution of the precious metals. for 
that convertible currency which has come to oc- 
cupy their place. 

Bat, on the other hand, it isnot a corporation; it 
alarms nobody by the assertion of power to enter 
the States, to engross local business, or grasp at 
local gains, exempt from liability or local bur- 
dens. 

If a measure may ever be accomplished, as the 
good sense, the fraternal sentiments, and the busi- 
ness necessities of the American pecple must lead 
them ardently to desire, by which existing elements 
of discord shall be withdrawn from national poli- 
ties, and the country be suffered to enjoy tranquil- 
lity in things nearly affecting men’s daily labor and 
caily bread,fit is confidently believed that it may 
be matured, by the wisdom of the Legislature, out 
of the general provisions of the bill now submitted 


to its consideration. 
W. FORWARD, 
Secretary of the Treasury, 
A BILL amendatory of the several acts establish- 
ing the Treasury Department. 

Src. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, ‘That there shall be, and hereby 
is, created and established in the Treasury Depart- 
ment at the seat of the Government of the United 
States, a Board, to be called: the Exchequer of ihe 
United States, to be composed of the Secretary of 
the Treasury for the time being, the Treasurer of 
the United States for the time being, and three 
Commissioners, to be appointed by the President, 
with the advice and consent of the Senate; one 
of the said Commissioners first appointed to 
be appointed for two years, one for four years, and 
one for six years, and vacancies subsequently oc- 
curring to be so filled as that one vacancy shall re- 
gularly occur at the end of every period of two 
years; the said Commissioners not to be removed 
from office, except for physical inability, incompe- 
tency, or neglect or violation of duty; and in case 
of any sueh removal, it shall be the duty of the Pre. 
sident to lay the reason thereof before the Senate, 
And on the first organization of the Board, one of 
the three Commissioners shall, by the members, 
thereof, be elected President, who shall hold his 
office for two years, when a new election shall be 
made; and, in like manner, a new election shali 


` take place afterwards at the end of each successive 


period of two years. And the Secretary of the Trege 
sury shall have authority to appoint all such infe- 
rior officers as, in the judgment of the Board, the 
transaction of its business may require-—the amount 
of their respective compensations to be fixed by the 
Board, who may take bonds for the faithful dis- 
charge of their duty, for such sums, and in such 
manner, as the Secretary of the Treasury shail diz 
rect. And each ef said Commissioners shall re. 
ceive an annual salary of —-— dollars. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the said 
Board of Exchequer shall have power to establish 
agencies or offices in such of the cities or towns of 
the States and Territories of the United States as it 
may judge expedient, not exceeding two in any 
State or Territory, and also wherever _ Congress 
may by law require the same to be established; and 
such officers and agents as may, by the Board of 
Exchequer, be thought necessary for the manage- 
ment of such agencies, and the transaction of their 
business, shall be appointed by the Secretary 
of the Treasury on the recommendation of the 
Board of Exchequer; and the said Board 
shall have power to fix the amount of the 
respective compensations of such officers, and 
to provide regulations for the government of such 
agencies, the transaction of their business, and the 
rendering accounts of all their proceedings. And 
in such regulations they shall so assign and arrange 
the duties of the officers of the said agencies as 
that one of those officers shall be a check and con- 
trol upon -the other, and for that purpose they 
shall require that the accounts and proceedings of 
each shall be entered in proper books. And any 
of the officers of the said agencies may be removed 
by the Secretary of the Treasury for physical ina- 
bility, or incompetency, or neglect or violation of 
duty, but it shall be his duty to state every Temo- 
val of any principal officer of any agency, with his 
reasons therefor, in his general annual report of 
the transactions of the Board of Exchequer. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the said 
Exchequer and its officers shall be the general 
agents of the Government of the United States for 
receiving, safekeeping, and disbursing the public 
moneys, and transferring and transmitting the 
same under the direction of the Secretary of the 
Treasury; and all public moneys received, from 
whatever sources, shall, under the same directions, 
be paid into the said Exchequer or its agencies; and 
the principal officers employed in such agencies 
shall give bonds to the United States for such 
amount and in such form as the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall prescribe for the faithful perform- 
ance of their duties, And the said Board of Ex- 
chequer and its several agencies shall pay all war- 
rants, drafts, or orders made thereon by the Trea- 
surer of the United States, and by all disbursing 
officers and agents of the Government having au- 
thority to make such drafts or orders. And every 
such payment shall be made, at the option of the 
person entitled to receive it, in gold and silver coin 
or in Treasury notes. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the said 
Exchequer and its officers shall perform the cu- 
ties of Commissioners of Loans, in receiving sub- 
seriptions, transferring stock, and paying dividends 
and interest thereen, under the directions of the Se- 
eretary of the Treasury, and shall! render to the 
Treasurer of the United States all necessary facili- 
ties for transferring and disbursing the public 
funds as shali be required by him, and shall per- 
form all the duties of pension agents under the re- 
gulations p: escribed by the Secretary of War, and 
shall render and perform all other duties and ser- 
vices in relation to the collecting, keeping, and 
disbursing of the public funds as shall be pre- 
scribed by law or by the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be lawful for the Exchequer at the seatof Govern- 
ment, and its several agencies, to receive on pri- 
vate deposite gold or silver coin or bullion, the pro- 
perty of individuals, to be held as in other cases 
of deposites made by individuals for convenience 
and security; and to issne certificates of the fact of 
such deposite having been made; which certificates 
shall always be redeemed on presentation at the 


agency where issued. But the amount so depo- 
sited shall never exceed in the whole fifteen millions 
of dollars, to be distributed by.the Board among 
its several agencies according to the extent of their 
business respectively; and for issuing such certifi- 
cates no higher premium shall be demanded than 
shall be sufficient to indemnify against the hazard 
of loss and remunerate for the safekeeping the de- 
posite, and in no instance to exceed the one-half 
of one per cent. But paper issued by the Board 
and its several agencies, whether in the form of 
bills or of certificates of deposite, shall be redeema- 
ble only at the place where issued, unless the 
Board shall see cause to order otherwise. 

Sec, 6. And be it further enacted, That it shall be 
the duty of the said Board of Exchequer, within 
three months after its first organization, to establish 
such by-laws and rules of proceeding as it may 

- judge expedient and proper for the regulation of its 
concerns, and the government of its agencies; and 
cepies of all existing by-laws and regulations shall 
be laid before Congress every year at its annual 
session. : 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the Se- 
cretaty of the Treasury is hereby authorized and 
directed to cause to be prepared Treasury notes of 
denominations not less than five dollars nor exceed- 
ing one thousand dollars, which notes shall be 
signed by the Treasurer of the United States and 
countersigned by the president of the Board of Ex- 
chequer, and made payable to the order of the 
principal agent at each agency, and shall be by him 
endorsed when issued at such agency, and which 
notes shall be redeemable and shali be redeemed in 
gold and silver on demand, atthe agency where 
issued; and ‘Treasury notes intended to be issved by 
the Board of Exchequer at the seat of Government 
shall be in like form, and sha!l be payable to the 
order of the commissioners, and shall be endorsed 
by some one of them when issued, and shall be re- 
deemable and redeemed at said Board, on demand, 
in gold and silver; and exact and perfect lists of all 
notes so signed shall be kept at the ‘Treasury; and 
all Treasury notes issued under the authority of 
this act may, when redeemed, be reissued by the 
Board ‘and its agencies respectively. 

Sec 8. And be it further enacted, That the 
amount of Treasury notes issued and outstanding 
shall not, at any one time, exceed the amount of 
fifteen millions of dollars, unless otherwise ordered 
or provided by law; and the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury is authorized, from time to time, on the ap- 
plication cf the Board of Exchequer, to furnish for 
its own use and that of its several agencies a suita- 
ble amount of such notes, to be used in the transac- 
tion of its business; and all dues to the United 
States, or any officer or department thereof, may 
be paid in gold or silver coin, in Treasury notes is- 
sued under this act, or in the notes of banks which 
shall be immediately convertible into specie at the 
place where received. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That the Board 
of Exchequer at the seat of Government and each 
of its agencies shall settle weekly, or oftener, with 
all banks in their neighborhood whose paper they 
may have received, and pay or collect, as the case 
may be, all balances between it and said banks; 
and no individual shall be allowed at any time to 
stand as debtor to th: Exchequer or any of its agen- 
cies in account; and ‘it shall be the duty of said 
Board of Exchequer, and each of its several agen- 
cies, at all times, so to limit its issues that its geid 

and silver on hand shall be equal to one-third the 

amount of sach issues outstanding. 

Sec. 10 Aad be it further enacted, That the said 
Board of Exchequer may draw bills or drafis on 
any of its agencies, and may authorize any agency 
to draw bills or drafts on the Board or any other 
agency, and may sell and authorize its agencies to 
sell bills or dratts for a premium not exceeding the 
fair cost of remitting specie to the piace of pay- 
ment, and in no case to exceed two per centum on 
the amount of such bill or draft. 

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be lawful for said Board of Exchequer and each of 
its agencies to purchase domestic bills of exchange, 
subject to the following rules and regulations: 

J]. No biil of exchange shall be bought which is 
payable in the same State or Territory in which it 
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isdrawn, nor any bill payable within less than 
—— miles of the place of drawing. ~- 

2. Bills drawn on places not more than five 
hundred miles distant from the place of drawing 
shall not be drawn for a longer time than thirty 
days from date; and bills drawn on places more 
than five hundred miles from the place of drawing 
shall not be drawn fora longer time than thirty 
days from sight. 

3. In no instance shall more be demanded from 
the seller of such bill, by way of interest or ex- 
change, than an interest not exceeding six per 
cent. per annum for the time which the said bill 
has to run, and a rate of exchange never exceed- 
ing the cost of remitting specie, and in no case to 
exceed two percent. Andit shall not be lawful 
for the Board of Exchequer, or any agency, to 
purchase any bill drawn by or upon any member 
or officer thereof, or in which such member or ofi- 
cer shall in any way be interested; nor to receive 
any deposite of any money belonging to any such 
member or officer. And no bill shall be purchased 
or draft sold at any agency, without the assent of 


atleast two of the officers of such agency; nor by 


the Board of Exchequer without the assent of two 
of its members. ; 

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That no 
agency established in any State under the provi- 
sions of this act shall, contrary to any law which 
such State may enact, receive any other deposites 
than those ef the United States, or make or sell 
drafts, or purchase bills, other than such as shall 
be necessary in the collection, transfer, and dis- 
bursement of the public funds. 

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That if at any 
time it shall be found necessary to carry on the 
operations of the Exchequer Board, and its agen- 
cies hereby created, tbe Secretary of the Treasury 
may cause to be prepared, issued and delivered to 
the Exchequer Board, csrtificates of stock of the 
Uuited States, in the usual form, bearing interest at 
arate not exceeding five per centum per annum, 
to an amount not exceeding five millions of dol- 
lars, the interest of which shall be payable semi- 
annually, and the principal shall be redeemable at 
the pleasure of the Government after the expira- 
tion cf twenty years from the issue thereof. And 
itshall be lawfal for the said Exchequer Board to 
sell and transfer the said stock for gold or silver 
coin, or bullion. And it shall be the duty of the 
Exchequer Board to provide for the punctual pay- 
ment of the interest on the said stock as it shall 
become due, and for the reimbursement of the 
principal from the profits and other means and 
resources of the Board and its agencies. [Gut tha 
faith of the Government, nevertheless, shall be 
pledged for the payment of the interest and the 
principal of such stock. 

Sec 14. And be it further enacted, That the Board 
of Exchequer, and its several agencies, shall keep 
separate and distinct sets of books, for the purpose 
of entering and recording, in one set, all wansac- 
tions respecting the collection, keeping, and disburs- 
ing of the public revenue, aud transmitting the 
public moneys from place to place for the service 
of Gevernment, and in another, all transactions 
and accounts arising from dealings in exchange 
and ciher transactions not ca Government account, 
And all profits accruing from dealing in exehange 
on individual ascount and from private deposites 
shull be applied in the first place to pay allsalariesand 
compensations, and to defray all expenses incurred 
under the authority of this act, and the residue 
thereof shall be placed semi-annually to the credit 
of the Treasurer of the United States: Provided, ne- 
wertheless, That the said board may defer all such 
ereciis to the Treasurer, until the amount of pro- 
fits aforetaid beyond expenses shall exceed two 
millions of dollars, and may retain said amount of 
two milions as a fund to meet all contingencies 
chargeable on the Exchequer and its agencies. 

Suc. 15. And be it further enacted, That if it 
shallat any time become necessary to bring suit 
oa any bill of exchange or other debt or liability 
arising out of any transactions under the provisions 
of thisac!, such suit may be brought in the name 
cf the United States in any Circuit Court of the 


tent jurisdiction, 


United States, or any State Court having comps- | 


Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That 
cessary’rooms and vaults for the safekeeping of 
public moneys, and for the transaction of the 
ness of the Board of Exchequer and i's age 
shall be provided by the Treasury Departm y 
the city of Washington, and in the custom-houses, . 
mint, branch mints, and other public buildidgs. Bes: 
longing to the United States, so. far,as the sa 
can be furnished without detriment to the public 
service: and where the same cannot be so furnished, ~- 
the said board may provide others. > 7: 

Sec. 17. And be it further enacted, That it shall’ 
be lawful for the said Board of Exchequer to ap- 
point as agent for the Board ny specie-paying 
bank in any State in cases where it may not be 
deemed expedient to establish an office or agen= ` 
cy of the said Board, as hereinbetore provided; 
but such bank shall not be authorized in any event 
to receive deposites or to purchase or sell pills.or 
drafts on account of the Board of Exchequer. ~ 

Sec. 18. And be it further enacied, That full aud 
exact accounts of the proceedings of the Board 
and its several agencies shall be furnished to the 
Secretary of ths Treasury as often as he. may. pre- - 
scribe; and it shall be the duty of the said Secre- 
tary to lay abstracts of the same before Congress’ 
at the commencement of each ‘annual session, nd 
to furnish fall and particularjaccounts and 
ments of the transactions of the Board, . 
agencies when required by Congress; i 
amount of Treasury notes outstanding at the € cL: 
of every quarter shall, so soon thereafter as the 
same may be ascertained, be published by the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury. Aare 

Sec. 19. And be tt further enacted, That if any 
member of the Exchequer Board, or any officer or 
clerk employed in its busines or any of its agens 
cies, shall convert to his own use, in any, way, sny 
money or security deposited with or or belonging 
to the said Board or any of its agencies, or belong- 
ing to the United States, or any other person or 
persons dealing or depositing with the said Board 
or any agency, he shall be deemed guilty of felony, 
and, on conviction thereof before any court of the 
United States of competent jurisdiction, shall be 
sentenced to imprisonment for a term not less than’ 
_—~ nor more than —~— years, and to a fine equal: 
to twice the sum or value of the property embez+” 
zied. F 5.0 12 on 

Sec. 20. And be it further enacted, That if any 
officer or member of the Board of Exchequer, cr 
any of its agencies established under the provi- 
sions of this act, shall give or sign a false terig. 
cate of a deposite having been made with any’ 
agency, or shall issue or deliver any. draft or bill 
of exchange without having received the ‘full 
amount thereof, and caused the receipt of the same 
to be duly entered in the books of the said agency, 
or shall be guilty of any other, malpractice iby 
which any responsibility of the said agency, or of 
the Board of Exchequer, cr of tho United States, 
shall be improperly created cr increased, he shall 
be deemed guilty of a miscemeancr, and, on, con- 
yietion thereof in any court of the United’ States 
of competent jurisdiction, shall be sentenced to 


j imprisonment fcr a term nol lerss than one year 


nor more than seven years, snd to a fine equal, to 
the amount of the false ceitificate so given, oF of 
the bill or draft so issued or delivered, cr to the 
amount of the responsibility co created or in- 
creased. $ : . 

Mr. LINN, agreeably to notice given, and on 
leave granted, introduced the biil following, which 
was read, viz: n 
A bill to repeal the distribution sections of the act 

entitled “An act to appropriate the proceeds of the 

sales of the public lends, and fo grant preemption 
rights,” approved the 4th day of September, 

1841, and in lieu of the distribation of the land 

revenue therein proposed, to pledge the same to 

the common defence of the Union. 

Be if enacted by the Senate and House of Repre 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the. first, second, third, fourth, 
fifth and sixth sections of the act aforesaid, being 
so much thereof as provides fora distribution of 
the public land revenue among the States and 
Perritories, and the District of Columbia, shall be, 
and the same hereby are, repeated. 


40 vaste 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That from and 
after the passing of this act, the nett proceeds of 
the sales of the public lands, so far as the same 
shall not be needed to defray the expenses, or to 
pay the debis of the General Government, shall 
be, and the same are hereby, pledged to the com- 
mon defence of the Union, and shall be faithfully 
applied to that object, from time to time, according 


to the plans of defence which Congress shall adopt, 


until the United States are placed in that state of 
strength and security which is due to the honor 
and independence of the country, ‘and to the pro- 
tection of the rights and interests of its citizens. 
And it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, "at the commencement of each stated 
s*ssion of Congress, to report to each House of 
Congress the amount of the nett proceeds of the 
public lands for the current year, and which were 
not required to defray the expenses, or to pay the 
debts of the United States, and the amount so re- 
ported shall be, and the same hereby is, appropri- 
ated to providing such means, and constructing 
such works of public defence, by land and water, 
as,then may be in progress, or which Congress 
Shall order and direct; and such appropriations 
shall continve until the defenees of the Union shall 
be comhpleted, and shall be in addition to the ordi- 
nary annual appropriations for such objects. 

Mr, LINN remarked that he was not certain, 
from the nature of the proposition, as to what com- 
mittee it should go. The Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands was strongly committed on the subject, 
and he could not expect to have a fall hearing be- 
fore it. He thought, as the bill was merely to re- 
peal a law disposing of the proceeds of the public 
lands, and to change the application of such pro- 
ceeds from the States to the national defences, that 
it should go to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
It struck him, without consultation with any one, 
that would be the proper committee. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana said, as he was directly 
appealed to by the Senator from Missouri (Mr. 
Linn] as to his course should the bill be referred to 
the Committee on the Public Lands, he felt it due 
to candor to say that his mind had undergone no 
change in relation to the Distribution act. Atthe Jast 
session the subject had been referred to the commit- 
tee of which he was chairman; he had reported the 
bill, and it had become a law. Should the bill be 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands, he 
would do his duty, but his mind must undergo a ra- 
dical change, which he did notanticipate, or heshould 
recommend that the bill be reported back to the 
Senate with the recommendation that it do not 
pass. The distribution law had not yet taken 

` effect, and he felt willing to see its operation before 
he acted on the question of repeal. He spoke for 
himself, and not for the other members of the Com- 
miiiee on the Public Lands, of whose opinions he 
knew nothing. He neither coveted nor shrunk 
from the labor that might be thrown upon the 
Committee on the Public Lands by the reference 
of the bill to that committee. Heleft the matter 
to the good pleasure of the Senate, and would 
abide its decision. 

The CHAIR observed that the question was not 
on the reference of the bill, but on its second read- 
ing. 

The question was then put fon the reading of 
the bill by its tile, which was agreed to, and it was 
so read. 

Mr. LINN now made a definite motion to refer 
the bill to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. CALHOUN remarked that the chairman of 
the Committee on the Pablie Lands had shown, by 
what he had said, sufficient reason why the bil 
should not be referred to the Committee on Pubtie 
Lands, If there was any one parliamentary ruie 
better established than another, it was, that a bill, 
if referred at all, should be referred to a committee 
of friends to the measure. It was contrary to all 
usage to refer it to an adverse committee. 

Mr. SMITH explained, and said be spoke only 
for himself, and not for any member of the com- 
mitlee, when hessaid he should report adversely to 
the repeal of the distribution bill. 

Mr. CALHOUN contended that the parliamen- 
tary rule was well established that a bill on its re- 
ference should not be put into the hands of any 
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committee the majority of which might be adverse 
to its principles. “To refer the bill tò the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands, which jhad retommended the 
‘act it was intended ts repeal, would be a manifest 
violation of the rule. He would suggest to his 
friend from Missouri the propriety, indeed necessi- 
ty, of referring his bill to a šele committee. He 
would wish to see the Senator Kimself on that com- 
mittee. 3 

Mr. LINN observed that Abe reason why he did 
not propose a select commphittee of the friends of 
the bill, was that he didnot himself wish to be 
placed on the committee. There were, indeed, 
many reasons why he did not wish it. He had 
a vast amount of business on his hands to trans- 
act for his constituents, besides much of his own 


of a public character, which claimed his attention. ` 


But a paramount consideration was, that he did 
not feel himself qualified by the nature of his edu- 
cation or opportunities to take the lead in a mea- 
sure of such vast national importance. He had 
supposed the Committee on Military Affairs would 
not be so loaded with business ag to preelude its 
consideration of the subject. The chairman of 
that committee, he apprehended, was not over- 
whelmed with such a multiplicity of business as he 
was himself. Besides, it naturally assimilated it- 
self to the duties of that committee. But if the 
Senate wished him to take charge of the bill as a 
member of a select committee, he would endeavor 
to devote all the attention in his power to it. While 
he had the floor, he would say a word on the 
subject of a doctrine: entertained on the other 
side, that the General Government had the right 
to make a distribution of a portion of the general 
revenue for the purpose of relieving States in debt. 
Toat it bad, he utterly denied. If. the doctrine 
could be entertained in reference to any of the 
States, it could in reference to the whole. And to 
what would this lead? Look at the condition of 
many States. What aid will the paltry amonnt 
of this distribution give to them? Some of 
the States are in debt, and some are not, which 
makes the operation of the bill unequal. Some 
want it and somef do not; whilst every man, wo- 
man and child in the Republic is interested in the 
defence of the country. Is it not important that 
we should preserve all the resources of the country, 
and not lavish the treasure of the nation, confided 
to us for the benefit of the confederacy? Will not 
the passage of this repeal bill serve to keep the 
States together, and preserve the Union? Are not 
all the States now looking to Congress as the north 
star which is to guide them through the storm? 
May they not exclaim, “if we lose you, we are 
losi?”? It seemed to him sirange that it should for 
a moment be considered constitutional for this Go- 
vernment to assume any part of the debts cf the 
States. And what else did the Distribution act 
amount ta but that assumption? He was really 
astonished to sec the course which some gentlemen 
had taken on this subj:et. They knew that this 
country had an immense extent of coast and terri- 
torial border, stretching from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific ocean, to protect, requiring a large expendi- 
ture. Itis all important to preserve this Govern- 
ment from the general wreck and ruin which sur- 
rounds it. It was not to be denied that its foreign 
relations were in a precarious situation, and thatat 
a moment’s warning a war might be precipitated; 
yet they had frittered away the means of national 
defence, and now hesitated to retrace their Steps 
when prudence, policy, and duty demanded the 
retraction. It was said that when the erisis would 
come, the States would be ready to supply the Ge- 
neral Government with the means of defence— 
thatthey would make out means of relief. But, 
if this distribution act continues in force, will that 


crisis ever come? Will any insult provoke a de- | 


claration of -war that would virtually annul this 
act of bribery? No; the act declaring war never 
will be passed as long as this measure is in force. 
He did not wish for war. He was as averse to it 
as any one; but let the necessity exist, which 


would arouse the most peaceably disposed, 
and still this act would be an insupe- 
rable impediment to a declaration of war. 


Convinced as he was of this, and of the necessity 
for its repeal, he asked that the bill now under 


He 


consideration should receive due attention. 
deprecated angry discussion on a subject of such 
deep and vital interest. He was aware that denun- 
ciatory lenguage would fail unheeded on the ears 
of Senators who had, in defiance of all argument 


and reason, passed the act of last session. He 
felt that deliberate and cool consideration was de- 
manded—such as became Senators of a great 
country. During this session, great and vital ques- 
tions will have to be discussed, and it was his desire 
to see them discussed calmly and dispassionately,. 
The events of the last twenty-four months would 
call up questions of great importance, connected 
with the relations of this country with other coun- 
tries. Let him be pointed out, willing to go far- 
thest in support of the national honor, and he would 
be found ready to go as far as he who would go 
farthest. But what he said, this he was alse wil- 
ling to show by his own example, that he was ready 
to meet all subjects of debate with calmness and 
coo! deliberation. 

Mr. PIERCE would not enter into the discus- 
sion whether the bill ought to go to one committee 
or another. As the committees were constituted, 
it was perhaps of little consequence. He rose 
chiefly to express his gratification, that thus early 
in the session, something had been proposed in be- 
half of National defences, a matter so long 
neglected, while every section of the Union had 
been agitated and embroiled with contests for 
party supremacy. ‘The proposition of his friend 
from Missouri [Mr, Linn] gave earnest of patri- 
otic, and at the same time prudent and judicious 
action upon one of the most important questions 
that could possibly claim the attention of the Re- 
public. Whether the means of defence was to be 
derived from the pubiic lands or from any other 
source, it was a clear case thatthe country could 
not be left longer in its present condition, It had 
no adequate preparation from one extremity of the 
seaboard to the other to defend itself against ag- 
gression. And let it be remembered that aggres- 
sion, if resolved upon at this day, with the appli. 
cation of steam to ocean navigation, and the im. 
provements in military science, must, in the nature 
of things, be sudden and tremendous. The argument 
that we were without means, would seem to be an- 
swered by the fact, as the bill skows, that we were 
distributing our means. Besides, the argument, if 
it were to be listened to, was one which should cre- 
ate profound alarm and excite public attention 
every where. Destitute of defences admitted on 
all hands to be rcquisite, and without the means of 
providing them! It was an admission that would 
never be wrung from him.. We should be guided 
by rigid economy in every thing. We should be 
even parsimonious in every other branch of expen- 
diture, rather than remain thus exposed. It was one 
of those cases where the people, whenever the neces- 
sity should be made clearly to appear would submit 
even to direct taxation without a murmur. When- 
ever you show them that you are not frittering away 
your means in improvident, impolitic and paltry 
distributions, that you bave economised in all 
other matters, that yeu have exhausted your re- 
sources, and are yet destitute of the requisite 
means, they will cheerfully supply them, for this 
specific object. An appeal to them for means, 
whether in money or in museles, to protect the soil 
and the honor of their country, would never be 
made in vain. Whatever sentiments might be 
entertained here, he believed that these were feel- 
ings whieh pervaded the mass of our countrymen 
ihrough the whole length and breadth of the land, 
They were feelings inspired alike by prudence and 
patriotism. 

He had no opinion to express on this occasion 
asto the prebability or improbability of a war. 
Ti was enough for him that it might come. The 
atmosphere was not entirely serene. The ele- 
mentis, it was admitted, were somewhat in commo- 
tion, and it might burst upon us like a thunder 
storm ina midsummer’sday. In what condition 
would it find us? 

No gentleman could doubt, that in our present 
defenceless state, the cnly power from which at 
present we had any thing to apprehend, might and 
probably would destroy, laying aside all conside- 
rations of the loss of life and incalculable amouns 
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of human suffering, more property in a single 
night—in a single city—than would be required to 
place ourselves in a condition of comparative pro- 
tection and security. It had been said by gentle- 
men distinguished in the naval as well as the land 


Service, that we were not at this moment relatively - 


better prepared for a conflict with Great Britain 
than we were at the commencement of the late 
war, hear thirty years ago. The nation felt this 
to be a hazardous and shameful condition, in which 
it ought not to be permitted to remain. The most 
appropriate disposition of the bill, it struck him, 
was that indicated by the Senator from South Ca- 
rolina near him, (Mr. Catnoun.] Let it go toa 
select committee. 

Mr. ALLEN observed that he did not rise to 
protract the discussion of the matter now beforc 
the Senate—the motion to refer the bill to repeal 
the Distribution act—but to express his sincere ue- 
sire that the Senate would not allow itself to be 
drawn into a protracted discussion of that or any 
other general or exciting nature until Congress 
should have passed the act to apportion the repre- 
sentation among the States. There was neither 
reason nor excuse for delaying action on that sub- 
ject; it was work which had to be done, and should 
be done first and quickly, as many of the States 
would otherwise be compelled to hold extra ses- 
sions at great and unnecessary expense. 

For Congress, by inaction and indifference to the 
interests of the States, to inflict the ills of such 
burdens upon them, especially in their known con- 
dition of embarrassment, would be the grossest in- 
justice. He had, therefore, embraced this occa- 
sion to call the attention of those who are more 
particularly charged with that subject, to 
the matter; and ‘to intimate to such as may be of 
like opinions with himself, the impolicy of con- 
suming too much lime in the discussion of other 
subjects which may with more propriety be post- 
poned. He should himself refrain from saying 
any thing in reference to the present question, cal- 
culated to protract discussion, Efe should merely 
remark that he considered the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs was the proper committee to refer the 
bili to. This is not merely a question of repeal. 
It also embraces a proposition to apply the revenue 

. derived from the public lands to the public defences 
of the country. And the latter being the main ob- 
ject, the Committee on Military Affairs, which had 
especial charge of the means of defence, was cer- 
tainly the proper commitiee to refer the bill to. It 
was not a question applicable to the duties of the 
Committee on Public Lands, It ought not to be 
referred to that committee. Not that he doubted 
the ability of those forming that committee, but 
that he conceived it came more immediately 
within the functians of the Commitiee on Military 
Affairs. It did not appear to him that the obser- 
vations of the Senator from South Carolina, in 
preference of a select committee, were material 
enovgh to alter his opinion as to the propriety of 
referring the matter to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. He supposed the object of the friends ot 
the bill was simply to obtain a vote for the purpose 
of testing the question. If so, it was almost a 
matter of indifference what committee might be 
named. If he must make a choice, he would cer- 
tainly prefer the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. CALHOUN had no particular disposition 
to protract the question of reference; buthe under- 
stood his friend from Missouri to kave no objec- 
tion to the reference of the bill to a select com- 
mM. LINN explained that, although he did not 
at first allude at all to a select committee, he had 
no objection to that course, as his friends seemed 
to prefer it- 

Mr. CALHOUN would then at once move to 
refer the bill to a select committees, to be named by 
the Chair. The committees in charge of the de- 
fences of the country, could cack furnish a mem- 
per of the select committee, so that the whole sub- 
ject would be properly in charge of a competent 
committee. This would be better than charging 
any one of the standing committees with the sub- 
ject, as it might be doubtful if one whose attention 
was exclusively turned to a single branch of de- 
fence, would fully appreciate other branches of 


defence, The select committee’ might consist of 
six or seven, to be selected as he had suggested, 
and named by the Chair. He felt naturally great 
solicitude on the subject of the repeal of the Dis- 
tribution act of last session, representing, as he 
did, a State which, by an almost unanimous vote 
of its Legislature—95 to 6—had refused to accept 
any part of the funds to be derived from his ab- 
straction of one of the sources of general revenue. 
He was anxious thata bill to repeal a measure 
condemned with such unanimity by the Legisla- 
ture of his State, should have all the advantages 
of areference to its friends, with a view of ena- 
blicg them to present the subject to the country 
fairly. 

Mr. PRESTON said he was utterly averse to the 
reference of this subject to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, It was not germain to that commit- 
tee. Itrelated tothe public lands and to the de- 
fences, and incidentally only was connected with 
military affairs. He was not sure that any re- 
ference was necessary. It presented an isolated 
question, familiar to the Senate from its recent ac- 
tion upon it, and he was ready to act upon it as 
soon as the Senator from Missouri should name a 
day. He could see no reason why the Senate 
should not act upon the bil! without any reference. 
In regard to what had been said by the Senator 
from New Hampshire, (Mr. Prerce,] he was 
ready to second any efforts which could be carried 
into effect. We should remember, however, in 
our wish to gain physically more strength than we 
have, that we do not destroy that vigor necessary 
to sustain the internal strength of ihe country, 
Our Treasury presented a most extraordinary con- 
dition, and by the report before us, it might be seen 
that the deficit of the coming year wouid be four- 
teen millions, and that we should want more than 
we could get from commerce, from the public do- 
main, and from all the sources of revenue in our 
reach. With all this, we should be compelled to 
borrow. In regard to the principle of distribu- 
tion, he regarded it as unwise. For one, he could 
not say that he had not changed his mind as to the 
policy of distribution. He believed it a measure 
which was adopted hastily, and without due eon- 
sideration. In speaking of the necessity of ecc- 
nomy, Mr. P. said he was satisfied that they should 
want all the proceeds of the public Jands for the 
demands: of the General Government. Every 
souree of revenue would be required. Unconsti- 
tational he did not believe it; but, being unwise, he 
agreed with his friend from Missouri, that the Se- 
nate should retrace its steps as soon as it conld. 
He believed it to be the indispensable duty of Con- 
gress first to build up a sound Treasury. It was 
important that appropriations should be avoided, 
unless they could see where the money was to come 
from. He warmly denounced the extravagant re- 
commendations from the several departments, as 
totally at variance with a proper system of eco- 
nomy, especially in the present exhausted condi- 
tion of the Treasury. 

Mr. BUCHANAN addressed the Senate as fol- 
lows: p , i 

This, sir, is a very important question, Itis a 
measure which will not only deeply affect the 
feelings of Senators, but of the whole community. 
My only desire, therefore, is that it shall go to 
sech committee as will insure its impartial consi- 
deration, and give a fair report on the subject to 
the country. Iris of little importance to comtend 
that it should be referred to one standing commit- 
tee, orto another. That, sir, is ihe reason why 
I am in favor of a select committee; for unless it 
voes to a select committee, if Senators have not 
greatly changed their mind, it will go to its deato. 
Ii. a select commitiee be decided on, I have fall 
confidence in the hcnorable Presidenv’s impartiality 
in the selection, I am satisfied that he will ap- 
peint suck committee as will give the subject a 
fair consideration. Ii there is any sianding com- 
mittee to which it ought to be referred, it is the 
Committee on Finance. I confess, sir, with the 
Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. Pazston,] ihat 
Lam shocked at the condition of our finances, as 
reported by the Secretary of the-Treasury. This 
seems strange, for our commerce. has been in- 
creasing, We now export more than we import; 


the revenue haS-gone ‘beyond the estima 
year; and yet, we are told in this repo 
without any further expenditure than wha 
existing laws and policy require, we shall’ 
deficit in the Treasury for the next year, of 
teen millions, and some hundred‘anél.odd thous 
dollars. And how is it proposed to meet this enor- 
mous deficit? Why, truly, the time of payment on the 
balance of the loan authorized ‘last session is to be 
extended to eight years; that is, on six milions 
andahalf. We are to raise five millions re 
by Treasury notes; and the remainder of the deficit 
is to be raised by increased duties on ourimports, 
That, sir, is our condition; and in this condition, 
without referenee to the question of the distribution of 
the paltry proceeds of the public lands for the pre- 
sent- year among the several States, we shall be 
called upon to furnish the Treasury with the means 
of meeting this deficit. Sir, the Committee on Fija 
nance ought to take this subject up as a financial 
measure. They ought to see that there was an 
entire mistake made when they consented to give 
away any portion of the public property for: the 
benefit of the States or any one else. K agree’ es- 
sentially with the Senator “from South Carolina, 
[Mr. Pruston,] if we are to have war—though I 
do not fear it—the very ‘best foundation.on which 
to rest our hopes—the very best means öf nerving 
the national arm—is to have a sound ¢o n of 
the Treasury. And in order to effect that, there is 
but one course,and that course is economy; eco- 
nomy, not in our professions, but in our practices, 
Let us not spend one dollar, unless the interests of òur 
country demand it, In what condition would we be 
placed if we were to go on at the proposed rate of 
expenditure another year? The Postmaster Gene- 
ral proposes that we shail increase our public debt 
eight millions of dollars, and that at the interest of 
five per cent. per annum, amounting to four hun- 
dred thousand dollars. And this to sustain. the 
railroads of the country, and facilitate the trans- 
mission of the mail. [have not haa time to read 
the report of the Secretary of the Navy, but I un- 
derstand it is an able, nay, @ splendid. document. 
lt proposes, I am told, to increase our navy. to half 
the size of the British navy, without considering 
that tke cost of our navy, man for man, and ‘gua 
for gun, is probably double that of the ® British 
navy. Thus, with a revenue deficient fourteen 
millions of dollars, we are indulging in. the. most 
splendid prospects of glorious schemes. Sur, 1 am 
in favor of economy; but whilst fam in , favor of 
economy, I would not neglect the proper defences 
of the country—I would not yield a particle of-our 
rights to any nation on earih. Bat-we must come 
down from our high notions. When. we are in 
such an encumbered and embarrassed condition, 
we ought to think of paying off our debts’ before 
we think of such splendid schemes. And if I were 
in favor of distribution—if I were in favor of it as 
a matter of publie policy, to take from the revenue 
the proceeds of the public lands, it certainly would 
not be until after the payment of the public debt 
and after our finances shall be re-established. Sir, 
Tam anxious that this bill should be referred to a 
select committee, and that such a committee may 
be appointed, as will make a report furnishing full 
information to the country. / 
Mr. LINN apprehended the Senator from South 
Carolina (Mr. Prusron] did not properly under-. 
siand the main proposition of the bill, which. was, 
to apply the proceeds of the public lands. to the 
defences of the country. ‘Phe object. in view -was 
simply to refer the bill to the committee most-com- 
peten: to lake into consideration the necessity of 
defence and the means of accomplishing it, When, 
on a former oceasion, he had heard Senators say 
tha!, by passing this Distribution act, the sub- 
ject would be set at rest for ever, he felt 
confident they were greatly mistaken, and that 
what they predicted, would not take place. 
Subsequent events had proved the correctness of 
this opinion, He believed the act to have been 
wholly unconstitutional, besides being most unjust. 
in its principles and probable operation. Believ- 
ing all this, he bad felt confident that the spirit of 
the citizens of this country never would counte- 
nance any measure so unconstitutional and unjust; 
and this confidence was fully sustained by late ma- 


nifestations of popular sentiment. But the imme- 
diate unconstitutionality and injustice of the mea- 
sare were not the only evils which attended it. By 
this very distribution, the whole of that long agı- 
tated question, which for some years had ceased to 
disturb the country, the tariff question, was 
opened up, and was now likely to rage 
with all its former fierceness. Could it be de- 
nied as a matter of fact that by taking the 
proceeds of the public lands and dividing them 
among the several States, great. injustice would 
be done. to some that did not. want any 
assistance by the partial benefit bestowed upon 
others whose indebtedness, the consequence 
of improvidence, required assistance? On. the 
other hand, will not every one admit the fact, that 
if the proceeds of the public lands, instead of being 
thus distributed, had been applied last session to 
the defences of. the country, every man, woman 
and child in the community would have. approv- 
ed of the measure? The national defence is 
a matter in which all take a deep interest. Such 
an appropriation of the public domain would be 
in conformity with the legitimate object for which 
it was given in trust to the General Government. 
It was a sacred trust, for the benefit of the whole 
country, and not for the partial wants of individual 
States. He could not help repeating, that great and 
manifest injustice had been done by this distribution 
to some of the States.. It had been maintained by 
“ Senators on the other side, that if they did not 
vote for the distribution of the public lands, the new 
States would take possession. of those within their 
own borders, and that the States would thus be de- 
prived of their just rights. He knew better than 
that.. He knew at the time this was urged; that as 
far as truth was concerned, such assertions were 
nothing more than mere declamation. True, it 


had been contended that if the General Govern-: 


ment were to pursue an unjust, unequal, and un- 
constitutional course in regard to the public do- 
main, the new States would be compelled, in self- 
defence, to take their own course. And he hoped 
that the spirit which had animated their forefa- 
thers, still survived, and would prevent any Ame- 
rican citizen from submitting to acts of tyranny 
and injustice, come from what quarter they might. 
‘The best evidence of the sincerity of his wish to 
appropriate the prc ceeds of the public lands for 
the benefit of the whole Union, was his proposi- 
tion to apply them to national detence. The best 
testimony the new States could give of the 
same sincerity, was their votes through their 
representatives in favor of his preposition, gene- 
rally approved of, and acquiesced in by their con- 
stituents. He would venture to say, there was not 
one American citizen who would sanction any act 
of injustice on the part of the new States towards 
the old. Such an idea never was entertained by 
the large majority of the people of Missouri. 
Gentlemen must not hug to their bos.ms the con- 
viction that they can any longer have that peg to 
hang their arguments upon. He was convinced 
that there was nol a citizen in the State of Mis- 
souri who would not now be satisfied with the ap- 
propriation of the proceeds of the public lands to 
the national defence, 


But it had been contended that distribution would 
indirectly aid the States involved in the payment 
of their debts, and thereby preserve their honor and 
plighted faith. And, sir, what a miserable pit. 
tance, what a paliry boon it amounts to—the enor- 
mous sum of six or eight cents te each individual 
in the Republie, and whick, not enriching them, 
makes us poor indeed. 

The States must, and will depend for real relief 
from their burdens, upon their own great resources, 
and upon their economy and industry. Firmly re- 
lying on these, as they safely may, they will pay 
every just debt incurred. Such liabilities will never 
be repudiated. The people will separate the swin- 
dling from the bona fide transactions; but injustice 
never wiil be done to the innocent and honest ere- 
ditor. 

As there seemed to be a disposition on the ‘part 
of his friends to refer the bill to a select committee, 
he would acquiesce in that suggestion, and now 
alter his motion to that effect, He, therefore, se- 
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conded the motion of reference to a select com- 
mittee. - x 
Mr. KING thought this was- a subject entitled 
to great and deliberate consideration. Many things 
had been introduced into discussion which might, 
perhaps, have been better omitted. He was 


happy, however, to hear the Senator from South ~ 


Carolina [Mr. Preston] express himself as he had 
done in reference to the. Distribution act of last 
session. He was gratified at the frankness with 
which that Senator had come forward to declare his 
conviction that it was a hasty, inconsiderate, and im- 
provident measnre. He (Mr. Kina) knew at the time 
it was so. . Circumstances had probably changed 
other Senators’? minds, but he had always consi- 
dered it an indiscreet and improvident measure. 
Senators, no matter on what side, could no longer 
shut their eyesto the fact, that great difficulties 
surrounded the question of the foreign relations of 
this country with one of the greatest and most pow- 
erful nations of the earth. They could not longer 
shut their eyes to the fact that itis time to look to 
the means by which the country could best meet 
whatever exigency might grow out of these diffi- 
culties. 

He believed that the time was fast approaching 
when Congress would be obliged to make definite 
appropriations in view of those diffisulties, and 
that, probably, in hearing of the roar of an enemy’s 
cannon. Whilst he was ready to repudiate the ex- 
travagant and splendid schemes of the Depart- 
ment, he was prepared to -appropriate so far as 
was necessary to defend the honor, the rights, and 
interests of the country. He thought the signs of 
the times pointed out the necessity of preparation. 
Look to the condition of affairs on the African 
coast, and then let Senators ask themselves, do 
they believe any American citizen is prepared to 
submit to such outrages and destruction of pro- 
perty as were there practised with impunity by the 
minions of an arrogant and proud monarchy, un- 
justly claiming dominion of the high seas, 

The distribution act was passed when those in 
the majority believed, probably, they would be sus- 
tained by the States. But he felt proud te say that 
the little State from which he came would not ace 
cept this bounty from the Geneial Government, 
They believed it belonged to General Government; 
was necessary for its defences: would save us from 
a high tariff, and therefore should not be received. 
He hoped the Senator would carry out the views 
of the people, and repudiate the bill which they 
had repudiated. He had no doubt that the Sena- 
tors who voted for this bill, voted for it honestly, 
and in the belief that it would materially relieve 
the States. In referen-e to the question of the de- 
fences of the country, he would not consent to vote 
for stinted appropriations because the finances 
were embarrassed. In the present aspect of affairs, 
when the nation was threatened, be was for making 
liberal appropriations for the common defence. 
By neglecting them, when the danger came, more 
might be lost in a single night than the expenditure 
of years. 3 

Mr. MANGUM did not design to go into all the 
extraneous matter referred to by gentleman on 
the other side, but he protested egainst the position 
that it was unparliamentary to refer a bill to annul 
an actof arecent session lo the friends of the act 
sought to be repealed. 

That policy and prepriety kad been gravely 
and deliberately considered but a fow months ago, 
and the act had been solemnly passed by decisive 
majorities. It would, then, he conceived, be 
contrary to all parliamentary rule, to recom- 
mit it to those direetly hostile to it. Thouch 
he did not presume to be learned in parliamentary 
rules, this appeared to him to bea plain ease. The 
question woald be fairly considered when the mat- 
ter came regularly up in Committee of the Whole, 
and in the vote on the simple qnestion of re- 
peal. Butif it must go toa committee, why not 
to the appropriate committee, that on Pablie Lands? 
True, if that committee continued of the same mind, 
and reported adversely, there would be an end of 
the matter, but if, on the other hand, it reported 
faborably, that alone would be the strongest possi- 
ble argument in favor of repeal, He was read 
to accede to the Opposition extraordinary tact and 
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sagacity in seizing on the earliest moment to in- 
troduce this bille-a moment when the country 
was suffering under embarrassment at home 
and apprehensions of difficulties abroad. But, as 
at present advised, he should hold on to the Dis- 
tribution act, and would prefer getting out of difa 
ficulties by other means than its repeal,» trusting 
that the recuperative energies of the country would 
revive the sources of revenue, and enablé the Go- 
vernment to meet any crisis. He denied that the 
public judgment had been pronounced against the 
Distribution act. He denied that there was such 
a -prospect of war as to need any extraordi- 
nary appropriations. He did not believe 
it to be the policy of this country or of any 
foreign country to go to war. Their mun: 
tual interests forbid it. He had no apprehensions 
ofawar. He knew that the present financial re- 
sources of the Treasury were ne. sufficient for the 
Government. He knew that the proceeds of the 
public lands would all be wanted, however trivial 
they might be; but they alone would not meet the 
deficit of the ensuing year, and how was the Trea- 
sury to meet that deficit? How, in addition to 
that, was it to meet anticipated expenditures for de- 
fence? He would tell gentlemen they should get 
over their exalted notions of visionary glory in 
feats of arms. It would be much better to let it 
be the effort of each branch of the Government to 


lto get back to that economy which had been de= 


parted from nine years ago. It was with humility 
he felt bound to confess, that there was no mani- 
festation of willingness to get back to that economy 
in the appropriations of the extra session. It had 
been urged that ihe public measures were in the 
hand of the majority, and they alone were re- 
sponsible. If so, he hoped that majority would 
now make a successful effort to get back to the 
primitive economy of former times, 

It was true the revenue had diminished; true 
that it was insufficient to meet the public wants; 
but no one could mistake where the remedy lay. 
To talk of prosperity in this or any otber country 
embarrassed by a deranged currency, was futile. 
Let the exchanges be adjusted, and it would be 
found that there is a recuperative principle in the 
country to surmount all difficulties. When the 


question of repealcame fairly before the Senate, s 


` he, for one, would be ready to meet it, 


Mr. CALHOUN observed that the simple ques- 
tion was, should the bill be submitted to a select 
committee? He conceived that was the first ques- 
tion in order. The Chair would decide. He had 
no doubt that the rule was such as he had stated 
itto be. But he was willing to leave that ques- 
tion to the decision of the Chair, and he trusted 
the Chair would do its duty. Indeed he could not 
have anticipated any objection to his motion. The 
position of the Chair was such as to insure justice 
to those who wished to place this great measure 
of repeal fairly before the coantry. If entitled to 
the benefit of a parliamentary rule, so well esta- 
blished and so uniformly acted upon, he trusted 
the friends of that measure would have it, 

Mr. LUNN would remind the Senate that pro- 
bably this was the second time within the reecliec- 
tion of those present that a proposition of this na- 
ture, to repeal an act of a previcus session, came 
ap and was referred, as desired, to its friends. It 
seemed to him that the Senator from North Caro. 
Hna was averse to the reference of this bill to any 
committee at all. 

Mr. MANGUM explained, that ke did not deem 
its reference necessary to any committee, but the 
committee of the whole, in the usual way, because 
there were no details to be considered, the tile of 
the bill alone embracing the whole matter. 

Mir. LINN took it for granted that the Senator 
was of opinion it onght rot to be referred to any 
committee at all. In reply to the very pointed res 
marks of the Senator from North Carolina, {Mr. 
MawauM,] Ibat tbere was no danger cf war, he 
should first say, that if such was the fact, he was 
very glad io hear it; but he had thought there was 
great and imminent danger of war, and no:with- 
Standing the gocd authority of that Senator, he 
could nothelp so continuing to think stiil. Whether 
there was or was not dagger of immediate war, 
was not material to the question of reference. The 


surest way of preventing war is to convinee the 
world that we are ready to meet it, come when it 
may. 

Mr. KING had but a few words to add to what 
he had already said. The Senator from North 
Carolina told the Senate that he did not intimately 
understand the matter of reference, or the niceties 
of parliamentary rules on that point. The. Senga- 
tor could, however, understand that it would not be 
common sense to submit the jamb to the. tender 
mercies of the wolf. That weuld be any thing but 
just. What was the proposition made by the Se- 
nator from Missouri, and embodied in his bili? 
Simply to takeg back the proceeds of one of the 
sources of general revenue from an obvious misap- 
plication, and give it again to the public Treasury 
for a more general, though definite object—that of 
national defence. This proposition, if adopted, 
would enable the Government to make time- 
ly preparation for the protection of the coun- 
try in any event that might occur. He 
should appeal to the Senate,. and parti- 
cularly to those gentlemen who had voted for the 
distribution, to say in all candor whether this fund 
ought not to be- restored to the Treasury in view of 
the obvious necessity for national defence. He 
was perfectly willing that the whole subject should 
go to a committee composed of members. of stand- 
ing commitiees charged with the protection of the 
country—those charged with the military, the 
naval, and the financial resources of the Govern- 
ment. He asked them now in the face of the 
country, whether that course wasnot demanded by 
the present crisis. 

It was told to. the Senate that an enormous defi- 
cit weuld take place during the ensuing year, and 
that a proper economy was called for. But, was it 
to be understood that neglect of duty was economy? 
He, for one, was. in favor of such economy as, 
by timely and vigorous efforts, would save the 
country from the necessity of future appropriations 
of millions. For these reasons, and to place a le- 
gitimate fund at the disposal of Government for 
the definite object of defence, he was in 
fovor of this bill and of its reference to a select 
committee, which might be composed as suggested. 
And if he differed from the honorable gentlemen 


on the other side, he still hoped that, in the true _ 


spirit which should ever characterize American 
statesmen, and Senators of this Union, they would 
have the magnanimity to come forward, and 
frankly acknowledging theerrorinto which they 
had fallen, vote with him and his friends in favor 
of the repeal of the improvident act of distribution. 

The country was not disposed to go to war un- 
provoked or unnecessarily. The people of this 
Union, from habits, pursuits, and personal inte- 
rests, were disposed to peace, But there is a spirit 
in the country which soars above all personal con- 
siderations, and that spirit never would submit to 
national dishonor or disgrace; and in that spirit 
the country calls upon ils national representatives 
to place them in a condition that they cannot be 
insulted or attacked while unprepared to repel their 
aggressors. _ 

Mr. LUNN called for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. MANGUM said he was very slightly ac- 
quainted with the rules of Parliament. He would 
not discuss that matter with the Senator from Ala- 
bama any more than he would discourse of war in 
the presence of Hannibal. But st'll he would take 
the Senator’s own illustration, to which he (Mr. 
Manoum] gave his full assent, that the lamb ought 
noi to be committed to the tender mercies of the 
wolf, and for that very reason he was averse to 
committing the distribution act to the friends of 
repeal. : 

Mr. BARROW was not disposed to detain the 
Senate mere than a few moments. It seemed to 
him that on principles of common sense and com- 
mon justice, the subject of repeal ought to be re- 
ferred to a special committee, favorable to that ob- 
ject. He wished that those calling themseves the 
Democratic party might have a full opportunity of 
reporting their views on the subject, so that they 
could be met in open disenssion on the points they 
laid most stress upon. This question of distribu- 
tion was not, he thought, properly argued at the 
special session of Congress. The majority then 
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had been so desirous of terminating the discussion - 
by a day certain, that they had not discussed it; 
and the consequence was that erroneous informa- 
tion had gone forth to the country. At the special 
session there was doubt in his own mind as to the 
time in which this bill should go into. operation; 
but, upon a careful review of what has been done 
since Congress adjourned, he believed Congress 
had acted wisely. He should therefore vote against 
repeal, and he wanted no better argument to sus- 
tain his own side of the question than just such an 
argument as would be found in a report of the op- 
ponents of the distribution principle. He would 
give the Democratic party ibe committee, and the 
power to make their report. ; 

Mr. WOODBURY observed that he toek it for 
granted there would be no opposition to the refe- 
rence of the bill tlo some committee. It was a mo- 
mentous subject, involving grave matters of publie 
policy, and the. legislation ef sovereign States. 
The question was, should a measure of such im- 
portance be referred to a committee competent to 
cover the whole ground, or to- one limited in its 
functions. and confined in its: views to a single 
branch of the subject. It should .be reeollected 
that it was, in detail, not merely’ a question of. re- 
peal, which was only -a.preliminary step to reach 
the principal object, the application. of the: funds. 
Both were expressly included in the bill, The lat- 
ter was a proposition of the utmost national im- 
portance, involving the great defences of the 
country. It would tend to place the matter in its 
true light, by supposing, for argument, a mo- 
ment, that it was to be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. Was that the pro- 
per committee to consider’ a question of na- 
tional defence, or finance, or manufactures, all 
of which were more or less involved? That com- 
mittee had no concern with such questions. But 
suppose, again, that the proposition was, to refer it 
to the Committee on Finance. He admitted the 
propriety, in part, of that proposition. It would 
not, however, be contended that the Committee on 
Finance was the proper one to consider a question 
of military defence. Was it conversant with all the 
details properly ceming under the duties of the 
Committee on either Military or Naval Affairs? 
Suppose, again, the reference was to the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs, would it be contended that 
this Committee was equslly conversant with the 
duties of the Military Committee or the Finance 
Committee? And was not the question of national 
defence equally inapplicable to ail of these commit- 
tees singly? s 

After the melancholy state of things presented in 
the report of the Secretary of the Treasury, is it 
not reasonable to suppose the Committee on 
Finanee will be most deeply interested, in view 
of the avowal that there will be a deficit 
in tbe ensuing fisca! year of upwards of fcurteen 
millions?. Is not the Committee on Manufactures 
also collaterally interested, as the report of the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury proposes materially to al- 
ter the present tarif? Was not the Committee on 
Agriculture, and also the Committee on Commerce, 
interested? 

The repeal of the Distribution act would, to the 
extent of the fund restored to the Treasury, pre- 
vent the agitation of the tariff question, shield agri- 
culture from new burdens, 
further trammels, and tend to preserve thst balance 
of interests sustained by all those committees. It 
would not only do this, but it would produce har- 
mony by setting at rest the question of the consti- 
tutionality and propriety of the Distribution zet, 
As the question cf iis policy goes farther and 
spreads wider than the interests in charge of any of 
those committees, it deserves a special reference 
andexamination. It is a measure which affects 
not only the public Freasury immediately, but the 
financial power of raising a loan hereafter, in 
the event of i's necessity, as contemplated 
by the Seeretary of the Treasury. The return and 
availability of the national domain to the General 
Government, would be a pledge to the publie cre- 
ditor for the interest of any loan advanced. There 
would be something tangible to borrow upon— 
something to sustain the Treasury in its promise to 
pay the annual interest and the loan itself, eventu- 


save commerce from j 


‘ally, when due. It would likewise susta 

dit of the Treasury notes: proposed’ to 
the present wants of the Government. Bat 
even beyond all this. The chairman:of t 
mittee on Military Affairs has very’ pi 

very eloquently said, that something ‘mo 
fortifications. or physical force ‘is required 
tional defence—that moral force is no les 
sary. To this, he (Mr. Woonsury) fully 
But this moral. force -cannot be con 
and rendered available if. the. legitimate 
which war has to rely on 


i if foreign commerce become suspended. . ‘The.an- 


nualincome from this source of revenue, would; 
by itself, pay the interest on a loan of fifty millions, © 
if necessory. Without that resource, such a loan 
never could be effected, unless at a ruinous sat 
fice. A foreign nation, before war, or du 
would be more reluctant to ‘be involved Lie 
lities with a country possessed of such ‘resources, 
and wisely husbanding them by prudence and: èco- 
nomy, than if surrounded by thousands of forts, 
and neither revenue nor credit. 


The naval force of this country at home, as well 
as abread, with such means and such credit to 
sustain it, is worth more than bayonets for protec- 
tion from insult or aggression, if having only, be- 
sides them, a reckless character and waste of every 
public resource, N 


He trusted he had said enough to convince the 
Senate that there could be no propriety in referring 
this bill to the Commi.tee on Publie Lands, or any 
other committee, singly, which had been named of 
the standing commitiees. There could be none so 
proper as a select committee, comprised of a choice 
from the standing committees in charge of: the 


| leading enterests of the couniry; and in’ making 


this selection, he trusted and believed a due regard 
would be paid to the well-established parliamentary 
rule, that a majority at least, not hostile to the pro» 
position, should be placed upon it. : 


On the subject of commercial prosperity, infer< 
red from the rumored statements of exports and 
imports for 1841, and that therefore there would 
be no need of the public lands, he would say one 
word. He apprehended his friend from Pennsyl- 
vania, [Mr. Bocwanan,} had taken up a wrong 
impression from unauthorized statements going the 
rounds of the newspapers, on that subject. He 
did not know on what authority suchstatements 
rested; but he had reason to believe they were en- 
tirely erroneous. He was surprised to sce nothing 
in ihe report of the Secretary of the Treasury on 
this vital subject. He knew nothing from other 
sources to induce him to believe that the exports, 
much, if any, exceeded tbe imports. It was, how- 
ever, a point which cou!d rot be known. with any 
thing like accuracy, till the returns to the 30th: of 
September, 1841, were made up: nor did the Se- 
cretary cf the Treasury give the general heads of 
the estimates, as is usual, for the great branches of 
the pablic service. The Secretary of the Navy, 
indeed, had made one estimate © for “his 
Department of gnearly eight and a: half 
millions instead of five and a half or three-fourths 
last year. This is an increase in a single year, in 
a single Department, of near fifty’ per cent. He 
(Mr. W.) wonld go as far. for the Navy as any 
one ovght to go; but he was willing to retrench— 
anxious to retrench—wherever and whenever the 


| public interests warranted. 


~ Gentlemen must begin to diminish expenses, as 
promised, rather than seek to increase loans and 
debts, andiaxes. He was willing to go as far as 
the Senator from North Carolina, or any other Se- 
nator, for sound and judicious economy:; and he 
would verify this in deeds, and co-operate. with 
him most heartily in carrying into effect the declan 
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rations he had been so happy to-day to hear com- 
ing from that distinguished quarter. l 

Mr. RIVES thought there. wasno sort of pro- 
priety in referring the bill at all, and could find no- 
thing in the Parliamentary Manual which required 
a reference, The rule, according to Jefferson's 
‘Manual, would require trat the select committee 
should be composed of a majority of the friends 
of distribution. If the rule was regarded, nothing 
else could be, done, The only benefit of commit- 
ment would be to get a select committee to make a 
report favorable to thequestion of repeal. Mr. R. 
denied also the truth of the remark laid down by 
the Senator from Alabama, that the public judg- 
ment had been given against this measure. 
He saw no evivence of the fact in the recent 
elections, and if that Senator could convince him 
that what be said was true, he would retrace 
his steps. His mind was unbiased upon this mat- 
ter, and open to conviction. The only position fa- 
vorable to a fair and candid discussion was to dis- 
cuss it in committee of the whole. 

In regard to the report of the Secretary of the 
-Treasury which had been alluded to in a manner 
to create a panic in the public mind, he thought 
that exaggerated notions hac been advanced. This 
$14,000,000 deficiency grew out of the issues of 
the Treasury notes authorized by the late Admini- 
stration, and the innbility of the Department to 
negotiate the loan authorized at the special session 
of Congress. . . 

Mr. ARCHER and Mr. PRENTISS, who 
spoke very briefly, took the same view of the 
case, and opposed not oniy the reference to 
either of the standing committees, but to a select 
committee, or to any committee whatever. After 
which - 

The question being on the motion of Mr. CAL- 
HOUN to commit the bill to a select committee, 
he demanded the yeas and nays on that motion; 
which were ordered. 

After a few remarks by Mr. RIVES, who 
wished to divide the question so as to have a vo'e 
on the simple question of commitment, 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr, CaLuoun, to refer the bill to.a select commit- 
tee, and resulied as follows: 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Barrow, Benton, Bu- 
chanan, Calhoun, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, 
Mouton, Pierce, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tappan, Wil- 
lams, Woodbury, and Wright—17. 

YEAS—Mesy.o. Archer, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Graham, Hunt- 
ington, Ker, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, 
Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Sim- 
mons, Smith of Indiana, Southard, White, and 
Woodbridge—24. 

Mr. KING then moved te refer it to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, and demanded ihe yeas 
and nays on that motion, which were ordered. 

Mr. RIVES moved to divide the question, so as 
have the yote first on the motion to commit. The 
question was taken on the motion to commit, and 
resulted in the negative as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Barrow, Benton, Bucha- 
nan, Calhonn, Falton, King, Linn, McRoberts, 
Mouton, Pierce, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tappan, Wil- 
Hams, Woodbury, and Wright—17, 

NAYS—Messis. Archer, Bates, Bayard, Ber- 
rien, Choate, Ciayton, Dixon, Evans, Graham, 
Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miiler, 
Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, 
Simmons, Smith cf Indiana, Southard, White, 
and Woodbridge—25. : 

On motion of Mr. LUNN, the bi!l was then made 
the order of the day for Tuesday three weeks. 

After the introduction cf several bills, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuuspay, Dec. 2], 1841 
The Journal of yester: lay was read and approved. 
POSTAGE. 

Mr. BRIGGS asked leave to offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of abolish- 
ing the franking privilege allowed by existing laws, of reduciag 
the rates of letter postage, regulating and equalizing the post- 
age oa newspapers and pamphlets, and also of fixing the ta- 
riff of postages in Federal eutrency, 
t Mr. W, COST JOHNSON thought that the Jouse had bet. 
tex progeed with the regular business, 
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The SPEAKER said that the resolution, if objected to, could 
not be received. i 

The resolution was not received. — 

Gn motion of Mr. GOODE of Ohio, the report of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, on the subject of certain lands in Ohio, 
(and which report had been called for under a resolution of the 
last session,) was referred to the Contmittee on the Public 
Lands. ~ g oN 2 

REFERENCE OP THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 

The House resumed the consideratign of the following branch 
of the resolution heretofore offered by Mr. FILLMORE: ; 

Resolved, That so much thereof {i. e.: of the Presidents 
message] as relates to the tarif be #eferred to the Committee 
on Manufactures, . 

Which resolution Mr. ATHERTON had heretofore moved to 
amend by striking out the words “Committee on Manufac: 
tures,” and ‘inserting the words “Committee of Ways and 
Means.” j zg 

And the question being on the amendment, . 

Mr. SOLLERS, who, having Yesterday moved the adjourn- 
ment of the House, was consideréd as entitled to the floor, rose 
and addressed the House of thej question of reference, advo- 
cating the motion to refer the glause in the President’s mes- 
sage in relation to an increase $f duties to the Committee on 
Manufactures. 4 

After a few prefatory remafks deprecatory of the expecta- 
tion of any set speech, Mr. S. éxpressed his surprise that on a 
simple question of reference between two standing committees 
of the House the entire policy of a protective tariff should 
have been drawn into discussion, and an effort made to control 
the votes efmembers by their general views for or against such 
a policy. For himself, he should be governed in his vote not 
by the general question of the constitutionality or expedien- 
cy of a tariff for protection, but simply by the nature of the 
functions assigned, respectively, to the two committees in 
question, The Committee on Manufactures had originally 
been raised for the consideration of the question of protective 
duties, and the whole subject of the tariff had always been re- 
ferred to that committee, and never tothe Committe of Ways 
and Means.’ He was indisposed to depart from the established 
practice of the House. Mr. S. said that although a tariff de- 
bate did not legitimately belong to this simple question on refe- 
rence, yet as gentlemen had succeeded in eliciting, to some ex- 
tent, an expression of opinion in different quarters of the House, 
he was not disposed to conceal what were his sentiments in re- 
lation to it. Some gentlemen had taken the ground that even an 
incidental protection of domestic industry was unconstitutional, 
yet our most enlightened statesmen had held and ably defended 
the oppositesentiment, And it was absurd to maintain that this 
Government was so powerless, so utterly nerveless and ineffi- 
cient, as to be unable to extend protection to the industry of its 
own citizens. He declined going into the constitutional argu- 
ment; but insisted that, on a mere view ofexdediency, no period 
could ever be so favorable as the present to regulate and place 
on a permanent basis the protective policy of this country. It 
could now be done with less of collision and difficulty than in any 
past period, Our Treasury was empty ;the Government wascom- 

pelled from unavoidable necessity to devise a system of taxation 
to supply the deficiency in the revenue, and it might with com- 
parative ease be now so arranged that while the direct purpose 
of revenue was secured, incidental protection might at the 
same time be extended to such interests as needed it. Mr.S. 
contended that this was the idea intended by the President in 
that clause of his message which related to the subject of du- 
ties on imports; and so believing, he rendered the President his 
thanks for the recommendation, By a short but conclusive and 
convincing argument the Executive had shown that this could 
be effected. 

Here Mr. S. went into some severe comments on the adverse 
docirines of free trade and a “horizontal” tariff. So faras he 
could understand the gentleman from South Carolina, and 
others who advocated such doctrines, they maintained that in 
laying duties for revenue regard might not constitutionally be 
had even to incidental protection; a more absurd position he 
never had heard advanced. Carry out the principle, and im 
pose one uniform rule of taxation without any discrimination, 
anda tax that would utterly prostrate and destroy some sources 
of revenue would leave others scarce at.all affected: and thus, 
in effect, gentiemen’s boasted principle would, in practice, 
crente that very bugbear they so much dreaded, a protective 
tariff. 

Mr. S. next directed his attack against what is called “the 
forty-bale theory”—a theory which first made its appearance 
in the House in the shape of an illus'ration, by Mr McDuffie, 
of the anti tariff scheme of South Carolina, viz: that the 
producers of exports were the payers of the whole duty on 
imports. This dogma contained the substance of the whole 
theory. Mr. S. utterly denied that it was true in fact, and 
facts, being utterly against it, were sufficient to Hpset the 
whole superstructure, however ingenious. He’ would prove 
the theory false by a reductio ad absurdum. If the position 
of this forty-hale doctrine were true, then it must follow that 
South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, and a few 
more of our Southern States, paid one-half of all the duties 
levied ia the United States, because they raised one-half the 
exports of the country; and then it would follow that these 
were the only States that consumed foreign luxuries. But 
was the fact so? Was it not true that the non-slaveholding 
States consumed more of them than the slavcholding States? 
Was it customary to give these luxuries to the slaves? He 
believed not. But he would carry the proof still further: if 
the doctrine were true, then the 7th Congressional District of 
the State of Maryland ought to consume the whoie of the foreign 
luxuries imported into the State; but to his certain knowledge, 
shis was not so; for he believed the city of Baltimore alone 
consumed more of them than the whole State beside~ay, and 
more, he suspected, than the whole of South Carolina pnt to- 
A more ridiculous theory never was broached by the 
mind of any man than this far-famed furiy-valescheme. Mr. S, 
spoke with warmth against the notion that the ingenuity, skill, 
and patient labor of our own countrymen were not to be pro- 
tected against the injurious competition of foreigners. So jong 
asan American heart should continuc to beat in his bosom, he 
never could yield himself to so revolting a doctrine. He trusted 
to see the products of that skill and industry multiplied a thon- 
sand fold, and furnishing materials for 2 commerce which 
should whiten with its sails every sea, and spread itself to the 
remotest limits ofthe world, To witness such a result, our true 
policy was to cast a shield over the industry of our own people, 
This the Government could do; this it was bound to do. 

Mr. S, here adverted to the absurdity of the policy which 


Sere of the people would before long do it for them. 


would throw open our ports to the manufactures of all the 
world, while, at the same time, our own products were carefully 
and systematically excluded from admission abroad. And on 
this. topic, he adverted to the duties levied on American tobacco, 
which he characterized as openly insulting to the Government 
and people of this country. With many expressions of dis- 
gust and indignation, Mr. S, here went into some details to show 
the actual state of things on this subject, as fixed by the revenue 
laws of different countries in Europe, commenting as he pro- 
ceeded on the enormity of exacting such a tribute from the 
agricuiturists of the United States to fill the exhausted treasu- 
ries of the aristocratic Governments of the old world. It wasa 
condition to which the American people could not longer sub- 
mit without dishonor. And here he took occasion to do justica 
to alate Administration, which had used every effort, by nego- 
tiation and remonstrances, to effect the redress of this great na- 
tional injury, but in vain. In support of this position, he re- 
ferred to, and quoted, communications from Mr. Stevenson, our 
late envoy to Great Britain; from which it appeared that, in re- 
ply to his remonstrances and representations, the British minis. 
try could not but admit the injustice and hardship, and even the 
impolicy of the case; but pleaded, in reply, the delicate and ha. 
zardous nature of the task, especially in the present position of 
that country, of attempting a reduction of foreign duties. The 
maxim of that Government seemed to be that of the dying miser 
to his son: “My sun, get money; honestly, if you can; but, my 
son, get money.” i 

Mr. 8, again adverted to the doctrine of the advacates of 
free trade. They saw and were compelled to admit the fla- 
grant injustice and injury thus done to us by other Govern. 
ments, yet they could not give up their darling maxims: the 
theory must be carried out at all hazards and at every expense. 
However others served us, we must throw open our arms to 
the whole world, and proclaim to all nations, “‘send us all you 
can raise—we will receive it free of all burdens—serve ug 
meanwhile as you like.” For the sake of the pride ofan ab. 
surd and extravagant systern, they were willing to have in- 
flicted the most cruel oppression on a large class of their fellow- 
citizens. He hoped the House would be governed by no such 
wild theories, but would take the proper means to put an end to 
a state of things which was degrading and disgraceful to our 
country. 

Mr. S. here adverted tothe desire professed by Mr. SLADE, 
in his speech of Monday, to have protection extended alike to 
all the industry of the country, whether free labor or slave 
labor. He trusted the gentlemen and his friends would not 
“keep the promise to the ear and break it to the hope” He 
trusted when the law came to be framed that they would not 
turn about, and, having their own interests protected, give the 
go-by to every other section ofthe Union. If they acted like 
true men, he would go with them to the last; but he should re- 
serve himself to see what their course would be. He never 
would consent to protect one interest of the country, and leave 
another, which far more needed protection, wholly unprovided 
for. Gentlemen need not expect this. He never would do it. 
Must Rhode Island have her cotton goods protectes, and Ver- 
mont her sheep, and Pennsylvania her iron, and every State in 
the Union be attended to, and the tobacco of Maryland be passed 
by? He trusted not, Ifthat was the policy of gentlemen it 
could not he known too soon. 

(Mr. Goong, of Ohio, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, 
reported that that committee had examined the bill making ap- 
propriations in part for the civil department for the year 1842, 
and had found the same to be correct. Whereupon the bill 
received the signature of the Speaker.] 

Mr. LINN, of New York, would not stop to inquire whether 
this debate on the general policy of a protective tariff did, or 
did not, legitimately connect itself with the simple question‘as 
to which committee of the House should have charge ofa cer- 
tain clause in the Executive Message, The hanging it on the 
skirts ofso narrowa question seemed the result of that politi. 
cal cunning which is the wisdom of weakness; but, since it 
had commenced, he hoped it would proceed. 

The propositions advanced both by the ultra friends and by 
ultra opponents of a protective tariff were specious, but would 
not bear examination. T'beie were errors on either extreme. 
On the one side were the advocates of what was usually 
termed a high protective tariff, and on theother were those 
who insisted that duties could be laid for revenue, and nothing 
but revenue. For want of having the terms employed on cither 
side more distinctly defined, much confusion of ideas ensued, 
acd much mistaken reasoning; besides which, local views and 
feelings were permitted too largely to interfere. ‘Che tariff 
question was treated rather as a local than as anational con- 
cern. 

‘the high tarifl party were understood by their opponents as 
advocating a tariff laid for protection simply, independent of 
revenue; nay, even against and at the expense of revenue. 
They were supposed to advocate the protection of the interests 
of one portion of the country in opposition to those of another 
section, and to its injury—the manufacturing industry of the 
country at the expense of the great staples of jts production. 
Such a tarif, Mr. L. admitted, would be in opposition to the 
first principles of the Constitution, and against the whole genius 
and spirit of our Government. fd 

On the other side, it was maintained that duties could be 
levied with no view whatever but that of revenue alone. 
They held the maxim that where protection commenced re- 
venue ceased; and, in the opinion of these gentemen, even 
discriminating duties were unconstitutional. This extreme 
was as absord and as objectionable as the former. Andal- 
though the question of a tarif was in some respects a question 
looking to expediency, yet it resolved itself at last into a ques- 
tion of the Constitation. If protection could be shown to be 
strictly constitutional, none could with any show of reason 
refuse to grant it. And was ìt seriously held to be unconst 
tional to protect by our own Government our own domestic in- 
custry from the attacks of foreign Governments, by enac 
countervailing duties? If this was against ihe Cor 
then it was unconstitutional to erect a fort or buj È 
if the clause about “common welfare” would net justify the one, 
that respecting the “common defence” would never warrant the 
other. If we may not protect our own industry lest we violate 
the Constitution, let us level our forts with the ground, and pui 
out all the Hehts ofthe mariner along our coasts. A doctrine 
which implied such resulis never could be a sound interpreia- 
tion of the Constitution. 

The ultra partisans on each side must yleld something, and 
consent to take some middle found; if net, the common 
The 
high tariff! gentemen must content themseives with merely 


gree errant 


discriminating duties, and the hair-splittine sats 

South must consent that a tariff fe" pawns eorstë of the 
as incidentally to ans „<+ revenue might be so shaped 
gentlemen ' eer the purpose of protection. These 
an -+ insisted on a general principle, specious in appear- 
ese, But unsound in its practical application: they contended 
that, where protection began, revenue must end. Asan illus- 
tration, taxe the manufacture of iron. suppose the country to 
bo dependent on importation fér its suppiy, and suppose it to 
be necessary for the Wants of the Government to raise $50,000. 
Congress lays a tax on foreign iron which will amount to 
$100,000, Foreign manufacturers cannot stand this—no iron 
comes in, and of course no duiy iscollected. Very true. But 
the rule was too broad. There wasa protection short of this, 
which in its practical operation would increase consnmption, 
and not destroy revenue. 

If gentlemen had put their maxim in these words, “where 
prohibition commences revenue ceases,” they would have 
spoken the truth; but that alteration would tumble their 
whole specious theory to the ground. The just and proper 
protection of our home industry would he effected by discri- 
minating duties. This mode of protection had ever been 
considered legitimate; it had ever been in practice in this Go- 
vernment, and in all other civilized Governments of the world. 
The only question was, how far these discriminating duties 
should be carried? What foreign articles should we exclude? 
What limits shall we assign to them? What domestic pro- 
ducts should we cherish and foster? Where should we begin, 
aad where should we end? When this view of the matter 
should be taken, light would quickly break in, and the task of 
legislation would become comparatively-easy. Mr. L. was the 
advocate of a protective tariff, hut he wanted some sensible 
meaning to that term; he wanted such protection as could be 
uhderstood; he was for common sense in legistation. 

Mr. L. here observed that he was not unaware that (here was 
a collateral question, which was api to interpose itself and 
which operated as an impediment to fair debate. It was that 
which drew the line between North and South; which per: 
verted the judgment by mixing up loval prejudices with what 
ought to be kept wholly distinct from them; which went to 
guide the decisions of a statesman and a legislator by chain 
and compass, and make him pursue the direction of seogra- 
phical lines. Inthe views Mr. L. took of tha general subject, 
he repudiated all such considerations; his judgment was 
guided by general and national views alone. He went for the 
greatest gaod of the greatest number. He was opposed to 
that legislation in which each law-maker looked only to 
himself and his own immediate region of country. He did 
not like to intermeddle with the interests and feelings of the 
South. Il wasnot a desirable distinction of the labor of cur 
country, into “free labor” and “slave labor.’ He desired to 
hear nosuch distinction. But, if gentlemen insisted on making 
ti, if this discrimination must be forced upon the House, then 
Me. L. rever couki consent so iar to endorse slavery as to 
put the labor of aslave on a par with that of the freeman. If 
the question was forced on him, he must go for the free; if he 
could not stand on neutral ground, where he desired to stand, 
then, upon general principles, he must give the preference to 
the free labor of the North. It was against reason, against the 
nature of things, to expect that the slave was to be placed upon 
the footing of the freeman, whose labor was expended in tilling 
his own soil, Did gentlemen expect such a man was by law to 
be reduced to the level of a slave? Did gentlemen think by any 
legislation to effect a result like this? Could they imagine that 
the freemen of the North would ever submit to be put on a 
par with those who, in consideration of law, were the owners of 
the soulof a man? : 

Mr. STANLY here interposed and called Mr. Liny to order. 

Mr. WISE hoped there would be no interruption of the free- 
dom of debate, 

_ Mr. STANLY. There shallbe, if such language is persisted 
in, Whatever may become of any hopes to the contrary. 

Mr. RHETT wanted to inquire what Southern man had ever 
contended, on that floor, for the doctrine attributed to Southern 
gentlemen by the gentleman from New York? Who had ever 
made such an issue as he stated? 


Mr. LINN replied, that he had not charged Southern gentle- 
men with actually asserting this; but it was to this that their 
principles ied. But he had expressly stated that this question 
ef North and South, of slave and of free Jabor, wasa collateral 
question, not pertaining to the debate; and his objecthad been 
t0 show that the true question might Le debated without touch- 
ing it at all, and that it ought to be wholly avoided. He pro- 
ested against any geographical consideration of the tariff. He 
trusted the subject wouid be looked at in its important connec- 
tion wita the interests of our national industry, both at home 
and abroad. 


Mr. L. here adverted to the effect of a proper adjustment of 
the tariff, as likely to do more toward the regulation of the cur- 
rency and the exchanges of the country, to prevent ruinous 
fluctuations, and check extravagant speculations, than all the 
tiscal azencies that ever could be devised. He would not dwell 
on our distresses; he would not republish to the wortd the shame 
of his country: however blind the gentleman from South Caro- 
Hoa[Mr. Reerr} might affect to be to it, it was written on her 
ead as plainly asever was the mark of Cain, ina ruined 
te, an insolvent Treasury, and a violated and prostrated pub- 
ic credit. The country must change her policy; it must ke 
nar the expense of her slave labor, if that could not be 
avoid We musi, by enlightened, liberal, and decided legis- 
lation, restore the waning health of the body politie. 

Fir. L. said the Moure had been told that the present was to 
ssi question, If tue clause inthe Presidents Message in 
relation to the increase of duties was referred to the Committee 
of Waysaud Means, then the nation was to understand that no 

2 iv sto be looked for. This was an ingenious 
stnical clap-trap, set for catehing hirds of different featber. I 
expecied to catch the Northern Loco Focos, because it was 
it, Whatever might be the interests and wishes oftheir re- 
i they never would be able to resist the po- 
wbtothem. And it wascaloulated no less 
seoguinely that tis same wap would catch the Whigs of the 
Routh, who word peck at thesame bait. What a motiey pha- 
lanx would be presented when the trap was emptied; a proces- 
sion ike th neh came forth from the ark—“every bird of 
every sort?—led on by the redoubtable gentleman from New 
Hanipshire, (Mr. Arimrron,} whose own Stato was so deeply 
interested in anti-taritl doctrines, and brought up in the rear by 
the great and distinguished champion of nullification, (Mr. 
< Ruerr.) But he hoped the Southern Whigs would not be gulled 

“by so grossa device, He trusted they would see— ` 


the- 


8). € 
pucaj bait here held 


SONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


tT were mad idolatry 
To make the service greater than the God.’ 

Tf they were taken in by. these politital uppers, they would 
find that, as soon as their new frietids got their own ends ac- 
complished, they would tuin tail and desert them. They 
would then return to the Wishes and interests of their own 
constituents, and leave their duped allies to shifthow they 
might. Meanwhile, he invited the southern Whigs proper to 
do nothing which would not subserve the Constitution, and pro- 
mote the true interests of their country. 

Mr. RAYNER disclaimed any intention of travelling out of 
the trueand simple question before the House to discuss the 
tariff, The question was one of reference, and it. wotild be 
wholly immaterial Were it nét a test question to ascertain the 
feeling and purpose of that House as toa tariff. The genile- 
man from New York [Mr. Linn] might affect to scout the idea 
of its being a test question, yet such it must be. It was 
purely a test question. Else, how did it happen that all the 
gentlemea who had advocated a reference to the Committee 
on Manufactures, and approved and advocated a protective 
tariff, made an issue between the North and the South, and 
lugged the subject of slavery into the debate, uninvited by 
any southern man? He hoped not to hear on this occasion 
the insolent charge repeated that Southern gentiemen invited 
and pressed on the House a comparison of the merits of free 
and slave labor. That could not be said now. The South stood 
on the vantage ground this time of the party attacked: and, 
finding himself in that position; he should hurl back the mis- 
siles with which he was assailed; and try to give them aug- 
mented force. It mattered little to what committee this portion 
of the message should be sent, or what sort ofareport might 
be made upon it, The House was not committed. They 
would not be obliged to approve of the report. The country 
looked that the permanent future policy of this Government in 
regard to the tariff should be settled at the preseiit session of 
Congress; and they would look to the decision of the-present 
question as an indication of what might be expected. È 

Ifthe proposed increase of duties on imports was to be strictly 
to meet the exigencies of the Treasury, growing out ofa defi- 
cit in the revenue, then Mr. R. saidhe was willing to go not 
merely to the utmost limits of tho compromise act, and lay a 
duty of 20 per cent. but he would increase it to 30, to 40, or to 
100 per cent. if the honor and the actual wants of the country 
should require it. He would stop at 20 percent. only on con- 
dition that morc was not needed fot an economical adminis- 
tation of theGovernmeat. What an sconomical administra- 
tion of the Government was, every män must decide for him- 
self. p 
Putif the increase of the tarif was Jatended solely for the 
protection of domestic manufactures, then he was utterly op- 

osed to any such measure. And he warve@ gentlemen now, 
however much his warning might be disregarded, and perhaps 
gentlemen who were Jetermined to stick to their 
plan atall hazards, that the act would be resisted in its incep- 
tion, in its pregress, and:in its Consuinmation. He did not utter 
this in a vain gasconade—in fact he had heard so much spouted 
herein the Bombastes Furioso style that he felt almost afraid 
of speaking above his breath—he spoke it in ali truth and scber- 
ness, There wasa large section of the country that must- be 
injured by such a proceedin#! and they never would consent 
that the taxing powo of this Governmieni should protect one 
portion of the Confederacy æt the expense of another. His 
constituents were not opposed to manufactures: they had no 
desire to discriminate as against manufactures: far, very far 
from it: on the contrary, he felt that it wasa matter of pride 
and pleasure to every Ainerican patriot to behold them prospe- 
rous and flourishing. But he could not consent they shosld 
flourish at the expense of his own people. And his difficulty 
was, that he was in the belief that, as soon as the Government 
attempted to protect one intcrest, it would necessarily come in 
collision with some other. z . 

Should this part of the message be sent to the Committee on 
Manufactures, he should receive it, and he believed the country 
generally would receive it, as evidence of a wish on the part of 
a majority of this House to protect the Northern manufac- 
turers. If it could not go to the fiscal committee of the House, 
why not send it, as well, to the Committee on Commerce, 
whose peculiar province_it was to foster the interests of com- 
merce? Why notto the Committee on Agriculture. who were 
equally devoted to the interests of agriculture? Not because 
either commerce or agriculture stand in peculiar need of pro- 
tection, but because there is a deficit ia the Treasury. He 
would appeal to every man of candor—why raise this question 
of a protective tariff because there was a deficit in the Trea. 
sury? if the object was to supply revenue i0 meet the deficit, 
why notapply to the Committee of Ways and Means, whose 
express duty tt was to do that very thing? N Rest 

‘But it was insisted that, although the direct object was reve- 
nue for the Treasury, yet taxes for revenue might be made 
discriminating, so as to give an incidental protection to manu- 
factures. A most absurd position. Ik went to sacrifice the 
main object in view to an object remote and incidental merely. 
To use the language of another gentleman, it was “merging 
the raajor in the minor’—-a proceeding clearly against all 
s gic. y 
Shit ns the clause sent to a committee at all? That 
a plan might be considered and matured to accomplish a cer- 
tain end. Well; ought not the main obje@ to be effected be con. 
sidered in the relerence as well as the committee’s action upon 
i? Ought not the plan of the committee, and their report too, 
to have reference to revenue? Andif so, was not the Commit- 
ree of Ways and Means the appropriate committee to devise 
such plan and makesuch report? 

pe eat gentlemen know Oat an argument they were put 
tiog in the hands of the Representatives of the agricul iura 
and the commercial interests? Suppose the auvocates oft i 
tobacco interest should urge and insist on countera 

¿s and wines, on German tinens and B hopi 
cloths, and should, therefore, insiat that the subject should:s 
to the Committee on Agriculture? Or suppose the epre- 
sentatives of the cotton- growing interest should nsise Hat 
the duty on the imports in exchange fer Amerie an cion 
was equal toan export duty en their staple, (a teamie Mre 
R. did not endorse, and on which he now expressed no aie 
pion: he did not, like the gentleman from Maryland E ir 
EoLiERs) understand them, however, as saying ee aie 
Imports were consumed by the producers, but that the es pores 
were decreased in value to the amount of the tax on r orreapon 
ing imports and should insist on its going to the oma a 
on Commerce. Either of these demands would be just as p ans 
sible as that which insisted on sending ix to the Comm: 


Whe, 


laughed at by 


on Manufactures. “Now, gentlemen might disagrée on‘aubor. 
dinate points, but the main object, viz: revenue, should be ever: 
kept in view. They might as well refera clause. touching. 
the increase ofthe army to the Committee on the Territories, 
betause more troops might protett the frontier. Gentiénie 
shotld remember that their argument cüt both ways; it was 
ate edged sword, and they should be careful how ‘they bhan- 
ed its ` 3 Set fae kr 
The gentleman from New York (Mr. Linn] had disclaimed 
all hosttiity to the South, and had ex pressed himself as opposed: 
to drawing lines between North and South.” Mr.R. ‘entirely 


agteed with him; but unfortanately the gentleman’s premi 
and hiš conclusiovis were wide apart, The orly tenable gro 
in this matter of duties was to have all ‘the various interests ‘of .. 
the country to rely on their individual exertions. If they pro: 
tetted tobacco, they would find themselves striking ‘atsomé 
other interests. The gentleman from Maryland (Mr, SOLLERS} 
had looked at the national honor; but if he looked a little ‘closer 
into his heart, perhaps he would find there sclf-intereat overs 
ruling all other.considerations. - That gentleman had been for 
high duties on silks and wines, on cloths and linens; now possi: 
bly he might find that his Northern friends who wént go strong 
for protecting home industry would not relish very high duties 
on these things, because they did not compete so. much with 
domestic manufactures. They would probably prefer taxes 
that more directly protected themselves. ‘Thus it was, the mo- 


ment we legislated for one we came against another. Let gen- i` 


tlemen rather refer the matter to a committee which went for’, 
neither, but wassupposed to be unbiased. | -~ 3 i 

The tariff was to be raised to supply revenue; this was the 
ground taken by all. Now the first question was, how much 
is needed for this purpose? And how would gefitlemen get at the ` 
answer? From the report of the” Secretary of the Treasury, 
And to what committee had that:report been referred: To the. 
Committee on Manufactures. “No; but: to ‘the Committee of 
Ways and faeans. The requisite information was ‘now vefore 
that committee, and the subject should go where the informa. ` 
tion was. , ; 

But the House had been told that this subject should go to 
the Committee on Manufactures because the Committee of 
Ways and Mea ns had so much business before it. No doubt 
it had; but what business could be of greater importance than 
this? i ESI 

[Here some explanations passed between Mr. R. and Mr. 
FILLMORE, chairman of the committee, who denied having. 
ever refused to take charge of the subject.] 

No doubt the gentleman’s objection, trom the mass of busi- 
ness, had arisen from his great modesty; but would the House 
relieve the gentleman and his committee from the amore. 
weighty subject, that they might have time to attend to what 
was of less moment? É : A A 

As tothe argument frómi precedents, it had little. weight, 
Admitting that the subject of the tarif had always heretofore 
gone to the Committee on Manufactures, we were now under 
a new political dispensation. All previous tariff laws, fromt 
1819, when this committee was first raised, downto 1633, had 
been tariifs for proteciien. True, this idea was kept out of, 
sight in the tides of the bills: and the existence of a nationa 
debt furnished a ready excuse for passing them; but the debt 
was under speedy liquidation, and all thoee laws were clearly 
for the protection of manufactures. “Under such circumstances. 
it was right to send the tariff to the Committee on Manufac- 
tures: but since then a compromise act had passed, and it 
looked to the ultimate abandonment ofthe principle ‘of protec+ 
tion; and ic proposed a uniform duty of 20 percent. unless 
more should be needed for an economical administration of the 
Government. The great question now was’ this: Shall wead- 
here to the principles of the compromise act, or shall we: re» 
turn to the doctrine of protection A s 
“Mr. R. abstained festa entering on the question of the tariff į 
and when he spoke cfa uniform duty of 20 per cent. he’ di 
not wish to be understood as being in favor of what what was, 
called a “ horizontal tariff)” he thought there should be some: 
exceptions. But still, the question was, whether to adhere: to`; 
the compromise act, or go back to the exploded doctrine of: 
protection. nee eT ee 
Pr R said he was opposed to discriminating: duties for pro. 
tection. He didnot envy the manufacturing interest, nor would 
he deprive them of the incidental protection which they must 
unavoidably derive from a uniform duty They, and they 
alone, would ve protected by that qaty. Jf 20 per cent. was 
not enough for the purposes ol revenue, he would go for 50 per 
cent. and manufactures wonld get the whole benefit. At 
Jeast, it was a mooted point whether other interests would 
derive any proteciion; but that manufactures must, was pal- 
Oe tore concluding, Mr. R. would sotice another argument 
which had been brought forward,and on which much stress had 
been laid, viz: that incidental protection was recommended by 
the President. What the views of the President actually were 
on the matter, he knew not and cared not, That he seemed to 
be for discriminating duties every one not blind must see. | 
{Here he quoted the message. ] But whether he. really 
was so, he must leave to the Presidents friend: Theadvocates 

/ protection were welcome to Ms aia. ng th 
Ious to do 'with his personal views in the matter? Bow often 
must this opinion of the President be lugged into that DUT 
How far would the subserviency of some, gent emon 
carry them? Mast the views of the Executive - Pins 
sulted on every wiling mutter, evea to the duenian i Ta 
ferring a paper toa com mittee? It il became the repred enta 
ives of a sree people and a great party, whose mo cde he ade 
renee to Fxecutive dictation. My. R. demure EA 
P $ but denjen the conclusion. He 3 sited ne 
President was for prorection—not that exactly-— pated ue 
aid he was; but he denied thet therefore tos ae rated 

the Committee on Manufactares. Unten ad FTE 
x House wouldat length becpme a mere Jus 


ster Executive edicts. coy t 
ae word to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, fom the 
ch district. ‘That gentleman hart done his ae Gn; 
vort this | ‘ reference intoa part e 
called on the Whig party =a pariy in 
ad, itseemed, lust ali conte a Stic 
Ea ‘Ve would ask that gentleman whet. er the Whig party 
alonein Pennsylvania were for protecuion. © reth i 
S nota ereat Democratic party who ad? ocated in in A 
sows day. and afierwards ran a man for F ‘resident aes a 
voted for the high protective tariff of 1928? And a be net e 
had been defeated? The gentleman seemed te? forget D k T 
was any other partof the United States in & xistence but the 


But what had the © 
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Brate of Penosylvation.. Did he not suppose that the Whig 
party of the South had any say in this mauer? Or were their 
views and wishes to be wholly disregarded? The gentleman 
might as wel! appeal to the Whigs of the Southto secure the 
protection of agriculture by laying duties on iron, on salt, on 
sagar and molasses. Iron was more ‘indispénsabie tv the poor 
idn than coffee or tea, on which such holy sympathy had been 


‘yaanilested in his behalf} but the gentleman was Willing-the - 
poor farmer should pay a high duty oi hia plough, yet he must 


ave his cup of coffee rree.. -, . 

Had the Whig party ever pledged itself, as a party, in favor 
of protection? . No. - But there was one pledge. which it had 
openly made in every State, and county, and city, and hamlet 
of the land—a pledge to give the country a fiscal agent, and to 
reform the currency. He called on the ‘geneman from Penn- 
syl¥ania (Mn. Irwin) to comeup to his pledge—-to reform the 
chrrency—and. that without regard to Executive dictation. 
‘Was the gentleman ready to. redeem that pledge? When he 
had done that, it would be in somewhat better taste to call on 
the Whigs to protect domestic industry. But the gentleman 
was mistaken. The taviffnever would or could become a party 
question, and so he would find. 

The gentleman from New York [Mr. Linn] had spoken not 
very respéctfuily of the gentleman from New Llampshire, 
(ME. ATHERTON,] who had. moved this resolution. Though 
that gentleman was not of Mr. R’s party, he thanked him 
heartily. for the motion he.had made.” It would show, if the 
gentleman’s subsequent course corresponded to it, that this 
could no more be made a party question than could Abolition. 

Jn conclusion, Mr. R. disclaimed to “speak for the South” 
~he had heard that done till he had been often disgusted—but 
he would say that he believed there was a large portion of the 
people of these United States who never would consent to see 
one great interest in the country protected and fostered at the 
expense of another; and he beheved it would finally come to be 
understood that while they did not themselves ask for protec- 
tion ofany kind, they did not intend to submit to unequal and 
onerous exaction. E ` 

Mr. ATHERTON next obtained the floor; but the point was 
yaised by Mr. ButiEr, of South Carolina, and gave rise to con- 
versation between. various members and the Speaker, that Mr. 
A. according to the rules, was not entitled the floor, he having 
moved the amendment before the House, and having, at that 
time, submitted some remarks, Mr. A, yielded the floor to 

Mr. WM. BUTLER of South Carolina, who proposed to 
make a brief reply to some remarks which had fallen from 
gentlemen who had preceded him.. So far as the isolated ques- 
tion now at issue was concerned, he censidered of very litle 
importance to which committee the reference of this portion of 
the message should be made. So far as the composition of the 
two committees was concerned, there was little difference in 
them; but, on the ground of principle, all questions relating to 
revenue should properly be referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, . Ifthe question wasseuled that they should Jay a 
tariff of duties for the protection of manufactures, it would be 
proper to make the reference to the Committee on Manufac- 
tures. But such, he understood, was not the case. ‘This was 
said to be a tariff for revenue, or a tariff to raise means by which 
to carry on the operations of Government. That being its 
character and object, there wasno reason why they should as- 
sign itto a committee whose object and organization was the 
protection of manufactures. 

The gentlemana from Maryland (Mr. Sorners] had a very 
summary method of disposing of all particulars in the way of 
his conclusions. He had made allusions to the State of South 
Carolina. He had said that State was occupied by a few 
heretical theories; but he had not examined them; he had de- 
elared, insimple denunciation only, that the opinions enter- 
tained in South Carolina were ridicalousand absurd. He had 
not only not examined the character and principles of South 
Carolina, but he had misrepresented them. There was no 
party in South Carolina that was hostile to manufactures, or 
disposed to destroy or demolish them, They were as friendly 
to manufactures as any portion of this country; but not so 
friendly to them as to be willing to have their interests taxed 
for the benefit of manufactures—as to be willing to see manu- 
factures forced into existence by destroying all other interests. 
They were willing tasee manniactures live and flourish, and no 
people would rejoice more atit; but they were unwilling to see 
it done at the expense of their interests. Gentlemen had taken 
occasion to allude to the course of South Carolina on this subject 
insuch a manner as clearly proved that they did not understand 
her principles. If, in the examination of the course that has 
been taken by South Carolina, they attacked her principles, let 
it be done with fair argument and reasoning, and not with ge- 
nunciation. . 

The gentleman from Vermont (Mv. Srape] did not under- 
stand the principles of South Carolina, or appreciate her patri- 
otism or devotion to the interests of the whole Union. That 
gentleman had taken for his text certainly a very isolated fact, 
that the mess: of every President o! the United States since 
the organization of Government, bad favored protection; andon 
that had brought up an argument that manufactures were to be 
protected. He (Mr. B.) had | great attention to 
hear either gentleman say w meant by protection: and he 
had not heard it alluded toy Did they mean io carry the 
duties beyond twenty per cent.—or lay the whole burden on a 
few articles, and leave others free? Uf they did, he protested 
against it, So faras they were conc red in South Carolina, 
they would not discriminate aga 
of macufaciures: they were deposed 
ing, agricu Mmi 
footings they were unwilling io be taxe 
manufactures, 

Allusion had been made to one subject he had hoped would 
have been kept out of consideration. One gentleman had 
said that in any question in which slave and free labor might 
be concerned, he would make a discrimination in favor oi itee 
labor. He (Mr. B.) would not regard this otherwise than 
robbery. It was proposing to dist gard the obligations of the 
Constitution, of good farh, and of common honesty, and plun- 
der them (ihe Sou:b) of their property, under this fiendish feel- 
ing of an abolition spirit, Was such iangnage to be heard on 
this floor, that in any question in which siave and free tabor 
were concerned, there should be a discrimination In favor of 
free labor? The highway robber never utiered a broader prm- 
ciple of plunder and robbery than this, from gentlemen ksow- 


ir own 
ciass of 


ing that they (che South) were guarantied by the Constitution | 


ofthe United States in the full possession of this propecty, and 
that thie property should be secure to them; that they were to 
be allowed the same privileges under the Constitution, and that 
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was the ground on which this Constitution was ratified by South 
Carolina, that they.(the North) had with respect id their free 
labor. And now the-unblushing effrontery was exercised bz 
the gentleman, to come on this floor, and say that he would 
disregard all these. obligations, and destroy their property, 
sooner tbati his favorite interests should not be protected. 

Mr. LINN. requested the foor for an explanation; which be- 
ing granted, he said that the gentlerian from South Carolina had 
been either very inattentive, or had entirely forgotten what he 
(Mr. L.) had said. He did not in the first instance, or finally, 
make the distinction between slave and free lahor. He had ex- 
pressed his regret that this issue Was so unnecessarily made be- 
fore them on this and kindred questions. and had then said if 
this issue must be made—if in the adjustment of the tariff the 
question was, which system shall you support, the free or 
slave system? he felt hound, in duty and conscience, to go in 
favor of the free system; and he trusted, as an American 
citizen, he might be permitted to avow these principles on this 


floor. ; 

Mr. BUTLER continued. Be had misunderstood the gentle- 
man. The gentleman had put the condition that if this ques- 
tion were raised, he should take the side which he said he was 
boundto take in philanthropy; it was against this sentiment that 
he (Mr. B.) had contended—a sentiment which common hones- 
ty, good faith, and all regard to constitutional obligations would 
never sanction. No man who had watched the course of things 
in this Government, and the circumstances in which the Consti- 
tution was ratified by the States, could deny the fact that slave 
labor came into this Government exactly on the very footing 
with other labor. 

The-gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. Ranpotrr] and the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Irwin} had called on the 
Whigs of the South to rally under their standard, and support 
protection. He, (Mr. B.) as one of the Whig party, never ap- 
peared with such a standard; he recognised none such; he had 
come forward to correct the abuses of this Government, which 
they (the Whigs) believed had crept into every crevice and de- 
partment of this Government. They believed the finances of 
this country were deranged, that the currency, had been affected 
ty the operation of this Government, and he had come forward 
to assist them to remove these difficulties; but he had never ex- 
pected to be hailed by gentlemen from the North, in this bold 
and barefaced effrontery, to come forward and assist them in 
laying taxes on the South, for the benefit of Northern labor. 
Genuemen had said they were for protecting domestic labor, 
meaning to exclude slave labor. They would say, as a gentle- 
man had remarked yesterday, that South Carolina might be 
considered in this country under peculiar circumstances, but 
not when the question of free and slave labor was considered, 
All duties laid by this Government on foreign articles were to 
that extent a benefit and assistance to domestic manufactures, 
whether the duty was ten, fifteen, twenty, or twenty- five per 
cent. ‘ihe moment they carried the duty to such an extent as 
to prohibit the introduction of foreign articles, it was exclusive- 
Jy a duty for protection and not for revenue, and the very ob- 
ject of Government would be directed to the protection of ma- 
nufaciires. As understood, the question now submitted was, 
whether, inthis adjustment of the tariff, they would confine it 
to the purpose of raising revenue necessary for the most eco- 
nomical administration of Government. 


Thus far he was as willing to go as any body; he was in 
favor of sucha tariff; but the moment they transcended it, they 
carried duties so high as not only to destroy revenue, but ex- 
clude foreign articles, and this he could never sanction. Letit 
be called a tariff for revenue, by its proper name, and it would 
be understood; if they did not intend such a tariffas was laid 
in 1828, which was said to be a ‘tariff for revenue, when its 
whole character was for protection—ifthey would come for- 
ward and lay a tariff of duties for the support of this Govern- 
ment, he would most cordially vote for such a tariff} and sub- 
scribe to its doctrines, 


Allusion had been made to the protection the South receives 
on her cotton; but he had heard no gentleman pretend to inti- 
mate that this was not merely a nominal duty. Whence 
might the South expect to meet competition for her cotton? 
It had been said, from the East Indies; but this was not now the 
and it was not probable itsoon would be. The duty on cotton case, 
was merely a nominal duty. The gentleman from Vermont 
{Mr. SLADE] had gone into distant faturity, and pregnosticaied 
what would be the state of case hereafter. He had differed 
with some in one particuiar; he had not definitely fixed the time 
when the event would happen, but had said “the time was not 
far distant” when the South would appear in this Hall with 
appeals for the protection of manufactures. He, Mr. B. could 
not say whether the gentieman was correct, but he now saw no 
indications of the kind whatever; he was not able to contest the 
question when it would happen. 


One question that had arisen in this discussion was, whether 
the President, in his annual communication, had favored pro- 
tection. or only recommended a tatiff for revenue. This was 
perfectly immaterial; whatever might be the opinion of the 
President on this subject was not proper to be introduced inta 
debate; they must meet the question fairly, without regard to 
the opinion ofthe P. dent. 

So far as he ily. B.) was concerned, he professed to be go- 
verned by acopinion the President wight declare bere or else- 
where. Jf the former history of his {the President’s] life had 
been against protection, Mr. B. should regret that since his ele- 
vation to ihe Presidency he should have changed his opinion 
acd fallen into the cou vf other people, so that they might 
not have the benefit of din epposition to protection. 
tr. T LER having concluded— 

Mr LL of Kentucky obtained the floor—but gave 
way to a mot 


B that the Konse do now adjourn. 

oft CAKER My. S. waived his motion 
for the moment, and the SPEAKER laid before the House the 
following communications: 

: ort from the Secretary of the Treasury, in cemplance 
with a resolation of this House, in relation to the “Board of Eg- 
chequer.” 


y f custom-lvuse; laid on 
the table and ordered to be printed. ie 

Also, a communication from the Secretary of State, trans- 
j miting an abstract of American registered seamen in.each port 


= 


ofentry of the United States, from the Ist of October, 1840, to 
September 30, 1841; read and laid upon the table. 

Onmotion of Mr. ANDREWS, of Kentucky (submitted on 
Jeavey certain papers having reference to a claim (name not 
heard) were referred to the Committee of Claims. : 

On leave given, Mr. BABCOCK submitted a motion, pro- 
viding that the papers in the case of John Smith, (as the Repor- 
ter understood,) an applicant for a pension, be taken from the 
files, and referred; which motion was agreed to. ay 

The motion of Mr. SoLLERS was then put, and prevailing— 

The House adjourned, i 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Connecticut presented the following peti- 


tions in the House: j 
From citizens of the towns of Groton and Stonington, asking 


an appropriatian for removing obstructions in Mystic river: 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
From Betsy Beebee, for a pension: referred to the Committee 


on Revolutionary Pensions. g 
From Daniel Penhallow, fora pension: referred to the Com- 


mittee on Invalid Pensions. 
The following petitions were presented by Mr. LEVY, De- 


cember 16. oe eae 

The petition of Alexander Watson, praying indemnification 
for certain losses: referred to the Committee of Claims. f 

The petition of Mary Weedman, setting forth her suffering 
and losses by the Indian hostilities in Florida, and praying re» 
lief: referred to the Committee of Claims. ys 

The memorial of members of the bar and citizens of East 
Florida, recommending appropriation for the relief of Judge of 
Superior Court of East Florida: referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. A . 

The petitionof Joseph E. Caro, praying compensation for 
certain services performed by direction of an act of Congress: 
referied to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The ptesentments of the-Grand Jury of Key - recom 
mending appropriations to build marine hospital, and jail, and 
court-house:; referred to the Committee onthe Judiciary. 


. Mr. Warren of Georgia attended in his place in the House 
of Representatives to-day. ; 


. IN SENATE, 
‘Wenpnespay, December 22, 1841. 

Mr: HENDERSON, Senator from Mississippi, 
appeared in his seat to day. 

Petitions were presented— 

By Mr. MOREHEAD : from citizens of Paris, 
Ky.: referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, from citizens of Louisiana : referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. CHOATE: Papers to be taken from the 
files, in the case of Amy Babbitt, for pension : re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

By Mr. RIVES: The petition of John and 
Henry Banks, to be taken from the files, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, 

By Mr. PRESTON: from Edward W. Andrews: 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. McROBERTS: the petitions of citizens 
of Illinois, fora mail route from Dixon, by the 
Rapids, Porthand, and Brandenburg, to Rock Isl- 
and, in that State: referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Pest Roads. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Vermillion county, 
Ilinois, for the establishment of a mail route from 
Georgetown to Chillicothe, in eaid State: referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Also, the petition of Philo Hale, Esq. and others, 
relative to a railroad from Buffalo, in the State of 
New York, to the Mississippi river, in the Siate of 
Illinois: referred to the Committee on Roads and 
Canals. 

By Mr. WOODBRIDGE: From citizens of 
Michigan, praying an improvement of the harbor 
of New Buffalo, to prevent the loss of property, 
&c. referred to the Comixittee on Commerce. 

By Mr. BUCHANAN: From John Council and 
others, citizens of Erie, Pennsyivania, praying that 
the improvements of the harbor, which have for 
some time been suspended, may be completed, in 
accordance with ths plans and estimates of the en- 
gineers, &c. Mr. Bucuansn showed the impor- 
tance of the improvement ot this harbor in a mili 
tary point of view, being the oniy one in cage of 
war, where a fleet could be fitted out on the Jakes: 
referred to the Commitiee on commerce. 

On motion by Mr. SMITH of Indiana, 

Ordered, That the petition of Naney Hickman 
be taken from the files, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

On mo jon by Mr. ALLEN, 

Ordered, That the petition of George C. Thomp- 
son be taken from the Ales, and referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affvirs, 

By Mr. MERRICK: The pethioa ef Richard 
=, praying compensation for instruments 
and charts furnished: referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, 


By Mr. DIXON: The petition of Caleb Eddy, 
praying the drawback forfeited in a certain case 
from omission of duty, &c.: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. a 

By Mr. WOODBURY: The petition of Ed- 
ward Fuller: referred to the Committee on Naval 

Affairs. i 

Petitions were also presented by Mr. BENTON, 

Mr. FULTON, and Mr. LINN; the names of the 
petitioners, or thé purport of the petitions, were not 
heard» 

SEIZURE OF AMERICAN PROPERTY. 
Mr. BARROW presented amemoria! from the 

New Orleans Insurance Company. He stated that 
it related 10 a matter of much importance, which 
must necessarily cieate a gréat excitement through- 
owt the pation. e memprialists stated that last 
year a vessel (the Formosa) sailed from R.chmond, 
in the State of Virginia, Pound for New Orieans, 
and that they had ingured fhirty-eight slaves against 
capture, seizure, of deténtion of the property. 
While the vessel Was én its way, it was obliged, 
by stress of weather, t timto the port of Nassau; 
New Providence, in th@ British Colonies. While 
moored at that port, thégvessel was boarded by per- 
sons dressed in the unifarm of British soldiers, and 
the slaves were iaken away, contrary to the protesta- 
tions of the crew aad the passengers on board. Some- 
thing like a judicial proceeding was there bad, 
which resulied in the libtration of the slaves, These 
slaves belonged to Mr. Templeman, who was re- 
moving from Virginia to Louisiana, and were in- 
sured by two several companies. One of the 
companies;had paid the insurance, but the other, 
from which this memorial came, had refused to do 
sot and in consequence, Mr. Templeman had 
brought a suit against it for the recovery of the 
money due for the insurance against risk, capture, 
seizure, or detention of property. 2 was satisfied 
that this subject might invelve the question of peace 
or war between this cottntry and Great Britain, 
and it was important that the matter should be 
taken up by Congress and acted upon at once, £0 
that it might be settled whether the British Govern- 
ment had a right to do what they who lived in the 
South denied to their own Goyernment—and that 
was, the right bf suppressing the slave trade be- 
tween the States, He therefore moved that the mz 
morial be printed. and referred to jhe Committee 
on, Foreign Relations. 

Mr. CALHOUN seconded the motion. He called 
the attention fot ohly of Senators, but of the whole 
country, to the importance of this question. The 
ease of the Enterprise was fresh in ihe recollection 
ef the Senaie, in regard to which ke had moved a 
series of resolutions, asserting the rights of nations, 
and which were passed unanimously, with the ex- 
ception of a singie dissentient voice. There was a 
more serious case of the seizure of properly en 
poard the Creole. He denounced the principles 
maintained by Great Britain in this case, and more 
especiaily in the case of the Creole, as she most 
dangerous innovation on national rights and na- 
tional honor ever claimed by one independent 
power of another. Yet, strange to tell, notwith- 
sianding the reiterated outrages of this nation on 
tbe coast of Africa, this Government bas not been 
induced by a proper sense of national honor to in- 
ierfere with that promptness and energy which 
would kave cffectuaily prevented their recurrence. 
Isit not time thattbis question was settled, and 
that it should be known whether this Government 
will extend its protection to the property of its own 
citizens? He bad much to say on this exciting 
subject; but perhaps this was not the proper occa- 
sion, being a mere motion of reference. Such an 


occasion will perhaps more properly present itself ; 


when the case of the Creole comes up. He did 
hope, however, that if this motion should consign 
the question to the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
that committee will give the whole subject that due 
consideration which itsimportance demands. This 
was necessary, that the citizens of this country 
should know on what footing of security they stand 
in relation io the profecion which ibe Govern. 
ment will extend to them and their property. 

Mr. KING spoke with some feeling of the injus- 
tice of England, and of her many outrages against 
the settled principles of the laws of nations; and ce- 
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nounced her arbitrary pretensions with reference to 
the question of slavery. He solemnly believed, if 
she continued to commit sich owtrages as the one 
referred to in the memorial, and the more recent 
one of the Creole, by which it appears that slaves 
in a state of mutiny were šeñt to one of the British 
islands to prevent their return to their owners, that 
notbing could prevent collision between the two 
nations. The: section of country from which he 
carie Would not much longer submit to it, He be- 
lieved the subject should be taken üp by the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations ina solemn manner, 
and reported upon, that England miglit see the de- 
terminatisa of this ceuntry. He hoped that that 
committee would look into the matter, and ask 
the State Department for the correspondence which 
may have taken place betweeh two Governments, 
in order tọ ascertain how far the rights of Ameri- 
can citizens were to be protected. Ii was by 
the vninterrupted commission of such acts as 
these that the British Government is emboldened 
to withhold our territory; aiid, ünless that Govern- 
mëñt should retrace hef steps, the time was not far 
off when the question of war must inevitably arise. 
It was high time that the. laws of nations should be 
enforced-against her, to show her bow far the rights 
of property and our flag are to be respected. The 
grasping spirit of that power—the assumed juris- 
dicticn over the question of slavery, and the ifno- 
vation on international law by the search of Ame- 
rican vessels on the coast of Africa, independent 
ef all other causes, he argued, must be productive 
of serious difficulties between the two nations. 
He hoped the memorial would be referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, and would also 
b2 printed. 

Mr. PRESTON admitted the question to be of 
great importance, and he felt the necessity of look- 
ing at it. with the greatest attention; but he could 
not say that he considered it të be a éause for se- 
rious collision between the two countries, for the 
reason that the dictates of the law of nations would 
almost forbid such a consequence; and, as the Bri- 
tish Government had lately fallen to the care of a 
new Ministry, he thought that there was some rea- 
son to believe that the decisions of the former Bris 
tish Cabinet, with regard to the seizure of slaves, 


would be reversed, ör at least that some imodifica- 
tion would be made that would avoid a collision 
between the two countries. Although be knew 
that the terapet of the nation was exasperated; he 
would not permit himself to believe that the ev- 
lightened nation of Great Britain, the destinies of 
which were in the hands of liberal ministers, 
would ever come into collision with this country 
on poiats not doubifal, and oñ points which could 
be reconciled. A hostile collision, in his opinicn, 
was very remote; but while he desired to preserve 
amicable relations between the two Governments, 
he should not permit these impressions to prevent 
him from entertaining a just view of the entire 
subject; and he held it to be the part of wisdom, 
as well as of patriotism, to keep our country al- 
ways ready. 

Mr. RIVES was opnosed to this incidental and 
premature discussion. He understood ine memo- 
rial which had been presented by the Senator from 
Louisiana as asking from the Government indem- 
nity for the loss of slaves carried by pirates to the 
British West India islands. Many cases of this 
sort had cecurred, and had always created contro- 
vergies between the United States and Great Bri- 
tain. He was sorry his remarks yesterday had 
peen taken in so grave a sense as they had been, 
as he had not undertaken to be understocd as say- 
ing that a collision between the two conntries was 
highly probable. He had only intended to state the 
present condition of the country, and assert that a 
continuance of peace was imminently precerious; 
zo raach so, that the country should be placed in an 
atitude of defence. He meant to say nothing more 
than that; and, as a cillzen of a free country, 
he could never consent to have it held in abey- 
ance to a foreign power. The affair of the 
Caroline was stilt unseitled; and, judging 
from the reports from the Executive Departments, 
it was in a very unpromising condition, This, 
taken in connection with the boundary questicn, 
the seizure of our vessels on the coast of Africa, 


a 


rendered it impossible for gentlemen to suppose 


that they could rest in a peaceful security; and this 
admonished them to make preparations for the 
country’s defence. He wished it to be distinedy: 


understood that he had had no communiestioit. 
with tbe Cabinet on. this subject, but he had~spo~. 


' ken from the facts as furnished in the documents 


from the Departments. ‘The whole. of | this: ques- 
tion might come up again; and he would say to: 
the Senator from Louisiana [Mr Bannow] that: 
this subject ought not to bé agitated thus premas - 
turely. He locked at the affair of the: Creole as: 
more grave arid important than the subjectt0 
which the memorial referred. He was willing; 
however, if it was the pieasure of the Senate; that 
the subject should be taken up and examined; 86 
that it might be ascertained what was the most pro~ 
per course now to pursue. E 
Mr. CALHOUN expressed his extreme. regret 
that so much had been said about a war with 
Great Britain. He had not intended to spealk > 
upon that subject, büt as gentlemen had delivered 
their views, he would give his. His own impres- 
sion was, that with proper conduct on our part, 
there would be but little danger of immediate con-' 
fict, because i: was well known. that there: was'in 
hoth countries a large peace party who were, de=: 
termined to, prpserve peace as long as itean be: 
maintained with honor; but, if there should be a 
war, it would be becabse this country wanted a due 
foresight to secure common respect— because of a 
failure to take prompt and energetic steps, such as- 
should have been taken tong since, t0 arrest. the 
ageressions and innovalions of that power. The 
first st-p to insure this, was to reform the Admi- 
nistration, It, was declared, on all hands; 
that the country was in no better condition 
than it was in 1812; and this, too, attef 
expending millions upon millions of dollars! 
What volumes did that speak? He did not, how- 
ever, believe in the reckless condition of the cotine 
try, but he believed one thing, and that was, thet 
much of the public money bad been expended, 
and never accounted for. He believed that much 
might be saved by a just and scrutinizing economy. 
All the Departments ought to be held to a striet ac- 
count. The effect of disttibuting the surplus reve- 
nue, which grew out of the tarif of 1832, was now 
corning in upon them; and he would here remark; 
that he considered that part of the report of the Se: 
cretary of the Treasury inrelation to the ‘tariff as 
ail slang and ignorance’, which he did not expect 
from that source. Hebad a great respect for that 
individual, and had réad his report with mach at. 
tention. He concurred with the Senater from ` 
Virginia in bis remarks with respect to the Creole. 
He had twenty statements about itall sworn to, 
and complete—and he had also the British ac- 
counts. He heid this to be the most atrocious 
outrage ever perpetrated on the American people; 
and as soon as they should get full informattot 
upon the subject, they onght to demand that those 
who committed the piracy be delivered to this Go- 
vernment. He wanted the country to be true to 
itself; let there be no division; and he trusted that - 
the British Government would come to some ar- 
rangement to guard the interests of this Republic; 
and, if they should not obtain Justice, he 
would lock to every man, with an Ameri- 
can heart, to raise his hand against oppřessidn. 
Mr BARROW said that, as the representative o! 
:~Aividuals who bad addressed the memorial to 
mea -as not willing that they should sub- 
Congress, he w~”, “a foreign power. It was 
mit to the Injustieé Oo ~ ah their agents, 
high time that the pecpis, throu, -<-t before 
should express their views upoñ the subjes- a 
the Senate; and it was the duty of the Committe. 
on Foreign Kelations to present to the Senate and 
the people the tree principles of international law, 
which they should maintain at all hazards. ‘The 
people of the South were the last to submit to the 
precaricus principles of internatienar jaw, aS ex 
plained by Great Britain, the Govercment of which 
draws a Qetinetion between saves and goods, 
wares and merchandise; and hecanse she hi 
abolished slavery, she wei not rect grise the 
principles which Southern men assert. They 
knew that the transfer of slaves from one South- 
em State to another was an every day’s og 


eur and if (hése contemptible British’ 
subjects at Nassati weré permitted to seize, 
seize, by force of arms, and slaves belonging to 
American. jcitizens, ana liberating them, the 
South would be compelled to m Cit armamenis 
and destroy Nassau, and also the towns wif? 
trampled under foot the laws of nations and the 
rights. of American citizens. This seizure of do- 
mestic property’ was not. more high-handed than if 
the British placed cruisers at the mouth of the Che- 
sapeake, or at the mouth of any other harbor, and 
seized on slaves for the purpose of taking them to 
Jamaica or to the Bahamas. 

Mr. RIVES remarked, that so far as he was con- 
cerned, he was willing that the subject should be 
referred:'to the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
where it would receive all due attention. With re- 
gard to the general opinion which the Senator from 
Louisiana wished to obtain, he would observe that 
all the circumstances in the case of the Enterprise 
were on a former occasion laid before the Senate, 
and that the resolutions of the Senator from South 
Carolina [Mr. Catnoun] in vindication of the 
rights of the American Government, in reference to 
that subject, had been adopted unanimously. 


The question was then taken on referring the 


memorial to the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
and it was decided in the affirmative. | 
‘TAX ON BANK NOTES, 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a com- 
munication from the Treasury Department, in an- 
swer to a resolution adopted on the 20'h of Septem- 
ber, 1841, enclosing a statement showing the an- 
nual product of taxes on bank notes and bills of 
exchange, according to the act of 1813, which was 
repealed in 1817. 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, ordered tote 
printed and lie on the tabis. 

BILLS REPORTED FROM COMMITTES. 
f Mr. PRESTON, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, reported back to the Senate without 
amendment, a bill to provide for the payment of 
the balance due to the Sia'e of Louisiana, for rais- 
ing and equippiog a regiment of volunteer militia, 
mustered into the service of the United States in 
1836 for the Florida war. 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported back to the Senate without amend- 
ment, the bill for the relief of the heirs of Daniel 
Pettibone, deceased. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee of Finance, 
report d back to the Senate without amendment, 
the bili to authorize the payment of equitable com- 
missions tothe agents and attorneys in whose 
favor awards have been made under several trea- 
ties between the United States and certain foreign 
powers, which awards have been retained in the 
Treasury in payment of debts due the United 
States. 


BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE, READ THE SECOND 
TIME BY SPECIAL REQUES!S, AND REFERRED, 
By Mr. FULTON: A bill te authorize certain 

inhabitants of Arkansas to locate lands in lieu 

of those taken by the Government for military 
purposes: referred to the Committee on Private 

Land Claims. 

A bill to authorize the inhabitants of township 
eight north, of range thirty-two west, in the State 
of Arkansas, to enter a section of land in hen of 
the sixteenth section in said township, upon cendi- 
tion that the same is susrendered to the Sate for 
ordinary purposes: referred to the Committee on 
Public Lends, 

A bili to authorize the inhabitanis of fractional 
township ten south, of range one east, to enter ore- 
half section of lan i for school purposes: referred to 
the Committee on Pablic Lands. 

A bill to perfect tides to certain traets of land 
in the State of Aransas: referred to the Committee 
on Private Land Clanns. 

By Mr. KING: A bill regu'ating eommereial in- 
terc nse with the ports of Cyane in the Colony 
of French Guiana, and to nit certain duties: 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. CALHOUN: A bill for the relief of the 
legal representatives of John De Pesville: referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

By Mr. MOUTON: A bill to confirm certain land 
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claims in the Ouachita land district in the State of 
Louisiana. f i $ : 

A bill confirming the claim of Jeai Baptiste Le- 
comte to a tract of land in Louisiana. 

A bill for the relief of the legal. representatives 
of Therese Malette, widow of Gaspar Pinole. 

à bill for the relief of John Compton, assignee 
and representa. Ve of Garrigues Flaujac. 

A bill for the retier or y 18” Belgar. 

A bill for the relief of Pierre Bavein. 

A bill for the relief of Charles Morgan, of Loui- 
siana. 

A bill for the relief of Charles Morgan. 

A bill confirming the claims of the heirs and 
legal representatives of Pierre Dolette, deceased, to 
a tract of land in Louisiana. 

A bill for the relief of Wm. Conway. 

A bill toconfirm claims to lands in the district 
between the Rio Fonde and Sabine rivers. 

These bills were severally referred to the Commit- 
tee on Private Land Claims. 

. By Mr. PRESTON: A bill for the relief of the 
executors of Thomas Cooper, deceased: referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

STATUE OF WASHINGTON. 

Mr. PRESTON asked leave to introduce a re- 
solution to appoint a joint committee to superintend 
the placing of the statue in the rotundo, and to di- 
rect the details of the pedestal. In presenting this 
resolution, he took occasion to say that the present 
position of the statue exhibits it in a most un‘avo~ 
rable, and indeed painful point of view, being di- 
rectly under the centre light, throwing the counte- 
nance and neck into a cross shadow, which is re- 
moved atno time of the day. Besides, the pedes- 
tal is so high that a just point of view cannot be ob- 
tained while it occupies the centre. It is known 
that the artist never intended it for this central po- 
sition, and it is due to him, to the subject, and to 
the publie taste, that every advantage of position 
be given to this monument of national gratitude 
and nationalart. Hedid not pretend to any skill 
in matters of taste or the fine arts, and could esti- 
mate such productions only by the effec! produced 
upon his natural sensibilities; and, estimating 
this statue in that way, he would take upon himself 
to say, that having seen most of the standard 
works of ancient and modern sculpture, he had 
hardly ever been impressed with a deeper convic- 
tion of the power of the art, or a greater admira- 
tion of its achievements, than by this sculpture. 
Tn short, (said Mr. P.) I consider itas a very no- 
ble work, worthy of the national gratitude, which 
it is intended to commemorate, and of the illustri- 
cus subject which it represents. There is a subli- 
mity almost awful in the general conception, and 
the details are of such high and exquisite finish, 
that if any mutilated portion ofthis majestic statae 
were exbibited ia the workshops of Europe, as 
having been dug up in Italy or Greece, it would 
be assigned to the brightest names of antiquily. 
With this opinion of the work, Mr. P. said he 
could net but be anxious that all the accompani- 
iments and incidents should, as far as possible, 
conform to and illustrate it; and therefore he 
proposed that the two Houses of Congress should 
tae the matter under their own control and di- 
rection. 

A joint resolution having passed through all the 
forms of reading, was passed as follows: 

Resolved, That a joint committee of three members 
to be appointed by the Senate, and an equal num- 
ber by the House, be appointed to arrange the 
placing of the statue of Washingion in the rotun- 
do, and to diveet the details of the nedestal. 

Mr. WOOD BRIDGE introduced the foliowing re- 
solution which he prefaced by a few very appropri- 
ate remarks as to the extentoftheevil complained 
of. and ihe necessity of some reciprocal regulations 
with neighboring authorities to arrest the practice 
of persons who were charged with Bigh crimes 
escaping from the rigors of the law; after which it 
asread and agreed tc: 

Resolved, Thai the Committes on Foreign Re- 
lations inquire inte the expediency of entering 
into some arrangement with the Government of 
Great Brifzin, reciprocal ia its provisions, for the 
arrest of fegitives escaping over the Northern or 
Western boundary of the United States, charged 


W 


„ents. 


‘with the ‘commission of any crime or crimes, and 


for the surrender of such fugitives upon reasona- 
ble requisition to the authorities of the State or 
provice from which such fugitives may have fled: 
Provided, such. aifangerlients do not comprehend 
eases of political offences merely, bur be resuicted 
to those which are in themselves crimini?. 

: EXPORTS AND IMPORTS. 

Mr. WOODBURY remarked that the Senate 
was aware that an impression had gone forth that 
the exports of the Government were larger than 
the imports. This had been adverted to yesterday, 
and it bad appeared in the newspapers. , Now, in 
the Secretary's report there was nothing of the 
kind, and he had not been able to ascertain the 
foundation for the assertion. He, therefore, sub- 
mitted a resolution as follows, which was read and 
adopted: 

Resolved, That the Seeretary of tbe Treasury be 
directed to report to the Senate a general statement 
of the whole of the exports and importis during the 
year ending the 30th September, 1841, furnishing 
estimates for those ports from which the returns are 
not yet complete: . . 

Mr. PRENTISS offered the following resolution; 
which was considered and adopted: : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of grant- 
ing a pension to Joseph Blodgett, a soldier in the 


late war. 
THE BANKRUPT LAW. 

Mr. BENTON gave notice that he intended to 
introduce a bill postponing the operation of the 
Bankrupt law, until July next, for the purpose of 
giving him time to prepare another bill, to include 
banks and money gealing corporations. , 

The following bills, after having been considered 
in Committee of the Whole, were severally ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading: 

A bill for the relief of Samuel Crapin; 

A bill for the relief of Margaret Jamieson; and 

A bill for the relief of Nathaniel Pryor. 

The bill for the relief of David Waller was taken 
up, but was again laid on the table for the present. 

Mr. PRESTON asked to bave three thousand 
extra copies printed of the report of the Secretary 
of the Treaury on the condition of the finances, 
He said it was an important document, and was 
anxious to have some distributed to his constitu- 


Mr. MERRICK also expressed the same desire, 
Mr. BUCHANAN having opposed the motion 
to print at that time, till he could kave time to 
examine the document, 
Mr. PRESTON did not press the motion. ` 
On motion of Mr. CALHOUN, 
The Senate adjourned till 12 o’clock to-morrow. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, December 22, 184]. 

The journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

Mr. CUSHING ‘rose and gave notice that he would here- 
after ask leave to bring ina billregulating commercial inter- 
course with the port of Cayenne, in the colony of French Gui- 
ana, and to remit certain duties. j h 

Mr. JOSEPH R., INGERSOLL gave notice that he would, 
at the first opportunity, ask leave to bring ina bill to prevent 
frauds in the naturalization laws. 

. POSTAGE. eer 

Mr. BRIGGS again asked leave to introduce the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be mstructed to inquire into the expediency of abolishing 
the franking privilege aliowed by existing laws, of reducing the 
rates of letter postage, regulating and equalizing the postage on 
newspapers and pamphlets, and also ot fixing the tariff of post- 
ages in Federal currency. ` 

Mr. WELLER objecting, the resolution was no received. 

Un leave given, petitions and memorials were presented by 
the following members, and were appropriately referred’ 

Mr. CARUTHERS, of Teni 

Mr. JOHN T. MASON, of X 

Mr. WELLER, of Ohio. 

Mr. BURNELL, of Massachusetts. j 

Mr. BROCKWAY, of Connecticut, (who presented the pe- 
litions of inhabitants of Hebron and Coventry, Connecticut, 
praying an appropriation by Congress forthe erection of a mo- 
nument to the memory of Ca 1 Nathan Male, who 
was crucily executed by the British in the Revolutionary 
war.) 

Mr. STERNROD, ef Virginia. 

Mr. RHETT, of South Carolina. 

sir, PENDLETON pave notice that he would to-morrow ask 
leave to introduce a bii to amend the act of the 1h of 
March, 1838, entitled “An act to changet ime af holding the 
Circuit. and Distnet Courts of the United states in dhe seventh 
circuit.” r 

Mr. LINN BOYD addrested an inquiry to the Speaker not 
heard by the Reporter. K 

Mr. COWEN asked leave to offer a long resolution, which 
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was read for information, instructing the Committee on the 
Judiciary to inquire into the expediency of making certain alte- 
rations in the bill to establish a uniform system of bankruptcy 
throughout the United States. 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS and other members objected. 

Mr. WELLER called for the orders of the day. 

REFERENCE OF THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 

The House resumed the consideration of the unfinished busi- 
sess, being that branchof the resolution of Mr. FILLMORE, 
providing for the reference of the annual message of the Presi- 
dent, which is in the following words: 

Resolved, That so much therefore as relates to the tariff be 
referred to the Committee on Manufactures. 

Which resolution Mr. ATHERTON had heretofore moved to 
amend by striking out the words “Committee on Manufac- 
tures,” and inserting the words “Committee of Ways and 
Means.” 

Mr. MARSHALL of Kentucky was entitled to the floor, but 
yielded it for a moment to— $ $ 

Mr. BARTON of Virginia, who gave notiee that he 
would, upon some early day, by resolution or motion, propose 
to amend the 34th rule of the House; which is in the following 
words: . 

“When two or more members happen to rise at once, 

the Speaker shall name the member who isfirst to speak.” 
. With the permission of the House, Mr. B. said, he must be 
allowedto say that he had counted the cost of this motion. He 
knew that, come when it might, 1t came with the ascription of 
a motive of wounded vanity. But he had Democracy enough 
to prefer the dictation of the House of Commons to the dicta- 
tation of a King; he had Democracy enough to prefer the des- 
potism of numbers to the despotism of a unit; and his object 
was to transfer this arbitrary power which, without a violation 
of the rules, he mightsay any Speaker might exercise, from 
number one to the general numbers of this Mouse. He who 
fell into the hands of a bandittimight probably escape, where 
there was no such chance (Mr. B. was understood to say) for 
him who fell into the hands of a single robber. 

Mr. B. was interrupted in this last sentence by 

“Mr. G., DAVIS, who called him to order, 

Mr. BARON. I have saidall I wish to say. 

The SPEAKER replied to Mr. G. Davis, that the Speaker 
would not arrest the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Barron] 
but had been willing to indulge him in hig remarks, 

But, to save the gentleman from Virginia trouble, the 
Speaker would inform him that the very privilege the gentle- 
man sought by his motion was already guarantied to him by 
the rules of the House. Yf, at any time, the Chair transcended 
justicein his selection between two members claiming the 
floor, the gentleman considering himself aggrieved might ap- 

eal from the decision of the Chair, andsubmit the matter to the 
judgment of the House. Butit was made the imperative duty 
of the Speaker, in the first instance, to decide the conflicting 
claims to the floor, the words of the rule being “the Speaker 
shall name,” &c. 

Mr. MARSHALL, in allusion to what had fallen from the 
gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Barron.] made an explanation, 
exonerating himself from all blame in the matter which seemed 
to have given that gentleman so much uneasiness; out of re- 
spect and kindness to one for whom no one entertained bigher 
respect, and who seemed to have a peculiar anxiety to obtain 
the floor, he had offered to waive his own right. to it, under the 
Speaker’s decision, but the gentleman declined to avail himself 
of the offer, , 

Adverting, then, to the question before the House, Mr. M. 
observed that it did not seem to him to involve any difficulty, 
or justly to authorize the extent of debate to which it had 
given rise: it was a simple question of reference, which, in 
itself, involved no declaration of priociple in relation to the 
merits, either on one side or the other. of the much-debated 
question of the tariff, It was a mere question .of parliamer.- 
tary propriety, as between two of the standing committees of 
the House, to which of them acertain portion of an Execu- 
tive communication should besent. To Mr. M, it appeared 
that an examination of the language employed by the Presi- 
dent in the communication referredto must at once settle the 
matter, (Here he quoted from the message the passages re- 
ferring to an increase of duties.] In these passages he un- 
derstood the President as intending to intimate it as his opi- 
nion that, although duties should in no case be laid beyond the 
amount of revenue actually needed by the Government, yet 
in the imposition of them Congress might Iegitimately have 
an especial eye to the protection of the domestic industry of 
the country, and might so frame its legislation that the taxes 
needed by the Treasury might incidentally contribute to that 
end. that was the opinionof.the President, and Congress 
was called upon by him tolay revenue duties with a view to 
guard the domestic Industry ef the people, without transcend- 
ing the amount needed by the exigencies of the Treasury, 
could there be any question that the Committee on Manufac- 
tures was the appropriate committee to which to send the por- 
Gon of the message containing such recommendation? That 
was the coimmiuee under whose care the interests of manufac- 
tures were officially placed; and surely, as to the new question 
of parliamentary propriety and fitness, the subject should be 
committed to (hem. Yet the mere proposal to give the matter 
this direction, seemed tohave sounded a note of alarm from one 
endof the hallto the other, Mr. M. professed his astonishment 
at what he saw and heard. Though nota young man, he was, 
to be gure, bus young asa member here; but he wasamazed at 
the exe: tement which had been mused ou this ion, and at 
the topics which had been dr sd into a de e on a mere 
question of refe gadocument to a commuitee: abolition, 
free and slave labor, a protective wari al is of exciting sub. 
coats, han beon summoned toswell the agitation, Such, how- 
: and the dabate having proceeded 
thus far ter it now presented, he pre- 
sumed that. according to the and latitude of remark here- 
tofore parmised to other gentiomen, he wouid not be out of 
place should he also express his opinions on some of the points 
which had been drawn into discussion. . 

There could be nothing so fatal to the peace and to the 
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union of these States as the agitation of questionsin which 
the interests of slave labor should be set In opposition to those 
of free labor—in which a line was drawn between different 
sections of the Union, as if their interests were hostile to each 
other. And the idea was attempted to be established that 
the Government ofthis country could not exertthe power con- 
ferred upon it by the. Constitution to establish a uniform sys- 
tem forthe regulation of commerce without arraying one-half 
the country against the other, and. benefiting the one at the 
expense ofthe other. Mr. M’s views of the general subject 
were widely different. The fact that slavery prevailed in a 
portion of the land, and not in another portion, taken in connec- 
tion withthe diversity of products and of pursuits among dif- 
ferent portionsof the country, had always struck him as one of 
the strongest possible cements of our national Union. What 
furnisheda more certain foundation for the interests of com- 
merce than such a diversity? Or what had proved a surer basis 
for peace and amity among different nations of the world? 
Were there one dead uniformity in natural productions and in 
social pursuits, there could exist no mutual exchanges between 
different portions of the earth, and the natural tendency would 
be to rivalry and discord; whereas a natural diversity of pro- 


| ducts andof social habits ameng different sections of the same 


country, or among different countries, naturally tended, if pas- 
sion were absent, to unity and peace and mutual prosperity and 
happiness. Could it ever be the interest of fhe North to’crush 
slave labor? To destroy a species of indystry different ‘from 
its own, and capable of being made a fruitfél source of its pros- 
perity? Or, on the other hand, could the South have any inte- 
rest in prostrating the industry and destroying the capital of 
their Northern brethren? Neverjsurelys never. But, so soon 
as any measure was proposed 14 that Hall which looked, or 
even glanced, at fostering interestgin which one portion of the 
country was peculiarly concerned, instantly the walis resound. 
ed with outcries of Tariff! tariff!—Y¢xation | taxation! 

In theory the doctrine of free traiy'was, he confessed, very 
imposing. Andif theory and philgsophy had the remodelling 
of all the States and Governments of the world; if a political 
economist were set up by common consent as judge over alt 
the earth; if all national rivalries, and national antipathies and 
enmities and prejudices coud be softened down by the mere 
force of reason, then indeed it might do to adopt the maxim, 
that industry and capital must be lst alone-—that capital would 
find oul uel investments as was Most profitable, and industry 
would discover that application of its powers which was most 
productive, and legislation might look on with folded hands 
and admire the free working of the system. Yes, it would be 
a beautiful spectacle; we should have a nerfect Utopia of a 
world. True, one nation would still be richer than another, 


mate, and of soil, But, alas! political economists were una- 
ble thus toarrange things. No mere theorist was set up as 
umpire to settle all questions among the vations. Nations, 
ever since their existence, had been contending, struggling for 
pre-eminence, and they wereatit stil. If we went to the Eng. 
lish authors, they would inculcate upon us the fair and beautt- 
ful doctrines of free trade, and to hear them one would sup- 
pose that no other policy had ever been thought of in Britain. 
But, when we looked atthe actual policy of England, did we 
find free trade? Did England leave capital and industry to 
seek their own channels and find their own investment? How 
had that empire attained to her present vast height of prosperity 
and power? By giving every practicable protection and en- 
couragement to the industry of her people; by attracting and 
domesticating to her utmost ability the manufactures of the 
whole world. No sooner did a new branch of manufacture rise 
practised it, by protective duties, by bounties, by personal re- 
wards, by every seductive means within her search, to settle in 
England. And no sooner was the exotic planted on her shores 
than it was sure to receive the fostering parental care of the 
Governmont, till ithad struck its roots firmly into the soii, and 
attained a firm luxuriant growth; and by this policy, steadily 
pursued, she had risen to her present national strength and 
S. 
Sutare were exhorted to throw open our ports to ail the 
world; we were to welcome the products of every foreign na- 
tion, to receive all they chose to send, while at the same time 
they excluded, with watchful, unsleeping jealousy, every one 
of our products whenever they had any similar ones of their 
own to foster. This was a pretty system of FREE TRADE! 
‘America hasastaple, for example, which she would exchange 
with Great Britain for British manufactures; but Britain her- 
metically seals her ports against it, and we are still to go and 
buy of her, and call it “freetcade.? "The theory of these poli- 
tical philosophers might come nearer the truth, had all nations, 
in the race of commerciairivalry, started at once; but when 
we enteredon the course, we found Great Britain, with a capi- 
tal the growth of centuries, guarding ber own manufactures by 
ngthening the arm of her 
c labor by the strong 
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rection. And why? Because ibe moment they 
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rival, anl ernshed i i 
intervened to shield it. i f 
States were almost boundless; they had, indeed, Jus begun to 
be explored. Extending through a range of every climate, out 
country presented every variety of soil and situation; our 


mountains were richly stored with the most valuable minerals; 


from mere natural advantages of position, of extent, of cli-. 


up in any part of Europe, than England tempted. those who . 


our valleys aad our plains were covered with every plant plea». 
sant to the eyeor good for food; staple products of ihe highest 
commercial importance abounded on every side; yet, strange- 
to tell, with a land like this in our possession, anda popula- — 
tion increasing beyond all. example, foreigners could cémie:to 
our shores, take from us the raw material, carry it across thë 
ocean, manufacture itinto á thousand useful forms, derive all 
the profit of such manufacture, and return it to‘us without.” 
taking scarcely any thing of ours in return, 

Mr. M. wanted to see an end put to such, a state of things; he 
wanted to see the day when, under the protecting arms ‘of the 
Governinent, extended over every branch of our own domestic 
industry, (and here he knew the danger of running his head 
against the “compromise act,”) all that could be produced to 
meet the wants of this nation should ‘be ‘produced here—upon 
her ownsoil. The home market was the best of all markets, 
When we bartered with foreigners; a portion of the: profit, 
perhaps the larger portion, went into the pocket of the fo. 
reigner. Butif we traded with our own people, the profit was 
American, al) round. If we traded with an Englishman, half. 
the profit went to England; but when a man of the South traded. 
with his brother in New England, America got the whole—. 
double the amount was made and saved tothe nation. ` r 

‘Ay, but how would all this interfere with the com promise act?" 
And what wasthe compromise act? It was a law passed in. 
1833, fixing-a uniform duty of twenty per cent, on all ‘imports: 
after a certain day, but very generously leaving if in the power 
of Congress to fix the rate higher or lower, ifthe necessities of 
the Government should require or permit, accordi, 
cess ot the depletion ofthe Treasury. Why so mi Bibili-. 
ty wasexhibited in connection with this law, Mr. M. had nevèr 
Been able to understand. For his own part, even if the law 
had contained no such saving elause, no such reserve of power 
to the Government to vary the rate of duty, he should deny its. 
authority in foto asa ruleto bind the legislation of Congress. 
He denied the power of any one Congress to clothe a law of its 
enactment with a constitutional sanction and sacredness for 
allfuture time. As a temporary expedient~as a means of 
soothing and allaying political and sectional exasperation, it 
might be all very well; it might even have been wise for the 
time then present. South Carolina held towards the General 
Governmentan attitude almost of open hostility; and the Exes 
cutive of that day—than whom, in popularity and in. power, 
there never had lived’a greater upon earth—had put, bis han 
upon his sword, and threatened to turn Its edge upon the South. 
Great men, on either side, were identified with the controversy, 
and its progress had involved the whole country in a state of 
highandalarn.ing exasperation. It was feared by good and Wise 
men thatthe peace of the Union might be endangered; and under 
such an ominous juncture of circumstances this compromise bill 
becamealaw. Asameasure of policy, as a preventive of evil... 
it was wise, considering the times. But, to meet us at this 
day, in 1842, and tell us that a law passed in 1833 has power 
to bind this Governinent to all eternity, as acompact—as an or- , 
ganic, fundamental law—was to advance a proposition to which 
Mr. M. never would yield his assent. He never would, recog: 
nise the power of that act so to bind the ‘Congress of the United : 
States. According to the fluctuations of circumstances, of po- 
licy—yee, even of public opinion alone—that law was repeala- 
ple: the power of Congress to repeal it was indisputable; 

Mr. M. did not say that he was in favor of laying dutjes ber: 
yond the ameunt required for revenue, for the mere.purpose of 
protection. The propriety of that was adebatable question; , 
and much might be said, and had been said, on both sides. 
The power to regulate commerce had been absolutely and ùn- 
conditionally confided to this General Government, And when 
we would inquire what commerce was, We must refer to the. 
universal sentiments of the nations of the carth. And why: 
grant a power to “regulate”? it? The history of the world: 
would prove that the most arduous struggles had in’ all ages. 
taken place in reference to it, and that the sword had often been 
drawn to settle the contro! ersy, The framers of the Constitu. 
tion were well acquainted with the history of the past; and when 


———— 


preparing a frame of organic Jaw for this young, this nascent 
nation—for a free people, a people of Vast commercial re- 
sources—the long vista of future grandeur, power, and wealth, 
the fruit of successful industry, rose before their view, and, 
with a wise forecast, they inserted this provision as a means of. 
arming the Government with power to resist the attacks of fos 
reign rivalry: and the Government must have been powerless 
without it. ` But for this, and Great Britain would at this day. 
be the regulator of the commerce of this nation, Nothing 
could have prevented or resisted it. And thus, the most im: 
portant of all our great national interests would have been in 
the hands, and subject to the will and pleasure, of a foreign Go- 
yernment. , . i a s 
Tf in one of those commercial revolutions which had so often 
occurred in the history of the world, it should so happen that 
Great Britain should get some country to furnish her with. the 
staples of the Southern States on beter terms than they cin 
should she open for herselfa boster anda cheaper supply ‘ol 
cotton, for example, 80 as Hot only to b pE ta ines t p want 
of ber own looms, but actually to bring it here an un erse 
those States inthe American matke —if she shoal beable a 
supply the factorios of New Er d wih cheaper on aad 
-qual quality, so rather imagined the doctrines ot one gone 
tlemen on this foor would ve & ütle changed, (ast hey had n 
changed several times heretofore.) Oh, bow. easy would 
then be to prove that ii was the duty of Gorane Lto protect 
ourhome industry! Yes: should Britain aa become inge- 
pendent of this country for her supply, end sien ever meet 
as io produce it cheap) ihan oar 
Siate Ow kiy would Bouthern philosophers 
eae ee hig in the world to prove that the 
should be protected by Government! Mr, 
Te cama fron 2 ve State, 
e, be Lold by his Northern 
on as good and cheaper 
we must go where wo 
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M. was b 
aad he 
friends, “T? a ash 
T HO ar capes. Ifyou comp to buy cotton in the 
s Southern States, you tax US unjust their benefit; we never 
will submit toit” And what would he dot Admit their doc 
“ering? No. He would answer them, “No, gentlemen; 
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` ments in Europe before England owned any? Yet, 
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South must. not be leftto perish. She constitutes a glorious 
part of this great Gonfederacy. Her lands must not be. left io 
rim to waste; her. slaves must not be left in idieness; her gentle. 
men must not be broken down and ruined, No: you skall 
buy at home—you must get your cotton from Charleston, and 
Savannah, and Mobile, You shall not break ore-half this Union, 
to throw allthe profitsof your business into the hands of a fo- 
reign nation.” That was what. he would say to New Eng- 
land in such a case. And if Southern gentlemen would con- 
ae it sound reasoning then, why was. it not equally sound 
no 

Now their cry was, “Let us alone—let us buy where we can 
buy cheapest—you force us tə buy from a home market, 
when we preier a market abroad—you violate free trade— 
you tax us for the benefit of Yankee manufactures.” ‘That 
was now the arzument—that was now the Southern doctrine 
and the Southern policy. And Mr, M. said he thought he had 
gone a good way to say that, admitting their position to be cor- 
rect, he was willing to “go the whole hog,” and compel New 

.Eagland to protect their cotton. But such was not the true 
doctrine of protection, The Yankees, owing to their peculiar 
national character and condition, were as well calculated to be- 
comea, manufacturing people as aay in the world, and they 
could Mynish to the South whatever the South needed on better 
terms than any body else; and protection extended to them was 
merely protecting private and domestic capital against the hos- 
tile policy of foreign Governments, Manufactures, if they 
were to flourish, must at first. be nourished, guarded, courted, 
fondled daring their childhood. Mr. M. would here assert that 
there never had been a nation on earth which had succeeded in 
establishing manufactures among its people without making 
their protection the business of their legislation, and a part of 
their national policy. 

England had, at this day, the finest marine perhaps in the 
world. And look ather celebrated “Navigation Act,” alaw 
in which, with the most jealuus anxiety, she fostered the inte- 
rest of her own naval architecture against that of all other 
nations, So obvious, so palpable was the benefit to her of 
sucha policy, that even Adan Smith himself, the great advo- 
cate of free tradeand its kindred doctrines, even he was com- 
pelled to admit that the policy of that act was sound, and went 
to make Britain ‘the first maritime nation of the world, Yet 
her carrying trade might have been conducted on cheaper 
terms in Dutch bottoms; cutshe was wisely content to pay that 
small additional difference for the sake of insuring permanent 
greatness, and making her marine the envy and admiration 
of the world, ‘Shis was the course of Great Britain. 
Soshe had ever done; and what had been the result? Had 
there not been other gréat commercial cities in Europe besides 
London? and had there not been great manufacturing establish. 

Eur i d by steadily 
persevering in one lins of wise protective policy, those haughty 
islanders whom Bonaparte characterized as “a nation of shop- 
keepers,” had atone time well nigh engrossed to themselves 
the commerce and manufactures of the world. All nations 
were made stipendiary to her. It was her unvarying maxim 
never ta.duy any thing she could Maxn. She was for manufac. 
turing every thing, ay, and for raising the raw material also 
where she could doit. Hence it was that she had grown to 
such a stupendous height, and seemed endeavoring to stretch 
-herarms and encircle the globe itself in the embraces of her 
power, : 

“The question of protection Mv. M, considered as virtually 
the question of national independence. Without this, England 
would keep us dependent on her forever, > 

Mr. M. said he was no enemy to Southern labor when advo- 
cating the protection ofthe labor of the North, He never, for 
his part, had been able to look upon the people of the North as 
the natural enemies of the people of the cotton growing regions 
of the South. He knew that Southern men called them “Yan. 
Kees;” but they wero Americans, our brethren and fellow- 
citizens. With some Southern people the term “Yankee” was 
but another name for “enemy.” But who had shed the first 
blood in our struggle for freedom? The first trigger thatever 
had been drawn in this land in resistance of British tyranny had 
been drawn by a Yankee finger; and they had followed out the 
feeling and acted on the the same principle from that time to 
this. The policy of the country had repeatedly hified, but te 
New England man had conformed himself to its several changes 
and had thriven under them all. He had worked so hare 
and lived so economically, and conducted his business so pru- 
dently, that the Government could not crash him, do wh 
would; and its course had sometimes looked very much as if 


New England 


i ; : ag commerce. 
Our neutrality during the convulsions of Europe threw the car- 


rying trade into her hands, and it proved a rich harvest to her, 


ply the want;‘and from very smail and fecble bezinnings 


A war; oh no; I was 
a war man; the Lord forbid that any body should think me 
otherwise!) [A laugl.] But peace came, and there was a sys- 
tem of manufactures. Thejeaiousy of Great Britain at once 
awoke; she saw a rising rival, and prepared to destroy it. 
The manufacturers asked the protection of Government. “Bat 
then was instanuy heard the same cry now so loudly raised. 
Our own labor must be crushed; it must be abandoned to its 
fate; it would be the very essence of tyranny to protect the in- 
fant against the attack of the full-srown and powertul rival; 
for itis a part of the Siate Rights doctrine to withhold the 
protecing aid of Government in any shape, under any circum- 
lances, 


Oh! exclaimed Mr. M. iff should live to see the day when 
all things that are needed for human use and comfort shail be 
producad, and bought, and sold within these United States— 
when all out mines shall have been opened, all our rich moun- 
tains explored and covered with sheep walks for the use of 
our own manufacturing establishments —when every Ameri- 
can, let him eat, and wear, and consume, and use whatever he 
desires to make him happy, shall find it all here—here upan 
our own saih within our owa boundary! Then, though the 
wrath of God shouid be let Joose upon.the nations of tie old 
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‘world—though Europe should reel and , tremble beneath his 
blows, and Britain’s fast anchored isle should go down, and sink 
in. the mighty deep, and we remain so unmoved, so self-sup- 
plied, asinot to feei the loss—this, this would be, to me, the very 
realization of Americar independence and prosperity, But this 
country is not and never canbe truly independent, so long as 
our own labor and our own capital are left unprotected. Never: 
so long as it is the darling objectof our own’ Government to 
crush the industry and dash down all the enterprise of ithose 
it should protect and foster. z 

Jf to hoid that, is advocating a protective tariff—I can’t help 
it: no—¥ can’t help it.  IfLamasinner, Iam at least a bold 
sinner. Ifto feel the glow of one common nation in my bosom 
—Ifto hold that the man who resides at the extreme North is 
as much my. brother as the cotton planter of Georgia—if this is 
hostility to the South, then I am her enemy. i 

But, as to Southern rights, let no man lay his hands upon 
them. My observation in life has taught me to believe thatin 
all domestic quarrels there are usually faults on both sides, 
And I will say to my Northern friends, Why be eternally strik- 
ing at. that sore which, God knows, is sore enough without 
blows from you? Why keep up this eternal turmoil and excite- 
ment aboutabolition, Why this constant determination to dis- 
turb and meddle with us in our domestic concerns? I can con- 
ceive of no other or better reason for it than the man gave for 
heating his wife—“because I am able to do it.” It was dange- 
rous, he knew, to attempt to prophecy, but this he would ven- 
ture to predict: if ever “this gorgeous, this glorious temple 
to human freedom, should be pulled down, or consumed, that 
was the thing that would do it. y 

When Americans spoke of dissolving the Union, they spoke 
of what they should not—the idea was unnameable. The 
Greek legislator gave it asa reason for providing no punish- 
ment for parricide, that such acrime ought never to be men- 
tioned; but if Northern gentlemen chose to use their strength 
for such an end as Abolition, this Union must crumble, come 
what might. ‘To attempt sucha thing was to violate the ori- 
ginal compact of all the States.. The slave States were slave 
States before this Union existed: they- were slave States when 
the Cavaliers of the South first joined the Northern Presbyte- 
rians to drive back the assaults‘of oppression. When Greene 
and Marion fought side by side in the ranks of armed freemen 
for the protection of their rights, the’ Southern States were 
slaveholling States, and their rightsas slaveholders were among 
those for the protection of which the sword of the Revolution 
wasdrawn, They held a constitutional recognition and a con- 
stitutional guarantee of their rights as ‘slaveholders, in the pro- 
vision which required their sister States to deliver up runa- 
ways, when found, to their rightful masters, and to aid their 
Southern brethren in case of a servile insurrection. The dreams 
of modern philanthropists about all men of all colors being 
possessed of equal political rights had not been the doctrine of 
those days,{and African slaves were not then recognised or 
treated as American citizens, The national guarantee then 
thrown over theslaveholding States guarded them as will 
against their sister States as against the power of the General 
Government. The State of Ohio must deliver up the fugitive, 
despite ofall her State sovereignty and all her Abolition no- 
tions. Southern institutions were solemnly recognised by the 
organic law of the Confederacy; and yet gentlemen now came 
forward and insisted that, because they were the stronger 
party, they might do what was expressly forbidden by the ori- 
ginal compact that held usail together! Ifithey should attempt 
this, it would be an act of jawless violence—an act which could 
not, which ought not, and which would not, be borne. 

On this subject of slavery, Mr. M, said he might pursue 
what policy he pleased; his State was sovereign and couldact 
her pleasure. For himself, he had done bis partin her Legis- 
latuz? to prohibit the introduction of slaves within her borders, 
and the exertions of himself and others on that subject had 
been hitherto successful. So far as Kentucky was concerned 
the domestic slave trade was at this hour absolutely prohibited. 
Wouldto God it might ever remain so! But that was their 
affair; it belonged to themselves, and to them alone, The Con- 
stitution had thrown its consecration round the rights of the 
master, and, thank God, no power on earth could lawfully in- 
terfere with it, 

Why, then, must the Northern and the Southern States be 
forever waging war upon each other? Why musta jealousy 
be fostered between them amounting almost to hatred? He 
must believe, himself, there were faults on both sides, As a 
Southern man, he looked upon New England as an essential 
part of this great national Union, entitled to liberty and to the 
enjoyment of all her social rights. To crush her, to attempt to 
strike her down, to diminish her capital and ruin her manufac- 
tures, was to sin against the Union. Every blow struck at her 
was ablow atthe United States. But, on the other hand, he 
spoke what he knew, when he warned her, by all her responsi- 
bilities to that God whom New England men wereso proud to 
acdnowledge and to believe in, by all their sacred responsibil 
ties to posterity, to beware how they stirred a fire which, when 
once fully enkindled, would burn to the utter desolation and de- 
struction ofall that was dear to us all. They knew not what they 
did. Men who had been bora and lived all their livesat the 
North, who had heard talk from their chitdhood about equal 
political rights, and slavery being against the natural rights of 
mankind, andall that sort of thing, knew nothing about the ac- 
tual aae of things in a slaveholding State, or in the South ge- 
nerally. 

It Mr. M. had rightfully read the greatest and the best of 
hooks, slavery had been permitted and enjoined by the God of 
the Jews, the great Jehovah; and it had ‘existed by his tolera. 
tion as far as the human race had ex'cnded. The mere abstract 
question was not worth debating, They had a class of persons 
atthe South who were totally unfit for the exercise of political 
rights; and if, ia prosecution ofa new abstract theoretical right, 
these persons were to be turned loose upon their masters, the 
result must be that one or the other must perish, and thatamidst 
scenes of horror from which even an Abolitionist would shrir. k 
back apalled. Butona matter of right, secured by the Consti- 
tution, the South was naturally sensitive. Would that the 
North and the South could come together as in the olden time, 
and unite in sustaining and guarding what they had so cordia'ly 
united to construct! Might Heaven avert that a Union so glo- 
rious, so pregnant with all benefits, should be threatened or sub- 
verted by such men as the Abolitionists! 

Mr. M, said that no power had been confided to the General 
Government which was not a power over the whole Union, 
And if it could not exercise its power ef regulating commerce 
without injuring some great Jocal interest, then the Union itself 
ought never to have existed. Ifthe natural discrepancies be- 


tween different!poriions of this widely extended country wera 
so great that a national power could not be exerted without . 
smiting down some portion of the Confederacy, then we could 
not any longer bea nation. If that were the judgment of the 
stronger party, they might annul the Union, and then all the 
fair hopes which had been cherished for freedom by the good 
andthe wise must perish with it. 

Mr. M. in conclusion, observed that he had come to the House 
prostrated by a nervous headach, and he ought not, under such 
circumstances, 10 rise on that floor without fear and trembling, 
This was an evil which had been shared by other men; but there 
was no one, he believed, who had been so harshly treated by the 
letter writers of Washington. They hunted him to taverns; 
they retailed his private conversations. If he spoke a word in 
a public bar-room, they took it down. (Allin short-hand, he 
supposed.) [A laugh.] Now, in Kentucky, no matter how hot 
might be the political disputes prevailing, that sort of thing was 
@roscribed: not so here. He was himself too old and toe tough 
to be much annoyed by this course of things; but there were 
others, out of the Capitol, who felt some interest in his course, 
and whose eyes were constantly turned this way for news of 
him. When these blasting libels meet the eyes of a mother or 
ofa sister, and a man saw the poisoned arrow quivering inan in- 
nocent bosom, it made the bravest there to shudder. How he 
had excited the ire of the genes irritabile, be could not for his 
life conceive. But he could not set down, without noticing that 
there had been some in that Hall who seemed to look upen him 
—he would say, did not his pride scorn the use of the word 
with some compassion. Some kind soul seemed to have be- 
lieved it possible that there might yet be about his heart some 
soft place, and who felt inclined, with a generous hand, to pour 
balm into the bleeding wound. He thanked him for it. That 
document might reach his home, too; and should its author, ag 
was probable, be now within the reach of his voice, he returned 
him his heartfelt thanks. - , 

Mr. RHETT, having obtained the floor, offered the following 
as an amendment to the amendment of the gentleman from 
New Hampshire, [Mr. ATHERTON} i ae 7 

“With instructions that, should it be in their opinion expedi. 
ent to lay additional duties, they shall be so laid as not to dis- 
criminate in favor of any particular class of industry in the 
United States.” : 

And the question now being on the amendment to the amend- 
ment— i 

Mr. Rnert said the observation had been made that he had 
stated he did hot understand how a tariff for revenue could be 
laid compatibly’with a tariff for protection. He had said this 
in distinct bearing on the proposition before them, and that if 
a duty for protection was incompatible wtth a strict tariff for 
revenue, and if the object of the House wasto lay a duty for 
revenue, it would appear that the message should go to the 
Committee of Ways and Means; but if, on the contrary, the 
two were compatible, it might, without any great violation, of 
propriety, be sentto the Committee on Manufactures, He had 
thrown out this one reason, which he thought should govern 
the House in sending itio the Commitee of Ways and 
Means. Gentlemen who had examined this proposition, 
had discussed itin the usual way wiih those who were unable 
to meet an argument; they had resorted to simple denuncias 
tion. The gentleman from Maryland (Mr. Sorters) had said 
ic was ridiculous, and some other member that it was absurd; 
yet none of them had met the proposition and endeavored to 
show, either by facts or reasoning, that it was untenable, 
He (Mr. R.) believed it to be stricuy true. There were 
those who contended that Government has the power in it- 
self of laying a protective duty on the ground of providing 
“for the general welfare,” and others who claimed this as an 
incident to the power of protecting commerce; but the ground 
that had been taken ın justification of protective duties by all 
who had preceded him, except two gentlemen, was that the 
power of laying duties for protection was incidentally included 
in laying duties fo. revenue. The gentlemen from New York 
{Mr. Linn] and New Jersey {Mr. Ranpoipy] had said his, Mr. 
R’s proposition was absurd, and proceeded from the error of 
not properly discriminating between protection and prohibi- 
tion. They held that while you cannot lay a duty of revenue that 
produces prohibition, you may lay a duty which produces pro- 
tection. [He here read extracts from their reported speeches.] 
It was adinitted by them, ifthe duty was pushed up to prohibi- 
tion, it would destroy revenue. Suppose you prohibit impor- 
tation one-half, one-third, or one-fourth, he asked, was not thus 
revenue destroyed in that ratio! ‘Lherefore, taking the gentle- 
men’s proposition that prohibition did necessarily destroy re- 
venue, and therefore a duty proposing it was incompatible 
with revenue, their reasoning that protection and revenue were 
compatible was false. Why did not practical geatlemen go 
into details and facts to test the truth of their principle? He 
would take the proposition of the gentleman, {Mr. Linx] and 
go through the process of protec’ ion and prohibition, 

The gentleman had supposed that, ifatax was laid on iron of 
$100,000, the foreign manufacturer could not stand it. Why? 
Because Government would in this manner make the price of 
the commodity so high that he could not bring it here and sell 
it, and the domestic producer would be enabled to undersell 
him. P.ohibition did not at once go into eflect; it was only 
gradually that entire prohibition accomplished its object. He 
exemplified this principle by instancing the article of iron, on 
which, ifa duty of 50 per cent, were laid, the manutacturers of 
this country would not be able at once to produce the Jumeatic 
article in sufficient quantities; at first, they might not produce 
more than one-quarter of the supply, and would increase gra- 
dually until they produced enough for the demand, when the 
sale offoreign iron would cease, and revenue entirely cease; 
and he asked gentlemen if, when entire prohibition produced 
destruction, the destruction was not in proportion to the de- 
gree ofprohibiion? Gentlemen need not cali the part protec- 
tion, and the whole prohibition; it was prohibition from its 
incipiency up to its consummation; the moment they begun 
protection, they placed a lever by which the foreign article 
must be worked out of our markets, What was prohibi- 
tion? ‘To keep out the foreign arti and, if they kept 
out one-fourth or one-half of it, it was prohibition. Protec: 
tion was prohibition, and prohibition was protection. Let 
gentlemen meet the proposition boldly and fairiy, but not 
come here withthe humbvuggery that a tariff for revenue is 
inconsistent with a tariff for protection; if they went for a 
tariff for protection under the commercial power, or the “gen. 
eral welfare,” let them do so; it was the old ground. This 

high national question should be argued, not with mere words 
not against facts, but on the broad principles of tho Constitu- 
tion. The gentleman from Kentucky [Mr, MARSHALL] this 
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morning had claimed from the commercial power—the power 
to regulate commerce, which was ene department of industry 
—a power over every department. Was not his [Mr. M’s.} 
argument that it was becoming for us to become dependent on 
any foreign nation? He (Mr. R.) would like to hear by what 
sort of sophistry it could beshown that we were subject to fo- 
reign nations, and they not to us; but that was his argument, 
and he would have this country entirely self-supplied; in other 
words, would makeit anew specimen of the Chinese Empire. 
According to the theory of certain gentlemen, as soon as we 
shall get into that predicament, the other nations of the world 
would turn on us and cut_us to pieces for drawing to ourselves 
an independent power. Did notthegentleman from Kentucky 
know that, under the very clause of “regulating commerce,” 
the power had been assumed to interfere with our slaves, and 
hinder us from carrying them from one port toanother? This 
was a striking commentary on the looseness ofhis construction 
of this power. The power was given by the States to Congress to 
“regulate commerce,” to secure communication between dif- 
ferent parts of thiscountry, and not to strike down the com- 
merce of the country. 

Another ground taken by the gentleman from New York 
{Mr. Linn] was, that you might as well deny the right to build 
forts under the clause of the Constitution pertaining to the 
“common defence,’’as the right to discriminate duties under 
the clause relating to the “general welfare.” This was sur- 
rendering up the Constitution to the majority on this floor, 
and nothing else; and thus the institutions of the South, under 
this new construction of the Constitution, would fall to the 
ground. 

This was not a local question, but was as wide as the Constitu- 
tion, as sacred as the Union. If the Constitution did not on 
either of these broad grounds justify the protecting of manufac- 
tures, then the issue presented was, shall the protective policy 
or the Constitution prevail? Ifthe protective policy were per- 
severed in, the Constitution would come to an end. He held that 
Congress had no power to lay duties with a view to any parti- 
cular interest; the power was to lay duties for general purposes, 
and not for special reasons alone. 

The gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. MARSHALL] had re- 
ferred to the compromise act. This act had no constitutional 
sanctions; they could repeal it when they pleased. The 
question now was, shall you renew the protective policy in 
1842, or adhere to the principles laid down in this compromise, 
which are productive of the best interests of the country? 
Who were the parties to this controversy? He would turn 
to the census of the country, ani see how many of its in- 
habitants compose the manufacturing interest. Formerly, it 
had been said that banks were the people; now the same thicg 
was repeated, and the protective policy was said to be the peo- 
ple. The total population of the United States was something 
overseventeen millions, and those engaged in manufactures 
and trade were seven hundred and ninety-one thousand, and he 
was informed that in this number were included all mechanics 
and day laborers of every kind, and almost half the peasantry of 
New England. These should be deducted, and then they would 
see how many were directly engagedin manufactures. The 
agriculturist was taxed for every thing he wears for the benefit 
ofthe manufacturers, this smali proportion of the people of the 
United States, Whatrighthad Government to tax one man for 
the benefit of another? It was contrary to every principle of 
just Government; and he called on those who professed to 
legislate for the people, and to be opposed to despotisms, no 
longer to legislate for the few, but to carry out the great prin- 
ciples of equal legislation for the benefit of the many. 

They were told by gentlemen who he'd these doctrines, that 
they were legislating for the South. I: was very true that 
they intended to make us pay for some thirty years higher 
prices than we otherwise would, but they intended to make 
prices cheaper in the end; and for this purpose the present 
generation was to be bound down under the weight cf oppres- 
sive taxation. Whenhad the world witnessed such an anoma- 
ly as this? The very object of gentlemen was to make articles 
dear; the manufacturing interest could not live without taxa- 
tion; they lived on the oppressioa of the country; and still gen- 
tlemen said they were legislating for the labor of the country, 
and that those who oppose them are acting against the interests 
ofthe country. These interests sprung into existence amid the 
convulsions of war and the distress and suffering of the coun- 
try. The zentleman from Kentucky had represented this Go- 
vernment as hostile to the manufacturing interest, and said that 
manufactures sprung up with the help of Government. This 
wagnotso. This Government, if it had legislated for any sec- 
tion of the Union, had legislated for New England alone. He 
Mr. R. was willing that these interests should receive ali the 
benefits resulting froma fair construction of the Consti' ution; 
he was no enemy tothem; but when they were called for the 
benefit of these interests to submit to unconstitutional taxa- 
tion, at war with every principle of right, it was asking too 
much. 

Where originated the doctrine of the unconstitutionality of 
a protective tariff? Inthe South? No: the time was when 
England was affected by it in the same manner as the South, 
and she then opposed the doctrine, He here referred to the 
former opinions of Judge Story, of Daniel Webster, and others, 
in favor of the unconstitutionality of protection. The very 
men who formerly maintained the unconsiitutionality of a pro- 
tactive tariff now urged ito1 us. I: wouldthenseem that when 
it was not for the interest of New England that a protective 
tariff should exist, it was declared unconstitutional; and when 
it was for her interests, it was constitutional. In a tariff for 
revenue, no more discrimination ought to he made for one inte- 
restthananother. Letevery department of industry have an 
equal right to whatever benefit might result from a revente 
duty: if they acted on t important principle, was not an 
sary? Ife did mot think. as had 
overnment had no right to discrimi. 
dutirs for revenues on the contrary, he had said 
sion that he dit not thin 
be twenty percent; butin laying dudes fr 
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terest had flourished without the protection of Government, 
Prutection, so far from making commodities cheaper, as had 
been contended, made them dearer. kk was a law oF commerce 


and competition, that when the arm of the Government was 
fetched to the supportof any interest, prices never-could and 
never would be as cheap as otherwise. If the protective in- 
tercst were carried out, legislation now wasto be administered 
on the principle that commerce and agriculture were nui- 
sances; and thattaxation only was necessary, and legislation 
must be turned to one interest alone. Hecalled on gentlemen 
who professed so much regard for the interests of the people to 
Jook at our system of taxation. Were our duties laid according 
to the principle of the capacity of the tax-payer to pay? on those 
who possess capital and are able to pay? or laid the heaviest on 
those whe have the least capital? Didgentlemen intend to say 
that this system, by which the poor were made poorer and the 
tich richer, is to be perpetuated in this country? He had as 
much confidence in the growing greatness of our country as 
any one. Great Britain had not grown great from a protec- 
tive policy, but from her free institutions. It was the. liberty 
of Great Britain, as far as itexisied, which had given her her 
impulse—which had quickened her mdustry. Our progress to 
wealth and prosperity had been impeded by the millions and 
millions of dollars paid to manufactures. Were we to continue 
this course of tribute? It was nothing elsc. 

Æ This thing cailed pretection was nothing less than plunder; 
the taking property from one man and giving it to another; 
nothing less than making one section of the country tributary 
to another. Gentlemen could not deceive the people ag to the 
practical result of this whole policy; it was to tax the many 
for the benefitof the few. He had and still did indulge the hope 
that this Congress would adjust the question in sucn a way as 
that all portions of the country could stand together. It was 
not his desire that its different portions should stand in opposi- 
tion. Ifthe voice ofone who was noenemy tothe Union would 
not be disregarded, he would say, if the course now threatened 
to be pursued was persisted in, they would force an issue be- 
tween the different portions of the country and destrey our 
Union. He believed this plan to be most fatal to the very de- 
partment of industry which it was intended to benefit. It 
needed not duties laid on imports. Give it equal protection 
with the other departments of industry, and it would go on in 
prosperity and in harmony with the mghts and interests of the 
poor. Butifits friends, not contented with this, were deter- 
mined to subvert this Government into an instrument of their 
own aggrandizement—if they were determined wibute should 
be paid to them, he warned them that revolution would be the 
effect. 

We had seen it suggested in an abolition paper that, on 
the question of the tariff, a distinction was to be drawn be- 
tween slave labor and free labor. according to his view of 
the matter, the interests of the Union were intimately allied 
with each other; the different portions of the Uniou produced 
nothing alike, but were mutually dependent on each other. 
In this point of view, what was the attitude of this question? 
Let any gentleman contemplate the effect of raising up an issue 
between the different portions of the Union. What ori- 
ginaied the Union? Mutual interests and benefit, common liber- 
ty, and a due regard to the rights ofall. Raise up hostility in 
one section of the Union against anaiher, and the Union falls; 
andhe could not but view this attempt to excite this hostility 
with alarm. When the question came of surrendering the liber- 
ties of the South and her principles, held sacred, this Union 
must go. When gentiemen rose on this floor, and, on a ques- 
tion of taxation, held that the free labor is to be protected 
against the slave labor, they put the torch to the Constitution. 

‘The doctrine of equal rights was the doctrine of free trade ; 
the doctrine of free trade the dectrine of Christianity; and 
the doctrines of Christianity those of peace. Under the influ- 
ence of these our destiny was a glorious one: “the sword 
would be beat into the ploughshare,”? we should “know war 
no more,” and all portions of the Union would progress in 
harmony; but if the opposite principles were broached here, 
and persisted in, war must come, and with it oceans of blood, 
But should we not hope that our destiny was higher and ho- 
lier? Should we not take waming from the fate of oiher na- 
tions, and, adopting the principle of equal rights, move on 
united? It was said that South Carolina was occupied by 
heretical theories; but all these great theeries which lay at 
the foundation of American liberty and the Constitution, he 
would hug to his heart; he would not give. them for the sceptre 
of Cesar. Our destiny, he repeated, was a great and sJorious 
one, because it was “to do to others as we would they should do 
to ug,” and our course wou'd be onward with liberty and pros- 
perity; but let the interes's of one portion of the country be 
regarded as opposed to those of another, and American liberty 
and glory would set, and set for ever. 

Mr. RHETT having concluded— 

Mr. ATHERTON obtained the floor; but yielded te 

Mr. WELLER, who moved the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. W, waived the motion, however, fora moment. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO rose and said, that it gave him much 
pleasure to state to the House, that he was authorized, by mu- 
tual friends of Mr. BARTON and the Srzaxen, to sayi that since 
Mr. Barton made his remarks in_ the morning, bearing upon 
the decision of the Chair, he (Mr. Barton) had received infor- 
mation from a mutual friend, which satisfied him that he had 
spoken under a misapprehension of the facts, in consequence 
of which, he cheerfully withdrew his remarks. Mr. TALIA- 
perko further stated, that the misunderstanding had been ex- 
plained and honorably adjusted, and that each of the gentlemen 
was desirous that nothing further should be thought of the 
matter, 

The motion to adiourn was then pet, and agreed to. 

Ang the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Truuaspay, Decer ber 23, 1841. 
The Senate met at 12 o'clock. 
After the reading ef the journal, 
As and memoriais was presented— 
. WOODBRIDGE: Frem heirs of 
sie, on relatien to property 
the late war: referre? to the Cow- 


the 


Gs. 


By Str. LI From che Beard cf Heslh in 
the city of Washing on, asking shat en hospita: 
may be erected in the city of Washingicn. 


By Mr. HUNTINGTON: The memorial and 


papers in the case of Com. Isaac Hull,:for ‘certain 
services in Navy Yard, to be taken from ‘the ‘files 
of the Senate and referred to the Committee:on 
Naval Affairs. Pe : $ Eeay patep, 

By Mr. FULTON: The petition and papersiof 
Samuel Y. Keene, 10 be taken from the ‘files sof 
the Senate, and referred to the Committee: ion 
Claims. i i es 

By Mr. BOCHANAN: The petition of Peters, 
Moore and Co. to be taken from the files ‘of the 
Senate, to be sent to the House of Representatives, 
where the claim is now being investigated before.a 
committee. : eee oe ee 

Petitions were also presented by Mr. DIXON, 
and: several other Senators: the names ofthe: 
petitioners, and the purport of the petitions, could 
not be heard. ; 

Bills introduced on leave, which were, read. the 
first time, and, by special order, a second time, and 
appropriately referred, as follows: PES 

By.Mr. LUNN: A bill for the erection of a hos- 
pital in the city of Washington: referred to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. = 

By Mr. STURGEON: A bill for the reliefof 
the legal representative of Robert White; she 

A bill for the relief of the legal. representatives’ 
of William Sanford; © © = eosa eee 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal repte- 
sentetives of Joseph Morriss, deceased; which 
bills were severally referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS: A bill for the relief of Ja- 
cob Penel and others, owners of the brig Eliza of 
Brunswick. = 

Mr. MANGUM, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, gave notice to the Senate that the committee 
had given their permission to print the report of the 
Secretary of the Tressury. The report will be, 
accordingly, printed. Also, that they had withheld 
their permission to print sundry memorials, which 
will not, therefore, be printed. A 
` On motion of Mr. LINN, the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims was discharged from the further 
consideration of the petitions of James Kyser and 
Bernard Hooe. i 

On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands was discharged {rom the furiher 
| consideration of the bil! to revive the act entitled “An 
act to enable claimants to land within the limits of 
Missouri and the Territory of Arkansas to institute 
| proceedings to try the validity of (heir claims,” &c. 
and that it be referred to the Committee on Private 
i Land Claims. 

Mr. SMITH, fren the Committee on the Public 
Lands, reported back to the Senate, with an amend- 
| ment, a bill authorizieg the. inhabitants òf. town- 
chip 8 north, range 32 west, in the S:ate of Arkan- 
sas, to enter a section of land in lien. of the 16:h 
section in said township, upon condition that the 
same is surrendered to the United States. 

Mr. GRAHAM, from the Committee on Claims, 
made an unfavorable report on the petition of 
Jobn S. Harris, for increase of compensation for 
extra services in taking the sixth census, The re- 
port was ordered to lie on the table, and be 
| printed. ; 

Also reported back to the Senate, with an 
amendment, the bill for the relief of James H. 
Relfe. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Nas 
val Affairs, made an unfavorable report on the pe- 
tition of Charles Clayton. 

i On motion of Wr. SMITH of Indiana, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency ef. in- 
cre ; the salary of the disiriet jadge from the 
| sum of $1,000, bis present salary, to that of 
Í €1,500, the salary of the superior judge o: tha 
t 


Siale. 

Oa motion of Mr. PAPPAN, 

Resolved, That the Svarctary of the Treasury bi 
directed to report to the Senate the accernt of th 
| poblie debt et this ime, and on the 3: reh las! 


and the pa iteres of oech debt. 


Vreseury F 
directed 10 con-municate is the Serate a rtatemel 
si the imporisand exrait of poid and rilverecie ar 
bullion annusliy, and as far back as the records 


52 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


the Treasury will permit the same to be made up; 
also the annual amount of gold and silver coinage 
in the mint and branch mints of the United States 
since the establishment of the mint; also the an- 
nual exportation of gold and silver coinage of the 
mint of the United Siates, with a letter of. reca- 
pitulation, showing the aggregate under each 
head. $ f 

Mr. LINN submitted the following, which was 
erdered to lie on the table till to-morrow: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to make a report to the Senate, showing 
what would have been the operation of the Land 
Distribution bill if it had been in operation during 
the year 184], and how much would have been 
pa gerd i shares of each State and Territory 
and the District of Columbia under said bill, ac- 
cording to the ascertained and estimated product 
of the land sales for the year. Also, the distribu- 
tive share of each individual, provided the said 
revenue should have been divided out by the head 
to the entire population of the Union according to 
the census of 1840; and how much would have 
been the distributive shares of the States, Territo- 
ries, and District of Columbia, and individuals, 
provided all the proper cosis and charges upon the 
lands, consisting of Indian annuities payable during 
the year, and the current purchases of lands from 
Indians, in ‘addition to other costs and charges 
named. in the distribution act, were first Ceducted 
before the distribution should be made. 

Mr. PRESTON moved to take up his proposition 
to print 3,000 copies extra of the report-of the Se- 
eretary of the Treasury relative to the Treasury 
Bank, 

Mr. BUCHANAN remarked that he had in- 
tended to make one or two observations upon this 
subject, but, in consequence of indisposition, he 
was not able to do so this morning. But, as he 
had understood the Senator from South Carolina as 
saying that he intended to move a reference of this 
project to a committee, he would, so far as he was 
concerned, suffer it to be printed; and would re- 
serve his remarks until the subject should again be 
brought before the Senate, 

Mr. PRESTON said that the Senator had mis- 
understood him. However, he had no doubt that 
a motion would be made to refer the subject to a 
commiitee, and an opportunity would then occur 
for Senators to speak upon it, 

The question was taken, and decided in the af- 
firmative; so three thousand extra copies ef there- 

ort were ordered to be printed. : 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the 
unfinished business, and took up the bill for the re- 
lief of Samuel Crapin. 

The PRESIDENT stated the question, shall the 
Dill be read a third time? when 

Mr. CALHOUN arose, and said that as they 
were within a few days of the holydays, they bad 
better adjourn over to Monday next, as no doubt 
many gentlemen ware desirovs to go home to spend 
the Christmas with their friends. He therefore 
moved that when the Senate adjourn, it adjourn to 
meet on Monday next, 

The question being taken, the motion was unani- 
mously agreed to. 

Mr. CALHOUN then moved thatthe Senate do 
now adjourn; and after an effort to have action on 
the above bill, ý 

The Senate adjourned til 
o’cleck. 


HOUSE OF REVRESENTATIVES, 
THURSDAY, December 23, 1841. 
The journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
Mr. THOMPSON of M sippi introduced his 
colleague, Hon. Mr. GWIN, Representative elect 
from that iate, wbo was qualified, and took his 
seat, 


THE GOVERNMENT LOAN, 

On leave given, Br. FILLMORE, from the 
Committee of Ways aud Means, reported the fol- 
lc wing bill: 

À iLL ior the extension of the! oan of eighteen 
hundred and forty-one, and for an addition of 
five million dollars thereto, 

Be it enacied by the Senate and Heuse of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congres: 


l 


assembled, That the time limited by the first section 
of the actof Congress entitled “An act. authorize 


| ing a loan not exceeding the sum of twelve mil- 


lions of dollars,” approved July 21st, 1841, for 
obtaining said loan, shall be, and the same is 
hereby, extended for one year from the passage of 
this act. - 

Src. 2. And be itfurther enacted, That so much 
of said loan as may be obtained after the passage 
of thisactshall be made reimbursable either at the 
will of the Secretary of the Treasury, after six 
months’ notice, or at any time after twelve years 
from the first day of January next. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the cer- 
tificates hereafter to be issued for said loan may, 
when required, be in such form as shall be pre- 
seribed by the Secretary of the Treasury, so that 


_ the stock may be transferable by delivery of the 


certificate instead of being assignable on the books 
of the Treasury. 2 

Suc. 4. And be it further enacted, That all the 
provisions of the said act not hereby modified or 
changed, shall be and remain in force, and apply 
to this act. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the Presi- 
dent of the United States is hereby authorized to 
bcrrow an additional sum, not exceeding the sum 
of five millions of dollars, if in his epinion the 
exigencies of the Government may require the 
same; which additional loan skall be made within 
the time and according to the provisions of said act 
as modified by this. 

The bill having been read twice by its title was 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

THE CHRISTMAS HOLYDAYS. 

On motion of Mr. CUSHING, it was resolved 
that when this House adjourn, it adjourn to meet 
on Monday next. 

On leave given, petitions and memorials were 
presented by the following members, and were ap- 
priately referred: 

Mr. STUAR® of Illinois, (who presented the 
petition of James T. Gifford, praying the modifi- 
cation of the Jaw granting pre-emplions to actual 
settlers upon the public lands, passed September, 
1841.) 

Mr. LITTLEFIELD of Maine. 

(Mr. LirruereLD of Maine presented the fol- 
lowing petiiicns, which were severally referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions: 

Of Samuel Swallow, of Buckfield, Maine, for in- 
crease of pension. 

Of Simeon Caswell, of Bridgion, Maine, for a 
pension. j 

Of Benjamin Rowe, of Plantation No. 2, Meine 
for a pensien. 

Of Samuel T. Winslow, of Minot, Maine, for a 
pension, 

Of Isaac Allen, of Turner, Maine, for a pene 
SIOR. 

Mr. S. MASON of Obio. 

Mr. CROSS, of Arkansas. 


> 


{Mr. Cross presented the memorial of Captain 
Henry M. Shreve, praying that the United States 
make remuneration for the past use of bis patent 
for snzg-boats, and purchase the same for future 
use, &c. which, on his motion, was referred toa 
Select Committee. ] 

Mr. BRIGGS asked leave to offer the follow- 
ing resolution heretofore offered by him, but not re- 
ceived: 

Revolved, Phat the Committee on the Post Of- 
fice and Post Roads he instructed to inquire into 
the expedieney of abolishieg the franking pri- 
vilege allowed by existing Jaws, of reducing the 
es of letter postage, regulating and equalizing 
ihe posiage on newspapers and pamphlets, and 
alse of fixing the tariff of pos'ages in Federal cur- 
reney. 

Objection being made, the resoiution was net re- 
ceived, Oo Ae 
= Mr. HOPKINS called for the orders of the day. 
being the 

REFERENCE OF THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE, 

The unfisished business cf yesterday was the || 
following branch of the resolution of Mr. Frun- 
morr, providing for the reference*of the snnual 
message of the President of the United States: 


Resolved, That so much thereof as relates to 
the tariff be'yeferred fo the Committeee on Manu- 
factures. 4 $ 

Which resojution;My. Arnerton had heretofore 
bd, by striking out the words “Com. 
mittee on Manfagtures,” and inserting the words 
“Committee of ys and Means.” . 

- Which amendghent Mr. Ruxrr yesterday moved 
to amend, by adding thereto the following: 

“With instructions that, should it be their opi- 
nion expedient to lay additional duties, they shall 
be so laid as not to discriminate in favor of any 
particular class of industry in the United States.» 

And the question was on agreeing to the amend- 
ment to the amendment... 

Mr. ATHERTON, who was entitled to the floor, 
rose and addressed the Chair; but yielded momen- 
tarily to 

Mr. GARRETT DAVIS, who asked leave to 
offer the following resolution; which was read for 
information: 

Resolved, Resolved that the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury inform this House how many officers and other 
persons in the employment of the Government were 
in any way connected with each port of entry of 
the United States on the 3d day of March, 
1829; how many on the 3d day of March, 1841; 
and how many en the Ist day of December, 1841; 
with the annual compensation of each officer and 
other person, by classes, at those dates respectively, 
and ‘the aggregate amount, and also all other ex- 
penses at each port. Also, that the Secretary fur- 
ther inform this House how much revenue was col- 
lected at each custom-house in the United States 
for the year preceding the 4th day of March, 1829; 
how much for the year preceding the 4th day of 
March, 1841; and how much for the last current 
fiseal year. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State, the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, the Secretary of War, the 
Secretary of the Navy, and the Postmaster Gene- 
ral, report to this Hiouse whether the law of Con- 
gress directing the job printing, stationery, and 
binding of their Departments respectively to be 
furnished by contract, after proposals shall have 
been advertised in the public prints, has been exe- 
cuted; and, if such law hes been execnted, or 
whether ithas or not, at what rates such printing 
has been done, and the difference between those 
rates and the rates for which the printing of the 
two Fiouses of Congress was done at the first ses- 
sion of the present Congress, 

Resolved, Thai the President of the United States 
inform this House under what authority the com- 
mission, consisting of George Poindexter and 
others, for the investigation of the concerns of the 
New York custom-house, was raised; what were 
the purposes and objects of sald commission; how 
many persons have in any way been connected 
with it; and the contpensation received, or to be re- 
ceived, by each; and the aggregate cost of every 
description of said commission. 

Mr. CUSHING said he thought this resolution 
required some reflection, It was so long and 
complex that he could not say yet whether he 
should vote for it or not. 

The SPEAKER said, if the resoluiion was eb- 
jected to, it must lie cver. 

Mr. G. DAVIS desired to know if he was to 
understand the gentlemen from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Cusnine] as objecting to the resolution. 

Mr. CUSHING caid he objected to its present 
consideration, He did not know whether he 
should vote against the resolution or not. 

Mr. G. DAVIS said he would then move a sus- 
pension of the rule. 

The SPEAKER s 
der. The House w 
pension of jis rules, 
Hampshire 
oor. 


tbe motion was not in or- 
s already acting under a sur- 
and the gentleman from New 


[Mr. Aruparox] was entitle] to the 


Waougn he supposed thatthe subject of the expen- 
ditures of the Government and the present state of 
the Treasury was in a great measure connected 
with the question before the House, which was, 


whether the subject of the tariff, as referred to in 
the President’s message, should be committed to 
the charge of the Committee on Manufactures or 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, to which 
committee the subject of the revenue, the receipts 
and expenditures of the Government, and the ways 
and means to carry it on, properly belong. Yet | 
be should not bave entered at all upon this subject | 
had it not been already introduced to the. House 
by other gentlemen during the course of the debate. 
The gentleman from Virginia, formerly chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means, [Mr. J. 
W., Jones,] alluded to that portion of the Presi- 
dent’s message in which he states that expenditures 
for the present year at upwards of thirty-two 
millions of dollars, ard remarked that here was 
seen the vast difference which frequently exists 
between profession and practice. In reply to 
that remark, something was said about the neces- 
sity of these expenditures, in consequence of the 
twelve million debt which was bequeathed to this 
administration by the last. It would be recollected 
by all, that in the report of the late Secretary of the | 
Treasury, [Mr. Ewina,] a method the most 
surprising was siezed upon to swell out the 
amount of indebiedness, and ihat was by including 
in his estimate, the expenses that were to be incur- 
red, and also including the balances that be pro- | 
posed to be kept on hand in the Treasury. Now H 
he could conceive of no other way of arrivingat | 
the amount of that debt but by counting the out- | 
standing Treasury notes. According to his recol- 
lection they were but alittle over five millions of | 
dollars when the last Administration went out of 
office. But had this debt been paid by the present 
Administration? On the contrary, it appeared by | 
the returns made by the Secretary of the Treasury | 
on the 1st of December, that the amount of Trea- | 
sury notes then outstanding was seven millions aad 
upwards, and that an addition of two miliions kad | 
been made to this portion of the public debt by this 
reform Administration. So fer from having paid 
off the small debt of five millions, of the last Ad- 
ministration, they had increvsed that debt to twelve 
millions and a half. | 
Something also had been said in the course of 
this debate in relation to the expenditure of the j 
sum of thirty-nine millions yearly during Mr. Van | 
Buren’s administration. Now, there were docu- 
ments which could be referred to, and which would 
show the amount of expenditures proper of that 
Administration for each and every year. This 
was nota mere computation or estimate, but it was 
derived from actual facts, as they were known to 
exist—for on tùis point the past at least was secure. | 
It conld be demonstrated by figures what these ex- 
‘penditures were. Mr. A. ihen preceeded to draw 
a parallel between the expenditures of Mr. Van 
Buren’s administration and those of the preseat 
Administration, drawing strong deductions in favor 
of the economy of the former, und enlogizing the 
plans of reductions which, Bar. A. said, were ia 
suceesifal cperation, and contrasting them wilh 
the plans and propositions of the present reform- 
ing Administration.” i 
It had been said that the expenditures which had 
been incurred were attributable, in par’, to the 
votes of the Van Buren party. Was that the fact? 
Did the Van Buren pariy cause the vast expendi- 


tures of money atterdant cn the special session? a 
session which that party regarded as having been 
so unnecessarily called. The time, Mr. A, said, 
during which the Whigs had held power, was ex- © 
ceedingly short; but time was sometimes mea- : 
sured by the lapse of events as weil as of years, CF 
monihs, or days. And the lime had been long | 
enough to hold an extra session in; and lessons cf | 
misrule had beer Anpicd into that brief period ef 
time which, ordinarily spes sing, years could net | 
have been expceted to have brenght forb. Mr. 
A. then alluded to ihe resudis ot lete clecticns; 
marking that these resnus must have taught t 
most obdurate that victory had rs 

customed standard, and that the glorious Dem-- 
cratic banner, temporardy siricken down, now 
floated over the lard in triumph upon every 
breeze. 


turned to Hs ac |) 


| 
t 
i 
; 
But to come more immediately to the szbject be- | 
fore the House. Í 
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I: seemed to him~ that if any thing was wanting 
to prove the truth of the suggestion he made in in- 
troducing his amendment referring this part of the 
message to the Committee of Ways and Means— 
(which suggestion was, that it was a question be- 
tween laying a tariff fer protection and a tariff for 
revenue)—that proof bad been furnished by the 
course which this debate bad taken. For, what 
had they heard? The old arguments in faver of a 
protective tariff. And although some gentlemen 
professed to wish only a tariff for revenue, still the 
whole course and tenor of their argument went to 
show that they were desirous to make the incident 
greater than the principle. 

The question (Mr. A. contended) ia replying to 
the arguments of some gentlemen, was not whether 
the Committee on Manufactures ought to be abo- 
lished, (although there had been an attempt to make 
that the issue,) nor whether incidental protection 
might or might not, in any instance, be afforded. 
But the sole question was, as he conceived, should 
the object of a tariff be to raiserevenue, or to afford 
proteetion? That, he considered, was the only 
question involved in the issue before the House. 
And he must be permitted to say, that those who 
suggested that the doctrines of free trade were de- 
signed for the exclusive benefit of the South, and 
that those who advccated them thereby protected 
the South, or that those doctrines were calculated 
to subserve the interest of any particular cection, 
or class, or species of industry, did injustice to 
those expansive, enlarged, and liberal doctrines. 
They made themselves liable to the very objection 
which, in his opinion, those who favored the pro- 
tective tariff policy were liable. For his own part, 
he considered that these doctrines were well caleu- 
lated to do justice to all portions of tbe Union; he 
conceived them calculated, he would not say to 
protect—because that word had been so much mis- 
used—but to give free scope to industry, aud to en- 
courage every class of society. They were calcu- 
lated to prevent special legislation for special inte- 
rests, and for particular sections; and this he re- 
garded as their great merit, 

Reference had been made to the State which he 
in part represented—made, too, in & somewhat un- 
kind manner—by a gentleman from New York 
and a gentieman from Vermont. This refererce 
he thought uncalled for. The Legislature of the 
State of New Hampshire bad, on various occa- 
sions, passed resolutions expressive of their opi- 
nion both as to the unconstitutionality and inexpe- 
diency of a protective tariff—resclutions couche } 
in strong language. Those resolutions emanated 
from representatives who expressed the opinien of 
a large majority of the people cf that State—in- 
habitants of 2 State which, though sterile in soil, 
had converted it inio an expanse cf territory. con- 
taining probably as much general cowfort, intelli- 

ence, compziency, and educaticn, as universally 
diffased as any other section of counjry, of simi- 
jar extent, in the United States. But he believed 
that they understood their own intere and cid 
not need to be rem ent 


rem Vermont (Mr. Stave] ! 
Hampshire bad been long € 
thes t net been cdocated in the Anti- 
masonie school, norin the Natienal Republican 
Aimecrizan system schot!, nor did he (Mr. 4.) eer- 
ceive that an enlarged patriotism consisted in ep- 


i plying the tereh of the incendiary to the glorious 
| temple cf our Union. 


Whether he represented the interes's of his con- 
ieents or net, was a matter between him and 
Lui if he believed, or had had any evidence 
him, by an election held since his own, 
misreprecenied Fis co esis, he wouid 
holl bis seat. Wh hat was the esse 
ve gentleman tom New York (Mr. Lins] he 
. A.) could not know. 
z A. then went inio some general remarks oa 
ihe operatien of the protective system, and the 
view: of his own State in relation the y- 
ing, as he went along, to the arguments ef several 
genilemen who had preceded bim, 

He believed ihat it would take a losg time fo con- 
vince the peoe of this country, that legislation in 
favor of any one particular class, was for tke þe- 


nefit of ali the rest: What was it-but:a new 
sion of the old doctrine, let the Government take. 
care of the rich, and the rich will take.care-of the... 
poor? The gentleman from Massachusetts seemed: ” 
to think that those who were not willing to: vote: 
for teferring this subject to the Committee on Ma4. 
nufactures, were for ruining all the manufactures: 
in the country; and. this was always.the way. with i 
those who claim special privileges. If yopare.; 
unwilling to grant them all they ask by taxing the 
rest of the community for their benefit, they make « 
agreatoutery that you are oppressing them and 
ruining their business. Thus it was with the banks.. 
They must have the privilege of passing off theit 
worthless irredeemable paper, and by this means. 
defrauding and swindling the public, or. else 
they are grievously injured and oppressed. 
But. the. argument of the gentleman from 
New York was a little amusing. He calis on us 
to protect American labor against the pauper labor 
of Great Bruain; and in another part of his re- 
marks, he calls upon us to follow the example. of 
England, in legislating for the protection of do- 
mestic industry... Why, according to the:gentle-, 
man, England has been taking the same means for 
protecting her labor; and yet, to protect American 
labor against the pauper labor ef England, we are 
called upon to introduce the same species of tegis- . 
lation which has reduced the people of that coantry : + 
to the condition of paupers. Did the gentleman 
want the free people of this country to be ground 
down to the state of wretchedness, destitution, and 
viee, that the laboring classes of Europe suffer une 
der? Mr. A. did not know. what the gentleman 
meant by protection of American laborers; but 
he should think, from his arguments, that it was the 
same kind of protection that vulturesgave tolambs. 
What was this boasted protection afier atl? Why, 
it was nothing more nor less than taxation, And 
did gentlemen think that the people cf this coun- 
try could be brought to believe that taxation was 
a blessing? If our industry depended on legisla- 
tion such as: this, why not lay the taxes whether, 
the money was needed or noi? And, indeed, those 
who went for this doctrine cf protection must be 
willing not only to increase the expenditures of the 
Government for the sake of laying taxes, but. to 
tax the people, whether money is needed or not for 
the purposes cf the Government. Sir, said Mr A. 
my constituents believe that this system of legisla- 
tion is unjust and unconstitutional, and that Go- 
yeramen: was not instituted for any such purposes. 
It was for those who lived under a paternal des- 
potism to go for special privileges, Bot the citizens 
of a free Republic waote true interests were bes’ 
r ai by equal sighis and equal laws, and who 
only asked of you to let industry work out iis-own. 
channels and not interfere with its natural course. 
Afer replying to the arguments of Mr. SLADE, Mr. 
A. ecneluced his remarks by contending that if the 
object was revenue, this portion of the message 
ought, in bis ament, to go to that commitiee 
whieh bad jurisdiction of the subject, namely, the 
omritiee of Ways and Means, and notto any 
tee which was bound to look to any parti- 
i st or any particular class. 
REYNOLDS said fora few moments he 
row his drop into the bucket of free trade. 
ras extreraciy important to the coun- 
ig ecnsequences, His constituents ia 
illinois believed in the principles of egna- 
the taxation in the Siate of Hlinois, under 
their stitution, wes laid according to the distri- 
Ludon of property. He was not prepared to say 
that his people would be willing to go for direct 
taxes; but this was the preper mode, and be~ 
fore ten years had passed we should see 
this Government supported by direct taxation, 
because 1t was on the principle of equality. He 
extremely sorry that be saw many of his 
e friends from the Sate of his nativity 
with him, and going a ttle in for pro- 
tactive dies. The Presidents message was tight 
inone thing in discrimination, and wrong ia the 
other. H was wrong when it wentio protect cere 
tain branches of industry; bat it was right when it 
went to discriminate according to the prineiples he 
had laid down—accordivg to the property of the 
individuals coasumirg these artel 
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Tight, to saddle the tax on the individuals who had 
the most money. That was discriminating duty, 
and that wagall that ought to be discriminated, 
He would say to the gentieman from New. York, 
[Mr. Linn} who had referred to the authority 
of ancient. usage in support of his doctrine, that 
ancient customs were sometimes wrong. It was 
formerly contended in England than kings governed 
by Divine right. The gentleman would detest an 
idea of this description. The gentleman from New 
York would, no. say it was a doctrine of this day. 
Those things had all passed away—had been abo- 
lished by common sense and reason. We adopted 
various improvements in the march of intellect in 
the country; we must be guided by the light of ex- 
perience. l might have ben right in 1789. to pro- 
tect manufactures, and might be wrong at this 
time. Was not every age competent to govern 
itself? He could demonstrate to some of- some of 
his worthy friends that they were wrong, and he 
wished them to come over and vote against protec- 
tion. He spoke particularly to the gentleman from 
Tennessee [Mr. ARNOLD] before him. If he could 
demonstrate that to protect manufactures was to 
Prostrate all equality, then he would call on them 
to come over and vote for equal principles. Was 
it right to tax ninety-nine out of one hundred indi- 
viduals for the benefit of the remaining one, who 
could sustain himself without it? When you give 
one man a privilege, of necessity you must take it 
from another man; . He wanted not to depress 
manufactures, but to- place them on the same 
ground with other branches of industry. Let every 
individual depend on himself, and we would go on 
to glory much better. 

The gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. MARSHALL] 
yesterday spoke of the glory of England. He 
brought up, as lawyers usually do, the good side 
only. England was the most powerful nation on 
earth; but did it become so by protection? Were 
there not there thousands of poor individuais 
starving for want of bread? Was that an example 
for us? This reminded him of the fable of the fly 
and bees. The fly came every day to the bee hive 
to teach the bees music. The fly was poor, cold, 
aud hungry. The bees said to this fly, go hence; 
your profession has brought you to this condition, 
and we do not want to learn your business. Could 
not this be applied to England? One great means 
of England’s power arose probably from doing 
what it had been doing—ruoning roughshod over 
the poor Chinese, simply because they refused to 
eat opium. England was also doing us injuries. 
We had been delayed twenty or thirty years in the 
settlement of our Northeastern boundary question. 
She took every thing, and gave up nothing. From 
this course the English Gavernment has become so 
powerful. It was our duty to prevent these long 
negotiations, and bring things to a close. His 
maxim was, “an honorable peace, or a decided 

“war.” Did they betieve that Eogland would have 
done any thing to repair the burning of the Caro- 
line if we had not got an individval in New York 
who, he believed, was guilty enough to be hung? 
If we let negotiations settle these matters, we never 
would see them settled on earth. But England 
was doing worse still than this. Lord Aberdeen 
had asserted the right of visitation. If they could 
visit our ships, and we not visit theirs, was it not 
equal to the right of search? It was very probable 
that these movements of the British Government 
had done raore to raise her character and power 
than any protective duties. But it was extremely 
singular to hear an individual talking about the 
Caroline, when discussing the subject of free irade; 
and only that he had the precedent before him, he 
would not have done it, except in Committee of 
the Whole, There they had no limits except their 
imaginations. In bis State there were but two 
manuiactories. Was it right to tax all the cther 
people of the State for their benefi? When the 
working people of the country saw they were 
obliged to.te taxed for the benefit of the manufac- 
turers, thry would give it up, and go against the 
system of protection, 

Mr. ARNOLD said he had been advised by 
some of his friends to speak upon this question. 
They had said that perhaps a speech would have 


some beneficial effect on him. They were afraid, 


by his silence at ihis session, that he had accumu- 
fated rather teo much steam, aud he bad better let 
it off, so thathe might get relief. He bad had no 


- idea of doing this until he heard the ranting, raving 


speech of the little gentleman. from New Hamp- 
shire, [Mr. Arnerton;}] but the very faceiious— 
he must not say the ridiculous—speech of the gen- 
tleman from Íllinois [Mr. Reynoztps] had almest 
put him out of the notion of speaking; but, as the 
gentleman hailed originally from the same section 
of country from which he came, he would endeavor 
to answer one or two of his positions: They had 
heard an extraordinary speech from the gentleman 
from New Hampshire, He had come up and as- 
sailed this Administration, running a parallel be- 
tween the expenditures of this Administration and 
those of the late Administration of Mr. Van Buren, 
it was a most extraordinary position. Whose Ad- 
ministration was this? Was ita Whig Adminis- 
tration? He (Mr. Arnotp) denied emphatically 
that itwas. It had not the least tincture of Whig 
doctrines about it. [Laughter.] No; it was the 
gentleman’s own Administration; it had merely 
changed hands. It was true, the people thought 
they had effected a great revolution in 1840. They 
had hurled Van Buren from power with scorn, 
contempt, and indignation—more so, perhaps, than 
any man was ever hurled from the Presidential 
chair; and there the matter ended. He had thought 
that they had effected a revolution; the great mass 
of the people through the country had thought so. 
But an unfortunate stroke of Providence falling on 
us, and taking the lamented Harrison {rom us, had 
thrown this Government instantaneously, at the 
moment of that venerable patriot’s decease, into 
the hands of modern Democracy again; and when 
a Whig Congress had been paralyzed in every ef- 
fect by the Exeentive, who now stood surrounded 
by the modern Democracy on every hand, modern 
Democracy rises here, and runs a parallel between 
the expenditures of Van Buren’s administration 
and the administration of John Tyler, who was a 
worse Loco Foco than Van Buren! It was most 
extraordinary. Could a man listen to it with pa- 
lience? No; sick as he was, he could not. 
[Laughter.] They (the Whigs) were not account- 
able, and did not intend to be, to this Administra- 
tion. The gentleman talked abouta revolution. 
Yes; there had been a revolution, and one that this 
country would long fxel, which began at the day of 
the demise of William Henry Harriscn whom 
they had elected. Were they accountable to this 
Aministration? Where was Harrison’s cabinet? 
Only one of them was left, and he was in so ques- 
Uonable a shape that he hada mind to speak to 
him. And was that a revolution? What was 
there in aay of the great measures of the late ses- 
sion that, as the gentleman toldthem, had been 
condemned? He knew, from the indications he 
bad seen in the public prints, that they who were 


.the Whig party proper on this floor were to be par- 


alyzed at the White House. He knew that when 
they come here they were to be hardly tolerated in 
this House; that there would be an attempt to ride 
over them roughshod; and they had this day wit- 
nessed the beginning of that attempt from the 
great, lofty, and gigantic State of New Hampshire. 

As the gentleman from New Hampshire had 
taken such hasty offence at what the gentleman 
from Vermont had said, he (Mr. Arnotp) could 
do him the favor to give him his opision ot New 
Hamdshire—of the natural, moral, and political 
state of New Hampshire. He should give his 
opinion on all these heads before kbe satdown. He 
knew that the Whigs who were left here were 
hardly to be tolerated this session, and they had 
seen the beginning of it this morning. They had 
seen it held out in the official paper here—he called 
it the official; to be sure there was a little split ap- 
parently on the subjectof the “fiscaliry,” but on 
all other things be looked on the Globe more as the 
Official organ than any other paper except the 
Herald, and that had been twitting them, and tel- 
ling them how modest the great Whig party were 
who had passed the “gag rule;” that they felt the 
rebuke the people had given them. He would 
teach the Globe, if his life was spared, before this 
session closed, how munch he had refermed—how 
much he had changed his opinions since the called 


session. The modern Democracy was perfectly 
intoxicated at its apparent suceess at the recent 
elections at the East, the West, North, and South; 
and were coming here and giving notice that they 
would repeal ths bill and that. Beautiful, in- 
deed! A revolution! [Laughter.]. What pro. 
duced this revolution? Did the cry of the “gag,” 
of the “one hour rule?” Did the people want to 
hear six or eight hour speeches here at the called 
session, when the nation was bowed down and 
mourning under misery and wretchedness? Was 
the “one hour rule” the cause of the great revolu- 
tion of which they spoke? He said it was not. 
The American people,so farashe had been with 
them—the intelligent of all parties, said that. the 
“one hour rule” was a great and a glorious rule; 
and they hoped to see it inserted among the rules 
of this Elouse as a permanent rule, because they 
say one hour is long enough for a man of sense to 
speak. and a great deal too long for a fool. Was 
itthe rule to take a bill out of committee that 
they might come to a vote on it, which they had 
borrowed from the Demoerats,*that had caused 
this revolution? That was not eriginal with the 
Whigs. The only original measure was the ‘one 
hour rule.” The taking a bill out of committee 
originated with the modern Democracy; and if that 
would produce a revolution in this country, it was 
a most extraordinary state of things. What was 
it that had produced the revolution? Was it the 


, distribution bill? That had not yet gone into effect. 
| Was it the bankrupt law? that law of humanity 


in favor of the poor, over whom the modern De- 
mocracy shed so many crocodile tears, and which 
provided, when you had wrung every thing from 
him, for the relief of an unfortunate and honest 
poor man—for he must be honest before he can 
take the benefit of this Jaw, which was a law of 
humanity, of kindness, and gentleness? Could it 
be that the people had been revolutionized on ac- 
count of this law? It was notso. Modern De- 
mocracy may cease to laugh on thissubject. The 
revolution of which they speak is all imagination. 
It had been created by the apathy of the Whigs— 
by the smoke from the artillery at the other cnd of 
the avenue. Their own guns, which the Whigs 
had mounted and charged, had been turned upon 
them. 

Maryland had elected a Democratic Governor, 
because 8 000 Whigs had staid at home; and mo- 
dern Democracy had triumphed in New York be- 
eause 50,000 Whigs had staid at home. He 
thanked God that they had not doneit in Tennes- 
see. The Whigs had triumped there under the 
State of things produced by this modern Demo- 
cratic President, although they came very near 
losing the Siate, because a great many of the ho- 
nest people did not know where to Jay the blame. 
They saw us here two weeks organizing this 
House, and you know what part the modern De- 
mocracy took in retarding the business of the 
country by motions to adjourn, and the call of yeas 
and nays every quarter of an hour. And if this 
right arm was net enervated, the country should 
know what it was that disorganized this House for 
nearly two weeks, when we came up to relieve the 
couniry. They all knew, but the people did not 
know, and it should be known how the modern 
Democracy acts. And the gentleman from New 
Hampshire had intimated to the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. Linn] because his [Mr. L’s] con- 
stituents did not all turn out, but 800 in his dis- 
trict staid away from the polls, that he ought to 
resign. The gentleman had said “there has been 
a voie since you weie elected, and the majority 
voted against you.” It was a bad rule that did 
not work both ways. He wanted the gentleman to 
stand up to this doctrine, and be (Mr. ARNOLD) 
would pledge his right arm that he would 
never represent a district that went for King Scape- 
goat. How had tae modern Democracy acted if 
the other branch of this Legislatur:? Look to 
Onio. He should not be inorder ifhe spoke of 
“Petticoat Alten,” but gentlemen took great lati- 
tude here sometimes, and, as the Federal gentle- 
man from Illinois had said, every thing had becn 
discussed but the question before the House. At 
the beginning of the disenssion he had asked the 
Speaker if there was no rule by which this could 


be stopped, for he saw to what it would lead, but he 
could do nothing. ~ ; 

He intended to have stopped this debate until 
the question could have come up fairly on the re- 
modification of the tariff; but on the question of re- 
ference the whole matter had been opened, and 
they had gone pre and con into the merits of Van 
Buren’s and Tyler’s administrations; and the mo- 
dern Democracy were railing at Tyler’s Adminis- 
tration! That was the greatest humbug that he 
had heard; that the Whigs were to be held account- 
able for this Administration! Harrison -was going 
to turn out the rogues and rascals of Van Buren’s 
administration, while he allowed the clever fel- 
lows to remain in office. He (Mr. A) was 
against proscription. He had said here and every- 
where that he was opposed to it. His district 
would tell what his feelings were. But the Ame. 
rican people expected that the dishonest and incom- 
petent part of the officeholders were to be turned out. 
And what was the unquestioned faci? Tyler had 
not only kept in office some who were considered 
most dishonest, but worse than that, the very dis- 
honest knave that the sound patriot Harrison, who 
never removed an officer without cause, had put 
out of office, John Tyler, this modern Loco Foco, 
had put into office again. And here was modern 
Loco Focoism getting up, and telling us, “Justify 
your Administration !” 

He had thought that this system of burning Trege 
sury buildings would be stopped, but how would it 
be, if Tyler kept in office these very rogues? Tyler 
had not only kept such men in office, but those 
whom General Harrison, who wis never known to 
do any man injustice on the face of the earth, had 
turned out, Tyler had reinstated. And now the 
gentleman from New Hampshire says “your Ad- 
ministration is so extravagant!’ Should he (Mr. 
ARNOLD) sit by and hear these things, and not con- 
tradict them? and not let the country know the 
truth? He would not doit. The country should 
know the length, breadth, and height of Tylers 
wickedness. He had nothing to ask of him. We 
had atked to have a modern Leco Foco, who just 
before the close of Mr. Van Buren’s administra- 
tion whopped about and became a Van Buren 
man, removed from office, and a man much more 
competent, whom. every Whiz member from the 
State recommended, to be appointed in his slead, 
but Joha Tyler and his Secretary of State, between 
them, had kept in office the former incumbent 
against the unanimous recommendation of every 
Whig member from ‘Tennessee. 

He said to the gentleman from New Hampshire, 
if this great revolution haa taken place of which 
he speaks, if it proved any thing on the face of the 
earth, it proved that the people just wanted to get 
rid of Van Buren; and as soon es that was done, 
they were willing to accept of Tyler, or any Loco 
Foco. But that was not the case. 

If these Loco Foco principles were to be.carried 
out, Van Buren might as well have done it as any 
one; and he should infinitely have preferred this 
to its being done by Tyler. When a gentleman 
“pitches and coos,” (to use a homely phrase,) as 
the gentleman from New Hampshire had done to- 
day, he ought to remember that all his efforts fall 
on the devoted head of Van Buren. Whatarevo- 
lution! Thatthe American people should put 
the Whig party into power, and then return back 
to Democracy without trying one solitary Whig 
measure! It was notso. Ifhe eculd believe so 
he would feel as the modern Democracy did last 
fall. When the reporis of Harrison’s success 
came in, several leading Democrats said to him, 
“Well, Arnold, eur party has abused Hamilton 
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very much because he said the people were bot j 


capable of self government.” When the thunders 
of the artillery were heard in the Mast, West 
North and Soaih—when they raw the triumph of 
William Herry Hara Democracy sal very 
calmly, as tho Wh > now iepresenied by 
the Globe, comple chap fallen, and said, 
s You nave abused oid Hawuton wrongfully ; he 
gaid the American people were ne! capabie of seif 
government, and now we are ec vinei of the 
trath of i”? Now, he acknowledged if there 
was a revolution—if, on account of ihe one hour 
rule, or the mode of taking bills oui of committee, 


| racters of living gold. 
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the American people had performed this great revo- 

lution against the Whig party, and put the. modern 
Democracy in, that the American people were inca- 
pable ofself government. It was inconsistent with 
common sense. Why had not “petticoat Allen,” 
with twenty-five thousand votes. against him in 
Ohio, resigned his seat? Did the Senators from 
Ohio regard the voice of- the American people? 
No. Did the modern Democracy regard the popu- 
lar vote? . No; they set it at defiance. So it was 
in Ohio. How was it in Connecticut? Majority 
after majority had gone against the Connecticut 
Senator. Did heresign? He cailed on men to act 
up to their professions. Had Mr. Smith, of Con- 
necticut, resigned? No. How was it with Wil- 
liams of Maine? He held on to the Treasury teat 
“like a young possum.” (He wished this homely 
simile to be excused, for it was just suited to the 
subject.) Hlow was it with Mouton from Lou- 
isiana? = 

The SPEAKER bere called Mr. A. to order. 

Mr. WELLER hoped the gentleman would not 
be interrupted now, but permitted to proceed, and 
that others might reply. 

Mr. ARNOLD wanted gentlemen on the other 
said to contradict himif he was not telling the truth; 
if it was truth,” the country ought to know it; but 
he would not pursue his course of remark if the 
Speaker considered it out of order. 

Thre SPEAKER said it was notin order to speak 
of Senators by their names. 

Mr. ARNOLD said he did not know that those 
he had spoken of were in the Senate now; they 
might have resigned—they ought to have done so, 
atleast. How wasitin Tennessee? [He here re- 
ferred to the inconsistencies of the “modern De- 
mocracy” in that State.) Taat was his great ob. 
jection to modern Democracy; they went for the 
party, and not for the country. They never had, 
and never would, present the glorious, the sublime 
spectacle of Harrison’s cabinet. He looked at 
them asa bright, a glorious, a sunny light to this 
notion; they were found ready and willing, for the 
sake of their country, to lay down their offices— 
rich offices, tvo-—at a salary of $6,000 per year. 
They Jaid them down on the altar of their country; 
they turned their backs on them and “Captain 
Tyler, too; they were appoiated by General Har- 
rison, and would not be responsible for your mo- 
dera LocoFeco doctrines, It was the sublimest 
spectacle that America had ever seen, and what- 
ever taunts and assaults might be hurled at these 
men, our country would write their names in cha- 
When did moden Demo. 
cracy ever give up an cffice? When she was 
choked off, and not otherwise. [Laughter.] 
[He here further referred to the course of modern 
Democracy in Tennessee—a State where the Whigs 
had a majority of twelve thousand, and also in the 
Legislature on joint ballot, bat where theopposition, 
having a majority of one in the Senate, had the 
power, and had exercised it, of preventing the 
election of United States Senators, and had re- 
versed and nullified the constitution of the State, 
leaving the State wholly unrepresented in the Se- 
nate, whatever question might come up] And 
this, said Mr. A. because the modern Demecracy 
want the minority to rule. This was an illustra- 
tion of modern Democracy ! 

We did not intend to discuss the question of the 
tariff at present. He merely wanted to answer 
ithe demageg’cal cant of the gent'eman from New 
Hampshire. What was New Hampshire, that 
she shonid furnish a lever in politics, that must get 
up here and dictate to what committee this refe- 
renee shoule be made? What was New Hamp- 
shire? A most barren and sterile piece of earth. 
He never could think of New Hampshire without 
thinkiog of bilsek chilly rocks, of the screeching 
rowling wolf, Was she advancing in 
population? He believed not. Ske was the only 
S:aie inthe Union that had taken a retrograde 
wievement; of, atieast, she advanced in pepulation 
napy other State. Sse was in favor of 
rade! He would like te know what New 
ire had to radeon? [Lavghier.] On po- 
litie; that was all; it bad been ber trade for years. 
He was fold mere was one manufacturing town in 
ihe State, and that was in the gentleman’s district 


—he did not know but the. very residence ‘of th 
genlleman—and that gave a large majority against 
him. He would like to know if this was si 

Mr. ATHERTON said-that the town hé 
Contained manufacturing- establishments 
produced probably near fifteen millions of yards.of 
cloth yearly. But the gentleman. labored: under ‘a. 


in some against him. ce 
Mr. ARNOLD inquired what the vote: was in 
the genileman’s own town. | a 
Mr. ATHERTON said that there had been; for 
a few years past, a majority against him, not ‘of 
five or six hundred, as had been intimated, but of 
from less than one hundred to two hundred and 
pethaps a litle upwards. And for four-or five 
years in succession, there bad also been large mas 
jorities in his favor; ; fim Be ee 
Mr. ARNOLD inquired. whether that* was te 
cently. 0. . Se: 
Mr. ATHERTON replied. that it was:within 
eight or ten years, and since the manufacturing és- 
tablishments had sprung up there. . Sree 
Mr. ARNOLD thought the gentleman’s expla. 
nation rendered his position stl more awkward. 
He had said his State was dotted all over with mas 
nufactorics, and yet had gone for, free trade! -Tt 
had always appeared to him most extraordinary to 
hear American citizens denouncing home indusiry, 
and wanting to bring our country to dependence on 
France and England. [Mir. A. here repelied ‘to 
an argument of Mr. Reysxoups, and illustrated the 
benetits of the protective system in a supposed! 
case.] : : 
rie concluded by remarking that be had been. 
very sick, [laughter,] and had gone on longer than 
he had expected to have been able. But when the 
question came up, he would show the Globe, and 
modern Democracy throughout the country, if his 
life was spared, that he had not changed. He re. 
gretied that the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. W., 
C. Jounson] had felt it his duty, in the organization 
of the House, to have moved ‘the adoption of the 
rules of a (self-styled) Democratie Congress. He 
(Mr. A.) had voted against them; he would have. 
the “fone hour rule” brought up aguin; and if gen» 
tlemen, with their own rule, bad taken bills out of: 
Committee of the Whole, he would see kow they 
would now go. Let them come forward with their 
bills to repeal the Bankrupt law, and the Distribu- 
tion bill, before it went into effect, and then tell the 
people how these measures would ruin the country. 
[A message was received from the Senate, by 
Assury DICKENS, esq. Secretary, informing tho 
House that the Senate had passed a joint resolu- 
tion sppointiog a committee of three to meet such 
committee as might be appointed by the House, to ` 
arrange the placing of the statue of Washington 
iu the rotunde, and to direct the details of the pe- 
destal. 
And a message waz received from the President 
of the United States, by Ropert TYLER, esq. bis 
eeretary, informiug the House that the President 
had approved and signed the bill making appro. 
priations in part for the civil department for the 
year 1842.] prO 
Mir, ARNOLD having conciaded, a 
Mr. WELLER obtained the floor, and moved 
that the House do now adjourn. - 

The motion was suspended for the moment, and 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter 
from the Secretary of State, stating that the sixth 
census, or enumeration of the inhabitants. of the 
United States, has been completed, and accom. 
panied by 2 printed copy of the said census; es also, 
a particuiar census of all pensioners of the United 
Sates, with their names, ages, and residencer 
The statisties and other matters of information con- 
nected with the taking of the census the Secretary 
states are yet in progress. 

Ordered, That the said letter, census, and accom 
panying papers do lie on the table; and that the 
same number of copies of the papers in manuscripti 


be printed as have been directed by law to be print- 
ed of the.census. Pei 

‘Mr. W. C. JOHNSON made some motion for 
printing.an extra number of copies, not heard by 
the Reporter. ; 

On leave given, petitions and memorials were 

‘presented by the following members, and were ap- 
propriately referred: | % $ 

Mr. STANLY of North Carolina. 

Mr. LOWELL of Maine, ; 

Mr. PROFFIT of Indiana. . : 

‘Mr. TILLINGHAST of Rhode Island. 

Mr. CHAPMAN of Alabama. 

Mr. CROSS of Arkansas, 

Mr. MALLORY of Virginia. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Indiana. ; 

- Mr. BURKE of New Hampshire, 

On motion of Mr. ADAMS, the petition of W. 
Wright of Massachusetts, in relation to some of 
the transactions of the Commonwealth Bank of 
Boston, was ordered to be referred to a select com- 
mittee, z 

On leave given, Mr. J. B. THOMPSON of- 
fered the fo lowing resolutions, which were 
adopted: 

1. Resolved, That the pétiiion and papers of H, 

< King’s heirs, on file, be referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims, 

2. Trat the petition and papers of J. G. Done- 
gly, on file, be referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

3. That the petition of Colonel Anthony Gale 
and accompanying papers be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, 

4. That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the propriety of allowing 
further time to the trustees of Centre College, of 
Kentucky, to sell lands heretofore granted them 
in the Territory of Florida, and report by bill or 
otherwise. 

On motion of Mr, BRIGGS, the joint resolution 
from the Senate (above referred to), in refation to 
Greenough’s Statue, was taken up and concurred 
in. 

And, on motion of Mr. BRIGGS; the committee 
on the part of this House was ordered to consist of 
five members. | : 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Tennessee, gave notice 
that on Monday next, or at the first opportunity 
thereafter, he would ask leave to introduce a bill 
explanatory of the several acts of Congress making 
provision for the payment of horses lost by the vo- 
lunteers of the State of Tennessee in the service of 
the United States, : 

Mr. WATTERSON gave notice of a bill, (ob- 
ject not heard, nor found on the journal.) 

Mr. CUSHING gave notice that he would here- 
after ask leave to introduce a bill concerning the 
tonnage daty on Spanish vessels. 

Ong or two further struggles for ihe floor were 
made, when, 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 27, 1841. 

Mr. KING presented the credentials of the Hon, 
ARTHUR P, Baggy, Senator elect from the State of 
Alabama, in the place of Ciement ©. Cray, re- 
signed. 

Mr. BAGBY was then duly qualified, and took 
his seat. 

The PRESIDENT pro. tem. of the Senate laid 
before that body a communication from the State 
Departmen:, andotneing that the printing of the 
enumeration of the sixth census, had been com- 
pleted. 

Also, from the Depa:tment of War, in compi- 
ance with a joint resolation of 29h May, 1830, 
presenting a list of such persons as have applied 
lor pensions or increase of pensions, 

Oa motion of Mr. BATES, the iatter communi- 
cation was referred to the Commitee on Pensions, 

Mr. WRIGHT presented & petition froma nem- 
ber of merchants of the city of New York, asking 
that the operation of the Bankrupt law may be 
postponed for two years from the ist February 
next. Mr. W. said the memorial was signed by 
Several of the most Tespectable firms in the city, 


“ment, so large a quantity ef assets will be thrown 


who placed their reasons on the single ground that, 
in this time. of general depression and embarrass 


into.the market, as to amount almost to, the entire 
sacrifice ofthe creditors. It was also signed by 
five of the banks of the city, viz: the Bank of Ame- 
rica, Leather Dealers’, Lafayette, Merchants’, and 
Phenix. PERE , 

Also, from. other merchants, in relation to the 
same subject, . : 

The petitions were referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Mr. SMITH of Indiana: The petition and 
papers of Robert Dickerson, of Indiana, praying to 
be allowed to locate a Virginia military land war- 
rant: referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands, 

On motion of Mr. SMITH, the Committee on 
the Public Lands was discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition of the citizens of Car- 
roll parish, Louisiana, relative to the construction 
of a levee across the public lands, &e. and the same 
was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. ARCHER presented a petition from citizens 
of the United States, asking to have a bridge built 
over the Ohio river; which was referred to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals, 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of 
Margaret D, Shaw, widow and executrix of J. D, 
Shaw, asking indemnity for stores lost in the Essex: 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. EVANS presented the petition of Jemima 
‘Watson; and the petition of — Honey well; which 
latter was referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims. 

Mr. SEVIER presented the petition of Captain 
Henry M. Shreve, asking an allowance for a cer- 
tain invention used by the United States, to re- 
move snags, &c. from rivers: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Roads and Canals. 

On motion of Mr. HENDERSON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Juciciary 
be instructed to inquire into the necessity and pro- 
priety of providing by law for the appointment of 
a district judge of the State of Mississippi, and to 
assign the present incumbent the northern district 
of said State, and to inerease the salary to be re- 
ceived by the judge of each district, 

Oa motion of Mr. ALLEN, 

Resolved, That the President of the United States | 
be requested to inform the Senate, if in his opi- | 
nion it may be done without detriment to the pub- 
lie interests, whether any proposition has been 
made to or received from the British Government 
since the 4th March, 1840, relative to a mutual 
right of search; and, if 50, to lay before the Senate | 
all tke corres; ondence, together with any instruc- 
tions that may have been given since that time by 
this Government to our Minister at England relat- 
ing to this sub‘ect. 

The following bills were iatroduced on leave, 
agreeably to notice heretofore given, read the first 
and by special order a second time, and appro- 
priately referred. 

By Mr. KING: A bül for the relief of Jesse : 
Carpenter: referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Also, a bill for the relief of the Plum Island 
Bridge and Tarnpike Company; which, with the | 
papers on file relative thereto, was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. HENDERSON: A bill to confirm the 


survey and location cf claims to lands in the State 
of Mississippi, east of Pearl river and south of the 
thirty-first degree of north latitude: referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. LINN: A bill to authorize the issue of a 
patent to the heirs and legal representatives of 
Francis Rivard, deceased; which, with the docu» | 
ments perlaining thereto, was referred to the Com- | 
mittee on Private Land Claims. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Capt. J. Throck- 
morton; which was referred to the Committee on į 
Private Land Claims. i 

By kr. YOUNG: A bill granting to the State 
of Hlinois an additional quantity of land to aid in 
the completion of the Illinois and Michigan Ca- 
nal; and Á 

A bill to amend the act entitled “An act to ap- | 


propriate the proceeds of the sales of the -public 
lands, and to grant pre-emption rights,” approved 
September 4th, 1841, so as to secure to the settlers 
upon the public lands, otherwise qualified, the 
rights of pre-eraption under the provisions of said 
“act, whether the same shall have been surveyed 
previous to such-settlement or not. , 

They were severally referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands.. 3 te 

Mr. BENTON, agrgeably to notice given on 
Thursday last,qsked Jeave to introduce a bill for 
the postporemeng of te operations of the Bank. 
rupt law till July$nexf, and to extend its provisions 
to the banking eqrpqtations. Mr. B. prefaced his 
motion with a long gnd able argument te show the 
necessity of the 
aud justice of i 
that in the first 


He 
showed that according to all systems of bankruptcy 
the option of making a debtor a bankrupt was 
with the creditor, and argued that in justice 
it should be so, but that in this bill the option was 
given to the debtor. He went into an analysis. 
of the whole law, and showed with what ease 
frauds could be committed under it—that a man 
might become a bankrupt as often as he pleased, 
and that the operation could be performed four 
limes a year, and twenty-five per cent. be gained 
each time on the whole amount of his debts. This, 
‘he argued, might become a profitable business, and 
be the means of introducing a new application of 
the credit system, and open up a new line of enter- 
prise to the modern financiers of the world, who 
might choose to congregate in America for the pur- 
pose of engaging in it. It was: what was called 
the voluntary system of bankruptcy—a thing, he 
contended, unknown to the Jegislation of the world 
until hatched into existence under the hot incuba- 
tion of the extra session, for the purpose of catch- 
ing the votes of bankrupts, which were estimated 
at hundred of thousands. 

Mr. B. showed how unjust the Operation of the 
law would be upon the creditor, (the foreign in 
particular,) by the short notice given of the filing 
of the petition of the bankrupt. In twenty days 
after such notice the petitioner is to be heard, and 
the trial to be had. In ninety days the final certi- 
ficate may be granted; and every creditor, let him 
be where he may, who does not appear within 
these days and prove his debts, or disprove the 
pelitioner’s statements, or convict him of fraud—~ 
every one so failing, jozes his debts forever, and is 
cut off from any share in the proceeds of the sales 
of the bankrupt’s estate. 

He summed up the peints of objection to the law 
as follows: 

First. Because it is not a bankrupt system with- 
in the meaning of that term as used in the Consti- 
tution. 


_ Secondly. Because it is an insolvent law, and is, 
in that respect, an invasion of the rights of the 
States to pass.¥ 


Thirdly. Because it isa property law, and such 
as no State‘or the Congress of the United States 
has any right-to pass. 

Fourthly. Because it is an invasion of State ju- 
risdiction, in drawing into the federal judiciary 
the trial of causes properly triable in the State 
tribunals. ` 

Mr. B. showed that by the bankrupt law of Eng- 
land, banking corporations, except such as werc 
excluded. by statute, were placed upon the same 
footing as persons. He went on tosay that he was 
no friend to the bankrupt system, and believed 
that there was but little occasion for if in the 
United States, except for the banking and money 
dealing corporations. He showed that they re- 
ceived all the benefits of the law, by coming in for 
an equal participation of the assets of the bank- 
rupt, whilst they were exempt from its operation, 
however much they might be indebted to the com- 
munity, and unable or unwilling to pay. He con- 
tended that a bankrupt process was the proper re- 
medy for those insiitutions which set all law, all 
government, all morals at defiance, and pillaged 
and plundered the country as they pleased. 

Mr. B. repeated, he was no friendeven to a bona 
fide bankrupt system, between man and man, such 
as prevails in England and other commercial 
countries; but as lo this extra session act of theirs, 
the impious offspring of Bank and State, he detested 
and abborred it. It was an insult and an out- 
rage upon the 19th century, It was big with 
shame and ruin to the present age, and with dis- 
astrous influence upon posterity. Millions upon 
millions of debt must be sponged by it. Thou- 
sands and tens of thousands of families must be re- 
duced to want by it. Hundreds of banks must 
perish under it; every one carrying loss and injury 
to the community’ within its sphere. -The rising 
generation must feel its baleful influence. Tse 
facility with which debts can be thrown cff will be 
aninducement to contract them, and a license to 
spend iu idleness or vice what should have gone to 
the creditor. Can such a law, he asked, stand 
without demoralizing posterity? without. teaching 
the rising generations to become spendthrifis and 
bankrup's, instead of becoming useful and respect- 
able members of society? In mercy to posterity, 
if not in justice to themselves, he said, they should 
repeal this law. They should not suffer the young 
and flexible mind to say to itself, while contracting 
a debt, the law stands ready to release me from it 
whenever I choose to throw it down. 

Mr. HENDERSON said he could not sit by and 
hear the remarks of the Eenator from Missouri 
without offering some few words inreply. The 


Senator said he did got debite the Bankrupt bill at | 


the special session. Why not? The bill was 
brought up, argued in general and in detail by 
Senators on all sides, as would be well remembered 
by the Senate and the country. Every part of it 
was discussed, and every provision alluded to by 
the Senator from Missouri, this morning, and if not 
by him by others opposed to the biil. 

The Senator hid also pronounced the bill a mere 
insolvent law, and one greatly immora! in its cha- 
racter, If so immoral, which he denied, the dis- 
covery was not soon made; for the Senator had not 
thought proper to make complaint of the insolvent 
laws so long in foree in many of the States. But 
it was no insolvent law: and no insolvent law, it 
was well known, could reach beyond the States. 


The Couris had uniformly decided that any such 


jurisdiction exiended beyond the powers of the 
States, and encroached upon the powers of the 
Congress of the United States. 

The Senator bad also made remarks in refe- 
rence to the assignee portions of the bill, which 
were not warranted by any thing in it. Equally 
unjust was what Was said of the party charac'er of 
this bill. It originated wih a Senator from Mi- 
chigan, (Mr. NonvELL,] a political friend of the 
Senator from Mis j 


uri; and whatever honor be- 
longed to any cne fer its introduction here, be- 
longed to that Senator. : 

The Senator had also pronounced the Dill un- 
constitutional and had told us what he would do if 
he were a judge upon the bench. Why, then, 
did the Senator condemn this measure in advence? 
Why could he not waitthejadgment of the Courts, 


as he was convinced the bill was unconstitutional? 


He commented also upon what the Senator from 
Missouri had said of the difference between tke 
Bankrupt bill of England and the bill passed at 
the extra session of Congress: There was no stch 
cifference as he had specified; and the terms of the 
law in reference to corporations were the same. 
There was no Bankrupt law in the world which 


‘included corporations. ‘It seemed singular to him, 


also, that the Senator should oppose the bill for the 
reasons he had given, particularly when he re- 
membered the views which that Senator had ex- 
pressed upon the indebtedness of Europe. The 
Senator had placed himself in a position here to 
advocate the rights of creditors in Europe, yet no 
one was more anxious than he was, on some occa- 
sions, to show how little those creditors were enti- 
tled to. 

Mr. BENTON interrupted the Senator from 
Mississippi to deny the allegation, and challenged 
him to the proof of what he asserted. 

Mr. HENDERSON would make no particular 
Specification; but he would remark that on different 
occasions the Senator had denounced their system 
of legislation. He apprehended that the Senator 
would soon be found on the side of the banking cor- 
porations, who were now asking Congress to repeal 
tbislaw, Many of the banks would oppose this law, 
for it would soon expose the rotten condition of their 
affairs, and their small assets without a real founda- 
tion for their issues. He therefore expected to sce 
many ofthe moneyed corporatisnsof the country op- 
posing this. law, and asking for its repeal. They 
had already seen such an application this morning 
in the petition presented by the Senator from New 
York, (Mr. Wricut,] and that, too, uncer no other 
guise or specification than that a sacrifice cf pro- 
perty must ensue from the operations of the law. 
The effects which must go into insolvency, would, 
no doubt, be great; aud he felt confident that a dis- 
honest man had no more to gain under this law, 
than an honest man had, notwithstanding the Sena- 
tor from Missouri had maintained a position to the 
con'rary. He was not now prepared to answer the 
labored arguments of the Senator; but, when the 
bul came up, he would, if no other gentleman 
should feel disposed to do so, go into a response 
with regard to the constitutionality of this law. 

Mr. BENTON understood the Senator from 
Mississippi as saying that he was, en former occa- 
sions, opposed to paying European creditors. This 
was notso. It was true that he objected to the 
proceeds of the public lands being applied to that 
object; but, on other accounts, they were fairly en- 
titled toa settlement of their deb!s, What he had said 
on former occasions in reference to foreign eredi- 
tors, was, that he would not give the proc'eds of 
the public lands to them any more than he would 
give them to his own State, or consent to his con- 
stituents taking any part of the public plunder 
which the act authorized. 

Mr. WRIGHT said he rose simply in reference 
to the allusion made by the Senator from Micsissip- 
pi to petitions presented this morning and signed by 
merchants and bankers of New York. Tae infer- 
ence of the Senator’s remark is, that those banks 
are insolvent because they recommend the post- 
ponement of the operation of the aet. The reason 
alleged for the interence seemed very strange. It 
is, that they are not ready to come forward and 
purchase all the property that will be thrown into 
the market at auction by the cperation of the act, 
and hence it is concluded they are unwilling that 
iheir unscundness should be exhibited. He (Mr. 
WricuT] was not prepared to be yen beyend 
his choice iato the defence cf banking institutions, 
Bat if there is such a thiog as a sound bank, was 
itto be deemed unsound decauss it had pradence 
and did net think itseif prepared io expend i's 
means cn the purchase of property thrown inw 
market at any sacrifice under this ac:? What was 
to become of the business community, if banks, for 
such reasens, were to be deemed rovlen or um 
sound? One of the reasons for the searcity of mo- 
ney, which cails for the postponement, is, that in- 
dividuals are hoarding vp money for the harvest 
they expeci to reap in the auctions expec’ed to re 
sult from this act when it goes into operation. 
And he believed it was the duty of sound banking 


ney 


Tt was the'singular: 


would be made to’ the prejudice of the Pe 
whose petition he had preseted;. but let th 
at the sabject as business men,’ and Willa 
ing sense of justice. vane as > 
Mr. HENDERSON remarked that he did hot 
attempt to specify any particular banks’ as ‘bi 
ing insolvent; but had meant to say that it was ` 
more likely that insolvent bankers would oppose 
the bill rather than balance accounts with their cre- 
ditors. : peered 


Mr. CALHOUN did not rise to oppose the mo- < ` 


tion, for he should vote for it, believing, as be did, 
every word uttered by the mover of the bill, as to. . 
the evil effect of the Bankrupt act. He believed 
that act to be one of the most flagrant laws ‘ever 
passed in Congress. He had risen to say he hoped 
the Senator [Mr. Benton] would not only perses 
vere, but go a little farther and amend his bill : 
to repeal the act instead of’ postponing its opera- 
tion. If hedid not, he would himself make a'mo 
tion in the proper time so to amend the prese 
bill. He had presented, a‘few days back, a Mè- 
morial from the Chamber of Commerce in his owh’ 
State praying for the repeal of the act; and “this 
alone, if his own opinion was not against it, would 
induce him to make the amendment. There was 
one part of the Senator’s remarks with which he 
did not coincide—ihose which urged: the necessity 
of including banks, and making them subject to the 
bankrupt law. He was opppesed to that propo- 
sition in any shape or form at that time. a 
Leave was then granted. ; Ti 
The bill was read the first, and, by special order, 
the second time. ‘ ae 
A message was received from the House, ine 
forming the Senate that they had passed the joint 
resolution for the appointment of a joint commit. 
tee to superintend the removal. of the statue of 
Washington to another location in the rotunda, 
and that a committee had been appointed on their 
art. a 
P On motion of Mr. PRESTON, the President pro 
tem. was authorized to appoint the committee on 
the part of the Senate. ; oe 
The PRESIDENT pro tem. [Mr. Kine] laid te- 
fore the Senate the fcllowing communication, viz: 
1, From the State Department, stating that the 
returns of the sixth census, or enumeration of the 
people of the United Siates, had been printed. -< 
2. From the War Department, in pursuance of 
a joint resolution of the two Houses of Congress, | 
containing a list of all such persons as have made 
application for pensions, or for an increase of pens 
sion, and a statement of the names of those who 
ought to be placed upon the pension roll, 
3. The annual report of the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office. 
: On motion ef Mr. SMITH of Indiana, it was 
referred to the Committee on the Pablic Lands. ` 
4. From the Secretary of the Treasury, trans« 
mitting, ia compliance with a resolution of the Se- 
nate, a statement exhibiting the value of imports 
and exports during the year ending the 30th of- 
September, 1841, as follews, viz: 
IMPORTS— 
Value of merchandise 


free of duty - $64,785 449 
Value of do. paying 
duty - - 59,381,934 
———— §124,167,333 
EXPORTS— ; 


Foreign merckandise, viz: 

Value of merchandise 
free of duty 

Value of do. paying 
duty - -. 


$10,798,451 
4,303,175 


15,101,626 


Value of domestic pro- 2 
duce z - 106,059,685 


$121, 161.311 


Nore.—The value of impots and exports for the 


2 


third quarter, ending 30th September, is parily on 

estimate. . $ 

. Mr. WOODBURY remarked that, from the 

statement, it would. be perceived that the imports 

exceeded the. exports more than three millions, 

contrary to the impressions which bad gone abroad 

on the subject., 

_ -The report having.been read, was ordered to lie 

on the table and be printed. an 
On motion of Mr. SEVIER, 
The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

.. .Monpay, December 27, 1841. 

The joyrnal of Thursday was read and ap- 
proved. i 

On leave given, petitions were presented by the 
following gentlemen, and appropriately referred: 

Mr. EVERETT of Vermont. 

Mr. J. C. CLARK of New York. 

Mr. WARD rose and said he proposed to move | 
& postponement of the unfinished business of | 
Thursday last for one hour, for the purpose of re- | 
ceiving such petitions as would not give rise to | 
discussion; or until tu-morrow, (Mr. W. subse- i 
quently said.) 

Mr. WISE expressed the hope that the branch | 
of the resolution now pending wéuld be passed E 
over, in order that the undisputed portions of the 
resolution might be adopted. 

Mr. GIDDINGS said he would move to amend 
the motion of the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Wann] so as to suspend the rules for the purpose 
of receiving reports and petitions. 

_ The SPEAKER said a motion to suspend the 
rule would not be in order, inasiuuch as, in the | 
consideration of the unfinished business, the House 

was already acting under a suspension. of the rule. | 

Mr. WARD said he would so modify his mo- 
tion as to read “petitions and resolutions giving 
rise to no debate.” 

Mr. FILLMORE said he was enurely satisfied | 
that this was a very unproductive debate, and that 
it ought to be brought to an end. ‘Phe House was 
debating a mere abstraction, and the whole ground 
would have again to be gone over when the ques- 
tion of the tariff should come regularly up. He 
hoped an effort would be made to terminate the 
debate. 

Mr. PROFFIT suggested that if the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. FILLMORE} was sintere in 
the expression of this opinion, it would be in his 
power to accomplish the object by withdrawing his 
motion of reference to the Committee on Manufac- 
tures. 

Mr. FILLMORE said the question of reference 
was one for the House, not for bim, to determine. 

Mr. McKEON said he hoped that the presenta- 
tion of petitions would be agreed to. It wauld not, | 
be was understood to say, require above twenty 
minutes. 

Mr. ADAMS said, if petitions were to be re- 
ceived, I give notice that they will not be disposed 
of in twenty minutes. [Laughter.] 

Mr. F. WOOD asked leave to offer a resolution, 
which was not read— 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS objecting. 

. Mr. BIDLACK asked leave to present a peti- 
tion. 

The SPEAKER said that objections had been 
made on every side to the reception of petitions or 
resolutions. The Chair, therefore, would an- 
nounce the unfinished business. 

REFERENCE OF THE PRESIDENTS MESAGE, 

The House resumed the consideration of the un- 
finished business of Thursday last, being the fol- ; 
lowing branch of the resolution heretofore/ofered | 

_ by Mr. Fitimere: F 

Resolved, Tht 20 
the tariff be referred 
factures. ; 

Which resolution Mr. ATHERTON had hereto. | 
fore moved to amend by striking oat tke words f 
“Committee on Manufzerures,” and inseri 
words “Committee of Ways ond Mrans” 

Which amendment Mr. Rusrr bad heretofore ` 
moved to amend by adding thereto the following | 
words: a ! 

‘With instructions that, should it be in their | 
a 


i é 
af í 
mueh therebf as relates to 
io the Committee ow Manu- | 
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opinion expedient to lay additional. duties, they 
shall be so laid as not. to discriminate in favor of 
any particular class of industry in the United 
States.” ae , 

Mr. WELLER was entitled te the floor, and ad- 
dressed the House at considerable lengih. 

After noticing briefly, and in a tone of eondem- 
nation, the wanton and unprovoked attacks which, 


nessee, [Mr. ARNoLD,] when speaking of the con- 


„dact of members of the other branch of the Legis- 


lature, Mr. W. remarked that his object in now 
rising was not so much to discuss the motion im- 
mediately pending, as to refer to some of the other 
matters which had been referred to by gentlemen 
on the other side in the course of this debate. 

Amongst other charges which had been made, 
he had heard it stated that there was a disposition 
on the part of the Democratice members of this 
House to ride ronghshod over those who differed 
with that party in a political sense, He had seen 
nothing to warrant such a charge. It was true 
that they had rejoiced over the results of the popu- 
lar elections which had been held during the late 
fall; it was true that they had rejoiced to see the 
people again coming back to those Republican 
principles on which the Government was founded; 
and that they had rejoiced at these renewed evi- 
dences of a determination on the part of the people 
to maintain those principles on the preservation of 
which, he conscientiously believed, the prosperity 
and welfare of the country depended. Further 
than this they had not gone, so far as he was 
aware, 

Mr. W. then adverted to the rules adopted at 
the late special session, which, he said, prevented 
the minority of this House from expressing their 
sentiments, and enabled the majority to force mea- 
sures through, avd to place them on the s'atute 
beok, without allowing the minority to express 
their views in relation to the effect of those mea- 
sures. The minority had been effectually gagged; 
nay, in the o'her end of the C2pitol, they bad been 
taunted with having been condemned, and had 
been told that the public executioner was Wailing, 
They had taken a solemn appeal to the people; 
and well might they be excused for rejoicing that 
that appeal had been sustained. 

Gentlemen bad told us that these rales were 
about to bs re-enacted, and said that State necessi- 
ty required it. State necessity! That had been 
the plea of tyrants and the friends of tyranny in all 
ages of the world. Upon that plea, Maratand Ro- 
bespeirre had justified all the horrors of the French 
Revolution. It was a plea upon which more out- 
rages had been committed on the rights of man, 
than any other that had ever been invented, He 
trusted, fer the sake of the peace and harmony of 
this House, as well as of the country, no effort 
would again be made to restriet the liberty of 
speech in this hall. 

We had keard much speculation in relation to 
the causes which had produced the recent revolu- 
tion in public sentiment, as demonstrated in the 
results of recent elections. Excuses plenty had 
been manufactured, as usual, by the Whig party. 
These results Mr. W. attributed to the failure of 
Whig party to redeem its pledges; amongst which 
was the pledge to expose correpionus which were 
alleged to exist in the Government. The Whig 
party bad now been in power nearly a year; ihey 
had had every epportunily of exposisg those cor- 
ruptions, if any such existed. And was there any 
man so credulous as to believe that, if the charges 
ef corruption which had been made before ihe 
people were true, the ‘hig party would now, 
when they had the power, kaye failed to ‘prove 
them? 

Amongst ether charges which had been made 
against the Democratie pariy before the recent 
Presidertial election, was that of extravagance, 
Of all the charges which had FONE agains: 
that party, none had bac han effect on the 
pubie mind as this cha ravagance in the 
expenditares of the 


Psar 


EST 


pebus money, The pecple 
had been told thet the party to which he (Mr. W.) 
belonged, were using the p moneys for the 
most corrupt purposes, The Whig party had pro- 
mised the people of the State cf Obio that if the 


he said, had been made. by.the member from Ten- || 


“Whigs came into power, the expenditures of the 
Government should be redaced te the annual sum 
of fifteen millions of dollars. But what was the 
faci? ` The report of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
sent in at the commencement of the present ses- 
sion, laid the expenditures of the present year at 
the sum of thirty millions of dollars. Here was 
a direct, palpable, and flagrant violation of a 
pledge given to the people. Butit was only ne- 
cessary to let the people understand these things, to 
disabuse them of these prejudices, in order to se. 
cure the application of the proper correctives; and 
the very moment the people had understood the 
true character of the party which had made pledges 
only to violate them, that very moment they had 
rejected them. 

Mr. W. here alluded to the condition of the 
country, the deep indebtedness of the States, arising 
from wild and extravagant expenditures for works 
of internal improvement, which they could not 
pay, and to the existing corruption of public. and 
private morals. What had produced this state of 
things? Was it the working of the Democratic 
principle? Was it the carrying out of that great 
principle upon which this Government had been 
founded? No; it was a base slander to say so. 
Ii was the result of the corrupt system of banking. 

Mr. W. then adverted to the loan of twelve mil- 
lions of dollars already authorized by law, and to 
the proposition cuntained in an amendatory bill re- 
ported at. the present session by the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means, to add the 
sum of five millions of dolars thereto, making an 
aggregate of seventeen millions of dollars. And 
had the Whig party laid the foundation for a na- 
tional debt? 

Mr. W. then glanced briefly, for the purpose of 
reprobation, at the increased expenditures in diffe- 
rent departments of the Government, and especially 
to the proposed increase of the army and navy. As 
to the latter, he said it was proposed by the Secretary 
of the Navy to increase that arm of cur defence so 
as to be equal to half the navy of-Great Britein—a 
project the support of which, Mr. W. said, would 
require from twenty to twenty-five millions per 
annum. Were the people prepared to see the ex- 
denditures of the Government increased ‘to fifty 
millions of dollars a year? Was this the reform 
promised? Was this the economy which the Whig 
party had pledged thexiselves to introduce into the 
administration of publie affairs? I: was not neces- 
sary for us to keep up a large naval armament fer 
the proiection of our commerce, though it was ne- 
cessary for Great Britain to do so, The p-licy of 
the two} countries, in their commercial relations, 
was essentially different. Great Britain carried on 
her commerce either by force or by the influence 
of money. When force would accomplish her 
purpose, she resorted to that. Witness the case of 
China. When force would not do, she re:orted 
to the influence of money, as in the case of our own 
country. Not such was the poliey of the United 
States. Her policy, in commercial affairs, was 
negotiation and peace; and in this way she accom. 
plished what Great Britain effected by the means 
he had indicated. He repeated, therefore, that the 
United States did not require a large naval foree to 
carry on her commerce. 

A few words as to the immediate question before 
the House. Gentlemen differed widely as to the 
meaning to be attached to certain expressions in 
the Presideni’s message. Ha (Mr. W.) ander- 
sood tbe meaning cf tbe President to be this: that 
the oniy object of a tariff was to produce a revenue 
to meet the expenses cf the Government, but ibat 
in doing thst, Congress might discriminate between 
articles in sach a manner as to afford incidental 
protection. In this connection Mr. W. repelled 
tee idea which ha? been thrown ont as to Excea- 
tive dictation in this portion of the meseags. He 
trusted that members on this floor weie yet at 
liberty to speak of the epivtons of the resident 
without subjecting thensel ges arze of be- 
ing dictated to by the Execniye, g 

Mr. W. condemned the denoneiatims which he 
hed heard against the President on ihis floor. He 
(Mr. W.) had heard epiihets applied, which, he 
trusted, for the respeet which the mambers cf the 
House owed to themselves and from a sense of 


duty to their common country, would never again 

be heard. Who wasit that impeached the official 
integrity and honesty of the Presiden? It was 
those very men who had been most active in elect- 
ing him, and whose talents, time, and money, had 
been spent in procurmg him the political power 
which he now possessed. 

Why was this change? Had the President sa- 
crificed the rights or bartered the liberties of his 
country? Or had he trampled on its Constitution? 
No; nor had he abandoned a single principle which 
he had avowed anterior to his election. Why then 
was it that he was thus dencunced? It was be- 
cause he would not violate his oath and the Con- 
stitution of his country by adopting a course of 
conduct which would subject himto the rebuke of 
his fellow men here and of his God hereafter; be- 
cause he would not obey the dictation of a legisla- 
tive cancus; because he would not sign the charter 
for a Bank which he believed would be destruc- 
tive. to the public liberties; because he would net 
so dispose of the influence of bis office as to ad- 
vance the claims of a particular individual to the 
Executive chair. This was “tbe head and front 
of his offending.” He (Mr. W.) was under no 
obligation to defend the President further than as 
the principles of truth and justice were assailed in 
his person, but he (Mr. W.) could not refuse to de. 
fend the President, believing as he did that that of- 
ficer hadbeen unjustly assailed, and assailed, too, 
by those who were instrumental in placing him 
where he now was. 

Mr. W. gave his views at some length on the 
subject of the protective policy; expressed himself 
opposed to levying any higher duties than were ne- 
cessary to defray the economical expenses of the 
Government, and spoke in favor of the reference to 
the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. CHRISTOPHER H. WILLIAMS next 
addressed ihe Fouse in a speech but imperfectly 
heard at the Reporter’s seat. He was understood 
to observe, in the introduction, that he had mingled 
but little in the debates of the House, having been 
for six years past a mere looker on in Vienna; he 
had listened sometimes with pleasure, but often 
with much pain, to what was passing. As to the 
animated debate which had for some days been 
carried on in relation to a tariff, it was a perfect 
hambug—an imposition on the publie mind. The 
question was treated as if any body in that House 
was at this day advocating a high protective tariff, 
such as had been enacted in 1828 and 1832; 
whereas every one well knew that that doctrine 
had long since been abandoned by all who had 
supported it, and it was universally agreed that a 
very moderate protection was all now contended for. 
True, it was to be expected that in so widely extended 
a country much diversity of opinion would prevail 
as ta the quantum of protection needed to sustain 
the industry of cur own citizens against the inju- 
rious competition of forcigners, but he protested 
against the idea that the Whig pariy, as such, 
were making efforts to restore the high protective 
policy which once prevailed in this country. And 
the proof of this was to be found in the fact, no- 
torious to every body here, that the moment this 
question of the tarif was stirred, all party lines 
gave way. Strong, indeed, must the pressure be 
under which those adamantine chains of party 
discipline were sundered; but, before so gigantic 

- a question as this, even those almost indestructible 
fetiers were sundered like flax before the flame. 
The tariff was the only subject which could exert 
that power in the House. 

In adverting to the speech delivered a few days 
since by Mr. Ruwrr of Sonth Carolina, in opposi- 
tion to the ĉcetrine of protection in every degree, 
Mr. W. said he had listened to it with pleasure 
and with pride, Notwithstanding the gentleman 
had been rocked in the er of nullification and 
had deeply imbibed lis pi nt doctrines, he put 
forth his political heresies w ‘ha manly bold- 
ness and utter feariess of cons quences or contra- 
diction, tbat it wasireally evaufying to listen to 
him. Vet, ulira as thatgentleman was, even se 
had admitted that the exercise of a discrimination 
in the imposition of duties fer revenue alone was 
rigat and proper. He presumed it would never 
be pretended that that gentleman was an advocate 
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for a high protective tariff; yet he admitted this, 
which was all the rational advocates of protection 


contended for: so that, after all the dust and noise | 


of this debate, gentlemen on all sides came to the 
same conclusion. Now he presumed that to all 
quarters of the Union it was a matter of indiffe- 
rence by what process of reasoning gentlemen 


reached their conclusion, provided that, at last, 


they could all agree. Why, then, prolong a fierce 
debate on mere abstractions? and why the bold and 
impudent charge which appeared ‘in all the Demo- 
cratic prints that the Whigs were pushing the. old 
Wigh protective policy of 1828? The falsity of the 
charge was seen in the fact that when the tariff 
was partially arranged at the extra session, when 
there was so irresistible a Whig majority, the arti- 
cles of prime necessity were left wholly untouch- 
ed. At that time the charge was urged with equal 
boldness that the Distribution bill was introduced 
mainly, if not merely, to afford a pretext for a 
high protective tariff. But the falsity of that 
charge had heen equally demonstrated in the fact 
that an amendment was introduced and passed by a 
Whig Senate, which provided that as soon asa 
protective duty of over 20 per cent. should be im- 
posed, the effect of the Distribution bill should be 
immediately suspended. Yet still the same ‘old 
baseless charge was reiterated, aud the exciting 
subject of the compromise act was raised like a 
spectre to excite the fears of a certain portion of 
the House. Mr. W. was a Southern man and no 
advocate of high tariff principles; but he had 1a- 
ther never enjoy the honor of a seat in that House 
if the docirine should once come to be established 
that it bad no power, in laying necessary duties 
for revenue, to make such discriminations as the 
honor, the interest. and independence of his coun- 
try demanded. [Here Mr. W. referred to loud 
professions of attachment to the dear people, un- 
der which a policy was advocated which went to 
destroy and prostrate their true interests.] He de- 
preeated with warmth the constant effort to draw 
lines of geographical separation between different 
portions of this Confederacy. All the States were 
linked together like the cars of a railread train; 
and whoever sought to destroy their friendly and 
brotherly attachment to each other, struck a blow 
that was aimed at the dearest interests and safety 
of the whole. 

What Mr. W: had mainly songht in addressing 

the House at this time waa, to place distinctly be- 
fore the people the fact, that in the midst of a stre- 
nuous and useless debate here, the different parties 

arrayed against each other were, after all, agreed 

in coming to one and the same conclusion, though 

by different roads. 

Bat the question of comparative expenditures 

between the present and the last Administrations 

had been lugged into the controversy, with which 

it had no natural or necessary connection. True, 

that topic had been held up in a prominent manner 

in the late Presidential canvass; but what had so 

excited the indigvation of the American people, 

and had hurled with so great an overthrow the late 

Administration from power, bad not so much been 

the large amount of thirty-nine or ferty millions of 
dollars annual expenditure, as the manner in 

which this large sum had been lost and wssted by 

defaleations and a corrupt application of the pub- 

lic treasure for purposes of party ambition, Mr. 

W. however, had in these remarks no design to 

shift off any just responsib hty from the party at 
present in power. He admited that, although the 

Whigh party had nota Whig President, still, hav- 
ing a majority in Cougress, it was responsible for 

the acts of Congress. Bat gentlemen who com- 
plained so loudly of Whig expenditmres in the ge- 
neral, when it eame to voting on particular it 
were found to change their tune. On this poiat 
Mr. W. bad witnessed some cones in that House 
which gave him mach amazement Whenever a 
proposition wrs made to reduce the selary of some 
clerk or subordinate officer of the Government, 
centiemen wentat it iu a perfect rush; forty or 
fifty gentlemen would spring to their feet at once 
to get the floor, and they contended who shou d 
bellow the loudest for “retrenchment” and “re- 
form.” To hear them, a bysiander would sup- 
pose that whenever an opportunity was afforded to 


| 


i 


-none of them knew, or could be expected t 


reduce the actual expenditures of the Gov 
it would be seized with a panting éagern 
that, in the matter of retrenchment, ‘th 
men would out Herod Herod hitaselts but Tét 
regular annual fortification bill make its ap, 

ance in the House, what became of the cry. fi 
form? The contest was then ‘the other’ 
strife was, who should propose the most in 
expenditure. Mr. W. had from his seat 
and taken a minute of the various eamendn 
proposed by different gentlemen to that bill 
year, and he had ascertained that if every amend- 
ment moved by them had been ‘adopted, the ap- 
propriation in the bill would have been augmented 
to the tune of three and a half millions of dollars 


| beyond the estimates. This was a fair touchstone 


of the sincerity of this deafening cry for retrench. 
ment. . P : i eee 
If gentlemen were so very anxious to reduce the 
public expenses, and so indignant’ at the Whig 
party:for its extravagance, why did they make ho, 
efforts at reduction? If they asked, in return, why. 
did not the majority make propositions on the sub: 
ject, Mr. Ws reply was, for the best reason in the’ 
world: to do $0, they must make aleap in the dark: 
o know, > 
whether there were, or were not, too many officers, _ 
for instance, in the custom-house at New York, or - 
at Baltimore, or Philadelphia; whether clerks could, 
without injury, be spared in the Departments; or 
whether two millions or three were needed to keep. 
our fortifications in repair. On all these subjects 
the House must receive light from the Executive; 
and unless its efforts were sustained by the ` Presi- 
dent, they must prove vain, and of no practical 
effect. If the President shou'd issue a circular call- 
ing on all the vast army of Executive officers 
throughout the country to make faithful reports to 
him of all expenditures which might be reduced or 


| dispensed with—if he should be in earnest. in the 


thing, and let that be well understood by all be- 
neath him, something effectual might be done: ‘but 
without some step like this, the economy speeches 
of gentlemen cn that floor were all humbug, and 
calculated for the purpose of gulling the people. - 
True, the President and his Secretaries recom. 
mended economy in eloquent, but still in general 
terms: al! such generalities and commonplaces ` 
were sounding brass and tinkling cymbals. are 

Mr. W. here referred to the large increase in the 
estimates at the present sesiion for the Navy De- ` 
partment. They had risen, at once, from five mil- 
lions to over eight millions. ‘Tae pretext was, the: 
“shade of a probability” that we might, by remote: 
possibility, go to war with Great Britain. ‘Well: 
suppose we even should be forced into a war: had: 
not war been declared by us in 1812, at a time: 
when our population was but eight millions, and: 
we had bata single ship of the line? when the 
country was without railroads? And had we not 
come out of that war with honor? Now we had a 
population of seventeen millions, equal, in actual 
efficieney, from the increased facility with which 
its masses could be concentrated, to thirty-four mil- 
lions: yet now, in a state of profound peace with 
all the world, an increase like that he had men- 
tioned was proposed by (he supposed) a Whig Pre- 
sident. 

Mr. W. here adverted to the remarks of Mr. 
Araparon, as to the alleged revolution in public 
sentiment, as evinced by the laie electicns, and bis 


| reference to Whig expenditures, and particularly « 


the cost of the extra session of Congress; aud be 
complained of the unfairness of such atiacks on*a 
party situated as the Whigs had been since the 
death of General Harrison. Had it pleased an all 
wise Providence to extend the precious life of that — 
patriot for the four years of his Presidential term, 
and hed he, in conjanction with a Whig Congress, 
cueceeced af the elose of that term in giving a 
downward direction tu the expeascs of the Govern- 
ment, it would have been all the nation. had a right 
ta expect or demand. Pablie expenditures could 
not be reduced in a moment, as if by the touch of 
a mogician’s wand. It was al ways, and of necesa 
sity, a work of time, and of great and arduons diffi. 
culty. But, situated as they were, what could the 
Whigs do? It was plain they had not a Whig 


i President. at their head, for the apparent change 


æ 


exhibited by-the`recent elections was pointed to. by 
the President with obvious pleasure and exulta- 
tion. “Such a man could have no common feeling. 
with the great Whig party of this Union. The de- 
feat of the Whigs, if sach it could be called, in the 
fall elections, was easily accounted for. There 
Was a torpor, an indifference in the Whig ranks; 
and for the best reason; they hadno common ob. 
ject.. It had been the Bank question which enabled 
the ‘party to triamph, in the West particularly. 
Reform of thè currency by a United States Bank 
had been the theme of Whig declamation on every 
stump. The West had no doekyards, sea walls, 
arsénals, dry docks, or any other of those fertile 
sources of Federal expenditure which were enjoyed 
in other parts of the country. Allit asked or hoped 
from the Federal Government was a good circulat- 
ing medium. But when the new President plucked 
away what had been the chief object of hope, and 
the Whigs were most impudently told that it had 
never been made a question in the Cabinet, was it 
wonderful that they were at a stand, like an army 
whose general had deserted them and gone over to 
the enemy? : 

And what were they to have in place of that ef- 
ficient National Bank which had been the object of 
their expectations? Fle was told that the “patriots” 
in both Houses would pass the bill for the fiseality 
-=the miserable half-way, go-between thing, half 
Sub-Treasury -and half National Bank, recom-. 
mended from the White House. Yes, this would 
be taken by the -patriots in Congress! In these 
days it was the very easiest of all things in this 
world. to be a “patriot.” A man had nothing to 
do.but to go over the lines into Canada, to burn a 
barn, and then burn a dwelling house full of 
women and children, then to massacre some dozen 
or half dozen people and cross back into the United 
States, and at once his name would be found 
inscribed on the roll of “patriots.” Or another 
way, still easier and shorter, was to get up in this 
House, openly renounce the political principles‘a 
man had avowed and defended for years—ay, 
through his whole public life—to forsake and de: 
nounce his long tried friends and associates, and 
break all his promises to a confiding constituency, 
and straight he would become a patriot of the very 
first water, he would be received and honored by 
the occupant of the White House as one who. had 
done good service, and, peradventure, besides all 
that, there was a prespect that the genileman’s 
valuable services would not be lost to his country, 
but that he might be called to some high post 
which chanced to have a good fat salary atiached 
to it, wher: he might aida patriotic Chief Magis. 
trate by his patriotic counsel and co-operation in 
carrying out his pure patriotic designs, to ke com- 
pletcd, possibly, withia a second teim. Some gene 
tlemen, since the unexpected change in party pros- 
pects, had suddenly manifested a very peculiar 
fondness for office; and with that fondness had de- 
veloped a remarkable facility in seeing new truths 
and adopting new principles: while some of them, 
thus suddenly enlightened, having unfortunately 
failed in obtaining offices, had as suddenly become 
obfuscated in their understanding—eelipsed, as 
it were, in all their brightness, and had eruelly 
turned about and denounced our patriotic Presi- 
dent. 

Now it would have been the easiest thing in the 
world for Mr. W. to make a speech for this fisca- 
lity, declare to be well known to every body that 
he neverhad been the advceate ofa Bank of the 
United States, that the President and his counsel. 
lors had struek out a happy device to give the 
country a sound currency and low exchanges, and 
that as a patriot he conid never consent to see his 
couniry suffer for three years longer the evils of 
her prevent condition, and therefore he held it his 
duty to his con 3, and to all and sundry 
whom it might concern, to give the new measure 
his cordial and zealous support ‘Chis was a speech 
With which, should he make it, none could find 
fauit, and in fact bis claim to be a patriot would 
thenceforth be a settled tbieg. True, the Whig 

and they came 


party had achieved a great victory, 

up to this piace panting with patriotism, (and very 
possibly with a love of office, too,) [alaugh,] when, 
ọn a sudden, their leader shot of at right angles 


view, desiroyed commerce, 


from the track which had led them to strength and 
triumph. -From „ihat moment a plain road was 
opened. for individual ambition to honor and to 
office, to profit and to. power, although he who pur- 
sued it must disgrace himself before the world; 
though he mustfals fy his principles and betray his 
constituents; though he knew and they declared 
that he misrepresented them, he could still hold. on 
to his place and his pay, and could declare that, 
though. the President had some peculiar. netions 
about banks and currency, his intentions wefe all . 
right, and it was a duty to sustain him. This was 
a sure and a safe road—a glorious and a profitable 
Speculation. Let those pursue it who would. A’ 
manly, upright, honest man—a man who preferred- 
principle to place—would choose a very different 
course. A proof of this had been set before the 
world by some of the late Cabinet. Would to God 
it had been by all! One still remained in place 
there, for whom Mr. W. had ever cherished a pro- 
found respect and regard: but it seemed that some- 
thing had intervened and beclouded his powerful 
understanding. Mr. W. trusted in God the mo- 
tives which bad actuated bis conduct had been 
pure; that they had been motives indeed patristic; 
but be confessed hisown present inability to com- 
prehend what these could be. 

As to this new fiscal affair, Mr. W. ssid be had 
looked into it as well as be could, and to him it 
seemed that that portion of the Presidents message 
which referred to it might very well have been di: 
vided into two separate documents—one directed to 
the Whigs of the two Houses, and the other to the 
Democrats. The scheme was neither more nor less 
than General Jackson’s old scheme for a Treasury 
Bank—a scheme so ably exposcd by a distinguished 
gentleman from South Carolina, and which nota 
Solitary editor throughout the country, nor one 
Single member of Congress in either branch, had 
had unbiushing effrontery enouzh to advocate. 
The Secretary of State himsel/, at that time, openly 
opposed it, though now, it seemed, he was strong 
in its favor. Had the reiiciag Cabinet recommend- 
ed to the President such a measure as this, they 
might well have been denounced for gross and 
open inconsistency. Mr. W. here adverted to the 
history of the session of 1837, when a United 
States Bank had so decided a majority in its favor, 
and to the sudden and marvellous change, 
when 114 Democratic members had afterwards 
voted fur Mr. Van Baren’s Sub-Treasury scheme. 
‘Phe fact, at that day, was charged as evidence of 
the power of Executive influence in Congress; and 
so violent was the revolution of principle demanded 
by party discipline, that a portion of the party re- 
volted, burst the yoke from their necks, and re- 
sis'ed SO monstrous a sacrilice of conscience and of 
honor. A like sacrifice was now demanded from 
Mc, W.; he'was invited to violate the tie, to break 
the link of honerend of confidence by which be was 
bound to his constitaents. He could nut do it. He 
trusted in God he never shouid be gaily ofan act | 
so base. And he concluded by saying that he had 
longed for an opportunity of saying, in the faze of 
Heaven, before his cinstiluenis, his Siate, and bis 
country, that, whatever others chose to do, ke should 
stand by his principles. 

Mr. HUDSON of Massachusetts obtained the 
floor, but offered, if gentlemen were ready and de- 
sirous now to teke the question, to resign ii and 
waive his privilege of addressing the House, 
[Cries of “No, no; go on.”] 

After a‘tew prefatory words, showing tbat, as 
the question now was presented, the rales of order 
admitted the widest latitude cf debate upon its 
whole bearings, Mr. H. proceeded ic remaik on 
the boldness of Mr. Rurrr in meet ag the ques- 
tion. Theat centleman laid, at ones, ihe axe to the 
root, by denying, ix toto, al ver in Congress to 
pass a bill which should ley any discriminating | 
duty for the protecti national industry; 
and in supporting h a he had aitacked that 
of the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Lisy.] 


who had contended that the power of protecion 
was incidental to the power given by-the Consti-u- 
lion “to regulate commerce.” The gentieman had 
insisted that a power to regulate was not a p wer 


to destroy; and as protection, 
it could not be sane- 


in that gentleman’s | 


tioned by the clause. This appeared to Mr. H. a 
very summary mode of seitling matters. To.him 
it appeared that, as the Constitution confided to 
Congress the power to regulate without any quali- 
fication or restriction whatever, Congress on that 
Subject was at liberty to do just what it should 
deem most expedi:nt. And did not every body 
know that under the sanction of this clause, Con- 
gress had, in fact, actually destroyed, or at Jeast 
tor a time totally suspended, the commerce of the 
country? Theembargo and non-intercourse acts 
rested ior their constitutionality solely on these 
words; yet every enlightened statesman acquiesced 
in those laws as entirely constitutional, however 
severe their operation might be. Nor had Mr. H. 
any hesiiaticn in saying that Congress might de- 
stroy commerce, so far as a particular branch of 
it was concerned, thereby to promote its general 
prosperity. No enlightened statesman, no sound 
lawyer, would attempt to confute that position. 
The power to regulate commerce was conferred 
absolutely, and. without any condition whatever, 
What did that power imply? . What wasa neces- 
Sary consequence of it? Ciearly this: that if other 
powers adopted a system in relavion to their com- 
merce which impaired the commerce of this coun- 
try, Congress might counteract their legislation by 
counter enactments. Such acts he conceived to 
be a legitimate exercis of a constitutional power. 

Our commerce was chiefly with Great Britain; 
and what was the course adopted by the Govern- 
ment of that country towards American commerce? 
Was it not such as to embarrass and hamper that 
commerce in various ways? Did she not abse- 
lutely exclude some of our products from admis- 
sion into the Britieh ports, and did she not pass 
discriminating daties against others? The docn- 
ments would show any striking instances of this, 
The very large amount of fish—say to the amount 
of a million of dollars annually—-derived from 
our: fisheries, Great Britain shut out aosolutely and 
entirely. On the whale oil of this country, amount. 
ing to abouta million and a half every year, Par- 
liament imposed a duty of twenty-six pounds 
twelve shillings per ton; while, on whale oil im- 
ported from her own dominions, she levied one 
shilling a ton, Here was a diserimiating duty of 
twenty-six pounds eleven shillings in favor of her 
own products, and directly against ours. So, on 
American whalebone, she put a duty of ninety- 
five pounds per ton; on her own but one pound. per 
ton. As to the corn laws, every body was familiar 
with the exclusion which was the effect of them, 
Now would his friend from South Carolina (Mr. 
Ruerr] say that the American Government had 
no tight to pass countervailing laws to meet the 
effect of legislation of this characte:? In laying 
duties were weto have no respect to tke protec- 
tion of our own citizens? 

On the clause which declared that taxes might 
be laid to pay the debis and provide for the gene- 
ral welfare of the United States, the gentleman had 
decided in a manner equally summary. The gen- 
tlegran had argued thatif it were once allowed that 
Congress might discrimate in any one case in Jay- 
ing duties for revenue, then the whole discretion of 
discrimination in duties and of the entire subject 
of the tariff, was absolutely confided to Congress: 
and as this never could have been intended, ergo 
the clause gave no such power. And this argu 
ment proceeded froma gentleman who professed 
the most absoluie, entire, tnbounded confidence 
in the people: yet he denied it was possibie 
that the discretion of laying duties for the ends 
mentioned in the Constitution could erer have been 
coafided to the immediate chosen representatives of 
the pecple! 

{%ir. Ruerr here interposed to explain, and 
stated that he bad pat his objection even more 
broadiy than the gentleman kad stated it. What 
he said was this: if Congress had the power of dis- 
eriminating in the duties laid for the benefit of mas 
nufacturers, on the ground that Congress had the 
power to legislate in all matters jt may deem expe- 
dient to the “general welfare,” then the Consti 
tion was surrendered Up to the will ofa mere ma- 
jority on this floor, who would possess unlimited le. 
gislative powers; and the Constitution, with i s limis 
tations, would thus virtually be abolished. 


Mr. H. replied that iteame to the same thing; 
and the gentleman’s principle, broadly stated, was 
this—that nothing could be submitted to the. discre- 


tion of Congress without the annihilation of the , 


Constitution. As that instrument gave Congress 
the power of laying duties for the ends therein spe- 
cified, Mr. H. understood that, provided these 
ends were pursued, the whole subject was submit- 
ted, absolutely, to the discretion ot Congress. And 
what were these ends? To pay the debts, provide 
for the protection, and promote the genera! welfare 
of the United States. Now if Congress might lay du- 
ties to protect ibis country against the arms of Great 
Britain, could it not protec: it against the manufac- 
tures of Gr:at Britain? Ifitcould lay taxes to protect 
us against British soldiers, in a British fort or ship, 
might it not just as much to protect us against Bri- 
tish paupers, in a British factory? The power was 
amps. Congre:s could as well protect American 
manufactures against the attacks of British legisla- 
tion as it could protect American cities against the 
attacks of a British fleet. If it had power for one 
object it bad power for the other. 

The gentleman settled the controversy by a gene- 
ral principle: he insisted that duties for protection 
and duties for revenue were not only differen! from 
but directly opposed to each olher—where protec- 
tion commenced, revenue ceased. la illustration, 
the gentlemen went on to show that if protection 
was carried so far as wholly to exclude the fo- 
reigu article, no duties, of course, would be paid 
on its importation; but he did not stop there. He 
went on to say further, that a daty less than prohi- 
bitory destroyed revenue jast in proportion as it 
diminished importation. If it reduced the impor- 
tation one-half, it destroyed revenue one-half; if it 
reduced importation one-quarter, it reduced reva- 
nue one-quarter. Ifa duty cf 100 per cent. would 
destroy revenue entirely, a duty of 50 percent, 
would destroy one hali of the revenue, anda 
duty of twenty-five per cent. would destroy 
one quarter of the revenue. The gentleman 
insisted on this principle as of universal ap- 
plication. Mr. H. denied it to be a sound one. He 
denied that because a daty of 100 per cent. would 
destroy revenue, it followed that a duty of 50 per 
cent. would destroy one-half the revenue. No 
such consequence necessarily followed. 

[Mr. Ruerr here again explained, but as he 
turned to Mr. H. and from the reporters, what he 
said was indistinetly heard. He was understood 
tosay that it was so, in principle, and would be so 
in the long run, although for a time such might not 
be the case. He admitted that an increase-of duty 
might for a time, increase revenue; but ultimately, 
the result was inevitable. A commodity which re- 
quired and received a protective duty here, to be 
produced, must, in the end, supplant the foreign 
produce entirely, and extirpate the importation, and 
with itallrevenue, At first the domestic producer 
may produce buta tenth of the consumption, whilst 
nine tenths might be imported, on which the in- 
creased duty is collected. But the duty, which en- 
abled him to undersell the foreign producer one- 
tenth, in the end must give him the whole market, 
and thus destroy alirevenue ] 

Mr. H. rejoiced to find that the gentleman had 
relaxed a little from his abstraction, and was wil- 
ling to look at things in a manner somewhat more 
practical. Mr. H. should look at them in thesame 
way. Now the principle, as stated by the gentleman 
from South Carolina, and by other gentlemen dur- 


ing this debate, could not be better illustrated than | 


by an anecdote. In his part of the country they 
d such things as quack doctors; and it was once 
te, H's fortune to come across one who selected 
as his topic of denunciation the practice of blood- 
letting, Said he, “Í can convince any man in a 
very “few minutes that blood-letting is injurious In 
all eases, andin some very dangerous, My gene- 
ral principle is thi: blood is life; if, therefore, you 
take away all a man’s blood, yeu take away his 
life—the man must die. And so if you take away 
one half of hissblood, you take away one half his 
life: if you take a quaricr, you take a quarter of 
his life, and so on in any other proportion.” (Con- 
vutsions of laughter.) Here was a perfect illus- 
tration of the gentleman’s abstraction: the very 
thing. 
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Bat how did this thing work in practice? In 


-1836 the duties on imported.gools were very high. 


Was not the Treasury overflowing? Certainly. 
Were not manufactures then protected? - The gen. 
Ueman admitted they were; for, in arguing for the 
observance of the compromise act, he had urged 
this consideration, that -during the former portion 
of the duration of that act the manufacturers had 
enjoyed the protection, and it must be continued 
that during the latter portion the. producers might 
have their share of protection. Yet, notwithstand. 
ing this protection of the manufactures, revenue 
flowed inin torrents, insomuch that, to get rid of 
it, Congress had to pass the Distribution act. If 
protection destroyed revenue, how came revenue 
to overflow when pretection was highest? 

_ Another illustration was found in the case of 
silk. Previously to the late extra session, import- 
ed silk paid a very small duty; now it paid 20 per 
cent. Here was projection to a certain extent. 
He put it to the gentlemen to say whether be be- 
lieved that that duty would bring no revenue inlo 
the Treasury? Would any gentleman say this? 

‘Ifa duty of 20 or 25 per cent. were laid to pro- 
tect manufactures, it mightediminish revenue to 
some extent; but not in the same proportion in 
which it protected manufactures. ‘And so the to- 
tal amount cf revenue might even be greater, in 
consequence of actually destroying all revenue on 
a particular article, provided the duties were judi- 
cionsly laid on the residue. By prohibiting the im- 
portation of that particular article, new resources 
might be developed in our own country, and do- 
mestie industry might reerive an incitement to ac- 
tivity which would produce general wealth and 
prosperity; and thus ‘he mass of the people be ren- 
dered betier able and more willing to pay taxes, 
and thus the revenue be ultimately increased 
rather than diminished. 

But the gentleman represented the parties in this 
tariff controversy to be the seanufacturers versus 
the people of the United States; and he referred to 
the census to show that while the manufacturcrs 
were but 700,000, the people of the United States 
amounted to 17,000,000. Here were 700,000 
against 17,000,000. But did not every one see 


! that this mode of stating the case was unfair? 
| Were the 17 000.000 all laborers? 


Did not that 
number include women? include young children? 
include the lame? incinde the sick? include the 
dying? while the 700,000 were all in the vigor and 
activity of life? Was tbis'a fair comparison? 
But, further: while the gentleman tbus opposed all 
protection to manufacturers, he was a strong ad- 
vocate for encouraging commerce. 

Mr, Rusrr. Did I ask protection for commerce? 

Mr. Hupson. No, and for an obvious reason— 
commerce has it already. But the gentleman’s 
former speeches—all his speeches—showed him a 
strenuous advocate for the encouragement of com- 
merce. But while the manufacturers amount to 
700,000, the merchants are but 117,000—only cne= 
sixth of the number! But Mr. H. here stated rea- 
sons why he had, from bis own knowledge, no con- 
fidence in the accuracy of the census. There were 
in Massachusetts 117,000 returned to the Legisla~ 
ture as engaged in manufactures of all kinds, with- 
out ineludiug a number of small manufactures 
carried on in families, such as braiding straw 
making palm-leaf heats, &e; the ctnsus stated 
the number at 85,000. 

But the gentleman went further: he insisted that 
this number of 700,000 was tco large, because the 
operatives were not to be counted. And why? 
Because, according to the gentleman, they had no 
interest whatever in protection, they sharing no part 
of the profits. Mr. H. came fom where these 
operatives were; and he insisted that ‘hey had a 
direet an interest in protection as the proprietors 
of the factories. So long av protection is continued, 
the proprietors continue to pay ihe same wages; 
but not when jt was withdrawn. Phe centlemaa 
hed said the wages of the operatives were segnla- 
ted not by protection, bet by the rate of wages 
around them. Trne, but the converse was also 
trne. The wages round them were regulated by 
the wages of the operatives in the factories. They 
were taken chiefly from the agricultoral class, ard 
when they were withdrawn wages rose. 


EEE EEEE See Sa 

But Mr. H. denied that the’ parties in» th £: 
troversy were the manufacturérs against: the péo- 
ple; they constituted a pattof the people, and the 
pevple had an interest-in their protection, and’ 

so it was with merchants, = 7 es 


fostered the coasting trade also. There was 
natural hostility, but the contrary, between’ män 
factures and commerce. - Their interesis were ‘one 
and thé same. Whoever set the manufacturers to 
work, provided employment fer the merchants: 

In like manner, agriculture had a direct. interest 
in the protection of manufactures. It seemed to 
be taken for granied that all the protection given 
to manufactures was so much taken from agricul- 
ture; butit was not so. Many agricultural arti- 
cles. were now protected far more than any manui- 
facturer ever thought of asking. Potatoes, oats, 
wheat, flour, indigo, cotton, pork, beef, butter, fax, 
hemp, and wool, were all covered with heavy dù- 
ties. The potatoes of Maine were protected to. the 
amount of 10 cents'a bushel. Repeal- this duty, 
and how long: would the potatoes ofthat State be: 
found in our Southern cities? Immediately’ would 
they be supplanted by’ thé potatoes of Nova Scotia; - 
and, even as things now stood, the two were comis 
peting in the same market. Take the article ‘of 
cheese; it now sold at the North at about ten ceite 
per pound, and the duty was nine cents, or ninety 
percent. The article was made in Pennsylvania 
and Ohio as well asin New England. Take ‘off 
| the duty, and the cheese of England and Germany 
|| would soon come in and supersede it. i 4 

But the great value ot manufactures to the 
farmer was the market they opened for his,proé 
‘| duce. Where would the South and the West find 
a market for their “yellow corn,” of which the 
gentieman from Virginia [Mr. Wise] so’ often 
talked to the House? The ports of Great Britain 
were shut against it. Where would be the market 
for the fiuur and rice of the South? Their almost 
exclusive market was at the North. i 

There came into the State of Massachùsetts in 
a year four milions of bushels of corn, while all 
raised within the State amounted to but 1,700,000 
bushels; 400,000 barrels of flour and 20,000 casks 
of rice were also imported into the’ State. Mr. 
H. said to the entire grain-growing interest n every 
| partof the House that the manufactures of the 
North ought to be as dear to them ‘as to any’ 
Northern man. Yet gentlemen talked about: “the 
manufaciurers versus the people of the United 
States,” ` : eae tae 

Mr. H. went on further to observe that; if there 
was any one question of national policy before 
Congress in which the laborers of ‘the Union had’a 
direct interest, it wasthis. They were interested 
init above all other men. If gentlemen’ would 
have parties in this controversy, the true parties 
were “the Laborers versus the Idlers.” None were 


1 
| hostile to mannfacturers but gentlemen who them- 


|| selves lived without labor. But he denie| there 
| were any parties in the ease; the whole people were 
| interested. : 

| Bat, to see the effect of manufactares on the ge- 
| neral prosprrity, suppose they were all destroyed 
j at a blow. Then 700,000 persons would all be 
i| turned loose on the other callings in the commu- 
|| nity: they must come in among the laborers and 
‘| agriculurisis. They would naturally go to. the 
‘| great West, And what would be the consequence? 
| Those products of the earth now so plentiful there 
‘i ss almost to be a drug would be made still more 
| abundant. And where wonld they find a market? 
Who would be profited by such an operation? 
Poese 709.000 consumers would-be controverted 
isto 700 000 producers; making 2 difference of 


4,400,060. Wold this promote the interests of 
| getienliure? Serely noi Hs prodacts would be a 


lat, aud their best market would be destroyed. 
| Suppose the manufacture of sugar should be abo- 
| ‘shed: what would be the effect? The sugar planta- 
i nons would be converted into cotton fields, and the 
|| genteman from South Caroliva would find still 

more competition in his favorite staple, while his 
| great Northern market, which now consumed one. 


forth ‘of -his crop, would. be gone—lost. Mean- 


while, the British experiments in India, and every~ 


where: else where cotton would grow, were pro- 
ceeding: what would become of the. Southern 
market for cotton in a few years? . 

: The. gentleman from. South Carolina assumed 
that-all protective duties were so much bounty, 
and a tax on the people for the benefit of the mana- 
facturers. Sach was far from being the fact. So far 
from it that Mr. Hi. did not believe that, ordinarily, 
prices were increased -by it at all. True, there 
was, and could be, no absolute fixed rule. tu judge 
by. -But here it should be observed that a surplus 
supply, even though small, affected the market to 
a far greater extent than simply the actual amount 
of surplus. A surplus to the value of $10,000 
would ‘affect a market to the amount of $100,000. 
He believed that prices generaily were rather di- 
mioished than increased by protective duties, A 
merchant who bad been in the habit of taking 
goous from a house in Engiand to the amount of 
$1,000, writes to his correspondent. that in conse- 
quenċe:of the increase of duty he could now take 
but $500. What was the consequence? The Bri- 
tish manufacturer, finding a surplus of $500 worth 
of goods on hand, and knowing that if this sur- 
plus was thrown into the American market it 
would reduce that market perhaps $50,000, imme- 
diately reduced his price, and thus he bore half the 
increased duty. _Hetook half as about the ave- 
rage. Suppose the duty now to be 20 per cent. 
and for protection 20 per cent. more. The foreign 
manafacturer paying half the addition reduced the 
aciual duty to 30 percent. Here came in a com 
petition between our own manufactures and the 
foreign. Competition reduced the price; and next 
year the British manufacturer would bear the whole 
of the additional duty. Thas, protection gave a 
Spring to the efforts and energies of boih countries; 
a larger amount was produced, and prices 
were, in consequence, reduced. There was, in 
fact, a double competition; first, between our ma. 
nufacturers and those abroad, and then among 
our own. 

‘Butit was said that all this reduction of price 
was owing to improvements in machinery, and not 
from the effect of protection. Mr, H. admitted 
that laborsaving machinery had cone much to- 
ward such a result. Bat what called these im- 

. provements into being? Was ii not protection? 
‘Was it not the discriminating duties? Assuredly. 

In illustration of this reduction of price as the 
consequence of protection, Mr. H. went into ade- 
tail of facts. Frou official returns, it appeared that 
iron bits for braces in 1816 paid a duty of eighteen 
shi‘lings and Sve pence, and in 1832 the price had 
come down to five shtilings. Hammers in 1816 paid 
twelve shillings, bat were reduced in 1832 to four 
shillings and two pence. So, comimon jocks fell 
from four shillings to one shilling and three pence; 
butt hinges from three shillings and three pence to 
one shilling and four pence. An: here, Mr. H, 
said, he had a fact for his friend from South Caro- 
lina, who had uttered such dolefal lamentations 
over the oppression of the poor man, who was so 
heavily taxed by the mankfacturers on every nail 
he drove into his cabin. In 1816, nails were at 
eleven and a haif cents a pound, the duty being 
three cents; in 1818, nails of the same kind pait 
six and a quarter cents, the duty being meanwaile 
raised to five cents; the price fell after wards as low 
as five and a half cents, and even less than that. 
This was the way the poor man was taxed to feed 
the manufacinrers on every nail he drove into his 
cabin: he got his nail for a price LESS THAN THE PRO- 
TECTING DUTY. The same was the case with broad- 
cloth; ibe price hed fallen as the duty rose. & 
gentleman near him said that there had been com- 
petition in England. Yes; and how much could 
that affect our manufaetares when the price of 
nails was below the duty?’ 

Mr. H, expressed his regret that this whole sub- 
ject had been treated as if it were a local question, 
and as if New England was the only portion of the 
Union which was concernet. Bat this was nota 
New England question; no, nor a Massachusetts 
question. ‘Fhe masufactures of Massachusetts 
could stand with less protection than most others. 
In some of them very large capital was invested, 


-and they could. stand almost any storm. In fact, 
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such establishments as Lowell could do better if the 
duties were lowered; because small competitors 
would fall; the amount manufactured would dimi- 
nish; and prices would then rise. 

Pennsylvania needed protection more than Mas- 
sachusetts. All the gréat grain-growing ‘States 
had as direct an interest m the protection of manu- 
factures as Massachusetts had. ‘Indeed, if he were 
to select a State which, beyond all others, would be 
benefited, it would be Virginia. She produced 
the “yellow corn” which was so great a favorite 
with the gentleman before him, [Mr. Wisr.] This 
was the product of her lowlands. Further up the 
country she had water-power in abundance; and 
her mountains were stored with precious minerals, 
salt and iron. Let the experiment be tried, and it 
would soon be found that the interests of that whole 
Staie would be effectually and directly advanced. 
And in a short time all her people, and, indeed, all 
the people of the Union, would come to be in favor 
of that incidental protection which was recom- 
mended in the Executive message. 

{Here Mr. H. reluctantly yielded toa mction to 
adjoura.] 5 

The motion to adjourn was waived for the mo- 
ment, at the request of— 

The SPEAKER, who laid before the House 
certain testimony in the case of the contested elec- 
tion from Florida; which, y 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, was referred to 
the Committee of Elections. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House the 
foilowing Executive eommunications, which were 
laid on the table and ordered to be printed: 

A Jetter from the Secretary of War, transmitting 
Statements prepared by the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions, embracing the names of persons who have 
made application for a pension, or an increase ef 
pension during the past year, and whose applica» 
tions were rejected, together with the names, resi- 
dence, the capacity in which they severally allege 
they served, and the grounds on which they were 
rejected. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting the annual report from the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office, with accom- 
panying statements, 

A leiter from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting, in complance with a resolation of the 
House of the 22d of June last, statements on ae- 
count of the civil list, miscellaneous, foreign in- 
tercourse, military department, and naval ser- 
vice, &e. 

The motion to adjourn was then put and car- 
ried. 

And the House adjourned, 


ZLS Mr. Jeremian Brown appeared in his seat 
in the FIouse of Representatives to-day, 


SENATE. 
Toxspay, December 28, 1841. 

Mr. WALKER, Senator of Mississippi, ap- 
peared in his seat to-day. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. presented a memo- 
rial from the Antislavery Society of Pennsylvania, 
praying Congress to take measures to remove the 
seat of Government to Cincinnati, Pittsburgh, or 
Philadelphia; or to some central point in a non- 
slaveholding State. 

On motion of Mr. KING, the motion to receive 
said petition was laid on the table. 

fdr. MANGUM, from the Committee on Print. 
ing, reported that that committee had given per- 
mission to have printed the communication from 
the Secretary of the Treasary, enclosing the report 
of the Commissioner of the Generai Land Office, 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana moved to have the 
usual additional quantity of that document printed, 
that is, 3U0 additional for the Senate and 500 for 
the use of the General Land Office Depa; tment. 
It was a document of considerable importance, and 
more than 500 were absolutely required for the 
: epartment. 

Mr CLAY was opposed to printing any addi. 
ic nal quanilty, on the ground that the mars were 
very expensive and useless; that heretofore tbey 
had not been sent ont. But if they were needed by 
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the Department, he was for letting the responsie 
bility of printing rest with it, and let the country 
see that the Executive was chargeable, and not the 
Legislative Department, with extraordinary charges 
for printing. ý 

Mr.SMITH explained that the subject had been 
referred to the Commitee on Printing, and it had 
agreed to print the ordinary quantity, and the ques. 
tion now was whether they should order the usual ex- 
tra quantity. Mr. S, showed the importance of the 
decunyent, and the necessity of the extra number 
for the use of the Department. He also showed 
that if the 500 were ordered by the Department, 
the expense would be much greater—the cost would 
be as much nearly as for the original printing, 
If the extra quanlity was ordered by the Senate, 
here would be no charge for the composition be-, 
yond which was charged for the regular number, 
Such would not be the case if it were left to the 
discretion of the Department. 

The question was taken and the 1000 additional 
ordered. 

On motion by Mr. PIERCE, the papers of Isaac 
Hilton were taken from the files of the Senate, and 
referred to the Committee on Pensions, : 

Mr. BAGBY presented the memorial of Wm. 
Waller, asking confirmation of title to a certain 
tract of land: referred to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. i 

Mr. SEVIER presented the petition of Benja- 
min Crawford, asking indemnification for losses; 
which was referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

Also, on his motion, the petition of Robert Pratt, 
for compensation for services of his father, was 

rdered to be tskea from the files and referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. CLAY gave notice that he would, on to- 
morrow, ask leave to introduce three joint resolu- 
tions, proposing three several amendments to the 
Constiiution of the United States— 

Fhe Ist to put a restriction on the veto power; 
2d. To take the appointment of the head of the 
Treasury Department from the Executive, and to 
vest that power in the Legislative branch of the 
Government; 3d. To extend “the provision in the 
Constitution in relation to the appointment of 
members of Congress to office, so that no mem- 
ber shall be eligible to receive an office from the 
Executive from the day of such member’s elec- 
tion to the expiration of the time for which he was 
elected. 

He said there was another point in which it was 
desirable the Constitution should be amended— 
that was, to limit the duration of time for which 
the Chief Magistrate should be elected. But that 
subject had been taken into hand by another Sena- 
tor, who was not then present, and he had no de- 
sire to interfere with him. 

On motion of Mr. TAPPAN, leave was granted 
to Walker, Caruthers and Co. to withdraw their 
papers from the files of the Senate. f 

Mr. LINN submitted a resolution, which was 
adopted, that the memorials and resolutions ema- 
nating fror any of the State Legislatures of the 
United Siates, and presented to the Senate since 
1838, with ibe memorials and petitions from any 
individuais, relating to the occupation and settle- 
ment of Oregon, be taken from the files and refer- 
red to the Select Commitiee on the said Territory. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, leave was granted 
to William Yeaton to withdraw his papers from the 
files of the Seneste, 

Mr. BERRIEN presented the petition of J. R. 
Tiffet, adminisizator of J. D. P, Villiers. 

Mr. HUM LiINGTON, from the Committee 
Commere?, raade an adverse report on the petition 
of Samuel Brown, praying compensation for addi- 
tional dūiesas naval officer for the Disiriet of 
Providence, Rhode Isiand. ‘Tae report was 
agreed to. 

Also reported bask io the Senate, without amend- 
ment, 

A biii for the relief of Caleb Eddy. 

A bul for the reiiefof the Piam Island Bridge 
and Fornpike Company. 

A bill for ihe revet of Jacob Pennel and others, 
owners of the brig Eiiza, of Bronswiek, 

Mr. GRAHAM, from the Committee on Pen- 
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sions, reported a bill for the relief of Huldah 
Tucker, which was read. 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, 
reported back to the Senate, without amendment, 
and with a recommendation thai it do pass, the 
biii regulating commercial. intercourse with the 
port of Cayenne, in the colony of French Guiana, 
and to remit certain duties. 

Rr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pensions, 
reported a bill for the relief of Jobn S. Billings; 
which was read: A 

Aiso, made an unfavorable report on the petition 
of Casper W., Weaver; which was read and laid 
on the table. 

Mr. McROBERTS asked leave to introduce a 
bill for an act establishing a port of entry at the 
city of Chicago, in the State of Illinois. 

Mir. MeR. addressed the Senate, and explained 
the necessity and importance of placing that city 
upon the same footiug with St. Louis, Louisville, 
and Cincinnati, as to being made a port of entry. 
He called the attention of the Senate to the rapid 
advancement of tbat city—to its increasing popu- 
Jation—and to its tosnage and commerce—all of 
which, he said, gave Chicago the strongest claims 
to be made a port of entry. The bill was intro- 
duced, read twice, and, upon his motion, referred 
to the C -mmittee on Commerce. 

The engrossed bills for the relief of Samuel Cra- 
pin, and bill granting a pension to Margaret Jamie- 
scn, widow of Samuel Jamieson, were read the third 
time and pa-sed. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE reported from the Com- 
miuee on Commerce, with a view of having print- 
ed, certain papers relating to the navigation of the 
lakes; whieh was agreed io. 

THE LAND DISTRIBUTION ACT 

Tae following resuluiicn, submited on the 231 
Instant, by Mr. Ginn, was iaken up and adopted, 
viz: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to make a report to the Senate, showing 
what would have been the operation of the Land 
Distribution bill, if ıt had been in operation daring 
the year 1841, and how much would have been the 
distributive shares of each State and Territory, and 
tae District of Columbia, under said bill, according 
to the ascertained and estimated product of the 
land sales for the year. Also, the distributive share 
of each individual, provided tke said revenue 
should have been divided out by the head to the 
eatre pepulation of the Union, according to the 
census of 1840; and how much would have been 
the distributive shares of the States, Territories, 
and District of Columbia, and individuals, pro- 
vided all the proper costs and charges upon the 
lands, consisting of Indian annuities, payable dur- 
ing the year, aud the carrent purchases of lands 
from Indiana, in addition to other costs and charges 
named in the D'siribution act, were first deducted 
before the distribution sneuld be made. 

The bil for the relief of David Waller, was 
taken up, asin Committee of the Whole; and af- 
ter soms explanation by Mr. PIERCE, was re- 
ported to the Senate without amendment, and or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading. : 

‘fhe bill introduced on yesterday by Mr. Ben- 
Ton to postpone the operation of the Bankrupt 
law, with a view fo amendment, game up iR or- 
der. and was read the second times A 


Mr. BERRIEN moved its referegce to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. , h è 

Mr. BENTON saw no necessity for its refe- 
rence to any commitiee. Prompt aceton was 
wanted. Le boped, therefore, the motiok would 
not prevail. 4 

Mr. BERRIEN said, in considefatign of the 
fact tha: several petitions touching the subject had 
been referred to that committee, he, fe k it for 
eranted that the bill shonld have thegame refe. 
renee. 

Mr. CALHOUN hoped it would not be referred 
at all, unless ic was the understanding that the 
coninitiee would report at an early day. The ob- 
j.ctaf tke bill wae for a suspension of the law. Tt 
was his object to engraft upon it, when it came up, 
an amendment for the repeal of thatlaw. He be- 
lieved that there was a great reaction in public 
opinion with reference to the question, It was 


passed. precipitately at the last session; and since 
that ume, ise country had examined, not only its 
provisions, but the question of the propriety of any 
law, and there was a great change, he believed, 
with refereace to i He thought those interesied 
in the bill should have an opportunity of perfect- 
ing it, if it were to go into - cperation; and unless 
the committee was to report at an early day, that 
opportuntiy could not be afforded. i 

Mr. LINN reminded the gentlemen of the Whig 
party of their course the other day on the question 
of reference of the bill to repeal the Distribution law 
of the last session, to a select committee. They then 
contended that it was a simple question of repeal, 
no details to investigate, &z. and that it was not ne- 
cessary to rier it for that reason. He contended 
that this, also, was a simple question not to repeal, 
but merely to postpone, and therefore less necess ty 
existed for its reference to the Judiciary Commit- 
tee. Toe Senate not only refused the reference of 
the Distributicn bill to the Committee on Military 
Affaire, orto a select committee, as proposed by 
him, but refused to refer it at all. He did not ob- 
ject to the course the Senate then thought proper to 
take, but he would prefer. that they would act in 
accordanre with the vote given the other day. 

Mr. BERRIEN said the motion was submitted 
under the belief that as chairman of the Judiciary 
Committee he regarded the motion as proper—the 
subject of repeal and postponement having been 
presen‘ed to it on the petitions already referred. If 
it seemei proper to carry cut the views of the peti- 
tloners by a reference of the petitions to that com- 
mittee, he thought this bill should have a like dis- 
position. Wita relation to the bill for the repeal of 
the Distribution <et, referred to by the Senaicr from 
Missouri, he did think the Senate competent to de- 
cide on it viihout reference, it having been passed 
in accordance with numerous peiitions; and no new 


| lights could be elicied by beng sent i0 a commit- 


tze, But he conceived the condition of this subject 
different. It was said by many that the bill was 
impracticable, and required amendment. From an 
interchange of opinion with the committee, he knew 
that if they found i: to be the case, they would feel 
it their duty to repori as early a> practicable on the 
bill, if it was referred. He hoped the bill would 
not be hurried through without reference. 

Mr. KING would go against any reference of 
this sutj:ct, and especially to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. When the Senator from Missouri, the 
other day, reported a bill to repeal the Distribution 
act, i was reporied with an additional proposition, 
which was, that the proceeds of the sales of the 
public lands should be applied to the defence of the 
country; and the propesitioa involved the whole 
financial policy of the country. In answer to what 
was thea suid—that the bill should be sent to a ze- 
lect committee, for the purpose of investigating the 
condition of the Treasury, and ascertaining whether 
it was in a condition to meet the expenditures for 
the erection of defences, and if not, that the distri- 
bution should stop, and the proceeds of the lands 
should be applied to that object—they were told 
thet the bil] introduced by the Sena or was merely 
to repeal, and did not require a reference, snd that 
the object contemplated would only be endangered 
by having an ew parte report made upon it by a se- 
lest committee. He, at that time, proposed te re- 
fer the bill to the Committee on Military Affairs, a 
majority of which belonged to the dominant party; 
bat bis motion did net prevail. And now, although 
a simple measure was introduced, not to repeal, but 
merely to pesipone the operation of a law until they 
could lock deliberately aiit, and asceriain the wishes 
cf the American pecple, with a view to form cor- 
rect cpivions, these very gentlemen who eppored 
the several metioas io refec which were Ihen made, 
came forward and proposed the reference of the 
subject to the Committee on the Judiciary! But 
if the measure was righ:, In itself, and was to be 
considered asa bankrupt jaw, there was scarcely a 
man who would netsay that the biti was grossly 
defective, and must be amended to insure the pur- 
poses which itintended to accomplish. It would 
not do to Jet this law go by uatlit wasteo late to 
amend it; andif the opinion was entertained that 
this law was such a one as should go into operz- 
tion, it surely was proper to postpone it a day sufi- 
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ciently distant to enable them to. bring-to’their 


all.the lights which bad been shed: upon 3 
the passage of the bill. He-hoped that gentle 
would preserve their. feélings. of consistency, 
as they had the other day-refused the referenc 
a biil which had in view a simple. proposition -t0 
repeal, he trusted. that they would not: persevere 
“now (when a proposition was made,: not. to: repeal: 
but merely to postpone the operation ef an act) 
ia iusisting that the billof the Senator: from Mis 
souri should be sent to a commitiee. opposed ‘to: its. ` 
object; and thus change the whole ground which they: | 
then assumed. 7 : eae 
Mr. MANGUM said it was true there would be: 
inconsistency.in acting on a. different principle- 
from that maintained the other day in relation to. 
referring the biil for the repeal of the Distribu- 
tion.act, and he regretted the motion of his friend. 
from Georgia bad been made. He confessed that 
he was in favor of postponing or suspending for 
the present the Bankrupt act, because . he believed 
in its present shape it could not be carried ‘into: 
effect. He had learned from the very best jadicial. 
authority of the country, that its provisions-are 
utterly impracticable, aud that considerable modi 
fications are indispensable; unless the officers ofthe 
judicial courts courts could be endued with uvbiquity,, 
the act could not be carried into effect... He-theres: 
fore called upon his friend [Mr. Berrien]:to. 
withdraw his motion, with a view of allowfng the. 
consideration of the bill to come at. once before 
the Senate. He believed the operation.of the act 
ought to be suspended and postponed, but toa day 
much earier than thatnamed in the bill of the 
Senator from Missouri. Lime must be allowed 
for maturing the amendments necessary to render 
the act practicable. 
Mr. CALHOUN concurred with the Senator 
from North Carolina, and although he had resolved 
to propose an amendmeat to the bill, going at onee 
toa repeal of the act, he would now suspend that. 
intention, and would consent to a simple postpone- 
ment. He hoped there would bea general con-. 
currence on this point, as all. must be satisfied that 
there is an absolute necessity for postponement. 
Mr. CLAY thought that the reference proposed 
was proper, and he had no idea that the committee 
to whom it might be given in charge would retain 
it until the law should go into effect. They were 
told by those who made ihe bill the particular 
subject of their attention, that some amendments 
must necessarily be made to carry it into effect, 
and that the purpose of the suspension was. to 
enable them to introduce amendments; but whether 
banking corporations were to be included or not, 
made no difference. They learned from all quarters 
that some amendments were indispensable; and this.’ 
was one of those subjects on. which he could:sée no 
impropriety in yielding to publie opinion, if he could 
be satisfied that a modification of the law was 
called fur. Oa former occasions he gave his opi- 
nions in eccordance with the principles which he 
made his guide, not becaase his State called for 
this act, but upon the broad principle that it was 
called for by the commercial and oiher States, and 
thatthe Gove:nment only possessed the power to pass 
such alaw, He would repeat, that if he could be 
satisfied, beyond all controversy, that the public 
were opposed to the law, or the reiention of it upon 
their statut2-books, he would have no objection to 
suspend its operaiion or favor its repeal. 1s 
+ Mr. BUCHANAN had endeavored last session 
to illustrate the matter—twenty years ago he had 
investigated ihis subjec’, and stated then, as he 
did now, that such a bankrupt jaw must be wholly 
impracticable. When five hundred. thousand 
bankrupts, or even one hundred thousand, are to 
take the benefit of the act, and mast all pass 
through the Federal courts, it must neecssarity be 
an impracticabielaw. There is no alternative but 
either to augment the Federal district courts to 
meet the occasion, or to suspend the law itself. 
Tne Constitution gave to Congress alone the au- 
thority to pass bankrupt laws, and the principle 
had been decided, over and ever again, that. the 
cases of bankraptey arising under them must be 
decided by the courts of the United States.. On the 
immediate question of reference to one committee 


or another, he had nothing to say. All he would 
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do, would be to 
might be referred, to say how the Federal district 
courts are to accomplish all the duties. this act 
will thrown upon them, or how. the cases brought 
into court the first month of the operation of the 
law can be discharged within the next seven years. 
“Mr. HENDERSON said that the power being 
in the Constitution,’ and- the power having been 
taken away from the States, to pass bankrupt laws, 
it was the solemn duty-of Congress to place the 
subjéct in the best practicable form. He. did not 
believe that this law was so defective as to. pre- 
clude it from being carried into execution; and al- 
though he believed that the process must be slow, 
he was satisfied that something could be done. 
However, he had no objection that amendments 
should be made which would: facilitate its opera- 
tion; but let them not act the part of children in 
this matter, by passing a law, and, before it went 
into effect, protract the commencement of its ope- 
ration. He had no reason to believe that the pub- 
lic sentiment had changed upon this subject. If a 
bankrupt law was not proper at the present time, 
when would it be proper to enact one?. He hoped 
that the bill would be referred to the Commitiee on 
the Judiciary, that they might consider the subject 
deliberately and report upon some plan to facili- 
tate the operations of the Jaw; and he trusted that 
they wuld not delay, as he was. convinced that it 
could, Bren as it Row was, go into immediate ope- 
ration. Itcouldnot be put into operation by the 


‘courts; it was, to all intents, already suspended. 


Then what harm coull it do? Bat it could be put 
into execution, and, he repeated, into successful 
execution. It-could not do all which was de- 
manded, it was true, with the despatch of a week 
or a month, but what could be done, ought to be 
done. 

Mr. PRESTON understood the bill to be one 
merely to posipone the operation of the Bankrupt 
act. The question of postponement, then, was the 
only question to be considered. Its object is to 
gain time for consideration, as indicated by the 
mover of the bill. If referred to a committee, it 
will depend on the nature and amownt of business 
before that committee whether the subject can be 
duly considered and reported upon before the day 
fixed for the act to go into operation. It was alto- 
gether a grave question, and he (Mr. Presron) 
thought it ought to be considered now, and by the 
Senate itself. He concurred with the Senator from 
Alabama that consistency is a jewel. If there was 
no other inducement to have the matter in the hands 
of the Senate, that of consistency ought to re- 
commend that course. He would therefore pro- 
pose that the Senator from Missouri [Mr. Ben- 
TON] should be allowed to take his own course in 
the progress of his bill. He (Mr. Prestow) con- 
fessed that he was, the other day, opposed to the re- 
ference of the Senator’s (Mr. Linw’s] repes! bill 
to any committee; on the same principle, consis- 
tency demanded that he should disapprove of such 
a reference now in regard to a bill which does not 
go any thing like so far as repeal—it only asks for 
postponement, 

Mr. HUNTINGTON did not care how the bill 
was disposed of, so far as regarded the question of 
reference, but be thought that, as the Committee 
on the Judiciary had had the whole subject before 
them, they cou!d soon ascertain whether it would 
be necessary to repeal the act, or to modify it, so 
as to make it efficient; and they could then report 
to the Senate in accordance with their maiure deli- 
berations. 

Mr. TALLMADGE said that there were un- 
doubtedly defects in the iaw, but they could be cor- 
rected from time to time, as experience might sug- 
gest. He was opposed to any postponement, and 
especially to any repral of thelaw, and he wanted 
it to go into operation at the time fixed, when the 
officers whose duty i: would be to administer it 
could ascertain the defecis, and make them known 
with a view to their correction. He deprecated 
the delay of justice, which the least postpouement 
would occasion, and called pon the friends of the 
measure to rally in its defence, 

Mr. BUCHANAN had already s'ated he did not 
believe that with the present judicial courts of the 
country, the Bankrupt law could be executed. He 


Seer 
call ‘on gentlemen to whom it | 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE: 


did not propose to go into the merits of the mea- 


-sure itself, not to allude to the change of public 
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_ cases, and. was more extensive. 


sentimeat in reference to it. He confined himself 
to the view of the utter impracticability of the act. 
If attempted to be carried into effect on the Ist of 


‘February, as specified, it will soon be found. whe- 
ther his friend from New York, [Mr, Tatumanas,] 


or himself, was right. “The law of 1800 he cited 


:as evidence to show that this bill: would be more 


It embraced more 
Cases were to be 
determined in the circuit courts on the different cir- 
cuits, ahd this would lead to an overwhelming 
amount of business. Sixty days, his life on it, 
would prove it true that the bill could not be en- 
foreed. It would, for this reason, soon become un- 
popular, and then odious. The courts in New 
York would not be enabled to get through their 
business. . 

Mr. HENDERSON said he appreciated in part 
what had been said by the Senator from Pennsyl- 
vania. He pointed out difficulties without point- 
ing out the manner in which they could be obvia- 
ted. All the courts were open, accounts could 
be audited, and, being audited, were settled under 
a form known and prescribed in this bankrupt law. 
Cases there might become exremely litigated, and 
present embarrassments, but not to the extent men- 
tioned by the Senator from Missouri and the Sena- 
tor from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. BENTON observed that it was but thirty 
days, or thereabouts, till the act would go into ope- 
ration. It was not to be expected that a commit- 
tee friendly to the measure itself, would be in any 
extraordinary hurry to report back a bill to post- 
pone the operation of that measure. If there is to 
be any postponement, it is time those affected by 
the bill should know it, that they might avoid pre- 
cipitation. There was no occasion to refer the bill 
to a committee for consideration, Lecause there was 
nothing in it tobe considered but postponement, 
and of that the Senate was most competent itself to 
judge. If, as alleged in favor of referring to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, there are numerous 
petitions to be considered, that is a strong reason 
why the operation of the act should be postponed, 
that time might be gained for considering them in 
connection with the act itself. ‘This bill will have 
to pass both Houses and the Executive in time to 
suspend the act; bat is there any chance of that, if 
referred as desired? He had given his bill the 
mildest possible form; far short of bis own wishes, 
which would lead him direcily to repeal. Te had 
shaped it merely to call for postponement, with a 
view of disarming opposition; but as ke saw there 
was evidently a strong disposition to insist on the 
reference to the Committee on the Judiciary, which 
he felt to be tantamount to a denial of postpone- 
ment, he would, on that question of reference, call 
for the yeas and nays. 

They were ordered; when 

Mr. BERRIEN said he was not willing to let 
this discussion,clese in silence. The Bankrupt bill 
had before been deliberately considered, discussed, 
and passed, and the question now was whether it 
should be postponed for the reasons which had 
been given. He denied that the bill was incapa- 
ble of practical operation. ‘There might be faults 
which required amendment, and if there were it 
was proper for the Judiciary Committee to consi- 
der them. If this was the reason for posipone- 
ment, it was the proper season for reference. The 
committee would evade no responsibility, and in 
thelr examination would report according to that 
examination. If it was found that the bill could 
net be executed, ihey would report in season for 
the extension of the time for the enforeemeni of the 
bil, sotha! the Senate and House of Representa. 
tives could act upon the measure without embar- 
rassmsnt, Jf there were 500,000 or 250,000 bank- 
rupis, it would no doubt add x uch to the labors 
of the judiciary; or, if the cases were to be all of 
a controverted cha x, there would be more rea- 
son in the argame hich had bren edvanced, 
But there was ne probability of this. With the 
prezent jadicial machinery of the nation the bill 
could go into operaiicn, Having said thas much 
he wasready for action upon the motion whieh 
the Senate might think proper to make, 


difficult of execution than that. 


on 


The question was then put on the referenc2 to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, and ` decided in 
the negative, by yeas and nays, as follow:: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bates, Berrien, Clay of Ken- 
tacky, Clayton, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Hun- 
tisgton, Morehead, Porter, Simmons, Southard, 
Tallmadge, Williams, and Woodbridge~-15. 

NAYS—Messrs, Allen, Archer, Bagby, Benton, 
Buchanan, Calhoun, Fulton, King, Linn, McRo- 
berts, Mangum, Mouton, Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, 
Rives, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of 
Indiana, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Woodbury, 
Wright, and Young—25. 

Tae bill will take its place on the calendar, sub- 


‘ject to be disposed of at any time. 


The bill reported from the Committee on Public 
Lands, with an amendment, to establish an addi- 
tional land district in the State of Albama, was 
taken up, the amendment agreed to, and the bill 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Turspay, December 28,1841. > 

The journal of yesterday was read, and ap- 
proved. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST asked Jeave to present a 
communication from the Collector of Providence, 
setting forth (as the Reporter understood) the ne- 
cessity of immediate repairs to the custom-house in 
that place. : 

Mr. T. desired to refer it to the Committee on 
Commerce with a resolution. 

Mr. GOGGIN objected, unless all were to have a 
similar opportunity. 

Mr. CALVARY MORRIS asked leave to make 
a report from the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions. i 

Mr. GOGGIN objected, unless reports generally 
could be received, N 

On motion of Mr. JAMES, the House passed to 
the orders of the day, being the’ 

REFERENCE OF THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 

The Houce resumed the cohsideration of the un- 
finished business òf yesterday, being the following 
branch of the resdlution heretofore offered by Mr. 
FILLMORE: f 

Resolved, That 
tariff be referred 
tures. 

Which resolution Mr. Arnerron had heretofore 
moved to amend by striking out the words “Com. 
mittee on Manufactures,” and inserting the words 
“Committee of Ways and Means.” 

Which amendment ‘Mr. Ruerr had heretofore 
moved to amend by adding thereto the following 
words: i ; 

“With instructions.that, should it be in their opi- 
nion expedient to lay additional duties, they shall 
be so laid as not to'discriminate in favor of any 
particular’ class ofvindustry in the United States.” 

Mr. HUDSON j resumed from yesterday, and 
concluded his argyment. He first corrected aslight 
error in the report of his remarks in the National 
‘Intelligencer of this morning, which he said was 
otherwise very correct. ‘What he had stated was, 
that, dy an official report made to the Legislature 
of Massachucetts in 1837, it appeared that the num- 
ber of persons engaged in manufactures in his 
State was 117.000, and thet tais did not include 
those engaged in the smali mannfaciuring business 
carried on in families. When he gave way to the 
motion for adjournment yesterday, he had stated 
that, as a general principle, protection, when the 
duty was wisely laid, and imposed on those arti« 
cls which were manufactured in this country, 
tended to reduce, rather than increase, the price of 
those articles, There were some exceptions to this; 
it might be for a very limited period that a duty im- 
posed on an article would increase its price: but 
tae reverse was the generai trnih. ft might be 
Said, in answer to this, that if the effect of diseri- 
inating doties was to reduce the price of articles 


one 


j 
so much:ihereof as relates to the 


‘to the Committee on Manufac- 


| in this country, it would furnish no protection. He 


could clearly show that, although the imposition of 
a duty tended to decrease the price of articles, still 


| the manufacturer was protected, He illustrated 
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this at some length, by tracing tne operation of this 
principle with reference to particular article. 

Gentlemen bad spoken of a protecting tariff as 
an exploded doctrine. Wher, where, or by whom, 
he asked, was it exploded? it wasa doctrine of 
the Constitution, recommended by the first Presi- 
dent, recognised by the very first act of Congress 
after the establishment of this Government. He 
would not go through the list of Presidents or pre- 
cedents cn this subject, but would say that every 
President, except the elder Adams, had recognised 
clearly the doctrine of protecting American indus- 
try, and encouraging manufactures. This doc- 
trine, it bad been acknowledged by gentlemen, 
was recognised in the compromise act, which had 
not yet expired; and, consequently, this explosion 
must be a future event. Or, if the doctrine was 
exploded at all, it had been by the speeches on this 
floor in favor of free trade. 

Free trade had been recommended as glorious in 
the extreme; and it had been said, if all men 
would come into it, we should have a commercial 
millennium. He considered it as nothing more or 
less than a system of non-resistance. Why did 
not gentlemen who advocate itgo the whole length, 
and say they would not erect forts, build ships, 
support armies and navies? because, if ail men 
would live peaceably together, we should have a 
military millennium. Would these gentlemen go 
the whole length of the doctrine, and carry out 
the principle of free trade, or non-resistance on 
other subjects? If so, they might apply it to com- 
merce, but not before. 

Mr. H. here replied to various arguments that 
had been advanced. The gentleman fiom South 
Carolina, (Mr. Rarrt,j the other day, had spoken 
of the severe taxes impossd on labor for the sup- 
port of manufactures. It was a notorious fact, 
that the slave population did not consume the same 
amount of dutiable articles as the free population 
of the North; the operatives of a cotton-mill con- 
sumed articles paying ten times as much duty as 
the articles consumed by the same number of 
slaves. He would admit that a greater number 
of free articles was imported into the Northern 
than the Southern States; but admitting this, the 
North paid greater duties, and for proof of this, he 
referred to a Senate document of the first session of 
the 26:h Conzres*, which showed thatfrom 1821 to 
1839, the duty on the whole amount of articles 
imported into the State of Massachusetts exceeded 
the duty on articles imported into South Carolina 
by 10 percent. It wasalso said that the whole 
tarif system was a syst-m of plunder and robbery, 
and ab iniquitous system, all the advantages of 
which the Northern manu‘acturer reaped, while 
the taxes were paid by the producer. The whole 
argument{proceeded on the ground that the North- 
ern manufacturer was very wealthy. 

For the purpose of showing that this was net 
the case, Mr. HI. entered scmewhat at large into 
an examination of the amount of capital required 
in the manufacture of various articles manufac- 
tured in Massachusetts, showing that it was very 
small, and that nine-tenths of the value of the ar- 
ticles, when manufactured, was the product of la- 
bor, whereas the preduc:ion of cotton was sirictly 
a production of capital—the land being capita! and 
the slaves being capits!so that the contest, if 
there was one, was not, as Southern gentlemen 
contended, a contest between Northern capital and 
Southern labor, but between Northern labor and 
Southern capital. 

He concluded by saying that if there was a sin- 
gle question of national policy, in which all paris 
of the country had the same interest, it was this. 
Let duties be judiciously laid; let. there be a wise 
discrimination, and a diveriminating tarif would 
onera‘e for the mutual benefit of the East and 
West, of the North and South. 


[A message was received from the Senate, by 
A. Dicsins, esq. Secretary, informing the House 


that the Senate had passed the following bills, and 
asking the concurrence of the House therein: 

‘An act for the relief of Samuel Crary. 

An act granting a pension to Margaret Ja 
mieson. 

The Senate also informed the House that that 
body had appointed Messrs. Pruston, Kine and 
Cuoare, a committee on its part to arrange the 
placing of the statue of Washington ] 

Mr. PAYNE did not rise to address the House 
on this worn out subject, because he felt any incli- 
nation on his part to do so. Widely different were 
his feelings. But this subject of protection to do- 
mestic manufactures had become a matter of con- 
sideration in the State which he had the honor, in 
part, to represent; and its Legislature had expressed 
a feeling so decidedly in regard to it, that he could 
not be silent when it became the subject of discus- 
sion on that floor. They had taken the ground 
broadly and decidedly that this Government had 
not the right in imposing duties to discriminate for 
the sake of protection to manufactures. This was 
the ground that the Legislature of his State had 
taken, and in taking it, he was happy to say that 
he fally concurred with them. 

The gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. Wintiams] 
said yesterday that no. memberiof that House had 
advocated the doctrine of protection to domestic 
manufactures without regard to revenue. If he 
understood him correctly, be asserted that no mem- 
ber on that floor wished to discrirainate in the im- 
position of duties beyond the purposes of revenue. 

{Mr. WitcraMs kere corrected Mr. P.] 

The gentleman, Mr. P. said, then tock back 
what he said yesterday, and he was glad he had 
done it. Had he not done so, he shonid bave 
taken the trouble to prove to the House that pro- 
tection was the object of the party in power, at the 
extra session; that it was one of the principal’ob- 
jects for which the extra session was called, and 
that all the measures of that session tended 
to that object. There was the loan bill 
to pay a debt of Jess than two millions 
of Treasury notes thathad been left by the last 
Administration. There was the Distribution bill 
to drain the Freasury in order to create new ex- 
cuses for additional taxation, and if this was not 
enough for that purpose, there were extravagant 
and unnecessary appropriations made to swell out 
the amount. It was admitted, however, on that 
floor, that protection was the object of the party in 
power. What was the declaration of the gentle- 
man from Pesnsylvania, [Mr. W. W. Irwin] 
when he addressed the House on this subject. He 
told you that the Whig party in Pennsylvasia were 
pledged to the protection of domestic manufac- 
tures during the Presidential canvass, that protec- 
tion was inscribed on the Harrison flag, and he 
called upon the Whigs of the South to redrem the 
pledges then made. What did they hear from the 
gentleman from New York [Mr. Linn] when he 
spoke on this question? Why, that we must pro- 
tec! our laborers against the pauper labor of Eng- 
land. Did they not further bear that Northern 
labor would not be content, if placed on an equa- 
lity with the slave labor of the South? He would 
not, however, enlarge on this brauch of the subject. 
If he did, he should, perhaps, be drawn into a 
warmih of expression that be might regret. He 
would, however, contend that this Government had 
not the right, in laying taxes, to discriminate for the 
sake of protection to any one brarch of domestic 
industry. What did the protective policy propose? 
Why, to take from the cit'zen tbe right he has 
never sntrendered, to sell the products of his labor 
where he can get the best prices, and to purchase 
the articles he consumes from those who will sell 
to himat the lowest prices. This, said Mr. P. is 
what your protective policy proposes, andit is what 
this Government has no rigùtto do. Mr. P. then 
went on to explain the process by which the protee- 
tive systems affects the consumer. 

In the course of bis remarks, Mr. P. showed the 
onerous burdens imposed by the present tariff on 


the consumers of the country for the benefit of the 
manuufactureis, and which the latter, so far from 
being satisfied with, were clamorous for more. The: 
present laws imposed a duty of 20 per cent... The 
importing merchant who paid that duty charged a 
profit on it of 5 per cent. making 25 per cept. 
whieh was the first operation of the law. This 25° 
per cent. had to be paid ,by the retail merchant, 
who added to it a profit of 50 per cent. which 
brought it up to 374, and to this must be added the 
home valuation, which, at the lowest computation, 
was equal to 24 per cent. thus bringing up the 
amount to be paid by the consumer to 40 per cent. 
on a tariff of 20 percents. Was not this a most. - 
intolerable burden to the consumer? If the neces- 
sities of the country required that they should 
bear such a heavy burden, he well knew: that 
they would bear it without a murmur. It was 
the duty of good citizens to support the Govern: 
ment in all expenditures necessary for ifs ho- 
nor and interest, and the agricultural classes would 
be willing to: go to. that extent; but beyond that 
point, let him tell gentlemen, they would ‘not go. 
They would not tolerate the increase of their burs 
dens, for the sake of protectivg a favored class, 
Let the consumers in the North and in the South,: 
in the East and in the West, but reflect that, on 
every busbel of salt, every axe, every hoe and 
plough, and every implement they used, they paid 
a duty of forty per cent. and then ask them if they 
are willing to pay more for the sake of protection. 
Then, to tak of this protection being for the bene- 
fit of domestic industry, while tre protected interest, 
not satistied with the present enormous rate of duty, 
were clamoring for more! Gentlemen might talk of 
this duty as they pleased, but he would tell them 
that the people of this country would not submit for 
a moment after they fully understood the subject. 
They would be slaves, and worse than slaves, if they 
did. But where did gentlemen get the power, under 
the Constitution, to protect one species of industry 
at the expense of all the rest? All the powers of this 
Government were tru:t powers, and to pervert them 
to such objects was a flagitious violation of the trust. 
Here he was met by the argument of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. Hupecn,] that protec: 
tion to manufactures was sanctioned by the gee 
neral welfare clause in the Constitution. He 
protested against this doc'rine as consolidating in 
its tendency, and dangerous in practice. But 
he denied the premises of the gentleman én toto. 
The protective system was not for the general wels 
fare. It was to benefit a very small portion of the 
community, by taxing all the rest for their bent fit. 
It was stated by the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina the other day, that by the census it appeared 
that there were only about 790,000 persons engaged 
in the manufactures of all kinds, while the whole 
number of inhabitants of the United States, 
amounted to something over 17.000 090; and that 
for the bencfit of this small number of seven hun- 
dred and odd thousand persons, the whole pesple of 
the United States were taxed. The genileman 
from Maseachuselts, however, said that this was 
not a fair argoment, because this 17,000,000 was 
composed of men, women, and children, while the 
number engaged in the manufactures was com- 
posed of able bodied men. This Mr. P. con- 
ceded so faras the manufactures were concerned; 
put did not the gentleman recollect that the women 
and children who compose part of this. 17,000,000, 
ware consumers? Who paid the duties om the at~ 
rieles that these women and children consumed? 
Why, their fathers and -he'r husbands, able bodied 
abering men. : 

Re pere met with precedent, and were told 
that the very first actof the Government was for 
the purpose of protecting domestic manufactures, 
He conceded it; but if that act, avos aly for the 
purpsse of protection, seitied the question lhat Go- 
yernment had the power to protect manufactures, 
an abandonment by all subsequent acts of that pe- 
culiar featore would settle the principle that the 
whole system had been abandoned. Did any act 
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passed since, bear on its face the avowal that du- 
ties were to be levied for the purpose of protection? 
Not one; all professed to be for the purpose of re- 
wenue, Why was this principle abandoned if it 
was not fureseen that the Supreme Court, if the 
quésticn had been brought to them, would have de- 
cided that they had no right to tax, one portien of 
the country for the benefit of another—the greater 
portion for the benefit of the lesser? Hence, even 
in the passage of the celebrated act of 1828, in 
which protection was carried to its fullest extent, 
its friends were afraid to come out and avow their 
object, but concealed it under the pretext of raising 
revenue, So particular were the framers of the 
Constitution to protect individual rights, that they 
expressly declared in the Constitution that private 
property should not be taken for public benefit un- 
less just compensation is made. Yet it was pro- 
posed to tax sixteen millions of individuais forty 
per cent. on the articles they consumed, for the sole 
purpose of protecting 700,000! 

So particular were the framers of that instru- 
ment in protecting individual rights against the 
exac‘ions of this Government, thai they expressly 
declared that private property should not be taken 
for pnbiie ase without just compensation therefor. 

Can you imagine, for a moment, that any one 
State would have become a member of this Union, 
if ithad been supposed that you could tax one por- 
tion of them for the benefit of another? No: he 
hazarded nothing in saying that a Union on suck 
terms never could have been formed. The States 
would have seen the consequences of such a com- 
pac’, and that in the course of time some of them 
musi fall victims to this iniquitous policy. Now 
he would ask why it was that this particular 
branch of domestic industry was so peculiarly un- 
der the charge of this Governmen'? Gentlemen 
cal ed it home indusiry, and he knew that there 
Was a peculiar sensiliveness on that subject. But 
he would ask if there was no other home industry 
that was entitied to sympathy and regard, Was 
not entiing down the forest, clearing vp ihe lands, 
the sowisg of the seed and the reaping of the har- 
vest, as much home indastry as the interests that 
called so loudly for provection? But, said Mr. P. 
you tax them: ea every thing they consume, in 
order to benefit a species of industry nota wait 
more meritorious, and which does not contribute 
so largely to the prosperity and happiness of the 
country. Butthe gentleman who last addressed 
the House, (Mr. Hopson,] said that the agricultm- 
ral interest was protected also, But wes this so in 
effec? They had laws, to be sure, taxing the pro- 
ducts of foreign agriculture, but it was idle to sup- 
pose that any protection was thereby afforded to 
the agrienlturist of this country. It would be 
worth whi'e to show the number of souls on every 
square mile in the countries of Europe in which 
agricultural products similar to ours are grown, in 
order to show the utter fallacy of this argument, 
but-he had not been ab'e to get the information. 
To tell bim, however, that the agriculture of this 
country, not yet half filled up, and embracing a 
variety of climate adapted to every growth of the 
soil, was prolected against thet of countries filled 
up with population to overflowing, and ground 
down to the verge of starvation, was only to excite 
h's derision. The agriculturist here was in no 
danger of being injured by competition from these 
countries; it was impossible that ihe agricultural 
interests of a boundless country, with fertility of 
soil unsurpassed, could nred to be protected from 


the competition of those countries which conld not | 


feed their own citizens. Heaith, strength, and the 
protestion of the God of Heaven, was a'l that the 
agriculiurist wanted, and his own sinewy arm 
would produce all the necessarics cf life, and he 
would feel himself degraded to depend on the ag- 
tion of this Government for ihe protectton of his 
industry. 

There was another objection he had to the pro- 
fective sestem. ft was destructive of national 

Z . He wouldillustvate this position by citing 
a familiar example. Suppose a hatin England 
eost four dollars, and that the s 
Uaited States cost five, and tha’, by protection, you 
en upel the American citizen to buy the artic'e at 
go. Ele would ask if capital to the amount of one 


ame article in the | 
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dollar was not sunk by this process. The difference 
did not go into the coffers of the Government; the 
manufacturer did not get it, for it cost him five dol- 
lars to manufacture the article; but the effect was, 
that capital to the amount of one dcllar was sunk. 
He did not desire (Mr. P. said) to consider this 
as a local question. He had presented it as a na- 
tional one; but there was one view of it that he must 
present to the House. Under the present system 
of collecting the revenue, inequalities must exist to 
a certain extent, even under a tariff laid for reve- 
nue alcne; but these inequalities were greatly ex- 
tended by a tariff for protection. Three-fourths of 
the revenues ef the Government were collected in 
one portion of the Union—in Philadelphia, New 
York, Boston, Portsmouth, &c. 


of the country were paid. Now, what was the cost 
of collection? Atleast ten per cent. on the whole 
amount, and this ten per cent. was annually left in 
the places where collected. It never went into the 
other portions of the Union. It was invested in 


lands, houses, merchandise, and other spccies of ` 


properly. {t would be thus perceived that, once in 
every ten years, the entire revenues of the Govern- 
ment were sunk in th? places where collected. 
Thare was no getting over thisfact. He might be 
told that this was an argument against the present 
system of collecting revenue, and be admitted it to 
be so; but so long as a tariff for revenue alone was 
collected, he was willing to submit to these inequali- 
ties, To collect, however, a tariff for protection, with 
these inequalities staring us in the face, would not 
so patiently be borne, There was another inequa- 
lity existing which ought to be regarded as fur- 
nishing a strong argument against the imposi'ion 
of duties for protection. It was the inequalities of 
the disbursements of this Government. Now more 
than two-thirds of our revenues were disbursed in 
the northern section of the Union, operating as a 
continued drain op another section, diminishing its 
strength and parii zing its energies, while at the 
same time it fostered and invigorated the region 
whare they were so bountifuily expended. He 
used this notas an argument against the present 
system of collecting the revente, but against the 
protective system. All of these things considered, 
it was impolitic, iniquitous, and unjust, to lay du- 
ties for such purpuces. It was unjust to one of 
the sections of this Union, and each section had a 
right to claim sheer justice from the hands of this 
Government. 

There was one other subject which he designed 
to present to the consideration of the House. It 
was a question well worthy the consideration of the 
patriot and statesman. It was the effect which im- 
ports had on experts, He was not prepared to say 
what would be all the consequences arising from a 
diminution of our imports, but he was prepared to 
say that if imports were diminished, exports would 
be diminished slso. If the importation was limited 
to fifty millions, could it be expected that more 
than fifty millions would be exported? The effect, 
therefore, that imports had on exports, should oc- 
cupy the attention of every statesman. 


He did not design, when rising, to detain the 
House by delivering a lengthy speech; but he must 
say to gentlemen that this was a grave subject, 
which ought to be approached with great caution; 
and however gentlemen might deprecate allusions 
to a dissolution of the Union, he won'd tell them 
that when the question of slavery should be brought 
up, there was one section of the country that would 
not hesitate as to the course they were to pursue. 
We have, said he, reflected on the consequences 
the gentleman from New York has so insidionsly 
alluded to, and are prepared to meet them. We 
love the Union; and if ever an enemy should in- 
vade the North, the South, as one man. will rally 
to its support. We entertain no hostile feelings 
towards our Northern brethren; we love them, and 
lork back with pride to our Revolutionary history 
ia which they made common cause with the South. 
But whilst we venerate the Union, cur Northern 
breibren mast parden us for saying that we wi] 
not consent to become mere servants to them, to be 
taxed at their will. i 


Mr. P. concluded by expressing the hope that 
gentlemen would reflect on this subject, and re- 


In the Northern ' 
and Eastern cities, three -fifths of the entire revenues - 


} member that if evil should come, the responsibility 
would rest on those who produced it. The conse- 
quences, said he, will fall on them, and not on us, 

Mr. BURKE of New Hampshire rose and said: 
Mr. Speaker: But oa one cceasion, since I kave 
had ihe honor of a seat upon this ficor, have lever 
inflicted upon the House any remarks of mine. 
Nor would I now, if an imperious sense of duty to 
the State I have the honor in part to represent, and 
to the virtuous, intelligent, and independent people 
who sent me here, did not impel me soto do, Not 
addicted to a propensity to talk, nor familiar with 
the habit of public speaking, I have preferred to 
be a silent member, and to leave the business of 
wrangling debate to those who have a taste for it, 
while I was willing to devote my time and my own 
fecble powers to the real business of the country, 
and of the humble and wronged claimant, who is 
daily knocking at your doors for justice. Yes, sir, 
I have preferred to work; to delve in the onerous 
business of your committees, rather than to waste 
the time and the money of the people in debate, 
sometimes worse than useless to the country. And 
I assure you, sir, that I should not now break cver 

etermination vpon which } have so long acte 
ed, if the honor and character of wy adopted State 
bad not been so rudely “and wantoniy assailed by 
the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr Amnotp,] 
who addressed the House on Thursday last. 

Besides, sit, I am aware that my voice, from nae 
tural defect, is too feeble to be heard through this 
vast hall. f£shall, therefore, speak for ihe people, 
as preity much al! others speak; for, sir, no cons 
verts are made bere by talking. But before the 
grand fornm of the people we are all heard; and 
to that forum more particularly do 1 now address 
myself. 

The honorable gentleman from Tennessee, ia 
the course of his remarks, after promising to give 
an account of the natural, moral, and social condi- 
tion et New Hampshire-—which, like all other 
Wh'g promises, failed mest grossly in the perform- 
ance~—spoke this of that State: 

“He did not intend to discuss the question of the tarifat pre- 
sent. He merely wanted to answer the demogogical cant ofthe 
gentleman from New Hampshire. What was New Hampshire, 
that she suould furnish a lever in politics, that must get up here 
and dictate 19 what committee this reference should. be made? 
What was New Hampshire? A most barren and sterile piece 
of earth. He never could think of New Hampshire without 
thinking ef black chilly rocks, of the screeching owl and prowl- 


ing woli. Wassheadvancingin population? He believed not. 
She was the only State in the Union that had taken a retrograde 
movement; ov, at Jeast, she advanced in population Jess than 
aay other State, She wasin favor of free trade! He would 
like to know what New Hampshire hal to trade on? 
{Laughter.] On politics; that was all; it had been her trade for 
years. He was toldthere was one manufacturing town inthe 


State, and that was in the gentieman’s district—he did not know 
but the very residence of the gentieman—and that gave a large 
majority against him.” 


Now, sir, if I did not rise up and defend that 
gallant little State from the foul aspersions cast 
upon her by the gentleman from Tennessee, I 
should no longer deserve her confidence, nor be 
worthy cf a seat upen this floor. That gentle- 
man, with all the assurance which ignorance of 
her condition, "natural, moral, and social,” alone 
could inspire—and ignorance, sir, always begets ase 
surance—inguires, “What is New Hampshire?” 
1 will tell bim, sir, what New Hampshire is—her 
natural, moral, and social condition—-ind I can 
do it in no better way than by contrasting her, in 
all these several aspects, wilh Tennessce, the State 
from which that gentleman has the honor to come. 
New Hampshire is, indeed, throned among the 
hills. She isthe Swi'zerland of America. Her 
mountains point high up among the clouds, where 
eagles iake their flight, and enjoy unrestrained the 
freedom cf the tki She is a jand, sir, 

“Of mountain and of flood 
OF green heath and shaggy wood.” 


Her cloud capt hills, even in midsammer, glisten 
wih the frosts and snows of winter. The terrific 
avalanche springs from their snmmi's, and thunders 
down tasir sides. But, sir, she is also a land of 
erystal streams, of glassy lakes, embosomed 
among her hills—-an? of beautiful valleys and 
meadows, dotted w neat and pretty villages, 
teeming with fertility, the hum of industry, and all 
the evidences of wealth and proserity. She has 


more of those noble temples cf liberty, common 
schools, more village spires pointing to heaven, and 
more of the monuments which mark a bigh and 
advanced state of civilization, than any other State 


‘sg this Union, with perhaps one or two exceptions. 
If theie are any exceptions I am not aware of 
them. And, Mr. Speaker, ifshe is indebted to any 
cause under heaven for her advancement in pros- 
perity, wealth, and civilization, it is to her lofty 
mountains and her beautiful and fertile valleys. 
Her people breathe the mountain air, the air of 
heaven and of liberty; and her rugged surface, not 
barren and sterile, calls for their mental as well as 
physical powers, and makes them what they are—a 
hardy, vigorous, intelligent, and energetic people— 
a people, sir, schooled in industry, morals, and vir- 
tue, lovers of justice and equality, and Democratic 
because they are the lovers of justice. Such is the 
outline of the character of New Hampshire and of 
her people. : 

I will now, sir, descend to particulars, and show 
what New Hampshire is, by contrasting her with 
Tennessee, from which State the gentleman has 
the honor to come. And here I would apologize 
to the colleagues of that gentleman for the notice 
Tam, in defence of my own, obliged to take of 
that State, if the contrast which I shall exhibit 
will cause them pain. 

I begin with the geographical condition of the two 
States. New Hampshire embraces in her territory 
9,491 square miles. Tennessee bas a territory of 
45,600. New Hampshire is billy and mountain. 
ous, and so is Tennessee. New Hampshire is 
well. watered by rivers and numerous smaller 
streams. Such is the character of Tennessee. 
New Hampshire has a population of 284,574, being 
about 30 inhabitants to everv squaremile. Ten- 
nessee has a population of 829,810, being about 18 
to each square mile. The gentleman says New 
Hampshire has advanced but very little in popula- 
tion during the last ten years, if she bas not retro- 
graded. Now, sir, the fact isshown by the late 
census to be, that she has advanced in population 
more rapidly in proportion to her census in 1830 
than a majority of the old States, and even more 
rapidly than the district represented by the gentle- 
man from Tennessee, New Hampshire, ona po- 
pulation of 284,574, havieg increased 14,848, be- 
ing a ration of 5 percent. and tbat gentleman's 
district, on a population of 31,819, haviag in- 
creased oaly 1,380, being a ratio of 4 per cent. So 
much, sir, for the geographical character and po- 
pulation of New Hampshire, 

I will now take the agricultural statistics of the two 
States, as furnished by the late censes. New 
Hampshire has a population, as I before remarked, 
of 284574, The aggregate value of her agricul. 
tural products in the year 1840 was $25,703,000— 
being $90 for each inhabitant. Tennessee contains 
a population of 829,810, black and white, and pro- 
duced in 1840, in the aggregate value, $73,130,000 
of agricultural products—being $88 per head, and 
two dollars less per head than is preduced by the 
people of New Hampshire. From this fact, sir, 
are-we to infer that Tennessee is more barren and 
sterile than New Fxampshire, and that she is a Jand 
of “black chilly rocks,” inhabited by the “screeching 
owl” and the “prowling wolf?” it would seem so from 
the aggregate value of the agricultural prceduciions 
of the two States, compared their respective popu- 
lations. 

I will next ecntract the two States in the amount 
of capitalinvested in four of the most important 
branches of manufactures, and their aanual produc- 
tion, as exhibited by the census of 1840: 


New Hampshire. Value of Manufactures. Capitalinvested. 
Cotton manufactures, $4,142,564 $5,525 200 


Woollen do. 712,784 740,345 
Leather do. 712 151 230,649 
Hardware, cutlery, &c. 124,160 — 


$6,495,194 


$5,744,599 


Tennessee. 
Cotton manufactures, 325,719 463 240 
Woollen do. 14 290 25,600 
Leather do. 359,050 154,540 
Hardware, cutlery, &c. 57,170 = 
$756,229 $643,380 


Thus, sir, it appears that, in the four descrip- 
tions of manufactures mentioned, New Hampshire 
produces, in the aggregate, annually $5,775,599 in 
value, and has invested a capital of $6,495,194; 
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while Tennessee produces only $756,229 in value, 
and has a capita! invested of only $643,380. New 
Hampshire, with a population of but little over 
one-third as large as Tennessee, produces in value 
nine times as much in the four descriptions of ma- 
nufactures I have named as Tennessee. And here, 
in justice to the State of New Hampshire, I would 
remark, that she has more capital invested in the 
manufacture of cotton than any other State in the 
Union, except Massachusetts and Rhode Island. 
And how proudly does she stand in contrast with 
the State of Tennessee, which is in part represented 
by the gentleman who has assailedher! Why, sir, 
the State of Tennessee does not manufacture cotton 


.cloth enough to make each inhabitant a pair of 


shirts a year; nor enough of woollen to give a quar- 
ter of a yard to each of their backs! The genile- 
man asks, ‘“ What has New Hampshire to trade 
upon?” With how much force can I retort the in- 
quiry, ‘“‘ What has Tennessee to trade upon?” I 
have, sir, a little knowledge of the commerce of 
East Tennessee, the pariicular region from which 
the Jearned and enlightened gentleman comes, to 
whose attacks upon the State of New Hampshire I 
am replying. I am told, by a facetious gentleman 
from the West, that, before the general introduc- 
tion of steamboats upon the Mississippi, that no- 
ble stream was navigated by flat-bottom boats, 
laden with the produce of the country, and that a 
boat was always known to come from East Ten- 
nessee, from the fact thatit was laden with dogs 
and hoop-poles. The genileman can answer 
whether or not those two commodities still consti- 
tute the principal articles of commerce in East Ten- 
nessee. 

I will now call the attention of the House to the 
state of education in the two States, which I shall 
exhibit in contrast: 

A TABLE showing the Education Statistics of New 


Hampshire, Tennessee, and Eust Tennessee, as exhibited 
by the Census of 1840. 


er 


; f fi 
N. Ham | Tenn. 


E. Tenn. 
mre el = 
Whole number of white inhabitants: 284,431 | 610,627 | 203,371 
Number of colleges : ei 2 | 8i 5 
Academies and grammar schools. ! 68 152 24 
Primary and common schoo!s © 2,127 983 262 
Whole number of places for edu- | 

cation . 7 i 2185; 1143| 291 
Number of students in colleges 433 | 492 260 
Number of scholars in academies ; 5,799 | 5,533 862 
Number of scholars in common | | 

schools . - | 83,682 | 25,090 | 5,€04 
Total number attending schools of : | 

all kinds . . í . © 89,861 | 31,121 6,926 
The places of instruction average | | 

to the inhabitants one to every . | 130 į 560 699 
The number of scholars in the i | i 

various places of education ave- | } | 

rage, to the inhabitants, about i 

one toevery : i x 3} 204 294 

; Number of scholars educated at i | 

the expense of the State : 83,632 | 6,907} 2,719 
Number of persons over twenty £ 

years of age who cannot read or i 

write . . 927") 58,5311} 25,6282 


“Being 1 in every 307 inhabitants. 

+Reing 1 in every 11 white inhabitants. 

¿Being 1 in every 8 white inhabitants. 

How proud the contrast to every sen of the no- 
ble litle Granite State! Aad I will take this oees- 
sion to remark, on the authority of the late census, 
that no State in the Union has so many places of 
instruction, and so many common schools, in pro- 
portion to her p»pulation, as New Hampshire—a 
State which has been stigmatized as the most be- 
nighted, and as sunk in ignoranee, by the vile and 
dirty defamers of the Federal party and press. 
But L Fave not done with the subject of education. 
I will institute a comparison between the gentle- 
man’s district and my own. 

The district represented by the gentleman from 
Tennessee [Mr. ARNOLD] is composed of the coun- 
ty of Greene, with a popuiation of 16,076; Car- 
ter, 5,372; and Washington, 11,751: being a total 
of 33,199; and contains— 


Universities and colleges - < 2 
Number of students = - - 40 
Academies and grammar schools - - 5 
Number of scholars ` - < 180 
Primary and common sehools -~ - 33 
Number of scholars - - = 636 


Number of scholars at public charge =- 281 


Number of white persons over 20 years of © 
age in each family who carnot read and 
write. + A z - A 


; 4,276 
Being one person in every - tee 


shire, 25,429; being a total of 46,769; and con- 
ains— 

Universities or colleges -~ - a ~ 
Number of students - - a = 
Academies and grammar schools - 13 
Number of scholars - - - $86 
Primary and common schools* = - 325 
Number of scholars - =- » - = 15,387 
Number of scholars at public charge =. 2,538 


Number of white persons over 20 years of 
age in cach family who cannot read and i 
write -~ - - ‘ ~ -60 

Being one person in every - - 778 
Thus it appears that ihe counties of Sullivan and 

Cheshire, iu New Hampshire, containing a popu- 

lation of 46 769, have more than twice as many 

academies, more than five times as many students 
attending them, more than twelve times as many 


ct 
The district of New Hampshire represented. by 

myself [Mr. Burre} is compcsed of the county of - 

Sullivan, with a population of 20,340, and Che- 


commen schools, and more than tweniy-five times- . 


as many echolars attending them, as the district re- 
presented by the gentleman from Tennessee, which 
contains a population of 33,199. In my disirict 
there is but cne person over 26 yeerscf age in 778 
who is unable to read and write, and in that gen- 
tleman’s cistrict there is one in every 8%. The 
town cf Newport, ia which I reside—a small 
township of six miles square in Sullivan county, 
containing a population of 1,958—hes more. tkan- 
half as many common schools as the district re- 
presented by the gentleman from Tennessee, and 
more scholars a'tending them, there being 19 com- 
men schoole in the town, and 650 scto'ars attend- 
ing them. 

But the gentleman cays New Elampshire has no- 
thing to irade upon but her politics. 1 admit, sir 
that she has driven a prosperous irade on polities, 
and, like all honest and faitufel .aerchanis, she has 
gained a high character for poli'ieal morals and ins 
tegrify. Yes, sir, her political fame isco extensive 
with the Union. Svernly and gloriously has she 
stood by her principles in the da:kest hour of trea- 
son, treachery, end delusion. lic has held the glo- 
rious banner of liberty and Demccracy alelt when 
it was stricken down in almost every State, and 
when she was deserted on every side. But, sir, 
she has been the polar star of the North, and again 
hes acted as the pioneer of her galiant sisters, and 
led them to victory and glory. Her bistory is fell 
of stern devotion to patriotism and Dermceracy. 


ay 
oT 


Such, sir, is the political capital on which she has 


to trade. 

But what has Tennessee to trade upon? Ti weuld 
seem, sir, from the view I have presented of her 
internal resonrees, that ignorence comprises the 
largest share ofher stock in trade, and that the disa 
trict immediately represented by the honorable 
gentleman possesses ihe greatest share, in propor- 
tion to its population, ef that commodity, 

But the gentleman professed to give an eeconnt 
of the natural, moral, and sccial staie of New 
Hampshire. Now, cir, I do not doubt that he 
truly represents his district. Andean it be won- 
dered at that he shculd fall into such gross and 
absurd errors in regard to a State co far distant, 
acd of which probably one-fourth of his constitu- 
ents have never reed? And, sir, to show that these 
errors ere not pecaliar to the gentleman alone, but 
are common to Tennessee orators of a certain 
stamp, I must beg leave of the Chair lo permit the 
Clerk to read the aneecoie which I send to the 
table. 

Mr. Buaxe sent up en anecdote to be read by 
the Clerk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

> nony Briuiranr.— They raise some cxceedingly 
brillant orators in Tennessee, Inthe Legislature of that State 
is a Mr. Dew, whether heaven-descended or not ls more than wa 
can tell, Mr. Dew oneday undertook to de‘end Joba Tyler. 


Speaking of the President, he ad-iressed the Speaker as follows: 
Nir, fe is a native of the Old Dominion—the land of Tom 


"There isan error inthe rumber of common schools In Sullia 
van county. There are at least 209 common schools in thag 
county alone, Whereas in this table she is alowed only 97, 


Jefferson, of Madison, of the immortal Washington—the land 
of the Presidents, and the birthplace of the fathers of Vemo- 
crats. Mr. Speaker, when I speak of the father of his coun- 
uy, Ido it with feeling emotions of my soul. Alas! is there 
any gentleman present who does notchill up at the mention of | 
his name, as if he were shivering among the eternal snows of 
South America! But, sir, I cannot dwel! bere, Irepeat that 
John ‘Tyler descended from a pure stock; yes, sir, from the no- 
ple band of Pilgrim Fathers, who landed before my day on the 
Plymouth Rock of old Virginia! And there, Mr. Speaker, that 
old rock rears its proud front as one of the glorious monuments 
of tha Old Dominion! 

“At this stage of the remarks of Mr. Dew,of Maury, the au- 
dience interrupted him with loud outcries, whether of ap- 
plause or condemnation is not stated, although the principal 
words ‘Goit. Dew!’ were particularly audible. The speaker 
proceeded doubtless under the impression that he was achiev- 
ing unprecedented triumph M the oratorical line; but we re- 
gret that our limits do not permit us to entertain our readers 
with the remainder of his brilliant speech. 

“after Mr. Dew had concluded his speech, another gentle- 
man arose, and observed that he would liketo hear a little 
more from the gentleman who had just taken his seat re- 
Jative to the geographical location of ‘Old Plymouth Rock. 

“Mr. Dew replied that the rock is where you nor Ihave 
never been, and that is sufficient; and if not, sir, I repeat that 
it is in the Old Dominion, commonly called the State of Virgi- 
nia!’ [Screams and yells } , 

Now, sir, (said Mr. Burxe,) it appears tha’ the 
-orator whose brilliant effusion has just been read 
took one side of the question in regard to the merits 
of Captain Tyler, and the gentleman from Tennes- 
see the other. I leave the House to deeide 
whether they are both of the same stamp cf orators. 

And, sir, judging from the state of education 
and literature in Tennessee, can it be a matter of 
wonder, that that State should be so far Lebind her 
Democratic sisters in the march of political referm? 
“Why, sir, I have no doubt the gentlemen professes 
to his consiiiuenis that he is Democratic in po.itics, 
and that in voting for him, they still believe they are 
voting for the glorious principles of the old hero of 
the Hermitage. ` 

Tam aware that I have trespassed long upon the 
patience of the House, and I beg its pardon for the 
time I have occupied. I felt called upon to say 
thus much in defence of the little State I have the 
honor in part to represent, which had been so rudely 
and wanton y assailed by the gentleman from Teu- 
nessee. A State, sir, small indeed in territory, but 
second to none in this Union for her comparative 
wealth and enterprise, for her equal Jaws, her free 
institutions, her progress in the mechanic aris and 
in civilization, and for the morality, virtue, inte- 
grity, intelligence, and energy of her hary and 
independent yeomanry. I know, sir, she is reviled 
even by her own recreant sons, vile worthless dirt, 
who breathe her air, and draw their nourishment 
from her bosom, and who turn upon their mother 
and spit their venom at her, because of her un- 
flinching devoticn to her sterling principles. Bat, 
sir, I know them well: they are contemptible, aris- 
tocratic upstaris, few in number, and scorned by 
all. Hergood name is revered and cherished by 
her patriotic sons of all parties, in all places, and 
under all circumstances. Sir, I have done. 

When Mr. Burre bad clo.ed— 

Mr. EASTMAN of New Hampshire obtained 
the floor, and advocated the reference to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 

When the question had first been brought before 
the House, he said, by the motion of his colleague, 
{Mr. Aruearon,} made as an amendmeni to the 
motion of the gentleman frem New Yoik, [Mr. 
Fititmorg,} he (Mr. E ) had not supposed ‘hat the 
debate woul! have continued more than a very 
short time. He viewed itas a question, narrow, 
extremely narrow and circumscrited, and had sup- 
posed that it admitted, at most, of a very limited 
debate. But the debate had branched off. One 
subject after another bad been from day to day in- 
troduced, as the’ debate had progressed, until al- 
most every thing connected with a tariff for reve- 
nue, wiih the general policy cf the Government, 
aod in fact wiih a:most every thing having any 
@nnection with the general affairs cf the nation, 
Yaad been brought under discassion. 

Bat, he repented, the ne pcint at issue was a 
very narrow one. ft was siaply whether this par- 
tie ular portion of the message should be referr: d 
to the C: mmittee on Manufactures or to the Com- 
mitice of Ways and Means. If the object was a 
tarif for revenue, the subj-ct ought undoubtedly 
30 go to the Committee of Ways and Means; but 
if, on the contrary, the object was to impose a 
tariff simply for purposes of protection—uf, when 


duties were laid, they were to be laid simply with | 
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an eye to manufaciures, or the interests connected. 
with them, then ought the subject to.go to the Com- 
mittee on Manufactures. : 

The constitution of the latter committee was ex- 
amined by Mr. E. „Fhe first six of the members 
cemposing, it, he argued, were all of them men 
representing. tariff interests—all of them believing 
in the doctrine of protection—all of them un- 
doubtedly disposed, so fer as they might be able, to 
carry out the principle of protection. It was in 
fact a comitittee constituted with the express view 
and for the express purpose of bringing before the 
Hovse the principle of protection, and thereby 
giving a preponderance to the manufacturing over 
the producing in‘erests. He imputed no improper 
motive to the Speaker in such’an organization; but 
it could not be doubted that, from such a commit- 
tee, a report was ensured which would not only re- 
cognise the principle of protec ion, but would goin 
favor of protecting every branch of manufactures 
that came within their scope, and gentlemen, in 
casiing their votes cn the present question, should 
bear this steafastly io mind. 

What was a tariff? It was but another word 
for a tax. Many men, ii was tree, were deluded 
by the mere term; but it was, as they all knew, a 
tex. As the tarif. on particular articles was in- 
creased, so was the tax, and to that extent the 
burden of the people was increased. Yet gentle- 
men would not contend that taxes should not be 
equal; they could not stand for a moment before 
suchea proposition. And it was in vain for gen- 
temen to underlake to show that in taxing 
one class they were not doing injury to another. 
Mr. E. proceeded to comment on the injurious 
results proceeding from the protective system; 
but denied emphatically that he, or those who 
thought with bim, were in favor of bringing down 
manufactures. Oa the contrary, he gloried in the 
increase of our manufactures; and all that he asked 
was, that equal justice should be done to all. The 
Democratie party throughout the Union, he eon- 
tended, were opposed to protection, while the Fede- 
ral pariy were in favor of it. The Demceracy of 
the North, with few exceptions, were as comp'etely 
anti-lariffas the Democreey of the South; it was 
one of the very lankmarks and principles of the 
Democratic party. 

But we must have revenue, that was certain. 
The expenditures of the year, we were told, would 
be upwards of thirty-two millions of dollars, and 
revenue must be had to meet these expenditures. 

He had the honor to represent a State that was 
partly manufacturing, as weil as the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, and claimed to know some- 
thing in relation to the manufacturing interest, 
What was the cffect on that interest, of the protec- 
tive sys‘em? Raise the tariff and increase the 
prees, and you enab'e the larger establishments to 
break down the smaller ones. The establishments 
at Lowell could command a capital of millions, 
and, under a high tariff, it would be the easiest 
thing ia the world for themto break down the 
smail establishments, and afterwards raise the 
prices of their products at pleasure. The manufac- 
turers on the sma!l streams understood all this well, 
and therefore all they wanted was to be placed on 
a footing of equality with other porticns of the 
community. They know that a high tariff is di- 
rectly opposed to their interests, and in fa- 
vor of the larger establishments. Gentlemen 
need not tell him that a high tariff oge- 
rated in favor ef the working classes. When, 
in consequerce of a high tariff, did manufacturing 
establishments raise the wages of their operatives? 
They pocketed the benefis of the tariff themselves, 
end kept dewn the wages of their working men, 
The poor laborers, for whom they expressed so 
much sympathy, were not only kept down by low 
wages, but they were Gistisetly teld that they must 
vote as thelr employers direct, or they must be 
turned out of employment. 


This principle of protection operated mest inju- 
riously on the country in another way. You ean- 
not intreduce a bill, nor make an appro; riation, 
nor swell the expenditures of the Government, bat 
you wiil find every isriff man veting for it, They 
do not, said Mr. E. teil you the true reascn why 


are unwilling to admit, and that is that as the ex- 
penditures of the Goverrment are increased, fur- 
ther excuses are given for raising the duties. 
Did not gentlemen remember the vote on the 
Distribution bill? Every tariff man in the House 
voted for it, because they wanted to drain the 
T:easury, in order to make another excuse for a 
high tarif. Mr. E next went on to show that a 
protective tariff, so far from benefi'ing commerce, 
as alleged by the gentleman from Tennessee, had 
the contrary effect. He denied tzat any portion of 
the Democratic party were in favor of protection. 
That party were for equal and exact justice to all. 
They were opposed to building up any particular 
interests, or benefiting one portion of the commu- 
nity at the expense of another. He knew that the 
Democracy of the North were as completely anti- 
tariff as the Democracy of the South. It was one 
of the landmarks of the Democratic parlty—one of 
its most cherished principles on which -that party 
stood, tha! the laws should operate equally on all, 
without discriminating in favor of any one par- 
ticular class. 

Mr. F. then went on to reply to the remarks of 
Mr. Arnor in relation to the large expenditures 
of the present Administration, and the assertion 
made by that gentleman, that the Whig party were 
not responsible for them. Did not the two Houses 
of Congress make the appropriations, and had not 
the Whig party a majority in both? 

Mr. ARNOLD said that this was the first time 
he had ever heard that the two Houses ot Congress 
made up the Administration. 

Mr. EASTMAN. Did the present Executive 
refuse to sanction any of the appropriations of the 
Whig party since they have been in power? Did 
he refuse to sanction any of the measures of the 
extra session, except the two fiscalities? Did not 
the gentleman himself vote for them ah? The gen- 
tleman said that this was not a Whig Administra- 
tion, because the Whig majorities of the two 
Houses have not the Executive with them. Now, if 
the gentleman had said that it ought not to be a Whig 
Administration, or indeed a Whig Congress, he 
would have come nearer to the mark. But, he 
would ask, did not the Whig party sanction the 
call of the extra session? Was not that session 
called at the express instance of the great head of 
that party [Mr. Cray?) He granted that if the 
recent elections were taken as the test by which 
this Congiess should be governed, this should not 
be a Whig Administration. Mr. E. then went on 
to review the recent clecticns in the several States 
in which they had been held, and showed that if 
the representatives of those Sates allowed them- 
selves to be inflaenced by the indications of popu- 
jar sentiment in the States they represented, they 
would go with the Democratic party. He would 
not, be said, have alluded to these triumphs of the 
Democratic party, had it not been for the taunts 
they had received from tae Whigs at the extra 
session. ‘The Democratic party had been insult- 
ingly told that nineteen States had decided against 
them, and that they must submit without a mur- 
mur. They had been told by the great head of the 
Whig party in the other end of the Capitol, ihat 
the people had pronounced sentence against them, 
and tbat they were hke the criminal in the cart, 
with the rope round his neck, with the executioner 
waiting io do his office. Waat a commentary cn 
these bravadoes was given by the peuple at the re- 
cent elections! 

Mr. E at this point of his remarks, and without 
concluding, give way to a very prevailing desire 
to acjeurmn. 

And a motion to that effect having been put 
and agreed to, 

Tae House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Wereonu:pay, Deeember 29, 1841. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. presented the peti- 
ion of Reynold Coates, asking indemnification on 
account of exploring expedition; referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr. STURGEON presented a petition of sundry 
citizens of Pennsylvania, praying Congress to 
make as appropriaticn to continue and repair the 


they do s>; but there is a reason behind, that they il works for the improvement of that harbor, at 
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Presque Isle; whicb, since, the appropriation was 
withheld, are going into rapid dilapidation: refer- 
red to. the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented several petitionss, 
from many merchants, manufacturers, mechanics, 
and cthers of the city of Philadelphia, asking for 
an alteration in the Bankrupt Jaw, or its repeal. 
They were laid on the table, the bill on that sub- 
ject being before the Senate. 


Mr. B. observed that the private letters which 
he had received with regard to the subject, spoke 
a very strong language as to the ill effects which 
were anticipated from this measure of the extra 
session. 


Mr. MOREHEAD presented the petition of 
merchants of the city of Louisville, praying for a 
repeal of the Bankruptlaw. He stated that the 
petition came from a class of men whose opinions 
were entitled to the highest respect. This petition 
was understood to have been referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana presented the petition of 


Nancy Mountz, praying a pen:ion; referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 


Mr. WOODBURY presented the petition of 


Mary Chase, praying for a pension; referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. TAPPAN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported back to the Senate, without 
amendment, the bill for the relief of George de 
Passau, with a recommendation that it pass. 
AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION. 

Mr. CLAY, on leave, introduced the three joint 
resolutions, proposing to amend the Consti- 
tation, by the concurrence of the States, in three 
particulars: Ist. To restrict the veto power. Q! 


To take from the Execntive the power to appoint 
the Secretary of the Treasury andthe Treasurer, 
and vest it exclusively in the two houses of Con- 
gress. 3d. To prevent the appointment of mem- 
bers of Congress to civil office, from and during 
the time for which they are elected. 

Mr. CLAY explained that his object was merely 
to have the resolutions read the first and second 
time then, and have them printed. He said that 
his motive of action was the curtailment of Exe- 
cutive power; that the party to which he belonged 
came into power pledged to carry out that princi- 
ple; and whether they were prepared to carry-it 
outor not, so far as he was individually concerned 
he intended to redeem that pledge as far as practi- 


cable. 

The resolutions were then introduced, and had 
their first and second reading, as follows: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United Slates of America in Congress assembled, (two- 
thirds of beth Houses concurring,) That the following article 
be proposed to the Legislatures of the several States as an 
amendment to the Consutution of the United States; which, 
when ratified by three-fourths of the said Legislatures, shall be 
valid ag part of the Constitution: 

No Senator or Representative shall, during the term or frac- 
tion of a terin for which he was eiected, be appointed to any 
civil office under the authority of the United States, 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assentbled, GWO- 
thirds of both Houses coacurring,) That when a bill which 
shall have passed the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States shall be revucned by the President, with his 
objections to his approbation and signature, if, upon its recon- 
sideration, it shail again pass each House bya majority of all 
the members belonging to such House, notwithsiasding the 
President’s objections, it shail become a law; and the requisi 
tion by the existing Constitution of two thirds of each House 
again to pass the biil in such case is hereby annulled. 

Hi any bill shall be presented to the President within a period 
less than tendays (Sundays included) from the termination of 
the session of Congress during which it shall have passed, and 
shall not be returned by him at thatsession, it shall be his duty 
to return it within the three first days of the succeediog session. 
Jf he should not so return it, the bill shall become a law; and 
if he return it with his objections to his approbation and signa- 
ture within the time herein required, the two Houses of Con: 
gress shall proceed to consider it, in like manner as if it had 
been returned during the session at which it had passed. And 
if, upon such reconsideration, it shall again pass each House by 
a majority of ali the members belonging to such Mouse, noi- 
withstanding the President's objections, it shall become a law. 

Resolvedby the Senate and House of Represéntatives of 
the United States of America, in Congress assembled, (WO0 
thirds of both Houses concurring,) That the Secretary, oF other 
head, by whatever denomination he may be called, of the Trea- 
sury of the United States, and the Treasurer of the United 
States, shall be, respectively, annually appointed by a joint vote 
of the Senate and House of Representatives, by ballot or LITE 
woce, as the two Houses may severally resolve. When ap. 
pointed, either of them may be removed by a concurrent vote 
ofthe two Houses, separately given, but neither of them shall 
be removable by the President of the United States. Congress 
may provide by law for the case of a vacancy occurring m 
either of these offices between the periods of the annual ap- 
pointmenta. 
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Mr. C. said the resolutions were simple proposi- 
tions, which he did not believe required commit- 
ment; and unless some Senator wished them com- 
mitted, he would move that they be made the order 
of the day for the 12th of Jaruary, and be printed 
for the use of the Senate; which motions were 
agreed to. : 

Mr. PRESTON, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, reported back to the Senate without 
amendment, the bill to provide for the payment of 
the claims of Georgia, for moneys advanced on ac- 
count of expenses incurred in callmg oul militia in 
cases of emergency, for suppressing Indian hestili- 
ties in Florida and Alabama, and to protect the 
citizens of Georgia from certain aggressions and ra- 
vages of the Creek and Seminole Indians. 

Mt. HENDERSON, agreeably to notice, on 
leave, introduced a, bill supplementary to an act 
entitled “An act for the appointment of commis- 
sioners to adjust the claims to territories of land 
under the 14th article of the treaty of 1830 with the 
Choctaw Indians: referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, 

Mr. ARCHER, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of John H. 
Hall; which was read. : 

On the motion of Mr. SMITH of Indiana, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Claims be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of paying 
Samuel Milroy, a receiver at Provineeville, Indi- 
ana, money withheld from him by the Treasury 
Department. 

The following engrossed bills were taken up, 
read the third time, and passed, viz: 

The bili for the relief of David Waller; and 

The bi] to estab'ish an additional land district in 
the State of Alabama. 

The adverse report of the Committee on C’aims 
on the petition of Joho S. Fiarris, for an increase 
of compensation in taking the sixth census, was ta- 
ken up, read, and concurred in. ? 

PROPOSED BOARD OF EXCHEQUER. 

Mr. PRESTON, agreeably with previous notice 
given last week, aske the attention of the Senate 
to the report of the Secretary the Treasury, giv- 
ing in detail the plan}for th tablishment of cur- 
rency throughout th¢ United States. Mr. P. said 
he called the attention ofthe Senate to the subject, 
not with any expectguon of moving furiher in it. 
A distinguished member of the Senate would move 
its reference toa select committee, where it would 
receive that examination due to the importance of 
the subject. 

Mr. P. expressed his earnest hepe that some- 
thing might be done which might relieve the exist- 
ing distress of the country, and meet with general 
acceptance by the people. He trusted that the dif- 
ference of views which had heretofore prevailed 
might be found susceptibie of compromise, and 
would yield to a sense of the pressure of the pablic 
necessilies. In this plan the Executive bad sub- 
mitted to Congress a plan of finance which de- 
manded its serious consideration.  Withont, at 
ime, expressing any ep the meris of 
that measere, he certainly desired that this, or 
something like it, or something in tae place of it, 
might be agreed upon Auring the present session, 
which should correct the disorders of the currency, 
tand to re-establish the fallen credit of the ceuntry, 
and give repose to the public mind, now so greatly 
and so injuriously agitated. Mr. P. approached 
the consideration of the Exeeutive proposition in 
this spirit, and ardently hoped that the united wis- 
dom of the co-crdinate branches of the Govern- 
ment might be guided to results rally satisfac- 
tory. He did not, as yet, permit himself to de- 
spair cf such a consummaticn. - 

This was not the proper time for entering upon 
any investigation of the financial system propozed 
in the Secretary’s report; but he might be permitted 
to say of it that it was efficient; that it was strong; 
that it was novel in many of its features; and that it 
proposed to re-arrange the entire Treasury Depart- 
ment, ina way which must necestarily lead te the 
most important aad enduring consequences, and in 
regard to which Congress had no preeedents te 
guide its action or deliberations. ‘To Bim it ap- 
peared to be a composite edifice, constructed from 
various materials, and to contain selections from 


cer 
ge 


different projects heretofore presented, and to amal- 
gamate them with other features entirely original. 
In acting upon it the highest exercise of prudence 
and caution was imperiously demanded: it must. 
receive the coolest and most deliberate considera- 
tion, and this he felt very sure it would receive, Mr. 
P. however, must confess that there were ‘cere 
tain portions of the plan which staggered him a 
good deal: and yet he could scarce see how any 
thing better coald be substituted for them, The 
subject was one of great magnitude. His: own 
course as an individual must be of very little conse- 
quence; but he might be permitted to.say, that if 
left to his own choice, he should act on the general 
principle that in matters of finance Government 
should confine itself, as far as practicable, to the 
existing establishments and institutions of. the 
country: he did not think that by the Constitution 
the general subject of the currency had been. so 
absolutely confided to the discretion of Congress 
that it was empowered to create establishments 
wholly new, kut thatit should rather give direction 
to those already in being, so as incidentally to aid the 
currency and promote the general welfare. He 
was anxious on the subject of the State institutions 
which had been created by powers superior to the 
General Government; and he thought that, as a 
subordinate and limited Government, deriving: its 
powers from ‘the States, Congyeis should’ not disre- 
gard the exercise of their power in the erection of 
these independent institutions, but should rather 
aim at so guicisg and directing their operation as 
to promote the general prosperity of the whole 
Confederacy. He still adhered to the opinions he 
had often heretofore expressed in favor of the em- 
ployment of the State banks, and of adapting the 
Federal institutions to them. He did not, how- 
ever, conceive that the present state of the country 


and of public opinion authorized him to insist 
upon his own individual notions and preferences; 
bot that he, with all others, were called toactina 
liberal, enlarged, catholic spitit of compromise; to 
go for the country and for the country alone; to re- 
ject all narrow feelings and party liaisons, and make 
a sacrifice of the whole upon the altar of our 
common country. 

He concluded with moving that the report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury on the subject of an Ex- 
chequer Board, &s. be now taken up for considera- 


tion. 

Mr. TALLMADGE rose, under manifest in- 
disposition, and spoke in a voice so hoarse as with 
difficulty to be understood. He was believed to 
express his hope taat something would be done on 
the general subject of the currency, and that the 
report might be so modified by a commitiee as to 
render in generally acceptable. He trusted that, 
in making a motion fer the disposition of the re- 
port, he should not be suspecied by gentlemen on 
either side of the House of putting himself in ad- 
vance of other geptiemen far more able. Ele hoped 
ithe coure he had ever pursued since be had 
yed tke honor of a seat in that Chamber 
wield hin from any suspicions of this cha- 

He wovld now, thea, move that the report 
committee of nine Senators, 

Chair. 

In niking tois motion, be did not feel it incum- 
bent upon him to offer any remarks upon the 
merits ef tse plan submitted in the report; the state 
of bis health admonished bim to forbear; nor was 
it called for oa a mere motion to refer. As the 
subject was not now Lefore the Senate for its defi- 
nite action, he should reserve what he had to say 
until the committee, should one be appointed, 
should have brought in its report. : 

Mr. BUCHANAN spoke in opposition to the 
fiscal project, [For his remarks, see Appendix.] 

Mr. CALHOUN said that bis object in rising 
was neither to oppose the reference nor to direnss 
the merits of the subject proposed to be referred, 
but simply to avail himself of the oppsrtanity of 
expressing bis opinion, briefly, but explicitly, in re- 
lajon to it He regarded such expression as due 
both to himself and those whom be represented. 

He had read the report with care and attention, 
and with no unfriendly feelines whaiever, and he 

elieved it well merited the compliments bestowed 
on it by the Senator from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Bu. 


Wo 
racter. 
be referred to a sele 
to be aş poimed by the 


cHanan It was an able paper; simple and expli- 
cit in its statements, and calm and moderate ia its 
tone. It bad a still higher and rarer merit; it was 
manly in is admissions. He regarded its admis- 
sions as furnishing the most triumphant vindication 
of the course of the party with which he had acted 
since 1837. 
The first of its admissions is, that a Bank of the 
United States would be unadvisable at this time, 
even if it were free from all constitutional objec- 
tions; and this on the ground that its stock, in the 
present state of things, would not be subscribed by 
jodividuals. In this opinion he entirely concurred. 
It was the ground he assumed during the late ses- 
sion; but he did not concur with the author of the 
report in attributing it tothe cause he did, or in 
regarding the cause as of a temporary character. 
On the contrary, he believed it to be permanent; so 
much so, that he had no fear tnat there would be 
another United States Bank, during the present 
generation atleast. The fact is, that the banking 
system, under its present modification, is running 
down, and is already greatly discredited; but a 
Bank of the United States has not only partaken of 
this general discredit, but was still more depressed 
from causes peculiar to itself, which he need not 
explain. The fact was, that it is, from circum- 
stances necessarily accompanying it, among the least 
responsible of all banks, as experience has proved. 
Amoug these is the fact, that while its stock- 
holders are scattered over our widespread region, 
with many in Europe, its place for busiaess and 
control, as well as its direction, must be local. 
Mow, when we take into consideration how small 
the interest of the direction, as stockholders, must 
be, to the aggregate amount of its capital, and how 
iraperfcet the knowledge of the stockholders, in their 
seattercd situation, must be, both as te the charac- 
ter of these who may constitute the direction, or of 
their management, that there is no adequate hold, 
either from interest or responsibility, to restrict 
them to the faithful discharge of their trust. 
Why, then, skould it be surprising ‘hat their 
powers should be abused; and that, instead of being 
directed to advance the general interest of the con- 
cern, they should be perverted into the means of 
aggrandizing and enriching themselves and their 
friends? Here wes a radical defect, which could 
not be overcome. The soundest and safest banks 
would be found in the end to be thse located in 
the commercial cities, in which both stockholders 
and directors reside together, and where the cha- 
racter and management of the latter are weli known 
to the former, and are held consiantly under strict 
responsibility and supervision by them. 

But there was another still more important ad- 
mission. 
which it proposes, on (he grounds, first, that it is 
no corporation; and next, thatit granted no spe- 
ciai privileges; and, again, that Government would 
part with none of its powers, that is—that it was 


repealable; and what is that but an admission that 


it is a just objection to any fiscal arrangement, 
that itis a corporation, or that it granted special 
privileges, or that it parted with the powers of the 
Government, and was not repealable? And what 
is inat bui an admission that we on this side were 
right in resisting, as we did, the projects proposed 
at the extra session on these very grounds? 

There is stul another and not less important ad- 
missicn. It admits that the opiaica is rapidly 
gaining ground, among the enlightened, that the 


two functions of discount and cireulation are 
incompatible, anc cannot be safely trusted 
to the sams ids, That is true. Their 
usaion is a fatal error, under which this 


country and @ large partof Europe is now se- 
verely suffering. He had in the extra session of 
1837 taken ihe same ground, and then ventured 
the assertion that among the changes which banks 
were destined to undergo, one at least would be the 
separation of the two functions, and that they 
would be divested of that of issue and circulation; 
and he was now happy to see this admission in the 
high quarter from which it comes. There were 
other, and not unimportant admissions, which he, 
for the present, wouid pass in silence. He viewed 
these admissions with far more pleasure than pride. 


It recommends the Exchequer scheme | 


It marks the irresistible progress of truth. What | 
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space ithas passed over in the last four or five 
years! How much it has narrowed the interval 
between the ground on which he, and those with 
whom he acts, now occupy, from that on which 
those from whom this doeument comes, then stood! 
All that we have to do is to stand fast—time and 
reflection would be sure to bring our opponents to 
us. We have trath on our side. 

But he owed it to candor to state that as much 


_ removed as the space is between us, we were 


still widely separated. There were many and de- 
cisive objections to the scheme proposed. -They 
had been strongly and clearly pointed out by the 
Senator from Pennsylvania. He agreed with him, 
that it would be a Government Bank, not only in 
effect, but reality. As far as discounting bills of 
exchange is concerned, it would plainly be so. In 
this important branch of banking, it would clearly 
exercise all the functions of a bank, without 
siretching the powers which it would possess; and 
who does not see that almost the entire operation 
of banking may very. readily assume this most 
dangerous of its forms? He also concurred with 
the Senator that it would, at no long interval, b2- 
come a mere machine for issuing irredeemable pa- 
per. The report itself, among its admissions, 
states that there is an almost irrepressible tendency 
on the part of banks to excess in their operations. 
It is true, but not the less so, that there 
is the same tendency in all paper circu- 
lations; and, if possible, stronger in mest 
of its forms tban that of banks them- 
selves, It is, said Mr. ©. (ho‘ding up a 
small piece of paper of the size and shape of 
a bank note,) a tremendous power to invest any 
man, or body ef men, with the power of convert- 
ing a small and worthless piece of paper like this, 
into money; to make a hundred, or a thousand 
dollars, by writing a few words, and attaching a 
few signatures to it, and send it forth in the com- 
munity as goods, or goldandsilver. It is a higher 
power than that, so long and ardently sought by 
the alchymists—a power higher than ought to be 
conferred on mortal man, without effectual guards 
against abuse, if such indeed can be found. He 
finally concurred with the Senator, that it would 
add greatly to the public debt, to which he had in- 
superable objections. 

Either of these objections ought to be fatal to 
to any scheme, in his opinion. Having stated them, 
he did not deem it necessary to advert to other ob- 
jections at present; but he would take the opportu- 
nity of saying that he, for one, could not agree to 
any plan that would materially change the ground 
on which he heretofore has stood on this subject. 
We on thisside had deliberately, and with high 
and patriotic motives, selected our ground, and he 
felt that he could venture to say for those around 
him, as well as for himself, that we intend to ad- 
here substantially to our position. He had now 
briefly and frankly expressed his views of the re- 
port, and of the scheme it recommended. In giv- 
ing utterance to his opinions, he had been actu- 
ted solely by a desire that there should be no mis- 
take as to his views, on the part of those he re- 
presented, as wellas those with whom he acted 
and without the least unkind feelings towards the 
high quarter from which this paper emanated. 

Mr. RIVES said that the honcrab'e Senator 


| from New York being disqualified by indisposi- 


tion from taking any part in this discussion, he 
felt himself called upon, as in some sort represent- 
ing that honorable gentleman, ss well from per- 
sonal feelings of attachment as from similarity of 
political principles, to say a word or two. That 
gentleman had considered remarks on the report 
at this time as out of place, because the paper was 
to go into the hands of the committee, where its 
shape mighi be materially changed, and the scheme 
thereby freed from objections to which it was now 
liable. He had listened with pleasure to the Se- 
nators from Pennsylvania and South Carolina 
but thought they might have spared themselves the 
remarks in which they had indulged. Mr. R. was 
per-uaded that his honorable friend from New 
York [Mr. TALLMADGE] never could consent to 
recommend any scheme for a Government Bank. He 
was too fully committed against any such measure, 
All the remarks of the gentleman from Pennsylva- 


—— 


nia on that subject were therefore wholly gratui- 
tous, and mighi better have been spared until the 
gentleman ascertained in what shape the measure 
would be presented by the committee for the ac- 
tion of the Senate. . E 

Bat, while up, Mr. R. must be permitted a. word 
or two in reply to the remarks made by both gen- 
tlemen. ‘The gentleman from Pennsylvania had 
denounced the scheme as a great ‘Government 
Bank, mainly becausej the Board was to have the 
power of issuing a circulating paper credit, and 
this wasa banking faculty. But the Senator from 
South Carolina insisted that in the progress of 
modern science it had been discovered that no such 
faculty belonged to the banking system, but, on 
the contrary, was wholly alien from it; and this 
was undoubtedly the true doctrine. The Senator 
had urged it in 1837; yes, but it was then no no- 
velty. “Long before that day, M. Ricardo had 
suggested the general principle, and ever since 
it had been broached by that great man, it had 
been fructifying in the public mind. His general 
principle was this, that the power of issue is & 
power to create, while Ihe power of banking is a 
power to use. The two powers were essentially 
distinct, and in their nature incompatible. 
The same idea had been taken up by 
Torrens, by Samuel Jones Lloyd, „and by 
Mr. Clay, a member of the British Par- 
lament. A committee of the House of Commons 
had last year taken up the whole subject—a com- 
mittee, consisting of such men as the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, Mr. Peel, Mr. Clay, Mr. Ellis 
S. Parnell, and other gentlemen distinguished for 
their knowledge of finance. After a full investiga- 
tion, seven out of nine of that committee had come 
to the conclusion that there must be a complete se- 
paration between the power to issue a circulation 
and the power of banking. Their scheme is, that 
apaper money, redeemable in specie, shall be is- 
sued by public authority; not, however, by execu- 
tive agents, but by commissioners acting under 
parliamentary authority. Sueh was the plan re 
commended ia England, and which was gaining 
to itself more and more favor. The plan had been 
reduced to practice in Prussia, a kingdom which 
now enjoyed the best currency in the world, Un- 
like the gentleman from South Carolina, Mr. R. 
had never been the advocate of a Government pa- 
per. currency, properly so called; i. e. paper which 
rested solely on the credit of Government, and was 
inconvertible into gold and silver, although made 
by law a legal tender. The gentleman from South 
Garolina had some peculiar notions of his own in 
1837 about a convertible paper currency being 
bebind the age. [Mr. Cannoun was understood to 
dissent from the construction given his previous 
views on this subject.] But was such a currency 
as he had described the currency proposed by the 
pili? Far from it. While it was indeed guaran- 
tied by the faith of Government, it was required 
to be convertible at pleasure into gold and silver, 
by which it was meant that the paper issue should 
have a specie basis, dollar for dollar. The gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania thought otherwise; but 
that wasa mere matter of detail, to be regulated 
by the committee. 

In reply to Mr. Buctanan’s remarks on the re- 
fasal of billsof credi: in the convention, Mr. R. 
referred him to the explanatory note of Mr. Madi- 
son, whieh declared that this was not intended to 
probibit Government from issuing notes foritsown 
accommodation, bat was aimed solely at such a 
paper currency as rested simply on the credit of 
Government, and was, at the same time, made a 
legal tender. But on this subject both those gen- 
tlemen had thrown stones just as if they did not 
themselves dwell in glass houses. What were the 
Treasury netes advocated by their party? Whence 
the authority to issue them, if the dcctrine they 
now advocated was correct? The Senator from 
South Carolina was for separating the power of 
issve from the power of discount; but how was he 
going to doit, if he opposed every arrangement 
like that in the bill? He was not in favor of an 
exclusive metallic currency, but for a sound paper 
circulation. He contended that this could not 1s- 
sue from the banks; whence then was it to pro- 
ceed, if not from the authority of Government? 


| 
j 
j 
i 


As to the constitutional argument referred to by 
Mr. B. Mr. R. said he had never concurred in it. 
He kad only contended for incidental aid to the 
currency from the legitimate action of Government 
under the Constitution, and this had been the doc- 
trine of that gentleman’s favorite President. Gen. 
Jackson had recommended it in all his messages. 


But the gentlemen must not content themselves 
with opposing every measure. If they dislike this, 
Jet them propose a substitute. What did they go 
for? Let them show their band. While the country 
was in its present awful condition, were they con- 
tent to fold their hands, do nothing, and, in 
the coldness and abstraction of metaphysical soli- 
tude, ery to the people, You expect too much from 
the Government? Such language had been heard, 
indeed, from a high quarter, but it had been met 
by a signal rebuke not soon to be forgotten. The 
gentlemen’s doctrine was, stand still, do nothing, 
and all will come right. He was against this “do- 
nothing policy;” he abjured it. The true question 
was, What is to be done? It was very easy to see 
what the gentlemen meant when they talked about 
not changing their position. In plain English, this 
meant that they went for the Sab-Treasury, the 
whole Sub-Treasury, and nothing but the Sab- 
Treasury. He asked if the country would take it? 
The answer had come back, in tones of thunder, 
No, we will not. 


Let not gentlemen be deceived by the result of a 
few of the fall elections. On that subject the peo- 
ple were of one mind, and none could turn them. 
Mr. R. agreed that the hope of a National Bank 
‘was out of the question. An extensive corre- 
spondence convinced him that ihe moneyed men of 
the country would not take the stock. He avowed 
his lingering attachment to the State bank system, 
but protested warmly against the idea of the Go- 
‘vernment ever receiving the netes of non-spe- 
cis paying banks. Ifa general concurrence could 
be had in making one more experiment with these 
institutions, he should rejoice; but the day was gone 
by, and by practical statesmen sucha thing was 
not to be thought of. How, then, did we stand? A 
National Bank was out cf the question, the State 

g i4 
the people never would accept; yet something must 
be done for the county. 
best measure, nor the sccond best, be was willing 
to take up with any practicable expedient for the 


banks were not to be thought of, the Sub-Freasury i 


public relief. As to the present bill, it must nader- || 


go many importsnt changes. The proposed board 
must be stripped of the power of dealing ia cx- 
change, and also of using or lending the pubiic 
money for private accommodation or mercantile 
credit. 
from Executive contro} 


and Congrese cert 
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tution, as proposed in 1835 by the Senator fron 
Kentucky, he hod no hope of seeing that or any 
other amendment adopted. Tt was.scercely to be 
expected that eighteen distinct sovereignties could 
be broughi to concur, without which the Constitu- 


tion could not be altered; but the officers of the | 


Treasury might be rendered independent of the 
President. 

Mr. R. earnestly appealed to gentlemen not to 
make up their minds in opposition, until the bill 
should have been modified in commitiee. He re- 
joiced that the Whig party in the Senate were in 
favor of doing somelhing for the country, What 
a striking contrast was presented by gentlemen 


upon the opposite side! Their purpose waste bring | 


-the Presidents nose to the grindstone of the Sub- 
Treasury. Their language to him was, give Us 
that, and we will suppert yau for four years; be- 
yond that, these deponents say not, 


The President did not insist on the bill in its pre- 
sent form. Ele was willing it should be modified. 
He was desirous that the purse and the sword 
should be separated. He anxiously sought to be 
relieved from the control of the Treasury. The 


If he couid noi get the | 


It must also be rendered bona fide exempt || 
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Secretary spoke in the same tone: he felt that the 
plan was not perfect, and that it needed revision. 

Mr. R. concluded by expressing his regret that 
gentlemen should have resolved upon opposition 
before they knew what shape the proposed measure 
would assume. They seemed to bave entrenched 
themselves on the Sub-Treasury, and to have re- 
solved to bring the American pecple to that mea- 
sure. Let the people answer. 

„Mr. MANGUM then obtained the floor, but 
yielded to a motion for adjournment; whereupon, 

The Senate adjourned. f 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, December 29, 1841. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and appreved. 

The new Mace, “with silver clasp’d and with 
silver bound”—the sign and teken of the dignity of 
the House of Representative—appeared, was qua- 
lified, and took its station, {in the room of the Ser- 
geant-atArms.) It is the work of ‘William 
Adams, 185 Church street, New York.” 

Mr. CUSHING suggested the propriety of call- 
ing the committees for reports. 

The SPEAKER said it could only be done by 
general consent. 

Mr. EASTMAN, who was entitled to the floor 
on the unfinished business of yesterday, said he had 
no objection that the House should take any 
course it might think proper. Ifke would not lose 
his right to the floor after the committees bad been 
called, but would have the privilege of finishing 
his remarks, he would cheerfully yield. 

The SPEAKER having given Mr. E. satisfactory 
assurances on this point— 

The floor was yielded, and the Speaker proceed- 


| ed to call for 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr, GIDDINGS, from thé Commitee of Claims, 
reperted the folowing bills, iz: 

A bil for the relief of Lieut. Jona L. Cline, 

A bill for the relief of Francis G. McCauly. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of John Wil- 
kinson, 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Wm. D. Chever. s 

A bill for the relief of George Randall and others. 

A bill for the relief of the Springficld Manufec- 


| turing Company. 


A bill for the relief of John P. Campbell. 
A bill for the relief of Chauncey Caibcun. 
A bill for the relief of the representatives of 


! Johu Barnes; accompanied by a report ia each 
; ease; which bills were severally read the first and 


second time, and commitied to a Commitiee of the 
Whole House to-morrow. 

Also, ‘from the same commiltee, an unfavorable 
report on the case of Wm. Tryon; which report 
was ordered lie on the table. 

Mr. GIDDINGS, from the Committee cf Claims, 
reported the following resojatior: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be authorized to 


| continue in employment their clerk, at the compensation here- 


tofore paid him. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to amend the re- 
solution by inserimg the words “during the session 
of Congress.” 

A brief conversation followed, in which Messrs. 
GIDDINGS, HOPHINS, McKEON, and CAVE 
JOHNSON participated; 

When Mr. GIDDINGS expressed himself wil- 
ling to accept the amendment of the gentleman 
from Tennessee [Mr. Cave Jonnson] as a modifi- 
cation of the resolution, aud proposed that the lat- 
ter should be so modified. 

Mr. HOPKINS submitted to the Speaker that 
the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Grppine:] could 


not so modify the resolution, as it was the report of 


a committee, í 
Mr. GIDDINGS thereupon withdrew his ac- 


| ceptarceof the amendment, and asked the yeas 


and nays on tLe amendment; which were (subss- 
quently, on the renewed request of Mr, Horx:xs) 
ordered. 

And the question on the amendment was then 


taken, and decided in the affirmative—yess 90, 


nays 64. 
So the amendment was agreed to. 
‘And the resolution as amended was adopted. 
On motion of Mr. HOUSTON, it was 


| companied 


— 


Ordered, That. the Committee of Claims be dis- 
charged from the consideration of the petifion | 
John Cain, and that it be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Pensions. = 0 o, e>. 

Mr. COWEN, from the Committee. of Claims, 
made a report upon the case of Pacificus Ord, ac- 
companied by a bill for his relief; which bill was ` 
read the first and second time, and committed to a 
Committee of the Whole House to morrow. | 

Mr. COWEN, from the, Committee of Claims, 
made an adverse report in the case of William A. 
Whitehead; which report was ordered to He upon 
the table. it See: 

Mr. BURKE, from the Committee of Claims, 
made adverse reports on the petitions of Harry 
Richardson and William Vaughn; which reports 
were ordered to lie upon the table. : 

Mr. COWEN, from the Committee of Claims, 
made a report upon the case_ of Joseph Perkine, 
James Perkins, and John G. Perkins, accompanied 
by a bill for their relief; which bill was read the 
first and second time, and committed to a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. HUBARD, it was 

Ordered, That the Committee of Claims be dis- 
charg7d from the consideration of the petition. of 
John Woodward, and that it be referred to the” 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. > 

Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee- on 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of Conrad 
House; a hill for the relief of Sylvester Phelps, and. 
the heirs or legal representatives of Charles Landor, 
deceased; accompanied by a report in each cases 
which bills were read the first and second time, and 
committed to a Committee of the Whole House to- 
morrow. , 

Mr. MORROW, from. the Committee on the 
Publie Lands, reported a bill further to extend the 


-time for issuing military land warrants to the of- 


ficers and scldiers of the Revolutionary ‘army 3 


| which biil was read the first and second time, and. 
| committed to the Committee of the Whole House 


to-morrow. 

Mr. HOWARD, from the Committee on the 
Pablic Lands, reported a bill for the relief of Obed. 
P. Lacy; which bill was read the first and second 
time, and committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House to-morrow. ne 

Mr. GOODE cf Ohio, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, reported a bill directing 
warrants to issue for the bounty land due on account 


| of the services of Major General Duportail, Briga- 
| der Gen. Armand, and Majer De Ja Colombe, ac- 
| companied by a report which bili was read the 


first gnd second time, and committed to a Commit- 


| tee of the Whole House to-morrow. 


Mr, GOODE of Ohio, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary claims, made an adverse report in 


| the case of John Piper; which report was ordered 


to He upon the table. 

Mr. GOODE of Ohio, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, made a report upon the pe 
udon of the heirs of Captain Hawkins Boone, ac- 
by a biil for their relief ; which bill was 
read the first and second lime, and committed 10 
a Committee of the Whole House to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. LINN, power was granted to 
the Committee on Public Expenditures to send for 
persens ard papers. ; 

On motion of Mr. J. Q. ADAMS, it was 

Ordered, That the Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs be discharged from the consideration of the- 


! petition of Ann E. Bronaugh, widow of Jobn W. 


Bronaugh, and that it be referred to the Commiltee 


|! on the Judiciary. 


On motion of Mr. J. @. ADAMS, it was 
Ordered, That the mesiages of the President re- 


i! ferred at the last session to the Committee on Fo- 


reign Relations, and nat reported on by them, be 
referred to the Committee on. Foreign Affairs. 
FRENCH SPOLIATIONS. 

Mr. CUSHING, from the Committee on Fo. 
reign Affairs, made a report upor the petition for 
indemnity fer spoliations piter to 1860, accompa- 
nied by a bill to provide for the satisfaction of 
claims due to certain American citizens for spolia- 
tions committed 02 their commerce prior to the 
31st day of July, 1801; which bill was read the 
first and second time, and committed to the Com- 
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mittee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union. 

On motion of Mr. POPE, the Postmaster Gene- 
yal was requested to furnish the House with a state- 
ment of the amount paid for the use of railroads 
and other public roads in transporting the public 
mails to the different parts and places in the United 
Siates, as directed by law. uP a . 

Mr. MORRIS, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, made a report upon the letter of John 
Flood, accompanied by a bill for his relief; which 
bill was read the first and second time, and com- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole House to- 
morrow. 

Mr. STRATTON, from the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions, made a report upon the petition of 
Peter Sky, an Onondaga Indian, accompanied by 
a bill for his relief; which was read the first and 
second time, and committed toa Committee of the 
Whole House to-morrow. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions, reported bills for the relief 
of Taompson Hutchinson; for the relief of John 
England; for the relief of James Dealty; for the 
relief of Elizabeth Jones and others; accompanied 
by reports in each case: which bills were severally 
read the first and second time, and committed toa 
Committee of the Whole House to-morrow. 

Mr. AYCRIGG, from the Committee on Inva- 
lid Pensions, made a report from the petition of 

. Burnett Bardsall, accompanied by a bill for his re- 
lief; which bill was read the first and second time, 
and committed to a Committee of ihe Whole 
House to-morrow. 

Mr. PENDLETON, in pursuance of notice 
heretofore given, asked leave to introduce a bill 
“To amend the act ofthe 10th day of March, 1838, 
entitled “An act to change the time of holding the 
circuit and district courts of the United States in 
the seventh circuit.” 

The SPEAKER said it was not in order 
now to introduce bills not coming from commit- 
tees. 

Mr. BARNARD inquired of the Speaker whe- 
ther the bill could not be received by general con- 
sent? He (Mr. B.)hopedno objection would be 
made, but that the bill would be received and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Judiciary. 

No objection being made, the bill was received, 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

On leave given, Mr. WARD, of New York, 
presented certain petitions, which were appropri- 
ately referred. 

BANKRUPT LAW. 

Mr. HOPKINS asked leave to introduce a bill, 
of which he had, he said, heretofore given notice, 
to wit, a bill to repeal the law of the last session 
providing for the establishment of a Uniform Sys- 
tem of Bankruptey. 

The SPEAKER said the motion was not now in 

- order; and the bill could only be intreduced at this 
time by general consent. 

Mr. JOHN C. CLARK. What is the bill? 

The purport thereof (asit was understood to be) 
having been explained to him by members near 
him— 

Mr. CLARK rose and objected. 

So the bill was not introduced. 

THE PUBLIC TREASURY. 

Mr. FILLMORE rose and inquired of the 
Speaker whether the committees had been called 
through? 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. FILLMORE. Then, Mr. Speaker, I am 
instructed by the Committee of Ways and Means 
to ask the unanimous consent of the House to go 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union for the purpose of taking up the bill amen- 
datory of the Loan bill. 

In relation to the necessity of this step, I beg 
Jeave to state that I have information from the 
Secretary of the Treasury, communicated this 
morning, that there is, at the present moment, a 
deficiency in the Treasury to the amount (Mr. 
F. was understood to say) of two hundred and 
sixty thousand dollars. That sum must be imme- 
diately provided, or our Government must be dis- 
graced. 
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It is under this strong pressure of necessity that I 
appeal to the House to grant permission now to take 
up and consider the bill. : : 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi objected. 

Mr. EASTMAN also rose and objected, and 
claimed his right to the floor on the unfinished busi- 
ness of yesterday. 

THE BOARD OF EXCHEQUER. 

Mr. STANLY inquired of the Speaker whether 
select committees had been called for reports? 

The SPEAKER. Yes. 

Mr. STANLY desired, he said, to inquire of the 
chairman of the Select Committee on the Currency 

_when a report from that committee might be ex- 
pected. The nation felt a deep interest in the mat- 
ter, and so did the House. 

Mr. CUSHING. I cannot hear the gentleman. 

Mr. STANLY. I inquire how long it will be 
before the Select Committee on the Cerrency will 
be enabled to give us a repori? I say itis a matter 
of deep interest to the nation and to this House. 

Mr. CUSHING. I cannot give the gentleman 
a definite answer; but the House would facilitate 
the action of the committee by the reference of 
the President’s Message, which has not yet been 
done. ([Laughter.] . 

Mr. STANLY said that the committee had the 
“ plan” referred to them, and on that a report 
was expected. “ss 

Here the conversation ended. 3 ie 

REFERENCE OF THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE. 

The House resumed the consideration of thg un- 
finished business of yesterday, being the following 
branch of the resolation heretofore qffered by Mr. 
FILLMORE: i 

Resolved, That so much thereof as Yelates to the 
tariff be referred to the Committee oh Manufac- 
tures. ‘ 

Which resolution Mr. Aruerton had hfretofore 
moved to amend by striking out the wod ““Com- 
mittee on Manufactures,” and insertingfhe words 
“Committee of Ways and Means.” 

Which amendment Mr. Ruerr bad heretofore 
moved to amend by adding thereto the following 
words: 

“With instructions that, should it be in their 
opinion expedient to lay additional duties, they 
shall be so laid as not to discriminate in favor 
of any particular class cf industry in the United 
States.” 

And the pending question being on the amend- 
ment to the amendment— 

Mr. EASTMAN, in continuation from yester- 
day, observed, that when the House adjourned yes- 
terday, he was proceeding to show what this Ad- 
ministration ought to be, if the public sentiment, as 
indicated in the recent elections, was consulted. It 
had been asserted by the gentleman from Tennes- 
see, [Mr. ARNOLD,] that this was not a Whig Ad- 
ministration, and he was demonstrating that it 
ought not to be so, instancing the recent elections 
as proof of the correstness of the assertion. He 
should now go on with the list of States in which 
there had been a revolution in the public mind. It 
would be borne in mind, that he yesterday adverted 
to the changes in New York and Maine. 

Mr. GARRETT DAVIS called the gentleman to 
order, and desired that he migh'-confine his re- 
marks to the question before the House. 

[Several voices were heard crying out, “Ft is too 
late, now’ > 

Mr. SPEAKER observed, that so much latitude 
had been allowed to other gentlemen in the course 
of the debate, ihat it would not be right, at this 
stage of it, to enforce the rules on the gentleman 
from New Hampshire. 

Mr. EASTMAN would assure the gentleman 
from Kentucky that he wouid not touch his State. 
As the Speaker had decided in his favor, he would 
proceed with his remarks, and go back to the State 
of Massachusetts. Even that State had shown in- 
dications of a change, and if it was truly repre- 
sented on that fioor, one gentleman at least of its 
representation would not be here. Vermont, also, 
if truly represented, woald have a Democratic Re- 
presentative here in place of one of the opposite 
party. Then, there was the State of Pennsylvania, 
of whose representation two, if not three, should be 
changed. Maryland, too, needed a change; and he 


would here remark, that there was one gentleman 
from that State, as he had heard, who represented a 
district in which there was a majority of 1300 
against bim, if the last election was to be taken as 
atest. Mr. E. then referred to Ohio and Tennes- 
see, when he was interrupted by 

Mr. ©. H. WILLIAMS, who desired him to 
name the district in which there had been a change 
against the representative. : 

Mr. EASTMAN said he understood that the 
district ‘represented by Mr. Campze.i had given a 
large majority against him. He did not, he said, 
pretend that his information was infallible, and he 
would willingly correct any erroneous statement 
he might make, if pointed out to him. All he de- 
sired was the truth, and with this view would give 
such statements only as he believed, from the infor- 
mation he had received, were correct. Mr. E. then 
referred to the State of New Jersey, which ought to 
nave six Democratic, instead of six Whig mem- 
bers on that floor, if the State was truly repre- 
sented, i 

Mr. AYCRIGG here made an explanation, 
which the Reporter could not hear. 

Mr, E. understood the gentleman. He under- 
stood that the six representatives of New Jersey 
were eleċted by general ticket, and not by districts, 
and asthe majority of the popu'ar vote was with 
the Democratic party at the recent elections for 
members of the State Legislature, the State ought 
rightfully to have six Democratic representatives 
bere. To sum up, then, he could say that of the 
Whig representation on that floor, there were forty 
gentlemen who stood there with majorities against 
them; and taking that foriy from the Whig party, 
and giving it to the Democratic party, the latter 
would then have a majority of thirty votes. He 
granted, therefore, that if this was not a Whig Ad- 
ministration, it ought not to beso. Mr. E. then 
went on to take a view of the Senate, to show that 
the Democratic party ought to have a majority in 
that body for similar reasons. 

The gentleman from “Tennessee [Mr. C. H. 
Wittiams] had told them that it was not the ex- 
tra session that brought about the revolution that 
they had seen in the States where elections had 
been held; and he was willing to admit that it was 
not the only cause, though he was satisfied that it 
had a very important effect on the public mind. 
Before the Whig party had enjoyed their power 
for one short month, they called the extra session, 
without assigning any definite reasons for so do- 
ing. This aroused the suspicions of the people, 
for among the charges made against the last Ad- 
ministration, extravagance of expenditure was the 
one that had the greatest effect, and the people thus 
saw the Whig party, in calling this extra session 
without showing any good cause for it, committing 
the very sin of extravagance that they had with so 
much effect charged upon their political oppo- 
nents. The people knew that different issues had 
been made in different sections of the country to 
suit the particular interects on which it was desired 
to operate, fhe question of Bank or no Bank 
was, therefore, made the issue in one portion of 
the Union; the Tanff was made the issue in ano- 
ther; Abolitionina third; but the charge of ex- 
travagance was made the issue in them all. The 
people were aware of all this; and when this extra 
session was- called, they began to look around 
them, and ask why was this unnecessary expense 
incurred by those who made such loud professions 
of economy? The people had been promised eco- 
nomy, and yet at this extra session appropriatiors 
were made to the amount of five millions of dol- 
lars, which were disapproved of by the people. 

Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS asked Mr. E. to name 
one of the appropriations that has been disap- 
proved of. 

Mr. EASTMAN said he would name one to 
the gentleman. He did not know how it was with 
the people of Tennessee, but he could tell the gen- 
tleman that the appropriation of $25,000 as a gra- 
tuity to Mrs. Harrison was universally condemned 
by the people of his State. Then, said Mr. E. 
there was your Distribution bill to divide a portion 
of the national treasure among the States. The 
people had been told prior to the elections, that 
their taxes should not be increased; and yet in the 
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face of this promise, the Distribution bill was 
passed to create the necessity for increased taxa- 
tion. And, more: at this very extra session, the 
taxes were increased, and particularly on the im- 
portant necessaries of life—tea and coffee. The 
people took this matter in hand, and, if ke was 
correcily informed, this tax on tea and coffee had 
a sensible effect on the results of the recent elec- 
tions; indeed, he had been told that one gentleman 
late a member of this House, and a candidate for 
the gubernatorial chair in his own State, losi his 
election on account of the vote he gave in laying 
that cdious tax. 

Mr. MERIWETHER denied that the defeat of 
Colonel Dawson was caused by his voting for the 
tea and coffee tax; and made an explanation 
of the causes of his defeat, which was not 
heard at the Reporters’ desk. 

Mr. EASTMAN continued. Then there was 
the Bankrupt bill, which had met with equal 
condemnation. Let me, zaid he, tell gentle- 
men that the great body of voters do not look upon 
that bill as the poor man’s bill. They look upon 
it as the rich rogue’s bill; not for the benefit of the 
poor unfortunate debtor, but for the benefit of 
splendid bankrupts who ride in their coaches, fre 
quent watering places, and run up hedvy bills at 
the public houses. The Loan bill, too, was equally 
disapproved of, and the people believed that iis 
tendency was to consolidation, to a national debt 
which the Whigs believed to be a nationai biessing. 
Mr. E. was commenting en the gag-rule and other 
odious measures of the extra session, when 

Mr. GARRET DAVIS again cailed him to 
order fer irrelevancy in debate. He wished the 
gentleman to be confined to the naked question be- 
fore the House, and a strict enforcement of the 
rules. If the Speaker decided against him he would 
appeal to the House. 

The SPEAKER said that it would not be fair to 
confine the gentleman from New Hampshire to the 
naked question before the House, afier so much 
Jatitude of discussion had been allowed to other 
gentlemen who had preceded hin. 

Mr. GARRET DAVIS then appea’ec from the 
decision of the Speaker, and the yeas and nays 
having been called for and ordered, Mr. D. at 
the suggestion of some his friends, withdrew the 
appeal. 

Mr. EASTMAN was aware that he had been 
indulging in a great latitude of debate, and he 
would not have dune so had he not deemed it 
necessary to reply to some gentlemen who had 
set him the example. e wouid go with the 
honorable gentleman from Kentucky in confining 
the debates hereafter strictly to the questions in 
order, but the rule must be enforced at the com- 
mencement, and not partially applied to one mem- 
ber after others had been allowed to take the widest 
range of debate. 

But it was not only the measures of the the ex- 
tra session that had contribuied to the late defeats 
of the Whig party, but the broken promises that 
were made before the elections, You promised, 
said Mr. E. to the farmer that he should get higher 
prices for his produce; to the mechanic was pro- 
mised better times and a more profitable business; 
the merchant was promised a brisk trade and in- 
creased facilities for his business; and to the ma- 
nufacturer was promised a high tariff. To all 
glasses promises were made of better times and 
abundance of money. Why, there was to bea 
perfect commercial millesiam, iffthe Whig party 
was to be believed. How had these promises been 
kept? Ask the farmer what he was now getting 
for his pork, his corn, and his beef. During the 
administration of Mr. Van Buren, the farmer was 
getting ten and twelve cents per pound for his pork, 
and now he can get but four. He was then getting 
seven and eight cents per pound for his beef, and 
now he can get no more than three. The same 
reduction could be traced in all other branches of 
business. Then there were the poor laborers, for 
whom so much sympathy was professed. They 
were promised 50 per cent. increase of wages; and 
this promise, like the rest, bad been broken. Ano- 
ther of the Whig promises was, that there should 
bean abuadance of money; but the very first thing 
we heard at the extra session was the passage of a 
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law authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to 
go into the market and borrow twelve millions of 
dollars. The Secretary had gone into the market, 


and had dried up all the sources from which the. 


trading community used to get their supplies, so 
that men who used to get money readily at six per 
cent. could not now get it at twelve. If he was 
eerrecily informed, the <ecretary had taken out of 
the city of Boston alone, four millions of dollars. 

The people of New Hampshire understocd all 
this very well, and knew that the scarcity in the 
money market wasin a considerable degree owing 
io the measures of the present Admisistration. 
There was not only distress in the trading commu- 
nity, but they had jast been informed by the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means that 
Unele Sam himself was broke; that there was a 
deficiency in the Treasury of $260,000, which 
must be immediately supplied, or the Government 
would be disgraced. Indeed, the pockets of many 
of the members attested the truthof the statement 
made by the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means; for it was about a week since any of 
them had received a dollar. Gentlemen need net 
flatter themselves that it was apathy that caused 
their late defeats. ‘The people understood too well 
the arts by which they kad been deluded, and when 
the covering was taken off the Whig party, and it 
stood exposed in all its hideous deformitysethe 
few Democrats who had been deluded and seduced 
into acting with them, broke off and went back to 
their natural friends and allies. He would give 
to gentlemen another cause which contributed to 
their late defeats. "Their great electioneering fand 
had been dried up—exhausted. The Bank was 
broke, and could no longer answer drafts to pay 
Pipe Layers and for the votes of men in buckram, 
by means of which the triumph of the Whig party 
at the Presidential election was swelled out. No, 
it was not apathy that caused the recent revolution; 
and he would tell gentlemen if there were any Fo- 
nest Whigs who staid at home from ihe polls, 
they belonged to the John Tyler party, and would 
never go with the Whigs again. 

Mr. E. in conclusion, made an eloquent reply to 
the attack made by Mr. Arnoxp on the State of 
New Hampshire, ably vindicating his State, and 
showing that in the various pursuiis of industry, 
in education, and in moral and intellectual worta, 
she stood second to no Siate in the Union. If New 
Hampshire, he said, traded in polities, the 
trade had been a judicious and most honorable 
one; for it was owing to her political opinions that 
she was prosperous, free from debt, and unembar- 
rassed, while other States of the Union were bowed 
down under a load of debt and taxation. 

Mr. MERIWETHER said it had been the ear- 
nest desire of the Whigs on this floor, allowing all 
the latitude of a proper debate on this question, to 
have confined the discussion strictly to the resolu- 
tion before them. But this course was not to be 
pursued. The Democracy of this House, who 
constituted par excellence the exclusive friends of 
the dear people of this country, had determined to 
give the debate another direction: they had gene 
into the wide range of political speculation, and 
every subject connected with the country had been 
dragged into this debate, for the purpose of mak- 
ing political capital. In the mean time, and for 
nearly four weeks of the session, the country had 
been the sufferer. The business of the commitiees 
had been suspended by this wicked course of the 
Democracy. This occasion had been taken of 
making violent attacks on the Whig party of this 
Howe, in which some gentlemen had forgotten 
what was due to their political antagonists as 
members of this House. Shafts of slander, deep- 
dyed in the peisoned chalice of mortified ambition, 
had been hurled with all the violence of which 
their possessors were capable, but they had fallen 
short of their aim, and lay at their feet prostrate 
and broken. 

The gentleman from New Hampshire [Mr. 
Eastman] had been pleased to give some severe 
blows against the Whig party; and he (Mr. M.) 
could only regret that the honorable gentleman 
had shown himself so vulnerable in some points, in 
which he had undertaken to give the history of poli- 
ties of this country, and that he did not, before he 
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charged so long a catalogue of crimes -on the ig 
party, go back, and he would have found that 
all those, and more, had been practised” by 
his own party. The gentleman had alluded ‘witha 
sort of triumph to the election in Georgia, which 
he had been pleased to refer to a particular cause 
If the gentleman had any blush of shame he would 
exercise it for his own friends in that State, It was 
a notorious fact in the history of polities in Geor- 
gia, that during the recent canvass the- Democratic 
party made greai promises of the relief they would 
afford if they got into power, and, among others, 
that they would borrow three millions of dollars 
to loan out to the people; and estimating from that, 
each one, when he voted for the Democratic party, 
would get over $36! It was a fact not to be diš- 
guised, that this whole debate had been turned to 
political purposes. The next Presidential election 
was the matter, and to gain that, another profes- 
sion of devotion to the interests of. the South the 
Democracy were now making, for the purpose of 
gaining that support in carrying out their own ob- 
jects. Already hadit commenced. Devotion to 
the interests of the South was professed, and they 
were told that the Democrats of the North, whose: 
interest it was to support their manufactures,‘ had 
laid down all their own interests, and came ‘to the 
South. It was like the cry that he had heard’ at 
the extra session by a Northern gentleman, who 
had welcomed the South to his arms with ‘profes- 
sions of devotion to their interests, and still had 
voted for the repeal of the 21st rule; or, like simi- 
lar professions made by another Northern gentle~ 
man, who bad been the second to offer petitions 
ior the abolition of slavery in the States. This 
was a fair specimen of the devotion of the modern 
Democracy to the interests of the South. He dis- 
trusted the sincerity of the course they were pur- 
suing now, because they had ever been opposed to 
the principles they now advocated, The gentle- 
man from Alabama [Mr. Payne] had yesterday 
spoken furiously abcut resistance; if he was not 
mistaken, the honorable gentleman had stood side 
by side with General Jackson in the policy he 
pursued. 


Mr. PAYNE requested the floor for explanation; 
which being granted, he said that he had. been in 
favor of General Jacksen, and voted for him; he 
sustained bim in ali his measures except the “force 
bili” and his proclamation. These never met his 
approbation; they were at war with his principles 
of State Rights. But yet he was not a reviler.of 
Jackson, nor did he belong to the nullifying party 
of that day. : 


Mr. MERIWETHER. Then it seems the gen- 
tleman supported Jackson in every thing else; and, 
if so, he could not see any good reason why he 
should not support him in all his measures, for 
there were others which were enough to damn 
him in the estimation of any Southern man. He 
wanted gentlemen to understand that, as Southern 
men, he and bisconstituents did not oppose this duty 
of discrimination because it would affect their inte- 
rests; they did not plant themselves on the mere 
pecuniary question; but they took higher ground— 
ihey stood on the Constitution of the couatry, and 
it would notavail for gentlemen to endeavor to 
win them over, by telling them that they would be 
friends, and go with them in discriminating against 
the manufacturing interests of this country. Asa 
Southern man, he repudiated the idea of discrimi- 
nating against any interest of the country, because 
it was in violation of the Constitution itself. It 
was an insult to Southern bonor to be invited 
to rally with those who professed friendship toward 
them for such a purpose. He opposed any 
atiempt to discriminate ia this matter, because 1l Was 
unconstitutional to discriminate either for or against 
i manufactures; and it was alike unconstitutional 
to discriminate with reference to any other depart- 
ment of the labor of this country. He laid down 
this proposition to b2 true—that Congress does 
possess the power to lay duties for revenue. For 
the purpose of effecting or perfecting the object of 
revenue itself, it was necessary to discriminate; 
and if discrimination, made in view of revenue 
alone, produced benefit to the manufacturer, the 
| agriculturist; Or those engaged in commerce, he 
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could receive it; it, was constitutional. 
this it was not possible for Congress to go. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Hup- 
80n] had sai} yesterday that, so far from this being 
a contest between Northern capital and Southern 
capital, it was between Southern capital and North- 
ern Jabor. He had shown a great deal of taet in 
his reasoning; but he, Mr. M. thought the House 
would agree with him that, in the case the gentle- 
man had supposed, he waz mistakeri in the pre- 
mises laid down, and, conseqnently, his conclusion 
-waserroneous. He had instanced the character of 
the domestic manufactures of Massachusetts for 
the purpose of showing that a great many of them 
were the result of larbor, and these he had con- 
trasted with the capitalemployed in the production 
of cotton. 

Mr. Hupson explained that his position was, 
that in the large manufacturing establishments of 
cotton and wool, the capital was perhaps about 
equal to the worth cf the annual products; but in 
the other departments of manufactures, the pro- 
ducts were almost entirely those of iabor, and it 
was the aggregate of these that he had compared 
with the Southern capital, : 

Mr. Meriwerner said he had not misun- 
derstood the gentleman from Massachusetts. There 
was in the Southera S:a'es a large quantity of coi- 
ton produced by wothing but labor. The poor man 
who possessed only one korre went to his neighbor 
and rented land; he produced the cotton from the 
rented Jand, and his horse was his cnly capital. A 
large portion of the producers of the South was of 
that elass of individuals. Considering this, then, 
the genileman’s argument fell, because his pre- 
mises were not correct. But in the case where the 
slaves and land were owned by the producer of the 
cotton, the capital did not compare with the espital 
employed in manufactures. One acre of land at 
the North was worth four or five times as much as 
atthe South. The genileman had mistaken the 
facts, and his conclusions were erreaccus. 

The gentleman had reviled the idea that the 
doctrine of domestic protection was an exploded 
doctrine. It never had a being till 1816; it was con- 
summated in 1828; in 1830 it assumed a different 
shape; and the compromise ac! of 1833 exploded 
the bubble, and threw the Government back to its 
original position. Hie thought the gentleman was 
mistaken as to the precedents that he considered ex- 
isting in favor of the protection of domestic menu- 
factures; so far from being precedents in its favor, 
they wee directly cpposed to it. Gentlemen had 
said that Congress possessed the power of laying 
duties for proteciton from two clauses of the Con- 
stitution. One was the clause giving them the 
power to lay and collect duties for the “ general 
welfare ;” and the second, that with respect to 
regulating commerce. Under the first clause it was 
assumed that to protect manufactures was for the 
“general welface,”’ and therefore Congress has the 
power of protection. What was the “general .wel- 
fare?” The gentleman would agree that it. would 
be most unconstitutional to pass a law for the erec- 
tion of Junatic asylums and hospitals under the 
“general welfzre” power. Bat would not this pro. 
mote the general welfare as much asa bill for the 
protection of domestic manufsetures? It would, 
They had no power of laying duties for protection, 
unless they wentto the Consiitution for it, end 
there they found the cbjeels of general welfare no 
other than the seventeen enumerated powers of the 
Constitution, and not one of there looked to pro- 
tection. 

But the power was urged under the elauso of the 
Constitution for the purpose of regulating com- 
merce, Sunpese the Government had been foim- 
ed for no other purpose than to regulate ecm- 
merce, and ihat the Siates should come end say to 
the Geacral Govern 
commerce gives you p 
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ine proicedon of 
manufactu we e ct o and 
call on you, the Fed rim protect 
our domestic maoufactures.? Sup ikte Go- 


vernment did this by excluding ail imporiations, 
would not the very object of Government be de- 
feated? Most assurediy, When the convention as- 
sembled for the purpose of framing the Constitu- 
tion, the power for protecting domestic manufac- 


tures waz asked for, and absolutely refused. The 
domestic manufactures of the country required no 
protection. The gentleman from Pennsylvania 
{Mr. J. R. Incersci,] had told them that the 
domestic manufactures of bis State were superior 
to British manufactures. He (Mr. M.) had no 
doubt cf tbat.. But how was it possible that a su- 
perior article was not capable of competing with 
an inferior article? If we could manufacture in 
this perfection, what did we need protection for? 
Another fact, mentioned by the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, which would of itself be sufficient to 
decide the matter, was, that in 1840 and 1841 a 
greater amount of fabries of domestic manufacture 


‘were exported from the United States than the 


amount of tobacco and rice. Where did they go 
to? He had found by examination that the manu- 
factures went to the British West Indies, South 
America, Africa, Asia, the Mediterranian Sea, and 
even to the markets of Birmingham and Sheffield. 


They paid the duty there, and came in successful. 


competition with the foxeign articles. Why, then, 
protect eur manufactures against foreign labor, 
when they ccuid already compete with it? It was 
the height of folly to tax American citizens for the 
protection of manufactures, when these same ma- 
nufactures were capabie of going into the British 
market in successful competition with their own 
manufactures? It wes wrong in principle and fact, 
and did not evince an American feeling. They 
had been told that England had grown great by her 
manufactures. He admitted this; bat her policy 
was to abandon protection. 


The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Irwin] 


had been pleased to sound the rally to bis Southern 
Whig friends to come up to the support of a pro- 
tective tariff. He had understood him to say that 
the Whigs had thrown their banner to the breeze, 
on which was inscribed the nam: of Harrison, and 
thst they had pledged themselves to the support of 
a diseriminating protective tarif, He would tell 
the genveman that the banner of Harrison was 
flung to the breeze in the Southern States, and on 
that was inscribed “the Compromise Act.” With 
this the South was satisfied; it was all they asked 
for now. If the Southern Whigs should so far for- 
get their country, their duty, and their honar, as to 
rally to the support of a protective tariff, it would 
never be effected from the appeals of one who had 
so recently deserted the Whig party in order to fol- 
low the light ef another sun. 

Mr. M. further replied to argumen!s made by 
ihe gentlemen from Massachusetts [Mr. Hupsow] 
and Pennsylvania, [Mr. Irwin]—lo both which 
genlemen he yielded the floor tor explanation— 
and al some length referred to statistical tables 
showing that the profits derived from the manu- 
facturing business far exceeded the profits arising 
from the production of cotton, or from any other 
braach of industry; dedecing from this fact the ar- 
gument that it was unreasonable and absurd te 
tax the uther interests for the protection of manu- 
factures, which were already ihe most productive 
branch of incustry. Without concluding his re- 
marks, at the reqaest of several members, Mr. Mi. 
then gave way to a motion by— 

Mr. ARNOLD, that the Efouse do now adjourn; 
but the motion was waived for a moment, at the 
request of-— 

Mr. HALL, who cbtained leave to make a re- 
port from the Comu. ittee on Revolutionary Claims; 
(Mr. H. having been momentarily out of his seat 
when that commiliee was called.) 

By general consent, and in pursuance of notice 
heretofore given—— 

Mr. LOWELL asked and obtained leave to in- 
trodece a bill providing for the settlement of the 
claims of the State cf Maine for the services of her 
militia, 

‘Phe bil, havirg been read twise by ils title, was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and 
exdered to be printed. 

On leave given, petitioas and memorials were 
f nied by the foliowing members, and were re- 
erred to the anpropriate committees: 

Mr, BOARDMAN of Connecticut {who pre- 
sented the petition of Thankful T. Beecher, widow 
of a soldier who fell in battle during the Revolu. 
tion, praying for a pension.] 


Mr. SALTONSTALL of Massachusetts. 

Mr. RIDGWAY of Obio. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD of Kentucky. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland. 

Mr. COWEN of Ohio. 

Mr. CROSS of Arkansas. 

On leave given— 

Mr. CUSHING made the following motions: 

That the message of the President of the United 
States of the 9th of March, 1840, concerning ton- 
nage duties on Spanish vessels, be referred to th 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. : 

That the message of the President of the United 
States of the 31st of December, 1839, concerning 
French vesseis from Guiana to the United States, 
be referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

And it was ordered accordingly. 

On leave given—- 

Mr. TILLINGHAST offered the following resos 
lution; which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce in- 
quire. into the expediency of an appropriation of 
not exceeding twelve hundred dollars for repairs 
and necessary expenses in and upon the custom- 
house in Providence, Rhede Island. 

And then the House adjourned. 

IF The following committees were announced 
by the SPEAKER on the 27th instant: 

Commitee on the part of the House to arrange the 
placing of the Statue in ihe Rotunda,.—Messrs. 
GRANGER of New York, J. P. Kesnepy of Mary- 
land, PenpiteTon of Ohio, C. J. Inamrsoty of. 
Pennsylvania, and Mauuory of Virginia. [Messrs. 
Prusron of South Carolina, Kina of Alabama, 
and Cuoate of Massachusetts, are the committee 
on the part of the Senate.] 

Select Committee on the memorial of Wm. Wright. 
Messrs. HarL. of Vermont, Hupson of Massacku- 
setts, Saerrerp of Nerth Carolina, Van BUREN of 
New York, and Waruen of Georgia. 

Memorial ef Captain Henry J. Shreve—Messrs. 
Cross of Arkansas, Grerry of Tennessee, SPRIGG 
of Kentucky, Mitier of Missouri, and Gwin of 
Mississippi. : 


IN SENATE, 
Tuurspay, December 30, 1841. 

Mr. ALLEN presented the following resolutions, 
which, on his motion, were read and laid upon the 
table: 

Resclved, by the General Assembly of the Stale of 
Ohio, That our Senators in Congress he instructed, 
and our Representatives requested, to uze their ex- 
ertions to have the law passed, at as carly a day as 
possible, apportioning the representation in Cone 
gress among the sever?] States, 

Resolved, That the Governor be requested to fore 
ward a copy of the foregoing resolution to each of 
our Senators and Representatives ia Congress, 

RUFUS P. SPALDING, 
Speaker of the Heuss of Represeniatives, 
JS. J. FERAN, 
Speaker of the Senate, 

DECEMBER 21st, 1841. 

Mr. ALLEN said: It is with great pleasure that I 
present this resolution, and I speak, as well on behalf 
of my honorable colleague,az on my own, when Í say, 
that we shall promptiy obey the instruction it eon- 
tains. As yet there has been no select committee 
appointed in this body, charged with the subject of 
apportionment. I should therefore have moved at 
this time for such a committee, and the reference 
of the resolution to it, but upon consultation 
with several Senators, more experienced than 
myself, I learn that it has been the practice 
of the Senate, to delay action on the subject of the 
apportioninent until the House of Representatives 
had acted upon it—the subject having reference 
exclusively to the composition of that body. I may 
remark, I irast, sir, without impropriety, that the 
House have appointed a select committee, and al- 
ready charged it with this subject. T wiil add, that 
the commiitee has, as I am informed, experienced 
some delay of its action, by inaccuracies in the 
printed census laid before it, and which required 
correction. When it shall have before it all 
the materials, the committee will doubtless 
consummate the business with all practica- 
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ble despateh. Tais is particularly desirable 


(as I tock occasion to say some “days ago) to 
many of the Siates, and to none more than to 
Ozio. Her Legislatare commences its session on 
the same day with Congress, Tne sessions usually 
continue, | believe, between eighty and a hundred 
days. If, therefore, the apportionment shail be 
long delayed, an extra session of the Legislature, 
with all is expenses, will be inevitable. The dis- 
tricting of the Siate must be made during the 
coming year, and that before October, as in that 
-month the Congressional election isheld. These 
are considerations which cannot, I hope, be ad- 
dressed without effect to Congress. : 

Mr. WALKER presenied the petition of various 
citizens of Mississippi and Alalama, asking the 
establishment of a post route frou Macon, by the 
way of Brooklyn and Wahalaclr, to Gainsville. 
Mr. W. said this petition was signed by a great 
number of individuals, aud the reasons embodied 
in the petition were conclusive; and he hoped it 
would receive the prompt atiention of the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Reads, to which 
it was referred, . 

Mr. W. also presented the memorial of Dr. 
John W. King, of Covington, Ky. praying various 
amendments to the Constitution of the United 
States, especially in regard to banks and the cur- 
rency; which was referred. to the Committee on 
Finance. Mr. W. said although he did not concur 
in all the views of ‘the memorialist, yet tue memo- 
rial exhibited much reflection, aad many original 
views on several subjects eat interest, and was 
deserving of the atiention of the Senate. 

Mr. EVANS preseatad the petition of John 
Hasey, asking a pension for Revolutionary ser- 
vices: referred to the Coramittee cn Revolution- 
ary Pensicns. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the memorial of a 
number of the citiz:ns of Russelsburg, in the 
county of Waren, State of Fennsylvania, stating 
that the Seneca Indians had been defrauded out of 
their lands by the Cgden land company, by the 
late treaty with those Indians, and praying that Con- 
gress may not make any appropriation to carry 
that treaty into effect, , 

Mr. LINN presented the preamble and resolu- 
tions of the Legislature of Missouri, instructing 
their Senators to oppose any law for the repeal of 
the naturalization laws, and to resist ali means 
designed to cause delay or difficulty in the at- 
tainment of naturalization: erdered, to lie on the 
table. e 

On motion of Mr. STURGEON, it was ordered 
that the petition of Maj. Jno. Brooks, praying 
commutation pay, be taken from the files,and, with 
the additional evidence, be referred to the Commit. 
tee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. MOREBREAD presented the petition of 
Governor Call, praying to be indemnified for large 
expenditures uf money made by him on behalf of 
the United States: referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. M. also presented the petition of Benjamin 
F. Allen, praying that be have the privilege of lo- 
eating lands in jieu of certain other lands: 


a 


referred 
to the Commiuee on Private Lends Claims. 

Oa motion of Mr. M.it was ordered that the 
petition of John Graham be taken from the files of 
the Senate, and referred to the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims. 

On motion of Mr. TAPPAN, the petition of 
John P. Converse and Henry J. Rees was ordered 
to be taken from the files, and referred to the Com- 
mitee on Claims. 

Mc. YOUNG presented the resolutions adop‘ed 
ata public meeting in Coles county, Hlinois, ask- 
ing fer an additional appropriation to extend the 
Cumberland road through that State: referred to 
the Commitice on Roads and Canals. 

Mr, CALHOUN presented the petition of _, 
of South Carolina, teialieg to A pre-emption claim: 
referred to the Commiitze on Public Lands. 

Mr, WOODBURY presented a petition, which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. GRAHAM submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolued, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to inform the Senate what is the present number of 


cadets in the Military Academy at West Point 


` from each State and Territory of the Union, and 


from the District of Columbiz; what regulation, if 
any, exisis inthe War Department respecting the 
appointment cf eadets, so as to apportion them 
among the several States; whether the whole num- 
ber of appointments has at any time exceeded 250; 
and if so, at what time or times; and whether, 
when a vacancy has cecurred in the corps of ea- 
dets from any cause, ʻa successor has been uniform- 
ly appointed ia the same Congressional district 
from which his predecessor had been selected. 

The resolution was laid on the table for the 
present. ; 

_ Me. BARROW submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resclued, That the Secretary of the Navy be di- 
rected to communicate to the Senate a list of the 
names of the midshipmen appointed from the Ist 
day of January, 1837, to the 20th ot December, 
1841, and a slatement showing the places of nati- 
vity of all such midshipmen, and also their places 
of residence at the time of their appointment. 

Mr, KING remarked that the information called 
for would be lsid before them in a printed form, 
in the General Register of the Navy, as was an- 
nually done 

Mr. BARROW was aware of that, but he 
wanted it in a tabular form, giving the information 
atone view. The resolution was adopted. 

Oa motion of Mr. BARROW, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the neeessity of an ap- 
propriation being made by Congres at its present 
session for ihe purpose of constructing a new cus- 
tom-house in ths city of New Orleans. z 

The PRESIDENT of the S: nate ‘aid before that 
body a mescage from the Pre-icent, covering a com- 
munication from the Depsrtment of State, in an- 
swer toa resciaticn of the 27 b instant, asking “if 
any proposition bed been made to or received from 
the British Government since the 4h of March, 
1840, in relation to a mutual right of search,” 
stating that no propssition had been made by either 
Government singe that day. 

On motion of Mr. ALLEN, the message was or- 


| dered to lie on the table and be printed. 


The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Se- 
nate a communication from Blair and Rives, late 
printers to Congress, representing that under the 
act of March 3, 1839, to provide for taking the 
sixth census, the act cf January 14, 1841, and un- 
der orders from the Departmen! of Siate, given in 
pursuance of said acts, they commenced to print, 
and are now printing, 10,000 copies of the Com- 
pendium or Abridgment of the said sixth Census, 
with the Statistics of the United States referred to 
in said acts; that under the act of September 1, 
1841, which directs the Secretary of State to cause 
to be printed 20,000 copies of the Compendium or 
Abridgment of the sixth Census, with the tables cf 
apportionment, the Department of State has direct- 
ed the said 20,000 copies to be prieted by Thomas 
Alien, at the printing office known asthe “ Madi- 
senian cffice,” so that 30,000 copies of the said 
Compendium are now in pre ressia printing; a nem. 
ber greater than is directed by law. Which ecm- 
munication, on motion ef Mr. HENDERSON, 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The following bills were introduced cn leave, 
read the first, and, by special order, the second 
time, and appropriately referred: 

By Mr. KING: A bill for the relief of James 
McCrory: referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims. 

By Mr. McROBERTS: A bill for the relief of 
Hez-kiah Cunningham: referred to the Commiftee 
on the Post Office and Post Reads. 

By Mr. MOREHEAD; A bill for the relief of 
James Simpson’s heirs: referred to the Committee 
on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. GRAHAM, from the Committee on 
Claims, reporied back to the Senate, without amend- 
ment, 

The bill for the relief of George W. Paschal, 


and 
The bill for the relief of Adam D. Stewart. 
Mr. SMITH of Indiana, from the Committee 


on Public Lands, reported back to ihe Senate 
without amendment, enna: 
A bill in relation to donations of. land fo certain 


persons in the State of Arkansas, with an: d- 

ment, which was read, Sg ge ie 
A bill to settle the title to certain tracts of land. 

in the State of Arkansas, witha recommendation 


that it do pass. sk? 

By Mr. HENDERSON: A bill to confirm the 
survey and location of claims to lands inthe State 
of Mississippi, east of Pearl river and south of the 
thirty-first degree of north latitude: referred'to the 
Committee on Public Lands, with a special report; 
which was ordered to be printed. ped 

A bill for the relief of sundry. citizens who 
lost their improvements in consequence of a trea- 
ty between the United S:ates and the Choctaw In- 
dians. f 

Mr. WOODBURY, from the Committee on 
Claims, made an adverse report on the petition of 
Charles Brenan; which was read. ; 

The Senate then proceeded to consider in 
committee cf the whole the bill for the relief of 
Henry Wilson; which, on motion,gwas laid on the 
table. ae 

Also, the bill for the relief of the Selma and 
Tennessee Railroad Company; which, afer having 
beén advocated and explained by Mr. SMITH of 
Indiana, followed by Mr. KING, was ordered: to 
be engrossed. i A wat 

Also, the bill to authorize the Legislature, of 
Louisana to sell the lands heretofore appropriated 
for the use of schools in that Siate; which was or- 
dered to be engrossed ' 

The Senate then proceeded to the unfinished 
business of yestercay, being the motion of Mr. 
Tattmapae to refer the plan of a Fiscal Agent to 
a select committee of nine, to be appointed by the 
Ghair, when— 

Mr. MANGUM of North Carolina, 
obtained the foor yesterday, rose ard address 
Senate in an unusually animated speech. in o 
sition to the project of the Secretary of the: 
sury for an Exchequer Board. -The Reporte res 
grets, however, that, owing to the frequent falli 
of the speaker’s voice, much that he said was\pst 
at the distant seat from which his speech was heard 
and reported. os 

Mr. M. commenced with a promise, very fre} 
quently made in Congress, to occupy but a. short 
time in the remarks he had to offer. lt was not 
his design to go intoanythirg like a regular dissec- 
tion or severe analysis of the tremendous projet 
submitted in the Seerstary’s report; yet, inasmuch 
as very strenvons efforts were making to pre- 
cecupy the public mind in its favor, Mr. M. did 
desire to express his views of the scheme; in pre- 
senting which he desired it to be c’early understood 
that he spoke for no interest, clique, or party, 
either in the Senate or out of it; the opinions he 
should express were his own. He had not only 
abstained from all consuliation or comparison of 
views upon the subject, but had resisted such con- 
suitation when proposed to him; because, looking 
atall the past, he was dispozed to ‘Jet by gones be 
by-gones;” and, regarding the actual state of the 
country and the amount of the public distress, he 
was prepared to meet gentlemen who should pro- 
rose any feasible measure for its relief ina broad 
ani ca‘hotiec spirit, On all this subject of banking 
he held, probably, som: peculiar opinions; he did 
not set much value upon them, nor did he deem 
them of any great consequence te cthers; but such 
as they were, they were his. There was one: res 
flection whieh could not but have occurred to every 
mind. They bad here presented to them a paper 
marked by consummate ability, and. drawn up 
with great laber, the production, as it was said, of 
a gigantic intellect, or, 2s others had ‘expressed 


| themselves, of the first wind in this Republic; and 


gentlemen on all sides of the House had vied with 
each other in bestowing upon it their highest eulo- 
giams. EOR 
Iamatare, however, as he was 19 criticism, he 
was compelled to differ in his jucgmeat on the 
logical qualities of this predection, as_well from 
the astute and ingenious Senator (Mr. BUCHANAN] 


from Pennsylvania, as from the able and learned 


Senator from South Carolina, (Mr. CanHoon,} than 
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. whom no man in this country was better fitted to 
judge on the closeness of any specimen of logic 
submitted to him. It was very remarkable that 
the report passed over, and seemzd studiously to 
avoid, those points of argument connected. with 
the general subject, on which the ablest minds had 
for years done battle; and in the deductions which 


it did make, so far from exhibiting the force and. 


clearness of a logical head, it presented most ob- 
vious defects in logic, the conclusions drawn from 
premises laid down being inconseeutive, abrupt, 
and, in one instance especially, monstrous. There 
was one fact, in reference to the plan suggested in 
the document, which must have strack all who 
witnessed the proceedings of that body. Here 
Was a project, the production of a mighty intellect, 
one of the first minds of the age—a mind familiar 
for twenty years with the public affairs of this 
country, and closely identified with a great and 
glorious, and victor ous political party—and yet, 
wonderful to tel, with all. this acknowledged 
ability, all this experience and knowledge of pub- 
‘lic affairs, and all this careful elaboration of a 
great and all-important subject, when the result of 
its labors was presented to the Senate, not a man 
ad been found woo would rise in his place, and 
-say “I will take it.’ A project was thrown out, 
backed by enough of intelicciual power to force 
almost any principle upon the asrent of other 
minds, and yet there was not found among all the 
members of that body, no, not one, so poor as to 
do it reverence. -And why? The case was plain. 
It was an attempt to unite’ things essentially in- 
compatible—to drink at once, and in the same 
cup, from the mouth and from the sources of the 
Nile. And here he must be suffered to say, that 
the course of the honorable Sendtor, and of those 
who were on this occasion associated with him, 
habitually cherishing, as they did, the most exalt- 
ed respect for the source from whence this docu- 
ment came, was such as entitled them to the respect 
of every candid and upright man. They stood 
manfully by their principles, be they good or bad, 
and were too honest and too wary to step into the 
dead-fall which bad been artfully prepared to catch 
them, : 

To the honcratle Senator from New York (Mr. 
TaLLMapae] he would say that, although he was 
willing to do any thing which could consistently 
be done, to relieve the distresses of the country, 
and wes prepared to receive and consider what- 
ever that Senator and bis committee might propose 
asa substitute for this scheme, yet he greatly 
feared that tLeir efforts to prepare such a measure 
would be wholly unavailing; he feared so. How 
did it happen that nobody could be found to come 
into this new projeci? Was it not, obviously, be- 
cause old principles had been atandoned? What- 
ever motives might have led to the presentation of 
such a seheme, whether it had been conecived 
with a view to secure, or to hold power, it was al- 
together a new conception, and one that scemed 
artfully suited to the feelings of the time. Sach, 
at least, would be the opinion of it entertained in 
one part of the Union. if Mr. M. were to set 
about a dissection of this remarkable production, 
he did not know that it would be worth the metal 
which might be worn away in the operation. No- 
body put the measure forth asa thing to be adopted; 
that seemed not even to be thought of: as it stood, 
it was repudiated on all hands. In endeavoring 
to speak iaverably of it, gentlemen did not speak 
of it, bat of something else—somethiag as yet in 
nubibus—some undefined creation, whose form 
Was as yet a mystery. After a!l ihe long conside- 
ration which had been given to the general sub- 
ject, and their familiarity with all the leading 
points involved, bere, at this late hour, a project 
was presented as occupying an intermediate 
ground, andall men of all parties were called upon 
lo come togetner aad unite in supporting it. 

For a long week Mr. M. had pondered the pro- 
ject, and had endeavored to divest bis mind of 
every feeling but a desire to find the truth. He 
had viewed the proposal, not like the advocate 
who bad writen this report, but like an honest 
man, determined to do his duty. And he was 
compelled to come to the conclusion that even in 
the worst of limes this Government had ever yet 
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seen, never had there been so bold, so reckless a 
push for absolute power, as was now unblashingly 
made in the paper before the Senate. He repeat- 
ed the assertion. Never, never, in the whole his- 
tory of this Government, had there been witnessed 
a push so bold; or one which, if successful, must 
be attended with consequences so vast, and so dis- 
astroes to the liberties of this land. With a Gə- 
vernment possessing a power of patronage which, 
even in the feeblest hands, was of threatening as- 
pect to liberty—a patronage which, spreading it- 
self like a polypus, insinuated its attenuated fibres 
through all the iaterstices of society, and, by its 
tempting power, operating to subdue all that maz- 
liness of principle, that hardy virtue, which cha- 
racterized our fathers—to propose to superadd to 
ibis threatening, this portentous amount of patron- 
age, the entire money power, and this to be ma- 
naged and controlled at will by those hands which 
pull the wires and move the puppets of party—if 
he believed the country was prepared for such a 
measure as this, he should feel a depression of 
mind which nothing could cheer; he should look 
upon his children with tears, and must despair of 
the welfare of his country for centuries to come. 
What a concentration of power did it not a'tempt 
to achieve! Inthe present prostrate and down- 
trodden condition of our State banks—he spoke of 
tbat spurious and multitudinous herd which had 
sprung up under the misrule of a late Administra- 
tion—institutions rotten throughout and tottering 
to their fall—if the Government should at once 
furnish to the people a paper currency which 
should be in sound and general credit, those 
banks would pop, one after another, like guns: 
discharging ina burning ship, from one end of 
the Union to the other. This Government ma- 
chine, fabricatmg a paper like this, was to 
spring up amid the general blight and barrenness 
as “a vivifying and fructifying germ” of public 
prosperity, (he used the language of the elcqueut 
author of the report.) Yes—no doubt; and when 
itshould have germinated and sprouted; when it 
shculd have “put forth its root downward, and 
borne fruit upward,” while the whole Jand round 
about was a barren desert; when it should have 
spread its branches far and wide, and covered the 
whole land with its shade—then—oh, yes— then we 
were to lie down in that “tranquillity and repose ” 
which the writer of this report thought so desirable 
—the repose, the stillness of an inexcrable, mean, 
mercenary despotism. To such a measure Mr. M? 
never could consent; he would not, should not. 
Could any man trace the consequences? What. 
was the amountcf money to be placed under the 
control cf this new institution? It was to issue a 
poper circulation to the amount of fifteen millions. 
Then il was to receive fifteen millions more upon 
deposite. Here was, at once, an amount of thirty 
millions of dollars, enough, of itself, to overflow 
the whole country; and he saw no guards in this 
bill to prevent the amount being extended io a hun- 
dred millions annually by its dealings in exchange. 
Should Congress establish a high tariff, or even 
but a liberal tarif, whose annual inpourings should 
replenish the now empty Treasury with an income 
of twenty-five million dollars, that alone might en- 
able the Government to raise its head over the 


‘dead sea of our prostrate national eredit, and wave 


the wana of its power to the destruction of the pub- 
lic prosperity. But should there be superadded to 
this a new capital of thirty millions, and the power 
to trade upon this to the amount of fwo hundred 
millions more, subsidizing every thing to its own 
support, wherever the wide-spread maehinery of 
this Exchequer should have been extended over the 
land, what chance could possibly remain for the 
existence of public liberty? Place a man of even 
moderate ability, and of thirty-five years of age, in 
the Presidential chair; put in his hands this mighty 
concentration of power, political and fireal, and 
if he dia not ride roughshod over this people for 
the rest of his life, it must be owing to his own vir- 
tue, and not theirs who armed him with such an 
engine of op: ression. 

‘This capital was in a strange condition. Not a 
mail reached it from any quarter of the country 
which did not bring the evidence of real distress, 
of the most appalling suffering. Our proudest ci- 


ties, so far from being exempt from the general 
lof, were the very theatres where calamiiy was 
most severely felt. It would be an interesting in- 
quiry to ask how all this was brought about. Mr. 
M. would not detain the Senate, or weary those 
who understood the entire case as well and better 
than he did, by retracing the course of events 
which had induced a state of things so deplorable. 
Congress had stricken down that institution which, 
until 1836, had exerted so efficient a power in re- 
gulating the currency: when, at once, the bank 
mania had swept over the land, and they came up, 
from the destruction of the old institution, like frogs 
from the waters of the Nite, until the country was 
covered with them. The policy of the State Go. 
vernments, meanwhile, had created an immense 
debt, and the means of payment did not exist; and 
thus the people were reduced from. the condition of 
the brightest and palmiest prosperity to the deep. 
est distress and despondence. The expedient which 
had been resorted to of borrowing foreign capital, 
had produced for a time a factitious prosperity. 
But while the nation was revelling in all that abun- 
dance produced by the influx of borrowed wealth— 
while all was going on gloriously, and a stranger 
would have supposed that the country had atiained 
to the highest pitch of national strength and public 
prosperity, a sudden reverse was experienced. 
The foreign debt was demanded—the means of 
meeting the demand were not to be found. Indi- 
vidual and public distress soon spread in every di- 
rection. The extremity of the pressure gave birth 
tothe revolting idea of repudiation. If, then, to 
the refluent current, which was fast sweeping away 
the means of wealth, we added this hateful doctrine 
of repudiation, and the still more anti-American 
doctrine—and, I may add, ia my judgment the atro- 
cious doctrine—~of the repeal of charters, and the 
destruction of vested rights, and add yet to these 
the tergiversations and treachery, in public, and 
the falsenoods, forgeries, frauds, and all the other 
forms of dishonesty in the walks of private life, 
was it any wonder that men who possessed capital 
should lock up and hoard their resources, and not 
expose them to a mass of population already deeply 
tainted, and more and more imbibing the poison of 
agrarian principles? 

In a state of things like this, or rather upon the 
approximation of this state of things, the American 
people had risen as one man, and thrown off, by a 
burst of indignation, the individual whose mal-ad- 
ministration had, as they believed, brought about 
this unparalleled state of corruption and distress. 
They thought they were about to substitute for his 
reckless misrule their own system of remedi2] mea- 
sures. Every one knew how they bd been 
balked in that expectation. The history of this 
national crisis would be read by our pairiotic chil- 
dren with wonder, ss a page exhibiting the 
Strangest, most unaccountab:e, and most useless 
tergiversation which the whole volume recorded, or 
it would be closed and passed with loathing and re- 
pugnance. The people had been utterly disap- 
pointed. Tne measure proposed by their friends 
in Congress as the only panacea for the public ills 
had been offered, adopted, and vetoed at the extra 
session, And here Mr. M, must be suffered to say, 
that, although voting for that measure, he had al- 
ways felt grext doubt in regard to its immediate 
efficiency. He had had his own misgivings as to 
its effecting at once all that good which its friends 
in their sanguine moments promised themselves, 
and, perhaps thoughtlessly, promised to others. 
He had never been a friend to banks; he had 
never touched a bank by any vote of his until last 
summer. The eniire system was bottemed on such 
principles that it appeared to him to carry its own 
death within itself. The measure which the Whigs 
had proposed, he believed, might indeed mitigate, 
and for a time repress, the evils connected with it. 
It might withstand something of that surge-like 
force with which the mad excesses of the system 
Were sweeping over the country. 

But there still appeared to him to remain one 
great desideratam, which nothing had as yet been 
able to supply, and that was, a principle within the 
system itself which should operate to check exces- 
Sive issues, and to prevent those fearful alterna- 
tions of expansion and contraction which so shook 
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the sysiem of public credit, and spread such fre- 
quent ruin througout the mercantile community. 
if any such remedy had been discovered, Mr. M. 
was acquainted with it, and it certainly had never 
been applied. Whatever might be said of the 
regulating power exerted over the Siate institutions 
by a Bank of the United States—and such an m- 
stitution did exert that power to a certain extent— 
yet still, in proportion to the degree of confidence 
which the public might repose in any of those State 
banks, they were invaziable disposed to push their 
issues to extremes. Mr. M. was no bank agentnor 
bank machinist, and he admited that the tendency 
of a United States Bank, in exerting a regulating 
power, would be to break such of the Siate banks 
as were essentially unsound—an operation which, 
however salutary in theend, could not but be attend, 
ed with a vast amount of private distress in their 
respective vicinilies. The mere displacement of 
capital which was necessarily involved in sub- 
scribing to so great anumber of banks was in it- 
self a great evil, and must necessarily produce 
great, stricture in the money market. Then the 
explosion cf rotten banks which must necessarily 
accompany a reform inthe currency, would be pro- 
ductive of great calamity. On the whole, he be- 
lieved that the community had gone so far in the 
multiplication of banks, and in ail those habits to 
which this gave rise, that it would require a long 
course of years to bring the country back to a 
sound monetary condition. For these extended and 
inveterate evils Government possessed no panacea. 
It might do something by the establishment of a 
well regulated National Bank, but even under the 
effect of sucha measure many evils must still con- 
tinue to exist. Nothing could effeciually redeem 
the nation, nothing could ever restore the palmy 
days of her past prosperity, but patient labor, ge- 
neral habits ef economy, and the retrenchment of 
individual expenditure. 

But now what did we behold? In the distressed 
and prostrate condition of the whole business of 
the country—a cordition rendered still more dis- 
tressing from the deveat of every plan of relief 
we had now a project started, of which he would 
again say that it was the boldest push for abso- 
lute power which the people of this country had 
yet witnessed; and, further, which was the most 
portentous gaise to be found in the history of medern 
times. e Yes, a bribe; the most open and barefaced 
that ever was offered. In many parts of the coun- 
try the people were sleeping on a volcano; their 
condition was in the last degree distressing and 
dar gerous; they were, in fact, almost beggared; and 
when ence a man was mace a beggar, a very 
slight effort was sufficient to render him a slave. 
In their necessity they lifted up their eyes to the 
Government for aid. And what was it now pro- 
posed that the Government should do? Step for- 
ward and offer them a bank, with money facilities 
far greater and far better calculated for the ease- 
ment of their distress and the relicf of their imme- 
diate wants, than any National Bank which their 
best friends had ever devised. 

Mr. M. said that it might be worth while to go 
into a brief comparison between a Bank of the 
United States and the project proposed in the re- 
port before the Senate. A Bank of the United 
States, when first started, naturally displaced a 
large amount of capital; it produced a great mo- 
ney stricture, and then it went on to bank on the 
existing capital is in the hands of the country, 
But this Exchequer Board added by a stroke of the 
pen thirty millions to its capital, and by dealing in 
excha ge was enabled to extend it to ahunded r 


a hundred and fifty millions more; for soch weie. 


and so long had they 


the wants of the ccuntry, and si 2 
ihat its business would 


coatinued and accumulated, 
absorb the whole of that amount. Let the demon 
of speculation once be conjured up and turned 
loose upon its wild schemes ot adventure, and ro 
man could set liusits to its demand. To offer to a 
famishing people a supply like this was, he repeat- 
ed it, the greatest bribe which the history of mo- 
dern times could show, An ambitions President, 
with a term of the: short years yet to run, having 
at his disposal a drilled corps of office-holders, and 
holding under his control a subsidized press, ruling 
over a whole people whose spirit was broken by a 


long pressure of want and calamity, and with the 
means of presenting them with an immediate relief 
in their distress, migut perpetuate his power in 
spite <f all efforts to resist him. 

Tae plan proposed to add so the business capi- 
tal of the country a sudden and vast increase, to 
be effected by a mere stroke of the pen. ‘Fhe im- 
mediate effect would be sudden and aniversal re- 
lief, comparative ease, and apparent affluence; 
but, as had been ably shown by the Senator from 
Pennsylvania, the entire history of the world went 
to show that while this was always the first effect, 
the certain tendency was to depreciation, and the 
final issue in every case had been a general explo- 
sion. 

What a spectacle did the Senate exhibit? When 
the parties it contained were just upon the eve of a 
great contest, while the Whigs were in a position 
in which it was supposed they might dictate terms 
to the President, and while gentlemen on the other 
side seemed to exhibit a disposition more yielding 
to the powers that be, and when many held an ad- 
verse attitude towards each other, who ought to be 
fast friends, there came in this project. It was pre- 
sented, among others, to the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr. Bocuanan;] and what was his 
course? Though strongly disposed to regard any 
thing from the President witha favorable eye, and 
though speaking of him personally in the kindest 
language, he stili expressed the most decided oppo- 
sition to the measure. He couid not go for il; and 
why? Because he held the project dangerous to the 

public liberty. And the honorable Senator appre- 
hended that, should a second Aaron. Burr mount 
the Presidential chair, an engine like this might 
tempt him to perpetuate power in his own band, 
and might render him the most absolute of rulers. 
Certainly the temptation would be great—the bribe 
wes enormous. Thirty millions of capitai spring- 
ing up as an exhalation, as sudden and yet as un- 
substantial; branches spread all over the Union; a 
productive tartff; the Briarean power of the Post 
Office Department, with its eight millions of drafts; 
a universal sysiem of railroads and canals; and all 
this in an agrarian and mercenary age, it did cer- 
tainly present a mass of power difficult to resist, 
and appalling to contemplate. Then, to all this 


must be added the entire power of patronage; the. 


ability to confer the distinetions of place, the more 
substantial profits of office, and allthe weight of 
political honors and confidence. Put it all toge- 
ther, and Mr. M. wouid not trust any mortal man 
with its possession. If even the Father of his Coun- 
try could return from the grave, and would ask for 
such a trust, Mr. M. would not pat it into his 
hands, unless he had first received a revelation 
from Heaven that he would live for ever. 

He considered it as among the worst signs of 
the times, and a fact well calculated to fill the bo- 
som of the patriot with despondency, and to turn 
his eye with doubt upon the future, that this pro- 
ject was looked at in the country simply in its 
money aspect. It was examined and discussed 
solely as a measure calculated to give efficient re- 
lief and ‘o remove men from that gridiron of suf- 
fering on which they were now bound. Certainly 
it was a scheme well pitched to suit the present 
tone of the public mind. It exhibited a shrewd 
acquaintance with the character and present con- 
dition of the American people. The manner in 
which the project was in some places received, and 
that t20 where there was an accumulation both of 
knowledge and of intellectual strength, seemed, in 
this respect, to justify the anticipations of its au- 
thor. Even minds like these could look atit asa 
money measure alcne, and seemed entirely to dis- 
regard the deep and dangerous tendency which lay 
concealed beneath the surface. 

But it was said that the project was to be modi- 
fied. It was to return from the committee in quite 
a different shape. Now, if his honorable friend 
from New York [Mr. Tarumaper] who was at the 
head of that committee, and for whom no man en- 
tertained a more sincere respect, and on whose 
purty and patriotism, moderation and sagacity, no 
man could more implicitly rely, should he be able to 
accomplish such a modification of ihe scheme as 
should strip it of its more dangerous and alarming 
features, Mr. M., would not merely receive the pro- 
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posal with candor, but would-leap to its adoptions. 
His heart would rejoice within him at the thought . 
that such a thing were possible, but he greatly 
feared that it never could be accomplished.: That... 
master-mind which was supposed to have conceived. ` 
and elaborated this production, seemed to him, by 
expressions scattered in various parts of if, to: pres: 
sent to the Senate this alternative, “either take. 
this’or submit to the Sub-Treasury.” If that were - 
the alternative, Mr. M.. would not hesitate fora- 
moment. He would incomparably rather adept 
the Sub-Treasury than this monstrous Juggernaut, 
whose murderous car would make its way over the ` 
necks of a prostrate people, 

In regard to the Sub-Treasury, Mr. M. observed 
that he had first formed his opinion of it while in . 
private life, and he confessed that it then struck 
him that, considered per se, in the language of the 
Court, it wasa measure whose benefits were more - 
enhanced by its friends, and whose. evils were. 
more exaggerated by iis enemies, than truth would 
Asa measure for the restoration-of the 
currency, he considered it wholiy inefficient; but 
his chief objection to it had been on account.of 
that spirit of solitude and isolation which so 
strongly pervaded it, and which he did not deem 
respeciable, and which wentto divorce the Govern: 
ment from the community. As held up in. that 
scheme, the Government resembled the captain of 
some ship which was overtaken in a storm, who, 
instead of sticking to his ship and his passengers, 
took to the life-boat, succeeded in securing himself 
on some rock, unsubmerged in the sea, and left his 
vessel to her fate, to be shattered on the reefs or 
to founder in the waves. To this feature of the 
scheme, Mr. M. had felt the utmost aversion. The 
strenuous opposition which that pian received from 
the Whigs was directed not so mneh against the ., 
plan itself, as it then stood, as against what they. 
apprehended it would grow to be; but even their 
uimost fears never magnified it into such an over» 
shadowing and 2ll-grasping institution as was pre- 
sented in this bill, Prue, indeed, it was of the same 
species; but it had not attained any thing like the 
same size or strength. Ft hid its face modestly be- 
hind a veil, so that its features were but dimly seen; 
but this looked out impudently with, the counte- 
nance of a harlot—it stared the public in the face 
without a blush. aoe 

The certain effect of the adoption of this echeme 
must be to destroy the local banks throughout the 
United States, with the exception of those inthe 
great commercial centres; and there its effect 
would be so powerful and so concentrated, that: 
loeal banks would become extinct, for the. plain 
reason that they would be profiiless. Mr. M.did 
not know that he would weep many. tears ‘over 
them. Sach would be its effect in’ the great com- 
mercial emporium of New York, and such it 
might have been in Charieston—a city which 
might have enjoyed a similar distinction, had it 
not been for the fatal malaria and the yellow fever. 
He feared, however, thal the climate ard the God 
of Heaven had put that forever out cf the ques- 
tion. 

One of the most striking things attending this 
project was, that it should have originated in the 
Virginia school of polities; and that its supporters, 
if it kad any, should be found in that quarter. 
Mr. M. felta deep veneration for the ancient do- 
minion, No man cnieriained a higher respect for 
the principles she inseribed upon her banner in 
198 and 09-—a period in which she bad resisted 
the vices of the age. Her politicians opposed a 
United States Bank, because there was no warrant 
for itin the Coastiiuiion, Her patriots had ever 
been foremost in contending not only for public 
liberty, but private right. And although, in the 
creation of such a corporation, they might restrain 
it, fetter it, manacle it, in any manner they 
pleased, yet sill iis mherent power appeared in 
their eyes so formidable and tremendous that pub- 
Le jiberty couid not live by its side. But here 
there emanated from that ancient dominion a sys- 
tem in which all the banking faculties were fully 
developed; a monster, which might not merely act 
upon and influence the Government, bul was fixed 
upan it as a partand parcel of the Government it- 
Yes, it was a Virginian who could advocate 
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a scheme like this! How Virginia, which had felt 
such dread of a corporation, whose charter it 
could modify as it pleased, could ever go for a pro- 
ject like this, was a thing he could not-understand. 
But if he witnessed a course like this, he certainly 
should cease to take lessons in political integrity 
from the ancient dominion. Nota single banking 
power could be mentioned that was not fully. de- 
veloped in this scheme, Here was the power of 
issue, the power of deposite, and the power of lend- 
ing the public money, the power of discount, ef- 
fected by an evasion. It was true that the kites 
raised under this system would remain less time 
upon the wing, but their flight would be extended 
over a wider circuit. 

The whole plan was, in fact, nothing else but 
the Fiscal Corporation of his fried from Georgia, 
[Mr. Berrten,)] which was last summer left ex- 
posed to the open air, with all the wiads and 
storms of Heaven beating upon it, till at Jast.there 
came a thunderclap which prostraied it in utter in- 
sensibility. But now behold it picked up, recusei- 
tated, set upon its feet, and removed beneath the 
friendly shelter of the Treasury building. Mr. 34. 
could perceive no points of diversity between the 
two. The Fiscal Corporation bill, though it had 
been approved at headquariers, and drawn almost 
by Executive dictation, nevertheless encountered 
the Presidential veto: and, should the present bill 
pass both Houses, he would notrisk his life upon 
it, but he would not mind risking a few yellow 
boys, that this bill also would share the same fate. 
If Congress could not get what the President had 
expressly promised them, what ground had they 
to expect that of which they had received no pro- 
mise? 

The course of gentlemen on the other side Mr. 
M. regarded as most unkind; in determin'ng to 
stand still where they were, and compel the friends 
of this measure to come to them. Would it not 
have been more becoming, if a compromise must 
be effected, that cach cf the parties should yield a 
little ground. It ssemed very maniiest that this 
measure had been framed with the designed objec! 
of securing the support of the honorable Senator 
from Pennsylvania, and of the gentleman from 
South Carolina, since it wes an amalgamation of 
ths original conception of President Jackson, once 
and still so great a favorite with the first gentleman, 
and a scheme of the honcrable Senator from South 
Carolina himself. The two scemed to have been 
nicely dovetailed into each cther. It was very 
true that when Jackson threw ont the intimation of 
such a project the United States Bank was in the 
height of its power. But alhough newer of 
General Jackson was irresistible, not only by the 
general multitude, but by those who s’cod at the 
head of society, the praject met no favor. It was 
repudiated on all hands, and in all quarters; yet 
that very plan was the bas’s of the present measure. 
To this had been superadded the scheme of the Se- 
nator from South Carolina, This latter plan Mr, 
M. had never particulaily examined. As might 
be expected, it was bold and original in its charac- 
ter, and might be feasible. This was substantially 
the same scheme; for, whatever gentlemen might 
say about the diference between the proposed pa- 
per issue of this Exchequer Bank and a Govern- 
ment paper money, to all practical effect there was 
no difference; for this new money would de fecto 
rest on the faith of Government alone, and woud 
be as completely irredesmable as if it were de- 
clared so on its face, When ii was issued in ihe 
proportion of to on 
even the minutest concern of privat 
insinuated iisclf every where, and intermingled it- 
Self with all the relations of society, how could 
it be expecied that the Government should redeex 
i} Was it ever designed cr expected thal it 
should ? 

Mr. M. said that here 
tion professedly Whig, which came 
planted itself upon a measure which derived 
origin in part from the very highest awihoriiy ever 
claimed by General Jackson, and in part from the 
intellectual ingenuity of another searce'y less dise 
guished. . Thus it stood, with one foot on the ene 
side and the other on the other. Under such oir- 
cumstances, he confessed that he had no hope of 
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seeing any thing done for the currency. There re- 
mained a barrier yet in the way. When the ven- 
geauce of Heaven de:cended on the man of their 
choice, all their expectations as a party were at 
ence defeated, and they found in the chief seat of 
power a man who had with them no sympathy. 
Under circumstances like these, what hope could 
be cherished? If, indeed, the same vengeful stroke 
had descended on another head, and by one biow 
the first and the secend choice of the people had 
both fallen, it was possible that some of our Lilli- 
putian politicians, fellows of two anda half inches 
high, who were now endeavcring to throw their 
feeble, attenuated, gossamer threads round about 
the manly limbs and muscles of one who was to 
them as an intellectual giant, might have been 
marching along with high ‘airs of pride and tri- 
umph in the Whig track and under the Whig ban- 
ner. Bui, alas! he lived—Riehard Cœur de Lion 
yet lived, and the Devil was unchained; and Kin 
John, instead of looking to the weliare of the 
State, was basy only in the effort to surround the 
common enemy with barriers and pal'sadoes. Yes, 
he lived, and his cold shadow was thrown aeross 
these Lilliputian herces, and they shrank and 
shivered in (ha chilling shade. Though we had a 
Tiber and a Goose creek, we had no Tarpeian 
rock; but had he thrown himself, Curtius like, into 
the galf, and nobly perished for the salvation of 
his country, there might have been some hope that 
these gentry would have conducted the Govern- 
ment on the principles which the people had sanc- 
tioned. And who could tel!?—perhaps there might 
be a hope yet. [A laugh.} 

When the Government treasure was entrusied to 
existing corporations, there wes something of a mu- 
tal liability between them; but here, ia this bill, 
we found an immense machinery, flocding the 
country with million upon million, ard no power 
anywhere but in the will of the sovereign to centrol 
it In a free Government, Mr. M. would never 
consent to trust sucha power anywhere. While 
private claims of the clearest avd mosi indubitable 
justice were constantly rejecte} from year to year, 
because the Government cou'd not be sued, would 
they invest with the like prercga ive of unsuahilily 
an institution with all the powers to be enjoyed by 
this Exchequer? For one, be never would consent 
to it, 

He had said that it was not his intention to go 
into an analysis of the bill, yet there were eslly 
one or two thing? in it which had so fereibly struck 
his mind, and which so palpably demonstrated the 
illogical character of the ranch vaunted argument 
in the report, that he could sot bat refer to them. 

The first oceurred in page 2 of the printed repert, 
where it wag asserted that this Exchequer Board 
was no bank, because it did not collect its capital by 
subseription—jast asif that feature were a 
to the existence of a bank. Might nota bank be 
incorpcrated, and endowed with all banking faci- 
lites where this requisite was wholly wanting? 
What were the banks of Alabame? If this reason 
Was a sound one, they were no banks at all, (a state 
of things which ihe people of that Siate might well 
desire to be the case ) [A langh.] This was asp- 
cimen of the incontrovertible logie for whieh ihis 
paper had vghly praised, and pated, too, 
by the Senator from South Carolina, whose search- 
ing eye, any one would have supposed, no insecu- 
tive conclasi 
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ed, 
sessions in the 
ook with a very 
ures, 

led that this was 
it did not discount. 
twisted faila 


the 


priseirle and untrue 
fessedly the Board 
hange; and untrue in 
a bank may exist wikout this 
fas another instance of ihe impreg- 


reason 
ia fact, 


logie of the report, another evidence of that 
igantic intellect whose impress was said to dis- 
tinguish every word and line, 

The third faliacy might be found on pages 5 
and 6, where the Secretary insisted that the bill 
proposed no union of the purse and the word, bes 


| spirit 


ij integrated and divconnec 


|] cause neither the President nor bis Secretary could . 
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touch a dolar in the Treasury without aa appro- 
priation. Why, bad not this always been the case? 
Yet what had been the ground taken by the Whig 
party at the time of the removal of the deposites? 
What had been the outcry on that occasion of this 
Secreiary himself—both masterand man? Although 
every petty Loco Foco paper in the country had 
defended the act on this very gronnd, that General 
Jeckson could rot himself touch a dollar cf the 
public money unless by the appropriation of Con- 
gress, did the Whigs admit that reasoning as valid? 
Did they notstill coutend that that act effected a 
union of the purse and the sword? And was not 
the case the same now? In this fallacy there were 
two untruths involved; nay, three. In the first 
place, the principle was unconstitutional. It was 
said that neither the President nor the Secretary 
could touch a doilar of the public money. But 
this Government had fallen into deeay, and though 
commerce had become quite too mercenary acon- 
cern from the aris‘scracy of the present day, asa 
substitute they turned their attention to banking, 
acd as the revenue was collected at different points 
and had to pass throvgu the hands of subordinate 
functionaries, every whipney-in of a custom house 
might appropriaic the whole amourtto the pur- 
chare cf exchange. The argument entirely over- 
locked the fact that the entire revenue might be 
seized upon without a dollar being appropriated. 
If this was an example of the severe, consecutive, 
impregnable logic of the report, he, for one, must 
have more capacity before he could be able to ap- 
preciate it. 

Mr. M. said, in conclusion, that the Bank in this 
bill was ultra, beyond any United States Bank that 
had ever been thought of. When Cæsar, at the 
head of nis victorious legions, broke into the Tem- 
ple of Vesta, and seized the publie treasure, he had 
not in his hands a power so gizantie as that which 
was conferred by this bill, Ft was the long-rought 
philosophers stone; ibe lamp of Aladdin was no 
touch toit, It converied reams of paper into gold, 
merely by puiting it under the press of the Govern- 
ment, 

With all this gigantic scheme, concocted and ela- 
borated by the masier-mind of the age, backed by 
all ihis force of argument, and de‘ended by all 
‘hese illogical eoncissions, he would not say that 
there was a man in this Senate who would not 
take it; but this he wou'd say, there was none here 
who bad nerve enough to say CI eeil take ite? 
“Expede Herculem.” Here might be seen, on a 
narrow strip of land, which separated on one side 
the calm, deep blue sea of Whig principles and 
deetrincs, on whose bosom were upborne the dese 
tines of frecom the hepes of a gazing and ex- 
peetant world, from the raging sea of Democracy, 
whose wild surg: ing and dashing on 
the other, the foot-priat of Herevles—but not the 
whole impress of the foo’; for so narrow was the 
frailand sandy verge, and so nearly did the vwa- 
ters cn the one sid: aj 
threaten to miazle with th 
there was not room fer i ant to tread w 
having a portion of bis foot print obliterated by 
the waves. 

And, finally, nevtto tt 
ons aliempt at the 
seducing infia 
most cffended Bir, M. 
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Eut, said 
attention of ike 9 


functiona G 
shall forbear, and will now renume my seat. 

Mr. BENTON bere moved to Jay the subject 
upon the table for am 
that when the Senste a 
again on Monday next, 

The resolution was inform aily passed over, and 


ent, In order to move 
urn, it adjourn to meet 


the motion put upon the question of adjournment 
to Monday, which was carried in the affirmative. 

Mr. KING moved an Executive gession; which 
was ordered. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON. then gave notice of his 
intention to speak upon the question of reference 
before the vote was taken, 

The Senate then went into Executive session, 
and soon after adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuorspay, DECEMBER 13, 1841. 


The journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

Mr. J. T. MASON presented the petition of 
Mrs, Heileman, widow of the late Colonel 
Julius C. Heileman, of the United States army, 
praying an extension of the act passed in her favor: 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Several other members rising to present peti- 
tions-— 


Mr. W. BUTLER of South Carolina, objected 
to the further reception of petitions unless all 
could have an opportunity to present them, 


The SPEAKER laid before the House acem- 
munication from Blair and Rives, late Printers to 
Congress, representing that under the act of March 
3, 1835, to provide for taking the sixth census, 
the act of Jznuary 14, 1841, and under orders 
from the Department of Siate, given in pursuance 
of said acts, they commenced to print, and are 
now printing, 10,000 copies of the Compendium 
or Abridgment of the said sixth ceasus, with the 
Statistics of the United States referred to in said 
acts; that under the act of September 1, 1841, 
which direets the Seeretary of State to cause to be 
printed 20,0800 copieseof the Compendium or 
Abridgment of the sixth cenzus, with the tables of 
apportionment, the Department of State has direct- 
ed the said 20,000 copies to be printed by Tnaomas 
Allen, at the printing office known as the **Madi- 
sonian office,” so that 30,000 copies of the said 


Compendium are now in progress in printing; a` 


number greater than is directed by law. Which 
communication, on motion of Mr. WELLER, was 
referred to the Committee on the Apportionment of 
Representatives. 


Mr. EVERETT was understood to move that 
document No. 23 be referred to the Sgiect Com- 
mittee on the Apportionment of Representatives; 
which was carried. 


On leave given, petitions were presented by tke 
following members, and were appropriately re- 
ferred: 


Mr. ATHERTON, by leave, introduced the pe- 
tition of four hundred and twelve citizens of Cuos 
county, New Hampshire, praying for a repeal of 
the Bankrupt law—because it will be unequal in 
its operation, and have a tendency to encourage 
wild and mischievous speculation, and because it 
assumes to violate solemn contracts, and deprive 
the industrious and prudent portion of our ciuzens 
of a legal right to the earnings of their industry to 
benefit a class uf people composed, to a great ex- 
tent, of the idle and extravagant. 


Mr. ATHERTON said the county of Coos was 
mainly an agriculiural community, and this peti- 
tion, coming from thence, was most respectably as 
well as numerously signed, and by members of 
poth the great political patties. Twenty-four of 
the signers have belg seais in the Legisiature, and 
one of them was, at present, Speaker of the Heuse 
ot Represeatatives of the Sia‘e—two of them had 
held seats on ihis floor, and thirty-eight of the num- 
ber were acting magisirates: referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. YOUNG of New York. 

Mr. HARRIS of Virginia. 

Mr. T. J. CAMPBELL of Tennessee. 


Mr. GOGGIN of Virginia, [who presented the 
memorial of Major General Juvel Lefiwieh of 
Lynchburg, Virginia, a Revolationary soldier, 
asking for an inerease of pension; also, the pe- 
tition of John Mauncheson of Campbell county, 
Virginia, a Revolutionary soldier, for a pension.) 
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Mr. RIDGWAY of Ohio, [who presented the 
petition of John New of Madison county, Ohio, 
Mr. New alleges that he was justly entitled to a 
pension under the act of Congress of 1818; that 
he was not placed onthe pession roil until No- 
vember, 1834, under the provisions of en aet of 
1828. The petiiioner represenis tbat on ac- 
count of his age and isfirmity—he being nearly 
blind, having an eged wife, and in destitnte cir- 
cumstances, except the small pension which he now 
receives—he prays Congress to grant bhim a pen- 
sion from the date of the pension law of 1818 to 
that of 1828. 


Also, the petition of Gardner Herron, who ene 
listed in the United States service on ihe 19ih of 
May, 1812, for five years: and who was discharged 
from the service on the 2i December, 1813, unfit 
to do the duties of a soldier, by reason of a drop- 
sical habit. The petitioner alleges that he con- 
tracted a disease by exposure in the army, which 
disables him from gaining a support for himself 
and family at the present time; he therefore prars 
the United States Congress to grant him an annual 
pension during life. 


Also, a resolution from the General Assembly 
of the State of Ohio, desiring of Cangress early 
action on the subject of apportioning the namber 
to form the representation of the United Siates un- 
der the census of 1840.] 


Several other members rose to present petitions, 

When Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky roze and 
objected to the reception of any more petitions, un. 
less the S:aies were to be regularly called in their 
order for them. He called for the orders of the 
day, being the 

REFERENCE OF THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 


The House resumed the consideration of the-un- 


finished business of yesterday, being the following | 
? D ked 


branch cf the resolution heretofore offered by Mr. 
FILLMORE: £ 


$ 
Resolved, That so much tot as re}ates to the | 


tariff be referred to the 
tures. i 
Which resslution Mr. Arngaton kad heretofore 
moved to amend by striking m the-words “Com- 
mittee on Manufactures,” and insefting the words 
“Committee of Ways and Means.’ 
r + 
Which amendment Mr, Ruury 
moved to amend by adding fhe 


words: if 


Commitiee on’ Manufac- 


had heretofore 
eto the following 


opinion expedient to lay additfonal duties, 


“With instructicns that, iif it be in their | 


any particular class of industry in the United 
States.” 

And the question being on the amendment to the 
amendment— 

Mr. MERIWETHER resumed and enneluded 
his remarks from yesterday, yielding the floor, for 
purposes of explanation, to Mi. W. W. Iawin and 
Mr. PAYNE. 


Mr. Meaiwetser, after concluding his reply to | 
argumentof Mr. Hup- | 
i derived | 
from tbe manufacturing business exceeding the | 
ion Of coitenorany | 
other branch of industry, proceeded to argue at | 


ihe 


ihe siatistic 


the } 


that pertioa of 
son which concerned 


aure pr 


profits derived from ihe proda 


length agaiast the system of a protection, < 
ing that the object of the first Jegislati 
giess parsed in L789 was noi protection, as 
tempted to be established by modern dosni 

From this peint Mr. M. proceeded to reply to th 


r 


extravasance of the Whigs, and vindi 
party from the charges wh 
against it on ihat score. 

[A message was received fr 
Dicxins, esq. Secretary, informin 
the Senate had passed bilis of 


iie, by A. 


Diva 
g tities, 


and asking the concurrence of the House therein: | 


An act to establish an additional land district in 
the Staie of Alabama. 


An act granting a pension to David Waller] 


they | 
; 2 R i 
sha!l be so iaid as not to dizc#minate in favor of 


Es of Virginia, | 


g 
a had been made | 


| encouragement, 


that: 


exist, and the motion by which it was made a dise 


ve astoff Crn- 8 


Mr. WINTHROP addressed the House in favor 
of ihe reference to the Committee on Manufacs: 
tures; and, in the course of his remarks, replied: 
to the arguments of various gentlemen who" had: 
preceded him, to some of whom ‘he yielded:the ’ 
floor for explanations. He said he had been hoping : 
from day to day. that this debate would in’ some 
way be brought te a close, and had repressed ‘ait 
ardent desire to speak on the Subject, to prevent’ 
drotracting the debate. - As there had. been mani- 
fested, however, on the part of the House, a dispo- 
sition to go on without limitation, he did not know 
any particular reason why he should deny himself 
from speaking any longer. He did not intend to 
go into what might be called a full length tariff? 
discussion. His honsrable colleague (Mr. Hun- 
son] liad anticipated him in so many of the points . 
he kad designed to bring up, that he should kave 
considered it unnecessary to speak at all, had it 
not been for the course of remaik which had been 
purszed by the gentleman from Georgia [Mn 
Merrwerser.] He thought that something more 
of importance had been attached to the issue now 
before the House than really belonged to it. Asa 
question of parliamentary, propriety, as the gentle-:. 
man from Kentucky. [Mr. Marsnaut] had said, it 
was undoubtedly of a great deai of importance 
and interest to which of the two commiltees this 
subject should be referred. The House had cone 
templated the idea of a division of labor, and had 
distributed its members in some twenty or thirty 
committees, which were composed with reference 
to as many subjects. Among these was the Com- 
mites on Manufaciures, It was in vain to say 
tbat such a committee ought not to exist; it did 


tinc: committee was made by a Southern man. 
He could not see what subject the committee could 
claim for itself except this. The idea that the 
whele question of a protective tariff was about to 
be disposed of, and forever, as some gentlemen 
seemed to imagine, by the mere setilement of the - 
question whether a few rather equivocal para- 
graphs in the President’s message should be rea 
ferred to the Committee on Manufactures or of 
Ways and Means, was utterly preposterous, 


Gentlemen would find that this subject was not 
so easy of adjustment. The Committee on Manu- 
factures might be abolished, as the gentleman trom 
Virginia (Mr. Samira] had proposed, and this might: 
be followed up by a rule that no petitions on the, 
subject of protection should be received, and siill 
the subject would be agita’ed among the people.” 
The voice of the people was not to be hushed so 
eas:ly, and, sooner or jater, it would make itself’ 
heeded. He had very litle fear but the industry 
of the country was about to receive some degree 
of incidental protection from the mere necessities 
of the case. Who imagined that this Government 
could be carried on the scale now proposed, or in 
any scale except of degradation and bankruptey, 
under the system cof 20 percent. duties? That 
these magnificent projects of reform recently sub- 
mitted from the various D:partments of Govern- 
ment, so truly noble an i national in their character, 
ich had aiready commended themselves to the 
patriotic feelings cf the people of this country— 
who believed that they could be ever commenced on 
the rescurees of our country under the compro- 
mise aei? Where, then, would they obtain revenue? 
From loans and Treasury notes? That was post 


meat, not payment, From the public lands? 
Even if their produets remained in the national 
Treasury, there was sulla deficiency, to. supply 
3 There was 
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MERI- 
weruer] bad said that he did not leok into this 
question ef a proteciive tariff ina pecuniary view, 
but planted himself on the broad ground cf the 
Constitution, and held it to be unconstitutional. 
He (Mr. W.) was going into no deliberate argu- 
menton this question, The very history of the 


Tho gentleman from Georgia [Mr. 
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Constitution of the United States, the circum- 
stances attending its adoption, the debates in the 
convention which framed the Constitution, the acts 
of the first Congress under the Constitution, to say 
nothing about the history of the country from 1789 
to this day, formed a-train of argument so clear, 
close, and impenetrable, that he was unwilling to 
give. sanction to the idea that he cersidered this an 
open question. Yet he would refer the gentleman 
to the opinions of Madison in 1798, not found in a 
President’s message, but a deliberate argument. 
He here read from a letter of Mr. Madison in 
1798, and said, for one, he was willing to rely on 
that paper—to hold up this old Virginia shield 
against the doctrine of the unconsiitutionality of 
protection. 


The gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. Ray- 
NER] had said the other day that these old opinions 
were of very little importance—that we lived un- 
der a new dispensation. By whom, Mr. W. 
asked, was this dispensation ratified, and who were 
its authors? The people, cr the States, or the gen- 
tleman himself? He cailed for some better evi- 
dence of its authenticity, and, until it was furnish- 
ed, the gentleman would pardon bim if he consi- 
dered it totally apochryphal. Reference had been 
made to the former opinions of Judge Story, Mr. 
Webster, and Mr. Lawrence, of Boston, to prove 
the unconstitutionality of protection. If these gen- 
tlemen had exhibited such an inconsistency of 
opinion, if there Northern stars had been seen thus 
crossing the sky, they had had some pretty good 
company in their irregular motions. There were 
some Southern planets who had shot more madly 
from their spheres, and whose orbit even to this day 
defied the utmost powers of political a:tronomieal 
calculation, But he wou'd take issue on the fact. 
There was no evidence that these gentlemen, who 
had since been foremost in advecating the protect- 
ing policy, had ever expressed the principle of ‘ts 
unconstitaiionality. On the contrary, Mr. Web- 
ster, in his reply to Mr. Hayne of South Crrolina, 
referred to that charge, and expressly denied it. 


An aitempt had always bren mace to represent 
this tariff as the great interest of the Northern 
States and of New England, and that they had 
forced the passage of the former tariffacts by what 
was called the insatiate importunity of the manu 
facturers. ‘To disprove the truth of this, he here 
referred to the record of the votes cn the respective 
tariff bills of 1816, 1824, 1828, and 1832, showing 
that not fo: one of those acis had a majurity of the 
New Engiand or the Massachusetis delegation 
voted; but that, from the first tothe last, these acts 
had been passed by the votes of the Middle and 
Western Siates. 


It had been contended that the Western ard 
Middle States found the best market for their grain 
atthe South. He was not going to dispute that 
point; but, admitting, for the sake of argument, 
that this was true, how did it appear that it was 
for the interest of those States to oppese protection? 
To say so wag begging the whole question—was 
taking it for granted that the protection ef ’omes- 
tic manufactures interfered wth the sale cf their 
cotton, and therefore deprived the South cf the 
power of purchasing and paying for the arti 
the Middle States. Tat was a deetrine whieh the 
friends of protection utterly denied. He had been 
astonished to hear the centieman from Georgia 
place so utterly insignificant an estimate on the 
home market of the country. Yi was the only mar- 
ket for the great staple of the South if the speck in 
the horizon came up and involved the couniry ina 
war; and thai it was very extemive he went on to 
show from statistics, by compating it with the mar- 
kets of France and Englaad for Southern cctten. 
And yet the genticman had said as was perfeotly 
willing to give up the home market, and look to the 
foreign market alone. What was the ground of 
this great reliance cn the forcign market? Did 
they have no regard to the efforis that were mak- 
ing in England to supply their own market with 
cotton from their colonies, and to the abolition 
movement there? The gentlemen seemed to be 
very sharp-eyed in descrying the direct dangers of 
jhese movements in time of war, and were ready 


40 unite with the North in building home squadrons 


and stedmers for defence in time of war, but 
seemed to apprehend no danger from the progress 
of these movements in time of peace. 

He warned gentlemen against their depreciated 
estimates of the home market. He here referred 
to the former extensive production of indigo in the 
Southern States, with which they had supplied the 
world, and which, as he had supposed, had there 
bren superseded by cotton; but by some the opinion 
was entertained—and he read from an article in a 
newspaper setting forth these views—that the Ame- 
rican article had been driven from the British mar- 
kets by the preduct of their own colonies, afte 
their attention was targed to its production. Tris 
might not be true, Gut it was deserving aliention. 
Gentlemen had also eaid they were willing to part 
with the protecting duty of three cents per pound 
on cotton, When a fabrie had enjoyed the protec- 
tion of Government for half a century, and by this 


means been enabied to compete suceessfally with . 


the foreign article, it did not require ruch conces- 
sion to do this. It had been denied that this duty 
on colton was now, or ever had been, a protecting 
duty, and that the South were desirous to continue 
it. To show that it had been considered advanta- 
geous to the South, he referred toa report of Alex- 
ander Hamilton, made in 1791, and also to the fact 
that at that time it was proposed to abolish this 
duty, and that it was also proposed as an original 
part of the compromise act, but had been opposed 
in both eases by Southern men. 


It had been said that the British Government was 
about to abandon protection. But it was by no 
means certain that Mr. Hume’s report was to be 
endorsed by that nation, especially since the recent 
chenge of her Ministry. The gentleman from South 
Carolina had laid down the doctrine thata tariff 
for revenae and proteciion were inconsistent; but 
he had unilerstocd him materially to modify that 
statement the other day, and admit that a protect. 
ing duty, Mid for the purpose of revenue, might ier 
four or five years increase the revenue; and only 
when the American manufactures susply the mat- 
ket, that revenue would cease. The gentlemen, 
then, ought to be willing that a tariff for protection 
should exist, as long as it tended to revenue. ‘The 
principle had been wrongly construed, that jn a 
system of duties we were to look to revenue as the 
object, while protection was but incidental. ‘Phe 
doctrine maintained by Mr. Webster ja 1833, at 
the time of the passage of the Compromise act, was, 
that the aggregate amount of the duties of the 
country were to be laid for revenus; that is, that 
they were only te levy taxes on ihe people fer the 
support of the Government; but when they had 
once fixed the amount necessary, they were at per- 
fect liberty, in raising that amount, to discriminate 
for the protection of manufactures or of agricul. 
ure. Tois was the doctrine, as he conceived, that 
the President held in his messag It spoke cf re- 
venue, of discriminating for the purpose of revenue, 

ut with a view to the protection of domestic ma- 
nufastures. To show that these were the views of 
the President, he quoted from a letter writen by 
him to Mr. Robinson, of Pittsburgh, ia 1840. 


iving its final 
iment of a uniform 
duty had about ex- 
ught it had failed, first, 
ah for the just and ceono- 
ivy—not us the werd 
mere dollars and cents, 
but to the trze he aly of the ecuntry, 
It would fei to p e beneficial results on 
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any permanent revenue 
be utterly intole. 
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of importation taat, under its operatioa, would be 
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economy wiih re 


poured in on us, not merely of cotton and woollen, 
but of all the fabrics of the humbler industry of 
the country, would cccasion a drain of specie on 
the country which would posipone almost indefi- 
nitely thé hope of returning toa sound state of 
things. Believing that the compromise system, if 
carried out, would be oppressive, unequal, and uns 
just, they called on the Houzee of Representatives 
and on Congress to give them full, fair, and candid 
hearing and investigation on all these points. The 
whole people of the country had been looking for- 
ward to this tenth year of the compromise act, 
when they should be heard; they had a right 
to be heard, and heard through a committee 
favorable to their interests. They sought no 
exclusive privileges for the manufacturing in- 
terests of the country; and the House would bear 


. him witness that, in the resolution he had had the 


honor of offering last session, an investigation was 
proposed that should reach the mannfacturing, ag- 
aicultural, and commercial interests. If that had 
been adopted, they would not now have been en- 
gaged in this fruitless controversy. He did not 
mean to say that the Committee on Manufactures 
had jurisdiction over the whole subject. He was 
willing to distribute it among the committees—that 
the Commitiee on Agriculture and the Committee 
on Commerce should consider it with reference to 
those respective interests, There would be mate- 
rial enough for ail these committees. The Com- 
mittee on Manufactures might take its share of 
the burden, and consider the condition of the ma- 
nufacturing interest of the country. The message 
had alluded enly to the manufacturing interest; 
the terms “commerce” and “agriculture” were not 
to be found in it, and, therefore, he claimed it 
should go to the Committee on Manufactures. The 
instructions moved by the gentleman from South 
Carolina [Mr. Ruevr] in ethe amendment now 
pending, seemed like an effort of the opponents of 
the proteciive system to exclude all investigation 
on this ‘subject. It seemed to him to press too 
much on the Northern States, with the same de- 
sign to close their lips as there had been on ancther 
subject. Perhaps too many warnings had been 
made; but be toid this House, that deep and all- 
pervading as had been the excitement on the Qist 
rule, that excitement, compared with that which 
would be produced by any effort to preclude a full 
and fair hearing on the subject of the domestic in- 
dustry of the country, was only as the rustlisg of 
ihe wind to the deep-toned thunder. He claimed 
for the industry of ths country a full and fair 
hearing at this session, 

Mr. W. having concluded— 

Mr. W. ©. JOHNSON obtained the floor, but 
yielded it for the following purpose: 


NEW YEAR'S HOLYDAYS. 


Mr. GENTRY moved that when the House ad- 
joara, it adjourn to meeton Munday next. 
The yeas and nays were asked and ordered, and, 
being taken, were—yess 86, nays 82, 
So the motion was agrced to. 
Mr. HABERSHAM asked leave to offer the 
following resolution, which was read for infor- 
mation: 


Resolved, That the claims of the State of Georgia for mo- 
ney advanced by that State on account of expenses incurred 
by calling out militia in cascs of er ency to aid in the sup- 
pression of Indian hostil in Tivrida and Alabama, anu to 
protect the citizens of Georgia from sudden incursions and 
ravages of the Creek and Seminole Indians, which claims 
have been heretofore before Conzrass, but not finally acted on, 
be referred to the Committee on Military Affairs; and that the 
necessary papers aud vouchers in support of such claims 
now on file in the Departient of War be referred to the same 
committee. 


No objection being made, tue re 
sived and adopted, 


BROCK WAY asked the House to er 
mirem further services as a member cf 
tee on the Expendituresin the Stale 
tand of the Committee on Bxpendi- 
Var Department, on the ground of ill 


Gn Was re- 


And then, on motion of Mr, RHETT, the 
House adjourned, 


ad 


BY BLAIR AND RIVES. 
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 6, 1842; ` 


paces 


IN SENATE. : ; 
i Monpay, January 3, 1842. 
Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of Walp 
and Bishop, John P. Coffin, W. M. J. Benjamin, 
and 30 others, merchants and bnsiness men of the 


city of New York, praying a postponement of the | 


operation of the Bankrupt law for two years from 
_the first of February next, and expressing great ap- 


` prehension of the effects upon credit and business, 


and the prices of property, of permitting the law to 
go into operation in the next month: referred to. the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. W. also presented the petition of C. P. and 
H. Heyer, Henry T. Cooper, and 38 others, also 
merchants and business men of the city of New 
York, to the same effect: referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. : 

Mr. W. also presented the petition of John B. 
Theiry, and 59 others, mechanics and laborers, and 
certified to be principally householders, of the city 
of New York, to the same effect: referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. W. also presented the petition of Young, 
Smith and Co. and 72 others, merchants and tra- 
ders of the city of New York, sctiing forth detailed 
defects in, and objections to, the Bankrupt law, and 
suggesting various amendment:, which the peti- 
tioners pray Congress to adopt before the law is 
permitted to go into operation. Th's petitition, Mr. 
W, said, we was requested to ask to have read, 
and he accordingly made that motion. The peti- 
tion was read and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, os 

Mr. W. also presented the petion of Suydam and 
Co. S. T. Armstrong, Mead, Rogers and Co. and 
105 other merchants and firms of the city of New 
York, also praying the postponement of the Bank- 
rupt law for two years from February next, and 
offering the same reasons given in the petitions 
first presented. Mr. W. said in all these petitions, 
as well the occupation and place of residence in 
the city, asthe name of the petitioner, were en- 
tered upon the petition; and.in reference to all of 
them, he bad assurances, the correctness of which 
he was not permitted to doubi, that the petitioners 
were not simply real inhabitants of the city, but 
men of respectability and character as a body; and 
that, among the signatures of merchanis was repre- 
sented a very large share of the houses of the first 
standing as to character, intelligence, credit, aad 
extent of commercial business. Indeed, that much 
the largest portion of the revenue of the revenve of 
the United States derived from duties collected a 
the port of New York, is paid by merchants whose 
names are to be found upon these petitions. This 
petition was also referred, upon Mr. Wriext’s mo- 
tion, to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. W. also presented a memorial from 
the Chamber of Commerce of the city of New 


York, which he asked to have read; and the read- . 


ing was ordered. ‘ne memorial prays the follow- 
ing amendments to tke Bankrupt law, viz: 

1. That no bankrupt, voluntary or involuntary, 
shall receive a discharge without the consent of 
creditors representing at least half the amount of 
his debts. 
> Q, That ali notices in cases of bankruptey, shall 
be published in the paper inthe ery of Washing- 
ton selected to publish the laws of the United 
States. 

3. That the permanent sppointment of assignees 
of the estates of bankrupts may be made by the 
creditors. í 

This memorial was aisa, on motion of Mr 
WRIGHT, referred to the Commiitee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

Mr. BENTON presented a petition from the city 
of New York, signed by 120 acs belonging to 
all occupations, praying | Bankrupt act be 
repealed. And ancther peiton, signed by 120, 
giving their occupation and place of residence, 
praying fcr the postponement of the operations of 
the Bankrupt law for iwo years from February 
next, and that moneyed corporations may be in- 


cluded: referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. à : 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a petition from nu- 
merous citizens of Philadelphia, praying for amend- 
ments to the Bankrupt law;‘and if they should not 
be made, that the act be repealed: referred to the 
Judiciary Committee. oe - 

Also, three petitions from one hundred and five 
voters of Warren county, Pennsylvania, protest- 
ing against the confirmation of the treaty with the 
Seneca Indians: referred to the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs. ; 

Mr. CALHOUN presented a petition asking for 
a repeal or modification of the Bankrupt law. He 
remarked that that law had already lost a great 


“deal in public opinion; and his impression was that 


nothing short of repeal would satisfy the people: 
referred to the Committee- on the Judiciary. 
Mr. C. also presented a pétition froma conven- 


tion lately assembled in Tennessee, asking for en |} 


appropriation by Congress for the improvement of 
the Tennessee river. Mr. C. remarked that his 
opinions were sò well known on thé subject of ap- 
propriating money from the National Treasury to 
improve rivers and harbors, that he need not re- 
peat taem. He believed the operation of the sys- 
tem was wholly unjust. This was a most impor- 
tant river, and contained more water than the 
Ohio itself; yet while on the Ohio and Mississippi 
proper, and litle tributary streams, nd on the 
lakes, thousands upon thousands have been appro- 
priated by the Government, this river has got no- 
thing. He merely made there remarks to show 
the unjust operation of the system. However much 
he was opposed to it, he hoped the committee to 
which he proposed to refer it would give the sub- 
ject that consideration it merited. It was due to 
the petitioners that proper respect should be paid 
to their petition; and he therefore moved its refer, 
rence to the Committee on Commerce: agreed to. 

Mr. STURGEON presented the petition of Jobn 
J. Smith, a soldier in the last war, praying a pen- 
sion; referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented the petition of William 
Dean, & Co.: referred to the Committee on the Post 
fice and Post Roads. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE presented a petition pray- 
ing for the interposition of the American Govern- 
ment with that of Great Britain, for the release of 
the Patriots who were engaged in the Canadian re- 
volution, and who are now confined at Van Die- 
man’s Land, in Australia: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Foreign relations. 

Petitions were also presented by Mr. EVANS, 
Mr. BAGBY, and Mr. CHOATE; the names of 
the petitioners and purport of the petitions were not 
heard. 

THE VICE PRESIDENCY. 


Mr. PRESTON submitted a resolution, which 
was adopted, instructing the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary to inquire whether any further legislation 
be necessary, in case of the removal, death, or re- 
gignation of the Vice President of the United States, 
or of the President of the Senate, and te report by 
bill or otherwise. ; 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. GRAHAM, from the Committee on Claims, 

reported back to ihe Senate without amendment, 


the bill for the relief of Ephraim Dixon. 


Also, whboat amendmen, the bill te estabibh a j 


Board of Commissioners to hear and examine 
claims agaisst ihe United States 
Mr. SMITH, from the Commitee on Public 
ds, reported bark to the Senaie, witbeut amend- 
ment, the bii] for the relief of Jesse Carperier. 
Also, a Dill for the relief of Clark Woodruff, ac 


| esmpanied by a special report. The bill was read, 


and ihe report ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Comimitiee on Claims, 
reported a billfor the relief of David Gelston; which 
was read. : 

Also, made an unfavorable report on the petition 
of Samuel Milroy, a receiver at Provinceviile, In- 


| diana, for money withheld, from - 


peneman 


sury Department; which was read.” ~ 
On the motion of Mr. BARROW,it 
_ Resolved, That the Committee on Naval 
inquire into ‘the expediency of regulating, By. 
the appointment of midshipmen inthe, navy, ac- `. 
cording to: the: representative ratio of each State in © ~~ 
Congress. ance ree ee eee 
“The resolution submitted. by Mr. Barrow, on the 
30th ultimo, directing the Secretary of the Navy to` 
communicate to’ the Senate.a list of thé names of 


| the midshipmen appointed from the 1st day of Janu~ 


ary, 1837, to the 20th of December; 1841, and. @ 
statement showing the places of nativity of all such 
midshipmen, and also their places of residence at 
the time of their appointment, was laid upon the : 
table. f A Re 
The following resolution, submitted by Mr. GRA 
Ham on the 30ih ultimo, was adopted, viz: : 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directe 
to inform: the Senate what is the present number 
cadets in the Military Academy at West pi 
each State and Territory of the Union 
the District of Columbia; what regulation, if. 
exists in the War Depariment respecting the ap 
pointment of cadets, so as to apportion them among 
the several States; whether the whole number of 
appointments has at any time exceeded 250; and if 
so, at what time or times; and whether, when a va- 
cancy has occurred in the corps of cadets, from any - 
cause, a successor has been uniformly appointed in 
the same Congressional district from which his pres - 
decessor had been selected: oe 
Mr. BATES, on leave, introduced a bill to ref id. 
a balance due to’ Massachusetts for expenditures. : 
made by that State during the late war with Great 
Britain, for the services of her militia; which was - 
read a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, ee 
The following engrossed bills were taken up, 
read the third time, and passed, viz: See ge 
The bill to authorize the Legislature of Louisis | 
ana, to sell lands.heretofore appropriated, for ‘the ` 
use of schools in that State; and ge gta cet o 
The bill for the relief of the Selma and Tennes- 
see Railroad Company. . . 
The bill allowing drawbacks on merchandise. 
exported in original packages to Chihuahua ‘and 
Santa Fe, in Mexico, was taken up as in commit- 
tee of the whole, and after some remarks by Mr. 
HUNTINGTON, explanatory of the bill, and'an 
amendment made at the instance. of Mr. BEN- 
TON, it was reported to the Senate OO ee 
Mr. WOODBURY wished to have the bill so 
amended as to embrace in its operations the North- 
ern frontier; but after some remarks by Mr. HUN- 
TINGTON, WRIGHT, LINN, and KING, in 
favor of this bill passing as it was, and showing. 
ihe propriety of reporting another and separate bill, 
granting the same privileges to these exporting 
geods in original packages from the Northern: 
coasts, ine amendment adopted in Committee was 
agreed to, and the bill was ordered to be engrossede 
“Mr. WOODBURY, from tte Committee on 
Claims, reported back to the Senate, with ‘at - 
amendment, the bill for the relief of Capt. J 
Throckmorton. 


Poe 
a 


pensions to 
provisions © 


ed to the Senat | amend 
to be engrossed for 3 third reading: E 
Mr. BENTON said that he would avali himself 
of the first gap ip busiga S 
i ment of ihe bDankr aW, 
Po ROPOSED BOARD OF EXCHEQUER. 
The question of; referring the bill and report of 
the Secretary of the 1 i 
sidération as the unfinished business— 


¥ 


: Mri: HUNTINGTON said that, if any apology 
were: necessary fer dåtaining the Senate upon.this 
question, it might be} foun in the magnitude of 
the subject presented. Itvhad an important con- 
nection with the currenty gf the Government, with 
its business and its powérg and, in his judgment, to 
all questions relating. to public: liberty. It was 
not his object to enter now into the examination 
of all. these matters.” He proposed very. briefly to 
examine some of the features of the bill which had 
been submitted to Congress now nearly a thonth 
since by the Secretary of the Treasury: In his 
judgment, he would state, first, that some of the 
principles of the bill had not been understood, or 
were misunderstood, in. those sections of the coun- 
try’ where the bill had met with favor. In the se- 
cond place, he proposed to submit his views to the 
committee upon the plan as it came to Congress 
for consideration. 

* He did not agree with the Senators from New 
York and Virginia [Mr. Tattmapam and Mr. 
Rives] that this was not the time to discuss these 
matters. He considered, on the contrary, that it 
was the most proper time to enter upon their consi- 
deration. : i 

-One of the very first acts of the venerable Presi- 
dent now deceased, after his inaguration, was to 

-affix his signature to a proclamation convening 
Congress in: extra session, on the last of May last. 
He would had justly been called the “good Presi- 
dent,” and who had called us here, was not here 
to meet us when we came at his summons. Death 
had called him to another sphere, and he obeyed 
thesummons, But our Constitution easily pro- 
vided a remedy, and the distinguished individual 
now at the head of the Government was called to 
occupy the place made vacant by the death of the 
President. He called our attention, at the com- 
mencement of the extra session, to the subject 
which now forms a part of the features of this bill, 
He submitted the question to us, and we acted 
as duty dictated. Our efforts failed, and 
we adjourned, also in the hope and promise that 
some wise and salutary measure would be pro- 
posed, which would restore the currency, im- 
prove the exchanges, and do the public some, ser- 
vice in an improvement of the times. We went 
home fearing, but hoping for the best; and we 
came back with the ardent wish that the wreiched 
state of things which now exists would be remedied, 
and that, instead of them, some wise, safe, con- 
Stitutional measure submitted, considered, and 
matured. We now have this plan before us; we 
have treated it with great respret; examined the 

ill, accompanied by the report, which is drawn 
up with consummate ability, and presented to us 
with all the plansibilily which could favor such a 
plañ as ihat proposed. It is this plan (said Mr. 
H.) I now propose to examine. And what do we 
find?. A depreciated currency from the Hudsen 
to the Floridas; our labor not meeting with its ade- 
quate reward; confidence lost in our State securities, 
and a general apprehension that worse is to come. 
And the remedy proposed for all this is an act 
entitled “An act to amend the laws establishing a 
Treasury of the United States.” This aet was 
proposed for our adoption by those who had been 
contending for tyelve years against Exeentiye 
power, Executive influence, and Executive con- 
trol. It was presented to us asa panacea for existing 
disorders, It was said by the Senator from Penn- 
sylvnnia [Mr. Bucuanan] that we had this scheme 
shadowed forth in 1837. It was shadowed forth 
long before that time; and, in 1831, as an humble 
member of the other body, he had a distinet recol- 
lection that it was then shadowed forth by the 
Chief Magistrate. He then thought and said that 
there was not a man who would stand forth and 
hazard his political reputation by the support of 
sach a measure. It was then stated that there 
was not amember to be found who would favor it 
upon a committee; and once he remembered to 
have heard it said that, if the Speaker expected to 
find any friend to any such measure, he would 
have to go out of the House of Representatives to 
find one; he could not be found there. 

ia discussing this measure, Mr. H. said he in- 
tended to impute motives to no one. He proposed 
to analy ze the bill and report, and to treat the mez- 
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sure and report as they deserved. ‘With his ho- 
nored friend before..him from South -Caro- 
lina. [Mr. Preston]. be would . be y 
by a catholic spirit, and do what could be done 
for the relief of the country... He proposed to 
examine the billin reference to: its political as- 
pects, and its relation to the Government as a 
matter of exchange, currency, and revenue. It 
Was proper to view it all in those lights, in his es- 
timation >- rete Te 4 oe A 

In its Governmental relations it. was highly .in- 
jurious, and he believed would: be destructive of 
the public liberty, It would ako, in his judgment, 
be destructive in its operations.. In the first place, 
said Mr. H. this bill proposesto create a Govern- 
ment institution—to establish a Government Bank. 
Let us see what are its powers, its functions, and 
its elements. It is, then, a bank of issues; of -de- 
posites, of circulation, and in every thing a Gc- 
vernment Bank, excepting in the discount of pro- 
missory notes. It receives gold and silver on de- 
posite to the amount of $15,000,000. It also re- 
ceives all the revenues of the Government. Itre- 
ceives banknotes. It takes from individuals gold 
and silver, from the banks bank notes, and from 
the Government its revenues. 

It was a‘bank of issue, too. It issued certifi. 
cates, with the faith of the Government pledged 
for their redemption. It issued Treasury. notes, 
with a promise to pay on demand. 

It was a bank of exchange, toc, and gave these 
Boards of Control the power to traffic in the funds 
of the Government to any amount. This could 
be done to any amount, and the restriction of time 
was only as to bills bought. These kind of bills 
might “be drawn for twelve months. This was 
the nature of the powers of this institution, and 
the bill might have been entitled “An act to es- 
tablish a Government Bank, with power to is- 
sue money, receive deposites, and deal in bills of 
exchange.” 

It was said not to be a hank, because private 
funds were notemployed. This was not necessary 
to constitute a bank. The functions of a bank had 
nothing to do with the capital of a bank. They 
were the same, whether the capital was public or 
private. 

Mr. H. surgested, too, that the agencies pro- 
posed, could discount under the form of the bilis of 
exchange. When the so-wuch talked of Fiseality 


| was discussed at the extra ` session, we were told 


that the bank was to deal in exchanges between the 
States and in foreign exchanges. The objections 
to the system of ‘“‘hite-flying” under this bill would 
operate with tenfold force over the bill of the extra 
session, and the bill contained objections which 
were referred to Ly Mr. H. as contained in the se. 
cond veto message of the President. 

If the objections to that bill were good, a private 
corporation, as it was, they were tenfold true of 
this bill to create a public corporation. And was 
not this a bank? Was it not a Government Bank? 
In the first place, its capital was Government capi- 
tal. Its $15,000,000 of money and stock were Qo- 
vernment money and Government stock. lis whole 
capital was Government capital. It pledged the 
faith of the Government for all issues of deposite, 
and not only was the Government responsible for 
this, but for the bills of exchange which it authc- 
rized. Tt had control over every dollar of revenue 
of the United States also, and it had the power to 
plecge $30,000,000 of Government securities, 


; $15,000,000 of steek, and the same amount of 


Treasury notes, besides the $5,000,000 authorized, 
if necessary, in the bill. 

This bill was invested, in the first place, (said 
Mr. H.) with a power overall the revenues of ihe 
country, and, in the secend place, over all the ere- 
dit of the Government. Ii controlled all its money 
and all its credit. 

And what benefit would we have from it, sup. 
posing it did do what was contended for it, restore 
the currency, improve the exchanges, revive confi- 
dence, make the business of the country, &e. &e.? 
Were we prepared, nader any circumstances, to 
invest such a power in any agent? Would my 
friend in my eye [Mr. Cray] employ me to deal in 
exchanges for him? Would John Jacob Astor 
give any one man control over all his money and 


-bH 
governed 


means} And what did you propose to do in this 
What less than to invest all you posséss.in . 
a Government institution? I-am against this in- 
vestment of power (said Mr. H.) I would not give 
it to a private individual. I would not giveit to 
the Government with my consent.. _ 3 
L have said this was a Government institution, 
from the manner in which its capital is to. originate 
and its duties to be. performed. Under this bill, 


| and I speak of this alone, I go further, and. say, 


that it issa Government Bank, because the Govern- 
ment has the management of it.. . It made the See 
cretary.of- the Treasury and the Treasurer of the 
United States members of the Board of Control; 
The Secretary of the Treasury, under this bill, ap- 
pointed all the subordinates—all the agencies were 
controlled by him. . He appointed all the inferior 
officers and all the sub-agencies of the agents, 
They may be removed as well without as with 
cause. The board, too, fixed all their salaries ex- 
cept their own. In regard to the power of remo- 
val, Mr. H. did not intend to diseuss the subject. 
The practical construction of the Constitution, that 
the power of rernoval -was incident to the power of 
appointment, was well. understood, and under its 
éxercise there could be removal for any cause or 
for no cause. oe 

The board also regulated all the premiums on 
exchanges, and this power must have struck every 
man with astonishment; and here Mr. H; would 
say, that if any safe, practical agency could be es. 
tablished, he would be glad to.see it done, and no 
man more so. ; : 

Let us see (continued Mr. H.) whether this 
power, the power of removal, can be modified so 
as to diminish the objections to the measure, ` Sup- 
pose that the presiding cfficer of the Senate, the 
Speaker of the House, and the Chief Justice of 
the Supreme Court were the Board, as had been 
suggested. Tne Constitution was unlimited, and 
said, with certain exceptions, the President shall 
appoint. The exceptions were that they might by 
law invest the appointment cf inferior officers in 
superi@f officers. But these (jhe Board of Exche- 
quer) were not inferior officers. They had control 
of the public money. They were superior officers, 
and amenable to no power, unless it was to the 
people. The clause meant that the inferior officers 
of their own courts should be appointed, and no 
others. They could appoint inferior officers, such 
as postmasters, because they were officers ap- 
pointed by law. The President was vested with 
power toappoint the guperior officers, and they 
were empowered to appoint inferior officers, 

And what was meant by the purse and sword, 
of which so much had been said? It meant, as 
was generally understood, the power of removing 
and appointing without cause. Why was the 
Sub-Treasury opposed here, if not for the reason 
that it united the purse and the sword? If it was 
right for us to denounce the unsound principle in 
that bill, was it right to stand up here and defend 
it in this bill? 

I have said (continued Mr. H.) that this was a 
Government bank. It is a Government brokery, 
too, with power to deal out bills of exchange, 
Treasury notes, and certificates of deposite. It 
had claim to the character of a Government bro- 
kerage. And in locking over the second veto 
message of the President, at the extra session, he 
found the President gave, as his reasons for op- 
posing the second Fiscal bill, that a resumption of 
specie payments would be liable io postponement, 
because the State banks would have to continue 
with their doors closed, or continue at the merey 
of the national monoply of the peop'e. 

This bill, tco, promised not to take more than 
two per cent. a month (thirty days being the time 
limited under the bill) as a rate of exchange: and 
this, it would beseen, was 24 percent. a year—a 
rate as high as any paid in the mest disastrous 
times, 

Mr. H. wished, he said, to speak further of the 
Government influence over this institation. It in- 
vesied the Government with a power which, if 
abused, would be fatal to its liberties. He wished 
to point to one feature to show this. He did not 
mean to say that it would be abused, only that it 
had that tendency. If you allowed the agency to 


deal in bills of exchange without funds, the Go- 
vernment .wotild be diseredited. All the certifi- 
cates of deposite could not be produced whick 
miglit Þe required, and who was to be favored? In 
high times of party excitement, when political ef- 
fect was to be produced, who-iheh would be favor- 
ed? You must take human nature as it is, and if 
you allow these powersto be given to an’ institu: 
tion like this, you may-expect that they will be 
exercised. That. those conjectures were well- 
founded, he would read from the &rst message of the 
President to this Congress, where he said he felt the 
necessity of some fiscal agent. He said that upon 
the establishment of such an agency there imight 
be a control of political influence, if placed in the 
- hands of the administrators of Government, and 
without jurisdiction. The temptation to abuse 
would be irresistible. So thought the President 
then, and for the reason that this power in the 
hands of Government agents, (to issue paper,) 
without jurisdiction, would lead to gross abuse. A 
truer sentence was never uttered than this, and 
unlilhuman ‘nature changed; it would betru: 
The experience of the last year, he was sorry.» 
say, had made good all that the President had said. 
One other remark upon the d:tails of this bill, said 
Mr, H. Itprovides that these agencies shall Që- 
termine the amount of Treasury notes and certifi- 
cates of deposite which shall be issued. They de- 
termine what Siate shail have an agency, and 
what amount of Treasury notes that agency shail 
have. The whole amount of money was subject 
to the Boar of Contro!, and thes a State was sab- 
jected to favoritism if ibe Boars of Control thought 
proper to exercise i 
It was not oniy 2 ba 


ny, pure and Governmen~ 
tal, that was proposed, bat it was & bank withoat 
a dollar of real capital. ft had Treasury notes 
and five per cent. stocks, and gold and silver de- 
posited by individuals, not to remain there long, 
for deposites formed no part of the capital of a 
bank.: Again, we proposed to issue three for one 
ia Treasury notes, ceftificates of deposite, and 
bills of exchange. A Government Bank without 
capital! And what would we say if a State were 
to create such an institution as this? 

And the bank had the power, too, of being re- 
pealed at the pleasure of Congress; and for the 
reason, as was said, that it quieted the public ap- 
prebensión. And just as the people bad accom- 
modated themselves to this state of things, a new 
party stepped in, and created (a new instiiation. 
The President said, even as a recommendation, that 
Git was amenable to law, and repealable by law.” 
The people would not submit to unis scheme, if for 
no other reason than this, that i made the plan 
liable to be changed by every p: n power. 

One more remark. This iusiitation mixes up 
and amalgamsies all the public interests of the 
Government with the business iransactions of the 


3 


people. He knew there wasa set of books to be 
kept, giving the transactions of each. But the 
bill as it stands-and ue look it as H was-~did not 


separate the-two interests, 

But, Jeaving this brane 
would say that the bank prope 
Government power, Geveiny 
yernment influence, controli 
and controlled by Goveranient. 
this matier, as 8 Government institut 

He wisned to è 
power before closing. There were. po 
which he would not allude—its power tò etabiish 
a permanent loan, which would make if neneces- 
sary te have a tariff, and other matters, which he 
would pass over to ask if thi plan would benefit 
the country in acurrency? He thought not. Just 
so long as a depreciated currency is appreciated 
by public opinion, and tolerated by the Legislature, 
just so long would it be impossible to make a eur- 
rency of those fcertificates of deposite and Trea- 
sury notes. 

If i were not for the feature in the bill which 
authorized the dealing in bills of exchange, it 
would be impossible to make it of any general use, 
the currency coined under it seeking a common 
centre, as regulated by the balance of trade. So 
far, then, as regarded the circulation, he submitted 
there would be an entire failure of the benefits pro- 
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n of the subject, he 
ad was to be one of 
nent property, Go- 


g the Governmen’, 
So much cf 
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posed. But supposing such an institation could 
_ control. all this—control the currency—no. such 


power, he contended, cold be tolerated. under a` 


free Government. Look at the power given-to the 


agents over the money of the Government, and 4h 


relation’ to the: ‘power of dealing in exchanges— 
wonld there be any corrective of existing abuses? 
The Government, for exchavges, he believed, 
would have come tothe mercantile men, instead of 
the mercantile men coming to them for exchanges: 
' New Orleans, in cotton time, would eat-up all 
these agencies. Look at its practical operation, 
then, for a moment, in the city ot New York. If 
any institution had the power of drawing -bills for 
all the amounts that were wanted, they would regu- 
late the evil; but if one half of the demand could 
be supplied, some other institution would have to 
be-resorted to. These bills of exchange would be 
subjected, also, to various fluctuations. And how 
were these agencies to be supplied with funds? He 


knew in the case of a Bank of the United States _ 


what would be the course of things, but could not 
know in the case of an institution like this. 

Another point to which he would refer was this. 
The report of the Secretary of the “Treasury says 
that the plan will enable Government debtors to 
pay Government debts. If ahis were true, would 
it not look like giving one cuxrency to the Govern- 
ment, and another io the people—setting the Re- 
presentatives of the Government down to -the first 
table, and the people to the second? This would 
be the practical operation of the bil, Hf this money 
circalated, it would give the Government. a benefit 
to the amount of circulation, bu: itiu no manner 
wou'd help the Government debter, 

‘Phe effect of this bill upon the resources or 
revenues of the country was most considered; and 
here it was proposed (said Mr. H.) to make the 
Government responsible for ali themi takes and 
accidents incident to the institution. All tbe aececi- 
dents, forgeries of false coin, and of frauds, would 
rest at the doer of the Governmeni. How com- 
mon was it now to see frauds committed upon 
public institutions, and was it well for us to make 
the hazard proposed in tois bili? Couid we go io 
the people aad do this? The Congress of the 
United States were the guardians of the ‘Treasury 
and the people, and could they. feel safe and do 
this? 

The bill created, finally, the relation of Jedier 
and creditor, and was it wellis establish the pre- 
cedent here—men of one sentiment acting for 
those of another? He would not have breathed 
such an idea ten years sisce, and ihe trulk was as 


it his vote. ; i 

Mr. BATES rose to continue the discussion; bat 
there being 2 general wisa to adjours, Mr. B. 
yieied floor for that purpese. 

And the Senate adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownpay, January 3, 1842. 
The journal of Thursday was read and ap- 


proved. a 
Mr. COOPER of Pennsylvania, introduced to 
the Hous? the Hon. Mr. Roset, member 


elect from the State of Pennsylvania, (vice Judge 
Brack, dsceased,) who was qualified and took his 
seat. ` 

On leave given, petitions were presented by the 
following gentlemen, and appropriately referred. 

Mr. LANE of Indiana. 

Mr. KEIM of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. COWEN presented (on leave) certain 
joint resolutions from the Legislature of the Siate 
of Ohio, the purport of which was not heard by 
the Reporter. : 

Mr. STUART of Illinois, gave notice of 
motion for leave to introduce two bills, viz. 


a 
A 


| quarter of this hall, and ‘reflected ‘from every por- 

i tron ef the Union. os 
| one solitary member who urged ahieher'protective ® 
i tariff than a tarif for revenue. 
il that the gentleman from 


| tee on Mapafactures, rose then in bis pi 


went for any thing 


- it would be nearer twenty millions. 


bill to establish a; port: of entity 
a bill directing certain: patents to-be: 
lands sold’ in the -Land Office.al Gal 
nois. . a g 

Mr. ANDREWS of -Kentucky called 
ders of: the daye o ce eL a goai = 

-REFERENCE OF THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAG: 

The House resumed. the consideration. of, 
unfinished business of. Thursday; being the 
ing branch of. the resolution heretofore . off 
Mr: FILLMORE: See ey 


Resolved, That so much thereof as retate 
referred to the Committee on Manufactures 7s * 
“Which resolution. Mr. Aruertox bad heretofore 
moved to amend by. striking gut ‘the words `. 
“Committee on Manufactures,” a insértingthe © 
words “Committee of Ways'and: Meany” 2 
Which amendment Mr. Ruzi “had: hereto: 
fore moved to amend by adding theretg the follows 
ing words: $ vapa Tigh 
“With instructions j 
ent to lay additional duties, they shall be & id as, not,to’ 
criminate in favor of any particular. class of industr a 
UnitedStates, ~ Ep ‘ EE rene 
‘And the. question being aes ee tothe. 


that; should it be in thei opinion expedi- 


amendment— = == an Ri eat ae 
< Mr. WM; C.JOHNSON.said:he ould vote för 
the reference of that part of the Presidents mesage 
now under ecdnsideration tothe Committee of Ways: | 
and Means, because he regarded it, under ’all:tbe* 
circamstanees connected with the subject-matter, - 
and the public exigencies of the country, as the’ 
most appropriate committee. He did not intend to 
go into a very general discussion of the various:to~ > 
pics that had been introduced into this debate; but 
should give briefiy the reasons which would eons; 
trol his course ef action on the subject now pend- 
ing before the House. ~ Had be obtained the ficor . 
when be fret attempted to do so, attae commence: 
ment of the debate, ke should not have detained 
the House as long as was now. necessary. Fle saw 
then that false issues were making; that this subject 
was taking a range not calculated to benefit'in the 
slightest degree the subjeci-matter before the House. 
He should vote for the reference to the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, for the reasons given. by | 
several gentlemen m this discussion; and had they 
given other reasons, which he intended offering, ‘he 
chould: have been silent during the entire debate. 
He had examined the report of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, and found that there was a deficit in 
the Treasury greater far than was conceived by 
any member of this House at the last winter's s¢s- 
sion. He recollected fail well the discussion Had: 
on this floor at the last regular session, and the | 
tone of publie sentiment manifested from every 


At that session was found-ba 


He recollected 
New York, (Mr. Aunt,y 
rence to the Commit- 
ace and said 
that, thongh he represented one of the strongest ma- 
nufactorivg districts in tke Ntate cf New York, 
they claimed nothing but incidental protection, and 
were setisied wita that; and that the gentleman © 
from Messachusetts, (Mr. Cusuine,} now chait- 
men of the Financial Committee, then spoke in 
behalfof the great maunfacturing district which 
he represented; and ihai the only individual who. 
f more thana tariff for revenue 
was the gentleman. [òir. Linco] who then-repre- — 
cenied the district ic Messachusetts now represent: 
ed by his friend [Mr. Hopson] at his left. Why,. - 
heasked, was this change of opinion, : thisinew 
issue? Fe still entertained the sentiments hesheld 
then. he Secretary of tbe Treasury.-had inform- 
ed them that there would be a deficit in: the Trea- 
sury next year of something like fourteen millions 


3 s which was more tban any onehad ima- 
of dollars, wae J.) believed that 


ined i - and he (Mr. 
gined or predicted; a ( Sheen 

exceeds but. little more than half this 
Then, on theground of revenue alone— 

and no member had “yet taken ground against a. 
tariff for revenue—it had not yet been demonstrat- 
ed, if they. raised the ‘standard of revenue to the: 


who had since favored the ref 


ing intersts of the country, enough to-sustain them, 

‘whilst ‘they ‘conflicted with no -other established 
‘and necessary branch of the business of this Go- 
yernment: : a : s : 
“He would make but a passing remark in rela- 
tion-to the genius and character of our Govern- 

- fent.: Tt was an anomaly in itself, differing from 
‘every other Government on the ‘face of the globe. 
‘We repudiate all systems of excises—all efforts to 
raisé revenue: for the support of the General Go- 
vernment by direct taxation on ‘the people; and by 
their Constitutions the States have surrendered the 
whole subject-matter of revenue to the General 
Government, and given to it the power to raise re- 
-venue from impost duties for the purpose of sup- 
porting all its: necessary and legitimate wants. 
‘They had also surrendered to- the General 
Government the power to.. lay direct taxa- 
tion on the people; and to borrow money to 
supply the wants of the Government; but, 
although this important prerogative had been 
surrendered by the people of the States to 
the General Government, every effort which had 
been made to sustain the General Government by 
direct taxation had met with strong and warm op- 
position from the people. We repudiate that doc- 
trine, but practise the doctrine of laying indirect 
taxes on the people in the form of import duties, so 
that whoever consume the imports to this country 
Support the wants of Government, whilst those who 
consume nothing of foreign productions pay no- 
thing to Government. Look at the genius and spirit 
of our Constitution, ‘the tone and. temper of the 
people, who are always unwilling to pay more 
taxes than are absolutely necessary, and when we 
look to the present condition of the Treasury, we 
would find that duties laid on foreign imports to 
carry on all the necessary requirements of Go- 
vernment will give sufficient protection and benefit 
to every branch of industry in our country. 

He would take occasion to say afew words in 
relation to the remarks made by sundry gentlemen 
in this debate. ‘They had regarded it as unwise 
legislation on the part of Congress to pass a law 
to divide the revenue arising from the sales of the 
public lands among the States. He would say 
that it never was contemplated when the Constitu- 
tion was.formed, and never entered into the 
spirit of legislation afier the Constitution was 
adopted, that the proceeds of the public lands should 
become a source of national revenue. When they 
were thrown into the national coffers, it was at the 

_ instance of Alexander Hamilton, whose able report 
Jaid down the plan of the sinking fund for our 
General Government, and recommended the as- 
sumption on the part of the General Government 
of the debts of the Siates. Then, for the first time, 

, these public lands were contemplated as a source 
of national revenue, If there was a party who 

` - were anxious that the proceeds of the public lands 
should flow iato the National Treasury, they were 
bound to pursue the course Hamilton recommend- 
ed, and recommend to Congress an assumption of 
State debts. At the present time, above all others, 
was itimportant that the States should have their 
own funds for the purpose of paying their enor- 
mous debts, when they have surrendered to the 
General Government all power over foreign im- 
portations, and of collecting revenue from com- 
yoerce. 

He went for the reference of this subject to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, in addition to 
thercason now given of a larger deficit of revenue 
than had been anticipated, because that committee 
was the committee from which would emanate all 
the appropriation bills necessary to carry on all the 
various departments of the Government. It had ju- 
risdiction over the diplomatic appropriation bill, 

‘over the appropriation bills for the support of the 
army, of the navy, and all the others, and it was 
important that that committee should, with the 
same eye, take the survey of the whole circle of 
legislation—view it in all its points and relative 
bearings, and thus graduate the legislation on 
every important subject in relation to the accruing 
revenues to the Treasury. If the subject were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Manufactures, they 
might report a bill for the purpose of protecting 
teir own individual interest, and in that limited 


` 
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degree that they might find, when ihe necessary 
appropriation, bills were reported, tbat. they have 


not revenue-enough, because it may- be desirable ` 


for the mannfacturing interests:to raise duties too 
high; or they might, on the other hand, for the pur- 
pose of. benefiting-their own interest, raise an enor- 


mous revenue, beyond the wants of the Govern-. 


ment-and the requirements. which the Committee 
of. Ways and Means would recommend. To avoid 
either of these extremes,. and place this subject in 
its proper-relation to all other interests. and sub- 
jects for legislation, he was for the reference to the 
Committee of Ways and ‘Means, that they might 
take a fair and philosophical view of the subject, 
and report a system of bills for the legislation of 
Congress. : 

Another reason was, that he was anxious that 
this matter of revenue should be, if not the first, 
among the first subjects acted on by Congress. He 
should be very willing to see the currency question 
taken up; buat next to that, if not before it, he was 
anxious to see the question of revenue notonly first 
reported, but first called up for the action of this Con- 
gress, so that they might graduate their appropria- 
tions in relation to the other objects of revenue. If 
the revenue was sparse, he should be cautious hew 
he voted appropriations for the support of the 
Army, the Navy, for forts and fortifications, until 
he first knew the ways and means of the General 
Government, and the amount of revenue they 
might safely calculate on. This single reason 
would be reason enough with him why he should 
vote-to refer this subject to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. f 

Another reason was, that he believed a false 
issue had been made in this Hall. Gentlemen 
seemed to suppose that every individual who 
would not go for the reference to the Committee 
on Manufactures must therefore be opposed to the 
protection of manufactures. That was a false 
issue. No oneon this floor was more anxious 


than himself to see the domestic manufactures. 


flourish and prosper, and to give them every 
proper and legitimate encouragement; and no one 
was more unwilling to see that interest placed at 
the head of all the other interests of. this nation— 
that all other interests should bow down and be- 
come subservient to it. He wanted manufactures, 
commerce, and agriculture, and all the depart- 
ments of haman pursuit, to go on and flourish. and 
was unwilling to place any one in advance of the 
rest, and cause all the others to be governed by the 
mere will, caprice, or peculiar views of any par- 
ticular interest in the Government. . 

Another reason. There were gentlemen who 
pressed this subject in such a form as that the 
Committee on Manufactures shall alone regulate 
and graduate the duties on all articles—shall be 
the judge of what amount of protection they want, 
and take the whole subject under their own pecu- 
liar contro]; but there was a wider, broader, and 
deeper interest pervading this whole nation, whose 
voice should be heard and counsel calmly and dis- 
passionately taken. The great consuming interest 
of our Jand, which consumes the productions of 
manufactures, and which were at least four-fifths 
of this Union, should be consulted, as well as the 
interest which claims special and peculiar benefits, 
and to be sole umpire in the case, 

He was opposed to the reference of this subject 
to the Committee on Manufactures, because gen- 
tlemen who had urged this reference had carried 
the idea that they were bound to so shape the scope 
and forms of legislation that the manufacturing in- 
terest alone shall be considered. If they placed 2 
protective tariff law on the statute books, and that 
was not deemed sufficient, they would come back 
next year, and say, “You ?pledged yourselves to 
protect manufactures. The law already passed is 
not sufficient, therefore you must now increase the 
tariff. We have invested our capital in manufac- 
tures, and directed our pursuits from other chan- 
nels, and now claim the protection of Government.” 
If they started with the tariff of 1816, next year 
they would carry it on to the tariff of 1824; and 
then the protecting interests would come forward 
and say, “give us the tariff of 1828.” What 
would be the consequence? They would pile tariff 
on tariff; and the effect would be that politicians 


may be alarmed as well as the. people—ihat thein- 
terests of the West or South may arise against this 
system and overthrow it; and then they would have 
another compromise bill! That was the history of 
the tariff acts. He took warning by. past legisla. 
tion. -He was opposed to starting the progress of 
legislation as it commenced in 1816, was car. 
ried on in 1828, and was consummated in 1832; 
but was for legislating on a broader platform, and 


not-for telling manufacturers that they were going 


to bend all their legislation to them alone, but to 
direct legislation in accordance with national wants 
and interes's; and when they raised the tariff of du- 
ties, as they must for the purpose of revenue, ma-s 
nufacturers -must judge. whether they can invest 
their capital and direct their enterprise to manufac- 
tures. When they did that, they caused no violent 
prejudice against their legislation, and gave full 
warning. to every department. that, whilst they 
raised revenue enough for Government, it was to 
be decided by the judgment of every man, whether, 
with a fixed revenue tariff before him, it is profita- 
ble for him to quit his farm, or other pursuits, and 
engage in manufactures. 

When they came to practical legislation they 
would find thatthere were no two interests in this 
nation discordant—that the opposition of interests 
was merely imaginary, and that they only be- 
came conflicting when they separated one interest 
from the rest, and made it chief and primary. If 
they legislated for the purpose of the Treasury and 
the wants of Government, they were all concordan!; 
but if they sbaped their legislation with special re- 
fe.ence to any particular interest, they would op- 
pose other interests. This warfare between the 
extreme North and the extreme South was one in 
which. the Middle interest had been silent. The 
manufacturers of cotton at the North and the pro- 
ducers of it at the South were both sustained _by 
the Middle consuming interest. It was that which 
paid both. the manufacturer and producer. The 
course of policy which he would recommend for 
benefiting both the North and South would be to 
enlarge the sphere of consumption, by increasing 
and benfiting the farming interests, which pro- 
moted and cherished both these extremes, and was 
calculated to make a market for the productions 
of both. Therefore, in order to perfect this pur- 
pose, he was for widening the basis of consump- 
tion by asystem of countervailing duties. They 
found now that England, perhaps the greatest manu- 
facturing nation in Europe, had adopted a system 
of total exclusion of the productions of the great 
agricultural interests of our country; and the con- 
sequence is that the great producing interests.of 
the “United States find a precarious and scanty 
market for their productions. The whole policy 
of England had not, as was stated, been directed 
to increasing manufactures. He had taken occa- 
sion to examine with great labor and research the 
British system, and especially Mr. Hume’s report 
in 1840, and found that the whole amount of the 
revenue of England from foreign importations is 
twenty-two million pounds sterling, while the 
whole amount from protecting deties was less 
than half a million pounds sterling; and 
the weight of testimony before that committee 
was in favor of the reduction of even these 
protecting duties, in order better to secure the ma- 
nufacturing interest at home. England laid a tariff 
of duties on our wheat amounting to a total exclu- 
sion of it, unless in periods of starvation, and also 
on our corn, our beef, and grain products. She 
receives our cotton at a very lowrate of duty, 
knowing that we import as much of the fabric as 
pays for the raw material: and yet while we are 
great consumers not only of her manufactured cot- 
ton, but her cutlery and silk, those articles, the 
most important in our country, the great bread- 
stuffs of life, her tariff system totally excludes from 
consumption, and she never throws her ports open 
to them till her people get to the point of rebellion 
and starvation. 

Mr. J. here briefly examined the corn laws of 
England, and said that the’ great political revolu- 
tion of England commenced by hostility to them. 


| The manufacturing, commercial, and part of the 


agricultural interests were against them. Now it 
was time for the Congress of the United States, by 


` ‘hundred and ten million pounds sterling more than 


. could not stand one year, if we of the grain grow- 


- was first recommended by Jefferson, and first legis- 


_spoke, that he had gone into very great research to 


1816, 1824, 1828, and 1832, had been opposed by 


countervailing duties, so to modify her legislation 
as to make England throw open her ports. Adopt 
a retaliatory system, and it would not be two years 
before there would be'a total change in her system, 
and the corn laws be repealed. He was in favor 
of countervailing duties, so as to give to the far- 
mers of the United States a doublé. market—a home 
and a foreign market. He wanted to press this 
system when the bill was reported, from whatever 
committee it came up, and. without this it should 
never receive his support. If Congress would not 
take this ground in relation to the tariff of England 
and France, and adopt a countervailing duty to 
vindicate the corn, tobacco, wheat, rice, and grain- 
growing interests of this country, no bill on this floor 
should receive his approval. He here further refer- 
red to the corn Jaws of England, from the operation 
of which it was estimated that the people of Eng- 
land have to pay on meats and breadstuffs one 


_ He should be the last to oppose the manufactur- 
ing interest. No one was-more anxious than him 


the sugar, tobacco, rice, grain-growing, and the 
manufacturing interests all move on in unison toge- 
ther. “He would not protect any one interest at the 
saerifice of the rest, but he went for that legislation 
which was calculated to dispense. benefits to the 
greatest number. He was national in bis senti- 
ments and feelings, and wished to be so in his Je- 
gislation, and to adopt a-system that should be 
beneficial to the iron and coal interests of Penn- 
sylvania, as well as to the manufacturing interests 
of Lowell. 

He had thus given briefly the reasons which 
should govern his vote ; and, laboring as he was 
under severe indisposition, he would superadd but 
one or two observations. If the policy of coun- 
tervailing duties, as he proposed, should be adopt- 
ed, and England forced to relax the rigidity of her 
corn laws, whilst they would increase the great ba- 
sis of the grain and the pork-growing interest, and 
raise the tobacco interests of this country, they 
would atthe same time advance the cotton and 
manufacturing interests of the Union, would ex- 
tend the basis of consumption, and thus increase 
the power and means on the part of the consum- 
ing interest to purchase manufactures and the raw 
material; they would elevate the price of Jand— 
notonly that inthe possession of private indivi- 
duals, but the Western Government lands; and 
thus the coffers of the States, so much exhausted 
at this time, would be replenished, the credit of the 
States be elevated, their means augmented, their 
stocks elevated in market, and they be placed ina 
more favorable and expeditious mode of liquidat- 
ing their immense liabilities abroad; and, the mar- 
kets cf Europe being thrown open,-the balance of 
trade would be in our favor, and our products of 
corn, rice, and tobacco, now meeting a precarieus 
market, would flow thither for the purpose of pay- 
ing off the balance of State and corporation debts 
due there, 

An effort had been made to give a party direc- 
tion to this subject. He was sorry that some of 
his own friends had gone into that lead; it had 
started first, he believed, from the honorable gen- 
tleman from Pittsburg, [Mr. Inwix.] He had no 
objection tehis friend making as much capital 
from a protective tariff at home as he could, tut 
he did object to his exporting it out of his own 
district. [Laughter.] Of all things ever started 
in this hallit was most unwise to make a party 
question out of this. The manufacturer, of all 
things, wants stability—to go on gradually, pro- 
gressively, and surely; to know when he makes 
his investment this year what profit he will get 
next year, and to know that he is not to be over» 
thrown by changes of party. He (Mr. J.) loved 
the manufacturing interest too well to pursue the 
suicidal policy of making this a party question. 
He would not be governed by partisan considera- 
tions on questions of this sort, of great and vast 
interest to the great mass of the people of all par- 
ties. He was for deserting no position which he 
took; and for taking no hurried step. When he 
went for revenue for Government, he should 
stand by that principle, and leave manufacturers 
to judge whether they can safely embark their 
capital in this business or not. 

Tn relation to the parties of the day he had but 
little to say. “The least said was soonest mended.” 
But, ashe had been alluded to, and his defeat in 
the State of Maryland, he might be pardoned for a 
passing remark. He must say that they bad been 
defeated: he thonght the Whigs had been defeated. 
Who produced it, whether “Captain Tyler” or 
“Captain Clay,” he could not say: he had his 
opinions about it. When he went home at the 
close of the last session, he founé the Whig party 
in Maryland in a state of very general apathy— 
as cold and flinty as a barrel of frozen “hard 
cider.” [Laughter] Prometheus himself could 
not quickly have diffused warmth through the 
whole cold and inert mass. 

Mr. JOHNSON here dwelt with force and abi- 
lity, upon political events, and he concluded by 
saying that the great good of the nation, and the 


they would have to pay if her ports were open to 
these articles. It was no wonder that the people 
of England were excited, and that a great political 
revolution had been effected there, ` There- was 
more power in the Congress of the United States 
to repeal the corn laws than in the present English 
Ministry itself. We recsive her exports, and we 
have only to adopt a retaliatory system, and her 
system is convulsed to, its centre; her Ministry 


ing, consuming portions of this Union, were true 
to ourselves, and adopt a system of retaliatory du- 
tieg on England. This policy was no new one; it 


jJated on in 1812, and adopted so far as tonnage 
duties went in 1815. He read from the report of 
the Secretary of the Treasury in 1840 in support of 
this system. They had but to stand firm on this 
floor and adopt this system, and they would force 
England, whether her Ministry favor it or not, at 
once to open her ports to the great productions of 
our country. 

Another reason for the vote he should give. He. 
found, from the argument urged by the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. WintHrop,]. who last 


prove that the New England States had always re- 
pudiated the tariff system, and that the tariffs of 


a majority of the Representatives from New Eng- 
land. If that was true, why should this Congress 
force another tariff on them, to be repudiated and 
denounced as these had been? Why would they 
now force New England into the tariff system, 
when one of her ablest Representatives told them 
they had always repudiated it? 

Mr. WINTHROP. explained that the most he 
had said was.in reply to. the gentleman from South 
Carolina, (Mr. Rastr] who said that these tariffs 
were concessions to the urgent demands of the New 
England manufacturers; that in favor of them a 
majority from the New England States had not 
voted. He had made no remarks that New Eng- 
land had repudiated either of them, or was now 
opposed to a tariff, but merely stated the fact that 
all these tariffs were carried through by the votes 
of the Middle and Western States, and opposed by 
the North. The facts the gentleman was correct in, 
but the inference was net authorized. 

Mr. JOHNSON continued. The gentleman had 
said that New England did not repudiate, but only 
opposed these tariffs. He (Mr. J.) thought there 
was not much difference in the two. The gentle- 
man had said the Middle interest went for these 
tariffs. He (Mr. J.) stood here t> warn the grain- 
growing interest of North Carolina and Tennessee, 
the tobacco and corn interest of Virginia and Ma- 
ryland, the wheat interest of New York and Penn- 
sylvania, the wheat and iron interest of Ohio and 
Kentucky, and the interests of Illinois, Indiana, and 
Missouri, while the North and the South bad repu- 
diated the tariff, to look to their own benefit a little; 
and, especially by enlarging the basis of their own 
great agricultural interests, they would promote ` 
both the manufacturing and producing interests. 
Let them so legislate that England, instead of re- 
fusing our produce, shall open her poris; and 
whilst we are enabled to produce greater quantities, 
we shall have a double market, 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


to see the great interests of the ‘country flourish, . 
from the sunny South tothe snowy North; to see.. 


advancement‘of the Republic, were not-de 
on the elevation of one man, or the’ prosti 
another. -No. man'was «indispensible inst 
vernment. “He avoided. speaking of: perséns 
stood here as he did at the last session gf Cong 
and would repeat the closing remarks of the 
which he then delivered, which was prophecy 
and had now become history; that: ‘he stood h 
prepared: to do his duty and to:render lo.every man : 
the justice which’ was duehim, 0 20 : 
[A-message was received from the Senate, asking - 
the concurrence of this Honse in certain bills, the : 
titles.of which: were read, but not heard “by the 
Reporter. Sce Senate proceedings.] nase 


Mr. JOHNSON having concluded,” : 

The SPEAKER gave the floor. (there ‘being 
many competitors) to. -< s Rennes 

Mr. JOHN C. CLARK, who said that he didnot 
rise to make a speech. God forbid (continued he) 
that upon this question, and at this time, I should 
indulge in any comments upon the great questions ~ 
connected with this discussion. Dy oaks 

It must be apparent to all. gentlemen that this 
question, in- some measure, blocks legislation, ` 
Many of the committees are inactive, wailing. for: 
tbe reference of- those portions ofthe message 
which appropriately belong’ to. them: » “Phe condi-. . 
tion of the public Treasury, and’ many other.im-: 
portant considerations, call for and justify:the: 
motion I intend to make. -- bg ate 

[have not the slightest disposition to.stifle debate 
in this House; and would. not make the.motion, 
if] were not aware that, upon the report. of the 
committee, an ample and wide field-will he opened 
for gentlemen to indulge.in any latitade of remark 
which they may think proper. ce 
` I therefore, under these circumstances, move the 
previous question; and 1 hope that no gentleman 
will appeal to me to withdraw the motion. ~ Iean- 
not doso. And I shall do-gentlemen no injustice, 
Secause the time must soon arrive when this whole 
question must come up, and when they will have 
an opportunity to say all they may desire. ; 

And the question being on seconding the demand 
for the previous question. oe ao 

Mr. CLIFFORD said that, as-this was an im- 
portant question, he would move a eall of the © 
House; which was ordered. Ee aed 

And the roll having been cAlled, 190 members 
answered to their names. y A 

And the names of the absentees having been 
called, 198 members appeared to be present. . = 

Mr. LINN moved that all further. proceedings 
under the call be dispensed with. ` : 

Mr. STANLY desired to be informed: by the 
Speaker how many members were yet absent. 

The SPEAKER replied,.forty:odd. 0 oo 

Mr. STANLY hoped, he said, that furiher-pro- 
ceedings under the call would not be dispensed 
with. -There were too many Georgians absent 
yet. 

And the question being taken on the motion of 
Mr. Linn, it was decided in the negative. 

So the House refused to suspend further pro- 
ceedings on the call. 

The doors of the Hall were then ordered to be 
closed. 

And some excuses were received; E 

When Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS, “at. the re- 
quest, he said, of a number of gentlemen around 
him, moved thatall further proceedings.on the call 
be dispensed with. ped 

Which motion prevailing, all further . proceed- 
ings were dispensed with. ; PARE. 

‘And the doorsof the Hall were again opened, > 

The question recurring on the demand of Mr. J. 
C. Crank for the previous question, 02.0, 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS rose-.and said he 
had a request to make of the gentleman from New 
York, (Mr. Cranx;] that be would withdraw his 
demand for the previous question, M order that be 
(Mr. W.) might have an opportunity of saying a 
few words. He did not intend to make a speech. 

Mr. J. ©. CLARK. said. that at the request of 
nis friend, [Mr. WiLeums,] who proposed. not to 
make a speech, but simply to make a few remarks, 
he (Mr..€.) would withdraw the motion, with ths 
understanding that the gentleman would renew- it. 
"Mr. WILLIAMS having pledged himself to do 


“go;'and the demand for the ptevious question peing f 


“thus:withdrawpj: c ecn BS Sates Ue 

= Mrs W, said, that if he had a speech to..make, 
“he would not make it-on this question, because he 
did: not-believe-it was debatable. He believed that 
the:swhole discussion was-entirely out of order;but, 
ag the Speaker had justly remarked the other day, 
the debate had been allowed to go on so, far that it 


would be impossible to. arrest it without an imputa- 


tion,of. partiality. — : 5 an 
- “Phe only temark he. wished.to make was this; 
that the question beforethe House was a question 


‘of reference solely, not involving in any degree the © 


question of the amount of revenue.” Suppose, sir, 
(continued Mr. W.) that this subject shouid be re- 
ferred to the Committee of Ways and Means; and 
suppose that they should make a report laying an 
average duty of thirty per cent. ‘Suppose, on the 
other -hand,. that the Committee on Manufactures 
should make. a report, laying an average duty of 
twenty-five per cent. -Which then will be the duty 
proposed for protection? According to the theory 
of gentlemen here, the Committee of Ways and 
Means: would. be the committee to propose a high 
protective duty. I repeat that this is. merely a 
question of reference; and as to the question whe- 
ther the duty shail be high or low, that question 
can arise only after a bill is reported. If the Com- 
miitee on Manufacturesshould report a bill propos- 
ing to lay exorbitant duties, it will be in my power to 
‘vote against:it just as easily and as readily as if it 
had come from the Committee of Ways and 
Means. -> i 


Ishall, therefore, vote to refer this subject to the 

Committee on Manufactures, believing, as I do, 
, thatthe amount of duty is not at all involved in 
the question now to be decided. 
- I renew the demand for the previous question. 

And the question being on that motion, 

Mr. BARNARD put an inquiry to the Chair not 
heard by the Reporter. 


_Mr. RHETT remarked (as the Reporter under- 
stood) that when he bad offered his irstructions as 
an amendment to the preposiiion of the gentleman 
from New Hampshire (Mr. ATHERTON] he (Mr. 
R.) had expressly Ceclared that he did so with a 
view of opening the whole subject, and withdrew 
the same. f 

So the instructions were withdrawn. 

Mr. FILLMORE thereupon modified his resolu- 
tion (in accordance with the suggestion heretofore 
made by Mr. Sampson Mason) to read as follows: 

Resolved, That so much thereof as relates to discriminating 
duties and domestic manufactures be referred to the Committee 
on Manufactures, 2 

A brief conversation ensued between the SPEAKER 
and Mr. Unprrwoop on a question of order. 

When the question on seconding the demand for 
the previons question was taken, (by tellers, Messrs. 
Sorters of Maryland, and Tatiarerro of Virginia 
acting in that capacity.) 

And the SPEAKER announced the vote as fol- 
lows—ayes 88, noes 88, [a tie.] 

And the SPEAKER voted in the affirmative. 

So the vote stood ayes 89, noes 88. 

And there wasa second to the demand for the 
previous question. 

The question then recurred on ordering the main 
question. 

Mr. RHETT asked the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered. 

Mr. ARNOLD rose and appealed to the House 
not to sustain the demand for ihe previous ques- 
tion. He had himself a great desire to make some 
remarks. He had been assailed personally in the 
course of the debate, and the State which he ia 
part represented had been assailed. He hoped he 
would be allowed the privilege of reply. 

The SPEAKER said the question was not deba- 

| table. 


Mr. ARNOLD said he was aware of that fact. | 


He had merely wished to appeal to the House not 
to withhold the opportunity of reply. 

The SPEAKER, in reply to a question by Mr. 
Horains, explained that, if the main question 
should not now be ordered, the effect would be to 
throw the subject-matter over for this day, and the 
question would again be opened for debate to- 
morrow, 
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Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS. 


It comes up pre- 
cisely as it was to-day? ET Es = 


i" ‘The SPEAKER assented... 


And the question, “Shall the main question be 
now pul?” was taken, and decided in the afirma- 
tive as follows: -> a Š ee 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Landaf W. 
Andrews, Sherlock J. Andrews, Aycrigg, Babcock, 
Baker, Batnard, Barton, Beeson, Blair, Boardman, 
Borden, Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, Jeremiah 
Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, Casey, Childs, Chitten- 


| den, John C. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, Coles, 


Cooper, Cowen, Cravens, Garrett Davis, Deberry, 
Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, A. Lawrence Fos- 
ter, Gates, Giddings, Goggin, Patrick G. Goode, 
Graham, Granger, Green, Gustine, Gwin, William 
S. Hastings, Henry, Hudson, Hunt, William W. 
Irwin, Janes, Cave Johnson, John P. Kennedy, 
Lane, Lawrence, Linn, Samson Mason, Mathiot, 
Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Morrow, Osborne, 
Owsley, Parmenter, Pendleton, Powell, Ramsey, 
Benjamin Randall, Alexander Randall, Ridgway, 
Rodney, William Russell, J. N. Russell, Salton- 
sall, Shepperd, Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, 
Sollers, Stanly, Stokely, Stratton, Alexander H. H. 
Stuart, John T. Stuart, Summers, Taliaferro, John 
B. Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, 
Toland, fomlinson, Triplett, Trambull, Van Rens- 
selaer, Wallace, Washington, Watterson, Thomas 
W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Winthrop, Au- 
gustus Young, and John Young—101. 


Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Milton 
Brown, Burke, Sampson H. Butler, William Baut- 
ler, William O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Pat- 
rick ©. Caldwell, John Campbell, William B. 
Camptell, T. J. Campbell, Caruthers, Chapman, 
Clifford, Clinton, Cross, Cushing, Daniel, Richard 
D. Davis, Dawson, Dean, Doan, Doig, Eastman, 
John ©. Edwards, Ferris, John G. Floyd, ©. A. 
Floyd, Fornance, Thomas F. Foster, Gamble, Gen- 
try, Wiiliam O. Goode, Gordon, Habersham, Har- 
ris, John Hastings, Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, 
Houck, Hourtor, Hubard, Hunter, James Irvin, 
Jack, William Cost Johnson, Andrew Kennedy, 
Lewis, Lowell, Abraham McClellan, Robert Me. 
Clellan, McKay, Marchand, Alfred Marshall, 
Mathews, Medill, Meriwether, Miller, Morris, 
Newhard, Payne, Plumer, Pope, Proffit, Reding, 
Reynelds, Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, Roosevelt, San- 
ford, Saunders, Shaw, William Smith, Snyder, 
Steenrod, Sumter, Sweeney, Jacob Thompson, 
Turney, Underwood, Van Buren, Ward, Warren, 
Weller, Westbrook, James W. Williams, Christo- 
pher H.- Williams, Joseph L. Williams, and 
Woos—97. 

So the main question was ordered to be now 
put. 

And the main question being first on the amend- 
ment of Mr. ATHERTON— : 

M£ BRIGGS was understood to submit to the 
Speaker that the motion of the gentleman from 
New Hampshire [Mr. ATHERTON] was a distinct 
proposition to. refer the subject to another com- 
Mitiee; that it was to be regarded in the light of 
a distinct sum; and that the question must first be 
put on the committee first named. 

The SPEAKER decided otherwise, seeing, he 
said, nothiag in the rule to give preference to the 
Commiitee on Manufactures, 

Mr. WOOD moved that the House adjcurn. 

Mr. FILLMORE asked the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

And the names of a few members having been 
called— 

Mr. WOOD, by general consent, withdrew his 
motion to adjourn. 

The question then recurred on the main ques- 
tion, being firston the amendment of Mr. ATHER- 
von to strike out from the resolution of Mr. Firu- 
more the words “Committee on Manufactures,” 
and insert in lieu thereof the words ‘Committee of 
Ways and Means.” 

Mr. GRAHAM, of Norih Carolina, asked the 
years and nays; which were ordered, and, being 
taken, resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atherton, Bowne, Boyd, Brew- 
ster, Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, Burke, 
Sampson H. Butler, William Butler, William O. 


NAYS—Messrs. Arnold, Atherton, Bidlack, 


“Il Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick ©. Caldwell, 


John: Campbell, William B. Campbell, Thomas 
J. Campbell, Caruthers, Cary, Casey, Chapman, 
Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Cross, Daniel, Richard D. 
Davis, Dawson, Dean, Deberry, Doan, Doig, East- 
man, John C. Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, John G. 


| Floyd, Charles A, Floyd, Thomas F. Foster, 


Gamble, Gentry, Goggin, William O. Goode, Gra- ` 
ham, Gwin, Habersham, Harris, John Hastings, 
Hays, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubard,; Hun. 
ter, William Cost Johnson, Cave Johnson, An- 
drew Kennedy, Lewis, Lowell, Abraham Mc- 
Clellan, Robert McClellan, McKay, Alfred Mar- 
shall, Mathews, Medill, Meriwether, Miller, Payne, 
Profit, Reding, Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, 
Roosevelt, Sanford, Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, 
William Smith, Steenrod, A. H. H. Stuart, 
John T. Stuart, Sumter, Sweney, Taliaferro, 
Jacob Thompson, Turney, Van Buren, Ward, 
Warten, Washington, Watterson, Weller, Chris- 
topher. H. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, and 
W ood—-95. ; aN 

_ NAYS.—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Landaf W. 
Andrews, Sherlock, J. Andrews, Arnold, Babcock, 
Baker, Beeson, Bidlack, Birdseye, Blair, Board. 
man, Borden, Briges, Brockway, Bronson, J. 
Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, Childs, Chiitenden, 
John ©. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, Cooper, Cowen, 
Cranston, Cravens, Cushing, Garrett Davis, Eve- 
rett, Fessenden, Fillmore, Fornance, A. Lawrence 
Foster, Gates, Giddings, Patrick G. Goode, 
Granger, Green, Gustine, W., S. Hastings, Henry, 
Hudson, Hunt, James Irvin, William W. Irwin, 
Jack, James, Keim, John P. Kennedy, Lane, 
Lawrence. Linn, Marchand, T. F. Marshall, 
Samson Mason, Mathict, Mattocks, Maxwell, 
Maynard, Morris, Morrow, Newhard, Osborne, 
Owsley, Parmenter, Partridge, Pendleton, Plumer, 
Pope, Powell, Ramsay, Benjamin Randall, Alex- 
ander Randall, Ridgway, Rodney, William Rus- 
sell, James M. Russell, Saltonstall, Simonton, 
Siade, Truman Smith, Snyder, Stanly, Stokely, 
Stratton, Summers, John B. Thompson, Richard 
W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, 
Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, 
Wallace, Westbrook, Thomas W. Williams, 
James W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Winthrop, 
Augustus Young, and John Young—104. 

So the amendment was rejected. l 

And the question recurred and was taken on the 
modified resolution of Mr. Fittmors, and it was 
adopted without a division. 

So it was 

Resolved, That so much thereof [i, e. of the President’s mes- 


sage] as relates to discriminating duties and domestic manufac: 
tures be referred to the Committee on Manufactures, 


[Nore -For the information of the general 
reader, the Reporter annexes the names of the 
members composing the committee: 

Committee on Manufactures —Messrs. LEVERETT 
SALTONSTALL of Massachusetts, Josepa L. Tik- 
LINGHAST of Rhode Island, Josers F. RANDOLPH of 
New Jersey, Wittiam SLADE of Vermont, Hiaam 
P. Hont of New York, Tuos. Henry of Pennsyi- 
vania, Richanp W. Hapensnam of Georgia, 
Aaron V. Brown of Tennessee, Patrick C. Catp« 
WELL of South Carolina.] 

Mr. BRIGGS moved that the House adjourn; 
but waived the motion at the request of 

The SPEAKER, who laid before the House a 
letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, trans- 
mitting a report from F. R. Hassler, esq. superin- 
tendent of the coast survey, showing the progress 
made in the work up to this time. Laid upon the 
table and ordered to be printed. “ 

Mr. ADAMS moved a few extra copies for the 
use of Mr. Hassler; which gave rise to a conver- 
sation between Mr. A. and Mr. CUSHING, (and 
scarcely heard by the Reporter.) e 

At the earnest solicitation of Mr. ADAMS, the 
House took up and adopted seriatim the following 
resolutions, composing the residue of those origi- ’ 
nally offered by Mr. Fizimors, fer the reference of 
the President’s message: s 

6. Resolved, That so much thereof as relates to the plan of 
finance be referred to the select committee on that subject. 
_ 7, Resolved, That so much thereof as relates to the Army, 
fortifications, and Florida war, be referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs; and that such parts of the documents accom- 
panying ithe message as relate to the establishment of a 


National foundry, be referred to the select committee on that 
subject 


*8,-Reséleed, That so much thereof. as: relates:to the Navy 
and maritime defences:of the country be veferred to the Com- 


mittee On Naval Affairs. 


9.: Resolved, That so. much thereof as relates to the Post 


Office esjablishment be referred. to the Committee on the Post. 


Office.and Post Roads. ; 

.10, ‘Resolved, That so much thereof as relates to the Smith- 
soñian legacy be referred w the select committee on that sub- 
ject. : . : 
11. :Resolved, That so much thereof as relates to the District 
ot se ae be referred to the Committee on the District of Co- 

umbia, . ; 3 


The following additional resolution was offered 
by Mr. COOPER of Pennsylvania, and adopted: 
Resolved, That so much of the President’s message and ac+ 
companying documents.as relates to Indian affairs; aiso that so 
much of the President’s message as was referred to the Com- 
mittee onIndian Affairs at the late extra session and not then 
acted‘upon, be again referred tosaid committee. y í 
And then, on motion of Mr. BRIGGS, 


The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. . 
Turspay, January 4, 1841. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a petition from citi- 
zens of Buffalo, in the State of New York, pray- 
ing that Congress will, by a resolution, request the 
President of „the United. States to intercede in be- 
half of the American prisoners now. confined at 
‘Van Dieman’s land, in Australia. 

Mr. MANGUM, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, reported in favor of printing the report of the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, ard the 
‘message from the . President touching the question 
of mutual right of search. 

Mr. McRORERTS presented a petition from ci- 
tizens of Illinois, praying for the establishment of a 
mail route from Jerseyville to s in that Sta‘e: 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. - 

Mr. HUNTINGTON presented the petition of 
Roger Barrow, praying for the arrearages of pen- 
sions due to his father, for services rendered by him 
during the Revolution: referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the Committee on 
Claims was. discharged froi the consideration of 
the memorial of Captain Wm. H. Shreve, and all 
the papers referred to a select committee of five, to 
be appointed by the Chair. 

On motion of Mr, FIERCE, it was ordered that 
the petition of Lydia Rose, praying the revival and 
continuation of the pension under the law of 1838, 
be taken from the fises, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

On the motion of Mr. PIERCE, it was resolved 
-that the Committee on Public Lands be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill 
for the relief of the heirs and legal representatives 
of John Peter, deceased. 

On motion of Mr. STURGMION, it was ordered 
that the papers relating to the claim of John ©. 
Reynolds, be taken {rom the files and referred to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. SMITH of Indiana, ordered 
that the petition and papers of Zadock Smith of 
Indiana, for services on the Cumberland Road, be 
taken from the files and referrcd to the Committee 
on Claims, 

Mr. SMITH also introduced a resolution, which 
was adopted, directing an inguiry into the expedi- 
ency of granting bounty land to the heirs of Arechi- 
bald Parker, deceased, of Indiana, who was a sol- 
dier of the late war. 

Ono motion of Mr. LUNN, it was ordered, 
That the petition of Thomas M. Isett, pray- 
ing to have refunded him the amount of pur- 
chase money paid for a tract of land illegally sold 

_ by the Register and Receiver at Burlington, Iowa, 
‘be taken from the files of the Senate and referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

On motion of Mr. LINN, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury send to the So- 
nate a statement of the quantity of public lands in Missouri, re- 
served from sale in casés where the lines of private survey of 
claims derived from France and Spain interfere with public 
surveys; and whether, in bis opinion, such fractional parts of 
the public domain are liable to the operation of any pre-emp- 
tion laws, and what injury would result to public or private 


rights by extending the benefiis of such a law to the settlers ca 


such fractions. 

Mr. LINN submitted the following resolution, 
which, as it would no doubt give rise to debate, he 
moved to lay on the table for the presen!: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
guested to give the notice to the British Government which the 


‘of 1829 requires, ‘in order to put an end to the treaty 
for the joint occupation of Oregon, west ofthe Rocky Moun- 
tains andwhich territory is now possessed and used by the Britich 
Hudson Bay Company, to the ruin of the American Indian 
and fur waders in that quarter, and conflicting with our inland 
commerce with the internal provinces of Mexico.‘ 


Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on Pub- 
Lands, moved that that Committee be discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition of 
Jobu S.. Day,’a Canadian refugee, praying an al- 
lewance of bounty land for his services as a volun- 
teer ia the late war with Great Britain. 

At the request of Mr. YOUNG, the question 
of discharging the committee was laid over for the 
present. ©. æ 

Mr. WALKER presented the memorial of the 
Grand Guif Railroad Company, relative to the re- 
mission and refunding of duties on railroad iron: 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. McROBERTS, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, reported back to the 
Senate without amendment, the bili for the relief 
of H. Cunningham. 3 

Mr. YOUNG, on leave, introduced a bill to 
amend the 8th section of the act appropriat- 
ing the proceeds of the sales of the public lands 
among the States, and granting pre-emption rights 
to settlers; which provides for the disposal of the 
proceeds to be distributed among the States for the 
purpose of internal improvement, so that the Go- 
vernor of Illinois may proceed inthe execution of 
his duty without convening the Legislature of that 
State; which was read a first and a second time, 
and referred: to'the Committee on the Pablic 
Lands. 


P: titions were also presented by Mr. CHOATE, | 
and Mr, KER: the names of the petitioners and the | 


purport of the petitions were not heard. 

Tue following engrossed bills were taken up, 
reed the third time, and passed, viz: 

The bill allowing drawbacks on merchadise ex- 
ported in original packages to Chihuahua and 
Sania Fe in Mexico; 

‘Ene bill to provide for the allowance of invalid 
pensions to certain Cherokee warriors, under the 
provisions of the 14th Article of the treaty of 
1835; and 

The biil granting a pension to William Rand. 

The dill granting a pension to Margaret Barnes, 
the widow of Elijah Barnes, was taken up as in 


committee of the whole, but was laid by without | 


action thereon. 
Engrossed bill for the relief of Mary Snow was 
taken up, as in Committee of the Whole. 
On motion of Mr. KING, the report was read. 
Mr. BATES remarked that the bill had passed 


the Senate before; and he believed the evidence on | 
which the commitiee came to the conclusion to re- | 


port the bill, would be found satisfactory. 
Mr. KING said, if the evidence was satisfactory, 


Desartment. The Commissioner, however, had 
refused to pass favorably upon the claim, because 


it was a proper subject for the acticn of the Pension’ | 
i 


thy evidence to sustain it was not sufficient. It was | 


wrong in principle to take up those cases rejected | 


by the Department for the want of evidence, and 
pass them here. 
referred beck to the Depariment. 

Mr. BATES replied that the evidence was such 
as to satisfy the committee that the claim of the 
widow to a pension was just; that it had hereto- 
fore passed the Senate, and at other times the 
House. 

Mr. CALHOUN thought that they ought not to 
appeal from the decivion of the Department; that 
the rules of evidence established by it to prevent 
frauds sould not be set aside by the legislation of 
Congress. 

Mr. PIERCE spoke of the hardships growing 


out of the section of the Department in some cases. 


be 


The Committee on Pensions, he contended, was |; 


ted for the expres: purpose of taking into 
cvnsideraiion claims in themselves just, that 
could not be admitted by the Deparment, 
owing to the striciness of the rules of evidence. 
He was glad to see the vigilance of the Senator from 
Alabama [Mr. Kina] and the Senator from South 
Carolina [Mr. Canncun.] He agreed with them 
that great vigilance was necessary to prevent the 
passage of fraudulent claims through the insiru- 


Tisbenid net be acted on, but į 


| the clain. 


| sume that he had served two years. 


er of Pensions “rejected the bill -beca 
there -was : no evidence. that. there: 
vices : performed. after- his marriage 
was any such evidence, the claim. shoul 
referred.back to the Commissioner; and: if 
dence was gcod, he had no doubt the Commissione 
would render full justice. If the claim: was an. 
equitable. one, and had been rejected by hi 
technical grounds, then there would’ be propriety 
in the committee reversing his decision; but if. it 
was rejected on- ibe broad ground. of principle, 
then that decision should not be set aside. - When- 
ever a Subject was a proper one for the action of 
the Department, it should not be taken from it.’ 
On motion of Mr. CALHOUN, the bill was laid 
on the table, be oe aid 
The bill for the relief of Joseph Bassett was then 
taken up by the Senate as in Committee of the 
Whole. SEOS PIEU Fe ake 
Mr. CALHOUN remarked that this was:another 
case which had been rejected by the Department, 
because there’ was not sufficient evidence of service. 
He hoped it would also be laid on the table... He 
knew, by experience, of the various frauds which 
were attempted- to be’ committed by theingennsity 
of agents through testimony, who purchased up 
the claims t:roughout the country. He was.for 
throwing all such claims back upon the proper 
Department, where¢frauds could be more readily 


| detected. , 


Mr. BATES remarked that the rules of the. De- 
partment were so strict that in many cases injus- 
tice wis done. The committee was satisfied from 
the evidence that the claim wasa just one. The 
evidence was not conclu:ive as to any specific 
length of service, but was suflicieutly strong for 
the committee to assume the fact that he served 
two years atleast. He hed no objection to laying 
the bill on the table till it could be examined by 
the Senator from South Carolina. ee 

Mr. CALHOUN asked, was not the Senator 
aware of the fact that cases of this nature are fre- 
quently referred by the Commissioner to the. Se- 
cretary of War, who sometimes relaxes where 
there was equity in the claim? He had done so 
where there was a rational doubt. tas W 

Mr. BATES replied that the Commissioner or 
Secretary never relaxed, 

Mr. CALHOUN recounted the abuses under the 
pension law, and much arese out of the testimony 
where there was no record, and where they have to 
depend on the memory; and they all knew, how 
dim and imperfect that was when the advanced 
age of those testifying was considered. : , 

Mr. PIERCE, to show how far the head of the 
Department had relaxed, stated that he had re- 
fused the claim, but gent a letter to the commite- 
tee, in which he stated it was probably a case of 
equity. 

Mr. CALHOUN remarked that it was nota 
question of equity, but merely a question of testi- 
mony. He coccluded by moving to lay the billon 
“hich was refused by ayes 13, noes 14. 
tiil was then reported to the Senate, without 
amencment; and the question being, “Shall the bill 
be engrossed for a third readipg?” on that 

Mr. CALHOUN demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. p` 

Mr. PRENTISS farther explained the nature of 
Tre Commissioner refused to grant the 
pension to the widow, because the testimony did 
not prove any specific length of service of the hus- 
band. The object of the committee was, to review 
cases in which errors might be committed. by the 
Commissioner, 5 i 

Mr. CALHOUN said, as there was not proof that 
he had served the precise time oftwo- years, cr any 
pariiculer ume, but that he had served some time, 
he did not think the committee could correctly as- 
He hoped the 


bill would be laid on the table. 

The yeas and nays. were then ordered on the 
question; and were—yeas 27, nays 13. 

So-ihe bill was ordered to be engro:sed for a 
third reading. 


tem. then announced the 
; $ ay, being tHe proposition ‘to ‘refer to, 
a Select Commitee of rine the plan for an Exche- 
quer-Bank. >} j ee ; 
. Mr. BATES shid would have been more 
agreable for him ip have said on yesterday what he 
intended on the question befdre the Senate. The 
question was simply whether the subject should be 
referred to. a` select ‘commitiee of ‘nine: This 
was the question, and the only one’ which was be- 
fore them—though the measure to be referred 
was, iti itself, a momentous and important‘one, It 
‘was to be expected that-the Senators on the other 
side would avail themselves of the opportunity to 
- express their views on the report of the Secretary, 
It may have been proper for them. to do so. But 
he ‘had listened with surprise and astonishment at 
‘the course of those on the side of ihe Se- 
nate with whom he has been acting. He viewed 
their conduct with pain and mortification. From 
such course, no good could possibly result; but on 
the contrary, unmitigated and unmixed evil. It 
had filled him with despondency and apprehension. 
It led him to belive that nothing could be done 
on this subject, which of all others the coun- 
try demanded their action upon. It was of mo- 
mentous importance to that country that ac- 
tion, full, deliberate, and grave, should be had 
‘upon it. He did not however rise to debate the 
subject-matter’ of the report, but to present his 
views on thepropriety of its reference. The feport 
of the Secretary, however, presents to. Congress in 
an intelligible form, the views of the Presidentona 
measure of vast interest to the people of this coun- 
try. His views are concurred in by the Cabinet. 
And when he reflected on what were the constitu- 
tional views of the President, he thought it did not 
deserve the censure with which it was met. The 
report assumes no tone of dictation—it arrogates 
to itself no claim to perfection, and expressly in- 
vites moditication. It leaves to Congress to adopt, 
to modify, or to change it at pleasure. He, there- 
fore, thought it should meet from Congress impar- 
tial, grave, and respectful consideration. The 
measure itself may be all right or al! wrong. He 
‘was not then prepared to say which. It proposes a 
plan bearing upon the distress of the nation, and 
was therefore entitled to consideration; and he, for 
one, did not feel at liberty, on a question of refe- 
Tence to a committee, to commit himself to its sup- 
port or rejection, He wished all the light which 
the public press and the public mind could throw 
upon it. He wished to know the views of practical 
men upon it; and he wanted a report of an intel- 
ligent committee before he was prepared to act, 
When that report was made, there might be so 
little of a banka power of receiving deposites 
or issuing of notes, or of discounting under the form 
of exchanges—that his friend from Connecticut 
{Mr. Huwtineron] would himself supportit. The 
proper course then was to sendit toa committee, 
who were uncommitted and unprejudiced, and they 
hada right to expect that that report would an- 
Swer some good purpose. What the scholars, the 
critics, say of this report, here or elsewhere, is not 
of much importance. Had the power been given 
him to make it, he should not care what they said 
of it. It is before the Senate, and before the 
world, and it speaks for itself. That is enough. 
The country requires some action upon it—some- 
thing for its relief. The President proposes a plan. 
The Democratic party say their substitute for it is 
the Sub-freasury;and what have the friends on our 
side of the house as a substitute? Nothing at all. 
He took it for granted that for years t9 come a 
bank of discaunt was out of the question; and he 
believed if the report of the Secretary was not 
adopied as a basis for some measure, they would, 
after siaying there six months, do rething for the 
relief of the country. The responsibility of Sena- 
tors, in-view of the condition of things, was appal- 
ling. He was oppressed with sadzess of heart, 
when he reflected on it. Something must be done 
for the relief of the country, or at least it was their 
duty to make an effort to accomplish something. 
That was what, in his jodgment, was required at 
their hands. It required, in the language of the 
Senator from North Carolina, that by-gone things 
should be by-gone. The country feels that the 


evil of the day is Sufficient. What has passed is 
history. The country. demanded at their hands 


another thing—the exercise of elevated patriotism. 


They should, therefore, sacrifice all personal and 
selfish ends, all hopes and expectations of that cha- 
racter.. If there was any thing on:earth entitled 
to respect, it was the nobleness of mind in a states- 
man who forgets his own cauce for the cause of the 


country. Tosuch a man he was always willing to 


OW. ; $ 
The country demanded another thing—not only 
that the Whigs. should act, but unitedly. It was 
not for him to assume the Character of adviser, but 
he wished to be permittedto express a hope that the 
projet of the President would not thus prematurely 
receive. further denunciatory discussion at the 
hands of the friends with whom be was proud to 
act. He was for trying to do something, though 
he feared nothing would be done. He believed the 
country would sustain them if they got the best 
measure they cculd under the circumstances, and 
leave it for modification and amendment hereaf- 
ter, such as its operation may develope as neces- 
sary. He, for one, was not content to put all to 
the hazard of establishing a Bank of the United 
States, or Sub-Treasury, hereafter, but was for 
acting now. He seriously believed the fate of the 
Whig party depended on the course they pursued 
on this measure; that if they accomplished some- 
thing, under the circumstances, the people would 
sustain them, but if otherwise, they would cast 
them cff. He refrained from any reply to the ar- 
guments of his friends against the measure, and 
expressed a hope that it would be referred. 

Mr. BARROW admitted that a plan of currency 
and exchanges was one of difficulty; and, aware of 
that, he was in favor of old-fashioned experience. 
In the present state of the country, he was for re- 
ferring to the history of the past to ascertain what 
was done when the country was once before over- 
whelmed with similar calamities. Then but one 
remedy was resorted to, and that wasa Bank of 
the United States, He, for one, was tired of expe- 
riments—the people were sick of them. The Sub- 


Treasury was the last; and that was put down by’ 


the voice of the people in the late Presidential elec- 
tion. That ought to preclude any scheme to re. 
vive it. Could it be thought that the people de- 
manded merely a change of men, and not of mea- 
sures? Was it not equally decided by the pecple 
at the Presidential election, that besides a change 
of men and the rejection of the Sub-Treasury, they 
were to have a Bank of the United States? He 
denied that the elections last fall indicated any 
change of sentiment on the part of the people. The 
apathy at these elections was the necessary result 
of the defeat of their favorite measure—the prin- 
cipal and vital measure of the extra session. A 
Bank of the United States, it was said, could not 
meet the views of the President. Ata future day 
he would bave little difficulty in showing that the 
President was mistaken in believing that the Con- 
stitution interposed any barrier between him and 
his party, as to bis adoption of a Bank ef the 
United States called for by the people. As to the 
report now under discussion, and the bill accompa- 
nying it, be held that the President was Tesporsi- 
ble for all that both contained. He held him re- 
sponsible, not only for every word of the re por!, but 
for every provision of the bill. The Secretary of 
the Treasury says very plainly that he only sub- 
mits to Congress the views of the President. When 
it first sppeared, he (Mr. Barrow) took it up to 
read with a hope—though not without misgivings 
—that after a reeess of three months, devoted to 
maturing a project, he could find in it something to 
authorize his advecacy; but he had not perused two 
pges of it, till he threw it down in disgust—his 
cheek buring with the blush of shame, to find such 
a plan. recommended by a Whig President. It ap- 
pears that even if there were no constitutional seru- 
ples, a Bank of the United States would not now 
be recommended. 

He asked the country, especially the Whigs of 
the country, what do they now think of the Presi. 
dent’s two veto messages? What has occurred 
since to change the condition of the country, and 
render that inexpedient which was then necessary? 
What has occurred to prevent him now recom- 


mending a Bank, that did not exist when he did re- ` 
‘commend one? He had no objection to a Bank of 
the United States then, except constitutional seru- 
ples. In one of those veto messages, Congress was 
told the President was acting under the highest 
moral and religious -obligations—such as no man 
could disregard without forfeiting public confi- 
dence and the respect of all honorable men. . Now, 
he (Mr. Barrow) always doubted when he heard 
political men resorting to moral and religious obli- 
gations as excuses for not fulfilling their political 
obligations. “What had he to do with religion and 
morality in such matters? The Constitution was 
his Bible, and there alone he should look for justi- 
fication. He (Mr. Barrow) could not now en- 
dorse the President’s plan, for he made ita rile of 
his life not to endorse a second time for any one 
who let his first endorsement be dishonored. He 
had given in his own veto messages the very 
strongest grounds on which to oppose this bill. He 
promised that at this session he would present 
something to act per se all over the Union; and 
now he offers a per se Sub-Treasury. For if this 
bill be passed, and the States pass laws prohibiting 
the establishment or continuance of agencies with. 
in their borders, what more or less would this mea- 
sure be; but a Sub-Treasary, per se? This bill was 
nothing else -but a Sub-Treasury. What States 
would sanction agencies, to the destruction of their 
own institutions, on the only safe and profitable 
business they enjoyed? The exchange clause will 
be a nullity. The burden of the first veto mes- 
sage was, that the Federal Government had no 
right to impose branches on sovereign States, 
presuming their assent in the absence of their 
dissent. The Executive dwelt long on that 
point. No such hesitation now exists; but in 
this bill he marches forward—and what is 
his language to the same sovereign States? 
Does it manifest the same tenderness and deli- 
cacy for the sovereign States? No; the officers 
of the Federal Government are to march forward 
within the limits of the sovereign States and esta- 
blish agencies—two in each—and maintain them 
there, absorbing the business which sustains State 
banks, till the respective Legislatures enact laws to 
expel them. But let these agencies be once esta~ 
blished, and what chance would the States ever 
have of getting rid of them? They can have no 
chance of escaping from them; he would as soon 
think of escaping trem the paws of a half famish- 
ed bear. Once established, no laws will be passed 
to dislodge them. And here the atguments of the 
President's veto messages come into play against 
hisown Exchequer scheme. One branch of State 
Legislature might pass a bill with a large majority 
to expel the Exchequer agents from the State. A 
tie vote or the dissent of the Senate might defeat 
it. Orboth branches might pass the bill, and the 
Governor might veto it. The main features of the 
bill present nothing but a Sub-Treasury, and the 
monstrous power behind of buying bilis of ex- 
change, which is nothing but discounting notes, so 
strongly denouneed in the veto messages. How 
any Senator or Representative opposed to a Bank 
of the United Siates can be willing to advecate 
this monstrous project, was a thing incomprehen- 
sible to him, No Federalist that ever lived in this 
nation had ever had the hardihood to recommend 
such an institution. General Hamilton, an honest 
man, though in favor of a strong Government, 
never would have dared to suggest sucha plan as 
this. Even Sir Robert Peel, with all his high 
tory notions, and living under an aristocratic _mo- 
narchy, would not ‘dare to recommend to` the 
British Parliament a bank contaiaing such mon- 
strous powers. If he did, a vote of the House 
of Commons would <peedily compel him to resign. 
And he thought the Prime Ministers of this country 
that sanctioned this bill ought too to resign——he 
meant the Cabinet—and if they did, not being in- 
tolerant, after evidence of some repentance, they 
might be reinstated, within the term of the thirty 
days prescribed for exchange notes to run by this 
bill. Congress was told this bill ought to be 
adopted because it does not create any corporation, 
and it does not require Congress to part with any 
of its powers—the bill being repealable at pleasure. 
And on these grounds, it is argued that the institu- 


ie 


tion will not be'a bank. But these are not neces- 
sarily what constitute a bank. It is the power of 
receiving deposites—or issuing a paper curreucy— 
` and of dealing in bills of exchange, whether in the 
shapé of promissory notes or not. These are the 
characteristics of a bank, and these are all essen- 
tial features of this plan.: If this bill does not 
create a corporation, itconfers on this Govern- 
ment powers inconsistent with civil liberty; and if 
abused—not saying that the present President 
would abuse these powers, but taking the broad 
grounds of human liability to temptation—the in- 
stitutions of the couniry might receive a deadly, a 
fatal blow. ; 
One feature of the measure is, that individuals 
are to be restricted, as to time and distance, in 
their dealings with the institution; but the Govern- 
ment is not to be restricted at allinits dealings 
with individuals. Their bills of exchange are to 
be limited to thirty days’ date, or thirty days? 
sight, according to distance. But the Government 
may sell its bills at any date, twelve months if ne- 
cessary, or more, and all over the Union. 
` will be a means of prostrating all the banks of the 
_ country, should the Government, in the hands of 
any party, be made the instrument of partisans for 
for any purposes. ay 

Under the exchange provision in this bill, the 
Government had. power to prostrate any and every 
bank in the Union. When it stepped in, at New 
Orleans, for example, to operate for itself, and 
consumed the exchange for itself which might be 
necessary, the exchange which belonged to the 
legitimate trade would be found to be monopolized 
by the Government. It would control the market. 
The Government could run upon the banks, by 
offering bills on New York, and thus crush them. 
New York was the great settling house of this na- 
tion for commerce and for all other business: 
Charleston, Mobile, New Orleans, all settled there. 
If there were not Government funds in New York 
when the drafts were made, the Government, 
through its New York agency, could draw on its 
agencies elsewhere, and thus control the exchanges 
everywhere. 

_ The limitations in the bill, too, were the merest 
cobwebs in. the world. One drawing of a bill 
might be succeeded by another, and that bya third, 
io the end of the year; and whoever belonged to 
the right political church could repeal the Dill. 
Then, as to the power of repeal. There was such 
a power conferred on the President of the United 
States by the Constitution as a veto power; but, in 
a bill like this, it would very different from a Bank 
of the United States. The Government—the party 
in power—would preserve it, and make it perma- 
nent; and they who think differently (said Mr. B.) 
have.a better opinion of human nature than I have. 

He had. discovered, before this measure came 
forward, the strongest disposition on the part of the 
President to withdraw his confidence from the 
party of which he (Mr. Barrow) is a member; but 
he now saw in this gigantic scheme, an evidence of 
something worse than his withdrawal. So far from 
looking to him now as the head of the Whig party, 
which kad elevated him to power, he could not 
recognise him as belonging to that party any 
more. Henow called upon the Whigs to separate 
themselves from him. He did not know what the 
Whig party might do in reference to this measure; 
but he knew what he was himself resolved on 
doing, Let others do as they may, I am for a se- 
paration, a vinculo matrimonii, and believe there 
has been one a mensa et thoro. Whatever may 
have been the decision of the people in relation to 
the Executive vetoes and their reasoning, and of 
what he said in one of them, that if he signed the 
bill then presented to him, he would be justly sub- 
jecting himself to the ridicule of his enemies and 
the scorn of ail honorable men; of one thing he 
was certain—he would say, that, in proposing this 
bill the President has justly subjected himself to the 
ridicule of the Democratie party, and to the seorn 
of the Whig party. 

Strip the proposition of its exchanges, and no- 
thing is left but the Sub-Treasury; and if it is not 
stripped of the exchange clause, what is it bat a 

.. tremendous banking machine for the corrupticn of 
the Government? He trusted this deleterious pro- 


Here > 


geny of Northern Federalism and Virginia abstrac- 
tion would be strangled in its birth. He was against 
its reference at all. . 

Beas MOREHEAD obiained the floor, but yield- 
editto- ' t ; 

_Mr. MERRICK, on whose motion the Senate 
went into Executive session, and after some time 
spent therein, ` ; 

The Senate adjourned. . 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Touxspay, January 4, 1842. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and ap- 


proved. i 
On leave given, Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS of- 
fered the following resolution, which was adopted: 


Resolved, That the annual report of the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office be referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands, and that the maps accompanying the same be printed 
and attached to the copies of the report already ordered for the 
use of the House; Provided, THe Clerk can procure, without 
additional charge, the use of the plaies which have been pro- 
cured and paid for by the Senate. 


AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION. 

Mr. HUNT asked leave, af. this time, to intro: 
duce .a joint resolution, providing for an amend- 
ment to the Constitution of the United States, limit- 
ing the President to one term of office. 

The resolution having been tead for informa- 
tion— 

Mr. WELLER inquired of the Speaker if the re- 
solution was now in order? 

The SPEAKER said, no; not if objection was 
made. 

Mr. WELLER said he objected, then, for the 
reason that the resolution was not now in order. 
He hoped that the House wouid proceed with the 
regular business. 

Mr. HUNT said he had hoped no objection 
would have been made to the reception of this re- 
solution, inasmuch as it was, totidem verbis, the 
same submited by him a year ago, (December, 
1840.) At the short session, he became satisfied 
action could not be had upon it without injury to 
other great and important interests. 

Mr. WELLER rose to order. . 

The SPEAKER said the question was not de- 
batable. 

Mr. HUNT said he did not desire to debate it 
now. But he would give notice that, when in or- 
der, he should present the proposition; and shou'd, 
at an early day of the session, call it up for consi- 


deration. 
COAST SURVEY. . . 

On motion of Mr. ADAMS, the House pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of a motion submitted 
by him just previous to the adjournment of the 
House yesterday, to print 300 additional copies of 
Mr. Hassler’s report of the coast survey for the 
benefit of Mr. Hassler. . 

Mr. HOPKINS would like to know, he said, be- 
fore he voted, what would be the expense. 

The SPEAKER was informed by the Clerk, he 
said, that the expense would not exceed $25. 

After some conversation— 

Mr. HOPKINS suggesfed that the motion should 
be so modified as to say “provided the expense does 
not exceed 425.” 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Apams, and was decided in the negative—ayes 
66, noes 8l. 

So the extra eapies were not ordered. 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky ealled for the 
orders of the day, being petitions and memorials. 

ABOLITION PETITIONS. 

An animated conversation took place between 

Mr. ADAMS and the SPEAKER as to the nature 


of the motion pending on acertain petition here- 


tofore presented by Mr. A. for thie repeal of the 
2ist rule, 

After the conversation above alluded to be- 
tween the SPEAKER and Mr. Apams had termi- 
nated— 

_And the statement of the question being called 
for— 
alt was stated to be on the petition of D. E. Nel- 
son and 39 citizens of Hamilton county, Ohio, 
against the adoption of any rule, order, or regula- 
tion, impairing or limiting the constitutional right 
of petition, and against disparaging or stigmatizing 


` Abolition petitions, or placin 
-footing from other petitions. 


gf them on. 

And the question was stated. to-be | 
of Mr. Apams, to refer the same to 
mittee, with instructions. to report. a'r 
21st rule—[old edition, and which sa 
the following words: |. fat aie 

-“No petition, memorial, ‘resolution, 
-paper praying the. abolition of ‘slavery in 
trict of Columbia, or any State or Territory. i 
slave trade between. the States or Territories- of 
the United States in which it now exists,. shall, be 
received by this House, or entertained in any way 
whatever.” ] f Spa 

, This was the question as stated from ihe jour- 
nal. A aa na 

Mr. MERIWETHER (on whose intimation of 
debate the question had. gone over on a former 
day) took the floor, and, after a few prefatory re- 
marks, which the Reporter could. not. distinctly * 
hear, he moved to strike out so much of the mo- 
tion of Mr. Apams as proposes instructions for the 
repeal of the 21st rule, and to insert in lieu thereof 
the following words: - E 

“With instructions, to. report a general -system 
of rules, and to. take. into. consideration the expe- 
diency of abolishing the previous. question, to re- 
establish the one hour rule, and that. bills ‘may, be 
taken out of Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union at a convenient period.” on 

Mr. WISE raised the question of the congruity 
of these instructions with the subject-matter, of the 
proposition of the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
(Mr. Apams.} : : 

Mr. ADAMS here rose, and said that the Clerk, 
in stating the question, had read only a part of the 
journal of the day on which the subject was first 
up. He had notread the faet that, on that day, 
the Speaker objected to the instructions proposed 
by him, (Mr. A.;) and that he then withdrew those 
instructions, leaving simply a motion of reference 
to a select committee; and that was now the ques- 
tion before the House. f 

In that view of the case, he deubted whether the 
amendment of the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. 
Meniwetuer] was in order. These instructions 
proposed that another committee, such a committee 
as we had at the last session for. the purpose of a 
general revision of the rules, should be raised, The 
House, he should. think, would have had a suffi- 
cient intimation of the advantages of such a com- 
mittee, from the manner in which that report had 
been treated at this very session of Congress—from 
the manner in which the gentleman from Maryland 
[Mr. Jounson] bad, in the first place, moved to 
make that report the special order. of the day for 
Thursday, and for every day until disposed of, and 
then, when the day came, moving thatit be laid on 
the table. (Laughter.) $ 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Massachusetts make the point of order that the in- 
structions proposed by the gentleman from Georgia 
{Mr. MeriweTHER]) are not in order? 

Mr. ADAMS said yes. He objected to the in- 
structions as not being in order. He ebjected on 
two grounds. In the first place, because the 
Speaker had decided that bis (Mr. A’s) instructions 


| were out of order; and, in the second place, be- 


cause it appeared to him (Mr. A.) that a proposi- 
tion for a general revision of the rules was, not a 


| proper amendment to a motion merely to refer a- 


petition in relation to a single rule. ee 

The SPEAKER said it had escaped his memory 
if the instructions offered by the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Apams] had been declared out 
of order. The only resource which the Speaker 
had in such a case was the journal.of the House; 
and the journal, in this instance, stated that the mo- 
tion to refer was with instructions,  - 

Mr. ADAMS said that, whether it was entered 


i on the journal or not, he bad been told that the 


question must be taken on the reference, and that 
the question on the instructions must be a separate 
thing afterwards; and, in that view, he had with- 
drawn that portion of the motion which contained 
instructions. That, he repeated, was the fact, 
whether entered on the journal or not, He hoped 
that there were other members of the House who 


remembered as well as himself that such was the 
i 


pie referenée, and” that ‘it was upon that question 


that a motion had. been made to-lay on the table, . 


which’ motion had been rejected. “Then recurred 
the question of reference simply. ` Then came the 
motión for a call of the Howse; and then the pro- 
pensity to debate of the ‘gentleman from Georgia, 
(Mr. Meriwetuen.) [Laughter] < 

“Po him (Mr. A.) it was a matter of indifference. 
He was willing that the question should be taken 
either with or without instructions; he cared for no- 
thing but for the decision of the House whether 
the petition should be referred to a select committee 


or not. 

The SPEAKER considered that the issue on the 
point of fact was not very material. The gentle- 
man from Massachusetts [Mr. Apams] might be 
correct, or the Speaker might. All that was said 
upon the floor was not and could not be heard by 
. the Speaker. ‘ - 

The question now would beon the amendment 
of the gentleman from Georgia. . 

‘Mr. WISE said he had not yet understood that 
‘the Speaker had decided the point of order raised 
by the gentleman from Massachusetts. 

The SPEAKER. It is withdrawn. 

Mr. ADAMS said he had not withdrawn it; the 
Speaker had misunderstood him. 

Mr. WISE said that if the gentleman ‘rom Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr. A nams] had withdrawn the point 
of order, he (Mr. W.) would have renewed it. He 
had been listening for some time to try and 
find out what were the facts of the case, and what 
Was the true question betore the House. 

The SPEAKER said if the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia [Mr. Wise] would suspend his remarks for 
a moment, the Speaker would state the facts, pre- 
-mising that he would only be governed in this case 
by his own recollection, and. the state of facts as 
they appeared on the journal. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts, on a for- 
mer day, had presented this petition, and moved, as 
‘thé journal would show, that it be referred to a se- 
lect committee, with instructions. Upon this ques- 
tion of reference with instructions, debate was. de- 
manded by the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Me- 
RIWETHER,] which, by the rule, threw the quéstion 
over, and it had stood over to this time. The gen- 
tieman from Georgia now moved an amendment to 
those instructions thus moved by the gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. ApaMs;] and the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts now raised the point of 
order whether this amendment could be received. 
The Speaker decided that it ought to be received. 

Mr. WISE said he thought that the amendment 
of the gentleman from Georgia was wholly out of 
order, and if the Speaker decided that it was in 
order, he (Mr. W.) must vote against the decision. 
He would sooner vote for the original proposition 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts, than for the 
amendment of the gentleman from Georgia. In 
the- first place, it was out of order. It was upon a 
subject wholly different from that embraced in the 
proposition of the gentleman from Massachusetts. 
The gentleman from Massachusetts was aiming at 
what? To repealthe Qist rule—to repeal a re- 
striction on one particular subject, contained in 


the body of the rules; that was the least, and he 


(Mr. W.) was about to say the last, of the gentle- 
man’s propositions. It was to raise a committee 
on the general subject of slavery here and else- 
where. And what did the gentleman from Georgia 
propose? A committee to report a general system 
of rulez. . 

The SPEAKER. DoT understand the gentle- 
man to appeal from the decision of the Chair? 

Mr. WISE said no; he understeod the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts [Mr. Apams] as making 
a point of order, and he (Mr. W.) was sustaining 
and seconding it. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Massa- 
chusetis has not appealed from the decision of the 
Chair. 

Mr. WISE. I have not understood the Speaker 
as having vet decided i 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has decided that 
the amendmeut of the gentleman from Georgia 
{Mr. Merrwetuer) should be received. - 

_Mr, WISE appealed, then, from the decisione 


& 


“that the question was teduced to one of sim- || The a 


idinent in the first place was out of order, 
because not one of ‘the: propositions contained ‘in it 
touched the subject-matter of the proposition of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts. ~ 


Mr. ARNOLD inquired of the Speaker, what ` 


the question was? Had an appeal been taken? ` 
The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. ° 


“Mr. WISE proceeded. He contended that the 


revisal ofthe general system. of rules had -nothing 
to do with the proposition of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts. ES be eres 

What was the second point of the gentleman 
from Gecrgia? The abolition of the previous ques- 
tion. He (Mr. W.) had never been. its advocate; 
he had always warred against it. But there was 
one thing which was worse than the previous ques- 
tion-—and that was embraced in the third point of the 
gentleman from Georgia; it was the abolition of 
the freedom of debate, the timing of men in the ex- 
pression of their sentiments. What had that to do 
with the subject embraced in the proposition of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts? And the next 
point of the gentleman from Georgia was to de- 
prive the minority of the right of speech—of the 
‘propogation of opinion; of the exposition of opi- 
nion, and of the charges and abuses of the Govern- 
ment, when in Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

If the Speaker could show that there was the 
least congruity between either one of these points 
and the one embraced in the proposition of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, he (Mr. W.) 
would. agree that the amendment was in order. 
And, if it were in order so to do, he would proceed 
now to discuss the merits of each one of these pro- 
positions. ` f 

The SPEAKER said it would not Be in order 
now to do so. 

Mr. WISE. At the suggestion of a friend, I 
withdraw my appeal from the decision of the 
Chair, and move to lay the whole subject on the 
tabie, 

Mr. ARNOLD inquired of the Speaker if it was 
in order to move a modification of the proposition? 

The SPEAKER replied that it was not now in 
order. : 

Mr. ARNOLD expressed the hope that the gen- 
tleman from Georgia [Mr. MeriweTHER] would 
consent so to modify his proposition as to strike 
ont that portion of it which related to the abolition 
of the previous question. With that modification, 
he (Mr. A) would vote in favor of the proposi- 
tion. 

The SPEAKER said that if the motion to lay 
on the table should be voted down, it would be ia 
the power of the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. 
Arnozp] himself to move an amendment such as 
he bad suggested. 

Mr. ARNOLD repeated his suggestion to Mr, 
MERIWETHER. 

Mr. WISE called for the question. 


Mr. ADAMS submitted to the Speaker that the - 


Flouse had already decided once not to lay the ques- 
tion on the table. 

The SPEAKER. Not in this shape. à 

Mr. ADAMS. What is the difference in the 
shape? 

Mr. WISE called for the question. 

Mr. ADAMS said, not yet. He wished to go 
one step further back. 

Mr. A. was then understood to say, that he had 
not understood ths Speaker as deciding the prepo- 
silicon of the gentleman from Georgia to be in 
order. And if the Speaker said that he had so de- 
cided, he (Mr. A.) would appeal from the decision. 
‘Phe Speaker had said he had decided, but he. had 
not. [Loud cries to order] 

Mr. WISE hoped the Speaker would demand 
order in the House. 

The SPEAKER said there was no difficulty be- 
areas the gentleman from Massachusetts and the 

air. 

Mr. ADAMS. The Speaker said he had de- 
cided, but he had not. I certainly should have ap- 
pealed instantly. 

A conversation heré arose, involving the state of 
facts, which was participated in by Messrs. WISE, 
ADAMS, FILLMORE, WINTHROP, and the 
SPEAKER. 


“When Mr. JAMES asked the yeas and nays on 
the motion of Mr. Wiss to lay the whole subject 
on the table. . - 

And they were ordered. 

[A message in writing was received- from the 
Presidentof ihe United States, by the bands of - 
Roser? Tyrer, esq. his Secretary.] 

Mr. BIDLACK. called for the reading of the 
proposition of Mr. MERIWETHER; which having 
been rexd—~ 3 

The question on the motion of Mr. Wisk was 
taken, and decided in the affirmative by the follow- 
ing vote: ; 

YEAS—Messrs. Landaff, W. Andrews, Ather- 
ton, Barton, Beeson, Bidlack, Bowne, Boyd, 
Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, 
Charles Brown, Burke, S. H. Butler, William 
Butler, William O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, 
Patrick C. Caldwell, John Campbell, Wm. B. 
Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruihers, Cary, 
Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Daniel, 
Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, Dawson, Dean, 
Deberry, Doan, Doig, Eastman, John C. Edwards, 
Egbert, Ferris, Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, 
Thomas F. Foster, Gamble, Gilmer, Goggin, 
William O. Goode, Gordon, Graham, Green, Gwin, . 
Habersham, Harris, John Hastings, Hays, Holmes, 
Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, - Hunter, 
Jack, Wm. C. Johnson, Cave Johnson, Keim, 
John P. Kennedy, Lane, Abraham McClellan, 
Robert McClellan, McKay, Marchand, Alfred 
Marshall, J. T. Mason, Matthews, Medill, Meri- 
wether, Miller, Moore, Newhard, Owsley, Par- 
menter, Payne, Pope, Powell, Proffit, Reding, Rey- 
nolds, Riggs, Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, Snyder, 
Sollers, Stanly, Steenrod, Summers, Sumter, Swe- 
ney, Taliaferro, J, B. Thompson, Richard W. 
Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Van Buren, 
Ward, Warren, Washington, Watterson, Weller, 
Westbrook, James W. Williams, Lewis Wil- 
liams, Christopher H. Wi'liams, Joseph L. Wil- 
liams, Wise, and Wood---115. 7 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Sherlock J. 
Andrews, Arnold, Babcock, Baker, . Barnard, 
Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, Borden, Briggs, 
Brockway, Bronson, J. Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, 
Childs, Chittenden, J.C. Clark, S. N.Clarke, Cooper, 
Cowen,Cranston, Cravens, Cushing, John Edwards, 
Evereit, Fessenden, Fillmore, John G. Floyd, 
A. Lawrence Foster, Gates, Giddings, Patrick G. 
Goode, Granger, Gustine, Hal, William 8. 
Hastings, Henry, Hudson,. Hunt, James Irvio, 
William W. Irwin, James, Andrew Kennedy, 
Lawrence, Linn, Lowell, Samson Mason, Mathiot, 
Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Morris, Morrow, 
Osborne, Partridge, Pendleton, Plumer, Ramsey; 
Benjamin Randall, Alexander Randall, Randolph, 
Ridgway, Rodney, Wm. Russell, JamesM. Rus- 
sell, Salionsiall, Simonton, Stade, Truman Smith, 
Stokely, Stratton, A. H. H. Sinart, John T. Stu- 
art, Tillinghast, Toland, Trumbull, Underwood, 
Van Rensselaer, Winthrop, Augustus Young, and 
John Young.—84. 

So the whole subject was leid on the table. 

[A message was received from the Senate, an- 
nouncing the passage of certain bills, (the tides of 
which were not heard by ihe Rep-ricr,) and asking 
the concurrence of this House therein. See Senate 
preceedings. } ; 

The SPEAKER said that there were on the table 
-about twenty petitions, presented on the same day, 
and on the same subject-matter as that just disposed 
of, and which, debate being demanded, had also 
been ordered to liecver. No question had been 
raised, but debate being demanded, they were left, 
supposing that the decision of ‘the question just 
taken would dispose of them also. 

Ce GAMBLE moved that they be all laid on the 
table. 

Mr. ADAMS asked the yeas and nays on the 
laying the first of the series on the table, which 
were ordered, 

And the roll having been called through— 

Mr. STANLY (pending the annuciation of the 
vote) rose and desired to be informed by the Speak- 
er at what stage of the proceedings it would be in 
order to move that gentlemen who bad not voted, 
should be called upon to do se? 

His object in making the inquiry was, that there 


were certain supporters of Martin Van Buren who 

had been desirous of making political capital out of 

this question, who had not voted. ` s 
“The SPEAKER said the gentleman was not in 


order. 

-Mr STANLY said there were gentlemen on this 
floor—one from New York especially—who had 
not voted. He (Mr. S.)had made the inquiry in 


order that these gentlemen might be compelled to || - 


vote. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has a right to 
demand that any gentleman who was within the 
þar shall vote. $ 3 i 

Mr.STANLY. A Representative from the city 
of New York did not vote on this question, and I 
think he should be compelled. ` 

(Cries—-Name him.] ó 

The SPEAKER, (addressing Mr. STANLY.) 
Will the gentleman give the name? 

Mr. STANLY. Yes; Mr. ROOSEVELT. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT (addressing Mr: STANLY) 
was understood by the Reporter to say, “If you 
want my sentiments on that question, you shall 
have them. : 

Mr. STANLY. No; 1 want your vote; for you 
have sometimes voted both ways. 

. TheSPEAKER called to order, and read the 40th 
rule, (new edition,) which is as foliows: 

“Every member who shall be in the House when the question 
ig put shall give his vote, unless the House, for special reasons, 
shall excuse him” 

Mr, STANLY said be would not press the mat- 
ter. He only wished to call attention to the fact. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT. Iam happy to find that my 
vote is of so much importance to the gentleman 
from North Carolina. 

Mr. STANLY said the gentleman’s vote was of 
no importance to him (Mr. 8.) that he knew of, 
nor to any body else. 

‘fhe SPEAKER then announced the vote—ayes 
103, noes 87, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs Landaff W, Andrews, Athsrton, 
Barton, Beeson, Bidlack, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, 
Milton Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, Samson 
-H. Butler, Wm. Butler, Wm. O. Butler, P. C. Cald- 
well, John Campbell, William B. Campbell, Thos. 
J. Campbell, Caruthers, Carey, Casey, Chapman, 
Clifford, Coles, Cross, Daniel, Garrett Davis, R. 
D. Davis, Dawson, Dean, Deberry, Doig, East- 
man, John C. Edwards, Charles A. Floyd, Thos. 
`F., Foster, Gamble, Gilmer, Goggin, William O. 
Goode, Gordon, Graham, Gwin, Habersham, 
Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hu- 
bard, Hunter, Jack, William Cost Johnson, Cave 
Johnson; Isaac C. Janes, Keim, John P. Kennedy, 
Lewis, Abraham McClellan, McKay, Marchand, 
John T. Mason, Matthews, Medill, Meriwether, 
Miller, Moore, Newhard, Owsley, Payne, Pope, 
Powell, Reding, Reynolds, Riggs, Saunders, 
Shaw, Shepperd, William Smith, Snyder, Stanly, 
Steenrod, John T. Stuart, Summers, Sumter, 
Sweney, Taliaferro, John B. Thompson, Richard 
W. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Van- 
Buren, Ward, Warren, Washington, Watterson, 
Weller, Westbrook, James WwW. Williams, Lewis 
Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Joseph L. 
Williams, Wise, and Wood—103. 


NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Sherlock J. An- 
drews, Arnold, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Birdseye, 
Blair, Boardman, Borden, Brewster, Briggs, 
Brockway, Bronson, Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, 
Calhoun, Childs, Chittenden, John ©. Clark, 
Staley N. Clarke, Clinton, Cooper, Cowen, 
Cranston, Cravens, Cushing, Everett, Ferris, Fes- 
senden, Fillmore, Jobn G. Floyd, A. Lawrence 
Foster, Gates, Giddings, P. G. Goode, Granger, 
Gustine, Hall, William 8. Hastings, Henry, Hud- 
son, Hunt, James Irvin, William W. Irwin, James, 
Andrew Kennedy, Lawrence, Linn, Lowell, Ro- 
bert McClellan, Alfred Marshal, Samson Mason, 
Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Morris, 
Morrow, Osborne, Parmenter, Partridge, Pendle- 
ton, Plumer, Ramsey, B, Randall, Alex. Ran- 
dall, Randolph, Ridgway, Rodney, James M. 
Russell, Saltonstall, Simonton, Slade, Truman 
Smith, Stokely, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, 
Trumbull, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, Wal- 
lace, Winthrop, Augustus Young, and John 


' Young—87. 


I)” So the petition was laid on the table. 


| 
| 


The petition of S. S. Sheldon and 361 others, of 


New York Mills, presented heretofore by Mr. _ 


Froyp of New York, coming up in its turn—: ~ 

Mr. ADAMS (after some conversation with the 
Speaker) asked for a vote on all the petitions seria- 
tim, though, he said, he would not call for the yeas 
and nays. eG ; aan 

Mr. STANLY. asked the yeas and nays;. which 
were ordered. a : 

Mr. ROOSEVELT: appealed to the gentleman 
who made the motion to lay onthe table to with- 
draw it for a moment, to enable him to say a word 
n explanation. 

Mr. GAMBLE declined. f 
: The question was then taken, and decided as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Landaff W. Andrews, Ather- 
ton, Barton, Beeson, Bidiack, Boyd, Aaron V. 
Brown, Milton Brown, Burke, 8. &. Butler, Wil- 
liam Batler, William O. Butler, Green W. Cald- 
well, Patrick C. Caldwell, John Campbell, Wil- 
liam B. Campbell, T. J. Campbell, Caruthers, 
Carey, Casey, Chapman, Clifford. Coles, Cross, 
Daniel, Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, Dawson, 


Dean, Deberry, Doig, Eastwan, John C. Edwards, © 


Charles A- Floyd, Thomas F. Foster, Gamble, 
Gilmer, Goggin, William ^. Goode, Gordon, 
Grabam,Gwin,Habersham, Harris, Hays,Holmes, 
Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, Hunter, 
Jack, William Cost Johnsen, Cave Johnson, Isaac 
D. Jones, Keim, John P. Kennedy, King, Lane, 
Lewis, Abraham McClellan, Robert McClellan, 
McKay, Marchand, John Thompson Mason, Me- 
dill, Meriwether, Miller, Moo.e, Newhard, Owsley, 
Payne, Pope, Powell, Reding, Reyni tds, Riggs, 
Roosevelt, Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, William 
Smith, Sayder, Sollers, Stanly, Steenrod, John T. 
Stuart, Summers, Sumter, Sweney, Taliaferro, 
Richard W. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Tur- 
ney, Van Euren, Ward, Warren, Washington, 
Watterson, Weller, Westbrook, James W., Wil- 
liams, Lewis Williams, Christopher H. Williams, 
Joseph L. Williams, Wise, and Wood—107. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Sherlock J. An- 
drews, Arnold, Babeock, Baker, Barnard, Birds- 
eye, Boardman, Borden, Briggs, Brockway, Bron- 
son, Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, Childs, 
Chittenden, John C. Clark, 8, N. Clarke, Clinton, 
Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Cushing, 
Egbert, Everett, Ferris, Fessenden, Fillmore, 
Jonn G. Floyd, A. Lawrence Foster, Gates, Gid- 
dings,’ Patrick G. Goode, Gustine, Hall, William 
S. Hastings, Henry, Hudson, Hunt, J. Irvin, W. 
W, Irwin, James, Andrew Kennedy, Lawrence, 
Linn, Lowell, Alfred Marshall, Samson Mason, 
Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Morris, 
Morrow, Osborne, Parmenter, Partridge, Pendle- 
ton, Plomer, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, Ran- 
dolph, Ridgway, Rodney, William Russell, J. M. 
Russell, Saltonstall, Simonton, Slade, Truman 
Smith, Stekely, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, 
Trumbull, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, Winthrop, 
Augustus Young, and John Young—&3. 

So the petition was laid on the table. 

-Several other petitions, of the series, were laid 
on the table without a division; when the House 
was suddenly brought up all standing on the 

REFERENCE OF THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 

Mr. ARNOLD rose to make a motion, which, he 
said, might perhaps give offence to some of his 
friends. It wasa privileged motion. He moved 
to reconsider the vote of yesterday on the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from New Hampshire [Mr. 
ATHERTON] proposing to refer so much of the Pre- 
sidenv’s message as related to the tariff to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 

‘As he did not wish to detain gentlemen, and as 
this was a little matter between himself and two of 
the Representatives from New Hampshire, [Messrs. 
Burne and Easrman,] and as the usual dinner hour 
bad nearly arrived, and gentlemen might wish their 
dinners, he would merely tax the gentlemen re- 
ferred to and the Speaker to stay and hear what he 
had to say. It was due to himself that he should 
make this motion. 

Mr. GIDDINGS inguired of the Speaker if this 
motion was now in order? oF 

The SPEAKER. It is a privileged question, 


; 


| and rides “over all i 
| journment, ©: 


| grave to open, 


-by the previous question on the resolution 


Mr. WISE inquired whether the ques 
consideration was debatable; the House 


a determination to put an end io: the debate;"and - 
whether it was not for the House fo decide whether 
‘it would: go into the sideration “a 


question of re at: 
this times 0 d ei E : 
- Mr. ARNOLD said,. as it was the: plë 
the House, he would go on now; and ‘he 
not feel ‘slighted if gentlemen did not remain’ and 
hear him. ` He had been assailed; he did not regard 
that, but his State had been'assailed, and his cón- 
stituents; and, which was the Worst of all, ‘his De- 


-mociatic constituents were ‘assailed -by a Pemo- 


cratic member on this flvor. He was placed in 
the awkward position of defending his Demo- 
cratic constituents from the attacks of ‘one pros: 
fessedly a Democrat. His Democratic’ constita- 
ents had. been stigmatized, as being neither’ able 
to read or write; and if be were to. sit by 
here and not appear in defence of them, it might be 
said that it was owing to his political bias, and: that 
if they had been Whigs, he should have been fore 
most to defend them: © This was one of the most 
powerful stimulants to “him to reply to the assault - 
made by the gentleman. irom New Hampshire on 
his constituents. He knew no difference between 
his constituents on this floor; he represented them 
alike, and when their interests were atlacked— 
when their reputation was assailed, he held the 
reputation of a Democrat who was one of his con- 
stituents just as sacred as the reputation of a Whig; 
there was no difference. He thought that the gen- 
tleman from New Hampshire—if he might be per- 
mitted to judge of so learned a geatleman, coming 
from so learned a State~-ad been on this occasion 
exceedingly unforiazat se» = x 
Mr. BURKE inewirsd of the gentleman from 
Tennessee if all his constituents who were unable 
to read and write were Deniocrats? eote 
Mr. ARNOLD said he would show the gentle- 
man presently, when he came to that part of his 
subject, that even his Demoeratic constituents were 
as learned as they were in New Hampshire: He 
remarked just now that the gentleman had been 
exceedingly unfortunate on this oécasion,. for, 
in assailing his (Mr. A’s) constituents, he had 
assailed one of his own friends.. There was once, . 
said Mr. A. an Irishman of the name of- Burke, 
Edmund Burke, he believed, who was a very: dis- 
tinguished orator and statesman. There was also 
another Burke, a Scotchman, who was distinguish- 
ed in another line. Now, Mr. A. said, he did-not 
wish to transgress the rules of the House, but he 
should like to know from which of the distinguish- 
ed persons he had named, the gentleman from New 
Hampshire | Mr, Burre] drew his lineage. 

‘Mr. BURKE szid he would answer the gentles 
man’s question in the Yankee way, by asking 
him another. He would ask the gentleman from 
Tennessee if he drew his lineage from Benedict 
Arnold. 

Mr. ARNOLD. That was areal New Hamp. 
shire trick. He regretted to see the gentleman 


| so sensitive, He must apply to bim that stale’ re- 
| mark, 


“The gall’d jade winces, 
Her withers are well wrung.” 
And they would be better wrung before he left 
tnem. The gentleman did not choose to answer, 
and he (Mr. A ) therefore took it for granted, from 
the course pursued by him on this occasion, that 
he claimed his lineage from this Scotch Burke, the 
<rasurrectionist,” whose profession. was t0 g0 about 
‘with banditti, and when they could not geta fresh 
they took the living and clapped 
them into a bag; and that was called “burking” 
them. He- supposed the gentleman thought he 
would “Burke” him, (Mr. A.) but in attempting 
to “Burke” him the gentleman had been exceed- 
ingly unfortunate, and had “Burked” his own 
friends, had disinterred. one of them, had raised or 
resurrected [a laugh} one of them. He (Mr. A.) 
meant the distinguished member of the Tennessee 
Legislature, Mr. Dew. He wished to show a few 
discrepancies of the speech of the honorable genile- 
man from New Hampshire, and wouid begin with 


aguished Democra 
see Legislature. Pan Fey . ; 
; Mr. BOWNE called the gentleman from Tennes- 
see to order. ee ; 
~Mr, ARNOLD said it was too late in the day. 
“The SPEAKER requested the gentleman to state 
his point of order. l : 


tic friend in thé Tennes- 


“Mc. BOWNE understood that the question was 


on. the motion to reconsider the vete of yesterday; 
and what.relation, he asked, have the remarks of 


the gentleman to. this question? “How were they- 


germain or pertinent to the: question? If they. were 
not, he objected to them. 
House, as well as of the nation, required that such 


a debate as they had had on the main question, and © 


was now attempted to be continued, should be put 
an end to: i 

-Mr. BURKE appealed to the gentleman from 
New York to withdraw his point of order. He 
wished the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Ar- 
NOLD] to be allowed to proceed. 

Mr. STANLY said, if the geatleman from New 


‘York [Mr. Bowne] had been anxious to preserve . 


the dignity of this House, and had come here a 
week ago for this purpose, he (Mr. S.) would have 
gone with him in it, But the debate had gone on 
in the widest range, and the gentleman frem Ten- 
fessee considered himself. and his constituents 
grossly assaulted; and now common justice, de- 
cency, and the dignity of this House required that 
the gentleman should be allowed the same latitude, 
in reply, to what had been said on the main ques- 
tion, 3 j R 

Mr. BOWNE said that from domestic misfor- 
‘tune he was not present when the discussion on 
this subject took so wide a range.’ He thought this 
latitude of discussion exceedingly improper, and 
that justice to the country required that it should 
be put a stop to. He regretted that he could not 
accede to the request of the gentleman from New 
Hampshire, 

The SPEAKER said that, strictly, the debate 
was notin order, nor had been much of that al- 
lowed on the main question.: The debate had wi- 
dened out by degrees, and the Chair did not con- 
sider himself, after the debate bad gone on so far, 
at liberty to arrest it now. The question of order 
had been raised some days since by the gentleman 
on his left, [Mr. G. Davis,] and the Chair had not 
at that time felt himself at liberty to arrest the de- 
bate, so wide a range had been already allowed by 
the House, As long as the remarks were not per- 
Sonal, the Chair could not arrest the debate, 

Mr. WM. O. BULLER appealed from the deci- 
sion of the Chair, and called the yeas and nays on 
the appeal. 

Mr. CARY of Virginia wished to remind the 
House, before taking the question on the appeal, 
thatthe gentleman from New Hampshire [Mir. 
ATHERTON] did not first assail the gentleman trom 
Tennessee; but that it was his reply to the assault 
made on him and his noble State, that the gentie- 
man from Tennessee now sought again to reply to. 
He protested against the debate being allowed to 
go on any further, and hoped the dignity of the 
House would suppress such discussion. 

Mr. ARNOLD wished the gentleman had thought 
of the dignity of the House a little ealier. 

Mr. WISE inquired if the Chair had decided 
that these remarks were not in order? 

The SPEAKER: Not strictly in order. 

Mr. WISE said, daring the organization of this 
House a latitude of debate had been allowed greater 
than usual; but the House, by the previous ques- 
tion, had now cut off the debate—the majority had 

already arrested it. And now the question was 
raised entirely anew, whether such a debate, wholly 
irrelevant, and avowed to be so, should be renewed 
again. When was it to stop? Ifthe House let 
one member rise and respond to remarks which 
had been made on the debate of the main question, 
others must be permitted to reply, in all fairness, 
and where were they to stop? He hoped the Howse 
would dispose of this question of reference, and 
let it stand where it was, 

Mr. GILMER had understood the Chair to de- 
cide that this debate was not in order, and inquired 
if he was mistaken in this? 

The SPEAKER said he had decided that, strictly 


The dignity-of this’ 


` ing, the Chair permitted it to proceed. 
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speaking, the debate was. irrelevant, aud would be 
out of order, except for the indulgence that had 
been already allowed by the House. The debate 
had been permitted to take such a latitude that the 
Chair now overruled the question of order. G 

Mr. GILMER said when he arose he was under 
the impression that the Chair had decided that the 
debate was out of order, and was intending to sug- 
gest that the member could not proceed without 
leave of the House; and that the question of leave 
would be first in order, before the question on the 
appeal. : Ea f . 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN said this was merely 
a question whether'they would reconsider the vote, 
and this discussion was not now in order. He 
trusted the course of debate would be stopped, and 
then, when the House had agreed to reconsider, 
they would be in their original position; the ques- 
tion"be open to debate, and he should wish to de- 
bate it. 

Mr. ARNOLD said, of all gentlemen he had 
ever seen on this floor, he thought the gentleman 
from the precincts of Philadelphia [Mr. Brown] 
ought to be the last to raise the question of irrele- 
vasey. He had heard him [Mr.- Brown] make 
many speeches, and his own friends had generally 
said they had nothing to do with the subject. 

Mr. FILLMORE desired to call attention to the 
32d rule of the House, which he read, to show that 
the question was not debatable. 

The SPEAKER, in reply, ref-rred to another 
rule, which, as he considered, authorized members 
wishing, to speak once on the subject. 

Mr. GILMER said, with perfect deference to 
the Chair, he would propound a single question. 
He had understood the Chair to decide that this 
debate was strictly out of order, and, notwithstand- 
He would 
inquire of the Chair where he derived the authority 
to permit a debate strictly out of order to proceed 
at all? 

Mr. STANLY called the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia (Mr. GILMER] to order. 

The SPEAKER replied that he could not arrest 
the debate on his own responsibility, after it had 
been indulged by the universal leave and sanction 
of the House, 


Mr. ARNOLD said he merely wished to say in 
justification of himself, and the Speaker would 
bear witness to the truth of it, that at the begia- 
ning of this debate no man had regretted it more 
than he did; and seeing how it was widening by de- 
grees, until it should cover the whole face of the 
earth, he had gone tothe Speaker to know if there 
was notsome rule by which they could stop this 
discussion. The Speaker had told him there was 
not. He had been obliged to submit; the debate 
had gone on and on; and in reply to a few remarks 
of the gentleman from New Hampshire, the whole 
delegation of that State had poured on him their in- 
dignation, and not only he, but his constitents had 
been most furiously assanlted; and now he was 
utterly astonished that there should be an attempt 
to cut him outof replying to these things. After 
the debate had gone on to such a length that they 
could not stop it, he had allowed gentlemen to go 
on; the question of order was made on the gentle- 
man from New Hampshire—one of those who had 
assaulted him (Mr A.) so furiously and fiercely; 
and he had then appealed to the gentleman frem 
Kentucky [Mr. G. Davis] to withdraw the question 
of order, and allow the gentleman to proceed. He 
wished now to be allowed to reply to him, 

Mr. W. W, IRWIN succeeded, amongst many 
competitors, in gaining the floor, and said he wished 
to state his reasons for voting to sustain the deci- 
sion of the Chair. 

Mr. WM. 0. BUTLER said, as the appeal 
would lead to a debate, he would withdraw it. 

Mr. BOWNE renewed the appeal, 


Mr. IRWIN then said he should sustain the de- 
cision of the Chair, because he wished the genile- 
man from Tennessee, [Mr. ARNOLD.] and every 
gentleman, to have full opportunity to say just what 
they might please; and he wished, af some future 
period, when the rules of the House were all laid 
aside, an opportunity of replying to some half do- 
zen gentlemen, who had went off half-cocked at 


him, misunderstanding and, misrepresenting—un« 

intentionally no doubt—what he had said. 
Mr. WM. SMITH addressed an inquiry, which 

was hot understood, to the Chair. In reply to 


which, f PEN 

Tne SPEAKER said he had decided that he 
could not arrest. any debate which was in reply to 
remarks that had been wade.. ; 

Mr. SMITH asked if they, by permitting thisde” 
bate to go.on, were to open a field for these gentle- 
men to settle their private griefs? ‘Was this debate 
to be re-opened for the purpose of enlightening the 
public mind, or for gentlamen to settle their private 
differences? 

[Cries of “Question,” ‘*question,” were heard 
from many voices.] . 

The SPEAKER said the question would be on 
the appeal from the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. SMITH further opposed the allowing this 
debate to proceed; and said, if it should be re-open- 
ed, he should desire an opportunity to speak. 

Mr. STANLY said this was only an extra al- 
lowance, because the gentleman from Tennessee 
[Mr. ArnoLD] occupied a peculiar position. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia supposed, from the re- 
mark of the gentleman from North Carolina, that 
ke had not ag yet received the extra allowances 
which he so much needed; but he promised the gen- -~ 
tleman that, before the end of the session, he should 
receive his full share of them. = e 

Mr. STANLY. Iam ready; and shall be very 
glad tò receive them. 

Mr. SMITH. The gentleman shall certainly 
have-them. 

[Cries of “order,” “order.”] 

Mr. PROFFIT, after repeated altempts, succeed- 
ed in getting the floor, and said he presumed the . 
House would now see the necessity of coming to 
something like order. [Laughter.] He referred 
to the wide range of discussicn that had been, and 
would still be taken, if this debate were allowed to 
go on, and wished the people to understand that the 
House was now solemnly deliberating whetker it 
would let an illegal debate progress. Hecalled the 
yeas and nays on the appeal, and challenged on 
the vote of yeas and nays an expression of opinion 
of the House whether they should have order for 
the next six months. 

Several gentleman here addressed the Speaker, 
who decided that 

Mr. BOWNE was entitled to the floor on the 
appeal. Mr. B. said he did not prepose to detain 
the House but for a few remarks, The House 
had wasted some eight or ten days of its time in 
discussion of the simple question to what commit- ° 
tee a portion of the President’s message should be 
referred. We had heard personal allusions, cri- 
minations and recriminations; and where, during 
all this time, was the dignity of the representatives 
of the people of the United States, here assembled? 
They heard from one side of this hall the ery go 
forth that the people were in distress, that ruin 
stares them ia the face, that the wheels of Govern- 
ment will have to stop; and what were the pecple’s 
representatives doing? Why, sitting here and 
wasting time in a profitless ciseussion—a discus- 
sion which would be proper at the proper time, but 
was now wholly irrelevant and out of place. By 
the previous question the House had solemnly 
said that the debate had endured long enough; and 
we now saw 2 gentleman getting up to move a re- 
consideration of the vote, not to vote for the reean- 
sideration himself, but to open this subject anew; 
not to speak on the question, but for personal at- 
tacks on individual members of this House. 

The Speaker had decided that this debate 
was not strictly in order, but that it must be al- 
lowed from the latitude already taken. Had this 
decion been made before the previous question 
was sustained by the House, he [Mr. 13.] should 
have submitted; but now that the debate had been 
ended, and the question settled, it struck him that 
the decision was a singular one. This matter 
could profit them or the people nothing; and be 
hoped for the honor of the House, and the credit 
of the nation, that the decision of the Chair would 
not be sustained. 

Mr. BARTON of Virginia obtained the floor, 
and remarking that he had been for years in pub- 


Jie life, and had never made the motion he now in- 
tended, and which he thought should be carried out 
of self-respect, he moved that the House adjourn. 
Which motion prevailing, pending the question 
on the appeal, E 
` -The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
‘ WEDNESDAY, January 5, 1842. 
_ The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Senate a commu- 
nication from the: Post Office Department, enclosing a state- 
ment of disbursements out ofthe contingent fund of that De- 
artment for the year 1841: referred to the Committee on 
rinting. Lf 2 
. Mr SMITH of Indiana made some remarks on the propriety 
of printing the same quantity extra on the supplementary re- 
portof the Cemmissioner of the General Land Office, contain- 
ing the returns of surveys from the Surveyor General of Ar- 
kangas,as was printed on the original report. 

The Senate assented to his suggestions. 

Mr. LINN expressed to the Senate some solicitude relative 
to having the geological report by Mr. Owens printed; but he 
thought the motion to print would more properly come from 
the chairman of the Committee on the Public Lands, (Mr. 
Smitu } He would be pleased if the chairnian would turn his 
attention to the subject, and ask for the printing of that report. 
If not, he. would himself make the motion. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana said the better course would be to 
wait till the report was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands; andif, after examination, it was found desirable to have 
it printed, he would make the motion.. - kn. 

Mr. WALKER presented the petition of Zachariah Dixon, 
asking the confirmation.of title to a tract of land; referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands, -. 

Mr. EVANS presented the petition uf Martha Green for a 
pension; referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a petition from a Mr, A. W. 
Townsend, in favor of a protective tariff; referred to the Com- 
mittee on Manufactures. 

Also, the memorial of fifty-three citizens of Warren county, 
Pennsylvania, stating that they have reason to believe that 
gtoss frauds were practised by the Ogden Land Company, with 
regard to the treaty with the Tuscaroraand Seneca Indians, and 
praying that Congress will make no appropriation to carry it 
into effect: referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. PIERCE, the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of the bill for the relief of Margaret Barnes, the 
widow of Elijah Barnes. 

This bill had been reported from the Committee on Pensions 
with anamendment allowing $20 intead of $40 per yearasa 
pension. ; . a. 

Mr. Pierce explained the bill. He said it had been origi. 
nally reported for one year’s service, bus the committee had 
thought proper to allow only for the service which was proved 
by record evidence in the Department, which was a few days 
Jess than six months. The bill was then reported to the Senate, 

. the amendment agreed to, and the bill ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. i : 

Mr. CALHOUN presented the petition of J. L. Penzant & 
Co. of Charleston, asking a remission of duties on such goods as 
fia Deen ordered prior to the passage of the law of September, 

Mr. CaLnoun moved its reference to the Committee on Com- 
merce; but afier some conversation between Mr. CALHOUN 
and Mr. Kine, as to the propriety of such reference, and the 
policy of granting the relief, inasmuch as it would be the 
means of inatigating thousands of other cases— 

Mr. HUNTINGTON remarked that a similar petition, pre- 
sented by the gentleman from South Carolina, and referred to 
the Committee on Commerce, had been reported back to the Se- 
nate, and referred to the Committee on Finance, as a more ap- 
propriate committee. : 

Mr. CALHOUN had no objection to such reference; and the 
petition-was referred to the Finance Committee. 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, re- 
ported back to the Senate, without amendment, the bill to con- 
tinue in force the act for the final adjustment of private Jand 
claims in Missouri, approved 9th July, 1832, and the act sup- 
plemental thereto, approved 2d March, 1833, with a recom- 
mendation that it do pass. a 

Mr. BATES presented the petition of a number of citizens 
of Massachusetts, for the modification of the Constitution on 
the subject of slavery; 3 

On motion of Mr. KING, the question of reception of the 
petition was laid on the table. i 

The bilt for the relief of Joseph Bassett, being engrossed, 
waa read the third time, and passed. , 

Mr. PRESTON, from the Committee on Military Affairs, re- 
ported back to the Senate, without amendment, the bill to pro- 
vide for the settlement of the’ claims of the State of Maine for 
the services of her militia. wrk 

Mr. P. also asked that the same committee be discharged 
from the further consideration of the memorial of Monsieur 
Gonon, in relation toa system of telegraphing. 

Mr. P. said the system was supposed to be very useful in 
time of war, but the committee did not deem it necessary in 
time of peace. The construction was not very difficult, and 
could easily be resorted to when required. The primary difi- 
culty was to designate any particular point. It did nat occur 
to the committee that New York, in the event of war, would 
be more important than New Orleans. At all events, it was not 
necessary at this particular time, and hence the committee had 
asked to be discharged from its further consideration, 

.. Mr. MOUTON said the object was understood to be one of 
very great importance to the Government. Tue memorial 


asked simply that an experiment might be made to test fully its . 


efficacy, so that in time of war it might be applied, and did not 
ask to fix any particular point. Monsieur Gonon did not anti- 
cipate any great extension of the system at present. 

Mr. PRESTON spoke of the system as highly creditable to 
the ingenuity and talents of the inventor. Mr. P, did not pre- 
tend to any knowledge of the science of telegraphing; he had, 
however, 8 several in his life, and it was but justice to Mon- 
sieur Gono say that his system was incomparably superior 
tothem all. The committee thought, however, that even an 
experiment between here and New York would involve an ex- 
‘pense that Congress, under present circumstances, would not 

„Ďe likely to undergo; and that had operated to induce the report 
which had just been made. 


Mr.MOUTON said he would prefer that the report lie on 
the table for the present; which was acceded to by -Mr.-Pres- 
TON. _ ens 

The dill for the relief of John McLeod was ihen taken up as 
in committee of the whole, and, without consideration, was, on 
the motion of Mr. PRENTISS, ordered tu lie on the table: 

The bill to increase the salary of officers in the revenue cut- 
ter service, whilst serving-in the Navy of the United States, was 
taken up asin committee of -the whole; and, after an explana- 
tion of the provisions ofthe bili by Mr. HUNTINGTON, who 
showed the propriety and justice of passing it, though it was 
prospective and retrospective in its operation— 

Mr. PIERCE obtained the floor, and thought it better to let the 
matter lie over a few days, until the resolution of the Senator from 
Delaware was acted on, proposing to abolish the revenue cutter 


service, and to employ the navy. He was, however, opposed. 


to the retrospective operation of the bill, which goes back to 
1836, on the ground that it would be liable to abuse, and would 
be setting a dangerous example for future legislation. 

The bill was passed by for the present. 

The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. Linn, in relation 
to the possession of the Oregon Territory, was taken up; when 

Mr. LINN said that if the resolution was then considered, it 
might lead to a discussion which would delay another subject 
before the Senate. Under these circumstances he would let it 
lie over for the present, $ 

PROPOSED BOARD OF EXCHEQUER. - 

The motion of reference of the report of thé Secretary of the 
Treasury to a committee of nineoming up as the unfinished 
business of the Senate— 3 Fa 

Mr. MOREHEAD did not riseiwith ang view-of going into 
an.elaborateargument on the question ignmediately under the 
consideration of the Senate, the hain points involved in that 
question having already been disu: at considerable, length, 
and with great ability. -He woud endeavor, as briefly as the 
nature of the subject would admij, të present his views thus 
early on the principles of the bill,jagd the report of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury accompanying it. He wished to do so, 
because his views differed from those expressed by some gen- 
tlemen with whom he generally agreed, as to the propriety of 
this debate. It had been urged that any discussion on the me- 
rits of the scheme would be premature, until the printed report 
of a committee had been under consideration. According to his 
views, indeed, it seemed to him peculiarly proper that the 
whole plan should be scrutinized thoroughly before reference, 
that it might be ascertained what was to be referred, and for 
what purpose. This course seemedtohim peculiarly proper, 
especially if the bill is to undergo any material change in com- 
mittee. It is proper that the Senate shouldex pressitssentiments 
in relation to the bill as it stands before reference, that the com- 
mittee may know what change is expected.. This is a most 
important subject; a proposition coming expressly from the 
Executive, recommended by high authority, and involving 
grave questions on the most important interests of the country. 
Under these circumstances, itseemed to him that the proposi- 
tion was entitled to the respect of prompt consideration. ‘ihe 
occasion was pressing, for, whatever difference of opinion might 
be entertained as to the cause of the distress and embarrassment 
of the couniry, there could be none as to the fact of their exist- 
ence, and that they called aloud for relief. The people of this 
country, it cannot be denied, are-Jaboring under great and un- 
mitigated difficulties. Commerce is deranged—every source of 
industry is paralyzed—the currency is unsound, and exchanges 
exorbitant. There may be’ differences of opinion as to the 
cause of all this, but there can be none, he would repeat, as to 
the existence of the facts. Surely, oppressions so severe seem- 
ed to cali irresistibly on the legislators of the country for relief. 
He was aware that differences of opinion prevailed during the 
extra scssion, on the question whether, at the late Presidential 
election, the people had decided for a Bank of the United States, 
or whether that question was involved in the Presidential elec- 
tion atall.. It was, also, a matter of dispute then whether the 
present Chief Magistrate was, ot was not, pledged by the deci- 
sion of that election to a National Bank. 


He did not propose to open up that question now. It would 
not be controverted that the people expected Congress would 
create some national institution, either of the nature ofan old 
fashioned Bank of the United States. or something compatible 
with the principles of the Whig party; to restore a sound cur- 
yency, and to relieve the embarrassments of the country. 
Whatever may have happened in other sections of the country, 
he could say with confidence that the West for years has been 
laboring under all the disadvantages ofa depreciated currency. 
For years shad the industry and enterprise of the West been 
struggling against a depreciated currency, and consequent high 
rates of exchange. It was a remarkable fact that the people of 
the West had paid more in exchanges than was demanded of 
them by their State taxes. The commercial intercourse of the 
West was mainly carried on with the Eastern and Northern 
States. The people of the West dealt at Baltimore, at Phila- 
delphia, and at New York, when they had purchases to make, 
The South was a market for hemp, tobacco, and other commo 
Gities produced at the West. After the defeat of the Bank of 
the United States, the people had resorted to State banks. They 
had contracted then, under this system, large debis—too large, 
perhaps, for men who should be cautious of their means. They 
had exponded vast sums of money in works ofinternal improve- 
ment. But, whatever might be the fate of those works, he trust- 
ed that all the States ofthe Union would remain faithful co their 
engagements. Such being the relation of the trade with the West, 
and the Eastern banks paying specie. it operated upon the pen- 
ple for evil, and on both sides. The West was indeed surround 
ed by a two edged sword—a worse currency at the South, 
and a better currency at the East. To the South the West 
was the producer, and to the East the purchaser; and such was 
the inequality arising from these two circunistances, that the 
West suffered from the existing stateof things in beth. He had 
been informed that the annual amount of money paid by the 
people of Kentucky alone was haifa million ofdollars in ex- 
changes. If this were true of Kentucky alone, some estimate 
might be formed of the tax paid by the West in the other sec- 
tions ofthe conntry. There were eight States known as the 
Western and Southwestern States--Ohio, Indiana, Kentucky, Eli- 
nois, Arkansas, Missouri, Michigan,and Mississippi. If Kentucky 
paid halfa millioa, the other States averaged about the same 
amount, and paid a sum equal to four millions of dajlars. As 
the relative tade with the East was about the same, he pre- 
sumed the estimate was a proper one. In addition to this, those 
States had to pay for internal improvements. Their indebted- 
ness was $60,000,000. They had to pay $3,390,000 of interest 
money, at six per cent. which per cent. at least was the rate of 


i 


an. institution they . thought woe 

Could it, therefore, be matter of wonder,’ è people'of 
the West-Jooked with great interest and solicitude to thë extra 
session, when they saw their Senators and: Representatives : 
straining every nerve, and making évery saérifice, to.obtain-ré> 
lief—and that they should riow regard With sorrow thë tinetc.- 
cessful exertions which had been made:to obtain: amw institution 
suited to theirdesires? The people.of the West had ‘contribus:: 
ted to their utmost-in support ofthat distinguished individual 
now at the head of the Government: They had rushed like the 
mountain flood to. his support. Kentucky had given him and 
his illustrious associate a greater vote than ever before, and that, 
too, in opposition to the pretensions of one of her awn respected 
and favorite sons. They had confidence in the President of the’ 
United States. They knew that he wasa Whig, the nominee of. 
a Whig National Convention; and, above all, that he was à Virgi- 
man. Kentucky had no doubt of him; and ifshe-ever had, those 
doubts were dispelled by the inaugural letter of the ‘President of 
the United States to the American people.. Ie would not stop 
here to comment upon those disappointments at the extra ses- 
sion, which, however great, did not so dishearten the Whigs ag 
to prevent them from looking to anather session of Congress, in 
thie-hope that some measure of relief would be proposed. “But 
they had been’ disappointed; and it was a sad spectacle, afteta 
twelve years’ struggle, to see that party suddenly overcome and 
prostrated, as it was. It was not, therefore, by any means'sir- 
prising, that the fall elections, pave ‘our. good Democratic 
friends.a temporary triumph. With what heart could their oppo- 
nents comè to the contest under the-appalling prospects around 
them? They did, nevertheless, look to the presènt session of Con- 
gress for relief; but they were not prepared to" leap to any:mea- 
sure which might be proposed. They wereready to unite‘to.ace 
complish whatever measure could be accomplished consistent 
with their former principles, If they had done or could ‘do 
this, they would have been justly liable to the imputation 
of the grossest inconsistency, and would have deserved a loss of 
confidence. Butthe Senate now had the promised scheme of 
the President before it; and there were objections, in his humble 
judgment, at the very outset, without looking at the details of 
the measure. lt was manifest upon its facethat it had proceed- 
ed irom the Executive, and it was obviously the tendency of 
the measure to be controlled by the Executive. The contest of 
1840 was to break down all barriers which mightintervene be- 
tween the Governmentand the people; but the Secretary of the 
Treasury, though properly the officer of Congress and the peo- 
ple, was here obviously the officer of the President. | He (Mr. 
Morsueap) objected to this report, then, because it comes from 
the Executive, and comes from him instead of the agent‘of the 
people aud the Government—the Treasurer of the United 
States, ås hisown measure. 

The project. now laid before Congress, he considered nothing 
put a Government institution—a Government Bank, whether 
called by that namefor not. No natter whether it was to be 
called an Exchequer, an Exchange Institution, or.a Govern- 
ment Bank, it was the child of the Government, supplied. with 
funds by the Government, managed by Government officers, 
ane exslusively under the control of the Goyernment. ` And 
this waa not the first time that such a scheme. had been 
offered to Congress and rejected. A distinguished Presi- 
dent of the United gStates had shadowed forth upon two 
occasions such a scheme as this to the Congress of the United 
States, and it was referred in the two Houses to appropriate 
committees. At the head of the committee in the Senate was 
General Samuel Smith of Maryland, and at the head of the com- 
mittee of the other House, Mr. McDuffie of South Carolina. 
These gentlemen regarded the proposed plan then as a great 
Governmentinstitution, The report of Mr. McDuffie was par- 
ticularly distinguished for the views of the committee. „If this 
wasnot a Government bank, it was a Government institution, 
aud the foundation of which was for the issue ofa Government 
paper money. An insuperable objection. to the measure is the 
enormous increase of Government patronage which it creates. 
It is, besides, to be the foundation of the paper circulation of the 
country. There is another strong objection, that taken by the 
Senator from Connecticut, (Mr. Huntincron,] that it is repea- 
Jable, and therefore calculated to destroy all confidence in the 
currency it issues. Regarded as a measure of finance, and 
placed on the footing of ordinary legislation—liable to be repeal» 
ed at the pleasure of Congress—over which Congress, as far as 
the legislative branches were concerned, might exercise ordi- 
nary contrel—what would Congress do? Ik might increase the 
ainount of the nominal capital of the institution—for that is ne- 
cessatily one of the powers of Congress—to fifteen millions of 
Treasury noies and fifteen millions of deposttes. And even this 
thirty millions may, in a short time, be found imadequate to tha 
demand of Government for this paper currency—for the ten» 
dency of a paper currency is toan insatiable jncrease—its appes 

i ows with what it feeds upon a 

í 


. BucHaNaNn observed, that was a fact.] 


In less than five years the appetite for an increased paper cur- 
rency would be such, that the nominal capital of the institution 
must be increased to a hundred millions to satisfy the cravings 
for it. Or suppose a case of war, when all the enérgies 
and resources of the nation would be placed in requisi- 
tion: would stich a curiency, in the absence of a. Natonal 
Bank, stand the test? It had been tried before and fail- 
ed. Cook! the State banks be relied upon? . No man relied up- 
on them atsuch times. They could not meet the . public exi. 
genvies of the country. But supposing some such evil should 
come, and then the little cloud, now no bigger than a man’s 
hand, shall overshadow the fand—to_ your fifteen millions you 
wouid add fifteen more, and @ handred millions of dollars to 
that. Whenever Government wants money, this scheme pre- 
sents such a facility for raising it that the temptation will be ir- 
resistibie. It is only to increase Treasury notes through this 
machinery—nothing to be doné but to have bits of paper signed 
by the officers of the institution, and make a hundred millions 
of dollars ina day, if required, Can the people of this coun 
try ever be satisfied to risk such a tremendous power in the 
hands of any Executive, or any governmental department? 
The present Chief Magistrate may not be always President, and 
his successor may not be quite so scrupulous about constitution- 
al difficulties. Congress could also give to this great Government 


institution the power to discount promissory notes, and ano- 


thet President; notquite so tenacious of the: rights of the States 
asthe present, would Rave no scruples, and by: this tinte - we. 
might understand something of the. powers. of this Board of 
Exchequer; and familiarity with danger; we are told, recon- 
ciled us’ to- it: Andto: facilitate all this; instead~of having 
two agencies in each State and Territory, before . two 
years: there. may» -be four -“agencies—for, with -an 
enlargement. of capital for- local: discounts, two agen- 
cles in” each .wouid:. prove’. inadequate’ .to - the duties 
required; apd’ the next step to ‘an increase. of capi- 
„tal:wọuid:be an increase. of officers, and necessarily an in- 
crease.of Government patronage: The increase ~ of . officers 


may be to any extent—the bill: does not say how many are ne-. 


cessary. Ou that, as on many points, it is indefinite. The 


power proposed ‘of increasing Government patronage was an` 


alarniing one. ‘The bill provides, also, a Board, to be com- 
posed. of the Secretary of the Treasury, among others, who 


is authorized to appoint all inferior officers, to regulate their 


salaries, and thé number of agents required to carry out.the 
provisions of the bill, and all on the recommendation of the 
Boardsof Exchequer. - There was no limitation, he repeated, 
of the-number. In good times there might be no danger; but 
we had fallen upon party times, and party discretion was to act 
for us; and who would trust any patty with such a discre- 
tionary power as this? He was ‘sure he neednot stop at this 
time of day to dwell npon the vast power given to the Execu- 
tive under this bill, nor.could Congress be too cautious in re- 
gard to this power. They could not.too carefully guard the 
temple of liberty from.the_money-lenders of the Government. 
Already they hadheard of the Executive abuse of power, and 
seen it and complained of it. ft was an immense power al- 
ready. Give the Executive now a bank, armed with thirty, 
fifty, or a hundred branches; give hima party—himself.at the 
head of: ity give him agents of his own selection, dependent 
upon him, and accountable to him; and what may not be ap- 
prehended? 

Already the Constitution had given him the sword. He has 
an ‘army of offiseholders,” as has become a proverb. Give 
him now. the revenues of the land, and who would answer 
thatvhe will. not perpetuate his power. Wao will say that 
some Cæsar or sume Napoleon will not-rise up and grasp the 
Treasury of the nation for himself? He (Mr. Morsusav) had 
been reading the warning voice of ourancestors. He had read 
from the patriotic Patrick Henry that there was no state of 
things co bad as.a union of the purse “with the sword. 
He-had learned from them, too, never to trust power 
in any hands where it may be used against the people; 
and, oppressed and cmbarrassed as the country was; over- 
whelmed with misfortunes on all hands, he disclaimed all con- 
nection with ic now, henceforth, and forever. He regarded the 
dangers as outweighing all benefits, Whatever its benefits or 
virtues may be, n contains a deforming feature. It has, as 
Patrick Henry has said, aa “awfnl squinting.’ It squints at 
power, and he could not trust such a powerin any hands. If 

e were to return to his constituents, and say that Congress had 
agreed to frame a bill Jike this—that their Representatives had 
become reconciled one with another upon such a platform— 
that, as.the mountain would not come to Mahomet, Mahomet 
had gone to the mountain— that they had rejected a Bank ofthe 
United States, and given, asa panacea, a bank of fifty, one 
hundred, and two hundréd millions of dollars—harassed and op- 
pressed, and almost crushed to death as they are, he should hear 
from them but one voice, and the voice of party would be lost 
in that, the cry of universal condemnation at the course we had 
pursued, z 


“Better to bear the ills we have} 
Than fly to others that we know not of”? 


They would be free rather than prosperous, 

Tf, thea, the principles of the Whig party cannot be main- 
tained without resorting to any such plan, let them perish, 
They are told to compromise. Who? The Representatives of 
the people to compromise to the Executive? No, no, He wag 
willing to concede much ; he had conceded much; but never 
could he sacrifice to power a principle like this. 

The author of this report, knew that ks principles had been 
repudiated for ten long years by the Whig party. And suppos- 
ing the quondam President, Mr. Van Buren, when the for- 
tunes of the Goverument were as they now are—supposing that 
then Mr, Van Buren, instead of recommending a Sab-LPreasur 
scheme, had recommended thisscheme, would the Whigs have 
recommended this also— patt Sub-Treasury, part Bang of the 
Sates and parta State bank system, asiti? ‘he Whig party 
would have denounced and repudiated it as they did when it 
was proposed years before by General Jackson, And this can. 
not be made even the basis of an institution. There was no- 
thiag good in it which was safeto adopt. And yet what was 
the remedy for all the evils under which the country suffers? 
He had seen it intimated in some ofthe public prints that this 
was a factions opposition—sthat it was this plan or nothing. If 
80, the fault wagnothere. If there was any remedy, the Whigs 
were to call upon the President of the United States to compro- 
misé. Let him set a example of liberality aad of magnanimicy, 
and his word for it, Congress would meet him halfway. if fe 
expected Congress to baw down to him, and yield the ground 
upon which it had stood, he could not be gratified, seif re- 
spect and cherished principles forbade it. 

He, (Mr. MorsHean,) thought ita source of great congratu> 
Jation that this scheme had been discussed as ithad been here. 
He congratulated ithe Senate and the country that men of all 
parties had raliied as one man in defence of a common princi- 
ple, and in the resistance of a measure endangering the liber- 
ties of the people. 


Mr. SIMMONS of Rhode Island said he did not rise for the 
purpose of continuing the discussion uponthis question of re- 
ference, which it would be temerity in him to attempt, after the 
very able and eloquent speeches to which he had listened from 
the most distinguished members of the Senate, of both political 
parties. His purpose in risiug was to suggest to honurable Se- 
nators, after what had been said in reference to the plan as 
proposed by the Executive, (which had so fully developed the 
views of all who had expressed an vpinion upon it, as it is, 
whether there was not another aspect io which both the report 
and plan could be viewed; and if it would not now be profita- 
ble for Senators to turn their auentivn to the plan, tosee what 
canbe done under the suggestions which it contains. He had 
asked himself, what do we wish todo? and by that he meant, 
what do the people wish should be done for their relief? And 
he ‘had examined this report and plan to see if relief could be 
given within the range of its suggestions and provisions, and 


` with great diffidence in his éapacity to judge of such questions, 


he believed th trelief could be given. . 3 

We want (said he) an institution for currency and exchanges, 
I think even more, but nothing short of this will answer.. What 
has been the obstacle to obtaiamg this heretofore? We all 


. know it has been.the constitutional objections of the President 


to a National Bank to operate per se-over.the Union. There is 
ho such objection to the proposed Exchequer; itis declared not 
to be a Bank; of course no such objection exists to it. If itis 
not sucha bank, with the contro] over it placed in the power. of 
the Executive, it would not be if that control were placed else- 
where. ‘The mere. power to control it does not alter it in other 
respects; and it appears to me all the objections which have been 
urged against the whole plan would be removed by altering 
that single provision; ail the dangers arise from the apprehended 
increase of Executive power. We certainly can alterit in that 
particular, and from what. has been said during the debate, it 
must be so altered to. obtain any support. Every one who has 
expressed.an opinion objects to it, and chiefly and justly I think, 
on that ground. Those expressing the highest confidence and 
strongest personal respect for the present Chief Magistrate, ex- 
press the strongest objection to this provision. Those by whose 
exertions he was elevated to power and those who opposed his 


elevation agree in opinion, and denounce this feature as in the — 


highest degree dangerous. es - 
There is now aremarkable coincidence of opinion among Se- 
nators of both parties concerning the danger of placing the con- 


. trol of the revenue, the fiscal concerns, and the currency of. the 


nation, within the power of the Executive. My political asso- 
ciates and myself have contended against it for the last ten 
years. The other party oppose it with equa! zeal, when it 
comes to be proposed by any others than those of their own 
party, Ihave read somewhere that it is a great good to be able 
“to see Ourselves ag others see us.” Our political opponents 
have obtained it. The proposition not coming from them, they 
leok at itas we did at theirs, which had the same effect, and as 
strongly oppose it.. The people, therefore, have .one consoling 
reflection amid their distress—that their liberties are safe, so far 
as danger has existed from that quarter, if our opponents act 
consistently with their present professions 

Another importantinquiry is, shall we endanger the success 
ofthe measure by makingsuch an alteration? [trust not. In 
carefully looking over the message of the President, I find that 
he enjoins it upon Congress to relieve him from a controlling 
power over the public ‘treasury; and if, in this plan which he 


proposes, that separation is not as complete as we desire, to - 


amend it. There is nothing in the message which shows any 
other than a desire to be freed from this control, or to give rea- 
son to doubt its sincerity, Itdisclaims all desire for any other 
contral over the public moneys than what is indispensable to 
execute the laws. There is nothing, then, in the way of this al- 
teration of the plan which endangers its success, if Congress 
can make it. This difficulty removed, are the powers proposed 
tbe -given and exercised by the Exchequer sufficient to give 
relie 

K is to receive deposites, to issue a paper atall times con- 
vertible into specie and receivable forall Government dues asa 
currency, and itis to dealin bills ofexchange. Itis clear that 
these are to be its powers; and we have no doubt of the power 
of this Government to confer them on an institution properly 
constituted. We believe these all necessary tothe successful 
carrying on of commerce between the several States, . Jt was 
asked by the honorable Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr. Bu- 
CHANAN] where was the constitutional power for doing this? 
It is only necessary to refer to the unanswered, if not wnan- 
swerable, argument of the honorable Senator from Georgia[ Mr. 
Berrien) at the last session upon that point. 

If paper can be circulated for a currency, under the authori- 
ty of this Government, without a capital in the institution 
which is to redeem it, it can certainly be more safely done with 
a capital. Sucha capital may be raised as well, and I think 
beiter,in the present condition of the country, by deposites, 
than by a subscription to stock. . 

The Exchequer is to receive deposites from individuals in 
the ordinary way ofdeposites; they may be temporary or per- 
manent, ‘Weare not obliged to provide that the people must 
pay for making a deposite and taking a certificate to enable 
them to tale the money from the same place. They may be 
allowed to make permanent deposites for the use of the iustitu- 
tion, and be paid for the use of their money by the institution. 
li paid a certain rate y t. (anil the balance to gu to the Go- 
vernment,) and that rate made io depend upon the earnings of 
the institution, which would depend upon its good manage- 
Ment, an individual interest would be created in its concerns, 
which is regarded as essential to the prosperity of such an in- 
stitution, and which would make the owners of certificates of 
permanent deposites proper and safe persons to appoint a por- 
tion of the Board of Control, having the Secretary and sufficient 
otirers associated with them to guard the interestsaf the Go- 
vernment, 

I have thrown out these suggestions of various modifications 
which can be made in the plan, forthe purpose of showing that 
they may be made without conflicting with the constitutional 
power which authorizes their exercise in the form in which the 
plan is presented; and that we may have the relief designed to 
be given without breaking down those harriers which are sup- 
posed to stand between liberty and despotism. . 


Ifthis is correct, and the plan has within its scope sufficient 
fur permanent relief, we should use every exertion to make it 
practicable and safe; if not so under the control of the Execu- 
lve, it will be under that of the people, who may have a per- 
manent interest in its good guvernment. AH have agreed that 
it can accomplish much good. The honorable Senator from 
North Carolina {Mr. Mangus} admitted this, and said that it 
was the Fiscal Corporation moved under the Treasury building, 
Move it back, then, to the people; it could notchange iis useful- 
ness. Some have insisted that its powers are too extensive; if 
s9, restrain them. 


Thadintended, Mr. President, to have made references to the 
report and message, to show that alterations in the plan 
were contemplated, as clearly indicated in them, but shall aot 
doso. My purpose willhave been answered ifthe suggestions 
I have mate shall induce honorable Senators to turn their at- 
tention to it with a view of seeing what can safely be made ofit 
for the reNef ofthe country. E 7 

Mr. WOODBURY (Mr. Simmoxs having concluded) rose 
and expressed a desire to say something upon the subject; 
but as the hour was late, an adjournment was moved and car- 
ried. 

And the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
2 -© WEDNESDAY, January 5, 1842. 

Mr. ADAMS rose and moved to amend the journal of yester- 

as follows: 

ay Sie out the instructions from the journal of yesterday, 
on his motion of December 14, as Mr. A says he withdrew the 
instructions and’ only moved to refer, the Speaker having’ 
stated, on that day, the instructions were not in order, excep: by 
general consent, and Mr: CAvE JOHNSON having objected there- 
10.” eke See 
Along discussion fallowed, involving the facts and the per- 
sonal recollection of members, in which Messrs. Apams, Hop- 
KINS, CAVE JOHNSON, SALTONSTALL, KENNEDY of Indiana, 
Bricas, and MeriwetHer participated, i 

When Mr. MERIWETHER moved to lay the amendment õn 
the table. 

Mr. ADAMS called for the yeas and nays, which were order- 
ed, and, being taken, were—yeas 99, nays 78. 

So the amendment was laid on the table. . ny 

Mr. PROFFIT rose and asked the indulgence of the House 
while he made a few observations, not certainly on a privileged 
question, but on a matter personal to himself. During the un- 
profitable debate which took place yesterday, hespoke for about 
three minutes, and in that time had not said one word to hurt 
the feelings of a solitary individual, or to apply personally 
tohim. Let the House then judge of his astonishment and sur- 
prise, when on taking up the National Intelligencer this morn- 
ing, he saw that on that floor a gentleman had been permitted to 
use language,accom panied by gestures toward him, which under 
any circumstances, could not but be regarded as grossly 
personal and offensive, without being decided by the Speaker 
tobe outof order. He perceived that in the National Intelli- 
gencer it was stated that the gentlemen from Tennessee (Mr. 
ARNOLD] even pointed at him while making his offensive re« 
marks. He did not, Mr, P. said, rise to ask an explanation of 
the gentleman from ‘lennessee; and he knew that, in making 
this reference to the House, he. was gratifying the feelings of 
some gentlemen in it, in giving them an opportunity to smile 
athim. Never having said a solitary word offensive to the 
gentleman, nor personal to any one, he would respectfully ask 
the Speaker if he heard the language reported in the Intelli. 
gencer, as used by the gentleman from Tennessee. If so, all 
that he could say was, that if members were permitted to use 
such language to each other, he would, from this day forward, 
come to the House prepared to defend himself. Mr. P. con- 
cluded by thanking the House for the indulgence extended to 


him. A K 

Mr. ARNOLD was sorry to see the gentleman from Indiana 
take the matter so seriously, He would say to the gentleman, 
however, that he had, on several occasions, when he (Mr. A.) 
was addressing the House, most ferociously and insolently called 
him to order. The gentleman said yesterday, privately to him, 
that if he had his wiji, he (Mr. A.) should never be heard again 
inthat hall. Though the gentleman was now so mincing and 
modest, and disclaimed any intention of being personal, yet he 
was yesterday considerably excited.. . 

Mr. A. concluded by saying that he did use the language that 
was attributed to him in the National Intelligence, and did ap- 
ply itto the gentleman from Indiana. i ; ` 

Mr. PROFFIT had no doubt that the gentleman did make 
the remarks attributed to him, and. he did not, therefore, rise 
for the purpose of asking any explanation of him, He could 
only say now, that he could not condescend to notice any thing 
the gentleman from Tennessee had said, or that he might say; 
but if any one on that floor that professed himself to be a gen- 
tleman, would use similar language towards him, or language 
approaching to itin the slightest degree, he would promptly 
take such notice of jt as it deserved. 

The SPEAKER would state to fhe gentlemin from Indiana 
ihat he did not observe the gentleman from Tennessee pointing 
at him, or he would certainly have called him to order. He 
had no right to consider the remarks that were made as appli- 
cable to the gentleman from Indiana, or any other gentleman, 
and certainty would have erred in so doing, as he did not ob- 
serve the gesture said to have been used. The gentleman from 
Tennessee was, however, called to order by the gentleman from 
New York, [Mr. BowNg,} and he (the SPEAKER) thereupon 
decided that he was out of order. 

Mr. ARNOLD, amid cries of order, said he merely wished 
to return his thanks to the noble gentleman from Indiana for 
the absolution he had given him, for all his sins, past and pros- 
pective. Tf the Meuse would indulge him he would ‘repeat an 
anecdoie which he thought was very appropriate to the pre- 
sent occasion. When he wasinthe Army be was unfortunate- 
ly under the command ofa very drunken General— 

Mr. WISE and several others called out fer order. 

Mr. GILMER hoped the Speaker would preserve order, 

The SPEAKER called Mr. A. to order, and he took his seat 
saying that it was a great loss to the House not to hear his anec- 
dote. 


The Hous: then resumed the consideration of the question 
on the appeal taken by Mr. Bowne against the decision of the 
speaker, allowing Mr. Arnoro to debate the question of recon- 
sideration moved by him, out of order, 


Mr. GENTRY wishedto make a statement of facts which 
he thought would induce the [ouge to accede to the request of 
his cofleagueto be again heard, When the remarks of the 
gentleman from New Hampshireg{Mr. Burke] in one of the 
morning papers were read, it was the opinion of the Tennessee 
delegation that they required an answer from one of the members 
from that State, andhe himself proposed to reply to them on 
the supposition that his colleague [Mr. ARNOLD] wonld not be 
allowed to speak again, having already once occupied the floor 
on that question, Buthis colleague insisted that he was the 
person most proper te make the reply, and that he could net 
doubt the liberality and justice of the House on such an occa- 
sion, The speech of the gentleman from New Hampshire, 
Mr. ©. said, had done his colleague and his State great injus- 
tice, and the only way that justice could be now done, would be 
to permit his colleague to reply toit, 

Mr, HOPKINS was about submitting a remark, when he 
yielded the floor, and 


R TREASURY NOTES. 
Leaye having been granted, Mr FILLMORE m the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, reported the following bill: 
A BILL to authorize an issue of Treasury notes. 
Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Representa: 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assem 
bled, That the President cf the Wnited States is hereby ‘autho- 


rized to cause Treasury notes, in lieu of those heretofore or 
hereafter redeemed, to be issued for such sum or sums as the 
exigencies of the Government.may require,but not exceeding the 
sum of. fiye millions of dollars of this emission outstanding at 
any one time, and to be issued under the limitaions of other 
provisions contained in the act entitled “An act to authorize the 
Isssuing of Treasury notes,” approved the twelfth of October, 
one thousand eight hundred and thirty-seven, and as modified 
by an act “An act additional to the act on the subject of Trea- 
sury notes,” approved the thirty first of March, one thousand 
eight hundred and forty, except that. the authority hereby given 
to issue Treasury notes shall expire at the end of one year from 
the passage of this’act, if not sooner terminated under the pro- 
viso to this section: Provided, That the authority hereby. given 
to issue Treasury no es shal! cease and determine as soon asthe 
loan authorized y the act of July twenty-first, one thousand 
eight hundred and forty-one, or which may be authorized by 
any ‘other act, shail be negotiated and rendered available. 

The bill having been read, 

The FILLMORE moved that it be printed, and referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. STUART of Illinois moved to Jay the bill on the table, 

Mr. WISE calleggfor the rearing of the bill. 

Mr. JOSEPH R. INGERSOLL. May I ask, also, that the 


letter of the Secretary of the Treasury, showing the indispensa- ` 


ble necessity of issuing Treasury notes, be read? 

The bill and letter were readaccordingly. 

Mr. FILLMORE asked the gentleman from: Hlinois to with- 
draw his motion to lay the bill on the table for a moment, to al- 
low him an opportunity for explanation. 

Mr. STUART declined, on the ground that the. necessities of 
the Governmentrequired that something shoutd be done spee- 
dily, and that he wished to avoid the consumption of time that 
wou.d be occasioned by.the consideration of such a bill, as he 
understood that’ most of the members of the House were com- 
mitted against the issue of Treasury notes, 

Mr. FILLMORE said that there might be a majority opposed 
to the issue of Treasury notes, but denied that all the members 
were committed againstit. He hoped the House would not de- 
cide against the bill without allowing an opportunity for expla- 
nation, . 

Soyoral communications accompanying the bill were then 
read. 

“| Mr, W. COST JOTINSON said he would vote against laying 
the bill on the table, although he would be compelled to vote 
against the bill itself. 

And the questian on the motion of My. Stuarr was taken and 
decided in the negative, as follows: : 

YEAS—Messrs. Landaf W. Andrews, Milon Brown, Wil- 
liam Butler, William O. Butler, W. PB. Campbell, . T. J. 
Campbell, Caruthers, Chittenden, Cooper, &. Davis, Dean, 
John G. Floyd, A, L. Foster, Goggin, P. G. Goode, Graham, 
Green, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Lane, Linn, Mathiot, Mori- 
wether, Morris, Owsley, Reynolds, Rodney, Wiiliam Russell, 
Snyder, John T. Stuart, Richard W. Thompson, Warren, 
©. H. Williams. —33.. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, S. J. Andrews, Arnold, 
Atherton, Baker, Barton, Beeson, Birdseye, Boardman, Borden, 
Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Briggs, Brockway, Charles Brown, 
Jeremiah Brown, Burke, Burnell, Sampson H. Butler, Green 
W., Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, Calhoun, John Campbel 1, 
Cary, Casey, Chapman, Childs, John C. Clark, S. N. Clark, 
Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Cross, 
Cushing, Richard D. Davis, Deberry, Doan, Doig, Eastman, 
John Edwards, John C. Edwards, Egbert, Everett, Ferris, Fes- 
senden, Fillmore, Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, Gamble, Gates, 
Gentry, Giddings, Gilmer, Gordon, Granger, Gustine, Gwinn, 
Habersham, Hall, Harris, Wiliam S. Hastings, John Hastings, 
Hays, Henry, Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, 
Hudson, Hunter, Hunt, J, R. Ingersoll, J. Irvin, W, W. Ir: 
win, Jack, James, Wm. Cost Johnson, Cave Johason, Isaac D. 
Jones, John P. Kennedy, King, Lawrence, Lewis, Lowell, 
Abraham McClellan, Robert McClellan, McKay, McKeon, 
Marchand, Alfred Marshall, Thomas F. Marshall, Samson 
Mason, John Thompson Mason, Mattocks,. Maxwell, Medill, 
Moore, Newhard, Osborne, Parmenter, Partridge, Payne, 
Plumer, Pope, Powell, Profit, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, 
‘A. Randall, Randolph, Reding, Rhett, Ridgway, Riggs, Roose- 
velt, J. M. Russell, Saltonstall, Sanford, Saunders, Shaw, Shep- 
perd, Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, Wm. Smith, Solers, 
Stanly, Steenrod, Stokely, Stratton, A. H. H. Stuart, Sum- 
mers, Sumter, Sweney, Taliaferro, John B. Thompson, Jacob 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Turney, Van Buren, 
Van Rensselaer, Wallace, Ward, Washington, Wattersen, 
Weller, Westbrook, Thamas W. Williams, James W. Wil- 
liams, Lewis Williants, Joseph L. Williams, Winthrop, Wise, 
Wood, and Avgustus Young—163. . 

So the motion to lay the bil on the table was rejected. 

And on motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the bill was referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. McKEON gave ‘notice that when this billffeame up he 
should offer an amendment to it, repealing the Distribution 
act. . 

Mr. HOLMES said he had been absent from the House most 
of the session.and at the time petitions were called for, and now 
asked leave of the House to present anumber of petitions which 
he had received for this pu pose. 

The SPEAKER stated that they would be received if no ob- 
jectiorkwas made : ‘a 

Mr. ADAMS objected to the presentation of petitions unless 
there wasa general call forthem. 

Mr. HOLMES then moved a suspension of the rules to enable 
him to offer the petitions. 

On this motion Mr. ADAMS asked for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. MATHIOT (addressing thimself to Mr. Homes, Masked 
the nature of the petitions? They were not Abolitition peti- 
tions? - 

Mr. HOLMES. They arc not,! will assure you. [Laugh- 
ter.) 

The ‘yeas and nays were not ordered by the House; and the 
question on the suspension ofthe rules was taken, and decided 
in the negative. a 

Mr. G. DAVIS moved to suspend the rules for the general 
reception of pgtitions; but at the request of several members 
withdrew the oe 

Mr. RANDOLPH moved that the letter of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, accompanying the Treasury Note bill, be print- 
ed; but withdrew the motion, being informed by 

The SPEAKER that the letter had already been ordered to 
be printed, with the bill. id 


Mr. SUMMERS, of Virginia, from the Committee on the Ex- + 
penditures of the House of Representatives, made a report in 
relation to. the contingent expenditures of the House, which, 
with the accompanying papers, was Jaid on the table andor- 
dered to be printed. ae 

Mr: POWELL asked leave to present a petition, the object 
of which was not heard. = ~ deters Be tg 

Mr. ADAMS objected. es: f 

Mr. J. C. CLARK begged the indulgence of the House to send 
to the Clerk’s table a resolution on a subject in which they all 
felt a common interest. He held in his hand.a document of 
thirty-two pages, some fifteen of which were perfectly useless. 
‘this evil-ought to be corrected; otherwise'the.House would 
have to increase its contingent find. There was hardly a 
morning but they found papers on their tables which were ofno 
use atali. It was time that charges of this sort should be ar- 
rested. He therefore sent to the Clerk’s table a resolution, 
which wasread, providing for the appointment of a select com- 
mittee on the subject of printing. . 

Mr. BRIGGS said, if the gentleman from New York had 
waited and seen the report of the committee, just laid on the 
table, he would have discovered thatthe evil was therein pro. - 
vided against. i 

Mr. CLARK then withdrew the resolution. 

Mr. ARNOLD said he believed his case now came up be- 
fore the House. [A laugh.] s 

Mr. BOWNE demanded the yeas and nays on the question 
ofappeal; which were ordered by the House. 

The SPEAKER then stated the question. He had under 
stood the gentleman from New York [Mr. Bowne] to call the 
gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. ARNOLD] to order for irrele- 
vant remarks. ‘The SrsaKsr had overruled the point of or- 
der; deciding that although the. remarks of the gentleman from 
Tennessee were, strictly, out of order, yet he could not arrest 
them, after the debate had been allowed such a latitude by the 
House From this decision the gentleman from New-York had 
taken an appeal to the House; and the question was now on 
that appeal. 

Mr. BOWNE observed that he wouldstate to the House the 
trae question to be decided by the vote about to be taken, so 
that it might be perfectly understood. The House would re- 
collect that a motion was made by the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Meaus [Mr. FILLMORE] to refer so much 
of the President’s message as relates t0 the tariff to the Com- 
mittee on Manufactures, and that to that motion an amend- 
ment was submitted by the gentleman from New Hampshire, 
[Mr. ArHERTON,] to refer the subject to the Committee of 

Ways and Means. A discussion took place on the whole me- 
rits of the tariff question, the subject of protecting duties, dis- 
criminating duties, and in fact on almost every question which 
had occupied the atteution of the House, lasting some eight or 
‘ten days. After this, the previous question was moved and 
sustained by the House, cutting off the debate, and deciding the 
question, Under these circumstances, the gentleman from 
Tennessee yesterday moved a reconsideration of the vole taken, 
on the gentleman from New Hampshire’s amendment, with 
the avowed purpose, not of voting on it, but of making a speech 
irrelevant to that question; and then, in support of his motion, 
was proceeding with remarks personally insulting to two gen- 
tleman on that floor. On this, he, Mr. B. had called the gen- 
tleman to order; but the Speaker decided that though the gen. 
tleman’s remarks were not strictly in order, yet he must be 
permiked to proceed, because other gentlemen who preceded 

im had spoken out of order, From that decission he, Mr. B. 
had appealed, and the question now was, whether the House 
would sustain the decision of the Chair. 

After some remarks from Mr. STANLY, 

Mr. BASTMAN said, that before the question was taken, he 
deemed it his duty, as one of the delegation from the State of 
New Hampshire, to state to the House the precise situation of 
the case. When the debate wasgoingon upon the question of 
reference, his colleague [Mr. ATHERTON] made a speech upon 
his motion to amend the resolution of the henorable gentleman 
from New York, [Mr. FıLLMORE.] In that speech no allusion 
whatever was made to the State of Tennessee, to the district of 
the gentleman from that State, [Mr. ARNoLD.] nor to thegentle- 
man himself. After his colleague had taken hisseat, and after 
another gentleman had submitted some remarks, the gentle- 
man from Tennessee (Mr. ArnoLp] obtained the floor, and 
made a most violent and unprovoked attack upon the State of 
New Hampshire. He (Mr. E.) need not repeat what the gen- 
tleman said, for it was fresh in the recollection of all who heard 
him. The delegation from that State felt themselves called 
upon, by every sense cf respect and regard for their State, to 
repel, at the very first opportunity, the slanderous attack that 
had been made upon her. Two or three attempted to obtain ; 
the floor, and his colleague (Mr. Burks] having been most suc- 
cessful,submitted the remarks which he did. Subsequeatly 
when he (Mr. E.) had the floor upon the question of reference, 
he took occasion to confirm the remarks which had been made 
by his colleague, {Mr. Burxe,] and also added a few suggesious 
of hisown, With what success this unprovoked attack was 
made upon the Stateof New Hampshire, and with what suc- 
cess it was repelled, is for the House and the country to decide. 
But the House will see that we were in no respect the assailants, 
but were driven to make the defence which we did by the rude 
assault of the gentleman from Tennessee. And now, sir, after 
the question of reference has been decided, and after the House 
has proceeded to the consideration of other business, the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee moves a reconsideration of the vote 
upon the question of reference, for the express and avowed 
purpose of answering my colleague [Mr. Burge] and myself. 
For me, sir, lam willing that the gentleman shall have that 
privilege to his hearts content, and I wil} vote to Jet him pro- 
ceed. All Task, sir, is, that the gentleman, after he has made 
his remarks, wil} not withdraw his motion to reconsider, but 
give usan opportunity to reply to him, if we deem proper 
Give us that chance, sir, and he may proceed as far as he 
pleases. . 

The Clerk then commenced calling the roi] on the question, 
“Shall the decision of the Speaker stand as the judgment of the 
House?’ aund— 

Mr. Apams’s name having been called, Mr. A. said he under- 
stood the question to be, whether the gentleman from ‘Tennessee 
(Mr. Arnoup] should be permitted to make a speech here in 
direct defiance of the rules o: the House; and that the Speaker 
had decided that he should proceed in direct defiance of the 
rules, because the Speaker had already permitted others to 
speak in the same manner. He could not vote to sustain the 
Speaker in that position, because in doing ithe must vote in an- 
nihilation ef the rules themselves, He held the Speaker respon: 


“sible—the rule itselfsaid hé should be—for arresting “any: mi 


`: me. 


ber the momenthe gets out of order; and.the Speaker-could: 
justify a subsequent. decision: for. violating the rules. 
House, because it had been done before: ` It wa f 
nected with the existence of the rule itself. añ 
could not vote to sustain the Speaker’s decision.’ * 
The SPEAKER remarked that he had decided yester 
the hurry. of the moment, that this appeal was debatable; bn 
from further reference to the rules, he was satisfied that.it was’ 
not, appeals on questions of irrelevanicy and personality not’ Des. 
ing debatable. And he. would add that as. the gentléman {Mr, 
ADams] insisted on the rigid application of the rules, Be would « 
call the gentleman to order. - ` ; : aa $ 
Mr. ADAMS. This isa pew decision, is- it?.. It stops. 
ne. Tsay, “No,” then, to. the support of the-Speaker’s de- 
cision. eee wee 
The question was then taken, and decided in the negative, as- 
follows: Yeas67, nays &9..” s S PERE 
oe the appeal from the decision of the Speaker was sus... 
tained. na, Teta arin 
Mr. ARNOLD said he supposed he might now be allowed-to 
proceed in order. : = g get 
Mr. GENTRY moved that his colleague [Mr. Arxorn] ‘be 
permiasa to proceed to the conclusion of his remarks, unless 
e should violate the rules of order to a greater degree than 
the gentlemen from-New Hampshire [Messis. Eastman: and 


7 


Burge] had done. ` pii pag 
The SPEAKER decided that the motion was not in order,” 
After some conversation by Messrs. GENTRY- and WISE, 

Mr. W. having made a motion that Mr, A. be allowed to pro-. 

ceed in order—which motion he did not press, howevei— -` 
The SPEAKER said that the gentleman from Tennessee [Mt, 

ARNOLD] having been called to order only for irrelevant re.. 


marks, would now be allowed to proceed in order, 


Mr. CHARLES BROWN wished to make a suggestion to the 
gentleman from Tennessee. He thought the gentleman would: 
better effect his end, if he would let the vote on the reconsideras: 
tionbe taken; and then, when they had reconsidered, the Jsub- 
ject would come up properly in debate. Sb it 

Mr. ARNOLD saidhe would endeavor to proceed in order. 

The SPEAKER said, to avoid further difficulty, he would 
state to the gentleman that this was a mere question of refe- 
rence, and now, afier the decision of the House, the debate 
must be confined strictly to the limits of the rule. 2 

Mr. ARNOLD said he had been afraid of that. - (Lavghter.] 
He was of opinion that the motion might be made to the House. 
that he shouldbe permitted to reply to the gentleman from New" 
Hampshire. : pene 

Mr. GILMER wished to make a suggestion to the gentleman” 
from Tennessee, ` : : pond 

Mr. ARNOLD said that if he was not permitted to draw a. 
parallel between the wretchedness, misery, and poverty of Ney - 
Hampshire, and the prosperity, buoyancy, and hope of Tennes- , 
see, the opportunity to discuss this question in the order now 
allowed him, would avail him but iite. If he could not do 
this, he might as welldie as gracefully as he could. He might 
not die as Cwsar did, at the foot of Pompey’s statue; but he' 
could say to the venerable gentleman from Massachusetts, et 
tu Bruta.” [Loud and continued Jaughter.] In one respect, 
however, he would follow the example of the gentleman from 
New Harpshire in writing out his remarks, and he would reply: 
to a speech in writing that was made in writing. He woule., 
therefore withdraw his motion for reconsideration, and he sup- 
posed they would adjourn and go home to their dinners. > © 

Mr. HOPKINS then moved that the House adjourn, but?with- ’ 
drew the motion for a momentat the request of-— ue 

Mr. FILLMORE, who addressed an inquiry to the Speaker, 
which wasnot heard, and in reply to which 

The SPEAKER was understood to say that this was the 
last of the thirty days of the session, when reports from com- 
mittees could be received in order. Pea 

Mr. FILLMORE then said he hoped the committees would 
be allowed to report before the House adjourned. ° 0 

The motion to adjourn wasthen renewed, and, prevailing, 

The House adjourned. EN 


IN SENATE, : 
Tuurepay, January 6, 1842. 

The PRESIDENT pro. tem. of the Senate laid 
before the body a communication from the De- 
partment of State, made in compliance with law, 
showing the number cf clerks in said Depart- 
ment, with ihe compensaiion allowed. 

Mr. SEVIER presented the petition of P. 
Pitchlyn,a Choctaw Indian: referred 1o the Commil« 
tee on Indian Affairs. ee 

Mr. WRIGHT presen‘ed the petiton of Thomas 
Brownewell, late a Lieutenant inthe Navy of the 
United States, in the late war. asking to be placed on 
the invalid pension list: referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. ee 

Also, the petition of Enoch. Hidden, praying Te- 
muneration for certain improvements in the Screw 
Dock, which is in universal use, and is of great 
value to the Navy: referred to the committee on 
Naval Afiairs. i 

Mr. HENDERSON presented a memorial from 
citizens of the city of New York, adverse to the 
repeal or postponement of the Bankrupt law: re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. PORTER, Mr.BERRIEN, acd Mr. CLAY, 
presented similar petitions from the city of New 
York; which received the same reference. 

Mr. WHITE presented resclations from the 
Legislature of Indiana, in favor of further appro- 
priations fer the repair and continuation of the 
national road: referred to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, ; 

On motion of Mr. WALKER, the petition of © 


. 


jhn. Hutchins, of Mississippi, praying the right of 
pre-emption to a tract of land, was ordered-to be 
taken from the files, and referred to the Committee 
on Pobli¢ Lands. = 070 75 a i 

Mr. BARROW presented the petition. of Joseph 
Alexander, asking. remuneration for services in ` 
the late war: referred to the Committee on Private 
Land’ Claims. ita oath ay 

On the motion.of Mr.. PHELPS, it was resolved. - 
thatthe Commitiee orf Pensions be directed to iñ:` 
quire into the expediency of: placing the name. of 
Nathaniel Stafford on the’ invalid pension rolt, 
and Rosa Prince, a: widow of a. soldier of the 
Revolution, on the Revolutionary: roll of pen- 
sioners. ` 

Onthe motion of Mr. WALKER, it was resolved 
that the Committee on the Post Office and Post. 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of continuing the post. route from Tuscumbia to 
Holly Wells, in the Siate of Mississippi. 

Mr. PHELPS presented two separate resolu- 
tions of the State of Vermont, instructing their Se- 
nators to endéavor to procure such amendment of 
the Constitution as wil restrict the eligibility of the 
President to one term, 

Also, that the voting for electors of Presiaent 
and Vice President may lake place the same day; 
which were ordered to lie onthe table and be 
printed. í i 

Mr. PHELPS also presented another series of 
resolutions. from. the Legislature of Vermont, 
which he said was of more practical importance 
to the people of the State of Vermont than any 
other, to wit, on the subject of a` protective tariff, 
involving sc me four or five material points, as fo!- 
lows: 


1. Resolved, That labor,voth mental and corporeal, is not 
only the most honorable means, but the only true source of 


ealth. 

2. That itis the duty of our Government at all times to pro- 
tect and encourage the industry of our citizens, by making and 
enforcing such a tariffof protective duties as will secure our 
home markets from the desperate and disastrous floodings of 


foreign competition, 

3. ‘Phat we regard the right to enjoy. the product of our soil 
and labor as sacred and valuable as the right to the soil itself, 
and that it is equally the duty of our Government to repel in- 
vasions and encroachments upon the one as the other. > 

4, That the farmer and the. manufacturer are alike vitally 
interested in such protection, and. that the prosperity of all 
classes and occupations is mainly dependent on the success of 
our agricultural and manufacturing interests, 

_ 5. "That the tariff laws now existing are highly defective and 

insufficient, and, by that part of the compromise act which is to 

take effect in July next, will be rendered still more defective 
nd unjust. 


Mr. P. moved. that the resolutions be printed, 
an3 referred to the Committee on Manufactures. 

Mr. CALHOUN said he had no objestion to 
the reference or reading of the resolutioas which 
had been presented by the Senator from Vermont. 
‘Tae first resolution affirmed a great truth, and the 
second was not a truth, and was entirely irrecon 
cileable with the first. It was indeed in direct 
contradiction of the sentiment in regard to labor. He 
hoped the Committee on Manufactures, to which 
the resolutions were referred, wouid make one in- 
quiry, and that. was wheiher there could be any 
competition between our own labor and foreign 
labor, and wheiher one branch of basi- 
mess was to be protecied at the expense of año- 
ther. The evil complained of in the resolution 
arises out ot protection. This was putting down one 
branch of industry at the expense of avother, 
and he wished to know if this was to be the ac- 
tion of the Government. Nothing could be more 
unjust. f 

Mr. PHELPS said it was no part of his object, 
7 in presenting the resolutions, to produce a debate 
in limine upon them. Suchdiscussions never re- 
sulted in any sound or practical good. It was 
enough for his purpose to discuss the propositions 
contained in the resolutions when presented in a 
form for action. He trusted the Committee on 
Manufactures woold give ihe resolutions due con- 
sideration, and that they would be enabled to pre- 
sent measures based upon the resolutions calculated 
to carry their doctrines into practical effect, Whea 
they did this, he should feel ready, and even bound, 
to defend the principles contained in the resolutions 
which he had, submitted. 

Mr. CALHOUN said he was not disposed to 


debate the subject at this time. All he wished was 
this: that the Committee on Manufactures would | 


i 
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reconcile the first of the principles laid down in the 
resolutions with the second. .Hedenied that there 
was any harmony in:them. “While Iam up, (said 
Mr. C.) let me say; with great deference to the 
gentleman from Vermont, that- I bave a decument 
in my pocket which proves that Vermont pays less 
than one per cent. in.duties where other States pay 
twenty-five, thas showing the inequality of the pre- 
sent system ‘of duties. 8 Pe 
Mr. PHELPS, in. reply to Mr. Catuoun, said 
that the books did not show the imports, and could 
not... The goods coming into Vermont. were 
imported through Boston and New York, and very 
few of them by way. of Lake Champlain. The 
amount of goods, indeed, which came from Lake 
Champlain wasbuta trifle of the whole. If the 
‘gentleman could ascertain how many goods were 
imported by way of the other States, which were con- 
sumed in Vermont, be could arrive at some data as 
to the duties paid by Vermont, and not otherwise. 
By Mr. SMITH of Indiana: Petitions of John J. 
Beck and Nicholas Fieenor, of Indiana, asking for 
pay for horses killed-at the batle. of Tippecanoe: 
referred to the Commitiee on Claims. 
On motion of Mr. PIERCE, it was ordered that 


` the petition of Daniel Peck, praying a pension for 


disability incurred during the last war, while in 


| the line of his.duty; and the petition of George 


Johnson, praying for a pension, be taken from the 
files, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. MERRICK, on leave, introduced a bill for 
the relief. of Francis Newman, deceased; which was 
read the first, and, by special order, a second time, 
and referred. to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana, from the Committee on 
Pablic Lands, reported a biil to perfect titles to 
lands sowth of the Arkansas river, held under New 
Madrid locations and‘ pre-emption rights, under the 
act of 1814, with a special report. . 

Also, a bill for the relief of certain seters on 
the public lands, who were deprived of the benefits 
of the act granting pre-emption rights, approved 
19th June, 1834, without amendment. ` 

Also, a bill to amend an act, entitled “An act to 
appropriate the preceeds of sales of pubiic lands, 
and to grant pre-emption rights,” approved Sept. 4, 
1841, with an amendment, and a special report. 
[The bill, as amended, extends the pre-emption 
right to persons who, at the date of the ac: of 1841, 
had settled upon the puolic lands, whether surveyed 
or not.] 

Also, a bill further to amend the act entitled “An 
aet to appropriate the proceeds of the sales of the 
public lands, and to grant pre emption rights,” ap- 
proved September 4, 1841, with an amendment. 
[This biil authorizes the Governor of Ilinois to se- 
ject the Jands granted to that State by the act of 
1841 ] 

The several reports, on motion of Mr. SMITH, 
were ordered to be printed. 

The bill to increase the pay of the officers of 
Revenue cutters, whilst engaged in naval service 
was taken up and postponed. A 

Engrossed bill for the relief of Margaret Barnes, 
the widow of Elijah Barnes, was read the third 
time and passed. 

The bill for the relief of the lezal representatives 
of Aaron Vail, deceased, late Consul at L'Orient, 
was taken up as ia -Committee of the Whole, and 
after some explanation of the object of the 
bill by Mr. HUNTINGTON, and Mr. KING, 
in reply to the inquiry of Mr. SEVIER, 
it was reported back to the Sesate wihout 
amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. : 
e bill erca‘ing a new land district in the State 
ouri, and changing the boundaries of the 
Western aud Southwestern Land districts in said 
State, was taken up as in committee of the whole, 
end aftera few remarks by Mr.SMIPH of In- 
diana, and Mir. LINN, as to the propriety of leav- 


ing the power in the hands of the President to | 


select the point at which the new land office shall 
be located, the bill was reported to the Senate, and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. CLAY, on leave, introduced a bill amenda- 
tory of the several acts relating to copyrights: re- 


! ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


The following bills were severally considered, as 


il 


— 


in Committee of the Whole; and ordered to. be en- 
grossed for a third reading, viz: 

A bili to provide for the payment to the State of 
Louisiana of the balance due said State for expen- 
ditures incurred in raising, equipping, and paying 
off a regiment of volunteer militia, mustered into 
the service of the United States, and employed in. 
the Fiorida war in the year 1836. E i 

A bill for the relief of certain companies of Mis- 
souri volunteers, commanded by Captains Steven- 
son, Pollard, Sconce, Atchison, and Crawford. . 

A bill for the relief of ‘the heirs of Daniel Petti- 
bone, deceased.. f : i 

“A bill to authorize the payment of equitable 
commissions to the agents or attorneys of persors 
in whose favor awards have been made under four. 
several treaties between the United States and cer- 
tain foreign powers; which award#have been re- 
tained in the Treasury, in payment of debts due the 
United States. ; i 

A bill to authorize the inhabitants of towhship 
eight north, of range thirty-two west, in the State 
of Arkansas, to enter a section of land in lieu of 
the sixteenth section in said township, upon condi- 
tion that the same is surrendered” to the State for 
ordinary purposes, was taken up as jn committee 
of the whole. This bill was reported from the 
Committee on Public Lands with an amenda.ent 
giving the power into the hands of a majority of 
the inbabitants of the township to dispose of the 
lands in lieu of other. 

Mr. KING and: Mr. WOODBRIDGE opposed 
the amendment. They contended. that a majority 
had no right to divest any. inhabitant of his title, 
which had been legally acquired, but that it should 
require the consent of every individual interested. 
They were for leaving it to the consent of the in- 
habitants of the township to decide. 

Mr. PRESTON denied the right of Congress 
fo pass any. law interfering between the Le. 


‘gislatare and the inhabitants of the township. 


That they had no right to look behind the Legisla- 
ture to say what number was competent to divest 
the whole of title. That that power should be left 
to the Legislature of Arkansas, which was the pro- 
per euardian of the inhabitants of the township. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana denied the position as- 
sumed. If they had a right to pass the bill at all, 
they had a right to prescribe the mode. 

The amendment was not agreed to, and the bill 
was taken up in the Senate, and ordered to te en- 
grossed for a third reading. . f 

PROPOSED BOARD OF EXCHEQUER, 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. snhounced the un- 
finished busiaess, whichiwas the/proposition to re- 
fer to a select committeg of ning the projet of the 
Secretary of the Treakury for a Board of Ex- 
chequer. f i 

Mr. WOODBURY observed that ke was in fa- 
vor of the motion before the? Senate to refer the 
bill to a select committee. ;He thought the im- 
portance of the subje¢t-mafter of the report was 
such as to require iti Sglf-respect on the part of 
the Senate. and parli4mextary usage authorized 
the reference; and in addifion to this, the source 
from which the measyye emanated rendered this 
course peculiarly proper. It is an imposing plan, 
and baving already attracted much public atten- 
tioa, a full consideration of it was expected. He 
agreed with the Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. 
MOREHEAD,] that it was a fit and proper occasion, 
on a motion cf reference, for discussion on the 
principles and tendency of the measure proposed 
to be referred—particularly a measure coming 
from so high a source, and relating to such am im- 
portant subject. Bat, at the same time, he felt it 
incumbent on him to say he did not aaticipate 
that any important plan of compromise was to be 
expecied from the report of a committee, or that 
any such report conld reconcile the conflicting 
principles of this bill. He agreed that there 


might be much. distress in manv parts of 
the Union, and that much difficulty and 
ambarrassment had grown ovt of a deranged 


currency; bat he did not antie:pate that much re- 
lief would result from any such m@ftcure as that 
now proposed. He believed the disease Jay much 
deeper, and spread much wider than it was possi- 
ble for this measure to heal, and that it was a dis- 
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ease: which affected not alone this Union, but 
every country in the commercial world. - ~~ 

He was, however, willing to approch any pro- 
posed healing measure witha view of candid ex- 
amination and fair consideration... And if what 
was contained in the report wasindeed capable of 
addministering relief, he would be as willing as 
the Senator from Rhode Island, [Mr. Simmons,] 
or any other Senator, to seek for and find in it, 
some standing ground on which all could unite for 
the common good. If there was any principle in it, 
upon which all could unite, it was certainly more 
likely to be found through tne medium of the con- 
sideration and report of a committee than in dis- 
quisitions on the mere technicalities of the name to 
be given to the institution. It could tend to 
no good to dwell upon such technicalities, and 
he thought, therefore, it would be much better to 
scrutinize the matter itself, with a view of dis- 
covering what there was in it that could be laid 
hold of as practical, and at the same time unob- 
jectionable, He cared not who were its parents— 
whether it had six, or only one—but viewing the 
report which is now the subject of reference 
merely as a proposition to carry into effect impor- 
tant functions of Government—no matier from 
what source it came—it seemed to have in itself 
elements wholly irreconcilable with the constitu- 
tional functions of this Government. Who was 
the author of the plan, was a question, he con- 
ceived, of no material importance, and he should 
therefore throw the subject of its origin out of con- 
sideration. One Senator, indeed, had said that this plan 
originated ten years ago with the distinguished in- 
dividual then President, (General Jackson,) and 
that it had its birth in his Executive message of 
1830. An attempt has been made by some to 
render it odious on that account, and by others to 
invite a favorable consideration of the present 
measure. No person, he contended, can regard the 
Executive message of President Jackson, to which 
such reference is made, as sanctioning the princi- 
ples of this bill. The suggestions of that message 
were very different from the propositions here laid 
gown. There was no pretence in that message to any 
right on the part of the Government to exercise a 
power over the private exchanges of the country, or 
the private deposites of individuals, It only meant 
to exercise control over the public funds when that 
exercise comported with the powers of the General 
Government. Bat no gentleman of candor would 
contend: that General Jackson’s message intended 
to convey any idea that he would sanction the ex- 
ercise on the part of the General Government of 
any ‘control over the private business or money 
transactions of individuals. Ilis suggestions, and 
those of the bill now under consideration, differed 
widely indeed. This bill proposes that Govern- 
ment shall furnish the United States with a paper 
currency. He denounced any scheme for issuing 
a Government paper currency. This proposes 


i that the Government shall deal in private exchanges 


He (Gen. Jackson) disclaimed any power to apply ihe 
public money io any such use. Strip this bill of 
its exchange clause, and of the clause authorizing 
an issue of paper currency, and what would it be 
but what most gentlemen present would agree to 
accept, as far as it went, a proposition to exercise 
the constitutional powers to safely keep and dis- 
burse the revenues of the Government? 

It was also said that this plan originated in a re- 
port from the Treasvry Department ia 1837. There 
was not the slightest resembiance between the sug- 
gestions of that report and the propositions of this 
measure. So far from sanctioning the idea of the 
Government dealing in exchanges, that report re- 
‘pudiates, in the most express and uneqnivocal 
‘terms, any application of the public funds to other 
‘purposes than those of the Government itself. And 
“with respect to currency, the idea that any species 
‘of currency shouldbe created even as Treasury 
“notes, by the General Government, not based, do - 


lar for dollar, on gold and silver, never was in- 
tended, nor could it be deduced from. that report. 


It was also asserted that the main principles of 
this plan were shadowed forth by a distinguished 
Senator from Seuth Carolina, [Mr. Catnoun,] in 
1836-"37. But it was not pretended that that dis- 
tinguished Senator had then said any thing 
in favor of the right of the General Government 
to dealin private exchanges. The Senator from 
South Carolina was present, however, and would, 
no doubt, at the proper time, give his views on cur- 
rency, and state what he then and now thought 
on that subject. He (Mr. W.) would not, 
at this time, enter upon a discussion of any thing 
but the report and the bill under consideration. 
And, in relation to these, it was said at the outset 
by his friend from Pennsylvania [Mr. BUCHANAN] 
and what he said was concurred in by others who 


! followed in debate, that this project was nothing 


but a great: Government Bank, supplied with 
means by the Government, and fcontrol'ed 
by the Government. So far from question- 
ing the definitions given on the other side, he 
concurred in the general views expressed by those 
Senators as to the banking features of the mea- 
sure. But, at the same time that he conceded this, 
he felt bound to say that he should not be deterred 
from adopting any sound and constitutional plan 
for the receiving, safekeeping, and disbursing of the 
public money, merely because it had attached to 
it the name ofa bank, any more than he would 
if it was designated by another name. 

The bill proposed, first, a system for keeping the 
public money. It next proposed a system of ex- 
changes; and next to create a public paper enr- 
rency. But under all this there is a fourth system 
concealed and kept out of view, but no less a part 
of the whole plan—a system of borrowing money— 
a system by which the proposed Board of Ex- 
chequer can effect a loan of ten millions jn the 
first instance by an issue of Treasury notes, and 
five millions afterwards by an issue of scrip. So 
that, in fact, there is in this project an assumed pow- 
er to keep and disburse the public money—to deal 
in private exchanges with that public money—to 
receive and keep private money on deposite,or hav- 
ing received it, and owing it to individuals,to issue 
three times its amount as a paper currency; and, 
in the fourth place, to borrow fifteen millions of dol- 
lars. Here, then, were four colossal powers. 
With regard to the first, although he might have 
differed from some of his friends in 1837, it was 
on what he conceived good grounds, and on those 
grounds he was in favor of separating the power 
of the custody of the public money from any 


possible connection with the currency of 
the country. He was then, and he still 
remained, in favor of a plan indisputably 


constitational and safe from contact with the cur- 
rency—that of an Independent Treasury. And had 
the act of 1837 been confined to those legitimate 
functions, it would now stand on the statute book 
unrepealed. But the hue and ery was raised 
a:ainst it, and it was made so unpopular that it 
was repealed, on account of the very features to 
which he had at first objected. 

Now, as far as the mere receiving, safekeeping 
and disbursing of the public money go, the plan 
under consideration is in accordance with the In- 
dependent Treasury system, which the gentlemen, 
who have the majority in Congress, repealed last 
session—he would not say whether wisely or not. 
He had the same faith in that plan now that he had 
in 1837, and he believed it was the only true and 
sufe system that could be devised. He regretted 
its repeal at all, and particularly that it was repeal- 
ed without enacting some law equally constitution- 
al as a substitute. He conld not hope, be feared, 
that the act repealed last cession would be rein- 
stated on the statute book. He opposed its repeal 
then, because he knew that it ought not to be re- 
pealed without a constitutional substitute was 
ready to take its place. 


A false issue had been got up on. the. pretence. 
that the various interests of the industrious classes. 
of the community were affected by the manner of 
keeping and disbursing the public money.- It is 
merely apolitical question. The manner of keeps. 
ing the public money has nothing to do with the - 
agricultural interest, or the manufacturing interest of 
the country, exceptin the relation which the whole 
community bears to the faithful exercise of a trust, 
given to the General Government. He was in fa- 
vor of doing something, as suggested by the Sena~ 
tor from Rhode Island—of arranging, if it. can be 
agreed upon, those provisions of the proposed bill 


-on the great principles of the act of 1789.. Not be- 


cause he believed that under that.act the Exccu- 
tive, at any time, or even now, could take a dollar, 
out of the Treasury not appropriated. by law ; 
for he considered this thing of the union of 
the purse and the sword, which was dwelt - 
upon so universally by - political oraters,: was 
merely- theoretical’ and not practical. . No 
President can extract a- dollar, or- even the 
value of a pin from the Treasury, without a. legal. 
authority to do it. It was not the mere custody of 
the money that constituted the real union of the 
purse and the sword; it was the power of the Rzeca- 
tive over banks having porsession of the public money 
—and the act of 1836 gave nosuch power to the Eza 
ecutive; but the bill before the Senate certuinly 
did. He had no belief that the committee to whom 
this bill might be referred would recommend a re- 
enactment of the law of 1836. And he could not 
help regarding the proposition to create a Board of 
Exchequer, with from one to two hundred officers, 
and having agencies in every State, as an alarm- 
ing increase of the Government pa!ronage. if any 
plan could be reported back from the committee as 
simple as the plan of 1836, and free from its imper- 
fections, it would be desirable; but he wouid prefer 
a restoration of the Independent Treasury. ‘These 
things, perhaps, were hardly to be expecied from 
the committee; and therefore he anticipated no 
result from the report which may be made. 
The gentlemen on the oppesite side, no doubt 
conscientiously, beheved a Bank of the United 
States constitutional. He and his friends be- 
lieved it was not. The geuticman cpp»site had 
no scruples—no doubt of the constitationzlity of 
an Independent Treasury. (ie and his friends 
stood by it as the only constitutional measure for 
the fiscal operations of the Government. No sa 
crifice of conscientious ¢cruples was reqaired from 
the other side to adopt that measure; but insupera- 
ble objections existed on the part. of himsel end 
his friends toa National Bauk. It was evident, 
therefore, that concession should come from the 
opposite side, because nothing would be saeniliced 
by it. The Senator from Rhode Island (Mr. Sim- 
mons] had inferred from the clause in the Con- 
stitution giving power to the General Go- 
vernment to regulate commerce, that it included 
the power to regulate exchanges and currency. 
This, he (Mr. W.) denied. He denied that any 
such principle had ever-been acted upoa by even 
the most de:potic Governments of the old woud. 
And as long as the project submitted to Cougress 
contains this feature of assuming a power in ibe 
Government to deal in private exchanges, he fear- 
ed nothing could be done. lt wasa proposition:£0 
utterly unconstitutional, that it could not receive,” 
under any modification, his support., It was con. 
sidered so dangerous and unconslitzuona!, that the 
convention which framed the Constitution not caly 
would not recognise the principle; but expressiy 
repudiated it, even as regarded foreign exchanges, 
Was it ever before heard that the ciause in tne 
Constitution to regulate commerce meant the deal- 
ing in exchanges with the public money; and that 
buying and selling of private bills of exchange was 
meant by the power to regulate the commercial 
intercourse with the States? It was a monstrous 
interpretation; and in his view, and that of his 
friends, wholly untenable aud unconstitutional. It 
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mnight:as well be said that the clause to regulate 
commerce empowered the General Government 
to take the tonnage of commerce into his own 
hands—to regulate manufactures, to take the busi- 
* ness of manufacturieg into its own hands—and 
the power to regulate agriculture was a power to 
send officers to take hold of the plough and culti- 
“vate the Jand. , 

It is supposed fifteen or twenty millions must 
be appropriated to the buying of exehanges; but it 
is proposed to sell as well as to buy, and in this 
way the amount may be considered unlimited. 
Now without dwelling on the obvious unconstitu- 
tionality of this point, he would advert a moment 
to its inexpediency. What general good could be 
effected by this dealing in exchanges with the pub- 
lic funds? And here he would claim the atten- 
tion of the Senator from Kentucky to the expedi- 


éncy of the proposition, even if the Government ` 


had the power. Suppose, under this bill, the ex- 
changes should not exceed two per cent —-or that 
of the mere cost of transmitting specie: itis thought 
this would be a great gain; and in this way the 
country would be relieved. Now, he would turn 
to a New York paper, quoting the present rates of 
exchange, and it would be seentbat the exchange 
between St. Louis and New York at the pre- 
sent moment is less than two per centum. [Mr. 
Benton remarked that this morning the quo- 
tation was one anda half per cent.] Yes: only 
one and a half per cent. Where then would be the 
gain? And yet it was urged that the West is pa- 
ralyzed by a ruinous exchange. No doubt the 
exchange value of irredeemable bank paper, con- 
trasted with specie, was large—particularly on sach 
acurrency as Wild Cat money. But there was no 


excessive exchange on specie, or bank paper truly re- ° 


presenting specie. The only real exchange that ex- 
isted was the cost of transmitting specie. The 
great fallacy consisted in supposing the paper 
money of suspended banks, of the came value as spe- 
“cie. Specie could be transported from New Or- 
leans to New York for less than two per cent. and 
the cost of transmission was the only true basis for 
ascertaining the rate of exchanges, At present, 
the rate of exchange between Charleston, Augusta, 
and New York, was nothing onspecie So it would be 
with the Western States if their Legislatures did their 
duty and compelled their lceal banks to pay specie. 
So it is, in fact, when specie is the basis of ex- 
change; it is only on non-specie paying bank mo- 
ney that five or seven per cent. exchange is de- 
manded in the Western States. A National Bank 
did nothing to regulate such exchanges. Ex- 
changes were lower now at many points than they 
were when the United States Bank was in full ope- 
ration, as could be seen by the tables before Con- 
gress. A National Bank would not relieve the 
country from the exchanges on depreciated paper 
currency; nor would the biil now proposed, if en- 
acted, afford the relief anticipated. If the Board 
of Exchequer, through its agencies, were to deal 
in exchanges to the amount of thirty, fifty, or 
even one hundred millions—though this could not 
be, without an explosion of the institution within 
six months—it would benefit none but speculators, 
mammoth corporations, and favorite politicians. 
The exchanges of the whole community do net 
fall short of five hundred millions; and the bune 
dred millions cf this institution would only reach 
to one-fifih of the exchange business. One-fitth of 
the community would then be benefited by ex- 
changes at less than two per cent ;#but it would be 
at the expense of the four-fifths which would be 
excluded, and which, in consequence of this in- 
terferexce, and preference to the favored few, would 
have to pay higher rates of exchange than before. 
This was a principle of the bill which he could not 
consent to in any pessible compromise. But with 
regard to another feature of the measure, he would 
go as far as the Senator from Virginia [Mr. 
Rives] to effect something for the relief of the 
country, if itcould be pointed cut thatit would 
effect relief, and that it could be done constitu- 
tionally. But that Senator surely would not, 
educated ashe was at the feet of Gamaliel, re- 
quire that he (Mr. W.) and his friends should 
sacrifice their constitutional scruples for ihe mere 
sake cf action. The Senator is not in favor of the 


sooner than do nothing. 


“do nothing” policy: . It. might be ‘inferred 
that he was in favor of doing everything 
But he (Mr. Woop- 
BuRY) had aright also to his opinion, which was, 
that although willing and ready to do what can 
be done constitutionally, he would prefer doing 
nothing to doing that which he felt conscious was 
not only unconstititional but. inexpedient. A 
man whom his State. (New. Hampshire) had 
always honored (Mr. Langdon) had said in the Con- 
vention that he would rather reject the whole Con- 
stitution than insert the three words“and emit bills.” 
Other intelligent men and undoubted patriots, held 
the same opinion. Mr. Madison did not believe 
that’ Treasury notes could be issued as a paper 
currency. What was Shay’s rebellion in Massa- 
chusetts, but a rebellion to relieve the people by an 
issue of paper money? It was put down, as all 
such rebellions should be, and must be put down, 
under. the Constitution of his country. In any 
sudden crisis, this paper currency could not stand 
six weeks. Even the power to issue certificates of 
deposite, as proposed in this bill, if constitutional, 
could not effect any good; for, suppose with five 
millions of deposites, an issue of three times the 
amount, or fifteen millions, is made, what would be 
the inevitable effect? In the event of a panic—from 
sudden war or other causes—how could these cer- 
tificates for fifteen millions be redeemed? The first 
claimants for five millions would take all the 
specie; or suppose they: only took half of it, there 
would then be left only two and a half millions of 
specie to redeem twelve and a half millions of cer- 
tificates of deposites. But ifitwasa great panic 
the whole of the specie would be taken, and 
nothing left to redeem the ten millions outstanding. 
This Exchequer Institution would then be as 
complete a rag paper bank as any ever established 
cn Owl creek, or elsewhere. There was no fancy 
in this; it was all fact: it would have been the effect 
reiterated halfa dozen times within the last half 
dozen years, if this plan had been in existence 
as a Government institution. But the redemption 
of certificates of deposite was not all; tue Treasury 
notes would have to be redeemed. It might be 
asked how the United States Bank got along. 
It was often reduced to a dilemma, and 
it was only by transporting specie from 
the West over the mountains, by forced 
marches, tha! it saved itself from disgrace. 
It was by a few wagon loads of silver from 
the West, when she had not one hundred thou- 
sand dollars of specie in her vaults, that in 1819 
and 1821 she was kent froin suspension. Similar 
transportations of silver would have to be made 
from distant agencies, under this bill, or the pro- 
posed institution could not exist twelve months. 
Now, to transmit specie, or sustain exchanges on 
a specie basis, it was not necessary to have this 
Exchequer Board. at all. Kentucky would not lose 
half a million of dollars, or the eight Western 
States, mentioned yesterday, four millions in ex- 
changes, if Kentucky, and her sister States of the 
West, would cause their banks to preserve a sound 
and redeemable State currency. But the report 
now under diseussion says the proposed seheme 
would prevent over issues and expansions, If this 
was not so grave and important a subject, the as- 
sumption would provoke laughter. The preposi- 
tion is to issue three dollars of paper for one of 
specie in the vaults of the institution—or an ex- 
pansion of two hundred per cent. Now the United 
States Bank, in its greatest glory, never attempted 
an expansion beyond fifty per cent. Itdid cn one oc- 
casion expand, insix months, its circulation from six- 
teen millions to twenty-four millions; but that was 
oniy fifty percent. This institution may, however, at 
any time, expand two hundred per cent. And this 
was the propositien to prevent expansion. Money 
issued on the principles laid down would soon beas 
valueless as the continental money once was, whena 
thousand dollars of it would not purchase a breakfast. 
He did not agree with gentlemen as to the necessity 
for a paper currency at all, issued by the Govern- 
ment. Commercial men and travelling men needed 
paper money, and should have it; but they can 
have it in bills of exchange, furnished by the busi- 
ness of the country, and through the ordinary 
channels of business, Any State can hbh7ga | 


as good a currency for itself. as the Go- 
vernment can make. This was true, and it 
only required the proper action of State Legisla- 
tures, and: the subjection of local banks to the 
operation of a Bankrupt law, to make some State 
currency good all over the Union. Commerce was 
the basis of paper currency, and a sound and pro- 
per currency. of this kind would be at par in 
all commercial cities. Any State could make 
as good a Board of Exchequer as the General Go- 
vernment. Could not. New York do it? What 
occasion was there, then. for the General Govern- 
ment to meddle with the currency? Congress 
should not tamper with it. It should be. let 
to take care of itself. The General Government 
was, he considered, restricted from this intermed- 
dling. It was under no obligation to interfere, and 
ought not to interfere, unless peower to do so 
is explicitly given, And if there was a power to 
issue a Government paper currency, it surely 
should be confined to an issue of dollar for 
dollar of specie, He had said so in the re- 
port of 1837, to which allusion had before 
been made. But if paper currency ever should 
be issued by the Government, the institution 
issuing it ought not to have the power of discount- 
ing the promisory noies of individuals, or of deal~ 
ing in private exchanges. In this he agreed with 
the Senator from Virginia, [Mr. Rives.] But the 
whole plan was based on fallacious assumptions. 
It was supposed that. five millions of scrip could 
be sold to redeem the issues. ‘The loan authorized 
last session cannot be sold now, and how could five 
millions of scrip be sold to redeem Government 
paper money in an emergency forcing back the Go- 
vernmentcurrency? Filteen millions, however, are 
to be issued, not bearing interest, and that is to be 
a great saving to the community. This was ano- 
ther fallacy. First, that the community would 
benefit by it; and next, that the issue would stay 
out without bearing interest. Treasury notes now 
issued, and bearing the high interest of six per cent. 
are below par, because there is not specie 
enough to redeem them. It really seemed as if 
gentlemen were disposed to realize the dreams of 
the Arabian Nights, so visionary was the plan pro- 
posed, and so wild the anticipation of its results. 
He did not, in saying this, stand there merely to 
oppose every thing offered, and yet propose nothing 
as a substitute. He was willing to show his hands 
and avow what he did approve, as well. as to 
take exception to what he could not sanction, He 
had stated his objections to this plan; he would now 
state what he thought ought to be done. His first 
substitate was that of an Independent Treasury. 
To that they should come at last. But if the resto- 
ration of the Independent Treasury act could 
not now be effected, he was willing to accept 
of.so much of the present plan as could be confined 
to the same constitutional functioas. There was 
no cther mode but the pet bank system or an Inde- 
penden: Treasury—except a National Bank, to 
which he never could agree. If the pet bank sys- 
tem was the best, there was no occasion for any 
new plan, as, under the act of 1789, it was now in 
operation. 

He could not conclude without expressing the 
sympathy he felt for the President of the United 
States and his Cabinet, Congress had prema- 
turely repealed the Independent Treasury. Two 
bank bills were foreed upon him, which, 
on censtitational grounds, and as the guardian of 
the Constitution, he had felt it necessary to veto. 
He was like a man called upon to swim with both 
his hands tied. One was tied by the repeal of the 
Independent Treasury—the other by the Constitn- 
tion, as toa National Bank. He could not re- 
commend the one nor the other cf the systems de- 
manded. And thus surrounded with embarrass- 
ments, he, (Mr. W.) felt for him in his present po- 
sition. 

He might be asked for his remedy to regulate 
exchanges. twas very simple: it was this. Look 
for the causes of derangement, and ihey would be 
found in overtrading and inordinate expan- 
sions and speculation. Let the States re- 
form the habits of their people, and regu- 
late their banks on sound principles, and the 
exchanges and currency of the country would be 


speedily adjusted.“ Then. would there be {no ex- 


changes'to pay but the cost of transporting specie | 


from one point of the Union to another. Gold 
‘and silver could now be transported for one quarter 
less than in 1837. He had had $20,000 
and $30,000 brought in trunks from Indiana in 
1837, without any expense, while at the head 
of the Treasury Department. For a currency, he 
would have no National Bank at all, and Mr. 
Appleton agreed with him that none was necessary 
if the States would but do their duty. Until the 
States made a good local currency for themselves 
and their own people, all plans of regulating cur- 
rency and exchanges by the General Government 
would be futile. If asked what he would do 
With the proposition to borrow money, em- 
bodied in this plan, he would say that he would 
have nothing todo with it, It was not necessary 
to borrow money for the Government in time of 
peace. When the late Administration ciosed, 
there was but a temporary debt of five and a half 
millions of dollars. He did not say this to create 
crimination or recrimination, but such was the fact. 


By the plan proposed, it would~begin the year © 


with a debt of twenty millions, and end 
the year with one of thirty-five millions of 
dollars. The country would be placed in 
the condition of increasing this debt at the 
rate of six millions a year after the present 
year. To remedy all this, his plan would have 
been to reduce the expenditures of the Govern- 
ment, for the present year, to eighteen millions of 
dollars, by reducing estimates and appropriations 
to that amount. The expenditures of the past 
year should not have exceeded twenty mil- 
lions, and would not but for the extra ses- 
sion. He would restore to the Treasury the 
income from the public lands, which should 
have exceeded three millions, and ought, if 
the ‘lands were properly brought into market, 
to yield four millions. ít would be necessary to 
‘begin by repealing the Distribution act of that ses- 
sion. It will be in vain to extend the term of 
loans, or to issue new Treasury notes; for capital- 
is's will not take them. Six per cent. interest will 
be succeeded by seven per cent, and that by eight— 
but they will not be taken. Seven per cent. is al- 
ready proposed. It is useless. The next step will 
be direct taxes, or stamp acts, or excise and whis- 
key insurrections. The end of all this it requires 
no prophet to foresee. He did not say these things 
as an alarmist: he was not one. He had but 
spoken his mind, as prompted by a deep sense of 
his duty to the country, on the present occasion. 
Mr. EVANS obtained the floor, and said, if there 
wes any wish io take the question this evening, he 
would proceed with his remarks; but yielded the 
floor to 
Mr. PRESTON, on whose motion the Senate 
` adjourned till Monday next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, January 6, 1842. 


Mr. COOPER of Pennsylvania desired leave, 
whieh was granted, to present testimony in relation 
to a certain claim (the character of which was not 
understood) now pending before the Committee 
of Claims. Toe paper was referred to that com- 
mittee. : 

Mr. DEAN of Ohio asked leave to present a pe- 
tition. i 

Mr. L. W. ANDREWS objected io its recep- 
tion, and called for the orders of the day. 

The SPEAKER said reports from committees 
were in order. 

After some conversation between Messrs, DEAN 
and L, W. ANDREWS, 

Mr. DEAN moved to suspend the rules, for the 
purpose of presenting the petition; but modiñed the 
motion, at the suggestion of Mr. Gosain, so as 
to suspend the rules ior the general reception of pe- 
titions. 

Mr. MORRIS inquired of the Speaker what was 
the regular business. 

The SPEAKER replied that reports from com- 
mittees were first in order. 

The motion to suspend the rules was then taken, 
and resulted thus: Yeas 100, nays 52. 
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Thus two-thirds not voting in the affirmative, the 


_Yules were not suspended. 


Mr. TOMLINSON, of New York, asked to be 
excused from farther service on the Committee on 
Expenditures in the War Department, alleging as 
a reason, the arduousness of his labors on the Com- 
mules of Claims. The request was granted by the 

ouse. 


The report from the Committee on the Expen- 


ditures of the House, made yesterday, now coming 
up, its consideration was, on motion of Mr. Bricas, 
posponed until Tuesday next, 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

The committees were then called in their order 
for reports, which were made as follows: 

By Mr. FILLMORE, from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bil} autho- 
rizing appropriations for such necessary objects as have been 


usually included in the general appropriations, and which are 
withcut authority oflaw. 


Which having been read by the Clerk— 

Mr. FILLMORE, in answer to an inquiry, not 
heard, from Mr. Prorrit, said that the Committee 
of Ways and Means, in the investigation of the 
subjects of appropriation usually made, had disco- 
vered that a great many appropriations had been 
made for several years without the authority of 
law—appropriations for pay of cfficers, messengers, 
and other objects, some of which were necessary; 
and rather than continue this incorrect mode of 
business, the committee asked a bill legalizing such 
of the appropriations as are necessary, and sirik- 
ing out the others. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON made an inquiry which 
was supposed to be as to the nature of the resolu» 
tion; in reply to which 

Mr. FILLMORE said the object of the resolu- 
tion was to give the committee authority to include 
in the appropriation bills appropriations for the 
objects now authorized by Jaw, and which were 
necessary. : 

The question was then taken, and the resolution 
adopted without a division. 

Mr. GIDDINGS, from the Committee of Claims, 
made unfavorable reports on the cases of John 
Trafton, James Williams, Ransom Easton, and 
Sarah A. Easton,’ representatives of Captain 
R. D. Richardson, David Bartlett, and Thomas A. 
Russell; which, on his motion, were ordered to lie 
on the table and be printed. 

Mr. HALL of Vermont, from the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims, made unfavorable re- 
ports on the cases of John Campbell and William 
Lewis; which, on his motion, were laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a motion that the committee be discharged 
from the further consideration of the petitions of 
Daniel Westfall and James Phelps, and that they 
be referred to the Committee of Claims; which 
was carried. 

Mr. T. J. CAMPBELL, from the same com- 
mittee, reported a bill authorizing the payment of 
seven years’ half-pay due on account of the Re- 
volutionary services of Francis Eppes, deceased. 

Mr. JAMES of Pennsylvania, from the same 
committee, reported a bih to authorize the pay- 
ment of seven years’ half-pay due on the account 
of the Revolutionary serzices of Captais William 
Kelly. 

Both which bills were twice read, referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the State of the 
Union, and ordered to be printed, and made the or- 
der of the dav for to-morrow. 

Mr. WASHINGTON, from the same commit- 
tee, made unfavorable reports on the cases of Na- 
than Williams and Solomon Lee; which were laid 
on the table and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MOORE of Louisiana, from the Committee 
on Private Land Claims, reported the following re- 
solution, which was adopted: 


- Resolved, That the report of the Register and Receiver of 
the Land Office at Opelousas. under the act approved February 
6, 1835, entitled “An act for the final adjustment of Jand claims 
in the State of Lousiana, together with the renort of the Solici- 
tor and Commissioner of the General Land Officeand the Se- 
cretary uf the Treasury thereon, be printed. 


Iso,a motion that the Committee on Private 
Land Claims be discharged from the further consi- 


| ceration of the case of Marcus Paulding, and its 


| 


reference to the Committee on Invalid Pensions; 
also from the memorial of the. Legislatureof. the 
Territory of Florida, in favor’ of pre-emption. te 
settlers whose improvements have been covered by 
Spanish grants, &c:, and that it be referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands; which. motions were 
carried. : : dns 

Also, the following resolution; . which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and. Post 
Roads: ey 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and: Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency ‘of altering . 
the rates of postage charged on steamboat postage. 


Mr. SALTONSTALL, from the Committee on 
Manufactures, reported the following resolutione 


Resolved, That the Committee on Manufactures be autho- 
rized to send for witnesses to take testimony. on the subject ef 
the present tariff laws, their operation upon the interests of th 
conntry and the alteration which those interests may require. 


The resolution keving been read by the Clerk, 


Mr. W. COST JOHNSON said, if ‘the genfle- \ 


man would so modify it asto provide forthe ap- 
pointment of a select committee, he would vote for 


it. 

* Mr. SALTONSTALL said he would’ briefly 
state the reasons which. induced the committee to 
offer this resolution. The gentleman from Mary- 
land [Mr. W. C. Jounson] had said, if the resolu- 
tion were modified so thata select committee on 
this subject should be appointed,he would go for 
it. He (Mr. S.) presumed that the Committee on, 
Manufactures could as well attend to this’ subject, 
as they had to act on it, as any select committee. 
In his opinion, it was absolutely necessary that this 
authority should be given to them; otherwise, they 
could not go on understandingly, and act on this 
subject; which had, after a long debate, been re- 
ferred to \hew, viz: that part of the President's 
message which relates to discriminating duties and 
domestic manufactures. The operation of the ta- 
riff laws on the manufacturing interests, and, of 
course, as they are all connected, on the other 
great interests of the country, was a subject on 
which nota member of the committee was satis- 
fied that he could act understandingly. He need 
not remark to the House that it was impossible to 
touch the tarif laws without affecting the great in- 
teresis of the country—all of them. That some 
legislation was necessary, (here could be no ques- 
tion at all. If it was not necessary for revenue, 
ithad become so by the very terms of the compro- 
mise act. It would be exceedingly questionable 
whether any duty at all could be collected, unless 
this House should legislate on the subject, before 
the Ist of July nex'; and this information was 
equally necessary, whether in relation to the reve- 
nue or to the protection of the great interests of the 
country. ` There could be no question that it was 
necessary to alter the tariff laws merely for the 
purpose of revenue; and information was the first 
thing necessary. If they were going to touch the 
tanff laws, it was necessary to understand the ope- 
ration of them on the agricultural, the manufac~ 
turing, and all the interests of the country, be- 
cause they were all connected. It was impossible 
to attend to the subject of the tariff without look- 
ing into the operation of the laws on all the great 
interests of the country. ; 

Information should be had, and how it should 
be obtained was the question. There were only 
three modes in which it could be cbtained, viz: by 
the correspondence of members of the committee, 
by testimony taken under deposition, or by the ac- 
tual examination of wiinesses before the commit- 
tee. Tet vs look into these modes, and see whe- 
ther there was any Coubt that the best mode was to 
call before the committee practical, intelligent men, 
acquainted with the diferent interests {0 be affect- 
ed by the charge of the compromise law. 

Mr. GORDON inquired if the gentleman was 
S Tne SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. He 
understood that the gentleman had reported this 
resoluiion from the Committee on Manufactures 
by their crder, and the genteman’s remarks were 

Yi m 3 
MO SALSTONSTALL said he would detain 
the House but a moment longer. He spoke but 
seldom, and then he endeavored to confine his res 
marks strictly to the limits of order, Fie was about 
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100. 
examining the mode. of. obtaining information by 
correspondence. . If this was adopted, when the 
information eame it was under no sanction what- 
ever; although the individual to whom the letter 
was directed, and.all acquainted with the writer of 
the letter, might be satisfied as to the correctness of 
the information, yet would it satisfy the House? 
Would it be information on which the committee 
could base; a report, and bring a bill. into this 
House of so. important a nature? It would not be 
satisfactory. The only remaining mode was by 
taking depositions, by sending out inquiries, by in- 
terrogatories to be framed by the committee, and 
when these-were answered, the very answers would 
suggest the idea of other questions which they 
would wish to make. The most satisfactory mode 
of obtaining evidence of the highest nature was 
always by the examination of witnesses. 

The only objection to this mode was the ex- 
pénse. It would not lead to agreatexpense. There 
‘was no necessity for the examination of a great 
many witnesses; but one or two, in all probabili- 
ty, would be necessary. If the committee found 
it necessary to examine twelve, fifteen, or twenty 
witnesses, the expense would be trifling—trifling, 
indeed, compared with the infinite importance of 
the subject to which it relates. One month of the 
se:sion had already gone by, and this bill ought to 
be reporied with all promptness; there ought to be 
no delay. on the subject. The committee had no 
disposition to summon a regiment of witnesses. 
They wanted information to satisfy their own 
minds. There was no member on the committee 
who felt that he possessed sufficient information to 
go on and deal with this important subject. This 
course was not without precedent. In 1827 the 
Committee on Manufactures were authorized to 
send for persons and papers. He would only add, 
that in the opinion of the majority of the commit- 
tee it was almost indispensable that the power 

- sought by the resolution should be granted. 

_Mr. W. COST JOHNSON observed that what 
had now taken place was precisely that course of 
things which he had forereenand predicted when 
the reference of this whole tariff subject was made 

.10 the Committee on Manufactures; it was urged 
aga reason for making tiat reference that the 
Committee on Manufactures was the appropriate 
committee to whom the subject rightfully belonged: 
they were gentlemen. perfectly familiar with the 
whole subject, and would be prepared to make an 
immediate report uponit: but what did we now 
witness? Here came that very committee, who 
were said to be so thoroughly familiar with all 
the details connected with the tariff, and told the 
House that they knew in fact nothing about it: 
they were no betier acquainted with it, as it 
appeared, thin the Committee of Ways and 
Means: they came into court and pleaded igno- 
rance: they must have power to get testi- 
mony to enlighten their judgments. Well, and if 
that was to be the ground of their action, could not 
the Finance Committee do thesame? Could they 
not call witmesses and get at a knowledge of fasts 
jn the same way? Or could not a select commitice 
inform themselves in the same manner? Could 
not the Committee on Agriculture—-which, after 
all, was the appropriate committee to take charge 
of the subject, becauze they represented the great 
consuming interest of the couniry—eould not they 
just as well send for testimony asthe Committee 
on Manufactures? The questien being ene pro- 
fesszdly of revenue, the Committee of Ways and 
Means had come into the House and reported a 
bill for five millions of Treasury notes, expressly 
on the ground that the Treasury was empty, and 
immediate jegislation was necessary for its relief, 
or the credit of the country must be sacrificed; and 
on the back of ‘ha! caine this resolution from the 

` Committee on Mannofs-ctures, avowing the fact that 
they were profoundly in the cark; thal they were 
wholly unable to act but by borrowed light, and 
therefore they must have power to send for testi- 
mony to guide them! Now, Mr. J. had no objec- 
tion tbat such an inquiry should be gone into; he 
was in favor of a select committee to make the in» 
vestigation; he was ready to vote for such a com- 
mittee who should be empowered to examine the 
who.e subject in all its bearings; let them go tho- 
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roughly to work ahd ascertain how a change in the 
tariff laws would affect the various interesis 
throughout the country. Let them go into the 
whole subject. Let them push their inquiries in 
every direction—East and West, North and South: 
let them not be confined to the manufacturing 
interest alone: but let them embrace the cotton- 
growing interests of the South, the grain-grow- 
iag and pork and -cattle-raisiog. interests 
of the West and of the Middle States— 
the great tobacco interest—and all the other lead- 
ing branches of production in every quarter of the 
country. Let the committee be general in its 
character, embracing the whole Union; and not 
special and limited, extending its vision to-one nar- 
row, circumscribed interest alone, affecting not 
much over a million of our population, to the 
neglect of the remaining sixteen millions; and 
summoning just such witnesses as might serve to 
strengthen the cause of that one particular class. 
Mr. J’s scope was broader; more general and ex- 
tended. He wasa friend to manufactures; deci- 
dedly so; he was in favor, too, of countervailing 
duties; but he was for protecting the raisers of 
corn, and beef, and bacon, and rice, and tobacco, 
as well as the manufactures of cotton, wool, and 
leather. He was vnwilling to bring down the in- 
quiry to so narrow a basis. And if the Commit- 
tee on Mannfactures should not speedily report a 
bill, he should move that the whole subject be re- 
ferred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
Otherwise, what was the country to do? The Go- 
vernment was in want cf immediate relief; the 
Treasury was empty; the public credit must suf- 
fer; and yet the subject of imposing duties to meet 
the exigency had been taken out of the hands of 
the Finance Committee, and given to a committee 
who came forward and owned that they had not 
knowledge enough to report a bill, without send- 
ing for witnesses, and getting further information 
to guide them! He bad, he repeated, foreseen 
just such a result. 

But the honorable gentleman from Massachu- 
setts [Mr. SALTONSTALL] had urged the doctrine of 
precedent, and had reminded the House that the 
Committee on Mann‘actures had been empowered 
to make a s'milar inquiry in 1827. Yes, in 1827, 
and what was the result? The tariff bill of 1828, 
that “bill of abominations,” which raised such a 
political ferment throughout the country as brought 
it to the verge of a civil war; and then the party 
who had driven on the bill, and passed it at all 
hazards, were the first to abandon it; yes, they ran 
away from itat the first blast of the trumpet of 
South Carolina, and took shelter behiad the eom- 
promise act. Mr. J. was not prepared to follow 
any such precedents. He was not for placing the 
arrangement of the entire tariff of duties, to be 
paid by the whole country, in the hands of a com- 
mittee representing only a single interest. No, let it 
go to animpar‘ial committee—a committee, general 
and unbiased in its character, who would seek in- 
formation alike from all quarters of the land, and 
when it was obtained would submit the whole to 
Congress. He was not opposed to inquiry ; far 
from it. On the contrary, he was earnestly in fa- 
vor of it; but let it not be at the discretion cf the 
Commitee cn Macufactures. He must vote 
against the motion of his honorable friend. If that 
excellent gentleman «ould move for a select com- 
mittee, Mr. J. wouldgo with him. He had no 
manner of objection to see the honorable gertle- 
man himselfat the head of sucha committee: Mr. J. 
had himself no wish to constitate any part of it, 
and, if appointed, should decline to serve ; but he 
wished to see such a comvsittee ; he wished them 
to go into a general, fair, impartial investigation, 
and let them report tne result at the close cf the 
present session er at the commencement of the 
next; for he teok it for granted the thing would not 
end herve; the subject would come up again hereafier, 
and then this information would be of invaiuable 
service in guiding the action of the House; but, in 
the meanwhile, let the Committee of Ways and 
Means report a bill to meet the present pressing 
emergency, and furnish the Treasury with the 
means of getting on. 

Mr. HABERSHAM reminded the Horse that 
he had not intruded on its time, this being the first 
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occasion on which he had addressed it daring the 
present session: and he now rose to state, in jus- 
tice to himself, that, as one of the Committee on 
Manufactures, he had opposed in committee, as he 
should now do in the House, the adoption of the 
resolution which had been reported by the gentle- 
man from Massachusetis, [Mr. Sauronstati.] He 
could see no essential good that was likely to grow 
out of it, but much of evil. 

Independently of the objections urged by the 
gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. Jonnson,] he 
would remark that if it was impcertant to obtain a 
part of the information bearing on the general sub- 
ject of the tariff, to obtain the whole must be still 
moreso. Without it, it was impossible that any 
committee should ect correctly and justly in the 

zse. The information must be such as to cover 
the whole ground, or it would be of no benefit. 
Was the committee, in dealing with so momen- 
tous a subject, to look at one particular interest 
alone? If not, and should the resolution now pro- 
posed be adopted by the House, what would be the 
resul? The committee must obtain information 
from Louisiana touching the sugar interest; it 
must have testimony from Georgia concerning the 
cotton interest; it must inquire from South Caroli- 
na on the subject of the rice; it must sead into 
all the Northern and Middle States to know how 
their peculiar staples would be affected; and 
then it must go into the great West and collect 
similar information from that quarter; and at 
what time did gentlemen expect the committee 
would be prepared to report? Would they be able 
to get through with such investigation during this 
entire session? No, no one could expect it; the 
examination would not be closed before the first of 
June next, by which time the new tariff act must 
go into effect. The expense of such an investiga- 
tion must be very great, although that was a mat- 
ter of but little consequence, provided the informa- 
tion essential to enlightened and impartial action 
could be obtained in time; but it could not, and 
the only effect of adopting the resolution must be 
to delay the report of the committee, which, after 
all, could not but be partial and onesided in its 
complexion. 

For these reasons, Mr. H. opposed the resolu- 
tion in committee, and should now vote against it 
in the House. The same objections, to a certain 
extent, lay against the appointment of a select 
committee, But they applied, in’all their force, to 
the Committee on Manufactures, on which com- 
mittee the interesis and wishes of the whole West 
were represented by a solitary individual, and he 
residing on the Southwestern corner of that vast 
region. 

Mr. WISE observed that he was absent from 
his seat when the vote was taken referring the 
subject of the tariff to the Committee on Manvfac- 
tures; but when informed that the motion for that 
reference had prevailed, though oppcsed to a pro- 
tective tariff, he was well content with the result. 
It was no triumph, no victory over him, that the 
reference was made to that committee; and why? 
Because he knew that matters wouid stand as they 
now stood, right and fair before the country. If 
all the protective tariff gentlemen on that floor had 
listened to the wise suggestions, and observed the 

iaciies of his ho bie friend from Mary- 
i ould have referred this 


‘then they might have p’ayed out the game of hum- 
bug, and disguised their movements. And, sir, 
said Mr. W, 1 dreaded nothing raore than the mo- 
tion that was made by the gentleman trom Ten- 
nesses, [Mr. ArncLp,] to reconsider the vote on 
the question of reference, and which was with- 
drawn by hin, for I feared that gentlemen might 
have consideration enough to take wisdom for their 
guide, end under the disguise of revenue attain 
their objcet through a reference to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. He bad no anxiety for a 
reference to that committee, for he knew that they 
had been forestailed by the declaration of its chair- 
man himseif, (Mr. Firtmore,] that the revenue 
bill having been passed at the jast session, the only 
movement now to be made on the subjcct of the 
tarif was protection. Accordingly, the majority of 
the House did take the gentleman at his word, and 


stepping forward without disguise, move towards 
protection by’a reference to the Committee on Ma- 
nufactures.. The movement now, be it understood, 
on this resolution, was regarded by the gentleman 
from Maryland as a bold and undisguised step to- 
wards protection. Ay, sir, protection in those words 
which always excited a smile on that floor—pro- 
tection per se; and, sir, I confess, that in this view 
of the question, I rejoice that the reference 
has been to the Committee on Manufactures, 
because, if I am to meet my enemy, let me 
meet him in the open field; let me measure his 
strength, and if we are to have a protective tariff 
urged on and passed for the benefit of the manu- 
facturers, let us know it. Ican meetit,sir. Iam 
not alarmed at the prospect of combatting it as 
such,in my section of the country; but if gentlemen, 
by a reference of the subject to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, had disguised their object—if 
they had told us that they were for laying a tariff 
‘for revenue and nothing for protection, there would 
have been some trouble for us at home in satisfy- 
ing our anti-tariff friends, who are all for providing 
for the just wants of the Government, that the ob- 
ject was to tax them for the benefit of the manu- 
facturers. Sir, you have strengthened me, for one, 
by making an undisguised movement. We stand 
fair. The country will understand it as I have, 
and as I have foresecn and predicted at every step. 
As had been well remarked by the gentleman from 
Maryland, the chairman of the Committee of Ma- 
nufactures had verily gone back to the precedents 
of 1837, the very year preceding the bill of abomi- 
nations. He bas appealed to the preeedents of that 
very year for the purpose of showing the example 
to be followed now. We are tobe thrown back 
upon the precedents of that year and the principles 
of 1828. I meet that issue upon the tariff question. I 
tell gentlemen that I will not go for a protective tariff; 
and that the precedent of 1827 referred “to by the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, was the action of 
this House immediately preceding the bill of abo- 
yinations; a bill that was as universally con- 
demned by the intelligent among the manu ‘acturing 
interest, as it was condemned by the agricultural 
interest of the South. I tell gentlemen that I will not 
go for a tariff for protection now, nor for the pre- 
eedents which were the commencement of a system 
that nearly exploded in civil war and bloodshed, 
Practically, to come to the effect of this resolu- 
tion, what was it? It was to do now what they re- 
fused to do at the last session, It was then pro- 
-posed by the colleague of the honorable gentleman 
“who now: reported this resolution, to raise a select 
committee for the same object as the gentleman 
‘now contemplated. It was nothing more nor less 
than the same proposition revived, with this dif- 
ference only, that a standing committee was to be 
employed instead of a select committee, How 
Jong, he, asked the chairman of the Committee of 
Manufactures, would it take him to investigate the 
whole subject of a tariff for protection? Could he 
do it in one month, or in six months? If he took a 
deliberate view of the subject, he certainly could 
not propose to consider it asa revenue measure, for 
yevenue was needed instantly. If he proposed to 
view it as a protective measure ; if witnesses from 
all sections of the country, all distances, were not 
introduced, could justice be done, when there was 
not a subject of duty, involving the question of pro- 
tection, that did not involve interests diametrically 
opposite? In laying duties for protection of the 
woollen manufacturers, you have the wool growers, 
whose interests are to be consulted on the one 
hand, while you have the manufacturers on the 
-other contending for protection for their broad- 
cloths, and as low a daty as possible on wool, You 
. have the agriculiural interests in all its Lranches, 
- and the mercantile interests, which are opposed ‘0 
that of manufactures, and which it was equally ne- 
cessary. to consult. Would gentlemen take less 
- ihan six months to investigate the claims of ail 
these: various interests? And again. From this 
- city to New York you are within the striking dis- 
tance of thirty-six hours, and to Boston forty eight. 
The witnesses of the manufacturers are at your 
--d@oor, but the witnesses for the agricultural inte- 
yest are scattered abroad throughout the country, 
gt distances which would require months to bring 
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them bere. If gentlemen contemplated a measure 
to be acted on at the present session, could the tes- 
timony they would in this manner collect ‘be any 
other than ex parte? It could be no other. 
The ‘interest which Was not only at war with the 
agricultural products of the South, but also at war 
with the real bona fide capitalists of the manufac- 
turers themselves, (for it was known that the 
manufactures were at war among themselves) 
would be the first heard, Ii was perfectly under- 
stood that’ whilst the large capitalists of the New 
England manufacturers who were able to maintain 
their establishments under the present rate of du- 
ties, the smaller establishments were’as much at 
war with them as they were with the azriculturists 
of the South. But it so happened that the five 
thousand dollar men were as ten to one to the fifty 
thousand dollar men; they had more votes, and 
could control the capitalists; and the whole thing 
resulted in the proposition for the benefit of that 
smaller horde of the North, who were ready to 
rise up like fangous sprouts in the hotbed of protec- 
tion.. A system so partial, a course so contracted, 
so disastrous to the general interests of the coun- 
try, and devised for the benefit of particular inte- 
rests alone, he could not countenance at the first 
step nor at the last. Asin good faith bound, (a 
system he had always found it best to adbere to,) 
he had voted against the reference to the Commit- 
tee on Manufactures; but at the same time, in all 
candor, he had expressed to his friends his satis- 
faction at the result of the vote that was taken. 
Sir, (eaid Mr. W.) Tam content with the result; I 
will abide it; but to "go onestep further than re- 
venue justifies, I will never consent. It was nota 
proper time then, he continued, to go into an ex- 
pression of his views on the subject of the tariff, 
and he should reserve what he had to say on that 
question, until some bill should be introduced 
from the Committee on Manu ‘actures, either pre- 
dicated on the lights now before them, or on infor- 
mation they might hereafter obtain. Till then he 
should reserve what he had to say, and content 
himself with the expression of his gratification that 
they now understood where they were—what gen- 
tlemen would be at—a tariff act guided by the 
principles and precedents of 1827. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST of Rhode Island, was 
was appealed to by Mr. FILLMORE, chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means, to defer 
his remarks, as the morning hour was now nearly 
expired, and suffer a motion to be made to go into 
Committee of the Whole on the bill for the issue 
of Treasury notes; after a desultory conversation, 
Mr. T. finally resolved to proceed. 

Mr. T. then observed that the resolution which 
had been moved by the honorable gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Savronsrani} certainly was 
not what some gentlemen appeared, from their re- 
marks, to suppose it to be, bat a totally different 
thing. They seemed to understand it as constitut- 
ing one part of a grand concerted movement for 
the protection of the manufacturing interest against 
the interests of all other sections of the country, or 
against the general welfare. It was no such thing. 
None of the Committeeon Manvfactures desired that 
sort or degree of protection which should be produc» 
tive of such results. They wished such a system of 
duties as should at one and the same time afford a 
competent revenue, extend protection over our dos 
mestie industry, and advance the general wel’are 
of the whole country. Nor was there any thing 
in the resolution which, in the slightest degree, 
conflicted with these great ends. It had been said 
that the resolution was opposed to the very grounds 
on which the reference of the general subject had 
been made to the Committee on Manufactures. 
The ground taken was, that the subject had always, 
heretofore, gone to that committee, and such 
having been the invariable course, if it should 
now be changed, the general understanding 


throughout the country would be, that the present - 


Congress was opposed to the policy of granting 
protection to our own manufactures. 

Mr. T. said be had been anxious, on a former 
occasion, when the reference was under debate, to 
get the floor, that he might reply to the speech of 
the gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. Ruerr,} 
but he had failed in the effort, and now he pre- 


sumed the opportunity had. passed: by, as. he. di 
not conceive it would be in order, “at thistime, 
respond to a speech ‘delivered them. Par gs 
The resolution so warmly opposed simply-asked - 
leave, on behalf of the Committee.on Manufac- 
tures, to’ send for intelligent witnesses and. take- 
testimony in relation to the operation of the: tariff,” 
as it stood, on the general. interests. of the whole 
coun'ry, and what would be “the result. of certain 
proposed alterations in the existing rate.of duties: * 
and however well informed any committee, might.’ 
be who had been charged with so. weighty a.duty 
as a general revision of the tariff, they could nog. 
be expeciéd to enter upon it wilhout:some such 
previous inquiry. Any -reasonable man would 
expect that such information should be bad before 
an attempt was made to change so important a - 
law. Such had been the view of the Committee 
on Manufactures. ‘They had referred to their 
consideration’so much of the President’s message 
ag related to the subject of discriminating duties 
and the incidental protection of American mant- 
factures, All that portion of the message which 
had respect to revenue purely, had alrea’y been 
referred to the Committee of- Ways and Means: it 
was the part relating to the protection of, manufac- 


- tures which alone had been confided to the com- 


mittee to which Mr. T. belonged. -The ‘committee 
wished to proceed cautiously and usderstandingly 
in the task assigned them: they were desirous of col- 
lecting ail the information which any member of 
the committee might desire to possess, and which 
might be within their power. The only question 
was, in what shape they should be authorized to 
receive this? They desired that the information 
might be presented to them under such responsibi- 
lity as should render it authentic, and properly 
available as the basis of legislation. Had the 
subject been referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, that committee would probably have 
asked the same privilege. 

Instead of running a tilt in favor of protection 
against every interest in the country, might not the 
wish of the committee in making this request have 
been directly the reverse? viz: of preventing the 
provisions for protection from injuriously inter- 
fering with other interests? What member of the 
committee wished to injure the interests either of 
commerce of agriculture? Their wish was to see 
such laws enacted as should foster the prosperity 
of all these great interests of the country at one 
and the same time. 

Mr. T. said he was willing to have the general 
inquiry made by a select commitiee, but that 
would not be at all inconsistent with granting the, 
power now asked by the Committee on Manufac~- 
tures. On the contrary, all the friends of protec- 
tion had been desirous of sugh an investi- 
gation, and his friend from Massachusetts had 
introduced a resolution to that effect at the extra 
session, but it had been refused. He must con- 
sider it a great misfortune that that resolution did not 
carry; but the favorable opportunity then enjoyed 
had gone by, although a similar measure might 
now be adopted. He presumed that legislation on 
the subject of the tari would not end with the pre- 
sent session of Congress. The system would pro- 
bably hereafter undergo revision; but was it. not 
obviously important that the committee . now 
charged with a matter so important should be ena- 
bled to examine witnesses, each in his own trade 
or profession, or who resided in its neighborhood, 
and were thus acquainted with the facts. of the 
case? ; 

Here the morning hour having expired, Mr. T. 
suspended his remarks until to-morrow morning, 
when he will have tke floor to conclude tnem. 

Mr. ARNOLD moved for leave that he continue 
now; but : 

Mr, FILLMORE, chairmaa of, the Committee 
of Ways and Means, demanded the orders of the 
day. 

The following Senate bills were taken up from 
the Speaker’s table, twice read, and referred, as 
follows: . , 

An act to establish an additional land district in 
the State of Alabama. oz 

Acts granting pensions to David Waller and to 
Samuel rapin 


Pi 


102 


An act for the bewefit-of the Selma and Tennes- 
see Railroad: Company. 

An act to authorize the Legislature of Louisiana 
to sell the lands heretofore appropriated for the use 
of sehools in that State. oe 

All. Which were referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. ‘ 

Also, acts for the relief of Joseph Bassett, and 
granting. pensions to Margaret Jamieson and to 
William Rand: referred to the Committee on Re- 
volutionary Pensions. _ 

Also, for the:relief Samuel Crapin: referred to 
the. Committee on Invalid Pensions. a 

Alzo, an act granting invalid pensions to certain 
Cherokee warriors, under the provisions of the 
treaty of 1835: referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

Also, a bill allowing drawbacks on foreign mer- 
chandise exported in original packages to Chihua- 
hua and Santa Fe, in Mexico. 

Mr. J. G. FLOYD moved that this bill be refer- 
red to the -Committee on Commerce, with instruc- 
tions to reportan amendment allowing drawback 
on foreign merchandise exported from any port of 
the United States to any part of the British pro» 
vinces in North America. 

After brief remarks on thisamendment by Messrs. 
FLOYD, WELLER, TOLAND, J. C. CLARK, 
CROSS, BARNARD, and W. C. JOHNSON, 
principally relating to the propriety of directing an 
inquiry by the committee; instead of the proposed 
instructions, on motion of : 

Mr. GROSS, the question having been divided, 
that part relating to the instructions was decided in 
the negative. 

‘The question on the second division, proposing 
the reference of the bill, was decided in the affir- 
mative. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House sandry 
communications, viz. 

1. A letter from the Postmaster General, trans- 
mitting the angual statement of the disbursements 
of the contingent fund for his Department for the 
year 1841, rendered in pursuance of the act of 
May 9, 1836; which was referred to the Committee 
on Expenditures in the Post Office Department, 
and ordered to be printed. 

2. A letter from the Secreiary of State, trans- 
mitting a list of the names of the persons employed 
as clerks in the Department of State in the year 
1841, with the amount paid to each; which was or- 
dered to lie on the table, and be printed, 

3. A lette from the Postmaster General, con- 
taining an estimate of the appropriations necessary 
for the service of his Depariment for the year com- 
mencing July 1, 1842: referred to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 

4. A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting a communication from the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office, enclosing a re- 
port of the Surveyor General at Liitle Rock, Ar- 
kansas; which, after some conversation on the 
subject of its disposal, was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Publie Lands, and ordered to be 
printed. 

5. A communication from the President, trans- 
mitting a report from the Seeretary of State in an- 
Swer to a resolution of the House of the 19th June, 
1841, of the aggregate amount of each description 
of persons within the several districts and States of 
the United States by counties and towns. 

Mr. ADAMS moved that this be referred to the 
Salect Gommittee on the Apportionment of Repre- 
sentatives, and be printed. He said he would not 

snow move to print an extra number of copies, al- 
though they might be necessary, but would leave it 
to the committee to decide. 

A brief conversation arose between Messrs, 
ADAMS, WELLER, and FILLMORE, on the 
printing; after which, 

Mr. ADAMS modified the Motion, so as to refer 
the communication only; which was carried. 

TREASURY NOTES. 

Mr. FILLMORE isquired of the Speaker if 
there was any other business before the House; 
and, being answered in the negative, on his mo- 
tion, the House resolved itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Hopr- 
xins of Virginia in the chair,) and proceeded to 
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the consideration of the bill to authorize the issue 
of Treasury notes; which was read by the Clerk as 
follows: 8 ~~ 

~A BILL to authorize an issue of ; Treasury notes, 

Beit enacted, §c: Thatthe President of the United States 
is hereby authorized to cause Treasury notes, in lieu of those 
heretofore ar hereafter redeemed, to be issued for such sum or 
sums as the exigencies of the Government may require, but 
not exceeding the sum of five millions. of dollars of this emis- 
sion outstanding at any onetime, and to be issued under the 
limitations of other provisions contained iñ the act entitled 
“An act to authorize the issuing of Treasury notes,” approved 
the twelfth of October, one thousand eight hundred -and thirty- 
seven, and as modified by an act entitled “An act additi: al to 
the act on the subject of Treasury notes,” approved th ‘thirty- 
first of March, one thousand eight hundred and forty, except 
that the authority hereby given to issue Treasury nòtes shall 
expire at the end ofone year from the passage of fhis act, if 
not sooner terminated under the proviso to this sgction: Pro- 
vided, The the authority hereby given to issue Tfeasury notes 


shall cease and determine as soon as the loan authorized by the 
ed and forty- 


act of July twenty-first, one thousand eight huni 
one, or which may be authorized by anyother get, shail be ne- 
gotiated and rendered available. Fi 

Mr. FILLMORE then rose dnd ¢bserved that 
he had but few remarks to make explanatory of 
the grounds of the bill which ha@ jåst been read. 
He would very briefly state the tedsons which had 
induced the committee to report i” 

It would hardly be necessary, on this occasion, 
to enter into an examination of the amount of the 
deficit in the public revenue which would occur 
during the present year; that whole question would 
come up in its order when a bill-should be con- 
sidered for a loan, or a bill to increase the duties 
on imports, with a view permanently to supply the 
deficit in the revenue. For the present, it would 
be sufficient to state that, from the report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, it appeared that there 
would be a deficiency of over fourteen millions for 
the present year. That officer, in the same report, 
presented to Congress his views as to the manner 
in which this amount was to be provided; and he 
would call the attention of the committee to a por- 
tion of the report in which those views were briefly 
summed up. Mr. F. here quoted the report as fol- 
lows: 

“To meet the deficiency in the year 1842, amounting to 
$14,218,570 68, it is respectfully recommended to Congress to 
authorize: 

“1. An extension of the term within which the residue, not yet 
taken, of the loan already authorized shall be redeemable 
amounting to, say $6,500,000, 

‘2, The re-issue of the Treasury notes heretofore authorized 
by law, amounting to $5,000,000. 


“3. The balance stiil required, of $2,718,570 68, together with 


an additionalsum of $2,000,000, (a surplus deemed necessary 


in the Treasury to meet emergencies of the public service,) to 
be supplied from imposts upon such foreign articles imported 
as may be selected, with due regard to a rigid restriction, in 
amount, to the actual wants of the Government, and a proper 
economy in its administration.” 


When this portion of the report had been before 
the committee for consideration, a majority of its 
members had been very averse to adopting the pro- 
posal of an issue of Treasury notes; and, deem- 
ing it to be their appropriate province to judge 
and determine on the best mede of supply, they had 
come to the determination to report a bill extend- 
ing the loan heretofore authorized, instead of a bill 
for Treasury notes, as proposed by the Secretary. 
The committee, however, did not adept this course 
without first applying to the Secretary for any in- 
formation which should go to satisfy the House 
that a loan could not be obtained sufficient to meet 

‘the exigencies of the public service. Receiving, at 
that time, no satisfactory evidence on that subject, 
they went on to report their additional loan bil. 
Soon after, however, the Secretary again applied 
for Treasury notes; whereupon a correspondence 
took place between that officer and the chairman 
of the committee, which he would now send to the 
Clerk’s table to be read to the committee, 
` [Several letters were read from the Secretary to 
Mr. FiuLmors, with Mr. F's replies; the result of 
the whole beieg that the Secretary had fully ascer- 
tained that no loan could be obtained in thig coun- 
try in Ume to relieve the Treasury and save the 
public credit.] 

It would be perceived, from these papers, that 
the Secretary of the Treasury anticipated a deficit 
for the present quarter of $3,745,466, and the 
question for the consideration of the committee 
was, how this should be supplied. It was appa- 
rent that it could not be derived from the ordinary 
revente, for that was taken into calculation in 
estimating the deficit. If it could be obtained on 
loan, a majority of the committee greatly preferred 


that course. After repeated applications to the 
Treasury, information was at length received on 
the 3d of January (which had not been in the 
Secretary’s possession when he had first been ap- 
plied to) that the result of a correspondence with 
the great commercial cities was such as to autho- 
rize him in saying that there existed not the remo~ 
test prospect of obtaining enough in time to meet 
the public exigency, nor indeed at all, unless the 
time of repayment should be greatly extended, and 
the loan negotiated in Europe. If this informa- 
tion were correct, then there could be no prospect 
of getting the money short of three or four months, 
within which time there would accrue a deficit of 
$3,745,466. The Secretary urged-on the commit- 
tee that the only remaining mode of saving the 
eredit of the Government would be to authorize 
the emission of Treasury notes. Under circum- 
stances so serious, the committee had not felt itself 
authorized to take the responsibility of withhold- 
ing the question from the House, but had con- 
cluded it to be their duty to submit the whole case, 
and let the House dispose of it as it should deem 
most expedient. 

For himself, (Mr. F. said,) he had, from the com- 
mencement, invariably voted against the issue of 
Treasury notes, and ithad been with the greatest 
reluctance that he had brought himself to consent 
to the measure. He might be permitted to say, 
however, that his opposition to it bad never rested 
on any constitutional ground; it had always been 
directed against the expediency of the policy. He 
was aware, indeed, that there were some of those 
opposed to Treasury notes who rested their opposi- 
tion on the language of the Constitution: and to 
such gentlemen he now desired to directa remark 
or two on that point. This objection, if he rightly 
understocd the case, was founded chiefly on Mr. 
Madison’s report of the proceedings had in the Con- 
vention which drew up the Constitution, and from 
that report it did appear, that in the original 
draught of that instrument, a provision had been 
inserted empowering Congress to berrow money on 
the security of the United States, and “to emit bills 
of credit.” A motion was made to strike out these 
latter words, which gave rise to an animated dis- 
cussion, resulting in the erasure of that clause. It 
was stricken out mainly on the ground that the 
power was very liable to abuse. 

Now, it appeared to Mr. F. that this commenta- 
ry on the instrument, resulting from a fact now for 
the first time brought to light, fifty years after the 
Constitution had been adopted and administered, 
had little weight attached to it. If the lawgiver 
was the Convention, then are we to look for his 
intention in the instrument he reported as an or- 
ganic law, and in that alone; more especially be- 
cause it was the organic law which the people 
themselves had received, examined, approved, and 
sanctioned by their sovereign authority. He could 
not admit the binding force of any extraneous com- 
mentary whatever. The intention of the people 
was to be gathered solely and exclusively from the 
words of the instrument; and if any doubt arose 
as to the true intent and meaning of its terms, that 
was a doubt which usage, at some time, should settle 
and putan end to. Ardin confirmation of this view, 
Mr. Madison himself, the draughter of the Constitu- 
tion, had, while President of the United States, 
put his signature to bills involving this very power 
of issuing Treasury notes. Mr.F, therefore, with 
all deference, submitted to gentlemen who took 
constitutional grounds on the subject, that, looking 
to the words of ihe Constitution itself, they would 
be found to warrant such a measure, which, after 
ail, was but a modified form of “borrowing mo- 
ney”—a power granted, in terms, to Congress. 
The instrument did not declare whether the securi- 
ty given to the public creditor should be Govern- 
ment stock, or Government bonds, or Government 
notes. In such circumstances, he was of opinion 
that the uniform exercise of such a power in the 
fiscal exigencies of the Government ought to be 
considered as settling the constitutional ques- 
tion. It was too late to raise an objection, at 
this day, on evidence which lay concealed for 
fifty years, and whichhad no publie or official au- 
thority. j 
To the expediency of the issue of these notes 


Mr. F. should still be opposed, could any other 


measure be reoorted to to.save the public faith and 
the honor ‘of the- nation. Even as amatier of ex- 
pediency, it never should be resorted to but in an 
extreme emergency, and it should be continued no 
longer than that emergency lasted. This was his 
own view of the matter, and he believed it was 
coincided in by a majority.of the Committee of 
Ways and: Means. 

Fhe bill now reported differed in one respect 
from those heretofore reported. for a similar pur- 
pose. 
tion of supplying the deficit in the Treasury by 
the ‘adoption of any other means; but in this bill 
there was a proviso that, as seon as the requisite 
sum could be raised by a loan already authorized, 
orto be hereafter authorized, the power to issue 
Treasury notes should cease. In other words, that 
the House considered this as a measure to be re- 
sorted to in a great emergency, that it was to con. 
tinue the shortest possible time, and the power 
to adopt it should be strietly limited to that time 

alone. $ 
~ "This was all he had felt it his duty to say at this 

time. If a majority of the Committee of the Whole 
should think with the Committee of Ways and 

Means, they would vote in favor of the bill. He 

trusted, for the honor of the country and the preser- 

vation of the public faith, Congress would do iis 
duty in the premises. 

Mr. DAVIS, of. Kentucky, said he was one of 
these who had voted against granting leave to intro- 
duce this bill, and he wished now briefly to present 

-his reasons for having done so. He did notdeny 
‘the position that this Government might constitu- 
tionally issue Treasury notes; but he assumed the 
position that it could do this only for the purpose 
ot borrowing money. He denied that the Constitu- 
tion authorized Congress to issue notes to supply 
the place of a currency: they could be issued only 
as evidence of debi. To obtain the loan with the 
greater ease and convenience, the notes might re- 

-ceive a negotiable form; but if they were to supply 
a currency they were against the Constitution. 
Now, then, he would ask the worthy gentleman at 
the head of the Commiitee of Ways and Means, 
what was the design of this sudden emission of 
five millions of Treasury notes? Was it that they 
might be received by the creditors of the United 

Btates? He denied that Congress could so pay the 
public debt. How were those debis to be paid? 
Alone in the mediam in which other debts were re- 
quired by. law to be paid, viz. in gold and silver. 
There was a deficit in the revenue; the public ere- 
ditors were clamorous; the Treasury was empty; 
and in these circumstances the Secretary told the 
public creditor that he must receive his debt in 
Treasury notes, or have it indifinitely postponed. 
Which, Mr. D. asked, was the more creditable 
course--to have the debt postponed tilla Joan 
could be obtained on ten or twenty years’ credit, 
with interest at six per cent, or to pay in these 
Treasury notes? He would use all constitutional 
means to sustain the eredit of the Government; he 
would give ıt ample means to meet all demands; 
but he would do this in conformity with the Con- 
stitution. 

It was said, however, that the emergency was 
pressing; yes, and how came it to be so? The 
Secretary certainly knew whether be could pro- 
cure a loan for the requisite amount im our great 
commercial cities, and if he had acted a candid 
part he would have stated it in bis report. Did he 
not know it as well when he made that report as 
he knew it now? Could he not then have ascer- 
tained that American capitalists wogid not loan 
their money to the Government for a term of two 
or three years only? Why had he not communi- 
cated this information to Congress twenty or thirty 
days ago? 

Mr. FILLMORE here interposed. He was 
very sure the honorable gentleman meant to state 
nothing that was unfair, nor did Mr. F. stand up 
here as the advocate and defender of the Secre- 
tary; bat if the gentleman would look again at the 
annual report he would find this passage: 

_ “With regard to the receipts from the loan already autho- 

rized by law, it ia to be remarked that, owing to the short pe- 


riod which is to elapse before it becomes redeemable, together 
with the unsettled state of the money market, it would not be 


They had exbibited on their face nointen- | 
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“pafe to expect that any considérable’ portion will be obtained. - 


for the service of the year 1842, before, the expiration of the 
time limited for effecting it.” j A 

Mr. DAVIS admitted this passage in the report 
had escaped his eye: but this did not diminish the 
Secretarf’s responsibility: why had he not asked 
that the period of. the loan should be extended? _ 

[Mr. F. here, speaking across, reminded Mr. D. 

that the Secretary had done this, and pointed to the 
Hee! in the report ‘containing such recommenda- 
tion. ; 
Mr. D. thereupon withdrew the remark he had 
made. Heexpessed his willingness to vote for 
the extension of the term of the loan, and said he 
was confident the House would prefer this to the 
present irregular and unconstitutional mode of 
raising the wind. It had in the first instance been 
proposed to make the loan. repayable in eight 
years: but a particular friend of the Administra- 
tion had proposed to reduce the term to three 
years, which motion. had prevailed. Mr. D. had 
never believed that American capitalists would 
take it on such terms, 

Mr. D. took this position: if money could be 
borrowed by means of Treasury notes it could be 
borrowed on stock. The bond of the Government 
was entitled to at least as higa a degree of credit as 
these Treasury notes: and it was. to be preferred, 
unless indeed the object. was to force these notes 
on the public creditor and let him sell them at a 
discount for goid and, silver. They were, he un- 
derstood, at a discount of one per cent. now in the 
Wew York market: nobedy expected they would 
bring gold and silver at their par value. The fact 
was, the Government proposed to issue a paper 
currency—a new continental paper: and to force 
this on its creditors: and he thought no Govern- 
ment could stand in a more dishonorable position. 
Let Congress authorize the issue of steek at ten, 
or, if necessary, at twenty years to run, leaving it 
diseretionary with the Sceretary to adjust the time 
according to cireumstances and the state of the 
money market. Ifhe could not get money at 5 
per cent. let him offer six, and let Government pay 
in gold and silver. 

There was another thing in the history of this 
matter io which Mr. D. objected, and that was 


- this sortof informal communication between the 


head of the Treasury Depsrtment and the chair- 


| man of the Committee of Ways and Means in his 


commitiee room. He protested against such com- 
munications. Af the Secretary wanted new laws 
passed, let him address the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives, and not write letlers to a com- 
mittee room. 

To him it seemed that the present Administra- 
tion was doing little else than resort to the mea- 
sures its friends had so strongly reprobated in the 
last Administration, Mr. D. in his simplicity, bad 
thought there was to be a change, a reform; but 
he now found the Government falling back into 
one practice after another for which the late Ad- 
ministration had been denounced so strenuously. 


| And in fact it seemed that, although under a dif- 


ferent name, they were the Loco Foco party in 
fact. [Loud laughter.] 

Mr. WISE believed, if he understood his hono- 
rable friend rightly, they were gstting past being 
like the Loco Feco party. He understood his ho- 
norable friend to say that if the Government was 
in debt, and had no money to pay the public eredi- 
tor with, it could not give to him evidences of the 
debt due him, but was bound to pay him in the 
only medium known to the universal law of man- 
kind, gold and silver. If he understood the gentle- 
man right, he repadiated sis doctrine. He did not 
understand gold and silver to be the only legitimate 
currency. ‘Phe creditor migh‘, it was trae, de- 
mand it, but he conid at his option take any other 
enrrency. If the gentleman was Night in saying 
that the Government was bound to pay gold and 
silver only, what followed? Why, the very harsh- 
est feature of the Sub-Treasury. If the Govern- 
ment was to pay out in gold and silver alone, it 
must collect in gold and silver alone. But to the 
practical question, Gentlemen talked about ab- 
Stractions, aad of the unconstitutionality of Go- 
vernment giving its bond when it could not pay 
what it owed. If the Government could not pay 
its debts, was it not bound by the principles of com- 


mon’ Honesty to give thé public: creditor some evis: 

dence of the debt due him? Could:not-the Governs 

ment give its: bond like. an “individual}-+for.a.. ` 
Treasury note’ was the mere evidence: ofa debt.: 
As to the second proposition of the gentleman, that 
he could-not concur in’ the issue of: Treasury: nòtes 
asa currency, he, Mr. W. agreed-with him; ‘but’ 


- this was not to’ pay a debt. “Every body knew that 


a bond or a note was. not to pay a debt, but to estas 
blish a'debt. Who did not know that?’ The yery | 
fact of giving a bond was an acknowledgment of 
the validity of the debt. He did say that if the Go- 
vernment owed a debt, and could not pay. it, it-was , 
bound :to give its: bond, and promise to pay. If it 
did not owe money, he agreed with the gentleman 
that it had no right to issue these promises to pay. 
He had been no friend heretofore to the issue of 
Treasury notes. It.wag only at the last session of 
the last Congress that he was induced to counte- 
nance them at al’; and under what circumstances 
was he called on to vote for them? Having no 
doubt but that the Government owed debts and 
could not pay them, the question was presented to 
him, as il‘was now presented, whether he would: 
agree to its giving its bond temporarily, and wait 
for the restoration of the revenue resulting from a 
restoration of trade, or whether he wou.d resort to 
a high tarif. ER 

Mr. W. next adverted to the difficulty of nego” 
tiating the twelve million loan, which he attributed 
to the short time allotted by the law for itto run— 
only three years—and gave it as his opinion that 
the money could only be had now by extending the 
loan to ten or twelve, instead of eight years, as was 
originally contemplated. If there was one truth 
with respect to the American people more promi- 
nent than any other, it was that, provided the mo- 
tives of the public servants were honest, they need 
not hesitate to avow them; but they never would 
suffer any man, or any party, to.steal power. . He 
cared not however wise and patriotic a public 
man’s ends might be, he must not attain those 
ends by indiretion or by pious frauds. If the pub- 
lic service required money, say so to the people— 
tell them the whole amoun'—tell them the worst, 
and boldly look them in the face. Mr. W. said he 
was for an enlarged public service in the various 
departments of the Government, and especially in 
the navy. He was for paying the public debt to 
the last dollar, and that speedily, and for providing 
the ways and means for it; but in negotiating a 
loan, he would not skulk back from eight years to 
three, and disgrace the nation. Ifa loan was re- 
quired, he was for coming out boldly, and asking 
for it on terms likely to tempt capitalists to make 
investments. From prognostications before him, . 
he apprehended that the public debt was to be run 
up to some forty or fifty millions, before it was 
ended. What with the system that was begun and 
in progress, with distribution on the one hand and 
taxation on the other, short, loans, and the conse- 
quent disgrace of the public credit, it was not difi- 
cult to foresee the result. 

Asit was now ascertained that the issue of Govern- 
ment notes was the readiest means of supp.ying the 
deficiencies of an empty Treasury, he should, if the 
Chair would entertain the proposition, and no other 
gentleman would offer it, propose that a provision 
shall be added ‘o this bill that the proceeds of the 
public land sales which have come into the Trea- 
sury since the operation of the distribution act, and 
the proceeds of the same that shall come in hereat- 
ter, shall be first applied to the payment of the 
public debt before any Treasury notes are to be 
issued, and that when there are no such proceeds, 
‘Treasury notes may be issued, The proceeds of 
the public lands should not. go to the payment of 
the debts of the States, bat to the payment of the 
debis of this Government, to which they belong. 

Mr. McKEON here informed the gentleman 
from Virginia, that he yesterday gave notice that 
when this bill came up, he should offer as an 
amendment, a clause to repeal the Distribution act. 

Mr. FILLMORE observed, that if the design 
was to defeat this bill, and to prevent the supply of 
Treasury, certainly no more t ffectual method could 
be adopted than the amendment the gentleman 
from Virginia suggested. 

Mr. WISE assured the gentleman from New 


oe 


York that he was the last man who would throw 
any thing inthe way of meeting the demands of 
the Treasury. ` A 
::-Mr. FILLMORE hoped the gentleman would 

withdraw the amendment, then; the Treasury was 
now exhausted. : 5 

Mr. WISE said he admitted it. He himself had 
been waiting for the Treasury since he had been 
he would say that he would wait till the end of the 
session rather than the Government should not 
preserve iis credit; for he thought that members of 
Congress whose province it was to provide the 
ways and means for carrying on. the Government, 
Should wait till all others of the public creditors 
were satisfied. Heretofore they had been the first 
to. be provided for, but in his opinion they should 
be the last. After a few remarks deprecating the 
inconveniences of hurried legislation, Mr. W. read 
his amendment. ; 

Mr. ARNOLD objected to the amendment, as 


` here, for not one dollar had he received as yet, and 


being entirely out of order; but he merely rose to’ 


make a remark, in reply to the gentleman from 
Virginia, (Mr. Wise] The gentleman went for 
the issae of Treasury notes; he (Mr, A.) went with 
him; but, atthough he went for them, the gentleman 
had said he would not receive one single dollar of 
them for his per diem bill. 

Mr. WISE denied that he had said this, and ex- 


. plained his former remarks; but was not heard ai 


the Reporter’s desk. 

Mr. ARNOL? said that amounted to the same 
thing exactly. The gentleman came -before the 
country, advocating an issue of Treasury notes, to 
be circulated throughout the land, but would not 
take himself. How could the gentieman reconcile 
this with bonesty or honor? 

Mr. VAN BUREN asked if this was in order? 

Mr. ARNOLD said he would proceed then in 
order. Tuis might suit the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia (he continued) very well; he might bave 
credit, or other tunds, and be independent of his per 
diem; but what sort of a predicament does it place 
us in, (said Mr. A.) who are exactly situated as 
this Government is now—who have neither money 
nor credi? [Laughter] There were many of 
them who had to depend on their per diem before 
they could get their dinners—who were just like 
the Government—who had neither money nor 
credit, and therefore must take Treasury notes; 
-and if the notes must be 
per cent. they had to pay it, {Laughter.] 

As to the point of order, he would say that there 
was no relevancy in any point of view in the 
amendment of the gentleman from Virginia to the 
bill. It was one of the plainest questions of order 
ever raised before the House, and the Speaker 
must reject the amendment. ” 

Mr. FILLMORE had hoped that the personal 
appeal he made to the gentleman from Virginia 
would have induced him to have withheld this 
amendvent to some other occasion, because he 
was entirely satisfied, if they went into the discus- 
sion of the Distribution bill, that they would 
nearly see dogdays beforé they provided for the 
present exigencies of the Treasury. 

But if the gentleman persisted in the amend- 
ment, he (Mr. F.) made the point of order, and 
suggested if they could introduce an amendment to 
repeal the distribution act, they might also intro- 
duce the repeal of the bill for raising revenue ge- 
nerally from duties. They had a rule of the House 
which provided that no amendment to a bill was 
in order that did not relate to the subject-matter of 
the bill self. Clearly a bill relating to the distri- 
bution of ihe proceeds of the public lands had 
nothing to do with a Treasury note bill. He hoped, 
therefore, that the amendment would be rejected by 
the Chair. 

Mr. WELLER moved that the committee rise, 
Tellers were called for, and the motion prevailing, 
by ayes 83, noes 64, the commiiltee rose. 

And the House adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Faipay, January 7, 1842. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and ap- 
proved. 


“shaved,” at two or five 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Petitions, on leave, were presented by Messrs. 
POPE and POWELL. ° 

Mr. WOOD, on leave, offered the following reso- 
lution, which was adopted: l 


Resolved, That the Committeé on Commerce be requested to 
take into consideration the propriety of introducing a bill which 
shall require all appointments. of consular and commercial 
agents of the Government to be made from citizens of the 
United States; also, to inquire into the expediency of compen- 
sating such officers by fixed salaries, aid not by fees; and whe- 
ther, after dividing them into four classes, with salaries accord- 
ing tothe importance, duties, and living expenses of their sta- 
tions, the amount of fees now received wil! not be sufficient to 
pay the whole expense arising from such regulation. 


Mr. LINN of New York, on leave, offered the 
following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire. into the expediency of amending 
the 3d section of the act of the 4th of July, 1886, so as to em- 
krace widows whose marriage took place before the 3d day of 
March, 1783, 

Whereas, in consequence of the benefits of the act of the 7th 
of July, 1838, having expired on the4th of March, 1€41, many 
widows who enjoyed them are now left in their declining days 
in indigent circumstances: Therefore 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill continu- 
ing said act in force for a period not beyond the 4th of March, 
1846. 


Whereas the Ist section of the act granting half-pay to certain 
widow, passed 4th July, 1836, is construed to apply only to 
the widows of such officers and soldiers whose husbands died 
in consequence of wounds received since April 20, 1818, and 
thus no provision exists for widows whose husbands died in 
consequence of wounds received in the war of 1812, or previous 
to the 20th of April, 1818: Therefore 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be di- 
rected to inquire into the expediency of making some suitable 
provision by law for the widows aforesaid, whose cases are not 
embraced by sail act. 

Whereas, by the construction placed upon the act of the 7th 
of July, 1838, many widows whose husbands died subsequent to 
its passage are denied its benefits: Therefore 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill Placing said act 
on the same footing with the act of July 4, 1836, which, by a 
joint resolution of Congress, passed July 7, 1838, was made to 


apply to widows whose husbands died after, as well as before, ~ 


its passage. 

Which resclutions were adopted. 

Mr. GORDON, on leave, offered the following 
resolution, which was adopted. 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a postroute from Ontario in the county of Otsego, State of 
New York, via Butternut and New Berlin, to Sherburne, in the 
county of Chenango, in the aforesaid State. 


Mr. PAYNE asked leave of the House to pre- 
sent a petition, to the reception of which Mr. 
Apams objecting— 

Mr. P. moved a suspension of the rules for its 
reception; but, at the suggestion of several gentle- 
men, modified the motion so as to suspend the rules 
for the general reception of petitions. 

The question was then taken, and decided in the 
affirmative, two thirds voting therefor—Ayes 110, 
noes 42, 

So the rules were suspended. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr. GIDDINGS inquired of the Speaker if the 
appeal heretofore taken from the decision of the 
Chair by the gentleman from Maryland, (Mr. W. 
C. Jonson] with reference to a petition on the 
subject of slavery, was not now in order, 

The SPEAKER said it was not, as all the rules 
and orders of business had been suspended, but 
would be first when petitions come up in order. 

The States and Territories were then called in’ 
order for petitions, which were presented as fol- 
lows: 

From Iowa: By Mr. A. C. DODGE: 

[The petition of Frederick Dixon, of Jackson 
County, Iowa Territory, praying Congress to grant 
him a compensation in land or money for wounds 
received and services performed, on the Southwest- 

ero frontier of the United States. 

Petition of James Haskall, of Scott County, 
lowa Territory, praying Congress to grant him 
compensation for long and arduous services per- 
formed in the regular army of the UnitedsStates; 
both of which, en motion of Mr. D. were referred 
to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. Donar also presented some additional 
testimony in support of the claim of Joseph Mor- 
gan of Des Moines County, Iowa Territory; which, 
together with his petition, and other papers touch. 
ing the said claim, were, on motion of Mr, D. Ye- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.] 

Mr. D. also moved that the memorial of the Legis. 
lative Assembly of the Territory of Towa, together 
with the report of Lieut. Ruggles, respecting the claim 


of. said ‘Territory for services performed by her 
militia, and supplies furnished them by citizens 
during the exjstence of the the late boundary diffi. 
culty between Missouri and Iowa, be referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs ] 

From Wisconsin: By Mr. H. DODGE, 

From Arkansas: By Mr. CROSS. 

From Alabama: By Messrs. PAYNE, CHAP- 
MAN, and HOUSTON. 

From Missouri: By Mr. JOHN MILLER. 

[Mr. MILLER presented a preamble and rego- 
lution of the General Assembly of the State of Mis- 
souri, instructing their Senators and requesting 
their Representatives in Congress to vole against 
the passage of any law to repeal the laws now in 
force, providing for the naturalization of ahens, 
and resist all measures designed to cause further 
deley or difficulty in the attainment of citizenship : 
referred to the Committee en the Judiciary, and or- 
dered to be printed.] 

From Ilinois: By Messrs. CASEY, REY- 
NOLDS, and STUART. 

[Mr. Sruarr, on leave, introduced a bill esta- 
blishing a port of entry and delivery at the city of 
Chicago, Illinois; ‘which was twice read, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce] . 

From Mississippi: By Messrs. THOMPSON - 
and GWIN. f 

From Indiana: By Messrs. THOMPSON, KEN- 
NEDY, LANE, WALLACE, and CRAVENS. 

[Mr. Lang, on leave, introduced a bill to’ con- 
firm to George and Reuben Allen the title to cer- 
tain lands; which was twice read, and referred to 
the Committee on Private Land Claims.] 

From Louisiana: By Mr. MOORE. 

From Ohio: By Messrs. STOKELY and GID- 
DINGS. 

[Mr. Gippinas presented a memorial from cer- 
tain legal voters of Lenox, in the county of Ashta: 
bula, and State of Ohio, praying Congress to re- 
peal the laws regulating or sanctioning the holding 
or transportation of persons as slaves in vessels of 
the United States sailing coastwise from one State 
to another; and to pass laws protecting the rights 
of all persons claimed or held as slaves who may 
be constitutionally entitled to their freedom by 
going to sea, with the consent of their masters, be- 
yond the jurisdiction of the State in which they 
are legally held to be slaves.] 

Mr. W. COST JOHNSON objected to the re- 
ception of the petition, as prohibited by a rule of 
the House in relation to petitions for the abolition 
of slavery. 

Mr, WISE supported the objection, strenuously 
insisting that the memorial amounted to a prayer 
for the abolition of slavery on board any American 
vessel, whether public or private, in which a slave 
was carried three leagues out to sea—~a new shape of 
the Abolition question, and one that went beyond 
any thing heretofore attempted. He held that the 
deck of an American ship was a portion of the 
territory of the United States, let her bein what 
part of the world she might. É 

Mr. GIDDINGS replied to the question of or- 
der, contending that the memorial did not pray for 
the abolition of slavery, and did not, therefore, 
come within the rule. 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS asked if the debate 
was in order. 

The CHAIR decided that it was in order to dis- 
cuss the legality of the reception. 

Mr. ARNOLD remonstrated, and insisted that, 
until the Cua had decided whether the memorial 
would be received, and an appeal had been taken 
ie that decision, the discussion was out of or- 

er. 

The CHAIR, after taking some time to compare 
the words of the memorial with the words of the 
prohibitory rule, decided that the former part of 
the memorial did involve a prayer for aboli- 
tion, and therefore fell within the rule; but that tbe 
latter portion, which prayed the passage of laws 
“protecting the rights of all persons claimed or 
held as slaves who may be constitutionally entitled 
to their freedom,” did not; whereupon, 

Mr. GIDDINGS moved that this jatter portion 
of the memorial be referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina insisting 


that the question of the reception of the memorial, 
which had ‘been raised by Mr. Jounson of Mary- 
land, was still pending, moved to lay that question 
on the table. . : 

. After explanations and inquiries, and a -pretty 
warm colloquy between Mr. Apams and the 
BPEAKER— 


The CLERK commenced the call of the rollon, 


the question of laying the question of reception cn 
the table; and Mr. Apams’s name having been 
called— . i 

Mr. ADAMS (addressing bimself to the Speaker) 
said he would not answer to the question as it 
now stood. 

The SPEAKER. The House will determine 
whether the gentleman shall violate all the rules 
of order or not. 

Mr. ADAMS. The Speaker was the first to 
violate them. 

The rollhaving been called through, and the 
vote being about to be announced— 

Mr. MATHIOT rose and inquired ot the 
Speaker if there was not a rule of this House re- 
quiring members who are present to vote? He 
moved that this rule be enforeed, and would state 
for thé information of the House that Messrs. 
Bowne and Gorpon were within the bar when 
their names were called, and did not vote, for rea- 
sons. best known to themselves. 

‘Mr. BOWNE said he desired to say to this 
House, and to the learned gentleman from Ohio, 
that at the time his name was called he was in 
conversation, and did not hear it. He was per. 
fectly free to vote. He never dodged. 

[The Cuerx then called Mr. B’s name, to 

which he responded in the affirmative. ] 
_ The SPEAKER stated that the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Maruror] had informed the House that 
Mr. Gorpon was present, and had not answered 
to his name, and had moved that Mr. G. be com- 
pelled to give his vote. 

Mr. J. G. FLOYD addressed an inquiry to the 
Chair, which as not heard, and in reply to 
which—- 

The SPEAKER said it was for the House to 
exercise its own authority in the case; there was 
nothing in the rules defining the process by which 
members ‘vere to be compelied to vote. 

[Mr. Goupow addressed the Speaker, but did not 
proceed with bis remarks; the Hlouce presenting a 
scene of much confusion, several. members simul- 
taneously claiming the floor, among whom some 
conversation arose, of which the first that could be 
heard was as follows:] 
fis The SPEAKER, in reply to an inquiry of Mr. 
Apams, said the the question before the House was 
on the motion to lay on the table the qnestion of 
reception raised on the latter clause of the petition, 
which ‘was not rejected by the rale. 

Mr. ADAMS. The question of reeeption! My 
ears made it sound, when before siated by the 
Speaker, like laying on the table. 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman from Mas- 
sachuselts was not in order. 

Mr. ADAMS believed he was in order. He 
wanted to know whai the question was before -the 
House. 

Some further confused conversation toek place, 


when 

The SPEAKER said the question was on the 
motion of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Marmor] 
relative to the vote of the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Gorpow.] 

Mr. BRIGGS apprehended that this was not the 
time to try the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
Gornon,]} in the midst of the call of the yeas and 
nays, and hoped the vote would be declared. 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS hoped the rules of the 
House would be maintained. 

Mr..GORDON asked to be excused from voting. 

The SPEAKER said this request was not in or- 

- der: and was abont announcing to the House the 
: yesult-of the yeas and nays; when, aiter some con- 
versalion— f 
Mr. GORDON, his name having again been 
- eälled by the Clerk, voted in the afirmative. 

Mr. WISE asked if the House insisted on the 
votes of all alike? There was another member 
who had refused to vote. 


McKeon, Alfred Marshall, Mathiot, Mattocks, 


(datinee eer eecencengerenerer mera NS 


~ 
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The SPEAKER. Will the 
ginia name the member? : 

Mr. WISE. The Speaker has already named 
him—the gentleman from Massachuseits, [Mr. 
Apams.] : 

Mr. MATHIOT moved that the rales be em 
forced against the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
{Mr. Apams.] 

Mr. STANLY hoped this motion would be post- 
poned until the first Monday in December next. 
We know the gentleman from Massachusetts too 
well, (continued Mr. S.) and that be is not to be 
overcome in this way. We have tried him before. 

Mr. BRIGGS heped the result of the vote would 
be announced. 

The SPEAKER then declared the vote, (on lay- 
ing on the table the question of reception raised 
against the petition, which also carries the petition 
with it,) yeaz 104, nays 86, as follows: i 

YEAS.—Messrs. Landaf W. Andrews, Arring- 
ton, Atherton, Barten, Beeson, Bidlack, Bowne, 
Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, Cras. Brown, 
Burke, S, H. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick 
C. Caidweil, John Campbell, William B. Camp- 
bell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Cary, Chap- 
man, Clifford, Coles, Daniel, Garrett Davis, Daw- 
son, Dean, Deberrv, Doan, Eastman, John C. 
Edwards, Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, Thomas 
F. Foster, Gamble, Gentry, Gilmer, Goggin, Wil- 
liam O. Goode, Gordon, Grabam, Green, Gwinn, 
Habersham. Harris, Hays, Hopkins, Houck, 
Houston, Hubard, Hunter, Charles J. Ingersoll, 
Joseph R. Ingersoll, Wm. Cost Johnson, Keim, 
John P. Kennedy, Lane, Abraham McClellan, 
Robert McClellan, McKay, Marchand, Thomas F. 
Marshall, John Thompson Mason, Mathews, Me- 
dill, Meriwether, Miller, Newhard, Owsley, Payne, 
Pope, Powell, Proffit, Alexander Randali, Reding, 
Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, Roosevelt, Saunders, 
Soaw, Chepperd, William Smith, Snyder, Sellers, 
Stasly, Steenrod, John T. Stuart, Sammers, Talia. 
ferro, John B. Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, 
Jacob Thompson, Triplett, Van Buren, Ward, 
Warren, Washington, Weller, Westbrook, James 
W. ‘Wiliams, Lewis Williams, Christopher H. 
Wiliams, Wise and. Wood—104. 

NAYS.—Messrs, Allen, Sherlock J. Andrews, 
Arnold, Bubeoelk, Baker, Barnard, Birdseye, 
Blair, Boardman, Borden, 
Brockway, Brenson, J. Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, 
Casey, Childs, Chittenden, John C. Clark, Staley 
N. Glarke, Clinton, Cowen, Cranstcn, Cravens, 
Rich. D. Day's, Doig, Jobn Edwards, Everett, 
Ferris, Fessenden, Filmore, John G. Floyd, A, 
Lawrence Fosier, Gates, Giddings, Patriek G, 
Goode, Granger, Gustine, W. S. Hastings, Henry, 
Howard, Hudsen, James Irvin, Wm. W. Irwin, 
James, Andrew Kennedy, Lawrence, Linn, Lowell, 


gentleman from Vir-* 
+ 


Maxwell, Maynard, Morris, Morrow, Osborne, 
Piumer, Ramsay, Benjamin Randall, Randolph, 
Ridgway, Rodney, Wm. Rassel, James M. Rus- 
sell, Saitonsiall, Sanford, Simonten, Slede, Tre- 
man Smith, Stokely, Alexander H. H. Stuart, 
Tillinghast, Toland, 
derwood, Van Rensselear, Wallace, R. C. Win. 
throp, Yorke, Augustus Young, and Johu Young 
—86. 

Mr. MATHIOT then renewed the motion to en- 
force the rules against the gentleman from Mazsa- 
chusetts. 

The SPEAKER said it would be necessary for 
the gentleman from Ohio to introduce a resulution 
on the subject before they could act. 

fhe motion not being further pushed, this sub- 
ject was dropped, and petitions were further pre- 
sented. 

Mr. GIDDINGS next presented a petition pray- 
ing that the peopie of the free States be relieved 
from al! cbligation to sustain the institution of 
slavery. P 

Mr. WISE asked if that did not come within the 
rule so as to be rejected. i 

The SPEAKER replied in the negative 

Mr. WISE then objecied to iis reception, and 
moved that the question of recepiion be laid on the 
table. 

Mr. ADAMS raised the point of order whether | 
the gentleman from Virginia had a right to makea i 


Brewster, Briggs, |i 


‘Yomlinson, 'Fromball, Un. j|! 


motion, and then immediately move to 
tion on the table, z Bea hay Lae Sj 

Mr. WISE. This is not the case. I merely-ob-: 
jected to the reception of the petition; thereby, the 
question of reception being raised, I moved. to fay- 
that question on the table. I know whatJ-am ‘at: 
very wel. ` t RT 

Mr. ADAMS. We all know that very well, 
too. i PE 
Messrs. GIDDINGS and WISE briefly discussed 
the point of order, as to the reception of the peti- 
tion under the rule, and their conversation was in» 
terrupted by. ` Big! hag (St a spell 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS, who said he hoped, 
this debate would not be indulged. es 

The question was then taken, and decided in the 
afirmative, as follows: yeas 105, nays 86. 

Mr. GIDDINGS then presented a petition re- 
meonstrating against the admission of any new 
State into the Union whose Constitution tolerates 
slavery. te oS 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina, moved.to 


lay that ma- 7 l 


‘lay the question of the reception of the petition om 


the table; which motion, after a.brief conversation 
was catried: Yeas 100, nays 82, ; ` 

Mr. GIDDINGS said that, to justify himself ta 
the country, he would state that he beld-in kis 
hand the petitions of some ten thousand electors, 
from various Slates of the Union, but mostly from 
Ohio, among whom were members of the Senate 
and House of Representatives of that Siate, and 
o'her gentlemen of the highest standing, praying to 
be relieved from the expense and disgrace of hold-, 
ing persons in slavery, and of the slave trade. But 
after what had passed to-day, he said he should feel 
justified in withholding them, and would submit 
the question to the people of the free States to say 
how far they will submit to these legislative indig- 
nities, 

Petitions were further presented from Ohio, by 
Messrs. DEAN, ©. MORRIS, MATHIOT, and 
S. J. ANDREWS. l 

Mr. ANDREWS presented a petition, remon- 
strating against the adoption of any rule by Con- 
gress stigmatizing petitions on the subject of slavery, 
or placing them in any way ona different footing 
from other petitions. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of Sonth Carolina moved to 
lay the petition on the table. 

Oa this motion Mr. ADAMS called the yeas and 
nays; which were demanded by the House, and, 
being taken, resulted as follows: = 

YEAS.—Messrs. Landaf W. Andrews, At- 
rington, Atherton, Barton, Beeson, Bidlack, Bowne, 
Milton Brown, C. Brown, Burke, Samson H. 
Butler, Green- W. Caldwell, P, ©. Caldwell, 
Jobn Campbell, William B. Campbell, Thomas 
J. Campbell, Caruthers, Carey, Chapman, Clifford, 
Coles, Cross, Daniel, Garrett Davis, Dawson, 
Dean, Eastman, J. C. Edwards, Fornance, Thomas 
F y, Gilmer, Goggin, William 0, 
Goode, Gordon, Graham, Green, Gwin, Haber- 
sham, Harris, Kays, Hoimes, Hopkios, Houck, 
Houston, Hubaid, Hontcr, Charles J. Ingersoll, 
J. R. Ingersoll, Jack, William Cost Johnson, Isaac 
D. Jones, Keim, John P. Kennedy, Lane, Abra- 
ham MeClellan, Robert McClellan, MeCay, Mar- 
ehang, T. F. Marsball, John T. Mason, Mathews, 
Medill, Meriwether, Newhard, Owsley, Payne, 
Pope, Powell, Proffit, Alexander Randall, Red« 
irg, Reyne Rhett, Riggs, Saunders, Shaw, 
Shepperd, William Smith, Snyder, Sollers, Stanly, 
Steenrod, Summers, Taliaferro, John B. Thomp- 
son, Richard W. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, 
Triplett, Van Buren, Ward, Wairen, Washington, 
wW son, Weller, Wesibrook, Lewis Williams, 
Wise, and Wood—99. 

NAYS —Messrs. Adams, Allen, S. J. Andrews, 
Arnold, Babecck, Baker, Barnard, Birdseye, Blair, 


Bosrdman, Borden, Brewsier, Briggs, Breckway, 
Bronson, Burnell, Casey, Childs, Chittenden, J. C. 


Clark, &. N. Clarke, Clinton, Cooper, Cowen, 
Crancton, Cravens, Richard D. Davis, Deberry, 
Doig, John Edwards, Egbert, Everett, Ferris, Fes- 
senden, Fillmore, John G. Floyd, Charles A. 
Floyd, A. Lawrence Foster, Gates, Giddings, 
Patrick G. Goode, Granger, Gustine, Hall, Wm. 
S. Hastings, Henry, Hudson, Hunt, William W, 
Irwin, James, Andrew Kennedy, Lawrence, Linn, 


Lowell, 
son, Mathiot; Mattocks, Maynard, Morrow, Par- 
menter, Partridge, Pendleton, Plumer, Benjamin 
Randall, Randoiph, Ridgway, Rodney, Roosevelt, 
Wim: Russell, James M. Russell, Saltonsiall, San- 
ford, Slade, Stokely, John T. Stuart, Tilling- 
hast, Toland, Tomlinson, Trumbull, Underwood, 
Van Rensselaer, Wallace, Thomas W. Williams, 
Winthiop, Yorke, Augustus Young, and John 
Young—89. EIT l 

Thus the petition was laid on the table. . 

Mr. ANDREWS, after presenting one or two 
other petitions of a similar character, on which 
the question of reception was raised and laid on 
the table, said that he had some fifteen’ petitions of 
the same nature, which he had been requested to 
present, but would forbear doing so, as he sup- 
posed from the decision of the House to-day they 
would be rejected. ; 

Mr. WELLER presented several petitions on 
the subject of slavery; which, on his motion, were 
laid on the table. 

Mr. COWEN said he had several petitions of 
this kind which, although he was unwilling to oc- 
cupy the time of the House by taking the yeas and 
nays, he felt forced to present, to be disposed of as 
the House thought pri per. He then presented a 
number cf petitions, which were severally rejected 
or Jaid on the table. 

Mr. STANLY asked if it was in order to move 
a reconsideration of the vote by which the petitions 
presented by the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. WEL- 
LER] were laid on the table. He merely calied the 
attention of the Flousé to the fact, that, although 
the gentleman bad voted for the 21st rale, he 
yet felt himscif bound to present abolition peti- 
tions, 

Mr. WELLER said he had felt bound to pre- 
sent the petitions of his constituents; and as, from 
the recent decisions of the House, they were re- 
jected, he had moved to lay them on the table. 

Mr. STANLY said he wished it might be re- 
membered that gentlemen who belonged to the 
Whig party, and were opposed to the 2ist rule, 
who presented such petitions, were influenced by 
like considerations. 

Petitions were further presented— 

From Chio: By Messrs. STOKELY and P. G. 
GOODE: 

From, Tennessee: By Mr. ARNOLD, 

From Kentucky: By Messrs, J. B. THOMPSON, 
TRIPLETT, L. W. ANDREWS, and Œ, DA- 
VIS. 

Mr. G. DAVIS presented a petition asking for 
the repeal of the Bankrupt law. 

Mr, CRAVENS moved the reference of the pe- 
tition to the Commitee on the Judiciary, with in- 
structions to that commitiee to report a bill repeal- 
iog the bankrupt law, and on this motion called 
the previous question. ` 

Mr. PROFFIT raised a pointof order that the 
resolation must lie over one day, as giving rise to 
debate, and against the propriety of the previous 
question under the circumstances in which it 
was now moved. He moved a callof the House. 

Mr. CHITTENDEN moved to lay the petition 
on the table. 

Pending which motion, a motion was made by 
Mr. J. T. MASON that the House adjourn; whieh 
prevailing— 

The House adjourned. 


Of the petitions presented to-day, the following 
have been brought to the notice of the Reporter: 

Mr. COWEN presented the petition of twenty- 
four legal voters of Belmont county, Ohio, against 
a rale or law abridging the rigat of petition. 

Also, a petion from the same, praying for the 
removal of the seat of Government. Not re- 
ceived, 

Also, a peiilion from the same, for the repeal of 
certain laws and constitutional provisions therein 
mentioned. Not received. 

Also, a petition from the same, for the repeal of 
certain laws therein mentioned. Not received, 

Also, a resolution to refer the claim of Josiah 
Dillon to the Committee of Claims. 

Also, a resolution to refer the claim cf Wm. 


Bean for a pension, to the Committee on Revolu- 
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tionary Pensions. . 

Mr. ARNOLD presented the petition of Lieut. 
Isaac Justice, of Green county, Tennessee, an 
officer of the late war, praying to be placed on 
the invalid pension roll; which was referred accord- 
ingly. ; 

Mr. CASEY presented the proceedings of a large 
and respeciable meeting of the citizens of Coles 
county, Illinois, held at Greenup, in said county, 
asking an appropriation for the completion of the 
national road in said State; which,on his motion, 
was referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

Mr. C. also introduced papers explatatory of the 
claim of Ashal Lee, Lemuel Lee, and Harvey 
Lee, for extra work on the national road, first sec- 
tion of the western division in Illinois; and, on his 
motion, they were referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

Mr. MOORE, of Louisiana, presented the fol- 
lowing petitions: - 

Of inhabitants of Concordia, Louisiana, for a 
pest route from Red River Landing to New Car- 
thage; of citizens of Concordia and Catahoula, 
Louisiana, for a post road to Flowery Mound; 
which were referred to the Commiitce on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. . 

Also, of the heirs and legal representatives of 
Christopher Teal, of Louisiana; of Eugene Borel, 
of Louisiana; of Elizabeth Foley and others, of 
Louisiana; of Louis E. Trichel, of Louisiana; 
evidence in support of the claim of Hugh Mul- 
Hollan; evidence in support of the claim of Frede. 
rick Williams, assignee of James Crowe; evidence 
in support of the claim of John Close; elaim of 
George Depassav. Which were referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Also, cf John N. and B. H. Payne, of Lovi- 
siana; which was referred to the Committee on 
Publie Lands. 

Also, the proceedings of a Whig convention 
held at Baton Ronge, La. on the 4th October, 1841; 
which was laid on the table. 

Also, the memorial of Lucius C. Duncan, in re- 
lation to the Bankrupt law; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. GIDDINGS presented a petition, and spoke 


as follows: I take great pleasure in presenting to | 


the Hfouse a petition of a number of gentlemen in 
Warren, in the county of Trumbull, and State of 
Ohio, calling the attention of Congress to the wheat 
growing interesis of the Northwest, and asking the 
adoption of such measures as will procure admis- 
sion of our wheat to foreign ports upon terms of 
reciprocity. This, sir, I believe, is the first dis- 
tinct movement made-on this floor in favor of an 
interest destined at no distant day to stand first in 
importance among the subjects claiming the atten- 
tion of Government. All the other interests of | 
the North and South have heretofore received the 
fostering care of Government, but to this day the 
welfare of our people engaged in growing grain 
has been overlooked. - Sir, I feel grateful to the 
petitioners who have made me the humble instru- 
ment of presenting to this House the first petition 
on this subject. In accordance with the practice 
of the House, I move its reference to a select com- 
mittee. 

Mr. STOKELY precented the petition of Carrier 
Tomlinson, John Robinson, and others, 70 men; 
and of Elizabeth McMillan, Hannah Coates, and 
others, 90 women, of Jefferson county, Ohio, re- 
monstrating against the annexation of Texas to 
the Union, &e. Referred to the Committee on 


; Foreign Relations. 


Also, the petition of William Robinson, Joseph 
Woed, and 60 other men; and of Jane Robinson, 


Mary Ann Updegraff, and 90 other women, of Jef- | 


fersen county, Ohio, praying for the abolition of 
slavery in the District of Columbia and the Terri- 
tories of the United States, and the domestie slave 
trade; which he moved might be referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, the memorial and petition of Thomas Lee, 
W. Welch, and others, 130 legal voters of Harrie 
son county, Ohio, praying that proper steps be 
taken for the repeal of all laws, &e. by which the | 


people of the free States or the Government are lI 


“bound to protect the instituton of slavery. Refer- 


red: to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, the memorial and petition cf A. F. Han- 
na, Littleton Hill, and others, 153 citizens of the 
same county, praying Congress to recognise the 
independence of Hayu. Referred to the Commit. 
tee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. MATHIOT presented the petition of John 
Monroe and 270 others, of. Muskingum county, 
Ohio, praying the early passage-of a law prohibit- 
ing the transporiation of the mail on the Sabbath 
day. 

Kiso, the petition of William Butler and others, 
praying. that a mail route be established from 
Zanesville, Muskingum county, Ohio, by Baxter’s 
and Bealmen’s cross roads, to Frazeysburgh, in 
said county. 

Also, the petition of Jacob Crumbaker and 
others, praying that the mail route from Zanes- 
ville to Salt creek, in Muskingum county, Ohio, be 
extended, on the nearest and best route, to Cum- 
berland, in Guernsey county, and thence back to 
Sali creek, by the way of Calhoun’s mill. 

Mr. STUART of Illinois presented the petition 
of N. Belcher and others, citizens of Illinois, prey- 
ing that patents may be issued in certain cases 
where informal purchases have been made in the 
Galena land office, Ilinois. 

Also, the petition of 87 persons, navigating and 
transacting business on the Northern lakes, pray- 
ing the establishment of a port of entry at Chicago, 
Ilinois. 

Also, a letter from the District Judge of the 
State of Tilinois. : 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi presented the 
memorial of the President and Directors of Grand 
Gulf Railroad Company. 

Mr. H. DODGE, delegate from Wisconsin, 
presented ihe following petitions from the citizens 
of that Territory, on the 6:h instant, all of which 
were referred to the appropriate commitiees, viz : 
Four petitioas asking for a mail route from South 
Port to Beloit; eight for a harbor at Southport; 
three for an appropriation fora road from South- 
port to Beloit; memorials from the Legislative As- 
sembly, asking appropriations for roads, to wit: 
from Milwaukie to Beloit, for the completion cf 
the road from Milwaukie through Madison to the 
Mississippi; from Southport to Beloit; a memorial 
of the officers of the schooner Dolphin, wrecked 
on Lake Michigan, near Racine; a petition, and a 
memorial of the Legislative Assembly, asking an 
appropriation for a harbor at Racine; three peti- 
tions for an appropriation to improve the Fox and 
Wisconsin rivers; one for the establishment of a 
post route from Chicago, via. Geneva, Elkhorn, and 
White Water, to the country seat of Jefferson 
county; one for a road from Southport to Burling. 
ton; two petitions for an appropriation for a har- 
bor at Milwaukie; a memorial from the Legista- 
tive Assembly in behalf of the settlers on the line 
of the Milwaukieand Rock River Canal; a me- 
morial on the subject of school lands; a memorial 
in favor of the settlers on the canal lands; a me- 
morial for the improvement of the navigation of 
the Mississippi river; a memorial fer the construction 
of a railroad from Lake Michigan to the Missis- 
sippi; a memorial for the improvement of the 
Fox, Rock, and Peckatonika and Platte rivers, 
and also of the Grant Sloo; a petition for a mail 
route from Madison to Monroe in Green county; 
petition of George H. Walker for the right of pre- 
emption to “Walker’s Point,” at Milwaukie; peti- 
tion of Joseph Rolette asking for the confirmation 
of the title of John Campbell to a tract of land 
adjoining the town of Prairie du Chien; petition of 
the citizens of Platteville and vicinity, residing on 
reserved mineral jands, to be allowed to purchase 
the improvements; petition of inhabitants on the 
Canal lands, that they may enter their lands at the 
minimum price; a memorial from the President 
(Geoge Medeiza) and trustees of the town of Poto- 
si, asking for a grant of land for the improvement 
of the navigation of Grant river to the town of 
Potosi. 

After the presentation and reference of the 
above memorials and petitions, Mr. DODGE 
Stated that in accordance with a notice which he 
given some time since, he would then ask leave 
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to introduce a bill for.the construction. of harbors 
at Milwaukie, Racine, and Southport; also a bill 
for the improvement of the navigatton of the Wis- 
consin and Neenah rivers. ; 

The SPEAKER remarked that bills could not 
now be received but by the general consent of the 
House. 

Mr. D. then said he would ask consent of the 
House to introduce said bills. 

‘Objection being made, the bills were not rè- 
ceived. : 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
SATURDAY, January 8, 1842. è 

Mr. BRIGGS, on leave, offered the following 
resolution; which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Expenditures be 
instructed to inquire into the quality and amount of furniture 
Purchased or contracted for the new custom-house in New 

York; whether it “is plain and substantial,” and whether a 
“proper economy has been exercised in the matter.” Also, 
further to inquire whether there has been any reduction in the 
number of persons employed inthe custom-house in the city 
of New York, or any reduction of the expenses of the same 
during the last year, and what reduction may be made in the 
number of persons employed in and expenses’ of said custom- 
house, without detriment to the public service, 


- Petitions, on leave, were presented by Messrs. 
J. L. WILLIAMS, LEVY, and CARUTHERS. 

Mr. CUSHING said that he had been instructed 
by the Committee on Foreign Affairs to report two 
bills, which good faita towards the Government of 
France, and also that of Spain, requires to be 
acted on promptly; and he begged permission of 
the House to present the bills in question, that they 
might be printed and referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The bills were twice read, ordered, with the ac- 
companying reports, to be printed, and referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, as foliows: 

A bill regulating commercial intercourse with 
the port of Cayenne, in the Colony of French 
Guiana, and to remit certain duties, 
fe bill concerning tonnage duty on Spanish ves- 
sels. 

Mr. LEVY asked leave to offer resolutions of 
inquiry of the Secretary of War relative to the 
state of the Florida war; which were not received, 
objections being made, and which sre as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to report to 
this House the cause of the recent unobstructed appearance of 
the hostile Indians in Florida in the midst of the settlements at 
Mandarin; what force was stationed in that vicinity for the 
protection of the inhabitants cast of the St Johns, and what 


asantas were taken for the pursuit and punishment ofthe ma- 
randers. 

Resolved, further, That the Secretary of War be directed to 
report to this House what measures are employed for the pro- 
tection of the lives and property of the inhabitants of Florida, 
and whether any, and what, further legislation is necessary to 
enable the Executive to provide for the due protection and for 
the suppression of the Indian hostilities still pending. 

Resoived, further, That the Secretary be further directed 
to report to this House what number of murders have been 
committed by the Indians in Florida since the disbandment of 
Read's brigade of volunteers, and of the causes which prevent 
such provision for the defence of the settlements in Florida as 
will give proper security of person and property to the citizens 
ofsaid Territory. 

Resolved, That the said Secretary be further directed to re- 
port to this House what force has been withdrawn from Fiori- 
da since the adjourment of the last session of Congregs, the dis- 
position made of the force thus withdrawn, and the reason of 
lis withdrawal. 


Mr. LOWELL asked leave to introduce a bill 
for the relief of Robert Ramsay, for injuries re- 
ceived by him while in the naval service of the 
United States: leave not granted. 

Mr. JOSEPH L. WILLIAMS presented the 
memorial of a convention recently held in Knox- 
ville, asking an appropriation for a survey of the 
Tennessee river, with a view to the improvement 
of its navigation: referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

The orders of the day were then called for by 
several. 

Mr. BIDLACK said he had been desirous for 
some time to have an opportunity to present some 
petitions which he had received from the district 
represented by his colleague, [Mr. Dimocx,] who 
was detained by illness; he therefore hoped the cail 
of the States would be preceeded with, and that the 
call for the orders would not be insisted on. 

The SPEAKER said that the first business in or- 
der would be the motion of the gentleman trom 
New York [Mr. Cxirranpen] to lay on the table 
thë petition presented yesterday by Mr. G. Davis, 


to repeal the Bankrupt act, together with the mo- 
tion of Mr. Cravens of Indiana to refer the same 
io the Committee on the Judiciary, with instrue- 
tions to bring in a bill in accordance with the prayer 
of the petition. i : 

Mr. G. DAVIS moved a call of the House; 
which motion prevailing, the roll having been 
called, 184 members answered to their names. 

Mr. G, DAVIS moved that further proceedings 
in the call be suspended.. - 

This motion was decided in the negative. 

And the fist of absentees was called, when it was 
ascertained that 203 members were now in attend- 
ance. _ : 

Oa motion of Mr. RANDOLPH, by ayes 107, 
noes not counted, further proceedings in the call 
were dispensed with. 

The question then recurring on the motion of 
Mr. Cuirrennen to lay en the table— 

Mr. WELLER demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered by the House. 

Mr. BARNARD inquired of the Speaker if there 
had not been yesterday a petition presented of the 
same character as the present, aud referred to the 
Commitee on the Judiciary? 

The SPEAKER said he didnot recollect; it 
could be ascertained by reference to the petitions, 

Mr, FILLMORE reyursted his colleague [Mr. 
CuitreNnpen] to withdraw the motion to lay on tbe 
table, as many who were opposed to the repeal of 
the Bankrupt law would not vote to lay on the 
table; and that the question be taken on the instruc- 
tions, as this would he a test question. 

Mr. CHITTENDEN then withdrew his motion 
to lay on the table. i 

The question then recurring on seconding the 
demand for the previous question, 

Mr. WARREN madea question cf order that 
it was not competent to move special instructions 
to a commitiee when petitions alone were in order. 

The SPHAKER overruled the point of order. 

Mr. WARREN then asked a division of the 
question, and moved to lay the instructions on the 
table, 

After a brief conversation ona point of order, the 
yeas and nays, having been asked and crdered, 
were taken, and resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs, Adams, Sherlock J. Andrews, Arnold, 
Baker, Barnard, Blair, Borden, Brewster, Briggs, Brockway, 
Bronson, Milton Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, Childs, Chitten- 
den, John ©, Clari, Staley N, Clarke, Cooper, Cranston, 
Cushing, Dederzy, Joha Edwards, Everett, Fessenden, Fill- 
more, A. Lawrence Foster. Cates, Giddings, Granger, Gwin, 
Habersham, Hall, Henry, Howard, Hadson, Joseph R. Inger- 
soll, James Irvin, Wiliam W, Irwin, James, Wiliam Cost 
Johnson, Johu P. Kennedy, King, Lane, Lawrence, Linn, 
McKeon, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Maxwell, Maynard, Merri- 
wether, Moore, Morrow, Osborne, Pendleton, Powell, Ben- 
jamin Randall, Alexander Randall, Randolph, Ridgway, Rod» 
ney, Roosevelt, Wiliam: Russell, James M. Russell, Salton- 
stall, Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, Sollers. Stanly, Strat- 
ton, J, T. Stuart, Richard W Thompson, Jacob Thompson, 
Tillinghast, Tolaud, Tomlinson, ‘frambull, Van Rensselaer, 
Wallace, Warren, Washington, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis 
Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Winthrop, Wood, and Yorke 
—89. @ ` 

NAYS—Messrs. L, W. Andrews, Arrington, Atherton, Bar- 
ton, Beeson, Bidlack, Birdseye, Bowne, Boyd, Burke, Samson 
I. Butler, Wiliam Butler, Wm. O. Butler, G. W. Caldwell, 
Patrick ©, Caldwell, William B. Campbell, Thomas J. Camp- 
bell, Caruthers, Carey, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, 
Cowen, Cravens, Daniel, Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, 
Dean, Doan, Doig, Hastman, Ji ds, Egbert, Perris, 
J.G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, Thomas F. Foster, 
Gamble, Gentry, Gilmer, Goggin, Willi ©. Goode, Gordon, 
Graham, Green, Gustine, Garr ¥3, Liays, Holmes, 
Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Ffubard, Munter, Charles J. In- 
gersoll, Jack, Cave Johnson, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Lewis, 
Lowell, Abraham McClellan, Robert McClellan, McKay, 
Marchand, Alfred Marshall, Pho F. Marshall, John 
Thompson Mason, Mathews, Mattoc Medill, filler, Morris, 
Newhard, Owsley, Parmenter, Pa ge, Payne, P 
Pope, Profit, Ramsey, Rediay, Reynolds, Rhett, R 
ford, Saunders, Shaw, Ehepperd, Willie i 
Sieenrod, Stokely, Alex. H. H. Stuart, Sum s 
Sweney, Talisferro, Joha B. Thompson, Triplett, Tarney, 
Underwood, Van Buren, Ward, Watterson, Weller, West- 
brook, James WV. Williams, Clriswpher H. W. ms, and 
Augustus Young—lld. — v“ 

‘Thas the instractions were sot laid on the table. 

The question now being on seconding the de- 
mand for the previous question-— 

Mr. LANE appealed to his colleague [Mr. Cra- 
vens] to withdraw his demand for the previous 
question, to enable him to make a statement in re- 
ference to his vote on the question now pending. 

Mr. CRAVENS accordingly withdrew the de- 
mand for the previous question. 

Mr. LANE said that, at the extra session, he 
had voted for the Bankrupt bill, not in accordance 


, Sumter, 


“binding, and should, as at présent “advised,” vol 


‘with his own judgment, but in obedience: to in- 
strbctiong; those instructions he considered: sti 


against the repeal of the Bankrupt law; but‘were 
it not for the instructions, he should certainly vote 
for ils repeal. a ae 
[Cries of “Order, order,” were here raised. and 
Mr. L. concluded by renewing the demand for the 
previous question.] DAD eek 
Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi appealed to the 
gentleman from Indiana to withdraw. hig demand, 
for the previous question, that he might state the. 
reasons for his vote. í : 
(Cres of “No, no.”] 
‘The demand for the previous question was se- 
conded by the House. l 3 
And the question being, 
tion te now put” : 
Mr. BARNARD asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered by the House, and, being taken, ‘re- 
sulted as follows: j 


YEAS—Messrs, L. W. Andrews, Arrington, Atherton, Bar- 
ton, Beeson, Birdseye, Bowne, Boyd, M. Brown, Charles 
Brown, Burke, Samson H. Butler, William Butler, William O. 
Butler,Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C, Caldwell, John Càmpbell, 
William B. Campbell, Thomas J.. Campbell, Carey,, Casey, 
Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Cravens, Daniel, Garrett Davis, 
Richard Ð. Davis, Dean, Doan, Doig. Eastman, John C. Ed, 
wards, Egbert, Ferris, John @.Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Game 
bie, Gentry, Goggm, Wiliam O. Goode, Gordon, „Graham, 
Green} Gustine, Gwin, Harris, John Hastings, Hays, Holmes, 
Hopkins, Iouck, Houston, “Hubard, Hunter, Jack, Cave 
Johnson, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, King, Lewis, Lowell, Abra” 
ham McCleilan, Robert McClellan, McKay, Marchand, Alfred 
Marshall, Thomas F. Marshall, John Thompson Mason, Mat- 
tcks, Medill, Meriwether, Miller, Morris, Newhard, Owsley, 
Parmenter, Partridge, Payne, Pope, Profit, Ramsey, Reding, 
Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, Sanford, Saunders, Shaw, sShepperdy 
Willian Smith, Snyder, Sollers, Steenrad, Summers, Sumter, 
Sweney, John B. Thompson, Triplett, Tarnéy, Underwood, Van 
Buren, Ward, Watterson, Weller, Westhrook, James W. Wil. 
liams, Christopher H. Williams, and Augustus Young—109. * < 

NAYS—Messrs, Adams, Allen, 8. J, Andrews, Arnold, 
Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Brdlack, Blair, Borden, Brewster, 
Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, Burnell, Calhoun, Caruthers, ~ 
Shilds, Chittenden, John ©, Clark, Staley N. Clarke, Cooper, 
Cowen, Cranston, Cushing, Dawson, Deberry, John Edwards, 
Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, A. Lawrence Foster, Thomas | 
F. Foster, Gates, Giddings, Gilmer, Granger, Habersham, Hall, 
William S. Hastings, Henry, Howard, Hudson, Charles J. In- 
gersoll, J. R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, William W. Irwin, Jamer, 
William Cost Johnson, John P, Kennedy, pane Lawrence, 
Lian, McKeon, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Maxwell, Maynard, 
Moore, Osborne, Pendleton, Plumer, Powell, Benjamin Ran- 
dal, Alexander Randall, Randolph, Ridgway, Rodney, Roose- 
velt, Wilham Russell, J. M. Russell, Saltonstall, Simonton, 
Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, Stokely, Stratton, Alexander H. 
I. Stuart, John T. Stuart, Tailaferre, Richard W. Thompson, 
Jacob Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Trumbull, 
Van Ronssalaer, Wallace, Warren, Washington, Thomas W, 
Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Winthrop, 
Wood and Yorke—97. 


So the question was decided in the afirmative. 

Tne question then being the main question on 
the instructions to the committee to report a bill to 
repeal the bankrupt law— j » 

Mr. WELLER asked the yeas an@ nays; whieh 
were ordered. F 

Mr. PROFFITP suggested to his colleague [Mr. 
Cravens] to modify the instructions by inserting 
the word “forthwith.” 

Mr. STANLY hoped they would have nothing 
to do with the word “forthwith.” They had had 
enough of ihat in the Wew Jersey case. 

Mr, PENDLETON asked if itwasin order to 
move an amendment to the instructions? 

The SPEAKER replied in the negative. 

Mr. HOWARD moved that the House adjourn; 
on which the yeas and nays having been asked and 

rdered by the House, Mr. H. withdrew the mo- 
tion. 

Mr. BARNARD, 

Mr. STANLY. 

nd nays. 
$ ‘be AA and nays baving been ordered by the 
House, were taken, and resulted as follows: yeas 
38, nays 167. 

So the House refused to adjourn. . 

The question then recurring on the instrucuons, 

Rir. MILTON BRO WN inquired of the Speaker 
if it was in crder to amend the instructions? He 
wanted to move an amendment so as to instruct 
the Committee on the Judiciary to report a bill “to 
suspend the eperation of the bankrupt law until 
the first day of January next.” 

The SPEAKER replied that the amendment was 
not in order. , 

Mr. HUNT appealed to the House tə allow him 
an opportunity to give the reacons for his vote. 


“Shell the main ques- 


I renew the motion. 
ĮI renew the call for the yeas 


Mr. HOPKINS objected, unless all could haye 
ihe same privilege. 

“The yeas and nays were then taken, and the 
question decided in the affirmative, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. L. W. Andrews, Arrington, Atherton, Bar- 
ton, Beeson, Bidlack, Birdseye, Bowne, Boyd, A. V.: Brown, 
©. Brown, Burke, William Butler, William O. Butler, G, 
W: Caldwell, P.g C. Caldwell, J.' Campbell, William B. 

- Campbell, Thos. J. Campbeil, Caruthers, Cary, Casey, Chap- 
man, Clifford, Ciinton, Cowen, Cravens, Daniel, Garrett 
Davis, Richard P. Davis, Dean, Doan, Doig, Eastman, J. €. Ed- 
wards; Egbert, Ferris, John G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, For- 
ance, Gamble, Gamble, Gentry, Gilmer, Goggin, Wiliam 
0, Goode, Gordon, Graham, Green, Gustine, Harris, John 
Hastings, Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hub- 
ard, Hunter, C, J. Ingersoll, Jack, Cave Johnson, Keim 
Andrew Kennedy, Lewis, Lowell, Abraham McClellan, Ro 
bert McClellan, McKay, Marchand, A. Marshall, T. F, Mar- 
shall, J. T. Mason. Mathews, Mattocks, Medill, Miller, 
Morris, Newhard, Owsley, Parmenter, Partridge, Payne, 
Plumer, Pope, Proffit, Ramsey, Reding, Reynolds, Rhett, 
Riggs, Sanford, Saunders. Shaw, Shepperd, William Smith, 
Snyder, Sollers, Steenrod, Alexander H, H. Stuart, Summers, 
Sumter, Sweney, J. B. Thompson, Triplett, Turney, Un- 
derwood, Van Buren, Ward, Watterson, Weller, Westbrook, 

_ James W,.Williams, Christopher II. Williams, Wise, and A. 
Young—115. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Sherlock J. Andrews, Ar- 
nold, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Blair, Boardman, Borden, 
Brewster, Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, M. Brown, Calhoun, 
Childs, Chittenden, John C. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, Cooper, 
Cranson, Cushing, Dawson; Deberry, John Edwards, Everett, 
Fessenden, Fillmore, A. L, Foster, Gates, Giddings, Granger, 
Gwin, Habersham, Hall. Wm. S. Hastings, Henry, Howard, 
Hudson, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Jas. Irvin, William W. Irwin, 
James, William ©. Johnson, John P. Kennedy, King, dane, 
Lawrence, Linn, McKeon, S. Mason, Mathiot, Maxwell, May- 
nard, Meriwether, Moore, Morrow, Osborne, Pendleton, 
Benjamin Randall, Alexander Randall, Randolph, Ridgway, 
Rodney, Roosevelt, W. Russell, James M. Russell, Saltonstall, 
Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, Stokeley, Stratton, 
JT. Stuart, Taliaferro, J Thompson, R. W. Thompson, Tilling- 
hast, Toland, Trumbull, V. Rensszlaer, Wallace, Warren, W ash- 
ington, Thos. W. Wiliams, Lewis Williams, Jos. L. Williams, 
Winthrop, Wood, Yorke, and John Young—93, : 

Thus the Committee on the Judiciary was in- 
structed “to report a bill to repeal the act to esta- 


blish a uniform system of bankruptey.” 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved a reconsidera- 
tion of this vote; and on that motion demanded the 
previous question. 

Mr. M. BROWN moved that the House adjourn; 
on which the yeas and nays having been asked and 
ordered, he withdrew the motion. 

The previous question was then ordered by the 
House, and the main question on the motion of re« 
consideration was decided in the negative without 
a division. 

The second division of the question, viz. on the 
reference of the petition, was then carried. 

Mr. MARSHALL presented a memorial from 
the Chamber of Commerce of Louisville, and also, 
a petition very numeronsly signed, from citizens 
of Louisville, praying for the repeal of the bank- 
rupt law. 

Mr. M. moved io refer these petitions to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, with instructions to 
that committee to report a bill to repeal the bank- 
rupt law forthwith; and on this motion asked the 
previous question. 

Mr. STANLY moved to strike cut the word 
“forthwith.” He hoped it never would be used in 
a Whig Congress. 

Mr. MARSHALL. This isa Loco Foco Con- 
gress. 

Mr. BARNARD rose to a question of order, 
Was the presentation of petitions now in order? 

. The SPEAKER said it was; that the rules were 
yes'erday suspended for the purpose of receiving 
petitions from the States, and they had not yet been 
called through, 

Mr. BARNARD inquired if the suspension con- 
tinued to to-day? 

Toe SPEAKER replied ia the affirmattve. 

Mr. HOPKINS suggested to the gentieman from 
Kentueky to modify his motion so as to instruct 
the Judiciary Committee to report the bill on 
Monday next, instead of “forthwith,” as moved 
by hum. 

Mr. MARSHALL said that, with the assent of 
the House, he would withdraw the obnoxious word 
“forthwith, and iasert Monday next in lieu there- 
of, atthe same time calling for the previous ques- 
tion on the motion. 

The demand for the previous question was then 
seconded. 

Mr. ARNOLD made a question of order. Was 
in order to move instructions to a committee pre- 
gisely the same as had just been done? And was it 


! 
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in order to name a day on which to instruct a com- 


mittee to report a bill? , , 

The SPEAKER said there was notbing in 
the rules against this; and that the motion of the 
geùtleman from Kentuck¥ [Mr. MARLHALL] was 
in order. 5 f NEA 

Mr. IRVIN rose and said he considered it his 
duty to make an effort to save this bill, and would 
ask for a eall of the House. 

The SPEAKER said it was too late to move a 
call of the House, as the previous question had 
been moved and seconded. 

Mr. ERVIN said he would move an adjournment 
then. 

On this the yeas and nays were asked and or- 
dered, and the House refused to adjourn by. the 
following vote: yeas 38, nays 158. 

The question being on the demand for the pre- 
vious question— 

Mr. TILLINGHAST rose to a question of or- 
der. The rule provided that a petition should not 
be debated the same day as presented, but must lie 
over, if debate arises. Was itin order, when no- 
lice was given of debate, to make any other dispo- 
sition of the debate—by ‘the previous question or 
other wise—than the rule had made? Did it net đe- 
feat the very object of the rule, which was to pre- 
vent the blocking up of petitions? 

The SPEAKER said he had no doubt if the pre- 
vious question had not been moved, that the point 
of order would be correct; but the previous ques- 
tion having been moved, the debate was cut off, 
and therefore the petition was not required to lie 
over. 

Mr. MARSHALL said he had just understood 
that the regular day of meeting of the Judiciary 
Committee was Tuesday, and be would therefore 
modify his motion, by inserting “Tuesday,” instead 
of “Monday.” 

Mr. BARNARD asked the yeas and nays on the 
previous question; which were not ordered by the 
House, 

The previous question was then carried without 
a division. 

And the question being on the main question — 

Mr. BARNARD asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 

The main question on the reference of the peti- 
tions to the Committee on the Judiciary, with in- 
structions to report a billto repeal the bankrupt 
law, on Tuesday next, was then decided in thé af- 
firmative, as follows: i 

YEAS—Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, Barton, Beeson, Bid- 
lack, Birdseye, Bowne, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Charles 
Brown, Burke, $. H, Butler, William Butler, Wm. O. Butler, 
Green W, Caldwell, Patrick ©. Caldwell, John Campbell, 
William B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Cary, 
Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Cowen, Cravens, Daniel, 
Garret Davis, Richard D. Davis, Dean, Doan, Doig, East- 
man, John C. Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, John G, Floyd, Charles 
A. Floyd, Fornance, Thomas F. Foster, Gentry, Gilmer, Geg- 
gin, Wiliam O. Goode, Gorda, Graham, Green, Gustine, 
Harris, Joh» Hastings, Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, 
Houston, Hubard, Hunter, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jaf, Cave 
Johnson, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Lewis, Lowell, Abraham 
McClellan, Robert McClellan, McKay, Marchand, Alfred Mar- 
shall, Thomas F. Marshall, J. T. Mason, Mathews. Mattocks, 
Medill, Miller, Newhard, Owsley, Parmenter, Partridge, Payne, 
Plumer, Pope, Profit, Reding, Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, San- 
ford, Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, Wm. Smith, snyder, Sol 
lers, Steenrod, A. H. H, Stuart, Summers. Sumter, Sweney, 
John B. Thompson, Triplett, Turney, Underwood, Van 
Buren, Ward, Watterson, Weller, Westbrook, James W. Wil- 
liams, Christopher H, Williams, Wise, and Augustus Young 
—112. 

NAYA—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Sherlock J. Andrews, Ar- 
nold, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Blair, Boardman, Borden, 
Brewster, Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, Milton Brown, Bur- 
nell, Calhoun, Chittenden, John C. Clark, S. N. Clarke, 
Cooper, Cranston, Dawson, Deberry, Fessenden, Fillmore, 
A. Lawrence Foster, Gamble, Gates, Granger, Gwin, Haber- 
sham, Mall, Henry, Howard, Hudson, Hunt, Joseph R. Iuger- 
soll, James Irvin, William W. Irwin, James, William C. John- 
sohn, John P. Kennedy, Lane, Lawrence, Linn, McKeon, Sam- 


-son Mason, Mathiot, Maxwell, M:ynard, Morrow, Osborne, 


Pendleton, Benjamin Randall, Alexander Randall, Randolph, 
Ridgway, Rodney, Roosevelt, William Russell, James M. Rus- 
sell, Saltonstall, Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, 
Stokely, Stratton, John T. Stuart, Taliaferro, Richard W. 
Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, 
Truvibuil, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, Warren, Washington, 
Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Williams, 
Winthrop, Wood, Yorke, and John Young—£8, , 

Mr. GENTRY moved to reconsider this vote. 

Mr. WELLER demanded the previous question 
on this motion. 

Without! a division the demand for the previous 
question was seconded, the previous question was 
carried; and the main question on the reconsidera- 
tion decided in the negative. 


Mr. CAMPBELL said this was a great national 
festival—the 8th day of January. He therefore 
moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. TRIPLETT said he hoped that they would 
not adjourn from this very reason. 
` [Cries of “Order,” “order.”} 

Before the question of adjournment was taken— 

The SPEAKER said he had received certain 
Executive communications which he wished to 
present to the House. He then laid before the 
House a communication from the Seeretary of 
War, transmitting, in obedience to law, a list of 
contracts made by the various branches of the 
War Department for the past year. | 

Mr. STANLY asked if petitions were not in 
order? and hoped they would go on with petitions. 
He called the yeas and nays on the motion to ad- 
ourn. ; 

: The yeas and nays were ordered, and, being 
taken, the question was decided in the affirmative. 
as follows: Yess 116, nays 80. ‘ 

The House then adjourned to Monday, at 12. 
o'clock. 

Correction.—In our report of the proceedings 
of the House of the 7th instant, unintentional in- 
justice was done to Mr. Werer of Ohio, in rela- 
tion to certain petitions presented by him, and we 
hasten to remedy it, by publishing a correct state~ 
ment of what took place on that occasion. 

Mr. WELLER presented several petitions from 
a number of ladies of Butler county, Obio, praying 
that the 21st rule of the House may be rescinded. 
Also, for the recognition of the independence of 
Hayti. He also presented sundry petitions from 
some of the legal voters of said county, containing 
the same prayer. He stated that as there was no 
appropriate committee to which the first petitions 
could be referred, he moved they lie on the table. 
Carried. The other petitions were referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. He also remarked 
that he had a number of other petitions which 
came within the rule of the House, and he would 
not, therefore, offer to present them. 

Mr. Cowen said he had several petitions of this 
kind, which, although he was unwilling to occupy 
the time of the House by the taking of yeas and 
nays, he felt forced to present, to be disposed of as 
the House thought proper. He then presented a 
number of petitions, which were severally rejected 
or laid on the table. $ 

Mr. Sranuy asked if it was in order to move a 
reconsideration of the vote by which the petitions 
presented by the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. WEL- 
LER] were laid on the table. He merely called the 
attention of the House to the faet that although the 
gentleman had voted for the adoption of the 21st 
rule, ke yet felt himself bound to present Abolition 

etitions. 

Mr. Wetter said he had presented no petitions 
which came within the rule of the House, but, on 
the contrary, he had expressly declined dcing’so. 
He had felt it his duty to present the petitions he 
had, notwithstanding he was unwilling to grant 
the prayer of the petitioners. He had always 
voted for the 2ist rule, and he always expzeted to. 
He believed his constituents were perfecily satisfied 
with his course; and if so, he trusted the gentleman 
from North Carolina [Mr. Sraxty] would not 
complain. i 

Mr. Sranty said he wished it might be remem- 
bered that gentlemen who belonged to the Whig 
party, and were opposed to the 21st rule, who pre- 
sented such petitions, were influenced by like con- 
siderations, 


IN SENATE, 
Monnsy, January 10, 1842, 

The PRESIDENT pro dem laid before the Se- 
nate a report from the Navy Department, in com- 
pliance with the act of 20th April, 1818, enclosing 
a list containing the names of the persons em- 
ployed as clerks in the Navy Department in 1841, 
with the compensation of each. 

Also, a communicaticn from the Seeretary of 
the Treasury, in answer to a resolution of the Se- 
nate of the 28th ult. communicating a statement 
of the imports and exports of gold and silver coin 
and bullion annually, and as far back as the res 


cords of the ‘Treasury . permitted the same to be 
made up; also, the annual amount of gold and 
silver coinage in the mint and branch mints of the 
United States since the establishment of the mint; 
also, the annual exportation of gold and silver 
coinage of the mint of the United States, with a 
letter of recapitulation, showing the aggregate un- 
der each head. : ie 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, ordered to lie on 
the table, and be printed, 

Also, acommunication from the War Depart- 
ment, in answer to a resolution passed the Senate 
on the 3d instant, showing the present number of 
cadets in the Military Academy at West Point 
from each State and Territory of the Union, and 
from the District of Columbia; the regulation ex- 
isting in the War Department respecting the ap- 
portionment of cadets as to apportionment among 
the several States; and the whole number of ap- 
pointments. 

Oa motion of Mr. GRAHAM, ordered to lie on 
the table, and be printed. 

Also, a communication from the War Depart- 
ment, in compliance with the act of March 3, 1809, 
containing a statement of contracts made by the 
various branches of that department, on behalf of 
the United States, during the year 1841. i 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Se- 
nate a communication from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, in compliance with a resolution adopted 
by the Senate on the 234 ultimo, at the instance of 
Mr. Tappan. The communication enclosed the 
annexed statement from the Register of the Trea- 
sury, with reference to which the Seeretary holds 
the following language, viz: “It is deemed proper 
to state that the amount ef Treasury notes €p- 
pearing to be outstanding on any particular day by 
the books of the Register, is based on the amount 
issued and the amount received, which has finally 
passed the accounting officers. The statements au. 
nexed of the amounts outstanding do not, therefore, 
jnelude those redeemed, which were, at the dates 
specified, in the hands of the accounting officers for 
settlement.” 

Statement of the public debt on the 23d of December, 1841. 


Treasury notes outstanding (A) - - ~ $7,382,027 69 
Debt ofthe corporate cities of the District of 


Columbia, assumed by the United States - 1,440,000 00 
The (old) funded and unfunded debt, via: 
The funded debt—- 
ou principal, $52,423 76 
interest, 240,728 84 
: —-— $293,163 60 
The unfunded debt— 7 
Registered certificates, $26,622 44 i 
Treasury notes issued 
» during the late war 4,475 00 
Mississippi certificates, 4,320 09 
— 35,417 53 
; j gi een 328,581 13 
Loan, per actof 2ist July, 1841. Amount sub- 
perted = Noa aes -= 5,577,476 88 


$14,728,085 70 


(AJ—This amount is exclusiveof notes received for duties ” 
and lands, subsequent to the 30ih of September last, and not 
reported on for recordin this office by the accounting officer, 


Statement of the public debt on the 3d of March, 1841. 


Treasury notes outstanding (B) - : - $6,607,361 54 
Debt of the corporate cities of the District of 
Columbia, assumed by the United States 1,440,000 00 
The (old) funded and unfunded debt, viz: 
nded debt— 
Thef $53.174 38 


principal, 
interest, 243,106 36 : 
a $296,280 74 


The unfunded debt— 
Registered certificates, $26,622 44 
Treasury notes issued ~~ 
during the war, 4,475 00 
4,320 09 


issiseippi certificates . 
pene i —— $35,417 53 


331,698 27 


B.)—This amount is exclusive of notes receiyed for duties 
and jada, subsequent to 8lst of December, 1840, which were not 
reported on for record on the 23 of March, 1841; by the account- 


ing officers. 
Treasury DEPARTMENT, 


Register’s Office, December 28, 1841. 


T. L. SMITH, Register. 

On motion of Mr. TAPPAN, it was ordered to 
lie on the table and be printed. 

Also, acommunication from the ‘Treasury De- 
partment, in compliance with a resolution of the 
Senate of the 3d of March last, comprising a state- 
ment of the names of persons to whom the milita- 


H 
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CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
ry land scrip has been issued, on military land war- 
rants, &c. 

The PRESIDENT also read a letter from the 
Hon. Mr. Dixow of Rhode Island, stating that bis 
health was such as to preclude bis attention to the 
business of chairman of the Committee on Revo- 
unnar Claims, and asking to be excased there- 

rom, > ` 

Mr. CLAYTON expressed the hope that the 
wishes of the Senator might be complied with. At 
the same time, he desired that he might not be ap- 
pointed to the station, as his health was utterly in- 
adequate to the task, Mr. C. spoke of the vast 
business before the committee, chiefly that which 
had again and again been acted on by the Senate, 
yet was every session renewed by Senators moving 
to take the papers from the files and having them 
referred to the committee. [le should feel it aduty 
to move for some change in the rules, by which 
business of this nature should not be again brought 
before the committee after having been so repeat- 
edly rejected, unless brought before them on a new 
petition from the person concerned, showing that 
he was aggrieved by the decision of the committee, 
and pointing out the error of that decision. 

The question was taken, and Mr. Dixon was 
excused from serving on the committee. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from 
the Board of Trade of the city of Philadelphia, re- 
questing that the bankrupt law may be modified so 
as not to apply to any debts heretofore contracted; 
and, if this should not be done, that the law be so 
amended that there may be no discharge under it, 
unless the assets of the bankrupt can pay fifty per 
cent. in the dollar; and if this should not be effect- 
ed, that the law be repealed altogether. Referred 
to the Jadiciary Committee. 

Mr. B. also presented the memorial of the Cham- 
ber of Commerce of the city of Philadelphia, ask- 
ing Cengress to make an appropriation to purchase 
the edifice occupied by the Bank of the United 
States, for a cusiom:house, and stating that it no 
coubt could be purchased for half of the amount 
expended for the erection of the custom-house at 
New York. 

On motion of Mr. B. permission was given to 
withdraw from the files the papers of Col. Johnson 
of the Revolutionary army, for the purpose of lay- 
ing the same before the Legislature of New York. 


Numerous memorials were presented against the 
postponement or repeal of the bankrupt act, by 
Messrs. MANGUM, CLAYTON, CLAY, 
WHITE, BATES, MILLER, MOREHBEAD, 
BERRIEN, CHOATE, TALLMADGE, HEN- 
DERSON, BENTON, PORTER, YOUNG, and 
SIMMONS, from citizens of New York city and |j 
Brooklyn. Referred to the Judiciary Committee. 

Also, Mr. PRENTISS presented the memorial 
of D. A. Fairchild and others, of the city of New 
York, remonstrating against the repeal or any mo- 
dification of the bankrupt Jaw. Mr. P. said, that 
to avoid any inference being drawn that his views 
of the law had undergone any change, he would | 
merely state that his opinions in regard to it re- | 
mained unaltered, and that he presented the me- | 
morial in pursuance of a special request made to 


him. 3 

Mr. WALKER presenteda memorial from New 
York, adverse to the postponement or repeat of the 
Bankrupt law. He remarked that the people of 
his State were not silent upon this subject. The 
Legislatere of his State, at the last session, had 
passed resolutions requesting the Representatives, 
and instructing the Senators, to vote for that law, 
and these resolutions of instruction were still uu- 
repealed; aud he was thus under instructions to 
vote for a Bankrupt law, which he considered tan- || 
tamount to instructions to vote against a repeal. |! 
He should therefore feel himself bound ta vote | 
against its repeal, though he would not feel bound | 
to vole against a proposition to amend, soas to | 
make the law practicable, and at the same time 
operative on banking institutions. He was al- 
ways in favor of including the banks within iis 
provisions. He believed it was of the atmost im- 
portance to the country that these institutions 
should be included, to give the people a proper con- 
trol over them, and thereby to relieve the country 
from its present derangement of business, and dis- 


tress, and to restore. healthy action-to the curreney, 
and exchanges, . This question was the great battle 
' field on which victory was to. belost or gained; per 
„tween the banks and-the people.’ There was ino 
other power under the Constitution whereby. they 
could restore the currency or put these institutions 
into liquidation, or prevent an -over issue of paper 
money, or.one so important in regulating. the ex=. 
changes. . What was called exchanges now, -it 
seemed, was nothing more. than the difference:he 
atween the price of depreciated and irredeemable 
paper and specie; which in Philadelphia differed 50 
per cent. in institutions on one side of the sireat 
from those.on the opposite side. ne ie 

The way to regulate this kind of exchange. was:to 
drive the depreciated bank paper out of circulation. 
If we pass a bankrupt act, forcing insolvent institu- 
tions into liquidation, it would most effectually do 
it in every State of the Union. Under the present 
state of things, if one State desires to restrain . the 
circnlation:of irredeemable paper, and. compel 
banks to resume the payment of specie, a sister 
S'ate can prevent that desirable end, by counter le- 
gislation. Therefore, there was nothing which 
could be done, unless it: was done through the bank- 
rupt bili, to restore the currency. These institu« 
tions have already whipped the State Legislatures 
to bpmiliation and degradation. Every thing that 
they have asked of the Legislatures, they have: not 
failed to receive. They have been permitted to 
remain, by legislative enactment, four years in a 
state of suspension. Having whipped the State 
Legislatures, they wished to see whether they can- 
not force Congress to yield acquiescence to their 
wishes. He should, therefore, vote against the re- 
peal, but would vote in favor of an amendment to 
include the banks. He believed it much easier to 
amend the existing Jaw than to pass a supple- 
mentary law in an isolated form, to attain that end. 

Mr. W. expressed much surprise, to see the 
banks denouncing the retrospective operation of the 
law, and lecturing Congress on morals, and the in- 
violability of contracts, in their petitions for the re- 
peal of the law, when he reflected that they do not 
pay their debts, and at the same time the property 
of the stockholders of these institutions is released, 
from any liabilily by their State charters. It Showed, 
however, strange vagarics of the human mind when 
operated on by self-interest. 

Mr. MOREHEAD presented a memorial from 
400 to 500 ciuzens of Louisville, asking that the 
Bankrupt law might be repealed. : 

Mr. CHOATE presented a petition, signed by 
fifty merchants of Boston, praying that the Bank- 
rupt Jaw may go into operalicn without delay. 
Also, the resolutions of a large meeting held in 

Boston, expressing a gimilar desire. 


Mr. BENTON presented numerous memorials 
in favor of the postponement and repeal of the 
Bankrupt law. 


Mr. CLAY presented a petition numerousiy 
signed by pilots navigating the waters of the Ohio 
and Mississippi rivers, praying that Congress may 
take into consideration the prepriely of giving them 

ion, by parsing a law so thal no person shall 
dto perform ihe duty of a pilot, unless 
previously examined by a board, and found capa- 
ble. Tbe memorialists attribute the most of the 
disasters cn those rivers to the incompetency of 


pilots. | . said it was a subject cf vast inte- 
rest to those wh i id propery were perilled 
in consequer p complained of. He 
hoped, therefore Committee on Commerce (to 
which the n referred) would give the 


subject theirs is sideration. 
Me WHITE presented certain resclutions of 
the State of Indiana, concerning the selection of 
jands in li f the sixteenih section, granted to 
that Bia! school purposes: referred tothe Com- 
mittee on Peblic Lands, 
Mr. BERRIEN presented a memoriai from elti- 


ue 


ar 
zens of Gevigia, praying for the ereciion of a fort 
in that Slates referred. to the Commitee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

Mr. BARROW presented the memorial of the 
New Orleans Railroad Company, praying that Con- 
gress will release that Company trom a judgment 
obtained in the District Court of Louisiana, for 


110 


certain duties on railroad iron imported: referred to 
the Committee on Finance. a ; 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the petition of the 
heirs of —— Livingston, for a commutation of. 
five years’ full pay: referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, 

Mr. BAYARD presented the petition. of the 
Washington Manual Labor School, praying that 
an act may be passed by Congress fot its incorpo- 
vation: referred to the Committee on the District 
‘of Columbia. ` : 
|- Also, the resolutions from the Legislature of De- 
laware, passed. at its session in 1841, with refe- 
Tence to the claims of citizens of the United States 
‘on account of French spoliations prior to 1800. 
He remarked that he would have presented these 
resolutions at the extra session, had not the busi- 
ness then transacted been devoted to sabjzets of a 
peculiar character. As numerons reporishad been 
made, and several bills passed, in favor of those 
claimants, he trusted that, for the sake of justice, 
this subject might receive due attention on the part 
of the Senate. 

Mr. PORTER presented the petition of a num- 
ber of citizens of Washtenaw county, Michigan, 
praying for the apolition of slavery in Florida; and 
a petition praying for the abolition of all laws au- 
thorizing the buying and selling of slaves in the 
District of Columbia. . 

On the motion of Mr. MERRICK, the question 
of reception was Jaid upon the table, 

Mr. CALHOUN submitted, for the consideration 
of the Senate, the following resolution, viz: 

Resolved, That the President be reqhested to communicate 
to the Senate'a copy of the protest of the officers and crew of 
the brig Creole, on her passage from Richmond to New Or- 
Jeans, should any such have been received, or any authentica- 
ted account which may have been received, of the murder of a 
passenger on board, and the wounding of the captain and 
Others, by the slaves on board the same; and of the occurrences 
which afterwards took place, particularly after the vessel was 
taken into Nassaun, New Providence; and also to inform the Se- 
nate, if in his opinion tt can be done consistently with the pub- j 
lic interest, what step has been taken by the Executive in refe- | 
rence to the transaction, having for its Object the punishment of 


the guilty, the redress of the wrong done to our citizens, and the 
iudignity offered to the American flag. 


Mr. GRAHAM introduced a bill to earry into 
effect two resolutions of the Continental Congress, 
providing for the erection of monuments to the 
memory of Generals Francis Nash and William 
Davis; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 

The following engrossed bills were taken up, se- | 
verally read the third time, and passed, viz: 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Daniel Pet- 
tibone, 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Aaron Vail, deceased, late consal at L'Orient, | 
The bill to provide for the payment to the Siate 
of Louisiana of the balance due said State for cx. | 
penditures incurred in raising, equipping, and pay- 
ing eff a regiment of volunteer militia, mastered 
into the service of the United States, and employed | 
in the Florida war in the year 1836. 

The bill for the relief of certain companies of | 
Missouri volunteers, commanded by Captains 
Stevenson, Pollard, Sconce, Atchison, and Craw- 
ford. 

The bill to authorize the payment of equitable 
commissions to the agents or attorneys of persons 
in whose favor awards have been made under four 
several treaties between the United States and cer- 
tain foreign powers; which awards have been re- 
tained ia the Treasury, in payment of debts due 
the United States. i 

The bill to authorize the inhabitants of township | 
eight north, of range thirty-two west, in the State | 
of Arkansas, to enter a section of land in Lieu of j 
the sixteenth section in said township, upon condi- | 
tion that the same is surrendered to thé, State for 
ordinary purposes, 3 

The bill creating a new land distriet int 
of Missouri, and changing the bounday 
Western and Scuihwestern land 
State, 
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PROPOSED BOARD OF EXCHEQUER, 
The unfinished business being cailed for as 


he | 


special order of the day— F 
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Mr. EVANS said that the subject whieh had | 
been under consideration for so many days wa so | 
dificul’, and had given rise to so much discussion | 


| 

i 

iF 
he State f 


and such a diversity of opinion, that heapproached 
it with apprekension. He had even doubted the 
propriety of the discussion, and asked himself, 
without being able to find a good answer, what 
good was to be done. __ ; i 

All agreed that something should be done to ré- 
medy and rectify the present state of things.. In 
reference to the report and bill before the Senate, 
upon its call, there was a diversity of opinion. 
There was an opinion on the other side, that either 
nothing should be done, or that we should return 
to the Independent Treasury. And for what pur- 
pose? For the safe keeping of the public money? 
They did not say that much good could come of 
this, but they proposed to separate the public mo- 
ney from the money of ‘the people. With such 
views as they had, they had no compromises to 
make, because they believed they kad no power 
under the Constitution to do what we propose. He 
held, upon the other side, that it is not unconstitu- 
tional to mirgle the money of the Government 
with the money of the peonle; he held itto be a 
part of the duty of the Government to regu- 
late commerce, facilitate trade, and to do 
all it could for the convenience and wel- 
fare of the people. We were not embarrassed 
by any constitutional views whieh prevented 
us from doing this. The Senator from New 
Hampshire [Mr. Woopnsury] had given much 
good advice in his remarks in reference to reform 
and economy; but we needed something more than 
this—the action, action of Congress and the Go- 
vernment, to regulate the currency, In reference 
to the plan proposed, he did not see the propriety 
and policy of meeting it with such severe denun« 
ciations’ as it had met with on both sides of the Se- 
na'e. It came to us an impericet measure, aud in- 
vited discussion. It objects all aduit were good, 
They were, to eive a good currency, reforming 
its disordered condition, and to remedy the ex- 
changes, and to keep the public money. All these 
objects, all must admit, were extremely desirable. 
Ti sought to accomplish them in the moge pointed 
out in the bill and report. 

Some of these provisions he did not think equal 
to the present emergency. They were not capable 
of accomplishing all that was desirable, and, if ca- 
pable, they possessed, in the views of gentlemen, 
far too much power. All of theevils whieh im. 
agination could picture were thrown upon the 
plan, and some of those were contradictory. Like 
all such measures, not the first choice of any, it met 
with all the objection which could be devised. One 
gentleman thoush tibat it would not continne in 
foree for ibree months; ancther, that it had too 
much power; and then that it had net power enough 
to accomplish what was designed. The Senator 
from New Hampshire, [Mr. Woopgury.] said 
that it wouid not perform more than one-fifih of tke 
exchanges of the couniry, ard found an objection 
to it on that ground, forgetiing that at least to 
this amount, as a rival of oth: astitutions, it mizht 
do this amount of good; if no more. 

Mr. Evans thought that the scheme had been 
much overrated, joo, by its eppocers, for the evils 
anticipated, and also for the good it would do by 
its projectors. There was good and bad in it 
Coming, however, as it did, to accomplish the ob- 
jests whicly we all desired, snd inviting the action 
of Congress to im: 2 it, it merited the gravest 
consideration. He stood, as he trusted many 


ray 


accomplished. Useless these objreis were acecm- 
plished by the General G ameni, they would 
nol be scecmplished at al He woold examine 
this plan as he world any other pian having for its 
de ich ihe same objects, He bad 
isas to the resalt. He saw that it 
ulties, if not im- 
be was for making 
o accomplish some- 
laved the bes 


o 


at Institution we 


could have te establish a currency, and to fecili 
tate the cornmoree, foreign and demostic, of the 
country, was a National Bank, Bat the establis 
ment of such an institution was entirely unaltaina- 
ble at the present time, and it was, therefore, a 
waste of time and breath to reeommend jt, 


Re 


other Senatore did, anxious to see these objects į 


Mr. Evans now proposed to show that it was | 


. Were received for public dues, 


the duty of the Government to foster the currency. 
The.objections to the plan before the Senate were, 
that it was a great Government bank, that 
it was'dangerous to our, liberty and cur insti- 
tutions. It was undoubtedly very desirable to 
restrain and control Executive power over the 
finances of the Government. But the same objec- 
tions were advanced in relation. to any institution 
over which the Government had control. The same 
arguments were made to the Fsca! Corporation and 
the Fiscal Institution of the extra session. Go- 
vernment money could be kept nowhere where 
there was not Government control. Power and 
control must be held by the Government, as we 
contended, not only over the funds of the Govern- 
ment, but over the currency of the country in a 
gřeat measnre. The best mode of doing this was 
in an institution where the public and private inte- 
resis were united. This was the best mode of con- 
trolling the public finances. Bat if this could not 
be Cone, the duty was no less binding to do some- 
thing. Ail that could be said of a Bank, a Sub- 
Treasury, or any corporation, was, that they were 
human institutions, and capable of being pervert- 
ed. In the Exchequer plan, the Board of Control 
had been condemned. What plan could we have 
buta Board of Control? Wood, and iron, and 
screws could do nothing; somebody must control 
allall these. We could guard, check, govern, as 
best we might, but chance must do much. We 
must ran risks in all human affairs. We must 
confide-powers to men. If we did nci, we should 
be likely. to stand something longer than the Capi- 
tol itself. Every thing human was liable to abuse; 
but what then? Should we do nothing? Oor Go- 
vernmeat was founded on trust and confidence. 
Its charm was selt-government; and if we took this 
scheme or any other, we must take it with all has 
zards. í 


It was said to bea union of the purse and the 
sword, This was rather theoretical than practical. 
It originally meant in England the power of taxa- 
tion, in connection with the power of msking war, 
of arms, and the jike control in matters of war. 
The ebjections in this country were at the adoption 
of the Ccastitution, when the principle of raising 
revenue was discussed. The President here had 
no power over the purse. What he did must be 
done by authority of law. So of the sword, The 
President had no power to declare war; that was 
the power of Congress, and after war was declared 
he was thén the commander in chief. There might 
be an abuse of this power, as there was when the 
Treasury was controlled illegally, unjustifiably. 
This, we argued then, and believe now, was acon- 
trol of the purse and the sword. 


Power of some sort (said Mr. E.) must exist. 
We might and should consider its liability to 
abuse. This was proper, but it was not right to 
argue against the existence of power, because of 
its liability to abuse. He did not think that this 
abuse, though very great, was liable to so much 
abuse. Efe would not so far diseredit the Governa 
ment 2S to suppose that those whom the people 
chose to superintend their interests would commit 
those buses, Te did net believe they would con- 
trol this money, so that it wouid be squandered 
upon politicians. 


Again, it could not he urged that the plan pro- 
posed would be likely to admit of those abuses 
now, or for some years to come, because the Trea- 
sury was not in a condition to admit of them, 
Money, for a Jong time yet, would go out of the 
Treasury, and for legitimate purposes, as fast as it 
camein. You had the power of issuing fifteen 
millions of dollars in Treasuiy notes under the 
bill, and the power also of receiving fifteen mil- 
lions of dollars on deposite, by paying one-half of 
one per cent, This last power be co ‘ced would 
become quite nugatory. Men would not deposite 
money upon such terms; paying half of one per 
cent. for their deposites, and pay ing the money in 
specie, and receiving only certifieates of deposite, 
and these. not receivable for public dues. If they 
he eculd understand 
tbat a motive would be presented to the depositor 
sufficiently strong to make him interested; but not 
without, The institution would receive no benefit 


from stich degositer; and if it could; nobody would 
deposite money upon the terms proposed. . 

In regard to the issues. proposed in the bill, Mr. 
E. said this must be a matter.of internal adminis- 
tration on the part of the institution. Tis would 
prevent the evils pointed out by the Senator from 

Pennsylvania, [Mr. Bucuanan.] The Board of 
Control sould make their ‘issues where they would 
largely favor the trade of the country, without at 
all hazarding the institution itself. He could not 
see the evils mentioned by Senators from the South 
and Southwest. The Senator from Louisiana [Mr. 
Barrow] said there was a power in the proposed 
Exchequer sufficient to crush the banks. The dif- 
ficulty in his mind, was rather that the banks would 
have more power than the institution. ‘Zhere could 
be no such evil as this. The power was limited, 
as to time, to thirty days, and all the powers were 
to be regulated and guarded. 

Again: it was said that this Board might sell a 
bill of exchange for twelve months. Well, who 
would do this? What motive would they have? No 
inducement, certainly, particularly when the effect 
would be to give the Government the control of the 
money for twelve months without interest. All 
these matters must be left to a Board of Control, to 
be appointed by the Senate of the United States, 
and to bea matter of daily and hourly examina- 
tion. 

But Mr. E. desired, as be said, not so much to 
show the feasibility of this plan, as to show that it 
was not liable to the objections named, or, if it was 
liable, that the same objecticns might be used 
against any institution. 

The Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. Woop- 
BURY] objected to the issue of Treasury notes, unless 
in the form of borrowing money. They had been 
recommended to us by high authority as a currency, 
and at a time not unlike the present—by President 
Madison. After the conclusion of the war, Mr. Ma- 
dison said that it was true that the condition of 
the National Treasury was such that the burdens 
of taxation should be alleviated, and by the esta- 
blishment ofa uniform currency. If this, he said, 
could not be done in the form of State banks, it 
devolved upon Congress to provide a substitute, 
If this could not be done by State banks, or by a 

National Bank, it became a matter of inquiry upon 
motives of general policy, if the notes of the Ge- 
neral Government should not be issued asa circu- 
lating medium. Congress, acting upon the sugges- 
tions. of Mr. Madison, established a Bank. The next 
year, “for the interests cf the nation at large,” it 
was said by Mr. Madison to be the daty of Go. 
vernment for the sake of the community, to esta. 
blish a sound currency. Tne Constitution, he 
said, also had trusted Congress exclusively with the 
power of creating this currency for the people. 
We had, then, this inducement now, (said Mr, E ) 
and the additional one of knowing that the Trea- 
sury of the Government was bankrupt. The true 
spirit and patriotic wisdom of the then President 
pointed out this duty, and it was mot until 1837 that 
the doctrine was advanced that the Government 
could do nothing for the currency or the people. 
We were told suddenly, when the echo of a sound 
currency talked of had not passed from our ears, 
that the Government must be separated from the 
people in its financial relations. Mr. B. contended 
that we were bound to do something, If one 
scheme would not do, we must try another. We 
must not cease action, either, under the idea that 
risks were hazarded. We were bound also to do 
something at this time, by this Government, even, 
if necessary, to the creation of a currency. What 
did we see around u:? The destruction of public 
credit, the inability of the Government to borrow 
money, and, as he feared, even the depreciation of 
Treasury notes. How wasit during the last war? 
Treasury notes were depreciated twenty per cent. 
But this was the best thing that could be done in 
the exigencies of the case. 

Who could tell what would be the effects of Te- 
pudiation in the States? The act was watched by 

capitalists at home and abroad, as every act was 
here. Not the want of means, but the want of a 
disposition to apply our means, had impaired our 
otedithere. What had led to the decline of State 

‘stocks, but the conviction which seized the pablic 


mind that no Government institution was to be 
established? The two messages of the President, 
returning the two fiscal bills passed by Congress, 
had done much to accomplish this. The people 
abroad and at home, observing that we were con- 
tinually combating this question of the currency, 
were alarmed. The Treasury bad suffered from 
this; and what was that condition? Precisely the 
picture presented now was the picture presented 
for four successive years. The same tale had been 
told that our expeuditures exceeded our receipts. 
Before, however, there had been reserved funds to 
meet. these deficiencies. We had- been for years 
expending more than we received, ard this, in one 
word, was the entire difficulty. . 

The honorable Senator from New Hampshire 
[Mr. Woopzury] contended that the expenses 
might have been met for the last year by a proper 
economy on the part of the Government. This 
could not be done, as Mr. Evans made manifest by 
a brief reference to the expenditures ard receipts. 
The Secretary computed the means of the year to 
be equal to the expenditures. Fhe actual means 
were, in revenues, $16,472,000, and in a balance 
on hand, $987,000. These, and some other re. 
sources, made the actual receipts $18,199.000, from 
all sources whatever. The expenses were $24,000,- 
000, and this left a deficiency of six millions of 
dollars. Five millions in Treasury notes were re- 
commended, and this left a million deficiency, and 
the Secretary had teld us that two millions should 
always be left in the Treasury; this left a deficiency 
of three millions; and how would the Senator bave 
supplied this by bringing more lands into the mar- 
ket? He knew but little of this, but he should like 
to ask if there were any demands for land which 
were not supplied. And were, then, the Treasury 
embarrassments owing to the extra session of Con- 
gress? He though! not. But one million and three 
quarters of the money appropriated at the extra ses- 
sion had been taken from the Treasury. 

Besides, by the laws of the extra session of Con- 
gress, the Treasury had been saved from great de- 
pietion in the form of drawbacks, and by the im- 
position of duties in a new revenue bill. The 
amount drawn from the Treasury was not more 
than one million beyond the ‘additional receipts 
placed there by the acts of the extra session of 
Congress. And who, said Mr. E. would say aught 
against those appropriations. Many of the bills 
had passed unanimously, and all were for great 
and good objects. Yet some gentlemen, who were 
extremely eloquent here about difficulties with fos 
reign nations, were found calling the Government 
to account for its expenditures, sometimes where 
they had voted for them. The receipts coming into 
the ‘Treasury for some years to come, Mr. E. 
thought, could not be estimated at more than 
$18,000,000; and was there, he asked, any reason 
to suppose that we should be able to make an im- 
portation of $120,000,000—the amount which, 
afier June nexi, under the compromise law, would 
be required to place this amount in the Treasury. 
Even such an importation would not be safe for 
the business of the country, for the reason that our 
exports and imports should be made to correspond 
as nearly as possible, Ouraverage expor‘ation for 
some years past was about $103,500,000. We 
could import about $120,000,000 without a drain 
of specie, because American shipping was cm- 
ployed in foreign commerce to the amount of 
about twenty-e-ght millions, and this returned to 
the country in the shape of foreign importations. 
Our exports, Mr. E. thought, were likely to fall 
short for the coming ye+r. The stock of cotton 
was large last year, and the quantity on hand was 
large. The decline of one penny a pound would 
be $12,000,000 and this would affect the revenue 
very considerably. 

H then there was an importation for the few come 
ing years equal to $18 000,000, he feared it would 
lead to an exportation of specie. In this state of 
things, as in every other aspect, we saw a pressing 
necessity to do something. Besides, State stocks 
owned abroad were coming back to our Govern- 
ment, and to be sold for what they would bring. 
Fifty millions of these would probably be brought 
back the present year, and these, sold at even 25 


percent, would have great effect upon the reve- 


sions, 
dand should 
sacrifice all personal feelings, We were latinched . 
in @ common bark, and the ship of state was. in 
danger. For one, said Mr. E. I shall give my. a! 
tention to this subject independent of any pariy 
considerations; not because it will help the Ad- 
ministration, for I know not that I owe any thing 
to that, but because I hope to draw from it some- 
thing which will establish a sound and uniform cur- 
rency, and relieve the people. Nor do I oppose 
or support this plan because of its origin.. I regard 
it independent of any such claims or considera- 
tions. It becomes us to make an effort for some 
institution, the best we can get, in order to obtain 
anything. ‘The compromise act, which we looked 
upon almost as sacred as the Constitution itself, 
was a matier of concession. _We must give up 
points of minor character; and, while he would 
call upon. no one to surrender constitutional seru. 
ples—-to abandon their ground—to many present 
there were no such scruples, none in the way: of 
relief. ae 

Nobody supposed the Sub-Treasury: system 
would be now revived, or the deposite bank sys- 
ten, or a National Bank, be established. "What, 
then, should we do? For one, he should ‘not de- 
nounce a plan which came to accomplish the ob- 
jects which were obvious in this plan. He saw 
there an honest purpose to accomplish a great good, 
and he would try to adopt the good and to shun the 
evil. No scheme could be devised so perfect that 
it would not be liable to objections. He would 
take the best good he could get-the best to save the 
country—the bestin the present emergency. And 
if, said Mr. Evans, we would disregard men and 
look at the plan before us in this light, good sense 
and patriotism, wisdom and public virtue, would 
soon lead us to find in the genius of something 
beneficial to all. If: this could not be done, he 
should think this Government of ours afforded far 
less security to public virtue and publie liberty than 
he had hitherto regarded it did. But if we would 
look to the Government with this single and sole 
purpose, we might be able to accomplish the good 
desired. 

Mr. WOODBURY said he rose . merely to cor. 
rect one or two errors of fact into which the Sena- 
tor from Maine had inadvertently, it. was ‘pre 
sumed, fallen. 

The lands had yielded near one and a half mil- 
lions, without the usual public advertisement and 
sales since the 4th of March last. The gentleman 
thinks thefe is no fact to show that much more 
would bave been realize? from them if acvertise- 
ments had been made. But he forgets thatif new 
and large tracts had been advertised, all the pre- 
emplion claimants on the tracts offered would have 
been obliged to pay for them, and all the newemi- 
grants, who have now gone to old speculators and 
bought their selected tracts, could have made se- 
lections on the new tracts, and thus from one to 
two millions more bave probably been received 
from the sale of lands. 

The Senator errs also in his data as to expenses 
connected with the redemption of Treasury notes, 
and adds to the real expenses of the year on ae- 
count of the redemption of Treasury notes, one’ or 
two millions, which are only nominal; because 
they are expenses caused by redeeming old with 
new notes, and then again those new ones with 
others, within the year. This, of course, cosis 
nothing, and makes no real addition to actual 
burdens of the year, though it swells them tech- 
nically on the register’s books. He and many 
others, would escape confusion aad error by keep- 
ing the expenses incurred for ordinary objects en- 
tirely separate from the Treasury notes. They 
will then find, that bad those expenses been but 
twenty millions in 1841, and bad the dues from 
banks been collected, and lands advertized as usual, 
every. dollar would probably have been paid 
within 1841, and no addition made to the amcunt 
of Treasury notes out on the fourth of March last, 


and it should be one on whieh we could an 
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... bother material error of fact, committed by the 
Senator, was to suppose that under the revision of 
the tariff made at the extra session as much has 
been received in 1841 as was imposed in expenses 
in 1841 by the large new appropriations passed at 
the extra session. Iadmit that some “drawbacks 
were reduced in the last three months of the year. 
But the Senator has overlooked that all the new 
duties accruing under the amendments of the tariff 
were, with slight exceptions, on three and six 
months credits, and consequentlyithat none of them, 
insiead of one or two millions, as he computes, 
would fall due and be therefore received in 1841 
none. 

At this moment Mr. WALKER expressed a de- 
sire to say something upon the subject before it 
passed from the Senate. When, on motion of Mr. 
MERRICK, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, January 10, 1841. 

The cail for petitons being the first business in order.— 

Mr. FILLMORE rose and observed, uncer the present em- 
barrassed statsof the Treasury he feltitto be hisd uly to ask 
the unanimous consent of the House to dispense with the fur- 
ther call for petitions, for ithe purpose of resolving itselfinto 
Committee ofthe Whole, to take into consideration the LHI pro- 
viding for the issue of Treasury notes. In support of this Dro- 

osition he would state one fact, which hadjust come to his 

nowledge.. He understood from the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury that the power heretofore exercised by that Deparment 
for issuing Treasury notes was exhausted, and that unless come 
means ofjpresent supply were resorted to, from thisday torth 
the issue of warrants must. cedse, We are therefore, said Mr. 
'F, come to that point in which the nationathonor is involved, 
«and [hope that there will be no opposition to the motion, 

Mr. ATHERTON wanted to know the effect of the motion— 
whether, if it prevailed, the House would go into Committee of 
the Whole on this subject for to-day only. it would be recol- 
lected, he said, that by a resolution adopted on Saturday, the 
Committee on the Judiciary was directed to report to-morrow a 
bill repealing the Bankrupt act, and he could consent (o no mo 
tion that would prevent that committee from reporting in the 
regular order of business. Ifthe motion of the gentleman from 
New York contemplated a suspension of the rules, he would 
suggest to him tolimi: that suspension to this day. 

The SPEAKER said that the House was now acing under a, 
suspension of the rule; and he understcad the motion of the 
gentleman from New York (Mr. FirLmor:]} to be addressed to 
the obtaining the unanimous consent of the House to go into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved thatthe House resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state ofthe Union, 

Mr. MERIWETRER rose and objected, 

Mr. BRIGGS submitted to the Speaker that the order of the 
day by which the House was receiving petitions might be post- 

oned by a majority; and that, in this way, the gentleman from 

New York might obtain his object. 

Mr, FILLMORE said he would then move a postponement. 

The SPEAKER said it would not bein order for a majority 
to postpone anorder of business which bad been taken up by 
a vote of two-thirds, And the Chair decided that a vote of tro- 
thirds would be required, 

Mr. FILEMOR#: then moved that further proceedings on the 
call of the St for petitions be postponed. 

Mr. CITI ked the yeas and nays on that mo- 
tion; which we 

Mr, MERIWETHER said that, if no other gentleman ob- 
jected to the course proposed by the geatleman from New 
York, (Mr, Fitenogs,] he (Mr. M.) would withdraw the objec- 
tion he had made. 

Mr. GORDON and other mem! j 

The question on the motion of FILLMORE to posipone 
further proceedings on the call of the Staces for- petitions was 
then taken, and decided in the affirmntive, two-thirds voting 
therefor. q E 
à TREASURY NOTE BILL. 

Anl, on motion of Mre. FILLMORE, the House resolved it- 
self into Comittee the Whole on the state of Union, 
(Mr. Horring of inia inthe chair,)and resumed the com- 
sideration of ihe bilvauthorizing the issue of Treasury notes, 

Before the dues: ed from the Ob 

Mr. WISE i at, when the co 
nestion was ona pointof ord 
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Jeaving to some ane 
sibility it was) no 
weakening the ame 
Mr. FILLMORE 
‘been recommended in ihe biit, W 
est. k 
The firat was, to strike oat from fourth 
words “in Heu of those heretofore or hereafter 
Thisamendment had been propesed on the 
commendation ofthe Commmitiee of Ways and Means, 
F. was understood to add) on the recommendation of the De- 
partment, : 2 , 
The CHAIRMAN said that the pending question was on the 


amendment just proposed by the gentleman from New York, 
{Mr. FILLMORE.] 3 Tees a 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia wished that the gentleman from New 
York would explain what was the object of the amendment 
whith he had suggested. - 

Mr. FILLMORE said that the object would be very obvious, 
by looking at this biil, and at the ‘bills of a similar character, 
which had been heretofore passed. | g l 

The -object of the bill, of course, wasto provide for the pre- 
sent wants of the Treasury; but,the bill, as’ it now stood, would 
anly authorize the issue of Treasury notes in place of those 
redeemed, which would not at all provide for the exigencies 
the Treasury. It was aclerical error in the drawing up of 
the bill. 

The question on the proposed amendment of Mr. FILLMORE 
was then taken, and decided in the affirmative, without a divi- 
sion, ay 

So the amendment was agreed to, i 

Mr. FILLMORE said there wasa corresponding amendment, 
merely verbal, which he desired to offer, Itwas to strike out 
irom the end of the 11th line-to the end ofthe 14th, the following 
words? : 

“and as modified by an act entitled ‘An act additional to the 
act on the subject of Treasury notes, approved the 3ist of 
March, 1940.” 3 

Which amendment was also agreed to. 

Mr. WELLER said that notwithstanding the remarks of the 
gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Wise,]he felt it his duty to cofier 
an amendment to the bill embracing in part the proposition 
which he had withdrawn. In doing this, he wished it distinctly 
understood thai his ovject was not to embarrass the bill, (for, 
with amod feation of the proviso, he was prepared to vote for 
i re to the ‘Treasvry for the relief of the pressing 
wa s Government, afund which. opinion, had been 
unconstitutionally taken from it At all events, he desired to 
have a vote of the committee on his proposition. ‘Phe land re- 
vnenu id be, was given to the States no doubt for the purpose 
of raising their credits, but the opposite cffect had been pros 
duced. State credit had gone down still lower under the ope- 
ration, and we had increased the embarrassments of the General 
Government without conferring ary. benefit upon State stocks, 
We must now look to our own credit, for unless provision is 
soon made to relieve the Treasury, that will be no better than 
the credit of the Siates. Why, then, should we permit the pro- 
ceeds arising from the sales of the public lands to be distributed 
amongst the States, while we are compelled to resort to forced 
lozas and the issue of T'reasury notes to sustain our own credit? 
Why notappropriate that fund to the redemption of the notes 
we are now compelled to issue? Lam, said Mr. W. opposed to 
this policy ofgiving away whilst we are borrowing to supply 
ourown wants. Besides, said he, ia issuing Treasury notes, 
provision should be immediately made for their redemption. 


‘To effect this object as far as practicable, he offered his atnend- 
ment, 


Ife had 
1e Gf Treasury notes, and 
iil merely because it came 
rhe didnot sapport, Whenever, 
said he, the situation of the "Preasory requires immediate re- 
lief, he was ready toact. The Seerciary tells us that unless 
this biil is passed, the drafts upon the “Government must be 
protesied, and the publie creditors remain unpaid. He, for 
one, could not refuse to doallin his power to avert such a 
state ofthings, Mere party considerations could net influence 
eonduct, when the honor and credit of the Govern 
were at stake. [fe wasready at all times to do every thing 
which the Constitution sanctioned, to preserve the public faith 
or the national honor, 

Mr. WELLER then offered the following amendment: 

Suorion 2. And be it further enacted, Thatso much of the 
act passed on the 4th day of September, 1841, entitied “Anact 
providing for the distribution of the proceeds of the sales of 
the public lands and granting pre-emption rights,” as provides 
for the distribution of the said fund among the States and Ter- 
ritoriesand District of Columbia, be, and the same is hereby, 
suspended; and that the said fund shall he applied to the pay- 
t of the outstanding Treasury notes as well as those autho- 
ita be issned under this act. 

My. FILLMORE submitted to the Chair that the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. WrLLEu] was out of 
order, on the ground thatit was not relevant to the subject-mat- 
ter of the bill. 

Mr. PROFFIT believed that the amendment was in or- 
der, though he would have been glad if the gentleman from 
Ohio had not introduced it here, and appealed to him to with- 
draw it. 

Mr. GILMER submitted that the debate was out oforder until 
the decisicn of the Chair had been made, and en appeal taken 
therefrom. 

Mr. FILLMORE called the attention of the Crair to the 534 
rele. (new edition.) which i 
o motion or preposition on asndj 
untar consideration, shall he admitted 
ment.” 
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If the Chair, however, should be wrong in this opinion, another 
and a still more formidable difficulty ites in the way of the pro- 
posed amendment. 3 

On the 7th of July last Mr. FruLmors, from the Committee 
of Waysand Means, reported a bill making appropriations for 
various fortifications and other purposes, which bill was read 
a first and second time, and a motion made by the gentleman 
who reported that bill to commit the same toa Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the Union. Mr. ATHERTON 
thereupon moved to amend the motion to commit, by adding 
“with instructions to report a provision that the proceeds of the 
sales of the public lands shal} be appropriated and applied to 
the defence of the country in the completion of the works spe- 
cifledin the bill, and shall be thus applied and appropriated 
yearly, until the said works shal] be completed.” 

This motion was ruled by the Speaker to be out of order, on 
the ground thatthe IIouse had the day before passed the bill to 
appropriate the proceeds of the sales of the public lands, had 
thereby determined in whatmanner the proceeds of the sales of 
the public lands should be disposed of, and that it was not then 
in order, upon a bill on adifferent subject, to propose a different 
mode of disposing of said proceeds. From this decision of the 
Speaker Mr. ATHERTON appealed, and the appeal was laid upon 
the table by a vote of ayes 108, nays 77, The decision was 
therefore acquiesced in by the House, and must, until reversed, 
be regarded as the law of all similar questions. The Chair con- 
siders that decision as conclusive of the question here, and the 
Chair does not fee] at liberty to disregard a decision thus sanc- 
tioned by the House. A chairman dees not sit here to expound 
rules according to his own arbitrary views. A just deference 
for the opinions ofhis fellows should constrain him to give to 
precedent its proper influence; and until the House shall re- 
verse them, to give them all the consideration which is due to 
cases heretoforesettled by a solemn decision of the House. 

Mr. MeKEON appealed frem the decision of the Chair. In 
his opinion, there was no incongruity between the subject of 
the amendment and that of the bill, The bill proposed to issue 
five millions of notes to meet the immediate necessities of the 
Government, and what was the proposition contained in the 
amendmem? Any thing foreign to that? No. It was to pro- 
vide the ways and means to meet the issue of notes contem» 
plated by the bill. The subjects were so nearly allied, that he 
was surprised that any one should, doubt it; for itcertainly 
must always be in order to incorporate in a bili fora lean of any 
kind,a measure for its redemption. Mr. M, referred to a pre- 
cedent in 1836, when a provision was inserted ip the fortifica- 
tion bill, to deposite with the States the surplus that would be 
in the Treasury on the first of January ensuing; and if 
such a provision could be inserted in an appropriation 
biil, surely a Treasury note bil! might contain a provision 
to meet. the issue of notes intended by it. 

Mr, CLIFFORD of Maine observed.that the probability was 
that the decision ofthe Chair would be sustained by the House, 
and that nothing that could be said would have the effect to 
change that decision. Notwithstanding this might be the case, 
yet he wished, before the vote was taken, to assign briefly his 
reasons why ho should not vote to sustain the decision of the 
Chair. What was the subject matter of the bill?, It was to bor: 
row money to provide fr the immediate and pressing necessi- 
ties of the Government. What was the subject matter of the 


-amendnient? It was to providea fund for the redemption of 


the paper that was to be issued to effect thisloas. Now the 
rule that the Chair had referred to was, that no motion on a 
subject differing from the bill under consideration, should 
he submitted under color of an amendment. This rule 
was first adopted in 1789, and yet, the very next year, the mem- 
bers of the Congress who adopted it, incorporated in the bill 
making provision for the debts of the United States, a section 
declaring that the proceeds of the sales of the public tands shall 
be appropriated for the object in view. It was precisely the 
same thing that was intended by the present amendment, with 
this difference only: thatnew it was necessary to repeal an ex- 
isting law, and then no Iw stood in the way of the provision. 
But the House would bear in mind that the repeal of the law 
vas not the subject or the amendment, it was only the inci- 
dent. Thesubject was to provide a fund for the redemption of 
the notes that might be issued under the bill, and the suspension 
or repeal of the law was only incidental toihat object. Heun 
derstood the chairman to say that it would be in order to incor» 
porate in the bill a provision for the fund that was to meet the 
notes to be issued, and that being so, we may, said Mr. C. sweep 
away every obstacle that isin the way. The amendment was 
a legitimate object; and was in accordance with the sound and 
wholesome doctrine laid down by Mr. Jefferson years ago, that 
Congress should never authorize the issue of Treasury notes 
without providing at the same time a fund for their redemp- 
tion, Anxious as he was to sustain the credit of the Governs 
ment, and to provide for the necessities of the Treasury, he did 
not see how he could, consistently with his views of the Consti- 
tution, vote for this biil withoutsome provision similar to that 
contained in the amendment of the gentleman from Ohio. Tle 
regreited much that the Chair had come to the decision that he 
had given. It seemed to him that the rule the Chair relied ou did 
apply to the present occasson. The question was, whether, in 
authorizing an issue ef Treasury notes, they might provide a 
fund for ther redemption. If they could not do it in the way 
proposed, he knew of no otber way by which is could be done, 

After some further remarks from Mr. C, 
Mr. TILLINGHS addressed the House in support of the 
decision of the Chair? 
Mr. MAN WELL expressed the opinion that theamendment 
was out of order, but said that if the House chase to decide it 
to be ín order, he should have no objection. In thet event, 
however, he woul! himself offer an amendment to the amend. 
ment, providing that so muchof the act commonly called the 
compromise act as directs a diminution of duties trem this time 
be suspended until some subsequent time, and that so much 
additonal finds as should come into the Treasury from that 
x il Le appiied as a fund for the redemption of Trea- 


sury no 

Mr. HOLMES believed the amendment to be in order, but 
s-ould vote against it, for he deemed the necessities of the 
country—the disgraceful position in which the United States 
had been placed by the extrase uch, that the immediate 
action of Congress was indispensable, 

Some further remarks were male by Messrs. GORDON 
and CHARLES BROWN, against the decision of the Chair, 
and by Messrs. BURNELL, JOHNSON of Maryland, and 
LEWIS WILLIAMS, in favor of it. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia rose merely for the purpose of mak- 
iag a few brief remarks touching the subject before the House, 
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He understood that a bill providing for the issue of Treasury 


notes had been introduced with a view to meet certain presing. 


claims upon the Treasury. This being a bill, in effect, to pro- 
vide the ways aud means to meet the engagements of the 
Goyerument, he asked the House if it was not plain, 
that any substitute for it was perfectly germain to the matter. 
It wasto provide for the immedi te wants of the Treasury by 
an issue of Treasary notes; and could it’ be pretend- 
ed fora moment that it was not competent for Congress to, 
appropriate the proceeds of the public land sales now in the 
Treasury to that object? He held it to be a clear aud undenia- 
Ble proposition, that the amendment was perfectly in order 
and of a subject matter intimateiy connected with the bill be- 
fore the House. ‘There was a fund now in the Treasury, which, 
under a former law, could not be touched; yet this fund was 
on hand, and couid be used more prompuy than moneysarising 
from the issue of Treasury notes could. ` Now the proposition 
of the geneman from Ohio was to use this fund, pro. tanto, 
instead of the fund to be provided by the bill reported by the 
Committee of Waysand Means. If gentlemen pretended that 
it was not competent for Congress to repeal the Distribution 
act—if they could establish that fact to the satisfaction of the 
House, why their ovjectiuns might have some weight; but if 
they had power to repeal that act, as was admitted by all—if 
they had the power to raise money to supply the wants of the 
Government by an issue of ‘Treasury notes—it was clear to his 
mind that they could substitute the one fund for the other, It 


appeared to him that the amendment was so clearly in-arder . 


that he could only wonder that any genticman could bring his 

mind to doubt it * 

aae WISE replied to a portion of Mr. W, C. Jonnson’s re- 
arks. 

Mr. A. V. BROWN had to make a few observations on this 
question of order—on no other subject did he wish to make a 
single remark. The original bill provided for the issue of 
Treasury notes, or, in other words, created a debt against the 
United States. The whole amendment proposed a mode by 
which that debt should be paid, by furnish nga fund to provide 
for the notes that are to be issued. Now was there any sort of 
incongruity between the two subjects, when the original bill 
Proposed to Create a debt, and the amendment proposed to 
provide a fund for the payment of it. Ife understood the Chair 
to say. that it was in the power of the House to incorporate a 
provision in the bill, setting apart a paruicutar fund to meet the 
debt tobe created; bur that it could not be done in the shape of 
the present amendment, inasmuch as it proposed to repeal an 
existing Jaw ofthe land. ‘To this he wowd answer, that by 
pledging certain funds at the disposal of the Government, it was 
in order for the House to make this provision. Now he would 
ask the question, suppose the amendment of the Senator frpm 
Ohio declared that the proceeds: of the customs for the next 
three months be applied to the payment of this debt, would 
any gentleman rise up and say that such an amend- 
ment would be incongruous and therefore out of order? But 
suppose Congress was opposed to pledging the customs for 
this object, and preferred pledging the proceeds of the pubiic 
land sales for the next three months; if he understood any thing 
of parliamentary law, the one amendment was precisely like 
the other. If, however, the public land sales for the next six 
Mouths should be pledged, why then the law of the last session 
fuc the Distribution of the same among the Siates would stond 
repealed of course. But because the amendment was joined to 
the repeal of the law, genttemen had fallen into the error that it 
was incongruous, and out of order. If the subject.of the amend- 
ment was within the province of the House, why it was only 
the incidental consequence that the law would ‘be repealed, and 
not the object of the amendment. 

He should vote for the amendment of the gentleman from 
Ohio; but if that should be lost, ke would ner hesitate to vote 
for wie original bill, while the honor of the Government was 
pledged, and its credit was suffering He would not withhold 
from those now administering the Government the necessary 
supplies, whilst the two great political parues of this country 
were fighting over the question of distribution. Justice to the 
Presiiient, and, move than all, justice to the honest crediturs of 
the Government, required this course at his hands. 

After a few remarks by Mr. PENDLETON, scarcely heard 
by the Reporier— 

The CHAIRMAN (Mr, Hoexuys,} again said that before the 
question was taken he craved the indulgence o! the committee 
butfora moment. Gendemen had argued the question of or- 
der as one of expediency, and confounded the land fund ws une 
appropriated means in the National Treasury, This was a 
greaterror, Let me suppose that the Distribution law had 
now been passed. In that case, E should do injustice to the can- 
dor of gentlemen to believe that any amendment would 
have been introduced and sustained by them, to set apart the land 
sales for the redemption of the ‘Freasury notes proposed to be 
issued by the bill now under consideration of the committee. 
We cannot, therefore, shut oureyes to the fact that the amend- 
ment contemplates a suspension of ihe Distribution act; and 
here the question recurs—is(he amendment upon the senie 
subject as the bill under consideration, which is a bill to autho- 
rize the issue of ‘Treasury notes. The Chair does not possess 
any great familiarly withthe rules of this House, nor with 
parfhamentary Jaw, but with becoming deference to gentlemen 
who consider the error into which he is supposed to have fal- 
leù as a most palpable one, he has yet to he convinced that an 
amendment to suspend or repeal the Land law, ision the same 
gupject asa bill to issue Treasury notes, 

The question resolves into thet; andit wrong, itis more from 
a just regard to what he believed to be the just interpretation of 
the rules, than frum any desire to deteat the vbject of the 
amendment, to which individually he was altogether friendly; 
and should it be the plea-ureorthe committee to reverse the 
decision, it would afford the Chair far mere of pleasure than 
moriification. 

On this question tellers were called for and ordered, and 
Messrs. BoarpMAN and Dore were appointed. 

‘The question was then propounded, “shali the decision of the 

Chair stand as the judgment of the committee?’ and decided 
in the affirmative—yeas 92, nays 78. 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 15, 1842. 


So the decision of the Chair was affirmed. 

{A message was received from the Senate, asking the concur- 
vence of the House in certain. bills passed by that body, See 
Senate proceedings. } 


Mr. COOPER of Pennsylvania warned the committee that it 
was not his intention to inflict a long or set speech upon them; 
he rose but briefly to state the grounds on which he should op- 
pose the bill now under consideration. He had heretofore, 
though under different circumstances, avowed his decided op- 
position to the issue of Treasury notes; and he had done so he- 
cause he believed that, as a means of supplying the wants of 
the Treasury, it was insidious in its character, and tended to 
undue extravagance in the administration of Government. So 
long asa Government was able to relieve its wants by the 
emission of Treasurv notes, it would not be very tikely to go- 
vern itself by the principles of economy, but if it were com- 
peled, on the contrary, to resort to loans, it would find itself 
under a necessity of shunning extravagant and profligate ex- 
penditure. This was one of the considerations which bad 
actuated him in opposing the system. But there were o:hers 
no less worthy ofconsideration, to which he would bricfly ad- 
vert, without"entering further into them, 

As practical statesmen, they were called upon to provide 
means. to relieve the pressing wants ofthe Treasury: this all 
must admit; but, in selecting those means, t were bound 
to adopt such as, while they furnished a supply i meet the ex- 
igencies of the Treasury, would at the same time promote the 
prosperity and advance the true interests of the people. The 
question now to be looked at was this: Will Treasury notes 
have this effect tothe same extentasa loan? If not, then Con- 
gress was bound to reject the one and adopt the other. Every 
body knew‘ that, should Treasury notes he issued with an inte- 
rest of six per cent. they would soon find their way into the 
pockets of capitalists, and never would get into general circu- 
lation; but, should a loan be negotiated, either at heme or 
abroad—more especially ifohtained abroad ~the amount would 
obtain general circulation in the country, and thus the paper- 
money market would be proportionably relieved; and thus the 
people would be benefited at the same time with the Govern- 
ment. For this reason Mr. C. wasin favor ofa loan. 

But the committee were told by the honorable chairman 
ofthe Committee of Ways and Means that the Govern- 
ment was in a state of embarrassment, and such embar- 
rassment as required immediate relief. It might le so; 
if the chairman stated this to be the case he had no doubt that 
it wassc; but tet it not be forgotten that embarrassment extend- 
ed beyond the Government alone; the rame embarrassment, 
the same need of immediate relief, was pressing on the people 
in an equal degree. If the Government was to be relieved, let 
the people be relieved too; a loan would operate to relieve 
both, 

Mr. C. said he was not surprised to see gentlemen belonging 
to what had recently been denominated the Van Buren party 
supporting a measure like this; that party, notwithstanding all 
their disclaimers, had always been in favor of paper money— 
they had ever been the paper money party. They had removed 
the public money from the custody appointed by law and had 
placed itin State banks, 

[Here the Caam interposed and checked Mr, C. on the ground 
of irrelevancy.} . 

Mr. COOPER redlied that he wasaddressing the cornmittee, 
to prevent, if possible, the contemplated issue of Treasury 
notes, and as a meansto that end was about toshow that one of 
the two great parties of the country might consigtently advocate 
such a measure, but that the other could not. . 

Tie CHAIR was unable to see any connection between 
the removal of the deposites and the issue of Treasury 
notes, 

After some further explanaticns between the CHAIR 
and Mr. Cooper as to the relveancy of his remarke, the 
Chairman still adhering to his decision that they were not in 
order, 

Mr. COOPER took an appeal: and the question was dis- 
cussed ina somewhat desultory conversation, in which the 
CHAIR, Mr. COOPER, and Messrs. CARY, STANLY and 
W. C. JOHNSON took part, when the appeal was withdrawn; 
and 

Mr. COOPER proceeded: He had merely referred to an his- 
torical fact by way of illustration, to show that one party could 
consistently go for the present bill, but the other conidnot. One 
of these parties had destroyed the national institution. andgiven 
rise to a brood of monsters, bred by the spirit of speculation, 
which continually multiplied till they covered the jand, and 
which same spirit had ultimately produced that vatest and 
foulest of allabominable things, the doctri repudiation, 
Mr. C. admitted that such a party might cousistently enough 
go for this bill; but he was astonished, he was astounded, when 
he saw the Whig party, with which he had hecn in the habitof 
acting. abandon the principles for which they had so lorg and 
so strenuously contended, and lend their support to a sysiem 
they had so vehemenly denounced as impolitic, and 
fraught with all mischief. He was especially surprised 
io see his friend from New York (Mr. FreLmorE] bring- 
ing forward a bill of this characier, ard to find him 
sustained by others who formerly agreed with him in 
opposing the entire system. The gentieman, io be sure, 
told the committee that an exigency had arisen, and that 
speedy relief was indispensable; that the Government's 
drafts had accually been protested, and that the Treasury must 
be relieved, and that withoutdelay. Who could forget with 
what pertinscity, from day to day and f weeks to week, at 
a late session of Congress,the Whigs hac ed tris expedient 
for rel And was not a tale equally pathetic at that time 
sounded in their ears by the then chairmen p 


by votes of yeaand nay. At every step the battle was renewed. 
They first opposed getting the bill into committee; and, when 
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defeated in this by the suspension of the rules, they made fight” 
again on taking the bill into the House, then on the previous ` 
question, then on ordering the bill to its third reading, and -` 
again. on its final passage, when but.5. out of 110 or 112 
Whig votes were cast in its favor. But one short year: had 
elapsed, and now the very same men who had then ‘s0 tesùr 
lutely opposed the measure, were the first to bring it forward > 
and giveit their support. He was not merely surprised, he 
was confounded at such a spectacle. ` 

Mr.C. had opposed. Treasury notes on principle; ard, not 
from any factious opposition to Martin Van- Buren: He had 
been always against them as leading the Government te ex- 
travagance; as an insidious means of creating a public debt, 
of the existence of which the people were not sensible till it 
was unavoidably fastened upon them, x 

But it was said that we must issue Treasury notes because a 
Joan could not be obtained in the country, and if we got it at 
all, we must obtain jt inthe foreign money market, which 
would require three or four months’ delay; and in the mean 
time the Government would be left without funds to meet its 
engagements. But letgentlemen recollect that the entire A mee 
rican people were in the like’ condon; that multitudes” of 
creditors had not merely had their claims postponed, but had 
lost them altogether. -Let gentlemen compare the condition of 
the people with that of the Government; and when they re 
flected on thisya delay of three or four months would not be 
so much deprecated. Was the exigency of the Government 
greater than thatof the whole people? He hoped some advo. 
cate of the bil! would remember and reply tothis question... | 

Tt was no reason for ihe issue of ‘Treasury notes that Martin 
Vain Buren had beenejected from power, and that another Ad- 
ministration had succeeded to that then in possession of the 
Government. Mr.C. was not sure but a little adversity might 
teach the Government that which it aeemed to have been unable 
to learn from the overwhelming elections of the Jast fall, viz: 
that it must return to Whig measures and that this was. the 
only means of conciliating to itselfthe confidence of the nation. 
Hal the measures recommended, and passed by the Whig ma- 
jorities of both Houses been carried into effect, there would have 
been no need of this resort to Treasury notes; then there woukt 
have been no difficulty in obtaining the loan now become eo 
necessary; the institution then proposed would have immedi. 
ately furnished the means to supply the wants of the Govern. 
ment. Letthe Government learn, by bitter experience, the. er 
ror into which they had fallen, and let them, though late, fee > 
trace their steps. But, alas! there was now little kope of this: 
they had waded in so far, that “returning were as tedious as go 
oer.” 4 

Mr. C. did not intend to indulge in any language disrespectful .. 
to the Government; but he should like to sce it reso ting to suck 
measures as would promote not merely its own convenience, 
but the good of the people also. Butagain he mustsay he ha 
very little hope of this. He knew—yes, he knew—that he who, 
by ‘an afflicting and disastrous infliction of Providence, was . 
now at the bead of the Government, had long been wooing a 
certain darnsel called Loco Focoism; that he had been courting 
her with all those winning and almost irresistible blandish» 
ments which a gentleman of the Old Dominion knew so weil 
how to employ; but he believed that she would prefer to yield 
her favor to a gendeman from Pennsylvania at the other end of 
the Capitol, or to “Old Bullion,” than tothe very censistent 
and distinguished individual now, by brevet of the honorable 
A man sitticg before him, [Mr. Borrs,] a “captain.” [A 
aug 

Mr. Wise here interposed. He said the gentleman had twice 
repeated the assertion that “he knew” that the President had 
been paying court to the damsel of Locofocoism; now Mr. W. 
challenged him tothe proof. Mr, W. was not willing to receive 
that gentleman’s testimony on that subject. 

Mr, Cooper replied: By his; acts, by his acts let him be 
judged. Who were hiscounseliors? Were they Whigs? 


Mr. Wisn's reply was not distinctly heard; but he wasin! . 
ply ) 


derstood as making some comparison between the present and 
the late Cabinet, 

Mr. C. resuming said he was aware the gentleman would net 
valne his endorsemesit as authority, nor had the gentleman’s de- 
niat that much weight (snapping his fiagers) with bim; but he 
wonid point thegenuieman to an editorial article in the Madiso- 


had uot seen in that paper tharfrom day to day the Whigs, as a 
party, were denounced 1m the fouleat and most abusive terme? 
Mr. C. wished to say nothing disrespectful to the President—he. 
knew that nothing was to be made by it; and he had refrained 
from doing so. Te might bring a great many proofs to show 
that the conristip to which he had alluded had been geing ou 
ever since the Sth or Sth of June last. Had he known ihat he 
should have been called upon for the evidence, he skeuld have 
brought ample documents to show not opty that such a court 
ship had commenced, bat that it was stiil in progress. [A 
lauch.] 

Mr. Wiss again rising to puta question | : 

Mr. Branky ebjected to this course of interrupticn as 
wholly ont of order: 

Mr. Wiss said he should not ask the leave of the gentle 
man from Noh Carolina to put. such questioce as he 
pleased. ce Peer 

The Cuain's reply was very indistinctly heard, but he 
was uncerstucd to say that it had been usual, with permission 
of a gentleman speaking, to put interrogatories for explana- 
tion. 

Mr. Wise said ithad net only been usual, but was striedy 
inorder. He had called upon the gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia for proois not of his be.ief, but of his personal know edge, 
that such was the fact. The gentleman had said that he 
knew it; he knew that the President had been courting the 
Lovo Focos. He wanted the gentleman to say whether he 
kı ew this of his own personal knowledge; and he had not ex- 
prcted that the gentleman wouid have referred to mere news- 
pepr paragraphs, He cared not who asserted it was s9, Mr, 
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‘W.-contrudicted the assertionj-agd he again demandéd whether 
ae gentleman ‘asserted it from his own private personal know- 
By : 

Mr. CoopER replied that these little love passages usually. 
happened in secret; it was not usual for the pupie to be putin 

osseszión of the diliet‘doux which passed between lovers; 
Bue there: were certain intelligible indications, certain ‘nods 
and winks, and wreathed. smiles,” by which the state of the 
melting dears: was as, well known as if it had been put intoa 
written document and signed “John Doe” and “Amy Roe.” 
{Loud laughter.] When he looked at the movements of the 
Executive. at his appoin:menis, ard atthe abuse heaped upon 
the Whigs by ‘all his organs, greater and smaller, and itscon- 
formity to the torrents of the same material which had been 
poured-out. upon the soundest Whigs of the country for the last 
twelve years, the proof must be admitted by any candid man to 
besufficient to convict the Presidentof the’ fact before any jury 
očtwelve honest men: if the delict werea capital offence, Mr.C. 
should greatly feat the President would be in danger of—of— 
hanging. {A laugh.] ; 

Mr. Prorrir here expressed his hope that there would be a 
general understanding thatthe friends of the President would 
be allowed to answer the gentleman. It was a fact, that almost 
every diplomatic appointmentmade since President Tyler had 
come into office had been made from amoung those who were 
opposed to him in politics, 

wir, Cooper, resuming, replied that there might be avery 
good reason for that: he greatly questioned whether the Presi- 
dent could find enough of his own friends to till the diplomatic 
offices of the country, [A langh.] f i 

Mr. C. repeated that he was opposed to the issue of Treasury 
Rotes on principle; not because they were a mesure of Presi- 
dent Tyivr’s, any more than because they were a measure of 
President Van Buren’s: but because it was an insidious mode 
of creating a public debt—a. mode that the people did not know 
till the debt was upon them, and they found out that fact by the 
embarrassment it produced; it was attended with evils that 
woul’ not accompany a ioan, and therefore he preferred the lat- 
ter. He desired to preserve his consistency; not, however, at 
the'sacrifice of the true interests of his country, for he had no 
belief that they would be sacrificed, but would, on the contrary, 
be promoted and secured by adopting another mode of reliev- 
ing the necessities cf the Government. 

Mr. PROFFIT of Indiana took the floor amid- cries of “ad- 
journ, adjonrn, go on, go on!” Mr. P. with some appearance 
of indignation, exclaimed, Yes: you can cry “go on, goon,” but 
when yourown friends are on the floor, you can vote to adj »urn 
at half past one! But no matter; it requires no time t0 be pe- 
pared to defend the President from such charges as have been 
made against bim by the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
Cooper;) his friends here are ready rise at any time—at any 
moment—and maintain his cause in spite of all threats. and all 
the sneers than can be heaped upon us. He should think that 
their enemies might Lave learned, by this time, that they could 
gain nothing by threats, ar by burning in effigy; that nothing 
could ever deter the friends of the President from their course. 
What had this courtship ofthe President to do with Treasury 
noies? Could not the bill before the committee be discussed 
without dragging these miserable party polnics into the debate? 
He should not stoop to ask whether there existed such a cabal 
as had been charged. Was he going into the miserable puddle- 
hole of party, while the Administration was calling for his aid? 
No, never What did the gentleman chatge? The genilengan 
had accused the President of the United States and his Secret y 
ofthe Treasury of boing derelict to their duty, because they asked 
for Treasury notes after the Secretary had repeatedly—yes, 
over and over~-said that he could not raise; “money 

oxga loan! What had the geneman thrther said? He 
had asked why the Administration had not draughted a 
bill for Treasury notes at the last session ? and what was 
the answer? There was à little Spartan band in that Honse 
which had stood up against the majority; and now 
they were told that they could have passe!’ the bill had 
they so pleased! Then they had been ridiculed, yes, taunted, 
yea, mocked at, as not being enough to fill a cab, flauzhter,} 
and now they were spoken of as a great party who could carry 
any measure they pleased. A gentleman from Maryland { My. 
W CO. J: Hyson] had said that the President of the Unwed States 
had left his goo! and gallant Whig ship with all her sails set, 
and a favorable breeze, to go into the little miserable cockboat 
ofthe gentleman from Indiana, (viz. Mr. Prorrir.l Yes, and 
if Mr. P. knew the President, he would leave any ship for not 
merely a cockboet, but fora single plank floating on ine great 
ocean of public sentiment! Yes, he would Inok to the peorle, 
tothe people! He was not the President otea party. The 
Presidentof a party, forsooth ! Mr. P, said “ook to the coun- 
try;” that was what hesaw. When gentlemen said razy were 
courting the Van Buren party, he did not so understand it. Tle 
had heid conversations with the President of these United 
States as freely as any man of his in that House, {loud 
laughter;jyet he was never the man to say one word ta please 
the ear of power; and he could here say that in all those conver- 
sations he had never heard John Tyler speak one word that he 
‘would not have been willing to put on paper and show toal 
the world. As tothe insinuations thatthe President wag look- 
ing to the support of hia own power, where was the proof? 
There wasnone, Had the Administration carried out jts own 
principles? Had the Secretary of the Navy, fir ‘instance, 
clearly and exp icitiy stated the wants of that Department? 
Had the Secretary of War given any accurate statements of the 
true condition of ine Army? Had not the Secretary of the 
Treasury done his duty? Where wasany ce 
fuze? Had not tt sident given his v 
affairs? Had he not spoken clearly an 
there any evasion hi 


aa to our fiscal 
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never once thought of h 

Mr. Prorrirresume?. 1 did nots: 
bat I will make him thiak of me; Eme be heard ef. 
{Convulsions of Jaughter.] Gentlemen tell us what lo do—we 
will tell them what theyshali do! Tell me these things? Why, 
if gentlemen assume positions they cannot sustain by their 
Wh personal knowledge or that of others, it will go to the 
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that he thought of me; 


ceuntrys.and if wedo not contradict them, it will be said be- 
cause we could not. I deny—here—positively—that the Presi- 
dent ever, directly or indirectly, made overtures to any party or 
faction. $ ‘ gi 4 

Mr. Cooper. I neversaid that he actually popped the ques- 
tion. {Loud taughter.] ae 

Mr. Prorrrr. If le had had a question to pop, he would 
have popped it as promptly as he popped his veto; there was 
no consulting then with Whig leaders who climbed out of 
back windows. - {Much noise and not a little merriment in the 
Hall. -If the President cannot sustain himself before Con- 
gress, he car before the people. What is the necessity for these 
insinuations? What is gained by it? Will the people ever be- 
lieve that such things are necessary? _ No, they won’t. Will 
Not the people see that these are party misrepresentations? 
Yes, they will. i ; è 

What are the true- gřounds of this debate? Are not the 
questions these: Ist. Doesthe country require these Treasury 
notes? 2d. Can we conscientiously Yote for them? 3d. Willa 
loan be better; and, if so, can we get ihe money by loan? For 
one, I am readyto vote for any appropriation which shall 
be necessary tili the country gets back to its true position. 
That is what I say. 
take the best measures in our power. Mr. P. said he had not 
intended to say a word on this bill; but when these several 
questions should come up, he was ready to discuss them 
fairly and heartily, and lock to the pecple asthe ground- 
work and basis of every thing. When a question of finance 
or of appropriation came up, let tiem discuss it like men; this 
business of petty party politics and pettifogging never should be 
regarded, 

As to the propriety of issuing Treasury notes, Mr. P. was 
balancing. His mind was not made up; nothing could justify 
these emissions but an exigency; he was opposed to introducing 
them asa paper currency, and to conceal the tyne state of the 
public debt. What did the Whigs say last session? They 
struck a batance to show the amount of public debt, and au- 
thorized a loan, but they could not get the money. It wasasked, 
in reference to the present state of the Treasury, “who did it?” 
He did not know about that. Was thata reason to attack and 
abuse the President? No. . He thought the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania was mistaken in his position; we must now issue 
‘fYeasury notes, or letthe Government be disgraced. If this 
question aheut billing and cooing was to be discussed here, 
when the Government was inan extremity, they might as well 
break up and gohome. The people would understand it; they 
would understand the whole matter; and in five years time 
there would beno party at all;the people would all be on one side; 
For his own part, disregarding men that might get up hereand 
propose their different plans, he meant. to come out for the pub- 
Jie good, and for the public honor. That was what he intended 
to da. 

Mr. MARSHALL of Kentucky next rose to address the 
House. He said that the subject under debate was one in which 
he felt an uncommon degree of interest; else he should not 
have risen to speak upon it, for he felt an indoritahle repug- 
| nance to be dragged out into debate in that body, He bad 

r 


isen for the purpose of asking the honorable chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, with whose laborious, indefa- 
tigable exertions to obtain information touching this entire sub- 
ject he was well acquainted, and of which he felt afraid to 
speak as they des rved. if he knew any facts, of his own per- 


sonal knowledge, independent of what had been officially com. 
mnnicated to him from the hea lof the Treasury Department, 
as to the ability of the Government to raise the money necessa- 


ry to meet the exigencies of the Treasury by other means than 
this proposed issne of Treasury notes?’ Fo him it 
peared, and he said this without meaning in the slic 
gree to reflect either on the President or upon his e 2 on 
this fleor—(turning to Mr. Prorrrr,) (loud laughter|—with- 
out any wish to provoke the President tomakea “pop” of any 
kind egainst that House, 
posed to do so, he had he 


had-ap- 


Chovgh assuredly, if he were dis- 
a pop-gun ready)—fincreasing mer- 
riment}—withoutthe slightest possible imputation upen “the 
guard?’—for in truth he not know what or who were meant 
by that term—without holding the gentleman from Indiana or 
his party responsible—for. so Heaven help him, he never once 
so much as thought! of holding the gentleman responsible here 
for the President of the United S:ates—flaughter]—he supposed 
the President. was as much his President as he was the gentle- 
man’s; nar did he know any peculiar right that gentleman had 
to consider himself assailed whenever any remarks were di- 
rected aga‘nst the Executive, 

Mr. M. would say that he never had charged that there was 
acahalon that foor who were the keepers of the Presidents 
conscience, nor had he affirmed that they were ex officio his 
Cabinet—a charge which had. indeed, been advanced at the ex- 
tra'session, but which bad been instantly repelled in strains of 
manly eloquence. whose tones of thunder had rot even yet 
ceased to vibrate on ihe ear. Nor could be comprehei why 
the sensibilities of gentlemen seemed naw to be awakened into 
so much vivacity: he could not :eally unders‘and it. And if 
gentlemen carried it much further, his suspicions would begin 
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towar x tter; but really the gentleman’s 
e on this occasion had heen suchas to awaken seme sug- 
This was a question between ihe Congress of the Tur 
sand the Executive Departmen). The Touse had no 
quarrel with “the guard,” and. last andleastof all had the 


House of Representatives a question with the gentleman from 


If we cannot get the money, then let us ` 


Indiana. If that gentleman was indeed the accredited organ of 
the President of that floor, then the President must be held rå- 
sponsible for what the gentleman said, and then Mr. M. under- 
stood that “wa,” alias the President and “the guard,” would 
not appeal to that House, but would make our appeal to the 
eople of the United States for the correctness of our course. 
Now, was he to understand from this that the President meant 
to bea candidate in the next Presidential canvass? If so, let the 
honorable gentleman, as his organ and representative here, 
make thatdeciaration, then they should know whatto rely on, 
Butto return to his subject. : ` : 

Mr. M. said he was opposedto the policy ofthe bill. Hisre. 
pugnance to it was unutturable and invincible. Would any 
gentleman tell him thatthe Government of this Union, repre- 
senting twenty-six great, populous, powerful, and independent 
States, being in want of money for the public service, and go- 
ing into the market with its bond having twelve years to run, at 
an interest of six per cent. could not obtain it }—an assertion 
which.amounted to little short of a, declaration of bankruptcy. 
If that were ‘rue, then, terrible as it was,the nation ought to know , 
it. This country had been, with an empty Treasury, on the eve 
of a war with Great Britain—a power possessing five hundred 
and thirty-five ships of war, while we have sixty -eight—a power 
whose fleets, extending themselves along a line of two thousand 
hve hundred miles, were able to girdle our entire seaboard, and- 
might. at their pleasure, select any point of attack they deemed 
the mest vulnerable—a power who, had she actually gone to 
war with us, would have found no greater feet than that tore- 
sist her; and who, hadshe mace a descent upon the land, would. 
have encountered no army but the free and hardy yeomanry of 
the land. An experiment, indced, she would never again make, 
but would wisely confine herself to the ocean. There would 
have been the field of combat; for 

“Fer march was on the mountain wave, 

Her home was on the deep.” 
Then we must have fought, cost what it might. Ard did he 
understand gentlemen as asserting that we could not, even in 
that emergency, have raised twelve millions of dollars on the 
bond of this Government? So help him Heaven, he did not be- 
lieve a word ofit. So far was it from being true, that, had the 
necessity existed, the Government could have got from this 
great people a hundred ortwo hundred millions on its simple 
acrip. 

Bat they were told there was a necessity for this emission of 
Treasury notes, Mr. M. had denied it in committee, and he de- 
niedithere. If the money must be had, he preferred a loan. 
He abhorred the whole Treasury note system: not on constitu- 
tional_grounds, for he had not examined the constitutional 
question; but he abhorred it on every account, on national 
grounds; and, also, he would frankly avow it, on party grounds, 
How did we stand? The Bank bill had been vetoed, the Bank- 
rupt law. was gore, he supposed the Distribution law was in 
litle better condition, the loan had failed, and now they were 
to be thrown on the Treasury notesystem. Heaven andearth ! 
What had beconse of the fruit that was to result from the extra 
session? [A Jaugh from a portion of the House ] 

Then, with all personal respect, and with the understanding 
that, after he had obtained from the honorable chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means the information he desired, he 
should be at liberty to resume the floor and to comment upon 
it, he would again ask for the personal information which had 
been obtained by the indefaiizavle and persevering exertions of 
the honorable gentleman, apart from any tacts contained in the 
official letiers or report of the Secretary of the Treasury as to 
the power of the Government to obtain, in the domestic mar- 
ket. the amonnt needed by the 'Freasury on loan. 

Mr. FILLMORE stated, in reply, that, in addition to the offi- 
cial statement of the Secretary, be had been permitted to see 
the original correspondence of that officer with our commercial 
cities on that subject, and he was of pinion that it went fully 
tosustain the statements made by the Secretary to the commit. 
tee. He bad also taken pains to acquaint himself with the facts 
from these who were well acquainted with the state of the me- 
ney market; and all he had learned confirmed him in the same 
belief. It was, indeed, a thing undoubred with him that there 
existed no probability, even if ‘here were a possibility, of obtain- 
ing the money needed by Governmenton the loan already autho- 
rized—no, not even should the time be extended to twelve 
years—withont an application to European capitalists. 

In addition, he begged leave to say thata friend and colleague 
of his, doubting that. such could be the fact, he had for his con- 
viction obtained evidence of the appalling state of the public 
credit at the present moment, Heere sent to the Clerk’s ta- 
ble a letter from Prime, Ward and King, of New York, ad- 
dressed to himself, [declaring it as their opinion that noamount 
could be obtaiued on the United States Joan, even should the 
time stended to twelve years, inasmuch as the United 
States percent stockhad been offered in the market at 
from three to five per cent. andwas without buyers, They 
further stated thatthe Government would have to allow seven 
per cent. interest, in which case the sum wanted might be ob. 
tained. Yhey advisethat bonds be given to run seven years 
forfour millions, and that for five millions mere '¥ reasury 


notes be issned bearing above seven percent. since the notes 
bearing six per cent. were at one per cent. discount, The letter 
holy 


closed with some very melanc 
state of the Government crec 


its 


reflections on the present 
$ gloomy forebodings as to 
ssion toa stiil lower point, unless speedy and 
efficient mearures should be adopted for its restoration. ] 

Mr. F. stated iu conclusion, that a similar statement had been 
made to him from Boston, by the honorable Abbot Lawrence, 
late a Representative from thar State. 
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any 3 gees than on bond? If Mr M. should 
go to a man to borrow a sum he hed need of, and 
the man would not jet him have the monev on- his 


bond under seven per cent. interest, would he let him have 
itat any less interest on bis promissory pote? H he would, 
he must be a Joser somewhere. If, then, these Treasury notes 
were to go at an inierest of 6 per cent, it must be by force—ej> 


ther by. the force of necessity laid on the public creditor by law, 
or ty actual. stronghanded- despotism—such despotism as pre- 
vailed in ancient times; forno form of modern despotism would 
ever attempt such a thing, The state of the public credit was 
now correctly known, and it certainly could not be made any 
better by Treasury notes. In.this argument, Mr. M. reasoned 
fairly and sincerely, not from any party bias. He did not wish, 
for party sake, tosee the Government of his country degraded, 
He was ready to let her borrow, on the best terms she could get; 
but those terms never. could be better than her credit was. 
Surely it was not in the contemplation of gentlemen to cheat the 
public creditor to the extent of the failure of Government credit 
in the market; that never could be seriously intended. 

` Unless, therefore, he obtained more light on a. subject which 
he did not profess.to understand as well as some gentlemen in 
that House, he must still profess himself in favor of the old 
plan—the Whig plan, he would call it—for giving the bond of 
the Government on time. He would rather givetheseven per 
cent. and get the money by loan, than attempt this most detesta- 
ble of all modes of raising money; a mode to which he never 
could be brought to give his consent, unless in the most extreme 
circumstances of necessity. If these notes were forced on the 
public creditor, the Government cHEATED Aim; it dishonored 
itself by an act of open bankruptcy; and then there should be 
inserted a clause in the bankrupt bill to include the Government 
of the United States. [A laugh.) What! talk of public credit? 
What could so effectually strike a dagger through the very heart 
of the public credit as this? What! that Government to turn 
broker? and bankrupt broker to boot? To SHAVE on its own 
paper? ‘The political school in which he had studied, never re- 
cognised such policy as that. It might, to be sure, bea neat 
financial operation; butit involved a question of the national 
honor. If you paid your creditors, pay them in something that 
was worth their debt. If you could not get the money to pay 
iny in all conscience add the amount of discount, and pay the 
whole; : 

It might be a very. unpleasant and very alarming thing to tell 
the creditors that the credit. of the Government was at seven per 
cent. below par; but he would tell them so, and though his con- 
stituents should hurl him from his seat, he would rather vote 
for direct taxes than be driven to such a system. There could 
be no difference in expense between a loan and these notes, un- 
less it was intended to cheat the public creditor to the extent, of 
the difference. k 

Mr. M had no desire to impeach this Administration, or an 
other; that was not the question now—this was no time to cri- 
minate and recriminate, to cry over spilt milk, or togo back to 
the causes which had induced the present state of the country 
and the Government; otherwise a long train of causation might 
betraced up by the eye ofthe philosophic statesman. There 
never was an effect without a cause; and the causes might 
be pursued, step by step, back, and back, till it was shown 
how, from the most palmy state of prosperity, and the very 
highest condition of public credit ever enjoyed by any na- 
tion on this earth—by an erroneous policy obstinately clung 
to, and still persisted in by what was called a Whig Admi. 
nistratioa—we had been reduced to our present state of pub- 
lic shame, But he dared not go into that investigation, It 
was not a great while ago when we had a surplus revenue of 
thirty-four millions per annum in the Treasury—when we 
had the best currency under the sun—a currency such asthe 
great Governments of Enrope never did or could possess, De- 
cause none of them, extending over the same wide-spread 
apace, ever had a central power whose fisca! arm reached 
over the whole. Russia, Frances Germany, never had such 
a glorious six-and-twenty. States, wih a Government whose 
hanid controlled them all, and whose heart. was strong enough 
to propel the’ vital blood through their remotest ex!remities. 
More than that. This Goveranient was the on'y one, inall the 
history of modern times, which had ever paid off its national 
deh:. No Government was on record since the days of the 
Roman Empire which had achieved sneh a thing. But tie 
Aruerican Government had paid hers—-paid it all to the last dol- 
jay, and that in good hard genuine coin; ay, and had besides an 
instrument by which it could throw its currency io all the ends 
ofthe world by the mere scrape of a pen. And all this after 
passing throngh a war in which all the odds were against her, 
with all the uatamed energy ofa young giant, Asad where was 
this once glorious Government Now? Her credit in the dust; 
openly disgraced; asking for twelve millions, and could not get 
it! Wao DID 11? 

Bathe would not touch on that theme; he allnded to it only to 
show the effects of this miserable, contemptible, huckstering 
scheme of temporary expedients. A system which had brought 
his country’s honor so low, he must “repudiate”? (since that was 
new the word) asa fit policy for suchan empire as this. Bad 
as our credit now was, Treasury notes never would make it any 
better, but much worse, from the damning acknowledgement 
it involved that the Government could not get money anywhere 
else. r 

Mr. UNDERWOOD obtained the floor, and moved for the 
rising of the committee. 

The motion prevailing, the committee rose; and tkereapon 
the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Turspay, January 11, 1842. 

Mr.WRIGUT presented fonr several petiuons, signed, in all, 
by one hundred and sixty-two citizens of the city of New York, 
remonstrating against a repeal of tho Bankrupt law; two peti 
tions requesting certain amendments to be made to it; aad four 
praying for its repeal, i 

Also, one memorial from Utica, New York, and one from 
Providence, Rhode Island, praying a repeal, and setting forth 
the reasons atsome length: referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. M ce 

Mr. WRIGHT presented two petitions from citizens of Lew- 
iston and Lawrencetown, in the State of New York, invoking 
Congress to take steps for the liberation of the American prison 
ers who were engaged in the Canadian insurrection, ant wa 
were sent by the British Government to Van Bieman’s Land in 
Australia: referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. TALLMA GE presented three several remonstrances 
against the repeal of the Bankrupt law; and = fourth agamst 
its postponement or repeal; which was signed by twenty by 
twenty-five firms of the City of New York, who represented 
property to the amount of several millions of dollars, 

e HUNTINGTON, Mr. SMITIL of Indiana, Me. WHITE, 
Mr. PORTER, Mr. SIMMONS, severally presented memorials 
yemonstrating against the repeal, postponement, or modifica 
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tion of the Bankrupt law; which were severally referred to the 
Committee dn the Judiciary. = : 

Mr. PIERCE presented a petition for the establishment of a 
Post route in the State.of New Hampshire: referred to the Com- 
mittee onthe Pest Office -and Post Roads. 

Mr. EVANS presented a petition from citizens of Maine, 
pray fng that some mode of adjudication may be adopted for the 
settlement of national disputes; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee ob Foreign Relations. 

Mr. PORTER presented a memorial from the màrshal of 
Michigan relative to certain militia claims: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. R 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented a petition praying the continu- 
ation ofthe pension law of 1838 for five years: referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. MOREHEAD presented a petition for indemnity for pro- 
perty lost by the destruution by fire of a certain post office: re- 
ferred to the Committee òn Claims, 

Mr. WOODBURY presented the petition of Henry Waller, 
praying indemnity for property destroyed during the late war: 
referred to the Committee on Ciaima. 

On motion of Mr. ARCHER, leave was granted to withdraw 
from the files of the Senate the petition of Horatio N. Crabb, 
late a lieutenant in the marine corps. . 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana, from the Committee on the Public 
Lands, reported a bill for the reliet of James Kiser and Bar- 
net Foy; of Missouri, with a special report. Ordered to be 
printed, 

Mr. S. ala@Jubmitted an adverse report on the petition of Sa- 
rah Levy, of South Carolina. Ordered to be printed,- 

(This report maintains that a person residing in one State who 
improves public lands in another by agents, has no claim upon 
Congress under the principles of the pre-emption laws.} 

Mr. PRESTON gave notice that he would ask leave to bring 
in a bill to abolish the office of Commissary of Purchases. 

Mr. LINN said that the resolution which he had submitted 
some days since, requesting the President of the United States 
to give the notice to the. British Government which the conven- 
tion of 1837, between the two Governments requires, in order to 
putan end to the treaty for the joint occupation of the Territory 
of Oregon, would, if called up, lead to a discussion which might 
occupy more of the time ofthe Senate than would be agreeable, 
when there was another matter pending, He would therefore 
move to make the resolution the special order for this day week, 
and be should at that time give his views. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WALKER submitted a resolution, which lios over, 
calling upon the Secretary of the Treasury to communicate to 
the Senate, 1. The amount of public money collected under the 
act, commonly called the Independent Treasury; 2. What logs, 
ifany, occurred during the existence of that law, by the defal- 
cation of public officers; 3. What amount of coin has been 
coined by the several branch mints ofthe United States since 
their establishment; 4. What amount of copper has been pur- 
chased from individuals for the purposes of tbe branch mints; 
and, What defalcation, if any, has been commited by officers 
of the branch mints of the United States, ; 

The adverse report.of the Committee on Claims, on the peti- 
tion of Hezekial P. ‘Thidel, late a Captain of Volunteers in the 
scivice of the United States, praying compensation for a horse 
shot by order of his commanding officer, was taken up and 
concurred in, 

The adverse report on the claim of Samnel Milioy,a receiver 
of public moneys at Provinceville, Indiana, was, ou the motion 
of Mr. SMITI, of Indiana, laid on the table. 

The following resolation, sabniittel yesterday by Mr. Car 
HODN, was taken up for consideration, viz: 

Resolved, That the Prosident he requested to communicate 
tothe Senate a copy of the protest of the officers and crew of 
the brig Creole, on her pasaage from Richmond to New Or- 
leans, should any such have been received, or any authenticated, 
account which may have been received, of the murder of a paf 
senger on beard, and the wounding of the captain and others 
by the slaves on board the same; and of the ocenrrences 
afterwards (ook took place, particularly afier the v 
taken into Nassau, New Providence; and also to inform, 
nate, Win his opinion it can be done consistently with,he pub- 
lic interest, what step has been taken by the Execipive m re- 
ference to the transaction, having for its object fhe punish- 
ment of the guilty, the redress of th wrong done tovur citizens, 
and the indignity offered to the American flag. 4 

Mr. PORTER moved to strike out the word’“slaves,” and 
substitute the word “persons,” $ 

Mr. CALHOUN hoped the Senatok would 
for moving the substitute. k fu 

Mr: PORTER said he hadonly ene reagon, and that was that 
the word “slaves? was not known to te Consuintion of the 
United States. 

Mr. CALHOUN denied that the word “Slaves”? was unknown 
to the Constiiution. There could be but one object in the Sena- 
tors motion, and that was, to deny the rights of the South as to 
its property in slaves. 

If that. was the Senator’s intention, he wished it distinctly un 
derstood; and to see whether there was another Senator pre- 
pared to take che same position, He wished to know at once 
whether the Senate was prepared to entertain any approach to 
doubt on that question, and for the purpose of testing this, and 
viewing the objectof this motion of amendment as one so hos- 
tile to the South, that if entertained, it must prove fatal to her 
rights and institutions, be called for the yeas and nays. 

and nays were then ordered. 

RRIEN said that before the question was taken, he 
would merely remark that the Senator from South Carolina 
had described certain individuals in the character in which they 
existed under the Constitution and the laws of the country. 
Whether the term “slaves” founda place in the Constitution, 
was not the question, and he hoped that uo controversy would 
grise asto the rights guarantied by that Instrument to those 
who held this description of property. Whenever a motion 
was made tostrike outthat which was correctly described, he 
» was induced to inquire, what was the object o a motion? 
Bat, ifitwas the object of any gentleman, tod irm the ch 
racter given to certain property in the reselution, be was pre- 
pared to meet the question in a becom ng manner. 

Mr. PORTER remarked that he believcu wie word “slaves”? 
was nat used in the Constitution, and that the framers ofthat 
instrument bad been carefel in avoiding the adoption of the 
term. The Senate would recollect that such a motion as he 
had made was nothing novel in the legislation of Congr<ss, and 


ign his reasons 


i spoke of “persons held to service orlabor.’? He solemnly dis- 
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he would ask gentlemen to look atthe Constitution itself, which < 


he was hostile to the rights of the slave States, so callcd, with re- 
gard to their property. Such an imputation resulted’ fromia. .- 
forced construction; and he would now say that his object-was:.° 
to place this thing in a decorous position, sò- fax ‘as his humble 
efforts was concerned, especially as it may connect itself with:a 
correspondence withthe Government of Great Britain. =- 

Mr. CALHOUN would observe that they. were in the habi 
of making use of words.in resolutions adopted by the Senate. 
“which were not to be found inthe Constitution; and would'the 
Senator from Michigan take the ground assumed by the Go- 
verament of Great Britain, that these slaves were persons, and 
would he connive with that power? He (Mr. C.) could not. 
deem it necessary to use many words in addition. to. what he’ 
had already said. The whole matter resolved itself into this: 
is Congress to-use any words.to express its meaning but those 
clear and undoubted—such as express exactly and fully. what 
they are intended to designate? Ave words to be’ used in’ pre. > 
ference which are evasive, insincere, and express vaguely and 
indefinitely what should be. perspicuous and beyond either 
doubt or evasion? The peopte of the South’ might as well bo 
told at once by the Abolitionists that they had a right to take 
away their property, because that -property was designated 
“slaves,” instead, of “persons.?. Now, if they were deters 
mined to precipitate what they have been so long menacing, it, 
was high time for the South to speak cut. He regretted that, 
our ancestors were ‘so fastidious with regard to the. certain 
rights guarantied in the Constitution. - The word. “slaves,” in- 
stead of “persons held to service or labor,” ought to have been 
asserted manfully and boldly. He would rather the resolution 
was rejected altogether, than that the word “slaves” should be 
stricken out, ; ESS n 

Ie would take this occasion to state that there had ‘lately 
been manifested in the United Sates a blood-thirsty disposition 
upon this subject; and it was but the other night that they, ro- 
ceived the resolutions of a meeting held in Williamsburg, 
Kings county, New York, which justifedthe whole course of 
the murderers on board of the Creole, and asserted that they 
were prepared to take sides upon the questions and, But re- 
cently, in a religious paper of New York, an article appeared 
justifying the murder and piracy, and comparing the murder. 
ers to General Washingion. He had scen another article, ex. 
tracted from an Abolition paperin Maine, and inserted in the 
Journal of Commerce, upon the same subject. He named this, 
thatthe South might be on its guard; and all he now wanted 
was to see what Senator was prepared to take ground with 4 
foreign power upon this groat and momentous question. . Ne 
wanted to see whether there was a Senator in this chamber pre 
pared to-take part withthe most formidable foreign power in 
the world against his cwo country. Phe very exception taken 
to the word “slaves” in this resolution, instead of “persona,” 
was the ground taken by Great Britain in her iwsidious and 
presumptuous allempts to interfere with our Southern institu- 
tions. He wished to ece what American Benator was prepared 
to fortify the presumption of Great Britain, in a question Ve 
tween that country and this Union. š 

Mr. PRESTON boped thatthe amendment would vot- prevail, 
He always had regretted that the framers of the Constitution did 
not make use “fordit was an evasion and 
circumlocnt) iy (he word ought. to 
beea "alayos, ? and not In all their proceedings 
they should meri ` by their 
right names, and U The slaves 
spoken ofin the ersons either 
in Bolish or in law; the very 
sons. 

Mr. KING h 
of the Union would have made such aim vof the Be- 
nator from Michigan. They coufd net shut their eyes to the 
fact that there were miserable, contemplibie, and wretched fa- 
naties in the coantry, endeavoring to embarrass the Covern- 
ment, Invade the y sof the South, and, if they could have 
their own way, destroy the Government. Did the Scnator[Mr. 
Porter) mean to identify himseif with such miserable though 
dangerous fanatics? Did he mean to encourage them by the 
adaption oftheir insidious phra gy? Me trusted not But 
the Senator rays the word "slav iol found iv the Constin 
tion, Tle (Mr, Kine) regretted it was pot; but it is a mistake 
to suppose the w ad is not used in the legislation of this Go- 
verninent. A recurrence to various acts of legislation, would 
satisfy the Senator that he dis mistaken on that 
point. This was a peculiarly uspicions time to 
raise such a point as this, whether cf any weight in itself 
ornot. Atatime when this country had to contend with the 
most formidaile power in the world, he would ask the Senator 
was it proper for bim to come forward as if he intended to 
favor the interpretation of that country and its influence with 
the institutions ofany portion ofthis Union? He (Mr. Kine) 
was astonished that any Senator should not have considered the 
position in which he placed himseli by offering such an amend- 
ment as that which had been proposed, especially, when by so 
doing, he sided with a foreign power against the rights of the 
people of the South. He hoped that the Senator would seon 
understand that he bad piaced himself in a wrong pesition, and 
he trusted that the people of Michigan would not justify the 
proceeding, The senator ought to have reflected Jong before 
he brought bisamendmentto the view ef the Senate, and he 
hoped that be would stand alone, and marked, as the only man 
who questioned the right of the South to hold their slaves; a 
right which should, when threatened, be maintained against the 
civilized world, Tie did not believe, however, thatany respec: 
table portion of the country was disposed to (ake sides with 
Great Britain in this matter; if so, heshould come to the con- 
clusion that the days of the Republic were numbered; ant they 
would not continue to meet as they new did,, fom the North 
amt the South, from the Bast and the West, for purposes of na- 
tional legislali But they bad their tights, and would maine 
tain them atevery hazard, whether they should be invaded at 
home or from abroad. 3 i 

Mr. PORTER would again remark that the word “persons,” 
which he had adopted, was from the Constitnion itself, and 
had been used in the Jegislalive acts of iss. But, all at 
once, ithad beenfound oat that ity smouldering firebrand 
to destroy all that was valuable in the country, Gentlemen 
were mistaken. in supposing that he was disposed to sustain 
foreign aggression, Lie had used the word in a coustitutional 
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serige alone, and he should vote for the amendment, but not in 
the spirit which had been imputed to him. an 

Mr. PRESTON respectfully asked the gentleman to withdraw 
his amendment. The fact was, that it didnot meet the purpose 
of the resolution. ‘The only question was with regard to the 
word “slaves; andif the Constitution was to be adhered. to, 
ipsissima verba, the amendment should read “persons held te 
labor.” But even.this would not makethe point for the South; 

~ $fitshou'd be made at all, let the word be “slaves.” This was 
necessary at the present time, Judging from the resolutions 
which nad this morning been laid upon their tab!e, for in one of 
them, in speaking of a revolt of ihe slaves, it'was observed that 
those from whern these resolutions emanated would not. feel 
pound-to aid in extinguishing the sacred fire, but in the words 
of Leggett, pray “that the victory of the battle might go with 
the oppressed.” He called the earnest attention of Senators to 
this subject, especially as their lives were threatened by infernal 
fanaticism. 

“Mr. KING requested the Senator to read- the first resolu- 
tion. 

. Mr. PRESTON did so, and it was to the effect that the slaves 
on board of the Creole acted in accordance with the decision of 
the Supreme “Court in the case of the Amistad, and proved 
themselves worthy of their freedom, and trusted that their ex- 
ample would be imitated under similar circumstances. He 
hoped that the Senator from Michigan would not persist in his 
amendment. 

Mr. PORTER observed that the Senator frem South Caro- 
lina had called his attention to the resolution, which he had 
never seen before. The Senator objected to the term “‘per- 
sons? because there were free persons as well as slaves on 
board of the Crevlc,and a murder had there been committed. 
Now, they only knew, from the newspapers, thata murder 
had been committed; but might it not have been committed by 
‘persons other than slaves? 

Mr. PRESTON remarked that they contended for the recla 
mation of the slaves, 

Mr. RIVES gave due credit to the Senator from Michigan, 
as he had disclaimed any sinister design in proposing his amend- 
ment. He thought, however, that the Senator had induged.in 
a needless degree of fastidiousness as to the term applicable to 
the subject in controversy. The Senator would admit that sla- 
very was recognised by the Constitution and by law; but 
did he not see the bearing. of his own remarks? The 
British Government was exceedingly fastidious on the 
issue as to calling slaves persons; and» in all its 
publie documents, and in. English newspapers, these slaves 
were cailed passengers, by the public officers at Nassau. He 
did not understand the gentleman to take sides with the autho- 
rities of New Providence; for with him, the question was a 
mere ‘natter or form; bat while it wasa form with him, it was 
matter of substance with the British Government, with which 
this Government had a centroversy upon the subject; and 
would the Senator turow his influence in this body on the side 
of that power, by persisting in his amendment? In the discus- 
sions which bad taken place between the two Governments, 
this description of property had, on both sides, been called 
slaves. ‘The Avnerican Government had claimed and vindi- 
cated certain rights in that name, an! the British Government 
had not hesitated to speak the same language. Even in look- 
ing over the census returns, although there were persons de- 
signated as slaves, he did not find the precise word. ‘Then why 
should the Senatorinduige ina defence of fastidiousness as to 
having the exact word of the Constitution? He hoped that the 
fienator would reconcile it with hissense of duty to withdraw 
hisamendment, which was susceptible of being misunderstood 
and capabie of doing mischief. Heretofore, in all the resolu- 
tions proposed from time to time, upon this subject, he did not 
believe that there had been any fastidiousness as to the terms 
employed. 

Mr. PHELPS did not regard it asa matter of any moment 
whether one word was used or another; but, while he was pre- 
pared to yield to the Senator from south Carolina the privilege 
of attaining his object in his own way, he did not consider him- 
self as committing himself to any quesiion which might here- 
after arise with reference to It. 

Mr. CLAY saidibat it was extremely desirable, in all our 
controversies wil foreign powera, whether actually existing or 
nat, to presentan unbroken phalanx, and that all party divi- 
sions should cease when a question of the present character 
should arise. He tras ed that on noside would this be made 
a party question, nor any thing connected with it. But he rose 
to makea suggestion to his friend from Michigan. He had 
seen what the Senator had not seen—the protest made by the’ 
passengers and ofticers of the Creole, on their arrival at New 
Orleans, anc he hail read the whole narrative with the most 
thrilling and appalling sensations. With regard to the occur- 
rences on hoard of the vessel, there could be no earth!y donbt 
thatthe murder was commited by slaves. He would here 
mention a circumstance which was highly creditabie, and it 
was, that, of the thirty-cight slaves, only nineteen took a 
part in the murler; the rest, if for no other reason, looked 
on with dread, or took part wiih their masters; and this 
was especially the case with the female slaves. There 


could be no earthly doubt that the murder was com- 
mitted by slaves on board of the vessel. He had 
learnel ths subsequent procredings at Nassau with 


infinite regret, because it added 
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eatly to our difficulties with 
nent, which claimed that slaves, thrown 
na islands by ths act of God, were entitled to 
was thrown into its port by an act 
it remained to be seen whether this 
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on of the term, buta provision pro- 
3 ust of sinves taken away by 
the British from the por Tn this matter 
it became necessary to isveke the aid Jate Emperor of 
Russia, and he decided favorably to the claim, and compensa- 
tion wasacsordingly made, He hoped that the Senator wovid 
fot press his amendment, 
Mr. PORTER said that he certainly had no intention to pre- 
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judice this case, or the merits of the transaction, “and that his 
motive had not been fairly appreciated. He was aware that 
the term “slaves” had been used in common parlance, but his 
objection. to its use here was, that it was an unnecessary word 
in the Janguage of legislation, and, in suggesting the amendment, 
he had had no other object in view but a conformity with the 
Constitution. -He had expressed no opinion, but had merely 
vindicated his course. His motive was to recognise that sort of 
decorum which belonged to theit deliberations, and which was 
sat:ctioned by the Constitution. The term “slaves” was not 
known to the Federal Government, and he thought that it was 
very proper to avoid the expression. $ e 

Mr. GRAHAM remarked that, since the discussion had 
been going on, he had looked at nine or tes laws on the sub- 
ject, and almost every one of them recognise} the term 
slaves. i 2 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE ‘took the opportunity to add his own 
request that his colleague would withdraw the amendment, es- 

pecially as the term inthe resolution confirmed nothing and 
concluded nothing. 

Mr. PORTER said that he had no wish to stand single and 
alone on this subject. He could not, however, withdraw his 
amendment, except by the-unanimous consent of the Senate. 
if this should be given, he would have. no, hesitation in do- 
ing so. 2 

The question was then taken and decided in the affirmative ; 
so Mr. Porter withdrew his amendmen and the resolution 
was then unanimously adopted. 2 p 

The PRESIDENT pro tem4announced the Wished busi- 
ness, which was the propositiog to refery to a select committee 
of ning, the plan of the Secretagy of thg/Treasury for a Board cf 
Exchequer, $ g 

Mr. WALKER, being entitled to the floor, occupied the re- 
mainder of the day’s session in discussing the principlesinvolved 
ia the project. He declared hifhselfin favor of the reference, 
however much he might be oppoged to the plan. He agreed 
with those who had preceded ing in testifying to the ability 
with which the report of the Sectgfary had been prepared. It 
was but justice to say that it was drawn up with extraordinary 
ability—with as much, if not more, ability, than any document 
which had emanated from any Secretary of that Department; 
and this was no ordinary compliment, considering those who 
had preceded the present Secretary. It was the work of a mas- 
ter mind; but it was nevertheless the work of the present Se- 
creltary, whom he had known long as an individual and as a 
jawyer, and whose mind he knew to be equal to the production 
of that report. Knowing the purity of his character, he knew 
that the Secretary would scorn to place his name to, and adopt, 
the report written by another. He had no doubt that it was 
from patriotic and the purest motives that the President and 
Secretary haye submitted the plan, with the view of compro- 
mise and reconciliation on the question of currency. 

No Senator had yet declared himself in favor of the plan; 

and heagreed with the dissenting Senators on the other side, 
that the plan does augment Executive power and patronage to 
a certain extent, and he couid not, therefore, to that extent, go 
for it; but he did not agree with them that it augmented that 
power beyond any plan heretofore submitted. But he con- 
tended that the augmentation of such power by this plan was 
not near so great as the fifty million Bank bill which these 
same Senators had supporied, and which had received the veto 
oi the President at tie extra session. That bill gave him a 
control of the whole revenues of the nation and fifty millions 
besides. The deposites receivable under this plan are Imited; 
under that they were not. ‘he operations of this plan were 
open to the view and scrutiny of the whole nation. ‘The ope- 
rations of the other were to be as secret as those conducted 
against the victims Jor the torture. It was to be in the prison 
house, and but one eye to wiiness it, and that the eye of the 
President. Its operations were io be assecretas death, but this 
is open to scrutiny. This is repealabie by the representatives 
of the people, aud subject to such modification from time to 
as experience aud its operations might suggest. The bill voted 
tor by those gentlemen, and vetoed by the President, was irre- 
pealable, and irresponsible to the people; for it could not, 
within a period of twenty years, be repealed or proceeded against 
by the people. Whatever might be the abuses by it, and un- 
der 1, and however much it might prove injurious to the coun- 
try, there could be no arrest oi its Operations, but it must pro- 
ceed will the limitation of twenty years in its charter expired. 
It was responsibie to no individual. It also gave the President, 
through the Secretary, the absolute control of the State banks; 
for the banks were to be selected and continued at the option of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, who was subject to remaval by 
the President. Unlimited power was thus given to the Presi- 
dent through the Secretary. Although the Senators on the other 
side wiil not vote for this measure on the ground that it accu- 
mutates power in the hands ot the President, yet was infiinitely 
Jess objecuenable and less obauxious to the charge, than the 
measure they voted for at the extra session. ‘The genteman 
from North Carolina{Mr. Mancum] had painted the picture of 
accumulation of Executive power by this plan most graphically 
—he didit with the talents of a Raphael and a Reubea—but 
he had used anti-Bank anı! Democratic paint. Whea they who 
voted for the fifty miilien Bank, and now oppose this plan, on 
the ground that 1t it increases the power of the Executive, they 
stop at a mole hiil, after having siepped over Pyranees, an 
Alpes, an Andes, even the Himaleh, the highest pinnacie of 
Executive power, No gentleman had stated what he was 
willing to vote for as a compromise. He would state that he 
would take that partof the plan which proposes to safekeep 
and disburse the revenue. That part of the plan was pretty 
much the same in principle as the Sub-Treasury, though it 
was nol so economical, and gave more power to the Executive, 
‘Po that part of the plan, then, though it was not so economical 
as the Sub-Treasury, he would not object, by way of compro- 
mise. fe would vote, by way of compromise, aiso, for ano- 
ther part of the bill, if it was modified to meet his views. Hg 
would vote for au ex nge currency, if the certificates of de~ 
pesite were issued doilar fur dollar for specie deposited in ihe 
bank, He would not vote for any Bank, or Government circu- 
laton, that was not based, dear for oilar, on specie. He 
wonld not vote for any other issues; end he agreed with what 
bad b said by the Senxtor from South Carolina, [Mr. Can- 
‘Senator from Missouri, | Mc. Benron,| approy- 
z Bank of Hamburg. As was welt eaid, that bank had 
been made the specie granary of the world. 

Mr. W. dwelt at much length on the operations of the Bank 
of Amsterdam, which received deposites and issued certificates 
for the amount, which he contended furnished the best ex- 
change currency ihe world ever saw; and argued that if the 


Government could incidentally furnish an exchange currency 
of that description, he would vete for it. He had, at the extra 
session, suggested a plan somewhat similar, based on the sug- 


-gestions of Mr. Jefferson, ina speech, extracts from which he 


read to the Senate, as follows. Mr. Jefferson has told us, in his 
fetter to Mr. Gallatin, in 1803, to be found in the fourth volume 
of his works, page thirteen, m which, after denouncing a Bank 


- of the United States, he advises “an. independent use of our 


own money, holding our own bank in all the deposites iohere 
it is received, and letting the Treasurer give his draft or note 
for payment at any particular place; which, ia a well conducted 
Government, ought tohave as much credit as any private 
draft, or bank note, or bill, and would give us the same facili- 
ties which we derive from the banks.” Here, then, was Mr. 
Jefferson’s system, proposed by him when President, to his Se- 
cretary of the Treasury, in 1803, Let, then, all these receivers 
in all the States, thus placed under the control of Congress, and 
not of the Executive, be permittedto receive on deposite gold 
and silver to the estimated amouut of the pubtic revenues, ins 
cluding the lands from year to year, say twenty-three millions 
of dollars, in sums, say never less than fifty dollars; and when 
this gold and silver 1s deposited with these receivers for the 
legitimate and constitutional purpose of being used in. pay- 
ment of the public dues, and so receivable every where through- 
out the Union, let these receivers give these certificates of de- 
posites of actual specie with them; let them be signed by the 
Treasurer in advance, and to be filled up by the receivers with 
whom the deposite is made, redeemable in specie at the place of 
deposite, and. receivable every where in payment of public dues; 
and Jet them be limited to the amount of revenue, and the 
cheapest exchanges and currency of uniform value would be 
furnished, much better than could be furnished by this Bank, 
and free from the rumous fluctuations and dreadful frauds and 
abuses which were inherent in the banking system, State er Na- 
tional. This, tov, would keep the specie in the country, to 
guard against convulsions, instead of driving it out of it, as was 
done by the banks; it would furnish an exchange currency, 
founded on nò loans of money or discounts in any form, but re- 
presented, dollar tor dollar, by actual specie. Or, if thought 
desirable, the amount thus to be deposited might be limited by 
the Treasurer each year to one-half or one-third of the revenue 
of the preceding year; and, for the remainder of the revenue 
each year, the public creditors, who preferred it to specie, 
might be permitted to receive in payments to them, in sums not 
less than fifty dollars, the bills of the Government, receivable 
everywhere, in payment of public dues; and the drafts of dis. 
bursing officers might also be permitted to circulate as a medium 
ofexchange. This would separate altogether the Government 
from the banks, and the public ‘moneys from the Executive 

ower. Jt would be what Mr. Jeferson called “our own bank 
in all the deposites where it [the public money] was received.” 
A plan had been. after the adjournment of that session, sug- 
gested in the Madisonian, of similar character, which had been 
copied into most of the Democratic prints, particularly in his 
own State, and by Mr. Gouge, in his journal, accompanied by 
high eulogies. Ife thought the plan then suggested by him was 
susceptible of modification, such as could be made useful in re- 
gulating the exchanges. With some improvements he would 
bein savor of that system. ‘In connection with the Sub-Trea- 
sury some plan might he devised. . 

He believed it might be so modified as to leave it optional 
withthe Government creditor either to take specie ora certi- 
ficate for the exact amount which was due him, which can be 
receivable in payment of dues at the custom-house and in pay- 
ment for land, He would have these certificates of a denomi- 
nation as low as fifty dollars. He thought such an operation, 
as connected with deposites at the Mints, would furnish an admi» 
rable exchange. These notes would become billsof exchange, 
would be issued doar for dollar, and would make a good curren- 
cy. He would vote for somesuch plan in conection with the Sub- 
Treasury act. He would nut vote for italone, and he threw out his 
views very briefly for the consideration of the proposed special 
committee, A currency of 20 or $30,000,000 of this kind 
would do more good and have a better effect than $100,- 
000,000 in bank paper. It would facilitate the exchanges 
cheapen them, and be convenient inthe transmission of publi 
dues. 

But in connection with this it would be absolntely necessary 
to have a bankrupt law. -Fhe Bankrupt Jaw was the only ef- 
fectual remedy, at last, that could be devised by the Govern- 
ment ta prevent the circulation of depreciated bank paper, and 
prevent a derangement of the exchanges so far as the currency 
hada bearing on the exchanges, The effect of the legislation 
of Siates upon the subject was confined to the limits ofthe par. 
ticular State legislating, and did not operate on the adjoining 
States. And the banks had such a power over the Legislatures 
of the States, that they could always obtain any indulgence 
they pleased, and thus hold a license to flood the country with 
depreciated paper. Therefore, very Jittle could be effected by 
the States, for the want of concerted action, to prevent the evils 
inthe currency. A law to tax the issues of bank paper, by the 
General Government, would also be useful to restrain the circu- 
lation of the banks and at the same time bring in revenue to the 
Government. The power to levy direct taxes has been frequently 
exercised by the General Government. The Government has the 
power then to restrain them by the exercise of two constitu- 
tional functions, the Bankrupt Jaw, and by layinga direct tax 
on their issues To maintain gold and silver as a standard of 
value was one of the objects for which the Government was 
created. Therefore, to pass a law which would prevent its de» 
struction by the S ates or Sate instituuons, was the right and 
Guty of the Government. He expressed much gratification to 
hear the Senator from Maine abandon the cry. that there was 
such a thing in this country as a union of the purse and sword, 
orthatthere could beso long as the President faithfully executed 
the laws he had sworn todo. Though that Senator and the 
h which he acted had, for political effect, made that 
ge against the Sub- Treasury, he was pleased to find that he 
had abandoned it, No President ever had such power; and if 
he ever attempted its exercise, ner under a2 Bank or Sub- 
Treasury, he would have todo it In violation of law and his ~ 
oath. 

Mr. W. then argued that any plan whether emanating from 
this Goveramert, or any other, which proposes to argument the 
currency beyond the specie of the country, would be disastrous, 
and waseuch as ceuld not receive his support. The only bene- 
fit derivable from a paper currency at all, as was main- 
tained by Adam Smith and Mr. Gallatin, was to make 
up a deficiency which might be created in the currency 
by the temporary withdrawai of specie. He then showed 
the bad effects of a paper currency on the interesig 
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of the country, whether agricultural or manufacturing. 


Hoe also made ‘some interesting calculations showing the ex-. 


pense to the nation of keeping up the present banking system, 
which was enormous, {le contrasted the agricultual and com- 
mercial property of hard money Governments (particularly 
Cuba) with paper money Governments, and showed thatthe 
advantages were greatly ia favor of hard money; that those using 
hard money increased in wealth more rapidly; that labor was 

. better paid, and instanced Cuba, where the common laborer 
received $1 50 per day in specie. He showed, also, that ex- 
changes were cheaper there—exchange between Havana and 
St. Jago de Cuba, a journcy of twelve days around Cape An- 
tonio, being but one-half of one per cent. 

Mr. W’s remarks wiil be published at length hereafter. 

Mr. MERRICK said that it was his desire to say something 
“upon the proposed reference of ihe bill and report of the becre- 
tary of the Treasury, to a select committée, but asthe hour was 
now aslate as the usual hour of adjournment, he would post- 
pone what he had to say until to-morrow, 

And, upon the motion of Mr. MERRICK, 
Executive session, soon after which 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
- ‘Tumspay, January il, 1842. 

The journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

Mr. FILLMORE rose, and inquired of the Speaker what was 
the order of business? 

The SPEAKER said petitions. 

Mr. FILLMORE expressed the hope that the House would 
again postpone that order of business, with a view of enabling 
the House again to go into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union on the Tre&sury note bill. 

Mt. PROFFIT desired io inquire of the Speaker whether 
there was nota special order—a report from the Committeé on 
the Judiciary? 

The SPEAKER (so far as the Reporter could hear) was 
understood to reply, that an order had been given to the 
Committee on the Judiciary by the House to make a re- 
port this day, but that the rules of the House still remained 
auspended, under the order of Friday and Saturday last, for 
the reception of petitions, all the States not having been yet 
called. 

Mr. PROPFIT submitted whether, if the Uduse made a spe- 
cial order—if it decided that a certain question should come up. 
as the report of a committee, and was so imperative as to set the 
the very day on which the report should be made—that was not 
in itself asuspension of the rule giving that particular business 
priority over all others? 

The SPEAKER said that at that time the order to the Com- 

- mittee on the Judiciary was made, the House was acting under 
a suspension of the rule. The orderto the Judiciary Commit- 
tee was made simply by a majority cf the House, and the order 
of two-thirds of the House for the reception of petitions had 
not yet been exhausted. So svon as the balance of the States 
should shave heen called, the special order of the day would 
come up. 

_ [Nors BY THe Reprorter.—The special order here alluded to 
is the report of the Committee on the Judiciary repealing the 
Bankrupt law. 

Mr. JOHN J. FLOYD observed that the suspension of the 
fules for the reception of petitions provided for this very case; 
for it was under the call for petitions that these instructions to 
the Committee oni the Judiciary were moved. It Wasin facta 
part of the proccedings under the suspension that was ordered 
bya vote of two thirds. 

_ Some conversation followed. 

Mr. FILLMORE then said that, as it was very apparent that 
the report of the Committee on the Judiciary could nat be made 
this mornifig, he hoped the House would go into Committee of 
the Whole on the state ofthe Union. 

Mr. FLOYD. said that if the report could not be made the 
House ought to hear the reasons, 

Mr, WARREN spoke briefly un the point of order. 

Mr. FILLMORE inquired, is there any objection to going 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union? y 

AA HENRY, of Pennsylvania, and other members ob- 

jected. 
? Mr. MARSHALL observed, that he presented the petition 
for the repeal of the Bankrupt act, and it was on his motion 
that the call for petitions was suspended, and on his motion that 
the reference was made to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
with instructions. ‘1 he only question was, had the House the 
right to make the order inthe committee. Tf the House had 
such right, the committee had no alternative but to make the 

- reportas directed 

The SPEAKER sa'd that his opinion remained unchanged, 
although he had listened with attention to the remarks of both 
the gentlemen from New York (Mr. FLoyp} and Kentucky, 
(Mr. MARSHALL. } 

And the SPEAKER, briefly restating the case, adhered to his 
decision. SG 

Mr. MARSHALL desired to know whether he was to under- 
stand that the order of the House was nugatory, and that the 
committee was not bound by it? 

The SPEAKER. Notat all: the committee were bound by 
the order of the House, in its order. 

After a few remarks from Mr. BRIGGS, 

Mr, ATHERTON wished to make a suggestion that would 
meet this difficulty that seemed to be presented. He wished 
to know of the Chair if the motion of the gentleman from New 
York to suspend the call for petitions pr-vailed, whether re- 

orts would not then be the first business in order, 

The SPEAKER replicd, that if the motion prevaiied, the 
gentleman from New York would then have the right to move 
to gointo Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. ATHERTON. But the House could vote down the mo- 
tion, and then would not reports be first in order? 

The SPEAKER. Undoubtedly they wouid, 

Mr. MARSHALL appealed from the decision of the Chair, 
on the ground, he said, that, under a special order of the House, 
the report ought to be made this day, and that it had priority 
over all. other business. 

‘and Mr. M. moved the previous question on the appeal. 

Mr. HOLMES asked Mr. M. to withdraw the motion for the 
previous question. 

Mr. MARSHALL said if he did so, it would lead to intermi- 
nable debate. He must, therefore, decline. 

The question on seconding the demand for the previous ques- 

-tion was then taken, and decided m the affirmative without a 

<: division, ; 


the Senate went into 


So there was a second, g 
And the main question was ordered to be now taken. 

„Mr. GRANGER asked the yeas and nays on the main ques- 
tion, (ive. the appeal;) which were-ordered. 

Mr. CUSHING asked the Speaker to state the question. ~ 

- The SPEAKER said that the Chair had this morning decided 
that, under the suspension of the rule of Friday last, the regular 
business in order was the reception of petitions—that order not 
having yet been exhausted, the State of Kentucky only having 
been reached in the call. On Saturday last, under the suspen- 
sien, instructions were given to a committee connected witha 
certain petition, and a special report thereon was ordered to be 


the House. The Chair decided that ‘hat was not the regular 
order of business this morning, but that it was proper to pro- 
ceed with a call of the States for petitions, under the suspension 
of Friday last, until that order had been fulfilled and discharged 
by completing the call of the States. From this. decision the 
gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. MARSHALL] had appealed; and 
the question was on the appeal. - > 

After an inquiry by Mr. ADAMS, 
porter)— i 
_ The question, “Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the 
judgment of the House?” was taken, and decided in the affir- 
mative as follows: 

VEAS—Messrs. Adams, Landaff W. Andrews, S, J An- 
drews, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Barton, B:diack, Birdseye, 
Blair, Boardman, Borden, Botts, Brewster, Briggs, Brockway, 
Miltoa Brown, Burnell, Patrick C. Caldwell, Calhoun, Childs, 
Chittendermg John ©. Clark, S. N. Clarke, Cooper, Cowen, 
Cranston, Cravens, Cushing, G. Davis, Deberry, John Edwards, 
Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, Charles A. Floyd, A. L. Foster, 
Gamble, Gates, Giddings. P. G. Goode, Gordon, Graham, 
Granger, Green, Gwinn, Habersham, Hail, Halsted, Wiliam S, 
Hastings, Henry, Howard, Hudson, Hunt, J. R. Ingersoll, James 
Irvin, W. W. Irwin, James, Wm. Cost Johnson, John P. 
Kennedy, Lane, Lawrence, Linn, McKeon, Samson Mason, 
Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Meriwether, Moore, 
Morrow, Osborne, Owsley, Partridge, Pearce, Pendleton, 
Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, Randolph, Ridgway, Riggs, Rod. 
ney, William Russell, J. M. Russeil, Saltonstall, Shepperd, 
Simonton, Truman Smith, Sprigg, Stanly, Stokely, Stratton, 
John T, Stuart, Summers, Taliaferro, John B. Thompson, 
Richard W. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Tillinghast, 'To- 
land, Tomlinson, ‘Trumbull, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, 
Warren, Washington, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, 
Joseph L. Williams, Winthrop, Wise, Wood, Yorke, Avgustis 
Young, and John Young—117. 

NAYS—Messrs. Arnold, Arrington, Atherton, Boyd, Aaron 
V. Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, Sampson H. Butler, Wil- 
liam Butler, William O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Wm. 
B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Cary, Casey, 
Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, © i 
Doan, Doig, Eastman, John C. 
G. Floyd, Thomas F. Foster, Ge 
O. Goode, Gustine, Harris, Join Ha 
kins, Houck, Hubaerd, Charles J. Inger 
son, John W. Jones, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, King, Lewis, 
Lowell, Abraham McClellan, Robert McClellan, McKay, 
Marchand, thomas F. Marshall, John Thompson Mason, 
Matthews, Medi}, Miller, Morris, Parmenter, Payne, Piumer, 
Pope, Profit, Reding, Reynolds, Rhett, Roosevelt, Sanford, 
Saunders, Shaw, Snyder, Steenrod, Swerey, Turney, Van 
Buren, Wallace, Wattersen, Weller, Westbrook, James W, 
Wiiliams, and ©. H. Williams—84. 

So the decision of the Chair was affirmed. 

Mr. FILLMORE then inquired of the Craig whether his mo- 
tion to postpone the recedtion of petitions for the purpose of 
going into Committee of the Whole on the Siate of the Union 
was not now in order? 

Mr. ATHERTON intimated to Mr. Firumors that if he | Mr. 
F.} would vary his motion so as to'make ita motion to postpone 
generally, he (Mr. A.) wouid vote for it. 

Mr. FILLMORE said, if he undeistood correctly, if the post- 
ponement prevailed, it would still be in the power of a majority 
Y refuse togo into Cominittee of the Whole on the state of the 

nion? 

The SPEAKER replied in the afirmative. 


(not heard by the Re- 


, John 


! My. FILLMORE said that was all he desired. He felt it his 


duty to submit the motion indicated. 

The SPEAKER said that a vote of two-thires would be,re- 
quired to postpone; and then the House could determine what 
course of business should be adopted. 

Mr. HENRY rose and objected to the motion of Mr. FILL- 
wor. He (Mr. H.) wished an opportunity to present peti- 
uons. 

The SPEAKER said the question must be taken on the mo- 
tion of the genieman irom New York, { Mx. Pirimorg,] to post- 
pone the reception of petit 5 which motion, however, the 
SPEAKER repeated, would xequire a vote of two-thirds. 

Mr. GAMBLE asked the yeas and nays on My. FILLMORE'S 
motion; which were ordered, and, being taken, resulted as fol- 


n rown, 
Charles Brown, Butler, Green .W. 
Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, Calkoun, Jobn Campbell, 
Thos. J. Campbell, Cary, Casey, Chapman, Childs, John £ 

, Staley N. Clarke, Clifford, Cowen, Cra: Ciavers, 
ing, Daniel, Garrett , Richard D. Davis, John Ed- 
wards, Jobn C. Edwards, Eg 
Foster, Thomas F. Foster, Gam 
G. Goode, William O Goode, G 
sham, Hah, Halsted, John Hast 
Hubard, Hudson, Hunter, Fani Ci 
l. Ingersoll, James Irvin, Wm. W. Ir 
W. Jones, Keim, John P. Kennedy 
Logell. Abrabam McClellan, Robert MeCleilan, Me 
Marshall, Th hall. Say 


ii nek, 
J. Ingersolj, Joseph 
, Cave Johnson, John 
Lave, Lewis, Linn, 
„Al 


Russell, 


| Rhett, Ride 


U, Sanfurd, Saunders, Shields, 
Truman Smith, Sollers, Sprigg, “tanly, Steenrod, Stokety, 
Stratton, Alexander H. H. Sinart. Sommers. Sweney, Talia- 
ferro, Joha B. Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, Jacob 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, tomlinson, Trumbuli, Fur- 
ney, Underwood, Van Buren, Wallace, Washington, Wat- 


James M. Russell, Saito 


mae on this day by that committee—ordered by a majority of 


, Richard D. Davis, Dean, — 


terson, Weller, Thomas ‘W.- Williams, James W.: 
Lewis Williams, Joseph E. Wiliams, Winthrop, 
Yorke, Augustus Young, and John Young—-15ls = Fes, 

NAYS—Messrs. Babcock, Bidiack, Milton. Brown, Burke, 
William Butler, Wm. O. Butler, Caruthers, Chittenden, Cline 
ton, Dawson, Dean, Deberry, Doan, Eastman, Everett, Ferris, 
John G, Floyd, Ch. A. Floyd, Goggin, Gordon; Green; Gus- 
tine, Henry, Holmes, Howard, Jack, James, -Wiliam Cost 
Jehnson, Andrew Kennedy, Lawrence, McKeon, Marchand, 
Mathews, Medill; Moore, Newhard, Owsley, Ramsey, Rey- 
nolds, Riggs, Rodney, Shaw, Shepperd, Simonton: Witiam 
Smith, Snyder, Van Rensselaer, Ward, Warren, Westbrook, 
C.H. Williams, and Wood—53. ae g 

So-twe thirds voting therefor; the motion to pospone was 
agreed to. ` i se Pa Se 

Mr. FILLMORE then moved that the House resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, “ 

Mr. ATHERTON asked the yeas and nays on that motion; 
which were ordered. and, after some conversation, were taken, 
and decided in the affirmative, as follows: i vy 

YEAS—Messia, Adams, Landaff W. Andrews, Sherlock J. 
Andrews, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Barton, Birdseye, Blair, 
Boardman, Borden, Bous, Brockway, Bronson, Burnell, Cal- 
hoan, Casey, Childe, Chittendei, John C.. Clark, Staley N. - 
Clarke, Cranston, Cravens, Cushing, Garrett Davis, Deberry, 
John Edwards, Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, A. Lawrence Fos- 
ter, T. F. Foster, Gamble, Gates, Giddings, Patrick G, Goode, 
Graham, Granger, Gwin, Habersham, Hall, Halsted, William 
S. Hastings, Hays, Howard, Hudson, Hunt, J. R. Ingersoll, 
James Irvin, Wm. W. Irwin, James, William Cost Johnson; I 
D. Jones, J. P. Kennedy, King, Lane, Lawrence, Linn, Samson 
Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Meriwether, 
Morris, Morrow, Osborne, Pierce, Pendleton, Powell; Ramsey, 
Benjamin Randall, Randolph, Ridgway, Rodney, Wm: Rus- 
sell, J. M. Russell, Saltonstall, Simonton, T. Smith, Stokely, 
Stratton, Alexander H. H. Stuart, John T. Stuart, Summers, 
Taliaferro, Jehn B: ‘Thompson, R. W; Thompson, Jacob 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland; Tomlinson, Trumbull, Un- 
derwood, Van Rensselaer, Wallace. Warren, Washington, 
Westbrook, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis. Willioms, Joseph 
L. Williams, Winthrop, Yorke, Augustus Young, and John 


Young—-106. . 
NAVS—Messrs. Amold, Atherton, Beeson, Bidlack, Boyd, 


` Brewster A. V. Brown, Milton Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, 


Samson H. Butler, Wm. Buter, William O, Butler, Green W. 
Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, John Campbell, William B. 
Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Cary, Chapman, 
Clifford, Clinton, Cooper, Cross, Richard D, Davis, Dawson, 
Dean, Doan, Doig, Eastman, John C. Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, 
John G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Forniance, Gentry, Gilmer, 
Goggin, William O. Goode, Gordon, Green, Gustine, Harris, 
John Hastings, Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, 
Hunter, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jack, Cave Johnson, John W, 
Jones, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Lewis, Lowell, Abrahanr 
McClellan, Robert McClellan, McKay, McKeon, Marchand, 
Alfred Marshall, Thomas T. Marshall, John T. Mason, Ma- 
thews, Medill, Miller, Newhard, Owsiey, Parmenter, Partridge, 
Payne, Plumer, Pope, Profit, Reding, Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, 
Sanford, Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, Shields, Wm., Smith, Sny- 
der, Sprigg, Stanly, Steenrod, Sumter, Sweney, Turney, Yan 
Buren, Ward, Watterson, Weller, Jawes W. Williams, ©. 
Williams, and Wise—103. 3 

So the motion was agreed to. 

TREASURY NOTE BILL, : 

So the Mouse resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
the State of the Union, (Mr. Hopkins of Virginia in the chair 
and resumed the consideration of House bill No. 67, being thi 
“pill to authorize an issue of Treasury Notes > 

Mr. UNDERWOOD was entitfed ‘to the floor, and spoke in 
fayor of the bill, for the reasons stated, in substance, below: 

For the first few sentences, Mr. U, was very imperfectly 
heard, owing to the confusion mihe House, but he was under- 
stood to disclaim any intention of entering into a discussion in 
relation to the President’s political amours, or to go into the in- 
quiry, whether he had been divorced from a very chaste and 
amiable old dame, known under the appellation of Whig. 

Mr. FILLMORE here rose, and expressed the hope that the 
Chair would bring the House to order. He (Mr. E.) could not 
hear a, word that was said by the gentleman from Kentucky, 
{Mr. UnpErwoop.} 

‘After something like order had been restored— 

Mr. UNDERWOOD proceeded with his remarks. 

These things (he conunued) were not well suited to his cha- 
racter of mind. But he had noticed, since he had been a mem- 
ber of Congress, there were a species of topics which, above all 
others, excited attention here, and not enly here, but they 
seemed to have taken possession of the. public mind, and to ex- 
cite more attention than any o:her matters that could be intro- 
duced as topics of conversation or debate. He hoped to see the 
day arrive when, by a fundamental amendment of the organic 
Jaw, this state of thimgs would be done away with, and when 
public men would be made working men, instead of electioneer- 
ing men. 

Tie was one of those who voted in favor of the loan bill, and 
who was also in favor of changing thesystem which hed. been 
adepted at the extra session of 1637 of issuing Treasury notes. 
He now preferred the horrowing of money and the paying our 
debts, to the issuing of evidence of debis or obligations binding. 
us to pay ai ture day. The creditors of the Government 
, ed, whenever their demands came'due, by an 
actual payment, ard not a promise to pay. That was honest 
on the part of individuals—znd what was honest as to individu- 
als was soas (o Government, The same morality which go- 
verned the conduct of a man with bis fellow-man, ought to be 
observed by States and nations in their contracts, dealings, and 
transactions with subjects or citizens. . 

Bet suppose an individual bad noe means to pay—what did 
honesty require of him? At least chat he shovld acknowledge 
the debt, and promise to pay—and in as short time as he could 
command the means fa do 80. , 

Now, the issue of Treasury notes had sometimes been at- 
tacked here by members on the gr and of unconstiftitionality. 
On that point he had never en ained any scruples. What 
wasa Treasury note? Nothing bu he promise of the Govern- 
ment to pay @ note to the helder or È lividual to whom jt might 
he given. - That was all. Ifthis Government oweda debt, might 
it not acknowledge it byan cbligution in writing, as weil as tet 
it remaina mere parol contract or implied assumpsit in under- 
taking to day it? Where was the difference in point of law, of 
morality, or constitution? He could see none. And he would 
thank gentlemen to explain where.n the real difference existed, 
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ifthere was any, . Upon constitutional grounds, he repeated, he 
never had had any difficulty on the subject of issuing. Treisury 
notes. : ; 

But the mere issuing of Treasury notes in behalf of those 
who had claims against the Government, and the issuing of pa- 
per to circulate. as. money—a Continental paper, irredeema- 

le—might be very widely different things. If Government 
issued a Treasury note in behalf of a man to whom it owed a 
debt, and allowed it to:be transferable by assignment, the Go- 
Yernment was not responsible for the use the individual might 
make of it.. If he chose, on his own acconnt, to pass It to ano- 
ther, Government-was not responsible. But if Government 
issued irredeemable paper, to circulate as money, then currency 
Was its object; and then there was a distinction in the two 
cases which, itseemedto him, must be clear to every mind. 
He,. therefore, had no difficulty issuing Treasury notes in 
bebar of the creditors of the Government, andin the marmer 
plated, 

Tf, then, there was no constitutional objection to the issuing of 
Treasury notea, the only remaining question was whether the 
condition of the country was such as to require the issue pro- 
posed by the Committee of Ways and Means. Asto the wants 
-Of the Treasury, they were too obvious to require argument, 
Could they be supplied by aloan? If they could, he should pre- 
fer ıt. But the officers of the Government said that the effort 
had been made, and that the object could not be accomplished; 
and the information of those who had made private inquiries 
presenied the same fact. Money could not be obtained at six 
percent. Congress must, ‘therefore, give more than six per 
cent. to secure a loan, ‘ora resort must he had to Treasury 
notes—and thereby give to tne creditors of the Government 
something which would relieve them in the circumstances in 
which they were placed. The only question, therefore, 
- Was, Weuld the Government give more than six per cent. 
on a loan, or would it issue Treasury notes? Messrs. 
Prime, Ward and King had given information, through a 
letter which had yesterday been read to the House, that if 
Government would raise the amount ofinterestand extend the 
time during which the Jean had torun, capitalists might be 
found that would farnish tie money. Seven per cent. was the 
legal rate of interestin the State of New York and in two or 
three other States of the Union. . But twenty-two of the States 
had fixed the legal rate of interest at six per cent. And 
the legal rate, as fixed by the Government itself: here, was 
six per cent: He was against enlarging the rate. le was 
against selling a precedent by which, even in timeslike these, 
the Government would offer for the use of money more than 
Rix per Cent. Tle thought, after much experience, and having 
nad much dealing with the affairs of men, that six percent. 
wasa better interest, a higher profiton capital, than most men 
could make in any other branch of business, taking ali things 
together, year after year, and age atter age. And, as had been 
very correctly remarked by another gentleman, if the example 
‘was set ofborrowing monoy at 7 per cent. by this Government, 
the effect would be to depress still farther the stocks of the 
States, none of which borrowed money at a higher rate than 6 
per cent. A number of them had borrowed money at 5 per cent. 
Kentucky, in her smali loans, had done so, and a friend near 
him informed him that most of the loans of the State of Penn- 
sylvania were negotiated at 5 per cent. Ifthe Government of 
the United States went into the market and showed the world, 
‘by, its loans, that it raised the rate of interest from 6 to 7 per 
Cent. the effect at once would be to operate on the credit which 
the stocks of the States now had, and to reduce them still 
further. Was ita just policy to do this? Mr, U. argued that 
it was not, and expyessedthe hope that it would not bere- 
sorted to. 

Weil, if the Government would not borrow money at 7 per 
cent, because of the danger of the precedent and the badness 
‘of the policy, and if money was not to be got at 6 per cent. what 
was our condition? The: Treasury must remain unsupplied 
‘unless a resort was had: to Treasury notes, This result was 
Inevitable, 

But how ought these notes to be issued? And how ought 
they to be managed and disposed of after they were issued? 
His great object in rising had been to call theattention of the 
committee to this subject, and to propose an amendment, 
which, before he took his seat, he would do, and which he 
hoped would be adopted, 

Heretofore under the systern of 1837, according to letters re- 
ceived from private individuals and the arguments made use 
othere, the Secretary of the Treasury had been in the habit of 
taking large amounts of Treasury notes authorized to be issued 
under former acts, and going into the market and making con- 
tracts with the banks upon the moneys placed on deposite in 
those banks. In fact, it had amounted to a sale of Treasury 
notes lo the banks. A hundred thousand dollars (say) of Trea- 
sury notes were taken and deposited in a bank, with the under- 
standing that, from that day, intere tshould run on those notes 
in favor of the bank, and the Government thereby acquired the 
right of checking for the amount of them as sie stood in need 
of them, with a private understanding that not more than one- 
half (Mr. U, was understood to say) should be checked for 
within the first three months, three-fourths within the next three 
months, and probably at the end of nine or twelve months the 
balance might be checked ior. The effect was, that the Govern- 
ment paid interest while the banks were holding these sums of 
money, and merely paying them out month after month in 
smaller amounts than they received on deposite. At the last 

C he recollected to have addressed some remarks ofa 
acter similar to there to the then chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, (Mr. Jones,] and to have read 
aleuer which 2 gentleman from Rhode Island had put into 
his (Mr. U’s) hands, stating that this practice prevailed ex- 
tensively, though the gentemas from Virginia seemed to think 
that the practice was not so extensive as the letter indicated, 
But every one could see whether the information was true or 
not hny one could see that the practice might prevail, if it was 
the pleasure of the Secretary of the Treasury to play such a 
game. Now he (Mr. U. did not wish the officers of the Go- 
verninent to take the Treasury of tue Government, and make it 
the subject of barter, in the shape of Treasury notes, between 
the banks and the Government. Ifsome!prohibition were not 
put upon it, favors might be extended to banks under this sys: 
tem. His object was to confine the issue of Treasury notes to 
individual creditors of the Government alune. The Govern- 
ment would thus be relieved from the necessity of going to mar- 
ket, and issuing these Treasury notes as a means ofraising mo- 
ney. 

The pensioners ofthe United States were now paid in paper. 
He knew the fact personally. {Mr. U, gave an instance coming 


within. his own obsefvation.} The Government, Mr. U. con- 
tended, should give its creditor its own note, and pay that note 
as soon as it could. If he lost some little in transferring it to 
another the Government couldnothelp it. It wasan advantage 
to him, atany rate, to get the note. : ` 

Mr. WARREN (addressing his remarks to Mr. Unperwoop) 
was understood to inquirein what respect the Treasury notes 
and notes of private individuals differed? . 

Mr, UNDERWOCD. By the issuc of Treasury notes, the 
debt was liquidated, and the ‘atnount of claims upon the Go- 
vernment fixed; and the Government has acknowledged its lia- 
bility. But he was going on to answer what be conceived to be 
an erroneous position on the part of his colleague, {Mr. Mar- 
SHALL, | who spoke yesterday. The advantage to the individual 
holder of Treasury notes consisted in the negotiability of ‘those 
notes, and in the further fact, that by making them receivable 
for all public dues, you give an immediate value to them, which 
you cannot give to the mere holder ofscrip, because you cannot 
take this in immediate payment at the custom house or in pay- 
ment for lands, Treasury notes also enter into the circulation 
of the country. and to that extent may operate in relieving the 


- country from the present pressure, extending from one end of 


it to the other. Itseemed to him, then, that there was no ob- 
jection to. issuing Treasury. notes on constitutional grounds—. 
that they were preferable to merely funding a debt, and that 
they operated as a currency. Whether the practice of deposit- 
ing hundreds of :housands of dollars of these notes with the 
banks, and raising funds on the deposites, ought to be prohibited 
or not, would be decided by the rejection or adoption of his 
amendment, which would limit the issuing of these @otes to the 
creditors of Government alone, and do away with this, as he con- 
sidered, objectionable practice. He then offered the_ following 
amendment, which was read by the Clerk: 

Be it further enacted, That the notes issued under the autho- 
rity of this act shall not be sold or pledged by the Treasury, or 
any other Department, for the purpose of raising specie, or 
other funds, but shall be issued alone in favor of the creditor of 
the Government. 

Mr. GAMBLE said he had only a few remarks to make on 
this question. If they could visitthe sinner with the inconve- 
niencesin producing which he had been the instrument, and 
which the creditor was now subject to, he might oppose the 
passage of this bill. But, inasmuch as the innocent has to suf. 
fer forthe gnilty, he could not give his consent to oppose the 
bill. Ie had looked a jittle into the history of the Treasury 
note operation, and he had found that it was a miserable expe- 
dient tosupply a paper currency; that it had never been re- 
sorted to by this}Government, except in the absence of a Bank 
of the United States, and to supply the currency which was 
withdrawn by the non-existence of a bank What was the 
history of the Treasury note system? Yn 1811 the okl Bank of 
the United States ceased to exist. Immediately afterwards, in 
1512, was the first issue of Treasury notes, uniter the authority 
of the Government of the United States. In 1813 again it was 
authorized, and also in 1814 and 1815. The excuse offered. at 
this time for their issue was the embarrassed condition of the 
country. We were engaged in a war with the most powerful 
nation onearth. The whole sources of revenue were dried up, 
so that we could neither get money by revenue nor by Joan. 
The Government was obliged to resort to thé expedient of 
Treasury notes. Assoonas the Bank of the United States went 
into operation we hear nothing more of the Treasury note sys- 
tem. In 1836, the bank expired by its ownoperation. Although 
in a state of profound peace with the whole world, and pros- 
perousin every branch of business, in 1837 they found the Go- 
vernment, at the extra session of Congress, resorting again to 
this expedient of issuing Treasury notes. And for what pur- 
pose? To produce a circulation and relieve the country from 
the embarrassment into which it had been thrown by a mise- 
rable bungling administration. In 1837, again in 1838, 1839, 
and 1840, they found the Government still resorting to 
this expedient. The public wants must be supplied, not in the 
old way, not by coming up manfully and going back to the old 
system, in which all branches of business went on so well, but 
by resorting avain to the miserable expedient of issuing Trea- 
sury notes. This system had been condemned by the opponents 
of the late Administration, and it argued but little consistency 
of that party to come in now toits support. He believed it to 
be injurious to the interes'sof the whole country. And so long 
as Congress lent its aid to such a system, they would never 
have a betterone. There were only one or two reasons which 
bad operated on his mind to induce him to give this bill his sup- 
port. The credit of the nation is prostrate; the innocent credit- 
ors are now suffering from the plunder of those wholiave been 
in power. National'sins must in some measure be followed by 
national inconvenience and suffering; fand if they could make 
those suffer who had been the prime movers in this system un- 
der which we now labored, he would go heart and hand to 
bring them to the rack. But that they could notdo. Who were 
the sufferers now? Were they those in power; those who con- 
tro’ the destinies of this great nation? . No; it was the poor max 
who depends for his support upen his labor and industry, He 
must be the sufferer if they postponed the operation of this bil] 
~a bil which would give immediate relief to his sufferings, 
And while the bill wasso gu ded in its Operation that it was 
to expire as soon as the Loan bill—which was the good old 
fashioned plan that should ever be resorted ta—went into opera- 
tion, yet it would be productive of temporary relief. He wowa 
vote for it under no other circumsiances The partof the bill 
which induced him to give his support was this: 

“Provided, That the authority hereby given to issue Trea- 
sury notes shall cease and determine as soonasthe loan autho- 
rized by the actof July 21, 1841, or which may be autho. 
rized by any other act, shall be negotiatedand rendered avai- 
liable.’ 

This country was suffering. Should they withhold support 
from those who were entitled, not to the money, but to the jus. 
tice of this country, because they could not adopt a measure of 
relieving their wants which they would elect? Should they de- 


lay? A delay of justice was very frequently a denial of justice 
The Government was embarrassed—it had not the immediate 
means of raising money. They were well advertised of this 
fact—it could not be denied. Should they, then, deny this boon, 
now asked to relieve the immediate wants of the creditors of 
Government—the issue of Treasury notes—which, as the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky {Mr. UnpERwoop] had remarked, are 
used for the double purpose of a loan anda currency, and 
would supply the need of those in want until this Congress could 
pass a law by the operation ef which this bill should be sus- 
pended? He would not vote for the bill ifit were not limited as 
it is by the proviso. He should be unwilling to raise the rate of 


interest higher than six per cent. Upwards of $200,000,000 
had been borrowed hy the States at a rate not nigher than 
six per cent.—most of it at-five per cent. Should it be said 
that the creditof the Government was at a lower standard than 
that of the States? By giving a little time, if the money 
could not be obtained in the United States, it conld be pro- 
cured abroad, and at a rate of interest not higher, perhaps, than 
five per cent. $ i 

In looking back at the operation of the Treasury note sys- 
tem, he found that six per cent. had been the highest rate of 
interest eyer allowed either in time of war or peace. He would 
be unwilling to give a higher rate than that. There could be 
no danger of sustaining any loss, more especially when the cre- 
ditor of the Government could take these Treasury notes, which 
are receivable for public dues. For these reasons he should 
vote forthe passage of the bill, the operation of which would, 
be ‘terminated as soon as the loan bill went into effect, by’ 
means of which those atthe head ot the Administration might 
get money abroad, and stop the miserable system of Treasury 


notes, 

Mr. FESSENDEN next obtained the floor, but gave way for 
amoment to . 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia, who inquired if the amendment of 
the gentleman from Kentucky were not now before the commit- 
tee, and suggested that they had better dispose of the amend- 
ment before the bill was further debated. i : 

Mr. FESSENDEN said he supposed the merits of the bill 
were now open for consideration, although the amendment 
was pending. Many gentlemen, he continued, who had ad- 
dressed the committee on thissubject, seemed to go on the sup- 
position that every Whig in the House, by previous action, 
had pledged himself against this bill. He intended to vote 
for the bill; he did not consider #hat, either as an individual 
or as a member of the Whig party, he was pledged in any 
way to vote against the bill. All would judge for them- 
selves; but with regard to himself, he would say, that never 
since the Treasury note system had been presented to the 
country had he placed himself in such a position before his 
constituents, or any individual, that he could not consistently 
vote for a bill of this description, when he believed it necessary 
and expedient, Had he been a member of Congress at the 
extra session of 1837, he should have voted-for the issuing of 
Treasury notes at that time, but should not have supported 
other subsequént laws on this subject. As a Whig, he did 
not conceive that he or any Whig was necessarily compelled 
tv vote against a bill of this description. Ifany had voted 
against the isue oi Treasury notes on constitutional grounds, or 
if any were opposed to’ it from principle in all cases, they, of 
course, could not adopt the course which he intended to pursue. 
But, with regard to this, much the largest part who opposed 
Treasury notes had done it on the ground tat they were im- 
proper under the circumstances, and were not bound by their 
former course any further than such circumstances now ex- 
isted, He had insisted stenvously against Treasury notes, as 
they had been issued, and held that they were wrong and un- 
necessary, and had been carried too far. And having thus con- 
tended, he wished to give some reasons why he should now 
support this bill. ; 

He would have voted for the bill of 1837. We were then in 
avery peculiar position. We had not money enough that we 
could use, but we had funds enough that we believed would 
soon be available. ‘LhisGovernment was then.comparatively 
rich. There was every probability that in a short period this 
Government would have funds. Would it have been wise, 
then, he asked, to have saddled upon this country a loan which 
would have to run for a considerable time?’ He apprehended 
not; but that, in such circumstances, and as a mere 
temporary measure, the issue of Treasury notes might 
be proper. He believed it was proper at that time. What he 
objected to was, that ithad been followed up as a system, after 
it was discovered that there was and would be a permanent de- 
ficiency in the revenue, and that the party then in power should 
have gone on, as they did go, increasing the Treasury notes, 
and exposing the country to all the hazards of such a system, 
which was a deceptive plan, calculated to cheat the people of 
this country, and ta keep them in ignorance of the true state of 
thejr affairs, 

It was not the power, but the continuation of the power, that 
hehadopposed. Could they be chargeable, then, ander the 
present state of things, with inconsistency in supporting the 
bill under consideration? Hehad no constitutional difficulties 
on the subject. He was what the gentleman from -Virginia 
would call a Jatitudinarian in constitutional matters. Heheld 
that the power 0; issuing Treasury notes existed because it was 
not prohibited in the Constitution, and because it was “ neces- 
sary and proper,” or might be, under some circumstances, to 
carry on the Government. But more than this, By the Con- 
stitution, Congress has the power to pay the debts ‘of the Go- 
vernment. ‘fhe time might exist, it did row, when we had 
none ofthe universal medium, as the gentleman from Kentucky 
called it; andshould we not, then, pay our debts as we could? 
Suppose we were at war with Great Britain, and that we had 
no money, and could borrow none, would gentlemen say it was 
unconstitutional to issue Treasury notes to procure the means 
of carrying on the war, because the Constitution had not given 
the power in totidem verbis of issuing Treasury notes?’ He 
apprehended there would be no difficulty about it. In that 
case, when we have no money, and cannot procure the legal 
constitutional currency to pay our debts, when the public cre- 
ditors are cailing for their dues, they not only had the power, 
but stood bound to use the means to discharge, as far as they 
might, the debts against the Government, 

Phe gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Cooper] had argued 
that it would be a good thing that the Government should voffer 
a little, that they might kuow how the people had felt. If the 
Government cuuld confine the suffering to itself, as an individu- 
al, he (Mr, F.) allowed that it might be proper; but were they 
not heaping more suffering on the people—not only the indivi- 
dual creditor, but on the people generally—by continuing this 
state of things? The consequence of it would be, that our mili- 
tary and naval operations must cease, and that the Government 
contracts must be put an end to, and additional suffering be 
heaped upon the people. If the Government resorted to the 
mode of raising the interest and obtaining loans in our own 
market, it would take so much money out of circulation ; 
whereas if they put Treasury notes into the market, they be- 
come, in fact, a circulating medium, and go thus far fo re- 
leive the people from their burdens. He would not resort to 
Treasury notes asa a circulating. medium; but nevertheless, 
when they had been issued for proper purposes, could there 
be the slightest objection to their being put inte circulation to 


relieve the people? Certainly not. They were not responsi- 
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bie, as the gentleman from Kentucxy [Mr. Unperwoop] had 
said, for the use that was made of the Treasury notes; and, 
on any ground, could feel no difficulty with regard to the cir 

culation which grows up under the ‘object for which they 
were issued. 

__This was not a question between a loan and Treasury notes; 
if it were, he would go fora loan. But it was too late for that. 
They knew they could not borrow money at the usual rate of 
interest. The gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. MARSHALL] had 
proposed that they should raise the rate of interest to seven per 
cent, on bonds, rather than that they should defraud public 
creditors: If it necessarily followed that the creditors must be 
defrauded, the argument would be a strong one; but they had no 
proof that Treasury notes would necessarily be at a discount. 
And, if it were so, it would be very easy to increase the interest 
on -the-Treasury notes, instead of borrowing money for along 
time. Gentlemen had admitted that, if we borrow on bond, we 
must borrow fora longer time than is required for the wants og 
Government, and that the debt must continue long after the 
necessity for it had ceased to exist. Whereas was it not better 
to issue Treasury notes, to continue only for the time required 
by the wants of the Government? Fe would resort toa Joan 
under equal circumstances; but if a necessity existed that we 
must pay more interest than we had been in the habit of paying, 
he preferred that it should be paid for a short time, rather than 
for along time. That we were without the power of raising mo- 
ney on aloan at six per cent. in this country, he took for granted 
from the evidence before the House. And, also, that we must 
resort to a loan, to extend to ten ycars at seven per cent. or re- 


-gort to Treasury notes for a short time. What did gentlemen in- 


tend? To stand still and do nothing, saying that we cannot 
borrow this money, and that they are opposed to the issuing of 
Treasury notes, and are committed against it, and will there- 
fore do nothing for the relief of the Government and its credi- 
tors, and will let the wheels of Government stop? Ele was not 
so committed. He conceived this to he a necessity which would 
induce him to exercise any power of the Constitution, although 
dangerous, and trust to this Congress, and other Congresses 
which should succeed, to see that this power is not abused. 
One thing must be considered, how long this state of things was 
to continue. Gentlemen might say, that if we begin now the 
practice ofthis system we may goon while we are in power 


(and ‘he was afraid that would be a very short time) and afford 


a precedent to others. This might be so; but ought they not to 
think something of the means to be taken to redeem the Trea- 
sury dotes hereafter, and get out of this state of things? How 
have we got into ii! This was answered very weil by the gen- 
tleman from Georgia, |My. Gamsce,] but he would ask him 
and others, if there was any other mode by which we could re- 
Jieve ourselves from this difficulty, if we should not resort to 
the constitutional mode of raising revenue, on more liberal and 
enlightened principles than, he was sorry to say, had been ex» 
hibited in this Hall? Ought they, when the expenditures of 
Government could not probably be reduced to a great degree, 
and when the debts of Government were increasing, when- 
ever a proposition was brought into this Hall speaking of the 
tariff, and of the legal mode of raising revenue, to sound the 
alarm, as if the rights and liberties of the whole country were 
in danger? Yet this was the course. The moment the word 
tariff was mentioned in this hall, al‘yhough it was known that 
the Treasury was empty, gentiemen seemed to be âs much 
alarmed as if the proposition were brought in to overturn 
the Government of the United States, Was it not time to begin 


, Some system inorder to raise revenue? or should they con- 
tinue to carry out the miserable policy which had been pur- 


. when gentlemen on that sic 


- probation of the Democratic party—this measure, aga 


sued in former years? 

He had said something about the probability that we could 
not much reduce the expenditures of Government, and this re- 
mark had excited a smile from some gentlemen. He thought 
the expenditures might be reduced. Lut when he spoke of 
the probability that they would not be much reduced, he spoke 
of economy-—a proper economy—the saving of money from the 
sort of expenditure to which it had heretofore been applied, 
and expending it on those great interests of the country that we 
are bound to protect. g 

In closing, he would say, ifgentlemen were willing to take 


the responsibility of seeing the operations of Government sus- 


pended by withholding supplies, he was not willing to go with 
them. Should they stop, and not provide means to meet the 
pres ng demands ofthe Treasury, because they were commit- 
ted, or imagined themselves 0 be committed, against this duc- 
trine? He could not hold a doctrine of this deseription. Were 
he more committed than was the case against the issue of 
Treasury notes, believing that the constitutional power exists, 
and that this course must be taken, or that the wheels of 
Government must stop, he would vote for une passage of this 
bill. i 

Mr. DEAN of Ohio observed that when the motion was made 
for laying this bill upon tbe table, he had voted in favorof it, 
and it might be necessary and proper that he sbould briefly 
state the reasons which had icd to that vote, since it was per- 
fectly weli known, wherever he was himself known, that he was 
in favor ofthesystem of Treasury notes, whenever such an 
emergency occurred as rendered it necessary to resort fo them. 
The system ought to have been pursued long ago, andif it had 
been, it would have prevented many 3f those disastrous results 
which were now presented by our public affairs. The bil in 
its present shape contained objectionable features, which would 
prevent him from giving it his support. He regretted that the 
amendment offered hy his colleague should have bees decided 
py the Chair to be out of order. For had the principle con- 
tained in that amendment been Incorporated in the bill, it 
would have enabled him to vote forit. His principal objection 
was, that it notonly autherized the Government to te five 
millions ofdollars in Treasury notes, but also to borrow si 
seven millions at the same time, without there being 
made any adequate provision for their redemption. 
He was unwilling to do both at the same time. Could that pro» 
viso be atricken-from the bill, then he conid go for it, but not tH 
then. Though only a silent looker-on, and not much in the 
habit of troubling the House with his ret s, he had been 
somewhat amused at the course pursued by the great Whig 
party on this question; and he rejoiced that the time had arrived 
f the House began ta view things 
in their true and proper light. Yes, this measure, which was 
known to bea favorite measure with the Democratic party—- 
this measure, which had been successfully adopted hy a Demo- 
erauc Administration, and which hai received the entire ap- 


which the Whig party had poured out its fiorcesi denunci- 


ations, they were now prepared to pursue as the correct policy 
of the Government, retracting all they had formerly said 
against it, i 

Had the issue of Treasury notes been resorted to atthe extra 
session, instead pf the il-judged tweive million loan—had the 
political fanaticism’ of thé Whig party given way to the hest 
interests of the country, so-far as to have enabled them 
to adopt that measure, the Government would -now 
have stood in good credit, and the business of the coun- 
try generally would be far more prosperous than it 
was. Instead, however, of resorting to this measure, 
the triumphant Whig. party, flushed with their recent victory, 
proposed a Joan of twelve millions of dollars as one of the lead. 
ing measures that was to bring back happiness and prosperity 
toa distressediand ruined country. Their orators of the day had 
been ringing the changesof ruin and disaster from one end 
of the Union to the other, and they then proposed to relieve the 
distress of the people, avout which they had so eloquently de- 
claimed, by this absurd, and ridiculous loan. For twelve years 
they had been moving heaven and earth, in order to destroy the 
eharacter of this Government. They had at jast obained 
power, and jt must be confessed mat they succeeded wonder- 
fully in the object they had in view, for both the credit and cha- 
racter of the Government were nearly prostrate. He- wished 
he had the eloquence of Cicero, to rouse the whole country to 
an understanding of the condition towhich those they had en- 
trusted with power had brought them. He hed he could 
display to them, the naked deformity of the Whig party. When 
he reflected on the disasters that had been occasioned by the ex- 
uavagancée’ and misrule. of that party, he confessed he 
felt so *excited as to cause his blood to run in a swift cur- 
rent through his veins. He was about observing that, 
at the tıme of authorizing this Joan, the orators and presses of 
that party were declaiming about ruin and distress, depressed 
trade, and impoverished people, and that that Loan bill was a 
glorious act of relief; and, ifhe mistook not,he had heard a gentle- 
man say, on that floor, that it was a measure that would induce 
rich capitalists to disgorge their treasures of gold and silver, 
and pour them out in refreshing abundance upon the country. 
If he had time to trace further some of the arguments used by 
gentlemen in support of that measure, and the knowledge and 
talents to display them in a proper light, he thought they would 
stand in no enviable position before the country. It was now 
well understood that this twelve million loan, this grand device 
of the Whig party, was one of the most disastrous projcets 
that could have been conceived of. lastead of relieving the 
country, it diverted gold and silver from their pro- 
per channels, and distress and embarrassment followed, 
as a natural and necessary conscqnence. Had these Treasn- 
ry notes been adopted measure of relief instead of this 
Joan, wes there a man in his hearing so dull and so restricted 
in his knowledge of the business and wants of the country, as 
tu suppose thai ten or twelve millions of thera cold Lave been 
pat into circulation without relieving the country toa conside- 
inble extent? No, the majerity saw itand knew itat the extra 
session; butso wedded were they to their fanaticism, so deter- 
mined were they in their opposition to any thing like Demo. 
cratic policy, that they rejected a measure that would have re- 
lieved the country, and preserved the faith and credit of the Go- 
vernment. They would rather see the country suffer, and the 
Government disgraced, than so fay admit that their opponents 
were in the right in adopting this mode of relief, and that their 
opposition toit had been criminal and factions. They pursued 
their own course, and disasters thick and heavy had followed 
in their wain. He regreued much, Mr. D. said, to sce the 
ermbarrassed condition of the country. He regretted to see the 
bonds of the Government hawked about the brokers shops, and 
the Treasury Department supphcating the money power. 
What had brought about this deplorable state ofthings? Where 
was that economy that was so loudly preached before the etec- 
tion, and which, if rightly practised. would have produced dif- 
ferent results. Where were the Whig orators who descanted 
so eloquently in praise of economy, retrenchment, and reform? 
Where was the gentleman who said at the extra session that he 
would as soon expect to see j-welsin a swine’s snout as econo- 
my in Democracy? The genveman had uow the fruits of Whig 
economy before him in the shape of the Government loan 
hawked about in the brokers’ shops of New York at 20 cents 
in the doilar. and not taken at that, while now it was proposed 
to issue five. millions of Treasury notes, when the 
Government was declared bankrupt. He undertook to say, 
that if these notes should be issued without providing a fund 
for their redempiion, they would soon depreciate in the market 
ten cents in the dollar. This brought him to the principal 
question involved. You have, said he, refused to provide a 
fund for the redemption of these notes, and, by one of the most 
odious of the devices of the Federal school of potitics, propose 
to throw them into circulation with no gnarantee whatever, 
other than the promise to pay that they wiil bear. For his 
part. he never would give his sanction to the circulation of such 


paper, without setting apart a particu und to meetrit. "This 
was the true Republican doctrine, and any man that swerved 


from it, would sooner or later findout his error. Why shon'd 
not this doctrine be followed wp on this occasion? Why net 
take the readiest as well as the only way of preserving the 
credit of the Government unimpaired, when in their power to 
do so? The embarrassments in which the Government now 
found itself involved had not come upon thei by surprise. 
required no great degree of political sagacity to foresee the 
disasters that would fall upon the country when the late wicked, 
imbecile, and speckled Cabinet ca 
grasp the fruits ef victory, they call 
and no sooner was Col 
of ruin and distress and bankrupicy 
echoed- The orators and presses of the V 
and their miserable jetter w 
(Mr D.) had denounced the Gevernir 
state of affairs, the first thing chat was done was to take twenty- 
five thousand dollars out of an almost empty Treasury, 
hestow it on a favorite, and the nextact of this wise, prudent. 
and mosteconomical party, wasio take the avails of the peb 
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re late extra session 
pled but the wi 


SS a 


party took itup, 
far as to say that he 
ent as bankrupt. In this 


Siates—to rob this Government of the 
belonved to the nation. at the very time that il 
ihatit wasbeggared. Veg, at are fell swaop, t 
Government of a fartune worth some hu 
dollars. Then, pari passu, with these iwo measures, a bill was 
passed to borrow twelve millions of d-Hars, and now the Go- 
verament was found to be a most splendid bankrupt. This was 
the condition that the Whig party had brought the Government 
to, after all the promises they had made to the country. Ifan 


ichest jewels that 


individual were to-cofduct. his affairs ds the affairs of thi Qo 
vernment had been conducted, his life upon it, be would, if: he- 
lived in Ohie, be sent to the lunatic asylum. Let him. be gpilty 
ofas much profligacy-and corruption; and in France he would 
besent to the galleys; while in Russia or Prussia; he would be 
sent to work in the mines, Mr. D: then adverted tothe late de- 
velopments of corruption inthe management of the United States 
Bank, and the $25,060 worth of plate presented to Nicholas:Bid- 
die, comparing it with the Whig party, by which it-had 
upheld and defended; but he said that he felt no dieposition’to 
run the parallel farther than to say, that the Bank.of the United 
States had met with its reward; the Whig party had met with 
itgreward; and he trusted that the country was om. the eve ‘of 
being relieved from both for ever. ee Se 
Having, at the extra session, bestowed $25,000 asa douceut to 
a favorite; having thrown away the proceeds of the public lands; 
and having also thrown the burden of the Post Office Departe 
ment on the National Treasury, where it ought. never to, have 
been placed, the next thing that the Whig party did-was to pass 
an act to borrow money. Where, now, were the economy, re- 
trenchment, and reform that they had so liberally promised the 
country? The result- ofall these liberal promises was sigually 
displayed in the raceful position in which the Government 
was now placed. And this brought him to the consideration of 
how it was his duty to act on the present ‘occasion. However 
much he might delight in the disasters and deatruction.of what 
he believed to bea wicked and corrupt party, who had ‘abused 
the confidence of the people and violated all the pledges they so 
solemnly made io them, yet be felt for his country, and when- 
ever its interest or its honor was'at stake, he would alwhys be 
found in tie breach and boldly marching up to the rescue.: He 
was not to be kept back by the taunts and the jeers. of bis polis 
tical opponents; and what his duty to his country dictated, that 
he would perform, regardless of the consequences. He disliked- 
exceedingly to refer again to this $25,800 douceur, buthe myst 
go back to ‘that subject for a moment. Al) must recollect the 
very vindictive assaults that were made on him, on that floor 
for his conscientious opposition to that measure, as well as the 
proper returns which he trusted he had made to them. But the 
letter writers who infested that Halland scattered from thence 
their poisonous venom throughout the country hadaléo thought 
fit to make him the subject of their scurrilous abuse for the part 
that he took on that occasion. Did he complain of them? No; 
he consoled himself with the reflectiih that though their hearis 
were as black as hell, their fangs were! harmless as those of the 
viper in the fable, when he had nothing but a file to gnaw. 
Te had observed before that he rejoiced at the disasters and 
destruction of the Whig party, as from his soul he did—for 
every friend to his country must rejoice to see the destruction 
of a party whose professions of paee and pledges of eco- 
nomy and reform had resulted so disgracefully—and it’ was 
pretty generally acknowledged that that party was utterly 
broken up. But the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr., MAr. 
*HALL] at the extra session, in one of hisnumeroussallieg which 
produced so much merriment on that floor, likened the Whig 
party to the thriving infant of a gigantic mother, and predic 
that at this time it would be alive and kicking. He would 
now tell the gentleman that this gigantic infant had about given 
itsJast kick; ihatit was prostrate with itshead cut off, and that 
all he had now to do wasto sing its requiem. Rendered 
desperate by their late disasters, the Whigs now turned round 
and attempted to visit them on the head of their own party. 
Was this not se? Who had not witnessed the bitter denuncia- 
tions that had been so unsparingly heaped on the head ‘of the 
present Chicf Magistrate hy those who assisted in placing him 
They had vilified and abused President Tyler be- 
to go with them in all their wicked measures. 


history, andin that he had found much to praise and admire, 
and little to censure. 


teem, 
guiged by the “ight ef burning efligies,” he iabrought back to 
the path or duty, y 
measures—at least 
will restrain the outbrea i 
tutional limits, ashe has done by his two veto messages, 
the people will continue to say, “well dore thou good 
and faiteful servant’? He was no eulogist, Mr. D. 
said, of Prosident Tyler--he was not the man of his 
choice for President; but when he witnessed the virulence 
of the attacks that had been made on him-—when he saw in one 
f their presses threats of the assassin’s dagger for the conscien- 
arceot his duty, while he stood calm and fearless in 
arge of his duties, he could not but feel sympathy 
as wellas respect and admiration for the man. (Laughter. ] 
Let those, said Mr. D. laugh who win. The great Whig party 
had not much cause for mint though it became them, to put 
he best face on their blighted prospects. 

He had heard the bentloman trom Kentucky [Mr €. Davis] 
say the other day, that he honestly believed that a change of 
men'wonld producea change of measures. Butthough t ere 
hed been a change of opinion, gracious Heavens: what a 
change of measures they had witnessed. We find the country 
in a most embarrassed condition, the Gayernment without mo- 
ney, and iiscredit at the lowest ebb; we find that all ee 
fai doctrines of the old Federal party have been revived, an 
their example followed, and that, consequently, such a 
state oi things was brought about, that the Government must 
retrace iis steps, and. return to the glorious Independent Trea- 
= before its credit and character eou d be restored: He 
remembered to bave heard the venerable gentleman from 
Massachusetts, [Mr, ADAMs,] the Nestor of the Whig party, des 
nounce this Independent Treasury, as a monster too dreadfu 
to be described, while he thought it strange that our late distin- 
guished President (Mr, Van Buren) should have viewed it as a 
triumph equalto the Declaration of Independence. The ven- 
erable genuéman denounced it asa union of the purse and the 
sword, yet only a few days afterwards he voted to destroy this 


the firm ¢ 


Yadependeant Treasury, and thereby to brieg about that union 
‘of purse and aword, which he somuch deprecated, 

A ‘few words more, before he concludéd. Tha Whig party 
tame into power, promising to restore confidence to the coun- 
trys to regulate the exchanges, and bring about universal pros- 
perity. How had these promises been kept? Instead of 
‘Bestoring confidence, they had, by repealing the Sub- 
‘reasury and giving aid to insolvent banks, fixed 
upon the country, an incurable curse, in the shape 
of irredeemable paper currency. Instead of bringing pros: 
ferity to the country, they had, ‘as they all knew, brought it 
to the verge of bankruptcy; causing disasters that it would 
take many years of the mild and beneficent rule of Democracy 
to remove. Thank God, the day star was breaking upon us. 
Thank God that he saw the dawn of better days for the country, 
and that a spiiit was roused among the people that would, ere 
Jong, sweep away the last veatige of corruption and mistule 
from our beloved country. He had no intention of pressing 
this subject further. He conld, if time permitted, enlarge upon 
it, much to his own satisfaction and the satisfaction. of his con- 
stituents, and was confident, if he did so, that it would meet 
their approbation. He did not, when he obtained the floor, ix- 
tend to say halfas much as he had done, but when once up, 
many subjects pressed themselves on hig attention, which he 
could not refrain from giving a passing notice, though Re had 
done so in rather a desultory manner, He would, therefore, in 
conclusion, merely say that it would give him pleasure to vote 
for this bill if it could be put in such a shape as to enable him 
to dosd consistently with his views of what the honor and inte- 
rests of the country required.- i 

Mr. JOHN G. FLOYD obtained the floor, 

Whena motion was made by Mr McCLELLAN that tha 
committee rise, which motion was rejected. 

Mr. Froyp then rose and spoke for a few moments in oppo- 
sition to the bill; when 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky called the attention of the 
Chair to the fact that there was nota quorum present. The 
motion for the committee to rise had hardiy, he said, been voted 
down before a number of the seats were empty. He objected 
W proceeding without a quorum. 

The CHAIR said that the fact could only be ascertained 
by a count, and the gentleman from New Youk had the floor, 

Mr. ANDREWS, with the permission of Mr. Froyo, moved 
that the committee Tise; the vote on which motion was—ayes 
43, noes 65. , 3 

No quo:um voting, the committee rose and reported the fact 
to the House. 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN moved a call of the House, which mo- 
tion was reiected—ayes 59, noes 70. 

The SPEAKER having announced that a quorum was pre- 
sent, the House again resolved itself, into Committee of the 
Whole, and . 

Mr. J. G. FLOYD resumed the course ‘of his remarks, but 
had proceeded buta shorttime, when he was again interrupt- 
6 
Mr. ANDREWS, who observing that the House was again 
without a quorum, moved that the committee rise, which mo- 
ion having been carried—ayes 45, noes 42, the committee rose 
and reported to the fact to’ the House that it was without a 
quorum. 

Mr. ANDREWS moved a call of the House. 

Mr. VAN BUREN moved thatthe House adjourn. 
tived—yeas 53, nays 61. : 

ate WILLIAMS of North Carolina moved a call of the 
louse. 

Mr. YORKE moved an adjournment, but on the yeas and 
nays being called, withdrew the motion. — 

Mr. ADAMS renewed the motion to adjourn, which was car- 
ried—yeas 62, nays 54; and 

The House adjourned, 


Nega- 


IN SENATE, 
WEDNESDAY, January 12, 1842. 

Mr. MILLER presented a remonstrance against the repeal, 
postponement, or modification ofthe Bankrupt law: referred to 
the Judiciary Conmnittee. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a memorial from sixteen or seven: 
teen mercantile: firms of che city of New York, praying for ths 
repeal of the Bankrupt law; also a memorial, signed by ona 
hundred aud seven merchantsand business men ofthe city of 
Albany, setting forth a variety of amendments which they de- 
sire may be made to the Bankrupt law. Mr W. remarked 

- that he had an extensive personal acquaintance at Albany, with 
the merchants and business men of that place, without refe- 
rence to their politics,and ie kaew that those who had signed this 
memorial. were such as represented therein. 

Mr, WRIGHT presented a memorial for the pilots of New 
York, asking fora repeal of the law of Congress which throws 
upen the ports of that city to pilots of other States; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. . 

Memoriais remonstrating against, the modification, post- 
ponement and repeal of the Bankrupt law, were presented b 
Messrs. HUNTINGTON, WALKER, GRAHAM, TALL. 
MAUGE, BARROW, and HENDERSON, which were seve- 
rally referred tothe Judiciary Commitiee, 

Mr. BENTON presented a petition from dry goods mer- 
chants of the city of New York, praying that the operation of 
the Bankrupt law may be postponed fortwo years from the 
first of February next, 

Me, CLAY presented several memorials, emanating from’ 
five mercantile firms ofthe city of New York, remonstrating 
against any interference with the Bankrupt law as itnow ex- 
isw. He remarked that he had been requested by letter to say 
something favorable upon this subject. The question, as in 
now stood, was not a proper one for discussion and therefore 
all which he would say was, that the memorialists had his most 
profound sympathies, and that he regretted that any dis 
position had been maui‘ested for the repeal of the Bankrupt 
law. 

Mr. MOREHEAD presented the petition of John M. Strader, 
praying Congress to passa law to allow him to import free of 
duty fron for several iron steamboats; referred to the Commit 
teean Manufactures. 

Mr. KING presente the petition of George Nix, praying 
that he may be permitiedto surrender a tract of land held un- 
der pre emption Claim, and select another tract in jieu thereof; 
referred to the Committee en Public Lands. 

Also, a petition of S. C. Churchill. 

On. motion of Mr, BUCHANAN, leave was granted to 
Samuel R. Slaymaker and Co. to withdraw their papers from 
ths. files of the Senate. 


į on wi 
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Mr. B. also, by request, presented. sundry resolutions on the 


` subject ofthe claims against the French Government prior to - 


1800; referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a report from the 
Treasury Department, transmitting the returns made to that 
Department by the incorporated banks of the. District of Co- 
lumbia, showing the state of their affairs at the close of the year 
1841; ordered to lie on the table and be printed. Also a com- 
munication from thesame. Department, in compliance with the 
resolution adopted onthe 23d ultimo, containing a report to the 
Senate, showing what would have been the operation of the 
Land Distribution billif it had been in operation during the 
year 1841, and how much would have been the distributive 
shares of each State and Territory, and the District of Corum- 
bia, under said bill, according to the ascertained and estimated 
product of the land sales for the year. Aiso the distributive 
share of each individual, provided the said revenue should have 
been divided out by the head to the entire population of the 
Union according to the census of 1840; and how much would 
have been the distributive shares of the States, Territories, and 
District of Columbia, and individuals, provided all the proper 
costs and charges upon the lands, consisting of Indian annui- 
ties payable during the year, and the current purchases of 
lands from Indians, in addition to other costs and charges 
named in the distribution act, were first deducted before the dis- 
tribution should be made. i 

On motion of Mr. LINN, ordered to lie on the table and be 

rinted. 

B Mr. BENTON presented a petition from Captain Thistle, 
praying that he may be allowed for a horse which was killed 
in Florida to he used as food; also, the petition of Alexander 
Watson, of Florida, praying indemnity on account of Indian 
depredations; referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. PRESTON presented the petition of the widow of Com- 
modore Rogers, asking to be allowed the claim set up by her 
late husband for additional rations: referred to the Committee 
on Claims. i 

Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on Pensions, reported 
back to the Senate, without amendment, the bill for the relief of 
Thankful Reynolds. 

Mr. PIERCE, on leave, introduced a bill relating to the Judi- 
cial Courts of the District of New Hampshire; which was read 
twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Ou motion of Mr. BARROW, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be instruct. 
ed to inquire into the expediency of removing the land office 
from Donaldsonville, in Louisiana, to Baton Rouge, in the 
same State, and also from Greensburg to Baton Rouge. 

On motion of Mr. LINN, 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury cause the re- 
Port of the Board of Commissioners, in relation to private land 
claims. now in that Department, to be deposited in the General 
Land Office, so that copies may be furnished for legal purposes, 

Mr. YOUNG introduced a resolution instructing the Commit- 
tee on Pensions to inquire into the expediency of allowing rea- 
sonable compensation to pension agents in Hlinois for disbursing 
money; which was adopted, 

The following resolution, submitted yesterday by Mr. WAL- 
KER, Was taken up, viz: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury communicate 
to the Senate, 1, The amount of public money collected under 
the act, commonly called the Independent Treasury; 2. What 
loss, if any, occurred during the existence of that Taw, by the 
defaication of public officers; 3. What amount of coin has heen 
coined by the several branch miats of the United States since 
their establishment; 4. What amount of copper has been pur- 
chased fromUndividuals for the purposes of the branch mints ; 
and 5. What defalcation, ifany, has been committed by officers 
of the branch mints of the United States. ? 

Mr. WALKER observed that his object in offering this reso- 
lution was to elicit information to show (notwithstanding the 
assertions to the contrary of those to whom he was politically 
opposed) that, of the eighty-six millions of dollars received 
by the officers specified, not one cent had been Jost by defalca- 
tions, and he wished to demonstrate this fact officially. 

The resolution was then adopted. 

Mr. CALHOUN said that he had been requested to present 
the remonstrance of a number of citizens of New York against 
the repeal, postponement. or modification of the Bankrupt act. 
The request was accompanied hy an appeal to his sympathy, 
to induce him to aid in effecting the object intended by the 1e- 
monstrance, Ife felt the full force of the appeal. He sympa- 
thized—deeply sympathized—with that large portion of our fel- 
low citizens, who had, within the last few years, been reduced 
to a state of hopeless insolvency. He felt the more strongly for 
them, as he firmly believed that their misfortune may be prin- 
cipally traced to the thoughtless and improvident legislation of 
thisand the State Governments in reference to the currency. 
He referred te chat Jegislation which had made made bank 
notes, practically, the money of the country. A few words will 
be suficient to explain the powerful agency which that has 
had in producing the consequences which he attributed to it. 

Wha‘. then, he would ask, isa bank note but the evidence of a 
debt from the hank to the holder? And what does it represent 
but a debt io the bank from the drawer and endorser of the note, 
t wasissuad} To make bank notes, then, the currency 
of the try, is neither more nor less than making the debis 
of the resting on the debts ofits customers, the currency. 
It is this currency that has expelled gold and silver—that is, 
wehave driven out, by making debts the currency, the only thing 
which can lecally pay debts! Under this system of credit, asit 
is calied. the greater the amount of notes in circulation, the 
greater the indebtedness: and the greater the indebtedness, the 


more effectually is the only means of discharging debis ex-. 


pellet. What must be the inevitable consequence of such a 
system? In prosperous times, when exchange is favorable, and 
there 1s iittle or nodemaad for gold and silver, the swelling tide 
of paper and debts increases from day to day; but the flow can 
AG more Continue for ever in the currency, than in the ocean, 
Which encircies the nobe. The ebb must come; and when 
it does, ani the day of payment with it, how is this accumulat- 
ed mass of debts to be discharged, when the means of doing it 
has been expelled the country? It is then that debtors press on 
debtors, the banks on its debtors, and the holders of their notes 
and depositors, on the banks, as their debtors. It is then that 
universal dismay and panic follows and banks, and debtors, 
and creditors, all sink into one universal state of insolvency, 
such as we now witness. What would be thought of an archi- 
tect who should weaken the foundation of hie building just in 
the same proportion as he increased the weight of the super- 
structure? The most thoughtless would see that in the end the 


whole must sinkin ruins; and yet his folly would not be greater 
than that committed in the construction ‘ef our monetary ays: 
tem, under the fall of which so many of the most enterprising 
and deserving of our citizens have had their hopes and fortunes 
suddenly and unexpectedly crushed . 


But as hard and as unmerited as he regarded their fate, he 
could not comply with tht request of the respectable signers 
of the remonstrance which he had risen to present, We feared 
that the act, if permitted to go into operation, would increase, 
rather than diminish, the amountof distress. It might, indeed, 
shift it from one class of citizens to another, but with an in. 
crease, rather than a mitigation, of the evil, | Without pretend- 
ing to trace consequencesin detail, he would make a few re- 
marks explanatory of what he believed would be its effects in 
this connection. Ne one estimated the amount of property 
which must be brought under the hammer of the auctioneer, 
should the act go into operation, at Jess than one hundred mil- 
Nions of doliars. Where, he would ask, is the money to be 


“found to make this mighty transfer of property, without im- 


mense sacrifice to all concerned, and a universal depression of 
the price of property all over the country? And what, he 
would again ask, would be the effects on trade and 
business, of withdrawing so. Jarge a portion of the. money 
of the country, as would be required to make the transfer? 
Could the ‘sound banks stand its operation? Would 
they not again suspend, and who could describe the calamitous 
effects which must follow? Add to this, the incalculable waste 
of property in the hands of the trustees of insolvent estates, 
from ignorance, indiff rence, frauds, peculations, and the rapa- 
cious charges of attomeys and officers, andsome idea may be 
formed of the extent of the distress which must follow this 
mistaken attempt to relieve the distressed. On this point, we 
are not without experience. Under the former bankrupt act, 
not a centscarcely was ever divided among the creditors ef the 
insolvent, and what reasonable hope can there be of amore fa: 
vorable result under the present? i 

Bu! I have still stronger objections against complying with 
the request of those who have selected ne as the organ 
through which to present this-remonstrance. ï believe 
the act to be unconstitutional, as far as it proposes to 
comprehend the case of insolvent ‘debtors. © According 
to my conception, the power conferred by the Con- 
stitution, is limited to bankruptcy, in contradistinction to 
insolvency.. It is well known, that they constituted (as mey 
still do) two distinct and separate chapters in the code of Britis 
laws, at the time the Constitation was adopted. They both, in- 
deed, grow out of the relation of debtor and creditor—but out 
of distinct aspects of that relation. Bankruptcy looks to the me 
terests of the creditor, and always originates with him. Its ob- 
ject is to secure his interest. On the other hand, insolvency 
‘locks to the debtor, and originates with him, and has for its ob- 
ject to relieve the honest, but unfortunate debtor, who has be- 
come incapable of paying his debts. The one takes its source in 
the policy of trade, and the other in the dictates of humanity. 
The States, in delegating the former, retained the latter, as part 
of their reserved powers, which, in his opinion, they are as fully 
competent to exercise now, as they were before the adoption of 
the Constitution. The idea that the powers ofthis Government 
extended to insolvency, as well as bankruptcy, is of recent ori- 
gin. If hedid not mistake. it did not date back farther than 1827, 
and then it was opposed by alt the orthodox members of this 
body of the school to which he belongs, with few exceptions, 
But he expressed his opinion fully on this subjecta few sessions 
ago, and would not now dwell longer on it. 

Iam, said Mr. C. in conclusion, one of those who have 
such reverence for the Constitution, that Ishall never consent 
to stretch its powers to remedy any particular evil, however 
great or urgent. In thus rigidly adhering to its letter, 1 am go- 
verned not only by the dictates of conscience, but the highest 
principles of humanity; for I solemnly believe, that on a scru- 
pulous adherence to its provisions depends the duration of our 
system of Government, and on that the safety and happiness ef 
ourselves and our posterity. But, if my opinions were less ri- 
gid, and I would be induced te relax in any case, one of the 
very last in which I could be induced to do so, 
would be to stretch its powers over the all prevailing rela. 
tion of debtors and creditors, 1 see dangers thick and 
fearful in extending the powers of this Government, overthe 
wide extent of that relation, Already we witness attempts 
after attempts in this Chamber, to extend it far beyond the 
extent of that relation, as between individuals, by embracing 
politica} bodies incorporated by the States; and'that, too, on 
principles, which, if once admitted, would, in my opinion, 
override the authority of the Stites, and give this Government 
a virtual supervision of al! their acts. With a construction 
far less forced, than that which would admit such principles, 
this Government: might bring into the vortex of a Bankrupt 
act, not only all the incorporated cities and townships of the 
States, but the States themselves, as well as banks and other 
incorporations proposed to be included in these attempts. 

Mr. BERRIEN. having presented several memorials remon- 
strating against the repeal of the law, said that his memorials 
were accompanied by letters which assnred him that this ques- 
tion rode over all party differences, and that men, without dis- 
tinction of party, united for the accomplishment of this great 
object. He moved the referenceof his memorial to the pros 
per committee, and remarked that he would have contented 
himself with this motion but fora remark which had fallen 
from thg Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. Ca uoun,] which 
was, that the powers embodied in the Bankrupt bill of the 
extra session of Congress transcended the powers of the Con- 
stitution. 

Mr. CALHOUN interrupted Mr. Berrien, and said he 
Was but replying to the memorial which he had presented, and 
not to provoke a discussion, He had expressed his views fully 
before, and was ready to do so again. 

Mr. BERRIEN said he inteadea neither to invite discus- 
sion nor to shrink from it when it came. The Senator from 
South Carolina (he continued) took occasicn to present his 
views, and he should ask but a similar right. He denied, 
both in law and in fact, the positions assumed and the argue 
ments Jaid down, restraining the powers under the Bank- 
rupt law. Bankruptcy, under the statute in England, had 
no such limitations as gentlemen threw around the system. 
Nor did the framers of the Constitution go to foreign Go- 
Yernments for the technical terms and interpretations of the 
law. The distinction which had now grown up between in- 
solvency and bankruptcy, (Mr. BERRIEN contendea,) was vn- 
known anterior to the Constitution. There was no such dis- 
crimination in England, nor could any just'discrimination be 
traced by any one. The distinctioa could not be found under 
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the statutes. The person, as well as the contract, was dis- 
charged under the faw, prior to the Constitution. Another 
statement was, that involustary bankruptcy was recent. It 
was notso. It was coextensive with the Constitution itself. An 
altempt was made to Simit the law to traders, and it failed. 
When New York took the Constitution with a protest, she did 
so with a proposed amendment limiting the bankrupt law to 
traders. It met with no favor whatever, and proved that the 
framers of the Constitution designed no such limitation as was 
nowrattempted. Mr. B. said he threw out his views as sugges- 
tions merely, and not to invite arzument upon them. He put 
before the conntry the inquiry, whether or not the power to 
create a law of bankrapicy was a power of the Constituiion. 
The Supreme Court had expressly said that the distinction 
which had been set up between bankruptcy and insolvency was 
unreal, and they dectded, also, that Congress had the power, un- 
der the bankrupt law, to discharge the person, and not the con- 
tract,of the debtor. The principle set un by the Senator from 
South Carolina wag, therefore, repudi ted by the Supreme 
Court, and by evcry intelligent commentator on the Constitu- 
tion who had made it a subject of remark. 

Mr. CALHOUN remarked that the Senatorhad but repeated 
the arguments he had made in 1827, which were then conclu- 
sively refuted by able men, whose opinions he (Mr. Caruaen) 
considers’ far more orthudox than decisions of the Supreme 

OUT, 


discussion. ` 7 
The debate closed here with a reference of the memorial žo 
the Commitice on the Judiciary. ane $ 
THE BOARD DF THE EXCHEQUER. g 
The motion to refer the reportof the Secretary of the Prea 
sury to a select committee, was announced by the Chair gs the 


order of the day. a 

Mr. MERRICK said that the Constitution conferred’ upon 
Congress the exclusive control over the currencyand tye mea- 
sures of value, and they were bath included in thésam@ clause, 
with aview, as the preamble of that insirumeng assgried, to 
“insure domestic tranquillity, and to promote thé hte alee wel- 
fare.” (‘That Cong had not exercised that grant, was 
plain; and the necessity for doing so was nevei piore neces- 
sary than atthe present time. ‘Lhersfore, he held itto be their 
bounden duty to regulate the currency of the country, what- 
ever it might be, and taze such action in the premises as wouid 
insure a uniformity ia value, How was this to be effected? 
Gentlemen on the other side had contended that this wasto be 
done by a purely meraliic currency, banishing paper, and he 
iag no currency but gold and silvercoin, Evean if this were 
attainable, would Senators be prepared to perpetrate such an 
actof injustice as would arise from such a proceeding? But 
could they, by any process, expel paper money from the 
country, and prevent it from being circulated in the country? 
Assuredly not; ror bank paper was sot to be expelled; it had 
been, was now, and would continue to be. a circulating me- 
dium. Although they mighi use a metallic cumency, they 
would not thereby do their duty i0 the country, for 
the people desired that their general currency shouid 
be uniform, What, then, must they do? Something 
must be done. He held it to be their highest duty 
to take some steps to restore the currency; the people 
required it at their hands, and they should he faithless 
to them, 1f they did not doin The question was, then, what 
was tobe done? Let not gentlemen conceive that they would 
be excused when they go hence, after doing nothing, for the 
people would hold them to account for their neglect, and send 
others, who would make an effort to relieve the disiresses of the 
country, fo take their seats, What was to be done? Asa Na- 
tional Bank was outof the question, they must look for some 
other means uf relief. The Sub-Treasury had been repudiated, 
and the Pet Bank system had signally failed. But here wasa 
project from the Secretary ofthe Treasury, which had not yet 
been tried, and which had been placed before them for consi- 
deration. {t was tho resultof mature deliberation, and no 
doubt emanated froin the patriotic desires ofthe Cabinet, Bot 
could it be adopted as ii now siood? If nor; could be altered, 
amended of improved, so asto make jt answer the purpose of 
relieving the disiresses of the country? For himself he bad 
not been able to discover ail these dangers and all the formida- 
ble objections to esiablish the existence of which gentlemen 
had indulged in me alc tations. It might not be 
perfect,and the Secretary himself said s0, for every one knew 
that any thieg made by hu necessarily be im- 
perfect. Al power w and the power for 
good or for evil mustr j no trusi could be 
exercised without coufivence. are that, in giving 
to this project a li land fair consideration, he might be ex- 
posed to such cen and insinuations as were showered vpon 
him last summ nd it might be said that, by so doing, 
he was seeking Executive favors. Now, there was 
po man in the land against whom such an im- 
putation could be | made with as, lule justice as 
against him; for he neither asked nor desired any thing from 
the Execative for himself or any of his relatives, and none of 
hia-kith or kinhad held. now hold, or even sought employment 
by the Government, He was disposed to give to this measure 
a liberal, candidand just consideration, and his desire was to 
induce the senate w take it up witha sincere {determination to 
throw asideal! pr fice and all preconceived systems, and to 
make something of this one, and also see whether they could 
net come to some agreement to effect a substantial good to the 
common country. iis own opiaion was that this bi! might 
ba made productive of great benefit, if it should be acted on ia 
the proper spirit. It was unnecessary to go into a discussion 
ofthis measure at the present time, as it Contained features 
which were well known toall. There were provisions provid- 
ing for the issue of Treasury notes, to issue checks on, indivi- 
dual deposites, and other modes were pointed out to infuse a 
sound andsafe paper in the circulation of the country, and to 
regulate the exchanges. Rome gentiemen found great fault 
with the plan, because it entrusted its management to omcers 
nominated by the Executive and confirmed by the Senate; but 
surely more risk would not ve inenrred by this method, than by 
entrusting the public money toa Nationa! Bank. It was the ear- 
nest desire of the country that this question should be settled 
now and forever, as they were well aware thatone of the causes 
ofthe derangement of the currency resulted from the continued 
agitation of the subject. Therefore, he felt that it was impor 
tant that the question should be settled. ‘Lhere had heen, 
for the last twelve years, an eternal display of crimina- 
tion and recrimination, on cne side and the other, with regard 
to this matter; the people were worried, and tired of the dis- 


Bwif the Senator was desirous to go over the same ~ 
ground as in 1827, he (Mr. Carnoux) was ready to meet him in’ 


cussion, and now called for asettlement ofit. They demanded it; 
and would very soon have it. What wastheir condition? Their 
‘Treasury was empty, the country_was in a de‘enceless condi- 
tion, and their peace was threatened from abroad, Who that 
listened to the debate yesterday, when a cord was touched” by 
the remarks of the Senator from Kentucky, which vibrated 
through every heart, when he spoke of our relations with Great 
Britain, could betieve that they did not stand on a smouldering 
volano? ‘The pretence of good will, and attachment, and 
brotherly Jove, between the two nations, was nothing bat dead 
ashes thrown upon living embers. Their condition was in- 
deed critical: for no one knew how soon the conflict might 
come. Look on the map; they saw the English upon every 


hand, who had seized our soil and murdered our people. , 


Leok too, at Oregon, which the Senator from Missouri [Mr.- 
Linn} was so anxious to see under the sole control of the 
American Government. Look atthe position of England, not 
only here, but in other quarters of the globe, which she almost 
overshadowed by her power. She was proud and grasping, 
and, as was observed the other day, sh ew with the :ood upon 
which she fed. She wasjealousofus, and was only waiting for 
some favorable moment, which would be seized, to strike the 
blow. And would Senators, in this state of tuings, continue to 
keen the currency an open question for domestic agitation, for 
strife, division, and dissension, and make no cffort that mizht 
lead toits adjustment? Would they not do this, when dangers 
ef this magnitude were thrown upon every side? For his own 
part, he earnestly hoped that Congress would take up the ques- 
tion, for the purpose of settling it; they had other work on their 
hands beside the engagement in party strife. He would doany 
thing, notwithstanding his preference for some other proje 
and he would take any scheme which, in his view, was eonsti- 
tutional. if the question Could thereby be put to rest forever. 
They must settle this question they would, he hoped—and 
they must likewise arm for the national defence. 


Mr. SEVIER followed ia fivor of the reference of the re 
port. He observed that he merely sose to express his sympa- 


thy for those of the Whig party engaged in an unhappy family 
quarrel, asd to atrribnte to ka proper canse. He and his De- 
mocratic friends could not task ou and see an unhappy family 
Whig quartel, which was likely to leag to a- divorce, without 
some feeling of sympathy and cammiscration being excited 
intheir breasts. As no one waskind cnough to step forward as 
a pacificator between them, he hoped his interference would be 
for the bencfit of the common cancern. He asked what was 
the cause of al the bickering in the Whig family there, Tf 
be mistook not the cause of the issue, it was because 
they could not get a Bank of the United States, Their oppo- 
sition to this measure could nat be because it placed in the 
hands of the Executive, or wielded a more tremendous power 
than the Bank which the Whig party voted for, and whick was 
vetoed at. the extrasession. Ne helievedifhe had voted for either 
of those other monsters, he certainly contd swallow this litte 
monster, horns, tails, end atl, without cutting the jugular 
vein, or stre:ching the windpipe. What wére the features of that 
Bank? Mt wasalmosta perfectcopy of the old Bank which 
now lies inr inthe city of Philadelphia, That bank had a 
capital of thirty millions, with a power to increase to fifty mil- 
Hons. Tt hada power todeal in lands and tenements, and dis- 
pose of the same at all terms; the power tostamn paner and make 
itacurrency; to deal in foreign and domestic exchanges with- 
out limit; to receive deposites, publicand private, without limit; 
It had a board of nine directors to be appointed by the stock- 
holders, an! three by the Goverament. T had the power to 
act as it pleased with the public fands, and to stop the wheels 
of Government. at pleasure. It had the power to establish 
branches in the States in defiance of State authority. In fact, 
it had the power to de every thing. This instrntion, wih , 
these immerse powers, was voted for by. the Whigs in an un- 
broken phalanx, and carried through, but was vetoed, The 
Fiscality came next, and was an exact copy of the other, ex- 
cept the capital was limited to twenty-one millions, and was 
deprived of tha power to deal i missary notes. This also 
received the support of the Whigs, with all its fearfully tre- 
mendous powers to control the interests and the liberty of the 
people fram one end of the Union to the ether. 

itnow? Here was another plan of a b: 
cation, with ene-half of the V y opposing it. And 
now, to his utter astonishment, he found the Senators wha 
veted for those bills te ras though the whole country was 
to be swallowed up by the supervisory power in this plan; and, 
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e Whigs. If he did noi keep 
iguage of that party wonld iiave been, note 
anding tf of the Bank and Fiscality, that the Pre- 
sident bad sanctioned the Land Distribution bil, the Loan hill, 
the Bankrupt bili, and was for a protective iariff, and was there- 
fore a marvellous proper man. If he had disclosed his deter. 
mination not to be in the way of the Whig succession, at the 
end of his term, no complaint would have been made about the 
Bank veto, and there would have been from them no denuncia- 
tion of this projet. Myr. S. then contrasted the Whig promises 


Bat how is 
k of discount and rir- 


before the election with their administration of Gov: 
since. They then promised retrenchment apd. re 


charged the Democratic party with corruption and extre gance, 


They promised to administer the Government on thirteen mib. | 


Hons of dollars, and -have expended thirty. They have in. 
creased the public debt cight millions of dollars since. the fourth: 
of March last, notwithstanding they have imposed additional: 
burdens on the. people of several millions under a new tariff. 
bill’. The pecple-have so litle confidence in their administta: © 
tionof Government, that they cannot borrow money.on their ~ 
favoriteloan bill, and are compelled to return tothe Treasury 
note biH which they repudiated and denounced under’a Demo: .. 
cratic administration.. They have reformed and rétrenched 
by spending more in the nine months of their administration 
than was ever spent in the same time at any period when the 
country was at peace. They promised high prices, but they. 
have made them lower than they ever were before.’ The 
State stocks which were at par before they took the reins 
of Government, are now going off at 18 and 20 cents in the dols 
lar. Thess are some of the fruits of Whig confidence, retrench= 
ment, and reform, with which they deceived the people into 
their support. They promised to relieve the States from the 
burdens of a debt, by distributing the land proceeds among” 
hem. ‘they now find that itis impossible to divert that from 
the public Treasury, without sacrificing the credit of the coun 
try. They have retraced their steps on the loan bill, by ree 
sortii g to Treasury notes tosupply the deficiency in the Trea. 
sury, created partly by the Land Distribution bill. They are 
almost ready to repudiate that bill, and the Bankrupt bill, 
Where, then, are all their measures of relief? : 

The people have been deceived, and will soon come down 
on them in tones of thunder. Having cisappointed the peop) 
they are now endeavoring to retreat from the measures, an 
throw all the respónsibiliiy elsewhere ot the evils growing out 
Gf their improvident legislation, and which has destroyed. the 
confidence of the people in the cre fit of the Government, But 
it will not do. We have their votes by yeas and ‘nays. The 
President now sends a measure, which he believes will relieve 
the country from some of its evils, which limits the powers of 
the Government toa certain extent over the moneyed affairs 
of the nation; and yet they will not go for it, Their opposition, 
then, is attributable to other cause than the accumulation of 
Exeentive power, They have promised to every body 
every thing, and now wish to charge the President with 
the failure to fulfil. Mr. S. said he merely rose to point out 
the cause of the Whig family quarrel, and not to discuss the 
measure; he was. however, in favor of its reference, If it 
could he maditied to sujt his principles. be would go for it. 
Rucif it was not modified essentially, he would go against it, 
as he did the other pians which had been vetoed. 

Mr. BENTON then obtained the floor, but yielded to, & mos 
tion to adjourn. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


MOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
WepNESDAY, January 12, 1842. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved, 

Mr. FILLMORE rose and inquired of the Speaker what was 
the frst business in order. = 

The SPEAKER. The reception of petitions, under the sus- 
pension of the role ordered on Friday last, 

Mr. FILLMORE said he hoped the Bouse would consent to 
postpone the reception of petidons, and to fixsome time within 
which the debate on the Treasury note bill should terminate in 
committee, ` ` eo 

He moved, therefore, that the presentation of petitions be 
postponed for this day for the purpose of going into committee, 
and resuming the consideration of the said bill. 

Which motion was agrect to, : ’ 

Mr. FILLMORE then submitted the following resolution, 
for the purpose, he said, of terminating the debate. Te hoped 
no objection would be made: | : 

Resolved, That, in consideration of the urgent necessity of 
the ‘Treasury, the debate ia the Committee ef the Whole on the 
state of the Union on House vill No. 67, to authorize an issue 
of Treasury notes, from and after two o’clock to-morrow shali 
cease, and the committee shall then proceed to vote on all 
amendments pending, and which may ‘be submitted, and shall 
thea report the same, with such amendments as may have been 
agreed to, to the House, unless the same shail be sooner re- 
ported to the Honse by the Curnmittee of the Whole on the 
slaie of the Union. e 

The SPEAKER said the resolution could not be entertained 
except by general consent, oF 2 suspension of the rules. 
ATHERTON objected to the consideration of the resoe 
mion, tatii the comm shad Leen called for reports. He 
wished the Committee Gu the Jaciclary to have an opportunity 
of presenting its reportot a bili te repeal the Bankrupt act, in 
conformal h the order of the Hox 

Mr. F } jt was evident that there could be no 
call for reports, because there was already a report from a 
committee under consideration. He boped the gentleman 
om New Hampshire [Mr. ATHERT would waive his ob- 
ion, and permit the resolution tobe considered. If not, he 
pension of the rule, and would ask the 
s onthat motion. 

L Docs the gentleman from New Hamp- 
s ogiection? 

ATHERTON said he did not, 

FILLMOMS® then moved that the rwies of the House he 
wied, and asked the yeas and nays on that motión; whic! 

> ordered. v i a 
STT said he had no disposition to procrasticate ac- 
ii; and so far as he was concerned—— 

STANLY rose to order. Was the question debata- 
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o SPEAKER said no; a motion tosuspend the rules wes 
bateble, A ` g 
. RHETT ioguired ifhe could notgive the reasons for his 


yore? . 
The SPEAKER, said it was not in order. | , . 

y ANDREWS inquired of the Speaker whether, if the 

ere suspended, the resolution would be epen to amend: 


ment? j e 
The SPEAKER replied in 
"The question was then taken, 


the affirmative. 

md decided inthe negative, as 

follows: . A 
YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Landaf W. Andrews, Sherlock J, 

Andrews, Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Barton, Blair, 

Boardman, Borden, Botte, Brewster, Briggs, Brockway, Bron- 

son, Milton Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, Thomas J. Campbell, 


aes. o 


Caruthers, Casey, Childs, Chittenden, John €. Clark, Staley 


N, Clarke, Cooper, Cowen, Cravens, Cross, Garrett Davis, _ 


Richard D. Davis, Deberry, Joha Edwards, Everett, Fes- 
senden, Fillmore, A. Lawrence Foster, Gambie, Gates, Gid- 
dings, Gilmer, Graham, Granger, Green, Habersham, Hall, 
Halsted, William §S. Hastings, Hays, Henry, Holmes, How- 
ard, Hubard, Hudson, Hunter, Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, 
William W. Irwin, James, William Cost Johnson, Cave 
Jotinson, John P. Kennedy, Lane, Lawrence, Linn, Lowell, 
Thomas F. Marshall, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, 
Maxwell, Maynatd, Merriwether, Moore, Morris, Morrow, 
Owsley, Parmenter, Partridge, Pearce, Pendleton, Ramsey, 
Benjamin Randall, Randolph, Ridgway, Riggs, Rodney, Wil- 
liam Russel, ; James M Russell, Saltonstall, Shepperd, 
Simonton, Truman Smith, Stanly, Stokely, Stratton, Alex. 
HoH. Stuart, J. T. Swar, Summers, Taliaferro, Johu B. 
Thompson, Richard W Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tom- 
linson, :rumbull, Underwood, Wallace, Warren, Washing- 
ton, Watterson, Thomas W. Williams, James W. Willians. 
‘Lewis Williams, Winthrop, Yorke, Augustus Young, and 
John Young—119. 3 ` 
NAYS—Messrs Arnold, Arrington, Atherton, Bidlack, 
Bowne, Boyd, Charles Brown, Burke, Samson F, Butler, 
Wm, O. Butler, G. W. Caldwell, Patrick ©, Caldwell, Clif- 
ford, Clinton, Daniel, Dean, Doan, Doig, Eastman, Egbert, 
Ferris, J. G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Foruance, Goggin, 


William O. Goode, Gordos, Gustine, Gwin, Hopkins, Houck, ` 


Charles J. Ingersoll, Jack, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Lewis, 
Abraham McClellan, Robert McCleilan, McKay, McKeon, 
Marchand, Alfred Marshall, Medill, Miller, Newhard, Payne, 
Plumer, Proffi, Rayner, Reding, John Reynolds, Rhett, 
Roosevelt, Sanford, Shaw, Willianr Smith, Snyder, Sprigg, 
Steenrod, Jacob Thompsen, Van Buren, Weller, Westbrook, 
Christopher H. Williams, and Wovd—65. 

So (two-thirds not voting in the affirmative) the rules were 
not suspended, 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the Sfouse resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. STANLY hoped not; and asked the yeas and nays on the 
motion, which were ordered, 

Mr. PROFFIT inquired of the Chair whether, if this motion 
did not prevail, reports of committees would then be in order? 

The SPEAKER said that would be the next business in 
order. 

Mr, PROFFIT saidhe hoped the House, then, would receive 
reports of committees. 

‘The question on the motion of Mr. FILLMORE was then 
taken, and decided in the allirinative, as follows: 

YiiAs—Messrs. Adams, $. J. Andrews, Arnold, Ay- 
crigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Beeson, Blaix, Boardman, 

, Borden, Bots, Brewster, Briggs, Bronson, Burnell, Calhoun, 
Casey, Childs, Chittenden, John ©. Clark, Staley N, Clarke, 
Cowen, Cranston, Cross, Deberry, Doan, John Edwards, 
Everett, Fessenden, Willmore, A. Lawrence Foster, Thomas 
F. Foster, Gamble, Gates, Giddings, Gilmer, Patrick Q. Goode, 
Granger, Gwin, Uabersham, Hall, Halsted, William S. Tastings, 
John Hastings, Hays, Henry, Holmes, Howard, Judson, Hunt, 
J. R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, William W. Irwin, James, William 
Cost Johnson, John P. Kennedy, Lawrence, Linn, Lowell, 
McKeon, Samson Mason, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Meri- 
wether, Morris, Morrow, Newhard, Osborne, Partridge, Pendle- 
ton, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall. Randolph, Rayner, Ridgway, 
Riggs, Rodney, Roosevelt, Witham Russell, J. M, Russell, 
Saltonstall Simonton, Truman Smith, Sollers, Stratton, Alex- 
ander t, J1. Stuart, John T. Stuart, Summers, Jacob ‘Thomp- 
son, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Van Renssalaer, Wash- 
ington, Westbrook, Thomas W. Williams, James W. Wil- 
liams, Lewis Williams, Winthrop, Wood, Yorke, Augustus 
Young, and John Young—105. 

NAYS—Messrs. Landaf W. Andrews, Arrington, Ather- 
ton, Barton, Bidlack, Bowne, Boyd, M Brown, Charles 
Brown, Burke, Samson H. Butler, William O. Butler, Green 
W Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, John Campbell, William B. 
Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Carey, Chapman, 
Clifford, Clinton, Cooper, Cravens, Daniel, Garrett Davis, 
Richard D. Davis, Dean, Doig, Eastman, John C. Edwards, 
Egbert, Ferris, John G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, 
Gentry, Gogen, iiiam O. Goode, Gordon, Graham, Green, 
Gustine, Hopkins, Houck, Hubard, Hunter, Jack, Cave John- 
son, John W Jones, Keim, Andrew Keunecy, Lane, Lewis, 
Abraham McClellan, Robert McClellan, McKay, Marchand, 
Alfred Marshall, Thomas F. Marshall, Mathiot, Mathews, 
Medill, Miller, Owsley, Parmenter, Payne, Plumer, Pope, 
Proffit, Reding, Reynolds, Rhett,- Sanford, Shaw, Shepperd, 
Shields, William Smith, Snyder, 8prigg, Stanly, Sreenrod, 

` Stokely, Taliaferro, John B. Thompson, Richard W, Thomp- 
son, Trumbull, Puderwood, Van Buren, Watterson, Weller, 
Christopher H. Williams, and Wise—92, f 2 

So the motion was agreed to. 

TREASURY NOTE BILL. 

So the House resolved iiself into Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, [Mr. Tforxins of Virginia in’ the chair,] 
and resumed the consideration pf the “bill to authorize an issue 
of Treasury notes.” i Š 

The pending question being on the following amendment of 
Mr, Unperwoop: 4 a 

Beit further enacied, That the notes itsued uAder the autho- 
rity of this act shall not be sold or pledge! by tife Treasury, or 
any other Dapartment, for the purpose @ raising specio, or other 
fu:.ds, but shall be issued alone in favor of the creditor of the 
Government. 4 oF 

Mr. JOHN G. FLOYD commenced by saying that the bill 
under considzration, authorized the Predidžat to issue Trea- 

© gury notes, bearing six per cent. interest, ‘pet year from the 


passage of the bill, to sny amount, proviged that the quantity 
ontstanding at any one time of the issue fader this bill shail 
not exceed five millions of dollars ; aad provided that the au- 
thority to issue shall cease aons the permanent loan of 
twelve millions, authorized in July last, at the extra session of 
Congress, or some other permanent loan to be hereaiter autho- 
rized, shall be negotiated and rendered available. Such, said 
he, is the bill, andin order to see whether it is necessary, it is 
well to takea single glance at the condition of the ‘Treasury; 
and this is the more proper because many persons well dis- 
posed to the present Administration, who believed their charges 
against those who preceded them, and their promises to do 
better, May suppose that al! things are going swimmingly on. 

And first, as to the economy, retrenchment, and reforra which 
were promised. What has been done? ‘The iate Secretary of 
the Treasury, Mr. Ewing, in his report to this House on the 3d 
of June, 1831, (Document No, 2,) tells us that she expenses of 
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the Government in the year 1840, the last year of Mr. Van Bu- 
ren’s administration, amounted to $27,863,475 41. The present 
Secretary of the Treasury, Mr. Forward, in his report of De- 
cember 20, 1841, to this House (Document No. 18) informs us 
that the expenses of the Government for the year 1841, the first 
year of the present Administration, were $32,025,070 70; and he 
estimates the expenses of the Government for the year 1842, be- 
ing the second year of this Amininistration, at $32,791,010 78; 
the first year of this Administration showing an increased ex- 


- penditure over the last year of Mr. Van Buren’s administration 


of $4,161,595 29; and the second year showing an increased 
expendiure over the last year of Mr. Van Buren’s adminis- 
tration of $4,927,535 37, or nearly five millions. I.shall not, 
said Mr. F. pursuc further this subject of expenditures. I have 
simply, given the amounts as furnished by the officers of this 
Administration, and those figures show pretty well what has 
been, and what is to be accomplished in the way of economy, Te- 
trenchment, and reform. 7 

I: becomes us now to inquire what provision the wisdom ef 
this Administration has made for these increased demands upon 
the public Treasury. 
Treasury, was the Distribution act ofthe last session, hy which 
the proceeds of the sales of the public lands, amounting to the 
annual average amount of three millions of dollars, were di- 
verted from the general Treasury, and given to the several 
States; and the nextact, and one which ever follows close upon 
the heels of prodigality, was a resort to borrowing. For this 
purpose a law was passed authorizing the Secretary of the 
Treasury to borrow, upon the credit of the Government, the 
sum of twelve millions of dollars upon the bonds of the Govern- 
ment; and of this Joan about one half has been received and ex- 
pended; and as to the other half, the Secretary of the Treasury, 
Ina letter of the third of this month, addressed to the chairman 
of the Committee of Waysand Means, says: 

“Immediately after our first conversation relative to the 
views of the committee upon the subject of a loan as a 
means of supplying the wants of the Micky Iaddressed 

private letters to correspondents in New York and Boston, 
for the purpose of uscertaining the practicability of selling 
stocks to the amount of two or three millions, provided the 
term of reimbursement should be enlarged to twelve years. 
The information received was entirely decisive us to the im- 
possibility of obtaining any thing like an adequate supply 
in time to relieve the existing pressure, and I think it may 
be confidently anticipated that, solong as the present state 
of the money market shall continue, the prospect of borrow- 
ing any considerable amount of money in the United States 
is quite hopeless. A resort to Europe for loans will be indis- 
pensable; but the delay that must necessarily intervene will 
be such that, unless some other mode of supplying the wants 
ofthe Department be provided by Congress, the greatest 
emiarrassments must ensue. Under these circumstances, I 
have no hesitation in reconmending un issue of Treasury 
noles. as a measure of obvious necessity.” 

What a spectacle! While those who passed the distribution 
biil, are boasting of the splendid donation made to the States by 
abstracting the land revenue from the Treasury, the agents of 
your Government are sneaking about from bank to bank and 
from broker to broker, cringing before the money lords of New 
York and Boston, and supplicating for small loans to “relieve 
the existing pressure.” And with what effect? Why your obli- 
gations are hooted at by the capitalistsas an unmarketable com- 
modity; your Secretary says his information is “entirely deci- 
sive as to the impossibility of obtaining an adequate supply;” 
that ‘the prospect of borrowing in the United States is quite 
hopeless:” nay, more, we are told that a part of the loan which 
has been taken, has been resold in the money marke: for ninety- 
five cents onthe dollar. In addition to the six millions which 
we owe on theloan of July last, there were outstanding on 
the Ist of this month, nearly seven millions of dollars of Trea- 
sury notes; and these, too, we are told, pass ata discount. 
To what a wretched pass have things been brought by a bad Ad- 
ministration for ten short months; what a power of doing evil 
has been possessed, that could accomplish so much in so brief 
atime. Anational debt of six millions! a debt on Treasury 
notes, already issued, of nearly seven millions! expenses of the 
Government daily accruing at the rate of thirty-two millions a 
year! the Treasury empty, notoriously empty! and, worst of 
ail, your creditis gone; for Government secnrities are selling 
at a discount, and you cannot borrow adollar! And what, said 
Mr. F. is proposed as a remedy for this most disastrous state of 
things? Why, sir,an issue of more Treasury notes—and will 
this afford the necessary relief? A loan snch as is 
already authorized is a more desirable investment for capitalists 
than Treasury notes, yet they will net touch it. What reason 
can there be, then, to suppose that they will invest their money 
in Treasury notes? But perhaps it is not expected that these 
notes wili bring any money into the Treasury, and that they 
are only to be used for the purpose of satisfying the creditors 6f 
the Government, How are they to do this? Those already 
issued are below par; an increased issue will sink them stil! 
lower; and can it be possible that you intend to pay your debts 
in depreciated paper?—that the public creditor is to be told that 
he must take that or nothing? The difficulty in your way is 
not so easily avoided. You cannot shake it off by changing the 
form of theloan. 'The money lender looks to the prospect of 
payment, and that prospect is too remote to tempt him to make 
youa loan. He doesnot doubt the ability of the country,-but 
he doubts the ability (I think it may be said he doubts the po- 
litical honesty) of those who control its affairs. He has seen 
the proceeds of the public lands wrongfully taken from the 
‘freasury; he has seen twenty-eight millions of the customs 
revenue deposited with the States, and has seen you afraid to 
call for it when needed for your current expenses; and he has 
no guarantee that in a moment of prodigality your other reve- 
nues may notalso be diverted from their proper purposes. 

Your Postmaster General has laid before you a p:oject fora 
parinershio with all the railroads in the country to the amount 
of eight millions of dollars. Your Secretaries of War and the 
Navy have sent in their plans, which, if carried out, would ex- 
haust all the energies of this people for half a century. We 
have already had notice from a member of this House, of a 
Proposition to assume the debis of the States, amounting, it is 
said, to two hundred millions. And can you expect the pru- 
dent money-iender to cast his treasure into sucha whir! pool ot 
reckless extravagance? ; 

Sir, said Mr. F. upon two occasions since I have had a seat 
upon this floor, I have voted for the issue of Treasury notes to 
supply the temporary wants of the Government; the last occa. 
sion wasin February, 1841, and the bill was passed, not so 
much forthe then necessities of the Treasury, as ina spirit of 
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liberality towards the incoming Administration, which has had 
the benefit of nearly the whole issue under that law. I believed 
then,asIdo now, that as a temporary expedient, as a mode 
of anticipating tor a. month, or for a few months, the accruing 
revenue of ihe country,as a mode vf equalizing the receiptg 
and expenditures of the financial year, the expenditures being 
heaviest in the early part of the year, and the receipts the 
heaviest in the latter part of the year; but in all cases to be 
paidout of the revenue of the year; thatan issue of Treasury 
notes was the safest, and by far the most economical mode of 
supplying a temporary deficiency in the funds of the Govern. 
ment. They entered into the operations of the Government 
quietly, but effectually, without additional machinery or addi- 
tional expense. The aid of no broker was calledin. No son 


| of the Secretary of the Treasury was paid for negotiating 


loans. Upon those grounds they were recommended by the 
then able head of the Treasury Department, Mr. Woodbury. 
The credit of the Government being good, they were gladly 
taken by the public crediter at par value, and promptly re- 
deemed when due; and had the last administration continued in 
power, I firmly belicve that neither the loan of July of twelve 
millions, nor the issue of Treasury notes now asked for, would 
have been necessary. Sir, it is a high compliment 
to the late President, as wellasto his Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, that ameasure for which, more than any other, they 
were vilified, is one of the first measures of this Administra- 
tion. It is a precious confession this, of the present Secreta- 
ty, that the issue of Treasury notesis a ‘(measure of obvious 
necessity.” Why, sir, during the last Presidential canvass, 
engraved imitations of those notes were published in every Fe- 
deral paper—were fluttered before the people by every Federal 
stump orator, and posted upon the walls of every log cabin. I 
rejoice that the “sober second thought” of those who ridiculed 
and opposed them, has found them to be “a measure of ob- 
vieus necessity,” y D 

Mr. Chairman, continued Mr. F. I shall vote against this bill 
for the following reasons: 

Because Ido not believe that, in the low state of credit in 
which the Government stands, they will command their nomi- 
nal value in specie; and I am opposed to paying the public 
creditor in depreciated paper. i 

Because it is not proposed that they shall be issued asa tempo- 
rary relief, to be paid out of the ordinary revenue of the Go. 
vernment to accrue within the year; on the contrary, the bill 
expressly provides that they are to be paid with money to be 
borrowed, if it can be done, on a permanent loan; and fam ut- 
teily opposed to commencing or increasing a national debtin 
time of profound peace, and that, too, before any: provision is 
made for the payment of it. Our foreign relations, we are every 
day told, are of the most delicate character. I trust that any 
contreversy of a warlike nature is far from us; but it may come, 
and ifit does, I hope that, however unprepared in other respects, 
our national eredit may be found unexhausted, unimpaired, 
unembarrassed, even to the value ofa dollar, 1 will sooner vote 
for a direct tax, than for a national debt in time of peace, 4 

Because the coatrolling majority in Congress have it in their 
‘power to réstore the proceeds of the sales of the public lands to 
the Treasury, where they rightfully and constitutionally belong; 
and refuse to dv so. A portion of, these lands (said Mr. 
F.) were ceded by some ofthe States tothe Federal Go- 
vernment, for the benefit of the Union; that the money 
arising from the sales might be applied to the support of 
the Government, and the taxes upon the people thereby be 
diminished. Another portion was purchased with the 
money collected from the people for the support of the Govern- 
ment, and the proceeds of right should go to defray the expenses 
of the Government, that the faxes upon the people may by that 
much be the iess. But this very Congress, by a gross breach of 
trust, has diverted the proceeds of the lands from their legiti- 
mate object, and now seeks to-supply the deficiency by a loan 
which must be eventually paid by increased taxation upon the 
country. If this bill fails, and those who have the power’ 
to restore this fund, refuse to do so, upon them be the respon- 
sibility of suffering the Gav-roment to be disgraced for want of 
money to meet its engagements. 

Another reason why he would not vote for further loans to be 
paid by further taxes upon theindustry of the country, 
was that this Government has upon deposite with the 
severa] States, the sum of twenty eight million of dollars 
which it has aright to call foratany moment. This money, 
said Mr. F. came into the Treasury by way of duties upon 
articles imported into the country, which duties were added to 
the price of the article, and were therefore paid by the consu- 
mers, the great body of ‘the people. tt was collected 
of them by this indirect mode of taxation to defray the 
necessary expenses of the Government—not. being required for 
that purpose at that time (1836) it was deposited with the se- 
veral states, and by them received under the most solemn 
pledges of State faith to return it when salied upon to do so— 
and yet, in this hour of pressing necessity, wher: your coffers 
are empiy and your Government is disgraced for lack of funds 
to meet the demands of its creditors, the Congress of the United 
States, the trustees of the people, appointed to guard their 
interests, instead of demading payment of a portion of this de- 
posite that it may be applied to the purpose for which it was 
taken from the people, go about to lay new taxes orto make 
loans which must be paid by increased taxes. 


Mr. F. said he did not and would not treat this subject as one 
ofa party character; it was one which touched the dearest in- 
lerests of the people; we were exercising the highest power 
with which any Government could be invested—that of taking 
from the earnings of industry and from the savings of pru- 
dence, to support this Government; and common honesty re- 
quired that ali which has heretofore been contributed for that 
purpose should be faithfully administered before increased bur- 
dens were laid upon the people. Nor isit, he said, a tri- 
fling amount which has been absiracted from the Trea- 
sury, and which must now be supplied, unless we 
retrace our steps. ‘Fhe public lands are estimated to be worth 
atleast one hundred millions of dolars. Add to this the 
amount on deposite with the State, and wehave the enormous 
sum of one hundred and twenty eight millions of dollars 
which unjust legislation has taken from the coffers of the 
nation and which the nation must again supply by taxation. 
Wil any State, in the teeth of its most solemn pledges, given 
under the sanction of its constitutedauthorities, repudiate this 
debt? He did not believe that one would be found so recreant 
to every principle ofhonor and honesty, Why then should it 
not be demanded in such imstalments as would meet the pro 
sent necessities of the Government without embarrassing the 
States. Itis political cowardice of the most craven kind which 
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fears to call upon the States for what they justly owe, while it 
does not hesitate to impose additional taxes upon the necessa- 
ries of life, to.be paid by those who consume them. You com- 
pel, said Mr. F. the farmer to pay a tax upon every farming 
utensil which he uses—the mechanic upon the tools of his 
trade—the laborer upon his coarse clothing—the very beggar 
upon the salt which he eats with his potato—but you are afraid 
to Gall upon the States for what they owe, lest it should be un 
popular, th 2° 3 

_ Mr. F. continued by saying that he should have been unwil- 
Jing to oppose this bill, ifhe did wot suppose that a better re- 
medy was within the power of the majority in Congress; and al- 
though he presumed that his voice would be unheeded, he would 
„advise those who had the power here, that if they would escape 
the shameful condition into which we have fallen, instead of 
rushing madly on, deeper and deeper into debt and difficulty,» 
to retrace their steps—to undo, as far as they could, al} that’ 
they had done—to blot out, as far as possible, every vestige of 
the extra session, under the disastrous consequences of which 
the country and the Government are alike sufferiug—to restore 
to the publie Treasury the receipts from the sales of the public 
Jands~—repeal your Bankrupt law, which will utterly derange 
the whole business of the country, and make ten bankrupts 
where it will relieve one—to repeal the law of the extra session 
organizing the home squadron, at an expense of a million of dol- 
Jars a year, a useless humbug, which the Secretary of 
the Navy does not know what to do with—to call upon 
the States for an instalment of the money they have 
in deposite—in a word, set seriously and honestly to work 
to redeem your promises of “retrenchment, economy, and re- 
form;’’ cut down your expenses five milions below tue annual 
expenses ofthe last Administiation, instead of raising them that 
amount higher; reduce your official salaries as you promised— 
reduce the number of officers as you promised—~in the name of 
the people, said Mr. T. I beseech you to do something besides 
adding debt to debt, and heaping taxation upon taxation, You 
do not need money more than you need that confidence which 
can only be acquired by honest action—deal jusily with those 
who have entrusted to you their interestis—show to the world 
that you intend to act honestly, and you will have no need to 
borrow money, Or, if you have, you can obtain it on favorable 

erms. s 

He had spoken (Mr. F. said) of the Administration without 
separating the Executive hranch from the legislative, but that 
his remarks were chiefiy applicabie to the majority in the two 
Houses of Congress, as the measures upon which he had com- 
mented, and which had brought about the present disastrous 
state of affairs, had all originated in this Capitol. As an Ame- 
rican citizen, said Mr.F I deeply regret the lamentabie condi- 
tion of the Government and of the country; for although the 
blame properly belongs to a party, yet the evils of bad measures 
affect the whole people, and the odrum of unjust legislation will 
more or less affect the character of tie nation. JI will do all 
that, ina faithiul discharge of my duty to those whom I repre- 
sent, I can do, to bring abeuta better state of things; butso tong 
us those Who have the power refuse to exercise it honestly, Í 
cannot, I will not, vote to increase he taxes upon the peopie, 
dy borrowing another dollar—-no, sir, nota dollar. 

Mr. ARNOLD spoke at great length on various subjects con- 
nected with the question before the House. 

He commenced by referring to the fact that his friend from 
Pennsylvania, (Mr. Coorer,] who had the other day hinted at 
the deposite bank system, and merely squinted at a general 
view of politics, was called to order and his speech broken off; 
but since that time a latitude of remark had been taken, 
spreading over the whole system of politics of the country for 
the last twelve years. And he desired the honorable chairman 
to award to him the same latitude, for he disliked very much to 
be handled by rigid rules. He should go according to the De- 
mocratic maxim, and take the largest liberty, 

‘The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Dean) had yesterday said 
that the Whig party were totally dissevered, and resembled a 
headless corpse. But there was a little remnant of the Whig 
party left here, and he thought it wasunkind for gentlemen to 
tread with iron heel upon the dead and mangled body, and that 
there was little magnanimity init. When the Whig party that 
had but recently been called the triumphant Whig party was 
now laid in the dust, and scattered to the four winds of heaven, 
it should be his business to stand by the little fragment that re- 
mained, and keep it together as a lump of leaven that would 
leave the whole lump yet. lle did not yet despair for this Re- 

abd. 

r Tne view which he had now in rising was that the contry 
should not be imposed upon by the gross misrepresentations, to 
say the Jeast of them, that had been made day after day upon 
this floor, and not tosuffer them to go to the country uncon- 
tradicted. If the Whig party was broken to pieces, he would 
reply: to those infamous and barefaced propasitions, and when 
he was not physically able to do it he would have his speech 
stereotyped, and have the clerk read it every day, [laughter;] 
and he would make it so plain that it would be understood even 
by the people in New Hampshire. [Laughter.] é 

What was the question before the House? ft was whether 
they should issue Treasury notes, or make another attempt to 
borrow money to supply the absolute wants of the Treasury. 
He would assign the reasons why he should go for the issue of 
Treasury notes; and, as he intended to offer an amendment to 
the amendment of the gentleman ftom Kentucky, [Mr. Un- 
DERWOOD,) he would read it now, that he might comment 
upon it in the course of his remarks. , 

{Te then read the amendment, which provides for the issue 

. of Treasury notes of any denomination not under five dolars. 
This amendment, he said, he had felt his duty to o and he 
believed it asalutary one, which the country at large would 
approve of, but, before he proceeded to discuss the amendment, 
he would advance his reasons why he should vote for this bill. 
If we could borrow money ata fair rate of interest, he should 
go fora loan, because he thought it the best plan. But could 
they borrow the money? ‘That was the question. They were 
told by the chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
and by the Secretary of the Treasury that they could not. He 
had no doubt of the fact himself and for the reasons that he 
would state. x ae 

During the last twelve years a party had risen up in this 
country, extending itself from New Hampshire to Missouri, 
‘whose incessant cry was “the rich man against the poor man,” 
which was calculated to excite prejudice against the capitalists 
in the country, no matter how their wealth has been acquired; 
if from industry, economy, and sobriety, he was denounced by 
this party as an enemy to the poor man; and the doctrine had 
gone forth through the land of repeal—the repeal of all char- 


ters. Was not this calculated te destroy credit, and to. make 
the man of capital go to the caves and bury his money, for fear 
that the strong arm of the robber, excited by these very politi- 
cians who held this agrarian doctrine which strikes down every 
thing, might come and rifle his coffers, and, if he resisted, put 

__ him to the sword? The cry has also been raised against foreign 
capitalists whose money we had borrowed to carry on the busi- 
ness:of the country. It began with regard to the poor litile 
sum of seven millions, at the time of the old United States 
Bank.. It wassaid it would never dofor usto be using the mo- 
ney of these loras in Europe, and paying them the interest 
upen it, 

He was convinced then that we had not enough capital in this 
country; that we were a young and vigorous people, and needed 
a great deal more capital; and he vo-ed to retain this sum within 
our borders. The question came up npon the recharter of the 
old Bank of the United States. A large majority of the oppo- 
nents of Jackson atthat time went for the country instead of 
the pariy and passed a law re-establishing ihe Bank of the 
United States; and the blessed veto had come, whieh was intro- 

, duced into the Constitution by those who favored monarchy, 
after they had failed in thgir attempt to insérta provision that 
the Executive should sustain his position for life. His demo- 
cracy was, thatthe majority should rule, both when he was in 
the minority and when he wasin the majority. But this was 
not the course of modern Democracy, which went for the party 
instead of the country. Under the veto power this seven mil- 
lions of dollars was taken out of the country. Jackson ap- 
plied the veto, and the Democracy raised the shout then, as they 
did last fall, when Tyler used his vetoes, and he would come to 
that subjectandshow whose President Tyler was. The gen- 
teman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Correr] had spoken of the 
courtship between the President and the modern Democratic 
party. This began (continued Mr. A.) atthe time of the “ha 
ha” between his colleague and the gentleman from South 
Carolina, (Mr. Pickens.] When his colleague, last session, 
had introduced a resolution for the ineligibility of the President 
after one term. the gentleman from South Carolina had asked 
him if it included the present incumbent, to which the reply 
being that it did not, the gentleman then said that he would vote 
for it. 2 

Mr. A. then traced the progress of this “courtship,” as indi- 
cated by the successive events which took place: the reportsof 
difficulties in the other end of the Capitol, the fact that some 
gentlemen wended their way every evening up to the Presi- 
dents house, and the rumor which became stronger and 
stronger ofthe veto. Ife then further referred to declarations 
of the organ of Mr. Tyler, the Maslisonian, and to other papers, 
from which extracts were read, and also to the fact of the re- 
joicings of the Democratic party at the time of the late vetoes, 
to show that, out ofthe twelve paces distance between the De- 
mocratic party and the President, the President had come three- 
fourths ofthe way with open arms; and he thought the Demo- 
cracy had made him come the remaining part of the way, from 
what the gentleman from New York {Mr. Froyn] had told 
them this morning. The gentleman had said that if they passed 
a law repealing the distribution act, the Presivent would give 
hissanction. And so with regard toall the other measures of 
the extra session. Whose President was he, then? Not that 
of the Whig party. And asthe gentleman from Pennsylvania 
(Mr. Coopsr] had said, htsaccredited organ had declared that 
the President was no Whig. 

He was going on to show that the Government had no credit 
and could not borrow money, and that the reason was because 
there was a party in this country which had raised a hue and 
cry against capitalists. This party was in power again, and 
wasa majority in this House. ifhe might judge by the vote of 
last Friday on the repeal of the Bankrupt Jaw. hey had be. 
gunthe clamor of the Shylocks of the country for political ef- 
fect, which had moved even the stoutest heartsto quail before it, 
and they now came ready to undo their own work. The mo- 
dern Democracy, who had raised the cry of the rich against the 
poor, and who had shed so many tears over the poor man for 
the sake of making a little political capital, had come forward 
and raised the shout against the very first law that had been 
concocted for the benefit of the honest poor man—tfor he must 
show himself to be an honest man before he can take the henefit 
of this Jaw, which was the only hope to the distressed wife and 
children whose father and husband is bowed down under a load 
of debt from which he can never rise, and by which he is lost to 
his family and to society; and yet they were told in hot haste, 
alarmed at the cry of Democracy, to come up and vote for the 
repeal of this law. Ifthey repealed this Jaw, let them go on and 
unravel all the works of last session, and Jet modern Democracy 
shout; they would not sheat Jong; theirstour would turn ultj- 
mately into mourning. They were told by the Secretary of 
the Treasury that they must go to Europe to borrow money. 
What faith could the Europeans have to loan money to this 
Government, wren this party which wert for repcal—this 

~ Federalist-Robert-Daie. Owen party--werein ascendency on this 
daor? The European capitalist would not lend his money—he 
bad ne faith todo it, Were not the States iu every direction 
crying out repeal—repudiate? 

These were the reasons which induced him to believe they 
could not borrow money; and aithough he was against the issi- 
ing of Treasury notes, he was driven to the necessity of voting 
for it. What had been the course of the Government for the 
last twelve years? It had been a piece ofpatchwork, a n ` 
ble sysiem of expedients, since the time the war commence 
against the ald United States Bank. at the time this great nation 
was ia full health and viger and the currency of the country 
had been destroyed. Py whom? By the Whig party at the 
extra session? This was the declaration here, that afl the dis- 
tress ch hangs upoathis gr ation and weighs it down to 
the dust, was the fruit of the extra session, by gentlemen on 
this fluor, who must either think that we are fools, or the peo 
ple are fools, or, if potout cf order, he would say that they 
were fools themselves. This he thought was the fact. [A 
jaugh.] twas said that the hundred days of Whig rule had 
brought thisGovernment to its present wretched, degraded, 
miserable condition. This was not the case, and the fact 
should be made known. What had becn the system of the 
country for the last twelve years? It bad been a system of 
patch work and deception. Into an examination of this he en- 
tered, tracing the inconsistencies of the course pursued by the 
party in power for the last twelve years, which had formerly 
supported the State bank deposite system, and which, when 
the deposites were moved from the United States Bank, had 
given the order to the banks to loan freely, and under whose 
auspices the banks, having increased from three hundred to 
nine hundred in number, and having exploded and produced 


l 


distress throughout the country, they had turned round agains 


them and advocated the hard money system, on which. they’ 


had rode into office, and were rodeout of it- by “Old Tip.” 


Afterall this they come forward and -tell us that thehun- 


dred days of Whig rule hasbrought all these evils. upon: the 
nation. ` K S F 
The Government had been in the hands of quack doctors for 
the last twelve years, and now by.a disastrous stroke of Provi: 
dence, it was in the. hands of a worse quack than before, with 
whom the opinions of Washington and Madision had no weight. 
Madison had changed his opinion like an honest man; but John 
Tyler, Jike the laws of the Medes.and Persians, changes not. 
The countrymight continue to writhe under soffering,and if his 
mongrel prodacticn—half Sub-Treasury and half bank—were™ 
not adopted, he would change not. Ifthe select committee on 
this subject would give their plan, it might be one that hè would 
agree with. i 


But ifthis were not the case, he would offer a plan which he 


thought would be acceptable to the people ofthe country. He 
hoped the committee would find it convenient soon to réport 
their plan. They had a great dealof wisdom an4 experience, 
and stood in near relation ty his Excellency “Captain Tyler)? 
and he should think they would be able to concocta plan and 
bring it forward. When it did come forward, he had a plan 
which he should offer, and he might yet be considered the 
Neckar of this country. Buthe was going to ask how they 
found the state of the country at the caÑed session. It was a 
point that he wanted to keep before the people. The gentle- 
man from Georgia, (Mr. MeriwstHsr,] the other day, had 
said,and challenged the Democracy on this floor to come for- 
ward and contradict him. that Van Buren’s Administration had 
left a debt of $25,000,600. There had been no attempt to dis. 
reve it. ` 
p Mr. Smirx of Virginia here rose and said hë'denjed it toto 
calo,and called forthe figures in its proof. ` T 

Mr. ARNoLD said he wanted to see the gentleman’s figures 
and his dental in writmg. And the gentleman from Georgia 
would furnish his figures and meet the question, When the 
gentieman from Georgia made his remarks, he had challenged 
gentlemen to show that his etatement was erroneous, And neit- 
herthe learned gentleman from Virginia nor any other gentle. 
man‘ had met the statement, 

The Government had been carried on for the last twelve 
years under this hotchpotch syslem—a ‘system of expedients, 
and this fiscality was nothing more nor less than another ex- 
pedient. fe now declared upon this floor that ifthe committee 
would bring forward a measure that would do more good than 
harm, so anxious was he to benefit the country, he would go 
for it; but they must not expect the concessions to come all 
from one side. Ie had said he wanted to make himself under- 
stood, even among the hills of New Hampshire, with reference 
to the state in which they found the Government at the com- 
mencement ofthe extra session. A 

He then drew a parallel between the Government and a farm 
the profits of which depend upon its good management, wit 
showed that the disastrous effects resulling from years of mis- 
management in the Government, could not be immediately re- 
medied, but that time was required for this purpose. MWe would 
like to know what measure of the called session gentlemen ob- 
jected to. He had understood the gentleman from New York 
{Mr. Frown] to say, this morning, that if there had been no 
called session, the deficit in the Treasury of $14 000,000 or up- 
wards would not have existed. Ie wouid like to know whether 
he misunderstood the gentleman or not . : 

Mr, FLOYD replied that he was confident he had not stated. 
that there would not be a deficiency; but he now said, that if 
the late Administration had been contmued in power, the six 
million loan and the issue of Treasury notes would not have be. 
come necessary. 

Mr. ARNOLD continued. Then there would be no deficiency; 
and this was how he had understood the gentleman. He was 
going to refer gentlemen to the appropriations of the called 
session—to the hundred days of Whig misrule that it was said 
had brought the country down to the lowest depths of poverty. 
What were the expenses of the called session? They were 
less than half a million of dollars, We dere referred totheap- 
propriation of twenty-five thousand dollars to Mrs. Harrison, 
and to the appropriation of three thousand dollars for the fime- 
ral expenses of the late President, commenting upon the oppo- 
sition that had been made to these two measures, and saying 
thatthe world did not furnish sneh an instance of fievdish ma- 
lignant party feeling as was displayed here in regard to these 
two appropriations. Leen 

Which of the measures of the last session did gentlemen ob- 
jectt ? Was itthe Distribution ofthe publie laids? No man 


‘could say that they did not belong legitimately to the States; 


and now was the accer.ted time to give them to the States, while 
they were yielding little relief to the Treasury, the sales of 
which amounted tu about a million and a half of dollars last 
year, every dollar of which had gone to defray the expenses of 
the Treasury up tothe Ist of January. But suppose they re- 
jecied the whole expenses, and the appropriations of the extra. 

ion which had been made to put the country in astate of 
defence, which, icgether, amounted to about five millions of 
dollars, there would siill romain a deficit in the Treasury of nine 
millons of dollars to be now provided for. 

Afier all the denunciation against the Whig party, what had 
been suggested to remedy these evils and to relieve the country? 
The repeal ofthe Bankruptlaw. Would that relieve the coun- 
try? No. It was the only movement by which the burdens of 
the cammunity could be raised up. The repeal of. the Land 
D ution bill was advocated; but what would that amount to 
when the agricultural and the commercial interests of the coun- 
try were prostrated? Of what avail would be the proceeds of 
the public lands, when there were now n? buyers? They amount- 
ed to a million and a half only, and would be butas a drop in the 
bucket, and to which the Governmentis not entitled. Why, he 
asked, would they not lay duties on foreign importations, which 
was the constitutional way to raise revenue and relieve the Trea- 
sury? Gentlemen told them that theyshould adoptasystem offree 
trade, and that, as long as the public jands are permitted to flow 
into the coffers of Government, the treasare would be suffi- 
cient, and it would be unnecessary to lay any duties at all. The 
States could relieve themselves instantaneously if they had 
not given up this power Of levying duties to the General Go- 


` vernment, which they surrendered of the condition that, when 


the old Revolutionary debt was paid off, they should have the 
proceeds of the sales of the public lands. i 
He was for raising revenue and was against direct taxation. 
Some gentlernen had come out for it, and he gave them’ more 
credit for their independence than thei: wisdom. He, wished 


. 


EE 


gentlemen. who were raising the cry of free trade to recollect 
that the duty which France levies on one million of dollars of 
our tobacco was gredter than the duty laid in this country on 
twenty-two millions of dollars of. their wines and silks. And 
he would ask them if they would adopt the system of free trade 
which they advocated while our products were taxed to such 
an enormous amountin other countries. It was time that we 
turned our attention ta this subject, in order to raise revenue 
nécessary lo supply the wants of Government. In connection 
with this subject, he sent tothe Clerk’s tablean article which 
was read vy the Clerk, i 

Butbe would conclude. by a reference to the amendment 
which he had offered; and would consume no more of the time 
of the House, on whose patience he should not soon again tres. 
pass, unless it were to answer misrepresentations made on 
this floor to which no other gentleman replied. The gentle- 
man from. Kentucky [Mr. Unpgrwoop] had gone over the 
ground that these notes should be paid out directly to the cre- 

itors of the United States. He (Mr. A.) thought this would 
be the better plan, and, to perfect it, wished his amendment 
adopted, if the gentleman would not accept it as a modification 
of his proposition. 

What he wanted was this: He objected to Treasury notes, 
because it gave the President and his Cabinet too much patron- 
age, and le! to corruption, and it was too easily done, The 
Treasury notes had never been issued in sums less than fifty 
dollars, and the consequence was, the smaller creditors of the 
Government had never received them, and thas they fly ike 
kites over the heads of the common people. He wanted thei 
to be paid to the creditor ofthe Government, and wanted them 
reduced to the denomination of five dollars; so that the indivi- 
dual who receives large amounts of them from the Government, 
Instead of going and depositing them in the banks, and paying 
out to the opératives the shinplasters of the banks, could pay 
them inthe same currency, and let them have the advantage of 
it, if it was any better than the common currency ofthe conn- 
try. Ifthére was any way by which the issue of Treasury 
notes could relieve the country in the slightest degree, it would 
bo from the amendment which he had offered. Mr, A. having 
concladed— 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL obtained the flosr; but expressed 
himself willing to yield either for a motion to rise and report 
the bill, or simply to gise. 

+ Mr. STANLY hoped that if the committee rose, it would be 
with the understanding that the bill should be reported to- 
morrow.. 

Mr. FILLMORE was satisfied, he said, that it was ont of the 
power of a majority to torce the bill out of committee so long 
as there was a third of the commitiee (Mr. T. was understood to 
say) who were not willing that the debate shouid cease. He, 
therefore, suggested (and was understood to move) that the 
committee nse. It was now past the usual hour of adjourn- 
ment, and he hoped that, ia the Mouse, his resolutien would be 
taken up, and that the House would fix upon two o'clock to- 
morrow, or some other definite hour, at which the bill should 
be taken out of committee. 

„And the question being cn the motion that the committee 
rise— 

Mr. MeKEON made a remark (very indistiscty heard by 
the Reporter,) but which was understood to be that he desired 
to make a few remarks, 

Mr. GILMER had a suggestton to make, he said, to the gen- 
tleman from New York, (Mr. Finumonn ] There might be 
other amendments tothe bill besides those which were now 
pending. And it might be better ihat all the amendments con- 
templated should be offered in Committee af the Whole. 

Mr, FILLMORE, ‘The resolution provides for that. 

Mr. GILMER said he hal eniment which probably he 
should desire to offer; and, if should wish to have an op- 


Mr, FILLMORE was understood to say that the resolution 
provided that any amendment which gentlemen might desire to 
offer should be offered in committee, 

Mr, GILMER said he recol that atthe extra sessson it 
was not deemed in ordtr co make explanations after thé adop- 
tion of a resolution to terminate debate. 

Mr. SUANLY eaid if nations were to be made, we 
should be heie Ui next December. Ifthe friends of the Presi. 
dent here would notaid us in taking this bili out of committee, 
Jet them bear the blame, 

Mr. GILMER said the subject 
the country, and not of the President. « 

Mr. STANLY. Then the gentleman makes a distinction 
between the friends of the President and the friends of the 
country. 

Mr GILMER said that he made no such distinction. T¥e only 
desired is io be understood thas in the position he occupied on 
that floor,be was the representauve of the country; his friend- 
ship acknowledged no master. 

Mr. SMILU of Virginia desired to make a suggestion, but, 
amidst eo much confusion, the purport was not heard by the 
Reporter. 

Mr. FILLMORE, in obedience, asappeared to the Reporter, 
of arequestto that eff om several quarters, withdrew the 
motion that the committee rise, in order that the question might 
he taken on ihe amendments to the bill. 

And ihe Chairman announced the pending question to 
be on the amendment to the amendment, as proposed by Mr. 
ARNOLD. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, moved that the committee 
rise; which motion was reject 


dressed itself to the friends of 


ed the question as above. 


men ris N 
ued to the Chairman that the gentle- 
man from Pennsyly. Oi. J. R- Exezrseni}] wha had 
yielded the floor fora motion to adjuurn, waa entitled to it by 
CGUTEBY. g | 

Mr. INGERSOLL said that if any one was to speak he 
claimed the floor; put was ing to yield for any purpose 
which the House might indie: 

Some cosy on folltwed is point. 

When Mr. T. F. MARSHALL [Mr. INGERSOLL viciding the 
fioor for that purpose] moved that the coniraitiee rise, 

Which motion, by ayes 87. noes net counted, was agreed 
to, So the committee rose, and the Chairman reported pro- 


ress. 
5 Mr. FILLMORE now asked the unanimous consent of the 
House to take up and consider the resolutions offered by him 
this morning, in order to fix some time Che was not particular 
` when) at which the dehateshould cease, and the bill be report- 
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ed. For himself, he was willing to agree to any time thata 
majority ‘of the House might indicate. wat 

Mr, McKEON moved that the House adjourn. ` 

Mr. STANLY asked the yeas and nays on that motion; 
which were ordered, and, being taken, were—yeas 43, 
nays 107. td Rna 

So the House refused to adjourn. 3 

‘The resolation of Mr. Fitpmors being then read, to wit: 

Resolved, That in consideration of the urgent necessity of 
the Treasury, the debate in the Committee of the ‘Whole on 
the state of the Unioh on House bill No. 67, to authorize an 
issue of Treasury notes, from and. after two o'clock to-morrow 
shall cease, and the committee shall then proceed to vote on all 
amendments pending, and which may be submitted, and sha!! 
then report the same, with such amendments as may have 
been agreed to, to the House, unless the same shall be sooner 

| reported to the House by the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. X . 3 

Mr. McKEON rose and objected to the consideration of the 
resolution, ” ` 5 ; 

Mr. T. F. MARSHALL rose and moved to amend the resolu- 
tion,by striking out the words “to-morrow,” and inserting Fri- 
day (at two o'clock.) : y 4 

Mr, FILLMORE said he had no choice. He would submit 
to any thing that was acceptable to the House. 

Mr. GIDDINGS hoped the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. 
MarsHatz] would not insist on bis amendment, Friday beiug 
private bill day. A 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS said something not heard by the 
Reporter. k 

Mr. MARSHALL then suggested four o’clock to-morrow, in- 
stead oftwo. i 

Mr. FILLMORE concurred. N 

Mr, McKEON said thatit was far from his purpose to throw 
any obstacle in the way of speedy action on the bill. It was 
the fixing of the time by the resolution—the principle of the gag 
that was applied at the last session, that he objected to. He 
would remark that nine ofthe majority had spoken on this bill, 
while only three of the opposition had been heard. 

Mr. FILLMORE said that this was not aparty question. 
Membersof both parties were divided on it. i 

Mr. McKEON said he meant the majority of the Jast session, 
and nine of them had been heard. y 

Mr, PENDLETON was understood to suggest that the objec- 
tion to the resolution ceme too late. 

Mr. McKEON contended not; asserting that he had, on the 
reading of the resolution, risen in his place, and distinctly ob- 
jected to its consideration. g 

la this statement Mr, McKeon was sustained by members 
near him. 

The SPEAKER said, such being the state of the ease, the 
zy coludon could only be considerred by a suspension of the 
rules, 

Mr. FILLMORE moved asugpension thereof. 

Mr. CLIFFORD asked the yeas and nays; which were or- 
dazed, and being taken, were as {ojlows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Landaff W. Andrews, Sherlock J. 
Arnold, Aycrigg, Babcock, Barton, Birdseye, Boardman, Bor- 
den, Botts, Boyd, Brewster, Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, M. 

* Brown, Calhoun, Thomas J, Campbell, Caruthers, Casey, 
Childs, Chittenden, Staley N. Clarke, Cooper, Cowen, Cran: 
ston, Cravens, Cushing, Garrett Davis, Deberry, John Ed- 
wards, Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, Gamble, Gates, Genty, 
Gilmer, Goggin, Patrick G, Goode, Graham, Granger, Green, 
Hahersham, Hall, Halsted, Nays, Henry, Howard, Joseph R. 
Ingersoll, James Irvin, William W., Irwin, Cave Johnson, E D. 
Jones, John P. Kennedy, Lane, Lawrence, Abraham McCiel- 
Jan, Thomas F. Marshall, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, 
Maxweil, Maynard, Meriwether. Moore, Morrow, Owsley, Par- 
menter, Partridge, Pearce. Pendleton. Powell, Ramsey, Benja- 
min Randall, Randolph, Rayner, Ridgway, Rodney. William 
Russell, James M. Russell, Saltonstall. Shepperd, Simonton, 
Truman Smith, Stanly, Alexander H, I. Stuart, John T. 
Sinart, Summers, Taliaferro, Richard W. ‘Thompson, Tilling- 
hast, Toland, Tomlinson, Turney, Underwood, Warren, Wash- 
ington, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Winthrop, 
Yorke, Augustus Young—l04. 

NaAYS—Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, Aaron V. Brown, Chas. 
Brown, Burke, William O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Pat- 
rick C. Caldwell. Cary, Clifford, Clinton, Daniel, Richard D 
Davis, Dawson, Doan, Doig, Eastman, Egbert, Ferris, Joha G. 
Floyd, Charlies A. Fioyd, Fornance, William O. Goode, Gordon, 
Gustine, Harris, John Wastings, Hopkins, Houck, Hubard, C. 
J. Ingersoll, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Lewis, Lowell, Robert 
Me ilan, McKay, McKeon, Marchand, A. Marshall, Medill, 


Roosevelt, Sanford, Shaw, Shields, William Smith, Snyder, 
Sprigg, Steenrod, John B. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Van 
Buren, Weller, Westbrook,Wames W. Williams, ©. If. Wil- 
liams, anc Wood—63. 7 

So, two-thirds not voting in the affirmative, the rules were 
not suspended, 

Mr. FILLMORE then rose, and gave notice that he intended 
to move bis resolution daily, that the country might know why 
it was that this measure was not acted on. 

Mr. PROFFITT said he also gave notice that he would renew 
the motion daily for the Committee on the Judiciary to report 
on the repeal of the Bankrupt bill, in order that the country 
might see who it was that was keeping back that report, 

A member (heard but not seen by the Reporter) moved that 
the House danow adjourn. | 
pon the SPEAKER, by general consent, laid before the 

ouse 

A communication from the Treasury Department, enclos- 
ing returns from the banks of the District: referred to the 
Committee for the District of Columbia, and ordered to be 
i printed. 

Also, the annual report from the Secretary of the Navy, 
on the subject of the employment of clerks in that Depart- 
ment and their compensation: referred to the Committee 
on the Expenditures in the Navy Department, and ordered to 
be printed. i 

Mr. McKEON moved that the House resolve itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union for the purpose 
of resuming the consideration of the Treasury note til and 
asked the yeas and nays on that motion. 

Mr. SPRIGG moced that the House adjourn. 

A member (not seen by the Reporter, for the darkness was 
now becoming visible) asked the yeas nays; which were order- 
ed, and being taken, the vote_stood—yeas 75, nays 102. 

So the House refused to adjourn. Í 


Miller, Newkard, Plumer, Profit, Reding, Reynolds, Riggs, . 


Mr. WELLER moved that the House resolue itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the’state of the Union, for the purpose 
of resuming the consideration of the Treasury Note bill, and 
asked the yeas and nays; which were refused. 

_ A brief conversation between Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky 
and the SPEAKER followed, having reference, as the Reporter 
thinks, to the order of business. 

Mr. FILLMORE complained that there was so much confu- 
sion,,that not a word of what was going on could be heard, 

Mr, ANDREWS of Kentucky moved that the House ad- 


journ: 
: Mr. STEENROD asked the yeas and nayson that motion; 
which were refused, 

The motion was then put, and agreed to. . 

And at ten minutes past five o’clock, the House adjourned, 


IN SENATE, 
Tuurspay, January 13, 1842. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. of the Senate laid 
before that tody a report from the Commissioner 
of Public Buildings, showing the expenditures out 
of the funds for the publie buildings. 

Mr. PRENTISS presented the petition of Har- 
man Kingsbury, praying for the repeal of that part 
of the ¿ct cf Congress regulating the Post Office 
Department which requires postmasters to deliver 
letters, papers, &c. on Sunday: referred to the 
Committee cn the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Messrs. HUNTINGTON, KERR, MANGUM, 
TALLMADGE, MILLER, HENDERSON, 
PHELPS, BUCHANAN, BERRIEN, CLAY, 
and WOODBRIDGE, presented memorials prin- 
cipally from citizens of New York, remonstrating 
against the modification, postponement, ‘or repeal 
of the Bankrupt law; which were referred to the 
Judiciary Committee, 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a memorial from cer- 
tain firms in the city of New York, praying the 
repeal of the Bankrupt law. He remarked thata 
few of the firms were known to him, and were re- 
spectable business men, 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial nume- 
rously signed by citizens cf Lancaster, Pennsylva- 
nia, setting forth that that town was an eligible lo. 
cation for the national foundry proposed to be 
established by the Government. Mr. B. remarked 
that it would not be proper for him, as be was re- 
siding in that place, to say much upon the sub- 
ject; yet he believed that when the claims of that 
place were examined, it would be found the most 
admirable location in the Union: referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. MERRICK presented the memorial of a 
large number cf the citizens ef the city of Balti- 
more, remonstrating against any interference with 
the Bankrupt law, either by postponement, amend- 
ment, or repeal. 

Mr. MERRICK, in presenting this memorial, 
said he would take the occasion to remark that he 
had voted for the law in question at the last session, 

- and he had seen no reason since to change his opi- 
nion, elther as to the constitutionality of the law 
itself, or the salutary effects to be expected from it, 
He would further remark that there appeared to be 
some strange inconsistencies in the positions as» 
sumed and maintained by gentlemen who had given 
their opinions on a previous day in favor ofa re- 
peal of the law. I! was, for mstance, contended 
that Congress had no power to emb ace within the 
provisions ofa bankrupt law insolvents, but must 
confine iis operation strictly to bankrupts. Now, 
he could not understand the distinction gentlemen 
wished to make. Insolvency, according to some 
of the best legal auihors, constituted bankrupiey, 
and yet gentleman said an insolvent could not be a 
bankrupt. 

He had this morning taken occasion hastily to 
look at Jacob’s Law Dictionary, and he found that 
that author, treating of the subject of bankruptey, 
says, at page 234: 

The legisiature having thus, by positive law, declared what 
acts shall be considered as criterions of insolvency or fraud 
whereon to ground a commission, none other can be admitted 
by inference or analogy.” 

Plainly declaring that insolvency is a constituent 
of bankruptcy, and the ground for the issuance of 
a commission, the particular act of bankruptcy being 
but the evidence of the fact of insolvency. 

Again, at page 237, the same anthor, in enume- 
rating the several acts which are termed acts of 
bankrupicy, mentions as one of those acts “being 
arrested for debt, and lying two months in prison,” 
and remarks: 

“The statute doea not make the mere being arrested an act of 


pankruptcy; the most substantial trader is liable to be arrested; 
but the prestmption of insolvency arises from his lying in pri- 
son two months without being able to get bail”? 

` Thus, then, it appears, according to the argu- 
ments of gentlemen, that insolvency makes a bank- 
rupt, and yetan insolvent cannot be a bankrupt. 
Again, sir, it is said, that we have no right to ex- 
tend the benetits of a bankrupt law to any other 
class of our cilizens than traders, because England 
confined, at the time our Constitution was adopted, 
the operation of her bankrupt laws to traders. Now, 
does not every one know that the exemption of 
other classes from such laws in England was their 
peculiar privilege? And who will say that our Con- 
stituion contemplated the grant of peculiar privi- 
leges to any class of individuals in our country? 
Again, sir, it is said the original signification of the 
word confines it to traders, 

Why, sir, (said Mr. M.) the word originally 
meant a broken bench, originating with the Lom- 
bards, who were traders, and whose benches the 
people would break to pieces when they became 
insolvent or unable to pay their debts. Now, sir, 
there would be just as much good sense in con- 
struing the power given us by the Constitution to 
pass uniform laws on the subject of bankruptey to 
mean only a power to pass uniform laws on the 
subject of breaking benches, as there is in saying we 

. must confine the operation of such laws to the par- 
ticular class with whom the tcrm originated. It 
seems, indeed, strange to me, further, sir, that gen- 
tlemen should contend thata fraudulent debtor, a 
man who commits fraud, can be made the subject 
of the beneficent operation of our laws, and be ab- 
solved forever from the burden of contracts with 
which he is unable to comply, and that the honest, 
fair, upright debtor, who has been overtaken by 
misfortune, and is therefore Qnable to pay his debts, 
but who is untainted with fraud, should be ex- 
cluded from the benefits of our legislation, and in- 
exorably held to a compliance with the letter of his 
contract. Such a position cannot be maintained. l 
move you, Mr. President, that the reading of the 
memorial be dispensed with, and thst it be relerred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


Mr. WOODBRIDGE presen‘ed a memorial 
from citizens of Kalamazoo, Michigan, calling the 
attention of Congress to the condition of the com- 
merce of the Northern |.kes—the losses of life 
and property for the want ofa proper appropria- 
„tion by Congress to improve the natural ‘harbors 
there. The public lands, Mr. W. said, deprecia- 
ted in value in consequence of the inattention of 
Congress to the condition of the lake harbors. The 
petitioners ask in virtue of the general principle of 
appropriation to improve the barbors on the 
Northern coast frontier, that some appropriation 
may be made to improve harbors on the lakes. 
The petition was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. WALKER said he was requested to present 
several petitions from the city of New York, re- 
monstrating against the repeal of the Bankrupt 
bill. Mr. W. said, whatever defecis there might 
be in the biil, there was no force, and (but for bis 
great respect for those who urged them) he would 
say there was no plausibility in the arguments 
against the constitutionality of the measure. The 
ground assumed was, that it was a mere insolvent 
law; first, because it extended to persons other 
than traders; and, second, brcause the proceeding 
might be commenced by the babkrupt. Now, the 
question had been most elaborately argued in 1840, 
by his respected friend, the theu able Senator from 
New Jersey, [Mr. Watt,] on the one side, and 
by himself on the cther, on the motion to strike out 
the restriction confining the will to traders. On 
that occasion he (Mr. Waker) had shown that tho 
colonies, prior to the Revolution, and the States af- 
terwards, before the grant, by them, of this power 
to Congress, had frequcatly passed bills, called 
and recognised as Baukrapt bills, extending to all 
classes, and permitting the bankrupt to commence 
ihe proceeding, and this same power over the sub- 
ject of bankruptcy which pre-existed in the States, 
was granted by them in the Constitution to Con- 
giess, without limitation. Besides, when the 
convention of New York ratifed the Consti- 
tution of the Uniied States for that Siate, 
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they proposed an amendment confining the 


bankrupt power of Congress, to traders, therc- 


by admiting, as the Constitution stood, it 
was not confined to ‘traders. At the first 
Congress which met in New York, in 1789, ‘this 
proposed amendment was with all others referred 
in the House to a committee (of which Mr. Madi- 
son was a member) of one from each State, Ia 
the report of the committee, various amendments, 
as proposed, were recommended for adoption, but 
not this in regard to the bankrupt question. Now, 
it has been said, that this amepdment was not re- 
commended, because that was already the true 
meaning of the Constitution, and such an amend- 
ment would have been unnecessary. But the re- 
port negatives this position, for it shows that a'l the 
other amendments recommended by the committee 
and adopted, were admitted by the committee to be 
declaratory only of the true meaning of the Consti- 
tution, and not changes, and only adopted to satisfy 
the doubts of New York, and other States. But 
notso with this amendment, because of the commit- 
tee not being prepared to recommend this change. 
This report was not published among the documents 
of either Hcuse. Mr. W. had directed.a search for 
it among the original papers of the EIouse, but 
was informed that it was Jost. After diligent 
search, however, Mr. W. said he had fovad it in 
the files of the New York Gazette of 1789, in the 
Library of Congress, and this report mast be con- 
elusive on this point. But we were told we must 
loo to the English Bankrupt law for ovr model. 
Why so? Why not rather to the State and Colo.» 
nial laws which preceded the Constitution, and 
which recognized neither of these distinctions? and 
the power which they possessed, and had recog- 
nised and exercised as the bankrupt power, was the 
same which they, the Gates, had granted to Con- 
gress, Besides, the first English law of bank- 
ruptsy in the reign of Henry the 8th, extended 
to all classes, and althongh it was subsequently re- 
stricted to traders in the reign of Elizabeth, 
it had again, long before the adoption of the 
Consti' ution, been extended in England toa vast 
number of individuals who were not traders, and 
such was the English law when our Constitution was 
adopted. In those laws, also, not only had the power 
been extended to persons who were not traders, but 
the application, sabsiantiarly, was permitted to be 
made by the debtor. An insolvency acknowledged 
in court, or advertised by the bankrupt in a newspa- 
per, was permitted to be regarded as a declaration 
of bankruptcy, and authorized proceedings against 
him. Nay, more: when it was proved in the courts 
of England that a single creditor had proceeded at 
the request, and for the benefit of the bankrupt, it 
was decided that the case came within the law, and 
therefore that, in point of fact, it was not merely a 
compulsory proceeding, but might be commenced 
at the instance of the debtor. Besides, the term bank- 
rupt is not an English common law term, but is ad- 
mitted by’all their writers to be derived from the civil 
law of continental Europe. Indeed, in the firs Eng- 
lish statute of bankruptcy, the French and civil jaw 
term bangueroufe is the term used, acknowledging 


| the source whence the system was borrowed. Now 


in the civil law bankrap'cy is not confined to 
traders, and it may be, and actually is, most fre- 
quently commenced by a petition to the court from 
the debtor, as it now is in Louisiana, under the 
cessio bonorum of the civillaw. Whether, then, 
we look to the civil law, whence this term and sys- 


| tem were borrowed, or to the laws of England, as 


now administered, or what is higher authority, the 
laws of the States and Colonies preceding the Con- 
stitution, or what is still higher, the contemporane- 
ous construction of the Constitution by its framers, 
there wag no force in these objections. Besides, 
the Supreme Coart of the Union have said that 
sneh an objection would not render the law uncon- 
stitutional, and indeed it seems preposterous, ihat 
the constitutional power of Congress to pass bank- 
rupt laws, should depend on the technical method 
in which the proceeding was commenced in 


‘court, and wonld thus be defeated by some misera- 


ble pleain abatement. These and similar argu- 
ments he, Mr. Warrer, had urged in the former 
debate, and the restriction to traders was then 


| stricken out in the Senate, by a vote of 3T ayes to 


3 noes., Yet, 
very grounds, is uncodstitttional, is now again 


urged, a mere assertion, unsupported by argument, 
reason, or authority, and against: the almost &nani-.. 


mous recorded vote of the Senate after full debate 


of these very questions in 1840 The: petitions ` 
were then: referred, on Mr. Watker’s motion, to 


the Committee'on the Judiciary, with a-request that 
the banks petitioning fer a repeal of the bill; and 
all other banks miznt be included by asupplemen: 
talact in the bankrupt bill, as he believed the banks: 


. to be the-great authors ef all the bankruptcy now 


existing in the country. 


Mr. YOUNG presented the petition of William 


Eimore, of Illinois, asking for a grant of land in 
aid of an orphan asylum anda mannal laborschool 
in that Siate: referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands, * i 

Mr. WOODBURY presented papers upon the 
subject of an increase of pay. to the warrant of- 
ficers in the Navy. it 

Mr. McROBERTS introduced some matter, the 
purport of which was not heard; which was ordera 
ed to be printed, ` wg 

Mr. GRAHAM, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which the subject had been referred, reported the 
biil, with an amendment, for the relief of Ephraim 
Sprague. te i TS 

Mr. GRAHAM, from the Committee on Claims, 
made an adverse report on the petition of John J. 
Beck and Nicholas Fleenor, askingacompensation 
for horses killed at the baile of Tippecanoe; which 
was ordered to He on the tab'e and be printed. 

The following bills were taken up as in commit- 
tee of the whole, acted upon, and, having been res 
ported to the Senate, were ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading, viz: 

The bill for the relief of James H Relfe. 

The bill for the relief of William De Peyster 
and Henry N. Cruger; and 

The bill for the relief of Caleb Eddy. 

Mr. PRESTON, on leave, introduced a bill to 
abolish the office of Commissary General of Pur- 
chases; which. was read twice, and referred to the 
Commitice on Military Affairs. 

The bill for the relief of John 8, Billings was 
taken up as in committee of the whole; tut, on the 
suggestion of Mr. WoopBury, who was apprehen- 
sive that it would cause debate, was laid aside for 
the present. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. announced the un- 
finished business, which was the proposition to tee 
fer to a select committee of nine the plan for a \ 
BOARD OF EXCHEQUER, © . A 
` Mr. BENTON being enutiled to the floor, dis» 
cussed the plan at length, He commented on the 
origin and progress of the system of Exchequer 
billsin England. It was first introduced in Eng. 
land in 1696, as a temporary expedient, and” was 
soon thereafter abondoned; but was again revive 
under Sir Robert Walpole in 1737. He sai 


: lin producing the pre- 
sent enoarmons a than nine bendred mil 
lions of pounds sierling—of ihat conntry. That io 


it was chargeab'e much of the immorality and paw 
perism which now exists there. Fe showed that 
if this plan of an unanimen: Cabinet, which was 
the same in principle, was adopted, it woald re- 
dure this country to the same siate of degradation. 
He den-unged the scheme as an insali to the tas 
lents of the age, and aa oatrage upon the Constitu- 
tion. He said he had always been oppose! to- at 
issue cf paper money by the Government, and was 
therefore oppes2d to this plan whieh proposed. ‘to 
issue ittoan wolimited extent, hows. ever much 
it hed the sgpeayance of being guarded. Mr. B. 
pointed oul blessings ch wou d result io the 
netion if 


f the Government was brought back to the 
constinutional currcney—goid and siver; and forci- 
bly depicted ihe ruinous effects ofa paper carren- 
cy upou every mterest, , 

Mr. B. remarked that ha saw in the contest wa- 
ging against this measure in the ranza of the Whig 
party, a división distinctly marked. Taat party 
was divided on the question whether there should 
be a Government Bank, or a corporate Bank, iade- 
pendent of ihe Governmen', whether there should 


the asseriion that the law on these” 


i 


be an issue of paper money by a Government 
Bank, or by an independent corporation. The 
larger wing of the division was in favor of an in- 


dependent corporation and issue of paper; and: 


the smaller was in favor of a Govern- 
ment Bank and issue of paper money. The 
larger maintain. the Hamiltonian policy, and 
the other, and smaller wiag, have gone far beyond 
that time, to the times of Sir Robert Walpole, 
whose policy would be more dangerous and disas- 
trous to the country than the Hamiltonian policy 
with all its evils and dangers. After Mr. B. con- 
cluded his remarks, the question of reference to a 
select committee of nine was taken, and decided in 
the affirmative without a count. 

Mr. SIMMONS moved that the Committee on 

` Manufactures have leave to appointa clerk. 

Mr. CALHOUN opposed the appointment of 
any clerk by that committee, and moved that the 
Senate adjourn; but withdrew the motion at the re- 
quest of . 

Mr. MANGUM, on whose motion an order, was 
adopted that when the Senate adjourn, it adjourn to 
meet on Monday. 

The Senate then adjourned till Monday. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tourspay, January 13, 1842, 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
TAKING BILLS OUT OF COMMITTEE. 

Mr. STANLY gave notice that on to-morrow, or at an early 
day, if it would bein order, he would move to amend the 127th 
rule of the 26th Congress, so as to “provide for the discharge 
of the Committee of the Whole from the consideration of any 
bill referred to it, after acting, without debate, on all amend- 
ments pending, and that may be offered.” 

Mr. STANLY said it was utterly impossible to transact the 
public business without this rule, and that for want of it the 
majority, of the House were unable to provide for the urgent 
wants ofthe Government. [This was one of the rules of the 
extra session. } 

Mr. FESSENDEN. And I give notice that if the gentleman 
from North Carolina (Mr. Stanzy] does not offer such a resu- 


dation, I will, 
TUE ONE HOUR RULE. 
Mr. G. DAVIS gave notice that he would hereafter introduce 
a resolution, if no other gentleman did, to re-establish the ore- 
hour rule. 
{Cries of “one hour anda half,” and “oh, the gag-Jaw again;’? 


Sery ity? &c.J 
: TREASURY NOTE BILL, 
; Mr. FILLMORE asked leave to offer the following reso- 

ution: i 

ResolSed, That, in consideration of the urgent necessity of 
the Treasury, the deba‘e in the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union on House bill No. 67, to aughorize an issue 
of Treasuly notes, from and after shall cease, and the 
committee shall then proceed t vyote on all amendments 
pending, and which may submitted, and shall then report 
tie same, with such amenidmenia as may have been agreed 
to, to the House, unless the same shall be sooner reported to 
hd House by the Commitice of the Whole on the state of the 

nion. . 

Mr. McKEON objected. But he desired to say a singio word 
to the chairman of the Comm ttee of Ways and Means, {Mr. 
FILLMORE. } 

Mr, STANLY called Mr. MeKron to order. 

Mr. McKEON said if the gentleman from New York {¥fr. 
Fictmors] would cousent— 

The SPEAKER said tbe gentloman wag not in order. 

Mr, STANLY hoped that the gentleman would take his 
seat. 

Mr. WOOD desired to be informed by the Speaker whether 
the regular business in order was not the reception of peti- 
tions. 

The SPEAKER said yes; but the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Fizumore] had moved a suspension of therules. 

Mr. McKEON desired to make an mquiry. 

{Cries to order. ] 

Mr, J. ©. CLARK said he believed it had always been in 
orderon this floor for one gentleman to ask a question of 
another, 

Mr. STANLY called to order. 
lead to debate. 

The SPEAKER said he could entertain no interrogatories if 
objection was made. 

Mr. WOOD called for the regular order of business, 

Mr. FILLMORE saii he p 
rules for the purpose of lAtroducir 
pension wasagreed to, he was w 
modify the resolution in any way it thong 

Mr. WOOD desired to make a brief exp 

The SPEAKER said it was not in order. 

Mr. McK WON asked the yeas aad nays on the motion of Mr. 
FILM o suspend the rule; which were ordered, and, being 
taken, resulted as follo 

YEAS—M 
Jock J. And 


The question would only 


on Hf the sus- 
t the House should 


FW. Andrews, Sher- 
ck, Baker, Barnard, 
len, Boyd. B ewster, 
son JT. Buter, Cal- 

phell, Carnthers, 
z Staley N. Clarke, 
t Devis,-Beborry, Jobn Ed- 


houn, r 
Casey, Chapman, Chit x 
Cowen, Cranston, Cushing, Gary 
warda, Everett. Fessenden, Filmore, A. Lawrence Foster, 
Gamble, Gees, Gentry, Giddings, Gilmer, Goegin, Patrick G. 
Goode, Granger, Habersham, Halt, Halsted, Hays, Henry, 
Yolmes, Howard, Hadson, Hani, J. R. Incersoll. James Irvin, 
William W. Irwin, Cave Johnson, Willlam Cost Johnson, Jobn 
P. Kennedy, Lawrence, Linn, Thomas F. Marshall, Samson 
Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Meriwether, 
Moore, Morris, Osborne, Owsley, Parmenter, Partridge, 
Pearce, Pendleton, Pope, Powell, Ramsey, Alexander Ran 
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dall, Benjamin Randall, Randolph, Ridgway, Riggs, Rodney, 
William Russell, James M. ‘Russell, Saltonstall, Saunders, 
Shepperd, Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, Stratton, 
Alexander H. H. Stuart, John F. Stuart, Summers, Taliaferro, 
John B. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Trumbull, 
Turney, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, Watierson, T. W. Williams, 
Lewis Williams, Christopher H Williams, Winthrop, Yorke, 
Augustus Young;and John Young—119. 

NAYS—Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, Bidlack, Bowne, Aaron 
V. Brown, Burke, Wiliam O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, 
Patrick ©. Caldwell, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Cross, Daniel, 
Richard Ð. Davis, ean, Doan, Eastman, John ©. Edwards, 
Egbert, Ferris, John G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, 
William O. Goode, Gordon, Gustine, Gwin, Hopkins, Houck, 
Tfubard, Charles J.. Ingersoll, Jack, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, 
Lewis,Lowell, Robert McClellan, McKay, McKeon, Marchand, 
Alfred Marshall, John Thompson Mason, Mathews, Miler, 
Newhard, Payne, Pickens, Plumer, Profit, Reding, Rey- 
nolds, Rhett, Roosevelt, Sanford, Shaw, William Smith, Sny- 
der, Sprigg, Steenrod, Sweney, Jacob Thompson, Watd, West- 
brook, Wise, and Wood~ 86. : 

So (two-thirds not votingin the affirmative)*the’ rules were 
not suspended. i 

Mr. FILLMORE moved to postpone the reception of peti- 
tions, for the purpose. of going into Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

Mr. RHETT asked leave to offer the following resolution, 
which was read for information. s 

Resolved, by unanimousconsent, That the Touse will go 
forthwith into the Committee of the Whole, take the vote on all 
amendments which have been or may be offered without de- 
bate, and report the result of the deliberations of the Commit- 
tee to the House so soon as the said voting has terminated, pro- 
vided any member may briefly explain avy amendment he may 
offer. 

{Cries of “agreed, agreed”?—“no, no.”] 

Mr. RHETT said his object was to givean opportunity for 
reasonable explanations. A 

Mr. STANLY said that what the gentleman termed rea- 
fonable explanations might run out to a debate of five or ten 

ours. - 
: Mr. WISE rose and objected to the reception of the reso- 
ution. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he was willing to assent to the resolu- 
tion if some limit as to timé@ could be fixed for the explanations, 
say ten minutes. 

Mr. GILMER. Give me fifteen minutes, 

Mr. FILLMORE said he had no objection to fifteen mi- 
nutes. ‘ 

The SPEAKER said the resolution, being objected to, could 
not be received, 

Mr. RHE VT said the Touse would see that the resolution 
itself contemplated “unanimous consent.” Ike would not piess 
the matier one inch beyond that. 

‘The SPEAKER Gentlemen on both sides of the Mouse hay 
objected to the reception of the resolution. 

Mr. RHETT. Then 1 withdraw it 

So the resolution was witdrawn. 

Mr, MoKA Y then suggested that the ITouse, by general con- 
sent. should go into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
th- Union, and that the Chairman should confine the member 
speaking stricdy to the pending question—thua reling out all 
irregular and irrelevant debate, and giving a prospect of its 
close. Mr. McK. went on to enforce the suggestion. 

Mr. STANLY asked Jeave to offer a resolution, auiborizing 
the Committee on Public ixpenditures to employ a clerk for 
said Conmittee. 

My. S, said it was yorder of the commitine, who 
were anxious to di ge their duty, and who found it indis- 
pensable toemploy a clerk. 

fir. PROFFE: objected. è 

Mr. FILLMORE expressed his concurrence in the snggesuon 
made by the gendeman from North Carolina [Mr. MoKayjand 
hoped that the House wouid consent to go imo Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, without the recessity of a 
motion to postpone. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. FILLORE then moved that the House resolve 
itacif into Committee of the Whole on tho state of the Union. 

Which motion being agreed to without a division — 

The Fouse again resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Hoprins, of Vii ginia, in 
the Chair.) and resumed the consideration of the bill “to autho- 
rize an issue of Treasury notes.” — 

Tac state of the question was as follows: 

Mr. UNDERWOOD had heretofore moved to amend the bill 
by adding thereto the following adititional section: 

Be it further enacted, That the notes issued under the au- 
thority Of this act shall nos be sold or picdged by the Treasury, 
or any other Department, for the parpose of raising spec 3 OF 
other funds, but shall be issued alone in favor of the creditor of 

he Government. 


nich amendment Mr, Arnoro had heretofore moved to 
amend. by providing that “notes may be issued of any denomi- 
nation nor b olars?? 


Andihe q jon immediately pending was on the amendment 
to the amendmant. 

Me. JOSEP R. INGERSOLL was entitled to the floor. 

Some conv vion @ot ety heard by the Reporter) 

eAKuR and Mr, INGERSOLL, as to the 
pate which wouid be aliowed in the existing state of 
LOR. 

The CHAIRMAN decided that the debate was to be confined 
ta the amendment of Mr, Arnonp, in relation to the denomina- 
tion of the notes. 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky appealed from the decision, 

Mr. ARNOLD said, if the debate was to be limited w his 
amendment, he world, for the prosent, withdraw it, 

1 then annoineed the q tion ta be on the 
n Unbenwoon, and decided that the debate 
ned to that amendment 

ANDREWS of Kentucky appealed from the decisi 

BRONSON. for the purpose, he said of enabling the een. 
fi tiie re 
isto make, moved to strike out the eon, 


S 


acting clause of the bil. 
Mr. THOMPSON of Mi 
sisted on order bein 
After some conver 
‘fhe question was taken on the appeal of Mr. Annrews, and 
the decision of the Chair was sustained without a division, 


ippiand Mr, WISE rosc and in- 


So the decision wa: jaffired. ; 
‘The question then xpcurging on the motion of Mr. BRoNsoN 
to strike out the enacting chuse of the bill— 

Mr. J.R INGERS@QLL faid: I rose, the day before yesterday, 
when an amendment! wadiproposed by the gentleman from Ky. 
{Mr. Unperwoon,]- to suggest the probable necessity of addi- 
tional. provision to that which he has made, in order to give ef. 
fect tohis proposition; The act of 12th of October, 1837, which 
is the basis of the. préseng bill, contains a clause at variance 
with the amendment; ard requires perhaps to be expressly li- 
mited in its operation, that the amendment may be consistent 
with the body of the bi I rejoice to find in the course of the 
mover and of other gefemen who followed him in debate, the 
harbinger of relief to astpfering Treasury. This feeling has been 
somewhat chilled by an‘opposition in different quarters, mani- 
fested both on the floor and in the course of friendly interchange 
of sentiment, on what cannot fail to be regarded as a subjectof 
deep and peculiarinterest. Nevertheless, I still venture to hope 
that some ground may be discovered on which all may safely 
meet. If indeed, one part of this body stands committed against 
Treasury notes, and another part stands equally committed 
against Government loans, and neither will yield its pride of pre- 
conceived opinion, whatever may be the circumstances which re- 
quire it, the Government must be content to starve, like the 
long-eared animal in the fable, because it cannot choose between 
different supplies of provender. If, too, the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury insists that a loan cannot be procured in season, and 
an eminent banking house believes that upon some terms or 
other it may, and until these different contending parties settle 
their differences, or we agree to choose between them, the coup- 
try is to abide in sorrow and suffering, it becomes our obvious 
duty to reconcile them if we can, ordetermine which is right, 
and to act upon the determination as speedily as circumstances 
will permit. A 

I propose to offer an amendment to the existing proviso be- 
fore I take my seat, which, while it authorizes the issue of Trea- 
sury notes, if proved to be indispensable, effectually postpones 
them and evéry part of them to the Joan, and every part of it 
as far as it can be negotiated; and permits only so much of 
them to be issued as will make up the actual unavoidable defi- 
ciency of the more permanent and preferred security. The 
two kinds of Government engagements will this be offered to. 
gether; their race will be commenced atthe same time. Al- 
though they will be found to pursue it kayd passibus equis, 
they will sufficiently test the ability of the Secretary to borrow 
and the disposition of capitalists to Tend, Our. preference will 
not be found to be the preference of the market. Combining as 
Treasury notes do the threefold purposes of paying debts, bor- 
rowing money, and currency, they are more disposable than 
loans. This is the case even when they are of much larger 
denomination than that of dve dollars, as proposed by a de- 
pending amendment. The first issue of them, under the act 
of 30th June, 1812, bore an interest of five and two fifths per 
cent (though they became subject to a discount at some periods, ) 
while the sixteen millions ioan, which was almost contem- 
porary, was not disposed of under an interest of seven-and-a- 

alf percent. Ido not consider the present small depression 
of one per cent, on Treasury notes as marking in any way the 
discredit of the Government. Itis the natural effect of a gene. 
ral pressure out of doors, where the best individual paper is 
discounsed. as we axe told, at two or three percent. a month, 

My principal object in addressing the committee, I acknow- 
lodge, is to offer a vindication, however teeble, of the course 
that has been pursned by the Committee of Ways and Means, 
and of the principles of the bill under consideration, It was 
sent to them by the proper Department, and, after receiving 
the proviso at their hands, was reported by them in its present 
shape to the House, £ member of that committee, 1 gave 
ray uoqnalifedt assent 10 the bill A preference was predomi- 
nant among us for a different mode of raising money, OF that 
preference, the clearest practical proof was atforded some 
weeks ago. A majority of the committee, puting aside the 
project of the Secretary of the Treasury for raising five mil- 
lions of dollars by Treasury notes, reported as a substitute a 
bill for a Joan to that amount. They atthe same time extend- 
ed from three to twelve years the period for reimbursement of 
the balance not taken of the loan of twelve millions, which the 
President was author zed to negotiate by the act of 21st July, 
141. The preference thus practically expressed and carried, 
as far as in them lay, into practical execution, was not aban- 
doned without great reluctance, It was not abandoned at all 
as long as a lingering hope remained that it would be fruitful. 
Tho desires of the Administration were disregarded. Its re- 
commendations and opinions did not move them. More than 
once they manifested a determination. to carry out their 
own views, influenced, as they folt themselves to be, by the 
best dictates of patriotism, and by a wish to J} islate, net 
upon expediencies, but upon enduring princip for the 
true honor and lusting interests of the country. But they 
learned that a sterner rule than their own desires, or the réa 
commendation of the Executive, must govern then—the 
rule of necessity. ‘They knew of no othe 
the prov. 
method, or for makings 


wy responsible 


ments in relation to them, than the fiscal functionary of the 
Executive L i 
made. 


‘To that off 


ay to sta 


He was cal 


of the Secrat 
es had baen mad 


the ex s ure; 
was one of obvious necessity. 
They were thus instructed by the only competent. teacher. 
Yhey become too well acquainted with the necessities of the 
Government—so urgent that they would not brook delay—so 
delicate that they could not be trifled with or neglected with- 
out positive disgrace. What choice, under these circum- 
tances, was left vo the commiitico, io the Legislature, crto the 
n? None—if, in the necessary resort to a forlorn hope, a 
last and only remedy, there should be no other inconvenience 
or evil than the mere sacrifice of inclinations and preferences 
Sachwill surely appear to be the case if tie measure proposed 
be, as I have nodoubtit is, ander any circumstances, consti- 
turional—and, at the present moment of pressure and emer- 
gency, just and indispensable. 
Turning tothe letter of the Constitution, it would be difficult 
to find a resting place for the purposes of Treasury notes, in 
which they might not be applied to paying the debis, or bor. 


rowing money to supply the wants of the Government. Hthey do 
not immediately and always pay debts, they at least enable cre- 
ditors: to pay themselves, and enable debtors of the. United 
States to make them available in the extinguishment of all dues, 
without the possibility. of neglect, denial or delay: and the 
enable the receivers of them toturn them into money, which 
becomes absolute payment in their hands, If they do not bear 
on their face evidence of having been emitted in return, andas 
an equivalent for money borrowed, they are at least bene- 
ficial substitutes for the usual evidence of a direct and posis 
tive loan. 

Ia successive legislative provisions for them they are de- 
clared to be for both purposes; and have been, in effect, conti 
nuallyso applied. Shortly after the declaration of war with 
England—on the 30th June, 1842—when Mr, Mattison was 
President, and Mr. G.llatin Secretary of the Treasury, they 
commenced their career, and through succeeding Administra 
tions they have maintained. their occasional existence. The 
act of the (2th October, 1837, in like manner describes their 
purposes and gives them their destination. But these statutes 
carefully ‘protect the citizen from any thing buta voluntary 
acceptance of them, It is a mere hydra of the fancy to sup- 
pose that they’are, were, or ever can be, forced upon the credi- 
tor. He is not oppressed or tyrannized over by having the option 
presented to him of an available security, of perpetually in- 
ceasing value, or the empty and unreal saiisfaction ola sha- 
dowy credit, which may be deferred until his hopes shali sicken 
in repeated disappointment. 

Their constitutional character has been recognised and their 
true appellation has been given by high judicial authority. 
Judge Story pronounced them in 1819 to be a legal tender of 
debis due to the United States. He seems to have regarded 
them as a contract between the citizens and the Govergment for 
every purpose of positive liability and incidental currency, 
The Supreme Court, in a recent case, in. 1839, when the penal 
consequences of the decision requireda strict construction of 
the statutes, called them promissory notes; and determined 
that they were properly described as such in the indictment, 
And so they are, to every possible intent, the promissory notes 
ofa firm, whose credit once it would have been disloyalty to 
doubt. The Government being indebted acknowledges its obli- 
gation to pay, places in the hands of its meriterious creditor 
not only proofs irrefragable, to serve if other evidence should 
fail him, but a negotiable instrument, the transfer of which 
may materially avail both the original holder, as it relieves his 
immediate wants, and the subsequent proprietor, as he invests 
his money at a fair interest, not only during the apparent life 
of the note, but after its brief nominal duration has ended. Nei- 
thoir judicial inter) retation,nor legislative enactment, nor popu 
lar use, has limited the constitutionality of these issues to any 
particular object. On the contrary, their character as currency 
is stamped upon the face of them. They are negotiable like 
any other promissory notes, and rendered transferable by de- 
livery, by the mere general endorsement of the party to whom 
they are made vriginal!y payable, The courts of the United 
States have decided on them while in a course of currency; and 
in daily use they pass from hand to hand as freely as the de- 
sires of the public invite, or their Gwn denominations permit. 
Indeed, if I were discussing their practical merits, instead of 
their constitutionality, I might refer to the arguments from one 
quarter complaining of their actual currency, and ftom another, 
of their being hoarded in the coffers of investment—while their 
value aud variety of employment are manifested by their sin- 
gular and useful adaptation to those different ends, 

Being thus universally constitutional, they are, under im- 
mediate circumstances, emmently just. The Qovernment is in 
debt. It cannot pay its debts. Perhaps it cannot cbtain 
means eyen to enabie it to change its posture in an uneasy bed, 
and to borrow from Peter to pay Paul. The Secretary says it 
cannot obtain by loan any thing like an adequate supply in time 
to relieve the existing pressure. 1f, thus situated, it can obtain 
time without wronging any one-—ifitcan have credit by asking 
for it, accompanying only itsasking by an honest acknowledg- 
ment of its liability, and an assumption of interest, which it 
does notordinarily pay. with a positive pledge to receive the 
acknowledgment in payment of debts, creating thus an obliga- 
tion to meet promptly demands upon it, which does not, under 
other circumstances, exist, who is injured? Who is not essen- 
tially and liberally benefited? A positive, perfect right is 
vested in the holder, to compel payment from the Govern: 
ment, which, in general, he does not possess, Much is effected, 
at least, towards actual payment, The will and the hope are 
expressed, and a solemn pledge isgiven, with a moral certainty 
that it will be redeemed. 


Jsany one or are all of the suggestions that have been made 
to be putin competition with a'i this? Executive improvidence, 
legislative indiscretion, and party consistency are invoked to 
counteract these substantial advantages. The Government, 
in one of its branches—-the Executive—recently, or in time’ 
past, has not been sufficiently circumspect in plunging into 
embarrassment! It has nat provided for these contingencies in 
season! Anotherbranch of the Government—this wise Legis- 
lature—has deprived itself of the means of security for the 
notes to be issued, and their redemption, when due, by appro- 
driating elsewhere the proceeds of the public lands! Why, we 
are now endeavoring to corect improvidence, to repair the 
errors of indiscretion. Would an indididual venture to allege 
his own extravagance in purchasing an article which he had 
consumed when he was calledon to pay the stipulated price? 
Among Governments, and especially between a Governmerit 
and its people, “honor’s sacred tie, the law of kings.” Every 
body here will yecollect and admit the responsible and sacred 
duties of a nation to meet the engagements of its de facto go- 
vernors, and still more to redress the wrongs and outrages done 
by them, even when they have waded through. the bloodof re- 
volution, and worn the garments of usurpation. For the high 
handed acts of the arch-usurper Napoleon, the restored Govern- 
mentof an exiled race has made satisfactory atonement to our- 
selves. So have different powers, themselves, perhaps, the re- 
lactant victims of temporary subjugation undera foreign yoke. 
Yetall have been compelled to observe that code which pro- 
fesses, in its wise enactments, to imitate the laws written hy the 
finger of Omnipotence in the Book ef Nature, and to apply 
them to @egntercourse of nations, We are ourselves the very 
doers ofthe Wrong. This legislative body now sitting in judgment 
upon the acts which are supposed to excuse the denial of jus 
tice to creditors, is the same that perpetrated these acts itself. 
Jam not condeming the appropriation of the proceeds uf the 
public lands. 1f by such appropriation you couid save the 
geedit of the States, the credit of the General Government may 
be itself redeemed, When an example for State repudiation 
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will be a system of repudiation here? A great London banker 
is saidto‘have written to his Paris banking correspondent in re- 
lation to the loan of July, 1841, that after the individual part- 
ners had failed he had no idea of trusting the firm. i 
Gloomy times have before now come and gone. That public 
faith which is-pledged alike forthe redemption of notes. and 
loans, will not failin the hour of need.’ The patriotic energies 
ofa great. people are equal to any and every trial, if they are 
put forth wisely, and if wisely, honestly; for honesty is true 
wisdom. ‘“Our country, right or wrong,” was once a sentiment 
that thrilled in every eax, and burned in every bosom. Ii she 
is in danger, let us buckle on our armor, and come manfully 
and unitedly to the rescue, not count the cost-of her redemption, 
or calculate the items of expenditure by which she has been 
brought into jeopardy. Ifher money be exhausted, and even 
her credit shall be impaired, let one precious relic be cherished 


, as the immediate jewel of our souls—let us preserve her honor. 


We are taught by every principle of reason, virtue, and expe- 
rience, not to despair of the Republic, Its resources are un- 
bounded. Its capacity is expansive as the great compound ele- 
ment which brings together by its magic force the extremities 
oftheland. A few years of patient endurance and active exer- 
tion will restore us to ourselves, The truest, best interest of 
party, which strives in generous emulaticn ofits rival party to 
do the utmost good it can, is the truest and best interest. of the 
gountry.. Lam, myself, a Whig, marrow, bone, and all. But 
an essential principle lies at the root of my attachment to that 
party. It consists in this: that the best interests of the party 
are the true interests of the country. y : 

The decisive argument in favor ef the bill is that it cannot be 
dispensed with. 1 will not urge here the necessity of receiv- 
ing, sometimes, certain truths as absolute, from certain au- 
thority. They are incontrovertible when spoken ez cathedra: 
But the accuracy of the inference of the Secretary shall be 
tested—the possibility of negotiating a loan shall be tried. Let 
the two things go into the market together. If the Joan can be 
negotiated, and to the extent that it can be negotiated, the Trea- 
sury notes areto remain locked up in the bureau of the Trea- 
sury. If the loan fails, (as I now fear it will,) and to the extent 
that it fails, let the notes be at hand to supply the defi- 
ciency. 

Mr. GILMER renewed the motion to strike out the enacting 
clause of the bill; which opening the whole subject for debate, 
Mr. G. proceeded to address the committee. 

He said it was far from his purpose to hinder or delay the 
passage ofthis bil]: he desired but to submit a few facts and 
considerations which ought to be regarded before it passed: in 
stating these, he should confine himself strictly to the merits 
of the question before the committee. Ne would, in the first 
plsce, read, by way-of argument, and as a part of his speech, an 
amendment which he designed to offer when it should hereafter 
be in order to do so. 7 

The amendment, as it met the ear of the Reporter, was 
this: to strike out the proviso in the bill, and to insert the 
following: Provided, that the Treasury notes issned under 
the authority of this bill shall be deemed and taken to be in 
eu oran equal amount of the loan authorized by the law of 

uly, ; 

Khad not occarred to him until yesterday that, under the bill 
in its present form, there might be raised, partly by the issue of 
these notes, and partly by negotiating the loan already authoriz- 
ed, a much larger amountof money than it was in the contem- 
plation of Congress to grant, and larger than Mr. G, was him- 
self disposed to sanction by his vote. e 

He wouid invite the attention of the committee to a few facts 
which he had obtained from the authority of public documents 
submitted to this Mouse. Atthe last session of Congress a Joan 
was authorized to betaken up to the amount of twelve millions 
of dollars: of that amount six and a half millions remained, as 
yet, notobtained, Now the present bill containedno provision 
repealing the loan act, andif this should become a law. that 
would still- remain in full forceand virtue: andit would be 
therefore competent for the Secretary of the Treasury first to 
issue the full amount of Treasury notes here authorized, and 
then to take up the remaining balance of thé loan. He was 
aware of the provisu which declared that, if, before the whale 
of these notes should have been issued, the residue of the loan 
should be obtained, then the power to issue notes was to cease. 
This proviso would, in the given contingency, prevent the is- 
sue of a partpf the notes; but in another contingency it fully 
authorized the emission of the whole amountof five millions. 
For ail the Secretary had to do would ba to issue the notes 
first, and then, he might obtain the loan afterwards, which was 
but another use of the Governments credit. By this means he 
could getan amount of eleven millions and a half This, to 
be sure, would be no objection with Mr. G. provided it was 
made apparent that the exigencies of the public service de- 
manted that amount: if the whole of this sum was really ue- 
cessary he was ready to vote it. 

But, with a view to see whether such were, indeed, the 
ease, he would take a glance at the actual state of the Trea- 
sury. 

Tine loan authorized last session, about five millions and 
a half had already been negotiated, ‘The whole sum amount 
ed to twelve millions, Add to this the present five millions in 
Treasury notes, and it would make seventeen millions over and 
above the ordinary revenue, which would be available to the 
Treasury within less than twelve months Naw, Mr, G. was 
not prepared to grant such an amount. He would go as 
far as to enlarge the amount of notes to. be issued to 
a half millions, so as to cover the balance of the loan not yet 
taken up. 


The annual expenditures for the year 1842 were estimated by 
the Treasury report at $32,791,000, The revenue for the same 
time, exclusive of proceeds of the public lands, was estimated at 
BIS, 572410: leaving a deficit of $14 218,570. Deducting the 
joint amount of Loan and Treasury notes, viz: eleven and a 
half milions, from the above, would reduce the deficit to 
$2,718,572. So that, should this bill gointo effect, and the whole 
of the restofthe loan be obtained, there would stiil remain a 
deficit in the resources of the Treasury of near three millions of 
dollars. 


Tf, then, the estimates of the Treasury were to be taken as a 
safe guide it appeared that even the sum in the bill would not be 
adequate to the public wants. 

The public debt was stated at present toamount to $14,728,- 
085: add to this six and ahalf millions, the balance of the joan, 
five millensof Treasury notes and the above stated balance of 
$2,718,570, and it would make an aggregate debt of 628,946,736, 
Deduct from this seven millions of Treasury notes, to be ro- 


deemed within the fiscal 
$21,945,650. ` : : 

Now, he asked- the committee:to pause a. moment. . Withone 
comparing this Treasury estimate of thirty-two millions for the © 
public expenditures of the present year, with the ‘estimates of: ° 
former years, Or with the exhausted slate of the ‘Treasury, ‘he: 
would. ask’ the committee to look at a few-of the items which 
went to compose the amount. Bee dhe ea ae 

In the civii list, as compared with last year, there appeared 'to* 
be an increase of $350,000, of which $150,000 were-‘for carrying. 
into effect the Bankrupt Jaw. This, he hoped, might be: saved: 
The aggregate for the civil list, last year, had been $4,615,363: 
But io this amount were embraced a number of. items which’ 
would not recur during the present year, or for years. to. come. 
One was the expense of the 6th Census; another waa for the: 
survey of the Boundary line of Texas; another for the survey of: 
the Northeastern Boundary; making, in all, $744,300. ‘This 
was to be deducted. cae 5 

The chief mcrease occurred inthe estimates for. the military > 
and naval establishments. Mr. G, would not go into. the esti- 


. mates for fortifications; but would look at-the enormous item 


of $1,565,359 for works of ivternal improvement. If: he mis.: 
took not, many of these objects had been submitted at the ex- 
tra session; the Chairman would remember how they fared. 
Mr. G. couldnot gefor them now. This appropriation of over 
a million and ahalf was not-asked as a War measure, and asa 
peace measure it could not meet With his support. ee 

Mr. G. next looked at the estimates for the Navy. Last year 
these amounted to $4,229,986; this year to $8,203,287:. being an’ 
increase of $3,976,200, nearly four millions. i 

[Here some explanations took place between Mr. SALTON- 
STALL and Mr. @itmer; the :former correcting some ofshia 
statements, and the latter insisting upon and defending them.) 

On the wholethere was an aggregate increase of estimated’ 
expenditures to the amount ofabout seven millions: i 

Waiving all purpose of going into any discussion as to ‘the 
propriety of these estimates, he glanced at them’merely witha 
view to show the present wants of the Treasury, x 

Let it not be said that, as these expenditures weré unavoida-. 

ble, they must now be provided for. That was not the state of ` 
the matter; these amounts were estimates merely; they had 
yet to be submitted to the action ofthe appropriate committees; 
yet Congress were indirectly called on to meet them in advance. 
it wag not yet certain they would be needed: at all events, it 
was not necessary to meet the whole amount now. If thecom- - 
mittees should sanction them by their reports, it would be time 
enough then to provide for them. He was not himself satisfied 
of the necessity of many of the items. Andas it might turnout 
that they were not necessary, he thought there was no.necessity. 
of providing for over sixanda half millions, the balance of the 
loan. So far he was ready to go. to: 
At the extra session, Congress were told that the Government 
would stand in need of a loan of twelve millions, exclusive of 
the revenue from the public lands, Both in the Committee of 
Ways and Means and afierwards in the House, Mr. G. had òp- 
posed extending the terms of that loan to eight years, as was at 
first proposed; he preferred issuing Treasury notes for the whole 
sum; but that proposal kad been vyoteddown. Ie then moved 
to reduce the term of loan to three years. He had been opposed 
to eight years, because he thought that, while the tithe was too 
short to presenta temptation to capitalists to make investments, 
it was longer thanthe Government would be in want of borrow- 
ing, provided due economy were observed in its expenditures, 
Mr. G. maintained that Treasury notes were preferable to a 
funded debt in a Government of fluctuating revenue. Ourg 
was such a Government; we had now no revenue but that de. 
rived from the customs, The Government did its whole duty 
when it fixed the rate of duty to be paid. It did novimport; it 
could ouly estimate according to its best lights what theam. unt 
of imports would be; but this it was impossible to do with any 
thing bke accuracy--the amount would constantly fiucta- 
ate. The difference between Government notes and Govern. 
ment bonds wag just the same as between the notes and bonds 
of an individual. There was no mystery about the matter, 
It was a plain common sense affair. A Treasury note was a 
note of the Government to pay a certain sum of money on de- 
mana; a Government bond was.a promise of the same Gos 
yernment to pay money at a distant day, the debt to remain 
Irredeemable in the meanwhile. Now, in a Government of 
fluctuating revenues, which received one year less and ano- 
ther year more than it needed, it was better that it should issue 
lis notes, which could be redeemed whenever it should come 
into p sion of the means, than its bend, by which it mort- 
gaged its fise for a period of years, We knew that in all free 
Governments there was great danger of the abuse of the bor- 
rowing power, in any form, of which they had a solemn ap- 
monition before their eyes in the case of many of the States, 
There was a great temptation in any Govemmment to abuse its 
own credit. No humediate taxation was required, and some- 
tumes borrowing wus made a substitute for it; and expenses 
ware gone into which never would have been indulged it had 
the money been raised by taxes, He admitted, indeed, that in 
a state of War there must be notonty loans, but directi taxation, 
But he contemplated, in whathe had said,a state of peace. No 
Government could hoard so mugh de the cominuance. of 
peace as to endare the expenses of a war without borrowing 
money. But now they were providing fora peace establish» 
ment. Myr G. had indulged in no speculations as tothe proba- 
bility ofa war. If this bill was proposed asa war measure, it 
did no provide one-half, nor aquarter, no, nor a tithe, of what 
waa necessary. If we were sure ofa war, orif there was aft 
imminent probability of such an event, the bill did not go near 
far enous But as we were, and he hoped would long conti- 
nue, in profound peace towards all forcign nations, (the Florida 
war, he hoped, was new near its termination,) he thought it 
went too far, Faking the national debt ag stated, at $14,728,085, 
and add to this the six and a half miljons he was willing to issue 
in Treasury ntes, the total would be $21,223,085. Congress hed 
to provide for the expenses of Government and for this debt be» 
side, Tt mustbedall, He trusted the monstrons idea of re: 
pudiation never would be uroached on that floor. No honest 
American deht ever would be repudiated; he meant no Ameri- 
can debt honestly due. 

Since the public lands. were now gone, we had 90 resource to 
rely upon but the customs. These had been estimated during 
tie extra session at twenty-two millions. Mr. Secretary For. 
ward estimated them in- his report at this session at nineteen 
unions; Ghe difference, he presumed, arose from the diminu- 
tion of the rates of duty.) Others had made different estimates: 
but he was willing. to ‘take a metum amount, and set them 
down at twenty millions. He wished to know whether, in a 


year, and it still left a debt fz E 
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state of profound peace, this Government could not get along 
with that amount? Mr. G. wasin favor of economy, 1étrench- 
meht,'and reform; [a laugn,} ard be would begin by restoring to 
the Treasury.the revenue from the public lands.. ‘This had been- 
reasonably estimaied at two millions; with the customs this 
would make twenty-two millions of annnal income, Now, if 
they could reduce the public expenditures by rigid economy to 
twenty millions, it would leave an annual balance.to be applied 
tothe deht of two millionsof dollars, This, he admitted, would 
bë a very slow rate of payment. But these were not all our 
means. No; there remained economy, retrenchment, and re- ` 
form; and all that could thus be pared down from ihe pubiic 
expenditure would be so. much toward aiding this sinking fund. 

. lf we could save from halfa million to a million in this manner 
-—and sure he was we might save much more than this-we 
shouid be in possession of a fund which would extinguish the 
whole debt within a few years. Thus, by. repealing the Distri- 
bution bill, and by the practice of a rigid economy, the credit of 
the Goverament might ani would be enhanced; we should no 
“more see the Guverament securilies hawked and peddied about 
the streets. ‘The only way to maintain the public credit-was to 
maintain the revenue. 

But if gentlemen asked hin how we were to. retrench, his 
answer would be—by abolishing all secures; by. diminishing 
some salaries; by abolishihg some ofthe custom-houses, many 
of which did not bring in enough ta pay ibe expense of main- 
taining them; by cutting down the cxpendiiures in others, 
which were vastly beyond what was necessary; by dispensing 
with some of our land offices, and wilh some of our mints; by 

». yeorganizing the entire Post’ Office Department; by touching 
“the Departments he e with a free and a boldghand, (cautiously, 
of course;) by touching the army, wot with a race, but sull 

_ with a firm hand; by diminis:-ing the number of military store- 
keepers; and last, but notlenst, vy diminishing (he expenses of 
both Houses of Congress. He was glad his colfeague’s report 
had been brought be ise, Tecommendiog arsduction 

f privi ve of members, ‘hen 

h the expen of tke IMorida war, that 
gand bank which fiad absorbed such vast amounts of the public 
revenue. All these necessary reforms would, taken together, 
materially increase the funds of the Government, 

Mr. G. for one, wanted some test of the oft-repeated doctrine 
of economy, retrenchment, ang reform, He had talked a great 
deal about it, {a langh,] and it had, trom’ time immemorial, 
Deen one of the hobbies of party under every Administration. 
But now all parties stood in a new and serious position, The 
people expected that something should be done, If nothing 
should be done after all the cry, Mr. G. would go forth and pro- 
claim tothe American peopie that the cry itself was all hum- 
bug, never hereafter to be relied on. 

Mr. ©. J. INGERSOLL next eddressed the committee, but 
the first few sentei.ces of his speech were lost to the Reporter; 
when heard, he was expressing his anxiety to present some of 
the reasons why he mustsay “No io any bil ofthe character 
ofthat now under consideration, whether to authorize a loan or 
the issue of ‘freasnry notes, 

Ina periodof profound pecco and of teeming prosperity— 
he desired gentlemen to mark what he said, it was said doltbe- 
rately, and the assertion was well considerel—in a period of 
profound peace and of teeming prosperity, the Government of 
these United States of America was nearly a million of dollars 
in arrear to the public creditors which is could not pay. ‘fbis 
was a state of things which, he believed, had never occurred 
before, Yes, he said this had occurred in a country at pro. 
found peace and teeming with prosperity; a country whose 
circulation was indeed most dreadfully deranged, but whose 
resources were abundant, exuberant; and which was suffering 
from nothing but miscovERNMENT. In saying this he had uo 
reference to (he present or to any other Adininistration; he ia- 
tended no allusions of the kind; but what he said was true, 
Our cotton, tobacco, rice, grain, potatoes, and almost every 
product ofthe earth, had tast y been most plentiful 
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had served. personally with him elsewhere, and he cherished 
toward him a sincere friendship andregard. ‘To his character 
as a man of talents, integrity, and good disposition, he was at all 
times ready to. bear his testimony. But still he must say, the 
Secretary and Administration, with the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and’ Means, had most latally and completely 
mistaken. their course, from first to last. They had, im this 
mater, done nothing that was right, but every thing that 
was wrong, In saying this, he meaninothing in the slightest 
degree disrespectful or personally offensive; but truth com- 
pelled him to: say they had put notthe horse before the cart, 
but the cart before the horse; and, take his word for it, the 
machine would not go—they might try it, but it would’nt go. 
[Laughter] i 

He had said this country was in a state of. teeming prospe- 
rity, and he wonld now add what might to someappear a pa- 
radox,butit wasa maxim of the greaest brokers in the world. 
What might beithe opinion of Prime, Ward and King in the 
matter was nothing to him; he would not give a fig for their 
opinion; they knew nothing of political economy or of the 
policy of this Government. Al! they wanted was to get 7 
per cent. or 17 per cert, if they could; that was the begin: 
ning and the end of their wisdom in the case. Mr. T said 
that there. was plenty of money in the country. It was an 
axiom of the Rothschilds that such a thing es a scarcity of 
money couldwet be where there was a nlenty of security; and 
never was there a gr r tuth, Could not aay gentleman 
in that House go to Philadelphia, and at 6 percent get any 
sum he chose & ask, provided he gave good security? Doubt. 
Jess he could? Mr, I. knew it to be a fact. But what was 
the case cf this Government? The chairman of the Curamit- 
teeof Waysand Means (Mr, Firumore) had, at a Jate session, 
taken a world of pains to demonstrate that the nett vevenne of 
the country fell short of ten milliansof dollars, Mr. 1 had ask- 
ed kimat the ime, very pa 
which this cost the Gover: 
man’s reply bad t 
Government, with lees 


G ue, The ine 
Mi. I did not utter a 
syllable of censure on the policy of that measure, Those who 
were his constitutional masters had thought preper togive the 
lands away. The thing was done, and Mr. I. had nothing to 
say. When ithad been under co on, hehad given his 
bumble vote and expressed his in pinion, but now 
he had noopinion to express,: The lands were gone, But he 
remembered that when he had mentioned, by a very distant: in- 
timation, that it might be necessary to resort to direct taxation, 
something between a shudder and a shiver van through the 
whole House, and after an instant of astonishment he bad been 
laughed ator cried down, Ue should nutnow say wherher there 
ougit to be taxation or not. Be that as it might, there was 
n Here, then, was the Gove ent withont revenue, 
withont public lan withont taxation, Tt was said that it 
conid resort to capital Well, gentlemen wmeall capi 
talists in asmali way, and the questien he had to ask them was, 
whether they would tend their rooney without security? To bo. 
be sure, there had some addition been proposed to the resources 
of the Government, hy what wag very expressively denomi- 
nated a horizontal tarif. Much as this might do, a Hate vertical 
security was still needed. Now, astoreverne, he would take 
the estimate of either of the two Secretaries, or he would agren, 
as the gentleman from Virginia had done, and eall it twenty 
millions. Now ho knew very well thatevery genttcraan went 
for economy, retrenchment, end reform. To be sure the pea. 
in his own distric! talked but litle abont the matter, and left 
him to vote on that matter pretty much as he might think pro- 
per. And, afer all, he believed that he was fh fact something 
more of an economist than many gentleman who made more 
noise abourit. But would any gentleman teil him that, with atl 
the cconomy about to be perpetrated, the expenditures of this 
present year would fall snort of thirty mili Ihe did, Mr. 
L should consider him as a bold man, Here, then, wasa deficit 
in the te ofthe Government of ten miiiiovs in a single 
year. Now, then, would any ina sucha foci? * too 
Prime, Ward and King might say or write what they pleased, 
Mr. J. had nothing to ly against them, save that he 
eved they had very © judament on matters of finance, 
ul been well acquainted with (he father of one of them. 
Jd hin in bigh ete m, snd even felt veneration for his 
cter, baton a question ef political economy he would not 
give thar i j i All they. wore 
aller was to g per cont. AY, Se- 
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wouidnotgive to any : stration a dollar of pe 
by note or loan til they should see abo proviei:g 
quate security for its repayment, both principal an? 
This he held to be one of those wholesome princip 
which he never could depa A colleague and near relation of 
is[ Mr. J. R.Inesusonn) spoke of a bill for Treasury notes 
which had been signed hy Mr. Madison in 1812 as evincing bis 
opinion of the constitutionality of such a measure, Now it so 


happened that Mr. I. had been here in 1812, and while it was 
true that such a bill did pasẹ, it was also true that Congress 
passed laws providing security for the payment of the notes, 
and it was farther true that, notwithstanding even that, those 
notes became depreciated fifteen ar twenty fer cent. andin 
that depreciated paper was our gallant Army and our glorious 
Navy obliged to receive theirpay because they could getno. 
thing better in its place. 

But what was this case? What security was -provided here? 
Mr. I. wished to put the truthin a strong tight. He wanted to 
vindicate himself once for all, (fo1 when he resumed his seat he 
should bid farewell to the Whole sudject,) not only for his 
course in this case, butin all kindred cases. The chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means, he believed, came from tha 
city of Buffalo. (Mr. Fiszmorg bowed assent Then he had 
heard of the famous Rathbun, once an inhabitant of that city, 
but now an inmate of the State prisen; and the gentleman had 
seen in the newspapers some account of another very distins 
guished person, to whom Pennsylvania had the honor of giving 
birth, who had. net long since been a member of Congress. and 
who now, as he understood, was a resicent ina certain building 
called the Tombs. Now, for what were both of these indivivus 
als thus immured? For nothing in the wort! but issuing Trea- 
sury notes. Thething might seam paradoxical; but strip itof 
all its technical adjuncts, and of all the English foolery which 
surrounded the act in the law book, what did amount to? 
The antiquated code we had derived from Great Britain de» 
clared the act of forgery to be felony, but it shovid nat be so. 
[Alaugh.] He repeated it, it ougbt not to be, For why was 
it worse to cheata man of his money by forging a note than 
in any cther way? It bad eome down to us, indeed, from 
our British ancestors as acanital offence; but lock at it asa 
philosopher. Tad these two unhappy men, whose liberty was 
taken away, and wh name w ined with indelible dis. 


extensive or more fa tending any irreverence, 
might he not ask whe mes were to be writtendown 
in the great book of accounts in blacker letters than the crimes 
of these men? ` He should say no, And wha: was this Goverre 
ment now about to do? An act essentially ditierent? lt was 
about toissue paper which it could not redee bd which, 
when issuing it, it knew that it could not redeem; and would 
that commitiec, would the rcombers of that House, resort to 
this poor, paltry, wretched, temporary expedient, for the saka 


of paying themselves and paying other creditors of the Go. 

verament, when there was, and when they all knew that 

there was, a proper and legitimate course which they might 
ursae? 


ting onthe subject, an 
acknowledges that he had not given the commi 
culiar reasons” which they had demanded of him, but telle 
them that he would new give them very peculiar reasons ine 
deed why they must swallow the biter morsel which he had 
prepared for them. 

At length the Secretary reached his valedictory, and here 
that officer, who,as Mr. I. believed, was the author of the famous 
Exchequer report, for he was a man of distinguished talents, 
aad capable of writing any thing, became wrought up toa very 
fervent pitch, and informed the committee that, as tothe ob- 
taining of a Joan, his information was not oniy “decisive,” but 
entirely decisive,” and that that thing was not only “hopeless,” 
bui “quite hopeless? [A laugh } , 


SS. 

And here it might be noticed thain bis first letter, hesaidto the 
chairman, © X send youa bill,” Now, Mr. L did not know ex- 
acuy whether this was quite usual. He had been in the habit 
of suppesing that bills were d qin the committees which 
reported them, although there m thave been previous conver. 
sations with the heads of the Departmen nisas it might 
here camea bill from the Secretary Traeghted to th ir 
hand, and, be it observed, that itw fox the reissue ef 
Treasury notes. And it was not till thice or four days after 
that the Secretary suggested the propriety of withdrawing ihe 
proviso about ve issue and authorizing an weve of Treasn- 
ry notes, thereby making bim a grantor five millions rore: for 
the re-issue of former notes and the e of new nutes were 
two entirely different affairs, Myr. i, bat hedid not regard 
these transactions with suspicion; for he had entire confidence 
in the SecretaryJand entertained great respect for the chairman 
but he looked on this whole e onde wih some Jile 
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is county whe would have gladly pu! down a filon or wo 
ions, There were men jū Lancas er county, men in old 
‘arks, and men in the Gecretary’s awn native county, besides 
the capitalists of Philadelphia. who would promptly have coma 
forward. The Secretary could have got the money in his pri- 
vate capacity, had Walter Forward presented himself in his pi- 
vate character, with good security m his hand, Mr. I, would 
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himself have undertaken, without any charge, to procure him 
thé sum-he asked, or any other sum. There was no scarcity of 
money. The money was abundant; but there was one place 
where there was alwaysa greatscarcily, and that. wasin the 
brokets’ shops. Their language was proverbial. The Jew bro. 
ker, ina play or in a romance, always told the profligate young 
heir that “monish was very scarce.” ` But let an officer of the 
Government come forward, not to the brokers, but to tHe com- 
munity, and he would find that this country was not bankrupt; 
that nothing was wanting but confidence. Let good security be 
provided, and Government could get as much money as it 
‘would ask. 

Mr. I. had been told by glate President of the United States, 
thatin the palmy days Par prosperity, when money was 
flowing into our Treasury ina spting tide, he had received 
communications from England offering bim any sum that could 
be asked at au interestof two per cent. on the single proviso 
that the loan should have fifty years torun. Such was the con- 
fidence they then hadin this country. [Here semé deep sighs 
were heardin the Hali} Nor was this surprising; for it was a 
well ascertained fact that the great English proprietors, wealthy 
noblemen like the Duks of Bedford,” and the Duke of Buc. 
cleugh, realized onan average from their immense estates an 
interest of not more tharone and a half per cent. So it wasin 
France, Holland, and Belgium. Notthe least difficulty would 
be experienced in obtaining money, provided good security 
was offered.. Without this all attempts must be vain. 

Mr. 1. therefore, must conscientiously declare that, unless 
security should be provided ty law, he could vote no bill either 
for loan or Treasury notes. Without this they would but ope- 
rate in practice to tempt, deceive, and defraud the public credi- 
tor, to undermine the public credit, to convulse and endanger 
the country, and to prostrate its honor. It would be to com- 
mence onthe part of this Government that disastrous career 
which had been run by so many of the States of this Confede- 
racy. He had said that chaos was come again, and he was not 
go sorry as some gentlemen seemed to be. Our danger was 
butskin deep. We had only to look it steadily in the face, and 
it would vanish like a morning mist. Mr. E admitted that he 
‘was not as devont as he ought to be, but he was io fatalist, and 
he could not doubt, considering the long cherished and invete- 
rate attachment of this people to banks and fancied curren- 
cies, and counterfeit contrivances of every description in rela- 
tion to a circulating medium, that a severe remedy such as had 
fallen upon the country was indispensable to an effectual 
cure. He could not view it but as a providential interposition 
to save the country, ‘Khe rod was necessary, and we had it 
with avengeance. The people had been writhing under it 
Jong, and now at length the Government, too, began to feel. He 
would, however, refrain from any and every allusion thatcould 
by possibility call up party feeling. 

Ahighly respectable young friend of his, a member from 
Kentucky, (Mr. Marsan ]had alluded in a recent speech to 
a chain of causation. His language on that occasion was not 
chard to understand, and although Mr. I. was aware of his ine- 
quality with that gentleman, when a proper day should come, 
he would be ready to meet him upon that question of causa- 
tign and was prepared to show that from 1790 to the present 
hour our:monetary syste n had been a series of jerks, experi- 
ments,and contrivances, which had ended as those things al- 
ways didand mustend. We might wink as hard as we pleased 
at facts which were undeniable, but the result had come. It 
was upon us, upon our banks, upon our States, and now upon 
the General Government itself. The suffering was general, was 
universal; hut he believed that the day of redemption had 
come, if not of complete redemption, at least of modified and 
partial redemption. Or, ifthe day were not yet fully come, it 
‘was.at hand, at .the doors, and the present was one occasion 
which the Committee of Ways and Means might have em. 
praced to commence the work of our deliverance. And now, 
before he closed, might he be pardoned jn one allusioa to the 
present Administration? It seemed to have put itself upon the 
country, and not upon any party, or on any portion of that 
House. The experiment, he admitted, was bold, and how 
alone could it succeed? ty bold measures. He did not say 
by vetoes, but he meant by informing the country fully of 
all its difficulties, and by proposing the proper expedients 
to relieve then—not by such a Correspondence and such a 
pill as this, which all must see to be but a mere tem- 
porary expedient. Did any gentleman doubt that that 
House would be called on for five or six millions more be- 
fore the presem session was over? Had not the very last 
act of a highly talented and distinguished gentleman, who had 
formerly occupied a distinguished place in the fiscal aflairs of 
the country, been to declare that another loan of sixteen mil- 
ions was indispensable? Surely it was, A long continued trie 
umph of banks and of brokers had brought us where we now 
stood, And if Congress sought to relieve the country, they 
must notas in this biil, put the cart before the horse, but put 
the horse before the cart. Mr. U should not say what he thought 
ought to be dune. He had long foreseen, and long since pre- 
dicted, that parties in this country, would be ina state of fusion, 
and must be recast by the force of circumstances, Old parties 
would be annihilated, and sects ied new parties, would rise 
in their place, for money matters tried the reins of men. Be- 
fore them all things mustgive way. Tt was in the nature of 
things; it must, be sv, and u woald be so. Let the Adminisira- 
tion, which had cast itseif upon the country, carry out lis voca- 
tion. Butso far as these fiscal reports of the Secrecery of the 
Treasury and the Chairman of ue Committee of Ways and 
Means weres concerned, it appeared to him that the Government 
hadmistaken its vocation. Let then: resort to radical mea- 
sures: he did not use the word in ite technical or party sense. 
Let a thorough remedy be applied to our disorders, and this 
counry, which now lay prostrate and disgraced, would spring 
like a giant from the earth. 

* Fe had been sorry to hear his friend from Kentucky quote the 
Jariguage which had been used elsewhere, as to the extent of the 
British dominions and the roll of the British dram encircling 
theglobe:. The gentleman had spoken asif there were danger 
tous. from war. There was no such thing. ‘Tie resources of 
this country were boundless, Lei but public confidence be xee 


stored, and we should be infinitely ablerto put the British power 
in-danger than ‘they to endanger us. Our only danger sprarg 
from along habit of false pohey, and a dread ofcatling upon a 
generous and wealthy people—a people who spurned at and 
trampled upon the idea of repudiation—to come up 10 their 
own relief, and that of their Government. Let this Administra- 
tion call upon Congress for bold and manly measnres, adapted 
to the crisis, and out ‘of the present chaos would come credit, 
peace, general quiet, a blessed.circulation, and all those means 
which were necessary to develope the teeming resources of our 
wide and favored land. But this would never be effected by 
measures like this bill, whose only effect must be to precipitate 
this Government along that downward course which never had 
been pursued without ending in ruin. 

Mr. EVERETT said he could truly say that he was in a 
great strait, with regard to the course he should pursue on 
this bill. He had heret@fore voted against every bill for the 
issue of Treasury notes. The first question.was of personal 
consistency; and that, on some occasions, with some persons, 
had been deemed of very great account. In the, present state 
of things, he was desirous to vote for the present bill, if be 
could, by a speech, satisfy himself that he ought to doso, He 
was then a speaker and a listener; his remarks would be 
more to satisfy himself than the House, and he was some. 
what doubtful what would be the result. Itseemed to be an 
admitted fact that we have no money in the Treasury. It was 
proposed by some to replenish the Treasury, by returning the 
proceeds of the public lands. He was opposed to that. The 
same reasons which-opetated to cause the distribution to the 
States, now remained to’ continue it. He was not going into 
this argument, but would simply state what the argument was, 
The first reason was, that such was the original trust; the se- 
cond, that it was in the performance ef the Compromise act, of 
which it wasa condition that this money should be withdrawn 
from the general resources of the country; and another reason 
was, to take this fund out of the political market, where it hac 
been used for clectioneering purposes; and the last was, to af- 
ford something in the situation in which the States new were, 
toenable them to support their credit. All these reasons, in 
his mind, still remained, He took it for granted, then, that we 
have no money, and could not rely on that source for replenish- 
ing the Treasury. We werein an emergency, In which money 
is wanted before it could be supplied from any ordinary re- 
sources, He had been hitherto opposed to the issue of ‘Trea- 
sury notes; and the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. GILMER } 
this morning, had gone on the ground which caused lus (Mr, 
E's) opposition. It was the very facility with which they may 
be issued, and which disposed the Government to continue 
them; so that, instead of their being a temporary issue, they 
were apt to becomea permanent resource of the country. He 
had heretofore preferred a loan; but he had always preferred 
raising money to borrowing, whether by a loan or the issue of 

reasury notes; he preferred always having money to pay from 
the resources of the country. But inthe way of borrowing 
by a loan this time, there were peculiar embarrassments. 

Notwithstanding what the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
C. J. Incgrsore) had said this morning, there were times of 
scarcity of money and of plenty ia every country. Whenever 
the balance of trade was against a country, there would be a 
scarcity of money; and whenever there were other objects of 
investment of more profit than were offered by the country, 
there would bea scarcity to the Government. Heapprehended 
that causes had operated, and were now operating, to produce 
an extraordinary scarcity in this country, one of which was the 
drain of money from this country, which had already taken . 
place by the importation of wines and silks with a view to avoid 
the tariff of last summer. Red A 

On his way bere, at Boston, he wastold that within the last six 
weeks, one-third of the capital of the banks there had been 
taken and exported. By this time probably it had amounted to 
one-half; and he took it to be the same in New York. This 
cause of the scarcity of specie endangered the banks in both 
cities, and to him it was not an improbable opinion that the 
banks in both cities and in the Eastern country, would in the 
end be caused to suspend specie payments. He had understood 
that immense orders had been given for foreign goods, with the 
hope of their arriving before the 1st of July; and, unless there 
was an act passed between this and July, there was no knowing 
what would be the extent of the drain of specie from this source. 

‘Another cause for the scarcity of money was the repudiation 
oftheir debts by certain States, This was operating directly 
onthe money maket by sending those stocks home; they were 
now coming from Europe and thrown in the market to he sold 
for what they would bring. While the stocks of Indiana, Tilinois 
and Pennsylvania can be bought at about eighteen or twenty 

er cent. could it be supposed that the Government could go 
into the market and negotiate a loan on the same terms asif 
this scarcity did not exist? He mentioned these things as ex: 
traordinary circumstances, which ereated or greatly increased 
the difficulty of obtaining a loan. Repudiation had had another 
effectabroad The repudiation of one State, followed by the re- 
pudiation of a second and a third. had che effect of creating a 
discredit on every State in the Union, and on the Union itself, 
which is composed of these Bates, Foreigners were. more jea 
lous on this subject; they had not the same confidence in our in- 
atitutione which wehave. At this moment, instead of our being 
able to ohtaina Inan m England at six percent. he donbled 
whether a loan could he effected at all. Tt had been proposed to 
raise the rate of interest; to this he was uvlerly opposed, ‘There 
was no act by which this Government could so discredit it- 
self as by throwing its securities into market at a greaier rate 
than six per cent, The gentleman from Pennsyivania Mr. 
C. J. IncersoLL} tad said that we should provide the means 
ofsecurity, and then money enough could be obtained at home. 

He (Mr. E.) did noi believe a capitalist in America could con- 
sider a debt against the United States as safer se the Go 

verament had not now raised the means to sec the debt, 
than if che Government had done this. No Am darbted 
the ultimate solvency of the Government o! the od Siates; 
nothing but a revolution could put it down. He had been. òp- 
posed to all these measures, except under cases of the most 
urgent necessity; instead of resorting either to Treasury notes 
or loans, they.ought to lay sufficient duties for the necessities of 
the country: Thatshould be our resource. 


- except under cogent necessity, that Congress would be induce: 


One difficuity under which- we labored was-the want: 
financial system, We had none now either as: to revenve or 
curréacy. He did not knew that the: prospect of erealing such. ~ 
asyatem had brightened by any thing that had-recently trans: >- 
pired: “Hesaw nothing encouraging; yet he did hope that this: 
Congress would not rise untilihey endeavored to do something: 
on. both thege.snbjects, which would: be effectual, By 
He should propose an amendment, when it was in order, to^ 
Jimit the power of the Executive under this bill tothe. present: 
session of Congress. ` His object inthis waa to force Congress 
at this session to provide the necessary means forsuetaining the 
necessary expenditures of the country; and he-did not know, 


to do it; but he desired that the crisis might come, either that 
they should not pay themselves or any body else, or that'they 
should provide full means. for carrying on the Government 
without resort to loans or Treasury notes. It wasperfetdy 
plain,.if we were going on at this rate, that we should soon have 
a loan of fifty millions, and then the difficulty ‘of relieving oyr- 
selves from it would be much greater. than that which now ex- 
isted. He wasopposed to all debts, either by ‘Treasury:notes. 
ora loan. It was.only as temporary expedients that they should 
be resorted to; and he now said, if we could borrow money: he 
would vote against the issue of Treasury notes and take a loan; 
but being pertécily satisfied that they- could not-geta joan, ha 
had come tothe conclusion that if higzamendment wag adopted, 
limiting the powér of the issue to the present session, he should 
vote for the hill, and ifit wag not adopted,{he would not say what 
his course would be, are i Ee ERA 

Mr. E. having concluded—. ` we EES 
Me BARNARD obtained the floor, but yielded to: a mos ° 
tion by ’ En 
Mr. KENNEDY of Maryland, that the committee rise. : 

On which motion the vote stood—ayes 58, noes 58, 

But no quorum voted. 
Pe committee then rose and reported that fact to the 

ouse, ` 

Mr. WARD moved that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. W188 asked the yeas and nays; which were ordered, and 
being taken were—yeas 54, naye 69, 

So the House refused to adjourn, 

Buta quorum being now present— 

The CHAIRMAN resumed his seatin Commitee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. £ 

Mr. BARNARD said it-had occurred to him, while the gen- 
tleman from Philadelphia (Mr. C..8. InovnsoLL] whe last ad- 
dressed the committee was speaking, how much they who were > 
in the Oppositionin this House during the Jast Congress might 
have gained, if it had so happened that that gentleman had suc- 
ceeded in the earnest anil strenuous effort whicly he had made 
to become a member of this House at that Congress. It would 
be remembered by those now. here, and who then were here, 
that in the course of that Congress they had two propositions 
brought forward for the issue of Treasury notes, which were 
supported at that day by the entire voice and vote of the then 
Administration party. The gentleman bad now offered an 
argument against the issue of Treasury notes, every: part of 
which would have been as applicable then as now, and which, 
perhaps, might not have failed to convince, as other arguments 
did fail to convince, the party with which the gentlemen now 
acted, and would then have acted, of the impropriety of this po- 
licy. The gentleman had objected to the issue of ‘Treasury 
notes at this time, not, indeed, because the policy is improper 
and unjustifiable under any circumstances whatever, ‘but be. 
cause it is always improper to undertake in any form to create i 
a public debt, without at the same time offering to the publics 
creditor security. He had argued that the state ofthe Treasu 
now,’ and the revenue and the condition of the resources of G 
vernment, are such as to render it -highty propable that-if 
loan was now authorized, although under ojher\cireumstancgs 
it would be taken, it would now be refused .by}‘the: capitahst 
because ofthe want of sufficient secutity for hisgebt. Surely 
the gentleman could not have forgotten that the conditich in 
whith he now described the Treasury to be was{precisely the 
condition in which they were situated atthe period to which he 


When this Treasury note policy commenced with the last 


was obligec 
were In ex 


fourth of March, 1841? can 
He had not risen, however, for the purpose of making any 

reply tothe gentleman from Pennsylvania. Ja! many ‘of his 
sentiments and opinions, as expressed-in the’ course of his re- ` 
marks, he (Mr. B.) most cordially concurred. He had risen 
rather for the purpose of offering to the committee some Views 
which he entertained with regard to this Treasury note policy, 
and reasons which constrained him to stand..up in opposition 
to 14. in the form in which it was now presented to this House, 
as he had formerly done. He wás sure he should be impli- 
citly believe! when he-said that he had heen anxious, ex- 
cocdingly anxious, to afford. to-bie” exceilent friend and col- 
league atthe head af the Commitee of Ways and Meais, 
hia humble voice and vote in behalf ofthe bill. He had fors 
mery opposed this policy, and had now thought in that oppo- 
sitien he might have been influenced in some degree by party 
attachment or prejudices. He was willing to look back, to 
review the ground on which he had formerly siood in opposi- 


+ tion to this policy, and to detect as far as he could what there 


130, . eee 


was.of error or fallacy in the opposition he had then made. He 
had‘done' this, aad he could say that-he Lad no pride of opinion, 
no difficulty:on the score of. consistency, Which would prevent 
him from supporting this policy now, although he had opposed 
- it firmly; if on reviewing the whole ground he could satisfy 
himself that he was mistaken in his view of the subject, or that 
circumstances had materially changed. He had been anxious 
10 sipport this measure, because3t emanated from a friendly 
quarter; so at- least he regarded-it. He regretted exceedingly 
ihat the Secretary of the. Treasury should, ever have ¥ecom- 
mended this policy, or that the Committee ef Ways and Means 
should have presented it for the consideration of the House, 
it wag, however, before them; it had come. from a friendly: 


quarter, and he had been desirous and anxious to give it his 


support, but he could not do it. i 

‘The Treasury: note. policy originated in this couniry during 
the-war of 1812. Then, in the estimationof the eminent pa-- 
triots,of that day, so strong and urgent. was the necessity acting 
upon them as to induce them to recommend and give to this 
‘policy their support. It wasa time of war, when the creditof. 
the Government was depressed, when a considerable partion of 
the capitalists of, the country, as a party movement, withheld 
their. means from the Government. Under such circumstances, 
the Government was driven to issue Treasury notes, not only 
for: the. purpose ‘of borrowing money, but of enabling them to 
postpone the day of payment.to their credrtors, and make 
these notes a. medium of payment, which they could do by 
making, them. receivable at the Treasury; and thus the. ‘lrea- 
sury itself might be relieved. 

There was shortly after that period a general supension of 
of specie payments throughout the whole country. It was then 
thought thatthe exigencies existing on the Government were of 
go strong. and urgent a character as to justify the Government 
in providing for themselves and the country a Government 

aper currency, and they did so. . But, in his opinion, there 

ad. been no period in this country, from that day-to the present, 
when an exigency sufficiently urgent and strong had existed to 
require a repetition of the Treasury note policy. Since that pe- 
yiod, the origin of ihis policy in times of peace was to be traced 
to the last Administration, and if gentlemen would recollect.for 
a moment the peculiar and extraordinary circumstances under 
which that Administration came in power, they would discover 
atonce what were the motives and objects that Administration 
had in issuing Treasury notes. and he apprehended that when 
they came to be disclosed there. would be found nothing in them 
recommending them particularly to the adoption of this Con- 
gress, or ef those with whom he acted in this House, 

Mr. B, without concluding his remarks, here gavo way, the 
hour being late, to a motion by ° 

Mr. KENNEDY of Maryland, that the committee rise, 

The question was taken,and it being ascertained that there 
was no quorum present, the committee rose and reported that 
factto the House. 


Me. STANLY said it was now apparent that we could do no- 


business with the present rules. We have no quorum. A gen- 
teman of ability, discussing the question, strictly in order, can 
scarcely be heard, owing to the nose in the hall, ten paces from 
him. We have tried unsuccessfully to relieve the Government. 
Let us not present the spectacle to the country of contending 
with each other, physically, to see who can endure the most 
fatigue. I move the House adjourn. 

But Mr, S. waived the motion at the request of— 

‘The SPEAKER, who laid before the House sundry papers, 
vin: 

1. Testimony in the case ef the contested election of Joshua 
Lowell, ‘returned as one of the members of this House from 
the State of Maine; which was referred to the Committee of 
Elections. 

2. Aletter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, in pur 
suance of the act of 30th June, 1834, a statement containing the 
names, dates of appointment, and pay of ali persons at any 
time employed in the service ofthe Indian Department during 
the year 1841; which was referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, 

- 3. A letter from the Commissioner of Public Buildings, 
transmitting his annual report, showing the manner in which 
ali appropriations for the public buildings and grounds and 
other objects in his charge have been applied; which was re- 

d to the Committee on Expenditures on Public Buil- 


(a leave given, Mr 
mony in 
greed Lo, 
Ene question recurred on the motion to adjourn. 

Alter atsief conversation— 

AVE JOHNSON asked the yeasand nays; which were 
4, and being taken, were as follows: 

i Messrs. Adams, Landaf W, Andrews, Barr:ard, Ba 
ton, Baardrasy, Botts, Bronson, Calhoun, Casey, Cooper, Cr 
vens, Deberry, Everett, Goggin, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. 
{ngersoll, James Irvin, William W. Irwin, Keim, Andrew Ken- 
nedy, John P: Kennedy, Lane, Thomas F. Marshall, Maxwell, 
Meriwether, Morrow, Newhard, Pendteton, Plumer, Benjamin 
Randall, Rayner, Reding, Reynolds, Riggs, Rodney, Roosevelt, 
William Russell, Saltonstall, Truman Smith, Sprigg, Stanly, 
john T. Stuart, Taliaferro, Richard W. Thompson, Toland, 
Thomas W. Wiliams, Winthrop, and Augustus Young—48. 

NAYS—Messrs. Arnold, Arrington, Atherton, Birdseye, 
Charles Brown, Burke, Patrick © Caldwell. Cary. Clifford, 
soles, Cranston, Cushing, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, Doan, Eg- 
ye ilimore, John G. Floyd, Charles A. Fioyd, Fornance, Gid- 
dings, Patrick G. Goode, Gordon, Graham, Gustine, Ifarris, 
John Hastings, Hays, Henry, Hopkins, Cave Johnson, John W. 
Jones, Lawrence, Lewis, Alfred Marshall, Mathiot, Mattocks, 
Medill, Miller, Owsley, Profit, Ramsey, James M. Russell, San 
ford, Shaw, Shepperd, Simonton, Wiliam Smith, Snyder, 
Steenrod, John B. ‘Laompson, Tillinghast, Turney, Underwood, 
Warren, Weller, Westbrook, Lewis Williams, and Christopher 
H- Williams—64. 3 
S the House refused to adjourn. 
But no quorum voted. 
Mr: WELLER moved acall of the House. 
Mr. CAVE JOHNSON asked the yeas and nays; which were 
refused. 
Mr. FILLMORE moved toadjourn. 
The yeas and nays were asked and ordered, and being taken, 
were: Yeas 56, nays 66, 
So the House would not adjourn. 
And a quorum being now present — 
Ga CHAIRMAN resumed his seat in Commiticc of the 
Olg. 


GOGGIN moved to refer certain testi- 
x 


ho case of General Joel Leftwich, of Virginia, 


` power of issuing Treasury notes was exhausted, 


+ 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr: BARNARD moved that the committee rise. He said 
that he was as anxious as any person to see this subject 
brought toaclose. It so happened that he had a necessary 
engagement at this time, and unless the committee rose— 


\which he did not wish them to do for his personal conve- 


fence—if they intended to.sit later, he should resign the 
floor. š : 
Mr. SPRIGG of Kentucky expressed the hope that the com- 
mittee would rise... : . . 3 
The question was taken, and thé committee refused to rise: 
Ayes 57, noes 64, d : 
Mr. CUSHING. moved that the committee rise and report the 
bill to the Howse. . i N 
Mr. BRONSON withdrew his motion to strike out the enact- 
ing clause ofthe bill. £ g 


Mr, ARNOLD renewed his motion to amend the bill by pro: i 


viding that notes of any denomination not below five dollars 
might be issued, A } 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi indicated his intention to ad- 
dress the committee, aud moved to. strike out the enacting 
clause, But Mr. T. yieldedtoa motion by : 
Mr. BRIGGS that the committee rise. 

‘the motion was rejected. = 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi said that it was not anticipa- 
tion during the course of the debate to have said one word on the 
‘the subject before the House; but some remarks which had been 
made this morning rendered it imperative on him totakeSart in 
the discussion. ` į 

Itappeared from the statements of the Sëcretary of the Trea- 
sury, which had been exhibited to them by the Chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, thatthe Trdéasury was empty 
andthe Government was without means to carry on ifs ordinary 
operations; and that, in consequence of the irppossilfility of ne- 
gotiating a loanin time to meet the engagements of ghe Treasu- 
ry, a resort to Treasury notes had become indispengably neces- 
sary. On two former occasions, he had voted for the issue of 
Treasury notes, inasmuch as he preferred that mode of supply- 
ing the wants of the Government, toa loan;.butzhe regretted 
now to say to the committee, that he should votë against this 
bill, and would briefly state hisreasons for havingfcome to that 
conclusion. In the first place, should these Tygasury notes be 
issued, they would necessarily depreciatein the maket. Alrea- 
dy they hadauthorized a loan’ of twelve. millions, which the 
Government had been unable to negotiate. Had they not been 
told that these bonds had been hawked about m the 
market, and offered in every broker’s shop ia . the 
city of New York and Boston, without commanding a 
dollar? Had they not been told by the great brokers of 

New York (Prime, Ward and King) that unless the interest on 
the loan was increased to seven per cent. the stock could not be 
taken in the American market? Since then the Committee of 
Ways and Meass had reported a bill for an additional loan of 
five millions, making the whole. loan seventeen millions, to 
which, if these Treasury notes of five millions were to be added, 
the public debt would be swelled up twenty-two millions of dol- 
lars. It was true that there was a proviso in the bill, that when 
the loan should be taken, the issue of Treasury notes should 
cease; but when would that loan be taken? He had no idea 
that any one expected that it would be negotiated before the 
What, then, 
would be the spectacle exhibited by this Government? If Con- 
gress should authorize these notes to be issued, there would be 
a national debt created of twenty-two millions of dollars; and 
that, too, without any prospect of itsredemption, Without that 
proviso was taken out, and it should be declared that the issue 
contemplated by the bill was to be part and parce) af the twelve 
mittion loan, he could not, and should not vote forit. He 
would vote for Treasury notes in preference to a loan; 
and why so? It being legitimately within the power of 
this Government to raise money, either by a loan 
or by the issue of Treasury notes, and regarding them both 
equally constitutional, ashe had given his opinion twelve 
months ago, he gave the latter the preference. He preferred 
them in tiie first place because they would not be given over to 
brokers, and thereby abstract so mush active capital from the 
general circulation of the country. He considered them as an 
additional amount given to the currency, although his object in 
voting for them was to raise money on an emergency, for the 
issue of these notes would not be taking money from the coun- 
try at large, butadding to its civeulation; and, above all, they 
answered well as a medium of exchenge, being readily taken 
i had been stated by his wor friend from 
id be was proud to cali him so, t uie reason 
fovernment were depreciated in the mar- 
ket Was, that there was a want cf security for theiy redemp- 
tion, This was undeniabiy true. Ever since 1779, the Go- 
vernment had had a permanent rescurte for the payrnent of 
the public debt in the national domain, the richest legacy, as 
they had administered it, that was ever possessed by any Go- 
vernment onearth, The British Government, before the Revo- 
lution, did not icok upon the public Jands as a source of reve- 
nue, but when this Government became possessed of the back 
lands, as they were then callec, by the deeds of cession from 
Virginia and other States, they became a permanent resource 
for the payment ofthe public debt; but it never entered into the 


on 


- heads of the sages of the Revolution that after the payment of 


the public debt, the proceeds of this rich domain were to be 
distributed among the States 

Mr. T, here took a view of the deed. of cession from the 
State of Virginia, as the only one necessary to his purpose to 
show the objects for which the public lands were thrown into 
the general fund. But said he, by the act of the last session, 
they have been. thrown away, snd now nothing wasleft for 
the support of the Government, but the disposition of politi. 
cians on that floor to tax their constituents. This he believed 
was the reason why capitalists were unwilling to trust the 
Government, when they saw the natioval domain squandered 
for political efect, and they doubted the nerve of politicians to 
tax the people to make up the deficiency occasioned by such 
prodigatity, This he believed had been the chief means of 
depreciating the credit of the Government Mr, T. here gave 
way to 

Mr. JOHN G. FLOYD, who moved that the committee rise; 
which was negatived without a count. 

Mr. T. resumed, An allusion had beea made during the 
course ofthe day to the fact that the stocks of the States were 
returning to the country because some of them had refused to 
pay their debts, and others had failed to do so from the want of 
means. The genileman from Vermont [Mr. Evererr] had 
particularly assigned this asthe reason why the credit of the 
Government was depreciated. He admitted, Mr. T. said, that 


some of the States had failed to meet their engagements, and he 
admitted that there was cause for alarm on the part of the fo-.. 
reign stockholder; but it was because some of these States. , 
which had negotiated loans had done so without providing ‘a 
fond fortheirredemption. The gentleman from Pogmcylvania. . 
{Mr. J. R. Incursotijin referring to this subject, Tad exult. 
lngly stated that the Legislature of his State had, by a unani- 
mous vote, refused to repudiate itsdebts. He rejoiced that such 
was thecase, for ifthe rich and powerful State of Pennsylva- 
nia was to repudiate the debts she had honestly. contracted, she 
would be placed inthelight ofa disgraced and dishonest State, 
She had no ground to refuses the payment of her debt, and he 
considered the vote of the Legisiature as gratuitous: and un: 
called for, and although he entertained no suspicion of the good 
faith of that State, yet that vote alone would furnish ground for 
suspicion. N , 

But the gentleman from Vermont: [Mr. EvereTT] said thatthe 
action of one State had had a decided effect on the stock market. 
He understood the gentlemen as having direct reference to the 
State he had the honor in part to represent; and what was that 
action? The State of Mississippi, took this ground, that what- 
ever deht she had contracted, she would pay te the uttermost far- 
thing; and whatever debt claimed of hor she had not contracted, 
she would not pay. She put herselfon the ground that as a 
State could not be sued at law, the people of the State must de- 
termine whether she had contracted a debt or not, à 

The CHAIRMAN here called Mr, 'T. to order for irreleyancy 
in debate. ~ zor 

Mr. THOMPSON said that he was answering what had been 
asserted in regard to the State he represented, viz: that ty her 
repudiation of her debts the credit of the Government had been 
depreciated, and that it was therefore impossible to raise money 
except by the issue of Treasury notes. Now he denied that 
Mississippi had ever refused to pay any debt due by her. He 
knew that it had gone abroad through the country that she 
had, but he denied it in toto. It had been asserted in the 
public papers that she had given bonds to the amount ’ 
of seven millions, all of which had been repudiated by her, 
But of thege bonds, two millions were admitted by every body 
in the State to be due, and the faith and credit of the State 
was pledged to redeem them, though from the fact that the 
sinking fund which had been created by her at the time the 
debt was contracted, had been placed ina bank which was una- 
ble to restore it, that debt was still unpaid. Nobody however 
in Mississippiever denied that these two millions were justly 
due; but there were bonds for five millions issued without the 
consent ofthe State, in the very teeth of her Constitution, for 
which her faith had never! been pledged, which weré sold in 
violation of the law’which created them and which had proved 
a curse to the people of Mississippi: these bonds, he undertook 
to say, she never would pay. It was to that five millions to 
which allusion had been made, and if it was in order for him 
to do so, he would like to gointo a history of this matter and 
show the ground on which the State of Mississippi acted; but 
observing the impatience of the committee to come toa decis 
sion ofthe question before thew, he would at some other time 
during the session, make a full explanation of the matter. He 
would now, however, content himself with stating the pesition 
occupied by his State. She took the ground that whatever she 
owed she would pay, and that what she did notowe, she would 
not pay. In this position he believed that his State would be 
sustained by every honest man in the community; for an honest 
community would not wish a State to pay a debt 
that it had not contracted for the benefit of those who were the 
enemies of State credit, and who, to accomplish their ends, 
would prostrate not only the credit of the States, but of the 
General Government. i g 

He had looked forward to a glorious destiny for this country; 
but unless they adhered to cardinal’ principles, they never 
would carry out the great results anticipated by the philan- 
thropist and patriot. That cardinal principle was that the 
constitutions of the States were made for the purpose of se» 
curing life, liberty, aad property, to every individual in the 
community, and they must be sustained at every hazard, Ours 
was the first Government under the canopy of heaven that: 
ever attempted to live undera writien Constitution. In all the 
other Governments, ancient or modern, the iegislative authoris 
ty, he cared not under what form it existed, had unlimited con- 
trol. We have, said Mr. T. made one grearstepin the march 
of thedestiny which awaits mankind by adopting a written 
Constitution which secures the rights ofthe people,and limits the 
powers of their agents to the particular trusts confided to them, 
beyond whichlimis they ha oright to go I therefore, 
the agents ofthe St of M ppi disposed of her bonds in 
defiance of her con on and laws; ifthey contracted debts 
without her consent, justice as well as expediency would fore 
bid that the people should bo taxed to pay them, 

He had heard it said that Mississippi tock the first step 
in depreciating the credit of this Government. This may 
be so. Her banks were the first to suspend specie 
payments: and her Legislature had never sanciioned the immo- 
rality and dishonesty of the bunks in refusing to pay their debts 
on the ground that it would be inconvenient and disastrous to 
the people for them to behonest. But her Legislature, in spite 
of the denunciations of bank swindlers and stockjobbers, who. 
still denounce her, was the first to require those banks to ree 
sume or forfeit their charters. Her people were the first to- 
reap the bitter fruits of bank expansion and bank explosion, and I 
trust it is her destiny now to Jead off jn this struggle to maintain 
the integrity of our constitutions, and the principle that the 
Government is made for the people, and not the people for the 
Government. He rejoiced that his destiny bad been cast in 
that State. Though it was not his position by birth, it was so 
from choice. He chose that Sta'e because with a fertile soil 
and most genial climate, her people were the most energetic and 
enterprising in the Union, and possessed a sense of honor and 
integrity unsurpassed by any people on the face of the globe, 
When justice was at stake, Mississippi would march forward 
and take a bolder standin asserting the rights of mankind—in 
resisting the taxation of the people without their consent, in 
vincicatirg the rights secured to ther by their Constitution, 
than any other Statein the Union. When the nation was as. 
sailed and her fiag insulted, she would be in the foremost ranks 
of its defenders. She was a younger member of the Confedera- 
cy; but when only a Territory, and her citizens few in number, 
she had been the first amongst ta mect the enemy; and ifthe rights 
ofthe nation should be again invaded she would be the first 
to make the heaviest sacrifices for the common cause. She was 

one of the largest exhibiting States, and if war came it would 
fall heaviest on her, yet he did not believe that there was within 
her -borders a single individual that was not prepared to sacri- 


fice her.great, agricultural advantages, and rush forward to sus. 
tain the country.” ees earl oad 

We ‘have been told, said: Mr. T? of the great power and re- 
wources of England, and warned to be prepared for a conflict 
with ‘her. He believed that one of the causes that induced us 
to incur. such ‘heavy: debts, was the great dread of England. 
But remember the war of 1812, and how weak we were 
then in:comparison to what we are now, and yet we feared not 
to “ongage her. 
what it was then? Mr. T. here took a view of the increased po- 
puiation, and resources of the country; the great advantages 
we derive from the improvevenient of steam navigation, and of 
railroads, andadverted to the ease with which large forces could 


almost instantaneously be concentrated at New Orleans or New- 


York. - And yet, said he, with all these advantages weare told 
that we must increase our army and navy.. Without a dollar 
in the Treasury, they were called upon to make heavy appro- 
priations for the army, the navy, andthe Post Office Depart- 
ment. © He could not conceive how gentlemen could reconcile it 
to'themsel ves to be willing to add to the embarrassments of the 
country. for such purposes. For none of these expenditures 
would he go, nor would he give his consent to the issue of these 
notes, unless a fund was provided for theit redemption. If, said 
he, your revenue is not sufficient for the support of Govern- 
‘ment Jay taxes to increase it; but do not fall into the: error 
committed by several of the States of creating a debt without 
setting apart a fund to secure its payment. After some further 
remarks, Mr. T, yielded the floor, and ` ; 

Mr. J. G. FLOYD moved that the committee rise. Lost. 

Mr. T, proceeded with and concluded his remarks—with- 
drawing the motion to strike out the enacting clause. of the 

Hi. 

The question was then taken on Mr. ARNOLD’s amendment; 
and it was rejected. 

- And the question was taken on Mr. UnpERWwoop’s amend: 
ment; and it was rejected. 

Mr. GILMER moved a substitute for the proviso of. the bill, 
providing that. the notes to be issued under this bill should be 
in lieu of so much of thetwelve million loan. Agreed to. 

Mr EVERETT offered his amendmen: limiting the time dur- 
ing which these notes should. be issued to the present session. 

oat, 

Mr. FILLMORE offered a verbal amendment. 

Mr. GORDON moved that the committec rise. 

Mr..G, then went into a political speech. 

After. which the committee rose, and reported the bill and 
amendments tothe House. 

‘Mr. FILLMORE moved the previous question. 

Pending which motion, at 7 o'clock, the House adjourned. 


Agreed to. 
Lost. 


HOUSE OF REPRE :ENTATIVES. 
i Fripay, January 14, 1842. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
; BANKRUPT LAW. 

‘Mr. PENDLETON rose and asked leave to present a remon 
strance against the repeal of the Bankrupt law. : 

Mr. PROFFIT had a number of petitions, he said, on the 
same subject, which— : 

Mr. WELLER inquired what was the order of business? 

Mr. ADAMS was understood to say that he had a number of 

étitions of the same kiod, which he was desirous to present. 

‘he. Committee on the Judiciary had been instructed on the 
subject; and these petitions should be presented soon, ifat all. 
. The SPEAKER said the petitions could only be received by 
general consent. 
i Me BARNARD had remonstrances, he said, on the same sub- 
jeċt— 
- Objections were made in several quarters. 

Mr. PENDLETON desired to be informed by the Speaker 
Whether the reception of the remonstrance had been objected 


to 

“The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

Mr, PENDLETON then asked leave to offer the following re- 

solution, which was read for information: 
, Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 
to inquire into the necessity and expediency of amending the 
Bankrupt law of the last session, ant to report, without delay, 
such amendments as may be deemed necessary. 

Objection was made, but by whom, in the confusion of the 
House, the Reporter could not discover. 

So the resolution was wot received. $ 

Mr, HUNT suggested that members should he allowed to 
present such petitions an i remonstrances as might be in their 
possession on the subject of the bankrupt law. 

Objections were made. 

The SPEAKER said, objections being made, the petitions 
could not be received. 

TREASURY NOTE BILL, 

_ My. FILLMORE asked the unanimous consent of the House 
to proceed with the unfinished business of yesterday, being the 
bill “to authorize an issue of Treasury notes.” 

No objection being made, the bill was taken up. 

The pending question was on the motion of Mr, FILLMORE 
for the previous question, : 

And there was a second. N 

Mr, BARNARD asked the yeas and nays on ordering the 
main question, (which was on concurring with the committee 
in the amendments, and ordering the bill to a third reading;) but 
they were refused. 

And the main question. was ordered to be put. 

The amendments heretofore offered by Mr. FILLMORE, and 
adopted in committee, were severally concurred in by the 
House. : N ! 

And the question then being on concurring with the com- 
mittee in the followicg amendment offered by Mr. GILMER, to 


wit: : . ee . 
Strike out from the end of the bill the following ‘proviso, 


viz. , 

‘Provided, That the authority hereby given to issue Trea- 
gury notes shall cease and determine as soon as the loan 
authorized by the act of July 21, 1841, or which may be au- 
thorized by any other act, shall he negotiated and rendered 
available.” oar 

And insert in lieu thereof the following: 

“Resolved, That the amount of Treasury notes that may be 
isguéd under authority cf this act shall be deemed and taken in 
lieu of so much of the loan authorized by the act of ist July, 
1841.” 


Mr.. GWIN called for the reading of the amendment; which | 


was read accordingly, 
manad 


What was our strength now, compared to’. 


-Ehompson 


> The yeasand nays on the amendment were ordered, and be- 
ing taken, ‘were as follows: ~ Se ` 

EAS Messrs. ` Arrington, Atherton, Beeson,  Bidlack, 
Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, “A. V. Brown, ©. Brown, Burke, 
S. H. Butler, William O. Butler, G. W., Caldwell,’ P. O: 
Caldwell, J. Campbell, Cary, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, 
Clinton, Coles, Cross, Cushing, Daniel, Richard. D. Davis, 
Dean, Doan, Doig, Eastman,.J.C. Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, 
John G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Forance, Gilmer, Gordon, 


--Gustine, Gwin, j-alsted, Harris, John Hastings, Hays, Houck, 


Houston, Hyhard, Hunter, C. J. Ingersoll,: Wiiliam W. Erwin, 


. Jack, -Cave Johnson, J. W. Jones, 1. D. Jones, Keim. Andrew 


Kennedy, “Lowell, Abraham McClellan, Robert. -McCiellan, 
McKay, McKeon, Marchand, A. Marshall, J. T. Mason, 
Mathews, Medill, Meriwether, Medill, Morrow, Newhard, 
Owsley, Parmenter, Partridge, Payne, Pickens, Plumer, 
Pope, Reding, Reynolds, Rhett, Ridgway, Riggs, Rovsevelt, 
Sanford, Saunders, Shaw, Shields, William Smith, Snyder, 
Steenrod, A. H. H. Stuart, Summers, Sumter, Sweney, Talia- 
ferro, Turney, Underwood, Van Buren, Wallace, Ward, Watter- 
son, Weller, Westhrook, James W, Williams, Jos. L. Williams, 
and Wise—105. 

NaYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, L. W. Andrews, Sherlock J. 
Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg, Babcock, §Baker, Barnard,. Bar- 
ton, Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, Borden, Botts, Briggs, Brock- 
way, Bronson, M. Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, William B, 
Campbell, Thos. J. Campbell, Caruthers, Chittenden, John C, 
Clark, Staley N. Clarke, Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, 
Garrett Davis, Deberry, John Edwards, Fessenden, Fih- 
more, A. L, Foster, Gamble, Gates, Gentry, Gid- 
dings, Goggin, Patrick G. Goode, Graham, Granger, Green, 
Habersham, Hall, W. 8. Hastings, Henry, Howard, Hudson, 
Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Jas. Irvin, James, William C. 
Johnson, Lane, Lawrence, Linn, T. F.. Marshall, 8. Mason, 
Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Moore, Morris, Os- 
borne, Pearce, Pendleton, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, 
Atexander Randall,.Randojph, Rayner; Rogney, W. Rus- 
sell, James M. Russell, Saltonstall, Simonton, Truman Smith, 
Stanly, Stratton, J. T. Stuart, J. B. Thompson, R. W. Thomp- 
gon, Tillinghast, Toland, ‘Tomlinson, Triplett, Trumbull, Van 
Renssalaer, Warren, Washington, Thos. W. Williams, Lewis 
Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Winthrop, Yorke, A. 
Young, and John Young—102. 

So the amendment was concurred in. 

On the suggestion of Mr. McIX AY, by unanimous consent, the 
following words ir: the 16th and 17th lines of the bill werestricken 
out: 

“If not sooner terminated under the proviso to this sec- 

” 

Mr. McKAY asked the unanimous consent of the House 
to offer, as an additional section to the Dill, an amendment 
providing that it shal] not be lawful hereafter for the colec- 
tors or other officers of the United States to receive in pay- 
ment of any of the dues of the Government the notes of any 
banks which were now receivable, which banks did not agree 
to receive the Treasury notes issued on the faith and secu- 
rity of the United States on deposite, or in payment to said 
banks, in the same manner and with like effect, as their own 
notes. 

„Objection being made by Mr. CUSHING and other members, 
the amendment was not received, 

The bill and amendments were then ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading, [at this time. ] ; 

And the bill having been read through, and the question being 
on the final passage thereof— 

Mr. SAUNDERS moved to recommit the bill, with instruc- 
tions to report an amendment suspending the operation of the 
act for distributing the proceeds of the sales of the public lands 
amongst the States, and to pledge the same to the redemption of 
the Treasury notes now authorized to be issued. Mr. S. said 
his object was notto delay the measure, bu’ to get a direct vote 
on the proposition which had been refused in the Committee of 
the Whole. Nor should he now renew the wide discussion 
which hae already been indulged. If his proposition failed, he 
was not prepared to say how he might vote. But as his pur- 
pose was to have the opportunity ofa direct voie, he did not 
desire to give those who had threatened us wilh a renewal ofthe 
gag rules of the last session an apology for their obnoxious 
rules, and should content himself at this ime with simply call- 
ing the yeas and nays, claiming the right to speak hereafter, 
should the debate be renewed by others. 

Mr. FILLMORE then moved the previous question, setii 
aside the motion of Mr. Saunpers; and which being s-co 
by the House, ; ` 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON inquired of the Chair whether, if the 
House refused to put the main question now, it would not throw 
the bill over till to-morrow? 

The SPEAKER stated that ifthe previous question were or. 
dered, the motion to recommit with instructions wouid be cut 
off, and the House would be brought to a direct vote on the pas- 
sage of the bill. 

‘ne question on the motion forthe previous question wasthen 


taken and decided in the afirmative. | i 


So there was a second. 

Mr. McKEON asked the yeas and nays on ordering the 
main question; which were ordered, end, b taken, were as 
follows: ` 

YEAS—N rs. Adams, Allen, Landaf W, Andrews, Sher- | 
lock J. Andrews, Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Barton, 
Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, Borden, Bous, Briggs, Brockway, 
Bronson, Milton Brown, Burnell, T. ampbell, Caruthers, 
Casey, Childs, Chittenden, J. C. Clark, $. N. Clarke, Cooper, 
Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Cushing, Garrett Davis, Richard 
D. Davis, Debsrry, Joha C. Edwards, Fessenden, Fillmore, 
A. Lawrence Foster, Gamble, Gates, Gentry, Giddings, Geg- 
sin, P. G. Goode, Graham, Granger, Green, Habersham, Hall, 
Halsted, Wm. S. Hastings, Hays, Henry, Howard, Hudson, 
Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, William W. Irwin, 


James, William C. Johnson, Cave Johnson, Isaac D. Jones, |} 


Jobn P. Kennedy, Lane, Lawrence, Linn, Thomas F. Marshall, 
S. mason, Mathict, Mattocks, Maxwell, M: ynard, Meriwether, 
Moare, Morris, Morrow, Osborne, Owsley, Parmenter, Par- 
tridge, Pearce, Pendleton, Pope, Powell, Ramsey, Benjamin 
Randall, Alexander Randall, Randolph, Rayner, Ridgway, 
Rodney, William Russell,, James M. Russell, Saltonstall, 
Shepperd, Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, Sprigg, Stanly, 
Stokely, Stratton, A- H.-H. Stuart, John T. Stuart, Sum- 
mers, Sumter; Taliaferro, John B. Thompson, Richard Ww. 
; Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, Trumbull, | 
Underwood, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, Warren, Washington, | 
Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Wiliams, Christopher H, Wib- i 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. | 


i lows: j 


Robert McClellan, McKay, McKeon;, 
Mathews, Medill, Miller, 


Riggs, Rogers, Roosevelt, Sanford, Saunders, Shay 
Wm. Smith, Pnyder, Steenrod, Sweney, Jacob Thomp: 
Turney, Van Buren, Ward, Watterson, Weller, Westh. 
and James W. Williams—€8. Sr GEN, iced 


So the House decided that the main question ‘should be: now 


put. ; ge : Ps TORE 
` Mr. MATHIOT asked the yeas and nays on ‘the main ; 
tion; which wereordered. ‘ 


‘And the main question, “Shall this bil pass?’ was ‘then. 
ken. and decided in the affirmative, as follows: .. i 


YEAS_Messrs. Adams, Allen, Sherlock J. Andrews, Arnold, 


Arrington, Aycrigg, Baker, Barton, Beeson, Bidlack, . Birdaeye, 
Blair, Borden, Bowne, Brewster, Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, 
Aaron V., Brown, Burnell, Samson H. Butler, William 0.- Bui 
ler, Patrick C. Caldwell, John Campbell, Cary, Casey, Chap. 
man, Childs, John C. Clark, Staley N, Clarke, Coles, Or 
Cross. Cushing, Richard D. Davis, Dawson, Deberry, D 
John Edwards, Ferris, Fessenden, Fillmore, Gamble,’ Ge 
Giddings, Gilmer, Granger, Gustine, Hall, Halsted, Harris, 


S. Hastings, Jobn Hastings, Hays,;Henry, Houck, Houston, 2 


Hubard, Hudson, Hunter, Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, James 
Irvin, William. W. Irwin, Cave Johnsen, John 
Mason, Mathews, Mattocks; Maxwell, Maynard, Medill, Moo 
Morrow, Newhard, 
Pen teton, Pickens, Plumer, Pope, Powell, Profit. Ramsey; 
Penjamin Randall, Alexander Randall, Randolph, Ridgway, 
Riggs, Roosevelt, William Russell, James M, Russell, Salton- 
stall, Sanford, Shepperd, Simonton, Blade, Truman Smith, 
William Smith, Steenrod, Stokely, Stratton, Alexander WY. H. 
Stuart, Sumter, Taliaferro, 'Tithoghast, Toland, Tumey, Under- 
wood, Wallace, Ward, Watterson, Weller, Westbrook, Thos, 
W. Williams, James W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph 
I. Williams, Winthrop, Wise, Wood, Augustus Young, and 
John Young—129, 


W. Jones, Isaac ` 
`Ð. Jones, Lawrence, Lowell; Abraham’ McClellan, John Ts .. 


Osborne, Parmenter, Partridge, Pearce, 


anston, — 


We. 


4 


NAVS—Meesrs. Landaff W. Antrewa, Atherton, Babcock,. ; 


Parnard, Boardman, Botts, Boyd, Milton Brown, Chas. . Brown, 
Burke, Green W, Caldwell, Wiiliam B. Campbell, Thomas. J. 


Campbell, Caruthers, Chittenden, clini, Sinn, Cooper, ; 


Cowen, Cravens, Danie}; Garrett Davis, 


Floyd, A. Lawrence Foster, Gates, Goggin, Patrick G. Goode, 
Gordon, Graham, Green, Gwin, Habersham, Hopkins, Howard, 


ean, Doig, Hast, 
man, John ©. Edwards, Egbert, John @. Floyd, Charles A, 


Charles J. Ingersoll, Jack, James, William Cost Johnson, g 


Keim, John P. Kennedy, Andrew Kennedy, Lane, Linn, Robert 


T. Marshall, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Meriwether, € 
Morris, Owsley, Payne, Rayner, Redmg, Reynolds, Rhett, 
Kodney, Rogers, Saunders, Shaw, Shields, Snyder, Branly, 
Jodn T. Stuart, Summers, Sweney, John B. Thompson, Rich’d 
W, Thompson, Jacob ‘Thompson, Tomlinson, Triplett, Trom- 


bull. Van Buren, Van Rensse'aer, Warren, Washingion, and - 


Christopher H. Williams—86, Tao WOR 
So the bill was passed in the following form, to wit: 
AN ACT to anthorize an issue of ‘Treasury notes, : 
Beit enacted, §c. Vhatthe President of the United States 
is hereby authorized to cause Treasury notes to be issued and 
reissued in place of those redeemed, for such sum or sums 


McClellan, McKay, McKeon, Marchand, Alfred Marshall, Thos, 
Miner, : 


as the exigencies of the Government, may require, but _ 


nut-exceeding the sum of five millions.of dollars of this emis: 
sion outstanding at any one time, and to be, issued under the 
limitations of otier provisiens contained in: the act-entided~ 
“An act to authorize the suing of Treasury notes,” approved 
the twelfth of October, one thousand eight hundred ‘and thirty- 


seven, except that the authority hereby given to issue Treasury 4 


notes shall expireat the end of one year from the “passage of 
this act: Provided, ‘That the anioant of Treasury notes which 
may be issued under authority of this act shall be deemed and 
taken in lieu ofso much of the loan authorized by the act of 
duly twenty-first, one thousand eight hundred and forty-one. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS, 
The SPEAKER announced the next business in order to he 


the call of the States for petitions and memorials, under the sus- 
pension of the r 


on Friday last. 
Mr, GIDDINGS ma 
for the purpose of going into private business. Mr. G, was un- 
derstood tot upon the House tue justice of this course, look- 
@ which hat been done for private claimants dur- 


rs. PROF: 


a STS. - 
| FIT, CHAPMAN, SMITH, BIDLACK, and RANDOLPH 


participated. 


Mr. GRANGER said, as the House had some petitions:on, . 


one side ofa proposition and none on the other, he asked the 


_ yeas and nays on the motion to pestpone. ? 


And they were ordered. : vee 

The SPEAKER said thata vote of two-thirds Would be re- 
quired to effect the postponement. vate : 
* The question on fie motion to postpone the receptionof peti- 
tions. was then taken and decided in the negative-ryeas 89 
nays 117. 

So the motion to pestpone was 

Petitions and memorials were 


notagreed {a g 
then called for, commencing 


with the call of the States where it had been arrested on a former — 


day, and were presented by the following. members, and appro- 
priately Asia ENEE E 
ir. 4 S entucky.-. 
Mr. THOMPSSANTE FE EXPEDITION. 
Mr, THOMPSON of Kentucky. presented certain resclutioas 
irom the Legislature of that State, in relation to American 
auzens trading to SantaFe, in Mexico, which were read ag 4 


from authentic information that citizens 


Whereas it appear £ 3 
3A with passports from their Government 


of the United States, 


to postpone that order of business, 


Sag ee 


“ make a.direct call—not to make the Committee on Foreign Af- 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


; A.question of order here arose, Mr. LINN insisting that the 
revious question. could . not apply aow,- inasmuch as he had, 
reviously to that motion being made, declared his desire to 
peak to the subject of the amendment. $ ; 

The SPEAKER said, ifsuch was the fact, and the gentleman 
insisted on his right to speak, the previous question would not 
ply. Pond - F 

3 a Rer some conversation, Mr. LINN said that, as he was very 

desirous that the inquiry contemplated in the resolution of the 

gentleman from Kentucky {Mr. MARSHALL] should be made, he 

Mir L was willing to waive his right tothe floor. : 

: The question then recurred on the amendment. 

Mr. HABERSHAM called for the reading thereof; afte 


hich, : : 
Mr. 'CRANSTON moved to lay the whole subject on the 
‘table. 3 A : 
| Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky asked the yeas and nays on that 
‘motion; which were refused. S? i 
: And the question being taken en the motion of Mr. Cranston, 
at was decided in the negative. 
3 Sothe subject was not laid on the table. 

+ The question then recurred, and was taken on the amendment 
lof Mr. Woop; and it was agreed to. + 

. And the resolution, as amended, was adopted, ; 
, -Petitions and memorials were further presented by— 
;_ Messrs. ANDREWS, OWSLEY, GREEN, BUTLER, and 
‘the SPEAKER, of Kentucky. 
` THE BANKRUPT LAW. 

The SPEAKER presented a petition of citizens of Richmond 
ounty, Kentucky, praying the repeal ofthe Bankrupt law. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved that the said petition be referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, with instructions 
i “To report an amendment to the Bankrupt Jaw passed at the 
f last session of Congress, by which all corporations which issue 
! paper to be circulated as money shall be brought within the 
E provisions of said law.” 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi demanded the previous 

question. 


duly -authenticated, in. going from Texes to Santa Fe, with legi- 
timate and peaceful intentions, offering no résistance, have been 
arrested by a military force of Mexicans—a portion put. to 
deati:"in the most perfidious manner, whilst others, put in 
les, were, without- any regard to the usages of war 
amongst Civilized nations, or the universally received princi- 
ples of humanity, having been first divested of their shoes and 
elovhing, and driven rather-as beasts than human beings from 
the Place of their capture to ‘the city of Mexico, a distance of 
many hundred miles, by a soldiery cruel, relentless, and unre- 
ned; and‘ when there, their life, their death,or, what is 
>e ihan ‘death, protracted bondage in chains, at the mere 
of a military dictator; and to give a deeper interest, if pos- 
, for the fate of our unfortunate countrymen, the fact is 
io exist, thata citizen of Kentucky, á mere youth of se- 
yunitéen, is cue of the wretched captives: And whereas protec- 
zah is due to ali and every, the humblest citizen of the Repub- 
lic, whether at home or abroad: Therefore, ` - 

Resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth 
of Kentucky, That the Government of the United States owes 
it to itself, as well as to those unfortunate. citizens, to use. the 
most prompt, vigorous, and efficient means to restore to liberty 
and their country those men, and to vindicate to Mexico and 
the world the proud declaration that American citizenship is a 
shield against wrong and oppression throughout the globe. 

Beit further resolved, That Kentucky will sustain, in any 
manner which shall be deemed necessary, with her full strength, 
the most energetic action of the. General Government to right 
the wrong, both individual and national. 

Resolved further, That, in the opinion of this Legislature, 
it is the duty of the Government of the United States to demand 
and require the Government of Mexico, in the future progress - 
ofthe war with Texas, to oberve the usages of civilized na- 
tiona in the treatment of prisoners. 

Resolved further, That the Governor be requested to for- 
ward acopy of the foregoing preamble and resolutions to the 
President of the United States, and to each of our Senators and 
Representatives in Congress, ` 

n motion of Mr. Tthe said resolutions were referredto the 
Committee on Fereign Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. THOMAS F. MARSHALL said that a similar paper to 
that pregented by his colleague [Mr. Tuompson] had. been for- 
warded to him (Mr. M.) by the Executive of the State of Ken- 
tucky, which he had received this morning. He moved to re- 
fer it to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, with instructions to 
derive from the Department of State- all information that 
might existthere in relation to what had been done by that De- 
partment in relation to the subject; and also such information 
asthe Department might possess in relation to the capture 
complained of; and that they report to this House, &e. 

Mr. EVERETT suggested that the proper mode would be to. 


tions included all corporations? i z 
Do answer, that the Reporter heard; but a good many criesto 
order. . 
Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to lay the whole subject on 
the table. 
Mr. HOPKINS asked the yeasand nays on that motion, which 
were ordered 


ported could understand the purport of the inquiry) what would 
be the effect of these instructions, if passed, on the instructions 
given to the same committee on a former day to report a bill 
repealing the Bankrupt law. : 

rt. GRANGER called Mr. CLIFFORD to order—submitting 
| to the Speaker thatthe question was not debatable. 
The SPEAKER so decided—remarking that it would be time 
` enough for the Chair to decide the effect of the motion when the 
question properly presented itself. Atpresent the question was 
on the motion to lay the whole subject on the table. 

The roll of the yeas and nays was called through, and many 
members changed their votes one way or the other! 

Mr. McKAY. Does the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Brices] intend (hese instructions as a repeal of the order of the 
House repealing the Bankrupt law. ` 

Loud cries to order. } r 

Ir. WISE submitted to the Speaker that there had been so 
much misunderstanding of the question, he hoped the Chair 
would explain it. | | f 

The Clerk, at the intimation of the Speaker, read the instruc- 
tions: f 
Mr. BRIGGS. Can I explain? 

{Cries of of “ Yes, yes” — “explain? —“ No, no,” &c.] 


fairs the organ of communication. 

Mr. WOOD said if this proposition was in order, he desired 
to move an amendment, calling for a similar kind of informa- 
tion in relation to American State prisoners confined in Van 
Dieman’s land. ‘ 
__ The SPEAKER said the instructions were in order; but that 
if they gave rise to debate they must lie over. 

Mr.. WOOD gave notice that he would offer his amend. 


ment, 

Mr, MARSHALL, on the 'suggesuon, he said, of Mr. Evs- 
RETT, Would change the form of his instructions, and offer the 
proposition in the shape of a resolution calling on the Depart- 
ment for theinformation indicated. 

Mr. WOOD desired to know if his amendment would be in 


order. 

The SPEAKER said that the resolution itself was not in or- 
der except by general consent, 

No objection appeared to be made. 

Mr. CUSHING suggested to Mr. MARSHALL to make his mo. 
tion general, so as to include any information in the possession 
af the Executive, and not to confine it to the Department of 

tate. 

Mr. MARSHALL said that was his object. ; 

Mr. ADAMS desired to know whether the Speaker had de- 
cided that the motion of the gentleman from New Yoik [Mr. 
Woop] to amend the resolution by extending the inquiry to the 
case of the prisoners confined in Van Dieman’s land, was not 
in order. | 

The SPEAKER said he had not so decided. 

Mr. ADAMS said he understood the gentleman from New 
York {Mr, Woop] as making the motion. 

Mr. WOOD said he intended to move his proposition as 
an amendment to the resolution of the geneman from Ken- 


could not be permitted to explain. 
The vote was then announced as follows: 


YEAS.—Messrs. L. W. Andrews, Arrington, Atherton, Bar- 
ton, Birdseye, Bowne, Boyd, Milton Brown, Burke, Samson H, 
Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, John Camp- 
bell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Chapman, Clinton,Coles, 
Cowen, Cravens, Cross, Daniel, Garrett Davis, Richard D. 
Davis, Doig, Eastman, John C. Edwards, Egbert, Everett, Fer- 
ris, John G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Thomas F. Foster, Gen- 
try, Goggin, Patrick G. Goode, Samuel Gordon, Graham, Gus- 
tine, Harris, Hays, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Howard, Hu- 
bard, Hunter, Charles J. Ingersoll, Cave Johnson, Andrew 
Kennedy, Robert McClellan, Thomas F. Marshall, Samson 
Mason, John Thompson Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Meriwether, 
Moore, Owsley, Payne, Pearce, Pickens, Plumer, Pope, Powell, 
Profit, Alexander Randall, Rayner, Reding, Reynolds, Ridg- 
way, Riggs, Sanford, Saunders, Shaw, Snyder, Sprigg, Steen- 
rod, Summers, John B. Thompson, Van Buren, Warren, 
Watterson, Christopher H. Williams, Wise, Augustus Young 


tucky. 

The SPEAKER said the resolution had been received, but no 
debate could be entertained. 

The resolution of Mr. Marsan was then read as follows, 
cit having been first modified on the suggestion of Mr. 
ADAMS, by inserting the usual proviso as to the compatibility 
of the publication of the information referred to with the public 
interests:) 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to communicate to the House all the informatien in his 
possession, which may not be incompatible with the public in- 
terest, touching the American citizens captured near Santa Fe, 
in Mexico, and what steps, if aay, have been taken relative 
thereto by this Government. 

Mr. WOOD then moved to amend the said resolution by ad- 
ding the following words: i 

Also, any information he may have, and not incompatible 
with the publie interest. concerning American citizens now Bri- 
tish prisoners in Van Dieman’s land. 

Mr. LINN said that if the inquiry contemplated in the 
amendment were to be made, he had something to say on 
the subject. 

The SPEAKER. 
laid on the table. 

Mr. ADAMS suggested to Mr. Woop that the subject 
embraced in his amendment had already been referred tu the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. Petitions and memorials on 
that subject had been presented and referred to that committee 
already, 

Mr. WOOD said that in that event he should suppose that the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs would wish to have before them | 
the very information contemplated in his amendment. 

Mr. TURNEY moved the previous question. 

And there was a second. 


And the main question (being on the resolution and amend- 
meat).was ordered to be taken, 


NAYS.—Messrs. Adams, Allen, S., J. Andrews, Arnold, Ay- 
crigg, Baker, Barnard, Beeson, Bidlack, Boardman,’ Borden, 
Botts, Brewster, Briggs, Bronson, Charles Brown, William O, 
Butler, Casey, Childs, Chittenden, Jonn C. Clarke, Staley N. 
Clarke, Nathan Clifford, James Cooper, Cranston, Cushing, 
Dawson, Dean, Deberry, John Edwards, Fessenden, Fillmore, 
Fornance, Gamble, Gates, Granger, Gwin, Habersham, Hall, 
Halsted, William 8. Hastings, Henry, Hudson, Hant, J. R-In- 
gersoll, William W.Irwin, William Cost Johnson. John P: 
Kennedy, Lawrence. Linn, Lowell, McKay, McKeon, Marchand, 
Andrew Marshall, Maynard, Morrow, Neward, Osborne, Par- 
menter, Partridge, Pendleton, Benjamin Randall, Randolph, 
Rodney, Roosevelt, William Russell, James M. Russell, Sal- 
tonstall, Shepperd, Shields, Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, 
William Smith, Stanly, Stokely, Stratton, John T. Stuart, 
Taliaferro, Richard W. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Tilling- 
hast, Toland, Trumbull, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, Washing- 
ton, Thomas W. Wibiams, Joseph L. Williams, Winthrop, 
Wood, Yorke, and John Young— 94. 

So the House refused to Jay the whole subject on the table, 

The question recurred oa the demand of Mr. THOMPSON, of 
Mississippi. for the previous question. 

Mr. CLIFFORD asked Mr. Briacs to accept a modification 

of the instructions which he (Mr. C,) would send to the Chair, 
and which was read for information. 
_ This proposed modification consisted ofa proviso that the ex- 
isting order of the House, directed the Committee on the Judici- 
ary toreport a bill repealing the bankrupt law, should not be 
hereby reconsidered. 


Jf debate arises the whole subject must be 


Mr. McKEON desired to be informed whether these instruc-. 


Mr. CLIFFORD desired to be informed (so far as the Re- 


The SPEAKER said, objection being made, the gentleman | 


thing that was out of the regular order of business, 


“ Mr. BRIGGS. My intention was to leave both questions 
open, but I will consent to add the following proviso: 

“Provided, That these instructions are not to interfere with 
or recind the instructions heretofore given to said committee to 
report a bill to repeal the said bankrupt law. > 

Mr. WISE would like to be intormed how it was possi- 
ble for these instruction not to interfere. They must inter: 
fere. 

{Loud cries to order.] 2 

The question was then taken on the demand for the previous 
question, (uy tellers, Messrs, Warpand Boanpman,) and the 
vote stood: Ayes 84, noes-80. 

So there was a second. > : 

And-on the question, “Shall the main question be now 
put?? 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON asked the yeas and nays. 

Mr. FILLMORE asked Mr. Bricos so to modify his instruc» 
tions tothe committee as to add “andalso to report such other 
amendments assaid committee may deem necessary to perfect 
said act.”? ; oot ie S 

Mr, BRIGGS accepted this as a modification of his own pro- 

osition. r 
p Mr. PROFFIT would like any geatleman to inform him how 
it Was possible to amend a law and repeal it too, 

{Laughter, and calls to order. }- : 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON desired.the Speaker to state whether, 
as other matters had been introduced since the former vote on 
that motion, it would again be in order to moveto lay the whole 
subject on the table. y 

The SPEAKER answered affirmatively. en 

And Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved that the whole subject 
be laid on the table. j 

Mr. WISE asked the yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. SPRIGG called for the reading of the instructions; which 
were read, 

And the question on the motion of Mr, Cave Jonson was. 
then taken, and decided in the negative, as follows: $ 

YEAS—Messre. Arrington, Atherton, Barton, Birdseye, 
Bowne, Boyd, Milton Brown, Chàries Brown, Burke, Samson 
H. Butler, W. O. Buter, Green W, Caldwell. Patrick C. Cald- 
well, John Campbell, William B. Campbell, Thomas J. Camp- 

_ bell, Caruthers, Cary, Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Cross, 
Daniel, Garrett Ravis, Richard D. Davis, Dean, Doan, Doig, 
Eastman; John ©. Edwards, Egbert. Ferr:s, John G. Floyd, 
Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, Gentry, Giddings, Gilmer, Goggin, 
Gordon, Green, Gustine, Harris, John Hastings, Hays, Hop- 
kins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, Hunter, Charles J. Ingersoll, 
Jack, C Jobnson, J. W, Jones, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, A. 
McClellan, Robert McClellan, Marchand, Alfred Marshall, 
Thomas F. Marsha!l, John T. Mason, Mattocks, Medill, Meri- 
wether. Newhard, Owsley, Partridge, Payne, Pickens, Plumer, 
Pope, Powe!l, Profit, Rayner, Reding. Reynolds, Riggs, San- 
ford, Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, William Smith, Snyder, 
Sprigg, Steenrod, Alexander H, H. Stuart, Summers, Jobn B. 
Thompson, Turney, Underwood, Van Buren, Ward, Warren, 
enon Weller, Westbrook, Christopher H. Wiliams, and 

ise—100. 

NAYS —Messrs. Adams, Allen, Landaff W. Andrews, Sher- 
Jock J. Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigs, Baker, Barnard, Beeson, 
Bidlack, Blair, Boardman, Borden, Botts, Brewster, Briggs, 
Brockway, Bronson, Burnell, Casey, Childs, Chittenden, John 
©. Clark, Staley N, Clarke, Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, 
Cushing, Dawson, Deberry, John Edwards, Fessenden, Fill- 
more, A. Lawrence Foster, Thomas F. Foster, Gamble, Gates, 
Patrick G. Goode, Granger, Gwin, Habersham, Hall, Halsted, 
William S. Hastings, Howard, Hudson, J. R. Ingersoll, James 
Irvin, W. W. Irwin, W. C. Johnson, John P. Kennedy, Lane, 
Linn, Lowell, McKay, McKeon, Sampson Mason, Mathiot, Max- 
well, Moore, Morrow, Osborne, Parmenter, Pendleton, Ramsey, 
Benj. Randall. Alexander Randall, Randolph, Ridgway, Rodney, 
Roosevelt, Wm. Russell, J. M. Russell, Salstonstall, Shielde, 
Simonton, Slade, T. Smith, Stanly, Stokeley, Stratton, John T. 
Stuart, Taliaferro, Richard W. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, 
Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, ‘Trumbull, Van Rensselaer, 
Wallace, Washington, Thomas W, Williams, James W. Wil- 
liains, Lewis Williams, J. L. Williams, Winthrop, Wood, Au- 
gustus Young, and John Young—101. 

So the House decided that the whole subject should oz be laid 
on the table. 

Mr. GENTRY moved that the House donow adjourn. 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS asked the yeas and nays on that moe 
tion; which were ordered, and being taken, were—-Yeas 101, 

n ays 88, 

So, at half past three o’clock, the House adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
SATURDAY, Jan, 15, 1842. 

The journal ofyesterday was read and approved. 

Hon. CHRISTOPHER MORGAN, Representative from the State 

New York, appeared and took his seat. 

Mr. STANLY asked leave to offer a resolution which he had 
endeavored unsuccessfully, on a former day, to present, au- 
thorizing the Committee on Public Expenditures to employ a 
clerk. 

Mr.S. said that he had reported this resolution under the di- 
rection ofthe committee. Its adoption was necessary to enable 
them to investigate the expenditures of Government. The 
committee had commenced the investigation, but had found it 
impossible to proceed withouta clerk, 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON objected. 

So the resolution. being objected to, was not received. 

CUSTOM-HOUSE INVESTIGATION, 

Mr. LINN asked leave io introduce a resolution calling on 
the Secretary of the Treasury to communicate the report made 
by the Commissioners, or any of them, appointed to investi: 
gate the affairs of the New York Custom-house. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON objected. 

Mr. LINN moved a suspension of the rule, and asked the 
yeas and nays on that motion. 

The SPEAKER said this motion was not in order—the 
Honse being already engaged in business under a suspension of 
the rule, [i. e. the reception of petitions and memorials. } 

So the resolution was not received. 

Mr. POPS obtainedleave to change the reference of certain 
papers to the Committee of Claims, which, by mistake, had 
been referred to another committee, 

Mr. GILMER asked leave to offer a resolution, which, he 
said, he had been desirous to submit for ten days past. 

Mr. HOPKINS objected—as, he said, he woulddo to every 
And he 
was happy that, in this case, he had an opportunity of testify- 


ing the sincerity. of his determination by objecting to a proposi- 
tion thatcame from a friend. : 

Mr. GILMER: asked that the resolution right be read for in- 
formation; and expressed a hope that his colleague’s charity 
might bégin at home. : 5 . 

Mr. HOPKINS objected to the reading of the resolution. 

[This resolution is iu the following words: : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to furnish 
this House, as-soon as itcan be done, with a statement of the 
expenditures in the Department of Indian Affairs, showing the 
expenses incident to tho office of Commissioner of Indian Af- 
fairs, the several superintendents, agents, and sub-agentes, the 
actual and estimated expense of making and carrying into ef- 
fect with the several tribes of Indians, and the quantity and 
probable vaiue of Indian reservations, from. the year 1828 to 
the year 1842, inclusive.] 

The SPEAKER said that, objection being made, the resolu- 
could only be received by an order of the House. ` 

So the resolution was neither recelved nor read. 

; BANKRUPT Law. 

The SPEAKER anuounced the first business in order to be 
the unfinished business of yesterday, namely, the petition pre- 
sented by the SPEAKER from citizens of Richmond county, Ken- 
tucky, praying the repeal of the bankrupt law: 

Which said petition Mr. Briacs had moved to referto the 
Committee on the Judiciary, with certain instructions, which, 
under the various modifications made by Mr. B. were in the 
following words: i 

“To report an amendment to the bankrupt law passed at the 
last session of Congress, by which all corporations which issue 
paper to be circulated as money shal} be brought within the 
provisions of said law; and also to report such other amend- 


ments assaid committee may deem necessary to perfect said > 


act: Provided, That these. instructions are not to interfere 
with or rescind the instructions heretofore given to said com» 
. mittee to report a bill to repeal said bankrupt law,” 

And the question immediately pending (the previous question 
having yesterday been moved and seconded) was, “Shall the 
main question be now put?” 

é Mr. ATHERTON asked the yeas and nays, which were or- 
ered. 

Mr, ANDREWS of Kentucky asked that the latter portion 
of the 34th rule might be read, and that the SPEAKER hereafter 
would have it observed, @ wit: 

*No member or other person shall wait or remain hy the 
Clerk’s table while the yeas and nays are calling, or ballots 
are counting.” 

The question, “Shall the main question be now put?” was 
then taken and decided in the affirmative, as follows: 

Yu AS—Messrs. Adams, Alien, L. W. Andrews, S.. J. An- 
drews, Arnold, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Barton, Beeson, Blair, 
Boardman, Borden, Botis, Brewster, Briggs, Brockway, Bron- 
son, Milten Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Calhoun, T. J. Campbell, 
Caruthers, Casey, Chittenden, John C, Clark, Staley N. Clarke, 
Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Cushing, Garrett Davis, 
Dawson, John Edwards, Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, A, Law- 
rence Foster, amble, Gates, Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Gran- 

er, Green, Gwin, Habersham, Iall, Halsted, W, S. Hastings, 

enry, Howard, Hunt, J, R. Ingersoll, W. Ww. frwin, James, 
J. P. Kennedy, Lane, Lawrence, Linn, Thomas F. Marshall, 
Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Meriwether, Morgan, 
Morrow, Osborne, Owsley, Pearce, Pendleton, Powell, Ramsey, 
Alexander Randall, B. Randall, Randolph, Rayner, Ridgway, 
Rodney, W. Russell, J. M. Russell, Saltonstall, Shepperd, Si- 
monton, Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, Stratton, John T. 
Stuart, Summers, Tasiaferro, John B. Thompson, Richayd W. 
Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, 
Triplett, Trumbull, Wallace, Warren, Washington, Thomas 
W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Winthrop, 
Yorke, Augustus Young, and Jobn Young—111. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atherton, Bidlack, Birdseye, Bowne, Boyd, 
Aaron V. Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, Sampson H. Butler, 
Wm. O. Buder, G. W, Caldwell, Patrick ©. Caldwell, 
John Campbell, Cary, Chapman, Clifford, Clinton,Coles, Cross, 
Daniel, Richard D. Davis, Dean, Doan, Doig, Eastman. Joha 
C. Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, J G. Floyd, Charles A. Fioyd, 
Fornance, Thomas F, Foster, Gilmer, Gordor, Graham, Gustine, 
Harris, John Hastings, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, 
Charles J, Ingersoll, Wiliam Cost Johnson, Cave Johnson, 
Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Lewis, Loweil, Abraham McClel- 
lan, Robert McClellan, McKay, McKeon, Marchand, Alfred 
Marshall, John Thompson Mason, Miller, Morris, Newhard, 
Parmenter, Partridge, Payne, Pickens, Piumer, Pope, Profit, 
Reding, Reynolds, Riggs, Rogers, Rosevelt, Santord, Saun- 
ders, Shaw, Shields, William Smith, Snyder, Steenrod, 
Sumter, Sweney, Turney, Underwood, Van Buren, Watterson, 
Weller, Westorsok, James W. Williams, Christopher H. 
Williams, and Wise—88. 

‘ So the House determined that the main question should now 
e put. 

Which main question was on the modified instructions of 
Mr. BRIGGS. 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 

Mr. TRIPLETT called for the reading of the instructions; 
which were read. n g 

The question on agreeing to the said instructions was then 
taken and decided in the negative, as follows: 

VEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Sherlock J. Andrews, Arnold, 
Atherton, Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, Beeson, Bidlack, Blair, 
Boardman, Borden, Bowne, Brewster, Biiggs, Bronson, Charles 
Brown, Burnell, Cathoun, Cary, Casey, Childs, Chittenden, John 
C. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, Ci.fford, Clinton, Caoper, Cowen, 
Cranston, Cashing, Dawson, Dean, Fessenden, Fillmore, J. G. 
Floyd, A. Lawrence Foster, Gates, Giddings, Granger, Gwin, 
Habersham, Hali, Hatsted, Harris, Wm. S. Hastings, Henry, 
Hopkins, Howard, Hudson, Hunt, Cha J. Ingersoll, James 
Irvin, W. W. Irwin, Keim, Laue, Lawrence, Linu, Lowell, Mc- 
Kay. McKeon, Maynard, Morgan, Morrow, Parmenter, Pendle- 
ton, Ramsey, B. Randall, Alexander Randali, Reynolds, Ridg- 
way, Rodney, Roosevelt, William Russell, J. M, Russell, San- 
ford, Shields, Simonton, Slade, Thomas Smith, William Smith, 

~ Stanly, Stration, Jacob Thompson, Tillinghast, Tomlinson, Un- 
derwood, Van Rensselacr, Wallace, Washington, Weiler, 
Westbrook, Thamas W. Williams, James W, Williams, Lewis 
Williams, James L. Williams, Winthrop, Wood, Augustus 
Yoong—98. k 

1o NAYS— Messrs, Landaf W. Andrews, Arrington, Barnard, 
Barton, Birdseye, Botts, Boyd, Brockway, Aaron Brown, Mil- 

ton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Burke. Samson H. Buter, Wil- 
Ham O, Butler, Green W, Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, John 


. 


Campbell, Wiiliam B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caru- 
thers, Chapman, Coles, Cravens, Cross, Garrett Davis, Richard 
D. Davis, Doan, Doig, Eastman, John Edwards, John C. Ed- 
ward, Egbert, Everett, Ferris, Charles A. Floyd, -Forhance, 
Thomas F, Foster, Gamble, Gentry, Gilmer, Goggin, Gordon, 
Graham, Green, Gustine, John Hastings, Hays, Houck, Hous- 
ton, Hubard, Hunter, James, Cave Johnson, Isaac D. Jones, 
John P. Kennedy, Andrew Kennedy, Andrew McClellan, Ro- 
bert McClelian, ‘Marchand, Alfred Marshall; Thomas F. Mar- 
‘shall, John T. Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Meriwether, 
Miller, Morris, Neward, Oshorne, Owsley, Partridge, Payne, 
Pearce, Pickens, Plumer, Pope, Powell, Proffit, Randolph, 


Rayner, Reding, Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, Saltonstall, Saunders, . 


Shaw,’ Shepperd, Snyder, Bieenrod, Alexander H. H. Stuart, 
Jolm T. Stuart, Summers, Sumter, Sweney, Taliaferro, John 
B. Thompson, Richard. W, Thompson, Toland, Triplett, 
Trumbull. Turney, Van Buren, Warren, Watterson, Christo- 
pher fI. Williams, Wise and Yorke—109, 

_ Rothe instructions were rejected. : 

The SPEAKER then called for petitions and memorials un- 

der the suspension of the rules of Friday last, the call having 
yet reached only to the State of Kentucky, 
_ Whereupon, Mr. BOYD rose and presented a petition pray- 
ing for the repeal of the Bankrupt law, which he movedto 
refer to the Committee on the Judiciary with the following in- 
structions: i 

That the said memoria? “be referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary, with instructions to report on this day, at 2 
o’cock, in execution of an order of the House made on the 8th 
instant, a bill for the repeal ofact entitled ‘Anactto establish a 
uniform system of bankruptcy throughout the United States, ” 
approved August 19, 1841. ry 

Mr. B. moved the previous question before taking this seat, 
and again, after the instructions had been read, rose and made 
that motion. $ 

Mr. WELLER, also, (not hearing, as the Reporter supposes, 
the motion of Mr. Boyp,) rose and moved the previous ques- 
tion: 

Some conversation rose between- Mr. GRANGER and the 
SPEAKER on a point of order, but nothing of it reached the 
ear of the Reporter. 

Mr. CUSHING then rose and said, I propose to debate this 
petition and instructions. That will settle the point of order— 
the question must lie over. 

[Cries of “You cannot debate it—the previous question has 
been called.”] 

And the SPEAKER decided that the previous question having 
been called, the gentleman from Massachusetts could not debate 
the subject. š 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi called for the reading of the 
instructions; which were read. 

Mr. WINTHROP moved that the petition and instructions 
be laid on the table. 

Mr. BOYD asked the yeas and nays on that motion, which 
were ordered, 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN rose to a point oforder.. The gentleman 
from Kentucky, {Mr. Royp.]ifhe. (Mr. 1.) was not mistaken, 
had presented a petition, and had followed it up with instruc- 
tions—and before the Chair had announced the instructions, 
the gentleman had moved the previous question. Was that in 


orderf? 
The SPEAKER said yes; it was a course of proceeding sus- 
tained hy the precedents of the House. 


Mr, BOYD rose to correct the gentleman as to a matter of ` 


fact. He did call for the previous question on the presentation 
of the petition; but he also called for it again upon the an- 
neuncementof the petition by the Chair, 

The SPEAKER repeated that this course of proceeding was 
in accordance with precedent, 

Mr. COLES called for the reading of the Instructions; which 
were again read. 

Mr. BARNARD here rose to a po'nt of order, which, 
however, (after a brief conversation with the Speaker,) he 
withdrew. 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS rose toa point of order. He was under- 
stood tosay (though ‘scarcely heard) that there was a rule of 
the House which required that al} the committees should be call- 
ed for reports at a certain specified time. And there was another 
rule which provided no committee shall sit during the sitting 
of the Elouse, without special Jeave. This rule was infringed 
by a requisitionon the part of the House that the committee 
should report instanter. 

‘the SPEAKER said the question now pending, and first to 
be decided, was fon the motion of the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts (Mr. Winturop] that. the petition and instructions be 
laid on the table 

Mr. CUSHING rose to a point of order. After giving bricfly 
the history, as he uaderstood it, of the state of facts connected 
with the presentation of the petition and instructions, and the 
motion for the previous question, ka made the question of the re- 
cemlion of the petition. 

Ue contended tharit was competent for him to do this, be- 
cause under this precise mode of proccedivng—to wit, present- 
ing a petition, moving its reference with instructions, ard then 
calling the previous question—a member might succeed in 
getting in the most odious Abolition memorial. He urged the 
House to consi: er the consequences of deciding against him on 
this point of order, 

Mr. PROFFIT submitted that the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts (Mr. Cusninc] was entirely mistaken in his view of the 
question. Onthis question of the Bankrupt law, the House 
had decided that petitions should be received, whereas the pre- 
sentation of Abolition petitions was prohibited by an expiess 
rule of the House. The House had said, in terms, that Aboli. 
tion petitions should zoz be received. 

In any event, however, it would be much hetter to walk up 
and givea direct voteon this subject, and let the country see 
where gentlemen stood. 

Mr. CUSHING rose to reply— 

But the SPEAKER gave the floor to 

Mr. GARRETT DAVIS, who suggested that the gentleman 
from Massachusetts (Mr. Cusnine] was right as to the rule of 
proceeding, ag stated by himself; but that the gentleman had let 
the time go by when that rule was applicable to the present 
business. It was too late ta raise the point of order. 

Mr. BOYD said if the gentleman from Massachusetts would 
allow him, he wou'd again explain his motion. He rose, he 
said, in his place, and offered a petition praying for the repeal 
of the Bankrupt law, and at the same time he offered a resolu- 


tion of instruction to the Committee on the Judiciary; after- 


which, and before taking his seat, he moved the previous ques- 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE: | 


| 


- by the Chair; 


tion: He then took his seat: ań the petition. an 
were announced by the Chair, ant the lattër read ‘to the 
by the Clerk. Upon this he again’ rose and moved 1 
question, In short, it-was after the petition had 
after the resolution had been read, and the questj 

„The SPEAKER said it was too Jate now ‘for the gentle: 
from Massachusetts [Mr: Cusnine} to-raise. the question of re- 
ception. In the decision which the Chair had. made, 
been guided by the precedents'of the House, in cases 
decision of which he was not responsible, It’ had been‘decided, 
over andover again, that the mover of á petition ccla; call 


_ the previous question: upon it, 


Mr W. W. IRWIN. Does the Speaker assert that: 
nounced the reception of the petition, andthe motion of- instrac- 
tions of the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Boyp,} béfore-the 
call for the previous question?. g 3 iro ee 

The SPEAKER said it was not the duty of the Chair toan- 
nounce the petition, The parliamentary law presumed: a pe- 
tition to be received by unanimous consent,: unless. objection 
was made, and the question of reception raiséd, | i p 

Mr. BOWNE. ls this debate in order? ; 

The SPEAKER, No, it isnot. : X 

Mr. CUSHING. In order that the House may. see this quee- 
tion, and understand the consequences of this decision, T feel 
constrained to take an appeal from the decision of the ‘Chair. 
Aud on that f wish to be heard. eas 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman cannot be heard. ‘The pre- 
vious question lias been demanded, and there isa motion pend- 
ing to lay the whole subject on the table. Be ge eee 

r. CUSHING, I understand the Speaker to have decided 
that a memorial being presented, and the mover of that memo- . 
rial offering a resolutien of instructions to acommitteé, andthe 
previous question having been called, without-any other gen- 
teman having an opportunity to tise and make. objection,: it ia 
too late to make the question of reception. + Ifthauia. the dect- 


sion of the Chair, I say, I appeal from it. 


The SPEAKER The Chair has so decided, and ‘wag tom» 
pelled so to decide, under the precedents of the House. 

So the question was on the appeal. ‘ 

Mr, LEWIS WILLIAMS asked the yeas and nays thereon; 
which were refused. Bas. 7 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Have I understood the 
Speaker as saying that the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
CusHrng) could pot state the grounds of his appeal? j 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman from Mississippi (Mr. 
TyomPson] will took at the 46th rule, he will see that the Chair 
had no alternative. The language of the rule is as follows: 

“On a previous question there shall be no debate. AIt inci- 
dental questions of order, arising after a motion is made for the 
previous question, and pending such motion, shall be decided.” 
whether on appeal or otherwise, without debate.” 2 

Mr. WISE made a statement of his understanding of the: facta 
of the case. 7 5 PA AS 

The SPEAKER gave authorities for his decision—a- decis 
sion, he said, which had been made in more than twenty 


cases. : 

Mr. FESSENDEN made an inquiry of the Chair, not heard 
by the Reporter, i 

Mr. McKEON rose, and wasreading from a paper before him 
a statement of fact, or of the question of order. ` 

Mt. BOWNE objected, saying it wasa mere matter of argu- , 
ment. . , : te 

Mr. McKEON was proceeding to read eee 

The SPEAKER said the gentieman from New York [Mr. 
McKeon] was not in order, Ifthe gentleman wanted to hear 
the grounds of thes decision, the Chair would give them to him. 
[Great confusion and uproar.) , , 

Mr. MCKEON sat down, 

Mr. SPRIGG wanted to know what the question wast 

Mr. HOWARD of Michigan asked the Speaker to state the 
point of order? ‘ 

The SPEAKER said he would do so. a 

The gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Born] presented a peti- 
tion praying for the repeal of the Bankrupt law, He then pres 
sented instructions to the House ordering the Committee onthe 
Judiciary to report a bill in conformity with, the prayevof that 
petition; and, upon these instructions, the gentleman dernanded 
the previous question. The entleman from Massachusetta 
(Mr. Winturor] then rore an moved to lay the petitionand 
instructions onthetable. The gentleman from Massachusetts, 
on the right of the Chair, [Mr. Cusuing,] then rose to a point 
of order, which was, that the Chair should not have entertained 
the motion for the previous question. . 

Mr. CUSHING, 'Toat is not the state of the question. 

[Loud cries of order.] ; 

The SPEAKER continued. The Chair was about to state 
the whole case. „The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Cusn- 
inc] had asked of the Chair, if he,would have aright to1aise 
the question of reception upor the petition after the previous 
question had been called? i 

[Cries of “Yes and a motion to lay on the table has been 

vade. 
mi SPEAKER sa'd that after a motion to lay on the table 
has been made, the Chair had decided that the-gendeman was 
outof orser, it being too late to raise the question, and from 
this decision the gentleman had appealed.. The question: je, 
“hall the decision of the Chair stand as the judgment of the 

se?” ae 

ante HOWARD. What has become of the motion to lay‘on 
table? has the question been taken on that motion? 

The SPEAKER. No;nor any thing else.. -> 

The question “Shall the decision of the Chair stand to the 
judgment of the House?” was then taken, and decided in the 
‘affirmative without a division. 

So the decision of the Chair wasaffirmed, w 

The question then recurred on the motion of Mr. Winturor 
to lay the petition and instructions on the table, and, being 
taken, it was decided in the negative a8 follows: | 7 

YEAS—Messrs: Adams, Alien, Sherlock J. andrews, Arnold, 
Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Blair, Boardman, Border, 
Brewster, Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, M. Brown, J. Brown, 
Burnell, Calhoun, Childs, Chittenden, John C. Clark, Staley 
N. Clarke, Cooper, Cranston, Cushing, Dawson, John Edwards, 
Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, A. Lawrence Foster, Gates, 
Giddines, Patrick G. Goode, Granger, Gwin, Habersham, 
Hall, Haleted, W. 8. Hastings, Henry, Howard, Hudson, 
Hunt, J. R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, Wiliam W. Irwin, James, 
William Cost Johnson, Isaac D. Jones, John PL Kennedy, 
Lane, Lawrence, Linn, McKeon, Samson Mason, Mathiot, 
Maxwell, Maynard, Meriwether, Moore, Morgan, Osborne, 


: Pearce, Pendleton, Powell, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, 
Alexander. Randall, Randolph, Rayner, Ridgway, Rodney, 
Roosevelt, William Russell, James M. Russell, Saltonstall, 


Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, Stokely, Stratton, 


John, T. Stuart, Taliaferro, Richard: W.. Thompson, Jacob 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson; Trumbull, Van 
Rensselaer, Wallace, Warren, Washington, T. W. Williams, 
Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Winthrop, Wood, Yorke, 
Augustus Young, and Joho Young—i03. A J 
AYS—-Messrs. Landaff W, Andrews, Arrington, Atherton, 


Barton, Beeson, Bidlack, Birdseye, Botts, Bowne, Aaron -V. > 


. Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, Samson H. Butler, Green W. 

. Caldwell, Patrick C.. Caldwell, John Campbell, William B. 

. Campbell, Thomas J,.-Camphbell, Caruthers, Cary, Casey, 
Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Cowen, Cravens, Cross, 

. Daniel, Garrett Davis, Richard D, Davis, ean, Doan, Doig, 
Eastman, John, C. Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, John G. Floyd, 

_ Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, T. F, Foster, Gentry, Gilmer- 

~ Goggin, Gordon, Graham, Green, Gustine, Harris, John Has- 
tings, Hays, Hopkins, Douck, Houston, Hubard, Hunter, 
Charles J. Ingersoll, Cave Johnson, J. W. Jones, Keim, 
Andrew Kennedy, Lewis, Lowell, Abraham McClellan, Robert 
McClellau,. McKay, Marchand, Alfred Marshall, Thomas F. 
Marshall, John T. Mason, Mattocks, Medill, Miller, Mortis, 
Newhard Owsley, Parmenter, Partridge, Payne, Pickens, 
Plumer, Pope, Proffit, Reding, Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, Ro 
gers, Sanford, Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, Shields, William 
Smith, Snyder, Sprigg, Steenrod, Summers, Sweney, John B. 
Thompson, Triplett, Turney, Underwood, Van Buren, Ward, 
‘Watterson, Weller, Westbrook, James W. Williams, Chris- 
topher EL Williams, and Wise—113. 

So the petition and instructions were not laid on the table, 

The question then recurred on seconding the demand for the 

. previous question; and it wasdecided in the affirmative without 
a division. 
So there wasa second, | x 
And the question recurred, “Shall the main question be now 
ut? n F 
ae GRANGER demanded the yeas: and nays; which were 
ordered. a 
Mr. STANLY was understood to say he did not like to see 
_ the time of the House.consumed ina manner which seemed to 
him to be absurd and ridiculous. Ifthe bankrupt law was to 
. be repealed, let it be done, 

Bot he had risen to ask for information. Jf the yeas and 
nays were now taken, would it nottben be past two o’clock, (the 
hour designated in the instructions;) and, if so, could the com- 
mittee report unless the motion was amended? 

’ . Mr. WISE. The gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. Boyn) can 
modify his motion. 

Mr, GRANGER. We have been brought to the severest 
rules that this House can offer to push this business, and I now 

. avail myself of them to put it off. 

Mr. BOYD bere rising, said he would modify his instructions 
py substituting “three” o’clock for “iwo.” 

Mr. WISE. Say “ forthwith.” 

Mr. BOYD again modified his instructions by striking out 

, the hour, and inserting in lieu thereof, “instanter.” 
Mr. GRANGER. moved to lay the whole subject on the 


able. 

Mr. WISE demanded the yeas andnays; which were ordered, 
and, heing taken, were as fol'ows: 

YEAs—Messrs. Adams, Allen, S. J. Andrews, Arnold, 
Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Blair, Boardinan, Bor: 
den, Brewster, Briggs, Brockway, Bronsop, M. Brown, Jere 
miah Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, Childs, Chittenden, John C, 
Clark, Staley N. Clarke, Cooper, Cranston, Cushing, Daw- 
son, John Edwards, Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, A. Law- 
rence Foster, Gates, Giddings, Patrick G. Goode, Granger, 
Gwin, Habersham, Hall, Halsted, Henry, Howard, Hudson, 
Haunt, J. R, Ingersoll, James Irvin, William W. Irwin, James, 
William Cost Johnson, Isaac D. Jones, John P. Kennedy, 
Lane, Lawrence, Linn, McKeon, Samson Mason. Mathiot, Max- 
well Maynard, Meriwether, Morgan, Morrow, Osborne, Pearce, 
Pendleton, Powell, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, Alexander 
Randall, Randolph, Rayner, Ridgway, Rodney, Rooseveit, 
William. Russell, J. M. Russell, Saltonstall, Simonton, 
Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, Stokely, John T. Stuart, Talia- 
ferro, Richard W., Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Tillinghast, 
Toland, Tomlinson, Trumbull, Van Renssalaer, Wallace, 
Warren, Washington, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Wit- 
liams, Joseph L. Williams, Winthrop, Wood, Yorke, Au- 
gustus Young, and John Young—97. 

NAYS—Messrs. Landaf W. Andrews, Arrington, Ather- 
ton, Barton, Beeson, Bidiack, Birdsdye, Botts, Bowne, Boyd, 
Aaron V. Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, Samson H. Butler, 
William O. Butler, GreenW. Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, 


John Campbell, William B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, | 


Caruthers, Carey, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, 
Cowen,Cravens,Cross, Daniel, Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, 
Doan 
Ferris, John G: Floyd, Fornance, Thomas F. Foster, Gentry, 
Gilmer,Goggin,Gordon, Graham, Green, Gustine, Harris, John 
Haatings, Hays, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, Hunter, 
Charles J. Ingersoll, Cave Johnson, John W ‘Jones, Keim, 
andrew Kennedy, Lewis, Lowell, Abraham McClellan, Ro- 
bert McClellan, McKay, Marchand, Alfred Marshall, Tho- 
mas F. Marshall, Jonn Thompsen Mason, Mattocks, Medill, 
Miller, Morris, Newhard, Owsley, Parmenter, Partridge, 
Payne, Pickens, Plumer, Pope,Proffit, Reding, Reynolds, 
Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, Sanford, Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, 
Shields, William Smith, Snyder, Sprigg, Steenrod, Alex- 
ander H. H. Stuart, Summers, Sumter, Sweney, John B. 
Thompson, Triplett, Turney, Underwood, Van _ Buren, 
Ward, Watterson, Weller, Westbrook, James W. Williams, 
Christopher H. Williams, and Wise—115. 

Bo the subject was not laid on the table. 

Mr. CHITTENDEN moved that the House do now ad- 
ourn. 
3 Mr. PROFFIT asked the yeas and nays on that motion; 
which were ordered, and, being taken, were: Yeas 60, nays 
164. 
So the House refused to adjourn. 

The question then recurred “Shali the main question be now 

And the roll being called the vote stood as follows: 

YEaS—Messrs. Landaff W. Andrevrs, Arrington, Atherton, 
“Barton, Beeson, Birdseye, Bowne, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, 
Milton Brown,Charles Brown, Burke, Samson H. Butler, Wm. 
©. Butler; Green W, Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, John 
Campbell, William B, Campbell, Thomas. J, Campbell, Carn- 


Dean, Doig, Eastman, John ©. Edwards, Egbert, - 


Ke 


thers, Cary, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Cooper, 
Conk, Give Crome Daniel, Garrett Davis, R. Ð. Davis, 
Dean, Doan, Doig, Eastman, John C. Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, 
John C. Floyd, Charles A: Floyd, Fornaŭce, Thos. E. Foster, 
Gentry, Gilmer, Goggin, Gordon, Graham, Green, Gustine, Ha- 
bersham, Harris, John Hastings, Hays, Hopkias, Houck, 
Houston, Hubard, Hunter, Charles J.. Ingersoll, Jack, Cave 
Johnson, J. W. Jones, Isaac D. Jones, Keim, Andrew Ken- 
nedy; Dixon H; Lewis, Lowell; Abraham McClellan, Robert 
McClellan, Mckay, Alfred Marshall, Thomas F. Marshall, 
Mattocks, Medill, Miller, Morris, Newhard, Owsley, Parmenter, 
Partridge, Payne, Pickens, Plumer, Pope, Proffit, Reding, 
Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, Sanford, Saunders, Shaw, 
Shepperd, Shields, Wm. Smith, Snyder, Steenrod, Alexander 
H. - H+ Stuart, Sumter, Sweney, Triplett, Underwood, Van 
Buren, Ward, Warren, Waterson, Weller, Westbrook, James 
W. Williams, Wise, and Angustus Young—113, 
NaYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Sherlock J. Andrews, Àr- 
nold, Aycrigg, Baker, Barnard, Bidlack, Blair, Boardman, Bor. 
den, Brewster, Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, Jeremiah Brown, 
Burnell, Calhoun, Childs, Chittenden, John C. Clark, Staley N. 
Clarke, Cranston, John Edwards, Everett, Fessenden, Fil- 
more, A. L. Foster, Gates, P. G. Goode, Granger, Gwin, Hall, 
Halsted, Henry, Howard. Hudson, Hunt, Tames Irwin, W. W. 
Irwin, John P. Kennedy, Lane, Lawrence, Linn, McKeon, Sam- 
son Mason, Mathiot, Maxwell. Maynard, Meriwether, Moore, 
Morgan, Morrow, Osborne, Pendleton, Powell, B. Randall, 
Alexander Randall, Randolph. Rayner, Ridgway, Rodney, 
Roosevelt, Wm. Russell, James M. Russell, Saltonstall, Simon- 
ton, Slade, Truman Smith, Sprigg, Stanly, John T. Stuart, 
Taliaferro, Jacob Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, 
Trumbull, Van Rennselaer, Wallace, Washington, Lewis Wil- 


liams, Joseph L. Williams, Winthrop, Yorke, and Joha | 


Young—88. 

So the House decided that the main question should now he 
put. i 

And the question then being on the main question, to wit, the 
reference with instructions — 
_ Mr. TOMLINSON moved that the House do now ad- 


ourn. 
J Mr. PROFFIT asked the yeas and nayson that motion, which 
were ordered, and, being taken, were—yeas 54, nays 145. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

"the question again recurred on the main question, being the 
reference with instructions. 

Mr. GRANGER rose to a point of order. He desired to 
know whether avote of two-thirds would not be required to 
pass these instructions, they having been so modified as to im 
struct the committee to report instanter. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof. 
Boil be time enough to decide that question when it is pre- 
sented. , 

The SPEAKER stated to the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. 
Suzevps]} that the question now about to be taken was onthe 
adoption of the instructions. 

And, in reference to the point of order raised by Mr. Gran. 
cer, the SPEAKER said that avote ofa majority only, and 
not of two-thirds. would be required. 

Mr GRANGER asked the yeas and nays on the instructions; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. SPRIGG asked the Speaker whether he (Mr. S ) had a 
right to say any thing at all, : 

The SPEAKER said no, not under the previous question. 

Mr. SPRIGG. Then Ihave no right to say a word, 

[Cries of ‘no, no”—*sit down,” &c.] 

Mr. SPRIGG sat down. 

Mr. BRONSON of Maine called for the reading of the in- 
structions, as modified; which were read. And the question 
was then taken and decided 1m the affirmative, as follows: 

YEAS —Messrs. Landaff W. Andrews, Arrington, Atherton, 
Barton, Beeson, Bidlack, Birdseye, Botts, Bowne, Boyd, Aaron 
V. Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, Sampson H, Butler, Wm. 
O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell. John 
Campbell, William B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Ca- 
ruthers, Cary, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, 
Cowen, Cravens, Cross, Daniel, Garrett Davis, R. D. Davis, 
Dean, Doan, Doig, Eastman, John C. Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, 
John G. Floyd, Charles A.. Floyd, Fornance, Thomas F. Foster, 
Gentry, Gilmer, Goggin, Gordon, Graham, Green, Gustine, 
Harris. Jonn Hastings. Hays, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hu- 
bard, Hunter, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jack, Cave Johnson, John 
W. Jonés, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Lewis, Lowell, Abraham 
McClellan, Robert McClellan, McKay, Marchand, Alfred Mar- 
shall, Thomas F. Marshall, John. Thompson Mason, Mattocks, 
Medill, Miller, Newhard, Owsley, Parmenter, Partridge, 
Payne. Pickens, Plumer, Pope, Proffit, Reding, Reynolds, 
Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, Sinford, Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, 
Bhielde, Wiliam Smith, Snyder, Sprigg, Steenrod, A. H. H. 
Stuart, Summers, Sumter, Sweney, J. B. Thompson, Triplett, 
Turney, Underwood, Van Bureu, Ward, Waterson, Weller, 
Westbrook, James W. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, 
Wise, and Angustus Young—110, ` 

NAYS—ħessrs Adams, Allen, Sherlock J. Andrews, Arnold, 
Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Blair, Boardman, Borden, 
Brewster. Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, Milton Brown, Jeremiah 
Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, Childs, Chittenden, John ©. Clark, 
Staley N. Clarke, Cooper, Cranston, Cushing, Dawson, John 
Edwards. Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, A. Lawrence Foster, 
Gates, Giddings, Granger, Gwinn, Habersham. Hall, Halstead, 
William S. Hastings, Henry. Howard, Hudson, Joseph R. In- 
gersoll, William W. Irwin, James, William Cost Johnson, Isaac 
D. Jones, John P. Kennedy. Lane, Lawrence, Linn, McKeon, 
Samson Mason, Mathiot, Maxwell, Maynard, Meriwether, 
Moore, Morgan, Morrow, Osborne, Pearce, Pendleton, Powell, 
Ramsay, Benjamin Randall, Randuiph, Rayner, Ridgway, Rod- 
ney, Roosevelt, William Russell, James Russell, Saltonstall, 
Simonton, Slade. Truman Smith, Stanly, Stratton, John T. Stu- 
att, Taliaferro, Richard W. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, To- 
land, Tomlinson, Trumbull, Van Ransselaer, Wallace, Warren, 
Washington, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph 
L. Williams, Winthrop, Wood, York, and John Young—94. 

So the instructions, as modified, were agreed to. 


Mr. T. F. MARSHALL rose, and was understood to cali 
upon the Committee on the Judiciary to make their report in 
obedience to the order of the House, 


Mr. J. C. CLARK rose and moved that the House proceed to 
the orders of the day. 


Mr. GRANGER addressing the Speaker, inquired whether 


' this reportcould ride over the special order made under a 


suspension of the rules, to wit, the reception of petitions, and 


vote was requisite, 


whether the report could be received now-{termination of the 
sentence not heard. } , i 

[The confusion in the hall was indescribable. ] A 

Mr. J. C. CLARK rtiterated the demand that the Speaker 
proceed withthe call for petitions, 

Mr. WISE called upon the chairman of the Judiciary Com- 
mittee [Mr, BARNARD] to make a report in obedience to the or- 
der ofthe House. “I ask him,” said Mr. W. “as one of the ma. 
jority who gaye him the order, to bring in a bill instanter, now 
te report; and Linsist that the Latin word “instanter,” Angli- 
cised, means instantly—instanter. i 

{Cries of “exactly, exastly, to be sure.” ] 

Mr. J. C. CLARK said it seemed to hiin that the motion made 


l ‘bythe gentleman was a reflection upon the commies itself. 


«“Insianter” of course meant “a reasonable time.” 

[Roars of laughter, with cries of “go it old boy—that’s not 
Latin,” &c.] i 

Mr, C. proceeded. Independent of that, how could the com- 
mittee, here in this body deliberating with us, and compelled to 
be here by the rule during the session of the House, retire-to 
their roam for the purpose of preparing a bill? 

The SPEAKER. his debate is very irregular; there isno 
direct question before the House. 

Mr. J. C. CLARK. The Speaker is mistaken. I made amo- 
tion that the House proceed to the regular order of business, 
which is the reception of petitions. 

The SPEAKER, But the chairman ofthe Committee on the 
Judiciary has been instructed to make a report by an order of 
the House, just passed, 

Me FILLMORE. Iobject tothe report being made out of 
order. 

Mr. BARNARD said that no man who knew him would sup- 
pose that he was disposed to have any controversy with the 
House or the Chair, He was disposed to obey any order which 
might be given to him asan humble member of one of the com: 


` mittees under the direction of the Speaker and the House. As 


he construed the resolution, it was directed to the committee, 
not to any member of the committee. ` It was therefore for the 
committee to obey, and he was but one of the members of the 
committee. ` 

Mr. BURNELL rose to a point of order, He submitted that 
there was no question before the House, 

Mr. HOPKINS presumed that there was a question before 
the House arising out of the resolution which had just been 
passed; and he submitted whether under that resolution or or- 
Ger it was not the duty of the Spea‘er to call for the report. 

Mr. BURNELL. Ifthe gentleman from New York (Mr. 
Barnarp]oflersa report, I presume it will be competent for 
the House to decide whether it will receive it or not. 

The SPEAKER. You are right. 

Mr. WISE insisted that there was a question before the 
House. The House had just passed an order that a report from 
the Committee on the Judiciary should be made instantly, 
which order ought to be obeyed. He put it to the gentleman 
from New York whether he had not been ordered to report; 
and whether a bill was not now here ready to be reported in 
obedience to that order? ; 

Mr.C. J INGERSOLL, as a member of the Committee on 
the Judiciary, desired to state a fact— 

[Great confusion and uproar, and loud cries to “Order:”] 

Mr. SAUNDERS, as a, member ofthe same committee, 
claimed the right to report a bill, : 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS (addressing the Speaker :) Is not the 
business now before the House the call of the States for peti- 
tions? That business has been brought before the House by a 
vote of two-thirds, and I insist that it is not in the power ofa 
majority to suspend an order of business brought up by a vote 
of two thiris. 

Mr. SAUNDERS again declared himself ready to report. 

Mr. STANLY. I hope my coileague will not introduce this 
bill. Ibeg him tosave North Carolina from that reproach. 
Let the gentieman from Pennsylvania [Mr. ©. J, INGERSOLL] 
who is striving forthe floor—let him introduce it. 

Mr. FILLMORE was understood, though scarcely heard, to 
refer to the fact ofthe order of business—io wit, the reception 
of petitions—having been over and over again postponed by a 
vote of two thirds, the Speaker himself deciding that sucha 
Mr. F. read that portion of the 127th rule 
which says: 

“Nor shall the order of business, as established by the rules of 
the House, be postponed or changed, except by a vote of at 
least two thirds of the members present.” 

And Mr, F.said no such vote had been given in the present 
case. 

Mr. WISE argued that this was entirely a different order 
from that taken the other day, &c. The question now was, 
should the minority govern the majority by means of a resort to 
every trivial motion to put of business, 

[Cries to order and great confusion. } 

Mr. CUSHING. I call upon the Chair to state what the ques- 
tion is, and to decide whether it is debatable or not, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understandsthe question to be 
this. ‘The House by a vote has ordered the Committe on the 
Judiciary to report a bill now. One of the members of the 
House, whether ofthe majority or, minority is not material, de- 
mands the execution of that order. Upon that demand, the 
gentleman from New York (Mr. Fitumorg] raises the point of 
order that this reportis not now the regular order of business, 
and therefore objects to its reception. 

Mr. CUSHING. Is therea motion before the House upon 
which I can votc? 

TheSPEAKER. Yes. The gentleman from Virginia, as the 
Chair understands, moves that the Committee on the Judiciary 
be required to report. 

Mr. CUSHING. There can be no debate or proceeding until 
there is pending a motion upon which we can vote. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands the gentleman 
from Virginia as moving that this order of the House be exe- 
cuted. 

Mr. WISE insisted that no motiou was required; and the 
question was whether a point of order should override ‘the 
direct and positive order of the House that this report should be 


made. 

Mr. WINTHROP, What authority has the Chair for not 
calling upon the next State for petitions, if the members from 
Kentucky have presented all they have? That isthe regular 
order of business, and I call for it. 

The SPEAKER. It has been arrested by the subsequent pro- 
ceedings of the House. hth 

[Very great. confusion prevailed in every part of the Hall] 

The SPEAKER said that this was a new case. The Chait 


found no authorities on this subject, ner any information which 
could guide his judgment, and the Chair. would be glad to hear 
the suggestions of members more learned and better versed in 
in such things than himself. J 

Mr. FILLMORE. May I refer toa case? 

Mc. PROFFIT. Will the gentleman from New York take 
his seat? - 

Mr; FILLMORE, - Who has the floor, Mr. Speaker. 

TheSPEAKBR. The gentleman from Indiana, Mr. PROF- 


FIT. 

Mr. PROFFI¢ said, if he correctly understood, the Chair re- 
cognised that there was a motion before the House, which. was 
the motion of the gentleman from Virginia that the Committee 
onthe Judiciary report immediately. 

Mr, WISE. ‘I have made no motion, and I insist that none is 
required. The House has already made the motion, and has 
itself sustained it. 5 

Mr. PROFFIT said he stood corrected then. He concur- 
rod in the views of the gentleman from Virginia that no mo- 
tion was requisite, the House having itself decided the point of 
order. ` 

Mr. RANDOLPH rose te order. He desired to inquire of the 
Speaker whether he had decided the point of order? 

The SPEAKER. wot yet. 

Mr. PROFFIT was about to proceed— 

Mr. RANDOLPH ealled him to order, 

Mr. PROFFIT claimed the floor, and remarked that not only 
the majority of the House, but its individua] members, were at- 
tempted to be overruled by thisbankrupt influence. 

{Cries of “Order, take your saat,” &c.] 

ae CUSHING called upon ‘the Chair to decide the point of 
order. i : 
Mr. BIDLACK said that the gentleman from Massachusetts 

(Mr. Winturop] had called upon the Speaker tosay why he 

did not go on with the call for petitions, to which the Speake 
~ had reptied, “because the decision of the House had arrested 

him in thai order of husiness.” Now, Mr. B. snbmitted thatthe 

Huuse was bound by that decision, unless an appeal was taken 

therefrom. : 

[Increased confusion in the halt. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD insisted that notning should be done till 
order was restored. 

Mr. W. ©, JOHNSON roseto correctan error, It had been 
stated that no motion had been made. Now, the gentleman 
from New York {Mr. J. C. CLARKE] had got up, when the vote 
on the instructions was announced, and had distinctly submited 
a motion that the YEouse proceed with the regular order of busi- 
ness, namely, the rece;t10n of petitions. H was for the Chair to 
decide whether that proposition wasin order or not.’ He, (Mr. 
J.) however, had a must distinct recollection that such a motion 
had been made by the gentleman from New York, and that was 
the proposition vow properly before the House. If gentlemen 
were disposed to override the rules, let them appeal, and set 
them at defiance. But he insisted upon a Cecision whetber the 
motion of the gentleman from New York was not legally and 
properly the motion before the House. 

Mr. ARNOLD, remarking thatit was perfectly evident that 
nothing could be done in the present state of the Jouse, moved 
that the House do now adjourn. í 

Mr. SPRIGG simultanconsiy submitted the same motion. 

Mr. T. F. MARSHALL claimed the floor, He said that, so 
soon asthe decision on ‘he insiructions was announced by the 
Chair, he had visen and catied upon'the Commitee onthe Ju- 
diciary to report a bilin pursuance of the order of the House, 
before the gentleman from New York had made his motion; 
and he Mr. M. said that oneofihe members of that Committee 
was ready now to report a bill. : 

Mr. ARNOLD insisted on his motion to adjourn. 

P a WISE ‘called for the yeas and nays, which were or- 

ered, 

Mr. G. DAVIS rese and gave notice that he would, on 
Monday, ask leave to introduce a bill to repeal the bankrupt 
Jaw. 

The question on the mation of Mr. ARNoLD was taken, and 
decided in the negative: Yeas 87, nays 118, : 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. BARNARD rose and said: Ifthe House wili hear me for 
a moment- 

[Cries of “no! no! the bil! the bul! we want the bill.) 

{Very great confusion. } 

Mr. BARNARD proceeded: I desire to state to the House 
very distinctly, that f consid. r the Committee on the Judiciary, 
and myselfas a member of that committee, as having been in- 
structed several days (since Friday last Mr. Bowes un- 
derstood to say) under the peremptory order of this House, to 
pring in a bill repeating the ba kruptlaw instcnter. 1 have 
held myself ready to make that report at any instant that the 
House bas been in session since that time. My opinion 
certainly is, that the instructions just passed by the House 
add nothing to the force of the previous instru is. oT 
hold myself ready to report that bill at any moment when the 
House will hear it, aud I will now report itif the House will 
hear it. 

Mr, HOWARD of Michigan cose and objected, insisting that 
the call of the «tates for petitions should be proceeded with. 

Mr, SAUNDERS here roze and said that he understood the 

entleman from New York tosay that he felt himssif bonnd by 
the fermer decision of tt fonse to make a report; that he 
proposed to do so wthiwith, and that he now asked leave 

(Gries “Notat ali; ni i he does uot a 


allt i 
Mr. SAUNDERS pr ceeded to say, (so as the Keporter 
could hear.) since that : 


e Į have been q ed to make a re- 
port in obedience to the order passed this day, and I now send 
the report to th 


nee to that order, 

My. 3. here C orstoad) s 
Clerk’s tablet 

(Very sre 
and rende 
possibie.} 

The first thir 
tion by the SP 
ing this confusi 
sponsibility, of do 
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SAK BR that th 
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p by calling upon the 
Chairman of the Comraittee on the Jud y to make report. 

Mr. BARNARD said he had never yielded the floor, and that 
he was ready to make a report when in order. 

The SPEAKER said this was anew case, and not without 
difficulty. Let the Chair cecide either way, an appeal wouid 
be taken from the cecision, and the ifouse would settle the 
matter as it pleased, in de pite of any existing rules of the 
House, Ifthe Chair decided that the report should not be made, 


an- appeal would-be taken. from the decision, and a majority 
could overrule it.. So it would be if the Speaker decided the 
other way. It was not very material; therefore, which way the 
Chair decided.- And,under all the circumstances.of the case, 
inasmuch aa the House had now again peremptorily ordered 
the committee to report a` bill in compliance with the former 
order, (under which the Chair then thought the report could 


not be received, and which opinion the House sustained,) and | 


inasmuch as the matter now assumed another form, and the 
language of the order was that the report should be made in- 
stanter, the Chair thought it his duty to call on the committee 
to make a report. = 

_Mr. CUSHING. _I appeal from the decision. 

The SPEAKER. | I expected it. 

{Much confusion in the Hall, and cries to “order.’’} 

Mr. FILLMORE. I have once witnessed a scene in this 
House of even more violence than that which has taken place 
this day. I recollect well when an effort was made—— 

[The voice of Mr. FiuLmorg was here lost amidst the tumul- 
tuous cries of “order. ] ; 

Mr. FILLMORE, I recollect when—— 

Mr. WISE. I call the gentleman to order, 

Mr. SPRIGG. I call you to order, sir, 

Mr. WISE read the 112th rule, which is as follows: . 

“All questions relating to the priority of business to be acted 
on shall be decided without debate.” ; 

Mr. FILLMORE. I am speaking to an appeal; not on a 
point of priorizy. n 

The SPEAKER. The question is upon the appeal; avd de- 
bate upon that appeal is in order unless the previous question 
is moved. aa j 

Mr. FILLMORE proceeded, Isay I have witnessed once a 
scene of violence here when perhaps the House was as much 
excited asitis now. refer to the odious New. Jersey case, 
when an effort was made on the part of the majority—~ 

Mr. CHAPMAN rose and called Mr. Fincmars to order. - 

The SPEAKER said that the gentleman from New York 
must confine himself strictly te the subject-matter of the ap- 


peal, 

Mr. FILLMORE. Havel not aright to show that ibere isa 
precedent bearing on this very 

The SPEAKER. Certamly. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he would then use milder language in 
relation to that precedent, if it was desired, although the com- 
try had long since pronounced its judgment upon it. 

We desired to say in reference to that case that it would be 
recollected by those who were then members of this House 
that a majority ordered a committee to report forthwith; that 
the commitice, in obedience to that order, presented a report at 
the bar of the House, and asked leave to presentitat the table. 
Objection was made; and, notwithstanding the strong party 
violence then pervading this hall, there was yet found indepen- 
dence and integrity enough here to sustain the rules of the 
House, and to prevent that report heing made. 

[Great sensation in the House.] 

Mr. F. proceeded. The report was retained in the posses: 
sion of the committee three, fonr, or five days, before the com- 
mittee was calle lin its order to make a report; and, til) they 
were so called, it could not be made. The last report which 
was made in that case, just before the adjournment, was also 
attempted to be made at various times. It. was suggested at 
that time that it was a privileged question, having reference to 
the seats of members, although no effort was made to break 
down the rules; and although the Speaker decided that it was 
not, yet an appeal was taken, the decision overruled, and the 
report made, but made upon the ground that it was a privileged 
question, and not upou the ground that it was within the 
rules of the House to make it out ofarder. 

Was it necessary, he would ask, in a case like this, that this 
extraordinary proceeding should be had, and that the rules of 
the House should be broken down to reach the object. He 
knew thatthe Bankrupt bill was doomed in this House. Bere- 
gretted that it was necessary that resort should be had to the 
Onposition here, by those who mate this movement, to accom- 
plish itinsuch great haste. He regretted that the House should 
suffer its rules thus to be broken down and trampled upon 
when the object was within the rules; and he caled upon the 
members on alt sides of this Tlouse to come forward now and 
gnstain its rules and its character. . If this decision of the Chair 
was to be sustained, all that was wanting when there was a 
wish to break down the rules, would be to introduce a resoln- 
tion, to pass it by.» majority, to make it imperative to act forth- 
with; and thus the whole order of business would be changed. 
Was the House prepared for this? We had passed through 
more violent scenes without doing it, and he called vpon the 
rouse to panse befure doing it now. 

“Mr. WELLER demanded the previous question on the ap- 
peal. 


lg 


RORDON moved that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. PROFFIT asked the yeas and nays: which were or- 
dered, and being taken, were: Yeas 67, nays 107. 

So the Honse r d to adjourn. 

The question recurring on the demand for the previous ques- 
tion 

The SPEARER asked the indulgence of the House while he 
gave the reasons for his decision. 

The SPEAKER said he was aware that this was a new ques- 
tion, notwithstanding the authority which bad been int oduced 
by the gentleman from New York Indeed, it would be seen 
ia a moment that thatanthority didnot mest the case. The 
question was not free fram diffculty; but the gentleman from 
New York must see that the two prope ions were not anglo- 
gous. In the present c: a petition was presented, and an 
ayder—an ungisputed order—had been passed, by which a ma- 
jority of the House had given directions to the Committee on th 
Judiciary to report: and that report was t d by the chair- 
man of that committee. 

Cries of “Oh no; not at all: not at aiL] 

The SPEAKER continued. By one of the members of the 
committee then: it was unimportant which. Such was thecon- 
dition of this case. g 

Tn the New Jersey case there wasno tender; no anruncia- 
tion on the day of the order thatthe committee was ready tore- 
port. Nacall upan the committee was made; but, immediately 
upon the order being passed.a motion to adjourn was carried, In 
the present case, the Chair would have had indifinitely mare 
difficulty if a day, or an adjournment, had intervened. “But 
now, ag the case stood, the House in session, no business having 
intervened, with an imperative demand upon the House. 
to carry out an undisputed order. the Chair could not decide 
otherwise than as ithaddone. The result of such a decision 


> 


would be, to-render nugatory. the order which the’ Hot 
had given—to deprive itot the power to carry out Hs 
structions. . Cie. : RR en ee i 

Mr. BARNARD called for the reading of. that portion ofthe. 
Journal of Tuesday which related: to the decision of th Chair, 
and the decision of the House upon that decision, on ppe 
taken in relation to the bringing iñ of the report...” 

Mr. WISE objected to the reading. Is was. in theni 
argument... ` Š a 
` Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS. -1 presume ‘we hav 
call for.the reading of the Journal. ne 

The SPEAKER. lobjected to, the reading is not in orde 
except by order of the House. a, NE ar 

Mr, J.O. CLARK moved that thé said portion of ‘the 
nal be read, and asked the yeas and nays, on that motion. 

The SPEAKER. The motion to read the Journal is not in 
order, because there is a motion “pending for the previous 
question. j E ERA 

Mr. HOWARD. Doesthe Speaker affirm the principle that 
an order that a committee shall report forthwith goes:to sus- 
pend the 22d rule, which requires that committees’ shall be 
called in their order for reports after petitions shall have: been 
presented and disposed of ? -Does an order to report forthwith, 
passed bya mere majority, operate as a vote of two thirds to 
suspend the regular order of business? - i cee 

The SPEAKER said he decided that that rule, as well asalt 
others affecting the order of business, stood: suspended. A pe- 
tition had been presented in the order of business, instructions 
had been passed; and the consummation (so to speak) of the en: 
tire business connected with that petition was in order. <.: 

Mr. HOWARD. Then T mquire whether, while. this pro- 
ceeding on the reception of petitions is going on, it would be in 
order fora member of a committee to offer -a ‘report of acom 
mittee? 5 Tee i Ae 

The SPEAKER.. Notunlessan order had been given fo that 
committee connected with the subject matter of the petition. 

Mr. WINTHROP submitted to the Speaker tharthe peutiou, 
giving rise to debate, must go over. ge ae 

The SPEAKER overruled the point of order. 2 | 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS, In the decision made. by the 
Speaker, reference was had tothe Journal in the case of the 
New Jersey coniested election, and T want the Journal of Tues 
day read. i 

Mr. BARNARD inquired if ic was in order tomove foi the 
reading ofthe Journai, or whether that motion had. been sub: 
mitted to the Ffonse? on 

The SPEAKER said the previous question having. been call: 
ed. the motion was not in order. 

Mr. FILLMOR # asked the yeas and nays on Mr. © 
appeal; which were ordered.. ©. ea 

Mr. STANLY, Do I understand the Chair to say that, my 
colleague (Mr. Wrurrams] has hota right to ask information 
as to what the Journal contains? i ges 

The SPEAKER. No. TheSpeaker decided that the gen- 
tleman Kad not a right to deriand the reading of any, thing, 
if objection was made— the previous quesiion having’ bees 
called. 

Mr, LEWIS WILLIAMS. - Then I ask the Chair’ whether 
the Journal of Tuesday does not show this fac!—that the Chair 
decided-that the Judiciary Commitee couldnot then report, 
because the order had heen superseded by a suspension of ihe 
rule under a vote of two-thirds? ; | 

Mr. WISE, Ical! the gentleman to order, Tsay the Chair 
cannot answer that question, because if the Chair is asked to 
refer for precedent to the Journal of Tuesday, it may: be asked 
for the same purpose to go back 10 the foundation of the Go- 
vernment. 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS. Am I entitled to the floor? 

The Chair set the example of reference to the Journal as te 
the New Jersey case, and In pursuance of that example, 1 ask 
for the reading of the Journal of Tuesday. : : 

The SPEAKER said something which the Reporter could not 


CSHING'S 


hear. ; i 
When Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS moved that the appeal be laid 
on the table. p = 
Mr. HABERSHAM inquired of the Speaker whether petitions 
were not the order of the day? k PA ae 
The SPEAKER said: Yes, certainly, under the ordef of last 


ek. 
war, HARERSHAM, Has that order been suspended by a vote 
of two-thirds. 
Mr. WISE objected. ; 
The SPEAKER replied: “No; nor was the rule suspended ta 
receive the instrection ; yet they were in order,” A k 
Mr. WISE rose toa pomt of order. Rad the Chair a right 
to answer these interrogatories, or had gentlemen aright te put 
em} 
tr. STANLY. Who has charge of the chair of this House? 
Ias acommitice been appointed to take charge of ii? 
Mr, WISE made a reply, which the Reporter did not hear. 
The SPEAKER stated the question to be on laying the appeal 
on the table. . 
Mr. FILLMORE asked the yeas and nays on that-motion. 
Mr. WINTHROP was understood to inquire if it would be 
competent to raise a new appeal, should this be laid on the 
table? i . 
The SPEAKER yeplied no. x A 
The question ov laying the appeal on the table waa thentaken, 
and decided in the affirmative, as follows: : pe 
Y RAS— Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, Barton, Beeson; Bid- 
lack, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V . Brown, Myton “Brown, 
Ghares Brown, Burke, 8. H. Butler, Wiliam 0. Butler, Gree 
W. Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, William B. Campbell, Tho. 
J, Campbell, Caruthers, Cary, Casey, Chapman, Gisord, Clin. 
ion, Coles, Cross, Daniel, R. D, Davis, Dawson ean, poar, 
Eastman, John C. Edwards, Egbert, Fertis, John on loyd 
Charles A. Floyd. Fornance, Gentry, Gilmer, Goggin, Gordon, 
Graham, Green, Gustine, Harris, John Haètinga, Hays, Hop 
kins, Houck, Houston, Tubard, Hunter, haries d. logersoh, 
Tack. Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, 
Lewis, Lowell, Robert McClellan, McKay, Marchand, Alfret 
yew rail, Thotacs F. Marshall, John Thompson Mason, Mat- 
han Ti Milles, Newhard, Owsley, Partridge, Payne, 
ens, Plun Profit, Reding, Reyrolds, Rhett, Riggs, 
Shaw, Shields, William Smith, 
d, ‘alexander H. To Suari re Bwoney, 
vood, Van Buren, Ward, Watterson, Weiler. 
Turney e James W. Williams, Christopher H. Willams, and 
Wie Ol deers ‘Adams, Alien, Sherlock J. Andi ews, Arnold, 
Aycrigg, Baker, Barnard, Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, Rorlen, 


pas 


Bone, Briggs, Brockway, Jeremiah Brown,. Burnell, Calhoun, 
Childs, Chittenden, John C. Clark, Cooper, Cowen, ‘Cranston, 
Crayens, Cushing, Garrett Davis, John Edwards, Everett, Fes- 
senden, i ullmore, Gates, Giddings. Patrick G. Goode, Granger, 
Gwin, Habersham, Hall, Halsted, Henry, Howard, Hudson, 

“Hunt, J seph R: Ingersoll; James Irvin, William W. Irwin, 
William Cost Johnson, Lane, Lawrence, Linn, McKeon, Sarn- 
son. Mason, Mathiot,- Maxwell, Maynard, Meriwether, Moore, 
Morgan, Morrow, Parmenter, Pearce, Pendleton, Ramsey, 
Benjamin Randall, Randolph, Rayner, Ridgway, Roosevelt, 
William Russell, James M. Russeli, Saltonstall, Shepperd, 
Simonton, ‘Truman Smith, Sprigg, Stanly, Station; John T. 
Stuart, Summers, John B. Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, 
Jacob Thompson, Tillinghast, ‘Toland, Tomlinson. ‘Trumbull, 
Van Rensselaer, Wallace, Warren, Washington, Thomas W. 
Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L: Williams, Winthrop, 
Wood, Yorke, Augustus Young, and John Young—97. 

So the appeal was laid on the table, carrying the point of or- 
der with ir. : . 

Mr. WINTHROP rose and demanded that the call of the 
other States for petitions be now proceeded with. 

ihe SPEAKER, The report of the commitee is now in or- 
der, the House having decided against the appeal by laying it 
on the table. ean 

The reading of the report which had been sent to the table by 
Mr. Saunpars.was here loudly called for, and equally loud ob- 
jections to the reading were made. 

The SPEAKER here put the inquiry “Has the bill been pre- 
sented?” 

Mr. BARNARD here rose and reported a bill, remarking that 
he did so in obedience to the peremptory order of the House, 
and under the decision of the Speaker and the House. 

The SPEAKER announced the first reeding of the bill. 

Mr. WINTHROP rose to a point of order. He submitted 
that the order under which the Speaker had ruled in the report 
was exhausted by the act of presentation, and that it was the 
duty of the Speaker now to go on with the call of the States for 
petitions. 

Mr. HOPKINS called the attention of the Chair to the 110th 
tule, which is in the following words: 

“The first reading of a bill shall be for information, andif op- 
position be made to il, the question shall be, Shall this bill be 
rejected? Ifno opposition ve made, or ifthe question to reject 

be negatived, the bill shall go its secund reading withouta ques- 
tion, è 

Mr. WINTHROP. insisted that the report being presented, 
the order of the House had been complied with, and that the 
report was now no more than a message or Executive commu- 
nication lying on the Speaker’s table to betaken up when in 
order, and he agin called for the regular order of business. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. How do we know this is a bill to re- 
‘peal the bankrupt law, unless we hear 1t read? 

“Mr. MEDILL. 1 understand that the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary bave male a report. I ask for the reading of it. 

Tne SPEAKER said he thougut that the report would have 
to be read that the House might understand what it was. The 
Chair thought that the point of order raised by the gentleman 
from Massachusetts (Mr. Winturop] was premature; and the 
Chair-decided that the report should be read. 

: And it was read as follows: 
A. BILL to repeal the act esiablishing a uniform system of 
. bankruptcy. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
pA the United States of Americain Congress assembled, 
Thattbe act entitled ‘An act to establish a uniform sys: 
tem of bankruptcy throughout the United States,” approved 
the at day of August, 184i, be, and the same is hereby, re- 
pealed, ` 

The bill having been read, 

Mr. WINTHROP rose and objectei to any question being 
taken upon it, and insisted on his point of order. 

Mr. HOPKINS insisied that the question was (objection hav- 
ing beew made) Shall this bill be rejected? Andon that ques. 
tion he demanded the previous question. 

The SPEAKER said there wasa great deal of enthusiasm 
in this matter for the House, but none for the Chair; so ra- 
pidly did questions of a delicate character arise one on the 
other. 

The SPEAKER here read the orter or instructions, 

Thisorder, the Speaker said, was limited in its terms, and 
could not be exceeded in its spirit. The order commanded the 
committee to report, but there it stopped, The report had been 
made, and the gentleman from Massachusetts now raised the 

uestion of order whether any thing further could be done with 
the bill at present, the order having been discharged. The gen- 
tleman from Virginia [Mr. Hopxins} had submitted that the 
next question was, “Shail the bill be rejected?” The Chair bad 
no doubt aboutthat. If the point of order had not intervened, 
or if the bill was now regularly up for action, that would cer- 
tainly be the next quesiion; but the question which now arose 
upon the point of order of the gentleman from Massachusetts 
was this: “Was it in order, consistently with the authority by 
which this bill was brought before the louse, to press it fur- 
ther than the reading at this time?” In thejudgment of the 

Speaker it was not, 

Mr. WISE appealed from this decision. 

Mr. J. C. CLARK inquired ifthe appeal was debatable? 

The SPEAKER answered affirmatively. ; 

Mr. WISE expressed his sentiments on the point of order, and 
moved the previous question on the appeal. 

Mr. EVERETT, remarking that the gentleman from Virginia 
(Mr. Wise} had made an argument on the point of order, and 
then moved the previous question, was understood to ask Mr, 
W. to withdraw the demand. i 

The demand was not withdrawn. 

Mr. EVERETT moved to iay the appeal on the table. 

Mr. WELLER asked the yeasand nays. 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky moved that the House do now 
adjourn. 

Mr, PROFFIT asked ihe yeas and nays. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, (addressing the Speaker:) If we ad- 
journ now, will this appeal and bill be the first question on Mon- 
day morning? 

The SPEAKER (after a moment's reflection) said: The Chair 
thinks that the appeal would be the first thing in order on Mon- 
day morning, coming up as unfinished business. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, Then, if that is the case, we wiil ad- 
ourn. 

Í The question on the mation toadjourn was then taken and de- 

cided in the afirmative—yeas 105, nays 102. 

So, at half past 5 o'clock, the House adjourned, 


“ted to the Committee on Commerce. 


SIN SENATE. _ 
Monpay, January 17, 1842, : 
The Select Commiuee to which the plan of the Secretary of 


“the Treasury for a Boardof Exchequer has been referred, con- 


sists of Messre TALLMADGE, Preston, Bates, WALKER, 
Evans. Merrick. Younc, WHITE, and RIVES, ~ g 

The PRESIDENT pro fem. loid before the Senate the fol- 
lowing commmnications, viz: - À er k 

1. Front the Navy Deparument, transmitting a statement of 
the Navy Commissioners, showing the naval contracts for va- 
rious supplies far the naval service; during theyear Ib 

2, From the War Department, enclosing à report in compli- 
ance with the act of Congress of 1832. containing a list of all 
persons in the service of the Indian Bureau, during the year 
1841, with their compensation and date of ap ointment: 

On motion of Mr. BERRIEN, referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affaire. : : 


3. From the President, transmitting a ‘report from the State _ 


Department relative to the proceedings and final decision un- 
der the convention hetween the United Statesand the Repub- 
lic of Texas, with reference to the boundary line. 

On motion of Mr. RIVES, ordered to he on the table, and 
be printed. 


j The PRESIDENT pro tem, presented a memorial from a 


Ìarge number of persons in Jersey City, and 

Mr. TALLMADGE from citizens of Pennsylvania, asking 
Congress so to amend the Constitution as not to permit the hold- 
ing of persons in slavery; and, À 

On motion of Mr. KING, the question to receive these peti- 
tions was laid on the table, ; 

Messrs. TALLMADGE, EVANS, MILLER, WILLIANS, 
BATES. BAYARD. BUCHANAN, HENDERSON, RIVES, 
PORTER, YOUNG, CHOATE, PIERCE, BERRIEN, 
SMITH, STURGEON, HUNTINGTON. CLAY; WALKER, 
MERRICK, PHELPS, and WOODBURY, presented memo- 
rials fiom citizens of New York, Pennsylvania, Massachusetts, 
Maryland, New Jersey, and Kentucky, remonstrating against 
any action on the bankrupt law; which were severally referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

A message was received from the House of Represenjatives 
informing the Senate that they had passed the bill authorizing 
an issue of Treasury notes; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. CALHOUN presented a memorial from a large number 
of citizens of New York, praying an immediate alteration of 
the Bankrupt act, stating many objections, and suggesting 
many amendments to the same: referred to the Judiciary 
Committee. 

Mr. LINN presented a memorial from the Legislature ofthe 
Territory of Iowa, asking Congress to make an a propriation 
for the navigation of the Desmoines river: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Also, a petition ofsundry citizens of Platte county Missouri, 
praying the establishment of apost route from Richmond, by 
way of Plattsburgh, Sparta and Savannah, to Oregon, in Holt 
county referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 

oads. 

Also, a memorial of the General Assembly, requesting reim- 
bursement of money expended in repelling the Osage Indians ; 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, a memorial of the General Assembly, requesting the do- 
nation of certain swamp lands in Scott and other counties: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands 

Also. a petition in favor of the Platte country, Missouri, of 
ue right of preemption: referred to the Committee on Public 

„ands. 

Also, a petition of Mr. Bartlett and 102 others, for a mail 
route from Robert Frazier’s Grand Prairie, to Woods’ post of- 
fice, West Prairie, Stoddard county. Missouri: referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, a memorial of the General Assembly, relative to a mih- 
tary roadon the northern boundary of Arkansas and across the 
Bis Swamn. in Scott and other counties: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Aflairs. 

Also, a petition of Mr B. Warren and 100 others, for a mail 
route from Eikborn, Ray county, ta Plattsburgh, Clinton 
county, Missouri: referred to the Committee on the Post OF 
fice and Post Roads. 

Also, a netition of John Moor, praying the payment of his ac- 
countas Commissary of Subsistence of Missouri militia’ refer- 
red to the Committee on Military Affairs 

Also, a petition of William Frudguis, of Missouri, ask’ng for 
authority to change the location of a military land warrant: re- 
ferred to the Comnmitteeon Public Lands. 

Mr. EVANS presented the petitionof John Waits, praying 
the refunding of money expended by him in detecting frauds 
against the United States: į referred to vhe Committee on 
Claims. s 

Mr. MILLERïpresenteđ a petition of Juhn Roberts: refer- 


Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from the city of 
Phitadetphia, asking Congress to make several amendments ta 
the Bankrupt law; and, if they shonld not be made, that the act 
be repeated. 

fr. SEVIER presented a memorial of James —-, asking 
for a pension ; (name not heard.) 

Mr. YOUNG presented a memorial from citizens of Winne- 
bago county, Hlinois, asking that the Polish claims to Jand 
may be vacated, and that they be subjected to the rights of pre- 
emption: laid on the table at the suggestion ef Mr. Sanrnof 
Indiana, who said the committee would report on that subject 
during the dav. a 

Mr. CHOATE presented a memorial from citiz-ns of Boston, 
for a repeal ofthe Bankrupt law. 

Mr. BERRIEN presenteda petition from Augusta, Geor- 
gia, praying for a modification or a repeal of the Bankrupt 


aw. 

Mr. ALLEN presented a memorial from Lacen county, 
Ohio, stating rat the Bankrapt law was unconstitutional, uu- 
wise, and unjust, and asking thatit may be repealed. 

Mr. PIERCE presented the petition of Maria Ridgway, pray- 
ing for a pension: referred to the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs. 

Mr. WHITE presented a memorial from citizens of Indi- 
ana for the establishment ofa certain mail route: referred to 
the Committee on the Post Officeand Post Roads. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE presented a memorial from citizens of 
Salem, in Washtenaw county, in Michigan, settlers on public 
lands, asking that are-sutvey ofthe land may be made, or that 
they may be indemnified for any loss growing out of the loose 


“mode ofsurvey which had been adopted in that 


uarter: re” 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands, 4 ` setae 
&Mr. TALLMADGE presented the petition of Archibald W, 
Gillespie, for compensation for taking care of certain military 
stores: refepred to the Committee on Military Affaire. 

Mr. CLAMsaid he wgs charged with the presentation of a 
great many~ i all remonstrating against any repeal 
or postponer Bankrupt law. He would not trouble 
the Senate wkh>havidg them read There were a great many 
fromthe Stale of Néw York; two from the State of Maryland; 
one from the State of Pennsylvania; one from Newark, New 
Jersey; one fråm Bofton, sivned by ‘hundreds ef persons, a city 
which, from i& merfantile Character, must be supposed to hava 
knowledge onithe #ubject; in which were mingled the names 
ofthose both able and unable to pay their debts; also, three 
from his own iat (Kentucky;)fone from the capital of the 
State, in whichiwefe the proceedings ofa meeting strongly re- 
monstrating aggingtinterference with the law, going into ar- 
guments to show gvhy it should not be repealed or postponed, 
To this there w 400 signatures, all_ of which the secretaries 
of the meeting informed him were voluntarily made. : 

Mr. Cray referred toan opinion which had been thrown out 
under the sanction of some high commercial authority in New 
York, that the Bankrupt bill, if it should become a law, would 
operat: to throw one handred_millions worth of property into 
the market to be sacrificed. Sucharemark, coming from that 
source, might be liltely to have some weight.’ Butit must ba 
remembereu that the estimate of one hundred millions was 
mere assumption and random conjecture, for no man could tell, 
with any thing like accuracy, what the ameunt would be; it 
mightjustas well have been set down at two hundred millions 
asat one. But, be the amount whatit might, in estimating the 
weight of the siatement, as an argument against the billy jt 
should he inquired, on the other hand, what would be done wE 
this property should the bill not go into effect? Would it be 
kept out of the market? Not atall. On the contrary, it would 
be thrown into the market, to be sold under the hammer by 
sheriffs and other officers executing the procegs of the courts, 
andthat without competition to reise the price. For, when 
the property of a debtor was seized by one of his creditors, 
what motive could his other creditors have to enhance its avails, 
hy competition at the sale? None in the world. Onthe con- 
trary, should the law remain undisturbed, what would be the 
course of action under it? According to hia understanding of 
the act, it would produce a distribution of the goods of 
the debtor among all his creditors pro rata; of course, 
when his property should beset up to sale, it would be the inte- 
rest of them all. to make as much out of it as possible. They 
would bid it up, instead of suffering it to be sacrificed for a 
song. He considered that, whatever might be the exact form 
of legal proceedings in carrying eut the law, the resultin prac- 
tice would be, that, under the benignant operation of the act, 
there would he a distribution of the debtor’s effects, not only 


` among all his creditors, but at the highest price they could be 


matte to command. : 

Mr. ©. went on to say that it was not his purpose to go, at 
this time, into adiscussion of the subject generally. He had 
thought of the Bankrupt act as a measure which came recom: 
mended to Congress not only by all considerations of justice, of 
humanity, and benevolerce, but recommended no less by the 
appalling existing condition of the country. If, among all the 
other Cistresses, discontents, and disorders, which every where 
prevailed to so alarming an extent, the Legislature should now 
slam the door in the faces of those unfortunate men, who had at 
length hoped to be Liberated from irreirievable embarrassment 
by the beneficent operation of this law, it would produce such a 
state of excitement, distress, disorder, and despair, from one end 
of the lang to-the other, that no man ceuld foresee, or even cone 
jecture, the c sequences. 

Bat he could not terminate the brief remarks with which he 
had deemed it proper to accompany the presentation of these 
petitions and memoriais without adverurg. for a moment, to a 
circumstance which had a personal relation to himself. The 
Senate would do him the justice to admit that he rarely intruded 
any thing of that description on their notice; never, indeed, uns 
less under a sense of unavoidable necessity. Anintimation bad 
recently appeared in some of the public printsof the day that 
the movement now in progress in the other wing of the Capitol 
towards a repeal of the Bankrupt law bad originated with him 
(Mr. Cuay ) He disdained to enter upon any thing like a defence 
against a charge so base and dishonorable, and one so contrary 
to the entire tenor of his whale public hfe. It might, with equal 
probebility or evidence, have been asserted that he was the 
author or pretapter of the proposal ofa gentleman near him to 
repeal the Distributionlaw, He held the insinuation in pro- 
found contempt and scorn, * 

A single remark he must be permitted in reference to the des 
legation inthe other House from his own State. At the last 
session every member of that delegation, with one solitary ex. 
cepion, had voted against the passage of the Bankrupt bills 
and even that si advocate of the bil}, on his return to hig 
own district, fornd so great and general a dissatisfaction with 
the provisions of the bill, that he had, cn the present eceasion, 
felt it his duty to give such a vote as he presumed it would ape 
pear he had this day va the question of re: 


given in that body 
peal. But it seemed, notwithstanding ihcze known facts, that 
Mr. C. was to be held responsible fur the votes of ali the Re- 
presentatives inthe other House from his State on that quee- 
tion. Bat those who imagined thet Kentuckians were made 
of such supple, servile staff, as to take their pubhe course in 
legislation from the dictation ofany man, had yei to learn their 
true characier, ‘hase gentlemen had qrite as good a right te 
dictate Mr. C’s course as be had to dictate theirs, The Repre- 
sentatives from Keatucky, in either House of Congress, had 
enough of man'y independence to judge and to act for them: 
selves, and to vote as their own individual views ofduty should 
promptthem. But this accusation, base and despicable as it 
wasin itself, had notwithstanding assumed such a shape as to 
render it Mr. C’s duty to bring it to the natice of the Senate: 
and he felt very sure that it was only necessary for him to 
bring it home to the hosom of every Senator, to have it prompt- 
ly, instantaneously rejected, and repelled as utterly groundless. 
For, whatever might have been their difference of sentiment— 
and no man regretted more than be did that itshould have been 
bis misfortune to differ in opinion from any portion of the gen- 
tlemen of that Chamber—be wag sati-fied that all, both friends 
and foes, would with one voice do him the justice to say that, 
whatever might have been the errorsof his head, he had at 
least sought to live, as he hoped to die, an HONEST MAN—hones? 
in his public. asin his private life. 2 

Mr. WALKER presented two memorials, signed by citizeng 


« 


of. New York, remongtrating againet the repeal of the Bank- 
rupt law. x 

r. W. moved that they be referred to the Committee on the 
Jadiciary, with instructions to report, with all practicable. de- 
spatch, an amendment to the present Bankrupt law, including 
banks in its compulsory provisions, and such other amendments 
as they may deem advisable. 

Mr. BERRIEN thought the instructions involved matters of 
tod great importance to be hastily adopted. He would prefer 
that they lie on the table; wh ch was agreed to. 

Mr. MERRICK presenteda memorial, numerously signed by 
the citizens of Baltimore, remonstrating in earnest terms against 
the repeal of the Bankrupt law. Aad, in presenting it, Mr. M, 
said he had availed himselfofa similar occasion, a few days 
since, to express, in brief, his opinions, which were decided.y 
adverse to the repeal, or any interference with this law at the 
pres- nt session.’ Lie, however, desired now to remark, that’ he 
felt peculiar satisfaciion in presenting this memorial, be- 
cause, from his personal Knowledge of many of the'sign- 
ers, he was enabled to say it furnished a complete refutation 
of the statements which had been too often made to the 
prejudice of the motives and character of all those persons 
who were now «tlaily memorializing Congress on this sub- 
ject. It had been too frequently said, and was too 
generally believed, that those who signed and thosé who were 
active in getting up these memorials were persons having a 
direct interest ‘in the operation of the bankrupt law, and were 
stimulated by the hope of being thereby released from the 
payment of their debts Now, he was proud to say the persons 
ally knew many of the signers of this memorial, and could 
safely state they were as little likely ever to invoke the benefit 
of this law as any men in the United States. So far from it, 
they were among the most substantial, wealthy, and distin- 
guished eitizensof the State of Maryland, and could not possi- 
bly be actuated by any other motive than a general andjust 
regard for the principles of humanity and the real interests and 
prosperity of the community. Among these, he would parti- 
cwatly mention Alexander Brown and Sons, Wm. Wilson and 
Sons, John McKim, jr. and Son, and Birckhead and Pearce; 
and there were many others of the same clasa, #nown through- 
out the country as among our wealthiest and most respectable 
citizens. He trusted we should now hear no more of the dis- 
puraging remarks to which he had averted as bemg applied to 
memortalists on this subject. 

He concluded by moving the usual reference to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. PHELPS presented resolutions of the Legislature of Ver- 
mont, on the subject of the distribution of the acts of Congress; 
which was referred tQ the Committee on the Library. 

On motion of Mr. HES DERSON, the memorial of the West 
Feliciana Railroad Company was ordered to be taken from the 
files, and referred to the Commitee on Public Lands, 

Mr. CALHOUN submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to report to 
the Senate the average strength of the army, including the Mili- 
tary Academy of Cadets, during the year ending dist December 
last, estimating the average strength of each month, with the 
proportion of officers Lo men, estimated in the same manner, and 
also the a ofthe army, including the academy fur the 
same period, as nearly as can be ascertained, 

Mr. PRESTON prelerred that the expense of the Military 
Academy should be kept separate and distinct from the ordinary 
expenses of the army. 

Mr. CALHOUN remarked that his object was merely ta 
make a comparison of the average aggregate expenses of the 
army, It was not necessary for nis obj lr 
any discrimination. Fi, however, the Senator wished the ifor- 
mation in a separate form, another resolution could be. moved 
for that object. 

Mr. PRESTON acquiesced, and the resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. ALLEN submitted the following resolution, which wag 
read, viz: 

Resolved. That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
inform the Senate, as soon as practicable, whether, in his opi- 
nion, the Government can, in the present exigency ofits financial 
affairs be carried on, without eloer recalling to hs service the 
revenuederived from the sales of the pubtic domain, and whieh 
by an existing act is set apart for distribution to the States, 
withoutdrawing fram the people, ia addition to their pre: 
taxes, an amount equal to that revere; and in consequence of 
its distribution, by means of insceasing the taxes now levied 
upon them, in the form of tarif duties; or, by imposing a new 
and direct tax upon them; or, by barvow!mg upon their credit, 
in the form of direct loans, or of ieasury notes, to be paid 
eventually out of their Jaborand property. Andif, in his opi- 
nion, the Governinent cannot be so carried on, without thus re- 
calling the land revenue; or increasing the taxes; or the ioans to 
an amount equal to that revenue, and, in couseyyence of its dis- 
tribution, then which of those alternatives will, in his opinion, 
be the most economic. to tue people: the recall ofthat revenne, 
he taxes, or the Inans? Also, that he be directed to lay before 
the Senate the estimates and the reasons upon which such his 

pinions may he founded. i : i 

Mr. ALLEN wiseed its consideration at that time; but 

Mr. EVANS having objected to its c msideration, the resolu- 
tion hea over for future action. 

On motion of Mr. LINN, the resolution was ordered to’ be 
printed. r 3 

Oa motion of Mr. STURGEON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pablic Lands be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of extending the time for the 
location of Virginia military land warrants to those that have 
jasued ‘since the 10:h August, 1910. ; f 

Mr. LINN, fom the Committee on Private Land Claims, re- 
ported the following bills, without amendment, and recom 
mended their passage: A 

A bill confirming ihe claim of John Baptiste Lecompte to a 
tract of land in Louisiana. i 

A bill confirming the claim of the he i 
gon, son. deceased, to a tract of land in sippi. 

A bill for the relicfof the heirs of Seb n Batcher, and the 
heirs and legal representatives of Bartholomew Butcher, Mi- 
chael Butcher, and Peter Bioom 

A bill for the relief of Jaques Bon and Alexander Coleman. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana. from the Commitee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill granting to sundry citizens of Wiis 
rights of pre emption on the land heretofore appropriated to 
Polish exiles; which was read a first anda second time. 

Mr. GRAHAM, trom the Committee on Claims, reported a 
pili for the relief of Hezekiah L. Thistle, accompanied by @ ro- 
port. The bill was ordered toa second reading. 


of Joseph Thomp- 


st that there should be. 


mane va rn ne nr RR 


Mr. HUNTINGTON, from the Cominittes on Private Land 
Claims, made an unfavorable report onthe petition of Daniel 
W. Elmore, asking an appropriation in landa for the benefit of 
the Orphan Asylum and Manual Labor School in [linots. 

On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, the poiition of Ebenezer 
Allen. was ordered to be taken froin the files and referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

On motion of Mr. LINN, the paper relating to tne claim of 
Júan Belgar, and the bijl to settle claims to lands in the district 
between the Rio Hondo and Sabine rivers, and the bill confirm- 
ing certain land claims in Missonti be taken from the files of 
the Senate, if they could be found, and referred to the Commit- 
‘tee on Private Land Claims. 

The following engrossed bills were read the third time and 
passed, viz: 

The bill for therclief of James H, Relfe; 

The bill for the relief of William Depeyser and Henry M. 
Cruger; and s 

Whe bill forthe relief of Caleb Enldy; 

The bill for the relief John S. Billings was taken up as in 
committee of the whole; and after an explanation of Mr. 
PHERCE of the grounds upon which relief was granted, the 
bill was reported to the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading, 

‘the bill for the reliefof Jacob Pene] and others, owners of 
the Eliza of Brunswick, was considered as in committee of the 
whole, reported to.the Senate without amendment, and ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, 

The bill for the reliefof the Plum Island Bridge and Turn- 
pike Company, was next taken up as in committee of the 
whole, 

Messrs. HUNTINGTON and KING explained that the bill 
proposed toappropriate $3,000 for the relief of this company, 
as an indemnity: for the loss of a bridge erected by them 
ata cost of twenty-eight thousand dollars, witich was destroyed 
in consequence of a breakwater erected above it by the United 
States. The breakwater, which was erected for commercial 
purposes, caused a large quantity of still water to be dammed 
up, and a large quantity of ice having accumulated theres was 
by a sudden thaw precipitated on the bridge aad carried ita way. 
The breakwater was erected, not at the instance of this compa. 
ny, butagainst their wishes. These gentlemen contended that 
onthe principles of past legislation, where private property 
was destroyed by the act of the G ivernment, some indemnity 
should be made thoge who incur the less. The Committee re- 
ported an amount less then was recommended by the United 
States officers who had testified on the subject. 

Mr. CALHOUN was understood to be opposed to the princi- 
pie involved, He did not oppose the bill, but would not vote 

for it, ` 

The bill was then reported to the Senate without amend. 
ment, and ordered tobe engrossed for a third reading. 

The bill regulating commercial intercourse with the portsof 
Cayenne, in the eclony ef French Guiana, and to remit certain 
duties, was next taken up asin committee of the whole; and, 
after a few remarks by Mr. K NG explanatory of it, showing 
thatit wasestablishing no new principie, was reported ta the 
Senate without amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

Mr. CALHOUN called for the special order oftheday, 

The PRESIDENT pro fem. remarked that there was no 
special order for this particular day, the special orders having 
heen passed over by the aciion of the Renate, 

Mr. KING said the bill of che gentleman from Missouri [Mr 
Linn] was a special order. i 

Mr. LENN remarked that one special order was the bill to 
repeal the distributive sections of the act entitled “An act to 
appropriate the proceeds of the sales of the public lands, and 
to grant pre i ts approved thedth day of Septem: 
her, L641, and i: ne distribution of the land re 
therein proposed, to pledge the same to the common defen 
the Union. 

Mr. L. said he would prefer that this bil should go over 
until to-morrow; bus, if ft would lose iis pace on the calendar 
by such a proceeding, he would rather go Into a discussion 
upon the sudjectat the present timè, He was desirous that the 
report of the Secretary of the Treasury, in reply to the resolu: 
tion which tfered some time s Showing the effect of the 
Land Dis enact, should be prnied, before the subject 
came before the Senate, thatthe people might see what a mere 
pittance they would individually recetve-—being noi more than 
eight or ten cenis rò each individaal in the country—and how 
much they would lose, in the agzrezate, asa, nation, If, by 
postponing its consideration, if would not lose priority over 
the other special orders, he would prefer its lying over till to- 
morrow. 

The PRESIDENT ol 
special order coukdi 

Mr. CLAY s 
the special o 
Mr. LINN ap 


Mr. KING 
dey for to-morr 
there wi averal other special orders un 
would, in that case, have precedence. 

Mi. CLAY inquired’ what were the special orders? 

Fhe PRESIDENT re joint resotniions proposing 
amendments tarha Cane: to prevent the anpurmd- 
ment of membe vil offices the term 
for whic! à of the 
veta; and vesting in Con retary 
of the Teensary and the 
the resolunien of the Se { 
reference to the termination ef the treaty bens 
Skates and Great Briain, f 
tory of Oregon, 

Mr. CLAY said there were, then, but three special orders; 
anid as he now felt utterly usable, and too much depressed. to 
sneak upon the amendments which he had proposed to the 

Joastitution, he would seek another day, and ask that the sub- 
ject he postponed until Monday n 

The motion of Mr. Chay waz 
siance of sa. : 

Mr, KING, the resolution of Mr, Lins was informally passed 
over. 

The bill ta postpone the operation of the Bankrupt law for 
two years from the first of February next, with a view to 
amend itso as to include banking institutions within its com- 
puilsory provisions, came up asin committee of the whole, 
Mr. BENTON, in view of the action which was going on in 


sn the United 
w the joint occupation of the Terri- 


dta; andthan, at the in. 


“the other. House: upon the:subject,, moved that it He onthetable - 
‘or the present; which was agreed to, x re € 
The biti for the relief of George De Passau; of Lonisian: 
was taken Up asin committee of the. whole, and-aller af 
remarks from Mr. MOUTON. explamatory of the bill 
reported to the Senate without. amendment, and ordere 
engrossed for a third reading, hued pea te ai tee 
‘The bill for the relief of- Huldah Tucker, was next. taken: 


oup, as in’ committee of the whole, and aftera, few remarks. by 


Mr. GRATIAM explanatory 
the inquiry.of Mr. Kine, 
without amendment, 
reading. è aoe 

The bill to provide for the payment ofthe claima‘of Georgia 
for moneys advanced on account of expeuses incurred incall 
ing out niilicia in cases of emergency: for sappressing Indian 
hostilities in Florida and Alabama, and to proiect the czenas 
of Georgia from certain aggressions and ravages of the Creek 
and Seminole Indians, was next taken up asin committee of. 
the whole ge * $ 

A few remarks were made by Mr. KING, who.was underatood 
to say that the Committee on Claims, which had a similat subject 
before them, were of the opinion’ that the power existed: in 
the Departments to séttle claims of this character, that ig 
where the troops were called out on sudden emergency to sap: 
press Indian hostilities, and save the lives of women. and 
Children. There were several bills of the same character 
which he th thad better becarried through together, © o 

The bil was passeil over informally. w 
E ne bill for the relief of the legal representatives of Johr H, 

all. : $ 

This bN], it seems, proposed to pay $20,000 for the use of the 
patent of Mr. Hall for a certain kind of fire arms, which was 
manufactured at Harper’s Ferry, for the United States, a 

Mr, ARCHER explained and advocated the bill; and Mr, 
KING opposed it, on the ground that. he had reéeived ample 
compensation from the United States. He was permitted to 
establish a manufacture of his arms at Harper’s Ferry, and 
was paid for all the arms manufactured there. The manufac. 
ture was a loss instead of a benefit to the United States. They 
did not want the right, (here was no use for it; that was not the 
description of arms which was or should be placed in the hands 
of the country. 

The biH was laid an the table for the present, Mr. ARCHER 
acquiescing inthe motion. 

‘The bill for the relief of George W., Paschal, which was re- 
ported from the Committee on Claims, with an amendment al- 
lowing $237, Instead of €400, as inthe bHI, was taken up.as in 
committee of the whole, ` 

This bill wasto indemnify the person concerned, for the 
amount recovered against him by execution in Georgia, for a 
certain quantity of liquor destroyed, belonging to an individoal 
who was disposing of the same to the Indians, He did it in the 
„execution of his duty asan agent of the Government, | 

Mr. GRAHAM explained tse bill as above, . 

Mt, FULTON advocated the fall amount of the VN, (8400,) on: 
the ground that Mr, Paschal had (o fee counsel to defend him 
in the suit, which, added to the expenses of the court, dc. ‘ex. 
ceeded the $400. 

Mr. GRAHAM contended that the evidence that he feed coun. 
te was not conclusive, and the committee did not, therefore, al- 

OW it, 

Mr. FULTON argued differently, and maintajned that an in. 
dividual, inthe execution of his duty to the Government, should 
not be made to sufler thereby, but ought to have full indemnity 
for all losses incurred, 

The amendment of the Committee on Claims was concurred 
in, and the bill was reported to the Benate, and ordered to be 
grossed for a third reading. i 

Phe buil for ihe relef of Adam D. Stewart, reported from the 
Committee oa Claims, wich a recommendation thatit donot 
pass, was text iaken up, asin committee ofthe whole, 

Mr. GRAHAM explained that che person for whose benefit 
it was proposed to pass the bil, Was a pay agent of the Govern. 
ment. He had in charga $2,600 of the Government funda, 
which were placed on board ofa steamboat, to be transporedto 
its destination, ia the charge ol the officers of the boat. "The mos 
ney was stolen from the boat by the cierk. Mr. Biewart prose- 
cuted a suit against the officers of the boat, in whose charge he 
had placed the money, and recovered: in doing which he incur- 
redan expense of $150. "Phe bil proposed to retand that amount, 
The cominitiee was opposed to ind ifying the agent, on the 
ground that he was resp ible fo ekeeping o: the funds, 
| guaris ts projection, if required, and 
also amely paid for the risk of Carrying the same. 

LINN, ALSRRICK, SEVIER. BENTON and 
CESS advo the biil en the groundthat the Govern- 
i nilar cases; thatia fact it had, in 

ini amount ofthe money lost. 

i bad not prosecuted and re- 
he wonld be entided to ine 
y, for that amount, onthe principies on which the Goe 
vernroent ha erttofore practised. They tastarced cases’ of 
indemnity to agents in the Post Office Depariment who had lost 
by fire money in their po ion, and argued if Government 
had hereof re 1ademnified ts for the whole arnount of the 
money lost, they should much more, on principles of con- 
sistency. ney and justice, indemnify fur expenses ine 
hose character was wnimpeached 
cutting th covery of the- moneys 
. BENTON and LINN tese 
ent, Mr, Stewart, whem they 
he bad used every precaus 


and in favot-of the bill, in reply to” 
the bill was reported to the Senate 
and ordered ‘to be engrossed. for a third: 


coveroil the twe 


onally knew, and showed th 


tion tor H and enfe delivery of the mavey, and 
argued that ifthe Government practised un the principe oCins 
demnifyi o lost the whole amount of Government 


ir pe ion, and refused to refund. to a farthfut 
xpenses incurred in recovering funds stolen ot others 
t would take away the inducements hereafter for 
azentsto incur any expense for their recovery. Ie 
wand be of more benefit to them to fet the whole amount go, 

Messrs. GALOUN, McROBERTS, and GRAHAM, argued 
that there was no precedent npon which they could allow the 
expenses in this case. That the Government amply pays their 
agents ior the safekeaping of the funds in iher possession, 
That the agent, instead of commuung the fands to the officers 
of the steamboat,should have called for theguard of non commise : 
sioned officers, which was allowed him by law. They cons 
tended that if this case was paesed, it wouid form a precedent 
under which great abuses might be pracised, They maintained 
that the Government had not established a precedent which rig 


fun 


officers having public funds from liability in case of loss.. It was 
-their duty to account for the funds that «might be lost. .A pre. 
cedent would be established by this bill that would lead to great 
frauds. If they pay 150 dollars for the recovery of lost funds, 
they might, on the same principle, pay more than two thousand 
for the recovery of the two thousand dollars, if the agent proved 
that. he had incurred that amount ofexpense, which might. with 
ease be done by an unfaith{al one. E 
<The bill was thea rsperted to the Senate without amendment; 
‘andon the question shall the bill be ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading? 

Mr. CALHOUN demanded the yeas and nays, which were 
ordered, and. were—yeas 16, nays 21. So the bill was_re- 
jected. ; : 

On motion of Mr. MANGUM, 

“The Senate then adjourred. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
p Monpay, January 17, 1842. . : 
The Journal of Saturday was read, and, on motion of Mr. 
GRANGER, was so amended as to state the fact that the mo: 
tion made to adjourn at 2 o'clock of that day was made by Mr. 
` CHITTENDEN, and not by Mr. G. as erroneously stated on the 
journal, The journal was then approved. 

> Mr. STANLY asked leave to introduce the resolution offered 
: by him on two former days, but not received, authorizing the 

Committee on Public Expenditures to employ acieck. 
Mr. CAVE JOHNSON objecting, the resolution was not re- 


ceived. 
THE BANKRUPT LAW REPEALED. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Indiana asked leave at this time to pre- 
genta petition from Lawrence county, praying for the repeal of 
the bankrupt law. i 

Mr: MORGAN said he desired to present some petitions 
against the repeal. 

"Mr. ARNOLD remarked that he had in his possession a 
nuraber of petitions in favor of the hankrupt law, which he de- 
sired to present, 

Objections were made. : 

‘Mr. CUSHING rose to a question of order. 

“The SPEAKER said that the first question before the House 
was aquestion of order, on the appeal of the gentleman fiom 
Virginia, [Mr, Wisg] on which the previous question had 
been seconded, : h 

Mc. CUSHING called the attention ofthe Speaker to the 22d 
rule; which is in the following wards, to wit: 

“As soon as the Journal is read, the Speaker shall call for pe- 
titions from the mambers of each State, and delegates from 
‘each Territory, beginning with Maine and the Territory of Wis- 
consin, alternately; and if, on a day, tiie whole of the States 
and Territories shali not be ed, the Speaker shall begin on 
the next day where he left of the previous day; provided that, 
after the first thirty days of the session, petitions shall not be 
received except ou the first day of ths meeting of the House in 


` state of the business of the iou i 
Mr. CUSHING inquired of the Spoaker whether the House 
had by a votesuspended that rule? E 
The SPEAKER said he thought so, but suggested that, even 
- ifthe House had not suspended the rule, the business suggested 
by the gentitman would not come up firstin the regular order 
of business. 


Mr. W. COST JONSON asked the Speaker ifit would be ' 


the House should receive peti- 
m the city of Baltimore many 
yardsin length, and comprising many hundred signatures, re- 
monstrating against the r Vofthe t apt law, which he 
would like to present to thy iiouse ro jis final vote on the 
pill to repeal the law. 

The SPEAKER answered 


in order for him to move tat 
tions, as he had petitions f 


that the motion would not bein 


order, : IERA es 
The SPZAKER then ounced the unfinished business of 
Saturday. 


The state of the question, as the Reporter understood it, was 
as follows: 

“Mr, Barxan, from the Go 
introduced, in ovedience ie the 
the following bili: P 
A BILL to repeal the act establishing a uniform system of bauk- 

Tupley. 

Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Representalives 
of the United Siales ef America in Ca se assembied, 
‘Rhat-the act entitled ‘An aci to e system of 
Ithe 1%h 


bankruptcy throughout tse United sta 
and the sar 


yo . 
™PLAKER, 


been read the first time ration 3 
“The SPEAKER, ON nof order to that t raised 
by Mr. Wintiaop, Ge seda x i i decided 
that, ‘consistently wi y by i} had been 
brought before the Ho Hot Ta ¢ der at this ume to 


ofthe House 
Ulmust now take 


ress it further t ihe 

ad been fully execuict 
its place amoog the bust stable, and that 
the House must revure to t Jer ofthe Fih in- 
stant, for the rec n4 p a? 

“From this de 7 í 
the previous que: 1 } 

“anda motion had been 
peat be laid ¢ 

SPoendiog whit 

Batthe SPEAKER aunounced 
peal. 

Mr, 1. WHLLTA 

Mr. 3.0. CLARK è 
dered. 

Mr. EVER 
be (Mc. B.) ha 
table, 

The SPEAKER 
the matter. The 
would take prec 
tion. 

The question on the mo 
taken, and decided in the n 

So the call waa refused, 

The SPEAKER said the question recurred on seconding the 
demand for the previous question, 

Mr: LINN renewed the monon of Mr, Everett to lay the 
appeal on the table. 


djourned.” 
the question to be en the ap- 


no difically about 
he motion, and it 
io previous ques- 


House was then 
4 $ 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. WELLER asked the- yeas and na: 

dered. ka 
Mr. EVERETT here raised the point of order that, whenever 

aquestion of order was raised, there must be a decision upon 

it; otherwise, that, if laid on the table, it took the whole ques- 

tion with it. te, 

The SPEAKER said that, under repeated decisions, it was in 


s; which were or- 


order to Jay an appeal onthe table. 


Mr. HOPKINS: inquired if the appeal was laid on the table, 
what became of the bill torepeal the bankrupt law. 

TheSPEAKER. ‘The motion to lay on the table will apply 
only to the appeal and point of order.’ ` 

Mr. WISE. The effect will be, as I understand it, to leave the 
Speaker’s decision still standing? 

Tne SPEAKER renliedaffirmatively. ? 

Mr. HOPKINS. What then becomes of the bill? 

The SPEAKER. It willgo on the general calendar of busi- 
ness on the Speaker’s table. 

Some further conversation followed as to the effect of the 
vote— 

When the -question on the motion to lay the appeal on the 
table was taken, and Gecided in the negative as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alien, L. W. Andrews, 8. J. Ane 
drevs, Arnold, Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Barton, Blair, 
Boardman, Borden, Brockway, Bronson, Jeremiah Brown, Bur- 
nell, John Campbell, Childs, Chittenden, John C. Clark, Staley 
N. Clarke, Cooper, Cowen, Cranson, Cravens, Ctrshing, Gar- 
relt, Davis, Deberry, John Edwards, Everett, Fessenden, Fill- 
more, A. Lawrence Foster, Gambie, Gates, Giddings, P, G. 
Goode, Granger, Habersham, Hall, Ha'sted, W. S, Hastings, 
Henry, Howard, Hudson, Hunt, J.R. Ingersoll, J. Irvin, W. 
W. Irwin, James, Isaac D. Jones, J. P. Kennedy, Lane, Law- 
rence, Linn, McKeon, Samson Mason, Mathiot. Maxwell, May- 
nard, Meriwether, Moore, Morgan, Morrow, Osborne, Pearce, 
Pendleton, Powell, Ramsey, B. Randall, Ridgway, Rodney, 
Roosevelt, W. Russel], J. M. Russell, Salionstall, Simonton, 
Slade, Truman Smith, Solers, Stanly, Stratton, John T. Stuart, 
Summers, Taliaferro, Richard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, To- 
land, Tomlinson, Triplett, Trumbull, Van Rensselaer, Warren, 
Washington, Thos. W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L, 

Williams, Winthrop, Wood, Yorke, Augustus Young, and 
John Yonngs—103. 

NAYS—Messis. Arrington, Atherton, Beeson, Bidlack,Rirds« 
eye, Botts, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster. Briges, Aaron V. Brown, 
Milton Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, Wm. Butler, Wm. O. 
Baler, Green W, Caldwell, Patrick C, Caldwell, William B. 
Camphell, Thos. J. Campbell, Caruthers, Cary, Casey, Chap- 
man, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Cross, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, 
Dawson, Dean, Daan, Doig, Eastman, John C. Edwards, Es bert, 
Ferris, John G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, Thomas F. 
Foster, Gentry, Gilmer, Goggin, Gordon, Graham, Green, 
Gustine, Gwin, Harris, John Hastings, Mays, Holmes, Hopkins, 
Houck, Houston, Wubard, Hunter, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jack, 
W. C. Johnson, Cave Johnson, JohnW. Jones, Keim, Andrew, 
Kennedy, Lewis, Lowell, Abraham McClellan, Robert McClel- 
lan, McKay. Mallory, Marchand, A. Marshall, Thomas F Mar- 
shall, John Thompson Mason, Mathews, Mattocks, Medill, Mil- 
ler, Morris, Newhard, Owsley, Parmenter, Partridge, Payne, 
Pickens, Plumer, Pope, Proffit, Reding, Reynolds, Rhett Riggs, 
Rogers, Sanford, Saunders. Shaw. Shepperd, Shields, William 
Smith, Sprigg, Steenrod, Sumter, Sweney. John B. Thompson, 
asob Thompson, Turney, Underwood, Van Buren, Wallace, 
ard, Weller, Westbrook, James W. Williams, Chrispopher 
H. Wiliams. and Wise—117. 

So the appeal was not laid on the table 

And the question recurring on seconding the demand for the 
previous question— 

There was a second, 

And the main question was ordered to be be taken. 

Mr. MATHILOY asked the yeas and nays on the main ques- 
tion; which were ordered. 

At the request of Mr. L. WILLIAMS, the Speaker restated 
his decision, 

And some conversation follewed between M 
EVERETT, and the SPEAKER, as to the artici 
on Maturday. 

The question was then taken, “Shall the decision of the Chair 
stand asthe judgment of the House?” and it was decided in the 
negative as follows: 

YEAS—M . Adams, Allen, Landat W. Andrews, Sher- 
s. Arnold, Ayer Baker, Barnard, 
on, Blair, Boardinan, Borden. ay, Aaron V. 
Brown, Jeremiab Brown, Burnell, John Campbell, Childs, Chite 
tenden, John ©. Clark, Staley Claike. Cooper, Cover, 
Cranston, Cravens, Garrett Davis. Deberry, Jobn 
Everett, Fillmore, A. J. Foster, Gambie, Gates, Giddings, Gog- 
gin, P_G. Goode, Granger, Habersham, Halsted, W S, Hast 
ings, Henry, Hovard. Hudson, Hunt. J. R Ingersoll, James} 
vin, W. W. Irwin, James, John P. Kennedy, Lane, Lawr 5 
Linn, Me Keon, Samson Mason, Mathiot. Maxwe!!, Maynard, Me- 
viwether, Morgan, Morrow, Osborne, Pearca. Pendleton, Pow- 
ell, Ramsey, B. Randall, Rayner, R y, Rodney, W. Rus- 
seii, J. M. Russell, Saltonstall, Simonton, Slade, Truman Sm 


srs. WISE, 
of the House 


a 


Warren, Wa 
jams, Winthrop, Wood, Yorke, Au- 
Younz—99. i 
rs, Arrington, Athesion, Beeson, Bidlack, 
ve, 2, Bo Brewster, Briggs, Milton Brown, Cha 
Brown, Burke, n P. Butler, Wm. Batler, Wm. O. Butler, 
Green W, Caldweli, Patr'ck C. Caldwell, Calhoun. William B 
Campbel, Thas. J. Campbell. Caruthers, Cary, Casey, Chap. 
man, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Cross, Daniel. R. D. Davis, Daw- 
son, Dean, Doan, Doig. V an, dohn ©. Edwards, Egbert, 
Ferris, John G. Floyd, Charies A. Floyd, Fornance. Thos, F. 
Foster, Gentry, Gilmer, Gordon, Graham. Green, Gus’ine i 
Harris, John Hastings, Pays, Holmes, Hopkins, Ho 
ton, Hubard, Hunter, ©. J Ingersoll, Jack, W. C. Johnson, 
Johnson, J. W., Jones, Keim drew Kennedy, Lewis, Lowell 
Abraham McClelan, Reber Clellen, McKay, Mallory, Ma À 
chand, Alfred Marshall, T. F. Marshall, 4. T. Mason, Mathews, 
Mattocks, Medill, Miller, Morris. Newhard, Owslev, Parmenter, 
Partridge. Payne, Pickens, Plumer. Pope, Proffit, Randolph, 
Reding. Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, Sanford, Sannde rs, 
Shaw, Shepperd, Shields, Sprigg, S:eenrod, Alexander H. i, 
Sinart, Sumter, Sweney, J. B. Thompson, Jacob Prompson, 
ee ees Van Buren. Wallace. Ward, Watterson, 

eller, Westbrook, James W, Williams. Christoph il- 
liams, and Wise—118. g ease 
So the House reversed the decision of the Chair. 


Cave 


Edwards, ` 


[A message in writing was received from the President of the 
United States, by the hands of Ropert TYLER, esq. his Secre. 
tary.] 3 

Mr. GRANGER inquired of te Speaker whether it would 
now be in order to move that thjs bili be rejected? G 

The SPEAKER said it would be in order. 

Mr. GRANGER thé gd that the bill be rejected, and 
said that, on that motio wid a few remarks to make. He 
was aware, from the prpceedings hereto/ore had-———- ; 

Mr. WISE rose to a ypint $f order. His colleague{ Mr, Hop. 
Kins] had been overrulgd bythe Chair (on Saturday) in mak- 
ing the point that the questipn next would be on the rejection of 
thebill. The Speaker hadidecided that his colleague could not 
make that point, becauge phe motion (or point of order) of the 
gentleman from Masskgfusetts {Mr, Wuyrnrop] had inter: | 
voned. If his colleagug gould make that point, he had moved 
the previous question. ¥fhe Chair had been overruled in that 
decision by the House. Of course, then, the motion of his col- 
league was in order, and the motion for the previous question 
had been sustained by the present decision of the House. 

She SPEAKER overruled Mr, Wise’s point. 

Mr. GRANGER continued. He had not risen to speak 
against time, He should detain the House but a very few mo- 
ments; but he was unwilling that the solemn action of this 
House, as recorded in the proceedings of the last session of 
Congress, which had gone forth to this nation, carrying 
hope to many aching bosoms, should be repealed and erum- 
bled into dust, and not one voice be raised here against the 
proceeding. He was aware that the few words he had to say 
would be of little avail; that the decree had gone forth; and 
that the majority of this House was prepared to pass this bill 
by the power which it seemed in thie case to possess. But, at 
the sametime, hə claimed to himself the privilege, belouging 
tothe minority, of expressing his opinion before the repeal 
went forth to the world. He had supposed that, after thema: 
ture deliberation which had been had on the subject, not only 
throughout this nation, butin ihis Hall—after the most deep 
interest felt in this questicn, he had a right to expect that the le- 
gislation of the counsy wassettled—that at least action would 
not have been taken on the repeal of this law until the whole 
effects of a bill so solemnly passed had been seen by the country 
in its operation Scarcely three months had elapsed after the 
passage of this Jaw with the usual solemnities before gentlemen 
here rose in their places and demanded its repeal. He hada 
rightto inquire on what authority the denfand was made? 
What was the evidence before. this House that the people of the 
nation require the repeal of this law ?_ Wasit to he found b 
the petitionson the table? Not one ‘of them had been read; 
and remonstrances had been sent in from various parts of the 
nation against the repeal of the act. With the exception of pe- 
titions from the State of Kentucky, not a petition had been per- 
mitted to belaidon the table touching this matter. Oren the 
door to remonstrances, and take only those now in the drawers 
ofthe members of this House, and the number, the power, 
wealth, and influence of the signers of these remonstrances 
would overbear that ofthe petitioners for the repeal by more 
than one hundred to one. 

He denied that there was any evidence that the people of the 
nation asked for the repeal. What had been the course adopt. 
ed by gentlemen? Had they come in the nsual forms of legis. 
lation, and met the question boldly on this floor to be discussed? 
or had they availed themselves of the rules ofthe House, by 
the most severe construction that bad; ever been put on 
them sinze he had been a member, ‘to push a bill through 
ix a manner unprecedented in the legisiation of this eoun- 
try. We defied any man, however bloodthirsty he may be 
for the passage of this bill, to pomt out any instance, from 
the formation of this Government till the day, when any 
bi had been attempted to be forced through this hall in this 
manner. It struck him that the Representatives should stop 
at least long enough to give a decent form of burial to this 
creature of their three months’ creation, But, instead of that, 
he had been pained to see those gentlemen wih whom he poli- 
tically associated, and who, three short months ago, recorded 
their names 1n favor ofthis law, stand ready to lend their power 
to clinch the nails in the very coffin of their own offspring, He 
should have submitted with more patience had the form adopt- 
ed been such a oneashad keretofore in all instances been ob- 
served in this country. If they did not find in these petitions 
reasons for the repeal of this law, what else did they look for? 
He denied that there was any evidence thatthe public asked for 
the repeal. He wouldtake the public press even of that section 
of the country represented here to be opposed to this law, and 
he denied that it expressed any opinion against it. Wealth and 
power operating on the press might create for a moment appa- 
rentevideuce of public opinion, which did not exist in the 
hearts of the people and the nation generally; butthe poor and 
unfortunate of this country exercised no such control, and he 
denied that there had been any expression even in the sections 
where the cal! for the repeal waa made through the public prees 
in favor of such repeal, 

He well knew that there was opposition to this bil. 
in the history of this Government had there been any act of 
jegislation which was calculated to ameliorate the condition 
of the debtor, but there had been an oppesition by those in the 
ity who first ruined the debior, by drawing his life- 
raher av J who never leave their victim until 
L Follow the history of the legislation of this 
country, and they would find that there had never been an 
act to ameliorate ion of man, but opposition was 
made to it from t urce. Go to your jaws abolishing 
Imprisonment for he asked whether the cry did not then 
go Sy were aunulling contracts, and whether, in 
those States where laws for its abolishment had been passed, 
the seme set of men who now busied themselves against the 
operation of this Jaw were not to be found in your commer- 
cial tow? aths highways, vociferating jondly concen 
ing the obligations of credit and the foree of contracts? And yet 
there was not one State in the Union where the Legislature had 
adhered to their action in passing these laws, but the public 
opinion had not notsilenced the clamor on this subject. He had 
sean ihis morning strong proof ofthis, He tad readin the Na+ 
tional Intelligencer that (he State of Alabama had passed laws 
for the redemption of property sold under execution; and even 
the editors of that journal, who, he was proud to say, were ge- 
nerally foremost in approving every act calculated to amelo- 
rate the condition ofthe unfortunate, expressed a fear that it 
such a law were passed, it would strike at the root ofall credit 
and affect the character of that State. 

The State he(Mr, G.) had the konor in part to represent was 
jong borne down by the severity of that law which put up the 


Never 


“real property of its citizens und 


- til the people rose in their majesty, demanding a change of the 


~ faise a clamor against évery law which takes’ from them any 
_supposed power to force the last dollar from a debtor. 
“no leveller, 
` the paltry attempts mad 3 
` andthe poor; but the history of this nation and every other peo- 
“who hold the monéyed power ofa country are the last to yield 


_ cripple his energies for life. 


` the root of morality, for the benefit of the banks. ‘Chis law . 
places every creditor on an equal footing; and the banks which, 


” their charters under certain Jaws, and that they must not now 


` and Kept the honest man out of his dues, who would, under this 


_ he might almost say, 


“pad embarked wealth and character in that activity and enter- 


to denounce al 


er the hammer, and knocked it 
offto the highest bidder, without redemption, by whigh. for- 
tunes were rolled up, and the means of payment exhausted; ün- 


law, and for twenty years past had New York been living un. 
der’ law almost verbatim with that to which he had referred- 
as recently enacted in Alabama, and lived under it to silence 
the clamors ofavarice in every part of the State, andithad met 
withthe universal approbation of the whole people. Try it 
whien you will, and the mere money-lenders ofa country will 


He was 
he came not to make war on wealth, he detested 
e to excite the jealousies of the rich 
ple on earth shows, beyond ihe possibility of dispute, that those 
to any relaxation of the severity of!aws by which, having ex- 
hausted the means of payment of the debtor they are enabled to 
in many places —he was happy to say not generally—the 
banks had struck at this law; and why? Because there had 
grown up in this country asystem of dealing, which strikes at. 


by the aid of kind friends, have given debtors a fictitious credit, 
When the bubble is about to burst, can no longer, under the ope- 
ration of this law, take the property out of the pockets of the 
honest man, and keep themselves unscathed. They undoubt- 
edly would raise the cry of vested rights, and say that they took 
be interfered with. 


ei r There was another class of debtors, who, 
hiding their property under onen 


ame and another, had gone on 


surrender all their ill-gotten 


law; be brought up to answer and 
would be found against this 


and ill-retained wealth, They, too, 
aw. 

He denied that there wasany evidence before this House that 
the great mass of the intelligent people of this country weve op- 
posed to this law. 

There were other reasons for which he deprecated the passage 
of this bill more than he could well express. He was one of 
those whe had contend d with all his energy, and what little 
power he might possess, to bring this country to a state of 
things ia which there should be sume permanency. He was 
one one of those who had deprecated from his very heart the 
watixed condition of things for the last twelve years; and now 
he was brought to the humiliating condition of seeing some of 
his valued friends lending their aid to those he hac opposed, 
to present to this nation an isstance of the most fickle legis: | 
lation that could be found on our statute books. He doubted | 
if the world could show an instance of legislation like this, 

I this bill passed, what of hope was there left to the unfor- 
tunate who are.to avail themselves of it? Was there any man 
srboidas tosay to him, if this law was now repealed—ifthe į 
Congress of the United States, afier having solemnly adjudged 
this question in the manner in which it was adjudged last sum- 
mer, are now to be driven from their propriety in this sudden, 
violent manner? What couid be hoped | 
in behalf of the people of this country in legislation touching 
this matter? Repeal this Bankrupt law in the manner now pro- 
posed, and for fifty years they would not see another successful 
attemptto do that which the condition of thecountry demands, 
Men would halt, if they found that they are called on todo an 
act which had before been passed, and, in three months after, 
was suddenly and rudely blotted out. The last hope of the un- 
fortunate of this generation would be crushed if this law were 
toberepealed. [fe was aware that it had been very commen 
I those who were engaged in the speculations of 
1835 and 1836 as mere adventurers, starting into the wortd with 
a bold belief that they coukl make something when they had 
nothing to lose. ‘Those who knew him knew that no man had 
argued more strongly against the excesses of these things. No 
man had ridiculed the bubbles of that day more than he had; 
but it was nottrne that the great mass of persons engaged in 
these enterprises were without capital ov character. li wasa i| 
time of exciiement—he spoke noi of it to excite political feel- 
ing. This Government had thrown within the reach of cur 
peopleimmense sums of money, which could be obtained on 
much easier terms than ever before known An adventurous 
spirit was catled into action; individuals did what States did, 
and every nerve was strained to arouse the energies and call 
forth the slumbering resources of our people. 

Within his own knowledge hundreds and hundreds of men 


It was un- 


the 


prise which had made the country what it now is. It 
necessary to repeat what followed, He would not place th 
number of those who would have availed themselves of this 
Jaw so high as many had done, but he beleved that there were 
more than one hundred thousand in this nation who were not 
only ruined by the averations of those years, but who are as 
honest, faithful, and (rue, as any poruon of community. Strike 
from the list of these every man whose character was doubtful 
cerasi asit would be, and he rejected the doctrine—strike from 
itevery man who entered into business relying on his energies 
alone, and there would remain this number to be benefited by 
the operation of this law. ‘There was a great class of men ho- 
nest and faithful, who not only placed their energies in the 
operations of thatday. but their fortunes also; end he held that 
this whole class, when the fault was only that error of judgment f 
which, in a young and growing nation like ours, will prevail 
more than in older countries, had a right to the operations of 
this law, and to be restored to usefulness in community if they 
shall surrender all their property. It was the iey of this 
Government. He called on every pusiuess man inthis Hail to 
telihim whether he N 
ing after bad and doubtful debts, Je called on every man of 
business here to say whether, when bad debts were thrown on | 
him, his condition would not he advanced by taking his affec- t 
tions from them at onze? Had gentlemen stopped toreflecton | 
the consequences of chaining down 200 000 men who cannot 
- produce any thing beyond a mere subsistence from day to day, 


` þecause they can hold nothing they produce? The activity. ener- 


- owe. The characier. th 


ry, which these 200,060 men | 


and moral power of this count these 
iiiad of the nation in five years, 


Willadd to the wealth and honor t 
wore they at liberty to act. was worth ten times the debt they 
e wealth, and the morals of this nation, 
demanded that they should hold on to the law. e 
Repeal this Jaw, and (he asked) what was the condition of 
thousands of families, most of whom had been placed in adverse 
circumstances from misfortunes they could not anticipate, but 


had pot found time thrown away in look- |; 


some of whom, he was willing.to allow, from theit own indis- 
cretion, who from the day of the passage of this act to this very 
hour had been engaged in an honest endeavor to arrange their. 
concerns, if it could be done, so that they might be saved the 
necessity of availing themselves of its provisions. He was 
, proud ‘to say in many instances this had-been accomplished; 
but it still left a large number who had chabged their whole . 
course of business, uncertain as it was, afd staked their. last 
hope on this law. When he contemplated their situation, he 
knew not ın what words to express himself, When he refiected 
on the thousands and thousands to whom the repeal of this law 
would come as the death-kuell 10 evefy hope, his very soul 
saddened within him. What was their situation?’ Prostrated 
by the misfortune of the times, and, even allowing that it was 
through their own indiscretion, they have struggled on tiil now 
under that sickness of heart which arises from hope teferred. 


` They have thought that the day of their deliverance was «i 


hand; every arrangement has been mace to avail themselves cf 
the advantages of this law; and now that Government which 
has held out to them the most flattering anticipations of relief, 
blasts them forever. He could not imagine a condition more - 
fallen than that of the debtor, who has prepared to avail him- 
self and his family of the benefits of this law, and now finds 
that the very power of legislation which gave lum this benefit 
suddenty wrests it from him,and that the moment the doors of > 
his prison begin to open they are again closed suddenly. upon 
him, ft did appear to him, and he intended na disrespect ta 
this House, that there wasin this course of action a cruelty un- 
paralled in the history of this country. 

He remembered to have read of a Grecian sculptor who 
purchased two slaves as models for his studio. over whom he 
held the power oflifeand death. To one he offered encourage- 
mentof freedom, and watched his countenance that he might 
give to a statue that expression: which lights up the face and 
ferm of man, when raised from the depths of despondency by 
the buoyancy of hope. The other he ordered to be executed in 
his presence, and as he calmly watched the death struggle of 
his victim, secured to himself an imperishable name by trans- 
ferring to the marble he wrought a representation ofthe dying 
agony of a fellow mortal, Pass this law, and the athenian 
artist must yield to them the palm of ingenious cruelty. His 
fame perpetuated on marble might be more enduring than that 
which is most deeply chiselled in the broken spirits and bruised 
hearts of the unfortunate; but they would conquer him by kav- 
ing, in one short month, presentedin more than an hundred 
thousand of their fellow-citizens the most painful personifica- 
tion of blooming hope and withering despair. 

Mr. MARSHALL said it wes entirely foreign from his pur- 
pose to discuss the merits ofthis act, which he presumed they 
were now about to repeal. He would make bet one or two 
observationsin explanation ofthe motion he was about to make. 
It was now upwards of one week since a voie had been given 
by a very decided majority of this House, ordering the report 
of a bill for the repeal of this law for last Tuesday. Jn one 
way or other, by calls of yeas and nays and interpositions of 
cules of order, they had been ds'ayed untilibiz day. Ev ry one 
here knew that this law wasto take effect on the first of Febru- 
ary. If it was to be repeated at all, then it warin the last de- 
gree important that it should be done as speedily as possible. 
Nothing could be more impolitic than to delay this bill until the 
law takes effect in part, and for the benefit of a portion of the 
people of the United States. It was therefore, so far as he had 
he had endeavored to urge 
known that this law passed 


any concern withthe measure, that 
pi o: 


itas speedily as possible. w 
under very peculiar circumstantes. 
‘Aljasion had been made by the eloquent and distinguished 
gentleman from New York GRANGER] to the course of 
members on this fleor, who vo t thisd ow 
sion, and now were,found in favor of its repeal, as furnishing . 
an exampic hoth of inconsistency and craetty unparalleled in 
the annals of legislation Sle would, in behalf of those gent 
men, call. the attention of the gentieman from New York to tha 
fact, that when the law was passed, Its operation was suspended 
fora certain time: and why? What was the pursued by 
Congress at the extra session, when they p ed this law? What 
other reason was there for suspending its aperation, save that 
the law should be laid before the people for popular examina- 
tion and discussion? “there was a number of gentlemen who 
voted for the !aw on this conzideration: that its effects should be 
suspended ‘o afford time and opportunity to discover the feelings 
of the people, and if the popular sentiment should he found 
against the measure, that they might have an opportunity tore- 


at Che extva ses- f 


pealit. ‘That was the condiion on which votes were obtained 
here; and in relation to gentlemen who acted thus, and since, | 
by fuil and free co iou with ther ce tuents, had as- | 
i 
j 
| 
| 


certained to th ion that the people they ri 
the charge either cf ines 


and petitions from 
c rued, (cont 


As‘to the public pre 
Mr. Speaker, as youand Tar 
have the most ndubirable evi 
sire of t Ithad been deciar 
presse 
who went 


nand de- 


, that they 
al, were enemies to freemen and in favar 
d he (ifs. 
h having receives $ 
the vote hos 
acky had heen 
, all except m 
16 vote for the re 


fort 
capitali 


New York pape 
he was now pur 
colleagues from Ken 


in the 
they were p 
alofa bil for which 
red to this th 


S 


Mr. > 


by 
they 
to show how little impo 
hireling pass might say on one side or the ether. 
matters merely io explain the mo- 
tion he waseboutto make. Uthe law was to repealed, it 
ought to he done immediaieiy—before the day of its geing into 
operation. Therefore, under these circumstances. ni 
inconsiderate haste, or frou: rash and crue! in this matter, 
but simoly > sentiments of this Hense might be tested 
helore the day of the law going into effect, he had risen to move 
the previeus question; and he now made that motion 

Mr. PENDLETON icquired of the Speaker wheiler it would 
be in order to mave to recom mit the bill with instructions? 

The SPEAKER said notat this time. 

Mr. SPRIGG appeale:i to his colleague io withdxaw the mo- 
tion for the previo estion. 

Mr. MARSHALL declined. 

The question on the demand for the previous question was 
then taken, and decided inthe affirmative without a division. 

So there was a second, 


3 


{ 
y one of the li 
ri 
i 
| 


| 


Mr. MORGAN asked the yeas and nays on orde} 
question; which were ordered. © 92°08 (8 ioiii 


new about to act-— ERR 
1e SPEAKER; interrupting Mr: R. ‘saif the ‘gent 
would state his poiat of order: S 7 Si pie, geal 
Mr. ROOSEVELT said he could not: state it without 
that fact. He would now read his point of order, - #5 ~ 
Mr. R. proceeded to read “thathe asked leave at this stage of 
the proceedings to present sundry petitions and memérials—— > 
Mr. TURNEY objected to the gentleman’s proceeding. ` 
4 que SPEAKER said the gentleman from New York wasnot 
in order. ‘ #945 
Mr. ROOSEVELT said he would send his poi Í 
the Chair to be read. $ Remon order to 
Mr. TORNEY objected. $ om 
Mr. ROOSEVELT saidhe would thenstate it, He did not 
wish to resist the action of a majority. of this House. by any 
quibble of any kind. j emg 3 
Mr. R. went onto state that he asked leave at this stage ofthe 
proceedings to present sundry petitions and.memorials—some 
for and some against the repeal of the. bankrupt law; stating at” 
the same time that he had had no previous ‘opportunity under 
the rules of the House to present them; and he insisted that, 
inasmuch— ~ à yooote 
Mr. TURNEY called Mr. R. to order. 
Bir. RO iSEVELT said the gentleman 
him to order. : 
The SPEAKER said the gentleman had nota right, the’ pre- 
vious question havng been called and seconded, to offer a peti 
tion, or to. ask leave to offer it. STATS Be 


Mr. ROOSEVELT said he 


had no right to call 


; was not doing so. Hehad no 
desire to abuse the patience ofthe House, “But he insisted that, 
inasmuch as the Constitution of the United ‘States. guarantied 
the right— ; 

Mr R's voice was here almostlost to the Reporter, amidst 
the cries for order; but the substance of what he said was 
understood to be, that as the Constitution of the United 
States guarantied the right of presenting petitions on any 
subjecton which the [louse was about to act, he claimed: the 
right to do so. as A 

[The point of order, as read by Mr. Roosevarr, is in the 
following words: g 

Mr. RoosgveL' asks leave at this stage of the proceedings to 
present sundry petitions and memorials, some for and some 
against the repeai of the Bankrupt law, stating at the same time 
that he has had no previous. opportunity, under the rules, of 
presenting the same, and he insists that,inasmuch asthe Con- 
stitution guaranties the right of the people to petition Con- 
gress on any subject within its jurisdiction, itis in order now to 
present (he said petitions anu memorials, and that to give to the 
rules of the House such a construction as to postpone the re- 
ception of tise said petiuonsand memorials until the subject re- 
ferred toin them shall have been finally disposed of by the 
YFouse wonid be to render the rules unconstitutional, and there» 
fore void.] 4 

Fhe SPEAKER. The gentleman from New York [Mr 
Roorsverr] is notin order, and will take his seat. 

Much conversation and confugion followed. z vo 

Mr. ROOSEVELT thea asked the unanimous consent-of the 
House to present the voice of the people here on a subject.on 
which this House was about to act. 

Mr. WELLER and Mr. TURNEY 
Joud cries to order, 

The SPEAKER sa 


objected; and there were 


id that the gentleman had taken fifteen 
minutes to raise what he had stated to be a point of order, 
without teking one step towards it. Tnstead of raising the 
point of order he had gone on to esk leave to present this and 
that petition, and to do other things wholly irrelevant. Ifthe 
House wished to indulge the gentleman in this kind of rigma- 
role, the Cnair was willing. 

Mr. CALHOUN rose and said he 
of the Speaker. 

Mn BRIGGS said he was 


appealed from the decision 


sure that, in the confusion. df the 
House, the Chair could not have heard the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. RoosEvELT] or that he [the Speaker} would 
not have said what he had said 

Mi. WISE stated his unde 
called for the previous quest 

Some cosversation followed 
ROOSEVELT, 

Mr. CALHOUN askel the yras and n 
winch were ordered. i 
W. WV. IRWIN asked the BeeaKerto state tre ques- 


anding of the question, and 
on the appeal. 
pelween Messrs. Wiss and 


ays on the appeal; 


said that the previous question having been 
and seconded, the gentleman hom New York, Mr. 
Lt, } after the second, but before the main question was 
jered, had risen, as he stated, toa point of order; and, as 
that point of order, had sta ed off and stated that, he 
had various petidons and remonstrances i his possession, and 
contents of a paper to this effect: That jt 
h he had, when the previous 
‘and seconded, to present. pes 


ryoved 


constitu ion 
icn had b 


axgr hed decided that the gentleman was owt of 
take his seat. From this decision the gentleman 
Lir. Canon} had appealed. 
be certainly had aot appealed from a 
d, and d the case as follows: Ehe gen- 
ew York (Mr. Ro spevent] had said that he rose 
order, and that be held in hishand- various peti- 
z for and some inst: Hie repeal of the Bankrupt 
that he had had no opportunity t0 present thesè petitions 
rues of the House since ke had se on y He 
ri yes j inssted, as g i: 
asked loevats Pi Saucon anaro petion, that he had the 


€ y da constitutional Mg) i 4 
conntry bada const 4 T order, and the HPEAKER said 


M 


irom se 
CALHOU 


AT 


right here we e loud cries © É A, 
the geneman from New York was oot in orde T; and must take 
his seat. From this decision he(Mr ©.) said he had appealed. 


The yeas and nays being about .o be called on the appeal, 


Mr. ADAMS 1056 and demanded of the $ 
of order and appeal be reduced to writing, 
The SPEAKER said that the gentleman 


any such thing. : g 
Me ADAMS said he would then decline to answer, as he diå 


not understand the question, and he said it was 3 parvsland ty- 
rannical act on the part of the Speaker. 


beaker that the point 


had not a rightto de- 


“Pe SPEAKER.’ The gentleman from Massachusetts: will 


take his seat. 
<Mr. ADAMS, 
his seat. g - : 

Mr. ROOSEVELT restated, in answer to the statement of 
the question by the Speaker, what his (Mr. R.’s) poiit of order 
had veen. j 2 

Anda desultory conversation (amidst much confusion) fol- 
lowed, in which Messrs. Linn, ROOSEVELT, CALHOUN, WISE 
and the SPEAKER participated. ° 

Wena Mr. HOPKINS moved to lay the appeal-on the table. 

Mr. CALHOUN, on the statement of what the Speaker’s de- 
cision had neen, withdrew the appeal. 

. Mr. SPRIGG made a strenuous but unsuccessful effort to 
présent certain petiiions for, and resolutions against, the pas- 
sage of the Bankrupt law. 

“Mr. ARNOLw» remarked that he supposed it would be in or- 
der to preseat petition against a repeal ofthe law, when that rè- 
peat had deen effected. ; 

After some consideration— 

The question, “Shallthe main question now he put?” was 
taken, and decided in the affirmative as follews: 

YEAS—Messrs. Landaf W. Andrews, Arrington. Atherton, 
Barion, Beeson, Birdseye, Bowne, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, 
Milton Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, Samson H. Butler, 
William Butler, William O. Butler, G: W, Caldwell, Patrick 
C: Caldwell, John Campbell, William B. Campbell, Thomas J, 
Campbell, Caruthers, Cary, Casey, Chapman; Clifford, Clin- 
ton, Coles, Cravens, Cross, Daniel, Garrett Davis, Richard D. 
Davis, Dean, Doa:, Doig, Eastman, John C. Edwards, Egbert, 
Ferris, John G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, Gentry, 
Gilmer, Goggin, Gordon, Graham, Green, Gustine, Habersham, 
Harris, Jobn Hastings, Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, Hous- 
ton, Hubard, Hunter, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jack, Cave John- 
son, John W, Jones, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Lewis, Lowell, 
Abraham McClellan, Robert McClean, McKay, Mallory, Mar- 
chand; Alfred Marshall, ‘Thomas F. Marshall, John T. Mason, 
Mathews, Mattocks, Medill, Muiler. Morris, -Newhard, Owsley, 
Parmenter, Partridge, Payne, Pickens. Ptumer, Pope, Profit, 
Ramsey, Reding, Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, Sanford, 
Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, Shiekis, William Smith, Steenrod, 
Alexander H. H. Siuart, Summers, Sumter, Sweney, Ta- 
liaferro, John B. Thompson, Triplett, Turney, Underwood, 
Van Buren, Wallace, Ward, Watterson, Weller, Westbrook, 
James W. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Wise, and 
Augustus Young—121, 

NAYS-—-Messrs. Allen, Sherlock J. Andrews, Arnold, Ay- 
crigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Bidlaek, Blair, Boardman, 
Borden, Botts, Brewster, Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, Jeremiah 
Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, Childs, Chittenden, John C. Clark, 
Staley N.Clarke, Cooper, Cranston, Cushing, Dawson, Deberry, 
John idwards, Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, A. Lawrence 
Foster, Thomas F. Foster, Gamble, Giddings, Patrick G. 
Goode, Granger, Gwin, tall, Halsted, Wiliam S. Hastings, 
Henry, Howard, Hudson, Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, James 
Irvin, Wiiiam W. Irwin, James, Wiliam Cost Johnson, 
Isaac D. Jones, Jəha P, Kennedy, Lane, Lawrence, Lian, 
McKeon, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Maxwell, Maynard, Meri- 
wether, Moore, Morgan, Morrow. Pendleton, Powell, Benjamin 
Randall, Randolph, Rayner, Ridgway, Rodney, Rooseveit, 
William Russell, James M. Russell, Saltonstall, Simonton, 
Slade, ‘Truman Smith, Sollera, Sprigg, Stanly, Stratton, John 
T. Stuart, Richard W, Thoppson, Jacob Thompson, Tiling- 
hast, Toland, Tomlinson, | rumbul, Van Rensseiaer, Warren, 
Washington, Thomas W, Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph 
L. Wiltains, Winthrop, Wood, and Jonn Young—99, 

So the mam question was ordered to be pug which main ques- 
tion wag, “Shaji the bill be rejected?” 

Mr. FILLMORE asked the yeas and nays; which were or- 
dered. 

Mr. SOLLERS inquired if 
move that the House excuse him from voting upon the ques- 
tion now before the ffousc? 

The BPSAKER wnewering in the alirmative— 

Mr. SOLLERS proceeded to say, that, at the extra session, 
ha had voted for the Bankrupt bil, and hi ions in regard 
to the pu.icy of s ł change. 
time of the passage Hetty understood 
thatis.operation was pc purpose of per- 
matting it to be aniended acit was the supu- 
lation, and he said it could nathave passed the House without 
this stipulation. He believed at that ume that the bill was im- 


it was at this time in order to 


perfect, and many others agreed with him is that opinion. He 
believed it was imperfect, because repeal asit did, the hie 
solvent laws of the Siates, and giving ent j ction over 


the subject io the Federa! courts, is would effecteally shut the 
door ot relief against u large class of our citizens who, owirg 
to the expenses incidest w applying to the Federsl cours, 
would be preciuded fromthe benefit of thelaw. He had hoped 
thatthe faw would, at this session, have been so amended as 
that, while it extended relief to that unfortunate class of debiors 
whom the insolvent Jawsot the States did not reach,it wouid 
not deprive another cioss, equally salided to consideration, of 
the henefit-of that law, And ne hetd the peculiar frends of the 
law responsible for not having, in virtue of iheir express pro- 
mises, endeavored so to am the law as tu rid it of the ob- 
jectionsto which he referred. He would be compeiied, there- 
fore, Lo vote for the repeal of ajaw in the general principles of 
which he most heartily acquissced, because, in his cpinion, 
without some amendment, it would inflict great injury upon @ 
large class of his consiituenis, 

The main question was then takea,and decided in the nega- 
tive, as follows ` 

YEAS— Messrs. s, Allen, Sherlock J. Andrews, Arnold, 
Aycrigg, Bvocock, Baker, Barnard, B Boardinan, Borden, 
Brewster, Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, Milton Brown, Jere- 
miah Brown, Buine!l, Calhoun, Childs, Chitenden, John C. 
Clark, Staley N. Clarke, Cooper, Cranston, Custing, Dawson, 
Deberry, Jobn E.lwards, Everett, Feszenden, Filmore, A, 
Lawrence Foster. Gates, rs, Patrick G. Gordi 
Gwin, Habersham, Hall, Halsted, William ~ Hastmes, Hen- 
ry, Howard, Hudson, FUNG + ph R. fagersel, Willam W. 
Irwin, James, Wiliam Cc yason, fsaac D. Jones, John P, 
Kennedy, Lime, Lawrence, Lino, MeKeon, Samson Mason, 
Mathios, Maxwell, Maynard, Moore, Margen, Morrow, Osborne, 
Pearce, Pendleton, Powell, Benjamin dall, Randolph, Ray- 
ner, Ridgway, todney, Roosevelt, William Russell, James M. 
Russel], Saltonstall, Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, 
Stratton, John F. Stuart, Richard W. Thompson, Jacob 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Trumbull, Van 
Rensselaer, Warren, Washington, Themas W, Williams, Lewis 


, Granger, 


The gentleman from Massachusetts hag taken _ 
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Wians Jeph L. Williams, Winthrop, Wood, and John 
oung—97. . 3 
NAYS—Messrs. Landaff W. Andrews, Arrington, Atherton, 
Barton,. Beegon, Bidlack, Birdseye, Botts, Bowne, Boyd, Aaron 
V. Brown, Charles Brewn, Burke, Samson H. Butler, William 
Butler, William O. Butler, Green ,W. Caldwell, Patrick C. 
Caldwell, John Campbell, William B. Campbell, ThomasJ. 
Campbell, Caruthers, Cary, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Clin- 
ton, Coles, Cowen, Cravens, Cross, Daniel, Garrett. Davis, 
Richard D. Davis, Dean, Doan, Doig, Eastman, John C. Ed- 
wards, Egbert, Ferris, John G. Floyd, Charies A. Floyd, For- 
nance, Gamble, Gentry, Gilmer, Goggin, Gordon, Grabam, 
Green, Gustine, Harris, John Hastings. Hays, Holmes, Hop- 
kins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, Hunter, Charles J. Ingersoil, 
Jack, Cave Jonson, John W. Jones, Keim, A. Kennedy, 
Lewis, Lowell, A. McClellan, Robert McClellan, Mc- 
Kay, Mallory, Marchand, Alfred Marshall, Thonias F, Marshall, 
John Thompson Mason, Mathews, Mattocks, Medill, Meriwe- 
ther, Mifler, Newhard, Owsley, Parmenter, Partridge, Payne, 
Pickens, Plumer, Pope, Profit, Ramsey, Reding, Reynolds, 
Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, Sanford, Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, 
hields, William Smith, Solers, Sprigg, Steenrod, Alexander 
H. H. Stuart, Summers, Sumter, Sweney, Taliaferro, Jobn B, 
Thompson, Triplett, Turney, Underwood, Van Buren, Wallace, 


Ward, Watterson, Weller, Westbrook, James W. Williams, 


Christopher II. Williams, Wise, and Augustus Young—124, 

So the House decided that the bill should not be rejected. 

[A message was received from the Senate, asking the concur- 
rence of the House in certain bills passed by that body. See 
Senate proceedings. ] s 

The SPEAKER then announced the second reading of the 

bill; whic, being read by its title, 
_ Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS rnoved to recommit the bill to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, with instructions to report such 
anamendment to the existing Bankrupt law asthey might deem 
expedient. 

Mr. KENNEDY of Maryland asked Mr. W. to accept the 
following as a substitute for his instructions: 

“That the bill for te repeal of the Bankrupt law be recom- 
mitted to the Committee on the Judiciary, with instructions to 
report immediately a bilt to suspend the operation of the Bank- 
rupt law until the first of May next; and further to report, as 
soon as practicable, a bili for the amendment of the. said Bank- 


| rapt law. 


“2dly. To limitits operation to all cases of debtors whose 
debts shall exeeed in amount one thousand dollars, leaving all 
cases below that amount to the legislation of the several States. 

“And, 3dly. To repert such other amendments as the said 
committee should deem necessary to the better operation of the 
aw. > 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS, after a few brief remarks against 
the precedent of capricious and unsteady legielation, which the 
repeal of this law, without even a trial of its operation, would 
set, modified his instructions so as to accept that portion of Mr. 
Kennepy’s substitute for his instructions which provided for 
the postponement of the operation of the law to May the first. 

And Mr. W., moved the previous question. 

But, on the annunciation of the SPEAKER that the previous 
question would cut of the motion to recommit with instruc 
tions, and would bring the House to vote on the engrossment 
of the bill, Mr W. withdrew the motion for the previous ques- 


tion. 

Mr. WELLER renewed it.- 

And (after some conversation) there was a second. 

Mr. BRIGGS asked the yeas and nays on ordering the main 
question; which were ordered. 

Some conversation between Mr. CUSHING and the SPEAK- 
ER followed ona point of order. 

Mr. STANLY inquired of the Speaker if it would be in order 
to movean amendment to the instructions which should include 
corporations? , 

The SPEAKER said no; but the gentleman who offered the 
instructions had aright to modify them. 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS then modificd bis inetructiong so 
as to instruct the committee to reportan amendment including 
all moneyed corporations. 

The question on ordering the main question was then taken, 


-and decided as follows: 


YEAS— Messrs. Landaff W. Andrews, Arrington, Atherton, 
Barton, Birdseye, Botts, Bowne, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Chas. 
Brown, urke, Samson H. Butler, William Butler, Williem 
O. Buter. Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C. Caidwell, John 
Campell, Witham B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caru- 
thers, Cary, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, C.inton, Coles, Crass, 
Daniel, Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, Dean, Doan, Doig, 
Eastman, John C. Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, Jobn G, Floyd, 
Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, Gentry, Gilmer, Goggin, Gordon, 
Graham, Green, Gustine, Harris, John Hastings, Hays, Holmes, 
Hopkins, Jiouck, Houston, Hubard, Hunter, Charles J. Inger- 
soll, Jack, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Keim, Andrew Ken 
nedy, Lewis, Lowell, Abraham McClellan, Robert McClean, 
McKay, Mallory, Marchand. Alfred Marshall, Thomas F. 
Marshal, John T. Mason, Mathews, Mattocks, Mediti, Meri 
wether, Miller, Neward, Owsley, Parmenter, Partridge, Payne 
Pickens, Plumer, Pope. Profit, Ramsey, Reding, Reynolds 
Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, Sasford, Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, 
Shields, Steenrod, Sumter, Sweney, Triplett, Turney, Under 
woed, Van Buren, Ward, Waterson, Weller, Westbrook, 
James W. Williams, Christopher Il, Williams and Wise 
—iil. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Sheriock J. Andrews, Arnold, 
Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Bidiack, Biair, Boardman, 
Borden, Brewster, Briggs, Brockway. Bronson, Milton Brown, 


Jere h Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, Childs, Chittenden, John C. 
Clark, Staley N. Clarke, Cooper, Cranston, Cravens, Cushing, 
i S 


Dawson, Deberry, John Edwards, Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, 
A. Lawrence Foster, Thomas F. Foster, Gamble, Gates, Gid- 
dings, Patrick G. Goode, Granger, Gwin, Habersham, Hall, Hal- 
sted, Wa. 8. Tastings, Henry, Howard, Hadson, Hunt, Joseph 
R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, Wm. W. Irwin, James, Wiiliam €C. 
Johnson, Isaac D. Jones John P. Kennedy. Lane, Lawrence, 
Linn, McKeon, Samson Mason, Ma‘biot, Maxwell, Maynard, 
Moore, Morgan, Morrow, Osborne, Pearce, Pendleton, Powell, 
Benjamin Randall, Randolph, Ray..er, Ridgway. Redney, Rosse- 
vel, Win. Russell, J. M. Russel], Saltonstall, Simonton, Slade, 
Try man Smith, Solers, Sprigg, Stanly, Stratton, John T. Sta ru 
Taliaferro, John B. Thompson, Richard W. “thompson, Jacab 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Trumbull, Van 
Rensselaer, Wallace, Warren, Washington, Thomas W. Wil- 
liams, Lewis Williams, aia L. Wiliams, Winthrop, Wood, 
Augustus Young, andJohn Young~109. 


So the main question was ordered. — - BE 

Mr. MATHIOT asked the yeasand nays thereon; which were 
ordered.. : Ni eo 

And (after some further conversation ona point of order) the 
main question, being on the engro smentof the bill, was taken, 
and decided in the affirmative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Landaf W.-Andrews, Arrington, Atherton, 
Barton, Beeson, Bidlack, Birdseye, Botts, Bowne, Boyd, Aarón 
V. Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, Samson H. Buver, William 
Butler, William O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C. Cald. ; 
well, John Campbell, William B: Campbell, Thomas J. Camp- 
bell, Caruthers, Cary, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, 
Cowen, Cravens, ‘Daniel, Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, 
Dean, Doan, Doig, Eastman, John C. Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, 
John G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, Thomas F. Foster, 
Gambie, Gentry, Gilmer, Goggin, Patrick G. Goode, Gordon, 
Graham, Green, Gustine, Harris, John Hastings, Hays, Holmes, 
Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, Hunter, Charles J. Inger: 
soll: Jack, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Keim, Andrew Ken. 
nedy, Lewis, Lowell, Abrahain McCiellan, Robert McClellan, 
McKay, Mallory, Marchand, Alfred Marshall, Thomas F, Mar- 
shail, John Thompson Mason, Mathews, Mattocks, Medill, Mil- 
ler, Newhard, Owsley, Parmenter, Partridge, Payne, Pickens, 
Plumer, Pope, Proffit, Ramsey, Reding, Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, 
Sanford, Saunders. Shaw, Shepperd, Shields, William Smith, 
Sollers, Sprigg, Steenrod, Alexander H. H. Stuart, Summers, 
Sumter, Sweney, Taliaferro, John B. Thompson, Triplett, Tur- 
ney, Underwood, Van Buren, Ward, Watterson, Weller, West. 
brook, James W. Williams, Christopker H. Williams, Wise, 
and Augustus Young~—124. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alen, Sherlock J. Andrews, Ar- 
nold, Aycrigg, Babcock; Baker, Barnard, Blair, Boardman, 
Borden, Brewster, Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, Milton Brown, 
Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, Cathoun, Childs, Chittenden, John 
©. Clark, Sialey N. Clarke, Cooper, Cranston, Cushing, De- 
berry, John Edwards, Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, A. Law- 
rence Foster, Gates, Giddings, Granger, Gwin, Habersham, 
Hall, Halsted, William S. Hastings, Henry, Howard, Hudson, 
Hunt, Joseph R, Jogerset, James Irvin, William W. Irwin, 
James, William Cost Johnson, Isaac D. Jones, Jorn P. Kenne. 
dy, Lane, Lawrence, Linn, McKeon, Samson Mason, Mathiot, 
Maxwell, Maynard, Moore, Morgan, Morrow, Osborne, Pearce, 
Pendleton, Powell, Benjamin Randall, Randolph, Rayner, 
Ridgway, Rodney, Roosevelt, William Russell, James M. Rus. 
sell, Saltonstall, Simonton, Stade, Truman Smith, Stanly, 

tratton, John T. Stuart, Richard W. Thompson, Jacob 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Trumbull, Wal- 
lace, Warren, Washington, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Wil- 
iene Joseph L Wiliams, Winthrop, Wood, and John Young 
—96, : f 

So the bill was ordered ta be engrossed for a third reading. 

And the SPEAKER inquiring when the bill should have its 
third reading? 

Mr. WISE moved now. 

Mr. BRIGGS to-morrow. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT (after petitions should have been re- 
ceived) Wednesday. 

The motions of Mr. Briccs and Mr. Rooseve.T were seve: 
rally rejected. 

And the House ordered the bill ta a third readingnow. 

And the bill having heen read by its title, and the question 
being, “Shall this bill pass? ` . 

Mr. CAMPBELL of Tennessee moved the previous ques- 
tion, 

And there wasa second, 

Andihe main question was ordered, 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS asked the yeas and nays on the 
main question; which were ordered. 

Mr. J. C, CLARK rose and asked to be excused from voting, 
on the ground ofthe haste and violence with which the repeal 
was being forced through, and on the ground that he had had 
no opportunity to present before this House the indignant 
voice of a portion of his constituency and of citizens of New 
York which he in part represented, against this repeal. 

Mr. C. was excused. 

The question, “Shall this bill pass?’ was then taken, and 
decided in the affirmative, as follows: 

YEAS—~ Messrs, Landatf W. Andrews, Arrington, Atherton, 
Barton, Beeson, Bidlack, Birdseye, Botts, Bowne, Boyd, Aaron 
V. Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, Samson H. Butler. William 
Butler, William O. Buer, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C. 
Caldwell, Jobn Campbell, William B, Campbell, Thomas J. 
Campbell, Caruthers, Cary, Casey, Chapman,C.ifford, Clinton 
Coles, Cowen, Cravens, Cross, Daniel, Garrett Davis, Richard 
D. Davis, Dean, Doan. Doig, Eastman, John C. + dwards, Eg- 
bert, Ferris, John G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, Tho- 
mas F, Foster, Gamble, Gentry, Gilmer, Goggin, Patrick G. 
Goode, Gordon, Graham, Green, Gustine, Harris, John 
Tastings, Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, 
Hunter, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jack, Cave Johnson, John W, 
Jones, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Lewis, Lowell, Abraham Me- 
Cleilan. Robert McClellan, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, Alfred 
Marshall, Thomas F, Marshal}, Jonn ‘t. Mason, Mathews, Mat- 
tocks, Medill, Meriwether, Miller, Newhard, Owsley, Parmen- 
ter, Partridge, Payne, Pickens, Plumer, Pope, Profit, Ramsey, 
Reding, Reynolds, Rhet, Riggs, Rogers, Sanford, Saunders, 
Shaw, Shepperd, Shields, William Smith. Soliers, Sprigg, 
Steenrod, Alexander H. Hf. Stuart, Summers, Sumter, Swe- 
ney, Taliaferro, John B. Tompson, Triplett, Turney, Under- 
wood, Van Buren, W: Watterson, Weller, Westbrook, 
James W, Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Wise, and Aw 
gustus Young-—126. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Sherieck J. Andrews, Ar: 
noid, Ay“rigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Biair, Boardman, Bor- 
den, Brewster, Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, M. Brown, J. 
Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, Childs,Chittenden, Staley N. Clarke, 
Cooper, Cranston, Cushing, Dawson, Deberry, John Edwards, 
Fessenden, Filmore, A. Lawrence Foster, Gates, Giddings, 
Granger, Gwin, Habersham, Hall, Halstead, Henry, Howard, 
Hudson. Hunt. Joseph R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, William W. 
Irwin, James, William ©. Johnson, J.P Kennedy, Lane, Law- 
rence, Lina, McKeon, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Maxwell, May- 
nard, Moore, Morgan, Merrow, Osborne, Pearce, Pendleton, * 
Powell, Benjamin Rendall, Randoiph. Rayner, Ridgway, Rod- 
ney, Roosevelt, Wiiliam Russell, J. M. Russell, Saltonstall, Si- 
manton, Slade, ‘Truman Smith, Stanly, Stratton, John T. 
Stuart, Richard W. Thompson, Jaceb Thompson, Tillinghast, 
Toland, Tomlinson, Trumbull, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, 
Warren, Washington, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Wil 
liams, Joseph L. Willams, Winthrop, Wood, and John Young 


94. 


So the bill was passed. : ; , 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Tennessee, moveda reconsideration of 
the vote just taken; and asked the previous question. 

And there was a second. eR i a 

And the question (being on the reconsideration) was ordered, 
and, being taken, was decided in the negative. 

So the vote was not reconsidered. 

‘And the question being on.the title of the bill— 

Mr. ARNOLD moved to amend it by, adding the words, “be- 
ing the first important act of a public nature that was ever 
» passed without debate.” , 

“The SPEAKER, on apointoforder raised by Mr. WIsE, 
ruled the amendment. to be out of order. y 

Mr. PR@FFIT and Mr. CAMPBELL, of Tennessee, simulta- 
neously moved the previous question on the title. 

And-there was a second. . f 

And.the main question (being on the title of the bill) was or- 
dered; and, being taken— 

The title of the bill was agreed to. 

Mr. CALHOUN rose and said, I move that the House ad- 
journ; and 1 call for the previous question on that, 
And, at alate hour, the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tursnay, January 18, 1842, 

Memorials remonstrating against any action on 
the Bankrupt law, were presenied by Messrs. 
TALLMADGE, RIVES, MERRICK, EVANS, 
BUCHANAN, MANGUM, BATES, TAPPAN,. 
WALKER, WOODBURY, ani MOREHEAD, 
which were severally referred to the Judiciary 
Committees, - 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial s‘gned 
by three hundred citizens of Pittsburgh, praying 
that Congress might not interfere with the Bauk- 
rupt law until there was some test of its operations, 
and then to make such amendments as might be 
found necessary. Mr. B. said he had been request- 
ed to state 10 the Senate his knowledge of the cha- 
racter of the memoriatists, which he did cheerfully. 
Although his opinions were different from iheirs on 
the propriety of the repeal of the law, yet he knew 
the most of them, and could say with pleasure that 
there were no citizens whose opinions were entitled 
to more respect. He was sorry-that he could not 
concur with therm. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented a' remonstrance en the 
subject of the Bankrupt law, accompanied by a 
letter, by which it would be seen that it was uni- 
versally admitted by all that the law was defective, 
and required amendment, The memorialists were 
opposed to the repeal of the law, but think that ic 
can be amended soon after it goes into operation. 
There was no time now to amend the law. If it 
goes into operation at all, it will go into operation 
as passed. He thought it better to repeal the ex- 
isting law; and as there was a long session before 
them, to build up a complete system of bankruptey 
which would be satisfactory to all parties. He 
preferred that course. If it was necessary to have 
alaw, he would aid and assist in maturiag one 
which would be satisfactory to all as a permanent 
sysiem. He had no doubt such a one could be 
framed and passed. The memorial was referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. ALLEN presented a memorial from citizens 
of Onio, desiring the repeal of the Bankrupt law, 
for the reasons that it was unconstitutional, un- 
wise, and unjust: referred to the Judiciary Com- 
mittee. 

Mr. WOODBURY presented a memorial in fa- 
vor of the repeal of the Bankrupt law. The me- 
morialists believed that it would be a most fearful 
source of litigation, and tend to corrupt the morals 
of the community; that it was unconstitutional; 
that it would supersede the insolvent Jaws of the 
States, and consolidate powers which rightfully be- 
long to the States, in the General Government: re- 
ferred to-the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. MOREHEAD presented a remonstrance 
against a repeal of the Bankrupt law, and remarked 
that it had been sent to hin accompanied by a let- 
ter, in which the hope was expressed that he would 
not vote for its repeal, for, by pursuing such a 
course, the effect of his influence would be severely 
felt by those whem the act was designed to benefit. 
This be should certainly most deeply depiore, if he 
could suppose, for a moment, tuat any proceeding 
of bis would tend to a consequence so extreme to 
‘a large number of the people of the United States. 
But he would take this occasion to ask the indul- 
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tions upon the subiect of the Bankrupt law, ex- 
pressing an opinion that it ought to be répealed. 
It was not for him to seareh for reasons to vindi- 
cate the sentiments of the people of that State on 
this or any other question; but he would merely 
point to her position under all cireumstanees, and 
. the manner in which, Whether in times of prospe- 
rity or distress, in peace or in war, she had always 
acquitted herself as a member of the Unicn. 
Whether the Bankrupt law was a measure of 
national benefit or national injury, was a ques- 
tion abont which the people of the United 
States could form their own concltsicns; but, 
whether the measure would affect advantage- 
ousiy or injuriously the interests of the psople 
of Kentucky, they alone. were competent to 
judge; and,so far as he was concerned, he thought 
that from their judgment there was no ap- 
peal. At the extra session of Congréss he voted 


for the Bankrupt law, as he then regarded it as a 
measure of national poticy, being profoundly, 


would be subjected to its operation, and the justice 
of their claims to the sympathies and aid of Con- 
gress; therefore, being anxious, sincerely anxious, 
that all the benefits which were anticipated should 
grow out of it, he gave to the act his cheerful sanc- 
tion. If he had been disposed to recount reasons 
why he should vote for the repeal of the Jaw, he 
would have pointed to the expression of opinion in 
the State from which he came; in truth, he would 
have had cecasion to go no farther than the o'her 
end of the Capitol to satisfy himself of the public 
state of feeling, by observing that the whole body 
of the delegation from Kentucky, with but one 
exception, had reéorded their votes for the repeal 
| of the law. But he would take no such pains. Here- 
tofore he had looked throughout the Unites States, 
and had seen hundreds and thovsands of his fel- 
low-citizens bound down in the dust by the most 
unexampled pressure, their wives and children 
consigned to want, and themselves writhing under 
fetters which nothing but national legislation could 
remove. He felt now ashe did at the extra ses- 
sion—that it would be the proudest. day of his life 
if he could announce liberty to the unfortunate 
captive, and, by loosing the fetters from his limbs, 
restore him to his freedom; that he might be no 
longer a prisoner of doubt, but of hope, joyous, 
buoyant, and happy. Although these were his 
impressions. last summer, he did not entirely lose 
sight of the duty which he owed to his constituents 
and the relation in which he stood to them. 
the extra sessioén, when tne Dill was returned to 
the Senate with the amendment of the House post- 
poning its operation until the first of February, 
every Senator knew the position in which he then 
stood; and the Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
Bucwansn] wouid recollect the issue which was 
made upon the subject. To some extent the law 
was an experiment, and he was at that time de- 
sirous that the people should have an opportunity 
to pass upon it. 

After the adjournment of Congress, he returned to 
his constituents, and, although he found among 
them no outbreak, no disposition to inculpate those 
who voted for the law; although he heard no ex- 
tensive dissatisfaction from those from whom he 
differed, still he found a strong disinclination in 
the public mind that the law should go into opera- 
tion. There were few public men who had for- 
gotten the streggle which occurred in Kentecky 
some years ago, wiih regard to the relief sy 
and when the great subject of the obligati 
contracts was discussed in that State by every one, 
the people became familiar with it. When, tbere- 
fere, a kindred subject pressed itself upon their at- 
tention, there was a tendency to alarm; and he had 
not wondered, notwithstanding all their characteris» 
tie Gevotion to the principles. of the Constitution 
and the Whig party, that they should be so extremely 
sensitive. Since he had returned to Washington, 
he bad received letters which convinced him that 
the people of Kentucky were adverse to this law; 


gence of the Senate while he should make a few 
observations. It could not have escaped his no- 
tice, and that of the Senate, that the Legislature of 
Kentucky. had, by a large majority, passed resolu- 


and, regarding the resolutions ofthe popular branch 
of the Legislature of Kentucky as furnishing proof 
as to the extent of public sentiment, he had deemed 
it to be his duty to look with candor, and with the 
| utmost consideration, to this subject in all its re- 


ae 


deeply impressed ‘with the feelings cf those who 1 


| lations: 


At © 


| 


-Without éntering into.a- discussion: of- 
the measure at thé present lime, and: in advance, - 
he would content himself (coupling the sentiments 
ofthe Legislature with what he'had seen and. heatd 
since he came to the city). with. the remarks,.that-- 
the law ought to be repealed; and -he would 
conform his conduct to the requirements of the: -. 
resolution. He desired to be understood aséXe.- - 
pressing bis own sentiments; he spoke for “no: one. =- 
but himself. The rule which he bad preseribed-.- 
for himself had no application to-his colleague [Mrs 
Cray] avd he trusted that he might be. permitted to. 
say tbat there was a vast difference between him 
and that distinguished gentleman, to far as related 
to their-action here and their standing before the 
country. He (Mr. Moresxap) wa: a Senator ‘of 
yesterday, and his public life had been spent in, the 
Commonwealth which gave him birth, and to her 
he must look fer encouragement and sup- 
port, and he was not so vain as to suppose that 
his position in the Senate could be regarded in any. 
light other than connecting him with the State 
which he represented. But bis colleague occupied 
higher ground; for thirty years he bad been a diss- 
tinguished actor in public affairs, and had signal- 
ized himseif by bis conduct on every measure con- 
nected: with the independence. and glory of -bis 


' country. Prond as Kentucky was of the: public 


services of his colleague, she was not so selfish-as- 
td appropriate him exclusively te herseif. The: 
poorest citizen of the Union, without regard to State, 
might recognise bim as a representative, and he, 
that poor citizen as a constituent, He begged par- 
don for the manner in which he had spoken of his. 
colleague, buthe had deemed it proper to announce 
the proper distinetion that ex!sied between them. : 
He had only vindicated his own course; and, what» 
ever might be the fate of those who expected relief 
from the law, however he might be convinced that 
their case was one whieh appealed to the justice of 
Congress, he would yield himself to the discharge 
of his inexorable duty, the feilute todo which would 
make his condition worse than theirs. Fa g 

A message was received from the House of Re- 
presentatives, stating that they bad passed an act 
to repeal the act establishing a uniform system of 
bankruptcy; which was read the first time, and ore, - 
dered to a second reading. ; a 

Mr. PRENTISS presented the memorial of a 
nunber of the citizens of Philadelphia, praying 
that measures may be taken for effecting such al- 
iteration of the Constitution or laws of the Union 
as will relieve the citizens of each State from 
all obligation to interfere or intermeddle for the 
purpose of sustaining and perpetuating involuntary 
servitude ia any other Siate or-nation, 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the question of re- 
ception of said petition was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. PRENTISS, the petition and 
papers of the heirs of Phineas Babcock, on the files 
of the Senate, were referred tothe Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON presented the petition of 
Ferdinand Clark of Havana, praying the remis- 
sion of certain tonnage duties: referred to the com- 
mittee on Commerce. : 

Oa motion of Mr. MERRICK, leave was 
granted io take from the fles of the Senate, to be 
referred to the House of Representatives, the me~ 
morial of the citizens of Maryiand for the erection of 
a bridge across the Eastern Brasch of the Poto- 
mec. eh ees 

Mr: EVANS presented the petition of Joseph 
Beasely fer a petition; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pessions. as 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, it was ordered 
that tae petition of Nethanial Davis, fer.a pension, - 
be taken from the files, and referred to the Com- 
midee on Pensions. 

Mr. E, also presen 
delivery in — ia 
mities on Commerce. ina dt 

Mr. MERRICK presented the petition of Wil- 
liam Jones, who. was woundet in ihe naval sere 
vice, for an. increase of. pension: referred to the 
Committse cn Naval. Affairs. _ 

_ Mr. YOUNG presented petitions from Chicago 
and other places in Illinois, against the restriction, 


ted a petition fora port of 
Maine: referred to the Com- 


by Congress on ‘the reception” of antislavery peti- 
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tions, and for the repeal of all slavery laws, &c. 
Oa motion of Mr. BERRIEN, the question of 
reception of said petitions was laid on tne table. 
Mr. LINN presented the petition of Dr. Boyd 
Reiley, praying Congress to purchase the right to 
use: his vapor bath ia marine hospitals, and in the 
army and naval service: referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. . - ; Ke 
- Fhe PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a re- 
port from the War Department, transmitting a list 
of the clerks employed in that Department during 
the year 1841, the time employed, and the amount 
paid toeach; also, a communication from the Se- 
eretary of State of Missouri, relative to the boun- 
dary line between that State and the Territory of 
Iowa. - 
On motion of Mir. LINN, the latter communi- 
cation was ordered io be printed 
» On motion of Mr. BUCHANAN, it was 
Ordered, That the memorial of Henry Simpson, 
administrator of the estate of George Simpson, de- 
ceased, praying remuneration for services in re- 
ceiving subscriptions, and issuing cerficates for a 
loan authorized by law, be taken from the files cf 
Senate, and referrred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. i 
Mr. MILLER presented a memorial from Phi- 
ladelphia, praying that the Bankrupt law might 
be amended or repealed. : 
Also, presented the petition of George Thomas, 
praying remuneration for supplies furnished the 
United States: referred to the Committee on Revo- 


‘lutionary Claims 


On motion of Mr, PIERCE, the petition of E. 
Coltman was ordered to be taken from the files of 
the-Senate, and referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. K 
Oa motion of Mr. WCODBURY, the petition 
of Oliver R. Wa is was ordered to be taken fm 
the files, and referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions, 

Mr. WOODBURY presented the communica- 
tion of Join Baidwin, suggesting a currency for the 
country, as well as a mode by which ihe Treasu- 
ry Depaciment can ¢ff:ct the remainder of the 
twelve millions loan: referred ‘to the Committee on 
Finance, and that portion relating to the currency to 
the selec! committee cn thar surject 

Mr. LUNN presented the petition of Peier Wil- 
lard, praying remuneration for having saved a 
steamboat from being wrecked, on board of which 
was seventeen thcusand dollars belonging to the 
United States: referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

On motion of Mr. LINN, it was ordered that the 
memmrial of the corporate authorities of St. Louis, 
praying Congress to re’mbarse certain sums of mo 
ney éxpended by them in improving the harbor of 
that city, be taken from the files of the Senate, 
end referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. LINN, on leave, introdaced a bill autho- 
rizing the relinquishment of the sixteenth section 
granted to the State of Missouri for school ` pur- 
pores, and entering other lands in lieu thereof; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. KERR presented the petition of the heirs of 


John Teackle, deceased, of Virginia, on the sub- 


jectofa claim, which be moved to be referred to 
the Seeretary of the Navy for adjustment; but af- 
ter some remarks by Mr. MERRICK, in support 
of that motion, and Mr, HUNTINGTON in oppo- 
sion to it, the petition was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Claims. 

Patitions were also presented by Messrs. MORE- 
HEAD, PORTER, BERRIEN, SEVIER, CLAY, 
and WALKER; tne names of the petitioners and 
the purport cf the petitions were not distinctly 
heard. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Commitice on Finance, 
made an unfavorable report on the petition of Wil- 
liam A. Whitehead, praying to be allowed a credit 
for certain amount cf debentures ignoraatly al- 
lowed. 

By Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on 
Finance: Fhe bill jo authorize the issue of Trea- 
sury notes, With amendments. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


O8 “motien of Mr. ALLEN, the amendments 
were ordered to_be printed. . 

Mr. EVAVS gave notice that he would call the 
bill wp to-morrow, 

_Mr. BATES, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, made adverse reports on the claims of George 
Johnson and of Mary Chase. 

On motion of Hr. CHOATE, the Commitiee on 
Pensions was discharged from the further consi- 


deration of ‘the petition of Thomas Harrison, an- 


‘officer in the late war with Great Britain, praying 
an increase of his penéion, to take effect from the 
date of his disability; and leave was granted him 
to withdraw his papers. 

THE NEUTRALITY LAW. 

Mr. RIVES reported a bill reviving the act 
passed in the year 1838, the object of which was to 
preserve peace with the possessions bordering upon 
ihe United States. He remarked that Ihe Presi- 
dent had called their attention to this subject ia a 
special message, and, in consequence, the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Relations deemed it proper to report 
the biil for the consideration of the Senate. ‘The 
bill was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Pensions, 
made an adverse report on the petition of Haanab 
Spring, formerly the widow of Jedediah Wilham, 
preying an increase of pension, 

Oa ‘he motion of Mr. MERREOK, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the manner in which the 
power supposed to exist for establishing special post offices has 
heen exercised; and ascertain the number of special post 
offices, and the effect of the same upon the revenne of the De- 
partment. = 

On the motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, it was 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy communicate to 
the Senate the number of vessels of war belonging to the navy 
during the years 1839, 1€40, and 1821, distinguishing those in 
commission from others in. ordinary; the respective classes, 
and the number of guns; also, the expenses of the navy for the 
same period, distinguishing between active service and ordi- 
nary, and the nuinber of officers and seamen; and, likewise, that 
the Secretary of the Navy furnish to the Senate similar infor- 
mation lor the years 1822 and 1824. , 

On the motion of Mr. MERRICK, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office end Post 


Roads inquire into the propriety of causing an additional num- 


ber of the laws regulating the conduct and management of that 
Department and its agents to be printed. 

The following engrossed biils were read the third 
time, and passed, viz: 

The bill for the relief of George W. Pascha; 

Pre pill for the relief of Huldsh Tucker; 

The bill for.the relief of George De Passan of 
Lovisians. 

The bill regulating commercial intercourse with 
the port of Cayenne, in the colony of French Gui- 
ana, ard to remit certain duiles; 

Tae bill for the relief ot Jacob Pennell and 
others, owners of the Eliza, of Brunswick; 

The bill for the relief of the Pium Island Bridge 
and Turspike Company; snd 

The bill forthe relief of John S. Billings. 

The Senste next pr: ceeded io the consideration 
of the proposition of Mr. Warner, to refer to the 
Commitee on the Judiciary a petition from New 
York, adv to the repeal of the Bankrupt law, 
with izstructions to report a bill amendatory of the 
law, including banks within its compulsory provi- 
sions; and such other amendaien‘s as the commit- 
tee might think advisable. 

Mr. KING remarked, that if the proposition of 
the Senator be passed ia iis present form, much 
@iffiulty would acise. Tt was well understood that 
many who were in favor of thatlaw could not 
bring themeelves to the determination to vote for 
such a billas the committee would be compelled 
to report, ur these instructions. If >t were de- 
sirable that amendments should be made to that 
law, to render it practicable in its operations, ke 
believed the correct course would be to leave dis- 
eretion with the committee to mature a bill; with 
that view, te hoped the Senator from Mississippi 
would modify the proposilion, so as to make itsim- 
ply a proposition of inquiry for the committee. 
Rar. K. could not, in view of the present distressed 
state of the country, and the deplorable condition 
of the banks, consent to vote for any amendment 
to apply to the banks the compulsory provision 
of the Bankrupt law. Such a course of policy at 
this tine would be disastrous to the banks, and pro- 
ductive of incalculable distress in the country, 
howsoever much he believed it might be beneficial 


under other circumstances. He believed. if the- 
banks were paying specie for their notes, such a 
provision would be beneficial by restraining thera 
trom overissues. But he confidently believed that ` 
if such an-act was to pass now, it would produce 
unmitigated evil and distress. 
the proposition of the Senator, if he would so mos 
dify it as-to-make it a proposition of inquiry. -< -.. 

Mr. ALLEN suggested that, if the instructions: 
were adopted in the present, in any form, and the’: 

„committee were compelled to report amendments ; 
in accordance therewith, it might have the effect to.. 
delay action on the repealing bill which came from 
the House this morning, on which prompt action ` 
was desirable. Time would be required by the 
committee to deliberate on the instructsons. 

Mr. KING said that was a matter of which the 
Senate could judge the propriety. Tne possibility 
was, that if the subject was thus referred to the 
committee, it would be expected that a reasonable 
time would be. allowed the committee for action. 
The law 1s to go into operation on the first of Fen 
bruary; and as it was desirable that that law should 
be smended, before it goes into operation, the 
Comrinittee on the Judiciary would no doubt feel 
themselves bound to take the subject into imme- 
diate consideration. f 

Mr. WAKLER did nct intend, by his motion, to 
delay action on the question of repeal. Though 
he should vote against the bill to repeal the bank- 
rupt law; vet he was in favor cf speedy action 
upon it. To prevent the delay apprehended, he 
modified the motion so as to make ‘t simply a pro- 

position to inquire into the expediency of reporting 

an amendment to the law, so asto include banking 
institutions within its compulsory provisions. 

The motion thus modified was agreed to. 

Oa motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, the Senate 
went into Executive session, and after some time 
spent therein, acjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tusspay, January 18, 1842. 
RANKRUP?T LAW. 

Mr. JOSEPH. R. INGERSOLL asked leave to 
offer the following resolation: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed . 
to report a. bill to establish a uniform system of bankruptey A 
throughout the United States, in which the imperfections of the ` 
law passed 19th August, 1841, which have been ascertained by 
investigation or pointed out by the country, may be corrected 
and its deficiencies supplied. 

Objections were made. 

Mr. JOSEPH R. INGERSOLL moved to sus- 
peed the rule, 

The SPEAKER ssid the motion was not in ore 
der—the Fouse being now engaged in business un- 
der a suspension of the rule. 

So the resolution was not received. 

Mr. STANLY made a renewed effort to. intro» 
duce the resolution heretofore offered by him, but 
not received, authorizing the Committee on Public 
Expenditures to employ a clerk. 

Mr. KEIM said if the gentleman insisted on his 
resolution he (Mr. K.) should have to move an 
amendment, authorizing the Committee on the 
Militia also to employ. a clerk. 

Mr. STANLY said he certainly should insist on 
it, because ii was necessary to the purposes of the 
investigation. 

Mr. TOURNEY, and other members, objected. 

So the resolution was not received. 

GUSTOM-HOUSE INVESTIGATION. 

Mr. LINN asked leave to offer the following re- 
solution, remarking that the information was im- 
portant and neorssary to the ection of the House 
as weil as of the committee of which he was a 
member? 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested 
to communicate to this House the report made by the commis: 
sioners, or any of them, who were appointed to investigate the 
affairs of the New York custom-house, together with all the 
correspondence in relation to any proceedings had in the courts 


of the Southern District cf New York, and arising out of such 
investigation. 


Mr. ROOSEVELT desired to offer an amend- 
ment. 

Mr. WM. C. JOHNSON made a remark, (not 
distinctly heard,) but which the Reporter under- 
stood to be in relation to the importance of the re- 
port. 


He would vote for : 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


But objections being made, 
not received. ` ; : 

Mr. LOWELL presented the depositions of 
Aaron L. Raymond, Richard Tinker, Charles 
Hutchings, and thirty-two others, to be used ia 
support of his right to a seat as the Representative 
of the district of Hancock and Washington, Maine. 
Also, certified copies of suadry papers and records 
in the office of the Secretary of State at Augusta, 


the resolution “was 


Maine, for the same object: which were re/erred ` 


to the Committee of Elections. 

Mr: BARNARD: asked the unanimous consent 
of the House to make a report from the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. Mr B.said he wished to 
introduce the bill that it might be printed and’ laid 
on the tables of members for their examination. 

Objected to. 

The SPEAKER then announced the next order 
of business to be the presentation of petitions and 
memorials, under the suspension of the rule of the 
7th instant. 

Tbe SPEAKER then called for petitions and 
memorials, commencing, where the call was sus 
pended on a former day, witb the State of Ken- 
tucky. They were presented by the following gen- 
tlemen, and were appropriately referred: 

Kentucky: Messrs. UNDERWOOD, 'TRIb- 
LETT, POPE, and SPRIGG. 

Tennessee: Messrs. ARNOLD, TURNEY, 
WATTERSON, C. JOHNSON, C. H. WIL- 
LIAMS, CARUTHERS, and MILTON BROWN. 

(Mir. Cave Jounson presented the petition of 
Hugh Johnson, asking a petition as an invalid, for 
wounds received in the last war. Also, of Edwin 
Hickman, administration of John P. Hickman, 
asking the settlement of his accounts as quarter- 
master in the campaign against ‘he Florida Indians. 
Also, resoluions passed by a meeting of the citizens 
of Memphis, asking the establishment cf an armo- 
ry at Memphis; which were ieferred to the appro- 
priate committees. | 

Georgia: Messrs. WARREN, HABERSHAM, 
GAMBLE, and MERIWETHER. 

{Mr.’Meniwutusn gave notice of leave to in- 
troduce two bills, viz: a bill to amend the act for 
the more equi'able administration of the navy pen- 
sion fund, and a bill to reduce the present military 
establishment of the United States.] 

South Carolina: Messrs. PICKENS, J CAMP- 
BELL, and also by the latter for Mr, Homes, who 
was absent from indisposition, 
© North Carolina: Messrs McKAY, WILLIAMS, 
STANLY WASHINGTON, and GRAHAM. 

Virginia: Messrs. GOGGIN, HOPKINS, BAR- 
TON, SUMMERS, POWELL, STEENROD, 
MALLORY, HARRIS, STUART, TALIAFER- 
RO, and SMITH. 

{Mr. Hopxins presented the petition of Jubn 
Carroll and 135 other citizens of Grayson county, 
Virginia, praying for the establishment of a post 
route from Christiansburg to Hillsville, in the State 
of Virginia; which, upon his motion, was referred 
to the Committee on the. Post Office and Post 
Roads., 

Mr. H also presented the petition of sundry ci- 
tizens of North Carolina and Virginia, praying the 
establishment of a post route from Jefferson, in the 
former, to Marion, in the latter State; which, 
upon his motion, was referred to the appropriate 
committee. 

Mr. H. also presented the petition of Sally Me- 
Craw,of Grayson county, Virginia, praying the 
passage of a law to place her name on the pension 
roll, in consideration of the services of her deceased 
husbandin the war of the Revolution; which, 
upon his motion, was referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Pensions.} l 

[Mr. Hannis presented the petition of John 
Monroe, of Warren county, Virginia, asking com- 
pensation for a wagon and team waich were de- 
stroyed by the Indians in Florida, in 1839, the said 
wagon and team, at the time they were destroyed, 
being in the service of the Waited States army.] 

[Mr. Srzmnacn presented the petition of a large 
number cf citizens of the United States, asking an 
appropriation for the construction of a bridge 
across the Ohio river at the city of Wheeling. He 
said this petition had been in his possession for 
some days, but he was not able before to present it 


in order. He also said he had received a petition 
from a large namber of citizens of Wheeling, ask- 
ing thatthe Bankrupt law might be amended to 
embrace corporations; bat as the bill to repeal this 
law had yesterday passed this House before he 


-could present this petition, he would witbhoid it, 


and send it to the Senate } 
[Mr. Gocern presented the petition of Wm. 
P a P > +a oe Fa 
Wingfield, of the county of Franklin, Virginia, 
praying for a pension. _ 

He also offered the folioving resoiution, stating 
that many vexatious delays to pensioners in the 
collection of their claims grew out of the provisions 
of the law as it. now stands.. Objection was made 
to the resolution, and it could not therefore be 
acted on, petitions only being in order: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of changing or re- 
pealiag the law of April 6th, 1833, (requiring pensions unclaim- 
ed for eight months to be returned tothe Treasury,) so as to 
authorize the payment of such pensions when demanded at the 
several pension agencies. } - 

Maryland: Messrs. SOLLERS, MASON, KEN. 
NEDY, WILLIAMS, and JOHNSON: 

Delaware: Mr. RODNEY. 

Pennsylvania: Mersrs. TOLAND, PLUMER, 
and HENRY. 


[M-. HENRY presented a petition from citizens 


of Pennsylvania, against limiting or impairing the 
constitutional right of petition, and praying that 
petitions for the abolition of slavery may be placed 
on the same fooling as ailothe:s. ° 

Tar. H. moved the reference of the petition to a 
select committee. 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL moved to lay the petition 
on the table. 

Mr. LINN asked the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered, and, being taken, were as follows: 


YRAS—Messrs, Landaf W. Andrews, Barton, Bidlack, 
Boyd, A. V. Brown, Milton Brown, Burke, Wm. Butler, Wil- 


liam O. Butler, Green: W. Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, John ] 


Campbell, Wiliam B, Campbvil, Thomas J. Campòell. Ca- 
ruthers, Cary, Casey, Chapman, Coles, Cross, Garrett Davis, 
Dawson, Dean, Deberry, Eastman, John C. Edwards, Charles 
A. Floyd, Forsance, Goggin, Gordon, Green, Gwin, Haber- 
sham, Harris, Hays, Houck, Houston, Wubard, Hunter, Charles 
J. Ingersoll, J. R. Ingersoll, Jack, Wiiliam Cost Johnson, 
Keim, Lewis, Abraham McClellan, Robert McClellan, Mal- 
lory, Marchand, Thomas F. Marshall, John Thompson Mason, 
Mathews, Medil!, Meriwether, Miller, Moore, Newhard, Par. 
tridge, Payne, Pierce, Pickens, Pope, Powell, Profit Rayner, 
Reding, Reynolds, Riggs, Rogers, Roosevelt, Saunders, Shaw, 
Shields, Solers, Sprigg, Stanly, Steenrod, John T. Stuart, 
Summers, Sweney, Taliaferro, R. W. Thompson, Triplett, 
‘Furney, Van Buren, Wallace, Washington, Watterson, Weiler, 
Westbrook, James W. Williams, Lewis Willioms, and ©, H. 
Williams—93 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Sherlock J. Andrews, Ar- 
nold, Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Birdseye, Boardman, 
Borden, Brewster, Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, Jeremiah 
Brown, Burnell, Childs, Chittenden, John ©. Clark, Staley 
N. Clarke, Cowen, Cranston, Cushing, Richard D. Davis, Doig, 
Everett, Ferris, Fillmore, John G. Floyd, A. Lawrence Foster, 
Gates, Giddings, Patrick G. Goode, Granger, Gustine, Halsted, 
lienry, Howard, Hudson, Hunt, James Irvin, Wm. W. Irwin, 
James, Andrew Kennedy, Lawrence, Linn, Lowell, Alfred 
Marshall, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, May- 
nard, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Ramsey, Ridgway, Wm. Rus. 
sell, James M, Russell, Saltonstall, Sanford, Simonton, Slade, 
Truman Smith, Tillinghast, Tomlinson, Trumbull, Underwood, 
Van Rensselaer, Thomas W. Williams, Winthrop, Yorke, 
Augustus Young, and John Young—75, 


So the petiticn was laid on the table.} 

Pennsylvania: Messrs. MARCHAND, W. W. 
IRWIN, BIDLACK, and JAMES. 

[Mr. JAMES presented a petition of citizens of 
Pennsylvania in relation to certain alleged viola- 
tions of the Constitution in the freedom of speech 
and of the press, &c. &. 

The qnesiion of reception was raized by Mi. 
WISE. 

And a motion was made by Mr. HOPKINS to 
lay the petition on the table. 

Mr. JAMES asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and, being taken, were—yeas 88, 
nays 73. f 

So the petitien was laid on the table. 

Mr. JAMES also presented another petition; 
praying Congress to look into the laws of the Dis. 
tict and Territories, and repeal every Uting there- 
in inconsistent with the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence, and the principle of doing to others as we 
would have others do to us, &e. 

The question of reception was raised by Mr. 
WISE, and a motion to lay it on the table. 

Mr. J. asked the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered, and, being taken, were—yeas 82, nays 76. 

So the petition was Jaid on the table.] 

Pennsylvania: Messrs. C. J, INGERSOLL, 


‘FORNANCE, and J, R: INGERSOLL, COOPER. 


BEESON, IRVIN, LAWRENCE, C. BROWN; 


and PLUMER. — : Di ERI 
{Mr. Fornance presented a memorialfrom one 


his constituents relative to the proposed . revision of. 


the'tarif. The following is an’ extract. from-th 
memorial: > RT Rg eBay 

“Thave,as you know, always been opposed toa. high: tarin” 
I cangpeak from experience of twenty years as a cotton spiny... 
ner andcotton cloth manufacturer, Minimum duties, ata fixed > ` 


low value, would be the most equal in every port of entry, ahd. . 
the least subject to false invoices and perjury at. our custom 


- honses.. I wouldbe willing to fix the valuation at_ one-halfthe - i 


old standard, (say. at 15. cents the square yard instead of 30... 
cents, the old standard,) on all plain, brown, or bleached muslin, ~ 
on which valuation I should fix the duty permanently, at 20.per. ° 
cent. instead of 25 per cent. as formerly. ` EEE 
“I would fix the minimum price cr value of- all twilled, 
stained, painted, prints or colored cotton goods at 20 cents. the 
square yard, and a fixed duty of 20 per cent: on that price, This 
would enable our calico printersto fairly compete with Euros- 
pean labor, and the capitalist could go on to make the finer fae . 
brics, whilst the poorer manufacturer would-be able to make 
the coarser and more common fabric. These are my candid 
views. {uow run, at Norristown, upwards ofeleven thousand ». 
spindles 1n my cotton works, and one hundred and thirty power 
looms. IfI were to weave all the yarn I spin,-it- would pro- 
duce 12,000 yards ofcalico muslin pes day, and consume annu. ; 
ally abou: 1500 bales of cotton. : 


“and now permit me to saya word on. the subject of cur. 
rency. łam clearly of opinion that all large moneyed powers 
are at variance withthe industry, frugality andi the pirti.. 
ous integrity of the country. They inflate the currencyy, en- . 
courage luxury, and foster extravagance in dress and furniture, 
which impoverishes the consumer at ‘home whilst it enriches: 
the producer abroad. I never could give my consent to any’. 
moneyed power todeal in foreign exchanges, anymore than T, 
would permit them to become importers or manufacturers. “In: 
a word, 1 would cever grant to acerporationto do what every ' 
individual has the righi to do. Letthe merchant ship our pro- 
duce abroad and draw his billagainst his shipment. This is the 
plain, simple, old fashioued way oi doing business, before bank 
swinulers stepped in to put down individual enterprise and ma: : 
nopoliznd all the exchanges of our now bleeding, prostrate, yet 
beloved country. i 


“P.S, Repeal the ‘ex post facto’ law of the late session, the 
unjust Bankrupt law.” i i : 

Mr. FORNANCH ssid’ that, in presenting this 
letisr or memorisl, he bad no hesitation in saying © 
it was foll of rath; that it contained many impor 
tant facts and opinions, that would be responded to 
by a large portion of all parties in his district; that 
jtcame from one whose experience and attention 
to the manufacture of cotton, bad made him famis ~ 
Har with the wants and interests of that portion of 
the people. This memorial proposes to reduce, 
rather than increase, ths duty upon muslin. Mr: 
F. said he did not wish to be understood to: say, 
ihat this memoria] preposed to reduce the duties. 
below what they would be nex! July; for, under the 
home valuation, it was very uncertain what the ` 
duty weuld be; bat the memonialist proposed re-. 
dusi e daty mach below what jtis now. The 
memorial thas disproves and denies what has been 
asserted so often in this Honse, “that the manufac- 
turers from the North have been here, from 1816 ` 
to the present time, demanding more protection” - 
This memorial disproves such charges, and goes fo + 
show that the interes! of our manufactures demands 
that we should not Jevislate for them, instead of 
begging Congress to legislate for them. 

This memorial shows still further the influence 
tha! Government excha reguin'ors will always 
have upon the labor of tär This is an 
opinion, itis true, but it is the opinion of a practi- 
eal and tainki long and devoted ate 

z i im the evils of an 
inflated currency, the paralyzicrg effect of bloated 
exchange. 'Yhis memorial contains truths that le- 
2, when they come from 
as the auibor of this letter, 
ufacturers, farmers, 
timony before this 


ipy 
P Sa 


and mechaaics, ¥ 

House to the sarc 

The memorial wa 
RManefaciures, and ordered to be printed.) 
THE BANKRUPT LAW. 

(Me. J. R. INGERSOLL offered a petition 

à Lof ihe Bankrupt law; which pe- 


red to the Committee on 
a 


against the repes 
tition he r to the Commitiee on the 
Judiciary, i ns to inguire into the ex- 
vediency of reporting a bill to establish a uniform 


‘em of bankruptcy throughout the United 
States, in which the imperfections of the act of 


cies supplied. . ; 
Mr. L moved the previous question. 
And there was a second. 


` 


And the main question. (being on the instruc- 
tions) was ordered to be taken. 

And by ayes 83,. noes 50, the instructions were 
agreed to. : ; 

A message was received from the Senate, asking 
the concurrence of this House in certain bills 
passed ‘by the former body. See Senate proceed. 


ings. Pty f 
Mr. COOPER of Pennsylvania. on leave, offered 
the following resolution; which was adopted: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to com- 
yunicate to this House all instructions given to the Commis-- 


sioner who negotiated the treaty with the Caddo Indians on 
thé lst of July, 1835, also, all the documents, correspondence, 
and papers, with thé endorsements thereon, relative to, the ne- 
gotiation and execution of the said treaty, which may be in 
possession of the Deparunent, Aad the said Secretary is 
fufther directed to communicate to this House all information 
in his‘po session relative to the boundaries of the Indian terri- 
tory ceded to: the United: States by said treaty; also to reserva- 
tions of Jand under the same ia favor of any person or per- 
sons; the rightof the reservees to the land reserved; also whe- 
therthe amount stipulated by the treaty to be paid to the In- 
dians has been paid; if so, whether in money or merchandise; 
if the latter, what was its realvalue; also, all information rela- 


ting to the payment ef the same in possession of the Depart- i 


ment.J f 
[Mr, PLumer presented a joint memorial from 
the Town Council and citizens of Erie, Pennsyl- 
vania, expressed in general meeting, December 2, 
1841, to Congress, repr:senting the necessity of an 
appropriation for he improvement and immediate 
repair of Presque Isle Harbor, at Erie, Pennsylya- 
nia. ; , 
“Also, three petitions numerously signed by eiti- 
eens of Northwest Pennsylvania, asking an appro- 


priation to: repair and complete the harbor of 


Prezque Isle, at Erie, Pennsylvania | 

New Jersey: Messrs. AYCRIGG, STRATTON, 
MAXWELL, HALST? AD, snd YORKE. 

New York: Messrs. CHILDS. LINN, HUNT, 
MORGAN, BARNARD, ani GRANGER, 

(Mr. Finumorz asked ieave to cffer g resolution, 
ealbng on the State Department for a tadle exhi- 
biting a comparative sia‘ement between the tariff 
of other nations and that of the United States. 

Mr. Prorrir objected.}- 

Mr. GRANGER presented a petition in relation 
to the transmission of publications or pamphlets 
(as the Reporter thinks) through the post office. 

A question of recep'ion was raised, and a motion 
was made to lay the petition on the table. 

Pending which, anc on motion of Mr, MAL- 
LORY, 

The House adjourned. 

The following petiticns and memorials, in addi- 
tion to those noiiced above, were presented in the 
course of the day, and appropriately referred: 

By Mr. HENRY: The petition of Ebenezer 
Byers, of Mereer county, Pennsyivania, a soldier 
of the Revolutionary and Indian wars, praying for 
a pension. 

Petition of John. Javins, of Beaver county, 
Pennsylvania, a soldier of the late war, praying for 
a pension on account of an injury received by a 
catnon. 

Petition of Christopher Doughty, of Alleghany 
county, Pennsylvania, a soldier of the Revolutioz, 
praying for additional pension. 

Petition of 331 citizens of Beaver county, Penn- 
sylvania, and Jefferson county, Ohio, praying for 
protection on American manufactures, particularly 
iron, wollen goods, aad silks. 

Petition of Josiah Wrestake, of Mercer county, 
Pennsylvania, praying fur arrears of pension which 
was withheld from him; taken from the files, 
and referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
Sons. 

Petition of George Cassiday, a soldier of the late 
Chippewe, 


‘ pewa town- 
nsyivania, praying Gon- 
vy rule limiting or imparing 
the cons of petition; but that petitions 
on the sabject slavery y ve plaved on the 
same footing ofall ott 

Petition of 35 eltizens pewa township, 
Beaver county, prs Congress to repeal the 
law authorizing slavery im te District ef Colum- 


bia. 
By Mr. LAWRENCE: Tae petition of James 


ship, Beaver county, 
gress not fo ad 


of 
5 Di 
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Gray, a soldier ofthe late war, who was wounded 
in the batle on Lake Erie, praying for a pen- 
sion. EN 

The petition of Hon. Thomas H. Baird, rela- 
tive to the currency. % MMe 

Resolution relative to the establishment of a 
mail route from Danningsville, through Munn- 
town,to Hlarriev’s.on the Washington and Pitts- 
burgh turepike. 


Petition of Rober: Milligan, praying an increase 


of pension, i f 
Petition of Mary McFee, widow of Gilbert Me- 


Fee, praying for a pension. 


Petiticn. of citizens of Chambersburg, praying 
that provision may be made for the support of the 
widow of David Ross Crawford, a passed mid- 
shipman, who was drowned in the Delaware on 
the 25:h day of July last, in attempting to save 
ihe life of a seaman. 

On motion of Mr. GRAHAM, the following re- 
solutions were presented and feferredto the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


Resolved, Vhat the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads ve mistructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing the following mail rouces in North Carolina: 

Ist. From Ashville, by Turkey creek anl Spring. creek, in 
Buncombe county, and by Fine’s creek and Crab Tree, in Hay- 
wood c :unty, to Waynes h 7 

24. From Scroop Mnloe’s on Shoal creek, in Haywood county, 
by Mark Coleman’s and Wm. E. Mclkee’s, in Macon county, 
and by Thomas Cochrane’s, on Cheoa, to Jamesville, ia Chero- 
kee connty. i 

3d. From Rutherfordton, by, the new town of Shelby, in 
North Carolina, to Yorkville, in South Carolina. i 

4th. From Shelby to South Point, in Lincoln county, 

5th. From Pleasant Gardens, in North Carolina, by Grassy 
creek and Rock creek, in Yancy county, to Jonesboro’, in Ten- 
nessee. 


By Mr. HARRIS: The petition of Jobn Mon. 
roe, cf Warren county, Virginia, asking eompen- 
gation for a wagonand team, which were desiroved 
by the Indians in Fiorida in 1839; the said wagon 
and team, at the ime they were destroyed, being 
in the service of the United Siates army. 

By Mr. HALSTED: Tre petition and remor- 
stranee of N. N. Giraalt, a citizen of New Jer- 
sey, agains: the repeal of the bankrupt law. 

Also, depositions taken in the case of ihe con- 
tested election from Fiorida. 

By Mr. PICKENS: The petition of M. C. Mor- 
decai, of Charleston, praying relief from the ope- 
ration of the act passed at the last session of Con- 
recs imposiog additional duties on importations 
trade in the brig Abraham. : 

By Mr. MALLORY: The petition of John R. 
King; which was referred to the Committee on 
Wavai Affairs. : 

By Mr. JAMES IRVIN: The petition. of Sa- 
muel McElhan, a soldier of the Revolution, pray- 
ing for a pension. 

Also, the petition of Joseph Brown, a soldier 
of the late war, praying for a pension. 

By Mr. BARNARD: The petition of James 
Eights for relief. 

Also, 22 remonstrances from citizens of Albany, 
Watervieit, Troy, Newburg, Corning, and New 
York, in the State of New York, the remonstrants 
in all numbering 2,306, against the repeal or post- 
ponement of the Bankrupt law. 

Alsa, the petition of the manufacturers of to- 
bacco in the city of Albany, New York, for an in- 
crease of duty on imported cigars. 

By Mr. LINN: ‘Fhe remonstrance of 90 citi- 
zens of Schenectady, New York, against any in- 


ico, a like remonstrance, of 63 citizens of the 


Shine piace, 


Also, a ike remonstrance of §1 citizens of th 
same 


place. 

lso, the application of the heirs of Jemima 

, deceased, to have her name placed on the 

m list, under the act of July 4, 1836. 

the petition of 76 citizens of the county cf 

, New York, praying for several obfecis 

ion to slavery. 

Bir. HUNT said be had had in his possession a 

greri number of remonstraaces from various parts 
F t the repeal, post- 


of tbe State of New York agai 
ponemen!, or modification at present of the Bank- 
rept law; buthe had no opportunity, under the 
rales, of presenting those papers. 

Healso had bad one from his own district, 


| praying amendments, or rather perhaps a repeal of 
the law, inasmuch as, amongst o-her things, it pros 

-posed to make the law prospective. But, after the 
action of this House yesterday, he had sent all his 
own papers on this subj ct to the Senate, where 
they would be prevented, and where, he trasted,. 
they might have their proper weight in inducing 
that body to arrest what he considered most unpar- 
donable legislation of this House. He made this 
statement in order that those who had honored him 
with their papers might understand what had been 
done with them, and why he had given them the 
direction mentioned. 

By Mr. ARNOLD: a memorial and remon- 
strance against the postponement or repeal of the 
Bankrupt law, signed by John P. Van Buren and 
various other persons of New York, including 
twenty-three of the varicus professions and occu- 
pations of society. He said he had had this re- 
monstrance against the postponement or repeal of 

| the Bankrupt law in his hands for several days, but 
by the action of the majority of this House, he. 
had been denied the privilege of presenting it, The 
bill repealing the Bankrupt law had now passed 
this House. and he felt as though the voice of the 
people had been stifled. He said he hardly 

| knew what to do with the remonstance now. He 
said, if there were a commiice on executory de- 
vices and last wills 224 testamenis in this House, 
he would move iis reference to that committee; but, 
as there was no such committee, he moved its re- 
ference to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. MAXWELL: A petition of Abraham 
Williamson and 48 others, citizens of Chester, in 
the county of Morris, New Jersey, praying the re- 
peal of all laws requiring the mail to be carried 
and post offices opened on the Sabbath in violation 
of the laws of almost all the Staies of the Union, 
and of the law of God. Mer. M. said that he cor- 
curred fully in the prayer of the petition; and, 
though he had no_ hope of its success during the 
present session, he asked its reference to the Come 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. The 
petition was referred accordingly. 

Mr. M. also presented the memorial of James 
Hall and 91 others, citizens of the city of New 
York, remonstrating against the repeal of the Bank- | 
runt ‘aw; and the memoria! of John Kerns, jr. and 
53 others, eitizens of Belvidere, New Jersey, ask- 
ing the repeal of the Bankrupt law. 

By Mr. ©. J. INGERSOLL: The petitions of 
James Ware, for an invalid pension, and of Eli- 
zabeth Brown, for a Revoiutionary pension. 

Also, the pe itisn of E'ijah Bingham and others 
against, and of James I. Dunan and others for, the 
repeal of the Bankrupt law. 

By Mr. SUMMERS: A remonstrance from 158 
citizens of Wheeling, against the repeal of the 
Bankrupt law. Mr. 5. stated that he had received 
the remonstrance some days since, and although he 
had felt. constrained to vete for ihe bill which had 
passed the House yesterday, yet it would have af- 
forded him great pleasure to have presented it to 
| the House; but he had had no cpportniiy to do so, 

according to the rules of the House, since its re- 

ception. Upon his motion, the remonstrance was 
laid upon the table. 

By Mr. BARTON: The petiiions of James 
Wagener, for an invalid pension; of William and 
S. P. Anderson, praying an indemnity tor a loss 
sustained at the pest office in Baltimore; and of 
John Kerns, for a pension on account of services 
in the United States army. 

$ r W. W. IRWIN: ihe potition of Charles 
o fer ihe change of the name of “Presque 
Isle,” Pennsylvania Collection District, to that of 
“Erie” And for aninerease in hiysalary as col- 
lector of the revenue and inspcelor of the district 
and pert ef Presque Isle, Pennsyivania. 

Tue memorial of Edward Simpson and 306 other 
citizens cf Alleghany contty,ia the Common- 
wealth of Pennsylvania, representing mibions of 
propery, and men of all parti d professions 
acknowledging the relation of ereditor as well as 
that of debtor, and respeeifally bnt carnestly Tee 
monstrating against the interierence of Congress 
withthe Bankrupt law passed at the late special 
sessicn, either by amendment, postponement, or 
repeal, until it hes received a fair practical trial. 


BY BLAIR AND RIVES. 
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The memorial of H. B. Green and 44 other citi. 
zens of said county and Siate, containing a like ze- 


-‘monstrance, 


The memorial of Hugh McDonnell and. 43 
others, citizens of Harrisburg, in said Common- 
wealth, containing a like remonstrance, 

The memorial of Joseph A. Bonnell and 75 
other citizens of nothwestern Pennsylvania, praying 
asvfficient appropriation of money to repair and 
complete the works already in progress of con- 
Struction at the harbor of Erie, on Lake Erie, in 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

The memorial of Town Council and citizens of 
Erie, in Pennsylvania, praying an appropriation 
for. the improvement and immediate repair of 
Presque Isle harbor. . 

The papers of William Putnam, a soldier of the 
ate war, praying for relief. 


IN SENATE. 
Wenwnaspay, January 19, 1842, 

-Memorials remonstrating against the modifice- 
tion, postponement, and repeal of the Bankrupt 
law, were presented by Messrs. EVANS, TALL- 
MADGE, BUCHANAN, MANGUM, and 
CLAY, and referred to the Commitice on the Ju- 
diciary. ; 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented a memorial from 
the Chamber of Commerce of New York, asking 
certain modifications er amendments of the Bank- 
rupt law, 

Mr. BAYARD presented a memorial praying 
the repeal of the Bankrupt law. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a petition from ei- 
tizens of Philadelphia, asking for a repeal of the 
Bankrupt law, unless certain amendments be made 
thereto in accordance wiih the opinions of the pe- 
litioners. 

Mr. BENTON presented a petition from the 
city of New York, praying that the Bankfupt law 
may be repealed. 

Mr, ALLEN presented a petition from citizens 
of Ohio and Virginia, praying that an amendment 
may be made to the Bankrupt law, including all 
incorporated bodies, .and especially banks and 
bankers, whether incorporated or not. The signers 
to tLe memorial, he said, were among the most re- 
spectable ciizens of the United States. If the law 
was unconstitutional, it was for the want of that 
uniformity which the Constitution contemplated. 
One class were excepted by the law of the last ses- 
sion: that is the banks. So long, therefore, as that 
clasare excepted, there cannot be the uniformity 
which is so desirable, and which, by the Constitu- 
tion, is indispensable. To rake the aet eonfor- 
mable to the Constitution, all classes must be in- 
cluded: referred to the Jadiciary Commitice. 

Mr. EVANS presented the petition of Isaac 
Davenport, praying remuneration for the Revolu. 
tonary services of his father: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims, 

Oa motion of Mr. BAYARD, the petition of 
Com. Chailes Ridgley was ordered to be taken 
fromthe files of the Senate and referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a petition from ci- 
tizons of northwestern Pennsylvania, praying Con- 
gress to make an appropriation to improve the har- 
bor of Erie, and carry on the werks which: have 
been already commenced, and which will be de- 
stroyed if no appropriation be made for that pur- 
pose: referred to the Commutee on Commerce. 

Mr. KING presented the. joint resolution of the 
Legislature of Alabama, asking that Congress 
may establish certain post routes in that State, 
which, he observed, was a matter of great impor- 
tance so far as regarded the intercourse between 
different sections of Alabama: referred to the Gom- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 

Mr. SMITH, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which the subject had been referred, re- 
pord a bill for the relief of Thomas M. Jrett; 
which was read, and ordered to be printed. 


The following resolution, submitted by Mr. Ar- 


| LEN on Monday last, was taken up. for considera- 


tion: . i 

_ Resolved, Thatthe Secretary of the Treasury be directed:to 
inform the Senate, as soon as practicable, whether, in his opi- 
nion; the Government can, in the present exigency of its finan- 
cial affairs, be carried on without either recalling toits service 
the revenue derived from the sales of the public domain, and 
which, by.an existing act, is set apart for distribution to the 
States, or without drawing from the people, in addition to theit 
present taxes, an amount.equal.to that revenue; and in conse- 
quence of its distribution, by means of increasing the taxeg 
now levied upon them in the form of tariff daties; or, by im- 
posing a new and direct tax upon them; or, by borrowing upon 
their credit, in the form of direct loans, .or of Treasury notes, 
tobe paid eventually out of their labor and property. And if, 
in his opinion, the Government cannot be sò carried on, 
without thus recalling theland revenue, or increasing the taxes, 
or the loans to an amount equal to that revenue; and, in con- 
sequence of its distribution, then which.of those alternatives 
will, inhis opinion, be the most economical to the people: ithe 
recall of that revenue, the taxes, or the loans? Also, that he be 
directed to lay before the Senate the estimates and the reasons 
upon which such his opinions may.be founded. 


Mr. EVANS said he would like to hear from the 
Senator who submitted the resolution, what parti- 
cular informatiomhe wished to call for which had 
not been already communicated to Congress in the 
annual report of the Secretary of the Treasury and 
other documents from the Departments. All that 


the Secretary could report in compliance with the . 


resolution, was substantially to be found in thatre- 
port. Unless the Senator wished a repetition of the 
information which was in it, he saw no use for the 
adoption of the resolution, 

Mr. ALLEN remarked that he would like the 
Senator from Maine to refer to that part of the an- 
nual report cf the Secretary of.the Treasury, or 
other documents from the Department, which in- 
formed Congress whether it was more economical 
to divide the money received from the publie lands, 


and to tax the people to supply the deficit occasion- - 


ed in the Treasury thereby, or to retain those pro- 
ceeds from the public lands in the Treasury. to 
carry on the operations.of the Government, and to 
omit the additional taxation oh the people. That 
was his answer to the Senator. i 

Mr. EVANS replied that the object of the resolu- 
tion seemed to be to call on the Secretary for his 
opinion. Hle saw no necessity for it, and moved 
to lay the resolution on the table. 

Mr. ALLEN hoped that that would not be done, 
as he desired to have an opportunity to make a few 
yemarks upon the subject, 

Mr. EVANS would, then, withdraw his m 
tion. 

Mr. ALLEN, in reply, read from the Jaw defin- 
ing the duties of the Secretary of the Treasury, in 
which it declared that he is to report to -Congress 
fall information in relation to the condition of the 
public finances. He observed that the Secretary 
of the Treasury is charged specially by the law 
with that branch of the public service; and he is 
supposed to be officially in a position to furnish 
that information which will give Congress the most 
accurate knowledge of the public finances and re- 
sources. To say that the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury is no more competent to express an opinion 
on the subject of finances and resources than 
Congress, i8 to say nothing at all. Congress is as 
competent to pass judgment on what is before it, ss 
the Seeretary of the Treasury. Yet the same Con- 
gress which passed the act defining his duty, 
thought it necessary to require him to inform Con- 
gress fully of the condition of the finances. ft has 
been always the practice of Congress to call for 
such information as this. No later than lest ses- 


j sion the Senator from Kentucky submited a reso- 


lution calling on the Secretary of the Treasury for 
certain information, and requiring an expression 
of opinion. It was not necessary to read that re- 
solution as an illustration. The present resolution 
can do no harm—none whatever, It is right 
and proper that the people should know the 
exact state of the finances now, and what is 
is likely to be the state of the finances in tine to 
come. Itis right they should know this from the 


high authority to which they have committed such 
| an important trust, If it were under his advice, 


that-any friend of ‘his made a mo‘ion io ini 
resolution which asked. his” information “a 
nion, and his statement of facts for Congr 
should blush for the Secretary’ of the T. 
If he could:bring himself to think that it was with 
his sanction any one on the floor could make uch 
a motion, he would blush for him. ‘What he, (Mr. 
ALLEN,} and those with: whom he coincided in/opi- 
nion, wanted, was information’as to the real effect 
of the Distribution act, from the authority at whose 
hands the people had a right to expect official in- 
formation. He and his friends had said from thé 
beginning, and he and they now intended to prove, 
that, according to this: odious act, ‘the whole and, 
sole gbject, as the effect demonstrates, is tolay a 
new tax on the people. This would'be proved on 
the originators of that meastire, dnd let’ them 
stand before the country on the result: in its true 
colors. sue ieee ea 
From what he had heard of the Secretary of e 


Treasury, not from any thing he had'seén= 
believed he-should not know him: if he met hima : 
but from what he had heard, it was his opinion that 
he, at least, would not shrink from this. inquiry. 
He firmly believed he would givea clear and satis» 
factory statement in reply to this resolution, if the 
inquiry were permitted to go to him, even’ though 
his statement should throw a dark cloud over that . 
mass of measures which were consummated at the 
extra session. 

[Here a message was received from. the House 
of Representatives, communicating that the House 
had adjourned as a tribute of respect for the death 
of the Hon. Davis Dimmocr, jr. a member from 
Pennsylvania. ] ; pa 

These. were the reasons why he and his friends 
sought for the information required by the resoln= 
tion. They wanted to get the facts out, and to 
ascertain from the head of the Treasury Depart- 
ment whether or not, if the Land Distribution act go 
into effect, it will be necessary, in consequence of 
that distribution, to the amount of the money’ diš- 
tributed, to increase taxaticn, or supply thé defi- 
cieucy thus occasioned by borrowing, or other 
means inducing new taxation. .This was what 
they wanted to know upon the authority. of the 
Secretary of the Treasury. They wanted to know 
from bim, if this distribution is made, whether the 
Government can get along without other resources 
in ifs stead, and not, whether the resources:to sup 
ply its place are not eventually to. be. met by fresh 
taxation. To this there could be no reasonable 
objection, If there was, he should like the Sena- 
tor from Maine to put it in a more tangible form, 
than he had yet done. i 

Mr. EVANS said he was not satisfied, from 
what the Senator szid, that there was necessity for 
the passage of the resolution. He could loek over 
and examine the documents, and see what was the 
condition of the Trearury. He presumed that Sena- 
tors were well able to comprehend, from the facts 
before them, the condition of the Snances of the 
Government}, without the opinions of the Secretary 
ot the Treasury. He did not deny the right of the 
Senate to call on the Deparimenis for information 
or facts, but he believed the power was exhausted 
there—that no rightexisted to extort opinions. He — 
renewed the motion to lay on the able. 

Mr. ALLEN demanded the yeas and nays on 
the motion to lay the resolution on the fable. F 

Mr. RIVES (the motion to lay on the fable being 
withdrawn for the purpose) remarked that he would 
vote against the resolution, not because it called for 
information from the Secretary, (which from policy 
should be withheld,) but because it proposed to 
elicit an areumentative report. That was his Teas 
son for voting against it. But, at the same time, 
he intended, if no other Senator did, to propose a 
resolution calling for additional information from 
the Secretary, upon the subject of the financial con- 
dition of the Government. ; : 

Mr. KING suggested the propriety of withdraw- 


ing the motion for the yeas and nays, and let the 
| resolution be laid on the table for the present, ang 


it could then be taken up at pleasure, and amended | 


to-suit the wishes of the Senator from Virginia, [Mr. 
Rivzs,]so'as to make it simply-a call: for informa- 
tion, ‘Too-effect that object, the resolution could lie 
„ón the table till to-morrow. ; 

- Mr. ALLEN said he would modify. the part of 
“the résolution which seemed. to be objectionable to 


` the Senators’on the other, side, by striking out the 


“swords this reasons:” that would do away with any 
“objection. |. = Ei AN are we 
“Mt. EVANS was not satisfied with that, and re- 
marked that it would be quite as-easy to adopt such 
resolution as the Senator from Virginia might here- 
after introduce, and persisted in his motion to lay 
“the resolution on the table. ce z 
_ Mr. ARCHER made some remarks in opposi- 
., tion to the resolution, which were not distinctly 
heard. 
. The yeas and nays having been ordered on the 
motion to lay the resolution on the table, the ques- 
tion was put, and decided in the affirmative—yeas 
24, nays 17, as follows: 
YEAS—‘iessrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bay- 
` ard, Berrien, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Clay- 
ton, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, 
Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Phelps, Porter, Pren- 
tiss, Preston, Rives, Smith of Indiana, Southard, 
Tallmadge, and White—24. 
NAYS—Mesars. Allen, Benton, Bachanan, Cal- 
houn, Fulton, King; Linn, McRoberts, Mouton, 
- Pierce, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, 
: Tappan, Williams, Woodbury, and Young—17. 
- On motion of Mr. KING, a petition. praying re- 
muneration for property destroyed by the Seminole 
Indians, was ordered to be taken from the files, and 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 


“Mr. KING submitted a resolution as follows: 
Resolved, That the Postmaster General be, and he is hereby, 
‘directed to re examine the case of George Whitman, a con. 
tractor for carrying the mail from Mobile to New Orleans, and 
make to hin such allowance as may be just and proper. 


Mr, KiNG made some remarks, showing the 
justness of the claim, which he said would be rea- 
dily settled by the present Postmaster Goneral, if it 
were not fer the opinion of the late "Attorney Ge- 
ney General, which has established . the precedent 
that one. Auditor or other cfficer of the Govern- 
ment had the right to re-audit the acccunts of a 
predecessor, without the authority of Congress. 
This resolution proposed to give such authority. 
‘The Postmaster General in his lever to the mover, 
atknowledged that there was somethin due to the 
person named in the resolution, and showed his 
willingness to settle the same, if it were not for the 
precedent established by the opinion of the Attor- 
ney General. 

Mr. PHELPS remarked that if the resolution 
was adopted, it would be conclusive on the maiter. 
He was in faver of referring the subject to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Pest Roads for 

+ examination; and if they found that there was me- 
rit in the case, a resolution could be reported by the 
committee referring it tothe Postmaster General 
for adjustment. 

Mr. KING remarked that there- was no contro- 
versy about the claim. The Postmaster General 
believed it just, but is prohibited by the opinion of 
the Attorney General from re-examining the ac- 
counts, and re-adjusting the claim. 

Mr. ARCHER was in favor of referring the re- 
solution io the comurzities proposed, on the ground 
that if the resolution was passed in its preseat form, 
it would operate as an appropriation of money, 

My. KING replied, aad si i that it would 
not. 

The resolution was then referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

The adverse reports of the Committee on Pen- 
sions on the petitions of Mary Geald, Piniel Peek, 
and George Johnson, were severally taken up as 
in committee of the whole, and concurred in. 

Mr. HENDERSON, from the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, reperied back to the Senate, 
without amendment, tie bill for the relief of Yal 
lerian Allan. 

Mr. PHELPS made a motion to substitute ano- 
ther Senator.on the Committee on Revoluticnary 
Claims inthe place of Mr. Curmser?, who has 
not yet appeared in his seat in the Senate, whieh, 
after some remarks by Messrs. PHELPS, BER- 


"RIEN, KING, and MANGUM, as to the proprie- 


“the Senator from Georgia. 


ty of. appointing an -additional member on the 
committee for the present, and waiting the arrival 
of the Senator from Georgia; and by Mr. BEN- 


, TON and PIERCE on the propriety and jastice of 
-abolishing the entire committee to prevent action 


on the mass of fraudulerit claims before the com- 
mittee, the question was put, and the PRESIDENT 
pro tem. was authorized to appoint a substitute for 


Jo 8 su ay 
The Senate proceeded to consider, gs in commit- 


‘tee of the whole, the following Yill frém the House 


of Representatives, for.the-issug of Freasury notes: 

Be it enacted, &e; That the Presidegt of the United States is 
hereby authorized to cause Treasury: notes fo be issued and re- 
issued in place of those redeemed, for sich gum or sums as the 
exigencies of the Government may reqğirej but not exceeding 
the sum of five millions of dollars of thig ej ission outstanding 
at any one time, and to be issued under limitations of other 
provisions contained in the act entitled “Af act to authorize the 
issuing of Treasury notes,” approved thg twelfth of Oc ober, 
one thousand eight hundred and. thirty-seyen, except that the 
authority hereby given to issue Treasury notes shall expire at 
the end ofone year from the passage of this act: Provided, 
That the amount of Treasury notes which may be issued under 
authority of this act shall be deemed and- taken in lied of so 
much of the loan authorized by the act of July twenty-ficst, one 
thousand eight hundred and forty-one. . k g 

This bill was reported from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, with the following amendments, viz: to strike 
out after the word “issued,” the words ‘‘reissued 
in place of those redeemed;” and to insert after the 
word “require” the words ‘‘and-in place of such of 
the same as may be redeemed, to cause others to 
be issued.” 

These amendments, Mr. EVANS remarked, 
were bat verbal, and were recommended by the Fi- 
nance Committee under the belief that, if the bill 
was passed as returned frem the House, it might 
be construed to compel the reissue of the particular 
notes redeemed, which would cause great trouble, 
instead of a reissue of new notes. 

These amendments were agreed to without op- 
position. z 

The next amendment reported by the Finance 
Committee was, to strike out the proviso in the 
following words: 

Provided, That the amount of Treasury notes which may 
be issued underauthority of this act, shall be deemed and taken 


in lieu of so much of the loan authorized by the act of twenty- 
first July, one thousand eight hundred and forty-one. 


Mr. EVANS spoke at great length. Upon the 
important amendment to strike from the House bill 
the proviso deducting the amount of Treasury 
notes authorized by the bill before the Senate, from 
the amount authorized by the Loan bill at the ex- 
tra session of Congress, Mr. E. took occasion to 
state what was the condition of the Treasury, and 
the necessities which demanded the passage of the 
bill. 

Mr. E. said the amendment was to strike out the 
proviso of the House, and to issue five millions of 
Treasury notes, instead of five millionsof the loan 
authorized at the extra session of Congress. Mr. 
E said, also, thst here he would make a brief ex- 
planation of the condition of the Treasury, which 
had made this bill necessary. On the first of Janu- 
ry, the deficit in the Treasury was $600,000. No. 
thing had been done since then to relieve if; but, on 
the contrary, appropriations have been made which 
had increased the demand to such an extent that 
the Treasury was tow in wautof one milion of 
dollars to met pressingyand daily denands. Dar- 
ing the first quarter of this year the receipts into 
the Treasury will not be sufficient, by more than 
three millions of dollars, to meet the demands of 
the Department. Besides this, advarces at this 
time r2 tobe madeto the Pension Agents, and 
others having demands upon tha Pressury. 

It is now nearly a year since (said Mr, Evans) 
that, in the o'her branch of Congress, fadyceaied 
anissue of Treasury notes. E had an objection 
to them then, es {í have now, and sustained their 
issue, as Ido now, only from the necessity of the 
case. Thecall for them now should not be re~ 
garded in any other light than as a pressing and 
unavoidable necessity. i 
issue, my opinions have not changed. I had hoped 
that the Treasury notes last authorized v 
have been the last, Nor would th 
called for,as is well knows here, ifthe Loan bill 
had been carried out. Circumstances, which it 


asa 
e have been 


was not now worth while to consider, had pre- 
vented the negotiation of that loan, The same | 


“urgent circumstances ‘were now the cause of this 


cali for Treasury notes, withthe exception that the 
Treasury was ina worse conditicn now than it was 
then=-a million of dollars being then in the Trea- 
gury; with power also to issue 'Tréasury notes to ree 
lieve the necessities of the Depariment. 

This bill, then, propeséd to authorize an inde- 
pendent issue of Treasury notes, still leaving six 
millions and a half to be. negotiated of the lean of 
twelve millions authorized by Congress. The con- 
dition of the Treasury at the end of the year would 
be [Mr. Evans thought] such as to require both 
the loan and the issue of Treasury notes. The 
year would place in the Treasury from all sources 
whatever the following receipts: 


From. customs, - - - $19,000,000 
Miscellaneous, - - - 150,000 
Treasury notes, =< - - 50,000 


— 


Making the resources from all sources, $19,200,000 
Was this estimale too large, was then the pro- 
per question to consider. r. Ewing thought it 
would: be as follows: From customs, $22,500,000. 
That estimate, however, was based upon new du- 
ties, which Cangress did not make, but which the 
Secretary had recommended. We struck from 
this amount of twenty-two millions and a half 
about $3,000,000, by refusing to impose duties as 
was proposed. This estimate of the late Secretary 
of the Treasury would leave about, $19,500,000. 
The estimate of the present Secretary was $19,000,- 
000; and the estimates of both were therefore about 
thesame. The present Secretary estimates the re- 
ceipts from customs to be $3,400,000 for goods in 
1841, and the receipt of this year to be $15,600,- 
000, making the nineteen millions as stated above. 
Mr. E. thought this would be quite as much, if not 
more, than we should receive. At first he thought 
the estimates were too low, but a careful examina- 
tion had convinced him such was zot the fact. It 
would require, to give us a nett revenue of 
$15,600,000, under existing laws—dedueting the 
expenses of collection, &e upon a gross revenue of 
$17,000,000—that we should make a dutiable im- 
port of $86,000,000. In all, including the free 
goods, this would make an import, all toid, of 
$116,000,000 —a very large amount. 

It would require thisameunt of consumption to 
give us thisamount of revenue; and his fears were 
that the country could not bear it. He believed 
that it would be attended with great mischief to the 


` country, and only increase its present embarrass- 


ments. : : 

Mr. E. then referred to a table of imports from 
1834 and 1840, to show that the average imports 
per year, for these seven years, was $122,000,000. 
The imports embraced $125,000,000, when they 
were excessive, and $132,000,000, when they were 
enormous. 


Mr. E. agreed they were excessive in all those 
years, for reasons growing out of the late loans, 
and other czuses. Some of them were low, except 
in 1840 Is the present state of the country he 
hoped the imports would not exceed $116.000,000. 
Asd how were thes*, be asked, to come in? We 
exported about $103,000,000—last year §107,000,- 
000. There was no prospect of importng more, 
and the probability is thet we shall import much 
less. The stock of cotton on hand at Liverpool 
and Havre was very larze, and there would be 
much less demand than there had been. If cotton 
declined one and a half per cent. a pound, and this 
upon 809,000,000lbs, it wouid make $12,000,000 
difference in ine imports of the counuy. There 
was no demend abroad enhanced beyond the Jast 
year. More than this, the hulders of stocks abroad 
were reinzvaing them hers; and this, if carried to any 
extent, wou 2ct the revenues of the country. 
Any Senator who would look into the matter would 


| eome to the conclusion thea, Mr. E. thought, that 
| we could act import more than $116,000,000 with 
As to the charaec’er of this | 


rete 
ea 


any safety. 


s could not be done, and it was not 
3 


| prone; to expect iL 


Wihin a few days pest we had diminished du- 
ties to the amount of $2,000,600. Oiher causes 
were also operating to diminish the revenue. 
Abroad the wages of laber had declined very con- 
siderably. We were purchasing in Germany, 
Russia, and Switzerland, the result of which would 


amount. These importations would come in pro- 
ably: before July, and before the. home valuation 
commenced. This would be attended by knocking 
down prices, and other cz uses. 

We have, then, said Mr. E. no right to expect, 
and we ought not to desite,a greater revenue for 


the present year than $15,600,000. . The means of - 


1842, then, would be $19,200.000—say at ihe 
Jargest amount, and from all sources, $20,000,000. 
We were, continued Mr. E. to redeem with this 
$20,000,000 $7,000,000 now due, leaving. but 
$13,000,000, for the operations of Government. 
Nobody supposed that the Government could be 
carried on by this limited amount of means. If, 
too, the expenses were but $19,000,000, $6,000,000 
would then be wanted. Besides, as was weil known 
and admitted, there should always be two millions 
on hand in the Treasury, because about this 
amount of money was usually unavailable, being 
in the hands of receivers and others. For ordinary 
expenses, the Government could not be carried on 
under $23,000,000. New expenditures were made 
every year. The two percent. fund of Alabama 
took from the Treasury $600,000. 
` A million was due to the States, and should be 
paid, and this took from the Treasury $1,600,000. 
He hoped the expenditures could be brought down 
to $23,000,000, and would make a very serious 
effort to reduce them to this amount. Gentlemen 
had said here that it was disgraceful that the 
country should be so poorly defended as it was. It 
‘was obvious that the disgrace must continue, or 
that expenditures should be made, and money pro- 
vided. 

If these calculations were right, it was obvious, 
Mr. E. said, that the loan and the Treasury notes 
would be required. This amount of means must 
be supplied, either in this way or in some other 
way. The amount of both were necessary. For some 
other causes, too, not before named, the expenses 
‘of the year were not to. be reduced below 
$23,000,000. A million and a quarter were re- 
quired by the Quartermaster General to meet ex- 
penses already incurred in carrying on the Florida 
war. This was not for expenses this year, but for 
the payment of old demands. New treaties might 
be ratified, also, which were nuw in the process of 
execution, and this would require an expenditure 
an expenditureof money. He only hoped to brirg 
the expenditures down to $23,000,000, but feared 
this could not be done. : 

How this would affectihe public debt, was a mat- 
ter of inquiry with some, Tine tong and short of 
our present indebteinass was, that we had expend- 
ed more than we had received. For the services 
of 1841 and 1842 the debt would be. increased 
ab ut ten millions. Our income has fallen short 
of. our receipts about ten millions of dollars in 
those two years, and for three or four years past we 
had expended more than we had received. The 
public debt at the end of this year would be about 
$17,000,000—perhaps a little more—and it might 
be $18,000,000. The amount of Treasury notes 
proposed, and the amount of the loan would cover 
this sam—being $7,000,000 for an old debt, and 
$10 000,000 for this year. 

Gentlemen had said, take back the lands to meet 
the deficit in the Treasury. His answer was: they 
do not mest the deficit, :.nd he did not look, there- 
fore, to thissouree for revenue. Another reas n 
was, that he did not propose to interfere with a so- 
lema-act of Congress which had appropriated the 
receipts from land to another purpose. 

‘One thing more (said Mr. E.) in conclusion. 
We must either cease to make appropriations or 
put money into the Treasury——one thing or the 
other is necessary. It became us legislators, as ci- 
tizens, and as patriots, to see what the country de- 
manded, and to meet those demands. The condi- 
tion of the country was such that it might not. be 
very dificult to obtain the balance of the loan. 


The evil, however, was such that we were required. 


to pass this bill to meet the immediate and pressing 
demands upon the Treasury, and he hoped the Se- 
nators would allow the bill to go through wita the 
least possible delay. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he rose for a purpose far 
diferent from that of participating in this debate. 


be an importation of foreign fabries to a very large |]. The House of Representatives had officially an- 


nounéed to the Senate the-death of the Hon. Davis 
Dimmocr, jr. a member of that body: from the 
State of Pennsylvania; and, although it might not 
have been the practice, he owed it to hisown feel- 
ings, aş well as to the respect. which was so. justly 
due to the character of the deceased, toask that the 
Senate should adjourn, as a téstimonial of -respect 
for h's memory. o , 

“Fhe deceased, observed Mr. BUCHANAN, acted 
well his part in all the relations of life. He was 
an indulgent husband, a kind father, and a sincere 
friend. He was a man, the quiet influence of 
whose example tended to make the society by 
which he was surrounded, both wiser and better. 

His judgment was excellent; and. under its die- 
tates, his course through life was steady, honest, 
and consisient. He lived respected and beloved 
wherever he was known; and so far as I have 
ever heard, he had not.a personal enemy. He 
carae to the extra session in the enjoyment of his 
accustomed health, and with the full confidence of 
his ‘constituents, and here contracted the disease 
which has: proved mortal. There is often but a 
step between the highest earthly honors to which 
ambition aspires, and the grave. He died at his resi- 
dence, in Montrose, Pennsylvania; and I consider it 
fortunate that he died at home, surrounded by the 
endearments of the domestic circle, and was not 
called away to meet his God from the bustling and 
busy struggles of political life, in which we are all 
here involved. I now move that the Senate ad- — 
journ. 

This motion being unanimously adcpted, 

The Senate, at half past two o’clock, adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepnespay, January 19, 1842. 


The Journal having been read, 
Mr. BIDLACK rose and said: 


Mr. Spzaxea: Ithas become my painful duty fo 
announce to this House the mournful intelligence, 
just-received, of the death of one of my colleagues 
and friends. 

The Hon. Davis Dimmock, Jr. late a member of 
this House, departed this life onthe 13th of the 
present month, at his residence in Montrose, in the 
county of Susquehanna. 

Mr. Dimmccx appeared for the first time, and 
took his seat in the councils of the nation, at the 
late extra session of Congress. From the retiring 
and unassuming nature of his habits, and the short 
space of time allotted him to mingle in these busy 
seenes, it is quite probable his acquaintance with 
the members was not.very extensive. But what is 
of more consequence, and what is more to his honor 
and his credit, it may be said with strict verity, 
“hose who knew him best, loved him most.” His 
mild deportment and sterling worth endeared him 
to those who met him, as ithad not failed to render 
him popular with those who sent him here. At the 
same time that he was open, frank, and manly in 


the declaration of his sentiments, and in his adhe- ; 


rence to‘them, he was bland and forbearing in his 
conduct towards those who differed with bim. 

Mr. Speaker, with such a man I am prond to 
have had an acquaintance, and to be able to call 


him my friend. That acquaintance enables me to | 


say, the amiable and unobtrusive character of his 
disposition, and the urbanity of his manners, were 


not more remarkable than the sound and diserimi- | 


nating nature of his energetic mind. 

“This acquaintance enables me aiso to add, that 
in all the different relations of life, he was governed 
by a noble sense of honor and moral obligation. 
Whether he was likewise influenced by still higher 
considerations, connected with an adherence to the. 
Chrigtian religion, I am unable to say. I do not 


Gorveracoaanece ane 


he did, it must bave been a cor 


can’t be wrong, whose tife is inthe rig! 


ter, that upon inquiry among those wh 
With kim most:while-bere, it wil-pe 


come to “ bury, not. to praise him.” Permit’ 
however, to indulge in one further reflection,: The 
deceased was, comparatively. speaking, a: young 
man. He took ,his seat among. us at the extra ` 
session in all the buoyancy of hope, with. the con- 
fidence of youth and a vigorous constitution. t 
disease soon fastened upon him, and withdrew him. .- 
from his attendance here, “He, however, recoveret 
sufficiently to be enabled to return; to thé boso: 
his family and his friends, where, after much ‘suf- 
fering, he has. at last returned: to the’ bosom. of , 
his mother earth.’ He is now no more!” His 
place here, as well as his own fireside, is vacant! 
His children are fatherless! His wife -is.discons- 
late! Nothing that we can say—nothing that: we 
can do, will calm the troubled waters that overflow 
her spirits or soothe the anguish of her bosom. 

Nevertheless, sir, we have a duty. to perform-—a 
duty the observance of which I. hope never to see 
neglected. For, however fleeting and transitory 
may be the. honors paid to the memory cf the-dead, 
aud however worthless and unavailing to the’ spi- 
rits ef the departed, they have a deep and abiding 
influence upon the conduct of the living. I will 
not enlarge upon this topic. There may be those 
among us who:are heedless of public opinion while 
we live; but there are none who would like to be 
forgotten, or remembered with disrespect, when. w 
are dead. 

This teeling should be cultivated. ‘It is this 
laudable desire to be remembered with tokens of 
regard and esteem, that aciuates to deeds of pa» 
triotism and usefulness. Those in public life should 
endeavor to deserve public demonstrations’ of ‘re- 
gret, while the most humble individual may be 
cheered and encouraged to deeds of noble daring, 
or private virtues, by the hope that it may induce . 


“some fond heart to 


< “Come at evening hour, to shed 
The tear of memory o’er his narrow hed.” 


With these views, and these feelings, I send to 


the Chair the following resolutions : 


Resolved, That this House has learned with feelings of deep 
sensibility the intelligence of the decease of the Hon. ‘Davis 
Dimmock, jr. late a member of this Congress, end as-an-evi- 
dence of the sympathy which the members entertain, and 
hereby tender to his surviving relatives and personal fiends 
they will wear crape on the Jeftarm for thirty days. aa 

Resolved, Also, as a further mark of respect for the memory 
of the deceased, this House do now adjourn, 


The resolutions were unanimously adopted; and 
The House adjourned. : 


Among the petitions and memoriais presented-on the 18jht 
were the following: i 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina, for Mr. HÓLMES, pre» 
sented a memorial of Arthur Middleton, of South Carolina, 
praying additional compensation for services in a diplomatic 
capacity. x . i 

A memorial of the Chamber of Cõmmerce of the city of 
Charleston, in the State of Soath Carolina, for the establishment 

fa post route to Memphis, Tennessee. 
: The petition of John: L, Pezant and Co, of Charleston, South 
Carolina, for the remiesion of additional duties Jevied on fruit 
and other articles imported bythem into Charleston, from. Ma- 
laga. in Spain. > 
tahe memorial of Samuel Lord, praying to be released from 
the payment ofa certain custom-house bond. > 

The petition of Theodore Gailliard, of South Carolina, pray- 
ing that certain moneys, erroneously paid by him into the Trea 
gury of the United States, may be refunded, 


memorial of ‘the Chamber of Commerce of Charleston, 
in the State of South Carolina, praying encouragement to indi- 
vidual capital.and enterprise, in building steam veasels-of war, 
as packets hetween the United States and Europe. 

The memorial: of Anne W, Angus, widow of Samuel.Angus, 
for a navy pension. $ 2 š 
.. The, memorial of the oxecutor of Thomas Chapman, for the 
restoration of a sum of money erroneously paid into the Trea- 
aury_of the United States. ; t : 

-The memoria! of the Chamberef Commerce of the city of 

Charleston, in favor of the repeal of the Bankrupt law. 


, IN SENATE, mee 
Us THURSDAY, Januar 18423: 
Messrs. BUCHANAN, MANGUM, TALLMADGE, BAY- 
WARD, WRIGHT, PRESTON, BERRIEN, EVANS, CLAY, 

WILEIAMS, RIVES, CHOATE, and WALKER, presented 
memorials remonstrating against any amendment, modification, 
‘ov repeal of thé. Bankrupt law}. which were referred to the Ju- 
diciary Committee.. : 

Mr. CLAYTON presented a memorial from citizens of Phila- 
delphia, asking that certain amendments may ‘be made to the 
Bankrupt law, or that it may be repealed. At the request.of 


Mr. C. the memorial was read. 

“My BUCHANAN presented several memorials from Penn 
sylvania, asking Congress to amend the Bankrupt law, or to re- 
peal it altogether. eset : 

Also presented the petition of Hannah Hester, the widow of 
Thomas Hester, of New Jersey, prayinga pension: referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. ` 

Also presented a memorial from a number of citizens of 
‘Western Pennsylvania, asking for the abolition of the Sunday 
mails; and that. so much of the Post Office law be repealed 
asto prevent the delivery of letters on Sunday: referred to the 
Committee on the. Post Office and Pest Roads, 

Mr. CALHOUN presented three memorials from the city, of 
New York, asking that the Bankrupt law may be repealed or 
modified. 3 

af BAYARD presented one from Philadelphia forthe 
amendinent of the Bankrupt bill so asto include banks, or for 
ite repeal. Mr. B. remarked that there was an important re- 
volution taking place inipublic opinion on the subject ofinclud- 
ing banks in the compulsory provision of ‘that bill. For his 
own. part, he could barely -meet with a single intelligent man, 
who was not in favor of subjecting these pernicious corpora- 

-tions tothe operations of the law. He believed it the only 
way the Federal power could be restored over the currency; 
‘when the sword of justice wassuspended over them, they would 
be made to conduct their business in such a manner as would 
not prove injurious to the public interests. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented several me:norials—one signed by 
$4 citizens, who (Mr. W. said) were the most intelligent classes. 
Among then was the Mayor of thecity They were all friends 
ofthe party to which he (Mr. W.) belonged, praying that the 
iaw might not be repealed, but that it be so amended as to in- 
clude the banking corporations, Also, memorials from Utica, 
Poughkeepsie, Syracuse, and other towns in New York, nume- 

.roualy signed, asking the repeal of the law. 
` Algo, presented the petition of Joseph York, praying indem- 
nity for property lost in the late war: referred to the Committee 
on Claims. R 

Mr. SLURGEON presented several memorials from citizens 
of Pennsylvania, many of whom he knew by character, asking 
thatthe Binkiu.t law may be amended of repealed: 

By Mr. PRES FON: From citizens of Boston, New York, and 
Philadelphia, asxing that the law may be amended or re- 


ealed, 

F Mr. PRESTON said he was deeply impressed with the no- 
tion that the repeal of a law presented a very different case from 
the enactment ofa law. It was proper that there should be 
permanency. and fixedness in the laws of the country, and 1m- 
proper that a law shonld be repealed six months after its. en- 
actment, He would have no difficulty in reference to the Bank- 
rupt law ifhis objections were not of a very deep rooted cha- 
racter. In voting, therefore, forthe repeal of the law, as he 
ghould when it came up, it would be under the impression that 
the law was bad in itself. The enactmeni at the last session of 
Congress looked to repeal or essential modification of the law. 
'The passage, in 3 :me sort, was a notice to the people wishing 
for the benefits of this biil that the law should be amended. It 
seemed to him wrong, however, that, at the very moment the 
cup was offered to their lips, it should then be dashed from 
them, as was proposed ia the repeal of the law.. In the cha- 
racter ofthe act alone could he reconcile it to a sense of duty to 
do this, But he felt himself imperiously bonnd to vote for the 
repeal. He separated himself with great reluctance fram his 
friends of the extra session of Congress upon this question. But 
since then his opposition to the measure had been made strong- 
er and wider by the subsequent events that had intervened, His 
own State was unanimousagainst the law, and there was no 
c.ass or party there in tavor of it. Theagricultural people, t00, 
-who formed the majority in all sections of the country, were 
opposed to the law. We were, as was well known, a moral 
people. . To. this class of persons a bankrupt law would 
never be advantageous, and never, in any shape, acceptable 
to them. 


The general proposition is as had been stated. A bankrupt 
Jaw was of acommercial character, originally confined to tra. 
ders, to prevent extraordinary transactions of trade. It was 
made for the benefit of the creditor, and intended to be one in- 

identally beneficial to the debtor interests of the country. This 
bankrupt policy, therefore, in his opinion, belonged to a com- 
mercial community, and could not operate beneficially to any 
others. The classes of people, in interest, in thiscounty (said 
Mr. P.) are, to a certain extent, divided sectionally. The 
northern portion were more ofa commercial people, the south - 
ern moreagricultural in their employments and interests; and 
thus we became sectionally divided upon this Bankrupt law. 


Tconfess to the Senate (said Mr. P.) that T do lament, for one, 
that this power is coaterred upon this Government. I wish it 
was conferred upon the States exclusively, an! fdoudt whether 
this Government should enact any bankrupt system whatever. 
Į would notsay that it was impossible to make a permanent 
law ofa prospective character. Of this I haye my doubis; but 
what I mean to say is, that any bankrupt bil is difficult, dan- 
gerous, and delicate to establish. The sentiment of this coun- 
try Was averse to such a measure, Mr, P. also seemed to think. 
He would, under present convictions, be willing to surrender 
shis W.10-e power to the States themselves, regarding it as most 
proy.e:ly belonging to them. Lam’ deeply convinced that the | 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


law willfriot work well, (said Mr. P.) Tam not insensible of the 
general embarrassments of. the:last four yéars.. I know that 
they have resulted from. the misconduct ofthe Government for 
the last four years, passive or active. The Government had 
been particeps ériminis inthe misfortunes of the people. 
Nevertheless, said he, I have a settled feeling of aversion of re- 


- jiefof any kind by Government. acts interfering between man 


and man. This bill was a relief system, and it was better to 
submit to the present temporary. evils than. to interfere. with 
the private affairs of the people ofthe United States. The States 
themeelves were much more higbly fitted to manage these deli- 


cate matters than the United States was, and,-therefore, as at ` 


present advised, (said Mr. P.) E am more opposed to the Bank- 
rupt billnow than E was al the extraseasion of Congress when 
T voted against it. O DATA 

Mr. BUCHANAN saidhe merely wished to correct a misap- 
prehension which prevailed extensively throughout the coun- 
try, and seemed to existin the mind of the Senator from South 
Carolina, as to the extent of the necessity for the passage of a 
Bankrupt law by Congress. os 

There wasno principle of constitutional Jaw more firmly 
settled, than that the several States possess the power of pass- 
ing bankrupt laws which shall extend to all future contracts 
made between citizens- of the State where such a law existed. 
Nay, more: if the citizen ‘of a State where such bankruptlaw 
existed, became the debtor of acitizen of another State, and 
took the benefit of his own State bankrupt law, his foreign cre- 
ditor would be bound by the discharge, provided he had ac- 
cepted a dividend of the debtor’s property. The foreign credi- 
tor would always accept the dividend, even if it were very 
smail, rather than lose his whole debt. Th2 only ‘necessity, 
therefore, for the passage of-a bankrupt Jaw by Congress, 
would be to provide for the discharge from retrospective con- 
tracts, and from obligations in cases in which the citizen of 
enone State refused to accept his dividend ofthe bankrupt’s 
effects. 

Mr. BERRIEN, in presenting a memorial from Harrisburg, 
remionstrating against the repeal of the law, made some re- 
marks to-prove the necessity of a bankrupt law by Congress. 
but distinctly admitted that Mr. Bucuanan had stated the law 
correctly. It was true, he said, that the Supreme Court had 
decided that it was competent for the State Legislatures to 
pass a prospective bankrupt law; but it was nevertheless true 
that that law couldnot operate beyond the limits of that State. 
And- when the debtor who had availed himself of the benefiis 
of abankrupt law of his State should pass the bounds of his 
State, he would be subjected to the action of other Legislatures 
upon the subject. Therefore, such laws as could be passed by 
the States. would be found to be inadequate. 

Mr. BUCHANAN then expressed his pleasure at their con- 
eurrence in opinion onthe points of constitutional Jaw, and re-s 
iterated his statement of the law as it now stood, in order to 
fix the attention of the country upon i. A discharge under 
a State bankrupt law was absolute between citizens of the same 
State, and would release the debtor from all contracts in every 
State of theUnion as against all foreign creditors who had accepi- 
el a dividend. This would be accepted in every case where the 
dehtor had not heldon until he had exhausted his whole pro. 

erty. : 

E Mr. CLAY presented a memorial from the city of Philadel- 
phia, for the repeal of the Bankrupt law. The memorialists, 
he said, assigned reasons why the Jaw should not go into opera: 
tion, in which he did not concur. They, however, proposed 
amendments, which were worthy of consideration. 

By Mr. HUNTINGTON: From citizens of New York, re. 
Thonstrating against any repeal and postponement ofthe Bank- 
rupt law. 

Also, one from Colchester, in his own State. Most of the 
signers he knew, and they were of the highest order of intelli. 
gence and patriotism. 

Mr. Huntinaron said that since he had had the honor of a 
seat on this floor he had voted twice in favor of a general Rank- 
rupt law, In regard to the merits of the question he hati seen 
no reason to change his opinion, and believing that such a law 
was one due to the meritorious debtor,and was for the equal ben- 
efit of the creditor, when the bill to repeal came up he should 
vote against it. When the motion come up, too, he should ex- 
press his views upon the constitutionality, justice, and expe- 
diency of thislaw. At present he contented himse!f with pre- 
senting the memorials, and moving their reference to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. LINN presented the petitions of Welcome A. Robbins 
Thomas Robbins, and Frecerick Robbins, praying a confir. 
mation of title to a tract of land in Missouri: referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Petition of Mr. Manning, and others, asking Congress for the 
establishment of a postront from Breezeville, Ilinois, via 
Wettenburgh, in the State of Missouri, to Appie Creek iPost 
Office, in Cape Gerideau County. 

Mr. MILLER presented a memorial from citizens of Phila- 
delphia forthe repeal or modification of the Bankrupt law 

Mr. YOUNG presented a petition from —— (name not heard) 
for the reimbursement of money: referred to the Committee 
on Claims. 

Mr. BARROW presented the petition of J. M. Caldwell and 
others: referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. BENTON presented a memorial trom the city of New 
York, for the postponement of the Bankrupt law. 

The PRESIDENT pro fem. laid before the Senate communi- 
cations from the President of the United States. in compliance 
witha resolution of the Senate of the I1th instant, containing 


the protest of the officers and crew of the brig Creole; which 
was, on motion of Mr. CALHOUN, ordered to he printed. 

Also from the Secretary of the Navy, enclosing the report of 
the Commissioner of Pensions, in compliance with the joint 
resolution of 29th of May, 1830, in relation tu the number of ap- 
plications for pensions. 

On miono of Mr. SEVIER, ordered to lie on the table and be 

printed, 

i Mr. BENTON presented certain amendments which he in- 
tends to offer io tie Treasury Note bill; which were ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on Patents and the 
Patent Office, to whom was referred the petition of Robert B. 
Lewis, reported a bill for his relief; which was read, and order. 
ed to a secondreading. : y 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana, from the Committee on Public Lands, 
reported a bill to remove the office ofthe Surveyor General and 
to change the location of the land office in the Greensbury dis- 
trict, Louisiana. 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Military Affairs, report- 


ed back to the Senate without amendment, abill to equalize the 

y of officers of the army,and for other purposes. ae 

Mr. PIERCE also made an adverse report on the petition of 
Asa Gardner. . i ; 

Mr. LENN, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, re- 
ported a bill forthe reliefof Gregoire Sarpy or his legal repre- 
sentatives; which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, 

‘Resolved, That-the Secretary of the Navy be directed to re- 
port to the Senate the pay and emoluments, if any, in dollarsand 
cents, per annum, of the officers in the naval service of Great 
Britain, of all: grades, distinguishing the pay ofeach grade, and 
the pay of petty officers and seamen in the same service, with 
like information in reference to the officers and privates of the 
marine corps in the #ritish service; and also the pay and 
emoluments of officers and men in the naval seivice of the 
United States, with the number of each in the latter service in 
the year 1841. i 3 : 

-Mr. ALLEN made some effort to have his resolution ofin- 


. quiry, which was laid on the table yesterday, taken up, to be 


amended, as-was suggested by Mr. Rives on yesterday, but was 
prevented by the opposition of Mr. Evans, who called for the 
consideration of the é 

SREASURY NOTE BILL. 

The Senate then proceeged to thé consideration of the Trea. 
sury Note bill, as in committee ofthe whole. The immediate 
question before the committee was the amendment reported by 
the Committee on Finance fo strike from the bill paesed by the 
House of Representatives the iofowing proviso: . 

Provided, That the amount gf Treasury notes which may be 
issued under authority of this agt shall be deemed and taken in 
lieu of so much of the loan Butforized by the act of twenty-first 
July, one thousand eight hundged and forty-one. 

Mr. WOODBURY said {hd regretted exceedingly; that the 
motion to strike out the pro\fso in the bill had been made, He 
thought. that when the Senate understood the real operation of 
the motion, their regret would be nolessthan his. It must of 
necessity open the whole question as to the proper amount of 
receipts and expenditures for the year. These had already 
been discussed by the chairman. The. direct tendency of it 
was to delay the passage of a bill for days, ifnot weeks, which 
the official organ of the Treasury Department here (Mr. 
Evans) had stenuously, argued was much needed. The me- 


‘lancholy picture that he had diawn of the insolvency, dis- 


credit and embarrassment, which now hung over the Adminis- 
tration, was not overcolored. Even the hardy fishermen were 
unable to obtain their much wanted bounties; and yet, the re- 
presentative of the Treasury makes this motion, that must in- 
evitably lead to further delay. 

This course is the more to he lamented, as the object of the 
motion is, also, to annul asolutary restriction in the bill, im- 
posed by the House of Representatives—imposed, sir, by the 
immediate representatives of the people—imposed by those, 
who alone can by the Constitution originate money bills, and 
who, in fine, hold, and hold wisely, the purse strings of the na- 
tion. Ifthe motion prevails, we rescind their cautious and pru» 
vent provision against giving more supplies than are needed 
in the present emergency, and we proceed to lavish millions 
beyond what the Secretary himself, in his recent letter, consi- 
ders necessary tomeet the deficiences of all the first quarter of 
the year. That, sir, is the true effect ofthe motion. 

Tf it had not been made, or if it be overruled, the required 
amount of Treasury notes could probably be voted at once, 
Who is it, then, that obstructs the supplies? 

Again, the permanent Joan, such a favorite at the extra ses- 
sion, has miserably failed. The Secretary is driven to request 
Treasury notes rather than a permanent loan. We are ready 
to give them instead of the loan. We remedy the difficulty. 

But gentlemen opposite are not satisfied with that, unless we 
at the same time add five millions more to the present enor- 
mous debt and present suffering condition of the community in 
a period of profound peace. They persist in this course, too, 
whichis in appearance so unreasonable and unnecessary, not 
only atthe hazard of delay, and the certainty of additional pub- 
lic burdens, but in order to obtain five millions more than is 
now needed, oris expected to be needed during the next three 
months, or may be needed in the next six months, if at all dur- 
ingthe year. So thatthe struggle now is not to obtain relief 
for what is now pressing and deficient, but for what may be so 
next spring, or next summer. In that struggle our present 
suffering creditors are to be sacrificed. This, sir, is unreasona- 
ble. ‘Take enough now for the present exigency, and even for 
the whole quarter; but do not quarrel about the next quarter, or 
even the next after that; while injustice 1s doing by the contro» 
versy, and when ample time exists to prepare for the future 
necessities of the Treasury three and six months-hence. 

The Senator from Maine has dwelt long on the receipts and 
expenditures of the whole year; and has thus diverted the ate 
tenton of the Senate fromthe true point involved in the bill, 
and raised by this motion, which is merely the wants of the 
present moment, or the first quarter of the year. That is the 
question. Those wants, all of us probably are ready and wil- 
lng to supply at once. Those the House have supplied by the 
bill with the proviso. But we are suimpatient to swell the pub- 
lic debt, and overburden the people as not to be content with 
doing that, unless we also supply at the same moment,-and in 
the same bill, all the wants which it is conjectured by some may 
arise within the whole year. 

We are urved likewise to dothis, while the amount of ity ex. 
pensesare yet undetermined by Congress, and may either be 
made the extravagant sum of twenty-five or thirty millions, or 
be economically reduced to twenty-three millions, aa the chair- 
man hopes, or even to eighteen millions, as has been repeatedly 
propos d, and urged by me on former occasions. 

We are urged tothis in a vance, and prematurely, and with 
unca}culating confidence, without any new pledge, promise, or 
plan of retrenchment at the present session, either from the 
President or Secretary of the Treasury; though before the elec- 
tions, the promises of reduction were countless in number. 
They then went still lower to fifteen or thirteen millions. Those 
promises were not even fulfiiled at the extra session; but we 
were then assured that they should be at this session. But 
performance seems always 10 bein the future, as to economy. 
It lags fer behind; it is never zow; but to-morrow, to-morrow, 
and tomorow. How unreasonable is it to invoke us, then, to 
give five millions additional means.to meet expense, not now, 
but several months hence, until it is decided whether all those 
expenses are necessary and proper? Confidence is said to be a 
plant of slow growth, Let us see in this Administration a few 
more deeds of economy and retrenchment, deserving such 
additional supplies of millions in advance, before we Yon 


them. . The true principles of American as well.as English 
liberty on this subject, are to vote supplies cautiously, and no 
faster than needed.to meet public engagements. 
_ Again: why are we called to vote means so long beforehand,as 
às the effect of this motion, when the true remedy for a necessary 
and permanent deficiency in time of peace, is neither Treasury 
motes nora long loan? On the contrary it is retrenchment; and 
when that fails, itis a recall of the public lands,now squandered; 
andifthat fails, it is taxation. Nothing else can be justified. We 
then meet the danger in the face. The “people in that event 
know and feel whether they receive enough in return to com- 
pensate for being strip ped of their hard earnings by open diregi 
taxes, or covert indirect taxes through an increased tariff, 

Let us, then, see first, if reduction in expenses cannot he 
effected; and next, if the lands cannot be recalled; and if both 
these prove unsuccessful, lastly, if the tariffis to. be amended. 
Itis not till after all this, that the present motion should be 
sanctioned, and the debt increased five millions. In this view, 
asa question of time merely, the present moment is inappro- 
priate. Another strong reason against increasing the debt so 
jong in advance, or prematurely, is that the notes issued under 
this bill would be more likely to be depreciated, more than if 
they were issued without increasing the debt, or merely in lieu 
of so much of the permanent loan of twelve millios. ‘Capi. 
talists would then seethat ihe Treasury had five millions less 
of principal to pay, and three hundred thousand dollars less of 
interest, i 

Moneyed men are persons of foresight and calculation; and 
when, by great expenses, loans, and giving away the public 
lands, Treasury notes are sunk now from one to two per cent. 
below par, the'addition of five millions more to your debt with 
ne new means of payment added, will Jead such men to com- 
pute the probability of prompt redemption to be less. At this 
moment, sir, the chairman [Mr. Evans]can inform the Senate, 
not only, as he has done, that public officers are in some cases 
not paid at all—contractors not paid—and fishing bounties not 
paid—but that one to two hundred thousand dollars of former 
Treasury notes are due, and demanded, andnot paid. I appeal 
to him officially for the truth of this. The holders are thus dis- 
appointed of the funds they relied on, and subjected to an ac- 
tual loss of interest from the time their notes became due, till 
they are actually discharged. This will soon cover our tables 
with memorials for indemnity and relief, if not remedied. But 
what is the remedy proposed by this bill? Not to make up 
that loss and disappointment, but to increase both, by paying 
them in new Treasury notes, which, if you strike out this pro- 
viso, and increase the aggregate ofall your debt, are likely to be, 
in time, two or three per.cent. below par, and are already from 
‘one to two. Instead of paying them at last—after hone so Jong 
‘deferred—in specie or itsequivalent, you turn them off with de- 
preciated paper.. What, sir! is this conduct worthy of Ame- 
ricanst Is this justice, honor? Mr. W. appealed to the pa 
triotism and integrity of Senators, Recollect, sir, it is a period 
ofcalm peace. In such a condition, is this deliberate payment 
in depreciated paper to be tolerated? and in the nineteeth cen- 
tury—in a period that boasts of the sacredness of contr .cts, and 
of its protection to property and ves:ed rights? Can this Senate 
lend its.aid or sanction to such a discreditable discharge of the 
public obligations? . 

But if you pass this bill, striking out the proviso, and giving 
no new security to keep up the credit of the new notes, you pay 
ia what is now below par, and you notify the public that these 
new.ones are likely to. be paid off like the old ones, after some 
time due, and a loss of interest, and the whole in only a depre- 
ciated paper. What think you will then be their value—except 
as needed to pay for duties and lands? and, with such necessity, 
what will be the real worth ofall that the States can thus obtain 
for their share of the boasted Distribution bill? 

But enough of this, till it is seen whether the proviso be 
stricken out. Ifit be, some further amendments will become 

‘ eee in order to sustain the credit of this additional 
ebt. 

Here would I stop, sir, if the Senator from Maine had not gone 
into a consideration of the wants and supplies for the whole 
year, and flung open a door to debate in this and the other House, 
if the bill is amended, which may last for a month, unless we 
are expected to give away millions in advance, blindfolded and 
hand-cuffed. 

But until the motion prevails, I will not go beyond a few 
general remarks on this wide topic, to such Senators as were 
influenced by what had fallen trom the chairman. 

The details appropriate to the discussion that has thus been 
provoked, would be almost interminable, should we now at- 
tempt to act on what ought to be tue exact amount of our or- 
dinary expenses for the whole of the year 1842, and what 
woald probably be its actual receipts. 

But to show that the eighteen millions which. a few daysago, 
he (Mr. W.) mentioned as near the truesum for expenditure, 
was nota mere random suggestion, he would read from the 
annual financial reports, of not only 1840 and 1839, but of 1838, 
the same opinion. 

{Passages to that effect were here read. } 

One of these showed, also, that this sum of eighteen millions 
was larger, compared with our ordinary expenses from 1790 to 
1800, than our prescnt population was, compared with its 
numbers then. Thus there was sound philosophy, as well as 
trus political economy, in a time of peace, not to permit our 
expenses to increase, 80 as to outrun the increase of our popu- 
lation, In many respects, the ratio of increase should besmaller, 
instead of larger. 

Without entering into the particular items of reduction, then, 
which are alluded to in some of those annual reports. and 
were explained fully at the extra session, the aggregate of ex- 
penditure for 1842 ought not to exceed eighteen millions for 
ordinary purposes. It wouldreqnire less than seven millions 
beside to redeem the old Treasury notes. The permanent debt 
incurred since June, would not become due till a future year. 
Bo that twenty-five millions would be about the whole expen- 
ditare for 1842, for both ordinary objects and the Treasury 
notes. Now, sir, cannot this be discharged without plunging 
deeper, in peace, into the morass of a national debt? Certainly. 
Itis almost amusing to see the difference in the estimates of re- 
céipts for 1842, from duties alone, between the highest financial 
auithorities on the other side. These gentlemen, some of whom 
have complained pretty treely on former occasions about diffe- 
rences and errors in estimates, now actually disagree among 
themselves in asingle item, nearly seven millions of dowars. 
Thus, sir, we have had the nett revenue from duties accruing in 
1842, by means of the twenty per cent. tariff, estimated by an 
officer in the Treasury Department last August, and laid before 
‘ag bY the last chairmam of the Committee on Finance, [Mr, 
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Cray,] at ESU ae - : ae 
Another from another officer, submitted by him at. 22,968,000 
One from-Mr. Ewing’s,.as stated by the present 3 
chairman, at - . oo - 22,500,000 
Another from Mr. Ewing last session at - = 20,890,000 | 
Another from Mr. Forward, in his annual report, | 
adding three: millions for tea and coffee, which 
are included inthe others - - - - 18,500,000 


_ In this last the present chairman seems also to concur. Now 
it-will be seen that these not only differ among themselves near 
‘seven millions; but as.an illustration, how delicate and difficult 
a matter estimating on thesesubjecisis. They all contain large 
errors and mistakes as to the true income from duties in 1842, 
which are manifest on the face of them. Whether the aggre- 
gate of one or the other is likely to turn outin the end nearest 
‘the -truth; Mr. W. would not undertake to decide, where so 
many doctors.in finance disagree. But all of them omit to add 
near a million anda half of duties abovetwenty percent. which 
will accrue between the Ist of January, and July, 1842, and be 
received within that year. Besides this, all of them, except Mr. 
Forward, omit near three and a half millions in the receipts in 
1842 from duties, which will then come into the Treasury, not 
from the twenty per cent. on the imports within 1842, but 
which accrued in 1841, and has been secured by bonds running 
on three and six. months credit, and which will be paid-and re- 
ceived in 1842.. The present Secretary adds this amount, but 
both he and the present. chairman, in his computation yester- 
day, seem toadd nothing for the increase by home valuation, 
which the others suppose must reach two or (hiree millions. 

Passing by any further comment on these differences, what is 
the result?’ Why, sir, deducting from the highest estimate 
three millions for tea aod coffee, not in the end taxed, and 
which is,inmy view, halfa million too much—and add the 
three. and a half millions accruing in 1841, and the one and. a 
half'in 1842; before July, and the receipts would be over twen- 
ty-seven millions and a third. These are to pay twenty-five 
millions ofexpenses. You would thus have a surplus of two 
millons, 

Cannot gentlemen confide in the estimutesoftheir own offie 
cers? You would also have, sir, the five millions temporary 
loan in this bill, or the six millions balance/of the present twelve 
millions loan, to cover all further contingencies and fluctua- 
tions, either inreceipts or expenditures. 

Again, there is enough ‘even ifyou took Mr. Ewing’s esti- 


mate of the revenue reduced to - - - $22 500,000 

Deduct for tea and cofee - - . - 3,000,000 

19,500,000 

Add receipts in 1842 for whataccruedin 1841 ~- - 3,500,000 
Add receipts oyer 20 percent. accruing in first 

halfof 1842 - - . . . ~~ 1,500,000 


Aggregate - . . + $24,560,000 

This would be enough except half a million, and you would 
have, besides, the six millions left of the permanent loan, 
orone of it Jeftasa loin, and for the other five this bill 
giving Treasury notes, This would be amply sufficient 
without any addition, such as is proposed by the motion 
to strike out the proviso. When then vote forthe motion, 
even looking to the whole year? If gentlemen believe that the 
expense cannet be reduced to eighteen millions, or that the re- 
ceipts will be less than Mr, Ewing’s estimate, as corrected, 
why not recall the lands, and thusobtain three to four milions 
more without any addition to the debt? 
<~ These are momentous questions. There is no use in at- 
tempting to blink them, We cannot cure the embarrassments 
of debt by creativg more debt. . There is no use in floundering 
along with the wretched system of remedying the depreciated 
loan of twelve millions, and the present depreciated Treasury 
notes, by merely increasing the amount of them five millions. 
This will make bad worse. On the contrary, the crisis must 
be met ia a more practical, common sense, manly manner. 

We must ere long, if not now, decide these questions, and as 
we décide them wisely or otherwise, our national credit will, 
in my judgment, be rescued or doomed to lasting and burning ; 

isgrace . 

Mr CALHOUN saida general disposition prevailed on his 
part and that of the friends with whom he acted, to acquiesce in 
the passage of the bill as it was reported from the House. But 
ifthe amendment proposed by the committee was persisted in, 
it wuuld cause a protracted debate, and would be the question 
of debate for the session. For one, he was anxious fo avoid that 
if possible. He was willing, as were his friends on this side of 
the Senate, to vote all that was absolutely necessary to supply 
the immediate wants of the Government. 

He deplored, as much as any Senator could, the train of 
causes which had brought the Treasury to its embairassed con- 
dition. it was the inevitable result of the proceedings of the ex- 
tra session. That ought to have been avoided. The Commit. 
tee on Finance assumes the high responsibility to press on the 
Senate, at this time, an amendment which provoked, and 
would protract debate, and further embarrass the Treasury, 
which the biil, asit came from the House. proposed to relieve. 

He hoped the honorable chairman would assign some satis- 
factory reasons for it. Withoutan additional loan, we are told, 
that. the present ways and means are ample, but that the loan 
authorized last session could not be made availahle. He was 
ready to respond to the call for a substitute for the loan. Why, 
then. in asking for a substitute to raise means which would, as 
it afforded reliefto the Treasury, tend to cancel a part of the 
loan authorized, do the committee introduce an amendment for 
anew loan? Why, when the Treasury is suffering— when they 
were uninformed as to what would be the fate of the 
Distribution bil, which was proposed to be repealed—why, 
when they were uninformed as tothe means that would be wanted 
for the year, and in the face of the suffering creditors of the Go # 
vernment, did the committee Introduce this amendment? He 
rose to appeal to the chairman of the Finance Committee not to 
pressthe amencment, and to ask him and his friends to weigh 
well the subject before they took the responsibility of pressing 
an amendment which opened up the general question of the 
means of the Government. He appealed to them to Jeave the 
question of general means of the year to future legisiation, and 
vote the bill of supplies as it came from the House. If they 
persisted in this amendment, they would force him, and those 
with whom he acied, into the general question. It was, in fact, 
not only ‘he question ef the session, but one that would. decide 
the policy ofthe Government for years to come. Upon this 
vote turned the future policy of the country. He. who votes 
for five millions of Treasury notes, in. addition to the loan, 
votes for the estimates to the extent proposed: by the Secretary 


$25,395 538 + 
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an amount corresponding. “In fact, he-neithe 
Jess than authority.to phinder the industry of th 
for one-must look into the subject;whatever.ovht 
requires us to. look into it, to see what economy. 
ment- could do to prevent the necessity of.so much 
means. “It requires us to fix. the points ofthe future: 
the Government... He hoped the Senator, and. those 
him, will permit this amendment to be voted down, and thus 
savea protracted debate, and afford prompt téliefto” the. Troas 
SUY: i Beek nee 

Me. EVANS observed that the Senatorfrom. South Carolina. 
had made an appeal to hini not.to-persist in the amendment, as 
though the matter was under his (Mr. Evane’s), control; ‘but,’ 
being merely the organ of the Finance Commiuee,: he could. 
neither amend nor modify the bili. The Senator had said thats 
by insisting upon the amendment, the whole question of, the 
finances would be opened for discussion. Now, he would. ask 
what propriety there. would be for such a discussion at the pres 
sent time? and why not postpone it until a more convenient seas 
son? ‘He was quite unfortunate yesterday, if he did not -uce 
ceed in demonstrating that the wants.of the country would ree 
quire not only the untaken portion of the twelve million loan, 
but the emission of the Treasury notes authorized by this bil). 
Pass the proviso, and it would bea repeal of the Joan to.the ex- 
tent of five millions; but thie he hoped would not bedone, aa Le 
was desirous that the Secretary might be enabled to make his 
calculations upon the loan; ifnecessary, asa means of pro 
for the wants of the Treasury during the year.: He-ho, 
Senators would, then, permit this bill to pasa; they would. 
questionably have an. opportunity, on.some other occasion, to. 
discuss the fiscal condition of the. Government to their hearts 
content, The Senator. from New. Hampshire{ Mr. Wooppeny 
had said that this emission of Treasury noted would: be suffis 


ony 


cient for the immediate uses ofthe Treasury, and that t 
tary had not asked for more, but he would inforin the Seni A 
that the Secretary of the Treasury had asked for more in*his 
annual report, and had suggested “that there ought to bea eure 
plus of least two millions, to meet unforeseen emergencies.in 
the public service,” ar. cae 

Mr. CALHOUN set the Senator right as to the real issue now 
between him and those who opposed the motion. He (Mr. 
CaHovn) objected to voting fora loan of five millions, in addi- 
tion to the loan authorized last session, because he believed the 
present ways and means, the income from customs, the means 
of borrowing on these Treasury notes, and the: proceeds of the 
public lands, if restored to the Treasury, would be amply.suffi- 
cient to carry on the Government, with a due regard. to: eco~ 
nomy. But the. Senator answers by‘saying he ‘thinks these 
sources of ways and means, even if all available, willnot be 
sufficient. He then proceeds to argue thatthe motion ought to 
prevail now, and the Senate could wait for other occasions to 
discuss the necessity of the loan., The Senate was olto weedy 
at a moment when it was agreed on all hands that the means 0 
the Treasury, with this issue of Treasury notes, will be-m re 
than sufficient to supply all its immediate wants. The: pro- 
fessed object of the bill is to meet the immediate wants pressing 
on the Government. Let it be confined to that, and all admit it 
will effect that object. If future loans are required to m 
ture wants, let the Senator and his friends wait till the ie 
demands additional means. He can then propose a:separate: 
measnre, and the main question of this session will not be- pre» 
cipitated, as it must be if this motion is. persisted. in, uig. 
the very delay which will def at the object: of the present bill. 
He (Mr. CatHoun) and his friends would then meet the Bena- 
tor and his friends in argument on this separate proposition jor 
an additional loan, He, for one, never would vote a :dollario 
the Treasury till a case is shown that it is necessary for the\pvh- 
lic service. No such case had been shown in relation to the 
proposed addition tothe loan. He had been for some days pest 
examining into: this matter, and was now fully prepared to ray 
that if the gentlemen on the other side will goto work in earnest, 
for the benefit of the country, they can save snore,.than seven. 
millions within the current year. This can be done bya just 
and not very rigid economy—by . reirenthment, by curtailing 
unnecessary and extravagant approptiations-—~and by other meas 
sureseasily pointedout. But the gentleman says, vote this acdi- 
tional loan, and it will not swell the public debt—it will not: be 
used if can be avoided. He (Mr. CALHOUN) was not quite so 
young a politician as to be caught by that sort of argument. 
¥¥e knew too much of this Government, and of the practices 
of every other Government,to respect such promises as that. 
This Government is like all other Goverumente in the traneac= 
tion of money affairs at its disposal. Place five millions cnce 
in the Treasury—or three times five, or twenty millions—and 
there will very soon be pressing necessities discovered ‘for 
apending every dollar of it. If once the demand to prove the 
necessity beforehand were to be relaxed, all hope of controlling: 
the administration of the Government might be given up... | 
this ground, the battle against reckless extravagance: and im» 
providence was to be fought. It was the important question 
of this session, Yet the Senator asks the Opposition io wait. 
He would tell him they would do no such thing. A majority of 
the House of Representatives had sent the bill to the Senate in 
the form they approved, He was willing to vote for iC. that 
form, without delay or discussicn; and now, when delay and 
diacussion must be deprecated by all who wishto meet the exi- 
gencies of the Government promptly, the Committed ön 
Finance interposes, by a proposition to.change th whole: par 
ture of the bill, by making it, instead-of one mel ely to oe 
tate the operation of a former act, one authorizing: san a ie. 
tional loan—afiding five millions to the loan of twelve mi iona 
authorized last session. The Senator says). indeed, that it is 
not his fault; be isonly a member. of the committee; the aa 
mittee has the cnntrol of tte amendment. Ifthe Senator rea 
wishesto interpose between the delay. and discussion whic! 


must ensue if the motion 1 persisted in, he has bur K sy he 
would recommenda retraction of the motion, and he will be 
Under the impression 


S i a majority of-his. fiends. i i 
Marae Sennor will see: the necessity and policy of taking 

this course, he (Mr. Canwoun) would not, at this time, express 
any opinion as to the causesof the extremity complained of by” 
the Treasury. He would reserve what he had te say for the 

question on the Dill itself. > Butif the chairman of the commit- 

tee will not -withdraw-this amendment, he (Mr. CALHOUN) for 

one, would feel bound to'enter fully into tho main question of 
the present seasion, upon this proposition, jet. the delay or con- 
sequences be What they might, 


ing 
that 


abilities. They all agreed that- the accruing. revenue would 
no “the'demand, ‘and that it was- impossible to negotiate 


proposed a new question; as‘ much asto say, “We have you 


- Ina situation in which we wili profit’ by your distress, and 


"Mr CALHOUN observed that his friends were willing to 


"Mc: RIVES.:undetatood. perfectly well what the gentleman 
gard, and remarked that, the proviso to the bill did, in effect, 
yepeal the loan bilt to -the extentof the amount provided in the 
bill before them; and that it was a party thing, to-obtain re- 


vengė for the proceedings. of the extra. session, and nothing 


else. Et eéemed tö him that. the whole object of gentlemen was 
to stop the wheels of the Government; to do that which the 
Honorable Benator from South Carolina had often threatened 
them with, by withholding supplies, and forcing them into: a 
compliance with his particular views. The whole effect of the 
proceedings of certain ` Senators was to say, “you shail not 

avé one solitary cent unless you consent to take back the Loan 
bill;” andifgenilemen were prepared to go` on in their reck- 
-less opposition, arid were. willing to place themselves before 
the cpuntry as wishing to destroy the credit of the Govern- 
ment, he, forone, was willing. to take a more honorabie posi- 
tion.” : f 

Mr. WOODBURY observed that the Senator who had just 
taken his seat imputed to him a misapprebension of the views 
of the Secretary of the Treasury. .He said that five millions 
additional debt were not required to:meet the present exigency, 
as explained by the Secretary... Such is his letter now in my 
hand. ‘That Senator was himself in an error. The Secretary 
had, to-be sure, stated that as much as five millions more would 
be wanted to meéet'the engagements of the: whole ‘year, if Con- 
gress Caused an ‘expenditure of twenty-six:or seven millions. 
‘But ia his late letter, which Mr. W. had read to the Senate, the 
Secretary states that only three millions and. three-fourths be- 
yond the revenue from, customs would-be: needed for the pre- 
Rent quarter; which’was but little :more than half of the debt 
now authorized, and could be effected without a resort. to any 
additional debt whatever for this purpose. 

Mr. W. would add as to the further intimation from that Sena- 
tor (Mr, Rives] of an unwillingness on this side of the house 
togrant.all the supplies now necessary, it was entirely un- 
-founded. Who delayed the passage of this bill, as it came to 
us, granting those supplies? Who but he [Mr. Rives] and his 
friends? Who, by-the motion now pending, postponed the pay- 
mentof our honest debts? Who, in order to annul what the 
other House had. done, stopped the wheels of Government? 
Who commenced and provoked this discusston? Who was re- 
sponsible for it? Who flung this firebrand into the Senate? 

: Mr; KING had listened yesterday with great attention to the 
expose of the chairman, of the Finance Committee, but had 
not been able to discover’ in. it any immediate necessity for 
bringing up this agitating question of an additional loan. At 
the extra session, an ample provision was made for the present 
year in the loan of twelve millions then authorized. At the be- 
ginning of this session, it was alleged that the loan to a certain 
extent could not be effected without extension of the term of 
yeara, or in consequence of the embarrassed conditicn of the 
money market or some other cause. An extension of the time 
would therefore be required. Now, atatime that the Trea. 
sury isin such a predicament as to demand supplies without a 
moment's delay, Congress finds itself called upon, ina hurried 
manner, not to remedy the obstacles to the loan authorized last 
session, hut to grant authority for an additional loan of five mil- 
lions. Tho proper branch of Congress for originating bills of 
supply, had maturely weighed this matter, and had sent the 
present bill before the Senate in the form most approved by 
that body. The other branch of Congress had deemed this 
supply amply sufficient for the pressing necessities of the Go- 
vernment for some time to come. 

The bill came to the Senate in this shape, and because the 
friends with whom he (Mr, Kine) acted wished to pass it with- 
outalteration, they are told they offer a factious opposition! 
Because they will not sanction a vital change of the whole 
principle of the bill—a change necessarily provoking delay 
and discussion—involving a principle they have always con- 
tended against—they are to be charged with the blame properly 
belonging to the gentleman and his friends who propose that 
change. It is even charged that his (Mr. King’s) friends are 
actuated by a reckless disposition, a revengeful disposition, to 
undo what was so ably döne atthe extra session, but the Sena 
tor did not instaticea solitary point to prove that hey had shown 
a disposition toembarrass the operation of the Government. 
They saw thatthe Government was embarrassed in its circum- 
stances, andit was their duty to provide for its wants and 
give it means to pay its debts; and although they had some ob. 
jection to pass the bill in its present shape, they were prepared 
totakait. And who was he who now came forward, and who 
said that representatives of the people were actuated by a fac- 
tious apiri? It was the Senator from Virginia; andhe called 
oa him tosay whether—~ 

Mr. RIVES did not say that the representatives of the people 
were actuated by a factious spirit; he had cast no such impu- 
tation upon the motives of gentlemen in the Senate or in the 
other House, í 

Mr. KING remarked that the proviso was adopted by those 
jn the House who wished to keep the Government within pro- 
per limits. We believed that, with suitable economy, the 
amount proposed was amply sufficient, and also that if they 
confined themseives within proper limits, the Government 
could be carried on without increasing its indebtedness so as to 
reqdirealarger appropriation. Hs believed that the proviso 

‘jn the bill wassuggested by a high-minded Virginian in the 

ther House —— ` k 

Mr, PRESTON rose, and iuquired whether it was in order to 
allude to the proceedings of the other House? 

Mr. KING said that he was at liberty to doso. 

Mr, PRESTON would now make the point. It was, that a 
direct allusion to the proceédings of the House of Representa- 

tives was out of order? 

Mr. SEVIER remarked, that he believed the point correct; 


but why. did not the Senator from South Carolina [Mr. PRES ? 
| Ton} make his point soonert: J eee 


FS pi 


IONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. KING. asked, what said the Chair? 


The CHAIR. replied, that it was not in order to allude tothe 
| proceedings of the other House. nr, i 


“My, KING remarked that it might, with the same propriety, 
be said, that he could not read the journal of the other House, and 
say that, Mr. GILMER introduced the proviso, and- that it was 
voted for by the particular friends- of Mr. Tyler and others. But 
he rose to protest against any.imputation, from any quarter, that 
Hé and his friends were prompted by any factiou 
were actuated by a manly and frank disposition, and would ever 
oppose any: proposition to Increase the debt of the country; and, 
unless the proviso should be retained, they were of opinion that 
the effects Phi they so earnestly deprecated: would certainly 

e produced. i p 

Mr, RIVES observed, that if gentlemen were co anziousto 
provide means for the Government, why not Jet the bill pass as 
a measure of supply, without insisting upon the proviso being 
retained. If it was passed without the proviso, it would still 
leave the question. of repeal of the loan bill untouched, which 
would come up hereafter in its naked form, when they could, to 
their hearts’ content, discuss the means of the Government for 
the year, and the future policy of the country. 

Mr. BUCHANAN observed that, for his own part, he was 
desirous of furnishing the present. Administration with the ne- 
cessary means to carry on the Government. He had been drag- 
ged along from year to year, against his own judgment, to vote 
for Treasury notes. ‘The necessities of the country had been 
such as to demand a resort to this species of currency. And 
yet he wonld much rather grant a loan at seven per cent. than 
to be going on thus blindfolded. The people would then know 
how much they were in. debt; and would not. be be blind 
to the consequences. Butsuch was his disposition to relieve 
present wants, that he was ready and willing to grant these five 


millions of Treasury notes. He believed it wasnecessary to raise _ 


present means by these notes for the relief of the public Trea- 
gury under its existing embarrassment; therefore he was wil- 
ling to go along, as he had always hitherto done, although still 
against his own conviction. What is the claim: made by the 
Treasury Department? Is it not for means simply to relieve it 
from iis immediate exigencies? 1s it not for some more availa- 
ble means than an inoperative loan bill?. And is the bill now 
before the Senate a repeal of the law? He denied that it was. 
At the extra session Congress authorixed a loay of twelve mil- 
lions.’ Five and a halfmillions of that loan had been negotiated, 
leaving six anda half millions undisposed of. The difficulty 
with the Government was to negotiate this balance of six and 
a haf millions., One proposiuon to get over that difficulty, was 
to extend the term of the loan. Another, to render it more 
available, by changing the form of itinto Treasury notes, paya- 
ble in one year. Now, if Congress admits of changing five mil- 
Hovs of the loan into Treasury notes, willnotone million and a 
half of the original loan be yet available to the Treasury, should 
any favorable change in the market occur to render it negotia- 
ble? ‘The present bill authorizes merely a substitution of Trea- 
sury notes for so much of an authorized funded debt. -But 
what does the proposition to strike out the proviso of this 
bill amount to? Does it notamount to making a new loan of 
five millions in addition to the funded debt of twelve millions 
already authorized? And was his side of the chamber to be 
charged witha factious opposition? [Mr. Cray: “No, not this 
side of the chamber.” Laughter.] Well, were his friends to be 
charged with factions opposition—were they to be tlamed on 
this or any other side of the chamber, because they express 
their willingness and readiness to pass a bill, without alteration 
and without discussion. granting a supply of ffve millions of 
dollars, as part of the loan of twelve millions, not available in 
its original shape? When more is wanted, let it be asked for in 
a separate measure, and ata period of the session which will 
give time for deliberation and discussion. The question is ne- 
cessarily one provoking discussion, and consequently delay, 
Let a more appropriate time be chosen for debating it. Mean- 
time, the necessity for an additional loan may be avoided, 
Greatretrenchments can be made, in conducting the Govern- 
ment according to the promises of economy so lavishly made 
on the present administration coming into power. For his own 
part, he was willing, as he said before, to go on as he had hitherto 
done, though in opposition to his own convictions, ani to vote 
for this issue of Treasury notes, as part of the loan of last ses- 
gion, ina more avai‘able form than that loan. 

Mr. PRESTON said that he had always believed it to be un- 
constitutional to raise money in the way of Treasury notes, 
and, therefore, had always voted against the issue, and should 
continue to doso under any and every emergency whatever, 
The Convention which framed the present Constitution reject: 
ed the proposition to emit bills, and-substituted another mode 
of raisins the necessary supplies—dy taxes and by loans. He 
was nat disposed to stop the wheels of Government, but would do 
so whenever they run counter to the Constitution. It was, 
however, competent for Congress to make the Joan bill effi. 
cient; and, rather than submit to an unconstitutional and injudi- 
cious act, he would pay the expenses of the Government out 
of the public purse. Let them extend their loan for twenty 
years, at an interest of sixteen or seventeen per cent. if neces- 
sary, to make it available. He would be willing to passa law 
reducing the expenditures one third, and begin by cutting 
down the nay of members of Congress to two dollars a day; and 
if that wasnot sufficient, he would disband their troops—do 
any thing to avoid this sad condition of things, which, if not im- 
proved, would precipitate them into further distress. He would 
susiain theamendment of the committee, but vote against the 


pill. 

Mr. CALHOUN said the whole issue was this: the Senator 
and his friends want to change the name of the bill, and instead 
of a mere facility inthe mode of effecting a loan already autho- 
rized, to make it authority for an additional loan, while he (Mr. 
Cannon) and his friends object to the amendment on the 
ground that it is to effecta new joan of five millions. It is ad- 
mitted that this issue of Treasury notes is enough for the pre- 
sent, without the balance of the loan unsold, and that en addi- 
tional loan will not be required till next quarter. He would go 
further—he would say that this issue will, if proper means be 
adopted, be enough for the whole year, to meet the wants of the 
Government. and will also leave a large surplus at the end of 
the year. The true secret is, that unless this amendment pre- 
vails, the gentlemen on the opposite side will be obliged to recall 
one of their great acts ofthe extra session; and he (Mr. Car. 
noun) and his friends, who opposed those great acts because 
they foresaw the. consequences, are to be called upon now to 
yield up all the principles they hava been battling for, to save 


: session will fall, one by one. 


any factious spirit; they |7 


the gentlemen from committing an act ofinconsistency! The 
gentlemen had to be obliged to undo their own acts; but they 
will; in spite of all their struggles to avoid it, have to submit to 
imperious necessity. Their great acts of that famous ‘extra 
hey will have to admit that the 
whole of them were blundering mistakes. He would say to the 
gentlemen that they themselves.are responsible for not only the 
condition in which the Government is placed, requiring this 
supply, butsfor the delay in granting it immediately. This de- 
lay is the result of their attempt to alter this bill; for 1f they 
would permit it to. go to the vote without their amendment, 
thére would not be aaingle day’sdelay. The gentlemen them- 
selves force upon the Opposition. this delay. They. have the 
majority in this and in the other House; and can pass the bill. as 
it stands; but they do that which provokes delay, and on them let 
the responsibility rest. `> ~ i f 

The question was then taken on the amemendmėnt, when 
there appeared for it— : 

YBAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clay, Evans, Graham, Huntington, Ker, Mangum, 
Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Perter, Prentiss. Preston, Rives, 
Smith of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, White, and Wood- 
bridge—24. 

NA YS— Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clayton, 
Fulton, Henderson, King, Linn, McRoberts, Mouton, Pierce, 
Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wil- 
liams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—21.. ae i 

The question was then taken on concurring with the com- 
mittee in the amendments, and agreed to. 

Mr. CALIZOUN said inasmuch asthe question of the means 
for the year, and the future policy of the Government. was 
forced on them, he wished to be heard at length, and, there- 
fore, moved an adjournment, but it was lost—yeas 19, nays 22, 

Mr. MERRICK desired to go into executive session for a few 
moments, but there were cries of “adjourn.” 

Mr. WOODBURY said the Senator from Missouri had 
an amendment to offer to the bill, and he also designed to ofe 
fer one. A 

‘And then the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuorspay, January 20, 1842. 

The journal of yesterday was read and approved. < 

On leave given, Mr. WELLER introduced the following re- 
solution; which was adopted without a.division: | 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
inform this House whether any public money has at any time 
been deposited in the Savings Institution of Louisville, Ken- 
tucky; ifso, the amount thereof, together with the sum now. m 
deposite with that institution, and the character of thesecurity . 
given for its repay ment. 

¢ THE BOARD OF EXCHEQUER. 

Mr. BOTTS rose and said he desired to inquire of the Chair- 
man of the Select Committee on the Currency (Mr. Cusnine] 
when, in all probability, that committee was likely to report? 
Whether they haditin contemplation, in any short time, to 
present a report on the plan for a fiscal agent? 

Mr. CUSHING. I am notable to state how soon the com- 
mittee may dec‘de. 1am ready to report, of course, whenever, 
Tam instructed by the committee ty do so. I can only say that 
the committee meets twice a week, (and this week thrice,) and 
that it is employed in maturing the subject. 

Mr. BOTTS. Iam glad to receive that much information. 
I had understood that probably no report at all would be made. 

The first business in order was the unfinished call of the 
States for petitions and memorials, (under the suspension of the 
rule of the 7th instant.) : - 


THE USE OF THE MAIL. 

When the House adjourned on Tuesday last— 

Mr. GRANGER had presented a petition from sundry citi- 
zens, legal voters of Hopewell, in the county of Ontario, State 
of New York, praying for protection in their constitutional 
right to the use ofthe Post Office, and adequate security for 
their persons in all the States of this Union. 

On which petition the question of reception had been raised 
by Mr. WISE; anda motion had- been made to lay the said 
question of reception on the table. 

Pending which motion the House had adjourned. And the 
question now being on the motion to lay the question of recep- 
tion on the table— 

Mr. GRANGER said that this petition did not, as he sup- 
posed, touch, in any manner that could be offensive to any gen” 
teman, any matter connected with the question of slavery. He 
could hardly imagine-what object the gentleman from Virgi- 
nia, {Mr. Wise] who was not now here to explain it, had in 
view in raising the question he had done; but as this question of 
petition was becoming one of the most interesting that could 
be presented—though he did like to trouble the House—yet, 
with a view to havea correct record of the votes, he would ask 
the yeas and nays; and they were ordered. 

At this stage of the proceedings— 

The SPEAKER, by general consent, Jard before the House 
certain papers in the case of the contested election from Florida; 
which were referred to the Committee on Elections. . 

Also, the following Executive communications, viz: 

1. A letter from the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting a 
statement of the contracts and agreements entered into by the 
Navy Commissioners, or with their sanction, for various sup- 
plies for the naval service in the year 1841: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Expendituresin the Navy Department. 

2. A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting a list of 
the names of the persons employed as clerks in the various of- 
fices of the War Department, in the year 1841, with the com- 
pensation of each: referred to Committee on Expenditures in 
the War Department. 

3. A letter from the Secretary of State of Missouri, transmit- 
ting, in pursuance of a resolution of the General Assembly of 
that State,a copy of the correspondence between Beverly Al- 


‘len, a member of thesaid General Assembly, and other mem- 


bers of the Convention which formed the Constitution of Mis- 
souri, on the subject of the northern boundary hne of the State: 
referred to the Committee on the Territories. 

4. Also, a message from the President of the United States, 
transmitting the annual report of the Board of Inspectors of the 
Penitentiary for the year 1841. 

A 5. Also, the following message from the President of the United 
tates: 
WASHINGTON, January 17, 1848, 
To the House of Representatives: 
I transmit to the House of Representatives a report from the 


Secretary of State relative to.the proceddings and final decision 
of the Commissioners under the convention of the Republic of 


Texas upon the subject of the boundary between the United . 


States and that Republic. `. 


To the President of the United States: | 
The Secretary of State has the honor to apprise the President 
that the authenticated journal of the proceedings and the final 


JOHN TYLER. 


report of the Commission under the convention with’ Texas, , 


upon the subject of the boundary, has been received at this De- 
partment. It is doubiless proper and desirable that Congress 
should ‘be made acquainted with the proceedings of the Cura- 


mission. Copiesof the correspondence between this Depart-. 


ment and the Commissioner of the United States, and of the 
journal ofthe Commissioners, would be prepared to be Jaid be- 
fore the President, in order that he might communicate them to 
Congress; but, as the subject caanot be well understood without 
a reference to the maps which accompany the journal, it has 
been deemed expedient not to transmit the other papers until 
the pleasure of Congress in regard to the maps shall be made 
known. If copies of these should be desired, 1t is believed they 
can be made here, upon tracing paper, with sufficient distinct- 
ness and accuracy to be intelligible. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

` DANIEL WEBSTER. 

DEPARTMENT or Stats, Wasuineron, Jan. 15, 1842. 

The SPEAKER also presented a memorial from a citizen of 
Baltimore, in relation to the ratio of representation: referred 
to the select committee on the subject. 

In reply to an inquiry of Mr. WISE, (whovhad now taken his 
seat,) Mr. GRANGER repeated in substance the remarks re- 
ported above. a 3 

_ Mc, WISE thereupon remarked that he bad raised the ques- 
tion. of reception, because he consideréd the petition as contain- 
1ng @ prayer that the 1 ower of this Government should be exer- 
cised to assist in the circulation of incendiary pamphlets and in 
protecting incendiaries personally in the slave States. 

Mr. GRANGER said he supposed ‘the Post Office establish- 
ment to be open to the use of all the citizens of the United 
States. If any portion of them were to be precluded from its 
‘use, it would be a question to be determined by the people of 
the nation whether they would submit to it or not. 

The question was then taken and decided in the aflirmative 
as follows: g : bs 

YE«8—Messrs. Lahdaf W. Andrews, Atherton, Beeson, 
Bowne, Burke, S. H Butler, Wm. Butier, Wm. O. Butier, &, 
W.Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, Jobn Campbell, William 
B. Campbell, Thos, J. Campbell, Caruthers, Cary, Chapman, 
Clifford, Coles, Cross, Daniel, G. Davis, Dean, Deberry, East- 
man, John C: Edwards, Ch. A. Floyd, Thomas F. Foster, 
Gamble, Gilmer, Goggin, Gordon, Green, Gwin, Harris, 
Hays, Hopkins, {Houck, Houston, Hubard, Hunter, Charles 
J. Ingersoll, Jack, William Cost Johnson, Keim, John P. 
Kennedy, Lewis, Abraham McClellan, Robert McClellan, Mc- 
Kay, Mallory, Marchand, Medill, Meriwether, Miller, Moore, 
Newhard, Owsley, Payne, Proifit, Rayner, Reding, Reynolds, 
Rhett, Riggs, Kogers, Saunders, Shaw, Shields, William 
Smith, Sollers, Stanly, Steenrod, Alexander FI. H. Stuart, 
Johá T. Stuart; Summers, Sweney, Taliaferro, Jobn B. 
Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Trip- 
lett, Turney, Van Buren, Ward, Warren, Washington, Wat- 
terson, Weller, Westbrook, Edward D. White, James W., 
Williams, Lewis Williams, C. H. Williams, Joseph L. Wil- 
liams, and Wise—101. . 

NAYS—Messıs, Adams, Allen, Sherlock J. Andrews, Ar- 
nold, Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Birdseye, Blair, 
Boardman, Brewster, Briggs, Brock way,Casey, Chittenden, J.C. 
Clark,S. N. Clarke, Clinton, Cooper, Gowen, Cranston, Cravens, 
Cushing, Richard D. Davis, Ferris, Fessenden, Fillmore, John 
G. Floyd, A, Lawrence Foster, Gates, Giddings, Granger, 
Hall, Henry, Howard, Hudson, Joseph R. Ingersoll, James 

rvin, Wm, W. Irwin, Tomes, Andrew Kennedy, Lane, Law- 
rence, Linn, Lowell, Samson’ Mason, Mattocks, Maynard, Mor- 
gan, Morris,’ Morrow, Osborne, Partridge, Pendieton, Ben- 
jamin Randall, Randolph, Ridgway, Wm. Russell, James M. 
Russell, Saltonstall, Sanford, Simonton, Siade, Truman Smith, 
Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Trumbull, Van Rensselaer, 
Winthrop, Yorke, augustus Young, and John Young—74, 

So the question of reception (carrying the petition with it) 
was laid on the table. 

Petitions and memorials were further presented by the fol- 
lowing members, and were appropriately referred: 

New York: Messrs.. GRANGER, GATES. GORDON, 
CHITTENDEN, BLAIR. J. G FLOYD, FILLMORE, MAY- 
NARD, MORGAN, ‘TOMLINSON, C. A. FLOYD, RIGGS, 
BABCOCK., BIRDSEYE, FERRIS, LINN, CLINTON, 
BREWSTER, HOUCK, VAN RENSSELAER, DOIG, 
ROOSEVELT, WOOD, STALEY N. CLARKE, DAVIS, 
McCLELLAN, WARD, VAN BUREN, J. ©. CLARK, and 
BARNARD. > 

Mr. GATES presented a remonstrance against the admission 
of Florida as a State into the Union. 

Mr. TRIPLETT raised the question of reception, and moved 
to lay that question on the table, 

Mr. LEVY said, that, in order to save the gentleman from 
New York (Mt. Gares] and others hereafter the trouble of pre- 
senting memorials against the admission of Florida into the 
Union, and to save other gentlemen the trouble ofraising the 
question of reception, he would state that the admission of Flo- 
rida was not au open question, it being already provided for by 
treaty, which was the supreme law of the land. 

Mr. VAN BUREN offered the following resolution, which 
was objected to, and therefore was not received: 

Resolved, That the President of the United Statesinform this 
House, tfnot incompatible in his vpinion with the public in- 
terests, under what authority the commission of examination 
and inquiry into the present condition of the public buildings 
in the city of Washington, &e. appointed the 27th of March. 
1841, was raised; what were the purposes and objects of said 
commission and the proceedings thereupon; how many persons 
have in any way been connected with it; and the compensa- 
tion received or to be received by each, and the several remoy- 
als from office or employment resatting therefrom, and the ag- 
gregate cost ofevery description of said commission. 

The question of reception was laid on the table. 

Mr. BLAIR of New York (on leave) offered the following 
resolution; which was referred to the Commitiee on Military 
Affairs: : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inguire into the expediency of making an -appro- 
priation to improve the navigation of Lake Champlain where 


it communicates with the © 
the State of New York. 

í < BANKRUPT LAW. : E 

[Mr. ROOSEVELT presented a petition on the subject of the 
Bankruptlaw, which he moved be referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary, with instructions so report a uniform law on 
the subject of bankruptcies of moneyed corporations tbrough: 
out the United States. And, Mr: R. moved the previous gues- 
t 4 5 


namplain Canal, at Whitehall, in 


jon.” : . 
Mr. BARNARD asked Mr. R. so to modify his motion as to 
insiruct the committee to-inguire into the expediency, &c. 


4r. ROOSEVELT was understood to say that at the last ses- . 


sion he offered just such a resolution, and the committee re- 
ported agains! it, a yea eae es : 

Mr. STANLY was understoodto inquire if the committee 
had notalready received such instructions? 

The SPEAKER said, not exactly so. These instructions 
were imperative. Fe 

After a moment’s conversation between the SPEAKER and 
Mr. PICKENS on a point of order— 7 i 
_ Mr. W. C. JOHNSON, as the Reporter understood, asked 


Mr. RoossveLrT so to modify his instructions as tomake them - 


general, including corporations. 

Mr. R. was understood not so to modify: 

Mr. HOPKINS moveda call of the Honse. 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and, being taken, were, yeas 80, nays 34. 

So the call was refused. 


The question then recurred. and was taken on the demand for 


the previous question, and there was no second, the vote 
standing, ayes35, noes not counted. 

The instructions, thus giving rise to debate, lie over by the 
rule. 

On leave given, Mi. BOTTS presented the following resolu- 
tions, which were adopted : 


| 


Resolved, That the Commitiee.on the Judiciary be instruct. _ 


ed ta inguire into the expediency of extending the jurisdiction of 
the Court ofthe United States for the fifth circuit and eastern 
district of Virginia to all suits bought therein to two hundred 
and fifty dollars and upwards, instead of being restricted, as it 
now is, to all sums of five hundred dollars and upwards; and 
that they have leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of granting a pen- 
sion to Mrs. Sarah Grubbs, under the act of Congress passed in 
the year 1836, for the revolutionary services of her husband, 
John Grubbs. 

Vermont: Messrs. SLADE, MATTOCKS, YOUNG, and 
EVERETT. . 

{Mr. SLADE presented certain joint resolutions from the 
Legislature of Vermont, on the subject of slavery, and remon- 
strating against any rule impairing the constitutional right of 
petition. é&c, . 

Mr. SLADE moved that that portion which relates to the right 
of petition be referred to a select committee, with instructions 
to report a repeal ofthe 2ist rule. : X 

The question of reception wae raised, and a motion made to 
lay that question on the table. . 

Mr. Sane asked the yeas and nays; which were ordered, 
and. being taken, were— yeas 64, nays 66. 

So the question was laid on the table. } 

Connecticut Messrs. BROCK WAY, WILLIAMS, BOARD- 
MAN, TRUMBULL, OSBORNE, and SMITH. 

Rhode Island: Messrs. TILLINGHA<T and CRANSTON, 

Maryland: (On leave:] Mr. W. C. JOHNSON. 

Massachusetts: Messrs. BRIGGS and CALHOUN, 

(Mr. CALHOUN presented a petition asking the recognition 
of the independence of Haytt. e.: 

Mr, J. C. CAMPBELL moved that it be laid on the table. 

Mr. GORDON moved that the House adjourn; which mo- 
tion, by yeas 78, nays 56, was agreed to.] 

So the [louse adjourned. 

The following petitions and memorials were presented in the 
course of the day, and appropriately referred: 

By Mr. CHITTENDEN: The petition of Conrad Walts for 
arrears of Revolutionary pension. i 

Petition of Samuel W. Marshall for an invalid pension. 

Petition of John Chase and James H. Leonard for aid and en- 
couragement in the growing and manufacture of silk. 

Petition of Augustus Ford for compensation for making a 
chart of Lake Ontario. š á ae 

Petition of Daniel Duggan for compensation for services in 
the late war with Great Britain and for an invalid pension. 

Petition of Jason Clack and 173 other citizens of the town of 
Alexandria, in the county of Jefferson, New York, praying 
the intervention of this Government in behalf of the American 
prisoners in confinement at Van Dicman’s Land, in South 
Australia. T r ii 

Petition of asimilar character from citizens of Philadelphia 
in the same county. 

Peution of John Cole for an increase of invalid pension. 

Various petitionsof citizens of Jefferson county, New York, 
against enforcing the Jate treaty with the Seneca nation of in- 

jans. 

The proceedings of a meeting of citizens of Sackett’s Har- 
bor, in the State of New York, on the subject of the defence- 
less and unprotected situation of that military and naval sta- 
tion, asking the aid and protection of the General Government 
and an appropriation for that object. 


L 


` Various petitions of citizens of the counties of Jefferson and | 


Oswego, praying for an appropriation for the fo:tification and 
protection of Sackett’s Harbor. 

Several memorials against the repeal, amendment, or post- 
ponement of the Bankrupt law of the last session; and moved 
their reference to the Committee on the Judiciary, with instruc- 
tions to report a bill amending the existing law soas to include 
all associations and corporate bodies issuing notes or bills for 
circulation as money, and such other amendments as they may 
deem necessary. |These instructions having been 80 modified 
as to instruct the committee to inquire into the expediency, &c. 
were adopted.) l 

Petition of seventy legal voters of the town of Champlain, 
Jefferson county, New York, praying the abolition of slavery in 
the District of Columbia, &c.; which was rejected under the 
Rist rule. 

By Mr. MATTOCKS: The petition of Captain Carpenter and 
others in behalf of a regiment of Vermont militia, asking pay 
for services in the defence of Plattsburg. ee 

Mr. M. also said that he held in his hand sundry petitions 


from agreat number of most respectable freeholders and legal 


voters in the Stat 
tion, which, if this was Liberiy dda 


hi Slavery Wall be should forbe ee ae 
By Mr. R. McCLELLAN: Petition of Joshua Lariphier and- 
Charity Atiderson, severally praying è pension.” . ” i 


Petition of Alexander Kierskowski, a native of Polan 
siding in‘Paris, France, praying the xefunding of mo! 
into. the Patent Office. - aap om e 
Petition of Alien Gorham, for compensation for.serv! 
dered to thé United States in 1609and 1815, 00. OC S 
Petition of the heirs of David Noble, for payment of ‘ce 
Revolutionary claims. - pi ok ata gene 
“Various pelitions in behalf of the captive patriots: of 
Dieman’s Land.. K TAS Neer 
By Mr. J. C. CLARK: Petition of Sarah Parker, wi 
Jotham Parker,a soldier af the Revolution, fora pension. a 
By Mr. CRANSTON: Petition of David Melvill, administra: 
tor of the estate of Col. Benjamin Fry, decéased,. praying Con: - 
greas to authorize the accounting officers of ihe Treasury to set: « 
Ue his accounts. k -y SEn oE 
By Mr. BROCKWAY: Petition of 147 inhabitants of West- 
field, Chatauque county, New York, in behalfefthe captive pas 
trlots. s i 
Petition of sundry inhabitants of Rockville,Connecticut, pray- : 
ing a post route, 7 k 7 
Remonstrance ofsundry inhabitants of Brcoklyn, New York 
against repeal of Bankrnpt law. Pes rar ae 
Petition of Hannah Wald, of Mansfield, Connecticut, for a. 
pension. 4 f woe 
Petition of Thomas Bontelle and 56 others, citizens. of 
Woodstock, Connecticut, praying Congress to prohibit ‘dornes+ 
tic slave trade. > , ee ; 
Petition of the same, praying Congress to abolish slavery in 
the District of Columbia. ae é Bae Ss 
Petition’ of same. praying Congress not toadmit any new 


„slave State into the Union. 


By Mr. JOHN CAMPBELL, for. Mr Hotmus: Memorial of 
Arthur Middleton, of South Carolina, praying additional: coms 
pensation for servicesin a diplomaticcapacity. | aparat 

Memorial of the Chamber of Commerce in: the city of. 
Charleston, South Carolina, for the establishment of ‘a. pònt 
route to Memphis, Tennessee. ‘ 

Petition or John L. Pezant and Co. of Charleston, South Ca-. 
rotina, for the remission of additional duties levied on’ fruit and , 
other articles imported by them into Charleston from Malaga, 
Spain. y bored 

Memorial of Samuel: Lord, praying to be released from: the 
pay mentof a certain custoin-house bond. ` A 

Petition of Theodore Gailliard of S. C, praying that certain . 
moneys érroneously paid by him into the ‘Treasury of the United 
States may he refunded. ; : 

Memorial of the Chamber of Commerce of Charleston, S.C. 
praying encouragement to individual capital and enterprise in 
building steam vessels of war as packets between the United 
Suates and Europe. ees: a 

Memorial of Anne W. Angus, widow of Samuel Angus, for a 
Navy pension. S . leet N 

‘Memorial of the executor of Thomas Chapman, for the re- . 
storation of a sum of money erroneously paid into the Trea, 
sury of the United fiates. eee p% 

Memorial of the Charaber of Commerce ofthe city of Charles- 
ton, in favor of the repeal of the Bankruptlaw. - 

By Mx, T. SMITH of Connecticut: A remonstrance by Saml. 
Beckley and 25 other citizens of Canaaii, Connecticut, and by 
Eben T. Holcomb and 35 other citizens of Falls Village, in the 
same Siaie, against n repeal or suspension of the, Bankrupt 
law. Also, a remonstrance by John C. Lewis and 38 other eit. . 
zens of Plymonth, against the adoption of any rule violating the 
right of petition; and a petition by said Luwis atid others, ‘for 
security in their constitutional right to use the facilities. of the 
mail and Post Office Department. he 5 

Mr. Smiru announced that he had sundry petitions from the. 
same source, which the rules of the House would not suffer him 
to present. A i a 

By Mr. RODNEY: The following resolutione and petition: 

Resolutions of the Legislature of the State of Delaware ot- 
the subject of French spoliations prior to 1£00.._- Yel 

Resolutions of the Legislature of the State of Delaware inire. 
lation to the repair ofthe public. piers at Newcastle, on the De- 
Jaware river, according to the terms of cession to the Govern: 
ment. 

The memorial ofa large number of inhabitants of the town of 
Milford, Delaware, praying for the rebuilding of the light-house 
at the mouth of Missippilion creek. ; 

Petition of John Riddie, administrator of James Riddle, de? 
ceased, late Navy Agent of the State of Delaware, praying the 
allowance of a certain sam of money alleged to be due irom the 
Government. 7 

By Mr. MAYNARD: The following petitions: 

Petition of citizens of Onondaga, Cayuga, and Wayne coun. 
ties, to extend a mail route to Wolcott. : . 

Petition of citizens of Tompkins and Seneca counties fora 
mail route from Seneca falls to Burdette. 

Petition of Silas M. Wood, an invalid pensioner. ~ 

Petition of Lewis Johnson, administrator of B. Early, fot com- 
pensatiou for carrying the mail. , A 

Petition of Wm. Wilcox and T. Hemingway, for relief, 

Petition of citizens of the State of New York, praying that 
such laws may be passed as will protect American industry: © 

Petition of mechanics of the city of New York for the same 


purpose, ‘a i F A 
Br. Mr. GORDON- The petition of Daniel Cooke, au invalid 
pensioner, for an increase of his pension. ens 
Petition of Mrs. Rathbun, widow ofa Revolutionary soldier, 
for a pension. i wh eee 
Petition of Mr, Shipman, for arrears of pay for servicesin the 
Peoria expedition. Tana 4 
By Me TOMLINSON: The petition. of Calvus R., Averill 
B. L. Roberts, Thomas D. Gilson, Henry Durkee; and Samue 
Patchus, and affidavits in case of ‘Archibald M. Collan. M 
By Mr. GRANGER: The petition of 649 citizens of onroe 
county, New York, against any action by Congress that shall 
establish the treaty alleged to have been made with the Seneca 
Indians. - ‘ $ oo 
Petition of 300 women of said county on the same subject, 
Petition of 147 citizens of Lima, New York, on the same sub- 


ject. z 
Petition of 108 citizens of Palmyra, New York, on the sama 


ai aio of 78 citizens of Bamburgh, New York, on the same 


pubject. 


4 


-= gharacter. : 


`. ‘York, for the establishment of a mail route from the foot of the 


P on of Bilas Lilly, a Revolutionary soldier; for a pension. 
Four petitions from citizens of the city,of New York against 
;& Fepeal of the Banktupttaw. (0 7O poi 3 

: Petition of citizens of Troy, New York; against such re- 


: Petition of citizens of Canandaigua, New York, of the same 
~ Petition of citizens of Geneva, New York, against any repeal 
of the Bankiupt law. as) : ony 

< Petition of citizens of Poughkeepsie, New York, on the same 


#ubjêct. s : : 
, Petition of citizeas of Seneca, New-York, on the same sub- 
ject sh 2 ` 

; Petition of citizens of West Bloomfield, New. York, ón the 
same subject, ates 


Petition of cifizens of Geneva, New York, on the subject of 


a Congress of Natioris to prevent the necessity of wars. 

. Petition of citizens of Rushville, New York, asking for the 

. passage of such laws as shall prevent the keeping post offices 
open on Sundays. » : 

> > Petition of citizens of Ontario and Livingston counties, New 


Honeoye lake to the town of Naples. 

The memorial of Mrs. Harriet D. P; Baker, for remuneration 
for sacrifices made in the Revolutionary war by her father, Fre- 
derick H. Wessenfels. 

The petition of the Genesee Yearly Meeting of the Society of 
“Friends, for the abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia, 
and for the regulation of the internal slave trade. f 

The petition of 32 citizens of Hopensel, New York, against 
the adoption of any rule by Congress that shall abridge the right 
of petition, or in'any way place petitions upon slavery upon a 
different footing from others. i 
;_ -Of the saine, for the abolition of slavery in the District of Co- 
lumbia, or the removal of the seat of Government. 

<. -Of the same, praying the repeal of all laws sanctioning the 
transportation of slaves in vessels of the United States going 
coastwise, and for protecting therights of all persons claimed 
as slaves who may be entitled to their freedom by going to sea 
with the consent of their masters, beyond the jurisdiction of the 
State in which they are legally deemed to be slaves, | 

Of thesame, asking the abolition of slavery in Florida in such 
manner as not to: violate the treaty of cession. 

Of the same, for the protection of their constitutional tights 
to the use of the Post Office, and adequate security for their per- 
sons.in all the States of the Union. 

Of the same, for the repeal of all laws and the alteration of 
ali constitutional provisions by which the people of the free 
Siates, the Federal Government, or the nation, are in any way 
bound to countenance or protect the institution of slavery. 
` By Mr. TRUMBULL : The memorial of Pardon Brown and 

others, of Glastenbury; of Reuben North, jr. and others, of Ber- 
lin; and several petitions from Josiah Brewer, &c, of Wethers- 
eld; all relating to slavery. 

Memorial of F. W. Moore, &c. of Wethersfield, relative to a 
Congress of Nations to adjust national differences without resort 
to arms. 

Several remonstrances from citizens of Hartford against the 
repeal of the Bankrupt law. 

By Mr. LINN: The petition of 61 citizens of Schenectada, 
New York, praying for the repeal of the Bankrupt law. 

‘By Mc. TILLINGHAST: Resolutions of the Legislature of 
Rhode Island, requesting the Senators. and Representatives of 
that State to use their exertions to procure a suspension of the 
bankrupt law for one year. z 

Petitions of Silvanus G. Martin and others, praying for post- 
ponement of the operation of the Bankrupt law for two years. 

Petition of Whiting Metcalfand others, praying for the same. 

Petition of Rachel Bourn, of Bristol, Rhode Island, widow of 
Sherjastab Bourn, praying for continuance of pension. 

Petition of Alice Usher, of Gloucester,j Rhode Island, widow, 
praying for continuance of pension. 

Petition of Silvia Underwood, of Pawtucket, Rhode Island, 
mother of the late Eaeutenant Joseph A. Underwood, of the 

. Exploring Expeditio 1, who was killed by the savages at the 
Feejee islands, prayir g for a provision by Government. 

By Mr. BOARDMAN: The remonstrance of the Hon. David 
Daggett and 232 citizens of New Haven against the amendment, 
postponement, or repeal of the Bankrupt law. 

Of Robert P, Campbell and 16 other citizens of the city of 
New York, against the postponement of the Bankrupt law, 


The petition of William H, Jones and 26 others, citizens of . 


New Haven, praying the postponement of the Bankrupt Jaw. 
Of Samuel Frothingham, praying an increase of bis pension, 
f Charles Lunaber, praying for arrears of pension. 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, January 21, 1842, 


Messrs. BUCHANAN, MERRICK, PORTER, 


CLAY, STURGEON, WRIGHT, HENDERSON, 
HUNTINGTON, PHELPS, and TALLMADGE, 
presented memorials remonstrating against any 
modification, amendment, or repeal of the Bank- 
rupt law; which were referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

The PRESIDENT pro fem. presented a memo- 
rial for the repeal of the Bankrupt Jaw: referred to 
the Judiciary Committee. 


Mr. YOUNG presented a memorial from the 
Mayor and Aldermen of the city of Chicaga, Dli- 
nois, praying an appropriation for the completion 
of the improvements ip the harbor on Lake Michi- 
gan at that city. Mr. Y. in presenting the memo- 
rial, made some remarks, showing the rapidly in- 
ereasing importance of that city, in a commercial 
point of view. He said thatin 1836 the whole 
exports from that city amounted to $1,000; but in 
1841 they amounted to $248,362, which was an in- 
crease equal to 348,000 per cent. There has been 
exported from that city this season 282,000 bushels 
of wheat, valued at $382,000; 50,000 barrels of 


- CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


t beef; pork,and flour; 18.591 hides; 50 tons of lead; 
-8;750 lbs. of butter; 1,300 packs of fur. Hesaid 


_ wooden tenements; but now it was a flourishing . 


that the departures ef vessels-from that city month- 


ly-amounted to 150, comprising steamboayts and - 


other vessels. He contrasted the apearance of that 
place now with what it was.only a few years ago, 
when he first visited it, Then there were no 
other improvements but-a garrison and a-few 


and weil’ built city, teeming with an enterprising 
and busy population, with a commerce of some 


“magnitude. He also remarked on the importance 


of the. great canal, not only to that. place, but to 
the whole lake country, which was to connect Lake 
Michigan with the Mississippi, 65 miles of which 
will have been completed after the expenditure of 


-about $500,000, in addition to that which has been 


already expended.. The ‘people of his State are 
still persevering, with the hope that they will be, 
ere long, enabled to complete that great work, 
though a proper economy may not have been used 
in the expenditure of the money for that purpose. 
In view. of this flattering picture of the prosperity 
of Chicago, and its importance to the whole Jake 
country as a harbor, he made an appeal inher be- 
half, as being peculiarly entitled to the attention of 
Congress. 

The petition,he said, exhibited the fact that there 
were sixteen harbor improvementson Lake Erie, 
six on Lake Ontario, and.feuron Lake Champlain, 
while Lake Michigan, with a greater area of 
square wiles than either of. the other seven, lakes, 
is yet without a harbor; and the vessels of thatiake, 
instead of having a place of protection to flee to in 
ease of storm and danger, have to weigh an- 
chor and fly to the open sea for safety. There‘is 
an average loss of a vessel a year fof the want of 
this harbor; and not only that, but there is great 
loss of life and destruction of property. He hoped 
that the committee to which he proposed to refer 
the subject would give it full and mature considera- 
tion. The memorial was then referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Mr. PHELPS presented a memorial on the sub- 
ject of improving harbors on Lake Michigan; 
which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Messrs. BUCHANAN, STURGEON, BEN- 
TON, and MOREHEAD, presented memorials for 
the amendment or repeal of the Bankrupt law; re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. McROBERTS presented the memorial of 
the General Assembly of the State of Illinois, ask- 
ing the establishment of a marine hospital at the 
city of Chicago in the State of Illinois. 

Mr. McR. briefly explained the importance of 
the object contemplated, and upon his motion the 
memorial was ordered to be printed, and referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. CALHOUN presented a memorial from 
Charleston, South Carolina, praying that the bank- 
ruptlaw might be repeated. The writer of the 
letter enclosing the memorial states that he was 
satisfied that nineteen-twentieths of the business 
men of that city were for the repeal. The me- 
morialists believe that the law was unjust and im- 
practicable, but if it were not, that it was at least 
dangerous in the extreme. The memorial was re- 
ferred to the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. MOREHEAD presented a communication 
from the Governor of. Kentucky, enclosing resolu- 
tiens of the General Assembly of that State, in 
relation to the disrespect paid to American pass- 
ports by the Mexican Government, and the cap- 
ture by Mexican troops of certain American ci. 
tizens who were connected with the Santa Fe 
trading expedition, and cruelly put to death. The 
resolutions asked that the General Government 
would take energetic measures to redress the 
wrong, and pledges Kentucky to sustaia her in 
doing so. Mr. M. remarked that similar resolu- 
tions had been transmitted to the Executive, and 
he did not, therefore, deem that any action would 
be necessary on the resolutions, as he had no 
deubt the subject would be taken into serious con- 
sideration by that department of the Government, 
The resolutions were referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. g 

Mr. BERRIEN presented a communication 
from the Governor of Georgia, enclosing resolu- 


lions passed by the Legislature of that State, ask- ` 
ing that an actof Congress may be passed mak- 
ing compensation for horses lost in Florida by 
the Georgia troops in prosecuting the war against 
the Seminoles: referred to the Committee on: Mi- 
litary. Affairs. ce j 

Also, from the same source, resolutions calling 
the attention of Congress to the importance of re- 
taining the branch mint in Dahlonega, Georgia; 
which were ordered to lie on the table, : 

Also, from the same source, relating to the esta- 
blishment of post routes in. Georgia: referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. PHELPS presented one memorial from 
New York, and one from Vermont, both earnestly 
remonstrating against the repeal or postponement 
of the Bankrupt law. oe 

Mr. Puetrs said that, in presenting these me- 
morials, he would state that although his constitu- 
ents felt but little interest in the subject, and would 
not be affected at all by it, the memorials presented 
from Vermont and the voiceof the State ha@ been, . 
so far, without a solitary exception, in favor ofthe . 
law.” He had not taken part in the debate, for the _ 
reason that he occupied a somewhat delicate posis. 
tion in differing from his colleague, whose -opi- 
nions he at all times respected. Upon a future: 
occasion, he would state his opinions soméwhat at. 
large in reference to this measure. His. own’ co 
stituents were not much interested inthis’. 
haps as tittle interested as‘any other peoy 
United States. He should, however, deeply” 
to see the Senate. of the * United States so far'tr 
with its legislation aind with the hopes of the peo 
ple, expec'ing and awaiting the benefils of this law, ~ 
as to go fora repeal of the law. If, after more ex. 
perience, the law should prove ajbad one, be would 
then, with the evidence before him of its ineflicien- 
cy, go for repeal. But now, once for all, he would 
say that if there was any measure whieh was called 
for by the country, it was this precise measure. 
Nothing upon the face of the Constitution, in his 
opinion, exhibited more the wisdom of the fra- 
mers of that instrument thon this very power to es- 
tablish a uniform system of bankruptcy throughout 
the United States. He would venture to predict, 
and if this law was abrogated he feared, that the 
States would resort to such extravagant measures 
of legislation as had never before been heard of. 

Mr. KING presented joint resolutionsof the Le- 
gislature of Alabama, earnestly asking Congress . 
to admit Texas into the Union—setting forth that 
it was to the interest of the United States to do so 
—that it would add to its strength and general 
prosperity. Ordered to lie on the table and be 
printed. ' ; 

Also, joint resoluticn from the same State, rela- 
ting to the Distribution bill. Mr. Kina remarked 
that the Legislature of his State, after having so- 
lemnly considered that law, had come to the de~ 


| termination to reject, with indignation and scorn, 


the donation which tbat State would be entitled to 
under the law. Any considerations of relief from 
any debt, held up to that State by that act, weighed 
but as dust in the balance when the great con- 
sideration of preserving in its purity the Constitm- 
tion was involved. The State of Alabama be- 
lieved that law was a gross and palpable violation 
of the Constitution. That whilst it professedly 
distributes the proceeds from the sales of the pub- 
lic lands, it in effect distributes the revenues from 
customs. Thatif the principles of that law should 
be permitted to obtain, it would inevitably lead to 
the assumption of the mass of State debts, inas- 
rouch as it sanctions the principle by the dis- 
tribution of a partof the revenues from customs.’ 

On motion of Mr. KING, the resolutions were 
ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, from the Committee on 
Commerce, made an adverse report on the petition of 
Ferdinand Clark, praying to be refunded certain 
tonnage duties. 


Mr. CLAYTON introduced a resolution, which 
was laid over for future action, proposing to esta- 
blish, as a standing rule, that when a claim is once 
presented to the Senate and rejected, “it shall 
not be in order at a subsequent session to take the 
same petition from the files, to be referred to 
any standing committee, unless bya new memo- 


‘rial containing new evidence, or pointing out some 


` error.in the decision upon it. 
Mr. WOODBURY, from the Committee on 
Claims, made an adverse report on the memorial 
of the owners of the steamboat Itasea; for indem- 
nity. - 
` Mr. YOUNG, on leave introduced a bill for the 
relief of Isabella Hill, widow, Jobn Hill, Eliz- 
beth Hill and Sarah Hill, children and minor heirs 
a. tlaw ‘of Samuel Hill, deceased; which was read 
twice and referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands. ns 
Mr. RIVES ‘presented the following resolution; 
which was read and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads inquire into the expediency of directing the Postmaster 
General to reimburse to Stockton, Falls, & Co, such amount 
as they have been compelled to expend in the transportation of 
the mail from the City of Washington to Orange Court House, 
Virginia, in consequence of the damage done to the Potomac 
Bridge by the freshet of 1840, 


Mr. CLAY said that resolutions had been pre- 
sented this morning from-the State of Alabama, 
similar in their character to those adopted byan- 

“other State. He was sorry those Siates should 
have taken this stand. It would become necessary 

.to. make some provision by law; and he wou!d 

.. .. therefore submit a resolution, which would lie over 
. Mn) toemorrow, viz. 


, Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be in- 
efed.to inquire: into the expediency of providing by law 
whenever any State or States shall refuse their proportions 
the proceeds of the public lands, such proportion shall be 
“distributed among the residue of the assenting States, 


‘My. WOODBRIDGE on leave introduced a bill 
for the relief of Joseph Campau, and 
“A bill authorizing a patent to be issued to Joseph 
“Campau for a certain tract cf land; which were 
read twice and referred to the Committee on Pubtic 
Lands. ~~ ; 
Mr. McROBERTS, in pursuance of notioe here- 
- tofore given, asked and obtained leave to introduce 
a bill for an act declaring the assent of Congress to 
-Me State of Lilincis, to impose a tax upon all lands 
` hereafter sold by the United States, in that State, 
. from and after the time of such sales; which was 
read and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. LINN, from the Seicet Committee on the 
Territory of Oregon, reported a bill to autho- 
rize the adoption of means for the occupation and 
settlement of the Territory of Oregon, and for ex- 
tending certain pcrtions of the laws of the Union 

` over the same, and fot other purposes. 

On motion of Mr. ALLEN, the Senate took up 
_ for consideration. the resolution sabmitted by him 
a few days ago as follows, viz: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
inform the Senate, as soon as practicable, whether, in his opi- 
nion, the Government can, in the present exigency ofits financial 
affairs. be carried on, without either recalling to its service the 
revenue derived from the sales of the public domain, and which 
by an existing act is set apart for distribution to the States, or 
without drawing from the people, in addition to their present 
taxes, an amount equal to that revenue; and in conscquence of 
its distribution, by means of increasing the taxes now levied 
upon them, in the form of tariff duties; or, by imposing a new 
and direct tax upon them; or, by borrowing upon their sredit, 
in the form of direct loans, or of Treasury notes, to be paid 
eventually out of their laborand property. And if, in his opi- 
nion, the Government cannot be so carried on, without thus re- 
calling the land revenue; or increasing the taxes; or theloans to 
an amount equal to that revenue, and, in consequence of its dis- 
tribution, then which of those alternatives wili, in his opinion, 
be the most economical to the people: the recall of thatrevenne, 
the taxes, or the loans? Also, that he be directed to lay before 
the Senate the estimates and the reasons upon which such his 
opinions may be founded. i 

Mr. ALLEN modified the resolution by striking 
therefrom the words “and the reasons,” So as to 
make it a call for information merely, to suit the 
views of the majority, who had opposed it. Mr. A. 
spoke at some length, showing that the right existed 
in Congress to cali for the opinions of the Secre- 
tary in recommending a mode for replenishing the 
Treasury, or for raising revenue for the support of 
Government. He adverted to the principles upon 
which Congress had heretofore practised, and quo- 
ted from the laws creating the office of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, and prescribing his duties, to 
sustain him in the grounds he tok. 

With the modification picposed, he would un- 
dertake to say that if the information ke songhtcould 
be obtained from the Secretary, he would be 
enabled to prove to the country that the distribu- 
tion of three millions from the lands would ocea- 


sion an absolute loss to the country of between 
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one and two millions. ` If this information was to 
be interdicted by a bare numerical force, the peo- 
ple would whisper that those. who objected to. this 
Hele were afraid to have the truth come to 
ight. =o = rn tas 

Mr. RIVES moved to strike out all-after the 
word resolved, and insert the following: 

“That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to report to 
the Senate by what means adequate provision can best be made 
for meeting the necessary expenditures of the Gevernment in 
the present condition ofthe country, submitting his plan there- 
for in detail, with estimates of the probable product of each 
source of supply proposed, and also to what extent retrench- 
ment in the various branches of the public expenditure 1s 
likely to arise from the cessation or diminution of charges on 
the Treasury now existing, or may be farther effected by a wise 
economy. adapted alike to the wants'and resources of the Go- 
vernment.”” 

Mr. CLAY was quite as sensible of the impor- 
tance of the topics embraced in the resolution as 
the Senators who had moved the resolution; but, 
in view of the pressing necessity of ection on 
the Treasury Note bill, he moved to Jay the whole 
subject ón the table, and that the amendment be 
printed. , j 

Mr. ALLEN demanded the yeas and nays, which 


` were ordered. 


Mr. LINN made an appeal to the Senator from 
Ohio [Mr. Arten] to withdraw- the cail for ihe 
yeas and.nays, and let them go on with the money 
bill, for the. Governmrnt was now the most dis- 
tressed creature he knew of. He had a half hour 
to devote to the topics involved in the resolutions at 
some other time. 

Mr. ALLEN, in view of the efforts to smother 
investigation, and interdict the opinions of the Se- 
cretary in an official form as to the ruinous effects 
of the distributicn, csuld not withdraw it. The 
whole object of the opposition to his resolution was 
to smother inquiry. 

Mr. CLAY called the Senator to order. 
not the fect, so far as he was eoncerned. 

Mr. ALLEN said that was the effect of the ac- 
tion, if it was wot ike motive, . 

The yeas and ways being ordered, were—yeas 
27, nays 19, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Choate, Clay, Clayton. Evans, Graham, 
Henderson, Huntington, Ker, Mangum, Merrick, 
Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Pres- 
ton, Rives, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Tall- 
madge, White. and Woodbridge—Q7. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, Mouton, 
Pierce, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, 
Tappan, Walker, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, 
and Young—19. 

So the resolutions were laid on the table, and 
the amendment ordered to be printed. t 


TREASURY NOTE RILL. 

The Senate then preceeded to the considetstion’ 
of the Treasury note bill. The question eing, 
Shall the bill be ordered to be engrossed for third 
reading? i 

Mr. BENTON rose and offered the followidg ad- 
ditional sections tu the bil. viz: re, 

And be it further enacted, That fram and afier the last 
day of December, one thousand sight hundred and foréy-two, 
there shall be laid and collected throughout the United States, 
its Territories, and the District of Columbia, a tax on bank 
notes, and ail other Paper put in circulation as money, by cor- 
porations, individuals, or companics, as follows: f 

On each note, or piece of paper so put into circulation, pro- 
mising or ordering the payment of money, or other thing, or 
creating a liability on the pait of the issuer for such payment, 
the sum of ten cenis for the year eighteen hundred and forty- 
two; to be increased ten cents per annum, until the whole tax 
amounts to _ cents on each note or piece of paper so put 
into circulation, 

And be it further enacied, That every description of paper 
put inio circulation by corporations, c or individuals, 
for the payment ofmoney, or other thing, h shail be trans- 
ferable by delivery, and without the endorsement of each 
passer thereof, and without being subject to the laws which 
apply to inland bills of exchange, shati be held and deemed to 
be circulating paper within the meaning of this aci, aud shall 
be subject to the tax hereby imposed. ` 

And be it further enacted, Thai every corporation, compa 
ny, or Individual, who shallissue notes or paper of the forego 
isg descriptions. shall be subject to the tax aforesaid, and within 
thirty days after the lest day of September in each and every 
year, shail make out and transmit to the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, andthe marshal of the district in Which the said issue is 
de. a statement, verified by affidavi owing the average 
quarterly number of noies or paper in circulation for the first 
three quarters of ihe year, and the estimated average numbei 
of such notes or paper for the remaining quarter; the average 
of which four quarters shall be held and taken to be the annual 
number of the notes or other circulating paper in circulation: 
the said statement to be made out according wa form to be ob- 


It was 


of the district; on failure to make which return, the 


and tó a fine of fifty thousand dollars. 


And be it further enacted, That immediate “on, receiving 


‘said returns, the Secretary of-thé Treasury ‘shall ‘cause the tax. 


. tained from the Secretary of the Tseasury through the marshal’. 
Ja: coïpó- `- 
< ration, company, or. individual, shall be liable to a double tex, 


accruing thereon to be collected.by the marshal, and duly acs. 


counted for and paid over by him, 
And be it further enacted, 
paying over said moneys, Se 
And be further enacted, That additional and separate. secu. 
rity shall be required from each marshal for the faithful dis. 
charge of hisduties under thisact. i 


And beit further enacted, That. all double taxes, incurred- 


under this act, for a default in not making returns ofthe, cir- 
culation, shall be computed by the. marshal of the district and 
the Secretary of the Treasury, according to the reputed capital 
employed, or circulation issued, by the delinquent party; and 
all fines únder this act shall be recoverable -by action of debt, 
and shall be divided between the infor mersand the law officergof’ 
the United States prosecuting the same. 5 

Mr. BENTON supported his amendment in 
a brief. speech. He urged a retuta to the 
good öld practice—good with Governments: as 
well as individuals—to proyide for the payment 
of a debt whenever it was created; and considered 
this a very appropriate manner for providing for 


the present new debt, as it was taxing paper to_ 
The amcndment proposed. tò tax” 
all paper put into circulation, be it large or small,’ 


pay for paper. 


and coming from what source it might—a. bank: 


whole tax amounted to 
fix the maximum. His object was to tax all 
alike, end take acum which the large notes could 
pay easilv, and the small ones would’ sink 
under. His cbject was two “fold: first, to 
make the money corperations pay a little tax in 
these taxing times, when nothing escapes taxation 
but backs. Yhe mode of collecting it was easy == 
it was merely for the banks, companies, corpora- 
tions, and individuals engaged in the issue of notes. 
or tickets, to give in the annual average number of 
their notes or tickets, like a farmer gives in the 
number of his cattle or horses, or acres of land. 
the list to be given in to the United States Marshal 
for the district. ‘The tax to begin at ten cents on 
each note or ticket, and be increased ten cents an- 
nually, until it amounted to cents on each. 
The second object was to cperate the suppression, 
gradually, of sinall bank notes and shinplasters, A: 
uniform tax of a given amount would accomplish 
this. To lay a uniform tax of a certain 
amount on all bank notes and shinplasters, 
would be like putting a pound weight upon, the 
backs of all animals. Phe large and noble animals, 
such as horses, could carry it without . feeling 
it; the vermin would be kiiled underit.. A flea 
would never hop again with this pound weigbt on 
its back. So of the large notes and ihe small ones. 
The large would carry the tax easily, and ought to 
carry. it; the small ones would sink under it, and 
ought to sink. Taken in conjunction with a Bank- 
rapt aei against banks, which was now becoming 
the general doctrine, and this tax would complete 
the remedies against the evils of paper money, 
They were zemedies of diferent kinds, but uncare 
reni; the one preveniive, the otber curative. ‘dhe 
Bankrupt act would cure the evil after it hap- 
pened; the tax would almost prevent it from hap- 
pening; and would save the small dealing part of 
the community from ali loss—that class which now 
bears nearly ail the less. Mr. B. showed that bank 
notes were taxed in Engiand, and bad been taxed 
in the United States, and that this was a most ap. 
propriate time to tax them again. a 
Mr. CLAY calied for the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered, ri 
Mr. CALEIOUN said that he had not intended 
to say a werd cn this amendment, till the yeas and 
nays were ordered; but, being called on. to record 
his vote, be would, in a few words, assign bis>tea- 
sons for voting egainst it. If the mover in- 
tended his proposition as the commencement of a 
sys‘em, all he would say, wnder that aspect of the 
subject, was, tbat be had anticipated, bet for a 
short time, what would be forced on those in power, 
if the scheme of extravagant expenditures, which 
formed a part of thcir system of measures, should 
be carried out. He would tell them, that, as they 
were going on, loans and Treasury notes would 
soon fail them, and that it would be impossible for 


That five per centum shalt baal. > 
lowed to each marshal, for-his compensation in ‘collecting and: 
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. them toextórt from commerce the means of meet- 


ing the demands on the Treasury. — 


But he did not understand that the mover, impro-` 


posing ihe amendment, imtended it exclusively as 
a measure of revenue.. One, at least; of his ob- 
jects, as avowed by himself, is so io arrange the 
- proposed tax on notes as to suppress those of a small 
denomination, According to his (Mr. C’s) opinion, 
this would be a dangerous and une: nstitutional use 
of. the taxing power. . He held that all the powers 
delegated by the Constitution were trust powers, aad 


that, like all other powers of like deseription, they - 


were limited in their application to the nature and 
object of the trust.. Ta extend them’ beyond, to 
o her objects, would be a perversion of the power— 
the most dangerous of all the modes of violating 
the Constitution, because the most insicious, and 
easily and safely perpetrated. 

Entertaining this view, he. held that, as the ex- 
elusive object of the taxing power was revenue, to 
usé it for any ciher purpose—as, in this case, to 
suppress a certain description of bank notes—was 
a perversion of the power, and of course not war- 
ranted by. the Constitution. It was, in fact, to 
change the taxing into a penal power—two powers, 
however alike in form and appearance, that 
were wholly different in their nature and 
intention. The object of the penal power is 
to put down, destroy, and suppress that against which 
it is directed; it is directly. hostile to it: while 
on the contrary, the taxing power, although it may 
have to some extent the same effect, does not will it; 
and so far from seeking that suppression or distinction 
of its object, that would be fatal to itsreal design, re- 
venue; just, asin this case, the suppression of 
small notes would be a loss of the revenue from 
that source. ; 


Now, he held, as he bed already stated, such 
a perversion—the changing, under the specious re- 
tention of the name, the taxing into another and 
hostile power—ihe penal—to be highly dangerous 
and unconstitutionai, Once admitied, and there 
would be ro limitation of the powers of this Go- 
vernment. There is not a single power reserved to 
the States that might not be overruled by it. Even 
wills, and conveyances of real estates, might be as 
effectually suppressed, or regulated, as bank notes; 
and the owners might be divested of every descrip- 
tion of property held under the laws of the States, 
This was uot the first time that he had raised his 
voice against this Cangercus sirctch of power, A 
suggestion of the kind was thrown out by the Sena- 
tor from Virginia over the way, [Mr. Rives] in 
1834, which be (Mr. ©.) then resisted on the 
grounds on which he now opposed this amend- 
ment; and he had been for more than a dozen of 
yeirs contending against the same perversion of 
power in the case pf the protective tariff. Yes, ii is on 
the identical principle on which this amendjnent 
rests, that that odious and detestable system was 
reared, which has inflicted the evils on the country, 
under which it is now suffering. 

But, in opposing this abusive use of the taxing 
power, he was no friend to small notes. On the 
contrary, he believed that they had caused much 
mischief, and had greatly accelerated the calamity 
that had befallen the banks and the country. He 
had long since, as far back as 1834, fully express- 
ed himself on the subject. Bat experience had 
taught him, that in attempting. to remedy political 
disorders, we must be careful not to use means 
that may be productive of as much mischief, or 
more, than the disease to be removed. -Sach, he 
believed, would be the cavc in this instance. As 
mischievous us he admitied smal} notes io be, he 
could not consent to violate the Constitution, and 
introduce g remedy so dangerous as the perversion 
of the taxing into a penal power, to suppress the 
evil. Itwas a maxim with nim, in no case to re 
yenge any evil, however great, by the infraction 
of the Constitution in the smallest particular, or 
stretching the powers of that sacred instrument 
beyond their appropriate limits. It was on ihat prin- 
ciple he acted in the present ease, and on which he 
was prepared to act, in an analogous case, when it 
came up—that of perverting the bankrupt power 
for objects never intended, in reference to the banis. 
Asmuch as he was opposed to the whole system, 


£ 


‘he would not consént that it shóuld -be destroyed 
by forbidden instruments. | ee 

4 It was obvious, said Mr. C. that there lies at the 
bottom of all the remarks which have been made 
on this oécasion, a question much deeper ahd 


| more comprehensive than the one which-gave rise 


tothem. ‘That question is neither more nor less 
than the great one, Is the circulationof bank notes 
incompatible with the power of coining and fixing 
the standard of value, conferred by the Constitu- 
tion on-this. Government; or, to change the form of 
the question, have the States the right of creating 
‘banks of circulation? -He had long anticipated the 
rise of that question. It was one on which he offered 
no opinion; but he would tell those whose views 
Were opposed” to his on this occasion, that-the dis- 


orders of which they complain lie far deeper than - 


the circulation of small notes; and if they intend to 
prescribe a remedy, something very different from 
this, or putting banks into a bankrupt Jaw, must be 
applied. In his opinion, when the time comes, if 
itever should, when the question must be met, it 
would be far safer on all sides, much more manly 
and fair, to raise the direct question of suppression, 
by open penal enactments, against bank circula- 
tion, and thus leaving the courts to decide cn an 
issue fairly presented, than by these indirect, 
covered, and misnamed means, which pervert ad- 
mitted powers into instruments of effecting an ob- 
jeet never intended to be effected by them; and, in 
so doing. sanction a principle which may work 
changes in the system far beyond the power of man 
to perceive. 

Mr. WALKER said he should with greatpleasure 
vote for it as a tax for revenue, a tax repeatedly 
imposed for that purpose heretofore, and whieh for 
that purpose had heretofore received the support of 
the Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. Caruoun,] 
and cf the whole Democratic party. Indeed, asa 
tax for revenue, its constitutionality was still ad- 
mitted by the Senator from. South Carolina, but 
he denounced it now as unconstitutional, becauie 
one of its incidental consequences would be to ex- 
pel or diminish the circalation of bank paper; and 
if so, it was always unconstitutional, because it 
would always produce that effect. Now Mr. W. 
believed it would diminish bank cireulation, but 
that a considerable revenue would be derived from 
the measure, as had always been the case in former 
times. "Fhe great object, then, of the tax was 
revenue. And was not this revenue now wanted? 
Had we not now a debt of twelve, proposed on 
the other side to be extended to seventeen millions? 
Were not the creditors of the Government now 
unpaid? Was not an attempt now threatened to 
increase the duties beyond twenty per cent. be- 
cause it was alleged that these duties, even with 
the proceeds of the laad sales, would not 
yield an adequate revenue to pay the pub- 
lic debts and the expenses of the Govern- 
ment. If, then, (as was conceded,) the revenue 
that weuld accrue from this tax on bank notes 
would be considerable—if (as was also ad- 
mitted) this revenue was now wanted, who could 
or wonld doubt the constitutionality of the 
measure? But ifan addition to all this, the imposi- 


tion of this tax on banks would prevent an aug- - 


mentation of the tariff, and a violation of the com- 
promise act. (he Mr. W.) would consider it his 
imperative duty to vote for this amendment. 
Would his constituents, the great exporters of the 
Union, prefer a tax on their cotton, by an augmen- 
tation of the tariff, rather than a tax on. banks? 
Why not tax banks, when it is conceded we want 
the revenue? Banks are the great tax gatherers of 
the Union; and why should they escape taxation? 
Mr. W. had demonstrated by iablez, read by him in 
the Senate,a few days since, that the banks, as 
the result of ali their operations, taxed the people 
of this Union to an amount greatly exceeding every 
year the whole revenue of the nation. And why 
should these mighty incorporated -tax gatherers 
pay no tax, when it is conceded we want the re- 
venue, and that for revenue the tax is constitn- 
tional? Bat the tax is said to be unconstitutional, 
because as an incident it will diminish the amount 
of bank paper. Andis not an incident of every 
direct tax, that it will have a tendency to diminish 
_ the use of the article that is taxed? And if that in- 


it -will 


cident renders the law unconstitutional, every law 
imposing a direct tax is unconstitutional, and 
thus a power expressly granted is expunged 
from the Constitution. Tae law then is constitu- 
tional, because the money is wanted for revenue, 
Anå what is the incident complained of? That 
diminish ithe amount of. bank pa- 
per- And shall we, therefore refuse to exercise. 
a power expressly granted, and exercised, too, 
for the legitimate purpose of necessary revenue, 
because it will be an incident of the tax to diminish 
the amount of bank papet? Must the tariff be 
augmented; must tea and coffee and salt, and all 
the necessaries of life be taxed, and the banks not 
taxed? because if you tax them, even for neces- 
sary revenue, it will diminish the amount of bang 
paper. And if it docs diminish the amount of 
bank paper, what also follows? > That precisely to 
that extent it will inerease the circulation of guld 
and silver. which is expelled (as is admitted by Mr. 
Gallatin, and every other writer on cutrency,) by 
this very bank paper. And what is the daty-of 
this Governmen as to gold and silver? Itis to coin 
it, and to regulate its value—itis to make it a cur- 
rency; and asJ believe ,the only constitutional cur- 
rency, the only legal tender in payment of debts. 
For this purpose we have established mints and 
branch mints, and coined eighty six millionsgoldand 
silverin American coin. Wherelisit? Nearly allof it 
gone, banished from the country, by the substitu- 
ticn of bank paper. Your mints virtually abolished 
by these very banks, or used merely to coin mener y 
not for the use of our people, but to drive this coin 
across the Atlantic. If there is no currency known 
to the -Cénstitution, but gold and © silver, 
and no other a legal tender, and that cur- 
rency to be ccined and furnished only by this 
Government, is it unconstitutional te tax bank | 
paper, because, as an incident of that 
tax it may diminish bank circulation, and to 
the same extent increase the circulation of the con- 
stititional currency of gold and silver, and so far 
prevent the abolition of the mints and expulsion of 
specie by bank corporations?. Sir, to preserve this 
currency cf specie, and maintain it as the only 
standard of value, is one of the solemn trusts con- 
fided to this Government and if it be one of the 
incidents of. this bill to keep this currency of spe-. 
cie in the country, and mainfin this standard, it is 
a just and constitutional incident, and constitutes 
an additional argument in favor of the measure. 
Let it be clearly understood, that I vote for this tax 
because it is wanted for revenue, and for the same 
purpose ¿f revenue I would now vote fora bill 
imposing a tax on gold and silver ware. Sir, ac- 
cording to Mr. Gallatin’s estimate, two-fifths of the. 
gold and silver is thus wasted; $30,000 thus con- 
verted into plate, to gratify the vanity of a single 
individual, and at the rate of two-fifths, thirty-two 
millions thus subtracted from the specie currency 
of the country, and tbe very life-blood thus 
drained from the channels of productive industry. 
Sir, if the Senator from Missouri will consent, I 

(Mr. BENTON, from bis seat: I will accept and 
vote for it with pleacure.] 

Sir, a tax of ten per cent. on this gold and silver 
ware, would, in the present estimate, yield a reve- 
nue of more than three millions annually, which 
was much wanted, and which might prevent an 
augmentation of the loan, or a tax on tea and cof- 
fee, and other necessaries of life; and if, as an in- 
cident, it diminished the use of gold and silver 
ware, it could, to that extent, increase the consti- 
tutional currency of gold and silver, and do more 
for the permanent relief and prosperity of the 
coaniry than any other measure. 

Mr. BENTON followed Mr. Watxer, and read 
from the laws of the United States for the year 
1813, to show that bank notes were then taxed, 
and more heavily ihan he proposed—that the tay. 
rose as high as ten dollars on notes between $560 
and $1,000 Mr. B.in reply to Mr. CALHOUN, 
said that his first object was revenue: it was to 
make ihe moneyed corporations contribute to the 
support of Government. The other object was an 
incidental effect, resulting trom the exercise of a 
revenue power, and precisely such as had been 
practised upon by Congress from the foundation of 
Government. Mr. B. said- the taxing power was 


to raise money for the support of the Government. 


Unless’ that object was to be accomplished, thetax 


was unconstitutional; where it was to be accom- 


plished the tax would not become unconstitutional. 


on account of the incidental consequence, whether 


penal or protective. He applied this to the protective - 


policy; per-se, the protective duty was wnconstitu- 
tional; asan incidental effect protection was con- 


stitutional; and that bad ‘been the voice, of bot 


Houses of Congress from the year 1789 to the pre- 
sentday. Mr. B. said his bill only named ten 
cents as the tax on each note, to increase annually 
to a blank amount. ‘Phe ten cents was certainly a 
low. revenue duty—it was not a penal tax; the 
blank was to be filled by the Senate, so that the 
whole subject was in the hands of the Senate. 
They may make the tax high or low—confine it 
entirely to revenue~or raising it high enough to 
have the effect of suppressing smal! notes. All 
that were in favor of making banks pay revenue, 
might go for the amendment, and reserve their ob- 
jections to a later stage of the proceedings. Mr; 
B. adverted to Mr. Watrer’s proposition to in- 
clude gold and silver plate, which he considered 
good, and endorsed his argument for protecting the 
constitutional currency. To suppress small notes 
was to protect the constitulional currency; and it 
was the duty of Congress to protect that currency 
—to exért all its constitutional powers to. protect it. 

Mr. BAYARD was free to say that te had no 
doubt.that it would be indispensably necessary to 
resort to the taxing power to regulate the eurrency 
of the country. ‘fhere were now nine hundred 
and one banks, which held the community in debt 
to them to the amonat of four hundred and sixty- 
two millions of dollars; their nett circulation was 
not less‘than eighty-six millions, and their imme- 
diate means to meet their responsibilities were one 
hundred and twenty-eight millions. ‘These banks 
had usurped the Federal power over the currency, 
which would never be regulated until Congress re- 
stored to the Government legitimate control over 
it, and it would be impossible to preserve the social 
system in order without entire and absolute control 
over this particular subject. Such was the effect 
of the neglect to exercise it, that they saw the most 
worthless paper passing from hand to hand for the 
ordinary purposes of the country; and here, in this 
very city, in the teeth of a penal enactment, they 
found miserable small bills circulating as a care 
rency. The reason for the mismanagement of the 
banks was to be found in the fact that these insti- 
tutions had entrusted the management of their af- 
fairs to those who bad no interest in an honest 
transaction of business; therefore there was a su- 
pineness upon the subject and, as long as the 
stockholders were in the reeeipt of good dividends, 
it would be impossible to look into their concerns. 
But this was not all; these institutions were ma- 
naged by persons whose own interests were com- 
mitted to themselves and friends, and at whose ins 
stance contractions and expansions tock place 
whenever it would subserve their interests. ‘Phere 
was but one way to remedy this sia‘e of things; 
and that was, to suspend the swords over the hears 
of the banks, and make the stockholdsrs give at- 
tention to their property, the neglect to do which 
had been a source of much mischief. The notes 
of the banks should be taxed, and the institutions 
brought within the provisions of the Bankrap: law. 
If a bank continued in astate of suspension thirty 
or sixty days, it should be declared bankrupt, end 
cease to exercise its corrupt power. The whole 
community was filed with small, worthless bank 
paper, and until it was driven out of cirealation 
there would never be a sound currency. Bat he 
could not vote for the amendment of the Senator 
from Missouri gt this tirne; however, if the subject 
should be brought forward in iis proper time and 
piace, he would go the whole lengih in its support, 

Mr. CALHOUN said, that be would tell the 
Senator from Delaware, and those who advccaied 
the game measure, that when the question came 
up, it was not to be met by the taxing power, bat 
by a direct action to suppress these small notes by 
law; and he hoped that Senatsrs wouid not use the 
poisoned instrument, the taxing power, to inflict a 
wound upon the Constitution. Ifthe object which 
the Senator aims at is to resist the shock oceasioned 


by the banks in the monetary system, he would || 


_ have to go far beyond the banishment of small 
nétes—to the Sub-Treasury—and leave the banks 
. to themselves. He- was glad to see certain gen- 
tlemen turning against banks and coming to the 


aid of the party with which He was associated; but, 


while they were doing this, they were taking a re- 


medy fror the Constitution, which was as bad as | 


the disease to be cured; and, if he was not mista- 


ken, the tendency of the measure would beto 


strain the Constitutien to accomplish their object 
by indireet means; and if this should be done, no 
msn coukl see where it was to end. 

Mr. KUNG remarked that this was a very im- 
porani question, and therefore reqnired full con- 
sideration before acting updnit. He acqniesced 
jn mach which the Senator from Delaware had 
said; and he would go as far as amy man in look- 
ing out for the remedy, provided that it could be 
made to appear to him that the Constitution war- 
ranted the remedy in the mode proposed; hut he 
had great doubts whether they could exercise the 
power to put down the institutions which the States 
had bailt up, under the plea that the taxing power 
was thus resorted to for purpozes. of the Govern- 
ment. © He concurred with the Senator froin South 
‘Carolina, that the remedy proposed to be applied 
would be worse than the disease. He had ¢ reat 
doubts whether they could exercise the taxing 
power in a way that would strike down State in- 
stitutions. The proposition was not one of revenue 
alone, but it goes directly to destroy the issues of 
State banks, and to suppress the small note eiren- 
lation. He, fer one, was not prepared to exercise 
the taxing power, for the purnoses cf destruction. 
For the purposes of revenue, he admitted that they 
could lay taxes; but when taxes were laid to build 
upa particular interest, it would be manifestly 
building up one interest at the sacrifice of the other, 
which was totally uveon.titutional. Such was, in 
effect, the principle involved in the proposition 
now before the Senate. He was not then prepared 
to vote for that which would sacrifice every printi- 
ple he and his Democratic friends had been con- 
tending for for years. He was willing to do all in 
their power, which was constitutional, to remedy 
the evils of a depreciated currency. He was pre- 
pared, however, to Jook at this matter with every 
disposition to bring his mind to a correct conclu- 
sion; and, as he wisked to have time for that par- 
pose, he would appeal to the Senator from Missovri 
to withdraw his amendment for the present, and 
not impede the passage of this bill, which was so 
essential to relieve the necesvities of the Govern- 
ment. a 
Mr. BENTON, at the urgent appeal of Mr. 

KING, withdrew his amendment, to permit the 

Treasury Pote bill to proceed; and pledged him- 

self to be ag true as the needle to the pole in offer- 

ing the amendment to the first revenue bill that 
came up; and that would be very soon under this 
tax-lavine Administration. 

. Mr. WRIGHT submitted the following amend- 

ment, namely, to strike ont all efter the. enacting 

2 lause, and insert: i 

That whenever, after the passage of ihis act, the exigencies 
| of the Government may require ineans to meet the appropria- 
| tions made by €o s Leyoud the ordinary revenues, the 

President of the United States may, in case he shall think the 

interests of the public service will be promoted thereby, cause 

Treasury notes to be issued in qd ofa public stock, as aa- 

thurized by the act of the 2ist day of July, 1341, for any pait 

or the whole balance of the joan authorized by that act and not 
yet negotiated or contracted; such Treasury notes, if issued, to 

„be issued under the limitati d other provisions contained 
! in the act entided ‘An act to authorize the is gof Treasury. 
> approved the 12th day of October, 1 withthe a 
issue other notes in the place of such as may be 
y tue provisions of this act, and redeemed before 
the expiration of ene year from and after the pa e thereof: 
ded, aiways, That the whole amount of pubiic debt con- 
ed under this act, and the seid act of the 21st dav of July, 
4}, shali not exceed twelve millions of dollars; and that the 

whole amount of Treasury notes issued by authority of this 
ast, and outsunding at any one time, shall not exceed the ba- 
lance of the loanant edto be made by the said act of the 
Qist of July, 1841, which shall not have been made at the time 
of the passage of this act.” 7 
Mr. WRIGHT said that bis object was to remove 
the difiealiy raised yesterday that the proviso of 
if the bill, in its original form, wes a virtual repeal 
of so much of the-Loan billefilast session. This 
amendment reecgnised the authority, and preserved 
the existence of that law, and merely extended its 
provisions, so as to render the object more availa- 


preng 


- most precisely similar to that. introduced yester- 


ble, without authorizing au additional loan as 
posed by thée-presentamended billy © oe, 
Mr. EVANS said he regretted that the honorable 
Seuator from New York -had felt ithis duty to: pr 
posé the same amendment which had been fortwo |. 
days. under consideration, ard upon which the. 
judgment of: the Senate bad yesterday, been given: 
The proposition „now introduced’ was : 


day. The only difference was, that the present 
amendment proposed to issue $6 500,000, instead 


‘of $5,000,000, the sx anda half millions being ` 


the atnount of the loan not now taken ‘up. Both ©. 
of these sources of revenue were necessary, he had: 
stated over and ever again, and the effect of the 
amendment was to compel us to an eternal resort 
to Treasury notes; it compelled’us to that contis 
nned delay. aise, which had been productive of so 
many evils here, Gentlemen said, wait, wait, 
wait. The effect of waiting was to get the Govern- 
ment into the straits again. Senators upon the p- 
posite side resorted to this means to compel us to 
take their favorite mode for raising revenue. . He - 
preferred our own—the Loan bill to the Treasury. 
Note bill; but gentlemen wished us to yield;and this 
we could not dô., Mr. E. expressed an earnest. 
hope,.in conclusion, that the Senate. would allow. 
this b#ll to pass to-night. a ea i a 
Mr. WRIGHT thanked the Senator for his an=, 
dor in admitting his own object, and defining the- 
position which ke (Mr. Wricnr).and his friends~ ` 
occupied. 3 z 
Mr. CALHOUN set ths Senator from Maine right 
as to his-inference that the Sena‘ors at this side 
of the chamber were indisposed to vote the neces- 
sary supplies to the Government, This he denied. 
k was not they who created delay, but the gentle- 
men opposite. 
‘Che yeas and nays were then taken, and were: 
YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, Pierce, Sevier, 
Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, 
Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—17, ` 
NAYS-——Messrs. Archer, Bates, Bayard, Benton, 
Berrien, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Slayton, Evans, 
Graham, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, 
Miller, Morchead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, 
Rives, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, 
White, and, Woodbridge—26. ; Sas 
So the amendinent was rejected, ge 
Mr. WOODBURY submited the following 
amendment: : 


Arc.2. And be it further enacted, That beside the genera 
tevenue from customs, the proceeds of the sales of the public 
lands are hereby specially. pledged for the redemption ofthe 
Treasury notes, agreeably to thelr tenor, which may be issued 
under the provisions of this act, and shall be applied‘ solely to 
that use until the debts created by said notes shaji be fully satis: 
fied; and to carry that purpose into effect, the act of September 


| 4th, 1841, entitled “An act to appropriate the proceeds of the 


sales of the public lands, and to grant pre-eraption rights,” be 
and the same is liereby.xepealed, so far as regards the first nine. 
sections thereof. 


Mr. WGODSURY observed that it had now 
bec:me certain this bill was to be pasted in a form 
to add five millions more to the debt authorized at 
the last session. In the present condition of the 
country gentlemen cannot negotiate the ba'ance of 
the former lcan, unless at four er five per cent. bee 
low par. Treasury actes are also frora one to two 
per cent. b€low par. Instead of curing the diffi- 
culty in depreciation, as to the permanéat loan, “it 
is now in substance proposed to add to it, by 
throwing into the market an additonal temporary 
loan also equalio five millions. Tne proposition 
is, therefore, in effect, to add to the existing depres” 
ciation of the Government stock in the market, by - 
means of this additional indebtedness. Can it be 
said it is honest or honorable for financiers.or 
siatesmen to offer their Treasury notes. in, payment 
to the public creditor or the public servaste for their 
services nuder circumstances of depreciation and 
losses, occasioned by the legislation of the Govern- 
ment itself? He (Mr. W.) pro- 


y 


resorted to by our fathers-here, ant even by our foree 
fathers abroad; Which was to piedge something tan- 
gible for the redemption of the debt about to be ina 
curred. < 


j 


‘This was the ‘amendment offered to the bill—and 


if. adopted, its tendency would be to give additional. 


security to the holder of the notes, as well as lessen 
the an-ount from three to four millions which need 
be issued. Eas 


This amendment was almost a copy of the provi- | 


sion in the very first loan bill that passed after the 
adoptión of the Gonstitution. In that, after pledg- 
ing all:the revenue from. customs, except a small 
sum, required to meet current expenses, it was 


poepacted: 
wen 
oe 


_ “That the proceeds of the sales which shall be made of lands 
in-the Western Territory, now belonging, or that may hereafter 
belong tothe United States, shali be, and are hereby, appropri- 
ated towards sinking or discharging the debts for the payment 
whereof the United States now are, or by virtue of this act may 
be holden, and shall be applied solely to that use until the said 
7 debts shall be fully satisfied.” [Approved August 4, 1790.) 


This was sound wisdom, and helped then” to 
raise our depreciated stocks -to par. We are, in 
respect. to our credit, in a like conditionnow. The 


faygrite measure of the other side of the House—a _ 


permanent loan in peace—has become unavailable 


—hħas failed. The Treasury-noies—by means of. 


having no income from lands to redeem them, and 
new as wellas great expenditures being autho- 
rized—are not at par. This bill is about to aggra- 
vate the evil, if passed in its present form. Public 
cieditors are waiting impatiently for their dues. 
No time exists to impose new taxes to cover the 
emergency. No reduction in expenditures can 


now ke made, that is able to remedy the past. or” 


present difficulty, but only the future. Send out 
then, rehef, sir, in this or any other practicable 
form; but send it so as to be honest, ¢fficient, 
honorable.“ Do not injure those creditors and dis- 
grace ourselves, and give rise to numberless claims 
for indemnity hereafter, by offering coolly to them 
in payment, what we know to be depreciated and 
unjust. Espeeially should we abhor and avoid this 
in peace, and when, by adopting this amendment, 
we can put on the face of the bill itself what will 
restore credit and character to ihe notes issued. 
Will any Senator propese any thing else io effect 
this.desirable object? If he can, { will with plea. 
sure withdraw the amendment. Bat I protest 
against passing a bill which is known at the time 
to be injurious in its operation to the public eredi- 
tors, and disreputable in its consequences to the 
national faith. Do what you will ins‘ead of the 
amendment; but do something to avert wrong—= 
someibing to preserve our coastitutioval cbliga 
tions-—-something which is likely to prevent what, 
as Senators and men, we must not only condemn, 
but deprecate and loathe, 

Mr. CLAY replied to Mr. Woopsoury, and asked 
what did the honorable Senator do, when at the 
head of the Treasury Department? His policy 
seemed to have changed. In point of fact, we had 
been going on with an excess of expenditure over 
our receipts for four years. Treasury notes had 
been issued for four successive years. They had 
becn thrown from one year into another, and they 
were thrown over by the last Administration into 
this Administration, and for this Administration to 
redeem. The notes now below par, and which we 
are called upon (said Mr. CLAY) to redeem, are the 
Treasury notes of the preceding Administration; 
and, until the Senator from New Hampshire brings 
up his own paper to par, from its present deprecia- 
tion, let him be less solicitous about the Treasury 
notes to be issued by the present Administration. 


~~ But whence this new born zeal (said Mr. C.) in 


regard to taxation. Tt was, he admitted, scanda- 

lous that thisGovernment should have gone on for 

years past, and was going on now, by the expendi. 

tare of more than was received. Taxation, he 
„gew, and had before said, was the remedy for ihis. 
“Carry out, then, said he, the spirit of the Compro- 
mise act. Look to revenue alone, for the support 
of Government, Do not raise the question of pro- 
tection, which (ssid the Senator from Kentucky) I 
had hoped had been put torest, There is no ne- 
cessiiy of protection, for protection. But what 
(asked Mr. C.) was ibe course of my honorable 
friend from New Hampshire, (for I heariily reci- 
precate the friendship he professed for me the other 
day,) when we had a tax bill under cozsideration? 
Where was he then? Did he vote for the tax bill 
before us? Did he not rather choose to sip his tea 
and cofee a little longer, and to withhold the tax 


“(said Mr. Cray 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


from those luxuries? And he will now (continued 
Mr..C.)-consent to tax these articles? If he will, I 
go along with him, heart and hand: 


they were thrown away. Did not the Staies re- 
ceive them? Did not the. people have the benefit 
of them? - Bat why, he asked, this covert attack 
upon the Land bill-when another bill is under con- 
sideration. `: We. will meet you openly and fairly 
„When this question comes before 
the Senate. AAT would-be remembered that when 
the honoggble gentleman (Mr. Woopzury) sat at 
the oiher end of theavenue begging and lamenting 
over the necessities of the Government, he re- 
commended, and twice in one session of Congress, 
the issue of Treasury notes. Did he make any op- 
position to them? No. Even though opposed to 
them in principle, we submitted to them, and now 
he would say, en passant, that he was opposed to 
the whole system of issting Treasury notes, and 
that ké could not vote for this bill, unless hi$ vote 
was necessary tosave it. But how was it that the 
Senator from New Hampshire? Nothwithstand- 
he had worked like a beaver, session after 
sessicn, to procure the passage of Treasury 
notes, he was now found, even when the country 
was suffering, embarrasing the passage of this 
bill. . 

Mr.. WOODBURY, (in answer to Mr. Cray,) 
said he rose to set history right on two or three ob- 
servations made by the Senator from Kentucky. * 

Ta the first place, the Senate would bear witness 
that be had not delayed the passage of the present 


bill. On the contrary, the motion which had created. 


most of the debate, came from the other side of the 
chamber, and many of Mr. W’s friends had pro- 
posed to pass the bill at once, as it came from the 
House of Representatives. 

In the next place, the gentleman who had just 
stated that the former Treasury notes were a$ much 
without means of prompt redemption as these, and 
had so been recommended by Mr. W. must, from 
his ill health, not.have bestowed usual.attention on 
this subject. 

Mr. Woopsury had remarked, when last up, and 
such appeared to be the fact on our own records, 
that the other Treasury notes were at first to be re- 
deemed, not only by the general revenues, but by 
debts due and in the course of collection from the 
banks. 

This collateral security and ability was dwelt on 
in the original recommendation of them. That 
enabled the Treasury to meet them all with gold 
and silver, or their equivalent, promptly as they 
fell due. 

Wot a day’s delay had occurred in the discharge 
of them, nor had they ever been discredited. 
The dues from the banks were large, and the sales 
from lands in 1839 were over seven millions, 
neither of which now exist. In this way the pub- 
lic credit was fully sustained, and the notes bear- 
ing on’y 5 percent. and 54, were often at par in 
New York, as well as elsewhere. 

But now, with only small balances due from 
banks, and the publie lands given away, and no 
other special pledge substituted, and under great 
additional appropriations made at the extra ses- 
sion, with a new permanent debt of twelve mil- 
lions authorized, was it strange that the Treasury 
notes should now be depreciated? But this had 
happened not under the past Administration. This 
wretched financia! condition was the fruit of the 
extra session. On the 4th of March last, when 
the present dynasty took charge of the publie Trea- 
sury, the notes out were all at par. 

The whole amount out at the beginning 
year was only four millions anda fraction. They 
had at times before been reduced as low as two to 
three millions. But now they were about seven 
millions; and it was now, after ihe reckless and 
ruinous waste of the public lands just described, 
and the great addition to our debt, that they had 
become @iseredited. Notes so issued, and so sus- 
tained, as those since the extra session, and as those 
proposed by this bill, were not issued in conformity 
to his policy, were not his notes, and he washed his 
hands of them, 


Indeed, the Senator from Kentucky would do 
him the justice, on looking once more to the official 


of the 


The Senator talks of the public. lands as though. 


“reports from the Treasury Department which 


he held in his hand, but would not detain 


. the’ Senate “by reading, to admit that Mr. 


W. bad never recommended Treasury — notes 
any more than a permanent debt to supply a 
permanent deficit in peace. They were not now, 
nor ever, favorite mode of relief with him, except ‘ 
for mere temporal objects, and with ample means 
to sustain them atpar. Then he had urged reduc- 
tion in expenditures so as to leave no deficit; and 
if that could not be accomplished: without injury 
to our national interests, to resort to taxes at onée 
for the balance. i à 

` Why, sir, did I not at the very last session, in a 
report called for by that very Senator, recommend 
this very course? And as to the articles of tea 
and coflee, so much discussed and misrepresented, 
did I not say then, and repeat it at ihe extra ses- 


_sion, that they should, when proper, be taxed as 


readily, if not more so, than salt, sugar, or iron, 

which, though great necessaries of life, are now 

heavily taxed? But I then, and at other times, . 
have added, and endeavored to prove, that with 

safe and salutary retrenchment in our expenses, 

no taxon tea and coffee was required to meet 

promptly all the public engagements. 

On the same principle I voted against the new. 
tari bil); because it raised three millions more on 
other articles than would be needed, if proper re- 
ductions were made in the expenses, and the pub- 
lic lands were not squandered. - That is the expla- 
nation, sir, ard it involves neither inconsistency 
nor retraction. I say squandered, too, sir, and 
not merely given away. Because as my triend 
from Ohio [Mr. ALLEN] offered to show tc-day, the 
States must. pay back in new tariff taxes all they 
receive; but besides this, one to two millions will 
be utterly lost in expenses, transfers, risk, and de-. 
lays. = ; 

Tet us then once more revive ourdrooping credit, 
by taxing back, and wisely pledging those lands, ag 
was originally done by our fathers,for the redemp- 
tion of the public debt. Then the notesin this bill will | 


` stand some chance of being at par, and this Senate 


and the country will not be stigmatized with at. 
tempting deliberately to. pay its creditors in what 
is worth less than they contracted for, and with 
countenancing in time of peace, the miserable and 
demoralizing use of a cepreciated currency. 

Mr. CLAY contrasied the Senator’s precepts 
now, with his example at the head of the Treasury 
Department. 

Mr. WOODBURY considered his example 
then, and his precepts now, would bear the test of 
comparison much beiter than the precepts of the 
gentlemen on the other side on coming inte power, 
with their example now that they are in power, 
especially in their promised retrenchment and re- 
form. 

Mr. CALHOUN made a few remarks in ex- 
planation. , 

(Mr. LINN suggested to his friend from New 
Hampshire [Mr. Woopsury] to make his amend- 
ment conform to his, Mr. L’s bill which went no 
farther than repealing the distribution portion of the 
land bill, leaving the other portions of it to stand; 
which was accepted by Mr. Woopsoury.} 

Mr. LUNN remarked that if it were absolutely 
necessary for carrying on the Government, that 
the State of Missouri should give back to Con- 
gress the five hundred thousand acres of land and 
the other advantages allottedto her as her portion 
under the operation of the distribution act, she would 
freely give her consent to surrender her portion: 
if patriotism demanded it, she would freely give up 
all. Though that portion is not half whatis allotted 
to Ohio, and not two-thirds of the share given to 
one or two other States, if it was as mach or more 
than the share of any other, she would give it back 
most cheerfully, if necessary, to the good of the 
whole. The people of Missouri would do this, al- 
though their claims on the General Government 
were greater than those of any other Western 
State, exeept Arkansas; for on them had been 
thrown, by the action of the General Government, 
for the relief of the Nortkern, Eastern, and South- 
ern, and some of the Western States, the griev- 
ous burden of an Indian population removed from 
those States. This was a greater disadvantage to 


‘Missouri’ than any other Western State had to 
labor under. If, in the Distribution act,. Missouri 
had even been given a portion equal to that of Ohio, 
it would have been an inadequate compensation 
for the curse of an Indian population, continually 
miaking inroads on the peace and property of her peo- 
ple.’ At-the time this infliction was meditated on that 
State, gentlensen then and now on this floor pledged 


themselves that they would, whenever it should be-. 


come necessary,go as far as the Representatives of the 
State themselves, to grant protection from the con- 
sequences of placing a savage Indian population 
on her. borders. 
these very benefited States were called upon, and 
the imperious necessity of immediate defence of 
the Western frontier was demonstrated, they voted 
down every propositioi—every attempt to gain an 
appropriation for repairing or erecting indispensable 


fortifications. In vain were their sympathies, their. 


promises, or their justice appealed to. Much had 
just been said about consistency much had been 
said about compelling gentlemen to change their 
votes by opposition to their present wishes. Now, 
he believed it was not only a sound doctriae in 
ethics, but in practice, whenever a gentleman 
found he had acted erroneously, under mistaken 
views, he should change his ‘actions.so as to ag- 
cord with his changed opinions. The gentlemen 
must feel satisfied they are wrong, and should not 
persisist merely for a show of consistency. But in 
truth, as far as consistency was concerned, he could 
not help saying that his Whig friends in this chamber 
had shown that they have as little to boast of as any 
set of men he ever saw. On coming into power 
their tirades against proscription were worthy of 
all praise. Yet the moment they were seated in 
power, what was their exemplification of consis- 
tency? Was sucha change from precept to ex- 
ample ever known? The less the gentlemen say 
about consistency after that, the better; for a greater 
dereliction from pledges, never had beea shown 
by any set of men upon the face of the globe. 
They have shown that they can change and change 
and change, their principles, their conduct, and 
why not their votes? Their facility for changing 
is too deeply impressed on the page of history to 
be obliterated by any attempis now. He 
did not mean to apply his remarks individually: 
to any of his Whig friends. He spoke, in the col- 
lective sense, of their prizciples, conduct, aad ex- 
ample. They had attacked the consistency of the 
friends uf the late Administration, and he had but 
attempted to show where the charge cou'd be more 
jastly applied. Perhaps the gentl-mea were to be 
excused, conside ring the deep distress ia which 
they have plunged themselves. They were nearly 
ia as much distress as the Government, which it 
now appeared was as distressed a ‘creature as 
could well be. But he could iell the gentlemen they 
had not yet reached the bottom of their distress, 
and until they did, they would continue resort- 
ing to charlatanism fer relief, like those 
who repair to quack empirics for a cure, but, 
when quackery tails, are obliged to resort to the 
regular physician.for real rel'ef. Here, however, 
the quackery, unfortunately, is applied, not to one 
individual alone, but to upwards of seventeen mil- 
lions of people. The gentlemen’s disiress isa disease 
that, like other diseases, will become greater before 
relief will come. They must suffer their ulcers to 
be probed, and placed in a curative condition, be- 
fore they will begin to recover. If the Whigs 
had not, by improper means, supplanted the 
late Administration, could they lay their hands 
on their hearts and tay the Government 
would be in its present distress? Do they 
conscientiously believe Treasury notes would now 
be ina state of depreciation? Do they not them- 
selves prove that the carrying on of this Administra- 
is very different from that of the las} The credu 
of the Government is sunk now very low, and 
while they seem determined to keep it there, how can 
they suppose any man who has money, will lend it 
to them, or that even stockjobbers and brokers 
will supply their wants, wi hout exacting a dis- 
` count in proportion to the distress and ur- 
gency of the Treasury? Do they expect 
to improve the credit of the Governmen! 
by increasing their indebtedness, besides squandering 


Yet at the last session, when 


hi 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. _ 


the means confided to the Government for thé express 


purpose of keeping up the national credit by a tangible 
evidence of means? But these means—the proceéds 
of the public lands—it is said by the Senator from 
Kentucky [Mr. Cray] go to. the people throngh 
the States in support of their eredit. Does ntt 


every one know that the credit of the Sates isa - 


very different thing from the credit of the General 
Government. Why should they be amalga- 
mated or identified?. If such a--course were 
tolerated, this Government would very so^n 
find itself stripped of every thing essentia! to its 
existence as a Government—a Government 
organized and intended for the benefit of the whole 
of the States collectively, and new confided to the 
hands of the gentlemen in power, as-a trust, not to 
be abused, but administered in good faith. It is 
not committed to their hands that they may let it fall 
to pieces. But the gentlemen are much distressed, 
and, like the credit of the Government while in 
their hands, and like the credit of the States under 
their paper money system, they and their trust and 
their system, like the Whig parly, are doomed all 
to perish together. It-requires not the gift of pro- 
phecy to foretell their doom. How can it be other- 
wise? While they are plotting to raise borrowed 
money with one hand, they are throwing away the 
means of repayment with the other. But their 
hour of delusion is past. The American peo- 
ple now see the result of their promised retrench- 
meat and reform. These matters are seen in 
their true light. It was not necessary to say much 
to point the attention of the. people to ‘he present 
illustration ef - Whig practices, contrasted with 
Whig promises. 


The yeas and nays being ordered, on Mr. 
Woopzury’s amendment, were—yeas 19, nays 26, 
as follows: 

YBAS—Mess, Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal. 

koun, Fakon, Kog, Linn, McRoberts, Monton, 
Pierce, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, 
Tappan, Waiker, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, 
and Young.—19. 
. NEAS—Mess.s. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bay- 
ard, Berrien, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Evans, Graham, Huntington, Ker, Mangur, 
Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Pren- 
tiss, Preston, Rives, Smith of Indiana, Southard, 
Tallmadge, White, and Woodbridge—26. 

The question was then taken, and carried with- 
ont a division, on ordering the bill to be engrossed 
for a third reading. ` 
_ Mr. CALHOUN moved an adjournment, as the 
hour was late, and it was his desire tọ address the 
Scnate in full of the measure. 

The Senate then, at half past 4 o'clock, ad- 
journed, 


> 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, January 21, 1841. ` 

The journal of yesterday was read, and (after 
an amendment as to a point of fact made thereto 
on motion of Mr. Warren) was approved, 

[fn the course of the proceedings of the House 
on Yhursday, Mr. Rooszveir gave the following 
notice, of which not a word was heard by the Re- 
porter, and of the presentation of which even ke 
was ignorant, (amidst the noise of the Hal)) until 
he heard the journal read this morning. 

Mr. Roosrvecr gave notice ofa motion to amend 
the rules by inserting therein the following expla- 
natory rule, viz: 


“Immediately previous to the final actionofthe [Touse on any 
bill or concurrent resolution, and before the main question shat! 


be ordered to be put, any member having in charge any petition 
or memorial relating to the subject matier ofsuch bill or esolu- 
tion, and stating that he has had no previous opportunity of pre- 
senting the same, shall have the right, and shall be deemed in 
order, to present such petition or memorial, any rele or order of 
the House, or any interpretation thereof, to tbe contrary not- 
withstanding. } 


On leave given, a petition was presented by Mr, 
THOS. J. CAMPBELL, and was appropriately 
referred. 

Mr. C. presented papers and documents of Mrs. 
Naney Hambright, of McMinn county, Tennessee, 
widow o Captain John Hambright, deceased, 
praying the passage of an act of Congress al owing 
her a pension. 3 


Mr. JOSEPH R, INGERSOLL, on his motion, 


“Warren, 


was excused from serving of «a Select. committee, 
(for a reason not heard’ by. the Reporter.) o ca 
i On leave given, Mr. BLAIR offered the follow- 
ing resolution, which was adopted: a 
Resolvéd, ‘That. the Comynittee on Military Afairs be Ine: 
tructed to inquire intothe expediency of making an appropria- 
tion to improve: the navigation of Lake Champlain ‘where: it 
communicates with the Champlain Canal at White Hall, in the 
State of New York. oon ; 5 
Mr. J.G. FLOYD asked leave to offers petition. 
Objected to. : ; ee 
The unfinished business of yesterday was the pe- 
tition presented by Mr. CaLn uN from citizens of 
Springfield, Massachusetts, praying that diploma- 
tic and commercial relations be entered into be- 
tween the Uniied States and the Republic of Hayti. 
Which said petition Mr. J. CaMmPBELL of South 
Carolina had moved to Jay on the table. 
Pending which said motion the House had ad- 
journed. 3 
And the question now being on the motion to lay 
the petition on the table— TS 
Mr. CAMPBELL rose and. was understood to 
say, that he had been applied to by many ofhis ` 


_ friends fo withdraw his motion to'lay. the ‘petition 


on the table. If he thought the object of the peti- - 
tioner wasto extend trade, to. increase wealth; ot to: 
encourage industry, he would consent to withdraw 
the motion. But as the petition bore où the face 
of it marks of iacendiarism 

Mr. C. was here interrupted by cries to order; 
and the Reporter did not here the residue of the 
sentence. But the motion to lay the petition on the 
table was not withdrawn. ise? 

The yeas and nays on that motion (which had 
heretofore been ordered) were then taken, and re- 
sulted as follows: . 

YEAS—Messrs, Landaff W. Andrews, Arrington, Atherton, 
Beeson, Bidlack, Bowne, Boyd, A. V. Brown, Burke, Sampson 
H. Butler, Wiliam Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick -C, 
Caldwell, J. Campbell, Wm. B. Campbell, Thomas J. Camp- 
bell, Caruthers, Cary, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Craveng, 
Cross, Daniel, G. Davis, Deberry. Kastman, Egbert, Charles 
A. Floyd, Fornance, Thomas F., Foster, Goggin, Gordon, Gra- 
ham, Green, Gwinn, Habersham, John Hastings, (Hays, Hous. 
ton, Hubard, Jack, Wm. Cost Johnson, Lewis, Mallory, 
Marchand, Matthews, Medi, Meriwether, Miller, Newhara, 
Owsley, Payne, Pickens, Plumer, Pope, Profi, Rayner, Re- 
diag, Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, 
Spriggs, stanly, Steenrod, Hummers, Swency, Taliaierto, 
John B. Thompson, Triplett, furney, Van. Buren, Ward, 

art Washington, Watterson, Westbrook, James W, 
Williams, Lewis Williams, ©. H. Williams, Joseph Le 
Williams, and e-~—86. 

NA YS—Mes: Adams, Allen, $. J Andrews, Arnold, 
Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Barton, Bhdseye, Blair, 
Boardman, Borden, Brewster, Briggs, Brockway, Charles 
Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, Casey, Chittenden, John ©. Clark, * 
S. N. Clarke, Clinton, Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Cushing, 
Richard D. Davis, John Edwards, Everett, Ferris, Fessenden, 
Fillmore, John G. Floyd, A L. Foster, Gates, Giddings, P.G, ~ 
Goode, Granger, Gustine, Ifall, Wiliam S. Hastings, Henry, 
Howard, Hudson, Charles J. Ingersoll, W.. W. Irwin, James, 
John P. Kennedy, Andrew Kennedy, Lane, Lawrence, Lint, 
Lowell, Alfred Marshall, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, 
Maxwell, Maynard, Morgan, Morrow, Osborne, Parmenter, 
Partridge, Pendleton, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, A. Ran- 
dal, Randolph, Ridgway, Rodney, William Russell, J. M, 
Russell, Saltonstall, Sanford, Simonton, Slade, Truman’ 
Smith, Stratton, Alexander H. H, Stuau, Tiinghast, To- 
land, Fomtinson, Prundu, Underwood, Van “Rensselaer, 
Weiler, Thomas W. Williams, Winthrop, Wood, Yorke, and 
Avgustys Young—. 

So the monon toky on the table wes rejected. 

And the petities was then refericd to the Com- 
mitice on Foreign Affairs. 

Petitions and memorials were further presented 
(in execution of the order of the 7th inst.) by the 
following gentlemen, and were appropriately Te- 
ferred: 

Messis. CALHOUN, HASTINGS, 
ING, BAKER, BORNELL, PARMENTsR, 
HUDSON, WINTHROP, SALTONSTALL, 
BORDEN, and ADAMS, 

On leave given, Mr. BURNELL offered the fol- 
lowing resilution; which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Commitiee of Ways and Means be, and 
they hereby e acted to inquice into.the expediency of 
providing that the $ tary of th Treasury require of the col. 
lectors of the several collection ricis in the Unitted States a 
return to be made tobim once in every thirty days, compre- 
herding & ly the kind of all articles imported into their re- 
spective is from foreiga countries, with the aggregate 
quantity and the aggregate value thereof, specifying in the 
same manner such articles as have been entered for exporta- 
tion, ther with alike. statement of all articles exported 
from their respective districts, distinguishing foreign from do- 


CUSH- 


" mestis productions; and that he, as soon as may be after such 


returns ‘shall have been receivedshall publish the substance 
of the same. 

Mr. B. also asked leave to offer the following 
resolution; which wes objected te: 

Regolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he 


“168 


hereby is, directed to report to this House tabular statements of 
the duties and restrictions imposed by all foreign nations upon’ 
the productions of the United States, in order*to exhibit how 
far the commerce and nayigation of this country is encouraged, 
and. how far encumbered and restrictéd in its intercourse with 
other countries. “And, in connection with the foregomg, the 
rates of duty established by the tariff acts of the United States 
- of 1832, 1833, and 1841... i ae ; 


<. Among the petitions presented by Messrs. HUD- 


SON, WINTHROP, BORDEN, asd ADAMS, | 


‘were-several on ihe subject of Abolition, some of 
which, coming under the twenty-first rule, were 
refused, and on others the question of their recep- 
tion was laid on the table. > . 

Mr. ADAMS presented a petition from a num- 
ber of citizens of Massachusetts, stating that by 
law no foreigner of color can now become a citis 
zen of the United States, and bold real estate 
therein; and praying that the naturalization laws 
may be so amended as to permit. free colored fo- 
reigners to. become citizens of the United Siates, 
-and to hold real estate. 

Mr. WISE raised the question cf reception on 
the above petition, and moved to lay that question 
on the table. 

Mr. CALHOUN asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and, being taken, were as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs, Landaf W, Acdrews, Arrington, Atherton, 
Beeson, Bidlack, Botts, Bowne, Boyd, Aaron V, Brown, Milton 
Brown, Burke, Samson H. Buder. William Butler, Willian 
O. Buter, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick ©, Caldwei}, John 
Campbell, William, B Campbell, Thomas J, Campbell, Cary, 
Casey, Chapman, Cliffurd, Coles, Cross, Daniel, Garrett Davis, 
Deberry, Eastman, John C. Edwards. Egbert, Charles A. Floyd, 
Thomas F. Foster, Geny, Gerry, Gilmer, Goggin, Gordon, 
Graham, Green, Gwin, Uabersham, Harris, John Hastings, 
Hays, Holmes, Hopkios, Houck, Houston, “Hubard, Hunter, 
Charles J. Ingersoll, William Cost Johnson, 1. D, Jones, Keim, 
John P. Kennedy, Abraham McClellan, Robert McClellan, 
McKay, Moliory, Marchand, Thomas F. Marshali, Samson 
Mason, Mathews, Medilt, Meriwether, Miller, Moore, Newhard, 
Owsley, Payne, Pickens, Plumer, Pope, Powell, Profit, 
Ramsey, Alexander Randal, Rayner, Reding, Reynolds. 
Rhett, Kiggs, Rodney, Rogers, William Russell, Saunders, 
Shaw, Shepperd, Wiiliam Smith, Shields, Sprigg, Stanly, 
Steenrod, Jobn É. Stuact, Summers, Sweacy, Taliaferro, Jobn 
B. Thompson, Richard W. Tuompson, Jacob Tompson, 
Triplett, Turney, Warren, Washington, Watterson, Weller, 
Westbrook, Edward D, White, James W, Williams, Lewis 
Wiliams; Chi 4: Wiliams; Joseph L. Wiiliams, and Wise— 


_ Sv the question of reception (carrying the peti- 
tion with t) was laii n the taole. 
Mr, ADAMS also presented a petiion from a 


number of citizens of Massachusetts, stating that 
the Constitution of the United States guaranties to 
each State in the Union a Republican form cf Go- 
vernment, and ihaz there are thirteen States [sam 
ing ‘the slaveholding States in their erder] whose 
governments are absolutely despotic, cnerous, and 
oppressive in its exactions on a great number of 
iis citizens. The petitioners, therefore, pray that 
Congress would take this matter inte considers- 
tion and lay it before the several States, and finally 
toadopt some fe measures by which this 
alarming evil may be remedied, and a Repub‘ican 
forin of Government gaaranticd to such of the 
Srates as are new without it. . 

Mre JONES of Maryland raized the question of 
receplion om the above peiilion, and moved ta lay 
that question on the table, which motion was 
agreed to. 

Mr. ADA 


MS offered a preamble and resolution 
of the anti very society cf Pennsylvania, stating 
that, whereas it is proposed that this country shall 
goto war with England, for ihe purpose of oblig- 
ing the British Goverament to assist ia holding 
natives of the Uniced Siates in slavery: Therefore 
resolved, That such war would as much exceed in 
unrighteousness, that which was waged against this 
country by England in i766, aa the wrongs and 
privations ifi:cted oa the siaves ia some of the 
States in this Union exceed in magnitude the 
wrongs which led to ihe Deelaration of indepen- 
dence. 

[Daring tbe reading of this preamble and reso- 
lution, Mr. Apams was frequently called to order 


by Mr. Wise, and deci¢ed to bé ‘out of order by 
. the Speaker; but, after each interruption, he con- 


Until, by. this means, he had contrived to get through 
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tinued reading ndditional portions of the paper, 


with the whole of it—-much noise. and excitement 
prevailing at the timé:], Ar l 

‘The CHAIR said the question had been raised 
before, and decided that it was not in order for a 
member to read the contents of a petition, without 
the permission of the House. He must give a brief 
statement of its contentie T : 

. Mr ADAMS. Wel, sir, Tam giving a brief 
statement of its contents. - : ; - 

Mr: WISE The question is, whether the petition 
is. presentable at all. - ; 

Mr. ADAMS, [bis face flushed, an? much ex- 
cited.] Ah! the gentleman comes to the “presenta 
ble,” doés he? s 5 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts is out of order, and will take his seat. 

_ Mr. WISE said that kis point of order was this: 
The paper presented by the gentleman from Massa- 
chusctts was not a petition, and was nothing. more 
than a series of resolutions, with which the House 
had nothing to do on petition day. . 

Mr. ADAMS, Itis sota series of resolutions. Tt 
iş a single resolution, with a preamble, which states 
that it is io be presented to: Congress. 

The SPEAKER thought that. the paper was 
eleariy within the charaeier of a petition of remon- 
strance: ` ; 

Mr. WISE. The rules are suspended to-day spe- 
cially for the rece ption of petitions and memorials, 
and the suspension under which they were acting 
should be construed sirietly. i 
The Clerk read Ihe order suspending the rules, 
SPRAKER deciding thatthe paper eheul 
tes an the light of a petition, 

Mir. WISH woved that the qu-stion of reception 
be iaid on the tables which motion was carried— 
yeas 108, nays 03, 

Mr. ADAMS then moved that the paper be 
printed. ' 

Mr. WISE objected that the paper had not been 
received, and way not in possession of the House. 

Mr. ADAMS presumed that the motion to print 
any pper would be in order. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland observed that, a2- 
cording to a decision of the. Gaair at the last sese 
sion, it was not : 

Mr. ADAMS requested that an entry.should be 
made on the journal tbat he had moved the print- 
ing of this paper. : 

Mr. WELLER, 
per was not read. i 

Mr. ADAMS. Wel, sir, I will submit if I 
must; but you may bear more of this subject be- 
fore the seasicn is over, 

Mr. ADAMS presented a remonstrance from a 
nuinber of citizens of Massachusetis, conelucing 
with the declaration that they cannot conscien- 
ciously obey the provisions of the Constitution so 
far asto take up arms fcr the protection of slave- 
ho’ders. í 

The question of the reception of this paper was 
raised, and that question was laid on the table, 

Mr. ADAMS presented the petition of (ashe 
said) 41 citizeos, colored seamen of the United 
States, stating that on visiting the island of Cuba 
and some of ihe Southern poris of the United S:ates 
they are, in violation of the Constitution, and with- 
oul being aceused of any crime but their color, sub- 
jected to grievous and unjust restriciions, and pray- 
ing redress, 

fdr, WELLER raised the question of reception 
of this petition, and that question was laid on the 
table. ` f 
Mr. ADAMS said he bad another petition to 
present, which unfortunately was somewhat ps 
sonal to himself. Kt came from a respectable p 
tion of the eltizgens of Georgia, complaining asg 
great grievance that he (Mr. A.) bad been appointed 
chairman of the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
and called on the Honse to remedy that erievarec. 


That cannot be dcne—the pa- 


if 


itto the Committee on Foreign Relations, with 
instructions to choose another chairman, if they: 
should: think proper. after cousiderizg the. petis - 
tion. ; 4 i fn 
Mr. WISE cbjected to the reception of. the peti- 
tion; and. moved to lay ihe questi.n of reception on . 
the table... He would not agree to discuss this sub- 
ject. > E : : 
: ‘Mr. ADAMS said that the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia [Mr."Wise}-objected to.the reception; that 
gentleman. having himself, in the face of this na- 
tion, madg the same charg against the Speaker for 
the appointment of other chairmen, among them 
himself. R 
` Mr. WISE was understood to say, he hoped the 
Speaker would not ‘permit the. gentleman from 
Massachusetts to make remarks out of order. He 
(Mr. W.) did not wish to make remarks out of 
order, but he should be compelled to reply if re- 
marks of this kind were permitted. 

Mr. HABERSHAM asked to be heard for two 
minutes, . 

Mr. ADAMS claimed the floor. The petition, 
couched in the most respectful language, and which 
he had reason to suppose was signed by many re- 
spectable men, charged him with being incompe- 
` tent for tne station which the Speaker had assigned 
him, and he (Mr. A.) claimed the right to defend 
himself, 

Some conversation followed, in which Messrs. J. 
‘CAMPBELL, of S. C. W. COST JOHNSON, 
HOLMES, ADAMS, and the SPEAKER partici- 
pated; . 

When Mr. HABERSHAM obtained leave to 
state that he was ready to give testimony on this 
subject. The gentleman from Maseachuselts [Mr. 
Apams] had submitted this petition to him (Mr. 
H.) a week ago. Hle had teld the gentieman, 
after a careful examination, all the names having 
been in the same handwriting as the petition, that 
he hadno knowledge of one of the persons as re- 
siding ia that county. There were some of the 
surnames of persons residing there, but none hav- 
ing the same Christian Mames attacked to the sur- 
names, so faras he knew. He had toid the gen- 
tleman frem Massachusetts that he believed the 

- petition to be a hoax. i : 

Mr. ADAMS still claimed the floor, and def 
manced, as a maiter of privilege, that he should be 
heard in his defence against the imputations in that 

aper 
f The SPEAKER made some observations, which, 
from the position of ‘tke Reporter, as well as: the 
noise and confusion that prevailed, were not heard 
at the Reporter’s desk., 

Mr. ADAMS, [raising his voice to a high pitch.] 
Sir, the genileman from Massachusetis claims the 
right to be heerd. 

Mr. W. COST JOHNSON [several members on 
the floor, and claiming to be heard] raised the 
point of order, as the Reporter understoad, that the 
question of reception wes the only question before 
the House, and that that question was not deba- 
table. . 

The SPEAKER said that there was no diffiealty 
about the question of reception having been raised; 
but the centleman from Miasiachusetis, while still 
on the floor, had demanded to be heard on a pri- 
vileged question. 

Mr. WISE, after some remarks, stating the true 
question betere the House, said he would put it te 
the Sneaker if tae very moment whea a petition 
was presenied was not the time to raise the quese 
tion of reception, whether the member be on the 
floor or no : 

The SPEAKER answered that it was very true 
that the qu nof reception was raised, but the 
gentieman from Massacausetis raised the question 
of privilege, which tad the precedence of it, and 
that question it was for the House to decide. 

The reading of the petition was here called for; 
and wag read accordingly, i 

The petition'in substance states that the petition- 
ers consider it a great grievance that the gentle- 


The petition was couched in the most respecifullza 
guage, and be asked, nay, be demanded itasa 

right, that the House would hear hjm in-his ¢ i 
fence against the charge$ made against bim by 1 
these petitioners, He should then move to reier ii 
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man from Massachusets should have been placed 
at the head of the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
because, although they admit bim.to possess pa< 
triotism, talents, and wl the qualifications of æ 
statesman in the most eminent degree, yet they be- 


ur 


vlieve that he is possessed of a ‘species of mono- 
mania on all subjects connected. with people as 


“Mr. ADAMS, after a few remarks, yielded the 
* floor to 


. said that the petition itself was a hoax. Now, how 
‘did they know thai? For one, he was more than 


“no disrespect to him—was 2 monomaniac on a 
- particular subject, and he was anxious to hear how 


- charge. 


dark as a Mexican; and therefore-he is not fit tobe 


entrusted with the business of our relations with [| 


Mexico. . 


‘Mr. MARSHALL, who moved that the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts be allowed to address the 
House, to defend himself against the charges made 
in that petition. . . 

Mr. GAMBLE objected. - 5 

Mr, WISE (addressing the Speaxer.) Has the 
Sprsxer decided that it is a privileged question? 

‘The SPEAKER said he had not. It was not a 
question for the Speaker to decide; it was a mat- 
ter for the House to decide. 

Mr; WISE moved to lay that question on the 
table. 

In réply to an inquiry or intimation by Mr. 
CHARLES BROWN as to this being a genuine 
paper— 

Mr. ADAMS said that he believed it to be so, 
and that there were many members of this House 
who entertained precisely the same opinion. 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Wise] had ex- 
pressed the same sentiment in his letter to’his con- 
stituents, not only of him (Mr. A.) but of other 
gentlemen in this House. 

Afiera good deal of conversation, the question 
was taken on the motion io lay on the tabte. 

The vote was then announced to be yeas 85, 
nays 87. 

So the motion to lay on the table was rejected. 

The SPEAKER announced the question to have 
recurred on the motion of Mr. Mansa.t, that Mr. 
Apams be heard in his own defence, &c. 

A long, excited, and very complicated desultory 
discussion followed, on various points of order, in- 
volving statements of motions and facis, (and ex- 
planations thereef,) in which Messrs. WISE, W. 
C. JOHNSON, HABERSHAM, ADAMS, GRAN- 


GER, JONES, of Md. BRIGGS and the SPEAK- — 


ER participated; when 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, remarking that he thought 
the best way in which ihe House could get rid of 
this unprofitable, worse than unprofitable discus- 
sion, was to adjourn, made that motion. 

But the House, by ayes 77, noes 88, refused to 
adjourn. 

Mr. WISE then stated his point of order as fol- 
lows: The question was first raised on the recep- 
tion of the petition. The second question was the 
point of order raised by the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts himself, whether the question of privi- 
lege did not override that motion, Whilst these 
questions were pending, the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky made a motion that the gentleman from Mas. 
sachusetts be allowed to defend himself against the 
imputations contained in that petition. His first 


motion then, Mr. W. said, was to lay the question - 


of privilege on the takle; but the Chair, misunder- 
standing him, had put the question on laying the 
motion of the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr 
Manswatt] on the table, and that question this 
House had decided against. The question then 
came up for the House to decide whether it would 
entertain the motion of the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, the House having refused to lay it on the 
table; and he now made this point of order, on 
which he asked the decision of the Chair: could 
that motion override the point of order involved in 
the question of privilege? 

Mr. MARSHALL replied to Mr. Wiss; and, in 
the course of his remarks, said that the gentleman 
from Massachvsetts had suspended his question of 
privilege to allow him (Mr. M.) to make the mo- 
tion that he be allowed to defend himself agains: 
the charges contained in the petition. Gentlemen 


half way of the opinion of these petitioners, that 
the gentleman ‘fiom Massachuselts—he intended 


‘the gentleman would defend himself against this 


Mr. WISE said that if the question of piivilege 
was withdrawn or suspended, then the motion of 


` 


The ` 


we fi $ x i 

CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
the gentleman from Kentucky must have been ‘out 
of order, and his question of reception had the. pre- 
cedence.. ` ' N oo 

Mr. ADAMS ‘denied that he withdrew the. pri- 
vileged question. E : 7 

Mr. TURNEY moved to lay the whole subject 
on the table. ` : l 

Mr. SPRIGG observed that upon very grave 
and serious questions, -involving the deepest 
interests. of this- country, he and other mem- 
bers, by resclutions and motions adopted in this 
House, had been debarred of the privilege. of even 
explaining the reasons of their votes, much. less to 
suggest objections to the enactment of measures 
which the popular feeling might, and indeed has, 
condemned. Now, (said Mr. S.) Pam required to 
yield to the gentleman from Massachusetts the pri- 
vilege of addressing this Hall, and of interfering 
with its appropriate business, when, in fact, by the 
rules of the House, be has no right whatever to do 
so, there being no question before it. I could as well 
as he present a fabricated petition—(here Mr. 8. 
was called to order.] Well, sir, (said he) asthe gen- 
tileman from Massachusetts insists that. he is 
charged with being afflicted with.a certain form or 
deseription of madness, and claims the right of de- 
fending himself before this House, I can only say 
that I was not sent here to examine into such cases. 
Preferring that the usual forms of the law should 
be observed whenever a human being is supposed 
te be insane, I will suggest for the consideration of 
the House if it would not be better for some friend 
of the gentleman, or some friend of the country, to 
have a commission of lunacy, or, if you please, 
the ancient writ of de lunatico inquirendo sued out 
from some court having competent jursdiction of 
the case, and let a jury be summoned, witnesses 
and physicians sworn and examined before them, 
and let them render their verdict according to the 
testimony produced. The gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts would then have a fair and impartial trial, 
which he might not have here, as several mem- 
bers, like the member from Kentucky, have al- 
ready expressed their opinions upon the charge 
which the gentleman imagines has been adddced 
against him. 

[Cries of ‘Order ! order !”] 

The question was taken on Mr. Tosney’s motion 
to lay the whcle subject on the table, and it was 
carried—yeas 94. nays 92. A 

Mr. HOPKINS inquired whether it would be 
in order to move the reception of that petition, 
with instructions. If it was, he moved its recep- 
tion, with instructions to the committee to report a 
resolution in conformity with the prayer of the pe- 
titioners. . 

The SPEAKER said it was not in order. 

Mr. WISE moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. ADAMS inquired in what state the petition 


was. 

The SPEAKER replied that the question of the 
reception of the petition was cut off; but the gen- 
tleman could raise the question of privilege at any, 
time; that was not carried with the motion to Jay 
the subject on the table. 

The question was then put on Mr. Wisn’s mo- 
tion to adjourn, and it was carried without a di- 
vision, 

So the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Saturnay, January 22, 1842. 
Messrs. CLAY, EVANS, WRIGHT, CLAY- 
TON, TALLMADGE, HUNTINGTON, MIL- 


HEAD, and WALKER, presented memorials re- 
monstrating against any modification, amendment, 
or repeal of the bankrupt law; which were seve- 
rally referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 

Mr. CLAY presented a memorial from the city 
of New York, praying that, in the arrangement of 
the tariff of duties, such law may be enacted that 
whilst it afforded ample amount of revenue, 
partial protection would be afforded to American 
labor: ordered that the memorial be printed, and 
referred to the Committee on Manufactures, 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana presented a pe‘ition 
from the citizens of New Albany, Indiana, pray- 
ing the establishment of a port of entry at that 


y 


LER, STURGEON, RIVES, BERRIEN, MORE-. 


k 


place. He said the petition was numerously: sign- 
ed by the business and outer highly respectable ci» 
tizens of New Albany, with- many ‘of whom: be. 
had the pleasure to be personally. acquainted. The 
petition spoke the importance of the measnre, and 
he.desired to present itto the early and favorable 
consideration - of the committees referred. to ‘the 
Committee on Conimerce. : ae 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented several “memo. - 
rials from citizens of the cty and coun‘y-of Phila- 
delphia, asking that the bankrupt- Jaw- may be 
amended or repealed, : car ae 

Also, from the manufacturers of window glass 
in New Jersey, asking that a specifie duty may be 
imposed on foreign glass equal to the duties of 
3ist December; 1841, and representing that unlezs 
it was, foreign competition would destroy that class 
of manufactures: referret to the Committee on 
Manufactures. er 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of citie 
zens of New York, requestizg the Government to 
interfere in the behalf of American-citizens now 
in confinement at Van Dieman’s Land, in Austra- 
lia: referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions.” . . ES EA : 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented a memorial from 
citizens of New York, with refererce to French 
spoliations on American property, committed prior 
to 1800: referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

lso, presented a memorial signed by mechanics 
and others of New York, asking that an additional 
duty may be laid upon certain imported goods, as 
a means of securing an ample amount of revenue, 
and a home market for American manufactures, 
by excluding ;manufactures of foreign countries: 
referred to the Committee on Manufactures. 

Also, a memorial froni the Board of Trade of 
New York, remonstrating against the repeal, bet 
suggesting certain amendments to the . Bankrupt 
law; among others, to include corporations. 

Mr. MILLER presented two memorials from 
different parts of New Jersey, remonstrating 
against the repeal or postponement of the Bank. 
rupt law. f W 

Mr. MILLER said that, having had the‘honor 
to present several memoriais upon this subject, he’ 
took pleasure in, responding to that prayer, and 
hoped the Bankrupt bill would not be iepealed, at 
least untilit had a fair trial andshould prove in- 
efficient. He believed he expressed the views of 
the people of New Jersey in saying thus much. 
Even thcse who were originally opposed to this 
bill were as much opposed to the repeal. They 
were opposed to this vacijlating course of legisia- 
tion. Why should the law be repealed? Ithad 
bat just received the consideration of this body; 
and now, justat the moment the time arrived for 
the enforcement of the law, we were to repeal it— 
to step in at the threshold of the courts of justice, 
and arrest the anticipations of these who had 
looked to this Jaw for relicf. ke Senator from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Eucnanan] had referred these 
persons to tha States, inefiisient as they were to the 
enactment ofsechlaws. ‘The States conld pass no 
such laws, and any bill would be ineficient unless 
it was a bill passed by Congress. 

Mr. STURGEON presented the resolutions of 
the Legislature of Pennsylvania, suggesting thata ` 
law may be passed speedily for the apportionment 
of members of Congress among the States, at 
cording to the last census, ta prevent an extra ses- 
sion of the Legislature: read and daid on the table. 

Mr. PIERCE and Mr. MORBEHEAD pre- 
sented memorials, asking that the Bankrupt law 
may be repealed: referred to. the Jaciciary Com- 
mittee. - 

Mr. ALLEN presented a ‘petition from: manu- 
factarezs of iron in the State of Obio, praying for 
such protection as will enable them to compete 
with foreign manafactures: referred to the Judici- 
ary Committee. 

Mr, WALKER presented a memorial signed by 
217 citizens of Pittsbargh, Pa. remonstrating against 
the repeal of the Bankrupt. 

Mr. W. made some remarks on the propriety of 
speedy action on the Bankrupt bill, if it was the 
intention of Congress to act upon it at all, before 
the time al which it was to go into operation. If 


sasdectee of bankruptcy would be made in’ many 


-cases on that'day; by which a’ great many bank- 


rupts would be divested of their property, to be 
subject'to division among their creditors. - And if 


-thedaw was tepealed soon after the decree of bank- 


yuptey was: made, the question would arise, in 


‘whomi.was vested the rightof property of which.the / 


bankrupt was divested. He asked whether Con- 
gress Would undertake to reinvest the right of pro- 
perty inthe bankrupt if the law was repealed be- 


(forea constmmation of the proceedings. under the 


decree. He pointed out the difficulties which would 
arise under the circumstances, and demonstrated 
that speedy action was necessary if they. intended 
to actat all. “He suggested that by common con- 


-sent the Senate would agree to take up the bill on 


* 


Monday next. The petition was referred to the 
Jadiciary Committee. ae : 

‘Mr. BENTON, in reply to Mr. WALKER, seid 
the reason why he had not asked the Senate to 
consider the bill introduced by him to posipone 
that law, was because of the arrival of the biil 
from the House to repeal that law. He would 


. call for the House bill the very moment the Trea- 


sury Note bill was disposed of. 

Mr. HENDERSON would inquire whether it 
was now in order to ask fora second reading of 
the bill from the Elouse to repeal the bill. ; 

Mr. SEVIER objected to a second reading of 
the. bill at this time. : a 

Mr. KING said that, if the bill should be read a 
second time now, it would take precedence of tie 
Treasury Note bill. 

Mr. HENDERSON remarked that the bill might 
„be disposed of in a single day, if gentiemen wouid 
now permit it to be read a second time. Here the 
matter was dropped; but 

“Mr. WALKER, at a subsequent part of the day, 
said that, in order to faciliate cetion on the Bank- 
ropt dill, fe wouid ask thatit be reada second 
time Now, and that the question of ordering it io be 
engrossed for a third readiag Le passed over by 
common consent. 

The suggestion was acceeded to, ant the bill 
was read the second time, 

Mr. YOUNG presented a memorial numerously 
signed by citizens of Schuyler and Hancock coun- 
ty, [linois, for a pot route from Rashy lle to —— 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. Y. alsc.presented a petition from Clements 
Hayne, praying bounty land for services ret 
the coun'ry in the last war with Great Br 
ferred to the Coramiitee on Military Affa 

Ona motion of Mr. SEVIER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Jı 
to inquire into the expediency of authorizing s 
were citizens of the United states, but wio have fou 
selves unexpectedly cltizens of Texas, by the tine of boundary 
which has been recently made between the United States and 
‘Texas, to return to. the United States with their slaves. 


Mr. BENTON submitted the following: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
report to the Senate as follows: 

lst A statement showmg the annual amount of drawback 
paid on the exportation of refined sugar, from the commence- 
ment to the end of ine year 1812, . 

aa A monthly statement of such payments for the year 
1842. ` 

e The estimated amount of such payments for the year 


+1942. 


v . m 
4uh. The amount of daty annnaliy paid on imported brown 
sugar, as nearly as it can be computed. 

St The annual amount of fishing bounties and allowances 
paid since the commencemen: of the same, with t 
amount of the falt tax per bushel, ard the aunual gros: 
of the sah tax, and the nett p ict of the same, after deduct- 
ing the fishing bounties and allo ces. . 

6th. The amonat of fishing bounty and’ allowances 
to accrue t 1912, and the gross and nett amount of 
salt tax forthe sa: 

Mr. MA>GU 
Affairs, made ad 

The petition cf ? 
sion. 

The petition of I 
ef the frigate Pot 
The petition of Al Fever, for a pension; 

Mr. BAYARD, from the Commitice on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, ‘reported a bil for the beseñt 
of the Howard Institution ef the elty of Wash- 
ington. 

Also a bill to incorporate the Washington Ma- 
pual Labor School and Orphan Asylum; and 


the Canimiitee on Naval 
tS n=- 
mas B. Parsons, 


for a pen- 


brick, late commander 


è law goes inte operation on the Ist of February, 


` tion, 


‘Gu: economy exercised, the expenditures. of the 


A bilt providing for “the’ erection “of an In-- 
sane Hospital in. the ‘city `of Washitigton, with: 
an additional section making an appropriation for 
its erection, whieh were severally read and ordered 
to a second reading. Gata 

_| TREASURY NOTE BILL. sf 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the 
Tréasury Note bill. The bill having’ been fen- 
grossed, was read the third time. ; : 


Mr: CALHOUN addressed the Senat for yearly 
two hours, discussing at large the whole pokey cf 


the system of measures’ enforced by ihe present 
Administration. He entered upon a hjsiory.of the 
economical periods of the Government, 
that if ‘expenditures in proportion to! pg¢pulation 
were now reduced to the scaleof the Monrce 
Administration in 1823, a retrenchipént of up- 
wards of nine millions could be effecigd, and all 
necessity for borrowing be removed. He proved 
from. documentary evidence, that the. increase in 
the three branches of the public expenditure had 
grown up to more than double the ratio of expen- 
diture thes, and in several instances to three, four, 
and five times the proportion justified by the ratio 
of increase in the population.” The civil list had 
increased from two to six millions. The expense 
of the Army per man, from two hundred and odd 
dollars, to epwards of four hundred; and the ex- 
pense of the Navy and marine service in propor- 
if the expenses in these departments were 
brought down; "the improper expenditures autho- 
rized at- the extra session recailed; the proeceds of 
the public jands restored to the Treasuiy, anda 


Government could be brought within the ratio pro- 
portionate with the increase of population since 


1833, vavely, sn expenditure of seventeen mil- 
lions, + he ndmiited, was a work of time, ond 
shouid begin with the Executive Department. 


Cosgres 


shonk! aid that department in this work | 
of reform. Tosead of making this bill an authori y 
for an addilicual loan, he implored the chairmaa 
of the Finance Committee to reirstgte the proviso 
which, at bis instance, bad beea stricken cal; for 
so sure as this authority for an additional loan was 
placed at the disposal ef Government, it would de- 
leat the cbjeet of retrenchment and reform, which 


r ke bad shown should commence with the Exceu- | 


tive Depariment. 

Mr. EVANS spoke at some lesgih in reply—an4 
attribuied the necessity of heavy appropriations to 
the sets of the late Administration. Having con- 
euded, he demanded the yeas and nays on the 
ra‘<aze of the biii 

Mr, CALHOUN raised a point of order, The | 
bill, as it came from the Fiouse, was a mere sub- 
> the joan authoriz-d 


stiute for the mode of eff-eti 
by die Jast Congress. Bu Sepate haying 


banged i intoa bill for borrowing five millions in 
dduon—itineffect became a revesue bill; and 
as such, the Senate had no right to originate’ it 
under the Constitution; that power beiag vested in | 
the Floare of Representatives exclasively. 
Mr. KING maintained the same view, and de- 
mandeg the yeas and nays on the point of order. 
Tie PRESIDENT pro tem. said he could see no 
question of order in it-—hat it was a constitutional 
question which be bad no right to decide. 
Mr. CALHOUN said that their rules of proceed- 
ings were bas-d upon the Constitution, which said | 
i 


that revenue bills should originate dn the Llvase, 
and he therefore appealed from the decision of ihe 
Chair 

Mr: ARCHER said that this was not the proper 
time to raise suci 


A a question of order, as 


ivr. CALHOUN propesed that the proviso to 
the bill be reinstaled by common e 
the question be taken upon its passage, 

Mr. BERRIEN contended that the striking cut | 
ef the provixo did not convert the Vreasury Note | 
biil into a revenue bill. . i 

Mr. WRIGHT coincided in the views of those | 
who raled the bill out of order. He instanced the | 
preceeding of Congress heretofore upon the sub- | 
ject. A Preasury Note bill was a few years ago 
originated in the Senate and passed. It was re- | 


| 
i 
> p 7 ii 
-tion was now oa the passage of the bill, | 
| 
i 
| 
| 
| 


ent, and that 


tarned to the House. That body would not con- 
sider it, on the ground that the Senate had tran” 


until finally disposed of. 


seended its constitutional rights by originating such 
a bill, which, as.was then argued and decided, was 
a revenue bill to all intents and purposes. . 

.. Mr, GRAHAM argued that the Senate could otri- 
ginate a loan bill, which he maintained was not a 
revenue Dill. - ` 

Mr. CALHOUN replied that it was not contend- 
ed thatthe bill itself.was unconstitutional, but that 
the mode of proceeding was. That the Senate had 
by its act changed the character of the bill from a 
mere substitute for a loan heretofore authorized, 
into a revenue bill—which, if in itself did not lay 
the tax to supply revenue, at ast incurred the tax 
to supply it. ye ot 

Mr. RIVES argued that the identity of the Dill 
was not affected by the amendment of the Senate. 
By making a chanze in-the character of the bill it 
did not destroy its identity. LE ; 

- Mr. WALKER did rot conceive that a bill to 
borrow money was a bill to raise revenue.. A tax 
might never be levied under it—it might not.be 
wanted. Whe bill to Jay the tax, if wanted, would 
be a subsequent and independent act of legislation. 
He believed the Senate had the right to originatea 
loan bill, but not a tax bill to pay off the loan, 
Sach, he contended, was the distinction made by 
Mr. Jefferson. The time bad passed at which the 
point of order could properly be made. It should 
have been made on the question of striking out the 
proviso. i 

Mr. CALHOUN withdrew his point of order, for 
the purpose, merely, of preventing a proiracted dis- 
cussion. 

The question was then taken on the passage of | 
the bill, and it was decided in the afirmative—Yeas 
21, nays 20, as follows: 

YEAS—Mesers, Archer, Bates, Bayard, Ber- 
ren, Choate, Evans, Graham, Huntngton, Kerr, 
Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, 
Porter, Prentiss, Rives, Smith of Indiana, Southard, 
Tallmadge, and Woodbridge—21, > 

NAYS—Messrs. Ailex,}Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clayton, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, 
Pierce, Preston, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, 
Sturgeon, Tappan, Waiker, Williams, Wocdbury, 
Woght, and Youug—20, — : . 

So the bill was passed. l 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
SATURDAY, Jan. 22, 1542, 

The journal of yesterday having been read— 

Mr. KENNEDY of Indiana rose and said that his name was 
recorded in the negative on the motion to lay on the table the 
question of the reception of a petition presented by the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, [Mr. ADAMS, ] in relation to a certain 
proposed amendment of the naturalization laws, This, Mr. K, 


said, was an error, He was not in the House at the time the 
vole was taken. 


Tae journal was amended accordingly. 

Mr. P. G. GOODE of Ohio, rose and ‘said that he found his 
name recordedia the negative on the motion. to lay on the table 
the question ofthe reception of tne inaemovial Presented by the 
geneman from Massachusetts {[Mr. Apvams] from colored citi- 


. zens of the latter State. Tle (Mr. G.) had voted under a misap- 


prehension, and he asked leave to change his vote and record it 
in the affirmative. > 

The SPRAKER saidit could only he done by unanimous con- 
sent. 

Objection was made, 

Mr. GOODE said he hoped then his motion would be entered 
on the journal. 

On motion of Mr. ADAMS 
conform to the fact (i 


the journal wasso amended as to 
m nto the petition presented by him 
fram cirizens of Gea vuching his incompetency for the 
office of chairman ofthe Committee on Foreign Affairs) that Mr. 
A. ka:i declared his intention (after being heard in his own des 
fence) to move the reterance of the pet to the said commit- 
tee, “with instructions to choose another chairman, if they 
thought proper,” andnot giving absolute and unconditional in- 
structions, as appeared on the journal 

„Me. BUDEAC resented the petition of certain citizens of 
Narthern Pennsylvariia, for the establishment of a post route 
from Wyalasiog, in Pennsylvania, to Owego, in the State of 
New York. 

APPORTIONMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Mr. EVERETT (on leave given) from the Select Committee 
on the Apportionment of Representatives, made a report, ac- 
companied by a biil entitled “An act for the apportionment of 
representatives among ihe several States according to the 6th 
census.’ < 

The bill having been vead hy itstitle— 

Mr. E. moved that the bill and report, with accompanying 
documents, be printed. y 

And, under instructions from the committee to that effect. 
he moved that the bill be made the special order ofthe day for 
the first Tuesday of February, at 1 o’clock, and on each succes- 
sive day at the same hour, Fridays and Saturdays excepted, 


Mr. BRIGGS asked that the bill be read, 
And it was accordingly read ag follows; 


a 


Q7th ConGu.2D SESS. 


Semen WEEK LY-—— 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 27, 1842. 


cone Continued from No. 10. ; 
A BILL for the Apportionment of Representatives among the 
` several States, according to the sixth census. s 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
pA the United States-of Americain Congress assembled, 

hat, from and after the third day of March, one thousand eight 
hundred and torty-three, the House of Representatives shall be 
com pos-d of members elected agreeably to aratio of one Rer 
presentative for every sixty-eight thousand persons in each 


State, computed according to the ruie prescribed by the Con- 
stitution of the United States; thatis to say: 
i WITHIN THE STATE OF 
Maine e - South Carolina - - G 
New Hampshire - - 4 Georgia - - - & 
Massachusetts - - 10 Alabamas. . - > 7 
Rhode Island - - 1 Mississippi : wo 4 
Connecticut : - 4 Louisiana . - 4 
Vermont - - - 4 ‘Tennessee - - 1l 
New York - - - 35 Kentucky . - 10 
New Jersey . - 5 Ohio . . « 22 
Pennsylvania - - 25 Indiana - . - 10 
Delaware - . - 1 Minois - 5 - 7 
Maryland > . - 6 Missouri - . -5 
Virginia -> . ~ 15 Arkansas- : - t 
North Carolina ` - - . 9 Michigan - . » 38 
(Under the last apportionment law the States were represented 


as follows: 
Loss and gain under the proposition of the committee. 
No. of Representa- 
tives at the rate of 
one to every 68,000 
souls, as proposed 
by the committee. 


. Present No. with fractions. Loss. Gain, 
Maine, 8 25,293 1 - 
N. Hampshire, 5 4 12,573 1 _ 
Massachusetts, 12 10 57,699 y = 
Rhode Island, 2 1 40,828 1 ~ 
Connecticut, 6 4 37,071 2 ~ 
Vermont, 5 4 19,948 1 ~ 
New York, 40 35 48,919 5 — 
New Jersey, 6 5 83 036 1 _ 
Pennsylvania, 28 25 24,007 3 — 
Delaware, 1 1 9,033 — — 
Maryland, 8 6 26,124 2 ~ 
Virginia, 21 15 40,202 6 = 
North Carolina, 13 9 43,092 4 — 

South Carolina, 9 6 55,582 3 ~ 
Georgia, 9 8 35,0l4 1 — 
Alabama, 5 7 13,343 — 2 

` Mississippi, 2 4 25,566 — 2 
Louisiana, 4 13,630 me l 
Tennessee, 3 11 7,986 2 — 
Kentucky, 13 10 26,924 3 ~ 
Ohio, 19 22 23,465 _ 3 
Indiana, 7 10 6,864 = 3 
Ilinois, | 3 7 50 — 4 
-Missouri, 2 5 20,406 3 
Arkansas, L 1 21,600 ~ — 
Michigan, 1 3 8,267 Se 2 

242 223] x 
Mr. CLIFFORD hoped; he ‘said, that the gentleman from 


Vermont [Mr. Evgretr] would consent to an earlier day than 
that proposed by him for the consideration of the bill. Many 
of the State Legislatures now in session were anxiously waiting 
the action of Congress on this important question, And if an 
early disposition was not made of it an exta session of those 
Legislatures would become indispensable, or the subject must 
neceszarily go over for one year from the regular time of elec- 


tion. 
: Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL was understood to say that he had 
himself received resolutions from the Legislature of his owa 
State on this subject. If there was not prompt action on it 
the expense anil inconvenience attending a special session of 
the Legislature must follow, i 
Mr. EVERETT said that it had been the desire of the com- 
mittee to fix the earliest possible day for the consideration of 
thesubject. He was fully aware of the necessity which existed 
for early action upon it, Batit was necessary thatthe papers 
“accompanying the report should be printed, and the commit- 
tee had supposed that the day named was as early a day ag 
the House could be placed in possession of these papers. 
Gentlemen must bear in mind that it was now the 22d of Janu- 
ary. 
Mr. W. W. IRWIN said he would state what the purport of 
the resolutions of the Legislature of the State of Pennsylvania 


was. * 

Mr. EVERETT said it was not necessary ; he was aware 
of it. 

The SPEAKER asked Mr. Evensrr if he modified his mo- 


tion. 

Mr. EVERETT said he was oot authorized to do so. 

Mr. W. W. LR WIWN asked leave to present the resolutions 
(above referred to) of the Legislaturs of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. ADAMS objected. 

Mr. W. COSY JDUNSON inquired of the Speaker if it 
would be in order to move to recommit the bill to a select com- 
mittee, to be composedof one member from each Siate of the 
Union. 

The SPEAKER said it would be in order. 

Mr. J, then made that motion, remarking that he had him- 
self no desire to be on the committee ; buthe thought a bill of 
this character ought to go to a commuitee representing all the 
States. . 

On the suggestion of Mr. EVERETT, the question was taken 
on the ordinary motion thai the bill, &«. be printed, and it was 
agreed to. , 

‘And the question recurred on the motion to recommit the bill 
to a select committee, composed of one member from each State 
ofthe Union. 

Mi. W. C. JONSON said that his object in making the mo- 
tion was not only to effect a general understanding on the part 


l 


ESSIt 


ofall the States, so 4s to meet on some harmonious ground, but 
to ensure speedy action. When the sentiments of each of the 
Stites had been ascertained through such a committee, the 
House would receive such a. report as would meet the senti» 
ments of all parts of the Mouse, and thus preventa long and te- 
dious discussion; ‘whereas, as the matter now stood, there would 
be almost an interminable debate. Such a committee would 
have all.the light before them, which would enable them to. em. 
body the opinions and sentiments of all the States, and to pre- 
sent abill on which prompt action could be had; and it would 
bea great economy of time. ` 

Mr. WELLER make a few remarks in opposition to it, 
principally upon the. ground that too much time would be 
consumed by it, and consequently the Legislatures of se- 
veral of the States would be compelled to have an extra sess 
sion, ` 

Mr. BIDL:CK said, if the gentleman from Maryland (Mr. 
Jounson) had submitted such ‘proposition at the commence. 
ment of the session, he (Mr. B.) would have agree:l to it. But 
it seemed to him that, acting under instructions from the Le- 
gislature of Pennsylvania, he and his colleagues would be ne- 
glecting their duty if they cid not oppose the motion now. : He 
felt bound, under the circumstances, to vote to make the bill 
the special order of the day for as early a day as the requisite 
printing could be executed. ` 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON desired to inquire of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. Bipiack] whether the Legislature of 


that State had instructed him to support the ratio which these- 


lect committee had just reported, i ; 

Mr.. BIDLACK ‘replied, most assuredly not. The Le- 
gislature had only instructed him and his colleagues to 
object to any unnecessary delay, and to bring the mattér to 
a close, that it might be submitted to the States assoon as pos: 
sible. 

Mr. CUSHING said that there wasno foundation for the ob- 
jection thatthe State Legislatures would be compelled to have 
extra sessions, if this hill was not speedily actedon. There 
was a more material question, involved, and that was that the 
representation of the States should be apportioned on n correct 
basis, and that object was not to be accomplished by hurried ac- 
tion. The deprecated the idea that this, the greatest bill of the 
session, and irrepealable for ten years, must necessarily be 
passed ina few days, and that, too, perhaps, under the restric- 
tions of the previous question, because some of the States might 
otherwise have to putoff their elections for another year. Mr. 
C. considered it to he hisduty ‘to resist the passage of this bill 
in its present shape, by all honorable parliamentary means: 
and if the motion of the gentleman from Maryland should not 
prevail, he would move the commitment of itto a Committee of 
the Whole House. If the gentleman from Pennsylvania sup- 
posed that there was to be an expeditious action on this billand 
that it was to be passed in. its present shape to gratify the Le- 
gislature of Pennsylvania, he;was mistaken. fe hoped the 
House would .take in consideration the importance of 
having a correct basis of representation, and with this endin 
view accede to the proposition ofthe gentleman from Mary- 


land. 

Mc, CLIFFORD did not wish to be understood as being in 
favor of the bill asit then stood, because he wished to have a 
apeedy action on it. On the contrary, he was opposed to it, 
and would join with the gentleman from Massachusetts in endea» 
voring to see justice done to several of the States which were 
not treated fairly by it, But (said Mr. C.)let the hill be refer- 
red and reported on as often as gentlemen pleased, it must come- 
back to the House at last, and there-be discussed at length, and 
finally moulded into such a shape as the majority should de- 
cide'on. He was opposed to the commitment, solely on the 
ground that delay would be occasioned by it without obtaining 
à report that would be satisfactory to the Housse. Me agreed 
with the gentleman from Massachusetts that the bill was an 
important one, and deserved to be well considered; and when 
it should come before the House. he trusted an opportunity 
would be allowed for an ample discussion. 

Mr. C. BROWN observed that the question would be settled, 
not bya committee, but by votes. He was opposed ta a com- 
mitment, because no possible advantago could be gained hy 
it. Itwould be impossible for a committee to fix upon a ratio 
of representation that would please every body; and therefore 
he considered it best to have that mater considered in the 
Youse, where it must finally be settled. 

Mr. JOHNSON modified his motion so as to provide that 
the committeeshould have power to sit during the sessions of 
the House. 

Mr. PICKENS spoke in favor of the motion of the gentle- 
man from Maryland, and expressed his disapprobatior of the 
bill, as unfair and unjust in its provisions. He would rather 
have the present number of members doubled, or to have only 
half that number, than to take the ratio provided for in the 
bill. 

Mr, POPE, also, was in favor of the 
there being any disadvantage to the Stat 
pone the time of electing their Repr 
that it would bo much better to have all 
poned till after the termination of the pre: 
so many important questions are 10 be . 

Mr. WILLIAM COST JOHNSON again modified his motion 
by adding a provision that the committee should report cn or 
before the first Tuesday in Februsry nex’ | 

Mr. CLIFFORD observed th: t modifies 
gentleman from Maryland was perfectiy si ict 
and that he would therefore withdraw his 
tion. 

Air, BRIGGS advocated the motion of the gentleman from 
Maryland, and expressed his dissatisfaction with the basis of 
rey ntationreparted by the committee, aan would do much 
injustice to the State which he in part rey ated." 


motion. So far from 
in kaving to post- 
i he thought 
ons post- 


which 


ion of the 
7 ry to him, 
objections to the mo- 


Mr. CARUTHERS opposed the motion of the gentleman, 


from Maryland, and said that-no report could be made from 
any committee which would not meet with very great opposi- 
tion, as some of the States musthave large fractions; and every 
State having a large fraction would use allita means:in getting 
another ratio. This ratio was tot satisfactory to the entire 
committee ofnine members; if it were committed toa commit- 
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tee of twenty. six members, a ràtio could not-be ma i 
tory to the whole number, and it would then probably be. pro- 
posed to commit toa committee of two or three, or perh: f 
ail the members from each State. He was one of the comimittes 
«who reported this bili, and he believed it would be found..that. 
the ratio left a smaller aggregate fraction than any other ratio’ 
reported by the Secretary of State, and was asnear equal, wher | 
they looked at the different sections and interests of the coun: 
try, as could be made, . Some of the State Legislatures were 
now in session, and if, by coming to a vote and bringing up. thie 
matter immediately, these States could be saved a called ses 
sion, it would be desirable, He did not advance thisargument 
as conclusive for hasty action, but as entitled to some weight, 
A report from a committee of twenty-six members. would not 
diminish debate, would save no time, and would come no nearer 
to a satisfactory conclusion than that now made. : 


Mr. RHETT advocated the motion;. contending that it. was 
proper to give the smaller States, in matters of this kind, ag. 
much influence upon the committee’ as the larger States, and 
by this mode thatjustice would be done to all, H 

Mr. WISE inquired what would. be the effect of the previous . 
question—if it would not cutoff the motion of the gentleman ` 
from Maryland? "fo which the Speaker replying in the: affir- 
mative, Mr. W. said thatthe only way to cut off this debate 
waa by general consent, He thought they had had enough dé: 
bate on all sides; and without giving his opinion either way,-he 
callcd the yeas and nays on the proposition of the gentleman 
from Maryland, and he hoped thé House would now consent to 
take the question without further debate, >> => are tie 

Mr. STUART of Iinois ‘said-they would haye to'settle the 
matter by compromise at last, and it would have to go into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and be de- 
cided by a majority of the House, He moved to refer the; bill 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. FERRIS opposed the reference to the committee of 
twenty-six, and held that the bill should be taken up and acted 
upon in such a manner that each State might have an equal 
voice, in proportion to its population, : 

[Cries of "question, question.” ] 

Mr. PENDLETON said that the Legislature of Ohio had 
urged the necessity of speedy action upon this subject, and: he 
should support the proposition of the gentlemaa from. Mary- 
land, because such a committee, representing all the interésts 
of the country, would be more likely’ to harmonize the opinions 
of all, and because this reference would be the most direct and 
speedy process of bringing about the desirable result of settling 
this important matter, | DA ie Cas : 

Mr, J. G. FLOY v, in brief remarks, very indistinctly heard, 
was understood to advecate the reference to the Committee ‘of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, as affording an opporty- 
nity for full discussion on a subject of so great importance, 

Mr. PROF FIT advocated the same reference. $ 

Mr. WISE again appealed to the House to let the yeas and 
nays be taken upon the motion of the gentleman from Marý» 


land. 

Mr. HOLMES advocated the motion of the gentleman from 
Maryland, and contended that such a committee. was calculated 
to harmonize all the interests of the country in the settlement 
of this question. i 

.Mr. W. C. JOHNSON said he wished’ to disabuse the minds. 
of some gentlemen who supposed that he had offered this pro- 
position to give the small States any advantage here. He did 
not make any imputation upon the large States of this Union. 
The course proposed was not novel; it would effect justiceand 
expedite business, and by it the voice of every State would be 
heard in committee. UE 

[Ories of “question, question. ”?} bg 

The SPEAKER said that the first question would be on com- 
mitting tho bill to the Committeeof the Whole on the state of 
the Union, : 

On this question the yeasand nays were asked, but, not being 
ordered by the House, the vote was taken by tellers, who re- 
ported 105 in the affirmative and 75 in the negative. 

By this vote, the reference having been made to the Com: 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, the other mo- 
tions were suspended. | : eh eee 

Mr. EVERETT then renewed the motion to print 5,000 ex- 
tra copies of the reportand bill. 7 

Which motion, after a few remarks by Messrs. EVERETT, 
WISE, and GAMBLE, the latter gentleman moved to lay on 
the table; which was carried. 
PETITIONS, : 

The SPEAKER announced the business before the Housddg 
be the further presentation of petitions under the suspension 0 
the rules for that purpose. ve 

Mr. ADAMS said he had yesterday presented a petition sO- 
lemnly ealling on the House to. remove him fromthe position 
he occupied as chairman of the Committee on. Foreign Rela- 
tions; and he had asked to be permitted to be heard in his own 
defence against the charges therein made, asa privilege of his 
awn asa member of this JIouse and as affecting the privileges 
of every member. And for the reason that the Committee on 
Foreign Relations might. choose a chairman if they thought 
proper, he had given notice that, after: defending himself from 
he shoul move its reference 


h as made inthe petitio ere 
tot mimittee, He now claimed-as a matter of privilege 
th of defending himself from the charges mate in that 
pet 


u sos 
Mr. W, COST JOHNSON submitted that by the decision of 
the House last evening, by which the-whole subject was laid on 
the table, the question ef privilege, and every matter connect- 
ed with the petition, was rejected from the consideration of the 
Jouse, and therefore could not be revived without a motion for 
reconsideratio ; 
f Mr. ADAMS: suggested to the Sgentleman that, if he made 
this point of order, he must appeal from the decision of the 
Speaker, who had yesterday decided that he hada right tebe 
heard on a question of privilege. ma 
the SPEAKER said that the decision uy the House yester- 
day to lay the whole matter on the table, certainly carried with 


atthe petition and the question of reception—and it was not in 
oiler forthe gentenan, oF any other gentleman, to offer that 
ie He thought, how- 


ae 
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“uver, ‘that the gentleman from Massachusetts -had a tight to. 


a 


Faise the question of privilege, and refer to the petition sò far 
as was necessary to elucidate the question. — : 
Mr.: WISE asked if the question of privilege was not made 


yesterday, and if that question was not contained in “the whole * 


gui ject,” that-was laid on the table. -> ; ý 
Mr. ADAMS. Iclaimitasa matter of right and privilege to 
be Heard in reply to. the charges contained in that. petition: 
The Speaker decided yestérday that it was my right, and if the 
gentleman- choo he can appeal from the decision of the 
hair, S 


The SPEAKER, in reply to Mr. Wiss, said that the question . 


of reception, and the motion of the geneman from Kentucky, 
{Mr. MARSHALL, ] merely were laid on the table by the vote of 
yesterday. © Thé Chair did'not think that the question of privi- 
lege wasever pending; and consequently it was not laid on the 
table. The question of privilege was one that the gentleman 
could raise at any time. : 

Mr. WISE. Did I understand the Chair as saying that the 
question of privilege was not laid on the table, and that the 
gentleman can raise itnow? If so, I must insist that the gen- 
veman confine himself strictly to it. 

Mr. HOLMES askedif it had ever been known in that as- 
sembly before, orin any other assembly, that when a gentle- 
man, whether: under erroneous Impressions or otherwise, ap- 
pealed to the courtesy of his fellow members to be heard in 
reply. to. allegations affecting his character or his conduct, 
that courtesy had been denied him. Whatever wasthe charac- 
ter of that memorial, whether it was a hoax; as some gentle- 
men supposed, or a genuine paper, as the gentieman from Mas. 
sachusetts believed it to be, whatever might be the impressions 
of: honorable members with regard to it, he was unwilling to 
deny the gentleman who was assailed in it the privilege of a 
reply, - 

Eons yemarks were here made by the SPEAKER not heard 
by the Reporter. Mie 

Mr. HOLMES. The question is whether the gentleman shall 
be permitted to address the House in reply to the charges con- 
tained inthe petition, If there be a doubt, it should be con- 
strued in favor of courtesy. - ` 

The SPEAKER said that the gentleman from Massachusetts 
had 'aright'to be heard. on the question of privilege. 

Mr. ADAMS [much excited, and raising his voice.] Yes, 
sir, provided there is no. point of order raised—no fifty or one 
hundred questions of order raised to gag me, as the gentleman 
from Maryland and Virginia (Messrs. Jonnson and Wiss,] 
have been doing. . 

Mre WM. COST JOHNSON again addressed the Chair on 
the point of order raised by him, and in the course of his re 
marks observed that the question of privilege had keen with- 
drawn by the gentleman from Massachusetts, when the gen- 
toman from Kentucky (Mr. Marsa#auu] moved that he be per- 
mitted to address the House in his defence. 

Mr. ADAMS interrupted Mr. J, and (raising his voice with 
much excitement) said: Sir, the gentleman from Maryland 
speaks false; I said no such thing; I waived the question of 
privilege; I didnot withdraw it. 

Mr. JOHNSON, 1 will appeal to the recollections of the 
gentlemen present to bear me out in what Isay. [Here was 
a perfect uproar. ] 

Several voices. “He did withdraw it.” 

The SPEAKER called Mr. Apams to order, and directed 
him to take hig seat. 

Mr. WARREN of Georgia moved a reconsideration of the 
vote on laying the whole subject on thetable. 

Mr. W. COST JOHNSON said, that before he took his seat 
he would withdraw his point of order, atter the motion of the 
gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Warren,] which he regretted; 
and would say but a word ortwo in reply to therude re- 
mark of the member from Massachusetts, That all the mem- 
bers around him agreed in the accuracy of his (Mr, J.’s) state- 
ment, and he appealed to the recollection of all the members 
who were present, if thew recollection did not accord with his 
(Mr. Pa) And he (Mr. J.) would say that, if other gentlemen 
felt privileged to be rude and coarse In paszion and wanton- 
ness, that no departure by others, no ebullition of feeling, no 
scene of excitement, no violent and course assault from that 
gentleman, would eyer betray him fora moment to depart 
from the rules of Parliamentary propriety and the conduct of 
a gentleman. 

Mr. ADAMS. Sir, the gentleman has had an example of 
that. Hehas heard it before, 

Thegquestioa on reconsideration, as moved by Mr. WARREN, 
was here taken, and carried without a division. 

ve WISE asked the Chair to state the question as it then 
stood, 

The SPEAKER said that the question recurred on the mo- 
tion of the gentlaman from Tennessee to lay the. whole subject 
on the table. In his judgment, the question of privilege was not 
involved in this motion; and that that question was not pending 
before the House when the motion was made, in a manner that 
made it a question to be laid on the table. : 

Mr. AARON V. BROWN called for the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered. 

Mr. WISE wished to know if the question of privilege was 
then before the House? 

The SPEAKER did not think that it was. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia. Have we gained any thing, then, 
by the decision of the last question taken? 

The SPEAKER. That is for the House to decide. 

The question was thea taken on laying the whole subject on 
the table, and lost. 

The question then came upon Mr. MARSHALL’ S motion to 
allow the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Apasts] to ad- 
dress the House in reply to the charges contained in the peti- 
tron. 

The reading of the petition was called for, 

Mr. WISE would ask,,.before the petition was read, if it was 
iri possession of the House. 

The SPEAKER. Itis not in the possession of the House; but 
itis a paper inthe posseasion of the gentleman from Massachu- 
satis, which he has a right to have read at the Clerk’s table, 

Mr. WISE called for the reading of Mr. MARSHALL’ S motion; 
and it was accordingly read by the Clerk, from his minutes, 

{The motion was, in substance, that Mr. Apams be permitted 
to address this House in reply to “the petition in his posses- 
siou.?’] 

Mr, WISE. I would inquire what petition that motion refers 
Aoin speaking of “the petition,” and I wish to know if that 
motion puts the petition upon the Journal of the House. The- 
motionis, that the gentleman from Massachusetts ba heard in 


reply to the. petition in his possession. Now, I ask whether it 


will notrequire a majority of two-thirds to carry that motion? 
I make the point, that, inasmuch as the motion makes tke unu- 
sual request that the House will hear a member in reply toa 
paper that is notin its possession, that itis within no rule, and 
therefore requires a majority of two-thirds to pass it. 

Mr. EVERETT moved the previous question; which was se 
conded by the House. ae i 3 

The question “Shall the main question be now put?” -was de- 

‘cided in the affirmative. : i 

The main question (being on the motion of Mr. MARSHALL) 
was then taken by yeas and nays, atthe call of Mr. Wiss, aud 
decided in the affirmative, as follows» ; : 

YVEAS—Meéssrs. Adams, Aven, Sherlock J. Andrews, Ar- 
nold, Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Barton, Beeson, Bid- 
lack, Birdseye, Blair, Boardman,’ Borden, Botts, Brewster, 
Buggs, Brockway, Bronson, Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, Cal- 
noun, John Campbell, William B. Campbell, Thomas J. Camp- 
bell, Caruthers, Casey, Childs, Chittenden, John ©. Clark, 
Staley N. Clarke,-Cooper, Cranston, Cravens, Cushing, Garrett 
Davis, Richard D. Davis, Deberry, Doig, John Edwards, 
Egbert, Everett, Ferris, Fessenden, Fillmore, John G., Floyd, 
Charles A. Floyd, A; Lawrence Foster, Gamble, Gates, Gid- 
dings, Patrick G., Goode, Granger, Green, Hal, William S. 
Hastings, Ways, Henry, Howard, Hudson, Charles J. Inger- 
soll; William W. Irwin, James, John P. Kennedy, Andrew 
Kennedy, Lane, Lawrence, Linn, Littlefield, Lowell, Rob: rt 
McClellan, Thomas F, Marsttall, Samson Mason, Mattocks, 
Maxwell, Maynard, Meriwether, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, 
Osborne, Parmenter, Pendleton, Plumer, Ramsey, Benjamin 
Randall, Alexander Randall, Ridgway, Roosevelt, William 
Russell, James M. Russell, Saltonstall, Sanford, Shepperd, 
Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, Suatton, John T. 
Stuart, Richard W, Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tom- 
linson, Trumbull, Van Rensselaer, Watterson, Winthrop, 
Yorke and Augustus Young—I11. 

NAYS—Messrs. Landaff W. Andrews, Arrington, Atherton, 
Bowne, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, William 
Butler, Wiliam O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C., Cald- 
well, Cary, Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Cowen, Cross, 
Daniel, Dawson, Eastman, John C. Edwards, Thomas F., Fos- 
ter, Gerry, Gilmer, Goggin, Gordon, Gwin, Habersham, 
Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, Hunter, William Cost Johnson, 
Isaac D. Jones, Keim, Abraham McClellan, McKay, Mahory, 
Marchand, Allred Marshall, Mathiot, Mathews, Medill, Miller, 
Newhard, Owsley, Partridge, Pickens, Powell, Proffit, Ray- 
ner, Reding, Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, Saunders, Shaw, 
Shields, William Smith, Sprigg, Steenrod, Summers, Sumter, 
Sweney, Taliaferro, Jacob “Thompson, Triplett, Warren, 
Washington, Weller, Westbrook, Edward D. White, James 
W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Christopher H. Williams, 
Joseph L Williams, Wise, and Wood—&, 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL rese to a privileged question. He rose, he 
said, for the purpose of moving the reconsideration of the vote 
just taken, and he begged leaveto make the remark that he 
had voted with the majority, because he was not allowed an 
opportunity of explaining himself, and that he might, by 
making the motion, he now dis obtain that privilege. 

Messrs. EVERETT and MORGAN rose to order, and the 
former asked if the question was debatable. 

The SPEAKER said it was, 

Mr. ADAMS said that if itwas debatable on one side it cer- 
tainly was on the other, 

Mr. GARRET DAVIS rose algo to a priviledged question, 
The gentleman from South Carolina, he said, had no right 
to take the floor from the gentleman from Massachusetts. 

The SPEAKER said that the gentleman from South Caroli- 
na. was in order, and was the first to obtain the floor after the 
yote had been announced. 

Mr. CAMPBELL was aboutcommencing with his remarks, 
when 

Mr. BRIGGS called him to order, on the ground that his col- 
league(Mr. Apams] was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. WISE. Did not:the Specker decide that the gentleman 
from South Carolina had the floor? [The SPEAKER replied 
in the aflirmative.] Then I call the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts to order. ` 

Mr. MARSHALL here stated in reply toa remark of some 
gentleman not seen or heard by the Reporter, that his motion 
was toallow the gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. Apams] 
to be heard in defence of the charges made against him in the 
petition, not as a matter of privilege but as an act of courtesy 
on the part of the House. r 

Mr. WISE. To defend himself from charges contained 
in a paper that is notinthe possession of the House. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina commenced again with 
his explanation, but was interrupted again with deafening cries 
to order; and, after order was somewhat restored, said that the 
motion of the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. MARSHALL] was 
that the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Apams} should be 
heard in his own defence against the charges contained in the pe- 
tition which he himselfhad presented to the House, and which he 
believed to be genuine. That there was no question of privi- 
lege involved, Mr. C. thought could be easily demonstrated; 
for whatever charge had been brought against the gentleman, 
had been brought by himself in presenting the petition, and he 
was therefore his own accuser, and could at any time with- 
draw the accusation. Again,there was no question of privi- 
lege for another reason; and that was, if the charge that the 
gentleman labored under a monomania could be proved, it af 
forded no grounds for accusation against him, inasmuch as it 
was not an offence of which the House could take cognizance, 
But the gentleman from Massachusetts having made it a ques. 
tion of privilege, and the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. MAR 
SHALL) having moved that he should be heard in his defence 
the matter assumed a different aspect; and, for one, he would 
say that he would, with great pleasure, allow the venerable 
gentleman to explain himself but for one reason. This charge 
wag based on the course which the gentleman and his friends 
thought it to be their duty to pursue ona question of great deli- 
cacy—-a course which he and other gentlemen were opposed 
to, as in their opinion detrimental to the best interests of the 
country and the harmony of the Union; and, in defending him- 

self, he would, most probably, descant on topics of an exciting 
and irritating character. He would therefore, with great defer- 
ence, ask of the venerable gentleman if it would be just or ge. 
nerous for him to be allowed to discuss matters injurious to the 
feelings of other gentlemen who could not have the privilege of 
areply. He had no objection to the discussion of this subject 
of petition. He believed it had not been sufficiently discussed; 
that the view taken ot it by the gentleman from Massachusetts 


and his friends was of the most superficial character; and that 
the course pursued by him (Mf. C.) was not. only dictated by 
the first'law ofnatare, that of self-preservation, but that it. vio- 
lated no constitutional right of any citizen-of the United States, 
If this questiorr was thrown wide open to discussion, this House 
would not adjourn till the dog-days. If the gentleman was al- 
lowed to defend himself, he must condemn these who pursued a 
different course; and, therefore, it was the duty of all these gen- 
tlemen—a duty of self-respect, a duty which they owed to 
themselves, unless they had full assurance that they. should 
have an opportunity to reply—to vote aga nst allowing the gen» 
teman to proceed. 

Mr. ADAMS said that the gentleman from South Carolina, in 
making this motion of reconsideration, by which he admitted 
that he had “voted against his conscience, had thought proper 
not only to enter into the merits of the question, but, unrebuked 
by the Speaker, had thrown open the whole subject of his con- 
duct, and that of many of his friends, in reference to the treat- 
ment of petitions, He thanked the gentleman for it. 

Mr. CAMPBELL begged leave to correct the gentleman.. He 
had confined himself to the pointinvolved in-his motion for re- 
consideration—that the gentleman from Massachusetts could 
not be heard in his own defence without attacking others, who 
eught also to be heard. 

Me. ADAMS, The gentleman from South Carolina said that 
he had confined himself to one point. Now, did he confine him- 
self to that point when he acknowledged that he and his friends 
had gnot dore right with regard to the reception of petitions, 
The gentleman had not done justice to the people of the United 
States in trampling upon their rights involved in the great right 
of petition, i 

Mr. WISE demanded that the gentleman be confined tò the 
question, 

Mr. ADAMS. Why did not the Speaker confine the gentle- 
tleman from South Carolina to the question? I thank the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina for throwing open the subject, and 
I thank the Speaker for not rebuking him for it. I and my 
friends thank God, have now the whoie subject open, and we 
will avail oucselves of it, 

Mr. WISE rose to a point of order. He asked if it was right 
for the gentleman to discuss the vight of petition on the leave 
granted by the House for him to proceed, 

The SPEAKER said it was not, and the gentleman from 
Massachusetts must confine himself to the question. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Lrise to another point of order. (Laughter. ] 

Mr; ADAMS made some remarks not distinctly understood, 
an 

The SPEAKER referred him to .a decision which the House 
overruled, in which this precise point was involved, the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts himself voting to reverse the deci- 
sion of the Chair. : 

Mr. ADAMS, Did that justify the Speaker in not confining 
the gentleman from South Carolina to the question, and in 
confining me to it; in applying the rule to me, and not apply- 
mg it to another? 

he SPEAKER. The gentleman from South Carolina 
{Mr. CAMPBELL] spoke in general terms; had said that he and 
his friends bad taken one course, and the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts and his friends had taken another, without saying 
what that course was. ‘Ihe gentleman spoke in general terms, 
and if the gentleman from Massachusetts would do the same 
thing, the Chair would not interrupt him. 

Mr. ADAMS. The gentleman from South Carolina gave as 
one of his points, that I could not reply to the charges contained 
in this petition, because } presented it myself—because I was 
my own accuser. Does it deprive me of the right of self de- 
fence, because Lam the first to make known to the House the 
charges that have been made against me? Sir, there was a case 
which the gentleman from Virginia himself ought to recollect, 
and which was founded on a newspaper paragraph. It is a 
common occurrence for gentlemen to uring to the notice of the 
House, a paragraph in a newspaper, and say that it is a breach 
of privilege. Itis utterly at variance with the known practice 
of the House, to say that because! bring the memorial to its 
notice, I cannot answer it, But I have another reason for 
wishing to reply to the charges contained in this petition which 
I have not yet made known to the House. It is this: Inthe 
letter transmitting this memorial to me, the reasons are given 
why itis sent to me, instead of one of the gentlemen belonging 
tathe Georgia delegation in Congress. 1 will read the letter: 
it is very respectful and courtevus in its language. 

(Mr. A. here read the letter which wasdated at Clarksville, 
Georgia, 10th December, 1841, and commented on itas he pro- 
ceeded. The writer giving as the reason why the petition was 
transmitted to Mr. ADAms instead of one of the Georgia delega- 
tion, that the petitioners were‘unwilling to be the cause of any 
unkindness between Mr. A. and the gentleman who might pre» 
sent it.] 

It was a deliberate thing, said Mr. A. and was signed by the 
Secretary of the mecting. 

Mr. WARREN. Read the name of the secretary. 

Mr. ADAMS. It is James Playfair, and his name corre- 
sponds entirely with his character. There was fair play in the 
course he had pursued, and he honored him for it. 

Mr. HABERSHAM. ‘There is no such person in the county. 

Mr. ADAMS. The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. HABER" 
SHAM] said yesterday that there were no such persons in the 
county as the signers of the petition. 

Mr. HABERSHAM, I said that I Anew ofno such persons in 
ny county; and certainly there is no such person in itas James 

lay far. 

Mr.*ADAMS. The gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. 
Bormes] said he did not believe the petition to be a hoax, and 
that T ought to be heard in reply to it. : 

Mr. HOLMES wished to explain what he did say. It was 
that, hoax or no hoax, courtesy: required that the gentleman 
should be heard, 

Mr. ADAMS. Weilsir: I thank the gentleman from South 
Carolina. 1 perceive that he belongs to the “Playfair” 
family. [Laughter.} 

Mr. ADAMS then went on with his comments on the letter 
transmitting the petitionto him. These gentlemen, while they 
thought him utterly incompetent for the station he held as 
chairman of the Committee of Foreign Relations. preserved to 
him all proper delicacy and decorum; so much go as to fear 
that the sending their petition to oneof their own Representa- 
tives might excite unkind feelings on his part towards him, and 
therefore they sent their petition to him (Mr. A.) He would 
here, however, take the occasion to remark, that 1f any gentle- 
man on that floor should be charged with a’ petition reflecting 
on him or calling his conduct in question, that he would not, 


out of delicacy to him, failto present jt. But with regard to 
the petition. Suppose. that it was a fiction; then was it a 

treater breach of privilege than if. it was’genuine. He consi- 
dered it vastly a stronger ground for him to found a breach of 
privilege on, if the paper wasindeed a fiction, than if it was 
a genuine petition sent by the most respectable men in the 
State: He would ask the gentleman from Georgia to say, if a 
member from Massachusetts; or a meeting of men in the city 
of Boston, should agree to present a pétition of the House re- 
flecting on them, or charging them with insanity, and that 
charge being evidently a milder way of charging them with 
crime—he asked them, what they would feel towards thatsec- 
tion of the country from which sucha charge came. 

Mr. HABERSHAM rose in explanation, but was called to 
order by several gentlemen, and prevented from proceeding. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Massachusetts 
yield the floor? 

Mr. ADAMS. Certainly; Lam willing to allow any gentle- 
man an opportunity of making an explanation. 

Mr. HABERSHUA®M observed that he would now explain what 
he had not hadan opportunity of doing satisfactorily before. He 
wished the House and the country to understand the nature of 
the petition, and the part he had taken in regard to it. He 
learned that the gentleman froin Massachusetts had in his pos- 
session a petition that purported to come from the county in 
which he resided, and he accordingly called on the gentleman 
and asked tosee it. On examination, he saw that the name in 
the letter that the gentleman had just read, and all the other 
names, were in the same handwriting. The handwriting he 
did not know. Among the names, were the surnames of many 
persons residing in his county—-names common in that region 
of country, such as Richardson, Smith, &c. but he knew no 
persons having the same Christian names and the same sur- 
names together. He stated these facts to the gentleman, and at 
the same time told him that he believed the paper to be a hoax, 
and that although, from the post mark, the letter appeared to 
come fromthe place where it was dated, yet that he believed it 
to have been thrown into the post office there by some one who 
resided in another place, and who did it for the purpose of de- 
ception. With these facts, and with these explanations given 
him. by the representative who resided in the neighborhood 
where the petition was dated, he should unquestionably, had he 
been in the place of the gentieman from Massachusetts, have 
put it in his; pocket, rather than disturh this House or the coun- 
try, and especially amidst its pressing necessities, with making 
it the subject of a grave and serious question, He would have 
putitin the fire, and then no one would have known of its ex- 
Istence. . 

Mr. ADAMS. Does the gentleman propose to make an argu: 
ment on my conduct?) The gentleman would have put the pes 
tition in his pocket, would he? I know that gentleman’s course 
with regard to petitions—I know he would put some petitions 
in his pocket—a vast number of petitions which I feel it my 
duty to present; but the gentleman has not answered my ques- 
tion. Lasked him what would be his feelings if such a peution 
reflecting on him came from the North. If he has no feeling in 
such acase, his feelings are different from mine. 

Mr, HABERSHAM. I will answer the gentleman, I wouid 
have laughed at sucha paper, supposing that the authors of it 
had nothing better to do. I would have had no other feelings 
than mirth even if the paper had come from the head of an Abo- 
lition Society. f 

Me. ADAMS. Well, the gentleman has different feelings on 
the subject of abolition from those of the majority of his section 
of the country. 

He had expressed to the House, Mr. A. continued, the opi- 
nion, that ifthe petition was such wone as the gentleman from 
Georgia supposed it to be, it was still a greater outrage on his 
privileges, and the privileges of the Hoase, than if it was a ge- 
nuine paper. He pathimself on both points; that whether it 
was genuine, or whether it wasa forgery, it was equally an 
outrage on him and on the House. He did not consider itto be 
a fiction. Ile had shown the petition to another member from 
Georgia [Mr. Warren] before he showed it to the gentleman 
who last spoke [Mr. Waserswam) and he, on examining it, said 
that there were persons of the names signed to itin the county 
of Habersham, but that his colleague, who resided in the county, 
knew more about them than he did, 

Mr. WISE asked if the genticman from Massachusetts was 
in order. 

The SPEAKER observed to the gentleman frem Massachu- 
setts that he would probably reach his object much sooner by 
allowing the question of reconsi eration to be taken. 

Mr. WARREN thought that it was due to him that he should 
be allowed to make an explanation, inasmuch asthe gentleman 
from Massachusetts had alluded to him. 

Mr. ADAMS proceeded with his remarks, and in the course 
of his observations referred to 

Mr. CAMPBELL, who rose to a point of order. He denied 
that he was out of order, when he addressed the House on his 
motion for a reconsideration; but admitting that he was, the 
gentleman was equally out of order in replying to remarks 
made out of order. 

Mr. ADAMS ‘believed that the question of reconsideration 
jneluded all other questions, and he mightas well say what he 
had to say on that motion as any ether. Mr. A. then gave 
way to ; 

Mr. WARREN, who explained the conversation that took 

lace between him and Mr. Apams, when he calledin him with 
the petition. He then told the geatieman that there were sur- 
names in that petition which he had heard of as belonging to 
persons in Habersham county; bat that as he resided more 
than three hundred miles from ti unty, be did pot know any 
of them personally. Ke acdiled that friend Col, HABERSHAM 
resided in the county, and coukl give him all the information 
he desired. 

Mr. ADAMS observed that the gentlernan bad made an ex- 
planation satisfasiory te him and to the House, The gentle- 
man’s colleagne (Mr. H ABERSHAM] had told him that the peti- 
tion wasn hvax, Well, he put his defence on the ground that 
whether it was a hoax or not, he was entitled to a hearing. The 
charge itself was nohoax, Jt was that npon questions connect: 
ed with persons of a color as dark as a Mexican, he was utterly 
wnfit to ast. Sach questions, for instance, as whether we shall 
go ʻo war with England to prevent the suppression of the s'ave 
trade, or whether we shall go to war with Bag don the ques- 
tion whether infamous slave aders shall be indemnified for 
their abominable traffic. 

Messrs. WISE and WM. COST JOHNSON caled Mr. A. to 
order, and demanded that he take his seat, 
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Mr. ADAMS, . Well, sir; if the Speaker requires me to take 
my seat; Yshall.do so—not otherwise.- 

‘Tha SPEAKER having called Mr. A. to order, he was pro- 
ceeding with his remarks, amid {oud calls to order, when 

Mr. JOHNSON insisted'that he had no right to proceed, tll 
perinitted to do so by the House. 

My. ADAMS still continuing his remarks, 

Mr.. WILLIAM COST JOANSON insisted on the rules of 
the House. being observet. 

Mr. ADAMS, (with much acrimony,). I see where the shoe 
pinches, Mr. Speaker. : 

The SPEAKER The gentleman from Massachusetts is 
clearly out of order, aud must take his seat. 

Mr. ADAMS, Iam in my seat. 

Mr, STANLY moved to lay the question of reconsideration on 
the table; which motion was carried. 

Mr. ADAMS then con:inued. This charge, as he had stated 

to the House, was not a trifiingone. It was not made by incon- 
siderate persons, bnt by persons of the highest respectability; 
and he believed that the opinion expressed by them that he was ` 
laboring under monomania ona certain subject, was enteriained 
by many gentlemen in that House. (Mr. Wiss. li’strue.] He 
heard it said across the floor that it was true. 
_ Now, if it was true, he thought that the House should take 
it into consideration, and give the commitiee to which he be- 
longed authority to choose another ch.irman; but until the fact 
was proved, ne claimed the privilege allowed to all accused 
persons of being considered innocent. The zentleman fiom 
Keatucky, [Mr. Marstann,} who had done him the favor to 
make this motion, was also more than half way, as he said, of 
the opinion that those petitioners were vight in charging him 
with monomania, and he therefore, called upon the gentleman 
to substantiate the charge, as the memorialisis were not here 
to doit themselves. He called upon the gentleman to sustain 
the position that he (Mr. A.) wasincompetent to discharge the 
duties of chairman of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
Though he knew that the whole slave trading representation of 
that House was against him, with but a single exception, and 
he was afaid to name him; though ke knew that the Northern 
auxiliaries of the slave trading representation, which gave then 
the majority, were also against him, yet he hoped they would 
allow the petition to be referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs; to choose another chairman should they think proper. 
Should the committee do this, he would consider it an endorse- 
ment. of the charge, and would abide by the decision. In say- 
ing this, he gave warning to the slave trading representation, 
and their Northern auxiliaries, Whig and Democrat, that he: 
was willing to abide by their vote, andlet the question gu 10 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. Ifhe had any doubt of the 
position of parties on this question, it was disclosed in the 
letter of a late Senator from the State of Alabama, [Mr. Cle- 
ment C. Clay,] to his Legislature, on resigning his seot in the 
Senate of the United States, He would read that letter for the 
information ofthe House. 

“To insure the permanent ascendency of Democratic princi- 
ples, it is only necessary for the people of this quarter of the 
Union to understand and appreciate the prophetic truth of Mr. 
Jefferson's declaration, that ‘the Democracy of the North is the 
natural ally of the South.’ ” 

There! said Mr. A, the Democracy of the North is the natu- 
ral ally of the slave traders, is itt 

“To do this, let them but reviewso much of the Executive ` 
journal of the late extra session as has been permitted to see the 
light; and they will there find that the nominations of Abolition- 
ists, of the most obnoxious character, were confirmed by the 
votes of Southern Whig Senators, when every Northern Demo- 
crat, in his place, voted against them.” 

There is an alliance, then, between the Southern slave traders 
and the Northern Democrats. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia called the gentleman to order. 
[Voices near him: sit down, sit down; ob, let him go on.] 

Mr. ADAMS. Twill give the gentleman further cause for 
reflection before I have done. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia rose to a question of order. Heun- 
derstood the House to decide that the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts should havethe privilege of defending himself against 
the charge of monomania; and he would ask if he was doing it. 
{Mr. Apams. Yes sir.] 1fs0, he was wrong, Mr. S. said, for 
nterrupting him. "i 

Mr. ADAMS continued reading as follows: 

“These and other developments have conclusively establish- 
ed the charge, long since preferred, that a coalition had been 
formed between Southern Whig leaders (not the party general- 
ly)and the Abolitionists, as well as the Federalists of the 
North. his extraordinary alliance, suggested by the most un- 
principled ambition, and consummated by the vilest treachery, 
shouldbe dissolved. Its dissolution is no less indispensable to 
the perpetuity of the Union than it is to the safety oi the South.” 

So much forthe safety of the South! Now that paragraph 
from the letter of the late Senator from Alabama to the Legis- 
lature of his State, contained precisely the same charge in 
substance against the Abolitionists of the North, and against 
the voters in the Senate in favor of what he called Abolition- 
ism, that this paper charged against him (Mr. Apams.) The 
Jate Senator, in substance, charged all who vored tor the ap- 
pointmeut of any person from the North, viz. the gentieman 
frim New York {Mr Grancer] the minister to England, Mr. 
Everett, and the present Secretary of Sue, with being meno- 
manics,and he said further, that all the Democrats of the 
North voted against these nominations. 

Sir, said Mr. A.I have another letter, 
which] will read for the information of t 
order, order.] 

Mr. W.C JOHNSON rose to a question of order, He said 
the gentleman was permitied by the House to repiy to charges 
against him contained in a petition which was written on a 
sheet of Congressional paper, the signatures to which were all 
in thesame handwriting; and heasked if the cenveman hata 
ritit to bring in other communications? He objected to the in- 
troduction of these extraneous documents, and made the point 
that they were not in order, and called for the decision of the | 
Chair. 


dated at Accomack, 
he House, [Cries of 


Mr. WISE hoped that his friend from Maryland would allow 
the gentleman to go on. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland insisted on bis point of order, 
and could not withdraw jt. He objected fo ihe ileman's 
reading that or any other letter. He asked if, in defending him- 
self against the charges contained in the petition, as the House 
had granted him leave todo, he had a right to bring in ether 
communications which bad no relation to the subject, andar- 
yaign other members. He asked if the House, in granting the 


| 
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genlleman the privilege of being “heard, intended ‘that scenes 
should be enacted-that must produce. consequences that must 
be deprecated by every friend to order. 0 Uy TEREE 

Mr. ADAMS. ` Sir the gentleman spéaks of consequences 
{Cries of order, order.) NE ce p 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland. Task if the gen 
the pretence of defending ‘himself, front the charges contained 
in one paper, can introduce othér papers, and “arraign other 
members on that fluor.” (Loud cries of order, order-} <o 4i: ‘ 

Mr. WISE rose, and expressed. the hope that the gentleman 
from Massachusetts might be allowed to proceed, without 3n+ 
terruption. He wasso used to the gentleman pouring. gut the 
yian of his wrathon his head, that he really: now'did not re: 
gard it, r ‘ : 

Mr. ADAMS. Iam glad of it, sir. s4 : Be 

Mr, WISE said that he would ask leave of the House to reply’ 
to the gentleman, and did not doubt but that privilege would 
be granted him. : : 

Mr. GIDDINGS rose, and endeavored to address the House, 
but was cried down by loud and repeated calls to order. 

The SPEAKER here made some remarks, but the tumult 
was so great, that the Reporter couldnot hear a word, 

Mr. ADAMS. I am adducing evidence that the same spi- 
titinthissame section of the Union, that. would "disfranchise 
all the members of the House from the North, who were op- 
posed to slave trading—that that same spirit, in infinitely more 
onieerionanie a view, characterized this petition, [Calls to ot- 

er. 

The SPEAKER observed that the gentleman from Massar 
chusetts would recollect that the permision that was granted 
him was an act of courtesy on the part. of the Mouse--and 
that, on the motion of the gentleman from Kentucky, leave was’ 
only granted to defend himself from the charges contained in 
‘the patition; and the opinion of the Chair was, that he must- 
confine himself within reasonable limits. 7S 

Mr. ADAMS. Well, sir, that defence is, to retort upon the 
memorialisis the charge ofa desire to ,disfranchise;ime, and all. 
from the same section of the Union, who do not agree with them; 
and I feel it my duty to expose it in the face of the world. Tsay 
that it is perfectly congenial to the matter to read this letter. it 
goes to prove the purposes of the memorial, and for this reascn 
I wish to read the letter from Accomack, which shows the same 
kind of feeling, 

The SPEAKER observed that the gentleman was comments 
ing on the course of another gentleman, who would not be ‘able 
to reply to him. 

Mr, ADAMS. The gentleman is present. 

The SPEAKER, The genteman is present, it is true; but 
the gentleman from Massachusetts will observe that leave is 
only given to him to address the House on thie subject, and not 
io other gentlemen, whom be might think proper to refer to 
in the course of his remarks. E 

Mr. ADAMS. Well, sir, does the leave of tho House permit 
me to read a little extract from this letter? oe 

Mr. WM. COST JOHNSON objected to the gentleman’s 
reading any portion of the letter. j 

Mr. WINTHROP addressed the House at some length, con- 
tending that Mr. Apams should be allowed to read the letter. 

The SPEAKER decided the point of order against Mr, ADAMS, 
and expressed the wish, if the decision was not satisfactory to 
the gentleman, that he would take an appeal, and thereby get 
the decision of the House on the question. 

Mr. ADAMS. Does the Speaker decide that I am not to be 
permitted to read a little extract from thisletter? . : 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has so decided, because it touches 
another gentleman, who has not been granted the privilege ofa 
reply: 

Mtr ADAMS appealed from the decision of the Chair; who 
then stated the question on the appeal. 

Mr. WISE. 1suppose the limits of the debate can be ascer- 
tained by the petition referred to, Task where it is, what it is, 
and how it comes before the House? i 

Mr. TOURNEY. Before I vote, 1 wisk to know whether the 
gentleman from Massachusette wishes to read the extract to 
prove or disprove the charge of monomania, 

The question on the appeal was taken, and resulted—yeas 76, 
nays Te. ° : 

Bo the decision of the Chair was reversed. . a 

Mr. ADAMS [exultingly.] Ishall now have the pleasure of 
reading this very delectable letter to the House. The whole 
js full of very interesting matter, but L shall not trouble the 
Houge with reading it all, Ishallonly read part of it, in order 
to prove the identity of sentiment entertained by the writer aud 
the authors of thie memorial. 

Mr. A. then read extracts from Mr. Wise’s letter to his con- 
stituents, commenting on itashe went on, and in referring to the 
opposition made tothe recognition of the negro Government of 
Hayti, said thatit wasa slaveholding question that was in- 
volved. The republic of Iayti, he said, was acknowledged by 
France and Great Britain, and all the civilized nauons of the , 
world except the United States; and the gendeman complained 
ofthe Speaker that he had appointed a majority, of non-slave- 
hol jers on the committee that was to take that question into 
consideration. Heepoke of this as showing the feeling that 
burned in the bosom of the person who wrote that letter, It 
was nota personal feeling; it was a siaveholding, a avetrading 
and aslavebreeding feeling ; andthe complaint was that the 
of the committee were not appointed of slave- 


man under 


that the gentleman had no right to read papers irrelevant to the 
subject, and on them toarraign members on that floor, 
not the privilege of defending themselves. 
therefere, of the Chair, for J 
nor of the country, that he would put a stop-to this disgraceful 
sroceeding. He required of the t £ e 
Ine gentleman from Massachusets, who was disgracing him- 
celfand disgracingthe country by ! 
and harlequin hefore the Grand Inguest of the nation. 
of “order.” “order,” and in perfect uproar.] | i i 
The SPEAKER said that the gentleman irom North Caroli- 
na. would bear in mind that the Chair had just pronounced the 
i out of order, and the House hav- 


dleman from Massschuseus 9 ' 
Eeo yerruled thatdecision, the Chair couldnot now arrest the 
Ef 


i in his remarks. $ ( 
our, RAYNER said he cemanded the decision of the Chair 


whotherthe genileman from Massachusetts was in order in. dis? 
cussing the question of slavery or non-slavery,. and he insisted 
upon a decision, to see whether this House would disgrace it: 


self. E y 
The SPEAKER saidthat, in his judgment, this whole matter 
was out of order; butinasmuch as this same point had just been 
„ made and the decision of the Chair had: been overruled, he 
` could not now arrest, the debate. ae f 
Mr: ADAMS said he had not got to the sweetest part of the 
lëtter yet.” a . i 
Mt RAYNER appealed Tiom the decision of the Chair. 


-Mr. HOLMES moved that the Houseadjourn; which motion 


was decided in the negative. > 
Mr. WISE asked to bë excused from voting on this question, 
and stated as his reason that he could not decide whether the 
remarks of the gentleman from Massachusetts were relevant or 
irrelevant. He could not judge whether they were pertinent to 
the petition, which was not in possession of the FTousc. 
. Some conversation arose as “to this fact between the 
_ SPEAKER and Mr, WISE; when the motion was carried, and 
Mr. Wisg was excused from voting. 4 


The yeas and nays were asked and ordered upon the appeal; ` 


and the cal! having commenced, inquiries were made by seve» 
ral gentlemen as. to the precise nature of the decision of the 
Speaker, concerning which, in the confusion that prevailed, dif- 
ferent opinions had been formed. 

Mr. RAYNER then. reduced his point of order to wtiting; 
which was read by the Clerk, and was, substantially, that the 
gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. Apams] was out of order 
in ‘discussing the question of slavery or non-slavery, in the 
reading, by leave ot the House, a paper purporting to be a let 
ter from the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Wise J 
. Farther conversation arose as to the precise appeal first ta- 


ken. ’ 

‘After which, the call of the yeas and nays having been com- 
pleted, the vote resulted thus—yeas 66, nays 89. 

So the decision of the Chair was reversed. 

Mr. ADAMS then said he presumed he would be permitted, 
under the previous decision of the House, tə proceed in the 
reading of the letter. . 

Mr. HOPKINS objected to the gentleman from Massachu- 
setis proceeding one inch, and hoped his objection would be no+ 
teed. ` ; 

Mr. LINN moved that the House adjourn. 


The vote on which motion was taken by tellers, and resulted 


~ayes 86, noos 57, . 
And then, at half past four o'clock, the House adjourned, 


IN SENATE. 
, P Monpay, January 24, 1842. è 
Messtis.. TALLMADGE, MOUTON, HUNTINGTON, 
MANGUM, BERRIEN, EVANS, YOUNG, WRIGHT, 


WALKER, BENTON, OALHOUN, and ALLE X, presented 
memorials remonstrating against any modification, amend- 
ment or repeal of the Bankrupt law. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented memorials from manufacturers 
and dealers in iron in New York city, Albany, and Troy, pray- 
ing that, in readjusting the tariff, the present duties on this 
article may be maintained: referred to the Committee on Ma- 
nufactures, ' 

Mr. MOUTON presenteda memorial remonstrating against 
the repeal of the Bankrupt law: in presenting which he took oc» 
casion to say that his views had undergone no change in regard 
to this bill. He was opposed to the law, and regarded it in an 
unfavorable light. Hecould not vote for awy such law, if his 
official course were guided by his own opinions; but he had 
been instructed by his Legislature to vote for the law of the last 
session, and regarded those instructions as yet binding upon 
him. Those resolutions had been passed. unanimously; at 
Jeast there was no objection to them. Regarding himself asin- 
structed, though his opinions were unchanged and opposed to 
the measure, he should vote against repeal, postponement, or 
amendment. 

Mr, WRIGHT presented the proseedings of a public meet- 
ing heid at the Merchant's Exchange, in favor of the amend- 
meator repeal’ of the Bankrupt law: referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Also, a memorial from the city of New York, praying that 
such a law may be passed as to authorize a drawback on goods 
imported and re-exported in origina! packages to ports on the 
Canadian frontier: referred to the Committee on Com- 


erce, 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of Prudence Barton, 
claiming asum of money duc her late husband: referred to the 
Committec on Revolutionary Claims 

My. SMITH, from the Committee on Public Lands, reported 
a Will for the relief of George Nix; which was read, and ordered 
to a second reading. 

_ Also, reported back to the Senate from the same committee, 
the bill authorizing the relinquishment of the sixteenth sec- 
tion, appropriated for school purposes, and for the entry of 
other lands in lieu thereof, with a substitute for the whole bijl; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MANGUM, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, re- 
ported the Pliowing bills, viz: 

A bill for the relief of Richard Patton: 

‘A bill for the relief of Capt, Isaac Hult, 

‘A bill for the relief of Daniel Kiiss; 

A bill forthe relief of Enoch Hidder; 
which were severally read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, from the Committee on Public Lands, 
madean adverse report on the petition of William Hudgings, 
for the relocation of a military land warrant. 

Mr. MOREHEAD, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Richard T. Banks, of Arkansas; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 
fs On motion of Mr. PORTER, p f 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to inform 
the Senate whether a report and d.awings of the survey autho- 
rized by lawin March last, with a view to the establishment of 
a boundary line between the State of Michigan and the Terri- 
tory of Wisconsin, haveyet been made to the Department by the 
surveyor appointed for that object; and, if so, that he transmi 
the same to the Senate, together with such other information 
as he may possess, not heretofore communicated to Congress. 

Mr. EVANS submited the following: 

‘Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
communicate to the Senate any information ia his possession 
showing the comparative tariffs of duties of foreign nations upon 
imporss, withsuch other information as he may deem relevant 
w the subject, 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


“The adverse report on the. petition of Ferdinand Clark was 
taken up; and concurred in by the Senate. a : 
THE ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. $ 

Mr. KING submitted a joint resolution, going to fix the period 
of adjournment of the present session for the 30th of Mag next; 
which he desired might lie over until to morrow, when he 
hoped it wouldreceive the favorable consideration ofthe Senate. 
He adverted tothe extra session, a period of four months, and 
thought. ifthe duration ‘of the present session was fixed at the 
time designated, (which would allow us four moonths,) that 
there would boample time for action on all the great leading 
subjects before them. y ‘ 1 

Many petitions were presented, and several reports were 
made frum committees, but the confusion was so great in the 
Senate that their purport could not be heard, i 

The special orders of the day were called up, being the bill 
for the repeal of the Distribution act; the bill for extending the 
Jaws of the United States to the Oregon Territory; and Mr. 
Cuay’s resdlutions in favor ofamending the Constitution. 

Mr. LINN, the mover ofthe firat two of the orders of the day, 
consenting that they should be passed over informally, 

The special order, being the joint resolutions introduced by 
Mr. Cray, wasthen taken up. 

The resolutions having been read, as follows: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United Slates of America in Congress assembled, (two- 
thirds of both Houses concurring,) That the following article 
be proposed to the Legislatures of tht several States as an 
amendment to the Consutution of the United States; which, 
when ratified by three-fourths of the said Legisiatures, shal! be 
valid as part of the Constitution: 

No Senator or Representative shall, during the term or frac- 
tion of a term for which he was e'ected, be appointed to any 
civil office under the authority of the United States, . 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, (two- 
thirds of both Houses concurring,) That when a bill which 
shall have passed the Senate and House of. Representatives of 
the United States shall be. returned by thé President, with his 
objections to his approbation and signature, if, upon its recon. 
sideration, it shall again pass.each House by a majority: of all 
the members belonging to such Hous¢, notwithstanding the 
President's objections, it shall become:a law; and the requisi 
tion by the existing Conatitution of two-thirds of each House 
again to pass the bill in such case is hereby annulled, 
~ Hf any bill shall be presented to the President within a period 
Jesa than ten days (Sundays included) from the termination of 
the session of Congress during which it shall have passed, and 
shall not he returned by him at thatséssion, it shall be his duty 
to return it within the three first days of the succeeding session. 
If he should not so return it, the bill shall become a law; and 
if he return it with his objections to his approbation and signa- 
ture within the time herein required, the two Houses of Con- 
gress shall proceed to consider it, in like manner as if it had 
been returned during the session af which it had passed. And 
if, upon such recousideration, it shall again pass each House by 
a majority of all the members befonging to such House, noi. 
withstanding the Presi:lent’s objeftions, it shall become a law. 

Resolved by the Sengte and flouse of Representatives of 
the United States of ericaan Congress assembled, (two 
thirds of both Houses cgncurring,) That the Secretary, or other 
head, by whatever denofnination he may be called, of the Trea. 
sury of the United States, and the Treasurer of the United 
States, shall be, respectively, agnually appointed by a joint vote 
of the Senate and Housé of Representatives, by ballet or viva 
core, as the two shoes em may severally resolve. When ap. 
painted, either of then} may bo removed by a concurrent vote 
ofthe two Houses, separately given, but neither of them shall 
be removable by the President of the United States. Congress 
may provide by law Ér the case of a vacancy oceurring in 
either of these offices Detween the periods of the annual ap. 
pointments. ae 

Mr. CLAY addresged the Senate, Whatever, he said, 
might be the ultimate fateof the amendmen: which had just 


had the honor of offeringat the same time with it, he should at 
least enjoy the conscigusness of having discharged his duty in 
their presentation. Hg must regret, indeed, that the duty of 
presenting and advogating their adoption by the Senate, 
had not devolved upon abter and more skilful hands; still, 
however, he considered the measure ag one he was bound 
m conscience to present in his place forthe action ofthis 
body, i 
Nor had the performance of this duty been prompted, as 
some might suppose, and as had been suggested in certain 
quarters, by any recent exercise of the power to which the reso- 
tation had reference; yet he was free to confess that although 
the sutject. was one which had long been ia his mind, and on 
which he had thought much and deeply for years past, the 
course of recent events had certainly not tended to weaken, if 
it had not added much to the strength of his impressions on the 
general subject. As far back as seven years ago, a worthy 
and lamented friend of his fram Maryland, new no more, had, 
in concert with himself. presented a proposition, the object of 
which had been to modify, and further to restrain the exercise 
by the Executive ofthis veto power, The draughting of the 
resolution, its presentation, and even the observations with 
which it was tobe accompanied, all had been subjects of joint 
consultation and consideration between himself and that gentle- 
man. Te adverted to this fact forno other purpose than to re- 
nel the idea. if it were entertained in the mind of any who now 
heard him, thatthe amendment now under consideration, and 
the others which accompanied it, had been suggested by recent 
occurrences. Asfor back as Jane, 1840,0n one of the most 
solemn occasions on which he had ever been called toaddress a 
popular assembly—he alluded to the time when he enjoyed the 
opportunity ofaddressing the friends of his youth and the peo- 
ple of his native coanty of Hanover, on the subject ofthe du- 
ties to be looked forat the hands of the new Whig Adminis- 
tration which was expected to come into power in consequence 
of the glorious and universal triumph ofthe Whig party atthe 
then approaching electiou——he had placed emphatically, and in 
front of them all, that which formed the subject of the present 
yesolution. After speaking of the veto power generally, and 
more particularly of its exercise by a late President of the 
United States, the speech proceeded to say: i 

“The first, and, in my opinion, the mostimportantobject 
which should engage the seriousaitertion of a new Adminis- 
tration, is that of circumscribing the Executive power, and 
throwing around it such limitations and safeguards as will 
render it no longer dangerous to the public liberties. 


been read, or of the two ofher kindred amendments which he* 


‘Whatever is the work of man necessarily partakes of his 
imperfections, and it was not to be expected that, with all the 
acknowledged wisdom and virtues of the framers of our Cons 
gtitution, they could havesent forth a plan of Government, so 
free from ali defect, and so full of guarantees, that it should 
not, in the conflict of embitcered parties and of excited passions, - 
be perverted and misinterpreted. - Misconceptions or erroneous 
coustructions of the powers granted in the Constitution would 
probably have occurred, after the lapse of many years, in’ sea 
sons of entire calm, and with a regular and temperate adminis- 
tration of the Government; but, during the Jast twelve years, 
the machine, driven by a reckless charioteer with frightful im: 
petuosity, las been greatly jarred and jolted, and it needs care» 
ful examination and‘a thorough repair. pda 

“With the view,therefore,to the fundamental character of the’ 
Government itself, and especially of the Executive branch, it 
seems to me that, either by amendmentsof the Constitution, 
when they are. necessary, or by remedial legislation, when the 
object falls within the scope ofthe powers of Congress, there 
hould be-~ y > 

“1st. A provisicn to render a person ineligible to the office of 
President of the United States after a service of one term. Much 
observation and-deliberate reflection have satisfied me that too 
much of the time, the thoughts, and the exertions of the incum- 
bent, are octupied, during his first term, in securing his re- 
election. ‘The public business consequently, suffers; and mea- 
sures are proposed cr executed with less regard to the general 
prosperity than to their influence upon the approaching election. 
În the limitation to one term sxisted, the President would beex- 


clusively devoted to the discharge of his public duties; and he | 


would endeavor to signalize his administration by the benefi» 
cence and wisdom of its measures. a 
CDd That the veto power should be more precisely de- 
fined, and be subjected to further limitations and qualifica- 
tions.” . g 
Thus it would be perceived by. the Senate that, whatever’ 
truth or soundness there might bein the opinion which he had 


embodied in the resolution now submitted to the Senate, it was ` 


an opinion long since deliberately formed and expreseed, and 
one which had often since been considered and reviewed, un- 
prompted by any of those recent occurrences to which it might 
otherwise have been supposed to owe its origin 

The particular amendment now before the Senate for its 
consideration, and to which, he should speak before he more 
briefly adverted to the others which accompanied it, was that 
which, relatedto the veto power. And while on this subject of 
redeeming the pledge which was, in some sort, given’by him as 


one of the humblest members of that party which had not long ` 


since so signally triumphed, he hoped the Senate would allow 
him, in all truth and sincerity, to say thathe desired to see a 
party, when it came into power, redeem the pledges and fulfil 
the promises it made when out of power; and not exhibit that 
disgraceful'sectacle so often witnessed’ in the political history 
of other nations, of professing one set of principles, and èm- 
ploying them as a means towards getting into power, and then 

when successful in obtaining their wishes, turn round, forget all 
they bad said and promised, and go on to administer the Govern: 
ment just as their predecessors had done. He conid assure 


gentlemen that, on the questions of restraining and limiting © 


Executive power, on the necessity of an economical administra- 
tion of the Government,'on regulating the dismissing power of: 
the President, on securing a fair and just responsibility in all 
the Departments; in a word, on every great question of national 
policy to which the party to which he considered himself as bê- 
longing were pledged to the people and to the world, they would 
find him, on all occasions, during the short time in which he 
expected to remain a member of the body, heartily ready to co» 
operate in carrying out into practice all they had avowed in 
principle. 

It was bis purpose to go but very briefly into the history and 
origin of the veto power. It was known to all to have origi- 
nated in the institunun of the tribunitian power in ancient 
Rome; that it was seized upon and jperverted to purposes of 
ambition when the empire was established under Augustus; 
and that ithad not been finally abolished until the reign of 
Constantine. There could be no doubt that ithad been intro. 
duced trom the practice under the empire into the monarchies 
of Europe, in most of which, in some form and under some mo» 
dification or other, it wasnow to be found. But, although it 
existed in the nationatcodes, the power had nat, in the case of 
Great Britain, been exercised fora century anda half past; and, 
if he was correctly informed on the subject, it had, in the 
French motiarchy, never been exercised at all. During the 
memorable period of the French Revolution, when a new Cons 
stitution was under consideration, thissubject of the veto pow- 
er had been Jargely discussed, and had agitated the whole coun- 
try. Every one must recollect how it hadbecn turned against 
the unfortunate Louis KIV, who had been held up to the rigi- 
cule of the populace, under the title of “Monsieur Veto,” 
as his wife, the Queen, had been called “Aladame Veto;” and 
although, after mach difficulty, the power had finally found a 
piace in the Constitution, not a solitary instance had occurred 
of itsactual exercise. Under the colonial state of this country, 
the power transplanted, fram the experience which had 
been had of it in Europe, to the laws relating to the colonies, 
and that in a double form, for there was a veto of the Colonial 
Governor, and also a veto ofthe Crown. But what was thought 
of this power by the inhabitants of these States when rising to 
assert (heir freedom, might be seen in the words of the instru: 
ment in which they asserted their independence. At the head 
of all the grievances stated in that paper, as reasons for our 
separation from Great Britain, was placed the exercise of this 
very power of the Royal Veto. Speaking of the King, the De- 
claration of Independence employed this language: 

“He has refused his assent to laws the most wholesome an 
necessary forthe publicgocd. He has forbidden his Governors 
to pass laws of immediate anit pressing importance, unless sus- 
pended io their operation till his assent should be obtained; and, 
when so sugspende |, he has utterly neglected to attend to them.” 

No doubt the idea of engrafting this power upon our own 
Constitution was adopted by the Convention from having always 
found iLasa power recognised in European Governments, just 
as it had been before derived by them from the practice and his- 
tory of Rome. At all events, the power was inserted as. one 
feature, not only in the general Constitution of the Federal Go. 
verpment, but also in the Constitutions ofa portion of the States. 
Fifty years had now elapsed since the Federal Constitution was 
formed, and it was no derogation from the wisdom and patrio: 
tism of the venerable men who framed it, now to say that the 


‘work of their hands, though as perfect as ever had proceeded 


from human hands, was, nevertheless, not absolutely so; be 


pakurenane ° 
cause-that.was what nothing that sprang from man had ever 
been. . But now, after the lapse of half a century, it was intereste 
ing tö pause—to look back—to review the history of that pe- 
riod, and tocompare the predictions of those who then looked 
into the future with the actual results of subsequent experience. 

. Any one atall acquainted with the contemporaneous history of 
the:Constitution, must know that one great and radical error 
which possessed the minds ofthe wise men who drew up that 
iàstrument was an apprehension that the Executive department 
of the then.proposed Government would be too feeble to contend 
successfully in a struggle with the power of the Legislature: 
hence it was found that various expedients had been proposed 
in the Convention, with the avowed purpose ofstreagthening the 
Executive arm; one of which went so far as to propose that the 
President should be Chief Magistrate for life. All these propo- 
sals had their origin in the one prevailing idea—that of the 
weakness:of the Executive, and its incompetence to defend it- 
selfagainst the encroachmeiits of legislative domination and 
dictation. ` 

Now, let any man lookat the actual working of the machine 
they constructed, and see whether the anticipations which 
haunted their mind on thissubject had been realized or falsified 
bythe subsequent political history of this Government. Let 
him see whether the Executive Department was the weak spot 
inthe system. Much had been said about the encroachments 
of the Federal Government on the Governments of the States, 
from which complaints had arisen what was called the States- 
rights party and its opposite; but an examination of the facts 
of the case would demonstrate that no solitary instance had yet 
occurred uf any such encroachment by the General Govern- 
ment; but, on the contrary, Mr. ©, could demonstrate, were 
this the proper time or occasion for doing so, that th had 
been an abandonment by that Government ofthe exerci fits 
own just powers in relation to the States, and this to such an 
extent that. the existing state of the country presented very 
much the same aspect as the vid Confederation had once done, 
with all its weakness and imbecility. 

But while there had been no such thing in practice as an 
encroachment by the Federal upon the State Governments, 
there had, within the Federal Government itself, bean a cen- 
stantencroachment by the Executive upon the Legislative De- 
partment, 

First, it attacked the treaty-making power. None could now 
read the language of the Constitution without at once coming 
to the conclusion (hat the intention of the authors of that instru- 
ment was that the Senate should be consulted by the President 

. not merely in the ratification but in the inception ofall treaties: 
that in the commencement of the negotiations, the instructions 
ofthe ministers appointed to treat, the charter and provisions 
of the treaty, the Senate should be consulted, and should firs: 
yield its assent. And such bad, in fact, been the interpretation 
put upon the treaty-making powor in the first and purest years 
ofour Government. Every one must recollect the early his- 
tory of the exercise of the power, andthe high sanction of 
such a usage. The first President had been wont to come 
to the Senate, there to propose a foreign mission, and to com 
sult with his constitutional advisers, the members of the Ke- 
nate, on. the instructions to be given to the minister who 
should besent. Bul this practice had since been avandoned. 
The Président now, without a word of consultation with the 
Senate, on his own mere peisonal sense of propriety, cons 
„cluded a treaty and promised to the foreign Power its rati- 
fications. and then, after ali this had been dune, anid the terms 
of the treaty agreed upon, he for the first time submitted it to 
the Senate for ratification. Now every one must sce that there 
was a great difference between rejecting what had been already 
actually done, and refusing to do that thing if asked before- 
hand. All must feel shat they often gave their official assent to 
what they never would have sanctioned but for the considera- 
‘tion that the treaty was already concluded, and that the faith of 
the nation was insome sort pledged for its ratification, Auother 
consequence of this Executive encroachment was one from 
which foreign powers often experienced great inconvenience—- 
he meant the amendments of treaties by the Senaic after they 
were at length submitied. So great had the inconvenience from 
this source been, that in more recent treattes it had come to be 
the practice to insert in the body of the treaty itself a provision 
against all alteration, so that it must be ratified in its existing 
form or not ratified at all. 

The next Executive encroachment he should notice was that 
which occurred in the dismissal from office of persons ap. 
pointed by and with the consent of the Senate, The effect of 
this practice was virtually to destroy all agency and co-opcra- 
tion of the Senate in such appoin' ments? OF what avail was it 
thatthe Senate should to-day solemnly ratify and confirm the ap. 
pointmentof an individual twan office under the Government, 
when the President could to morrow reverse the effect of their 
act by his mere breath? Every one knew that the power of re- 
mova! had been grossiy perverted, In the early days of the 
Constitution it had been maintained that that power could be 
exercised only in case of malfeasance or misfeasance in office, 
and thatthe President who should dare to employ it for any 
other end would subject himself to impeachment. But our 
history and exper.ence has gone to show that this liability t 
impeachment was a mere scarecrow, and that it could never 
have any practical effect in a popular Government, constituted 
as ours was, and in a country politically divided as outs was 
everliketo be. By the free exercise ¢ power of removal, 
the Senate had lost it ; 
of appointment to ofice. Tastance after instance had occu 
where an individual had been dismissed by the Executive 
whomthe Senate would gladly have replaced ia office, but 
whom they were unable to retain there, and were therefore 
compelled to sanction the nominaiion of a successor, The ac- 
tual result of such a state of things was, he repeated it, that the 
co operation of the Senate with the President in the matter of 
appointments had been almo: completely nullified for years 
past. Indeed, so perfectly was this understood, that, when the 
Senate were deliberating with ed doors on Executive nomi- 
nations, Me. C. frequently wa'ked out of the Chamber. De- 
liberation in such a case was one of the idlest things in the 
“world, ‘because every one Knew that ali resis ance must be un- 
availing. And, even should the objections against the nominee 
beso-grogs and undeniable that resistance to his appoiniment 
-phould succeed, they might generally calculate on another nomi- 
nation not more to the taste of the Senate; and. when at length 
the office was filled, the tenure of the incumbent was not on 
the joint willof the President and Senate acting together, but 
‘upon the single will, upon the mere arbitrary breath, of one 
man: 

Mr. ©: said it was not his purpose to go into all the details of 


3 
practical influence on the whole su 


these encroachments by the Executive upon the constitutional 
powers and prerogatives. of a single legislative branch of the 
Government, . He would now pass to its attacks on the.powers 
„of the Congress of the United States. , 7 
And the first instance of thisto which he should refer was 
the creation of officers. and the designation of their salaries, 
without the consent of Congress or any consultation with it. 
Another and a: more formidable instance was to be found in 
the assumption within the last few years of the purse of the 
nation. He alluded, as every body must understand, to the 
seizure by a late Wxecutive of the public deposites placed by. 
law in thè Bank of the United States—a removal which had 
been effected under the avowed claim of power to employ the 
prerogative of removal as a means to compel subordinate ex- 
ecutive officers to comply with the will of the President, on 
the principle that the Executive wasa unit, and that a single 
will must control the entire Execuiive Department. This 
seizure of the public deposites had yet been unprovided against; 
the Congressional power to control them had been unresum- 
ed; and thus a state of things was permitted to continue by 
which the nation was virtually placedat the feet of the Execu- 
tive, A 
Let not gentlemen mock him by talking about the impossibi- 
lity of the Presidenv’s drawing money out of the Treasury ex- 
cept under an appropriation by Congress: let them not tell him 
of the responsibility of public officers; let them look at facts; 
Jet them look at what had actually occurred on the removal of 
two or three Secretaries of the Treasury, in order to accom: 
plish this very seizure of the public treasure, and then Iet them 
look at the dismissal of a countless host of subordinate, officers 
because they did not happen to hold the same political opinions 
that were held by the President. Of what avail were laws? 
The President had nothing to do but say to his Secretary, issue 
your warrant for such a sum of money and direct the Register 
and Comptroller to sign it, and if they. shouldtalk abouta re- 
gard for their oaths and boggle at obeying, tell them to do 
what I command them, and if not, I will find men who will. 
And he would here say to all those who professed to be desi- 
rous of guarding against such abuses of trust, that unless it 
were done by an amendment of the Constitution or by a revival 
and resumption ofthe power already possessed by Congress 
under the Constitution, they never could effect their purpose. 
All efforts, all devices, all guards, all guarantees, all attempts of 
Wwhatover kind, to ceparate the purse from the sword, would 
prove in practice utterly vain and ineffectual There was a 
third instance of this encroachment which he was authorized 
by facts to state; but on which he should not at this time dwell, 
Not only had the purse of the nation been seized; not only did 
it stijl remain in the hands of the President, but the nation had 
seen armies raised by Executive mandate, not only without an- 
thority or shadow of authority of law, but, as in the case of 
the Florida volunteers, after a law bad been asked for and posi 
lively refused. Other instances might be cited in which a mi- 
litary force had been raised without the sanction of Congress. 
Withoul, therefore, gning any further, Mr. C, said that he 
thought a careful review of thé operations of this Goverament 
down to the present hour, would fully demonstrate that while 
it hal made no encroachment on the States, there had been a 
constant encroachment by the Executive on the Legislative 
authority. k 
And was not this in the nature of things? The Executive 
branch of the Government was eternally in action; it was ever 
awake; it never slept; its action was continuous and unceasing, 
like the tides of some mighty river which continued flowing 
and Rowing on, swelling and deepening and widening in its on- 
ward progress till it swept away every impediment and broke: 
down andremoved every frail obstacle which might heset up 
to impede its course. Let gentlemen look at all history, and 
they would find that it had been ever so. The legislative 
branch of Government met only periodically; its power lay in 
ita assembling and acting; the moment it adjourned its power 
disappeared; it was dissipated, gone; but there stood the Presi- 
dent at the head of the Executive department, ever ready to en: 
force the law and to seize upon every advantage which pre- 
sented itself for the extension and augmentation of its power. 
And now he would, upon principle, examine for a few mo- 
ments the motives which might ,be supposed to have actuated 
the members of the Convention in conferring upon the Execu- 
Let us throw ourselves back to the pe- 


y with this fundamental principle. ‘Vo give, 
then, to the E ve any agency in the ascertainment and 
expression of the willof the nation, was so far a violation of 
this great leading principle. But it was said that the framers 
of our Constitution had nevertheless, been induced to place 
the veto upon the list of Executive powers by two considera- 
tions; the firat was a desire to protect the Executive against 
the powers of the tive branch, and the o wasa pru 
dent wish to guard the country against the injurious effects 
of crude and hasty | ation. But where was the necessity 
to protect the Bxeculive agamst the L tive department? 
Were not both bound by their solemn oaths to support the 
Constitution? The Judiciary had no veto. Hf the argument 
wasa sound one, why was not the same protection extended 
to the Judiciary also? Was there not ample security against 
the encroachments of the legislative power m the absence of 


the veto? First, there was the solemn oath of office: then 
here was the authority of the judiciary: then there was the re- 


ty of is dual members to the people, and this re- 
sponsibility contionally kept up by a frequent appeal t9 the 
people: and, lastly, there was the ultimate confici of the Pre- 
sident and Legislature before the grand tribunal of the nation 
itself, in case of any attempt by the Legislature to deprive him 
of the rightful exercise ofhis authority. Besides, ifa veto he 
- necessary as a defence against legislative power, why was 
there no veto against the highest description of all legislation, 
the fundamental legislation by a convention? There was no 
veto there—there was no apprehension of hasty action—no ne- 
cessity was recognised forthe controlling will of one man to 
save the nation from the heedless acts of its own. representa- 


tives, But in the case of ordinary legislation why should-such |}, 


apprehensions bė indulged? On this subject, experience was 
our safest guide. Now, Mr.. ©. had taken: the paitis to look 
into the provisions of twenty-six State constitutions in: relation 
io this matter of the. veto, and the result was highly curious and 
interesting. The States were in this respect divided, as equally 
as their numbers would admit, into three distinct classés.: Nina 
of them ‘gave to the Executive the veto power unless controlled 
by two-thirds of the Legislature... Hight other. States coriferred 
the veto, but controlled it by av second vote. of a, majority; as 
was proposed in the amendment now. ‘under consideration. 
While the nine remaining States had not inserted the veto. at all; 
and atthe head ofthese stood one which: had. been called. the 
mother of States—Virginia. “Now, someof these State Consti- 
tutions were of a date anterior. to that of the Constitution of the 
United States itself. Tf thexe had been this very .great. danger 
ofExecutive encroachment and of hasty legislation, one would 
suppose it would have been heard ofin these. nine States. “Had 
any instance yet occurred toshow that such a.danger did.ex- 
ist? Mr. C. had heard ofnone—read of none—and he:putitto 
the advocates of this arbitrary and monarchical power, he put 
itespecially to’ Democrats, who, while they professed them- 
selves, and he doubted not honestly and conscientiously pro- 
fessed themselves friends of the people, came out in the contest 
between monarchical prerogative on the one hand and civil 
freedom on the other, as the avowed advocates of prerogative— 
he put it to all of them to tell, if such dangers both of encroach- 
mentand rashness.as were pretended as a pretext for the veto 
did actually exist, how it happened: that in. the nine States he 
had named, during so long a perivdas had elapsed since their 
constitutions were formed, no instances had occurred either of 
encroachment by the Legislature on the powers of the Execu. 
tive, or ofsuch rash and hasty legislation as called for the re- 
straint and safeguard of asingle sovereign will? K 
Now, before he proceeded further, he invited gentlemen: to: 
forma just estimate of this veto. power; to look at it, to see 
whatit was, to ascertain what was its value, what it amounted 
to in the practical operations of Government. ‘He should: hot 
pretend to go into any inquiry as to ifs moral value, or to. esti; 
mate its influence on the individual who exercised it,-or the de> 
gree and extent to which, by means of it, in connection with a 
vast patronage, the President could sway the minds of other 
men, for that was a power which admitted of no estimate. He 
should confine himself to what might be called a mere numeri- 
cal estimate ofthe amount of the veto power, and he would 
make this estimate by taking the numbers of the two Houses of 
Congress, as those Houses now stood. The Senate at present 
consisted of fifty-two members; of that number a majority con- 
sisted of twenty-seven; two-thirds amounted to thirty six. 
Supposing a law to be passed by a bare majority, (and in all 
great and contested questions bills were wont to. be passed by 
very smali majorities,) then there would be in its favor twenty- 
seven votes, ‘The bill was submitted to the, President and ree 
turned by him with his veto, The force of the Presidential 
veto could not be overturned but by thirty six. votes. Here, 
then, the veto inthe hands of the President was equal in ita ef- 
fect upon legislation to nine Senatorial votes, Mr. C. dismiss- 
ed all considerations of influence derived from his office, all the 
glitter and eclat of the Presidents high station, and ail the per- 
suasion directed to the interests of men by his vast patronage; 
all this he laid out of view, and looked merely atthe numerical 
fact thatin the Senate the veto was equal to nine votes, And 
now in regard to the other branch. The House of Represen- 
tatives consisted of 242 members; to constimute a majority re- 
quired 122; two-thirds amounted to 162, By looking ‘at this 
difference, it would be seen, as in the case of the Senate, that 


, the Exécutive veto amounted in effect to forty Representative 


votes. . 

Now, Mr. C. did not mean to say any thing in the least de- 
rogatory to the wisdom, or fairness, or integrity, or patriotism, 
of any President of the United States, It was not necessary, 
and he was utterly unwilling, without necessity, to injure-.he 
feelings of any man. We had hed six Presidents whe had 
previously been Senators. They were able and eminent 
men; but he wished to inquire whether any gentleman could 
show that their wisdom and other distinguished qualities 
had been so great as to be equal to the wisdom’ of: nine 
other Senators? Could it be shown that their patriotism 
and intelligence and integrity were equal to. those of forty 
members of the House of Representatives? If not, how did 
ithappen that a man who, when in that Chamber, and acting 
with his fellow Senators, had been considered upen a par with 
them, was no sooner transferred to the other end of the avenue 


- than his will became equal to that of nine Senators and forty 


Representatives? Tow, he asked, did this happen, and where- 
in was it just or right?) Was it not sufficient that this man, 
after his political apotheosis, should enjoy all the glitter and dis- 
tion and glory attached to his high office? Was tt not enougt 
that he wielded so vast and formidable an amount of patronage, 
and thereby exerted an influence so potent and so extensive? 
Mut there be superadded to all a legislative force equal to 
nine Senators and forty members of the House of Representa- 
tives? 

Again: let the subject be looked at in another point of view, 
and that was with reference to the balance of power among-the 
States. Now, gentlemen might reason as they pleased about 
what a particular President would or ought to do, but Mr. C. 
would answer for it that he never would forget, amid the splen- 
dor of his high station, the State from whence he came, . the 
early associations, the friendly sympathies, the remembrance of 
honors, and all (hose other ties which bound every:man, egpc- 
cially a public man, to the land and the people ameng whom he 
had spent his youth, and attained the honors of his manhood. 
All these considerations would operate asso many powerful 
motives to prefer, in the distribution of benefits, his own State 
before all others. Looking at this ina political view, was it 
right, was itjust, to give to one particular State, in which. the 
President happened to have been born, 80 great an advantage 
in the general competition as must be derived from nine Bena. 
torial and forty Representative votes? Mr, C. said he did not 
mean to illustrate the remarks he had'mads about the influence 
of State partiality on the mind ofa Chief Magistrate by refer- 
ence to any particulars; his appeal was only to the general 
principles of human nature, The effect, to be sure, would be 
greater or fess, as the mind of the Chief Magistrate might hap- 
pen to be constituted. There might be some men who. would 
be induced, by a chivalric sense of honor, even to da injustice to 
their own State in the effort to ayoid an unjust partiality; but 
there were other minds, all whose thonghts, and aims, and 
wishes would be circumscribed by local in-erests and local ats 
tachmeiits : , } ee 

Mr. C. had hitherto viewed the veto power simply in itg 


numerical weight inthe aggregate votes of the two Houses; 

` Hut there- was another and far more important point of view in 
which it ought to'be considered: He contended that practically 
and in effect the veto, armed with such a qualification as now 
@ccompanied it in-the Constitution, was neither more nor less 
than an absolute power, ` E was virtually, an unqualified nega- 
tive-on the legislation of Congress. Not a solitary instance had 
yet occurred in which the veto. once exerted had ever been 
overruled, nor was such a case likely to happen. Ta most ques- 
tions. where the veto-could be exerted, there was already’ a con- 
siderable differtnce of opinion both in the country and in Con- 
gress'as to ‘the bill-;which had been passed. In such circum. 
stances, when all the personal influence, the official patronage, 
and the reasoning which accompanied the veto, were added to 

- the substantial: weight of the veto itself, every man acquainted 
with human-natire would be ready. to admit, that if nothing 
could set it aside but a vote of two-thirds in both Houses, it 
‘night as well have been made absolute at once, 

But Mr.-C. was unable to dwell on this part of his subject, 
being warned by his feelings of a want of physical ability to go 
atlarge into the subject. 

He now, however, approached another view ofit, to which he 
would’ ask the serious aad undivided attention of the Senate. 
The veto power professed to act only while the Legislature 
acted—there it was to terminate. Its effect was to be to con- 
sumwate legislation. The officer of Government in whose 
hands the Constitution placed a power so formidable, was sup- 
posed in theory to remain profoundly silent as to the passage of 
great measues of public policy, ‘until they were presented to 
him ina finished form for his approbation and sanction. This 
was the theory; but Mr. C. contended that really’and in practice 
this veto power drew after it the power of initiating laws, and 
in its effect must ultimately amount to conlerring on the Execu- 
tive the entire legislative power of the Government. With the 

power to initiate and the power to consummate legislation—to 
give vitality and vigor to every law, or to strike it dead at his 
pleasure—the President must ultimately become the ruler of the 
nation. 

‘When members acting in their legislative capacity knew and 
remembered that it wasin the power of one man to arest them 
in their. legislative career, what was the natural tendency of 
sucha state of things?’ On the established principles of our na- 
ture, how was thislikely to work? Would not legislators, with 
gradually less and less attention to that. delicacy, reserve, and 
official deference which were ever due from one department of 
Government towards the other, come at length to consult with 
the Executive as to what law they might pass with the hope of 
his approbation? Would not this be the natural result? Inde- 
pendent of all those obvious and glaring considerations which 
went to show that it must, Mr. C. could point to numerous facts 
illustrative of the position; and, if he went into them, it would 
be not with a view to complain, not with a desire to revive 
former contests, or{o say a word which might rudely wound 
the feelings of any human being. But did not gentlemen recol- 
lect how often during the administration ofan eminent individu- 
al, now in private life, intimations had been given beforehand 

` that a certain bill would be vetoed if it were passed? And did 
they not remember various instances in which the threat had 
been fulfilled? Take the experience of the last six montha. 
. Congress haye passed two bills, to establish a Bank of the United 
States; billg in alt the provisions of which neither. party con 
curred, and which would not have had the concurrence of 
twenty men in eithef House had their minds been left uninflu- 
enced by the expected action of the Executive. Takeas a spes 
cial instance the famous 16th section of one of those bills. Mr, 
©. was free to declare that he did not kuow a solitary man. 
among those who vated for the bill who would have voted for 
that section but as a measure of conciliation, and in the hope 
that, so modified, the bill would receive the sanction of the Pre 
sident. True, that expectation was not realized, the sacri- 
fice was vainly made, but it had been made with a view to that 
end, and that alone. And so in regard to the second of those 
bills. That bill, as he was informed, came to Congress precise- 
ly as it had lett the President’s hand. So anxious had Congress 
been to secure the approbation of the President that, although 
almost every thing in the bill would cither have been omitted 
or amended by a majority, they took itas it came from the Pre- 
sidential hand, and passed it, letier for letter, as they received 
it. Without going further, did not this fact prove that the pos- 
sean of the veto power drew after it the power of initiating 

aws 

‘Take another case in the bill now before the Judiciary Com- 
mittee, Was there one man to be found in either House of 
Congress who would ever have proposed Such a measure as the 
Exchequer Board provided in that bill? Yet, what had been 
the feeling? Had it not been this: Must we ga home without 
doing something? Had not the feeling been: We are bound by 
the veto power, we cannot do what we would? Had not the 
feeling been: We must take what the Executive offers, or gat 
nothing? Yes; already the idea was becoming familiarized to 
the minds of freemen, to men of only the second generation af- 
ter the daysof the Revolution, ofaubmitting to the dictation of 
the Executive, because without his assent, they contd do r:o- 
thing. Mr. C. warned the nation that ifthis veto power was 

tested, if it were not either abolished, or at least limited 
ircumscribed, in process of time, and that before another 
such period had elapsed as had intervened since the Revola- 
tion, the whole legislation of this country would come to be 
prepared atthe White Meuse, of in one or other of the Execn- 
tive Departments, and would come down to Congress in the 
shape of bilis for them to register and pass through the forms of 
legislation, just as had once been done in the ancient courts of 
France. 

Then, to enable a nation of freemen to carry out their will, 
to set Congress free to speak that will, to redress the wrongs, 
and to supply the wants of those that sent them. Mr. C. again 
declared that the veto power must be modified and restrained. 
If not, the question which Congress would have to decide 
would be, not what is the proper remedy for the existing griev- 
anees of the country, not what will restore the national pros- 
perity—no; but what measure will be sanctioned by the Chief 
Magistrate. ` 

Mr, C, said that, as he had not the bodily strength to dwell 
more at large on the general subject, he would now proceed to 
examine the objections which were urged against any further 
restrictions on this Executive power. 

There had gotten up a notion of late years that some curb 
was necessary upon the power of majorities, and that without 

= this the safety of the country must be in danger. Now on what 
grounds had the principle been founded that in a free Govern- 
‘ment the majority must govern? On two grounds. The first 


| 


was ofan intellectual and moral character. It was right thatin 
a great pubilic, political partnership, the greater number should 
be satisfied with what was done, and that there was a greater. 
chance of wisdom in complying. with the. will of the greater 
number, On the score of chances some must govern; and who 
should it-be?- ‘The minority? .Why? ` Because they possessed 
more wisdom? Why were they likely. to possess more wisdom? 
The second ground was physical in its aspe¢t—it held that the 
majority should be allowed to govern, because they would go- 
vern, having the physical force which would enable them to 
carry out their wil), Now this doctrine that. minorities must 
govern, whether with or without the veto, was advanced, by 
gentlemen who professed and called themselves members of the. 
effersonian school, . But what was the doctrine of Mr, Jefferson 
himself in regard to majorities, and so declared by: him forty 
years ago? [Here Mr. C. read an extract from Jeffereon’s works, 
in which it was broadly laid down that an absolute acquiescence 
in the will of majorities was necessary in a free Republican Go- 
vernment j 3 apes 

But there were some particular interests, and one especially, 
in regard to which the South feltgreat solicitude, which it was 
supposed would be more safe under the continuance of the veto 
power than without it. Now, in the first place, Mr. C. saw no 
difference in respect to safety between that particular interest 
and other interests of the country. If it was true that any one 
interest would be more secure under the. veto power than with- 
outit, then all interests would be more secure; but ifno security 
was produced by the veto, then that particular interest would not 
be more secure by the veto. Just as well might gentlemen from 
the North rise up and say that the navigating interest (in regard 
to which they were perhaps more interested) would be more se- 
cure under the veto power, or the friends of any interest, North- 
ern, Southern, or Western, might fancy that it would be more 
secure. But the question came at last to this: is the veto a ne- 
cessary power, or is itnot? Ifitis necessary, it is necessary to 
all; if not, it ig necessary to none. 

What was the security which the South would possess in 
this veto power? Sooner or later the President would be ina 
majority bimself.. But, ifa majority of Congress should put it- 
self in opposition to the interest ofthe South, neither Presidents 
nor vetoes would avail to protectit, Its own resolution, its own 
valor, its own indomitable determination to maintain its rights 
against all men, these and these alone could in that case uphold 
Southern interests, 

Meanwhile, the people of the South had all requisite guar- 
antees, Tirst, they had the sacred provisions of the\Constitu- 
tion, and then they had the character of our Government as a 
Confederacy —the existence of these interests long -before the 
adoption ofthe Constitution, and the rights and duties of the 
Government inregard them recognised and laid down by that 
sacred instrument. That was the security ofthe South. As 
one who himselflived where that peculiar interest existed, he 
possessed no security from the existence of the veto power— 
none—none whatever. He felt himself securein that mutual 
harmony which it wag alike the interest of all to cultivate, in 
the constitutional securities andin the certainty of the disrup- 
tion of the Union, ag the inevitable result, the moment that in- 
terest should be assailed; inthe capacity and determination of 
the South to defend herself at all hazards; and against all forms 
of attack, whether from abroad or athome. There, there was 
the security, and notin this miserable despotic veto power of 
the President of the United States. 

Mr. C. wenton to say, that the amendment which he had had 
the honor of proposing to she Senate was encountered by argu» 
ments which were directly opposed to each other. He was 
told by one that this power was a sacred thing, not lightly to 
be touched, but to be held in honor and veneration as the choi- 
cest legaty left us by our ancestors. He was told, on the other 
hand, by an honorable friend in his eye, that the ameridment 
wasvain, becauseit was a thing impossible everto get the 
Constitution amended. Headmitted that it was a. thing ex- 
tremely difficult, requiring as it did the concurrence of 
eighteen States. But now,in reply to the first argument, 
those who regarded the Constitution as so worthy of preser- 
vation, should he satisfied that no light and trivial amendment 
to itever could be carried into effect; but if they were con- 
vinced that any amendment would be for the good of the coun- 
try, it was their duty to put it forth and submit it to public 
will, As to the second argument, he admitted, as he had 
said, its full force. It wag indeed extremely doubtful whether 
any gentleman here present would ever live to see the Con- 
stitution amended; but sill it was the cuty of every friend of 
his country to use proper efforts to have it improved. One 
attempt only had succeeded since those alterations were 
adopted which took place immediately after the adoption of 
the Constitution itself. Butthis subject had been a good deal 
considered in the country, and if Mr. ©, had been successful 
in any degree in demonstrating its expediency, neither class of 
objectors ought to persevere in opposing it. 

As to another amendment, which had reference to the ap- 
pointment of the Secretary of the Treasury and the Treasurer 
of the United States, Mr. U. admitted that ifhis friend from 
Virginia [Mr. ArcHER] could succeed in establishing what Mr, 
C. had attempted years ago to demonstrate—that Congress did 
porsess the constitutional power to define the tenure of office, 
and to defend itagainst the power of dismission—there would, 
to be sure, be tess necessity for making a special provision in 
in regard to these two officers. Bntstill, for, greater security, 
Mr. C. showd prefer to have the appointment of the Frea- 
surer and the Secretary explicitly placed in the hands of Con- 
gress, 

Mr. C, observed that if there was any sentiment in relation 
“to public affairs on which the people of this country had made 

up their mind, it was in regard to the necessity of limiting Exe. 
cutive power. Ns present overgrown character had Jong been 
viewed by them with apprehension. The power was not per- 
sona!—it was not mainly official. You might take a mechanic 
from the avenue and make him President, and he would be in 
stantly surrounded with power and influence, the power and 
the influence of his cffice. It was very true thatthe personal 
popularity of anincumbent mightadd much to his power, but 
the power itself was official, not personal, and its danger arose 
from its tendency and ability to accumulate. This was demon- 
strated by all past history, and was witnessed by all we saw 


around us. All these considerations called upon Senators in‘ 


the language of patrio'ism deeply to reflect on the conse- 
quences which might ensue should not a power so great in it. 
self and so prone to increase be subjected to some salutary 
limitation, 

Let not gentlemen deceive themselves by names. The un- 
pretending name President of the United States was no securi- 


ty against the. extent or the abuse of power. The power as- 
signed to a public individual did not depend on the title he 
might bear: the danger arose not from his name, but from the 
quantum of power athis command. Whether he were called 
Emperor, Dictator, King, Liberator, Protector, Sultan, or Pre- 
sident of the United States, was of no consequence atall.. Look 
at his power: ‘that was what we had to guard against. The 
most tremendous power known to antiquity was the shortest 
in its duration. Itwas not then in duration, any more than 
in title, that the danger lay, but in the magnitude of the power. 
This called for every safeguard. The Dictatorship of Rome 
continued but for a brief period, yet, while it lasted, the whole 
State was in his hands. He did whatever he pleased, whether 
with life, liberty, or property. We had, then, no security against 
the power of the President of the United States in the shortness 
of the term for which he was chosen... | 

We often found very pathetic reflections in the writings of 
scholars on the sad condition of kings— on the isolation of their 
thrones—on the effect of their station in removing them from 
the body of society, where. no voice could reach them but the. 
voice of flatterers, and where they were perpetually surrounded 
by the incense of adulation; and the chief ground of sympathy 
seemed to be the impossibility thas truth should reach their ears, 
Jt might be said that this was true of kings, but did not apply on 
this side of the water; but let Mr. C. tell those who thought ao, 
that the actual condition of a President of the United States did 
not very widely differ from that ofthe monarchs ofthe old world, 
Here, too, the Chief Magistrate occupied an isolated station, 
where the voice of his country and the cries of its distress could 
not reach his ear. He, too, was surrounded by a cordon of fa- 
vorites, flatterers, and awns. Isolated m this District, with no 
em ssments himself, the echoes of the public distress, if 
the ched his ear atall,reached it with a faintand feeble sound, 
being obstructed by those who surrounded his person, and ap- 
proached him only to flatter, Facts were boldly denied, and all 
complaints attributed to a factions spirit. Now, he would ask, 
was a man thus separated, and thus surrounded, more likely to 
know the real sufferings, wants, and wishes of his countrymen, 
than the two hundred and forty-two men in the other House, 
or the fifty-two men in this House, who came up here directly 
from their bosom’? who shared in all their suffering? who felt 
their wants, participated in their wishes, and sympathized in 
all their sorrows? That was the true question of the veto power. 
Now he thoughtif these things were duly considered, (and he 
spoke not of this or of that incumbent of the office, but of the 
circumstances of every one who filled it,) it must be admitted 
by every candid mind that the responsibility was great of a man 
who should undertake, on his own private opinion, to resist and 
suppress the will ofthe. nation constitutionally expressed. It 
was a power not merely to annul the national will, as lawfully 
uttered by its own chosen Representatives, but the power to 
initiate legislation itself, and to substitute for the will of the na- 
tion an alien will, neither of the nation nor of its Representa- 
tives. 

But he was physically unable to go further into this subject. 
The question was the old question whether we should have, in 
this country, a power tyrannical, despotic, absolute, the exer- 
cise of Which must, sooner or later, produce an absolute despo- 
tism, or a free Representative government with powers clearly 
defined and carefully separated? That was the true question 
to be decided. 

There were other amendments accompanying this on 
which he wished to say a few words, but was to-day unable to 
do so. 

{Several offers had been made by gentlemen near him to 
move fan fadjournment, but he had persevered in declining 
them.) 

That in relation to securing to Congress the appointment of 
the Secretary and Treasurer, was one of those reforms tojwhich 
he considered the Whig party solemnly pledged as one of the 
measures proper to be pursued in the process of limiting Exe. 
cutive power, but he could not now dwell upon it. 

The other, relating to the appointment of members of Con- 
gress to Office, only went, in-effect, to carry out the principle 
already sanctioned by that article of the Constitution which de- 
clares that no member should be appointed to an office which 
had been created or the emoluments of which had been in- 
creased with his concurrence. ‘This went one step further, and 
declared that no member should be appointed to an office which 
had been created with or without his concurrence, before or after 
he wasa member, Whenever a man accepted an office which he 
was reasonably expected to hold for a definite term, he should 
continue to hold itgfor that entire period, unless some very 
strong reason existed to the contrary, and which had not existed 
prior to his appointment, 

There was one concluding remark on the amendment at 
present before the Senate with which he would close what he 
had now to say. Although he admitted that the principles ke 
had laid down would, if curried fairly out, lead to the abolition 
of the veto altogether, as inconsistent with the fundamental 
axiom of free government, yet he was of opinion that this, like 
other reforms, should be introduced slowly and with cirenm- 
spection, without suddenly rushing from one extreme to ano- 
ther. Lefore the power should be utterly abolished, he deemed 
it prudentthat an experiment should he made in a modified 
form; and instead of requiring a majori-y of two-thirds of both 
Houses to supersede the veto of the President, he thought it 
sufficient to require the concurrence of a majority of the whole 
number of members elected, i e. of thiry-seven in the Senate 
and of one hundred and forty-two in the other House. 

He asked whether this would not afford a sufficient security 
against the dangers of hasty legislation; and, in confirmation of 
its sufficiency, he would appeal to what had been the experi» 
ence ofall the States where stich a provision had been adopted. 
Ifa bill, after having undergone a full investigation and discus- 
sion, shonid pass both Houses, and be transmitted to the. Preai- 
dent for his signature, and be should return it with his veto, and 
the reasons for that veto, and it should then be again considered 
and fully discussed in view of the objections urged against it by 
the Executive, (to say nothing of the whole influence derived 
from his office and all that pertained to it,) and still there 
should be founda cleat majority, notofa quorum present, but 
of the total number of members chosen by the peaple, was not 
the presumption irresistible that the bill ought to becomea law? 
Surely, surely, this was a sufficient evidence of the will of the 
people, and an abundant safeguard against the hazardous con- 
sequences of hasty and ill-advised legislation. 

Mr. PRESTON said that, during the late Presidential con- 
test, this subject had been brought before the people; and, as he 
could not coincide with the views in reference to the veto 
power, expressed by the great leader of the party to which he 


was atiached, he felt bound to state his views upon the resolu- 
tion now before the Senate... ‘the substantial usurpation of 
power had been in the hands of Congress, who had taken upon 
themselves the prerogative of regulating the industry of the 
country, thereby affecting even the spinning wheels west of the 
mountains, and they had also constructed roads and canals, 
which had been converted intoa means of increasing the power 
ofthe Executive. The power assumed by Congress to construct 
roads and canals with moneys from the National Treasnty, was 
an ‘usurpation, and consequently converted intoa means for 
increasing Executive patronage and power. Whatever powers 
Congress assumes, which it has no legitimate right to exercise 
under the Constifution, tends to give the Executive power to 
the same extent to control and subjugate the legislative branch 
of “the Government, and the people. Usurpation begins with 
Congress naturally and essentially. Whatever might be the 
moral truth'that “the majority did and must govern,” it was not 
true as applied to this Government. This was not a Govern- 
ment ofa majority, but a restrictive Government of checks and 
balances,! and the Senate was an illustration of it. They who 
represented the smaller States, were called upon to reject the 
idea that this was a Government of majorities; forif it were not 
for these checks they could not continue as a Union. : That a 
majority must rule was not true with regard to this body; they 
were not elected by the people, but by the States, and elected 
far beyond the term of service of the President of the United 
States; and he considered this as one of the beauties of this Go- 
verament, and a wise consideration and one of the lucky hits 
of our ancestors. The House of Representatives was consti- 
tuted with ‘reference to State distinctions. In-truth, there was 
only one department of the Government that was truly Demo- 
cratic, and that was the Executive. So far from the President 
being in a position to contravene the popular will, he he 
only officer that came in on the broad basis of the whole Union, 
and was therefore the proper exponent of the popular will. 
The Senate was the only aristocratic body, and stood between 
dhe popular will and the Executive, 
FA The. Executive was ‘elected by the people of the United 
States; and was the only representative that was not, in the na: 
ture and design of the Cunstitution, elected with regard to any 
particular section. The delegation ‘of the other House were 
sectional; the President was not, and, in one sense, was voted 
for by the whole people, and as a co-ordinate branch of the Go- 
vernment. The President was elected for four years, the Sena- 
tors for six. He was responsible; they were not. He 
was impeachable; they were not. In order to make 
up his mind, he (Mr. Preston) would look back to the 
Convention, andsee what were their feelings then with regard 
to the Veto power. It was acquiesced in asa thing almost in- 
dispensable, except as to the extent of the limitation, Those 
who were called upon to frame the Constitution aequiesced in 
it; and in all the debates in the States where conventions were 
called to discuss the Constitution, there seamed to be a silence, 
or an acquiescence, that the Veto power was necessary in many 
cases. hat said the eloquent Patrick Henry? He searcely 
devoted a word to it; andof allthe powers in the Constitution, 
this one seemed to pass the least contested. We held the period 
to be past when they could amend the Constitution, except for 
gross evils which could not be avoided by incidental legislation; 
and. that instrument. should not be touched but with the 
greatest caution, Let the Constitution stand where it was; it 
‘was’ a sacred and valuable instrument, and was consecrated by 
the loftiest emotions and the purest patriotism, and for it 
he had a superstitious regard. But did evils exist in the 
Constitution? Had the workings of it shown. that there 
were provisions in it which hada tendency to prostrate the 
prosperity of the country? Could not they get along with itas 
was? Anterior to the present Administration, in a perind of fifty 
years, the veto power had been exercised twelve times. 
But what was the exercise of this power? Gentlemen 
could not certainly be aware that so slight had been the 
effect upon the public prosperity, that the fact was hardly 
known that the power had been so often exercised, until it was 
dug up from the musty records, General Washington exer- 
cised the power twice; his full proporiion, in point of time, and 
once for each term. The very statement of this truth was a vin- 
dication of its exercise, for nobody would say that the Father 
of hig Country would have exercised it improperly. One of 
these vetoes was in his first term, and the people re-elected 
him. Mr. Madison exercised the veto power four times; twice 
for each term. No evil resulted from it. Mr. Monroe exercised 
jtonce, and General Jackson five times, What had been the 
judgment of the country on all these vetoos, good, wad, and in- 
different? Why, thatall who resorted to it, e three Presi» 
dents—the two Adamses and Van Buren—wh» crjoyed but one 
term each, were re-elected. ‘The effect ofti , to keep 
them where theyWeto; it was conservative, ai is was the 
rock on which he put himself upon this questio ‘he state of 
- this case was this: the present Congress differed.with regard to 
the policy of the country from a former Congress. ‘They enacted 
a law which altered the existing state of things enacted 
by a previous Congress; but suppose, as the issue is to be made 
up, that it isa question between their wisdom now and their 
wisdom six months ago, or the wisdom of Congress five years 
ago, and the wisdom of Congress forty years ago— why, the 
President, by his veto, decided in favor of the wisdom forty 
yeas ago, instead of tat which now exists; and gave time for 
serious consideration. Ee would not agree to amend the Cen- 
“stitution for any reason whatever, however sore he might be 
from the reminiscences of the past. That shonld not enter mto 
his argument. He was a patty man, and had on many occa- 
sions dene many things which he should not have done upon 
reflaction, and so, he presumed, it was with the other members 
of the Senate; for many measures which they conceived to be 
right, were, in the head ofthe moment, adopted; but, when the 
delusion of party had passed away, and exhibited these meas 
sures in their hideous aspect, they then felt that their proceed- 
ings ought to have becn tempered by deliberation and a respect 
due to their station, 
Mr. BUCHANAN obtained the floor, and expreseed a desire 
to speak upon the subject; but, it being late then, and not wish- 
ing that his remarks shoal interfere with action on the bank 
rupt law to-morrow, moved the postponement of the joint reso- 
lutions till Menday next; which was agreed to. 
Mr. HUNTINGTON moved that the Senate go into Bxecu. 
tive session; which motion was disagreed to. 
On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the Senate then adjourned. 


: HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, January 25, 1842. : 
“May ADAMS rose and proceeded to state, that, at the Ume 


“Stuart, Summers, Sumter, Swency, 


or 


he was arrested on Saturday, he was reading from a newspaper 


z a letter purporting to coma from a gentleman, a member of 


this House-——— | 
Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky inquired of the Speaker whe- 


ther, after the vote of Saturday, the gentleman from- Massa- © 


chusetts (Mr. Apams] could be allowed to proceed without a 
vote of the House? 

_ Mr. ADAMS said he stood here an accused man, and.he 
insisted that the order of the House itself had admitted the 


. fact. $ : 


; Mo MALLORY inquired of the Speaker if this was in 
rder i 

Mr, ANDREWS asked the decision of the Speaker on his 
question. r 

The SPEAKER, after going with some detail into the poirt 


`of order, and his decision thereon on Saturday, (which decision 


had been reversed by the House,) read the following rule: 

“If any member, in speaking or otherwise, transgress the 
rules of the House,the Speaker shall, or any member may, 
call to order; in which case, the member so called to order 
shall immediately slt down, unless permitted to explain; and 
the House shall, if appealed to, decide on the case, but without 
debate: if there be no appeal, the decision of the Chair shall be 
submitted to. Ifthe decision be in favor of the member called 
to order, heshall be at liberty to proceed; if otherwise, he shall 
not be permitted to proceed, in case any member object, with- 
out leave of the House.” 

"Lhe SPEAKER remarked also that the Chair had not on Sa- 
turday been disposed to arrest the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, although he had been called to order. The decision. of 
the Chair had been overruled by the House. The gentleman 
from Kentucky (Mr. ANprews] objected to the gentleman from 
Massachusetts|Mr. ADAMs) proceeding without leave of the 
House, and, under this decision, the Chair had no alternative 
but to enforce the rule. ` 
. Mr, FILLMORE, atthis stage of the proceedings, rose and 
asked leave ‘of the House to report the appropriation bills from 
the Committee of Ways and Means; no opportunity having yet 
been presented to do so in order. 

Mr. WISE objected until the question before the House had 
beenfully settled, 

Other members also objecting, the leave was wot granted. 

Mr. WISE moved that the gentleman from Massachusetts 
(Mr. ADAMs] be permitted to proceed under the leave of the 
House granted to him. 

Mr. STEENROD (simultaneously with Mr. ANDREWS 
and nher members) asked the yeas and nays; which were or- 

ered. 

Mr. STANLY „desired to be informed whether the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, in speaking in his own defence, had as- 
sailed the South. That was the charge made against the gene 
tleman. Fle (Mr. S.) had heard no such assault. 

Cries to order, 

The question on the motion of Mr. Wise was then taken and 
decided in the negative, as follows. 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Sherlock J. Andrews, Ar" 
nold, Ayerigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Bidlack Birdseye, 
Boardman, Briggs, Brockway, Calhoun, Childs, Chittenden, 
J. ©. Clark, Clinton, Cranston, Richard D. Davis, Doig, Jobn 
Edwards, Egbert, Everett, Ferris, Fessenden, Fillmore, John 
G. Floyd, Fornance, A. Lawrence Foster, Gates, Giddings, 
Granger, Hall, John Hastings, Henry, Holmes, Howard, Hud- 
son, William W. Irwin, James, Jobn P. Kennedy, Andrew 
Kennedy, Lawrence, Linn, Littlefield, Robert McClellan, Tho- 
mas F. Marshall, Mattocks, Maynard, Morgan, Morris, Os- 
borne, Parmenter, Partridge, Pendleton, Pope, Ramsey, Ben- 
jamin Randall, Ridgway, Rodney, James M, Russell, Salton- 
stall, Sanford, Simonton, Snyder, Stanly, Stokely, Tiling. 
hast, Toland, Tomlinson, Trumbull, Van Rensselaer, Win- 
throp, Wise, and Augustus Young—76, 

NAYR—Messrs. Landaff W. Andrews, Arrington, Atherton, 
Barton, Bous, Boyd, Brewster, Charles Brown, Burke, 8. H. 
Butler, William Butler, William O. Butler. Green W. Cald- 
well, Patrick C. Caldwell, William B. Campbell, T. J. Camp- 
bell, Caruthers, Cary, Casey, Clifford, Cowen, Cross, Daniel, 
Garrett Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Doan, Eastman, John C, Fd- 
wards, Charles A. Floyd, Gamble, Gentry, Gerry, Goggin, 
Gordon, Graham, Gwin, Habersham, Harris, Hays, Hopkins, 
Houck, Wubard, Hunter, Jack, William Cost Johnson, Keim, 
Lane, Lewis, Lowell, Abraham McClellan, McKay, Mallory, 
Marchand, Mathiot, Meriwether, Miller, Moore, Newhard, 
Owsley, Pearce, Pickens, Powell, Profit, Rayner, Reding, 


i Reynolds, Rigas, Roosevelt, Wm, Russell, Saunders, Shaw, 


Shepperd, Shields, Wm. Smith, Sprigg, Steenrod, John T. 
Taliaferro, Jobn B. 
Thompson, Triplett, Underwood, Warren, Washington, “Wel- 
ler, Westbrook, Lewis Williams, and Christopher H, Williams 
91. 

So the House refused jeave to Mr. Apams to procesd in his 
remarks. 

Aftera moment’s con versation- 

The SPEAKER announced the question to be on the recep- 
ion ofthe petition offered by Mr. Apams on Friday last. 

Mr. WIS id he now rose in his turn to ask the privilege 
granted to the tlerman from Massachusetts (Air. ApAms]} to 
defend himself from the attack which that gentleman had 
made, 

Mr. WARREN objected; and submitted, as a point of order, 
thatit was not in order to make a motion to be heard. 

The SPEAKER said that was a question for the House to 
determine. 

Mr. WISE claimed that the motion he bad made wasa 
stion of privilege. The Mouse, against every effort of his 
vevor.t it, had let the gentleman from Massachusetts, in all 
his wrath 

Mr. ARNOLD galled to order. 

The SPEAKER said the question was not debatable. 

Mr. WISE said he was not debating. He was stating the 
fact. 

The SPEAKER said he would put the question on the gen- 
tleman’s motion to the House. 

Mr. WISE said thatthe submission he made to the House 
wasthis: The House had permitted the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts |Mr. Apans)] to attack him (Mr. W.) ja his places 
and he now demanded of this House, as a privilege, as a debt 
to him, thathe be permitted here to reply to the remarks which 
the House itse}f had licensed. 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky was understoed to call upon 
the Speaker to decide whether this was a privileged question 
or not. 


The SPEAKER decided that 


it was for the House, and not 


GRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


for the Speaker, to decide whether it was a. question of pri teger 
or not Bh a8, : 4 Wee E 
Mr. WARREN demanded: thatthe motion of the gentle- 
man.from Virginia (Mr. Wyse] should be reduced tö wri 
m order that the House might distinctly understand what it 
about. ; ol : 
The SPEAKER requested Mr. Wiss to reduce his m 
writing. : ie 
And Mr. WISE proceeded to do so, 
Pending which— ` É ro 
Mr. TRIPLETT submitted to the Chair that the Speaket 
could not waive the decision of the question, whether this was 
a privileged question or not. : = 
The SPEAKER replied that questions of: privilege were 
always questions for the House, and not for the Chair, 10 
jecide. . K 
Mr. BOTTS rose and 


made a remark not heard by the Re: 


porter. i 

Mı. CAMPBELL of South Carolina was understood to take 
an appeal from the decision of the Chair. A 

Mr. PICKENS denied, in the most emphatic manner, that it 
was for the Speaker to decide the question of privilege, It Was 
one of the highest privileges of this House to do so, 

Mr. SAUNDERS was understood to.move to lay Mr. Came 
BELL’s appeal on the table. ‘ ines ; 

Mr. WISE thereupon submitted hie motion, in writing, ia 
the following form: i 
“The House having allowed Mr. Apams, by its vote, to defend 

himself from a charge contained in a paper or petiton in his 
possession, and to read a portion of a letter of Mr. Wiss to 
prove that he (Mr. W.) had also made the same ora similar 
charge, and to comment’ upon that portion of the jetter; Mr 
Wise now asks the privilege and the permission of the House _ 
to reply to the remarks of Mr. Apams, and to speak in his own 
defence and to the question of privilege raised by: Mr. ADAMS. 

‘Mr, WARREN desired to move an amendment. : 

Mr. UNDER WOOD raised the point of order that the motion. 
of the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Wist] could. not:be Fes. 
ceive or entertained without a suspension of the rule, and of, 
the regular order of business. 

The SPEAKER overruled the point of order. , : 

Mr. WISE repeated that he made the motion aga point of pri- 
vilege. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD appealed from the above deeision, and 
sustained the appeal in a few remarks, (yielding the floor for a 
moment to Mr, Cusuine.) 

The SPEAKER here said that the appeal was not de- 
batable. A 

Mr. STANLY was understood to express a desire to amend 
the paper sent to the Chair. 4 

The SPEAKER said that was 
before the House. ve hae 

The question, “Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the 
judgment of the [louse?” was then taken and decided in the 
aflirmative—aycs 118, noes not counted, ` 

So the decision of the Chair was affirmed. j 

[A message was received from the Senate by A. Dicks, esq. 
Secretary, informing the House that the Senate had passed the, 
pill to authorize an issue of Treasury notes, and had made cera 
tain amendments thereto, in which they requested the concurs 
rense of this House. ] g . i 

Mr. FILLMORE asked the (Youse to indulge him by now tak- 


not the question immediately 


ing up this bill. : ies Nox 
Mr. WISE objected. There was a. question of privilege 
periding. EN cee 
: Mr. STANLY. The Government has no privileges here, 1 
suppose. $ ; 


ir, WISE. Members have, though. 

Mr. STANLY. They do not deserve any. p 

So, objection being made to Mr. FiristorE’s motion, 
sury Note bill went on to the Speaker's table. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of South Carolina, was bere understood 
to say, thatas the House had, in just sustaining the’ decision 
of the Chair, in effect and operation decided the point of order 
on which he had raised his appeal, he would withdraw that 
appeal. ‘ 

So the ap 


the Trea 


peal was withdrawn. P 

The question recurring on the motion of Mr. Wisn— 

Mr. WARREN moved to amend it, so as to show that the 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. ADAMS] Was not heardat 
large, but was stopped. ` ae 

Mr ADAMS hoped that the motion would also be so amended 
as to add that “he had been arrested by the House, and forbid- 
den to proceed when just entering on his defence? 

Mr, BOTTS moved tolay the whole subject on the table, and 
asked the yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

Some conversation followed between Mr, CAMPBELL of 
Tennessee, and Mr. WISE— 3 

When the question on the motion of Mr. Borrs was taken 
and decided in che affirmative, as follows: i 

“YEAS—Messrg, Landaf W. Andrews, Aycrigs, Babcock, 
Baker, Barnari, Barton, Boardman. Bous, Boyd, Brewster, 
Brockway, Charles Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Burnell; Wil- 
liam Butler, Calhoun, Casey, Chittenden, John ©, Clark, 
Staley N, Clarke, Cowen, Cranston, Garrett Davis, Bean, De 
herry, Eastman, Jonn Edwards, Everett, Fillmore, Gamble, 
Gerry, Goggin, Patrick G, Goode, Gustine, Habersham, Henry, 
Tfolmes, Houck, Hudson, James, Keim, John P. Kennedy, 
Lawrence, Lowell, McKay, Marchand, Thomas F, Marshai} 
Sampson Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard. Meri- 
wether, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Newhard, Owsley, 
Pariridge, Pearce, Pendleton, Powell, Ramsey, Benj. Randall, 
Rayner, Rhett, Ridgway, Riggs, Rodney, Wm. Russell, Sal-. 
stonstall, Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, Simonton, T. Smith, 
William Smith, Sprigg, Stanly, Stokeley, Stratton, Summers 
Sweney, John B. Thompson, Toland, Tomlinson, at 
Trumbull, Underwood, Wallace, Warren, Washington, Wat- 
terson, Westbrook, Thomas W. Williams, . Lewis Wiliams, 
J. L. Wiliams, Winthrop, Yorke, and John Young—1 i, 

NAYS -—Mesers. Adams, Arnold, Arrington, Atherton. Beeson, 
Bidlack, Birdseye Aaron V, Brown, Burke, Samson TL. Butler, 

treen W. Caldwell, Patrick ©. Caldwell, W iiam B. Camp, 
hell, Cary, Clifford, Clinton, Cooper, Cross, Cushing, Daniel, 
Richard D. Davis, Dawson, Doig, John C. Edwards, Esteri, 

Fessenden. John G.. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Tornance, Gates, 
Giddings, Gilmer, Granger, Gwin, Hall, Jonn Hastings. ays, 
Hopkins, Houston, Ifabard, Hunter. Wm. W. Irwin, W m C. 
Johnson, Andrew Kennedy, Lewia, Linn, Litulefield, Abraham 
McCjellan, Rehert McClellan, Mallory. Alfred Marshall, 
Medill, Miller, Parmenter, Payne. Pope, Profit RedingeRey~ < 
noida, Rogers, Roosevelt, James M. Russell, Sanford, Shiolde, 
4 


= 


Thompson, Turney, Van-Buren, Van Rensselaer, Ward, Weller, 


Christophar H. Williams, Wise, Wood, and Augustus Young 


A i eb sat, 
- Ko the whole subject was !aid-on the table. >- 
. Mr. WISE then rose and withdrew his objection to the recep- 
tion ofthe petition. OES ee 
And Mr. ADAMS, in form,: moved.(in accordance with his 


previous intimation).the reference of the said -petition to the | 


ttee:on. Foreign Affairs, with instructions “to choose a 
f they should think proper.” i ` 

“Or, Mi: was understood.to say, he had no objection to put 
his motion in the form of that made by the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia [Mr, Hops] the other day—that was, to instruct the 

s committee to act.in conformity with the prayer of the petition- 
ets; because he (Mr. A.) considered the gentleman as having 
madeuphis mind., : 

“Mr. HOPKINS said, yes,sir, my opinion is made up fully, 
and I most heartily concur with the petitioners in the propriety 
of removing the gentleman from the station of Chairman of the 
Committee on Foreign. affairs, and am ready to give that vote 
‘whenever.it may. be my privilege to do so. 

The SPEAKER here said that no such motion had been. en- 
tered on the journal as having been made by the gentieman 
from Virginia, [Mr. Hopxins.] The gentleman had submitted 
such a motion, but it was-out oforderj and added, that if there 
‘was debate, the petition must go over. 

_ Mr. WARREN desired to know if it wasin order to submit 
a motion instructing the Committee on Foreign Affairs to pro- 
ceed, at their first meeting, to choose another chairman. 

The SPEAKER said yes; there was nothing disrespectful to 
the House in such a motion. 

Mr. LEWIS ‘WILLIAMS rose and moved to lay the petition 
and instructions on the table. 

Mr. EVERETT was understood to submit that the gentleman 
from North Carolina (Mr Wuistrams] could not make such a 
‘motion now, because at the time the Speaker had declared that 
the petition, giving rise to debate, must lie over, the gentle- 
man {rom Massachusetts [Mr. ADAMS] was on the floor, and 
would be-entitled to it when the question should again come up. 

The SPEAKER. here, announced, finally, thatthe petition, 


giving riseto debate, must lie over. 

‘Mr. ADAMS said he hoped the day would come when he 

would have an opportunity of opening the whole subject, and 
. When the gentleman from Accomac {Mr. Wisg) would have 
anopportunity of emptying his whole heart. 

8o the petition, giving rise to debate, was laid over. 

But Mr, GILLMER rose and desired to be informed by the 
Speaker whether the Committee on Foreign Affairs had not 
the power to proceed to appoint another chairman, without iu- 
structions fram the House? 

‘The SPEAKER said that he could not take official cogni- 
zance of any thing of that kind. The committee, when they 
assembled in their room, could look to their awn rules, and see 
what was the extent of the power they possessed, 

Mr. GILMER. T presume they have the power, and may ex- 
ercise it, without instructions from the House. 

i Mr. ADAMS. Leave that to the Committee on Foreign Re- 
ations. 

ie said he, for one, was willing to meet the respon- 
sibility. . 

And then, in futher execution of the order of the 7th instant, 
the presentation of petitions and memorials was continued, the 
call resting still at the State of Massachusetts, 

Mr. ADAMS went on with the presentation of petitions in his 
charge, and presented a number of abolition petitions, some of 
which, coming under the 2lstfule, were not received, and 
others, not strictly within the-kule, had the question of recep- 
tioo raised on them, and thatjuestion laid on the table. 

PETITION TO DISSOLVE THE UNION, 
ir. ADAMS presented the following petition: 
O THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES. 
undersigaed, citizens of Haverhill, in the Common. 
wealth of Massachusetts, pray that you will immediately 
adopt measures peageably to dissolve the Union of these 
tates— 


Firat: Because no uñion can be agreeable or permanent which - 


does dot present prospects of reciprocal benefits. 

Bechad: Because fa vast propertion of the resources of one 
sectio of the Uaion is annually drained to sustain the 
views and courseof another section without any adequate re- 

um. t Z 

Third’ Because (judging from the history of past nations) 
that Union, í persisted in in the present course of things, 
wit certaifly overwhelm the whole nation in utter destruc- 
Mion. : 

Re petition is signed by Benjamin Emerson and forty-five 
others: 

Mr. HOLMES. 
Union. . 

Mr. ADAMS. I move its ‘reference to a select commit- 
tee, with instructions to report an answer tothe petitioners, 
showing the ireasons why the prayer of ıt ought not to be 
granted, 

Mr. HOPKINS, (addressing the Speaker.) Is it in order to 
move to barn ine petition in the presence of the House? 

Mr. TURNEY rose and moved that the petition be laid on 
the table and printed, that the country might understand what 
its character was. 

Mr. MORGAN asked a, division of the question. 

Mr. WISE, (addressed the Speaker.) Is it i order to move 
to censure any member presenting such a petition, and to move 
that the House do now proceed to inquire whether a member 
hag oftered such a petition to thisbody, and to proceed accord- 
ingly? 

Mr. ADAMS, Good! 

The SPEAKER said he did not think such a proceeding could 
be taken, but it would be fur the House to determine. 

RiMy. ARNOLD tiesired to know whether the petition con- 
flicted with the Qiet rule, (he being out, he said, at the time of 
its presentation?) 

Mr. MERIWETHER raised the question of reception, and 
moved to lay that question on the table; remarking, that he did 
not think thatsuch a petition should be allowed to come within 
the walls of this Houfe. 

_ Mr. ADAMS said that be was surprised that such an objec- 
tion should come from.a quarter where there had been so 
many calculations of the value of the Union. 

_Mr. CHAPMAN moved that the House do.now adjourn, (as- 
Signing areason which, as the ‘Reporter thinks, was that no 
grr was present.) 


This isa petition for the dissolution of the 


teenid, John T. Stuart, Summers, Taliaferro, Jacob: 


Mr: ADAMS hoped,. he-said, that the House wouid notad- 
jour. If there was io bea vote afcensure, the House might 
as well settle the question now as adjourn. 3 i 

The yeas andnays were asked on the motion to adjourn, but 
refused. . + h 

And-the question being put, the House refused to adjourn. 

Whereupon Mr. LINN moved that there be a cali of the 
House: - s ; 

The SPEAKER announced the recurring question to be on 
the motion of the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. MERIWETHER) 
to lay the question of reception on the table. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina rose and was understood 
to say that he did not think that a petition of such a character, 
should be thus lightly passed ever. : 

The SPEAKER said the question to lay on the table was not 
debatable. s yi 

The question was then taken, and, without a division, the 
question of the reception of the petition was. laid on the 
table. 

Mr. TURNEY here submitted to the Speaker (so far as the 
Reporter could hear) that the question how recurred on print- 
ing the petition. 

“Fhe reply of the SPEAKER was not heard by the Reporter, 
butit was understood to be that the motion to print was not 
now in order, objection having been madeto the receptionof 
the petition, and the petition not being, therefore, properly in 
the possession of the House. 

Mr. TURNEY (having, he said, misapprehended the effect 
of the question just put) moved to reconsider the vote laying 
the question of the reecption of the petition on the table. ` He 
hadexplicitly stated, inthe first instance, that his object was to 
have the petition printed, that the country might understand 
what its character was. 

The SPEAKER was understood to intimate to Mr. Turney 
that, even if the voteshould be reconsidered, the first recurring 
question would be, not on the motion submitted by him to lay 
the petition on the table and print, but on the questian of re- 
ception raised by the gentleman from Georgia, and the motion 
to lay the question on the table, 

Mr. TURNEY persisted ia his motion. 

And the question now beingon the motion to reconsider the 
vote-by which the question ef the reception of the said petition 
had been laid on the table— 

Mr, HABERSHAM moved that there be a call of the 


House. 

Mr. CHAPMAN moved that the House do now adjours. 

The yeas. and nays were ordered, and, being taken, were: 
Yeas 49, nays 87. 

So the House refused to adjourn. . 

Mr. GILMER thereupon rose and submitted, as a question of 
privilege, the following resolution: 

Resolved, That, in presenting to the consideration of this 
House a petition for the dissolution of the Union, the member 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Apams] has justly incurred the cen- 
sure of this Ifouse, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD objected to the resolution, as entirely 
out of order. j 

Mr. GILMER said he would then move a suspension of the 


rule, 

‘The SPEAKER said this was not in order, as the House were 
already acting under a suspension. 

M r. GILMER said he hoped then the resolution was in 
order. : 

The SPEAKER, said that he considered this as a privileged 
question, and referred to a case that occurred some years ago, 
1836, in which the gentleman from Massachusetts offered a peti- 
tion from certain slaves near Fredericksburg, Virginia, and on 
which occasion a resolution was offered by a gentleman from 
Virginia, (Mr. Patton,} that the gentleman be brought to the 
bar of the Mouse and censured. Under this precedent, the 
Chair did not feel at liberty to arrest the proceeding. 

After some conversation on the point of order by Messrs. 
ARNOLD, UNDERWOOD, LEWIS WILLIAMS, and the 
SPEAKER, who re-stated his decision, as above~ 

Mr. ADAMS said he hoped the resolution would be received 
and be debated, and that he should have the privilege of 
again addressing theffTouse in his own defeace, especially as 
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. GitMER] had thought! pro- 
per to play second fiddle to his colleague from Accomac, [Mr. 

WISE. 

Mr. GILMER amid repeated and deafening shouts of order, 
order, } said that he played second fiddle to no man; but that he 
had been endeavoring to prevent the music of one, 

“Who, in the course of one revolving moon, 
Vasa poet, fiddler, statesman, and buffvon.”” 

Mr. WARD of New York deprecated the consideration of 
this resolution as a privileged question, because he feared that 
it would lead to a most irritableand exciting debate. He was 
a member of the House at the tame referred to by the Speaker, 
and well remembered the scenes that took place on that occa- 
sion. The debate that then sprang up, was of so violent a cha- 
racter that (he Southern members in a body left the Hall, and 
it was with difficulty that they could be persuaded to return. 
Tie hoped that the House would not, by entertaining this as a 
privileged question, lead to the recurrence of such painful 
scenes. 

Mr. RAYNER inquired if this debate was in order? 

The SPEAKER replied in the negative. 

Mr. RAYNER inquired what was the question before the 
House? 

The SPEAKER said it was on the point of order of the gen- 
tleman fiom Kentucky, (Mr. UNDERWOOD } ; 

Mr. UNDERWOODsaid he would not appeal from the de- 
cision of the Chair. 

The SP AKER then annonneed the question to be on the re- 
solution of the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. GILMER. ] 

M, J. C. CLARK moved to lay the resolution on the 
tabie, 

Me. A. V, BROWN moved a call of the House. 

Which motion having prevailed, the roll was called, and 168 
members answered to their names. 

Mr. TURNEY moved that the House adjourn, 

Which motion was carried, Š 

And the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuespay, January 26, 1842. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Senatea eoni- 
munication from the Secretary of the Treasury, covering a 
Statement of the Treasurer’s accounts for the 3d and 4th quar- 
ters ofthe year 1840, the late Treasurer Campbell’s accounts for 


the entire year, and the Treasurer’s accounts for the lst and 2d 


quarters of 1841. ‘Ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana, presented a petition from Carroll 
coutry, indiana, on the subject of a post route; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and rost Roads... 

Messrs. CHOATE, TALLMADGE, BATES, WOOD. 
BRIDGE, HUNTINGTON, PHELPS, WRIGHT, SIMe- 
MONS, BUCHANAN, CLAY, BERRIEN, WALKER, HEN. 
DERSON, and EVANS, presented memorials remonstrating 
against any amendment, modification, or the repeal~.of the 
Bankrupt law; which were referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. a i : i : 

Mr. BENTON presented a memorial from New Bedford, 
Massachusetts, that. Congress will so amend the Banktupt law ` 
as to include banking institutions; if not, that the law might be 
repealed. ; j . 

Mr, BUCHANAN presented a niemorial from Erie, Pennsyl- 
vania, for the repeal of the Bankrupt Jaw. 3 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from Pittsburgh, 
praying that Congress may arrest the further progress of the 
Compromise act, and totake the subject of the tariff generally 
into consideration and from such law as would embrace the 
principle of discriminating duties, which would tend to the pro- 
tection of domestic manufactures: referred to the Committee 
on Manufactures. i 

Mr. CLAY presented a memorial from Pittsburgh, for the 
amendment orrepeal of the Bankruptlaw. 

Also, a memorial from Newark, New Jersey, for the repeal 
of that Jaw, on the ground that the petitioners could see in ita 
prelude to the general distribution of property. ` 

Mr. MILLER presented a memorial from certain manufac- 
tures of iron, calling the attention of Congress to the rapid de- 
cr fthe duties on that article, and praying that such a rate 
of duties may may be established as would enable them to com- 
pete with the foreign manufacturer: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Manufactures. ` 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of R. E. Gentry, George 
Jackson, Francis Roy, Antoine Foy, Joseph Revere, John B, 
Denoyer, John O'Bannon, J. Walkins, James Junner, Benja: 
min Caton, E. Tod, =, Cooper, J. Freeman, David McQuilty, 
Joseph Woolfskill, Abrahah Greene, J. Turner, John G. Heath, 
Joseph Boggs, David Magill, Josheph Roy, Francis Cooper, 
Francis Wood, Joseph Wuod, Joshua Bishop; some of the in- 
habitants of Cote sans dissein and of Calloway county,Missouri, 
praying compensation for horses stolen,and property destroyed 
er pillaged by certain Indian tribes: referred to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs. sed i 

Mr. BENTON presented a petition from Pierre La Bonne and 
others in Missouri, praying the confirmation of title to a 
tract of land: referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. : 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana, from the Committee on Pub. 
lic Lands, reported a bill for the relief of Richard Higgins; 
which was read and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. MANGUM from the Committee on Naval Affairs, report. 
eda bil! for therelief of Reynold Colts and Walter R. John- 
son; which was read and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Claims, made ‘an 
adverse report on the petition of Joseph Paxton, for the loss 
of certain property in the late war; which was ordered to be 

Tinted. 

p Mr. WRIGHT, on leave, introduced a bill further supple- 
mentary.to the act entitied an act to establish Judicial Courts 
of the United States, passed the 24th September, 1789; which 
was read a first, and, by special order, a second time, and re- 


- ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary- 


Mr. HUNTINGTON, from the Committee on Commerce, 
made an adverse report on the petition of the Collector of Perth 
Amboy. 

Mr. BATES, from the Committee on Pensions, made an 
adverse report on the, petition of Martha Green for a pen- 
sion. a 
Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pensions, made an 
adverse report on the petition of Daniel McKissick, an officer 
of the Revolutionary war, for a pension. à 

Also, an adverse report on the petition of Lucy Eaton, wi. 
dow of John Bennet, a soldier of the Revolutionary war. 

Also, on motion of Mr. PEIRCE, the Committee on Pensions 
was discharged from the further consideration of the petition 
of John J. Smith, for arrears and increase of pension; and from- 
the petition of Eliza Adams, the widow of Ebenezer Adams, a 
soldier of the Revolation: 

On motion of Mr. WOODBRIDGE, by instruction of the 
Committee of Commerce, the memoria] of the corporate au- 
thorities of the city of Chicago, was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PIERCE submitted the following, which lies over one 
day, under the rute: ; i 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasnry be directed to 
communicate to the Senate a copy of any commission or other 
authority issued for the purpose of investigating the affairs of 
the New York custom-house, and the law under which the 
same issued, Also, copies of all letters or other documents ac- 
comnanying the said commissions; that he furnish the names 
of the commissioners, the times when they respectively en- 


- tered upon their duties, and where said duties were performed, 


and how long they continued, or are expected to continue; that 
he also report the reasons, if any were communicated to him 
verba'ly or in writing, why the commissioners first appointed 
did not make a report, and the reasons set forth by said com- 
missioners, or any and which of them, for the appointment of 
anew commission; that he also feportin detail the expenses 
(with copies of the vouchers) that have, directly or indirectly, 
arisen in the execution of said commissions, the names of all 
parties emploved, and how employed, and the allowance made 
to each, including alf items of incidental expenses, and from 
what fund such expenses were paid. Also, the number and 
names of witnesses examined by the commissioners; whether 
the commission sti I continues, and which of the commission- 
ers ate stillacting thereunder, and who are now employed by 
them. And also to report copies of all letters or communica- 
tions made to or from the Treasury Department, or on file 


_ there, in regard to oy in any manner affecting the course of prò- 


ceeding by said commissioners, or the acts alleged to have been 
done by them or any of the persons in theiremploy. - 

On motion of Mr. STURGEON. it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be instructed 
to inquire iuto the expediency of directing the surveyor gene- 
ralof Chillicothe, Ohio, to locate a Virginia military land war- 
rant inthe name of Lucretia Haymaker, heir at law of John 
Bowen, deceased, 

Mr, PHELPS asked to he permitted to employ a clerk for the 


tion, wituout speculating on the amendments thought necessar 


Committee on Revolutionary Claims. Owing the sickness of 
the chairman, and the absence of another member, the business 
had accumulated to such an. extent as to require assistance. 
Permission was granted. : 

The-following resoiution submitted a few days ago by Mr. 
Crayton, was taken up and read: 

Resolved, That whenever a claim has been presented and 
referred to a committee, and a report made that the claim ought 
not tobe allowed, and the resort has been adopted by the Se- 
“nate, it shall not be in order to take the papers relating to such 
case from the files and refer them to another committe, unless 
it beshown.that the committee to which the subject was first 
referred has erred, and new testimony be adduced in support of 
the claim. 

The good effect of such a rule was pointed out by Messrs. 
CLAYTON, GRAHAM, KING, CALHOUN, PIERCE, and 
PHELPS, in preventing the accumulation of claims in the 
"hands of commiuces, which had been often reported against, 
and which were more frequently thrust upon the Senate by in 
terested agents, than by the petitioners. The proposition was 
partially opposed by Messrs. WOODBURY and LINN, who 
were apprehensive that whilat litle good would be effected by 
it, great injustice might accrue to claimants. , They were in 
favor of delaying action on the resolution till it Could be amend- 
ed so as to make it less objectionable, The resolution was, 
however, adopted, 

THE BANKRUPT BILL. 

On motion of Mr. BERRIEN, the Senate proceeded to con- 
sider, as in committee of the whole, the bill of the House of 
Representatives to repeal the Bankrupt Jaw. $ 

Mr. Berrien occupied the floor during the remainder of 
the day, in opposition to the repeal of the law. He remarked 
that his opinions as to the constitutionality, expediency and 
justness of the law for the relief of the bankrupts, ha@iot 
changed; but that, so far as time and reflection had had any 
influence with him, they had only tended to impress him with 
the belief that the vote he gave at the last -extra session was 
correct. {fe maintained that so far as there was any manifes- 
tatio ; vf the popular will as to the propriety of the passage of 
that law, it was in favor of it, The Legislature of the State 
he in part represented, had expressedgoptnions adverse to that 
Jaw; which had been communicated to him, He did not con- 
cur with those opinions, and did not feel justified, from his 
sense of what was due to a suffering people, to vote for the hill 
to repeal it. Hespoke at some length on the bal effect of a 
vacillating course of legislation, such as would be exhibited if 
this Congress at this session reversed their will as expressed 
at the-last session; and argued that it would afford to the ene- 
m'es of free institutions material on which to found arguments 
against the salutary and practical operations of free Govern- 
ment. ‘They had ‘deliberately adopted a measure of great 
public policy, at the instance of a vast multitude ofthe people 
Of the United States; and he thoughtif they chan sed their own 
act of legislation before it was permitted to go iata operation, 
such course ought to depri% them of the confidence of the 
‘American people. ‘Thelaw, he argued, was correct in princi- 
ple, and in detail was as free from imperfections as any plan 
that couid be devised by the wisdom and ingenuity of Congress, 
before they had the lights of experience, as would be deve- 
loped by the practical operations of the law. He did not be- 
lieve the law was so imperfect as its enemies had alleged. It 
was simple in its details, and was not encumbered by the com- 
plicated machinery ofthe bankrupt laws which had not here- 
tofore met the approbation of the peopic. The law, as it ex- 
ista on the statute, could be safely permitted to go into opèra- 


to make it practicable, arid then they would have the experi- 
ence of its operations to guide them inthe amendments they 
were now speculaung about, i 

He spoke at some length to show that thelaw was practicable, 
and contended that it was because of its practicability that it was 
so objectionable. It was oaposéd by its enemies, because it 
was susceptible ofsuch practial operations, that it would de- 
feat the machiuations of those who were anxious for its repeal, 
It was objectionable, not because it was a bankrupt law, but 
because it was a leading measure of the Whig party, and one 
ofits measures fox the relief ofthe ceantry, for which the ex: 
tra session was called; all of which measures, It was now con- 
tended by some of those who opposed them, the people had re- 
jected as injurious to their interests, and myst be repealed. 
‘He did not, however, 50 understand the language of the coun- 
try. It was but the wishes and opinions of those who felt that 
all those measures m be undone, or the two vetoes of the 
Whig President wiil have lost all their charms. He then spoke 
atsome length on the constitutional power of Congress to make | 
a Bankrupt law to operate on others than traders, in the 
common acceptation of that term; and contended that, so far 
as the origin and history ofthe practice of the law of England, 
from which he borrowedit, had any bearing upon the inten- 
tion of the framers of the Constitution, or the construction 
which they intendedshould be given that instrument, it con- 
clusively established the right in Congress to, passa law to 
operateon all. persons, without regard w iheir occupation 
or pursuits in life. Mr. B.before concluding gave way te 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, 09 whose motion the Senate proceeded 
to the consideration of Execrlive business; and, after some 
time spent therein, N 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPR! 
Turspay, Janu ; : 
> journal of yesterday was reag, ter in correc. 
On AS werersae motion of Mr. ADAMS, was approved. 

Mr, FILLMORE asked leave at this time io make some re- 
ports from the Cammitiee of Waysand Means, l 

Mr. tHOMPSON of Missi ned. 

Mr, FILLMORE asked if it would be in order to move to 
postpone the further order of business, to enable him to make 
the reports : EASES 

The SPEAKER said such a motion would be in order, bui 


ENTATIVES, 


After some conversation— i : 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the order of business be post- 
poned until the hour of one o'clock, = 

Which motion was agreed to by ayes 120, noes 40._ 

So the order ef business was postponed until one o'clock. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. FILLMORE, from the Commitee of Ways and Means, 

reported a bill making appropriations for the civil and diploma- 


£ Shaw, Shiel 


| Christopher H, Wihia 


il Johan C. Clark 


{ 
f 
l 

that a vote of two-thirds wonld be required to carry. it. ji 
L 
i 
d 


tic expenses of Government for the year 1342, accompanied by 
@ report, 


Mr. FILLMORE, from the same committee, aiso reported the 
following bills, viz: 0 7000 ` 

A biil making appropriations for the support of the army 
and of the Military Academy for the year 1842. 

A u making appropriations for the naval service forthe 
year 1842. : 

A bill making appropriations for the current and contingent 
expenses of the Indian’ Departmant, and for fulfilling’ treaty 
stipulations with the various Indian tribes, for the year 1842. 

A bill making appropriations for pensions in 1842. 

Which said bills were referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. X 

Mr. FILLMORE, from the same committee, reported the fol- 
lowing resolation, which was agrecd to: 

R®solved, That the Committee of Ways and Means he di 
charged from the further consideration of so much of the est 
mate of appropriations for the current year, submited by the 
Secretary of the Treasury to Congress, as relates—first, tothe 
purchase of asite, and to commence the erection of barracks, 
at Charlestown, Massachusetts;” secondly, to the “purchase of 
a site and to commence the erection of barracks at Brooklyn, 
New York;” thirdly, to the “purchase of a site and ta com- 
mence the erection of barracks at Goaport, Virginia;” and, 
fourthly, ‘to commence the erection of barracks at Pensacola;”’ 
and that these subjects be referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, 

Mr. FILLMORE, from the same commitiee, also reported the 
following resolution, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be dis- 
charged from the further consiceraiion of so much of the esti- 
mate of appropriations for the year 1842, submitted by the Sc- 
cretary of the Treasury to Congress, as relates to the comment- 
ing of a new building for barracks for the cadets at the Military 
Academy, and that the subject be referred to the Committée on 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. SAMSON MASON, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, reported the following resolution; which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Claims be 
instructed to inquire into, and report, the amount of money that 
has heen paid by the Unied States in the execution of the act 
to provide for liquidating and paying certain claims of the State 
of Virginia, approved July 5, 3832, under each section of that 
act; and whatameunt and number of claims have been pre- 
sented jorsettiement; and whatnumber and amount of claims, 
if any, remuin to be settled or paid under the third section of said 
act: and that the said committee also inquire into the expedi- 
ency of repealing that law. 

Mr. MASON, Irom the same committee, also reported the 
following resolution; which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be instructed 
to inquire into the amount of money expended under, and by 
virtue of, the provisions of the act making provision for the 
civilizanen af the Indian tribes adjoining the frontier settle. 
pleats, approved March 3, 1819, and to inquire into the expedi- 
e.cy of repealing that act; and alse, of discontinuing such au. 
anal appropriations for similar purposes une rvario eaties 
with the several iadian trices as are dependent on the discretion 
of Congress or the Executive. 

TREASURY NOTE BILL. 

Mr. FILLMORE satd_ he believed all the reports now ready 
from the Committee of Ways and Me: had been rendered, 
and as the hour of one had not yet arrived, he would ask the 
House to take up the Treasury note bill and act upon the amend- 
ments made thereto by the Senate, 

Which motion was agreed to; and the bill being taken up, and 
the questi m being on the first av: second amendments of the 
Senate, (which are merely verbal)— 

Mr. FILLMORE very briefly explained them. 

When Mr, COUPER of Peonsy!vania inquired of tie #peaker 
ifit would now be in order to move to lay une bill and amend- 
ments on the table? i 

The SPEAKER repiied in the affirmative. 

Mr. COOPER, accordingly, submited that motion. 

Mr. BRIGGS asked the yeas and nays thereon; which were 
ordered, and being taken, were as follow 

YEAS—Messrs. Landaff W. Andrew: rington, Atherton, 
Babcock, Botts, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Milton Brown, Charles 
Brown, Burke, William Butler, WilliamO. Butler Green W. 
Caldwell, Patrick C, Caldwell, Wiliam B. Campbell, Cary, 
Chapman, Ciiftord, Clinton, Coles, Cooper, Cravens, Daniel, 
Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, Dean, Doan, Doig. Bastman, 
John C. Edwarda Egbert, Ferri, John G, Floyd, Charles A. 
Fioyd, Fornance, A. Lawrence Foster, Goggin, Gordon, Graham, 
Green, Gustine, Gwin, Habersham, Harris, Houck, Houston, 
Hubard, Hunter, Jack, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Lane, Lewis, 
Linn, Litticfiel!, Lowell, Robert McClellan, McKay, Marchand, 
| Alfred Marshall, Matbiot, Medill, Miller, Morris, O 
ridge, Payne, Re 
s, William 


Le 


A iompson, Jacob 
Furney, Van Buren, Warren, Watterson, 
and Wood--%2. > 

Alien, Sier 
|, Rarton 


T. Surh S 
Thompsan, 4 


AYS—M 


Adlan Andrew 
y Barnags 
Briggs, Brockwe 
amson TH. i 


Arnotd, 
Biain 


Boardman, 
Brown, Burnel 
‘Thomas J. Cam 


, Casey, 
2, Cowen 


Gates, 
sted, John FE 
es, Wilia 


Tia, Hal 


vy, R 
R 


mers, 4 


Fomlinsan 


hui Ey 5 
. Weller. West- 
s, Lewis Wilian 
orke, Augustus Yours 


rack, i 
Josepa L. Williams. 
andJoba Yourg—l1l. 

50 the bill was not laid en the table. 

‘And the question recurring on the amendments of the 
nate— 

Mr. SPRIGG made afew remarks, iniimating his intention 
(as the Reporter undcersiood) to move to recommit the bill to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Unicn, with a 
view to offer an amendment, 


Be- 


The bill had been materially changed since it went: from 
House, avid as it now existed it. proposed an increased jn 
debt; the Senate having amended itso as that ihe Govern 
could raise five millions of dollars independent ot the 
million Jean, ays a ee 

Mr. 8. proceeded to nake some remarks.on the expenditures 
of the’'Gevernment during the last Adm nisiration; but was cut 
off by the expiration of the time for which the unfinished Dusi- 
ness of yesterday had been postponed. © > 0 o cx Bate 

_: QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE, 05 2 ias 

The unfinished business of yesterday was the following resos 
lution offered by Mr. Ginmer, and which the Speaker had ruled 
to be in order as a question of privilege: ` ee ee 

Resolved, Tiat, in presenting to the consideration: of this 
Mouse a petition for the dissolution of the Union, the member. 
from Massachusetts(Mr. ALAMs] tas justly incurred the cen- 
sure of this House. 

Which resclution Mr. J. C. Coan had yesterday moved to ~~ 
lay on the table. i 

Pending which motion the Hofise had adjourned. ‘ 

And the.question now recurring on the motion that the reso- 
Jution be laid on the table— ` ys as 

Mr HOPKINS asked the yeas and nays; which were order- 
ed, and, being taken, were as follows: oe 

YEAS—Messrs, Allen, Sherlock J. Andrews, Arnold, Ay- 
crigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, 


55) 4 
Bous, ‘Brewster, Briggs, Brockway, Charles Biown, J, 
Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, Casey, Childs, Chittenden, John C, 
Clark, Staley N. Clarke, Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, 
Cushing, Richard D. Davis, Jean, Deberry, John Edwards, 
Egbert, Everett. Ferris, Fessenden, Fillmore, John G, Floyd, 
A. Lawrence Foster, Gates, Giddings, Patrick G., Goode, 
Granger, Green, Hall, Halsted, Henry, Howard, Hudson, W., 
W Irwin, James, Lawrence, Linn, Littiefield, Mattocks, Mathiot, 
Maxwell, Maynard, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Osborne, Par- 
menter, Pearce. Pendleton, Powell, Ramsey, Benjamin. Ran- 
dall, Ridgway, Roddey, William Russell, James M, Russell, 
Saltonstall, Sanford, Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, Btokely, 
Stratton, Tillinghast, Tuland, ‘Lomtinson, Trumbull, Under: 
wood, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, Ward, T, W. Williams, 
Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Wiliams, Winthrop, Yorke, Au- 
gustus Young, and John Young —94. ý 
NAYS—Messrs, Adams, Landaf W. Andrews, Arrington, 
Atherton, Barton, Bidlack, Bowne, Boyd, Aaron V, Brown, 
M Brown, Burke, Samson IL Baver, Wiliam Butler, Wit- 
liam O. Butler, Green W, Caldwell, Patick ©. Caldwell, John 
Campbell, William B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbeli, Ca- 
ruthers, Cary, Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Cross, 
Daniel, Garrett Devis, Doan, Doig, Eastman, John C. Ra- 
wards, Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, Gamble, Gerry, Gilmer, 
Goggin, Gordon, Graham, Gustine, Gwin, Habersham, Harris, 
Joba Hastings, Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, 
flubard, Haunter, Jack, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Lane, Lewis, 
Lowell, Abraham McClellan, Robert MeCle!lan, McKay, Mal 


t 


i lory, Marchand, Alfred Marshali, Thomas F. Marshall, Sam- 


son Siason. Medill, Meriwether, Miller, Moore. Newhard, 
Owsley, Partridge, Payne, Pickens, Pope, Profit, Rayner, 
Reding, Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, Roosevelt, Saunders, 
Shaw, Shopperd, Shiel's, William smith, Snyder, Sprigg, 
Steenrod, A. ILH. Stuart, Jobn T. Stuart, Summers, Sump- 
ter, Eweney, John B. ‘Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Triplett, 
Turney, Van Buren, Warren, Washington, Wauerson, Weller, 
Westbrook, E D. White, James W. Williams, Christonher 
H. Wiliams, Wise, and Wood—112, X y 

So the resolution was not laid on the table, z 

Mr. MARSHALL of Kentucky, inquired of the Speaker 
what was the next question? ~ 

The SPEAKER said it would beon the adoption of the re- 
solution of the gentleman feom Virginia, (Mtr. COLMER. } 

Mir, MARSHALL observed that he had prepared a resolution, 
prefaced hy a very short preamble, but going somewhat more 
atlargeinto thesubject than the simple resolution offered: by 
the gentleman from Virginia. He wished to propose it aa a 
substitute for that resolution, and he hoped that the gentleman 
would assent to it. As the resolution was drawn up (MÈM, 
said) in his own-handwriting, and as there were in some places 
interjineations and alterations, with the permission of the 
House, in order that the gentleman might-judge whether.he 
wouid accept it as a substitute for his own, he would read it 
himself, rather than send it to the Clerk’s table to be read there. 
He wished further to make the ioguiry of the Chair, that he 
might not be led to attempt any thing that would be considered 
ont of ordor, whether, in submitting this proposition, it would 
he in order for him to accompany it with a few remarks} 

Mr. MarsnaLt then read the following resolwion: 
reas the Federal Canstituuon is a permanent form of 
on, until altered or mo 
andthe mem- 
tical character and pow: 
swom to support it, and the dissolution 
ecessariy implies the destruction of that instra- 
throw of the American Republie, and the exdinc- 
ional existence: A pro ion, therefore, tothe 
Representatives af the peopic, the organic law 
f iby their constitutents, ppor whied they are 
commanied by th worn, before they can 
anterunon the execut al powers created Dy it, 
and entr to ihem, i ch of privilege, a con- 
tempt 1 to this House, a direct proposition to the Legisla. 
ture andeach member of it, to commit perjury; and. involves, 
its execution and ils consequences, the destruc- 

i i h treason. 
Tiou. JOHN Q. ADAMS, -9 
nung tir-the. coasidera- 
iintives of the United States, a 
jun of the Unien, has offered the 
ish he is a member; an ine 
| of which that House is 
tive crzan; and will, it this outrage be permitted 
unyebuked and unpunished, have disgraced his 


, through their Representatives, in the eves of the whole 


solved further, That the aforesaid JOEN Q. ADAMS, for 
this insult, the first of the kind ever offered to the Government, 
and for the wound which he has permitted to be aired, through 
hig instrumentality, at the Constitution and existence of his 
couatry, the peace, the security, and liberty of the people of 
these States, might well be held to merit expulsion fromthe 
national councils; and the House deern it an act of grace and 
merey, when they only inflict upon him their severest censure 
for conduet so utterly unworthy of his past relations to the 


’ State, and his present position. 


turn fini over to: his own couscience and and the indignation of 
all true American citizens. ; 

Mr. M. then asked the Speaker whether it would be in 
order for him to accompany this resolution by a few re- 


marks. - i ; 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

[Several voices: Certainly; cevtainty.] k 

Mr. M proçeeded: He was very.well aware of—and had, bs- 
fore he drew up this resolution, maturely, al least as maturely 
atime would admit, considered weil—all that he would ex- 
pose himself to by submitting it; and ifhe was at all acquainted 
with his own temper, or with the movements of his own mind 
and heart, hë had been induced to takea position of this kind 
by no personal feelings towards the gentleman against whom he 
proposed to intlict the censures of this House, and still less by 
* any sectional feeling against that portion of the United States 
which he represented on that Qoor: and it was of the lasi im- 
portance for the course which he was thea pursuing, a course 
which involved heavy responsibilities, that he should be free 
froin allsuch motives, . Prom the short time that he had hada 
place:onthat floor, it could scarcely be charged againsthim that 
he had ever manifested any hostility to the Northern portion of 
our fetlow-citizens. ‘The policy which he had advocated “here, 
looked to the advancement of their prosperity and to the pro- 
tection of their industry. Towards the gentieman himself, the 
‘history of the past and his per Yrelations towards him 
would absolve him from thesuspicicion’ of being actuated by 
personal feelings. His name, said Mr. M. and the name of his 
family, had been connected in years gone by, with my name 
and the name of my family, and Í devored the first years of my 
life. in: aiding to elevate him to the first office in the gift of this 
great people—an office which, if t 1e proposition he was now 
animadverting upon was carried into effect, would be termi- 
nated with the existence of (he nation over whom that officer is 
called to preside. À 

He not only, Mr. M. said, devoted the best energies of his 
youth to the elevation of the gentleman to that high station, 
bat throughout the whole of his Administration was-his ardent 
supporter; and whatever personal feelings of bitterness might 
exist in that gentleman’s bosom towards other por. ions -of the 
slave States; hawever de-p the cause he might have for that de- 
termined spirit of hostility and vengeance towards them. which 
seemed to aclaate him on that floor, yet the gentleman could 
have no such feelings towards him and there was nothing in 
his past conduct, Mr. M, said, which could warrant them, 

Within the last fow days, scones had been enacted in that 
Jali which hail presented the American Congress to the world 
ina light equally discreditable to the couatry and themselves; 
and which brought crowds tothe galleries to witness the ter- 
mination of what he bad heard denominated, in his passing 
through the crowds inthe streets, a row, Even in such scenes 
his conduct had shown no sort of personality or unkindness; 
and, sir, sait Me. M. the motion which was mede to give him an 
opportunity of defending } olf against the charges contained 
in the petition which he biraself presented, I was the maver of, 
Gourtesy towards that gentleman, ‘personal courtesy and kind- 
ness, Had distinguished him from the commencement of 


his | services in Congress to that hour; but when a 
proposition so monstrous as this was made—a_ pro: 
position, ani wnat, too, hke this, in the midst of the 


difficultios, embarrassments, and confusion with which our 
public affairg were involved—amidst all the sources of public 
disconteut we See around ns, there were fingers enough to be 
fonnd to stir up the embers of discord, and gravely submit to 
that House proposition calliag upon its members to betray 
the trusis sulevonly confided to them by the people, violate 
their oaths, and destroy u Constitution which they are bound 
py every consideration of honor and of conscience to support 
and defend, @nl that was not all: it was coupled with a mo- 
tion to refer a proposition of ihis kind to a committee of that 
‘House tu take st into serious cohsideration, and to report upon 
it. It struck him, Mr. M, said, with horror: it stupiied him, 
Ve had not believed it p Ye that there could be men wild 
enough in the country— thoush the ulthad proved otherwise 
—men wild cnougé, and mad enongk, to make a proposition that 
the Gaverament of the U ould ni its own 
existence, and then to subwnitit to the members of that Jouse, 
inviting them to cominit perjury and moral treason. ‘Phere 
might have been men wild enough and mad enough to do this 
out of that House; but that there wus a member on that floor 
that could be willing to assume the Dility, through all 
coming time, of presenting such a proposition to that House, 
he had not believed. He had heard whispers, it was irue, that 
such a petition would be presented, but he had rejected the idea 
with utter incredulity and perfect scom, i 
Now it might be said, and p 
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say that, under any law or right, petitions ~of this sort shall be 
laid ‘before the Congress of the United States withoutcensure or 
rebuke; thata member shall be allowed to present a question 
here, and startis asa subject of legislative consideration in that 
House, which looksto the dissolution of this Union? But he 
might be told that at the time this propos.tion was presented, 
there was connected with it another—that. the committee to 
which it was proposed to refer it, should report against it; but, 
in his humble judgment, that did not affect the question. 
If any. thing, it made it worse. If, under some fancied -right 
of petition, to which so much importance seemed to be attached 
in one portion of the Union, the gentleman had barely present- 
ed the petition, in fulfilment of- what he believed to be a solemn 
‘duty, it might alter the case; but it was proposed that it sheuld 
be the subject of legislative consideration, and that a report 
should be prepared and presented to the House in accordance 
with the views of the mover. It wastobecomea precedent as 
far as it went, amounting to this: that the dissolution of the 
Union was a fair subject of legislative consideration, and could 
be brought up in that House for discussion. ‘It was to be ade- 
batable question: it wasa matter that was to be ‘looked upon 
by the eye of the legislator as within the scope of legislative 
functions; and this position he should meet at the threshold 
with the sternest possible rebuke. Had sucha proposition been 
made by his own father, and had he, in addition to the ties that 
Bound him to him asa son, all the ties that bound him to mem- 
ber from Massachusetts—if he knew his own soul—he should 
have pursued the same course that he now did. He knew, Mr. 
M. said, that the action of this House on this subject would go 
abroad to the nations of the world, and he wished it to be shown 
that whatever of mischief, and misery, and canfusion might 
come upon us mafter years, at this time of the day the Con- 
gressof the United States would not permit one of its members 
to become the vehicle to bring before them a proposition so 
monstrous that it could not be acted on without dishonor to 
themselves, and ruin to all who might come after them. This 
much he had thought proper to say on presenting his resolu- 
tion. If there was wrong in it, let the responsibility rest where 
it properly belonged. That there could be mischief, he did not 
believe. He would notharbor the idea that the peuple of the 
North would countenance a movement of this kiad. What, 
Massachusetts ! of all the lands on which Heaven’s bight sun 
beams its radiant smiles—Massachusetts to come for- 
ward, and through a man bearing the name which the gentle- 
man did, makea proposition to dissolve this Union! If she had 
done this, Jet the severest censures ofthat House fallon the man 
through whom this proposition came. 

Mr. ADAMSsaid, I have very little to say now on this subject. 
The gentleman from Kentucky, after a great, variety of argu: 
ments to prove that he has no personal camity to me, that on he 
contrary, the motion he now makes arises from profoundest pa- 
triotism, and that in using all the language which the fgncy of a 
man oF ingenuity can invent, to represent my conduct in the 
most odious Hight, he was governed by no other feeling than a 
love of the Union. The gentleman supposes he is makinga 
great deal of political capital by his present movement. Sir, I 
wish to wait till I see whether this Honse will adopt a resolu- 
tion of that kind, before I call on i: to allow me the privilege of 
defending myself. Sir, if the gentleman has been surprised, as 
he affects to be, at my having brought forward this proposition, 
I am not the less surprised at the langnage he has used, and the 
charge he has brought against me, of being guilty of iigh trea- 
son. What ishigh treason? The Constitution of the United 
States says what high treason is, and itis not for him, or his 
puny mind, to define what high treason is, and confound it with 
what I have done. Sir, the first volume of the laws 
of the United States will show what it is. I desire the clerk to 
read the first paragraph of the Declaration of Independence. 
{Raising his voice.] The first puragraph of the Declaration of 
Independence! [Raising his voice to a stil! higher pitch.] ‘Phe 
fira paragraph of the Declaration of Independence! 

The Clerk then read as follows: 

“When, in the course of human events, it becomes necessary 
for one peaple to dissolve the political bands which have con- 
nected them with another, and to assume among the powers of 
the earth the separate and equal station to which the laws of 
Nature and of Nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect to 
the opinions of mankiad requires that they should declare the 
causes which impel them to the separation.” 

Mr. ADAMS. Proceed, proceed, proceed, down to the “right 
and duty.” 

The Creek cantinued realing, as fo. lows: 

We hold these trutbsto be selfevident—that all men are 
created equi; that they are endewed by their Creator with 
certain nnalienable rights; that among these are life, liberty, 
and ihe pursuit of happiness, Thai, to secure these rights, 
Governments are instituied among men, dori i 
powers from the consent of the governed; that, wi 
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lute despotism, it is their right, itis their duty, to throw off 
such Government, and to proviue new guards for their future 
security.” t A 

Mr. ADAMS [repeating after the Clerk] ght and duty to 
aler orabolisa it.” Now, sir, if there is a principle sacred on 
earth, and established by the instreinent į yead, it isthe 
right of ‘he peepleto alter y, the Govern- 
mont, if it becomes oppr ould ba no 
such rich: existing, ifthe people had sot the power, in pursu- 
anse of that right. to petition for it. 

Now, sir, if this House is capable ef adopting the resolation 
of the gentleman from Kentucky as a subject of discussion 
then, Ishall ask,in my turn, the privilege of defending m £ 
and of proving, not that the conclasion, drawn hy these 
tioners, is correct, (for Ihad guarded against that,) and had 
proposed, thatin accepting it, it should be referred to acom- 
mittee, with instructions to report an answer assigning the rea- 
sous why its prayer should not be granted, but that they had 
the undouhted right to present their petition. 

Sir, if my attachment to this Union and this Constitution 
could be ‘questioned, that provision would be sufficient to re- 


fute any slanderous attacks that might be made on me. Lrest 
that petition on the Declaration of Independence. 
as the sentiments of the constitwents of one of my colleagues; 
aud let më teil the gentleman, and teil this House, that they 
are not the only persons in the section of country to which they 
belong to whom these sentiments are familiar, 

JT want to respond to them, and to tell them that it is no! yet 
“lime for these people, who are’ emphatically oppressed, to 
Seek for a redress of their grievances in this way. 1 wish to 
tell them that there are resources by which their rights might 
be restored, without resorting to that last remedy, named inthe 
Declaration of Independence. Do they not see that they have 
been oppressed for the last eight or ten years? Doesthe gen- 
tleman from Kentucky deny that? Does he deny that for the 
last eight or ten years the people have been suffering under that 
opressed state of things he has been sent here to remedy? 1 
am sorry to say, however, that the gentleman has contributed 
more than any other member of this House iu adding to, in- 
stead of remedying, those oppressions, which originates such 
petitions as these. This, however, is not what.I rose to say. 
When I come to answer. this charge, I shali show that one 
of the great grievances of which the „people. complain, 
is the suppression of the right of petition, not only in 
this case, butin a number of others, F shail show that peti- 
tioners are turned out of the House, and denied the benefit of 
that Constitution which the gentleman so cloquently eulogizes. 
I will go through with a series of oppressions on the people of 
the North, which they have been suffering not only at the hands 
of this House, but of the other. The gentleman on one occa- 
sion toid me that they were treated ill, and that he should have 
voted to receive these petitions, 

Mr. MARSHALL, Will the gentleman state on this floor 
chage ver said I would vote for receiving such a petition as 
thi ` 

Mr. ADAMS. Not this, but other petitions; and by voting 
for their reception, he admits that it is oppressive on the speople 
of the Union to rejectthem. When Icometomake my defence 
before the House, I shall show other oppressions, not only ac- 
tual, butintended. shail show thatthe portion of the country 
from which that gentleman comes are endeavoring to destroy 
the right of habeas corpu® the right of trial by jury, and all 
the rights of which the liberty of the country consists. 1 will 
look into the controversy between Virginia and New York, and 
between Georgia and Maine, in order to prove that there is a 
continued system and purpose to destroy all the principles of 
civil Jiverty in the free States, not for the purpose of preserv- 
ing their institutions within their own limits, but to force their 
detested principles of slavery into all the free States. TY will 
show it by documents, and show it by argument, so that every 
man in this House shali know it. I will show that measures 
are systematically pursued or projected to force this country 
into a war with Engiand for the purpose of protecting the Afri- 
can slavetrade. One of my purposes is to show to the people 
that itis time for them to take alar, or they will be smuggled 
into a war; for, for that purpose the most false principles have 
been advanced as the law of nations by your minister at Eng- 
land, [Mzx, Stevenson,] under the pretext of nealing the right 
ofsearch, which have never been admitted into the law of na- 
tions. 

Now, it isa matter, tobe sure, of some importance to me, 
what the decision of the House may be; but it is infinitely of 
more importance to the section of country from which I come 
—to the freemen of this Union—to force the spirit of slavery on 
them. This is the state of things that exists, and it is pro- 
vided for in the Declaration of Independence; and if there is 
no other remedy for it, it is the right and duty of the people 
of that portion of the Union to take that remedy. If the right 
of habeas corpusand the right of trial by jury are to be taken 
away by this coalition of Southern slaveholders and the North- 
ern Democracy, it istime for the Northern people to see if they 
can’tshake it off, and i! is time to present petitions such as this. 
Į say that itis not yet time to do this, till other means have 
been tried. Tsay that if the petition is referred and answered, 
it will satisfy the petitioners. Tsay a large number of the peo- 
ple will be propitiated. They will see that there are other 
measures are to he pursued; and first of all, is to restore the 
right of petition, for which we have been struggling for years— 
this same principle which the gentleman makes high treason, 
and the violation of which first began when petitions were ex- 
cluded praying fer the abolition of slavery in the District of 
Columbia, which Congress has the undoubted right to do, as 
well as the suppression of the infamous slave trade, for the pro- 
tection of which weate to go to war with England. 

After some further remarks, Mr. A. said: I hold that they 
{the petitioners] have a right to petition for a dissolution of the 
Union, and thatthis House bas no power to suppress that right. 
Jf the doctrine of the gentleman from Kentucky is sanctioned, 
we shaji next havea declaration that it is high treason to ask 
for the abolishment of slavery in the District cf Columbia; thatit 
i isoa to ask for the prohibition of the mfamous slave 
dif a repeal of the Bankrupt law, hurried through 
egislation, is objected to, why, 
Ueman declared all those to 
se than he has done. 
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colleage from whose diairict it 
write home, and ascertain whe- 
^ coming from peeple of respec: 
i > answer having satisfied him that it was, he 
felt ito be his duty to present Kio the House, The petitioners 
(Mr. A. said) were of a most respectable class in society, not 
perhaps of that pure aristccralic biood, of which the gentle- 
man from Kentucky once boasted that he came from, but goon 
honest respectable citizens, whore opinions were entitled to a 
respectful consideration, 

Mr. A. apolog-zed tothe House for having said so much, and 
said that he should ask for the printing of the resolution, and 
to be heard in his defence when it should come up for conside- 
ration. 

Mr. COOPER said, before the gentleman from Massachu- 
sefts concluded, he wished to correct a misapprehension under 
which he seemed to labor. From the remarks of the gente. 
man, he (Mr. C.) judged that be supposed further time would 
be given him for hisdefence. If he understood the resolution 
aright; the adoption of it was to be the end of the matter; and 
any defence which the gentleman might propose to make, must 
be previousto the adoption. 3 

The SPEAKER stated to the gentleman from Masgachu- 
setts [Mr. Apams] that the question before the House would 
be on me resolution ofthe gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr, MAR- 
SHALL. 
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Mr. PROFFIT hoped the gentleman would have an oppor- 
tunity of being fully heard on this subject. 

Mr. ADAMS said if it was the intention of this House now at 
oncé—{[cries of “now, now” ]—to proceed to the decision of this 
resolution, he must submit. Was it ever known that, to a man 
on whom charges of this kind were started of a sudden, and to- 
tally unexpected, no time was to be'allowed forhis defence? If 
the ordinary course of business in this House—the printing of 
the resolution, and fixing the time for its consideration—was to 
pe done away with, and the House to be taken between wind and 
water to decide this resolution; he must submit. He was in the 
power of the House. a 

The SPEAKER said thatif the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts [Mr. ADAMs] desired further time, he himself, or a friend 
for him, could of right submit a motion to postpone the further 
consideration of the subject. 

Mr. EVERETT wouid merely state that the resolution of the 
gentleman from Kentucky presented, probably, one of the most 
important questions that had ever been offered to the considera- 
tion of the House. He would say, that if the doctrine of there- 
solution was carried out, it would produce arevolution by force 
inthis country—~“peaceably if they can, forcibly if they must” 
—not that the intention of dissolving this Union prevailed in the 
Eastern States in any greater degree than in other portions of 
the Union. But if no peaceable mode could avail for the redress 
of grievances that should become iatolerable, then it must be 
done by force. i 

Did the gentleman contend that, under the provisions of the 
Constitution, if every section of the country should be satisfied 
that Government had failed to accomplish its objects, there was 
no mode of producing this peaceably, but that it must be donc 
by a revolution and blood? That was the doctrine of this reso- 
lution. The Constitution contemplated any change, any alte- 
ration, from the smallest to the greatest priaciples of this Go- 
vernmeot; and vot only this, but provided for the future go- 
vernment, whenever the evils of its present form in the different 
sections of the Union, should be past bearing. He hoped we 
should have no forcible revolution; if there ever sh uid be a 
cause for a dissolution of the Union, the remedy would be 
fonnd in the provision of the Constitutipn, and would be peace- 
able, 

It would be perfectly competent to the States to adopt aa 
amendment to the ionstitution, which would change i: in 
every feature, The people were omnipotent as to the effect of 
the change. He looked on the resolution with alarm, Jt was 
an initiatory step to consequences which he hardly dared to 
contemplate. 

But he rose, in consequence of the importance of the question 
to the country, and of the position in which the gentleman 
from MasSachusetts was placed, to move that the resolution be 
printed, and the postponement of this subject to some day that 
the House should choose. He thought, when matters were 
proceeding to tuis point. they should go deliberately to work, 
and not act with precipitancy. He would submit the motion 
that the subsiiture be printed, and its further consideration be 
postponed until Tuesday next. 

Mr. ADAMS. The first proposition for the House to act 
upon will befor I do not uaderstand the gentieman from Vir- 
ginia as meaning to say. that— 

Mr. WISE. I wantio know what the motion is. 
print only? Or, to print and postpone? 

Mr. EVERETT. Itis to print the resolution, and postpone 
the debate upon it till Tuesday next 

Mr. WISE asked ifthe question of printing was debatable. 

‘the SPEAKER said that it was. 

Mr. WISE then said that he rose in that House not to utter 
one word on the question of postponement; he would not raise 
his voice on a question tike this, whether they should post 
poue the question of a dissolution ofthe Union till Monday. He 
asked'that a voice from the tombs might be heard—that the 
farewell address of George Washington, the Father of his 
Country, might be heard in that hall, (ending the volume to the 
€lerk’s table.) Ie wished the Clerk to read from the passages 
he had marked. 

The Clerk then read the following passage. 

“The unity of Goveroment, which constitutes you one peo- 
ple, is also now dear to you. this justly so; for it is a main 
pillar in the edifice of your,real independence; the support of 
your tranquillity at home, your peace abroad; Òf yoursafety; 
of your prosperity; of that very liberty which you so highly 
prize, Butasit i 


Is it to 


is easy to foresce, that from different causes 
and from different quarters, much pains will be taken, many 
artifices employed, to weaken, in your minds, the conviction 
of this truth; as this is the pointin your political fortress against 
which the batteries of internal and external enemies will be 
most constantly and actively (though often covertly and insi- 
diousty) directed, itis of infinite moment that you should pro- 
perly estimate the imvhense value of your national Union. to 
your collective and individual happiness; that you should che- 
tish a cordia}, habitual, and immoveable attachment to it; ac- 
customing yonrselves to thiak and speak of it as of the palla 
dium ofyour political safety and prosperity; watching for its 
preservation with jealous anxiety; discountenancing whatever 
may suggest even a suspicion that it can, in any event, be 
abandoned; and indignantly frowning upon the first dawning of 
every attempt to alienate any portion of our country from the 
rest, or to enfeeble the sacred ties which now link together the 
various parts.” A 
Lid that he had had this address read, because, If 
the author of it were now living. and present, he could not have 
pictured the scenes that have taken place hetter than it was 
there prophesied. Be te& you to frown upon the first dawn of 
every attempt to dissolve this Union. Je points you to the 
cause— the most fearful cause—that may bring abent thatevent, 
That cause is foreign influsace, ‘That influence isat work in 
this very quest in this nation—at this-day. Si r, there are 
some who are moving on the subject of the dissolution of the 
Union Irom reliz aticism, blindly unconscious -of 
their course. He ed that there are various 
persons operated upon at. this time by various mo 
tives, who are endeavoring fo bring about a dis. 
solution of the Wnion, Some were honest, and fang 
tical, an’ religiously sincere. For these he entertained nothifig 
but feelings of pity; buthe believed there were political par- 
ties, who took root at the very commencement o the Gotern- 
ment; which had existed from that time, exhibiting by the ten- 
dencies of their measures a deliberate design to break up this 
Union. At the very foundation of the Government, there was 
an English party, and a Tory party in the country, and it became 
a part of family prejudice and hereditary hatred with some 


` ċratie party, by upbraiding them with a French alliance. 


men to take sides with ene forsign influence, not only against 
other foreign influences, but against their own Government. 
No man knew better than the gentleman from Massachusetts 
the past history, the political. party history, to which i refer.: 
Yes, sir, this antipathy to the elaveholding section-of the coun- 
try, and to the Democratic portion of it, not only in the South, 
but in the North, wherever it might he located, had grown up’ 
with the English Tory party that denounced the apostle of 
liberty [Mr. Jerrerson] in 1801, as the red waistcoated repre: 
sentative of Jacobinism, and rouacd the jealousies of the Demo. 


Mr. MARSHALL here inquired what was the question before - 
the Hovse? 

Mc. WISE. It ison a motion to print, and Tam speaking io 
that motion. 

He then went on to say that the nation had evidence of the 
hatred of this English party to Mr. Jefferson, and its antipathy 
to slaveholders, in doggerel rhymes aimed at his demestic rela- 
tions No one better knew to. what poetry he alluded than the 
gentleman from Massachusetts; that gentleman well knew who 
it was that wrote those scandalous lines on the domestic life of 
one ofthe purest patriots of the Revolution. He could tel} who 
it was that coald turn and forsake the friends of his father, and 
in the fury of his apostate zea}, could prey upon the dead like 
the vampyre. 

Here Mr. EVERETT again interposed, and called Mr. Wise 
to order fur irrelevancy. ‘The question was on printing and 
postponement. ` 

The CHARVS reply Wasin a great measure lost to the Re- 
porter, but he was understood to decide that, though this jati- 
tude of remark would not-be in orderon a motion to print; it 
was less out oforder on a motion to postpone. 

Mr. ADAMS. - I hope he will be permitted to go on. 

Mr. WISE resumed [amid greatcontusion in the Hall, which, J 
indeed, continued in a greater or less degree till the adjourn-° 
ment, and which often rendered it quite impossible for the Re 
porter to heara word of what Mr, W. said, He spoke with 
great vehemence, but with a voice sa fitful and unsteady that 
the closing part of many of his sentences was inaudible beyond |] 
a brief space around bis seat.] 

He said that after writing doggerel rhymes on Mr. Jeilerson—- 
afier deserting the early friends of his father, and trampling on 
the ashes of the dead—afier riding in the Royal George, and, 
tempted by Giles, not Giles Scroggins, ging for the D-mocra- 
tic crumbs and setting out fer Ghent, and there incorporating 
into the treaty-— 

Mr, EVERETT here inquired of the Chair whether a per- 
sonal attack on an accused party could possibly be in order on 
a mation cither to print or to postpone? | 

Mr. WISE. I bave mentioned no names. I spoke generally 
of the English party and its adherents; but, if the cap fits any- 
bedy, let him wear it. 

The SPEAKER replied that it was not for the Chair to know 
that the remarks of the gentleman from Virginia were intended 
asa personalattack; it would be out of order and wholly in- 
decorousin the Speaker to say that the gentleman aliuded to 
any particular member of the House; he was undersioad ro be 
speaking about. seme political party ia the country. if his re- 
marks became personal, the Chair would call him to order. 

Mr. ARNOLD said he hoped the friends of the gentieman 
from Massachusetts would not attempt to interrupt the gentle- 
man from Virginia again. 

Mr. WISE resumed, and srid that if after all his earnest and 
repeated attempts to arrest the debate, gentlemen would insist 
on debating this subject— 

“Come on, Macduff, 
And damn’d he he who first cries, hold, enough !? 

He was nt, to besure, prepared in body, for he had a severe 
cold in his lungs and head; bathe was at all umes poliucatly, 
mentally, and historically prepared to meet gentlemen. He 
again said, that, after treading on the graves of members of 
the old English party, the early friends of his father, and then * 
going to Ghent and incorporating in oar treaty with England a 
provzsion for the payment of slaves, which had stood the 
severest teswofthe Britush Government—for.the pay ment not for 
assassins and murderers, like those on board the Creole, but for 
runaways, who had forsaken their master’s plantations, and 
gme on board the British fleet—that same authority now came 
forward and told this House that we could not consent in go to 
war with England fer the support and maintenance of slavery, 
and this under flagrant circumstances of violence done to the 
national flag in behalf of mutineers and murderers ! . 

Mr. W. here said something, not more than half heard, 
about the gentleman’s again turning, because the Democracy 
of theSouth would not acknowledge his claims to preside over 
the American Government. 

Mr W. when agam heard, was 6 rving that there were 
certain gi points of history to which mig be 
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strengthen it by their votes Congress had p ted to it by an 
ex- President ofthe United States a proposition to dissolve the 
Yinion. Yes, while the English Aholifionists were moving on 


Jamaica, aud contemplating to make their next demonstration 
on Cgba—while they wefe establishing lines of a- commercial 


marine, connecting England and the West Indies-with this sai 
uy, and thus opening the way for.a military marine: to: y 
which atthe fifst sound. of thetocsin would pour. in arnies-of. 

trained free blacks upon the- whole South,. this: proposition to 
dissolve the Union was.simultanéously brought forward.. 

There was another very singular contrast in-the events ‘of the 
present hour which he could not fail to-mention. ` Atthè sama 
time that England was maintaining the most odious and abomt- 
nable system of slavery that wasto be found on the ‘face of.th 
globe, and using it as an instrument inthe preduction and eal 
ture of a deadly vegetable poison, to be ‘imposed’ by force ona. 
people so unwarlike and so timidinthely national character 
that they had taken the pains to build an immense walla keep 
themselves aloof from -other nations; and while the British- ma- 
rine were Carrying on an ex pensive war for this-very. end, her owa. 
party in this country were preaching in this Hall that: America 
coufd nevergo to war with England for thesake of maintaining 
the tenure of slave property, H : yt ane 

Mr. W. said he wished to be distinctly: understood.’ ` He as- 
persed not that body of men which was called the ald Federal 
party. His own father (he was understood to say). had sup* 
ported the principles of that party, and-every relation he had 
jn the world, living and dead, had been old-fashioned: Virginia 
Federalista. Nor should they ever want an’advocate where he ` ` 
was present.. But there had been members of all parties who 
united together and took sides with a. ‘foreign. Government 
against their own country.. This faction had been composed 
of men who had never felt any sincere attachment to free insti; 
tutions, but had ever been disposed. on the contrary 10° array 
themselves and wield their influence in opposition to them: 
This was what Mr. W. designated as the old English party. 
Ife never had given that name to the Federal party, as dt had 
once existed in this country. He mentioned this in justice to 
himself, and to prevent misunderstanding, To return, shen, 
he again ingiired how were the gross and glaring inconsistény 
cies to which be ha@ alluded to be reconciled? That those who 
had foreaken the Federal party,- and betrayed and. reviled ‘it, 
and professed togo over to the Democratic party, should now 
be found bating and vituperating alike the Democrats. of the 
South and ofthe North? That mea who could tolerate’and. de- 
fend the war now waged by Bngland--a war founded’ ex: 
pressiy on slavery of the severest, kind—could not tolerate 
a war against England in behali of the rights of the slave- 
holders? And how happened it that men who held these senti- 
ments should be found bringing forward Tory plans for áp- 
turning this Government? Mi. W., here said be held in his 
hand a paper printed at Nassau, New Providence, to which 
he made some reference, not understood by the Reporter, and 
then proceeded to read long extracts from another document 
entitled Frazers Magezioe; the writer of which maintamed 
that, however it might be doubted bow far it was lawful to en- 
ter into a crusade against another nation for purposes of phi- 
lantbropy, there could Le no doubt as to the morality. of making 
a war with such a nation, commence on other grounds, tobe: 
subservient to the object-of setting free three millions: of op- 
pressed human beings, in which reference 3 also haditò the 
black military Joree in Jamaica ahd the vicinity ofthat: island 
to our Southern States, through whose agency a war with us 
might be bronght tc a speedy close, and a divsolution of the 
Union immediately effected. A course like this the writer in- 
sisted to bedictated by philanthropy. Markt it, cried Mr. Ww 
aid and young, philanthropy is invoked in behalf of an object 
ike this, and {he gentleman from Massachusetts says yes to tt, 

(Mtr. Apams. Yes, no doubt } ee 

The gentleman had said more. He had declared that, in case 
ofan insurrection of the slaves against their. masters, if the 
power of the Noith shontd be invoked under the Constitution to 
uid in suppressing such a servile war, the effect might be eman- 
cipation. 

(Me. ADAMS, Yes, sir] ` 

The gentieman had gone yet further, and had maintained that 
ifthd 21st rule should be continued in force this session, three» 
fourths of the Siatesofthe Union would be ipso facto absolved 
from their allegiance to the Constitution. 

Mr. ADAMS here interposed to explain. He had not 
said that euch would be the case should that’ rule’ be con: 
tinued during this session, but that if the policy were perse- 
vered in, and the rule weie permitted to remain for the future 
asa settled rule of this Tlouse, Lhat then those States would: be 
absolved from their allegiance to this Government. 

Mr. WISE resumed. 'Fhe House had persevered init, and 
here was the proposition of the gentleman to dissolve the Union, 
in perfect correspoadence with fis own doctrine that the disso- 
ution would follow, ipso facto, should the Zlat rule continue, 
ha course, 
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markets fot. slaves; to supply which the trade is kept.up, are 
the United: States, Brazii; and Cuba. The first of these, we feel 
persuaded, will be:broken up, whenever a war breaks out; and 
éven without a war, the system would lead. to some dreadful 
internal convulsion before long. But the last of the three, 
Cuba, is dpen.to our approaches even at this moment. Cuba 
belongs to. the crown-of Spain. But what is the crown of 
Spain? A sbadow. -It is abundantly obvious that England 
eould add Cuba to her colonies to-morrow, if she chose to do 
80. But-could she do so with justice and with honor? Most 
unquestionably she might: Has not England expended upon 
Spain, within the Jast twenty years, many millions of sterling 
„money? Much.of thishas been advanced by private Persons 
but much also by the Government... In ene year, (1836,) the 
value of the military stores- forwarded to Queen Christina’s 
Fequest, by our Government, was £597,000.. Now is there the 
least rationality in the abandonment of all this property, whe- 
ther-by the English Government on itsown account or as acting 
for its merchants? Would-there be any thing irreconcilable 
with the strictest justice and. probity in our foreign Minister’s 
demanding of Spain, and enforcing the demand, either an ac- 
tual repayment of these loans and advauces, or the surrender 
of Cuba as an equivalent?” 
Te next proceeded to read from a hewspaper published in 
„this ‘country entided the Emancipator. Under date ef Janua- 

Ty 21, 1842, there appeared an article predicting that the days 

of slavery in Cuba. were numbered, and that those of slavery 
in the United States would. next follow, and expressing the 
earnest hope of the Editor that it might have a speedy tulfil- 
ment. - 

Mr. COOPER of Pennsylvania here raised a question of 
orderyand inquiredof the Chair whether ihe reading of that 
Paragraph did not come in conflict with the Qist rule? 

Mr. WISE. ‘I might say sumething ia reply to that question 
which would rhyme to rule. 

Mr. COOPER, And1 might retaliate if I chose to be a 
blackguard. 

Mr. WISE. The gentleman isso without choosing. 

Mr W. then proceeded to observe that he had before him 
another paper, which-he considered of much more importance, 
as showing the immediate connection of English influence 
With the corruption of this Government and the dissolution of 
the Union. The paper he held in his hand was printed in Bos- 
ton, and its motto was, “Liberty the right of all, and law its 
defence.” It contained an article signed by ane Joseph Sturge, 
an emissary direct from England, and charged with despatches 
from tha British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society to the Pro- 
sident of the United States, The article was addressed appa. 
renty to the friends of this English American party to which 
he had alluded, Here wasan impudent and insolvent foreigner, 
who dared publicly to address himself to the Abolitionis 
the United Statesin behalf of the i nglish Society from whom 
he came, and to represent to (hem the state of things in their 
own country. Here Mr. W. quoted portions of a jetter from 
Mr. Sturge,in which he described his visit to the galleries of 
the Hall of Representatives, which Jed Mr W, to remark that 
there wasan agentof the American Abolitionisis on the floor of 
that House at this moment, taking notes of all that passed, and 
who, if he had been caught in the State of Virginia, would have 
been subjected to the severest penalties of her laws. 
> Mr. W. ther proceeded with his extracta, and, coming 
toa striking passage, observed that it was expres: j 
almost the Identical language of a gentleman in h 
who now sat making mouths at him. 
laughter.) 

{Mr. Apams, FI was making mouths, it was in endeavoring 
to call for the reading of that lever] 

Mr, Wise went on to vead, and insisted, with strong feelings 
of indignation, that this Kaglishman did wot blush to address 
himself to the worst feelings of the human breast to enlist them 
under foreign influence, and to dircetthem against the consti 
tuted authorities of our ows Government. Mr. Sturge referred 
to the speech of Mr. Joinson, of Maryland, in defence of the 
Rist enle, and then proceeded to speak in terms of the highest 
admiration of the venerable ex-Pr ut oi the United ates, 
who had been contend gatus. Oppression and in defence of 
the right of petition. Me. W. thouchs is net surprising that 
compliments like these should proceed from one who bad 
found in Mr. A. a maa who was bone of bis bone and flesh of 
his flesh, and whom he could take to bis hazrtas an associate 
in his worstdesigos—who was ready for r Vvoluion, emancipa- 
tion, and the dissolution of the glorious fabric of our free aw 
once happy republic. This venerabic ex President wasthe 
very man who, for the first time, invied the Congress of the 
United States t0 receive, dis y atil deliberate upon a propo- 
salto break the Union of the states. Yes, this cherished ally 
ot a foreign emissary who openly appealed to Americans 
against their own Government, was entrusted with the chair of 
one of the most important standir ramittees of that House 
a committe charged wih the foreien relations ofthis Govern: 
yoent i venerable man, who had come into this House 
from the sidential chav one of the ereatestand most pro- 
found diplomatists of the age, one of the highest anthorities 
now Hhving on international law, whose opinions would be 
quote! with respect in every par | 
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Mr. AW. next qasted ommenis from a newspaper en- 
titled the Anti-Slavery Reporter, on this course of Pee ident 
Tyler, contrasting it with that of the guec» of Portugal and 
other European sovereigns. Mr. W. said, from this it would 
seem that all the crỌwned heads of the old woyid had received 
the memorials with fave, whichscemed a token ofene com- 
bined effort throughout: the werid, embracing Portugal, 
“Spain, and every other power.. To our honor be it stated, 


RID, A 
at 


k wisdom and philanthropy, 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


that their emissary here, for the first time, met with a refusal 
to notice it. aa . i 

Returning, then, to. Mr- Sturge’s letter,he referred with és- 
pecial emphasisto that person’s closing advice to the Aboli- 
tionists ofthe United States; which: was, that they should re- 
member who. they were on the coming election day. ` On this 
he commented with great severity, as being a direct attempt of 
an intermeddling foreigner to “interfere. with the fre. dom of 
election, Animpudent British emissary had dared to intrude’ 
his advice upon the free -voters-of the Republic, that they should 
proscribe all slaveho!ders fron: the cffices of Governmént; and 
that in faceof a recent census; which dwarfed the South into a 
minority. 3 A 

{Some of the remarks which followed were Jostto the Re. 
porter amidst the unyuietness and increasing confusion of the 
House. } ` H 

Mr. W. however, was anderstood to speak with. warmth on 
the violence ofa British monarchist attempting to advise us 
how to administer our own affairs, and to spura the idea of re- 
ceiving counsel from one who could coolly contemplate the 
idea of applying the torch of the incendiary and the bayonet of 
a foreign black soldiery to the entire mass of our Southern 
States. This man, in the close of his letter, had reminded those 
who exercised the elective franchise in this country that there 
was nothing in the color of the skin, and that their whole suc- 
cess as Abolitionists must depend upon the result of our ejec- 
tions. Putthatand that together, and could the meaning be 
mistaken? No: it meant to point out the meansto be pursued 
in making their attack on the institutio#fs of this country. It 
pointed to that which. should God prolong his life, Mr. W. 
expected to witness before ten years passed over his head, the 
election of a black Representative to a seat on that floor. 
That was what this Mr.Sturge, the British emissary, in his great 
had covertly recommended to the 
States, And the thing was very 


“Abolitionisis of the United 


likely to be tried as a test question. Such was the 
nature and tendency of this alien English influence in this 
country, The identity of feeling and of sentiment be- 


tween this Joseph Sturge and the venerable ex President, 
of whom he spokein such rapturous tones, was sufficiently ob- 
vious on the face of this paper. "Fhe cannection existed not 
only in this bal}, but out of this hall; and, in confirmation of it, 
he would read from a paper which Southern gentlemen would 
do well tolook at and to study, He read from the Anti-Slavery 
Reporter of September 1, 1841, which contained a letter from 
Arthur Tappan and Joshua Leavett, in which those two highly 
distinguished individuals made their appeal to all Abolitionists 
throughout the Union, inviting their co-operation in making 
preparation for this present sess'on of Coneress. 7 


Mr. W. here reat the items ofa thoroughly digested plan of : 


operation for the preparation, dissemination, signing, and pre- 
sentation ofa great variety of different forms of memorials, al] 
having a bearing, more or less direct. on the existence and 
continuance of slavery in the United states. The directions 
were very minute, going down even to the folding and endorsing 
of the forms of memorials, ard directing them to De forwarded 
to the Hon. Semir M. Gares, the agent of the Abolitionists on 
the floor of Congress, Here (Mr. W. said) was a delib tely 
formed plan of operation, with a member of the House for its 
organ and agent, and all the forms of petition pnt into the peo- 
ptes mouths, ready cooked and concocted hefarehand. Riany 
ofthem were, word for word, such petitions as had been already 
presented in that House; one, indeed, the petition for the disen. 
Intion of the Union, did not appear among them, but every 
movement was planned which leq to that resalt. The entire 
train wascarefally and skilfully laid, the mire was already 
sunk beneath the walls of the Constittian, and the incendiary 
stood ready wih his torch prepared to blow the Union into ten 
thonsand fragments, After some expressions toially inandihte, 
Mr. Wise (turning to that porion of the House where Mr. 
ADAMS sa!) exclaimed, Do it if you dare; but remember, that 
that. very flame which involves the South, will, in its inevitable 
progress, involve youtselves. 

Atthis point. being much exhausted, Mr, W, 
tion, by Mr. HOPKINS, for an adjournment. 

The yeas and ra were demanded in all quarters of the 
T¥onse; and, being tiken, resulted as follows—yeae 93, raya 74, 

So the motion prevailed, and 

The House adjourned, 

Mr. Wisg still having poss: 


yielded toa mo- 


n of the floor, 
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Tr. SAITH of ion signed by twenty- 
three citizens of Harrison county, Indiana, praying that the 
Bankrupt Jaw may be repealed. K 

Mr. S. said it was the first acd only petition on that sub- 
jest he had received at the presert gessi At tbe Jast ses- 
sion he had received several in favora bankrapt law As 
the netition had come to his hands pencing the discussion 
on the bil to repeat the law; 
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why repeal i? Tf it needed amendments, anl. any could be 
preposed that had nat been already vated down by the Senate, 
jet them be made, But why repeal this Jaw? If itsha'l prove 
to be napopular in practice, it will be time enough then to repeal 
it, What né® lights had been shed unon the subject? Was it 
right for Conertss to create hopes anid expectations at one ses- 
sion, to be followed by disappointment and mortification, if 
not despondency, at the next? Ifa bankrupt law was net ne- 
cessary and proper atthe present tie. he not believe it aver 
would be. He especially desired to see it have a fair tril; for 


edat the lg 

effect the first of ne 
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upon. the result, in. his opinion, hung the fate of all ‘sidiflar 
measures, at least for the present generation, if not for alltime 
to come, in this country, . aE? 
Mr.S. said, ata former session; he had given his views-at 
large on the whole subject. Those views, with his votes, had 
been submitted to the people, . He bad voted for the law of: the 
last session. ‘The Legislature of his State had since been: dn, 
session, yet that body, coming freshfrom the people, had not 
thought proper to.indicate that his ‘course of action. on this 
question was notin strict accordance with the wishes of ‘the’ 
State. He had looked for an expression of opinion from that’ 
source, and he should, without hesitation, have conformed: hig . 
vote tö such instructions; but as none such had arrived, and aa _ 
but few of the people of the State had expressed to:him an 
opinion, and these opinions divided, he felt justified in maintain. 
ing his own consistency by voting against the repeal, whenever 
the vote shall be taken. He had thought it due to himself tọ- 
If he erred, it was on. the 


side of humanity. : oe 

Messrs, HUNTINGTON, EVANS, BERRIEN, MANGUM, 
WRIGHT, WALKER, TALLMADGE, BUCHANAN, 
MOREHEAD, BAYARD, CLAY, presented: memorials re- 
monstrating against the modification, amendment, or repeal 
of the Bankrupt law; which were referred to the Judiciary 
Committec. 7 ee 

Mr. HUNTINGTON presented a memorial from citizens of 
Hartford, Connecticut, against repeal òr postponement; andal- 
so one from the same State, asking that it may be repealed or 
modified. ‘ : : 

The PRESIDENT pro tem., laid before the Senate a com: 
munication from the Treasury Department, transmitting an 
account of the fund arising from the sale of lands under certain 
treaties with the Chickasaw Indians. ` 

On motion of Mr. KING, ordered to lie on the table. and be 

rinted. J 
Mr. EVANS presented a petition from citizens of Dubuque, 
praying the erection of a light-house: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce, É 

Mr. WRIGET presented a petition from Oswego, in the 
State of New York, asling for a repeal of the Bankruptlaw. 

Mr. BUCHANAN „presented two petitions from the city of 
Philadelphia, asking for certain amendments to the Bankrupt 
Jaw; and, if they should not be made, that the act be repealed. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of citizens of Pitts- 
burgh, in the State of Pennsylvania, praying that Congress may 
arrest the Compromise act of 1832, and take into consideration 
the subject of discriminating duties, with a view tothe protec- 
tion of home industry: referred to the Committee on Manufac. 
tures, k 3 

Mr, MILLER presented a petition from New Jers@y, praying 
for a specifie duty upon window glass, to protect the manufac- 
turers of that article from for. ign competition: referred to the 
Committee on Manufactures. ne A 

Mr. ALLEN presented a petition from Licking county, Ohio, 
asking for certain amendments to, or a repeal of, the Bankrupt 
law, 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE presented a petition from citizens of 
Michigan, asking for a repeal of the Bankrupt law. 

Mr. CLAY presented the resolutions of the General Assembly 
of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, upon the subject of the 
repudiation of State debts. He remarked that these resolutions 
hat been passed by the two branches of the Legislature unani. 
mously, and, as a consequence, with tke concurrence. of both 
parties; and as they expressed themselves very strongly in fa- 
vor of the preservation of good faith, and an honest discharge 
ofall the obligations of the States, he had the greater satim 
faction in presenting these resolutions, as the sentiments theres 
in contained were entirely coincident with his own. The reso- 
lutions were laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MOREHEAD presented the resolutions of the Legisla- 
ture of Kentucky, instructing their Senators to introduce, and 
endeavor toinduce Congress to pass,a resolution, requiring the 
Secretary of War to take steps to aecertain the number aud the 
names of the soldiers of the Revolution, and the times of their 
decease; and when the last of them shall have passed away, to 
report the fact, so that the President of the United States may 

„issue his proclamation, fixing the manner in which the people 
may do honor to the memory of the illustrious dead: referred 
to the sommige on Revolutionary Claims, and ordered to be 

Tinted, 

Mr. PORTER presented a memorial from citizens of Kala. 
mazoo, in the State of Michigan, asking an appropriation for 
the-consiruction of a harbor at the mouth of the Kalamazoo 
river; setting forth the necessity that exists, and showing what 
claims they have on the consideration of Congress. Mr, P. said 
that some time since, more property was lost ina single gale, 
than it would take to effect the desired improvement: referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on the Judiciary, re. 
ported a bill for the relief of Thomas Haskins and Ralph Has- 
kins; which weas read, and ordered toa second reading, and the 
report accompanying ordered to be printed. 

Mr. TAPPAN, from the Committee on Private Land Claima, 
made an adverse report on the petition of Wiiliam Walker. 

Mr. MILLER, from the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads, made adverse reports on the petition of Francis A. Har- 
ris, Daniel Murray, Isaiah Spencer, and Jesse Howard; which 

were ordered to be printed. 


@ Mr. MOREH EAD, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, re- 
port ack to the Senate, without amendment, the bil] for the 


relief of Jabal B. Hancock. 

Also reported back, without amendment, the bill for the relier 
of Nathaniel Pryorideceased, » 

Also, reported a bill for the relief of John C. Reynolds, which 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. CHOATE introduced a bill for the relief ef Thomas Her» 
ry Lardner and others, directors of an associated called the New 


England and Mississippi Land Company; which was read a 
first and second time, and referred to the Committee on the Ju- 


diciary. 

On motion of Mr. PRESTON, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to commn- 
nicate to the Senate what means haye been heretofore adopted 
by the Department to obtain meteorological observations at the 
military posts, and what future means may be adopted for this 
end, and corresponding with the interests of the army. 

‘Fhe unfavorable report of the Committee oa Claims, ch the 
petition of William P. Weils, was taken up and concurred in 
by the Senate, 


The Senate proceeded to the consideration, asin committee 
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of the whole, of the bill from. the 

repeal the ae ba he oe 
$ : BANKRUPT LAW. 

Mr. BERRIEN concluded his rémarks from yesterday, con- 

tending that there was nothing in gre objections urged: against 

the law: hy those who nein ip its repeal. He maintain- 


muse of Representatives to. 


ed firat, that the law is neither ingpracticable in its operation, 
nor inconveriient in its requiremgnts, beyond what any uniform 
bankrupt law, no matter how. modified, must necessarily be} 
next, that it 19 not partial, “or cagculated to operate more for the 
benefit of the debtor than fòr tye benefit of the creditor, and, 
next, that'so far from béingsingmorai and dangerous in its ten- 
denoy, it would, in effect, be. Much more moral, humane; and 
exemplary in its operation tan insolvent laws. Tt would, in 
the first case, be found easy of accomplishment when fairly 
put into operation; it would have the e(fectin the second case 
of protecting all the creditors of the debtor, by securing them 
an equitable share of the assets; and as the whole of the bank- 
rupt’s property was to be taken for this pro rata distribution 
amongst his creditors, they in reality were to be the beneficia- 
ries of the Jaw, and thé debtor was not to be the beneficiary till 
he had honestly, in good fai.h, surrendered up for his creditors 
the whole of his assets. In the third case, that, if the 
debtor was merely subjected to an insolvent law, his person 
only, and not his future acquisitions, would be freed from his 
creditors, and he would be driven to leada life of decep- 
tion and fraud to prevent his creditors from touch- 
ing the proceeds of his labor, demanded for the, sup- 
port of himself and familly; whereas, under the ope- 
ration of the Bankrupt Jaw, having performed an honest 
duty required ofhim by the law, he would be freed from any 
interruption to his future enterprise, industvy, and success; 
hence the morals and tie usefulness of the dvotor as regarded 
the community in which he lived, would be encouraged and 
promoted by the operation of the law. Under all those consi- 
detations, he (Mr. BERRIEN) was opposed to the repeal vf the 
act of the last session; but even. if he were not actuated by 
these considerations, he would be moved to oppose the present 
bill on the grounds of its impolicy and inexpediency pow. It 
would bea demonstration to the country of the instability of 
Congressional legislation. Anactsolemnly passed in asession 
almost but yesterday, was to be repealed to-day; presenting a 
spectacle of insecurity and instability in legislation, of the 
moat injurious and pernicious character. i 

Mr. B. having concluded, and no proposition being made to 
amend the bill, ic was reported to the Senate. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut obtained the floor; but yielded 


it to 

Mr, TAPPAN, who moved that the Senate adjourn, which 
was disagreed to. 

Mr. SMITI then proceeded in his remarks in favor of the 
pill before the Senaie. He remarked thatat least seven-eighths 
of the people of Connecticut are oppused to the law passed at 
the last session, in ita present shape. Taat Sate, hesaid, was 
opposed to covferring such a poweron the General Govern- 
ment, when it was first proposed in tho Convention which 
framed the Constitution. There was great unavimity among 
tho people of his State in opposition to the Jaw. ‘They are cre- 
ditors, and not to be benefited or injured by it, Therefore their 
opposition to it was founded on principle. 

Mr. S. confined his remarks principally to the retrospective 
operations of the law. - He denied the constitutional power of 
Congress to pass such a Jaw—and argued that no such power 
wasever vested either in the State or Federal Governments, and 
thatthe State Governments had no authori y to act upon the 
subject, unless it was conferred by the sovereign people. ‘The 
prohibition to pass ex post facto laws was engrafted on the 
Federal and State Constitutions, and was, he maintained, by its 
literal and proper signification, a conclusive inhibition to the 
exercise of aright to pass laws retrospective in theix operation, 
agin this case. That principle applied as well to civil as cri- 
minal laws. He argued at some length on this point, showing 
thatit was never intended by the framers of the Constitution; 
and it was never conceded by the Siates opposed to giving the 
power to Congress over the subject, that Congress should ex- 
ercise a power to pass a law subsequent to a transaction, to in- 
juriously operate on that transaction. The proper signification 
ofthe term ex post facto, when inserted by the framers of the 
Constitution, was that no provision should be embodied ina 
Jaw operating retrospectively, and affecting the rights of per- 
sons injuriously, The Supreme Court of the United States 
had, however, he said, applied a technical siznification to the 
term, and it was under that interpretation that it was now 
claimed that the power existed in Congress to pass a retrospec- 
tive act. Me contended thai the law-making power of the Go- 
vernment should not shape its action according to techaical 
rules, or erroneous constructions of an instrument by a tribu- 
nal which was irresponsible to the sovereign will. Ifsuch was 
the case, that tribunal would become the supreme power, not 
only to expound but to make the laws. The legislative branch 
of the Government, he argued, should, at the Constitution was 
their only legitimate rule of action, interpret that instrument 
for themselves. Give to it literal and strict construction, re- 
gardless of the interpretation of another tribunal. If they did 
not, they would become subservient to that tribunal, and in- 
calculable evilto the country would be the consequence. He, 
for one, denied the right of this judicial body to change, by 
construction of language, the manifest intentions of those who, 
in Convention, framed the Constitution. — i 

Mr. HUNTINGTON remarked that his colleague had stated 
his opinion that seven eighths of the people of Connecticut were 
unfavorable to the Bankrupt bilas itnow stood. This was a 
matter of difference between him and his colleague, who no 
doubt thonght he was right insubmitting such an expression; 
but, if that were the case, was it not strange that the peeple of 
that State had not forwarded an expression of their will in ac- 
cordance with the sentiments stared by his colleague? “Besides, 
the Legislature of Connecticut, having a knowledge of a for- 
mer vote of his, in favor of the Bankrupt law, had sealed their 
lips, and had not said a word upon the subject; but left him, as 
well as hiscolleague, to act according toa sound discretion: 
He had no doubt his colleague thought his opinion was correct; 
put so far as the memorials from that State were a manifesta- 
tion of the public will, it went to establish a different opinion, 
He believed the law was one correct in principie—was Just to 
the unfortunate debtor—was conservative of the interests of the 
creditor, and he should vote for ff, as he had done before, 
after an honest conviction of his judgment that it was right. 

‘Afterthe able speech of Mr. BERRIEN, he said, he had no de- 
sire to make any remarks on the merits of the bill, but would 
be gatisfied: to vote against it without further dékate, as he be- 


lieved were all those who were opposed to the repeal of the 
aw, = zy 

Mr. SMITH remarked that he did not, in the least, call into 
question the sound discretion of his colleague: and he con- 
ceived that he,as well as himself, could exercise their owa 


. Judgment.upon the question befure them. 


Mr. BENTON intimated his desire to address the Senate. 

Mr. BAYARD observed'tha!. although he was pleased with, 
the able argument of the Senator from Georgia, hé dissented 
from the principles embodied in thatargument, and his mind 
had, in consequence, undergone no change. He thought that 
those. who were opposedto the measure should have an oppor- 
tunity to explain tne grounds upon which their opinions were 
predicated; but, .ndt feeling disposed to ‘state his views at pres 
sent, he wou'd, for that. purpose, avail himselfof the first op- 
portunity that sheald be preseated. : 

Qn motion, 


‘a 


The Senate then adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
WEDNESDAY, Jan. 26, 1342. 

The journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

Mr. EVERETT rose and said that he bad been under the im- 
pression, at the time he had made his motion to priat the reso- 
lution of the gentleman from Kent y [Mr. MARSHALL] and 
to postpone the further consideration of the subject until Tues- 
day next, that that resolution had been accepted by the geutle- 
man from Virginia [Mr. Gruner] io lieu of bis resolution. 
From the reading of the Journal, such did not appear to be the 
fact. Andas it was not proper to cail upon the gentleman fram 
M:ssachusetts {Mr. Apans] to defend himself until it had been 
setdad specifically what the charge against him should be, he 
(Mr. E) wished to withdraw bis moton, 

Mr. WISE said that he would not consent, at this stage of the 
business, to yield the floor for any motion that could in any way 
affect the question before the House. 

The SPEAKER sail (hat the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
Wiss] would still be entided to go into the whole merits of the 
debate. 

Mr. WISE then 
motionof Mr. Evi 

And Mr. EVER 


PR 


pressed himself wiiling to yield for the 
cr. 

TT withdrew his motion, 

SURY NOTE DILL. 

Mr. FILLMORE r and, having been recognised by the 
Chair, appealed to Mr. Wise to waive bis right to the floor for 
the present, that the House might proceed to dispose of the 
Treasury note bill, "the of the Preasury was such as 
to demand action on the biii, whatever the result of that action 
might be. 

Mr. WISE replied that he presumed the Treasury note bill 
wouid lead to considerable debate. The remarics he had yet to 
make on the question before the Hor desirous to con- 
clude; and he did nat wish t 
ted to e'apse between the re 
he wished to make to-day iost his will and course of ac- 
tion, this auesuon of priv had been brought befor: the 
House; and now he could not allow himself to be deprived of 
his right to proveed, under any pretext. That wasthe question 
before the tlouse, and he claimed the floor. 

_The SPEAKER said that. the object of the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. FILLMORE} couid only be reached by a poste 
ponement of the order of business. 

_ Mr. FILLMORE inquited of the Speaker if it would he 
in order to move a postponement for to day, or fora longer 
time è 

The SPEAKER said the motion could only be received by 
general consent. 

Mr. WISE declined to yield the floor for the motion, ? 

Mr. FILLMORE asked Mr. W. to yield the floor until two? 
o’clack, i 

Mr. WISE said he preferred 


going on wiii his remarks 


now. 
QUESTION OF PRIVELEGE. N f 
The unfinished business of yesterday was the ri i 


offered by Mr. GiLmeRr, and which ts in the following 

Resolved, That, in presenting to the consideration 
Tlouse a petition for the dissolution of the Union, the mer 
from Massachusetis [Mr. ApaMs] hasjustly incurred the ¢ 
sure of this House. 

To which resolution, and as asubstifnte therefor, Mr. THo- 
mas F, Marswany had yesterday offered the following amend- 
ment: 

Whereas the Federal Constitution is a permanent from of 
Government, and of perpetnal igwion until altered or mo- 
rument; and the meme 
it paw. 
ohation 
on of that insira. 
cc, and the extine: 
. therefore, to the 


be 
ers from the same. 
of the Union ne 
ment, the overthrow 
tion of onriational ex 
Representatives of the pe ive the organic laws 
framed by their constituents, and to support which they com- 
manded by those constituents to he sworn before they can enter 
upon the execution of th i j d by itand 
entrusted te them, isa h privilege, a contempt 
offered to this Hous n ta the Legislature, 
and each member of it, to commit pry, q involving ne- 
cessarily in its execntion and Í quences the destruction 
of our country and the treason: 

Resolved, th 
meibder fr 


i 
p 


LUINCY ADANS, 


tian o tesa pe- 
tition pr offered the 
deepes member, an in- 
sult to the people s of which ihat House is 


the legisiative an, and 
pass unrebuked and ur 
try, through their Rep 
world, t 
Resolved, furiher, È 
for this insuti, the first of 
mien, and for the wound 
through his instrumentality, atthe Co on and existence 
of brs country, the peace, the ity, and Hberty of the peo- 
pie of these States, might well be held to merit expulsion from 
tie national councils, andthe House deem it an act of grace 
and merey when they only inflict upon him their severest cen- 
sure for conduct so utterly. unwortiy of his past relations to the 
State and his present position. _Thisthey hereby do for the 
maintepance of their own purity and dignity; for the rest, they 


be permitted to 
raced his coun- 


ed lo the Govern- 
permitted to be aimed, 


H 


{ 


ti 
ji 
yi 


\ 


| 


| 
| 


turn him-overto his own con 
true American citizens. : ast ` 
And the question being on the amendment- o 6-85. a3 
Mr, WISE resumed his remarks, and observed that. wher. 
the Iouse adjourned onthe previous day he had beew-examin«. 
ing the evidences, and they were many andsirong; which went” 
to show that English influence abroad was in league with the` 
same English influence at home to. dissolve. this Unioni that: 


science and the indignation òf alt : 


. . Pi X; 
` there was foreign conspiracy, aided by home agents, 10 effect & 


union between Abolitionists and. dissolutionists fn Hasicountry: 
Mr. W. said he now proposed to show tothe House, and that | 
on the highest authority, an authority which would nov: ba. 
questioned, that an American citizen had gone to England, and 
had there asked not merely British ‘countenance. and British 
prayers, but for British money also, to aid in cestreying the 
happy union of these Staics, The Rev. Mr, Gurley, the Secre+ 
tary of the American Colonization Society, a gentieman gene- 
rally known audrespected for his extensive learning, -his high 
and uubdlemished integrity as a man, and his devoted piety, as a 
Christian, both at home and abroad, had lately returned from a 
visit to England, which he had madeas an accredited: agent of 
thatsociety, and had. published to the world a report of that 
agency and of what he had witnessed both in England and 
Scotland. In that work, Mr. Gurley presented to his readers 
some specimens of the style of remark indulged in by Ameri. 
can citizens in what was called the World’s Anu-Slavery’.Con- 
vention, and at other recent meetings in Great Britain, with a 
view to show the temper of mind which distinguished those:in- 
dividuals. Mr. W. would read some extracts, in order to fur- 
nishan addiuonal proof of the existence of that English influ-, 
ence of which he had yesterday spoken; and, in connection 
with the extracis, Le might refer to'a note accompanying one of 
them to which thë name of the honorable gentleman from’ Mase 
sachusetts was signed. i : y 
Mr. W. first read from. the. speech of John G, Birney, esq: 
delivered iv the World's Anti-Slavery Convention,” held in 
London in June, 1841; and thea from another delivered-by the : 
Rev. John Keepof Ohio, in which that reverend gentleman 
spoke of hisowa dand as a “slave-cursed country,” and in: 
which he ex sed his hope of the aid of British countenance 
and prayers, and, if peed were, of British money also, in pro- 
secuuny their designs. The sentiments expressed in these 
speeches had beeu fully backed by speeches inthe same body 
froma Mr. Stanton, a Mr. Phillips, a Mr. Bradburn, and - 
others, specimens of wise effusions were also given in. Mr, 
Guricy’s book. Mr. W then proceeded to observe that he had 
yesterday spoken of certain emissaries of Great Britain to the 
United states; to-day he had to speak of American emissaries 
to Bngland, going there to beg for British mfluence, British 
prayers, and, if need should be, of British gold. Mr. W. said 
he dreaded this ominous alliance between the dissolutionists of 
this county and the Abolitionisis of England. He would now 
show the Louse that chia “iWorl?s Ovavention”? bad had its. 
ageats here in the United Sates as well as abroad. He held 
ia hig hand a we of a recent Governor of Virginia, his 
amiable and respected colleague near him, (My, Gromer,] to 
the Legislature of his native State, accompanied by a copy of 
the correspondence between the Executives of Virginia and of 
New York, and he read some extracts with a view to show that 
the body called the Worlkd’s Anti Slavery Convention its 
agents here in the midst of us. He quoted a passage in which 
Gov. Gilmer stated that he hal received, under the frank of a 
member now upon the floor, whose name he was not at liberty 
under the rules of order openly to give, extracts from the pror 
ceedings of the convention—o eofthe facts which went to prove 
that that combination of British Abolidonists had papers and, 
affiliated societies to aid and encourage them on this s-de of the 
water. Fn connection with (his subject, the late Governor had, 
with true wisdom and philosophy,discussed the proposal of Abo- , 
tition made by them to the people of the United States, and had 
very clearly and convincingly shown that the design of those 
who urged it was, while they gave personal -freedom to the 
slave, to inflict political slavery on the white man—to abolish 
black slavery that we might have in ite room that white 
slavery which was the lot of the serfs in some of the despotic 
European Governments and of the operatives and lower classes. . 
iu Great Britain, These benevolent. gentlemen asked us first 
to free our slaves, and then.to make slaves ofthe white popula- 
tion, by introducing among them that distinction which 
marked the systems of monarchical Governinents. Mr. W., 
observed that, wherever black slavery existed, there was found 
atleastan equality among the white population; but where it 
had no place, such equality was never tobe found. And that 
was the quesiion to which we must be brought atlast, Look 
at Encland, ile would not compare the white man of the 
North and the white servants there. or stop to show their ine- 
quality. ‘The principle of slavery was a levelling principle; it 
was friendly to equality. Break down s'avery, and you would 
wicn tse same blow destroy the great Democratic principle of 
equality among men. [A langh taone portion ofthe House.} 
Me, W. wouldappeal for our defence against this British Ab: 
olitionist-dissolutionist party tothe Democracy of the House, 
and would call upon them to maintain their great principle of 
equality. Ike appealed to thoxe who were often and well de. 
nominated the “hone and sinew” of the State, to maintain 
this equality among white men, and be would invoke them to 
beware Jest in the destruction of that distinction which the 
hand of Natnre herself had established between the black man 
o they should at the sama time destroy the equar” 
he had made between white man and white man. 
on to say, that it had been already seen- thata 
a flaor of that TYouse was an agent for the home 
las of the foreign operations of this anti: 
ation Naw. he invited them to look at some of 
vd been prodaccd. In response to: the closing 
yh Storge of whom he 


to 
sof America, whichadvi he I 
Torts to the coming Pres ential elestios; (and 
ow many gentlemen there Were here present 
contd not be affected by that eleciion,) they saw 
influence already unfurling the banner of the abo. 
solution party, anid nom inating candidates for Pre- 
sident President to, succeed the present incumbent; 
tba: y Mr. Birney, to whose speech he had already alluded, 
had been set up by Lhe @ritish societies tc be their candidate for 
President of the United Siates, and a certain T homas Mortis, ot 
Ohio, Jor Vice President. This Mr. Birney—of Pennsylva+ 
nia, ‘Fseyeral voices, “NO, no,” lof Massachusetts, then, [cries of 
cno,” Ja cosmopolite, then, I hear some gentlemen šay— and 
this Mr. Morris were thus set up in prompt response to the ad- 


ition and d 


4a 


+ 
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Vice of this foreign agent; and the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts himselt complained, in. a. noie quoted in. Mr. Gurley’s 

ook, that tlic abolitionists were becoming troublesome politi- 
eat candidates from their sabmission to test pledges, and weak- 
ening the infiuence of others in consequence. “Now Mr. W. 
insisted that this alliance between the dissolution and the abo- 
liton parties, between a party abroad anda party in our own 
bosom, was dangerous, and most especially dangerous at this 
particular time, above-all others. fle considered the present 
aga most critical juncture, in conseqience of our existing rela- 
tions with Great Britain; for the direct infiuence of this alli- 
ance was upon questions of peace or war. We were told that 
we dare not vindicate our rights against that haughty power, 
beqause a black army. was ready to march ‘upon us 
from Canada, and the treaty-making power of. our own Go- 
vernmient would immediately interpose. Whar, he asked, 
were the questions now open between Great Britain: and the 
voles States on which this influence had a bearing? They 
were— ` 

t: The question of the Northeastern boundary of Maine. 
Maine, he said, was the region of the “fierce Democracy” of 
the North. Muine had never supported the House of Brain- 
tree, (for there wasa place called Braintree as well as “a 
place called Accomas.’’) The House of Braintree had a heredi- 
tary. feud against the State of Maine; aad he would now say to 
the Democracy of the North, as well as to that of the South, 
that: it was not their property alone which this Abclitionist and 
Dssolutioniss party would be ready to surrender: no, they 
would be quite as ready to yield up to Great Britain a little bit 
of terra firma, England would be told, he presumed, by a 
representative of the house of Braintree, that the treaty-making 
power would be th own into the breach to prevent the neces- 
sity ofa war, toestablish the rights whether of the North to 

» their territory or of the South to their slaves, 

There was another question involved; and that was, the ter- 
ritorial occupation of Oregon. In reference to that subject, 
Mr. W. knew, and with s action bore witness, that the Re- 
presentative from Massachusetts, (Mr. Cusuine,] from whose 
svat he was, through his courtesy, now addressing the House, 
had done all that, asan American citizen, slatesman, and pa- 
triot, he was bound to do. We needed on the coast of the Pa- 
cific some commercial depot and some depot of arms; but the 
British lion was crouching there. That was one bone of con- 
tention between thetwo Governments, And what was the na- 
tion told by the English Amertean party on that subjec:? Mr. 
W. would cal! on Nantucket to aid him in strengthening the 
naval arm of the United states, by thé establishment of a naval 
depot for the whale fishery of New England, noras an aid in 
the convoy of slave traera, (as had been most wureasonably 
said in relation to the home squadron oa the Atlantic water.) 
but to aid in giving secucity tu the whale trade. But when it 
Was proposed to establish depots not merely at the mouth of the 
Columbia river, buta great way south of that. in the Gulf of 
California, what, he again asked, would be said by this Hog- 
lish party? Weshould be told that this was a mere scheme to 
aid the infargousslaye trade, by extending our dominion in tas 
Southwest; and they had rather submit to have the British lion 
repose in undisturbed security upon the territory of these 
States until he should gain a right of possession by mere pre- 
scription and the lapse of ime. The same mfluence would be 
exerted here against securing (he whale fishery in the Western 
seas, which amounted to not less than ten milions in value, 
that hat been made by the gentleman from Massachusetts 
against the establishment of a home squadron, 

[Mr Apams. A home squadron in the Pacific Ocean?) 

No: be tno such thing. But it had been asserted by that 
gentleman that ihs home squadvon on the Atlactic const was pros 
posed mainly with a view to Purch convoy to the vessels of 
slave trad aml it might justas well be asserted that the es- 
tablishinent ofdepots for the protection of Americinn commerce 
in the Pacific Ocean and the Gulf of California was to aid the 
slave traders, by extending our territory in the southwest, ‘he 
occupation of Oregon aught as well be said to be against 
Northera inflvence and Northern rights on the Pacific, as the 
establishment ofa bome squadron was said to be aimed against 
them ou tin Atlantic. Neither charge was true. The object, 
in both cases, was the advantage and safety of American com- 
merce. 

There was ayother international question over which this 
British and foroiga infiuence would be exerted with power 
against our own Governments and that was the right of search 
upon the coast of Africa. ‘This was an alleged right, in the 
maintenance of which the British Ministry seemed determined 
to persist, And what were our motives in resisting that deter- 
minadon? Ti ame which had actuated and animated us 


he golfs 
in our last contest with Bngland—the defence of “Pree Trade 
and Sallovs Rights? Was there no danger that this English- 
American party woull be ready to yield on this point also? 
Would they not submit to have our vessels searched by the 
armed naval power of Gr ain? Andif they did, what 
woull be the consegne nission of the right of 
Lolimpressment: the 
would involve the right of suspicion; 
and the right of suspicion would de followed by the right to 
raanacie our seamen, and drag taom away, lit irons, to Dart 
moor priscin 

Another question betwe 


n the two Governments was that 
which r ation of American property by the 
colonial & sof Great Britain. Phe iafunons minions ofa 
subəardinate British authority were to be allowed to myade the 
deck ofan Amerivan ship, to Ccoufiscate and set tree the slaves 
on uverd of her, t slaves being the property ofan American 
cilizen. Nos ce with pofttically ensiaving her own white 

jec Jamaica for ihe sake of acipatmg tueir slaves, 
alnably violating the far-famed and much lauded 
ution by depriving free Lorn Bridsh subjects of 


yea 
n 


Jovernment must nadertake also to emantie 
pata our slaves wherever she might happen to find them! Was 
this to be.tamely borne? ° 

Another qu 
of fugitives 

Another was the qu 
sy, on the ends 
trade. 'This was 


and had ence to the shielding 
waren : 
voived in the Chinese controver- 
t Britain in controlling the tea 
camfhome to New England. 

The question was whether, after having, by military violence, 
forced the poison raised in her enslaved dominions In India 
upon the quiet Chinese, she should assume to become mis- 
tress of the seas there also, and control the ports of that an- 
` Gient empire against the rest of the world? whether she was to 


houtany represemati-« voice to sapetion the | 


enjoy a monopoly not only of thé opium trade, but-of the tea 
trade also? d 

There wasa seventhquestion, and one of a most dangerous 
‘character; and that had respect to ovr relations with Mexico 
and Texas. Were these relations also to be regulated-by Great 
Britain? Was she to interpose and support military aggression 
upon unoffending’ American citizens? Were two sons of Ken: 
tucky to be shot in cold blood, because they were weary upon. 
their march as prisoners? Were the bans to be forbidden be- 
tween Texas and the United States by this same English party, 
lest the slaveholding portion of our territory should be extended 
beyond the Sabine? The foreign Abolition interest had poured 
into that House petition upon petition against the admission of 
'Pexas into the Union on that avowed ground; while at the same 
time the non-slaveholding section ef the Union might pushtheir 
vast boundaries beyond the Rocky Mountains? Must the slave- 
holding States be hemmed in by the banks of the Sabine, and 
see the immense preponderance of territory and population 
thrown into the hands of the Northern States, and thus have a 
foreign Abolition British American influence perpetuated against 
them forever? Meretofore the South had had a guarantee against 
this; and itstill had. 

He knew that up to this period, as the non-slaveholding popula» 
tion and territory extended, so had the slaveholding population 
and territory extended pari -passu with it. But now, while the 
Gulf of Mexico forbade their advance beyond the peninsula. of 
Fiovida,. the non-savoholding States of the North had a bound- 
less stretch of mountain and plain, and woods and streams, and 
towering rocks and farspreading prairies, which extended in in- 
terminable succession to the very shores of the Pacific Ocean— 
avast and boundless field in which to multiply their numbers 
and establish and extend thelr influence without let or impedi- 
went. Although at present the two interests stood in the Renate 
twenty-six to twenty-six, to-morrow that equilibrium mighe be 
destroyed. Trug, if Ilowa were added on the one side, Florida 
would be added on the other; but there the equation must stop, 
Let one mere Northern State be admitted and the equilibrium 
was gone—not fora fow years, but forever. The balance of 
interests was gone; the safeguard of American property, of the 
American Constitution, of the American Union, vanished into 
thin air. This must he the inevitable result, unless, by a treaty 
with Mexico, the South could add more weightto her end ofthe 
lever. Let the South stop at. the Sabine, while the North might 
spread unchecked beyond the Rocky Mountains, and the South- 
era scale must kick the beam. Oa this subject there was an 
accusation against the house of Braintree, of the truth of 
which he was not able to speak with certainty. It had 
been asserted, however, that long age--as long ago as the 
negotiation of the treaty between the United States and Spain— 
Texas, which then pertained to Loutsiana, had been surren- 
dered in exchange for the sandy and swampy penmsula of 
Florida. Whether the curtailing of Southern power had 
been even then an object in certam quarters, Mr. W. could 
not say. One fact, however, hid been brought out to view, 
(whether on good anchority or not he did not pretend to 
know,) that althongh there had been so much florid decta- 
mation jn a certain. sectior of this Union against Texas for 
refusing to abolish slavery within her borders, yetit now ap- 
peared that when Mexico emancipated her slaves, it was 
charged by a certain Secretary of State then in office as be- 
ing an act unfriendly to the United States, Mr. W. gave the 
name of the individual (but the Reporter could not catch it) 
on whose testimony this was sai} to have been lately disco- 
vered. Ina pamphiet recently put forth by that person, he 
had declared that, having had persenal access to the ar- 
chieves of Mexico, he there saw despatches from the Ame- 
rican Neeratary of Sate protesting aysinst that act of eman- 
ripation as anactuntriendiy to the United States. Mr. W. 
added something hers about the negotiations of the treaty of 

thent, which was tovimpertectly heard to be reported with- 
outhavzard. 4 angon was understood to he to courting 
Southern votes for the Presidency, bator tds the Reporter is 
not sure. m 

Tle next adverted to another epen question witha foreign 
power other than Great Britain, While Texas was no favo- 
rite with the Anglo-American Abolition Dissolution party, there 
was anoth yte which enjoyed the warmest beams of their 
favorable regard; he allededto oar black sister Republic of 
Hayti; and it was a great object with them to get her indepen- 
denee recognised by this Government, for the prrpase, he sup- 
posed, of seeing the Quashipoempo caricature, which had once 
created so much meriment in the Hali, actually realized. Yes, 
Quashipompe v himself ro be here, with his woolly head and 
his black skin, dressed ont in all the negro finery of his diplo- 
matic costume, as one of the foreign Ministers, and to attend 
the Presidents levees in solemn state. Ike would next waik jin- 
to this hall, and be introduced to Southern geatlemen here as 
their eqnal, if nota Hule more; and the next step would be that 
he must he receivedat our entertainments, and, asa high fo- 
reigu functionary, he must of course give entertainments in ro- 
turn. ‘This was the sort ofamalgamation so earnestly sought 


wi 
amateamation 
the Court. And he did not doubt. if Mon t Quashipompo 
should eater here with his crooked negro shins and his splay 
feet shining and glitteringin negro splegdor, and was to make 
his neero conser, there would instantly be some thirty or 
forty gentleman of that House who would be forward in 
showing him every mark of affectionate welcome and personal 
respect and reverer Was this to be tolerated? Was to 
endured -that an English influence wasto aided and abetted 
in roducing kere these practical tests cf universal eman- 
cipation? . 

Here, then, Mr. W. said, were eight et and delicate 
stions in the foreign intercourse of this Government, ail 
i dircet bearing on this fearful sub. The not 
eculotions; they were practical question ant 
whieh might or MIZAt not a sorne future day; 
o upon the docket now for trial jn the ereat court and 
af patinas. Uere he again rnitmated them. He 
J that they were questions of present interest, 
were developing themsel ve: i Vhat was 
cy? what was their political operation? What was 
the natnryal effect of this union ofa great English party with 
an Anglo-American party among ourselves? The gentleman 
from Massachusetts had disclosed what was to be one of their 
first movements, and what was i? At this cyltical juncture, 
wher we should be acting on the old and wise maxim, “in peace 
prepare for war,” that gentleman had declared we must have 
no homesquadron. Yes; the national defences were tq be op- 


ment so perversely made by the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts. x uae i ANTT ARLAN 
The squadron was. intended for any thing, but -th onvoy oF 
slave traders, He hoped the American navy, in every branch: 
of it, was intended lor the defence of the national property, Jr 
whatever it might consist, and of the national rigbts and bonor; 
and that, wherever the American flag floated. , There were-ob- 
jects of a domesticfcharacter connected with this home's vadron 
very different from the convoy of slave traders; it was for the 
tra‘ning of our seamen, officers, and sailors; it.waa for the 
sounding ofour coast and the survey and draughting of our 
harhors, and to keep those who were disposed to be drones in- 
the naval service hard at work: But this great and important 


interest, our national defence, was to be arrested and prostrated: 


by this English party, this foreign influence. Mr. W.“hesitated 
not to say that whoever could strike’ at this interest desired. to 
see our country left defenceless in case ofa. war.. We were 
to have no home squadron—no armed steamers}. oh, ho-they 
might prevent the tandi:.g of these Jamaica troops, and the 
pouring of them out upon our Southern plantations... Emanci- 
pation, emancipation by the aid of a foreign matitime’ power, 
was an object too dearly cherished, at home and abroad, to. be 
given.up by putting. the country ina state of defence.» This 
was the true meaning of the movement against: a home squa- 
dron, And he warned:gentlemon (here Mr. W’s voice sudden- 
ly suffered a syncope, and the sentence was. irrecoverably lost 
to the Reporter’s ear.) ork Sit meer ene 
Lie went on w say that atthis very moment there was.a:pro- 
position before iis county not only for a home squadron, but 
a proposition by the merchants of the country to imitate the 
policy pursued by England, and set afloat vessels on the lakes, 
the Mediterranean, on the Atlantic, on every sea, as far ag 
the people would- allow the. Government to go—vessela ca. 
pable of being armed, though not strictly vessels of war, and 
which should, when war should arrive, be ready to meet 
the marineof England as we met that marine in the last war, 
When our population had been but three millions we had 
proved ourselves able to achieve our independence. When. it 
was seven millions we carried to a guccessful. issue a second 
war for free trade and sailoi’s rights; and he was. determined, 
so far as his his efforts could go, that we should not -he.con- 
qured now when. our population had reached seventeen mil- 
lions. But those defences which British cannon had failed ‘to 
break down, were now to be broken down. by a British party 
influence; Go on, cried Mr. W. you shall-have your reward. 
Go on with this your moral treason, and carry it. go faras. to 
come within Chief Justic Marshall ’s decision in Burr’s case, 
and you shall get your hemp! England had: onenaval depot 
at Halifax aud she was making another in Bermuda. Such 
was the rumor. She was planting herself at both ends of 
our coast, at the North andat the South, But England must be 
suffered to go on and prepare her dock yards and her arsenals, 
and to establish one depot after another; she was to make- con" 
tracts to supply them, not only with her own citizens but with 
the merchants of Boston; she was to establish her lines of 
steamers, her mails were to touch from pointto point, and form. 
an unbroken line of speedy communication; every. thing was 
to be put in readiness to facilitate the approach of a combined 
force to act s'multaneously against the coasts of the. United 
States; but we—we were to do nnthing; we must have no home 
squadron, no naval depots, no steamers, nothing in the shape. of 
defence, lest, forsvoth, we should be providing defences ‘for 
slave property. p P 
Mr. W. said that, on a subject 8o vital and so general as this, 
he tsoked to the North as he looked to the South. : He häd as 
much confidence in the one as in the other, When wardid 
come, if come it must, the Kentucky sailor would meet the 
sailor on the Chesapeake, ani both would act with the sailor 
from New Bedford, and they would fight side by side to defend 
the common honor of us‘all, There were no dissolutionists 
in his section of the country. They werean unknown species. 
If they dared to show their faces in the South, as it seemed 
they did not blush to do inthe North, they would meet witha 
very speedy and a very summary disposal. Secretly, indeed, 
the emissaries of this British combination were no doubt ra- 


mified through every portion of the. country, but as-yet they : 


dared net. show their faces and avow their designs, 


Mr. W. said there were two modes in which our-Federal’ 


Union was to be broken. One was that he had just adverted 
to, the striking Gown of our national defences; and, while the 
South should be left defenceless, to excite insurrection, and 
then interpose with the treaty-making power. But there was 
another, in which the South was not merely to be abandoned to 
her fato, but was to be actually driven off, diiven away from the 
residue of the Union; and tiis was by the enactment of a high, 
onerous, unequal, oppressive, unjust, unconstitutional tariff, 
Oa this point there had already -been raised the invidious dis- 
tinction between free. labor and slave labor. Lord Palmerston, 
in his famous debate with the Tories of Ensiand, when they 
raised this cry of free against slave labor, had taught them the 
actual truth and philosophy of that cry, and bad exposed it to 
its merited contempt. Yet, in the face of that demonstration, 
we heard the solf-same cry raised by the Tory party en this 
side the water. If a war was to be encouragedin England for 
the sake of universal emancipation, and the English party here 
were to array themselves against ths system of national de- 
f-nces, what must be the consequence? How dangerous must 
the consequences be, not &ily tothe Union, but to this English 
American party itself? 

During the last war with England we had seen a party. in 
New England arry itself against its own Government because 
its peculiar local interests depended on the preservation of 
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peace. But how vast was the difference between the last war 
and that which was now to happen? The English party in the 
neighborhood of New England would again raise the blue lights, 
as they. did then, to guide the enemy’s fleet to our shores. But 
now this party would make war, not to defend their own pro- 
perty, butto attack that of their countrymen. At that day the 
country had but seven millions of inhabitants, yet the moral 
and physical strength of the nation had proved sufficient to put 
down the blue-light party, who were disposed to sue for peace 
with the enemy. And Mr.-W. had no doubt but that their suc- 
ceasors would be defeated, dishonored, and disgraced as they 
had been. The abolitionists and the dissolutionisis might 
again assemble at Hartford, and declare it against their reli- 
gious sense of right to go to war with England to defend slave 
property; but their fate would be the same as had in religious 
retribution overiaken their predecessors—to be hated—to be 
ever after suspected—to become a by-word—and, he would not 
say, to be politically damned in the miads of all true-hearted 
Americans and of their descendants. 

Mr. W. had thus far been speaking of Great Sritain as of an 
enemy of the United States. He didnot wish to be mistaken. 
That England was grasping in her policy; that she was Tory in 
her policy just now; and that she might plead the pretext of a 
fiery, religious, fanatical fury to assail the real interests of the 
United States both here and in her own domicions, he did not 
doubt. Bathe was net one who either hated or dreaded Great 
Britain, From England and from Scotland he derived every 
drop of the biood in his veins. From that fatherland we ds- 
rived our laws and literature, cur language and our religion; it 
was the lend of Shakspeare, of Milton, and of Locke; it was 
moreover, the landof magna charta. Ile loved her, honored 
her: he loved her arts; he loved her learning; he was proud of 
his descent from her: but he hated Rngtish arrogance; he hated 
English selfishness; he hated English ambition. He he!dit our 
true policy to encourage the most friendly intercourse with 
her, aad he felt disposed as a man to add to that feeling of 
friendship a feeling even of veneration. Buthe, fur one, would 
say that, if a war with England must come-—if such a war was 
necessary to revive among usan American feeling, the old spi- 
rit of American pride and independence—he cared not how 
much blood and treasure it might cost. Let war come, rather 
than that we should rust in peace and suffer an English party to 
destroy the institations of our coantry. Yes, let the war cry go 
forth. Again he wouldsay that, if a war with England was 
necessary,and nothing else would do to awaken and revive that 
American pride and love of country which had achieved our 
independence, the sooner 1t came the better. Let it come, and 
we wouldsoon teach the English party—the abotition dissolu- 
tion party at home and abroad—that, though they might suc- 
ceed in leaving the land defenceless on its coast, we had still our 
mountain fastaesses, our hill and rocks, to fly to; we had sulla 
country to love and a people to defend it. They would soon 
find that it was not here as in Franes—that a revolution in Paris 
_was a revolution through the empire—thit Paris was France 
and France was Paris. No; we would teach them that, could 
they take and hold every city along the seaboard, they had the 
nation yet to subdue; and by-the time they had succeeded in 
harassing the South with their black foreign regiments, they 
would find it high time to leok out for themselves in Canada 
against the progress of the free white forces of a brave and an 
outraged people. Peace with England was no doubt our true 
policy; but if we could not maintain peace without degrada- 
tion, it was our true policy no longer. 

Mr, W. said he had hitherto been speaking against the danger 
of foreign influence. But, letit be remembered that the voice 
ef that Farewell Address, which Washington bequeathed as his 
last legacy to his beloved country, warned us no less against the 
dangers of sectional influence. It. warned us against the rui- 
nous consequences of arraying the North against the South—the 
Hast against the West. Yet, what had we seen in the very 
teeth of that Address, selemnly read inthis Hall? A delibe- 
rate proposition to separate the Northern from the slaveholding 
States of this Union! A petition, asking not merely for asepa- 
ration of this blessei Union, but denouncing—in the most of- 
fensive and irvitating terms—denouncing slavery, as a despo- 
tism which ought to be destroyed by the forcible interposition 
of the Federal Government! A petition which asked the re- 
sidue of the Union to unite against thirteen of their sister States, 
united with them under one Constitution! Did he ever expect 
to live to hear that Farewell Address of Washington denounced 
here, or else where, asa “gag? Yet when Mr. W. had demand. 
ed_ that it be solemnly read for our monition and instruction in 
this Hall of the National Legislature, that its warning voice 
might be suffered to be heard against the first attempt to dis- 
solve the Union, the voice of the gentleman from Massachusetts 
had been heard, exclaiming against itasa“Gacl!? After this, 
he would ask how much weight was due to that oft-repeated 
humbug cry of “gag—gag?’ Be it remembered in the North 
—hear it the South—and all the isles of the sea—that when 
Washington’s Farewell Address was in the course of reading in 
the American House of Representatives, it was bitterly de- 
nounced by an ex-President of the United States asa “gag!?? 
[Cries of “no, no, he did not say that.”] But I say, exclamed 
Mr. W. it was so: I heard it with these ears. 

Mr. ADAMS here interposed, and said that on this point the 
gentleman was mistaken. When the Clerk, in reading from 
the Address, came to that clause in which the Father of his 
Country called upon his countrymen to*frown upon the first at- 
tempt to dissolve the Union, Mr. A had said, “you onght 
to have thought of that at the time you put on the “gag.” 
And now the gentleman might g» on ath's own discretion. 

Mr. WISE resumed. He should not so far imitate the ex- 
ampleso often set by the gentleman from Massachusetts of go- 
ing on after he had been corrected in point of fact, jnst as if no 
correction had been made. Mr. W. had been mistaken: and he 
was glad to find that he had been in error; and that even that 
gentleman’s passions were 20 far under his control that be had 
not been guilty ofthe indecency hehad supposed. Mr. W. had 
heard, in his seat, the word “gag?—of that he had been very 
sure; butit appeared that he had not heard what preceded, the 
Clerk’s voice being nearer to him than the gentleman’s. The 
gentieman from Massachusetis was usualiy surrounded by such 
a crowd and such a buz that it wa’ difficult for those at a dis- 
tancealways to hear him, with accuracy. Mr. W. was ofen 
not heard even at the Reporters desk. 

Yet he had not been surprised at what he supposed he had 
heard; because the Union of these twenty-six happy indepen- 
dent sovereign States was a much more sacred thing than Wash- 
ington’s Farewell Address, sacred as that was. The thing 
Washington had recommended, looked for, hoped for, longed 
for, prayed for, was surely more sacred than the address 
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which recommended his countrymen to preserve that thing. H 
it was an act unholy, partaking of sacrilege—an act irom which 
the gentlenian shrank with horrors-to denounce the address, 
oh! how could he ask, es a son of one of the venerable patriots 
of the Revolurion—an oid man—one who had himseif looked 
upon Washington and heard his living voice—one who had 
served his country well, and in return been well treated by that 
countryhow could he bring himself to contemplate the dis- 
solution of this Union, which Washingtoa loved so well? 
How could he. think for a moment on the destruction of the 
work of his hands, when be could not bear the thought of even 
speaking disrespectfully of his farewell address? Was not the 
gentleman trifliog with things toosacred to be trifled with? 
Wag ot this Union a thing too valuable, not to us alone, but 
to all. the natious of mankind—to every subsequent age of the 
world? Was this to be hazarded for such an object as attacking 
the slavebotders of the South? Great God! how could men 
become so filled. go possessed with one idea, as to lose sight of 
the greatest blessing of Heaven, and sacrifice the dearest inte- 
rests of man, forseine poor, petty, unworthy, miserable end? 
Notonly had the gentiernan sought to array thirteen States 
vinst thirteen Staies—the South against the North and the 


North agaiast the South—but he had set the North agaiust the 
North. 


He denounced the friends, Mr. W, would not say of 
h, but of the Constitution; for he did thein the justice 


voied for 
to uphold the Union—who 

relr oaihs-—who had been governed 
rged Jove forthe whole country, and not for a part 
only—men whohad Deen actuated by izelings of true philan. 
thropy, and had sought to preserve the greatest temporal bles- 
sing ever conferred on mankind—these—his own Northern 
brethren—ihe gentleman had. denounced as “eae politicians?” 

Mr. W. here paid some very lofty compliments to Mr. PROF- 
FIT, but as that gentleman sat next to him, and Mr. W. directed 
his voice to him alone, much of them was Jost save to (he gen. 
tlemnan himself. The words “brother patriot and “brother 
bondsman” reached the Reporter’s desk, 

There were men who went for the Union; they were true 
patriots They cherished this Union as going to subserve all 
the ends, aims, and interests of human liberty. Whether they 
approved of slavery ar not, Air, W was bound to return them 
his acknowledgments. As long as slavery exisied in the jand, 
and the preservation of the Union depended on observing in 
regard to it the guarantees of the Constitutioa, they were bound 
to preserve these guarantees, be slavery right or wrong. And 
should England dare to set her foot on the North or the North- 
west—if she laid her lHon’s paw on one negro of the South, he 
demanded restitution or compensation, or he went for war. 
Was this country in her foreign relations to be governed by the 
will and wishes of one section alone? Were we to go to war 
forthe property of sone of the Srares and ant for the property 
of others? sAsr: gn Governments all was properly 
alike, whether it was the wheat of Pennsylvania, the tobacco of 
Virginia, the Manufactures of New England, o a negro be- 
longing to a citizen of the Southern States. Whatever was on 
the deck ofan American. ship and under the protection of the 
American flag, must be recognised and respected as American 
property, and that flag must be its protection, or war must fol- 
low, And here let him say to the gendeman from Massachu- 
setts, if we allowed England to trifle with our flag once, to 
touch American property in one place, we should soon teach 
her that she might take it in al} places and atall times. If this 
thing was tolerated because the property was owned in the 
South, it would soon be repeated on the property of the North; 
we should soon cease tobe that proud independent nation we 
have hitherto been, and should retrograde step by step ull we 
returned to our colonial vassalage. 


Now, what was the question before the Honse? It was this: 
Whether we would print, publish, and postpone, as worthy of 
future and deliberate discussion, a proposal for the dissolution 
of this Union, 


And was the gentleman from Massachusetts to be indulged 
in a tirade against one particular section of this Union, not for 
the benefit of any other section of it, but for that of every foreign 
despotic power? The House had done move during the three 
last days (and perhaps this day also) to injure our free institu 
tions and our national credit abroad than ever had heen done be- 
fore since the foundation ofthe Union. Our enemies—the ene- 
mies of free Government—had been writing and predicting that 
the union of these twenty-six free States never could stand— 
that it must fall; and they had been exerting a corresponding 
influence with a view to destroy it. They looked at every un- 
favorable occurrence and exclaimed, “Ah! we said so! See 
here! Seethere!? Every popular outbreak that took place 
in any portion of this wide land, though not to compare to what 
was continually happening in Ireland, or evenin the manufac 
turing districtsof Engiand, ov in France, under the bayonets of 
a standing army, they hailed as the approach of what they so 
much longed for, and cried out, “See, the Union is dissolving 
like snow before the sun!” It would be toldin Europe with ex- 
ultation that the Ex-President of the United States had brought 
forward a proposition to dissolve the Union, and had serisusly 
proposed to discuss it. What! had not enough been done 
already to disgrace our creditabroad? He was bcund with sor- 
rowtoadmit the fact. Wad nat enough and more than enough 
been done by professed friends of the Union to disgrace it before 
the world by breaches of public and of private faith? Bur what 
must be the effect of such an announcement on the already 
prostrate i credit ofour country? Was it not ensugh to alarm 
the money-lenders of Eurove to hear that a proposition had 
been allowed to he introduced into the legislative hail to dis- 
solve the Union? Would they not very naturally conclude 
that our Government was fast tumbling into ram? What bet- 
ter than madn s i: seriously to entertain a proposition like 
this? 

But the gentleman from Massachusetts told the House that he 
did not himself move to dissolve the Union, butto direct a com- 
raittee to make a report, assigning reasons Why it was Mot expe- 
dient to do that just at present. And this was his defence! A 
committee to assign reasons why the Union need noi j 
dissolved ! Why this was part of the wickedness of i heme, 
and this very teatnre of the conspiracy-in which its sublimity 
consisted, was to be admitted as the gentleman’s deience! Why 
the gentleman had. for a long timé, succeeded in persuading 
members of tkis House that he was against abolishing slavery 
in the District of Columbia: he had actually kept up that im- 
pression for along while. But the gentleman had been on that 
point just as he was on this. He wasall the while aiding, in 


ard for their 


the. most effectual way, the scheme of. abolition, justas hawas 
now aiding as directly the conspiracy for dissolution. 

The gentleman’s doctrine was, “Not yet, not yet; waita little 
longer; keep up the excitement; agilate—agitate; ` keep the 
slaves in this District, like mice ina receiver, to’ make experi- 
ments with; mate a further experiment in religious. zeal; ‘try. 
how foreign influence wil} work; bold on to the bone of conten- 
tion; agitate—agitate.”” This was the. gentleman's policy.” His 
cry was, “Not now; and that was the worst feature in the pro 
ceeding. If he had spoken out boldly, like a man, and said, 
Dissolve—and dissoive Now—le would have met une universal 
feeling of indignation in every bosom, and in every eye—and,he 
knewit. But no—not naw—azgitate a liule longer; and by de- 
grees the idea will grow familiar, and the spiricof the people 
will be subdued. fe avowed his purpose not to dissolve now; 
bat, if they of the South should continue to defend themselves 
by parliamentary rules of proceeding, then--— 

Myr. W. said, further, that-at the proper time he should ask to 
be excused irom voting on the regnlatv‘onof censure. He had 
formerly excepted against the gentleman from: Massachusettsas 
a judge when he sought a trial; and he should now decline vot- 
i a judge on that gentleman. The gentleman had brought 
If into his present situation; he had no one to blame for it 
hat himself, if he had been the subject of animadversion either. 
by Mr W. or oihers, He it was who was the subject-matter of 
this whole preceeding, and of course ihe remarks of those who 
took part in it musi be somewhat personal. Mr. W. could 
have wished to be spared the painful task of speaking of the 
gentiemsn either in p orcensure, Personally Mr. W. had 
not censured him; nolitically he had. Ifhe had used any seves 
tity. it had bees directed exclusively against the genUeman’s 
political course, “If, in an assembly like this, some wild brute 
should be let loose, every one knew what their course must be— 
either to kiil or to cage him. Ifhe heard ofa phrensied wretch 
running a muck, asit was caled, striking at and destroying all 
he met, there was cutone thing to be done—the unhappy being 
must be: killed, even though his rage proceed from mania, ` If 
an imbecile assaulted one, he might be handled moliter manu, 
and thus restrained. But should the offender be found wrapped 
in the panoply of age, of station, or even of imbecility itself, still 
if he were capable of meechief, and purposed mischief, and 
was desperately avd wickedly bent on mischief, we forgot bis 
age, and thought only of the Interests to be endangered, If he 
were old and respectable, and even venerable, and yet through 
monomania should be found administering poison or applying 
the torch of the incendiary, how old or how venerable soever he 
might be, he must be met,and the mischief, if posssible, pro- 
vented. 


It was in this light that Mr. W. viewed the honorable gentle. 
man from Massachusetts. He did not wish to be understood as 
comparing iim witheither of these supposed persons; he dis- 
claimedit. ‘Phe gentleman was honored, time-honored, hoary 
—bu: he could net add, with wisdom. The gentleman. had 
immense power, the power of learning, tbe power of station, 
the power of farne, the power of age, the power of eloquence, 
the power of the pen, and any man was greatly mistaken who 
should say or think that that gentleman wasmap. The gentle- 
man might. say with an Apostle, “Lam not mad, most noble Fes- 
tus,” though be could not add, “but speak forth the words of 
truth and soberness.” AN who knew bim would say he was 
not mad. Ina political, not in a personal sense, Mr. W, would 
say, and with entire sincerity of heart, the gentleman was far 
more wicked than weak, A tniechief might be done by him; 
Mr. W. believed he was disposed to do it, and would wield his 
immense intellectual, moral, and political power to effect ‘it. 
That mischief was the dissolution of this Union, and the agent 
of that dissolution, should it ever he efficied, Mr, W. did in his 
heartbelieve would be the genueman from Massachusetls. 
Governed by bis reputation, by his habits, by all considera- 
tions arising from the belief of personal wrongs, his passions ` 
were roused, and his resentment and bis vengeance would be 
wreaked on the objects of bis hatred if he could reach them. 
If this state of mind were monomania, then it was hereditary: 
no matter what might be its cause, it was dangerous—deadly. 
The gentleman wasastute in design, obstinate and zealous in 
power, and terrible in action, and an instrument well fitted to 
dissolve the Union. Although Mr. W, could uot givea. direct 
vote on the resolution, he believed it his dury.to his consti- 
tuents to express this as his sincere and deliberate opinion of 
that gentleman, .Nor did he believe it was his own opinion 
alone, but the opinion of many ovhers in this tall, and of thou- 
sands out of it, 


That one should so have outlived his fame! that one who 
had served bis country so Jorg should almost cancel ber debt 
of gratitude forall his many services! it was very giievous: it 
was grievons to be compelled to speak this of an old man—of 
one who had reachedeven a bigher piace in the honors of his 
country than his father--one who ought now to be the father 
of that country —against whom no one would or could utter a 
derogatory word—to whom ihe young should ge to learn les- 
sansof wisdom and patriotism—who should be teaching the 
precepts of the great father of his country—who had seen his 
glorious countenance and heard him speak, y * i 
Oh! the contrast! To think of the veneration, the bonor, the 
reverence with which bis person might have been loved ‘and 
cherished—the weight that would have attached to every word 
he uttered, so that the moment he rose tospeak every breath 
should be hushed, and that vast Rall be silent as the romb—to 
hink how he would navet ked withaweapproach- 
j 3 beund this age to the Revolu- 

rof the House endeavor to 
hi thus have been—and then 


RUE 
vhat 


he was? Oh. ! no, no, 
no. no. The gentleman from Massachusetts possessed a 
brighter imagination than Mr. W.—let him paint to himself 
the contrast between what he might do, and what he was now 
doing. All be could say was, to thank God that the. gentleman, 
ereat ashe was, neither had, ror was likely to have, sufficient 
infinence to ite a spirit of disunion throughout the land. 
Mr, Ws reliance was on the public virtue. They would Jearn 
Ike gentieman’s object with a regret such as none could feel 
butthose who loved. their country as did the people of this 
Union. The genlleman was politically dead; dead as Burr— 
dead as Arnold. The people would look upon him with won- 
der; would shudder, and retire. l 
Yet good might come out ofall this. Kt would show to the 
North generally the real character of thatinfluence which was 


sy 
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at workin the midst of this land, and the true-tendency-of the 
principies of that gentleman and his associates, 2 

The. gentleman had expressed his surprise to- see. an objec- 
tion tothe memorial come fr. m him, - 

iMr. Apans, (with vehemence,) No, sir!] 

Well, “from that quarter,’ was, perhaps, the expression. 
In reply, Me; W. would say that he was more surprised to 
hear such a thought uuered ii regard to himself. AR who 
knew him knew that-he had ever been, whether inthe South 
or the North, a sirenuoug advocate for the perpetuity of this 
Union. i ; j A 

The question on the petition itself was a distinct question 
from-that onthe resolution ofcensure, On the former question 
Mr. W. should vote; and he should takea course on that sub- 

ject which wasdesigned to try how many friends upon that 
floor the Union actually had. With his consent there should 
no motion be made to lay the question of reception.on theta- 
ble, bat the naked question of reception should itself be put to 
the House. Let it come to each man, “Will you receive such 
a peution?” The genifeman should be put to the west if Mr. 
W. could effect that object. He wanted to see a test on this 
subject, not among the peuple, but among politiciens, He 
wished to put themin a predicament ia which, ifthey voted to 
receive thismemorial, (hey should take the consequences for all 
time to come; or, if they yefusedto receive it, to tell him on 
what ground they could ever hereafter vote io dissolve the 
Union. Here was the true line between the right of peticion 
andthe rightof legislation; and in the great ardor in behalf 
of the one, the other seemed to have been almost entirely for- 

otten 
£ With these remarks, Mr. W. had done with the subject for- 
ever. He left itto the louse to decide what course _they 
would pursue with the gentleman (rom Massachusetts. 

Mr. W. having concluded— : 

Mr. UNDERWOOD rose and was recognised by the Spea- 
ker; but 

Mr. ADATS rose and said, he desired tosay a very few words. 
He wished to make a preliminary point. Hè questioned the 
right of this louse to entertain the resolution of the gentleman 
from Kentucky, (Mr. ManrsHapu,] and he called upon the 
Speaker to decide that question, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD claimed the floor; but yielded it on the 
jntima‘ion from the SPEAKER that Mr. Apams had risen to a 

oint of order. ` 

The SPEAKER here also intimated to Mr. Apams that here- 
after the Chair would entertain no point oforder that was not 
reduced to writing. The determination ofthe Speaker had not 
any particular reference to the case ofthe gentleman trom Mas- 
sachusetts, (Mr. Anams} but was intended as applicable gene- 
rally to all points‘of order for the future. 

Mr. ADAMS said he was glad the speaker had come to that 
determination. Ho (Mr. A.) thought he had once or twice 
called upon the Speaker to have pomts of order reduced to 
writing, aml the Speaker had said be wauh not gratify bins 

The SPEAKER said he would stato to the gentleman that 
it was his privilege to have the question of order reduved to 
writing, i 

The point raised by Mr. ADAMS was then reduced to writ- 
ing, and is in the following words: 

“Mr, ADAMS makes the point of order, whether the Fouse 
has the rightio-entertain this resoluiton, because it charges him 
with crimes of which this House has no jurisdiction; and 
because ifthe House entertain the jurisdiction they deprive 
him of rights secured to him by the Constitution of the United 
slates,” G 

Which having been read-— 

Mr. ADAMS asked that the resolutions of the gentleman 
from Kentucky (Mr, Marsau) tnightbe read, inasmuch as 
they charged him (Mr, A.) inthe first place, with subornation 
of perjary; and, iu the second place with high tr ason. 

And the preamble aad resolutions of Mr. APARSHALL having 
been again read— 

The SPEAKER said he considered the gentleman from 
Massachusetts (Mr, Anas] as addressing a question to the 
Chair rather as Makinga point of order. I: was an in- 
quiry of the Chair(as a point of order) whether the House had 
or had notthe power to entertain tbe resolutions of the g 


gentle- 
man irom Kentucky. he Speaker would state, as he hal se- 


td not 


consideration of the Hous agent propo- 
sition, the Speakerdid not and would not decide that the H 
hata right to entertain i, That question was now befo 
House, and the House would determine, as a question of privi- 
lege, whether they would entertain or consider these resolu- 
tions or not. The decision belonged to the House, and not to 
the Speaker. : 

Ate. MASON of Ohio rose and addressed the Chair. 

Mr. ADAMS said ho hoped he would nat again be interrupt- 
ed. He had been put down enough in this House, and he hope 
he would new be permitted to say what he had to say. 

Me. MASON sisia—- 

Mr. ADA det 


quiry, as the Bpeaker or the 
ansider it, the sixth article amen- 
he United States 


„byan im jury of the 
eshall have been committed, which 
i duy law, ard to be 
sation; to be con 
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ance uf co 
` as which, in či- 
iwo crimes—the crime of subor- 
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I say I am cha 
of perjney 
upon that foun \ solutions come—ihe 2 
to say, the House having d ed, baving wied me, and havit 
found me guilty, therefore comes the resolation for my punis 
ment. 


rect terms, 
nation of pè 


and MARSHALL. 


Mr. A. proceeded. 
the two ¢ 


There is a little of the bathos in this; for the geneman 
pays, after having charged me with these two crimes, and call- 


ing upon the House to decide against me—whether with tial or 
--without—he says the House might well.expel me. ; 
The SPEAKER hereinterrupted Mr. ADAMS with the inquiry 
whether he had acquiesced inthe decision of phe Speaker, or-had 
taken an appealtherefrom. _ : 

Mr. ADAMS. Ifthe Speaker thinks proper to decide that the 
yesolutionis notin order, and the Mouse acquiescesin that deci- 
sion, the thing isdone—there is an endofit. -T do not want to 
consume time unnecessarily. But if the Speaker is to decide 
that the matter is to b> left to the decision of the House, I must 
proceed in my remarks. I do not wish to dictate tothe Spéaker; 
but in my opinion the Speaker ought not to have received the 
yesolution. I believe it was his duty to have said; “at the very 
instant the resolution was offered, that it was not in order; that 


less to punish me for. “And L now say to the House, that they 
have ho right to entertain this subject, or to pass sentence upon 
me; but that it is their duty to dismiss it, with the contempt it 
deserves. | - 

i} The SPEAKER again inquired of Mr. Avams what was the 
position he had taken? ` 

Mr. ADAMS was understood to reply, that. the Speaker hav- 
ing decided he would not determine the question subm:tted, he 
(Mr. A.) must proceed. i 

She SPEAKER. Does the gentieman appeal from the deci- 
sion of the Chair? 

After a brief conversation— 

Mr. ADAMS proceeded. F propose to address the House on 
the ground that they have no jurisdiction in the case; that they 
cannot try the cu'prit, still less can they punishhim, The pre- 
amble charges two crimes, one of which being capital, the life 
ofthe party accused 1s at stake; and the other as gross aad ag- 
gravated asit could be if it were capital; and, therefore, the 
House could expel me. This is the òathos of the proposition. 
If I were guilty of these two crimes. 

Mr. SAUNDERS rose to a point of order. 

Mr. ADAMS. Am I. after two days have heen occupied — 

The SPEAKER, (addressing Mr. Sauvpurs.) The gentle- 
man wil] reduce his point oforder to writing. 

Mr. SAUNDERS proceeded to submit that the gentleman 
from Massachusetts was addressing the House out of order. 

Mr. BRIGGS demanded the doint of order to be reduced to 
writing. 

Some conversation followed, when 

Mr. ADAMS proceeded. 1 didnot make this point of order 
yesterday, because F was, in fact, tried, so far as the proceed. 
ings went, without knowing what the charge against me was. 
Iwas not permitted to read the resolution; it was spruug sud- 
denly upon me; and: there was a determination to decide the 
caseimmediately. The Speaker himself inumated to me that 
if I desired to say any thing in my defence, I must do it sow, 
J made what defence I could at that time, without knowing 
what the charge was; but when T came to read the resolution 
in the newspapers, i found that a charge of two crimes, awong 
the gravest that can be commited by man, weve made against 
me, and one of them, as Ihave said, involving the forfeiture 
of my life. It seemed to me that this was not the proper tri- 
bunal, and I thought it was the duty of the Speaker to have stop- 
ped the thing instantly. Idid notthis morning make the pro- 
position, because I desired that the gendeman from Accomac 
(Mr. Wise} should have an opportunity to pour out his whole 
mind—the whale volume which he has been treasuring up and 
accumulating for two or three years past, which he has so often 
manifested a disposition to disgorge, and which, finally, he has 
had an onnortunity of doing to the utmost extent of his power. 
Tie has dene so. 

T propose to say bui little in reply to bim os this subject. T 
propose not to enter into the history of my life from the time I 
was in the cradle up tothishour; to ransack every thing, good, 
bad, and indifferent, have ever done, and to put the wors: con- 
struction upon it. Lrepeat, I have very lide to say in reply 
to all that. Taim unwilling to occupy the tine ofthe House with 
myself or my own history in any shape or form; and it is most 
| relnetanily that Tam compelled to do so. 

i 
[i 


The geatleman asked to be excused from voting, becanse, 
he says, on a former occasion he excepted to me as his judge; 
and, therefore, it was just and fair that I should except to him- 


Tsay, an occasion, about four or five years ago, of 
a trial in this House ef a member of the House for crimes, 


li ‘Phere came to this Hause then aman with his hands and 


| face dripping with the blood of murder, the blotches of which 
were yet hanging upon him; and the question was put, upon 
| the prop: nof those very Democrats to whom be has this 
i day rendered the tribute and homage of his thanks, that he 
e tried by this House for thatcrime—the crime of mur. 
, Loppased the trial of that crime by this House. The 
ouse thought proper to refer the subject toa committee, and 
that committee reported—I am not sure thatit was an expul 
sion; f think not. The report, if fT recollect—(and I should be 
ad to hear it iff am to answer upon the resolution of the gen- 
nan from Virginia. {Mr. Girarern,] which. as I have said, I 
nose to be the only ene on which the House can act, be- 
use the House wili see what was done ona former occasion 

a J ht np for triah—that report, Ethink, 
guilty 
shed, becatise he 
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| V have the right ofa sneedy end public trial. by an 
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committed—that they should be confranied with the wim 

against them—that they should have the benefit of compulso 

process to obtain witnesses in their own behalf, gnd that they 
should have the oid of counsel in their cause. 

I was willing that the parties to that atrocious crime should 

| be sent to their natural judges—io have an impartia? trial—and 


it charged crimes which this House had no right to try, much ` 


Pere enna 


that the action of this House, either by. expulsion or otherwise 


by censure, should not take place.. I expressed that opinion in 

this House, and I expressly and strongly opposed its action; and 
itis very probable that saved this blood-stained man fromthe 
censure of the House at thattime. I contributed as much aa I 
possibly could to that end; and I wish, if am to be called upon. 
to answer for. crimes before this House, or even to.answer ona 
charge of contempt, that the precedent should be recurred to—_ 
that the facis which took place. then should be brought fresh to 
the memory of the members of this House. oy ae 

The report of that committee was net finally acted upon; and 
by its not--being finally acted upon, the maa of whom I speak 
escaped all punishment from the House, although his hands. 
were reeking with the biood of murder; and that, tov, the. mur: 
der ofan associate brother member of this House. mae 

Mr, WISE here rose arid interrupled Mr. ADAMS. tt 

Mr. ADAMS. AA! Does the gentleman rise to a point. of 
order? R f ae TS 
Mr WISE (addressing the Speaker) said he rose to inquire of 
the Speaker whether his (Mr. W’s) character or conduci was 
involved in the issue before the House, and whether it was in 
order for the member from Massachusets (Mr. Avams) to 
charge him with the crime of murderyand with betag stained 
with innocent blood? - A charge made by a man who had—and 
he appealed tothe members who were present at the time to 
confirm the statement~-cefended him (Mr. W ) from the charge 
on the floor at the time, and not upon any technical grounds, 
but upon the merits of his case and conduct. And who.had, 
as he (Mr. W ) wasinformed. by one of his (Mr. A’s) own eol», 
leagues, defended him and the part he took in that affair before 
thousands of people in Massachusetts, in primary assemblage, 
and who pledg+d himself to the truth of his detence; and yet 
who has since, from personal revenge for subsequent causes of. 
hostility to. him (Mr. W.) again and again, no jess than three 
times, falsified his own defence, and reiterated this charge un. 
this floor! Mr, W. said he had never escaped from trial in the 
case referred to, So farfrom it, he had even earnestly sought a 
trial from the House which arraigned him, and he was most un- 
justly refused and denied atrial. He. was willing nuw to be 
tried—to goto Maryland and be tried—to be tried here or. any 
where by a fair and impartial tribunal. . 

‘And he would now, for the first time, solemnly declare that 
he was not responsible for any thing which occurred inthe 
duel, except what occurred on-the ground—to guard the life of 
a friend. And thishe was at any time ready to prove when- 
ever the fact was legitimately questioned or tested. And now 
he pronounced the charge made by the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts as base aud black a die as the trator was black and 
base who nitered it. : i 

Mr. ADAMS was understood to deny that he had ever justiti- 
ed the charge on the merits of the case. 

Me WISE repeated, he had been told so by one of the gen- 
deman’s own colleagues. : 

Mr. ADAMS. J say I never did defend the man on. the 
merita of the case, and never did believe but what he was the 
guilty man, and that the man who pulled the trigger was but 
an instrument in his hands, This was my belief in the begin- 
ning And now he may go to his Democratic friends from the 
North, to whom he has paid such tributes of applause, and we 
will see how they voted throughout the whole of that proceed» 
ing—to say nothing of the article inthe Democratic Review, 
which Isuppose the Speaker saw published at that time. That 
Review is knownto have been the publicationof the Democracy 
of this Union, and there was an article init at that time which 
would show what were the opinions and feelings of the Demo- 
cracy of the country on this question, The ground which I took 
outhateccasion I take now, I demand that this House shall 
notundertake to try me. Yesterday there wasa considerable 
portion of this House ready to adopt the resolutions of the gene 
tleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Mansart] Where did the gene 
tleman get hislaw? Agsuvediy not from his uncle—of whom he 
spoke in the manner in which every American citizen ought to 
speak of him. | And when thai gentleman referred to the rela. 
tions which had existed between his uncle and my father, I did 
feel surprised that it did not disarm bim from such a charge 
as he has made against me. I respect that gentleman and 
his talents. [hope he will succeed in that effort at reform of 
which he has recently taken the pledge; and that when, in the 
compass of two or three years, he shall have redeemed that 
pledge, he will blush himselfat the want of that temperance to 
which he has devoted himself, in the very measure before the 
House atthistime. He has talents to make himself the ornas 
ment and the glory of his country; but ifhe means to do go, let 
him gohome—tet him go to some law school, and learn a little 
of the rights of the citizens of these States and of the members 
of this House-—let him learn thatif there is a disgrace in this 
TYouse it isthe presentation of such resolutions as these which 
he has offered against one of its members, charging him with 
crimes, ready to admit them as proofs of crimes, and offering 
them ag if the party implicated had been tried and found guilty, 
Trai is the foundation of his resolutions: nor can the {louse 
adopt them without deciding that the person is guilty of those 
crimes, 

And now, Lask wheti 


the person is to be presumed guilty 
ofthese charges. and whether this House is to inflict the pun- 
ishmeat upon him which, the resolution say, is founded upon 
his commission of these crimes, That article of the Consuta- 
tion which has been rbad provides that “in all criminal prose- 
cutions the accuse y the right toa speedy and public 
trial by an imp: y WHI the gentleman deny me the 
right of teatimpurtial jury? He must do so before this resolu- 
i He must deny me the power ofjbeing 
al jury. And will-the gentleman say, that 
if { am to'be: y this House I shall be tried before an im~- 
partial qibuual? No; he has too much sense and candor to say 
so, He himself is not impartial; the very draught of bis rese- 
lutions shows it y 

I wish to speak of the slaveholders of this Mouse and of the 
Union with respect. There are three classes of persons in- 
cluded in the siave interest aa representatives here. As to the 
slavehulder, T have noihing to say against him, except that if f 
am tobe fried by him, I shall not have an impartial trial. I 
challenge him for partalit¥—for pre-adjudication upon this 
question, as a question of contempt,avhich, Lrepeat, is the only 
char: n which I can be made toanswer here. Isay heis not 
impartial. Every slaveholder has not only an interest, but the 
most sordid of all isterests—a personal, pecuniary interest— 
which will govern him. Tcome from a portion of the country 
where slavery is known only hy name; I come from asojl that 
bears not the footof a slave uponit. I yenresent here the dee 
scendants of Bradford, and Winslow, and Carver, and Alden— 


tried by anim 
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the first who alighted on the rock of Plymouth. And am {, the 
representave of the descendants of these men—of the free peo- 
ple of the State of Massachusetts, that bears not a slave upon 
it—am Ito come here-and be tried for high treason because I 
presented a petition—a petition—to this House, and because 
the fancy or imagination of the gentleman from Kentucky sup- 
poses that there was anti-slavery or the abolition of slavery in 
u? The gentleman charges me with subornation of perjury 
and of high treason, and he calls upon this House, as a matter 
of mercy and grace, not to expel me for these crimes, but to 
inflict upon me the severest censures they can; and to decide 
upon that, there are one hundred members of this House who 
are slaveholders. Is any one of them impartial? No. I 
trust they will not consider themselves as impartial men; | trust 
that many of them, will have those qalma of conscience which 
the gentleman from Accomac [Mr. Wiss] assigns as his reason 
for being excused; and thatthey: will not vote upon a question 
on which their personal, pecuniary, and most sordid interests 
are at stake. 

Mr. WISE. I never avowed any such reason. The reason 
is, the personal loathing, dread; and contempt, I feel for the 


man. s : 

Mr. CALHOUN of Massachusettsrose toorder. The gentle- 
man from Virginia pMr. Wise] had proceeded in his remarks 
without interruption, and Mr. C. insisted that the same right 
should be secured io the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
ADAMS.} ` 

{Some words passed between Mr. Wise and Mr. CALHOUN, 


of which nothing, beyond the accompanying gesticulations.on | 


the part of the former gentleman, is known to the Reporter. ] 

Mr, ADAMS proceeded. Y object, therefore to the resolution, 
in toto, as not only injurious to my rights, to the rights of my 
constituents, and injurious to the rights of all the free peopleof 
the United States, but because those who are to decide upon it 
are, so far as they are slaveholders, challengeable if they were 
jurors. They are not the judgesby whom I ought to be judged; 
and they ought, every onè of them, to exclude himself—either 
from that motive, or, if they please, the motive which the gen- 
tleman from Accomac assigns. 

Mr, Speaker, I willnot multiply words. J simply say that, 
as T cannot be tried by this House for the crimes alleged as 
the motives for the trial,. so I protest against any decision of 
this House, I cal! upon the House to dismiss the resolution 
of the gentleman from Kentucky, as one upon which they 
have no power whatever to act. But, as I cannot prevent 
the action of the members of the House, whom I consider 
partial, and therefore disqualified from pronouncing on my 
offences, I am still in the power of the majority. If they say 
they will try me, they must try me. Iftheysay they will pun- 
igh me, they must punish me. If they say that, in grace and 
mercy, they will ek me expulsion, I disdain and cast their 
mercy away; and I ask them if they will come to such a trial 
and expel me. Idefy them. I have constituents to go to that 
will have something to say if this House expels me. Nor will 
it be long before gentlemen will see me again. 

Tt appears to me to be so Clear that there is no right in this 
House to try and punish me, or to show me that mercy or grace 
which 1 disdain to receive at their hands, that argument is un- 
necessary. But if they say so, I shall then require the applica- 
tion of the benefits which the Constitution secures to persons 
tried for these crimes in judicial courts, Ishall then claim to 
b> heard in my defence fully—without interruption—without 
paing set down again, as I was ona late occasion, after the 
House had promised to hear me, precisely at the moment when 
T was coming to the most pointed proof of the case Į sustained, 
Thope it will not be so. I hope that if I am to be tried for 
crimes, and to have the tender of the contemptible mercy of 
the House, I hope, I say, that it will be done in form; that a 
day will be assigned when Ishall have the opportunity of de- 
fending myself; when I shall have the opportunity of collecting 
a few of those documents of which the gentleman from Acco- 
tnac has been making a file and bundle, that he might expecto- 
rate his bile upon me. 

Here Mr, Apams concluded. 

A conversation followed between Mr. ADAMS and the 
SPEAKER in relation to the form in which the question on the 
point of order should be putto the House; when, on the sugges- 
tion of the Speaker, Mr. A. consented that it should be put in 


_the form of consideration, to wit: Will the House consider the 


X 


resolutions?” 

{And this question the Speaker said wag not debatable.} 

flr. MARSHALL (who was indistinctly heard at the Re- 
porter’s desk from the position he occupied) said he wished to 
offer a very few remarks in reply to the argument of the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, (Mr. Apams.} There were two points 
to he considered—one a matter of law, and the other a matter 
of fact. The gentleman had assumed, in the first place, that 
the yesolution offered by him (Mr. M.) asa substitute for that 
of the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Giiwer] charged him 
(Mr. A.J with subornation of perjury and high treasen, and that 
the censure of this House was invoked against him for these 
two offences. A very superficial examination of this resolu- 
tion would satisfy every gentleman, he (Mr. M.) thought, that 
the gentleman was mistaken in the fact. He [Mr, A.] was not 
charged with subornation of perjury or high treason, and in 
pointof fact was not put on tria}-on either of these charges. It 
was charged that a proposition y 

“fo the Representatives of the people to dissolve the or- 
ganic laws framed by their constituents, and to support which 
they are commanded by those constituents to be sworn before 
they can enter upon the execution of the political powers 
created by it and entrusted to them, is a high breach of privi- 
lege, a contempt offered to this House, a direct proposition to 
the Legislature, and each member of it, to commit perjury, 
and involving necessarily in its execution and its consequences 
the destruction of our country and the crime of high trea- 
son.”? 

Now this petition was not 
was not charged for it. 

Mr. ADAMS. Why am I to be punished for it? 

Mr. MARSHALL. Because, as a member of this House, 
the gentleman had permitted himself to be used as a yehicle by 


drawn by the genileman,and he 


which a petition involving within itself the proposition here set 
forth was Offered to the Representative body of the nation; and 
the charge against the gentleman.of offence against the privi- 
leges of this body; for which he (Mr. M.) had ventured toar- 
raign him, was net that he {Mr. A] had petitioned for this ob- 
ject, or sanctioned the prayer of the petition, because the four- 
nal showed thathe had at the same. time moved instructions 
againet the prayer ofthe petition. The gist of the charge was, 
that the petition was offered; not that it was high treason itself, 
put that it would involve in its execution, if carried into effect, 
the consequences of high treason. That was the charge—that 
the gentleman had made himself the vehicle by which a propo- 
sition so base was to. be laid before thishonorable body... This 
wasa fair statementof the fact. The resolye—— : 

Mr. ADAMS. What is the word “therefore?” - 

Mr, MARSHALL again read from the resolution: 

Bake therefore, ‘That the Hon. Joun Quincy ADAMS, 
a member from Massachusetts, in presenting for the corsidera- 
tion of the House of Representatives of the United Statesa pe- 
tition praying for the dissolution of the Union, has offered the 
deepest indignity to the House of which he isa member, an in- 
sult to the people of the United States, of which that House ts 
the legislative organ, and will, if this outrage be permitted to 
pass unrebuked and unpunished, have disgraced his country, 
through their Representatives, in the eyes ofthe whole world.” 

That was the charge, (continued Mr. M.) So far then for the 
fact.. The gendeman had charged him with charging him 
(Mr. A.] with high treason. There was no such charge there. 

Mr. ADAMS. It is involved in the resolution. x 

Mr. MARSHALL. God knowsin what crime the gentleman 
may involve himselfbefore he gets through this matter. He 
(Mr. A.] was only charged with making himself the vehicle for 
the presentation of this, and therefore with being liable to the 
contempt ofthis House But even if it was, and the gentleman 
was charged with it: Suppose the genveman had offered a pe- 
tition of his own to the House of Representatives to dissolve 
this Union, and had really made himself guilty of the same of- 
fence that the petitioners were guilty of, did it follow that in a 
question of privilege before this House, they would be entitled 
to inflict on himthe punishment the law had established for 
this crime if he was found guilty of high treason? Was the in- 
qniry made for the purpose of visiting him with punishment 
under the rules of this House, or with trying him for the pur- 
pose of iaflicting the penalty ofthe Jaw? 


Ifa member of this House should in the Rotundo murder 
one of his fellow members, because murder js tried by the law 
of the land, could not this ffouse, so far as its laws extended, 
expelor censure the member under their rules? Jf the argu- 
‘ment ofthe gentleman was correct, the surest way of escaping 
censure or punishment before this House was to be guilty of 
some crime worthy of death. He denied the matter oflaw. If 
a member of this House borearms against the United States, he 
was guilty of high treason; andif the fact were known to this 
House, did it follow as a matter of law, because the courts of 
the United States would punish him, that therefore this House 
could not censure or expel him? Tie thought vot, The House 
had the right to inquire into the matter, and to inflict punish- 
mentaccording to the law of Parliament, of which they were 
the judges, and sole judges. 

Then, if he had not read his law utterly in vain, there was, 
first, nothing in the article to which the gentleman had refer- 
red which would protect him, even if the charge were made, 
from the punishment of this House; and, second, he would find 
that there was neither in the preamble nor resolutions a charge 
of this kind. The preamble was simply a statementof the pe- 
tition itself, and a declaration that it did invite the House to 
perjury. And didit not? Where, forsooth, did the genteman 
from Massachusetts learn his law? Not from his father, he 
was sure. ‘These were doctrines thatnot only his (Mr. M’s ) 
uncle, but the gentleman’s father, never taught. A petition to 
the Congress of the United States to dissolve the Union, and 
they sworn to support it! A repeal of the organic Jaw ofthe 
Jand! If John Marshall or the Elder Adams ever thought 
the Constitution of the land could be repealed by an act of 
Congress, he had never found it in their writing; if so, his 
Teapecl for both the gentlemen wouldbe most essentially les- 
sened. 

He wouldgo into more of this hereafter, He had risen 
merely to the point of order maile tothe House, and to the 
question whether the Househad a right to entertain such a re- 
solution? He thought there was not the most remote shadow of 
a doubt on this subject. He then referred to the case of John 
Smith, relative to his trial and expulsion from Congress in 
1807, and stated some ofthe facts connected therewith, which 
were not heard by the Reporter. He said the gentleman 
from Massachusetts wouldknow whether the facts were true 
or not. 

Mr. ADAMS said the gentleman from Kentucky, together 
with other members of this House, who had_ taken their 
pleasure to accumulate themselves on him, and ruin him if 
they could, it seemed were not sufficient from their own 
knowledge of law to meet him, but they must receive little 
dirty pimping notes from A, B, and C, to assist them in 
argument. He presumed that the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky was conscious that, without referring to this argu 
meat ofhis(My. A.’s) in the case of John Smith, he could do 
nothing. Ie wished every member of this House would read 


-thiscase, and the report; and they would there find that this 


statement wasa falsification from beginning to end. He then 
gave atsome length the details of the history of this case, 
and saidhe was willing that this precedent shon'd betaken 
and acted on; but was not willing to hear it stated that 
John, Smith was was expelled, and that through his (Mr. A.’s) 
influénce. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he did not rise for the purpose of mak- 
ing a speech on this matter; but toappeal to the House, andto 
ask the sober part of this House whether this matter had not 
gove far enough? 

The SPEAKER said the very question now for the House 
to determine was, whether it had gone far enough. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he would then submit a motion to bring 
it to a close. $ 

The SPEAKER said the question now was, whether the 


House would consider the resolutions of tile gentleman from 
Kentucky, [Mr. MARSBALL.] i 

Mr. FILLMORE saidahe had desired to make a few 
marks; but would content himself by moving to lay it on the 
table. z i 

The SPEAKER asked what part the gentleman moved to lay 
on thetable. i : 

Mr. FILLMORE said he moved to lay the whole subject on 
the table. i - 

Mr. GILMER'asked if it was not too late now to raise the ques: - 


‘tion of consideration? 

{Cries of “order.” ] À 

The yeas and nays were asked by several members, and be» 
ing ordered, were taken, and resulted asfollows: 

TEAS —Messrs. allen, Sherlock J. Andrews, arnold, Aycrigg, 
Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Birdseye, Blair, Botts, Brewster 
Briggs, Brockway, Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, Childs, Chitten« 
den, Cooper, Cranston, Cravens, Cushing, Garrett Davis, R. D, 
Davis, Deberry, Doig, John Edwards, Egbert, Ferxjs, Fessen- 
den, Fillmore, John G. Floyd, A. Lawrence Foster, Gates- 
Granger, Green, Hall, Halstead, Henry, Howard, Hudson, 
Joseph R. Ingersoll, Wilham W, Irwin, James, John P. Ken» 
nedy, Lane, Lawrence,.-Linn, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mats 
tocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Morgan, Morrow, Osborne, Par: 
tridge, Pearce, Pendleton, Ramsay, Benjamin Randall, Ran« 
doiph, Rayner, Ridgway, Rodney, William Russell, James M. 
Russell, Saltonstall, Shepperd, Truman Smith, Stanly, Stokely, 
Stratton, A. H. H. Stuart, John T. Stuart, Summers, Taliaferro, 
J.B. Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, 
Tomlinson, Trumbull, Underwood, Van Ransselaer, D. D. 
White, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis. Williams, Winthrop, 
Augustus Young, and John Young—90. : 

NAYS—Messrs. Landaff W. Andrews, Arrington, Atherton, 
Barton, Beeson, Bowne, Aaron V. Brown, Charles Brown, 
Burke, Sampson H. Buller, Wm. Butler, W. O., Butler, 
Green W., Caldweil, Patrick ©. Caldwell, Calhoun, John 
Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Cary, Casey, 
Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Cross, Daniel, Dawson, 
Doan, Eastman, John C. Edwards, Charles A. Floyd, Thomas 
F. Foster, Gamble, Gentry, Gerry, Giddings, Gilmer, Goggin, 
Gordon, Graham, Gustine, Gwinn, Habersham, Hays, Holmes, 


Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, Hunter, Jack, William 
Cost Johnson, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, ‘Lewis, Littlefield, 
Lowell, Abraham McClellan, Robert McClellan, ay, Mat 


Jory, Marchand, Alfred Marshall, Thomas F. Marshall, Medill, 
Meriwether, Miller, Moore, Newhard, Owsley, Payne, Pickens, 
Pope, Powell, Reding, Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, Rogers Son- 
ford, Saunders, Shaw, Shields, Slade, William Smith, Sprigg, 
Steenro], Sumter, Jacob Thompson, Triplets, Ward, Warren, 
Washington, Watterson, Weller, Westbrook, James W., Wil- 
liams, Christopher H. Williams, Wise, and Wood—100. 

So the House refused to Jay on the table. , 

Mr. ARNOLD then took the floor with the view of submit- 
ting some remarks, but . 

Mr. UNDERWOOD (having previously to taking the last 
question obtained the floor and been recognised by the Speaker) 
claimed the finor. ene 

TheSPEAKER informed the gentleman that the subject was 
not now open for debate, the gentleman from Massachusetts 
(Mr. Apams} having raised the question of consideration. i 

Mr. ARNOLD appealed to the gentleman to withdraw bis 

uestion of consideration, to allow him an opportunity to ad- 

ress the House, ` 

Mr. PROFFIT moved that the House adjourn; which pres 
vailing— 

The House adjouracd. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, January 27, 1842. 

Messrs, CLAY, HUNTINGTON, TALL- 
MADGE, PORTER, WRIGHT, TAPPAN, 
CHOATE, PHELPS, WALKER, YOUNG, 
SIMMONS, and the PRESIDENT pro tem. pre- 
sented memorials remonstrating against any 
amendment or the repeal of the Bankrupt law; 
which weig referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. i 

The PRESIDENT Jaid before the Senate the 
following communications: 

1. From the War Department, transmitting the 
statement of the Second Comptroller with regard 
to the appropriations for the military service for 
the year 1841, with the expenditures under each 
specific head: and the balance of the several ap- 
propriations unexpended at the end of the year, 
with an estimate of the probable demand which 
may remain on each of such balances. a 

§, From the Post Office Department, containing 
alist of the names of the persons employed as 
clerks in the General Post Office in the year 1841, 
with the pay of each. 

Mr. PORTER presented a petition from a post- 
master, askitg remuneration for carrying the mail 
onhkis own responsibility, after a contractor had 
failed to do so: referred to. the Committee on tbe 
Post Office and Post Roads. __ oe 

Mr. KING presented a petition from Mobile, in 
Alabama, (the first, he believed, emanating from 
that State npon the subject, ) praying that the 
Bankrupt law may have a fair, impartial trial, 
apd that it may not be amended, postponed, or 133 


among the most respectable citizens, and were in- 
terested in tte passage of the law. Notwithstand- 
ing this memorial, the law was condemned almost 
universally in his State. 

Mr. WRIGEIT presented several petitions from 
Oneida county, in the State of New York, praying 


for a repeal of the Bankruptgaw, and giving their . 


reasons why they ask for its repeal. 

Mr. MANGUM presented a petition praying fer 
arrears of pension. He remarked that one- adverse 
yeport had been heretofore made on the subject. 
He did not know whether the rule adopted on the 
subject was intended to have a prospective or retro- 
spective operation. If it was a retrcspective rule, 
it would cover the petition he presented. If it was 
intended to have a retrospective operation, the Jan- 
guage of the rule did not jusiify it. : 

After a few remarks from Messrs. CLAY, 
LINN, KING, and CLAYTON, showing that it 
covered all cases now on the files of the Senate 
heretofore reported against, 

The CHAIR decided that the petition came un- 
der the rule, and could not be acted on. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented a memorial from citi- 
zens of Ohio, against the repeal or postponement 
of the Bankrupt law, signed by 165 persons out of 
a population of 856 qualified voters. 

Mr. T. did not believe that any great portion of 
the people of Ohio were interested in this law, 
though his impression was that the people were ge- 
nerally against the law. The proportion of sign- 
ers to the number of qualified voters was about a 
fair criterion of the voice of Ohio; they were ge- 
nerally an agriculiural and moneyed people, and 
not much indebted, and cared but little for the fate 
of the law of the extra session. i 

Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, presented two peti- 
tions from that State—one praying for the aboli- 
tion of slavery in the District of Columbia, and 
the other that no new State may be admitted, the 
constitution of which tolerates slavery. 

On motion of Mr. KING, the question of recep- 
tion was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. SMITH, Ellen O'Donnell bad 
leave to withdraw from the files of the Senate, for 
the purpose of layiag before the Commissioner of 
Pensions, papers on the subjectof her claim for a 
pension, 

` Mr, BENTON presented the petition of M. Go- 
xon, asking compensation for ihe expenses incur- 
red in testing his system of telegraphs: referred to 
the Committee on Claims, 

On motion of Mr. LINN, it was ordered that the 
petition of William A. Slacum, a purser in the 
navy of the United States, praying that he may be 
indemnified for expenses incurred in the execution 
of a trust committed to him by the President of 
the United Stetes, be taken from the files of the 
Senate, and referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. : 

Mr. YOUNG presented a memorial from the 
city of New York, adverse to any amendment, or 
the repeal of the Bankrupt law. In presenting it, 
he made some iemarks expressive of the deep 
sympathy he felt for the petitioners, but he could 
not consistexily with his sense of duty yield to 
their wishes. ffe was not opposed to relieving 


persons who were hopelessly insolvent if it could 
be done without oy ening the doors to frand, immo 


rality, and th. l sponging out of dekts, no mat- 
ter under wha amstances they were incurred. 
He spoke cf its deleterions effect in helding out 
temp'ation to to be dishonest, who, under 
other circumstances, would, by pradenee, industry 
and economy, liquidate the Jast dollar of what 
they owe, d that the provision, exempt. 
ing three allars? worth of property frem 
the operati she Jew on small debtors in his 
own State,might bea iemptation to fraud and injury. 
He viewed it bui as a iemptation held out for men 
to be dishonest. hat the operations of 
that provision mis rly productive of in- 
justice and evii in . The whole capital of 
many of these who resided in that State did not 
amount fo more tha: three hundred dollars. They 
ate poor men who emigrated fron: cther States 
with uta dollar, to fied a home for their families in 
àllinois. They have in many cases borrowed 
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: whatever capital they possess. Those lending the 


pealed. . Those who had signed the memorial were . 


money were aware of the circumstances of the 
borrowers They did not Jend it because they be- 
lieved the borrower had property sufficient to liqui- 
date the debt; but because they believed him ho- 
nest, industrous, and would be enabled to 
purchace a home for his: family, and- ky 
his industry, prudence, and economy, would 
acquire means to liquidate the debt he thus 
incurred. They were ‘thus trusted, as are 
most men, on their capacity to do business. Though 
a man who is honest may not be disposed to em- 
brace the benefit of the law, yet it being his privi- 
lege, and seeing others around him similarly situ- 
ated, taking advantage of it, he will fall into the 
temptation held out to him, and avail himself of 
its privileges, regardless of his duty to his creditor. 
The law was thus a temptation to fraud and im- 
morality. 7 

The bill asit was originally reported, had a provi- 
sion which guarded against frauds by small debtors, 
but it was stricken out. It was not true, as the 
Senator from Georgia [Mr. Berrien] had said, 
that we did not have alien upon the hopes and 
expectation of the debtor. We had, and the doc- 
trine advocating the reverse of this principle was 
perfectly fallacious. It was a doctrine which ought 
not te be tolerated in this country, and was a dac- 
trine of repudiation, a general sponging of debt; 
and if applied to the States would lead to the pay- 
ment of all their debts by the surrender of all their 
property.. He spoke of the error of the times, of 
the people looking to the General Government to 
release them from the obligations of contract, and 
to relieve them from the oppressions of a deprecia- 
ted currency, and other evils, when such subjects 
belonged legitimately to the legislation of the States; 
and showed that the disability to comply with those 
obligations, and the other causes of complaint, 
were wholly the effect of State legislation. He was 
averse to the interference by the General Government 
with the contracts between man and man. It wasin- 
consistent with the nature of the General Govern- 
ment. If it was necessary to interfere, the matter 
should be left exclusively to the States. He refer- 


j red to the terrible effects of the relief laws of Ken- 


tucky, which were similar in principle to this law, 
which originated the old court and new court par- 
ties; and warned them that this bill might ke equal- 
ly productive of mischief. He had no doubt that 
the law of the last session would stand.. He 
had voted for it when it first passed the Se- 


nate, but afterwards voted for its indefinite postpone- . 


ment, and believing that the voice of the people of 
his State was against it, and that it would be pro- 
ductive of evil, he would now feel constrained, 
from an imperative sense cf duty, to vote for its re- 
veal, 

l Mr. TALLMADGE said that, from what had 
fallen from the Senator from Hlinois, he felt bound 
to say a word or two. It was well known that he 
had voted for the Bankrupt bill. Having found 
his ccnstituents, as he thought, opposed to the 
dill, he had changed bis mind in regard to it. He 
sheuld be the last to complain. In regard to the 
provision where debts were under ant of three 
hundred dollars, he had stated that the effeets would 
be bad. Upon former cecasions, when the’ Bank- 
rupt bill was under consideratior, he had moved 
that for all classes of indebtedness the. benefits of 
the Bankrupt law should be extended—for small 
debts as well as large. Tite bill, as it was original- 
ly reported, embraced a provision that a persen 
who did not owe ove thousand dollars, and was pos- 
sessed of five hundred dollars property, was noten- 
tiled to make application for its benefits, He 
thought that an odious distinction, and he moved 
to strike it out. The bill was, however, sufficient- 
ly guarded to prevent any fraud by small debtors, 
and that it was made the duly of the assignees, in 
allowing frem the assets of the debtor $300 for the 
use of his family; to take into consideration the 
condition and circumstances of his family, and his 
past mode of living, before any thing shall be al- 
‘owed. Nothing, therefore, could be exempt from 
the operation of the law, save household furniture 
and things indispensable for the family. Under no 
circumstances could any thing be reserved in mo- 
ney or in lands, that may be valued at 4300. He 
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denied the position assathed that the principles’ of 
the bill, by releasing bona fide bankrupts from the 
trammels of debt, could, under any cireumstances, 
be pleaded in justification of the repudiation of 
debts by the States. 

In regard to the alleged repudiation by this bill, 
he stated there ‘was no justice or propriety in the 
comparison. He would ast, what constitutes a 
State? Not its public buildings and edifices. - Ir 
was the bone and sinew of its population: : That 
constituted a State.. But would you make slaves 
of your own citizens? Would you bind them hand 
and foot? Give freedom to your citizens. Strike 
off their shackles. Let the freeman be placed in 
a condition to support himself, his wife, and chil- 
dren, and then he would be placed ina condition 
to relieve the State and prevent repudiation. What 
was the situation of your insolveats?- What had 
made them so but the inflation and expansion of 
your currency? At this time your property was 
reduced to the lowest point, and you had not even 
the benefit of a metallic currency. It was locked 
up, of no use either to individuals or to the coun- 
try. ‘You had brought about this excited state of 
things, and to this. would you adda hopeless and 
eternal bondage by fettering the debtor forever? 
Your legislation had done this, and you owed it to 
justice and humanity-to relieve them. 

Mr. YOUNG said he did not disagree with his 
friend in regard to cases of hopeless insolvency. 
He would extend relief to. such. He would not, 
however, give relief to those who, having some 
property, were to be discharged for an inconside- 
rable debt, which could be paid by the exercise, for a 
short period of prudence, industry and economy. 

Mr. SIMMONS presented joint resolutions passed 
by the Legislature of the Stale of Rhode Island, 
in favor of the suspension of the operations of the 
Bankrupt Jaw. He said he understood that a 
resolution had been introduced into the Legisla~ 
ture of that State for the repeal of the law, and 
was rejected by a decided majority. By an infe- 
rential construction of the proceedings of that bo- 
dy, then, they having sanctioned the postpone- 
ment, and rejected the proposition of repeal, he 
should fee] himself bound to vote against the re- 
peal. His was a creditor State, and was deeply 
interested, therefore, in having the operations of 
the law suspended till its provisions could be more 
thoroughly uaderstood. There was a great di~- 
versity of cpinion as to the effect of the details of 
the Jaw; some believing that they were favorable to 
the debtor, others, that the creditor would be mostly 
benefited. The effect could not be known until 
there was a judicial construction of its provisions. 
He believed when it was construed by a judicial 
tribunal, one half of the opposition at least would 
cease, inasmuch as one party or the other would 
be satisfied at the conutruction, He concurred 
with the wishes of the Legislature against the re- 
peal, and the objects of postpcnement—the amend- 
ment of the law. He would then vote against the 
repeal; and if the law go into operation, the- objects 
of amendment cou'd be better obtained after wit- 
nessing the practical operations of the law, 

The morning hour having expired, the Senate 
proceeded io the consideration of the bill of the 
House cf Representatives to repeal 

THE BANKRUPT LAW. 

Mr. BAYARD\ addressed the Serate for up- 
wards of an hour, investigating the whole ground 
of argument upon which the friends of the Bank- 
rapt law advocated dis cconstitutionality and expe- 
diency. He first Gye upon the exaggeration of 
the assumption thatihere were five hundred thou- 
sand bankrupts in the United States, calling for 
and enuileá to elie He showed from the re- 
turns of the late censhs that the whole amount of 
persons engaged in trade and manufaemring busi- 
hess did not exceed nine hundred thousand, and 
that it was an utter impossibility, that more than 
ons ina hundred of these could be bankrupt, The 
Probability was that the whole of the persons in 
the United States, properly coraing within the pro- 
visions of the system of bankruptcy contemplated 
by the framers of the Constitution, in giving 
the power to the General Government te pass 
laws on the subject—did not exeeed nine thou» 
sond, He showed that this being an agricultural 
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population, must necessarily have fewer subjects 
for the operation of bankrupt laws than Eng- 
land, which is emphatically and essentially a na- 
tion of shopkeepers and manufacturers. Yet, in 
reviewing the history of bankruptcy in England, 
‘from the year 1700 to 1808—a period of one hun- 
dred and eight years—it had been found that the 
aggregate number of bankrupts in that country 
‘during more than a hundred years was but eleven 
thousand. 

He next adverted to another exaggeration,name- 
ly, that the bankrupts of the United States were a 
peculiarly oppressed, honest, and deserving class 
of persons. He doubted not that there were many 
honest and deserving individuals among them, 
whom it would be humane and desirable to relieve; 
but there were also many of a very different cha- 
racter—-many who had had no'conscientions regard 
for the interests of their creditors, and who squan- 
dered the means entrusted to them in such a man- 
ner as to be disentitled to such sympathy as had 
been wrought up on’ their behalf. He next went 
into the details of the act passed last ses- 
sion, to prove that act, in all its principles, 
unconstitutional. He adverted to the only system 
of bankruptcy known to the framers of the 
Constitution—the English system—and which they 
had solely in view in granting the power to 
the General Government to pass bankrupt Jaws; 
ahd in taat system no such principles as those 
of the act of last session were to be found. 
The whole care and object of this act is for 
the relief and benefit of the debtor, and it in- 
cludes all classes of insolvents, as weil as those 
engaged in trade. The English system, on the con- 
trary, was originated, and its principal features 
continued up to the present day, for the benefit 
of the creditor—the benefit of the debtor being only 
a subsequent and incidental provision, intended to 
act for the further benefit of the creditor. In proof 
of this, Mr. Bayar took up the history of the Eng- 
lish bankrupt system, from its first germ in the ju- 
risprudence of England, shortly after the Norman 
conquest; and quoted the several acts on the sub- 
ject in the 16th, 17ih, and 18th centuries. In the 
preambles of all those acts, it was expressly stated 
thai the protection of the creditor against fraudulent 
debtors, was the object aimed at; and it was not 
till it was thought that something more than the 
coercion of law was desirable to attain the object, 
that encouragements were held out to debtors to be 
bonest to their creditors, by incidental benefits re- 
sulting to themselves—such as freedom from future 
hability, per centage on the dividends psid, &c. 
And as a further proof of those laws being against 
debtors and for creditors, he showed the severity of 
the penalties authorized by the enactments of the 
17th and 18th centuries, reaching even to felony 
and death. Now, the Bankrupt law of last session 
was as opposite to ail this, in its nature, as any 
th'ng well could be. It was altegether for the re- 
lief of the debtor and the coercion of the creditor. 
It had no penalties, but simply the denial of relief 
from- responsibility, on refusal of the surrender cf, 
property, or concealment. Considering the law, 
as it now stands, wholly unconstitutional and in- 

ezpedient, he should vote for its repeal. 


Mr. CHOATE, in continuation of the debate, 
said he could assure his friends that he would not 
keep them long from the vote upon the bill before 
the Senate, or the Senator from Missouri from sub- 
miting what he had to say in conclusion of the 
discussion. He would take about three minutes 
of the timeof the Senate in presenting three rea-{ 
sons in favor of the retrosBective part of the law. 4 
He sustained the retrospective character of the bill | 
because he represented a ereditor State, as he had } 
been reminded by the Senator from Georgia, [Mr. 
Berriex.] Massachusetts was in favor qf the law. 
The Legislature of Massachusetts had passed re- 
solations in favor of it. $30,000,000 of property 
had been represented here in one petition from 
Boston opposed to the repeal of the law. This 


property was employed at Mexico, up and down | 


the father of waters, and in almost every place of 
the country, and far beyond its bordeis. Other 
memorials of a like character had also been pre- 
sen‘ed, and why? Massachusetts was a creditcr 
State, and there was due to that State $15,000,000 


* 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


at this time in the Southwest; and there were at 
this and other sections of the Union more than ten 
millions due her over and above the amount of th 
indebtedness of individuals in his State. W 

He put the defence of this bill in Massachusetts 
to.the account of a keen, far-sighted, self-interest. 
It was this feeling which sustained the law, and 
not any romantic notions of bumanity. He said 
this in answer to his friend from Delaware, who 
had opposed the law as unjust to creditors. Debts 
due his State cannot be reached now, said Mr. ©. 
they are put into a napkin and buried up im the 
earth, The debtor was spending this money, 
which belonged to the creditor. It was lost to 
business, lost to commerce, lost to trade, lost to 
manufactures, and to all useful purposes. Let this 
law, then, go out and offer liberty to the captive, 
and it would disinter those assets from their burial 
place. 

The property surrendered, as stated by a Sena- 
tor from Kentucky, [Mr. Cray,] would not be lost 
in being surrendered. The creditor receiving it 
would take care of that. The creditor would get 
something under the bill, whereas now he gets 
nothing, and can get nothing. : 

This was one thing (said Mr. C.) in favor of 
the law, and there was one other thing that Mas- 
sachusetts looked. to, and that was to the ransomed 
debtors of the country, who would be liberated by 
this act. Once free, they would become her cus- 
tomers, and the Senator was astonished that others 
did not regard the law as Massachusetts did, on 
this very account. 

Mr. C. also said that he voted also for the re- 
trospective law, because it was a moral right of 
Government to pass such a law. If the bill did, 
as was said by the Senator from Delaware, sponge 
out debts, he admitted that it was a weighty objec- 
tion, and would be an effective one, if the objection 
was not borne down by ten thousand superior 
claims, Admitable and beautiful as he admitted 
the law, and anxious ashe was (to use the jan- 
guage of Edmund Burke) to see it “carried into 
the brazen tablets of every system of jurispru- 
dence in the world,” yet he would not vote for the 
bill if these and all other objections were not fully 
overcome by the virtues of tke bill. The practice 
of the whole world did not forbid, nor did sound 
ethics forbid, the enactment of such a law. What 
would the creditor ga:n, he would ask, by leading 
the debtor round the world, as under the o!d 
Scotch law, with the habiliments of bankruptcy 
upon him? Nothing. By setting one captive free, 
he made two men where before there was but one, 
and two blades of grass to grow where but one 
grew before. 

It was well and beautifully said by Judge Jobn- 
son, of South Carolina, that a part of public duty 
was to relieve humanity. More than this was 
done in the passage of this bill. Besides, we had 
the power to do this, to pass a retrospective law, 
and he would say that there never was a system in 
which the retrospective power was not given. 
More than this. It was our band that struck 
these men down, and our hand might be as benefi- 
cently, as benevolently employed in raising them 
up. - 
Pi, was “a Federal-Whig measure,” said the Se- 
nator from Missouri, [Mr. Benton.) He thought 
it a measure that absolved and swallowed up party 
distinctions. In Boston, at the Capitol, the people 
had assembled night after night. The people there 
rose and fell like the billows of the sea, throwing 
out their voice in eloquent appeals that this bill 
might remain the law of the land. It was, he ad- 
mitted, a relief anda humane measure, and passed 
to set the debtor free; but let no man, be he never 
so good a lawyer, or so severe a moralist, say he 
could not vote for this law. Herejoiced tosay a 
word in behalf of, and for such a measure as this, 
and had blessed God at the opportunity to do so. 
For himseif and for others to hear, upon the ap- 
proaching Ist of February, the meek and silver 
voices of freemen swelling the jubilee of the cap- 
tive set free, would be the consummation of an 
event not only devoutly wished, but never to be 
forgotten, 


Mr. BENTON, after some prefatory remarks, 


observed that, with the closest attention he had 


been able. to.give to the arguments of those who 
opposed the repeal of the: Bankrupt law, he had 
not discovered that one of the eighteen objections 
he had on à foriher day urged ‘against the law, 
had been answered. - Of these eiglticen objections: 
not one had been altempted-to be answered, be- 
cause they. were unanswerable. - They would re- 
main so; but he would now confine himself to only 
‘two of those objections—one, that the law. is, in its 
primary and inuitiatory provisions, wholly. and 
solely for the relief of the debtor. Itis not a bank- 
rupt law. Itis a vast insolvent law, the object of 
which is, the abolition of debt, at the will and plea- 
sure of the debtor, and without regard to the wishes 
of the creditor, or the consequences so. far as his 
rights are concerned. All its provisions and en- 
actments have for their object and end, the aboli- 
tion of contracts of debt. All the rest was mere 
mockery. His next objection was as to time and 
place. The law gives the debtor his own choice 
of time and place. He may profess himself a 
bankrupt, when he pleases—when he has something 
to pay, or when he has spent the last cant. Ha 
may wait till he has wasted all the substance of» 
his creditors, or he may not, just as he chooses; for 
the law is entirely for his convenience, and not for 
the protection of his creditors. He may go where 
he pleasesesto the most remote limits of this Unien, 
to become a bankrupt—where his creditors will 
not incur the expense of following bim or contest- 
ing his discharge, and where he may give notice, 
in compliance with the law, by a letter dropped in 
the post office, or by a publication in an obscure 
newspaper, that will never reach a creditore He 
may do this, though the interests of men, women, 
children, idiots, lunatics, and persons resident be- 
yond the seas, are concerned. The Senator 
from Georgia asks, “would you charge the future 
earnings of a man who has given up all his pro- 
perty, with the payment of his old debts?” He (Mr. 
Benton) answered, yes, he would. He would 
never release him from his obligation till the debt 
was paid. What was the. capital of the lawyer, 
the professional man, the mechanic, the laborer, the 
manufacturer, or any one else, living by the exercise 
of manual skill or mental faculties, but therr industry 
and powers of productiveness? On thefaith of these 
depended their credi!; and they should be always 
liable to the discharge of their obligations. The 
very first memorial sent to Congress three years 
ago for such a system of bankruptcy as the law of 
last sexssion—for this abolition of all debts—this ge- 
neral law of relief for all insolvents—and which 
system wes advocated by agentleman, then a Se- 
nator from Massachusetts, [wir. Wesster]— 


not now in this body—was signed by a per- . 


son [Mr. SriuLweLL] who has received an ap- 
pointment from this Administration as marshal 
of the Southern district of New York, in view of 
his own benefit; and was he (Mr. Benton) now 


to be asked, if he would leave the six or nine | 


thousand dollars a year salary of that beneficiary 
of office, liable to the claims of his creditors, and 
not let him take the benefit of this Bankrupt law 
that-he might live with his family in luxury and 
splendor? He would answer, yes, he would 
leave the salary of every such official, open to the 
claims of his creditors, just as he would the earn- 
ing of any contractor of debt, whose creditors 


had trusted him in faith of his capability of repay-- 


ment, : 

At half past three o’clock, Mr, Benton, witha 
out having concluded, yielded to a motion to ad-. 
journ. 

And tae Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, January 29, 184i. 

The Journal of yesterday was read aitd approved. 

THE QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE, a 

Mr. BOTTS rose and said ue believed that the first business 
in order was the unfinished business of yesterday. 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. BOTTS said he would, then, ask the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Apams] to withdraw his question of consi. 
deration, in order that he (Mr. B. might submit a few remarks 

the main question. s è 
Me ARNOLD claimed the floor, having been entitled 
to it, he said, when the motion was made to adjourn yes- 
erday. 3 
i The SPEAKER inquired of Mr. Apams whether he with- 
drew the question of consideration? 


The Reporter here gives the state of the question as he uns 


derstood it. 


pa 


Mr, Gumer had 
lution: X: 

Resolved, That, in presenting to the consideration of this 
House a petition for the dissolfition of the Union, the member 
from Massachusetts [Mr Apags) has justly incarred the cen- 
sure of this House. 

To which resulution Mr. 
following substitute asan ¢mendment. ` 

Whereas the Federa} stitution is. a permanent form of 
Government and of perpetual obli ion, unti} altered or mo- 
dified in the mode pointed ‘out by that instrament, and the 
memte sof this House, deriviag their political character and 
powers from the same, are sworn to support it, and the dissolu- 
tion of the Union necessarily implies the destruction of that in- 
sirument, the overthrow of the American Republic, and the 
extinction of our national existence: A proposition, therefore. 
to the Representatives of the people, to dissolve the organie law 
framed by their constituents, and to support which they are 
commanded by thuse constituentsto be sworn, before they can 
enter upon theexecution of the political powers created by it, 
and entrusted to them, isa high breach. of privilege, a ĉon- 
temptoffered to this ouse, a direct proposition to the Legis- 
Jature and each member of it, to commit perjury; and involves, 
necessarily, in ilsexecution and its consequences, the destruc- 
tion of out country and the crime of high treason. 

Resolved, therefore, That the Hon. JOHN Quincy ADAMS, 
member from Massachusetts, in presenting for the considera. 
tion of the House of Representatives ofthe United States a pe. 
tition praying for the dissolution of the Union, has offered the 
deepest indignity to the House of which heis a member, an in- 
suli to the people of the United States of which that House is 
the Legislative organ, and will, if this outrage be permitted to 
pass unrebuked und unpunished, have disgraced his country, 
through their Representatives, in the eyes of the whole world.” 

Resolved, further, That the aforesaid Joun Quincy ADAMS 
for this ineuli, the firstof the kind ever offered to the Govern. 
ment, and for the wound which he has permitted to be aimed 
through his instrumentality, at the Constitution and existence 
of his country, the peace, the security, and liberty of the people 
of these Slates, might wellbe held to merit expulsion from the 
national councils, and the House deem itan act of grace and 
mercy when they only inflict upon him thei! severest censure 
for conduct so utterly unworthy of his past relations to the State 
and his present relations, ‘This they hereby do fur the mainte- 
nance of their own purity and dignity; for the rest, they turn 
him over to his own conscience, and the indignation of all true 
American citizens. 

Upon which said amendment Mr. Apams had raised the fol- 
lowing question of order: 

“Mv. ADAMS makes the 


Ka MARSHALL had offered the 


y point of order, whether the House 

hag the right to entertain this resolution, because it chargeshim 
with erimesof which this House has no jurisdiction; and be- 
cause, if the House entertain the jurisdiction they deprive 
hiis of rights secured to him by the Constitution of ihe United 
mates, 

To the inquiry above addressed by the Speaker—- 

_ Mr. Abas replied that he was desious of making the ques: 
tion of consideration, from a conscientious conviction that the 
Jfouse had no right to try bim. It was a proceeding against 
which he must protest, as depriving him of this right, and for 
taat reason he had been willing, when the motion was 
made yesterday to lay the whale subject on the table, it 
should prevail, in order to finish this unprofitable, this worse 
than unprofitable debate, as the gentieman from Kentucky {Mr 
UnprERwoop] bad denominated it, and which he (Mir. A.) was 
sure could not pe more painful to any member than himself, 
(fe (Mr. A.) was desirous, if possible, to dismiss the subject; 
aad, as to the five hours? invective, in which the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. Wise} had indulged personally against him, he 
(Mr. A.) was contest to let it pass, without making any remark 
whatsoever. He wished, therefore, that the subject should be 
dismissed, because, if taken into consideration, a debate of at 
least three weeks would follow, and the most important busi- 
ness of the country would, during that time, be set aside. 

The SPEAKER here intimaied to Mr. ADAMS (as the Re- 
porter widees ood) that ifthe gentleman withdrew his motion, 
the Speaker would feel compelled to give the floor to the gen- 
Ueman from Keatueky (Mr, Uxverwoop] if he desired it, who 
had risen to a puint of order before the point raied by the gen- 
Ueman from Massachusetts, > 

Mr. ADAMS. 1 did not intend to withdraw my proposition, 
I cannot withdraw it, because the House has no power to try 
me. I protest aginst it, because I believe, as I have Said, that 
if once broached, a debate of three weeks is inevitable. So far 
asl am personally concerned, or sv far as concerns the cause 
for which Lam to suffer, if at all, I have no desire for conceal- 
ment; on the contrary, I am desirous to give to the H: u and 
the nation allmy<boughts, But this is not the time —this is not 
the place. Ihave an account to settle with my constituents— 
and I call upou them here to attend to every act of this Mouse 
aa Well as mive, on this subject. T shall prefer going directly 
to them 

The SPEAKER, iuterrupting My. A. here remarked that the 
„ gentleman froin Massachusetts was aware that this question of 
consider-ttion was not debatable. 

Mv. ADAM". Well—Lcaonot withdraw the question of con- 
sideration, Hihe House choose to consider the resolution, let 
itbe theipact. Ail the consequences that may follow shall be 
the asi ofthe Gouse. ibe charged to the House, not 
tə me. Twill nat sary ina ing the action of this 
House upon the puisic ness at tl me. 

Mr. FILLMORE r d suid that there was some misappre- 
hension what the q 1 was. 

The SPEAK question is, “Wil the House now 
consider the resolation of the gendeman froin Kentucky, (Mr. 
MARSHALLI P? 
FILLMORE ¢ 
Massachusetts [M D 
tutional power ofthis | 
decide the qt 
now conside 
whetber the qu 
now consider tha 
Fal not the Wouse tie « 
the Hlouseshould know 
be of opinio: that the Ti 
to entertain the questi 
prie of considering it new, 

After a mome itary cunyersat Messrs. BRIGGS 

ET ee y yson by Messrs. BRIGGS and 

The SPEASER said thet the question was, whether the 


il ho understood the genu- man from 
Ans] to raise the questio 1 of the consti- 
sa; but he understood the Speakert 
the Sar rate, will che House 


A 


A necessa! y 
ion was. He might 
corsuiwional power 


the might be oppesed to the pro- 


eretoforg’ offered the following reso- |] House would now consider the resolution: on the reasons set 
4 


-forth by the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. ADAMS: } 
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Mr. RHETT wished tounderstand the question.” 
Mr. ARNOLD submitted that the question was not débatable. 
Some conversation followed as to the question before the 


House; in which Messrs. RHETT, MAXWELL, and the 


SPEAKER participated. - k 

Mr. RAYNER desired the Speaker to state distinctly what 
the question was. The gentleman from Massachusetts, as he 
(Mr. R.) understood, took the-ground that the House had no ju- 


~ risdiction, and the Speaker said that the question was, whether 


(under all the circumstances) the House would consider the 
resoution of the gentleman-from Kentucky? , 

The SPEAKER said the question was,. Will the House now 
consider this question a privileged question or not; as alleged by 
the gentleman from Massachusetts?—that was, with reference 
to the amendment of the gentleman from. Kentucky, {Mr. 
eee not ‘of the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Gir- 
MER. 

Mr. T. F. MARSHALL here submitted that the question be- 
fore the IIouse was on the motion of the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts, [Mr. ApAms,] as submitted in his own words, (and 
which were again read, as inserted above.) i 

The SPEAKER said, Yes, it is. 

Mr. WINTHROP. Then if the Speaker decides that the 
question before the House is the question raised by the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts in his own words, and decides that that 
question is not debatable, I take issue. 

Some conversation followed as_to the actual question before 
the louse, in which Messrs. PROFFIT, HOLMES, HOUS. 
TON, and the SPEAKER participated; and as the inquiries 
put to the Chair multiplied, the difficulty of understanding 
what the question was became more insurmountable. J 

The yeas and nays had been called and ordered, and the call 
of the roll had proceeded sometime, when the Reporter thought 
he had caught hold of something which would enable him to 
state to the reader precisely what the question was, But he 
was mistaken. | * 

For, when the name of Mr. Fussennen was called, that gen- 
tleman rose andinquired of the Speaker whether this was a 
question of the power of this House or of the expediency of ex- 
ercising it? 

The SPEAKER. .The Chair thinks that, according to the 
question raised by the gentleman from Massachusetts in his own 
words, it jsa question of jurisdiction; 

Mr. F. then voted. 

The name of Mr. W. W. Irwin having been called— 

That gentleman rose and inquired whether the Speaker, in 
stating that this wasa question of jurisdiction, meant to say 
jurisdiction over the case, as presented in the substitute of the 
gentleman from Kentucky, {Mr. MARSHALL} or jurisdiction 
over the whole case, 

The SPEAKER. Jurisdiction over the substitute of the 
gentleman from Kentucky-alone. 

Mr. I. then voted. 

The roll having been at length called through, u 

Mr. CUSHING called for the reading of the journal of yes- 
terday; which was vead as follows: x 

“The House resumed the. consideration of the resolntion 
moved by Mr. Ginmeron the 24th inst. in relation to Mr. Jons 
Quincy ADAMS, one of the members of the House from the 
State of Massachusetts, 

“Mr. Evererr withdrew the motion made by him yesterday 
tar the postponement of the subject and the printing of the re- 
solve. 

“The question then recurring on the substitute moved by Mr. 
MARSHALL for the resolution moved by Mr. GILMER; when 

“Mr. Jons Quincy ADAMS raised a question of order for the 
decision of the Chair thereon, the following: 

“Has the House the right to entertain the resolation, because 
it charged him with crimes of which the [Mouse has no jurisdic- 
tion; and ifthe Mouse entertain the jurisdicyion, they deprive 
him of rights secured to him by the Constitution of the United 
States.” : 

“The Speaker Ceclined to decide the point submitted, it be- 
ing a question which it was the peculiar province of the House 
to decide. And thereupon 

“Mr. Apams demanded that the question, ‘Will the House 
now consider the proposition?’ be now put.” 

Mr. CUSHING (the reading having becn concluded) said, 
and the question is, Will the House now consider the proposi- 
tion? If that isit, then I vote no. 

Mr. CUSHING then voted. 

Mr. FILLMORE rose and said that, at the time he had 
given his voie, he had not heard the Journal read. We thought 
when he voted that the question was on the constitutional 
power, which he believed to exist, and not on the consideration, 

He would, therefore, change his vote. 

Mr. BOTTS submitted an inguiry to the Speaker asto the 
question. 

Mr. RAYNER insisted that a gross imposition had been 
practised onthe Honse. The record was not in accordance 
with the vote just taken and the question put, and he denounced 
it as an imposture. 

[Cries to order.] 

Many members here changed their votes, and numberless in- 
quiries were again put to the Speaker as to what the question 
was; amongst others by Mr. GUDSON, 

Mr. WINTITROP called forthe reading of the record of the 
proceedings of yesierday as contained in the National Intelli- 
gencer of this morning. 

Mr. W. was put down by cries of order. The statement in 
the Intelligencer which Mr. W. desired, but was not permitted 
to be read, is as follows: ; 

SA conversation follawed between Mr. Anas and the 
SPEAKER in relation to the form in which the question on the 
pointof order should be put to the House; when, on the sog- 
gestion of the Speaker, Mr. A. consented that it should be put 
in the form of consideration, to wit: ‘Will the House consider 
the resolutinn?’ And this question the Speaker said was not 
debatabie.? > 

Inquiries were put ta the Speaker by Messrs. WISE, (who; 
not knowing the precise question, refused to vote at all.) 
SLADE, GREEN, CUSHING, SMITH of Virginia, and RAY- 
NER i 


And the latter gentleman gave notice that he would to-morrow 
morning move a correétion of the Journal. 
The vate was at length announced as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Landaf W. Andrews, Arrington, Atherton, 
Bidlack, A. V. Brown, Milton Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, 
Sampson H. Builer, William Butler, Wiliam O, Butler, 


i 


“Green W. Caldwell, Patrick ©. Caldwell, J. Campbell, Tho- 


mas J. Campbell,’ Caruthers, Cary, Casey, Chapman, Clif 
ford, Clinton, Coles, Cravens, Cross, Daniei, Dean, Deberry, 
Doan; Doig, Eastman, John C. Edwards, Egbert, Charles 


“A. Floyd; Thomas F. Foster, Gamble, Gentry, Gerry, Gilmer. 


Goggin, Gordon, Graham, Gustine, Gwinn, Habersham, Harris, 
Join Hastings, Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hù- 
dard, Hanter, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Jack, Wm. Cost John: 
son, Isaac D. Jones; Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Lane, Lewis, 
Littlefield, Lowell, Abraham McClellan, Robert McClellan, 
McKay. Mallory, Marchand, Alfred Marshall, Thomas F. Mar. 
shall, John Thomson Mason, Medill, Meriwether, . Miller, 
Moore, Newhard, Owsley, Partridge, Payne, Pickens, Pope, 
Powell, Ramsey, Rayner, Reding, Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, _ 
Rogers, Roosevelt, J. M, Russell, Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd,’ 
Shields, William Siih, Snyder, Sprigg, Stanly, Steenrod, 
Alexander H. H. Stuart, John T. Stuart, Summers, Sumter, 
Sweney, Taliaferro, John B. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, 
Triplett, Turney, Yan Buren, Ward, Warren, eller, 
Westbrook, Edward D. White, James W. Wiliams, C. H. 
Williams—118. : Sra 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, S. J Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg, 
Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Birdseye, Blair, Botts, Brewster, 
Briggs, Brockway, Jeremiah Brown, Calhoun, Childs, ‘Chit- 
tenden, S., N. Clarke, Cooper, Cowen, Cranston,. Cushing, 
G. Davis, Richard D, Davis, John Edwards, Ferris, ‘Fessen- 
den, Fillmore, John G. Floyd, A, I, Foster, Gates, Giddings, 
P. G Goode, Granger, Green, Hall, Halsted, ‘Henry, Howard, 
Hudson, W. W. Irwin, James, John P. Kennedy, Law- 
rence, Linn, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Morgan, Morris, 
Morrow, Osborne, Pearce, Pendleton, Benjamin Randall, 
Randolph, Ridgway, Rodney, William Russell, Saltonstall, 
Truman Smith, Stokely, Stratton, Tillinghast, Toland, Tom- 
linson, Trumbull, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, 
Washington, Thomas W. Wiliams, Winthrop, Augustus 
Young, John Young—75. s 

And the SPrAKER said: : y 

“Bo the House decide that they will now consider this yeso- 
lution.” 

The Speaker gave the floor p Mr, UNDERWOOD: 

But Mr. ADAMS rose and *demanded the benefits of. the 
sixth article of the amendments to: the Constitution of the 
United States, which said article is in the following words: 

“In all criminal prosecutions the accused shall enjey the 
right to a. speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury .of the 
State and district wherein the crime shall have been commits 
ted, which district shall have been previously ascertained by 
law, and to be informed of the nature and canse of the accusa- 
tion; to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to have 
compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor; and to 
have the assistance of counsel for his defence.” oe 

And Mr. A. desired that the motion might be entered on the 


journal. 
OM UNDERWOOD then resumed the floor, and addressed 
the Iouse at considerable length. ; 

Mr. U. said that he had been born among slaveholders,’edu- 
cated by a slaveholdey, and had lived all his life among them. 
Jle had been honored by them. He intended to discuss this 
question; and, in his own mind, he had determined to overrule 
the exception which the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Apams] had taken to himself (amongst others) as one of his 
triers. Ye did not see that any exception of that kind made to 
nearly one half of the members of this House ought to prevail. 
It certainsy could not incapacitate them from trying any mem- 
her brouzht before the House charged with any offence. And 
he apprehended that this exception taken to one situated ashe 
was himself, might have some influence (though he hoped it 
might have none) in creating feelings of asperity on the part of 
the triers towards the accused, He had, from the commence- 
ment of this business, protested against its introduction here, 
He had some cxperience in relation to proceedings of this kind 
in this House. $ , 

He once saw a man brought here to be tried for contempt in 
refusing to answer questions befure a committee. They con» 
sumed some days, probably a week or more, in ineffectual ef- 
forts to punish him for a contempt, perpetrated before a com- 
mittee, and which was regarded as a contempt of the House; 
and ultimately they dismissed him, after rendering themselves 
(he did not wish to use harsh terms) in the opinion. of the coma 
munity not very estimable for their proceedings. He had seen 
vations attempts made to punish members for assaults and 
batteries committedin the presence of this body itself, while it 
was sitting; and they had (am eventuated in incffectual efforts to 
inflict punishment upon them, å 
tle had seen other Kasta, He hadseen those who had fought 
duels arraigned beforea committee. A report was made; reso- 
lwions were offered; and he had seen investigations of that sort 
Jast from the 13th or 14th of April te the 10th of May, without 
coming to any conclusion; and, at last, after scenes similar to 
this had lasted week after weck, the subject was dismissed. 
With all these facts fresh in his memory, he bad deemed it his 
duty to raise the question on the introduction of the whole sub- 
ject so soon as it was br tup. He had been overruled, 
They had come to the ofthe case—and to the trial in 
their own way of the gentieman from Massachusetts—they hav- 
ing overruled his obicction of jurisdiction, as some gentlemen 
thought, but, as others thought, having merely dccided that 
they would consider the question now, | i 

He proposee to consider the question on its merits, whether it 
ought to be overruled, And Mr. U. was understood to refer 
to the votes of members, remarking that, in the confusion which 
existed as tothe actual state ofthe question, it would be impos- 
sible todecide who had cast their votes on the question of time, 
and who on the question of power, . 

He knew he had no prejudices in the case, for it happened 
that his views and opinions had all been heretofore expressed 
in the case of Graves and Cilley, which had been referred to, 

He proposed very briefly to call the attention of the members 
(very few of ®hom weve here at that time) to what he had then 
ae had objected to the jurisdiction of this House. We had 
ebjectad to the power of this House to punish or to have juris- 
diction in cases of this kind. And he objected again now. 
Subsequent reflection had satisfied him thet there was no 
power to punish in such cases—that it was unconstitutional to 
attempt it, 

The Constitution declared that members should be exempt 
from arrest during their attendance on Congress for every thing 
except felony or breach of the peace, butin reference to these 
offences members had no privilege whatsoever. What was as- 
sumedhere? Why,assoonasa man was accused of felony. of 


high treason, the House took him up and tried him for the of- 
fence on the ground that it would be immoral to associate with 
aman of sneh a character. Let him show the House the atti- 
tude in which they placed themselves by thus acting, and prove 
that it was palpably unconstitutional to assume or act. on any 
such ground, The Constitution says that in a case.of that kind 
there-should beno privilege. It was taken away from the mem- 
ber.: The civilauthorities had a right to take hold of him,, but 
this House took hold of him: Who had the prior right to do 
so? Could this House respond to the demand of the magistrate 
or sheriff who hada warraut for hisarrest, that it denied the 
right of the civil authorities to interfere, because it was a ques- 
tion of privilege, and this House would therefore try him first? 
This would be a violation of the Constitution, if the House did 
not give the individual up whenever he was demanded, to an- 
swer for the offence, by the civil authorities; Š 


Bui gentlemen might say that the effect of this doctrine would ` 


be that, however base a man might be, or however atrocious 
the crimes which he might bave committed, he would be thus 
declared a fit associate for the members of this House, and that 
they could not expel him. Nonsequitur. On the contrary, if 
he were thus so Dase a character, the members of this House 
might themselves become his accusers, and secure themselves 
against his contaminating influence. And if he were acquitted 
by that tribunal, it appeared to him (Mr. U.) to be a matter of 
doubt,whether the House could readjudicate in order to screen 
themselves from the contamination. 

Mr. U, here alluded to the case of the impeachment of Sena- 
tor Smith, which led to some explanations in relation to that 
case from Mr, ADAMS. ; 

Mr. U. said he would not go again over the argument which 
he had made on the former occasion, to which. he had alluded. 

. If gentlemen wished to know what the grounds he had taken 
were, they could turn to his remarks; he had no idea that gen- 
tlemen here would fee] sufficient interest in them to do so, but 
he wished those at home to look and see what they were. 

Mr. U. then adverted to the indefinite and unsettled character 
and extent of the. privileges of the members of Congress, and to 
the necessity of defining what they were. 

He objected, then, to the power of this House ia this caseas 
being wanted. And he objected for another reason. If the 
House had the power to punish, what punishment should it 
inflict? If the gentleman from Massachusetts was guilty of 
treason or subornation of perjury, it was to his (Mr. U.’s) mind 
worse than bathos to say he should be reprimanded. If the 
charge was true, expulsion was too mild a punishment. So 
was fine and imprisonment infinitely too mild. If he was a 
traitor; hanging should be the punishment which should be in- 

icted. _ . 

(Mr. Marswaty again denied, in the most emphatic manner, 
as he had done yesterday, that there was any such charge made 
against Mr. ADAMS.] 

Mr. Unperwoop argued that, if the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts had been guilty of the implication charged upon him 
in the resolution—if he were in heart and in soul a traitor— 
hanging was a more proper punishment than reprimand. 

Mr. U. then contended that this proceeding would be in vio- 
lation of the clause of the Constitution which says that cruel er 
unusual punishments should not be inflicted, (che word “unu- 
sual” here meaning those which were not prescribed before- 
hand;) and that ee post facto jaws should not be passed, 
(notifying thatthe laws by whicb the guilty were tried should 
be passed before the commission of the crimes.) He pro- 
tested against the punishment of members for im:uted of- 
fences, as he had heretofore done, until the Louse properly took 
up the subject, and prescribed the punishment that should be 
inflicted. i 

He had a plain Republican idea on this subject, which he 
thought the constituents ofevery member would sanction. Let 
members attend to their duty and do the business of their con- 
stituents faithfully andspeedily; they need not then be afraid 
ofthe tongue ofslander, nor a violation of their privileges in 
any portion of the Union. 

Me. U. said he now came to the evidence of the accusation, 
and thought he cowld show that they were arrogauing to them- 
selves the power of Almighty God, attempting to judge the 
motives of men, and to pronounce a¢cording to motives, and 
not the overt act. It was known full well that the doctrine of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. ApAmMs] on the right 
of petition was ultra in theextreme. He (Mir, U.) thought the 
gentleman was inan error, and that he could demonstrate it, 
and had done it in a letter to his constituents which he had not 
had the opportunity of delivering on this foor. They all knew 
the latitude to which the gentleman went Some years ago 
he, Mr. U. had seen him present a petition for his own ` expul- 
sion. The ocher day he had presented a petition for his own 
degradation as chairman of the Committee on Foresgu Affairs. 
He once presented a petition from aiman who asked the right ta 
build a house, without defining when or what obstructions were 
in the way; and he (Mr. U.) had heard the geaiteman say that 
the right of petition was co extensive with the liberty of speech. 
That was the ne plus ultra of the right of peiition. His (Me. 
Ws) opinion was, that uo man had a rightto petition unless the 
bady petitioned had a right to grant the prayer of the petition. 
The right of petition was limited. An error was that no limit 
should be imposed uniess the provision that the petition shoutd 
be couched in respectful language. The genileman had bat 
acted out the principle heretofore avowed in presenting this 
petition to the consideration of the House. Although ne (Mr. 
U.) considered their course of proceeding on the subject of pe- 
tition a greaterror, he had to this day been unable to procure 
a proper remedy. The right remedy was to take up this thing 
in a deliberate manner, and to define the right of petition. He 
had, therefore, voted against the 2lst rule because it excluded 
the people of Florida and the District of Columbia from the 
right of petition for the abolidon ofslavery. They bad the 
right and the non-slaveholding States had not the right to pre- 
sent petitions on thissubject. Congress, ever since the agitat- 
ing subject had been here, had refused to take up @his subject 
and act on it as men should. 

He said that no man had a right to petition, uniess the body 
petititoned hada right to grant the prayer. They had no right 
to dissolve this Union, but were bouud tosusiain it. And 
having no: power, no one had a right to come forward and ask 
them to do a thing which they could notdo. Je knew that 
his venerable associate in this House said that although they 
had no right to- grant the petition, yet they ought to hear it. 


He‘ (Mr, U ) denied that individuals had the right to pray for | 


any. body but themselves. What righi had they to pray for a 
man inthe moon? They know nothing of his relations, and it 
would be folly to pray for him; it would not be acceptable to 
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~ God? So it was with reference to the civil institutiona ‘of the 
county.” Those in- Massachusetts had no right to pray for a 
thing which belonged to him, andhim alone. It was nothing 
but arrogance and claim to superiority, and he prayed to. them, 
if his prayer could be‘heard, to put up no such prayers. Let 
-usalone, (continued he,) we think we understand our own inte. 
rests, and are capable offcarrying them out. It was. on this 
ground that ifthe question made by the gentleman from Virgi- 
nia (Mr. W.) ‘was persisted. in—and he hoped the gentleman 
would not withdraw it—ifthey evencame back to the recep- 
tion of the petition, he hoped they would have. a direct vote 
taken, and let each gentleman say whether they would receive 
the petition or not, when they had no power to grant ils 
prayer. . i he Lt 
His physical strength would not enable him ‘to go through all 


the arguments to show in what the right of petition consisted, ` 


-It consisted in asking of those who have authority to grant, 
something which affects the individuals asking—in asking for 
the passage or repeal of a law which operates on the petitioners; 
and, if it did not operate on them, they had no privilege to pe- 
tition concerning it. Ifthe existence of slavery in the District 
of Columbia could be shown to operate on a man five hundred 
miles off,he could petition concerning it; but if it did not, he had 
no more authority, on the principles of natural justice and mo- 
rals, to throw in his petition for their consideration than a man 

` in England or Russia; and it was the failuré to put forward any 
points on this great subject, to define the right or petition, which 
ad caused all the mischief and confusion on this subject. He 
knew. there were men here who did not wantto doit. Why 
were these eternal*agitations? Withsome for political effect; 
with some for religious and moral considerations, according to 
their conception; with some for one motive, and with others for 
another, but all concurring. in this, that eternal agitation on 
this subject is to be kept up for the purpose of accomplishing 

a manumission of slaves’ and the abolition of slavery in dif. 
ferent portions of this Union; and, he would add, asa gentleman 
from theslaveholding States remarked, with some for the ac: 
complishment of their own private purposes. There was 
nothing patriotic in neglecting to take up this question and put 
iton some basis which the people of the country could under- 
stand. Since he had been a member here, as a slaveholder 
anda Representative from a slaveholding State, he had de- 
sired nothing so anxiously as that the people of the North 
should take up this subject and dehateit to the fullest extent. 
Ife was not afraid to Jet any body talk abont it; and when they 
came to do it, he wouldshow that the condition in which they 

_ were placed, in a moral and political aspect was not, perhaps, 
worse than that of the other Staies, and if was, that they were 
not to blame for it. They could traceit back to the policy of 
England; and were they to be charged or censured by the 
world for the existence of an institution which had been en- 
tailed on them by another Government entirely independent of 
their own action? They were not. 

Ue therefore said, in reference to all those rules, denominated 
gag rules, “away with them.” They (the South) were the 
weaker portion, were in the minority. The North could do 
what they pleased with them; they could adopt their own mea- 
sures. All he asked was, that they would let them (the South) 
know what those measures were—they would show their hand; 
and when he and his constituents knew precisely what was in- 
tended, then they would be prepared to {ake the ul:imate steps 
which became them as men. What did the rules do? 
The gentleman from Virginia: [Mr. Wisz,] the other day, 
notwithstanding the rules, had taken up abolition papers, 
and read one afier another to show the various abolition 
movements, 

Mr. WISE begged the geutleman would do him justice, while 
making these remarks, and himself disenssing this 2lst rule and 
the subject of slavery as much as he(Mr. W.) had done, to say 
that he(Mr. W.) did all_in his power in every form to keep off 
that discussion. After it began, and he wasattacked personal- 
ly, he was obliged to discuss this subject; and he hoped the gen- 
tleman would not blame him for doing whathe was compelled 
to do against his own will. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said he had not censured the gentleman; 
far fromit. He had no objections to his discussiag it fully, and 
(o Northern men talking in the same way. His policy had been 
to ascertain what Northern men intended. Let them all discuss 
as much asthey pleased on this particular topic, They had 
attempted, by the 21st rule, to suppress debate on this subject; 
and that attempt at suppression, in failing to show who had 
the right to petition, and who had not, had been the source of 
all the agitation, alarm, and apprehension on the part of the 
people he represcnted. 
with. 

One thing he knew very well: that the State he in part re- 
presented bad perhapsa deeper interest in this subject than any 
other, except Maryland anda smal! poruon of Virginia, And 
why? Because he knew that, to dissolve the bonds of this 
Union, and separate the different States composing this confede- 
racy, nuking the Obio river the line, and Mason and Dixows 
line the boundary—he knew as soon as that was done, slavery 
was done in Kentucky, Maryland, and a large portion of Virgi- 
nia, and it woull extend toal the States south of this line. 
The dissolution of the Union was the dissolution of slavery. It 
had been the common practice for Souther men to get up on 
this floor and say, “touch this subject, and we will dissolve this 
Union as a remedy.” Their remedy was the desiructiou of the 
the thing whichthey wished to save, and any sensible man could 
see it. If they split, the Northern man would say that as soon 
asa man touches our boders he was disenthralled. Ifthe Union 
were dissolved into two parts, as he had supposed, the slave 
would cross the line, and then turn round and curse his master 
from the other shore. ‘That was theirremedy! And it might 
be that these petitionere had locked at this remedy, first sug- 
gested by Southern men. It was the very thing ta accomplish 
their object; and, if they succeeded in it, it would accomplish 
this object. But he believed there was good sense enough in the 
people of the North and South, if they weuld raise this matter 
calmly, address their intellects, and speak to them as rational 
men, that there was reason enough in them to save this Union. 
They were passionately fond of this Union; there were deat as- 
sociations which mada them love the Union, and. as he trusted, 
to theend oftime, Flow could those people, who had fought 
together for their independence, for the establishment and main- 
tenance of the Union, kindred as they were, and endeared to 
each other, how could they bring themselves to split from each 
uther; and in cases that might occur, how could the the people of 
Ohio foid their arms and stand on the northern bank of the 
Ohio river, as a boundary between the two divisions of the 
Union, and do nothing to save the people of Kentucky from 


He wanted this thing done away 


their doom? -It was impossible... God never intended’ that this 
separation should take place; and all. the fury, madness,-and, he 
might say, crime, inany portion of the Union, could.not:so farget ~ 
the better of the good sense of this people as to-allowthis.s f. 
things to come to pass. It could not. pe, and: a-North¢ 
before him said it should not be. He thanked: him for the 3 
ment. _Hehoped if these petitioners were actuated by-anys 
motive, as he had supposed they might be; ifthey, had addr 
this petition here seriously with this nefarious: purpose, weh 
although it did not amourt to. treason, yet invited. treason, he 
hoped that there were no mote than these forty-five persons: who 
entertained a design so fatal. “He wanted to say.to Abolitionists 
on this floor that the doctrine of their creed, so fay ag he under 
stood them, was this: that nothing would satisfy them.short.of- 
emancipating their slaves, and placing them onan equality with 
tbomselves in regard to religious and moral rights.. He would 
appeal to the gentleman [Mr. Gippincs] belore him if this wag 
not their doctrine, we j : 

Mr. GIDDINGS said it gave him great pleasure to: respond 
to the feelings whichthe honorable member had expressed. To 
all those sentiments which he had uttered he responded from 
his inmost soul. Ife would also say. that he was an Aboli- 
tionistto the fullextent. ia which he understood that term. 
That he had conversed with hundreds, and perhaps he might 
say thous :nds, but he had never heard one int:mate any. inten- 
tion or wish to interfere politically with the institution of slaye- 
ry in Kentucky or any other State. They claim no-such righty 
nor do they ask any such privilege. Gentlemen may consider 
him as speaking ex cathedra if they choose.. He. would thers 
say that all imputations and charges. of -their desire to do sa, 
were, so far as he was informed, unfounded. On the contrary, 
they ask to be relieved from such intérference and taxation for 
the supportof slavery. They ask that itshauld: not . interfere ; 
with them. Let us cease to appropriate the money of the free 
States for the suppert of slavery. . Let Congress. cease. to .in- 
volve the free States in the disgrace orsupport of that institue 
tion, and they will be satisfiedas to political action...” ° Yo 

Mr. UNDERWOOD continued, Je was happy to hear. the 
gentleman say that Kentucky should not suffer. under any. 
emergency, and that he [Mr. G.] would stand by her as long as 
Mr. Ü, would stand by Ohio. There was one: little qualifica- 
tion in the concluding sentence of the gentleman from Ohio 
which he did not thoroughly explain; that he wanted to be 
exempt from taxation and tobe delivered from all connection 
with the institution of slavery, The time might come—he 
hoped never to see it—when bis Northern brethren would have 
to be taxed a little in pursuance of the Constitution, and not 
only taxed, but have to march too; and itat is to delivered from 
this march andtaxes—My friend [Mr. Gippines) says “No? 

I hope he may have an opportunity to explain. 

(Cries of “Now,” “now.”?] . 

The SPEAKER said it would require universal censent, 

Mr. CHAPMAN objected. i 

Mr. UNDERWOOD thought perhaps the House had better 
let the gentleman explain, A S ; 

{Cries of “Now,” “now? “no objection is made.’’} 

Mr, CHAPMAN withdrew his objection. y 

Mr. GIDDINGS took the floor and was about proceeding, 
when 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL renewed the objection, ~ 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said he would then go on and bring his 
remarks tu a close. Ife repeated again that as the gentleman 
(Mr. Gipprnes] had said to him that Le had no intenvon to re- 
fuse to pay taxes, and to march when negessary—having said 
that, when his future explanation came, there might be nothing 
so offensive in his courseas thisterm carried the idea of. “He, 
Mr U. wasone of those who had never been governed: by names; 
things, deeds, actions were all. If the genteman from.Ohio 
would stand by him inaction, that was all he wanted. 

But he had risen to remark to that class, jl there were any 
such hore, whose intention it was to put the negro on the same 
politica: level with the white maneto. tell ihe Abolitionist, 
whoever he might be, You are attempting an-utter' impossibi- 
lity; that never, as long as this world stood, did they iniend.to 
consentto any snch thing. If they designed this, they were. 
attempting an impossibility. H was a death struggle ‘for tie 
South. 

They (the North) had the power, and he wanted them io 
show their hand, so that he coald understand trem, and to show 
his constituents what they intended. Just as soon as they re- 
fused Lo restore fugitive slaves, am! open an asylum to (hen, 
and invite them to refuge among them, he kiew that slave la- 
bor was thenceforth useless la Kentucky, asl, as faras he 
could, wouk give them the blessing of Uns class. He wouid 
say lo the slaves, “goio you friends, b know that, ta 
stay here, you make me your slave.” The stave could steal a 
horse, and in twenty-four hours be beyond ihe reach oF his 
They made by this the master the slave, and uot only 
this, cowardly and meansiave. Tho Anglo-Saxon blood 
should remain pure on their side, and the mixture might take 
place among these who wanted to force on them this religigys 
and civil equality. 

The Consuntion of the country had deflued tr n, thatit 
should consist only in levying war against itie United States, or 
adhering to iisenemics and giving them ald and cou auec. | 
What was the reason that it was put into the Coustiarden 
itscli? Toget clear of this undefined definition, that luuseness 
of coustrucuon which prevated in the old couuiry, and by 
which many men innocently were sento the gallows, That 
was the object of this glorious Constitution ia giving the defi- 
nition eftreason, Jt was to consistin overt acts, and tiese to 
be proved by two witnesses. f: i i 

He would atiemptto show that this proceeding against the 
gentleman from Massachusetts was to punish him for an im- 
puted motive, and when he had done that, he would conclude 
hisremarks. Tfe admitted that this was an invitation to tca- 
son; it was not treason, but a mere invitation to (reason. Ț 

What had the gentleman from Massachusetts been guilty of? 
Ikad he invited them, according to the petition, to be euilty or 
treason? itow did tis turpitude artachto the gentleman? Han 
he sanctioned the petition? Et-had been stated here and a 
asif he had; but, ithe understood the gentleman from 
chusetts, he coupled the presentation of the petition witha rr 
tion to refer it to a committee to report expr reascns aga 
it, to repudiate it, to discounienance It: and 
from Virginia (Mr. Wise] had. hadthe Fe e 
Father of his Country tead, teachi ig that they mast discounte. 
nance every movement ofthis kind. Here was the exp 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts, at the time he presented 
the:petition, asking for its condemnation. ‘The question was, 
was the gentleman censurable init?) Mighthe not have been, 


ther this motive was really agitation and mischief? They 
could niot tell, unless gifted with the spirit of Omniscence to. 
dive into the inmost recesses of his soul and discover what mo- 
tive actuated him. -How could they tell that he was influenced 
by base, improper, and treasonable motives? ~ In attempting to 
decide it they were arrogating to themselvesthe power of Om- 
niscence. . $ ‘ 2 

He would close witha remark as tothe consequence of this 
proceeding, if it was carried out. The people of this country, 
in framing this glorious Constitution, had exempted them from 
being broughtin question elsewhere than on this floor for. any 
thing they might say here, Their object was to secure the 
most unbounded liberty of speech and action; but they hadim- 
posed onthemalimit. They had said Congress should pass 
rules, and fora breach of those rulesthey might expel a mem- 
ber by the consent of two-thirds.. But this was for violating the 
rules, and not for the mode of action which.a man might con: 
scientously take here, 

What was their action? Was it to get at the gentleman from 
Massachusetts ‘or violating the rules of order? He simply rose 
in his place and presented a petition, Was it a disorderly pro- 
ceeding, within the meaning of the Constitution? No. What, 
then, were they attempting? It was to punish the gentleman 
under the declaration he had naade, for the manner in which he 
conceived himself bound, and in duty bound, to represent a por- 
tion ofthe people of Massachusetis—erroneously ashe (Mr. U.) 
thought. But could they punish him for that motive; And sup- 
pose that they did it; they had already excited a consi- 
derable spirit of hostility “by the 2ist rule, judging from 
the petitions sent here. Now, in addition to that, if 
they inflicted punishment upon this man, who would go 
home and tell his constituents that he had considered the 
liberty of petition coextensive with that of speech, and 
he had thrown in every thing that had been forwarded to him, 
for which he had received this treatment at their hands, what 
would they say? “Ifhe, their Representative, was compelled 
to associate with such men, they would cut loose the bonds of 
the Union.” He told them to beware how they put it intothe 
power of the gentleman from Massachusetts to go heme and 
tell his constituents that he wasa martyr to the right of petition, 
He said to his Southern friends, beware how you doit! It 
seemed to him that no good could come out of it, and from 
the bottom of his soul he believed. great harm would result, 
He, therefore, appealed to them to abstain from it. 

_ Mr. ARNOLD next obtained the floor, but, at the solicita- 
tion of Mr, Borts, yielded it to that gentleman for a few mo- 


ments. 

Mr. BOTTS said he had listened with very great pleasure 
to the warm and patriotic remarks of the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, [Mr. UnpeRwoon,] and should have been perfectly con- 
tent to have submitted the question to the House at this time, 
but that he differed so widely from the views of the majority 
of this House, as indicated by the votes taken, and so widely 
from a large majority of his colleagues upon this flvor, and the 
Southern detegation in general, that he did not feel himself at 
liberty to have the question taken without submitting his views 
on this important subject; and, in doing this, he did not mean 
to become pledged to detend the general course of the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts. The gentleman had said and done 
many things on this floor which did not meet his approbation, 
and in saying this he meant no disrespect to the gentleman from 
Massachusetts. He must lose alt respect for himself before he 
could bring himself to wound the feelings of that venerable 
gentleman; and he meant no imputation on any other gentle- 
man. He had givewsome evidence of these things. When 
the gentleman hadasked on Saturday last to defend himself 
from the charge of monomania, he had voted to grant permis. 
sion, When he thought the gentleman had trespassed on and 
abused the courteay of tha House, he withdrew that leave; and 
yethe was prepared to make many apologies for his course. 
From what he hadseert of that gentleman on this floor, he was 
inclined to believe that he expressed very many sentiments in 
the irritability of the weight of years that hung on him, which 
his own calm reflection would condemn. There was enough 
on this floor passing under his immediate observation to pro- 
voke the gentleman, and, if he might use the expression, to 
‘bedevil’? him, 

What was the question belore the House? And what was 
the offence committed by the gentleman from Massachusetts? 
The gentleman had presented to this House a petition, not ask- 
ing that Congress should dissolve this Union by an actof legis- 
lation, but that Congress should devise measures by which the 

eaceful dissolution may be effected. The gentleman from 

Massachusetts, standing here as one of the patriots of the land, 
after having been in the service of the country for half a cen- 
tury, with one footstanding—he would say, if the gentleman 
would pardon him—on the verge of the grave, asked that the 
petition might be referred to a committee, of which he would 
of course, in common courtesy, be placed at the head, that he 
mighthave an opportunity of doing—what? Of appealing 
to his fellow-citizens, and remonstrating with them against the 
horrors of a dissolution of the Union. He had told them that 
this was a feeling not confined tothe forty-six individuals who 
had signed that petition; that it is a growing and inereasing 
evil; and thatthe seatiment is widely spread throughout (he 
Commonwealth of which he is a Representative. Ang he 
asked them to permit him, as a member of this House, to pre- 
sent a remenstrance, and appeal to these petitioners against the 
folly of their course, 

(Mr, Avams bowed his head to the table in assent to Mr. B’s 
suggestion as to his motives. } 

That was his (Mr. B’s) understanding of the subject. And on 
that question the proposition was submitted: first, that the gen- 
tleman should be censurcd; and then, shouid deem it a mark of 
great grace and mercy on the part of the House that he was not 
expelled. 

The question of the dissolution of the Unien did not sound 
for the first time on his ear, or upon the ear of the House. If 
he mistook not, some three or four years ago a member from 
South Carolina, and a gentleman now a member of this body, 
prepared a resolution— whether he submitted it or not, or asked 
leave to present it, was not within his recolection—but he 
knew that there was a letter published, which he believed the 
gentleman had afterwards avowed himself to be the author of, 
in which he said that he had had in his draw for some time a 
resolution asking Congress for the appointment of a commit- 
tee, consisting of one member from each State in the Union, to 
devise measures for the dissolution of the Union. 


Mr, WM, BUTLER here requested the gentleman from Vir- 


thated by an honorable motive?. How. could they. tell whe- | 
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giniato state to what member from South Carolina he re . 
ferred to. . A : 

Mr. BOTTS said he had referred to Mr.. RHETT. f 

Mr. RHETT said, excepting this, [a laugh, ] he had brought 
to the House the document containing the fact; from which he 
was about proceeding to read, when— ` 

Mr. ARNOLD said he hoped that this would be postponed. 
Mr. BOTTS said he yieldéd the floor only fer an explana- 
tion. {Criesof, no, no.} . 

Mr. RHETT said he wanted no explanation, except that the 
gentleman would allow the document.to which he had refer- 
red to be read, or a short extract of it, to show the real charac- 
ter of what he (Mr. R.) at that time did and said. The reso- 
lutions were intended. as an amendment to a proposition to 
abolish slavery in the District of Colombia, submitted in the 
form ofinstructions by the gentleman from Vermont. 

The SPEAKER, (addressing Mr. Botts.) Does the gentle- 
man yield the floor? ` . 

Mr. BOTTS said he had no objection; but other members 
seemed to object. If the gentleman had the- resolution, and 
would give it to him, he would read it. s 

Mr RHETT requested leave to explain, not by any new 
words of his, but by the words on which the gentleman relied 
for his accusation. He held in his hand a pamphlet from 
which he requested leave to read a single page. It was a 
pamphlet containing an address to his constituents, contain- 
ing the resolutions alluded to, with a narration of the circum- 
stances under which they were prepared.. It recites that they 
were written athis seat, but not offered to the House, duringa 
speech delivered by the gentleman from Vermont, (Mr. SLADE, ] 
who was discussing the subject of slavery in Virginia. It was 
on that memorable occasion when the Southern members left 
their seats and went down stairs to deliberate together on this 
wanton aggression of their common interesis. He then read 
the following extracts: š 

“Before entering upon the merits ofthe resolutions, however, 
permit me to remark, (what I suppose might be apparent to 
all,) that I had no expectation of passing them, or of even tak- 
ing a vote upon them. They were intended as amendments to 
a motion to refer with instructions to report a bill abolishing 
slavery in the District of Columbia. I expected them to share 
the fate which inevitably awaited the original motion, so soon 
as the floor could have been obtained, viz. to be laid upon the 
table. My design in presenting them was, to place before 
Congress and the people what, in my opinion, was the true 
issue upon this great and vital question; and to point out the 
course of policy by whieh it should be met by the Southern 
States. The resolutions are as follows: 

——“and the Constitution of the United States having proved 
inadequate to protect the Southern States in the peaceable en- 
joyment oftheir rights and property, it is expedient that the said 
Constitution should be amended, or the Union of the States be 
dissolved. 

“Resolved, That a committee of two members from each 
State in the Union be appointed, to report upon the expediency 
and practicability of amending the Constitution, or the best 
means of peaceably dissolving the Union.” eens: a 

“Tf, then, fellow citizens, the South is no longer in the peace- 
able enjoyment of her rights and peculiar institutions, under 
the Constitution of the United States, the question arises upon 
the second proposition in the resolution: Is it expedient that 
the Gonatitution should be amended, or the Wnion be dis- 
solve 

“Those, of course, who design using the Union and the Con- 
stitution forthe purpose of destroying the institution of slavery 
in the South, will recognise no such expediency. With them 
the bonds of the Union constitute the cords by which they pro- 
pose to bind the victim to the altar. With such designs, next 
to the atrocity of holding slaves, will be the least resistance to 
the means by which they expect to accompfish their purpose. 
Traitors themselves to the Constitution and every principle of 
faith or honor which brought us together, they may imagine 
that, by clamorously accusing others of a want of fidelity to 
their constitutional engagements, they may conceal their own 
base perfidy towards theirs; and when they suppose that we can 
be frightened into an abandonment of our rights by the cry of 
‘disunion,’ they only prove how soon we despise those whom 
we have wronged. With those, however, who have any regard 
for their own rights or the Union, the expediency of one of these 
alternatives wil} be easily understood. The evil must bear- 
rested, Itis vain, utterly vain, to suppose that the South will 
submit to the present state of things. Peace we must have, In or 
outofthe Usion., Our first duty is, to endeavor to obtain it con- 
sistently with our ailiance with our sister States in the Confe. 
deracy. Tt has been through the Constitution, under the cover 
of the Union, that our security has been threatened and our 
peace disturbed. To amend the Constitution is the mostobvious 
remedy. Make that clear in the Constitution which they (not 
the Abolitionists enly, but the Northern people generally) affect 
to consider doubtful; take away the power to abolish slavery 
in the District of Columbia and in the Territories south of the 
line established by the Missouri compromise; shut the sub- 
ject of slavery forever out of the halls of Congress, where it 
has been most faithlessly introduced; and let our sister States 
agree to do, what the laws of nations require of every friendly 
people, restrain their citizens from combining and plotting the 
overthrow of our institutions: ifsuch amendments ate proposed 
and adopted by the constitutional majority, the South will have 
repose, and the Union be perpetuated. But, if they are re- 
jected, it will conclusively prove to the South thatthe Union 
ough: to be dissolved. We can hold no terms of alliance with 
deliberate, openenemics; who seize (or permit their people to 
seize) upon the opportunity afforded by a friendly connection 
with them for other purposes, to accomplish the overthrow of 
our institutions: and when required to disavow the hostility and 
cease the aggression, decline to doeither. But I haveno doubt 
such amendments to the Constitution, if proposed in time, before 
the spirit of abolition has infected the public mind, will be 
adopted. They take nothiug from the North, while they are 
necessary to the South.” 

Mr. BOTTS conjinued. He was very willing to hear from 
the gentleman the arguments for the motion he had proposed to 
make. It was enough for him to know thata member of the 
House had prepared and was ready to offer a resolution to effect 
a dissolution of the Union, He did not understand him whether 
he asked leave to offer it. 

(Mr. Ruyerr. Idid not} __ 

Mr. B. Yet the gentleman himself, who had prepared a reso- 
lution, and was ready and waiting only the opportunity to pre- 
sentit to the House, that the House should proceed to dissolve | 


the Union, that gentleman voted against laying on the table the 


te 


proposition to censure or expel the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts. It was not only the doctrine of the gentleman from South 
Carolina, but of his whole State, or a majority of that State. 
They heid that they had a right to secede from the Union. If 
«one State hada right to secede, thirteen had. The separation 
of one dissolved the Union. The barrel falls to pieces the mos 
ment one staveis taken from the hoop: Gentlemen would ex- 
cuse him for saying, with his knowledge of what had transpired 
inthis House, that this. had appeared to him a great farce from 
the beginning—a perfect storm ina teapot, Talk about cen. 
suring the gentleman from Massachusetts! Look at the other 
end of this avenue? ‘There they found a man standing at-the 
head ofthe right arm of the defence of this nation—he meant 
the Secretary of the Navy—vwhe, the last time he had hada 
conversation with him on the subject, was an open, avowed, 
undisguised advocate of the immediate dissolution of the 
Union. : : 
Mr. Wise.. Ideny it. | 
Mr. Borrs. Whatauthority have you? Do you keep a re- 
cord of the conversations of the Secrqiary of the Navy? 
[Cries of “order,” “order.” 7 
Mr. WISE said he hoped his colleague would not fly into a 
flame. He didnot mean to offend him; but to.say this, that he. 
did not believe any man as authority, from conversation, from 
reading, or any other source, for saying that the present Secre- 
tary of the Navy ever went forthe unqualified dissolution of 
the Union. Ifhe ever advanced this idea of dissolution, he 
| (Mr. W.) undertook to say now in his Piet and would risk it 
on his authority, that, if he ever avowed such a doctrine, it was 
on qualifications, conditions, and reasons which the Secretary 
could defend. : R 
Mr. BOTTS said he had been induced, for some time, to re~ 
gard his colleague as the keeper of the concience of the King, 
Dut had not considered him the keeper of the consciences of all 
connected with the King. Nor did he recognise the right to say 
what wasthe opinion expressed by one of the Secretaries of 
Mr. Tyler’s administration. He (Mr. B.) asserted on his own 
responsibility that he had expressed such an idea, He had talk- 
ed with him for hours; and when the Secretary ofthe Navy 
deniedit, he (Mr. B.) would prove his statement. You (said 
Mr. B. addressing himself to Mr. , Wise) have no rightto de- 


ny it. 
The SPEAKER said the gentleman had no right to address 
amemberon this floor, A 

Mr. BOTTS repeated that, when the Secrétary of the Navy 
denied it, he would undertake to prove his statement. He 
challenged him to the proof. If there wereto be any charges 
for high treason, he demanded that the Secretary of the Navy 
should beput on his trial. He was the man. Do not talk 
about expelling the venerable gentleman from this hall who 
was discharging his duty. He believed the gentleman would 
present any petition. He was but discharging what he regard- 
ed asa constitutional and conscientious obligation by present- 
ing the petition here. For his part, if he were not afraid the 
gentleman wouldabuse this courtesy, he should be most happy 
toafford him the opportunity of presenting that paper to the 
American people, toset forthin striking lights the horrors 
which would result from the dissolution ofthe Union; and he 
had no doubt butit would operate as a corrective, He(Mr. 
B ) had been looking for this for some years past. He had been 
predicting that it would result in an application from the North- 
ern States of this kind. He believed that the fatal 21st rule had 
been the entering wedge to that excitement which the gentle. 
man from Massachusetts had said was increasing. When the 
Northern States got the power of denying the right to the 
Southern States of presenting any petition which they might 
consider a grievance, he ventured to say they would have 
such petitions from the South. . 

He regarded that.improper designs had been imputed to the 
gentleman from Massachusetts on this floor. His course had 
been dictated from the purest considerations of patriotism. He 
regarded the gentleman as having been treated with cruel seve- 
rity by the Representatives in this body, and he hoped the ques- 
tion would have been taken without an angry debate. Ifhe 
had not received the floor from the gentleman from Tennessee, 
he would himself have moved to Jay the whole subject on the 
table. He hoped the gentleman would follow up his remarks 
with this motion. P : 

Mr. ARNOLD of Tennessee said we had truly “fallen on evil 
times.” Whata spectacle had that House presented for the 
last three or four days, he might say the last five days, and, in- 
deed, since its first assembling at the extra session! He might 
even go further back than that; for the last seven years sceries 
of this kind had been occurring, and with increasing frequency, 
and growing worse and worse, tll now a stranger could not 
contemplate that House from the gallery without being remind- 
ed of the bloody French revolution. It was impossible to re- 
store or to preserve order; the Speaker had done every thing 
in his power, but in vain, What could the puny arm of any 
Speaker effect when gentlemen openly braved the authority 
both of the Speaker and of the House? „Mr. A. went on tọ al- 
lude to some particuiars of disorder which had recently occur- 
red, during avhich be was several times interrupted, and expla- 
nations passed; bat Mr. A. proclaimed himself as belonging to 
the peace party, and desired to avoid coming into personal cœli- 
sions with gentlemen. He appealed to gentlemen in behalf of 
the order of the House, and in the name of that country for 
which hisand their fathers had fought and bled. (A Jaugh.} 
Could gentleman laugh at that? If they did, he asked if ban- 
ditti could behave worse? [Roars of laughter.] He was en- 
tirely serious, and nothing was further from his purpose than 
to provoke merriment; jokes were now out of timeas well as 
out of place. R 

Mr. A. went onto argue on the necessity of observing order. 
If gentlemen were determined to resistthe authority of the bo- 
dy, they ought to leave it. He alluded to acontest during the 
called session, in which his life had been in imminent peril 
from personal violence; and during the present session, and 
within a few days, he had been bullied, apparently by concert 
and unders@@ading. For the offence he had committed in call- 
ing the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. RAYNER} to or- 
der, a member of tbis House—he was told he was a member of 
this House—came to his seat and attempted to bully him. Ano- 


ther member, who came from. Alabama, came to his seat at the 
same time, under very great excitement 

Mr. PAYNE of Alabama presumed that the gentleman al- 
luded to him. Didi, saidhe, make any remark to you. 

Mr. ARNOLD. No, you said nothing. It was not in or- 
der to interrogate the gentleman, but he wished toask him— 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman from Tennessee was not 
in order. 


. 
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Mr. ARNOLD proceeded. The gentleman from Louisiana 
observed, “I understand you are a great hand at keeping order, 
sir.” Lanswered him: Itry to do so; to which he answered 


that I was the most disorderly member ofthe House. He saw . 


at once, Mr, A. continued, that the gentleman wanted tohave a 

difficulty with him, and he was determined to have none; andl 

admonish gentlemen that 1 belong to the peace party, and if 

these fighting gentlemen become rampant and want to fight, 

vite are a few Seminoles !eftand they had better go and fight 
em. 

{Here there wasso much noise and confusion that the Report- 
er could not hear what followed.) 

Mr. A. when heard again, went on to say, that the gentleman 
from Louisiana came hisseat, and told him “he was a d——d 
coward” and “a d—J blackguard,” and that, if he did not be- 

- have better, “he would cut his throat from ear to ear.” If the 
Demoeracy employed persons to bully members here, he 
hoped that if any of them came to cut “his throat he would 
make a mistake and cut his own, which would be a great deal 
better, {A laugh.]} j 

- (Mr. Ruerr here rose to call Mr. A.‘to order for irrele- 
vancy.] 

Mr. A. said he was speaking of the disorders of thls House, 
and if there could be a case more directly relevant to that sub- 
ject on the face of God Almighty’s globe, he should be glad to 
hear it. If the Democracy chose to laugh at these things, let 
them; he thought they were better calculated to make a man’s 
blood to curdiein his veins. Was aman’s life to be threatened 
because he endeavored to support the Chair in enforcing the 
order of a legislative body? Butlet gentlemen take their 
course; neither pistols nor bowie knives shall ever avail tom- 
duce them to swerve a hair’s breadth from the path of his duty. 
Ifthey chose for this to murder bim, let them wy it: “a coward 
died many deaths, abrave man could die but once.’ These 
frequent scenes of uproar and disorder had operated asi mpedi- 
ments, as chevaus de frises in the channel of legislation, and 
the people observed and complained of it. 

Mr. A. said he had a word or two to the aged gentleman 
from Massachusetts and the young gentleman from Virginia. 
In offering them he meant no offence. The gentleman’s locks 
were now bleached by the snows of nearly four-scerce years; 
his palsied hand might daily be witnessed by every gentleman 
who observed him in his seat, or when addressing the House; his 
feeble step in the streetsadmonished all who looked upon him 
that he was near that bourne from which no traveller returns. 
He could say nothing willingly to wound the feeling of sucha 
man. And he confessed that it gave him pain to see him bearded 
and assailed, again and again, from day to day, by those who 
were, in comparison, but beardless boys; nor did it cause him 
less regret to see that venerable man, when thus provoked, 
viving vent to his passions in the manner that. was too often 
witnessed here. ‘Frue, it was very natural, but yet it was 
greatly to be regretted. The gentleman’s indomitable spirit 
was perfectly known to those who vexed him, and that no op- 
position could ever swerve him inthe least degree. when he 
supposed himseifto be inthe right; and be therefore the more 
regretted to sve these boys getting up and rasping and chafing 
and bullying him. Yes, boys—who were but of yesterday, in 
comparison to him, and who were not out.of their swaddling 
clothes when that_ gentleman was serving his country in the 
highest stations. Mr. A. had long known the charactar of the 
gentlemani as a politician; he was among. the boldest and most 
earless; he never fought under a false flag, bnt “wore his heart 
upon the sleeve for every, daw to pick at.” Mr. A. adverted to 
the days In which thë gentleman from Massachusetts, the 
gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Wrsm,] and himself, had 
fought side by side under ule same fag, and though he did 
not approve of all the gentleman did, he was still disposed to 

“Be to his faults a tittle blind, 
Be to his virtues ever kind.” 

He had hoped these disgraceful secnes had now reached their 
crisis, Hehad been amazed—or, to use a Western phrase, he 
had been “stumped” at the position occupied within these last 
few days by the gentieman from Massachusetts and the young 
gentleman from Virginia--to sec two members of this House 
attacking each other, as if they were ready to tear each other's 
eyes oul! and yet while they were thus assailing each other 
with the utmost vehemence, he believed, all the while, their 
course, in effect, tended to the very same point; that was, if the 
gentleman froin Massachusetts was, inthe sense charged by his 
Opponent, and Abolitionist, (but this Mr. a. denied.) He hoped 
he should not offend the young gentleman from Virginia, if he 
said that his effo esterday and the day before--his violent, 
furious, and virdi ILO One sorgueech his semor, and 
his readings by the ho rom Abolition docaments, were all 
more potent iastruments in the hands of the Aboliionists chan 
any thing else on the face of the globe; it woall do more to ad- 
vance their cause, than any thing that had ever heen done in this 
country. The gentleman had told them, and told the conntry,- 
that they were backed by the mighty power of Engeland, and 
that of all the crowned heads of Eure; they were all ina ge- 
neral combination to push on this cause; and, superadded to all, 
that they had the aid of a powerful English party in this coun- 
try, at the head of which was the venerable gentleman from 
Massachusetts. On this gentieman’s power ani abilities he had 
dwelt in the very highest terms, and had sent forth this from 
this hall of Congress to the four winds of heaven. Was any 
thing, could any thing be better calculated to stir up every Abo- 
litionist in the land. to fresh activity, and to make him feel 


that now was the accepted time? Had the gentleman 
‘from Massachusetts been an Abolitionist, in the most 
exceptionable sense of that term, he might have 


struggled for years, ay, till the grave had covered him, and 
notdoneasinuchto ail the designs of those men as would he 
accomplished by these unfortunate admissions of the gentle- 
man from Virginia. He had toid thom that there were millions 
Ofslaves ready at the firstsound of the tocsin. at the first gleam of 
the torch of the incendiary, to leap forth and strike for emanci- 
pation, and that there was a powerful army levicdsin the West 
Indies, and another in Canada, ready to aid them. But as to 
what the gentleman had said about an Engiish party in this 
country, it was a calumny on the people of this Union. Mr. 
A. denied it: there was no'such British party: he said it sounded 
very much like the remnant of an old stump speech [a laugh] 
prepared for some obscure neighborhood where the people did 
not read much; and it put Mr. A. in mind of a speech he had 
once heard delivered with great vehemence by a stump orator 
in the West before an election, who, when he got down from the 
stump, said to Mr. A. witha laugh, “Did E not putit into them 
about British party? I know they hate Adams, and I thought 
that more likely to go down with them than aay thing else I 


could say! Mr. A. had seen the same farce played off more than 
once; but it was now-most untimely. Sp woah . 

Mr. A. next proceedsd to notice some very extraordinary 
points of coincidence between the aged and venerable gentle- 
man from Massachusetts and the young gentleman from Vir- 
ginia. The young gentleman had charged Mr. A. with being 
a Federalist, and a descendant of the Federal aristocracy ; 


and then. made a great flourish about his own descent from- 


the ‘old Federalists of. Virginia, and. of his family being 
associated with the Marshalls. - Nay, he had-not a relative, 
living or dead, on the ground or wnder it, who was not a 
Federalist; and he did not intend to hear them abused here. 
Here, “then, were a couple of Federalists, whose apparent 
conflict so completely tended one'way, that a bystander might 
suppose it a sham fight—that they were, in reality, kith 
and kin, and allies, leagued together to help. up the cause of 
abolition. s 

[Here some explanations passed, in which Mr. Wise denied 
his having ever admitted that he was or ever had been himself a 
Federalist.] : 

Mr. A, admitted this, but his family were; and what was bred 
in the bone was hard to get outof the flesh. [A laugh.] All 
his fathershad lived and died Federalists: he, alone, was a De- 
mecrat. ‘That circumstance, alone, was enongh to subject him 
to suspicion. Heand the gentleman from Massachusetts very 
often voted together on great national questions; and he believed 
they were both what were called Tyler Whigs,” and support- 
ers of the present Administration. Mr. A. understood such to 
be the sentimentsof the gentleman from Massachusetts, and 
that he was opposed to restricting the veto, as proposed by a 
distinguished Senator in the other House. : 

Thegentleman from Virginia wasa Tyler Whig, of course; 
but Mr. A. must say he thought that he had observed of Jate 
that the gentleman was shifting his sails a little. Probably he 
perceived that Captain Tyler was likely to get nothing more 
than a cogporal’s guard, and that at the same time he noticed 
with satisfaction the very loving attachment and loyalty mani- 
fested toward himself by that modern “Democracy” which no- 
body living had so excoriated for years as that very gentleman. 
Oh, if any thing was calculated to fill a man’s soul with dis- 
gust, it was to see these men, on whom he had once heaped the 
most Vi'uperative epithets that the language afforded. now con- 
sulting him on all cecasions, and ready to fawn and Jick his 
aes feet! But a whipped cur was ever the most fawning 

og. 

According to appearances, Mr. A. rather suspected that 
“Captain Tyler” would before very long be left even without 
so much asthe corporal’s guard which now adhered to him. 
The country, it would seem, was to be divided between a great 
Whig party on the one hand, and on the other the old Loco Foco 
party headed by the gentleman from Virginia. [A laugh.] 
Coming events were said to cast their shadows before; and it 
seemed likely that the redoubtable Captain Syler, in attempting 
to sit upon two stools, would come fat on the ground—a fate 
Le well deserved, as every traitor did. 

Such being the coincidences between these two brother Fede- 
rajists, Mr. A. thought that they ought to make. up and meet 
as friends. Indeed, they seemed maile for cach other, they were 
so nearly alike in their tempers and passions. Roth were of the 
genuine Federal stock--both were opposed to limiting the veto 
—both professed to be opposed to Abolition—and they were, 
pro tempore at least, both supporters of the present Adminis. 
tration. Clearly, then, they ought to shake hands, They were 
both ruling spirits of disorganization and confusion in this 
House; and they were, in this respect, such a complete match, 
that Mr. A, had more than once remarked that if they were put 
ina hag together, and well-shaken, he did not know which 
would fall ont. first, | Laughter.] 

Having said thus much to the young genUeman from Vir- 
ginia, who he hoped would take no offence at it, for he had a 
terrinle horror of coming in contaci with that gentjeman. [A 
laugh.} 

Mr. WISE. The gentleman can’t offend me. 

Mr. ARNOLD. Tameglad, indeed, to hear that I can’t make 
the gentleman mad. Indeed, F think he is ina much b: tter hu- 
mor to-day than I have seen him for a longtime, He does not 
look near so cross and fiery ashe did yesterday, Iam in hopes 
that the advice I have given him has done him good; and were 
it not that “the Democracy” have so much stronger temptations 
fer him than I can pretend to have, I should really begin to hope 
that 1 had roade a convert of him. 

Mr, A. said he had pursued a different course from that of 
many of his colleagues ‘on the subject of petitions. Ile felt en- 
mity (o none of them. Onthe contrary, he was actuated by 
a very friendly feeling, and he had wrestled with himself and 
had tried his pest io join them--he did not say to satisfy his 
conscience, for, since a certain event, that word had become a 
stink in the land. 

After some remarks in which Mr. A. refarred to his course ai 
fhend of the present session, his endeavors to enforce 
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der and his determination to do his opponents ample jusuce, 
fand the feeli of disappointment he had experienced, he said 
‘that he now wished to address a word to his Sou‘ bern neighbors 
and colleagues. It. bad been a painful thing to him to separat: 
from them in relation tothe policy to be pursved towards en- 
forcing the 21st rule, and towards the right of peiitien generally. 
The gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Unpserwoop] had antici- 
pated much of what hehad intended to say on that subject 
and bad said it much better than Mr. A. could pretend to do, 
and he would take this occasion of rendering bis thanks as 
well to that gentieman as to the gentleman from Virginia near 
him (Mr. Borts] forthe exhibition they had this dav made of 
that rare virtue among politicians, inoral courage. Yes, it was 
a rare virtue, and the wantof it was the greatest evil that bad 
long afflicted the political condition of this country. ,Gentle- 
men were continually consulting and inquiring, and whatever 
might be their convictions of right would go for nothing unless 
all their friends went ith them. If be wereasked what was 
the greatest calamity that exbibited itself in our public affairs, 
his answer would be, a want of sufficient moral courage in our 
politicians to do what they saw and believed to be right. 

Gentlemen were afraid of losing their seats; butof what value 
was a seat in Congress toa pablic man, if, while occupyimg it, 
he could not serve his country. The seat of such a man wasa 
disgrace to him, and he to jt. When a men’s judgment was 
thoroughly convinced, he ought to go straight forward and do 
his duty—do it at the sacrifice of his popularity, and that, if 
need be, forever, Butit would seldom happen in the long run 
thata man would lose the esteen of his constituents by boldly 
pursuing aright course. The American people were an intel- 
ligent, a candid, and a generous people. They might, on an ar- 


tificial tempest of feeling got up-for-party ends, be cajojed and ` 
trodden down by demagogues, but the Hour of reflection came, 
and they were again redeemed- from their thraldom. -This want. 
of moral courage wasa crying sin; and. worse that party spirit 
itself, to which, indeed, moral courage. would speedily . put an 
end, for which it was the only effectual antidote... Men: who. 
put onthe party harness, and were determined never 10 leave, 
the party traces, would find themselves more than half the time 
doiag wrong. Attempts had been made to put that harness óns. 
Mr. A. but he had kicked resolutely-and refused. to. draw.: 
proofof this, he referred to the election of officers of the House, 

He would now address a few words to his friend from Virgir 
nia, (Mr. Wise ]} We had now reached a crisis on this. matter 
of petition when one side or the other must give way, or the 
Union be dissolved, and us destruction be followed by all the: 
horrors of civil war. What good result could arise. from keep- 
ing open the question on the 2lstrule? Whena petition was 
sent to a member of that House, no matter how much he might 
disapprove the object prayed for, wich what reluctance was it- 
that he refused to present the petition, particularly if he: was 
pretty hard run in bis district, and had been elected but by a 
smal] majority. Ifhe refused to present the petition, he might 
calculate on losing the support of those frien’s who had sent if, 
and thereby lose his election. A man must. be honest beyond 
common if ia the circumstances he refused, and more especially 
ifhe bad been -making a loud outcry for the right of. petition ag 
a great and fundamental doctrine of the Constitution, ‘Did South- 
ern gentlemen consider how their friends, from the North were 
situated, and what a great sacrifice was demanded at their 
hands? Mr. A. would take the broad ground, and affirm that 
to maintain that the people have no right to petition in all 
cases was tantamount to saying that they were not capable of 
self-government, than which no greater heresy could be ut- 
fered against the fandamental principles of free Democratic 
Government. The people were the rightful sovereigns. of the 
Jand; in their hands were the issues of political tife and death. - 
To refuse them the right of ‘expressing their wishes to their 
own representatives was rank aristocracy; it was the doctiine 
of the few governing the many; it involved the sentiment that 
the people did not know what petitions to send, and though pe- 
tilions were sometimes frivolous and at other times vexa- 
tious, insomuch that Mr. A. had sometimes been much per- 
plexed in the application of his own principles, yet he thought, 
onthe whole, that whatever petition a representative received 
he ought to present. wee! 

Thegantlemas from Kentucky (Mr. Unprnw oco] hadlaid it 
down asa principle that in a caee where Congress had no 
right to grania petition, the petition ought not to be received, 
Now, the gentleman from Kentucky was a cool, deliberate, and 
judicious man, and his authority had weight on the one hand, 
‘but on the other, the gentleman from Massachusetis, whom even 
bis opponent from Virginia had admitted to be one of the first 
men of the land, the greatest diplomatist, and the best judge of 
internationa) law at present living, and whose original intel 
lect, though he now approached fourscore, sull sparkled in all 
its brilliancy, and threw its light on every thing he touched, his 
gentleman maintained that the rightof petition stood on equal ,. 
ground with the freedom of speech and of the pr hg 
should decide when doctors disagreed? Mr. A. confessed that 
he was afraid to vote against the right. of petiticn, because he aid. 
not know how soon the South might come here as a ‘petitioner 
herself, It wasa constitutional right, and he thought that peti- 
tions had better, in all cases, be received. Hethanked the gen- 
teman from Virginia (Mr. Borrs] for the judicious views he 
had expresaed on iha! subject. 

On this principle the gentleman from Massachusetts had 
acted, and for this it was proposed to censure him, Was it 
possible that that gentleman conld cesive the dissoluuon of the 
Union? What couccivable motive could he have to attempt 
such a thing, Standing, as be did, on the verze ol the grave, 
having no expeciation of a Ligher siation then that he NOW, OÇ 
cupted, being past the era of aspir and grasping anabi 
his name was all be now possessed, and that he wished w teave 
to his descendants bright and shining es the uocnday sun. 
Should he succeed in dissolving or even atli nij olve the. 
Union of th 
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Fow there was a little fact which had come to nis 
and which he wanted 10 sate on this matter. He was tek t 


séhe leading man among. the signers of that treasonable petition 
was bimactfa modern Loco Foco,a Van Buren. man, who ran on 
the Loco Foco ticket as a candidate for the Senate of Massachu- 
setts. The man was a-disunionist, and that very fact probably 
had constituted one of the reasons why the Whigs refused to re- 
ceive him. This fact showed the villany of the farce which it 
was here attempted to play. "Who were the men that were 
thirsting for the blood of the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
and crying out “ Crucify, crucify!” They were the political 
associates of the very man who had headed this petition. Who 
was he? -His: name was Nathan Webster; no relation of Da- 
niel, although, as to Daniel himself, Mr. A: did not know ex- 
actly how he was now figuring before the nation. He greatly 
feared that he would turn outa real New Hampshire man, and 
that was but another name for a. man who loved office more 
than‘he loved-his country. Daniel, however, had at least this 
praise, that he had never set himself against this Union. And 
now what was the House going to do? To punish the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts for presenting here a petition which 
‘their own political friends had sent to him. Was this a proof 
that he wanted the Union dissolved? If it proved any thing, it 
proved that the political friends of gentlemen here were ene- 
mies of the Union. Ail the gentlemen from Massachusetts de- 
sired was, to have an opportunity of replying to these petitions, 
and, ifthe once got that opportunity, Mr. Arnoro would be- 
come security that Mr. Nathan Webster would never send an- 
ovber such petition here. 

‘What a farce was this whole matter of the 21st rule! What 
a perfect failure! The House had been more perplexed with 
it than it would have been without it, because, from the nature 
of the case, no rule could be adopted that would not have that 

N effect. Gentlemen might as well attempt to dam up the waters 
of the. Niagara as to attempt to stay this right of petition. It 
was one of the inherent rights of the free people of this coun- 
try, and a right they never would surrender. If the House re- 
fused to hear some of their petitions, and admitted others, it 
was evuivalent to telling the people that they were not able to 
judge what petitions it was proper to send; and ifone less than a 
majority might rule in this,matter, then many less than a 
majority might rule, and the number might be reduced till at 
Yast it was brought down to one, and we had an admitted des- 
potism. And, after all, what had the South gained by the rule? 
It only effect was to combine with the Abolitionists all the mul- 
titudes who contended for the right of petition. It gained them 
converts by the hundred, by the thousand. It exasperated the 
minds of the people, disgusted them with their Government, 
made them care less and legs for the Union,and prepared them 
for its dissolution The free States had now a majority of forty- 
four in that House. Under the new census they would have 
fifty-three. The cause of theslaveholding States was getting 
weaker and weaker, and what were they to do? Gentlemen 
preached to them that they must rely on the modern Democra- 
cy of the North. God deliver them from such an alliance! A 
gentleman from New Hampshire bad called that State the 
Switzerland of America, and he spoke truly, for her inhabitants 
were Swiss. (A laugh] They always fought for those who 
paid most. There was bnt one way to keep their friendship, 
and that was to bait them well with offices. ‘Those who de- 
pended on such allies, trusted to a broken staff, they trod upon 
ground covered with deceitful ashes. As soon as the South 
should attemptto do justice between man and man, these mer- 
cenary Swiss would instantly desert them; ay, and would be 
yeady to turn round and aid the blacks in cutting their throats. 

Mr. A, was ready to concede the wht of petition, but he ne- 
ver would yield the right to interfere with slavery within the 
States, where it had been recognised by the Constitution. This 
had been done in three distinct articles of that sacred covenant. 
The South stood upon her rights, and insisted upon being let 
alone. If they were “joined to their idols, let them alone.” If 
they had acancer which was eating inte their vitals, they did not 
want the Northern probe rudely thrust in to take what little life 
they had left. All such interference only riveted the chains of 
the slave. The North might enrich ther fields with blood, and 
consume theic dwellings with conflagration, but forcible eman- 
cipation never would be submitted to so long as life and breath 
remained. A political and civil equality between whites and 
blacks never could be established in those States. The thought 
of it was vain; slavery was their misfortune, not their crime. 
Jt was here, and how was it to be gotten rid of? The Northern 
remedies were worse than the disease. Did gentlemen suppose 
that Southern men would ever suffer their daughters to be the 
associates of Quashipompo, or enter into alliance with negro 
husbands? Did they themselves desire to sit in this House 
cheek-by-jow! with a woolly-headed member, who needed no 
musk to give him perfume? He had confidence in tris North- 
ern brethren; he could not believe that they wanted to invade 
the South, and help the slaves to cut the throats of their wives 
and children, They could not desire to see the flames of their 
habitations quenched by human blood. 

Ylis friend before him [Mr. Stang] was said to be an Aboli- 
tionist; but he had lived six months in the same house with him 
ten years ago, and had been on familiar terms with him, and 
never had heard the subject of abolition mentioned. Would 
that man lend his aidin effecting such a result? No: it was 
contrary to the Christian religion—it_was against all the better 
feelings of our nature. The pretext for opposing slavery was 
a Christian feeling of humanity; and could humanity, could 
Christianity, lead men to abet insurrection, devastation, and 
bloodshed? Mr, A. had supported a Northern President, and 
that when the billows of Jacksonism were rolling in a flood over 
the Jand. We had voted for a Massachusetts man in spite of 
every thing; and now he turned to the North, and said to his 
Northern brethren, “Let us alone,” He was willing to receive 
their petitions under the Constitation: they must be willing to 
surrender up fugitive slaves, and to resist a servile war, under 
the provisions of the same sacred instrument. 

‘And now he would add one word to his Southern friends. We 
would ask them what the South had to rely on if the Union were 
dissolved? Suppose che dissolution could be peaceably effected, 
Gf that did not involve a contradiction in terms,) what had the 
South to depend upon? All the crowned heads were against 
her. A million of slaves were ready torise, and strike for free- 
dom at the first tap of the drum. “They were cut loose from 
tkeir. friends at the North—(friendsthat ought to be, and with- 
out them the South had no friends)—-whither were they to look 
for protection? How were they to sustain an assault from Eng. 
Jang or France, with that cancer at their vitals? The more 
the South reflected, the more clearly she must see that she had 
a deep and vital interest in maintaining the Union. 

Mr. A. had been gratified to hear the Farewell Address of the 
Father of his Country read in that hall. He loved to hear it. 
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He had ever made Washington his model, considering, as he 
uid,ihat purity and integrity were the two leading virtues of. 
his character, and he had ever believed that purity and integ: 


The young gentleman from Virginia had told the House that 
he was not descended from the aristocracy of the land; neither 
had Mr. A. As a celebrated Democratic. orator in a certain 
Western Legislature had said, when defending Captain Tyler, 
“he was descended from the Pilgrim family that landed on Ply- 
rhouth Rock in the Old Dominion, gommonrily-called the State 
of Virginia”? His fatherhad been no Federalist, but a Jefter- 
sonian Democrat. He would as liefhave been called a mad dog 
ascalled a Federalist. At the very sound of the word, he lai 
his hand en his broad axe. He must say, that he thought his 
young friend had been particularly unfortunate, asa friend to 
the philosopher of Monticello, in alluding to his “domestic re- 
Jations.? None were without their foibles, and Mr. Jefferson 
had his; but no friend of his memory acted prudently in refer- 
ying to that :part of his character. Mr. A. here related some 
anecdotes of his own early history, illustrative of his father’s 
attachment to Mr. Jefferson’s fame; and then related the par- 
ticulars of a visit he had made to Mount Vernon, the feelings 
of solemn veneration with which he had been led threugh 
apartments once familiar to General Washington, and the effect 
of a solitary visit to his tomb, where Mr. A. had solemnly vow- 
ed, in the presence of God and of the ashes of that departed sage 
and hero, to make his principles the guide of his life. Nor had 
heever broken hisvow. He afterwards madea similar visit to 
Monticello, and, in inquiring in the vicinity as to the private 
character and deportment of Mr. Jefferson, had become abun- 
dantly satisfied that the lovers of his fame would do prudently 
in never alluding again to his “domestic relations.” 

This led him to speak of the condition of Virginia, which he 
compared to the ruins of ancient Thebes, on which nothing was 
to be seen butthevulture, orthe carrion crow, and at whose 
base no inhabitants were to be founa but the fox’ and jackall. 
She could boast of having given birth to some ofthe greatest of 
mankind. Her’s were the names of Washington, and Jefferson, 
and Madison, and Marshall, but there, with a few bright excep- 
tions, her boast for the present must ‘stop. 

Before he resumed bis seat, he must be allowed one word to 
his young friend from Virginia, That gentleman was quite fe- 
roclous towards Aholitionists, but who were.his own allies at 
this momont at the other end ofthe Capitol? 

Tn Ohio there had once been a man who was familiarly called 
Ben Tappan, a brother to the great Abolitionist of that name in 
the North—to that Arthur Tappan whohad, by the power of 
his money, recently gotten up an Abolition convention and 
nominated a Governor, President, and Vice President, and had 
appointed emissaries to advise the negroes of the South torun 
away, burn their masters’ houses, and cut their throats. Now, 
with regard to this Benjamin Tappan, with whom the 
gentleman was now inintimate alliance, it was very com- 
monly said, and universally bélieved in Ohio, that he had 
openly declared that if he stood on the northern bank of the 
Ohio and saw across the river the slaves burning the planta- 
tions and cutting the throats of women and children, he would 
fold hisarms. and not lift a finger to stop the massacre; and 
that if his son attempted to go tothe rescue of the unfortunate 
whites he would disinherit him. And yeta man, who could 
act inconcert with a bloodthirsty wretch like this, couldget up 
here and lecture this House on abolition; and if men from the 
South would net agree with him, and go the entire length that 
he did, they were to be denounced by some Clement ©. Clay, or 
by the gentleman himself, as Abolitionists; while, at the same 
moment, he could take to his bosem one who had avowed feel- 
ings so odious and damnable ! 

Mr. A. here alluding to the Jate hour and the fatigued condi- 
tion of the House, said that he thought it quite time to close 
this debate, and with a view todo so, he would move to lay the 
whole subject on the table. ` 

At this moment many gentlemen rose to their feet desirous to 
address the Chair, and remonstrances were so loud and nume- 
rous that Mr. A. said that he would not himse!f up in opposition 
tothe wishes of the Houss, and should not, therefore, insist 
npon his motion. 

Mr. A. concluded at 5 o’clock. 

And the SPEAKER gave the floor to 

Mr. SALTONSSFALL, who, after some hesitation as to the 
propriety of yielding to an adjournment, went into a statement 
of the facts relating to the obnoxious petition presented by Mr. 
ADAMS, upon which al] the present difficulties had arisen. He 
gavea history of the rise and progress of the idea of dissolving 
the Union, beginning with the various threats from the South- 
ern portion of the Union—from those opposed to a tariff, from 
the nullification party, &c. This petition was from his own na- 
tive town, Haverhill, and he felt much surprised and distressed 
at the circumstance. ` ` 

Mr. S. then went intoa vigorous reply to Mr. Wiss, and elo- 
quently defended his venerated colleague (Mr. Apamr] from the 
numerous violent charges made against him in the long speecit 
of the gentleman from Virginia. ` 

When Mr. S. had concluded— 

Mr. THOMPSON of Indiana, roseand said he thought this 
debate had proceeded far enough, and thatno good end could be 
obtained by letting it go on; he therefore moved to Jay the 
whole subject on the table. 

Mr. THOMAS F. MARSHALL appealed to Mr, T. to 
withdraw the motion that he might have an opportunity to 
say aden words as to the nature of the proposition he had sub- 
mitted. 

Mr. THOMPSON expressed himself willing to do so, if 
the gentleman would state that he desired the floor for the pur- 
pose of explanation, and would renew the motion to lay on the 
table. 

Some conversation followed, but amidst so much confusion 
that the Reporter could hear nothing that was said. 

Mr. GILMER also appealed to Mr. THompson to withdraw 
the motion, to enable him {Mr. G.]to make an explanation, as 
he was the original mover ofthe resclution,and had not yet had 
an opportunity of saying any thing. 

After much confusion, the Speaker stated to Mr. Tuompson 
that he must state positively whether he withdrew his motion 


or_not. 

Mr. THOMPSON said he did not withdraw it. 

A motion was made to adjourn. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and, being taken, were: 
Yeast 85, nays 94. 

So the House would not adjourn. 

The question recurred on the motion tolay the wholesubject 
on the table, 


Mr. MALLORY. moved a call of the House, and asked the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered. : 

‘Mr. TURNEY moved to adjourn; which motion was re- 
jected. 
- The question, “Shall there be a call of the House?” wag 
then taken, and decided in the negative: Yeas &4, nays 96. 

So the call was refused. 


~A. motion was made by Mr. T. F. MARSHALL that the 


House adjourn. Lost. f 

After sėveral other motions for calls of the House, yeas and 
nays, and motions to adjourn, . 

The House, at- seven o’clock, adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 

Faipay, January 28, 1842. l 
` Messrs. TALLMADGE, CLAY, ARCHER, 
and WOODBRIDGE, presented memorials 1e- 
monstrating against the amendment or repeal of 


the Bankrupt law; which were referred to the Com- 


mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented two petitions—one 
from Niagara county, the other from Tompkins 
county, in the State of New York, praying for a 
repeal of the Bankrupt law. - 

Mr. PRENTISS, from: ihe Committee on Pa- 
tenis and the Patent Office, to which was referred 
the petition of Charles M. Keller, reported a bill 
for his relief; which was read. and ordered to a 
second reading. - 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Claims, 
made an adverse report on the petition of Jona- 
than Pritchard, for indemnity for the loss of a ves- 
sel in the Jate war, and the petition of Henry W. 
Andrews, for indemnity for the loss of property 
by hostile Indians in Florida; which were ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. MANGUM, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, made an adverse report on the petition of 
Amy Babbit, for a pension; which was ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Claims, 
made an unfavorable report on the petition of John 
Wells; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. GRAHAM, onleave, introduced a bill mak- 
ing an appropriation to reopen Roanoke Inlet. 


Mr. G. said that, although he had given notice 
of this bill several weeks since, he had delayed 
asking leave to introduce it until he could obtain 
eertain information which he desired from a dis- 
tinguished civil engineer, who had made a survey 
nad report under the direction of the Legislature of 
North Caro.ina on the subject of reopening Roa- 
noke Inlet. The work was one of deep concern to 
the people of thai State, whose General Assembly, 
at each of its two last sessions, had adopted reso- 
lutions urging 1t upon the the attention of Congress 
as, in the highest degree, important to the com- 
merce and navigation of the Union. He held in 
his hand a copy of these resolutions and of the re- 
port of the engineer, (Major Gwynn) to which he 
had already alluded, and wished to lay these on 
the table for the information of the Senate, and of 
the committee to whom the bill might be referred. 
He would, therefore, enter into no discussion of 
the objecis of the bill at-present, except to remark 
that Roanoke inlet was once the direct channel of 
communication from Albemarle sound to the At- 
lantic ocean; that, in process of time, it had been 
-filled up, and the waters of the sound were com- 
peled to seek an outlet by forcing their way south- 
wardly to Pamlicosound, and thence through Oc- 
racoke inlet to the sea. By the change which 
had taken place, vessels from the Albemarle, -or 
any of its tributaries, bound to New York, or any 
Northern port, were obliged to take this southern 
direction out to sea at Ocracoke, and to 
perform a voyage of more than 120 miles 
to return to the latitude of Roanoke inlet or Nags- 
head, encountering in its progress the expense of 
lighterege over shallows, the risks of a narrow, 
diffienli, and often changing channel, before reach- 
ing the cecan, and then the perils of doubling Cape 
Hatieras, which mariners more dread than almost 
any partofthe American coast. This bill con- 
templates reopening the ancient entrance to Albe- 
marle sound, near 60 miles north of Cape Hatte- 
ras, by forcing a passage through a sand beach, 
about one-half or three-fourths of a mile in extent, 
and thus avoiding all the difficulties and dangers 
of the present course of navigation. It will be 
seen, in the report of the engineer, that the com- 
merce, now laboring under these impediments, 
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amounted annually to at least $3,000,000; that it 
furnishes employment to more than 100,000 tons 
of shipping; is one of the best nurseries of Ameri- 


“can seamen in all our coasting wade; yet that the 


burdens under which it is carried on, and the 
frightful loss of human life which attend it for 
‘want of the old inlet, are almost incredible. 
Whether, therefore, the work proposed be regarded 
as opening a new harbor of refuge for our com- 


. merce from an enemy in time of war, or from the 


“frequent and violent storms of that. coast, as re- 


lieving our seamen ang vessels from the dangers 
of shipwreck, or as freeing the commerce of one 
of the most productive seetions of the couatry—a 
section more extensive in territory and mere popu- 
Jous than several of the States of the Union—from 
burdens of the most oppressive character, it equally 
demanded the favorable and immediate attention 
of the Government. 

The bill was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Commerce on Commerce. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from 
manfacturers of iron residing in Philadelphia, sta- 


ting they cannot stand foreign competition if the. 


duty on that article be reduced to 20 per cent. on 
home valuation; and that nothing less than the 
tariff of 1839; will be adequate to enable them 
to compete with the foreigh manufacturer: referred 
to the Committee on Manufactures. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE presented a memorial from 
eitizens of Michigan, remonstrating against any 
repeal or postponement of the Bankrupt law. 

Mr. W. took the occasion to say thata large 
majority of the people of Michigan were decidedly 
opposed to the repeal of the Bankrupt bill. The 
Legislature of his State, as he learned by the news- 
papers received last night, had passed resolutions 
remonstrating against repeal. Mr. W. replied 
also to some of the remarks of the Senator from 
Delaware, [Mr. Bayarp,] mace for the purpese of 
reflec:ing upon the resulis which would follow the 
enforcement of a Bankrupt law from some indivi- 
dual transaction cccurring in an obscure corner of 
Michigan. Mr. W. defended his constituents 
from any imputation, and stated the circumstances 
of the transaction alluded to, which acquitted them 
of all blame. 

Mr. CHOATE, from the Committee on Fo- 
reign Relations, reported a bill to satisfy claim- 


„ants for French gpoliations committed on their 


commerce prior to 1800; which was read and or- 
dered to a second reading. 

Mr. SMITH Of Indiana, from the Committee 
on Public Lands, reported a bill directing war- 
rants to issue for the bounty land due on account 
of the services of Major General Duportail, Bri- 
gadier General Armand, and Major De la Combe; 
and 

A-bill for the relief of the heirs of Archibald 
Parker, a soldier of the late war; which bills 
were read and ordered to a second reading, and 
the special reports accompanying them ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. SMITE! also, from the same commiltee, re- 
ported adversely on the petition of David Low and 
Charles F. Moulton; which was ordered to be 
printed. y 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana, on leave, introduced 
a bill in relation to the navigation of the Neenah 
and Wisconsin rivers; which was read twice and 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, 

Also, on leave, a bill for the protection of com- 
merce on Lake Michigan, in the Territory of 
Wisconsin; which was read twice and referred t9 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, on leave, a bill to amend the act esta- 
blishing the territorial government of Wisconsin; 
which was read twice and referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WILLIAMS made an adverse report from 
the Committee on Naval Affairs, {subject not 
heard J : 

Mr. HENDERSON, from the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, reported back to the Senate 
with amendments, the bill to revive an act entitled 
an act to enable the claimants to lands within the 
State of Missouri and Territory of Arkansas, to 
institute proceedings to try the validity of their 
claims, approved 26th May, 1824; and an act 


- that the ancients, in times of calamity and distress, 


` the 


| verse feeling, and in other States a vital interest, 


amendatory of the same, and extending the provi- 
sions of said-acts to-claimants to land within the 
States of Louisiana and Mississippi; which amend- 
ments were ordered tobe piinted. f 

Mr. GRAHAM, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported back to the Senate wiih amendments, the 
bill to authorize the settlement and payment of cer- 
tain claims in the Siate of Alabama for the ser- 
vices of her militia, &c. which amendments were 
ordered to be printed. ; ae fe 

Mr. CLAY presented memorials from, Pennsyl- 
vania, Ohio, and New York, remonstrating against 
a repeal of the Bankrupt Jaw, and expressed the 
hope that the debate upon this subject would termi- 
nate today. fe said that the power to establish a 
system of bankruptcy was expressly granted in tbe 
Constitution upon the condition only thst the law 
should be uniform; and the motive which influ- 
enced the States in making this grant, was that the 
creditor and debtor in one portion of the Union 
should be placed upon the same footing with those 
of another.. He would not speak with regard to 
the retroactive or prospective operation of a bank- 
rupt law; but it might not be improper to remark 


sponged the pecuniary obligations of the unfortu- 
nate debtor, and passed other measures for his re- 
lief. Such a power, co possessed under the Con- 
stitution, may look back as well as forward— 
may be retrespective as well as prospective. All 
laws, then, in favor of insolvents and bankrupts 
being synonymous, could: operate on the past as 
welt as the future. As this grant of power was 
given to the General Government merely that 
uniformity might be preserved, there was a 
high obligation on the part of the General Go- 
vernment ta perform the duty growing out of 
investment of the power to establish a 
uniform system of bankruptcy. Was it supposed 
that the commercia! States would ever have con- 
sented to invest in Conrress this power, if they had 
supposed that it would have remained a dead 
latter in the Constitution? no: they conceived that 
Congress would exercise it, and passa bankrupt law 
uniform in its operation throughout the Union. 
It was just, and it was the imperative duty of Con- 
gress fo pass uniform laws upon the subject. The 
Constitution was an aggregate of power, of which 
the States stripped themselves, and vested itin the 
General Government for the general good of the 
whole, and in its parts. Some of the powers thus con- 
ceded to the Federal Governmeht ia the Consti- 
tution, related only to sectional interests—conirolled 
interests in which very few of the States partici- 
pated; yet there were other powers conceded, the 
exercise of which were of vital importance toa 
majority of the States, and of no interest to others. 
With this view, the power to regulate commerce 
was exercised for the benefit of the navigating in- 
terest, which was enjoyed by but few of the States; 
and so wiih other powers; and this was the case, 
too, with regard to the power to establish a uniform 
system of bankruptcy, a few States only being inte- 
rested in the exercise of it. 

But it was the duty of Congress to examine into 
the interests of all the States. If, for example, in 
some States, there was a slight interest, or an ad- 


what caught to be done? ‘The Union was a family 
of States, and their faternal affections, and their 
harmony, could only be preserv: d by mutual con- 
cessions, Therefore, ifany men betieved that a 
paiticular measure would inflict partial injury on 
his own State, he would conteat himself with the 
reflection that it was demanded by the peculiar in- 
teresis of the other Sates, Under these viens, 
then, of the slight interests on one hand, and of great 
interests upon the other, it seemed to him that Con- 
gress was bound to legislate without regard to sec- 
tional divisions, but for the entire country. if the 
exercise of the power over bankrupicy, then, Was 
of vital interest to one Siate, and did not indict se- 
rious injury ou others, it was the duty of Congress 


_ to legislate upon it-—weighing the interests of all— 


or give up the powers to the States. It was their 
duty to act, or to untie the hands of the States. 
About twenty years ago, when a stale of things 
similarto the present existed, he took the ground in 
the House of Representatives that Congress ought 


to exercise the power to establish a B 
or surrender it; and two years’ agoy ” 
colleague (MroCrittenpeny. introc al 
that character, he voted for ii; not’ because his own 
State was pattieularly interested, (he did 
lieve that five hundréd-of thé citizens. of Kentu 
would avail themiselves of “it,) But forthe” Tea 
that, in looking to the interest of the whole, tt: a 
necessary to make a slight sacrifice for their benéfit. 

When ‘they met ai the extra session, they ma- 
tured a series of measures, which were tO effect - 
different purposes in the Union; and in different 
degrees; and gentlemen who voted for these mea- 
sures, voted for them as a whole system, taking the 
part least disadvantageous to their own Slates, be- 
cause the system carried with it the relief which 
they desired to obtain. : ; 

. This system of measures was, the bill for the relief 
of the Government from its embartassments by 
the imposition of new duties, which, though it 
was far short of the’ extent to which his wishes 
would have catried, ‘yet it was a measure: afford- 
ing some relief. The next, the measures for’ the - 
restoration of the currency. ‘The third, the bill of 
Distribution, to relieve the States and the:people, 
to save the people fom direct taxation, to pay off 
the State debis, and to supply the National. Trea- 
snry by an easier and indirect taxation. The fourth 
measure was the Bankrupt bill, the neGessity: for. 
which was, in. ninetenths of the eases, superin~ 
duced by the erroneous course of policy of the Fe- 
deral Government, . 

‘Phe last was the one for the relief of the. people 
of this District. Thus an entire. system. of mea- 
su_es for the general relief was adopted, by conces- 
sion, and by acompromise of sectional interests, 
They were adopted as a system of measures—it 
was so understcod atthe time. In regard to those 
measures,’ if taken separately, they would have 
affected the interests of different parts in cifferent 
degrees. In theirseparate characicr, some of them 
would have been voled down because they might: 
bave been considered injurious. to particular séc- 
tions. Gentlemen who voted for them did so be- 
cause it was a system of measures. He, like 
others, voted for the Bankrupt law, because it was 
part of the system. In regard to Kentucky he 
knew that she had no particular interest in its pas- ` 
sage; but he took it because it was a part of the 
system. Thus was the whole system carried . 
through, one depending wpon the other. They 
were now called upon to undo one part of that 
system. 

He considered the bill proposing to repeal this 
act as a sort of entering wedge to the whole sys- 
tem, to be foliowed up by. the measure of the Se- 
nator from Missouri, [Mr. Linw,] to repeal the 
Land Distribution law. He did not complain of 
this, assome gentlemen disapproved of the pro- 
ceedings of the extra session; but he ealled upon 
those who had coneurred in this system, and would 
inguire whether they were ready lo undo the blessed 
acis which were then passed, end strip the peeple 
of the United States of these benefits? His col- 
league (Wr. RIOREHEAD] thought that he. [Mr. 
Moreerap] might vote for the repeal; but he, 
(Mr. Cray,) witha knowledge of the magnanimity 
and the justice of the people of Kentucky, knew 
well thal when the question was rightly put to them, 
they would not reiuse lo extend their hand to their 
fello w-ciiizens who were how writhing under the 
distress which a measure of this kiad could as- 
suage. He knew that if this isolated question of 
a bankrupt law was preseated to Kentucky, she 
would vote against it. But he knew too weil her 
rough this law might to a very 
ifeet her interesis injuriously—that 
when she was told il was of vital interest to the 
other States of this Confederation, and that it could 
pot be passed uniess as a part of ihe system of 
measures, to suppose that she would refuse her 
support to it, The people af ae State, in a spi- 
ritof sympathy, would say, t the measure was 
demanded by the interests of the other sections of 
the country, they would yield their objections: to 
the one measure, and take it as a part of the sys- 
tem: He pledged his life for it, that when Ken- 
tucky was told that this was a tink in the great sys» 
tem of Whig measures, including the Bank and 
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all, she would ‘say, preserve the entire system, 
raher than reject the Bankrupt law. He argued 
that the interests of the creditor were as well taken 
care of in the law as the interests: of the @ebtor, 
unless they were prepared to say that the ereditor 
was not only entitled to the soul of the debtor, bet- 
the souls of bis wife and children. He appealed 
to the friends. of the system not to permit one por- 
tion-of it to be undone, unless" they were prepared 
to yield the whole, which would be the effect of the 
‘abandonment of thislaw. These measures of re- 
Hef were as necessary now as they were at the 
extra session. 

Had there been any mitigation of the public dis- 
tress or any return of prosperity in the country te 
favor the repeal? . Was not the reverse of all this 
true? Were not all the considerations which ex- 
isted when the law was passed, much stronger now 
than they were then? and were these considerations 
likely to be diminished in the fature? No: the 
future presented to the mind the gloomiest forebod- 
ings, instead of a cessation of embarrassments. 
And should they, this moment, when the country 
was writhing in distress, repeal this law? What 
was the condition of the unfortunate class of debit- 
ors? Three days only were to elapse before the 
law would go into effect; and the spectacle that 
was now presenied resembled the scene of unfor- 
tunate men inearcerated in jails and the glcomy 
cells of dungeons, looking fôr the operation of this 
of this measure to bring to them health and viva- 
city; but, repeal the Jaw and all their hopes and 
happy ancticipations were blasted. dn another 
view of this. subject: the prison doors were almost 
opened wide; they rushed to enjoy the light of 
Heaven—and, at this moment, what was asked? 
Why, that they should be flung back again into 
gloom, and doomed, with the grating of the doors 
upon their hinges, dwelling on their ears. Ff the 
Senate could do this, he could not; he had rot the 
heart or the hand to doi; he could not do it, and 
he would not do it. 

The morning hour having expired, 

The Senate then took up the bill of the House 
of Representatives toyrepeal the Bankrupt law, 

Mr. BENTON resumed his remarks from yes- 
terday. Bu§ beforg entering upon the further en- 
forcement off the ae leading points of objection— 
one as to thecharacier of the bankrupt act of Jast 
session beinga egneral insolvent law for the abo- 
lition of debt and fabrogation of conuacts ai the 
will and pleasvye; of the debtor; and the other as 
to the choice of Time and place, which it Jeaves to 
his discretion—Mr, Benvon, in allusion to the 16- 
marks of the Senator from Kentucky, [Mr 
Cuay,] on presenting the last petition beiore ihe 
orders of the day came up, remarked that 
the Senator’s [Mr. Cusy’s] concluding words 
were the pith aud only argument of alf the memo. 
rials, petitions, and remonstrances addressed to 
Congress in support of the law, and the only argu- 
ments urged in the Senate against its repeal. These 
petitions, arguments, and speeches, were nothing 
but appeals to the passions, on false assumprions-— 
on assumptions wholly baseless in point of fact, 
and Wholly untenable, even with ail the arts of so~ 
phistry, before any assembly of the people of this 
Union. The whole barden of these appeals is the 
“unfertunaie, honest, and deserving debtors” “will 
not Congress do its duty by throwing opea the doors 
of ibe prison house, anc let the incarcerated come 
out from his dungeon to see the ligh: of day 
breathe the vila! air?” “will not Congress siri 
manacles {rom bis limbs, and let him have ihe free 
use of them, to labor for the sapportand enjoyment 
of his starving family?” Where are debtors impri- 
soned? in what dungeons are they incarc 
from the light ef day or the vital air? Whe 
heir limbs manacied and shackled and Kept from 
locomotion? In what Siste of this Uaicn were the | 
persons of debtors 


y such resirainis? 
In what State of this Union we i : 
for debt abolished or disused? In whats ; 
not insolvent laws absoive ihe person of the debtor 
on the surrender of his effects? What relief to the 
person of the debtor could this vaest insolvent law 
of the extra session afford, that he might not have 
from the insolvent Jaws of his own State, and that 
without the violation of the Constitution or of the | 
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rights.of other. States}. Did not those who made 
these baseless appeals know they were all gross de: 
lusions—unfounded appeals to the passions—and | 
unworthy of the consideration of any grave delibe- 
rative body? . Yet the Senator from Kentucky.had 
carried his Imagination so far as to lead him to 
argue upon the supposition that all the bankrupts 
of the Uaited States are in prison—in dark and dis- 
mal dungeons—chained—manacled—and shut out 
from light and air and family ties! That they 
are all there—in this condition—anxiously wait- 
ing for these three. days to expire that their 
chains may be struck off—the prison doors thrown 
open—and themselves restored to the light of 
heaven and liberty to provide for their families! 
Is not this all sheer imagination—all fancy, without 
a scintilla of facts for its basis? and yet the whole 
of this is nething but a collation and repetition of 
every speech and every petition offered in support 
of the Bankrupt act of last session.. Allis about 
unfortunate, honest, and deserving bankrupts impri- 
soned for debt. It is alla gross falsity—ali a piece 
of rhetorical imagination—all got up to influence 
the feelings and passions of those who ought not to 
be governed by the passions or mere imagination 
in matters of grave legislation. Having disposed 
of the incidental matter growing out of the re~ 
marks of the Senator from Kentucky, Mr. BENTON 
took up his argument where he left off yesterday, 
expaliating on the unconstitutionality of a general 
insolve tlaw for the abolition of all debis, and 
abrogation of all contracts at the option and pléea- 
sure of the debtor, He traced from the Romans 
the origin of the English system of bankruptey; 
its progress through successive reigns down to the 
amendatory act of William the Fourth; the state 
of the English system prevailing at the time the 
Constitution of the United States was adopted; 
the character of all legislation on the subject of the 
power granted to Congress in the Constitution—to 
show that, until the introduction of a bill by a late 
Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Wepster] two 
years ago, on a petition from Mr. Stillwell, now 
Marshal of the southern district of New York, and 
an insolvent himself, against whom judgments are 
outsiacding and unsatisfied for thousands on thou- 
sands of dollars,an idea never wasentertained by any 
legislative body on earih, to enact a law for the abo- 
lition of all private debts and abrogation of allcon- 
tracts. Yet lately: as that astounding proposition 
had iound its way into the halis of legislation, it 
was already consummated in the act passed at the 
exta session, He bad repeatedly put the question 
io the advocates of that law without receiving an 
answer, and he would again put it now, to afford 
ine genticmen a last opportunity of satisfying the 
country; could they point out one Government in 
the civilized world, but that of the United States, 
which hed ever dared to pass such a jaw as the 
Baukruptiaw of the late extra session? He was 
ready to yield the floor to any gentleman who could 
answer the question, [After some pause.] No 
genuersan was prepared to point to the Govern- 
ment on earth which had ever entertaised so mon- 
suous a proposition—because no gentleman could 
do it. Mr. Benton showed that the principles of 
the English system of bankrupt laws were uni#er- 
sally those which prevailedin Europe. He quoted 
largelely and pointedly from the Code Napoleon of 
France, in evidence of the strictness with which 
debtors are there coerced for the security of eredi- 
tors; and deduced, ‘in a general summary of bis 
arguiuent, that the Bankrupt law of this country, as 
stablished, is opposite in its character and 
principles, not al-ne to the intention of the Con} 
stiltugor of of the United States, but to the exam- 
ple, conviction, and sense of every civilized coun- 
iy ia tae world. Hisa law which caanot stand 
when it comes fairly before the people. Us opera- 
tion will not only ensure its own destruction, but 
ibat of the party with which it has originated. If 
he (Mr. Benton) were to be governed by mere par- 
tisaa views, and to act as would best advance the 
racre ends of party, he should have sat in his chair 
without saying one word in favor of this repeal. 
Bat his motives were higher and holier than those 
of a partisan, and he could not sit silently while 
the interesis of the country, the rights of citi- 
zens and States, and the Constitution whieh links | 


| 


all. together, were so wantonly and dangerously in- 

vaded. But as this attempt to save the country 

was to be voted down by a bare majority—a 

strong proof that the law has not the constitutional 

uniformity of- cnaracter, to command: a universal’ 
vote. in its support—let the. act of the extra ses- 

sion go into operation; and the condemnation of 
the American péople will, in a very few months, 
be pronounced in terms that cannot be miscon: 

strued. ; 4 ; et 

Mr. WILLIAMS explained the reason why he’ 
should feel himself bound to-vote against the re- ` 
peal of thelaw. The State of Maine was in favor 
of a bankrupt law to afford relief to honest and un- 
fortunate debtors; and although he wished to see 
the law of last session greatly amended, and also 
extended to banking corporations, yet believing 
the wishes of his State did not extend te its repeal, 
he felt that he should best discharge his duty in 
voling as he intended. . f 

The question now being, Shall the bill pass? 

Mr. CLAY demanded the yeas and nays; which 
being ordered and taken,were—yeas 22 nays 23, 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer,Bayard, Benton, 
Buchanan, Calhoun, Fulton, Graham, King, 
Linn, McRoberts, Morehead, Pierce, ‘Prentiss, 
Rives, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, 
Tappan, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Choate, 
Clay, Clayton, Evans, Henderson, Huntington, 
Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Phelps, Porter, 
Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, 
Walker, White, Williams, and Woodbridge—23. 

So the bill was rejected. 

Before the vote was announced, 

Mr. MANGUM remarked he had been re- 
quested to account for the absence of the Senator 
from South Carolina, [Mr. Pneston.] That Se- 
nator, by special appointment to attend to some 
business with the Senator from Louisiana, [Mr. 
Movron,] had paired off with that Senator. 

Mr. CLAY moved that when the Senate ad- 
journ, it adjourn till Monday next; which motio 
was agreed to. : 

On motion of Mr. CLAY, the Senate then ad- 
journed. f 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Faway, January 28, 1842. f 
The Journal of yesterday was read and ap- 


proved. 3 
QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE. 

Mr. FIULMORSE inquired of the Speaker what 
was the regular ogder of business? 

The SPEAKER. It is the question of privilege, 
and the ppnding motion is that of the gentleman 
from Indiana, [Mr. THompson,] to lay the whole 
subject on the table. 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS, (remarking that the 
House wasnof yet fall,) moved that there be a call 
oi the Honge. 

Which mptjon was agreed to. 

And the œi having been called, 170 members 
answered to their names. 

And the names of the members having been 
again called, 201 members appeared to be present. 

The doors of the hall were then closed. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he thought it would only 
be a waste of time to go further with the eall; and 
the public business required that the House should 
proceed with it, as soon as possible. He therefore 
moved that further proceedings be suspended. 

On whic motion the ayes were 106, (a majority 
of those present,) nces not counted. 

So further proceedings on the call were dispensed 
with, and the doors of the hall were again opened. 

When the House adjourned last evening, the 
state of the question, under the vote of the House 
yesterday, (rejecting substanti: Hy the point of order 
raised by Mr. Apams,) was upon the substitute pro- 
posed by Mr. BiarsnaLL for Mr. Gitmer’s propo- 
sition of censure cf Mr. Apams: 

And a motion had been made By Mr. Tuomp- 
son of Indiana to lay the whole subject on the 
table; 

Pending which motion, the House had adjourned. 

And the question now recurred on the/said mo- 
tion to lay the whole subject on the table. 
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r. HOPKINS asked the yeas and nays; which 
re ordered. : 

Mr. MARSHALL again appealed to Mr. 
‘OMPsON to. withdraw the motion, that he (Mr. 
:) might have an opportunity to respond to accu- 
tions and misrepresentations which had been 
ade against him here—that he might place him- 
Jf in the attitude in which he wished to stand, and 
parate himself from arguments which he had ne- 
ver used. Ifthe gentleman would withdraw the 
motion, he (Mr, M.) would promise to renew it. 
The SPEAKER (addressing Mr. Tuompson.) 
Does the gentleman withdraw the motion? 

Mr. THOMPSON said there was no gentleman 
the House for whom he entertained warmer or 
ore cordial sentiments than the gentleman from 
Kentucky [Mr. Marsnatu.] Nor would Mr. T. 
Hing be iastramentat in placing that gentle- 
‘man in an unfavorable attitude before the country 
“on this or any other subject. But when he (Mr. 
iT) had submitted his motion to lay the whole sub- 
ject on the table, higher considerations than any 
which were meiely personal to any member of this 
House bad been present to his mind. He kad 
een the public business, day after day, neglected 
nd set aside— 


gaid that it was notin order now to submit any 
emarks, and that the gentleman would either with.» 
raw his motion to lay on the table, or say that he 
ould not do so. 

- Mr. THOMPSON said he would then only make 
á brief statement in explanation. 

‘i The SPEAKER said it would not be in order. 
Mr. THOMPSON said that, if he understood 
orrectly, he might yield the floor to the gentleman 
dtom Kentucky 


tion, or say he did not 


say. 
derstood to inquire 
er for the gentleman 
‘Trompson) to withdraw the 
-motion to lay on the table, ia order that he might 
make his explanation; and then renew it. f 
The SPEAKER was understood to say: Yes, but 
the gentleman had not done so, 
. Mr. FHOMPSON said that when he came to 
the House this morning, he had determined in his 
own mind that he would, under no cireu mstances, 
withdraw the motion to lay the whole subject on 
the table. Bat he found himseif appealed ta so 
Strongly by the gentleman from Keniucky (Mr. 
k Marsuatt] who said that he desired to make a 
® “personal explanation in reference; to matters in 
which he felt deeply interested, that he was will- 
Hing, on the pledge of that gentleman (which he 
"bad already tendered to the House) that he would 
renew the motion, to withdraw it. Without that 
pledge, he could not withdraw it. 
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ing, at least, to extricate the prapositioa be had of- 
fered to the House from all those matters extrane- 
~-0u8 to it which bad so ass iduously been attempted 
to be connected with it; as well by these who were 
its avowed enemies, as by those who had professed, 
fin argument, to be its friends. The gentleman 
from Massachusetts, and those who had addressed 
“the House in his defence, had pressed cn its con- 
sideration the situation in whieh he was placed be- 
fore this House, by the charges said to be contained 
«in the resolutions Mr. M. had had the honor to 
propose. Bat it ought to be remembered that there 

Was another trial yet to come, before the tribunal 

of public opinion, in which Mr. M. must appear 
» as the accused party. He had been weil aware of 

the past services, of the weight of character, of 
< the dignity, of the learning, and of the imporiant 
 positicn of the honorable gentleman from Massa- 

chusetts in that House and before the world. He 
well knew that that gentleman was infinitely dis- 
tant from him ia age, repetation, and personal im- 
portance and standing before that House; yet, noi- 
withstanding all this, operated upon as he was by 
motives which he considered adequate, he had de- 


: The SPEAKER here interrupted Mr. 'T. and 


ni. Mr. MARSHALL of Kentucky then’ rose and l 
Said he had risen fer the purpose of endeavor- 


.point of law involved in the case, in which that 


| any ground 


cursory review of what the gentleman had ad- 
vanced; in doing which he shouid take the liberty 
of condensing the speech a little, which, as reported 
to the public, occupied in all some seven columns of 
the National Intelligencer. Should he, in this pro- 
cess of condensation, reduce the speech of the gen- 
tleman to the. form of distinet resolutions, the) 

would amount to about these: I, Resolved; © That 
the existence of slavery as an instituiion is essen- 
tial to the preservation of liberty and equality. [A 
laugh.] 2. Resolved, That there has been, from. 
the very foundation of this Government, an Eag- 
lish anti-American party, led and headed by the 
house of Brainiree, its object being to bring. back 
this country under the dominion of England, and 
that this is Northera policy and Nor.hern princi- 
ple. 3. Resolved, That this faction was once 
crushed by Mr. Jefferson; that, haviag afterwards 
somewhat revived, it was again crashed by Gen. 
Jackson; but that it still retaining the principle of 
vitality, and now appearing again under the gen- 
teman from Massachusetts, it wid again be 
crushed, if the whole South will unite and rally 
against the whole North, in this attaek against li- 
berty and equality, and in favor of England, led on 
by John Tyler. 4. Resolved, That one of. the 
schemes of this English party, to destroy this Con- 
federacy, is to establish a tarif, by which English. 
commeres js to be curtailed, by whick a threatens 
ing rival to her is to be raised up in the North— 

the right arm of England, viz. her manufacturing 
industry, and the power of her machinery, is to be 

palsied, and the North to be put up in her room, as 
the great customer, not only of our own country,’ 
but of the rest of the world. And this is to be the 
means by which Eagland is to be conciliated, and 
with her consequent aid this Union is to be dise 
solved. [Loud laaghter.] 

Now, agaivst both ibis last statement of fact, 
and the reasoning founded vpon it, Mr. M. begged 
leave to cuter his dissent. Of ail the objects Mr. 
M. might or might not have had in view in offer- 
ing the resolutions which he had submitted to the 
House, the very last was to revive here, and at a 
lime like tkis, the bitter and envenomed animesi- 
lies of 1801. Those unhappy enmities grew out 

fa state of the worid and of the polities of this 
couatry which cxisied no lorger, and which never 
could exist sgain. Mr. M. could, of course, have 
no personal remembrance of those days, since the 
year 1801 ha ed to be ihe veiy year in which 
he was born, 
| 
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liberately chosen the course he had pursued, under 
all the circumstances which attended it. > 
He could not but wonder, afier-the debate which 
had occurred upon a former day, between the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts and himself, on the 


point, after having been faily argued, had been de- 
cided against him, that it should have been- again 
brought forward yesterday, and more especially 
from the quarter and in the manner that it had 
been by his colleague, [Mr. Unpzawoop ] That 
gentleman accused Mr. M of having charged the 
gentleman from Massachusetts with subornation of 
perjury and with highireasor. How was it possible 
but that even the most cursory and hasty reading 
of the resolutions he had offered was not of it-elf 
sufficient io show io any man that they centained 
no such charge against the member from Mas- 
sachusetts? Before he sat down, be should 
take an opportunity to discuss the truth and 
Propriety of the principles contained in the 
preamble to those revolutions, in which alone: 
it could be pretended that he had involved the 
gentleman from Massachusetts in the alleged 
charges of subornation of perjury and of high 
treason. He should not abuse the patience of the 
House by introducing what was irrelevant to the 
subject; but, before he came to what was the real 
question, he must be permitted to take some little 
notice of what had yesterday fallen from his friend 
from Virginia, over the way, [Mr. Wise.] Of 
all men on that floor—of all men living—he should 
be the last to let bis views jn relation to the pre- 
sent subject go before the ceuntry on the grounds 
on which tbey had been placed by that gentleman. 
Entertaining toward him, (and he said this net 
with the view of covering up what he should now 
advance from the freest course of animadversion 
by him or others, but in all seriousness and sines- 
rity,) entertaining toward the gentleman the most 
perieci respect, and being, moreover, in their pri- 


sud ihe troubles of that stormy era 
had terminated before he was old enough to bear 
aims, or to take any asliye interest in polities. 
Mr. M. held bimself acccuatable for his own sins 
only, and not for those of a generation gone by. 
All these matters were, with him, matters. of his. 
tory merely; but, for ore, come weal, come wo, 
from the resoiniions he had offered, he entered his 
i ris ungual fed denial of the propo. 
hera men, or that the party termed 

tever mich! have beea their miie 
as a party, laiters to their 
faction conspiring to briog 
ry vhains which they them- 
very men—which they 


might beright, or Mr. M. might he richt; the cne 
was as likely as the other; the country must judee 
between them—he would here say that iney were 
as Wide apart as the poles, and he feared should 
remain so. 

Mr. WISE here interposed, and Mr. Marsuane 
having yielded him the floor fer explanatios, he 
went on to say that there was one fact which he 
wished now, before the gentleman proceeded any 
farther, should be clearly understood by the House, 
by bis co vents, and by the senil 
Tk was thi 
2r meant in any 
ons offered by th H 

(Atr, Mauswanu] In what he had sail 
vesierday and the day before, he 
i estion of printin 


Wire 


: ver 
‘ate, the 
n Ken- 1 


fortunes, and their 
i cen their swords, and 
m until they saw their 
peace. Againsi such an as- 
wand here, under every re- 
and emphatie disclaimer, 
have been rais’aken; 


4 


nileman $ 
n Kenr- |} 


from Massachusets. 
tueky need not premise isavowing 
his willingness to have his n foreston || 
taken by Mr. YW. for he had 
fended that what he said on that 
2 understood as having any: 
whatever. 


sof England, 
county, they 
siate of the 


their own 
ting 
i uy 


Fagor an a 
per ol 


enone vast 
ted and 


å io exclaim, in 
verb, “God deliy 
take ears of my e 


Iding that entire 


e Rau 


report of the gentleman’: great aten- |f i much Ree as if y 
tion, (for it had been impossible, from ihe confu- were a will: hose wen ne lieved ihard 
sion, to hear all the gentleman said,) any he found was not for i d Sates to abanden her ra 

it would still be necessary for him to take a very | position, 
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navy alone’ prevented the establishment of ades- | 
potism such as none of the Cæsars ever equalled in 
power; and which would very speedily have over- 
shadowed the world. . This bad been their honest 
belief; but publie opinion condemned it, ‘The 
war which enstied had terminated with the fall of 
«the French Emperor, giad the United States came 
into the general pacification of the world—two 
events most anxiously desired by the Federal 
party. The feeling naturally existing in the minds 
of the people of this country against Great Britain, 
from whom we had just severed ourselves by a 
long, obstinate and bloody war, and in favor of 
France who had aided us in the struggle, aroused 
the decpest suspicion and exposed to popular odium 
the man ‘who was looked upon as the Federal 
leader in this country, the most determined friend 
to.the principles of neutrality, and the most reso- 
lute enemy to the progress of the Prench power. 
His opiniofis and his course upon a question which 
convulsed and divided the world, was coadeu:ned 
by the voice of a majority of his countrymen, that 
decision accomplished the entire overthrow of his 
party, and has “darkened the posthumous fame of 
one whom the Democratic party dreaded more 
than all the world beside. The positions ta- 
ken by him in regard toa navy and toa Bank of 
the United States, and other kindred measures, 
were formed in the school of that slaveholder whose 
sacred dust was now reposing within the soil of 
his native Virginia, and on the banks of his own once- 
“Joved Potomac. Against the hated head of this 
illustrious man, the whole thunder of a victorious 
and triumphant party had long been hurled, nor 
did they cease till the hand of one now branded on 
his country’s history asa traitor, in an evil hour, 
had laid him low. Whatever might have been the 
errors of that great statesman, it would be hard to 
convince Mr. M. that one who had entered the fa- 
mily of Washington at the age of nineteen, and 
who had served with him for seven years, through 
all the soul-tryi¢g scenes of the Revolutionary war, 
who enjoyed his entire confidence then, and eon- 
tinued so to enjoy it; that afterwards, when the sol- 
` dier of the Revolution became the civil head ofthe 
Republic, and in the then diszstrons state of our 
credit currency, commerce, and finanses, had 
placed all thece subjects in his hands as head of 
the Treasury Department, and afterwards, when 
upon an expeelation of war, the father of bis ecun- 
ary then retired from cflice, was again called to the 
chief command of our armies, he made it a co 


` 


tion to bis acceptance ihat his former Secretar: of 


the Treasury should be second in corgimand to 
himself. It would be hard, he again said, to core 
vince him, with all his own confidence in the wis 
dum and pairiotisia of George Washlugion 
there was treason in the heart of one whom th 
ther of his country loved so well. Ii this, eried 
Wir. BI. is Federalism, make the mist of it. 

Mr. M. said he bad not brought forward the 
measure proposed in the resolutions he had offered 
as being peculiarly a Southern measure—neither 
had he proposed it as peculiarly a Northera ynea- 
sure; forhe was not one who aduililed that men of 
the Worth alone were possessed of en 
tricusra, or of devoted atiachnent to 
tion, or that they Were the oniy men 
censure cn one who had introduc 
Congress to overthrow the Gove; i 
not been designed as a secijonal measure in i 
sense, bul purely as an American measure—a 
test of how much American feeling existed in t 
body, and as affording to all who w 
jt an opportunity of subscribing here to what h 
deemed the true docrine of the Constitution, jn 
which all good and trac-hearted patrivis could 
unite, and which te to rentie the p 
happiness of this 

Thus much for 
sorme yor foreign 
fore the Flonse. 
hand. 

Ard first he had a werd to say on n 
the defence which had been bere set up. 
House had had four speeches addressed to it, some 
of which were mest able and interesting. R had 
been argued in tones of feeling and of eloquence, 
which must have gone home to every heart. After 


; 
what miget be eo 
to the subject : 
He came now to the 


CONGRESSION: 


presenting a moving. description of the venerable 
age, the long services, the weight of character, the 
talent, the standing, the influence, and power of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, and comment- 


ing on the severity ofthe censure proposed to be. 


inflicted upon him; that his real object had been to 
obtain an opportunity of replying to the petition- 


- ers, of producing a state paper the effect of which 


should be to stay these incendiary measures of dis- 
conient, and, with all the power of his eloquent 
pen, and all the vast resourees of his mighty mind, 
to repress, by the force of unanswerable argu- 
ment, the wild projects and headstrong purposes of 
those who desired to strike at the Union; that the 
true design of the whole movement had been a 
triumphant defence and vindication of the Ameri- 
ean Union, and such a reproof to those who asked 
its destruction as should forever seal their lips in 
silence; the production of an argument which 
should at once satisfy all the world, and put down 
at once and forever all’such destructive designs as 
bad given birth to this memorial. This had, in 
substance, been the defence set up, not by the gen- 
tieman from Massachusetts, but by the ablest of 
his advocates. Now, if that defence had been 
urged hefore this House by the accused himself, if 
he had so much as breathed such a wish as had 
been aseribed to him by his eloquent champion 
from Virginia, [Mr. Borrs,] it would have had 
such an effect on the feelings of Mr. M. as might 
possibly have prevailed with him at once to with- 
draw his resolutions. But Mr. M. could not con- 
sent to overlook the defence set un by the gentle- 
roan himself, and be thus turned over to the de- 
fences advanced for him by others. What had the 
gentleman said? As to what he might have ut- 
tered in the irritation of the moment against Mr. 
BL himself, it had gone by; his mind was ceenpied 
hy things so much higher, and in which he felt so 
moeh ceeper interest, that things of this kind could 
raake but jite impression upen him. And, al- 
though the judgment of the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts could not but have great weight in that 
TTonse, and although the gentleman had denounced 
Mr. M. as not possessed of mind enough to judge 
of the meaning of the Constitution, or to compre- 
herd the nature of the crime of high treason, and 
as one who had suffered so deeply from habits of 
intemperance that it would take him three years to 
renever sufficiently to be fit to go toa law school; 
and treugh the gentleman bad said that Mr. M. 
had edmitted to him in private conversation as 
justly complaining of oppression under a refusal to 
reevive lbeir petiions— 

fdr. ADAMS here interposed, and, the floor 
irg been yielded to him for explanation, cor- 
sted the statement of Mr. M. by observing that 
what he had said was, that the gentleman from 
Kentucky had admitted to him, in private conver- 
sation, that be was a friend to the right of petition, 
and believed Abolition petitions ought to be re- 
ceived. : 


it was true 
ad taken the ground that abolition memo- 
to be received, but not as a matter of 
y : porely asa matter of expeđieney. He 
sul] thought se: he believed it would be expedient 
is repeal the 21st rule, to receive all those memeri- 

; d to refer them to a select committee, with 
from Massachusetis at its head, that 
have an opportunity of telling that House, 
3, and tse world, what it was that Norih- 


-d, Mr. M. had been actuated in this 
secceeding by no personal feeling hostile to 
man from Massachusetts; and if that gen- 
: hno 
r anderstood than himself, to sting 
a want of propriety in his deportment 
H, he litle understood the character 
ntemperate as he might deem him to 


ciiijon which had given rise to this pro- 
ceeding was now on the table of the House. It 
the National Legislature to take the preli- 
steps to a dissolution of this Union. What 
was the defence which had been set up for such a 


` try, but the protection of the slave trade. And; 


document? Two points had been made: first; fhe 
gentleman insisted upon the right of these petitione: 
to do this thing. They bad a natural right te dj 
solve the Government, and to sever the Unio 
these States whenever that Union should, in the 
opinion, be injurious or inconvenient to théemsely 
And then, in the second place, that this right w 
nugatory and of no value unless they might pe 
tion Congress to effect such dissolution. Whata 
this argument prove? That the American Gover 
ment cannot be abolished by the American pe 
ple without. their asking Congress to do it. Thig 
was the body which must destroy the Union, if- 
was to be des‘royed at all. So much as tothe 
matter of right. wa tt 
And then the gentleman, as the next step of his 
argument, had gone onto enumerate the grie 
ances which led those people to desire a dissolution’ 
of the Union, and the grievances were almost wii 
out number. Mr. M. would go over a few of the 
heads of complaint, by way of contrast to the state 
ment made by the gentleman from Virginia, [M 
Borts,] as to the object and motive of the gentle. 
man in bringing that petition to the Hose, whi 
he said was that the gentleman from Massachu: 
setts might have an opportunity of allaying the 
discontents of the North, and satisfying them that 
the Union ought not to be dissolved. The gentle 
man had taken the position that that portion of the 
Union from which Mr. M. came were trying, with 
all the influence they could exert, to effect a repeal 
of the act of habeas corpus, and of the trial by ju 
ry; that they were industriously endeavoring to. 
extend-the existence of slavery over the free States: 
that they sought to involve this country in a wa 
with Great Britain, with a view to restore the Afri 
can slave trade, and to fix it upon these Stat 
forever; and that the project of the Secretary of th 
Navy for the establishment of a bome squad:on 
had for its real object, not the {defence of the coun 


then, after enumerating a'l these different grounds’? 4 
of grievance, the gentleman had warned the House 
that he should go home to his people, and say to. 
them that it was time to take the alarm; that he: 
would give them the alarm, and that he had intro 
duced this petition for the very purpose of excitin 
alarm. 

Mr. ADAMS interposed, and denied that he had 
said this, or any thing like it, What he had said. 
was, that he had presented the petition because he 
considered it his duty. : 

Mr. MARSHALL, in’ reply, appealed to the re- 
port of Mr. Apams’s speech. He was asked from; 
what paper he read. He replied, it was the report: 
in the National Intelligencer, given by one of the’ 
regular Reporters of that establishmentin this 
House. Mr. M. read the following: oe 

“And when he Mr. A. came to that in the defence which he: 
should make, if called on, he should consider other maters of 
oppression not only actual but intended, He would come and 
state before this House how that portion ofthe country whence 
that gentleman came, was endeavoring to destroy the right of 
habeas corpus and of trial by jury, and all the rights in which 
the liberties-of this country consist. 

“He would show how, ja that portion of the country, there 
was a systematic attempt even tocarry itto the dissolution of 
the Union, now carrying on between different States. He would 
Jook into the controversy between Virginia and New York, be 
tween Georgia and New York, and between Georgia and Maine 
in order to prove the continual system and purpose to destroy 
all the principles of civil liberty among the free States; and by 
power to force the detested principles of slavery on the free 
States of this Union. Hs would show it by dosuments and by 
reference to arguments which had been used in such a manner 
thatevery manin this House should be convinced of the truth of 
it. De had seen, and he was now secing, that among those mea 
sures SO Constantly and so perseveringly pursued, was the pro 
ject of smuggling this country inlo a war with Great Britain for 
the purpose cf protecting the slave trade, African and American, 
He had seen that that was the deliberate purpose. And one of 
his reasons for presenting this petition was to give the alarm 
to the people of that portion of the country whence he came. 
it was time for them to take the alarm, or they would find 
themselves smuggled into a war fur the protection of the 
slave trade, and that the most absurd and false principles of the 
laws of nations had been asserted by our minister in England, 
all forthe purpose of srauggtine this country into a war will 
that Government under pretence of defence against her aggres, © 
sions. He would show ail this in the utmost detail if be was 
called on to defend himself against this charge.” ; g 

Now, Mr. M. was not going to enter into this 
detail of grievances; it was not his purpose to dis- 
enss them with the gentleman from Massachusetts. 
Neither should he discuss the right of Great Bri- 
tain to search vessels wherever she found them, 
under the pretence of suppressing the slave trade. . 


{Mr. Apams. You had better not.] 


ay 
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~ Neither should he discuss the propriety or ne~ 
cessity of the home squadrom, for the defence of 
our exposed coast against the strongest military 
mariné inthe world, or enter upon the question 
whether such a defence was a grizvance to the 
Worth. Mr. M. had adverted to this list of griev- 
ances merely to show what ground had actually 
béen taken by the gentleman himself in hisdefence. 
He had undertaken to make out a case of such 
grievious oppression and ‘tyranny, exercised by 
the Government upon him and his, that if ever a 
case would justify an ovtraged people in going into 
a state of revolution, and bursting the bands of so- 
ciety, this case was one; and the gentleman insisted 
that he had done it. The right of petition was 
gone; and the action of Congress, in preparing for 
a dissolution ef the Union, was the only méans by 
which the sacred and eternal rights of his constitu- 
ents could be carried out into effect. The gentle- 
man had avowed that he had brought this petition 
forward in order to give those constituents the 
alarm, and to afford them needed information. 
Still, however, the gentleman had further declared 
that he should not at presentadvise an actual dis- 
solution of the Union—no—not yet—not yel; but 
it was coming-—it was approaching. f 
Now, let any gentleman compare all this with 
the ground of defence taken in behalf of the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts by his friend from Vir- 
ginia, (Mr. Borrs,] and where would the gentle- 
man stand? The gentleman only wisbed an op- 
portunity to prepare a report which should allay 
agitation, and quiet the minds of his constituents! 
Oh, yes; and a precious foretaste the House had 
enjoyed ‘of the nature of that document which the 
chairman of the Committee on Foreign Relations 
raight be expected to send forth to the world, should 
his own instructions to the committee be adopted. 
This was allaying agilation with a vengeance! 
This was soothing irritation; this was a healing 
persuasive, to’convince them that the union of these 
States must be maintained! The gentleman from 
Virginia longed that the opportuni'y should begiven 
to the gentleman from Massachusetts, that he might, 
by his elcquent pen, by the force of his luminous 
understanding, and the whole weight of his per- 
sonal influence, put down forever the unhappy spirit 
of Northern discontent, and make his constituents 
ashamed that they had ever harbored a thoughtof so 


dire a sacrilege as the dissolution of this Union!. 


What! trust this task of an angel of peace to the man 
who openly avowed that he had jatroduced the memo- 
rial for the purposes of alarm! assign this task of 
healing to the man who fortified the right to abo- 
lish this Government by an appeal to the Consti- 
tution, and who stimulated men to the exercise of 
this right by presenting an accumulation of 
grievances such as never had been endured on 
earth before, and the only remedy for which was 
a destruction of the Union! And an American 
House of Representatives, themselves the imbo- 
died image of this great nation, were to leave to 
hands like these the task of soothing the irrita- 
tions and quieting the alarms of a discontented 
people! 

Mr. M. confessed that he had listened to the 
gentleman -with wonder; but if be wondered at 
the ground taken by the gentleman from Virginia, 
(Mr. Borrs,] how bad that wonder been increased 
when he listened to the gentleman’s own imme- 
diate friends. A gentleman from Massachusetts, 
[Mr. SarronsTaLL,] a personal friend and neighbor 
of the accused, had appealed not only to the age 
and to the past services of his friend, but to his de- 
scent from the British regicides. He had dwelt on 
his talents, his learnicg, his high ggpading, his irfla- 
ence, his weight of character, and above ail to his 
indomitable, persevering courace. The gentleman 
had advised the Flonse not to take him in band, 
for he was a descendant of that stubborn crew 
who, beginning with a petition of mght, had gore 
forward with untiring and undevia ing feotsteps, 
till they had ended in overturning the British Go- 
vernment, and bringing the head of Charles I. to 
the block—of men who had cast themselves on the 
bosom of the wild ocean, and had sought a home 
upon the bleak and desolate shores of an unknown 
jand, rather than yield one inch to what they 
deemed a denial of their rights at home—men who 


` 
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warred, and warred to the death, rather than to 
cherish for one moment the thought of submission. 
Finding in this House one of the decendants of 
the forty regicides of England, whoss imagination 
was thoroughly possessed with the idea ihat he and 
his associates were as grievously and as intolerably 
oppressed on this side the Atlantic as his ancestors, 
had been on their native shores, and who, remem- 
bering that those ancestors had overturmed and 
-prostrated the British throne, seemed to be equally 
confident that they could upheave the founda‘ions 
of the American Republic, the genticrman world 
persuade the House that it was a thing altegether 
vain to think of laying its hand of authority upon 
one who had such blood in his veins, and ihat :here- 
fere the course alike of duty and of policy was, that 
they should fold their hands and give him rope. 
And why? Because that, by attempting to con- 
trol him, we should only provoke his people more 
and more, and that they would bnt come vpan 
us the sooner, should they see a finger laid, howe- 
ver lightly, upon their indomitable leader! For 
one, (said Mr. M.) so help me Heaven, itis an 
argument I will never yield to. If I ever could 
be brought to legislate under terror, siandizg as I 


ligation to the Amerisan people, these are. the 
things, these are the very considerations, which 
would induce me to vote for a deeper, and a sorer 
punishment than that now proposed. ‘Phe genile- 
man from Massachusetts told me that [ was not 
able to comprehend the right of the citizen, that I 
knew nothing of the Constitution of my own 
country, or of the liberties and franchises which 
that instrument was made to protect, and that the 
resolutions I have offered-here indicate such igap- 
rance. I listened, too, to what my colleague sail 
about the charge of high treason which these re- 
solutions involved. Will the House bear with n@ 
so farasto allow meto read the passage with 
which it was my desire to preface the resolutions I 
have offged? The words are these : 

“Whereas the Federal Constitution is a permanent form of 
Government, and of perpetual obligation until altered ov modi- 
fied in the mode pointed outin that instrument; and the mem- 
bers of this House, deriving their political character and pow- 
ers from the samd, are sworn to support it; and the dissolution 
of the Union necessarily implies the destruction of that instru- 
ment, the overthrow of the American Republic, and the ex- 
tinction of our national existence: a proposition, therefore, to the 
Representatives of the people to dissolve the organic Jeses 
framed by their constituents, and to support which they are S- 
manded by those constituents to be sworn before they can enter 
upon the execution of the political powers created by it and en- 
trusted to them,is a high breach of privilege, a contempt of- 
fered to this House, a direct proposition to the Legislature, and 
each member of it, to commy perjury, and involving neces a 
rily in its execution and its consequences the destruction of our 
country and the crime of high treason.” 

Now, it is not here said that the drawing up of 
this petition is an act of treason; nor ibat the cf- 
fering of the petition here is treason, nor even 
that the enacting of the s‘atute for which the peti- 
tion prays would be treason; but it declares : 
the executing of those statuter ia the acinal c 
lution of the Union, wo@d necessarily be attended 
by the commission of treason. 

{Mr. Apams. That begsthe question ] 
Mr, M. í beg nothing of you, sir; nothiag. 
am told that I must correct the position here t: 
beeauce the memorial asks for a peaceable di 
tion of the Union. A peaceable dissolu 
Union! Iteannotbe. Before the bon 
ken, war must be made. It wiil be ma 
Union on ose side, and against it on the o 
making war against the Government! is treaton, 
peaceable dissolution! How will you go al 
The petition implies, and the gentleman m 
that it can be done only by Congress. f 
then, to my colleagues to sav, if we have jt i 
power fo do any such thing. Bat the genti 
says that if we cannot, then the ris 
people is nugatory, beeause the thing e 
peaceably. be done in any other way. 
down as a philesophic:! and political tre 
Union like ours never can be dissolved, s3 
universal assent or by foree of arms, I 
down that the Government of this count a 
Government essentially, and that the Unite Staies 
is a body politic. I, as a citizen, am a part of the 
United Siates, and have a part in this Govern- 
ment; and the Federal Constitution, and my 
share of protection under it, constiiute my 
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do, under my oath tothe Constitution and my ob- ’ 


birthright. You may dissolve the: Union.” 
in bis mercy, forefend that you ever should;.? 
you will never do it but by force, Never; ` neve 
Isay that the. very idea of executing an 
Congress pfoviding for such a p’rpose, could 
day ever arrive when such an act should pass, d 
involve treason, because it could not- be executed 
but by force of arms. ‘And that the very passage: 
of the act does involve perjury, because: we` have 

sworn to support the Constitution.. Suppose. we do. 
so much violence to our imaginations as to con= 

ecive that such an act has been passed, how. will’ 
it work? It will ecme’to Kentucky, and ‘it wih’ 
tell the people of that State that there is no United 

States—no American Constitution; that there is no. 
Federal Government, and no State Government;’ 
that society is resolved into its original elements.’ 
I sav there are no State Governments, because if, 
the Federal Government is destroyed there is tio 

longer any Government armed with the attributes: 
of sovereignty. TheState Governments cannot. 
make peace or war; they cannot own a navy; they’ 
cannot coin money—I .mean good money—and’ 
therefore I say the dissolution of the Union dis~ 
solves the State Governments. And will any gen- 
tieman tell me that, ina juncture like this, under, 
an attempt to dissolve the national compact. and’ 
throw all civil and social ties to the` elements of 
Heaven, that E who have sworn again and again: 
to support the Federal Constitution will have no. 
right to draw the sword? Will any man that’ 
knows Kentucky believe that Kentucky will not do 

i? Most assuredly she will. 

It is seldom worth while to discuss a mere ab- 
stract proposition, but when you come to sucha 
proposition as the right to dissolve this Union, the 
proposition is abstract no longer; # becomes prac- 
tical and momentous in the highest degree. Dis- 
solve the Union! Yer, throw Kentacky back upon’ 
herself, a region far in the interior, lying buried in 
the fer Wrest, back of some new empire which 
these descendants of the regicides shall have esta- 
blished on the Atlantic cozs!—lay us under their 
overshadowing power! make us the subservient 
depentanis of New York, and of Virginia, and 
South Carolina! And then tell me this can be done 
without force! that itis all to be effected under 
the mild, the bland, the pacific, the amiable’ 
rersonizg of the gentleman from Massachusetts: 
No, sir; it never can, it never will, he so effected. 
Come that day when it will, it will be bloody, it 
will be horrible. It must be, and it will, be so, at 
any time, or ander any circumstances; but ata pe- 
riod like this, and under a state of society like ours, 
kaving a people of such characteristics and such 
means, the convulsion must be followed by horrers’ 
for which bistery has no parall<l. Good Heavens? 
if we cannot live in peace while we are united to-" 
gether by all manner of ties, obligations, and ints- 
ress, most assuredly we never shall when ail these 
tics are broken, and State is sundered from Siate, 
and all are left to a general contest of unrestrained, 
unbridied seifichners and ambition, ; 

ILI wander from the subject, I wander from it 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
wey. That gentleman objects to 
He tells us that gentlemen from the 


‘ 


has paid her; and this testimony alone, coming: 
high authority, ought to be suficient in 
irom ker escuteheon any shade of past 
that may bedim its- bright- 
e errors has now gone byy” 
faasachusetts himself be~ 


bis Union, that they are not ft to try 
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‘Will they endorse this petition, and the reasoning 
by which it is sustained? Will they tell the Ara:- 


rican people that the people of MassacLusetts have 
aright to dissolve their Union? That to pray for 
such dissolution is justifiable, and that they are 
really to endorse the movement? Oh, sir, if they 
will, how a few years must have changed them; 
how. niust Massachusetts herself have changed 
since the memorable éra of 1798, when the South 
were ready to dissolve the Union and Massachu- 
setts was first among the champions to defend it! 
Do gentlemen recollect the short and pithy answer 
given by her to the resolutions of 1798, and which 
extorted from James Madison his famous report, 
as the means of extracting the dagger which Mas- 
sachusetts had plunged into the vitals of his 
Southern feeling? On all the great points of our 
glorious Constitution she was then as sound as a 
roach. How has she changed? When the ques- 
tion to be decided shall be, Has a portion of ihe 
people of: the United States aright to abolish the 
Constitntion and Union of the United Srates, and 
is Congress a necessary organ to effect that pur- 
pose, so that without its accion the right is nuga- 
tory? will Massachusets be found voting ay, while 
the South votes no? 

Ah! but there’s a reason for it. It is the detes- 
tation of the South to Abclition that makes her a 
Unionist. And it is the love ef the North for 
Abolition that has brought her in favor of dissola- 
tion. The North has vowed that slavery shall 
cease, and she resorts to dissolution as the means 
to effect it, while the South is equally resolved that 
slavery shall be maintained, and therefore she ral- 
lies under the Constitution to support it: ard my 
colleague over the way [Mr. Unperwoop] dectares 
thatif the Unicn is dissulved slavery will be abo- 
lished. So far he and the gentleman from Masra- 
chuseits perfectly agree. Now aliknow, or may 
know, who can read, that tae institution of sia- 
very is guarantied by the Constitution, and 
placed exclusively under the control of the 
States. And all who know the facts of the case 
know that the people of the South arg falsely 
charged, when they are accused of attempt. 
ing to introduce. slavery into the free States. Ly, 
under the provision which gives Congress power to 
regulate commerce between the States, Congress 
can interfere with the transportation of slaves as 
articles of commerce, then, unter the provision of 
the same Constitution which declares that there 
shall be no let or hinirance to the free circulation 
of goods and merchandise among the States, and 
that Congress cannot probibit articles of barter 
from being exchanged, it is equaily tree that Con- 
gress cannot piohibit the. trausperiation of slaves, 
Chio, for example, cannot prohibit the introductioa 
within her borders, of the basf, or tne hogs, or the 
corn of Kentucky, yet she has prosibived the intuo- 
cuciion of slaves, But > agament from the 
commercial power be a scund one, then Ohio has 
violated the Constitution. 

Do not gentlemen perceive that theiy own argi- 
ment would admit the introduction of slaves into 
every free State in thie Unien. But it is ridicu- 
Jaus to reason against such pretexis. No man coubts 
that slavery is guarded by the presentConstitution. 
Massachusetts herseif does not dowbt i; and, there- 
fore, seeking its abolition, sha looks tn a dissolution 
of the Union; and my colleague agrees with her 

S is of abolish- 
ve ihat if the 
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my colleague, itis to. be done by all the negroes 
running away to Ohio, and some of them through 
Ohio into Canada. Weill, sir, this may do very 
well for Kentucky, but how is this to work in 
South Carolina and Georgia? Are they to come 
into Ohio, too, and make a regular march into Ca- 
nada? Andis no hand to be lifted to interrupt 
this grand migration, this modern exodus of two 
millions ot peorle—a migration equal to that of 
the Goths and Vandals upon the Roman empire? 
The blacks are to come forth as-the Israelites did 
out of Egypt. I wonder who is to be their Moses? 
Is it the venerable gentleman from Massachusetts? 
A magnificent conception, truly! Abolish slave- 
ry! and how? Neverin that way. 

But the gentleman from Massachusetts does not 
look to this mode of doing the thing: no, he is not 
quite so much ofa menomaniac as that. He is 


. not so little read in the past history of the world, or 


so unacquainted with the practical affairs of man- 
kind, nor so unable to look into the canses and 
springs of national revolutions, as to believe a 
fond talelike this. What, then, is to be done? 
Abolished, slavery must be; and, in order to effect 
that end, the Constitution—that venerable, that sa- 
cred, that holy instrument, whose powerful arm, 
whose eternal voiceand whose covering shield had 
been hitherto our pride and our safety—the Consti- 
tution, with all the caths of the North to support it, 
must first be broken down, and then the Union is 
to be abolished. And how? By Porce. And what 
next? Why, then the Puritans, the descendants of 
the British regicides, who were driven out of Eng- 
land bythe oppressions and persecutions of the 
English nobility, and. the Cavaliers, who were dri- 
ven out by the persecutions of the Puritans, after 
both had united on this side the water, had buried 
tbair differences, and had, with their common 
hands, constructed a new Government, anited, 
strengthened, cv mented together by the shedding of 
their common bleod, are once more to be driven 
asunder, and all that fearful strife, whid& con- 
vulsed Europe two hundred and fifty years ago, is 
onee mare to affront the sua and pollute the blessed 
light of Hleaven on the soil of these once free and 
happy States. The descendants of the regicides, 
true to the principles of their fathers and the swern 
devgtees of human liberty, holding in one hand the 
rigo give freedom to all mankind, and holding 
the sword iv the other, elated with the conscicus- 
ness that they have the numerical’ majority, are to 
invade tbe South and to terminate slavery by the 
power of the sword, I warn gentlemen that when 
that sball be dere, or attempted to be done, the Ca- 
valier sword will, as it was wont to do, drink blood. 

Sir, proceeded Mr. M. there is in that region of 
the country a state of society which that gentleman 
cannot alter without involving conseq'ences more 
horrible, more terrific, than he can now conceive. 
The geneman will have gone fer whea ho obta‘ns 
the preparatory legisla‘ive æt; but that which must 
follow, will give him in more terrible fruition all 
the fruits and boundless consequences of the crime 
which his constituents now meditate. That for 
which they ask invoives the utter destruction, the 
obliteration of that race to which be should be allied 
by color, by a common blood, by education, by as- 
sociation, by descent, by friendship, by near and 
blessed alliance, by descendants, by every indisso- 
lable Hgament that ean bind the human heart; or 
the as certain desiruction of that very race towards 
whrse Hberation all his efforts are given, and in 
eonzummatisg whose deliverance he hopes to close 
along and Hlustisus life in a bleze of glory, which 
shall rival that y nal light whose halo encir- 
cles the name of Wilberforce. JE that is his kope, 
iti r can be fulfilled, becnuse there 
is no parallel between the cases, Phere is nothing 
in the enterprise of Wilberfores, iå the manner in 
which it was conducted, or the consequences which 
were to follow it, which ean, for a moment, be 
likened to that acs! nent which seems the object 
ef this gentleman’s az 

But} wil speak no longer of this. IT do say 
that the Southis vitally interested in the preserva- 
tion of the Constitution, and itis vain to liken a 
proposition to dissolve the Union, which involves 
the destruetion of the Government, and. the termi- 
nation of the Republic, to a proposition to amend 


the Constitution, such as is now under. considera- 
ration in the other end of this-Capitol. That pre- 
position seeks to preserve the instrument. It sugs 
gests, indeed, a modification of ita specific mo- 
dification of it,, and in one particular. The sug- 
gestion may be acted on. In the distribution-of 
the powers of Government you may give more. ‘or 
give less to the’ legislative or to the executive de- 
partment, and:still the Union will remain; the bonds 
which hold us together as one people will be.un- 
broken. There will still be such a thing a8’ the 
United Sates? There ‘will be such a thing as. the 
peorle of the United States, and there will remain 
a Constitution of the. United States. That instru- 
ment itself has pointed out the only: peaceful and 
legitimate mode of its own amendment,.and that 
is the mode in which this amendment. is proposed 

to be effected. The gentleman says that. the pro- 

position now pending in the other branch of the Le- 
gislature does involve a destruction of this Union: 
That proposition is a Whig measure. And if what 
the gentleman says is true, Whigery must have. 
wonderfully changed its physiognomy since the 
day when this illustrious gentleman was Presi- 
dent of the United States, and the distinguished gen« 
ieman who proposed that measure was Secretary 

of State. I am myself a Whig. Iam not, in- 
deed, a very old man; yet ithas been my. fate to 
live to see one of these two eminent individuals in- 

troduce a proposition to dissolve the Union at one 
end of the Capitol, and the other at the other end! 

[Laughter, loud and leng.} : 

Oh, sir, “tell it not in Gath, publish it not in the 
streets of Ascalon.” If the doctrine is true, then 
these two great political leaders have combined to- 
gether once more; they are in common consultation 
to overthrow the Constitution, and I suppose that I, 
asa good Whig, am kound to follow them. The 
devil take me if Ido. {Convulsions of laughter.]. 
That is running the game into the ground with a 
vengeance. ok oa 

The voting agaiust this proposition to annul. is, 
I suppose, to be the rare heacr of the Democracy 
of the North, and when the question of dissolytion. 
shall come up, they alone will be found base. 
enough to desert their Northern brethren, and vote 
for the good old Constitution which their fathers 
framed, and onder which they have lived aud en- 
joyed so much sccial happiness and prosperity. 
Now, I have been opposed to the Demceracy of 
the North, and to him who was once their great 
leader, in many of his measures; but when he 
swore by the Eternal that the Union must be pre- 
served, then I loved him; and if all his public acts 
had been conformable to this, he should have been 
my man, too. 

Strange, indeed, is the argument, and strange the 
positions we have seen taken on this: cecasion, and 
well and truly may it be said that we are falien on 
eviltimes. What a strange spectacie is exhibited 
by this Housevat this moment! Instead of- exert- 
ing the legislative powers conferred upon us and 
making the necessary provision for the public ser- 
vice, we are disputing on points of constitutional 
law, until at last those disputes are merged in a 
question of dissolving the Union. But who is to 
blame? Ididindeed vote for the repeal of the 
Qist rule; but since I have secen whatis, as I be- 
lieve, the real object of the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts—after he has avowed himself to be an 
alarmi.t, and his friead has warced us to remem- 
ber that he is a descendant of an English band. of 
Government overihrowers—-I cannot consent to 
trust him with any thing in which the existence of 
this Government ig invelved; nor shall I act incon- 
sistently. The 2t rule still remains in force, and 
I wili not lend the gentleman my aid in surrepti- 
tiously getting iat) this House what that rule for- 
bids. 

The gentleman has charged me. with being an 
enemy of the North, and with a purpose to oppose 
her. So far is this from being tree, that lam ready 
to do ali that a man in my condilion can do to re- 
move all causes of discontent, and to bind together 
the North and the South by the strongest ties of 
a mutual commercial interest. 1 wouldto-morrow,. 
if I could, render this our American continent 
wholly independent of the continent of Europe, 
cand wholly independent of Great Britain too. 


Could my will prevail; the South should consume 
nothing that-was not the fruit of American Jabor— 
ay, and of Northern labor—and the North should 
consume nothing that was not the production of 
our own soil. I would do this to teach the two 
Sections of this Union that the difference between 
them, properly understood, is a blessing from the 
munificent hand of Heaven, and constitutes one of 
the best and strongest bonds ef their lasting union. 
Tam in favor of a tariff, and for that very thing. I 
am no enemy of the North. I admire Northern 
men and Eastern men. I know a little of their 
past:history, and grieved should I be ever to depart 
from the principles which their philosophers and 
their political leaders have taught them. I know 
well what they used to be, and what were their 
former ideas of the Federal Constitution. But new 


principles and new opinions are springing up- 


there. Be it so! we have no right to interfere 
with their right to liberty of opinion: but must this 
new doctrine be brought here to be acted on by us? 
I say no. If they want to dissolve the Union, let 
them do it in their own way; but I say te them, for 
Heaven’s sake don’t ask us to doit. Iam told that 
I must not press this resolution, because it is the 
surest way to bring about such a result; and I am 
i avow a fear lest such a thing should actually be 

one. 
dare not censure one of its own members for 
bringing into this Hall of Amẹrican Jegislation 
such an atrocious proposition as that which has 
been read in our ears? [t reminds me very much 
of the. words of Hazael to the man of God, who 
prophesied his treason, “Is thy servant a dog, that 
heshould do this thing?” But it seems we have 
come toit. Weare warned. not to breathe the 
slightest censure on one of our own members for 
bringing here the first proposition—yes, the first 
proposition—that has ever yet been heard in this 
land, to break down the fair fabric of this Union, 

Sir, it goes a whole stone’s cast beyond any thing 
that the Southern nullifiers ever dreamed of. We 
have gone beyond them far away. We are im- 


proving on them rapidly. Yes, sir, with gigantic | 


strides. It seems that the New England brain, in 
this department, too, as in every other, wants buta 
hint straightway to improve on it. The cenven- 
tion that sat at Columbia never took the ground 
that Congress had power to dissolve the Union, nor 
did they so much as pretend that they were them- 
selves overthrowing the Constitution. I know what 
they said, though I differed from them then, and 
shall forever differ. They said that they were 
maintaining the Constitution. They insisted that 
they had a right, though I never could see where 
they got it from, to arrest the execution ‘of what 
they deemed an unconstitutional Jaw, until there 
was time for the voice of all the other States to be 
heard upon it; but they never pretended that their 
rights were nullified unless they could come to 
Congress azd pray this body to dissolve the Union. 
If I vote for any such measure—for a measure 
which professes to be preparatory to it—l am guilty 
of perjury, for I have been sworn, over and over, 
not to destroy, but to support the Constitution. The 
principles of that instrument are worthy of my sup- 
port, and Iam bound by my oath fo uphold it now 
and forever. ; 

But we are told that the gentleman is an old 
man, and that therefore we must not censure him— 
it would be an ungracious act to pass a vote of 
censure on one so venerable, We are told that the 
gentleman has indeed some peculiar notions, (and 
very peculiar they are, I acknowledge,) and though 
we don’: quite approve cf them, he is to be allowed 
to proceed and carry them out, even to the extent 
‘of overturning the Government, and we must not 
interfere; and that if w2 debate on such a subject 
we are wasting ume and sacrificing public inte- 
rests. A most mild and conciliatory propozal was 
made to him by the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 
Borrs,] and how was that proposal answered by 
his friends? I, for one, was willing to give the 
gentleman an opportunity to answer, when he 
turned round upon me with words of fire and tones 
of fury, such as he only could ever utter, while all 
the passions of his passionate nature burst forth in 
a blaze, as they always seem ready to do when one 
hated word, the word South, strikes upon his ear. 


. dress this House. 


What! is it como to this, that Congress- 
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Union; and after that- such a defence as we have 
heard. Andis this to be slipped over out of con- 
tempt? Are we to treat him as some old imbecile, 
whom it is not worth while to notice? N 0, Sis; far 
from that. His friends have arrayed him in every 
quality that can make a man at “once great 
and terrible. 
every instrument of mighty mischief—gifts of un- 
derstanding, of eloquence, of knowledge, of dignity, 
of power, to move the public mind; and yet, after 
painting him thus, the same gentleman turns round 
and tells usthat he is no fit subject for the action 
of this House. Sir, I have listened to that genile- 
man most attentively. whenever he has risen to ad- 
I have placed myself near his 
seat and listened with profound attention to every 
word which has proceeded from his venerable lips. 
I wanted to see what was really the course he de- 
signed to pursue; for one I am convinced, 

If the gentlemani’s own declarations and action 
are to be trusted as tree exponents of his purpose, 
his purpose is that which is expressed in the peti- 
tion he has offered; it is the ultimate and utter ruin 
of Sothern institutions; and I now call upon North- 
ern men to say whether these are their serious pur.. 
posesor not. I ask of them to tell me whether 
these are the views of the able and honorable men 
who represent Northern interests on this floor. 
Does the North really mean this, and do they put 
this gentleman forward by way of feeler, because 
his age, and dignity, and past services, and venera- 
ble appearance are-such as will suspend the act of 
this Howse to punish him? Do they thus seek to 
escape personal responsibility? When the gente- 
man ‘from Ohio [Mr. Gippinas}] the other day 
shook hands, with tears in biseyes, with my colleague 
over the way, and my colleague, with scarce less 
emotion, shook hands with him, he talked much.of 
friendly understanding and friendly feeling, and 
assured my colleague and all Southern gentlemen 
that he had no thought of such a thing as interfer- 
ing with slavery within the States where it cx- 
isted; but. he and his friends wanted to be free 
from the expense of maintaining it, and he 
was fast going on to explain himself 
farther, when, at that moment, Southern gen- 
tlemen rose and stopped him. I entreated them 
not to do so; I implored them to let him talk en. 
The gentleman is a neighbor of mine; we are se- 
parated but by a ‘narrow river; the views of him 
and his friends are of deep and vital interest 10 our 
section of the country, and we never were so near 
getting at what those views actually are. I wanted 
to hear him; I wanted to hear what he would say 
under this new-born alliance between himself and 
my colleague. 

This is the first time that any man has been bold 
enough to introduce on this floor a paper proposing 
a dissolution of the Union. He ought to be boldly 
met. If we meet him and his proposition with as 
decided a temper as he himself exhibits; if we re- 
buke the infamous proposal to us to break our 
oaths in tones of that indignant thunder which it 
justly merits, it will have a healthful effect through- 
out this land; it will gladden the heart and strength- 
en the hands of every loyal, true-hearted Ameri- 
can citizen, of whom I well know there are mil- 
lions at this day in the North; and it will bave the 
novel effect cf checking this gentleman and his ase 
sociates in any further proceedings they may now 
meditate in this line cf policy. 

For ali the bitter and envenomed things he has 
ssid against me, I forgive him. He said that I 
boasted of my aristocratic blood. I will net cha- 
racterize that assertion as it deserves. I forgive 
him that too: and, oh! were itin my power to ex- 
orcise from the heart of that eminent man that de- 
mon of mischief which threatens al! that is dear to 
mne—if it were possible that he could be brought, 


in any good degree, to recant what ke has here de- | 


clared—if I could see any gleaming of that spirit 
of preifieation, that love for the Constitution, and 
that zeal for the Union, which has here been as- 
corded to him by others—I would instantly and 
joyfully retract all that I have said. 

fam the last man on this earth who would wish 
to strike at that venerab’e head, whose past history, 


whose advanced age, whose distinguished talents, 


Well, sir, next came a proposition to dissolve the 


They have conceded to his hand 


all whose ass 
the blow, et spect ave eo 

Mr. MARSALL, before taking. bis. se 
filled his pledge to Mr. Tompson, of 
had yielded him the floor, by renewing the in 
ofthat gentleman to lay the whole-subject o 
table, at the same time expressing his earnest.} 
that the motion he was’thus compelled by “promise 
to make would not prevail. Se a aes 

On which renewed motion Mr. HOPKINS 
asked the yeas and nays, which were-orderel. 

Anu the Clerk proceeded to call the roll: = > 

When the name of Mr. Borrs was called, Mr. 
BOTTS rose and inquired, (as the Reporter under.’ 
stood,) with a view to govern his vote accordingly, 
whether ihe gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr 
Apams] desired. to reply to the gentleman from 
Kentucky, [Mr. MARSHALL] = 

Tac SPEAKER said the inquiry was not in 
order, but that by general consent the gentleman 
from Massachusetts could answer, 99 E 

Mr. ADAMS, Isaynow what I have said be: 
fore. I will not be responsible for the consump- 
tion of one-hour of the time on what ‘relates 
personally to myself. -The gentleman from: 
Kentucky [Mr. Manrsnatn] has made a most 
eloquent invective against me, founded on one sin« 
gle principle, utterly false and unjust— eee 

Loud eries to order. : sas 

The SPEAKER said it was not in order to make 
remarks at this time. ; ` 

Mr. ADAMS continued. Well, sir, Tsay Į will. 
not be responsible for the consumption of one Mo- 
mentof time. If any further continuance ef the 
subject should take place—— ` 

Mr. GILMER submitted to the Speaker that all 
tkis was cut of order. 

The SPEAKER so decided. 

And Mr. ADAMS took his seat. 5 

When the name of Mr. Cusmya was called, the 
geutleman rore and inquired of the Speaker wheiher - 
this motion involved the reception of the petition 
which the gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
Apams]} had offered to present, or recognise that 
the petition was received? 

The SPEAKER said: No—the motion had ne- 
thing to do with the petition: it applied oply to the ` 
resclutions of the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr 
Mansuaut] and the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 
GILMER ] ai 


The vote was then announced as follows: : 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Landaff W. Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg, 
Baker, Birdsdye, Blair, Boardman, Botts, Brewster, Briggs, 
Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, Casey, Childs, Chittenden, John 
C. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Cras 
vens, Cushing, Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, Dean, Deber’ 
ty, .Doiz, John Edwards, Everett, Perris, : Fessenden, Fill: : 
more, John G. Floyd, A. Lawrence Foster, Patrick G 
Goode, Granger, Green, Hall, Halsted, Henry, Howard, 
Hfudson, J. R. Ingersoll, James, E D. Jones, John P. Kennedy, 
Lane, Lawrence, Linn, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, 


ociations, plead so si 


Maxwell, Maynard, Morgan, Morris, Motrow, Osborne, Owsley, 
Parmenter, Partridge, Pearce, Pendleton, Ramsey, 
Randall, 


Benjamin 
Randolph, Ridgway, Rodney, William Russell 
Russell; Saltonstall, Stanly, Stokely, Bratton, AY 
dart, Summers, Taliaferro, J. B. Thompson, R. W. 
pson, Tillinghast, Toland, ‘Tomlinson, Trumbull, Un- 
issalaer, Wallace, Washington, E. Di 
Wiliams Lewis Williams, Jeseplt 
lans, Wintirop, Yorke, Augustus Young, and John 
ot 


sdam, H 


ton, Fly ‘ 
Andrew y 3 W ` 
£ n, Robert MeClellan, McKay, Mallory; “Marchand, 


Marshall, 


Mathew: lil, Meriwether, Miller, Moore, New- 


H 
3 


ids, S 


A rook, James W.: Wiliams, Christopher H. 
ilams and Weood-110. é 

So the House refused to lay the whole subject 
on tbe table, i ; : 

Aad ihe question recurring on the substittte 
amendment of Mr. MARSHALL — ` M 

Mr. ADAMS rose and said: I have heard it 
said by a person acquainted with Warren Hast- 
ings- 
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Mr. GILMER rese to a point of order. -He 
said that he had made four or five efforts to obtain 
the floor. He did not wish by any means to de- 
prive the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Apams] of the foor. But he believed that Pania- 
mentary courtesy, if not an express rule of the 
House, permitted a. member, the author of a pro- 
position, to say some thing as to the motives 
whieh had led him to offer his resolution. He had 
submitted a proposition to the consideration of the 
House, in relation to: which he had not, in the first 
instance, intended to saya word. He bad notyet 
saida word. And alithat he desired to know of 
the Speaker was, whether, before the debate closed, . 
he would be entitled by the rule; or by Parliamen- 
tary courtesy, to say a few words, not in relation 
to the proposition of the gentleman from Kentucky, 
but that which he (Mr. G.) bad himself of- 
fered? f 

The SPEAKER said that unless the whole sub- 
ject should’ be laid on the table, or the previous 
question should be demanded, the gentleman from 
Virginia [Mr. Gimer] would be entitled, by the 
rale, to close the debate. 

Mr. GILMER explained that he had not risen 
toany point of order in relation to the persenal 
right to the floor of the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, or with any personal or political reference 
to the subject, so far as that geatleman was con- 
‘cerned. ‘Tne point related entirely to himselt, 
(Mr. G.) and be begged ihe parden cf ihe gentle- 
man from Massachusetts for interrupting him. 

Mr. ADAMS said there was no occasion to ask 
his pardon for taking the floor from him. He did 
not feel it as an act of unkindness towards him on 
the part of that gentleman, (Mr. Gumer ] If he 
(Mr. A.) was to answer for one erime, he mizhtas 
well be called to answer for balfa dezen, orien, 
or twenty. The prepesition of the gentleman 
from Virginia was one which would materially 
confine and make more narrow his defence. Feat 
charge he siould have been willing to have met at 
once. 

Mr. A. said somethieg (which the Reporter could 
not distinctly hear) ia allusion to the distress which, 
he could not deny, the propositions, beth of the 
gentleman from Virginia und the gentleman from 
Kentucky, had given kira, and said that the most 
poignant part of that distress aro e from the fact 
that the Hove would be vnder the uccessity of 
coneuming a large portion of its tine in hisdefence, 
if he wasco be hel. to answer the charges of the 
gentleman from Kentucky. And the first propo- 
sition that be should make wos, what he had al- 
ready insisted upon, as wonld appear by the joure 
nal, namely, tax he shouid entitled to the bene- 
fits of a trial before his peers npon the charges of 
subornation of perjary and ofii gh treason, beeaure 
these charges were contained in the proposition of 
the gentleman from Kentucky, whatever ingenuity 
the gentleman might have used in his remarks tv- 
diy to explain them away. 

Amongst other ihings, the g 
that it was not him (Mc. A.) that he charged, bat 
that, if any body, it was the petitioners; and the 
gentleman had trade aspecch of uswards of two 
hours’ duration to prove that A.) was re- 
sponsible for the very s those who 
had signed the pethion. {.] bad repre- 
scented him (Mr. A.) in favor of 
the petiton, in the fa i 
tothe contrary, sine 
that, at t ie 
bad prop 
an answer 
why their pra} 
not the geniieman fi 
he had notla 
that this Hor 
pori agains 
part of this He 
they keld no sueh e 
of them; and that 
right of the petitioners to pr 
here, would they aus® 
reasons why the prayer è 

He had heard it said by a per 
with Warren Hastings that when he was 
before the judicial tribunals of his country for ine 


sademan had stated 
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commission of high crimes, upon the trial which 
lasted (Mr. A. believed) seven years, when the. 
thunders of eloquence of Edmund Burke and Ro- 
bert Brindley. Sheridian were ‘poured upon. his 
head, he almost thought that he was guilty of the 
crimes with which he had been charged, so power- 
ful was the eloquence with which he was assailed. 
The eloquence which the gentleman from Ken- 
tacky had now exercised personally against him, 
under the profession of having no personal feel- 
ing, was equal to that of Burke and Sheridian 
combined. Bnt he (Mr. A.) did assure the gentle- 
man and th: House, that, not for one single in- 
stant, had the idea been impressed upon his mind 
that he was guilty of any part of the charges 
brought against him. 
been driven from that sense of conscious innocence 
with which he met this charge, coming, as it did, 
from the most extraordinary combination of par- 
ties that bad ever been formed in this’ House—a 
cembination of a most formidable character. 
What was that combination? It came in the first 
place frora the State of Georgia. The first attack 
upon him here had been from Georgia Whigs. 
[Mr A. recapitulated the circumstances attending 
the presentation of the petition and lever from 
Clarkesville, Georgia, so postmarked and raziled.] 
A gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. Jonnson,] to 
the opinions expressed by the members from Geor- 
gia that that petition was a hozx, bad added a faci 
unknown to him (Mr. A.) that the petition and 
letter were writien on Congressional paper. Did 
the gentleman mean to say that he was privy to 
the composition of these papers? 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON (so far as he could be 
heard) was understocd to say; that he had not ex- 
amined the paper, but ha had been told that it was 
the same kind—that it was gill-edged, and that the 
signatures wereall in one handwriting. The im- 
press‘on of ail was that it was a hoax. Efe had 
never scen the paper UH he had seen it at the 
Clerk’s desk. The Representatives frem jhe Gate 
of Goergia disclaimed spy knowledge of it, And 
(Mr. J. was understood to say) if the gentleman 
from Maseachusetts had taken ihe samo precan- 
tion, in reference to that petition, 3s he had done in 
reference to the petition no 7 pe 


— written heme 
fo see if the paper was gnuine-—he would have 
found out whether the signatures were true or 
not. 

Mr. ADAMS said he did pot feel himself bound 
io send to Georgia to do se. Hit wasa hrax, the 
injury was the greater to his rehisand to the rights 
of kia constituents, and the breach of privilege to 
him was greater than if the paper had been genuine. 
Tf, therefore, the gentleman’s information was cor- 
rect, andif the petition was oa Congress parer, what 
wos the inference? Thatit was a fabrication on 
the part of some member of the House to dra bim 
(Mr. A.) into the difficnlty, into which be had been 
brought. Tk m'cht be so Tn the usual simplicity 
of his heart, he had received the paper as a genu- 
ine paper, and he believed it to be so. 

Mr. HABERSELAM (the floor being yielded for 
the purpose of explanation) here Giselaimed any 
knowledge whather the document was on Congress 
paper or not, and said that he would disdain, on 
behalf of himself and his colleagues, to say a word 
in denial of the charge er insinuation (whichevar 
it might be) of this kind; yet he felt bound to say, 
that the g amen from Massachusetts onght to 
have known, that he did know, that be had good 
reason to know, or, at all events, to believe, that 
the petition came feiem no mesting of citizens of 
Habersham et 
tall, hav: come from a single ir&ividaal. The 
nileman mast elfher have disbelicved what be 


mt 


(Mr. H jhad stated to him, or at least have doubt- | 


ed the fect. 
Mr. ADA 


„after protesting against the eon- 

to which he was liable, and re- 
: anner in which he had heen cut off 
at the very moment he was entering epon his de- | 
fence, fell bzek upon the assertion Be had made as 
to the combination of parties by whom the present 
preeess was being carried cn. He stood here, he 
said, upon the accusation of the gentleman from 


Not for one moment had he i 


iy, and must, if iteame from there | 


Virginia [Mr. GILMER] on the one hand, and the 
gentleman from Kentucky on the other, both of | 


them being apparen'ly extremely. anxious to have 
the question taken; so that if he should be acquit- 
ted on the charge of the gentleman from Kentucky, 
there yet remained the other, upon which he was to 
defend himself, upon other. grounds, against the 
gentleman from Virginia. Who on this cor could 
fail to be surprised to see the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky and the gentleman from Virginia united. tos 
gether in this purpose of. casting censure upon him 
«the gentleman from ‘Kentucky, the bead’ iof 
the. home squadron,.and the. gentleman ‘ftom 
Virginia, the bead, the nominal head (from thedig- 
nity which he exercised as late Governor of Virgi- 
nia) of the Tyler party. There was a eoalition for 
you! [Laughter] Pointed against whom? 
Against one single individual, a member of this 
House, charged with half a dozen capital crimes; 
and his House was called upon to censure him be- 
cause he had presented a petition. For, come.to 
the real peint of the matter, that, and that alone for 
whick he had really to answer before this House, 
as he conceived, was for the crime of presenting a 
petition. 

Now in what part of the Constitution of the 
United States was this declared to be a crime? He 
would like the gentleman from Kentucky to. look 
into his deep researches of law, common or national, 
and to define where the law was which constituted 
it a crime to present a petition, lead to what it 
might.~ The gentleman from Kentucky, who had, 
as he thought, so ingeniously contrived to free him- 
self from having charged these crimes. upon him, 
(Mr. A.) founded his resolution of censure, first, 
upon the fact that he (Mr. A.) bad presented-a 
petition; and, secondly, made a speech to prove 
that he was guilty of every thing that was prayed 
for by that petition, when, in the very act of- pre= 
senting it, he had absolutely protested against it. 
Where was the gentleman's law? He was a great 
and profound lawyer, and he (Mr. A.) asked him 
to show where he found his law for this? Lethim 
look into the Constitution of the United States, and 
show where the law was by which he . would 
punish, in any shape or form, a member of this 
House for presenting a petition, No; in the first. 
place, the gentleman bad made the law; he had: 
then gone on and accused an associate member .of 
violating that law—to sit asa judge upon him, and 
then to turn executioner. And, to erown ah, had 
declared that it was a great mercy and favor that 
ihe punishment was not much more severe. 

"This was the first demand he had to make on 
the gentleman. And, long as the genileman’s 
speech had been, under a profession of personal 
explanation, he (Mr. A ) was willing he should 
make another speech as long as that to show 
where he found his law. Was this Republican? 
Was there a Government on the face of the earth 
that would punish a man for a crime, when there 
was no law which constituted that crime? He 
should like to hear the genileman on ihat subject. 
He, (Mr. A.) on the contrary, declared that there 
was a law expressly against it. ‘There was.a pro- 
vision in the Constitution of the United States 
which declared that no ex pest facto law should be 
passed; and that provision was declared to apply 
to alleriminal and penal laws. The provision 
was the dictate of justice and humanity; aad he 
trusted he should nave the benefit of it before. the 
House came to decide ucon this question. 

The gentleman from Kentucky, Mr. A. repeated, 
bad first made the law, bad next charged him with 
a violation of that law--(in what Mr, A. mast be 
permitied to cali blackguard language—) and, in 
addition to tbis, had proceeded to punish him. We 
read in the Serigiures, that when Michael, the 
Archangel, bad quarrelled with the Devil, [great 
laughter,] he uscd no railing accusation against 
bhim. He advised the gentleman, who was so 
profound a lawyer, to tead a litle of the Bible; 
znd there learn, that if he meant to attack a man— 
to ruin his character, to ruin his usefulness to the 
country, and to deprive him of his rights as a mem- 
ber of this Honse—to make it not a railing accu- 
sation. The genileman’s accusation against him, 
(Mr. A.) in addition to al uts other defecis, was a 
railing aceusation. ; : 

But he was commenting upon the extraordinary 
combinations of parties, all concentrated against his 
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devoted head, because he had presented a petition. 
‘He had spcken of the extraordinary position of the 
gentleman from Kentucky, ci bined with the chief 
of the Tyler party, heretofore called the Corporal’s 

_ Guard, but who, Mr. A. should think, was the 
field marshal of the armies of the present Adminis- 
tration. Whea he saw that combination in the 
first instance, he could not help asking, What is 
this? Misery, it was said, makes strange bedfel- 
lows. And he thought to bimself, was the gentle- 
man from Kentucky in such misery that he was 
compelled to seek such companions? [Laughter.] 

- Phen came the Georgia Whigs, who, after enjea- 
voring to produce an impression unfavorable to 
him, for having presented a petition,‘on the ground 
that it was a hoax, had gone on voling against. him, 

forthe purpose of bringing censure upon him, 
` The third part of this combination was a large 
portion of the Virginia Whigs, who were neither 
Tylerites nor Kentuckians. And then, the great 
Democracy of the free States~-the auxiliaries of 
the “peculiar institutions.” (Laughter.] This was 

“the combination of parties he was calied to meet 
in, order to maintain his right as a member of this 
House, to present petitions complaining of griev- 

"sances, A very strange composition! And al- 
“ready he found that, in the operation of that great 

party, there was a radical difference of opinion on 
some things extremely important and vital in all this 
controversy between the commander-in chief from 
Accomac and the admiral of the Kentucky squa- 
dron from Kentucky. [A laugh.] The genileman 
from Accomac, in a five hours’ speech, had consi- 
dered this as a question of Abolition from beginning 
toend. And how did his friend, rival, and oppo- 
nent, (for he bore all those characters) brave that 

‘ost preposterous charge ever made in this House, 

‘fhat.all the movements of his, Mr. A.’s, were under 

` English influence? Among the beautiful parts of 

- the composition of the gentleman from Kentucky, 
he was bappy to find that he disclaimed, as tolaliy 
falsé,any such imputation. He also thanked him 
‘for another part of his speech, for every word he 
‘had used to sffow what horrors this country in 
¿ëvery part would endure in the event of a dissolu- 
iign-of the Union, And he hoped his Southern 
‘confederates would lay itto their hearts, that they 
should have no ‘more such resolutions as were pre- 
pared by the gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. 
Ruerr] and kept in his drawer to be presented to 
this House. He should have hoped that, out of 
mere sympathy, the gentleman, if he had thought 
him, Mr. A. guilty of the crime of pe'jury or high 

-treason, as he would be necessarily included in it, 
would have given him, Mr. A. the benefit of his 
vote upon this oceasien. (A iaugn.] But no, be 
was a part of the party. He now voted that he, 
Mr. A. was guilty of subornation of perjury or 

- high treason for having presented a petition ex: 
actly agreeing with his views! [A laugh.] That 
gentleman and the rest of the representatives from 
South Carolina—that land of nullificatios against 
whom Andrew Jackson himself was reduced to 
the necessity of issuing a proclamation threatening 
them with the second section if they continued in iy 
here was the whole representation from that Staie 
ready to endorse the charges of the gentleman frou 
Kentucky, and to charge him with snbornadon ef 
perjury and high treason because forty-five cf his 
feliow citizens thought on the particular point of 
the dissolution of the Union just as they did! 

He said this was a formidable combination, He 
should certainly belie his feelisgs if h could say, 
that he was indifferent as to what th effect of 
guch a combination of parties might bein this 
House. But, as it was concluded, aad the House 

` had thought proper to determine that this proposi- 
tion showld not be laid on the teble, he was obliged 
to meet i, and he now repeated here, what he was 
afraid his own countrymen and constiltients would 
mot folly understand, that. he wes not responsible 

‘for one moment of the time consamed on this sub- 

| ject, in the present condition of -the country. He 


| 


would have sat down jast now, under the heavy 
weight: of the eloquence of the gentleman from 
Kentucky, without asking to say a word on this 
sudject, if the House had thought proper to lay it 
on the table. He wouid have rejoiced at it, if the 
House had said they. would have noihivg further 
todo with this accusation. He would have gone 
in that way to bis countrymen, as he must and 
should go to them on this whole subjeci, to save 
the time of the nation. ‘Fhere were great and im- 
portant interests at stake ai this moment, and every 
moment the House consumed on this subject took 
away tkeir power to act on these concerns. What 
was it, afterall, thatthe gentemen from Virginia, 
Kentucky, and Georgia, were all pushing? It was 
to make him (Mr. A.) sit here, hour atier hour, 
and hear invective from the most cloguent mem- 
bers of this House—personal. invective; and that 
all their grievancés, public snd private, were tc be 
detailed-here, ia the face of the nation, and thetime 
of the country to be consumed. He was willing to 
submit to it, but he had thought proper not to be 
accountable himself for this consumption of the 
time of the House. 

He had demanded, if this House were to act on 
him—on the position assumed that he had been 
guilty by act or thought of the charges contained 
in the gentleman’s preamble and resolutions—he 
had demanded a trial by his peers, as secured to 
him by the Constitution of the United States. And 
he demanded now that, before the House came to 
the final conclusion on the motives assumed in 
this charge, they should send him out tobe tried 
before a tribunal of the country. It was in the 
power of the House to issue an order to the Attor- 
ney General of the United States to prosecute him 
for this crime before the proper courts. Then he 
shouid have the benefit secured by the Constitu- 
tion of the United States. He demanded this stil’, 
if the House was to proceed and act on the resolu- 
tions. They were bound, before they came to any 
such resolution, to have the act established, and 
established in the jodicial court. The House had 
no right whatever to act without first having esta- 
blished. the fact on which they themselves under- 
took to censure him. That was the course pursued 
in the case of John Smith; into the particulars of 
which he briefly entered. 

But he was going to say, that, after having done 
with that, and if the House thought proper to pro- 
cced with this matter, he should want to have two 
or three calls made on the Departments for docu- 
ments and information which would be necessary 
for his defence. He would send a lis: of the reso- 
lutions to the Chair. 

[The resolutions were then sent to the Chair; and, 
after briefly examining then—] 

The SPEAKER made aremark to the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, which was not heard at 
the Reporters desk; to which 

Mr. ADAMS replied that, asa member of this 
House, he had not the power to offer these resolu- 
tions'in order. [i was asan aceused person before 
a criminal eonrt trying on this charge that he 
claimed the right to offer them. He wasted the in- 
formation which they asked for, for the purpose of 
his defence. He further said, in reply toa remarix 
of the Speaker which was not heard at the Re- 
porters desk, that be should ask for a postpone- 
ment. He wanted this ti ud those ducuments 
for which he asked, before the House acted upon 
ihe resolutions. ; 


The Cuunk then read the resolutions, zs follows: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to cause to be communicated to this House, if noi ine 
compatible with the public interest, copies o! the correspondence 
between the Department of Stare and the Minister of Great 
Britaiu; also withthe Governor of the Sate of South Carolina 
and withthe late William Johnson, a Judze of the Supreme 
Courtof the United Btates, relating to an act or acts of the Lo- 
gislature of South Carolina, directing the imprisonment of co- 
jJored persons arriving from abroad ïn the ports of that State; 
alsa, of the act or acts themselves, and of any official opinions 
given by the said Judge Johnson of the uncousdtutionality of 
the said acts. : 

Resolved, That the a 
communicate to this House copies of 


Secretary of the Navy be requested to. 
the proceedings of the 


Naval Court Martial, recently held for the. al-of Captain’: 
William Compton Bolton, and of the preceding. Court “of: Ine. 
quiry upon whose report the said: Naval’ Court; Martial i 
ordered.. Also, copies ef all despatches received-at'the Départs.. 
ment from Isaac Huil, late commander of. the quadyon of: the: 
United States in the Mediterranean, reporting the proceedings 
of that squadron consequent upon the receipt of a lejter or lei 
ters by the said commander of the squadron ‘from Andre’ 
Stevenson, late Minister of the United States at the Court'‘of 
Great Britain, together with copies of any such letter or lets 
ters. Also, copies of all instructions from the Navy: Depart- 
ment to the said commander of the squadron, or to hig succes- © 
sor in the command, consequent upon and relating to -hese. 
transactions x EEEE 
Resolved, That the President. of the United States bère” ” 
quested to communicate to this Houag, if not incompatible . 
with the public interest, a copy of any letter or letters written 
by him to William Cost Johnson, relating to the. rule of, the. 
House excluding from reception, petitions of any kind from 
any portion sf the people of the United States, or to the agency 
of the said: William Cost Johnson in the introduction and esta- 
blishment of that rule. y : $ 
Resolved, That the President of the United States be. re: 
quested to inform this House whether heever authorized HEN- 
‘ry A. Wiss to affirm iti bis place that Ae knew the President: 
was in favor of the rules ‘or any rule of the House excluding 


any class of petitions, ‘resoludons, -or other papers, includia; 
y: , 7 p , including 
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rosolutions of State Legislatures, from reception. > : : 
Mr. ADAMS continued. He should. want ‘the: 
adoption of ail these resolutions by the House. 
They were all extremely essential to his” defence.: 
But he was further going to say that before the 
House had desided to adopt the resolution. before 
(hem, he should insist upon their decision whether ` 
they would turn him over to the criminal court to 
establish the facts on which this resolution was 
founded; and then he should ask time for the trial 
te be gone through, where he hoped he should be 
able to stand up and defend. himself before a ‘jury 
of his countrymen against these enormous charges, 
and where he hoped he should have an impartial 
trial. If not, if itwas the pleasure of the House 
to proceed, and to presume that he had.been guilty 
of this crime, in order to pass this vote of censure 
on him, thea he should have nothing but his coun- 
try to appeal to. And then he hoped: he should 
have it inhis power to send out to the country not 
only the nature and exteat of the accusation, but 
the manner in which it had been conducted by 
House. tue vey 
And this brought kim to another point, and one 
which was more particularly connected with the 
question of the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Gite 
MER] than with that of the gentleman from Ken- 
tacky, [Mr. MarsHauL,] because to bring before 
this House that which could justify them in passing 
a vote of censure on him for a contempt of: ‘the 
House, was what he understood the ‘motion of :the 
gentleman from Virginia to be. Ilhe : was galled 
to answer that accusation, 1t would- occupy much 
less time than the other, but still it would require 
some time—a good deal of time. He hoped that 
members of this House, if they could not be ope- 
rated upon by public considerations, would consi- 
der what each and every one of themselves would 
be subjécted to if they undertook to pass a vote of 
censure on one of their members for the act of 
which he was accused—for presenting a petition in 
this House. He hoped the House would take oc- 
casion to consult the precedents of what had been’ 
done heretofore on charges of a similar kind. The 
most apposite case of any that existed was that.of 
trial fora breach of privilege, about four years. 
ago, in this House, upon a charge of cold-blooded, 
deliberate murder of one of the members of this 
House. He hid alluded to that case from absolute 
necessity heretofore. - Ele now alluded to itimor- 
der that the House, before they came to decide on 
him, would inform themselves what were.the pro» 


| ceedings in that case; he knew of none: ihat so 


clearly resembled it. e Lo 
[Here a message was received from the Senate, 
by its Secretary, A. Dicwiss, esq. announcing that 
that body had rejected the bill from the House re- 
pealing the Bankrupt law.) : 
Mr. A. said he hoped this was a good omen for 
the decision of another of the favorite projects: of 
the gentleman from Kentacky. (A laegh]: About 
four years ago, he continued, a deliberate, eold- 
blooded murder was committed on A: member of 
ihis House, and, after the funeral ceremonies had 
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pbéen performed, according to the- custom *of the 


House upon the decease of any member, a propo- || 


sition was broyght in for-taking up- the subject, on 
the ground of a breach of privilege. It was refer- 
red to a committee of the House; which commit- 
tee, after a reasonable time, presented three distinct 
reports. A report of a majority of the committee— 
atdeast-such it purported to be—who were all good 
sound Loco Focos—of that very denomination of 
persons, including. a number of individuals now 
present, on whom the gentleman from Accomac 
[Mr. Wise] made such a magnificent panegyric a 
day or twoago. ‘The majority concluded their re- 
port with three resolutions, (which Mr. A. here sent 
to the Clerk, by whom they were read) Then 
there was a minority report of two members of the 
committee, who were against reporting these reso- 
lutions, and who assigned their reasons for it. And, 
finally, there was a third report, by a very distin- 
guisted and most honorable gentleman from South 
Carolina, then a member of this House; now no 
longer so. When the House came to make up 
their minds as to their right and duty to pass a cen- 
sure upon him, he hoped the members would take 
care to read each of these reports, and mark parti- 
cularly and attentively the repertof the single mem- 
ber from South Carolina. He begged leave to ask 
that a small extract from the report of the majo- 
rity be read, [which was accordingly read by the 
Clerk.] 

This first paragraph (continued Mr. A.) esta- 
blirhed, in the name of the majority of the commit- 
tee who reported these resolutions, that the House 
had no right to try their members for crimes over 
which the courts had jurisdiction; for it appealed 
to the very amendment of the Constitution of which 
he had claimed the benefit in his own case, as a 
motive and reason for them to confine their inqui- 
ries exclusively to the question of a breach of pri- 
vilege of the House. So far, then, as that would 
go asa precedent, it established at once the very 
question, and he presumed the House would consi- 
der it as a precedent, binding on them in this 
case. 

[The Crerr then further read from the report, 
atthe request of Mr. A] 

Mr. WISE addressed the Speaker. 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman frora Vir- 
ginia was not in order, unless the gentleman from 
Massachusetts yielded the floor. Did the gentle- 
man yield the floor? 


Mr. ADAMS replied in the afirmative. 


Mr. WISE said: Now he had an opportunity of 
saying what he had long wished to say. He thank- 
ed God that there was a large assembly here to 
hear it, An opportunity had at length arrived for 
him to vindicate himself, now and forever, from 

‘the charge of instigating and advising the duel of 
Groves and Cilley. The gentleman from Massa- 
ehusetts had charged him with being an insti- 
gaior and adviser of that duel, and of being 
more guilty than “the man who pulled the 
trigger.” He was now calling for the reading 
of the Journal in the case, with the view in- 
cidentally of convicting him of that charge. 
He said that he was glad to see that the two Sena- 
tors from Kentucky who then (at the time of the 
duel) represented that State, were here now present, 
One of them [Mr, Cray] was just sitting immedi- 
ately behind the gentleman from Massachusetts. 
And he could appeal to them as his witnesses, that 
his advice was not the advice relied upon or fol- 
lowed in the preliminaries of that duel—it was the 
advice of another, higher, better, and more distin- 
guished man which wasrelied:on. And as to what 
occurred upon the ground, he was there an armed 
second, to guard the life of his friend, with written 
instructions in his peeket. And the only regret he 
had was, that he was induced to go there, not ap- 
proving the preliminary steps which had been taken 
in that fight. 

Here Mr. ADAMS interrupted Mr. Wise, and 
asked him to do him the favor of giving him the 
name of his colleague, who bad told him (Mr. W.] 
ihat he had heard him (Mr. A.) justify his conduct 
on the merits of the case. 


Me WISE. It was not one only, but two eol- 
lez gues. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
Mr. ADAMS. I 
the names of both. i ; ; 

Mr. WISE. Both were present in this-hall, he 
believed. One he knew to be present; who told 
him that, at a public meeting at some place, the 
name of which he did not remember, when there 
was a large assemblage of people in Massachusetts, 
where he had been arraigned before the moral-peo- 
ple of New England on this charge, that had rested 
on him now long enough, the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. A.] vindicated ‘him on the oc- 
casion, and pledged himself that he (Mr. W.) was 
innocent of the charge as made. Whether this 
was true or not, he did not know. i 

Mr. ADAMS asked for the names. oa 

Mr. WISE. As to the names, I leave that to 
the gentiemen who gave me the information to rise 
in their places and declare them; as they are pre- 
sent, I shall give them the opportunity to disclose 
the names. 
man did defend me on the floor at the time, and to 
what extent, he (Mr. W.) referred to Gales and 
Seaton’s report of the gentleman at the time. I 
referalso to the chairman, [Mr. Toucry,] who 
made the majority report, and who is not now a 
member, who, when called on to say whether there 
was a scintilla of proof of any thing dishonorable 
on my part on the ground, promptly and fully de- 
clared that there was no such proof of such con- 
duet. He referred to that man’s feelings, [Mr. 
Toucry’s,] who was personally assailed—a man 
whom he thought a victim of consumption, and 
whose personal appearance should have excited 
sympathy in any bosom for his malady—most bru- 
tally assailed for the “sepulchral tone of his voice” 
by the gentleman from Massachusetts. Such was 
the ardor, zeal, and impetuosity with which he 
[Mr. Apams] defended him (Mr. W.) on that ocea- 
sion. He declared again that not one only, but 
two, and he believed three of the gentleman’s col- 
leagues, had informed him that he did defend him 
on the occasion of the public meeting referred to. 
And he again declared that he was not responsible 
for the advice on a solitary preliminary of the 
duel, and that he was responsible merely for being 
concerned in the duel at afl, contrary to his own 
judgment, and for acting on the advice and judg- 
ment of others given to Mr. Graves. : 

He said Mr. John J. Crittenden and Mr. Mene- 
fee, the colleagues of Mr. Graves, were both pre- 
sent on the ground as his sub-seconds, with whom 
he was bound and obliged to advise on every ques- 
tion whica occurred there, and with whom he did 
advise and counsel on ever- point, and that there 
was not a single point on wbich Mr. Crittenden 
and Mr. Menefee differed withhim, Mr. W. If 
he was responsible, they were responsible. Mr. 
Jones had to goto his two sub-seconds, as 1 had to 
go to Mr. Crittenden and Mr. Menefee. 

He was ready to meet his God in that case, so 
far as being responsible for murder, or for insti- 
gating the duel; though, as far astho sin of duel- 
ling was concerned, he confessed he was not ready 
to meet Him. 

He would add one word. He believed that the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Apams,] at 
the time he defended him, Mr. W. so strongly, was 
convinced and believed, and is now convinced and 
believes, that he, Mr. W. was not responsible for 
that duel. He then knew the facis, and he knows 
them now; but, from subsequent causes of hostility, 
with malice prepense, and without the fear of God 
before bis eyes—[The Sreaxer here called Mr. W. 
to order, but he concluded the sentence]—or any 
regard to truth in his heart, he secks every occasion 
to reiterate the charge. 

Mr. ADAMS. Amiable discourse towards a 
eriminal on trial! He ealled on his colleagues to 
say if they had ever said to the gentleman from 
Virginia that they had heard him, Mr. A. defend 
Mr. W. on the merits of that dael before any as- 
sembly of thatkind. He called on them to appear, 
since the gentleman from Virginia did not choose 
to name thera. 

He had referred to this matter of the duel solely 
in order to show precedents for the conduct of this 
House, that. this House might have some ground 
for recurring to what had been done before, when 
they came to the decision of the present case. In 


would thank the gentleman for 


And for further proof that the gentle- 


one respect, the charge at that time was identical 

with the charge made on him. It was for a breach 
of privilege of this House. Without making fur- 

ther reference to it, he would call for the reading 

of an-extract of the report of the gentleman from 

Scuth Carolina. It relatedsto the power of this 

House toadd to the capacities under which mem- 

bers of this House acted in cases of ‘eriminal 

charges: ` . 

Mr, BOTTS here appealed to the gentleman from 
Massachusetts to yield the floor to-a motion to ad- 
ourn. 7 . E 
[Before this was complied with, Mr. Apams sent 
to the Clerk the extract above referred to, by whom 
it was read ] 

Mr, A. said he was urged to yield to a motion to 
adjourn. He would consent, from the moment a 
majority of this House thought this matter ought to 
be no further pursued, as relates to this House, 
that this course should be taken; and would put 
his justification and defence before his own consti+ 
iuents, and refer it to them. He said this solely - 
for the purpose of saving the time of the House. 
He could not, in conscience, even for the defence 
of himself before the House, consent to consume 
their time to the extent which he knew would. be 
necessary for him to do, if it was possible for any 
action of his to avoid it. He then yielded the floor; 
and ` 
‘On motion of Mr. BOTTS, 

The House adjourned. 
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; SATURDAY, January 29, 1842. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and ap- 
proved. 
On motion of Mr. LAWRENCE, of Pennsylva-. 
nia, it was ordered that the papers in the case of 
Alexander McClung, of Washington, Pennsylva- 
nia, be withdrawn from the files. 

QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE, 

Mr. FILLMORE rose and said that, with the 
permission of the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
[Mr. Apams,] if the gentleman would grant it, he 
(Mr. F.) would propose that the House, by unani- 
mous consent, should take up and dispose of the 
bill providing for an issue of Treasury notes. The 
_ situation of the Treasury and of the country was 
snch as imperiously to require action upon it. : 

Mr. ADAMS said he had already more than 
once declared that he would not be responsible for 
the consumption of one hour or one moment of the 
time of this Hlouse in relation to the question which 
had been engaging iis attention for several days 
past. So far, therefore, as he was concerned, and 
however imporiant to him was his defence against 
the charges which had been made against him, he 
was willing to yield to any motion by which the 
business of the nation should be taken up and acted 


upon. 
Mr. FILLMORE said he hoped, then, that the 
House, by unanimous consent, would take up the 


bill. 

Mr. HOPKINS inquired of the Speaxer if the 
question of privilege would again come up after 
the Treasury note bill had been disposed of, should 
the House consent to take it up. i 
The SPEAKER repliedin the afirmative. 


Mr. BABCOCK thereupon moved that the whole 
question of privilege be laid on the table, 

But, at the request of several members, Mr. B. 
withdrew that motion. 


Mr. JOSEPH R. INGERSOLL asked leave to 
offer the following resolution; which was read for 
information: 


Resolved, That the proceedings of this House in a relation to 
an honorable memberfrom Massachusetts be secspended,{for the 
purpose, 
ist. Of affording to the member who is the subject of them an 
opportunity to obtain information which he may deem essential 
to his defence. 
Qdly. Of enabling the Committee on the Judiciary to search 
- for precedents, and to inguire inte the practice and course of 
proceeding (if there be any established by parliamentary law or 
usage) which may be adapted to the occasion. 
And the Committee on the Judicary is instructed to reportac: 
cordingly. 
Mr. MALLORY and other members objected. 
So the resolution was not received. 
By general consent, the SPEAKER laid before 
the House certain papers in the case of the contest, 


ed election from Florida; which were referred. to 
the Committee of Electicns, à 
Mr. SPRIGG rose and objected to taking up the 
‘Treasury note bill. ; 
. Mr. FILLMORE said he would then be com- 
pelled: to move to postpone the regular order of 
business for the purpose of taking up and disposing 
_Of the Treasury note bill. - 
’Beveral members requested Mr. 8. to withdraw 
_ his-objection. 
Mr. SPRIGG declined to do so. He desired that 
the question on this bill should be taken when 
there was a full House, which was not now the 
case. 
{Cries of “Well, have a call of the House.”] 
_. Mr. SPRIGG said: We might call in vain; they 
would not come. He persisted in his objection. 
The House had been delighted with the eloquence 
` of discord for several days past in matters of far 
Jess importance than this bill, proposing, as it did, to 
take away from the hard earnings of the people he 
represented, ‘ ` 
Some conversation tollowed, (in the course of 
which Mr. Fintmore submitted to the Chair that 


Mr. Sprice’s objection had been made toa late;) | 


after which, s 


‘Mr. GILMER submitted to the Speaker that, un-’ 


der the 125th rule of the House, it was necessary 
that the bill should go to the Committee of the 
“ Whole on the state of ihe Union. 
The Sprarer had not given his decision, when 
Mr. FILLMORE insisted on his motion to post- 
; pone the regular order of business for the purpose 
- of, taking up and disposing cf the Treasury note 


bill 
< “Mr. SPRIGG asked the yeas and nays; which 
were refused. 

And the question on the motion of Mr. Fikr» 
morn was taken, and agreed to without a division. 

So the regular order of business was postponed, 
and the House took up 
‘THE TREASURY NOTE BILL} 

. When the bill was la-t before the Housk, Mr. 

FiuLmorg had moved that the House concuriin the 
amendments made thereto by the Senate. 
. And Mr. Spaice had moved that the bilg and 
amendments be committed to the Committee of the 
‘Whole on the state of the Union. $ 

‘And on that motion Mer., S. was entitled tothe 

. floor. ` 
“Mr. sprice Mu long observed the tyrannie 
and despotic course of the majority in that House 
whenever a money bill was before them, whether 
to-raise a tax or loan—and whether it was a tax or 
loan, it was all advantageous to New York. He 
called upon the Democrats of the House to stand 
by him in resisting this measure if the Whigs de- 
_ Berted. him.. At the extra session he was asto- 
nished at the introduction of the bil ereating anra- 
tional debt of twelve millions of dollars. This was 
not a Whig measure before the election, and they 
could never have got inc power if they had ace 
knowledged it to be one of their principles, He con- 
sidered that he was now ecting in strict accordance 
. with the pledges made by the Wiig party previous 
to. the election, in opposing this bill. He referred 
to the course of dictation pursued by the Senate. 
The House was the constitutional body to origi- 
nate money bills, and yet, when it had sent a bill 
authorizing a debt of twelve millions, the Senate 
had returned it in a shape authorizing a debt of se- 
venteen millions, The Elouse by a strong ma- 
jority had passed a bili to repcal the Bankrop! law, 
and yet that body had returned it to them rejected. 
It was time to pat asiop to this course of usurpa- 
tion, and for the repre of the people to 
tale a siand asainst it. He insiste 
no occasion for the increase cf the debt propozed 
by the amendment of the Senate; for by a reference 
to a report of the Secretary of the Treasury, under 
date of June last, he found that ibere were up- 
wards of seven miljons of dullars outstanding 
in the hands of disbersing ofteers unaccounted 
for. This was wnexampled ia the course of a 
great number of years, Tse last Administration 
had been held responsible for the extravagant ex- 
penditure during ils existence; but he held that 
Congress was the responsible body, and that they 
had always gone far beyond the estimates of the 


` 


that ihere was | 


Departments. The expenditures were forced upon 
the Exeeutive, and yet he was held responsible for 
them. In 1837 the estimates of the Secretary of 
the Treasury were between twenty and twenty- 
hree millions of dollarz, and they hed been in- 
creased by the amendments in the two Houses to 
upwards of thirty hine, néarly -forty millions of 
dollars.. In 1838 the estimates were twenty-:wo 
millions, and the appropriations made by Congress 
amounted to thirty-six millions of dollars. Thus 
in 1837 there were appropriated nineteen millions, 
and in 1838 fifteen millions more than were asked 
for by the Executive. He was determined to hold 
up the Whig party before the country, and Jash 
them for their departure from, and violation of the 
principles professed by them before they got inio 
power. Their present course more than justified 
the Democratic party for tse course pursued by 
them, and for which the Whigs held them up to the 
public reprobation. He had examined, as closely 
as he was capable of, the reports of Mr, Secretary 
Ewing, and he had found it full of blunders— 
whether clerical, or blunders of the Secretary him- 
self, or errors: of the printer, he knew not, but it 
was full of gross blanders,.and conflicting state- 
ments, which rendered it impossible to ascertain 
the condition of the Treasury; nor had any light 
been thrown upon it since by the Committee of 
Ways and Means. They were called to vote in 
the dark—they wanted him to vote blindfolded. 
There was more talk of the insulting proposition 
that had been made to dissolve the Union, but he 
considered that there were more insulting proposi- 
tions than that made to the House; and among 
them was that of taxing the people of this country 
on every blade of wheat, on every head of cabbage, 
on every potato that was produced by them, with- 
out showing them the necessity for doing so. Dar- 
ing the last campaign, the Whigs in their search 
for ixéms of extravagance had descended even into 
the’culinary department of the White House, and 
hed raked up charges on towels and spoons and 
her things which he would not mention; yet they 
fad not gone so far as to be willing to give 12 per 
Jent. interest'for money. Some gentlemen had ex- 
pressed the strongest opposition to Treasury notes, 
and his colleague had gone so far as to say Ihat 
he would prefer a loan at twelve per cent. if the 
money could not be had for six, to issuing Tres- 
sury notes. Yes, his colleague [Mr. Unperwo%D] 
who was crying the cther day in company with his 
Abolition friend, [Mr. Gippines,] was willing to 
borrow money. at twelve per cent, Great God! 
(said M. S.) to see a Keatuck'an crying in this 
hall, weeping over what vas considered perfect 
flummery by the whole nation, Yet, when a bill 
to borrow money was under consideration, he bad 
no tears to shed. He knew that the geniieman’s 
voice was so srnocth, and his tongue so oily, that 
he could make a man believe he was in debt, whea 
he was not in debt; butit would not give him much 
trouble to show that the gentleman’s esiimates were 
wrong. If he did not do so, be wouid acknowledge 
that ho knew notbing of arithmetic. Rir. S, then 
went into an examination aud refaiation of Mir. EPs 
argument, in the course of which he adverted to the 


in the last Administration. The gentleman [Mr 
Mason] from Ohio, with bis spiendid voice, maaaner, 
and person, used these charges with a tremendous 
effect: and though every Administration from that 
of Monroe down, had used the much talked of gold 


eharges aga 
| we, Dhe Whigs] said 
every thing against the la 
never charged them with bo 
per cent, and he wa3 astonished 
| colleague make suca a cbg 
| ball, In referring te the ext 
projected by the Administ 
the fors, , though 
build them, « i 
and the number propose 
that it weuld require an inere 
army of at least forty addiicn 
intended to garrison theis. / 

In the conclusion of his remats, Mr. S. warned 
i the members of the House that if they voted for 
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charges in Mr. Ogie’s speech, to show extravagance ; 


this bilit would be made a funde 
end of the next yea¥. o o n or E EEE 
Mr. FILLMORE inquired of the Speaker whi 
was the pending question? © 3% 200 SS 
The SPEAKER said it would be on. 
of the gentleman from ‘Kentucky ito 
bill, with the amendments of ihe Senate, ‘to’ 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, | 
Mr. FILLMORE inquired if any question had. 
been taken on either of. the amendments from the 
Senate. ae oe TS. 
The SPEAKER said no question had been taken ~- 
on either of the amendments.” 2 008 U H ee 
Mr. FILLMORE desired to“ make a brief ex- 
planation in relation to the Jast amendment. It was 
now apparent that the House would not do any 
busfness on Monday. Almost a month had elapsed - 
since the bill bad been brought into this House un- 
der the extreme pressure of the immediate wants 
of the Treasury; and he should conceive himself 
culpable if he were to delay the action of the House: 
for a moment. The first amendments: pending. 
were merely verbal, as he had said on a former.” 
day, and he hoped the vote would be taken. ` ‘ 
Mr. STANLY rose. and said, he , thought thé- 
House and the country must be satisfied that too. 
much valuable-time had already ‘been consumed ip, 
this debate. And now, without further preliminary: 
remarks, in which he could indulge if he chose, he: 
would move the previous question. i 
In answer to inquiries, the SPEAKER said that — 
the effect of the previous question (if sustained) 
would be to cut off the motion to commit, and: 
bring. the House to a direct vote on the amend-' 
ments of the Senate. pas 
Mr. ROOSEVELT then submitted the following 
point as a question of privilege: S : 
Whereas the amendment of the Senate to the bill for the is» 
sue of Treasury notes, rendering the same an addition to; in- 
stead of a partial substitution for, the twelve million loan here. .. 
tofore authorized by law, converts the said bill intoa, bill for. 
raising revenue, which, by the Constitution, can only originate 
in the House of Representatives, and is a breach of the:privi+ . 
leges of the House. Therefore, 


Resolved, That the said amendment cannot be entertains 
ed by. this House, and thatthe bill and amendments, be re» 
turned the Senate “with a respectful communication to that 


effect. ` ae 

The SPEAKER overruled the point, deciding © 
that it was nothing more than raising a constitu+ 
tional point, and not one of those questions of pri- 
vilege which he ought to submit to the House; * 
Mr. ROOSEVELT appealed, from the dec: 
sion, ed 

Mr. SPRIGG asked the yeas and ‘nays; whieh” 
were ordered. É EEN 

Some conversation followed, in which Messrs.’ 
ROOSEVELT, FILLMORE, LEWIS “WIL: 
LIAMS, andthe SPEAKER participated. 9.) i 

When the question was taken, “Shall . the deci- 
sion of the Chair stand as the judgment of the 
House?” and decided in the affirmative—yeas 112, ~ 
nays 73. 

So the decision of the Chair was affirmed. 

The question then recurring and being taken on 
the demand for the previous question, there was a 
second. 

And the main question (being ca concurring in 
the amendments of the Senate) was ordered to be - 
now pul : . 
l he two first amendments of the Senate. 
(which ave merely verbal) were concurred in, <>; 

And the question recurring on the third and last: , 
amendment of the Senate—which amendment: 
strikes out the proviso of the House, (insertedou' 
motion of Mr. GILMER) that the amount of reas.: 
wiry noies which might be issued under the’autho- 
ity of ihis act should be deemed and taken to be” 
ia leg of so much of the twelve. million Joan au: 
thorized by the act of July last— 2 PE 

Mr. SPRIGG asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. ; : 


te, ATHERTON submitted the following point ` 


is 
iS 


of order: i Ne GES A 

Gln the 7th section, article 1 of the Constitation, Itis provided: 
‘AL s for raising revenue. shall originate in the House of 
Representatives, but the Sena‘e may. propose or concur with 


amendments, as on other bills.””? oF cag a 
“Phe bill as it went from the House was not a dill for raising 
revenue, but to. substitute one made of raising revenue for ana- 
ther in rogard to an amount of revenue already authorized by 
law tohe raised, ‘The amendment of the Senate does notin- 
crease or diminish an amount already authorized: to be Taised 
in. the billas passed by the House, but it éenticely changes the 
nature of the House bill, and makes it a bill fag raising an ori- 


me 


a 6 bs 
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ginal and independent amount in addition to. the sum. autho- 
ized to be raised by former laws, and its adoption. by the Se- 
nate 1s, in effect, originating a “pill for raising revenus. ”? 


The SPEAKER overruled the point of order, 
which he said was substantially the point which the 
House had just decided. : f 

Mr. ATHERTON appealed from the decision 
of the Chair, and asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. ; 

‘After a brief conversation, in which Messrs. W. 
W. IRWIN, LEWIS WILLIAMS, FILLMORE, 
and the SPEAKER participated— 

. ‘Phe question “Shall the decision of the Chair 
stand. as the judgmentof the House}? was taken 
and decided in the. affirmative—yeas 117, nays 76 

So the decision of the Chair was affirmed, è 

The question recurring on the third amendment 
of the Senate— 

Mi. HOPKINS moved to lay the billand amend- 
ments on the table. 

Mc. FILLMORE acked the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and’ being taken, were as fol- 
lows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Landaf W. Andrews, Arrington, Atherton, 
Beeson, Botts, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Milton Brown, Burke, 
William Butler, Green W., Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, 
William B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Cary, 
Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Cooper, Cross, Daniel, 
Richard D. Davis, Dean, Doan,- Doig, Eastman, John ©. rà 
wards, Egbert, Ferris, John G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, For- 
nance, Gerry, Gilmer, Goggin, Gordon, Green, Gustine, 
Gwin, Harris, Joha Hastings, Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, 
Houston, Hubard, Hunter, Jack, ‘Keim, Andrew Kennedy, 
Lane, Lewis, Linn, Liutlefield, Lowell, Robert McClellan, Mc» 


Kay, Mallory, Marchand, Alfred Marshall, John ‘x. Mason, 
Mathiot, Mathews, Medill, Mitler, Owsley, Partridge, Payne, 


Pickens, Profit, Rayner, Reding, Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, 
Rogers, Roosevelt, Sanford, Saunders, Shaw, Shields, Wu- 
liam Smith, Snyder, Sprigg, Steenrod, John T. Stuart, 
Sumter, Richard W. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Turney, 
Van Buren, Warren, Watterson, James W, Williams, and 
Christopher H, Williams--98, 

NaYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Sherlock J. Andrews, Ar- 
nold, Ayerigg, Baker, Barnard, Bidlack, Birdseye, Blair, Board- 
man, Higgs, Brockway, Aaron V. Brawn, J. Bown, Burnell, 
Samson I. Butler, Calhoun, John Campbell, Casey, Childs, 
Chittenden, John C. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, Cowen, Cranston, 
Cravens, Cushing, Garrett Davie, Deberry, John Edwards, 
Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, ‘Thomas P. Foster, Gamble, 

- Gates, Gentry, Patrick G. Goode, Granger, Wall, Halsted, Hays, 
Henry, Hudson, Joseph R. Ingersoll, William W. Lewin, James, 
William Cost Johnson, Isaac D., Jones, J. P. Kennedy, Law- 
vence, Abraham McClellan, Thomas P, Marshall, Samson 
Mason, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Meriwether, Moore, 
Morgan, Morrow, Newhard, Osborne, Pendleton, Pope, Powell, 
Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, Randolph, Ridgway, Rodney, 
Witain Russell, J. M. Russell, Saltonstall, Shepperd, Truman 
Smith, Stanly, Stokely, Alexander I. K. Stuart, Summers, 
Taliaferro, John B. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, 
Trumbull, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, W ashington, 
Westbrook, Edward D. White, Thomas W, Wiliams, Lewis 
Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Winthrop, Wise, Yorke, Au- 
gustus Young, and John Young—101. 


So the bill and amendments were not laid on the 
table. 

And the question again recurring on concurring 
inthe amendment of the Senate striking out Ihe 
proviso of the House that the amount of Treasury 
notes which might be issued under the authority of 
this act should be deemed and taken ia lieu of so 
muck of the loan bill, &e. 

The yeas and nays were taken, and resulted as 


, Mathiot, Mattocks, 
Morrow, 


w0. 
WAVS—Messrs. Arrington, 


Atherton, Beeson, Bidiack, Botts, 
Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. Beown, Charles Brown, 
Burke, 8. W. Butler, William Bader, Green W., Caldwell, Pa- 
wick ©. Caldwell, Jobn Campbell, Cary, Casey, Chapman, 
Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Cross, Daniel, R. Ð. Davis, Dean, 
Doan, Doig, Eastman, John O. Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, Jobn 
@. Vloyd, Charles A. Fioyd, Fornance, T. F. Foster, Gerry, 
Gilmer, Goggin, Gordon, Gustine, Gwin, Wfarris, John 
Hastings. Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, Honck, Houston, Hubard, 
Hunter, Jack, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Lane, Lewis, Littlefield, 
Lowell, Abraham McClellan, Robert McClean, McKay, 
Mallory, Marchand, Alfred Marshall, John Thompson 
Mason, Mathews, Medill, Miller, Wewhard, Owsley, Par- 
tridge, Payne, Pickens, Profit, Reding, Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, 
Roosevelt, Sanford, Saunders, Shaw, Shields, William Smith, 


an 


John T, Stuart, Sumter, 
Turney, Under- 
Westbrook, 


Steenrod, Stratton, 
Rihard W. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, 
wood, Van Baren, Van Rensselaer} Watterson, 
James W. Williams, and Wood—100. ` 


[4 tie vote.] 


Snyder, Sprigg, 


The SPEAKER (with great promptness) voted ` 


in the afirmative, causing the vote to stand, yeas 
101, nays 100. ` os 

So the amendment was concurred in, [and the 
bill only needs the signature of the President to be- 
come a law.] 5 

It stands now in the following form: 

Bett enacted, ce. That the President of the United States 
ishereby authorized to cause Treasury notes to be issued for 
such sum or sume as the exigencies ofthe Government may re- 


quire; and in place of such ofthe same as may be redeemed 
to cause others to beissued; bur not exceeding the sum of five 


millions of dollars of this emission outstanding at any one time, 
and to be issued under the linsitations and other provisions con. 
tained in the act entitled “An act to authorize the issuing of 
Treasury notes,” approved the twelfth of October, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and thirty-seven, except that the authority 
hereby given to issue Treasury notes shall expire at the end of 
one year from the passage of this act. 


Mr. FILLMORE moved that the House ad- 
journ. 

But Mr. PENDLETON was desirous, he said, to 
offer an amendment to the amendment of the gen- 
Jeman from Kentucky (Mr. Marsnauy) on the 
question of privilege pending before the’ House, 
and which he desired to read for information. 

Objection was made by Messrs. PROFFIT and 
MALLORY. 

The amendment which Mr. PENDLETON de- 
sired, but was not permitted to read, is in the fol- 
lowing words: 

Resolved, That the Constitution was “ordained and estas 
plished” to forma “perfect union” of these States; and that 
Congress has not only no authority totake any measures for the 
dissolution of that Union which it was thus created to defend 
and protect, but that it is the paramount duty of every de- 
partment of this Government, and of all the people of these 
+ tates “indignantly to frown upon the first dawning of every 
attempt to alienate any portion of our country from the rest, 
or to enfeeble the sacred ties which now link together the vari- 
ous parts.” f 

Resolved, That this House views with the utmost abhor- 
rence the proposition to dissolve the Union of tbese States, con- 
tained in apetition of certain citizens of the town of Haverhill, 
in the State of Massachusetts, and presented by Jonn QUINCY 
ADAMS, a member from said Btate. 

Resolved, That said petition be not received, 

Mr. BRIGGS renewed the motion to adjourn. 

Some confusion and much conversation fol- 
lowed. 

Mr. ADAMS resumed the floor, but yielded it to 

Mr. BARNARD, who moved that the Honse 
adjourn; but yielded to * 

The SPEAKER, who, on leave, presented 
(amongst many other communications on his ta- 
ble) the following: 

A communication from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, in obedience to the directions contained 
in the 31 section of the act of the 20th April, 1836, 
containing statements, showing the sales of Chicka- 
saw lands, during the fourth quarter of 1840, and 
the first, second, third, and fourth quarters of 1841; 
and the amount and description of stocks held by 
the United States for the use of the Chickasaw In- 
dians, the rate of interest payable on the same, and 
when redeemable: referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com. 
munication from the President of the United States, 
transmitting a report from the Secretary of War, 
jn obedience to a resolution of the House of the 
Oth Avgust, 1841, of all the evidence in his posses- 
sion, not heretofore communieated, respecting the 
origin, &c. of the Seminole war: laid on the table. 

Phe SPEAKER had proceeded thus far, 

When Mr. PENDLETON made a renewed ef- 
fort to read his amendment, . 

The motion to zdjourn was renewed by Mr, 
FILLMORE, and insisted on. 

And the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Mownpay, January 31, 1842, 

Immediately after the reading of the journal to- 
day, and the annunciation, by message from the 
House of Representatives, that that body had con- 
curred in the amendment of the Senate to the 
Treasury note billy 

Mr. Stumens of Rhode Island rose, and address. 
ed the Senate as follows: 


a 


Mr. Paxstpent: My position imposes on më the 
painful duty to announce to the Senate the. death 
of my colleague, the Hon, Narman F. Dixon of 
Rhode Island, It took place on Saturday last, at 


noon. . : : un 
I witnessed the event. It- was accompanied ‘by 


every.consoling circumstance which can be min. | 
gled with such an affliction, It was attended’ by 


‘moderate, not excruciating pain; by the presence, 


to the last, of a clear and unclouded mind; and by. 
a composure which enabled my deceased friend to 

breathe out his life as upon a pillow ofrest.. Hav- 

ing said this, my feelings would direct me to sil, 
down and silently commune with the emotions 

which this allusion to the event revives. Those 

who have recently witnessed such a scene can feel 
how impotent is lenguage to describe it, or. the 
emotions whieh it produces, 

‘When we witness such a separation as death ` 
produces, the mind earnestly seeks to catch a 
gleam of that hope which the spirit has fled to; and 
the eye turns again to gaze on’ the desolate body 
which it has left behind. We silently say, what 
a wonderfal transition! The intellect cannot com- 
prehend its mysteries. And we come out among 
ourselves to speak of our loss, and to feel the dis- 
tinet and individual admonition, that we also must 
follow. E 

The loss sustained by us in the event Í have now 
brought to the notice of the Senate, is that of a 
benevolent, an honest man, i 

Col. Dixow was born at Plainfield, Connecticut, 
in December, 1774. He graduated at Rhode Island 
College in 1798-9. Fie studied Jaw in his native 
State, and came to Rhode Island in 1802, to prac- 
tice in the courts of that State, while he continued 
to pursue his professional labors in his own. He 
was married soon after, and settled permanently in 
Rhode Island. He was a graduate of the college 
of that State, near which he had @ways lived, and 
where he had many acquaintances. He was at- 
tached to our people and our institutions. Ours, 
therefore, became his adopted State, Subsequent 
events show that his attachment was reciprocated, 
and that he not only adopted Rhode Island, but- 
was also adopted by her people as a son of that 
State, In 1813 he waselected a member of the 
General Assembly of the State, and was. elected 
by the same constituency at thirty-four successive 
elections. In October, 1838, he was elected by 
Rhode Island a member of the Senate of the 
United States for a term of six years, to commence 
the following March. 

_ In the councils of the State he occupied a com- 
manding position, won for himgelf by the amenity 
of his deportment, his great intelligence, and his 
sterling integrity. Of his career in this body, other 
Senators know more than I do, having but recently 
become his colleague. I had known him iati- 
mately forsixteen years, and have been highly gra- 
tifed to perceive, by the positions assigned to him 
in the Senate, that his character was thus appre- 
ciated here, and especially to find, in the more inti- 
mate relation of confidential consultation, that he 
was eminently honored by his friends, Others 
may have occupied more elevated positions, but 
none more endearing ones. It was, however, in 
another sphere, and upon another theatre of use- 
fulness, that my colleague was most prominent. Tt 
wasin his own neighborhood, among his nume- 
rous kindred, and in his own family, that the dis- 


tinctive characteristics of his generous mind and 
his peculiar social qualities, have made their deep- 
est impression; and it is in the large space he filled 
among them, that his departure will produce the 
: most painful void. It is in the circles where the 
deepest impressions have been made by the life and 
influence of the deceased, that. every consolation 
will be needed. To them his long life of useful- 
f ness, the position he had attained, his tranquil 
death, and the kind attention of the individual 
members of the Senate and its officers, attentions 
which leave no doubt of the general sympathy and 
respect of this body, will be presented and com- 
mended to their relief. ; 
` There will remain another daty for me to per- 
form when I shail visit the bercaved family. This 
will be fo detail to them that which has transpired 
in the confidential intercourse of private friendship, 
and ia the sick room of the deceased; and it is of a 
character which I trust will prove a solace to them. 
It isin such a place that the virtues are tested. 
There, where a man sees in a shortened perspective 
the end of his journey, and discloses his reflections to 
his friends—where he finds the resources of intellect 
and philosophy give way, and his affections grasp 
the consolations and hones of our boly religion, 
which graciously invites us all to its beneficent pro- 
visions. 
: Mr. Wocperipar rose nezt and spoke as follows: 
<" Mr. Presipent: Itseems to have been thecustom, 
from the foundation of this Governmen:, when a 
member of this body has been suddenly wrested 
from it by the hand of death, that the Senate 
should render some appropriate tribute of respect 
tohis memory. This custom is a good one, for it 
js founded in the best feelings of cur nature. It is 
‘a good one, for it leads us to consider more seri- 
ously and more profoundly of the character and 


the object of the high duties we are cent here to . 


. perform. Tt gg a good one, for in its very obser- 

vance we are admonished ef the shortness and un- 
Hainty. of our own lives, and of the comparative 
“worthiessness of all selfish, all ephemeral considera- 
tions. It chastens our affections; it prepares us to 
look, alone, and with singleness of purpose, to the 
ulterior, future, and permanent good cf the whole 
country. 

Nor does the question fail of producing beneg- 
cial influences upon society beyond the limits of 
this Capitol; and especially in so far as such mark 
of respect to the memory of the deceased mani- 
festly tends to strengthen the moral ties which bind 
the people of the Siate, from which he may have 
come, to the Government itself. In accordance, 
then, wilh a custom so sanctioned, resclutions hare 
been prepared, in the usual form, in relation to the 
memory of our friend, whose decease has just been 


announced to us. 

I ccoll have wished, sir, that it had been de- 
volved upon some clier member, some member 
who had done more than I have done to build up 
the high character of this Senate, to have intro. 
‘duced them; for all wich whom the deceased bas 
been so long associated here would be slike ready, 
Lam sure, to bear testimoay to the soundaess of 
his judgment, the equanimity of mind, and the sin- 
gleness of heart with which he always applied him- 
self to his public duties here. 

But it was my happiness, sir, to be an inmate of 
the same dwelling with the deceased during the 
last session, and again during this, and to have 


1 information. 


a ae 


possessed, I hope, a good share of his friendly 
feeling. The Siate which gave him birth was my 
native State als?; many of his early friends were 
mine, and mine were his. © 

From such considerations, it has been thought 
by others than myself thatit might be. proper for 
me io present these resolutions; and this I do, sir, 
the more readily, because none can estimate more 
highly than I do that ingenuousness of nature, that 
honesty of purpose, and that elevated love of 
country, which I know so eminently distinguished | 
the deceased, and which an intimate and active 
connection with public affairs for thirty years 
seems in no wise to have polluted or impaired. 

I most respectfully, then, present to you these 
resolutions, and move that they be adopted by the 
Senate. 


Resolved, unanimously, That a committee be appointed to 
take order for superintending the funeral of the late Hon. Na- 
THAN F. Drxon, which will take place to-morrow, at 12 o’clock, 
and that notice thereof be given to the House of Representa- 
tives, 


The following Senators were appointed’ under 
the resoluiion, as the Committee of Arrrangements, 
viz: Messrs. Woopsnner, Hountineton, Wrist, 
Manaum, and BUCHANAN. 


Resolved, unanimously, That the members of the Senate, 
from a sincere desire of showing every mark of respect due to 
the memory of NATHAN F. Drxon, deceased, late a Senator 
thereof, will go into mourniag for one month, by the usual 
mode of wearing crape on the left arm. 

Resolved, unanimously, That as an additional mark of re- 
spect for the memory of the deceased, the Senate do now ad- 
journ. 


The resolutions having been unanimously adopt- 
ed, the Senate accordingly adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, January 31, 1842. 

Tha Journal of yesterday was read snd ap- 
proved. f 

Mr. GOODE of Ohio, from the Coramittee on 
Enrolled Bills, reported that that ccmmittee had 
examined the bill entitled “An act to authorize an 
issue of Treasury notes,” and had found the same 
to be correct. 

The bill then received the signature of the 
Speaker. 

Mr FILLMORE suggested that, by general con- 
sent, the Speaker should Jay before the House the 
Executive communications, (under the weight of 
which the Speaker’s table was groaning ) 

The House favored the suggestion. 

Mr. MERIWETHER presented the petition of 
many citizens of Oxford, Newton county, Georgia, 
for the establishmext of a post office at that place: 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Past Reads. 

Mr. CROSS of Arkansas asked leave to offer 
the following resolation, which was read for infor- 
mation: 

Resolved, Thar the President of tfe United States be re- 
quested to cause to be communicated to this House a copy of 
the report of the commissioner appointed on the part of the 
United States to superintend the survey and demarcation of the 
boundary line between this Government andthe Republic of 
Texas, together with a map of such survey, the field-notes 
thereof, and all papers connected with the same, embracing 
particularly such instructions as were from time to time fur- 
nished the said commissioner and others engaged in the work 
uuder him through the State Department. 


Mr. ADAMS said he would not object to the re- 
eeption of the resolution. But he would be glad if 
the House would do him the favor to take np the 


for information which was necessary 
0 efence against the charges made sgainst 
him. Ifthe Heuse would take vp those resolu- 
tions at the same time, he would have no objection 
tc the consideration of the resolution of the gentie- 
man from Arkansas, [Mr. Cross] 

Mr. CROSS was understood tovsay be had no 
cbjection to the adoption of resolu ions of the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Apams.] He 
(Mr. C.) was very desirous, however, to have tbis 
it was necessary and important. 

The SPEAKER asked Mr. C. to suspend his 
motion, thai the Executive communications on 


d 
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CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE: _ 


the Speakers- table’ might. þe laid 
House. ceo =o BP Soh eS 

Mr. C. consenting — oe 

The SPEAKER laid. ‘before the, House. 
lowing communications: o 00 Set ee 

I. A letter from the Secretary of the ‘Treasury, 
transmitting a report of the progress: made:ini< the: 
survey of ihe coast; the amount of money expend: 
ed upon the same since the commencement: there: 
of; and the probable length of time and amount cf; 
money which will be required to:complete: ite, 

If. A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting a statement-of the expenditures of the 
contingent fund of the Treasury Department dur- 
ing the year ending on the 30th September 

ast. i soe te 

HI. A letter from the Seeretary of War, trans- 
mitting a report showing the number of persons. 
employed in or connected with that Department, 
their duties, compensation, é&c. and the names of 
persons removed from office between ‘the'4th ‘of 
March, 1829, and 30:h of September, 1841, ‘and. 
the names of those persons appointed in’ their 
stead. : are tee Ps 

IV. A letter from the. Postmaster General, 
transmitting a statement of ‘thé nett revenue. of. 
each post office in the United States and the Terri- - 
tories thereof, for the year ending June 30; -F841 

[Mr. BRIGGS moved to print 5.000 extra copies: 
of this document, that being, be said, the number 
of extra copies usually printed. The motion lies 
over.] ` 

V. A letter from the Secretary of War, in rela- 
tion to the account ot Joseph Russ and Stephen J. 
Roach. : 

VI. Letter from the Secretary of War, trans- 
mitting a statement of the Second Comptroller, 
ehowing the amounts of the appropriations and 
expenditures for the year 1841, and- the: balances 
in the Treasury on the 31st of December of that 
year. : z is 
The following bills from the Senate, on, the 
Speaker’s table, were taken up ox their first and se- 
cond reading, and were referred to the appropriate 
committees: i . 

An act for the relief of the hzies of, Daniel Petti- 
bone, deceased. i 

An act for the relief of George W. Paschal. ; > 

Anactto authorize the psyment of equitable 
commissions to the agents or attorneys of persons 
in whose favor awards have been made under.. the 
several treaties between the United Sates and cer- 
tain foreign powers, which awards have been re- 
tained in the Treasury in payment of debts due to 
the United States. í . pE 

An act for the relief of Huldah Tucker. 

An act creating a new. land district inthe State 
of Missouri, and for changing the boundaries of 
the southwestern and western land distrie's in “said 
State. 

An act for the reliet of James F. Rele. 

Au act to provide for the payreent to the State of 
Louisiana of the b=lance dae said State for expen- 
diures incurred in raising, equipping and paying 
off a regiment cf veluntesr militia, musiered ` mio 
the service of the United States, and employed. in 
the Florida war in the year 1836. we 

An actfor ihe relief of the legal representa 
tives of Aaron Vail, deceased, late consul: at 
L'Orient., ; : 

An act for the relief of George de Passan, of 
Louisiana. feo 

An act for the relief of certain companies of 

fissouri volunteers, commanded by. Caplains 
Stevenson, Pollard, Sconce, Atchison and. Grawe. 
ford. E ps 
An act regulating commercial Intercourse with. 
the portef Cayenne, in the colony of French Gui 
ana, and to remit certain duties: ; 

‘An act to authorize the inhabilants.of, township 
8 north, range 32 west, in the State of Arkansas, 
to enter a section of land in lieu of the 16:h section, 
in said township, upon condition that the same 
is surrendered to the United States for military pure 
were for the relief ef Jacob Penne] and others, 
owners of the Eliza of Brunswick. : 

"An act for the relief of the Plum Island Brir'ge 


and ‘Turnpike Company. 


An act for the relief of Welham Dep 
Henry N. Cruger. `- 
An act.for the relief of Caleb Eddy. 
An act for the relief of Jobn S. Billings. 
i REPORTS OF COMMITTEES, 

On. leave given, Mr. FILLMORE, from the 
Committee of Ways and Mtans, reported a bill 
making an appropriation fot the relief and protection 
of American seamen in foreign countries; which 
was committed to a Committee ot the Whole on 
the state of the Union. ; 
Mr. FILLMORE offered the following resolu- 


eyster and 


__ tion, which was adopted: ; 


Resolved, That, in addition to the information required of 
the Secretary of State by the resolution of this House of Sep. 
tember 3, 1841, he be required to give a table exhibiting a com- 
parative statement between the tariffs of other nations and that 
of the United States. 


Mr.. CROSS then renewed his motion for leave 
to introduce the resolution aboye referred to. 

Mr. ADAMS insisted on his resolutions being 
considered pari passu. 

Mr. GILMER desired to be informed by the 
Speaker whether any delay would be produced by 
these resolutions in the action upon that which he 
had the honor to offer. 

The SPEAKER said he could not answer that 
inquiry. The information might come at once, or 
it might not. 

A brief conversation followed, very indietinstly 
heard by the Reporter, in which Messrs, GILMER 
and ADAMS participated. ; 

When Mr. ADAMS said he took it for granted 
the House would now proceed with his case. He 
claimed ive floor. 

Mr. CROSS made a remark not heard by the 
Reporter. 

[But Mr. C’s resolution was not received.) 

Mr. STANLY asked leave to offer a resolution 
authorizing the Committee on Public Expenditures 
to employ a clerk. 

Mr. VAN BUREN rose and objected. 

Mr. STANLY moved the previous question; 
which was decided by the SPEAKER not to be ia 
order, the resolution only having been read for in- 
formation, and the gentleman from New York 
[Mr. Van Buren] having immediately risen and 
objected. i 

So the resolution was not received. 

A-message was received from the Senate, by 
A. Dickins, Esq. Secretary, informing the House 
that the Hon. N. F. Drxon, Senator from the 
State of Rhode Island, had departed this life in this 
city on the 29th instant, and that his funeral would 
take place to-morrow, the Ist day of February, at 
12 o’clock. 


Mr. TILLINGEIAST thereupon rose and said: 

Mr. Speaxer: It is with no common emotion 
that I rise to notice the sad communication which 
has now been sent to us by the honorable Sena‘e. 
It telis us that a pure heart has ceased to throb— 
that a wise head has ceased to think—thet a life 
of virtuous action, which had held on in unbro- 
ken health and usefulness to ay green and 
hale old age, has now, in the midst of public 
toils, and in a station of well won and well 
worn honor, terminated—that the spirit which in- 
formed that life, and directed it to all that the cul- 
tivated instincts of a generous nature perceived to 
be good, has been freed from the inewmbrance of 
flesh, and enrered upon the high and congenial 


destinies which are unfolded in the world of im 


mortality. It tells us, too, that, while we occupy 
these halls, and tax our strongest faculties, and 
embark our loftiest virtues or our sternest passions 
in the agitating interests which seem to demand 
these efforts, there is an unseen Power amongst us, 
in whose presence ail the powers of man are but 
as stubble and ashes—who has but silently to touch 
either the silvéred crown of age or the firm and 
confident brow of earlier manhood, and, instantly 
and equally, they fall—the eloquent, tongue is mute 
and the heaving bosem is still, 
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CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
Mr. Speaker, were it not that the notices appro- 
priate to these melancholy occasions must of nes 
cessity be brief, I would gladly speak of the de- 
ceased Senator (Colonel Drxon) more largely than 
I shall now allow myself to.do.. I would speak of 
him with, the privilege of one who for nearly thirty 
years has enjoyed his friendship; who has been 
associated with him in professional and in legisla- 
tive labors; and who, in any effort for the improve- 
ment of the laws and institutions of his State, and 
for the advancement of whatever was thought con- 
ducive to the permanent prosperity of his fellow- 
citizens—always relying upon him as amongst the 
foremost—never relied upon him in vain. 

To most of the members of this House, he was, 
probably, known only in his public station. To 
thore distinguished S+nators whose nearer ac- 
quaintance he wes so happy as to enjoy, (and he 
could not enjoy that without enjoying also their 
affection,) it would be superfisous to enlarge upon 
the traits of that modest and blaad, but at the 
same time strong, energetic, influential character, 
which marked kim in his individual and so- 
cial as well as in his official relations to men and 
things. Though few opportunities may have oc- 
curred to him here for the development of all his 
qualities, yet I belive that his quick and accurate 
power of observation—the promptness of his pe- 
netration—the soundness of his deliberate judg- 
ment-—the constant sunshine of his cheerful bene- 
volence—his serene patience under trials and vex- 
ations—the simple-hearted truth, the transparent 
honesty, of his desires and purposes—the bold- 
ness of his assertion of the right—the endur- 
ing firmness of his resolution—tke clear integrity 
and the high toned honor of his daily thoughts— 
these, I believe, have not been without their wit- 
nesses here. But I will not attempt to group all 
all the strong and clear and beautiful qualities of 
mind and heart that constituted in him ability in 
action and in council, and invested him with a 
moral influence, (of greater value than all talent,) 
which added its just force to every effort of his in- 
tellectual strength. Sweetness of disposition and 
power of intellect were in him blended in that hap- 
py and harmonious union, without which neither 
can be of distinguished value to the possessor or to 
the world. 

His sterling character, unobtrosive and unambi- 
tious of daily distinction, was one of those reserved 
moral resources of which this nation has many—- 
though few, if any, more marked and sure than he 
—on which, ia the testing times of trial call for the 
better powers of man, she might draw, with a con- 
fidence that need not falter, for the conservation of 
all that may be in peril. 

Tam not aware that he ever made a profession 
of Christianity according to the forms of any 
church; but his life was a continual profession of 
the trathan divine excellence of its precepts. 
Elis respect for its solemnities and love of its wor- 
ship, his ready eid in the promotion ef its inte- 
resis, his humble and consgientious performance 
of the duties it enjoins, his uatiring exhibition 
of all the charities of life which it inculcates, are 
evidence that, if he postponed a more precise de- 
monstation, it was still the very spirit of Christia- 
nity which wrought in his bosom and regulated his 
actions, 

The history of our State will not be without its 
testimonies to his character and services; and it is 


there where he was best known that his loss ‘will be 
most truly . appreciated and deeply deplored. 
Though born in the adjoining State of Connecti- 
cut, he early selected Rhode Island for education 
and citizenship. He graduated with honor from 
the college which fs now Brown University, at 
Providence, and after completing his preparatory 
study of the law in the office of Judge Goddard, at 
Norwich, he commenced a. practice which soon 
became extensive in both States, and made his per 
manent residence in Rhode Island. He was first 
bronght into public life. by an election to the Le- 
gislature of that State; and such was the estimation 
in which he was held by the citizens of his imme- 
diate community, that at thirty-four successive 
elections they continued to return him as their re- 
presentative. During this period he was a promi- 
nent and active participator in all the important 
transaciiens of the bedy, and his last effort there 
wasin behalf of the then deubifal and cbstruct- 
ed, but now triamphant cause of the temperance 
reform. 

Passing thence again io private life, he oceupied 
himself ia the honorable pursuit of his profession, 
in the prosecution of important public works, in 
kind attention to the interests of others, and in the 
affectionate offices. that endeared him to a happy 
home, until, in 1839, without his own solicitation or 
effort, he was elected by the Legislature to a seat 
in the Senate of the United States, for the term 
commencing in March, 1839. It is gratifying to 
the citizens of bis State to perceive that, in that 
body of distinguished men with whom he became 
thus associated, a just appreciation of bis worth 
has been manifested, both by the assignment to him 
of important positicns in relation to the public busi- 
ness, and by the kindest personal demonstrations of 
respectful regard. i 

In the discharge of every Senatorial duty he was 
vigilant and constant, and unspatfng of himself, 
until his labors were interrupted at the present ses- 
sion by the first and only disease that ever in his 
life reduced him to his bed; and this has now 
proved fatal. On Saturday last, at noon, at the 
age of sixty-seven years, in the full possession of 
unclouded faculties, with patient and even cheerful 
resignation, and with humble hope, he died. 

The death of a Senator of so much intellectual 
superiority and moral worth is. an event for the 
wide and deep regret of the nation. The abrupt 
loss of their long loved and honored fellow-citizen 
will be felt and deplored by the citizens of his own 
State with a still keener and deeper grief, 

Bat, sir, there is a circle to which this all unan- 
ticipated blow bas carried bitterness and agony 
which it were as vain as it would be obtrusive to 
attempt to depict. @he sorrows in the hearts of 
that circle are tos rew and too sacred for any com- 
ment here, except to refer to the fact that there are 
such to suffer, To the widowed survivor, and to 
the bereaved sons and daughters, I can trust my 
self only to say, that, in all sincerity of true sym. 
pathy and respect, we commend them to that power 
which alone could deal the blow, and alone can 
impart the consolations which may convert it into 
mercy. 


Mr. T. then submilted the following resolutions, 
which were unanimously adopted: 

Resolved, That the House has received with deep sensibili- 

ty the communication from the Senate announcing the death of 


the Hon. NATHAN FELLOWS DIXON, a Senator from the State 
of Rhode Island. 


Resolved, That,in token of sincere and high respect for the 


fae Physicians who attended the deceased. 
i Committee of Arravgements: 


memory ofthe deceased, this House will attend his funeral ob- 
sequied to-morrow, at the hovr appointed by the Senate, and 
will wear crape upon the leftarm as mourning for thirty days; 
“afid,-as a further mark ofrespect, ~ 

Resolved, That the House do now adjourn. 


__. And then the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
j Touspay, February 1, 1842. 

The Senate met at12o’clock, pursuant io no- 
tice, for the purpose of attending the faneral obse- 
quies of the Hon. Naruan F. Dixon, late a Senator 
from the State of Rhode Island. 

The Committee of Arrangements, pall- bearers, 

‘and mourners, atiended at Mr. Clements’s, the 
‘late residence of the deceased, at eleven o'clock, 
a.m; at which time the corpse was removed, in 
‘charge of the Committee of Arrangements, attend- 
ed by the Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate, to the 
Senate. Chamber, where Divine service was per- 
formed at precisely twelve o'clock, m. The Chap- 
‘Jain to the House of Representatives, the Rev. 
Mr. Marrit, performed the service, and the Rev. 
Mr. Toston, Chaplain of the Senate, preached a 
most appropriate, eloquent, and touching sermon, 
from Isaiah, lxiz, 6—“Bat we are all an unclean 
thing, and allour righteousnesses are as filthy rags; 
and weall do fade asa leaf; and our iniquities, 
‘Vike the wind, have taken us away.” 

The funeral procession was then formed, and it 
moved from the Senate Chamber to the railroad 
depot on Pennsylvania avenue, where the body 
was delivered to the relatives of the deceased, 
at their special request, to be transported for inter- 

„ment to the place of his late residence, in the State 
“of Rhode Island, ia the foilowing order: 
ee The Chaplains of both Houses, 


‘Mr. Woopsnaipes, 
Mr. Huntincron, 
Mr. Wriaut, 


Mr. Manaum, 
Mr. BUCHANAN. 


Mr. Cray, 
Mr. CLAYTON, Mr. BERRIEN, 
` Mr. STURGEON, Mr. Prentiss, 


The Family and Friends of the deceased. 
The Senator and Represeniatives from the State of 
Rhode Island and Providence Planta- 
: tions, as mourner: 
The Sergeant-at-arms of ihe Senate of the United 
; States. 
“The Senate of the United States, preceded by the 
President pro tempore, and their Secretary. 
The Sergeant at-arms of the House of Represen- 
latives. 
The House of Representatives, preceded by their 
Speaker and Clerk. 
The President of the United States, 
The Heads of Departments. 
Chief Justice and Associate Justices of the Su 
preme Court, and its officers. 
Foreign Ministers, 
Citizens and Strangers, 


HIN SENATE, 
Woapnesvay, February 2, 1542. a 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a stafément show- 

ing the appropriations for the naval service for the year 1841, 
’ with the expenditure under each specific head, and the balance 

of the several appropriations unexpended at the close of the 
year, with an estimate of the probable demands which may re- 
main on each of such balances: ordered to lie on the table, and 
be printed. i 

Also laid before the Senate a message from the President of 
the United States, transmitting a report from the Director of 
the Mint, showing its operations for the past year 

On motion ef Mr. WRIGHT, ordered to be pristed, 7 

Messrs. SMITH of Indiana, CLAY, CHOATE, CLAYTON, 
KING, PRESTON, BERRIEN, HENDERSON, YOUNG, 
and WHITE, presented memorials remonstrating against any 
amendment, modification, the postponement, or repeal of the 
Bankrupt law; which were referred to the Judiciary Com- 
mittee, - 


„Mr. SMITH of Indiana presented a memorial from the be- 
gislature of Indiana, calling upon the Senators and Representa. 
tives from that State to use their exertions to procure the pas- 
sage of a law granting pensions to the surviving officers and 
soldiers who served in General Wayne’s campaign: referred 
to the Committee on Pensions, 

Also, a joint memorial, asking a change in the law ofthe 
ar Department, by which widows have to prove the services 
of their husbands before they can be entitled to pensions, as 
not to require such proof: referred to the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions, 

_ Mr. CHOATE presented the petition of Adam Searle, pray- 
Ing a pension: referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. EVANS presented two petitions praying the reimbuse- 
ment on certain amounts of duty paid on salt which was de- 
stroyed: referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. EVANS presented the resolutions of the Legislature of 
Maine, rescinding the resolutions passed in 1849 in favor of the 
Bankrupt law, 

Also, presented petitions for pensions: which were referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. KING presented a memorial from sundry citizens of 
Montgomery, Alahama, signed (said Mr. K.) by many of the 
most respectable citizens of that place, against any postpone- 
meni of the Bankrupt law: referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, 

Mr. STURGEON presented a memorial from a large number 
of citizens of Pittsburgh, praying the passageof the Exche- 
quer plan of the Treasury, particularly with the clause relating 
to exchange: referred to the Select Committee on that subject. 
Mr. YOUNG presented a petition frons 225 citizens of Peoria 
county, in the Stateof llinos, for an additional grant oflandto 
aid in the completion of the “Hlinois and Michigan Oanal;” so 
as to make the whole quantity equal to that which has heen 
heretofore granted to the State of Ohio for works of internal im- 
provement: which, on his motion, was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands. 

Mr. PRENTISS presented a petition from Azel Spalding, 
praying compensation for his services as pension agent: refer- 
red to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. WHITE presented the resolutions of the Senate of the 
Legislature of Indiana, instructing their Senators and request- 
ing their representatives to vote for a repeal of the Bankrupt 
aw. 

Mr. W. also presented memorials from citizens of Laporte 
and Fort Wayne, Indiana, remonstrating against the postpone- 
ment er repeal of that law, 

Mr. W. said that he believed the popular sentiment of Indiana 
was in favor of a bankrupt bill. So believing, he had voted for 
the bankrupt bill, and againstitsrepeal. He voted for the 
law, said he, as a desperate remedy for a desperate dis- 
ease—as a measure necessary for the times. The Senate of his 
State had voted upon resolutions instructing Senators to vote 
for repeal by a majority of seven votes. These resolutions re- 
mained unacted upon in the House. He neither recognized nor 
denied the doctrine of instruction, and upon this sub- 
ject he had nothing to say at this time—it was enough for him 
to know that the sentiments of the people of his S:ate accorded 
with the vote he gave. Thelaw passed was a humane and ne- 
cessary one, and, assuch, had met with his supfiort. 

Mr. W. also presented the joint resolutions gf the Legislature 
of Indiana, instructing their Senators and requesting their Re- 
presentatives to use their exgrtions to i 
tin, by Congress, to complege the unfinishéd works in the har- 
bor of St. Joseph, on Lake Michigan; alsé, the memorial of the 
Mayor and Aldermen of Michigan City, asking for the improve- 
ment of the harbor at that place, and afpetition from citizens 
of Indiana relative to the same subjec He said that the State 
of Indiana bad but one harbge withig the limits of her territo- 
ritory, notwithstanding ihe pepple of that section of the Union 
recognised the power of Congyess provide for the protection 
of commerce in the interior ih thgmanner specified; and upon 
this subject the voice of the Wesfwould be heard. Tie advo- 
cated the propriety of Congress got only making an apprepria- 
tion to complete Ihe construéfion of those harbors, but of 
making liberal appropriationsgo continue the system of har- 
bors heretofore prosecuted by*® the Federal Government. He 
contended that sucha system was constitutional, expedient, and 
wise. He was in favor ofthe Federal legislation reaching every 
interest of society, and giving te them its fostering care and 
protection; and in faver of such a system of taxation as would 
afford the Federal Government ample means for its support, 
und at the same time sufficient to prosecute a system of inter- 
nal improvements. 

Mr. PRESTON eaid, in regard to the remarks of the Sena- 
tor from Indiana, there was a total difference of opinion, tead- 
ing to the greatest difference of resulis. To such a tariff of 
protection as would reguiate the industry of this Government, 
he was totally oppose Hie was the advocate of a firm and 
liberal system oftaxation, adequate to the appropriations of 
Cong If in performing this good. some other good could 
incidentally be done for the welfare of others, he should not 
be opposed to it, In regard to the making of harbors, he de- 
nied the constitutional power of Congress to do this. There 
was no power to make commerce, but there was a power to 
regulate commerce. The power to make light-houses was a 
doubtful power, but it had been so long acquiesced in, that it 
could not new well be changed. 

Mr. P. commented upon the effects of internal improve- 
ments, and making commerce, for the purpose of showing they 
were State affairs, and that the States were bound te have 
cognizance of them. it was not our interest to say that this 
was a paternal Government. Its paternity rested with the 
States. It was unequal to make North Carolina pay for what 
henefiited Sonth Carolina. His State had harbors, that had 
note, 

Mr. P. also stated vory briefly the views of his own 
State in regard to ail these matters of protection and internal 
improvement. Herp (he said) was the Jet-alone polcy. 
Tands off was what she hed, in order that the State might 
be left to pursue her own policy and her own course, without 
any infraction upon the rights of the State. He feared en- 
croachment on the part of the General Government most of all 
thines 

Mr. CLAY said he did not wish to prolong this incidental de- 
bate, which had sprung up on the memorial presented by the 
Senator from Indiana; butso peculiar were the remarks of his 
friend from South Carolina, that he felt called upon to say a 
word or two in reply. He would like to know, since the Sena- 
tor said hands off to the General Government, what was done 
ai Sullivan's island, at the entrance of the harbor of Charles- 


progire an appropria- 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. ` 


a es Seti ere ie tt A N 


~ ton, Had there been no ‘appropriation’ ake 


there?’ And have you nolight- houses thore and near by? ; A 
he would ask; have you a. right to make-a ‘dight-honse:for-a 
harbor entrance, and no right to make a: harbor; equally n 

sary for the safety of navigation? sér CG5 ierni d 

_ Let us alone, was the wish of the Senator.. “Had Sout 
lina’ withdrawn from the Union? Had- shé seceded: ir 
Had she separated from the other States-of the Union; 
wished to be let alone? He would ask, too. what -have ‘yo 
navy for, but to protect, your commerce, but to enlarge 
extend it to every sea? Have wein the West..no £0) 
look after—nd commercial -interests?’. What: are: t 
themselves but great inland seas? and-are not “harbo: 
made for them? akir i PRs 
` They were not within the jurisdiction of any. one State,“or ` 
even of the Union itself, and who should make: harbors: for, . 
them if the General Government did not do-it?’ Was-there, 
he would. ask, a power in the Constitution'to do’ this, andnos 


„a power toregulatecommerce? With respect to` aneconomi- 


cal administration of Government, my friend from South’ Ca- 
rolina, said Mr. C. shall not go farther than I, and soin regard 
to the revenues of the country. He thought it disgracefal 
that the finances of the Government should be in the: condition 
in which they now were. Under such a state of things, appto- 
priations ‘for these objects might not be politic or proper. But 
when revenue was provided, harbors, breakwaters, and- light- 
houses should be made. If the let-alone policy, however, ad« 
vocated by the Senator, was to prevail, nothing could bedone; 
and [deny that there is no common bond of union -in these ob- . 
jects, said Mr. C. or that they are not Jegitimately the proper. 
objects of our legislation. The principles of the Senator from, 
South Carolina, carried out, would. throw us back into’ the 
Confederation, and I am afraid we: aagoing back to that: point 
of our colonial history. Ras 
Mr.. PRESTON said, among other things;"in continuation of 
the “discussion, that the recurrence to first principles was the 
great safety of ourinstitutions. To erect works of the kind 
named was in his opinion extra constitutional. ‘The residuary 
power to do all this was vested in the States,and properly there. 
The power, in hisjudgment, was not vested in the General Go- 
vernment. : 


A ee honorable Senator from Kentucky asks us if-we.are to 
‘sta 


by and see these sufferings endured—sufferings like thosa 
dedicted in the State of Michigan by the memorialists whose 
prayed had beensubmitted. I answer, yes, said Mr. P. “We 
are to stand by and see all these sufferings, sooner than: violate 
the Constitution of the United States. If we could make har- 
bors, we might make commercial rivers; and why not make a 
house? it might be asked.. Light-houses were but as lamp- 
posts on the avenue, and it might as well be inferred 
that you could build Gadsby’s hotel because there ‘were 
lampposts, as to say that you. could build harbors be- 
cause you could build light-houses, There must be somepoint 
where tostop. You could not stop unless you:stopped ‘where 
our jurisdiction under the Constitution required: you'to stop. 
You must stop at high water mark, Ifyou did morethan this, 
you would increase the expenditures of this Government to a 
point which could not be borne, Lae iR 

Mr. P. said he was willing to go for a sufficient revenue fora 
general and liberalsupport of the Government. Ile would tax 
freely, odious ag taxation was, and appropriate liberally. ` He 
would raise revenue forall the proper purposes of an econo- 
mical administration of the affairs of the General Govern- 
ment. But the powers belonging to the States should: not 
be usurped by the General Government; and: the Constitution 
forbade, in his judgment, such appropriations as had: been 
asked, Sif ; 

Mr. CLAY said he concurred in some of the last remarks 
of the Senator, and wouldunite with tim in atl higefforts to 
reduce the expenditures of the Government. But the Senator 
goes for the Constitution, puts his own construction: upon it, 
and undertakes to decide what is and what is not constitutional. 
And what right has he to get up here and say ew cathedra. - 
what isand what is not constituiional—that this was right and 
that was wrong. It was well known that there were opposite 
theories in regard to this Constitution of ours: one denying all 
powers, and the other the reverse of this. The former tells: us 
their interpretation of the Constitution, and it is seen that they 
strip the General Government of allpower. The otherg take 
another extreme. The safe position was the middie ground 
between those two opinions: Lam not (said Mr, Cray) for go- 
ing back to the Confederacy. 

He would ask the Senator if he had studied the geography of 
the country in regard to the matter under consideration? There 
wore two seas washing our coast like Mediterranean seas. The 
Senator admits that the navy is to protect our commerce, and 
thatithasa right to this protection. Does he not remember 
that we have commerce on the lakes, and that there is a foreign 
power there too? Would he make this Constitution a one-sided 
paralytic Constitution, with one side of it dead, and the other 
vigorous, young, and healthy? He hoped net; and he wished 
to sce the possibility of maintaining this distinction. | He hoped 
the Senator from South Carolina would panse, and adhere to 
the Constitution as it was, large and Hberalin its provisions, 
ang not have that one-sided view of it which would protect the 
Atlantic States and abandon those on the lakes. The present 
unpropitious to ‘general: or 


moment, he admitted, was \ 
liberal appropriations, and he did not ask them, Ta~ 
dustry now was to provide an. adequate- revenue 


ta the economical administration of Government, ` But, ire- 
gard to the lakes, he would remind the Senate that Canada had 
Our commerce 


eg cathedra, upon the 


he did how little any one was : 
Constitution; but, asa Senator, he:knew that he had a-right, 


i shi to give bis interpretation to the Con~ 
Gas. Fee ae ineintained the doctrines which he had 
always maintained, and should do so for the short: time he 
should hold his seat inthe Senate. Tis doctrine was, that, un- 
der the Constitution, the General Government-could not make 
such appropriations for State purposes. | ‘ g 

Mr GRAHAM said he did not rise to participate in this debate, 


Butas the Senator from South Carolina [Mr. Preston] had, 
two or three times in the course of his remarks, referred: toa 
work of great interes: to the people of the State which. he had 
the honor in part to represent, andin relation to which.a bill 
introduced by himself was now pending before a committee of 
this body, he took the occasion to say that he hoped the bill 
would not be prejudged before the proper time arrived for a 
decision, and that the work it proposed would not be confound- 
ed with other objects. When the proper time came he would 
endeavor: to show, with the indulgence of the Senate, that it 
was not only the right,.but the duty of this Government, to 
reopen the old channel of communication. from the ocean to 
Albemarle sound. He would say no more at present, as he 
considered thia debate on the printing ofa memorial altogether 
irregular. . 

Mr. WHITE said he was glad that he had broughtthis sub- 
ject before the Senate, since it had provoked a debate between 
two of the veterans of the Senate. He should say no more, 
but for the reference of the Senator to a tariff of protection. 
He had not alinded to the subject when up before, and should 
say nothing upon the subject now but for reference to the sub- 
ject by the Senator from South Carolina. At the proper time 
he would argue this question. At present he would say, that 
the West had its full proportion of the burdens of the Govern- 
ment, that the West consumed in full proportion to the South 
and East. The argument he had before used had been called 
by the Senator from South Carolina an argumentum ad ab- 
surdum, forthe reason that it would be liable to abuses. He 
thought not, and that the Senators own opposition showed 
more of the argumentum ad convenienti than sound reason- 
ing. Difficuities, 1t was true, might attend the execution of his 
plans in regard to commerce, and so difficulties would attend 
every plan that might bg@submicted. 

Mr. W. was disposed to continue the discussion at length, 
put the hour being late; and the Senator from Pennsylvania 
{Mr. BucHanan] wishing for the ordersof the day, he Would 
Bay no more. 

The memorials were then referred tothe Committee on Com- 


merce, 

Mr. BAYARD presented the memorial of the President and 
Directors of the Bank of the Metropolis, in which they com- 
plain of not being perinitted, after March next, to receive and 
pay out current funds of the District, and also of the shoft du- 
ration of their charters; and they pray that relief may be ex- 
tended-to them in both particulars’ referred to the. Committee 
on the Judiciary. : 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE presenteda memorial of 254 citizens 
of Pittsburgh, praying that Congress may arrest the further re- 
duction of duties by the Compromise act, and that such a tariff 
duties may be levied as would be adequate to protect home in- 
dusty in all its branches: referred to the Committee on Manu- 
factures. ` 

On motion of Mr. LINN, 

The Senate took up the special orders of the day, being the 
joint resolutions of Mr, Guay to amend the Constitution: lst. 
To render Senators and Representatives ineligible to any civil 
appointment under the authority of the United States during the 
term ot fractional term for which they are elected. 2. Re- 
atricting the veto power of the President. 3d. To vest the ap- 
pointment of Secretary ofthe Treasury, and the Treasurer of 
the United States in the two Mouses of Congress exclusively. 

Mr. BUCHANAN being entitled to the floor, addressed the 
Senate for about an hour and a half, examining in detail the ar- 
guments advanced by the mover of the resolutions in support of 
abridging, if not annulling the veto power, Mr, B. viewed such 
a proposition as one of the most dangerous character; and, not 
doubting the purity or patriotism of the Senator [Mr, CLAY] 
who had embodied that proposition into the resolutions under 
discussion, he was led to believe it had its origin in an erroneous 
impression as to the nature of the veto power existing in the 
Executive of this Government. The Senator, under this mis- 
conception, had identified the velo power given by the Constitu- 
tion to the President o1 the United States with that given by the 
Constitution of Great Britain to the King of England. Now he 
(Mr. B.) contended that nothing could be more erroneous than 
this impression; and the Senator himself [Mr. Cray] would see 
that it wasso when he came to reflect upon the fact that the 
veto power given to the King of Eugiand, was expressly for the 
protection of the prerogatives of the Crown against the 
other two powers of the Government—those of the barons 
and thecommons: whereas the veto power given to the Pre- 
sident of the United States is only a power placed in the hands 
of a citizen by his fellow-citizens, not for the protection of his 
personal prerogatives, but for the protection of the people’s 
rights againsthasty, immature, or dangerous legislation, The 
veto power in the hands of a monarch is for the preservation 
of whatever portion of despotism that monarchy may have been 
able to maintain; the veto power in the han:’s of the Chief 
Magistrate of this Republic, himselfa plain citizen, isto guard 
against any portion whatever of despotism, or auy usurpation 
on the part of the Representatives of the people, and their se- 
parate sovereignties, of powers extending beyond those intend- 
ed they should exercise, or contrary to the wishes of the peuple. 


And in proof of this, he need but refer to the Hmitations of the 
by 


power itself. Ifthe President vetoes a bill sent to in 
both Houses of Congress, it is returned for reconsider 
and if two-thirds of each House pass it again, it becomes a 
Jaw, and in relation to that bill, the veto power js of no avait. 
Jf the bill, when returned, fails to secure a majority of two- 
thirds of each House, it cannot become a law then, but the de 
lay, ifit should be a necessary law, is only of shart duration, 
for the people, at the next election of delegates to Congress, al- 
ways within two years, may send a sufficient majority to Con- 
gress in favor of the measure to satisfy the President oftheir 
decision; andifhe wil not conform to th demonstration, 
they will be sure, within four years at farthest, to convince 
himself by refusing to re-elect him to the office in which ke 
jad exercised the veto power contrary to theis 

Mr. BUCHANAN tben went al large into the 
exercise of the power in this Goverament, showing that, al- 
though between six and seven Uiousand lawshad been passed 
since its found:uion, only twenty vetoes had interposed, and of 
these vetoes, leaving out those on unimportant subjects,ihe ma- 
jor part had reference to three measures of policy repudiated 
by the people as shown by the re-election of those Presidents 
who had exercisedthe power. He alluded to the vetoes on the 
‘Bank of the United States; on the interference of the General 
Government with the internal improvements of the States; and 
the distribution of the public lands. He enumerated these in- 
stances, and dwelt at some length, andin detail, on the conse- 
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-Majorities always decreasing with -sober second thoughts, and 


quent astion of Congress in regensidering those measures, the l 


the approbation of the people in every instance being signally 
manifested. Mr. B. nextshowed that the. only Executive offi- 
cer of this Government coming,directly from the-whote body of 
the people is the President, and that he is necessarily more de- 

endent on the whole of the people than on the representatives 
in the National Legislature. He denied that the re- 
presentative ` bodies truly represented the majority of 
the people, for one-fourth of the people could send 
a. majarity of Senators into this chamber, and 
in the other branch, the frequent instances in which the 
voice of the people had decided against the voice of its majority, 
were sufficient evidences of the fact that a majority there could 
not be considered as speaking, the sentiments of a majority of 
the people. A recent and remarkable proof of this had been 
given in the late elections, through which the country had pre- 
nounced judgment against the measures of the extra session, 
carried by majorities in both Houses of Congress. That public 
judgment, besides condemning the course of the representative 
majorities, had sustained the exercise of the veto power, by 
which the President had appealed to the decision of the people. 
Mr. B. next drew a parallel between the veto power of the Ro. 
man tribunes and that vested in the President of the United 
States, deducing that the indisputable intention was for the pro- 
tection of the people from the encroachments of other govern- 
mental powers in the hands of those prone to accumulate power 
for a strong rule of the people. 

{In a mere analysis of a speech of such length and interest as 
that made by Mr. Buewanan to-day, it is impossible to do more 
than to sketch an outline of leading arguments. The speech in 
full-will be given in a succeeding number of our paper.] 

When Mr. BUCHANAN concluded, 

Mr. ARCHER obtained the floor, and, at his desire, the sub- 
ject was for the present passed over informally, 

On motion of Mr. SIMMONS, it was 

Resolved, That the President pro tem. of the Senate be re- 
quested to inform the Executive of the State of Rhode Island 
and Providence Plantations of the death of the Hon. N. F. 
Drxon, late a Senator from that State. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, it was 

Resolved, Thatthe President of the United States cause to 


be communicated to the Senate acopy of the report of the Com- * 


missioners appointed on the part of the United States to run 
the boundary line between the United States and Texas, toge- 
ther with the field notes and all papers connected with the same, 
embracing the instructions to the Commissioners. 

On motion of Mr. MERRICK, the Senate went into Execu- 
ive session, and, after some time spent therein, adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
|Wepnespay, February 2, 1842. 
RATIO OF REPRESENTATION. 

Mr. EVERETT, chairman of the select. committee on the ap- 
portionment of Representatives, rose and gave notice that, on 
Tuesday next, he would move to take up the apportionment 
bili, He would have done so, he said, on an earlier day—[but 
fora reason which the Reporter could not hear. } 

Mr. E. also asked and obtained leave, at this time, to present 
a report in the caseof Blairand Rives. It was of some conse- 
quence to the parties that the report should be made. 

And on motion of Mr. E. the report was laid on the table and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mv. GAMBLE asked leave, at this time, to present certain re- 
solutions from the Legislature of Georgia, in relation to the 
establishment of mail routes. He did not wish to say any thing 
onthe subject; all that he desired was, that the resolutions 
should be referred to the appropriate committee. + 

„Mr. ADAMS said, he would say to the gentleman from Geor- 
gia {Mr. Game.e}as he (Mr. A.) had said to the gentleman 
from Arkansas {Mr. Cross] last week, that he was willing these 
resolutio s should be passed upon, provided the House would 
now take up and pass upon the resolutions he had heretofore 
offered, and which he had stated were necessary to bis defence 
upon the trial he was undergoing in this House. And he would 
take this opportunity of expressing his regret that, not by his 
fault, but by an objection on the partof the House to pass cn 
those calts of his, the atleman from Arkansas had been de- 
prived of the benefit of action on his resolution. He(Mr. A.) 
would say the same thig to the gentleman from Gergia. He 
(My, A.) would most assuredly not oppose the consideration and 
adoption of his resolution, provided the House would take up 
audact upon those he (Mr. A.) had offered He bad not made this 
call(he was understood to say) simply as a member of this 
House, as he hada right to do; but because the papers called 
for were most essential to him in the defence of himself as an 
accused party. We asked that these resolutions might be con- 
sidered now; and after a decision of the House had been had 
upon them, he would consent that the gentleman from Georgia, 
the gentleman from Arkansas, or any other gentleman who had 
resutions to offer, should present them, 

The SPEAKER intimated Mr. Gamgee that, objection being 
made, the resolution could not be presented at this time. 

And the SPEAKER announced the unfinished. business of 
Saturday, being the r 

QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE. ‘ 
TS then, as a part, hé said, of his defence, called 


Mr. ADA} 


question ’ef privilege, aid it 
> on fheir adoption or re- 


jection, $ 

The first of the serics of rest 
lows: 

Resolved, Vhat the Presid f the United States be request- 
ed to cause to ba communica this House. if not incompati- 
ble with the nublic interest, copies of the correspondence be- 
tween the Department of & nd the Minister of Great 
ni also with the Governorof the Stateof South Carolina 
and with the hte Wiliam Johnson. a Judge of the Supreme 
Court of the United States, relating to an act or acts of the 
Legislature of South Caroiina, directing the imprisonment of 
colored persons arriving from abroad in the ports of that State; 
also, of the act or acts themselves, and of any official opinions 
given by the said Judge Johnson of the unconstitutionality of 
the said acts. 

And the question heing on its adoption— 

The yeas and nays were asked and ordered. 

Some conversation occurred between Mr. GILMER and the 


tutions was then read as fol- 


SPEAKER touching an objection made by Mr. G. on a former.~ 
day to the introduction of the resolutions. ne 

When the SPEAKER said that this being nota resolution of 
. an ordinary character, but one connected with the question of 
privilege, and which the gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
ApaAms} had declared to be indispensible to his defence, it was 
now properly before the House for itsconsideration. . 

Mr. GILMER then (addressing Mr. Apams) inquired wheth- 
er, ifthe House adopted the resolutions, that gentleman intended 
to move a postponement of the questien? 

Mr. ADAMS. I donot admit the right of the gentleman 
from Virginia to demand of me— g 

[Mr. GILMER.  Idonotcċlaimitasarght.] 

Mr. ApAMs (continuing)——-of me, standing in the position 
of a criminal before the House, what I shall do in consequence 
ofthe House performing an act of justice to me, by granting 
me evidence which F may deem indispensable te my defence. 
I claim no privilege ofhim as prosecutor, and want him to ask 
none of me as criminal. 

Mr. GILMER said he did not profess to be a porsecutor in the 
case; and it struck him as somewhat singular that the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts [Mr. Apps] should insist on regard- 
ing himself as a criminal. 

The SPEAKER said he could not permit this discussion to 
go on; it would lead tu debate. 

And the SPEAKER repeated that, in the opinion of the 
Chair, it was his duty to submit the resolutions to the 
House, $ 

Mr. GILMER said, if then, the resolution was in the 
possession of the House, he would move that it be laid on the 
table. 

The SPEAKER said that motion would be in order, 

Mr. ARNOLD asked the yeas and nays; which weie ore 
dered. 

Mr. JONES of Maryland moved that the whole subject be 
laid on the table. 

j oa which motion the yeas and nays were asked, and or- 
ered, 

Mr. HOPKINS moved a call of the House; which was or- 
dered. 

Mr. ADAMS was understood to request the gentleman from 
Maryland (Mr. Jones] to withdraw his motion to lay the whole 
subject on the table; and he (Mr. A.) would say that no friend 
to his rights ag a member of this House—no friend to the rights 
ofthe people—no friend to the right of habeas corpus, which 
was sacred to the people of the United States—no friend to the 
right of trial by jury— 

The SPEAKER here interrupted Mr. A, and said that these 
remarks were not in order, pending the motion to lay the whole 
subject on the table. | g 

Mr. ADAMS continued. Tsimply request every such per- 
son to abstain hereafter from any motion to postpone or to lay 
the subject on the table, or from any other thirg by which a 
direct vote, ay or no, on the proposition of the gentleman from 
Kentucky, [Mr. Marsnart,] will be evaded. ` 

Mr. JONES, of Maryland, briefty explained. The gentle- 
man from Massachusetts [Yr. ApAms] bad many times, in the 
course of the proceedings in this case, declared that he would 
not be responsible for the time which might be consumed 
therin. He, (Mr. J.) for his part, was not willing to be re- 
sponsible for it, and therefore he had made the motion to lay 
me whole subject on the table, in order to test the sense of the 

ouse. 

Mr. ADAMS. The gentleman has done me the honor to re- 
fer toa proposition which Ihave again andagain made, to yield 
to any motion by-which this subject should be dismissed. If 
the House think proper te do so, Lam willing to submit, But 
Igive notice to the Houeo that I have done with all proposi- 
tions of that kind on my part; and that I now claim the time of 
this nation for that defence which these gentlemen have forced 
uponme. F claim a decision, ay or nu, upon the proposition 
of the gentleman from Kentucky. : 

{A message was received from the President of the United 
States, by the hands of Robert Tyler, esq, stating that the Pre- 
sident had approved and signed the bill authorizing an issue of 
Treasury notes. } 

The call of the House was then commenced. 

And the roll having been called, 185 members answered to 
their names. 

And the names of the absentees having been called, 196 mem- 
bers appeared to be present, 

The doors of the Hall were then closed. Some excuses in be- 
half of absent members were received; when, on motion of Mr. 
LEWIS WILLIAMS, all further proceedings on the call were 
suspended. 

And the doors of the Hall were again opened- 

And the question recurred, and was taken, on the motion 
of Mr. Jones, of Maryland, to lay the whole subject on the 
table; and it was decided in the negative by the following 
vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Landaf W, Andrews, Arnold, Ay- 
crigg, Babcock, Baker; Barton, Blair, Boardman, Botts, Brew- 
ster, Briggs, Brockway, Jeremiah Brown, Casey, Chitten. 
den, James Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Cushing, 
Garrett Davis, Richard PD. Davis, Deberry, Doig, John Ed- 
wards, Everett, Ferris, Fillmore, John G. Floyd, Goggin, 
Patrick G. Goode, Green, Hall, Halsted, Henry, Howard, 
Hudsen, Wm. W. Irwin, Isaac D. Jones, John P. Kennedy, 
Lane, Linn, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, 
Maynard, Morris, Morrow, Osborne, Owsley, Parmenter, Para 
tridge, Pendieton, Ramsey, Alexander Randall, Randolph, 
Ridgway, Rodney, Wm. Russet, Jas. M. Russell, Shepperd, 
Truman Smith lers, Stanly, Stokely, Straton, Alexander A. 
H. Stuart, John T. Stusrt, Summers, Talisierro, John B. 
Thompso Richard W. ‘Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, 
Tomlinson, Trurabail. Underwood, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, 
Washington, Thomas W. Wiliams, Lewis Williams, Joseph. 
L. Williams, Wood, Yorke, Augustus Young, and John Young 


> son, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Lewis, Littlefield, Lowell, Abra- 
ham McClellan, Robert McClellan, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, 

Alfred..Marshall, Thomas F. Marshall, John ‘Thompson Mason, 

Mathews, Medill, -Miller, Moore, Morgan, Newhard, Payne, 

Pickens, Pope, Reding, Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, 

Roosevelt, Sanford,. Saunders, Shaw, Shields, Slade, William 

Smith, Snyder, Steenrod, Sumter, Sweney, Jacob Thompson, 

- Triplett, Turney; Van Buren, Ward, Warren, Watterson, 
Westbrook, James W. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, 
and -Winthrop—Ll2, . : 

So the House determined thatthe whole subject should not 
be laid on the table. 

And the question recurring on the motion of Mr. GILMER to 
lay the resolution of Mr. Apams on the table— 

Mr. SUMMERS asked that a proposition which he held in 
his hand migit be read for the information of the House. : 

‘the SPEAKER. said 1t could only be done by general con- 
sent. : 

Mr. HOPKINS and other members objecting, the proposi- 
tion was notread. 

The question was then taken on the motion of Mr. GILMER 
tolay Mr. Apams’s resolution on the table,and was decided 
in the negative, as follows—yeas 89, nays 107. 

So the resolution was not laid on the table. 

And the question recurring on the adoption thereof— 

Mr. PICKENS desired to inquire of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts {Mr. ApAms] whether he embraced in this reso- 
lation the opinion of tbe Attorney General of the United States 
ia the case. Ifthat wag to be embraced, he (Mr. P.) bad no 
objection to the adoption of the resolution. 

Mr. ADAMS replied, no—because that opinion was a “public 
document which he should use without calling for it. 

Mr. PICKENS said, all he hoped was, that that opinion 
would be considered asa part ofthe call. , 

Mr. ADAMS, I have got it already, andshajl usejt. “It is 
a publ'c document, I repeat; and it will not, therefore, be ne- 
cessary to call for it, ` g 

An incidental discussion here arose on the adoption of the 
resolution, 

_Mr. HOLMES objected to the call, because he was not wil- 

ling, asa member from the State of South Carolina, and asa 
citizen of the Confederacy, again to throw up the embers over 
which ashes were now lying. He well knew thata call of this 
kind, so far from harmonizing, would again produce an excite 
ment which every citizen desirous of peace and harmony inthe 
Republic must deprecate. Still, if these papers were essential 
-to the defence of the gentleman from Massachusetts, he (Mr. 
H.) would be willing to vote in favor of it. Buthe did not be- 
lieve it to be so. The casa therein referred to was one over 
which the Union had no jurisdiction. 

Mr. H, went into a brief statement of the case, and ofthe 
course which the State of South Carolina, in the mere exercise, 
he said, of a police regulation, had pursued in relation co it. 
They had persevered. And now, when commerce had gone 
on, when the State of South Carolina had been trying to throw 

_ oi} on the troubled waters, the gentleman from Massachusetts 
was throwing @ firebrand into this [louse which was to create 
a conflagration that might endanger the Republic; and not ony 
so, but he was calling upon this Union to come in conflict with 
the States, to trample upon those rights which the States 
deemed most essential, and which they would not yiel] even if 
the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr, ADAMS] should, like 

. Samson, throw his giant strength round the pillars of tke Con- 
stitution, and crush the whole Republic. Fe hoped the House 
would notconsent to call for information which he pledged 
himself would not be yielded. 

Mr. ADAMS, after expressing obligation to Mr. HoLMES for 
` the statem nt he had made, remarked that that statement was 
“put made verbally by the gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. 

Homes] He (Mr. A.) declared, asan accused person put on 
his defence, that these papers were necessary for him in his de- 
fence before the House, andif the flouse required it, he was 
ready to do what was done in courts of justice in such cases— 
to support the declaration by oath. He did not think that the 
House could take the statement of the gentleman from South 
Carolina (Mr. Horses] as one of his judges; and however un- 
willing he (Mr. A.) might be to raise any question as to the ac- 
curacy of that statement, yet he called for the papers them- 
selves, forthe proof, g x , 

But the gentleman had said that if the cail was made, it 
would be denied. If it were made on the Governor of South 
Carolina, he (Mr. A.) thought it very possible that it might be 
denied; and that, too, notwithstanding it ht be necessary for 
a member of this House for his defence against heinous crimes 
with which he wascharged. He repeated it was doubtful, es- 
pecially after the votes of the members from South Carolina òn 
this question, whether the information would be furnished if 
called for from the Governor of South Carolina, even 
thought were needed for that, justice which was never denied 
to the vilest felon. But the cai] was not made on the G vernor 
of South Carolina. J wes a call onthe President of the United 
states for papers in the Department, which were essential to 
his (Mr. A’s) defence. He, therefore, hoped that the objection 
of the gentleman from South Carolina would not prevail, and 
that the House would do him the favor to Jet these papers, 
which he again declared to be essential to his effectual and per- 
fect defence, he produced. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia said that the whole qi 
af censure; whether the member from Ma 
ApaMS} maht, or ought not, iv censured R t 
petition praying for the d a of the Union, 

The gentleman told the House thai certain papers connected 
with the subject of slav and Abolition were necessary to 
his defence agains: this charge. is was true that the conris 
of this country would be disp psed to allow an accused party 
the largest range of evidence essary to his defence. Bat 
it wasthe duty of the party seeking the introdus a of evi 

dence, to show that it was pertinent to the inquiry. Mr. 8. 

proc ed to contend that th testimony Was not relevant to 
the inquiry, and that the resolution ought not io we ed to, 

And he asked the yeas and nays on its adoption; w hich 

dered. Seren sites a 

Mr. PICKENS desired to assign ims reason for the vote he 
was about to give. . 

He considered himself a judge of the relevancy of the testi 
mony; he hadas much right to į udge of that as the gentleman 
from Massachusetts. Ifthis eall was allowed o ithe grounds 
‘on which the gentleman from Massachusetts had placed it; then 
upon these groundsevery paper or document which the gen- 
Heman might choose to say was necessary to his defence, must 


: 


[Mr 


be called for. 
no. - 

Mr. WARREN said the question was on the relevancy of 
this testimony. to the defence; and he called. on. the Clerk to 
read the second ground assumed by the petitioners as their 
rear for the dissolution of the Union. ft was read as foi- 

ows: i 

, “2d. Because a vast proportion of the resources of one see- 
tion of the Union is annually drained to sustain the views and 
course of another section, without any adequate retarn.” 

“Mr. W. said that it seemed to him that that was reaily the 
ground of the complaint of the petitioners, And would itnot be 
competent for the accused party, who was on his trial, to show 
that there was a burden of this character resting on a portion of 
people in One section of the Union for the exclusive benefit and 
advantage of the people in another section of the Union; and 
to show the operation of this Government in the different parts 
of the Union, and ofthe State Governments, to prove that there 
was a want of equality in the burdens of tie Government. If 
it was competent to go into the defence in this way, was it not 


Upon that ground alone he. (Mr. P.) should vote 


competent lo show that, in all the movements of the General’ 


as well as of the State Governments, there had been this inequa- 
lity inthe burdens of taxation? The gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts might have moved thatso much of the petition as re- 
lated to these burdens of taxation be received and referred; and 
it would be the duty of this House to inquire into the facts—to 
see whether the grounds set forth in the petition did exist er not 
—and that they ought to be allowed the remedy which the 
Constitution provides. If the facts set forth in this second 
ground be true, he insisted that it was the duty of the House 
to arr upon them, And this view Mr. W. enforced at some 
Jength. 

Mr. SMITIT of Virginia called Mr. Warren to order, on the 
ground that he was not.speaking to the relevancy of the testi- 
mony, 

Me WARREN said he was endeavoring to.do s0, thongh he 
might not be able to make himself understood by so distin- 
guished a gentleman as the member from Virginia, [Mr. 
SMITH. ] 

The SPEAKER decided that Mr. Warren, since he was 
giving his reasons why the testimony was relevant, was ia or- 
der. 

Mr. WARREN then declared that this whole proceeding, 
from beginning to erd, in ali its aspects. and under ali its cir- 
cumstances, had taken place against his express wish; and 
against his express wish it was that be was called upon as a trier 
tere. He had no disposition to defend the gentleman from 
Massachusetts: no man would suspect him (Mr. W.) of sym- 
pathizing with that gentieman, He washed his hands of the 
proceeding; and he gave notice that from this moment he 
should vote to give the gentleman from Massachusetis the am- 
plest means for his defence; that he (Mr. W.) should vote here: 
after under higher obligations than those of mere association of 
friends, and that heshould consult only the obligations of pub- 
lic duty in those vo'es. He could not hereafter countenance 
this proceeding, and he would not do it. 

Mr MORGAN inquired of the Speaker what wowa he the 
effect of the previous question. 

The SPEAKER said it would bring the House to a direct 
vote on the adoption of the resolution. 

Mr. MORGAN then demanded the previous question. 

And there was 2 second. 

And the main question was ordered to be taken. 

And the question “Shall the resolution be adopted?” wasthen 
taken and decided in the affirmative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Landaf W. Andrews, Sher- 
lock J. Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, 
Bidlack, Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, Botts, Briggs, Brockway, 
Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, William gButler, Calhoun, Casey, 
Childs, Chittenden, James Cooper, Cranston, Craven’, Cask- 
ing, Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, Deberry, Doig. Jobn 
Edwards, Everett, Ferris, Fessenden, Fillmore. John G. Floyd, 
A. Lawrence Foster, Gates, Giddings, Patrick G. Goode, Gor. 
don, Granger, Green, Halsted, Henry, Hudson, W. W. Irwin, 
James, John P. Kennedy, Lane, Linn, Samson Mason, Mathiot, 
Mattocks, Maxwel!, Maynard, Morgan, Morrew, Osborne, Par- 
menter, Partridge, Pendleton, Pope, Ramsey, Benjamin Ran- 
dali, Randolph, Rideway, Rodney, William Russell, James 
M. Russell, Saltonstall, Sanford, Slade, Stanly, Stokely, Strat- 
ton, Alexander H. H. Stuart, John T. Siuart, Taliafer 
ard W. Thompson, Tiliughast, Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, 
Trumbull. Underwaod, Van Re r, Warren, Washi: 
Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Wiliams, Joseph L. Williams, 
Winthrop, Yorke, Augustus Young, and John Young—307, 

NAYS—Messri ington, Atherton, Barton 
Royd, Brewster, Mikon Brown, Charles B 
O. Bader, Patrick 


Caldwell, John Camp 
Campbell, Thos J, Campbell, Caruthers, Car 


ord, Coles, Colquitt, Mark A. Cooper, Cawen, Daweon, 
Doan, Sastraan, Jo C arda, Feb ca, Phos, 
F. Foster, Gamble ntry, Gerty. : Gwin. 


Habersham, Joho F Mee 


HHobard, Hani 
Ley 


lan, Robert McClellan 
Thomas F. > 


3 HTa; 


Houston, 


he Secre 
is Ronse 


gairy upon whose 
ordered. Also, 
ment from faac Mi 


of chat squadron c 
ters by the said commander of the squadrea from Andrew 
Stevenson, late Minister of the United States atthe Court ef 
Great Britain, together with copies of any such letter or Tet. 
ters. Also, copies of all jnstructions fram the Navy Depart- 
ment to the said commander ofthe squadron, or to his successor 
jn the command, consequent upon and relating to these trausac- 
tions. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. — 


Mr. HOPKINS asked the yeas and nays; which. w.. 
ed, and, being taken, were as follows: sio 
YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Sherlock 
crigg, Babcock,- Baker,- Barnard, Birdseye, Blair, Boatdman, 
Botts, Briggs, ‘Brockway, J. Brown, Burnell: Wiliam’ But. 


ston, Cravens, Cushing, G. Davis, R: D. Da 
Everett, Ferris, Fessenden, John.G..Floyd, A. Lawrence Foster, 
Gates, Giddings, Patrick G: Goude, Gordon, Granger, Green, 


all, Halsted, Henry, Howard, Hudson, W. W., Irwin, James, ’ 


John P. Kennedy, Lane,: Linn, Samson Mason, “Mathiot, 
Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Oa- 
borne, Parmenter, Partridge, Pendleton, Ramsey, 
Randall, Randolph, Ridgway, Rodney, William: “Russell, 
James M. Russell, Saltonstall, Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, 
Stokely, Stratton, A. H. H. Stuart, John T. Stuart, 'Paliafer- 
ro, John B. Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, 
Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood; Van 
Rensselaer, Wallace, Washington, T. W. Williams, Lewis 
Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Winthrop, Yorke, Augustus 
Young, and John Young—96. 

NAYS—Messrs, Arrington, Atherton, Barton, Beeson, Bowne, 
Biewster, Aaron V. Brown, M. Brown, Charles Brown, 
Burke, William O. Butler, Patrick C, Caldwell, John Camp- 
bell, Wiliam B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Cary, 
Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Mark. A, Cooper, : Cowen, 
Daniel, Dawson, Dean, Eastman, John..C, Edwards, Egbert, 
Charles A. Fioyd, Fornance, Gamble, Gentry, Gery, Gilmer, 
Graham, Gwin, Habersham, John Hastings, Hays, Holmes, 
Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, Jack, Isaac D., Jones, 
Andrew Kennedy, Lewis, Littlefield, Lowell, Abraham Me. 
Clellan, Mallory, Marchand, Alfred Mechel Thomas F, 
Marshall, John Thomson Mason, Mathews, Medill, Meriwether, 
Miller, Moore, Owpley, Payee, Powell, : Alexander: Randall, 
Reding, Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, Saunders, Shaw, Shields, 
Wiliam Smith, Snyder, Sumpter, Sweney, Jacobi Thomp- 
son, Turney, Vau Buren Watterson, Westbrook, James. ' 
Williams, and Christopher H. Wiliams. —84. e 

So.the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. ADAMS then offered his other resolutions: 

Resolved, That the Presi iert of the United States be re. 
quested to communicate te this Mouse, if nov incompatible with 
tha pubiic interest, a copy of any letter or letters written by 
hint ta Wa Cost Jounson, rejating to the rule of the House 


excluding from reception, petitions of any hind from any por- 
y p 


tion of the people of the United States,or to the agency of the 
said Wm., Cost Jeunson in the introduction and establish- 
ment ofthat rule. 

Resoived, That the President of the United States be re 
quested to inform this Hous@whether he ever authorized ffen- 
ny A. Wise to affirm in his place that he knew the President 


J. : Andrews, Arnold, Aye. 


ler, Calhoun, Casey, Childs, Chittenden, James. Cooper, Cran- 
en Deberry, Doig, : 


Benjamin: 


A 


wasin favor of the rules or any rule of the House excluding > 


any class of petitions, resolutions, ov other papers, including re» 
solutions of State of Legislatures, from reception. 

Mr: WISE then offered the following as an amendment to 
these resolutions: oh 

“And that the President of the United States furnish'to this 
Tionse all information on the Executive files, or in any of the 
Executive Departments, ov wherever the same may be had and 
obtained, touching the charge which Jonn Quincy Apams is 
said at one time to have preferred to Mr. Jefferson and others; 
against the Fedoralists of New England, inculpating them with 
designs and acts to dissolve the Union of these States,” i 

Mr. ADAMS submitted to the Speaker whether any amend- 
ment was ta be made toa resolution calling. for information 
which he had declared to be neceasary tor his defence. 

At the same time he declared that he had no objection, at an 
time, to vote for ite amendment, ifthe gentleman would offer it 
k te resoinuo 2 
AKER deciared the amendment to be out of order, 
as being incongruous with the resolutions, and not relevant 
with the information demanded by the gentleman from Massa- 
chuselts for his defence. y : 

Mr. GENTRY submitted to the Speaker that there could 
be no doubt that Congress had no right to call for a corre. 
spondence of the President ‘before. he. was President of the 
United States; and be moved to lay the resolutions’ on ‘the 


table. | $ 
Mr. HOPKINS asked the yeas and nays; which were or- 

Gered. . 

' Mr. ADAMS said that these two resolutions were most im» 

portant to his defence, becanse they related to the establishs 

ment of the 2!st rale, which was the soundation of all these pro. 


conversation between Messrs, Wise, ADAMS, and 


YEsS— Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, Barton, Beeson, Bide 
Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Milton 
a, Charles Brown, Burke. Wm. O. Butler, Patrick C. 
well, John Campbell, Willam B. Campbell, Thomas J, 
Caruthers, Casey, omen, Clifford, - Clinton, 
k A. Cooper, Cowen, Cushiig, tel, Dawson, De- 
E nan, John C. Edwards, Egbert, Everett, Fer- 
ayd, Thos, F. Foster, Gamble, Gentry, Ger- 
} n Gwin, Habersham, Jobn. Hast- 
n, Habard, Hudson, 

Keim, Lewis, Lie Beld, Lowel}, 
cClellan, McKay, Mallory, Mar- 
Marshall, Sameon Mas 
` Newhard, Owsley, 
Payne, Pickens, Powell, Alexander 
lds, Rhett, Riggs, Roosevelt; Sanford, 
Snyder, Sollers, Steenrod, Stratton, 
Summers, Sumter, Sweney, Ta- 
tt, Turney, Underwood, 
aen Watterson, Wesibrook, 
hristopher H. Willams, and Wocd—111- 
Adams, Allen, Laada W. Andrews, Sher- 
, Arnold. Ay criss. Babcock, Baker, Birdseye, 
dman, Botts, Brockway, Jeremiah Brawn, Burnell, 
Builer, Childs, Chitteaden, James Cooper. Cranston, 
Garrett Davis, R- P. Davis, John Edwards, Fessen- 
den. more, Joba G. Floyd, A. L. Foster. Gates, Giddings, 
Granger, Halsted, Howard, W. W. Irwin, James, John P, Ken. 
nedy, Lane, Linn, Mathiot, Mattocks, A ynard, Morgan, Mor. 
row; ‘Pendieton; Ramsey, B. Randall, Ridgway, Rodney, Jas, 
AL Russell, Saltonsiall, Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, Stokely, 
J. B. Thompson, R. W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Wallace, 


MeCiel! 


Boa 
am 
Cra 


al: 
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Washington, Thomas. W: Wiliams, Lewis Wiliams, Win- 
throp, Yorke, and Augustus Young—64. ; 

So the resolutions were Jäid-on the table, 

Mr. ADAMS said the eVidence was exceedingly important, 
and he must confess, when he saw the votes on the resolutions 
asking for that information, which would not be denied to the 
vilest villain io the land, thatit bore on him in a heavy manner 
as.to what he was to expect from the votes of the same party 
hereafter, He thanked again ‘the Honse for allawing hima 
portion of that information which lie had requested, but he 


thought it necessary once more to put ‘the members of the 


House in mind of the position which: they occupied now, and 
which he occupied. He would read once more an extract from 
aà report made by a gentleman from South Carolina. ona for- 
mer occasion; of the -proceedings.of this House in regard to a 
violation of its rules, which wasread the other day by the Clerk, 
but amidst so much confusion he was afraid it was not heard by 
many-of the members. 

One of the grounds he shouid take for his own defence would 
be, that he had been, neither by himself nor by the petitioners 
whose petition he bad presented, guiity of any offence against 
the laws of the land whatssever; and that, so far as related to 
this, he was under no responsibility, having declared at the 
time ‘he presented the petition, and repeating now, that» their 
Petition was the last thing in the wortd he would ever vote to 
grant. Andhe hoped that ba should be able to show that, for 
attachment to this Union, he might put sixty or seventy years 
of public tife before almost all mankind in proof. Hf there was 
one member of this House who had given more sivong, more 
clear and unequivocal proofs of attachment to the Union of 
these States than the man who now stood charged with crime 
before this House, did not. know who that man was. He 
hoped to be allowed to prove that to this House. 

He said, then, so far as respected his own act, which was the 
presentation of the petivion, here, before this House, and in 
presence of his God, he did it under a sense of itremissible 
duty. Atthe last session of Congress he heard a great dexl on 
the subject of what was to be allowed to the conscience of 
the President of the United States. He was one of those who 
fully allowed him the henefit of the dictates ofhis conscience 
in every thing he ‘did, and he now claimed, before this 
House and the country, the right tohavea conscience as well 


she. š $ 

Hesaid, further, that this was no new thing to this House 
and this country, He had been now ten years successively a 
Representative ofa portion of the people of the Common 
wealth of Massachusetts, and within the very first week of 
his holding a seat in this House he had presented fifteen peti- 


- tions for the abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia, 


and atthat time he gave notice tothe House, the petitioners, 
and the whole country, and lus constituents among them, 
that if they sent (heir petitions to him to be presented because 
they expected him to support them, they must understand 
from him that they were mistaken. This was pot an iie 
sponsible actof his, forin his district at that time there were 
perhaps, more Abolitionisis than now. li wes not then so 
odionsa thing tobe an Aboliiosiste The inhabitants of his 
district had presented petitions for that same prayer, which 
were referred toa cammittce, and amost respectable report 
made upon them. He had repeated that same sentiment, lime 
after time, in this Mouse, aud he repeated it now. Ie said if a 
pill were to be brought into this [Louse for the abolition of 
slavery in the District of Columbia to-morrow, he would vote 
against it, But from the first day that a petition was presented 
to him on this subject, he had uniformly said it was his duty 
to present them. Ife believed it the duty of the House to re- 
ceive them andconsiderthem. Not togrant them—that would 
be according to the sense of propriety of the Louse itself l was 
notan irresponsible thing when he first twos Wis position in 
this ILouse. 

At thattime, so far was it consid 
of these petitions, although he present them, that a 
most repeciable andl wor menber from Virgini 
him and thanked him for what he hed done, that iy 
up this subj in ihs Te did not in 
slightest di -i 
tions. They were i 
of Columbia. The Ca 
ber, now no more, from the 
course of two or three months from that i 
report against the prayer of the petisione 
(Mr, Avs) conduct from being satistactory to ¢ 
tuenta, that efforts were made in this distri 
to present petitions of this sort. Por years after 
never heardany thing of petitions for the abolition of slavery 
ju the District of Columbia or elsewhere. It was two or 
three years after, befercany abolition petitions were pres 
to this House; and when they were presented, in thes 
1933-34, they were not sentto bim; other members presented 


lihat he was not in fevor 
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them. An honorable gentieman from New York, now in a 
distinguished office in tha eda number of those 
petition muli atures, and made a 
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Tle was going to say, 
dinary process ever entertains 
House—he believed he might say a 
deliberative body, here or elsewhere— gon him, and the 
consequence of a dark conclave of conspirators, not only pre- 
pared to act as his judges, and sentence him on that crime, but, 
-Raving met in conclave, and having been prepared to force it 


y member of any 


| 
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through, without allowing him the means necessary for his dé- 
fence. Was there ever such a thing done before? There was 
such a combination—he had exposed what the nature of it was 
some days ago~of parties, as had never before been seen In this 

House, meeting ina dungeon here, and determining that they 
would expel him or pass the strongest possible censure upon 
him; and then a resolution, prepared by one of the members of 
that conclave, sprung on him, so thatthe mement the gentleman 
had done, the Speaker told. him that the question would be on 
the adoption of the resolution. aot 

The SPEAKER here said. that he had, on a former day, an- 
nounced to the gentleman from Massachusetts that the question 
would be on the adoption of the resolution, unless he or some 
friend moved its postponement, and that he hadintimated this 
to the gentleman solely for the purpose that he might under- 
stand, without doubt, what his rights in the premises were. Ț 

Mr. ADAMS said he was willing to receive the correction. 
He had understood the Senator to say that, if the gentleman 
from Massachusetts had any thing to. say, then wasthe time, for 
the question would be on the adoption of the resolution. This 
was a matter of very little consequence. Tle did not intend to 
say that the Speaker desired inany manner to debar him from 
his rights as a member of this Honse. But he asked again, 
had there ever been, since the foundation of this Government, 
in this Hall, or in any deliberative body, such a process? 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia here rose and addressed the Speaker. 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman was not in order. 

Mr. SMITA said he intended to make a suggestion for the be- 
nefit of the gentleman from Massachusetts. 

Mr. ADAMS. Non tali ausilio, {A laugh.] In reference 
to the last case, continued Mr. A. of prosecution of members of 
this House for breach of privilege of this House, there was 
read the other day an extract from the report of the majority of 
the committee to whom the accusation was referred, and who 
conclued with resolutions of censure on three members of this 
TYouse; one of expulsion and two of censure. The committee 
who reported these resolutions of censure commenced their re» 
port in this manner ae , i 

iMr. A. here read an exwact; the principal points of which, 
as heard by the Reporter, are given. The committee are of 
the opinion that the investigation was instituted solely for the 
maintenance of the privileges 6fthis House. It was not within 
the province of the House of Representatives to investigate the 
causes leading to the death of one ofits members with a view 
to the punishment of the offender for the crime er misdemea- 
nor. This belonged, in every case, exclusively to the courts of 

Jaw, and was so provided by the Constitution. The inguiry, 
therefore, was directed to one object only—the maintenance 
of the privilege of the House.} i 

Now, in that part of the report of the majority of the 
committee (continued Mr. A.) which reported these resolu- 
tions, there was a total disclaimer of the right of the Honse to 
inquire into the transactions, as they were of a criminal nature, 
and as the party accused was liable to trial for them before the 
judicial tribunals of the country. It was within the recolec. 
tien of the House that he (Mr. A.)had claimed the benefit of 
that principle. ‘fhe House had not seen fitto grantit, The 
ion was formally putsome days ago, whether the House 
sessed the jurisdiction to try him for these charges; and 

had decided that they bad, and would try him. 
submitted to that as to all the rest. Tle would 
not pretend that this House did not possess the power 
so to try any charge of this kind asto do itindependently of the 
proceedings of the courts of justice, More than thirty years 
ago he had himself made a report in another branch of this 

Legislature against that principle. Ue then maintained that 
the ILouse had power to try for crimes, independently of the 
proceedings of courts of justice; and in the case of John 
Smith, the whole reportaand resolutions for expulsion were 
founded on arguments to that effect. John Smith had been be- 
fore the tribunais of the country on these very charges, and 
the majority of the Senate of (he United States then considered, 
and the report which he (Mr, A.) made as chairman of the 
cominittee on that accusation argued, that being the state of 
things, the man having had the benefit of a trial by a court of 
j e, and being jn point of fact guilty of that treason with 
which he had been charged, and froin which he was released 
only by technieal proceedings, that the Senate must inquire 
and proceed on him as if he had not been tried by the criminal 
court, et he said, and repeated now, that he believed his ho- 
norable colleagne from Kentucky on that committee voted 
against the resolution of expulsion, not that he had any doubt 
of the guilt of the person, but that he was not satisfied with 
the reasons that the man ought to be tried by the Senate, or 
thatthe Senate was competent to pass such a decision. And 
he hada perfect certainty that Mr. Smith escaped from that 
conviction of expulsion under the influence of that doubt, and 
in favor of justice to the highest degree being given to a mem- 
ber of a body accused before that body for a crime. 

What he wished to add at present was only this: the House 
having decided that they would proceed to the trial af this 
canse, without waiting for the trial of the person inculpated 
before the courts of law—that they would grant to the person 
before them, of whom they were at once accuser, lawmaker, 
witness, judge, and executioner, some time in order to ascer- 
tain the facts and the law against him; and that they would not 
assume itas a fact, because the gentleman from Kentucky after 
the meeting of this conclave, had thonght proper to accuse him 
and the petitioners here of subornation of perjury and high 
treason, and on that had founded a resolution against him, ma- 
king him accessary to the crime by presenting the petition. 
What heasked was. that this House would take some made of 
giving him the benefit of that trial which they had refused to 
him before the courts of law; that they would not assume either 
thatthe petiifioners or himself were guilty cf this eriv ie char. 
gedin the preamble, and that he might have the benefit of con- 
testing both the law and the facts of the member fren? Ken- 
tucky. Ho asked it, therefore, with some degrce of confidence. 
He wished he had more; but in the proceedings, most especi- 
ally of the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Gimer] the late 
Governor of that State, he taught he had seen a disposition 
to drive this thing through without allowing him an argument 
in his own defence. 5 : 

- He would read one more extract from the report of a most 
distinguished gentleman from South Carolina, who concurred 
with the other members ofthat committee, that they had no 
right. to try for the crime committed, and the conclusion which 
he drew from it. 

{Mr. Anass here read from the report, laying down the prin- 
1 ciple that the privileges of a member of Congress were not per- 
| sonal or private rights, but public trusts. And his constituents 


and the people of the whole Union, in all matters of public:¢o! 
cernment pertaining to his station and place, had the righ 
such privileges for their representative*as would secure hisen- 
tire, full, free, and unrestricted: services, without hinderance. or 
molestation. % a * While it was essential for the 
vindication of the. dignity of the House thatits power should 
sometimes be exercised, it should be done only in cases of strong 
necessity, and never carried beyond what was absolutely .re- 
quired by the existing emergencies. It cannot be forgotten, too, 
that in these proceedings the House is lawmaker, accuser, wit- 
ness, and judge, in its own cause, And, should it pronounee’a 
sentence of expulsion, it could not be. reversed. It was the 
final doon:, and, before being pronounced, it should be. made 
most carefully, and be foundi ndispensably necessary.]. -- 

One particular to which.he (Mr. A.) had referred was, that, 
in addition to the compound character of law-maker, ‘accuser, 
witness, judge, and executioner, here was that of a party in se- 
cret conclave, worse than that of the Venitian Inquisition, pre- 
paring a proposition before the measure was brought into the 

Jouse. 

He asked of the House such time as it might think proper, in 
its own wisdom to allow, for opportunity to obtain the infor- 
mation for which he had called; and that the House would take 
some measure to give him the benefit of trial before the House 
itself, or a committee of the House, which it had denied him 
in the courts of law. ; 

Mr. A. having concluded, 

Mr, SUMMIERS inquired whether it was now in order to’ 
move an amendment to the amendment of the gentleman: from 
Kentucky [Mr. MARSHALL] to the proposition of the gentleman 
from Virginia, [Mr. GILMER?] 

The SPEAKER said it was. 

After a momentary conversation by Messrs. GILMER and 
BRIGGS— 

Mr. SUMMERS said it had been his intention at the earliest 
opportunity to move an amendment. He now moved to strike 
out from the proposition of the gentleman from Kentucky all 
afier the word “Resolved,” and insert in place of the propo- 
sitions now before the House, the following: 

“That a select committee be appointed to take into considera- 
tion the contempt and breach of privilege alleged to have been 
committed by Jonn Quincy ADAMS, a member of this House, 
in presenting a petition, on the 24th day of January last, pur- 
porting to be signed by certain citizens of Massachusetts, pray- 
ing that Congressshould take suitable measures for the peacea- 
ble dissolution of the Union; and that it be the duty of said 
committee to consider and report whether any, and if any, what 
further proceedings should be taken by the House in the matter 
of said alleged contempt and breach of privilege; and if the 
said commitiee shall be of opinion that. any action on the part 
of the House in relation to the presentation of said petition by 
the said Jonn Quincy ADAMS be proper and expedient, then 
that the said committee do further report, what, in their opinion, 
witl be the beat and most appropriate mode of conducting the 
proceedings of the House in relation thereto, having relation to 
the powers and duty of the House, the precedents of parlia- 
mentary usage, and the rights of the member accused.” . 

Mr. SUMMERS would barely say that, having himseif looked 
somewhat into the precedents of alleged cases of breach of pri- 
vilege, he was satisfied that the proper course to be pursued 
was the reference of the subject toa committee. They knew 
that no matter of nnportance reached the consideration of this 
House except through a committee. A case of this sort, above 
all others, should first receive the calm consideration of a com. 
mittee, Heshonld have been gratified if the House had pursued 
this course in the outset. 

In submitting this resolution he had not been actuated by a 
desire to be pl at the head of thatcommittee. Ifthe House 
should adopt it, in anticipation, he would ask the Chair to ap- 
point at the head of the committee one of the oldest and most 
experienced members of the House, It seemed to him that 
this was the most appropriate mode, at least for the time, 
to stop this subject. The whole business of the country had 
been suspended since Tuesday last, This was'the ninth day 
it had been continned and he knew not how long it would 
go on, A committce should examine what was required by 
the dignity of this House and by the rights of the member cone 
cerned. 

Mr. BURNELL would inquire of the gentleman before he 
teok his seat, whether he intended the Honse to vote on the 
preamble of the resolution of the gentleman from Kentucky in 
cenneciion with the substitute which he had moved. 

Mr. SUMMERS said it was his purpose to substitute the pro- 
position he had submitted for the whole of the propositions be- 
fore the House. 

The SPEAKER said it was his understanding that the gen. 
tleman from Virginia (Mr. SrmmrRs] had proposed to strike 
outevery partidn of the propositions before the House except- 
ing the word “resolved.’? 

Mr. GILMER here addrested the Speaker, but-— 

Mr. SUMMERS not having yielded the floor, said it was not 
his purpose to occupy the House with argumentin this matter, 
and be intended to close by moving the previous question. 

Mr. GILMER. What, will my colleagne cut me off with 
the previous question? 

{Cries of Yeg? “yes.” ] 

Mr. SUMMERS said, standing as he did in Cclation to his col- 
league, and knowing that he was the anther of the proposi- 
tion, he could not exclude bhim trom speaking by the previous 
question, and would not move it at present, 

Biv. GILMER took the floor; but, before proceeding in his 


SR asked whether this amendment was in order? 
SPEAKER replied that it was, being an amendmen 
an amendment. 

Nr. GILMER. A motion to commi? 

The SPEAKER. A motion tocommit and amend. 

Mr. GILMER sait the House would do him the justice to 
consider that behad occupied none of their time on either one 
of the proposiions, Ie hadhad the honer, without consulte- 
tion—withent the cictaticn of a conclave--io submit to the 
Ho the reszolmicn he did, under an imperious rense of duty. 
it wasapaintnl duty to hinr, and he had no doubt but the sub. 
ject was painfulto the ether members a! this House. He had 
occupied none of the time of the House in reference to these 
questions. Asithe mover cf the proposition that had given 
rise to all this discussion, excitement, and delay of the time of 
this House; he might bave been entitled, had he asked it, 10 a 
small share of the time which had been occupied. f 

Tle did not rise for the purpose of discussing the various ez- 
traneous topics which had been brought ints this debate, Wha, 


he wished was to call the attention of the House.to the subject 
itself, in its simplest. form, as embodied by the resolation he had 
offered, and to disconnect the subject from all those various in- 


"> gidental extraneous considerations heaped, day after day, upon 


the simple, ‘single, solemn question he had inivoduced. He 
hegged‘that the gentleman front Massachusetis (Mr. Apams] 


= would not include him or his resolution in the animadversion 


. Smith, 


just made on that of the gentleman from Kertucky. He (Mr. 


G.) had consulted with no caucus—no conclave—before he sub- 
mitted the resolution., He waited but a very brief space ofiime, 
anxious that some older, more experienced, and abler member 
of this-House should move in this matter. 

He hati been appealed to by the gentleman from Kentucky 
{Mr. MARSHALL] to know whether he would accept the genile- 
man’s preamble and resolutions as a modification of his. He 
had notyet had an opportunity of responding to that inquiry. If 
the gentleman would advert fora moment to the difference 
between the two yesoluiions, he would perceive the 
motive that would induce him to decline his overture. His 
{Mr. G’s] resolntion was simple, brief, easy of comprehen- 
sion, and admituing of no doubt. It seemed to him that it 
ought to challenge the unanimous support of the American 
House of Representatives. In presenting it, he had had in 
view no party or sectional purpose—no invidious course to- 
wards the gentleman from Massachusetts. He granted that the 
preamble and resolutions ofthe gentleman from Kentucky con- 
tained in themselves a very full and succinct summing up of 
the reasons which would lead to the adoption of the reseluticn, 
but his experience, although short in parliamentary bodies, 
was enough to know that, while thousands would agree and 
vote with him in his conclusions, there might not be any two 
who would agree with him in his process of reasoning in arriv- 
ing at those-conclusions. Whiie betook the responsibility of 
declaring that he did not regard the proposition of the gen- 
tleman irom Kentucky as too harsh a censure, and while he 
waa Willing to vote for it, he must persist in ng he prefer- 
red that the vote should be taken directly upon his original pro- 
position. 

He would caji the attention of the House and of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts to his resolution, its extent asid scope. 
They had heard a good deal in the debate about trial, about cen- 
gure, and about expu 

What do I ask the 


& Not to denounce the gon- 
tleman from Mas uselig as @ traitor; not to convict him of 
subornation of per) ; but toinflict no harsher censure than 
simply an expression of the cpinion of this Fouse. Imaintain 
it isa duty solemnly incumbent upon us to express a censure 
on his conduct, though t would do itin the mildest terms the 
nature of the case will justify. J insist thatthe act isnot merely 


. just as it regards the gentleman himself, but that is an act im- 


deratively due to ourselves and to the American people, in vin- 
dication of this House, and of them. It is as much an aetof 
self-vindication as it is of censure on the gentleman from Mas. 
sachusetts. What, I say, does my resolution ask? An expres- 
sion ofopinion. Andof what opinion? That tie gentleman, 
in presenting a petition praying fora dissolution of the Union, 
has justly incurred the censure of this House, A.d has he not? 
J appeal for an answer toevery man here, individually and col. 
lectively; and I will, before I have done, make that appeal to 
the gertleman himself; and the only witness I willask shall be 
that gentleman himself, and his action on this occasion. The 
resolution is couched in respectful terms; it insits on no pains 
and penalties other than such as may ensue from the power of 
public opinion, And are we to be told that it isnot constitu- 
tional for the House to express such an opinion—to censure him 
or to punish him, if necessary? Lappealto the Constitution 
itself. Those who know me well know that Tam act in the 
mabit of giving to the langnage of that instrumenttoo Jarzeand 
loose a construction; on the contrary, I have been reproached 
by some of my friends for going Into the opposite extreme. t 
call gentlemen, then, to the words of the Constitution itself on 
this subject: > : ; 
“Each House may determine the rules of its proceedings, 
punish its members for disorderly behavior, and, with the con- 
currence of two-thirds, expel a member”? =: 
Here we find that not only the power to express opinion, but 
the power of punishment, is vested in this House under the 
Constitution. fo that, had my resolution asked the House to 
inflict on him a signal punishment, would it have asked: any 
thing beyond the limits of our constitutional authority? Y 
might have felt warranted in going much further; but I prefer- 
red putting the resolution inthe very stimpiest forra necessary 
to the House’s vindication of itself frora the reproach waich the 
presentation of such a petition brings upon this EZouse and the 
nation. Would it not seem to be in accordance with the senti- 
meitsof the gentleman himseif? Here to-day, the tenth day 
since this proceeding has been broached ontl gor, the gen- 
tleman rises for the jirst time and disclaims his own persenal 
coincidence in the prayer of these pe I know very 
wall what he said when he brought the into this H 
Tknow he proposed its reference, with Instructions, to a s 
committee, to report reasons why it is not e dient at i 
time todissolye the Union. Butifnow, froin motives of patri- 
otism, the gentleman is constrained to disclaini any concur- 
rence in the object prayed for, and were to express his disap- 
rotation ofin by what motives of patriotism was he actuated 
in agitating this House by the introduction ofa paper like t 
The House? Th t 
matter: but in 
do maintain that the 
act, will involve-1 w 
great dereliction of du 
and weaken th 
when the ex 
anact, will virtually 
tenance of its priv 
Ts precedent wantin 
in the case of Jobn Smit 


n 3 

member of the United States Senate, acting on the case of John 
Task the gentleman to recollect the priociples and doc- 
trines he then ec vanced and maintained. Let me read frem 
report drawn up dy him as chairman ef acommittee to wham 
the subject was referred. {Here Mr. G. readseveral extract 
from the report, in which it was maintained that the forms o 
{udicial proceedings by the courts of justice did not interfere 
with the censorial authority of the Senate over its own meinbers, 
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and that the power to punish, by expulsion or otherwise, must 
be discretionary in the body, and -its exercise must, of neces- 
sity, Pe mop summary than the tardy process of the judicial tri- 
unals, i e 
At this point Mr. GILMER yielded for a motion, by Mr. Mar- 
LORY, to adjourn; which motion prevailiogy the House ad- 
journed. . Dy 


Mr. HarersHAM, of Georgia, yesterday introduced to the 
House the ilon. M. A. Cooper and the Hon. Mr. CoLQUITT, 
members elect from that xtate, and they were qualified, and 
|} took their seats, : 


H IN SENATE, 

| TuursDaY, February 3, 1842. 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communication 
i from the Navy Department, in reply to a resolation of the Bo- 
i nate of the 2ist of July, 1641, asto the necessity and pracica- 
i bility of establishing a navy yard, naval depot, and station, on 
i} the Gulf of Mexico: ordered to Hie on the table, and be printed. 
l N presented the proceedings of a meeting at st. 
against the repeal or posiponementcf the 


rs MANGUN, MILLER, BERRIEN, SIM- 
MONS, YOUNG, and WOODBRIDGE, pre is 
i| remonstrating asainst any amendment, modification, or the re- 
{ peal of the Bankrupt Jaw; which were referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary, 


d several memorials, signed by 10,412 
and others, citizens of New York and 
New Jersey, ing against the repeal of the act'per- 
mitting pilots from other States to pilot vessels into the-part of 
New York; which were referred to the Committee en Com: 
merce. ; 
| Mr. WRIGHT presentei 
fa county, New York, in 
i referred i 


s of Lockport, New York, asking the inter 
in favor of the Am I 
referred to the Can 


ers in Van Dieman’s 
reign Relations. 

Mr. BARROW presented a petition frora Rice Garland and 
Thomas Corry, asking confirmation of tide to a tract of land 
Louisiana: referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Chains. 

Mr. PRENTISS presented the petition af a number of citi- 
zens of Milwaukie, in the Territory of Wiskonsin, praying for 
an appropriation for the making of a harbor at that piace. 

Mr. P. said the petition was numerously signed, and con- 
tained many important facts, setting forth the extent of com- 
merce upon Lake Michigan, the dangers attending the naviga- 
tion upon it, and the urgent necessity of an appropriation for 
the purpose of harbors. Tt represented that, on acconnt of the 
straightness of the coast, there wereno natal harbors; and 
that, for the want of barbers for the shelter of ships in storms, 
with which that Jake so often visited, there had been an enor- 
mous Jass of property and great sacrifice of human life. Tt 
stated that the town of Milwaukie now contained two thousand 
inhabitants, thecounty six thousand, and the Territory 4 
thousand; that the population of the Territory was inerea 
and the commerce on the Jake rapie i It further 
stated tthe United States had already derived from the 
if of pub! t 
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he lak 


re Naviga. 
g z . Rie. P. said that the 
petition made out a strong case, loudly for the action of 
i} Congress, and he hoped it would y ve the carly attention and 
favorable consideration of the Coromitice on Commerce: re- 
om mittee on Commerce. 

esented the petition of Louis La Baume, praying 
nelin his ttle to certain and in the te 
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Hef of Gene 
twice, aid rer: 
accompanying documents, 
2RICK, from the Commitee on the Post Onic 
to which was referred the resolution authorizia 

the Postmaster General to reaudit and settle the c'aiin of George 
Ab Whitman, a contractor for carrying the mail between Mobile 


rs, with the 


g 


and New Orl 
ment. - - y ae 8 ae 
„Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee. on Revolutionary 
Claims, reported a bil} for the relief of the heirs of Silas Drane: 
which was read and ordered io .asecond reading. * 
On motion of Mr. PHELPS, the. same. committee: yeaa: dis». 
charged frorg the further consideration of the; petition of Joseph. 
Davenport, for remuneration for revolutionary sötyices; ant 
it was referred to. the Committee on Pensidng, =! E oon 
Mr. PHELPS, from the same committee, also madeiag: un-. 
favorable report on the claim of Enech M, Wishers; which 


was ordered to be printed. - ; eee LAEE aes 
Committee on Claims, asked that 


leans, reported the same back. without. 
ae Powe ee aes 


Mr. GRAHAM, fram the 
said committee be discharged from the- petition of Monsieur: 
Gonon, andto refer it to the Committee on Commerce: È 

On this reporta debate arose, in.which Messrs, HUNTING, 
TON, KING, and MOUTON, opposed the, motion to discharge 
the committee, believing that it properly pertained tó Me davies | 
of the Committee on Claims to investigate the: subject; and 
Mr. GRAHAM advocated his proposition. : Te 

The question was wken and decided in the negative—ayes 14, 
nays 15. E og. Ca E $ 

Petitions were farther presented by Messrs, STURGEON, 
WOODBURY, and MILLER, but there was so muck conver: 
sation in the Senate, that the names cf the. petitioners, and-the 
purport of the petitions could not be heard. res Fa 

THE CASE OF TUE CREOLE. 

Mr. CALHOUN made a propesition to refer to. the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Relations the message from the Executive on 
the subject of the mutiny agd murder by the slavés on board:the 
Creole, and the liberation of hose slaves by the: British:autho+ 

es in Nassau, New Providence, j $i 


ir. CALHOUN eaid that his object.in rising was.to move a 
reference ofthe message of the President, in reply: to his reso. 
lution in the case of the Creole, to the Committed: on. Foreign ' 
Afairs. We bad read the report of the Secretary of State 
which accompanied it, with attention. . It met fully the. call of, 
the resolution, as iirelated to (he facts of the case. It gave a 
full and well authenticated statement of the rising of the slaves 
and mutiny and murder on board; the carrying: of the. vessel 
into the port of Nassau; the occurrences there; the conduct of 
hovides, ed the inhabitants of the place; the sés 
onof tbe siaves on board from theic owners, .and.those 
g charge, except five, who refused to leave the vesse),.and 
who perpetrated the mutiny aud murder, They. were 
taken from.on board, andare to de confined till the decision of 
the Government at home should be known in relation. tothem. 
As to the remaining portion of the resolution; that which 
asked for information asto what sieps had been taken to bring 
the guilty in this-bloody transaction to justice, and to redress 
the wrecz done to our citizens, and the indignity offered. to our 
flag, he regretted to say, the report of the ¿Secretary i9-very 
unsatisfactory. He, Mr. C. had supposed, ina caseof such 
gross outrage,that prompt measures for redress would have heen. 
adopted. He had not doubted, but thata vessel had.been de. 
snaiched, or some early opportunity seized for transmittin; 
Grectians to our Minister at the Court of St. James, to demani 
thatthe criminals should be delivered to our Government for 
trial; more especially, as they were detained with the view of 
abiding the decision of the Governmentat home. But in all 
this he had been ina mistake. Nota stephas been yet taken— 
no demand made for the surrender of the murderers, though 
the Executive must have been in fail possession of tthe facis, 
for more than a month. The only reply is, that he (the Secre! 
tary) had received the orders of the President to prepare a 
despatch for our Minister in London, which would be “pre- 
pared without unnecessary delay.” He spoke notin the spirit 
of censure: he had ro wish to find fault; but he thought it 
due to the constry, ald more especialiy, of the portion that 
has profeusd an interest in this subject, that he should 
He velieved* 
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He (said Mr. C.) had deliberated for some ime what courag 
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he should adopt in reference to the message. Heat one tire 
had concluded to leave it quietly on the-table, as-the subject 
would necessarily come into the negotiation between the two 
Governments onthe arrival ofthe special mission to England. 
We availed himself of the opportunity of expressing his plea- 
sure that such a mission was.to be sent, Hehoped and he be- 
Jieved it was sent,and would come in thespirit of peace, and that 
an‘end would be put to all the questions in controvers¥ between 
two people that ought to be at peace. He intended to avoid, on 
his part, any step that might throw impediments in the way cfa 
fair and honorable adjustment.: But, on full reflection, he came 
tothe conclusion that it was due to the importance of the snb- 
ject, thatit should be referred to the appropriate committee. 
‘An omission to do so might be construed into an indifference to 
the subject, and thereby sink it in the seale of relative impor- 
tance, compared to the other questions at issue between the 
Governments. -Of all. those questions, he deemed it by far the 
most important in character, and most dangerous to the peace 
and quiet of the two countries, and of greater magnitude tothe 
section of the Union more immediately interested. As impor- 
tant as was the boundary. question-to Maine, or the question 
of search to the navigation and commercial interest, engaged in 
the African trade, they were nothing in importance to the inte- 
rests which more than a third of this Union has in this ques- 
tion. If we yield to the pretension which would refuse the 
surrender of these criminals, and that wouid confiscate the pro- 
perty of our citizens under circumstances similar to the case of 
the Creole and the Enterprise, where would it end? If we may 
not safely sail on our own coast, with our slave property on 
board, because Great Britain may choose to deny our right to 
hold property in slaves, may she not, with equal propriety, ex- 
tend the same rule o cotton and other staples? If we have 
no right to those whd@labor produced them, what better right 
have we to the product of their labor? 

He more readily moved to refer the subject to the Commit- 
tee on Forcign Affairs, because the chairman [Mr. Rives, who, 
he regretted, was notin his seat} was from the State more im- 
mediately interested in it. The Creole sailed from Richmond, 
and his constituents were among the sufferers; amt he did hope 
that he would give that able and lucid exposition of all the 
deeply interesting points involved in the subject, of which he 
was so capable of doing. ` 

Mr. PRESTON, as a member ofthe Committee on Foreign 
Relations, regretted the absence of the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. He was detained, and had been 
detained from his place for some days past by indisposition. 
When in his place, he would act in reference to this matter, he 
had no doubt, with the greatest promptitude and zeal. ‘Phe 
case was so important that itcould for the promptaction; but 
he dul not believe it was discreet to anticipate Exéentive action 
on the subject, which no doubt would have justice done as effzc- 
tually, as the delicate nature of the subject woukl permit. 
Je was a delicate question, and in reference to this matter he 
could assure the gentleman from South Carolina thatthe com- 
mittee would give the subject the consideration called for by 
its importance, The Executive branch of the Government, it 
was presumed, would tike such action as was called for by its 
importance. He was’ glad, too, thataspecial minister was to 
come out here to negotiate upon matiers at issue between tle 
two countries, and with full power to adjunct all those ques- 
tions. Mr. P. however, sud he had risen only to announce 
the indisposition of the chairman of the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, and to assure the Senate, in his absence, that the 
committee would give the subject the examination due to its im- 
portance, y 

Mr. CALILOUN knew that the chairman was indisposed, 
put he presumed that no objection would be made to the reie- 
rence. 

The communication was then referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

Mr. SIMMONS remarked that he had a few days aga, in ac 
cordance with instructions from the Committee on Mamufac- 
tures, Moved a resolution for the appointment of a clerk to 
thatcommittee, Je hoped the Senate would act upon che re- 
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as necessary to collect infor tion of the 
tariff laws, and obtain the views of manufactur and cr- 
tainly the mere nmuer of writing could not be expected from 
the members of the committee. All that he could say, there- 
fore, was, that it was important to obtain such information 
with a view to furnish the basis of the action of the com- 


mittee. M 7 
Mr, WOODBURY remarked that he had always supposed 


_ CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE: 


that the subject of the tariff, which was a question. of revenue, 
belonged to the Commiitee on Finance, and not te the Commit- 
fee on Manufactures. . The question was so presented in the 
President’s Message, and he did not believe there was a law on 
the statutes for vevenue, which had originated in the Com- 
mittee on Manufactures. He protested against that Committee 
interfering with the question of revenue. { 

Mr. SIMMONS remarked that before he moved @ reference 
of thissnbject to the Committee on Manufactures, he had as 
certained from the records of the Senate, that every proposition 
for aivalteration of the tariff, for the last twenty years, had been 


- referred to this committee, 


Mr. WOODBURY replied that, Jast yeax,an alteration of 
the tariff was made by the Committee on Finance,and that, in 
the House, such propositions had come from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, in accordance. with therecommendations of 
the Treasury Department. $ 

Mr. CLAY said that the Committee on Manufactures, one of 
the most important standing committees of the Senate, after. a 
careful consideration and consultation, had authorized their 
chairman toask that they might employ a clerk; but as the re- 
quest had met with opposition, he put it to the candor of the 
Senate whether the simple statement of the case was not suf- 
flnient to induce them to agree to the proposition, On one side 
gentlemen were opposed to any tariff for protection, and on the 
ather side gentlemen contended for incidental protection; and 
merely on this difference of apinion as to the necessity to em- 
ploy a clerk, they had ran off into. the whole subject of the ta- 
rif. But how was the home valuation to be ascertained? One 
niode was to ascertain the various valuations of the foreign im- 
parts, as compared with the rival industry of our own couniry, 
by consulting prices current and examining into the laws; and 
these duties could be performed with the assistance of a clerk, 
leaving the minds of Senators free to operate uponiwhat might be 
brought forward for their consideration, He believed that gen- 
tlemen who apprehended a high tariff might repress their fears, 
for he knew of no one who desired it. 

Mr. CALHOUN observed that the whole scheme was now 
open to them,and they were called upon to give to the com: 
mittee a clerk to ascertain the selling prices of foreign com- 
maodities in the market. Now, he differed entirely from the Se- 
nator from Kentucky, and maintained that when they weie 
askedta employ a clerk, they had a right toask far what ob- 
ject the clerk was to. be employed, and decide whether they 
would authorize the committee to employ one or not. Asto 
the mere object of employing a clerk to copy the correspon- 
dence of merchants and others in order to ascertain the home 
valuation of imported goods for the last year or eighteen 
months, what could that effect? What are tho circumstances 
that control prices and make them vary at New Orleans, New 
York, Charleston, and different other points? The prices may 
be collected bya clerk, but they will be deceptive, because 
the reasons and circumstances controlling them will not be 
presented, As tothe assurance given by the Senator from 
Kentucky, that no high tariltis contemplated, and to furnish 
grounds for argument in favor ofa high tariffis not the present 
o' ject, “he may tell that to the marines.” How can they main- 
tain their present expenditures of twenty-five millions with- 
out a high tariff? Te would venture to sa that no free list 
that contd be now taxed at the limitation ofthe Compromise act, 

according to the business of the country, after a reasonable al- 
lowance thie debts contracted, could’ raise the revenue past 
twenty millions. The very highest calculation that can be made of 
foreign imports, is one hundred and five millions of dollars, and 


„that, to give a revenue of twenty-five millions, must be taxed 


twenty-six percent. "Phe twenty per cent, of the Compromise 
act, wi is one-fifth of the whole home value, would give but 
twenty millions of revenue; and twenty per cent. in comparison 
with the duty in other e ries, is enormous. In Great Britain 
ion per cent. is considered too high as a general rate, ‘The 
onty wayin which the home valuation could be ascertained 
was by adding the foreign invoice price to the expense of im- 
portation; and he trusted that all who were oppose to the 
scheme of home valuation which had keen proposed, would 
place upon it the seal of condenmation. 

Mr. CLAY differed from the Senator from South Carolina as 
to twenty, ov even thirty per cent. being an extravagant duty, 
Bur han it come to this, that the Senator was oppesed toa duty 
on imports to supply the wants of the Treasury? He thou i 
that the gentleman had better revi. w some of bis forme: of 
pions expressed in the Senate. Free trade, with him. was at 
one time the greatest of all b'essi was relied upen to 
give to South Carolina a share of bnefi‘s, Butshs had had a 
moiety of free trade for eight or ten years; and where did she 
sand) Her great staple was at a lower price than it had been 
since the late war with Great Britain; and this was the result of 
the policy of the Senator. 

Mr. CALIOUN replied, and remarked that they might raise 
ices as high as they nleased, according to the system ‘of home 
yalnation proposed, by laying on duties, and the next year 
would be another increase of duties; and vet they were called 
on to authorize the eormmiitee to employ a clerk for the purpose 
ining the home valnation! Ifthe simple method of 
ainina the trae heme valuation--hy adding the foreign 
e price to the expenses of importation—shonld he de- 
parted from, the effect world be that gentlemen would go fairly 
fo work to ncreagg the tarif so as to bring tbeir home valna- 
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than they did under the system of the Senator from Kentucky, 
notwithstanding the difficulties abroad. It was too late to 
speak against free trade. The tonnage, foreign and domestic, 


| 


had nearly. doubled -from what it was during the preceding . 
nine years; the industry of the country was going on, and i 
was nevel more active and progressive than it was.at the pre+ 
sent time.. Men of intelligence had said that free trade was . 
good: for them and for the cotton business, and all who trans- 
acted business on their own capital desired no change, and all 
this resulted from the operation of free trade. The gentleman 
from Kentucky. was behind the time, and he might as well at- 
tempt. to step the Mississippi as to attempt to control the cur- 
rent of free trade; and it was notin the power of any man 
to resist the progress which Providenee had intended should 


0.00. aa 
i Mr. WRIGHT said that the Secretary of the Senate had al. 
ways had copying done whether it was desired by the commit- 
tees to which he had been attached, and he thought that thas 
might now be performed without authorizing the committee to 
employ a clerk for that purpose. He did not believe that any. 
clerk could facilitate for one hour the examination into. laws, . 
for no member of the committee wouldact upon the judgment 
of the clerk; and he would suggest that, if circyars were to he 
sent from the committee, the best mode would be to publish 
them at once, and let them go to all, and the committees 
would receive answers from those to whom they might 
be sent; there would then beno ground for the charge of parti» 
ality. pe 

Mr. BUCHANAN wanted to submit a few words, as the law- 
yers would say, to “exclude a conclusion,” He was consulted 
a few days ago,.as to whether he would be willing to employ a 
clerk; and he answered, from courtesy, that if a majority 
thought a clerk to be necessary, he would vote for ove. But 
he protested against any attempt, in either quarter of the Senate, 
to create a discussion as to a home valuation, on the simple 
proposition to employ a clerk. Jie wished to carry out fairly 
the principles of the Compromise act; and if the Committee on 
Manufactnies thought that they could get such information as 
would benefit him, he would he extremely happy in their ste: 
cess. When the tariff question came up, he would be pre ared 
to express his opinions upon the subject; and he believed that 
ifa little forbearance was exercised, the question would, toward 
the end of the session, settle itself. He showed that, under ex: 
isting laws, our debt would already amount to $17,000,000, that 
no member of either House, so far as he knew, wasin favor of 
an annually increasing debt; that all preferred the imposition 
of increased duties on imports to borrowing more and mere mo» 
ney; and all were willing to provide in this manner for the ne- 
ceasary wants ofthe Government, That even after the pro- 
ceeds of the public lands should be recalled, and the expendi- 
tures of the Government reduced by a wise economy, it would 
still be necessary to impose additional revenue duties to meet 
the necessities of the Government, and in this he was persuaded 
no Senator would object, . aa 

Mr. CLAY continued the debate, and in the course of his re- 
marks, said that, for some days past, he had had under conside- 
ration the general subject of economy and retrenchment, co far 
as Congress could take cognizance of the subject; but this could 
not be carried out, without the co-operation of the Executive; 


and unless gentlemen on the other side, by wooing 
and courting him, could get hold of his practical 
aid. He heard it said the other day by a Loco Foco 


friend, “We hold you (the Whigs) yesponsible for taking 
the President by the jaws;he vetoed your Bank bilis, and we 
Like him for that; and, whenever he does any thing to please us, 
we flatter him for the act.” (Laughter.) But the resolutions 
which he had drawn up this morning provided for the reduc- 
tion of the exepenses of the two Houses of Congress, and con- 
templated a reduction and regulation of the mileage of mem- 
bers. It was the first of the series of propositions which he in- 
tended to submit. 

Mr. SIMMONS roplied to the Senator from South Carolina, 
and said that a specific home valuation would make duties uni- 
formin every section of the country. At the present time not 
one half of the legal rate of duty was paid, and the American 
merchant had been driven out of market by the competition of 
the foreign manufacturers, who resorted to many devices to ac- 
complish that object; and the only purpose he had in asking for 
a clerk, was to got at the amount, and what rate of duty should 
be levied on foreign goods. ‘They might as well give foreigners 
the power to fix the rateofduty as give them the power to fix 
the value, for which he,would not give a pin, as he had reason to 
believe that these foreigners were not always actuated by honest 
motives; and he would assure gentlemen that, in asking for a 
clerk to enable the committee to ascertain the amount of mer» 
chandise,and to fixthe home valuation, they had no intentien 
whatever to fix che valuation a farthing beyond the actu- 
al vaine of the goods. He challenged the Senator from 
South Carolina to name the article to whieh they could not affix 
a fair value Take cotton forinstance. Could they not fix a 
fair market value without inconvenience? Take coal. What 
was the value of a chaldron of coal at New Castle, in England? 
Not two dollars. Put the duty at forty centa,and that would 
give two dollars and forty cents to value, which, at twenty per 
cent. duty, would yield forty-eight cenis; and coal was now 
selling at from eight to ten dollars per ton: So far as he was 
informed, there was not collected from the revenue a sufficien- 
cy of money to administer the Government with economy; and 
did any one suppose that they could reduce the expenditures 
below thirteen milions? There was, therefore, a great deal of 
lahor to be performed; they wanted to ascertain the market va~ 
Ine of imported goods, and what the rates amounted to before 
valuation, and put it before Senators, that they might see for 
themselves. Twenty percent on the valuation of articles, ho- 
neatly levied, was better for the producers of Ametican fabrics, 
than any advantage which they had heretofore enjoyed. 

Mr. LINN was perfectly satisfied that apy committee that 
would do its duty could get along without a clerk; but he pre- 
sumed that this commiitee would go to work con amore in the 
matier, and therefore needed no a istance In the manner de- 
sired. With regard to the reduction of milage, alinded to by 
the Senator froin Kentucky, he would give his assent to it, but 
he wouid also require that every man who left bis business in 
the Senate to attend to his farm or to his law business, should 
be reported and published as a deserter, and would compel alk 
to dotheir business. JIe would also assist in placing the Impro- 
per use of stationery in ifs true light; for he knew of members 
of Congress who, hefore quitting this body, teok cart loads of 
stationery to last them for years, Hehad no doubt that the Se- 
nator from Rhode Island would present his own view of the sub- 
ject, but he would be watched by him (Mr. Linn) as chairman 
of the Committee on Agricuiture. He would, asa matter of 
courtesy. give to that gentleman every book, and a clerk, ang 


every ther facility which he required, 


iM. SEVIER did not believe that there was a necessity for a 
Clerk, and. he-would oppose the motion. Everytime he came 
here, he was followed by five or six applicants for clerkships, 
who wanted something to live on. During this session they 
had been importumed morning after morning, to appoint a clerk 
Ou: the. Pension Committee, but the committee refused to meet 


zys Me application; and if this matter should be investigated, i: no 


doubt would be ascertained that the Senator had been annoyed 
_ by some starving applicant for a clerkship on the Committee on 
‘Manufactures. He would not consent to employ a clerk to 
write circulars to persons on one side only of the tariff question, 
and he was sorry that the Senators from Missouri and Penn- 
sylvania (Messrs. Linn and BucHanan) were going to vote for 
a'clerk out of courtesy. He would not do it, and in saying this 
he meont no disrespect to his friend from Rhode Island. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON was sorry that the Senator from Ar- 
kansas had said that the object in asking for a clerk was to ena 
ble the Committee on Manufactures to present a one sided ab- 

Jeet; and he hoped that the Senator did not attribute such an un- 
worthy motive to his friend from Rhode Island. When the ta- 
riff question should come up, ke would express his opinions 
Upon the subject; but, on the motion asking for a clerk, he 
thought that the discussion was unnecessary. The simple 
question now was, not whether they weuld alter one principle 
connected with tariff, but merely to employ assistance to eaable 
the committee to ascertain a uniform home valuationon fo- 
reign, goods. He believed that a clerk was wanted, and 
therefore he would sustain the motion of the Senator from 
Rhode Island. 4 

Mro- SEVIER was very much astonished to hear the 
Senator from Connecticut speak about his imputing im- 
Proper motives to the committee; if he had done so, the 
chairman would have responded to it. ‘He would not ask the 
Senator to bea volunteer in this matter, as he had made no 
allusion to unworthy motives; but he had opposed the ap- 


pointment of a clerk, because he thought it to be unneces ` 


sary. ‘the committee had never hada clerk from the ume 
of its origin, to the present time. The chairman had as 
much physical strength and as much skill as any body, But 
he would ask. Senators whether. they understood him as impu- 
ting unworthy motives to the chairman of the commiuee? Not 
one would say that he did. When he listenéd to the specch of 
_ the Senator, he attempted to analyse it, but he could not, and 
all hé could learn from his remarks was, that he had addressed 
. 0 interrogatory to him as to the imputation of improper mo- 


uves, 

"Mr. HUNTINGTON observed that when he delivered his 
< few remarks, he put no interrogatory to the Senator, but had 
- merely sail that he was sorry that the Senator had spoken ofa 
one-sided object in asking for the appointment ofa clerk, and 

hoped that the Scnator imputed no improper motives to the 
chairman of the committee. His remarks were before the Se- 
nate, and whether they wereapplicable or not, the Senate could 
determine, If they were not understood by the Senator, he 
(Mr. Huntineron) was not iesponsible for that. 

“Mr. SEVIER did not suppose that the Senator was, nor was 
-he (Mr. Sever) responsible for them; but if the Senator did 

not intend to discuss the tariff, why did he torture his (Mr. Sz 

» WipR’s) remarks. 

; Mr. HUNTINGTON said thathe had done no such thing. 
«oP My. MANGUM continued the debate. He rose for the pur- 
pose of replying toa remark made by the Senator from Mis- 

A peas INN,Jand the Senator from Arkansas, [Mr. Sr. 
VIER, 

. lina as the author or advocate of a measure which had increased 
the clerks in the service of the Government. Mr. M. had origi- 
nated no such object, and his support of it had passed almost 
entirely from his memory. He did, however, remember of 

‘having voted for a bill to add some clerks to one of the Depart. 
‘menia, And why was it done? For what purpose? He voted 

- toraise the Department to a state of activity and usetulness, 
which the negligence and extravagance of the late Administra- 
tion had swamped. i 

Mr. M. briefly commented upon the remarks which Sena 
tors upon all sides of the Senate had imade in reference to 
economy and extravagance. ‘To have heard these remarks 
one would suppose that Senators in the opposition had had 
no opportunity to retrench the expenditures of the Govern- 
ment. Why had they now moved for the first time in this 
matter, and manifested no such zeal in regard to economy 
when they had the power to do so in reality for years, when 
administering the affairs of the Government? Gentlemen 
had hitherto stood by and folded their arms, and they now rose 
and talked of estimates, and accused him of extravagance, 
when he had only labored to lift the Post Office Department cut 
of difficulties into which it bad been plunged by the Adminis- 
tration. Mr. M. then pledged himself, if no other Senator 
would move in this matter. to make an earnest of his intentions 
in regard to economy by bringing in a bill to reduce the ex- 
penses of the Government thirty-three and a third per cent. 
He would begin with Congress with the per diem of members, 
and thus strike atthe rootoftheevil, There was no other way, 
unless the Executive would co-operate with Congress to accom- 
plish thie. Mr. M. also spoke playfully of the relationship the 
Executive had tothe Opposition party, and the embarrassments 
under which the Whig party labored in being compelled to as- 
sume the responsibilities of the Government with an Executive 
not co-operating with his friends. 

Mr. LINN observed that hehad heard with surprise the de- 
yunciations made by the Senator from North Carolina and his 
friends against the late Administration, after the recent exem- 
plifications of Whig economy, reform, and retrenchment. The 
Senator thinks, aliough he voted for twenty additional Whig 
clerks for the Pot Office Department, at the extra session, in 
place of the retrenchment of that number, made by the late Ad- 
ministration, it was not he who introduced the proposition. 
Now, whether he introduced it or not, he and his friends were 
responsible for the proposition. Ee { Mr. Jinn] had a distinct 
yecollection of the few remarks he made on that occasion, and 
that he then exposed the sort of reform and retrenchment the 
great Whig party had in view. g 3 

The Senator from North Carolina had said much in favor of 
consistency. The less the Senator and his friends vid about 
that the better. If they are in difficulties and dilemmas, it is 
their own fault. It is’ in vain they attempt to throw the blame 
ontheir own President; they knew betore the Presidential 
election they could do nothing with a candidate whose princi- 
ples were notshrouded in mystery. They had to take up one 
whose opinions conid be represented in our State as one 
thing, and in another as the reverse, and in this way 
they continued to secure their great victory, But their 


both of whom had named the Senator from North Care." 
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President did- not live tojgive them an opportunity of 
showing the country how their discordant elements were to 
work under his administration. Their present President is also 
one of their own selection. He (Mr. Linn) had seen recently, 
in the public papers, that the Tennessee Whigs had deputed 
the Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. CLAY; Jand the Senator from 
South Carolina, [Mr. Preston,] to take care of their interests. 
The selection was a happy exemplificasion of the checks and 
balances of Whig principles. The Scnator from Kentucky was 
for an old-fashioned Bask of the United States; the Senator from 
South Carolina was against it. The Senator from Kentucky 
was for a high tariff; the Senator from South Carolina was for 
a low one, or none et all, if possible. And so it was upon every 
great measure of Whig policy. In saying this, he had not the 
slightest intention of saying any thing personally offensive—he 
merely meant to exemplify the working of Whig principles. 
It might be charged by the gentleman on him (Mr. Linn) 
that in 1836-7 he had voted for an increase to the salaries of of- 
ficersin the employ of Government. So he dic; and, under 
similar circumstances, would do it again. Such was the con- 
dition to which an inflated bank currency hed brought every 
thing then, that some change in the salaries of the public ser- 
vants was demanded in justice,.to adapt the means of living to 
the artificial prices of the necessaries of life. The circum- 
stances of the present time are altogether different, Andin any 
practical move ofgeneral retrenchment and reform, he will be 
peasy to vote with the Senator whenever his proposition is ma- 
tured, 

Mr, BUCHANAN said that it had gone abroad that he had 
much influence with the President of the United States; and 
that the Senator from Kentucky (Mr. Cray] was the author of 
the report, forin describing an imaginary scence supposed by 
the Senator as pessible to haye taken place at the Executive 
mansion, the Senator had put into his mouth a much more êlo- 
quentspeech than he couldhave made himseif. Ashe had ne- 
ver contradicted thispicture of the imagination, some persors 
had taken it for granted that it was true, and, as a consequence 
he had received letters from applicants for cffice, asking him to 
interfere in their behalf; and bardly a day passed without re- 
ceiving letters ofa similar import. The picture was not only 
a fancy sketch, buthe did not see the President until some 
days after it wasdrawn, aud then he thanked him, in the nam2 
of the people, for his vetoof the Bank bill, which he had 
since been informed, not one man in the Senate approved. Bo 
he hoped that the rumer would not go abroad that he had any 
influence with the President. He then replied to Mr. Manerm 
upon the subject of reform. 

After a fow remarks hy Messrs. MANGUM, WOODBURY, 
HUNTINGTON, and SIMMONS, the question was taken upon 
the motion of Mr. SIMMONS to employ a clerk, and it was 
decided in the affirmative—yeas 25, nays 14, as- follows: 

Y&AS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Buchg- 
nan,Choate, Clay, Clayton, Evans, Graham, Huntington, Linn, 
Mangum, Merrick, Morehead, Porter, Prentiss. Preston, Sim- 
inons, Southard, Tallmadge, White, Woodbridge, and Young 
—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Berrien, Calhoun, Fulton, 
King, McRoberts, Pierce, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Smith 
of Indiana. Walker, Woodbury, and Wright—14. 

Mr. MERRICK submitted the following, to be added to the 
joint rules of the two Houses, viz: “No amendment which pro- 
poses to appropriate money not called for by pre-existing laws, 
shall be made or raised in either House to general appropria- 
tion bills;” but before the question was taken, 

The Senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
TAURSDAY, Febru 3, 1842 

The Journal of yesterday was raeo approved 

Mr. COWEN of Ohio, on leave, moved a change of refe- 
rence of certain papers; Which was agreed to. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, on leave given, presented the memorial 
of the Bank of the Metropolis, praying a modification of their 
charter. If this was done at all, it should be done, Mr, U, 
sail, before the first day of March. 

The memorial was referred to the Committee fax the District. 
of Celumbia. 

Several members, whom the Reporter in the confusion of 
the House could neither see nor hear, presented certain pa- 
pers, &c. 

My. ALLEN asked the unanimous consent of the House to 
introduce the report and resolutions of the Legislature of the 
Siateof Maine thata military read may be made from some 
paint in the sett'ed part of the State to Fort Kent, or to some 
other point on the river St. John. Objections were made, but 
withdrawn at thesuggestion of Mr. A. who that it was a 
subject of great im nee, touching the national r 
the road was imperiously necessary to the military posts inthe 
northeastern section of the Union, vell as to our fellow citi- 
zens in the Madawaska. and Ar settlements. Anathe 
resolutions were ordered to be printed, and referred to the Coin- 
mittee on Military A 

On leave given, petitions were presented by the following 
members, and were appropriately refer 
Mr. MALLORY presented the memorial ofa number of citi- 
engof Norfolk; which was referred to the Committee on Revo- 
lationary Claims. 

Also. the petition of I$. A, Hatum, andof 

Mr. SOLLERS presented the peitien ¢ 
of Benjamin Hod 

The following resolution, one of th 
ADAMS as calling for information indis 
(but by inadverteuce put sd on yesier 
andadopted without a divisi 

Resolved, That the Pres! - 
ed Lo cause te be communicated to this aot incempat- 
ble with the public interest, copies ofany a tch or despaiches 
received from Andrew Stevenson, Minister of the United States 
at the Court of Great Britain, relating to any letter or ictters 
written by him in March, 1841, to Isaac Huti, then commander 
of the squadron in the Mediterranean, together with copies of 
the said ietter or letters, and of the reasons gned by the said 
Stevenson, ifany, for writing them. 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia gave notice that on to-morrow he 
will ask leave to introduce a bill to provide for the payment of 
certain losses incurred by volunteer soldiers in the United States 
service. 

Mr. BENJAMIN RANDALL gave notice that he would 
hereafter ask leave to introduce a bill regulating the tak 
of testimony in cases of contested elections, and fer oiler pur- 
poses, £ 


Ak 


Cowper. 
Jatnarine, widow 


wesented by Mr. 


eta his de 
¥,) Was taken up 


es 


CUSTOM: HOUSE INVESTIGATION.) © ss: 
Mr. LINN, fromthe Committee on Public Expenditures, 
asked leave to introdtice a- resélution from thè- Committee °on 
Public Expenditures, calling, on the Secretary of the Trea: 
sury to communicate’ the report of the commissioners àp? 
pointen to ińvesügate the-affaira of the New York custom 
LOWE, Ñ ange TT a ng 
Objecte to. eer x 
Mr. MASON of Ghio asked leave to 
Mr. FESSENDEN objected. " N : 
Mr. W. W. IRWIN asked leave to présent certain jeint reso: 
lutions from the Legislature of Penusyivania, on 1 
Mr. FESSENDEN objected. 
QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE. ` 


present a’petition. 


The SPEAKER announced the unfinished business‘to ke the 


following resolution heretofore offered by Mr. GILMER: 

Resolved, That, in presenting to the consideration of this 
House a petition Jor the dissolution of the Union, the member 
from Massachaseits [Mr. Avame) has justly incurred thécen- 
snre of this House 

To which resolution Mr. T, F. Marsuauy had heretbfore 
offeredthe following as a substitute amendment: 

Whereas the Federal Constitution is a permanent forr 
Government and of perpetual obligation, until altered or y 
Gified in the moge pointed out by that instrument, ‘and the 
members of this House, deriving their political character ang 
powers from the same, are swora to supportit, and the dissolu- 
tiou of the Union necessarily implies the destruction of that in- 
strument, the overthrow of the American Republic, and the 
extinction of our national existence: A proposition, therefore, 
to the Representatives of the people, to dissolve the organie law 
framed by their constituents, and to sgpport which they are 
commanded by those constituents to be. sworn, before they can 
enter upon the execution of the political powers created by it, 
and entrusted to them, isa high breach of: privilege, “a con- 
temptoffered to this House, a direct. proposition to the Legis- 
lature and each member of ìt, to commit petjury; and involves, 
necessarily, in itsexecution and its ‘consequences, the destruc- 
tion of our country and the crime of high treason, $ 

Resolved, therefore, That the Hoa, Joan QUINCY ADAMI, 
member frum Massachusetts, in presenting for the considera» 
tion of the House of Representatives of the United States a pê- 
tition praying for (he dissoiution of the Union, has offered’ the 
deepest indignity to the House of which heis a member, an in- 
sulite the people of the United States of which that House is 
tne Legislative organ, and will, if this outrage be permitted to 
paes uurebuked and unpunished, have disgraced his country, 
through their Representatives, in the eyes of the whole world, 

Resolved, further, That the aforesaid JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, 
for ihis insult, the firstof the kind ever offered to the Govern- 
inent, and for the wound which he has permitted to beaimed, 
igh his instrumentality, at the Constitution and existence 
county, the peace, the security, and liberty of the people 
of these Staes, might well be held.to merit expulsion from the 
national councils, andthe House deem it an act of grace and 
mercy when they only inflict upon him their severest censure 
for conduct so utterly unworthy of his past relations to the State 
and his present position. This they hereby do for the mainte- 
nance of their own purity and dignity; for the yest, they turn 
him over to hisown conscience, and the indignation of all true 
American citizens. 3 

Ty which amendment, ard as a substitute for the whcle, 
Mr. Summers had yesterday offered the following amend- 
ment: 

“phat a select committee be appointed to'take into conside- 
fation the contempt aud breach of privilege alleged to have 
been committed by Joas Quincy ADAMS, & member of this 
House, in presenting a petition, on the 24th day of January 
last, purporting to be signed by a certain citizens of Massa- 
chusetts, praying that Congress should take suitable measures 
for the peaceable dissolution of the Union; and tbat it be the 
duty of said committee to consider and report whether any, ang 
fany what, further procecdings.should be taken by the House 
in the mauer of said alleged contempt and breach of privilege; 
and ifthe said committee shall be of opinion that any action on 
the part. of the House in relation to the presentation of sard 
petition by the said JOHN Quincy ADAMS be proper and expe- 
dient, then that the said committee do further report, what; in. 
their opinion, will be the best and most appropriate mode of 
conducting the proceedings of the House in relation thereto, 
he powers and duty of the House, the pre- 
amentary usage, and the rights of the member 


accused.” 
Nr. GILMER then rose t 
commenced the day previons, but observed that previously to 


rose to resume the speech which he had 


ate that, as the mover of the original 
sition which had giyen rise to this entire proceeding, he 
was willing now, a all that had been said and done, to 
withdravy ihe resolution he bad offered, and which, together 
the amendments proposed by the gentleman from Ken» 
ky, was now under consideration by the House, provided 
he honorable gentleman from Massachusetts was willing, 
part, to withdraw (he petition he had offered praying for 
dation of the Union. : 
ADAMS replied. In the face of this Iouse, yesterday, I 
1. with a solemn appeal to my God, thas in presenting 
Thadacted under a serse of duty from which E 
seif. ‘bat is the answer I give'to: the 
. who heard it. aes 
Yam not likely to withdraw the re- 
} by a sense of duty as high, 
‘red as that whith tho gentleman from Mas- 

to evere in urging and supporting the 
te to tho House. site i 
; y, that the proposition was a simple 
that it was p iehigible, and was incapable of he- 
pprehended; that the object, and that the whole ob- 
veht, Was apparent on ‘its face. Thatjitmay ene 
y recoliccteg by the House, I wilt now ask that it be 
Fee orion h ead, as follows: 

The reso i ras here Yi Bi = 7 
pve ree thats i presenting té the cope denver of this 
Fouse a petition for the dissolution of the Union, the member 
from Massachusetts (Mr, Apams] hasjustty incurred the cen- 
sure of this House.} . 

li is forthe presenting 0 


0, he desired t¢ 


dez i 
the petition, 
could not dispense m 
gentleman from V 

{ 


f such a petition, iid asking ibis 
i i entloman has- incurre: 
uso to- consider it, I say the gentlema 
wpe Saet censure of this Llouse and of uiis nation. As Í observed 
yesierday, the resolution contemplates the infliction ofno pun- 
“Îshment, save that public indignation which such an act merits, 
and the expression of the censure of this House, J maintain 


> would give me far more pleasure to refer to that he pursued 


206. 


that, by the act of the gentleman. from Massachusetts, this 
House has been placed iù a position in whichit is. compelled to 
give a public expression of its.opinion, either approving or cen- 
suring it. Why, then, these expressions, used. by the gentle-. 
man and his friends.here, about “ pains and penalties?” To 
hear the language employed Ly some of those. who have ad- 
dressed the House, one would suppose that the Newgate calen- 
dar. was haunting their dreams. ARSA a 

These expressions have no. warrant in any thing 1 have said, 
nor in the resolution I have offered to this Honse. `'The gentle- 
man from Massachusetts insists most strenuously on his right to 
defend himself. Why has he.not done it?’ How often has he 
not addressed the House? Again and again has he most ably, 
most eloquently, and most dexterously defended himself here 
with ali the ingenuity and-power for which he is so justly. dis- 
tinguished. 1 regret very much that-any necessity should be 
laid upon me to refer to the gentloman’s: previous. course : it 


yesterday; but I am really compelled, by the circumstances 
of the case, to look a little at the gentieman’s previous declara- 
tions. 

The gentleman has defied this House and its censure, in so 
many words. Hehas again andagain declared here sentiments 
which I regard as fatal tothe Union. I shall not refer to them 
all: Speaking of what these petitioners ask for at the harids of 
this Fouse, the gentleman told us that “the time for action had 
not yet come;” plainly intimating that such time would come, 
and that when it did come fe should be prepared to act. Pur- 
ing the late extra session, and again now, the gentleman has re- 
ferred to the interposition of the treaty-making power; and he |! 
has said that, in a certain emergency, this Government can, | 
throagh the agency of that power, emancipate the slaves of 
the South and of the West. He repeats that position: but I 
will notdwell for a moment npon the ide As soon as it was j! 
uttered, J meade an effint tu dismiss it from my mind as quickly 
as possible:.the recurrence of it gives me the deepest pain. 
Has he not avowed the sentiment that there cxist under this Go- 
vernment grievances which “must and shall be redressed— 
peaceably if they can, forcibly if they must?’ T refer to these 
things nut with a view to connect them with any charge which 
may have been preferred against the gentleman, or of noticing 
their evil example and pernicious tendency; that is a question 
between the gentleman and the country; what I want is, to show 
that, in coming to a decision in regard to this resoludon, it is 
proper to consider the entire debate, with all that which has very 
improperly been connected with the simple question originally 
presented. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts tells us that it is only 
the right of petition he is now contending for; but 1 do not 
regard this question as involving whe mere right of petition: 
had that been ali, I mighton this occasion, as on most others, 
have retained my seat. But this Union is. not endeared to 
the South only: it is equally endeared to the West, to the 
Worth, and to the Bast; and the question now beige us 
touches that Union, and not the mere right of petition, Dur- 
ing the course of the debate reference was had be several 
gentlemen to the course of South Carolina on a certain me- 
morable occasion, and to the opinion avowed by one of the 
Representatives from that State [Mr. Rurrr] on this Noor, 
as wellas by others not on this floor. Why were these re- 
ferences made? Vo they not imply thatthe subject of the 
union of the States is one far too sacred to be tampered with 
Do they not imply a consciousness of more or less of guilt in 
every proposition to destroy the Union? And must the gentle- 
man from Massachused’s be. excused for having here made 
himself the organ of men avowedly hosnle to the Union, be- 
Cause others may, at other times, have avowed sinitar hostili- 
ty? It cannot be necessary that 1 should delend those gentle 
men here: they are abundantly capable of defending themselves. 

Suppoze, for illustration, that the gentemas from Massachu- 
setts, instead of presenting this pecan, should have offered a 
reavhution inthe same terms, and had moved its reference to a 
select committee, with instructions similar to these he indica- 
ted at the time of presenting this memorial, What diference 
would there be between offering a resolution and offering the 
gelbsame propositions ina petition? {t is not the oulward 
form, it is the substance, the design, the tendency of the propo- 
sition, which I hope this House will w e there 
is nota menber of this body who wor have he- 
sitated to vole a e re on the geni Sut so far ashe 
is conceraed 1 ma iy the same, and 
that the course of this e be the suine alse, 

Tam unwilling to Y iven here t the 
whole subject npon the fable as Inc ve ef any Guucurrence 
ox sympathy of any gentleman on this floor on the object oi 
these peutioners: farfrom it To trustibat, nouwithstanding lo- 
cal, sectional, or political projed “id exciton which 
may prevail among us, the spiris of seventy-six and of ejghtye |] 
seven is hut yet extinct in these Hals. H may slumber, but it 
still lives, and it may be aroused when shall arise a fit aecasion 
for iigacdon. And is not ibis a fit occasion? 

A proposition was made by colleague |M 
day to commit the whole subject to i k 
measure is urged on the d that it 
peace, Bat Lask my colleagi ether i 
thio: to restore peace here, and confidence 
assure the hopes and to allay the arous 
Jove this Union, js nos to pass the 
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many of whom have expy of peinis 
connected with it, Would any time be gainedb w com- 
miting the subject? But it might be said that this was pro- 


posed with a viewto obtaina cooler and more dispassionate 
expression of opinion, But how would it work? The commit- | 
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tee would retire to their room; there they would discuss what 
was to be discussed, and consider what was to be considered, 
and finally furnish an elaborate report recommending that the 
gentleman fiom Massachusetts should or should not be cen- 
sured, And would the question be elucidated by such a pro- 
cess? Would a decision upon it be-any nearer than it wasat 
present? Nota whit. The whole wouid operate merely as a 
measure of delay and of defeat. When the report came in, the 
debate would at once be renewed (which now happily seemed 
tobe neare close,) and perhaps with increased excitement. 
Mr. G.could see nothing to be gained by. such a proceed- 


sing; but, on the- contrary, thought he could see that by itthe 


very end desired might bejeoparded, ifnot in the end defeated 
entirely. 

AS H the questions of privilege, and the precedents to which 
his colleague’s resolution referred, Mr. G. when the House ad- 
journed, was calling its attention, andespecially that of the gen- 
‘ileman from Massachusetts himself, to the report of a select 
committee of the Senate of the United States in the celebrated 
cage of John Smith. He would now detain the House by refer- 
ring to one or two other. passages of that report. The docu- 
ment was ably drawn elaborately drawn—the whole question 
of privilege was fully and laboriously argued. Mr. G. here 
quoted the language of the report, which, in one place repro- 
pated the idea of “offering the crutches of the judicial t 
as an apology for crippling the Congressional power of expul- 
sion,” and argued that the power of Congress to penish, must 
ssarily he discretionary, because it could not be brought 
within the provisions of any general reles; and that the power 
would “be rendered nugatory by delay’’--a passage which Mr, 
G, emphasized, as being pregnant with meaning, and full-of in- 
struction bearing on the present case. After examining Ame- 
rican presedents and Brinsh precedents, the report came to the 
conclusion thatthe power of Congress to punish its own mem. 
bers wassustained by the Constitution, and by precedents, Bri- 
tish and American. He quoted the resolution, which closed by 
a recommendation to the Senaie; which was,that the ac- 
cused, by participating in Burrs conspiracy, had been 
guilty of conduct incompatible with the station and duty 
of a Senator, and that therefore, he be expelled. ‘Ihis 
resolution received a majority of 19 votes to 10, One more 
vote would have carried it. And, as Mr. G. understood, even 
this vote was obtained only by one or two of the Senators leav- 
ing their seats under a pledge given to them that, if not actually 
expelled, Smith would immediately resign his seat. My. G. 
therefore considered the circumstances as amounting to a vire 
tual expulsion, in compliance with the recommendation of the 
report. In the list of yeas the name of the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts stood first. 

The charge against John Smith, said Mr. G. is similar, ia one 
regpect, to several which have been referred to during the 
course of this debate: the crime committed wasnot committed 
in the face of the body—not during actual sitting of the Senate: 
it was committed in the country, where a criminal prosecution 
against the offender had actually been commenced. Yet still, 
inthe estimation of the gentleman from Massachusetts, that 
formed no warrant for the Senate’s staying the exercise of its 
primitive power. Where were, at that time, (he qualms. the 
doubts, the scruples of the gentleman from Massachusetts as 
to the power of the Houses of Congress to censure one of their 
own members? Where were his sympathies with the accused 
“felons,” of whom he has now so pathetically spoken? Here 
was an American citicen arraigned before the criminal courts, 
and also arraigned before the Senate, on charges which, if sus- 
tained, woul expose him to the heaviest penalties of the crimi 
nallaw. But thig case had been already argued, and as Tam 
unwilling to consume any of the time of the House unnecessa. 
rity, Twill forbear. 

is the freedom af opiniqggef these forty-six men of Haverhnll 
impaired by the propositi have moved in the slightest de- 
gree? Do you, by adopting that resolution, restrict their right 
or the free use and enjoyment of their judg- 
ments, their tongues, ar their pens? Wall they not be exactly 
as free after that resolution shall have been adopted, or the 
amendment proposed by the honorable gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, (Mr, Marsnane.) to think, to speak, and to write, 

they were before? Itis not my purpose to invade that 
acred of all nis, the right of consci No, Our 
or the but with the 


i 
d 


wow We must 
you please, but 
{OY posnrone, or Jay ou the tedle; 
nth have no personal object to 
tleman from Massachusetts; he 
Wwe UG Ppleasnre in contrasting 
oustwilight of the 
Let it I 


oughtto be aware of tha 
the present with the ps 
setting sna with its n; 
hall aith 


i venerable pt 
sadly. with all def 
compedle 
ition in regard to bims 


anc 
bim, pe 


f have dona. 
ivion--over these 
e become a part 
ther Į nor any 


responsi- 


one p 
ibite him: 


rhetorician. 
nd assures ushe loves the 
can by 
> or three 


sah far too 
ir jis perpetuity £ 
g for certain infor which he says is 
cessary to hisdefence. Yshall not detain the House to read 
resolations; but Task, if the gendeman isto be consider- 
ed here as an arraigned criminal, whether these matters can 
possibly be important to his defence? 

The gentleman speaks of certain political and paity combi- 


< 


biiy imp: 


nations, of an unholy alliance, of the union of the most dis- 
cordant and heterogeneous materials. Now, though I am 
aware healluded to myself, I shal] not stop to consider such ine 
sinuations; he is at perfect liberty to: attribute to my agency in: 
this affair just whatmotives he. pleases, and. to aserthe it to just” 
-such sort-of combinations as he chooses to Put together, to 
shall not stop or stoop to defend myself, ñor ce Lhold it neces- 

` sary that [should defend other gentlemen. s 

What, 1 ask, ix any party to gain from agitating a question” 

like this? -A -party question? What party can gain by itt. 
All men of all parties must soon lose whatever js dear. to 
them if the design of these petitioners is to be accomplished, 
What! is there no periodin the history of this Re} ublic 
when the demon of patty=spirit may receive a rebuke? “None 
when patiiouism may refuse to listen: to the selfish. feeling of 
the polidcal partisan? If there be, surely the present is such 
a moment. ‘ : 


The gentleman from Massachusetts has sounded all. the 
“depths and shoals of honor,” he has reached the zenith of his 
political destiny, and again receded: he figure here amid scenes 
in this Hall of which his country will judge. IsHould be glad 
if he had furnished no occasion for such proceedings. Glad 
should J have been had he always acted in thet spirit of that 
disavowal he has once made here. The gentleman has had it 
in his power again and again to save the time occupied in this dis- 
cussion, which he professes to think so valuable’ if he had con- 
sented to withdiaw the petition he might havevended this whole 
affair, and passed the residue ofhis time ameng us as an Ameri- 
cancitizen entitled to our regard. + ; 

Ishall not discuss the rightof petition: by no means: al- 
though I do consider that very many and very gross errors pre- 
vail in regard to that right. The ght of petition is avery dif- 
ferent thing, here, under our free Republican Covstitu- 
tion, and under the arbitrary and despoiic Governments of 
Europe, There, the subject humbly approaches the 
throne of the monarch with a prayer; he asks a boon, a 
favor, @ grace at the handsof his ruler, and heasks it humbly. 
But here a petitioning cititizen is cne cf (hat mass of society 
which has created the Government, and which has undis- 
puted power to alter, to amend, and to control it, He stands 
here, as the monarch stands there. He is commander-in- 
chief: he is represented on this floor; his voice is heard here, 
and his power felt: he has aright to speak through his repre 
sentative; he does speak, and his voice is heard and obeyed. 
He does not come before this House begging. favors, bat as de- 
manding his rightsas a freeman, as one of the depositaries of 
the supreme power. The Government is limited by the will of 
the people: all its power is placed under checks and restraints 
by the States creating it. Unlike other Governments with un- 
limited powers, our G.vernment has no power to confer favors; 
it can only administer justice aad rizht equally to all, without 
faver or atfection, This relation of die people to theirown 
Government shows that in this country the rightof petition is 
one of far jess importance than when there is a master over sub- 
jects. ? , 

But will it be maintained that any particular portion of the 
people have arightto ask the Governmentto do what the whole 
people have forbidden to be done? Can such a doctrine be 
maintained, here oy elsewhere? Will it be soberly maintained 
that the presentation of a petition confers new powers on the 
Government? If it be, then it follows that the powers of a Re- 
publican Government are derivable from a minority, and not 
from that entire body of the people who created the Govern- 
ment, and who control itat pleasure. We have heard much 
said here about abstractions, but I really think that this doc- 
trine is the most perfect abstraction that Lever heard of in my 
life. The gentleman deems the right of petition so sacred that, 
even, if petitioners should demand an immediate dissolution of 
the Government and the severing of the Union, the gentleman, 
opposed, as he professes to be, to a compliance with such a 
prayer, feels himself constrained in conscience to present the 
petition; not that he expects, not that he desires, any action 
upon it, but simply that he may pay homage to the venerable 
right of petition. “Now. í ask, can there, in this Americo-An- 
gla-Saxon race, bea right where there is no remedy? Here the 
remedy is strenaously denied by one who as strenuously insists 
upon the right. If that is not an abstraction, I give it up. I 
hope that those who coufer on me and others the sobriquet of 
“ab, sionist,” and yet maintain a proposition ke this, will 
asi enough to take it tothemselves, and that the gentleman 
from Ma tts himself will henceiorth be reckoned one of 
the abs 8 

Bat do the} 


| tructions with which the gentleman accompa- 

| nied the pr tion of the petition affect the question at all? 
Whatarethey? ‘hata select committee shal) report an argue 
ment aad bring forward reasons against the prayer of the peti- 
tioners. Ofsuch a select committee the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetis would no doubt be chairman, and would consider 

j the subject fully and ably, and wouid (hen report reasons such 

| as would satisfy him that the American Union ought not now to 

E 

H 

| 


vo dissolved. And what then? Afterall, itisa calculation of 
the vale of the Union that is in reality the gist of the whole mate 
ter. Do what you will, you cannot give itthe goby. Whether 
vou refer it or postpone it, or acquiesce in it, or lay it on the 
le, the question has come up, and the House has to dispose of 
itis seme way or other, and Isay that howevcr able such a report 
might be, it mu Har his—a calculation of the va- 
Tue of this Uni calculated to familiarize the 
papd amounis practically to 
ope thatthe Ameri- 
me, to calculate the 
ft of the States. The movement 
tofan attack on the most valuable blessing 
q its tendency is to exche popular discontent. 
ance, and s gentleman from Massachu- 
cht of pes tion, in one scale, and the Union, like 
rleycorn, in the other. Really, if the sub- 
te affair would wear the as- 

xd of a quack doctor, who 
j in perfect health with a petition that 
nostrum tom him sicc, in order that he 
lth again. The 
which the poet puts 


a 


set up al 


should appreec 
he would ‘take h 
might en the honor of rest 
suicide ar: J the question with hi 
Into the mouth of Hamlet: 

“Po be or not to be, that is the question: 
er’lis nobler inthe misd to suffer 


; a?r 
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H 
| 
| The slings and arrows of outrageous fortune; 


Or to take arms against a sea of troubles, 
And by opposing, end them?” 
The prayer of the petition proposes much sucha remedy for 
the evils of the State. Wislike the prayerof an incen diary, 


who asks you the favor of being allowed to. apply his torch to 
your house, that he “may. show. the skill with which he can 
‘quench the flame; or like that of the inventor of the life-pre- 
server, who should come tothe captain ofa ship in the midst 
of the ocean, and say to. him, “Captain, I pray you to allow me 
to scuttle the vessel forthwith, that you and your crew may en- 
Joy the opportunity of trying the efficacy. of my new patent 
life-preserver. I assure you there is ne danger; sink your ves- 
sel, and, take my word for it; you shallall reach the shore in 
safety.” So ihe geneman from Massachusetts may bring us 
.in-here a report moat ably drawn up, and one that shall fully 
satisfy this House and the forty-six men of Haverhill that the 
Union of the States ought not just now to be dissolved; but in 
a, year or two new discontents may arise, some other eeciion of 
the Union may become dissatisfied, and, having their minds 
‘soured, the first thing that will present itself as a remedy wiil 
be to draw up a peution to Congress for a dissolution of the 
Union. All they have to do will be to enclose it to the genue- 
man from Massachusetts, and he will feel himself under the 
most sacred obligations, from which he cannot diecharge him- 
self, to present it in this House; and then the whoie question 
must be gone overagain. For one, I prefer to reat on tie pre- 
sent broad basis of the Union to relying on any of the ra 
tiocinations of the gentleman from Massachusetts. 1 had 
rather bear the ills we have than fly to others that we know 
not of, 

But supposing the memorial to be referred, and the gentle- 
man to report upon it, of what color will the report be? Are 
we quite sure of that? Lam inclined to think that the complexion 
and tone of the report will depend very much on what vein the 
gentleman happens to be in at phe the time. lyather think that, 
if he should have been discussing the treaty making power and 
its intervention from the destruction ‘of slavery in the South, the 
tenor of the report may not be so very favorable, But if, on 
the other hand, the gentleman should chance to be in the vein in 
which he was yesterday, when he disclaimed all, coincidence 
in the prayer of the petition, (a disclaimer I was very slad 
to “hear,) then we might. hope thatthe report would be favor- 
able, and that he would say to the petitioners “ihe time is rfot 
yet. 

Now, my great objection to this whole proceeding is, that it is 
calcuiated to familiarize the public mind with the idea of break- 
ing up the Union, The people of the United States know their 
rights, and, “knowing, dare maintain them.’ There is no 
doubt or difficulty on that point. The great objects, duty, and 
aim of Congress should be to heal, as far as possible, all local 
discontents, and sorten and pntan end to all sectional differ- 
ences and difficulties. One great effort ought to be to prevent 
such a crisis ftom ever arriving as might present an induce- 
ment-to so rash a step. Whenever it shall be the opinion of 
the people that the time has actually come, itis not you nor 
any actorauthority of yours that can for a moment restrain 
them; and, therefore, deprecate ail actson ourpartthat may 
be calculated to foment mstead of allaying popular commotion 
and sectional jealousies and discontent. When the mighty 
wave of revolution shall once rise, yon and I, and the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, and his reports and our resolutions, 
willall be but asso many feathers floating on its surface. 
Does it become us, then, to.agitate the water? Shall we doany 
act which shall encourage the people to calculate the. value of 
the Union and weigh in their minds the question of its dissolu- 
tion? Orshall we not rather, in compliance with the sacred 
advice of the Father of his country; frown down the first allu- 
sion to the subject? 

I confess that, for one, I prefer to rest on things as they are 
as long as I can; and while i would not indulge any unnecessa- 
ry distrusiin regard to the gentleman trom Massachusetts, I 
still. think that his action would depend too much on the feel- 
ings of the moment to be willing to repose my confidence on 
him. Ihave been too long accustomed 

“To trace 

The day’s disasters in his morning’s face,” 

and to anticipate their disturbance and contention. I therefore 
invite the House to put an end to the subject, which they can do 
effectually, ifthey please. Who wants an argument in favor of 
preserving the Union? I see no, indications of a civil war—I 
hear of no armies ia the field, no banners of rebellion floating, 
no popular assemblies, no State ordinances, no committees of 
safety. There is not a ripple on the surface of this wide-spread 
nation. Seventeen millions of people are quiet, and in a state 
of perfect repose. No; I beg pardon; forty-six men of Haver- 
hill think thatthe Union should be immediatoly dissolved, but, 
with this deduction, the remainder of the seventeen millions 
rest quite content with the Constitution. [A laugh.J For 
whom, then, do we wantan argument? For the seventeen mil- 
Hons, or for the forty-six men of Haverhill? They, I believe, 
insist “per fas aut ne fas,” that there shall be an immediate 
dissolution. Well, really if it has come to tha! point, if the dis- 
satisfaction of these forty-six men of Haverhill bas reached so 
dangerous a point as, without an argument to control them, to 
threaten us with throwing down the Union abcut our ears, I 
think both a more rational and a cheaper mode of proceeding 
will be for this House to depute the honorable gentleman from 
Massachusetts as envoy extraordinary and minister plenipoten- 
tiary to Haverhill: on his arrival let the town beli be rung: Jet 
these forty-six men assemble, and let the honorable gentleman 
address them, and present there the very same argument by 
word of mouth which, if chairman of the committee, he would 
present here, and which we must print and send to the world, I 


Tasa tisini 


feel very certain that his powers of persuasion with those per- . 


sonages would be just as effectual should the argument be made 
orally as if made in writing, and even more so, since we all 
know the gentleman’s power as a rhetorician. r 
Would it not be better that these forty-six mea of Haverhiil 
should thus be satisfied by a direct process, than by the round- 
about course of having their petition received, referred to a se- 
lect committee, considered, reported on, and that report printed 
by this House, and sent to them in the form of an argument to 
convince them that the Union had better not at present be dis- 
solved?) [Alaugh.] I have said that there may be some doubt 
as to the character of the report which may come from the gen- 
ieman from Massachusetts. I would not in any invidious 
sense refer even to the public events of that gentlemai’s past 
history. Tlook back, as doubt not the gentleman does, and as 
i know his countrymen do, with pride and satisfaction to many 
of the acts of his public life. But the gentleman has presented 
so many different phases at the dillerent periods of his life, that 
I must be pardoned if I still entertain some doubt. Iam not 
in favor of divulging secrets, or repeating private conversa: 
tions, or reading confidential letters, but I have received a let- 
ter ofa somewhat public character from a man F do not per- 


sonally know, but who. was once a. Senator of the’ United 
States,and who isthe son of a Senator of the United States, en- 
closing to mea letter written toa Senator by the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, under date of the 15th December, 1808. 
which [shall now take the liberty to read, having been not 
merely authorized bat requested by the writer of the letter to 
do so: The gentleman having resigned his seat. in the Senate 
about a year after the case of John Smith, wrote the following 
letter te a Mr. Anderson, then a Senator from the State of Ten- 
nessee, j = 

“The event has shown that, in my calculation of the firmness 
of the Senate, I was not mistaken. The system of submission 
to British insolence and nsurpation, which has been preached, 
and prayed, and resolved, and petitioned, and remonstrated in 
this part of the country for the Jast eighteen months, finds in the 
Senate, thanks be to God, the same invincible spirit of resist- 
ance which it found at the last session of Congress. The will 
and influence of my constituents has had its full constitutional 
range, and they have had the best opportunity to manage their 
own affairs in their own way. You have new had announced 
to you, with due formality, the process ef resistance which may 
be pursued against your laws.- So that at least, if an aempt 
to divide the Union should be made, you will have no cause to 
complain of being taken by surprise. Now, if I had remained 
with you, instead of threatening insurrection and separation, I 
could only have expressed my abhorrence of every such at- 
tempt or project, however colored, and from what cause soever 
intended... My sentiments with regard to the Union are well 
known io you. Jobn Smith and Aaron Burr were, in my view, 
my fellow-ciuizens, just as if they had been natives of Boston; 
and if ary native of Boston, in pursuit of the same end which 
Burr and Smith were aiming at, should proceed as far as its 
execution, I would, as faras my power extended, treat him in 
the same manner as. I thought they ought to have been treated, 
I believe it'will be far better for you and for the whoie nation to 
have men from this quarter, who will prepare you for what 
they mean to attempt, than one who, feeling and believing that 
we have ali but one common interest, could avow no other sen- 
timent as representing this section of the nation.” 

Yes, the honorable gentleman from Massachusetts still enter- 
tains—I do not say doubts and suspicions as to the the designs 
cherished by some portien of the people of New England; but 
had he invariably pursued the same course which is avowed in 
this letter—had there been no spot, no cloud—had the same 
bright sunshine been exhibited throughout in regard to all that 
wuched the Union, I should not be afraid to trust him. But now 
I must say to him, in his own language, “Non tali ausilio, nec 
defensoribus istis.” I had rather take the Union as it than 
trust it to his hands. And now, Task, will this House entertain 
and dispose of the question of dissolution, or will they meet it 
at the threshold, and treat the mention of it as an outrage? 
Who is it, Lask again, that wants any argument forthe Union? 
We have argumen'senough. Whereis Bunker Hill? Where 
is Yorktown? Where is Saratvga? Where are the thousand 
battlefields, all rich in victories over the meteor flag of England? 
The gentleman is himselfat once a witness and an argument in 
its favor. 

It is impossible to look at him, where he stands, holding in 
his hard a petition for the dissolution of this Union, and to for- 
get whathe has been, aud what his father was before him. It 
should be a consolation to the gentleman that he cannot, in the 
course of nature, live long enough to pul! down the fabric of his 
country’s fame amid the ruins of his own. The people of the 
United States have not forgotten the farewell address of him 
who achieved their liberty. They look with exulting pride on 
the national flag, asit floats proudiy over this Capitol, and every 
stripe and every star, wiih all their glorious associations, has 
been to them a sufficient argument ig favor of that Union that 
has made them the envy of the wo t has satisfied the mea- 
sure Of their wishes for more than ht century, and F trust, In 
spite of all which the gentleman trom Massachusetis shall be 
able to say, that it will continue to satisfy theirchildren for cen- 
turies to come. r ý 

Mr. G. concluded by observiog that he had before him other 
documents which were pertinent to the subject in hand, but 
which he should forbear to use, Jest they might increase the ex- 
citement which already prevailed, and tend to aggravate feel- 
ings which could not too soon be allayed. 

Mr. CUSHING and Mr. ADAMS simultaneously claimed the 

floor. 
Mr. CUSHING yieldéd, with the expression of the hope that 
as the petition had come from his district, and not (as had been 
supposed) from the district of another colleague, he (Mr. C.) 
would, at some stage of the discussion, have an opportunity to 
say a few words. y 3 

Mr. ADAMS then again addressed the House at length. He 
said that he stood here in the most extraordinary position that 
any member of the House ever stood before, with two criminal 
trials going on pari passu; and he was called to defend him 
self on both, whilst every effort was made that could possibly 
be made to deprive him of the power of defending himself 
against them, 

“The gentleman from Albemarle [Mr. GILMER] was mistaken 
when he said that he (Mr. Apams) had‘had the priviieg 
fending himself against these charges. He had hitherio only 
asked of the House permission to defend himsel, and the 
House had not thought proper to grant it. . 

It was now proposed to send this subject to a committee, be- 
fore whom ke might deiend himself; ana if the House thought 
there was sudstance enough in eithorof the accusations of the 
gentleman from Kentucky or the gentleman from Albemarle, 
he wassatishied and content to go befere a comminee that he 
might be heard in his defer 

The gentleman from Virgiaia had referred ta 
Jobn Smith, and had read portions of the report v > had 
made as chairman of the commitree ofthe Senate in that case, 
and hadendcavored to find somethirg incorsistent betwean the 
doctr he (Mr. A.) had mat: ed then and that of which he 
claimed the benefit ofnow. T Jeman had not even the 
advaniage of bringing forward this as a charg? upon him, (Me. 
A.) tor he had admitted the whole substance of it sterday 
before the gentleman had brought forward his extracts fremi 
~ He(Mr. Ahad repeatedly said that, in claiming 
ht of a trial before the judicial courts upon charges of 
subornation of perjury and high treason, included in the resola- 
tion of the gentleman from Kentucky. he (Mr. A ) did not pre- 
tend that the House bad not the discretionary power te proceed 
to try him themselves upon a question of privi ze here. He 
did maintain in that report, and would not shrink from the 
opinion now, whatever doubts he might then have had or now 
have, as to its correctness, he did not claim the privilege other- 


e case of 


„wise than as it was here-+a,. charge in the:: fitet: instaice. a 
charge first produced on: which he.had had none of the benefits: 
of trial before a court of justice... Aid he claimed it-as-an ale: 


ternative, either that the House would send him before-a court... 
of justice, wheie he should be tried and sentenced in sucha. 


manner as thatthe House might thenproceed on the presuinp> 


tion that he was guilty,-and mvestigate the: quesi.on: of privix. ` 


jege; either they must do that, or try him themselves. Abd she 
now claimed that, being ‘charged with these ‘crimies,. ifthe: 
House wouid pot send bim ‘to his natura} judges:and peers, they; 
must try him themselves before they proceeded to . their dect= 
sion—try him upon the charges which were here made against: 
him, notwithstanding all the ingenuity with which the-gentle-: 
man from Kentucky had attempted to throw the charge on-the- 
petitioners, and not upon him. He (My. A.) was charged at 


least with being an accessary. after the fact, and, as it was> ` 


shown that by all the laws.of this country and of England there. 
were no accessaries in treason, that what would make himan: 
accessary in achargeofconmon crime would make him a. 
principal in high treason. Mr. A. made’ an allusion to the 
crime of treason, (not heard by the reporter,).and said that the: 


member from Kentucky had gone t9 the Constitution of Enge- 


land rather than to the Constitution of the United States, to fa- 
bricate this charge against him; and he (Mr. A.) was not sure 
but that the gentleman would yet take the adyantage of hiy. 
own error to prove that he had not charged him (Mr. A.) wi 
treason. Inany event, that would be a better: reason than. th 
gentleman had yet assigned. hone oo 
The gentleman from Albemarle had charged bim with using 
something uke wit. No man resorted to itsuge with more 
pleasure than he (Mr. A.) did; and for thisrcason, that it al- 
ways seemed to throw the Mouse into good humor, and proba- 
bly he had more occasion forthat at‘presentthan for any thing 
else. 3 a n i 
But as one of the whimsicalities (so to.speak) attending his 
present position, he was disposed to examine the consistency 
of the gentleman from Kentucky and the gentleman from Als; 
bemarle in their charges against him? And in order to show it 
he wonid be obliged again togo back to the petition from 
Georgia. That petition charged bim with monomania—with 


insanity. And the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. MARSHALL}, 
had ¿ the House that he (Mr. A.) might be permitted to, 


defend himself against it, because he [Mr. M.] was inclined to 
think that the charge was true. The gentleman from Albes 
marie, even before this present incendiary petition nee 


presented. had given notice to the House that he should e 
his Mr. A’s) expuision, as chairman of the Committee on Fo: 
reign Afairs, on the ground stated in the petition from Georgia 
—to wit, monomania . Both the gentlemen, therefore, had set- 
led it on the petition fiom Georgia, hat he was incompetent 
to act as chairman of that cor i from monomania. He 
had then presented the petit five citizens of Havers 
fall, praying for adissolution of the Union, and at once th 
two gentemen tarned round, and converted the smonoman 
into an incendiary anda traitor... Was it customary to char, 
aninsane man with the commission of crimes? [Laughter.]: 
Noi five minutes before le had presented this incendiary peti- 
tion the gentleman had charged him as incompetent from 
want of sense; and no sooner had he offered the petition here, 
than he turned round and charged him with suvornation of per- 
jury and high treason, and bhall a dozen other almost capital 
crimes. There would besome difficulty for the gentleman to 
prove his own consistency in these two-classes of charges, If. 
he (Mr. A.) was an insane man, he must plead that he deserved 
the compassion, and not the severe punishment of this House, 
And ifhe was insane, he wascertainly as insane in presenting 
this petition to d'ssoive the Union as he was insane in presente: 
ing this mock petition from Georgia. | J 

And, by the way, he had had further lgbt thrown on that, pe» 
tition by the declaration of the gentleman from Maryland, {Mr. 
Jounsun,} that it was written upon Congressional paper, from 


House. And he nowcalled upon whvever might have origi- 
nated that petition to stand up and avow itdikeaman. He be. 
lieved it bad been sent to Georgia, and that every means had 
been resorted to to deceive him into the belief that it was aige- 
nuine paper, that he might present itas such. He did go because 
it was couched in respectful language, and becausé, from the 
character of the petition, expressing as it did express what he 
knew to be (he opinion of a large portion of the people of that 
section of country endof the members of this House, he be- 
lievedit to be agenuinepaper. He would not have presented 
it had he believed it to bea fabrication. He would have seen 
through its intent and purpose, aud would have found a justifi- 
cation in his own mind for noc presenting a forgery to the 
House, insicad of what he beheved it to be, asincere and genu- 
ine paper. , 
He hadalready appealed to the good senge andto, the feeling 
of this House to inquire whether, if such a petition did origi. 
hat gentlemen had thovght proper to fes 
ppealed co them to say, what they: 
and whether such an act was not 
of the privileges both of nemiber and: the 


he idea of the discovery. 
id, (Mr. Jonuxson,} be 
eman was not privy. 
ja [Br Hapersnam]) 
and eaid that, forhig 
vi that he would no 
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irom Georgia. He. believed 
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ly of the hoax, if gentlemen. Fo 
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entleman knew any thing about it; but 
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The other day when he suggested: 
made by the gen 
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id deserve the severest punishment the House , 


he (Mr. A.) believed it had been commenced in this: ` 


$ 


Mr, W.C. JOHNSON, on leave, explained. He was very _ 


i fectly heard, (hy reason ofa sore throat under which he 
see eborine;) but he was understood to say that, at-the tims 
referred to, he hed disclaimed any knowledge of the petition 


antil he had seen it at the Clerk’s table. The rematks he had. 
then made were reported in the “National Intelligencer,” which 
paper the gentiemaa from Massachusetts had before him; and 
he:(Mr. J.). must be permitted to say, that that gentleman 


ought. to be the lasi to refer to him as being guilty of fraud or- 


falsehood, when he (Mr. A). had-called him privately. to his 
desk and. had apoligised to him’ for what he had then. said, 
though he had not the magnanimity to do iton the floor. Tt 
was a Course of conduct unworthy of the gentleman, who taus 
himself committed a fraud. : ae : 

Mr. “ADAMS. Thé disavowal-is not complete. Does the 
gentleman disavow any. knowledge of the affair before he 
made that discovery at the Clerk’s table? I call upon him to 


answer, p 

Mr. JOHNSON istill -most imperfectly heard) was under- 
stood to say, that he had most distinctly made the disavowal. 
And ao man with Honorable feelings’ in his bosom would 
make such imputations. upon honorable members of this 
House.: á 

_ Mr. ADAMS, Thegontleman from Maryland isa good tac- 
tician. ‘J know him,and have known him long in that capa- 
city, The gentleman at one time made a most unjustible use 
of the Journals of this House aud of my votes here in order 
to support the- groùnds he then assumed. Iprovedthe fact 
to the House and to that gentleman, yet he never made an apo- 


osy— 

g ‘Nie. JOHNSON. here made a remark, which the Reporter 
could not hear, but the purportor which was understood to 
be that he had proved the gentleman from Massachusetts to 
be guilty of error, and that the gentleman bad never acknow- 
ledged it. : 

The SPEAKER here interposed. 

- Mr, ADAMS then proceeded to remark thatthe gentleman 
from Albemarle, {Mr. Ginanzr] after most perseveringly and per- 
tinaciously insisung of trying him (Mr. A.) twice over—after 
having spent several hours in that pleasant employment—had 
thought proper to say—~after he (Mr. A.) had declared that he 
had presented the petition from what he considered the injunc- 
tion of his God—that he {Mr. G.] was willing to withdraw his 
resolution, provided he (Mr. A.) would withdraw. the petition, 
No. no; he could not do that. The gentleman knew it perfect- 
ly well, atid he must have supposed that he (My. A.) spoke to the 
wind, and not to this House, when he made the declaration he 
had done. Butthat proposition came to the point and issue of 
es questiou—that was to say, to the total suppres- 
sio the right of petition to the whole people of this Union, 

That was what the gendeman now brought forward; and 
he was not content with the variety of forma under. which 
petitions were excluded, some of which forms were too ri- 
diculous to be adopted by any sensible House of Representa- 
tives. such, for instance, as a member raising the question of re- 
eption, and then moving to lay the man’s own proposition on 
table. 

e did not know how many plans they had got for excluding 

itions. But that was notenongh. Until gentlemen could 

ring it to a point where it might bear on the members of this 

House, and intimidate them from the performance of their 

duty in presenting petitions, they could not be satisfied nor gra- 

uted. No. Bat if the gentiemen could get a solemn vote of 
this [Mouse censuring members for presenting petitions, then, 
they thought, this question would he settled; they thought the 
freemen of the North would notsend petitions on any subject 
they thoughtproper to oppose. When gentlemen had got their 
chains on the members of the North—when the language was 
held to them, Ay, present your petitions, but you do it under the 
penalty of violating (he privileges of the House-~then, they 
thought, the maiter would pe ended. But he promised them chat it 
would zot be ended; he promi them that they would have 
the people coming here (to use the expression ofa sublime and 
lofty poet of England) “besieging, not beseoching.” 

VW he had withdrawn the petition, he would consider himself 
as having sacrificed the right of petition; as having sacrificed 
the right of habeas corpus; as having sacrificed the right of 
trial by jury; as having sacrificed the sacred confidence of the 
post ofice; as having sacrificed the freedom of the press; 2s 
raving sacrificed the freedom of speech; as having se 
ficed every element of liberty that was enjoyed by his fellow- 
citizens; because, if ha bad proved craven to his trust under 
the intimidation of the charges of the gentleman from Albe. 
marle and the gentleman from Kentucky, never more 
would the House have seen a petition presented fram the pco- 
ple of the Union, expressing their grievances in a manner 
that might not be pleasing tothe members of the “peculiar 
institution,” until atlength the people should teach them the 
lesson that, however their representatives might be mtimi- 
dated froma the discharge of their duly, they (the people) 
would be their own champions, and the defenders of their 
ovyn tights. Zhere was the deadly character of the attempt 
made to put-him down—to charge him as a criminal for pre- 
senting a petition, Did the gentleman from Albemarle think 
that that was the way to appease dissatisfaction and discord? 

Let him look to the public presses of the North upon this very 

transaction—from New York, or evens from Philadelphia, 

northward—and see the opinions which they had already ex- 
pressed as to (he manter in which he hal been p uted. 

And if that gentleman and the gentlei from Kentucky 

thought that this ceasure upon him, cM A.) produced as 

they were allempling to produce it, would appease discord and 
scassion, they would find very ditierent sentiments 


MER here rose, and tondered to Mr. ADAS 
ch ihe Repor: nderstoo.l to be the Ls: 
ofdate January 27.) 
AMS. [can furnish the gentleman with twenty pa- 
pers fov his one. 
Mr. GILMER. 
{ Laughter. } 
The SPEAKER interposed to order. 
Mr. AD id he did not wish to becdiveried by any o! 
these interrupiio 
The gentleman had said that he hal offered his resolution un- 
der a sense of duty, without consultation in caucus, or conven- 
tion, or otherwise; yet the gentleman had suffered the far more 
violent resolution of the gentleman from Kentucky to be before 
the House until this morning, without ever having declared 
whether he had accepted it or not as a substitute for his own, 
Pid not the gentleman holda consultation after that resolution 
was offered- 
Mr. GILMER, 
Mr. ADAMS, 


5 a NewS 
Banner, 


The exchange, then, wil bein my favor. 
Cat J 


Frequently, 
I mean a caucus. 


Mr. GILMER. - I do not-know what the gentlemen means-by. 
a caucus. but Ii > g 3 : 

Mr. ADAMS,- (interrupting Mr. G.). The gentleman does 
not know what 1 mean bya caucus! That is enough. [Laugh- 
he. GILMER said he did know what the gentleman meant 
by a caucus, but he wanted to know what the gentleman meant 
when he spoke of a caucus; and he (Mr. G) would now, after 
the fashion of the Yankees, answer the gentleman’s questionjby 
asking him another. -Had the gentleman himself held no con- 


` versations, and had there not been another.caucus at which he 


(Mr. G.) was not present? 5 

The SPEAKER again interposed.. - 

` Mr- ADAMS said, that asto any conversations or consulta: 
tions he might have had, that. was a thing for which he was re- 
sponsible to the House whenever called upon from a proper 
quarter. P y 


Mr. GILMER, SoamI. 


Mr. ADAMS. The gentleman equivocates. He dares not ac- 


knowledge (hat he was a party to that secret conclave beneath 
this hall, which followed immediately after his resolution. I say 
he dares not acknowledge it, and he is trying to evade it by put- 
ting questions to me. 

Mr. GILMER, who had risen, took his seat, remarking (as 
the Reporter thinks) that he would not reply to such lan- 

PUALE. i 

. Mr. ADAMS proceeded. He took for granted that the gen- 
tleman was there; and he took it for granted that the proposition 
of the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. MARSHALL] was the re- 
sult of that caucus. if i 

But more. The gentleman from Albemarle had said that he 
brought forward this resolution upon his own ground, without 
consultation, under a sense of the indignation aroused by the 
presentation of thepetition. Vet, mark: the gentleman had, 
before that time, notified this House that he was prepared to 
dismiss him [Mr. A.] as chairman of the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, according to the prayer of the petition from Georgia, 
he gentleman had given notice of that to others besides him, 
(Mr. A.) Yes, the gentleman had tampered with a celleague 
of bis (M. A.’s) own, to put Jaime in the station of chairman of 


athe Committee on Foreign Affairs, in his (Mr. A.’s) place. 


Mr. GILMER, nas respectful language as Ican use, I say 
that the charge is without foundation or shadow of probability. 
It is untrne. 

The SPEAKER again interposed. 

Mr. CUSHING. My colleague has made en accusation as 
well against me as against the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. 
Gitmer.] which is totally without foundation; totally. 

Mr. ADAMS. Thad the information from the gentlernan 
himself. T aver it in the presence of this House and of my God. 

Mr. CUSHING rose, 

The SPEAKER intimated that it would not be in order for 
the gentleman to speak, unless his colleague yielded the floor. 

Mr. CUSHING said that, under such circumsiances, most 
assuredly he ought to be allowed to speak for himself. 

His colleague labored under a misapprehension. His col- 
league referret to a conversation, (and in what way he, Mr. ©. 
wasto refer toit unless he repeated it, he knew not,) but his 
colleague referred to his construction of a conversation be- 
tween him (Mr. C.)and himself, in which he (Mr. C.) had ex- 
pressed a painftl sense of the embarrassment into which he 
wag thrown from the knowledge of the fact that such a pur- 
pose existed. 

Mr. ADAMS. Thatisto say, to remove me from the office 
of chairman of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and to ap- 
point my colleagne in his place. That is it. 

Mr. CUSHING. Iwish to be understood in (his matter. It 
is my right to do so, oleague has stated that I told him 
that the gentleman fron ginia had made such a proposition 
to me. 

Mr. ADAMS. No. I said that the gentleman from Virginia 
had tampered with my colleague; and I meant by that that he 
had made a promise with him, (and if it was not he, it was 
another member of the committee,) that they would remove 
me and appoint him. Tdid not charge my colleague— 

Mr. CUSHING said that he had not said any such thing to his 
colleague, as that the gentleman from Virginia. or any body 
cire, had tampered with him, or made any such proposition. 
Bat, from what the gentleman from Virginia had stated in the 
Tfouse, from the public declaration he had made on the memo- 
rial from Georgia, and from other knowledge he (Mr. C.) had 
had, as he stated to his colleague under the best feelin he 
had been placed under embarrassment—and under that embar- 
rassment it was that he had statedto his colleague, that if such 
a purpose was pursued he (Mr. ©.) should feel it to be his 
duty to ask the Speaker andthe House to excuse him from 
serving. 

Mr. ADAMS. I do not mean to charge my colleague with 
countenancing the attempt to tamper with him. [call it tam- 
pering. My colleague did say to me, as the foundation of ask- 
ing tobe excused from serving, “they will remove you, and 
they propose to appoint me’? He did not name the gente- 
man from Albemarle er any body else. 1 say the gentleman 
from Albemarle did damper with my colleague, and there it 
resis. 

Mr. CUSTTING. My colleaguc undertakes to repeat my 
words in that conversation. Has he record of them? I did 
not say, “they will remove you? YF did not know tbat they 
would. I thought then,as F think now, tiag they have no 
power; and, of course, I conid not say to my colleagne that they 
wouldremove him. {said thata purpose of proposing that 
process sted, and that, if it were accomplisbed,then F 
was phiced in that painful situation. 

Mr, ADAMS. I will not resort to county court pleas as to 
the form of expression used by my colleague. He did not use 
the term “ampering’ with him. “fhatis my conclusion. He 
told me, ifhe did nat say “they would remove me,” that they 
intended to remove me. 

My colleague asks meif Ihave a record of that conversa- 
tion? No, I have not. And Tam willing now to take his 
own statement ofthe facts, to let them go before the House, 
the country, and the world. With the intention and purpose 
ofthe member from Albemarle not only to remove me from 
the office vf Chairman of the Committee on Foreion Affairs, but 
to propitiate to Yankees by putting another Yankee in my 
place. That is the anti-sectional feeling of the gentleman 
from Albemarle. YT want the whole matter to be fully dis- 
closed, I have charged the existence of aconspirancy here. 
concocted in this House for the purpose of ruining me. ‘To 
what end? ý 

There wasa design to remove him from his station as Chair- 


-` fore he had `presented this petition. 


| 


man of the Committee on Foreign Afi before he présented 
this petition. The. attempt to carry this into execution had at- 
ready been. made inthe Committee on Foreign Affairs. >No- 
tice had been given by a member ofthis House, and a member. 
of that committee of his readiness to remove him (Mr. A.) be- 
He hoped the House 
would notice that fact. He would read from. the record of the 
proceedings ôf that committee. im ' 

Mr. PICKENS roe to a point of order, With entire re- 
spect to the gentleman from Massachusetts, he would inquire 
whether it was proper for the gentleman (o detail what was 
done in the Committee on Foreign Affairs. It had always been 
corisidered out of order to refer in the House to the proceedings 
ofthe committees, ~ 
. Mr, GILMER, ag a‘member of the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, hoped that the chairman (Mr. A.) would read the aq” 
count of the proceedings of that committee. 

Mr. ADAMS said he would do so. He was on his defence, 
and this wasa very material part. i 

The SPEAKER made some remarks. in reference to the 
point of order, which it was impossible to hear at the 
Reporter’s desk, but was supposed to overrule the point of 
order. 

Mr. ADAMS continued. He did not take it that the pro- 
ceedings of the committees of this House were secret, Since 
he had been amember of the House, any person who chose 
had been permitted to attendthem. He understood he was at 
liberty to read the proceedings of the committee. He then 
read the following record of the proceedings of the Commitiee 
gn Affairs, at itssession on Tuesday, February 1, 1842: 

“In Committee on Foreign Afairs of the House of Represen} 
tatives of the United States, Tuébday, lst February, 1842. 

Present—Abans, GILMER, EVERETT, Lunter, RHETT, CUSH- 
ING, PROFFIT, JOHNSON, GRANGER. 

The Chairman presented a paper in writing, to the effect 
that Tuomas W. Gimena member of the House from Vir- 
ginia and a member of this committee, having announced in 
the House hisintention to move, without instructions from the 
House, that this committee do elect a chairman, the present 
chairman inquires. whether Mr. GILMER is now ready to make 
that motion; and moved that this inquiry, together with Mr. 
CuLMER’s answer, be entered on the minutes of the proceed- 
ings of the committee. 

Mr. Grumer presented a paper in writing, in response to this 
inquiry. : 

Mr Yivenerr moved that the whole subject do-lie on the-ta» 
ble. 

On which motion the voles were, 

Ayus—Messrs, Cushing, Rhett, Granger, Evereti—4. 

Noss —Messrs, Gilmer, Proffit, Hunter, Johneon—4. 

The Chairman then voted, No. £ 

And so the motion was decided in the negative. e 

The question then recurred upon the motion submitted by 
Mr. ApAMsto enter the paperson the minutes, 

Upoa which motion the votes were, 

Ayrs—Messrs. Hunter, Proffit, Rhett, Gilmer—4. i 

Nors—Messrs. Everett, Granger, Johnson, Cushing—4, 

The Chairman then voted, Ay. : 

And so the motion wasdecided in the affirmative, 

Whereupon, on motion of Mr. Eversrr, the committee 
rose, to meet (pursuant to the standing order of the committee) 
on Tuesday next, at.10 o’clock, A. M. 

‘The two papers are in the words following: 


4 o. 1. . : 

In Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House of Represen- 
tatives of the United States, Tuesday, 1st February, 1842. 

Tuomas W. GILMER, a member of the House from Virginia 
and a member of this committee, having announced in the 
House his intention to move, without instructions from the 
Tfouse, that this committee do elect-a chairman, the present 
chairman inquires whether Mr, Graver is now ready to make 
that motion, and moves that this mquiry, together with Mr. 
GILMER’S answer, be entered on the minutes of the proceed- 
ings of the committee. 

No. 2. f 


Tn Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House of Represen- 
tatives of the United States, Tuesday, February Ist, 1842. 

Tuomas W, GILMER, a member of the House from Virginia, 
and a member of this committee, after the Hon. Jonn Q. 
ADAMS, & member of the House from Massachusetts and a 
member of this committee, had called the attention of the House 
to what he described as a petition from citizens of Georgia, 
praying for his removal as chairman of this committee, and in 
timated his intention of moving its reference to this committee, 
with instructions to proceed, if the members of the committee 
thought proper, to the choice of a chairman, did say in the 
House that if this committee had the power to proceed to the 
choice of another chairman, he was prepared to take the re- 
sponsibility on his partas a member of thiscommittee, with or 
without the instruction of the House. In reply to the inquiry 
now submitted by the chairman, Mr. GILMER says, that the 
chairman having brought this subject to. the consideration, first 
of the House and now of the committee, this respondent feels 
relieved from whatever of personal delicacy he might have 
felt in originating such an inquiry, and that forone he is pre- 
pared to vote against the honorable member from Massachu- 
setts, Mr, ApANs, as chairman of this committee. Mr. Gin: 
MER further states, (some conversation having ensued between 
Mr. ApAms and himself,) that though he did not say in the 
TYouse that he would move in this matter before the committee, 
he is ready not only to vote as indicated, but to submit a motion 
which will bring the subject before the committee for its ac 
tion. 

"he gentleman, {Mr. Garr} continued Mr. A. said he was 
ready to do this, but did not make the motion, as the time for 
the session of the committee was near expiring. He took it for 
granted that the gentleman from Virginia would make his mo- 
tion at the next cession of the committee, and that they would 
then decide upon it. He simply said now, from information 
received from his own colleague, [Mr. Cusnixe,] which was 
now affirmed by the statement be had made to this House, that 
the gentleman [Mr. GILMER] did tamper with him [Mr. C.] 
and with other members of this House, to remove him, (Mr. A.) 
from bis post as chairman of the committee, and appoint Mr: 
C. This was enough to go to the House and the country, 
and to be judged of by public opinion. A 

The gentleman from Albemarle [Mr. Grummer] had other 
auxiliaries besides those who were to tarn him (Mr. A.) out of 
office as chairman ofthe Committee on Foreign Affairs. He 
hadreceived, within a day or two, the following paper, which he 
would read to the House: 
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Continued from No. 13. 
i “Jackson, (N. C.) January 20, 1842, 
SJOHN Quincy ADAMS, esq. 
“This willinform you that your villanous course in Con- 
gress has been watched by the whole South, and unless you 
very soon change your course death will be your portion. Pre- 


are, prepare, for, by the ——- of ——, you will unexpectedly 
e hurried into eternity, where you ought to have been long 
since, Yours, ——,? 


This was a mere sample of a very considerable correspond- 
ence, passive on his part, which he had received, now and 
heretofore, from this region, in which he was told that his villa- 
nous course was watched. And the gentleman from Albemarle 
had watched it. This letter was postmarked Norfolk, Virginia. 
or was this alone the operation of the correspondence. He 
had here a picturesque representation [which he exhibited to 
the House]of himself, with the mark of what appeared a rifle 
ball, “at the shortest distance,” on the head, andj the word 
‘abolition’? written over. On the sides were the words “ene 
tekel upharsin.’ We presumed that members of this House 
knew where it came from. Underneath were the words, “Stop 
the music (precisely the words the gentleman from Albemarle 
had used) of Jonn Quincy Apams, the sixth President of the 
United States, who, 


In one revolving moon, 
Is statesman, poet, habbler, and buffoon. 


The gentleman from Albemarle had used the word fiddler, 
which was here supplied by babbler. Vhat he was a babbler 
he conid not deny, but that he was a fiddier was a new disco- 
very. {Alaugh.] It was the gentleman from Albemarle who 
announced his intention at that time to stop the music of this 
statesman, poet, fiddier, and buffoon.” And he seemed to have 
made marvellous progress in his intention to stop his music, 
He (Mr. A.) would not undertake to stop the gentleman’s mu- 
sic, but would say to him— 


_ _. Nontu,in triviis, iadocte, solebas 
Stridenti miserum stipula disperdere carmen? 


So much for this subject of music, and for the threats of 

Jaunching him into eternity. Po dared say that the gentleman 
from Albemarle would disclaim any tutenion of launching him 
into eternity. He had already disclaimed the desire of atlack- 
inga man near the grave, and of nearly fourscore years. He 
had expressed the pain and unwillingness with which he felt 
called onto stop this musie of his, and for that reason he (Me. 
A.) had thought propcer to Lring before this Houre and the 
country the instrument on which the gentleman was accustom- 
ed to play ia his effort to stop his music. Now because the 
House might laugh a little, the gentleman would perhaps con- 
sider it asa proof of his charge of buffoonery. He assured the 
gentleman that whatever he said now was serious, He hoped 
it would not be in the gentleman’s power to stop his music, be 
it what it would, as long as he did nothing more than his duty as 
a representative in this House. The gentleman had spoken 
about the “setting sun,” and the “splendid meridian.” He 
would put itto this House, not to the gentleman from Albe- 
marle himself, in what way a man in middle age—in the prime 
and vigor of body and mind, could reproach—in addition to 
charging another member with having one foot in the graye— 
could reproach him here with his infirmities. 
: If it was true, as the mock petition from Georgia charged, 
that he was, from insanity or monomania, incompetent to act 
‘as chairman of the Commitee on Foreign Affairs, Jet the 
House pronounce him to be that insane person. But when ihe 
gentleman said that he had no personal, sectional, or party feel- 
ings, he asked whether it was believed, and whether the House 
supposed that this motion could have come from any other sec- 
tion of this Union? No! New Hampshire would not dare to 
bring forward a proposition of this kind against him, although 
her members might be in the coalition deciared by Clement C, 
Clay and willing to vote for it. As God was his judge, he de- 
clared he had rather a man would come and stab him in his 
seat than present such a proposition as the gentleman from 
Kentucky and the gentleman from Virginia had made, invoking 
the censure of this Fouse upon the most conscientious of the 
acts he had ever performed here, and turging him over to the 
indignation of every American citizen, He had rather that the 
gentleman from Kentucky had come. with his dirk, as was 
sometimes done to other members of the free States, and stab 
him to the heart, than todo whathe had done. The country 
from which he came was glorious for the names of many judi- 
cial characters, and infamous for others. And among his great- 
est pain was that the name of Marshallshould be coupled with 
the names of Jeffreys and Page, when he had wished that it 
that it should be conpled with those of Hale and Holt. One 
of the great poets of England, speaking of a judge then living, 
and condemning his conduct towards persons inculpated before 
him, tells every person brought before the criminal courts of 
the country: “Hard words and hanging, if you are judged by 
the Page.” 

Mr. A, here alluded to an anecdote 
in his Hfe of Savage, con t 


iven by Doctor Johnson, 
trials by Page. How 
“Hard 


decply that ev 
on he 


“Hard 
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at last by è i 
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[ Mr. Wiss} whom he had ty 
House. i f 7 
(Mr. WISE, (in bis seat.) Nevwer.] 
He had done his best to do it, and, 
had been done by others with his cencurrence. 
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yed from the censure ofthis 


if he had not done it, it 
Now that the 


member (Mr. Wise] hadthought proper tointerrupthim, he 
would inquire what had been his course in this case under 
this charge of the gentleman from Kentucky, and under the 
charge of his[Mr. Wiss’s] colleague? He wasthe man who, 
on the motion to printthe paper, bad spoken five hours at 
least of invective on him for the purpose of carrying through 
this persecution or prosecution in this House, and who then 
told the House and the world that he had spoken on nothing 
but the subject of printing, and that he should ask to beeg. 
cused from voting on the question. It grieved him from the 
very soui to see these propositions come from Virginia. If there 
was a State in this Union from which even now he felt an at- 
tachment greater than to any other except his native State, it 
was to Virginia. Jn his early years, it was from Virginia that 
he was introduced into the service of this nation—first by 
George Washington, whose warning voice had been repeated 
here to operate against him; and which voice had-been to him, 
from the time it was delivered down tothis moment, next to the 
Holy Seriptures. on his heart and mind. ‘That was the man 
who, when he (Mr. A.) was under twenty-seven years of age, 
at the very time when he was charged with the absurd and ri- 
diculous charge which the gentieman from Accomac had been 
endeavoring to fix upon him, of being unger English influence, 
hadintroduced him (Mr. A.) into the public service of this 
country as a minister abroad. And, among the charges against 
his administration, which were as gross and violentas those 
brought against any of his successors, was one of appointing to 
a foreign missiona boy minister. 

(Mr. A. here went at some length into the history of his past 
life, his intercourse and friendship with, and the confidence he 
had enjoyed of Washington, Jeflerson, Madison, and Mouroe, 
during their successive Presidential terms, as manifested by the 
various important offices conferred upon him—~alluding to his. 
torical facts in this connection Which was listened to with 
much interest, anu a reportof which tie limited time p.events 
us from giving. Inthe course of this, he said the gentleman 
from Accomac [Mr. Wise) had made a motion to bring upa 
transaction of his with Jefferson, the circumstances of which he 
related. In 1808, and daring the time when the embargo was 
in force, he heeame acquainted with a correspondence beid be- 
tween the Governor General of Canada and certain persons 
in Boston, which he thought deserved his attention, and parti- 
cularly because he thoughtits tendency was towards a dissolu- 
tion of the Union. He then fels himself bound, asa member of 
the Senate af the United States, and ef the Executive Depart- 
ment of the Government, io give this information to the friends of 
the President,and he commmnnicated to him the fact. He had been 
charged time after time with having turned witness against his 
own associates and friends, by accusing them with treasonable 
zorrespondence. There was no treason in it—there was 
nothing unlawful in it at all. He had never accused any 
body with treason, or with any other crime what- 
ever, The correspondence, such as it was, was carried on 
in time of peace, and he had felt it his daty to reveal the fact. 
The persons who were engagedin ithe hadnever named, But, 
many years afterwards, Jeflerson stated the fact of the informa- 
tion having been given him, asif it had happened during the 
war, and notas it really was, during the peace, years before: 
the injustice of which he complained on the part of Jefferson 
was not hisintention. buchis lapse of memory. The honorable 
gentleman who published his life admined and acknowledged 
that fact. ‘The letter stated that it was during the war, which 
fact would have made it atreasonasle correspondence. And it 
was on that mistake of Jefferson that his friends had felt them- 
selves aggrieved, and appealed to the public to defend them- 
selves against the charges of treason. There wasno treason in 
it whatever; it wasa lawful correspondence. Of the twelve 
or thirteen gentlemen who had thonght proper to put them. 
selves before the public against hin on the suspicion that he 
had alluded to them, there was not one single individual to 
whom he had alluded. If the gentleman from Accomac thought 
he was going to raise another bluster between him and his 
friends on this old matier, he would find himself very much 
mistaken; he had had explanations with most of those genue- 
men, and satisfied them that be had no intention whatever io 
accusethem. Mr. A. also said that, at the conclusion of the 
late war, when he was sent Minister Plenipotentiary to Great 
Britain by Mr. Madison, he had contributed more than aay 
man living on this globe—and lie intended no boasting—to ob- 
tain indemnity and satisfa or property lost by Southern 
slaveholders during the wer. said it with confidence. and 
he feltthat no member from South Carolir lavehold. 
ing State, could rise in hisp 
account of his diplomatic mi 
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his whole life down to its very last year, a justification ‘for’ 
every thing they say on the subject of slavery, anda- descrip- 
tion of the horrors of slavery greater than he hat the power to 
express, z i 

How was it now? Why, for presenting a petition coming from. 
the free States of this Union, under the supposition of gentle- 
men from Virginia, that the right of petition itself was to be. 
prostrated, he was here to be doomed to the indignation of -alb 
mankind, when he had declared, from the bottom of his soul, 
that he disapproved of the petition—that he could nos vote fox. 
jt—and had called on the House, in the very first act of-receiv- 
ing it, to express their condemnation of it. He wasto be held up 
here by Virginians as if he was the leader and head, not only of 
the Abolition party, but ofa dissolution party, a British partys 
not. only influenced by British feelings and assistance, but’ by, 
British money. 

He must close this part of his defence—for he had now for 
the first time entered on his defence--by saying that it was un- 
expected, most perfectly unexpected to him, when he knew 
what these great nftn of the Revolutionary times, who were 
Virginians, thoughtof slavery—of the institution to which now 
every ithing was to be sacrificed—when he now saw members 
from that State, endeavoring to destroy hum and his character, 
for the sole cause of presenting a petition, He should have 
hoped better things of Virginians, and that the representation of 
that State upon this floor would have felt someching of—~ 

“That holy shame which ne’er forgets 
What clear renown it used to wear, 

Whose blush remains when virtuesets, 
To show her sunshine has been there.” 

Mr. A. here yielded the floor. 

And on motion of Mr. THOMPSON of Indiana, 

The House adjourned. 


MEMORANDUM. 

The following are the cxact extracts read by Mr. ADAMS, in 
the course of his remarks on Wednesday last, from the deports 
made from the committee of the House of Representati n in 
April, 1839, on the case of the Cilley Duel: 

FROM THE REPORT OF THE MAJORITY. 

“In discharging the trust committed to them by the House of 
Representatives, the committee have endeavored implicitly to 
s order, neither stopping short on the one hand of the full 
moasnye of the duty imposed upon them, nor transcending its 
just limitson the other, 'Fhey were of the opinion that the ing, 
Vvesiigaiion was instituted solely for the maintenance of th 
privileges of the House. It was not within the province of 
the House of Representatives to investigate the causes which. 
led to the death of one of its members, or the circurmsiances 
which attended it, with a view to the punishment of any 
offender for a high crime or misdemeanor. That belongs, 
in every case, exclusively to the courts of laws, Senators 
and Representatives are not privileged from arrest in cases 
of ‘treason, felony, and breach of the peace; and it ia a 
constitutional provision that, n all criminal prosecutions 
the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public 
trial, by an impartial jury of the State and district whereim 
the crime shall have been committed, which district shall have 
been previously ascertained by Jaw; and to be informed of the 
nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted by the 
witnesses againsthim; to have compulsory process of obtain- 
iug witnessesin his favor; and to have the assistance of coun- 
sei for his defence.’ ‘Tho inquiry, therefore, is directed to 
one object only—the maintenance of the privileges of the 
House; and the question is, what, in that view, were the causes - 
which led to the death of Mr. Cilley, aud the circumstances 
connected therewith; and did they involve a breach of these 
privileges??? 


FROM MY. ELLMORE’S VIEWS, 
[FIRST EXTRACT.] 

“Phe privileges of members of Congress are not personal or 
private rights, but public trusts, assigned to the station and 
office for great public purposes and utility; they are the privi- 
leges of that multitude of persons in whose room and place 
the member is specially chosen, and of whose rights, power, 
and dignity he is the delegated representative. His constitu- 
ents, in all matters of public concernment pertaining to his 
station and place, have the right to such privileges for their 
representative as wil secure to them his entire service, with- 
out hinderance, peril, or molestation. The House of which 
he isa member has aright to his presence, counsel, and aid in 
couducting the ardaous and responsible duties of a common 
Government; and the people of the whole Union have the 
like rights and interests in the full, free, and unrestricted. ser- 
vices of e member of the great national council which 
directs their affairs. The privilege of a member not being his 
own, bat the right and privilege of his constituents, the House 
and the country, isnot merely his right, Lat it is his duty, to 
m in and assert it; and il he waive oy surrender it, he. vio- 
es aduty he owes to all these obligations, and himself com- 
ga breach of the privileges of the House of which be ie a 


member.” 


[suconp extract.) 
citis essential for the vindication of the privileges 
Honsethat its powers shall be sometimes 
it anly tn cases of strong necéssily, 
what isabsolutely andimperiously 
The highest privileges of 
nmstances calculated to 


to the gentler and, to 
rous not less severe Ca nof rebuke and cen- 

. Asontence of expulsion is the ry heaplest purish. 
ment which the House ca inflict, oppressive to every honera- 
ie sentiment, and crushing to the sensibilities and spirit. It is 
but a common exercise of charity to believe that the events | 
have been the subject of this Investigation were caused 
intention, on the part of Mr. Graves, to offer an indignity 
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to the House, or to violate its constitutional privileges. In- 
tention is the essence of crime. Heedless and unregard- 
ful of them he has been, but free in every sense, it is confi- 
dently believed, of any deliterate design to violate the immuni- 
ties of the House, he isas much a victim as the member who 
fell by hishand. It cannot be forgotten, too, that in the action 
of this House are combined all the functions which in other cages 
are divided between the courts, which try and sentence, and the 
Executive, in whom, when the sterner rules of law must con- 
demn, is vested the benign power to mitigate the punishment, 
or even to pardon it, where the conduct of the criminal or con: 
siderations of public policy authorize it, But, in this proceed- 
ing, the House is the law maker, accuser, witness, and judge in 
jis own case; and should it pronounce a sentence of expulsion, 
that sentence can neither be mitigated nor reversed; it is the 
final doom; and, before it is pronounced, should be weighed 
most carefully, and found absolutely and indispensably neces- 
sary to maintain its privileges and assert its dignity.” 


By order of Mr. CROSS (given to the Clerk on Wednesday, 
under a resolution of the House heretofore passed:) The peti- 
tion of the citizens of Pike, Clark, and Hempstead counties, in 
the State of Arkansas, praying for the establishment of a post 
ronte from Antoine, where it crosses the mail road, to Mur- 
freesburg, &c. was referred to the Committee on the Post OF 
fice and Post Roads. À 

The petition of citizens of Washington and Crawford coun- 
ties, in the said Siate, fora mail route from Fayetteville, Wash- 
ington county, to Natural Dam, in Crawford county: referred 
to the same committee. É 

The pstition of citizens of Hot Spring county, in said State, 
for a post route between Owensville and Hot Spring, &c.: re- 
ferred to the same comrniitee. 

The petition of citizens of the said State for a post route from 
Pine Bluff to Little Rock, on the north side of the Arkaneas ri- 
ver: referred to the same committee, 

‘And the petition of citizens of said State fora mail route from 
Napoleon, by way of Arkansas Post and Pine Bluff, to Lite 
Rock, (the mail to be carried in four-horse post coaches:) re- 
ferred to the same committee. 


“IN SENATE. 
i Fripay, February 4, 1842, 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Senate the Trea- 
surer’s account for the first and second quarters ofthe year 1841; 
and presented a petition from the city of New York, asking for 
an increase of duty on imports, and requesting Congress to 
adopt measures to insure a reciprocity of trade between the 
United States and foreign powers, 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. presented to the Senate a memo- 

l from citizens of Troy, New York, praying the extension of 

Re pension act of 1836: referred tothe Committee on Pensions. 

Also, from citizens of New York, numerously and respecta- 
bly signed, asking the imposidon of such a tarifas will give 
ample revenue and protection to the manufacturing interests: 
relerred to the Committee on Manufactures. 

Also, presented the petition cf John Spottswood, executor of 
Capt. Jno. O. Spottswood, deceased, for commutation pay on 
account of Revolutionary services: referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented a memorial from citizens of 
Sackett’s Harbor, New York, asking that fortifications may be 
buailtthere: referred to the Committee on Military A fairs, 

‘Also, a memorial from the city of New York, adverse to the 
annexation of Texas to the United States. 

On motion of Mr. TALLMADGE, was laid on the table. 

Also, the pelidion of Mary Parker Lawrence, widow ofa Re- 
yolutionary soldier, praying a pension: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Pensions, 

_ Messrs. TALLMADGE, BARROW, BAYARD, PRESTON, 
BERRIEN, and ALLEN, presented memorials remonstrating 
against the repeal, postponement, and modification of the 

ruptlaw: which were referred to the Committee on the 

uticiary. 

Mr. BATES presented 2 memorial from citizens of Mas- 

sachusetts, asking that the law regulating the post offices be so 
far repealed as to prevent the delivery of letters on Sunday: 

referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 

Mr. HUNTINGTON presented the petition of owners and 
masters of steamboats, stating the impracticability ofcomply- 
ing with the ninth section of the act for the better security of 
the lives of passengers on board of steamboats which requires 
iron tiller ropes—and asking for an alteration of the law in this 
particular, so as to secure to the petitioners the ability of com- 
plying with the law, and reader the lives of passengers equally 
secure: referred to the Committee on Commerce, 

Mr. PRESTON presented a petition from the city of New 
York. praying for a repeal of the Bankrupt law; which was re- 
ferred to tbe Committee on the Judiciary, 

Mr. LINN presented a petition, (aame not heard;) which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. YOUNG presented a communication from James Whit- 
Jock, of Ulinois, who was a contractor on the Cumberland road, 
giving some va able information on the subject of that road; 
whieh was referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 
tionof Mr. BENTON, leave was granted to withdraw 

Senate the petition of C e, praying remune- 
ration for a horse shot in the Flu . 

Os motion of Mr. SMITH of Indiana, the adverse report of 
the Committee on Claims on the claim of Samuel Milroy, for 
the allowance of certain commissions asa receiver, was ta- 
ken from the table, and with additional evidcace on the subject, 

74 sanmi athe Commiitee on Claims, j 
VUDEU presen'ed a memoria! fiom citizens of 
mpshire, asking for an increase of duty on 
n window glass, to give the manufactures of that article 
inthis country protection against foreign competition: referrcd 
to the Committee on Manufactures. — i 

Mr. KING presented a memorial from Mobile, Alabama, re- 
monsirating against any amendment, or the repeal of the Bank- 
yaptlaw. 

Me BAYARD presented a memorial from citizens of New 
York, stating the disastrous consequences which, in the opi- 
nion of the memérialists, must result from the operation of the 
Bankeupt act, and theapparent depreciation in the prices of 
property which has already taken place, and asking for a re- 
peal ofthe Jaw. 

i Mr. EVANS presented the petition of Sarah Joy fora pen- 

sion: referred ta the Committee on Pensions. S 

Oa mouon of Mr, PRENTISS, leave was granted to with- 


= 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


draw the papers in the{case of Sarah Fillmore from the files of 


the Senate. 


Mr. CLAYTON, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 


made an adverse report on the petition of William R. Porter 
be relieved froma judg- 
them ras suretiesof William Eustis, a 
paymaster during the Jate war with Great Britain. The report 


and WilliamSaunders, praying to 
ment obtained against 


was ordered to lie en the table and be printed. 
Mr. PHELPS, 
reported back to the Senate, 
relief of James McCrory. 
Also, 
for commutation pay; 


dered to lie on the table, and be printed. 


Un motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, the Committee on Com- 
merce was discharged from the consideration of a memorial 
for a protective tariff; and it was referred tothe Committee on 


Manufactures. 
On motion of Mr. SMITH of Indiana, 


Resolved, That the Committee for the District of Columbia 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of prohibiting, by 
penal enactments, the vending of lottery tickets in the District 


of Columbia. 
On motion of Mr. MERRICK, 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to cause to be communicated to the Senate, if, in his 
opinion, it be not incompatible with the public interest, copies 
of ail the correspondence which may have taken place between 
this Government, or its diplomatic agents, and the Government 
of Belgium, relative to the claims of our citizens to jndemnities 
for losses sustained during the bombardment of Antwerp, in 
the year 1830; and also copies of such instructions as, from 
time to time, may have been given to cur diplomatic repre- 


sentatives at Brussels on tiis subject. 


On the motion of Mr. STURGEON, it was resolved that the 
Committee on Public Lands be instructed to inquire into the 
propriety of authorizing Robert Graham to locate certain lands 
confirmed to him by the Governor of the Western Territory, 
and that accompanying papers be referred to the said com- 


mittee. 


Mr. BARROW submitted the following resolution, which 


lies over under the rule for future action: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to in- 
form the Senate what were the appropriations made by Con- 
gress for each of the navy yards for the following years: 1534, 
1835, 1636, 1837, 1838, 1839, 1810, and 1841; staung the amount 
actusily expended at Pensacola from the lime of the first €p- 
propriation up to this period; and also the amounts that were 
notapplicd after having been appropriated, and the reasons 
why such appropriations were not applied, and to what uses 
appropriations for the navy yard at Pensacola were applied. 
Also, Whether there is any preparation for building, equip- 
ping, or repairing even the smallest vessel of war at the navy 
yard at Pensacola; and what the condition and relative impor- 
tance ofthat yard compared with the navy yards at Poris- 
mouth, Charleston, New York, Philadelpita, Washington, and 
Also, whether the naval defence and protection of 
the South Atlantic or the Guifof Mexico does not now depend 
for its means on the naval depots of the North Atlantic. Also. 
whether one steamer of war could not he well employed in the 
Gulf of Mexico, and one in cruising from Bermuda to Point 
Morida, and in what way their usefulness could be made ma- 
nifest, and why it isthat since early in December last-the Gulf 
of Mexico has been left without the protection ofa single ves. 
sel of war, A!so, whether, in his opinion, sound pyticy and the 
best interests of the whole nation do not require he establish. 


Neriolk. 


mont ofa navy yard at or near the city of New Mrleans. 

OF TREASURY NOTES, AND FOR 

Mr. BENTON rose to offer a resolutio: 

with some remarks, bottomed upan a p; 
in his hand, and which he would gead 

lows: : : 4 
[COMPENSATION NO. 149.] 
Orrice os SECRETARY OF THE SENATE OF THE U. S. A 


ED LOANS, 


Cashier of the Bank of Washington, 


forty-two dollars. 
$142 ASBURY DICKENS, 
Secretary of the Senate. 
(Endorsed.) SxG"The hard, or o Protest. 
“TUOMAS H. BENTON.” 


(Signed. ) 


Disrarcr or COLUMBIA, 
Washington County, Sct: 


Re rt kNown, ‘That on the thirty first day of January, 1342, 
I, George Sweeny, Notary Public, by lawful authority duly 
commissioned and sworn, dwelling in the County and District 


aforesaid, at the request of the honorable Thomas IF. Benton 
presented at the Bank of Washington, the original check wh 
the above is a true copy, and demanded there payment of 
sam of money in the said chee! 
Yashier of said bank answered: “T 
paid in specie, as Treasury notes 
hereto meet the Seeresary ofthe Sene 
tu į 
bearing six per cent. interest, and the residue in specie,” 

Therefore L the sud Notary, at the request afore: 


lone have 


drawer and endorser of the said che: 
doth or may concern, for all cost 


exchange, 


want of payment thereof. 
mony whereof, I tave hereunto set my 


bruary, 1842. 
A GEORGE SWEENY, Notary Pabilis. 
Protesting, $1 75. 


Recorded in Protest Book, G.S. No. 4, page 315. 


a protest. 
him (Mr. B.) for his per diem attendance in Congress. 


be seen by the protest that payment was refused, unless he (Mr. 
B.) would consent to receive two-thirds paper and about one- 
third specie. He objected to this, and endorsed upon the check, 
as an instruction tothe messenger who caried it, these words: 
“The hard,or a protest.’ Vader instructions the protest came, 


from the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, 
without amendment, the bill for the 


made adverse report on the claim of Robt. H. Saunders 


and an adverse report on the petition of 
the representatives of Capt. John Hawkins; which were or- 


PAPER MONEY PAYMENTS, AND FORQED TENDERS 
and to precede it 


er which he held 
He then read as fol- 


Washington, 3Jst January, 1842, 


Pay to Hon. Tuomas H. Benton, or order, one hundred and 


t fied, whereurto the 
The whole arnount cannot be 
been deposited 
r s’schesks; but lam ready 
ay this check in one Treasury note for one hundred dollars, 


1, have 
protested, asd by these presents do solemnly protest, against the 
and alloihers whom it 
; is, e re-exchange, 
charges, damages, and interest, suffered and to be suffered for 


x a ; i and 
affixed my Seal Noxtarial, this first day of Fo- 


Mr. B. said this paper explained itseif. It was a check and 
The check was headed “csuzpensation,” and was 
drawn by the Secretary of the Senate for so much pay dre to 
it had 
been presented atthe proper place for payment, and it would 


| 


and with it notarial fees to the amount of $1 75, which were paid 
inthe hard. Mr. B. said this was what had happened to hime 

self, here at the seat of Government; and he presumed the 

same thing was happening to others, and all over the Union, 

He presumed the time had arrived when paper money pay- 

ments, and forced tenders of Treasury notes, were to be uni- 

versal, and when every citizen would have to decide for hime 

self whether he would submit to the imposition upon his rights, 

and to the outrage upon the Constitution, which such a state 

ofthingsinvolved. Some might not te in a situation to submit. 

Necessity, stronger then any law, might compel many to sub- 

mit; but there. were others who were in a situation (o resist; 

and though attended with some loss and inconvenience, it was 

their duty to do so. Tyranny must be resisted; oppression must 

be resisted; violation of the Constitution must be resisted; folly 

or wickeduess must be resisted; other wise there isan end of law, 

of liberty, and of right. The Government becomes om- 

nipotent, and rides and rules over a prostrate country, 

as ic pleases. Resistance to the tyranny or folly of a 
Government becomes a sacred duty, which somebody must 
perform, and the performance of which is always disagreeable, 
and sometimes expensive and hazardous. Mr. Hampden re- 

sisted the payment of ship raoney in England; and his resists 

ance cost him money, time, Jabor, losses of every kind, and 
eventually the loss of his life. His share of the ship money 

was only twenty shillings, and a suggestion of self-interest 
would have required him io submit to the imposition, and put 
up with the injury, Buta feelingof patriotism prompted him 
to resist for others, not for himseif—to resist for the benefit of 
those who could not resist for themselves; and, above all, to re- 
sist forthe sake of the Constitution of the country, trampled 
under foot by a weak King aad a profirgate Minister. Mr. 

Hampden sted the payment of ship money to save the peo- 
ple of Engiand from oppression, and the Constitution from vio- 
lation. Some person must resist the payment of paper money 
here, to save the people from oppression, and the Constitution 
from violation; and if persoxs in station, and at the seat of Go- 
vernmeat will not do it, who shali? Sir, resistance must be 
made; the safety of the county, and of the Constitution de- 
mands it. It must be madehere: for here is the source and pre- 
sence of the tyranny. It must be made by some one in station: 
for the voice of those in private life could not be heard. Some 
one must resist, and for want of amore suitable person, 1 find 
myself under the necessity of doing it—and Ido it with the 
less reluctance because it is in my line, as a hard money man, 
and because I do not deem it quite as dangerous to resist our 
paper money Administration as Hampden found it to resist 
Charles the Firstand the Duke of Buckingham. 

e is no dispute about the fact, and the case which I pre- 
neither a first one, nor a solitary ove. The Whig Ad- 
m ation, in the first year ofits existence, is without money, 
and without credit, and with no other means of keeping up but 
by forced payments of paper money which it strikes trom day 
to day to force into the handsandto stop the mouths of its im- 
portunate creditors. This is its condition; and itis the natural 
result of the folly which threw away the land revenue—which 
repealed the hard money clause of the Independent Treasury — 
which repeated the prohibiGon against the use of small notes by 
the Federal Government~-which has made war upon gold and 
protected paper—and which now demands the es'ablishment of 
a national manufactory of paper money for the general and 
permanent use of the Federal Government. Jis present condi- 
tion is the natural result of these measures; and bad as it is, it 
must be far worse if the people do not soon compel a return to 
the hard money and economy of the Democratic administra- 
tions. This Administration came into power upon a promise 
to carry on the Government upon thirteen millions per annum ; 
the first year is not yet out; it has already had a revenue of 
twenty-odd millions, a Loan bill for twelve millions, a tax bill 
for eight or ten millions, a Treasury bill (or five millions, and 
with al! this, it declares a deficit, and shows its insolvency, by 
denying money to its creditors, and forcing them to receive pa- 
per, or fo go without pay. Ina season of profound peace, and 
in the first year of the Whig Administration, this is the condi- 
tion of the country! a condition which must fill the bosom 
of every friend to our form of Government with grief and 
shame. 

Sir,a war upon the currency of the Constitution has been 
going on for many years; and the heroes of that war are now 
in power. They have ridiculed gold, and persecuted it in every 
way, and exhausted their wits in sarcasms upon it and ite 
friends. The humbug gold bill was their favorite phrase; and 
among other exhibitions in contempt of this bill and its authors 
were a couple of public displays—one in May, 1837, the other 
in the autumn of 1840—-at Wheeling, m Virginia, by two gen- 
temen now high functionaries in tuis Government, in which 
urses were held up to the contemplation of the crowd 
sion of the gold bil! and its anthors. Sir, that bill was 
passed in June, 1834; and from thatday Gown to a few weeks 
ago, we were paid in gold. Every one of us had guld that 
chose it. Now the scene is reversed, Gold is gone: paper has 
come. Forced payments, and forced tenders of paper, is the 
law ofthe Whig Administration! and empty purses may now be 
held up with truth and with sorrow, as ibe emblem both of the 
Administrution and its creditors. 

The cause of this dkgraceful state of hings, Mr. B. said, he 
woald not further in isateatprescnt. ‘Fhe remedy was the 
point now to he att ‘Khe Government creditor was 

sthe was bleeding; the character of the 
grace; and it was the duty of Con: 
ornany disasters. He, Mr. B. saw 
the power to apply it. The power 
was in other hands; and io them he would wish to commit the 
inguiry which the present condition of things imporiously re- 
quired of Congress to make. 

Mi. B. said here was a forced payment of paper money—a 
forced tender of paper money——and forced loans from the citi 
zens, The loan to he forced out of him was $100, at 6 per 
cent; bet he hadnet the money to lend, and should resist the 
lean, Those who have money will not lend it, and wisely re- 
fuse to jend n toan Advwonistration which throws away its 
rich pearl—the land revenue. The Senator trom Norih Ca. 
rolina [Mr. Manceva] proposes a reduction of the pay of the 
ers by way of relief to the Treasnry, but Mr. B. had no 
notion of submitting to it: hehadno notion ofsubmitting toa 
deduction of his pay to enable an Administration to riot in ex- 
travagance, and to expend in a single illegal commission in 
New York more fhan the whole proposed saving from the 
members’ pay would amount to. He had nonotion of submit: 
ting to such curtailments, and would prefer the true remedy, 
that of reatoriag the land rerenne to its proper destination, anc 
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also restoring economy, Democracy and hard money to power. 
` Mr. B. then presented the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be instructed to 
inquire into the nature of the payments now made, or oifered 
to be made, by the Federal Government to its creditors. 
Whether the same are madein hard money or in paper money? 
‘Whether the creditors have their option? Whether the Go- 
vernment paper isata discount? And what remedy, if any is 
necessary, to enable the Government to keep its faith with its 
Creditors, so asto save them from loss, the Constitution from 
violation, andthe couniry from disgrace? 

Mr. MANGUM said he had been appealed to in this matter 
or he would not now rise; buthe had a word or two to say. He 
had mentioned yesterday his proposition to commence the work 
of retrenchment with members of Congress, but he had met 
with so lite encouragement from the opposite side, that he had 
now very little hope he would ever have an opportunity of 
ringing it forward. He protested against the frequentassump- 
tion that the Whig majority io Congress was responsible for the 
acts of the present Administration, The gentlemen had se- 
duced the President from their service; and now thatthere was 
no co-operation between the Executive and the Whig majority, 
on every occasion they endeavored to hold his (Mr. Manauat’s) 
friends responsible for the conduct ofthe Administration. He, 
onthe part of his friends, repudiated this responsibility. Al- 
though they had voted to lift the Government out of its dificul- 
ties, while the new allies of the Executive folded their arms, 
and refused to givea helping hand; yetit was not because ti 
approved of the mode cf supply, 2 Cunsequence of be 
cut of from the i erfecting of thea Whig 
which, if fully carried ont, would have r 
as Treasury potes nec ilis arte 
to tne New York commis Were he 
Senate responsible for than Now Why tuey be con- 
tinually tau ith vagance, wickeduess, and folly of 
this Admin ion, a for y: bat they could 
not, inthe absence of 5 ion, catol Shey 
were ready todo ali they had prar had an eppo 
tunity, ‘She Whigs stil! stood upon u jes which had 
brought them into power, and which he feit ved would con- 
tinue them in power, notwithstanding the anticinaions ot their 
opponents, and the new ally they had seduced from the Whig 
ranks. 

Mr. KING wasabout to addressthe Senate in reply, when 
“The CHAIR interpoger, declaring there was nothing before 
the Senate to warrant a discussi a, If the Senator wished, be 
Gould move for ieave to proceed. 

Mr. KING observed that, as ithad been decided by the Chair 
it was out of order t3 proceed, he would merely remark, that 
onthe firstoccasion which would present itself, he would reply 
tothe Senator from North Carolina. 

Mr. PIERCE remarked that, as an allusion had been made 
tothe Commission for investigating the affuirs of the New York 
custom-hause, he world observe that, a few daysago, he sub- 
mitt-da resolution inquiring upon what authority the Com- 
mission was instituted; wbich, should it be responded to, 
would let them know what party was responsible for the ap- 
pdiaiment of the Commission. He therefore desired that the 
Senate would proceed to its consideration, 

The PRESIDENT said that the resolution would come up 
in the order of the morning business. 

Mr. LINN would inquire of the Senator whether a similar 
résolution was not introduced during the Jast session? 

Mr. PIERCE replied in the negative, 

Mr. LINN, at all events, was very certain that serious in- 
qniries were propounded to the Whig opposition, if it could 
be said that there was here a division of parties, upon the 
subject of that commission. 

Mr, ALLEN would inform his friend that the resolution 
submittcd at the last’session had reference to the Star-cham- 
ber commission in this city. 

Mr. LINN considered it ali the same. 

Mr. WOODBURY remarked that as the Senator from North 
Carolina had denied ihat the expensive Commission to investi- 
gate the affairs ofthe custom-house at New York, was insti- 
tuted by the Whig party proper, or that that party was respon- 
sible for it, he would remind him that there was another com. 
mission that party could not deny the paternity of, the com- 
mission instituted in this city by General Harrison in March 
Jast, to investigate the affairs of the superintendents and work- 
men on the public buildings. A resolution of inquiry was 
passed at the extra session, Calling for the testimony before that 
commission, and other proceedings under it, A report was 
made in compliance with that resolution; and it was his wish 
toexiend it farther, and with that view be offered the following 
resolution, which ties over one day uncer the rule. 

Resotved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to have prepared, and submit to the Senate, a tabular 
giaiement exhibiting ihe names of each person who has re- 
ceived any compensation in connection with the commission 
ofinguiry, appointed last spring, in relation to the public build- 
ings ju this city; that thesum paid to each be affixed to his 
name; and an explanation appended in another column, show- 
ing for what kind and length ofservices the payment was made; 
and that the law authorizing the payment, and the appropria- 
tion out of which ithas been made, be specified, concluding 
with thea statement of the aggregate expenses incurred um 
der said commission, and what steps have since been taken by 
the President, in consequence oftheir reports. 

The adverse report of the Committee on Claims on the peti- 
tion of Willam Paxton, praying remuneration for property de- 
siroyed in the late war; 
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matter of some mame i 
proposed ty give the D Couri ofthe Us l 
to try the validity of claims to land set up under Spanish 
French granis, for the purpose of having them speedily ad- 
justed. 


Several amendments reported from the Committee on Pri- 

vate ĮI and Claims were concurred in. 
_ Mr. BENTON submitted an amendment, providing that the 
juriediciion ofthese courts should not extend to any claim ex- 
ceeding 26,000 arpenta. Mr. B bejeveil that there was nota 
claim exceeding that quantity that should be confirmed. 

Mr. MOUTON opposed the amen at. He enumerated 
claims involving miliions of acres, which tho Government 
wouid neither confirm or reject; and the consequence was, that 
the lands which the claims proposed to cover, were reserved 
from sale andheld in a state of nature. They should be ad- 
justed in justice to the States where the lands Jay. Ifa grant 
on any principle was good for one thousand arpenis upon the 
same principie, there might be others good for 36,000 or more. 
He did not see the propriety, then, of restricting the jurisdiction 
of the courts. The greatobject was to have the claims adjusted, 
either confirmed or rejected. 

Mr. BARROW said if the amendment was adopted, the bill 
had as weil be rejected, so far as Louisiana was concerned. He 
cared little about its fate if the amendment prevailed. He 
enumerated several claims, one alone of which, embracing 
two millions of acres of the mast valuable poruon cf Leui- 
siana, which was kept in a atate of nature, because the Govern. 
ment refused to decide upon the claims. He hoped Congress 
would express some opinion as to the validity of the ciaims, 
refer them to the judiciary, or compel the Commissioner of 
the Genera! Land Office to decide on t's m. - 

Mr. BONTON spoke of claims thi: were daily springing 
for which there not a shadow ol pation, through the 
agency of specniat g the validity of 
Gd, but v ing the small 
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reat were discussed ai 
p . MOUTON, 
V, ENDERS i JER, on the 
und thas it was the duty of the Government to have tho va 
rune claims tested—and tic: the magnitude of ibe ciaims 
set up shouid be no bar to a speedy adjusimentofthem. "iey 
die i ve the s a shadow oi foundation for some of 
the claims, which was in itself an additional argument why they 
should be adjusted—that the lands withheld from sale in coase- 
quence might be put into the market; ane that those who had 
purchased from the Government lands involved in some ofthe 
claims might be relicved from suspense. 
Messrs. BENTON, BAYARD, and WALKER apposed the 
1, They showed i many of the grants now claimed were 
il! founded, ant dat y were made in bad faith by Spain on 
the very eve ofthe negotiation, or, in fact, after the negotiation 
had been concluded They showed that the principles of the 
act which this bill proposed to revive, ought not to apply to 
Jarge claims setup. ‘That the claims adjusted under that act 
were settled more on the principle of donations than of legal 
right, for the purpose of having the country settled. They 
were in favor of having the claims settled on principles of legal 
right—that is, tested by the treaty, and the principle of interna. 
tional law, so far as that by the treaty had any bearing on the 
claims. 

‘At four o’clock the discussion ceased, and the further consi- 
deyation of the bill was postponed tiil Tuesday next. 

Mr. BENTON gave notice that he would, on Morday next, 
ask the Senate to take up for consideration the bill iutroduced 
by himself to postpone the operation ot the Bankrupt law till 
the Ist of July next. = A 

On motion, it was agreed that when the Sencte adiourn, it 
should adjourn till Monday next. 

On motion of Mr. MERRICK, the Senate then went into 
Execuuve session, and shorty after, 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, Febrnary 4, 1842. 

On leave given, Mr. MATHIOT presented a preambieand 
resolutions adopted by the Legisiature of Ohio, asking an ap- 
propriation at the present session of Congress of such sum as 
shall be necessary for the erection and efficient organiza- 
tion of a marine hospital, located in 1837 at the city of 
Cleveland, in the State cf Ohio; which, on motivu of Mr. M. 
were referredto the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to 
be printed. ` 

THE QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE. 

The House resumed ihe cons deration of the resolution of 
censure against Mr. Jonn Q. Apams, for presenting for the con- 
sideration of the House a petition to dissolve the Union. 

Mr. ADAMS rose in continuation of his defence, and in the 
recapiiuiation of a portion of bis remarks oi vesterday, renew- 
ed the charge against the gentieman from Albemarle, [Mr. 
GILMER] of havingjiampered with his (Mr. A.’s) coleague [Mr. 
Cusnine} to remove him (Mr. A.) from the place of chairman 
of the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. GILMER, having obtained leave, den'ed the charge in all 
ita parte, as being without any foundation whatever, and called 
upon Mr. Cusaine to say whether the charge was true, directly 
or indirectly. and wheter fe had ever had any conversation 
with him on ts H 
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Mr. RHETT rose, and with the permission of Mr. ApAms, . 
said: Not recognising the right of the gentleman. to have te: 
peated what occurred in the private conversations of membere, 

e had no objection to state what he had said‘ onthe subject. 
Passing by tiie seat of the gentieman from Massachneetts, near 
him, (Mr. Cusuine,} and after his colleague [Mr. ApAms] had 
himeeif submitted te the House, in the form of a written come © 
munication, what had transpired in the conimiitee room in fe- 


lation to his own removal, he (Mr. R.)said to the gentleman .' * 


{Mr. Cusuine] that he (Mr. R.) supposed that the, Comtvittes 
would have to choose another chairman.and to put. him (Mr. 
C.J in the place. To this the gentleman [Mr. Cusnunxe] repliéd, 
thathe neither could nor would consent to act, as chaitman of 
ihe committee. This (said Mr. R.) isalt that I kave said on the 
subject, and the gentleman from Massachusetts is ‘welcome to 
make the most of it. 

Mr. ADAMS said he would thank the gentleman from South 
Carolina to sendto him the pamphlet that he read from the 
other day. f 

Mr. RHETT replied, that he supposed the gentleman, after 
having assaileda half a dozen gentlernen on the floor. would 
now lift his tomahawx at him. Every body knew, when the 
gentleman once lifted bis hatchet, with what ferceity he made 
nis attacks; but ne had no ubjections to the gentleman. attacking 
him in his turn. He had only to say that the phiet the gen- 
tleman required had been sent to the printer i that when it 
was returned heshould, with much pleasurs, let him have the 
use of 1t, , 
Mr. ADAMS thanked the gentleman, and said that be should 
pr ve occasion to use itin the couse of a day or two, 
int his defence. He then congratulated himself 
that he had found out who had tampered with his colleague, 
(laughter, Jand said that he exonerated the gentlemansrom Al- 
bemarle upon th ge he had made agenist him. Jc wasthe 
gentleman from ina then, it seemed, who bad in- 
formed his colleague that he was to be chairtnan ef che Com- 
mittec of D sreiga Relations. How did the gentleman know 
thai? ; 
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€ that the gentlemen’s ‘league (Mr. Cosy: 
ee at bo last session, and 
w stuci second onthe list, Foe these ressons he 
supposed that he would be placed at the of it shoulda 
change tak He would furtier siy the information. 
of the gentleisui trom Massachusevis, (ìh. Aname) shat he 
would much prefer his colleague as head of the committee; 
and if the House shouid evubmit the matter to them, he for his 
part would vote for the Jutter as chairman, as being much bet- 
ter qualified for the office, 

Mr. ADAMS then contioued his defence, which was princi. 
paily complaints of hardships and persecution, his being charged 
with capital offences, without having the benefit of a legal trial. 
He expressed his gratitude to Mr. Warren of Georgia, and 
others who had set their faces against the whole course. of the 
proceedings in his case He egain and again declared that there 
was a conspiracy against him, to remove him from the office of 
chairman of the Committee on Foreign Relations, and went on 
with a recapitulation of the proceedings against him since the 
introduction of Messrs. GitMEn’s and MarssAi’s resolutions, 
accompanied with repetiuous of remarks he bad heretofore 
made on them. He dwelt much on a lener which he sa‘d had 
been written by Mr. Jonxson of Maryland to the Presidenton 
the subject of the 2ist rule, and declaring that it was very mas 
terial to his defence, and expressed the hope that the President 
would himself cause it to be published: >~ 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland seid that he never said that he 
had received a Jetter%from the President He had received a 
letter from Joha Tyler, when he was a private citizen. 

Mr. ADAMS next complained that the proceedings against 
him were the result of a caucus: This brought up. 

Mr. FRIPLUTT, wio declared that ihe resolution of the 
gentleman from Kentucky, though it was read to a meeting of 
members of Congress, wes no: a part of their proceedings, and 
was neither considered nor vated ou. The meeting was one of 
members of Congress, called from the Southern States, to con- 
sider what course they ought to take in regard to Abolition pes 
tiions, and had nothing to do with the subject under considera, 
tion. e 

Mr. MARSHALL confirmed the statement of Mr. TRIPLETT, 
and said that he attended the meeting spoken of, (some forty or 
fifty members.] and at that meeting had read the resolution, 
which be informed them he intessed to offer to the House. 
y olution was not read to that meeting, for the purpose of 
: acted on, or considered by them, and was not so consid- 

yacted on; indeed he had from the first been opposed to 
con ing thisas an Abolition question 

Me. ADAMS then continued hisremarks ustil a quarter past 
three o’clock, when he said, if it was the pleasure of the House 
to adjourn, he would give way for that purpose, and continus 
his defence to morrow; accordingly, 

Mr. EVERETT moveu that the House adjourn. 

Mr. SAUNDERS cailed for the yeas and nays on the ques. 
tion, but a sufficient number not rising to support the call, they 
were not ordered. 


il 


The SPEAKER therefore put the question on the adjourn. 
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ment; which was carried without a division. 
The Journal having beer read, \ 


The House resumed the consideration of the. resålution 
censure against Mr. Jonn Q. ApAms, for presenting petitiog 
to dissolve the Union. $ 

Mr. ADAXS rose 


nd in cominuation of his defenck, sta ba 
that in the new y ain which he was placed ia consequesce 
of the refusal of ove of the city papers 10 report the procegdings 
in bis case, he shouid, after a few remarks, ask of tne Ho 
powe the further consideration of the subject unul he ree 
ceived ans sers iv the calls which had been made on the Execu- 
tive Depar ts for iiform Lo infence, 
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been frequently occupied in this manner. He (Mr. A.) had in- 
formed the Doorkeeper of the fact, but could not get him to at- 
tend to it. : ; 

Mr. ADAMS continued. In looking over the National Intel- 
Tigencer this morning for the report of yesterday’s proceedings 
in his case, he found but a very brief notice of it, which he 
‘would read to the House. Mr. A. then read as follows: 

“Tye QUESTION OF PrrviLEGE.—The House resumed the con- 
sideration of the unfinished business of yesterday, being the 
yesolution of censure upon Mr. Apams, offered by Mr. GILMER, 
and the amendment of Mr. MARSHALL thereto, and the amend- 
ment to the amendment as offered by Mr. SUMMERS. 

“Mr. Apams resumed and continued hisremarks until a quar- 
ter past 3 o'clock, when he yielded to a motion by 

(Mr. Everett that the House adjourn. 

“Which motion being agreed to, the House adjourned.” 

There was, then, no report of yesterday’s proceedings in that 
paper. Then followed a note by the Editors, which he would 
also read for the information of the House. Mr. A. then read 
the following: 

“Nores ay THE Eprrors.—The Editors regret to be obliged to 
discontiaue the daily report of the Debates in the House on the 
case of Mr. ADAMS, until that gentleman can have an oppor- 
tunity, should he think fit to exercise it, to prepare a report of 
his remarke forthe press. This determination is induced by 

harsh and unmerited reflections made by him, in his speech 
yesterday, upon the laborious efforts which have been made by 
our Reporters to present him fairly to the public. This is 
treatment which neither the Reporters nor the Publishers de- 
serve at any bedy’s hands. As the best way to avoid it during 
the remainder of this debate, in which Mr. A. is so much per- 
sonally concerned, the Editors feel themselves obliged to refrain 
from publishing any other than authorized reports of the re- 
mainder of it.” 

Mr. A. continued. The Reporters, therefore, did not choose 
to continue on the reports on this subject; and what was to take 
place thereafter, so far as related to him, was not to be pub- 
lished, unless prepared or authorized by himself. He wished 
to have no misunderstanding either with the editors of the Intel- 
ligencer or their Reporters, That paper had two of the best 
Reporters he ever knew, to take debates, when they thought 
proper to do so. From the very commencement of this contro- 
versy, in which, as the editors of the Intelligencer observed, he 
was deeply interested, he had privately complained to both the 
editors of the manner in which he had been misrepresented in 
their reports. There were publications in the Intelligencer it- 
self, in consequence of some of the complaints which he had 
made, The first of them was the omission to report the extract 
of a letter of the late Senator from the State of Alabama [Mr. 
€. C. Clay] to the Legislature of his State, which he (Mr. A.) 
read at the commencement of this prosecution, Ie read it there 
in his place. It had been the foundation of the whole system of 
his defence, and it was so still. He should be obliged to have 
recourse to it, time after time, in the progress of his defence. 
The report in the Intelligencer not only omitted to give the ex- 
tract of that letter, but gave a totally incorrect representaticn of 
‘what it was, and the commentary on it. He complained of that, 
and he was told that the Reporter had not the paper before him 
in which that letter was. Was that an answer? Was that a 
justification? The Reperter had not the paper before him, Why 
that extract, with the commentary on it, was the very corner- 
stone on which he should place his defence; and so utterly was it 
misrepresented, that a friend of his, an editor in Boston, wrote to 
him that he could not make head or tail ofit and asked him to sup- 
ply him with the paper itself, Now did it require any extraordi- 
nary degree of labor or skill on the part of the Reporter to look 
outand copy this extract? Why, it was to be foundin the pub. 
Jic newspapers of the day, and the Reporter coul? have got it 
in five minutes time if he thought proper. He complained of 
this omission to one of the editors, and within a day or two 
past, it had been published under the head of omissions in their 
yeports. , But what sort ofa supply was that of so important 
an omission, when it went before the world withouta com- 
mentary? Iwasa total failure to represent the true character 
ofthis debate. Notwithstanding the notice given by him toone 
of tha editors of the Intelligencer, similar omissions had repeat- 
edly been made. When he took the grounds of being charged 
with high treason and subornation of perjury, he read, or 
caused to be read, an extract from the report ofa commiitee of 
that House upon a case similar to his, and other extracts having 
reference to the powers of the House in questions of privi. 
lege and contempt. Hisobject was to show the extraordinary 
anu odious despotismin which the House was compelled to act 
when, upon such questions, it undertook to censure one of its 
members, the others being lawmakers, judges, jurors, witnesses 
and executioners, ailin the same capacity, Yet the only notice 
taken by the Reporters was that he read these extracts, the 
readers of the report having no means of knowing what 
they were. He might proceed to notice other omis- 
sions in the reports equally as important, such as 
asincluding a single paragraph of three lines what he took one 
hour to speak; but he thougat he had said enough to show the 
injus.ice that had been done him. Ie had said that he wished 
to have no misunderstanding either with the Editors or Re- 
poters of the Intelligencer: he meant not to censure them in 
harsh terms, nor to create any ill feeling on their part; but he 
would ask if it wasa justification to the Editors of the Intelli- 
gencer to say to him that if he did not like their reports, they 
would make noreport atal? That they would report all the 
vitup ration of the triumvirate against him, but suppress his 
answers because he had thought proper to complain? 

Wy. ANDREWS of Keatucky again rose to a point of order, 
and observed that a few moments ago he ross to inquire where 
was the proper position ofthe Reporters on the floor; and the 
Chair informed him that there were desks provided for them 

ide the bar. At the time he made the inquiry, there was a 


perly perform the duties of his office. 
The SPEAKER. stated that. desks were provided forthe Re- 
porters without the bar, but there not being seats enough to ac- 
egommodate all, some of them who came afterall the desks had 
been occupied, were permitted occasionally to take the seats of 
“such as might at the time be absent, No permission has been 
given to any Reporter to take a seat within the bar, 


Mr. ANDREWSof Kentucky said that the abuse he called 
the attention ofthe Speaker to was a Reporter occupying one 
of the member’s seats within the bar; and forthe last two 
days, two Reporters [Torrey and Leavitt"} had been admitted 
within the bar. Hehad spoken to the Doorkeeper on the sub- 
ject, and he had refused to do his duty. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN called Mr. ANDREWS to order, and he 
took his seat~the Reporters he spoke of having retired to their 
appropriate seats. ons 

Mr. ADAMS contined. There was no justification for the 
Editors of the Intelligencer in refusing to continue their reports 
ofhis case, because he complained of the injustice done him. 
They declared that they would not report at all except what 
came authentically fromhim. Was this justice to him or jus- 
tice to the public whe were so intensely anxious in the part of 
the country from which he came, to see not only what he said 
in his defence, but what was said against him? 

it was his fortune yesterday to occupy the whole day, and 
he believed, he did, in the course of it, make disclosures impor- 
tant to the country, and that ought to be known. When the 
masked battery was opened upon him by the gentleman from 
Kentucky [Mr. MARSHALL] charging him with high treason 
and other high crimes, he had not half an hour allowed him. 
It came upon him likea clap of thunder. He had no time to 
make a proper defence. Upen what, then, could he rely but 
upon the justice and fidelity ofthe Reporters, Such astate of 
things existed in this city, when debates of this nature came up, 
as to furnish one of the strongest reasons why the Congress of 
the United States ought to sitin a place where there was no 
slavery. In the first place, there wasa slavery prejudice against 
him for years past, as he had shown by the anonymous letters 
addressed to him thathe read the other day, one of which said 
that his villanous course had bsen watched, and threatened 
him with assassination. There wasa prejudice against him on 
the part of all slaveholders who conceived that his course in 
Congress affected their interests, and this prejudice was aito- 
gether unsuited to a grave, formal, judicial trial of a man ar- 
raigned for high anid capital crimes. In the next place the public 
press under that same influence was doing him a positive and ne- 
gative injustice. @ne press filling the public mind with prejudice 
againsthim even to utter misrepresentation and vituperation, 
equal to that of the triumvirate who had arraigned him, while 
the other had suppressed material parts of hisdefence. Here 
was, on the one hand, the interference of the press against a 
persecuted man before his judges and his:jurors, and on the 
other hand, the National Intelligencer, under that same influ- 
ence, though not toan equal extent, after having done him ne- 
gative injustice, would not do justice to him by continuing the 
publication of his defence. That prejudice arose not only from 
the faccthat this was a slaveholding District, and filled with all 
kind of prejudices where the question cf slavery was concerned; 
but from the faet that, insome parts of the South, all papers 
having the taint of Abolition, ox containing Abolition matter in 
them, were suppressed and prevented from circulating. The 
press in this city knew that ifthey sent to the city of Charleston 
any papers containing matter which the authorities of that 
place conceived affected the slave interest, or even tainted in 
the slightest degree with Abolition, that they would be seized— 
pillaged by a committee of incendiaries, and destroyed. He 
held in his hand some documents which would show the extent 
of this interference in some parts of the country with the rights 
andliberties of the people, and their rights to the immunities 
of the postoffice. Here Mr. A. sent to the Clerk’s table and 
caused to be read: first, extracts from Niles’s Register, giving 
the proceedings of a Committee of Safety of Charleston, South 
Carolina, in velation to incendiary, pictorial, and Abolition 
publications, sent through the post office for the purpose of ex 
citing the slaves to insurrection; and the proceedings of the 
City Council, and also of a large public meeting of citizens of 
Charleston to devise means to put a stop to the circulation of 
such publications, These proceedings, Mr. A. commented on 
with much severity, complaining of them as grievances that 
called loudly for relief, and characterized them as a violation 
of the freedom ofthe press and of thesanctity of the Post Of- 
fice, and an infringement upon the liberties of the people. 
Second, Mr. A. caused to be read the correspondence between 
Mr. Gouverneur, late postmaster at New York, and Arthur 
Tappan, President of the Anti-Slavery Society, in rotation to 
the transmission of publications of the same kind through the 
New York Post Office, and intended for the South. Third, a 
letter from Mr. Kendall, when Postmaster General, to the 
Postmaster at Richmond, Virginia, iv relation to similar publi- 
cations transmitted to the post office at Richmond. And, 
fourth, as the the Reporter understood, a letter addressed to 
the Columbia Telescope, onthe subject of Jay’s life, pubiished 
by the Messrs. Harpers—the Abolition matter of which had 
been suppressed by the publishers in the copies intended for 
the South. All these Mr. A, complained of as giievous abuses, 
and said that they furnished indubitable evidence of the in- 
fluence of Southern slavery. Here was, he said, a violation of 
the rightsof the people in the Post Office, and a violation of 
the freedom ofthe press. Here was, he said, a falsification of 
the life of one ofthe most illustrious patriots of the Revolution, 
(John Jay,) because it was conceived to contain matter offen- 
sive to the South. The freedom of the press was suppressed, 
and, not only thai, but it was falsified. That, he said, was 
one of the strongest proofs of a great conspiracy on the part 
ofthe Southern portion of the Union to extend the Jaw of 
slavery throughout the free States. But all this was not to be 
reported. Tie Intelligencer was to goto the South expurgated 
of every thing that he said; expurgated of this exposure of the 
conspiracy in the South to force slavery on the free States; ex- 
purgated of the conspiracy against him; and, in short, expuiga- 
ted of his defence, because, forsovth, the Reporter for the 
Intelligencer did not think proper to report what he said, 
in consequence of his having complained of a suppression of 
some of the most material paris of lis defence. Under these cir- 
cumstances, he was unwilling at this stage ofthe proceedi 
make any further remarks. He would waittill he 
answers to the calls which the House, at his instance, bad made 
on the President of the United States, and on the Executive De- 
partments, for information to be used in his defence, and until 
he could make arrangements to give such authentic accounts 
of the proceedings on his case as the Intelligencer refused to 
sive. Notonly the portion of country South of Mason and D 


on's line, but his own constituents, were deprived of the privi- 


“Leavitt and Torrey are both Editors of Abolition newspa- 
pers, [the Liberator and Emancipator,] and Torrey is the man 
who was taken up at Annapolis a short time ago, but escaped 
for want of sufficient evidence against him. 
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lege of seeing what defence he should make against the charges 
that had brought him before the House. He was there- 
fore induced to request of the House to postpone the proceed- 
ings against him, till the answers were received from tthe 
Executive Departments. 

The SPEAKER observed to the gentleman, that it would be 
necessary for him to make his motion definite—to name some 
particular day for the postponement. Ifthe documents should 
not come in by that day, he could then move a further postpone- 
ment. 

Mr. ADAMS accordingly moved to postpone the further con- 
sideration of the subject till next Thursday week. 

Mr. A: V. BROWN called for the yeas and nays; which 
were accordingly ordered.. . 

Mr. MARSHALL, after a few remarks which were inaudi- 
ble to the Reporter, observed that he had listened for the greater 
part of thetime in which the gentleman from Massachusetts 
was engaged in his defence, to the remarks of that gentleman, 
and he believed that this was the sixth day oa which he had oc- 
cupied the floor, and the attention of the House—a period as 
long as was required for the creation of the world, There were 
really, as would appear to be the fact upon the most cursory 
examination of the proposition before the House, but two ques- 
tions ef fact, and one of law involved. Had a petition been pre- 
sented to dissolve the Union of these States, and did the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts present it; and upon these two ques- 
tions of fact did there arise under the law of Parliamenta 
breach of the privileges, and a contempt of ihis House? Now 
these facts were already within the knowledge of the House; 
and what did the gentleman propose to do? To get information 
from the Executive Departments which would enable him, in 
connection with what he hadsaid to the House, to make out a 
case o {justification for his constituents who signed the petition, 
and for himself for presenting it. The gentleman had pressed 
upon the attention of the House the repeated charge that the 
South meditated the introduction of slavery upon the free 
States of the North, He had already announced on this floor 
that the South wished to mvolve this country in a war with 
Great Britain for the purpose of reviving the African slave 
trade; and he had warned the North that a conspiracy existed 
in the South to repeal the habeas corpus, and the trial by jury, 
and abolish the freedom of speech and of the press. 

The gentleman had avowed, in the face of a British nobleman 
and statesman, who wasadmitted to a seat in this hall, that the 
right to search our vessels on the high seas, Claimed by the Bri- 
tish, was a just one, and he defied American statesmen to con- 
trovert it. 

Mr. ADAMS denied that he had made any such avowal. 

Mr. MARSHALL said he referred to the report of the gen: 
tleman’s speech inthe papers of this city, and he had beard 
every word of it. The gentleman denied that he employed the 
langnage attributed to him; but the gentleman was s0 reported 
both in the Globe andjIntelligencer, and if any gentleman would 
take the troubte to examine the two reports, he would find 
sucha difference in the language, thovgh the substance was 
the same in both papers, as to prove that there was no collu- 
sion or understanding between the different Reporters. 

What now was the proposition of the gentleman? Why that 
this question which had consumed so much of the time of the 
House, with regardto whichthe gentleman professed to enter- 
tain so much delicacy, is to be postponed to give him time to 
get documents from the Executive Departments to enable him 
to make out his case. He lays down his grounds and calls for 
the proof. Now so far as the question between the gentleman 
and himself was concerned, and so far as the question before 
the House wasinvolved, he was willing to admit that all the 
gentleman sought to establish was true; protesting, however, 
against its being used atany futuretime. What was it that 
the gentleman proposed? To justify himself and his constitu- 
ents for presentinga petition for dissolving the Union, on the 
grounds of the wWeclaration of Iadependence; and he now calis 
for proof to make out a case of grievances, and show that the 
time had come, and the right existed, to abolish our present 
formof Government. 

That was the gentleman’s course ofargument,and that was the 
course he had pursued for the last six days. So far as he Mr, 
M.) was concerned, he was willing to admit all the gentleman 
wished to prove; and he now called upon the House to know 
to what end all the gentleman’s arguments and all his docu- 
ments were to be produced. Would the course the gentleman 
was pursing amount to a justification of the act charged against 
him? Would it justify him, should he be able to prove it, that 
there existed in the South those treasonable designs he had 
charged against it, to force the institution of slavery on the 
free states, and to abolish the habeas corpus, and the trial by 
jury? Suppose the House should agree toa postponement till 
the gent eman could bring forward proof to sustain the charges 
hehad made; what then? Was the House to acquit him, and 
to answer the prayer ofthe petition? Such a conclusion, from 
the gentleman’s own showing, was what he aimed at. Buthad 
itany thing todo with the question before the House? Sup- 
pose all that the gentleman said was true, andhe here conceded 
for the sake of the argument that it was so, did that change the 
powers and duties of this Government? or didit furnish a justi- 
fication for the course pursued by the gentleman from Massas 
chusetts? The House was called upon by these petitioners to 
repeal the union ofthese States—to overthrow the Constitution 
and to extinguish the national existence ofthis republic; and the 
geneman who was charged with a contempt for proposing to the 
ouse to commit this act, which would involve its members in 
the crimes of treason and perjury, complained again and again 
that he was charged with treason and perjury. The gentleman 
persis‘ed in keeping out of view the real offence with which he 
was charged, and made the issue on an offence with which he 
was notcharged, Tie would not, however, review that part of 
the gentleman’s argument again; but he would ask, what pos: 
sib'e change could it make in the decision of the Honse, on this 
question, ifthe gentleman succeeded in making out the case he 
had stated? That louse had no righi to act on such a 
petition as the gentleman had presented, and the gentle- 
man himself had no more right, without being involved in a 
contempt, to present it for the consideration of the House, if 
he made out his case, than ifhe did not. These things, however 
were to goout to the country as a part of the gentleman’s 
defence, a new issuc was to be made, and bitter appeals to the 
prejudices of the North, with the most vindicttve assaults 
on the South, were to be connected with this simple proposition, 
which was wholly foreign to the subject of abolition, Upon a 
proposition so simple as the question before the House, the 
whole floodgates of the gentleman’s rancor were to be opened, 
ang he was to have two weeks time more allowed him, or per- 


haps one month, in which to pour out his vituperation of the 
South and its institutions by making an issue which had nothing 
to do with the question before the House. He had marked, 
Mr. M. said, the various changes which the gentleman’s de- 
fence had undergone in the course of the last six days. ‘The 
other day the gentleman entertainedthe House with a biogra- 
phical history of himself for forty years; with anecdotes of Cau- 
lincourt and the Emperor Alexander; and with 4th of July ora- 
_tione that he had delivered. All this was more for the Abolition- 
ists of the North than‘for his defence to the House. Emboldened 
since by the apparent sympathies of the House, he abandoned 
the ground that he took the other day of a strong attachment 
for the Union, and now was attempting to show that there ex- 
isted in the institutions of one section of the country grounds 
to justify a proposition to overturn the Government. Now, 
said Mr. M. after the gentleman had consumed so much of the 
time of the House in the manner he had done, were the 
Northern members prepared, during the existenceof the 2ist 
rule, to give him further time to enable him to connect the 
question of abolition with the tremendous question of a disso- 
lution of the Union? After a few further remarks from Mr. M. 
saMr. ARNOLD observed that he had opposed, from the first, 
the introduction ofthis matter into the Honse, and he had, on 
every occasion that offered, votedto lay it on the table, be- 
lieving that no good could result from ‘the proceedings. ' He 
should vote now against the postponement asked for by the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, inasmuch as it would then 
leave the question open on the motion of the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. Sommers] to refer the subject toa select com- 
mittee, and should that motion prevail, the gentleman would 
have all the time he desired. . He should, for his part, prefer 
the reference of this matter toa select committee, as moved by 
the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Summers, ] believing that 
course tobe the best, and because it offered a mode by which 
gentlemen might escape from the situation in which they were 
placed. After voting to allow the gentleman to call for testi- 
mony, the House could not, he thought, in decency, refuse him 
an opportunity of using it. Mr. A. then moved the previous 
question on Mr. Apams’s motion. 

Mr. CUSHING inqnired of the Speaker whether the previous 
question, if ordered, would not bring the House directly toa 
vote on the resolutions? 

The SPEAKER said yes: on the amendment to the amend- 
ment first, then on the amendment, and then on the original re 
Mr CUSHING. And 

r, CUSE . Andit cuts offthe motion to post 

TheSPEAKER said it did. postpone? 

Mr. CUSHING. Andit cuts off the motion to commit. 

The SPEAKER. No; the question of commitment to a select 
commitizeisa part of the amendment; and ifthe previous 
question is ordered, the House will be brought to a direct 
vote on the proposition ofthe gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 
Summers. ] 

{Which proposition is, to submit the whole matter to the in- 
quiry of aselect committee.] 

After a momentary Conversation between Mr. THOMPSON, of 
Mississippi, and the Srzaxer, as to the order in which the 
Wan AWIN Cand’ Mr. PICKEN 

Y, an r. VS simultaneoust vi 
that there be a call of the House. ` very Moved 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, asked the yeasand nays on that 
motion; which were ordered, and, being taken, were: Yeas, 
82, nays 98. 

So the call was refused. 

The question then recurring on the demand of Mr. Aryoip 
for the previous question = 

Mr. ADAMS requested the gentleman from Tennessee {Mr. 
Arnoup] to withdraw that motion; and if it was not the plea- 
sure of the House to postpone the further consideration of 
m subject, he (Mr. A.) was ready now to proceed with his de- 

` fence. 

The SPEAKER (addressing Mr. Arnon) inquired if he 
withdrew the motion for the previous question. 

Mr. ARNOLD said that, if the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts withdrew his motoin to postpone, he (Mr. A.) could not, of 
course, insist on the motion for the previous question, 

Mr. ADAMS withdrew the motion to postpone. 

Mr. THOMAS F. MARSHALL renewed the motion of Mr. 
Arnoxp for the previous question. 

But the SPEAKER intimated thatthe motion could not now 
be made, because the gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
ADAMS) held the floor in continuation of his defence. 

Mr. ADAMS then proceeded with his remarks, and continued 
his complaints of misrepresentation and persecution, and of 
the institution of slavery. He was reading copiously from an 
Abolition pamphlet for the purpose of showing how inferior the 
State of Virginia was to New York in population, wealth, and 
ewe because of the existence of slavery in the former, 
when 

Mr. ApAMs was called to order by 

Mr. SAUNDERS, who submitted to the Speaker that the 
question being on committing the resolution of vensure on Mr. 
ADAMS to a select committee with certain instructions, the 
reading of essays or newspaper articles in opposition to, or in 
support of the right of slavery, or of the conduct of the Aboti- 
tionists, was not pertinent to the question, and that Mr. 
ADAMS, inreading and commenting upon such matter, was out 
of order. ; 

The SPEAKER said that the proposition to commit to a 
select committee was offered as an entire substitute for the 
resolution and amendment, and that thus the whole merits of 
the subject matter to which they had reference were laid open. 

And the SPEAKER overruled the point of order. 

Mr. SAUNDERS appealed from the decision, and asked the 
yeas and nays; which were refused, 

And the question “Shall the decision of the Chair stand as 
the judgment of the House?” was then taken and decided ia the 
affirmative—ayes 97, noes 26. 

So the House affirmed the decision of the Speaker. 

Mr. ADAMS then wenton reading the pamphiet; after which 
he continued his remarks till half past three o’clock, when he 

ive way to 

Mr. BOTTS, who movedan adjournment. 

Mr. HOUSTON called for the yeas and nays, which were not 
ordered; and on taking the question, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Menpay, February 7, 1832. 
The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Senate a report 
from the War Department, made m compliance with the act 


of March 2, 1803, giving a statement of the returns of the mili- 
tia of the several States, and showing the quota of arms each 
of such States will be entitled to under such returns: ordered 
to lie on the table and be printed. 

Mr. EVANS presented a memorial against a repeal of, and 
suggesting certain amendments to, the Bankruptlaw. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of citizens of Albion, 

Orleans county, New York, asking the interference of the Go- 
vernment in behalf of American prisoners now in confinement 
at Van Dieman’s Land, in Australia: referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 
_ Mr. WHITE presented the petition of citizens of. Meridian, 
in the State of Indiana, asking an appropriation for the conti- 
nuance ofthe Cumberland road: referred to the Committee on 
Roads and Canals. 

Mr, YOUNG presented a petition of Mary Nelson, widow of 
Robert Nelson, praying a pension: referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Pensions. 

Mr. STURGEON presented a petition, signed by merchants, 
manufacturers, mechanics, and others, of Pittsburgh, Pennsy]- 
vania, praying for the passage of the Exchequer hill, and pat- 
ticularly for that portion of it which relates to exchanges: refer- 
red to the Select Committee on that subject. 

Mı. KING presented the petition of John McKinley, an As- 
sociate Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States, sta- 
ting that, as the ninth judicial circuit is now constituted, it is 
utterly im possible for him to perform all the duties of his office. 
The duties were represented as being two-thirds more than all 
the other districts, and the travel one-third more, Mr. K. said 
it was impossible for one individual to discharge the duties. No 
physical strength could enable one individual to perform the 
extensive travel in the circuit and attend to the duties of the 
court. Great complaints existed against the judge in conse- 
quence of the non-performance of the duties which it is physi- 
cally impossible for any one manto perform. ‘The memorial 
prays that the labors of the judgesbe equalized. Mr. K. thought 
the memorial ought to be printed and go to the lawyersand 
judges to enable them to know the cause of the interruptions to 
the businessof the courts, &c: The memorial having been 
read, was referred to the Judiciary Committee, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. LINN presented a petition from the representatives of 
Robert Rogers, praying the confirmation of tide to a tractof 
land: referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. MOREHEAD presented the claims of Major A. Lewis, 
late Captain in the United States Army, for indemnity for cer- 
tain losses: referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. MILLER pressnted memorials from the State of New 
Jersey, asking for an increase of duty on foreign window glass 
and iron: referred to the Committee on Manufactures. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented nine petitions from manufac- 
turers of iron, residing in Philadelphia county, asking for a duty 
equivalent to that of 1839, upon iron imported into the United 
States, and unless that wes done they could not sustain them- 
selveg against foreign competition: referred to the Committee on 
Manufactures. 

Mr. B. also, presented a memorial from citizens of Lancaster, 
and vicinity, Pennsylvania, designating that city as a suitable 
site for a national foundry: referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, 

Also, the petition of Mary Levely, the widow of Captain 
Cevely, praying the continuation of a pension, which was for- 
merly allowed out of the privateer pension fund, but, in conse- 
quence of the exhaustion of that fund, has been withheld: refer- 
red to the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, the petition of J. D. Fowle for a pension; which, with 
the accompanying documents, was referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. 

Mr, CALHOUN presented a copy of the proceedings ofthe 
Legislature of South Carolina, declining to receive her distribu- 
tive share of the proceeds of the sales of the public lands, ac- 
companied by five resolutions upon the subject, three of which 
passed that body unanimously, and the other two with a stnall 
minority agains’ it; and he remarked that he might say, without 
hesitation, that ninety-nine hundredths of the people of South 
Carolina were opposed to the distribution, believing that it was 
unjust and unconstitutional, and that be was proud to represent 
a State which could resist so enormous a bribe. 

Mr. C. also presented resolutions of the Legislature of South 
Carolina, in relation tothe controversy between Virginia and 
New York, upon the subject of fngitive slaves, accompanied by 
the report of the Committee on Federal Relations of that Legis- 
lature, anda law similar to the one adopted by Virginia, to pro- 
tect that State against the effects growing out of the position as 
sumed by New York on this subject. Lhe abie and elaborate 
report of the Committee on Federal Relations was read. 

Mr. CALHOUN observed thatit wouldhe perceived from 
the papers just read, that Virginia had been obliged to re- 
sortto certain measures for the prescrvation of her slave pro- 
perty, and against the results of laws passed by the Legislature 
of New York, affecting that property. South Carolina has 
backed Virginia in the course she has found it necessary to 
pursue, It was not his purpose to say one word ahaut the 
course pursued by New York or Virginia, in addition to the 
argument contained in the report, and resolutions he bad sub- 
mitted; they contained sufficient to place the matter in its ‘rue 
light. Hisobject at present was, to avail himself of the oppor- 
tunity which the presentation of these communications 
from his State afforded, to call the attention of the Senate 
to the action of Abolition, and to what it must lead. This was 
one of the siages of itsprogress, and there could be no doubt 
that Abolition must end in a dissojution and overthrow of the 
Government, because its tendency was to make those who 
ought to be the best friends the most deadly enemies. There 
was another aspect in which the subject might be viewed, 
Slavery was not simply slavery in itself, but it was a politi: 
cal institution, and with the South the most essential of all 
others. Ti was not necessary to inquire into the object of Pi- 
vine Providence in bringing the two races tegether in a portion 
of this Union; it was sufficient that such a state of things exist- 
ed, and it wasonly under the present relation of master and 
slave that they could live together. Ifthis relation should be 
abandoned, the subjugation or expulsion of one race or the 
other must take place, and the most deadly war that ever took 
place would, asa consequence, undoubtedly ensue. Jt was not 
with the South a question of expediency and safety—they never 
could separate the two races; they were tere; and that 
being a settied fact, the South must defend itself by 
ali lawful means; peacefully, he hoped, but, at all 
events, it must he defended. Circumstances at the 
North had already rendered the intercourse between that 


section of the country and the South unsafe; and this he uis 
tered with profoundregret. There was not simply a body of 
agitatiors in several of the States, but they had, from come 
cause or other, been able to wield the power of the Legislaturee 
tothe injury of the South. Whatstep, then, must or could be | 
taken? Why, the adoption ofa measure similar to that adopted 
by Virginia, who had always taken the lead in great measures, 
and had ever heen distinguished for judgment and patriotism. 
She had a system of police which prevented her property: from 
being taken away by vessels coming from New York, and. the 
Constitution expressly declared that “‘no person held to. service 
or labor in one State under the laws thereof, escaping into 
another State, shall, in consequence of any law or regulation 
therein, be discharged from such service or labor, but shall be 
delivered up on claim of the party to whom such. ger- 
vice or labor may be due.” Just in proportion as. the 
grievance complained of should increase, would the South 
be compelled ‘to move in a body, and, by. mail and 
by commercial regulations, resist the injustice, until 
the intercourse between the North and the South might abso- 
lutely cease. He asked the North, and he appealed to geu- 
tlemen, and called upon them to say, in the name of the coun- 
try and as lovers of the Union, whether thisstate of things was 
desired, or not? and whether the South must be compelled to 
exercise the high privilege under the Constitution, and resort to 
police pewer to protect its interests? On reason why the South 
forbore was that, if the worst should come to the worst, she 
would have this great protective power; but gentlemen from 
the North had the power, ina great degree, to avert this tre- 
mendous result. Let them look here, andat the other end of 
the Capitol, and also view the appeal make by a large conven- 
tion held in the State of New York, at which resolutions were 
adopted, calling upon the slavesin the South to escape from 
their masters, and offering protection to them. No man who 
knew the condition of the slaves, could believé that it could be 
bettered. He éeclined entering into a comparison of the condi. 
tion of the slaves andthe white laborersofour own country, 
but he would remark that no laborers outof our country were 
in a better condition, and enjoyed a greater share of their labor, 
for their own benefit, than did the slaves of the South. 

The proceedings and resolutions were then referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. BARROW and Mr. TALLMADGE, cer. 
tain papers relating to pensions, were taken from the files of 
the Senate and referred to appropriate committees. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Claims, made an unfa- 
vorable report on the petition, (name not heard,) praying ine 
demnity for the destruction of certain lumber; which wag or- 
dered to be printed. 

On the motion of Mr. PRENTISS, itwas —— — — 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions inguire into the 
expediency of granting a pension to Caroline Mack, the widow 
of a soldier of the Revolution. 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, re- 
ported back to the Senate without amendment, the bill to con- 
firm certain land claims, in the Ouachita land district in the 
State of Louisiana; with a recommendation that it do pass. 

The adverse reports of several committees were taken from 
the table, and concurred in, as follows: . 

The adverse report of the Committee on Claims, on the 
claims of the collector of Perth Amboy. ; 

The adverse report of the Committee on Pensions, on the pe- 
tilion of Martha Green for a pension. Also, on the petition of 
the widow of Asa Green. $ 3 

The adverse report of the Committee on Claims, on the peti- 
tion of Peter Brown for provisions furnished during the 
late war. Also, on the petition of John Prentiss. Also, 
the claims of John Watts, for the refunding of money 
expended by him in detecting frands against the United States, 
Also the claim of Joseph York, for indemnity for the property 
lost during the late war. 

The adverse report of the Committee on Naval Affairs on the 
petition of Maria Ridgway for a pension. Also, on the petition 
of Mary J. Barry. y , 

The adverse report of the Committee of Private Land Claims, 
onthe memorial of William Waller, for the confirmation o 
title toa certain tract of land, | 

The adverse report on the peti 
F. Moulton. . ; 

The President pro tem, laid before the Senate the annual re- 
port of the Commissioner of Patents; which was ordered to lie 
on the table, and be referred to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. SEVIER, on leave, introduced a bill to amengan act, 
entitied an act supplementary to the actentitledan act to amend 
the judicial system of the United States; which was read twice 
aud referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. . 

Messrs. WHITE, BAGBY, and PORTER, presented petitions 
remonstrating arainst any amendment, postponement, oF ree 
peal of the Bankrupt law; wbich were referred to the Judi- 
ciary Committee. h p 

Mr. PORTER presented a memorial from Monroe, in the 
State of Michigan, requesting that, if the present Bankrupt law 
be repealed, a new one may be enacied: referred to the Com. 
mittee on the Judiciary. ? 

The Senate then proceeded to the corsideration of the fol 
lowing resolution, heretofore submitted by Mr. Cray, Viz: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be ins:ructed 
to inquire into the expediency of providing by law that, when- 
ever any State or States shall refuse their proportion of the 
public lands, such proportion shall be distributed among the 
residue of the assenting States, | i e i 

Mr. KING was impressed with the belief that the proposi- 
tion of the Senator from Kentucky was not seriously intended. 
Ifit was not seriously leas by him, he hoped he would 

ermit i tio be laid on the table, A j 
P Mr. CLAY was much surprised that the Senator from Ala- 
dama should think that he was not serious., He never moved 
in a propositson without reflection, and without an intention of 

nrosecuting action upon it, 

l Mr ‘KING remareed that they had been told, over and over 

again, that the preceeds of the lands belonged to the States, 

Such was the argument of the Senator from Kentucky. If, then, 

Alabama, by tbe Distribution bill, was only getting that back 

which belonged to her, what right has the Senator from Ken- 

tucky to take it from her, and put it into the pockets of his own 

State and other States. Suppose all the States but two were to 

refuse to receive this bribe held out to them, would the Senator 
from Kentucky persist in giving the whole proceeds to those 
two States, that were willing humbly to receive their distribu- 
tive share? Would he be willing to take the whole and put it 
into the pockets of Kentucky and Ohio, two assenting States} 


tion of Daniel Lowe and Chas, 


Mr. K. spoke at some length of the Distribution act, which was 


unjust and unconstitutional; and the impropriety of the ‘course 
propused by the Senator trom Kentucky, in view of his own ar- 
guments in justification of the distribution, and moved the 
yeas aud nays on (he adoption of che resolution. 

Mr. CLAY spoke further in defence of his proposition; arid 
was replied tv by Mr. CALHOUN, and in opposition to the re- 
solution. Then : ` 

‘Mr. MANGUM submitted the following as an amendment to 
the resolution, which was accepted by Mr. CLAY, viz: “Or in 
what manner these proportions ought to be disposed of, or 
whether any disposition of them ought to be made.” 

The debate, which had assumec an interesting and important 
character, was further continued by Messrs. ALLEN, KING, 
CALHOUN, WRIGHT, WOODBURY, and ARCHER, in op- 


to the resolution, and by Messrs. SMITH of Indiana, ” 


osition 
OLAY, BERRIEN, and PRESTON, in favor of it; when 
3 Mr, KING moved to strike out of the resolution, the words 
“auch proportion shill be distributed among the residue of the 
assenting Siates;” and called for. the yeas and nays; but, before 
the quesiion was taken, á 
Mr. MANGUM obtamed the floor, and moved ao adjourn: 
ment, which he waived, to enable 
Mr. LINN, to give notice that he would, on to-morrow, or 
the next day, move that the Senate proceed to-the consideration 
of the business on the private calendar. Great injustice was 
done, he said, to the private claimants in consequence ef the tar- 
Giness of action on their claims. 
The motion of Mr. Manaum was agreed to, and 
The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monnay, February 7, 1842. 

The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. 

On leave given, petitions were presented by the following 
gentlemen, and were appropriately referred: 

Messrs, CARY and STEENROD of Virginia. 

Mr. SHIELDS ofAlabama. 

Mr. COWEN, of Ohio, gave notice that he would, to-mor- 
row, move the adoption of the following resolution, which was 
read for information: 

Resolved, That no determination of the House that has been 
or may be adopted shall be construed to suspend the rule set- 
ting apart Friday and saturday of every week for the conside- 
ration of private bills and private business, beyond the day on 
which such determination is adopted, 

Mr, G. DAVIS (alr. Anams, who was entitled to the floor, 
on the question of privilege, not having yet taken his seat) asked 
the House to take up and couaiiler at this time the following re- 
solutions, heretofore offered by him: 

Resolved, 'Vhatthe Secretary of the Treasury inform this 
House how many ciicers and other persons in the employment 
of the Governinent were in any way connected with each port 
of entry of the United staces on the third day of March, 1829; 
how many o> ihe third day of March, L841; and how many on 
the first day of December, 1841; with the annual compensa ion 
of cach officer aid other person, by classes, at those dates re 
spectively, and the aggregate amount; and also ail other ex- 
penses at cach port, Alsu, thatthe Secretary further iniorrm 
this Lfouse how much revenue was collected at each custom. 
house in ths United States, and the aggregate amount of ex: 
penseg, forthe year preceding the 4th day of March, 1829; how 
mach for the year preceling the 4thday of March, 1841; and 
how much for the last current fiscal year. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State, the Secretary of the 
Treasury, the Secretary of War, the Secretary of the Navy, and 
the Postmaster General, report to this House whether the law 
of Congress directing the job printing, stationery and binding 
oftheir Dopartments, respectively, to be furnished by con- 
tract, after praposals anait baye beca advertised in the pablic 
prints, bas boen execated; and ifeuch law has beea executed, 
or whether it hasor not, +t what rates such printing hes been 
done for each yerr since 1829, and the difference between those 
yaces and the rales fur which the privtiag for the two Houser of 

vse was done atthe first session ofthe present Congress. 
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Mr. NS moved the previous ques! 
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And the main qusstion was ordered to be now taken, 
And the resolution, as modified was adopted, 
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of Treasury be cirected to in- 
form this Hous if any, has been retained by 
collectore of customs, as fines, penalties, and forfeitures, since 
the passage of the act of 34 Merch, 1841; and if any moneys 
have been retained, to give the name ornames of said collectors, 
and the amount retained by each. Also, whether any opinion 


Resoived, 
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has been given by the Attorney General on the subject; and, if 
so, a copy of said opinion. p , 
Objection being made, the resolution was withdrawn. | p 
Ou leave given, Mr. WASHINGTON presenied certain eddi- 
tional testimony in the base of Elijah S Bell, now pending be- 
fore the Committee of Clainis; which was -refeored to the gaid 


Committee. 
FORTIFICATIONS. 


On leave given, Mr. FILLMORE, from the Committee of | 


Ways and Means, reported a bill making appropriations for 
certain fortifications of the United States for the year 1842; 
which said bill was read twice, and referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the stateof the Union. — 

Mr. FILLMORE, from the same committee, 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of su much of the esti- 
mate of appropriations for the year 1842, for fortifications and 
other works of defence, as relates to repairs of sea-wall on 
Lovell’s island, Boston harbor; to addition to old fort at New 
Bedford harbor, Massachusetts; to partial repairs and puting 
in condition for immediate service. the forts and batteries on 
Staton island, New York harbor, belonging to the State of New 
York; to commencement of a fort at Sandy Hook; to fort on 
Sollers’s Point flats, harbor of Baltimore, Marylanc; to repairs 
of Forts Caswell and Johnson, and preservation of the site of 
the former, mouth of Cape Fear river, North Carolina; and to 
the erection of additional accommodations for the troopsat 
Fort Towson, Arkansas: and that these subjects be referred to 
Committee on Military Affairs, 

Mr. PENDLETON submitted an inquiry to Mr. FILLMORE, 
which the Reporter could not hear, but the purportof which 
may be inferred from the answer of 

Mr. FILLMORE, which was, that the Committee of Ways 
and Means bad not felt authorized to act on these matters of 
appropriation until the Committee on Military Affairs (which 
was the appropriate committee of reference) liad first examined 
and approved them. 

Mr. PENDLETON was understood to say that the works 
on Staten Island were among the most extensive and impor- 
tant works of the United States, and were now undergoing re- 


reported the fol- 


pairs. 

Mr. FILLMORE admitted fully the importance of these 
works, but was understood to say that they still belonged to the 
State of New York, and that they had not yet received the ap- 
probation of Congress for the repairs now making. They were 
paid for out of the contiagent fund for fortifications. 

Mr. F. was here interrupted by Mr. HOPKINS, who de- 
manded the orders of the day. 

But the question was taken on the resolution, and it was 


adopted. 

QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE. j 
The Uouse resumed the consideration of tha resolyti 
Mr. Ginmer, proposing a censure on Mr. Aname, for 
sentation of a petition praying for a dissotution gf hë Union, 
together with the amendment of Mr. Marsnazsthefeto, and 
the substitute amendment of Mr. Summers fur Qoth the said 
propositions. : 
Mr. ADAMS rose and said he had been chargedby the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky, (Mr. MarsHarx] with cofsuming an 
unreasonable portion of the time of the House with his own 
affairs, Is appeared that six days was an extravagant use of 
the time of the House for the Jefeace of a man situated av he 
was, when a portion af it had been consumed by the gentleman 
from Kentucky himself, and a considerable portion of it by 
others, his associates, who were endeavoring to destroy a man 
by their accusations, However, he was willing, as he had said 
before, to be wiihont responsibility to the House, and to the 
country, for the cor i portion of the fons 


n of 
e pre- 


had repeatedly 6 matter where it is 
without even making his defence further,afier the char: heed 
been unfolded; and he wished now to say, that if any genile- 


man here was willing to make a motion to lay the whole sub- 
ject upon the table, he would forbear to proceed aay further 
with his defence. 

Mr, BOTTS rose, but— 

Mr. ADAMS said he wished to state Che whale affair, 
proc 
requi: 
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motion, en his [Mr. BARNARD s] pledge to renew ft, in order 
that he might have an opporcunity simply of presenting three 
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-or four propositions in writing, having reference to this sube 


ject.. He deemed it due to the subject, and due tothe Consti- 
tution, to do this; and it wasnot iù defence of the gentleman 


. from Massachusetts 


Mr. BOLTS was understood to intimate that he would cheers 
fully accede to this: request, (as the gentleman merely desired 
to read his propositions, if objection should be made in no 
other quarter. 

Mr. MERIWETHER said something, (not distinctly heard 
by the Reyiorier,) but amounting to an objection. 

So Mr. BOTTS declined to withdraw the motion. 

[The following are the propositions which Mr, BARNARD de- 
sired to read, as the result and conclusion of his views on 
thesubject before the House, he having had no opportunity to 
express his views tothe House in any other way. > 

I That the petition in this case is nothing more than the 
hasty and ill-considered expression of opinion on the part of 
the signers that the Union, as at present composed, cannot be 
kept together; and that measures ought, therefore, to be taken 
immediately tor a peaceable separauon, instead of waiting for 
the day of violence and civil war. ” 

IL. That the petitioners had a perfect constitutional right to 
send such a petition to Congrese; and any member of this 
House had a perfect constitutional right to ofer that petition 
to the House, and to advocate the views and statements of the 
petitioners on this floor, if he should see fit to do-so, The 
House, ia the mean time, had a perfect constitutional right 
to receive and entertain the petition, or to refuse to entertain 
It. 

1I. That in presenting this petition to the House, the mover 
has done no more than if, without any petition, he had offered 
to the House a resolution of his own to the effect of the instruc- 
tion offered by him on presenting the petition, viz; that a se- 
lect committee be appointed to draw up and report to the 
House, and through the House to state to the country, reasons 
why measures ought not to be taken for the dissolution of the 
Union: this he had a perfect right to do: 

IV. That the attemptto convert this petition, andthe expres- 
sion of opinions contained init, into a high political offence, 
and to make that offence triable before any tribunal, and espe 
cially to make it triable before this body, sets the Constitution 
of the country and every known principle of law and hberty at 
utter detiance, and is deeply offensive to the understanding of 
the Houseandthe country, It is, moreover, an attempt lo set, 
up the Representative body above the constituent pody, and 
make the former the se!f-constituted censors of the political 
conduct and opinions of the latter, with power to punish for 
such’conduct and opinions at discretion, , 

V. Thac the attempt to involve and indentify a member of this 
House, presenting a petition, with the petitioners and their pe- 
culiar sentiments and views, notwithstanding his most explicit 
disavowals, and to hold him amenable to the retributive jus- 
tice aiid power of the House on the pretended ground of con: 
tempt, isa high-handed and daring attempt—a gross breach of 
the privileges and independence of that member—a deep 1n» 
jury and offence to his constituents, and, throtfth him and 
them, a deep injury and offence to every member ot this body, 
and to the country it its several sections whose Representa» 
tives weare.] | 3 

And the question again recurring on 
whole subject on the table— 

Mr. MERIWETHER asked to be excused from voting. 
Ite wished to give no vote, he said, which could directly or m- 
directly be construed as approving to any exient whatever, the 
conduct of the gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. Apams) in 


the motion to lay the 


fied, from al} he had seen, that i 
of censure, either under the original resolution oy t 
tute, to be adopted. He, therefore, considered ita useless çon- 
sumption of time; and he had seen this whole matter played 
as a poiitical game before the country, to the prejudice of one 
party ane the benefis ofanother, And if he were to vote at all, 
he should vote to lay onthe table, because he wished to avoid 
the inconsistency which his vote might present when compared 
with his sentiments. Ue, therefore, asked to be excused from 
voting. 

The question being taken, the House refused to excuse Mr. 
M, from vor 
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Newhar?, Owsley, Payne, Pickens, Proffit, Recing. Reynolds, 
Rhett, Rigge, Rogers, Sanford, Saunders, Shaw, Shields, Wilk 
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‘Ham Smith, Snyder, Steenrod, Sumter, Sweney, Jacob 
Thompson, Triplett, Turney, Ward, Watterson, Westbrook, 
James W. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, and Wood 
So the whole subject [i e. of the Question of Privilege] was 
laid on the table. 
" The state of the question as to the petition praying for the dis- 
solution of the Union then stood thus: 

Before the question of privilege (now laid on the table) had 
been raised, a motion had been made to jay on the table the 
question of reception, which had been decided Jn the affirmative; 
and a gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. Turnzy) had moved a 

reconsideration of that vote, Before that question of reconsi- 
deration had been decided, the intermediate question of privi- 
legehad been raised; which being now disposed— 

‘The quesiion recurred on the motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the question of the reception of the petition had been laid 
on the table— 

Mr. CUSHING inquired of the Speaker if that motion was 
debatable? 

The SPEAKER replied, ifdebate was demanded, it must lie 
over, 

Mr. WISE asked the yeas and nays on the motion to reconsi- 
der; which were ordered. 

Mr. HOPKINS inquired of the Speaker whether, if the mo- 
tion to reconsider prevai.ed, the question would not then be, 
“Shall the petition be received?” 

The SPEAKER said yes. 

Mr. MERIWETHER (the member who had heretofore raised 
the question of reception above referred to, and had made the 
motion that that question be laid on the tabte,) said he under- 
stood now thatthe motion was to reconsider the vote by which 
his said motion had been carried. 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. M. continued. He Would then say that, at the request of 
several members, he should (if the motion to reconsider pre- 
vailed) withdraw his motion to- jay the question of reception on 
the table, that the House might take a direct vote on the ques- 
tion of the reception of the petition. 

Afier a brief conversation be:ween Mr. FOSTER and the 
SPEAKER, 

The question “Shall the motion be reconsidered?” was taken, 
and decided in the affirmative, as follows: 

YEAs—Messrs. Landaff W. Andrews, S. J. Andrews, 
Atherton, Barnard, Beeson, Bidlack, Bowne, Boyd, Aaron V, 
Brown, M. Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, Burnell, Wiliam 


O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Fatrick ©. Caldwell, Calhoun, ` 


John Campbell, William B. Campbell, Caruthers, Carey, 
Casey, Chapman, Chiitenden, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Cra- 
vens, Cross, Cushing, Daniel, Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, 
Dawson, Dean, Deberry, Doan, Doig, Eastman, John ©. 
Edwards, Egvert, Everett, Fillmore, Joba G. Floyd, C. A. Floyd, 
Yornance, ‘I’. F. Foster, Gamble, Gates, Gentry, Gerry, Gid- 
dings, Gilmer, Gordon, Graham, Granger, Creen, Gustine, 
Gwin, Habersham, Harris, Wm. S. Hastings, John Hastings, 
Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Howard, Hubard, Hunter, James 
Irvin, W. W. Iwin, James, I D. Jones, Keim, Andrew Kenne. 
dy, Lane, Linn, Littlefisid, Lowell, Robert McClellan, Mal- 
lory, Marchan!, Alfred: Marshall, Thomas F. Marshall, 
John Thompson Mason, Mathiot, Mathews, Medii, Meriwether, 
Miller, Moore, Morgan, Newhard. Osborne, Owsley, Parmen- 
ter, Partridge, Payne, Pearce, Pendletoa, Pickens, Pope, 
Proffit, Alexander Randall, Reding, Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, 
Rogers, Roosevelt, Salsonsiall ord, Sans haw, shep- 
perd, Shields, Slade, Vi smith, Suyder, cd, 
A. H. H. Swart, J T. Sinart, Summers, Si y 
J. B. Thompson, R. W. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Frip- 
Jett, Turney, Van Renssalaer, Warren, Watterson, Wash- 
ington, E. Westbrook, James W. Williams, Lewis Wib 
liams., Christopher H. Williams, Winthrop, Wise, Wood, 
and Yorke—144. 

WAYS—Messrs, Allen, Arcold, Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, 
Barton, Birdsdye, Blair, Boardinan, Bons, Brewster, Briggs, 
William Butler, John © Oiar mes Cooper, Cowen, Cran. 
ston, John Mdwards, Per iek G. Goode, Mall, 
Halsted, Henry, Hudson, Joh y, Lawrence, Lewis, 
Samson Mason, Mattocks, Maxwell, s, Morrow. Powell, 
Ramsey, Randolph, Ridgway, V 4 : J, M. Rus. 
sell, Simonton, Framan Smi Lokely, Stratton, 
Taliaferro, Tillinghast, Tole Ward, E. D. 
White, Augustus Young, and John Young—52, 

So the motion was reconsidered. 

Andthusthe question recurred on the original motion of Mr. 
MerrweTHER to fay the question of reception of the said peti 
tion on the table, 

Whereupon Mr. MERIWETHER wit 
and demanded the previous question on 
question, to wit, on the reception of the p 
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e. FILLMORE ed Mr. M. to withdraw the motion, that 
he (Mr. F.) aight make a direst motion that the 


rejected. 

{Loud cries to order.} 

Mc. MERIWETHER refused to withdraw the motion. 

The question then being ca the demand for the previous 
question, there was a second 

And the main yuastion was ordered to he taken. 

Mr. ALTE. SHEPPERD asked the yeas and nays on the 
main questior were ordered, 

And ther “Shali the petition be received?" 
being about to be taken— 

Mr. BURNELL asked to be excused from ve 
that he trusted it was not necessary for a 
State of Massachusetts to d on this floor, ia th 
the whole country, his ardent, sincere, and devoted attach- 
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Present position ofthis quesiion, tere 3 
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H è rase to order, 


The SPEAKER sard that Mr. B, wasin order, 


Mr. B. proceeded to remark. that he did not intend to tres- 
passon the kind indulgence with i | dis- 
posed to hear a member ọn a question so momentous as this— 


not momentousin its direct and practical ox the in- 
stant, but in its bearing on that vast and comprehensive tiree 
of interests embraced in the subject, Tt was on the ground that 


he might be misapprehended, that he moved to be excused. He 
trusted he should never flinch from giving any vote on this 
floor; and he concluded by repeating, what he had said when 
he began, that it could not be necessary, in the face of the Re- 
presentatives of the American people, in the face of the Ame- 
can people itself, or of the world, to declare his ardent, sincere, 
and devoted attachment to this Union. 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky asked the yeas and nayson the 
morion to excuse Mr, BuRNELL from voting; which were re- 
ured. 

And the question bemg taken, the House refused to excuse 
Mr. BuRNELL. cine” 

Mr. J.C. CLARKE asked to be excused from voting. He 
said that he would yield to no gentleman in the House in 
warmth of attachment to the union of these States—an union- 
whch made us one in interest and onein affection. It should 
be inviolable—“one and indivisible,” now and forever. Anex- 
pression of a wish to dissolve it he considered political blas- 
phemy, and called fer the most marked reprobation. 

The question now was the naked question of reception. He 
would prefer, if the form of parliarnentary proceeding would 
permit, that the question of laying on the table, or of reference 
with itsiructlous to report against the prayer of the petition, 
should be coupled with the motion to receive. In that case he 
would, with more pleasure, vote in the affirmative. Asit was, 
he should, if not excused, still vote in the affirmative. 

It was possible that some of his constituents (though he did 
not believe that there was one) might, in _respeciful language, 
petition for adissohition of the Union. Ifso, however much he 
should regret the folly and madness of such a petition, he would 
vote to receive it. Ife held the right of petition sacred. Mr. 
©., was not excused, 

Mr. MARSHALL asked to he excused from voting, and said 
he desired briefly tostate the reasons of that request. He said 
a motion had been made to censure one of the members of this 
House, for presenting a petition to dissolve the Union, and the, 
House had solemnly decided to lay the proposition on the table. 
That decision would be considered both here and by the country 
tobe a settling of the question in favor of the gentleman 
who offered the petition, and that gentleman hada right to pre- 
sent a petition of that sort Now he wished tobe excused from 
voting on the proposition that the petition shail be received, un- 
til the question was directly settled that such a right existed, 
He wished the House to decide whether the people of the 
United States had the right to ask that House to do that which 
would involve thecommission of perjury on the part of the 
Tlouse. 

The House refused to excuse the honorable gentleman, 

Mr. HUDSON, of Massachusetts, preferred the same request. 
In ordinary cases, indeed in all cases, he was in favor of receiv- 
ing every petiiion which was respectful in its language, and 
hemust vote against rejecting any petition which had not been 
considered. The present petition had not, indeed, been consi- 
dere directly, but ithad,in the debate, been considered jadi- 
rectly, and in part. This state of things was embarrassing. 
Tf it had not been considered at all, he shoul! have no hesita- 
tion atatl; bat, under the circumstances, as he felt undecided 
how to act, he did not know whether to vote ay or no, and he 
therefcre prayed to be excused from voting. Mr. H. was not 
excused. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD (who had just taken his seat) desired 
the Speaker to inform h'm what the state of the question was, 
and whether it would bs in order for him to movean amend- 
ment to the question of reception declaring that Congress had 
no power to grant the prayer of the pe 

The SPEAKER explained the state of the question, and 
stated that the previous question having been ordered, n 
ainendment was in order. 

The Clerk then proceeded to call the roll, ; 

When the nameof Air. ARNOLD was called, that gentle- 
man rose to submit a motion (but with the intention, he 
was understood to say, of withdrawing it) to be excused from 
votng. 

The SPEAKER eaid itsvas now too late to make that mo- 
tion, The tim d gone by. : 
And the roll having been called through, the result of the vote 
was as foiiows: i 

YS Messrs. Adams, Allen, Sherlock J, Andrews, Arnold, 
Aycrigg, Babcocx, Barnard, Birdseye, Botts, Burnell, Calhoun, 
Childs, Chittenden, John C. Clark, James Cooper, Cranston, 
Cravens, Richard D. Davis, Kverett, Fessenden, John G. 
Floyd, a. Lawrence Foster, Gates, Giddings, Granger, Halsted, 
Wm. 8. Hastings, Howard, James, Linn, Maynard, Morrow, 
Benjamin Randali, Saltonstall, Slade, Stratton, Tillinghast, 
‘Toland, Winthrop, and John Young—40. 
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š Shepperd, Shields, 
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anrod. Stokely, Alexande i . 4 
ummers, Sumter Sweney. Taliaferro, Jobn B. 
Thom .Rich’é W. Thompson, Jacob Thompson. Tomlin. 
son, Tripick, Turney Underwood, Van Rensselaer. Wallace, 
Ward, Warren, W gion, Watterson, Westbrook, Edward 
D. White, Th WV, Wiliams, James W. Wiliains. Lewis 
Williams. Ch pher H. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, 
Wise, Wood, Yorke, and Augustis Young—166. 

So the petition was net received. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. E 
The House then fell back on the call of the States for petitions 


; astyle of 


and memorials, under the-suspension of the rules. for that yu: 
pose ordered on the 7th day of January, thecallatill resting wii 
the State of Massachusetts. me `» i 

Mr. ADAMS rose and said that he had two petitions to the 
same tenor and effect as the one the House had jüst refused to 
receive, one from New York and one from ‘Pebnsylvania, He 
mentioned this to show that the feeling which influenced the pe- 
titioners of Haverhill, was not confined to them only. i 2> 

Mr. BOWNE asked what part of New York that. petition 
came from. He wished to know what portion of the people of 
New York would petition on such a subject. oo i 

Mr. ADAMS replied that the gentleman would see that if the 
House’ would consent to receive the petitions.. In the present 
disposition of the House, however, he would preserve these pe- 
titions for a future cecasion. 

_ Mr. ADAMS then continued the presentation of Abolition. pe- 
titions of every description, such as petitions for the abolish- 
ment of slavery and the slave trade in the District of Columbia; 
for the recognition ef the independence of Hayti; remonstrating 
against the admission of Texas into the Union; against the ad- 
mission of Florida; for the repeal of the 21st rule; to ree 
move the seat of Government to one of the free States 
in the alternative of refusing to abolish slavery in the 
District of Columbia; censuring the conduct of the Ame- 
rican Consul at Nassau, New Providence, in velation to 
the mutineers of the Creole, and requesting his recall. Some 
of these petitions coming under the 2ist rule, were not re- 
ceived, and others had the question of reception raised on 
them, and that question was, in each case, laid on the table. 
Mr. ADAMS, in. conclusion, said that he had now get through | 
with all his petitions, with the exception of the two to dissolve ` 
the Union, and, as he had before observed, he would, in the 
present disposition of the House, preserve them for a future oc- 
casion. 


~~ Petitions from Massachusetts were also presented by Messrs, 


WINTHROP, CUSHING, SALTONSTALL, HUDSON and 
CALHOUN, the two last presenting Abolition petitions, which 
were not received, Ly 

New Hampshire: By Messrs. SHAW, HAS LINGS, BURKE, 
ATHERTON andEASTMAN. 

{Mc. Burke presented the petition of Huldah Smith, Polly 
Chase, Elizabeth Hall, 8. Smith, Alice Williams,” Lydia 
Sanders. Susannah Vinton, Isabel Baghee, and Mercy Wood, 
widows of Revolutionary soldiers, praying to be restored to 
the pension list, 

From Maine: By Messrs. RANDALL, LITTLEFIELD and 
FESSENDEN. After which, 

‘ye House adjourned. 


neces 


IN SENATE, 
Tusspay, February 8, 1842. ; 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Senate copics of 
the reportand letters of the Commissioners appointed by the 
President of the United States to run the boundary line between 
the States of Maine and New Hampshire and the British Pro- 
vinces. : 

On motion of Mr, EVANS, ordered to lie on the table, and 
be printed. k 

Oiso, laid before the Senate the annual repoitof the Come 
missioner of Public Buildings, showing the condition of the 
public buildings in this city: ordered to Jie on the table and ba 

rinted. 

Mr. PIERCE presented a petition from citizens of Lebanon, 
New Hampshire, asking thatthe pension laws of 1638, in rejas 
tion to widows, may be revived, and so amended as to continue 
the pensions 1o widows during their natural jife; referred ta the 
Committee on Pensions. i . 

Also, presented a petition, name not keard; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. i 

Mr. ALLEN presented the memorial cf citizens of Trum. 
pull county, Ohio, desiring that Congress would take into. cone 
sideration the question, whether it be practicable to esiablish by 
concert of action with otker civilized nations of the world, 
some international tribunal, in order to settle natioral culties, 
andavoid the calamities of war, He moved that the memorial be 
read, and referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations, sup» 
posing that that committee would authorize a report in favor of 
the object of the petition, or that they will a report a resolution 
in favor of the appointment of a joint committee. of the two 
Housesto take the subject into consideration: referred to the 
Committee on Foynign Relations. 

Messrs, WHITE and PORTER presented memorials re- 
monstrating against a postponement or repeal of the bankrupt 
law; which were referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BENTON presented a petition from the city of New 
York, praying for a repeal of the bankr aw, and took the 
occasion to say that he would, in the course of the day, and es 
soon as the morning business was over, ask for the considera» 
tion ofthe bill which he } postponing the 


bad introdu 
action of the law. Je said that expeifence was already show- 
ingits evils. ekl itto be the bounden duty of Congress, 
in whose hi ower of repeal or amendment was, to dis 
charge thelr o the country by arr the act until it 
could be r greatly aitered. He read a paragraph 
from the r Bennetts Herald, to show that the 
rush w: cat far the benefit of the act—that six millions of 
debt were represented by the applicants on the first day of the 
opening of the court, and thatthe destruction of debts and pro: 
perty threatened a vast increase to the bankrupt list in banks 
and persone now deemed solvent, but who must fail wbentheir _ 
debis were lost. Hesaid the law would be execrated by the 
country, when its enormities were displayed by its operation; 
but it wasthe duty of Congress to prevent these evils, by 
amending or repealing. He considered it no. bankrupt Jaw, 
putan abotition debt law, the fruit of the diseased. times in 
h we lived, and the most fatal fruit which the unhappy 
son had pro d. Efe then read as follows, from the mo~ 
athe Herald, pronouncing an eficomium on inat 
section of the paper, as being worthy of the auention oi ine 
tarasman and legislator. 
7 “The applications for discharge from debt under the Bank- 
rupt law have commenced with great vizor. _ Great haste ie 
made to push through the forms of the jaw and obtain a dis- 
charge as speedily as possible, for fear Congress may yet poste 
pone the operation of the jaw, which would have the effect of 
ng all proceedings under it not perfected, Those in 
se behalf notice to creditors to show cause was made pub- 
lic to-day, cannot receive thelr certificates under seventy 
days. 
Very 


many of those who apply for a discharge are Jiving iu 
splendo: far above that which is withir the means o$ 


their creditors. These should promptly and vigorously’ com- 
bine, and sift out the real connection of the bankrupt with the 
property that surrounds him. It is the only chance of the cre- 
ditors, against whom the law isarrayed, to protect their rights. 
Under the late banking system, the credits created by trusting 
these people were called property.. Banks. andindividuals that 
held their paper considered it as good property. The amount 
ofthat property represented by those who applied for discharge 
yesterday in this city, is estimated at $6,000,000. This, by the 
operation of the law, will be annihilated. The hope heretofore 
entertained of being able to realize something from these debts 
has kept alive the hope of being able to pay other debts, That 
chance is now destroyed, and the probability of creating many 
other bankrupts is increased, who, in their turn, will apply for 
a discharge, and contribute to pulldown some others in their 
turn. ‘The avalanche isnow hanging over the heads of thou- 
sands who little dream that they are in danger of being crushed 
in the fall.” 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented several remonstrances on the 
subject of the Bankrupt law; and whilst he was up, took occa- 
sion to make some remarks, which he said had been suggested 
by the remarks of the Senator from Missouri [Mr. BENTON.) 
"Phat Senator, in his course on the Bankrupt bili, preceeded on 
the old maxim which had always governed his course upon ail 
questions of legislative action to which he was opposed—that 
perseverance conquers always. There was no action 
of Congrass against which he set his face, that he 
did not persevere in, to the last to have undone. He 
had hoped, after the action of the Senate oa the repealing 
bill, and afier the Bankrupt law had gone into operation, that 
that the question would not be again revived. There was no 
agitation in the country except that produced by the action of 
the Senator trom Missouri himself, who would not permit the 
question to remain settled. It is he who has agitated and con- 
tributed to produce the stale of things of which he now com- 
plains, ‘Chis measure had been denounced by that Sehator as 
a party measure; that the law and the petitions for the law were 
concerted. There was no party about it. The friends of the bill 
had striven to divest the question of all party considerations or 
character, and deprecated the course of the Senators on the 
other side who had made the effort to give it that cha- 
racier. We now see the effects of the Senator’s not permitting 
the question to be settled. The apprehensions of the country 
upon the subject had caused a great rush on the part of those 
who wished to embrace the law, for fear that it would be re- 
pealed. Ifit was permitted to become a permanent law of the 
land, and amended as experience suggested was necessary, it 
would be one of the most salutary measures for the country 
ever passed since the formation of the Government. If the 
gentleman’s Democratic principles would permit him to sub- 
mittothe majority of the Senate and country, and let the law go 
into operation, agitation would cease; there would be lessanxte- 
ty, less bankrupts, and more compromises between the debtors 
and creditors. Already many compromises have been made 
under the salujary provisions of thelaw. Mr. T. character- 
ized the Senator from Missouri as an habitual disturber, and 
parucularly on this question, and besought him for once to 
cease his agitating custom, and permit the question to remain 
settled. He believed the course of the Senator with reference 
to this question was not even sanctioned by his political friends. 
He believed they were desirous, after the action of the Senate, 
to abide itsdecision. Mr. T, asserted that the doctrines pro- 
mulgated by the Senator from Missouri, and the principles 
upon which he had acted, were the cause of the bankruptcy 
and the distress inthe country, and made a bankrupt law ne- 
cessary; and imputing that he had now no heart left to feel for 
the distresses which he had created— \ 

“False, sir; false, sir;” said Mr, BENTON, rising from his 
seat in great excitement of manner, and with much vehemence 
of gesture and language. 

des CHAIR. ihe Senator from Missouri must preserve 
order. 

Mr. BENTON repeated, in his seat, “False, sir; false, 
ir. 

TheCHAIR. The Senator must preserve order. 

Several Senators rose, and great confusion for a moment pre- 
yailed. 

Mr. BENTON, (again,) “False, sir”? 

Mr. TALLMADGE. Iam not disconceried at the action of 
the Senator. Ihave said nothing out or or or not in the 
course of parliamentary debate, and I here repeat what I have 


said. 
Mr. BENTON, (a fourth time, and in his seat,) “False, six; 
false, sir; false, sir.” aa, 
Here Mr, CLAY and several other Senat 
rose, calling to order, and addressing the Ch 
Mr. BENTON (addressing more particnia 
his seat) said: I will obey the Ohair, and not y 
Mr, CLAY. The Senator shall now adir 
and, if he does, it shall be followed by lan; 
to such conduct. 
Mr. BENTON. Thope, then, sir, that the lane 
followed by some action corresponding to it. i 
Mr. CLAY. Ah! 
Mr. BENTON. Action, sir, action; no words, 
The CHAIR. The nator from Mi ri is not in order. 
{tis not in order for a Senator to speak w 1 his seat. 
Mr. BENTON, (rising.) T beg pardon of the Chair, 
Mr. PiLELPS asked what was the guesiien before the 


s simultaneously 


- CLAY from 


ee in his seat; 
guage correspond 


se will be 


Shair. 
The CHAIR observed that there was no question pending 
Mr. PIIELPS requested the Chair y 
the remarks of the Senator from New York, when interrup! 
by the Senator from Missouri. 
The CHAIR stated his impression of the grounds assum 
by the Senator from N York at the time he waa in 
He conceived the Senafor from New York was a tt 


the opinions and course pursued by the Senator from Missouri, 
in promulgating thein, H che la ilemenis about the Bank- 


rupt law, and to the opinions a TL measures of the Senator and 
his party the causes of distress which had rendered the law ne- 
cessary. The Chair did not consider the words nsed 
ally to the Senator from Missouri, but to the doctrines and ry 
aures advocated by the Senator. The lancuage, though very 
strong, the Chair did not conceive, as applied, called for the 
interference of the Chair, 
-3Mr. PHELPS moved to lay the whole question, including the 
memorial, on thetable. 

Mr. CLAY observed that it was not in order to make that 
motion—the Senator from New York being still in possession 
of the floor, 


Mr. PRESTON was anxious that order might be maintained, 
but, not being conversant with questions of this kind, was 
somewhatat a loss how best to effect that object. According to 
his recollection of what bad occurred, the Chair had called to 
order the moment the interruption had eccurred. A member 
of the Senate had also called to order. Whatshould be done, he 
was not prepared to say; but that something must be done, he 
thought, was apparent. It was a case evidently calling for 
some decision. Mr. P. then referred to some cases which he 
conceived in point, and thonght the Senate ought to proceed to 
the consideration with closed doors. 

Mr. LINN hoped not. In ail the difficulties which had arisen 
during the time he was a member of the Senate, and they had 
been many, theré never was but cne considered with closed 
doors—that which occurred between the Senator fram Ken- 
tucky and the Senator from Alabama, He considered the ac 
tion of the Senate on such difficulties, after the cali to order had 
allayed them, uncalled for; it was always better to let them be 
settled by the parties themselves out of doors. 

Mr. PRESTON withdrew his proposition to consider the 
matler with closed doors. 

Mr. LINN thought it would be well to makea rule, but not 
like the Bankruptlaw, to act retrospectively. Almost every 
day the Senate was in session for the (me which had falien un- 
der his observation, breaches of order had occurred, and no no- 
tice was taken of them. Atthe extra session a case as exciting 
asthis had occurred, and it was allowed to pass off without any 
actionof the Senate. As he undeistood the language of the 
Senator (rom New York, applied to his (Mr. Linw’s) colleague, 
(Mr. Benton.] it was personal, and referred more to his opi- 
nions and course of action than tothe doctrine or measures of 
hisparty. If his friend and colleague so understood it, it was 
a necessary Consequence that he would be irritated and make 
such a remark as hedid. Such epithets would stir the blood 
of any one inthis body as well as that of his friend. 

Mr. BENTON observed that there had been a iong course 
of personality before that. 

Mr. TALLMADGE, There was no personality about it. 

The CHAIR called to order. 

Mr. LINN regretted the difference which had occurred very 
much; but he could not consent that one special case should be 
selected for the condemnation of the body, unless the Senate 
should first establish definite rules, and prescribe the appro- 
priate punishment, and then apply those rules alike and rigidly, 
im all cases. Mr. L. remembered many analogous cases, of 
great heat and violence, which had been passed “over without 
the Senate’s having taken any notice of them whatever; one, 
especially, which had occurred not many monthssince, yet no 
steps had been taken by the body, and it passed of. Te hoped 
the same would be the case now, and that the debate would 
proceed, ag if no interruption had occurred, 

Mr. PRESTON thought that, after allthat had occurred, or- 
der of some kind ought to be taken. There had been a breach 
ofthe order of the Senate; words of heat had passed between 
two of its members. The Sena‘e was possessed of high powers 
for the preservation of its own order and dignity, and they had, 
heretofore, been sternly exercised, But, having gone thus far 
in bringing the matter to the notice of the body, being but little 
acquainted with matters oforder, and being perfectly incapa? 
citated from not having heard what had been said, he should 
leave fhe subject to other gentlemen. 

Mr. SEVIER conceived the true state of the case to be, that 
if the Senator was in order in making his remarks, the Senatar 
from Missouri was out oforder in interrupting him, If the 
Senator from New York was out of order in the language he 
used, the Senator from Missouri was not out of order in arrest- 
ing the progress ofhisremarks, He requested the Chair to de- 
cide, 

The CHATR did not understand the epithets of the Senator 
from New York as applied persone to the Senator from Mis- 
souri, but to the opinions and cou vf ar 
the Chair had understood the words to be 
have called the Senator to order, 

Mr. CLAY said he had a singile remark to make on the occur- 
rence. The indecorum which had heen committed had existed 
in two particulars: fi iv the language itself which had 
heen utte amd, secon nthe face the Senator, while 
uttering it, had retained his scat, and bad directed it at andad- 
dressed the Senatar fre New Work, while in possession 
ofthe floor, Fedil not rs milar to this. The 
case referred to by the gentleman from Missouri near him 


nof the party, If 
personal he should 


[Mr. fins} was, as he supposed, what h occurred between 
the ator from Alahaima, on the otf: of the Senate, [Mr. 


Kirsa} and himself; butthat case d 
cause what had been saidon eit 
been nitered when the person 
sion of the floor, and on thei 
here, w a member w 


ifie lely from this, bs- 
le on ibat occasion had 
neaking were in lawful posses- 

ddressing the Senate. But 
akingto the Senate on a great 
and momentous natt ta Senator throwing himself 
hack in his chai et “False, false,” aad, when called 
to order, continued to repeatthe language. ` 

Mr. LINN did netthink this al Whathaloc- 
enrred had been a breachof order, a violation of the proprie- 
ties of the body; but Mr. T. might appeal ta the members of 
the Senate, and to all who listened to its debatesin the galleries, 
if there was v parren in which the rules of order were not 
Was t 


an exception? 
s of decorum 
vs ofthe Senate? 
a Senator to read 
e ward which 
gthebody. If 
Mr. ©. was ready ta 


committed by bim and th 
The rules, if y r 
a newspaper af his se 
could intersuy y 
these rnles were tobe F 
ive np to them ay, tothe very plumb line ofthe strictest con- 
formity, provided other gentlemen were reanired to Co the 
same: but, according to thet ig naw prevailing, not a single 
member was fo he fmd who did not violate the rules, toa 
greater or les * everyday. All gentlemen spoke neca- 
sionally from th seats. end conversed across to each other: 
and, though thi htnat be ini orms, it was, strictly 
considered, no fess a breach ofroi line could be drawn 
separating words of anger from words of peace, inthis resnect: 
both were alike breaches. of decornm and of the order pre: 
ihed hy the regniations of the Senate. 

r WALKER considered the remarks of the Senator from 
New York (Mr. Tartmapcn]at the ume the interruption oc- 
curred. as being personal in their reference to the Senator 
from Missouri; and they had been marked with that character 
for some time before. The Senator from New York in the 
great ardor of his feelings in favor of this bill, in which, as they 


lnot perm 


wak a si 
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all knew, he took a very likely interest, couldnot have been 
aware how far those feelings had hurried him on. He certainly 
had been personal towards the Senator from Missouri, as sé- 
parated from the party with whom he acted, both on this bill 
as well as on other occasions. Mr. W. certainly understood 
him ashaving spoken of the public distresa as being the fruit 
of the doctrines and measures of that gentleman—not of his 


arty. 
P M TALLMADGE said he had not spoken of the gentleman 
personally; but had stated his honest conviction that his course 
had largely contributed to produce the rush of which he com- 
plained, as well asthe distress which had led to it. Mr. T. did 
in his conscience believe so, and could not help it, , 

Mr. WALKER said the gentleman had reasserted the same ` 
sentiment in various forms and shapes. 

Mr. TALLMADGE said hehad reasserted now what he had 
often asserted before. He had reiterated that sentiment on all 
occasions; for he did in his heart believe that the ccurse and 
doctrines of the Senator from Missouri had produced, more than 
any other cause, the existing state of things. k 
Mr. WALKER resumed. Such was no doubt. the convic:, 
tion of the honorable Scnator; but, as to how he had expressed 
it, he was himself, perhaps, rot so good a judge as those who 
heard him. The geotlcman had gone further than he now sups 
posed he had done. To heara man’s measures accused of hav- 
ing produce the ruin of hundreds and thousands of bis fellows 
men, and then that, after all, he had no heart to pity the very 
distresses he had himselfereated, was enough to rouse. the pas- 
sions ofany man. Under the excitement of the moment, the 
eentleman from Missouri had violated the decorum of debate. 
Mr, W. should deeply regret it ifsuch an occurrence should - 
occasion any permanent alienation between the gentleman 
from New York—a gentleman for whom every member of the 
body cherished so sincere a respect—and the honorable gentle- 
maa from Missouri. i 

Mr. PHELPS thought that the Senate was departing frora 
all preliminary usage. Ifthe remarks of the Senator from New 
York had been ofan objectionable character, the parliamentary 
course was for the Chairto call the gentleman to order. Ifthe 
gentleman refused to acknowledge himself to be out of order, 
an appeal would have been taken, and a decision of the body 
had thereon. What was the history of this occurrence? In- 
stead of having called the Senator from New York to order, the 
Senator from Missouri had interrupted him in the manner the 
Senate had witnessed, and the Chair had called that Senator to 
order. From this no appeal had been taken, or could be. It 
was a lawful act of the Chair, in order to suppress disorder. 
The present debate was wholly out of order, Noquestion was 
before the Senate, s 

Mr. KING said that he was not in the Senate when the disor- 
der occnrre:l; he confessed that he had heard of it with deep re- 
gret, and he hoped and trusted that this occurrence would warn 
Senators, in future, not to give way 


to any impulses of unkind 
feelings. They were now presented in an attitudewhich did not 
belong to the Senate; and as he thought that this thing 
had gone far enough, he bow hoped that the Senator from 
New York would proceed in his remarks, and that he would, 
from sel f-respec:, avoid the least an proach to personality, z 

The CHAIR remarked that he had aiready declared it as his 
opinion that the Senator from New York was in order; and that 
if nu appeal be taken from the decision of the Chair, the gentie- 
man was entitled tothe floor. 

Mr. MANGUM said that no Senator present was less conver- 
sant with the rules of order than he. He admitted it with some 
feeling of self-condemnation. ‘The Senate had witnessed a most 
manifest breach of decorum in the highly disorderly conduct 
which bad occurred. To preserve the character of the Se. 
nate, as one of the most dignified of assemblies, if there exist- 
ed at present no provision in its rules of order, it was at least 
high time therc should, With a view to ascertain what 
were the rights ef the body, and what the duties of its mem- 
bers, and to provide proper sanctions, if none such already ex- 
isted, he would move a resolution, which he wouldsend to the 
Chair. 

The resoiution was then read as follows: 

Resolved, That a committee of — Senators be appointed 
to inquire what order onght to be taken upon a Senator in his 
seat addressing another in possession of the floor, and using op- 
probious and insulting language; and that said committee in- 
quire what order ought to be taken with regard to the language 
addressed by the Senator from Missouri to the Senator from 
New York, while in the possession of the floor. 

{Te should, however, ask that he might personally be excused 
from serving on such committee, simply for the reason that 
scarcely any other member of the body had paid so little atten» 
tion to the minutiæ of the rules of order. 

Mr. LINN rose to make some remarks, but was told it was 
not in order. 

Mr, KING asked if it wasin order to receive the resolution 
just offered. 

The CITA considered that if no appeal was made from the 
decision of the Chair that the Senator from New York was in 
order: nothing intermediate could be received til! he hat vacated 
the floor. 

Mr. LINN thought as the Senator from North Carolina had 
not been prevented from making his remarks, he, too, might 
say a few words, butas it had been declared out of order, ‘he 
would sit down. : 

Mr. CLAY observed that there could not be a doubt that such 
aresolution was directly in order. What was the case? An 
aci of disorder had occurred in the couree of debate, and in the 
face of the Senate: a Menator who was on the floor ded the 
toor that the Senate might take measures for the correction of 
such disorder, and preventing its future recurrence. The re- 
solution had reference to the very purpose for which the debate 
had been suspended. 

Mr. BAYARD thought that a very slight attention to thecir- 

cumstances of tle case, and to the rules oforder which governed 
the Senate, would cnable it to come toa conclusion periectly 
satisfactory to all. 
r VIER called Mr. BAYARD tO ore The Chair had 
decided the resolution of the Senator from Nor: Carolina to be 
out of order. Was there any appeal from that decision? If 
not, he hoped the Senator from New York [Mr. TALLMADGE] 
would proceed. 

Mr. BAYARD again commenced to speak, but 

Mr. SEVIER insisted on his point of order. 

Mr. MANGUM, toremove all difficuity, took an appeal from 
the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. BAYARD resumed. _ The Benator from New York 
had been engaged in addressing the Chair, when he was inter: 


fdpted by an ejaculation of the Senator from Missouri. What 
wasto be done? The Manual pointed aut the course very dis- 
tinctly. Mr. B. here quoted Jefferson’s Manual, which declares 
that if, in such a case, the Chair calls to order and is not obeyed, 
it may then.call again, naming the individual. This should 
have been the course of the Chairon the present occasion. Mr. 
B. proceeded further to quote the Manual, which directs that 
then the member, after having given his reasons in exculpatien 
of his conduct, shall withdraw, and the House shall then con- 
sider what is proper lo be done. Mr. B. remarked on the pain- 
ful character of such occurrences, and referred to what had 
taken place (though net in open Senate) during the extra ses- 
’ gion. Hitherto such had been the forbearance of the body that 
disciplinehad never been pushed to the extreme. But there 
remained one other thing which might be done, and that was to 
require the parties notto prosecute the affair to any quarrel. 

Mr. B. for this, again referred to the bovk. 

The CHAIR made an explanation, declaring, so far as heard, 
that it remained with the Senate io say whether it would pro- 
ceed further in this matter, 

Mr. LINN appealed to the Senator from North Carolina to 
withdraw theresolution he had offered, and let the Senator from 
New York take the yuiet course, and proceed with bis remarks. 
The resolution in iis present form implied a condemnation of 
hia colleague. 

Mr. BENTON. ° Never mind that, my good friend. 

Mr. LINN persevered in his request. This was the second 
time the same Senator had been selected, singled out for a no- 
tice of this kind. Now Mr. L. could, if necessary, adduce nu- 
merous cases where, with less provocation, a greater outrage 
on decorum had been committed. The remarks of the Senator 
from New York had been cutting and severe, and certainly bor- 
dered on being personal. But things ofihis kind had often hap- 
pened, and the whole had passed off. If further action should 
be insisted on, Mr. L. should take a prominent part in the dis- 
cussion; he should go back and bring up in review all the in- 
stances of disorder which had occurred up to this time. He 
had himself been culpable, as had many around him. Was his 
colleague to be seized upon and made an example of? Washe 
a second time to be thus selected? Mr. L, knew his own nature 
well; and he should be among the last to call either a personal 
enemy ora political opponent to order; he would not doit. He 
might do it to one ofhis friends. When any one transgressed 
the bounds of propriety in relation to Mr. L. he knew how to 
seek redress, and to obtain it in hisown way. Others might 
not approve of this, and might prefer having their feelings and 
their persons protected by the authority of the body. Mr. L. 
agreed to that; ıt was all very right; but then let even-handed 
justice be done, and let not proceedings grow out of the feelings 

- of the moment only. Mer. L. said he should resist this resolu- 
tionas certainly as it was persisted in. But the Senator from - 
North Carolina could let the whole difficulty pass off with the 
utmost ease; and then, after that, he might, if he thought fit, 
propose anv new tule of order looking to the future only. 

Mr. BENTON offered che following amendment to Mr. 
Maneum’s resolution, 

“And how far it was proper and consistent with the rules of 
the Senate for the Senator from New York (Mr. TALLMADGE] 
to address the Senator from Missouri (Mr. Penton) fora long 
time asa disturber ofthe country--as being habitually a dis- 
turber of the country—as being particularly so in relation to 
the Bankrupt law— beseeching him for once to cease his cus- 
tom—impeaching him with being the author of the indebted. 
ness of the hankrupts—and as having no heart to fee} for the 
distresses which he had created.” 

The CHAIR observed that an appeal was pending, and the 
amendment could not be received. 

Mr. MANGUM observed that his purpose was not to pre- 
judge the Senator from Missouri; and on reperusing his resolu- 
tion, he found it would in some measure do that; he therefore 
would withdraw the resolution. 

Mr BENTON objected to the resolution being withdrawn. 

The CHAIR observed that the pending question was on the 


a 
1 


ppeal. 

Mr. MANGUM withdrew (he appeal, u 
would carry with it the resolution which he si 
The appeal and resolution were withdrawn, 
Mr. ARCHER made a few observations not distinctly 


heard. 

Mr. TALLMADGE (the point of order being disposed of) 
said he had said nearly all that he had intended to say when in- 
terrupted by the Senator from Missouri. What he bad sai! 
upon the subject referred to was strictly truc, and he had no- 
thing to add to it or take fromit. If gentlemen supposed that he 
would not express his views of the effects of their measures, 
they were mistaken. Iie would do it fearlessly, and upon all 
occasions, when a performance of public duty required it at his 
hands. He would do it, and gentlemen might know 1, 1f they 
had not known it before. łn regard to the epithets of the Sena- 
tor, he would merely say that they herted them) back with 
scorn andcontempt. Mr. T. now moved the reference of the 
memorial, 

The CHAIR called the Fenator to order 

Mr, BENTON offered his amendment to the resolution of the 
Senator from North Carolina again. 

The CHAIR explained thatthe resolution had gone with the 
appeal, when the latter was withdrawa. 

Mr. BENTON observed that as the Senator from North Ca- 
yolina had withdrawn his resolution, he should withdraw his 
amendment. 

Here the matter dropped. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Commit s, reported a 
Dill for the relief of Thomas Fillebrown, jr. accom panied by a 
report. The bill was read, and the report was ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. P. also fro 
port on the pe 
which was orde7e 

Mr. P. made sever. 
tee; and 

Mr, BATES) a several reports from the Committee en 
Pensions; but th i nate was so great that the 
subjects of the reports could not be heart i 

On motion of Mr. BATES, the Commitee on Pensions were 
discharged from the farther consideration of the petition of Ba- 
ward Waller, and the petition was referred (othe Cemmitee 
on Naval Affairs. 

The Senate took up the unfinished business of yesterday, 
which was the following resolution submitted by Mr. Cray: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands he instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of providing by law that, 


ee, made an adverse re- 
of Phie Babcock; 
be pri 
from the same commit- 


n thesame commi 


ih 


j 


‘ 


i 
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whenever any State or States shall refuse their proportion of 
the public lands, such proportion shall be distributed among 
the recidue of the assenting States, or in what manner their pro- 
portions ought to be disposed of, or whether any disposition of 
them ought to be made. 

Mr. KING moved on yesterday to amend the resolution by | 
striking out the words, “such proportion shall be distributed 
among the residue of the assenting States,” and called for the 
yeas and nays. 

Thisamendment being the first question in order, 

Mr, SEVIER moved to lay the subject upon the table; but 
he withdrew the motion at the request of i 

Mr. CLAY, who said thai, as he wished to show his spirit of 
accommodation, he would agree to accept the modification of 
the Senator from Alabama, so that the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands might investigate the subject in all the variety of 
modes which mig 

Mr. SEVIER remarked that the first annual dividend onder 
that law, would not be payable before the lst of July, and the 


Senator from: Kentucky {Mr. Cray] proposed, before that time 
arrived, to appropriate that which belonged to two States to 
be divided among the assenting States. He thought it an ex- 
tracrdinary course of action. Propriety, at Jeast, suggested 
that they should wait til] the time at which the first dividend 
was due, Those States before that time might think proper to 
take some other action upon the subject. 

Mr. KING wanted a direct vote on the amendment proposed 
by himself. He had moved it because he wished to see what 
Senators were willing to take the distributive shares of the dis- 
senting sovereign States, which the mover of the resolution ac- 
knowledged belonged to them, to be distributed among other 
States, and thus commit a robhery. Ue asked, therefore, that 
there would be no shrinking from responsibility—that the vote 
would be taken on the amendment, 

Mr. CLAY said that, as the Senator would not accede to the 
accommodation, he hoped that the Senate would not consent to 
strike out the clause designated, recollecting that it wasamere ji 
inquiry, g ! 

Mr, BERRIEN observed that when he was told that, in vot. || 
ing against striking out the portion of the resolution proposed 
by the Senator from Alabama, he would be giving his sanction 
to the distribution to the assenting States of the proportion of 
the lands belenging to the dissenting States, he rose for the pur- 
pose of saying that, while he held himself bound to vote for 
the inquiry proposed, he should not affirm the result of the 
vote, as maintained by the Senator. 

Mr. MANGUM concurred in the views expressed by the Se. {|} 
nator from Georgia. He differed, however. from the Senator {jj 
from Kentucky as tothe lands. He regarded the taud as the’ 
common property of the Union, to be disposed of as Govern“ 
mentthovght proper. He did not think that it belonged to the 
ae as a debt due from the General Government to the 

tates, 

Mr. BUCHANAN remarked that much mare importance 
hae been given tothe subject than it deserved. What was the 
true question before the Senate? Whether the subject should be 
considered of transferring to the assenting States the distribu- 
tive shares of the proceeds of the pubiic lands which other 
States refused to receive. Xe should vote for the proposition 
of the Senator from Alabama, [Mr. Kinc,] but not because he 
thought the subject ought to be inquired into. The assenting 
States had no right to the proportion of the public Jands which 
any State or States might refuse to accept; and the assenting 
States had just about as much claim to it as he (Mr. BUCHA. 
wan} had to Ashland, or to any other property belonging to the 
trenator from Kentucky. 

Nr. SMITH of Indiana conceived that, by striking ont the 
clanse specified by the Senator from Alabama, the resolution 
would, in effect, remain precisely as it now was. 

Mr. SEVIER said thalas gentleman advanced jn life they be- 
came fond of talking, and he thought that they had shown it on 
the present occasion. Congress had been in session for the 
space of ten weeks, and had not spent three days in_the trans- 
action of business, bet nearly the whole time of the Senate had 
been taken up in discussing abstractions (he meant no offence) 
and nonsense, as they had been during this whole day. 

Mr. BUCHANAN, (with a smile.) I call the gentleman to 
order, 

Mr. SEVIER, (pleasantly.) I will take my seat, sir. 

Mr. BUCHANAN. My point of order is based upon the im- 
putation that the Senate could talk nonsense. [Laughter.} But 
1 withdraw my objection. 

Mr. SEVIER wouidthen proceed. They had heen discussing 
this subject for an entire day; and where was it to end? What 
was itallabou:? Why.ag to the propriety of dividing monty |i 
which was not yet in the Treasury, and which would not be |} 


i 
t be presented to them. i 

t 

i 


there nutil Jaly. The whole discussion, therefore, was prema- 
ture. aud, in order to enabie them to proceed to the considera- ji 
tionfof the bus} of the country, he moved to lay the whole j 
subject. on the t 1 

Mr. CLAY call | 


sick were ordered, | 
’ 


Allen, Barrow, Calhoun, Fol 
y, Smith of Connecticut, Stu 
and Young—J3, 

v, Bates, Bayard, Benton, Berrien, Bu- 

nam, Henderson, 

ick, 


ate, Clay. 
m Kerr, Ki 


Miller, itt 
of Indiana, Sonthare ood 
pridge-— 

So the upen the 


“tof Mr. Kaxe: 


The quesiion then amendim 
when 


Mr. CLAY made 


pe 


Vhaying been ord 


lution. 

The question was then taken on t 
by yeas andr and reantted ¥ 

YEAS--Me Allen, Archer, Benton, Bochanan, Calhoun, 
Fulton, King, Linn, MeRoberts, Mouton. Pierce, Preston, Se- 
vier, Smith of Conpecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wood- 
bury. Wright, and Young—20. 

NAYVS— Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Choate, 
Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Evans, Henderson, Huntington, 
Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Perter, Prentiss, 


e amen: 
a Ra 


Simmons, Smith of Indi ha Whke & 
Woodbrile aa ndiana, Southard, Tallmadge, White, and 


The question. was then taken on the resolution by ‘yèas and 


nays, and resulted yeas 25, nays 19— 

YEAS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien 
Clay, Clayton, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington Kerr, 
Mangum, Merrick, Miiler, Morehead, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, 
Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, White, and 


Woodbridge—25, . 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Archer. Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun 
Mouton, Pierce, Sevier, Smith 


capo King, Linn, McRoberts, 

o ‘onnecticut, Sturgeon, 

Wright, and Young—19. Mee Walker, Woodbury, 
So ttie resoition yir adopted. : $ 
Mr. BENTON rose for the purpose of moving the & 

take up the bill to postpone the ban aw; b nee o 

ceded pi he Yi to D pi krupt law; but was super. 
Mr. WALKER, whosubmitted the following T 
Resolved, That the President of the United States ee st 

2d, if not incompatible with the public interest, to cotin, i 

cate to the Senate all papers addressed to the President of the : 

United States or Departinent of State from citizens of the Unit d 

States having claims upon Mexico, relating to the terms of th 

convention between the United States and Mexico, prior or ina 

sequent tothe execution of the same, stating objections to ita 
execution, and the answer thereto; also, copies of the minutes 
of the board appointed under said convention up to the period 
when they proceeded to act on individual cases; also, copies of 
any notification from the State Department, or from any other 
quarter, of the time and place of first meeting of said board; 
a'so, copies of any communications which may have been ade 
diessed to the membersof the board appointed by the United 

States, or any or either of them, touching the organization of 

the board or its mode of proceeding; also, copies of the .com- 

missions of all the members of said board, and of the instruc- 
tions. ifany, from either Government to. the said board or its 
members; also, any communication from the late American 

Consul at Santa Fe to the Department of State touching any 


as follows: : f 
Choate, 


" violation of the rights of American citizens, 


Mr. W. remarked, on presenting the resoluti a 
lieved not only the Senate but the iole RE walat he te. 
be astonished at the proceeding of Mexico with reference to 
those claims, when the facts connected with this Commission 
should be brought to the inspection of the country. He be 
lieved the Commission must have been selected, on the part of 
Mexico, with the view of preventing the possibility of having a 
fair.examination‘of the claims. He believed the Commissionars 
had laid before the umpire spurious documents; and that, instead 
of submitting papers on both sides in many cases, only one 
side was presented, and the umpire was compelled to proceed 
in the dark in making the decision. He had not taken this 
course without a knowledge of the conduct of the Commission. 
He was well acquainted with the history of its proceedings, 
and thought it due to the American claimants, as the joint Cour 
mission was about to expire, that the whole s > Jai . 
ion ion Senate. p > Je should be laid be 

“ne resolution was, on the suggestio r i 
over tih tO-MOLTOW, orp E ara GIA Y laid 

n motion of Mr. SE , the Committee on Pen: 
discharged from the further consideration of mena 
Thomas Brownwell, late a lieutenant inthe navy of the United 
States in we late wary praying a Be placed on the invalid pen- 
sion roll; and the subject was referred to the Ci i a 
siao rall; ar ommittee on Na; 

Mr. LINN submitted the following: 

Resolved, That the Presideñt of the United States be re- 
guested to communicate to the Senate, if not incompatible with 
the public interests, all the information in his possession 
which may relate to the recent outrages committed by the Mex- 
ican citizens or people on the person and property of the Ame- 
rican consul and other American citizens residing at Santa Fe 
and northern provinces of Mexico. 
| On motion of Mr. MERRICK, the Senate proceeded to the 
Consideration of Executive business, and, after some time spent 
therein, adjcurned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
YTurspay, February 8, 1842. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved, 

On leave given, Mr. COOPER of Pennsylvania, from. he 
Committee on Indian Affairs, to whom had been referred back 
Senate bill No. 11, providing for an allowasce of pensions to 
certain Cherokee wairjors, &c. reported the same without 
amendment. 

The bill was referred to the Committee of the Whole House, 
and urdered to be printed. 

On leave given, Mr. C. also presented the memorial of Mary 
W. Thompson, asking for a pension. 

On motions of Mr. FOSTER and Mr. TILLINGHAST. 
changes of references in certain cases (names uot heard by the 
Reporier) were ordered. 
paar BRIGGS inquired of the Speaker what was the order of 

The SPEAKER replied that it was the cail for petitions—the 
call stil being with the State of Maine. 

Mr. BRIGGS hoped the House would proceed with the regu. 
Jar bu s before it. ve 

The EAKER then resumed the call for petitions. 

When the House adjourned tast feeling, Mr. Fessenpen had 
presented a memorial from the town of Portland, in relation tu 
the trade with the British colonies, and had moved its reference 
to the Commitice on Foreign Aifairs, and that it be printed. 

[Pending which motion, the House, for want of a quorum, 
had adjourned.] 

And the question now recurring on printing the said memo- 
rial— 

Mr. FESSENDEN remarked that at first it was his intention 
fo move that it be committed with instructions; but, on further 
cons deration, he was satisfied that it should receive the careful 
investigation of a committee. He would state, briefly, the cha- 
racter of te memorial, in support of his motion to print. 

The subject was one of great importance, and the memorial 
was exceedingly well drawn, and stated many important facts. 
I: was predicated upon the arrangement entered into between 
this conniry and Great Britain in 1830, in reference to our trade 
with the colonies of that country. Before that arrangement 
was made, we were in the enjoyment of a valuable, though in- 
direct, trade with the British West Indies. The eflect of the 
present arrangement had been to cripple our own commerce, 
aud to increase the commerce of Great Britain, employed in 
British colonial intercourse, in a remarkable degree, He would 


a 


mention, as-afact, that- whereas, at the time the arrangement 
referred to was made, nine-tenths of that intercourse ‘was car- 
vied on in Ameri an vessels, the amount of British and Ameri- 
can tonnage employed in itis now abou equal. ‘fhe trade 
þetween New England and the British colonies and possessions 
has now become of litte or gO value. Upon his own State the 
effect of rhis arrangement had been peculiarly disastrous. Be. 

- fore it went into operation, Maine had ten thousand tons of 
shipping employedin the trade withthe British North Ameri- 
can caloniesalone. She has now been driven cut of it entirely, 
whilethe shipping of those colonies. has been increased four- 
foid, and they have all the advantage ofa direct and unembar- 
rasge | trade with this country. 

He would not now go into an examination of the particu- 
Jay causes ofall this, but would leave that toa future and 
more proper occasion. AH he desired,’ at present, was, that 
pe memorial might be printed for the information of the 

ouse. 

Mr. F. was called to order by Mr. ANDREWS, of Ken- 
tucky, for debating a motion on the presentation of a peti- 


tion. 

The SPEAKER said that it was in order to state, briefly, the 
contents of a petition, but notto debate it, 

Mr. F. said he could not say that all he had stated was set 
forth in the paper itself. His de: ign was to give an outline of i 
its contents, With a view thatthe House mignt order itto be 
printed® , l 

The petition was then ordered to be printed, and was refer- | 
rered tothe Committee on Foreign Affairs, 

Mr. FESSENDEN (on leave) also offered the following re- 
solution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to com: 
munieate to this House any and all estimates which may have 
been made. and are now in his Department.of the cost of military 
road to Forts Fairfield and Kent, in the State of Maine, recom- | 
mended in the annual repurtofthe Secretary of War, and of 
the sums wanted for the purpose of erecting such road during 
the current year. 

THE TWENTY FIRST RULE. ! 

Mr. FESSENDEN gave notice that he would, at the earliest 
opportunity, offer a resolution to repeal the lst rule; which is 
in the following words: | ; 

“No petition, memorial, resolution, or other paper praying 
the abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia, or any 
State or Territory, or the slave trade between the States or 
Territories of the United States in which it now exists, 
shall be received by this House, or entertained in any way what- 
ever.” 

The notice was entered on the Journal. 

Petitions and memorials were presented also by the follow- 
ing gentlemen, and were appropriate'y reterred: 

‘Muine.—Messis. RANDALL, LOWELL, ALLEN, MAR- 
SHALL, and CLIFFORD. i | 

[Mr. Cursrorp presented the resolutions of the Legislature of 
the State of Maine, repeating the instructions heretofore given 
to the delegation from that State in Congress to vote in favor of 
the Bankrupt law. Land on the tab! 

[Mr. LOWELL presented tie petiuon of S. S. Rawson, and 
other ciuzens of Eastport, Maine, for a repeal of the Bankrupt 
law; which was referred to the Commitwe on the Judiciaiy. 
Also, the petition of Hezekiah Fjetcher, and other citizens of | 
Crawford, in the county of Washingion, Maine, fora mail route j 
or post road from Wesley, via Crawiord to Alexandria, in said} 
county; which was referred to the Committee on the Post Office | 
and Post Roads, Also, the periton of John Patten, jr. owner 
of the fishing schooner “Credit,” of Surry, Maine, for allowance 
of bounty on said vessel; the petition of Bphrann K. Smart and 
other membersof the Legislature of Maine, for an incresse of | 
the salary of the light-house on Ssaddie Back Rack? Maine; | 
and the petition of Freeman Hall, ant other crizens of Matiat- 
cus island, Maine, for an appropriation for a breakwater at the 
harbor of said istand-—all of which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. Aiso, the pet 
of Eden, Maine, to be allowed the pe 
Nicholas thomas, deceased, tor se 
Sires duvi 


ien of Nicholas ‘Thomas, 
tuerto bis late father, 
ed tbe United 
vas yeferred to 


hich v 
volutionary Pensions. } 
ced on the 7th day of Jannary, 


Louisian © WHITE, (on leave.) 

Mr. WHITE said he felt constrained to ask the leave of the 
House to introduca some memorials and documents with whicit 
he was charged. fo was with repugnante he ever atrempted to 
present any thing out of its vegiudar order. It was what he 
would not do ina matter personal to himscl!, but the interests 
of others carried with them an obligation higher than anyen 
siderations of sels 

Tnanimous leave being granted, Mi. W, presented— 

Sundry me jais relative to lands. 

A memorial of the Chamber of Commerce of New Dr- 
leans, for the erection of a new custom-house, and other ob- 
fects. 2 
A memorial of th 


e collector of New Orleans, on the sub- 
3 


custom house. : ; 

A memorial of the heirs of Henry White, for ins location of 
a bounty lani warrant. 

Ali which were reiert tees, H 

From Tern P BBEL (on 
jeave.) ot i 

Mr, C.I. WILLAN leave to offer the follov 
solutions which we naiien: 

Resolved. T 
ed to en 
establishtne 
Western walers 


J tothe annreap 


be instract- 
law for the 
for the 


in order to m 
Whole on the Stats 
The SPEAKER 
Mr. FILLMORE mn 
ed the finor to 


i 
1 
ji 


Mr. BIDLACK, who, (on leave given) pre ented certain neti 
tions heretofore transmitted to his deceased colleague, (My. 


Dimocs. . 
ooe THE DISSOLUT PETITION. 
Mr, CUSHING rose tọ a privileged motion, He mored to 
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reconsider the vote of yesterday. by which the House had re- 
fused to receive the petition from citizens of Haverhill praying 
a dissolution of the Union. 
‘And on {hat motion, Mr. C. said he proposed now to be 
heard. ; 
The SPEAKER said that the petition itself could not be de- 
bated, neither could the motion now made to reconsider. 
Some conversation between the SPEAKER and Mr. CUSH- 
ING followed; when : 
Mr. CUSIING said, if the Chair decides that I have no right 
to debate this motion, Tappeal from the decision. 
The SPEAKER further decided that the appeal was not de- 
b 


atable. 
Mr. CUSHING. Will the Chair state precisely what the de- 
cisicn is? i 

The SPRAKER. The gentleman proposes now to reconsi- 
der the vote of yesterday, by which the House refused to re- 
ceive the said petition, and he ¢emands now that he has a right 
to debate the question of reconsideration. The Chair overrules 
the genteman’s point of order, and decides that the gentleman 
has notthe right to debate that question at this ime. From this 
decision an appeal is taken. ; 

Mr. CUSHING said he had another point of order, which 
was, that the question of reception itself was-——- 

The SPEAKER (interrupting Mr. C-) said, that the gentle- 
man could only take one appeal at ence. 

Mr. CUSHING wished to state his second point of order. Tt 
was this; Thatthe question of reception itself was debatable 
yesterday, under the uniform practice of the House; that al- 
though the matter in the memorial on a motion to commit was 
not debatable, yet the question of reception was debatable, anc 
had been debat-d time and again. 

The SPEAKER said he fully understood the gentleman’s 


oint, 

Mr. EVERETT called for the reading of the 51st rule, which 
is in the following words: i 

“When a motion has been once made, and carried in the afire 
mative or negative, it ska!l be in order for any member of the 
majority to move for the reconsideration thereof, on the same or 
the succeeding day; and such motion shall take precedence of 
all other questions, except a motion to adjourn.” 

Mr. BRIGGS called for the reading of the 55th rule, which is 
in the following words: 

“Petitions, memorials, and other papers addressed to the 
Fouse, shall be presented by the Speaker, or by a member in 
his place; a brief statement of the contents thereof shall be 
made verbally by the introducer; they shall not be debated on 
the day of their being presented; nor on any day assigned. by 
the Louse for the receipt of petitions after the first. thircy days 
of the session, unless where the House shall direct otherwise, 
but shall lie on the table, tobe taken up in the order in which 
they were presented,” fo 

Nir. CUSHING. Again and again it bas been decided that 
the question of reception did not come within that rule, 

The SPEAKER. That there may be no misunderstand- 
ing of the subject, the Chair will repeat the decision, The 
‘itleman from Maseachusetts (Mr. Cuerine] moved to recon- 
er the vote by which the petition pre: uted by bis colleague, 
[Mr. Apams,] praying for the dissolution of the Union, was re- 
jected yes erday, and the gendieman claims the right now, on 
tue question of reconsideration, to debate the question of the re- 
ception of the petition, The Chair decides that the debate is 
not in order; that the motion to reconsider takes the same 
course that the petition itself would take; that it would not be 
in order to debate the petiiion now, and, ofcourse, that it would 
not be in order to debate the question of reconsideration. 

Mr, CUSHING called for the yeas and nays; which were re- 
fused. 

My PROFIT submitted to the Speaker why it was that the 
previous question had been called yesterday, if debate on the 
question of reception was not in order. | i 

Phe SPEAKER replied that the proviens question could be 
called on any thing, even on a motion to lay on the table, or on 
a motion toadjoun. g 

Mr. BRIGGS inquired of the Speaker whether it had not been 
the uniform practice, that the question of reception was not de- 
batable on the day on which the petition was presented? 

The SPEAKER said, untorndy s% 

Some conversation followed, in which Messrs. WISE, PROF- 
FIT, CAMPBELL of South Carolina, and the SPEAKER par- 
tictnated, 

When the question, “Shall the decision ofthe Chair stard as 
the judgment ofthe House??? was taken, and decided in the af- 
firmative, without a division. $ 

So the decision of the Chair was aflirmed. 

The motion to reconsider is entered on the Journal, and will 
come up in the regular order, when Mr. Cpsiing will be entitled 
to the floor. ‘ 

OPERATION OF TIS TARIFF LAWS. 

The unfinished business of theimoraigg hour was the follow- 
ing resolution, heretofore reported by Mr. SALTONSTALL, from 
the Committee on Manufactures. į 

Resolved, Thai the Committed on Marufactures be autho- 
rized to send for witnesses and take te&timony on the subject of 
present tarif laws, their dperaligh upon the s of the 
and the alteration which tose interests may require. 
TILLINGIFAST said he feii extremely desirous that the 
ition should be decided on during this morning hour, as it 
en before the House a long period, and is became abso- 
lurely necessary that the committee should know whether they 
were to have this information or not, that they might divect 
efforts according He was surpi he opposition tt 
ceived, and the reasons there? ted as 
Jution that committed the onse o 
same particniar action fa respect to prote 
peicher: it committed no man; nur 
determination the committee might? 
mpiy asked for facts in the best s 

i inated in a wis 


hink p 3 
», as safe guides for le. 
on tha part of the mem- 


ordance with 
eror not, Ithad heen denoviced as 
ral of the right of protection. De did nat, 
ay reproach attached toan epinion in favor of 
the p otection of American industry: and, in helding this opi- 
ioa, there was no occasion for dirguise. 
tion for one ohiect might operate far ancther, and 
thigmight be the cage with reference to legislation for revenue. 
He thongit that an explanation of the meaning of the terms of 
that portion of the President’s Message which had been referred 


tothe Committee en Manufactures had been mistaken for an 
expression of the views of gent'emen beyond what they in- 
tended, He had. heard it said that every body disclaimed lay- 
ing a duty for protection, as if they disclaimed the right of do- 
ingit. He wished not to be misunderstood; he would not in- 
jure any interest in this country; but, on the contrary, his opi- 
nion was, that the great interests of the other pursuits in our 
country required the constitutional view to be taken of the 
rights of Congress which he and others entertained, He held 
that Congress has the power, by the Constitution, to lay duties 
for protection; that it may expressly prohibit the introduction 
of ar article deleterious to the nation, or injurious to its im- 
portantinterests; or may subject the article to a duty to protect 
the nation or any of itsimportant interests from the effects of 
too large an importation; thatin exercising the power to lay 
duties/and the power over commerce, it may legislate directly 
for the protection of American labor and property, manufac- 
turing or other, against adverse foreign competition or adverse 


foreign legislation; that in this wise those powers were under- 
stood and exercised by the States prior to the Constitution; that 
thus they were transferred from the States to the General Go- 
vernment, and thus exercised by the General Government from 
the beginning. 

At present there seemed to be no occasion to legislate for 
any leading object, except for revenue, with that discrimination 
which the President had alluded to with approbation.. Al- 
though that was the fact, yet there might be occasion to exer 
cise the power inherent in the Constitution transferred from 
the States to Congress. Thisresolution involved no supposed 
distinction between revenue and protection, The mode it pro- 
posed for ascertaining facts might prove equally servicea- 
bleto both. Whether they discriminated witha single view 
to revenue or to revenue with protection, it was equally ser- 
viceable. 
he gentleman from Maryland (Mr. W, C. Jonxson] had 
objected to the resolution, and, among other things, said he 
would not trust to the committee to make the investigation. 
ifhe supposed the committee entertained preconceived opi- 
nions, would he wish theta to report according to those opinions? 
Orthat they should be allowed to correct them if erroneous, 
and compare them with the opinions of othcrs, to be obtained 
under such forms and sanctions as should guaranty that they 
were simple truth? It struck him that the argument was in 
favor of the resolution instead of being against it. He held it a 
little unkind that, because gentlemen had been selected for the 
Committee on Manufactures, it should therefore be considered 
that they had their eyes closed to all other interests. Every 
committee was bound to look into all the interests of the 
country. This resolution should be adopted, because this 
House, at. last, legislated and took the fina! action upon the 
subject. The committee did not legislate, It was their duty 
to make inquiry, for the purpose of bringing the matter before 
the House in the bestform. They asked to inquire in that 
mode ‘which had been on former occasions adopted, The 
second section of the compromise act required changes, as they 
ali knew, in their legislation, and provided for new legislation 
onthe tariff by the 30th June, 1842. The subject of cash duties, 
and of home valuation, was to be considered. The President 
had said that the provisions of the compromise act might be 
found exceedingly inconvenient in praciice. If so, let it be 
found m what manner, and when they ascertained the incon- 
veniences, let them ascertain from practical knowledge what is 
theremedy. Whether duties upon the basis of that act fairly 
carried out would give adequate revenue and adequate protec» 
tion, might be made to appear by proof of its actual operation, 
as might also beshown the manner in which the changes which 
it contemplates will affect existing interests. 

‘The gentieman from Georgia (Mr. HazersHam) had remark- 
ed that It would bea one-sided examinauon,; that no good could 
result from it; and that it would produce delay. The results of 
the investigation of the committee in the British House of Coms 
nghad been lauded. Was it betier thatthe people and the 
ators of this country should de left ci-her to preconceived 
pinions, or to for rinioas from the investigations of the 
committee of the British House of Commons? Were not out 
citizens as capable of forming opinions as to the results of les 
gislation upon them as the subjects of foreign Governments 
were? He trusted they were. 

_ He here briefly referred to the different modes of obtaining 
information by interrogatories, by letters, or by examination of 
witnesses, pointing out the superiority of the latter, and saying 
that no mode was equal to that of obtaining information trom 
vel informed persons by carrying on a conversation face to 

ace, 

I: had been objected to the resolution that it would occasion 
delay. Time was less important than caution and correctness 
for permanency of legislation. It was important to legislate 
advisedly, so as not to subject such laws to frequent changes, 
The experience of the country since 1832, and all piior expe- 
rience, had convinced all rational men that permanency of po- 
licy, that Jegislation unfluctuating and enduring, were of the 
first consequence. The genius of our covatry would accom- 
modate itself to a permaneat policy, laid deep and sure in 
principles ofrational self-protection, Fostered by such a po- 
licy that genius would make them indspendent of their own 
domain; victorious in war—strong, happy, and illustrious in 
peace, But, ifthwartedand bafiled by continued attacks and 
changes, it would take flight to wiser regions, or die on ite own 
ungrateful s Phe committee had thought it necessary to 
have this information, ond it was on the part of the House to 
extend itor to refnse It. 

Mr. A. V. BRUWN offered the following amendment to the 
resclutio; 

“Provided said committee sha'i act take the testimony of any 
person or persons interested in the subjects about which they 
may be examined.” 

Mr. BROWN, afera few observations, said it seemeil that 
the committee were out of employment, and therefore wanted 
the House to give them something to do, in order cat they 
might go to work. i 
BAL 


M | rrapted Mr. B. and made a few 
observatio 1o Reporter; the purperi, however, 
of what he said, was tha! the committee had been busi.y enga- 
ged. and hadcollected much valuable informadon, CF 
Mr. BROWN continced. It was true that the committee 
seemedio be fully employed; but what sort of progress was it 
to collect testimony ailon ove side, without gathering any in- 
formation on the other? According to the terms of the resolu- 
tion, they are to bave authority to send to various parts of the 
United States for witnesses to come here and enlighten them om. 
the interestsof the country as connected with the laying of àu- 
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ties. Let gentlemen reflect for a moment. Had they nowtime | 
to send to different parts of the United States to collect infor- 
mation so as to enable them to compretend the bearing of pro- 
_tecting duties on other interests besides those of the manulac- 
turers? It was not even pretended by any one thatthere was 
time to obtain that sərt ol information; but that not being the 
case; gendemen were at all events for collecti::g information 
of some sort; and of what nature would. it be? Why, all on 
one side. Adopt this resolution, and you will have none but 
voluntary witnesses presenting themselves at the door of the 


of information would it be, that would come directly from in- 
terested informera? Testimony collected by that committee 
should be wholly disinterested. Such was the case in proceed- 
ings of every other description in the country. It was so in 
-< ourcourtsof justice, where witnesses were never brought to 
ive evidence in their own favor. For these reasons ho wished 
is amendment to be adopted, in order that such infermation 
might be collected as would be fit for an American Congress 
toacton. If genileme.: believed that no disinterested testi- 
mony could be collected on the subject, that would constitute a 
mo;e valid objection to the resolution itself, than to the amend- 
ment. He had rather rely on the general knowledge of most of 
the members of the Committee, than on the interested testi- 
mony ofthe manufacturers. Should the resolution be passed, 
and this ex parie testiraony be collected in consequence of it, 
gentlemen would then ask to have it printed aud sent out tothe 
country to influence the public mind on the subject. Was 
thisthe plan by which a partial and ruinous policy was to be 
fastened on the country? There was bus one single member 
of that committee from the Great West, while six of them 
were from the North, and it was therefore not to be expected 
but that the interests of the North would be more particularly 
regarded by them. After all, he said, it was not of much im _ 
portance whether the House gave to the committee theautho- 
rity they desired or not, for they had already found out a way 
to do without it. 

Mr. WOOD of New York said, there was no gentleman on 
that floor more desirous to receive information on this subject 
than himself. He believed that information was much needed, 
too, in that House, for the subject of the tarif was but little 
understood. The discussions arising out of the tariff bill of the 
last session and the resolution of the present session satisfied 

‘him—and he spoke it with great respect—that the House was 
Jamentably ignorant on the subject; and he desired that such 
information should be obtained as would enlighten the House m 
respect to it, He was anxious thatthe subject should be fully 
discussed and fully investigated, and that the interests of all, 
and not alone those ofa particular class, should be consulted. 
Tie desised hat the merchant and the mercantile man should be 
examined, that it might be ascertained from him how aud in 
what manner a protective tarif would affect his interests, and 
whether a tariff for revenue alone would or would not be irju- 
rious to him, He wished for information respecting the home 
valuation and the English warehousing system. as applicable to 
this country, and how far a discriminating tanff was necessary 
to prevent an evesion of the revenue laws and smuggling. 
There was a wide field to be gone into; andhe was ex- 
ceedingly anxious that the agricudtural interests should 
be consulted to ascertain how and in what manner it would 
be affected. He should like to know whether the articles ne- 
cessarily used by the agriculturalist were to be taxed, for the 
protection of acother interest. And not only wes he desirous 
to guard the interesis of the agriculturatist of the Fast, of the 
Middle States, and af the South, bat also of the Far West. He 
wouldask the backwoodsman whether he was willing that his 
axe should be taxed for the supportof the Eastern manufac- 
turer. Je wished all these varying interests to be consulted, 
and no particular advantage given to one over the other. 

He, in part, represented tate which, ac gto the late 
census, hada greater popniation engaged in irade and mainu- 
factures than the whole of Now Eagland and the $ e of New 
Jersey, and therefore he was anxious to ascertain, possibie, 
how manufactures were to be benefited by protection He 
was in favor of obtaining further information cn the subject, 
aad he was in favor of gathering is from all classes, and occu 
pations, and interests, for all classes would be affected by new 
imposts; but he objected to power being given to the Commit. 
tee on Manufactures to obtain thatisformation. However much 
he desired the information, he could not give his vote for this 
resolution: he spoke of the gentlemen composing that commit- 
tee with respect, but he could no: forget that they were men, 
and that, as men, ’ le tobe operated upon by their 
prejud es, and pa tarasts. As men, with human 
infirmities, they m 
the facts which ths 
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rests of those whom he represen iie of the pit 
gentleman, (Mr. RANDOLPH of Ne z | ae found rae 
personsengaged in manulaciures ane commerce. ard hebe- 
lieved there were between 1,320 and 1,500 in me county in 
which the gentleman reside. The next was ene sennemay 
from Vermont, [Mr. SLADE] whose district Dumibered upit 35 
of 2,200 persons of that class.2 His colleague (Mr. Huntof New 


York,] represented upwards of 5,000. and. the gentleman’from 
Pen..sylvania [Mr. Henry] nearly 3,000. Here, then, were two- 
thirds of the committer, who represent manufacturing consti- 
tuencies, and necessarily to that mteresi they would lean. 

Mr. FILLMORE here rose and inquived of the Speaker whe- 
ther the morning hour had not expired? 

The SPEAKER said it had expired. 

On motion of Mr FILLMORE, the House resolved itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union (Mr. Brices 
of Massachusetts in the Chair.) > 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the committee take up the bill 
fox the relief and protection of American seamen. 

_ Mr. EVERE: T made a remark in relation to the appor- 
aa bill, (of which the Reporter could not hear the pur- 
port. 


AMERICAN SEAMEN ABROAD. 

The committee then took up. the following bill > 
A BILL making an appropriation for the relief and protection 

of American seamen in foreign countries. 

Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United Siates of America in Congress assembled, 
That the sum of fifteen thousand dollars be, and the same is 
hereby, appropriated, tobe paid out of any unappropriated 
money in the ‘Treasury, for the relief and protection of Ameri 
can seamen in fore countries; to be expended under the di- 
rection of the Secretary of Siate, in pursuance of the “act 
supplementary tothe act concerning consuls and vice-consu's, 
and tor the further protection of American seamen,” passed 
twenty-eighth of February, eighteen hundred and three. 

Which having been read— 

Mr. FILLMORE very briefly explained its object. - This 
sum of $15,0C0 was, he said, only a part of the ordinary appro- 
priation which had been au.nually made for many years past 
for this object; and the bill had been reported in consequence 
of a deficiency in that fund, and of drafis having been mude by 
our consuls in foreign countries which could nor now be paid. 
He would send to the Cierk’s table, to be read, a letter from the 
Secretary of State, giving explanations, 

The following letter was then read: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, Jan. 29, 1842. 

Sır: As several of the appropriations of the past year, sub- 
jectto theuirection of this Department, are exhausted, and 
others nearly s>, [deem it proper to invite your attention to the 
fact, and to inform you, as | have the honor to do, that the De- 
partment is conseqently without means to meet the public en- 
gagements, 

‘This is particularly to be regretted jn relation to the appro- 
priation for the relief and protection of American seamen im 
foreign countries. 

The consuls of the United States are, by Jaw, (Laws U. S, 
vol. 3, page 527.) required to provide for the mariners and 
seamen of the United States, who may be found destitute with- 
ia their districts, respectively, sufficient subsistence and pas- 
sages tosome portinthe United States. To do this, no ad- 
vance of public money being made to then, they mast apply 
their own funds, and, for their reimbursement, draw upon this 
Department. Dralis forthis purpose are now lying unpaid, 
for want of an appropriation; and others may be expected 
every day. To suffer them to be protested and returned to the 
drawers will be prodnetive of serious injury, not only to the 
agents of the United States, but to the character and credit of 
the Government, and may create a necessity of placing funds 
in advance inthe hends of the consuls to meet the disburse. 
menis directed by law. ‘Lis alternative, from the number of 
cousulates, andthe want of knowledge of the amount of relief 
that might be required at each, in any given perio l, would ro- 
quire an advance of funds toa greater amount than would pro- 
bably be in all cases expended, aad would, of course, call for a 
larger annual appropriation. 

Under these circumstances, I have the honor to suggest to 
the commitreethe propriety and necessity of an immediate ap- 
propriation of fifteen thousand doliare for the relief and pro- 
rection of American seamen in fo n countr to enable this 
Department to pay the draits already presented, and those 
which areexpecied to appear, previous to tho passage of the 
general appropriation biil. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

DANIEL WEBSTER, 


Hon. MıLLARD FILLMORE, 
Chairman Coministee Ways and Means, . 
House of Representatives. 

Mr. FILLMORME then further explained that this appropri- 
ation bad been m existence since the yeer 1803, and that the 
annual appropri accarding 10 
the necessi t fifty 
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Which bavicg been read— ae r 
Mr. FILLMOR § said that this bili was based upon estimates 
from the Commissioner ofFensions, and Mr. F. read the follow- 


ing statement of the difference in the appropriations for pensions. 
for ihe years 184i and 1842: . cate P a 


mii 


l s B a se 
Year 1841. | Year 1842. | Diferente, 
Revolutionary pensions: ; ` ke: 
Underact 18th March, Bes i ER 
Lo œ |, 8314,000 -00| $88,261 00| $225;739.09-` 
Invalid Pensions 1077000 00 200275 00 ES OO 
Pensions to widows and! alee à 
orphans, per act 4th) ' i 
July, 1836 - | 448,241 00) .242,240 00} 206,001 00 
Five years’ pension to ` 
Widows. inder act 7th i i 
uly, - + 468,314 00}  200,0C0 00 
Half pay pensions ʻi 5,000 00 : iene 
Arrearages payable! 
through Second Au i F 
ditur’s office ~ 500 06) | 
Arrearages payable: f 
through Third Audi! 
ter’s ofice -~ 4 1,000 06) 
'S1,044,155 001 $730,776 00 
£730,776 09 
$313. 379 00 


No amendment having been offered, the bill was laid aside to 
be reported to the House. 

GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL, 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the committee took up the 
bill making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic ex. 
penses of ihe Government for the year 1842; which was read. 

Mr. FILLM RE said he did not wish to go ifto an explana- 
tion of this bill at all, further than to say that there was a report 
accompanying it, in which the necessary facts coucerning the 
subject were set forth, The whole amount of the bill was 
¢7.669,073 38. It would be found that the committee had re- 
ported a less amount than had been asked by the Departments 
by $333,167 04. : : 

There was only one thing to which he wished to call the at 
tention of the commitice. ‘The committee had discovered, in 
the course of their investigation, that appropriations to the 
amount of upwards of $82 000 had been made for several years, 
withoutthe authority of Jaw, for the payment of various officers 
of the Guvernment. Many ofthese had been long sanctioned by 
mere appropriations for the objects. The committee had now 
procured authority from the House, by a resolution, legalizin, 
appropriations for so many of these officers as, after due igul 
ry, they should deem necessary. And under the expectation 
that most of them would be legalized, an:i that before this bill 
was passed over, they had re‘amed in the bill such appropria. 
tious as they thought would be considered. [twas found ne- 
cessary to go into un investigation and inquiry in the Depart. 
ments to know whether they were necessary ur yot And they 
had not had time to make the necessary investigation. With 
this simple explanation with reference to the general provi- 
sions of the bill, stating, however, that most of it was founded 
on legat authority, and therefore there was no doubt as to 
proper amount ofits items, he was witling to submit it to the 
consideration of the comoiittee, and should be ready to an- 
swer any inquiries Chat might be made respecting it within his 

ower. 

Mr. ADAMS wished to make ane s 
of the Commitee of Ways and Means as to the composition of 
this bill. He believedthar it might be reduced to one-third of 
its present size by merely striking out the repetition of the 
same words. Paragraphs were repeated perhaps forty or fifty 
times. He had observed this snperfinity of words in bills for a 
number of years past. Ifthe bili came within reach of the Come 
mittee of Ways and Weuns, or if by general consent it could so 
be amended that all the superfluity of wordsnot adding one 
single idea, could be struck out, he believed it wouid be re- 
duced to one tonne! the amount of printing, and be much more 
intelligible. 

The CHAIRMAN then announced that the bill would be read 
by clauses. 

Whereupon Mr. UNDERWOOD (it helng now three 
o'clock) moved that the com mittee rise and report to the House 
the pension billand the biti for the protection of American sea. 
men abroad, 

That motien prevailing— 

The commiitee rose, and the ch: 
billsto the Hoxnse, and also reported p 
appropriation hil’, 

Mr. THOMPSON of 
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quested t0 commy e to this House any correspondence, if 
not incompatible with the public interesi, between „this Go- 
uernmentand the Government of Great Britata. ana this Go- 
vernment and the entive of the State of New York,in re 
teen to the colonial history ofthe State of New York 
CRO sx, on leave given, offered the fo low 
1 was adapted: W 
Resoived, Taat the Clerk of the Hause bs 
the repor of the bounlary fine uf Texas, wi 
the same, to be prinicd. as recommended by 
Stare. ; 
On motion of Mr. WHITE, _ t ~ 
Resolved, Fiat the peitions from Louisiana, referred to coma 
mittees of the House at the Jast Congress and not finally dis- 
osed of, he recommitred to the same committees, 
On motion of Mr. FESSENDEN, 


o. 
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Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the propriety of placing Benja- 
min Kitcher on the pension roll as a captain of the Revolution- 


ary war. ; x 
Mr. WOOD of New York, on leave given, presented a pe- 


tition, . 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the following commu- 
nications: 

A message from the President of the United States, trans- 
mitting a report and letter from the commissioners appointed 
for the exploration and survey of the boundary line between 
the States of Maine and New Hampshire, aud the conter- 
minous provinces: referred to the Commitiee on Foreign Af- 
airs, 

Also, a message from the President of the United States, trans- 
mitting a report of the Director of the Mint, showing the opera- 
tions of the same for the year 1841. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting the an- 
nual statement of the appropriations for that Department forthe 
year 1841; referred to the Committee on Naval affairs. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting an abstract 
of the returns of the Militia of the several States and Territo- 
ries, with their arms, accoutrements, &c. up to the latest re- 
turns: referred to the Committee on the Militia. 

A letter from the Commissioner of Prients, transmitting the 
annual listof Patents. 

Andon motion of Mr. JOHN T. MASON, the House ad 
journed. $ 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, February 9, 1842, 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a com- 
munication from the Navy Department, in com- 
pliance with the resolution of the 20:b ultimo, en- 
closing a report from that Department showing the 
pay and emoluments, in dollars and cents, per an. 
num, of the officers in the naval service of Great 
Britain, of all grades, distinguishing the pay of 
each grade, and the pay of petty officers and sea- 
men in the same service, with like information in 
reference to the same service, with like informa- 
tion in reference to the cfficers and privates of the 
marine corps in the British service; and also the 
pay and emoluments of officers and men in 
the naval service of the United States, with the 
number of each in the latter service in the year 
1841. 


Mr. TALLMADGE presented a remons‘ance 
against a postponement or a repeal of the Bavi- 
lupt law, from St. Louis, in the State of Missouri. 
He remarked thatit was very numerously signed 
by the most respectable business men of that city, 
and he was glad to have this evidence, from that 
quarter, of the favorable manner in which this be- 
nign measure had been received. 


He moved it reference to the Judiciary Commit- 
tee. 

Mr. LINN would be sorry, indeed, if the re- 
monstrance just presented were to be considered as 
any evidence of the opinions and sentiments of the 
ttate of Missouri, or even of the ciilz cf St 
Louis, in relation to what is called this benign 
and beneficent law. He knew that the sentiments 
of Misscuri were the very reverse of those ex- 
pressed in this remonstrance. Fle was ceriain 
that the people of that State looked upon the law 
asany thing but that benign and beneficent mea- 
sure which it is represented to be. He also knew 
the way in which these sentiments in fayor of the 
law had been brought to bear on local spots, and 
in various places, in order to sustain the meaw ure. 
He would venture to say that the great body of the 
American people had not yet fally discussed the 
merits of that law. But the consideration of it 
had commenced, and the subject would very soon 
be thoroughly understood. And when the con- 
sideration and diseussion now in pregress shail 
have arrived at point, and their sentiments 
shall be prociaimed in relation to the post facto 
power of this law te abolish all conira 
men who now declare that the country cheriches it 
asa benign and beneficent measure, will have t9 
change their opinions, Ht wil be found that it is 
the creditor portion of the community which was 
entitled to their syrapaity. He was, himself, the 
last person in the werld to deny his sym 8 
to the distressed. His whole life i 
passed in professionally relieving disiress. 
had always believed that a just and 
ble bankrupt Jaw would effect considerabile good 
in relieving the unfortunate, But he had, with bis 
friends in this body, resisted the aet of last ses- 
sion, because he and they conscientious? believed 
it was a violation, not only of the leiter, but of the 
spirit of the Constitution, He should not now have 
said a werd, had not this remonstrance from &'. 
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Louis, the principal. city of his State, been held 
forth and appealed to as an evidence of the feelings 
of the people of Missouri in favor of the Bankrupt 
law now inoperation. He was in favor of a be- 
nigu and benificent law operating equally and con- 
stitutionally. But th:s law was very far from be- 
ing entitled to that chaʻacter. He considered it a 
mere sponging law for the abolition of all contracts 
—a law not only impairing contracts, but destrue- 
tive of morals, and agrarian in its principles. He 
and the party to which he belonged, had been re- 
peatedly alluded to as agrarian in their doctrines. 
Bat those who had passed this Bankrupt law, were 
opposed by him and his friends on the very grounds 
of its being agrarian in its principles, destruc'ive 
of public morals, and unequal and iniquitous in its 
operation. 

Gentlemen who have accused him and his friends 
of being agratian, and bave so repeatedly said that 
their acts have proved injuricus to the morals of 
the people, and have produced the distresses of the 
country, will very soon have to pass the ordeal of 
public judgment, and stand condemned themselves, 
when the mists have passed away which have 
shrouded them. Then will be heard a different 
cheracter of the measures which he (Mr. 
Linn) and his friends have advocated, and of 
those of the gentlemen who have denounced 
them. The voice of the people will be heard 
in relation to this bankrupt law, as lond and de- 
cisiye as it was heard in relation to their project- 
ed tax on tea andcoffee. Gentlemen will have to 
back out again, as they did then. The country is 
going through a change something like a geological 
change. It is going through a transition. It is, 
geologically speaking, in a transition state. All he 
desired was, that gentlemen would no longer de- 
ceive themselves and others; he desired that the 
Senate would investigate before it received the opi- 
nions forced upon it as the opiniows of the people. 
Wasit not very well known that opinions are ma- 
nofactured by interested individuals to produce 
certain results? The great mass of the agricultu- 
ral community, sitting under their own vines and 
under the shade of their own fig trees, or by their 
own fire sides, know nothing of what is going on, 
or what devices are resorted to,,in erder to bring 
the influence of such opinions to bear: They knew 
not the manner in which they are circulated for 
endorsement, and then forced upon Congress as 
“public opinion.” But he would now refer more 
particularly to the manner in which such “public 
cpinion” is manufactured. He would refer to the 
instance in regard to the removal cf the public de- 
posites by Gen. Jackson. Look at the public opi- 
nion on that subject, comprising six large volumes, 
And what gertleman would now stand up end say 
the people of this Union are in favor of recharier- 
ing such a National Bank as the removal of the 
deposites aided in destroying? How were the be- 
nignity and beneficence of a measure to beestimated? 
How, but by its effects aud by reference to exam- 
ple in relation to similar measures? And what 
were the effects and the example of a former bank- 
rupt Jaw, much less obnoxious? Who, Jorking 
back to the benign bankrupt law of 1800 and 1801, 
wiil say it was moral in its effects, and jast and be- 
neficent in the charac’er of its results? Just what 
then haprened will now happen. Congress was 
very soon obliged to repeal that law, almost by ac- 
clamation. So it will be with regard to the sc- 
called benign and ben: ficent law of last session. 

Mr. TALLMADGE explained that ke had mere- 
ly said, in presenting the remonstrance, that it was 
sigaed by some of the most respectable citizens of 
St. Louis, and he was glad to have that eviderce of 
the favorable sentiments entertained in relation to 
this law from that quarter. Uf public opinion was 
manufactured in that city in favor of the law, it 
was not certainly by the signers of this remon- 
strance. 

Mr. LINN explained that he had said publie 
opinion was got up for the occasion, but did not 
say by the signers of this remonstranee. The way 
in which public opinion is manufactured he would 
explain. There are lithographic petition: prepared 
by interested persons, who scatter them throughout 
the whoic country, and obtain names to them, by 
paying the collector so much per name, as he has 


heard, and believes to be true. A cent apiece 

will thus produce names in thousands, of those - 
who have not considered and discussed the merits 

of the measure, and are perfectly unaware of its 

consequences. A greatdeal of public opinion has 

been manufactured in this way. He did not say 

it had been done in this instance—indeed he was 

certain it had not; but that such is the way public 

opinion has been got up generally in favor of the 

Bankrupt law, is notorious. Now he protested 

against this sort of expression of opinion from 

large citiés being enforced as the opinion of the 

people. It was a species of city influence on legis. 
lation which he must protest against. He pro. 

tested against it as manufactured opinion to pass 

for public opinion. 

As far as the remonstrance now presented is 
concerned, he believed it was signed by many who 
are in every way respectable; and he was willing 
to receive it as their opinion; but cer'ainly not as 
the opinion of the citizens of St. Louis at large. 

Mr. TALLMADGE was very happy to learn 
from the gentleman himself, that, although he be- 
lieves such manufactures of public opinion as he 
had described had been got up in other great cities 
—there had been no such operation carried cn in 
St. Louis. He was also glad to have his testimony 
that the signers of the remonstrance from that city 
were among ils most respectable inhabitants, He 
would see that this remonstrance was not one of 
the lithograph petitions to which he had alluded, 
and that it is not a manufacured expression of 
opinion. The Senator appealed to the experience 
of the former Bankrupt law. He also commented 
in the stropgest terms on the measures of the party 
which passed this measure. Yet, if gentlemen on 
his (Mr. T’s) side commented upon the measures 
of their political opponents, great complaints were 
made. But he would say that nothing should pre- 
vent him, on all eecasions he might think proper, 
from commet.ting with freedom upon any system 
of pelicy presented for his consideration, He 
would comment freely on the effects of measures, 
and let the gentlemen on the other side do so too. 

Mr. LINN ob:erved that he would readily ac- 
cede to that. As long as personalities were not 
applied, there could be no ebjection to free discus- 
sion and free comment. And he was sure the 
Senator fron New York would not say that, 
strongly as he may have commented upon the mea- 
sures advecated by the Senator, he (Mr. Linn) had 
ever applied personalities to him. 

Mr. TALLMADGE. Certainly not, sir. 

The memoria! was then referred to the Judiciary 
Committee. 

Mr. SMiTH of Indiana presented a memorial 
from citizens of Wayne county, Indiana, remon- 
strating against the amendment, postponement, or 
repeal of the bankrupt law. Mr. S. said he would 
take the occasion to say, that since he had, on a 
former day, alluded to the pendency of the bank- 
rupt question in the Legislature of Indiana, that 
body bad acted upon resolutions instructing the 
Senators and requesting the Representatives from 
the State to vote for the repeal of the bankrupt 
law; and the result, as he perceived from the pa- 
pers, was, ‘hat the Senate, composed of a majority 
of Whigs, had passed the instructing resolutions, 
while the House of Representatives, composed of 
a majority of Democrats, had rejected them—-mem- 
bers of each party voting differently. By this it 
seemed that that the bankrupt law wes nota party 
measure in Indiana. Mr. 8. could, in all candor 
say, tbat he had never given a vote on the mea- 
sure as a party vote. He desired to represent the 
wishes of the people of ihe State on all cecasions; 
and he had looked to the action of this Legislature 
with some solicitude, as he was not certain what 
the opinion of the maj: riiy of the people of the 
State was, and he felt disposed to let the Legisla- 
ture solve the doubts that rested on his mind. 
Hence he had said that he would conform his ac- 
tion to the instructions that might be given. He 
had been called upon to vote on the question of 
repeal before the final action of bis Legislature was 
known to him. He bad notin aay way hastened 
the action of the Senate upon that question; the 
friends of repeal bad chosen their own time for ac- 
tion. He had voted agaiast the repeal, maintain- 
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ing the consistency of his course as well as his pri- 
vate opinion on the subject. He said he was now 
relieved from all embarrasiment in relation to the 
matter, as-his Legislature had refused to say that 
they preferred he should change his course cf 2c- 
tion, He was happy to find there was no diffe- 
rence of opinion between his Legislature and him- 
self upon the subject; and he should, therefore, feel 
bound to maintain the law until it should have a 
fair trial. After that, he would go for any amend- 
ments, or even repeal, that experience and the 
voice of the people should require, as he had but a 
single object in view, which was the good of his 
fellow-men; and while he voted for the bankrupt 
law, he presumed all who knew him would do him 
the justice to believe that no personal considera- 
tions governed or controlled his action in the mat- 
ter. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON presented the petition of 
Asahel Kingsley, praying a pension: referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BENTON presented a memerial from the 
Mayor and City Council of St. Louis, Missouri, 
praying an appropriation for deeptning and com- 
pleting the barbor at that city: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Mr. MILLER presented a memorial from a 
number of citizens of Plainsborough, New Jersey, 
praying for the establishment of a post office at 
that place: referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. MOREHEAD presented the petition of the 
heirs of William Meredith, praying the repayment 
of certain advances made dy him during the tate 
war: referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE presented two memorials 
„from citizens of the Siate of Michigan, both re- 
monstrating against the amendment, postpone- 
ment, or repeal of the Bankrupt law. Mr. W. 
said that these remonstiances had come in, and he 
presumed would come in, from all sections of the 
country, until the result of the action of Congress 
was known in reference to repeal. The people of 
the country would then cease to remonstrate, in 
the expectation that there would be something like 
quiet. Mr. W. expressed himself warmly in favor 
of the law, as a law just and moral, and the ne- 
cessity of passing which had grown out of the ac- 
tionof the Governmeat. The law then should be 
enforced, and opposition should cease. The un- 
happy altercation in the policy of the country had 
created the necessity for passing the law. Why, 
then, should it be repealed? Why should it be 
postponed, for that would be equivalent to repeal? 
Contracts were made always with the knowledge 
that such a power wasin the Constitution. Again, 
it was trifiing with the fundamental principles of 
justice to postpone or repeal this law after it had 
once become a law. We should let well enough 
alone. 

Mr. KERR presented a petition from L. D. 
Teackle, praying a settlement of his accounts for 
timber furnished to Government, and as adminis- 
tator of Joha Teackle, deceased: referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr. HENDERSON, from the Commiitee on 
Private Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief 
of Pierre Dolet, deceased, which was read, and or- 
dered to a second reading. 

Mr. PRESTON, froi: the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, reported back to the Senate, with 
amendments, the bill to refand a balance due to 
Massachusetts for expenditures made by that State 
during the late war with Gveat Britain, for the ser- 
vices of ber militia. 

The adverse report of the Commities on Claims 
on the claims of Henry W. Andrews; the adverse 
report of the Commitee on Revolationary Claims 
on the case of Enoch R. Withers; the adverse re- 
ports of the Committee on Pensions on the cases of 
Eliza Ballard and Joseph Veazy, were severally ta- 
ken up and concurred in. 

The adverse report of the Commiitee on the Ju- 
čiciary, in the case of William Saunders and Wil- 
liam R., Porter, was taken up, and on the motion 
of Mr. ARCHER, ordered to lie on the table. 

The adverse r2ports of the Committee on Revo- 
Jutionary Claims, on the claim of the heirs of 


Capt. John Hawkins, and the claims of the heirs of 
Rotert H. Saunders, were taken up and concur- 
red in. ; 

The following resolution, heretofore submitted 
by Mr. Evans, was adopied, viz: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
communicate to the Senate any information in his possession 
showing the comparative tariffs of duties of foreign nations 


upon imports, with such other information as he may deem 
relevant to the subject. 


THE ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 

The resolution cf Mr. KING, proposing that 
Congress adjourn, sine die, on the 30ih of May 
nex, was taken up for consideration 

Mr. KING said that after he had cffered the re- 
solution the vther day, he had moved to lay it upon 
the table, in order that Senators might direct their 
attenticn to it. Every gentleman must be aware 
that, ifa day be fixed, their proceedings would be 
shaped with reference to the adjournment, and the 
business could be taken up and acted. on equally 
as well without, as with a continual discussion, 
from day to day, when there was no necessity for 
it. The extra sessicn occupied more than three 
months, and, if they adjourned on the 30ib of May 
they would have a six months session, which would 
make a session of nearly ten months in the course 
ofa year. From the present time until the 30th of 
May they would have sufficient time to transact 
their business, including the bill fixing the ratio of 
representation according io the last census, and 
also the tariff bill. Let them pass the resolution 
and send it to the House, and if it was there ob- 
jected to, they could amend it to suit themselves. 

Mr. CLAY hoped that Congress would adjourn 
on the 30th cf May, but he thought that the propo- 
sition to fix a day ought to come from the House 
of Representatives, with whom the great burden 
of business would originate. He was of opinicn 
that the resolution was premature, and, entertain- 
ing this view of the subject, he moved that the re- 
solution be laid upon the table; but withdrew it 
ai the suggestion of 

Mr. KING, who said that, as he did not wish to 
interfere with the Senator from Virginia, [Mr. AR- 
CHER,] who was entitled to the floor om the resolu- 
tions of the Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Cuay,]} 
be would move to postpone the further considera- 
tion of the subject until Monday next, when he 
thought that be could show that, if they continued 
to indulge in premature discaszions, they would be 
here until July nex’; but if the resolution be pass- 
ed, all the important business would be transacted 
before the 20th May, and better transacied in all 
probability than if the session was not limited. 
They would then go to work with an earnest desire 
to complete the business by that time; but if unre- 
stricie], they would go on to discuss trifliag sub- 
jecis, and leave the important te be acted upon in 
haste in the last few days of a protracted session, 

The further consideration of the resolution was 
then postponed until Monday next. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the 
three joint resolutions introduced by Mr. Cray, to 
amend the Constitution of the United States in the 
following part.culars: l f; 

lst. To restrict the veto power.\ 2d. To take from the Exe- 
cutive the power to appoint the Sectetary of the Treasury and 
the Treasurer, and vest it excea in the two Houses of 
Congress. 34. To prevent the appotment of- members of 
Congress to civil oflice, under the authoyity of the Unied States, 
from and during the time for which they are clecied. 

Mr. ARCHER, who was entitled to the floor, ec- 
eanied the remainder of the day (in discussing the 
veto power, arguing that that powbr was introduced 
into the Government as a check upon the predomi- 
nance of the demceratie will, which, he contended, 
was tha overrulisg power in all Gov t 
whether mogarehical, imperial, or republican. 
was with those impressions of our w 
that there should be some check on they 
will, that the veto was engrafied cn our Cor 
tion. He arguel that -he legislative deparimentof 
the Government was, in the opinions of the fa- 
mers of the Constitution, ihe channel threu:b 
whieh the popular will was enforced-—ihat two 
Houses of Congress were the exponents of the popu- 
lar will—and therefore the propriety of placing the 
check by the veto in the hands of the Presideni, to 
keep down the predominance of that wiil, and ren- 
der the machinery of the Government well ba- 


lanced, and practicable and salutary in its: opera- 
tions. But be argued that, by the present opera- 
tion of the Government, the President was made 
the crgan of the popular will—that he waz now. sé- 
lected with that view, and was carried into office 
on the whirlwind of popular excitement. He is: 
elected, because he is willing to. go all lengths te 
give force to that will, under whaiever circumstan- 
ces. The Executive, he said, was weak when the 
Government was constituied, but it now has become 
omuip>tent, without reference to who shall be se- 
lected to administer its powers. If the Executive was 
then weak, the veio conid exercise a salutary in- 
flucace as a check on the predominating power of 
the Legislative Department. Though he was 
willing to change the means intended to preserve 
a proper cheek and balance in the Government, 
yet he was in favor cf the same end. The 
means had failed to effect the end. He argued to 
show that the Executive, by the exercise of the 
power, prostrated the independence of the Legisla- 
tive department, and that, by jts exercise, he ean 
exercise all the functions of legislation.” For the 
same reagons that the fathers ofthe Republie had 
vested this power in the hands of the Executive as 
a check on the Legislative department—the expo- 
nents of the public will—he would put a dozen such 
checks on the Executive now. The reason upon 
whieh that power was advocated when conferred, 
would be a good reason for its abolition now. He 
maintained that when the reason for the institution 
did not exist, the insiitution itself sh uld not exist, 
as was peculiarly the case with this power. He 
eontended that it was never designcd by the Con- 
s‘jtution to be absolute, or that by it the will of the 
Executive should be imposed on the legislative 
branch of the Government; but as it was exercised 
the will of the Executive controiled all legislation 
of importance; and under the circumstances it was 
abolute. In no ease could two-thinds of Congress 
be gol to overrule it The resolution of the Sena- 
tor from Kentucky, he said, proposed that, notwith- 
standing the veto of the President, if a majority 
of Cong:ess passed favorably upon the measure it 
should immediately become alaw. Mr. A. said 
be was a devoted adherent to checks and balances. 
He was afraid that the measure vetoed would pass 
too easy, if it was immediately submitted to the 
action of Congress. Their passions might be too 
heated to act with discretion upen it. Therefore, 
if the proposition of the Senator should come to a 
vote, he would move so to modify it, that a bill 
vetoed shall not be decided on till the session stc- 
ceeding the one at which it was vetoed, and that 
a majority of both Houses shall then be competent 
to pass it jinto alaw. One of the greatest evils to 
be guarded against in all legislation is hasty action. 
If the subject was then postponed till the next ses- 
sion, they. would have time to confer with the peo- 
ple, and guard avainst the evil effects that might 
grow out ef hasty action. i 
Mr. CLAY rose and gave the Senator from Vir 

ginia [Mr. Ancuer]assursnces that it was his in- 
tention to press the resolutions to final action; and 
e the time ccome round, he #cuid give the pro- 
posed ameniment of the Senator such considera- 
tion as the disting: ished sou:ce from which item. 
ited. 
BEHEAD rose, and expressed a desire 
narks upon ther resolutions, and 
a his motion, their /urher consi. 
3 postp i 


be 


d tili Monday next. 
aving refused togo into Executive 


sy, February 9, 1842. 

was read and approved. 

LAWRENCE, of Keatusky, presented 

cor John AleParlane; which were refer- 

eon Foreign Affairs. : 

Mr. HENRY, of Pennsylvania, presented 
ons: 

fe number of citizens of Mercer county, Penns 

Congress to make an appropriation toim- 

rat the town of Erie, Pennsylvania. Refer- 

Conmiues on Commerce. i : 

Also, ie peitos of Rev. John Case, of Peunsylvania, pray- 

ing compensation for a horse killed in the service of the United 

Siaces, Referred to the Comuniice of Claims. 

ý COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS. i 
Mr. GILMER sent to the Speaker’s table two papers, or let- 

ters, which he desired to present, having reference toa guer: 


; tion of privilege. 


one 


The SPEAKER examined the papers with some care, with 
a view to ascertain iheir purport. 

When Mr. FILLMORE suggested that, if these things re- 
quired consideration, the House might proceed to the reception 
of reports from comittiees, by which means time might be 


iven~— 

f The SPEAKER (addressing Mr. Giumer) inquired what mo- 
tion the genileman intended to predicate on these papers? 

Mr. GILMER replied that one of the papers was a commu- 
nication addressed to the Speaker, asking, iù behalf of certain 
members of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, that they be ex- 
cused from further service thereon. = > 

The SPEAKER. :hen the gentleman bases a motion 
on this paper which he wishes the Chair`to put to ths 
House? 

A member inquired what was.the nature of the paper. 

‘The SPEAKER. 11s an application of certain members 
of the Commitiee on Foreign Affairs to be excused from fur- 
ther service thereon. 

Mr. HOWARD, of Michigan, inquiredof the Speaker whe- 
ther thai was a question of privilege? 

Mr BRIGGS submitted to the Speaker that this was uot a 
question of privilege. 
The SPEAKER, 

tion of privilege, 

Mr. BRIGGS. Does not the resolution reported from the 
Committee on Manufactures come up as the regular order of 
business? 

Tne SPEAKER said it did. 

Mr. BRIGGS hoped, then, that the House would proceed 
with its consideration. 

The SPBAKER intimated that the proposition of the gentle- 
man from Virginia [Mr. Gimer} could only be entertained by 
general consent. 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS hoped no objection would be made. 

Mr. WISE was understood to submit.that it was a matter of 
privilege forany member to ask to be excused from serviceon 
a committee, 

The SPEAKER said, no objection appearing to be made, he 
would put the mation to the House. 

Thie reading of the two letters was called for, and they were 
read, 

The first is as follows: 

To the Hon. Spuaxen of the House of Representatives: 

The undersigned, meinbers of the Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs, respectfully ask the House to excuse them from further 

service on that committee, Recent occurrences induce them to 
doubt whether the removal of (he present chairman by the 
committee would rneet the apprebation of the House. and they 
are unwilling to serve with a chairman who has avowed opi- 
nions and persevered ina system of conduct which, in the es. 
timation of the undersigsed, have shown him to be an unsafe 
depository of this public trust, or of that confidence which is 
necessary to the relations between & chairman and the mem- 


bers of sucha committee. i 
THOMAS W. GILMER, 


R. M. T. HUNTER, 
R. BARNWELL RHETT, 
GEORGE H. PROPFIT. 


The Chair does not entertain it asa ques- 


FeBruary 8, 1542, 
Mr. 'FRIPLETT moved the previous question. 
Cries of “Ob no !—let the question be taken at once.” ] 
rt. GILMER calied for the reading of the second letter 
which was read as follows: 
Tunspay Morning, Feb. 8, 1812. 
Dear Ain: Indisnosition wili prevent my attending the meet. 
ing of the Commies on Foreign Afairs this morning. But if 
ft ahould ve of the sJigstcst importance to kuow what would be 
MY Course upon lie voie for electing a chairman, afther the re» 
marks of Mr ApAms tit the House, and after his course in the 
committee in himsel’ urging a member to move an elecuon of 
chairman, and the 1 r his disclosing and usmg the 
minutes of the com ty that for me to voie for him 
would be, after “8, to endorse his sealiments, 
and to sanction his conduet which 1 cansotdo, ‘Therelore, I 
should be bound, in iny sense of public duty, to vote for some 
other person as chairman. 
It would have been agreeable to my feelings if I could have 
been relieved trom serving on the cominittes ior several weeks 
ast. 
You are at liberty to make known the contents of this com- 
munication, 


Very respectfully, yours, 
W, COST JOHNSON. 

Hon. T, W. GILMER. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair understands that the four gen- 
tleman whose names are appended to the communication firs 
read wish to be excased n further service, 

Mr. GILMER nedded as 

The question being pat 
were excused from fit 
tee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. W. C. JOHN? 
cused. 

Which motion b 

Mr. ADAMS 
five membe 
fairs, in place of tho: 

Mr. BRIGGS was u 
would be done on th 

The SPEAKER s 
he motion of Mr, 


four gentlemen above named 
ice as members of the Commit- 


th 


then asked that he also might be ex- 

ped to, Mr. J. was excused. 

quent peridot the moved that 

ton the Comnuttce on Foreign AF 
S i lay. 

say that that, of course, 


ade on leave) ii was 

namiitee on Revolutionary Pensions 
sto the propriety of placing upon the 
an Wart, widow cf Isaac Ven Wart, a 


Revoiutionary 
, Resolved 

sions be instructed io 
the pension | 
Cronk, alias Cronk? 

The papers of Tas: t 
the fesandreserred tothe Ja 

Mr. IL aiso asked leav 
ed by him sometwo we š 
den: io oqe term-estating that S 
resolution be'o 
should his heak 
the resoluion, ant havea vote 
Mr. MALLORY objecting, le 

Me. BOYD presented the petition of Heary Gordon, and 
thirty Ave other citizens of Smithiand, Kentucky, praying fora 


a Revolutionary Pen- 
iety of placing upon 
te, widow of John 
onary pensioner. 

aredto be taken from 
BELGE 


yesolution offer- 
e of Pr 


i 
i 
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change in the rates of postage: referred to the Committee on the 


Post Office and Post Roads. š 


Mr. W. W. IRWIN alladed to the several unsuccessful ef- 
forts made by hum to present the joint resalutions of the Legis- 
lature of Pennsylvania on a very important subject; and gave | 
notice that he would object to the presentation ofany petitions | 
or resolutions out of order. , 

Thank you. sir. said Mr. BOYD; you are too late; the petition | 
is already in avd referred. | 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. | 

The SPEAKER suggested to the House that, by general con i 
sent, the committees should be called for reports. He under- | 
stood that many reports were ready to be made, and it would 
facilitate the business of the country that they should be re- | 
ceived. The resolution under debate from the Committee on 
Manufactures would come up immediately afterwards, and he 
hoped no objection would be made, 

The House received the suggestion with favor, and no objec- 
tion was made. } : 

Mr. RANDOLPH supposed, he said, that it would be the un- | 
destanding that no report which might be made giving rise to 
debate should supersede the resolution above referred to. 

The SPEAKER said that would be the understanding. 

The committee having been called for Reports, the fol- | 
lowing were presented—all of which were apprepriatrly re- 
referred: 

Mr. GIDDINGS, from the Committee of Claims, report- 
ed bills for the Tof the heirs of James MeCleonen, of 
Converse and Reese. of John E, Alexander, fstiah Lee, Her 
vey Lee,and Lemuel Lee; accompazied by a report in each 
case, 

Also, unfavorable reports in the cases of Vincent Maseolette, 
Fred. L. French, aod Maria H. Dar held. 

Mr. COWEN, from the same committee, reported bills for the 
relief of the legal representatives of Nimrod Farrow and Rich- 
ard Harris. of John £. Hunt, and others, of Commodore Isaac 
Hull, of Danie! Humans. and of Isaac Fessenden, accompa- 
nied by a report in each case 

Also, unfavorable reports in the cases of William M. Row- 
lett, John Peebles, Charles Howe, and John Monroe, of Vir- 

inia. 

Mr. HUBARD, from same commitice, made an unfavora- 
ble report in the case of Elizabeth Davis. 

Mr. BURKE, from same committee, made unfavorable 
renorts upon the cases of the administrator of Callender 
irving; Timothy Cook, Return B. Brown, and Eleazer Bing 

am. 

Mr. COWEN, feom same committee, made unfavorable re- 
ports upon the cases of John N. Barron, Lucretia Mason, 
James F. Haliday, administrator of Thomas Hatiday, deceased, 
John Metcalf, James Frazier, administrator of John Henry acd | 
Jann Anderson, George Doft, Wm. Easby, and Abraham Mor- 
rill, 

Mr. JAMES W. WILLIAMS, from same committee, 
reparteda biil for the relief James Tongue, John Scrivener, 
and the legal representatives of William Jadson, deceased; a 
bill to provide for the payment of the passage of General Ta- 
fayette from France to the United States in the year 1834; and a 
pill for the retiefof Barnabas Palmer;eccompanied by areportin į 
each caso. 

Alen, an unfavorable report in the case of Isaiah Rogers and 
Richard Bond. 

Mr. TOMLINSON, from ihe same committec, made unfa- 
vorable reports in the cases of Henry Durkee and Wiliam 
Garrard. And reported bills for the relief of Archibald Me- 
Callan. and for the relief of the widow and children of Ben- 
jamin W, Hopkins, deceased; accompanied by a report in cach 


case. 

Mr. OSBORNE, from same committe, mace a report upon 
pis petition of John Underwood, accompanied by a bill for his 
relief. 

Also, unfavorable reports in the cases of Isaac S. Middeton 
and Lund Washington, 

My. GIDDINGS, from same committee, reported a bill from 
the Senate entel “An act for the relief of James H., Relfe, 
with on amendment, 

Mr. CROSS. from the Committecon Private Land Claims, 
reporteda bill for tbe relief of George Mayfield. 

Alr, JOHN YOUNG, from same commit made a report 
upon the petitiod of we representatives of John Pratt, accom- j 
panied oy a biil for their reii 

Mr. WILLIAM O. BUTLER, from the Committee on Milita- 
ry Affairs, made a reportin the case of the legal representa: j| 
tivesof Colonel Wiliam Piatt, accompanied by a bill for their 
relief. 

Mr. GOGGIN, from same committee, reported a bill to amend 
an act entitled “An act making provisions forarming and equip- 
ping the whole body of the militia of the United States,” ap- 
proved April 23, 1808. : 

Aiso, unfavorable reports upon the petitions of Jacob House- 
man and Wm, Hawkins. l 

Mr. WISH, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, reported 
a biil to anthorize the appointment of a board for the prepara- 
tion of rules and laws for the regulation and government of 
the Navy. end a bill to reorganize the Navy Department of the 
United States, i 

Mr. CLUBORD, from same committee, reported abil io re Í 
ulate the pay and emoluments of pursers and warrant officers >} 
Navy. 

Mr. TALTAFERRO, from the Cemmities on Revolutionary 
Pensions, reported a toamend theacts of July 6. 1835 and 
1338, allowing pensions 10 certain: widows; and bills for the re- 
lief of Fred So 


Mary Cany 
ia Fowler, of Ciar 
aw of George Gre 


me committee. reported, without 
wing Senate b t been 
vig. An act 


ref 


Ra 


Mr. FORNANCES, from the Ca e on Revolutionary 


Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of the hersof Joseph | 
Piumd; and dilis for the relief of Israel Tifany, of Mary | 
Francis of Sarah Woodward, and of Betsy Vreeland. Also, a ! 


DEL gr g a pension to Daniel Siory, and a bill for the | 
z g Ys 


i 
4 


relief of Jonathan Britten; accompanied by a reportin each 


case. 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky, from the same committee, re- 
ported bills for the relief of John Black, of James Phelps, of 
Asahel Kingsley, and of Mary Riptey; accompanied by a re- 
port in each case. 

On motionof Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky, it was ordered 
thatthe Committee on Revolutionary Pensions be discharged 
from the resoiutionof the House of the 7th of Jannary last, 
relative to continuing in force the act of ih of January, 1838, 
granting pensions to widows, and that it do He upon the table, 

Mr. BABCUCK, from the same cominittec, reported bills 
granting pensions to Esther Sawyer, to Sarah Moore, to Mary 
Summers, to Grace Sears, and to Mary Johnson; accompanied 
by a report in each case. A 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia, from the same committee, reported 
bills for the relief of Mary Wolfe, of Sarah Patch, of bliza- 
beth Howes, and of Sarah Besby; accompanied by a report in 
each case, 

Mr. MATHIOT, from the sane committee, reported bills 
fos the relief of Doratha Bowman, of Bife Van Ness, of Amos 
Haunting, and of Anselm Bailey; and a bil granting a pen- 
sion to Elizabeth Fitch; accompanied by a report in each case. 

Mr. RODNEY, from the same commitec, reporied a bill for 
the benefit of Mary Congleton, widow of Moses Congleton, and 
a bill for the relief of the heirs of Seth Chapin; with reports in 
each case. 

Mr, MATHEWS, from the same commi 
vpiti iion of Samuel Bdgecon d, ac 
for his y j 


tree, made a report 
mpanied by a bill 


TARD, from the Commitee 


Judiciary, 
ta amend the act of the i0 


March. 1838, 


evtiled “An act to change t of holding the Circuit 
acc D: . Courts of the T in the District of 
Ohio.” 


Also, a nill to extend the time ior se 
the incorporated Kentucky Asylum fy 
damb. 

Also, for providing further remedial justice in the courts of 
the United States. 

Mr. SAUNDERS, from the same committee, made a report 
oe the petition of James Williams, accompanied by a bil for 

is relief. . 

Mr. PEARCE, from the same committee, made a report 
upon thie petition of Wm. Markham, accompanied by a bill foy 

is relief. 

Mr. P. G. GOODE, from the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims, made a report on the petition of the heira of Richard 
Shuvrick, accompanied by a bill for their relief. 

Also, unfavorable reports upon the petitions of the heirs ot 
Henry King, David Childress, the heirs of Samuel Bryson, 
Samuel Goodwin, et al. privatesrsmen; Reuben Reynolds, and 
heirs of Beniamin Trow, 

Mr. HALL, froi the same committee, made a report on the 
petition of the hcirs of Israel Pearce, accompanied by a bill for 
their relief, 

Also, unfavorable reports on the petition of the heirs of Col. 
Charles Lewis; the heirs of Maj. John Brent, Susan Dougherty, 
and Philip Aylette. 

Mr. T. J. CAMPBELL, from the same committee, made un- 
favorable reports on the petitions of Thomas Graves and Vin- 
cent Vass. 

Mr. C. MORRIS, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
reported Senate billentitled “An act for the relief of Samuel 
Crapin,” without amendment. 

‘Also, sundry bills, viz. for the relief of George Shaeffer, of 
Thomas Collins, of Jared Gossage. and of Randolph Carter; ac- 
companied by a reportin each case. 

Also, unfavorable reports in the caeee of Robert Munroe, 
Joseph W. Knife, George Armstrong, Pauiel Dunham, Wil- 
liam Poole, Samuel W, Loveland,and John Morgan. 

Mr. BAKER, from the same committee, reported a bill 
granting a pension to Benjamin Franklin, for the relief of Sa- 
rah Euler, granting a pension to Frederick Perrigs, accompa- 
nied by a report in each case, 

Also, unfavorable reports in the cases of Israel Thomas, 
Thankful Randal, Ebenezer Kent, Frederick Lantz, Jeres 
miah Trout, William Newton, Louis Fisher, Joseph iaylor, 
and Fielding Pratt. 

Mr. SANFORD, from the same committee, reported bills 
for the relief of George Newton, of Berjamin Hunt, of James 
C. Hallack, and of Levi Collmus; accompanied by a report in 
each case. 

ý Also, an unfavorable report in the case of Samuel M. Age 
ury. 

Mr. GORDON, from the same committee, reported bills for 
the relief of Samuel B, Hugo, of Samuel Dicey, and of John 
Looney, accompanied by reports. 

Also, to restore to certain invalid and other pensioners the 
amount of pensions by them relinquished, accompanied by a 
report. 

Also, unfavorable reports upon the petitions of Levi M. Ro- 
berts, Benjamin Rowe, Joseph Bowien, John Savage, Natha+ 
niel Da and Louis Barney, of Baltimore. 

Mr. AYCRIGS, from the same committee, reported Senate 
bijlentitied “An act for the relief of John 8. Bitings,”? without 
amendment. i 

Mr. MAYNARD, from the Commitee on Revolutionary 
Claims, made a report on the petition of Samuel Richards, 
a of William T. Smith, accumpanied by a bill for his 
renei. 

Also, unfavorable reports on the petitions of Andrew Craig, 
and of Jane Van Horsie and Abraham Van Horsie, heirs of Jel. 
onda, deceased, 

Mr. TRIPLET, from the same committec, made a report 
apon the petition of the heirsor Adolphus Cooper, accompa. 
nied by a bill for their relief. 3 n 

Also, on tbe petition of the heirs of Lieu'enant Jonathan 
Dre, an officer of the Virginia Continental Line, accompa. 
nied by a bil te authorize the payment of seven years’ half 


iing the lands granted to 
teaching the deaf and 


MOORE, from the © 
A Senne bil ent 
aP without amen 
.onthe pet 
by a bill for their rel 
ise. fo whom had deen reporis fram the several 
land offices in the Sate of Loutsiana, made under the provisions 
of the act of February 6, 1335, made a report, accompanied by 
a bill, confirming certain claims to iand in Louisiana. 
Mr. HOWARD, frem the Commitee on Public Lands, to 


mittesan Private Land Claims, 
ot fer che :ellef oi George ce 


ot fer 
mens 
oe heirs of John Brown, accompa» 


Which was referred the bil! from the Senate entitled “An aci to 
authorize the Legislature of the State of Louisiana to sell the 
land heretofore appropriated for the use of schools in chat 
Siate,” reported the saine without amendment, 

Also, unfavorable reports on the petinon of Cadwallader 
Wallace, andon the petition of Benjamin W. Ladd. 

Algo, a report on the petition of the heirs of John Campbell, 
accompanied by a bill for their relief. 
ioh an unfavorable report on the petition of Daniel Mil- 
ikin. © 

Also, a report on the memoria! of claimants to lots in the 
town of Perrysburg, Ohio, accompanied by a bil granting a 
right of pre-emption to certain lots in said town. 

Mr. HOWARD, from the same committee, to which were 
referred the peti:ions of the justices of the county court of Van 
Buren county, in the State of Missouri, and also the petition of 
sundty citizens of said county, made a report, accompanied by 
a bili to grant to said county the tract of land on whch the 
seat of justice of said county has been located. 

Also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
memorial of the Legislative Council of the Territory of Towa, 
made a report thereon, accompanied by a bill to authorize the 
county commissioners of Linn county, insuid territory, to en- 
ter, by legal subdivisions, a quarter section of land upon which 
the county seat has been located. 

Also, to whom was referred the memorial of the Legislative 
Council of the Territory of Florida, praying for a location of 
land for seats of justice, made an unfavorable report thereon. 

Mr. BREWSTER, from the same commitice, made a report, 
accompanied by a bill, to authorize certain townships in Ohio 
to obtain their schoo! lands, and for other purposes. 

Algo, a repart on the petition of Michael Sullivant, accompa- 
nied by a bill for k's relief. 

Also, an unfavorable report on the memorial ef the American 
College ot Science and Industry. 

Also, an unfavorable report on the petition of sundry citizens 
of Allen couniy, Ohio, for a donation of public Jand to the Au- 
glaize Academy. 

Mr. CROSS moved a resolution, (which was laid over under 
the rule,) providing that the Committee un Private Land Claims 
be authorized to employ a clerk upom the usual terms, for such 
period of the present session of Congress as may be deemed ne- 
cessary by said committee, . 

Mr. SALTOSTALL reported a resolution authorizing the 
Committee on Manufactures to employ @ clerk. 

Mr. STANLY submitted a resolution authorizing the Com- 
mittee on Public Expenditures toemploy a cierk, 

Mr. STANLY moved the previous question 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi said he objected to this re- 
solution, and intended to debate it. 

Toe SPEAKER said that the suspension of the regular busi- 
ness had taken place forthe purpose of receiving resolutions 
and billa that were undisputed. : 

Aftera brief conversation, the reselutio: went over with the 
undersianding that it comes up to-morrow. 

Mr. ANDREW KENNEDY, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, made an unfavorable report on the 
petition of William and §, B. Anderson. 

Also, an unfavorable report on the petition of J. G. Do- 


neghy. 

Me BRIGGS, from the same committee, made a report on 
the patinon of Joseph F. Caldweli, accompanied by a bil for 

is relief. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee for the District of 
Columbia, made an unfavorable report on the petition of Wil- 
liam Whea‘fey. 

Aiso, reported a bill to suspend for a limited time the opera- 
tion of a part of an act to revive and extend the charters of cer- 
tain banks in the District of Columbia. 

Mr, WINTHROP, from tac Committee on Commerce, re- 
ported sundry bills, viz: A bill ior the relief of the owners of 
the ship Lexington, of Nantucket; for the relief of Eyre and 
Massey, of Joshua Atwood, and of Ingoldsby W. Crawford; 
and a bill making an appropriation for the officers of the cus- 
tam-house in Providence, accompanied by a report in each 
case. 

Mr. THOS. W. WILLIAMS, from the same committee, 
made a report on the petition of Nathan Smith and the crew of 
the fishing schooner James Monroe, accompanied by a bill for 
their relief. 

Also, a report on the petition of Josiah Holmes, accompa- 
nied by a bill for his rehet. 

Mr, S$. J. ANDREWS, from thesame committee, make an 
unfavorable report on the petition of the pilots navigating the 
Mississippi and Onio Rivers. 

Mr. CASEY, from the Committee on Public Lands, made a 
report on the memorial of the Legislature Council of the Ter- 
ritory of Towa, accompanied by a bill for the establishment of 
an additional land office in said Territory. 

Also, reported the bill from the Senate estilled “An act 
for the reliefof James Smith, of Arkansas,” with an amend- 
ment. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON 


from the same committee, to 
which waa referred the from the Senate entitled “An 
act to establish an additicoal land district in the State of 
Alabama,” and to whom was also referred several memorials 
fiom the Legisiaune of the State of Alabama, and nume: 
rous petitions from citizens of that State on the same subject, 
made a report thereon; and also the said biil with amend- 
ments. 

Also, reported a bili to establish a new land district in the 
fate of Mississippi. 

The cali ofthe committees having been completed— 

Mr. COWEN asked leave ai this Ume to bring up the follow. 
ing resolution: 

Resolved, That nv determination of the House that has been 
or may be adopted shall be construed to suspend the rule sewing 
apart Friday and Saturday of every week for the consideration 
of private bills and private business, beyond the day oa which 
euch determination is adopted. 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN, who hud made several mnsuccess- 
Tul attempts te get the House to go into the consideration of the 
apportionment bill, ohjected to the consideration of any private 
bills until that question was disposed of. 

Mr. THOMAS J. CAMPBELL was understood to present a 

etition; which was referred to the Committee on the Post OF 
ce and Post Roads. 


CONGRESSION 


OPERATION OF THE Ti 
Mr. WOOD resumed the debate ol 
RALTONSTALL the chairmen of the 
tures, where he wasinterrupted yestefdgy by the expiraiion of 
the morning hour. ‘The resolution isn the following terms: 

_ Resolved, Thatthe Commitee on Manufactures be autho- 
rized to send for witnesses and take testimony on the subject of 
the present tariff laws, their operaiion upor the interests of the 
country, and the alteration which those interests may require. 

Not being quite well, he promised the House he shouid be 
brief in his closing remarks. In the course of his observations 
yesterday, he remarked that he was in favor of a discriminating 
tariff; but in saying iiis, he did not wish to be understood as 
heing in favor of a tariff {or protection to the amount of a far- 
thing, He was in favor of reducing the expenses of the Go- 
vernment, by a system of retrenchment and reform, to the low- 
est possible amount, and he was in favor of collecting that 
amountbyimposts. He would, however, discriminate in his 
tariff for revenue; and if any particular branch of industry was 
found to be protected and encouraged by his discriminating ta- 
riff, he should aot feel bound to deviate from his policy. On 
this subiect he wished not to be misunderstood, for he was in 
favor of a discriminating tariff, though it might incidentally 
protect, for he was aware that it was possible to collect more 
on some articles at 5 than at 20 per cent. 

But he was endeavoring to show yesterday that the Commit- 
ee on Manufactures was not the proper medium through 
which the required information should be collected. Te at- 
tempted toshow, although he might be in favor ofa general in- 
vestigation, extending to all classes and all interests, that the 
power to make that investigation should not be given to the 
Committee on Manufactures, as now organized. He had taken 
much trouble to ascertain the peculiarity of the position of the 
gentlemen who compose the Committee on Manufactures, and 
he had ascertained that two thirds of them represent districts 
almost exclusively manufacturing. They came here as the re- 
prezentatives of persons engaged in manufactures; and while 
he disclaimed any intention to say any thing that would be dis- 
respectful to the gentlemen, he could not refrain from saying 
that it would be almostim possible for them to go into a fair aad 
impartial investigation ofthe subject, or to make deductions 
from the facts which they might collect, which would be free 
from the prejudice which their peculiar position must create. 
He did not conceive that it could be in the nature of things that 
the committee could act without bias on that great question. Ta 
the works of nature the fairest objects appeared hideous to the 
distorted vision of the prejudiced; and he felt confident, what- 
ever might he the facts which this committee might collect on 
this question, the deductions and inferences would not be such 
as those facts would warrant. Ia judicial praceedings what 
error, and misery, and crime had been perpetrated by a prejudg- 
ing before trial. j 

But, to make his case more applicable, was there any gen- 
Ueman there who would entrust his character to j who 
had prejndged and were prejudiced, if they were not interested 
in the judgment? Ina courtof Jaw, what man would like a 
jury which was to pass upon some question affecting his pro 
perty, to be charged by a court which was interested in the re- 
swt? These were plain matters of fact, and such were his 
views, for he was a plain, maverof fact man. But indepen- 
dent of these evils, what would be the consequences of their le- 
gislation, based on sucha report, made under such circum- 
stances? The gentleman from Rhode Island (Mr. Titiine- 
Hast] had told them that he was surprised at the magnitude of 
the consequences involved. If this committee should receive 
the power to collect testimony and to make a report, tha! report 
would come tothis House and be made a Congressional doca- 
ment, thus giving it a wide present circulation, and transmit- 
ting it down to posterity, with which it would become positive 
authority, and evil legisiation might be predicated upon it, 
while the manufacturing interests would not be benefited. He 
was far from satisfied that the advocates for protection on that 
floor had followed the correct means for the accomplishment of 
their object; but, if it were possible to find any gentleman 
in that House free from bias, and if they were to 
wait the result of this investigation, he asked whether the 
unbiassed gentlemen on that floor would be satisfied with a 
report from such a committee? Would it not be received with 
caution and prejudice? He (Mr. W.) should look to that re- 
port with great caution, and he was therefore far from satisfied 
that any good could come out of it. But admitting that the 
committee was entirely disinterested, and thatit was intended 
to make a fair report of facts, was there time to doit? No, no: 
there was not time between this and the dog-days to go into the 
subject, and examineit as il required. 

The genteman from Rhode Island, [Mr. TILLIXNGN 
discussei this subject, made some allusion to the) 
by Mr. H in the I 
mittee satin London, and called witnesses to commit 
room without going beyond London, and yet they sat three 
months, and then ad lad not been sbie to make 
sucha full investi ect required. nor to em- 
brace all th came Within the scope of 
their instru s. 

Mr. TELLINGUAST intimated that the Lo 
had not ocenpied ihe time mentioned by the h 
man frern Now York. 

Mr. WOOD replied that the gentleman’ 
fulland comple original one, a copy of wi 
(Mr. W.) bed before him; and from that 
though the fi it was only exam 
the cemmittee had ccoupied the t 
in thew investiga Tie aiso fou 
by Sir C. Youglas ta a mot 
Fawart, i ji ci the chairman fto re; 
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Now he (Mr. Woon) contended that if a committee ofthe 
British House of Commons, at the bead of which was an able 
statesman, (Mr. Hume.) with their witnesses at the door of the 
committee-roem. could not satisfaciorily investigate this sub- 
ject from the 6th of May tothe 6th of August, it could not be 


‘gest the reanpo! iment oF a cami Tee 
3, to continue the investigation ef this impertant 


done by acommitteé here. in the. remaining portion of this ses: ` 
sion, with witnesses to bring 3,000 miles, andso many. diversi» + 
fied interests to consult and reconcile.. ‘There would not-be-, 
time sufficient, notwithstanding they had been told that in anti- 
cipation of the adoption of this resolution, the commiieéhad : 
called witnesses to the commities-room, and had been already 
taking their examination—by what authority he knew not.: But 
notwithstanding such volantary testimony of interested wit 
nesses, there was not time to complete the examination and 
makea report. Buthe objected to the resotution in its present 
shape; for he thought it should be a joint inquiry of the-two 
branches of Congress. They were equal in the passage oflaw, 
and they should be cqual in any measure to control their legis- 
lation. He did not now propose to discuss the subject. of the 
tariff; though at the proper time he hoped to be allowed'to ex: 
press his views, and he gave notice that he should discuss the 


, poiats following: 


Ist. Special laws, granting exclusive privileges, or encou» 
ragement to particular classes or professions, are unequal, and 
consequently unjust, and in violation of the genivs of our in: 
stitutions, and of the Constitution. A protective tariff is of this 
class. 

2d. Protective duties are high duties laid upon foreign pros 
ducts, whether manufactured or raw, to prevent their importa. 
tion at prices Jess than the same prodncts of ourown country, 
st, to be effectual, be mostly prohibiory. Now, as the 
impost system of taxation wasoriginally adopted to raise reyo- 
defray national expenditures, and as a high tariff is an 
olition of revenne, some otber mode of taxation must be de- 
vised. Whatshall that mode be? $ 7 

34. But if a tariff for proteetion was consistent with a tarif 
for revenue, and both would follow the same regulation of im- . 
posts, yet would it be suicidal to commerce. For if it is true 
that decreased importations, by the operation of an incréased 
duty, will pay thesame revenue, yet commerce suffers; addi- 
tiosaily from the fact, that the excluded nations would seek” 
other buyers, and of course other markets for purchases, i 

áth. A highduty is atax upon the consumer to. the amount 
of duty paid upon the foreign article, and whilst it increases the 
price of the home mace article to that of the foreign, yet in the 
former instance (thebome made) the increased price goes into 
the pockets of manufactaresg, and not into the Treasury; there- 
fore, if the object of protection was fully attained, of excluding 
the competition of foreign commodity, and supplying its place 
solely with ‘home made, the seventeen millions cf consumers 
would be extra taxed, over and above the necessary expenses 
of Government, forthe benefitofthe Jess than eight hundred 
thousant engaged in manufactures and trades, 

5h Protection isiniurious to manufactures, It restricts ite 
mirketto home consumption, for other nations will retaliate 
the poliey of exclusion,and if they do not, the enhanced price 
of cur manufactures would prevent their competing with other, 
countries; and would raise a vigorous, speculating competition 
athome, which would destroy the present progressive pros» 
perity by inducing to enter the business, men without principle 
or fortune. i 

6th. Commerce is the gregtest protection tọ manufactures, 
and high duties are destructive of commerce. For high duties 
diseonrages importations, induces other nations to turn manus 
facturing, which before were content to purchase by exchange 
of raw material: encourages srauggling and other evasions of 
the revenue laws; causes similar restrictions upon onr produc-, 
tions of the soil,and onerous port charges and vexatious ma- 
ritime regulations. i À : 

7th. ‘The protective policy is hostile to the prosperity and 
good condition of the laboring manufacturer. It is in an exe 
fenced commerce, which coequally extends the field of labor, 
a free, untrammeiled interchange of commodi'y with the whole 
universe, and the entire absence of all legislative interference 
or bounties, that labor will find its best reward, and industry ite 
best. protection. 7 

Sth. The spirit of the age is tending toward free trade, The 
nations of Burope have recently become anxious Inquirers into 
its political and social advantages. The general assimiationof 
as regulation, the mutual dependence of an unfettered in- 
tercourse, the beautiful and harmonious working of a system 
beyond the control of ambition or avarice, would in time bind 
mankind in bonds of “amity, good will, and peace,” driving 
war and famine forever from the worid. 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS rose and said that, believing that 
the further discussion of this subject would operate only as a 
useless consumption of the time c Louse, he would move 
that the resolution be laid on the table. , 

Mr. MALLORY acked the yeas and nays on that motion. 

Me RANDOLPYE moved a call of the House; which (after 
some conversation) was ordered. 

And the Clerk haying called therc!!, 136 members answered 
to thelr nam 
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Virginia pensioners. To remedy this evil he proposed the 
amendment, which had been recommended also by the Secretary 
of War. He then called for the reading of the act of 1838; 
Whien wasread accordingly. This was the act he proposed to 
repeal. : 

r. LINN suggested to Mr. Gogarn to fix some definite period 
within which the moneys should be pard. 

„Mr. FILLMORE called for the reading of the act proposed to 
pe repealed. 

Which having been read— 

Mr. F. said he would suggest, not however with a view to op- 
position, that it would he better to let the bill now pass; it was 
on its third reading, and could only be amended by unanimous 
consent. The gentleman had better let itgo to the Senate, and 
Jet the ameniment be propozed there, where itcould be consi- 
dered, Itdid not appear clear to him (Mr. F.) that the law 
should be repealed. It might be well, however, to extend the 
time, for any thing he knew at this moment. 

Mr. GOGGIN, at the suggestion, he said, of several members 
around him, modified his proposition so as to extend the time 
within which pensions should be required to be returned from 
eight months to two years. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT. briefly opposed the proposition on the 
ground that consideration was requisite before its adoption. 
"rhe law which it was proposed to repeal (at least to repeal to 
the extent of the time indicated) was not, it wastobe presumed, 
placedon the statute book without deliberatien, nor without 
being founded on some good reason. Asto leaving the amend- 
ment to the Senate, he thought it was the duty of the House to 
give to bills all the consideration in their power before sending 
them to that body. He desired that time might be taken for re- 
flection. 

The SPEAKER intimated to Mr. Goco that the bill could 
only be amended by universal consent. 

Mr. GOGGIN thereupon moved generally to recommit 
ane bill to the Committee of the Wholc on the state of the 

nion. 

Mr. FILLMORE suggested that there was another pension 
bill before the House, which would undoubtedly become a law, 
and he suggested that, as the time had nearly arrived when the 
money appropriated under the pending bill would be required 
to pay the pensioners, it would be better that no delay should 
take place, but that the gentleman should offer his amendment 
to the other bill. 

Mr. GOGGIN had no objection, he said, ifthere was any other 
bill, by means of which his object could be efrected, to withdraw 
his motion. 

So the motion was withdrawn. 

And the bill was read a third time and passed. 

: PROTECTION TO SEAMEN. 

The bill making an appropriation for the reliefand protection 
= American seamen in foreiga countries coming up on its final 

passag e— 

Mr. STANLY understood that the Committee of Ways and 
Means, in the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill, had made 
this same appropriation. 

Mr, FILLMORE said there was an appropriation in that bill 
for this object, and that it was only a part of the necessary 
amount. 

ey SMITH of Virginia asked if the foreign consuls had a 
rig i: to incur these expenses for Government at their own dis- 
cretion, 

Mr. FILLMORE said it was made their duty by law, when 
they found seamen of ihis country in foreign counties, to pro- 
vide for them a passage home; and this must necessarily be 
done on theirown responsibility, as they could not receive or- 
ders from Government on the subject, 

Mr. SMITH said the object of the inquiry was, that this ex- 
penditure was subject to very great abuse, unless some syslen 
was devised to control it. He held that it was time for them 
to look into public expenditures, and restrain them, 

The bill was then read a third time, and passed. 

And then, on motion of Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky, 

The ITouse adjourned, 


IN SENATE, 
Tuorspay, February 10, 1842. 
The PRESIDENT laid belore the Senate the following com. 
munications, viz: 

L Erom the War Department, in compliance with a resolu- 
tion of the 26th ultimo, covering a report from the Acting Sur- 
geon General, as to what steps have been takon to obtain me 
teorological observations at military posts- 

2. From the same Department, enclosing copiesof the Army 
Register for the year 1841. 
i vy Department, in compliance with a resolu- 
8th ultimo, directing the Secretary of the Navy to 
communicate to the Senate the number of vesselsof war be- 

Jonging to the navy during the years 1839, 1810, and 1641, dis- 
tinguishing those in comuussion irom others in ordinary; the re- 
spective classes, and the number of guns; also, the expensesof 
the navy for the same period, distinguishing between active 
service and ordinary, aad the number of officers and seamen; 
and likewise directing she Secretary uf the Navy to furnish to 
the Senate similar iulormatina for the years 2 and 1824. 

On motion of Mr. CAL (OUN, ordered w lie on the iable, 
and be printed. 
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Mr. PIERCE, fromthe Committee on Pensions, made ad- 
verse reports in two cases (names not heard.) 

Oa motion of Mr. PORTER, ; 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to commu- 
nicate to the Senate any reportsor other information which may 
have been yeceivedat the Department in reference to the sur- 
vey of the Northern and Northwestern lakes. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, E ’ 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to furnish 
the Senate with acopy of the proceedings ofa court ofinquiry 
which was held some months since, by order of the Secretary 
of War, upon Dr. Maxwell, of the United States Army. 

Mr. MOUTON asked the Senate to proceed to the considera- 
tion of several bills of importance to the State of Louisiana; 
and stated that he would not make the request if it were not his 
intention to leave the city in the course of the afternoon. 

Mr. WALKER desired that his resolution relative to claims 
on Mexico be considered. If it should not be disposed of in five. 
minutes, he would agree that 1t should be laid aside to enable 
the bills suggested hy the Senator be taken up. 

On the suggestion of Mr. WOODBURY, the Senate proceed- 
ed to the consideration of the resolutions on the table, in their 
order, and such as.gave rise to debate to be laid aside for future 
action. 

The Senate then took up for consideration the following reso- 
lation of Mr, Benton: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
report to the Senate as follows: 

lst. A statement showing the annual amount of drawback 
paid on the exportation of refined sugar, fro:n the commence- 
ment tothe end of the year 1842. 

24. A monthly statement of such payments for the year 


d, lhe estimated amount of such payments for the year 
1842. 

4th. The amount of duty annually paid on imported brown 
sugar, as nearly asitcan be computed. 

5th. The annual amount of fishing bounties and allowances 
paid since the commencement of the same, with the annual 
amount of the salt tax per bushel, and the auaual gross product 
of the salt tax, and the nett product of the same, after deducting 
the fishing bounties and allowances. 

6th. The estimated amount of fishing bounty and allowances 
to accrue from the year 1842, and the gross and nett amount of 
salt tax for the same year. 

Mr. EVANS moved to amend the resolution by adding the 
following: 

“Alsoa statement of the number of vessels, and the aggregate 
amount of tonnage of the same; and of the number of persons 
employed therein, eagaged in the fisheries, other than the whale 
fishery, agreeably to the last return.”” 

The amendment was agreed to, and the resolution was then 
adoy-ted. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. Perce a few days ago, was 
taken up and modified by the mover to read as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
tocommiunicate to the Senate a copy of any commission or 
other authority is-ued for the purpose of investigating the af- 
fairs of the New York custom-house, and the law under which 
the same issued. Also, copies ofall letters or other documents 
accompanying the said commissions; that he furnish the names 
of the commissioners, the times when they respectively enter- 
ed upon their duties, and where said duties were performed, 
and how tong they contiaued, or are expected to continue; and 
also state the fact whether the commissioners first appointed 
madea report, either verbally or in writing, and, if so, why it 
has not been made, and the reascas set forth by said comiuis- 
sioners, or any and which of them, for the appointment of a 
new commission: thathe also report in deiali tie expenses 
(with copies of the vouchers) that have, directly or indirectly, 
arisen in the execution of said commission, the names of all 
parties employed, and how employed, and the allowance made 
toeach, including all items of incidental expenses, aud from 
what fund such expenses were paid. Also, the number aud 
names of witnesses examined by the commissicners, whether 
the commission still continues, and which of the commission- 
ers are still acting thereunder, and who are now employed by 
them, And also to report copies of all letters or communica- 
tions made to or from the Treasury Department, or on file 
there, in regard toor in any manner affecting the course of pro- 
ceeding by said commissioners, or the acts alleged to have been 
done by them or any of the persons intheiremploy. 

Mr. CLAY said that the extravagance practised in the New 
York custom-house, as well as in other branches of the public 
service, demanded an investigation. He had undersiood that, 
cn a revenue of less than eight millions of dollars collected at 
New York, there had been an extravagance in the collection 
amounting to nearly eight per cent. which was larger, by three 
or four times, than the expense incurred when the revenue col- 
lected at that port was sixteen millions. When Jonathan 
Thompson was the collector, and when the revenue was filteen 
orsixteen millions, the collection was made with jess thas: one- 
third of the number of persons now employed. This frig 
increase of persons engaged in collecting the revenue, and the 
equent increase of expens' d when the Senator 
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not wishing it to interfere with the wishes of the gentleman 
from Louisiana, he would move that it be laid, for the present, 
upon the table. 

Mr. WOODBURY assured-the gentleman from Kentucky 
tha he would go as far as the Senator himself in retrenchment. 
There was no unnecessary increase of expense, when he was 
atthe head of the Treasury. As to the increase of officers and 
expenses, he would remark that, when the imports increased 
from one hundred to one hundred and eighty millions in a sin- 
gle year, every gentleman must see that it was necessary toin- 
Crease the force of the custom-house; and whether the imports 
be free or dutiahle, there must be persons lo superintend their 
lauding, and to takean inventory of them. If this resolution 
should pass, and disclose every thing, it would show that he, in- 
stead of increasing the expenses, made every effort when at the 
head of the Treasury Department to reduce the force as fast as 
the public service would admit. 


Mr. CLAY did not mean to enter into a disenssion of the sub- 


` ject, but he must say that the suggestion of the Senator from 


‘New Hampshire was no apology for the augmentation of per- 
sons at the custom house, for ihe increase commenced before 
there wasa large increase of importations, and which did not 
cali for an increase of public officers. He repeated that he did 
not mean to discuss the subject, and he hoped that a corrective 
would soon be applied. i 

Mr. WOODBURY remarked that ifthe increase began before 
the immense increase in the importations, it began before he 
went into the Treasury Department. . ine 

Mr. CLAY said that he might have been wrong in attributing 
the increase to the Senator; perhaps it occurred under the ad. 
ministration of the Senator’s Immediate predecessor. 

The resolution was then Jaid upon the table. 

The biil of the House of Representatives, making appropria- 
tions for the payment of pensions for the year 1842, and the bill 
making appropriation for the relief and protection of American 
seamen in foreign countrics, were read twice, and referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BUCHANAN moved to postpone the orders of the day, 
for the purpose of taking up the bills indicated by the Senator 
from the Louisiana, [Mr. Mouron} They all knew that the 
gentleman was in a peculiar position, and it was as little asthey 
could could do to give him a part ofthe day; which motion was 
acceded to; and 

On motion of Mr. MOUTON, 
thë consideration of i O K g 

The hill confirming certain land claims in Louisiana, which 

was taken up, and considered as in committee of the whole, re- 
ported to the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 
j The senate re cumed the consideration as in committee of the 
whole. of the bill to revive anact entitled an act to enable the 
claimauts to lands within tbo State of Missouriand Territory of 
Arkansas, to institute proceedings to try the validity of their 
claims, approved 28th May, 1824; and an act amendatory of the 
same, and extending the provisions of said acts to claimants to 
land within the States of Louisiana and Mississippi. 3 

The amendment proposed to the bill by Mr. Benton, restrict- 
ing the jurisdiction of the courts to claims that did not exceed 
20,000 arpens, was the questien immediately under consideras 


(he Senate then proceeded to 


tion. 

Mr. McROBERTS demanded the yeas and nays on the 
amendment; which were ordered. 

Mr. BARROW remarked that this amendment strikes at the 
life of the bill—the subsiance, as well as the form, so far as 
Louisiana was concerned. He was astonished to find the bill 
opposed the other day with so much earnestness and zeal. The 
object to be provided was simple; and the bill was just in prin: 
ciple. ‘Phere were not twenty claims in Louisiana that could 
be investigated under the limitation proposed. There were 
more claims unexamined in that State than within the limits 
of any other State; and there were also a greater number of 
large grants. He argued that there was no justice in giving ju- 
risdiction to the courts on claims of 20,000 arpens, and prohi- 
biting them from adjusting claims of £0 or 100,C00 arpens, that 
were as justandas well founded. The Government, he con- 
tended, was as much bound, when a claim was set up, to allow 
the poor privilege of having it investigated before the judiciary, 
without reference to its extent, as to observe any of the stipula- 
tians of the treaty under which the claimsare protected. 

Mr. LINN made some remarks in defence ofthe bill, and 
showing that it was not to the interest of the United States to 
procrastinate the adjustment of he claims. He wished them 
to be settled in some way—either confirmed or rejected, It 
was the duty of the United States to do ene thing or the 
other. 

Mr. BENTON madea few remarks, showing that numerous 
fraudulent claims had been allowed by the courts under the 
law which this bill proposed to revive; and maintained that 
there was nota shadow of foundation for most of the small 
claims, and that the large ones were totally unfounded. He 
was in favor of separating the large claims from this bill, and 
jetthem stand upon their own merits in another bill here- 
afier. 

Mr. BERRIE? 
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This amendment was discussed by Messrs. McROBERTS, 
LINN, HUNTINGTON, and MOUTON, and then agreed to. 

Mr. TAPPAN submitted the following amendment, which, 
after a few remarks in its support, was agreed to: 

“That the clerk of the Circuit Court of the United States in 
which suits under the act shall be instituted, shall, on the insti- 
tution-of each suit, inform the Secretary ofthe Treasury thereof, 
and the quantity of lands claimed in the same.” ; 

Mr. BENTON moved to amend the biil by adding the follow- 
ing proviso: 

“And provided, further, that no claim shall be tried under 
this act which has been hetetofore reje. ted by a board of com- 
missioners, or which was not duly filed for examination before 
such board, previous to the passage of this act hereby intended 
to be revived, or the validity of which has been denied in any 
treaty with the powers under which the claim originated, or 
which shall havg been reported against by any committee of 
Congress, and thé report concurred in by the House.” 

Mr. BENTON deemed it necessary as a guard ‘against 
frauds, &e. . -- ; ` a 

Messrs. BERRIEN and HENDERSON opposed it because it 
was equivalent to a nullification of the bill. pes 

On maotion of Mr. BENTON, the amendment was divided 
into four clauses, and the, question taken separately on each, 
He desaded the, yeas on the first clause—in the following 
words: ' . 

“and provided, further, that no claim sha}l be tried under this 
act which has heretofore been rejected by a commission.”’ 

‘ The question was taken by yeas and nays, and decided as 
follows : 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Clayton. King, McRoberts, 
Prentiss, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, White, and 
Woodbury—11. 

NAYS-—-Mesers. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Evans, Ful- 
ton, Graham, Henderson, Kerr, Linn, Manzum, Mouton, Porter, 
Preston, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, and Tallmadge—17. 

“The second clanse in the following words, was disagreed to 
on acount, yeas 10, nays 18: “or which was not duly filed for 
examination before such board, previous to the passage of this 
act, hereby intended to be revived,” 

The third clause, in the following words, was agreed to: “or 
the validity of which has been denied ia any treaty with the 
power under which the claim originated, 

. The fourth clause, in the words following, was disagreed to by 
yeas 13, nays 13: “or which shall have been reported against 
by any committee of Congress, and the report concurred in ky 
the House.?”? 5 

There being no further proposition to amend the bill, it was 
reported to the Senate; and : 

The question being Shall the bill be engrossed for a third 
reading 

Mr. BENTON demanded the yeas and nays on that question; 
which were ordered, and were— ` 

BAS—Messrs. Archer, Bagby, Barrow, Bates, Berrien, 
Choate, Fulton, Graham, Henderson, Kerr, King, Lian, McRo- 
beris, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Moiehead, Moutan, Porter, 
Preston, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, and Woo:tbridge—24, 

NAY5S-—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Clayton, Evans, 
Pierce, Prentiss, Smithof Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, White, 
an:l Woodbury—11. ` ` 

Ou motion of Mr. MANGUM; the Senate then went into 
Executive sessiun; and after some time spent therein, ad- 
ouried. 


shall return said 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuurspay, February 10, 1840, 
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 

The SPEAKER announced the following members of the 
Committee on Foreign affairs, in the place of those members 
who were yesterday excused from further service thereon: 

Me. E. D. Waits, of Louisiana; Mr. A. A. SHEPPZRD, 
of North Carolina; Mr. Isaac E. Homes, of South Carolina; 

<i. R. CHAPMAN, of Alabama; and Mr. M. A. Cooprr, of 
Georgia. 

Su the committee, as now organized, consists ef the following 
members: 

Nr. Jous Q. Apams, of Massachusetts; Mr. C. Cusine, of 
Massachusetts; Mr, H, Eversti, of Vermont; Mr. FRANSIS 
Geancer, of New York; Mr. li. D. Warre, of Louisiana; Mr. 
A. H. Smapparp, of North Carolina; Mr. Isaac E HOLMES, cf 
Sonth Carolina; Mr. R. CHAPMAN, of Alabama; and Mr, M.A. 


Coopar, of Georgia. 7 
LAND PATENTS. 

Mr. HOWARD of Michigan, on leave given, offered the fol- 
luwing resolution, which was adopted: : k 

Resolved, That the Commitee on the Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire- and ascertain whether the laws relating to 
ihe recording of patents have been complied with, and that they 
report by bill or otherwise, k 

Mr. MOORE of Louisiana, on leave given, moved that the 
Comunittee on Private Land Claims be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the papers in the case af Mark Burnham. 
agreed to. . : 

“On leave given, petitions and memorials were presented by 
the following members, and were referred to the appropriate 
committees: ; , 

Mr. GERRY, of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. GWIN, of Mississippi. f 

[fhe petidon presested by Mr. G. was against the repeal of 
the Bankrupt jaw. } Bs 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. 

Mc. MORGAN, of New York. 


On leave given, Mr. STEE NROD moved that certain papers 
on fiie in the Clerk’s office in relation to the completion of the 
Cumterland road to Ohio, be referred to the Committee on 
Roadsand Canals. Agreed to: 


Mr. BRIGGS (on leave given) reported the following resolu- 
tion from the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 


which (afiér a remark from Mr. B. ex lanatory of the necessity 
of its adoption to the consideration of à case before that com- 
inittee) was adopted: ne 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be authorized to examine witnesses on the petition ot 
B Ogle Taytoe, now pending before them. 

Mr. STANLY inquired of the Speaker what was the order of 
business. - x 

Before the Speaker had responded— 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the House resolve itself inte 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
Pat Aa SPEAKER said there was a question pending before the 

ouse, 

Mr. FIELMORE withdrew his motion. 

OPERATION OF THE TARIFF LAWS, $ 

The unfinisbed business of the morning hour was the follow» 
ing resolution, heretofore reported from the Committee on Ma- 
nufactures: L 

Resolved, That the Committee on Manufactures be autho- 
rized to send for witnesses and take testimony on the subject of 
the present tariff laws, their operation upon the interests of tne 
country, and the alteration which those interests may require. 

To which resolution Mr. Brown, of Tennessee, had hereto” 
fore offered the fallowing. amendment: : 3 

“Provided said committee shall not take the testimony ofany 
person or persons interested in the subjects about which they 
may be éxamined.? ` i 


And the question immediately pending was on the motion of l 


Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS tolay the whole subject on the table. 

Mr. GAMBLE -asked the yeas and nays thereon; which were 
ordered. 

Mr. ATHERTON moved that there be a call of the 
which was ordered, 

Ard the roll having been called, 163 members answered to 
their names. 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS moved that all further 
on the call be dispensed with. 

The motion was (by-ayes 54, noes not counted) rejected. 

And the names of the absentees having been called, 176 
members appeared to be present. 

The doors of the hall were then closed. 

A few excuses were received; after which all further pro- 
ceedings on the call were suspended. 

And the doors of the hali were opened. 

The question then recurred, and (after some conversation 
between Mr. SMITH of Pennsylvania and the SPEAKER) was 
taken on the motion of Mr, L. Witriams to Jay the whole sob- 
ject on the table; and it was decidedin the affirmative, as fol- 
lows: 

Yt:AS—Messrs. Atherton, Bidlack, Bowne, Brewster, Aaron 
V. Brown, Miten Brown, Charies Brown, Burke, William 
Buter, Green W, Caldwell, John Campbell, William B. 
Campbell, T. J. Campbell, Caruthers, Cary, Casey, Chap- 
man, Clifford, Clinton,Coles, James Cooper, Mark ‘A. Cooper, 
Cross,Daniel, Garrett Davis, Richard D.° Davis, Dawson, 
Dean, Deberry, Doan, Doig, Eastman, Joha ©. Edwards, Eg- 
bert, Ferris, John G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Thomas F, 
Foster, Gamble, Gentry, Gerry, Gilmer, Goggin, Gordoa, Gra- 
ham,Guastine, Gwin, Habersham, Harris, Jobn Hastings, 
Houck, Houston, Iubard, Hunter, Isaac D. Jones, Keim, 
Andcew Kennedy, Littefield; Lowel], Abralia McClellan, 
Robert McClellan, McKeon, Mallory, Marchand, Alfred 
Marshall, Mathews, Medill. Meriwether, Miller, Moore, New- 
hard,Owsley, Partridge, Payne, Pope, Powell, Proffit, Ray- 
ner, Reding, Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, Roosevelt, 
Sanford, Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, Shields, William 
Smith, Snyder, Sprigg, Stanly, Steenrod, Sumter, Sweney, 
Jobn B. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Warren, Wash- 
ington, Watterson, Lewis Williams, Christopher H. Williams, 
Joseph L. Williams, Wise, and Wood—108. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, S. J, Andrews, Arnold, 
Ayenge, Babcock, Baker, Bartan, Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, 
Botis, Briggs, Brock way. Burnell, Calhoun, Childs, Chittenden, 
Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Cushing, John Edwards. Everett, 
Fessenden, Fillmore, A. Lawrence Foster, Gates, Giddings, 
Patrick G. Goode, Granger, Green, Hall, Halsted, W. S. Hast- 
ings, Henry, Howard, Hudson, Iunt, James Irvin, W.W. Ir 
win, Janes, J.P. Kennedy, Lane, Lawrence, Linu, Samson 
Mason, Mattorks, Maxweil, Maynard, Morgan, Morris, Mor- 
row, Osborne, Pearce, Ramsey, B. Randall, Randolph, Rid. 
way, W. Russell, J. M. Russeif, Saltonstall, Simonton, Stade, 
Sollers, Stokely, Stratton, John ‘T.Stuart, ‘Taliaferro, Rich- 
ard W, ‘Fhompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Edward D. 
White, Thomas W. Williams, Winthrop, Yorke, Augustus 
Young, and John Young—-79. , 

Sothe resolution and amendment were laid on the table, 

On motion of Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, the House 
took up the bill entitled “An act to provide for the eariy diapo- 
sition of the lands lying in the State of Alabama, acquired from 
the Cherokee Indians by the treaty of 29:hof December, 1835.7 

Which was reada third time and passed, 

Mr. SALTONSTALL subinitted to the Speaker that there 
was snother resolution, which had heen reported from the 
Commitee on Manufactures, 

The SPEAKER said that the resolution reported yesterday 
hy the gentleman from North Carolina {Mr. STANLY] from the 
Committee on Public Expenditures authorizing that commit- 
teetoemplov aclerk, was next in order. 

Mr. PROFFIT asked the yeas and nays on the adoption of 
the resolution; which were ordered. 


And the question being about to be taken— 


Mi. STANLY said that if the House refused a clerk to the 
committee, they would confer on him, individually, a favor, 
inasmuch as it would save him a great deal of labor. and leave 
him leisure to devote to other things. But if the Whig party 
intended te redeem the pledges they had made to the country 
they couldnotrefuse the employment of a clerk tr enable the 
committee to carry out the objects of its creation, 

The committee had received letters from the Secretary of 
War and the Auditors, &c. stating that unless the committee 
hadsome one to write for them, the information sought could 
not be furnished, ` 


House; 


proceedings 


_ The committee had instructed him unanimously to-report th 
resolution, (all the members béing present but one.) D 
Mr. GENTRY approved, -he said, of the. object wh e 
gentleman had in view, buthe disapproved of ane of. the senti- 
ments he had expressed.’ He, Mri G. thoughtthe entleman i 
did not seriously entertain. it. : He; Mr. G. hadne doubt that- 
the gentleman desired to'see reform and retrenchment intro- 
duced into the administration of the Government. That gen 
temen knew that many abuses had existed.’ Tt was the object 
ofthe committee. to ferret out these abuses, and they desired a 
clerk that they might be enabled to do it, Yetthe gentleman 
had said that if the House would not allow a clerk he would be - 
much gratified, He, Mr. G. thought the gendeman. was mis- 
taken in this; that he was sincerely. desirous ‘that the proper 
and patriotic object which the committee had in view should 
be carried out. And such confidence had he, Mr. G. in that 
gentleman and other members,of the committee, and soimpor- 
tant didhe deem it that.such investigatioas should be made,” 
and that the exposes to which these Investigations. must lead 
should take place, that he regarded it as sound economy as Well 
as patriotism to authorize the employment of aclerk.:.. He 
hoped the gentleman from North Carolina would retract the 
sentiment. -` a eae . ` a EEEN 
Mr. STANLY expressed his gratification at the opinion which | 
the gentleman from Tennessee {Mr Gentry] had expressed of 
him... He, Mr. S. was tolerably fond of work, atid. all he im. 
tended to say was, thal, by refusing a clerk, Goasmuch ag the. 
investigations of the committee could not be carried on-without 
one,) the House would leave at his disposal Jeisure of which he ` 
could make a most beneficial use for his coustituerits. and for 
himself. He would, however, accept what the gentleman. from 
Ternessee had intimated. as a substitute for what he had said. 
Mr. CHARLES BROWN observed that he had supposed 
that all this cxtravagance in the public expenditures of the last 
Administration had been known before the last election, aud: he 
thought the Whig party went before the country with-such a 
certain kuowledge of their existence, that they could put their 
fingers on every oneof them. What did they now hear? Why 
after the present Administration had been in power almost a 
twelve month—after two sessions of Congress, the committee 
came before the House, asking for a clerk to enable them to 
ferret ouiabuses supposed to exist. What have all the. seven 
or eight committees of the House on the. expenditures of tha 
different departments of the Goverament been doing? Where ~ 
was the committee of which the gentleman from Virginia 
(Me. Gremer) ‘was chairman, which was raised for this very 
object? Besides these committees, they had heaidof commis. 
sioncrs to examine into the abasesand corruptions in the ex: | 
penditures.in the public buildings at Washington, and of the 
custom-house at New York. And yet, now, after all the ma- 
chinery had been at work during nearly one whole year, and 
embracing nearly two sessions of Congress, we are told they - 
cannot discover the corruption and extravagance charged as 
know against the late Administration, unless that one committee ; 
shal! have aclerk. This was truly the mountain in Jabor pros. - 


it. be done by members, as some return 
aday. They had heard of a commission 
point ont extravagaices in the custom-house 
at that place, and it was i that this commission would lead to 
the exposure of some gross abuses; but as yet the House had 
heard noinformation from that commission, The expense’ of 
that commission, too, was no doubt a very heavy one. For 
one, he trusted that they should have some practical reform in- 
stead of new expenses. 

Mr. MERIWETHER said he had not expected that.the gèn- 
tleman from Pennsyivania [Mr. Brown] would vote for this re- 
solution. He (Mr. B.] was one of those sensitive gentlemen 
who did not like to look back on the expenditures of the past 
Administration. The country, it was true, had received knows 
ledge of some ofthe abuses in expenditures which existed, but 
netofall, Ifthe gentleman thought there had been no extravax 
gance, he was mistaken. Let the committee have a clerk, and. 
they would show that abuses existed. If the gentleman. be~ 
lieved that his own party was innocent of the charges which had 
been made against it, why not, submit to the investigation? To 
deny it would be to deny justice to his own party, because, if 
innecent, they would be made to appear so, and-he (Mr. M.> 
hoped that no other member of the Democratie party. would 
vote against the resolution. : : t 

Mr. M. aliuded tothe ineffectual efforts which had been so 
frequently made to get at the report ofthe Commissioners on 
the New York custom-house, and to the fact that the resolution 
for that object was only passed at last by being introducedin its 

T s the report of a committee. 
rE SEOSER to employ a clerk had been no party ratter 
before the committec. Gentlemen of both parties had voted for 
it. The committee could fiot get along without a clerk, and he 
hoped either thatthe committee might be relieved from its obli- 
sation, or a clerk should be allowed. Mr. M. moved the'previ- 

Si s 

oos PROPFIT said that his friend from North Carolina (Mr, 
STanLy] had made-an appeal to the Whig party for this clerk, 


and he would get it. 


at New Y 


fe (Mir. P:) had-a word to-say to the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr. BROWN] Mr. P. thought that the gentleman was 
jn error in notimmediately coming forward and secending in- 
vestigation into all. the affairs ofthis Government, ~~ 

Mx BROWN (Mr. P: yielding for the purpose) explained. 
He said he would vote for.as many: committees of investigation 
asany gentleman, but he was not willing to. pay too dear for the 
whistle. Fle did not “wish to pay extra for these things; -he 
wished to get them.for the $3: per diem made to: members of 

Congress, > peo F 4 
Mr. PROFETE. resumed. | He accepted. the gentleman’s ex- 
planation.. The gentleman thought-that the committee were 
‘competent themselyes to do this duty. “But the committee said 
they. were not, and he (Mr. P.) was willing to take their word. 
What. would Ue the consequence: of the refusal to employ a 
clork?: ‘Phe committee would say that they had been prevented 
making ‘exposures for the want of a clerk... Now, he was for 
Jetting. all the expenditures of. the Government be made 
known w the country. It was the policy of the party 
which had lately been defeated before the people, to adopt 
thatcourse. . . 

Mr. P. expressed himself will'ng not only to vote for giving 
a clerk to this committee, but was willing to give a clerk to any 
committee which might aid in. laying before the country 
Me expenditures of the Government honestly and in .goo 
faith.’ - ; 

Mr. LEWIS. WILLIAMS said that he was opposed in general 
to allowing clerks to standing committees, and he had uni- 
formly voted againstthem. | The difference in the present case 
was this; Standmg committees had no journals to keep; they 
made their reports to the House, which were filed by the Clerk, 
and in the recess were recorded in abound book. Butit 
was a different thing with Committees of Investigation. They 
must. keep journalsof all their proceedings; they must record 
testimony, and this he knew, by experience, could not be 
done without a clerk. While, therefore, he would deny a 
clerk to a standing committee, he thought it wasdue to the 
gentleman from North Carolina, (Mr. STANLY,} due to 
the Mouse, aud due to the committee, that they should havea 


clerk. a 

Mr, GILMER presumed that the gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia alluded to the committee that was raised last session, under 
the resolution that he offered to the House. He would state to 
the gentleman that that committee still existed—thatit was pro- 
grassing slowly, though he trusted surely, in the accomplish: 
ment of some of the objects for which it was created. It would 
be remembered that atthe extra session a proposition was 
made to the House asking leave for the committee to sit for a 
short time during the recess, anil for power" to send for persons 
and napers; but the House did not sce fit to accede to the propo- 
nition. ` 

ttad the House given the power asked for, it would have en- 
abled the committee to elicita vast deal of important informa- 
tion. The objects of that committee were very comprehensive, 
relating not only to a reduction of expenditure, but to a reduc- 
tion of the power and patronage ofthe #xecutive. It compre- 
hended notonly the civil list, but the military and naval de- 
partments. Mr. G. observed-that the committee had been en- 
gaged in corresponding extensively withall the principal cus- 
tom houses and post offices of the United States, and had 
made: personal inquiries of all the departments at the seat of 
overnment, inviting them all to suggest such information as 
would assist the committee in accomplishing the end in view. 
Jie would not now say how much, or how little aid had been 
afforded to the committee in answer to these various inquiries. 
fie trusted that the time would come when the committee 
would be able to make a yeporton all the facts they had col- 
jected. Before be toak his seat, he would say afew words with 
regard to the particular subject aed consideration. He re- 
garded itas asmail matter. He Ws for economy, retrench- 
ment and reform, and not parsimony. He was prepared to 
accede to the request of any committee, to employ a clerk 
whenever they deemed itnecessary for the performance of the 
duties assigned them. i 

Mu. LINN said the only question for the Ifause to decide was 
whether, in the important investigation which the committee 
had to make, it was necessary that a clerk should be employed, 
As an evidence on that point, he wouid state to the House what 
had already transpired in relation to the duties of this com- 
mittee. 

Mr. L. then adverted briefly to the character of the duties 
which the committee had to discharge, and adverted (as Mr. 
Sranty had done) to the notification received by that commit- 
tee trom heads of Departments that it was utterly impossible 
for the requisite popers, information, de. to be procured, unless 
the committer sent some one to discharge that duty. 

Mc. THOMPSON of Mississippi inquired whether there 
were not committees on the expenditures of each Department, 
who had cognizance of the subjects which the gentleman said 
the committee were Investigating, and whether this Committee 
on Public Expenditures was intended to supersede all the 
others? Sah 

Mr. LUNN (very indistinctly heard) was understood to say 
that it was true that such commitices did exist; but that, at the 
last session of Congress, it had been decided that the Commit- 
tee on Public Mxpeoditures had the jurisdiction over the mat- 
ters naw onders ing itsinvestigation. The committees on the 
Departments were confined rainer to the expenditures of the 
contingent tund than to other objects. 

it was an arduous duty to make these investigations, and it 
would require all the time that the Committee on Public Ex 
nenditures had, to make one tithe of the investigations into the 
enormous extravagant expenditures and great abuses which 


H e would cither give them the means of 
making these invest ations. or would discharge them. Mr. L. 
moved the previous question 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi desired that a note to the 
yule, on the subject of his inguiry, might be read. 

Obvjected to ` 

Mr: SPANLY sai 


ifia order, he would remark that the sub- 
ject of mileage had yet to be examined by the Committee on 
Public Expenditures. There wos no commitiee on that. 

The previous question was then seconded. 

Mr. SHIRLDS asked the yeas and nays on ordering the main 
question; which were refused. 


And the main question was ordered to be put. 


Mr. CHARLES BROWN asked the yeas and nays on the 
main question; which were ordered. 


And the main question (being on the adoption of tle resolu- 


i 


l ONGRESSIONA b GLOBE. — 


nays 53) ` AF 
So the resolution was adopted. y ` 
GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. n: 
On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the House again resolved itself 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the Uaion, Mr. 
Briées of Massachusetts in the chair,) and resumed the consi- 
deration of the bill making appropriations forthe civil.and dipio- 


matic expenses of the Government for the year 1842. 

The reading of the bill by clauses ‘was then commenced, and 
the firstclause was read, as follows:, . 

“For pay and mileage of the members of Congress and De- 
legates from the Yerritories, in addition to the sum already 
appropriated to that object, during the present. sessio, 
$273,712. aad a 

Mr. GILMER asked ifthis was the last reading the bill would 
receive. He contemplated offering various amendments, but 
was not prepared with them now. He did not wish to detain 
the committee, but if no other gentleman was ready, as there 
was much other business, he would suggest the propriety of 
laying the bill aside till to-morrow, or that the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means fix some day for its considera- 


tion. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he should be verry happy to accommo- 
date the gentleman from Virginia, ifit was possible to assign a 
day when the biil might be Considered; but the gentleman was 
too well acquainted with proceedings of this Ifouse to think 
for a moment that it was possible to determine in advance any 
thing done here. It was of vast impertance thatthis bill should 
be immediately acted on, and he heped the gentleman would 
not move to postpone it. 

Mr. GILMER said ifit would be competent for him to offer 
amendments afier the bill had been gone through, he had no 
objection to now proceeding with it. 

The CHAIRMAN said that, as he understood, afer the bill 
had been gone through, amendments could be received, 

The first clause, as given above, was then passed. 

The second clause was then read, as follows: 

“Por pay of the officers and clerks of the Senate and House 
of Representatives, in addition to the sum already appropriated 
to that obiect during the present yession, twel ye thousand five 
hundred dotlars.” A . Fi 

Mr. CUSHING moved to amend this clayge by striking out 
“twelve” and inserting “Fifteen,” 80 as to rgd fifteen thousand 
five hundred dollars. He said he found bygthe report submit- 
ted by the committee that appropijations Had been heretofore 
made wishout the authority of law; andè when. they had been 
continued in previous bills, they Had inferted them in this to 
save another bill upon the subject fo thé amennt of $82,600; 
which it was supposed that ong tess. ould Jegitimate. He 
referred to the report accompanying his bill, showing this 
fact, and also that the committee hkA omitted similar appro- 
priations to the amount of $3,000. “He supposed, under the 
rules of the House, the committee was bound to omit all these 
appropriations thus referred to. He found tus rule: 

“No appropriation shall be reported in such general appro- 
priation bilis, or be in order as an amendment thereto, for any 
expenditure not previously authorized by law—-untless in con- 
tinuation of appropriations for such public works and objects 
as are already in progress, and for the contingencies for carry- 
ing on the several departments of the Government.”” 

Now, it was obvious that the exception in the rule did no 
cover the case of clerks, whether of this House, or any depart- 
ment of the Government, or any bureau. Tt seemed to him 
that the committee were bound to be consistent, either, in pur- 
suance of this rule, to omit all those appropriations not antho- 
rized by acts of Congress, 0r, if they emitted any portion of 
them, to place all on the same footing. It wes not for them to 
decide which the House would or woukl notapprove, He beg- 
ged leave to express his obligations to the committee for having 
done what had not heen done of late—for presenting a report in 
explanation of the bill, and thus giving to the members of 
this House the meansof foiowing this in its various items, and 
ascertaining the authority forthem. There were in this bill 
various appropriations for clerks not authorized by law, or 
otherwise, except as they were sanc ionel by previons bills. 
In putting in some of the clerks, the committee had undertaken 
to decide that they should be retained; and in omitting others, 
to decide that appropriations for them were not to be renewed 
by any general law. Je objected to the course the committee 
had taken in discriminating between the two cases. They 
should have left to the House complete jurisdiction over this 
matter. If there was to be a general Jaw making provision for 
clerks and other officers. then he desired ihat al! might fare 
equally, and that they might cover all cases. 80 that they might 
havea fair consideration on their merits without being prejudg- 
ed by being omitted in this bill. He had moved this amendment 
in order that if there were an appropriation on the subject, it 
might be for the existing clerks of the House, 

He further read from the report of the committee, showing 
that, in fixing the amount of appropriation, (here had been an 
omission for two clerks. The cause of the omission for these 
two clerks, so far as appeared on the face of the report, he said 
seemed to be that there was no specific provision in previous 
arpropriation acts for them. Tfthisywas the ground on which the 
the committee acted, they were In crror. 

Ie referred to the appropriation bills of the several sessions 
of 1838-39, 1839-40, and 140-41. to show that this item of 
$3.000 for these two clerks was in fact contained in these appro- 
priation acts, Alithe clerks constitnting the clerical force of 
the House were together provided for in the genera! amount. 
i appeared, therefore, that this appropriation o 000 was au- 
thorized. by be inserted in previous appropriation hills as a 
specific appropriation, tothe same degreeas the sum of oca 
which the commitee had inserted 


3 inthis bill, It oniy rer 
to inquire whether there was any 


nbstanual reason why th 
clerksshould be struck offfrom the clerical force of the rouse. 
The cammittee had not said that they were notre 
believed it mightbe shown that they were needed in 
and the qnestion recurred why the distinction should 
Tle did not know what answer would be given on th 


eariy raised with reference to several appropriations m 
this bill. 

pers of the committee who remained here, he would endeavor 
to explain the general principle that governed the committee in 
making the recommendations they had made, and in omitting 
appropriations which they had omitted. Itappeared in the re- 


tion) was then taken ‘and decided in the affirmative—yeas 112, 


ort, from: their investigation, it’ was discovered, that since 
ahont 1836 large appropriations had been made for officers— 
part in the two Houses of Congress, and others in the Depart: 
ments~-and continued from year to year without authority: of 
law. 4 
The question then presented itself to the committee whether 
they should continue these appropriations without bringing the 
faci to the knowledge of the House, or at once strike them. out, 
and ask to. repert a bill legalizing such of them as were neces: 
sary.. Knawing the'extreme uncertainty. of every thing in this 
Honse, and the possibility, if these officers were deprived of 
their apptopriations in thi bill, that the other bill would not 
pass, thecominittee had come. to the conclusion that the safest 
course would be to follow the precedents so far as to report 
these appropriations, leaving. to the House to dispose of them 
as they thought proper. ` n» 

The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr, Cusine] had called 

the attention of the House to the rule requiring that these ap- 
propriations should be for objects authorized by law, except 
in two specific cases. Had ibis rule been followed for six 
or seven years past, they would nothave had the difficulty now 
presenting itself. These officers would either have been pro- 
vided for by law, or appropriations would not have been made 
for-them, The committee discovered that several clerks in 
both Houses of Congress were employed under resolution of 
the respective Houses; and the question ‘arose whether the re- 
solution of either House was the authority of law. Certainly 
the action of either body separate was no law. But these clerks 
had been employed by resolutions of the two Houses, and con- 
tinued for several years, and seemed to have the sanction of the 
House employing them; therefore they had thought it was pro- 
per to provide for them, and to provide that hereafter, as to the 
contingent fund, no appropriaion should be made unless lega- 
lized by law or resolution. 
"There were two clerks employed in this House on the mere 
authority of the Clerk of the House, and had been since 1838. 
This was anew case entirely. The question with the commit- 
tee had been, whether they. should stiil go on, and appropriate 
for clerks merely employed by the Clerk of the House without 
the authority of the House. The committee came to the con- 
clusion that they ought not; that if the House required the ser- 
vices-of these two clerks, as they were inclined to think they 
did, it was a proper question to submit to the House. Andif 
the House thought they were necessary, they had only to say so 
by resolution, and ample provision was made for them in the 
contingent fund; for, by the provision annexed to the con- 
tingent fund of the House, clerks empioyed by the order of 
the House were to be paid from it. They thought that neither 
the Secretary of the Senate nor the Clerk of the House should 
employ clerks without the knowledge of their respective 
Houses. D : . 

‘The gentleman (Mr. Cusnixe] had said that they had re- 
commended appropriations for several cases, merely because 
they were provided by previens appropriation bills, and that 
these two cases which they had omitted had been also provided 
for in the previous hills. He apprehend d there was a liwe 
doubt on that subject. The committee had epplied to the 
Clerk of the House to know by what authority these clerks 
were employed. He informed them that it had been provided 
for by the act of March, 3d, 1839, and subsequent acts. He 
wanied to call the attention of the committee for one moment 
to that act, to sve how far it sanctioned the employment of 
these clerks. They found this provision, and this only: 

“por stationery, fuel, printing, and all, other contingent ex- 
penses of the Fouse of Representatives, in addition to former 
appropriations, $100,000. 

Did that look like employing additional clerks without resos 
lution or Jaw? The commiitee said it was no anthority at all, 
and therefore refused to allow this appropriaticn. But they 
were now told that the Clerk did not intend to refer them to 
this bill, but to the appropriation bill passed at the first session 
of that Congress. 

Mr, F. called the attention of the committee to the clause 
which it was argued was an authority for this, as follows: 

“For pay of the officers and clerks of the Senate and Honse 
Representatives, $42,400.” 

That was allthe authority there was. He had no doubt but 
the fact might appear, by examination, that a part of this sum 
was for ten assistant clerks in this TYonse, without the authority 
of law or resolution. But this cid not appear from the law, nn- 
less the House looked back into the original estimates, which 
they could not infer that they would do. He had merely gi. 
ver the reasons that governed the Committce of Ways and 
Means m their report, which was now open to the action of the 
House. 

‘J'he subject of this amendment, it appeared to him, would 
much more properly come up for consi non the report 
of his friend [ Sir. Scmmers} on the subject of the employment 
of the clerks and messengers ofthis House, which would come 
up to-morrow morning. Then, ifthe House thought these two 
additional clerks necessary, it only needed aresolution to sane» 
tion their employment, and they would be paid out of the con- 
tingent fund. The question was, whether, because of an ap- 
pror ion that bappenedto have heen made for these clerks 
in the bill of the session of 1638739, and continued till this time 

sald now go on and appropriate for them, or leave it to 

e dered when this repert came up. and then, if found ne- 
cessary, passa resolution authorizing their employ. He should 
be content with either way the Fouse might adopt. He would 
only say that the committee had been an ious to do all jus- 
ticc to every officer of Government, and exercise all practicable 
economy. 

Mr, SUMMERS said that the question now yaised would 
come up much more fairly fer consideration and final action 
when the repos! made on the Sth of January, from the commit 
tee appointed to examine the contingent expenses of the House 
was taken up. than now on this bil. It hadteen bis intention 
to ask ef the House to take up that report t morning, but he 
had been prevented, the morning hour | g been occupied 
with other b es. Heundersteod it ta the firat business 
in order to-morrow morning, and as they could nut dispose of 
this bili to day, he pr ed that this eublect ke passed over 
for the present, that they go on with the resi of the bill, and to. 
morrow the report would come up, and this could be acted on 
more regulariy. 

Mr. CUSHING said the proposition was fair, if a practical 
one. Could the report be taken up to-morrow? It was pri» 
yate bill day, and they had heen here two months and not taken 
up a single private bill. 

a Mr. FILLMORE. it might be acted on during the morning 
our. 


a 


r. CUSHNG 
todispose.of it. ` f 

Mr. FILLMORE suggested that the committee should pass 
over the subject for the present. ~ 

„Mr. CUSHING said he wished to pursue a consistent course 
through this bill. If ‘the appropriation for these clerks was to 
be rejected, for the reason that they were not authorized, un- 
less by previous appropriation bills, then he meant to make the 
point of order onevery appropriation of this kind, cut where 
It: might, He. did not admit that the Committee of Ways 
and Means possessed a dispensing power over these appropri- 
ation bills. The House had, by previous appropriations, sanc- 
tioned this precisely in the same manner as appropriations for 
the others which were included in this bill. He further 
referred to. previous appropriation, bills establishing this fact, 
and ,said-that he“claimed.a vote from the commitice on the 
améndment, ‘At the same time, hehad no objection at all 
to waivethis motion aud wait unul to-morrow morning, then to 
renew it. 

“Mr."C. BROWN asked if it was in order to move to postpone 


said the morning hour would not give time 


` this bill, and take up the Apportionment bill. 


„Mr, CHAIRMAN replied that it was‘not at the present 


me, 3 * 

Mr. GENTRY rose merely to express his conviction that 
the Committee of Ways and Means had effected a great reform 
of vital importance to the purity of this Government, and es- 
sential to the perpetuation of freedom. What were the facts 
that this casual discussion had elicited? They had obtained a 
key to the,vast increase in the number of officers, and the im- 
mense augmentation of the expenses af this Government for the 
last few- years, to some extent. at least. How did-it happen 
that under the action of this Government officers could be cre- 
ated without the authority of Jaw? To what “consequences 
must it lead, if they should deliberately sanction the principle 
that, when desired for any purpose whatever, proper or impro: 
per, to increase thenumber of officers, it was only necessary for 
the Clerk of the Hause or officers of the Cepartments, by anim- 
proper use of their power, to create: these officers, and then for 
the House by appropriations to legalize them. if they sanc- 
tioned the power, it led to— 

“Mr. CUSHING said appropriations were not made under the 
contingent fund, but under specific appropriations, 
< Mr. GENTRY said it was still an appropriation which was 
nót legalized. . That was the principle, and he said the country 
owed to the Committee of Ways and Means a deep debtof gra- 
titude for exposing this practice. All he regretted was that 
they had not omitted every dollar for officers not existing by 
Taw; but created by usurpation of authority. This principle 
was of immense imporiance, and vital io the - preservation 
of the Government. To what extent could not the Secreta- 
ries of War, of State, and of the Navy, and of all the De- 

artments, multiply offices for the benefit of their favorites, 

n order to increase the influence and exiend the power of the 
General Government? Was not this principle of high iw- 
portance, and did it not become this House, as the guardian 
of the people’s rights, as connected with every thing pertain- 
‘ing to the public expenditures, to deliberate upon this 
Question, and correct these practices, not by partially sanction- 
ing and partially disapproving what had been done? — He nequi- 
esced with the gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. Cusine) in 
opposition to this discrimination. The remedy should apply to 
all cases, and this could only be done by moving to recommit 
the bill to the Committee of Ways of Means, with instructions 
to strike’ out every item of appropriation not authorized by ex. 
isting laws. If-it was proper that these officers should exist, 
Congress could legalize them, and let them thus rebuke these 
improper uses of this Government. With a view to make this 
motion, he would move that the committee rise. 

Mr. FILLMORE appealed to the gentleman to withdraw his 
motion for a moment}. which being complied with, he said it was 
entirely unnecessary that the bill should be recommitted, It 
would only produce great delay, as these itemscould be struck 
out in committee, 

Mr. GENTRY said it seemed to him that it was a more proper 
corse to recommit it. 

Me, FILLMORE said, ifthe motion prevailed a debate might 
arise in the House; and, as they could not move the previous 
question, might cause a delay of two or three weeks. They 
could just as well take the question on these items severally in 
committee. 

Mr, WISE said there was no necessity for recommitment to 

arrive at this object. He presumed that the chairman or some 
member of the committee could at once give the information as 
to the items of appropriation for clerks which had not been pro- 
vided for bylaw, There was some question whether appropri- 
ation bills were not laws providing for these clerks, as wel] as 
any other, What were the exceptions of this rule? It pro 
vided that— , 
o appropriation shall be reported in such general appro- 
prbuton , Or be in order as an amendment thereto, for any 
cxosmliture not previously authorized by law—unless in con- 
tinuation of appropriations for such public works and objects 
asa idy in progress,and for the contingencies fur carrying 
onih veral departments of the Goverament,” 

Had not this House, from the foundation of Government, 
beco provided, by a standing law, with clerks, Was it ereat 
ing a new class of oficers, or merely adding to an object of ap- 
propriation already begun? The object oi this rule was that 
any object of appropriation shouid be originated by a new bill, 
but thatany object of appropriation already in existence m b 
be increased, and added to in the regular bills. A bare increase 


of service ofa class of clerks was precisely like the continua. 


gen 
thatt i 
chief reasons ofthe loss of money und time under the Govern- 
ment was, that there was not force enough in hardly. any De- 
partment. He knew in most of the Executive Depariments, 
especially inthe Navy Department, there was not one half the 
force to do the public business as it ought to be done. 

The chairman inquired of the gentleman from Massachusetts 
{Mr. Cusarnc] if his motion was to increase the appropriation 
$3,000 to pav clerks not authorized by law. 

Mr. CUSHING said he had moved to strike out twelve and 
insert fifteen, that the number of clerks sanctioned by this act 
might be the same as by former acts. ý 


The CHAIRMAN said if he underatood that the motion waa 


to provide for clerks not. authorized by law, he should rule the 
amendment outof order. Did the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts contend that these clerks were authorized by law? 

Mr. CUSHING. Yes. By appropriation, as were other 
clerks for which provision was made inthe bul | z 

The CHAIRMAN. And without the authority of law the 
appropriations were made Heretofore. ` ia 

Mr. CUSHING replied in the affirmative. - . ig Se 

The CHAIRMAN decided that this vas not- authority, and 
ruled the amendmeridment out of order; saying that he would 
submit the subject to the decision of the committee: 

Mt, MASON of Ohio obtained thefioor; but i 
Mr. WISE rose toa point of order. 'The Chairman had de- 
cided that the amendment was not in order, He submitted 
whether the items reported by the committee not authorized by 
law, were in order. ° : 

The CHAIRMAN said when the committee came to them he 
would decide.“ He understood that this provision was for the 
pay of the officers and clerks of the House of Representatives, 
If it was shown that any part of the appropriatien was to em- 
ploy clerks not authorized by law, otherwise than by previous 
appropriation, he would decide them out of order. 

Mr. CUSHING said he would show that, He now raised the 
question of order as to the present clause of the bill, for the 
rule applied as well to items reported by the committee as to 
amendments, 

After a momentary conversation between Messrs. GENTRY, 
MASON, ard WISE— 

Mr. CUSHING said he would refer the committee to the third 
page of the veport of the Committee of Ways and Means, which 
was a running commentary on the bill, from which he read coi 
cerning various items of the appropriations, some of which were 
auth rized by law, others by resolutions of the House, and 
others only by previous appropriaton bills, He. said, without 
going into further items, he believed he had found here about 
the whole of this amount, authorized only by former appropri- 
ations, . : 

Mr. MASON (a member of the Committee of Ways and 
Means) would say but a word of explanation, which he thought 
would afford a satisfactory answer to the geneman from Ten- 
nessee, [Mr. Gentry,] and give him to understand the extent to 
which the Committee of Ways and Means had gone on this 
question. Mi 

The committce had adopted the rule of limiting their appro- 
priations to cases that had been specifically and distinctly pro- 
vided for by law. They found that there were numerous cases 
which they did not. doubt for one moment were not only neces- 
sary, but required by the public service, and which were not 
authorized by law, among which was the case of the Reporter 
of the Supreme Court of the United States. The committee did 
not intend to abolish that office, nor very many offices for which 


they declined making appropriations. That class of cases they ` 


had referred to a member of the committee, who was now ab- 
sent from the city on acceuut of domestic affliction. It was the 
intention of the committee that a bill should be reported almost 
simultaneously with this, making appropriations for all such 
officers which, in the judgment of the committee, ought to be 
continued, in consequence of the circumstances to which he 
had referred, the bill had not been reported. Such a bill would 
be reported from the Committee of Ways and Means; and when 
this was done, every meinber would havean opportunity of ex- 
pressing his opinion with regard to the particuiar officers whose 
salaries in every instance would be-specifically provided for in 
that bill. $ 

T'he committee, however, had thought that there was a class 
of cases where appropriations ought to be continued from year 
to year, in order to prevent any disaster which might overtake 
the public service and those officers. The Committee of Ways 
and Means had no objection that this committee should ‘strike 
out of this bill all those appropriations not authorized by ex- 
isting laws. He would suggest, however, that it was perhaps 
an object not asdesirable as might be supposed; for, undoubt- 
edly the mest of these were cases that the House would agree 
to continue, and offices which were necessary to the adminis- 
tration of public affairs. It had been a matter of policy with 
the committee to insert these appropriations, and it would be 
entirely unnecessary to refer this bill back again. He had 
no objection that these items shoule all be struck out, in or- 
der to present a strong necessity for the action of the House 
onthe bill that should hereafter be reported to them. He 
was willing to have it done. Those persons interested 
would have nothing teapprehend from the ultimate action of 
Congress. l 

He was very glad to hear several members of this committee 
raise their voice in approbation of what the Committee of 
Waysand Means had dore. His opinion was that the commit- 
tee had given a form to the appropriation bills which would di- 
rect the future action of the House, and that committee, ina 
manner highly salutury and conservative to the interests of the 
country. This bid had heretofore been made a great omnibus, 
in which al appropriations that could finda place in no other bill 
had been cast, Ile recollected an instance when three million 

ppropriated in anticipation of a war with France. 
ume before the House pruned of al! ext ANCES, 
presentinga cleaner pagethan any similar bill presented to 
this body within the lasi twenty-five years, He concluded by 
moving that the committee rise; but waived the motion, yield- 
ing o the finor to 

Mr. GENTRY, who, for the purpose of moving to recommit 
the biij, renewed the motien. 

Tne motion prevatting, the commiitee rose and reported the 
bhi to the House. 


Mr. GENTRY moved that the Committee of the Whole be | 


discharged from the from the farther consideration of the biil, 
and that it be recommilted to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, with instructions to strike out every item ef appropria- 
tion not authorized by existing Jaws. 

After some conversation by Messrs. EVERETT, FILL- 
MORE, GENTRY, and the SPEAKER, as te whether the mo- 
tion was in order— 

The SPEAKER decided that, objection teing made, it could 
not he received except by suspension of the rules. 


Mr. GENTRY moved a suspension of the rules to make this 


motion. ‘ 
Pending which, the Fouse adjourned. 


IN SENATE.’ ~~ 
FRIDAY, February 11, 1842. - : 
The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before. the Sena’e resolu- 
tions adodted by the Legislative Council of iowa Territory, 
asking the survey and purchase of a tract of country owned by 


„of f j as begi 
nifested to repeal the Bankrupt act, the intention Of which 


the Sac and Fox Indi 
Affairs, ee = : ; $ 
-~ Also, from the same- source, asking’ a donation o 
School purposes: referred to the Committee on Publ 

Mr. CLAY presented a memorial froma number 
of Alabama, stating thelr. regret that æ dispositio 


consider to be. proper and humane; and saying that wha 
defects in the law may exist can be: remedied by. amend; 
also a memorial on the same subject from the S of Ob 
which the memorialists express: sentiménts ‘somewhat jö- 
gous, and entertain a hope that the law will take fu)! effects and 
a petition from*Wyoming county, New York, praying that the 
Bankrupt law may not be repealed, postponed, or amended: =<" 

Also presented the petition of Rebecca Wright, widew of Ja» 
cob Wright, who was killed in thé naval service of the United* 
Saen asking a pension: referred to the Committee on ‘Naval 

airs, 7 ae Bees 

Mr. WHITE presented joint resolutions of the Legislature ef 
.the State of Indiana, asking an appropriation for the: construc- 
tion ofa’harbor at Michigan city: referred tothe. Committee on: 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. P è 

Also, from the same source, asking te be allowed to’select 
other lands than those granted for the construction of the Wa- 
bash and Erie Canal: referred to the Committee on Roads and 
Canals, : pas 

Also, from the same source, asking for the passage of a law 
designating the same day throughout the Union for: the choice 
of Electors of President and Vice President of the United States: ’ 


referred to the Commitiee on the Judiciary. : ot 

Also, from the same source, asking appropriations to remove ` 
the obstructions in, and improve the ‘navigation of, the. Ohio, 
Wabash, Missouri, Mississippi, -Arkaneas,. and Red Rivers; ‘ 
which, after’a few remarks’ by Mr: WHITE, in defence of. the: 
policy, andby Mr. KING on the partiality of the recommenda: 
tion of those rivers où the west side of the Mississippi, tothe 
consideration. of Congress, to the neglet: of others’ of ‘great-im- - 
portance on the east side of the Mississippi, the memorial was 
referred to the select committee on the subject of the snag 
boats to remove obstruction in rivers, &e. 4 : 

Mr. KING presented a petition from individuals residing iri 
Green county, Alabama, ia which’ they set forth their objec- 
tlons toa repeal ofthe Bankrupt Jew; also, a memorial from 
Sumter county, in the same State, against a POStporement, 
amendment, or repeat ofthe law. referred to the ‘Judiciary 
Committee. g 

Mr. WRIGET presented the proceedingsand resolutions of 
a meeting, heldin the city of Rochester, New York, asking the 
interference of the Government in behalfofthe American pri- 
soners at Van Dieman’s Land: referred to the Committee'on 
Foreign Relations. : Á 

Mr. KING presented a petition, praying the relmquishment - 
of areversionary interest of the United States in a tract'ofland:. 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, eee Bs 

Mr. LINN presentéd a petition from the: representatives of 
Manuel Gonzales Moro, asking confirmation to a tract of 
land: referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims, ` 

Ou motion of .Mr. LINN, it was ordered that the petition of 
Lineus, and others, he taken from the files, and referred to the 
Committee on Claims, 7 ae 

On motion of Mr. LINN, it was ordered that the papers Te- 
lating to the claim of Lewis Bartholet, for losses’ sustained by 
Indian depredations, be taken fiom the files and referred to. the 
Committee on Claims. ee eae ie Base 

Mr. BAGBY presented the petition of David Jones, asking to 
he indemnified for the loss of a vessel at Havana: referred to 
the Committee on Claims, ; ae 

Mr. SEVIER presemedgdditional documents in relation to 
the claim of Captain H. 4% Shreve: referred to the cOmmmittee 
having charge of that subject. R aa 5 

Mr. MANGUM presented a petition from the widow of Ja- 
cob Bright, Jate armnorer.at the Washington Navy Yard, for a 
rension: referred to the Committee on Pensions. MEER 

Mr. PRESTON, on leave, introduced a bill for the: relief of: 
Alexander Hammett; which was read and referred to the Com: 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. aai E 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the Judiciary, re: 
ported back, without amendment, the bill relating to the judi+ 
cial courts ofthe district of New Iampshire, À 

A message was recetved from the House informing. the 
Senate that the bill establishing an additional Jand district in 
the State of Alabama, had passed that House with certuin 
amendments. $ 

On motion of Mr. KING, the bill and amendments were refer- 
red to the Committee on Public Lands, 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, reported back 
to the Senate, without amendment, Mouse bills making appro- 
priations for the payment of pensions for the year 1842, and 
making appropriation for the protection of American seamen. 
in fo’ countries; and, on his motion, the Scnate-considerad 
said bills as in committee of the whale, and there being no mo- 
tion to amend them, they were reported tothe Senate, engrossed, 
read the third time, and parsed, 

Ona motion of Mr. TAPPAN, S $ 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary he instructed 
10 inguire into the expediency of providing for the publication : 
of a stereotyped edition of the laws of the United Srates, by con- 
tract, under the direction of some officer of the Government; and 
that they have leave to report by bill or otherwise. o so 

The following engrossed bills were then read the third time, 

assed, viz: ae ` eee 
ann bil confirming certain land claims in the State of Louisi: 

a; and y Bete ft 
The yl to revive an act entitled “An act to enable the claim- 
ants to lands within the State of Missouri and Territory of Ar- 
ki sas, to institute proceedings to. try. the validity of their 
Be ees: aepwoved Wh May, ISH; and an act amendatory of the 
as a ee ee the penvisions of said actsto claimants 10 
same, and extending the provisions: of sald acts to | 
land within the States of Louisiana and Mississippi. Pa itt 

The Senate then took vp the adverse report o M Genet “4 

syoiutionary Claims inthe case of James McCrory, an 
pa meron report of the Committee an Claims in the case of 
ne ad Mavi Tes and severally, concurred in the same. 
ion of Mr CLAY; pais © 

Ce moio oro at l o'clock, proceeded to the consideration 

of Executive business; and, after some time spent therein, 


Adjourned üH Monday next. 


l OUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
= Frpay, February 11, 1842. , 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved, 


. Mr. CASEY, under the geheral.order, referred the petition 
of.Johd H. Murphy and. Thomas ‘McKibben, of the Senate of 
Tlinois,late contractors for carrying the mail.on route No. 2,723, 
from. Vincennes, Indiana, to Danville, Hlinois. s 

Mr. HOWARD, of Michigan, on leave - given, : offered 
ie. following “resolution from. the Committee of Ways: and. 

eans: Se ae i ; J 

“Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to com- 
muni¢ate to the House copies of all papers and documents’ 
from thie War Department relating. to the settlement or adjust- 
ment of claims of ciuzens of the United States. against'the Pot- 
tawattamie and other tribes of Indians mentioned in the letter 
of instructions from the Commissioner of Indian Affairsto Wm. 
B- Mitchell, of May 30, 1840: the name ofand the amount 
claimed by each’ of such Citizens, and the decision of said 


Mitchell thereon; the number of certificates alowed or issued, 


and the amount and date of each; and, also, of all instructions ` 


and correspondence relative to the removal of said Indians be- 
yond the Mississippi river. 

Mr. FILLMORE, from the Committee of ‘Ways and Means, 
yeported a bih making appropriations for thecurrent and con- 
tingeot expenses of the Indian Department, and for fulfilling 
treaty stipulations. with the various Indian tribes, for. the 
year 1842; accompanied by a report; which was read twice and 
xeferred. K 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, it was ordered that the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means be discharged trom the considera- 
tion of the letter of the Secretary of the Treasury relating to the 
estimates for the completion of the custom-house in the city of 
New York, and that ıt be referred to the Committee on Public 
‘Buildings. 

‘And also that vhe Committee of Ways and Means be dis- 
charged from the consideration of the letter of the Secretary of 
the Treasury in relation to the fees receivable by the clerks, at- 
torneys, and marshals of the United States, and that it be re- 
ferred to the Committee on the J udiciary. 

ELECTRO-MAGNETIC TELEGRaPIIS. 

Mr. BOARDMAN, on leave given, offered the following reso- 
tion, which was adopted: j 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce beinstructedto 
inquire into the expediency ofestablishing a system of Etectro- 
Magnetic Teregraphs for the use of the Government ofthe United 
Sates. 

Mr. MEDILL. asked leave to offer the following resolutions, 
which were read for information: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be request- 
ed to communicate to the House the information in his posses- 
sion upon which the commission of inqniry in relation to the 
public buildings in this city was instituted last spring, and the 
Jaw under which the same was appointed: Also the names of 
the commissioners, copies -of all sustructions, letters, or other 
documents addressed to them, or any ofthem, in relation to 
their duties, or in any way explanatory of the object for which 
they were appointed—the time when they severally entered 
upon their duties, and how long they continued in discharge of 
the same—the names ofall witnesses sum moned, invited, ov ad- 
mitted before the commission, or elsewhere, to give testimony 
in relation to the objects had in view, designating such as were 
examined, the expenses incurred directly or indirectly in the 
exccution of said commission, the amount paid to each commis- 
sioner, Witness, and other person respectively, aad the fund from 
‘which said expenses were paid. 

‘Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested to 
inform the House whether any person or persons have been ap- 
pointed within the last year, to examine the books or official 
proceedings of the registers or receivers in the Land Offices, or 
any of them; and if s0, how many, and who were so appointed; 
what were the duties assigned them, and when did they sever- 
all enter ypon the same; how long ty have been, or are ex- 
pected to remain in the discharge Of said duties; what is the 
rate of their compensation; from what fund the same has been 
or is to be paid, and the law under which said person or per- 
aons were appointed. And if heor they were appointed for 
the purpose of making special investigations of alleged defatca- 
tions, or other misconduct on the part of any register, receiver 
or other officer, that he communicate to the House all the in- 
formation in the possession of the Department at the time ofsaid 
appointment or appointments— showing the necessity for such 
investigation, and in either case, copies of all instructions, letters, 
or other documents accompanying, or subsequently addressed 
to the said person or persons, whether relating to the examination 
aforeseid, or any other business ofa public character, and co 
pies o? all letters that have, been received from said person 
or persons, and now on file in the Department, 

Mr. SALTONSTALL made a remark, (which the Reporter 
could not hear,) and called for the orders of the day. 

The SPEAK. R said that, objection having been made, the 
yegolutions could not be received, 

Mr. MEDILL moved a suspension of the rule, for the purpose 
of offering his resolutions. 

Bot the SPEAKER said that there was already pending a mo- 
tion to suspend the rule. X 

Immediat-ly previous to the adjourament yssterday, the 
House, in Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
had been considering the bil] making appropriations for the 
civil and diplomatic expenses of Government for the year 1842; 
and a motion had been made by Mr. Gentry that the commit- 
tee rise, with a view ta enable him to submit a motion thet the 
bill be recommitred to the Committee of Ways and Means, with 
insteactions tostrike ont all items of appropriation therein con- 
tained not authorized by existing laws. 

The committee had accordis risen, and Mr. Gawrry had 
submitted his motion to the House. 

Which said motion (objection being made thereto) the Speaker 
nad decided could onty be received by asuspension of the rules, 
crequiring a yote of two-thirds.) 

Mr. Gantry had thereupon moved a sus ension of the rules, 
aad, pending this mation, the House had adjourned. 

And the question now recurring on the said motion to suspend 
the rules for the purposes indicated— 

Me. GENTRY said that the attention of many gentlemen had 
not, probably, been called to the debate of yesterday, and he 
could scarcely hòpe to get a majority of two-thirds. And Mr. 
G. inquired of the Speaker whether, if this motion was infor- 
mally passed over, it would come up on Monday? 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman could make a similar mo- 
tion at any time when he could get on the floor. 

Some conversation on a point of order followed between Mr. 
RANDORLH and the SPEAKER: after which— 

Me. GENRTY asked the common consent of the House to 
gate the groand on which his motion was based, 


/ (again inaudible to the Reporter}— 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
Mr SALTONSTALL addressed à remark to the Chair, 
When Mr. GENTRY. withdrew his motion to suspend the 


rules, with the intention, > he said, of renewing iton some other 


occasion. I cals wala 

So the motion was withdrawn... 4 

Mr. MEDILL then -moved ‘that the rules of the House be 
snapended,. for the purpose of enabling his resolutions ta be 
considered. . oe S viele _ i 

Some conversation followed— Bae 

When Mr. FILLMORE suggested to Mr. Meniti that he 


‘should include in the inquiry any reports that might have been 


‘made. He (Mr. F.) did not wish to ‘suppress. any part of the 
information, but he wanted to see whether, by reason of these. 
investigations, any thinghad been discovered. i f 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS called for the reading of the resò- 
lutions; which having been read— E : 

Mr. STANTY said he should object. Be wished the reso- 
lutions to lie over until to-morrow, that he might offer an 
amendment. He wanted a little more information about the 
same thing. 

Mr. BRIGGS hoped that the resolutions would be suffered to 
lie over, and that they would be printed. . 

‘And, after a brief conversation, the resolutions were ordered 
to lie over and be printed.: 

The first business in order during the morning hour, was 
the resolution heretoforereportel by Mr. SATONSTALL, from 
the Committee on Manufactures, authorizing that committee to 
employ a clerk. 


Mr. SALTONSTALL said that, in the opinion of the com- 
mittee, the services of a clerk were not merely important, 
but essential tothe convenient and proper discharge of the 
business before them. The House had, after a long debate, 
referred so much of the President’s Message and the accom- 
panying documents as related to discriminating duties to the 
Committee on Manufactures. The committee were, therefore, 
to investigate the subjects connected with discrimination in the 
adjustment of the tariff. They had, several weeks ago, asked 
for leave to, summon witnesses and take testimony respecting 
the greatinterests involved in the subject, Thatresolution was, 
to his great surprise and regret, rejected yesterday. As it was 
uncertain when it would be disposed of by the House, the com- 


mittee had decided to collect information on the subjects under 
their consideration from such intelligent practical men as might 
come before them, and from a correspondence with others. Se- 
verai persons have been examined, and much valuable infor- 
mation has been obtained. There is (said Mr. S.) alarge file of 
Jetters and statements from merchants and manufacturers in 
relation to a home valuation, a warehousing system in connec- 
tion with cash payments, and respecting different manufactur- 
ing interests, &c. Many petitions and memorials have also 
been referred to them, some of which are long, and containing 
valuable statistical information. All these must be carefully 
examined and digested, and the labors of the committee, which 
must, at any rate, be arduous, will be greatly Jessened by the 
employment of a faithful, intelligent clerk. Immensely impor- 
tant questions have been referred to the committee. What do 
the House expect of them? Information is wanted. Great in- 
vestigation is necessary. They cannot otherwise come to any 
result satisfactory to themselves, the House, or the country. 
The House ought to grant the committee all reasonable facili- 
tiesin the performance of their duties, and he cou!d not believe 
tnat their request for authori-y to employ a clerk could be re- 
fused. Ile repeated that, in his opinion, and that of a large ma- 
jority of the committee, itis essenual. They have already ma- 
terials on hand for the diligent employment ofa clerk for many 
days. 

Mr. A V BROWN said he wasa member of the committee, 
and desired to make a few observations on the adoption of this 
resolution. He was not surprised at the introduction of the 
proposition for a clerk to that committee. At the time of its 
introduction, there was a proposition be’ore the House to au 
thorize the committee to send for and take the examination of 
witnesses. To do this, there might be some propriety in ask- 
ing for the assistance of a clerk. But on yesterday the House 
refused to authorize the committee to send for witnesses and to 
take testimony. What occasion could there be now for the 
employment ofa clerk? The honorable chairman now speaks 
of going on in taking testimony, in the face of this decision of 
the Eouse. This seems to be astrange an lunauthorized course 
by the committee. The House says. “you shall not send for 
witnesses in this case: the committee replies, “true, but if 
they come of their own accord we will examine them.” The 
House dete: mines that the committee shall not administer the 
necessary oaths, to give validity to the testimony—the com- 
mittee determine that they will take the testimony without 
oath or affidavit. Sir, what is this but a contempt offered to 
the authority of this House? What but the rankest usurpa- 
tion of power by one of the committees of this House? 


Nothwithstanding the intimation of the chairman, he (Mr. 
B ) could not think it probable that the committee would per- 
sist in so unwarrantable a course of procedure. If, however, 
he should be mistaken in this, still there could be no sort of ne- 
ceseity for this appointment. No one could doubt on this sub- 
ject who would reflect a momest on the mode of proceedings, 
not only in this but all the other committees ol this House. At 
the appointed hour all the members assemble in the room, take 
their seats, and are ready to proceed with business. An indi- 
vidual who has voluztarily come forward, is thea presented 
by tbe chairman, and his verbal statement is proposed 
to be hear: by the committee. As he progresses, each member 
notes down in his own memorandum book such points in his 
statement as he conceives to be most important to be remem- 
Dered. Some note largely, and others slightly, as they conceive 
the information to be more or less valuable. Afterward, inthe 
frarning or construction of the bill, each can refer to his notes 
forsuch facis as he believes to be true or impaztant to be con- 
sidered. Now, sir, in all this process, what use can there be to 
the committee to have a clerk? Is it too much labor for each 
member to perform, to take down such notes of the testimony ? 
I is precisely such labor as all our judges and Jawyers perform 
in every important trialia our courts. Why should not we per- 
form equal labor in the performance ofour duties here? Sir, 
the price to be paid to this clerk is not toe inconsiderable a sum 
to be mentioned here. Four doilars a day for some ninety or 
one hundred days may well be saved in these times of economy 
and reform, especially when the same services can be as well, 
nay, better performed by the committee themseives. He would 
not charge that this appointment was intended for some needy 
favorite, hanging about the capitol for employment, Dut he 


would say there was no sort of necessity for creating a mere 
sinecure like this. . 

_ He could not imagine but one leading object for pressing this 
appomtment so earnestly on the House. Look to the structure 
of that committee; only two from the South, and ene (himself) 
from ail the mighty. States of the West; the other six from the 
North, including Pennsylvania. Could any one doubt what 


_-gort-of a bill would be finally reperted by such a committtee } 


Now, sir, it may be desired to collect @ vast volume oftestimo- 
ny to lay before the public to sustain such abill. Ifso, a clerk 
might well be thought necessary, to make out the compilation. 
But, sir, could such eg parte statements be worth the printing? 
Statements made by ~ interested persons, whose whole fortunes 
may depend on the testimony which they velunteer before the 
committee. He would never vote a dollarin the publication of 
such a budget, nor would he pay four dollars a day to a clerk 
to make itout. He therefore hoped the resolution would not be 
adopted. > 2 

Mr. RANDOLPH said it was strange that. the subject of the 
tariffcould not be alluded toin this House even incidentally 
without exciting opposition. > Yesterday the House had re- 
fused to’give the Committee on Manufactures power to send 
for witnesses and take testimony even, and now the power to 
appoint a clerk was assailed: This course of proceeding waa 
certainly strange, after the House had committed to the Com- 
mittee on Manufactures, that portion of the President’s Message 
relating to discriminating duties. Why, what were the coma 
mittee to do? The American tariff was unlike that of Great, 
Britain; in that ten articles prodnced nine-tenths of the revenue 
arising from customs, but our tariff embraced over thirty-seven 
hundred varieties of articles, on which the committee wag re- 
quired by the House to report a pill for discriminating duties, 
How were they to do this without practical information? The 
refusal yesterday to grant the power to take evidence, so far from 
beingan argument against this resoletion, as was supposed by 
the gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr. Brown,} js anargument 
initsfavor. The information must be obtained by correspone 
dence and by voluntary examinations, and tor this the services 
of a clerk were essential. But thegentleman would have the 
committee act without information—like the taskmasters of 
Egypt, he would require the brick without the material to make 
them. He should, in his liberality, Mr. R. said, go one step 
further, and, like a jury empannelled to try a cause, he should 
have an officer sworn to attend the committeee, and keep them 
in some private place, without meat or drink, water only ex- 
cepted, and nosto speak to them himself, or suffer any 
other person to speak to them, until they had agreed upon 
their report. But the committee were not all like the gentle- 
man. The neededlight. Buthe, when it is proposed to autho- 
rise the committee to take evidence, objects—the expense is too 
great, The expense! yes, the expense of hundreds, when mil- 
lions, nay, the interests of the whole country, are atstake! He 
objects to the power to send for and examine witnesses under 
oath, because the information can be obtained otherwise; and 
when a clerk is asked for to obtain that information, then he 
objects to that also, because the House refused to authorize the 
committee to send for witnesses. This was certainly strange, 
but perhaps not more sothan the objection of the gentleman 
to the composition of the committee—thal a majority of them 
were in favor of protection. Why, how should they be? A 
majority against protection? Were not all ihe committees or~ 
ganized upon the same principle? Look at those on the pub- 
lic lands and on commerce If any persons were dissatisfied 
with the committee, the manufacturers themselves might bs; 
‘or he believed there was not a single manufacturer, or person 
engaged in manufactures, on the committee, aud not above one 
member who representeda decidedly manufacturing constitu- 
ency. The chairman came froma commercial district, and six 
or seven members represented agricultural districts. 

My. R. said the committee not only wanted information on the 
subject of discriminating duties, but on that of home valuation 
also; for nobody seemed to understand what that meant, or 
how it wae to be carried out. Scarcely any two persons agreed 
on that matter; and how were the cummittee to agree or act 
without some information? The Senate, Mr. R. said, had 
granted their Committee on Mannfactures a clerk, almost with: 
outa division, and yet that committee had comparatively noth- 
ing to do; for the bill, being for revenue, must come from the 
committee of this House. Will the House then refuse what the 
Senate have granted? Mr. R. said that the power in itself to 
appointa clerk was one of small importance, and he should 
have remained silennt but for the ground taken in opposition. 
He trusted, however, thatthe resolution would pass the House. 
Mr. FURNEY moved that the resolution be laid on the ta- 


ble. 

Mr. RANDOLPH asked the yeas and nays on that motion; 
which were ordered, and, being taken, were—yeas 88, nays 88, 
(a tie vote.) K : ; 

The SPEAKER then voted in the negative; wh 
ht Vente wee gative; whereby the vote 

So the resolution was not laid on the table. 
_ And the question recurring on the adoption of the resolu. 


tion— 

Mr. RANDOLPH moved the previous question; but with: 
drew the motion at the request of Mr. HABERSHAM, and on his 

romise to renew it, 

Mr. HABERSHAM then bri fly explained his reason for the 
negative vote he shouid give on the adoption of the resolution. 
which was (substantially) that the House, having refused power 
tothe committee to send for persons and papers, (which was 
equivalent, first, t0 a declaration on the part of the House, that 
there was no necessity for taking such testimony in a formal 
manner, and, secondly, that the House would not go for the ex- 
pense) the House su:ely did not deem it necessary that such 
testimony shonid be taken informally, and therefore the ex- 
pense would notbe incurred. Tf the resolution authorizing 
the committee to send for persons ard papers bad passed, he 
should have voted for the present resolution; as it was, he should 
yote against it, < É ; 

Mr, H. enew emand for vi 
ion FI. then renewed the demand for the previous ques- 

Mr. TILLINGHAST rose to make a remark, but took 
nis Beat on hearing that the previous question had been 

et 


And there was a second to the deman ; 
question. d for the previous 


And the question being taken, the main question was ordere 
b t th ye dered 
tobe now taken 
On which main. question (being on the adoption of the re- 


Sey Mr. MILTON BROWN called for the yeas and 
ys i 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr, GAMBLE moveda call of the House, but. the Spéaker {| 
decided that it was too late to make that motion, (the main ques- 


tion having been ordered.) 
_ Mr ATHERTON then submitted a second motion that the 
Yegolution be laid on the table. g 
„Mr. BREWSTER asked the yeas and nays on that mo- 
tion; which were ordered; and, being taken, were—yeas 97, 
nays 89 , 
So the resolution was laid on the table. f 
{A thessage was recerved from: the. Senate, by A. DICKINS, 
esq. Secretary, informing the House that the Senate had pass- 
ed certain bills, for the tities of which see Senate proceedings.} 
i PRIVATE BUSINESS., 


me 


Mr. GIDDINGS (chairman of the Committee of Claims) in- . 


quired of the Speaker if the morning hour had elapsed? 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

And, thereupon (on motion of Mr. G.) the House resolved it- 
self into Committtee of the Whole, (Mr. Casry of Ilinois in the 
schair,) on the private calendar. | 

The committee took up the bill No. 40, for. the. relief of Lt: 
John L. Cline. 

Mr.T. J. CAMPBELL moved an amendment to appropri- 
ate a further sum of $60 in remuneration of expenses incurred 
Vy the claimant in defence of hissuitin the case on which this 
claim was founded. i 

Mr. GIDDINGS called for the reading of the report accom- 
panying the bill; which was read. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia briefly opposed the amendment. 

The question was taken, and the amendinent rejected. 

The bill. was advocated by Mr. SMITH. of Virginia and op. 
posed 'by Mr. GORDON, . 

ae SMITH of Virginia moved to strike out the enacting 
clause. $ 

The bitl was further debated by Messrs, T. J. CAMPBELL, 
McCLELLAN of Tennessee, TURNEY and ROOSEVELT. 

ah SMITH withdrew the motion to. strike out she enacting 
clause. ; pa tS i 

The bill’was then`laid aside to. be reported to the House, 

The bill No, 4L, for the relief of Francis G. McCau'ey, was 
read, and, without debate, laid aside to be reported. 

The bill No. 43, for the relief of the representatives of W, D. 
Chever, was taken up, and, with the accompanying report, was 
Ti 


My. PROFITT, after some brief remarks in opposition, 
moved to lay the bill on the table, but waived the motion. 

And, after a few remarks, the bill was passed by, to be taken 
up to-morrow. 

The bill No. 44, for the relief of George Randall et al. was 
taken. up and read. 

Mr, SMITH called for the reading of the accompanying 
report. 

The bill was then laid aside, to be reported to the House. 

The bill No. 45, for the relief of the Springfield Manufactur- 
ing Company, was read, and, without debate, laid aside to be 
reported to the House, 

The bill No. 46, for the relief of John P. Campbell, was laid 

. aside with jut devate. 

The bill No. 47, for the relief of Chauncey Calhoun, was 
£ reao, and also the accompanying report, at the calt of Mr. WM, 
- Jt was then laid aside to be reported to the House, 

The dill No. 48, for the relief of the representatives of Jno. 
Barnes, deceased, was read, and, after dehate by Messrs. 
MERIWETHER, GIDDINGS, STANLY, and PROFFIT— 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi called for the reading of the 
report. 

Messrs, FILLMORE and ROOSEVELT further opposed, 
and Mr. GIDDINGS advocated the bill. 

Mr. FELLMORE moved to strike out the enacting clause, 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia opposed the bill. 

Mr. FILLMORE then, at. the suggestion of Mr. Gropines, 
(who said in the House he would move to recommmit the bill to 
the Committee on the Judiciary,) withdrew the motion to strike 
out the enacting ciause, and the bill was laid aside to be re- 

orted to the House. x 

The bill No. 49, for the relief of Pacificus Ord, was read, 

Mr. PROFFT £ called for the reading of the report, and, after 
yemarks in opposition to the bill, moved to strike out the en- 
acting clause. 

The motion was advocated by Messrs. ROOSEVELT, 
BOWNE, SMITH, of Virginia, UNDERWOOD, and PROF- 
FIT, and opposed by Messrs. J, C. CLARKE, HOPKINS, 
COWEN, and GIDDINGS, : * 

[Mr. GORDON, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, re- 
ported that- the committee had examined the bill “making 
anappropriaton for the relief and protection of Atmerican sea- 
menin foreign countries,” and the bill “making appropria: 
tiou for pensions for the year 1842,” and had found the sameto 
be correct, 

Whereupon the said bills received the signature of the 
Speaker. ] 

Mr. GORDON further opposed the motion. 

Mr. TURNEY moved that the committee rise. 

The question heing taken, the vote was—ayes 61, noes 40. 

No quorum voting, the committee rose, and reported that 

fact to the House. 
- The House then, on motion of. Mr. THOMPSON, of Mis- 
sissippi, adjourned. 

In the House of Representatives, on the 7th instant, Mr. 
CUSHING presented the following resolutions, and moved that 
they be referred to the Committee ofthe Whole on the state of 
the Union: 


COMMONWEALTH OF MASSASHUSETTS, 1842, 
Resolve relating tothe apportionment of Members of Con- 
gress. i , 

Resolved, That the Senators and Representatives of this 
Commonwealth in Congress be requesied to urge the passage 
ofalaw apportioning the members uf Congress among the 
several States atas carly a dayas maybe consistent with the 
public interest. 

Resolved, That his excellency the Governor be requested to 
transmit copies of this resolve toeach of the Senators and Re- 
presentatives of this Commonwealth in Congress. 

Hoven or REPRESENTATIVES, January 19. 1842. Passed. 

THOMAS KINNICUTT, Speaker. 

In SENATE, January 24, 1842. Passed. r 

JOSIAH QUINCY, Jr. President. 

January 24, 1842—Approved. JOHN DAVIS. 
A trys copy—Attest; . JOHN P. BIGELOW, 

Secretary ofthe Commonwealth. 


~ HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
a SATURDAY, February 12, 1842.  - 
The journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
‘On leave. given, petitions and merorials were presented by 
the following gentleman and appropriately referred: 
Mr. WARREN; of Georgia. aw 
(Mr. W.ipresented a resolution of the Legislature of Georgia 


_ for the establishment of mail routes, to wit: 


. From Barnesville in Pike county, Georgia, by Griffins, Fay- 
étteville, and Campbelltown, to Marietta, in Cobb county; 
From Macon, Georgia, by Americus,, Cuthbert, and Irwin- 
ton, Alabama, to Mobile, Alabama. . , 
From Blairsville to Dahlaiga, Georgia. 
Fiom Irwinton, Georgia, to Dublin, Georgia. Pi ig 
‘From Spring Place, in Murray county, Georgia, to Jackson- 
yie, alabani, by way ot Gros Plains, Buzzard’s Roost, Me- 
icinal Springs, Chestnut Flat, Lafayette, Summerville, Hop- 
kinsville, and Cedar Bluff, Alabamas i EE 
From Sandersville, Georgia, by Swainsbero, 
and Eden, to Savannah, Georgia. 
From starksville, Georgia, by way of Curhbert. 
Erom Macon, Georgia, by way of Vanier, Tazewell, and 
Lumpkin, to Irwinton, Alabama. ~ 


Also, a petition from Niles Kig and forty-six other citizens 

of Lowndes county, Georgia, praying the estabiishment 
of ae Keys, in Florida, asa port of entry forthe Suwaona 
river, 

Mr. LINN, of New York. : t 

iMr. L. presented the petition of John Couper, of Baliston, 
New York, an invalid pensioner, praying for arrears of pension 
from the time his disability occurred. a 

Also, the remonstrance of Alexander C. Gibson and 75 
others of Schenectada, New. York, against any interference 
a the bankrupt law until it has received a fair practical 
trial. atu i A i 4 

` Algo, the proceedings and resolutions of a méeting of the citi- 
zens of Schenectada, New York, friendly to the Bankrupt law, 
and opposed to its amendment, postponement, or repeal, 

Also, the petition of Oliver S$. Potter. and 95 others, of the 
country of Saratoga, New York, pretesting against the passage 
of any law prohibiting the transportation of the mails or keep- 
ing open the post offices on Sunday. 

Also, the like petition of William B, Van Benthusen, and 84 
others, of Saratoga, New York, protesting as above. 

Also, the like petition of W. W. Comstock, and 91 others, of 
Saratoga, New York, protesting as above. 

Also, the like petition. of George Devo, and 35 others, of Sara- 
toga, New York, protesting as above. 

Also, the petition of Eve Vandenburgh, praying for a pension 
under the act of July, 1838, 

The petition and papers of the estate of Francis Pellicers,a 
claimant under the treaty with Spain, were, on motion of Mr. 
Lam, taken from the files, and referred to the Committee oa 

Claims. 

The petition and papers relating to the claim of Hugh Riddle 
were, on motion of Mr. Linn, taken from the files, and referred 
to the Committee on Private Land Claims } 

Mr. JOHN T. MASON of Maryland. i 

On leave given, Mr. MOORE of Louisiana presented certain 
papers in relation to a case pending before the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, (name not heard.) Referred. 

Mr. HOPKINS, from the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, reported a bill for the relief of Jabez IL, and Asa 
White, of the State of Connecticut. 

Mr. PATRICK G. GOO E presented certain papers in a 
case (name not heard) pending before a committee; referred 
accordingly. 

And Mr. Q. asked leave to present certain petitions, 

Mr. PROFFIT objected, remarked that a number of the States 
had noteyen been allowed to present the resolutions of their 
Legislatures. a 

The business of the morning hour was the foliowing resolu. 
tioni heretofore reported from the Committee on Private Land 

laims: i 

Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land Claims be 
authorized to employ a clerk, upon the usual terms, for such 
pariod of the present session of Congress as may be deemed ne- 
cessary by said committee. 

Mr. ATHERTON desired to be informed by the Speaker 
whether it had heen usual to allow a clerk to this commit. 


tatesboro, 


tee. 
The SPEAKER. was not able, he said, to respond to the in- 


uiry. 
3 Mi. ATHERTON moved that the resolution be laid on the 
table. 

My. MILLER of Missouri asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and, being taken, were yeas 90, nays 59. 

So the resolution was laid on the table.] 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN rose, he said, to what he believed 
was a privileged question. He asked to be excused from further 
gervice, aud he desired to say a word in explanation, Mr. B. 
was proceeding to do so, when 

The SPEAKER said the Chair had not decided that it was a 
privileged question. But the House had never refused to grant, 
by universal consent, the privilege to a member— 

Mr. BROWN was about to preceed, when . 

Mr. ARNOLD inquired. of the Speaker if the question was 
debatable. : : 

Mr. BROWN said, if he could not assign his reasons, he 
would take the usual mode and write them out. 

The SPEAKER was understood to say it had not been usual 
to allow explanations; but that, by general consent, the gentle- 
man could make them, 

Mr. ARNOLD objected. 

And the subject dropped. 

APPORTIONMENT BILL. F 

Mr. EVERETT asked leave to offer the following resolution, 
with a view, he said, of calling it up on Monday next: 

Resolved, That the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union be discharged from the consideration of bill No. 73, 
“For the apportionment of Representatives among the several 
States according to the sixth census,” and that the same be made 
the special order of the day for Puesday next, at 12 o'clock, and 
at the same hour of each succeeding day, until finally d sposed 
of; and thatat 2 o’clock on ‘Tuesday, the 22d instant, all debate 
shall cease thereon, andthe House shall then proceed to vote on 
the amendments then pending, or shall be offered, andon all 
other motionsthat may be in order. x 

Mr. MALLORY objected. a 
Mr. EVERETT. | give notice that Ishall offer it on Mon- 
day. í 


8 


“Mr. MALLORY. 
too. > : 


Mr. CROSS rose and said, at-the time the questio: € 
on laying on the table ‘the resolution to give the Comm on 
Private Land Claims the aid of a clerk, he was pot in. hid seat; 
if-he had been présent, it was his intention to have submitter 
some remarks. for the consideration of the House. He now 
hoped the House would agree to reconsider the vote just taken. 
The committee was required to do duties for private individuals 
—their attention was directed to cases in. which private indivi- 
duals were interested—and of each case. they had to prepare a 
report asa lawyer would prepare a case for trial in, a court: of 
law. By their attention to these duties, they’ were ‘unable. to 
look into the general business before the.country, and injustice 
was done to their immediate constituente.: Jn addition, there 
were many cases sent to them in the Spanish and’ French Jan- 
guages, which the members of the committee had neither the 
time nor the knowledge to translate; but this might be done. by 
a suitable clerk. There were about four hundred cases before 
the committee, and unless the House would afford them the faci- 
lity which they required, he should.withdraw from: further ser- 
vice upon it; he believed his duty to his immediate constituents 
required this, i eet a 5 

Mr. YOUNG of New York rose,to sustain the. motion të re- 
consider, and said he thought that, if genlemen would look’ into 
the duties.of that committee, they would no longer, doubt.as'to 
the propriety or necessity of allowing acclerk, ' \..'. ae 

„Mr. Y. was proceeding to remark on the vast amount of busi- 
ness before. the committee, and to say that many of the cases 
were of the most intricate character—~ ‘ Peden gs 

When Mr. HOPKINS submitted to the Speaker, whether, & 
was in order to go into a debate on a motion to reconsider a 
motion to lay on the table? [which latter motion is not itself de- 
batable.] i : 

The SPEAKER said that, strictly speaking, the debate was 
not in order. Sees 

Mr. MALLORY moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table, ; 

Mr. TURNEY also rose and submitted the same motion; ree 
marking, as the Reporter understood, that though. himeslf a 
member of this committee, he did not believe the employment 
of a clerk to be necessary. ~ ee 3 

_And the question being taken on this motion, it was decided 
in the negative without’a division. Er R 

So the motion to reconsider. was not laid on the table.. >.. 

And the question recurring on the motion to reconsider-— 

, M TURNEY asked the. yeas aud nays} ‘which were re- 
used, : Boe En Ss 

Tellers were called for and ordered, and Messe, Suirn. and 
Tatiarzro of Virginia were appointed. = 

en the question being taken, the vote. stood—ayes 76, 
noes 70. f ; : 

So the vote by which the resolution had been laid on the ta» 
ble was reconsidered, . E a 

And the question again recurring on the’ original motión of 
Mr. ATHERTON, to Jay the resolution on the table— os; io oon 

Mr. MALLORY asked the yeas and nays; which were ordered, 
and, being taken, were—yeas 84, nays8lv i taun | 

So the resolution was laid on the table.. ae . 

Mr. MERIWETHER asked leavé, in pursuance of notice 
heretofore given, to report a bill, (title not. heard,) which he 
wished referred to the Committee on Military Affairs.. 

The SPEAKER said it could only be done by general cons. 
sent.- $ : 

Objection being made, ct! 

On leave given, Mr. MALLORY presented the petition of 
William J. Bryant fora back pension. _ Romie 

Mr, GIDDINGS (the morning hour having elapsed) moved 
that the House resolveitself into Commitee of. the Whole for 
the purpose of resuming the. consideration of the private ca- 
lendar; but Mr. G. waived the motion at the request of : 

The SPEAKER, who laid betore the House the following 
Executive communication: i 


NEW-YORK CUSTOM-HOUSE INVESTIGATION. 
* Wasuinoton, Feb. 9, 1842, 
To the House of Representatives: ; 

In answer to the resolution of the House of Representatives 
of the 7th of February, 1842, in the following words: ‘Resolved, 
That the President of the United States inform this House. un- 
der what authority the commission, consisting of George Poin- 
dexter and others, for the investigation of the concerns of the 
New York custom-house, was raised; what were the purposes 
and objects of said commission, how many persons have in any 
way been connected with it, and. the compensat:on received or 
to be received by each; and the aggregate amount ef every. de- 
scription of said commission, and out of what fund the gaid ex- 
penditures have been or are to be paid:”. Lhave tostate thatthe 
authority for instituting the commissicn mentioned in said reso. 
lution, isthe authority vested in the President of the. United 
States “ro take care thatthe laws be faithfully. executed; and 
to give to Congress from time to time information on the, slate 
of the Union; and to recommend to their consideration such 
measures as he shall judge necessary andexpedient.” ~ 

The expediency, if not the necessity of inquiries into the 
transactions of our!tcustom houses; especially in cases ‘where 
abuses and malpractices are alleged, must be obvious eee 
gress; and that investigations -of this kind were expect z he e 
made, appears from the provision in thé Bist section o t ope 

of 1799, which enjoins collectors of the customs:to: sn mit their 
books, papers, and acconnt to the inspection, of such persons 
hall be appointed for that purpose, — i 2 
e bor ave and objects of The commission will be explained 
by the commission itself, a copy of which, together with infor: 
mation on the other subjects mentioned in the resolution, wil 


+ i id before Congress. 
at the proper time be-laid before VORST? sO YN TYLER. 


+d an the table, and ordered to be printed. 
Taid OEAKER aid before the Hauke a letter from the Se- 
cretary of War, accompanied by a printed copy of the Army 
Register for the year 1842, j ; 
"Fhe following bills from the Senatè (on the Speaker’s table) 
were put on their first and second reading, and referred: 
An act to revive the act entitled “An act to enable claimants 


‘to land within the limits of Misséouri and the Territory of Ar- 
- Kansas te institute proceedings to try the validity of their claims,” 
approved: the 26th of May, 1824; and “An act amending the 
game and extending the rovisions of said acts to claimants. to 
Yahd within: the States of Louisiana. and Mississippi,” were read 
the first and sécòad time, and'committed tothe Committee on 


blic Lands. -- A 

Bae _ PRIVATE BILLS. l 
And then, on motion of Mr: GIDDINGS, the flouse went into 

Committee of the Whole on the siate of the Union, (Mr. CASEY 

of Hiinois in- the chair,) ‘and resumed the consideratioa of the 

‘private calendar. : ? s - 


Phe question pending being dn the motion to strike out: 


the enacting clause of the bill for the relief of Pacificus Ord— 
Mr. COWEN! opposed the motion; and Messrs. PROFFIT, 
ROOSEVELT, BIDLACK, HOPKINS, and SMITH of Virgi- 
nia, made remarks of explanation and inquiry. 
Mr. COWEN called for the reading of the report relative 
to the claim of the predecessor in office of the present claimant: 


read. r; 

"Mr. MORGAN called for the reading of the letter of the So- 
icitor of the-Treasury relative to the former case: read. 

“LA message was received 
States, by the hands of John Tyler, jr. esq. his private secretary, 
stating thatthe President has this day signed the -bill making 
appropriation for the relief; and protection of American seamea 
in foreign couhitries, and the bill making appropriations for pen- 
gions ‘for 1842. ] . 

"The queation was further discussed by Messrs, CLIFFORD 
aad ATHERTON. ae 

‘The motion to strike out the enacting clause was then reject- 
ed, and the bill laid aside to be reported to the House. 

Ihe bill No. 60, for the retiefof Joseph Perkins, James Per- 
kins, and John Perkins, was read, and, without debate, laid 
asile to be reported to the House. 

The vill No. 51, for the relief of Conrad House, was read, 
and also the accompanying report, at the call of Mr. SMITH of 
Virginia. 

Messrs, SMITH of Virginia and ROOSEVELT, made inquiry 
respecting the bill, and Messrs. FILLMORE and TOMLINSON 
aivocated the bill. $ 

The bill was then laid asid aside to be reported to the House. 

"The following bills were severally read, and ‘without debate, 
Jaid aside to be téparted to the House, viz: No. 52, for the re- 
lief of Sylvester Phelps, and the representatives of Charles Lau- 
don, deceased; No. 54, for. tne relief of Obed P. Lacey; No. 55, 
directing bounty land warrants to issue for the services’ of Ge- 
neral Duportail, General Armand, and Major De la‘ Colombe; 
No. 56, for the reliefof Jane Fertinbaugh, (erroneously spelled 
Fertinberg in the bill, and corrected at the suggestion. of Mr. 
SIMONTON) widow of Captain Hawkins Boon; No. 58, for 
tlie relief John Flood, (the report on this was read.at the call of 
Mr. MALLORY;) No. 59, for the relief of Peter Sky, an Onan. 
daga Indian; No. 60, for the relief of Thompson Hutchinson; 
No. 61, for the relief of Join Bngland, (amended on motion of 
Mr. TALIAFERRO, by striking out §40 and inserting $20;) 
No 62, forthe relief of James Deatley; No. 63, for the relief 
of Elizabeth Jones and others; No. 64, lor the relief of Burnett 
Burdsall; No. 68, to authorize the payment of seven years’ 
half pay due on account of the revolutionary services of Fran- 
cis Eppes, deceased; No. 69, authorizing the payment of the 
seven years’ halt pay due onaccount of the Revolutionary ser- 
vices of Captain William Kelly. 

The committee then took up the Senate bill entitled “An act 
to provide for the allowance of invalid pensions to certain Che- 
yokee warriors, under the provisions of the 14th article of the 
treaty of 1835.” 

Mr. REYNOLDS offered the following amendment: 

“Beit enacted, &c. Thatthe officers and soldiers who served 
in the military service of the United States for six months be- 
tween the yeats1783 and 1795, be entitled to a pension under 
such provisions as is contained in the act granting pensions to 
the Revolutionary soldiers, passed 7th June, 1832. 

Mr. MALLORY made the point that this amendment was not 
in order, as going to estàblish a general principle by amend. 
ment to a private bill. 

‘after a remark by Mr. GIDDINGS— 

The CHAIRMAN overruled the point of order, 

Mr. MALLORY appeale.i from the decision of the Chair. 

‘After brief remarks from Messrs. TALIAFERRO and 
BRIGGS, 

Mr. REYNOLDS said that the original bill from the 
Senate, and his amendment, both being read, it remained 
only for him to apply one to the. other, and the committee 
would see at once the decision of the Chair ought to be sus- 
tained. It is impossible, Mr. R. observed, that any substantial 
difference could be marked out by ‘any, the most discrimi- 
nating gentleman. | ‘The billto which the amendment is offered 

rovides for pensions for certain Indian warriors, and the 
amendment provides for pensions for certain white warriors. 
Who can contend that the amendment is not similar in principle 
to the original bill? Both the bill and amendment provide for 
pensioning certain warriors, and because one set of warriors is 
red, and the other white, is this, in principle, any incongruity? 
"The most technical special pleader in a county court, could 
not discover any difference in the above cases. 


It seemed to him, Mr. R. said, that this committee would not 
be disposed to reject thisamendment providing for white war- 
yiorsand Revolutionary soldiers, as he contended they were in 
the Revolution, and to sustain the bill providing for Indians. 
Who can compare the services of the Indian warriors to the 
noble deeds performed by those brave white men who fought 
for this country between 1763 and 1795! There are no men on 
earth whose services were more severe and hazardous than the 
above; and at the same time whose services were more honora- 
ble and beneficial co the country, and who at the same time have 
been so poor} rewarded forthesame. The true history of the 
hardships an privations suffered by those brave men, and the 
perilous enterprises and noble deeds performed by them, is not 
wellknown. During the above period, between 1783 and 
1795, more innocent blood was shed, than in the whole Revolu- 
tion besides. More lives were lost in the disastrous battle of 
General St. Clair with the Indians, than the Americans lost in 
any other one battle ever fought on the American continent, 


If the claims of these patriots are not soo acted on by 
Congress, these men will cease to exist on this earth. They 
and their troubles will soon rest in peace in the grave. The 
soldiers who bore armsin the period between 1783 and 1795 
must average 75 years of age or more. Three-fourths of these 
brave men must be dead, so that but.a few remain to receive 
the tounty of their Government, No one, at this late day, can 
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know and appreciate the Bardships and sufferings of the pes: 
pleia the West during this period. These worthy men, for 
whom T have introduced the amendment to grant them pen- 
sions, braved every. opposition, and retamed thè country in 
-defiance of all savage hostility. During the greater part of this 
disastrous period, the General Government afforded them trio 
assistance, but permitted these brave ‘soldiers to work out their- 
éwn temporal salvation, or perishin the attempt.. 


Mr. R. said he merely mentioned this service and the devo- 
tion of these men to their country, to prove to the committee 
that they have a meritorious claim on the country: and shall 
the merecad-web rules of this House be interposed to prevent 
their claims from coming before Congress? The rules of this 
House were established in such manner that the ordinary pub- 
lic business cannot be carried on. “There are so many artificial 
cob-webs; and so much technical nonsense in’ these rules, that 
the aa ite mode of doing business could not be pur- 
sued. 

Mr. R. said that he had had. petitions for months in his 
drawer without having the power, but barèly once or twice dur- 
ing this whole session of Congress, to present them to the 
House. All other members are in the same situation, This 
calamity .wasequa!ly visited on all, he presumed. These-rules 
may preventaoy member in this House for months, and per- 
haps for the whole session, from bringing before Congress sub- 
jects of the greatest importance to their constituents. This 
very subject may again never see the light of day. Theserules 
may be so interposed that it may sleep forever without being 
brought before Congress. 

These rules seemed to him to be of such baneful influence, 
that the standing and efficiency of this House to do business 
were injured, and the character of the House itself was, by 
them, let down in the estimation ofthe people.. He would ap- 
peal to any gentleman ifsuch rules ought, in justice. to be sus- 
tained, to the.injury and complete overthrow of public busi- 
ness. i 

But, Mr. R. observed, in the case before the commit‘es, there 
was no necessity of a liberal construction to be given to the 
rules. The most technical construction could not be given to 
overthrow the judgment of the Chaira: The common sense of 
every individual will at once force him to the conclusion that 
there is nu difference in principle between granting a pension 
to white or red warriors. He hoped the opinion of the Chair 
would be sustained, and finally pensions be granted to the offi- 
cers and soldiers as provided in his amendment. 4 

Pending the question on the appeal— 

On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, the committee rose, and the 
chairman reported the action of the committee on the above 
several bills. : 

Mr. BRIGGS hoped the question would be taken on the en- 
grossment of the bills to which no amendment was made in 
committee. 

The following bills were then ordered to be engrossed: No. 
41, for the relief of Francis G. McCauly; No. 45, for the relief of 


of Chauncy Calhoun; No. 51, for the relief of Conrad House; 
No. 52, for the relief of Sylvester Phelps and the representatives 
of Charles Laudon, deceased; No. 54, for the relief of Obed P. 
Lacy; No. 55, directing bounty land warrants to issue for the 
services of General Duportail, General Armand, and Major De 
la Colombe; No. 56, for the relief of Jane Fertenbaugh, widow 
of Captain Hawkins Boon; No. 59, foc the relief of John Flood; 
No. 59, for the relief of Peter Sky, an Onondaga Indian; No. 
62, for the relief of James Deatly; No. 63, for the relief of 
Elizabeth Jones and others; No. 64, for the relief of Burnett 
Burdsall; No. 69, authorizing the payment of the seven years’ 
half pay due on account of the services of Captain William 
Kelly. 

The amendment of the Committee of the Whole to the bill 
No. 61, for the relief of John England, was then agreed to, and 
the bill ordered to be engrossed. 

The bill No. 40, for the relicf of Lieutenant John L, Kline, was 
taken np, and— 

Mr. T. J. CAMPBELL renewed his amendment offered in 
committee, which is in the following words: 

‘Andalso the further sum of sixty dollars, in remuneration 
of the expenses incurred by said John L. Kline, in attending to 
said suit at three terms of the circuitcourt aforesaid, from the 
county of Granger, Tennessee, a distance of one hundred 
miles.” 

Mr. CAMPBELL advocated, and Mr. SMITH of Virginia op- 

osed the amendment. 

The yeas and nays were called, and refused by the House, on 
the amendment. 

And the question being taken, 
noes 50. L 

No quorum voting. : 

Mr. LEWIS moved that the House adjourn. 

‘Which motion was decided in the negative—yeas 59, nays 62. 
No quorum. 

Mr. LINN BOYD moved a call of the ITouse. 

This motion was. decided in the negative: k 

Mr. J. C. CLARK moved that the House adjourn, 

Which motion prevailing, the House adjourned. 


the vote was—ayes 63, 


In the report of Friday’s proceedings in the House the name 
of Mr. Gorpom was accidentally inserted as making a report 
from the Committee on Enrolled Hills, instead of Mr. Goope of 
Ohio. 


IN SENATE. | 
Moxpay, February 14, 1842. 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate resolutions adopted 
py the Legislative Council of Iowa Territory, asking the 
survey and purchase of a tract ofcountry owned by the Sac and 
Fox Indians; also, from the same source, asking a donation of 
land for school purposes. 

Mesers. SMITH, of Indiana, WRIGHT, KING, CLAY, 
and WOODBRIDGE presented memorials remonstrating 
against any action on the Bankrupt law, which were referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. MANGUM presented the petition of Thomas L. Rags- 
dale, praying for renunciation for extra services rendered by him 
asa clerk in the Navy Department; which was referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. , 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a memorial, praying amend- 
ments to the Bankrupt law: referred to the Judiciary Com- 
mittee. 

Mr. FULTON presented the petition of Wm. E. Woodruff, 
praying compensation fr his services as a pension agent: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions, 3 


the Springfield Manufacturing Company; No, 47, for the relief - 


Mr, STURGEON presented a memorial from certain manu- 
facturorsof iron in Pennsylvania, representing that they cannet 
sustain themselves against foreign competition if the duty on 
that article be reduced to less than that of 1839, and praying that 
inthe adjustment of the tariff that rate of duty may be fixed:re- 
ferred the Committee on Manufactures, 

Mr. EVANS presented the petition of. John Hibbert, praying 
for a pension: referred-to the Committee on Pensions. Š 

Mr. WOODBURY presented the petition of Joseph Bartlett, 
Alpheus Deming, and Luther Willard, soldiers of the Revolu- 

‘tion, for pensions: referred to the Committee’on Pensions. 

Also, presented the petition of Mercy Bemis, widow of Buck- 
minster White, praying for a pension: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Pensions. `- > p - as 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from Huntington, 
Pa. from certain manufacturers of iron, praying that Congress, 
in adjusting the tariff, will fix the duties on that article as high 
as was levied in 1839, and representing that the iron works m 
Pennsvivania carinot get along at a fess rate of duty: referred 
to the Committee on Manufactures. ` 

Also, presented a memorial from citizens of Pittsburgh, Pa. 
representing that the country had endured many evils from the 
operations of the compromise act, and praying that, in the ad- 
justment of the tariff, Congress will, in its discretion, establish 
sucha rate of duties as will give protection to domestic indus- 
try: referred to the Committee on Manufactures. - 

Also, presented a memorial from professional men. ofthe 
Western Judicial District of Pennsylvania, praying the passage 
of a law such ag would allot the services of Judge Baldwin. at 
least once a year to the district court held at Williamsburg, ‘in 
that State: referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also presented a memorial from David Wilkins, introduc- 
tory to a system of finance, which question he goes fully into 
the discussion of, and proposes a plan for the adoption of Con- 
gress: referred to the Select Committee on the subjeet of the 
Fiscality. ` 

Mr. BENTON presented the memorial of mercantile firms 
in the city of New York, proposing certam amendments to the 
Bankrupt law, among which is one making the act applicable 
to banking and trading corporations, : 

Mr. BENTON. gave notice that he would, at one o’clock, 
move the Senate to take up the bill postponing the operations 
ofthe Bankrupt law. £ 

Mr. WOODBURY proposed a resolution, which was adopt- 
ed, instructing the Committee on Pensions to inquire into the 
expediency of granting a pension to Anna Watson. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Claims, made an ad- 
verse report on the claim of John Burke, for indemnity for pro- 
perty destroyed in the last war. Also made an adverse report 
on the claim of Henry Waher, for indemnity for property de- 
stroyed during the last war; which reports were ordered to lie 
on the table and be printed. ` 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Commerce, to which 
had been referred the petition of the pilots of the port of New 
York, praying the repeal or modification of the law concerning 
pilots, passed by Congress in 1837, reported a bill to repeal the 
law ofthe 2d of March, 1837, upon that subject. 

Mr. W. said, as the bill was accompanied by no written re- 
port, he desired, under the indulgence of the Senate, as it was 
not perhapsstrictly in order, to make a few remarks, The sub- 
ject was one of deep interest, in certain localities at least, and 
especially at the port of New York. The bill was reported, 
not by the unanimous voice of the committee, but by the cone 
sent of a bate majoiity, and that majority was pledged to no 
particular action or vote upon the bili itself.. It might not be 
considered the best course to pass this bill, but his object, was 
that Senators should examine the question, when he thought all 
would agree that something should be done. ; 

That this examination might be directed to what he believed 
to be the true points to be examined for practical action, he 
asked leave tosay that it would be found thatthe very first ses- 
sion of the very first Congress which was convened under the 
Constitution, assuming authority over the subject, devolved the 
whole regulation of the pilotage of the ports of the country 
upon the respective States in which the ports are situate, “un- 
til further legislative provision shall be made by Congress.” 
_He referred to the act of the 7th August, 1789, “for the esta: 

blishment and support. of light-houses, beacons, buoys, and 
public piers,” The fourth section of that act is in the follow- 
ing words: 

Wie 4, And be it further enacted, Thatall pilots in the 
bays, inlets, rivers, harbors, and ports of the United States, 
shall continue to be regulated in conformity with the existing 
laws of the States respectively, wherein such pilots may be, or 
withsuch laws as the States may respectively, hereafter, en- 
act for the purpose, until further legislative provision shall 
be made by Congress.” 

From the passage of that law up to the year 1837, Congress 
never attempted to exercise the power of regulating pilotage 
at any port in the country, and the subjectwas made one of 
established State legislation. In the State of New York, that 
had been emphatically so. 

A grave question had existed in the minds of some, and he 
was one among the number, as to which of the Governments— 
the State or the National—posseased the constitutional right to 
exercise this power. He inclined to consider ita branch of the 
municipal regulations belonging to the States, like the quar- 
antine laws, port wardens, wharfage, and the like, and nota re- 
gulation of commerce, exclusively conferred upon Congress, 
Yet he did not desire to agitate this question upon the present 
occasion. In reference to this immediate question, it was im» 
material to him which Government exercised the power, if one 
Government exercised it exclusively, so as to make the regula- 
tions applicableto the same port, equal as to all the pilots of 
that port. 


Such was the fact now. The act of Congress of 1837was par- 
tial, and wholly defeciive, It could apply to, at most, but two 
ports in the country, and it was doubtful whether, upon fuli in- 
vestigation, it would prove to be applicable to more than a sin- 
gle one—the port of New York; and as to that port, it makes no 
other regulation thanto let in pilots frora another State, without 
any responsibility or accountability any where, while the New 
York pilots are held bound by all the responsibilities, all the 
penalties, and all the assessments imposed by the State law. 
This is unequal and unjust. If the State law isto prevail, it 
should prevail as to all. Tf the law of Congress be the law, it 
alone should be enforced. Every pilot ofthe same port, no mat- 
ter from what authority he may derive his license and character 
asa pilot, should enjoy the game privileges, and be subject to 
the same responsibilities and burdens. This, he trusted, all 
would assent to; and heentreated the members of the Senate 


ve 


to examine this question, so that when this bill shall. come up- 
for action, something way be done, which shall prodace uni- 
formity of legal regulations, atleast, at the same port. 

Important questions grow out of this subject. Does Con- 
gress constitutionally possess this power to regulate the pilot- 
age of the ports of the country? If so, has the resumption of 
the power, by the passage of the law of 1837, suspended the 

ower of the States to legislate in this matter? Is the existing 
legislation of the States yet in force, or has the law of 1837 sus- 
pended it, where that Iaw applies? These are questions of an 
Impoitant character; and it is the simplest justice, not to the 
pilots of the port of New York.alone, but to the city of New 

“York, and to the State of New York, that these questions should 
þe settled—that Congress should act fully or not act at all in this 
matter. : 

When this-bill should come up, while he did not desire that 
much time should. be consumed upon it, be must hope that the 
members of the body would consent so far to examine these 
questions as to be prepared to correct the manifest injustice 
which. the present state of the laws, State end national, did 
work, and ‘could not fail to work, against the regular pilots of 
the port of New York. 

The bill was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

‘Mr. PHELPS, from: the Committee on Claims, moved that 
said committee be cischarged from the further consideration of 
the petition of Samuel Milroy praying the allowance of certain 
commissions as a receiver. The committee, he said, were of 
the opinion that the claim conld be settled at the Treasury De- 
partment, withoutaction onthe part. of Congress. -Fhe com- 
mittee was discharged. 

Mr. PHELPS, also,{from the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims, made ‘adverse reports in the following cases: On the 
the petition of Leonard Bleecker, an officer of the Revolution, 
for pension; on the petition of Prudence’ Barton, claiming a 
sum of money due her late husband; on the petition of Esther 
Lefforts, the widow of William Thorne, deceased, a paymaster 
jn the Revolutionary army, praying for a balance: due her. late 
husband; and on the petition of Nancy Mountz; which adverse 
réports were severally ordered to lie on tbe table and be 
‘printed. 

P Mr. HUNTINGTON, from the Committee on Commerce, 
made an adverse report on the memorial of N. and L. Dana and 
Company, praying the refunding to them of certain tonnage 
- duties, which wasordered to Jie on the table and be printed. 

Mr, SMITH, from the Committe on Public. Lands, to which 
had been referred the bill to establish an additional land district 
in the State of Alabama, which had been returned from the 
House of Representatives, with certain amendments, reported 
the same back, with a recommendation that the Senate concur 
“with the amendments of the House, with another amendment. 
The amendments of the House were concurred in, and the bill 
was returned to that body 

On motion of Mr, PIERCE, the resolution introduced by him 
afew weeksago, and subsequently modified, was: taken up for 
consideration. he resolution was read as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 

» communicate to the Senate a copy of any commission or other 
authority issued for the purpose of investigating the affairs of 
the New York custom house, and the law under which the 
same issued. Also, copies of all letters or other documentsac- 
companying the said commissions; that he furnish the names 
of the commissioners, the Limes when they respectively entered 
‘upon their duties, and where said duties were performed, and 
how long they continued, or are expected to continue; and also 
‘state the fact whether the commissioners first appointed made 
a report, either verbally or ia writing, and also why it has not 
been made, and the reasons set fort by said commissioners, or 
any and which of them, for the appointment of a new commis- 
sion; that he also report in Getaii the expenses (with copies of 

“the vouchers) that have, directly. or indirectly, arisen in the 
‘execution of said commission, the names of all parties employ- 
ed, and how employed, and the allowahce mae to each, in- 
‘cluding all items of incidental expenses, and from what fund 
such expenses were paid. Also, the number and names of wit- 
nesses examined by the commissioners, whether the commission 
still continues, and which ofthe commissioners are stil) acting» 
thereunder, and who are now enxployedby them. And also te 
report copies of all letters or commanisations made to or from 
the Treasury Department, or on file thére, in regard to or in 
any manner atfécting the course of proceeding by said confmis- 
sioners, or the acts alleged to have been done by them or ány of 
the persons in their employ. 3 f 

Mr. PIERCE remarked that the resolution was opé merely 
of inquiry-—that it was to obtain information, not fgr himself, 
putfor the whole country, upon a subjectof which as right 
and proper something should be known after the hgavy charges 
of corruption made by the Whig party. (Mr. Pgspoke briefly 
in support of the call, in doing which, he advertefl to the general 
charges of that party before the late Pyesidential election, 
They, during the campaign, and for years prgvious, promised 
that, so soon as they obtained power, devepments of fraud,. 
extravagance, and corruption, under the late Democratic Admi- 
nistrations, would be made that would astound the country. 
Ile contrasied these promises with their inattention to the sub- 
ject since they obtained the power so much desired; and their 
failure to specify. where the corruption, &c. existed, and in 
what pariculars. He adverted to their charges of cor- 
ruption against the New York custom-house, and their pro- 
mises particularly with reference to it, and contrasted them 
with the effort made by that party now te suppress the call for 
information as to what progress the commission have made, 
which was instituted to develope those alleged abuses: Mr. 
P. made some remarks on the abuse of power by the institu- 
tion of that commission., ‘Though he was ready to go 
to the fullest extent to ferret out corruption or extravagance 
wherever it michtexist, yet he could not justify the exercise 
ofa power, by the Executive, to institute a commission, and 
to pay enormous salaries, withont the authority of Jaw. 
He made an appeal to the Whig party to permitthe reso. 
lution to pass, ifthey dida xt wish to suppress the information 
desired. s 

Mr. CLAY asked to have the resolution read. 

Te was read by the Secret {the Senate. 

Mr. CLAY was very glad to hear the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire coucur in the the wish he had expressed the other day, 
that all the mal practices of the New York custom-house may 
be bronght to light. He thought thé language of the resolution, 
however, was calculated to throw some doubt upon the pro- 
priety of the commission. He owned that ifhe had been aware 
the power was claimed under the general injunction in the Con- 
stitution, that the Executive shall cause the laws to be executed, 


he would have considered it a great abuse to issue a commission 
and appoint officers under that clause, without the authority. of 
Congress; But the practice of investigating abuses, or supposed 
mial-practices, in this way, had grown into use long since in the 
Executive Department, and no doubt in this instance mere pre- 
cedent had been followed. He, however, considered the clause 
in the Constitution restricted the Executive to the charge of see- 
ing that the laws are faithfully executed by. the officers of the 
Government constitutionally appointed, and did not reach to the 
issuing of commissions, appointment of officers, and fixing their 
salaries, by the Executive, withoutthe authority. of Congress. If 
this practice should be-persisted in, hosts of officers might be 
appointed for any other purpose, and the powers of Congress 
thereby be in a great degree superseded by the act of the Exe- 
cutive. They had too much of this kind of construction of the 
Constituiton; and, among other instances, he had learned last 
night in a conversation with a friend that the late Secretary of 
War had sent young mento Fra»ce to learn to ride on horse- 
back. As to the charges against the late Administration, allu- 
ded to by the Senator from New Hampshire, he would advise 
him and his party not to halloo until they were out of the woods. 
What had been the condition of the Whigst They had a Chief 
Magistraie in power who retained in office almost all of 
the friends of the Senator, and the public transactions were 
covered with a veil which, tothe Whigs, was impenetrable. 

The Senator, knowing their condition, had asked them to point 
to the abuses which they had promised to expose; buthe would 
say to the gentleman, that, in due time, and soon, he would 
see some of these abuses which for the last twelve years, had 
been gradually growing up, in the New York custom-house 
especially. Hehad seen one of. the commissioners, and had 
been told by him that although two hundred and fifty pages 
had been written, theirreport was not yet completed, but that 
it would be, in the course of a few days, and then sent-to Con- 
gress, But why this impatience to call for the report at this 

fime? Yad gentleman lost all confidence inthe President and 

histwo vetoes? If they had, he hoped that they. would here- 

after refrain from expressing their sentiments of gratitude and 

adoration to the Executive for his services to the country in 

resisting two of the measures of the extra session. Gentlemen 

would have the report in a few days, and then they would hear 

of more abuses than they had stomachs to bear. 

Mr. PIERCE replied that if there were abuses such as the 
Senator conceived, he wasnot the man to resist their exposure 
no matter by whom or by what party committed. 

Mr. CLAY said neither was he. 

Mr. PIERCE observed that his resolution simply called for 
facts and documents, Why, if there is no indisposition to face 
the truth. is this call resisted? As the Senator from Kentucky 
had alluded to the commendations of the President by the De- 
mocratic party, he wopid inform him that they had felt forthe 
President the most profound respect for the vetoes; still it was 
absurd, on account of that, to expect he could be considered the 
President of the Democratic party; end he would say tothe 
Senator that no appeal of this kind would have any effect upon 
him (Mr. Prarcs.) Debates had been going on here, from day 
to day, in which gentlemen had attempted to shift responsibi- 
lity from themselves; and now when they had power to expose 
the abuses, they stood pledged tofthe country to expose, when the 
means of exposure was in their own hands, when commissions 
had been sent to New York to ferret out corruption, and when 
ten months had beer occupied in the investigation, was it not 
time for those who rested under these charges to call for the 
proofs? Fhe Senator remarked that they would hear of more 
abuses than they had stomachs to bear. Now, if the report be 
made, and if it should show that his fiiends were involved in 
these mal practices, be would condemn them; but. without 
taunts on the past or comments on the present, he desired to 
get at the facts; and if the resolution was excentionable in its 
phraseology or substance, he. was willing to modify it. 

Mr. MANGUM said that he had had a resolution in his 
drawer for the last Len or twelve days, the object of which was 


Ab elicit the information called for hy the resolution of theSe- | 


/ nator from New Hampshire, but when the report of the com- 
missioners shal! have been laid before them, he would present 
it, as it would then be necessary to make other investigations, 
to ascertain not only what was wrong during the last Adminis- 
tration, but whether the state of things had been made any. bet- 
ter since; and be hoped that they would look to frauds notonly 
under the last, bug under the present Administration. He con- 
ceived that they were unable, at this time, to determine all the 
points on which they desired to elicit the whole truth; be there- 
fore moved that the resolution, for the present, be laid upon the 
table, 

Mr. BUCHANAN had but two or three words fo say on this 
matter. He concurred with the Senator from Kentucky. that 
the injunction of the Constitution did not authorize the Exe- 
cutive to issue commissions, appoint. officers, and fix salaries, 
without the anthority of Congress. for he considered such a 
power would be an entire change of Government. 

As to thesending of young men to France to learn to ride on 
horseback, the Senator had a happy knack of ridienle; and the 
whole amount of the matter was, that the Secretary of War 
had sent some young offic rs to France for the purpose of learn- 
ing military discipline in an arm of ser:ice in which the army 
of the United Sates had not much experience. He would not 
say whether this2xercise of authority was right or wrong; but 
if these officers reccived only their lawful pay. and went abroad 
to get information, it might be justified. If, however, they 
were sent merely to learn to ride, they had better been sent to 
the Camanches, whowere better horsemen than the Freach. 
The Senator told them not to “halloo until they got out of the 
woods;” but were they never to get out? They had heen hallooing 
for along time, and had beer calling for specifications of alleged 


abuses; the been calling “spirits from vasty deep” for 
nearly a year, but none had made their appearance. They had 
no speci ons, and they could not lay their hands upon them. 


He hoped Senators would hasten their examination, and he 
would go along with them, _ It was very probable, nay, certain, 
that some abuses had existed in the New York custom-house, 

for the vigilance of the lare Administration could not prevent 
officers confided in from being acted upon by the corrupting 
influences of every petty as well.as every powerful influence 
aurronnding them; all it could do was to watch and seek for 
proof and then act upon it by removing delinquents, But she 
rges from the other side hadbeen promulgate? against the 
stration itself. Tt was satisfactory to the friends of that 
Administration to have it now demonstrated that they had been 
calling for a year, and no.proofs had been sent to them. When 
he saw the name of Samuel Swartwont, as a candidate for the 


Vice Presidency, (on the same Presidential ticket with a dis. | 


into office, and was not.'the. custom-honse.. now 
the control of the Senator’s friends,’ both. hig 
low 7. Whence, then, was the necessity for'a commission t. 
Was. not the custom-house filled ‘by Democrati¢, Whigs, 
whose duty-it-was to detect iraude committed: by their prede- 
cessors? -Ife did not kaow in what position the “Waigs:-steod; 
but did they novsupport the President, with the exception of his 
two vetoes, and had not President Tyler approved ‘all: their 
other acts}. Te was, then, a Whig Presiéent, with, the-excep- 
tion of a Bank of the United States, and,.according: to’ the: ad- 
mission of the Senator from North Carolina (Mr. : MAN: 
cum] the head of the Treasury Department wasabove all- sus- 
icon. t ES 
Mr. MANGUM. As far as I know, tg Ady aa ae 
Mr BUCHANAN said that the office of First Comptroller was 
given tothat gentleman by Genera! Harrison, (whose decrease 
no man sincerely lamented more than he did,) and why bad not 
that gentleman been appealed to, to ferret out some. of these 
abuses? But let Senators inquire of the head of the Treasury 
Department, and ascertain the extent of the abuses, and, when 
they did z0, if they did not find him as ready.ag any Sevator.to 
correct them, he was mistaken in his own opinion. Let. them 
have the facts, and then it would be time enough ‘to criminate 
and recrimmate; and he presumed that all abuses had ceased 
since Mr. Curtis went into office, but still they ought to lookand 
see how he had proceeded. $ D ARRE 
Mr. CLAY was very sorry that the Senator from Pennsylva- 
nia, seated as he was, near him and: his (Mr. CLAY’ 8) friends, 
had not, imbibed some of the principles. which-actuated ‘the ~ 
Whigs upon his side of the.chamber, and he had hoped that:a 
little of those priciples would have reached the Senators heures 
but the Senator wonld still attach himself to the other sidé,not- 
withstanding all his (Mr. Cuay’s) kind atteritions. “Théy: had, 
however, gained something, and he gave the gentleman credit 
for his candor in assenting to his (Mr. Cuay’s) principles with 
regard to the appointment of the commission, The Senator 
was, so far as that was concerned, a good Whig, and he congria- 
tulated him on the conversion, and hoped that he would be: re- 
stored to religion and to patriotism once more. Butthe Senator 
seemed to have got too much in his head about Presidential 
candidates; and, according to his (Mr. Cray’s) recollection, this 
Sam Swartwout never was a candidate for the Vice Presiden- 


OM t BUCHANAN. You don’t read the newspapers. 

Mr. CLAY said that he read too many of them, and that his 
friend from Pennsylvania had been reviewing this subject with 
too much scrutiny and nicety. But where was the sleepless.eye 
of eternal vigilance that watched Over the Treasury Depart- 
ment. when Sam Swartwout was nominated for the ‘Vice Presi- 
dency, and previous to which frauds had been committed at 
the Gator house? He would, however, take the occasion to 
say that he believed that Mr. Van Buren was originally opposed. 
to the appointment of Mr. Swartwout, and he had understood 
that the Senator from Pennsylvania was also opposed to the 
appointment; still the selection was made by the man of. the 
iron will. It was impossible for gentlemen to escape from re- 
sponsibility. Jesse Hoyt was appsinted by Mr. Van: Buren, 
but the appointment was made against the consent of the Sena- 
tor from New York. With regardtto the increaseof the cost of 
collection at New York, the per cent. was 1.43 under the .col- 
lectorship of Jonathan Thompson, but under that of Swartwout 
it was 2.67. Ifthe Senator would not be responsible for this, 
wonld he answer for Jesse Hoyt? ae A 

Mr. BUCHANAN. No, sir. or sae ee d 

Mr. CLAY. What in the Devil are you responsible for? He 
was a thorough-going Loco Foco; he never hadany Whig sym- 
pathy, and yet the Senator had no sympathy for Hoyt. Does 
the Senator charge the Whigs with responsibility? í 

Mr. BUCHANAN. 1 don’t know. Perera 

Me CLAY said that he would be-extremely happy ;to ‘know, 
and that bad as Sam was, the cost of collection had nearly 
doubled under the administration of Jesse Hoyt, end had in- 
creased to5 17. Under Mr. Jonathan Thompson, with a reve- 
nue of fifteen millions, the toial number of persons employed 
was 163, but after the first year of Sam Swartwout, the number 
was increased to 199, and it then ranged from year to year as 
follows: 215, 243, 269, 328, 331, 407. Jesse came In with 407 
persons, and the number went up to 487, and afterwards came 
down to 481, then increased to 470; amounting in all to seventy 
more than the number employed by the candidate for the Vice 
Presidency. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said that the Senator from Kentucky had 
commenced his remarks by saying that he was very sorry that 
his (Mr. Bucwanan’s) vicinity to him and his friends had not 
produced greater effects upon him. Perhaps the effect indica 
ted might have been produced ifhe had not been so near to the 
Senator; and he won!A have stood a better chance of converting 
him, if they had been at a greater distance. He was on the 
anxions seat, however, and the Senator from Kentucky had 
brought him to it; and just at the moment when he was under- 
going conversion, his preacher and confessor began to swear, 
and exctaim, “What in the Devil are you, responsible for? 
The Senator wil! not be able to shift from hireselfand his 
party the responsibility of proving to the country the corrup: 
tions which they accused the late Administration. of, by aou- 
ing attention to Jesse Hoyt or any other custom-house $ icer. 
The charges made in the face of the country by the Whig par 
ty, and which they pledged themselves to prove ayoni ae oe 
dow of doubt the moment they got into pawei, wer A 7, ob 
enormous corruption and abuses; and when ihe P Mite se 
into power, one of its first acts was to appoint six suas of the 
commissioners to ferret out the abuses and EEN ena ats 
New York custom-honse, with whieh ET RRNA hee 
the country. Yet now, after ten mol aes 
the inquiry has penetrated every thing—-wher the friends of the 
late Administrati 


ion call for the proof—when they demand the 
exposure of the alleged corruptions 


and abuses, instead of be- 

ing fairly met with the facts a evidence. ani e egnens 
sejted by the investigation; they are toit of dorae s 

elicited Dy he arewouvs appointment by Gen. Jackson! Dia 
nat every ‘one know all about that before the late Presidential 
election? -Every one knew that Swartwout served out his se- 
cond term: of office, andgwes refused to be reappointed by Mr. 
Van Buten.. Every one knew his defaleationa were not found 


outrtill many months after the refusal of his re-appointment, 


honest man. All, however, are liable to be mistaken in regard .. 
ta public men; and, once finding out our error, all that could ` 
‘be done was to remoye the obnoxious officer. He, Mr. B. -had 
not been convicted of inconsistency in-regard to the. authority 
by which the commission was appointéd, or. any commission. 
He-believed the authority was, not-vested‘in the President, and” 
that it must-come from Congress. His opinion was now, upon 
this subject, what it always had been, and no inconsistency had 
“been porated out. Caen Lak ae Te 3 : 
Mr- CLAY obgerved that in regard to the officers in. the Go: 
‘verriment, he would say that they:had not been long-enough in 
office to correct. all’ the abuses of the Government which had 
existed for so many years. ‘They had not been leng enough in 
office toferret them-out. It was known to the whole country 
‘that the relations of the Whig party hadnot been of that confi- 
dential character necessary. to success. It was known too, that 
the heads ‘of the present Departments had notbeen there for 
more than five months—that changes had been made growing 
out of a difference of opinion among friends. But he would 
say that the annals ofno country had exhibited sucha state of 
things—such a deter mined adherence to principle as had been 
manifested by the Whigs since November last. Had it been 
otherwise, they would not have refused terms with the Execu- 
tive... They scorned to abandon their principles, and would re- 
ceive patronage for themselves and their friends upon no such 
terms. And yet gentlemen here who visited the Executive 
mansion in. crowds, and were praising him every day, were 
calling upon us before there was time to make refarms, to cor- 
rect abuses which had existed for years. This puffing and 
praising ofthe President, from whom the Whigs in Congress were 
- Moat unfortunately alienated, was for other purpose than to 
mislead the President. He would not impeach the motives of 
gentlemen who made these advances. He would not say 
say what the motives were. He would state what was 
his conviction, and that was, that the gentlemen had no 
design of supporting the Executive in any of his public mea. 


ures, 

Mr. BUCHANAN was not disposed to have the last word in 
the discussion, and would not insist upon it. However, he 
had a few words to say, and would say them seriously. Inre- 
gard to the Administration, he had. done no more than to de. 
fend the head of it forhis two vetoes.’ He believed the Presi- 
dent to be a very amiable and.honest man, but nothing had 
been said. in his defence by his Democratic opponents, ex- 
cept upon these two questions. Upon all other questions 
there had been a concurrence’of opinion between the President 
andthe Whigs in Congress, He regretted that there was not 
more unity of opinion between them, and that there seemed 
no party in the Senate to defend the President, 

r. CLAY said he regretted. also, and most deeply, the state 
of relations which unhappily existed between the Executive 
and the Legislative branches of the Government. He could 
appeal to the Senator and the Senator’s friends, that he had 
endeavored to avoid it. They found, as an inheritance, . an 
empty Treasury, a bankrupt Government, embarrassment 
everywhere. They were compelled tosupply these deficien- 
cies, and how had they been aided in this state of embarrass- 
ment, by: the gentleman interested as much as themselves in 
the preservation of the honor of the country? Gentlemen had 
opposed them in all their. efforts to relieve the Governmen in 
most of the|measures of the extra srssion. He thought, in 
this opposition, gentlemen had not dealt with their opponents 
asthey had been dealt by, when they were in power, and 
had aright to prescribe their own forms of measures. 

The gentlemen with whom he acted here were disposed and 
would support the Administration whenever they could; and 
in regard to the present state of things, hehoped thatit would 
result in good, particularly as the spirit of patriotism seemed 
to be invoked by men of all parties. 

Mr, BUCHANAN said that, ona future occasion, he would 
review the conduct of the two parties since the commencement 
of the present Administration, and would show, as he thought 
he could, that five millions of the expenses of the Government 
was brought about by the Whig party in consequence of their 
extravagance atthe extra session. 

Mr. CLAY. Very well, sir. ‘Come on Macduff." 

Mr, CALHOUN rose and observed, that he would not have 
said a word had not allusion been made to him by the Senator 
from Pennsylvania, implying that he had a very low estimate 
of his plan of economy and retrenchment by the Executive de- 
partment. 

Mr. BUCHANAN interposed, 'fhere was nothing in the 
world further from his intention than to reflect upon the Sena- 
tor from South Carolina. He had said so in public and pri- 
vate, and upon all occasions. All he meant to say was, that 
reform could never be accomplished by general discussion. 
Detail was necessary, 

Mr. CALHOUN had not so understood the Senator from 
Pennsyivania. Ic was inferred that he had by genera} discus. 
sion sustained the. reform proposed, when he had gane on, and. 
at great personal labor, to procure and exhibit details for the 
accomplishment of reform. He was for specific reform, and 
the only way to accomplish it was to begin by correcting erro- 
neous opinions in regard to the protective system and the tax- 
ing power, and then for the Executive to go to work in detail 
to bring down expenditures. Until this was done, Congress 
robbed the people in levyingtaxes. It was plunderand nothing 
more, and reform and -retrenchment could be accomplished 
in no other way than by correcting the erroneous doctrines 
which had grown up here in regard to tax, 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he found himeelf between two fires— 
the Senator from Kentucky on the right, and the Senator from 
South Carolina on the left. He had not said that the Senator 
irom South Carolina had made a speech upon mere generali- 
ties. He only said that ihe remarks of the Senator did not 
apply the remedies. They pointed out the remedy only. 

Mr. WOODBURY said he rose to correct some errors of fact 
into which the Senator from Kentucky had fallen from inad- 
vertence, without doubt. y 

In stating the reasons which had induced some gentlemen on 
this side of the House to vote against the tariff bill at the late 
extra session—that Senator had imputed opposition to all of 
us, when only a few resisted it; and he had imputed reasons for 
their conduct, not very charitable, and, from misapprehension, 
not very near whatin fact governed them. We must be al- 
lowed to know our own reasons little better than others do or 
can, We explained them then, and he, for one, would beg 
Jeave to repeat them now, as the explanations appear to have 
been unnoticed or forgotten... It is-admitted that the tariff bill | 
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a i raised about three millions more money by: indirect taxes. on 
General Jackson appointed him- becapse he thought him an 


the péople than would ‘have been necessary, ifthe proceeds of 
‘the lands were not given away. Given away, you- may say 
yightfully, and we wrongfully—thatI shall not now discuss; but 
all must’ agree that if not given away,- the taxes by that bill 
might have been three millions less. Hence we contended, that 
the lands ought to be retained. and the duties in- the bill re- 
duced three millions. . ~ : k 

- Yes, sir, reduced on salt, molasses, sugar, or some othe: great 
necessary of life. And because you refused to do this, we re- 
fused to vote for the bill. Was that unpatriotic? “Was. it. un- 


wise? Was not the Senate told again and again, thatif you re- ` 


tained the revenue from the public lands, all the increase of the 
tariff required to meet any punlic debt and any expenses suita- 
ble to an economical administration of the Government would 
becheerfully voted? - That course, sir, strikes me quite as com- 

-mendably, and as little deserving reproach now, as the one 
pursued on the other side, of first throwing away a permanent 
revenue from lands, and then asking us to assent to tax the peo- 
ple three or four-millions more in consequence of such impro- 
viċence, not'to,say waste and recklessness. 

So as to the loan bill for twelve millions, which we are now 
taunted with having opposed from motives little short of fac- 
tious. Why, sir, half at least of that loan—whether to be ef. 
fected by scrip or Treasury notes—was rendered necessary for 
the year 1641, only in consequence of the extra session itself, 
and its five to six millions of additional appropriations, and the 
extravagant policy which had been pursued since March of 
pushing expenditures to the greatest extent, and in every pos- 
sible direction. 

Some of us, to be sure, preferred Treasury notes toa perma 
nent debt, if any thing more was to be borrowed; and facts since 
have vindicated the correctness of our opinions and wishes in 
that respect. The Administration has since beer obliged to 
abandon the permanent loan, and come here for the very Frea- 
sury notes they then stigmatized, and refused to substitute for 
the scrip. But others voted against the loan. bill for both causos; 
the want of reason forany loan, if prudence and economy were 
pursued, and if any had become indispensable by not pursuing 
such safe guides, the evident superiority of Treasury notes for 
such temporary difficulties, over scrip. 

Here, again, let me ask the Senate and the world, which 
evinced most judgment or intelligence, or even patriotism, the 
want of which Jast is now so freely imputed to us by the Se- 
nator from Kentucky? 

But, lastly, we hear again from him, the third or fourth 
time this session, of our wish to withhold supplies, and thus 
stop the wheels of Government, because we did not vote for 
the recent Treasury Note bill, We stop the wheels of Govern- 
ment! Why, sir, they were stopped before we were applied 
to—before the Administration came here asking for relief by 
means of those very notes they had so often and so violently 
denounced. Did we refuse toaid in setting the wheels in mo- 
tion again, and in plucking up drowning honor by the locks? 
No, sir, no. Mr. Woopgury had, for one, formerly experi- 
enced too much pain and anxiety—not from such a condition 
actually upon me, or already happened, but one ansicipated, 
if not averted by new means, and one seasonably pointed out, 
in order to avert it—not to be ready'to furnish, at once, what 
was now, or soon would be, necessary, And I call, sir, on 
you in the chair, and on all the Senate, to bear me witness, 
that on the occasion alluded to, I, and others on this side of 
the House, pronosed to pass, at once, withno delay or change, 
the Treasury Nore bill asit come to us, 

Who then stopped its passage? Who then postponed relief? 
Who refused the supplies for days and even weeks; in the 
manner the House of Representatives proposed them, and as 
most of us were willing to vote them? It was the very gentle- 
men who now impute the delay to us. They were not content 
to give the relief desired in the form preferred by the other 
House. They would not take enough forthe exigency, by sub- 
stituting five millions of Treasury notes for five millions of the 
permanent loan which could not be used in the last form, but 
withheld all supplies, unless five millions of notes were voted 
in addition to the Joan. This we opposed, and rightfully too; 
because the additional five millions were not needed for the im: 
meiliate exigency: so said the Secretary ofthe Treasury, so 
we allknew. They were not needed till the next quarter or half 
year, and then would be needed or not, as we in tho meantime 
made large or smallnew appropriations, took back the public 
Jands or not, and essentially altered the Tariff or not. We, 
therefore said on that occasion—take your five million Treasu- 
ry notes instead of the loan—all you now need—all you now 
ask for this emergency—but leave any permanent addition to 
the debt uil a few more months have elapsed, and you can as- 
certain with certainty whether it is likely then to be needed or 
not 

The prudence,candor, and liberality, the justice and patriotism 
of this courec we are willing to leave to the judgment of an im- 
partial community. 

Before sitting down, sir, and without entering into the politi- 
cal portion of this debate at all, permit me to correct another 
mistake of the Senator from Kentucky, as to what he supposes 
to be the greatly disproportionate increase of expenses at the 
custom-house in New York, since the days of Jonathan Thomp- 
son. He reaches his conclusions by comparing the per centage 
on the present revenue, with that on the revenue then. 

But, sir, the Senator forgets that the duties then on the im- 
ports ranged from fifty to one hundred per cent. while in 1833, 
many were wholly removed; and since 1833, the others have 
been regularly falling, so that none after this year will be above 
twenty per cent. 

On the contrary, if he takes the whole imports, and the cost 
of collection compared with them, then and now, which ismuch 
the fairest test, because all the imports not paying or paying 
duty, and with low or high duty, must be ‘entered, and the ves- 
sels and merchandise examined, to prevent smuggling. I say 
the cost, compared with the imports, has probably not increased 
adoilar at New York. 

We have not New York exhibited alone in official tables, but 
we have the whole Union, and we know thatthe imports at 
New York have increased more in proportion than those in 
the whole Union, being now near two-thirds of all instead of 
half Yet even in the whole Union, while the imports were 
$84,000,000, $79,000,000, and $88,000,000, in the three last 
years (1826,-7,-8,) Mr. Thompson was in the eustom-house, 
(excluding fractions,) increased to $140,000,000, $118,000,000, 
and $162,000,000 the three last years in the document before 


me, (1837,-8,-9,) the ratio of expenses to the imports remain 
just about the same. 


Thus (see Doc. No, 61, H.R, last session) in the first three years 


the yate per cent. of collection on the whole imports was only 
‘one per cent. four hundredths in 1826, and 1.11 in 1827, and 1.05 
in 1828. Had it doubled in 1837, ’8 and ’9? Had it increased 
fifty, or twenty-five, or ten, or even five per cent.? So far from 
it, that in 1837 it was only one per cent. five hundredths; in the 
next year, 1.33; and in the next but 1.06; thus exhibiting the 
smaliest practical increase that is capable of computation. 

Grant, then, that there may be at New York some excesses 
now—some in those years, and some formerly; grant thatthere | 
may have been atall periods some impositions ahd fraudsata 
place where merchants of all countries resort, and two-thirds 
of all our imports enter; yet the disproportionate increase of 
expenses is chiefly imaginary. . The records of the Department 
will show, likewise,that time andagain every possible effort hes 
been made to reduce them as low as was consistent with the 
safe collection of the revenue, and the incidental protection to 
manufactures, which my friend from Rhode Island before me, 
(Mr. Simmons,] and his co-laborers, would have thought us very 
unfaithful had we entirely overlooked. : 

Mr. CLAY hoped the fact that a new opponenthad come 
into the field would be an excuse for his continuing the dis- 
cussion. The Senator had spoken of the land bill as a mea- 
sure which bad taken a large amount of. revenue’ from the 
Department--an amount equal to three millions of dollars—~ 
when, as the Senator must know, and as he did know, there 
were not eight hundred thousand dollars which had heen: do- 
rived the last year from this source, or which could be derived 
from it. ; 

Mr, WOODBURY observed, thatthe desire by him and his 
friends to pass the present resolution, calling for information as 
to the New. York Custom-house, demonstrated that none of 
them wished to suppress or vindicate any abuses there. We 
ask for exposure, light, facts, and not loose conjectures or inja- 
rious insinuations. But Irise again chiefly on account of the 
gentleman’s suggestion, that I may have taken the largest years 
of imports to compare with Mr. Thompson’s years, and thus 
that the per centage may not be larger in them than in his years. 
I thank him for the suggestion. Now, sir, look at the table 
and you will see that I studiously selecting the largest years, 
The jai gest consecutive years were 1835 and 1836, and J omit- 
ted both of them. Why, sir, the expense of collection in them 
was muchlessin proportion to the imports than under the 
boasted years of 1826, °7 and ’8 of Mr. Thompson. In 1835 they 
were not one per cent. onthem, but merely 85-100, and in 1836 
but 73-100, little more than two-thirds the per cent. in his three 
last years. Let the Senate judge, then, of the fairness of the 
comparison, a : K 

In reply to the stricturesas to three millions being too high 
an estimate for the revenue from the public lands, he observed 
that he had used the sum of three millions, as what would pro- 
bably have received from public lands last year, and not as the 
sum which had actually been received. Why? Because that 
was the sum at the last estimate, which friends as well. as foes 
computed, Because all deemed that not too large a sum even 
in the debate on the Distribution bill, and this it was believed by 
the chairman himself. 

Mr. W. had a right to assume that amount also ‘for 
another reason. Becanse, notwithstanding the revulsions in 
commerce in 1837,~’8,-"9, and 1840, and the derangement in 
the currency, which the Senator from Kentucky saysit ought 
to be Known, would prevent so large receipts as three millions; 
they did not prevent it in any of those years, In seven of them 
the currency was ina worse condition, and trade as embarrass- 
ed asin 1841. Here are the tables before me, sir, not guessing, 
but actual and official returns; and in 1887, the receipts were 
from lands $6,776,236, in 1838, $3,081,939, in 1889, $7,076,447, in 
1840, $3,292,285, , 

Yet with each of these embarrassed years, going above three 
millions, andtwo of them to more than double that amonnt, 
am Ito be criticised, because saying thatthree millions should 
have been collected from Jands in 1841? 

Sir, the deliberate and protracted refusal to advertise Jand in 
the last ten months of 1841, and the postponement of the sales 
of even some advertised before Jast March, is the solution of 
the whole difficulty. Had the lands been advertised as usual, 
money must have been collected in very large additionalamounts 
because all the settlers on the new tracts offered, would have 
paid from necessity, in order to secure their pre-emptions, 

My friend before me from Illinois, [Mr. Youne,] knows 
that large numbers of those industrious settlers have the mo- 
ney laid aside, and are ready and anxious to pay for their 
lands as svon as the salescome on. 


Isit fair, then, for the Senator from Kentucky to take the ac- 
tualreceipts in 1841, with no advertisements five-sixths of the 
year, asa test of what would have been realized, had adver- 
tisements: been made of eight or ten millions more of acres, 
which had been surveyed? 

Again: the tariff bill of last year, about which the three mil- 
lions were spoken of, wasnot to take effect so as to put any 

„money inthe Treasury ull 1842, the duties being for three and 
six months credit on all imported under it in 1841, So the 
lands were not to goto the States till 1842. Hence the three 
millions to be given to the States, and the three millions addi- 
tional taxes to be collected to repay it, are all in, and for 1842 
and not 1841, about which, last year, he complains with euch 
vehemence, but with so little foundation. What the receipts 
willbe in 1842, time only can determine, Butas some new ad- 
vertisements have been made since the Ist of January, and 
more are expected, the proceeds can easily be made to exceed 
three millions, if proper steps are pursued in relation to the 
sales through the whole year. j 

Mr. PIERCE thought his poor resolution had been lost sight 
of. Every thing had been discussed but the resolution. 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. WRIGHT, 
MANGUM, LINN and PIERCE. : 

At length the discussion reverted to the resolution, and Mr. 
PIERCE called for the yeas and nays, which were ordered, and 
the vote resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bates, Berrien, Clay, Clayton, Evans, Gra- 

ham, Henderson, Huntington, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, More- 
head, Porter, Prentiss, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Tallmadge, 
White and Woodbridge—19, 
» NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Barrow, Benton, Buchanan, 
Cuiloun, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, Pierce, Sevier, 
Smith of Connecticut, Walker, Woodbury, Wright and 
Young-—17. 

So the resolution was laid on the table 


And, at nearly 5 five o’clock, the Senate adjourned. 


“HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
, ©- Monpay, February 14, 1842. 
The journal of Saturday was read and approved. ———— > 

The SPEAKER announced that the regular business of the 
day was the call of the States for petitions, commencing wich 
the Staté of Maine. i 

ao. COMMLITEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 

The SPEAKER said that he held in his hand three commu- 
ications which had been addressed to him; one from Mi. M. 


A. Coopar of Georgia, one from Mr. R, Caapman of Alabama, 
andona troni Mr. E B. Tomes of South Carin bers of 


the Commitee on Foreign Aars, (app 
in the place of members excused) a 
-Serving as members of the.said com: 
nications the Sprarnr asked leave to 
{Cries of “read the communications.” } 
i The Jetterof Mr. Marx A. Cooper was then read, as fol- 
OWS: : 


ted some 
gto be excu 
cee; and which commu- 
mit to the Jivuse. 


ve Urry or Wasuinetoy, Feb. 12, 1842. 

To the Hon. Jons Waits, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

Sin: Having vesn appointed a member of the Commitice of 

Foreign Affairs, the undersigned desires to be excused from the 
service, forthe feilowing reasons: 
_ The appointment was made ia consequence of the resigna- 
tion of honorable members, dhatingul for their ability and 
experience, who represent similar inter with himsetf, They 
doubtless had everyulisposition to maintain their positions on the 
committee, so long as they could serve with interest to the 
country or honor and credit to ihemsolves. They have retired, 
alter being excused by tbe House, upon grounds stated before 
‘the’ House, aad made known to us all. They are grounds 
which apply more or less to every meinber who represents the 
peculiar interests of the South, and regards. the good order, 
peace, and harmony of the Union. 

These grounds are laid in the conduct and speeches of the 
venerable chairman of that: committee, as wellin committee 
asin this House, 
wilfuland dafiverate purpose, with great perseverance, to use 
his position on this floor, and his elevation as chairman, as 
points ofattack for matign influences, unmmdful of obligations 
imposed by the gConstitution, to assai! the property and inte- 
rests of a large portion of these United States, and wantonly 10 
defame and traduce the character of ita citizens and their Re- 
presentatives on this floor, 

‘Under these circumstances, whilst the undersigned dis- 
claims any but the proper feelings of vegard for the chair- 
man as a Representative and as aa individual, he does ot 
perceive how he could aid the investigations of this com- 
mittee, or partake in its deliberations, without discrediting 
those he came here torepresent. He, therefore, respectfully 
esl you to present to the House this application to be ex: 
cused, ; 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
MARK A. COOPER, 

Mr. Coopsr’s letter having been read by the Clerk— 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Corohna, made the following 
points of order: 

lst. A member of the Tlouse should, from his place, make 
whatever statement he may wish to address to its considera- 
tion.. 

“2d, No member of the House has the right to spread upon its 
journal opiaions that he may entertain ofthe conduct ofanother 
member. i 

The SPEAKER having stated thatthe letter would notap- 
pear on the joursa!, Mr. C. withdrew his points of order. 

The question on excusing Mr, Coopsr was then taken, and 
decided in the affirmative by a vote almost unanimous. 

So Mr. C. was excused. 

The letier.of Mr, CHAPMAN was then read as follows: 

a oo Tfouse or KEPAUSENTATIVES, Fes. 1842, 
‘To the Speaker of the Houseof Representatives: 

Sin: [find that F have been appointed a member of the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Afai lva- 
cancies that occurred i 
members whose reasons were publ de known, and 
deemed by the House suficient to excuse them, 

TE deeply regret the necessity that I feel myself under to de- 
cline serving on that committee, and respecifully ask that the 
House willexcuse me 

1 have carefully ex 
members of the commit 
the country for ret 
The reasons they a 
Task to be excused. 

Wich grear respect, your obedient servant, 
R. CIYAPMAN, 

And the question on excusing Mr. CHApMAN was then taken 
and decided in the affirmative by a vote unanimous, with the 
exception of one or two negatives. 

So Mr C, was excused. 

The letter of Mr. Isaac E. Hormes was then read as fol- 
lows: 

To the Hon. Speaker of the Houseof Representatives: 

Sir: I respectfully beg to be excused fram serving as a mem- 
ber of the Commities on Forcign Affairs. Fhe reasons as 
signed by those gentiemen whose resignations occasioned the 
vacancies receatiy fitled by the appointment of other Southern 


ined the 
bave pla 
rg from it 
being a 


rounds on which the late 
ad thelr justification before, 
and fully sustain their views, 
gether cable io myself, 


members, appear equally applicable to ail Representatives of 
alavehoi S 


re deemoed satisfactory by the House 
ng acceptance of the aforesaid resig- 
nations. I would further observe t the chairman of said 
committee having applied to my c enis the most oppro- 
brious epithets, and charged all the delegation from South Ca- 
rolina with having banded in a base conspiracy to destroy his 
good name, I feel convinced that the public serviee wouid not 
be advanced, or the harmony cfthe committee promoted, by the 
councils of 


Your obedient servant, 
: LE. HOLMES, 
And the question being taken, Mr. If. was also excused by a 
vote almost unanimous. R 
And, in reply to a motion or suggestion of Mr. ADAMS, 
the Speaker replied that three memb would, asar rof 
course, be designated io All the places of the members thus ex 
cused. 
APPORTIONMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Mr. EVERETT asked leave to offer the following 
tion: 
Resolved, That the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union be discharged from the consideration of bill No. 73, 


rëso- 


By these he has evinced, on all occasions, a - 
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“For the apportioninent of Representatives among the several. 
States according to the sixth census,” and. that the same be 
made the special order of the day for to morrow, (Tuesday) 
ani at the same. hour of each succeeding day, until finally dis- 
posed of; and that at2 o'clock on Tuesday, the 221 instant, all- 
debate shall cease thereon, and the House shal! then proceed to 
vote on the amendments then pending, or thatshall be offered, 
and on all other mctions that may be ia order. 

Mr. W, ©. JOHNSON objected. mits 

Mr. EVERETT moved a suspension of the rales for the pur- 
posé of enabling him te offer the resolusion—giving notice that, 
if the suspevsion prevailed, te showil move the previues ques 
tion onthe resolutisn. : 

Mr. W. C- JOHNSON ask 
tion to susp: 
were ordered. : : 

Mr. MEUILL wished to make an-inquiry of the Speaker be- 
fore voting. We desired to know if it was not in the power of a 
majority of the e, to proceed at any lime to the considera- 
tion of the apportionment bill, without a suspension of the rules 
for that purpose. 

The SPEAKER was understood to say that it was. 

The yeas and nays were thes taken, and resulted. 
noes 124, 

So the rn'es were not suspended. 

Mr, HOPKINS asked fur theori 3 

Mr. GRAHAM of No. having (he was understood 
to say) received several communications of ingairy in relation 
to the Exchequer Board,- Qesiredto submit an inquiry to that 
committee. 

The SPEAKER said it could only be 
sent. © 
Mr. HOPKINS objecied. í 

On leave given, Mr. PEARCE of Maryland presented a sub- 
stitute (as the Reporier understoo:!) for the Apportionment bill 
reported from the sclect. commiti-e on the subject; which was 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. FILLMORE suggested that resolutions, instead of peti- 
tions, should be called for, Objected to. 

PETITIONS AND. MEMORIALS. 

Petitions and t jals were then called for in the order of 
the States and Terr es, and were presented by the following 
meratbers, and appropriately referred: 

Maine: Mr. ALLEN. 

New Ilampshire: Messrs. BURKE and ATHERTON. 

Mr- ATHERTON presented a resolution of the Legisiature of the 
Siate of New Hampshire, repealing certain resulutions relating 
to claims for French spoliations prior to 1800. 

Mr. A. said that at the late session of Congress, he had pre- 
sented sundry resoiutions of the Legislature of New Hampshire 
which referred to the subjects alluded to in the message of the 
President at the commencement of that session, and, conse- 
quetiily, receivable under the ruie then adopted. Connected 
with these resolutions was the one now offered, which not hav- 
ing heen then received, he now presented, and he moved that it 
he referred to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and be printed: amieed to. ] 

Massachusetts: Mr. CALHOUN. 


i COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSATTS. 


Resolves’ resnecting the claim of Massuchusetts upon the 
United States for military services. 


d the yeasand nays on the mo- 
sd tite rules; which (after some conversation)- 


yeas 58, 


rs of the day, y 


done by general con- 


Rescived, That itis the imperative duty of Senators and Re- 
vesin Congress from this Commonwealth, to employ 

iog endeavors to obtain, at the 
i on for that purpose 

Resolved, That} cellency the Governor be requested to 
transmit a copy of these resolutions to each cf our Senators 
and Representatives in Congress and to the President of the 
United States. 

Housz or REPRESENTATIVES, Fe 
UBL IL 
In Senate, Fevruary 9, 1542 assed, 
JOSIAH QUINCY. jr. President. 
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z, ANDREWS asked the 

were refused. 
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BORDEN. 

Rhode Islan 


yeas and nays on that motion; 


VILLINGTEAST. 
. BROCK WAY and BOARDMAN. 
ERETT. 

r. FILLMORE, CHAS 


Vermo 
New Yo 


A, FLOYD, 


MORGAN, GRANGER, GATES, ROOSEVELT, MAY- 
NARD, “ERRIS, LINN, 
Wwonnd, BREWSTER, 
TOMLIN SELAEBR, and Me 
KEON. g 

{Mr Weop p ated a pstiion 


the Bankrupt iaw he moved 1 


Resolved, That the Committee or 
to report an aci supplemeniary ta ne 
passed at the last session of Congress, whic 
its opera ion upon banking corporations, properly protect the 
rights of creditors, and regulate the fees ta be received by the 
districtcourts in granting dischargesto applicants. A 

Mr, Woop moved the previous question; which, not being 


seconded. the petition-and instructions, giving rise ‘to. debts, 
lie over by the rule. fo ~ ATURE A ded Mecca ah eth af 
{Mc. McCiacian of New York presented the:petition-of Bis. 
las A-Stone, and othérs, of the city of Hadson, Ne 
praying a revision of the tarifflawe: referred io. the Go 
on Manufactures. } Pa aye SAE yy BES 5 
[Mr. TomLinson presented the following petitions of Amasa 
Owen, for arrears of payment as a soldier in the Jasi war while 
a prisoner, of fleary Watriss, of Moores, Clinton county, New’ 
York, for compensation for damages sustained in the: kon-per+ 
formance of sontract. with the United States. eed 
75 cuizens of different towns in- the counties: of Essex-and 
Clinton, New Vork, praying for an increased duty -on theim 
portation of: foreign iron. ae capone ed 
114 citizens of Piattsburgh, New York, on. the same subject, 
ard to repeal all laws exempting raiiroadiren:from duty... 
36 citizens of Saranac, Clinton county; New York, onthe 
same subjecty x F i > 
175 citizens of Keenville, New York, on the same subject. 
G8 citizens of Black Brook, New York, on the same subject, 
25 citizens. of Au. Sable Forks, -New York, on the same 
subject: Ś a 
25 citizens of New Sweden, 
the same subject. 
43 citizens of Essex, 
subject 
110 citizens of Willshoro’ and Essex, New York, on the same 
subject. x f Ea 
73 citizens of Fery, Clinton county, New York, on the same 
subject. ba 
150 citizens of Jay, Essex county, New York, on the same 
subject. $ hh E E 7 
Remonstrance of citizens of Plattsburgh, against 
or postponement of the Bankrupt Jaw. ~. bed he 
Also, from Westport, New York, on the same sdbject. ©": 
Also, remonstrance of certain citizens of Plattsburgh, New 
York, against the imporiation of foreiga iron, free of duty; tor 
the use of steamboats, oe KRE 
Mr. TOMLINSON remarked, that the ‘petitions presented 
by him on the subject of an increase of duty on foreign 2mpor:* 
tations of iron, were signed indiscriminately. by citizens of his 
district, without distinction or regard to party.) 
New Jersey: Messrs. STRATTON, YORKE, RANDOLPH, 
and MAXWELL. ° à 
Pennsylvania: Messts. W. W. IRWIN, BIDLACK, FOR: 
NANCE, SNYDER. COOPER, RUSSELL, HENRY, NEW- 
HARD, SIMONTON, J. BROWN, GUSTINE, CHARLES 
BROWN, JAMES, TOLAND, and JAMES IRVIN. pAg 
On motion of Mr. JAMES COOPER, ` Sija 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to. inquirs into the expediency: of estab: 
Fshing a post ronte from Shippensburg, Cumberland county, 
Pennsylvania, to Southampton, in Franklin county, in the game 
State. A EN E 
Mr. FORNANCE presented two Jetters, or memorials, writs 
ten by gentlemen from Pennsylvania, who have been fora long 
time profitably engaged in the manufacture of colon.” One ‘of 
the letters was irom My. McCredy, and relates to the duties 
upon cotton yarn, This letter states some of the difficulties 
this branch of labor had to encounter. . The manufacturers of 
this country were ai une time without machinery, without ma- 
chinists, without operatives to use the machinery when: ob- 
tained—Europe endeavoring to withhold'all fromvus, : All we 
had was American industry, American ingenuity, application 
perseverance; and now our spioping mills are in successful. 
operation: Mr. MeCredy recommends a moderate tariff and 
suggests the distinction that should be made between different 
valities of yarn, : 
4 The other letter was from Mr, Charles Kelly, and relates:to 
duties upon muslins. Mr. Kéiiy says that with an inflated 
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time, much € causealone. That the 
rofli be taxed equally , 
manufactured 


Mr. RE y nor Mr: Kelly, 
ng protection, nor were they so much as. ‘volun: 
aof tarif. They chad. been:m 
were among those whorrelied 
ad atiention to business than 
and their letters appeared here 
: of Mr. F. believing that the opinions ofsuch men 
have some influer 5 $ 
ae Biotac presented the following memorials, not here. 
fore nocices: : 
eo Berini natn citizens of Carbondale; Pennsylvania, fora res 
peal of all laws eanciioning labor on the eae yt : 
iomo ia! against the repeal of the Bankrupt law. 


am Si Fek + for a pension. . 
om Sarah Eckhart for Seexshiney to Columbus in 


g 


} i te from Cambria to Shickshiney.- | 
idon Pia pe pute from White Haven via Pori Jeneng 
to Beaumont on the Wilkesbarre and Philadelphia ari = 
to Petition from citizens of Montoe, Pennsylvania, ar p st 
ronte from Stroudsbary tO Barkkil!, Pike county, #enusy. 
Petion from citizensof Wayne county, fora. mail route fom 
Honesdale to Pleasant Mount, Wayne county. 


Pe 
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`: -Petition for the relief of James Ielme; a Revolutionary sol- 


dier] s 
Maryland: Messrs. J. W. WILLIAMS, SOLLERS, KEN- 
NEDY, and RANDALL. i T ` 
Virginia: Messrs. HOPKINS, MALLORY. WISE, STEEN- 


ROD, S; UART., HUBARD, BARTON, GOGGIN, HARRIS, . 


POWELL, HAYS, SMITH, and TALIAFERRO. 

On motion of Mr. MALLORY, - ; 
: Resolved, That ihe petitions now on fite of Mrs. Sarah M. 
Gates and of Mrs. Elizabeth Monroe, asking for pensions, be 
referred to the Committee cn Military Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. TALIAFERRO, ica . 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the propriety of allowing ann 
Nelson, of the county of Westmoreland, Virginia, a psnsion, in 
consideration of the military services of her husband in the war 
of the Revolution. i 

{Mr. Hopxins presented a petition of John D. Mitchell and 
100 other citizens of Washington county, Virginia, praying that 
the District Court of the United States be removed from Wythe- 
ville to. Abingdon; which, upon his motion, was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, a petition with accompanying evidence, asking fhat the 


. name of Sally’McCraw, of Grayson county, Virginia, be placed 


upon the persion roll; ia consideration of the services of her 
deceased husband in the Revolutionary war; which was, upon 
his motion, referred to. the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions. . 

Also, the memorial of the Common Council of the City of 
Alexandria, upon the subject of a Marine Hospital in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and in favor of its location in that city; which 
was referred to the appropriate committee. 

Also, resolutions of the Legislature of Virginia, asking for an 
additional appropriation of land to satisfy the oustanding miti- 
tary hounty land warrants, issued under the authority of that 
State, to the officers and soldiers of the Revolution or their legal 
representatives, i 

(Mr. Harris asked that the petition of the heirs of Natha- 
niel Ashby, fraying far commutation pay, be taken from the 
files of the House, and together with the additional testimony 
which he-then presented in support of that claim, be referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. y 

North Carolina: Messrs. L. WILLIAMS, WASHINGTON, 
GRAHAM, and McKAY. | 

South Carolina: Messrs. HOLMES, WM. BUTLER, and J. 
CAMPBELL. 

On motion of Mr. J. CAMPBELL, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of establishing a port of en- 
try at Bucksville, in South Carolina, and that all paperson 

he files of the House relating to the subject be referred to 
that committee. 

Georgia: Mr. HABERSITAM. 

Mr. GAMBLE, ou leave, offered the following resolution; 
which was adopted: 4 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to commu- 
nicate to this House the authority upon which the Choctaw 
Academy for the education of Indian youths was established, 
has been andisnow coutinued at “The Great Crossings,” in 
the State of Kentucky; how long the school has been in opera- 
tion, the number of Indian youths educated there, and the tribes 
to which they respectively belonged; what number has been 
there in each and every year since the cemmencement of the 
school; how many’ are there at this time, and the umount of 
money which has heen annually expended and charged to the 
United Staresin the support, maintenance, and education of the 
said Indians, from the establishmentof the said school to the 
present tine, pro ran unter the different heads of ex- 
penditure: to what persons andvut of what fund the same has 
been paid 


Kentucky: Messrs. POPE, TRIPLETT, J. B. THOM. 
SON, L ©. BUPLER, UNDERWOOD, OWSLEY, 


W MARSHALL. 


ature of Kentucky, relative to 
erred to a s ct ceo nmiLtee, 


that he desired 
siature of Ken- 
ga “premik d resolutions concerning 
the repudiation of State debts,” which doctrine had received the 
unanimous vote of condemnation of the House of Representa- 


cognition is but a dictate of common honesty. Nor does she 
take pride or pleasure in the losses or inability of her sister 
States to discharge with prompikude such engagements as 
she has, and will always meet, to the day. The purpose, 
therefore, ef these resolutions is not to chide, arraign, or cen- 
gure the conduct of her sister Republics. If embarrassment 
has temporarily pr al their resources, or obscured their 
heretofore unsuspected honor and. punctuality, Kentucky 
grieves for the shame of her sisters, and trusts 
blot on their fame, produced by the monetary cris 
frauds of their agents, will be as evanescent and unsiaining as 
the bright face of their once 
and avowal of repudiation in 
ion of irs press, the un- 
may, in communities 
ive commercial rela- 
; and, what is 
n with the imputation and 
acy itself. The State 
efore does not design, 
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to be iavelvedin a promiscuous infa 
manently attaches to.any of the sisterhoad-—which may Ifeaven 
avert or quickly remove-—but by thes. resolutions dees desiga, 
and through her properly constituted authorities proclaims, 
that, let others do as they may, “as for her and her household,” 
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to her own Citizens, to her sister States, and to foreign States, 
she intends to observe good faith in all. her engagements. This 
her purpose is embodied in these resolutions, as a memorial 
and testimony of the moral feeling and intended. conduct of her 
Governmentand people,and is now laid before you not reproach- 
fully, but as an encouraging voice to the States you may repre- 
sent, or the foreign powers with whom we have, communion 
aiid intercourse. — F p 
The second.set of resolutions, Mr. Speaker, forwarded by the 
Executive of the State, “are concerning the soldiers of the 
Revolution.” Theobject. of these resolutions is, by suitable 
national demonstrations, to matk the era in our history. when 
the last of the Revolutionary patriots shall cease to linger with 
us. By proper solemnization tò testify our gratitude and vene- 
ration, when they shall have gone to their rest, for those by 
whose-valor and patriotism we their descendaits now here re- 
present this free and mighty Confederacy, would but be in‘ac- 
cordance with the reverence felt and due to thelr memory and 
character from a grateful posterity. 
The firs set of resolutions I ask may be read and printed; 
and, as they propose no action, no reference is necessary. They’ 
only shadow forth the sentiments of honor and good faith of 
a people who, in the second set of resolutions, say to you that, 
from their far-off transmontane habitations, they yet. remem- 
ber their father-land,and invoke a joint honor toa common 
ancestry. I movethese resolutions be ead, printed, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi here rose and inquired if 
Mr. THompson of Kentucky, if he designedin what he had 
said to censure the State of Mississippi? . 
To which Mr. THOMPSON of Kentucky replied, no censure 
was Intended.} 
Mr. TRIPLETT, onleave, offered the following resolution, 
which was adopied: 
Resolved, That the President of the United States communi 
cete to this House, (if not incompatible with the public inte- 
rests, in. his opinion) the correspondence with or from 
Joshua Dodge, esq. and any communications received directly 
from him, or from him through our ministers abroad, or from 
any of our ministers, in relation to the subject of said Dodge’s 
mission. Also, how much of the appropriation of $12.000, 
made by Congress the 8th day of May, 1840, to pay the expen- 
ses and salaries of diviomatic agentsto be employed under the 
direction of the President of the United States in attending to 
the tobacco interests of the United States in Europe, has been 
expended, and whether he has it in contemplation to continue 
the agency for which said appropriation was made. 
Mr. SPRIGG, on leave given, offered the fcllowing resolu- 
tions, which were adopted: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce inquire into 
the exnenditures of the Jight-house establishment since the 
year 1816, including expenditures for building and repairing 
light-houses, light-ships, beacons, and every work embraced 
under this gencral head, and make their report of the result of 
their inquiries: and also to inquire into the propriety of reor- 
gavizing this establishment, of changing the modo of its super. 
intendency. and equalizing the compensation given to them, 
andto the light-house keepers, and the keepers of other lights, 
buoys, &c. and the propriety of suppressing some of the posts of 
this establishment, and of so modifying the laws and practices 
under therm in reference to this establishment as to seeure strict 
observation of the duties of superintendents and keepers of 
lights, and to report the result of their examinations to this 
Jfouse, with such plans asthey may agree upon, tending to re- 
dnee the annual expenditures of the establishment, and to im- 
prove the facilities and safety of navigation. 
Resolved, Thatthe Secretary of the Treasury lay before this 
Tiouse, as soon as it is practicable, copies of the quarierly ve- 
ports made by the keepers of light-houses to the superintendents 
of hght-housrs, and copies of the statements of the snper- 
tendents to the Treasury Department forthe years 1840 and 
18{1, insuch way as to specify the quantity of oil received dur- 
i years, the quantity consumed, anil the quantity re- 

raining on hand at the close of each year; the character and 
condition of the oil, when received from the contractors; the 
number of lamps, lenses, and reflectors in the light-houses; the 
time during which and the cause for which any of the lamps 
may have been used, with their number; and also the number 
of the glasses, wicks, and bul? skins on hand at the commence- 
ment of those vears; the number received and used during 
exch year, and the number on hand at the close of each of the 
years named; and the number of buoys, beacons, floating lights, 
and other constructions made for the promotion of safe navi- 
gation, and all information connected with the light-house esta- 
blishment. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury exhibit copies 
of the contracts now existing between the Department, and 
contractors who have engaged, to support and supply the esta- 
blishment, j 


Tennessee: Messrs. McCLELLAN. ©. T. WILLIAMS, 
ARNOLD, TURNEY, T. J. CAMPBELL, and CA- 
RUTHERS. 


Oho: Messrs. S. J. ANDREWS, GOODE, HASTINGS, S, 
MASON, DEAN, SWENEY, W. RUSSEL, COWEN, MAT- 
THEWS. GIDDINGS. DOAN, MATIIOT, MEDILL, MOR- 
ROW, and RIDGWAY . 

{Mr. Rincway presented a petition from David Wood. and 
seventy-seven other males, and Elizabeth Wood and seventy- 
five other females, all inhabitants of the counties of Marion and 
Delaware, in the State of Ohio, praying for the recognition of 
the independence of Hayti, and for the establishment of diplo- 
matic and commercial relations with that Republic on thesarme 
footing as with the most favored nations: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

Also, a petition from David F. Finley and thirty-seven others, 
citizens of Delaware county. Ohio, praving for the rejection of 
ali proposals for the annexation of Texas to this Uaion, from 
whatever source they may come: Jaid on the tahle.. 

Also. a petition from seventy-nine citizens of Delaware and 
Franklin cannties, Ohio, praying for the establish ment of a post 
route from Warrington, in said Franklin courty, to Galena, by 
the way of Freedom, in said Delaware county. and that a post 
office he established at said Freedom: referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, two affidavits in support of a claim of Benjamin 
Woods, for injuries sustained in the publie service during the 
late war, and moved that his papers be withdrawn from the 
files of the House, and that they, with the affidavits, be referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a petition of Abraham Melal, a soldier of the late war, 
alleging that he is entitled to ten month’s pay more than he has 


received from the Government, and moved its reference to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Also, a remonstrance from one hundred and eleven citizerisof 
Columbus, Ohio, remonstrating against any interference with 
the Bankrupt law, either by amendment, postponement, or re- 
peal, until it hasreceived a fair practical trial: referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. - 

Algo, a remonstrance of the same character from thirty- 
six citizensof Huron county, Ohio: referred to the same com: 
mittee. -| L 

Also, a remonstrance from thirty-eight citizens of Chester- 
ville, Ohio, on the same subject, and for the same object: refer- 
red as above, ~ 

Also, a petition of Liza-Rose, the widow of Jacob Rose, de- 
ceased, a Revolutionary soldier, praying Congress to continue 
to her the pension which was allowed to her husband during 
thelatter part of his life: referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions. 

Lonisiana: Messrs. WHITE andMOORE. 

Indiana: Messrs. KENNEDY, WALLACE, LANE, CRA- 
VENS, and THOMPSON. 

Mississippi: Mr. THOMPSON. an 

Mr. GWIN, on leave, oflered the following resolution, which 
was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy. be requested to 
furnish this House witha statement of the aggregate cost of each 
of the steamships Missouri and Mississippi. 

Mr. THOMPSON, on leave, offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted: : i 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inqusre into the expediency of establish- 
ing a post route from Coffee ville, the county seat of Zalobusha 
county, Mississippi, to Houston, in’ Chickasaw county, in said 
State. $ 

Ulinois: Messrs. STUART, REYNOLDS, and CASEY. 

(Mr. Reyn Lps presented the following petitions, to wit: 

The petion of Mary Smith, praying a pension. 

Petition of the trustees‘of the Rock River Institution, praying 
a donation of land. . 

Papers of Mr. Bush’s case. 

Petition for the repeal of the Bankrupt law. 

Commissioners of Cahokia, in the State of Illinois, praying for 
a confirmation of a claim of land. . 

Petition for a donation of land, to aid in the construction of a 
railroad from New York to Mississippi. 

Petition fora mail route and post office in Randolph county, 
in the State of Hlinois. 

Papers of Mrs. Murray. 

A petition from a number oflegal voters of Randolph county, 
inthe State of Illinois, praying the abolition of slavery in Flo- 
rida. 

Mr. R, observed to the Speaker that he had some petitions on 
the subject of the abolition of slavery: one to abolish slavery in 
Florida; one in the District of Columbia; and one to abolish 
slavery in general—from Randolph county, Linois. 

The praxer observed ihat the above three petitions came 
within the rule of the House, and could not be received. The 
other, for the right of petition; the reccption of which was laid 
on the table. } 

Alabama: Messrs. LEWIS, CHAPMAN, PAYNE, and 
HOUSTON. w 3 

[Mr. Payne presented sundry petitions praying the establish- 
ment ofa mail route from Tuscaloosa to Jackson in the State of 
Mississippi, and moved their reference to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. g g 

Mr. Payne raid it was necessary for him to make some ex- 
planation for the benefit of the ommittee. Those petitions 
were drawn some time since, or the petitioners were unadvised 
of existing laws upon the subject. The law, as it now is, au- 
thorizes the establishmentof the contemplated maii route from 
Tuscaloosa to Gainsvlile, in the direction of Jackson, in the 
State of M ipp. [desire the committee to inquire into the 
expediency of esiablishing the residue of said route, to wit: 
from Gainsville, by the way of De Kalb,to Jackson, in the State 
of Mississippi. i 

Asto the importance of this route, X desire only to say, that 
when established, it will connect $ Nashville, Tuscaloosa, 
and Jackson, the scatof Government of three of the States of 
this ale by the most direct line which said points can be col- 
lected. 

it will also connect the great line of travel from Charleston, 
South Carolina, while the waters of the Mississippi. JT hold 
said route of the first importance, and I trust the committee 
will give the subject their deliberate attention. With a view to 
explain my wish upon ‘this subject, I ask leave to submit the 
following resolution: . 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Ptoads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a mail route from Granville, in the State of Alabama, by 
the way of DeKalb, in the State Mississippi, to Jackson, in said 
State. Also, from Biack’s Blufi, in the State of Alabama, to 
Tuscahoma, in said State. 

Į trust, sir, the committee will also provide bylaw for a mail 
route from Black’e Bluff, inthe county of Sumter, to Tusca- 
homa, in the county of Washington,in the State of Alabama.) 

[Mr Caapman presented the petition of citizens of Benton 
county, Alabama, asking a mail stage route from Madison, 
Georgia, by Carrolt Gold Mines, to Jacksonville, Alabama: re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 

Also, the memorial of ne Alabama Legisiature for a mail 
stage route from Elyton, by Ashville, Holliway’s Bridge, Jef. 
ferson, Clinton county, to Rome, Georgia: referred to the Com» 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, mamorial of same Legislature, refusing to receive any 
part of the proceeds of the sale of the public lands under the 
Disiribution bill of the extra session. a i 

Also, memorial of same Legislature in favor of theannexation 
of Texas. 

Mr. CHAPMAN Stated that he had in his possession a number 
of petitions adilressed to the President of the United States in 
relation to the proper place to locate the land office for the sale 
of the lands in the Cherokee country. He had intended sending 
these peti:ions to the President ifthe bill had passed the Senate 
ag it passed this Honse; that is, leaving the location to be made 
by the President; but as the Senate had amended the bill so as 
to make the location at Lebanon, in De Kalb county, Mr. C 
said he felt it his duty to present all the petitions on the sub. 
ject, for and against that location, and as the bill was.upon the 
Speaker’s table, he moved that the petitions be Jaid upon the 
table also, to be acted on when the bill was taken up. ] 

[Mr. Houston presented the petition of Sarah S, Bishop, wi- 
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dow of Colin Bishop, who was formerly the postmaster at Tus- 
cumbia, Alabama, praying. remuneration for tosses sustained 
by her husband in consequence of a change of his duties. 

‘Also, the’petition of Richard Bailey, of Lawrence county, 
Alabama, praying a pension for services by him tendered in the 
army of the Revolution. 

Also, two petitions from a portion of the citizens of Alabama 
and Mississippi, praying the esiablishment of a mail route from 
Pikeville, Alabama, to Falton, in the State of Mississippi, and 
a post office thereon. - 

Also, joint resolutions of the General Assembly of the Staic 
of Alabama, in relation to the admission of Texas into (he 
Union. ] ¢ 

From Missouri: By Messrs: MILLER and EDWARDS. ~« 
> (Mr. Mince presented the following petitions, viz: 

The petition of T. L. McGill, T. S. Rutherford, and F. Ti- 
son, of St. Louis, Mo. praying Congress to pass a law confirm- 

<. iog. to the legal representatives of Albert Tison a certain 
tract cf land therein, mentioned and described : referred to the 

Committee dn Private Land Claims. 

‘Petition of Esther Olmsted, praying the passage of a law 
-granting her a pension for life, in consideration of the services 
of her husband, Exeuczer Olmsted, during the Revolutionary 
war: referred to the Committee on Revututionary Pensions, ` 

Petitions of A. Wheeler, John Huddieston, Jobn C. Cary and 
others, praying Congress to pass a law establishing a post road 
from the post office at Eleven Points, in Ripley county, Mis- 
souri, to the town of Ozark, in said State: referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Poat Office and Post Roads. 

Petition of John Harmon A. T. Purcell, M, S. Reeves and 
others, asking the establishment of a post road from Carrollton 
in’Carroll county, Mo. by Chillicothe, in Livingston county, 
‘Prenton in Grundy county, to Union Mil's,in said county : fe- 
ferred to the Commiitee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Petition of A. Fristoe, Joseph Brown and others, praying the 
passage of a law establishing a line of four horse post “coaches 
from Booaville, in Mo: by Georgetown, in Pettis co. to Spring- 
field, Green county, in said State: referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roada, 

Petition of W. W. B. Steel, W. Steel, Samuel Brumfield, end 
‘others, praying the establishment of a posi road from Jefferson 
city, Mo. by Round Hill, in Cooper county, to Arraton, in Pet- 
tis county, via Mt. Carmel. in Cooper county’ referred to tke 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 

_ Mr. M. on leave, offered the foluwing resolution, which was 
adopted. 
`> Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of making an adequate appropri- 
ation for the improvement of the navigation of the Mississippi 
river, from the mouth of the Ohio, to Fort Crawford, on Reck 

“Ysiand, 10 the Upper Mississippi-—and that the saine committee 

be further instructed to Inquire ingo the expediency of making a 

like appropriation for the improvement of the navigation of the 

Missouri river, from its mouth to For: Leavenworth, on said 

river, by removing from its channe! the logs and snags that 

now impede its navigation, and render it so hazatdous and 
disastrous. 

~ And beit further resolved, That the same committee be in- 

structed to inquire into the expediency of making an adequate 

appropriation for the purpose of completing the improvement 

of the harbor at St. Louis, Missouri] g 

[Mr. J. C. Epwarps presented the petition of Isaac Light- 
net, jr. and 330 others, citizens and traders of the State of Mis- 
souri to the Santa Fe country, asking that drawbacks may be 

“allowed on goods exported in the original packages, from the 

United States to Sania Ie, and other Mexican States: referredto 

the Committee on Pensions. 

"The petition of A, L. Gilstray and others, praying the estab- 
lishment of a post route from Paris, in Monroe county, to Adair 
Court ‘Mouse, in Adair county, in the Siate of Missouri: re 

ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and. Post Roads. 
Soophe petition of S. M. Donaldson, and others, praying the és- 
tablishment of a post rou‘e from Paris, in Monroe county, to 

Adair Court 1dusc, in Adair county, in the State of Missouri: 

reférred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Memorial of the Mayor of the city of St. Lovis, in the State of 
Missouri, on the subject of an appropriation for the further irm- 
provement the harbor of said city: referred to the Commitee on 
Commerce. } ` 

Michigan: Mr. HOWARD. 

Mr. HOWARD, on leave, offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted: Fe 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed to 
inguire inio the expediency of improving -the harbor at the 
mouth of Grand river, in the State of Michigan. 

tlorida: Mc. LEVY. ä 

Mr, LEVY, on Icave, offered the foilowiug resolution, which 
was adopted: D p J 

Resolved, That. the Committee on Naval Affairs be Psiruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency ‘of occupying the 7 of 
Key Westasa naval rendezvous, and the measures necessary 
to carry that purpose into effect; and the said committee have 
leave to report by bill or otherwise, 

Wisconsin: Mr. HENRY DODGE. ` 

(Mr, Dopes presented the following petitions: . 

From citizens of Wisconsin and Hiinois, for a mail route 
from Chicago, via Delevan and White Water, to Fox Lake, 

From citizens of Wisconsin, for a post road from Fort Winne. 

_ bago to the Plover Portage (Pinery.) . : 

Six petitions for an appropriation for the erection of a harbor 
at Southport. í : š 

Five petitions for an appropriation for improvements of the 
Fox and Wisconsin rivers. . i 

A memorial of the Legislative Assembly for an appropria- 
tion fora harbor at Racine. 

A petition from citizens of Green county 
pose. ae p 

From the citizens of Towa county, for the same purpose, 

From the Brothertown Indians, shewing the injustice done to 
certain women and children, by commissioners who were ap- 
pointed to distribute certain lands granted to said Indians, aud 

raying for relief. res ; 

g Fom citizens of the State of Hlinois, and of Wisconsin Terri- 
tory, relative to the tnineral jands. , 
From Joseph Dixon, for back pension. À . 

From George W. Rawlangs, for coinpensation for services 
duriug the Revolutionary and subsequent wars, , 

From M. M. Strong, for compensation for services performed 
under a resolution of Congress, i 

From citizens of Welworth county, for a mail route from 
Elk Horn to Beloit, in Wisconsin Territory. ] 


for the same pur- 


* tablishment of a mail ronte from Keokue 


` Iowa: Mr. A. C. DODGE. en È E 
oye Doves. presented the following petitions and memo- 
riais: 4 "Aye 

A joint preamble and resolutions of the Counciland House 
of Representatives of Iowa, praying Congress io make a dona- 


tion of land to the inhabitants of the Naif breed track, in Lee’ 


county, E T., equivalent in amount to the 16th section, of which 
iiey have been deprived, > 


A memorial from the same body, praying Congress to make 


an appropriation to defray the expenses growing out ofthe dis 
pute between the authorities of the ted States, within the 
Territory of Jowa,and the State of ouri; ia the years 1838, 
239, and °40, in relation to the scxthern boundary of the said 
Territory. i : maa 

A memorial from the same. body, praying that immediate 
steps may be taken to extinguish the tide of the Sac and Fox 
Jadians to a whole ora part of their lands within the Territory. 
of Iowa, and have the same thrown open to setticment as soon 
as may be. 

Memorial from the same body, asking Cangress to make 
an apprepriation to complete the Peniientiary therein partly 
erected. 

A joint resolution of the two Houses of the Legislative As- 
sembly of tue Territory of Jowa, requestingtheir Delegate in 
Congress to use his irfuence to obtain au appropriation of 
twenty thousand dollars to defray the expenses of a conven- 
tion for the formation of a State constituiion for the future 
State of Towa. - 

A petition numerously signed by inhabitants of the central 
counties of Iowa, repreéenting that they suffer great inconve- 
nience for want ofa mail route, which shall cross the Missis- 
sippi at some point cqui-distant between Dubuque and Bur- 
lington, and praying Congress lo establish a route from Chi- 
cago, Hinois, via Dixon and New Albany, in said State, to 
Camanchee, T. T. thence via Vandenburg, Tipton, Cedar 
river post office, to Jowa city, in Johnson county, Jowa Ter- 
ritery. = 

A petition namerously signed by citizens of Whitesides 
county, Winois, and of Clinton, Cedar, and Johnson counties, 
in Iowa, praying Congress to continue route No. 2,620, from 
Fulton c:ty, illinois, to Iowa city, Iowa Territory, via Lyons, 
Independent Grove, the county seat of Clinton county, &c. 

From citizens of Washington county, lowa Territory, praying 
the establishmentof a mail route fiom lowa city, via Richmond, 
Washingiop, Brighton, and Fairfield, to Keosanqua, in Van 
Buren county, Iowa Territery. 

From citizens of Clark and Van Buren counties. in Missouri 
and Iowa, praying the establishment of a weekly mail route 
from Alexandra, near the mouth of the Des Moines, in Clark 
county, Missouri, via St. Francisville and Water'oo, in Mis- 
souri, thence to Farmington, Lexington, Bentonsport, and Keo- 
sanqua, in Van, Buren county, Iowa Territory. 

From ciizeasof Lee county, Towa Territory, praying the 
caiablishim fram Fort Madison, in Lee 
county, Via igion, in Van Bwen county, 
Jowa Territory 

From citizens of the same county, asking the establishment 
ofa route from Keokuck, in Lee county, via Ambrosia, Frank- 
jin, and Tuscarora, to Mount Pleasant, in Henry county, lowa 
Territory. 

A petition numerously signed by citizens of Missouri and 
Iowa, praying the establishment of & mai! route from Palmyra, 
in Missouri, via Monticello and Waterloo, to Keosanqua, lowa 
Territory, thence by Fairfield, Washington, and Towa city to 
Dubuque, Ios a Territory. aed 

A petition signed by many citizens of Lee county, Iowa Ter- 
‘yitory, praying Congress to pass a law for re-renning the north 
ern boundary line of the tract of tand set apart forthe use and 
benefit of the half-breeds of the Sac and Fox nation; so as to 
make the same correspond with a due cast line &om a point 
“one hundred miles north of the mouik of the Kansas river.” 

Two petitions, signed by many citizens of the same county, 
remonstra'ing against any mterfercnce on the part of Congress 
with the seid line. 

A petition from ns of Towa, praying for the establish- 
meatof a mail ron n Alexandria, in Missouri, via St. 
Francisville, Sweet Home, Farmington, Bonaparte, Bentons- 
port, Keosanqua, to lowavilie, lowa Territory. 

Two petitions from citizens of Lee county, lowa Territory, 

rayine the establishment of a mail route from Keokuck, via 
West Point, McCarverstown, and Mount Pleasant, to Jowa city, 
the seatof government of said Territory. 

Two petitions from citizens of same coun 


ray ing the es- 
2 Ambrosia, 
Franklin, Tuscarora, and Mount Pleasant, to Towa city, Towa 
Territory. 

From citizens of Henry county, 
establishment of a mail roure fro 
hicOarve! 

From ¢ 
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jilee on the Pest Office and Post 
j 7 f esta 

ourt 
by John Lewis‘s resi- 
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Mr. TALLMADGE presented a memorial nu- 
merously signed by citizens of Troy, New York, 
asking a redeetion of the pay cf members of Con- 


* 


gress to-five dollars. per day. ‘and theit milea 
ten dollars for every hundred miles, for. 
mitation for the long sessions of Congr 
day of May. Se ty a ET 
Mr. STURGEON precented 2 petition from:cis 
tizens of Bradterd ecunty, ‘Pennsylvania, forthe 
establishment of a certain mail route: referred: to: 
the Commitlee‘on the Post Office and Post Roads, 
Mr. EVANS presented a petition from Wm, K. 


Weston, asking tht a bond deposited by him: in — 


the War Department, for the faithful performance 
of a contract with the Government, may be can- 
celled: referred to the Committee on Commerce, ~. 

Ga motion of Mr. WOODBURY, it was ordered. 
that the memorial of David Stone, praying remu» 
neration for military services rendered, and losses 
sustained during the Jasi war, be taken from the 
files of the Senate, and referred to the Committee 


on Claims. 


. Mr. GRAHAM, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, made and adverse reporton the claim of 
Rhoda Briggs; which was ordered to lie on the ta, 
ble and he printed. TE ; 
Mr.. BENTON stated that there were. about 

fourteen husdred. and ninety copies of the cen» 
sus of 1840, on deposite in the Library of Con» 
gress,a greaicr number than was rcquisite, and < 
therefore submitted the following resolation, which 


was agreed to: : 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Library be instrueted 
to inquire what disposition oughttq be made of the remaining 
copies of the sixth census, which have been placed in the Lis 
brary of Congreas, subject to the order of Congress. ` 


THE COMPROMISE ACT—REVENUE—THE DISTRI. 
BUTION ACT—RETRENCHMENT, i 

Mr. CLAY remarked that, several days ago, he 
intimated his purpose to present several resolutions 
to the Senaʻe, on various subjec's of publie impor- 
tance. He held these resolutions in kis hand, and 
nad risen for the purpose of reading them. It was 
not his intention to ask their immediate consideras 
tion, but to suggest that a'day be set apart for that 
purpose. In presenting them at this time, he would 
observe that upon these, as upon other questions of 
great importance, he had felt it to be his duty to 
conznit some of his friends as to the propriety of 
the step; and the result was that the greater part of 
the resolutions met with a general toneurrence of, 
opinion; but, so far as regards two or three of them, 
there was some diversity of opinion, which he 
hoped w: uld be reconciled, after a full cpnsidera- 
tion of the subjects involved. : 

The resolations were thea read, as fellows: - 

1. Resolved, That itis the duty of the General Government, in 
conducting 1s adininisiration, to provide an adequate revenue 
withing the year to meet the curvent expenses of the year; and 
that any expedient either by loan or by Treasury notes, to sup- 
ply, in time of peace, a deficiency of revenue, especially dur-_ 
ing successive years, is unwise, and must lead to pernicious 
consequences, g 

2, ReSolved, That such an adequate revenue carinot be ob. 
tained by duties on foreign imports, without, adopting a higher 
rate than twenty per cent. as provided for in the Compromise 
act, which, atthe time of its | assage, was supposed and as- 
hatwould supply a suficient revenue for an 
istration of the Government, 


3. Re 6% vate of duties on foreign 
import } the rateof twenty per 
cent ftwsenty-six millions of 


-xpenses of Government, 
dein, andiwo millions as a 


uwenty-uwe fod 
yinert of tt 


dolar 


wo for tb 


ons of revenue, the principles of the 


sion, for 
requiring t 
tingency ofa higher rate of 
xc repealed. ee 
$ 6. Resolred, That it is the duty of the Government at all 
i ally in a season such as now exists of gar 
. rasstucnt and pecuniary distress, to abolish all use- - 
less institudons and offices, to curtail all unnecessary €xpenaes, 
: Lecouomy. ; . oe 

the contingent expenses of the two Houses 
to be ereatiy reduced; and the mileage of 
ought to be regulated and more clearly 


of the judicial department 


A That the ex enses 3 a 
bed Ehabtie P peen greatly increased, and 


nament have, of late years, 
> diminished. K . M 
oe Oe That the diplomatic relations of the Usited 
fore have been üanecesarily extended 
a a last twelve yeats,and ought to be reduced. 
: eee That the jranking privilege ought to be fur. 
ther restricted, the abusive uses of i restrained and punished, 
the postage on letters reduced, the mode of estimating distances 
more clearly defined and prescribed, and a small addition to 
postage made on books, pamphlets, and packages, transmitted 
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ould be adhered to; and that, espe- ~ 


by the mail, to. be graduated and increased according to their 
respective weights. . 

li. Resolved, That the Secretaries of State, of the Treasur 
of the War, and of the Navy Departments, and the Postman 
ter General, be severally directed; as`soon as practicable, to 
report what offices can be abolished, and what retrenchment 
of public expenditure can -be made without public: detriment 
i tie respective branches. of the publie service under their 
charges” >- 

Dir, CLAY rose to suggest a day for the conside- 
ration of the resolutions, in doing which he would 
be happy to accommodate that motion to the sug- 


gestion of any member of the Senate. He sug. 


gested this day week, if it would méet-the appro- 7 


bation of the Senate, - 

Mr. CALHOUN remarked ihat the resolutions 
were of the gravest importance, and should be felly 
examined, and acted upon with great deliberation. 
He rose to suggest the propriety of so disposing of 
the resolutions ax to afford to Senators an oppor- 
tunity of discussing them doubly, if they thought 
it necessary. He woald, therefore, suggest that 
the Senate would, on the day proposed for their 
consideration, resolve itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, to consider them. 
The resolutions, he believed, went for an entire 
change of lan, were a violation ot the compromise 
act, and wént for increasing ihe burdens on the 
people.. Therefore, io ascertain what retrenchment 
can be made in the expenses of the Government, 
all the :ubj-cts proposed fer action should be dis- 
eussed with great deliberation, He would, when 
the day arrived for the considerauon of the resolu- 
tions, make the motion indicated. 

Mr.: CLAY would have no objection to a tho- 
reugh and ample consideration ot the resolutions 
ia any. form ia which the Senate might throw it- 
self; bat the Senator from South Carolina would 
see that his object could be obtained without 
taking the particular course which he (Mr. Car- 
noun) had suggesied; Yor, if the resolutions be 
disposed of effimmatively, it must be by action 
upon themja bul woud then be brought forward, 
and-thus'a second opportunity be presented for éis- 
cussion. He had no sort of objeciion to a com- 
miitee of the whole; and he did not mean to anti- 
cipate the discussion which would arise on tbe me- 
rits of the resolutions, but he thought that, when 
the subject should come up, he could show that 
the Senator from South Carolina was greatly mis- 
taken in supposing that the Compromise act was 
to be violated is spirit, and he would endeavor 
to show that the resojunons on tre rare of davies 
were in conformily to that act and but carried out 
ils piluciples, 

Oa his motion the resolutions were postponed 
till Thursday week next; and ordered to be printed. 
THE AVJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS, 

The resoiution ted by Mr. KING, pro- 
posing to ñx the 3f x of May next ior the ad- 
journment of Congress sine die, came up for con- 
sideration. 

Mr. RING said that, if they should pass the 
resolution, and d it ts the House, that branch 
of the Legislature, as well as the Senate, would 
arrange their business accordingly; and thus they 
would be ready to adjourn at the time suggested. 
He hoped that the resoluion would be adopted, 
and trusted t there was no desire ony where to 
protract the sesion beyond the summer months, 
put if no time be fixed, they would not bo able to 

leave the city until the end of Jaly. The extra 
session extended through more than three months, 
and, if Congress should adjoura on the 30ih of 
May next, they wilthea have had a continuus 
session of nearly ten months in the course of one 
year. He could o necessity for an extension 
of the session beyond that time, unless gentlemer 
wished to gain a great repu'ationin the country, 
not because they had attended to their business, 
but because they had made a great display of rhe- 
toric anda grcat speceh; and he should like to see 
a curtailment of the speeches, for it was highly 
probable that their constituents ecnuld get along 
equally as weil withen', as with, such lengthy de- 
bates which repeatedly occurred, and fur some of 
which lhere was no necissity whatever. Ifa day 
was fixed for the adjournment, legisiation 
would be shaped with reference to that day; useless 
. debate would be prevented, and the business of 
the nation would be more fully and better attended 
ù but if a day was not fixed, they would go on 
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inthe usual way of discussing small matters, and 
thús-procrastinate action.on the important busi- 
ness; and extend the session to an indefinite pe- 
ried. The sessions, he said; had become almost 
perpetual—had become a great burden to the peo- 
ple,-anda public nuisanee. He, for one, wanted to 
go home and attend to some of his. private affairs, 
which had suffered total neglect by these protract- 
ed sessions. . . 

Mr. CLAY said that the proposition was, that 
a day should be fixed for the adjournment of Con- 
gress moře tuan three months ia advance, and the 
proposition was made in that branch of the Legis- 
lature which-was comparatively small when com- 
pared with the number of members composing the 
otber House, and which could prepare itself atany 
time for an adjournment. A proposition of this 
kind, at this early period, was premature, as they 
were scarcely, as yet, in the vestibuie of the pubiic 
business, for very little had been done in either 
House of Congress. He did not see that any 
great importance should be attached to this move- 
ment; but he assured the Senater from Alabama, 
and he presumed that he could also speak for his 
own friends, that there was no ofe who was not 
anxious to abbreviate the session as much as pos- 
sibie. When became here, he had hoped thet 
this session would be shortened in proportion to the 
exira sesso, and he was glad to see a disposi‘ion 
manifested to effect that desirable object; but, for 
the reasons which he had stated, could not see the 
the slightest advantage or utility in the movement, 
and therefore moved to, lay the resolution on the 
table; bat withdrew the motion at the suggestion of 

Mr. HENDERSON, who remarked that he 
hoped that the Senate would fix upon an early day 
for an adjournment; for, after the termina'ion of 
the extra session, he merely had time to reach 
home, and, before he could attend to his private 
business, he was obliged to return to Washington. 
It was full time to arrest almost interminable de- 
bates, and he felt satis@ed that if the members had 
the time fixed for the adjournment, this evil would 
be remedied, and the business of Congress made to 
conform to the period designated. i 

Mr. CALHOUN thought that if the Senators 
would put themselves to work in earnest, they 
would be prepared to adjourn on the day proposed, 
and all the publ'c business could ba as well, if not 
b ter transacted than if the session was protracted 
to an indefinite period. He believed the only way 
to put a stop to the interminable discussions on uu- 
important matters, was io limit the length of the 
session by fixing aday. He would give his vote 
for it cheerfully. They had been for the greater 
part in session since the new Administration had 
been in power, and if this stale of things should 
continus, gentlemen would necessarily have to 
make many private sacrifices. 

Mr. CLAY renewed his motion to lay the rezo- 
Iwion on the table, and 

Mr. KING asked for the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered; and he observed that, aldhough any 
remarks might now be out of order, he trusted that 
he might be permitted to say that the evils growing 
ont of the procrastimation cf business ought to be 
resisted by the good sense of the country; and if the 
resolution sheuld be laid upon the table, the pros- 

ect of fixing upon an early day for an adjourn- 
ment, would be preeluded, 

The question was then taken, and the resolution 
was Jaid upon the table—yeas 21, nays 16, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Wessrs. Bates, Berrien, Choate, Clay 
of Kentucky, Clayton, Evans, Graham, Hun- 
tington, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Pheips, 
Porter, Prentiss, Rives, Simmons, Smith of In- 
diana, Southard, Tallmadge, White, and Wood- 
bridge—21. 

NAY3—Messrs, Allen, Barrow, Benton, Becha- 
nan, Celhoun, Falton, Henderson, King, Linn, 
Pierce, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, 
Tappan, Weocbury, and Young—16. 

The Senate then took up the resolution sabmit- 
ted by ir. Murarck a few days ago, proposing 
the adoption asa joint rule that no amendment 
which involved an appropriation not called for by 
pre-existing laws, should be made in either House 
to the appropriation bills. 
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Mr. SMITH of Indiana doubted the propriety 
of such a resolution; if, however, it were so medi- 
fied as to provide that no amendment which pro- 
posed to appropriate money should be moved by 
any individual, unless the amendment had under- 
gone the investigation of a committee, it would 
have a-better effect; but the shape in which the re- 
solution was now presented, prevented any amend- 
ment whatever to be made to appropriation bilisby 
the Senate. a i 

Mr. KING tendered his thanks to the Senator 
from Maryland for introducing the resolution. 
Every Senator knew that whenever appropriation 
pills came up, they were overloaded with amend- 
ment after amendment, to which Senators were 
ofien obliged to assent, otherwise the bills coald 
not pass both Houses, It was aa evil which gen- 
tlemen perceived at every session, and bilis wera 
very improperly thrust through in this way, some. 
of them giving large sums to members in the shape 
of books. He hoped that the Senator from India- 
na would see the propriety of this resolation, and 
let it pass, as it would disembarrass appropriation 
bilisand confine Congress to the appropriations 
made in pursuance of law. 

Mr. MERRICK desired to remark to the Sena- 
tor from Indiana, that be mistook his intention, 
and he seemed to suppose that if the rule should be 
adopted, the Senate wouid be cut off from their 
rigat of making. amendments to appropriation 
bills. Now, the resolution expressly excluded only 
such amendments to general: appropriation bills as 
were not called for by pre-existing laws, and the 
general scope of appropriation bills was to appro- 
priate for what was provided by law, but this rule 
was to prevent the introduction of objects not at all 
germain. 

Mr. CLAY was in favor of the resolution, but, 
as it came on the Senate somewhat by surprise, he 
would move that it be printed and laid on the ta- 
ble, so ‘hat Senators might turn their attention to 
jis principles, and at a future time adopt this, or 
some other resolution, with a view to accomplish so 
desirable an object as was designated. 

Mr. MERRICK acquiesced in the suggestion of 
the Senator from Kentucky. 


POSTPONEMENT OF THE BANKRUPT LAW. 

Mr. BENTON said that he was anxious to Aas- 
certain the sense of the Senate on the bill to post- 
pone the operation of the Bankrupt law until the 
Ist day of July, 1842, and for that purpose he 
moved that the Senate now proceed to its conside- 
ration. 

Mr.CLAY. Agreed, agreed. . 

Mr. BENTON. All I want is an expression of 
the sense of the Senate. 

Mr. CLAY. We had better take up the bill 
and vote on it at once. 

The bill was then taken up and considered as in 
committee of the whole, and there being no motion 
to amend, it was reported to the Senate, and 

The question now being, “Shall the bill be en- 
grossed fora third reading?” the yeas and nays 
were demauded and ordered. 

Mr. RIVES begged leave to say a word or two, 
and remarked that he had voted against the pas- 
sage of the Bankrupi bill, and he had also voted in 
favor of its repeal; and since then his mind had 
not undergone the slightest change. He felt a 
deep sympathy for those whom the act was design- 
ed to benefi!, but he had not, after the most atten- 
tive consideration, been able to bring his mind to 
the conclusion that it ought to bea lawof the 
land, and he thought it would not so continue. But 
he saw no sort of necessity in agitating the public 
mind with regard to the postponement. of its 
operation—it could do no possible good. He 
might say, therefore, that, while his former con- 
viciions remained unchanged, and while he felt 
timself at liberty to ‘vote for a repeal of, or for an 
amendment tò, the law, he could not vote for the 
proposition now before the Senate, as it involved 
the interests of a numerous portion of the commu- 
nity. He would repeat, that, while he was ready 
to vote for a repeal, he could not consent to agitate 
the public mind upon this question. 

The question was then taken and decided in the 
negative—yeas 18, nays 23, as follows: 

YEAS—Messis. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 


houn,, Fulton, Graham, King, Linn, McRoberts, 
Pierce, Prentiss, Sevier, Smith cf Connecticut, 


Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Woodbury, Wright, | 


` and Young—I8. | 
JNAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Choate, 


Clay, Clayton, Evans, Henderson, Huntington, | 
Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Milier, Morehea:!, Phelps, . 
Porter, Preston, Rives, Smith of Indiana, Southard, ` 


Tallmadge, White, and Woodbridge—23. 

So the bill was rejected. : 

E THE DISTRICT BANKS. 

A message was received from the Honse, stating 
that the had passed an act to suspend, for a limiled 
time, so much of the charters of the banks of the 
District of Columbia as prohibits them from cireu- 
lating the notes of non-specie- paying banks of the 
adjoining States. 

Mr. CALHOUN presented a memorial from 
Charleston, South Carolina, asking the restoration 
of a mail route from Aiken to Greenville; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

Mr. McROBERTS presented the petition of Seth 
M. Leavenworth, asking iademnity for losses.sus- 
tained by the annulment of his contract for carry- 
ing the mail, by the Postmaster General: referred 
to the Committee ,on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. SEVIER presented additional documents 

- relating to the claim of Geo, Daval for Indian de- 
predations; which were referred to the Cominittee 
on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. MILLER presented a remonstrance on the 
subject of the Bankrupt law. 

On motion of Mr. KING, it was 

Ordered, That Joshua Kennedy be authorized to 
obtain copies of his petition and papers on the fies 
of the Senate, relative. to the location of certain 
land. 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, it was 

Ordered, ‘Yat Col. Henry Gratiot have leave to 
withdraw his petition and papers frora the files of 
the Senate. 

The resolution reported from the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads, directing the Post- 
master General to re-examine and settle the claim of 
Geo. Whitman, a contractor, for carrying the mail 
from Mobile to New Orleans, was taken up and 
passed. 
. On motion of Mr. CLAY, the Senate took up 
the joint resolutions submitted by him, to amend 
- the Constitution of the United States, in the follow- 
ing particulars, viz. 


Ist. To restrict the veto power. 2d. To take from the Exe- 
cutive the power to appoint the Secretary of the ‘Treasury and 
the Treasurer, and vest it exclusively in the two Houses of 
Congress. 3d. To prevent the appointment of members of 
Congress to civil office, under the authority of the United States, 
from and during the time for which they are elected, 


Mr. MOREHEAD asked the indulgence of the 
Senate while he submitted a few observations on 
the resolutions submitted by his distinguished col- 
league some time ago, and now called up for further 
consideration. He had listened attentively to the 
comments of the Senator on his right. [Mr. Pres. 
TON,] and of the Senator on his left, [Mr. Bucaa- 
NAN,] when the subject was under discussion on 
two previous occasicns, and while he acknowledged 
the ability and eloquence with which both opposed 
the resolutions, he was forced to say that they had 
failed to convince him that they were right. Fie 
regretted that the very eloquent speech of his dis- 
tinguished friend from South Carolina [Mr. Pres. 
Ton] had not been reporied, but the very elequent 
remarks of the Senator from Pennsylvania, which 
he had read attentively in priat,covered, he believed, 
the whole ground taken by both Senators; and 
in replying to it, he conceived he would be replying 
to the arguments of his friend from South Carcliva, 
as well as to those of the Senator from Pennsyiva- 
nia. 

He found in the reported speech of the latter 
that the three main grounds of opposition to the re- 
solutions were: First, because the veto power is a 
purely Democratic power, and ought not to be 
touched on that account; secondly, because it is 
nothing more than an appeal to the people occa- 
sioning no farther inconvenience than s short delay 
in the passage of the law, ifthe law should prove 
, to have the assent of the people; and thirdly, be- 


. 


cause it can effect much good by arresting ‘Yash, 


ness, 
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hasty, immature, and improper legislation, while 
it cannot be dangerous, inasmuch as -the people 


will ultimately decide and control the action of the 
Executive. j g : 

To these three points, the principal part of Mr. 
Morengap’s argumenis was divecied. He refer- 
red to the republics of antiquity, and to the history 
of modern Governments, to show that the veto 
power was not parely Democratic, and thatits ef- | 
tect, however its object might have been intended, 
was conservative of executive power, In relation 
to the second position, that it was only an appeal to 
the peonle, he argued that the possession of power 
by the Exee:vive with all the emoluments and pa- | 
tronage of office at his disposal, drew around him 
an artificial support which counteracted the popu- 
Jar will, and that, therefore, the real voice cf the 
majority of the pedple against the exercise of the 
power could not be obtained, and if it could, would 
be lost in the shadow of personal popularity, as in 
the instance of General Jackson. | 

With regard to the third position, that it might 
effect much good, and could not.be dangerous, he 
argued the converse from the experience of every 
Republic in which the veto power had existed, ‘Zo. 
it he attributed the downfai! ef all the Republics of 
the ancient ani modern world. He argued that 
feeble an3 harmiess as it seemet, in its infancy, its 
tendency was to increase in streagth with years, till 
finally it overthrew all restraints, and usurped all 
other powers. : i 

After an argument of nearly two hours, enforce- | 
ing these views, Mr, M. conciuded; and, 

On motion of Mr. BERRIEN, tae Senate went 
into Executive session, and shortly after ad- 
journed. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tusspay, February 15, 1842, 
PATENTS. 

On leave given, Mr. McCLELLAN, of New York, sub- 
mitted a motion that 5,099 extra copies of the report 
of the Commissioner of Patents be printed for the use of the 

onse. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia would be glad, he said, to hear a | 
single reason why this motion shold be agreed to. 

My. MCLELLAN said that the report contained very valu- 
able information in relation to the agricultural statistics in dif- 
ferent States, compiled from the recent census, and from other 
sources of information. Ii was a very important document, 
and he hoped that no objection would be made to his motion. 
He would himseif have been in favor of printing 10,000 copies, 
as, he repeased, the report contained very valuable information 
which would be useful to the country. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Indiana, moved to amend the motion 
by striking ont “five” and inserung “ten” thousand. 

Mr. McCLSLLAN accepted {he amendmentas a modifica- 
tion of hisown motion. 

Ar. TRIPLETY called for the reading of the resolution as 
modified; which having been real— 

The question was taken, and the resolutionas modified, was 
adopted. 

Mr. LINN, of New York, oa his own motion, was excused 
from further service as a member of the Committee on Expen- 
ditures in the Department of War. 

The reason assigned by Mr. L. for this motion was that his 
other duties on committees engrossed his whole time. 

DISTRICT BANKS. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD rose and asked leave to state two facts, 
to which he begged the House to listen, as the basis ofa motion 
he was about to make, 

No objection being made— 

Mr. U. proceeded. Oa the first day of March, the banks of 
this District would be prohibired from using the paper of non- 
specie paying banks. '#hey could povafter that time pay it 
out, and, of course, they could not teceiveit. The effe 
wound be, that every dollar due hy the people of this 
District world be converted i 


by the banks into a specie de- 
mand, aad they would have tu pay upwards of two millions of 
specie. 

There was a bill before the House postponing the time when 
this exaction 0a the people of this District was to be made until 
the let day of March, 1843. Ifthe House intended to pass that | 
bill, he asked thatit be now taker up 

Messrs, STE 20D, MALLORY, and other gentlemen 


, INDERWOOD, supposing (he said) that the Louse 
did not intend ta throw the District into such 
moved asuspension of the rules, fur the purpose of taking 
the bill. 
Mr. SMIE of Virginio asked the yeas and nays on that mo- 
tion. 
Mr, SUMMERS inquired of the Speaker what was the regu- 
ar business of the moming hour? i A 
The SPEAKER said it was the report of the Select Commit- 


tee on Retrenchment. $ 
i 


Mr. S. moved that the House proceed to the regular busi- 


The SPEAKER said that the gentleman from Kentucky i 
(Mr. Uxpexwoop] had submitted, as he had a right to do, 
a motion to suspend the rule; and the question was on tha 
motion. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said the House dispose of the bi before 
they could take ihe yeas and nays on the motion to suspend the 
role; and, as he did not wish to waste the time of the House, he 
would withdraw his motion. , 

So the motion to suspend the rules wae withdrawn. 


eaten east 28 


i 
if i aoe; 
lt had sioce that time been confirmed in: that opinion. 
EF 

H 


A message was reteived from the.P jhe. United 
States, bythe handsof Joun Tyrer, Ji; Esq: hie Privat set 
ary. < : : : ve 
spite ack REPORT ON RETRENCHMENT. © pto; 

e business of the morning hour ‘was the report -heretofo: 

_ made by Mr. SUMMERS, from. the Melect Commities on R 
trenchment, and which concludes witha series of: resolu 
of which the first is inthe folluwirg words: te 


sistant clerks authorized b 
on the 6th day of March, 18° 


, and: the 1lth'day of October, 


law, at tho annual salary vow received by them, t tively; 
aoa e he employ no realer number of PAO AEE 
ime in his office, unless permitte it FEROA 
lution of the House. pertited ao to do py an rder eee 

Mr. SUMMERS (chairman of the committee) said he pre- 
sumed it would be the pleasure of the House to consider these 
resolutions separately. He would move a verbal amendment 
to the resolution, to strike outthe word-“thrce,” and after. the 
word “assistant”? insert “as,” ‘his committee, (Mr. 8,- con- 
tinued,) Charged with the examination of the contingent ex- 
penses of the House, and with the duty of ascertaining and re- 
porting to the House whether, in the spinion of the committee, 
agreater number of persons were engaged id the service of the 


ed that duly w:th an economical view to the services of the 
House, and with a due and fair regard to’ the interests of the 
persons employed. Jt was not his purpose to detain the House 
with an elaborate account of the labors of that committee, ag 


Representatives, and the au:hority in the several cases. B. sides 
the chicfelerk, there were six clerks authorized by-acte of 
Congress, threa by resolutions of the House, and. two not aw: 
thorized by resuiutions or acts of Congress. These two. came: 
into the service of the House, or ‘at least were firss known, by” 
the appropriation bill of December, . ‘They were not spe 
cifically camed in that bill, and it.wasonly known that. they 
were provided for ty the fact that the amount of this bill was 
$3,000 more than of former bills. ‘These clerks were in no other 
manner recognised as in the service of the House. One of the 
clerks authorized by the resolution of 1826 seemed to have 
been employed oniy as a temporary clerk. The committee 
simply propose that the three clerks authorized. by resolu- 
tion should be continued in the secvice of the House, together 
with the six authorized by law, and tiat no other be employed 
without the order of the House. The opinion of the committee 


and resolution, was suficient during the recess of Congrers; 
They therefore proposed simply to Jegilimate those already in 
the Seryice, and provide that the clerk should not at, his plea- 
sure introduce into the service ofthe House other clerks. Pre- 
suming that the report ofthe committee had been looked into 
by the members of the House, he would not trespass on the 
time ofthe Mouse. Ue thought that the resolution furnished 
an ample clerical force as a permanent provision; and if, at 


ed, it shouid be wiih the knowledge of the House, 

Mr. GORDON moved so to amend the resolution as to pro- 
vide thatthe Clerk ofthe House be awihorized to continue the 
number of assisiant clerks now employed im his uffice, and 
which have been engaged therein since 1838, Rea 
G. saidhe wouldask why, at this time, a war was madè 
gainst two clerks of this House? He understood they were ne- 
ces; sand itstruck him that there was como other reason 
for this than retrenchmentand reform. He thought the pre: 
sent number of clerks was necessary to. transact’ the public 
business, and we should not begin to reform here. Jie would 
not raisga war against the clerks of this House that he might 
have the fame of being in favor of retrenchment. He had ho 
doubt but there were officers in this Government whose salaries 
were too high, and he would go to cut them down. ‘The very 


a war against two deputy Clerks ofthis House, 

Mr. FILLMORE said he did not rise. to enter into this debate, 
batto ask the mover of this amendment to specify the number 
of clerks. It vrould otherwise hereafter become a question of 
fact how many clerks were now in the service of the House, as 
referred to in the resolation, He therefore s posted som OX 
pression should be made that should clearty indicate the nuraber 
ntended. 

Mr GORDON, ina 
dified his ¢ 


ecordance with t 
s to provide 
cierke, 


therein since 1838. 
en occ»sion to make 
rks of the House, 
Committee of Ac- 


ithe officers employed hy the . Te caine then to the 

conviction that the number of clerks employed was not too 

many. He was inced ihen,as now, that the number ef, 

clerksempioy for the ef 
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whole time was odcupied, and 
h this Governnient.that labored 
ider this full conviction, 
the gentleman from New 
a would examine the duties. 


amendi 
uir gender 


of these ¢ 
i same conclusio 

Mr. W 
fore the Hou 


i, the ather day, when this resolution was be- 
ie had thought that there was ati ex press aux 
thority of law. for the employment of these two Se 
reas passed an act making appropriations for the salaries 
vin ofiicers therein named, and for other purposes; from 
which he read. ‘That act provided generally for the salaries 
of officers authorized by. Jaw, aod prohibited appropriations 
for extra officers, providing that, when express appropriationa 
were made by by law for the empicyment of cierks, such em- 
ployment should not be deemed to be extra within the meaning 
githeact: Then the question arose whether thesestwo appro- 
i priation pills, authorizing the employment of these clerks, 


Car 


rivate Seere-: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be} and he is i r : 
authorized to continue in his office the services of the esas : 
lutions adopted: by the House, 


1837, in addition to the six assistant clerks how authorized by - 


Huse than were required by the public service, had perform: 


they were fully explained by the geport; “he referred to. the! res 
port, showing the number of clerks employed in the House’ of, 


was, that the presentnumber of clerks, as. recognised b 
3 g y law . 


any time, it was necessary that the number shouid be enlarg- ` 


first object of reform under this reforming Administration was ` 


ct o! the contingentfund | 


ukifarions as they were, they would reach the = 
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were express.appropriation bills “or not. The act of i833 ap- 


Ptopriated $40,009, and the next act of January, 1839, appro: 
priated $43,400, By reference to the estimates of that act they 
would find that two aduitional clerks were proposed, accounting 
for this additional appropriation. This was unquestionably a 
specific and express appropriation; and they couid include it in 
this‘appropriation bill without violating any principle whatever, 
He wished to inquire ofthe gentleman who introduced these 
resolutions {Mr. 5ummeRs] what salary he proposed for the as- 
sistant postmaster Of this House. He.could not ascertain from 
the report made. ` 

Mr. SUMMERS said that, so far as the examination of the 
committee had enabled them to ascertain,there was now no such 
Officer known as the assistant -postmaster to this House. The 
gentleman who performed this duty, and might be entitied to 
the nime, wasa messenger, and a messerger only. Ile, like 

ali the other messengers, till March, 1639, had received $2 
per day, Then his salary was raised to $3 per day, andon the 
next day that ofthe other messengers was raised to $2 50. 
The committee, in their report, recommended that the sa. 
larjes ofai] the messengers of the House should be $2 50 
per day. 'Thecomunittee said, if the labors of tha: individual 
_ Were more onerous than ofthe other messengers, let him be 
puton anannual salary. He knew of nothing that ought to 
entitle him to a larger salary than the other messengers uf the 
House. e 

Mr. WISE said that he knew, and all the members of the 
Youse could ascertain the fact, that this was a much more 
important. officer than the other messengers of this House. 
‘fe was responsible for bringing from the city post office the 
mail of this House, the importance of whick they ail knew. 
He was also shut up With che postmaster at the opening of the 
mail. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he hoped this question would not be 
discussed outof order, bnt that the debate would be cunfiaed to 
the resolusioa before them. 

Mr. WISE did not mean to enter into the general discussion, 
but would say that the duties of this officer were highly onerous, 
and of an importantirust. He wosemploy from 8 o’closk in 
the morning until 9 or 10 at night, and $2 50 per day was not a 
sufficient support for the mau—certainly not asufficent com- 
pensation for his services, i 

Mr. BRIGGS thought tbe gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
Wiss] was mistaken in his consiruction of the act of 1836. 1e 
would call the attention of the House to it. It was an act pro- 
viding for the salaries of certain oflicers thercin named, from 
which he read; ove of the provisions of Which was, that when 
appropriations were made by Jaw for the employ ment of clerks, 
such empluymeat should not be decmed extra within the mean. 
ing of theaboveact, The above act re red to was, he said, 
an act concerning the empioyment of cl by the War De- 
partment. ; 

Mr. WISE (Me. B. having yicided him the floor) said} 
ject in reading this Jaw was tO say tha gaitie tf i 
for which he contended the other day, th 
for increase of seretces should not be con 
ployment of ex'ra clerks, bul as a regar 
was the general principle which he ha:t contends, 
ed by that act.aud was now aprilicable. 

My. BRIGGS said that the principle established by th 
was, that in this specific case, where Congress by law made 
propriations for certain clerks, these clerk shud not be res 
garded as extra clerks. g . 

He futher referred to the aet, and sajid the provision therein 
for extra clervs was made by express terms to apply only to 
one class of clerks provided ior inihat bili, and that was, clerks 
an the War De Jasicadl of being a general p 
jt was aspec on, in relatisp only to one de 
and one cla 
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gentlenian from New York (Mr. Gorpon] thought thi 
case, yet they would find, if they followed out the principle, 
thar the amountol expenses tt 3 ned to the Govern- 
ment and the people would not beso tiling as the gentleman 
had supposed. Fle wished a portion of the report relaiing lo 
employinent of clerks might be read; which wa dungly 
done by the Cle ‘ 
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17 Phe question the: » 
portion of the clarks 


as, how shou'd they 


isted under an act of Congress, and ano- | 


ther portion under the resolutions of thë House. If an addi- 
tional number were legalized by-a-resolution, he would inquire 
ofthe chairman of the Committee of Waysanid Means if there 


wasany doubt in regard to the fact whether a resolution. 


would sufficiently legalize them?” 

Mr. FILLMORE said he would very cheerfully give his own 
opinion on this question if the gentleman desired it. dile did 
not Ses any necessary connection between the power to fill a 
vacancy.and the creating power to-make it, except so far as re- 
cognised by the Constitution. H the. point was, whether the 
Committee of Ways and Means deemed the creation of an offi- 
cer by a resolution sach a creation as authorized them to ap- 
propriate for it, the gentleman would perceive by the proviso 
to the very section of the appropriation bill they were now con 
sidering in Committee of the Whole, that the Committee of 
Ways and Meatis had provided that, wherever either House, by 
resolution, should empioy a clerk or other -ofticer, the appro- 
priatiations should covertis salary. Still they. did not consider 
that a resolution was a law within the meaning of the ruie; 

Mr. CUSHING. If the House adopt this resolation, the ap- 
propriation bin can be so worded as to cover the salaries of 
these two clerks? 

My. FILLMORE. Itdoes already. 

Mr. CUSHING said if they adopted this resolution, the 
question of order now. pending before the committee of the 
Whole might be disposed of. For this purpose, as he was 
anxiousthat the House should decide this question this mo; n- 
ing, he would call the previous question. 

{Cries of “Oh, na !? from several voices.] 

Mr. FILLMORE inquired of the Speaker if the morning 
hour had expired? 

The SPEAKER replied thatit had. 

And thesubject was then laid over till to-morrow morning, 
Mr. Cosare still retaining the floor. i 
APPORTIONMENT BILL. 

Mr. EVERETT rose to offer tution, which he gave no- 

tice he would call ep to-morrow morning. 
+ The SPEAKER said the resoluuon could only he offered by 
general consent. - 

Objection was made, fe 

Mr BVEREYLT asked that the resolution be read for informa- 
tien; and it was read accordingly. 

WIRE inqsired. of the Speaker whether the resolution 
in order? 

The SPEAKER. 
for information. 

Mr, WISE. "Asit contemplates an alteration of the rule, will 
itnat, when it comes up, require a vote of two-thirds? 

The SPEAKER saiilit would, 

Me RVERETY, J è to give notice that I shall offer the 
yesolution to-morrow morning, and shell move asuspension of 
the rales. 

Mr. CILI 


w 
It is not recsived, and bas only been read 


wed that the I: 


D) 


a resolve itself into 
ba Union. 


When the hasiuess on the spe 
The SPEAKER. Now:u 
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that Dustness raw, 
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Postmaster General gan appro- 
irsofthe building lately oc 
iment: referred to che Commmitice 


vied hy the Pos 
of Ways an? Means. 

Phe dill from Cie 
an additional kind effice ia the St 


ng for the establishment of 
te of Alabama came up in its 
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The flowing bill, heretofore reported by Mr, Unperwoon, 
fram the Commi strict of Columbia, came up in 
the order of bus ers table on the question of 
engrossmen! 
A BILL to suspend, for a limited time, the operation of a part at 

an act entitled “An act. to revive and extend the charters of 

certa . 

Beit enacicd by the & 


of the United S 
tha 


revive and e 
of Columbia? 


payments 
no probabi 

The of 
upon the pes 


that th 
their 


riet, was this: By theg 
the amended ch at the last session, the banks could 
not receive Virginia or Maryland paper. Of course, therefore, 
the people who owed the barks could not pay in Virginia or 


‘Joseph L. Wi 


Maryland paper. - The banks were now willing to receive that 
paper, provided Congress would allow them to do so; and to 
pay it out.again to those who were willing fotake it. But-if 
Congress refused fo the banks the liberty to receive it, of course 
the people o; the District could not pay. it, and they would. be 
required by the banksto pay in specie. The eff ct of refusing 
to pass this bill would be, that the whole amount due by the: 
people of the District to thé banks would be converted into & 
specie demand, and that, too, when the banks were willing to be 
paid in Virginia or Maryland paper if Congress was willing 
that they should pay itout. And that was the simple question 
presented to the Consideration of the House, . The “case; it 
secmed to him, was avery plain one. . j i 

One other fact he wished to staite, and then, he thought,. the 
House would have every thing before it which it was requisite 
to enable the members to voté understandingly on the question, ` 

The amount which the people of the District Gwed to the 
banks was something like two millions of dollars. He had not, 
in view of this present question, examined the reports made. at 
theextra session, and he spoke from general recollection; and, 
according to that, the amount was something like two millions, 
If, then, Congress refused to allow paymeni in Virginia and 
Maryland notes, it would convert the debt of the people to the 
banks into a specie demand of something like two millions of 
dollars. Now, when such an intimate connection existed -be- 
tween the people of this District and the people of the States of 
Virginia and Maryland, when the currency of the two States by 
which the people of the District were surrounded constituted’a 
large portion of the circulating medium, would Congress thus 
convert thigamount of liabilities into a specie demand, and say 
that these debts must be collected in specie? It appeared to 
hior chat the smal) boon provided by this bill should not be de- 
nisd. ' 

And then, in obedience toa v 
U. demanded the previous question. 

Mr. CLIFF GRD moved that the hill be Jaid on the table. 

Mr. McK EON asked (he yeas and nays, which were ordered; , 
and. being taken, were as follows: Lt F 
S> Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, Beeson, Birdseye, 

Boyd, Brewster, Aardn V. Brown, Charles Brown, 
William O. Buler, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C. 
d, Clinton, Coles, 
Mark A. Cooper, Cushing, Daniel, Richard D; Davis, Dean, 
Doan, Doig, Eastman, Juha O. rdwards, Ferris, John G. 
Floyd, William O. Goode, Gordon, Gustine, Gwin, Harris, 
Hays, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, Hunter, William 
W. Irwin, Keim, Lewis, Listtefield, Lowell, Abraham Me- 
Clellan, McKay, McKeon, Alfred Marshall, John T. Mason, 
Mathews, Mattocks, Medii, Stiller, Newhard, Oliver, Osborne, , 
Parcidge, Plumer, Reding, Reynolds, Riggs, Rogers, Roose- 
velt, Santord, aders, Shiclds, Wiliam Smith, Soyder’ 
Steenrod, Sumter, Sweney, Van Buren, James W. Williama, 

ms, and Weed—79. 4 
s, Adams, Alien, Landaff W., Andrews, Sher. 
Rabeeck, Beker, Barnard, 


y general voice therefor, Mr. 


Burke, 
Caldwell, Cary, Casey, Chapman, Cit 


man, Hoi 
iliam Ba 


m. H. Stuart, Joha T. St 
B. Taompson, Richard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, 
Tomlinsan, ‘friptett, Uaderwood, Van _Revssclacr. Wallace, 
Ward, Warren, WV. Edward D. White, Thomas W. 
Wiillams, Lewis Willis nristopher IE. Williams, Winthrop, 
Wise, Yorke; aud Augustus Young—107, 

xo the bill was not laid on the table. 

And the question recurring on the demand for the previous 
ion— 
re was asecond, 

And the main question was ordered to be now taken. 

Mr. KENNEDY of Indiana asked the yeas and nays thereon, 
which were ordered. 

And the main question, “Shall the bill pass?’ was then 
taken, and decided in the affirmative as follows: 

YEAS —Messrs. Adams, Lavdaif W. Andrews, Sherlock: J. 
Andrews, Arnold, Ay , Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Blair, 
Boardman, Borden, Brockway, Milton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, 
Cathoun, Thomas J. Campbell, ruthers, Chittenden. J.C. 
‘lark, Jas. Cooper, Cowen, Cransion, Cravens, Garrett Davis, 

i ds, Everett, Fessenden, Pillmore, A. Lawe 
Gates, Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Pa- 
abam, Granger, Habersham, Halstead, 

ings, Henry, Hudsor 
edy, Linn, Thomas P. Ma 


T 


ge. Stanly, S 
Summers, Tatia- 
n, Tillinghast, 
, Wallace, Ward, 
s W. Williams, 
Winthrop, Yorke, 


soa, Rich» 
verwood, Van Ran 
. E. D. White, T 
istopher Li, Winiar 
oung, and F Young—37. 
Atherten, 


Aaron why, Charics 
Patrick ©. Caldwell, 
: mK OA. 


i East- 
man Jobn ©. Bawar 

O. Goode, Gordon, G , Gwi 
Honkios, Honck, Houston, Hu 1, 
irwin, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Lane, È ittlefield, Low. 
ejl, Abraham McClellan, Robert MeCle MeKay, McKeon, 
Mallory, Alfred Marshail, John T. Mason, Mattocks, Medill, . 
er, Newhard, Osborne, Partridge, Ramsay, Reding, Rey- 
nolds, Riggs, Rogers, Roosevelt, Sinjor, Saunders, Shaw, 
Shiclis, Wiliam Smith, Snyder, Steenrod, Sumter, Sweney, 
Van Buren, Watterson, James W. Wiliams, Joseph L. Wil 
liam, Wise, and Wood—73, ` 5 A 

So the bill was passed, 


iam W. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


amiapl = = S 
: GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. : 

-Mr FILLMORE inquired of the Speaker whether all 
the public business on the’ Speaker’s table had been dis- - 
posed of? ° 
- "Ehe SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. : 

Mr; FILLMORE ‘moved that the House resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole.on thestate of the Union. 
“After some conversation between. Mr. FILLMORE and 


Mr. GENTRY, the former gentleman waived his mo:ion, to 


enable : 
“Mr. GENTRY to submit a motion made by him.on a former 
day, but withdrawn. 

Mr. G, said ke did not know sufficient of the parliamentary 
law to be aware whether. or not he hada right to preface hts 
motion with a few remarks explanatory of its object. 

The SPEAKER said it could only be done by general con- 
Bent. 

“Mr. GENTRY then moved that the Committee of the Whole 
on the state ofthe Union, to whom House bill No. 74 (being the 
“pill making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic ex- 


-. penses of the Government for the year 1842”) had been referred, 


‘ 


. had marked the latter history of this Government, 


be instructed te strike out every item of appropriation which 
was not authorized by existing laws. % 

‘Mr. G. was proceeding to make some remarks, when 

Mr. BOWNE objected. 

But, after a brief conversation between Messrs. GENTRY, 
BOWNE, FILLMORE, and.the SPEAKER— 

“Mr. BOWNE, at the suggestion of Mr. Frnumore, withdrew 
his objection. Fa 

Mr. GENTRY said that he had observed, when the House 


” was'in Committee of the Whale on Thursday last, and had the 


Mivil and Diplomatic Appropriation bil} under consideration, 
that the Committee of Ways and Means He 
companying that bill, laid ie i 


iple of reform which 
was calculated to lead to th alutary..consequences. 
He. was serious in that declaratio#&. Yet he had been 
sorry to perceive that, after laying own a sound and salu- 
tary general principle of legislation; they themselves seenied 
in some degree to shrink fram its application. The prin- 
ciple was this: that no item shouid be included in any ap- 
propniation bill which had not the express sanction of Jaw. 
This was a principle which thg Mouse had recognised and 
sanctioned, by inserting it as one of the rules of order which 
should govern its proceedings. And according to the deci- 
sion of the gentleman who had then occupied the chair of the 
Committee of the Whole, [Mr, Casey,] the rule was one 
which must be observed. Yet the Committee of Ways and 
‘Means, in reporting this bill, had not governed themaciyes 
by thatrule, They had, inceed, expressed their assent to it, 
just so far as was necessary to bring it to the notice of the 
House; and yet they had inserted in their bill items not 
sanctioned by any law, thus acting in the very face of the 
principle they had themselves Jaid down. The question of 
order having been raised by a gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, [Mr. Cusurne,]. the chairman of the Commiice of 
the Whole had decided that an amendment of the bill, toin- 
clude items which were not sanctioned by Jaw, was not in order. 
Sci, the chairman of the Finance Committee had himsalf 
stated to the House that the committee had already inserted items 
of that description in the billto the amount of $82,216, Yes, 
an amount of appropriation amounting to upwards of eighty 
thousand dollars was avowedly asked for objects not legalized 
by-any actof Congress: for objects whicha rule of the House 
‘prohibited to be introduced into such a bill, Now, what Mr. G, 
ad- proposed in the instructions be had moved was, that the 
Committee of Ways and Means be required to act out their own 
principle, and, in conformity with it, to strike cut every item of 
appropriation not covered by law. He considered the motion 
asone of vast importance, because of the principle it embo- 
died.” Some approved the object Mr. G. bad in view, but differ- 
ed ftom him as to the mode of reaching it, They wished, ashe 
wished, that this appropriation bill should appropriate the 
public money for nothing that had notthe express sanction of 
jaw. But they said there was no need of moving instructions 
of this kind in the House, because every item not warranted by 
law could,successively, be stricken outin committee; and so long 
as they were kept out of the bill, what difference did it make 
how that was done? But Mr. G. must be permitted to say thatin 
his view it nade a very great difference. In the one case members 
acted under the liability to have their voles recorded by yeas 
and nays, and thusmade known to their constituents: in the 
other they did not, No yeas and nays could be called in com- 
mittee, and the Journal would not show whether a member was 
even present when the bill was discussed. But this was not all. 
By adopting these instructions, the House solemnly and delibe- 
rately asserted the princy le; but by simply striking out tems 
in Committee of the Whole, no principle was expressed. The 
expression of opinion would be emphatic if the House, after a 
general appropriation bill had been prepared hy the Committee 
of Ways and Means and actually reparted to the House, should 
recommit it, with orders to strike out every item not covered by 
iaw. This would be to conform to that great and vital principle 
of Republican doctrine, the necessity of specific appropriations; 
a principle, the departure from which had been one main cause 
of that vast and profligate expenditure of the public treasure,and 
that boundless multiplication of offices and emoluments, which 
Tt was this 
which had enabled the Houses of Congress themselves, as well 
as every department of the Executive Government, to increase 
-offices, with the salaries attached to thern, to an extent commen- 
surate with, and regulated only by, the will of those who, for 
the’ time being, might hold and wield the patronage of the Go- 
vernment. A sum of $42,000 was appropriated for general ob- 
jects, not specified; under which appre viation various cxtra 
clerks and officers of every erade and description had been cre- 
atedtoan extent uniold. Should the House refuse the instruc- 
tions he had proposed, they would sanction all’ that had iv this 
way been done, and would be acting egainat the good sound old 
Jefferaonian principle which they were all acc stomed so highly 
to eulogize, What had Jefferson said in irsi message to 
Congress? Mr. G. had, by accident, been reading the passage 
this morning, and, finding it so very much to the point, he had 
written out an extract to be used in the present argument, Mr. 
G. here read as follows: amt 
In our case, tou, of the public contributions entrusted to our 
direction, it would be prudent to multiply barriers against their 
dissipation, by appropriating specific sums to every specific pur- 
pose susceptible of definition; by disallowing all applications of 
‘méney varying from the appropriation, or transcending it in 
amount; by redacing the un lefined field of contingencies, and 
thereby circumscribing discreuionary powers over money; and 


jad, in their expose ace - 


by bringing back toa single department all accountabilities for 


money, when the examination may be prompt, efficacious, and . 


uniform.” v 

Yes, this “undefined field of contingencies,” of which the pa 
triot spoke with so much truth and force, was an area on which 
men in high place had “played tricks before high Heaven that 
made the angels weep.” Friends and relatives had here been 
pensioned out, and political partisans rewarded, without sha- 
dow of law: offices had been created, and emoluments attached 
to them, at the mere wil) and pleasure of men, themselves ir- 
respensible for thus acting, in the very face of their acknow- 
ledged duty as guardians of the people’s rights. An appropria- 
tion bill had obtained the facetious and not inappropriate name 
of an omnibus, into which every sort of expenditure was crowd- 
ed which could find no other place of refuse. The bill was 
passed in Committee of the Whole, often when not two-thirds 
of the Royse were in their seats, and then, in the House, the 
previous question-cut off discussion. . Thus the responsibility 
of members for the expenditure of the public mofey, if not de- 
stroyed, was at least greatly weakened. A return to specific 


appropriations was the. only effectual mode ot introducinga > 


valuable reform in this important branch of Jegislation. 


In advocating a measure like this, Mr. G. was not to beun - 


derstood as passsing cénsure- against the particular items in- 
cluded: by the committee inthe bill, and which thìs instruction 
would rescind. Many of them might be very necessary and 
proper, and such as heshould be willing to vote for 10 a pro- 
per form: but the principle on which they obtained admission 


Into this bill was clearly wrong, and led to laxity and confusion . 


in the expenditures of Government, The resolution of Instruc- 
tion he had offered, ifadopted, will enter into the parliamentary 
law of the House, and will establish a rule of proceeding 
which future Congresses: would not be likely to depart from. 
1¢ was for thisreason he wanted the House to act upon it be- 
fore going into committee, ‘Be wanted it to establish perma- 
nently a great principle. Let every member hereafter, in vo- 
ting to create offices and salaries, vote under responsibility 10 
their constituents. But asthings now proceeded, offices could 
beand were created at the wiil of men, themselves mere subor- 
dinates. ‘fhis was wrong, utterly wrong. very office in the 
Government shouid exist by virtue of Jaw, and ofiaw alone. 
The duties should be laid down by law, andthe emolument 
should be fixed by law. Instead of this, officers by the hua- 
dred and by ube thousand had sprung into a sort of bastard ex- 
istence under those abuses which were ever so liable to multi. 
ply and to accumulate in every Government, Each party in 
this House is pledged to “retrenchment and reform:;” they of- 
ten induiged in crimination and recrimination upon each other 
fora want of fidelity to the pledge, and fierce disputes occurred 
as to which party was most devoted to economy. Here was a 
test volo for gentlemen: let them now prove the soundness 
of their attachment to reform and retrenchment by lay- 
ing down a general principle which could noi but lead 
to revorm by retrenching many unwarranted and impro- 
per Sa Te hoped the motion for instructions would 

revail. 
Pir. STUART ‘here wanted Mr. Gentry to consent to 
modify his instructions by, adopting some amendment or 
substitute, which he read, bat which was not sent to the 
Clerk's table or accepted, and of which the Reporter could catch 
nothing, 

Mr. FILLMORE, baving had the instructions of Mr, GENTRY 
read once more, proceeded tosay that he had been willing, 
when the gentleman from Tennessee first moved them, that the 
question should at once be taken without a word said. He sup- 
posed that most gentlemen were present now, who had been 
present the other day in Committee of the Whole, when the 
same thing was referred to, He was now quite willing that 
the decisi«n of the House should be given under the sanction 
of yeas and nays, and recorded on the Journal, Buthe held 
itdue to the Committee of Ways and Means, who had re- 
ported the bill, to state the reasons which had ind&&ed them, 
by retaining certain items in the bill which were not legatized 
by act of Congress, to bring the question before the House, 

Their first determination had been to act in strict conformity 
to the rule of order, and to strike out all those items which had 
heretofore had a place in the civil and diplomatic appropriation 
bills, but which were not covered by the express sanction of 
law. But, on further examination, they found that many of 
these items of appropriation had been privileged so long, that 
the sudden excision of them atone blow would be attended 
with consequences so very injurious to ‘the public service, that 
the endsof reform would be defeated by taking so violent a step. 
In the first place, they discovered that about one-half the 


clerks of the Senate would be included by sucha rule; but as ` 


they belonged to a co-ordinate branch of the Legislature, 
House could exercise no control over them; although these 
ces existed not by law, but rested simply on the 
resolution of he Senate, Ther, asthe clerks pertain 
, one-third, if not one-half of them, were in the likesi 
ation. The clerks appointed by law were but six, and yet the 
total number employed was eleven; the residue being employ- 
ed either un olution of the House, or under a temporary 
pressure, and without express authority ofany kind. B 
these, there were other useful and important officersof Govern- 
ment, who held their offices by resolutions repassed fr 
to year: among these was the Reporterofthe Supreme 
His office had, formerly, existed under force of Jaw, 
years since the law expired, it bad been continued by appro- 
i In the like cirenmstance were several of the mes- 


priation. ‘ 
sencers of the House, whose compensation was but small while 
their services were important. This was the case With the 


Assistant Librarian, and another person associated with him in 
the duties of the Library, 

Now, Mr, F. had feared that if the committee short? strike 
out, at once, the appropriations for all these individuals, it 
would be taken as indicating a determination that they were to 
he dismisse], and their offices abolished; in which case the pub- 
lie service could not but suffer materially. The fear of sucha 
conseq too, would in all probability react upon the House 

„in the course of the bil] through the House, 
be reinstated in it. "The committee had, therefore, taken a : 
die course; they had resolved to insert the items for these 
ries Inthe bill, andat the same time invite the attention of the 
ITouse to the fact that they were without actual provision of 
law,and leave the House to act upon the case as to it should seem 
best. Fhe commitice inthis had atleasiacted prudently, and 
with a regard to what they conceived to be their duty. They 
had not felt themselves jrstified in cutting off all these salaries 
ata blew, without so mechas an inquiry. . They had taken 
the caution of asking from the House authority to report ano- 


ther bill cutting off such of them as were. 
or inexpedient, and legalizing the emainder. 
by some accident that bill might: fail’ of. getti 
House, they deemed. it must prudent to putthe ité 
and take the sense of the House upon. them. «He though 
best way would bé to Jet the appropriations stand,’ butt 
a supplementary bill dispensing with such aa were- anne 


jed unn 
‘Butir fe 


sary, and sanctioning the rest by law. He therefore hoped the. 


ecegeary. ` 
fear that 

through tbe- 
ms in heba- - 


instructions would not bè adopted, although he wasnot opposed < 


to the principie on which they. were founded.: ee ia 
„Mr, GENTRY understood the gentleman at thé head: of the 
Commitee of Ways and Means (o say that while the- commits 
tee-avowed the principle of retrenching appropriations not war: 
ranted by iaw from an appropriation bl ag sound and proper, 
yet they were afraid to trust the question of these salarics with 
the House of Representatives, lest the House.should -not'do ns 
duty; and therefore they had retained them in the bill. - Was 


that the genUeman’s position? i SPT gE 
Ke had said the committée had 


Mr. FILLMORE resumed. 
deemed the most prudent course to be to. insert the iiems:iniths 
bill, and at the same time call the attention of the’ House tothe 
state of tke case, for fear that, through ‘ihe pressure of other 
busibess, or some unforeseen accident, the other bill regulating 
the subject should not become a Jaw, and thereby the “public 
service might suffer. i A $ 
~ Mr. F. said be had no desire to debate the question. Taving. 
made this explanation to the ouse, he was now perfectly satis 
fied to await the decision of the House. Could the committee 
be certaih that the supplementary bil: would pass, he should 
have no doubt of the propriety of the instructions proposed; but 


as that certainty would. not ‘be shown, :he doubted the expedi 


ency of passing the resolution. à 
Mr. RANDOLPH of. New.. Jersey, moved the pre joas 
question ; but consented to withdraw the motidn atthe request 


of ; g s ct 
Mr. WISE, who promised to renew it. Mr. W, then observed © 


thathe fully agreed with the gentleman from ‘Tennessee {Mr. 
Ganery] inthe propriety of specific appropriations, and that 
every item ib an appropriation bill should be sanctioned by ex 
isting Jaw; but then there might be. a question as to what wag 
Jaw in the matter. That might be law in regard to an officer 
of this House which would not be law in reference to aclerk in 
one of the Departments. ‘Phe Constitution declared that the 
House of Representatives shall have power: to appoint its 
Speaker and other officers; which provision gave to the House 
alone power to say what officers it would have, how many, and 
at what salary. A resolution of the House, therefore, in rela 
tion to the appointinent ofany officer of the House, was law under 
the Constitution, although its appointment of other afficers in the 
like manner would not be; and he therefore hoped the mover 
wouldso modify bis justructions as not to put out such officers 
a tho House as had their appointments under resolution of the 
ouse. ; 


Mr. GENTRY admitted the soundness of the principle laid | 


down by the gentleman from Virginia, and said that: such was 
his own understanding of the imerpretation'to be given tothe 
instractions he had moved. 

Mr. WISE proceeded. Not only was.a resolution of the 
Uouse Jaw as tothe appointment of its owa officers: an appro- 
priation hill was law to the eame extent. The House, having 
power to appoint its officers, might do it in either mode; either 


by passing aresolution, or by inserting an em in an appro: . 


priation bill. ‘the Constitution did not set limits to the House 
as to the mode of its action. a i EATE 

And then as to specific appropriations, ` The House’ did 
specify thata given appropriation in the bill was fora clerk: 
that was a specific appropriation. And, therefore, he insisted 
there ought to be an exception made as to ail officers of the 
House.. With this understanding, that the adoption of the in» 
structions was not to trammel the power of-the House as ‘to 
appointing its own officers, he should vote in fuver of them; 
and, in complionce with his promise, he thereupon moyed the 
previous question, $ 


Br. HABERSHAM desired to be-informed by the chairman 


of the Committee of Ways and Means, (Mr, Faumors ]: whet 
ther a part ofthe balances for which these appropriations were 
made had not already been earned and accrued? 

Mr, FILLMORE. From the first of January, of course. 

"Lhe question was then taken on the demand for the previous 
question; and there was a second, 

And the main question was ordered to be wow taken. 

Mr. McKIEON asked the yeasand nays thereon; which were 
ordered. 

And the main question, being on agreeing to the instructions 
offered by Mr. Gunrry, was lakeun, and decided in the afirma- 


tive, as follow. 
g Adams, Landaf W. Andrews, Arnold, Ar. 
ton, Ay abcuck, Baker, Beeson, Bidlack, 
» Blein, Boa Borden, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, 
Aaron V. ton Brown, Charles Brown, 
ah Brown, Bur m Ruder, Wiliam O. Bader, 
ell, John Campbell, Thomas 
, Chapman, Chittenden, 
A. Cooper, Cowen, Cras 


J. Campheil, Caruthers, Ca 
John ©. Clark, Cliford, Coles 


vens, Cushing, Daniel, Ga avis, Richard D. Davis 
Dawson, Dean, Deberry, Boa , Eastman, John Edwards, 


Everett. Ferris John G, Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, A.. Laws 
rence Foster, Thomas F. Foster, Gambie, Gentry, Gi 
Wiliam O, Geode, Gordon, Grabar 


Guss 


ton, Hubard, Huc 
Fion, Litdedsd, Loy 
Jan, Mek Rial 
A. 


attacks, š 

ard, Oliver, Owsley, Partridge; Payne, 
t Randall, Alexander Randall, Rayner, Re- 
i , Roosevelt, William Russell, 
Saunders. Shaw, “Shepperd, 
aith, Sollers, Ñ igg, Steenrod, 
re John T. Stu- 


—l44. : 
ra Wet Messts: Sherlock J. Andrews, Barnard, Brockway, 
chide Sime Coopen, Fillmore, Granger, Habersham, Wil- 
liam S Hastings, Lane, Maxwell, Osborne, Pope, Powell, Ran- 
doiph, Saltonstall, Snyder, Stanly, Toland, Joseph L. Wile 
Hams, Winthrop, and Augustus You 22. i 
Sa the motion was agreed to; and, accordingly, the Com. 


dings 


outfromthe said bill every ilem of appropriation 
mot authorized by existing law. ` EE AE PET, 


that was: Lorie i Zis 
‘Mr: FILLMORE moved that the House resolve itself into- 


Committee of the Whole on the-state ofthe Union. 

“Mr; MALLORY movedthat the House do now adjourm » 
“Mr. SMITH of Virginia desired to offer a’proposition having 
ence (he was understood to say) te the subject just under 
“oonsideration, °°": ats: : : 


ise adjourned. i 


tucky, yesterday offered the following re- 
atigi ith wéreordered to be printed: 

«Resolved, Ahat, inthe present condition of the country, itis 

Ahe duty of Congress to devise ‘and adopt the most efficient mea- 

sures to testore confidence and credit, secure the people against 

a depreciated paper money.give to the nationa sound and uni- 
fornrcurrency, and as plenty of, it as practicable, having due 
régard:to the constitutional standard of value, gold and silver: - 

“Therefore, resolved, That a select committee of mem 
bera begppointed, with. instructions to inquire into the expe- 
“diency. of authorizing the issue of three per cent, stock to the 

amountofone hundred millions of d:lars, irredeemable, ex- 
ept by purchase, until the expiration of forty years, to be di 
vided and transferred to the several States in proportion to their 
Federal population, to be applied by the States to internal im- 

rovements, and the payment of debts incurred for internal 
improvements, and for the paymentof the iñterest and princi- 
pal ofthe'stock; the proceeds of the. pubtic lands to be set 
apart-and pledged, instead of being distributed as provided tor 
inthe land bill, approved on the 4h day of Sep:ember, 184i. 

“ Resolved, That the-said committee inquire into the expedi- 
ency of authorizing an issue of like sicck, not excéefling the’ 
aum-of —— millions of dollars, to be applied to the purchase, 
fa perpetuity, of the use of such public roads, free from tolls, 
owned by. Siates or corperations, or bath, as may be. necessary 
aye proper forthe transportation. of the publié mails, stores, 
arms, and: military purposes of the. United States, and. that. — 
pet cent, otthe proceeds ofthe: Post Office: Department’ be set 


‘apart. and: pledged for the pay ment of the interest aud principal - 


HOCK. y 4 : 
a, That thé.said committee inqnire into the expedi: 
roposing an amendment to the Faderal Constitution, 
# that ho State shall, in time. of peace, contract any 
debts, by. loaa or otherwise, exceeding the sum.of —— 
over and above the annual revenue of such State. 
“Resolved, That the said committee also inquire into the ex- 
péiliency of creating a National Bank, witha capital of not lees 
than sixty not more than eighty millions of dollars, one-fourth 
at least tobe paid ia specie, and thd balance in stock of the 
United States, to. be issued in conformity to the foregoing veso- 


setts. f . 
“Po re-establish the one-hour rule of the last yssesion—the rele 
_eoricorning the taking of bills ont.of Committee of the Whale, 
and to amend the rale which gives precedence in Committee of 
the whole to a motion to strike oui the-enacting clause of 2 bill 
overa motion to amend.” 


: ‘ IN SENATE, 

hene e SG WEDNESDAY; February 16, 1842, 

“The PRESIDEN E pro lem. laid before the Senate a com- 
Munieation fromthe Siate Department, covering a repori irom 
-the Saperintendent of the.sixth.-census, informing Congress 
‘thatthe pining of the statistics is completed, and asking that 

Congress would direct what disposfiion shouid be made ofthe 

sime es : as 

Od motion of Mr. WALKER, the communication was re- 
ferred:to the Commitee on the Judiciary, a 

Mr. LINN presented a: memorial from the Mayor and City 
Council of St. Louis, asking Congreas to raakean appropria- 
tion to'complete the work amenced by. the United States 
for the improvement of the barhor of that place, and to the bs- 
nefit of the pr y ofthe Governmerit there. 

On motion ‘i. the memorial aad aliihe docaments on 
the files of the Senate relating to the same subject, were re- 
ferred to, the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. STURGEON presented a mem 
county, Pennsylvania, praying that, in the adjustment oi the 
tariff, a doy. be ied on imported iron, correspond- 
ing to that of 1839: referred to the Committee oa anufac- 


ures. 

Mr. BUCHANAN p 
Sagar Grove, inthe cor 
senting that they have rez 
the Seneca Ir 
and praying Co 
referred to the Commi 
ed two men 


& 


ial from Tandogton 


nty of Warren, Pennsylvania, repre- 
on to believe that the treaty with 
ed by brisery and corrup 
the execution of the treaty 


3 


sly signed by citi- 
ess to revive the 
ctures of the 
turas, 

MeCnily and €o. 
otection on that 
ares. 


‘farifflaws, and graut prot 
country: referred to the Committee on Man 
Alsi esented the potition of Wiliam 
mantfactiters, of window giass, praying 
article: rel tto the Commities on Mans 
Mr. EVANS presented the petition of Bickford ©. 

* praying that adwplicate bounty land warrant may be 
: Tire for. one lost? “referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
Mir. BUCHAN neda memorial from Philadeiphia 
ity, Pa. against the'admission of any new slave State into 
jn, gnd against the minexation of Texas to the United 


hole on the stdie of the Union was instructéd ; 


atthe ‘motion to adjourn being persisted in, and prevail; 


reseatéd a memorial from citizens of 


P ENASI 


-On motion of Mr, LUNN, the-questio. 
memorial was laid on thé table.. ae 
Mr. LINN. presented a petition from Nathan Ranney, sur- 
veyorof the port of- St. Louis, praying ‘remuneration for esr. 
oe expenses in his offite,and indemnity for damages sustained 
Pee ok oe we ia a 

7 On motion.of Mr. L: it wás ordered that the petitions and 
papers on, the files of the Senate’on the same subject be taken 
petition be referred to the Committee 


therefrom, and with this 
on Commerce... > 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, — a! W 

Resolved, That the Commiitee on the Posi Officé and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into. the exnéediency-of extending 
the franking: privilege to-the late ex-Vicé Presidents of the 
United States, | > Sen, be a te ad 
TUE CASE OF THE. BRIG CREOLE, 

Mr. WALKER submitted a resolation, which lies over, te- 
questing the President of the United States to inform the Se- 
nate if, in his opinion, it would not be detrimental to the public 
interests, whether any, and if-so; what additional measures 
have been taken by him with reference to the case of the brig 
Creole, since his reply to’ the resolution adopted, in Jantary 


last. 
THE BANKRUPT LAW. : 

Mr. BENTON submited the following resolution, which 
was ordered to be printed: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to bring ina bill to amend the Bankrupt act as fol- 
lows: ` i. 
1..To confine the operations of the act to the trading and mer- 
cantile parts of thecommunity, 

2. To confine voluntary bank 


ptey to a declaration of in- 
3 to proceed unon that-decla- 
in the event of their pro- 


ration, or not, Just 
ceeding upon it, th 
cisely asin cases of com prigo) ankrepicy. 

3. Banks, and all mosey dealing and trading corporations, 
to be subject to the act, and a day fixed for it to lake effect 
upon them. ; 3 : : . 

4. The assignees of the bankrupt’s estate to’ be chosen by the 


mass (say (wo thirds in number and value) of the creditozs—to 
be removable by them; and their orders in relation, to the mas 


nagemont and disposition of the estate to be feliowed in all cases 
by the.assignees. 

5, Each credir to have the right of avending the examina- 
tion of the bankrupt, and of pating all interrogatories which 
may tend to elucidate the nature and character of his bankrupt. 
1 dispositien of his property, and 


able reason to have goods. pro- 
n, or to be indebted 


mitēl to 
c ar a inciude 
all cases in t has lost above the sum 


of n wagering, bewing. stoekjobbing, or 
purchase of lottery tickers within years, or in which 
he has lived extravaganily and notoriously beyond his means, 
or engaged in operations of pare hazard, or been guilty of tean- 
dulent practices. ‘The innocentdankrant alone to have the be- 
nefits conferred by the act: the culpable to be excluded from all 
advantages unter it, p 

8. The certificate of Gnal dischargs from all his debts only ta 
be granted on a judicial att ion from the commissioners in 
favor of the fairness ang int yof the bankrupt, elgned) by 
ds in number and vaine of the creditors who have 


bankraptcy throughout the Un 

9 ‘fo pravent the act from interferiag with the insolventlaws 
of the States, 

10. To prevent the act from impairing any lien upon the 
lands or chattelsof any bankrupt in favor of any creditor. 

}1, A fairarid full record ofal! proceedings in bankruptey to 
be made and keptin the proper court. 

12. The existing act to be repealed whenever inconsistent 
with these ame” 

The foiloy 
4th instant, wis taken up and 

Resolved, That the Comm: inance be instruc! 
inquire Into the nature of the s now made, 
to ba made, by the Federal Government to its cred 
Whether the sime are made in-hard money or in paper money? 
Whether the crelitors have them opticn Whether the Ga 
vernment paper jsata discount? And what remedy, if any | 
necessary to-enable the Goverment. to keep its faith with i 
creditors. so asto save them from tess, the Constitution from 
violation, an? the country from disgrace? : 

The following regclution mitted by Mr. Barrow, on the 
4th inst was taken no and azreetl t0, vizi, i 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the 
form the Senate What were the approp? 
ercas far each of the navy y for th 
1835, 1836, 1937, 1 
actly expended at 
propriation wp to tiva, 
notapptied after hav 
why euch approp 
sopriations for tbe 

h 


g resolution submitted by Mr. BENTON on the 
lupted, vi 


vy he directed to in- 
de by Cin- 
years’. 131, 
the amount 


Howing 
Sil; atatns 
rem the -t 


er atibe navy 
tı and telative impor- 
ds at Ports- 
whingten, and 
nof 
ond 
2 North Atlantic Oy 
ld pot be well employed in the 
to Point 
made ma- 
mher leat the Gulf 
ction ofa singie ves- 
o. sound policy and the 
ot require the establish- 


moh, Cnar! 
Norfolk. Alsa w 
the South Atlantic 
for its means on th: 


sel of war. 
best interests af the whole nation t 
ment ofa navy yard ator rear the city of New Orleans. 
The following resolutions submitted Mr. Woopsury on 
the 4ch instant, was taken up for consideration, vi i 
Resolved, That the President of the United States he re- 


queste to have prepared, and submit to the Senate, a tabular ~ 


n of. reception of said 


. gotner with ‘all 


statement exhibiting the names of each person who has received 
any compensation in connection with the commission of inqui- 
ry; appointed last spring,.in relation to the public buildings in 
this city; that the sum paid to each be affixed to his name; -and 
an explanation apnended inariother column, showing for what 
kind.and Jength of service the payment was made; and. that the 
law authorizing the payment, anid. the appropriation out of 
which it has been made, be specified, concluding with the state- 
ment of the aggregale expenses'iucurred under said coinmission, 
and what steps have since been taken by the President, in còn» 
sequence of their reports. Be 
Mr. MANGUM moved to amend.the resolution by adding the: 
following: o5 Ue R 
"uand all the testimony taken by said commission, or collected 
by them, andall communications in writing madeto the Presi- 
dent respecting the testimony or buildings since March last, t0- . 
the papers submitted to President Van Buren’a 
Commission on said huildings, beginning with the proposals for 
the marble work of the Post Office building andal! papers sub. 
mitted to them by Messrs. Morrow add Provost, the commis- 
sioner of the public buildings, and the architect, relating to said 
contract, and the:papers addressed to the Postmaster General 
dated 20th June, 1839, relating to the biddifizs, laid before. sai 
commission, and acted on by them, and. filed, with the repies 
and correspondence in relation thereto.” . 
Mr. WGODEURY accepted the amendment, as a modifica- 
tion, and the resolution, as amended, was adopted. ` 
On motionof-Mr. MANGUM, ae ares 
Resolved, That the President of the United States. be -re- 
dito cause tobe prepared a statement, showmg the 
ity of each kind of materials uscd, and the price when 
delivered; the ams aid for marble work, for granite work, 
for stone work t ing, paining, glazing, iron work, 
coping, and ali other iiems of the buildiug done by contract; sor 
superintendents, the names and amount paid, to each ; 


the 
amonnt of the pay rolls of the bricklayers, carpenters, and Ja. 
borers monthly, showing the true state of the accounts of the 
idisg up to the LOch inst. and how much is now due for las 
bor and materials, and to whom itis due. And also whether 
any change has been made in the plan of the buildings since ap- 
proved by the Exccutive, or any alterations made in any of the 
inatractions for the work, or any part of it; and, ifeo, by whose 
order or authority suck change ov alteration was made, and 
showing the additional expense incurred by such change, and 
ec by which it was made. And also how many super- 
intenJents are now emp'oyed at said building, their compensa- 
tion, and the duty they have to perform, and the number of 
men employed and haura they are engage. And that similar 
statamente be furnished in relation to the Treasury butldmg and 

atent Office. k 

The following resolution heretofore submitted by Mr, War- 
KER Was taken wp for congidesation: AAT 


‘Pesolved. Thatghe President of the United Zetes be request- 
ed, if not incolnpagbte wath the public interest, to commounti- 
enie to the Senate a 


Cytred States or Departfnent of State from citizens of the United 
States having claims ngon Mexico, relating tothe terros of the 
convention betweentthé United States and Mexico, prior or sub- 
¿quent tothe executign of the same, stating objections to its 
arian, and the au&wer thereto; also, copies of the. minutes 
of the hoard appointed under said convention up to. the period 
when they proceeded to act on mdividual cases; also, copies of 
nay notification from the State Denarimest, or from any other 
iarter, of the {ime and place of first meeting of said boards 
3, copies. of any connuunicattons which may have been ad- 
seed to the membersof the board appointed by the. United 

States, or any or erher of them, touching the organization of 
the hoard or ita mode of proceeding; also, copies of the com: 
missions of all the members of said board, and of the instruc- 
tions. ifany, from either Government to the said board or its 
members; alse, any commemication fom the late American 
Consul at Santa Fa to the Department of Siate touching any 
violation of the rights of American chizens. 

Mr. WALKER said that at the time this resolution was sub- 
mitted, a hasty opinion seemed to have been formed that. it 
would operate unfavorably upon the claims which had already 
betn. adjudicated by the mixed commission, Now, nothing 
was more foreign from his intention than that the resolution 
should have this tendency, and it would be seen from the resos 
lution iteclf that no such inference waa fairly deducible. This 
was buta call far the further proceedings of this board subse- 
quentto the period when the report. was made by the board in 
answer toa resolution adopted on the Ist of Jaly, 1841; and all 
that he.desired was to.carry out and complete’ the: information 
which had been heretofore. given, . "These, were claims with 
rogard to which he Aesived to cull the attention of the'Senate. 
sore cases which had been presented to the board, and 
ich had not been acted on for want of tims; and also tases 
in which the Government of Mexico -had not furnished docu- 
rents, which she was ind to furnish by the stipulations of 
treaty, and cases in which spurious and imperfect docu- 
rents hal been furnished; in consequence of which those 
ims had either heen diminished or entirely. rejected.’ Toese 
ases Which i: wouid be preper for the Senate. to consider 
ya complete answer shall have been made to the call pro: 
posed by this resolution, and he hoped, therefore, that it would 
be adopted. 

Me. WRIGHT ei 
ause to be comraun 
the names of the 
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er aldressed to the President of the 


Van anendment, thatthe President 
e Sevaiga tabular statement of 
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amountin each case, with the 
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any impropriety in offers 
her it was ex- 
cquaiuted with 
ian of high res 
u that there was 
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et remaining before 


i Uhe believedthat 
; pall embarrass their proceed. 
The resolution, to soma extent, seemed i0 contemplate 


ings. s 
the question as tothe validity of the proċeedings under the 
treaty, and therefore it would be proper, by all means, not to 
make the Inquiry proposed until after the expixatien of the 
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-treaty asno question could now be.raised here or elsewhere as 
toits validity on the part of the Senate. There were claim- 
ants who. alleged that injusticehad been done them by Mexi- 
co,and he was willing to lend his agency when it could be pre- 
perły lent, but he wasnot willing to take any step which 
might be brought up by the claimants, and insisted on, as an 
obligation of this Government to pay their claims. He wanted 
to see the whole ground before he would commit this Govern- 
ment inany shape; and ıt appeared to him to be the wiser 
course to permit this resolution to lie upon the table until the 
ses instani by which time the commission will have been 

- closed. 

“> Mr. CLAY wished that the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
would ‘direct their attention to this subject: But as 
tothe resolution; what was to be the result?) Whataction was 
to take piace after the information called for shall have been 

‘communicated? If the commission bad not been executed ac- 
cording to the treaty, the Executive might properly take the 
necessary steps to effect a new treaty with Mexico ; but here, 
before the close of the treaty, the Senate were called upon to 
draw these papers andthe minutes of the board from the bu- 

` reaus where theynow were! And he would again ask, for 
what purpose? Nobody wouldthink of ‘any, proposition to sa- 
tiafy.these claims out ofthe Treasury... What purpose was tr 
be answered by this call? Why, they might get up a hostile 

“spiritagainst Mexico, and, by an exposure of this transaction 
by the. public press, their negotiations with that. power might 
he materially injured. _ With regard to the Creole case, certain 
information in relation to it was prematurely called for by the 
‘Senate, without waiting for the action of the Executive, and, by 
ita being made public, presses had thereby been, in effect, invi- 
ted to circulate theirauimadversions throughout the country. 
‘Was this the way that this Government could get along with 
foreign Governments? i A 

Mr. CALHOUN remarked, that while he concurred with the 
Benator in the general views he had expressed relative to our 
foreign relations, he considered the case of the Creole was not 
one coming within the rule he hadlaid down. In general he 
Exécutive should act first; but in the Creole case pariial infor- 
mation had got abroad, and it was highly necessary the 
whole facts should come out in an authentic form. There could 
be no doubt that the call was well timed, and that the response 
and expression of public opinion which followed it were calcu- 
lated to strengthen the Executive in its demand for redress, 

Mr. CLAY did not mean to refer to the Creole case exclusive- 
ly; but he thought that the worthy Senator from South Caro- 
lina must perceive there had been no necessity for the call on 
the part of the Senate, before the intelligence concerning that 
vessel could have possibly reached Great Britain. And he ask- 
-edwhat good could result from it in the present sufficiently ìr- 
ritated relations of the two countries, 

`: Mr, CALHOUN said that they had had a partial statement 
ofthe: factsin relation to the case of the Creole, and it became 

„ desirable to have a full statement, that it might be understood by 
the country at large; and he would go further, and say, that he 

“believed that the cal! was consistent ‘with the usages of the Bri- 
tish Parliament, < 

Mr. CLAY remarked that the British Parliament uniformly 
yefused calls for papers connected with negotiations, while they 
were pending; but this Government sometimes exposed its cor- 

“xespondence pending a negotiation. He recollected that during 

: the pendency of negotiations at Ghent, the most interésting part 

. ‘ofthe correspondence between the two countries was published 

: By the order of Congress, and it reached there at a critical time, 

. and threatened to produce serious consequences. He, however, 
went to the thiee British commissioners to converse with them, 
and he found them very angry, but eventually he succeeded in 
getting them into a good humor. i R 

Mr. RIVES thought that there might be too much strictness 
on one side, and too much latitude upon the other. As to the 
ease of the Creole, he had the consolation of believing that no 
detriment to the pubtic interest was likely to result from an ex- 

josure of the facts which had been called for by the Senator 
‘from South Carolina. He had no sort of doubt that important 
negotiations between independent Governments’ might be em- 
barrassed by indiscrect cisclosures upon one side. or the other; 
but while this Government had been tn the habit of indulging in 
latitude, foreign Governments had indulged in too much strict- 
ness; they were, however conforming more and more to Ame- 
rican usages. A case very recently occurred between the five 
European powers, on the Turco-Egyptian question, which was 
very near kindling a war on the part of France with the other 
powers. All the communications which passed between the 
French and English ministers, and their replies, were commu- 
nicated to the Chamber of Deputies, and excited a long discus- 
sion. He referred to this fact merely for the purpose of show- 
ing that European Governments were becoming less strict in 
such matters, 5 

Mr. CLAY remarked that France at that time had terminated 
her negotiations. is . 

Mr. RIVES believed that many of the papers had been laid 
before the Chambers before the treaty was closed, and some of 
them afterwards; but they were brought before the Chambers 
at a critical moment, and while Eogland was terminating a 
treaty without the knowledge of France. In relation to the 
subject now before them, it was known thata memorial had 
been presented from a class of American claimants, alleging 
thatthey hadsustained a serious injury in consequence of the 
ymannerin which the treaty had been executed on the partof 
the Mexican agents. These complaints had been, so far, enter- 
tained, and the memorial received and referred to the Tommit- 
tee on Foreign Relations, which was, by an express order of 
the Senate, charged with the investigation to ascertain how the 
matter stood, and required to suggest a remedy forthe griev- 
ances of which the memorialiss complained. Hedid not mean 
to anticipate the action of the Executive Department; but he 
had, with a view to obtain all the information which it might 
be possible to obtain upon this question, prepared several 
amendments te the resolution now under consideration, and 
they were as follows: Insert, after the words ‘state objections 
to its execution, and the answers thereto,” the words, ‘copies 
of any communications or representations not heretofore com- 


municated tothe Senate, which may haye been addréssed to 
the Department of State by any portion of the said claimanis, 
in relation to the proceedings and progress of the mixed com- 


: mission under the said Convention,” and strike eut the latter 


clause, and insert “also any. correspondence which may have 
taken place between the Mexican Commissioners and the Se- 
cretary of State touching the execution of, ur proceedings un- 
der, sait Convention, if not of sucha character as, in the opi- 
nion of the President, to be improper to be communicate: ’?- 
He presumed that his friend from Mississippi would have no 
objection to the adoption of the amendments. x 

Mr. BUCHANAN said that the unsuccessful claimants n- 


der the Mexican treaty could have but one of two objects in. 


view by pressing their claims before the Serate. The first 


: wasto have the claims, against which the commissioners had 


decided, paidout of the public Treasury; and the secand, to 
ask our interposition to procure their payment from the Mexi- 
can Government. : 

In regard to the first, he was utterly opposed to any sep 
which might even seem, in the most distant manner, to recog- 
nise any responsibility on the part of the Government. There 
was no Srineiple upon which we could be rendered liable, and 
he didnot wish to hold out expectations to the claimants which 
could never be realized. 

In regard to the second, the United States had negotiated a 
treaty with Mexico, under which the existing Mixed Commis- 
sion was created, to decide judicially upon the validity of these 


claims. Ifthe Mexican commissioners had violated the treaty, . | 


and, by fraudulent and improper conduct, had produced the 
rejection of just claims, which ought to have been allowed, this 
was a proper subject of negotiation by the Executive withthe 
Mexican Government. In such an event, it might be proper 
for the Senate to interpose for the purpose of sustaining and 
strengthening the Executive in asserting the just claims of our 
citizens. $ 

But what wae the present condition of this judicia] commis- 
sion? They were about to bring thelr labors to a close. In the 
course ofa few days the commissioners Would have made all 
their final awards for and against all the claimants. Under 
such circumstances, he was unwilling to do. any act whish 
might interfere with the proceedings of these commissioners. 
Let them bring their labors to an end; and after this had been 
done, then, and not tili then, ought the Senate to act upon this 
resolution. He hoped, therefore, that it mjght be referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations, to Which the Senator 
from New York {Mr. Wrigut] had assented. 

Mr. WALKER would consent either that the resolutions 
should go to the Committee on Foreign relations, or that its 
consideration should be postponed and made the special order 
of the day for Monday week, which wouid bethe day subse- 
quent to that for the termination of the commission. He 
here, in his place, protested in the name ofthe American citi- 
zens whose rights have been violated,as he believed and thought, 
from the disclosures made by the partial report which had al- 
ready been made in reply to a résolution of the Senate, and he 
protested against the keeping of the information which had 
been called for, in the secret bureaus of the Executive Depart- 
ment. Hedesired that these claimants should be heard, and so 
far as it was in his power, they should be heard, before this na- 
tion and before this tribunal; and he desired that, inasmuch as 
apartial report of the procecdings had been already referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations, ne part of the proceed. 
ings should be kept back, butthat all that the commissioners had 
done and had failed to do, should be laid before this body. If 
Senators looked to our commerce with Mexico for the last six 
or seven years, they would find that it had fallen almost to 
nothing, while the commerce of Mexico with other nations had 
increased. The exportation of specie frem that country inte 
New Orleans would show the condition of our commercial 
transactions with that nation. In 1836, the exports of silver 
were $3.657,000; in 1837, $4,785,000; in 1838, $1,764,000; in 1839, 
$1,710,000; in 1840, $1,004,574; and in 1841, $869,184. Agd 
what was the cause of this decrease? Why, it was because 
they had failed to protect the rights of American‘merchants and 
American citizens, and because they had, in effect, torn down 
the American flag within the limits of Mexico. American ves. 
sels had been seized, property confiscated, and justice made a 
mere mockery. The French commerce had increased with 
Mexico, for the reason that.she protects her subjects, and de- 
mands that justice be done when an outrage is commitied on 
the rights and property of citizens of France; and if this Go- 
vernment permitted outrages to be committed by Mexico on 
American commerce, it would soon go down tò nothing, All 
that he desired was that the facts should be laid before the peo- 
ple of this country, that they may know whether.the Mexican 
Government had not violated the treaty, whether documents 
had not been withheld by Mexico, whether spurious and false 
documents had been furnished, in consequence of which just 
claims had been rejected. He, therefore, moved that the further 
consideration of the resolution be postponed and made the order 
of the day for Monday week. 

Mr. BUCHANAN did not believe that the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi had done justice to the conrse of this Government in 
enforcing these Mexican claims. It wastrue that General Jack- 
son had recommended reprisals against Mexico; but under our 
treaty with that Government, we were obliged, before resorting 
to reprisals, to make a formal cemand of all the claims, with 
the testimony in support of them; and if thea Mexico refused to 
do the claimants justice, we mightresort to war or reprisals, 
This, to be sure, was a strange provision to insert in a treaty; 
but there it was, and we were bound by it. 

In obedievce to the treaty,a formal demand, according to its 
stipulations, was.made on Mexico; and this resulted in the pre- 
sent treaty. What more could the Government have done? If 
the Mexican commissioners had violated the treaty, to the in- 
jury of citizens of the United States, this might become the 
foundation of a new demand against the Mexican Government. 
When the proceedings should he before us, we could then 
judge whether this had been the case. But what more could 
the American Government have done in the first instance? 
Fraudulent and unjust conduct of the Mexican commissioners 
might render it our duty to proceed further hereafter; but, 
heretofore, there had been no just ground of complaint. 
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- commissioners had closed their ‘labors, he would withdraw. 


He could assure thé Senator. from. Mississippi athe: 

cheerfully unite with him at the proper. fined oringhe ar. 
proceedings of these commissioners before the Senate... Indaed 
he was anxious that this should be done; and as the Senator had 
agreed that his resolution might be postponed. until: after: the 


I h i ; is 
motion to refer it to the Committee on foreign Relations. : 


Mr. LINN said that as this résolution would be delayed, “he 
would suggest to the Senator. from Mississippi to strike out 
the latter clause of it, and permit his (Mr. Linn’s) resolution 
which called ior similar information, to be passed upon at the 
present time. f a 

Mr. WALKER had but one word totay with regard to doine 
their duty. 4f they had done their duty, their commerce. wit 
Mexico would not now be in a fallen and dilapidated siate, 
whilst the commerce of- other nations with: that: Government 
had increased. But while they were told that Government did 
full justice to its citizens, why wasit that their commerce had 
dwindled down to nothing? He called on his friend to remem- 
ber that when the treaty was presented to the Senate, he (Mr, 
Waker) protested against the’ convention, and said at the 
time, that it would be followed by disaster. This was‘ not the 
measure General Jackson recommended; he proposed a ditte- © 
rent negotiation in his message, and that was to take the course 
that France had Jately pursued—at the mouth of the: cannon, 
If thishad been dene, they would have had no. war, and they 
probably mighthave preceded France in battering down the 
walls of the Castle of. Juan de’Ulloa; andinstead.oi their com» . 
merte with Mexico being reduced, it might now beas large .as. 
itever was with that nation. - $ : aeti 

Mr. BUCHANAN called the recollection of: the Senator froma 
Mississippi to the circumstances attending the appoinument, by 
the Government, of a. special minister to carryout a list of the 
claims of American citizens and the testimony in their support,’ 
and to the fact that it was not till after this that the treaty was 
made. If the Mexican commissioners have violated the treayy 
and the rights of American citizens, this Government shouid 
call upon México for redress, and require that Government: to 
fulfils obligation according to the treaty: but nothing should 
be required of the Government of the United States which 
would imply any right on its part to pay the claimants: out of 
the public Treasury. — 
injustice, the application of this Government should be to the 
Mexican Government to fulfil the treaty; hutin any event, let 


If the Mexican commissioners have döne - 


“ 


A 


not this Government give, by direct or indirect” action; any - 


sanction to the idea that the claimants are to be paid. out of the 
public Treasury. T BERE. 

Mr. WALKER explained: He had no objection to the post- 
ponement of his resolution to a day subsequent to the’ close of 
the commission, and he acceded to the request of the: Senator 
from Missouri, to omit that part of his resolution embraced in the 
Senator’s resolution, so as to allow the latter to be put as a se“ 
parate resolution: -~ : i ae 

This amendment was made, and the further consideration of 
Mr. Wazxer’s resolution was postponed to Monday week. 

The resolution of Mr. Linn was read as follows: 4 

Resolved, That, the President of the United Stetes be re- 

ueated to communicate to the Senate, if not incompatible with 
the public interest, all the information m his. possession. which 
may relate to the recent outrages committed by the Mexican 
citizens or people on the pergon and property of the American 
Consul and other American citizens residing at Santa Fe ‘and 
northern provinces of Mexico. a 

Mr. LINN said that he did not suppose there could be any 
objection to his resolution being adopted. His chief motive in 
pressing it now was to have some action on the part of the 
Senate to obtain the information called for, by the time his bill 
for the settlement of the Oregon territory should come up: “He: 
would then have occasion to show the necessity of a’ chain of 
posts for the protection ofthose American citizens who trade 
with Northern Mexico. The trade of this country had hitherto 
been considerable with those provinces; but for want of proper 
protection on the part of this Government that trade had been 
greatly diminished, and if something should not be speedily 
done, it would soon cease altogether. 

The resolution was then unanimously adopted, 

The bill from the House suspending so much of the charters 
of thebanks of the District of Columbia as prevents them 
from paying out the notes of non-specie paying banks, was 
yead a first and secend time, andreferred to the Committee on 
the District of Columbia. } g 

Mr. SIMMONS presented a resolution having reference to 
a postponement of the Bankrupt taw for two years, which was 

ruled out of order then. ; 7 

Aleo presented a petition for a pension, which was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. McROBERTS, on leave, introduced a bill for the relief of 
Isaac Bryson, which was read twice and referred to the'Com- 

mittee on the Public Lands. 


On motion of Mr. MERRICK, his proposition fora joint, 


rule, precluding any amendment to the appropriation bilis; éx. 
cept it be ealled for by existing laws, was ordered tobe 
printed. ee 

Mr, SMITH of Indiana moved that the Senate proceed to'the 
consideration of the general orders. mat $ 

Mr. CLAY reminded the Senate that his joint-resolutions to 
amend the Constitution, were the special; order; and wished 
them to be continued as such. They were passed: over: with 
the understanding that they woua come up on Tuesday next— 

WwW RY being entitled to the floor: : 
Mn Senate then passed to the general orders, and the follows 
ing bills were censidered as in. committee -o thé whole, re- 
ported to the Senate, and -erderedto be engrossed fora third 


eine T to provide for the claims of the State ef Georgia for 
money advanced by that State.on account of canes Incurred 
in calling out militia in cases of emergency toai int He suppres- 
sion of Indian hostilitesin Florida and Alabama, and to pro- 
tect the citizens of Geokgla from peor incursions and ravages 
7 Seminole in . 
ap pare wallet of sundry citizens of Arkaneaa, who 
lost their improvements in consequence of a treaty between the 


_Gnited States and the Choctaw Indians. 


‘Phe bill.to cattle the title to certain tracts of Jand. 


~The bill in relation to donations of land-to -certain "persons 
in the State of Arkansas, was next taken upin committee, the - 


- amendments of the Committee on Public Lands were concur- 
red in, andit was reported tothe Senate and ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. ie k ‘ g 

The iollowing bills were considered in committee, reported 


to:the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, 


viz. £ vs : or : . 
` - The bil to confirm the survey and location of claims for land 
in the. State of Mississippi, east of Pearl. river, and south of the 
Slet.degtee of north latitude; ta! . 
The bill for the relief of Ephraim P. Dixon; and 
The bill for the relief of Jesse Carpenter. ` 


The bill. for the relief of Clark Woodrooff was next taken up 


as in Committee of the Whole. - Several. amendments. were 
proposed by Mr. Smita of Indiana; which were agreed to. 
_ Xt seems that the person proposed to be relieved. by the bill, 
purchased several thousand acres of land from the United States 
many: years ago; soon afterwards it was ascertained that there 
was a paramount title, and that the United States could not 
give a title tothe purchaser. He made application to the Trea- 
sury Department to be refunded his money. The Secretary 
decided that he could not grant the relief, inasmuch as the case 
was not provided for in the general law regulating the proceed» 
ings in the cases of the failure of title. The consequence of 
. such decision was, that the purchaser was deprived of both the 
land and money, from that day till the present time—the United 
States having possession of the money, and failed to givea 
title to the Jand. The Committee on the Public Lands reported 

a bill forthe relief of the purchaser, authorizing him to select 
other lands in lieu, and granting “interest at the rate of 6 per 
cent. for the time the money was withheld, to be received 
ip lands, “A Jong debate arose as to the impropriety of granting 
interest. Those who spoke against granting interest, took the 
ground that the Government had uniformly denied the pay- 
ment of interest in cases similar in principle, and that if the 
door was once opened to that object, there would be no limit to 
the demands, and would exhaust the whole means of the Trea- 
sury. They also argued as a reason‘why interest should not 
be allowed inthis case, that the purchaser did not make legal 
application for his money. tiil this session of Congress; and 
the presumption was, that the money was always ready, and 

- the failure to obtain redress, was no fault of the Government, 
but the neglect of the purchaser to. make a proper and legal 
demand. . They were in. favor of paying back the money if it 
was preferred. Those who opposed the payment of interest, 
were Messrs. MCROBERTS, MANGUM, HENDERSON, BUCHANAN, 

,  Werraur,andCanuoun. ‘Those who advocated the payment 
of interest, cited cases in which it had been allowed, which 
they conceived to be the same in principle; and argued that 
inasmuch as the Government had had the use of the money, 
and. failed to make good the purchase on which the money was 
obtained, they should, on principles of morality, justice, and 
equity, refund an equivalent to the purchase money, with inte- 
rest. Those who argued in favor of paying interest, wero 
Messis. Smıru of Indiana, Huntineton, WALKER, and Suira 
of Connecticut, : 

“Mr. WRIGIIT, for the purpose of testing the principle, 
moved to amend the bill by striking out the interest, and on 
that ‘demanded the yeas and nays, which were ordered, and 
were, yeas 21, nays 11, So interest was disallowed. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate, and ordered to bo 
engrossed fora third reading. k 

On motion of Mr; CALHOUN, 
The Senate then adjourned. 4 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnesgay, February 16, 1842. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and ap- 
proved. 

Mr. SHIELDS said he had never asked a favor 
at the hands of the House since he bad been ho- 
nored with a seat here. He found himself so situ- 
ated, however, as to be compelled to ask the favor 
this morning of being permitted to introduce se- 
veral petitions which be had been prevented from 
presenting on Monday last by confinement on that 
day to the sick room of an afflicted friend; also, 
of two resolutions of inquiry which he wished to 
have referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

Leave being granted, Mr. Suienps introduced 
sundry petitions from the citizens of Mobile, 
praying that Congress may not repeal the bankrupt 
law. 


Mr. S. also introduced the following resolu- 
tions, which were adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instracted inquire into the expediency of establishing 
by law a tri-weekiy four-horse stage route between the city of 
‘Tuscaloosa and town of Demopolis, by way of Erie, in Green 
county, Alabama. Also, into the expediency of transporting 
the mail from New Orleans to Mobile, destined for the eastern 
portion of Mississippi and western part of Alabama and the 
Tennessee Valley, by steamboats from the city of Mobile to 
some eligible point on the ‘Yombeghee or Alabama rivers, as 
far up aseither ofsaid streams may be navigableata low stage 
of water by steamboats of ordinary tonnage; hence in four 
horse stage coaches, on the dividing ridge between said rivers, 
by the way of Grove Hill or Macon, in Clarke county, and Lin- 
den in Marengo, to the town of Demopolis, connecting at said 
point with the aforementioned point from Tuscaloosa, 

Resolved; That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be iatructed to inquire into the expediency of extending 
the stage route from Livingston to Demopolis, in Alabama, on 
to the town of Selina, by way of Macon, Uniontown, and Ca- 
hawha, in an eastern direetion, and from Livingston, In a west- 
ern direction, along the most eligible route to Brandon and 
Jackson, in the State of Mississippi; and also into the expedi- 
ency.of increasing the service on said route thy extended to 
that of a tri-weekly foux-horse stage coach. 


Mr. WARREN asked leave. to offer a- resolu- 
tion, granting the use of the Hall to the Congres- 
sional Total Abstinence. Society. on. the evening of 
the 25th instant. Be Sy when Se 

Mri SNYDER of Pennsylvania objected. 

Mr. WARREN moved.a suspension of“ the 
rules. eed ere ree 
Mr. SNYDER asked the yeas and nays on the 
motion to suspend the rules; which were refused.. 

And the question being taken, it was decided in 
the affirmative: Ayes 112, noes 27. 

So the rules were suspended. 

And the resolution was adopted: 

On leave given, petitions, and memorials were 
presented by the following members, and were ap- 
propriately referred : : 

Mr. LITTLEFIELD of Maine, by general con- 
sent of the House, presented the petition of Edward 
D. Rand and others for a mail route from Lovel 
village, by North Lovel, to Usher, in the State of 
Maine; which was referred to the Commitiee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. WISE of Virginia. 

DISTRICT BANKS. 

Mr. WARD rose and moved that the vote of 
yesterday by which the “bill to suspend for a limit- 
ed time the operation of a part of an act entitled 
‘Anact to reviye and extend the charters of ceftain 
banks in the District of Columbia, ” was passed, 
be reconsidered. i j 

The SPEAKER. The bill is not in possession 
of the House; it has been sent to the Senate, and 
the House has no present cootrol over it. 

Mr. WARD was understood to say, that, after 
the vote had been reconsidered, that question would 
come up. A motion would then be.in order that 
a messenger be sent to the Senate. 

A desultory and somewhat excited ¢onversation 
here took place between several members and the 
Speaker, on the point of order involved. 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS moved that the mo- 
tion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The SPEAKER (in reference to the manner in 
which the bill should be brought again before the 
House) here said that the Chair would entertain 
the metion to reconsider, leaving it to the gentle- 
man who made it to submit some motion as to 
the manner in which the bill should be brought 
back. 

Mr. BARNARD appealed from the decision, 
and was about to submit a few remarss on the ap- 

eal— , 
P When Mr. WISE and Mr. HOPKINS submit- 
ted to the Speaker that this collateral question of 
appeal was not debatable, for the reason that the 
member from New York {Mr. Warp] had, before 
taking his seat, moved the previous question on the 
motion to reconsider. 

The SPEAKER. There isso much confusion 
in the House that the Chair did not hear the motion 
for the previous question. 

Mr. WARD stated that be had certainly made 
that motion before taking his seat. 

Mr. BARNARD, (addressing the Speaker.) 
Was the motion for the previous question cnter- 
tained by the Chair? 

The SPEAKER. 
hear it. . 

Mr. BARNARD. Then Isay it is now too late 
to entertain the motion. 

The SPEAKER. It is impossible for the Chair 
to hear every motion that every gentleman makes, 
although it may be made in an audible tone ot 
voice. : 

Mr. BARNARD. I insist thata motion which 
ig not heard and entertained by the Chair is not 
made. 

The CHAIR decided that the motion for the 
previous question having, on the averment of the 
gentleman from New York, [Mr. Warp,] been 
made, was properly before the House. 

Mr. BARNARD. If [appeal from that deci- 
sion, can I debate it? 

The SPEAKER replied in the negative. 

Mr. BARNARD withdrew his appeal. 

Whereupon, the question recurred on the mo- 
tion of Mr. Lewis Wituiams to lay the mo'ion to 
reconsider on the table. 


No, because the Chair did not 


CONGRESSIONAL TEMPERANCESOCIETY. || . Mr. SHIELDS would appeal, 


he said, to his” 
friend from New York [Mr. Warb] to: withdraw 

his motion for the previous question. He (Mr.8.)- 
wished the majority of this House to take the re- 


` sponsibility of all such motions upon the subject, in- 


volving as it did practically the question of. re- 
sumption, or non-resumption, of a sSund or uns 
sound currency for the people of the District. - 

Mr. STANLY was understocd to say, the majo- 


rity will take the-responsibility. i a 

Mr. SHIELDS. . That is precisely what I de-' 
sire. I desire that the majority of this House shall 
be responsible for the bill passed on yesterday, and 
all of its consequences on the currency, credit, and? 
welfare of the country, direct and indirect. 

Mr. WARD rose, at the reqnest, he said, of se~ 
veral members near him, to withdraw his motion 
for the previous question. : ` 

The SPEAKER. That does not change the 
question. : Boe 

And the question was then taken en the motion 
of Mr. L, Wittsams to lay the motion to recońsi- 
der on the table, and it was decided in the afirma- 


tive by the following vote: ‘ 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Landaf W. Andrews, Sher- 
lock J. Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, 
Barton, Blair, Boardman, Bordon, Botts, Brockway, Milton 
Brown, Burnell, William Butler, Calhoun, John Campbell, 
William B. Campbell, Thos J. Campbell, Caruthers, Childs, 
Chittenden, John Ç. Clark, James Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, 
Cravens, Garrett Davis, Deberry, John Edwards, Everett, Fes- 
senden, Fillmore, Thos. F. Foster, Gamble, Gentry, Giddings, 
Goggin, Graham, Granger, Green, Habersham, Hall, Halsted, | 
William S. Hastings, Henry, Hudson, James Irvin, James, 
John P. Kennedy, Linn, Thomas F. Marshal}, Mathiot, Max- 
well, Maynard, Meriwether, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, 
Owsley, Pearce, Pope, Powel}, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, 
Alexander Randall, Randolph, Ridgway, William Russell, 
James M. Russell, Saltonstall, Shepperd, Simonton, Solers, 
Stanly, Stratton, Summers, Taliaferro, John B. Thompson, 
Richard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, ‘Toland, Tomlinson, Uns 
derwood, Van Rensselaer, Warren, Edward D. White, Tho- 
mas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Christopher H. Williams, 
Winthrop, Yorke, Augustus Young, and John Young—99. 

NAYS-—Messrs. Atherton, Bidlack, Birdscye, Bowne, Boyd, 
Brewster, Briggs. Charles Brown, Burke, Wm. O. Butler, 
Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, Casey, Chapman, 
Cliford, Clinton, Mark A. Cooper, Cushing, Daniel, Richard D. 
Davis, Dawson, Dean, Doan, Doig, Eastman, John ©. Edwards, 
Egbert, Ferris, John G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, 
William ©. Goode, Gordon, Gwin, Harris, John Hastings, 
Nays, Hopkins, Houck, Wubard, Hunter, W, W. Irwin, Keim, 
Andrew Kennedy, Lane, Lewis, Littlefield, Lowell, Abraham 
McClellan, Robert McClellan, McKeon, Mallory, Alfred Mar- 
shall, John Thompson Mason, Mattocks, Medill, Miller, New- 
hard, Oliver, Osborne, Partridge, Payne, Profit, Reding, Rey- 
nolds,. Riggs, Roosevelt, Sanford, Saunders, Shaw, Shields, 
William Smith, Snyder, Steenrod, Sumter, Jacob Thompson, 
Turney, Van Buren, Wallace, Ward, Watterson, James W. 
Williams, and Wood—83 i 

So the motion to reconsider the- vote of yesterday by which 
the said bill was passed was Jaid on the table, 


MARINE CORPS. 

Mr. FESSENDEN, on leave: given, reported a 
bill from the Committee on Naval Affairs, for the 
augmentation of the Marine Corps, and for other 
purposes. ; 

The bill: having been read twice by its title, was - 
‘referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

APPORTIONMENT BILL. 

Mr. EVERETT (simply remarking that he 
would not take up the time of the House by calling 
the yeas and nays) moved that the rules of the 
House be suspended for the purpose of enabling 
him to offer the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the Comittee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union be instructed to consider the bill ‘Wor the apportion- 
ment of Representatives among the several States. according to 
the sixth census,” on Thursday next. and from day to day until 
the same shall be reported to the House, in preference to all 
other business; and that, if the same shall not seoner be reported 
to the House, on Thursday week, at two o’clock, p. m: all de- 
bate thereon shall cease, and the said committee shall then pro- 
ceed to vote onthe amendments then pending, and that shall 
be oftered, and to report said bill to the House. 


Mr. McKEON said he would not object to the 
resolation if the gentleman who offered it would 
strike out ihe latter clause. 

[Cries to order.] 

And the question being taken, the House refused 
to suspend the rules. ` 

REPORT ON PATENTS. 


Mr. SMITH of Virginia rose, and moved a re- 
consideration of the vote of yesterday, by which 
10,000 copies of the report of the Commissioner of 
Patents were ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER. Did the gentleman vote inthe 
affirmative? 

Mr. SMITH. There was no division, 
by a general vote. : 


It was 


The SPEAKER. If the gentleman cannot state 
that he. voted in ,the affirmative the Chair cannot 
entertain the motion. . 

Mu SMITH. Then nobody voted for it. 

The SPEAKER. Thatis a difficulty with which 

the Chair baf nothing to do. 


REPORT ON RETRENCHMENT. 

-The unfinished business of the morning hour 
was the.following resolution, being the first of the 
series heretofore reported by Mr. Summers, from 
the. Select Committee on Retrenchment in the Ex- 
penditures of the Contingent Fund of the House cf 
Representatives: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be, and he is hereby, 
authorized to cuntinue in his office the services of the three as- 
sistant clerks authorized by resolutions adopted by the House 
on the 6th day of March, 1826, and the 11th day of October, 
1837, in addition to the six assistant clerks now authorized by 
law, at the annual salary now received by them, respectively; 
and that he employ no greater number of assistant clerks at any 
time in his office, unless permitted so to do by an order or reso- 
lution of the House. 

Which said resolution Mr. Gorpon had 
moved yesterday to amend by substituting there- 
for. the following modified substitute proposition: 

“And, in addition thereto, that he be authorized to-cdntinue 
the two assistant clerks now employed in his office, and who 
have been employed theren since 1888.” 

And the question being on the amendment, as 
modified — f 

The SPEAKER said ihe genileman from Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr. Cusnixc] was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. CUSHING said he had said al! he intended 
to say. - i 

-The SPEAKER said the Clerk informed him 
that the previous question had heen called by the 
‘gentleman from Massachusetts. 

Mr. CUSHING said he bad made that motion, 
bat had withdrawn it. ‘ 
So the call for the 
drawn. 
Mr, SUMMERS again took the floor, and made 
_ some further remarks in vindication of the course 
of the committee, in reply to some of the remarks 
of Mr. Gorpon yesterday, and in enforcement of 
the propriety of making the reduction of clerks 
‘contemplated in the resolution—~the present num- 
ber being greater than was required forthe proper 
discharge of the duties of the House. i 


previous .question was with- 
a” 


Mr. GORDON said that he kad felt callad upon / 


to submit the amendment which he had offered 
because he considered the present clerks necéssary 
to-the transaction ‘of the public business; and he 
had looked in vain to the speech of the chairin 

of the Select Committee, [Mr. Summers,] andto 
the report of the committee, for any thing which 
could satisfy him that they were not necessary. 
He read the reply of the Clerk of the House to a 
communication. from the committee, in which it 
was stated that the present force could not be re- 
duced compatible with the publie service; and 
then said he had made no charge against the com- 
mittee, or against any member of it, or any par- 
ticnlar member of the House; in fact, he had made 
no charge at all; but looking at this document 
he held in his hand, from which he had just quoted, 
he had submitted his amendment without seeking 
to attach motives to any one. But why was this 
war waged against the Clerk of the House? Was 
it that the Cierk of the House was not the legiti- 
mate offspr:ng of King Caucus, and that he had 
come in by the back door? He (Mr. Gor- 
pon) had waged no war on the chairman 
of the Select Committee; that gemtleman had 
not occupied his mind at all; but when the 
deliberate opinion of the Clerk was that these 
clerks were necessary, he should like the chairman 
of the Select Committee to explain to the House 
why and wherefore he proposed to diminish the 
number of clerks. The gentleman [Mr. Sum- 
MERS] bad carried them to the State of Virginia, 
and had undertaken to say what was the mode of 
transacting the business of the House of Delegates 
of that Siate. He had alsa gone to the State of 
Massachusetts; but why had he not gone also to 
the Stateof New York? But did not tbe geatle- 
man recollect that here they transacted the basi- 
ness of the twenty-six States? And yet he would 
reduce the clerical force of this House to-the force 
employed.in the State of Virginia, or in Massa- 
chusetts, or perhaps the State of Rhode Island or 


i who were responsible so far as depended on their 
` action, to carry out their pledges of economy and 


| 


His colleague, he believed, was one of those who 


“he told the House that the matter was a small one 


the State ef Delaware, He, Mr. G. knew ‘not 
what amount of business was done in the State of 
Virginia, nor did he care whether the clerk of the 
House of Delegates in that State did the business 
for nothing. He doubted not the argument went, 
not to the number of the clerks, but to-the compen- 
sation paid; but $1500 a year was. not too much to 
Support and educate a family here, where it cost 
more to live than in Virginia or New. York 

„Mr. MORGAN expressed his surprise that his 
colleague [Mr. Gorpon] shonid be the first to rise 
on this ‘floor and oppose all reasonable economy. 


complained of the extravagance of the- funeral 
expenses of the late General Harrison, His col- 
league was willing to prowl over the grave for ob- 
jec's of economy and retrenchment, and yetnow 


—too small to engage its attention. It was only 
by taking small things as they occurred that we 
could expect to introduce economy and retrench- 
ment into the expenditure of this Government. 
Look at the report on the contingent expenditures 
of every department of the Government. Here 
was. one which had been made on the contingent 
expenditures of the Treasury Department. There 
was an aggregate of sixty thousand dollars, made 
up of sums varyixg from three to twenty or thirty 
dollars; and he found that a thousand and eight 
dollars were expended for newspapers, periodicals, 
and poems for the Treasury Department. So, in 
every department of the Government, these 
extravagances cecurred; and he implored the | 
Whigs to come forward and carry out the pro- | 
mises and pledges which they had given to the peo- 
ple, and to leave it to those who bad denied 
that there was any extravagance under the Jast 
Administration to oppose economy and retrench- 
ment under this. Tt was their vocation, He was 
not surprised, nor did he complain that opposition 
came from such a quarter. But he asked the 
Whig party (whcever might be at the head of the- 
Administration)—he called on the Whig party, 


retrenchment. Let them begin here, in the expen- 

itures which they themselves incurred. If there 
were tco many clerks, reduce the number ; if the 
salaries were too large, reduce them. Let us (con- 
cluded Mr. M.) reduce ovr own expenditures 
first. Let us take up every item in the appropria- 
tion bills, and reduce where we can reduce, if only 
to the extent of even a single dollar, O:her things 
will follow. .. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia said he presumed there 
was not a member on this fioor,who, looking at the 
publie business as he would at his own private af- 
fairs, ‘would not say that retrenchment and reform 
was his indispensable duty. What was the state 
of the country? The expenditures exceeded their 
income; and was it not then their duty to retrench 
where they could with propriety, and consistently 
with the public service? Was not that the condi- 
tion of the revenue? He took itto be a self-evi- 
dent proposition. And if it was what was their | 
first duty? As representatives of the pecnle shen'd 
they not begin there—there apply the pruning 
knife? And if they first did it there, he asked, 
what other department or branch cf public ser- 
vice could ask them to withhold their hand? This 
question had been argued as though a blow was 
aimed at the Clerk, but he did not so wnderstand 
it. It was but one question of economy which 
the Whigs were. pledged to carry cut, and which 
every good Democrat would aid in carrying ont, 
that prevailing and admitied extravagance might 
be retrenched. His colleague, who was at the head 
of the seiect committee, [Mr. Sommernrs,] had pro- 
posed a reduction of the clerks in cne branch of 
the Governmen!; and could it be accomplished? 
Let them go back to 1838, when the business was 
done by a foree of the size to which his colleague 
wished now to reduce it. If, in 1838, the 
busi could be done by that force, why 
They knew, as private individuals, 
when they got into difficulties they made oid things 
wear twice asiong, and subjected themselves to age- 
neral economy; and should they not do for the na- ; 
tion as they did in their private capacities? He 


should be sorry if bis colleagi 
this or that clerk-of the Horse: Hi 
lieved that his colleague only” proposed 
‘the expenses of the House to the extent-state 
he must be permitted to say that he was: 
that any of bis honorable colleagues -où that Ao 
particularly any of the. Democratic party; should: 
say this was'a poor, pitiful reform. » Why, they 
knew that particles made large amounts, and that 
“many mickles:make a muckle.” It was only: by. 
details that reforms could be accomplished.’ Was 
the reformation in this particular braneb restricted 
to two clerk:? Why, he might: permit ihe gene 
tleman from New York [Mr. Gornan] tô sneer at. 
his colleague from Virginia [Mr. Summens,} if that 
was all; but that was but a beginning. The gentle~ 
man from New York said- his. colleague: had 
adduced no argument. What! had he not told them 
the amount of labor performed, and the result of 
his inquiries in the other legislative bodies? Had 
he- not shown how: the business. was . dore in 
the Virginia House of Delegaies—a House 
consisting of one ‘hundred’ and- thirty-two 
members, Whose business was done by two clerks, 
although their sessions were protraeted,’ and but . 
little short of the sessions of this: House? And if, 
two clerks were there able to: discharge:all the-du- 
ties, was it nota fair argument that the: force here 
might bear a relative proportion? ` If they Jooked 
to the journal of the House of Delegates, they: 
would find it but litle less than the journal of this 
House. j 

Mr. GORDON here obtained permission from 
Mr. Smurn to make some explanation, but his rès 
marks were not distinctly heard. ae : 

Mr. SMI FH said he was sorry to. be interrupt- 
ed for such purposes, and he wished it to be under- 
stood that be considered there was but one mode - 
in which they could be treated. ` Such remarks did 


„Rot become that place, nor . those who bore the res ` 


presentative agency there. He then continued: 
The “land of steady habits,” with a Louse amount- 
ing to six hundred members, they were told ems 
ployed bet one clerk to do all their duties, with 
the exception of the engrossing, and that was done 
in a cheap manner. In the State of Virginia the en- 
grossing was paid for out of the pocket of the clerk, 
ai the rateof a penny aline. But the gentleman 
from New. York said his colleague had adduced no 
argument! Why, what was the committee insti+ 
tuted for? Wasit not to examine the subject, and 
to collect evidence bearing upon it? And yet, with 
this duty imposed and laboriously exercised, as 
had been evinced in this House by the committee, 
amember of the House had interrupted him-for 
such a purpose as to say that he was as-able to. 
judge as the committee. Truly, truly, the sun 
both rose and: set on the district of the gentleman 
from New York. If they had the opinion of the 
Clerk against the report, they had the report of the 
committee against the opinion of the Clerk, whose 
esprit de corps would lead hiin to object to reduc- 
tion. Butifthe force ef 1838 could do the duties 
then, it could do them now, in these hard times, 
when retrenchment was the duty of every citizen., 
Why, when such was the result of an overwhelm 
ing necessity, whieh ramified itself through every 
house in the land, should they siand out to 
the full dimensions of more prosperous times, 
when the only question was how to spend 
their money? There was a- wide. difference 
between a full and an empty purse... With 
a full purse, their hand might be “as open as 
melting charity, bat when they were brought , 
down to sbinplasters, it was a diflerent thing. : Bat 
this was not ali; they were not to step’ wieh them- 
selves; they were to carry reforms into every de- 
partment of the Government. The coatiogent 
nses of several of the Deparimeñis exhibited 
an exirecrdinary aspect. He hoped the- House 
would adopt the resolution of his colleague, though 
it did not go to the extent that he desired, and after 
going to the outskirts of this hall, that it wouid be 
followed. up by other reforms equally necessary 
ad important. | 
oon, BROWNE obtained the floor, but (the morn- 
ing -hour having almost expired) yielded it, on the 
suggestion of Mr, FILLMORE. — 

A message in writing was received from the Pree 


H 


‘aident of the United States, by the hands of Jonn |] 


Tryize jr. bis private secretary. `- 
- GENERAL APPROPRIATION. BILL. 
On. motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the House re- 
: solved itself: into Committee of the Whole on the 
the state of the Union, (Mr. Batacs. of Massachu- 
setts in the chair,) and. resumed.the’ consideration, 
of the “bill. making appropriations -for the civil 
and diplomatic expenses of the Government for the 
year 1842.” ` x . 
The CHAIR stated that the question. was on. the 
second item, which is in the words following: 
“No. 2. For pay of the officers and clerks of the Senate and 
House of Representatives, in addition to the sum. already 


appropriated to that object during the present session, twelve 
thousand five hundred dollars.” . 


Mr. McKEON obtained the floor, and said, for 
the purpose of giving as wide a latitude to the de- 
bate as possible, he should make the motion to 
strike out the énacting clause of this bill, 

Tne CHAIRMAN decided that the motion to 
strike out the enacting clause in committee was out 
of order. 4 

Mr. McKEON said he should take the whole 
range of the debate, and would endeavor to con- 
fine himself to the bill. He now moved to amend 
the second clause by reducing it one thousand dol- 
lars, and to amend all the other items by reducing 
them in the same ratio. 

The CHAIRMAN decided that it was not in 
order to move an amendment to any other than ` 
the clause now under consideration; and stated 
that the motion now was to strike out in the 
second clause of the bill $12,500, and insert 


$11,500. 

Mr. McKEON said he had no disguise in his ob- 
ject. He wished to debate— 

Mr. FILLMORE rose to a question of order, 
and inquired whether there was not now a motion 
pending to increase this clause, which was maide 
the other day by the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, [Mr. Cusnina. ] . 

The CHAIRMAN said he had decided that 
motion out of orcer. This was the only pending 
amendment. He would suggest to the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. McKzon] that his remarks 
must be confined to the proposition he now made. 
The bill had to be read through by clauses, for 
debate and amendment; and when the bill should 
have been gone through, on the motion that the 
committee rise and report the bill to the House, 
the whole merits of the bill would be open to de- 
bate. F 

Mr. CUSHING inquired whether the question 
of order was not pending when the committee 
rose? 

The CHAIRMAN said he was undecided whe- 
ther the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Cusn- 
inc] made the point of order or rot. 

Mr. CUSHING said he did. But, on further 
reflection, be was satisfied that a resolution of the 
House authorized the appointment of a clerk, 
and he now withdrew the point of order. 

~ Mr. McKEON inquired if a motion to strike 
out all the bill except the first section would be in 


order. 

The CHAIRMAN decided that it was not in or- 
der to strike out any thing but the clanse under 
consideration, because they were now proceeding 
to consider the bill by clauses. 

He would suggest to the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. McKeon] that, in his opinion, a gene- 
ral discussion of the bill, or particular clauses, 
weuld not bein order. The rule of the House 
contemplated that the bill should be read thrcugh 
by clauses, to be debated or amended as they were 
read; and when the whole bill had in this way 
been passed through, the merits of the whole bill 
would be open to discussion on a motion to rise 
and repoit ihe bill. 

Mr. McKEON appealed from the decision of 
the Chair. 

The appeal was briefly sustained by Mr. Mce- 
KEON, and opposed by Mr. CUSHING. 

Mr. CLIFFORD suggested to the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. McKeon] to withdraw his 
present appeal, and if the Chair decided that a mo- 
tion to strike out the enacting clause was not in or- 
der in committee, to appeal from that decision for 
the purpose of settling the point, 
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Mr. McKEON then withdrew bis appeal, and 


-méved to strike out the enacting clause of the 


“bill. co 
The CHAIRMAN decided that the motion in 
. Committee of the Whole was not in. order, from 


the authority of the Manual, which declared that — 
it was not competent for a committee to whom a | 


bill was referred to destroy that bill: He would read 


from páge:150 of the Manual, where they found. 


the following: 


“If it be a bill, draught of an address, or other paper origi- 
nating with them, they proceed by paragraphs, putting ques- 
tions fer amending, either by insertion or striking out, if pro- 
posed: but no question on agreeing to the paragraphs sepa- 
rately. - This is reserved to the close, when a question is put on 
the whole, for agreeing to it as amended, or unamended. But if 
it be a paper referred to them, they proceed to put the questions 
of amendment, if proposed, but no final question on the whole: 
because all parts of the paper having been adopted by the 
House, stand of course, unless altered, or struck out:by a vote. 
Even if they are opposed to the whole paper, and think it can- 
not be made good by amendments, they cannot reject it, but 
must report it back to the House without amendments, and 
there make their opposition.” 


S€By a rule of the House it was provided that 


a motion to strike out the enacting clause of a 
bill should take precedence of a pending amend- 
ment. This motion to strike out the enacting 
clause was a motion to destroy the bill, which 
the laws of the Manual declared it was not 
competent for the. Committee of the Whole to 
do. In conformity with this, a day or two 
since, in Committee of the Whole, the gentleman 
from Virginia had moved to strike out the enact- 
ing clause of the bill then before the committee. 
The Chairman then decided thatthe motion was not 
in order, an appeal was taken, and the decision of 
the Chair was sustained. On the motion to strike 
out the enacting clause, the whole merits of the 
bill would be open, but the rules of the House di- 
rected that, when a bill was referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole, the bill should first be read 
through by the Clerk, and then the Clerk should 
proceed to read it by clauses for separate conside- 
ration.. That was the injunction of the rules, 
When the committee should have passed through 
the bill in that manner, and a motion was made 
to rise and report the bill, it furnished ample op- 
portunity for unrestrained debate. And that mo- 
tion could not be put when any member chose to 
debate the bill. 

Mr. McKEON appealed from the decision of 
the Chair. 

After remarks on the appeal by Messrs. CLIF- 
FORD and ADAMS— 

Mr. CLIFFORD said, if he had understood the 
decision of the Chair as relating merely to.a 
question of time, and that after the bill had been 
gone through, it would be. in order to strike out the 
enacting clause, he should not have debated it 
at all. If the Chair now decided that it was a mere 
question of time, he would not quarred with the 
decision. 

The CHAIRMAN decided that the motion to 
strike out the enacting clause of the bill while en- 
tering on its reading by clauses for amendment 
or discussion, was not in order generally under the 
law of the Manual, which was that the committee 
could not destroy a paper committed to them. The 
Chair said that when the committee had gone 
through this bill by clauses, on a general motion 
to report the bill to the House, the question would 
beopen for full discussion. Then the gentleman 
from Maine, orany other gentleman, might move 
to report the bill to the House with a recommenda- 
tion that the bill be not passed. 

The Chair decided that the rule must be follow- 
ed, and the bill be read through by clauses for 
amendmeni or discussion, on each clause sepa- 
rately, before the general merits of the bill were 
debated. 

The appeal was debated at some length by 
Messrs. HOPKINS, FILLMORE, TILLING.- 
HAST, and UNDERWOOD, who sustained, and 
by Messrs. ATHERTON, PROFFIT, and 
POPE, who opposed ike decision of the Chair. 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia said, when this appeal 
was first taken, he felt entirely disposed to sutain 
the Chair, being driven by an impulse to restrain 
the licentiousness of the debate, and confine it to 
the points at issue. On reflection, he perceived 
this would not be the effect; for it had been con- 


ceded by members on all hands, as well as by the EE 


Chair, that, after discussing the whole bill, section 
by section, it will still be open for all the latitude 
of debate allowable under the motion to strike out 
the enacting clause. ` : Í : 
The motion to strike out the enacting clause was 
designed to cut off useless debate, in cases where 
a majority “of the House might be opposed to the 
principle of the bill. In such cases, therefore, it- 


. will be a saving of time to anticipate the discus- 


sion of the details by.a vote on a proposition to 
strike out the enacting clause. . But in cases where 
the House would hold on to the billand amend, it. 
isa mere matter of form and immateniality whe- 
ther the-discussion in chief shall precede or follow 
the debate on the details. ` i 

So much, then, for the effects of the decision as to 
the expediency and alleged reform of the proceed- 
ings of the House. But this question must be de- 
termined by the authority on which the Chairman 
rests, saying, that “the committee cannot destroy 
a bill.” This being good authority if the effect of 
this motion be to desiroy the bill, or in other words’ 
to reject it, in the purview of the authority cited, 
there is no room to doubt. Butl take it that the 
foree of this authority is, that the bill must be re- 
ported back to the House with such recommenda- 
tions as the committee may make in regard to it, 
as stated by the gentleman from Massachusetts. 

Here I need some information of the Chairman, 
and desire to ask two questions: The first has been 
anticipated by the honorable gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts on the right, showing that, admitting the 
decision of the Chair to stand, the bill will still be 
open to equal latitude of debate. 

The second is this: If, on the motion to strike 
out the enacting clause, the committee should de- 
cide affirmatively, will the enacting clause be ob- 
literated or annihilated?—or will it, with the rest of 
the bill, be reported to the House, accompanied by 
the recommendation of the committee to strike out 
the enacting clause? 

The CHAIRMAN replied that in that event, the 
striking out would be the destruction of the bill, 
and the committee would report that fact to the 
House. ” 

Mr. COOPER. not being satisfied with thean- 
swer, repeated the question. 

And the CHAIR substantially repeated the 


_ Same answer. 


Mr. COOPER said, he had failed to get the de- 
siredinformation of the Cuar, and would vary 
the question so as to apply it to the second clause 
of the bill, and ask whether, if that were ordered to 
be stricken out by the committee, it would not 
still, with the residue of the bill, be reported back 
to the House, with the proposition of the com- 


-mittee to strike i¢ oud; that it would not in faci be 


stricken out by the committee, but abide the action 
of the House on the committee’s recommenda- 
tion? 

The CHAIRMAN said it would be reported 
back with the recommendation to strike out. 

Then, said Mr. COOPER, what is true of the 
second section, must also be true of “the first. 
And it follows that a motion to strike out the en- 
acting clause made in Committee of the Whole, 
does not involve the destruction of the bill, but 
merely the propriety of recommending its destruc- 
tion to the House, since the act or fact of striking 
out must be desided end performed by the House. 

This being true, it follows that the authority re- 
lied on by the Chair is not applicable, and there- 
fore the motion to strike out the enacting clause is 
in order, and the decision of the Chair erroneous. 

Gentlemen are mistaken as to the supposed ad- 
vantages of the decision. The advantage is in fa- 
vor of existing practice. 

The mistake or error of the Chair, grows out of 
a misinterpretation ofthe purport of the authority 
on which he relies. Its object and end was to re- 
serve to the House the fate of the bill, and sot suf- 
fer the committee to smotherit in its arms. If this 
authority is made to operate an exclusion of this 
motion, it will, for the same reason, exclude every 
motion that shall Involve a rejection of the Dill, 
Bat, in answer to the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts on the right, [Mr. Apams,] the Chair has ad- 


| vised us that such a proposition, with privilege 


of discussing in its broadest latitude, would be in 
orders. The motion now-made involves no more, 
and is, therefore, likewise in order. -If so, the ap- 
peal oughtto be sustained. 

The CHAIRMAN said he would briefly state 
the grounds for his decision. A bill had been com- 
mitted by the House to its commitiee; and now 
. what was the duty of the committee when they en- 
` tered on the consideration of the bill? The House 
had described by their rules what it must be. First, 
that the bill should be read threvgh by the clerk for 
information; second, that it should be read by 
clauses, to be amended and debated by clauses, 
and when they had gone through the bill, noting 
such amendments as they might meke on a sépa- 
rate paper, that they should report it to the House. 
The Clerk had now read the bill through, and had 
commenced reading it by clauses. They had 
passed one and came to the second. The gentle- 
man from New York [Mr. McKeon] bad proposed 
to amend it, which was in order, and on that 


amendment he had proposed to debate the whole 


merits of the bill. The Chair had decided this 
was notin order. “The gentleman then had moved 
to rtrike out the enacting clause of the bill. 
Chair had decided that it was not in order. And, 
first, because it was contrary to the rule of pro- 
ceeding laid down in the rules of the House, which 
were laid without regard to expediency. It had 
been said by gentlemen that the rules of the House 
governed in commiitee. They did, so far as they 
were applieable. Was the motion which was now 
made, a motion to amend the bill? It was not. It 
was a motion to destroy the bill. And did that 
come within the Jaw by which the House had given 
their committee power to proceed to read the bill 
by clauses and amend and debate them separately? 
He apprehended not. 

But the Chair did not rest here. He turned to 
the parliamentary law, which deciared that when 
a bill was referred to them by the House they 
could not do-—what? Not, in the language of the 
gentleman from Georgia, [ ir. Cocrmp,] destroy 
the bill; but that they could net reject it. That 
was the language of the law. If they struck out 
the enacting clause of the bill, did they noi reject it? 

If this moion prevailed, bere was a bill ofsome 
two or three hundred clauses, in the discussion of 
the second clause of which they would strike out 
the enacting clause, and report to the House, not 
that they had gone through the bill and examined 
clause by clause, but that they had rejected the bill 
without that examination. 

Gentlemen had said if the decision of the Chair 
was sustained, it would cut off debate. The Chair 
did not so understand it. The rule was intelligent 
and reasonable, and, if this committee adopted it, 
they. would sce the great advantage of going 
through the bill by clauses, and discussing the 
clauses on their several merits. And when the 
eommittee should have gone through the hill by 
clauses, a motion to rise ani report it to the House 
wou'd open the whole merits, and the question 
could not be pat until every member had had an 
opportunity ef debating it, if be desired. If the 
committee overruled the decision of the Chair, the 
gentleman from New York would make his speech 
on this motion, and then withdraw it, Another 
gentleman would, perhaps, on the next clause, 
move to strike out the enacting clause, and make 
a speech, and thus it would lead to a protracted de- 
bate, without discussing the details of the bill. 

The question now was, “Shall the decision of 
tbe Chair stand as the judgment of this Housel” 

The question was taken by tellers, who rerorted, 
ayes 78, noes 52 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 

Mr. FILLMORE rose for the purpese of mak- 
ing a motion which the House bad ordered to be 
made. 

The CHAIRMAN said the gentleman frem 
New York [Mr McKron] was entitled to the fror, 

Mr. FILLMORE submitted that the motion he 
intended to make was first in order. 

Mr. McKEON resumed the floor, and moved 
that the committee rise. 

Which motion psevailing, 

The committee rose and reported progres’, and 
obtained leave to sit again. 
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The Hcuse then ađjourned. | ` - 


THE RETRENCHMENT RESOLUTIONS. 


Thé following are the entire series.of resolutions 
which conclude the Report of the Select Commit- 
tee on Retrenchment in the contingent expendi- 
tures of the House of Representatives: ` 


Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be, and he is hereby, 
authorized to continue in his office the services of the three as- 
sistant clerks authorized by resolutions adopted by the House 
on the 6th day of March, 1826, and the llth day of October, 
1837, in addition to the six-assistant clerks now authorized by 
law, at the annual salary now received by them respectively; 
and that he employ no greater number. of assistant clerks at 
anytime in his office, unless permitted so to do by an order or 
resolution of the House. 

Resolved, That, in addition tothe messenger now authorized 
by law to be employed by the Clerk, he be authorized to em- 
ploy. two assistant messengers, at the same compensation al- 
lowed to the other messengers in the service of the House, and 
oa laborer, in liewof the six messengers now employed in said 
office. í 

Resolved, That the office of draughtsman of the House be, 
and the same is hereby, abolished. z 

Resolved, That the Doorkeeper be, and he is hereby, autho 
rized to employ in his department the services of ten messen- 
gers, eight pages, and two laborers, in lieu of the twelve mes- 
sengers and twelve pages now in the service of the House. 
And that the Postmaster of the House be authorized to conti- 
nue in the service of his department four messengers, being the 
same number now employed by him. SN 

Resolved, That- the compensation to be paid to the several 
messengers, pages, and laborers, in the service of the House, 
whether employed by the Clerk, Doorkeeper, or Postmaster, 
shall be as follows, to wit: to messengers a sum not exceedin, 
$2 50 per diem, to pages a sum notexceeding $2per diem, an 
to laborers a sum not exceeding $1 50 per diem, to be paid in 
each case for the time only that such person shall be in the 
actual service of the House; which compensation shall be in 
full for the services rendered by the several persons aforesaid, 
respectively. f 

Resolved, That the Doorkeeper be, and he is required, re- 
quired to contract with some responsible person for the services 
of the same number of horses and mail carts as are now autho. 
rized to be employed, on the best terms he may find practica. 
ble, the price in either case not to exceed that now given for the 
same services, to be kept in the public stable, for the use of the 
House; and that it be a part of the contract for the hiring of said 
horses and mail carts, that the owner of said horses, during the 
continuance of such contract, ehall take good care of the. stable 
and keep the same at all times in proper condition, he paying no 
rent for the same except his care and safe-keening of the pro- 
perty, and receiving no compensation for such care and safe- 
keeping, beyond the value of the use and possession thereof 
during the period of his contract; and that during the recess of 
Congress. or so soon as the use ofsuch horses and carts can be 
dispensed with, the stable be closed, and remain under the care 
and superintendence of the Doorkeeper to the House, 

Resolved, That hereafter all fuel, candles, and oil, purchased 
for the use of the House, be, and the same is hereby, declared 
tabe inthe care and custody of the Doorkeeper, who is here- 
by forbidden to permit the same, or either or any’ part thereof, 
to be usedin the restaurateurs attached to the Capitol, or for 
any other purpose whatsoever, except for the immediate use of 
the House, its committees, officers, and members. : 

Resolved, That the Clerk be, and he is hereby, authorized, as 
the agent of the House in this behalf, to purchase, on the best 
terms he may find practicable, such stationery as may be re- 
quisite for the use of the House and the Clerk’s office; that he 
cause to be recorded, in a well bound book suited to that pur- 
pose, the bills and invoiceg of all the stationery he may so pur- 
chase from time to time, and shall label, file away, and pre- 
serve in his office, the. originals of such bills and invoices, so 
that thesame may beat ull times readily referred to; that he 
deliver to the Postmaster of the House such kinds and quanti- 
ties of stationery as from time to time may be necessary for 
the use of the House, keeping an accurate account of the 
eame, and also of the quantity and value of that used in the 
Clerk’s office; and that hereafter, in the annual reports now 
required by law to be made by the Clerk, showing the amount 
of expenditure from the contingent fund of the House, he be 
required to stateaccurately and distinctly the quantity and cost 
ofall the stationery used by the Louse and the Clerk’s office se- 

rately. 
pa eatied, That the Postmaster of the House be, and he is 
hereby, authorized and required to deliver to each member of 
the House the usual articles of stationery now furnished to the 
members. to an amoumt not exceeding in vaiue, at the Cost price 
in the statiosery-room, the sum of $25 for the long session, and 
$20 for the short session of Congress; that he keep a true and 
accurate account ofall stationery which he may so deliver to 
the several members of the House; and if, in any.case, a mem- 
per shall require and receive a greater amount of stationery 
during either session than is provided, the Posimaster 
shall, before the close af such s to the Sergeant: 
at- Arms an account of such exce: beyond the amount respec- 
ed, who is her requiredto dednet the 
mileage of such mem- 
sury. Provided, That 
e made appiicable to the use 
of envelope paner w i the jolding-room. 

ed, That the Postmaster be further authorized to deli- 

verz] committees of the House, such 

red for that purpose, by the respec- 
mittees, Keeping a true and accurate 
J cost of Nvered. The Post- 


amount 0i 
bers, and ref 
is imitation 


use of the 


of any committee. exce 
pis order, nor to any one except to the members of the Heus2 
and iis cfficers. 

Resolved, That henceforth it be a standing rule of the House 
that at the commencement of each sion of Congress the 


departments of the Government required by law or usage 
furnished to the House, reports frota committees of the House; 
and bills and resolutions; and: to. report whether, -in-their opi-- 
nion, the public interest requires that such paper, document, . 
; ot other matter, should be printed for the use of the House or 
the.country; and for that purpose, every such paper document, 
or other matter, when présented to the House, if !asked to: be: 
printed, shall be considered as referred to said committe, with- 
gout any specific motion of reference; and no order ‘to-print. such’ 
matter shall be made- by the’ House, unless an examination 
thereof, as aforesaid, shall have been previously made; x < 
Resolved, That it be hereafter a standing rule of the House 
that no extra compensation be allowed to any officer, measen- 
ger, page, laborer, or other person in the service ‘of the House, 
or engaged in or about the public grounds and buildings, k 


IN SENATE, IA 
Tuurspay, February 17, 1842. i 4 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communicatio 
from the Treasury Department, with reference to the assay, of 
goldand silver coin, their value, &c. i 

Mr. STURGEON presented the memorial of merchants, me- 
chanics, and manufacturers of Piteburgl , Pa. praying for the 
passage of the Exchequer bill: referred to the select commit- 
tee on that subject, : i . f 

Mr. GRAHAM, from the Committee on. Claims, made an ad- 
verse reporton the petition of tue heirs of Robert Fulton, which 
was ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 2 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE presented a remonstrance from Mount 
Clemens, Michigan,. remonstrating against a. repeal of the 
Bankrupt law, and. suggesting. that banking corporations. be 
included in its provisions: referred to the Judiciary: Coni- 
mittee, . : oe 

Mr. MOREHEAD, from the Committee on Manufactures, : 
reported a bill to authorize-Charles M. Strader.to ‘import, free 
of duty, two iron steamboats, suitable to the navigation of the’ 
Western waters; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. i i pe 
Mr. PRESTON, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
reported, without amendment, the bill for the relief of Alexan- 
der Hamett, late consul of the United States at Naples, 

On the motion of Mr. PIERCE, it was 

Resolved, That the Committeeon Pensionsioquire into the 
expediency of granting a pension to John Stewart. 

The adverse report of the Committee of Claims, in the case 
of the heirs of Phinehas Babcock; of the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, in the case of Lieut. Joseph Blackwell, and 
the case of the legal representativesof William Rumney; were 
severally taken up and concurred in, 

The adverse report of the Committee of Revolutionary 
Claims, in the case of the heirs of John de.Treville, was taken 
up, and, on motion of Mr. CALHOUN, laid on the table. ` 

Mr. HENDERSON submitted the following: ; 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to fur- 
nish to the Senate, in tabular form, under such heads and divi- 
sions as to exhibit the information in separate and distinct meme 
bers and results, a list of all the appointments made in the Navy 
since the 4th of March last; the several offices or places to which 
appointed, and dates of appointment; the number of applicants 
on file in the Department from each State for the several places 
to which these appointments have been made; the States, Ter- 
ritories or districts where the individuaisso appointed were: 
born, were then citizens of, and from. which api-cinted, and 
when appointed atlarge. What, according ta the Jast census, 
of the Federal apportionment, would have been the proportion 
each Statc,. Territory, and district would have received if 
such appointments had been made on thatratio; and what the 
disproportion to the several States, Territories, and districts, on 
the same ratio which has resulted from the appointments 
as actually made. Whatis the rule observed by the. Depart- 
ment in making appoinunentsat large, and what the class of 
applicants to which that rule is limited. | 

Mr. WOODBURY suggested the following modification, 
which was accepted: ` | 

“And that he also furnish the Senate witha tabular statement 
like the exhibit (6) annexed to his report ofthe Nih instant, add- 
ing thereto the number of officers and men attached to the Ma- 
rine service atthe commencement of the year 1842. 

Mr. HENDERSON submitted the following, which lies one 
day, under the rule: F EON 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be request- 
ed to cause to be furnished to the Senate, from all the several 
Executive Departments, the number and names of the various 
agents or commissioners (or by whatever other designation of 
trust they may be called or known) who are not officers, agents, 
or commissioners by express provision of law, setting forth the 
date of their several appointments, the services to which ap- 
pointed, the particular Departments to which such servgce ap- 
pertains, by whom they have severally been appointed, by what 
authority their several appointments are assumed to be made, 
the salary, pay, or expenses allowed to each, from what funds 
paid, and by what authority payment thefeo! Is directed to. be 


made. . a Fn 
Mr. MOREHEAD submitted the folowing, which Hes one 
day, under the rule: n 
Resolved, That a Committee on Retrenchment be added to 
the standing committees of the Senate, whose doty it shall be 
to take into consideration the expenditures of the Government 
ia the several departments thereof, andto inquire whether 
any, and, ifany, what recrenchinent can be made without in- 
jury to the public service; and to report thereunon, together 
with such information relative thereto as to them shall seem 
nt 
earn NcROBERTS presented a memorial from. citizers of 
Dlinois, praying for the establishmentof a post roule: referred 


Speaker appoint a committee, cou of three members. ta 
be denominated the Committee on Printing, whose duty it shail 
De to examine all papers and documents, of every description 
whatever, which it may be proposed to have printed, except 
messages, reports, and statements from the various offices and 


t mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
9 the OSTPONEMENT OF THE BANKRUPT LAW. 


| Mr, SIMMONS submitted the following resolution, viz: 


t i iciary be instruct- 
Resolved, That the Committee onthe Judiciary be i ° 
ed to report a bill to provide for the postponement of the bank. 
rupt jaw for one year, X A 

i lfe observed that, if it was not improper, he would move that 
the sense of the Senate be taken upon the subject, as the in 
struction was made in conformity with the resolutions of the 
Legisl of Rhode Island. | f 

te CHAIR (Mr. Evans] said that the Senate had already 


j Dill fora postponement of the bankrupt law, and 
rejected a iog to the rales, when a bill was once rejected, one 
ofa similar import could not be offered again at the same ses- 


sion, 


indefinitely postponed. A 

The CHAIR thought.that the motion could not be entertained, 
the resolution not having been ruceived. by the Senate; and he 
repeated that the ground for this decision was, that a bill for the 
postponement of the Bankrupt law had been acted-apon at. the 
present session, and that this being of similar import, could not 
be entertained. The Chair, however, would submit the motion 
to the Seuate for its decision. 

_ the question was then taken on the reception of the resolu- 
tion, and it’ was decided in the negative, without a division. 

Mr. PRESTON presented a memorial from citizens of New 
York, proposing specific amendments to the Bankrupt law. 

Mr. LINN presented a memorial from the city of New York 
of asimilar character. 

Mr. LINN, on leave, introduced the following bills, which 
were read twice, and appropriately referred, viz: 

_ A bill to aid the Territory of Iowa in completing a peniten- 
tlary, therein partly erected: referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

A bill to establish certain post routes in and to the Territory 
of Jowa,andto discontinue certain routes therein mentioned: 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, introduced the following, which were read twice, and 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands, viz: 

A bill to provide for granting and txtending the right of pre- 
emption tothe settlers upona tractof land known as the “Da- 
buque Claim,” in the Territory of Jowa. 

A bill to reserve one township of land from sale for an asy- 
Jum for the deafand dumb in the Territory of lowa; 

i A bill for the relief of: James Anderson of the Territory of 

owa; ` 2 

A bill granting to the county of Johnson, in the Territory of 
Towa, the right of pre-emption toa tract of land for seat of jns- 
tice; and repealing the second section of act of 1839, making a do- 
nation of land to the Territory of Lowa, for the purpose of erect- 

- ing public buildings thereon. : 

A bill to authorize the Legislative Assembly to increase ju- 
risdiction of justices of the peace to a!l sums under a hundred 
dollars; referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, . 

Als», introdaced the following bills, which were read twice 
and referred to the Committee on Rods and Canals, viz: 

A bill in addition to the act to authorize the construction of a 
road from Dubnque, in the Territory of lowa, to the northern 
boundary of the State of Missouri, and for other purposes. 

A bill for agrant of land to the Territory of Iowa fora Me 
Adamized road from the city of Burlington, by Mount Pleasant 
and Fairfield, to the Raccoon Fork of the Des Moines river. 

A bill to continue the improvement of the navigation of the 
Mississippi river at the Des Moines and Rock river rapids, and 
for other purposes. 
A A bill for the construction of certain roads in the Territory of 

owa. 

A biil granting to the county of Linn, in the Territory of Iowa, 
a pre-emption to a quarter section of land upon which the seat 
of justice of said county is now established, 

On motion ot Mr. SEVIER, the Senate then proceeded to the 
orders of the day, when the following engrassed bills were read 
the third time and passed, viz: 

The bill to provide forthe claims of the State of Georgia for 
money advanced by that State on account of expenses incorred 
io calling oul milta in cases of emergency to aid in the si» 
pression of w hostilities in Florida and Alabama, and to 
protect the citizens of Georgia from sudden incursions and rava- 
ges of the Creek and Seminole Tadians. 

The bill for the reliefof suadry citizens of Ar kansas, who lost 
their improvemenis in couseqtence of a treaty between the 
United States and the Choctaw Indians. 

‘The bil to settle Lhe title to certain tracts of land in Arkan- 


sag. 

‘Pho bill in relation to donations of land to curtain persons in 
the State of Arkansas. 

The bill to confirm the survey and location of claims for land 
in ihe State of Mississippi, east of Pearl river, and south of the 
Bist degree of north taticude. 

The bill for the relief of Ephraim P. Dixon. 

The biil for the relief of Jesse Carpenter; anit 

The bill for the relef of Clark Woodraot. 

The following bills were then taken up as in committees of 
the whole, cons od, reported to the Senate, and ordered to be 
engrossed fora third reading, viz: 

A bill for the relief of Captain J. Thrackmorion. 

A bill to provide for the settlement ofthe claims of the State 
of Maine for the services of her militia. 

A bill for the relief of certain settlers on the public lands, 
who were deprived of the benefits of the act granting pre- 
emption rights, which was approved on the J9th June, 1834. 

A biilto perfect the titles to lands south of the Arkans 


ver, held under New Madrid locations and pre-emption rights, ! 


A bil 
the sal 


nerein 
t without 
Sls 


and Missouri, for that pnrposi 

A bill for che relief of Bohraim Sprague. 

‘A bill forthe relief of James Keiser and Barnett Foley. 

‘A bill for the relief of Caroline E.Clitherall, widow of Dr. 
George ©. Clithcrall, late a surgeon inthe arwy of the United 
States. 

The bill to. continue in force the act for the final adjustment 
of private land claims in Missouri, approved Mh July, 1522, 
and 2d March, 1833, was taken up as in committee ‘of the 
whole. 


Mr. LINN said that this bill had passed the Senate twice 
almost without objection, but was buried annually in the House 
of Representatives, amongst the unfinished business, without 
ever having been voted. It wae all important to Missouri to 


CONGRESSION 


L ‘GLOBE. 


tiled: definitively; and-as a 
and. gone to. the House, 


have this question of private jand.se 
general bill has passed the Senate, 


“should it become a law it would obviate the necessity of acting 


on this measure until the fate of the other was known. Should 
the action of the House be: unfavorable, he would then callup 
this bill, and ask its passage. . : Ge poet Nite 

The bill was informally passed over. 

Several other bills were taken. up in. committee, discussed at 
some length, and pestponed till to-morrow. . L 

Mr. MANGUM gave notice that he would, to-morrow, ask 
Jeave to introduce a.billto-provide for the construction ofa war 


- steamer for harbor defence. D doa 


The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, February 17, 1841. 

The journal of yesterday having been read and approved. 

Mr. FESSENDEN, on leave given, ‘presented the petition of 
Asa Clapp and others, inhabitants of Portland, Maine, praying 
that an appropriation be made for the defence of Portland har- 
por; which was referred to the Committee on Military Af- 
airs. 

Mr. COOPER of Pennsylvania rose and said, that, by the 

courtesy of the gentleman from New York, (Mr. Bowne,}] who 
was entitled to the floor, he would ask leave to offer the joint 
yesolution reported fr the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
which he wouldask might now be considered, (which was 
read for information, as follows:) ; 
., Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the authority givento the Secretary of Wa: by the joint resolu- 
tion, approved second May, ore thousand eight hundred and for- 
ty, to continue the employment of two clerksin the business of 
reservations and grants under Indian treaties, be extended after 
the expiration of the period for which thatauthority was granted 
for the term of two years. 

This resolution, Mr.C. remarked, proposes to continue two 
clerks, now employed in the office of the Commissioner of In- 
dian Affairs, for the term of two years, after the 9th day of 
May next. Theseclerks have been employedin this Bureau 
since 1836. Atthis last period, a portion, and very important 
portion of the duties of the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, was transferred to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs; 
and, by theactof 9th May, 1836, the employment of these clerks 
wasauthorized for theterm of four years. At the expiration of 
that time a joint resolution was passed for continuing them for 
(wo years more. This lastterm will expire on the Sth of May 
of this year; and noapnropriation has been made in the general 
appropriation bill for their further continuance, although the 
business on which they have been employed is as. onerous and 
important as ever. The policy pursued by the Committee of 
Waysaad Means, of striking out all appropriations for officers 
not existing in pursuance of law, I highly approve. The object 
of this resolution is to give a legal sanction to the employment 
of these officers, the committee having satisfied itself that their 


services are aisolutely indispensable to the transac- 
tion of the public business, They are employed in 
the business which arises ont of reservations and 


granta wider Indian treaties. These claims of the reservees 
and grantees, their alienees, and all the rights of all parties to 
snch grants and reservations, undergo investigation by them. 
These grants and reservations, and the conflicting claims grow- 
ingout of them, are very numerous, and their settlement highly 
important to the citizens of many of the States. Under every 
new treaty with the Indians, occasion for the labors of these 
clerks is furnished, while many, very many of the grants and 
reservations under former treaties remain yet unadjusted. Tt is 
r certain that, for years to come, their services will be in- 
dispensable. But I will send to the Clerk, to be read, a commu- 
nication transmitted to me from the Secretary of War, which 
will show the necessity of the continuance of these clerks. 

Mr. HOPKINS made a remark, which the Reporter could 
not hear. 

Rut Mr. COOPER said that the resolution had been reported 
by him from the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr, LINN objected, remarking that he could not permit the 
resolution to pass without some inquiry. 

Mr. COOPER said that if the resolution gave rise to debate, 
he was under obligation to the gentleman from New York (Mv. 
Bowne] t0 withdraw it. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi hoped the objection would be 
withdrawn. 

But not being withdrawn, 

Mr. COOPER withdrew the resolution, (giving notice that he 
would again offer it, so soon as he could obiain the floor.) 

Mr. KENNEDY of Maryland, from the Committee or Com- 
merce, reported, on teave, a bill for the reliefof Charles B. Wall; 
read twice, refervad to the Committee of the Whole, and, with 
the accompanying report, ordered to he printed. 

Mr: WALLACE of Indiana moved a change of reference of 
certain papers in the case of —— Pearson; ordered accordingly. 

Mr. SUMNEIRS called for the orders of the day. i 

REPORT ON RETRENCYMENT, ` z 

The unfinished business of the morninghonr was thë follow- 
ing resolution, the first of the séries herdjofore repotted from 
the Select Commiitee on Retrenchment ig the contingent ex- 
penditures of the House: 1 2 

Resolved, That the Cierk of the TTouse Be, and he is hereby 
authorized to continue in bis office the services of the three as- 
sistant clerks authorized by resolutions eae ty the House 
on the 6th day of March, 1s and the Ijth dayjof October, 

537, in addition to We six assistant clerks now puthorized by 
inw. at the annual salary now received by them} respectively; 
and that he employ no greater number offassistant clerks at 
any timein bis office, untess permitted so toide by an orgey or 
resolution of the Tous ig 

Vo which resolution Mr. Cornon had heret@fore offered the 
following subsiitmte amendment: 

sand, in addition thereto, that he be authorized to continue 
the two essietant clerks naw employed in his office, and who 
have been employed therein since 1838” 

Mr. BOWNE, who had the floor frem yesterday, resumed the 
debate. We commenced by observing that, in his judg ment, the 
House an} the country were much indebted to the committee 
for the labor they had performed and the report they had given 
to the House onthis subject For one, he felt rejoiced that the 
doctrine of retrenchment and reform bad had a practical com. 
menecement, and he would go as far as he who goes the farthest 
to carry out that principle in every department of the Govern- 
ment, where it can be done consistently with the public inte- 
rests. He felt, however, that he was compelled to differ with 


| 


the committee whe reported the resolution: under considera- 

tion, and vote for the amendment offered by his colleague’ from 
New York, {Mr. Gorpow.} In doing this, he did not mean the 
slightest disrespect to the committee; for he could not ens 
tertain the idea for a moment that they had been 
governed by impure. or improper motives, and he doubted. 
not they had anxiously looked at the facts presented 
farther consideration, and given the House such a report as the 
honest dictates oftheir judgments suggested; but incoming to 
a conclusion, he had been governed by the. same facts as had 
occupied the mind ofthe committee; and it was nothing strange 
that the same facts should produce different conctusions.on dif- 
ferent minds. He proposed very briefly to.call the attention of 
the House tothe facts reported by the committee—not only the 
facts given in evidence to‘them, but those. which they had re- 
ported tothe House. He confessed his opinions had under- 
gone à change in a great degree, after the arguments which he 
heard yesterday, and since reading the report for himself. The 
proposition now made, was to reduce the number of clerks and 
pages. supplied by the Hoyse; and upon looking into this-re- 
port, he had become satisfied that the public interest might suf- 
fer by a reduction. . The committee says at page 3 of the re 
‘port—and he begged theattention of the House while he read it: 

“The committee ure satisfied that the number of assistant 
clerks has not increased in aratio beyond the increase of 
business in the office. Ifthe clerks employed in 1818 were not 
more than adequate to the performance of.the labor then to-be 
performed by them, the number now in service is not too 
Jarge for the duties to be performed duting the session of the 
House. The admirable method and order observed throughout 
the eatire arrangement of the office requires the labor of many 
hands, and the benefit of such a system more than compensates 
for the extra expense of keeping it up. The faithful preserva- 
tions of the records and original papers belonging to the House, 
with copious indexes, rendering them easy and instant of access, 
are absolutely essential to the proper discharge of the business 
of Congress, and at the game time constitutes the best source 
of future legislative history.” 

The committee then go on to show what was the labor and 
the duty of these clerks, and they show thatthey are laborious, 
and that they had been faithfully performed. . 

Atpage seven of the report the committee, speaking of 
the allowance made to these messengers or Clerks, say— 

“The quantity of reading matter distributed to the country 
from the folding room has been largely. increased of late years, 
andis now immense. The Committee of Accounts, in their res 
port to the House made March 31, 1838, say, ‘From the time 
ofthe war the practice gradually grew up of printing extra 
numbers of documents, as a thing of common occurrence; and 
these extra numbers have gradually increased, as the members 
of the House increased, and the demand for documents through- 
out the nation increased so that of late yearsas many as fifty 
thousand, it is believed, have been ordered, of a single docu- 
ment. 

© Jt is almost always the case that the documents which ac- 
company the Presidenv’s message, at the commencement ofa 
session, have to be divided into several parts ; this, of course, 
greatly increases the business of the folding. More than one 
hundred thousand copies of the message of the President are 
usually annually subscribed for by members, and are folded by 
the attendants. This isin addition to the number printed by 
over of the Ffouse. But that which throws mote business inio 
the folding establishment than even the documents printed by 
order ofthe House, isthe practice (which also commenced 
about the time of the war, and has continued augmenting from 
that time onward) of printing vast. quantities of speeches in 
pamphlet form, all of which are folded by the attendants of the 
Ifouse, Ofsome of these speeches, itis said by the officers of 
the Htouse that a hundred thousand copies have been folded. 
Toall these may beadded the numerous circular letters (0 Con- 
stituents, which membersare in the habit of having printed, 
all of which are folded at the House. Each of these circulars 
generally exceed many thousand capies; so thatit is computed 
by those having charge of this branch of business, that in the 
course of a session some millions of packages are put up in the 
folding room. The labor necessary to accomplish all this is 
very great, and must necessarily require many hands. When 
these labors are carried into the night, as is often the case, it 
seems to have been regarded as extra work, and to have been 
considered as laying the fonndation forextra compensation.” 

That was the history of these duties, as given by the commit- 
tee; and now what evidence had they that there was one em- 
ployed beyond the number necessary: to discharge the duties? 
The only evidence the committee had. reported to the House, 
was the information given to them byaclerk of the House, who 
certainly was in asiluationto know the duties, and whatnum- 
ber was necessary to perform them, For one, inthe absence of 
other proof, he (Mr. Bowne) was disposed to credit the state- 
ment of the clerk to the commitice; and he now asked the Clerk 
of the House to read a portion of that evidence. 

The CLERK accordingly read from page 27 of the report as 
follows. 


“Anopinion prevails extensively that the clerks, though 
paid by the year, have no duties to perform during the recess 
of Congress. This is not so- during the recess they record, in 
jarge bound books, all the reports of committees; of depart- 
ments, of the preceding session, whether printed or net printed, 
with the documents which accompany them. ‘Thia may, to 
many, seem unnecessary and useless, Experience has proved 
the contrary. A regular and continuous record of its reports, 
hag been found to be indispensable by every committee, to the 
proper and intelligent discharge of itsduties; and in compiling 
the edition of State Papers, printed and reprinted under the act 
of Congress of 1833, these record books, in many Cases, fur- 
nished the only copy of many most yaluable and important 
siate papers which was found to bein existence, notwithstand- 
ing they hal been printed at the time of their co nation—the 
printed © pies having entirely disenpeared—the originais hav- 
ing been lost by constant use, or were destroyed by the burning 
of the Capitol m 1814; and the Department from which it ema- 
nated not having preserved a copy, or, ipreserved, it had been 
lost or destroy: Anc Jthink Lam warranted in saying that 
the records and books of this office afford more information of 
theaflairs and business of the Government than those of any 
other public office of the country. Its indexes are more nu- 
merous, complete, digested, and detailed, than any other with 
which 1 am familiar. The system of filing and preserving tts 
papers, and of indexing them, is so admirable, that a paper 
which may have been presented fifty years ago, if it be in the 
office, and not accidentally misplaced, can be traced and found 
ina few minutes; notwithstanding the number of papers at this 


time mày amount, it is believed, to hundreds öf thousands. I- 


mention the fact with pride, because it speaks well of the intel- 
ligence and diligence with which the business of the office is 
transacted, *. i 
“Independent of making up these records, which already 
number somè hundreds of very large volumes, closely written, 
‘there.are many other official duties devolving upon those em- 


lyed in the office of the House: A vast amount of printing is 


left unprinted at the close of a session, and it often happens that 


zit is not completed for months; it occupies much ofthe time of | 


 :the chief clerk, and of one or two of the other clerks insuperin- 
_ tending the printing. 

“As aoon asa session of Congress closes, inquiries come in 
‘from all parts of the country, as to what has been done upon 


subjects which had been before the House. Petitioners are | 


writing to ascertain the fate of their applications. Copies of 
. papers are called for by individuals or departments. Business 
‘of this character is difficult and perplexing, and requirés the 
constant attention of the chief clerk and of one or two of the best 
assistants of the office. ý 
“The original papers of a session are to be collected from 
‘places where they are left by the carelessness or inattention of 
those into whose hands they may have passed during a session. 
The search is frequently carried beyond the walls of the Capi- 
tol. They are all to be opened, examined, collated, and arranged; 
and as there are many thousands of them, and upon every subject 
that can. possibly be imagmed, it is labor requiring much care, 
skill, and time. When assorted and arranged, they are careful- 
ly packed in bundies, which are as carefully lettered and de- 
scribed on the back; soas that any paper may be instantly and 
- readily referred to when called for upon emergency. 
“Phe originals, which are not packed away in bundles, are 
- arranged and laid off, to be bound in large volumes, classed ac- 
cording to subjects or the Departments from which they come. 
“The printed documents ofa session are to be collated into 
volumes, and full and copious indexes made; a work requiring 
skill, care, and capacity for ita intelligent execution, as every 
thing depends upon the indexes. 
“An index record is also-made of all the petitions which may 
have been presented, with all the proceedings had upon them; 
and when it is considered that they amountto many thousands 
-it agession, some idea may be formed of the magnitude of this 
work alone. 

_ “Indeed, it is almost impossible accurately to define the du- 
ties of the clerks; there is enough, and of short recesses more 
-than-enowgh, to Keep them fully employed; and taking into ac» 
countthe time they are closely confined during a session, over 
and above the time devoted to business in any other office of the 
Government, it is a fact which can scarcely be questioned, that 
the clerks of Congress are employed a larger amount of time in 
the course of the year than those of any. other public office of 
the country . 

“In regard to that branch of the inquiry which calls upon me 
to state whether the number of persons now employed under 
my direction is necessary ‘to the proper dischacge of the pub- 
lic service, and whether the number can be reduced compati- 
ble with the public interest, I have to state that I believe the 
number-is necessary ‘for the proper discharge of the public 

2 business,’ and cannot be reduced ‘compatible with the public 
interest. i 

“The business of the House requiring the aid of clerks to dis- 
. charge it, has of late years, and, indeed, for the last twenty 
years, increased in a ratio much greater than the increase of 
the force to execute it; consequently there is a much greater 
amount of labor apportioned to each person at thistime than 
formerly. 

“Reference to the journals of the House and to the files of the 
office, will establish this fact to the satisfaction of any persen. 

“The journals of the House are at this time treble the size of 
those of fifteen.or twenty years ago; of Jate yearsa larger num- 
ber of petitions, resolutions, and papers, have been presented 
ina single day, than formerly came before the House in an en- 
tire session. To give an idea of the labor which is bestowed 

- upon a single petition or memorial, I will state that when pre- 
sented, it ia minuted in the minute book at the table in, the 
House, in which the name of the presentor and the disposition 
made or proceeding had upon the paper, is briefly set down; a 
corresponding minute is made on the back of the paper; it is.ta- 
ken to the office and read, and its substance abstracted and en- 
teredon the journal, with all the proceedings upon it; its de- 
scription is then endorsed on it, and it is then registered, in 
which the name of the presentor, the natare of the paper, the 
date, and the disposition made of it,are set outin appropriate co- 
lumns; it is carried to the committee room, and entered on the 
docket of the committee; so that there are six distinct entries, be- 
fore it passes to the committee. When reported on, the nature of 
the report is endorsed on the back, the register is referred to, 
and the proper entries made there. ‘The report is also endorsed 
and entered, Ifthe report be favorable, and accompanied by a 
bill, they are both entered separately, with their titles, each in 
two separate books, one a register of business sent to the press, 
the other in the report and bill books. 

“When itis considered that at ‘a session of Congress of late 
years, the petitions and memorials presented amount to many 
thousands, and that the reports have, atsome sessions, exceeded 
two thousand, some idea may be tormed of the magnitude of 
this branch of business alone. i 

“The business of Congress has increased at a rapid rate, and 
thers is every reason to believe it will continue to increase, and 
as the present force of the office is not dcvmed more than suff- 
cient ‘for the proper discharge of the public business” a sense 
of public duty would seem to require thatit shouid not now be 
reduced, and that it’would be ‘incompatible with the public in’ 
terest’ to reduce it.” 

Mr. Bowne then resumed. Iere they had not only the 
opinion of the Clerk of the House—a more competent judge 
than any member could he—bat he gave them data on which 
they could form a jadgment for themselves—he gaye them a 
detail of the duties which the several clerks have to perform, 
and he (Mr. Bowna) submitted to the judgment of every mem- 
ber on the floor, if that description of it were the true one, 
and he presumed no man would question its truth, whether 
there was a force employed in the Cicrk’s department beyend 
what was necessary. He, Mr. B. was satisfied there was not, 
What were the arguments given them by the learned gentle- 
man who stood at tbe head of the Select Committee, yes- 
terday, in favor of reduction? Why he told them, in the first 
place, that the Legislature of his own State (Virginia) didnot 
require so many clerks—that no State ofthe Union required as 
many, and yetthey got on easily with their duties. All this he(Mr. 
Bowns) granted, and yet all the clerks, he believed, were re- 


“quired here. He would mention. one single fact: there were 


` sometimes,sin. one single day, as many petitions presented in 


this House as were presented in some State Legislatures during. 


a whole session; and they had seen what the Clerk hadto do | 


with them, there being six different entries of them to be made. 


Again,-there were more reparts made here “in one year.than in - 


five or six years, perhaps, in any of the State Legislatures; and 


these had allto be recorded, as well as the disposition of them. ~ f- 
ai Ape aweatoftheir brow, their hard: laborin; 


Here there was a perfect answer to the arguments of the gentle- 
_man[Mr. Summers] yesterday. Another suggestion was made 
by the learned gentleman, which did not: seem to be borne out 
by the facts reported; it was, as the chairman supposed, that 
these clerks, in the recess, were employed solely in the disposal 
of petitions. ; i 
Mr. SUMMERS said the gentleman haa misapprehended—he 
had adverted to a the duties mentioned by the clerk in his 
report. : ‘ 
_Mr. BOWNE said he had not heard the gentleman very dis- 
-tinculy, and he accepted the conection. But he againasked, 
how stood the case? There was the report of the committee, 


which showsthat the clerks had been faithfully working day ` 


and night, and during the session the chairman of the commit- 
tee did not propose any reduction, for it was designed to give 
the clerk authority to procure additional help: the onty object 
then wasthe salaries öf two clerks during the recess. This was 
the statement as given by the committe itself. Now much as 
he respected the committee, he was constrained to go forthe 


amendment of his colleague, and vote to retain ;the two ` 


clerks. 

A few words more, and he haddene. He regretted that any 
gentleman on that floor had thought proper to introduce the 
subject of party politics into thatdiscussion. In his judgment 
it was ill-advised. That the interests of those clerks, and of 
the public in retaining them, should be promoted by an appeal 
to party drill, appeared to him to be ill-timed and out of place, 
The question should be, Does the public interest require that 
these clerks should be retained? Are mote employed than are 
necessary todischarge the duties devolving on the Clerk of this 
House, through himself and his agents? If there are, curtail 
them. He went for retrenchment, for the Treasury was ex- 
hausted, and they had no money left wherewith to pay. He 
went for the doctrine so loudly praised and {professed, but so 
little practised. He repeated that a partisan appeal was ill- 
advised, andhe could assure his colleague [Mr. Morcan] that 
the less said on the subject, and on the past action of this House, 
would be the best for his friends. The gentleman, [Mr. Mor- 
GAN,] in allusion to his colleague, [Mr. Gorvon,] eaid it was 
their vocation tooppose retrenchment, and that he expected 
this because his colleague (Mr. Gorpon] had opposed the ap- 
propriation to Mrs. Harrison at the extra session. 

Mr. MORGAN explained. He alluded to the expenses of the 
funeral of the late President. 

Mr. BOWNE said he accepted the explanation. Well, then, 
why was it that these appeals were introduced? Did not the 
gentleman himself vote for that bill? Was he not in favor of 
giving every dollar that the committee proposed who reported 
it? FRe (Mr. Bowne) certainty heard but very few objections 
to it; and why should his colleague [Mr. Morean} make it the 
subject of taunt to his colleague (Mr. Gorpon} for opposing 
what he deemed lavish expenditures, 

Mr. GORDON said, in explanation: I did not, as insinuated 
by my colleague from the Cayuga district, (Mr. Morcan,] in 
the debate on this resolution yesterday, make a speech or 
give a vote against the appropriation to defray the funeral 
expenses of the late President. So far from it, in my re- 
marks against the gratuity bill, giving $25,000 to the widow 
Warrison at the extra session, I distinctly stated that Congress 
ought, and no doubt would, out ofa sense of decency and pro- 
priety, appropriate a reasonable sum to defray those expenses, 
and subsequently voted for it. Now, sir, my colleague was 
here, and must have heard what I said on that occasion, and 
must have been acquainted with the fact of my having, by my 
vote, supported the measure which I had thus previously de- 
clared it became Congress to adopt. Yet, sir, on yesterday, 
in his remarks on the resolution under consideration, without 
the pretence or semblance of a single fact on which to base 
his remarks, he had the face to gay he ‘believed I was one 
of those who complained of the extravagances of the funeral 
expenses of the late General Harrison,” and imputed to me 
a willingness “to prowl over the grave for objects of economy 
and retrenchment.’ Having made this explanation, and set 
the matter right in puint of fact, I Jeave it to my colleague 
to settle with his own sense of propriety, with what regard to 
candor or truth he made the imputation. 

Mr. BOWNE would repeat, that if his colleague [Mr. Mor- 
GAN} consulted the interests of his friends, he would not again, 
on any guestion involving retrenchmentand reform, introduce 
to. the notice of the House the action of this body during the ex- 
tra session, or the present winter. Why, on the question of 
Abolitionism, some two or three weeks of the time of the House 
had been consumed by members, sitting there to the tune of 88 
a day, and thus they had spent enough to pay for these two 
clerks and the pages for several years. But this could be done, 
and nota voice heard on the subject of retrenchment and re- 
form; members could sit there and waste, nay, worsejthan 
waste t 

Mr. MORGAN rose, and desired to make an explanation. 

Mr. BOWNE said, as a general rule, he was willing to give 
way for an explanation. n 

Mr. MORGAN. I ask itforexplanation. Task my colleague 
if he did not vote against laying the resolutions on the table? 

Mr. BOWNE said he did, and he was willing to state his rca- 
sons to the House. 

The SPEAKER intimated that, to branch into that subject, 
would not be in order. 

Mr. BOW aid he supposed that was the reason why his 
colleague was willing to put the question, knowing well a 
question of order would be raised when the question had been 
popped and ihathe (Mr. Bownz) would not be allowed to an- 
swet. Hlewas going to say that ordinarily he would give way 
for the purpose of explanation, but not for interrogation, 
when he had said any thing which called upon any gentleman 
fora reply. But he alluded now, and merely for the reason 
that the subject had been already introduced—and he alluded to 
it withoutany disrespect to the memory of the late President of 
the United States, to the doctrine of retrenchment and re- 
forr, as practised by bis colleague, [Mr. Morcan,jand those 
who acted with him during the extra session. He alluded to the 
gratuity, in the face of the Constitution, and money -which was 
thrown into the lap of the wealthy, who had sufficient of this 
world’s goods, and to the fact that not a word was then heard 


_ tion bill, makifig the Treasury bankrupt, the patriotism. 


respecting the doctrine of retrenchment. s form. i 
alluded to the fact that when, | for political party: objecte, 
came necessary tosquander the people’s.money. by, 


colleague {Mr, Morcan}cooled, and not a- word wasthedr 
him ofretrenchment arid reforin. - But when two pageta 
floor, and two clerks in the Clerk’s department were to.B 
posed .of—their. laborers, the ‘men who carned th : 

A i boring: and hår 

en were to be disposed of, then they heard enough on th 
lectof retrenchment and reform; then the patriotism 6! 
colleage was waked up, arid he-could discover lavish expendi- 
tures.-. How much did they hear during the Jate Presidential 
campaign about the wages of labor?’ Then the Democracy was 
destroying the poor laborer—then that cry was heard on every 
mountain top, in every valley, and on every hill: through this 
wide empire; but now the first reform attempted here was a 
blow aimed at the laboring man.” Lep the gentlemen opposite 
introduce that system in other departmenta and he(Mr. BowNE) 
would go with them hand in hand.. He held in-his: hand a 
statement of -expenditures which showed an outlay, in 
some of the Departments for costly. chairs on which to sit 
down; gold pens with which to decapitate heads; andnews- 
papers, periodicals, and even a publication by Madame de 
Stael, besides many books of: poetry. for the head of the Rtate 
Department. Now let them curtail those expenditures—-let the 
heads of the Departments understand by ‘the action of the > 
House, that such expenditures of the public money are not.to 
be tolerated. He was as serious ashis colleague to curtail ex- 
travagance where it existed, but for Heaven's sake, “hands 
off” the little laboring boys and clerks who work, not. only by 
day but by night. Let not the first onslaught be made:on their 
laboring men. Yet notwithstanding all this, he would go.with 
the committee if he thought the public interests would not 
suffer by. curtailing these laborers. We repeated again, he did 
not impute any thing wrong. to the committee; but he believed 
they had erred, though with honest. motives. -He believed, 
however, that many suggestions had been made by the commit- 
tee, for which they deserved the thanks of the country. There 
was one item of public printing in which they thought $14,000 
ayear could be saved: and in the reduction of such expendt- 
tures they should have his co operation, and he regretted being 
placed in a position of opposition to any curtailment coming 
from any quarter, but he didit because he thought the service ” 
of these persons was required, and for his opinions he had 

iven his reasons, ` . 

Mr. MILTON RROWN followed. Every man, he said, 
whether Whig or Democrat, was in theory an economist, But 
the difficulty was that the precise point at which reform should 
commence couldnever be found. And he feared it never would 
be found by a large number of members on this floor. Since 
his ears had been saluted with sounds on this subject, (which 
was as long ashe could recollect any thing) every one had 
been an economist; but the misfortune was, that when any one 
pointed out where economy should commence, the response? 
was, No, not here, but in some other place. ` And hè feared the 
precise place never would be found. a 

The-evil of which this country complained was, not that it 
had been too liberal to is soldiers, ur to the widows of those 
who had served the country. No; the complaint had been that 
the expenditures of the country had been enormously increased, 
and no one could tell where. eg eee es 

Mr. B. alluded here to the great increase of public offices 
which had taken place in the various Departments of ibe Go- 
vernment without authority of law, but which were said.to be 
legalized by appropriations for their salaries. In thia way. it 
was that the patronage of the Government had been extented 
step by step to the-pre:ent enormous extent, and yet the re- 
sponsibility rested nowhere. f f 

Now, what had the House done? H had appointed a com- 
mittee, and that committee, after an elaborate investigation of 
the subject, had made a report, stating, amongst other things, 
that these two offices at least were unnecessary. Would not 
the House, witha desire to begin sincerely and in good earnest 
the work of reform, sustain the report of the committee? | 

His theory was to pay fair and liberal compensation to every 
officer. But he was opposed to the multiplication of offices in 
all cases without authority oflaw, whether they were necessa- 
ry or not. It was enough for him to know that the office was 
not established by law; and such was the fact in the case of the 
two officers here referred to. Aud a stronger evidence of the 
alarming progress which this mode of adding to the offices of 
the Government had made, was to he found inthe fact that here 
was a solemn resolution intreduced to abolish that which never 
had existed by law. 

Mr. B. proceeded to make a few general remarks on the sub- 
ject of economy and reform, and the obligation which rested on 
the Whigs to carry out their pledges in velasion thereto. 7. 

When, the morning hour having expired, (Mr. Brot having 
soncluded)— 

Mr. FILLMORE called for the orders of the day. 

THE BOARD OF EXCHEQUER. | j 

Mr. CUSHING, chairman of the Select Committee on Ti 
nance and the Currency, rose and said that he had teen ins 
structed by the Select Committee on the Plan of Finance to re- 
quest permission to make a report in part on this subject this 
morning. ; 

No objection being made— i coh 

Mr. C. said that the said committee, to whom had been reler- | 
red the petition of Thomas H. Baird, proposing 2 plau of 
finance, requested to be discharged from the further considera- 
tion thereof. A A 

Also, (Mr. C. said.) the committee to whom had been refer? 
red so much of the President’s message as related to the plan 
of finance therein recommended to Congress, and. to whom 
also had been referred the letter of the Secretary ot the Tan 
sury, accompanied by the draught of a biH. for the ARA 

ment of a Board of Exchequer, hag treats him to make a 
report in part, accompanied bya btk. = 47 Reena 

The bill was then read a first time by ite title, as follows: 

“A bill amendatory ef the several acts establishing the Tre 
S Department ? oy A 

o BARNARD called for the reading of the b, a 

Mr, CUSHING presumed, he said, that he held the floor, in 
order to complete the report which the committee had autho- 

i i make. : 
rized Min RNARD (addressing the Speaker.) Js it not cempe- 
tent for me, on the second reading, to call for the reading of the 

ilat length? 

Phe SPEAKER said it was, unless the House should refuse 
the privilege; and the gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 


Conic} would still be entitled to the'floor after ‘the bill was || 


` réad. 
Objection was made to the reading, ; we 
Afler a brief conversation; Mr. ARNARD withdrew hig 


motion. : à : Bae f ` 

Mr: CUSHING then said, T introduce a report accompanying 
the bill, and am instructed by the committee to move that the 
billand report bë printed; that they be. referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole: on the state of the Union;-and.that two 
thousand five hundred extra copies of the bill and report be 


' Mr. G. DAVIS rose and said, that, a8.a member of the com- 
mittee not concurring in the measure:reported by the majority, 
orin the report of the committee pwhich accompanied the bill, 
he begged Jeaveto submit a counter report. ` 

The report was understood to be (by leave) sent in. 

Mr. KENNEDY of Maryland stated to the House that he did 
not concur in the ‘report of the committee; that. it contained 
principles against which he was obliged. to express his dissent, 
and as, according to parliamentary. rule, it was necessary to 
obtain thejeave of the House to make a counter report, he rose 
to give notice that he should probably hereafter submit his ob- 
jections tothe bill and report in that form. He was anxious to 
reserve this rightto himself asa member of the committee, and 
would, at the proper time, perhaps, avail himself of it, 

Mr. GARRETT DAVIS moved that the same reference be 
given tohis report which had been assigned to that of the ma- 
jority of the committee, and that ‘the same number of extra co- 
pies be printed. 

Mr. ARNOLD hoped, he said, that no extra copies would be 
ordered of the reports. 

_ A division was called on the motion to print. 

The report and bill (presented by Mr. Cusnine) were then 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and ordered to be printed. 

And the question recurring on the motion to print 2,500 extra 
copies of the said bill and report— 

Mr. WISE rose and said, that so far as concerned the fprint- 
ing, the committee were (he believed) unanimous in making 
the report. t . 

Mr. G. DAVIS said be was quite willing, if the House was so 
disposed, that no extra copies should be printed. But he hoped 
the report he submitted would, in that respect, abide the same 
fate as the other, . ‘ 

[Cries of “Certainly, sertainly.’7] . 

Mr, KENNEDY of Maryland said he would fnow state 
what he had not known until to-day, that the original report 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, with the bill sent inat the 
commencement of the session, had never been printed, except 
for the use of the Ifouse. He thought it was fair and proper 
that the report should be printed, and he therefore moved the 
printing ofthe same number as was {inoved in relation ‚to the 
present report. 

Objections were made. 

Mr. TURNEY (making a remark not heard by the Reporter) 
moved that the further consideration of the motionto print an 
extra number be postponed until Monday week, that the House 
might have an opportunity tojudge of the propriety and expe- 
diency of agreeing to that motion, i 

Mr. HOPKINS, on the principle, he said, of economy, moved 
the previous question. 

r. STANLY desired to know from the chairman of the com- 
mittee what the committee meant by a report in part? 

The SPEAKER. No explanation dre in order unless the 
previous question is withdrawn. 

Mr. STANLY hoped no objection would be made to an an- 
swer being given to hisinquiry. Objected to. 

e question was then taken on the demand for the previous 
question. 

But the House refused to second the demand,“ 

The question recurring on the motion to print theextra num- 
ber of copies— 

Mr. STANLY said he now inquired of the chairman of the 
committee what the committee meant by a reportin part? Had 
thecommittee finished the consideration of this particular 
scheme? Or what did the reportin part mean? 

Mr. CUSHING. Ido not understand disincuy what the gen- 
tleman says, 

Mr. STANLY. Iwish to know what you mean by saying 
this is a report in part? Has the committee conciuded its deti- 
berations on this particular scheme, which has been referred to 
them, orno? — 

Mr. CUSHING. All I can say is, we present a report in part, 
‘The gentlema: will judge for himself whether the commitee 
has or has not discharged its whole functions. 

Mr. STANLY. Then the gentleman declines to answer the 
question. 

Mr. ARNOLD rose to say afew words‘on the motion to 


rint. 

Butthe SPEAKER heresaid that the unanimous consent 
which had been given by the House was to receive the report, 
not togointu a debate. 

Mr. ARNOLD was understood to say that the refusal of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. Cusuine] to answer the 
inquiry of the gentleman from North Carolina, (Mr. Stany,} 
was conclusive that Congress ought not to print extra 
numbers of this, until they knew whether it wag the whole re- 


ort. 

R Mr. TURNEY insisted on his motion to postpane. 

A brief conversation followed on a point of order between 
Mr. BRIGGS and the SPEAKER. 

Mr. SHIELDS (remarking that he understood the report was 
not a very long one) called for the reading of it. 

The SPEAKER. ft can only be done by an order of the 
House. : : 

Mr. & MASON inquired of the Speaker whether, ifthe mo- 
tion to postpone prevailed, the ordinary number ef the report 
and bill would not, in the interim, be printed? 

The SPEAKER. ‘That has already been ordered. 

The question on the motion to postpone was then taken, and 
decided in the negative—ayes 50, noes not counted. 

So the motion to postpene was rejected. A i 

And the question again recurring on the motion to print an 
extra number— 

Mr. CHRISTOPHER H. WILLIAMS (remarking, as the 
Reporter thinks, that the House ought first to ascertain whether 
an extra number ought to be printed, before giving the order) 
asked the yeas and nays, which were ordered. 

Mr. WISE inquired of the Speaker whether it was not a 
manar of right, before voting for the printing, to have the paper 
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“The SPEAKER. was understood to say that a gentleman 
from Tennessee (Mr. TurngY) had submitted the same ques- 
tion; and that, ın the opinion of the Speaker, it was the rightof 
the member...” i . ; 

ae MERIWETHER moved to lay the motion'to print on 
the table. 2 k 

Messrs. WISE, STEENROD, and SHIELDS, then seve- 
rally rose and called for the reading on the motion to lay on the 
table. es g 
Some conversation followed, in which Messrs, WISE, GEN. 
TRY, FILLMORE, and G, DAVIS participated. 
When the Clerk proceeded to readthe report. ` 
Mr. WISE hoped the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Cusuine] would read his own report. -— ; 
Objection was made, and some confusion followed. 
Mr. BRIGGS insisted that. the gentlemanhad a right to read 
his own report. ` 
The SPEAKER said he had not decided to the contrary: 
Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucy, inquired ifthe Speaker decid- 
ed that the genteman had the right to read the report? 
The SPEAKER said he did so decide. ` 
Mr. ANDREWS appealed from the decision. 
Mr. CUSHING: Ihave a seat in this House; and Irise in my 
place tą read the report, as I havea right to do, 

_Mr. ANDREWS insisted that the gentleman had not the 
right, the report being in possession of the House, and not of 
the chairman of the committee. 

Mr. HOLMES, Is this serious legislation, or is it boo- 


lay ? 
P Mr. BURNELL moved that his colleague [Mr. Cusnine] 
have leave to read the report. : 
The SPEAKER. There isalready a question pending on the 
appeal. - 
Pie question, “Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the 
judgment of the House?’? was then taken, and decided in the 
affirmative without a division. 
So the decision of the Chair wasaffirmed, 
Mr. MERIWEYHER rose to withdraw his motion to lay the 
motion on the table. . 
The SPEAKER. Stil the reading is demanded on the metion 
to print. : 
in. CUSHING then read the report, and, after the report, 
the bill, which is as follows: 


A BILL amendatory of the several acts establishing the Trea- 
sury Department. 


Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
‘That there shall be, and hereby is, created and established inthe 
Treasury Department, at the seat of Government of the United 
States, a Board, to be called the Exchequer Board of the United 
States, to be composed of the Secretary of the Treasury for the 
time being, and the Treasurer of the United States for the time 
being, and one Commissioner, to be-appointed by the President 
of the United States, with the advice and consent of the Senate; 
the said Commsssioner to be appointed for four years; and nei- 
ther he nor the Treasurer of the United States shall be removed 
from office, except for physical disability, incompetency, or ne- 

lect, or violation of duty; and, in case of any such removal, it 
shall be the duty of the President to lay the reasons thereof be- 
fore the Senate; and the said commissioner shall receive an an- 
nual salary of three thousand dollars; and the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall preside over the Board. 


Sac. 2, And be it further enacted, That said Board may es- 
tablish agencies or offices in the United States, not exceeding ten 
in the whole; and one of said agencies or offices shall be esta- 
plished at the city of Boston, in the State of Massachusetts, one 
at the city of New York, in the State of New York, one at the 
city of Philadelphia, in the State of Pennsylvania, one at the 
city of Charleston, in the State of South Carolina, and one at the 
city of New Orleans, in the State of Louisiana, and one or more 


of all the other five agencies or offices, if necessary for the pub- - 


lic service, may be established, from time to time, at such other 
place or placesas said Board may deem expedient; and it may 
change the location thereof at intervals of twelve months, as 
the public service may require, for the transfer or safekeeping 
and disbursement of the pubiic money, 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That for the said Board 
there shali be a principal clerk, with a salary of —~ dollars per 
annum, anda register, with a salary of —— dollars per annum; 
and for each agency or office of said Board, to be established as 
aforesaid, there shall be one superintendent, with a salary 
of —— doilars per annum; and a register, with a salary 
of —— dollars per annum, and if the business of such 
agency or office require it, a clerk for each superinten- 
dent, with a salary of —— dollars per annum, and a clerk 
for each register, with a salary af — dollars per annum, and 
the said superintendent and register shall be appointed by the 
President of the United States, by and with the advice and con- 
sent of the Senate; and the Secretary of the Treasury shall have 
power (oappoint the said clerks; and the said superintendents 
and registers shall be appointed for four years, and may be re- 
moved by the President of the United states for physical disa» 
bility, orincompetency, or neglect, or violation of duty; but in 
all cases ofremoval, the reasons therefor shall be laid before the 
Senate ofthe United States. And the Secretary ofthe Treasury, 
shall have power, in case it shall be found necessary at any of 
the agencies, to appoint temporary clerks, not exceeding ten in 
the whole, for the transaction of the business of said board and 
its agencies, subject. to the supervision of Congress, with salaries 
at a ratenot exceeding dollars per annum. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the Exchequer and 
jts officers shall be the general agents of the Government of the 

Thited States for receiving, safvkeeping, and disbursing the 
public moneys, and transferring and transmitting the same, un- 
der the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury; and all pub- 
lic moneys received from whatever sources, shall, under the 
same direction, be paid into the the said Exchequer or itsagen- 
cies, or te the order of the Treasurer of the United States. And 
the said Board of Exchequer and its several agencies shall pay 
all warrants, drafts, or orders thereon by the Treasurer of the 
United States, and by all disbursing officers or agents of the Go- 
vernment having authority to make such drafts or orders. And 
the said Exchequer and its officers shall perform the duty of 
Commissioners of loans, in receiving subscriptions, transferring 
stock, and paying dividends and interest thereon under the di- 
rections of the Secretary of the Treasury; and shall render to 
the Treasurer ott he United States all necessary facilities for 
transferring and disbursing the pupue funds as shall be required 
by him, and shall perform all the duties of pension agents 
under the regulations prescribed by the Secretary‘of War; and 


shall render and perform all other duties and services in. rela 


“tion to the collecting, keeping, and disbursing of the public 


furids, as shali be prescribed by law, or by the Secretary of the 


Treasury. 


Suc. 5. And be it further enacted, That it shall be law- 
ful for the Exchequer at the seat of Government, and its seve: 
ral agencies, toreceive on private deposite gold or silver coin 
or bullion, the property of individuals, to be held as in other 
cases of deposite made by individuals for convenience and secu- 
rity, and to issue certificates of such deposite having been 
made; but the amount so deposited shall never exceed in the 
whole ten millions.of dollars unless otherwise provided by Jaw, 
tu be received on deposite as may be apportioned by the boar 
among its several agencies according to the extent of their busie 
ness respectively. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the said, boardand 
its agencies or officers are hereby authorized and directed; in all 
cases where the public creditors may prefer the same, to issue 
to them certificates of deposite for the amount or amounts of 
debts due them by the United States; l'ut the amount of said cers 
tificates to be issued to said public creditors shall not exceed the 
sum of ten millions of dollars issued and outstanding at any one 
time, unless otherwise provided by law. And it shall be the 
duty of the said Board of Exchequer and each of its several 
agencies at all times so to limit the amount of certificates s0 
issued that its gold and silver on hand shall be equal to the 
amount thereof outstanding. 

Src. 7. And be itfurther enacted, That the proper officer 
of the mint at Philadelphia and of the branch mints at New 
Orleans, in the State of Louisiana, Dahlonega, in the State of 
Georgia, and Charlotte, in the State of North Carolina, respec« 
tively, instead of the receipts now by them given, shall have 
power to issue like certificates of deposite to individuals or to 
the Government for the amount of all depesites of bullion or fo. 
reign coin of gold and silver made in said mint or its branches 
for the purpose of coinage, under such regulations and checks 
for the security thereof as the Secretary of the Treasury shall 
prescribe. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That all the said certi» 
ficates of deposite shall be redeemable on presentation at uie 
office, agency, mint, or branch mint where issued; they shall be 
receivable everywhere in payment of the public dues; no pres 
mium shall be demanded for issuing the same; and they shall 
be issued in such denominations not less than five nor more than 
one hundress dollars, as the depositor or public creditor may 
desire; and the Secretary of the Treasury shall cause to be pies 
paredand signed certificatesas aforesaid, insuch form as he shall 
prescribe, to be signed by the Treasurer of the United [States, 
and countersigned by the commissioner ef Exchequer. An 
the amount of all such certificates of deposite, public or private, 
outstanding at the end of every quarter, shall, sojsoon thereafter 
asthe same may be ascertained, be published by the Secretary 
of the Treasury, 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That the said board of 
Exchequer may draw bills or drafts on any of its agencies, and 
may authorize any agency to draw billsor drafts on the board 
or any other agency, and may sell and authorize its agencies 
to sell, such pills or drafts A St ony not exceeding the 
fair cost of remitting specie to the place of payment, and in 
no case to exceed (wo per centum onthe amount ofauch bilt 
or draft: Provided, That no bill or draft shall be so sold except 
forcash paid in funds receivable in payment of public dues, as 
hereinafter prescribed. : 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That itshall be lawful 
for said Board of Exchequer, and each ofitsagencies, when or- 
dered or ‘required so todo by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
to purchase domestic or foreign bills of exchange, for the pur- 
pose of transmitting the public funds ofthe Governmentto pay 
its creditors, ov for public use, and for no other purpose what- 
ever. And itshall not be lawful for the Board of Exchequer, 
or any agency, to purchase or gell any bill or draft drawn by 
or upon member or officer thereof, or in which such member 
or officer shall be in any way interested, nor to receive any de- 
posite of any money belonging to any such officer or member; 
and no bill shall bespurchased, or draft sold at any agency, 
without the assent of two of its members. 

Sec. 11.. And be it further enacted, That all payments 
made by the said Board of Exchequer, and any of its agencies 
or offices, or any disbursing officer of the United States, shall 
be made in gold or silver coin, or, with consent of the public 
creditor, in Treasury notes, or certificates of deposite to public 
creditors as hereinbefore provided, andin no other medium of 
payment whatever. And all dues to the United States, ur any 
officer or department thereof, may be paidin gold or silvec 
coin, in certificates of deposite issued under this act, in Trea- 
sury notes, orin the notes of banks which shall be immedi- 
ately convertible into specie atthe place where received. ` And 
the Board of Exchequer at the seat of Government, and 
each of its agencies, shall settle weekly or oftener with all 
banks in their neighborhood whose paper they may have re- 
ceived, and pay or collect, as the case, may be, all balances be- 
tween it and said banks; and no individual shall be allowedat 
atany time, as debtor to the Exchequer, or any of its agencies, 
in account. 

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That no agency eg- 
tablished in any State under the provisions of this act. shall, 
contrary toanylaw which such State may enact, receive any 
other deposites than those of the United States, or make or 
sell drafts, or purchase bills other than such as shail be netes- 
cae collection, transfer, and disbursement of the public 
‘unds. 

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That the said board 
shaiihave power to provide regulations for the government of 
the agencies aforesaid, the transaction of their husicess, and 
the rendering accounts of all their proceedings; and, in such 
regulations, they shail so assign and arrange the duties of the 
saperintendents, registers, and clerks herein provided, as that 
thesaid superintendents and registers shall be checks upon 
each other; and, for that purpose, they shall require that the 
accounts and proceedings of each shall be entered by them, 
or by their respective clerks aforesaid, in separate and proper 
books; and the said beard shall require ofall the principal offi- 
cers employed in such agencies bonds to the United States for 
such an amount, and in such form, as the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall prescribe forthe faithful performance of their 
duties, to be renewed annnally. er oftener, if the Secretary of 
the Treasury shall require. And full and exact accounts of the 
proceedings of the board and its several agencies shall be fur- 
nished to the Secretary of the Treasury, 68 often as he may 

resciibe; and it shall be the duty of the said Secretary to 
ay abstracte of the same before Congress, at the commence 


ment. of each.annual session, with an-account of all regula- 
Mons made.fir the government of said agencies, and to fur- 
nish full and particular accounts and statements of the trans- 
actions of the board and its agencies wlien required by Con- 


gress 2 
, Sno. 14. And be it further enacted, That the Board of Ex- 
chequer and its several agencies shall keep separate and dis- 
tinet seta of books, for the purpose of entering and recording 
in one set all transactions respecting the collection, keeping, 
and disbursing of the public revenue, and transmitting the pub- 
lic. moneys from place to place for the service of Government, 
and in another all transactions and accounts arising from deal- 
ings in exchange and other transactions not on Government ac- 
count. And all profits accruing from dealing in exchange on 
individual account shai] be applied, in the first place, to pay all 
salaries and compensations,- aad to defray all expenses incur- 
red under the authority of this act, and the residue thereof 
shall be placed semi-annually to,the credit of the ‘Lreasurer of 
the United States. . i 
Sgo. 15. And be it further enacted, That if it shall at any 
time be necessary to bring suiton any bill of exchange or other 
debt or liability arising out of any transactions under the pro- 
- visions of this act, such suit may be brought in the name of the 
United States, inany circuit court of the United States or any 
State court having competent jurisdiction. 
suc. 16, And be it further enacted, That the necessary 
rooms and vaults for the safekeeping of the public moneys, 
and for the transaction of the business of the Board of Exche- 
querand its agencies, shall be provided by the Treasury De- 
partment at the city of Washington, and in the custom-houses, 
mint, branch mints, and other public buildings belonging to the 
‘United States, so far as the same canbe furnished without de- 
triment ¢o the public service; and, when the same cannot be so 
furnished, the said board may provide others, $ 
Sec. 17. And be it further enacted, That the gross amouat 
of the public moneys of the United States; by whomsoever it 
- may be received or kept, and wherever it may be placed or 
transferred, shall be deemed and considered in the Treasury of 
the United States to the credit of the Treasurer of the United 


States; and no part of the same shall, as heretofore, be taken to < 


pay any expenses whatever in collecting or receiving the same 
before it is brought into the ireasury; but the said gross amount 

. Shall be accounted for, and all the said expenses of collecting 
and receiving the same shall be appropriated by law out of the 
Treasury, as in other cases of appropriation: Provided, That 
nothing herein contained shall be construed to prevent the 
transfer cf public moneys from one place, or office, or officer to 
another: nor to repeal or modify any of the provisions of law 
relative to the Post Office Department. 

Sec. 18. And be it further enacted, That if any member of 
the Exchequer Board, or any officer or clerk employed in its 
business, or any of its agencies, or any collecting, receiving, or 

` disbursing officer or agent of the United States whatever, in any 
manner concerned in the collection, safekeeping, transfer or 
disbursement of the public moneys of the United States, shall 
convert to his own use in any way, or shall use by way ofin- 
vestment of any kind of property or merchandise, or shall loan, 
with or without interest, any money or security deposited with 
or belonging to the said board or any of its agencies, or belong 
ing to any other persen or persons dealing or depositing with 
thesaid board or any agency, or shall so convert to his own 
use, appropriate, or loan any money or security belonging to 
the United States, orshall make any discount or exchange of 
funds other than an exchange for gold and silver, or shall make 
payments on account of the public service in any currency 
other than that furnished him and legalized by this act; every 
such transaction of such person is hereby declared to be feto- 
ny, and, on conviction thereof before any court ofthe United 
Sjates of competent jurisdiction, every such officer or agent of 
the United States, and all the persons participating in such 
acts, shall. be sentenced to imprisonment fora term not less 

‘ thaa one year nor more than seven years, and to a fine 
equal to twice the amount or value ofthe property so em: 
pezzled, P S 

Sec. 19. And be it further enacted, That if any Zofficer or 
member of the Board of Exchequer, or of any ofits agencies 
established under the provisions ofthis act, or ofthe mint, or 
any of its branches, shall give or signa false certificate of a de~ 
posite having been made with any agency. mint, or branch 
mint, or shallissue or deliver any certificate, draft, or bill of 
exchange without having reccived the full value thereof, and 
caused the receipt uf the same to he duly entered in the books 
of said agency, mint, or branch mint, or shall be guilty ofany 
other wilful malpractice by which any responsibility of the 
said agency of the Board of Exchequer, or ofthe United States, 
shall be improperly created or increased, he shall be deemed 
guilty of felony, and, on conviction thereofinany court of the 
United States of competent jurisdiction, shall be seutenced to 
imprisonment for aterm not less than one year nor more 
than seven years, and toafine equal to the amount of the 
false certificate so given, or ofthe bill or draft so issued orde- 
livered, or tothe amount-of the responsibility so created or in- 
creased. 

See. 20. And beit further enacted, That if any person shall 
falsely make, forge, or counterfeit, or cause or procure to be 
falsely made, forzed, or counterieited, or willingly aid and as- 
sist in falsely making, forging, or counterfeiting any certificate 
in imitation of, or purporiing tobe, a certificate of deposite 
aforesaid, or shali falsely alter, or cause or prosure to be false- 
ly altered, or willingly aid or assist in falsely altering any certi- 
ficate of deposite issued as aforesaid, or snall pass, utter, or pub- 
lish,or atrempt to pass, utter, or publish as true,any falsely alter- 
ed certificate of deposite issued as aforesaid knowing the same to 
be falsely altered, every such person shal! be deemed and ad- 
judged guilly of felony. and being thereof convicted by due 
course of law, shat! be sentenced to be imprisoned and kent te 
hard labor for a perio of noil year nor more than 
seven years, and be fined in a sum not exceeding five thonsand 
dollars. 

Seo 21. And be it further enacted, Thatif any person shall 
make or engrave, or cause or procure to be mate or engraved, 
or shall havein his possession ar custody, any metallic plate, 
engraved after the similitude of any plate from which any certi- 
ficates issued as aforceaid shall have been printed, with intent 
to use such plate, or 10 cause or suffer the same to be used in 
forging or counterfeitiug any of the certificates issued as afore- 
said, or shall havein his custody and possession any blank cer- 
tificate or certificates engraved and printed after the similitude 
of any certificate issued aforesaid, with intentto use such 
blanka, or cause or suffer the sameto be used in forging or 
counterfeiting any of the certificatesissued ag aforesaid; or shall 
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ing of certificates, and similar to tlie paper upon which any such 
certificates shall have beenissued, With intent-to use such pa: 
per, or cause or suffer the same tu be usedin forging or counter- 
feiting any.of the certificates issued as aforesaid, every such per- 
son, being thereof convicted, by due.course of law, shall besen- 
tenced to be imprisoned, and kept to hard labor for a term not 
Jess than one year nor more. than seven years, and fined in a 
sum not exceeding five thousand dollars. : 

The reading of the counterreport.of Mr. G. Davis was then 
called for. . oe ee 

And the Clerk had made some pregress therein— 

When, by generalconsent, and under the acquiescence of Mr. 
Davis, the further reading was dispensed with. 

Mr. KENNEDY of Maryland then formally submitted a mo. 
tion to amend the mation to print. by. including therein a like 
number of the report of the Secretary of the Treasury onthe 
plan for a Board of Exchequer heretofore communicated to the 
House. 

Which motion was rejected. 

And then two thousand five hundred extra copies of the report 
of Mr. Cusuie, and of the counter report of Mr. Davis, were 
ordered to be printed. And the latter report was referred and 
ordered to be printed (in the ordinary way)as the former had 
been. 5 

Mr. BRIGGS moved that the House adjorun; but withdrew 
the motion at the request of 

Mr. BARNARD, who gave notice tha ata proper time, he 
intended to offer a substitute, if not for the whole, at least for 
that part of the bill reported from the Currency Committee 
which relates to currency; the substitute to provide for an au- 
thority to the Secretary of the Treasury, without other ma- - 
chinery, to issue, in payment of public dues and in exchange 
for gold and silver, exchequer bills, of denominations and in a 
form fit to circulate as money, not exceeding fifteen millions of 
dollars; to be issued on a competent specie basis, say of one 
dollar to three; to be payable, on demand, in gold and silver, at 
the city of New York, the commercial centre of the Union, and 
receivable in payment of all public dues. 

And then the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, February 18, 1842, 


Mr. SIMMONS presented the credentials of the Hon. WIL- 
LIAM SPRAGUE, Senator elect from Rhode Island, in the 
place of the Hon, N. F. Drxon, deceased. Mr. 8. was then 
qualified and took his seat. , T 

Mr. ALLEN presented a memorial from citizens of Jefferson 
county, Ohio, asking an appropriation for the improvement of 
the naviga‘ion of the Ohio river; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Also, a memorial from Maumee city, remonstrating against 
the repeal of the Bankrup: act: referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary, 

Mr. PIERCE presented a petition from Lydia Steele, the only 
surviving child of the late General John Sullivan, representing 
that she is in pecuniary want, and praying Congress to grant 
such relief, in view of the services of her father, as may be in 
their power, Mr. P. made some remarks on the services of 
General Sullivan, who was the first man in the active rebellion 
which led to our independence, and made an appeal in behalf of 
the petitioner. The petition was then referred to the Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Claims, W . 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Military Affairs, re- 
ported the bil) for the relief of certain companies of Michigan 
militia: waich was read, and ordered to a second reading, 

Mr. PHELPS, from ‘he Committee on Revolutionary Claims, 
made adverse reports on the claim of the heirs of Samuel Y. 
Keene, for commutation pay; on the claim of the executors ef 
Thomas Griffin, for bounty land; and on the claim of the admi- 
nistrator of William Sanford; for commutation pay; which 
reports wére severally ordered to lie on the table and be 
printed. fa aol 

Mr. EVANS presented the petition of the administrator of 
Thomas Cutts, of Maine, for certain indemiity; which was re- 


have in his custody or possession any paper adapted to the mak- 


ferred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, reported a bill 
for the relief of Zachariah Jellison; which was read, and ordered 
to a second reading. A 

Also, an adverse report from the same committee, in the case 
of Joseph Rosati; which was ordered to lie on the table, and be 

tinted, 

p Mr. WOODBURY presented a memorial from the city of 

New York, proposing certain amendments to the Bankrupt 

law; which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
THE COMPROMISE ACT. . 
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the country; and, when‘their ponds depreciated, the evils unde 
which they now suffered, as a -Cofisequence, ensued. AS to : 
Compromise, he had: already said: that it: was. bis purpose; a 
long az he should remain in the Senate, to maintain that the or 
ginal principles of the act should-be: carried'out fairhfuliy 
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honestly; and;if in. providing -for an’ adequate revëbue: 
economical administration of the Government, they couldat’ 
same time afford incidental. protection, he. would be happy: 
both of these objects could be accomplished; butif it’ showd Dë- 
necessary for the interests of Pennsylvania to go beyond a reves“ 
nue tariff, for the. purpose obtaining protection, then he hoped? 
that every Senator and Representative from. that State, and 
those who thought it necessary to transcend the revenue, would 
take up this subject of protection and carry itto the point ‘which 
heir local interests demanded. < rea 

Mr. CALHOUN had no doubt the Senator from Kentucky 
‘nad stated his impressions of the circumstanees’ under which 
the compromise was made; but He (Mr. Catnoun) felt that it 
was due to himself to explain what were his impressions.’ 

The compromise grew out of the interposition of the State of 
South Carolina, She was induced to take that step, first, from 
a deep conviction that the tariff of 1828 was unconstitutional, 
oppressive and ruinousto her interests; and, next, because it 
was calculated to produce these ruinous consequences which 
if not arrested, would overthrow the whole Government. 

In yielding to the compromise act, he yielded to the proposi« 
tion that a reasonabie time should be given to come down to 
what was considered the highest possible duty requisite for the 
administration of the Government. i : i 

He disagreed with the Senatoras to his impression that Gen, 
Jackson would have prostrated the protective system ifthe 
Compromise act had not passed. He believed it. would have 
been far beyond the power of General Jackson, had`he been 
ever so much disposed to prostrate the system, potent. as his 
power was—and in saying this he estimated the power of Gen. 
Jackson very high. -` A i a he cae 

But, as a proof that the Senator is wrong in his impression, . 
he would refer him to the attempt made in 1832, on the eve of 
the payment of the public debt by the Administration of Gen: 
Jackson, to reduce the tariff to the amount which the wants of 
the Government would require after the final discharge of the 
debt. With the co-operation of the Senator himself; and the 
anti-tariff portion of Congress, what was the amouat of reduce. 
tion then effected? Not more than three million of dollars., 
But even that small reduction was declared to be a final ad. 
justment by Mr. MeLean, then Secretary of the Treasnry, on 
behalf of tne Administration, and by the Senator himself, (Mr. 
Cuay,].on behalf of the tariff interests; when, in fact, it ought 
to have been a reduction of fifteen or twenty millions. 7 

At the very next session, when it was*certain that South Ca- 
rolina would interpose ifthe oppressive system was not abane 
doned, another effort was made, in the other House, by the 
friensls of the Administration, to reduce the tariff still lower, 
which, however, proved utterly abortive. pis e iN Š 

In the mean time, the State of South Carolina interposed 
and the compromise followed. He (Mr. CALHOUNY assented 
to the compromise because he was willing te give time for the 
reduction of the protective dutics. He made no war against 
the manufacturing interests, He then, and ever has, wished 
them well; but he objected to the unconstitutional and oppres- 
sive means by which they attempted to accelerate their growth 
at the expense of the rest of the Union, His first propositicn 
was to allow seven years for the process of reduction, and final- 
ly yielded reluctantly to the addition of two years more, and to 
some other chjectionable provisions of the bill, because he was 
averse to forcing things to extremity. But he-only assented- on 
the express condition that the protective principle should be 
surrendered finally, and forever, and that no duty should be laid 
but for the constitutional and economical wants of the Govern- 
ment. . £ $ 

The compromise, in his opinion, had been productive ofgreat 
good. Hadno reduction been made, and the act of 1828 had 
been permitted to continue in operation, it would bave been 
followed by consequences disastrous to the Government and 
to the whole country. Sa z 

The annual accumulation of surplus, being deposites with 
the Bank of the United States, became so much additional bank, 
capital, which must have given a corresponding expansive 
currrency to the country, and in the end, would have greatly 
aggravated those causes which have contributed to the over+ 
throw-of the banking system, and so injuriously affected the 
business of the country. 4 i 

To haveaproper conception of the magnitude of the disase 
ters which must have followed, it must be remembered, that 
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ed, that itwasin the power of Congress to repeal it; andit was, 
in-his opinion, the-platfrm dpon which the country then stead, 
and. the means by which the-country was restored to brother! 
affection and union;and it had-the sanction of all manufactu- 
rers’ except, as he observed at that time, political manufactu- 
rers. He assumed the Senator from South Carolina that when 
this subject should be taken up, he meant to discuss itin that 
apirit of duty to the country and in that spirit of-truth and genu- 
iné patriotism, by which he.had always. endeavored to regulate 
his whole conduct on this and all other questions of publie im- 
portance, He moved that the memorial be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Manufactures, eee 

Mr. CALHOUN regretted that the Senator had though tproper 
to make any reply to the remarks he (Mr. Caroun) had made. 

- He did not intend-what he had said for arguments, but merely 
wished to state the grounds on which. he had acted; and did 
not think his remarks called forreply. Butsince (he Senator 
had thought proper to reply ‘to him, it became nesessary to 
make a few additional remarks in answer. He did not agree 
with the Senator that there was a necessity for going beyond 
twenty per cent. or to violate the compromise act. [fit was done 
it would not be a work of necessity, but of choice. Surrender 
the landfund; lop off the additional estimates for the year; and 
introduce a rigid system of retrenchment and economy; do all 

' that, and the Senator will find muchi lessthan twenty per cent. 
would be required to furnish ample means for conducting the 
affairsof the Government ona liberal scale, leaving a sufficient 

urplus to pay off the debt in the course of a few years, 

. As to the statement of-the Senato that the tariff of 1624 and 
that of 1828 were opposed on the ground that they would dimi- 
nish, and not increase the revenue, he would find, on reverting to 
the speeches on the occasion, tiathe isgreatly mistaken. Such 
consequences might. be attributed to the system itself, if carried 
out to the extent which his friends at that time contemplated. 
He must remember the declaration frequently made at the time, 
and by himself among others, that the protective system would 
not be completely carried out till every article that conld be 
produced at home should be prohibited from abroad. If 


carried to that extent, the effects would have been a 
great reduction of revenus .from imports, and a re- 
sort to internal taxes, as was {then predicted. ` But it 


would bea great mistake to suppose that the revenue would not 
increase with the iħcrease of duties, if smuggling and frauds 
could be avoided, in proportion to the amount ofthe imports. 
If, for instance, anaverage duty of 30, 40, or 50 per. cent. be laid 
on any amount of imports, it would yield a corresponding 
amount of revenue, if there be no fraud or smuggling. High 
duties would, indeed, reduce the cxports; and, by consequence, 
the imports, in the long run; and thus reduce the amount ofre- 
venue from any given rate of duty. In confirmation of this, he 
referred w the fact that the revenue did rise with the increased 
duties of 1828. fle would state that, under the tariff of 1828, the 
average duty on the aggregate of imports, inciuding free and 
all, was little short of 50 per cent.; and the amount of gross re- 
venue was upwards of thirty-one millions, on an importation of 
` about sixty-four millions. 

At that very tiine, the expenditures of the Government, not 
including the debt, were about fifteen millions, and there was a 
surplus at once, contrary to the declaration of the Senator, of 
fifteen millions beyond the ordinary wants of the Government, 
after the debt was paid. It was this surplus, after the discharge 
of the debt, together with the necessary operation of the enor- 
mous tari! of 1828, that caused the expansion of the enrrency: 
which caused the speculation in tho publi¢ lands, and increased 
so greatly the revenue from that quarter, It was but the effects 
of the protective system, Had that system never been adopted, 
there would be no surplus-—no extraordinary expansion of the 
currency--no speculation in jands, beyond what is ordinary— 
and no increase of revenue from that source beyond the natural 
progress of popniation, 

Mr. CLAY, from his seat, said the removal of the deposites 
caused the expansion, 

Mr. CALHOUN continued Phe Senator states that the re- 
moval of the deposites was the cause of the expansion. If 
would he much more correct to say that the removal of the de- 
posites was caused by the tarif of 1928, and surplus which fol- 
lowed. lt was the growing amount of that surplus which 
tempted the cupidity of the State banks to participate in its pro- 
fits, Had it been only a few millions, as it usually was in ordi- 
nary times, there would have been no motive for removal, nor 
would there have been any attempt to obtain the removal, 
But the Senator is mistaken in supposing that there would be 
Xo expansion bad the deposites remained with the United States 
Bank. Does he really believe that the immense amount of 
milions would have remained in the vanits of the Bank without 
being used as the means of discount and accommodations? 
Has he forgot that the very point of controversy at the time 
was, on one side, thatthe Bank of the United States would be 
much more able and willing to afford accommodation if the 
deposites were left in its vanite; aud on the other, that equal or 
greater accommodation would be afforded if the deposites were 
tranferred to the vaults of the State bants? In his opinion, 
there would have been but title difference, whether placed in 
deposite with one or tie other. The disasters that have fol- 
lowed are the necessary consequence of the millions collected 
in bank notes, and would have been litte aflected if the re- 
moval had n Ce. 
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The petition was then r 
factures, 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from Huntington 
county, Pennsylvania, asking the duty on foreign iron import- 
ei to be restored to what it was in 1839 In reference to what 
the Senator from Kentucky had juststated with regard to Gen. 
Jackson’s opinions, and for the purpose of setting him right, 
he referred the Senator to the messages of that distinguished 


ties, I 


cesary. 
redio the Committee on Manu- 


r. CLAY remarked, that he said atthe time the act was pass: ` 


- CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
i tgdividual—particularly to that of the 4th ‘December, 1832, 


from which he read an extract, anito his “celebrated anti- Nul _ 


lification message of 16th January, 1833. ee: AS 
Mr. CLAY stated the facton his own responsibility, and in- 
his place, and he could prove it, that General Jackson was op- 
posed to the compromise act, and signed it with the greatest 
reluctance, oq K ag 2 
Mr. BUCHANAN remarked that General Jackson stated his 
“objection to the compromise bill in the message to, which he 
had referred. ` A i E a T 
` Mr. CLAY observed that he signed the bill. -o 
The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communication 
from the Secretary of State, calling the attention of Congress 
to the inconveniences of the present regulation for the pay- 
ment of the salaries of the ministers and diplomatic agents 
of the Government; which was referred to the Committee on 
Finance. f 
The following bills, which were orderedon yesterday to be 
engrossed, were taken up, read the third time, and passed, viz: 
A bill for the relief of Captain Throckmorton. 


of Maine for the services of her militia. 

A bill for the relief of certain settlers on the public lands 
who were deprived of the benefitsof the act granting pre- 
-emption rights, which was approved on the 19th June, 1834. 

A bill to perfect the titles to lands south of the Arkansas river, 
held under New Madrid locations and pre-emption rights, un- 
der the aet of 1814. 

A bil! further to amend the act to appropriate the proceeds of 
the sales of the public lands, and to grant pre-emption rights, 
approved September 4, 1841, so as to authorize the Governors 
b of the States of Ilinois, Arkansas, and Missouri, to cause the se- 

lections of the grants of land made to the several Statees there- 
in mentioned, for the purposes of internalimprovement, without 
the necessity of convening the Legislatures of Illinois, Arkan- 
sas, and Missouri, for that purpose. 

A bill for the relief of Ephraim Sprague. 

A bill for the relief of James Keiser and Barnett Foley. 

A bill for the relief of Caroline E. Clitherall, widow of Dr. 
George C. Clitherall, late a surgeon-in the army of the United 
States. 

Mr. MANGUM, on leave, introduced a bill authorizing the 
construction ofa war steamer for- harbor defence, which 
was read twice and referred to the Committe on Naval af 


fairs, 
THE CASE OF THE CREOLE. 

The following resolution submitted by Mr. WALKER on the 
16tb instant, was adopted, viz: 

Resolved, That the President ofthe United States be request- 
ed to inform the Senate, if, in his opinion, it would not be de- 
trimental to the public interests, whether any, andif any, what 
proceedings have been adopted by the Executive Department 
with reference to the question involved in the case of the Creole, 
since his communication of the 9th instant, in reply toa resolu- 
tion of the Senate. 

PERSONS HOLDING OFFICE WITHOUT EXPRESS 
PROVISION BY LAW, 

The following resolution, submitted yesterday by Mr. HEN- 
DERSON, was adopted, viz: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be request- 
ed to cause tobe furnished to the Senate, from all the several 
Executive Departments, the number and names of the various 
agents or commissioners (or by whatever other designation of 
trust they may be called or known) who are not officers, agents, 
or commissioners by express provision of law, setting forth the 
date of their several appointments, the service to which ap- 
pointed, the particular Department to which such service ap- 
pertains, by whom they have severally been appointed, by what 
authority their several appointments are assumed to be made, 
the salary, pay, or expenses alowed to each, from what funds 
paid, and by what authority payment thereof is directed to be 


made. 
APPOINTMENTS IN THE NAVY. 

The following resolution, submitted yesterday by Mr. HEN- 
DERSON, was adopted, viz: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to fur- 
nish to the Senate, in tabular form, under such heads and divi- 
sions as to exhibit the information in separate and distinct 
membersand results, a list of all the appointments made inthe 
Navy since the4th March last; the several offices or places to 


licants on fi'e in the Depariment from each State for the several 
placesto which these appointments have been made; the 
States, Territories, or districts where the individuals so appoint- 
ed were born, were then citizens of, and from which appointed, 
and when appointed at large. What, according to the last 
census of the Federal apportionment, would have been the pro- 
portion each State, Territory, and district would have received 
ifsuch appointments had been made on that ratio; and what the 
«disproportion to the several States, Territories, and districts, on 
the same ratiowhich has resulted from the appointments as ac- 
tually made. Whatis the rule observed by the Department in 
making appointments at large, and what the class of applicants 
to which that rule is limited. And that he also furnish the Se- 
nate with a tabular statement like the exhibit (6) annexed to his 


COMMITTEE ON RETRENCHMENT, 

The following resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. Morz- 
HEAD, was taken up, viz: 

dtesolved, That a Committee on Retrenchment be added to 
the standing committees of the Senate, whose duty it shall be 
to take into consideration the expenditures of the Governmert 
in the several departments thereof; and to inquire whether any, 
and, if any, what retrenchment can be made without i ury to 
the public service; and to report thereupon, together such 
information relative thereto as to them shall seem expedient. 

The resolution was agreed to,and the committee ordered to 
consist of five members, to be appointed by the Chair. 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the Library, reported 
a joint resolution for the further distribution of the sixth census; 
whieh was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. PRESTON submitted a resolution, providing for the re- 
rioval of the Jaw library of the Senate; which was read. 

Several adverse reports on private claims were taken from 
the table and concurred in hy the Senate. 

The bill authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to audit 
and settle the accounts of David Gelston, former colicetor of the 


port of New York, was taken up as in committee of the whole, 
and after being discussed by Messrs. PHELPS and WRIGHT 


A bill to provide for the settlement of the claimsof the State 


which appointed, and dates of appointment; the number of ap- ` 


in favor, and Mr. SEVIER in opposition to the bill, it wag re- 
ported to the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed fora third 
reading. é : - - 

Mr. MANGUM made a motion that when the Senate adjourn, 
it adjourn till Monday next. ‘ 

Mr. MERRICK resisted the motion, because the Select Com- 
mittee on the project for a Board of Exchequer would be pre- 
pared. to submit a report on that subject on to-morrow. : 

Mr. WALKER, one of the Select Committee, in reply, stated - 
that he had not-yet seen that report. The measure itself was 
the most important of the session, and an opportunity ‘should, 
therefore, be afforded to scrutinize the report, before it was pre- 
seuted tothe Senate. It might contain some objectionable mat- 
ter, which would require a counter report from those of the 
committee who disagreed. with the majority. This, he main- 
tained, was in itselfa good reason for the adjournment of the Se- 
nate til] Monday- : : 

After some further conversation between Messrs, MERRICK 
and WALKER, the question on adjourning over till Monday, 
was put and agreed to, : i 

After the reference of numerous bills from the House to ap- 
propriate committees, eS , 2 

On motion, the Senate then adjourned till Monday next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, February. 18, 1842. . 
The journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 

The SPEAKER announced the following gentlemen as mem- 
bers of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, in place of 
Messrs. Houmes, Carman, and M. A. Coopsr, heretofore re- 
signed: 3 

5 Mr. Caruruers, of Tennessee, 

Mr. A. H. H. Sruarr, of Virginia. 
Mr. MERIWETHER, of Georgia. 

So the committee, under this, its third organization, is com- 

posed of the following members: 
Mr. J. Q. Apams, of Massachusetts. 
Mr. CALEB Cusuine, of Massachusetts. 
Mr. Horace Everert, of Vermont. 
Mr. Francis GRANGER, 0f New York. 

~ Mr. Epwarp D. Wurts, of Louisiana. 

Mr. Aucustine H. SHEPPERD, of North Carolina, 
Mr. CARUTHERS, of Tennessee. 
Mr. A. H. H. Stuart, of Virginia; and 
Mr. MERIWETHER, of Georgia. 
THE NAVY. . 

Mr. J. C. CLARKE, on leave, reported, from the Committee 

on Naval Affairs, the following bill: 


A BILL establishing additional ranks in the Navy of the United 
States, and for other purposes, 


Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America, in Congress assembled, 
That there be established in the Navy of the United States 
the ranks of admiral, vice admiral, and rear admiral: Pro- 
vided, That there shall not be appointed more than two officers 
of the first rank, three of the second yank, and three of the 
third rank. 

Sec, 2. And be it further enacted, That the annual pay 
of the officersto be appointed’ by the President, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, to fill said ranks shall be 
as follows: 

Theadmiral. at all times when on service, five thousand dol- 
Jars; when on leave of absence or waiting orders, four thou: 
sand dollars. 

The vice admiral, atali times when on service, four thousand 
five thousand dollars; when on leave of absence or waiting or- 
ders, three thousand five hundred dollars, 

The rear admiral, at all times when on service, four thou: 
sand two hundred and fifty dollars; when on leave of absence 
or waiting orders, three thousand five hundred dollars. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That afier the passage ot 
thisact, no pay shall be allowed to-the senior captain as such; 
but that all the captains in the navy (except captains who may 
command squadrons) shall receive the same pay as established 
by the act of March 3, 1835, and that such squadron captains 
shall receive the pay allowed by said act. g 

Sec. 4. And be it farther enacted, That said admirals shall 
rank and command in the order named in the first section of this 
act, and shall be appointed from the next inferior grade, viz: 
from the captains of the navy ofthe United States. 

The bill having been read twice by its title, Mr. CLARK 
moved that it he referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and that it be printed. 

Mr. WARREN called for the reading of the bill; which 
having been read, 

Mr. W. moved that it be laid on the table. 

Mr. J.C. CLARK. asked the yeas and nays on that motion; 
which were ordered: 

Mr. MALLORY eaid that as the House was about to act thus 
hastily on a subject which, although it had not been considered 
here, had received very great attention in the Committee. on 
Nayal Affairs. he would call for the reading of the report. 

Mr. WARREN was understood to submit that the question 
was pot. debatable, 

Mr MALLORY was not debating it, he said. 
ly calling for the reading of the report. 

The SPEAKER said that the gentleman had a right to eall 
for the reading of the report. 

And the Clerk proceeded to read it, and had made some pro- 
gress therein, 

When Mr. WARREN (making a remark not heard by the 
Reporter) withdrew the motion to lay the biH on the table. 

And Mr. MALLORY withdrew the motion for the reading of 
the report. 

And then the bill and report were referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. MALLORY, on leave, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, reported a bill to regulate the pay of the clerks of the Bos- 
ton, New Yoik, and Gosport navy yards; which was read twice, 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Connecticut asked leave to have a cer 
tain Senate billreferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. SUMMERS called for the orders of the day. 

Mr. C. MORRIS asked leave to introduce the following reso- 
lution; which was read for information: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be directed to furnish 
to such members of the present House of Representatives as 


Iie was mere. 


CONGRESSIONAL 


e: 


ave not already received them, such books as were furnished 
; to the members of the last House: Provided, That this resolu- 
tion shail not bè construed to authorize the reprinting of any of 
said hooks, . i s 
“Objection being made, the resolution was not véceived. 

os “REPORT ON RETRENCHMENT: 
‘he unfinished business of the morning hour was the report 
> OF the Select Committce on Retrenchment on the contingent 
‘expenditues of the House, and the resolutions thereto appended. 
Mr. MILTON BROWN resumed the floor, and was about 
rocgeeding in hig remarks, when, at the requestof Mr. FILL- 
‘MORE, he gave way; and the subject was laid over till to- 
“thorrow, Mr. B, retaining the floor; and 
: Mr. FILLMORE (with the consent, as he said, of the chair- 
man of the Committee of Claims [Mr. Gippincs] that the re- 
gular order of private bilis be passed over to-day, as the reports 
-were not made) moved that the [louse resolve itself into Com- 
auittee of the Whole House an the State of the Union; but 
‘waived that motion. 


` The following engrossed bills on the Speaker’s table were then . 


real. a third time and passed: 3 
“A bill for the relief of Francis G. McCauly. 
~A bill for the relief of the Springfield Manufacturing Com- 
any. 
A bill fot the relief of John P. Campbell. 
A bill to amend the act entitled “An act for the relief of 
Chauncey Calhoun.” x 
A bil forthe relief of Joseph Perkins, James Perkins, and 
James G. Perkins. : 
A bill for the relief of Conrad Mouse. 
A. bill for the relief of Sylvester Phelps and the heirs and le- 
gal representatives of Charles Landon, deceased. 
7 A Dill for the relief of Obed P. Lacy. Lp 
. -& bill directing bounty land warrants to issue for the ser- 
vices of General Duportail, General Armand,and Major de la 
Colombe. : 
_ A bill for the relief of Jane Fertenberg, widow of Captain 
Hawkins Boon. 
A bill for the relief of John Hood. 
A bill for the relief of Peter Sky, an Onondaga Indian. 
A bill for the retiefof Thompson Hutchinson. 
> A bill for the relief of John England. 
A bill for the relief of James Deatley. 
‘. A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Jones and others. 
_A. bill for the relief of Burnett Burdgall. 
A bill to authorize the payment of the seven years’ half pay 
due on account of the Revolutionary services of Captain Wil- 


liam Kelly. S 
S _ GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

` On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the House resolved itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Briees 
‘of Massachusetts in the chair,) and resumed the consideration 
of the “bill making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic 
expenses of the Government. for the year 1842.” 
<, The item under consideration when the committee last rose, 
was the following: í 

“No. 2, For pay of the officers and clerks of the Senate and 

+: House of Represeniatives, in addition to the sum already appro- 

“priated to that object during the present session, $12,500.” 

Mr. MoKEON having withdrawn his proposed amendment 
to this item, (reducing 1t $1,000)— ` 

Mr FILLMORE, in pursuance, he said, of the order of the 
‘House instructing the committee to strike out all items of ap- 

~-propriation for objects vot authorized by law, offered the fol- 

owing amendment to the said item: 

-. Strike out $12,500 and insert $2,000; (being for balances of 
three clerks in une office of the Secretary of the Senate; three. in 
the office of the Clerk of the House, and of the Postmaster of 
‘tne Tlouse.) : 

7 Mr. RANDOLPH. said he understood a part or all of these 
offices were provided for by resdjution. Was net that. alaw? 
“Mr, FILLMORE asked the reading of the instructions to the 
committee, 

But they were not immediately at hand, 

So Mr. FILLMORE gave his recollection of them. They 
were to strike out all appropriations for items not authorized by 

aw. 

There could be no doubt asto the word “law.” It meant 
neither more nor less than an authority granted by the whole 
legislative power. 

Mr. WISE inquiredof Mr. FILLMORE whether he (Mr. F.) 
intended to say that officers appointed by resolution were to be 
excluded by the bill? If so, it was directly in the teeth of what 
the House itself underswod. . 

Mr. FILLMORE said he understood that the salaries which 
the gentleman from Tennessee {Mr. Gentry] moved to sirike 
ont were the salaries of officers of this House and of the Senate, 
provided for by the resolutions of ench House, — Read 

Mr. WISE objected. He insisted that a resolution ol this 
House appointing acleik was as much a law asa law of the 
House and of the Senate, signed by the President, for the ep- 
pointment of officers in any of the Executive Deparuments, 

‘Alter some conversation, Mr. WISE submitted to the Chair, 
as a point of order, whether or not an officer of the House, cre: 
ated by a resolovion of the House, came within the order of the 

House? 

The CHAIR decided that it did not. 
Sone conversation followed between Me 

MORE, ‘and the CHAIRMAN, 

When Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS appealed 


s. WISH, FILL- 


from the decision 


ion toinsituct the Committee 

a (Mr. Wisk] sug- 
ose officers of the 
House with- 
a mod.fi- 


ofthe Whole. 
gested that the in 
House who had been cre 
ont the concurrence of th 
cation of the motion io instruct, to avi 
tothat suggestion, stated that the Ho 
to create its own offic anslihat a resol 
relating ta its own ey ization was to all intents 
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sary. In the face of this declaration the Hou 
structions which I moved. i 

Mr. GENTRY having made this explanation, 

Mr. WILLIAMS withdrew his appeal. 

And Mr. FILLMORE withdrew his amendment. 

The item was then passed over. er 

“No. 3. For stationery, fuel, printing, and all other incidental 


{the power 
of ihe [ouse 


snot nec 
voted the in 


and contingent expenses-of the Senate, in addition to the sam 
already appropriated to that object during the present session, 
£35,000.” 5 3 ae 


No amendment offered: . X 

“No.4 For stationary, fuel, printing, and all other inciden- 
tal and contingent expenses of the House of Representatives, in 
addition tothe sum already appropriated to that object during 
the present session, $50,000: Provided, That no part of the suma 
appropriated for the contingent expenses of either House of 
Congressshall be appliedto any other than the ordinary ex- 
penditures ofthe Senate and House of Representatives, nor as 
extra allowance to any clerk, messengef, or other attendant of 
the said two Houses, or either of them; nor as payment or 
compensation to’ any clerk, messenger, or other attendant 
of tlie said two Houses, or either of them, unless such clerk, 
messenger, or other attendant be soemployed by a resolution 
or order of one of said Houses.” 

Mr. McKEON moved to amend this item by striking out the 
appropriation of $50,000. 

Mr. GENTRY rose toa point of order. The House having 
instructed the committee to strike out all items for appropria 
tionsnot authorized by existing law, hesubmilted that the first 
duty of the committee was to read the bill and strike out all 
items of that character. 

The CHAIRMAN said the bill would be read by clauses, 
and when anv such§proposition came it wouldbe stricken ont. 

Mr. McKEON remarked that there had been so many and 
loud professions of economy from all sides, that he trusted (here 
would be onthis occasion some evidence yet these professions 
were to be carried into practice. He had liatened day after day to 
the debate on the reduction of the clerical force of this House, 
and he had come to the conclusion tt there was ‘not much ~ 
prospect of a great savibe on that point. We were about to 
consume in time, by debate, more fan asufficient- amount to 
pay the salaries of the Blerks proposed to he disbanded. In 
moving to strike out the fappropri ion of #50,000: for the con- 
tingencies of this House; he suppgsed that there would be pre- 
sented an amount sufficiéntly large to test the disposition of the 
committee towards practical reté nchment. Fhe amount ofcon- 
tingent expenses of this Govefnment was enormous. They 
were great sources of ‘unpr@fitable expenditure. After ex- 
amining the bill now befpre we committee, Mr. McK. sated he 

\ 


had made an abstract of thë items charged as contingencies 
and miscellaneous, and he fofind the amount of these charges ex- 
ceededa million of dollars. It was necessary that the commit- 
tee should examine the whole ground betore they could properly 
decide on this single item This item alone might not seem 
large when taken by itself, but when the committee examinedit 
in comparison with the large amount asked ofus by the Execu- 
tive branches of the Governmeat, the absolute necessity of a 
reduction would become apparent. 
Mr. McK. then read the folowing abstract: 
Contingent funds and miscellaneous items in civil and diplo- 
matic appropriation bill. 
Tlouse of Representatives - - - $150,009 


For Senate - -o > -60,060 
Printing and binding, ordered during 26th Congress, 27,282 63 
Printing and binding, under order of 1836 and 1837, 12,250 


Deficiency in appropriations for contingencies of 


26th Congress - ` 3 - - 99,33 85 
Library contingent expenses - - - 800 
Incidental expenses of State Department - + ~— 25,000 
Contingent expenses of Northeast Executive Build- 

ing + - - . - - ` 1,500 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 
Secretary of Treasury’s ofic - - 12,500 
First Comptroller - - > á 2,000 
First Auditor - - - ` . 1,000 
Second Auditor - - ~ ` x 1,000 
Fourth Auditor - “ - - : 1,000 
Fifth Auditor - - = - - 5a) 
Treasurer - - p% 7 - + 2,000 
Register k a a - - - 4,000 
Solicitor of Treasur - - - - 1,000 
Commissioner of the General Land Office - - 17.500 
Contingent expenses of Southeast Building - 12,000 
DEPARTMENT OF WAR. 

Secretary of War’s office - - - - 3,000 
Office of Indian Affairs . ~- - - - 2000 
Pension Ofice - 5 è - 3 1,000 
Commanding General - - - soe 300 
Adjutant General - - - : - 560 
Quartermaster x š - - - 1,000 

fm - Sto 

~ : 4.040 

- - 3,200 

$ - 5.650 
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Cont nt expenses of Po è f 
fice, Incind for ! Office : 6. 
Contingent e sOfice -= š 4709 
$ KY 
tor miscellane - - - -58000 


UNITED STATES MINT AND BRANCHES. 
Incidental exposes of Mintat P elpbia . 
Do do North Caralina 
Da do Georgia - - 
Do da New Oricans 


Wiscansii. | 
jowa, 
Biovida, 


DICTARY- 
Genera 


Fi 
ras 


Missions abroad E = 2 . 
Foreign intercourse - . s 2 
Conul at Londen Žž ć - ¢ - X 
Total - - g 2 $1,129,303 53 


- The committee would observe that this lange amount was tes 
quired at our hands, It mueht be said the Executive branch 
must have these sums, and the esponsibility. midst rest:th 
Wherever responsibility might rest, atleast on the miember 
this House it would unquestionably.” rest... The “Executive: 
could not getone cent without our votes, and tò ask mernbers: 
who believed in the propriety of Mr. Jefferson’s rule of fic’ 
appropriations for upwards of a million of dollars: on ‘contin 
gencies: and miscellaneous items, was to put them to asevere 

test. No-one conlddeny that there must besome contingencies, * 
There must be some provision for small items which cannot 

be: enumerated.’ But no one willassert that, under.contingen: 

cies, expenditures should be authorized by clerks and heads of 

Departments which this House ‘never would sanction if: called 

on directly to vote upon them. Have gentlemen examined the 

several reports from the Executive Departments on expendi- 

tures of these contingentfunds? They willfind upwards $60,000 

spent in the Treasury Department, upwards. of $60,000 

in ‘the State Department, and so throughout . all ‘the 

Departments of the Government. Look at the State De- 

partment newspapers, reviews, and special messengers. He 

would callthe attention of the committee now only to a few 

items by way of a specimen of the manner of expending con. 

tingentfunds. He wouid state, for the information of the com- 

mittee, that there are agents in the cities of New York and Bos- 

ton, whose duty itisto receive despatches-from the State De- 

partment, and transmit them to the different parts of the world® 
These agents receive a fair salary, and have with great punc- 

tuality received and despatched the papers of the Government. 

Unless there was to. be an exchange of treaties, nò special mes- 

senger has been sentof late years, Since last June, however, 

several have been sent off; and, so far as he could learn, to. Pas- 
ris and London, with which places communications have been 
kept up between our ministers and the State Department here- 
tofore without special ministers. Now we. find the following’ 
charges since June last for messengers: > 


Mr. Coolidge received. i ‘ ; T U 840: 
Mr. Donald McLeod |. N . . “340 
Mr. Cookendorfer ‘ i i $ 340° 
Mr. Duff Green 5 500 


Jn one of the casesit was stated at the time in the newspapers 
the despatches went in one vessel and the despatch-bearerin 
another. s 

Lookingat the list again, we find upwards of $100 paid to 
"Thomas Allen for printing a reviewof the opinion of the Su- 
preme Court ofthe State of New York, in the McLeod case, 
and egquaturs. How much for the Jatter branch of the charge 
does not appear? But it strikes me as rathera strange exercise 
ofthe power ofa department to pay out public moneys to 
show, as the language of the preface of this review states, that 
the court of a sovereign State egregiously erred; and that review 
devicatedto the Hon. Daniel Webster, Secretary of State, who 


differed with that court ontnelaw. Thenagain we find anitem — 


ot hetween three and four hundred dollars paid to our Repyb- 
lican Minister in Brazil for expenses attending the coronation 
ofthe Emperor Den Pedro the LL: 4 ere” EA is 
[Tere Mr. McK. was interrupted on the ground that he'could 
not zo into the details of the expenditures of the Departments 
onthe item under discussion ] ` 
The committee, said Mr. McK. would do him justice in this 
matier. We was not indulging in political assaults. He wag 
endeavoring to show how natural it was when we gave such 
amonnts, under the head of contingencies, for those into whose 
power thémaiter was thrown expended the hard earned money 
ofthe people. to use the mildest term, and he would use a milder 
term, if suggested to him, had spentthat money without.a pros 
per degree of prudenteconomy. | i 
We should be under the necessity of curtailing these expen- 
ditures, and he regretted that he had not had greater meang 
than the documenta presented, of knowing how far we could 
go with our pruning hook, 
Ways and Means, he trusted, would do ail he could to econo- 
mize. He was supposed ta have access to all the Depart- 
ments—to know their wants—@ learn where retrenchment 
could operate. For himself, he (Mr. K) admitted that bis 
ineane were not so perfectas those of the Committee of ‘Ways 
and Means of obtaining information. Ifhe could have his own 
wish on the subject, it would be to refer this bill back to the 
committee to re-examine the subject and report the results of 
their labors (ous. If that mode was not adopted to obtain in- 
formation, he must go on and endeavor to reduce the several 
items, as they appeared obj-ctionable, founding his Objection on 
the documentsin the possession of the House, The reports on 
the subject of contingencies of this Mou show how swollen. 
the amount has hecome from year to year. He referred gen- 
temen tothe report, to the several amounts, extravagant as 
wdrnitted on all sides, for knives, for paper, for 
s unfair to reduce other Departrmnentsof the Go- 
mept, white the legislative branch was pursuing a course of 
xpenditure, 00,000 tat been appropriated 
ng, ands y, aud other contingent expen- 
» He deemed that sufficient, and said he was 
to try the viment of placing ourselves en thatal 
Tt was by our agents knowing that they could not go 
id that amount, that we were likely ta have our expenses 
within a limit excecding all the expenses of some of our States, 
Me. Dick. was not dispose:t to deal in declamation alone of res 
trenchment atdreform. He was for a practical effect. He 
was for acts, not professions. He hat heard too much: of the 
latter. He desired now to a the test to all who were dis- 
posed to retrench; and he trasted he sho ld have the co-opera- 
tion of those who believed in the practicability ard necessity 
of the reduction of eur expenses. ies 
Mr FILLMORE had but very few words to say In 
rel-tioa te thismotion. He shonklnetbe led offinte a general 
ch on ike other items of the biil, aud certainly noton the 
gene thiect of re'renchment and reform. He should con- 
fent himsel with ng to the committee the facts which pte- 
the Commitee of Ways and Means in 
then the committee could strike out the 
First let him be permitted to 
awhorn zeal far redorm oD the other side of the 
on. He was giailio see itat 
iry woukl be benefited by 


he Gete concerning the question now before the 
House, fo : nnow underconside- 
ration? In 1840, e last : on, when Mr. Wood- 
bury boasted that he had, in his estimates, brought down the 
expenses of the Government to 


Thechairman of the Committee‘of ' 


> 


: 7 = 7 -= 
ëm. in. a train: towardsit—in. that boasied year of retrench: 
ment and reform: on the part. of those now so zealousin it, the 
amount oftne estimate for the contingent expenses of the House 
Was , $250,000. It was now. $150,000, beinga reduction of 
$100,000 in this single item. < 
~ Mr. McKEON (Mr: F. having yielded him the Moor) said the 
amount of estimates at. that time was $250,000, and but 
$200,000 were appropriated. j : z Z 
Mr. FILLMORE said it wasso. -The Executive Department 
that. boasted: of its reform, sent an estimate of $250,000. This 
` House just about to yield its power, refused this amount, and ap- 
propriated $200,000; and they had now got i down to $100,000. 
¢ believed that if they went on reirénching inthis way, as he 
weal they would, a good deal of prodigal expense would be 
saved, : £ 

Mr, CARUTHERS said the House had adopted a resolution 

providing that_no appropriation should be made unless autho- 
rized by existing law. -He would inquire of the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means (Mr. FILLMORE] whe- 
ther there was any existing law authorizing any of these con- 
tingent appropriations? If so, it was not referred to in the 
report, - 

Mr. FILLMORE said, of course there was no statute pre- 
scribing the amount of the contiogent fund. This appropria- 
tion was a mere incident of the power to preserve the depart- 

* gpent. - 

Pir CARUTHERS continued, If there was no law autho- 

sizing it, could 1t be urged that the necessary contingent appo- 

riatigns were an exception to the resolution? if so, the rezo- 
ution would be of no avat, for any thing could come in under 
this idea of incidental expenses. : 

Mr. FILLMORE said, if the gentleman would turn to the 
rnie of the House which was brought into consideration at the 
ume this resolution was adopted, which prohibited the Com. 

-~ mittee of Ways and Means from appropriating for any objects 
not authorized by law, he would perceive that it made two ex- 
ceptions; one for the continuation of works already commenced, 
and the other for the contingencies in carrying on the several 
departments of Government. So that they had a standing or- 
der of the House authorizing these appropriations. He did < 
not know that the question had ever before been raised as to the 

propriety of this appropriation for contingent expenses.. 

Mr. CARUTHERS said that rule was fully discussed at the 
time of the adoption ofthe resolution. They had adoptet the 
resolution instructing the committee to strike vutevery appro- 
priation not authorized by law. He would make the point of 
order, that there was no Jaw for this item of appropriation, 
What was a law? It wasan act passed by the two Monses. 
Notwithstanding the resolution, which he admitted was a law 
of the House, could they appropriate for this? It wag insisted 
that a rule of this House, heretofore adopted, was a law of this 
House, by which they could extend appropriations for this de- 
partment. Me held thatthis was not consisieot with the resolu- 
tion which they had adopted. Efe was not prepared to say that 
a contingent fund was unnecessary; butif they bad a coann- 
gent fund, letit first be determined on vy both Houses or Con- 
gress in the form of a jaw. 

He wasglad tosse that they had an acce: 
of the Opposition te the cause at retrenc - This, toge- 
ther'with the Whigs, would forma tesisticss forse. Althongh 
this was avewborn zeal, as had been said, it was a zeal worthy 
of allcommendation. He would welcome the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. McKzon] into their ranks, and he hopad they 
would have his aid ia the reduction of expenses, not forgetting 
the great caustom-house in New York, whieh had Tew ap its 
expenses to tèn times their fornier amorat. I 1,00) was 
nsed at the Jong session of t he thought 
they oughito allow this W 
prepare toxtrike itout, Ts 


ion from the ranks 


5100,00 
ped chat, unfess he was ri 


is point of order, and if they the power to make the ap- 
propriation for this coitiagent find, i woald remain, asi 
seemed to be a reasonable sum, He was af thao mhal it 
would be propan, Dy an act on niex- 
ponses, to allow atixed sinr, W ded in 


appropriation I 


The CHARM ANEU 


the appropri- 


ation was in order, as author exist of the 
House, which could not be cli a more order of a majo- 
rity of the committer. y 
Mr. CHAS. BROWN gai the had not intended to take any part 
Inthe debate on this branch of the appropriations, until be 


heard the remarks of the genileman (rom ‘Tennessee, [CAR 
THERS] who had just taken his seat. He My. R) was ar former, 
and not one of tose who could not Amit where to begin the 
work of reform. but ons who would begin any where, and carry 
itevery where, It was asked yesterlay where retrenchmentand 
reform should begin, He would ask where shonid it not begin? 
Gentlemen could not put their bands on the pay and emolu- 
ments of any pubiic oiicer or agent auy where, i to his 
mind could not be redacod wich advantage tothe pnbiieservice. 


If they had heon high esoagh two or 2 s before, in the 
present condiien of the couniry ab ough of itself 
to justify the reduction new, Bat i y had al 
ways beon too bis They were \ paid for 
simila sby wapie tha private pur- 
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cessful competitor for her hand to live in luxurious ease or glit- 
- tering notoriety. This, he said, was all wrong; and it was time 
it was corrected. That.which was calledthe Government was 
a charmed circle; to enter which was tdo much an object of de- 
sire. It was corrupting the-habits and morals.of the people— 
dt was a disease that would destroy the healthy action of all our 
institutions, unlessit was speedily and effectually cured; and 
_he Knew of no better or surer cure than that which he pro- 
sed. : è ; 
p There was nothing, -he said, in all the machigery of our Go- 
verament; within this ten miles square, or elgéwhere, that re- 
fiected back the character of the American people, or the sub- 
stantial simpliciy of their Republican institutions. Let any 
plain citizen, from any part of the couatry—no matter what 
might be his situation in life—high or low; unconscious of the 
fact, be transported into this Hall—would? he believe himself 
iu the House where the Representatives ofthe American people 
assembled to make their laws?! Let hima “look up to that lofty 
dome, with all its architectural and sculptural garniture, and 
gorgeous drapery, and instead of his being in ahouse for the 
Representatives of the American: peeple, he would suppose 
himself in some ancient temple of the heathen gods, or some 
enchanted castle told ofin Arabian tales. Nor that House and 
Hull alone, but other places and oier scenes—all and every 
thing connected withthe administration of the Government of 
the people, was unlike the people themselves, and not ofthem, 
nor for them, but seemed to'him ag if it had all been got up, 
and kept up for the people to gaze at with admiration, wonder, 
and awe, rather than to win their love and confrdence by its 
simplicity, utility and purity—its adaptation to meet their 
wants, or to effectively execute théir will. Mr. B. saidhe was 
no Goth or Vandal—he did notwish to pull down any thin 


that was really great or good, rto see any thing connected. 
with the Government mean: or -grovelling, but ali should be’ 


plain, substantial, economical and useful; and all who served 
their country should serve it asthey serve their fellow-citizeng, 
with fidelity and industry, aud should receive a just and full 
compensation for such service. No Jess—no more. 

Besides this excess of coynpensation, he felt satisfied, from 
what observations he had been able to make, that there were 
an excess of persons employed to do the public business. This, 
however, was not the place to consider this branch of the 
subject, : 

This much he had thought it proper to say in regard to the 
matter of retrenchment and reform as it applied to the admi- 
nistration of the Government generally, as it related to the sub- 
ject now under consideration—the expenses of the Heuse—he 
thought there was as much room for reform there as any where 
else, - 

Many of the expenditures of the House were unnecessary 
and extravagantly high. Let the items go outto the country, to 
our cities, villages and hamlets, and mark the astonishment 
with which they would be viewed He asked what had become 
of the objects of expenditure which swelled up the contingent 
fund of the last Congress. He would reada list of them: 

Wera, Mr. B. read a list of expenditurcs, among which 


werc- 
2,564 reams of envelope paper : + $12,488 59 
1,965 do quarto post . : + 32.573 50 
1,787 do foolscap 33 « 9,317 00 
481 do note paper . . - 2436 76 
533 gross steel pens -~ $ = + 2,982 25 
2,804 pounds sealing wax : z - 3,692 24 
46.900 quills ` - ` . +. 1,657 00 
1,80 dozen tapes - . . -1,135 40 
94 do penknives - - Tiy w 2,264 00 
44 gross lead pencils x x á 5:6 00 
1,851 poundstwine -~ . : - 823 87 
86 dozens inkstands - ` - < 574 25 
67 do ivory folders - - : 226 50 
62 do _ ivory seals- - - - 349 50 
1,170 pounds of wafers - - - + 1,483 03 
50 dozens tin boxes - - - . 330 00 
256 do ink - ` : - 851 78 
1,000 papers of black sand - ` . 50 00 
making 25,900 pens ` : - 129 50 
Blank books and ruling paper - - 141585 
124 portfolios - - ` - . 898 24 
Candies - . : - - 1,610 46 
400 gallons 01l- . - - -" 48378 
Horses anıl wagons - - - 4846 53 
Extra clerk hire - + ` - 7,944 20 
Extra compensation to clerks - - 3.F00 00 
Extra compensation to messengers - 20,670 00 
Clerk’s expenses to New York twice 
and Boston - - - 350 00 


Two reams of note paper foreach member! What member 
there had used two reamsof noie paper? He himself had not 
used a single sheet. What member would acknowledge that 
he had used so much? . j 

[Here some member asked Mr. B. 
present Congress?) 

He was speaking, Mr. B. said, ofthe last Congress, each in- 
dividual, and both parties being responsible. Let any Whig 
member ofthe last Coneress rise in his place and say he has 
not taken hie fulishare! He would mention an incident that 
came within his notice atthe extra session. Je found at his 
room a day or two hefore the end of the session a ream of nate 
paper, a ream ol letter, and a ream of foolscap, with a quantity 
of quills, wafers, sealing wax, sand, &c. that had been left there 
hy one of the messengers of the House. He was surprised to 
find that all this stationery had been provided for him; but lo 
and behold! on the the pext day the messenger caile and took 
it away: he wasnot the brown of the right color for which 
that liberal supply was intended. 

(Mr. J. Brown of Pennsylvania here rose and and asked Mr, 
B. what gentiemen he referred to } 

ile referred Mr. B, to his worthy namesake from Tennessee, 
Dirrox Brown.} who gave them such an excellent lecture 
yesterday on economy, retrenchment, and reform, This was 
nothing, he presumed, derogatory to any gentleman’s character. 
It was common, he supposed, and no individuai would be con- 
sidered blamable for it. Mr. B. then went on reading from the 
list. Here, said he, is 1,000 penknives. How many did each 
member get? He got but one. One thousand inkstands; fifty- 
two dozen ivory seals; one thousand papers of black sand: 
making 29,500 pens; 1,170 Ibs. wafers, &e. &c. ; 

There are matters, said Mr. B. connected with our expendi- 
tures here, whichIam inclined to think, if the Committee on 
Retrenchment is continued, will be found to be unnecessary. 
Next_come candles and oil—over two thousand dollars, The 


if he was speaking of the 


I 


-Clerks of the House, Mr. B. 


House must have kad a great many night sessions to have ton- 
sumed so vasta quantity of oilaud candles. Here then: was 
extra clerk and messenger hire to an extravagant extent, and hë 
should vote to cut down that item of expenditure, : This matter 
of stationery alone was shamefully extravagant, and when we 
talk, [said he, about reform, jet us deprive ourselves 
of these perquisites which cost so much money, and 
which do.not at all promote the public service. ‘Lhe 
sald,. were paid too high. 
For eight months’ service in one year, and very little over 
three‘in the other, they received higher compensations than an 
‘officers similarly employed under the Government: And, 
again, there were more of. them than in his opinion were neces- 
sary. Instead of dispensing with two of them, as proposed by 
the resohition of the Committee on the Contingent Expenses, he 
would vote to dispense with four or five. Twenty thousand dol- 
lars for messengers! It couid not be that all of them had been or 
were necessary for the legitimate business of the House. Be- 
sides the contingent expenses of the House, he would observe 
that there were other of its expenditures that required reduc- 
tion. For instance, there was the mileage of members, in which 
there was not only extravagance, but injustice. He had no 
desire to quarrel with his friends who lived at a distance, 
but he had no idea that men should make fortunes out of 
the public in this way. The man’ who labored for his daily 
bread had to pay his part ofall these extravagances,and tt was the. 
misfortune of the members ofthat House, that. while they were 
surrounded with so much splendor and magnifidence, they for- 
got the poor men and the middle men of the country, who were 
taxed on their food and clothing to pay for it, While we, said 
he, are giving two dollars a day to our pages, we should not 
forget that there are thousands of boys inthe couatry who 
would be glad to earn fifty cents a day for thesupport af a wi- 
dowed mother or a decrepid father. He fully appreciated the 
merits of the boys here; he daily saw their smiling faces, and 
witnessed the zeal and assiduity with which they served him 
and others; but he must not forget, in sympathy for them, the 
claims and merits of thousands of others equally deserving of 
his regard. Mr. B. said every thing and every person, members. 
c'erks, officers, messengers, pages, and contingencies, in ‘an 
about the House,and both Houses, were too costly, too expensive. 
The Speaker who occupied the Chair cost too much; the mem- 
bers themselves cost too much; all,all,every body and every thing 
ought, in the present condition of the public Treasury, to be 
made to feel itscontraction. No feeling of sympathy for per: 
sonal or political friends in or out of office, no persona] ease or 
luxury should make them forget their duty to their constitu- 
ents, who Were not there to plead for themselves, All the mo: 
ney they wanted for these objects would have to be drawn 
from the wealth or labor of the people themselves, and much of 
it from the hard earnings of severe toil and comparative if not 
positive poverty. Let itthen be appropriated with the strict- 
est and closest regard to the public good. Ifthey showed a. just 
and proper regard to these subjects in their own expenditures, 
he said, they would secure the confidence of the people in all 
that related to the other departments of the Government, If 
they failed to apply the proper reforms to themselves, the peo- 
ple would have no confidence in that applied to others, and 
public confidence could only be secured for their acts by a 
course of legislation above suspicion. 


[A message in writing was here received from the President ` 


of the United Statesby the hands of Joun TYLER, Jr. Esq. his 
private secretary,] i 

Mr. FILLMORE said, before tne question was taken, he 
deemed it due to the Clerk of the House, who made the esti- 
mate, to send to tlie table the letter of the Clerk, that an ex- 
tract might be read. 

The Clerk then read the following: 

“As regards the item of $150,000 for contingent and inciden- 
tal expenses, it is a mere estimate, founded only on a mere 
supposition as to what these expenses may amount to, com- 
pared with, former years. They are entirely conlingent and 
incidental, and can only be guessed at. 

“In relation to thia item, however, the Clerk. in transmitting 
the estimates to the Treasury Department, makes the following 
observations: 

“This last mentioned sum is only ome half of the amount 
estimated for the same purposes for the long and corresponding 
session of the last Congress. I will not say that I deem it en» 
tirely sufficient, but, so far as I have any controlover the ex- 
penditures of the House, itis my intention to observe a strict 
economy, and that I shall use my endeavors to make it meet 
the purposes for which it was appropriated. 

“With much respect, your obedient servant, 
“S, BURCHE, 
“Chief Clerk Office Ho. Reps. U. S.” 

It would now be seen, Continued Mr. F.) by referrence to the 
letterofthe Clerk, that the amount estimated by the present 
Clerk for the contingent expenses of this House for the present 
long session was just half the estimates of his predecessor for 
the last long session of the Jast Congress. 

Mr: McKEON said he wanted to reduce the expenditures of 
this House, by way of example, and had made his motion to 
that end. Indispensable appropriations would be required, 
He desired to reduce, so that we could make room for these 
appropriations, Means would be required to. carry on the 
Northeastern survey, and (be chairman of the Committee of 
Waysand Means, or of come other committee, would ask for 
these meansto be provided. Other appropriations, likewise 
indispensable, would be required by other members. 

Mr. GRAJLAM moved to strike out the whole section No. 4 
andinsert in lieu thereofa proviso, that Nereafter no stationery 
ofany kind whatever shal] befurnished to any member of this 
House at the public expense. 

Mr. J. C, CLARK said this subject had been before a select 
committee, and was’ now before the House in the report of that 
committee during the morning hour. Was itin order now to 
take up the subject ofthis form, and move this proviso as a sub- 
stitute for this clause of the bill? 

The CIIAIRMAN saidhe did not understand that thisprecise 
proposition was before the House inany other form, und did 
not, onthis ground, consider itout of order. It was not pro- 
perly anamendment to an amendment. And, as such, was not 
now in order, but would be when the pending amendmert 
should be disposed of. 

The question was then taken on the motion of Mr, McKEON, 
and the vote was—ayes3l, nees 75. No quorum. 

Tellers were then called for, who reported (the vote again 
being taken) ayes 33, noes 70. No quorum. 

Mr. FILLMORE hoped his colleague would withdraw his 
amendment, after this expresssion of the House against it. 


af 


mendment hot. being. withdrawn, the. vote was.again 
taken, and resylted as follows—ayes36, noes $2. Still no quo- 
ram yoting, | 

The committee then’ rose, and. reported that fact to the 
House. > 

A mesage from the Senate was announced; but 

“Mr. BRIGGS raisedthe point that it could not, according to 
the rules, be received in the absence of a quorum. 

And the SPEAKER so decided. $ 

Mr. WISE moved a call of the House. 

Which motion prevailing, the list of names was called, and 
153 members having answered to tneir names— 

On motion of Mr. WISE, further proceedings in the call were 
dispensed with. 2 

{A message was then received from the Senate announcing 
the passage by that body of several bills.} . 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi asked leave fo offer a reso. 
lution, providing for the publication of the names of absentees on 
a call of the House, &e. 

Mt. BARNARD objected. 

(Cries of “move to suspend the rule.” ] 


Mr. MORGAN hoped his colleague (Mr. BaRNarp] would . 


withdraw his objection. 

Mr. BARNARD declined to do so: 

The SPEAKER here said that a quorum being now present 
he felt it to be his duty to yield the chair to the Chairman of 
the Committee. 

The CHAIRMAN [Mr. Briacs] then resumed his seat. 

The question recurring on the amendment. the vote was 
taken by tellers, wbo announced—yeas41, nays 91. 

So the amendment was rejected. . 

‘Mr. GRAHAM said he had intended his amendment ns a sub- 

stitute for this whole section, but the sense of the committee 
having been taken, and they having decided that the section 
should remain, he would move to add his amendment (above 
given) as a proviso at the end of the section. 
_ Itwas very evident, he said, that there was something wrong 
in the contingent expenses. . He had been opposed to them for 
many years, and believed they ought to cut off all expenses for 
the members of this House. He had not, and he would not, 
vote. for any contingent fund over $100,000, That was enough, 
and be thought morethan enough. If more was needed, let the 
proper committee specify the items. He was totally opposed 
to these general, vague, and indefinite appropriations for the 
contingent fund. 

Mr. FILLMORE thought 1t would be better to dispense with 
this subject until the action on the resolution fromthe Commit- 
tee on Retrenchment, and appealed to the gentleman from 
North Carolina [Mr. Granam] to withdraw his amendment to 
this billand bring it up when the resolutions from the Commit- 
tee on Retrenchment were under consideration. Tt was entire- 
ly unnecessary to delay this bill by an invidious distinction be- 
tween this House and the other relative to contingent ex» 


penses. ' . i i RAN j 
_ Mr. GRAHAM said he did not intend any invidious distinc- 
tion. Hethoughtthey should begin by a reduction of their 
own expenses, And if he thought that they had power, he 
would also include the stationery of the Senate in this amend- 


ment. 

. Mr. ARNOLD moved to amend the amendment by adding 
the following words; Except such as may be necessary for en- 
velopes.’ 

Mr. A. remarked that gentlemen certainly did not intend to 
require members of this Flouse to pay out of their own pockets 
for envelopes to public documents to send to their constituents, 
It was due to the people that they should be enabled to furnish 
them with information by the public documents. He hoped 
the gentleman would accept his amendment. as a modification. 
As to the stationery furnished to him, he cared not a straw 

OF it, 

Mr. GRAHAM declined to acceptit, as- he apprehended his 
amendment did net embrace envelope paper. 

. Mr. ARNOLD was of the opinion that it did. 

Mr. GRAHAM then accepted the amendment, and according- 
ly modified his proposition. 

Mr. MALLORY movedto amend the amendment by adding 
the words “and public documents.” 

Mr. FILLMORE suggested to the gentleman from North Ca- 
rolina (Mr. Grawam] to modify his amendment so as to apply 
to both Houses, or state to which it applied to prevent confu- 
sion hereafter. i 

Mr. GRAHAM then modified his amendment by striking out 
the words “to members of this House,” and inserting “to mem- 
bers of Congress.” 

Mr. WISE said he rose at the very first opportunity to carry 
out the determination he had some time since entertained, todo 
all in his power to vindicate the Representative branch of this 
Government. He had seen with regret that there had been a 
systematic attempt from many quarters to degrade it, to disho- 
nor it, and to deprive it of its due respectability, dignity, and 
weight in the Government of the United States. He had seen 
itinthe press—in the press of this city—commencing particu- 
larly with the press of this House, and going throughout the 
press of the whole country, as it were a combined attack on 
this branch of Government. He had no idea that the gentle- 
man from North Carolina (Mr. Grauam] had any such design 
by this proposition, The gentleman, he had no doubt, would, 
go as far as he would to maintain the Representative branch of 
the Government. He rose solemnly to call the attention ofthis 
House. as the Representative branch of the Covernment, to this 
attack. Every disorder, whether personal or general, every 
delay, was held forth to the people of this country, and every 
disorder of the people of this country was held up in Europe by 
the enemies of free institutions. He knew not whether there 
was a design to destroy the respectability of this branch of Go- 
vernnient, but every one must perceive the Consequences of 
this continued attack upon vhis body, He hoped no patriot 
would combine in it, and that every patriot would be careful 
how he undertook to break down the character of this body. _ 

To apply these remarks to thisproposition. Kt had been said 
here, and he did notimputs it to the gentleman from North Ca- 
rolina, that the members from thie House already received too 
much pay. This waa a part of their perquisites, and there- 
fore the question of their pay was raised, He met that 
question by saying that the Representatives _of the people 
were worse paid than any other officers of this Govern- 
ment. There was nota man on this floor who was worthy 
to represent 47,500 people who did not sacrifice thousands 
every year, whether Jawyer, doctor, or farmer. They were 
separated from their wives and children, and from their busi- 
ness, and sent here to serve the public, and then were met 


, With the demagogue cry that they should begin reform with 


themselves. This democratic ery was aristocratic. Reduce 
the wages of members of Congress as proposed, and the conse- 
quence would be that nobody that lived as a gentleman could 
come here but the rich nabob. But raise their. wages, and 
those could be sent here that are of the people, that think with 
them, and feel with them. He would vote to increase the pay 
of members of Congress to-morrow, and on republican grounds, 
so that the poor man might represent the people as welas the 
rich man; and on another ground, that most of them could not 
lay up more than five or ten hundred dollars in the long session 
and receive nothing during the recess. This did not compen- 
sate forthe derangement and loss in their business.. This was 
not the place to begin at. : 

Not only was it just and. republican that they should have 


“ more pay, but he said that this House was worthy of more pay, 


from its individual learning, moral worth, intellect and intelli. 
gence. It comprised talent, information and moral worth that 
would command, if scattered throughout the conntry, ten times 
the sum that thev received here. As a body, it was worthy of 
its hive. Not only respect to its own character, but asa body, 
combined with the other institutions of this country, provided 
in the Constitution asthedemocratic part. of the Government, 
composed of theshort-timed Representatives of the people’ of 
country, it was especially the representative brauch ofthe Ge- 
neral Government that ought to be cherished, that ought to be 
paid well, and to be preserved above all temptations. 

He went further. It was worthy in its action and conduct of 
the respect and confidence of the American people. They had 
disorders here, it was true. In this itself they were a represen- 
tation of the people of the United States, They themselves 
were charged with disorder, were hissed and scorned in Europe 
—where ten times the disorder prevails—for disorder, “And it 
wasjust to this body to say that this House alone was:not the 
only disorderly body in this- Capitol. He would contrast this 
body with the popular branches in France and England. Goto 
the House of Commons, and hear the neighing of horses and the 
braying of asses imitated, and see members cried off their feet. 
Go back to ancient history, compare the disorder of the Roman 
Senate with theirs, and they would stand vindicated. Go to the 
present times, and compare the disorders of this body with those 

-of the American Senate, and they would stand vindicated. This 
hall might be said to be a representation of the magnificent 
country we live in. There were physical causes operating in 
this hallto produce confusion. They might as well speak out 
of doors. ‘They could not see or hear in thishall. There were 
a thousand sounds, and each a thousand times multiplied. If 
they would pnt grave, grey-headed Senators in this hall, and 
multiply their number from fifty-two to two hundred and forty- 
twa, he doubted whether they would not see much more dis- 
order. : aie 

Why, then, should this House be taunted for its disorder and 
delay? He did not know but there was more bencfit effected 
from these circumstantial causes, which gave time for reflec- 
tion, than from party legislation. The world is governed too 
much. They had too much law, was h:s opinion. 

What was the meaning of the attempt to break down the 
Commons of this country? What could it be but to make the 
Senate and the Executive Departments al} in all in this;Govern- 
ment? Old members knew that ten or twenty years ago this 
House used to originate some bills, butnow they had come to 
originate nothing but what the Constitution provided. This 
was already fast becoming a body of mere form, an injury to 
the people instead of benefit, if these attacks were to be made 
upon it. He would not, therefore, unite with any man in any 
attempt to degrade this House of Commons. It was therefore 
that he heard with pain any allusion to the abuses of this House, 
orany attempt to expose them. 

This paper was not given to them as their pay, not for their 
accommodation, but that the people might have as free as air 
intercourse with them. Cutoff thissypply ! His people would 
tell him, “rather waste it in welcome than net send to us infor- 
mation.» It was left to their honor not to waste these things, 
but to use it for the benefit of the people and for their own; and 
if there happened to be a few dishonorable men who would be 
guilty of this petty larceny of which they have been accused, he 
would not engage inthiswar. Every attemptinit ought to be 
frowned dowh. The day, whenever it came, when they saw 
this Houso broken down, they would see the people themselves 
governed by a stronger Government, without the representative 
principle. That day they would see the destruction of our re- 
presentative confederation. : 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN said he had listened to a part of 
the remarks of the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Wise] with 
pleasure, and part with pain: with pleasure so far as he had 
expressed his determination to uphold the dignity and character 
of the House. He was sure, however, that none of that part 
of thegentleman’s remarks were applicable to any thing he 
had said, but were merely intended asa defence of the House 
against the attacksof the newspapers for the disorderly con- 
duct of some of its members. On this subject, it was sufficient 
for him to leave it to the country and to the House,to say to whom 
these charges applicd—who it was that had caused the disor- 
ders referred to, and whether they were caleulated to elevate 
the body in the eyesof the people of this country, or of the 
world. He had listened to another part of the gentieman’s re- 
marks with pain, and the people would read them with equal 
pain, when they understood him to say that this body in its dis- 
orders but reflected their own character, and confermed io the 
genius of our Republican institutions—— | . 

Mr. WISE explained. He said nothing like what the gevtls- 
man imputed to him. Whathedid say was, thatthe body was 

ensurable for the disorders committed in it, bu: that they had 
been censured more than they deserved. He said that in this 
tthey were a sample of their constituents, who them- 

s were at timessnbjeect ta outbreaks of feeling. g 

Mc. CHAS. BROWN continued. He did not wish ta misap- 
prebend ay mistake the gentleman, and would ta 


ke his correc- 


Ke 


tion. [fe would not, however, by apology. sanction the disor- 


ders that had been too often committed in that House. Hie was 
as desirous as the gentlembn from Virginia that the dignity of 
that House should be maintained, and that it w portant fo 


preserve for it the respect and confidence of the peopie: but, 
said he. if we want that respect and confidence. we mi ow 
ourselves worthy of i, by a dignified. upright, and orderly 
course of conduci on the part of the members themselves, Uf 
the members failed thus to act. as he thought in many instances 
they had, it was vain and idle to expect the confidence and re- 
spect of any one; and least of all couldfthey be obtained by de- 
nouncing the public press for its exposures and céensures. Foy 
one, he was glad to find that the press had been brought to bear 
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upon the disorders of the House; ebd he only regretted” 
it had not more -clearly pointed out: their: aùthors Hes 
hoped it would continue : to speak In. tones. of thunder. 
until it banished from the: halls of the Legislature: ali disorders. 
and all the disorderly. “The gentleman’ from Virginia-is èp 
posed to any diminution of the pay of members; and thinks it: 
ought to be Increased.. ‘The party. with which that gentleman: 
acted previous to the last Presidential election, every. where then: 
called-for retrenchment and reform. Ashe (Mr. B.).was fortes 
form now, before he wer.t to the Army and Navy and: the other 
Departments of of the Government, -he.- would begin: in-that’ 
House.. If said, he, we receive too much ourselves, if we are’ 
wasteful and improvident; Jet us receive ‘less, and: cut’ off uns; 
necessary expenditures of every kind; let us show that we are 
not wasting oue dollar ofthe pueple’s money, but that we apply: 
the proceeds of their Jabor irr the mostjudicions and économical« 
manner. “T said he, is our true policy; and this is one way 
to raise the character of this body in the public estimation.” If. 
however, we attempt to cover up, under an espirt du corps, ax 
the gentleman from Virginia would have us, the fauits of: 
of which we are chargeable, and conceal what is wrong, we 
are stabbing to the heart, not only. this body itself, but our whole 
representative system of Government, anddoing more than 
all its enemies here or in. Europe, of whom the gentleman 
spoke, to briog our Republican institutions inte disrepute, He: 
beligved, aiso, the rules and regulations adopted at the late exe 
tra session had dove more to disgrace the House before the peo- 
ple of this country than all the exposure. of which the gentle- 
man complainedof. lt was said by the gentleman.that this 
House was sunk in the respect of the people, and thatit had 
become merely the agent to register what was prepared for it 
elsewhere. i : ae : 

Mr. WISE denied that this was what he said, and explained 
that he said it had ceased to originate. any bills but such as: it 
was compelled to do by the Constitution. : gost aR 

Mr. BROWN continued, The gentleman gays that, the 
House is no longer what it once was; that it was areated for 
the purpose of originating bills; and that it uo longer performs 
that function. What had been the cause of this loss of its 
power? Was it owing to its virtues, or its vices? Wasitnot | 
the disorders that had taken piace. in it, that had produced: 
its inefficiency, enfeeblsd its energies, and wasted its time? 
Such disordershad been committed, and they must be reformed, 
or ihe House would sink aiifl deeper in the public estimation; 
and it wasthe duty of its nuo friends not to conceal but to ex 
pose to the public gaze all that needed reform. The gentle: 
man from Virginia contended that it was necessary to give high 
pay io the members to secure the services of respectable and 
competentinen. Wasthistract What gentleman, he asked, 
had come here merely for his pay? Was it the eight dollarsa 
day alone that influenced them in the performance of their du- 
ties? What influenced the Commons of Great Britain, which 
the gentleman bas ealogized, who received no pay? It was not 
eighia a day that purchased and pireseived through these 
Commons for ages, we Uberties of our Angio- Saxon ancestry, 
Ge wouid not believe that there was oue gentleman in.that 
Hali who valued the liberties of his country, who would come 
there mereiy for money; and the man who would come there 
for his eight dollars a day so’ely, and would legislate well or iH 
according to his pay, would sell his country tomorrow ifhe 
could get ten. ` : A 4 

Ife bimseif would not be there if money alone had influenced 
him; he was snrethe gentleman from Virginia would not; and, 
looking round the Hail, he did not see in the lineaments of a 
single face that mercenary spirit there. The gentleman. said. 
that the people would sanction it,and he would vote fora 
higher compensation for members to-morrow. Did the gentle- 
man recollect the tale told by history on this subject; and histo- 
ry was pliifosoy ing by example; if he did, he would 
know that Congress once ed the pay of its members, and not. 
higher than it now waa, aud yet very few who voted for that 
measure ever came back aggin to tell here what the’ people 
told them at the polls. The way to obtain the confidence of 
the people was not by squandering the public money in taking 
or giving high salaries, or on extravagant or unnecessary. ob- 
jects, but by dihgently and honestly and industriously, attend- 
ing to the public business, and economically disbursing the pub» 
lic money, and in seeing that all others do the same. 

He would repeat that, in the present situation of the country, 
retrenchmentand reform were imperiously called for. Did any 
man say that salaries which three years ago were sufficient, 
were not too high now? He unhesitatingly say that the 
salary of the Speaker—sixteen dollars a day—was too high; 
that of tf abers was t ; thatof the clerks: were too 

i a carly if not quite ali the other 
officers ofthe House. This was evilenced by the numbers, 
who were anxious to abandon R and reputabie employ- 
inents to ob w that the opinion had 
gore abro: din the House, that. the 
ficers was to give them 
engers, or clerks, 
ê same princi- 
. they would 

c as them». 


sel 
before the 
copie then, t 


> and after an elet- 
. B. andsaid that it 
knew, Mr. B. said, . 
nsul, but it was Better 


ain one thing; 
e; and he who” 
se, or the delay 
severest censure. But who 
guct -Was it those whoat- 
3 of ite House, or to urge it 
segs? Or thase who, 
and out of season, ìn- 
n to its legislation, and 
s peace fur weeks and 
n ofeech other? And- 
r object that than some 


ig f 
minsiion ai 
Mr. B. could see no other ë 
in notorjeiy, or puay A 5 mores me 
~ Hes with the gestfemanin another thing; 7 
ia repeli alt unjus assaulis on the House, and ie 
would go with him in repeiling them, come from what quar er 
they might; but he thought it was their first and greates' 7 ay 
io endeavor, by ali means, to reform all abuses—repress a is 


orders, and diligently and faithfully to perform their duties, and 
thus vindicate the character of the House, and maintain its: re- 
Spectability and dignity. Let it be made the representative of 
the better attributesof the American people—of their tempe- 

rance~-their loveof order—their industry--their economy— of: 
all the domestic and public virtues thatdistiaguish them among 

the nations of the earth, rather than. by any of their bad pas.: 
sions; and to make it thus, he would go. with the gendeman 

from Virginia, and all others, with heart and hand; but he 

would notgo with him, or any other, in any attempt, from any 

feeling of ‘esprit du corps,” to conceal its vices or apologize 

for ite disorders. Such a course could not obtain for it the res 

spect.or confidence of this country or of the world. 

Mr. MALLORY here moved that the committee rise; which 
motion prevailing, (ayes 88, noes uot counted). the ccmmittee 
thereupon rose accordingly. ; 

Mr. BRIGGS moved thatthe House adjourn; but waived the 
the motion at the request of 

Mr, STANLY, on whose suggestion the following bills were 
taken up, read twice by their tides, and referred: 

An act forthe relief of Caroline E. Clitherell, widow of 
Dr. George ©. Ctitherell, a surgeon inthe Army of the United 
States. 

‘An act to provide for the settlement of the claim of the State 
of Maine for the services of her militia. 

An act forthe reticfof certainsettlers on the public lands who 
were deprived of the benefits of the act granting pre-emption 
rights, which was approved the 19th of June, 1934. 

An act for the relief of Ephraim Sprague. 

Anact to perfect titles to lands south of he Arkansas river 
held under New Madrid locations and pre-emption rights under 
the act of 1814. 

Anact forthe reliefof Captain J. Throckmorton. 

Anact toauthorize the Governors of the States of Illinois, 
Arkansas, and Missouri, to cause to be selected the lands there- 
in mentioned. 

An act-far the relief of Clark Woodroof. 

An act for the relief of James Kiser and Barnet Foley, of 
Missouri. 

An acto provide for the payment of the claim of the State 
of Georgia tor money advanced by that State on account of 
éxpenses incnired by calling out the militia in cases of erruer- 
gency to aid in the repression of Indian hostilities in Florida 
and Alabama, and to protect the citizens of Georgia from 
sudden incursions and ravagesof the Creek and Seminole In- 
dians. : 

Ao actin relation to donations of land to certain persons in 
the State of Arkansas. 

An act to settle the title to certain tractsof land in the State 
of Arkansas. 

An act for the relief of Ephraim D. Dickson. 

An act forthe relief of sundry citizens of Arkansas who losi 
their improvements in consequence of a treaty between the 
United States and the Choctaw Indians. 

An act for the relief of Jesse Carpenter. 

An act to confirm the survey and location ofclaims for lands 
in the State of Mississippi, cast of Pearl river, and south of thir- 
ty-fivat degree of north latitude. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a message from the 
President of the U. States transmitting a letter from the Secre- 
tary of State upon the subject of the medium of payment to 
foreign ministers and-other public agents. 

Mr. IRVIN, fromthe Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported 
as correct the bill to provide for the early disposition of lands 
Sying.in the State of Alabama, acquired by treaty with the 
Cherokee Indians. 

On motion of Me. TULLINGHAST, the joint resolution pro- 
viding for the removal of the Law Library was taken up, 
read twice by its tile, and lies over on the question of engross- 
ment. 

Mr. BARNARD, on Icave, offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted: 

Resolved, ‘Phat he Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
furnish the Mouse with a summary statement of the rules, re- 
gulations, and modes of proceeding adopted in bis Department 
with regard, Ist, to the receiving; 2d, the Keeping; dd, the trans- 
fer; and4th, the disbursement of the public moneys, since the 
repeal of the act commonly called the Sub-Treasury act, and 
the act regulating the deposites of (he public money, passed on 
the 13th August last. 

Phe House then adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
SATURDAY, February 19, 1842. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

By general consent, the SPEAKER laid before the Louse the 
following Executive communications: 

A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting the 
result of the assays of foreign coins at the mint of the United 
States at Philadelphia, in the year 1841: ordered to lie on the 
table. 

A letter from the Secretary of State, notifying the House that 
the printing of the statistics of the United States, as corrected 
from the returns of the marshals, under the sixth census, has 
been completed, and inviting the attention of Congress to the 
propriety of more specific orders as to the distribution of the 
printed copies of the statistics and the compendinm or abridge- 
ment of the census’ referred to the Joint Cornmitice on the Li- 
brary of Congress. 

A letter from the First Comptroller of the Treasury, trans- 
ynitting statements of the accounts which have remained un- 
settled, or on which balances appear to have been due more 

than three years prior to the 30th September last, on the books 


of the Second Auditor, the Third Auditory, and the Fourth Au- ` 


ditor, prep: in obedience to the act of 3d March, 1809. The 
Jetter of the Sccond Auditor states that no oficer upon his 
books has failed to settle his account for advances within the 
year ending September 30, 1S4b: referred to the Commitice on 
Public Expenditures. 

Also, the following letter from the Secretary of the Navy: 

Navy Department, February 17, 1842. 

Sra: Thave the honor to state, in reply to the resolution of the 
House of Representatives of the 14th instant, that the cost of 
the steamships Mississippi and Missouri, as ascertained to the 
Rist December, 1641, is as follows, viz: 5 

Mississippi—for labor, $109,344 OF 


materials, 175,020 90 
engines, 167.593 84 
boilers 81,901 31 


—— $519,032 75 


Rage pai Stee cok 
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Missouri——for labor, -$139,387 20 
materials - _ 172445 39 
engines, 132,667 05 
boilers, 75,583 93 


ae pina a $553,850 32 

Other expenditurés haye since been made, presumed to be 

comparatively small, butthe accounts, have not yet been re- 
turned to the Department. 

ee -Tam, with great respect, sir, 

x Your obedient servant, 


: A. P. UPSHUR, 
Hon. Jons WHITE ig: ats i 
Speaker of the Iouse. of Representatives. 


The following message, heretofore received from the Presi- 


dent of the United States, was read: 
: Wasuunarton, February 16, 1642. 
To the House of Representatives: 

-ĮI transmit herewith acommnnication addressed to me by the 
Secretary of War,in relation to certain contracts entered into by 
the board of medical officers, appointed for the purpose, for 
the purchase of sites on the Western waters for the erection of 
marine hospitals; and concurring fully in his views of the sub- 

v ject, L recommend that either an appropriation of $44,721 be 
made for the purpose of satisfying the claims of the individuals 
with whom the contracts were made, or that the Department 
of War be authorized to re-convey to theni their lands, and an- 


nul the contracts. 
JOHN TYLER. 
Mr. MALLORY moved to take up Executive documents 
Nos. 28 and 57, of this session, relatiug to the coast survey, and 
that they be referred to a select committee of five members; 
which motion was agreed to. : 
REPORT ON RETRENCHMENT. d 
The House resumed the consideration of the unfinished busi- 
ness of the morning hour, being the first of the series of resolti- 
tons heretofore reported by Mr. Summers, fram the Seléct 
Committee on Retrenchmeut in the contingent expenditures of 
the House: é 
Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be, ang he is hereby 
authorized to continue iu bis office the services offihe thrye as- 
sistant clerks authorized by resolutions adopted b the Hogse on 
the 6th day of March, 1826, and the Iith day of Octoberg 1837, 
in addition to the six assistant clerks now repeal by fiw, at 


the annual salary now received by them, respectively; gnd that 
he emptoy no greater number of assistant clerksat any Aime in 
his office, unless permitted so to do by an order ôr resofuti 

the House. $ 

'To which resolution Mr. GORDON had heretofore offered the 
following modified amendment: ae 

“And, in addition thereto, that he be authorized tg continue 
‘the two assistant clerks now employed in his efficef and who 
have been employed therein since 18339.” A ! 

Mr. MILTON BROWN (who held the floor frot yesterday) 
resumed and concluded his remarks. 

He said that it had not been, nor was it vow, his purpose to 
enter at large into thisdebate. ‘The question, though it might, to 
the more enlarged views of some, seem unworthy of serious 
consideration, to his views of economy and reform seemed of 
great importance. Eis (continued Mr. B.) the first effort at 
practical reform. Many patriotic speeches have been made 
here, filled with loud professions of reform, and seut home to 
the dear people whom we all love so well; and there the matter 
has alwaysended. lfan attempt is made to abolish some use- 
tess office, thereupon many loud speeches are hurled forth 
filled with patriotism, against high taxes, in favor of atrict eco- 
nomy, and other high sounding professions, continually made 
on this floor to a confiding people; but then, say these preach- 
ers of reform, you are not Commencing at tie right place. 
I. is a small business to aim a blow atan unoffeading clerk, 
whe is, perhaps, in these hard times, in great need of the 
salary. 

The honorable gentleman from New York {Mr. Bowne] is 
a thorough reformer; but then be says this isnot the place to 
begin, So it is with many, very many; and I seriously fear 
thai they never will find the place to begin. The last twelve 
years have been particularly. distinguished by professions of 
reform, but no fruitof ail their labor has been seen. On the 
contrary, office after oflice has sprung up without authority of 
Jaw. This has been brought to light by the praiseworthy labors 
of the Committee of Ways and Means, and the select commit- 
tee on the expenditures of this House. Now, six, what will the 
dear people, who imagined they had so many affectionate friends 
and even lovers at this Capitol, think when they learn that the 
army of officeholders has been increased, not by law, but by 
the officeholders themselves? Yes, sir, they seem to have a 
kind of independent vepreductive faculty, by which new 
swarms can be raised from the old hive and sent forth to live on 
the substance of the land; and all this without any law or even 
resolution authorizing it. This is what strikes me as extraor- 
dinary and insufferable. Tt isthe main cause of the immense 
growth of Executive influence, and is an alarming instance of 
usurpation of power by a silent, secret influence, which has not 
been seen or known by the people. 

The Committee of Ways and Means, in their report on this 
subject, say, “that they have found, in the course of this investi- 
gation, thit many appropriations have heretofore been made 
without authority of law fora series of years.” And this, sir, 


tion of 


has been for the pay of officeholders created without a shadow - 


of authority in law to authorize their creation! 

The report of the select committee, which is now under dis- 
cussion. informs us that the two clerkships now proposed to be 
abolished are of this description: neither of them have any 
foundation in law or even ina resolution of this House. They 
are the creations of the chief Clerk. And now, sir, can a stronger 
evidence of the successfu} usurpations of this most extraordi- 
navy power be given, than in the fact, that we are engaged in a 
serious and heated strnegte to get two offices abolished that 
were never catthoried by las! And, sir, it seems to be a mai- 
ter of doubt whether we shall succeed. And if we do noi, what 
shall wettelij our cunstitnents? Shall we tell them that when 
any of the principal otficers at Washington choose to create a 
new office and fix its salary, or increase the salary of one al- 
ready created, that it is uscless to struggle against ii? That we 
have to Jet itstand? Shall we tell them that Congress is so far 
lost in the bad influences of the times as to refuse to interfere 
with this gross violation of ail the doctrines of Republican Go- 
vernment? I hope better things. 

Į know, sir, that the present Clerk did sot originate these 
offices. They come down to him from his predecessors, who 
have rendered themselves ilustrious, at least in this, that they 
have not only filled all the offices under them created by law, 


but have created two more, fixed their salaries, had them ‘nger 


ed in the general appropriatign bill, and carried them succes 
fully through. 1 feċ] proud to bear testimony to the high qui 
lification of the present Clerk, and his eminent fitness ‘for thé” 
office. But I cannot go with the gentleman from New York, 
who thinks his letter on this subject should decide the question. 
We have the report of the committee against this letter of: the 

Clerk, which, with me, will preponderate, The facts and rea- 

soning of the committee are satisfactory, and the committee 

should be sustained. n dy teas 

If the opinions of those who hold office at: Washington are to. 
govern, no doubt those who create offices will bein favor of. 
sustaining them. ‘Their-opinion has been strongly expressed, 
in the surprising power they have assumed, andit is scarcely . 
to be hoped that they will change their opinions until Congress. 
shall acton the subject. Théy claim that their conrse has been... 
sanctioned by usage, and what was once usurpation has become 
Jaw. And if this Congress, now that this subject has been: 
brought directly befere them, shall refuse to express its disap-, 
probation of this flagrant usurpation of power, in future offices 
will spring up without number. Officesalready authorized by 
law will have their salaries increased, and the control of Execu- 
tive power will become absolute. ma . N y 

Sir, how has this change in the simplicity and integrity of the 
administration of the Government been introduced? It has been 
done by secret, covert influences, that the public eye could not 
rest upon. The increase of offices and increase of expenditures 
have been seen, but responsibility could be fixed on no one, 
When the Administration was charged with extravagance, it 
was replied that no money could be expended except hy the ; 
sanction of Congress, and the people were told to lecture their 
Representatives. The people would arraign their Representa- 
tives, and the defence would be, that they only voted for gene- 
ral appropriations, such as were called for by the President and 
Secretaries in their general estimates. That to vote against the 
general appropriation bills would be factious, and would, if 
successful, stop the wheels of Government. And upon this the 
Representative rested his defence. The result was that respon- 
sibility could be fixed no where. . i 

The party then in power declared that no abuses existed. The 
Whigs (the.Opposition) declared they did exist. The party in 
power tauntingly replied: Then find them if you can! - Show 
them to Ihe people! at ani 

Now, what (inquired Mr. B.) does, this investigation reveal ? 
it reveals this astonishing fact: That “many appropriations 
have heretofore been made without authority of law for a se- 
ries of years.’ Yes, sir, offices created, salaries fixed, and 
those that were fixed increased ; and all this without authority 
oflaw! . 

Can gentlemen escape this? Will they now say that: there 
have been no abuses? Iam glad to see that some of those 
who aciei with the late party in power will not take this, 

round. < 
s Sir, how was thisabuse kept from light solong? It is now, 
fortunateiy for the country, understood, and I expect to hear 
some of those who wereengaged in the concealment and fraud 
upon the public confidence, to cry “catch the rogue” at the top 
of their lungs. The report of the committee to which I have 
referred fully shows how this concealment was effected. The 
oflices were Created, the salaries fixed, and other salaries raised 
at the discretion of the heads of the Departments, and then the 
gross amount for clerk hire, &c. was tnserted in the general - 
estimates and transferred tothe general appropriation bills, 
and pussed, when perhaps not one-third uP those who voted 
for them understood the concealed fraud.. Most of the mem- 
bers of Congress, at Jeast those attached to the Administration, 
voted for the appropriation bills, no doubt Sale rt ho- 
nestly believing-—that all was right. It may be said that Con- 
gress should have investigated the matter. This istrue. But 
the friends of the Administration were too confiding to inquire. 
Besides, had they done so, and discovered and disclosed any 
thing that was unfavorable to tha Administration, they would 
have been shot down as deserters. The Whigs, with the 
“ lights” then “before them,” could do nothing. They were’ 
deprived of the lights which a more intimate association with 
tho Cabinet, and a knowledge of Cabinet secrets,might have af- 
orded. 

But, sir, the fact is now disclosed, and the question is, will 
Congress sustain their committees in their honest efforts to re- 
formabuses? I have been told it will not. Some old members 
say they have seen enough to satisfy them that Congress will 
do nothing. They say that it will beasin times past; loud re- 
form speeches will be made, and there it will end. This is de. 
spairing toosoon. Congress will come to the rescue; and, if 
they do not, the people will. The majesty ofthe power that 
created: this Government will reform its abuses whenever 
tightly informed as to what abuses do exist. 

Nir, the time has now come to test who are for and who 
against reform. Professions have had their day; practice must 
now come. Efforts will be made to avoid these questions. A 
direct vote by yeas and nays entered on the journal is a hateful 
thing: it may speak hereafter, Efforts will therefore be made 
to evade this—to move amendments, to divert the question, to 
lay on the table, or by some parliamentary trick to avoid a di- 
rect vole. This, I say, will be attempted by those who wish to 
preach and not practise. But those who desire in good faith 
to practice will pursue a different ceurse. They will seek a di- 
iect vote, and in good faith throw themselves on the side of re- 
trenchment and reform. 

We have been told to go to the other end of the avenue, and 
there begin reform. And the report of the Secretary of State 
has been referred to, in which it was said certain numbers of 
“American Scenery” have been charged to the Government; 
and the Whigs have been facetiously told their Secretary is 
cultivating a tasie for painting, &c. at the public expense. 

Lam not the defender of the Secretary. There may be great 
great abuses in his office. It wonld only add another argu- 
ment to the necessity of reform, Nor do I feel in any way re» 
sponsible for the conduct of the tenant of the White House. 
He seems determined to make his old fiiends in Tennessee, 
who have battled in two conflicts for his elevation, feel that 
he does not cherish even cold respect for their wishes or opmions. 
Atthe extra session my Whig colleacuesand myself chose to 
sustain our principles rather thaa vetoes. Our Whig 
friends ab home sustained us. For this we have incurred his 
displeasure, 

I wish to be distinctly understood as repudiating the doctrine 
that political opinions should alone be considered in appoint- 
ments to office. Is he honest? is he capable? are inquiries that 
should always be made. But then an Executive may make ap- 
pointments and confer Executive favors, under circumstances 


showing such undisguised disrespect for the unanimous opi- 
nion of those who brought him into power, that his meaning 
cannot be misunderstood. Of this character is the appoint- 
ment of the marshal of Middle Tennessee, and the selection for 
Government favor of the organ at Nashville, which has, in all 
possible ways, without the restraints of ordinary decency, 
sought to vilify the Whigs of Tennessee, 
ier SPEAKER suggested that this was not strictly in or- 
. Then, sir, (continued, Mr. B.) I ask pardon for this digres- 
sion. lLonly desired to say that the Whigs of Tennessee at 
leagt should not be held responsible for the Executive or his Ca: 
binet. But I must be permitted to say that the reference of the 
honorable gentleman from New York,[Mr. Bowne] as a party 
thrust, was unfortunate. The items referred to were charged 
ata date prior to the 4th of March, and were the expenditures 
ot Mr. Forsyth. What a prodigious mistake! A Democrat bas 
thrown censure ona brother Democrat! Butit was afmistake. 


Such a thing is never done knowingly. Democracy can do no 


wrong, ‘is the maxim of Democracy. 

1 have looked alittle into Mr. Forsyth’s report of December, 
1840, and “American Scenery” and “Canadian Scenery” are 
there found to figure extensively His fondness for newspapers 
was also remarkable. I havea list of periodicals and newspa 
pers in my hand which he paid for out of the contingent fund. 
The number is twenty-four. A few items will show how the 
“Treasury pap” has gone for political newspapers with a view 
of sustaining partisan editors. It-willalso throw light on what 
is meant by “contingent expenses,” “miscellaneous expenses,” 
and “incidental expenses,” of which more hereafter. There is 
charged “five copies of the daily Globe, $50.” “Twelve copies 
of Globe containing conyention with Mexico,” “one hundred 
copies of Globe containiag letter relatiig to census.” And then 
comes the climax in the way of Globes... “Eighty-one daily 
Globesto publishers of laws from January 27 to August 22, 
1840, $164 13.” These are all charged to the Government un- 
der the head of contingent expensss. It is probable that each 
of the printers of the laws took the Globe; if they did not, 

< they should have done so. But it was necessary to swell the 
patronage, already immensely large, given by the Government 
to the party organ. The Secretary, therefore, not only or- 
dered five daily Globes for himself, but also ordered 81 more 
for his pet printers, and charged them all to the Government. 
was this right? Would he have managed his own affairs in 
this way. - 

But it seems the Department was very unfortunate in losing 
papets off the files, This item is also charged to the public 
purse: ‘Subscription to newspapers to complete files, $211.” 

I will only notice one other item out of many. The item 
stands thus: “J. Leigh, subscription to Tennessee Patriot, $4,” 
This paper lived and died inthe district I have the honor to re- 
present; and some of my constituents may be sui prised to learn 
that it was deemed by the late Administration essential.to the 
public interest that itshould be sent to Washington, and paid 
for ou of the Treasury of the nation. It is, nevertheless, cer: 
tainly so. 

Now, sir, allow me to refer toa few other facts illustrative of 
the bold game that has been played off under the name of “in. 
cidental expenses,” “contingent expenses,” “miscellaneous 
expenses,” &c. In the report of expenses for 1838, as an ex- 
ample, are the following items: The “current expenses of the 
Indian Department” are sct down at $4,839 50. Under this 
stand the following items: “Miscellaneous objects’? $4,093 27, 
“miscellaneous and contingent charges” $594,423 79! Now 
add these last sums together, and you have sent down to contin- 
gency the amount of five hundred and.ninety-eight thousand 
five hundred an.i seventeen dollars and six cents, growing out of 
a department the “current expenses” of which fall short of five 
thoueand. 

It might in charity beinferred that this immense amount of 
contingency had been used in removing Indiams, or some 

other important object; but this is rebutted by the fact that a 
string of expenses, amounting to between two and three hun- 
dred items, some of them very large, embracing every possible 
case that the mind can imagine, is set down and charged, These 
ee mllne items, therefore, stand unexplained and unexplain- 
able. 

Sir, I will give you another example. In the appropriation 
bill’ of 1838 the following is found, which is only an example 
taken from others of a similar kind. “For maii depredations 
and special agents, twelve thousand dollars; for clerks g 
offices, one hundred and forty thousand dollars; for miscella- 
neous, forty thousand dollars.” 

What do all these things mean? Here are “miscellaneous 
objects,” “miscellaneous and contingent charges,” put down- 
in all possible ways, until the Department, not wishing to put 
down too much of the same thing, charges the Government 
with forty thousand dollars’ worth of “miscellaneous!” Ifa 
plain man in the country had such a charge run at him, he 
would start as though a pocket pistol had been snapped at him. 

Observe the item for clerks. It isnot told what clerks. No 
sir, no. This little item of one hundred and forty thousand 
dollars is, Isuppose, for clerks manufactured in the manner 
already shown, without any authority of law. 

In 1838 the “contingent fund,’’ as it is called, amounted to 
one million eight hundred and forty thousand dollars. Now, 
sir, imagine the extent of corruption that might be produced 
hy such a fund. Andis it wise to give unbridled license te our 
public agents in the management of such vast amounts? Ought 
they not themselves to pray ‘“‘sotta he led inte such tempta- 
tion?’ 

Add to tiis dangerous power. claimed and exercised by the 
President and his Secretaries, of transferring appropriations 
from one branch of the public service to another at discretion, 
and thereis in practice almosi an unlimited control over the 
public treasure. Partisans may be rewarded, enemies punish- 
ed, and the whole country made to stand in awe of Executive 
discretion. 


Ts this righ? Is it safe to the public liberty? Ought such 
discretion to be entrusted to mortal hands? Look abroad at 
the every day exposure of enormous frauds everywhere com 
mitted by those heretofore standing bigh in public favor and 
confidence, and then tell me if such frauds may not happen 
among the agents ofthe Government? Ah, sir, they have hap- 
pened. But tg vortex of “contingent expenses” has swallow- 
ed themup. Ithas covered a multitude of sins; and could it 
now disgorge the secrets of its dark abyss it would adda hor- 
rid catalague to the degeneracy of the times, 

If this discretion and these increasing irregularities in public 
agents are not checked, where will they end? Will they not 
multiply? Will not the “undefined field of contingency” be 
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enlarged? Will not public and private morals grow worse, 
(and, Heaven knows, they are bad enough now,) until the safe- 
guards of liberty and the pillars of the Constitution give way? 
In these remarks my aim is not for party, but for my country. 
Reform—immediate, thorough, honest reform—is the desire of 
my heart. Those who are for. this kind of reform I take by 
the hand, without inqniring whether they cal! themselves 
‘Whig, Democrat, or Tyler men. And in. this reform de- 
sire to’ avoid extremes on eithér side. - The officers of Govern- 
ment should be paid a reasonable. compensation, ‘and held 
to strict accountabily. They should especially be restrained, 
bestia aspracticable, from the exercise of irresponsible dis- 
But there are those who talk for the people and to the peo- 
ple, and who never intended to be undone in professions, who 
would, as I heard a venerable gentleman on this floor fercibly 
express it “tear down the Capitol and hold Congress in a 
camp,” Such reformers are always dangerous to reform. 
They bring the whold subjectinto ridicule. The true friends 
of reform will inquire what is reasonable and whatis right, 
andin good faith carry it out. The committee in this case 
have examined the subject well, and their recommendation 
will reccive my hearty support. I go for the resolutions as 
reported, without alterationin any thing. And to this I add 
my hearty thanks for the service the committee have done the 
country. , i 
_ Mr. MATHIOTT said he had not intended to have engaged 
in this debate; andit was not until he discovered that the gen- 
tlemen in the opposition gave this questiona party character 
that he had determined to occupy the time of the House on this 
subject. $ 


He would endeavor, in the few remarks he might submit to | 


the House, to confine himself to the amendment of the gentle- 
man from New York, [Mr. Gorpon,] which was the pending 
question. It appeared to him strange, “passing strange,” . that 
this ameudment had come from this quarter. What was the 
ery of the party to which the gentleman belonged at the close 
of the administration of the venerable gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, (Mr. Apams]—an administration, than which, he 
would hazard the declaration that there had been none purer. 
It was their cry then that the salaries of the officers of this 
Government “had increased, were increasing, and ought to be 
diminished.” They then promised the American people re- 
trenchment and reform if they would elect them to office. 
That party, afier having administered the Government for a 
number of years, was thrust out of power. Another party 
came into power with the same purposes, and yet the very mo 
ment the party now in power undertook to redeem the pledges 
made to the American people, they were met with opposition 
from gentlemen belonging to tha’ party, which, in 1828, sung 
the siren song of retrenchment and reform. He called on the 
gentleman from the Otsego district [Mr. Bowne] and from the 
Delaware district (Mr. Gorpon] of New York, to come up and 
aid them in this work, 

During the extrasession a committee was appointed on the 
subjectof retrenchment of the expen:jitures of this Honse, and 
had made their report, which bore on its face the impress of 
great labor and thorough examination; in which they came to 
the conclusion that two clerks of this IJouse ought to be dis- 
persed with, and could-be without detriment to the public sex 
vice. ¢ 

‘The report showed that, in 1826, during the administra- 


tion of the gentleman from Massachusetts, the number of as- | 


sistant clerks in this House amounted to six, and were au- 
thorized by law; and that by a resolution of the House of 
the 6th March, 1826, one additional clerk was allowed. The 
cry of the party to which the gentlemen from New York be- 
long then was that the number of clerks was too large; that 
officers were iacreasing, had increased, and ought to be dimi. 
nished; and, place them in power, they should be dimished. 
This same party, on the Hth October, 1837, introduced into this 
House a resolution for the employ of two additional clerks. 

Did they stophere? No. During the last year of the admi- 
nistration of Van Buren they found two additional clerks, with 
salaries of $1,500 each, employed in this House without lawor 
resolution of the House. g ane . 

This committee, then, after thoroughly investigating this sub- 
ject, came to the conclusion that these two clerks ought to be 
dispensed with, and could be without detriment to the public 
service. And yet the gentleman from New York—not in ac- 
cordance with the pledges of his party in 1828—offered an 
amendment to retain the services of these two Clerks without 
the authority of law or resolution. He was opposed to this 
principle. He was ready to go for the resolution which had 
been reported by the committee, after thorough investigation, 
because he stood pledged to the people of his district to go for 
retrenchment. They, as the geneman’s party did in 1825, had 
promised that there should be a thorugh investigation inte 
the abuses of the past Administration. He stood here ready to 
redeem the pledges they liad made, and he called on the Whigs 
to come up and redeem their pledges; nay, he stopped not here, 
he called on the gentleman from New York to come up and re- 
deem the pledges of his party in 1828. He would say to him 
thatit was “better late than never” to redeem their promises, 

Jiow had the gentleman come to the conclusion that these 
two clerks were necessary? fad he amined the report of 
the committee? As he had said before, be, Mr. M. was the last 
man in this House to go for the reduction of officers, if they 
were necessary. He did not go for niggardly appropriations. 
He was ready to vote liberal appropriations, butlet them be 
authorized by law. We was satisfied that corruption had 
bubbled and boiled over in the manner in which the contingent 
fund had been paid out for years past. Lei them make pro- 
s legal appropriatians, such es were necessary. Let the cen- 
ingent fund of this House and of the other departments be 
redlaced and limited. 

Both the gentlemen from New York [We Bowss and 
Gorpox} had declared themselves advocates of r treucbmient, 
but didnot know where to begin. He said, as had been said, 
economy as well as charity begins athome. He wouid conr 
menee jn this House, not asthe genUieman fram North Carolina 
[Mr. Granam] had proposed. le was convinced that these 
two clerks were unnecessary, and would go for the resolution 
andeut them of, and would oppose the amendment of the g 
tleman from New York. 

Mr. SALTONSTALL obtained the floor— ; 

But the SPEAKER having stated that only five minute 
the moramg hour remained, Mr. 5, was undersived to yiel 
floor, S 7 

Mr. YORKE, oa leave, presented the joint resolutions of 
the Legislature of tho State of New Jersey, on the subject of 


j the tariff. Referred to-the © 


he eit Committee on: Manufactures, ana. 


‘Mr. RANDOLPH, on leave, presented ‘the: papers af 


Richard Marsh. Reterred to the Committee on Revolutionary. 
Pensions. 5 ae Bg Aes 
Mr. UNDERWOOD pregented. (on leave) certaj ers. 


(purport not stated) which were referred to the, ommes. for 
the District of Columbia. : a pe ae 


Mr. PICKENS (on leave) presented a petition for a cértain: 
post route: referred to the Committee on the: Post Office and 
Post Roads. á TN = aay 

The SPEAKER (by consent) presented a memorial on-the 
subject of marjne hospitals en the Western waters: referred to. 
the Committee on Commerce. en Gs 

Mr. McKEON (on leave given) offered. the following resolia- 
tion, which was adopted: ae ek 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury report to this 
House the amount of moneys paid. by marshals and district attor- 
neys of the United States since the 4th of March last: 

Mr. GIDDINGS called for the orders of the day, being the. 
consideration of private bills. k : ee 

The joint resolution from the Senate, providing for the re- . 
moval of the Law Library, was taken up, and, after a brief ex- 
planation between Mr. TILLINGHAST and Mr. BOWNE, was, 
on motion of Mr. T. concurred in. | 

(A. message in writing was received from the President. of 
the United States, by the hands of Jonn Tyrer jr. esq. his Pri- 
vate Secretary.] ‘ ou me $ 

The bill for the relief the legal representatives of John Barnes, 
deceased, was, ‘after a few remarks fom Messrs. ROOSE- 
VELT, GIDDINGS, CARUTHERS, and COWEN, laid aside 
for the present. ; : 

The bill for the relief of Pacificus Ord coming up on 
tion of engrossment-—— 5 

Aftera few remarks by Mr, ROOSEVELT— t 

Mr. MALLORY moyed that itbe laid on the table. a 

Mr. B -WNE asked the yeas and nays; which were ordered, 
and, being taken, were—yeas 95, nays 57.° pa 

So the bill was laid onthe table. : : 

Mr. SPRIGG moved a reconsideration of the vote, and pro» 
ceeded to advocate the motion. 

The SPEAKER informed the gentleman from Kentucky that 
dcbatc was not in order except by genera! consent, as it was a 
motion to reconsider a vote to lay on the table, 

Mr. FERRIS expressed a desire to give his, views on the bill, 
but did not proceed, objection being made. F 

"fhe motion to reconsider was taken, and decided in the nega- 
tive, by ayes 89, noes not counted. : 

The bill to authorize the paymentof seven years’ hallpay on 
account of tke Revolationaryeservices of Francis Eppes, de- 
ceased, coming up on its passage al 

Mr. ALLEN of Maine called for the reading.of the reportac- 
companying. od 

The bill was debated by Messrs. STANLY, in inquiry, PAR- 
MENTER, ja support, and PAYNE, in opposition to the 
bill. É 

Mr. PAYNE moved to Jay the hillon the table, but withdrew 
the motion at the request of Mr. TRIPLETT. i 

Messrs. TRIPLETT, RANDOLPH, and JAMES advocated, 
and Mr. HALL opposed the bill. : : 

Mr. ALLEN of Maine, called for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. i ia 

Mr. JAMES called for the reading of a former resolution in 
relation to this subject. i i 

Mr. BOWNE moved to lay the bill on the table; which mo- 
tion was rejected. d , my ' 

And Mr. BOWNE moved the previous question; which was 
secoided. - ; À 

And the main guestion (on the passage of the bil) wasor- 
dered. and, being taken, was decided in the negative: Yeas27,_ 
nays 99. i f ` 

So the bill was rejected. g 7 . Bo 

Mr. BOWNE moved a reconsideration of the vote-on the pas- 
sage of bill No. S4, for the relief of George Randall et al. 

Mr.- ATHERTON called for, ibe reading of thé report 
thereon. ` ee : x 

Messrs. MASON, ATHERTON, BOWNE, and FILLMORE. 
advocated, and Mr. GIDDINGS opposed the motion. ° 

The motion to reconsider was then carried. : g 

Mr. GIDDINGS moved to recommit the W to the Commit- 
tee of Claims; which motion was carried. 

‘And the House adjourned, $ 


the ques- 


IN SENATE, 
Monpay, February 21, 1342. Ma 
The PRISIDENT iaid before the Senate a commumeaton 
from the War Depariment. in compiiance a yesolution of the 
Senate, c the proceedings of the Court of In- 
yal since on the case of Dr. Maxwell of 


ome 
United States Army. g 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, orderd tolic on the table and be 

printed. 
A mes 

States, e sing 


sage was received from ihe President of the United 
i ccmmunication fromthe Secretary of State, 
in reply to the resolution of the Senate, adopted on the 18th 
instant, at the instance of Mr. WALKER, calling for information 
in relation to the action taken by this Government In the Cre- » 
cle cas att 
Mr. WALKER requested thatthe communication would be 
J, which was done, Bie 
ae conta inei the Secretary of Siate’s letter to Mr. Everett,in- 
k ag him orth nce of the Creole cases, as reported 
published; and also of the grounds 
ent would rest inber demand of yee 
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) is gratification that so satisfac- 

i LKER expressed his gratification that - 
vin a e Amunicadon had resulted from bis resolution. „it would 
be Jdmitied by all who had listened to the reading of the docu- 


mient now before the Senate, that the arguments which it |) 


contains are drawn up with great. ability, and, what is still bet- 
ter, with gréat force of truth andjust principles. ` He consi- 
dered it as confirmatory of the doctrines before urged by the 
Senator from South Carolina (Mr. Carmon] in his resolutions, 
unanimously adopted by the- Senate on a formeroceasion in 
Féspect to the cases of the Enterprise and Encomium. He 
hoped, sincerely, Lord Aberdeen would be found more reason- 
able than Lord Palmerston, and that the present administration 
of Great Britain would do ampte justice to this couatry, find- 
ing that Lord Palmerston’s doctrines are untenable, and that on 
every principle of national justi e the grounds he assumed 
should be abandoned. Fhe new administration in England 
came into powerby a majority so large that it must feel itself 
strong enough to adopt principles founded on an enlarged and 
enlightened basis ofpolicy.. He moved that the communication 
be printed and referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 


jens. 

Mr. CALHOUN seconded the motion, and took the occasion 
to say that he had heard the document read with great pleasure. 
He considered it covered the whole ground, and trusted it would 
be the means of putting an end to the dangerous doctrines 
which had been maintained on this subject. That document, 
coming from any other quarter, could not have equal effect; but 
coming from the source it did, it was calculated to produce the 
pest results. His object in rising was to second the motion of 
the Senator from Mississippi, and to move that a thousand ad- 
ditional copies be printed. 

” The question was first put on the printing of the communica- 
tion, which was agreed to. a 

The question then came up on printing the thousand addi- 
tional copies, 

Mr. CLAY hoped the resolation requiring thè reference of a 
proposition of that kind to the Comniittee on Printing, would 
Decomplied with. Hesaw no necessity for printing a thou- 
sand additional coptes. 1, was consequently referred to the 
Committee on Printing. 

Mr. WALKER then renewed his motion to refer the commu- 
nication to the Committee on Foreign Relations; which was 
agreed to. ` 

Mr. HUNTING! ON presented a memorial from Middle- 
town, Connecticut, praying a reduction in the rates of post- 
age: Yelerred to the Committee ou, Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Also presented a memorial from the city of New York, 
praying that such alteration may be made in the laws relating 
to drawbacks, astoaliow a drawhack oa all goods, whether im- 
ported by sea or land, that mey be te-exported, in original 
packages, to the British North American provinces. Mr, H. 
madesome remarks ehowing that d useful and profitable carriage 
trade might arise tothe railroads and canals and shipping of 
the country, if the principles of the drawback laws were ex- 
tended to original packages, re-exported overland to those pro- 
vinces: referred to the Commitize on Commerce. 

‘Mr. BUCH GNAN presented memorials numerously signed, 
faom the counties of Huntington, Chester, Northampton, Le- 
banon, and Lycoming, in Pennsylvania, ali of them expressing 
the opinion that the iron manufacturers cannot existunder the 
foreign competition which will take place when the duty shall 
be reduced to twenty per cent. and asking Congress to restore 
the duty on that article to what it was in 1839; and a memorial 
from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, attributing all the evils in the 
country to the operation of the Compromise act, and askirg for 
a protective tariff} which were referred to the Committee on 
Manufactures. 

Also presented twenty-two memorials from the city and coun- 
ty of Philadelphia, numerously signed by women, asking Con- 
gress to exercise ita constitutional power for the purpose of 
abolishing the stave trade and slavery in the District of Colum- 


ia. 

Mr. MING. Do the memorials come from women or men? 

Mr. BUCHANAN, Women 

Mr. KING. They are weil employed, indeed! 
better attend to their proper duty. 

Mr. LINN moved that the queation of reception de laid upon 
the table: and the motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented five petiuons from women of 
Pennsylvania, dadies no doubt) asking Congress to pass such a 
law as may relieve them from the support and protection of in- 
luntary servitude. 

On mation of Mr, LINN, the question of reception was laid 
on the tabie. 

Mr, BUCHANAN also presented a petition, signed by Sarah 
Pew, the president. and Annet Hopper, secretary, of a female 
Abolition Society, in Pennsylvania, asking Cougress to exer- 
cise their canstintional power to amend the Constitution, s0 
that the inhbitants of that State mè. be required to inter- 
Jere to preserve (he existence of slavery in any other Siate or 
country. 

On the motion of Mr. KING, the question of reception was 
laid upon the tabie. 

Mr. YOUNG presented a petition from a number of the 
citzeus of Warren, Knox. and Fulton counties, in the State of 
VWinoie, praying for agrantof land to aid that State in the com- 
pletion of the ilinoisand Michigan Canal, equal to that bereto- 
fore granted to the State of Ohio for the purposes of internal im- 
provement. 

Mr. Y. said, in presenting this poiition, that he desired, with 
the indulgence of the Senate, to mwake a few explanatory re- 
marks before sending itto the Commitee on Public Lands, al- 
ready charged with the s cr of making an additional grant 
of land to the State o: i for the purpose mentioned in 
the petition, He said that the petition was short, concise, pa- 
triotic in it ined one sentiment, at leas 

highly credi 
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ple a debr oppr amount, 
ponding with the depreciation of onr 
and Lag repeat to their credit, 
selves bound as a State to redeem our 
pledges.” Bir, n ¥. this is a noble sentiment, and 
worthy of the hardy sons of the West, frem whom it ema- 
nates. And now, Mr. Presiden:, said Mr. Y. what co these 
people ask? Simply to do fer Piinais what we have done for her 
sister State Ohio. Some years ago sir, after the State of Ohio 
had expended considerable sums towards the construction 
of her internal improvements, she asked for, and obtained, an 
additional quantity of five hundred thousand acies of land to 


“we nevertheless ft 


aidthé completion of these improvements, or ‘to bé applied in 
the paymentof the debt. and. interest’ already incurred inthe 
prosecution of these 


work of constructing a canal to connect the waters of Lake 
Michigan with those of the lllinois river, the estimate’ of the en- 
tire cost, by the first board of commissioners, was less than one 
million of dollars. 


acres. Now it was ascertainedthat the cost, when completed, 
would exceed eight millions of dollars. Already has the State 
of Minois expended a Jarger sum than four millions of dollars 
upon this work. Her resources are exhausted. The energies 
of ber citizens are paralyzed, and hence this appeal for aid to 


the General Government. This they ask from the fostering . 


hand of the General Government ‘undera pressing emergency, 
after having exhausted their own resources to the last farthing, 
to accomplish a work which, if it shall ever be complied, will 
constitute one of the most important links in that great chain, 
which will unite the waters of the majestic Hudson with those 
of the “father of waters” in the great valley ofthe West. 

i The petition was then referred to the Committee on Public 

ands 

Mr. ‘$aTEs presented a memorial, praying that such a tariff 
of duties may be established as will give an ample amounitjof re- 
venue for the purposes of Government; as will secure to Ame- 
rican labora home market for all articles of prime necessity; 
and establish commercial reciprocity as the basis of national ex- 
changes: referred to the Committee on Manufactures. 

Mr. MILLER presented the joint resolutions of the Legisla- 
tute of New Jersey, on the subject of discrirninating duties and 
protection to manufacturing interests: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Manufactures, ba 

Mr. LINN gave notice that be would to-morrow introduce a 
bill to remit the fine, with interest, imposed upon General Jack- 
son by Judge Hall, iu the year 1815. 

Mr. PRENTISS presented the petition of Jeremiah Glines, 
praying the revival of the act granting half-pay and pensions to 
widows of Revolutionary soldiers: referred tothe Commitee ou 
Pensions. ; 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the memoria! of the Chamber of 
Commerce of the city of New York, suggesting thé construc. 
tion of a steam frigate on the plan of R. L. Stevens, for the de- 
fence of the harbor: referred to the Committce en Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr. STURGEON presented the petition of merchants, mecha- 
nics, manufacturers, and others of Pittsbureh, Pennsylvania, 
praying for the passage of the Mxchequer bill, and especially 
that portion of it relating to exchanges, 

Mr. BARROW presented a memorial from members of the 
bar at New Orleans, praying that thè salary of the Judge of the 
ninth Judicial Circuit may be increased, and that there may be 
such an alteration in the districts as to lessen the labors of the 
judge: referredto the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. SMITH, from the Committee on Public Lands, reported 
back to the Scnate, without amendment, bill from the House 
for the relief of Obed P. Lacy, with a recommendation that it 
do pass; and also the Senate bill onthe same subject. 

Also, reported hack from the same committee, without 
amendment, the bill from the House entitled “An act directing 
warrants to issue ‘or hounty land due on account of the ser- 
vices of Major General Duportail, Brigadier General Armand, 
and Major De la Colombe,” with a recommendation that it do 

ass. 

p Also, reported back from the same committee, without 
amendment, Senate bill for the relief of Isaac Bryson, with a 
recommendation that it do pass. 

Also, reported back from the same committee, Senate bill to 
authorize the county commissioners of Linn county, in the Ter- 
ritory of Lowa, to enter a quarter section of laad upon which the 
seat of justice of said county is row located, accompanied by a 
epecial report, which was ordered to He on the table, and be 
printed. 

My. WOODBURY preserted a meinorial from citizens of 
Portsmouth, New flampshire, praying for a revision of the pre» 
sent tariff of duties, and that such a tarif may be established as 
will afford ample revenue and give protection to American in- 
dusiry: referred to the Committee on Manufactures, 

Mr. BENTON presented a petition from citizens of Augusta, 
in the State of Maine, praying that certain alterations may be 
made in the Bankruptlaw. They objectto it because, in their 
opinion, it is retroactive and impairs the obligation of contracts, 
and because it does notince'ude banking and other corporations: 
referred to the Judicary Committee. 

Mr. KERR, from the Cammittee on the District of Columbia, 
reported back to the Senate, without amendment, the bill from 
the House of Representatives to extend the provisions ofan act 
allowing the hanks in this District to receive and pay out the 
notes of non specie-paying banks. 

Mr. KING remark da that the committee had reported the 
oil} back without expressing any opinion whether it should pass 
or not, and thus to leave to the discretion of the Senate to amend 
or modify rt as they thought proper, and leaving the mem- 
vers ofthe committee uncommitted as to any action which may 
be hag on it. ° 

Mr. PHELPS, fiom the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, 
made an adverse report on the petition of Jevemiah Basye; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

BOARD OF EXCHEQUER. 

Mr. TALLMADGE, from the Select Committee on the plan 
of the Secretary of the Treasury for a Board of Exchequer, 
made a repori, accompanied by a bill, which was read. 

The bill waz then read twice by its title, and, on motion of 
Mr. TALLMADGE, made the special order of the day for this 
day two weeks. 

Mr. BUCHANAN asked, would it be deemed improper toin- 
ire af the chairman of the committee if the report met the 
ous approbation ofihe committee. 

WALKER said, as he was one of the committee, he felt 
imself called upon to respond: There were portions of the bill 
and report which he opposed in commitiee, and which could 
not meethis approbation. Is was unnecessary to go at large 
into his objections to those portions. He would, however, men- 
tion the two principal: one wasthat which authorizes the re- 
ception of bank paper in payment of dues to the Government; 
and the other is the employment of State banks as depositories 
ofthe Government funds. This seemed tohim a vital ques. 
tion. In 1834, when it was proposed to employ State banks as 
depositories of the Government, he opposed it. When the pro- 
position was renewed in 1836, he voted witha very small mi- 


ablic works. Now, Mr., President, said- 
Mr. Y. how is it with Illinois? . When we commenced the great, 
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nority of his friends againet the State bank system. A reference. ` 
to the files of the Globe of that day will show that he not only 
voted against that system in 1836, but predicted, at the time, 
that the currency would become enormously inflatéd, anda 
speedy explosion would'take place. . When again, at the: Inst 
session, it was proposed, as a temporary measure, by a valued 
political friend,, and voted for by nearly every member of the 
Democratic party, he voted against it. If, then, he was com. . 
pelled to go against his political friends in ’34, 86 and *41,-it ~ 
certainly could not be expected now tifat he would yield up, 
his opinions, and go for those features of the bill which con- 
tained the obnoxious. principles of the State bank system,” 
There were other. features of the bill and report which he 
thought objectionable, ‘and which, in his mind, required 
amendment. He preferred patticularizing them when the 
measure itself came up. i : a 

Mr. YOUNG, another member of the committee, made the 
following remarks: : ee 

Mr. Presipent: F desire to say a few words only in explana. 
tion of my own position asa member of the Special Commit: 
tee, in regard to the bill which has just betn reported, and: the , 
report just read by the honorable chairman {Mr. TALLMADGE] 
in explanation of its provisions. As far as my observation has 
extended, the deliberations of the committee have been charac- 
terized throughout by a spirit of mutual concession, and by a 
disposition uniformly manifested to make the, bill as nearly 
conformable to the opinions ofal! of the committee as possible, 
and in such form as was supposed would most likely meet the 
views of a majority of the Senate. I deem it due to myself, 
however, to say at this time that there are provisions in the 
bill, and certain portions of the report, to the support of which 
Ido not consider myself committed. When this bill and the 
report shall come up for consideration, 1 shall feel myself at 
liberty to examine both, insach manner as I may think proper 
under the circumstances, and in the end to vote and act as my 
judgment məy dictate. 

Mr. PRESTON moved the printing of three thousand addi- 
tional copies of the report and bill; which was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. GRAHAM, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of establishing a district court of 
the United States in the western part of North Carolina, or of 
rearranging the present district so as to provide for the more 
convenient administration of justice; also, that said committee 
inquire into the expediency of giving to a circuit courtat Ra- 
leigh the jurisdiction of a district court in cases of bankruptcy 
within a prescribed district, A | 

Mr. ALLEN submitted the following resolution, which, un- 
der the rule, lies one day on the table: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to inform the Senate, if, in his opinion, it may be done 
without detriment to the public interest, what proceedings, if 
any, have taken place between this and the British Government 
relative to the matter of the Caroline, and the arrest and de- 
mand of McLeod, since the date of his last communication on 
this subject, and to lay before the Senate a copy of the corre- 
spondence which may, subsequently: to that date, have passed 
between these Governments relative to the same matters. 

On motion of Mr. MANGUM, the Senate went into Execuy 
tive session; and after some time spent therein, 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 7 
Monpay, February 21, 1842. F 
+ Me. EDWARDS presented the petition of Manual Alvares, 
£ American Consul at Santa Fe, New Mexico, Praying an allow- 
nnce of drawbacks on goods exported from the United States in | 
the orìginal packages overland to Mexico: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. | 

‘the SPEAKER announced the following members as the 
Select Committee, heretofore ordered, on motion of Mr. MALLO- 
Ry, to be appointed on certain Executive communications relats 
ingto the coast survey: s 

Messrs. MALLORY, Wise, CUSHING, AYCRIGG, and Hotmzs. 

On leave given, Messrs. EDWARDS of Maine, SAN- 
FORD, BIDLACK, JAMES, SNYDER, WISE, and GRAN- 
GER, presented petitions; which were appropriately re- 
ferred. . 

The SPEAKER announced the regular business of the day to 
be the call of the States for resolutions. 

Mr. RANDALL, on leave given, introduced a billto regulate 
the taking of testimony in the cases of contested elections and 
for other purpose: read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee of “Elections, — * 

Mr. FESSENDEN then introduced a resolution to rescind 
the 2lst rule, which Hes over. 

Resolutions were also introduced by Messrs. A. MARSHALL, 
ALLEN, and LOWELL. 

On motion of Mr. LOWELL, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency and proprie- 
ty of establishing a mail route er post road from from Houlton, 
in the county of Aroostook and , State of Maine, to Fort Fair- 
fleld, in the plantation of Presque Isle, in said couuty; also. from 
Denneysvilie, via Edmunds to Whiting, in the county of Wash- 
ington; also, from Wesley, inthe county of Washington, via 
Crawford to Alexander; also, from Milford, in the county of 
Penobscott, to Greenfield, in the county of Hancock: also, 
from Sedgwick, in the county of Hancock, to Swan’s Island 
Plantation. is saidlast named county. i 

Mr. LOWELL, on leave, introduced abill for the relief of 
Robert Ramsay; which was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, | 

By Mr. ALLEN. Petition of David G. Cook and others, 
thata post route may be established trom Patten to the Fish 
River setileruent, in tbe Staie of Maine. 

On mation of Mr. ALLEN, 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be request- 
edto communicate to this House, if not incompatible with the 
public interest, the state of the negotiation between the United 
States and the Government of Great Britain in relation to the 
Northeastern boundary ofthe State of Maine; and also all cor- 
respondence on that subject between the two Governments, not 
hitherto communicated. 

Resolutions were presented from the State éf New Hamp- 
shire by Messrs. ATHERTON, EASTMAN, and BURKE. 

Mr. ArHEeRTON’s resolution was understood to be designed 
to fix the adjournment of Congress on the last Monday of May. 
It lies over one day for consideration. 

_ Mr. Easrman’s resolution directed the Committee of Elec- 
tions to inquire into the expediency of the passage of alaw to 
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fix the election of members of Congress for the same day in all 
the Siates. It lies over. i 

“Resolutions were presented from Massathusetts by Messrs. 
WINTHROP, SALTONSTALL, and others, 


BANKRUPY LAW. g 

Mr. TILLINGHAST offered the following resolution, which 
Was adopted: - - 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary take into 
consideration’ the act establishing a uniform sysiem ofbank- 
yuptey;. passed at the last lession, and report to the House such 
amendments and alterations thereto as to them may seem ne- 
cessary or expedient. S 

Mr. OSBORNE offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of so faramending the act of March 
2,°1799, as that the office of the Collector, of the District of 
Fairfield, in the State of Connecticut, may be kept in either of 
the towns of Fairfield or Bridgeport in said Distrct. 

From Vermont; by Messrs. SLADE and HALL. 

From New York: by Messrs J. C. CLARKE, J. G. FLOYD, 
FILLMORE, SANFORD, MORGAN, CHRITTENDEN, 
TOMLINSON, ROOSEVELT, RIGGS, GRANGER, BAB- 
COCK. and-OLIVER. . ‘ 

Mr. OLIVER also presented the petition of Enoc h Ordway, 
praying compensation on for services rendered the Government 
io the Revolutionary way: re:erred to the Committee. on Revo- 
lutionary Claims. s 


Also, the remonstance on sundry legal voters of Urbana, 


Clinton county, N. Y. agains, any repeal or modification of the 
. Bankrupt law; referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

‘Mr. FILLMORE presented two communications from Mes- 
sra, Blair and Rives, which were referred to the Committee of 
Waysand Means. 

On leave given, Mr. HALSTED presented certain joint reso- 
lutions from the Legislature of New Jersey, praying a revision 
of the tariff; referred to the Committee on Manufactures. 

On leave given, Mr. ©. J. INGERSOLL, from the Committee 
onthe Judiciary, reported a bill for the relief of the heirs. and 
representatives of Thomas Atkinson, deceased: read twice and 
committed; and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be- 

rinied, : 

2 Qn leave given, Mr. COOPER of Pennsylvania, from the 
Committee on Indian Affairs, reported a bill of the the following 
title: “An act authorizing the sale. of public lands, with the im- 
provements thereon erected by the United States for the use of 
the agents, teachers, farmers, mechanics, and other persons em- 
ployed amongst the Indians; which was read twice, and com- 
mitted. 

From New Jersey: By.” Messrs. HALSTEAD, AYCRIGG, 
and YORKE. 

From Pensylvania: By Messrs. J. R. INGERSOLL, 
CHS. BROWN, SNYDER, COOPER, BIDLACK, JAMES, 
BEESON, and others. i g f 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN submitted a resolution, which set 
forth that, whereas the expenditures ofthe Government exceed- 
el the revenue. and ought to be reduced, therefore the Commit- 
tee on Public Expenditures be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of bringing in a bili to reduce pro rata the salaries 
and emoluments of persons employed by the Government, thus: 
all over $1,000 per annum, and not exceeding $2,000, 10 rer 
cent.; $2000, and not exceeding 43,000, 124 per cent.; $3,000, 

and not exceeding $4,000, 15 per cent.; $4,000, and not exceed- 
ing $5,000, 20 per cent; $5,000, and upwards, 25 per cent. Also,‘ 
that the pay and mileage of members of Congress be reduced 
25 per cent. Objections were made, and the resolution lies 


ver, 

% Mr. BIDLACK presenied memorials of citizens of Pennsyl- 
vania, recommending the restoration of the tariff of 1839, so far 
as it regards the article ofiron. 

‘Also te memorial of citizens of Columbia county, for the re- 
adjustment of the tariff generally. 

‘Also the memorial of citizens of Susqehanna county, for the 
repeal ofall laws sancuoping tabor on the S-bbath. 

Also the memorial of citizens of Coinmbia county, recom- 
mending the restoration of the tariffof 1839 on iron. 

‘Also the memoria! of citizens of York county, for the remo- 
val of obstructions from the mouth of the Susquehanna, and 
the har dor of Havre de Grave. 

From Maryland: by Messrs. KENNEDY and MASON. 

From Virginia:. vy Messrs. GOGGIN, SUMMERS, WISE, 
BOTTS, and TATIAPERRO. = 

From North Carolina; by Messrs. WILLIAMS, WASHING- 
TON, and STANLY. 

BANKRUPT LAW. 

Mc. WASHINGTON offered the following resolution, which 
was adopted: E dad 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of svamending the bankrupt Jaw 
as to give the Circuit Courtsof the United States concurrent ju- 
risdiction with District Courts of the United States in all cases 

rising under the said law 
arising Under AMENDMENT TO THE RULES. 

Me. STANLY offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, Thai the 132d rule ofthe House be amended in the 
following particniar: After the words “Committee of the Whole 
on the stato of the Unian.”?) add the following: Ard also of fix- 
inga time for the discharge of the comnulttee from the further 

-gonsideration of any bill referred to it. 

Which having been cead— i 

Mr. STANLY moved the previous question; (Mr Wise ob- 
jecting, whilst Ms. S. was on the fonr, io the resolution, and 

iving notice of his intention te debate it ) 

Me WISE submitted ae a poin: of order Chat the the genile- 
man couklnat move the previous question. g 

And the SPRAKER decide? that as notice of debate was 
being given, the gentleman could not call the previous question 
on the msritaof the regalutina. p ‘ 

Some conversation fHowed, in which Messrs. WISE, STAN- 
LY, ARNOLD ant FILLMORE participated. 

Mr. STANLY modified his resotu'ion to read as follows: 

«Phe House may atany time, by a vote of a majority of the 
members present, suspend the rules and orders for the purpose 


of providing for the discharge of the Committee of the Whole 

House on the state of the Union from the consideration of any 

bill referred-to it, after acting, without debate, on all amend- 
ments pending and that may be offered.” > 

When the SPEAKER, after constlting a well known case of 
a resolution offered by Mr. Albert Smith, im the 26th Congress, 
where the House had overruled a decision of the Speaker simi- 
lar to that now made, decided afresh that, under“that decision, 
the Speaker felt bound to entertain the previous question: 

Mr. WISE appealed from, the decision of the Chair, and re: 
duced his appeal to writing’as follows: i 

Mr. WISE appealed from the decision of the chair, thata 
resolution and a motion for the previous question can be enter- 
tained this day, though objection was made, and notice given of 
debate, on the ground— 

Ist. That all resolutions giving rise to debate, presented this 
day, under the rules of the House, have to lie over one day; 
and that he (Mr. Wisg) made objecuon, and gave notice of a 
desire to debate before the motion for the previous question was 
made by Mr. STANLY; and, |. 

Qdly. Fhat another resolution of the same subject matter as 
that presented by Mr. Sranzy. has been presented already to 
the House, and laid over under ihe rule. 

Mr. W. being about to debate the appeal, the SPEAKER 
said that the previous question having been called, the appeal 
was not debatable. . 

- Some further conversation followed between. Messrs. TUR- 
NEY, CLIFFORD, STANLY, and the SPEAKER. 

When Mr. MALLORY called the yeas and nays on the ap- 

eal, which were ordered. : 

Mr. SURNEY moved a call of the House, and asked the yeas 
and nayson that motion, which were ordered; and being taken, 
were—Veas 92, nays 75. 

So a call of the House was ordered. 

The r H of the House was then called; but the number of 
members present was not announced, or ifso, was not heard. 

On motion of Mr. WISE, further proceedings were sus- 
pended. 

The question recurring on the appeal— - 

Mr. WISE submitted his appeal in writing; and some conver: 
sation arose as ta the facts set forth therein between Messrs. 
WISE, STANLY, and the SPEAKER. 

The question ‘Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the 
judgment of the Jiouse?” was then taken, and decided in the 
affirmative—Yeas 90, nays 87. x 

So the decision of the Chair was affirmed. 

And the question recurring on the demand for the previous 
question, it was taken, and decided in the affirmative—yeas 92, 
nays71. l 

So there was a second. : 

Mr. TURNEY asked the yeas and nays on ordering the main 
question; which were ordered, and, being taken, were—yeas 95, 
nays 92, 
So the 


taken. : 

Mr. PROFFIT moved that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. FILLMORE asked the yeas and neys on that motion; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. PROFFIT withdrew the motion to adjourn, and moved 
that the resolution be laidon the table. 

Mr. TURNEY asked the yeas and nayson that motion; which 
were ordered. 

Mr. JOHN G. FLOYD renewed the motion that the House 
adjourn. 

Mr. YORKE asked the.yeas and nays on that motion; which 
were ordered, and, being taken, were—yeas 72, nays 108. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

The question then recurred, and was taken an the motion of 
Mr. Prorrir to tay the resolution on the table, and it was de» 
cided in the negative—yeas 92, nays 94. 

So the resolution was not laid on the table. 

And the question recurring on tts adoption— 

Mr. MEDILL moved that the House do now adjoum. 

‘The yeas and nays were asked on that motion, but the de- 
mand was withdrawn. . hs g 

By leave, Mr. MORGAN gave notice ofa motion of reconsi- 
deration of the vote taken on Saturday on the bill for the relief 
of the heirs of F. Eppes, deceased. ‘ i 

The Reporter understood that a similar noticehad been pre- | 
viously given by Mr. Joux T. M j 

BOARD OF EX QUER. 

By general consent, Mr. KEN? BUY of Marysand,a member 
of the select C :mmittee on the subject of the Currency, &e. 
submitted a counter report, which received the same reterence 
asthe other reports heretofore made, and was ordered to be į 

rinted in like manner. | 
And then the House adjourned. H 
i 

i 

i 


. e. 
House determined that the main question be now 


The following is the bill which accompanied the report ofthe 
Senate committee on the plan fora Buard of Exchequer, pre- 
sented to-day: aa f 
A BILL amendatory of theseveral acts establishing the Treasu- : 

ry Department. 

Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States ef America in Congress assembled, 


hat there shail be, and hereby is, created am! established ia 
the Treasury Department, at the sear ofthe G nentot the 
United Sates, a board, to be called the er of the 


United States, to be composed of hee commissioners, to be 


commissioners shall, by the members thereof, be elected. 
dent, who shall hold iis office for two'years, when a new al > 
tion shali be made; and in like manner‘a new election shall take 
placé afterward, at-the end of each ‘successive period of.two 
_yeats. And the Secretary of the Treasúry shall have authori 
ty Coappoint, on the recominendation of the board, all such in- 
ferior officers.as, in the judgment of the board, the transaction 
of its business may require, the amount of their respective 
compensations, till fixed by law, to be‘determined by the board, 
who may take bonds for the faithful discharge of their duty for 
such sums, and in such manner, as thé Secretary of the Treasu- 
ry shall direct; and’ each of said commissioners shall recéve an 
annual salary of —— dollars. s i i : 
Sze. 2. And be it further enacted, That the said Board of 
Exchequer shall have power to establish agencies or offices in 
such of the cities or towns of the United States as it- may judge 
necessary and expedient for the public cervice; andalso where- 
ver Congress may by law require the same to be established, 
limiting the number to as few as the exigencies of the service 
wil admit, and in no case exceeding two in any State or Terrie 
tory; and such officers and agents as may by the Board of- Ex- 
chequer be thought necessary for the management ofsuch agén- 
cies, and the transaction of their husiness, shail be appointed hy 
the Secretary of the Treasury, on (he recommendation’ of the 
Board of Exchequer; and the said board shall have power. to fix 
the amount ofthe respective compensations of such officers till 
the same shall be determined by law, and to providé'xegulations 


for the government ofsuch agencies, thetransaction of their busie ` 


ness, and the rendering accounts of all their proceedings: And 
in such regulations they shall so assign and arrange the duties 
of the officers of the said agencies, as that one of those officers 
shall be a check and control upon the other, and for that pur- 
pose they shall require that the accounts and proceedings of 
each shall be enteredin proper books. And any of the officers 
of the said agencies may be removed by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, on the recommendation of said board, for physical 
inability, or incompetency, or neglect, or violation of duty; but’ 
it shall be his duty to state every removal of any principal offi- 
cer of any agency, with his reasons therefor, in his general an» 
nual report of the transactions of the Exchequer. i 
Sec, 3. And be it further enacted, That the said Exchequer 
and its officers shall be the general agents of the Government 
of the United. States, for receiving, safekeeping, and disbursing 
the public moneys, and transferiing and transmitting the same, 
under the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury; and all 
public moneys received, from whatever sources, shall, under 


the same directions, be paid into’ the said Exchequer, or its / 


agencies; and the principal officers employed in such agencies. 
shall give bonds to the United States, for such amount and in 
such form as the Secretary of the Treasury.shall prescribe, for 
the faithful performance of their duties. And the said Board 
of Exchequer and its several agencies shall pay ail warran' 
drafts, or orders, made thereon by the Treasurer of the Dani 
States, and by al! disbursing officers and agents of the Govern- 
ment having authority to make such drafts or erders. And 
every such payment shall be made, at the option of the person 
entitled to-reeeive it, in gold and silver coin, or in specie notes, 
to be issued in such form aa is hereinafter prescribed; - But 
guch notes shall never exceed the actual amount.of specie hole, 
den for their redemption. : ae i 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, Thatthe said Exchequer 
and its officers shall perform the duties of commissioners of 
loans, in receiving subscriptions, transferring stock, and paying 
dividends and interest thereon, under the directions'of the Sè- 
cretary of the Treasury; and shall render to the Treasurer of 
the United States. all necessary facilities for transferring and 
disbursing the public funds as shall be required: by. him, ahd 
shall perform all the daties of pension agents. under, the: regn- 
Jations prescribed by the Secretary “of War, and: sbal render 
and perform all other duties and services in relation to the col- 
lecting, keeping, and disbursing of the public.funds, as shall be 
prescribed by law or by the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful 
for the Exchequer atthe seat of Government, and its several 
agencies, to receive on private deposite gold or silver coin, or 
bullion, the property of individuals, to be held, as in other 
cases of deposites made by individuals for convenience and se- 
curity, and to issue specie notes for the same in such form as 
the said board shall prescribe, which notes shall always be re- 
deemed on presentation at the agency where issued; but the 
armaunt so deposited shall never exceed in the whole fifteen 
m nsof dollars. io be distrivuted by the board among its 
several ageneies according to the extent of their business, te- 
spectively, and for issuing such specie notes no higher premi- 
um shall be demanded than shall he suficien: to indemnity 
against the hazard of loss, and remunerate for the safekeeping 
the deposite, and in noinstance to exceed the one-half of one 
percent. But specie notes issued by the board and its several 
agencies shall be redeemable only at the i lace where issued, 
untess the board shall see canse toor ter otherwise. had 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury is hereby authorized and directed to cause to beprer 
pared specie notes, of denominations not less than: five dollars 
nor exceeding one hundred dollars, which notes shajtbe signed 
by the Treasurer of the Unired States, and counterigned by 
the President of the Board of Exchequer, and made -payable to 
the order of the principal agent-at eacb. agency; and shall. be 
by him endorsed when issued at such agency. cand which notes 
shalt be redeemable, and shall beredeemedtin gold and silver, 


E t the ag where issued. And specie notes in- 
on demand. at the agency te A at the seni Of 


appointed by the President, with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, and wha shall be removed from office only with the 
like concurrence of the Senate, and for some ope or more ofthe | 
following canses, to wit feal inabilicy. incompecercy, or | 
neglect, or violadion of dit ich case, it shalt | 
be the daty ef the Pres 10 the Senate the i 
particular reasons of the f 
cess of the Senate, the President m ; 
causes, suspend any ofthe sail com j and appeimt a 
temporary subsiitate, and within the firs’ week of the ensuing 
session of the S j fore ihat hody the reasons 
ofsach suspeusion, a aie cunenr with him, the 

shail be removed, but ifitdo nat 


Liei 
commissioner so suspended re 
concar with hich, the said commissioner shall be restored. 
And on the first organization of the board, one of the three 


‘| Government shal be in like form, 3 
t 


tended to be issued by the Boardo) nanaii be payable tothe 
ler of t migsioners, and shall be endorsed by some ose 

orient a ies: and shall be redeemable and redeemed at 

said beard, on-demand, in gold and silver; and exact and per- 

| feci lists of allnotes sò signed’ shall be Kepi Ee Een 

f pi io issued ander au 1 r: 

! pa all specie ied, be reisened BY the board and itsagencies 
priced aie ‘ 

respectivelyes > g 

aat, 7. And bei farther enacted, That it shall be lawful 

nth , Eixchequet at the seat: of Government, and. its several 

ancies: onthe deposite of gold or silver coin or bullion ag a 

ment therefor, to draw bills of exchange made payable at 
aq Exchequer, of any agency where funds are provided on 


i 


aa 


of Which bills. arid acceptances shall in no case exceed thesum 
sb deposited. And such bilis of exchangeand-acceptances shall 
be'signed and countersigned in such manner as the said board 
shall prescribe. eee ; 

Sue. 8. And beit further enacted, That on each bill of ex- 
change or acceptance, the Exchequer or agency at which such 
bil: Jor acceptance iamade shall be entitled to receive a just and 
‘reasonable premium, not exceeding the fair. cost of remitting 

specie to the place of payment, and in no case to exceed tw 
per centum on the amount of such bill or acceptance.” ; 
~ Bro, 9. Andbeit further enacted, That it shall be lawful 
forthe said Board of Exchequer, and each of its agencies, un: 
der regulations to be prescribed by the Board, to receive. and 
take charge of, for collection, such drafts or bills-of exchange 
as may be deposited with.them for that purpose, drawn on any 
“place where an office of the Exchequer may be established; 
. but in no case shall any. advance or payment be made on ač- 
count of such draft or bul, until it shall have been actually col. 
lected, and advice received of such collection, whereupon the 
proceeds shall be paid over to. the person entitled to receive 
them, at the otfice where the said draft or bill was originally de- 
posited for transmission and collection, deducting therefrom 
such reasonable charges and commission as may have been 
agreed upon, which shall in no case exceed —— per centum on 
the amount collected, 

Sec. 10. And de it further enacted, That it shall be the duty 
ofthe said Board of Bxchequer. withm three months after ite 
first organization, to establish such by-laws and rules of pro- 
ceeding as it may. judge expedient and proper for the regula- 
tion of its concerns and the government of its agencies; and co- 
pies of allexisting by-laws and regulations shall be laid before 
Congress every year, at its annual session, 

Sec. H, And be itfurther enucted, That the Secretary of 
the ‘freasury is authorized from time to time, on the applica- 
tion ofthe Boardof Exchequer, to furnish for its own use, and 
that of its severa) agencies, a suitable amount of specie notes, 
to be usedin the transaction of 1ts business; but the amount of 
such notes iesued, either in payment to the public creditor, or 
on the deposites of individuals, shall never exceed the actual 
amount of specie on hand for their redemption. And all dues 
to the United States, or any officer or department thereof, au- 
thorized to receive public dues, may be paid in gold or silver 
coin, in specie notes issued under this act, or in the notes of 
banks which shall be immediately convertible into specie at 
the place where received. -7 : 

“suc 12, And be it further enacted, Thatthe Board of Ex- 
chequer at the seat of Government, and each of its agencies, 
shall settle weekly, or oftener, with all banks in theirneighbor- 
hood whose paper they may have received, and pay or collec 
as the sase may be, all balances between it and said banks; an 
no individual shall be allowed, at any time, tostand as debtor to 
the Exchequer or any ofits agencies inaccount. And it shall 
be the duty of the said Board of Exchequer, and each of its se- 
veral agencies,at all times so to limit its issues that its gold and 
silver on hand shall be equal, dollar for dollar, to the amount 
of such issues outstanding, 

Sac. 13. And be it further enacted, That the Board of Ex- 
chequer and ils several agencies shall keep separate and dis- 
tinct sets of books, forthe purpose of entering and recording, in 
one set, all transactions respecting thefcollection, keeping and 
disbursing of the public revenue, and transmitting the public 
money from place to place, for the service of the Government; 
and in another, all transactions and accounts arising from the 
operations. in exchange hereinbefore authorized, and other 
transactiongnot on Government account. And all, profits ac- 
cruing from such operations in exchange on individual ac- 
count, and from private deposites, shall be applied, in the first 
place, to pay all salaries and compensations, and to defray all 
expenses incurred under the authority of this act, and the resi- 
due thereof shal! be placed semi-annually to the credit of the 
Treasurer of the United States, 

Suc. 14. And belit further enacted, That the necessary 
rooms and vaults for the salekeeping of the public moneys, and 
for the transaction of the business of the Board of Exchequer 
and its agencies, shall be provided by the Treasury Depart 
mentat the city of Washington, and 1n the custom-houses, mint, 
branch mints, and other public buildings belonging to the 
United States, sə far as the same can be furnished without de- 
triment to the public service; and where the same. cannot be 
80 furnished, the said board may provide others, 

Sec. 15. And beit further enacted, That it shall be lawful 
for the said Board of Exchequer to appoint as agent for the hoard 
any specie-paying bank in any State, in cases where it may not 
‘be deemed expedient to establish an office or agency ofthe said 
board as hereinbefore provided; but such bank shall not be au- 
thorized in any event to receive deposites, or to accept or sell 
bills or drafts on account ef the Board of Exchequer. 

Suc. 16. And beit further enacted, That full and exact ac- 
counts of the proceedings of the board and its several agencies 


shall be furnished to the Secretary of the Treasury asoftenashe | 


may prescribe; and it shall be the duty of the said Secretary to 
lay abstracts of the same before Congress at the commencement 
of each jarmual session, and to furnish full and particular ac- 
counts and statements of the transactions of the board and its 
agencies when required by Congress; and the amount of specie 
notes foutstanding at the end of every quarter shall, so soon 
thereafter as the same may be ascertained, be published by the 
secretary ofthe Treasury. 

Sec. 17, And be it further enacted, That if any member of 
the Exchequer Board, or any officer or clerk employed in its 
business or any of its} agencies, shall convert to his own use, in 
any way, any money or security deposited with or belonging to 
the said board or any of its agencies, or belonging to the United 
States, or any other person or persons dealing or depositing with 
the said board or any agency, he shall be deemed guilty of 
felony, and on conviction thereof before any court of the United 
States of competent jurisdiction, shall be sentenced to impri- 
sonmen! for a term not less than — nor more than — years, 
and to a fine equal to twice the sum or value of the property 

mbezzled. 
4 Sego 18. And beit further enacted, That if any officer or 
member of the Board of Exchequer, or any of its agencies esta- 
blished under the provisions of this act, shall issue any specie 
note, or make, accept, or deliver any draft or bill of exchange, 
without having received the full value thereof in specie, and 
caused the receipt of the same to be duly entered in the books 
of the said agency, or shall be guilty of any other malpractice 
by which any responsibility of the said agency, or of the Board 
of Exchequer, or of the United States, shall be improperly crea- 
#ed-or increased, he shall be. deemed guilty of a felony, and on 


which'to draw, and also to accept bills ofexchange; the amount H 
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“convietion thereofin any court of the United States of compe- 


tent jurisdiction, shall be senteaced to imprisonment for aterm 


-not less than one year, nor more than seven years, and to a fine 


equal to the amount of thespecie note so issued, or of the bill or 
draft so made, accepted, or délivered, or tothe amount of the 
responsibility so created or increased.. - “+ i 

Sac. 19. And be it further enaeted, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall have power, at his discretion, by himself or by 
an_agent duly appointed by him, to examine the officers and 
clerks of the Exchequer and its agencies, on oath or affirmation, 
touching all matters relating to the Exchequer or its agencies, 
or either of them; which said oath the said Secretary, or sai 
ageat, is hereby authorized. to administer. And if any person 
so examined shall wilfully make any false statement, or wilfully 
refuse to disclose or declare the whole truth, such person shall 
be deemed guilty of wilful and corrupt perjury, and shall suffer 
the pains and penalties thereof, on conviction before any court 
competent to try the same. And the said Exchequer and agen- 
cies shall, at all times, be open to éxamination by any commit- 
tee appointed by Congress, or either House thereof. 

Suc. 20. And be it further enacied, That all acts and parts 
of acts inconsistent with. the provisions of this act be and the 
same are hereby repealed. 


IN SENATE, 
TuEspay, February 22, 1842. 
Mr. ARCHER, afterthe prayer of the Chaplain, which was 
appropriate to the day, moved that the reading of the journal 
be dispensed with, that the Senate might entertain'’a motion to 


- adjourn. Mr. A. said he was sure it must: have escaped the at- 


tention of the Senate that this was the anniversary of the birth- 
day of the Father of his Country; and he supposed they would 
apres with him in saying, that there were two days which 
should be observed by every American and patriot as days of 
high jubilee in our country: the one, the birthday of our inde- 
pendence; and the other, the birthday of that illustrious man, 
who, in the hands of Providence, was. the chief instrument in 
achieving it. In honor of the memory of that hallowed instru- 
ment, he moved that the Senate adjoure; which motion was 
unanimously agreed to, > 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
TUESDAY, February 22, 1842. 

Mr. KENNEDY presented a memorial from Baltimore, in 
explanation of which, he said that an experiment was about to 
be tried, to form a large volunteer camp in the neighborhood of 
Baltimore, and it was supposed that from 8,000 to 10,000 troops 
would be there assembled. They had applied to the Govern. 
ment to give them subsistence, but asthe Government had not 
the power to grant it, the petition was transmitted to this body 
forthe subsistence which was requisite; and he moved that it be 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 

Mr. PENDLETON suggested the Committee on the Militia ; 
which was agreed to. 3 

Mr. FESSENDEN reported a bill from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, to determine the rank of the Professors of Ma- 
thematics in the United States Navy; which was read twice, 
te referred to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 

nion, 

Mr. SALTONSTALL then rose and said that this was the 
birthday of Wasninoton, There were two anniversaries—the 
birthday of this nation, and the birthday of him to whom they 
were indebted more than to any other man for the security of 
their independence—which ought to be forever set apart and 
kept sacred; and that they might contemplate the character and 
the services of WASHINGTON, and commemorate his birth, he 
moved that this House do now adjourn. (Loud cries of 
“Agreed,’?) 

The House then adjourned, 


IN SENATE, 
WEDNESDAY, February 23, 1842, 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. presented a petition from citi- 
zens of New York, praying for the enactment of a protective 
tariff: referred to the Committee on Manufactures. 

Also, laid before the Senatea communication from the Trea» 
gury Department, enclosing astatement of the First Comptroller 
of the Treasury, showing the official emoluments and expendi- 
tures of the officers of the custoins for the year 1841. On motion 
of Mr. EVANS, ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana presented a petition from New. Alba- 
ny, Indiana, and a petition from Cincinnati, Ohio, relative to 
the improvement of the navigation of the Ohio river to New 
Albany. The petitions pray that a cana! may be constructed 
around the falls of the Ohio tiver, onthe Indiana side, to facili- 
tate the communication on that side: referred to the Committee. 
on Roads and Canala. . 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a memorial signed by business men 
of New York city, relative to the readjustment of the tariff, 
pointing out defects in the former laws on that subject, and sug- 
gesting their views as to what would be the proper legislation 
in regardtoit: referred to the Committee on Manufactures, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented the petition of Elisha Burnett, a 
soldier of the last war, praying an allowance of bounty land: 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. BENTON presented a petition signed by two thousand 
citizens of St. Louis, Missouri, praying that an annual appro- 
priation may be made for the improvement of the navigation 
of the great rivers of the West. The petitionersstate as an ar- 
gument in favor of the appropriation, the extraordinary fact, 
that seven or eight hundred thousand dollars worth of pro- 
perty is lost on those rivers annually, and that two-thirds of 
it falls on the people of St. Louis, Missouri: referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. o 
` Mr. EVANS presented a memorial from citizens of Wiscon- 
sin ‘lerritory, remonstrating against the repeal of the Bankru pt 
law: referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

WAR STEAMER. 
Mr. MANGUM, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, re- 


ported a bill authorizing the construction of a war steamer for - 


harbor defence. 3 

The bill was then read, It authorizes the Secretary of the 
Navy to enter into a contract with R. L. Stevens for the con- 
straction of the vessel, which is to be shot and shel} proof, and 
built principally of iron; the whole cast, including the hvll, 
boilers, engines, armament, etc. and in all respects com pleted 
for service, not to exceed the average cost of the war steamer 
Missouri or the Mississippi aad $250,000 is appropriated to 
carry the law into effect, - 


> The bill.was then read a second time, and ordered to be et e, 


- grossed fora third reading; and it was at a subsequent patt f j 


the day read a third time and passed. 2 y 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee of Finanee to which had 
been referred the petition of William Redmond, praying that 
the duties on certain merchandise imported by him, may be 
refunded, moved that the committee be discharged from its far- 
ther consideration, and the petitioner have leave to withdraw: 


his petition. Agreed to. ” 


Mr. BATES, from the Committee on Pensions, made an ag- 
verse report on the petition of Hannah Heston for a pensión; 
ordered to lie on the table and be printed. ` ` ve 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported back without: amendment, House: bill for the 
relief-of John P. Campbell.of the State of Missouri; and with 
a recommendation that it do pass. A 

On motion of Mr. PORTER, it was ordered thatthe petition 
for the ‘removal of'the land office at Peoria, Ilinois; be taken’ 
from the files of the Senate, and referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands; and that the petition of citizens of Michigan for 
the establishment of certain post routes be taken from the 
files and referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. ‘ £ 

Mr. PORTER, from the Committee on Post Office and Pozt 
Roads, reported back with certain amendments, the bill to.con- 
firm to the State of Indiana, the lands selected by her in Hien of 
the lands covered by reservations in the treaties of 1837 and 
1839 with the Miami Indians. os 

Mr, WOODBURY, from the Committee on Finance, to 
which the message of the President of the 18th iust. in relation 
to the adoption of a uniform rule for the payment of salaries of" 
ministers abroad was referred, reported a bill to regulate the 
value to be aflixed ($4 84) tothe pound sterling at the Trea- 
sury Department, Which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr, ALLEN submitted the following resolution; which lies 
over under ihe rule: A 

Resolved, hat the 40th rule, for conducting the business in 
the Senate, and which requires the Senate to close its doors 
when transacting Executive business, be rescinded, exceptas to 
the action of the Senate on treaties, 

Mr. A. remarked that the resolution was similar to that which 
he offered at the extra session; and that when it was called up 
for consideration, he thought he could submit such reasons ag 
would satisfy the Senate as to the propriety of its adoption, 
amoug which reasons would be one. to show that the Senate, by 
closing its doors, annulled its power, under the Constitution, of 
advising with the President of the tnited States, 3 

The engrossed bill authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury 
to audit and settle the accounts between the United States and 
David Gelston, formerly collector of the port of New York, was 
read a third time and passed. : 

ë BURNING OF THE CAROLINE. 

he regolution submitted by Mr. ALLEN on Friday Jast, wae 
taken upzand read, as follows: tee = 

esolded, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested fo inform the Senate, if, in his opinion, it may be done 
withoyt detriment to the public interest, what proceedings, if 
any, hayvg taken place between this and the British Government 
relativeio the matter of the Caroline, and the arrest and de- 
mand offMicLeod, since the date of his last communication on 
this subject, and to lay before the Senate a copy of the corre- 
spondence which may, subsequently to ihat date, have passed 
between these Governments relative to thé same matters, 

Mr. RIVES doubted the propriety of the passage of the reso- 
lution at this time, when the negotiation was now pending, 
The President of the United States, he said, in his last message 
upon the subject, had informedthe Senate of the delicate and 
important nature of the question involved, and that négotia- 
tion upon the subject was in progress, and was not then termi- 
nated; and held out the expectation that when it was completed 
further communication would be made. It it was a question 
of so much delicacy at the time of that message, at the com- 
mencement of the session, it was still more so now, when the 
negotiation must have arrived almost at its crisis. He algo re. 
marked that a special mission had been appointed by England 
to adjust all the matters in dispute, and it would therefore be 
doubly inopportune to do any act which would in the slightest 
degree tend to embarrass the negotiation. He thought it highly 
improper to make the call at thai time; and moved to lay the 
resolution on the table; but withdrew the motion at the sug: 
gestion of . i 

Mr. ALLEN, who said that one material fact seemed to have 
been entirely overlooked by the Senator from Virginia, and it was 
this: the resolution is made conditional, ahd requests the Presi- 
dent to make this communication to the Senate only in case, in 
his judgment, it may be done without prejudice to the public in- 
terests. This reservation was one which was invariably made 
in cases where information of this kind was asked for, for the 
reason that the President may have a knowledge of facts which 
would make it imprudent to give publicity to matters which 
form the subject of negotiation with foreign Governments. This 
fact, therefore, it seemed to him, would be a sufficient answer to 
the objections made by the Senator from Virginia. But he (Mr. 
ALLEN) did not believe that the publication of those negotiations 
which had taken place between the Executive Department of 
this Government and the British Government upon this subject 
could by any possibility inflict an injury upon the interests of . 
this Government. They had had the facts already communi. 
cated, the chief purport of those facts being the invasion of our 
territory, the burning of our property, and the murder of our 
people by subjectsof the British Government, The country had 
seen the bicod of her citizens shed and other outrages committed; 
and, although four years had passed away since the perpetra- 
tion of those acts, they do not yet know whether even the sha- 
dow of an apology has been made for them. They had seen the 
culprit, or supposed culprit, demanded before his innocence 
could be attested by a legal investigation; and they had seén in 
answer to that dernand, a concession made, which he believed 
was not justifiable either in reference te the facts of the case, or 
of international law, applicable to these facts—that it would be 
the duty of this Government to surrender the accused, if the re- 
sponsibility of the acts were assumed by Great Britain. The 
whole matter, from beginning to end, had been, in his opi- 
nion, treated with the most perfect indifference to the 
interest as well as the honor of this Government, and in such 
a manner as he believed the people would not much longer to- 
jJerate. Heasked for the information, because he wished to as- 
certain the state of the negotiation at this time; to see what the 
British Government had proposed to do in reference to these 
aggressions, now that the culprit, orrather the accused,. had 


~ tion as did ‘the preceding. a 
i himself been during the four years that the previous Administra- 


- with the patriotism which he now displayed. There was no 


CONGRESSIONAL SLOBE. 


“the British Government had -by aa official communication as- 
sumed the responsihility of these acts, that she prociaimed her- 
self theinvader of our territory, and the murderer of our peo- 
pe and he was desirous of knowing in what spiritthis avowal 
had been received on the part of this Government. : However, 
if there, may be any thing which may render itimproper, in the 
judgment of the President, that this information shouid be 
communicated, he, acting omhis high responsibility, is perfect- 
sly atliberty to withhold ii; but unti! he declared it Improper, it 
would be fair to presume that it-was not so. The resolution 
woulddo no more than’ put the question to him. He would 
here remark that heintended, on some iuture occasion, during 
othis session, to expess his opinions at large, nut only upon 
this subject, but upon others growing out of the relations be- 
tween this Government and that of Great Britain, and he would 
then undertake to demonstiate ‘hat the spirit of this Govern- 
yment-had been too much inclined towards the extension of its 
‚power, and too careless of the interests of the people. Its tone 
~ must be changed, for it would be found that the more conces- 
sions that were made by this Government, the more would be 
demanded by Great Britain; the more they retreated, the more 
would she advance. Inour weakness, she wil! become sirong. 

Mr. LINN said before the question for laying the resolution 
‘upon the table was taken, he would suggest to the Senator from 
Ohio the propriety of suspending its consideration for a short 
time, and altering it so as to embrace other matters, and, in par- 
sticular, an inquiry as to the negotiations growing cut of the 
Brockville case. The facts of the case were these: An Ameri- 
‘can schooner left the port of Oswego, having on board a piece 
of artillery which was lo be conveyed to Ogdensburg. The 
vesse] touched at Brockville, and an officer of the cusioms.at 
that place went on board the vessel and seized the cannon and 
detained it, and refused to restore it to its proper owners.. If 
the Senator from Ohio would extend his resolution so as to 
embrace this subject, he (Mr. Linn) would- venture to predict 
that the correspondence, when furnished. to them, would be 

found to be of the mox extraordinary character. ; It would be 
found by that correspondence thatthe British Government had 
-threatened to come into our territory, and enforee neutrality, 
àf we did not do it ourselves. He (My. Linn) did not think that 
the publication of the “correspondence in both these cases 
could'be atall injurious to the interests of the Government, 
and he would cheerfully support the resolution, when the ques- 
tion should come up for its adoption, 

Mr. ALLEN observed that his resolution was asking the 
communication of the correspowdence relating to a particular 
matter; and incorporating with it other subjects, in relation to 
owhich they had heard nothing officially, would tend te produce 
confusion. We would cheerfully vote for a resolution calling 

“-for'information upon that subject; but he desired that the vote 
might be taken upon bis resolution as it now stood. 

r. RIVES said it appeared to him it would be virtually 
taking the dopartment of foreign affairs into their own hands, 
‘What was it the honorable Senator desired? Not the fact con- 
-nected with the case. These he wasalready in possession of.. 
-But he wantsto know in what manner the negotiation had been 
-carried on: between the two Governments. In what respect 
“was the Constitution so impaired that it became necessary for 
the Senate of the United States to take out of the hands of the 
Executive the contro! of foreign negotiations? It was said that 


“the public interest was not likely to sustain any detriment by 
“ -fhe publication of these negotiations; but independently of the 


want of courtesy and indelicacy towards the Executive, there 
wore abundant reasons why an inquiry of this kind should not 
be made at this moment. Ihe very nature of the remarks 
«made by the Senator, [Mr. ALLEN, ]shows that nothing but mis- 
chief could arise from it. The Senator talked of suspension 
‘and procrastination, and-want.of energy on the part of the Go- 
“vernment. He (Mr. Rives) believed the preserit Administra- 
tion had characterised these acts in terms of as great reproba- 
Where had. the honorable Senator 


tion had been sleeping over the matter?. Not, surely, burning 


disposition during all that time to inquire of ihe Executive re- 
garding the progress of the negotiation. Every gentleman must 
_see that, at a moment like this, the true course would be to ma- 
nifest a little trust in the Executive, and not press forward a 
motion of this kind, upon a subject involving the question of 
peace or war, And he hoped the nonorable Senator would view 
-itin this light 


replied. He said he said complained- of the 
acts of no administration. We thougbt he had furnished a sa” 
tigfactory reason why he desired that this resolution should be 
passed; and he wished the honorable Senator from Virginia, 
also to remember that under our Administration, the British 
Government never took upon themselves the responsibility of 
the act, but immediately npon the overthrow of the Demo- 
cratic Administration, or at least upon the announcement of 
that fact, the British Government changed its tone. And the 
whole matter from that time assumed a characier which it had 
not previously borne. ; 
Mr. CALHOUN remarked that if it was thought by these 
who were presumed to represent the views of the Execative on 
- that floor, that the step proposed to be taken might affect the 
- interests of the country, or embarrass the pending negotiations, 
he should not feel himself justified in voting for the resolution, 
He thought the Senate ought not to assume any responsibility, 
but leaveit with those who were conducting the negotiation, 
Ho sincerely hoped such negotiation would prove successful 
and honorable to the country. In view of the remarks of the 
chairman ol Foreign Relations, he was unwilling to assume 
any responsibility, and was compe ied to vote to lay the resolu- 
tion on the table. 
Mr. ALLEN demanded the yeas and nays on the motion to 
lay the resolution on the table; which were ordered, and the . 
question being put, was decided in the affirmative, by yeas 24, 
nays 13. , 2 de ; 2 
On motion of Mr. BENTON, his resolution instructing the 
Committee on the Judiciary to report certain amendmeni& to 
the bankrupt law, was made the order ofthe day for Frid 
MR. CLAYS AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUSION. 


The orders of theday broughtup Mr. Cray’s re lutions 
WOADRURY being/ ete 
p 


toamend the Constitution—Mr. 

to the floor. N 
The following is a mere outline of uh 

by Mr. Woopsory, whose remarks 

full hereafier. A 
Mr. WOODBURY commenced by stating thagthe arguments 

advanced in support of one of these resolutions, that relating to 

nee 


naintained 
plished in 


‘ounds 
1 be 


been acquitted from tha charge. It would be rentembéered tha t 


the veto power, struck him wh surpfise. The very first 
cause set out in the Dectaration §f Independence was, that the 
King had refused nis assent to lays degmed wholesome and ne- 
cessary; but the complaint was agaigst a King acting asa 1y- 
rant, independent of the people against their interests; and 
hadno reference to an Executi 
selves, -As.ousrs was a revolution in hostility to a monarchical 


power arrayed against the ‘people, it would-be very, natural, | 


at the adoption of the Constitution, that a strongprejudice should 
exist, not only against the veto power, but against the whole 
Executive power. In the Constitutions of the States, great 
anxiety was evinced to limit those powers; but after eight years 
notwithstanding all the sufferings o! the country,our fathers had 
the sagacity and wisdom to incorporate into the Constitution a 
prudent veto power, for the peeple themselves and not others, 
and against their delegates and not themseives. ` Some. were in 
-favor of making it an absolute power; butthe mode now exist- 
ing, wag finally adopted. AN the States then acquiesced and 
approved, and after fifiy years’ experience, it is a maiter nota 
lite. remarkable that there has been no proposition by any 
convention of the peopleor by any State Legislature to abo- 
lish or restrict the veto power. The meiting af Whig mem- 
bers of Congress, convened last September, immediately after 
the extra session, was not included in his remarks, for that was 
no legislative power; nor was it a convention of the people, but 
a parual through highly respectable legislative caucus. | 

Even they, smarting under disappointment, did not go. the 
length of destroying it, for they adtuitted, and it has.ever since 
been admitted, that the exercise of the power is occasionally 
wholesome and necessary.. The most that was intended to he 
required by the manifesto party before last June, was, that a 
voluntary abstinence of the power should be observed by the 
Executive, except to prevent hasty and unconstitutional legis- 
lation. When has the veto. power ever been used, excepi to 
avert hasty and unconstitutional legislation? But an authority 
much relied.on by the other side, is that of General Harrison; 
and what did he say? -Was he not in favor of retaining the 
veto power for the same salutary purposes? In his inaugurat 
address he says itis a powtr highly expedient, and, if used in 
the spirit of the Constitution, it may be productive of. much 
good, and be a safeguard ofthe Union. [le said it should be 
used, first to protect the Constitution from violation, and next 
to prevent hasty legislation, when the principles of the Consti- 
tution have been disregarded or misunderstood, 

After this declaration, no later than Jast March, and the ad 
misssions of the Whig Convention last September, it seems 
strange that a proposition should now. be brought forward and 
started in this body to render the power moperative, if not to 
abolishit. If the political party which was as zealous at the 
time of granting the power as the party which now support it, 
have changed iheir opinions, where is the evidence of that 
change? It was a principle advocated by the champion of 
strong Governments, Hamilton: and are not the gentiemen now 
on the other side in favor ofa strong Government? . Iave they 
not, for the half ceatury during which this Government has 
been in existence, acted so uniformly in favor of a strong Go- 
vernment, as to warrant the assertion that, if they held to their 
own principles, they would not only support, to its utmost 
extent, the present veto power, but, if possible, render it abso- 
lute? All their leading statemen and writers, then and since, arc 
strong authorities in its favor. Butifthe power was right at 
the time of its adoption in the Constitution, it is argued or as- 
sumed that it is no longer so, because the executive power has 
beon gradually increasing since, until now there is danger ofits 
absorbing too much power. Now he (Mr. Woopeury) held 
that it was not only right then, but that nothing had since oc- 
curred to render it wrong. True, it has been called the one- 
man power; butthe arguments In support of this assumption 
are drawn from the examples of its exercise in monarchies, the 
circumstances of which are wholly dissimilar to those of this 
country. The veto power in those cases was always exercised 


for the preservation cf monarchical. prerogatives; here it can . 


only be exercised for the preservation of the sovereignty exist- 
ing in the people themselves. ae , 

The great beanty and perfection of our institutions lie in the 
checks provided by the Constitution for controlling the legisla- 
tive action of the Government. Upou what just or rational 
puinciple can one branch of the Government come forward and 
demand a removal of the check which was provided with cen- 
summate wisdom to preserve the harmonious action of the 
whole machinery of Government?’ The people have entrusted 
the check of the veto power to.the Executive; and what right 
has the legislative body to complain? The people are not 
a:raid of one branch more than another; but they insist that all 
shall be checks on each other, for the security of the commu- 
nity at large; and all they demand is, that the action of the Go- 
vernment throughou: its various branches, shali be in the forma 
they prescribe to their agents, and, w hen practicable, be harmo- 
nious, and for the purpose of best serving the interests of the 
people, from whom all power emanaies, : , 

Tt issaid this is a one-man power i» jegislation; but surely it 
isa power that cannot aione make a law, nor repeal a law, 
What, after all, does the power actually amount to? It is 
merely the same as if a law was in existence that no act of great 
importance or doubtful in its policy should pass but by a ma- 
jority of two-thirds in Congress? And is not this majority of 
two-thirds required in the most solemn and important exercise 
of governmenial powers, such as in treatiesand impeachments? 
In the constitutions of most of the States, there are clauses at 
this moment requiring certain laws to be authorized by the votes 
of two-thirds of tbeir respective Legislatures. It was. deter- 
mined by the people that the powere the veto, when exercised, 
should be equal to a v te of two thirds of the legislative body. 
If they thovght a majority of their agents were in all cases suf- 
ficient, they would not have required two ihirds of the legisla- 


“tive body to assent to a proposition for such amendment of the 


Constitution as would abridge any power contained in the in 
strument itself? Wet there must be two-thirds to pass this very 
amendment. 

Mr. Woopzery proceeded at some length to show the sense 
of the people with regard to the rights of majo ites, and proved 
that those rights have been always considesed subject to great 
modifications m respect to their agents, but not in and among 
the people themselves—in some instant so far as to re- 
quire unanimous votes in agents, as in ance of juries: 
so threeto one, and two io one of jadges, were wanted in the 
common law tribunals, &e. Ifthe reasons urged against the 
veto power on account of its assumed improper control of the 
will of the majority of delegates were good in regard tothe Ex- 
ecutive power given by the Constitution, it would, on the same 
principles, be good against every other power which controls 


power-of the people them- - 


ment. : 
Mr. W. then reviewed the 


tive, compared with the Executive of this. country, representi 
the people and the States, chosen every four years by them, and’ 
impeacheable.” Another great difference was, that ‘all ‘the laws 
of England emanated originally from the crown; here they- 
emanate from the legislative branches of the Government: 
From the very nature of out Executive, ‘itis; on: this. subject, 
tied up soas tobe merely an aasenting or dissenting branch, 
controlled by the whole body of.the Legislature and. the Con- 
stitution, The Executive cannol-employ a single sword in the. 
army, or drawa single ‘cent from the public Treasury, without ` 
the authority of law; and the only power he possesses with rë» 
gard to those laws which would authorize any interference 
with the purse or the sword, is the power of consenting or re- 
fusing his-assent to Jaws. Even if acts be persisted in by 
the legislative’ branches, to which he has refused his assent, they ` 
may become laws in spite of his dissent,{which shows that he 
has no real legislative power. To argue, then, that he can ab- 
sorb the power of legislation by the exercise of the veto power, 
isabsurd. As little can he contro! the people, He acis forthe 
people,and by their direction." Mr: W adduced many/argy- 
ments to show that simple majorities, and no other, are proper 
with the people themselves, ‘else’ there would be. no coal 
andindependence > - late ENE 
- But larger majorities and many checks, requiring the concur- 
rence of different bodies, are necessary restraints on, their re- 
ptesentatives, in order to secure the- people’ and the Srates 
against their errors, ‘The veto controls the delegates of the peo- 
ple, unless two-thirds agree, but never controls the people them- 
selves. r : > 

Mr. W. went into various other points and arguments to 
show there was in this no improper or unusual mixture of Ex. 
ecutive and legislative powers. ‘These arguments will be given 
in the full report of his speech. 3 

He next contended that Executive power, in its nature, was 
in the Constitution more iestricted ‘than the Legislative—more 
under check and contro}; and that all writers ‘and all history 
show that in free Governments legislative power increased 
faster than Executive. The reverse was true only in monar. ` 
chies, aud there Mr. Dunning‘s maxim originated. He then 
went into the fact, as to which branch, the Legislative or Ex: 
ecutive, had most increased here,and showed that the Legis: 
lative had actually driven tbe Executive from this chamber, 
But did not the Senator see that instead of an increase of Ex- 
ecntive powcr, it was a diminution, and an increase of Legis- 
lative power, to get rid of his personal influence and personal 
solicitation?. Many other changes had been made since the be~ 
ginning of this Government, and among these, not the least im- 
portant was, in legislation, the throwing open of these doors to 
the people after three or four years, that they, by their pre- 
sence, might superintend the action of their representa- 
tives. . PE 
The act of 1789 in relation to the revenue, gave control to the 
Executive in keeping safely the public tuuds; but ‘not, as has 
been contended, conferring the power of the purse and the 
sword, because that power belongsto the power of making ap- 


propriations, and raising armies and navies. -But every change 
since, from the system of 1789, originated in the growth of te- 
gislative power, Which is increased by the loaning out, to mem- 
Ders and friends, of the public money through the instrumen- 
tality of banking institutions,- Here was an instance of legis» 
lative increase, which: quietly and unhesitatingiy gave the 
power once, but had since denounced the use of it, and nailed a 
sentence of condemnation ‘on your table ‘against a Jate- Presi- 
dent, for merely taking steps to keep safely the public money. 
The next isin relation to a Bank or the United States, resting 
on the same basis, and there could not be a better illustration 
than in the two Bank bills of the last session. It was proposed 
in those bills to locate the institution here at the seat of Govern- 
ment. Why notin Philadelphia, or New York, where com- 
merce and bank business demanded their location? What but 
Jegistative influence—to get the benefit of great interests to 
strengthen the legislative branches here? What is the effect 
of increased tariffs but to increase the legislative power and in- 
fluence over the industry ofthe country? What is the result 
of great systems of internal improvements, but to increase le- 
gislativeintluence? What is the canse of the extensive system 
of light houses; of the encouragement to private claims on the 
Government; of the enlargement of the whole pension system; 
but an increase of legislative power? Is not all this a proof of 
the fact, that. the increase of power bas been ali in Cungress, 
and against Executive power, which has been stripped of in- 
fiuence by every one of these measures. and compelled to exer- 
cise itfor legislative aggrandisement? Who selects the agents 
and officers for hese expenditures, and for transacting the. af- 
fairs of Governinent?. Nominally, the Executive; but actually 
itis through the recommendations and soijcitations of members: 
of Congress that the most, or all, are nominated—even cadets, 
midshipmen, custom-house officers, officers of the. army and- 
navy. many of whom are appointed under the infiúsnce of 
members of Congress, either ior the benefit ofthemselvés, their 
relations, or friends, or influential constituents+-thes pushing 
on the Executive by the legislative power; and yetihe Execu- 
tive is accused of trampling down every restraint and usurping 
all the powers of the Government. Numerous ‘other illustra- 
tions were given, which willappearin the full-report of Mr. 
W.'s speech. i 2 å 
The progress of these things isentirely mistaken. » The Exe- 
cutive is a mere pageant; tre efficient power 18 in Congress, 
Has not the Executive power not been brought here and nailed 
to the counter, and its protest refused or thrown under the table, 
ar the very moment thatits incumbent was most popular among 
the people? ‘Thus ail the great stridés of power have been in 
and cn the Executive by. Congress, ifstead of by the Executive 
on the legislative branch of the Government. An avempt:is 
made to. break down the veto power, on the pretext that it has 
been exercised dangerously. In what instance? Hasa single 
instance been adduced of the improper use of the power? He 
appealed to State Rights men and Democrats of 1798. Wasit 
- repudiated by the pepole in the instance of General Jackson’g 


veto of the Bank of the ‘United States? Tn the. case of the 
Maysville road? Inthe case of the two bank charters ‘of the 


-Jast extra session? Not‘an instance has been adduced in which 


th people have condemned the use.of the veto. power. But if 
the Executive had becomeso powerful by. the veto, where was 
the fact that, according to the Senator from Virginia, the pre- 
sent President could not command a:single vote here, or among 


- the people, and only half a dozen jn the other. House? “Where 


the factthat General Jackson, with all his formidable fame, 
d“not carry an election in: his-own district? - Millions of 
‘hearts. venerate and love him,-and millions of bayonets would 
Gefend him from: wrong; but to influence one. vote improperly, 
could not ifhe. would, and would not if he could. ` 
France, the experience of forty years has resulted in the 
“veto power being made absolute’ in the king. What brought 
üis. XVI to the blockt- Was it. not the legislative power.? 


“What, brought Charles I to the block? . The legislative power. 
_ He could not bring the legislative power to the block, 


The Senator from Keutucky, by referring to the history of 


the veto power in France, does not mean that such results as | 


. followed: there could follow here; but does he not see that it 
‘was the usurpation’ of the legislative power over the veto 
_power—first modifying it and then abolishing it—which drag- 
ged the Executive to the guillotine, ánd covered the beauty, ta- 
Jent ang religion of France with blood and desolation? 


“Patrick Henry, instead of complaining of this Government 


being too much checked, was of opinion it was not checked 
enough—so Mr. Jefferson—in proof of which Mr. W. read 
pastages from their recorded opinions. 

"Phe facts are ail against the propriéty of interfering with the 
veto power. 

` He trasted that no attempt to meddlé with that sacred instru- 
ment, the Constitution of the United States, would be sanc- 
tioned by any vote ofthe Senate. It was our political Bible. 
_ Mr. CALHOUN next obtained the floor, and intimated his 
‘intention to speak: on the subject, but the hour being late, 

~The: Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE. OF. REPRESENTATIVES. 
WEDNESDAY; February 23, 1842.. > 


"Mr: JOHN YOUNG, from the Committee on the Public 
_ Lands,.reported a bill for the relief of the legal representatives 


of Josiah Blakely, deceased, accompanied bya report; the bill 
‘was read the first and sécond times, and ordered to be engrossed 
‘and tead athird time to-day; and having been engrossed, it 
wag read the third time and-passed. 

Mr. COOPER of Pennsylvania, on leave, introduced the fol- 
lowing joint resolution: s 

Resolved, With the concurrence of the Senate, that the con- 
current resolution of the 2lst February, inst. authorizing the 
removal of -the law library from.its present gituation to the 
room occupied as the stationery room of the Senate, and in the 
a story ofthe Capito), be, and the same is hereby re- 
scinded, 

. Mr. TILLINGHAST, after some remarks, moved that it lie 
on the table; which was decided _ in the negative. 
After some further remarks from Messrs. COOPER and 
HOLMES—. 
“fhe question was put under the operation of the previous 
.. question, and the resolution was passed. 

Mr. BARNARD, from the Committee on the Judiciary, re- 
ported the following bills, viz : 

‘A bill for the relief of Henry J. Defrees and Stephen Janney. 

A Dill for the relief of David Allspash; and y 

A bill for the relief of John Johnson; accompanied by a report 

- jn each case; which bills were severally read the first and se- 
cond time, and referred to the Committee of the whole House. 

Mr. BOYD, on leave, presénted the following resolution, 
which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Conmittee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of changing 
the post route from Hopkinsville, in Kentucky, to Dover, in the 
State of Tennessee; so as to cause the same to pass by the way 
of Lindsey’s Mills, in Trigg county, cape tont 

The following resolution, heretofore offered by Mr. FIUBARD, 
was taken up by general consent, and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
transmit to this House all the information he can obtain, show- 
ing the progress ın the cultivation, manufacture, and consump- 
tion of tobacco in the United States and in other countries; also 
showing the comparative quantity and value of exports and im- 
ports of tobacco, and manufactured tobacco, in the United States 
and other countries, as well as the rate and amount of duties 
collected on the same both here and elsewhere; also distinguish- 
ing between foreign and domestic, and between cigars and twist 
tobacco manufactured in the United States, and the quantity and 
value of the tobacco grown ineach of the tobacco glowing 
States of this Union. 


Mr. EVERETT, on leave, submitted the following resolution,, 


which was considered and agreed to: > . 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instruct- 
ed to inquire irto the expediency of publishing astereoty pe edi- 
tion of the laws of the United S.ates. 

Mr. FILLMORE submited the following resolution, which 
was adopted: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be request- 
ed to inform this House, if not incompatible with the public in- 
terest, ifany compiaint has been made by any foreign Govern- 
ments, their ministers, or agents, and if any, what, of the opera- 
tion of the revenue act of the 11th September, 1841, as infrmg- 
ing treaty stipulations of the United States with such foreign 
Governments, and that he communicate to this House any cor- 

yespondence in regard to the same. 

Mr. BURNELL, on leave, submitted the following resolution, 
which was adopted: 

Resolved, That. the Secretary of the Navy be directed to re- 
port to this House a statement of the vessels built by the United 

tates since the year 1826, and whenand where they were built; 

` the general character of said vessels, especially as to their mo- 
dels; the sources from whence those models were received; 
whether or not said vessels were built upon the models origi- 
nally furnished; if not so built, by whose suggestion and by 
what authority said models were altered; what was the cost of 
each of said vessels; what has been the cost per ton of building 
at each navy yard where said vessels were built; if there are any 
differences of éxpense in building at different navy yards; to 
‘what canse are these differences to be attributed; what vessels 


. have been repaired by the United States during the aforesaid 
> period; when were they repaired, and where; what was the 


“original cost of each of: said vessels; what was the cost of re- 
pairing each of them; what vessels have been sold, and where- 


fore; ‘and what is the difference between the cost per 
ton.ofa ship of war of Great Britain, equipped for service, and 
one of the United States; ifthe cost ofa ship of Great Britain is 
less’ ‘than one ofthe United States, what is the- reason of such 
difference. > - ee een, ee 

Mr. PARMENTER presented the petition. of certain nranu- 
facturers-of window glass in“ the State ef _New Hampshire, 
praying protection from foreign labor by fixing. a specific 


_duty‘on window glass; referred to the “Committee on Manu- | 


factures, ` i B ` 
. Also, the petition of Peter McIntosh, of Boston, a soldier of the 
Revolution, praying fora pension: referred to. the Committee 
on Revolutionary Pensions. a wot 
Mr. LINN presented the petition of Eve Vanderburgh, New 
York, widow of Bartholemew Vanderburgh, an officer of the 
“Revolution, praying for apension: referred to the same com- 
mittee, ` ` E A : AIN 

“Mr. STUART of Virginia presented. the- petition of certain 
citizens of Augusta County, Virginia, praying that pensions 
may be granted to the surviving officers and soldiers of the Re- 
yolutionary army. 

Mr. PARMENTER presented two petitions for certain inha- 
bitants of Andover, inthe State of Massachusetts, praying an 
alteration of the law allowing spirit rations in the navy, which 
petitions were referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. HOPKINS presented the petition of certain citizens of 
Russel county, inthe State of Virginia, praying a removal of 
the Federal District Court from the Western part of Virginia, 
Troim Wythville to Abingdon: referred to the Committee on the 

udiciary. ` 

Mr. KENNEDY of Maryland presented a memorial from a 
number of importing and other merchantsof the city of New 
York, praying an allowance ofdrawback on goods exported to 
Canada and other Northern colonies of Great Britain contignous 
to the United States. 

Mr. BURNELL presented the petition of certain citizens of 
Martha’s Vineyard, in the State of Massachusetts, praying an 
appropriation fot the removal of Ohbstructionsin the harbor of 

ood’sIIole. “Also, the petition of Timothy Bourne, of Fal: 

~ mouth, Massachusetts, praying that authority may be granted 
to the Secretary of the Treasury to issue a register for the brig 
Lerwick, which brig was “built in the British American pro- 
vinces, and stranded while sailing under British papers between 
Turk’s Island and Halifax, and has since been repaired, and 
now lies in the harbor of Falmouth: referred to the same com: 
mittee. 

Mr. LINN presented the memorials of certain citizens of the 
county of Saratoga, N. Y. remonstrating against the passage of 
any law prohibiting the transportation of the mail on Sunday; 
which were referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a resolution of the 


Territory of lowa, requesting the Delegate from said Territory 
to use his exertions in procuring a change in the existing sys- 
tem of licensing traders to deal with the Indians; which resolu- 
tion was referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. PENDLETON presented a memorial of certain citizens 
of the city of Cincinnati, praying such an adjustment of the 
tariff that the arts, agriculture, and commerce, may be alike de- 
fended against the hostile policy of foreign nations; which me- 
morial wasreferred tothe Committee on Manufactures. 

On motion by Mr. FILLMORE, 

Ordered, That the Committee of Ways and Means be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the memorial of Da- 
vid Wilkins, relative to the currency, ami thatit be referred to 
the Select Committee appointed to consider that subject. 

On motion by Mr. FILLMORE, 

Ordered, That the Committee on Ways and Means „be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the petitions of Ben- 
jamin Bissell andof Joseph Harris, and that the same be re- 
ferred, the first to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
state ofthe Union, and the other to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

On motion by Mr. TALTAFERRO, 

Ordered, That the Commitee on Revolutionary Claims be 
discharged from the consideration of the petition of Charles 
Wellacember, and that it be referred to the Committee on Re- 
volutionary Pensions. 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, 

Ordered, That the Committee of Ways and Means be dis- 
charged from the consideration of the petition of Blair and 
Rives, relative to their accounts for printing, and that it be re- 
ferred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. BURNELL, on leave, submitted the following resolution, 
which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be, and he is hereby 
directed toinform this House whether any and what legislative 
measures are necessary to be adopted, in order to enable the 
Post Office Department to make such arrangements as to the re- 
ceipts and transmissions of foreign letters as may be required 
to insure the prompt forwarding ofsuch letters through foreign 
post offices. 

The House resumed the consideration of the report of the 5th 
January, ult’ by Mr. Summers, from the Select Committee ap- 
pointed on the 17th June, 1841, in relation to the number, desig- 
nation, and dutiesof the officers and attendants upou the House 
of Representatives, and to the contingent expenses of the 
House. . 

The first resolution reporied by the committee is as fol- 
l 


ows: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be, and he is hereby, 
authorized to continue in his office the services of the three as- 
sistant clerks authorized by resolutions adopted by the House 
onthe 6th day of March, 1826, and the 11th day of October, 
1837, in ‘addition to the six assistant clerks now authorized by 
law, at the annual salary now received by them, respectively; 
and that he employ no greater number of assistant clerks at any 
time in his office, unless permitted so to do by an order or reso- 
lution of the House. 

Which said resolution Mr. Gorpon had moved to amend 
by substituting therefor the following modified su‘ stivute [pro- 
position. 

“and, inaddition thereto, that he be authorized to continue 
the two assistant clerks now employed in his office, and who 
have been employed therein since 1838,” 

Andthe question being on the amendment as modified— 

Mr. SALTONSTALL addressed the House at some length 
in favor of the amendment. ` 
Mr. BRIGGS addressed the House in opposition to it. 


‘Mr. PICKENS said in this particular case he was disposed 
to leave much to the discretion of the committee, but as to the 


| general scope and principles embraced in the resolution, they 

had his cordial approval, and he was glad that the committee 

. had commenced the work of reform. Ò 
try, and. it was due to thew own position, if they intended to © 


effect refurms, that ‘they should commence the work of reform 
amongst themsélves. This be conceived to be due to the coun. 
try, ag well as.to their own moral standing and influence in the 
House, and he hoped the committee had reported this resolu- 
tion-with ajudicious regard to details. He was aware that this 
Hoyle had lost. much ofits influence, but he differed from other 
gentlemen respecting the cause. Much might be.attributedto 


_ the-system pursued by which they permitted. caucusesout of 
that House to control their judgments, which should be indeperte ` 
| dent within it. i : 


Again: ‘he desired theremoval of those desks which were an: 
interruption to sound legislation. This was a reform which.he 
hoped the committee would. cgnsider. Let the members. be 
brought closer together; let them see each other face to face; 
let their. debates be practical; let them analyze the subjects un- 
der discussion on fair principles, and let'them not have those 
miserable desks which were only fit fof lazy loungers, and 
which were adverse to sound legislation. He. believed this 
would ‘be a’ practical reform, and he again hoped the com- 
mittee would take it into consideration; {or in fact it wouldre- 
form their expenditures, and m five years’ operation he believed 
it wonld reduce them one-third. 1t would shorten the sessions, 
and thus lessen their expenditures. There was another reform 
which he deemed highly essential. It was intended that this 
branch of the Government should be. co-ordinate ` and 
independent—really and in fact independent, and a check on 
the other branches. This was the intention of the framers of 
the Constitution. He would not say that this House had fallen 
from its high estate, but he believed if any thing tended to that 
state of things it was their present system. Abolish their mite- 
age; abolish extras in every shape; abolish the franking privi- 
lege except of public documents; Jet each man pay his own 
expenses and have a fixed compensation, and he beheved this 
would reform their legislation, for it, would reduce the sessions 
atleast one-half, And he did not wish them to pay a mise- 
rable compensation, that would make the members dependent on 
the Executive; he desired them to pay a compensation compati- 
bie with the genius of the country, andsuch as would make this, 
as it was intended to be, a co-ordinate branch_of the 
Government, by placing them above dependence on the patron. 
ageofthe Executive. ‘This would be a radical reform, which 
would do much towards preserving the purity of the House. 
Itwastheir present miserable standard; it was their unfair 
“system of mileage, which tended to degrade the House. Make 
the compensation such, as would place the members in a posi» 
tion of independence, so that they could in fact be the guardi. 
ans of the Constitution aad a check on the expenditures of the 
Government, as it was intended that they should be. Make 
the compensation such that the poorest meraber of the commu- 
nity, who might perhaps be signally useful, might represent a 
constituency; but the present system of miserable com- 


pensation. excludes the poor, though active and ta 
Jented, and confines them to the laborious . pur- 
suits of life. But make them independent, and give 


them the control which the framers of the Constitution in- 
tended they should have, and they would enable the poorest 
citizen in society to take his seat there, and be the Representa- 
tive of the freemen ofhis country. He recollected that a gen» 
tleman of his own State, who was one of the framers o the 
Constitutien, proposed that the members of the Senate should 
receive no compensation at all; but what would have been the 
result? Why, perhaps not half a dozen representatives of the 
States in this Confederacy could have taken their seats at all; 
they could not have sacrificed the interests of their fami- 
lies. If they must give themselves up to the service 
of the country, they must have such a compensation 
as would justify them iu doing 80, and in sacrificing 
the interesis of their families. And what was of far 
more importance, they must keep this branch of the Govern- 
ment independent of the Executive and above the miserable and 
contemptible glitter and corruption which ¿was brought on 
many occasions to influence this House: Indroduce these radi- 
cal measures, and they should have his co-operation. He 
would not administer to the depraved appetite of the day: he 
held a demagogue who would favor and flatter a people with 
the idea of reducing salaries, as striking a vital blow at the in- 
dependence of this branch of the Governmen, andatthe vital 
principle of a Republican Government, which intended that the 
agent of the people should receive pay equal to the 
menial hireling iof the Executive... Again, let this 
House do another thing. Instead of eleciing a Speaker 
unger party trammelsand control, let them elect one whe shall 
be eminent for his talents and his virtues, and who wili admi- 
nister his office for the honor of the House without reference to 
the dictation of any man or setof men, Put a man there who 
has talent, and firmness of character to do his duty to the House, 
and to the country, and to the Constitution; and remove those 
desks—bring the members closer together, eye to eye, and face 
to face, so that they could have a practical analysis of debate, 
and they would reform that ITouse, and the expenditures of 
that House: Abolish, too, their Standing Committees, which 
were aninnovation. Let each inemberintroduce a bill on leave, 
and then raise a committee upon it. Abolish the Standing 
Committees, by which they gave to a few men an influence over 
the business of the House: leave every man to his own merits 
and talenta, and let Jegislation be influenced by those who have 
capacity to influence it, and, his life on it, they would have 
practical legislation. Let them have special committees on 
special occasions, but letevery member introduce his own mea- 
sure on leave. But, above all, abolish their contemptible rales, 
by which their business was chopped up into different days 
and different portions of days, until there was not one man In 
ten who knew, any day, what wascoming up. Let them go 
back to the old fundamental parliamentary Jaw—let them have 
as few rules as possible ~and, above all, when they took up a 
subject, act upon it until it was disposed of, before another was 
taken up. 

Mr. SOLLERS rose toa point of order. 

Mr. PICKENS said he had done. 

Mr, CHARLES BROWN rose to reply to the gentleman 
from South Carolina. ‘ 

Mr. SOLLERS said he should again rise to a point of order, 
if the gentleman from Pennsylvania should travel after the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina, through so much extraneous mat- 
ter. 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN said that having expressed an Opi- 
nion that the pay of members of Congress ought to be reduced, 


Ht was due tothe coun: . 


Ee a pe eee ee OEE Ee 


he felt bound to vindicate that: o 
man from. South Carolina. i 
Pe YERETT asked if the discussion of such a subject was 

The SPEAKER replied tha: such a latitude of debate having 
been aliowéd.to others, he could not with propriety wholly pre- 
vent the gentleman from Pennsflvania from entering upon the 
same:ground, 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN said they were about to increase 
or diminish the number of clerks, and he thought the pay re- 

- ceiyed by the members of that House created the necessity for 
the clerks. If they had no pay at all, should they remain there 

- ten months in the year debating questions coming up.on peti- 
tions signed by nobody, and for which nobody would take the 
responsibility? It was the pay of members which kept them 
there with irritating debate, procrastinating the public business; 
for there was no reason why they should continue there-eight or 
ten months every session, to pass all necessary laws, and nega- 
tive all measures which ought not to become laws. 

Mr. SOLLERS again rose to a point of order.. The gentle- 
man from rennsylvania was not discussing the question before 
the House. 

. Mr. CHARLES BROWN said he believed his constituents 
held the opinions which he had been expressing. He had heard 
them expressed by the people, and those opinions which the 
people had expressed through the press and otherwise, he was 
not ashamed to express there. He had said that their pay 
ought to be curtailed; there ought to be a beginning at home; 
they ought to curtail their own remuneration; but if he under- 
stood the gentleman from South Carolina aright, it. was a gro- 
yelling, and degrading, and servile ministering to the depraved 
appetite of the day, to utter opinions and give expression to the 
feelings of the people. It was demagoguism to bring into that 
hall the opinions of the people, who were their masters and 
sovereigns, and to whom they were answerable for the govern- 
ment of the country. If that was demagoguisth, he (Mr. 
Brown) was a demagogue. He feltit to be the: first principle 
of the Democratic school in which he had been taught, to bring 
the feelings of the people into the representative hall, and to 
carry them out; anc he must be permitted to tell the gentleman 
from South Carolina that when he set. himself up to dictate to 
the people what was right and what was wrong, if such was 
the Democracy of that gentleman’s district, there was a differ- 

_ence between the Democracy of South Carolina and Pennsyl- 
vania. But the gentleman said the members of that House, 
with reduced pay, would not be independent. Let the gentle- 
man appeal to history. When Congress first assembled here, 
did its members get these high salaries? Let the gentleman 
look to the record, and he would find but three dol- 
lars a day, and in some cases two dollars, and some 
five doliars were paid. The sum paid by the States were 
all small, and would the gentleman from South Carolina 
tell him that those members were not independent? They were 
the men who set the British Government at defiance. They 
bearded the lion in his den, and pledged their lives, their for- 
tunes, and their sacred honor for the good of the country. 

Here there was much interruption from every part of the hall; 


pinion, in reply te the. gentle: { 


and 

Mr, FILLMORE called for the orders of the day. 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN said he had no intention to make 
a long speech, and he should finish ina few minutes. 

Mr, FILLMORE refused to give way. 

Mr. MORGAN and Mr. SUMMERS both expressed their 
wish that the House would dispose of this question to-day, but 
as Mr. Finumore persisted in demanding the orders of the day, 
the subject was laid aside, to enable the House tc go into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The bill from the Senate authorizing the construction of a 
war steamer for harbor defence, was read the first and second 
time, and committed to the Committee of the Whole [ouse on 
” the.state of the Union. ots 

A message was received from the President of the United 

States, by. Mr. Robert Tyler, his secretary, in answer to the re- 

solution of the House of the Sth instant; which was laid on the 


table. 
APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The House then resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Briacs of Massachusetts in the 
chair,) and took up the Civil and Diplomatic Appropriation 
pill, the question being on the amendm: nt offered by Mr. GRA- 
HAM, providing that no stationery of any Cescription shall be 
furnished to any member of either House of Congress, except 
envelope paper. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT suggested that it would be better to pass 
over this amendment, inasmuch as the mover [Mr. GRAHAM] 
was Anen attending the sick bed of his colleague, (Mr, Wir- 
LIAMS. 

It was here suggested that Mr. Witrrams had died this day, a 
little after one o’clock. 

Mr. CUSLIIING said that, if the chairman of the committee 
would cousent to pass over the bill, the balance of the day 
could be very profitably employed im the disposal of the two 
bill reported from the Committee on Foreign Relations, in re- 
lation to the tonnage duties on Spanizh and French vessels. 

Kr. FILLMORE said he could not consent to set aside the 
bill. The amendment of the gentleman could be passed over 
informally. . i 

The question wasthen taken on Mr. Granam’s amendment, 
and it was rejected. X : 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia maved to strike out the tenth 
clause, appropriating $5,000 fer the purchase of books for the 
Library: rejected. : 

Mr. McK GON moved to amend the clause by reducing the 
appropriation from $5,000 to $2,500, stating that there wasa 
balance of $2,000 appropriated to that object yet unexpended. 

This amendment, after some remarks from Mr. FILLMORE, 
was also rejected. 

Mr. MERIWETHER moved to amend the bill in the 14th 
clause, by striking out $20,300 for salaries of the clerks and 
messengers in the Department of State, and inserting $19,400. 
His object was to reduce the salary of the translater and one 
clerk to what they were in 1836. 


‘After some remarks from My. Fuumors, this amendment 


was lost. ; 
Mr. FILLMORE moved to amend the 5th clause making 
an appropriation of $25,000 for incidental and contingent ex- 
penses of the Department of State, including the pabneation 
of thelaws, hy providing that hereafter all the job printing, 
binding and stationery of the Departments, shall be supplied 
under contract, after due notice by public advertisement. 
Me. G. DAVIS offered an amendment to this amendment 


which the Chair ruled ‘to. be out-of order; and osan appeal, the 
House sustained the decision of the Chair. gn is 

Mr. FILLMORE’S amendment was agreed to. ~ 

Mr: VAN BUREN offered an amendment to make the ap- 
propriation forthe publication of the laws specific, and.also to. 
make a specific appropriation for other contingencies. 

Mr. VAN BUREN observed that by referting to the report of 
the Secretary of State it would be found that this expenditure 
for the publication and distribution of the jaws was uniform, 
while there were a great many other expenditures that were 
temporary and would not probably occur again. -. He was 


. therefore of opinion that the subject of publishing and dis-, 
uibuting the laws should be separated from the others, and pro» - 


vided for by aspecific appropriation This could be done, as 
it could be readily ascertained what the expense would amount. 
to, He was very willing to vote a sufficient sum for. this. ob- 
ject, but he saw no reason why the. appropriation should not be 
aspecific one. As to the other expenditures he was for hav- 
ing them provided for separately. 

After some remarks from Mr. FILLMORE, the question was 
taken on the amendment, and it was lost, 

Mr. McKEON moved to amend the same clause by reducing 
the appropriation to $6,000, He saw .no reason for giving to 
the State Department -$25,000 in addition to the. unexpended 
balance already on hand. If the chairman of the committee 
(Mr. FILLMORE] would refer to the:documents, he would find 
that the Department had now on band an unexpended balance 
of $19,000. If thisapproproprigtion were made, there would 
be something like $50,000 for the Department to spend in con- 
tingencies; and if this example of extravagance was to be-set 
he would like to knof® when and where the business of retrench- 
ment and reform wag to begin. In referringto the contingent 
expenditures of that Department for the past year, he found 
charges that he was ure the House never would consent to. 

For instance, he would calf the attention of the House to the 
charges for extra clegk hire. While there was a specific ap- 
propriation for as many clerks asthe House though sufficient 
for (hat Department, four or five thousand dollars extra was 
charged as if for <additional temporary clerke; but the 
House could see from: the report that some of them had been 
kept in employmentefrom one end ofthe year to the other. 

Mr. McK. then handed up to the Clerk a list of the contingent 
expenses of the Department to which he took exception, which 
was read for the information of the House. f 

Mr. McK. said he must not now be met by the objection that 
some of these expenditures were sanctioned by the last Admini- 
stration. All porites now professed to be for economy, retrench- 
ment, and reform, and stood pledged to retrench useless and ex- 
travagant expenditures, no matter whether they were sanction-' 
ed by this Administration or the last. Now, he would refer to 
some of these expenditures, such as “hack hire and charter of 
a steamboat, $150.” i 

Mr. GRANGER here explained that the steamboat was char- 
tered to send an express to President Tyler, on the death of 
General Hariison. 

Mr. McK. continued commenting on several of the items of 
expenditure, until he came to the charge for “an extra train of 
cars $100,” and asked what that was tor? 

This was explained to be for the removal the body of Ge 
neral Harrison from this place to Baltimore, on its way to Cin- 
cinnati. 

Mr McK. continued with the list, and inquired what was the 
meaning of the charge, “J. B. Morgan, for a toilet set.” Gen- 
tler.en would find, he said, in going through this long list, a 
number of itemsthat ought not to becharged there. He wished 
he had the means of restricting this Department in regard to 
these contingencies, and he thought he should offer an amend- 
ment to make them specific, something like the appropriations 
for the Navy Department. Many of these expenditures ought 
tobeputa stop to. He had no idea that the Government should 
pay for the pictures of the Secretaries and leading men to hang 
up in the public Departments. He was very willing to pay 
them for carrying on the affairs of the Government; but he did 
not think the public service would be promoted by hanging their 
pictures up in the public buildings. He was for putting a stop 
to the expense for extra clerk hire. If these clerks were neces- 
sary, and he presumed that the Secretary thought so, by em- 
ploying them throughout the year, who did he not ask Con- 
gress to authorize their eraployment by law? He had the 
strongest objections to clerks being smuggled into the public of- 
tices in this way. Let us, said he, be open and candid to the 
people, and tell them what we are expending. Let us tell them 
that some five thousand dollars in this Department is expended, 
for extra clerk hire in addition to the regular force; let us 
tell them that $200 goes- for portraits of the President, 
and $200 for portraits of the Secretaries. It was high time to 
maka a reduction of all useless and unnecessary expenditures; 
the situation of the country demanded it, and the people ex- 
pected it, Ifgentlemen would turn to the letter he had read 
some days ago, they would find that under the head of No. 15, 
so much was asked for “Zabor, ? while under the head of No. 
17, there was another appropriation for “labor.” We would 
ask if it was necessary to give this $25,000 to the State Depart- 
ment, when they asked $60,000 more under another head? They 
had now $19,000 unexpended, and this, with the $6,000 his 
amendment proposed to give them, would, in his opinion, be 
amply sufficient. f i 

Mr, PROFFIT asked ifit would be in order, at this staga of 
the proceedings, to inquire into other expenditures. If so, he 
would like to inquire into the expenditures of this House, and 
the fact of a member’s being absent fora month ata time and 
drawing lus pay. He would also like to inquire into the ex- 

penditures of the New York custom-house; ard, if he was per- 
mitted, he would promise to give some facts on this subject 
that the country would be surprised at; Such as charges for pa- 
per at $100 a ream; pens at $1 50 apiece; anu fishing parties 
in the revenue cutter, on which occasions champagne was 
charged for under the head of “old junk.’ He could point to 


contracts to the amount of $50,000 for pig iron at three times — 


the market price, 

The CHAIR here called Mr. Paorrit to order, and he took 
his seat, saying that, if permitted to go 6n, he pledged himeelf 
to bring out some things that the country would be astonished 


at. fe 
Mr. FILLMORE made a tew remarks in reply, explaining 


that the $19,000 referred to by Mr. McKeon had been nearly _ 


expended. t 

Mr. GARRETT DAVIS offered an amendment providing 
that, in publishing the laws, the Department shall select the 
newspaper having the largest circulation in the town, village, 
or county where the publication is to be made, 


, and 52 noes; which number not being a quorum +r 


The CHAIR said that the amendment w. 

order, 3 n e ere Acie! 
Mr. SPRIGG offered afew remarks in favi 

and retrerichment, and expressed.a belief that, by-co 

and compromise, these objects, so desirable tovall; could: b 

complished. Mr. S. gave way to“ 273°: 

- Mr. TURNEY, who moved that the cominitte 
On taking this question, it appeared that there-weére 65 aye 


The committee rose and reported: the fact: to the H 
io Mr: WISE moved a call of the House; which motion 
“On motion by Mr, JOHN G. FLOYD, = aS 
Fhe House adjourned. wet 
The foliowing resolutions, petitionis; &c. wete offered Era 
House on Monday last: f Si AA 


On motion of Mr. RANDALL, - ¢ . : 

Resoived, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed: 
to inquire into the expediency of excluding from our ports ves: 
sels coming from British ports or places where American ves« 
sels‘are not permited to enter: aes ‘ 

Mr. ATHERTON moved the following jointresolution; whick 
was read, and laid over under the rule one day: ces 

Resolved by the Senate and House of- Representutives of 
the United States us America in Congress assembled, That 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives and the Pres 
of the Senate close the present session of Congress by adjourn - 
ing the two Houses over which they respectively preside on the 
last Monday of May next- ` : a ae 

Mr. EASTMAN moved the following resolution, which was. 
read, and, debate arising thereon, it was laid over unde: 
rule, viz: : Teal Ea DR g 
_ Resolved, That the Committee of Elections be:inatructed to: : 

inquire into the expediency of Congress passing an act fixing: 
one and the sameday on which elections for members of Con.” 
gress in all the respective States shall be held. i eat 

On motion of Mr. BURKE, i 7 re 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 

Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish ~ 
ing a mail route commencing at Keene, in the county of Che- 
shire, New Hampshire, and extending thence through the towns 
of Gildsrun and Marlow, in.said county of Cheshire, Sempster, 
Goshen, Newport, Croydon, and Grantham, in the county of. 
—-, to Lebanon, in the county of Grafton, in said State of New 
Hampshire. 

Also, a mail route from Keene, through the towns of Troy, 
Fitzwilliam, Winchendon, &c. to the Western Railroad at West- 
Brookfield, in Matsachusetts.. . 

Mr- CALHOUN moved the following resolution, which 
was read, and, debate arising thereon, it was laid ever under 
the rule: : : EAA E 

Resolved, That the rulesand orders of the House be amended 
in the following particulars: i O AIR 

35th rule. After the words ‘No member shall,” add the: fol- 
lowing, “occupy more than one hour in debate on any ques~ 
tion in the House orin Committee of the Whole; nor shall. 
any member.” y A a 

44th rule. After the words “of a motion to amend,”. add: the 
following: “except in Committee of the Whole.” 

132d rule. After the words ‘Committee of the Whole onthe 
state of the Union,” add the following: “and also of fixin 
tume for the discharge of the committee from the further consi~ 
deration of any bill referred to it.” ee es 

Mr. BAKER moved the following resolution, which was read, 
and, dehate arising thereon, it was laid over under the rule. | - 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Expenditures be 
directed to inquire whether the number of collectors and other 
custom-house officers cannot, consistently with the public inte- 
rest, be reduced; and. whether the revenge cutter service may 
not, with equal efficiency and at less expense, be performed by ` 
the vessels and officers of the regular navy. i : 

On motion of Mr. OSBORNE, ©- A : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce bè Instrugted 
to inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation for > 
repairing and completing the breakwater at ‘airweather Isi- 
and, in Black Rock Harbor, Connecticut. . Ho 

Mr. SLADE moved the following resolution, which was 
read, and, debate arising thereon, it was laid over under the 


rule: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be required 
to communicate to this House a statement showing the number 
of slaves shipped from the District of Columbia, ia each year 
since the Lst day of January, 1808, to any port or piace within 
the United States, to be sold or. disposed of as slaves; distins 
guishing in such statement the number of each sex thus ex- 
ported, and the ages ofsuch slaves, Classified as provided for in 
the “act to provide for taking the sixth census or enumeration 
of the inhabitants of the United States,” 

On motion of Mr, HALL, _ 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads he instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish» 
ing a post road from Townshend, Vermont, to Chester, in. the 
same State, eas 

On motion of Mr, SALTONSTALL, ` x 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to consider the expediency of making an appropriation for 
continuing the breakwater at Sandy Bay, in Massachusets.. 0° | ~ 

Mc. JOHN C. CLARK moved the following resolution, and; 
debate arising thereon, it was laid over, under the ruler : 

Resolved, That the President, of the United States be re- 
quested, and each of the Heads of Departments -be directed to 
furnish this House with a list of the names of nembe? ci d 
gress (if any) who have applied, either verbally, or b A aei or 
communication, since the 4th of March fast, fora phos ene "Also, 
themselves to office, specifying the office app: ie ited the ap: 
the name of all members of Congress. who aves s present Con- 


gress since said 4th day of March, and copies ofall communica- 


tions on the file Stora aie members i regard to such app iciga 
tions. Also, a list of the pam meme ss on ; 
any) who have. “refused to accept office,” or who have “prompt: 


4 it has been offcered.” : 
a INN aot the following. eta and, debate arig- 
h laid over,. under the rule: 
Resolved, ‘That the Han. George B. Poindexter, and of the 
commissioners appointed to mete ne oe cali nares of 
house in the city of New York, be re çe- 
hen uthis T the result of this investigation, together with 
7 @ocuments, or letters, hat may be in his possession 


yom any ofthe Heads of Departments to the cu 
` fiver: or officers. <= aE EPL oy 
. On motion.ot Mr. JOHN G, FLOYD, - 


Resolved, That: the Commitiee.on Invalid Pensions be in- 
structedto inquire into the expediency of granting a pension to 
Gideoa A. Perry. pat, ; - 


~:On.motion of Mc: FILLMORE, . 


“Resolved, That the. Committee of Ways and Means be in: 


atructed to inquire into the expediency of so modyfying the laws 
of Congress and ‘resolutions of this House; as 10 previde for.a 
more accurate estimate of expenditures, and a more satisfactory 
xeport of the amount of money expended in each year, aiid the 
amount in the hands of disbursing officers or. agents; and the 
amount appropriated but not. drawn from the Treasury; and 
that they also inquire. into the expediency..of changing the time 
forthe commencement of the fiscal year, and of regulating and 
detining mote specifically the use to which contingent appropria- 
tions may bé applied, ant for the männer of accounting for the 
fame. 7 : 

Mr. SANFORD presented the folowing petitions: 

- Of William Patterson, asking. for a pension} which was re- 

ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. | . 
. “Also, of William Patterson, asking Congress to grant him a 
certain sum of money: in Jiew-of his military bounty land; 
Which. was referred tothe Committee on Public. Lands, ` 

Mr. VAN BUREN moved the following resolution, and,. de- 
batearising thereon, it was Jaid over, under the rule: 


“Resolved, That. the President of the United Stats (if not in- | 


compatible with the public interest) inform this House under 
what authority the commission of examination and inquiry into 
the present condition of the public buildings in tke. city of 
Washington, é&c. appointed the 27th of April, 1941, was raised; 
what werethe purposes and objects of said commission, and 
the proceedings thereupon; how many persons have in any 
way been connected with ii; and the compensation received or 
to be received by each; the several removals from office or em- 
ployment resulting therefrom, and the aggregate cost of every 
description of said commission. 

On’ motion of Mr. WEBSTER, Meg of 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be instructed 
to inquire into.the expediency of printing the geoligical and 
mineralogical survey. of the mineral lands in Wisconsin and 
Towa, ‘made by. Robert Dale Owen, and the cost thereof. 

“On motion of Mr. MORGAN, ; i 

Resolved; That the Secretary.of the Treasury reportto the 
House the number of suits. instituted by the late Collector of 
New York, Jesse Hoyte, for duties levied by him, the amount 
involved. in each sit, the result of the same, together with 
the Ananas of costs paid by we Governmeut, or for which it 

s liable. s 
On motion of Mr. CHITTENDEN, 

~ Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of restoring the appropriation 
which was made for the building of a Jight-house at the mouth 
of Big Sandy beach, in the county of Jefferson, and State of New 
York, on the 3d of March, 1837, and which was afterwards 
transferred by the Secretary ofthe Treasury, under the autho- 
rity of the President ofthe United States, in pursuance of the 
provisions of March 3, 1809, 

On motion of Mr. TOMLINSON, . 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of making further appropria- 
tions for the preservation andcompletion of the breaxwater at 
Plattsbttrg, on Lake Champlain, New York. 

_Mr. ROOSEVELT moved the following resolution, and, de» 
bate arising thereon, it was laid over under the rule: 

Resolved, That thé Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
communicate to the House a copy of any commission or com- 
missions issued for the purpose of investigating. the affairs of 
the New York custom-house; also coples of all letters, or 
other documents accompanying the said commissions; that he 
furnish the names of the commissioners, the times when they 
respectively entered upon their duties, and where said duties 
were performed, and how long they continued; that he also re- 
port the reasons, if any were communicated to him verbally or 
in writing, why the comniissioners first appointed did not make 
areport, and the reasons set forth. by said commissioners, or 
any; and which of them, for the appointment of a new commis- 
sion; that he also report in detail the expenses, with the 
vouchers, which have direetly or indirectly arisen in the execu- 
tion, of said. commission; the names of all parties employed 
and how empioyed, and the allowances made to. each, including 
all items of incidental expenses; also the number and names of 
witnesses examined by the commissioners, whether the com. 
mission still continues, and which of the commissioners are stil] 
acting thereunder, and the names of the persons, ‘if any, who 
are now employed by them. Mite ` 

On motion of Mr. RIGGS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inguireinto the expediency of constructing a harbor and 
erecting a light house at the mouth of South Black river, in the 
State of Michigan. , 

Mr, GRANGER presented petitions as follows: 

Of citizens of Ontario county, New York, for the pro- 
tection of American Jaborand the security of reciprocal com- 
merce. g 

Of citizens of Lexington Heights, New York, praying a re- 
Peal oF all laws requiring postmasters to open their offices on 
sunday. 

Mr. OLIVER presented a petition of a number of citizens of 
Steuben county, in the State of New York, remonstrating 
agaiast any amendment, repeal, or ppstponement of the 
Bankrupt law; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. . 

Mr. BABCOCK presented a petition of zundry citizens of 
the county of Niagara, in the State of New York, remonstrating 
against any postponementor repeal of the Bankrupt law; which 
waa referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr, OLIVER presented a petition of Enoch Ordway, a soldier 
he Revolution, praying remuneration for services rendered 
him during the Revolutionary war; which petition was re- 

ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

On motion of Mr. STRATTON, 

Resolved, Thatthe Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of reducing the salary of the de- 
puty surveyors of the port of Camden, in New Jersey. 

On motion of Mr. YORKE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 

„to Inquire into the expediency: of making an appropriation fora 
survey, With a view to the construction of a road from Cohanzey 
lighthouse, on the Delaware bay, to the main land, 


On motion of Mr. TOLAND, . -7 à 2 
Resolved, That the Sectetary of War be directed to inform 
` this House, if any arrangement has been made relative to the 
title of Peapatch Island, in the river Delaware; and that he com- 
municate copies of any corresponden:e or agreement in relation 
to.the-same since the lat. of June Jast;-and that he inform this 
House whether any further appropriation be required during 
: the-present session for the construction of Fort Delaware. 
On motion of Mr. OLAND, . f - 
-Resotöed, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
communicate to this House copies of any instructions which 
may have-been issued to-the collectors of the customs, or any of 
them, in relation: to the collection of tonnage duties, of any 
other charge, on boat“ employed in transportation or navigation 
on the canals in the United States; and any information which 
may exist.in the Department relative.to the execution of such 
instructions; also, that he communicate Copies Ofal} correspon: 
|; dence-in relation tọ the foregoing since the Ist of January,}1840. 
On motion of Mr. CHAS. J. INGERSOLL, . ; 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire whether the’ port of entry of Philadelphia should 
not be extended to Frankford creek, inclusive; and, if itshould, 
to reporta bill for the purpose, 
On motion of Mr. CHARLES BROWN, z 
Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be instructed 
to inquire into’ the expediency of having the navy yard at 
«Philadelphia so enlarged and filled up as to be made efficient 
for the continued building, equipping, and repairing of steam 
vessels of war; also; the expediency of making an appropria- 


` tion for a dry dock at said yard. 


Mr. CHARLES BROWN also.submitted the following, which 
was read, and, debate arising thereon, it was laid over under 
the rule: . 

Whereas the expenditures of the Government of the United 
States exceed its revenues and ought to be reduced: therefore 

Resolved, 'Vhat the Committee on Expenditures be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of bringing.in a. bill reducing, 
pro rata, the salaries and emoluments of all officers and agens} 
of the Government whose annual pay and salary exceed one 
thousand dollars, and not over two thousand, an average of ten 
per cent.; on.all over two thousand, and not over three thou- 
sand, an average of twelve anda half per cent.; on all over 
three thousand, and not over four thousand, an average of fif- 
teen per cent.; on all over four thousand, and not over five 
thousand, an average of twenty per cent.; and on ail over five 
thousand, twenty-five per cent. Also, reducing the’ pay and 
mileage of the members of both Houses of Congress twenty- 
five percent.; and on all its officers whose annual compensa- 
tion is more thanone thousand dollars, a pro rata reduction 
averaging twenty-five per cent, 

Mr. JEREMIAM BROWN presented the following, which 
was read, and, debate arising thereon, it was laid over under 
the rule: 

Whereas it is well known to all that the principles upon 
which this Administration came into power were tn part the 
principles of retrenchment and reform: and whereas it is also 
well known that the facilities of travelling through the country 
by steamboats, railroads, and canals, are now vastly greater 
than they were when the present rate of mileage was settled: 
therefore 

Beitresolved, That the Committee on Retrenchment and 
Reform be instructed to inquire into the expediency of reducing 
the compensation now allowed to members of Congress for 
travelling to and from the seat of Government to their respec- 
tive homes. 

Mr. SNYDER offered the following, which was read, and, 
debate arising thereon,‘it was laid over under the rule: 

Resolved, That the Commitieeon Public Expenditures, to 
whom was referied the petition of sundry citizens of Union 
county, Pennsylvania, asking Congress to reduce the pay of 
members trom eight tofive dollars per day, the pay of the 
Speaker from sixteen to ten dollars, and a like reduction in the 
mileage of members, and the pay of clerks connected with this 
House, are hereby instructed to report on Monday next. 

On motion of Mr. COOPER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be instruct. 
ed- toinquiie into the expediency of repealing so much of the 
first section of the act of March 3, 1841, as is in the following 
words, viz: “and that those clerks specially charged with the 
business of the Chickasaws, be paid as heretofore out of the 
Chickasaw fund, such sums as the President of the United 
States shall] authorize; and also tke amount paid under said 
law, and to whom. 

Mr. HENRY presented the petition of 80 citizens of Penn- 
sylvania, praying that the duty may be increased on all foreign 
window glass. 

On. motion of Mr. HENRY, 

Resolved, Thatthe Committee dn the. Post Office and Post 
Roads, in graduating the rates of postage on newspapers, as 
recommended by the Postmaster Generalin hisreport, be in- 
strucied to inquire into the expediency of abolishing all 
charge for postage on public newspapers when conveyed by 
mail within the limits of the county where they are printed or 
published. 2 4 

Mr. BIDLACK piesented the following petitions: 

From citizens of Pennsylvania, recommending the restoration 
of the tariff of 1834 on iron. ` 

From citizens of Columbia county, for the readjustment of 
the tariff generally. 

From citizens of Columbia county for the repeal of all laws 
sanctioning labor on the Sabbath. 

From citizens of York county, for ai appropriation to re- 
move obstructions from the mouth of the Susquehanna, and the 
harbor of Havre de Grace? 

Mr. BABCOUK presented a petition of inhabitants of the 
county of York, in the State of Penusylvania, praying for an 
appropriation for the removal of obstructions in the mouth of 
the Susquehanna river and harbor of Havre de Grace ; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

_Mr. JAMES of Pennsylvania presented the following pe- 
titions : 

Of S.A. WHITAKER and other citizens of Phenixville, 
Chester county, Pennsylvania; also, of John D. Steele and 
others, of the same county, asking for an increase of duty on 
imported iron. i 

Also, of Charies Cook and others, citizens of Columbia coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania, requesting Congress to impose such discrimi- 
nating duties upon all articles of import as wiii secure adequate 
protection to American industry, &c. 


And the memorial of E. B. Reynolds, of the town of Dan ville, 


Columbia county, Pennsyivania, on the subject of a national 
foundry; -all of which were-appropriately referred. 7 

Mr. BEESON presented a petition of Daniel Sickles, alias 
Ackerly, praying to be allowed.a pension for services rendered 


the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. too 

. ` Mr. SNYDER presented a petition from. certain citizens of 
the Staté of Pennsylvania, praying for the. establishment-of a 

mail route from Williamsport to Carterhouse, through Cogen- 

house Vatley;- which petition was referred to the Committee on 

tlie Post Office and Post Roads, eae: 

On motion of Mr SNYDER, : a 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency. of so altering the present method of 
estimating the tonnage of vessels that an approximation may be 
made te their actual capacity. ee : 

On motion of Mr. KENNEDY of Maryland, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be directed te 
inquire into and report what effect our revenue laws have pro- 
duced on our commerce with foreign countries; also to inquire 
into and report on the past and present condition of our naviga- 
tion, and to recommend such measures as may be neceasary to 
enlarge our commercial marine. 

On motion of Mr. WINTHROP, 

Resolved, 'That the Committee on the Judiciary consider the 
expediency of soamending the laws regulating the compensa- 
tion of Cusiom house officers'as to provide that, in case of resig- 
nation or removal during their term, they shall only be entitled 
to receive a pro raia for they services. 

On motion of Mr. MASON of Maryland, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill re. 
Innquishing the interest of the United States in the Chesapeake 
and Ohie Canal, and for transferring the same to the State of 
Maryland. ` 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Maryland, submitted the following: 

Whereas the Susquehanna Tide Water Canal, which termi- 
nates at Havre de Grace, at the head of the Chesupeake bay, is 
the great outlet to the Pennsyivania works of internal improves 
ment, and for vast quantities of produce of Pennsylvania and 
New York, which are transported by means of those works to 
tide water at Harve de Grace, for deposite or transhipment: 

therefore 


* 


instructed to inquire and report as to the expediency of 
authorizing suitable provision to be made for the defence 
of Harve de Grace againat a sudden assault by a foreign 
enemy. . f 

On motion of Mr. SUMMERS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Officeand Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a mail route from Cabel court-house, in the Commonwealth 
of Virginia, by way of Wayne court-house, tothe town of 
Louisa, in Lawrence county, Kentucky. 

Mr. WISE presented a petition of sundry citizens, resis 
dents of the 16th Congressional district of the State of Ohio, 
praying Congress to adjourn forthwith; which petition was laid 
upon the table. 

On. motion of Mr. WISE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed to 
inquire into the necessity and expediency of establishing two 
light-boats on the eastern shore of the Chesapeake bay, be- 
tween Litte Watts Island and Cape Charles; the one at 
the par of Pungoteague ant the other at the bar of Cherryton 
creek. ee 

Mr. TALIAFFRRO moved the following resolution, which 
v read, and debate arising thereon, it was laid over under the 
rule. viz: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House pay to William 
Smith the same compensation per diem and mileage that is al- 
lowed to members of Congress, computing the per diem from 
the commencement of the last session of the present Congress 
to the 4:h day of September, 1841, 

Mr. TALIAFERRO also moved the following resolution, 
which was read, and debate arising thereon, it was laid over 
under the rule, viz; 

Resolved, That the Committee of Elections be instructed to 
inquire into the prepriety of allowing to William Smith, 
who, at the late extra session of Congress, appeared and con- 
tested the election of Linn Banks, as a representative of the 
26th, Congress, the same compensation and mileage that is 
allowed a member of Congress, computing the per diem from 
the commencement of the extra session to the 4th day of 
September, 1841, the time when the said contest was, at 
the instance of Linn Banks, postponed. till the present ses- 
sion. 

On motion of Mr. BOTTS, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to fur- 
nish to this House the report of the commissioners appointed to 
make an investigation at the Gosport navy yard, and of the ad- 
ministration of the Navy Agent’s Department at the Norfolk 
naval station. 5 

Mr. MALLORY moved the following resolution, which was 
read, and debate arising thereon, it was laid over under the rule, 
VIZ: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of relinquishing the interest of 

athe United States inthe Dismal Swamp Canal, and transferring 
itto the State of Virginia, on condition that the Legislature 
thereof complete and perfect the said work. 

On motion of Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS, è 

Resolved, Thatihe Commitee of Claims be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of granting indemnity to Alexander 
Watson, of Florida, for lorses he has sustained in consequence 
of depredationscommitied by the Seminole Indians, and that 
his memorial on that subject be referred to the same com- 
mittee. 

On motion by Mr. McKAY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire Mto the expediency of making an appropriation for 
rebuilding the custom-house at Wilmington, North Carolina. 

On motion of Mr. GOGGIN,- 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency. of establish- 
ing a mai! route from Lynchburg, in Virginia, to Logwood’s 
Store, in Bedford county, in said Srate. 

Mr. GOGGIN said. in pursuance of notice which he had gi- 
ven inthe month of December last, he would now ask leave to 


introduce a “bill appropriating a further quantity of land to 
satisfy outstanding Virginia military land warran‘e to the offis 
cers and soldiers of the Revolutionary war.” i 


during. the Revolutionary war; which petition was referred to ` 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be ` 


wt 


“Mr. G. said that -he supposed, on motion. for leave, it would 
not be in order to debate the subject at this time? 

The SPEAKER. said it would not. 

Mr. GOGGIN said that he wished, however, to submit a mo- 

tion to-refer this bill to the Commitee of the Whole, asit em» 
braced a subject which came recommended by a committee of 
this: House at the last Congress, (the Committee on. Public 
Lendg,).and as it had received the fullest consideration also 
from the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, of which the 
-gentleman from Vermonton his right, [Mr. HALI} is chair- 
man. Thatthe subject was one in which a large number of 
Persons were deeply interested, and it had also been repeatedly 
brought-to the notice of this House and of the Senate, also by 
resolutions from the Legislature of Virginia, Mr. G. said then 
tha the moved to commit-the bill to a Committee of the Whole 
House; instead-of one of the standing committees, and he 
hoped no objection would be made to this course. 

‘Mr: HALL moved that the bill be referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims, 

Mr. GOGGIN demanded tellers on his motion; which were 
ordered, 

Butthe SPEAKER decided that, as debate had arisen, the 
question of reference could not be debated; and sq the subject j 
iesiovèr ` 


T ` LIN SENATE, i 

'HURSDAY, February 24, 1842. 

Mr. SMITIT of Indiana resented the memorial of A, Whit- 
lock, late Receiver of the Public Moneys at Crawfordsville, Ia. 
prayitig the settlement of his accounts with the United States 
on just principles: referred tothe Committee on Claims. 

Mr. HENDERSON, from the Committee on Private Land 
Claims, reported back to the Senate without amendment, 
House bill for the relief of Josiah Bacon. i 

‘On motion of Mr. HENDERSON, the Committee on Private 
Land'Claims was discharged from the further consideration of 
Joseph L. Alexander, asking remuneration for Revolutionary 
services, y 

Mr. WHITE introduced a bill on leave, for the relief of 
William R. Davis; which was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr. MOREHEAD presented a memorial from the Chamber 
of Commerce of Louisville, praying certain amendments to the 
Bankrupt law: referred to the Judiciary Committee. 

Mt. PRESTON moved that the Senate take up the bill ex- 
tending the provisions of the act authorizing the banks of the 
District of Columbia to receive and pay out the notes of non- 
specie paying banks, and made some remarks going to show 
thé:absdlute necessity of prompt action on the bill, ifit was the 
intention of the Senate to act upon it atall. 

Mr. KING was opposed to going into the consideration of the 
bill at that time, maintaining that no injury would result to the 
banks from delay. He was in favor of postponing it til Satur- 


day, at : 

‘fhe subject was then dropped. 

Tue Senate took up, for consideration, the resolution bere- 
tofore submitted by Mr. Merrice, as a joint rule of the two 
Hoysea, providing that no amendment which proposes to ap- 
propriate money not called for by pre-existing laws, shall be 
received or adopted in either House as an amendment to ge- 
neral appro riation bills. 

Mr, MERRICK and Mr. WRIGHT made some remarks in 
favor of the resolution, and Mr. Sevier opposed it; but before 
it was disposed of, 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Marruew Sr. Cram CLARKE, their Clerk, informing 
the Senate of the melancholy intelligence of the death of the 
Hon. Lewis WILLIAMS, member of the House from the State 
of North Carolina, and inviting the Senate to attend his fune- 
yal, to-morrow, at 120’clock, M. from the Hall of the House 
of Representatives. ` 

Mr. GRAHAM of North Carolina rose and addressed the Se- 
nate as follows: 

Mr. Presipent: I was a spectator of the melancholy event 
which is announced in the message from the House, It was 
the result ofa sudden and violent attack of disease, which, de. 
fying all remedy, proved fatal in less than thirty-six hours from 
jtscommencement, On Monday Mr. Wittiams was in his 
seat until the close of the session of the House. On Wednes- 
day, while little more than an hour after the meeting of the 
House, he lay alifetesscorpse. Of the dreadful lesson which 
is taught by this most unexpected calamity, it is fitting that 
others should speak with more propriety than myself. But the 
occasion gives rise to a few reflections in which {hope to be in- 
dalged. A public servant has been struck down by the hand 
of death, almost in the harness of his public labors; a man 
whose long life ofnear sixty years has been devoted to useful, 
honorable, and patriotic service. ‘She occurrence is well cal- 
enlated to arrest the ordinary course of thought and action 
here, and to tarn our minds to the contemplation ofthat awful 
change to which we are ail ultimately destined. Is reminds 
us, too, that the older men are passing away from the public 
councils, and naturally excites some inguiry as to the hfe and 
character ofhim who has so long shared in the deliberations of 
Congress, and in the gratitude and confidence of his coun- 
trymen. 

Mr. Wiiiams was a native of the county of Surry, North 
Carolina, in which he always continued his residence. Jis 
education was liberal, having been graduated at the University 
of his native State, aud having yemained some time subse- 
quently asa tutor in the same insutuijon, Not very long af- 
terwards he was chosen by the Legislature a member of the 
Board of Trustees of the University, of which he was ever 
one of the most vigilant, active, and faithful guardians. Anx- 
ious to be useful in the employment of the country, he seems 
early to have contemplated a public career. In the year iu 
he was returned fram the county of Surry one of the members 
of the House of Commons in the General Assembly of the 
State; and, although a young man, he took a prominent part in 
the proceedings of the ensuing session, In 1815 he was elected 
the Representative in the Congress of the United States, of the 
13th Congressional District, which embraces the county of his 
residence; andat every election since that time he has been re- 
turned by the same constituency to the same station. Of his 
talents and services as a member of Congress it would be su- 
perfluous to speak here, in the scene of his labors, and among 
his early and later associates. His legislative history is incor- 
porated with the history of the country for more than a quarter 
of a century, in one continued series, and isfound in the jour- 
pals and documents of the House, the reports of its committees, 


“days; 


“and the register of ita debates during that period. Few mem. ` 


bers of the House ever performed more useful or laborious-ser-. 
vice than did Mr. Wittiams for many years, while he acted as 
the chairman of the Committee of Claims, in adjusting “the nu- 


merous.demands on the Government which grew out of trans- ~ 


actions connected with the late war with Great Britain. And 
none, it isbelieved, ever possessed the confidence of his 8830- 
Ciates in legislation in a greater degree. -< ” k : 

‘With a mind patient, laborious, and-strictly impartial, he ap- 
plied himself diligently to this branch of the“ business of Con: 
gress, and was found so generally accurate that his- opinions 
acquired the gteatest weight. “Fis continuous sefvice for so 
many years not only made him the father of the House by se- 
niority of membership, but his intimate acquaintance with pub- 
lic affairs, his enlightened views of the structure-and policy of 
our Government, and his inflexible honesty and manliness of 
character, rendered him one of the most valuable of the public 
counsellors. But, sir, it is notso much his public action in the 
high places of the country, and his capacities to be serviceable 
there, that I wish parttcularly to mark. His character will 
bear closer exammatior and a severer scrutiny. I wish to bear 
my humble testimony to the.eminent purity of his private life 
and moral integrity, and to speak what I believe is the common 
sentimentin his wide circle of acquaimtance, that, during his 
Jong public career, neither the angry contests of parties, the 
temptings of ambition, of avarice, or vice, have sullied his name 
with asingle action whichshould cause one moment’s regret 
to his friends. In his public conduct he was manly, frank, in® 
genuous, aŭd devoted to his duties, It happened-to me in my 
Doyhood to have been sent to school in one of the counties of 
hisdistrict; andI well remember to have witnessed the feelings 
of gratitude, of kindness, and affection with which he was che- 
rished by those who so early and constantly honored him with 
their confidence, and whom he repaid with such fidelity and 
disinterested service. Always moral, he became later in life a 
religious man, and uniformly regulated his conduct by the prin- 
ciples of virtue and a conscientious conviction of daty, 

But it was in the charities and kind offices of private and do. 
mestic life that Mr, WrLLiams was most favorably known and 
appreciated. Although he never contracted the relation of 
marriage, there are those by whom his demise will beas deeply 
deplored as would be that of theirimmediat2 parents. Tie was 
a memberof a numerous family, the head of which acquired 
an honorable fame hy his patriotism and service in the war of 
the Revolution, and by his public spirit and elevation of charac- 
ter in after life. A twin brother of my lamented colleague now 
presides as judgein the courts of Tennessee. His elder bro- 
ther, Col. Jonn WitiraMs, was distinguished for bis gallantry 
as an officer during ithe late war, and for his talents and cha- 
racter at a subsequent period, as a Senator in this body from 
the State of Tennessee, andin our diplomatic service abroad. 
A third brother was for a long period the Adjutant General of 
the State of North Carolina. ‘The two latter, though deceased, ~ 
have leftchildren. Others of his brothers and near relatives yet 
survive, and are among the most enlightened, hospitable, and 
Jiberal gentlemen, both in North Carolina and Tennessee. On 
the families of these the intelligence of their bereavement will 
fall as the thunder froma cloudless sky. To these, however, 


~ wherever situated, it will be consoling to know that, though 


the pangs of his dissolution were severe, they were of short.du- 
ration, and that he met his fate with the calmness and resigna- 
tion arising from the consciousness of a well spent life, and the 
hope of an immortality beyond the grave. 

In response to the message of the House, 1 beg leave to offer 
the following resolutions: g 

Resolved, That the Senate has received with deep sensibility 
the communication from the House of Representatives, an- 
nouncing the death ofthe Hon. Lewis WILLIAMS, representa- 
tive from the State of North Carolina. 

Resolved, That in token of sincere and high respect for the 
memory of the deceased, the Senate will attend his funeral to- 
morrow at the hour appointed by the House of Representatives, 
and will wear crapeon the Jeft arm, as mourning, for thirty 
and as a further mark of respect. 

Rescived, That the Senate donow adjourn. 

Mr. CLAY said: Prompted by a friendship which existed 
between the deceased and myself of upwards of a quarter of a 
century’s duration, and by the feelings and sympathies which 
this melancholy occasion excites, will the Senate allow me to 
adda few words to those which have been so well and so ap- 
propriately expressed by my friend near me, (Mr, GRAHAM] 
in seconding the motion he has just made? 

Already, during the present Session, has Congress, and each 
House, paid the annual instalment of the great debt of Nature. 
We could not have lost two more worthy and estimable men 
than those who have been taken fromus. My acquaintance 
with the lamented Lewis Wittiams commenced in the fall 
of 1815, when he first took his seat as a member of the House 
of Representative from the State of North Carolina, fand I re- 
entered that House after my return from Europe From that 
period until his death a cordial and unbroken friendship has 
subsisted between us; and similar ties were subsequently 
created with almost every member of his highly respectable 
family. 

When a vacancy arose in the responsible and Jaborious office 
of chairman of the Comunitice of Claims, which had been pre 
viously filled by another distinguished aud lamented son of 
North Carolina, (the late Mr. Yancy,) in virtue of authority 
vested in me, as the presiding officer of the House, I appointetl 
Mr. Witttams to fill it. Always fuil of labor, and requiring 
unremitting industry, it was then, in consequence of claims ori- 
ginating in the late war, more than ever toilsome. He dis- 
charged ils complicated duties with the greatest diligence, abi- 
lity, impartiality, and uprightness, and continued in the office 
intl Lieft the House in the year 1825, He occasionally took 
part in the debates which sprung up on great measures brought 
for the advancement of the interests ofthe country, and was al- 
ways heard with profound attention, and, I believe, witha tho- 
rough conviction of his perfect mmtegrity. Infexibly adhering 
always to what he believes to be right, if he ever displayed 
warmth or impatience, it was excited by what he thought was 
insincere, or base, cr ignoble. In short, Lewis WILLIAMS was 
a true and faithful image of the respectable State which he so 
long and so ably served in the National Councils-—intelligent, 
quict, unanibitious, loyal to the Union- and uniformly patriotic. 

Weall feel and deplore, with the greatest sensibility, the hea- 
vy loss we have so suddenly sustained, May it impress us with 
a just sense of the frailty and uncertainty of human life! And, 
profiting by his example, may we all be 
which is soon to follow. 


fully prepared for that 


‘The resolutions of Mr. GRAHAM wets . then 
: adopted; v e E ee 
~ And the 'Nenate'adjoumed. EENES 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tis suria TuonsoA y, Febrosiy 24, IAL ee 

al of yesterday having been. read ‘approver 

ee RAYNER of North Carolia addressed the eo 
Mr. SPEAKER: I rise to perform a most painful and mera 


and melancholy it ought to be, and must be, in the associations‘ 
accompanying it, to the membersof this Honte; The. Ho 


lina, is no more. . He who has been so Jong, and 1 8 
fectionately. entitled “the Father of this Hause," has Anis : 
his earthly career. He expired at his boarding-house, in this. 
city, about- half-past one o’clock, P, M. on yesterday; after a 

short but most violent illness of only thirty-six- hours in dura - 
tion. “All that medical attention and the kindness of friends 

could do, were exerted in his behalf, but allin vain. From the 

very commencement of his attack death seemed to have mark- 

ed him for its own. ji 


no sympathy of ours can restore him to. his couniry anil his 


if I may be allowed to refer to the relations between him and. * 
- myself, he was not only my colleague but my friend. have‘ 
known him long, and known him well. Ever since I first form- 
ed hisacquaintance, he has extended to me that friendship'and . 
that confidence, of which any one who knew him might justly 
feel proud. How mysterious is Divine Providence! how weak, 
is'human knowledge! Little, ah little, did I suppose ene week 
since that I should thus be called on to announce to this Hou 
that this political patriarch had fallen!.. What a sad comm 
tary is this upon human vanity—upon the strife of contending’ 
factions! But three days since he was in the discharge éf his * 
duties on this floor—now he lies extended on the bed of, death ! 

The deceased was in the fifty-eighth year of his age. He pre- _ 
sented one of those rare instances in our history, of a man 
whose whole life may be said to have been devoted to the pub- 
lic service of hiscountry. He first entered political life in 1813, 
when he was elected to represent: his native county in the Le~ 
gislature of North Carolina; and so satisfactory was his con- 
duct there, thatin the following year he was elected to repre- 
sent the district in which he resided in the House of Representa. 
tives of the United Siates, of which body he continued, without 
intermission, to be a member till the period of his death. k 

The history of his life affordea practical refutation of the ` 
oft repeated slander, thata long course of public, service is in: 
compatible with private virtue and personal honor. pi equally. 
jllustrative of that endearing confidence which 3 ould. eter s 
exist between the constituent and the representative—and of the © 
meed of approbation which ‘an honest people are ever willing y 
to accor to a faithful public servant. ae 

It needs no labored eulogy from me, to do justice to the man- 
ner in which he discharged his duties on this floor. Itis amatier 
of history that, from his first appearance hete; he was m ked , 
for his habits of industry, an his meekness of.character, com: 
bined with energy, sterling sense, and disinteresteduess of pu 
pose, Those who have served with him, whether for a long 
or a shorter period, know that he was always ameng the firi 
in his seat, and the last toJeaveit, He always kept R Vieila ; 
eye onthe progressof business through this House; and was ` 
everas ready to sustain and advocate those measures which he - 
believed to be for the good of his country, as (0 Oppose those 
which he believed to be founded in injusticeand wrong... The 
dutiesof his station he never neglected. Neither the ipele- 
mency of weather, nor personal inconvenience, ever restraimed 
him from the performance of his trust.. He was for ‘yea is fas... 
vorably ‘known tothis House and to the county, as, th te 
and efficient chairman of the Committee of Claims; a tis 
well known that whilst he always guarded the public treasure, 
like a faithful sentinel, he never turned a deaf ear to the well- 
founfled claims of justice. : : o 

His talents were of the useful and modest, and not of the 

showy and ostentatious order. He seemed to think that the duty 
of the statesman consisted in acting for the welfare of his 
country, and not in speaking for the entertainment of his hear- 
ers. He spoke but rarely, and then but briefly and directly to 
the subject. His object was usefulness, and not display. “His 
style was as terse and bold as it was vigorous and unaffected, 
‘And we all know how often, in moments of confusion, a few 
words from his lips removed our difficulties, and relieved tha 
House from embarrassment, : 

In his intercourse with his fellow-members. T need not say,. 
what is well known here, that he was unifermly mild, cou, 
ciliatory, andamiable, Although remarkable for the firmness 
and tenacity with which he adhered to his purposes and: his 
principles, yet those who knew him well know that he always 
exercised a becoming charity for the honest difference of opi- 
nion entertained by others, He was distinguished for the deco: 
rumand orderly propriety of his deportment. And never, in. 
the most trying andexciting scenes, did he so far: forget the 
dignity of his station, as to suffer his feelings to triumph over. 
his judgment. A rigid advocate for the maintenance öf or- 
der, he always strengthened his precept by the force of his 
example, x ERE Ge 

Such he was asa public man in the discharge of, publie 

duty. But it was equally in bis private and social relations, 
that his character presented an example worthy of Imitation. 

Tlisficm and unbending integrity, his uncompromising devo- 
tion to principle, his scrupulous regard for truth- sincerity, 
and honor, have Jong been proverbial. .A. warm and devoted 
friend, a charitable and kind-hearted man, his beart was al 
ways responsive to the appeals of sympathy, his Purse was 
ever open to the voice of distress. Such being the case, may 
we not well and truly exclaim—an honest and virtuous man 
has ‘died! His course: has, indeed, been an eventful one. 
With acain and contemplative mind, be has, for more than a 

uarier of a century; viewed the: shifting scenes on the. great 

rama of his country’s bistory; and during the darkest periods 
of that country’s peril, he has chung to her with patriotic affec- 
tion. Hè hasseem peace and war, prosperity and calamity, x- 
chrement and calm, succeeding in their turns. Hebas seen par- 
ties and administrations, factions and dynasties; tise and fall. 
Yet, during all the twenty-eight years of his public career, 
censorious as is the world, the tongue. of slander has never 


‘choly duty.” Painful, most unaffectedly painful, it isto mé; 


Lewis WILLIAMS, & member of this House from North Caro- 5 


Lam well aware that no words of mine can avail him aught; j 


friends. Ait now only remains for usto perform the last 
sad rites to “his memory, before wè consign him to that “dust 
whence he sprang.” A a e, 


2 Temes = 
whispered aught against his integrity. and:his: victu : 
last D ronie vi “fight the good fight,” ‘and to “keep:that 
faith”? which is based" on the true principles of liberty: and-an. 
unwavering devotion: to the . free institutions of his country. 
Lat menot be misunderstood; thaveno allusion to party. * 

; No matter how others maybe affected, ‘his colleagues know 
how te appreciate his joss. How. often, in ihe hour of diffi-. 
culy; have-we consulted’-his: sound practical wisdom-and tried 
‘dntegcity!” He stood, as it were,” ar. impersonation of the ‘cha. 
ractemof.the.“Old North State,” whose interests he represented 
so faithfully, and which: he loved so well—combining. energy 
‘with calmness, patriotism and virtue with wnpretendiug sim- 
plicity.. Although bis ears will no-more listen, to the murmur: | 
log of waters from her western mountains; although his. eyes 
will no mòrs be gladdened with the view of his dear native 
ills; yet his memory will live ‘ia the hearts ot. his: confiding 


constituents; and be handed down with reverence to-their suc- ` 


ceeding children. ` ; : u 

Although we mourn his loss; yet we have the consolation to 
know, that he died in “the triumphs" of that faith”? to -whose 
precepts he conformed in life. At an. early age he attached 

imself to the Presbyterian church;. and continued an. exem- 
platy member of the same down to the period of his death. 

e neyer suffered public duty or private pleasure to interfere 
with the discharge of those duties which he owed to his Gon. 
To:hisiatest breath he lodked with humble and calm resigna- 
tion to that Great and Good Being, in whom he trusted when 
living, and whom he “confessed before. men.” Those. of us 
who witnessed his last moments, have had fead to us the im- 
pressive and never-to-be-forgotten lesson, with what quiet com- 
posure a Christian can die, He has left this world forever; but 
ati 

` The sweet remembrance of the just 

Shall flourish while he sleeps in dust. 

i Mr. Rayner then sent to the Clerk’s table the following reso-- 
tions: $ iw 
_ Resolved, That the House has heard with the liveliest. sensi- 
bility. the annunciation of the death of the Hon. LEWIS 
WILLIAMS, Jatea member from the State of North Carolina, 
and the oldest member in service in this House, 

Resolved, That this House tenders to the relatives of the de- 
ceased the expression of its sympathy. on this afflicting event; 
and asa testimony of respect for the memory of the. deceased, 
the members and officers will wear. crape on the left arm for 
thirty days. 0 o o a 

Resolved, That the members. and officers of this House 
will attend ‘the funeral of the Hon. Lewis Witurams, de- 
Ceased, Jate a member of this house, to-morrow, at 12 o'clock 
meridian. a : 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to take order for 
superintonding the funeral of the deceased, 

‘he resolutions having heen read— 

Mr. ADAMS rose and said: Mr. Speaker, I second the mo- 
tion, and ask the indulgence of the House for the utterance of a 
few words, from a heart full to overflowing with anguish which 
no words can express. 

Sir, my acquaintance with Mr. Wirttams commenced with 
the second Congress of his service in this House. ‘Twenty five 

eais have since elapsed, during all which he has been. always 

ere at his post, always true to bis trust, always adhering faith- 
fully tabis constituents and to his country—always, and through 
every political. vicissitude and revolution, adhered to faithfully 
by them. J have often thought that this steadfastness of mutual 
attachment between the Representative and the Constituent waa 
characteristic of both; and, concurring with the idea just ex- 
pressed with such touching eloquence by his colleague, (Mr. 

AyngR,) I have habitually looked upon Lewis WILLIAMS as 
the true’ portraiture.and personification of the people of North 
Carolina, 3 

Sir, the loss of such a man, at any time, to his county, would 
begreat. To this House, at this juncture, it is irreparable. His 
wisdom, his experience, his unsullied integrity, his ardent pas 
triotism, his cool and deliberate judgment, his conciliatory tem- 
per, his firm adherence to principle—whcere shall we find’a sub- 
sfitute for them? In the distracted state of our public counsels, 
with the wormwood and the gall of personal animosities adding 
tenfold bitterness to the conflict of rival interests and discordant 
opinions, how shail we have to deplore the bereavement of his 
Presence, the very light of whose countenance, the very sound 
of whose voice, could recall us, like a talisman, from the tem- 
pest of hostile passions to the calm composure of harmony and 
peace, z 

Mr., Wirtrams was and had long been, in the official lan- 
guage which we have adopted from the British House of Com- 
mons, the Father of the House; and though my junior by near- 
ly twenty years, I have looked up to him, in this House, with 
the reverence of filial affection, as if hé was the father of us all. 
The seriousness and gravity of his character, tempered as it 
was with habitual cheerfulness and equanimity, ‘peculiarly fit- 
ted him for that relation to the other members of the House, 
while the unassuming courtesy of his deportment aud the be- 
nevolence of hia disposition invited every oneto consider him 
as a brother. ` 

Sir, heis gone! The places that have known him shail know 
him no more; but his memory shall be treasured up by the 
wise and the good of his contemporaries, as eminent among the 
patriots and statesmen of this our native land; and were it pos- 
sible for any Northern bosom, within this hall, ever to harbor 
for one moment a,wish for the dissolution of our National 
Union, may the spirit of our departed friend, pervading every 
particle of tie atmosphere around us, dispel the delusion of his 
soul by reminding him, that in that event he would no longer 
be the countryman of Lewis WILLIAMS! 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON rose and said: I rise, Mr. Speaker, 
to add my humble tribute to the virtues and memory of a de- 
parted friend—one who Imay truly say stood to me in the 
place of a father; for, when young and inexperienced, I'first 

‘entered this hall, it wasto him I was indebted for (he prudents 
counsel and kind aid which inexperience always finds grateful 
from thehead and heartof such a man. His publie career, 
identified for more than a quarter of a century with the legis- 
Jation of this House, is one upon which every patriot should 
delight to gaze. “As Aristides, just; as Cato, pure;” he has 
stood before the world the advocate of justice to individuals 
and the Government, 


His indomitable and unbending integrity, his consistency asa 
politician, and his adherence to the best interests of his country, 
are too distinguished even for eulogy. 

Remarkable for his sound judgment and common. sense, 
his yoiso. was never raised without instruction; and his pur- 


o the: «| } poses: w. 
feeling... >. te Ce eee hee Paes : 
S Though not brilliant and eloquent, yet. men of brilliancy and 

eloguence in this-hall were: his inferiors; and his light, safe 


ere never perverted, amid the. excitement: of party 


and steadfast, shone even over the path of more aspiring states- 
men. : aag e AT ane hte f 
Sadden-and melancholy as. is his-death, he was still spared 


Jong and faithfully to serve his. native State, and his memory will: 
«be among the richest-ofher treasures, 


When called to visit my departed friend; I found him sinking 


-into death, and at the bedside of the dying patriot I realized the . 


loss which I, this House, and this country have sustained; and I 


-cannot repress the utterance of my deep grief at this sudden and 


overwhelming bereavement. ` S 

It is with an aching heart Ihave now risen to speak the lan- 
guage ofa long cherished affection for afriend, a patriot, and an. 
honest man. ` Bee 

The question was then taken on the adoption of the resolu- 
tions, and they were unanimously adopted. ` 

On. motion of Mr. STANLY, the usual message was ordered 
to be sent to the Senate, i 

And then the House adjourned, 


‘HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, February 25, 1842. 

The business of the House to day was limited to 
tHe obsequies attending the funeral of the Hon. 
Lewis Wituiams. At twelve o'clock the body was 
brought from the late residence of the deceased, al- 
tended by the Speaker and officers of the House 
of Representatives, the committee of arrargements, 
and the pall bearers, the Representatives of North 
Carolina in the two Houses of Congress, and the 
personal friends and relatives of the deceased. The 
faneral services were performed by the Chaplain 
to tbe Senate, the Rev. Mr. Tuston, and the fu- 
neral prosession then proceeded to the Congress- 
ional burial ground in the following order: 

The Chaplains of both Houses of Congress. 


Physicians who attended the deceased. 


Committee of Arrangements: 


Mr. Rayner, N. ©. Mr. Pore, Ky. 
Mr. J. Q. Apams, Mass. | Mr. Hepxins, Va. 
Mr. W. C. Jonwson,Md. | Mr. Evererr, Vt. 
Mr. Saunpens, N. ©. 


Pall-Bearers: 


Mr. Sattonstatt, Mass. | Mr. Miter, Missouri. 
Mr. Hapersnam, Ga. Mr. Granorr, N. Y. 
Mr. Tavusrerro, Va. Mr. Buruzr, Ky. 

Mr. T. J. Campzecy,Te. | Mr. Mason, Ohio. 


The family and friends of the deceased. 


The Senators and Representatives from the State 
of North Carolina, as mouraers, 


The Sergeant-at-arms of the House of Represen- 
tatives, 


The House of Representatives of the United States, 
preceded by their Speaker and Clerk. 


The other officers of the House of Representatives, 
The Sergeant-at-arms of the Senate. 


The Senate, preceded by their President and Secre- 
tary. 


The other officers of the Senate. 
The President of the United States, 
The Heads of Departments. 


The Chief Justice and Associate Justices of the 
Supreme Court of the United States awd its officers, 


The Diplomatie Corps. 


The Comptroller:, Auditors, and other Heads of 
Bureaus of the s:verg! Departments.of the 
Government, with their officers. 


Officers of the Army and Navy at the seat of Go. 
vernment. 


The Mayor of Washington. 
Citizens and Strangers, 
On the retura of the members, the House ad- 


journed until to-morrow ai 12 o’cloek. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
i SATURDAY, February 26, 1841. 

The journal of Friday was read and approved. 

On leave given, Mr. MOORE, from the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims, reported, with amendments, the bill from 
the Senate to confirm certain iand claims in Louisiana: which 
was read by its title, and ordered to be printed. i 

Mr. SOLLERS, on leave, presented the memorial of Mrs. 
Ann Maria B. Chew. 

Also, the petition of William Reeder, praying compensati 
for property destroyed bythe British dicing the late meee 

Mr. WARD, from the Committee on the Public Buildings 
and Grounds, made a report upon the petition of Hugh Stewart, 
accompanied by a Dill for his relief: referred to the Committee 
of the Whole. : 


Mr. TILLINGHAST, ‘on leave given, presented resolutions 


of the Legislature of Rhode Island on the subject of the tarify- 


which, on his motion, were referred to the Commitiee on Manu- 

factùtes, and ordered to be printed. ry 
Also, resolations of the same Legislature, in relation to the 

choice of electors for Presidentand Vice Presiden!, recommend. 


` ing the passage of a. law making the time therefor uniform 


throughout-the United States: referred, on motion, of Mr, Tir- 


“LINGHAST, tø the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to 


beprinted. - : - g a 

Mr. ROOSEVELT, on leave given, presented a petition; 
which was referred tothe Committee on the Judiciary, 

Mr. JUNES of Maryland asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to make some’reports from the Committee. on In- 
valid Pensions, (he having been detained from the House: by 
indisposition when the committees were called for reports.) 

No objection being made— . , A fi 

Mr: J. made a report upon the petition of Dennis Dygert, ac- 
companied by a bill for his relief: referred to the Committee of 
the Whole. A N 

Also, a bill for the relief of Jacob Jackson; and a bill for the 
lelief of Jehosaphat Briggs: referred to the Committee of the 
Whole. ; , 

Also, unfavorable reports upon the cases of Abraham Lyon, 
Aden Bartiett, Jacob Wood, Samuel T, Winslow, Wm. Jack- 
son, and Robert Whittel: laid upon the table. 

REPORT ON RETRENCOMENT. 

Mr. SUMMERS rose and inquired of the Speaker. what was 
the regular order of business for the morning hour? Was it 
tie resolution reported from the Committee on the Contingent 
expenses of the House? 

The SPEAKER replied that it was- 

And the House resumed the ‘consideration of the unfinished 
business of the morning hour, being the first of the series of 
resolutions reported by the Select Committee on the contin- 
gent expenses of the House of Representatives in the follow» 
ing words: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of. the House be, and he is hereby 
authorized to continue in his office the services of the. three as- 
sistant clerks authorized by resolutions adopted by the House 
on the 6th day of March, 1826, and the llth day of October, 
1837, in addition to the six assistant clerks now authorized by 
law, atthe annual salary now received by them, respectively; 
and that he employ no greater number of assistant clerks at 
any time in his office, uuless permiited so to do by an orcer or 
resolution of the House. 

To which reslution Mr, Goron had heretofore moved the 
following modified amendment: . Ji 

“And, in addition thereto, that he be authorized to continue 
the two assistant clerks now employed in his office, and who 
have been employed therein since 1838.” 

A brief conversation followed between the SPEAKER and 
Mr SUMMERS asto whether any gentleman was entitied to 
the ficor, > 

When Mr. SUMMERS, after a few remarks, in which he exe 
pressed the opinion that the resolution had been discussed as 
loug as it contd profitably occupy the attention of the House, 
moved the previous question. 

Mr. GAMBLE moved a call of the House; which motion was 
carried. 

The SPEAKER, inreply to inquiries of Messrs. HOPKINS 
and RANDOLPH, said the previous question applied only to 
the first resolution and amendment. 

The roll was then called, and 154 members answered to their 
names, 

And the names ofabsentees having been called, 165 members 
appeared to be present; after which 

Oo motion of Mr. GAMBLE, fall further proceedings on the 
call were suspended. 

And the question then recurring on the demand for the pre- 
vious question, there was a second, 

And the main question (being first onthe amendment of Mr. 
Goron) was ordered to be taken. ; 

After a brief conversation, Mr. GORDON again modified 
his amendment, so as to insert the words "at a salary of 
$1,200.” 

Mr. W. W., IRWIN inquired of the Speaker what the pre- 
sent salary was? x 

The SPEAKER. Fifteen hundred dollars. 2 

Mr. IRWIN. Then the amendment reduces the salary #300 
per annum. 

Mr. SUMMERS asked the yeas and nays on the modified 
amendment; which were ordered. 

And the main question (being firston the modified amend- 
ment of Mr, Gorpon) was then taken and decided inthe nega- 
tive—yeas 20, nays 144. 

So the amendment, as modified, was rejected. 

And the question recurring on the adoption of the resolu: 
tion~— i 
4 ri “WARD asked the yeas and nays; which were ` or- 

ered, . 

Mr. ADAMS asked a division of the question in the manner 
hereinafter named; which was ordered. 

Mr. WARD desired to be informed by the Speaker whether, 
if the first part of the resolution was adopted, it deprived the 
Clerk of the services of two additional clerks? 9 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman must judge of the phrase- 
ology for himseif, 

Mr. WARD (by general consent) withdrew the‘cail for the 
yeas and nays on the first part of the resolution. 7 

And the question- was then taken on the first division of the 
rerolutien, (demanded by Mr. Apams,) which is in the words 

‘Ollowing: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be, 2nd he is hereby, 
authorized to continue in his ofice the services of the three as- 
sistant Clerks authorized by olntions adopted by the House 
on the 6th dav of March, 1826, and the 1th. day of October, 
1837, in addition to the six assistant clerks now authorized by 
law, at the annual salary now received by them respectively, 

Andit was decided in the affirmative without a division, 

So the first branch of the resolution was adapted. 

And the question recurring on the second and last branch of 
the resolution, which is in the following words: 


“And that he employ no greater number of assistant clerksat 
any time in his office, unless permitted so to do by an order or 
resolution of the House?’—~ 


Mr. SUMMERS asked the yeas and nays; which were or- 
dered, and being taken were—yeas 146, nays 16, 

Sv the second division of the resolution was adopted. 

[A message in writing was received from the President of the 


United States by.the hands of Jonn TYLER, jr. esq. his Private 
Secretary.] 

The second resolution of the committee coming up in the fol- 
lowing: words: 

Resolved, That, in addition to the messenger now authorized 
by law:to be employed by the Clerk, he be authorized to em- 

loy two assistant messengers, at the same compensation al- 

owed ta the. other messengers in the service of the House, and 
oge laborer, ia lieu of the six messengers now employed in said 
office. 

Mr. SUMMERS called for the reading of that portion of the 
report of the committee which bears on this subject; and which 
was read. ` 

Mr. -GIDDINGS here rose and inquired if the morning hour 
had expired. : a : 

The SPEAKER replied in the afirmative. e 

Mr. GIDDINGS then catied for the orders of the day, (being 
the consideration of private business.) y 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the following Execu- ` 
tive communirations: 

NORTHEASTERN BOUNDARY. : 

A message in writing was received from the President of the 
United Staves, by JONN 'TYLER, jr. esq. his private secretary, 
in the following words: i 

Wasurneron, Feb, 26, 1842. 
To the House of Representatives: 

The resolution of the House of Representatives of the 2lst 
instant, requesting the President of the United States to com- 
municate to that body, if not iacompatible with the public in- 
terest, the state of the negotiation hewween the United Staies 
and the Government of Great Britain, in relation to the north- 
eastern boundary of the State-of Maine; and, also, all corre- 
spondence on that, subject between the two Governments not 
hitberto communicated,” has been transmitted to me. Desi- 
rous always to lay beiore Congress and the public every thing 
affecting the state of the country to the fullest extent consistent, 
with propriety and prudence, I have to inform the House of 
Representatives that, in my judgment, no communicasion could 
be.made by me, at this time, on the subject of its resolution, 
wirhout detriment or danger tothe public interests. 

` JOUN TYLER. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Navy, correcting an er- 
roria his report ofthe 17th instant, of the cust of the war 
steamers Mississippi and Msssouri. Referred to the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affuirs. 

A tetter from the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting copies 
of the proceedings of the court-martial for the trial of Captain 
William Bolton, aad of the proceedings of the court of inquiry 
upon whose report the said naval courtmartal was ordered. 
Also, copies of all despatches, letters, aud other documents 
having connection therewith; which letter and proceedings 
were laid on the table. 

A letier from the Secretary of the Treasury, transinitting 
absiracts of the emoluments and expenditures for the year 1841, 
of those officers of the customs who have rendered the state- . 
ments required of them by the 2d section of the act of 2d 
March, 1799, entitled ‘An act ta establish the compensation of 
the officers employed in the collection of the duties on imports 
and tonnage, and tor other purposes.” , 

Also, astatement of the focs received by the same for certi- 
ficates to accompany distilled spirits, wines, and teas, and for 
commission on disbursements as superintendents of light- 
houses and asagents tor marine hospitals, , 

Tho SPEAKER, by general consent, presented a memorial 
from Messrs Blair and Rives in relation to the printing ofthe 
Compendiam ofthe Sixth Census, 

Mr. BRIGGS moved that the memorial be referred tothe 
Committee of Claims. ; 

Mr. McKEON moved its reference to a se'eci cornmittce, 
He said it did got properly belong to any standing committee; 
it involved a controversy as to the printing, and it should be 
referred to a committee that would take the trouble to invest- 
gate the whole subject. Ie did not desire to be a member of 


the committee, but he wished the iuvestigation to be full and 
thorough. , i 

Mr, EVERETT inquiredif this subject bad not already been 
referred to the Committee of Claims, which he conceivedto be 
the appropriate commitiee. RNS i 

Mr. rILLMORE replied that a communication from Blair 
and Bives was referredto the Committee of Ways and Means 
a few days ago, and on his motion that committee waa dis- 
charged from a furiber consideration, and it was referred to the 

mmittee of Claims. 
veer a few words from Mr, BIDLACK and Mr. BRIGGS, 

Mr. CLIFFORD said there was no reason why this memo- 
rialshould take the direction of the Committee of Claims. It 
was a dispuie between two printers: it was not a claim; it was 
a question of right and justice, and it should be referred to some 
committee that had ume to go into a fall investigation. Per- 
haps the mofion of the gentieman from Mew York [Mr Me 

x] wasthe proper one. . $ 
EN a few fords from Mr. KEON, Mr. PIERCE, and 
Mr. FILLMORE ; 
Mr ORNSON MASON thought to some one of the standing 
committees the reference would be appropriately made. 

Mr, GARRETT DAVIS said that if the work was proceeded 
wiih, an unnecessary expense of $69,009 would de incurred; 
and, as the work was in sna condition, that both the presses 
of Blair and Rives and Thomas Allen could be stopped, he | 


moved that they be instructed to desist from all further work | 
on the joo. ; $ , 
Mit DAY Bt ried an amendment to refer thesub- | 


and that natil said committee should 
n jn both Blair and Rives and Thos 
rom any further prosecution of the 
sus question on the mation. 
Mr. Davis te withdraw i me 
i or the previous (usuen i sred to. Mr M. 
non OT areni that this was i dispute bei wean 
two rival primers, as to whioh of thom s the work, but 
m and the of Btate, 
ion. He 
s moved by the genue- 
man from Kemucsy, the House would b come a party tortie 
controversy and thüs give som olor for a claim for damages, 
he therefore hoped that the ¢ Hemar from Kentucky would 


ithdraw bis moion fer instructions, As to the referente, he 
eee eee that it shouid be to the Committee on ines, i 
Mr. DAVIS declined withdrawing the instructions, He did 
not think that, by issuing them, the Tlouse would, by any 
means, become & party In the controversy. His object was to 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE: 


protect the-Gavermment from the claims of two diffzrent print- 
ers fur doing the same work; and it was for the purpose of pre- 
venting this double experiliture that he wished the instructions 
to be passed; and when the committee decided which of the:par- 
ties was entitled to the work, he was for withholding compensa- 
tion. from the other. pated 

Mr. CUSHING observed that-the work was done under the 
authority of an-act of Congress, and the House could not, by its 
instructions, set aside that act. The work had been executed 
by one of the parties, ieder the diréctions of the Secretary of 


Sate, in pursuance of law; and the question now was, which of | 


the printers should be paii fur it. This being the only ques- 
tion, hethonght the reference should be to the Committee of 
Claims. i SE 

Mr. WIELIAMS of Maryland called for the reading of the 
memorial; which was read. i 

Mr. CARUTRERS desired to be informed by the Speaker 
whether Messrs. Blair and Rives had not completed their work, 
and whether it was not pow on the tables of the memb 

The SPEAKER. The memorial statesthat it is completed. 

Mr.G. DAVIS. FJ am informed that neither of the offices 
have commeted the work. 

The question recurring on the instructions of Mr. Davis— 

Mr. DAVIS. asked the yeas and nays; which were refused. 

And the quéstion was then taken and decided in the afirma- 
tive—yeas 71, nays 57. 

Mr. MOORE movedareconsi 

On which question the Yote 
rum voting. 

Mr. BRIGGS asked for tellers; 
(Messrs. Briacs and HUBARD.) 

And the question being again taken, Lhe vote stood in favor 
of the reconsijeration, 75; against it, 59. 

So the vote reconsidered. 

And the question recurring on the instructions— ` 

Mr. RAYNER asked the yeas aud nays; which were ordered, 
and, being taken, were-~yeas 90, nays 76, 

So the instrnetions were agreed to. 

And the question recurring on the mation of reference to the 
Committee of Claims, (che motion to refer to a standing com- 
mittee having. by the rules of the House, precedence overa 
motion to refer 10 a select commitiee)— 

Mr. MCKEON, by unanimous consent, submitted a resolu- 
tion by way of amendment to the motion of reference, empow- 
ering the committee to Whom the memorial might be referred 
to send for persons and papers. 

And the memorial, by yeas 79, nays 71, was then referred to 
the Committee of Claims, with the above-named instructions 
and powers. 

Mr. GYDDINGS moved that the House go into Committee of 


Geration of the vote. ~ 
ivod—ayes 73, noes 46—no quo- 


and they were ordered, 


-the Whole on the private calendar, 


(Cries of “O no, no; itisteo late; adjourn ”] 

The SPRAKER said there was a bill on his table on the 
question of engrossment, of which probably the House would 

ispese. 

The bill for the relief of John Barnes thus coming up on its 
engrossment, it was debated by Mr. R- OSEVELT in oppo- 
sition, and Mr. COWEN ia explanation, 

Mr. ROOSEVELT moved to recommitthe bill to the Com- 
mittee of Claims, with iastructiong to request the opinion of 
the Attorney General of the United States thereon, 

Mr. HOPKINS advocated, and Messis. EVERETT and 
ADAMS opposed the motoin. * 7 

Mr. ROOSEVELT then withdrew the motion for the instruc- 
tions, 

Me HOPKINS moved tho reference to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

tr, COWEN advocated and Mr, BARNARD opposed the 
Latter motion of refereace. a 

My. GIDDINGS suggested that the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary shoulii be instructed to confine their investigations simpiy 
tothe legal question involved. . 

And the gnestion was taken, and the bil was referred to the 
Committee on the Fiiciary. 

Nr. GIDDINGS. moved that the House resolve itself 
into Commitiec of the Whole for the consideration of private 
pills ` 

Mr. MALLORY moved that the House adjourn. 

Which motion prevaiiing, 

The House adjourned. 


announced the fol- 
t ta ba added to 


The PRESID 
lowing as the Cora 
the standing ca i 
man, Mr. GRA 


Sis: Having i 
that on this day 


to 


a memhe 


r 


IN PIERCE. 
Jion. Sanver L. Sorraanp, President of che United States 
Senate. 
On motion of Mr. KING, the letter was ordered to be entered 


onthe Journal. F g . i 
Mr. TAPPAN moved that noticeof the resignation be given 


by. the President of the Senate to. the Exécative of Ne 
shire. : eee vee eit 
buthe:: 


Mr. WOODBURY had no objection: to this:course, 

did not think it necessary, under the circumstances Of the case, | 
as he had understood ‘that the.successor of Mr. PIERGE Wi ad i 
be here either to-day or to-morrow. |” ye ae 

Mr. TAPPAN insisied’ that the correct course ‘was to-¢ 
municate the fact to the Executive of New Hampshire. i Suosi 

The quesiion was then taken upọn -his motion; and it was 
agreed to. X ESE 

Mr. belt aT preaonted a petition from Rachel: Morey; ” 
praying a pension under the pension law of 1813:. referre 
Ble on Pensions. P Pe Toren 

„Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from the nty @ 
city of Philadelphia, represented to be signed end 
asking Congress to provide such a tariffof dutigs’as will give _ 
protection and sustenance to the iron manufactures of the 
country: referred tothe Committee on Manufactures, : 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of 4. H. Evans, asking the 
confirmation ofa privaie land claim: referred to ihe Committee 
on Private Land Claims. X i 

_ Also presented the petition of B. McKown, asking compensa 
tien forhis services rendered to the United States in. the con- 
struction of ceriain public buildings in Pittsburgh: referred to 
the Cammiitee on Claims. : 

Mr, HENDERSON presented the résolutions from the Legis- 
lature of Mississippi, asking a speedy settlement of thé claims, 
upon priscciples of justice and equity, to the land ceded under. 
the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek: referred to the Committee 
on Indian Affiirs. ` : 

Also, from citizens of Mississippi, against the repeal.or post» 
ponement of the Bankrupt law. ERA 

Mr. KERR presented the petition of Sally. Ann Niles, widow 
of the late Hezekiah Niles, editor of the. Regisier, asking the 
aid of Congress in the disposal of a number of copies of Niles’s 
Register, on hand. Mr. K. made some remarks on thé utility 
of the work, and on the propriety of Congress making a pur- 
chasè of a sufficient nnmber of capies for the use of the stand.” 
ing committees, and the Departments of the Government, as . 
reference books. He moved that the memorial be.referred to” 
the Committee on the Library, with the view of making an in- 
quiry into the matter. , ý 

Mr. TAP PAN remarked thatthe subject had been previously: 
referred to the Library Committee, and was reported against, 
The committee deemed the purchase of any further copies un- 
necessary, After some conversational remarks, the mémorial 
was referret to the Liprary Committe, 

Mr. WALKER presented a memorial from citizens of Mise 
sissinpi, remonstraung against any repeal or postponement of 
the Bankrupt law. i 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented numerous memorials from the 
counties of Lebanon, Chester, Lancaster, and Bedford, Penn: 
sylvania, representing that the iron manufacturers cannot tx.” 
ist under the protection now afforded by the tariff, and praying: 
that the daticsof 1839 on that article may be restored: referres 
tothe Committee on Manufactures. i 1 
- Mr. BAYARD presented the memorial of certain watchmén 
in the Executive Departments, asking that they may be allowed 
the eame per centum that was allowed by law to the clerksand 
messengers in the Executive Deparimoms in 1627, in conses, 
quence of the depreciation in the currency; which was referred 
to the Committee on Claims, i 

Mr. PORTER presented a petition from citizengof Michigan 
iv relation to a mail route: referred to the Committee on the 
Post On ice and Post Roads, it a 

Mr, GRAIEAM, from the Committee on Claims, reported 
back to the Senate, without amendment, and with a teto: 
mendation that they do pass, House bills for the relief of Lieut. 
Joho L. Cline and Prancis G, MeCanly. es 

Mr. GRAHAM, from the Committees on Pensions, made an 
unfavorable reporton the claim of Enoch Vearboro, fora pen-, 


sion. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana, from the Committee on Pablic 
Lands, made an unfavorable report on the petition of Joseph 
Roby, for permission to locate a floating Indian reservation 
which was ordored to Jie on the table, and be printed.” fake 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, 
made adverse reports on the claims of the heirs of Capt. Robeit 
W hite for commutation pay; and the executors of John Spotte- 
wood; which were ordered to Jie on the table, and be printed. 

Mc. WRIGHT, trom the Committee on Ciaims, made an ad- 
verse report en the petition of Livicton D, Teackie of Mary. 
jand, fara s ment of his accounrs. 

SS offered the following resolution, which wa ~ 

sieved and adopted: ` 

Resolved, That tie Committes on Commerce be instructed 

to impure into the expediency of a thorizing the appointment 

ofan additional number of inspectors or the customs beyond, 
í etof Vermont, 


? 


ts of Geor 
fiom Mo 
as, ì 
stilted to. 

time, and engrogs:: 
iod of the day, 


s the 


to New Ors 
the Posgimas- 


ke to Hing g 
e, sald Wh 
sreada fi 


ed for a third rea 
read athird 3 
embered, that, ‘several 
ate, whish was. suh- 
om New Humpshirs, on the subject of 
ai ihe New York custom-house, 
“fr. APs) instance. Tt had been 
edis ap during the ast week, but 
elf, He now moved that the re- 
mended as he should propose, and” 
2 no doubt. would he acquiesced In by” 
Vif he wag in bie place in the Senate. 
n was under consideration before, it had 
ion from hissile of the Senate, except upon 
nd that it did not propose an inguiry extended cnouglf, 
solution of Mr, Prance was then taken up and read as 


he taken up, arn 
l 


eee That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
communitate to the Senate.a copy of any comm ission or other 
authority issued forthe purpose of investigating the affairs of 
the New York custony-heuse. and the law under which the 
same issued. Also copies oF ali letters or other documents ace 
companying the said cominissions; that he furnish the names 
of the commissioners, the Gines when they respectively entered 
upon their duties, and where said duties were performed, and 
how long they continued, or are expected to continue; and aisg 


‘state the ether the commissioners first: appointed made 
a report, either Verbally or in writing, and if so, why ithasnot 
been made, and the reasons set forth by said commissioners, or 
any and which of them, for the appointment of a new com- 
mission; that'he also. report in detail the expenses (with copies 


of the vouchers) that have, directly or indirectly, arisen in the |t 
3 Y, 


execution of said commission, the dames ofalt -parties employ. 
ed;and how employed, and the allowance miade to each, in- 
cluding all items of incidental expenses, and from what fund 
such expenses were paid. Also, the: number and names of 
witnesses examined by the commissioners, whether the’ com- 
mission ‘still continues, and which of the .commiissioners are 


still acting thereunder, and who are now employed by them.” 
30. to ‘report copies of all letters “or communications ` 


And als i Te 

made to.or from the Treasury Department, or on file there, in 
régard to of in any manner affecting the: course of procéeding 
by said-commissioners, or the acts alleged to have been done 
by them or any of.the persons in their employ. i 

Mr. MANGUM submitted an amendment to come in atthe 
end, which ‘was read as follows: 

“And particularly any order, letter, or other communcation 
indicating what period in the custom-house service was to be 
investigated. -Whethér including both the late and present Ad- 
ministrations of that branch of the public service, and all the 
orders upon the subject. Whethet any order, communication, 
or other intimation countermanding a thorough investigation of 
the present administration of that branctrof the service, or in 
any way giving or indicating a direction to the investigation 
proposed; has been given to said commissioners, or any of them; 
and if so, to furnish the Senate with auch orders, Correspon- 
dence, and the report, letters, or communications, from said 
commissioners or any one or more ofthem to the President or 
Secretary of the Treasury, and the replies or orders consequent 
thereon, to the said commissioneis or either of them, touching 
or in regard tosaid investigation ar the scope of it.” 

Mr: WOODBURY Stated he had conversed with the mover 
of the resolution before he left the city, and he had expressed 


himself in favor of the amendment.of the Senator from North . 


Carolina. i ~ 
Tae amendment, and the resolution as‘amended, were agreed 


to. ats P 

Mr: MERRICK moved to take up the joint. resolution sub- 
mitiéd:some days since, to the effect that “no amendment 
which proposes to appropriate money not-called for by some 
preexisting law shall be made in either Mouse to any general 
appropriation. bill”? g 

The motion to take up being agreed to— 

An amendment was offered by Mr. MANGUM, to the 
oneer that it do not apply to the persons employed by either 

ouse, 

Me. KING was opposed to the amendment. He thoughtthe 
object of the resolution wasa good one; and thought no excep- 
tion should be made, but that all objects not provided for by 
existing laws should be excluded from the appropriation bills, 

The amendment of Mr. Maney was agreed to. 

Mr. SEVIER was opposed to tying up the hands of the Se- 
nate, and argacd that there might be some matters necessary to 
be-provided for, at the last hours of the session, not foreseen; 
and if the resolution be passed, it would be impossible to have 
any action on them. Ne demanded.the yeas.and nays on the 
resolution, which were ordered. , 

After some remarks from Messrs, MERRICK, LINN, KING 
and MANGUM, it was, at the suggestion of Mr. EVANS, laid 
over until to-morrow —Mr. J3. intimating that he had anamend- 
ment to ofer. : 

Mr. KERR asked to take up the bill from the Mouse relat: 
ing tothe District banks, enjoining upon the Senate the neces- 
nity of immediate action. 

fr, SEVIER moved to proceed to the orders of the day. 

The orders of the day brought up Mr. Cray's resolutions to 

ameodthe Constitution. 
"Mr. CALHOUN being entitled to the floor, addressed the So- 
nate for nearly an hour and a half, ina strain of argument so 
close and logical that every sentence was in itselfan aphorism 
not susceptible of further condensation, and yet ad dependent 
on that which preceded and tnat which followed, tha: no suc- 
cessful attempt at a synopsis can be made. We are, therefor, 
obliged, in justice to Mr. ©. to refrain from even any thing like 
an extended skerch of his arguments. Ina day or two we shall 
Jay before out readers a careful report of the whole speech. 
The grounds taken by Mr. C. were cntirely new; and the man- 
nerin which be presonted his views was at once striking, pow- 
erful and conclusive. He first analyzed the assumptioa on 
which the mover of the resolutions {Mr. Cray] mainly relied, 


that the numerical majority of the people of this Confederacy | 


“had a right torule; and demonstrated, from the very elements 
ofthe Union itself, thatit was to guard agairst such a result in 
the General Government, that the Constitution was framed with 
go many checks and balances. He next demonstrated, fromthe 
component principles of the Constitution, and fromthe known 
aims and objects of those who constructed it, that the design was 
to form a Republican Democracy, in the management of which 
the whole popular will—and ifthe whole could not he concen 
trated, as nearly as practicable the whole—should covern the 
people themselves. He proved that the convention was a con- 
vention of States; that the Constitution was constructed for all, 
and not for a numerical majority of the people of the States 
collectively; and that it consisted of the best contrivances 
which human wisdor ingenuity could invent to obtain in 
Government the ex pressien ofthe popular will as fully and ef- 
fectually asit couidhbe obtained And in proof ofthis, assuming 
that the House of Representatives was the popular branch of 
Congress, (he majority of which represented a numerical majori- 
ty of the whole people, he asked, was not the representation in 
the Senate ofa contrary nature, fourteen small States notori- 
ously representing a numerical minorky, and yet controlling 
that body, and possessi much power in legistation as the 
House of Representatives. and more in executive business, as 
ils assent was requisite to sanction some of the most important 
functions of the Mxeoulive; thus producing, by the Union of the 
numerical majority, through the representatives of one House, 
and the numerical minority through the State representatives in 
the other, the nearest possible appro. iingtion to au expression of 
the whole popular will, But the fram »f the Constitution, 
as ifafraid that even this contrivance wi not insure, ag com- 
pletely as Rhev wished and designed, the Government of the 
whole people by themselves, and not by a numerical majority, 
the veto power was placed in the hands of the Executive, who 
ienecessarily obliged to act under circumstances and influences 
“almost amounting toa control, preventing the possibility of his 
“using it in any other way than asa check to arrest any depar- 


tare in legislation from the spirit of the Constitution. From-all 
- this he deduced that ‘these who urged the abridgment of the 


veto power, and urged in favor of the right of a numerical ma- 
jority of the people of a confederation of separate sovereignties, 


“were deluded by false theories; and were acting under an en.” 


tire misconception of the nature of our Government, and the in- 
tentions, objects, and aims of those great and wise patriots 
whose study and solicitude to obtain the self-government of 
the people; were evidenced in every step they took to reach the 
goal. 2 Ki 

Mr. 
of the ablest, most luminous, and unanswerable, ever delivered 
on the nature of this Government. We noticed, at its conclu- 
sion, that he was warmly congratulated by both friends and op- 
ponents, indiscriminately; all concurring in eulogy on the pro- 
found, statesmanlike, and comprehensive knowledge displayed 
in his remarks, not only of the origin of the Constitution, but 
the genius and true theory of our ‘institutions. 

Mr. CLAY said that as a friend near him wanted to address 
the Senate, and as he himself wished to speak for an hour and 
a half upon the subject. le would move that the orders of the 
day be postponed until Friday next; and 

The question being taken, the motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Cray’s resolutions on the subjects of retrenchment, re- 
form, tariff, the compromise act, and revenue to meet expendi- 
tures, &c, were made the orders of the day for to-morrow, 

THE DISTRICT BANK BILL, 

Mr. KERR briefly urged the necessity of immediate action 
upon the bill to suspend the operation of so much of the act to 
revive and extend the charters of certain banks in the District 
of Columbia, as inhibits them from paying out or lending out 
the notes of anny suspended bank, or any papercurrency what- 
ever which is not equivalent to gold and silver, 

Mr. BAYARD said that, unless the bill should be passed, the 
banks could not receive or day out even Treasury notes. 

After a few remarks by Messrs, ALLEN, BAYARD, MORE- 
HEAD, LINN, and BUCHANAN, the bill was made the order 
of theday for Thursday next. : 

On. motion of Mr. SEVIER, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monnay, February 28, 1812. 

The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. 

The SPEAKER announced the regular order of business to 
be the call of the States for petitions and memorials. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved thatthe Wouse resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, for the 
pnrpose of resuming the consideration of the appropriation 

ills. 

[Ovdinarily, a motion to suspend the regular order of basi- 
ness requires a vote of two-thirds; but under the following rule, 
adopted June 1, J840, a motion to suspead the rule for the pur- 
nose of going into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union reqnires only a vote of a majority: 

Resolved, Thet so much of the 127th rule of the House as 
isin the following words, to wit: “Nor shall any rulebe sns- 
pended except by a vote of at least two-thirds of the members 
present,” be, and hereby is, so far rescinded and changed that 
the Ifouse may, atany time, by a vote of a majority of the 
members present, suspend the rules and orders of the House, 
for the purposé of going into Committee-of the Whole on the 
siate of the Union.) 

After a brief conversation between Mr. ANDREWS of Ken- 
tucky and the SPEAKER— 

Mr. A. asked the yeasand nays on the motion of Mr. Fru 
Mors; which were ordered, and, being taken, the motion was 
negatived. 

So the House refnsed to suspend the rules for the purnose of 
going into Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr, McCLELLAN of New York asked leave to introduce at 
this time Use following resolution: 

atesolved, Vhat the Secretary of War be requested to re. 
poart to this House whether General Winfield Scott bas been 
allowed extra compensation, in addition to his ful pay and 
emoluments of ofice as a Major General of the Army of the 
United States. for services rendered in the year 1838 in the re. 
moval of the Cherazec nation of Indians; and, ifextra compen- 
sation has been allowed, to report the amount thereof, and by 
what law or authority the same wasgranted. And that he be 
further yequested ta report the time when said claim for exura 
compensation was first presented to the War Department, and 
what action has been had thereon by any of his predecessors; 
and that he reportto this House all the documents remaining 
in bis Department in relation thereto, z 

Objection being made— 

Mr. McCLELLAN: moved that the rules of the House be 
Anepended for the purpose of receiving and considering the re- 
solution, ~ 

Mr. BREWSTER asked the yeas 
fused. 

And tbe question “Shall the rules be suspended?’ wastaken 
and decided inthe aflirmative: Ayes 98, noes 45, 

So the rules were suspended, š 

Mr. W. B. CAMPBELL moved to amend the resolution by 
adding thereto the words: 

“And also all other cases of extra allowances made to other 
officers of the Army since 1829,” 

Me. McOLELLAN (being asked) declined to accent this form 
of amendment asa modification of his own proposition. 

Mr. GIDDINGS moved to amend the amendment by adding 
thereto “a cail for the amonnt paid for slaves under the last 
flase of the 10:h article ofthe treaty with Spain of 1819 since 

836.” 

Mr. McCLELLAN moved the previous question, 

Mv. GENTRY inquired of the Speaker whether the previous 
question cut cffthe amendment? 

The SPEAKER. Not under the existing rule, 
Fouse to a direct vete on the amendment. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia, made aremark not heard by the 
Reporter. 

Mr. CARUTHERS inquire? of the Speaker whether the 
amendment of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Giwpryes] was 
in order? : 

The SPEAKER. In the judgment of the Chair there is no 
sort of connection or congruity between the amendment of the 
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Gippixes} and the amendment of 
the gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr. CAMPBELL] or the origi- 
nal proposition. = 


Mr. HOLMES said there could be no congruity, unless the 


and nays; which were re- 


it brings the 


Ca woun’s speech on this occasion is justly esteemed one 


“ordered te be now taken. 


gentleman from Ohio. intended to place slaves and officers of the 
army on the same fooung. [Laughter.] ae ; 

The amendment of Mr. Gipp:nes Was ‘declared tobe out of 
order. $ 2 f 
- And the question recurring on the demand for the previous 

uestion— : x 

Mr. MERIWETHER moved that the whole subject be laid 
on the table; but immediately withdrew the motion. 

And the question again recurring on the demand for the pre- 
vious question— ` > A 
There wasa second. ‘ 

And the main question (befng first un the amendment) waa 


Mr, BOTTS suggested to Mr. CAMPBELL so to modify his 
amendmentas tostrike out the words “since 1829,” that the in- 
quiry might go back, and that it fright’ be. seen what extra al- 
lowances had been paid at any time. : 

Mr. CAMPBELL said he was willing to do so, and let the in» 
quiry standas a broad and general one. ` 

Mr. BOTTS. Yes; let it include all cases, General Jack- 
son’s among the rest, i 

The amendment was then so modified asto read— 3 

“And also all other cases of extra allowances made to other 
officers of the army.” Move . 

Mr. UNDERWOOD (addressing the Chair) desired. to be in- 
formed how long it would take to get this information? š 

The SPEAKER. [Itis impossible for the Chair to answer. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON of Tennessee wished to make a sug- 
gestion to his colleague, By so modifying his amendment 
as to embrace all extra pay to the army from the com. 
mencement of the Government, he would defeat the object of 
the resolution, by making it impossible te answer during the 
present session. He hoped, therefore, he would let his amend- 
ment remain as it was, calling only for the éxtra allowances 
since 1829, 

Mr. ARNOLD objected to this conversation as being all out 
of order, the previous question having been called, 

Mr. W.C. JOHNSON asked the yeas and nays on the amend- 
ment, which.were ordered, 7 : 

Mr. BARNARD called for the reading of the amendment, 
which was read. k 

Mr. B. also desired to make a suggestion. 7 

The SPEAKER said it was not in order, the previous ques. 
tion having been called. ` 

And the question was then taken on the amendment as modj- 
fied, and decided in the negative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. ‘Allen, T. W. Andrews, Arnold, Babcock, 
Baker, Barton, Beeson, Bidlack, Blair, Boardman, Borden, 
Bous, Briggs, Bronson, M. Brown, Burnell, Wm. Butler, Wm. 
B. Campbell, T. J. Campbell, Caruthers, Cary, Chittendeu, 
Joba C. Clark, James Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, 
Deberry, Fornance, Gamble, Gates, Gentry, Goggin, P, G. 
Goode, Graham, Green, Habersham, Henry, Hunter, 
Hunt, Jack, James, Wiiliam Cost Johnson, Keim, Lane, Linn, 
Thomas F. Marshall, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, 
Maxwell, Meriwether, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Osborne, Ows. 
ley, Pendleton, Pope, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, Randolph, 
Ridgway, W. Russell, Simonton, Stokely, Stratton, John T, 
Stuart, Summers, Sweney, Taliaferro, Richard W, Thompson, 
Tillinghast, Tomlinson, Van Rensselaer, Warren, Washington, 
Westbrook, Thos. W. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, 
Joseph L. Williams—81. 2 2 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, 8. J. Andrews, Atherton, Barnard, 
Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Brockway, A. V. Brown, Burke 
Wm. O. Butler, G. W. Caldwell, Patrick C, Caldwell, Cal- 
houn, John Campbell, Casey, Chapman, Childs, Clifford, Clin- 
ton, Coles, Mark A. Cooper, Cross, Cushing, Daniel, Garrett 
Davis, Richard D. Davis, Dawson, Dean, Doan, Doig, Eastman, 
Joba ©. Edwards, Egbert, Fillmore, Join G.Floyd, Charles A. 
Floyd, Thomas F, Foster, Gerry, Giddings, Gordon, Granger, 
Gwin, Hall, Harris, John Hastings, Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, 
Houck, Houston, Howard, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ine 
gersoll, William W. Irwin, Cave Johnson, John P. Kennedy, 
Andrew Kennedy, Lewis, Littlefield, Lowell, Abraham McClel. 
lan, Robert McClellan, McKeon, Mallory, A. Marshall, Ma- 
thews, Maynard, Medill, Miller, Newhard, Oliver, Parmenter, 
Partridge, Pickens, Plumer, Alexander Randall, Rayner, 
Reding, Rogers, Roosevelt, J, M. Kussell, Saunders, Shaw, 
Shepperd, Wiliam Smith, Snyder, Steenrod, Alex. H. H 
Stuait, John B. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Triplett. Tur. 
ney, Underwood, Wallace, Watterson, Edward D. White, 
James W. Williams, Winthrop, and Augustus Young—101, 

So the amendment was rejected. 

And the question recurring onthe adoption of the resolu. 
tion— 

Mr. J. G. FLOYD asked the yeas and nays; which were or. 
dered and taken. and, (after some irregular conversation) 
the vote was announced as follows: 

YEAS—Messts. Adams, Allen, Landaf W. Andrews 
Sherlock J, Andrews, Atherton, Beeson, Bidlack, Borden i Botts, 
Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Briggs, Bronson, Aaron V, Brown, 
Milton Brown, Burke, William Butler, William O.. Butler, 
Green W, Caldwell, Patrick ©. Caldwell, Calhoun, Wiliam 
B. Campbell, Thomas J, Campbell, Caruthers, Cary, Ca. 
sey, Chapman, Chittenden, John C. Clark, Clifford, Ciinton, 
Coles, Colquitt, Mark A, Cooper, Cowen, Cross, {Cushing, 
Daniel, Garrett Davis, Richard Ð, Davis, Dawson, Dean, 
Deberry, Daan, Doig, Eastman, John O, Edwards, Fillmore, 
John G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, Thomas F 
Foster, Gamble, Gates, Gentry, Gerry, Giddings, Gilmer 
Goggin, Patrick G, Goode, Gordon, Graham, Granger; Green’ 
Habersham, IaH, Harris, John Hastings, Hays, Henry, Hop: 
Kins, Houck, Hoaston, Hunter, Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll 
Joseph R, Ingersoll, Williarm W. Irwin, Jack, Cave Johnson, 
Keim, Andrew Kennedy, John P. Kennedy, Lane, Lewis 
Linn, Litdefield, Lowell, Abraham McClellan, Robert Me. 
Clellan, McKay, McKeon, Mallory, Alfred Marshall, Mathiot 
Mathews, ‘Mattocks, Maxwell, “Maynard, Medill, Miller 
Moore? Morgan, Morris, Newhard, Owsley, Parmenter, 
Partridge, Pendleton, Pickens, Plumer. Pope, Ramsey, Ben. 
jamin Randall, Alexander Randall, Randolph, Ridgway, 
Riggs, Rogers, Roosevelt, William Russell, James M, Rus: 
sell. Saltonstall, Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, Simonton 
William Smith, Snyder, Lewis Steenrod, Stokely, Strat! 
ton, Alexander If. H. Stuart, !John T, Stuart, Summers 
Sweney, Taliaferro, John B. Thompson, Richd W, Thomp. 
son, Jacob Thompson. Tillinghast, Triplett, Turney, Under- 
wood, Van Buren, Wallace, Ward, Warren, Washington 
Watterson, Westbrook, Thus. W, Williams, James W Wil 
liams, Joseph L. Williams, and Wise—i55. 

NAYS~Mesers, Arnold, Baker ,Barnard, Barton; Blair, 


Boardman, Burnell, Childs, James Cooper, Cranston, How- 
ard,, James, W. C. Johnson, Thos. F, Marshall, Samson Ma- 
son, Meriwether, Osborne; Tomlinsoa, Van Rensselaer, Ed- 
ward D. White, Christopher H.. Williams, Winthrop, and 
Augustus Young—23. . 

- Se. the resolution was adopted, g ` 

“Mr. W. B. CAMBELL moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolution had been adopted, for the purpose of of- 
fering the following amendment to the resolution: 

Resolved, Vhatthe Secretary of War report to this House 
the names ofsuch officers of the’ War Department and of the 
Army, including Paymasters and Governors of Territories, who 
have received extra allowance since the 3d of March, 1825; the 
time when received, the amou.st of the exira allowance paid to 
each, the service fer which theextra allowance was claimed, 
and the authority under which it was made. 

Mr. WISE suggested that probably this amondment itself 
was notextensive enough. He was informed that there was 

` information on the files of the War Department which showed 
that not only officers of the Army, but some who had been 
hitherto, and probebly now were, higher than officers of the 
Army, had been receiving double pay for the same service. He 
would mention one case of which he had been isfortned, 
though he did not know whether the fact was so or not. The 
Headofthe War Department himself, Mr W. was informed, 
at onetime received two salaries ai once from the Government. 
He would mention the case of Secretary Buller. While that 
gentleman was Acting Secretary of War, he received compen- 
sation not only as Secretary of War, butas Attorney General; 
and probaoly, owing to that example, other officers under that 
Department had heen induced to take a little more than’ the 
Jaw allowed. Whether this was true or not, he did. not know. 
The inquiry ought to embrace all the officers of the War De- 
partment, and not only prior to 1835, but since.. Congress’ 
should have this information fully developed. This single call, 
he believed, would enlighten Congress, and especially the 
friends of economy and reform, more on those subjects than 
any other, He hoped that the resolution would be so modified 
as to strike ont “officers of the Army,” and let it be made to 
apply toall officers. 

Mr. W, C. JOHNSON briefly advocated the motion to re- 
consider; because he was desirous, he said, that Congress 
should be possessed of all the facts in relation to the past expen- 
ditures and extra allowances. Congress was not to Judge from 
one isolated case, where every branch and ramification of the 
Government presented files of them for years past. It ought to 
be seen whether this particular case was sustained by past ex- 
amples, or by the laws ofthe land, : 

Mr. BOWNE isquired of the Speaker if this debate was in 


order. 

The SPEAKER reminded the gentleman that, on a former 

occasion, the Chair kad decided that, when the previous ques- 
tion had been called, it applied to a question of reconsideration. 
The House had overruled that decision, and had decided that 
the previous question applied only to the main question, and, 
having been applied to it, was exhausted, 
. Mr. W. C. JOLINSON explained that he merely wished 
the scope of the inquiry ealarged, that the course of Congress 
might be directed wisely and judiciously on this subject, and 
that they might act with ail the information and facts before 
them. 

Mr. ADAMS said he did not see that there was any necessity 
to reconsider this vote with a view to passing this additional 
resolution. This additional resolution might be offered and 
stand on its own merits, without reconsidering the vote. He 
hoped they would not reconsider, because so much was gained; 
they had got cone resolution adopted, and they would bave that 
much infurmation. Ile had no sort of objection to the proposi- 
tion now made, by itself. What he wasatraid of was, that if 
they reconsidered they would come into the general question of 
what extra allowances had been made to aH the officers. of this 
Government, civil and military, for sixty years. ‘This appeared 
to him to be to drown the whole; to lose entirely all view of the 
question of this particuiar case. He had no coubt that this re. 
solution, as passed, would be answered s; Ife had no 
objection, then, to extending tie inquiry as far as the Mouse 
pleased, but he saw no neceasit for reconsidering the vote. 

Mr. COOPER of Pennsy! hope, he said, that the mo- 
tion to reconsider would be carried, The resolution, as itnow 
stood, was an attack ou the character of Ger 
to see all the informatio templated by the proposition of 
the gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr. CAmPBELL.] Let all the 
facts come out together, and let it be seen what cxtra akow- 
ances had been made to Gen. Jackson and others, as well as in 
particular case. Tet the resolution embraced the whole sub- 
ject, and not be aimed ata particular individual, and then he 
should have no objeciion toit, The resolution, he had no doubt, 
would show this House where to Jay its finger on extravagance, 
go as to retrench judiciously. 

Mr. WATTERSON moved that the motion to reconsider be 
taid on the table. 

The yeas and nays were asked and refused. . r 

‘And, after a brief conversation, the question on the motion to 
jay on the table the motion to reconsider the vote by which the 
yesolution was adopted, was taken, and decided in the afirma- 
tive, without a division. _ . t 

Sothe métion to reconsider was laid on the tabte, ae 

Mr. BOTTS (no objection being made) oflered the folowing 

solution: z Z 
Te alba That the Secretary of War be directed to report 
this House all cases in which extra compensation has hereto- 
fore been allowed to ether officers of the army for services 
similar to those vendered by Gen, Scott, for which he is said 
to have received ex! Towance. ` 

Mr. W. B. CAMPBELL moved to amend the reselution by 
siriking out all after the “Resolved,” and inserting the 
following: 


“That the Secretary of W 
such officers of the War Dey nt, O 
paymasters and Governors of Territories, whe hav i 
exira allowance since the 34 of March, the time when 
yeceived; the amount cf the extra allowance pad to each; the 
service for which theextra allowance was claimed, and the au- 
thority under which 1t was made.” : 

à TYS said if the gendeman would strike out from the 
aaa the words “smce the 3d af March, 1825," he would 
aceept the amendment as a modification of his proposition. 
He (Mr. B.) bad examined the law of 1855, and, in his opinion, 
it did not apply to the case. It had no more reference to it than 
49 the ign in the moon, 


report to this House the ħames of 
arument, of ihe Army, inciuding 
a0 have received 


= 


sername rier: sna nnn 
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Mr. CAMPBELL modified his 
the words indicated. 

And Mr. BOTTES accepted the amendment, as thus modified, 
asa modification of bis own proposition, and moved the pre- 


proposition by striking out 


vious question, A ; 

After two or three suggestions of further amendment, none 
of which were accepted, Tee A 

The question on the demand for the previous question was 
taken, and there was a second, sA 

And the main question (being on the adoption of the resolu- 
tion) was ordered, and, being taken— 

The resolution was adopted. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia asked leave to offer a resolution; 
(which ‘was not read.) ` 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN of Pennsyiyania objected—this being pe- 
tition day. g 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

The SPEAKER then commenced the cali for petitions and 
memorials in the reverse order of the States and Territories, 
and they were presented by the following members, and appro- 
priately referred: 

Mr. A. C. DODGE of Towa presented a joint resolution of the 
Counciland House of Representatives of the Territory of Iowa, 
instructing their Delegate in Congress t9 use his influence in 
procuring a confirmation, by an act of Congress, of the pr 
northern boundary line of the half-breed Sac and Fox reser 
tion, in Lee county, Jowa Territory; or, if Congress should 
deem it more proper and expedient, to cbtain asufficient appro- 
priation for the survey of the boundary line of said reservation, 
and the appomtment of a commissioner to carry into effect this 
object. ` ` 

A petition signed by 243 citizens of Johnson county, Iowa 
Territory, representing that the prosperity and growth of Iowa 
City, (the seat of Government of said Yerritory,) and that part 
of the county adjacent to it, are checked and prevented by the 
reservation fram sale of sections Nos. 2, 3, 4, 9, 11, 14 and 15, 
in township No. 79, north of range 6 west; that, instead of said 
lands increasing in value, ¢ igit have been supposed, their 
value is almost daily dimi ghy reason of the alrnast entire 
destruction of the valuable timber growing thereon; and that, 
asa relief for the evils comptained of, they (the petitioners) as 
that the said lands may be immediately offered for sale in the 

jame manner as is provided by law for thesaleof other public 
ands, 

A petition, sig a large nymber of the inhabitants of 
Iowa and Missouri, praying Congress to establish a mail ronte 
from Palmyra via Monticello, Waterjoo, in Missouri, and Keo- 
sanqua, Faifield, Washington, Jowa City, and Edinburgh, to 
Dubuque, in Iowa. 

A peiition, signed by many citizens of Lee county, Iowa Ter- 
ritory, praying Congress to establish a mail route from Fort 
Madison, in Lee county, via Leesburg and Manchester, to Far- 
mington,in Van Buren county, Towa Territory. 

A petition fram citizens of Iowa. praying Congre: 
blish a mail route from Dubuque, via Cascade, F 
hoe. Solon, Iowa Cfiy. Richmond, Washington, Br 
field, Birmingham, and P) 
Buren county, towa ‘Perrity 

A petition from the inhabitaats living alorg the Des Moises 
river, in Towa, representing that they suffer much inconve- 
vienceand loss for want of mail faciliues, and praying Congress 
to establish a mail route from Alexandria, Missouri, via St. 
Francisville, Sweet Home, Farmington, Bonaparie, and Keo- 
sanqua, to lowaville, Iowa Yerrkory, in stages twice a week, 

From inhabitants of Clinton tounty,. Jowa Territory, vepre- 
senting that great isconvenience is experienced by the people 
living in the central counties of Jowa, for want of a mail, which 
shalicross the Mississippi on a direct ronte from Chicago, INi- 
nois, to Iowa City, the capital of Iowa Territory, and praying 
that one may he established from Chieego, Nlinois, via Dixon, 
Sterliegand Albany, in said State, to Camanchee, in the Terri- 
tory offowa, thence via Vandenbargh and Tipton, to Towa City, 
Iowa Tenit 


ss to esta- 
view, ivan- 
ghton, Fair- 
tedeiphia, to Keosanqua, in Van 


y : . 
ens of lenry county, Towa Territory, praying the 
a mail route from Keokuk, the foot of. the 


ia Montrose, West Point, McCarversiown, and 


x 


owa City. 
p: cn and reference of the foregoing peti- 

tions, Mr, De: q ang obtained ibe unanimous consentof 
the Honse to the adoption of the following resolution, to wit: 
Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of State be i 
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Petition of Susan Grati 7. P. B. Gratiott, fer remunera- 
tien for lead mire rer ed by Government 
agents. 


offered the following 
retary of War be instructed to report 
to this House copies of his instruciions {0 the Superintendent of 
the United Siates icad mines jo the State of Hliaoie and ihe Ters 
ritories af Wisconsin and Iowa, in relation to leasing said mines 
and the collection of rents, fron the lessees of the United States 


“Mr. DODGE. on ica ag resolution! 


Resolved, Thai the 


since the 4th of March last, and to inform the House what legal 
proceedings, if any, have been instituted for the collection of 
rents from said mines. ni Pade 
LA message, in writing, was received from the: Presidentiof 
the. United States, by the hands of Jous. Tyner, jr. esq... his 
private Secretary.} ~ 3 ae mA : 
Michigan: By Mr, HOWARD. ERE 
[Mr. Howard presented joint. resolutions :of thé. Legis) 
ture of Michigan, on the subject of militia claims. EU EY, 
Also, a joint resolution from the same Legislature. recoms 
mending an amendment “to the bankrupt -act-to include “mas: 
neyed corporations”? -in its provisions. Shh NS 
Also, the preamble and joint resolutions of the sime Legis» 
lature, recommending. the passage ofan actto“refund’/10 
General! Andrew. Jackson the fine imposed‘on him- by Judge 
Hall at New Orleans, ia March, 1815, for a contempt-of 
court, e Í Bey 
Mr. H. moved to refer the latter resolution to a’ select 
committee of thiee members, with instructions, to report 
thereon. ` eae 
‘The question was taken, and the voie. stood— ayes 50, noes 
37; no quorum. age s 
Mr. STEENROD moveda call of the House; which motion 
was rejected. 
„Mr. STEENROD then moved that the House adjourn. 
à On this motion the yeas. and nays having been asked andor- 
ered— a 
Mr. Sv withdrew the motion. ; s bss 
Mr. MALLORY moved acall of the House; which motion 
was rejected. Nee de 
Mr. HOWARD said he would withdraw -the petition until a 
quorum was present. ‘ By a 
A, pause of several moments succeeding, g 
Mr. MALLORY inquired of the Speaker if there’ was no 
business before the House? ; ‘s 
The SPEAKER replied, that there being no quorum present: 
the House could transact no business; and a call éfithe House 
had just been refused. i a 
Mr. JAMES (with a view of obtaining a quorum) moved 
that the House adjourn; and on this motion called the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered. k d 5 
The question was then taken, and decided in the negatiye: 
Yeas 5, nays 140. ` 
So the House refused to adjourn. x 
Mr. HOWARD then withdrew his motion to refer the said 
resolution, and moved thatit be laidon the table and printed; 
which motion was agreed to.] ' 
Arkaisas: By Mr, CROSS... Fod = 
{Mr. Cross presented the petition of Lonis Evans, praying 
indemnity for losses sustained by Indian depredations;-and 
offered the following resolution, with accompanying pas 
ers. anne fal 
R Resoived, That the Committee on Invalid. Pensions be'in- 
structed to inquite into the expediency of allowing, Russell B, 
Hye, late of the Unhed Bites army, a pension.) ee a 
Mr. C. offered the fullowing resolution. - alge: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land Claims be 
instructed to inquire into the expendiency of reviving the act 
entitled “an act for the relief of John Darlin,” appioved on the 
2q of March 1839, the same having expired within two years 
from the date of its approval, and that the original petition and 
accompany ing testimony relating thereto, be refexced withthe 
resolution to said committee. } K T 
Missouri: Messrs. MILLER and EDWARDS. `: Baas 
[Mr. Miur of Missouri presented the following petitions, 
viz. : : 
he petition and papers oi George W, Dent, late a clerk.in 
the Receiver General’s Office at St. Louis, Missouri, praying 
Congress to pass a law for his relief, indemnifying. him for 
property destroyed hy fire inthe Receiver Generals Office at 
that place, the building having heen destroyed by fire: referred , 
to the Committee of Ciaims. a E 
The petitionof W. T. Rucker, Dabney Finley, and others, 
praying that certain changes be made by law. in’ the Jocation of 
certain post roads therein mentioned and described in Saline 
and Pettis counties. Missouri: geferred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. , à 
m of Joha R. Jackson, Felix G. Burt, and others, 
ablishment ofu post road trom 'Thorp’s Mill post 
i i ho Blaia, Daniel Dear. 
s, to Sonora an the Missouri river: 
the Post Office and Post Roads, 
anahan, of Missouri, praying Con- 
im back pension in consideration 
volutionary Wat: re 
t ry Pensions. | 
tihe petition of A. H. Evans pray? 
i in certain cases: referred 
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services as a 
Lothe Com 
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ing that patents may be 
teihe Committee on Public F 
The p nof Henry Jacoba and others, praying the esta- 
blishment of a semi-weekly post route from Richmond, in Ray 
county, Missouri, by way of P urg, Sparta, and Savannah, 
to Oregon in Holt county, M $ 
The petition of Alfred F- 


u 


erand others, praying the esta- 


ot 


blishment of a post route from Caiedonia, in Washington conn. 
ty, to Van Buren, the county seat of Ripley county, State of 
Missouri. 


By Mr, 
N present 


HOUSTON. i Ten 
1 a petition from a portion ofthe-citi« 
ama and Mississippi, praying the establishment of 
m Russelvilie, in the State of Apian, to Ja- 

„in the State of Mississippi, ¿ “pffice thereon: 
to, in the State of Mississippi, and a post eile! f 
h was referred to the Committe on the Post Office and Post 


j 5 : 
sippi: By Mr. THOMPSON. 
TEOPEON of Mississippi presented the pe 
Gharles J. Valentine, and 52 others. citiz 
cand M ssippi, revon ting agaist any interierence 
PAE ECIN at thissessionof Congress. - Also, peti- 
non of Charles Barnett and 37 others, ci a of Mississippi, 
praying the copfirmation of certain purchases of lang in said 
State] : MARRY. apr 1 REYNOLDS. 
ilinoist By Messrs, CASEY. STUART. and R DS. 
ee aie Messts. HOWARD, CRAVENS, and KEN- 
NEDY. es , AA E 
-[Mr. Kennepy said that he was charged with the petition of 
5 citizens of the State of Indiana, preying an appropriation 
for the completion of the Camberland road through the Wests 


Mr. 3 
vid A. Wilkins, 


. Various argumenis' used by-the' petitioners why. the prayer of 
the “petition shouldbe granted, but. woyld ‘let the petitioners 
speak for themselves, taking this” occasion, however; to say 


that he. cordially concurred in theiréntire course of. reasoning; - 


andas they conclude their petition by- instructing their delega- 

tion on this:floor to support’ an appropriation. to thiseroad, he 

took pleasuré in stating to them, through. this’ “House, that he, 

for one, Cand he had no doubt bút that, on this question, the eñ- 

tite delegation would: be united,) would implicitly obey their 
justructians; and:he-would add, further, that he hoped and be- 

lieved thatthe prayer of the:petition would be granted, anda. 
proper ‘appropriation be made at-the present session of Con- 

Bresso S on T 2 

He presented this petition, and moved itsreference to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, : : 

“Mc. KENNEDY further said that he heldin is-hand a remon- 
strandce of Henry Reynolds, and 120 other citizens of the county 
of Saratoga, in the State of New York, protesting against the 
passage of any. law. prohibiting the transportation of. the United 
States mail on the Sabbath. 

Tam: not acquainted, (said Mr. Kennepy) -that I am 
awate of, with a single one of the petitioners. But I 
take «this ‘occasion to say that if their object in selecting 
me. as ‘their organ- through which to present their views 
to the-House, was to secure one who coineided with the 
views: expressed in. the. remonstrance, they have not been 
mistaken In my views. And I thank them for the confidence 
they have thus placed in the soundness of my political faith. 
‘the arguments relied on by the petitioners, and whichaccom- 
panies the remonstrance, is the report of that time-worn and 
sear-covered veteran, Colonel Johnson of Kentucky—a docu- 
ment which has crowned that true patriot with laurels second 
only in brilliancy and imperishable fame, to those won by him 
him at the batile of the Thames. : 

He presented this remonstrance and moved that it be referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 

{Mr. PROFTIT asked leave to offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury he requested to 
{oform this House what amount, if any, bas been paid the late 
District'Atorney of the Southern District of New York since 
the appointment of his enccessor, and also whether the present 
District Attorney of that District has employed the late District 
Attorney in any suits in which the United States is a party, and, 
if soy what amount has been paid. 

Mr. GORDON objecting, the resolution was not received. } 

Lonisiana.—Messrs. MOORE and WHITE. 

Ohio, =—-Messrs, PENDLETON, MASON, MATHEWS, 
STOKELY. RUSSELL, ANDREWS, and GIDDINGS. 

“ (Mr. GIDDINGS, amongst other petitions, presented one from 
upwards of eighty citizens of Ostanverg, Ohio, (of Loth politis 
eal parties, Mr. X. said,) praying an amicab'e division of the 
Union by a line running between the free and slave States, 

- Mr. G moved that the petition be referred toa select com- 
mittee, with instructions.to report against the prayer of the 
said petition, and to assign to the petitioners reasons why their 
prayer should not be granted. Oy 

ite TRIPLET, remarking thatthe petition was disrespect- 
ful to the House, anı! disrespectful to the man who presented it, 
moved that it be not received. 

t The previous question was demanded, anda brief conversa- 
tion followed, 

Mr. PENDLETON wished, he said, to have an expresion of 
the opinion of the House whether in Had any authority.to take 
avy step for the dissolution of the Union which they were con- 
stituted and sworu to protect and defend? Jo hoped, there 
ore, the previous question would not be sustained. 

The SPRAKER eaid the remarks were not in order. 

The demand. forthe previous question was then seconded. 

And the main question was then ordered to be taken. 

The reading-of the petition was called for; and, having been 
read— 

Mr. TRIPLE! T askediho yeas and nays on the main ques- 
tions which were ordered, 

And the main question, “S 
taken and de i 


. 


H the petition be received?” wag, 
ve, as follows: 


h 
ewis, 


i, Osborne, Owsley, 
ay, Alexander Ran- 
s Roosevelt, 
haw, Simon- 


dall, Randojph, Rayner, Reding, R 


So the petition was not received, . 

Mr. KENNEDY o i offered a resolution, (which the 
Reporter has not) s h that all such petitions should 
hereafter be deemed i n and that the member presenting 
them should he liable to censure. 

Objection being made, the resoiution was not received. } 

Petitions from Ohio were further presented by Messrs, 
GOODE and MATHIOT. 

Mr. PENDLETON ask 
tion; which was read for in 

Resolved, That the Cor 
blished’” to form a “perfect T that Con- 
gress not only has no authority to take no measures for the dis- 
solution of that Union which it was. thus created to defend and 
Protect, but that it is tle paramount duty ef covery department 
of this Government, and of all the people of these States, “in- 
@ignantly’ to frown upon the firat dawning ofevery attempt to 


ained and esta- 


r K. said he would not-attempt tò enumerate the | 
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alienate any portion of our country from the rest, or to-enfee- 
ble the sacred ties which how link together the various parts.’? 

Objection being made— 5 TAR a : 

‘Mr. P. moved tosuspend the rules to enable him to offer the 

resolution. x i ? 

Mr. WINTHROP moved that the House do now. adjourn; 
which motion, by ayes 75, noes 52, was agreed to, 

So the House adjourned. - - Se gen 


The following Petitions: were presented to-day, in addition to 
those above noticed: Oe = 
By Mr. STOKELY: The petition of Jobn P. Gray, Thomas 


Lee, and 140 others, citizens of Harrison county, Ohio, praying - 


a repeal ofthe law authorizing. the carrying ofthe mail on the 
Sabbath day. A 5 s 

The petition of Thomas Wilson, Kendall Jackson, and others, 
being 50 voters of the county of Canall, praying the same, and 
setting forth their reason for the prayer of their detition. 

The petition of Albert G. Catlett, Henry Aten, and 66 others, 
citizens of Columbiaria county, Ohio, praying an appropriation 
to improve the navigation of the Ohiotiver. : . 

The memorial and petition of Mrs. Priscilla Biggs, of Ohio 
county, Virginia, praying a pension as the widow of a Revolu- 
tionary officer. 

The petition of Mary Hanna, Rebecca Phillips, and others, 
60 ladies of Harrison county, Ohio, praying the abolition of 
slavery in the Dietrict of Columbia, where Congress exercises 
exclusive legislat‘on. 

The petition of William Wright, Amos Whitney, and others, 
42 legal voters of Harrison county, praying the repeal of all 
laws, &c. by which the people of the free States or the nation 
are in any way implicated to countenance slavery, &c. 

A petition from the legal voters of the same county, praying 
the reengoition of Hayu. 

By Mr. STUART, of Illinois: The petition of a large number 
of the citizens of Hlinvis/asking an appropriation of land for 
mha construction of the Northern Cross Railroad, in the State of 

inois, 

Also, for a mail route from. Dixon, Illinois, to Iowa city. 

Also, for a mail route from Brown to Wilmington, Dlinois, 

By Mr. MOORE, of Louisiana: The petition of H, M. Hyams 
and Richard King. | g 

The memorial of W. B. Davis, relative toa plan for removing 
the bar at the mouth of the Mississippi. 

Resolutions of the Legislature of Louisiana, relative to the 
adoption of measures for the equitable settlement of land claims 
In that State, and for appropriations by Congress to complete 
the surveys of public and in that State; also, resolutions relative 
to the unwarrantableclaim of the British Government to the 
territory of a sister State, 

Ry Mr. HOWARD of Michigan: The petition of John Has- 
call and others, citizens of Kalamazoo comnly, foran extension 
of time for making payments for land on the ‘Northern Reser- 
vation, 

The petition of Asa Hicks and sundry other citizens of St. 
Joseph, Michizan, against the postponement, amendment, or 
repeal of the baokruptlaw; also, of Smith Trowbridge and 
others, for the same purpose, 

The petition of A. Salman and 34 others, for the removal of 
the Tonia land office to Kent, in Michigan, 

The memorial of Wm. C., Hammell and others, of St, Joseph, 
Michigan, praying an appropriation for the harbor at that 

ace. 

p By Mr. ANDREWS of Ohio: The petition of Benj. Eggles- 
(on, of Portage county, Ohio, praying for compensation for ser- 
vices and lasses during the last war. 

The petition of 38 citizens of Summit county, for a new judi- 
cial cistvict in Obio. 

The petition of 5l citizensof Northern Ohio, 55 citizens of 
Rrocklyn, Ohio, and 54 citizensof Brownhelm, Lorrain county, 
Ohio, praying for the repeal of the law requiring postmasters to 
perform thetr official duties on the Sabbath, 

The petition of 104 citizens of Erie county, and 83 citizens of 
Turon county, Ohio, praying for an appr-priation for Vermil- 

fan harbor, 

i ‘The petition of Abigail Cherry, of Milan, Ohio, for a pen- 
sion. 

_ The petition of Lydia Andrews, of Milan, Ohio, for a pen- 
sion. 

_ Phe petition of George IT. Whipple and 439 others, of Rus- 
sia, Lorrain county, Ohio, praying for a re-examination of the 
Sencca treaty. 

The rermonstrance of 37 citizens of Summit county, and 27 
citizens of Brimfield, Poriage county, Ohio, against the repeal 
ofthe bankrunt law. 

By Mr. MATHIOT: The petition of James C. Brown and 
148 other citizens of Licking and Knox counties, Ohio, pray- 
ing the recognition by this Government of the Republic of 
Tiayti, and for the following reasons, to wit: . 

tst. The United States being the only nation noton a footing 

of reciprocity with the’ Republic of ifayti subjects us to a 
charge of duty on imports of 10 per cent, and 9 per cent, ad- 
ditional tonnage duty. 

2d. Because our importation from Hayti are greater than 
from two-thirds at least of the other countries, where we have 
consuls, and in some expensive embassies. 

3d. Because the trade of Hayti would be especially valuable, 
by carrying it on in our own shipping. 

4th. Because we could then come into market with the do- 
mestic prodnets of the Eastern States, such as fish, soap, Jum- 
ber, frem the Western States, with pork, lard, flour, &c.; 
and aflord them the above articles of trade at a cheaper rate 
than the Briiish, who now undersell us with a much inferior 
article. 

5th. Because it is wrong to make distinction in color area- 
son for withholding from Hayti customary national usage, 


IN SENATE, 
Tosspay, March 1, 1842, 


Mr. ARCHER presented a petition of Armanda M. James, 
praying to be allowed a pre-emption right to a tract of jand: 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Also, presented a memorial from the president and directors 
of ihe Virginia Institution forthe education of the deaf and 
dumb, and blind, praying a grant of land in aid of the object 
“a thar institution: referred to the Commitee on Public 

ands, 


Mr, YOUNG presented several communications and docu. 


ments on the subject of a grant of land to the State of Mlinois, 

to aid'in the completion of the Illinois and Michigan Canal. - 

- Also, a petition from a Jarge number “of.citizens residing in 

the Northern part of Ilinois, on the same subject. 

Also, a communication from the Commissioner of the Gene- 
ral Land Office, showing the relative quantity of public land 
graùted tò the States of Ohio, Indiana, and ‘Illinois, for purposes 
of internal improvement. ` 4 i 

Also, aamemorial from the Mayor and Aldermen of the city 
of Chicago, praying that the sales of the 16th, or. ‘school sec- 
tion of land formerly belonging to the inhabitants. of the town- 
ship in which that city is situated, may be confirmed by an act 
of Congress. a ` as 2 i 

Also, a petition from a number of citizens of Pike county, 
Illinois, praying that the inhabitants of township No. 4 south, 
of range No. 2 west, of the 4th principal meridian in that 
county, may be permitted to relinquish fractional section No. 
16, containing one hundred and sixty-nine acres, and set apart 
for the use of schools in that townsip, and which is represented _ 
as being unfit for cultivation, and to-select other lands in lieù of 
the same, ee i 

Allof which, on his motion, were. referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. A 

Mr. MANGUM, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, made 
an adverse report oñ the petition. ofthe mother of Edward 

- Watts, deceaeed, late a midshipman in the navy of the United 
States, praying a pension: referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. ; 5 

Also, from the Committee on Printing, reported adversely on 
the proposition to print the proceedings of the court of inquiry 
in the case of Dr. Maxwell. 

Mr. SEVIER said the proceedings had been called in a report 
from the Department at his instance, and hoped the Senate 
would non-concur in the report of the Committee on Printing. 

The question was put, and the report was concurred in, 

On motion of Mr, SEVIER, leave was granted to withdraw, 
the document from the Senate. 

+ Mr. BATES, from the Committee on Pensions, reported back. 
to the Senate, without amendment, House bill for the relief of 
Peter Sky, an Onondaga Indian, and House bill for the relief 
of Barnett Birdsall. 

Also, made adverse reports from the same committee on the 
claims for pensions of Anna Watson, Elizabeth Coiburn, Mary 
Nelson, Nathan Flood, and John P. Foulk; which were ordered 
to Jie on the table and be printed. 

Mr. EVANS, from. the Committee on Finance, mate an ad- 
verse report on the petition of the heirs of George Simpson, for 
compensation for services rendered by his father: ordered to lie 
on the table and be printed. ` y 

On motion of Mr. WOODBURY, the petition of Dr. Samuel 
White was ordered to be taken from the files, and referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. . i 

Mr, KING, on leave, introduced 4 joint resolution to autho- 
rize an extension of the contract for carrying the mail between ` 
Mobile and New Orleans; which was read twice, and referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 

The resolution of Mr. MERRICK, inhibiting any amend. 
ment from being made to any general appropriation bill unless 
in conformity to some pre-existing law, and the resolution of 
Mr. ALLEN to open the doors of the Senate during the transac: 
ton of Executive business, except when engaged on treaties, 
were severally passed over. 

The following adverse reports were severally taken from the 
table and concurred in, viz: 5 

The adverse report ofthe Committee on Claims on the claim 
of the representatives of John Brooks; of Revolutionary Claims 
on the claims of Prudence Barton, Nancy Mountz, Leonard 
Bieecker, Esther Leffert, the representatives of Corbin Griffith, 
deceased, the representative of Wiliam Sanford, deceased; of 
of the Committee on Commerce in the case of N. and L. Dana, 
and Co.; of the Committee on Finance on the claim of Joseph 
Rosati, bishop of St. Louis; of the Committee on Pensions on 
the claim of Ephraim Briggs; and of the Committee on Private - 
Land Claims on the case of Joseph Robey. 

The bill to establish a board of claims, to examine claims 
against the United States, came up in its order. 

Mr. Wrigu? remarked that it was a bill of much importance, 
and likely to lead to discussion, He therefore calied for the 
special order of the day. 

The orders of the day brought up the following resolutions 
offered by Mr. CLAY on the 15th ultimo: 

1. Resolved, Thatit is the duty of the General Government, in 
conducting its administration, to provide an adequate revenue 
withing the year to meet the current expenses of the year; and 
that any expedient either by loan or by Treasury notes, to sup. 
piy, in time of peace, a deficiency of revenue, especially dur- 
ing successive years, is unwise; and must lead to pernicious 
consequences. 

2. Resolved, That such an adequate revenue cannot be ob. 
tained by duties on foreign imports, without adopting a higher 
rate than twenty per cent. as provided for in the Compromise 
act, which, at the time of its passage, was supposed and as- 
sumed as a ratio that would supply a sufficient revenme for an 
economical administration of the Government. 

3. Resolved, therefore That the rate of duties on foreign 
imports ought to be augmented beyond the rate of twenty. per 
cent. soas to produce a nett revenue of twenty-six millions of 
dollars—-twenty-two for the ordinary expenses of Government, 
two for the payment of the existing debt, and two millions as a 
reserved fund for contingencies. 

4. Resolved, Thatin the adjustment of a tariff to raise an 
amount of twenty-six millions of revenue, the principles of the 
Compromise act generally should be adhered to; and that, espe. 
cially, a maximum rate of ad valorem duties should be esta. 

nished, from which there ought to be aslittle departure as pos- 

GHz 

5. Resolved, That the provision in the act of the extra ses. 
sion, for the distribution of the proceeds of the public lands, 
requiring the operation of that act to be suspended, in the con- 
tingency ofa higher rate of duty. than twenty per cent. ought to 
be repealed. 

6. Resolved, That it is the duty of the Government at all 
times, but more especially in a season such as now exists of ge. 
neral embaarassment and pecuniary distress, to abolish all use. 
less institutions and offices, to curtail all unnecessary expenses, 
aud to practise rigid economy. 

7. Resolved, Thatthe contingent expenses of ihe two Houses 
of Congress ought te be greatly reduced; and the mileage of 
membe of Congress ought tobe regulated and more clearly 

enned. 

8. Resalved, That the expenses of the judicial departineny 

Ai 


of Government have, of late years, been greatly increased, and 
ought to be diminished. : + 

9.. Resolved, That the diplomatic relations of the United 
States-with foreign powers have been unnecessarily extended 
daring the last twelve years, and ought to be reduced.. 

10. Resolved, That the franking privilege ought to be. fur- 
ther restricted, the abusive uses of it restrained and punished, 
the postage on letters reduced. the mode of estimating distances 
more clearly defined and prescribed, and a sali addition to 


: postage made on books, pamphlets, and packáges, transmitted 


y the mail, to be graduated and increased 
respective weights. $ 
ll. Resolved, That the Secretaries of State, of the Treasury 
of the War, and of the Navy Departments, and. the Postmas- 
ter General, be severaily direc§ed, as spon as practicable, to 
report what offices can be abolighed, apd what retrenchment 
of public expenditure can be de vgithout public detriment 
in the respective branches of ti pybiic service under their 
charge. f 
. Mr. CLAY addresssd the Senate support of these resolu- 
tions for about two hours anda half The following sketch will 
give ageneralidea of the grounds taken bv Mr. Cray. He 
commenced by stating that the resolutions just read, he consi- 
dered of great importance; involving interests of the highest 
character; and the system ofpolicy proposed in them, lay at 
the bottom of all efforts to restore the prosperity of the coun- 
try. He had not come to the Senate to-day to cull the flowers 
of oratory, for the purpose ofregaling the eyes of fair ladies. 
Neither was it his wishto revive arimosities heretofore exist- 
ing between political parties. His object was to speak on the 
sad condition of the country, and to suggest some remedies. 

If any persons had come under the expectation of hearing 
from him, on this occasion, an ambitious display of oratory, or 
expecting him to deal in any other tropes and figures than those 
of arithmetic, they would be sadly disappointed. 

These resolutions were the stakea to which he, as a plough- 
man, aiming to make a straight furrow, would direct his at- 
tention, 


cording to their 


ithad been urged against them that they were general, not ` 


practical; and that, ifin earnest, the measures proposed ought to 
have been brought at once under discussion m separate bills. 
But he argued that the practice of the British Parliament, from 
which this country borrowed its parliamentary usage, was to 
mark out the general principles first, on great leading measures 
ofpolicy, andthen to carry them out by special enactments. 

Another objection was, that no measure of revenue, or cf- 
fecting purposes of revenue, can originate any where but in the 
House of Representatives. He, however, maintained that the 

* Senate had aright to control, not only the amount of expendi- 
tures and appropriations suggested by the other House, but to 
carry out such alterations of existing measures and such re- 
trenchments as the public service might justify. 

He considered that ao mode was so fit for discussing these re- 
solutions as that of taking them in detail, and in the order in 
which they have been submitted, fe 

The first resolution is based upon the principle that, it is 
the duty of Congress to provide adequate revenue to meet its 
expenditures, lt has been said this is noting new; itisa mere 
truism. Certainly it is; but has it been carried out? During 
Mr. Van ‘Buren’s Administration, instead of resorting to re- 
venue, what was the expedient to meet expenditures? Treasury 
notes; the effect of which has been to cast upon a succeeding 
Administration, a debt incurred by his administration. There 
was an excess of expenditures over income of hetween seven 
and eight millions of dollars annually, and it was the duty of 
that administration, as soon as that excess became apparent, to 
supply, a sufficiency of revenue to meet it by an increase of tariff 

The next three resolutions reiate to one subject, and he would 
therefore consider them together, 

The first, (the second in the series,) assumes that an adequate 
revenue cannot be obtained by duties on foreign imporis, with- 
out adopting a higher rate than twenty per cent. as provided in 
the compromise act, and then supposed sufficent for aa. econo- 
mical administration of the Government, 

The second, (third in the series,) assumes that the rate ought 
to be augmented beyond twenty per Cent. so as to produce a nett 
revenue of twenty-six millions. 

The third, (fourth in the series,) assumes that the principles 
of the Compromise act shonld be adhered to, and a maximum 
rate of ad valorem duties shouid be established. 

The first question suggested by these resolutions was, what 
ought to be the exact expenditure of the Government? He did 
not pretend to give a precise answer. It depends on circum- 
stances. All that can be dune, is to make an approximation 
to what ought to be the expenditure: 


It had been stated, particularly by the Senator from Missouri, 
who sat near him, (Mr. Linn] and the Senator from South 
Carolina, who sat opposite, (Mr. Cannovn,] that the Whig 
party, when out of power, asserted they would, when 
they came into power, reduce the expenditures to thir- 
teen milions. He denied that any such assertion had 
ever been made; and he challenged the proof that such 
a pledge had been given by the Whig party.. What 
they did say, was, that during Mr. Adams’s administra- 
tion the expenditure of his government was thirteen millions; 
and that the party succeeding him pledged themselves to lessen 
the expenditures; instead of which they carried them up to an 
unprecedented amount. fe admitted Mr, McLean had sug- 
gested fifteen millions as a reasonable expenditure of the Go- 
varnment; but the Whig party never did pledge themselves to 
come down to either thirteen or fifteen mitlions; but they did 

‘pledge themselves to economize and retrench, and that pro- 
cess was now going on as wouklbe proved by the labors of the 
committees now sitting in Congress on the subject, 

He knew of no other course to pursue in reaching retrench: 
ment than toJoo:: back to past expenditures, and ascertain from 
examinations in detail, what existing charges oa the Govern- 
ment can be reduced. 

He enumerated the annual expenditures of Mr. Van Buren’s 
four years of administration, and struck an averege of thirty- 
five millions, The rate proposed in those resclunons was but 
twenty-two millions, showing a reduction of thirteen mil- 
lions—equal to the expenditures of Mr. Adamss adminis- 
tration. He kaew that various reasons were assigned 
for the extraordinary expenditures of Mr. Van Bnren’s admi. 
nistration, But he maintained tkat every Administration could 
make such pretexts—all Administrations had their “extraordi- 

. nary occurrences”—-and he denied thatsuch could be any ex- 
cuse. But he insisted that, making all reasonable allowances, 
jt would be found Mr, Van Buren’s administration expended an 
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enue sum far beyond’ that proposed by the present resolu- 
ions, aie a 

Thirteen millions was the average expenditure of Mr. Ad- 
ams’s administration. Adding half his term to the time since 


it expired—making fifteen years—or supposing at the end of” 


thirteen years—it has been found necessary to increase it to 
twenty-two millions, was there any thing extraordinary in that? 
The army has been doubled; eight or ten ships of the line have 
been added to the navy; new States have been added to the 
Union—when these things, and the necéssary progress of the 
nation were taken into account, wasit to be wondered at that 
the expenditures should be raised to twenty-two millions? It 
is notan increase in proportion to the annual increase of popu- 
lation, The increase of the population is four per cent; that 
of expenditure would not exceed that ratio 

The addition is about $700,000 per year. No young Govern- 
ment like this can be charged with rash and extravagant ex- 
penditures if its ratio of increase in expenditures does not ex- 
ceed this. Posterity, in another century, when our population 
wih be a hundred miilions, will have no reason to com- 
plain, 

These resolutions were not to preclude further and future re 
ductions when investigations shall point out fresh sources of 
reform. 

In allusion tothe statements made by the Senator from 
South Carolina. (Mr Carnoun,] with regard to the difficulties 
which he encountered when at the head of the War Depart- 
ment, in bringing about asystem of regularity, in which it took 
him four yearsto reduce the expenses of tthe army per man to 
what he did, he would ask, was it kind of.the Senator to taunt 
the Whig party with not having accemplished, in one year, 
whatit took him four years to accomplish? i 

Mr. CALHOUN corrected theSenator. He had always saidit 
wasa workoftime. Allhe askedof the present Acwinistra- 
tion was to begin—to show an earnestnestness in commencing 
the work of reform. 

Mr. Cray continued. The gentleman will be gratified. The 
reform had already commenced, and he+ might depend 
upon it, would be carried out. Ife maintained in detail 
that the Whigs had more than fulfilled their pledges, 
and that amidst discouraging circumstances of the most unex- 
pected and extraordinary kind. If the Senator required four 
years to bring down the expenditures of the Department over 
which he presided, it was not unreasonable to give the present 
party in power one or two years to carry out their good inten: 
tions with regard to the whoie of the Departments. 

He did not mean to preciude further revrenchment; no man 
Was move desirous than he was to see this Government atmi- 
nistered with economy, and if the expend:tures could be got 
down to fifteen or even to thirteen millions, without prejadice 
to the public service, none would unite in thai desirable ob- 
ject more cheerfully than he would. 

Now, as to the twenty-two miiions assumed in those resolu- 
tions tobe the sum necessary, he would enumerate the items 
which wouid make up the aggregate. 

Here Mr. Cray stated in detail the items of bis estimate, 
namely, three and a half millions for the civil list, ten millions 
for the army, seven millions for the navy, and one anda half 
nsillions for other purposes—iaaking in the aggregate iwenty- 
two milions, 

With regard to the estimates of the Depariments for this 
year, those who look only at the surface of things migut snp- 
pose that eleven millions for the army was 2 very exiravagant 
sum; but it was composed of items not strictly chargeable to 
the mere military service, which was really but four millions, 
about donble the sum which the army costat the time the Se- 
nator from South Carolina was atthe head ofthe service. The 
expenditure per manijs not greater. {I was here suggested 
that an increase of $1 per man per month had since been made.} 
That must have added considerab!y to the expense of the aimy 

roper. 
E Here Mr. CLAY went into many details fwith regard to ap- 
propriations exceeding the estimates, and admitted there was 
great difficulty in coming down from twenty six millions next 
year to twenty-two millions. Ife supposed the civil list might 
be cut down halfa million. The expenditures of the army might 
be catdown amiliion and three quarters—Jeaving the estimate 
ten millions. The estimate of the Navy Department is eight 
millions and three quarters. He had said before, that was too 
high; still, as the navy was the boast of the nation, and the 
great resource in case of war, no-man would bein favor of cut- 
ting that down excessively; but he would suppose ive same 
reduction as in the army, one million and three,quarters—it 
would be the most that could be done; the reduced esti 
would then be three millions and a half for the civil list, ten for 
the army, seven for the navy, and one and a half for mis 
nevus expenditures; making (he estimated sum «f iwe 
two millions which he supposed the expenditures of 
Government covid be confined to for y 
two millions more be appropriated t 
tional debt, he also suppoged two millions more o 
provided as a reserved fund for contingen 
posed to raise a revenue of twenty six million 

The next inquiry is, how ought this reve 
There are two modes ofestimating the revenue of the e 
rom foreign imports. 

He took the exports as the best basis to make hi 
The Treasury Department had taken the inpe 
greatly gratified on comparing nou th 
the Department, to find that both agreed in 
calculations. 

Mr. Cray here went into details ta show 
ofexporis was the price atthe place of exp This he ton- 
sidered the fairest means 0 ving at tac ze of imports tor 
revenue. He supposed that if exporta fell short of imports one 
year, the excess ef the latter created a debt abroad, which was 
to be paid by an excess of exports ina succeeding year. 

Theexports from 1836 to 1841 amo dte hundred and 
twenty-one millions; the annual ave r 
and a haif millions. Thath sidered the saf 
the future. He touk fifteen anda half pe 
be added; making one hundred and ni H 
this he supposed ten millions should be deducted for ¢ 
of the State debts abroad. That teaves ene hundred and nine 
millions. How much is dutiabte anil how muc free? It 
has been estimated tha: the free articles amount to thirty mill. 
ions; from that he proposed te deduct twelve milions for tea 
and coffee, which ought to be taxed, leaving eighteen millions 
free, andgiving ninety-one millions to be assumed as the dati- 
able articles. for yearsto come. How is the sum of twenty-six 
millions to be got from these imports? Hetook it for granted 


and he was 
ve Chief Clerk in 
the results of their 


the irue valne 


mY 


-yður rate of duty by fixing the valne, 


-obigen to 


no man in the Senate would venture in-time of peace to raise 
the.proposition that we ought to resort to direct taxation. -At 
what rate percent. will it be necessary to. go, in-order- to; vaise 
from ninety -one millions of imports, twerty six millions of re- < 
venne? -A friend at the head of the Committee oa. Manifa. 
tures, he understood, hada planto propose.: At present, subse 
ject only w the operations infoim, the foreigner fixes ‘the 
value. . Ifyou give me, observed Mr. ©, the fixing of the yalue, 
I care not what rate of duty -you adopu. ‘The -foreigner fixes 


But independent of all the considerations affecting the dignity ` 
and honor of the country, this Governmeut ought to make the 
valueathome. It has been estimated at from fifteen to twenty 
per cent, but he thought it ought to be from twenty.to twenty 
five per cent. which would amount toan addiuon offive per 
cent to the compromise act. AA i 

Without entering into the question of home value, he would 
treat the subject as if the present aystem were to be continued, 
and proceed to estimate whai rate of duty would be necessary'to 
givetwenty-six millions of revenue. Supposing every article 
subject to thirty per cent. the result would be twenty-seven 
millions, and deducting expenses of collection; the nett revenue 
would be alittle Jess than twenty-five millions and threes 
quarters, it has been supposed that when he. proposed 
a fixed yate ad valorem, his intention was that every 
article. was to be ‘bronght up to thirty per cent... bat 
such was not the case; his object was to discriminate; for ex. 
ample, jewellery and articles of great value and small bulk, 
easiiy smuggled, showid be at a lower rate; but as thirty 
per cent. on all articles would be requisite. to -raise 
a revenue of. twenty-five milhons and three-quarters, it 
follows that something beyond thirty per cent: whi 
be necessary, if the home valuation is not> adopted, 
He preceeded to review what. he considered.a very important 
branch of the subject—that in relation to the Compromise act, 
Atthe time it was proposed, he thought it right the country 
should make a fair experiment; and that, in good faith, itfougtit’ 
to be carried out as far as possible or practicable. He was ani- 
maicd by the same principles of good faith now as then, ‘But 
it becomes necessary to consider the true principles of thatact. 
The first is, that there should bea fixed ad valorem duty at 
twenty per cent. and a discrimination below it, That the tariff 
should be gradually reduced to twenty per cent. and then that 
revenue shovid be adequaic to an economical administration of 
the Government, Mr. Cray here read the fourth, filth, and. 
sixth sections of ihe Compro act. oo ‘ 

These six compose ail the leading principles of the Compro- 
mise act. ithas been supposed that twenty per cent, Was not 
to be exceeded. ‘That he denied. Me admitted that at the time 
it was net supposed that it was probable the expenditures of 
an economical Government could require a dnty exceeding 
twenty percent. There was, atthe time, an overflowing Treas 
sury, aad the great anxiety was, how to dispose of ite But that 
the rate of twenty per cent. should not, under any circuinstans 
ces, be exceeded, was not, he insisied, a principle of ‘the act. 
To susiaia this view, he went into details showing the roe” 
cess of reduction to twenty per cent, and denied that: there 
was any thing ia the act to say the duty should remain stationary 
at twenty per cent, » He read from the conclusion of the clause 
the folowing passage: ‘and after the 30th of June 
such duties shall be Jaid, as shall furnish such revenue as shall 
be necessary Toran economical administration of the Govern. 
ment.” He admitted the obligation to administer the Govern- 
ment economically; but maintained that the obligation was 
equally great to provide a suffigjent revenue for the pubiic. ser- 
vice. ‘The inference he drew from the words ofthe clause, 
was, that the duty was not to remain stationary at twenty per ~ 
cent.; and concladed that, in virtue ofthis act, Congress could 
lay duties if necessary, t¢ the amount of forty, fly or one hün- 
dred per cent. are y 

He was willing to abide by that provision in the compromise 
act. Vague notions existin relation to discriminating duties. He 
saw ve difficulty in ascertaining the value of every article. He” 
maintained that the ad valorem form wasthe best... The specific 
system majntains that articles of different values should: pay 
the same duiy. No respect is paid to value; but all have to 
pay alike. He admitted, there was one objection to the ad va- 
lorem form—that of differences of opinion as to’ real'value; but 
he contended the ad valorem principle could be carried out bet. 


ter than other. 

He believed it was best, and when uniform, frauds contd be 
better l than under a different form. Be quoted ine 
STANCES ¢ ud under specific duties. He was therefore will- 

g to adhete to the principle of the ad valoren duty even if 


o up to 334 per cent. 
Is England, the principle of 
2. and the ad valorem 
i. To that prin 
nied thatthe s 
omise ‘act s 
ty of 20 per cent 


ecitic duty was about to be 
orinciple was going to be upi- 
ple he was ia favor of adher- 
principles, or provi- 
ca that a fixed 
was to bs adhered to, 

Heno in the distributioh bill re- 
storing the jand fund shoulitihe 20 per cent. be exceeded. He 
{that the restoration ofthe land fund would supersede the 
i i rif. “He estimated that the land fund 
that Hs restoration 
. duty to bg laid, 
i should be three miis 
much front the 30 


requ 
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The next resclaiim arms a propasiion which he hoped 
would receive the uuiversal assent of thé Senate, as he trusted 
all the ;esolutions would, when duly coneidered, H 

i o him that a retrenchment of expenses and 
fration ought to begin in Congress. It was 
untey for Congress to sei the example itself of re- 
‘ny and retrenchment. He-had documents embracing a pe- 
] of pwenty rs, divided into periods of four years-each, 
from which he enumerated ihe annual expenditures, chargea- 
ble on the coniiagent fand, showme the increase cli the amount 
had reached three hundred and Unrty-tnrce thousand dollars. 
On thig increase he commented for some ime. He insisted that 
the estimates should be br at down; and spoke ef the work 
of reform already begun in the other Bouse, by which the esti. 
mates had been reduced one hundred thousand dollars for both 
Houses. Ivoughtto go farther, and he hoped it would not step 
at that amourtef retrenchment, : 


fi 


“P6adveried'to the expenditures’ of the judicial department, 


Rundred:.and edd -thoysand:. dollars, had grown -up without 
ogreat abuses; and he feared instatices were hot wanting in which 
& collusion between- the:clerks and district judges had counte- 
naticed-these’ abuses, He .could'namie one. district court in 
- which the expendithres were four times greaterthan any other 
of. correspondiiig duties. 5 RE PERN 
“He nextaluded to the diplomatic corps.* Our foreign minis 
ters, “He insisted, were in many instances useless. It was ‘well 


known: ministers to foreign countries were: appointed for-por- ; 
Wons of the earth: which the officers themselves were. puzzled to 


“find out, >” tat ym theless 
‘The next resolution was, as to the abuses of the franking pari. 
vilege. < Tijs he consider d a great abuse, “He had heard that 
in the first fifty years: of this Government, a system of abuse 
had grown up,»greater than had grown up in the course of cen- 
turies it England. He enumerated tnany... He understood that 
95 per cenit. ofthe mail depatches went free, andthe other 5 
er cent. had to béar all the charges. He also understood the 
aw was uncertain as to the mode of estimating distances. He 
took, for ékample, the distance to Frederick City: by the stage 
> voùte itis but forty miles—yet if the rout by railroad is taken, it 
+ excéedsone hundred miles, ant the rate of postage is charged 
for the long distance instead of the short, as formerly. : 
The next resolution was that calling for reurenchnients in th 
Departments. He took it for granted that every one would 
concur that it would be impossible for Congress to accomplish 
reform if the. heads of Departments did not co-operate in the 
good work. But he was'surry to say that two of the Depart- 
ments, in full view of the exhausted and bankrupt state of the 
public Treasury, hadalready come forward with unusual and 
greatly enlarged estimates. He trusted, however, if these reso- 
Jutiona were adopted, and a proper call were made on the heads 
of Departments, they would co-operate. 
He would, in conclusion, enumerate some of the advantages 
to result from the adoption of these resolutions. 
The first would be an adequate revenue independent of dis- 
creditable expedients. 
her greainess—(o the attention she has always paid to the pre- 
servation of her credit. ae 
The next was retrenchment and reform—and was it not due 
toa bleeding country to fix expenditures: at the lowest possi 
ble standard? a : g 
Another advantage would be the check upon the efinx of our 
precious metals. It was not his purpose to go into the ques- 
tion of those causes which had brought the country into its pre- 
“sent embarrassuient, Ho would not touch upon the past, be- 
cause he would not open bleeding wounds on this occasion. He 
mately wished to state facts, and allude to a proximate canse~ 
the withdrawal of the precious metais from the business of the 
country, It disabled the banks, and caused them to act upon 
their debtors, and upon the circulation—one directly on the 
precious, metals themselves, and the other on the banks. Gen- 
tlemen deccive themselves, if they suppose it would afford re- 
Hef to destroy the banks. Let everyone. of them be extin- 

efuished, and the tarif which now exists would, if coutinued at 
its present rate, draw the precious metals to foreign countries, 
He was willing to make one concession tothe gentlemen oa the 
other side—that if nothing but the precivus metals were in cir- 
culation, there would be fess fluctuation; but so Jong as a tariff 
is vontinued. in ex’stence, which banishes the precious metals, 
there would be fatal fluctuations, Whatis to be done? Free 
trade has been tried for nine years past. That will not do, itis 
plain; ane he would call to the recollection of Senators the ar- 
gimeni held forth at the timeéthe compromise act was in agita- 
fon. 

When ten yearsago one of the most gifted sons of South Ca- 
rolina, now no more, was drawing frightful pictures of what was 
to result--pidtures which really, atthe moment, filled all with 
horror and dismay—“reduce the tarif” said he, “to the stan- 
dard of ‘revenue, and once more you will have the fields of 
South Caroliaa flourishing, and its homes smiling and bappy.” 
Well, now, ten years of free trade have existed. Has the South 
been improving, and has it recovered frum the wretchedness 
imputed to a high tariff? ‘ 

Ifsouth Carolinians were interrogated, and if they answered 
with truth, as they undoubtedly would, they would say thean- 
ticipated results have not been realized. So far from it, the e 
Ports ofthe staple States were higher during the tariff years 
than duting the years of free trade, And he understood the 

» wapite article, cotton, is now lower than it ever was. He knew 
how mero theorists mystified such subjects; and he did not 
mean to go inte discussions with them; but he gave the facts, 
and let casuisis and theorists say what they please in Tavofof 
aonesided paralytic free trade, E 

When Great Britain is-pushing the growth of cotton in- her 
Eastern cclonies, isthisa time fo talk against protecting the pro- 
duce of this country and encouraging bome industry? — 

He did net wish to be misunderstoud: if, in laying a duty for re- 
venue, an incidental protection can be given to the home mann- 
facturer, he was in favor of it, This country should learn de- 
pendence on herself. He knew of no where else to go forre- 
venne than toa the imports. No man would at this time pro- 
pe direct taxation; what thea could be looked to for revenue 

ut imports? 

A fourth advantage would be that the States would he left in 
possession of the jand fund, so essential to them in their pre- 
gent stale of embarrassment. 

The filth would be that this system would afford protection 
to the Interests ofthe country. Te maintained that it was the 
right and the duty of Government to lay duties for revenue so 
as to give this protection. 

it had been argued that some Interests may not receive such 
protection as they nave a right to expect. Je enumerated 

some, such as shoes, iron, paver, &«. but ifthey should not re- 
ceive adequate prc on under his system, he would say now 
ashe did farme ache did bone there would be such aspi- 
ritof patriotism pervading the country as would stimulate those 
Interests io a CoN; so aml forbearance for the common 
goad. A 

The iron interests he considered in the centre of the Union; 
whether iron, under the maximum of duty, would or would not 

‘be protected, he could not tell, but be would svy to the delega- 
tion from that portion of the Union, that they must take up the 
subject and urge it upon Congress themselves: he was willing 
to be.an humble follower, but he would nettake the Jead. 
With him, from the first moment that he brought his mind 
to the cousideration of the sabject of providing at home for the 


a 


wants of the country, he never could believe there was any į 


‘thing in’a constitutional principle which slept from the year ’89 


Q asked could anyone: suppose’ that the.increase-10° four | 


Proud England owes her vastness— , 


“litwaked-upin the year 1820,that the General Government © 


could notin laying duty for ‘revenue, afford’ incidental protec- 
tion tohomeindustry. He did not hesitate, on broat grounds, 
to epprove of expediénts which he thought less exceptionable 


_than-not protecting atall. : 


He had not gone into minute dčiails; he had embodied great 
principles, which he considered necessary. to be acted upon for 
the relief of the country. He had indulged the hope hat 
these principles. would be received in a spirit of patriotism 
and candor; and he had offered them for the parpose of consult- 
lng together as to whatis best to be done: And he- trusted that 
Senators on all sides would refrain from that doubting and op- 
posing which all men aiétoo prone. to—himsclf amongst the 
rest, he acknowledged—and examine. those resolutions in a 
spirit of fairness, so as to enable them- to decide upon theim with 
sound judgment according to their intrinsic merits. _ 

Mr. LINN, who said the Senator feom Kentucky havingallud- 
edto the remarks which had been made by him (4ir.L.) ona for- 
mer occasion, he felt compelied to makea few observations in 
reply, and he did so reluctantly, because it was possibie that, in 
the course of his remarks, observations might escape him, 
which would wound the feelings of the honorable Senator, and 
of his frierids. He hoped, however, that such would not be the 
case: it certainly would not be his intention. Public rumor 
asserted that the Senator was about to retire from the public 
councils, and that that step was resolved upon in accordance 
with his wish for retirevmert and tranquillity. In that retire- 
ment. the Senator would have an opportunity of exarnming his 
political course of conduct through a long series of years; and, 
in the examination, he hoped he would tind that his course had 
always been correct, and that his path for ihe future, in life,might 
be strewn with flowers, was his sincere wish. ‘Phere was, he 
knew, one spotin his liie which he could contempiate with 
pleasure; he meant his conduct during the last war. 

He (Mv. L ) was very far from desiring to detract from the 
merits of a political opponent, and he had never been more re- 
joiced in his life than he was when the Seraior from Kentucky 
came forward with these resolutions, for they would afford to 
the friends of gaod government an opportunity to examine the 
topics embraced in them; they would also aflurd an opporiunity 
to redeem from any shadow of odium which might remain at- 
tached to it, the memory of one of the greatest men who have 
ever-adorned, or perhaps ever would adorn, our country’s his- 
tory. The clouds which had gathered around his fame werenow 
breaking away, and he trusted thatthe days of that venerated 
hero (Gen. Jackson) would terminate in unclouded suushine, 
Butto return to tbe subject of the resolutions. He, Mr. L. would 


as soun look for patriotism at the hands of aman who presenisa 
petition to dissolve the Union, as to believe in the sincerity ofa 
retrenching Whig. - He could not be bound by any principles 
of consistency, He would begin by taking from one only to 
give to another. He would vote for taxation in one breath, and 
in the next declare that taxation isa curse; yet he would ma- 
nage the finanee’ in such a way that at last the people must 
be taxed, and heavily taxed. When the Treasnry 1s full to 
overflowing, he would vote against an increase of the army and 
navy, and oppose all great projects for internal improvement; 
but with an empty ‘Treasury, he would go in favor of a large 
army and an immense navy, and give money profusely for all 
3. Yaar retrenching Whig, said Mr, laxy, is such an 
of extravagance and economy thatit is dificult truly to 
comprehend him. The Senator from Kentucky said that he, 
Me. L. bed ona former occasion improperly charged the Whig 
party with having given a pledge to the country in the can- 
vass of 1849, that it would, ifin possession of power, bring down 
the expenditures of the Government to thirteen millions of dol- 
lars, and asked for the proof. Mr. L. said unfortunately for 
themselves and the country the Whigs, as a party, dared not 
openly to come out on any definite set of principles; each man 
“wis irom policy permitted to fi on his own hook; and how» 
ever variant their ‘epmions, i tosk care novec to quarrel 
about theirt differences or their principi But if they had 
any One in common, jt was that of retrencnmentand reform—- 
iiwas every where the burden of their speeches, addresses, 
and essays; and there would be no difficulty, at the proper time 
in bringing forward ample proof of this. During the called 
session, 2 petition was here from Georgia, asking Con. 
gress to dispense with the Branch Mint at Dahlonega, and to 
brig down also the expenses of the Government to twelve or 
fifteen millions of doliars—on the presentation of which the 
Senator from Kentucky is reported in the Intelligencer of June 


* 8th, to have said: 


“By Mr. Cuay: From citizens of Cherokee county, Georgia, 
praying thewhboiishment of the Branch Mint in Dahlonega, in 
that State. . 

“Mr. Cray observed that the petitioners were not infiuenced 
by any considerations other than those to reduce all useless and 
unnecessary expendimres; and they had petitioned for the re» 
movai vt the branch where its Jocaltton was such as to be pre- 
sumed to make its continmance favorable to their interests. He 
concurred most heartily in the expression of a sentiment. in the 
latter part of the memorial, which expressed the wish that the 
expenses of the Government might be reduced from forty or 
filty miflions to twelve or fifteen, and that all useless expendi- 
tures might be loppedoff. {twasa source of regret to him 
that the memorial did not come within that class of business oa 
which it was proposed to act atthe present session, and he ex- 
pressed a hone that i mighihe acted on early at the next re- 
gular meeting of Congr He would only move, therefore, 
that itlay on the table: which was agreed to,” : 

Mr. L. again expressed his regret that any thing had occurred 
hould have made it necessary for himto say one word 
ime upon the subject of retrenchment or reform. A 
great c i ividualor national extravagance would 
be found indrying up the fountain which fed boin, and he 
thought thai point was justin sight. Adversity was a severe 
teacher, and he was nowabroad in the land, every where en- 
forcing his lessens, 

CLAY observed that he would s 
rks of the senator, asto his 

He would confine himself ei 


ing in reniy to the 
of the Whig 
y to the single propo- 
penditures to thirtcen 


millions, What he said was, that gentiemen could not produce 
a single evidence that the Whigg had made this s fic pledge. 
ould not admit the document jast read by th ator as 
on iim or his friends. Jt merely exp “tithe wish 
that expenditures shoul.t he brought down to 
thirteen millicns, anil even if what he had said on its presenta- 
tion had been correctly reported, which he doubted, what did 
itamountto buza concurrence in the wish that sucha re- 
trenchment could pe effected, and the expression of a hope 


that much would be done towards accomplishing the reférm 


. desired. ` ; 


Mr. Wricut expressed a desire to present his views im- re- 
-lation te the. proposed resolutions, but, previous-to doing so, 
would offerafew amendments, which he requesied- wight be 
read, with a view of having them. printed. They were read as 
follows: ~ z ; 

Mr. Waricnr submitted the following amendments to the re. 
solutions? p iat TaT r Ee ee pi 

Fo the 2d resolution: Strike out all after the word “obtain- 
ed,” in the first line, and msert “without restoring to the Nas . 
tional Treasury the revenuc from the -puvlic lands, or the impo- 
sition of high taxes upon all foreiga jmports, including the or- 
dinary necessaries of life,” thus making the tax onerous to the 
whole people, because of those necessaries the whole people 
are Consumers. ` ` P ‘ . 

To the 3d resolution: Strike out all after the word “there. 
fore,’-in the first line, and insert “that so much ofthe act en- 
titled an act to appropriate the proceeds of the sales of the pub- 


_ lie lands, and to grant pre-emption rights,” approved on the 


4th day of September, 1841, as appropriates those proceeds to 
the States and Territories, and to the District of Columbia, 
ought tu be repealed, because it is now apparent that this por- 
tion of the public revenue cannot be taken from the National 
Treasury, without creating the instant necessity for. increased 
loans, or additional taxation, or both, to. an amount sufficient to 
supply the deficiency thus produced, i 

To the 4th resolution: Strike outall afterthe word “amount,” 
in the first line, and insert ‘‘of revenue such as may be required 
over and above the means to. be derived from the sales of the 
public lands, whieh amount should- always be equal to the cur. 
reni expenditures of the Government, economically and pro. 
periy administered, and to the gradual but certam extinguish- 
ment of any existing debt, the principles of the act of the 2d of 
March, 1833, entitled “An act to modify the act of the 14th July, 
1832, and all other acts imposing duties on imports,” commonly 
called the compromise act, ought to be adhered to as the gene 
ral basis of such adjustment. $ 

To the 5th resolution: Strike out the words “ought to be re- 
pealed” in the last line, and insert “presents the ground upon 
which only Congress has assented to the distribution of the land 
revenue tothe Siates, and when it shall appear that the distri- 
bution. cannot take place consistently with the terms of that 
provision, it wili appear that a state of things exists under 
which Congress did not intend it should take place at all.” 

‘fo the 7th, Sth, %h and 10th resolutions: Strike out all after 
the word “resolved,” and insert: : ; 

“Therefore, that Congress is called upon to retrench its ex- 
penses:— ; : ; 

By abridging the duration of the long session; . 

Vy regulating and more clearly defining the mileage of the 
members; and ae 

By diminishing its contingent expenses, and cepecially those 
incurred for stationery; for prindng; for the employment of 
clerks to committees; and for folding printed matter to bo 
transmitted through the mail. 

And that Congress is also called upon to make retrenchment 
in the following departments of the public service, viz, 

To diminish the expenses of the Judiciary department. . To 
bring the diplomatic relations of the United States within nar- 
rower limit, by discontinuing appropriations for Charge d'Af- 
faires at Naples, Bogota, Carracas, St. Jagoand Lima. To di. 
minish the expenses of foreign intercourse by reducing the ap. 
propriations for diplomatic representatives for Prussia and 
Brazil to the compensation attached to the grade of ministers 
resident, and for those for Austria and Mexico to the compen- 
sation attached to the grade. of Charge Affaires. To restricting 
ihe frankiug privilege of members of Congress to letters and 
other communications in writing only, and those not to exceed 
the weight of . To further limit and more clearly 
define the franking privileges of deputy postmasters; and to ine 
crease and regulate, according to the weight, the charges to be 
made upon books, pamphlets, and other printed packages 
transmitted through the mails. 

Mr. Catuoon suggested the propriety of printing them in 
connection with the original resolutions; which was agreed to, 
and the printing was ordered. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tusspay, March 1, 1842. 

The Journalof yesterday having been read— 

Mr. BOTTS moved to amend it’so asto attach the resolution 
offered by Mr. W. B. Campzery of Tennessee, to his (Mr. B's) 
resolution in relation to extra allowances, as anamendment to 
his resolution, and not, as it at present appeared, as a substitute 
therefor. 

Mr. B. said that, as the resolution now stood, it did not ac- 
complish the object he had in view; nor did it accomplish the 
object which he supposed the House had in view. 

Mr. W. B. CAMPBELL explained that he had offered hig 
proposition as an amendment, and not asa substitute, 

The SPEAKER said the question had been several times 
istincUy announced as a motion to strike out all after the word 
“Resolved,” and insert the amendment. 5 

After some conversation, the Journal, by general consent 
was so amended. ` , 

A corresponding correction must, therefore, be made in our 
report of yesterday’s proceedings, and the resolution of Mr. 
Borts, as amended by the proposiuoa of Mr. CamPseut, should 
real as follows: : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to report to 
this House all cases in which extra com pensation has hereto: 
fore been adawed to other officers of the Army for services simi: 
lar to those rendered by General Scott, for which he is said to 
have received extra allowance; and that the Secretary of War 
also re tto this Honse the names of such officers of the War 
Denarcment, of the army, including paymasters and Governors 
of Territories, who have received extra allowance; the time 
when received, theamount ofthe extra allowance paid to each; 
the service for which the extra allowarice was claimed, and the 
authority under which it was made, j 

Mr. C. H WILLIAM3aeked leave to offer a resoution im 
structing the Committee on Commerce, to which had been re- 
ferred the message of the President ef the United States on 
the subject of marine hospitals on the Western waters, to in. 
guire into the expediency of establishing a hospital at Mem- 
phis, Tennessee. q s 

Objection being made by Messrs. PROFFIT, SNYDER and 
BRONSON, the resolution was not received, ` 


w 


Mr. WILLIAMS moved a suspension ofthe rule. y 

4, But the SPEAKER decided that that motion could not be en- 
tertained, as:thėre was already a motion pending to suspend 

the rules, ioe : fe 

Mr. BOWNE asked leave to offer, at this time, a resolution 

ranting the use of the Hali to the Congressional Total Absti- 

nee. Society, on Thursday evening next. ; 

Objection being made, the resolution was not received. 

| THE PETITION TO DISSOLVE TAE UNION. 

The ‘unfinished business of yesterday was the motion of 

x. PENDLETON that the rules of the House be suspended 

we the purpose of enabling him to offer the following resolu- 
on: 

:™ Resolved, That the Constitution was “ordained and_esta- 
“wlished”’ to form a “perfect union” of these States, and that 
Congress not only has no authority to take any measures for 


the dissolution of that Union which it was thus created to de- . 


fend and: protect, but that itis the paramount duty of every 
department of this Government, and of all the people of these 
Biates, “indignantly to frownupon the first dawning of every 
attempt to alienate any portion of our country from the rest, 
or to enfeeble the sacied tics which now link together the va- 
rious parts”? g . 

{Norg.—This resolution had been offered in view of the pe- 
tinon presented yesterday by Mr. Gippinas, from citizens of 


Ohio, praying an amicable division of the Union, bya line ` 


drawn between the free and slave States; which said ‘petition 
the House had determined should not be received, } 

A brief conversation followed on a point of order between 
Mr. WINTHROP and the SPEAKER. 

When Mr. STEENROD asked the yeas and nays on the mo- 
tion to suspend the rule; which were ordered. 

Mr. WARREN, supposing, he said, that the House would 
mot act on this subject, moved that the motion to suspend the 
rules be aid on the table, i 

Mr. MORGAN, Thatwill only make a double vote, and 
take up more time. 

Mr, WARREN withdrew the motion to lay on the table. 

And the question then recurred, and was taken, on the 
motion to suspend the rules; and the vote was announced as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. L, W. Andrews, Atherton, Barton, Bidlack, 
Bowne, Brewster, A. V. Brown, M. Brown, Burke, G. W. 
Caldwell, P. C. Caldwell, William B. Campbell, Thos. J. 
: Campbell, Caruthers, Cary, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Clin. 
‘ton, Cross, Cushing, Daniel, Dean, Deberry, Doan, Doig, 

Eastman, J. C. Edwards, Egbert, Charlies A. Floyd, For- 

nance, Gentry, Gerry, Giddings, Goggin, Patrick G. Goode, 
. Gwit, Habersham, Harris, John Hastings, Hays, Holmes, 
« Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Muhard, C, J. Ingersoll, Josepir 
o R, Ingersoll, Jack, Cave Johnson, Keim, J. P. Kennedy, An- 
. drew Kennedy, Lane, Littlefield, Lowell, Abraham McClellan, 

McKeon, A. Marshall, S. Mason, Mathiot, Medill, Meri- 

wether, Mil er, Moore, Newhard, Owsley, Parmenter, Part- 

ridge, Pendleton, Plumer, Pope, Powell, Profit, Rayner, Re- 
ding, Rencher, Riggs, Rogers, Roosevelt, Saunders, Shaw, 


Shepperd, Shields, Slade, William Smith, Snyder, Stanly, 


Steenrod, J: T. Stuart, Summers, Sumter, Sweney, Taliaferro, 
. Triplett, Turney, Van Buren, Ward, Washington, Watterson, 
» . Westbrook, Edward D. White, James W. Williams, Christo. 
pher H, Williams, and Jos. L, Williams—104, 
© NAYS—Messrs, Adams, Allen, Sherlock J, Andrews, Arnold, 
». Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Blair, Boardman, Botts, Briggs, 
"u Brockway, Bronson, William Butler, Calhoun, J. Campbell, 
\hilds, Chittenden, John ©. Clark, M. A. Cooper, Cowen, Cran- 
z. ston, Cravens, Richard D. Davis, Everett, Fillmore, John 
- G. Floyd, Gordon, Ganger, Hall, Henry, Howard, Jas. Irvin, 
William W. Irwin, James, Linn, Mallory, Matiocks, [Max well, 
Morgan, Morris, Osborne, Ramsey, Benjamin Randal, Ran- 
doiph, Ridgway, W. Russell, J. M. Russell, Saltonstall, Simon- 
ton, Sprigg, Stokely, Straton, J, Thompson, Tillinghast, Fom- 
linson, Trumbull, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, War- 
ren, Thos, W. Wiliams, Winthrop, and A. Young-—65, 
So, two-thirds not voting inthe affirmative, the rules were 
not suspended, ; 
MARINE HOSPITALS. 
Mr. €. H. WILLIAMS again asked the consent of the House 
to introduce the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce, to which has 
been referredthe Message of President of the United States up- 
on the subject of marine hospitals on the Western waters, be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of establishing also a 
hospital at Memphis, Tennessee. 

Mic. W. remarked thatthe subject-matter was already before 
one the committess of the House, and that, unless allowed to of- 
fer the resolution, it wouid soon be too late. 

No objection being made, the resolution was considered, and, 
without debate or division, was adopted. . 

Mr. SUMMERS. called for the orders of the day, being 

- Cduring the morning hour) the report of the Select Committee 
on Retrenchment. 
. Mr. GENTRY asked Mr. 8.to withdraw the demand, to 
enable him (Mr. G.) ag the Reporter understood, to make a 
report. 

‘Bot, on motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the House resolved itself 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the Unicn, (Mr. 
Bricos cf Massachusetts in the chair. 


GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The committee again took up the bill “making appropria, 
tions for the civil and diplomatic expenses of Government for 
the year 1842.” g : ? 

When the committee last had the bill under consideration, 
the following was the pending item: 

No, 15. Forincidental and contingent expenses of the De- 
artment of State, including publishing and distributing the 
aws, $25,000.” ` S 

Which said item had, on motion of Mr. FILLMORE, been 
heretofore amended by the addition thereto of the following 
proviso; ee y a 

“Provided that the job printing, stationery, and binding of 
each of the Executive Departments shali until otherwise di- 
rected by law, be furnished by contract, proposals for which 
shall be regularly advertised for iw the public prints; the 
classes, character, and description of the printing. being speci- 
fied in each advertisement, as farascan be cone, and it being 
madea condition in all cases, unless otherwise specifically 
stated in the advertisement, that the work shall be done in the 
city of Washington; and the contract shall in each case, so far 
as the proposals and acceptance shall enable the contract to be 
made, be given to the lowest bidder, whose bid shall be accom- 


} panied with proper testimonials-of the ability of the bidder to 


fulfil his contract.?? : n 
To which said proviso Mr.G. Davis had heretofore moved 
the following amendment: 3 
‘That the publication and distribution of the said laws, and 


-all the job printing, stationery and binding of each of the Exe- 


cutive Depariments, and of all the bureaus and offices in- any 
way connected withsaid Departments, shall-be done, perform- 
ed, and furnished hereafter, until otherwise provided for by law, 
by contract; Sroposals for which shall be advertised: a reason- 
able time in the public newspapers, the classes, character and 
description of the Stationery, binding, and printing being speci- 
fied in each advertisement, as far as that can be done, and let in 
every Instance to the lowest bidder; and the. printing of all 
laws of the United States, advertisements, and every other de- 
scription of printing in any way connected with said Depart- 
ments, or the business thereof, which may be male in -any 
newspaper, shall bedone in the newspaper or newspapers of 
the town, city or place where such publication may be made, 
and which shall have the largest number of subscribers; and 
the locality of such newspaper or newspapers shall be selected 
with a view to, and so as to secure the greatest dissemination of 
the matter so published.” ‘ 

Mr. BIDLACK here rose, and moved (with à view to having 
an expression of opinion on that point) to lay aside this bill, for 
the purpose of taking up the Apportionment bill. 

The CHAIRMAN decided that the motion was out of order. 

Mr. BIDLACK appealed from the decision. . 

After a few remarks from Messrs. EVERETT and BIDLACK, 
the question, “Shall. the decision of the Chair staid as the judg. 


ment of the committee?” was then taken and decided in the af 


firmative, without a division. 

So the decision of the Chair was affirmed. 

And the question then recurred and was taken on the amend 
ment ofMr. G. Davis, and it wasdecided in the negative, with- 
out a division, 

So the amendment to the amendment was rejected, 

Mr. McKEON moved to amend the said item, by striking out 
the words “twenty five thousand,” and inserting “six;” which 
amendment was rejected, 

Mr. G. DAVIS then moved the following amendment to the 
proviso of Mr. FILLMORE: 

“And all other job printing, binding, and stationery, in any 
way touching the public service, shail in like manner be let in 
the same way hy the officer having the charge of the same; and 
the lawsof the United States, and all advertisements and other 
printing pertaining to the public service to be done in agy news- 
paper, shal! be printed and pubtished in the newapaper or news- 
papers of the place where such publication may be made hav- 
ing the largest number of subscribers, to be verified by the afi- 
davit of the editor or editors of the paper making such publica: 
tion, and a'so ofthe editors of such other papers as may propose 
to make the seme.” 

Mr. G. DAVIS briefly enforced the adoption of the amend- 
ment, 

He saidthat, since this bill was last under consideration, he 
had made an estimate of the printing of the publi: Departments, 
and he found that it amounted to the sum of one hundred 
thousand doilars in the year during which the long session oc. 
curred, and seventy-five thousand dollars in the year during 
which the short session occurred. 

* Ife had three objects in view in offering this amendment, 
The first was, economy; the second, to give publicity tothe in- 
formation printed in the newspapers; but his principal object 
was, to guard in some degree the purity aud independence of 
the public press. He desired to weaken what was called “the 
spoils principle’? in this Government. He wanted to wrest 
fiom the Departments some of those spoils which they now an- 


-nually distributed among their follgwers—to prevent extrava- 


gance and corruption—to arrest the abuse of that discretion 
yested in the present head, as it had been in the former heads 
of the State- Department, So far as economy was. concerned; 
so farasthe promulgation of information promulgated in the 
newspapers was concerned; so far as the purity of the press 
was concerned; so far as the reduction of the amount of spoils 
which any adminisiration had to distribute among its followers 
was concerned, this amendment, it seemed to him, ought to re- 
ceive the favorable consideration of the committee, 

Mr. D. also contended that the amendment was anenforce- 
ment of the principle and obvious intent of the law having 
reference to the subject. . , 

Mr. FILLMORE said that the rule which had been acted on 
in relation to amendments to appropriation bills was this: when 
Congtess was appropriating a contingent fund, it might limit 
er drect the application of that fund, and any amendment hav- 
ing that object in view wasin order. But he submitted that no 
amendment was in order to this bill, the object of which was to 
change a general law, 

Ifhe understood this amendment, it went not only to direct 
the application of the contingent fund, but todirect the manner 
in which all printing should be done by the head of the Depart- 
ment. Ifso, he submitted to the Chair thatthe amendment was 
not in order. 

The CHAIRMAN decided that the amendment proposed an 
amendment io an existing Jaw, and was not, therefore, In order, 
‘Ihe principle had been so decided ona former day, and the de- 
cision of the Chair hud been sustained. 

Mr, G. DAVIS appealed from the decision. 

After some remarks from Messrs. DAVIS, CUSHING, 
FILLMORE, and THOMPSON, 

Mr. McKAY observed that, without saying any thing with re- 
gard to the propriety of the amendment of the sentleman from 
Kentucky, be-would barely express the opinion that tbe deci- 
sion of the Chair onthe point of order was en incorrect one, 
and nat in accordance with precedent. Last year an- amend- 
ment was offered to an appropriation bill to rezulate the emo- 
Juments of district attorneys and marshals, and it was objected 
then, as now, that the amendment was out of order, because it 
conflicted with the existing laws: but after a full discussion, the 
House decided that the amendment was inorder. Now, if the 
amendment in relatien to the compensation of marshals and 
district attorneys was in order, an amendment to limit the dis- 
cretion of the Secretary of State in relation to the contingent 
fund of his Depar:ment was also in o: 

Mr. M. A. COOPER called for the reading of the law which 
the Chair bad decided was proposed to be amended by the pro- 
pesition of the genteman from Kentucky, (Mr. Davis.j 

But the law was not forthcoming. 

Mr. J. G. FLOYD, referring to the obvious absence of a quo- 
Tum, moved that the committee rise. - 


` On which motion the 


h right, and that the amendment, in its pri 


Nant o aanneem neeaaea frenetic a i a | 


Bananarama orreee ~- 
nanaman crane 


the yote stood- ayes 36, noes: 


quorum. voting.) oS er i i} : 
Whereupon the CHAIRMAN. roge.and reported that 
the House. `~ s 5 E St 
Mr. CUSHING moved that there be acallofthë Hous i 
Mr. FILLMORE inquired of the Speaker if it: was in-order.to 
offer a resolution directing thé publication of the names of the: 
members who were absent. It was apparent that: the-publie- 
business could not-be transacted unless something of that:kind 
were done, > i tae E r ENEY D eppi n eg 
The SPEAKER reminded Mr. Frormorr that, there not being 
a quorum inthe House, no business could be transacted: <: 
t. HOPKINS asked the yeas and nayson the inmotion of 


Mr. Cusuinc that there be acail of the House. =o at oin 
Which were ordered, and, being taken, were~—Yead’ 91, 
nays 33. pa e : $i 


Soa call of the House was ordered. 2 LURE 

And the roll having been called, 169 members answered.to 
their names. 7 Sit 

And then, on motion of Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky; all 
further proceedings on the call were dispensed®with, = = 

Mr. MORGAN asked the general consent of the House to 
offer a resolution, which he desired migtt. be read’ for infor 
mation. n > 

Mr. J. G. FLOYD objected to the reading. 

Mr, LLOPKLNS moved a suspension of the rule, that the re. 
solution might be received; and. claimed the reading, that mem» 


«bers might know on what they were voting, 


The SPEAKER said a majority could order the readiag of 
the resolution. 2 
‘The resolution was then read (without further objection).as 
fallows: on. i aay toe 
Resolved, That whenever there shall bea call of the House, 
the Clerk shall farnish tothe printer of this House a.iist: ofthe 
abseniees who shall nat answer. to- their names at the first-call, 
or be excused by a vote of the House, and also the-hour: when 
the call commenced. : are 
Mr. J. G. FLOYD objected to the reception of the resolu. 
tion. ; ee: yo 
Mr. HOPKINS moved that the rules of the House be sus. 
pended for the purpose of receiving the resolution, and:asked 
the yeas and nays on that motion, À 
Which were ordered, and, being taken, were as follows: 
¥Was—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Sherlock J. Andrewa, Ather- 
ton, Baker, Beeson, Bidiack, Blair, Boardman, Borden, Brew. 
ster, Briggs, Bronson, Milton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Burke, 
Caruthers, Casey, Chapman, Chittenden, Jolin Cy Clark, 
Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Colquitt, Cowen, Cushing, Garrett 
Davis, Dean, Doan, Eastman, Egbert, Fillmcre, Gates, Gen- 
uy, Goggin, Pavick G. Goode, Granger, Gwin, Habersham, 
Hall, Hopkins, Wubard, J. R. Yngerscll, James Irvin, James, 
Keim, A. Kennedy, Lane, Lewis, Littlefield, A. McClellan, 
McKeon, Samson Mason, John Thom)-son Mason, Mathiot, 
Mattocks, Maxwell, Medit, Muore, Morgan, Owsley, Parmene 
ter, ` Pendleton, Pope, Powell, Benjamin Randall, Ridgway, 
Riggs, William Russell, Shepperd, Shields, Wiljam ‘Smith, 
Steenrod, Stratton, Summers, Sweney, Taliaferro, J. Thomp. 
son, Tillinghast, Tomlinson, Underwood, Wallace, Warren, 
Washington, Thomas W. Williams, James W. Williams, Win- 
throp, Wise, and Augustus Young--90, - . 
NAYS— Messts. Landaff W, Andrews, Arnold, Barton, A. V. 
Brown, William O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C. 
Caldwell, Calhoun, Tiomas J. Campbell, Cary, Mark. A: 
Cooper, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, Deberry, Doig, John C, 
Edwardes, Ferris, John G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, 
A. Lawrence Foster, Tho. F Foster, Gerry, Giddings, Gilmer, 
Gordon, Green, Gusiine, Harris, William 8. Hastings; John 
Hastings, Hays, Houck, Flouston, Hun'er, Charles J. Ingere 
soll, William W. Irwin, William Cost Johnson, Cave Johnson, 
Lowell, Robert McCiellan, McKay, Malory, Alfred Marshall, 
"Thomas F. Marshall, Mathews, “Meriwether, Morris, Newhard, 
Oliver, Osborne, Partridge, Plumer, Ramsey, Rayner, Reding, 
Roosevelt, James M. Russell, Saunders, Simonton, Slade, Sny- 
der, Stokely, Van Buren, Ward, Edward D. White, Christo- 
pher H. Williams, and Joseph L. Williams—€8, : 
So (two-thirds not voting inthe affirmative) the ‘rules were. 
not suspended. i ji 
And, thereupon, the chairman [Mr. Briges] resumed his seat 
in Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
And the question recurring on the appeal of Mr. G, Davis 
Mr. D. said he was satisfied that the decision ot the Chair was 
sent form. did contra: 
vene one of the provisions of the existing law, He therefore 
withdrew his appeal, and modified his amendment to read ag 
follows: 
“and all otherjob printing, binding, and stationery, in an 
way touching the Departments, or any business connected wit 
thei hali in like manner be let in the same way by the offi. 
cer having the charge of the same; and the Jaws of the United 
States and al! adveriiseiments and other printirg . pertaining to 
the publie s ceio be done in any newspaper, shall be print- 
ed and published in the newspaper or newspapers of the place 
woere suc! ication may t e having the largest num» 
ber of sub: å by the affidavit ofthe editor or , 
editors of the paper makir nh publication, aud also of the 
editors ofsuch other papers as may propose to make the same., 
“And provided, further, That nothing herein contained 
shali be construed iovrepeal the provision of any existing Taw 
which authorizes the Secretary of Staieto discontinue the pubs 
liration of che Jaws in any newspaper for cause, and which for- 
again the employment ofthe proprietor of any newspaper 
3 to pūblish the Jaws of the United States.” 
She CHAIR said th 
don, ‘Phe pre 


the existing laws, ; ae 
IS called jor the Leading of the. Jaw now In 10rce 
ect. Base 
en reag— S a : 
Mr, G. DAVissubmiued to the Chair that there was nothing 
inthe amenément, as modified, which conflicted withany pro- 
vision of this iaw. 

The CHAIR decided the amendmentte be. out of order, on 
the ground that the proposition proposed a change in the ex- 


sting law. ls ae 
Me. G. DAVIS appealed from this de A i 
Nirone oe in which the appeal waa advocated by 
Mr. Q DAVIS and opposed by Ñ . FILLMORE and 
WISE ORDON of New York wasata tosa to know how any 
existing law could be changed by this amendment, It simpty 


} 


proposed. to regulate the discretion of the State Department in 


Change. avy-onist 3 
, degree, the existing laws,..was it therefore out of order? 


publication of the laws and. public advertisements, not. tò 


By 
what-tule ofthe “House, or ~of Parliamentary law, were the 


cchands-of Congress tied up so.that it could notregulate the: pub- 
< Hc expenditures? - The geneman from Virgina asked -what 


Werer s reform, which he was ready to go foron 
every suiiabieoccasion. Gentlemen who voted tie other day 


y for dispensmg with two of the clerksof. the “House, yet. when 


! Briods. Cusuine. and ¥ 


théy,came to the printing of the Executives Departments would 
stay. their hands—the subject was too sacred to- be touched, 
He hoped tät gentlemen whe'had been go-zealous . for reform 
would tarry it out in one measure as Well.as another—he hoped 
they: would standup tothe rack and not draw back, We shall 
gee, said Mr. G. before the endoftie-session, who are for reform 
and who-arenot.. The gentleman asked if this was- an attack 
onthe‘Administration? He answered him, no ;-but-he would 
askif this Administration was opposed to reforin, after all the 
professions made before 1 came int power} 


(The CHAI here called Mr. G. to order for irrelevancy.] 
This Admi vion came into power upon. the doctrines of 


retrenchment and reform, and he Yas for holding them up to 
the. pledges which brought them i é 

{The CHAIR again called Mf. Gj to order >.. 

“What he said wasin answer io the gentléman from Virginia, 
and. he wouldnow come to the qu@stion before the House... He 
warited to know in. what particulaf this aynendment was out Of 
order, Whatruleof the House ae of niiameniary proceed- 
ings did ji violate? Was it ngt competent for tbe House, 
while volingan appropriation of 825,900 for ene of the De- 
partments, to reguiate the maner 3 expenditure? Had 
they not, while giving the StategDepatiment that sum, to be 
‘applied to the publication of Uieglawsy tu say that they should 
be published in papers having the widest circulation? After 
some farther remarks from My. 

fdr. McK EON observed that 
ment whether the House coul 
expenditure included in the bil 
considered, they might as well} 
was sorry to differ with the Cj 
and, if he understood the Chair 
effect: that the amendment ei 
ofegisiation, ar = > 7 : 
he CHAIR interrupted Mr. McKeon, and said that the 
amendment was declared to be out of order, because it went to 

change existing laws. ` 

Mr MoR EON undorstood the gentleman from Virginia to 
say that they could not introduce an amendment into an appro- 
- priation Lill to regulate the expenditures under it, without re- 


s itdwas a guesiton of some ma- 
regulate the various items of 
ag the sections were severally 
egle that matter.at once. He 
¥ in the decision it had made, 
ehtly, the decision was to this 
x introduced a new principle 


pealing an existing Jaw, or, In fact, makisg anew law, wile 


we could not do inan appropriation bill, Now he had several 
precedents to refer to show Lthatihis had been frequendy don 

Me also read fromthe laws of 1837, the provision as tout 
Charge w Texas, the expenditure not to take place until d 
President should be satistied of the independence of Texas; 
also, as to Minister to Mexico, whenever the President should 
think fit to renew diplomatic intercourse; aleo, the appropri. 
tion for the salaries of a. surveyor auc. commissioner for run- 
ning our Southwestern boundary. This was accompanied by 
a proviso, that the commissioner and surveyor shoukt be ap- 
‘pointed by and with the advice of the Benate. Alithese pro- 
visoes incorporated new regulations, and gave birth to new 


laws, They only after all regulated and limited Executive ex- 
pendituro. Yor iney establishedt a principle oflimitation fa the 


exercise of phe highest E 


xercise | tiye power--the appointing and 
diplomat intercourse pov 


nthe bil} passed March 8, 1641, may be found a precedent 
which must be familiar to the members of this coramitte 
He referved to the provisnes inserted in the civil asd diploma- 
tig Dill imiuog the compensation of clerks, district attorneys 
marshals, and postmasters. He would ask the clerk to rea. 
the provis) in relation to clerks and disirict attorneys. ‘Phe 
Olerk then read as follows: 

“Por defrayiig the sapenses of the Supreme, Circuit, and 
District Courts ef the United States, juclnding the District of 
Columbia,” d&2, Provided, however, That hereatter, in tien 
‘af all fees, emoluments, and receipts now allowed in districts 
where the present entire compensation of any of the officers 
hereinafter named shallexceed the sum of ove thousand five 
hundred dollars per annum, it shall and may be lawful for the 
United States clerks, attorneys, counsel, and marshals, in the 
district dnd circuit courts of the United States in the several 
States, to demand and receive the same fees that now are, or 
hereaiter may be, alowed by the laws of the said States re- 
spectively where said courts are held, to the clerks, attorneys 
and counsel, and sheriffs, in the highest courts of the said States 
in which like services are rendered. and no other fees or emo- 
Jumenfs, except thatthe marshals shall receive in full, for sum- 
moning all the jurors for any one court, thiety dollars; and shall 
yeceive, for every day’s actual attendance at any court, five 
dollars per day; and for aby services, inciading the compensa. 
tion for mileage, performed by said officers in the discharge of 
ther official dnty, tor which no campensation fs provided by 
the laws of said States respeciively, the said officers may re- 
ceive such fees as are now allowed by law acco to the ex- 
i re anid practice of said courts ofthe Uni a 
i ithe district attor 
rk, shall receive, in addition to the above 

ry of two bundred dolfars per annum.” 
re exceedingly analogous to the 
present one. We ere, id he, te give $25,000 ta the State 
Department, for the printing and publishi ws; and 
itis their duty, iflef unrestrained, to publish them in the pa- 
pers baving th st circiiation; but to prevent any mis 
prehension or or by this am 
ment to prescribe distinct s, FO Liat tf 
be no omisst here. ` 
tion of the which he referred to 
the amend m Kentucky in 
the appre ter, which di- 
rected that all the priotihii 


uw to whie 


hi 
A 


ethe Bi 
binding, ar 
hauld be done by contract, 
nent iuthe public news- 


i8h. 
“Mr. Mc. MCKEON continued.” He was endeavoring to im- 
press on the committee that, so far as precedent was concerned, 


isting law... But suppose it did.modify, in some ~ 


z was,the. object ta be. gained. by adépung this amendment? He - 
: answered, that it wa 


“the House 


1 of Representatives had always taken it upon 
t6-regiilate the manner in which-the public money should be. 
expended, and he believed that the precedents would Be found to 


-accord perfectly withthe rules. He- was. not in the ;habit of 


tila moment or twò since. 


dealing in declamation; bedid not believe in it; but > 
sition, put ina plain shape, was, that the House, in appropri- 
ating.the public money, could always regulate the manner. of 
expending it; and, in regulating it, he would ask; was any 

thing. to.be gained by straining the rales of the House ‘against 

the power of the House, and the interests of the ‘people. - He 

had the fullest confidence'in the Chair, but when these prece- 

dents, which he had cited, were found in opposition to him, they 

could not be charged with-being under the influence of party 

considerations when they vored to reverse his decision. 

After some remarks from My. FILLMORE; noe 

. Mr. HOPKINS said that he had not intended to take any 

partin (he debate which had arisen upon this point of order, un- 

two. He has listened attentively to 

what had fatlen from. other gentlemen, with no other desire 

that to arrivelat ajust and proper conclusion, and, with all his 
respect and deference for the opinions of the Chair, upon ques- 

tions of order, he was satisfied that she decision was wrong,and 
ought to bereversed. J always (sail he)deprecatethe consump- 
tion of the time, which is cften unprofitably occupied here, in 

debate upon immediate points of order; bnt the principle in- 


at all, either under the 53 or 8ist rule. 
atiention of gentlemen firstto the 53 rule.” Chat declares that 


ct different from that un- 


“no motion or proposition on a s 
under color of amend- 


der consideration, shall be admit 
ment.” 

Fhis rule, it willbe perceived, oniy linits the introduction of 
gmendments to the same s! in other words, prohibits all 
emendments on subjects “ditferent from that under considera» 
tion,” and thus, eg vi termini, admits amendmenis on the 
“same subject.” ` This brings us, then, to the consideration . of 
a question of fact; upon which the pomt of order is made to de- 
pend, so fay ag this rule has any thing to do with the question of 
order. -Is the amendment of the gentleman from Kentucky 
(Mr. Davis] npon a subject “different from that under conside- 
ration”? What is the subject under consideration? It js the 
15th clause of the bill, which provides for the incidental and 
contingent expenses of the Department of State, including the 
printing of that Department. What, permit me to inquire, is 
the amendment? It isa proposition, not to increase, diminish, 
or divert the appropriation of $25.000, but simply to regulate 
the expenditure of it. This appropriation being the subject 
under consi jon, can it be siid with any propriety, that an 
ondment which prescribes manner in which this public 
nting for that very Department shall hereafter be executed, 
na subject diferent from that under ideration? In my 


Si 


fadgment, Mr. Chairman, the question, so far as thisrule is con- 


aed, is too plain for argument. The appropriation is, in 
a for executing the public printing ofthe State Depart- 
nl; the amendment proposes to regulate the manner in which 
that public printing shall be executed, anl necessarily relates, 
therefore, to the “same subject.”” 
Does the Sist rule, then, exclude the amendment? I hum- 
bly conceive ihat it does now | Phat rule declares, that “no ap. 
nropriation shail be reported in such general appropriation 
bills, or be in order asan amendment thereto, for any expendi- 
ture not previously authorized by law.” 
Itisappa-est, sir, that this rule was intended, not to restrict 
the powers of this body to regulate the expenditures of public 
money, batto probit amendments for increasing appropria: 
tions for objects not anthbrized hy existingiaw. ‘The ex- 
epri are limited 2s you will perceive by reference to the 
I, to works already commenced, and to cuntingencies 
ving on the several depariments of the Government. 
The subject therefore of contingencies is expressly excepted 
fram the rule, ard that, sir, isin factihe very character of the 
appropriation urder consideration. Task, then, if there is any 
thing in either of the rules which can custain the Chair by rul- 
ing the amendment outoforder? The 5: ines amend- 
ments to the “subject under constderation.” k I have 
t and the amendment, 
c amendments propos- 
ing new appropriations for exnenditures not authorized hy law, 
ı I have mentioned. This amend. 


subject under consideration? 
There is nothing in the rules of this Mouse io require such a 
s ider, and every corsieration ôf public policy forb'ds jt. 
ainurin, sir, that itis nor only competent for ihis committee 
ta regulate. asinisw y seem best, the expenditure 
ofthis appropriation; bet į as competent for vs to strike 
ont the whole cl and insert in leu of it, anothe 


cis enue 
by repealed, 
n the ques- 


tion 
iI 


of order, 


S ve GUC es 


ameonnt 
J tweni 


e hundred 
f ciualche 
to which suc 
srown upin 


e more ef- 
the abuses 


They are wrong in prioc 
as may be practicable 


Tt has been contended that such amendments, if raised, must 
lead to debate; and thus protract our action npon the bill. Tam 
not, as you wul bear me ef those who occupy 
much time in debate; but th on of converienca, 
por whether bills shalt te debated k or ene monty. 
And I willadd, sir, that if we must } ui, no sub- 
jeetean be more appropriate, jn times like these, than those 
which affect the pnMie revecnuevandihke pockets ofour oppress- 
ed and embarrassed constituents, If debate should have the 
effet either of lessening the public burdens, or of securing 


but the. propo: © 


— 


economy in our app tions, or fidelity in the public 

` ditures, that debate will notbe found altogether without its ad- 
yantages to the nation.. But Ido not admit that the reversat -o f 
your decision-can lad to any such results; for all sch ainend- 
menis must relate, first, to the particular appropriation under 
consideration, and secondly, would not, be admitted wherever 
they propose new appropriations for objects not authorized by 
existing laws. Thus restrained asamendments should be, the 
range ofdehate would-be as broad only as the subject under 
consideration; and no rule or -deciston should be allowed to, rex 
strain debate within limits narrower than the subject itself. 
With these views; Tam compelled to vote against the decision 
of the Chair, which I hope will be reversed. A 

The debate was further continued: by Messrs. CUSHING, 

Prorrit, and Mason of Ohio. aa pte 
"When. (the question. on the. appeal still pending) Mr. 
BOWNE moved that the committee rise; which motien, by 
“ayes 67, noes 45, was agreed to; [but no quorum voted. J 
So thé committee 10se, and the CHARMAN reported pro- 
Sess. : 
E And, on motion of Mr. WARD, 
The House adjourned, 
IN SENATE. 
WEDNESDAY, March 2, 1842. $ _ 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the proceedings of a public meeting 
of the citizeng of the town of Ridgway, Orleans county; New 
York, asking the interference of the American Government. in 
behalfof the patriot Americans, heidas prisoners at Van Die- 
man’s Land: referted (a the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Also, presented a petition from Mra. Mary A Asking, widow 
of Lieutenant Robert Askins, praying that her pame may be 
placed on the Revolutionary pension List, in considcraiion of the 
services of her husband: referred to the Committee on Pen» 
sions. . 

Mr. STURGEON presented the petition of Jordon L. Mott, 
for the passage of an actby which the rights of proprietors of 
new designs and patterns may be protected from piracy, and 
may be secured in a safe, cheap, antl expeditious manner, to the 
endhat the manufacturers and mechanics of the United States 
may be cnabled fully to compete with those of any other coun- 
try: referred to the Committee on Patents. Wa? o 

Mr. ALLEN presented a petition from citizens of Cincinnati, 
asking that the mileage ullowed to members of Congress may 
be reduced to one-fourth of what it now is, (viz: to two dollars 
for every twenty miles!) referred to the Committee on Retrench- 


ment, ` 

Mr. ALLEN presented a communication from Jacob Benner, 
a citizen of Ohio, enclosieg a plan fora United States National 
Exchequer. Mr. A. remarked that all he had to say upon, the 
subject was, that the memorialist was a worthy and respectable 
man, ‘The plan proposes a capital of two hundred millions of 
dollars in com, to be composed of the baser metals, such as Cop- 
per or brass, instead of gold and silver; the Secretary of the 
Treasury to take the whoie of the stock; and to hold it for and 
in behalf of the United States; and the machinery to be conduct: 
cd under the supervision ofa board of control, as provided for 
in the pian: referred to the Committee on Finance. | : 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a petition from citizens of Le- 
banon county, Pennsylvania, attributing the evils which exist 
in the country to the compromise act, and asking for protection 
to the labot and manufacturing interests ‘of the country: 2 

Also, presented two memorials from the same State, asking 
that the duty on fureign imported iron may be restored to what 
it was in 1839: referred to the Committee on Manufactures, 

Mr. CLAYTON, from the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims, made an adverse report on the petition of Henry and 
John Banks, praying remuneration for supplies furnished the 
United States, and for the loss of certain ships daring the war 
of the Revolution; which was ordered to lie on the fable, 

Mr. HENDERSON, from the Committee on Private Land 
Claims, reported back, without amendment, and with a recom- 
mandation thet it do not pass, House bill for the relief of Chas, 
Morgan. 

Also, from the same committee, made an adverse report on 
the petition of Richard C. Allen, praying permission to enter a 
-quantity of lang, in Heu of certain land purchased by him from 
the United States which was covered by a prior claim. 

“ Also, made an adverse report on the memorial of Louis La 
Beaune, of Miss-vri, praying confirmation of a certain land 
tide; which were ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 
om the same commitice, made an adverse report on 
the memorial of the executors of Windsor Brown and others, 
officers of the Virginia State line, during the Revolutionary 
War, pisying that the bounty land to which they are entitled, 
ane of which they have been deprived, may be granted to 
toem., j 

Mr. MOREHEAD madesome effort to have leave to withdraw 
the subject from the consideration of the caminittee, but it was 
ruled out of order by the Chair (Mr. Kine,] sn the then stage of 
the case. On motion of Mr. M. the repoit was laid on the ta- 
bie for the present 


Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on the Revolutionary 
Claims made an adverse report on the petition of the repreeen- 


tatives of F L. B  Geadwin, a surgeon’s mate in the 
army af the Revolunon, for commutation, ccc. Ordered to lie 
on the lable and be printed, 

Mr. TAPPAN, from the Committee on Private Land Claima, 
reparted back without a iment, end adverse to its passage, 
lionse hill fortherelief of Joseph Campeit. at 

Mr. EVANS iniraduced a bill io es eh a port of entry at 
State of Maine; which was read a 
d second time, and referred to the Committe on Com- 


TAPPAN, from the Committee on the Library, submit. 
ted a resolution, which Hes on the sable, proposing that the 
three hune and thirty copies of the Land Laws and opinions, 
printed ur resolution of the Senate of the 28th oi Februe 
E aw on hand, be distributed to such members of 
have notrecelved the same. until the copies are 
that the fourteen hundred and filly capies of 
p son the public lands, in five volumes folio, be 
d equally amongst the members of Congress to be by 
ributed in their respective States and Territories, 
On motion of Mr. BARROW, é 
Aesclved, That the Secre:ary of the Treaenry he directed to 
transmit to the Senate a siateme h g the amount of 
daties arising on irperssnd toonase, at the port of New Or- 
leans, in tbe years 15839, 1840 and 1841; and also the amount of 
moneys received from the sale of public lands in the State of 
Louisiana in the same years; and also what portion of the pube 
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lic ‘revenues derived from the aforesaid sources was expended 
within the limits ofsaid State doring said years. 

Mr. ARCHER, from the Committee on Military Alfairs, re- 
ported a bill Jor the reliet of De. Boyd Reilly, which was tead a 
first time and ordered'to a segond reading. 

The adverse report of the Committe on Claims on the claim 
ofl: D. Teakte of the state or Maryland; and of Revolationary 
Ciaimis on the petition of the heirs of Capt. Robt. White, were 
taken up and concurred in. : 

The bill for the relief of Hezekiah Cunningham was consis 
dered ag in Commitiee cf the Whole reported to the Senate, and 
‘ordered to been grossed for a thied reasing. 

The resolution of Mr. ALLEN to open the doors of the Senate 
during the transaction of Executive business, except when en- 
gaged on treaties, was, at the suggestion of Mfr, A. mate the 
order of the day for Monday next. 


CLAIMS ON MEXICO, : 
The resolution sudmitied by Mr. Watkga on the Sch ultima, ~ 
calling for informaiion in relation to the Board cf Commission- 
evs for settling the claims of American ciuzens with Mexico-— 
Me. W, having accepted the modifications offered on prior days 
—was adopted, and reads as foliows: 7 
solved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested, if not incompankbie with the public interest, to coui- 
municate to the Senate all papers addressed to the President or 
tothe Department of State from citizens of the United Stat 
having claims upon Mexico relating to the terms of convention 
Setween the Uoned States and Mexico. prior or subsequent to 
tbe execution of the same. stating objections to the same or ie 
its execution, and tha answers thereto; copies of any comr 
nication or representations not herztclore communicated to t 
` Sonate which may have been addressed to ihe Department 
State by any. portion of the said claimants in relation to the pr 
ceedings and progress of the mixed commission under the 
convention. Also, copies of the minutes of the board appoint 
trader said convention.up to the period when they proceeded i¢ 
act upon individual cases. Also, copies of any notification. ' 
irom the State Department ar auy other quarter of the time j; 
and place of the first mecing of said board, Also, copies of 
. apy communication which may have been addressed to the 
members of the board appoiated by the United States, or any 
or either of thom, touching the organization of the board or 
pode of preceeding. Aiso, copies of the conimissions of ali 
he members of sutd board, and of the instructious, Hany; fron: 
either Government to the said board or its members. Also, any 
correspondence which may have taken place between the . 
Mexican commission and the Secretary of State touching the i 
execution of, or proceedings under, the said convention, if not 
H 


ia 


_.of such a character as, in the opinion of the President, to be 
improper to be communicated. 

_ And thatthe President be also requested to cause to be com- 
ifunicated to the Senate a tavular statement of the names of 
the claimants whose cases have been presented to the Mexican 
Commissioners and acted on by the eame, the nature of the 


claims, the amount of indemaities claimed in each case, princi- 
palandinterest, if any, the amount reported and allowed by 
the Board of Commissioners, and the date and amount of the 
-award, designating the principal, interest, and total, and show- 
ing, in cases where, the award has been made by the umpire, 
the amount allowed by the American or Mexican Commis- 
stoners and by the sald umpire, and such statements as may 
be given by the Commissioners, or any of them, touching. the 
organization of thé Board and the mode of procedure before 

em. : , 
hii Muarice’s resolution to establish an additional joint rule 
to the effect that no amendment shall be offered to the general 
approptiation bills not called for by pre-exisung laws, excep. 
for contingent expenses, bejng iu order— Ţ , 

My. WOODBRIDGE suggested that it lie over until to-mor- 
row; to which Mr. Merrick assented, with the understanding 
thatit was (hen to be taxen up. 

On motion of Mr. LINN, 
| Resolved, Thatthe Fostmaster General be requested to send 
to the Senate a statement showing the number of post routes on 

ended onthe Sabbath days, the amount 


which the mails are sus; 
and the name of 


saved to the Department by such susper 
the State or Siates aren such rontese 

On motion of Mr LINN 

Resolved, That the Commissioners of the General Land of- 
fice be directed to send tothe Senate a statement showing the 
consiruction given by him in practice to theact of July 4, 1835, 
confirming tue reports of the Bourd of Commissioners appoint- 
edto investigate private land claims in Missouri under the acts 
of July 9, 1832. and March 2, 1933; and whether, in his opinion, 
any further legislation is necessary to enable him to carry out 
effectually andjusily said act of July, 1830, 

ORDUERSOF THE DAY, . 

The orders of the day brought up as the nnfi ished business 
of yesterday, Mr. CLAYS retreuchiient and reform resolutions, 
submitted to the Senate on the 15th ultimo, the question pend- 
ing being on the adoption of Mr. Wricut’s proposed amend- 


tly 


t 


onts, AEA Draai 
Mr. WRIGHT, who was entitled to the floor, addressed the 
Senate for abouttwo hours. His speech will be given in full 
ent we can only lay before our readers a aene- 
sarily too con- 
ereevery thing 
g theindul- 
2enrent ia his re- 
ad to enter rather hurriedly into this 
o provide himself with those 

do justice to the sub- 
at mreasnre, ta the re- 
om Keatucky, and 
n seemed te demand. 
of the amendments 


he 
ne 


said was important. 
gence of the senate fo 
marks, having been obiis 
discussion betore he had ha 
documents and! references fl 
ject. He would conti 


ta 


ine hin 
maiks made yesterday by the | 
such observations in reply ae pa a 
ould bs apparent from the -nature : t 
which ie had proposed to the Beuator’s resolutions, that his 
object in submitting them did not originate In an Srpectanan 
tnat they would prevail, but that his purpose was to open the 
field for discussion, and thereby afford the Senator from Ken 
tucky and his friends an opportunity of justifying their princis | 
ples before the country. ‘He was gratified yesterday to fin 


Senat 


that the Senator, in his remarks, had abstained from exciung 
allusions to party topics, the usual manner of treating which 
commonly leads to nothing but irritation. He should himself. 
cadeavor to follow the Menator’s good example, by pursuing 
the track of plain argument. : 

__ In reference to the Senator’s resolutions, taken collectively, 
itstruck him that they assumed too much when they called 
upon this body (the Senate) to originate measures which’ the 
Constitution not only did not authorize it to originate, but the 
incipient steps of which it expressiy delegated to another 
branch of national legislation. Some of these resoiudons pro- 
posed to define the bounds of raising mone; for the adminis- 
tration of ure Government. He conceived that in setting up 
bounds for the limitation of legislation, this body wold be 
subjecting itself justly to tne censure which had been thrown 
ontse lavishly against another branch of the Government, Ia 
this discussion he meant to establish two radical principles: 
First, thatthe moving cause for taxes of the character pro- 
posed in these resolutions shold be revenue alone, every thing 
else being incidental; avd, nexi, that the measure of this reve- 
nue shovld be, an economical administration of the Govern. 
ment. Whatever might formerly have been thought, this 
principle now prevailed every where. It was adopted in the 
Compromise act, and it may Row be considered a scitled prin- 
cipte in this country. s 

But, recurring to the resolutions themselves, be would con- 
sider them somewhat in detail. 

The Senator remarked yesterday that his first resolution had 
been treated aga mere declaration of tniisms. He (Mr. W.) 
considered itas such; be believed no man in the country 
would presume to controvert the principle that it is the duty of 
every individual tolive within his income, and thatit is no less 
the duty of a Government. It wassaid then, with truth, that 
the last Administration did notact on this prinaipte. That is 
trues butit was also true that there wasovt aman in that Ad- 
ministration, nor a Mend of it, that cid not subscribe to the 
doctrine, aod z 

In stating the expondes of the late Administration, the Sena- 
tor made an annual average exceeding thirty-five millions of 


* dollars. In such calculadons it is strange what delusions lead 


people astray. The Senator said he wontd not go into the iñ- 
quiry what was, or what was not, trust funds, &c. But it ts 
strange what a difference there is between the Senators caleu- 
lations sow and on former occasions, i 

Mr. Secretary Ewing, ia his report, stated the expenditures 
ofthe late Administration as follows: for 1S37, thirty-one mii- 
lions of dollars; 1338, thirty-one miilious; 1839, twenty-five 
millions; 1840, twenty-two and a half miilions, This is very 
different from the Senator’s present average of thirty-five mil- 
lions. But was not the Administration all that time paying off 
‘Treasury notes? Kow often had that Admiuistration been 
charged with having twenty millions of dollars outstanding as 
a public debi, when in reality, there never was a time at which 
the outstanding Treasury notesactually exceeded ten millionst 

While on the subject, and for the purpose of presenting to the 
country correct information, he would examine this document 
of Mr. Ewings more minutely. He would give Mr. Ewing’s 
calculation oi the expenditures of these ominous twelve years, 
begianing with Genera! Jackson’s first term. 

Mr. Warowt quoted details of expenditures from document 
No. 31, H & extra session, page 25. The expenditures, ac- 
cording to this docunrent, Were, in round numbers, lor 


1929, $12,000,000 1835, $17,000,000 
I 3,000, , 

i 332 16,000,000 1839, 31;000.000 

183, 22,000,000 1839, 25,000,000 

: 18,000,000 1510, 22,000,000 


He didnot feel caled upon to make any other remark than 
to refer to the history of that period. During the greater por- 
tion cf these twelve years the great evil pressing On, the Admi- 
nistration was the surplus revenue, which was obliged finally . 
to be distributed to the States, because the Government, dare 
not assume the responsibility of appropriating it otherwise. 

He next recapitulated the appropriauons and expenditures 


for the twelve years, as follows: 


Appropriations, Expenditures, 
1829, $13,000,000 “12 680,000 
1830, 14,009,090 000 000 
1831, 13,000 000 13.600.000 
1832, 13,000.00 16,099,000 
1833, 22,000.000 22,0100 000 
1834, 20,000,000 18,000,000 
1835, 17,000,020 17.000 009 
1836, 37,000,600 29,000,000 
1837, 34,000,000 31.000 000 
1838, 33,0000.000 31 030.000 
1839, 23,000,000 25,800 000 
1840 21,000,000 22 000, 0V0 


It will be seen that, in 1839, a change commenced—thie ex- 
penditures exceeding the appropriations. . 

When the excess:ve approprauons commenced, Congress 
Jed the Govern:nent, and continued io lead it, til, in 1836, the 
appropriations reached thirty seven milions, and twenty-nine 
millions only conid be expended. ee A 

He would now show tae Senacor, from an authority which he 
would not question, what were the expenditures of the tast Ad 
ministration contrasted with the expenditures of this Adminis 
tration. The Senator took his estimate ai hwernty iwo millions. 
The Secretary of the Treasury (Mr orward) said the ouil ay, of 
the first year of this Administration was $32,791,000; but taking 
out seven millions ot Treasury notes to be refleemed, it would 
leave a balance for expenditures of $25,791,000. He hadsought 
another document, but had not been able to lay his hand on it. 
The Secretary of the Treasury, however. recommends expendi. 
tures this year amounting to $2 009; iere Iso anorber 
sum to be added, of §1,572,920—these two sums making 
$25.997,030 in round num. rs. i 

His object in menuonisg these details was to show how un- 
equally the Senator and his friends send before the country 
their statements against Mr. Van Buren’s administration, and 
how little the advantage is which they gain by. a just contrast 
with their own scale of expenditures. The Senator, charges 


Mr, Van Buren’s administration with an average expenditure of - 


thirty-five millions annually;.and estimate. 
ibis Administration at twenty-four millions: 

Mr. CLAY interposed, wo say that his estimate: was not the 
estimate. ofthis Admmistration. He ‘had> only -proposed a 
scheme which appeared to him to be right, and made: his: esti- 
mate en his own responsibility solely, He begged. of the Sena- 
tor to Separate his plan on b estimates ofthe: present Ad- 
ministraiion, and in speaking of them to i , 
rate find ¢ distinet. k s ; paneer ment ee 

Mr. WRIGHT explained, that it was not his puri \< 
represent the Senator, He had shown that the psc Alta 
during the last two years of Mr. Van Buren’s administration, 
had come down in 1839 to twenty-five millions, and in 1840: w 
twenty-two millions. {Tere was a rapidly decreasing expendi- 
ture. * 

‘Lurn now to the new Administration, and see if the ratio of 
decrease is preserved. : Mr. forward says, in’ page two ot-hig 
report, that the expenditures of the first three quarters. of 1841 
were twenty-four and three-quarter millions, and that the last 
quarter added, the whole expenditure of the year would exceed 
thirty-two millions, an increase of more than ten millions over 
the expenditures of the preceding year, “In this ‘thirty-two mil. 
lions it may be said there are Treasury notes,to be redeemed in- 
el uded, but leaving out tbe Treasury notes, the-fact is at lastar- 

‘rived at, that the expenditure of the year is twenty-five and 
three-quarter millions, without talking at all of Treasury 
nates. ` z ` neti 

He admitted that the expensegof the Government from 129 to 
139 had increased alarmingly, This was owing to the. surplue 
revenue, and it was only when the appropriations had to be cur- 
tailed for wantof means, that Congress began to see the folly: of 
the course it had been pursuing. soo 

Te had merely mentioned these things to show how unfair and 
unjust had been the manner of presenting the expenditures of 
the last Administration, 

Mr. Wnicnr entered into many details which wail be given, 
in the full report of hisspeech hereafter. One point, however, 
we cannotomit. He showed that the present Secretary of the 
Treasury, in his reply to the cal! of the Senate. stated the pub- 
lic debt, on the 4th of March last, to be eight millioas—Treasury 
notes,and every other outstanding demand included. Now the fact 
is that there was at feast a million of dollars of these Treasury 
notes counted in the eight millions, which was, before the 4thot 


the expenditu. 


March, actually paid off, having been taken up at the land | 


offices at the time this amount was included in the eight mile 
lions, as apartofihe debt, From the peculiar circumstances 
under which the last two administrations were placed—op- 
pressed by a surplus revenue—and driven by Congressional ap- 
propriations far beyond their estimates—heshowed thatthe large 
expenditures for which they were sojunjustly reproached, were 
entirely beyond their control. 

He then contrasted the relative positions offthe past and prev 
sent Administrations, and asked what had been the real condition 
of things? The one Administration expanding from a surplus re- 
venue up to the Jast two years of its term, and then retrenching; 
and the other commencing with an empty Treastiry, and ex- 
panding its expenditures in the ratio of tts embarrassments. 

Notwithstanding the able argument of the Senator from Ken- 
tucky in support of his resolutions, it had not yet been made ap- 
parent to him that after the restoration of the Jand fund, it would 
be necessary to exceed a tariff of 20 per cent. The Senator 
bases his calculation on expenditures amounting to twenty-two 

‘millions, and then goes into calculations to. show how that sum 
is to be met. In these calculations he assumes that the value 
of duty-paying imports will not exceed ninety-one millions for 
some years to come. 

Mr. Wrigut here entered into an examination. of the\imports: 
for a series of years, coming down to 1840 ¡when the-table of 
commerce states them at one hundred and seven millions, He 
desired to know what circumstances existed which might make 


- the imports of 1840 too high for an average of years past?. It 


certainly could not be said that the country was in a condition 
to encourage excessive imports during that year, and he thought 
on the contrary, there was much to induce the belief that one 
hundred and seven was under an average. But even taking the 
Senator’s estimate uf duty-paying imports at the annual 
average of ninety-one millions for some yeats to come, it 
adnot been proved thatthe twenty per cent, of the compro- 
se act wontd be inadequaieto the wants of an economical 
administration of the Government. Twenty per cent. on nines 
ty one millions, taken as whe duty onimpoarts, will give eighteen 
millions; add the income from lands at three millions, and that 
gives from twenty-one and a half te twenty-two millions. Now, 
if from the rapidly increased expenditures when the Treasury 
was overfiowing; to the exhaustion of the Treasury, expendi- 
tures had come down to twenty-two millions, what was te pre- 
ventthe Government from being carried on successfully and. 
properly with the reduced rate thus ascertained to be practi- 
cuble? Would any man say that wasnot enough for an eco- 
nomical administration of the Government? He, for his part, 

fied $20,000,000 would be amply sufficient. wees 

The Senator asks for $26,000,000 of revenve—g22,000,000 for 
the ordinary expenditures of Government, $2,000,000 for re- 
dempiion of the debt, and $2,000,000 for a reserved fund. It had 
been said the Senator from New Hampshire. { Mr. Woonsvry.] 
when atthe head ofthe ‘Treasury Department, and he (Mr. 
Wriear) himself, had recommended-a reserved «fund of 
$2,000,000. True, they were in favor of a reserved fund; but 
if that was once ected and on hand, they never thought of 
augmenting it hy $2,000,000 annually. 

E CLAY explained that, in hìs hurried remarks yesterday, 
he had nezlected to state that it was.not his expectation fhat an 
accumulating fund of $2,000,000 annually would be proper; 
but it was his belief that contingent expenses wonld keep down 
the reserve fund to $2 000,000 at ail times. pe 

Mr. WRIGHT said ifthat was intended asa prevision for a 
permanent contingent fund, he had not another word to say, 
except that if wasthen apparent the Senator's proposition, ine 
stead of being, as it nominally was, twenty-two millions, was re- 


ally one of twenty-four millions, for permarent expenditures 
fthe Government. f i i 
oferente to the resolution proposing to repeal the clause 
ofthe Distribution act, which provides for restoring the land 
fond, should the 20 per tent. of the compromise act be exceeded, 
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hig considered the question on that'repeal the vital question of | 


‘the discussion. The Senator himself said, a few days ago, on 
anotiier accasion, that thesimple question after all was, whether 
the amountof distribution should be raised by the direct taxa- 
tion of the State Governments, or by the more mild exercise of 
the power of indirect taxation by the General Government. It 
is, then,.at once an admission that the question. comes to this, 
whether: Congress shall or shall not use the taxing power of the 
General Government for the purpose of raising revenue to be 
distributed to the States for State. purposes. 

‘To provide taxes to pay the debts of the States is not to pro- 
vide for the payment of the debts due by. the General Govern- 
ment... If taxes are to beso’ raised for distribution on the pre- 
text of being for the general welfare, are they not to be expend- 
ed on local roads, canals, and other purposes, exclusively. falle 
ing Within the functionsand duties of State Government? 

He read from the third section of the fourth articteof the Cone 
aticution the following passage: : 

! “The Congress shall have power to dispose of and make all 
needful rules and regulations. respecting the territory or other 
‘property belonging to the United States;” ý 

And commented at some length on the attempts to torture 
this clause into an authority for distribution. He contended 
that.if- the doctrine maintained by the friends of distribution be 
>the sound and constitutional doctrine, the authority of Congress 
iş as great over the whole property as over the whole territory; 

~-and-what does it result in but leaving at the discretion of Con- 
‘gress unlimited powers? It removes all bounds to appropria- 
tions, and leaves that power co-extensive with the means of ex- 
penditure. Itis a new reading of the-Constitution, and one 
which, if once established, will put it out of the power of this 
country tocast reproaches in future on the supremacy of Parlia- 


ment in Great Britain, to dispose of the whole property of the ` 


“realm. 

But it is said Congress has power to borrow money—and 
there is no limitation, He had supposed there was always a 
limit to its application to the payment of pre-existing debts, or 
the common defence of the country and general welfare of the 
Union itself—not the partial [welfare of the States separately 
considered, but the integeral welfare of the Union. But if this 
power of borrowing money isto be extended to the principle of 
borrowing money to forma fund for after appropriations lead- 
ing to distribution, he knew of no bounds that could be set to 
the powers of Congress, and it would be idle to talk of checks, 
and balances on. the action of legislation. 

He next alluded-to the actof Congress authorizing the State 
of: Virginia to adjust land claims on the General Government 
which Congress bound itself to pay: and what had been the 
resuli? Had not this Government already paid an amount, 
under that arrangement, ten times greater than any man had 
ever creamed of? : 

This wasa proofof the folly of separating the power of ap- 
propriatind money from the power of raising it by taxation. 
By separating these responsibilities, a field is opened for the 
wildest chaos in Government thatcan be conceived. If itcould 
be proved that the same constituency receive and pay, it might 
be proved thatthe only difference would be theexpense of the 
operation, But is that nice adjustment possible? The least 
yeflecti m proves it isnot. The consumption of imported ar- 
ticles paying duty in this extended country, never can be in 
proportion to representative population. Some districts will 
consume more than others, and some less. A particular article 
is not essential to one district, andthe people of that district 
urge its taxation. Another article is essential, and its taxation 
is resisted. One portion of the country has adeep interest in 
the taxation which protects its interests; another portion looks 
upon such taxation as the grossest injustice to its interests. For 
what gooil do we fasten this policy onthe country in the face of 
these greatdangers? Yes, for what? To give the people mo- 
ney? Thatis absurd. Itis not even an operation by which 
the good neutralizes the evil; for there isa dead loss of the ex- 
penses of the operation. It is a system which must, if per- 
sisted in, bring about the destruction of this Union. The mo- 
ment the system comes to be acted upon, Congress will findite 
own actions thrown back upon itself, causing embarrassments 
beyond any calculation. He spoke not ofresistance, bat of other 
effects, 

The great reason urged forthe adoption of the system at this 
time, is, to relieve the indebted States. No man felt more than 
he did for the condition of indebted States; yet he felt bound to 
say, the General Government had no right to interpose; the 
‚power of relief lay in the State Governments, which in their 
legitimate functions are bound to tax the property of the States 
to pay the debts of the States, or to keep them free from debt. 

The Senator had drawn a parallel of a parent distributing 

his property tohis children. “Why not put the case in its true 
colors, and tell the people of the States that the real nature of 
the parallel would be, a parent whose income was inadequate to 
hig expenditures, and whose estate was in debt, going to his 
children and saying, “I will distribute to you part of the in- 
come of my estate, and youshall payit back to me, with as 
much in addition of your own money as will refund me all my 
expenditures in consequence of the operation.” Would the 
children thank hirn for this manifestatiop of his parental regard? 
When the system is once adopted, is there any thing to confine 
the General Government to thesole distribution of the land 
fund? What, in time, isto prevent a demand from the inte- 
rests whose greatest profits arise out of protection that a pro- 
tective revenue should be raised and distributed, or the iron in- 
terest, or any other interest in succession, making similar de- 
mands, till distribution would reach to any possible amount 
which taxation could furnish? Tt is not the necessary conse- 
quence, that appropriations will he only asecondary considera- 
tion, the saving ofthe public money for distribution being the 
primary object, and that object subjecting members of Congress 
to influences dangerous enough to prostrate the legitimate pow- 
ers of Government, and substitute influences of the most cor- 
rupt and destructive nature. 


Mr. W. showed the effect ofthe policy upon‘the credit of the 
country in foreign money markets, and asked how would it im- 
prove or sustain the credit of an individual in the babit of pledg- 
ing his estate whenever he had occasion to borrow money, to 
give away lis estate, and then go to the customary money lend- 
ers, offering them his note instead of his estate for a pledge? 
What would be the result in the case of the individual under 
sach circumstances, has been result with regard to this Govern. 
mentsince it gaveaway its estate by the Distribution act. Its 
credit in the foreign money markets shows the consequence of 
such policy. 

‘The first course of a prudent and wise Government ia, to pro- 


‘vide for its own necessities before it undertakes to be bountiful 


toothers. It was bound to be just towards itself, and its credi- 
tors, before it undertook to be generous at their expense to 
others. A 

Which form of the resolutións shall be taken? Shall the Se. 
nate consent to repeal the clause in the Distribution act, or reite- 
rate that it was the only condition on which the act was passed, 
and therefore it should not be repealed? ae 

He had for sometime considered that the long sessions of 
Congress had become too protracted. And to limit this abuse, 
he knew of no remedy but to fix the day of adjournment at the 
very ontset of. the session. EM : 

(Many Senators expressed their assent.] 

Mr. CLAY, from hisseat: the one hour rule sir; the one hour 
rule! è A 

Mr. WRIGHT contended that the one hour rule would 
not be soefficacious as fixing the day of adjournment, If every 
member of the Senate was to indulge in as much talking as the 
Senator from Kentucky, (Mr. Ciay,] and himself, (Mr. 
Wrreut,) and each was to be entitled to his hour a day, they 
could easily speak outa much longer session than the longest 
complained of. 

Mr. W. next entered into an examination of other proposed 
reforms, and expressed his réadiness to go as far as any man 
in reference to retrenchments in Congress, retrenchments 
in the civil list, and in every other department of the Govern- 
ment. 

With regard to the expense of printing for Congress, he con- 
ceived the best way of reaching reform, would be to take away 
the privilege of franking public documents. If members of 
Congress could notsend printed matter frem Congress under 
their franking privilege, there would be no occasion found for 
ordering the printing of five and ten thousand copies of public 
documents. This dissemination of printed matter was inju- 
rious to the public press of the country. He did not be- 
lieve that Congress was diffusing public information more 
effectually than the same object could be effected by the public 

ress. 
p Heargued that anincreased postage ought to be imposed 
on newspapers and periodical packages in proportion to 
the weight—for they, in addition to the documents from Con- 
gress, were weighing down the mails, and embarrassing the 
Post Office Department by their enormous increase in bulkand 
weight. 

Ho thanked the Senate for the attention with which he had 
been favored. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana, expressing a wish to speak on the 
subject, and the hour being late, g 

The Senate, on motion to that effect, adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepnzsbay, March 2, 1842. 

The journal ofyesterdzy was read and approved, 

Mr.-M. A. COOPER introduced to the House the Hon. Mr. 
Biacx, Representative elect from the State of Georgia, who 
was qualified and took his seat. 

DAILY HOUR OF MEETING. 

On leave given, Mr. FILLMORE introduced the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That on and after Monday next, the daily hour of 
the meeting ofthis House shall be 11 o’clock, a. m. until other- 
wise ordered. f 

Mr. MILTON RROWN asked the yeas and nays on the 
adopted of the resolution; which were ordered, and being taken, 
were: Yeas 123, nays 32. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO (very imperfectly heard by the Re- 
porter) grve notice that he would to-morrow move a reconsi- 
deration of the vote just taken; and that, if that motion failed, 
he would, so scon as opportunity offered, move that the com- 
mittees of the House be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the business referred to them, as it would be impossible 
for them to attend to those duties. 

Mr. GENTRY, (on leave given,) from the Committe on Pub- 
lic Lands, to whoin had been referred the Senate-bill for the re- 
lief of Clarke Woodruff, reported the same with an amendment; 
which said bil] was committed. 

Mr. GENTRY moved that the House now go into Commit- 
tee of the Whole, for the purpose of considering the bill, (the 
justice and equity of the claim therein provided for, being, Mr. 
G. said, undisputed.) 

Some irreguiar conversation followed, 

When Mr. GIDDINGS objected to the motion. 

Mr. MOORE moved a suspens‘on of the rules, for the pur- 
pose of enabling Mr. Gentry to submit his motion. 

Mr. GIDDINGS asked the yeas and nays, which were re- 
fused. 


And the question being taken the House refused to suspend : 


the rules. 
Mr. SUMMERS called for the regular order of business, _ 
REPORT ON RETRENCHU MENT. ‘ é 

The House resumed the consideration of the unfinished busi- 
ness of the morning hour, being the second of the seriep of re- 
solutions reported from the Select Committee on Retrenghment; 
which said resolution is the following words: a2 

Resolved, That, in addition to the messenger now autho. 
rized by law'to be employed by the Clerk, he.be authorized to 
employ two assistant messengers at the same compéneation 
allowed to the other messengers in the service of thé House, 
and one laborer, in lieu of the six messengers now employed in 
said office. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved to amend the resolution, by striking out 
“two,” andinserting “three,” b 

After a few explanations between Messrs. SUMMERS, 
BRIGGS, and SMITH, of Virginia— 

The question onthe amendment was taken, and decided in the 
negative—ayes 41, noes 82, 

So the amendment was rejected. 

And then the resoluticn was adopted. 

And the third of the series of resolutions coming up in the 
words following, to wit: 

Resolved, That the ofice of draughtsman of the House be, 
and the same is hereby, abolished. 

Mr. J. G. FLOYD moved to amend the resolution, by 
adding, after the word “draughtsman,” the words “and post- 
master.” 

Mr. F betieved that the convenience of the members would 
be consulted, and a saving of time effected, by receiving their 
letters through the city post office, where there was so much 
mere force than in the post office attached to the House. 

He had no complaint to make of the present postmaster. 
That officer (Mr, F, believed) discharged his duties with 


l 


fidelity; but in these times of reform, he believed it would be 
a satisfaction to that individual to be cut off for the goodof his 
country. : 

Mr. HOPKINS suggested such a modification of the. amend: 
ment proposed by the gentleman from New York, (Mr. 
Froyp,) as would embrace‘all other offices connected with the 


_ post office of this House; which modification was adopted, 


Mr. H. said that he thanked the gentleman from New York 
for offering his amendment, although he had anticipated him 
in doing so. He considered the office not only. as requiring an 
expenditure of public money both inexpedient and unwarranta- 
ble, but absolutely inconvenient to members themselves. In 
corroboration of this statement, he would bring to the conside- ` 
ration of the House a fact within his own, and, donbtless, within 
the knowledge of most of the Southern members. The mail 
arrives here fromthe South about, 4 o’clock in the morning, 
and under the present expensive arrangement is delivered to 
us about.9 o’clock at night.. It would be far more convenient 
for members to send a servant, if they cannot go themselyes, to 
the City Post Office for their mails. [Some member speaking 
across the hall, said some members do that now.] Wea, sai 
Mr. H. and by doing so, they get their mails some hours ear- 
lier. Let us all do so,and we may not only dispense with a 
most useless expenditure, but we shou.d exclude from this hall 
the newspapers, pamphlets and letters which engross the time 
and attention of gentlemen, and call them off from those legis- 
lative duties which we have been sent here to perform, 

Should the amendment prevail, it will result in a saving of 
perhaps some eight or ten thousand dollars per annum, and, in 
times like these, whatever is calculated to lessen the public bur- 
dens without real detriment to the public revenue, challenges 
the favorable consideration of all those who sympathise with 
the people in the embarrassments which now pervade the land. 
He admitted that this might be regarded asa small matter, 
but it is by the aggregation of many smal! matters that our 
expenditures have so far outgrown the business and population 
of the nation, and unless abuses be attacked and remedied in 
detail, his experience as a member of this House satisfied him 
that they would never be remedied atal. | 

Let not gentlemen, he said, who are the friends of 1eform, 
wait for other schemes, or postpone this subject to a more 
convenient season, for the time to make reform is far less im- 
portant than the reform itself; and, so far as this subject is 
concerned, now is thehour, now the time. He confessed he 
felt the more solicitude to see this expense dispensed with, 
from a thorough conviction thatitis worse than useless. 

He appealed to gentlenien, then, to give up and relinquish 
this expense. The people have honored us with their confi- 
dence, and pay us liberally for our services. They have cheer- 
fully paid for the transportation of our mail matter, and with 
this we should, he thought, becontent. Let us abolish the post 
office of this House, and if the Senate will not consent to fol- 
low our example and abolish the other, for one lam ready to 
take the responsibility of refusing them the means of paying 
the expense of it. We hold the purse-strings, and if no other 
alternative be left us, my word for it, the people will say to 
us, hold on to the purse. | | . 7 . 

But, Mr. Speaker, whilst this is a subject which comes directe 
ly home to ourselves, and challenges, for that reason, the ap- 
probation ofall of us who intend to practise upon our precepts, 
Icannot but fear that it will be defeated. If it should, Jet gen- 
tlemen who defeat it, hereafter devote their zeal and eloquence 
to other topics than economy, retrenchment, and reform, and 
if the people be content to bear the expense of ten or fifteen 
thousand dollarsper annum for having our mails broughtand 
laid upon our mahogany desks, that we may sit in our maho- 
gany, cushioned chairs to read them, instead of devoting our 
whole time and attention to our legislative duties, then I have 
only to say, their will, not mine, be done, ; 

The SPEAKER here inquired of Mr. Sumarers if he accepte 
ed the amendment as a modification of the resolution? 


Mr. SUMMERS suggested that he was aware that several gen- 
tlemen had amendments which they desired to offer; and he 
hoped that the resolutions reported by the committee would be 
acted upon seriatim in the first instance, and that then any ad- 
ditional propositions which gentlemen might desire to submit 
should be offered. He did notthink that the question of the 
abolition of the post office came fairly within the ecope of the 
resolution under consideration, which was simply to provide 


. for the abolition of the office of: draughtsman. 


There was, however, a subsequent resolution reported by the 
committee which had reference to the post office, and where 
the amendment would, at all events, be more appropriate than 


here. 

Mr. HOPKINSasked the yeasand nays on the amendment; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. BOWNE desired to inquire whether the postmaster was 
not wanted to distribute stationery; and, if so, whether some 
one would not have to be employed, and whether any thing 
would be gained by the adoption of the amendment? > 

Mr. FLOYD said that if the postmaster distributed sta 
tionery, he did it merely asan agent of the Clerk; and the 
aae thing could be done by any one of the agents of the 

lerk. x 

Mr. HOPKINS. A clerk may be paid to do it, 

Mr. BOWNE said that, by the adoption of the first of the 
series of resoiutions, the numerical force of the clerks had been 
so reduced as that those who yet remained would be employed 
constantly without reference to this business. It would, there- 
fore, be necessary to emply some other persons; probably, to 
be sure, it might be done at a small expense; but, in his opie 
nion the reform would be a very smail one. 

He was disposed to go the whole length of reform. He wished 
to see that principle carried out wherever it could be done with 
some practical effect and benefit. It had been said, that if re- 
form did not commence here it would not commence at all. He 
did not think so. He believed that there were places where re- 
form could be practically end advantageously effected. But a 
mere desire to-have a show of reform on paper, he was not in 
favor of; and this plan of aiming atthe postmaster or a few 
clerks who were engaged in hard labor, serving the memhers of 
the House and serving the public, appeared to him to be a sort 
of picayune business. There were matters, he repeated, in 

which real reform might be effected—such a reform as the peo- 
ple would feel. But he had a higher regard for the intelligence 
of the people than to suppose that they could be deceived by 
the show of reform merely. He did not desire gentlemen to be 
too eager—too over-zealous—he did not wish them to did into 
matters which were rather small, and by means of which no 
real or substantial good could be effected. 3 

Mr. BRIGGS was opposed, he said, to the amendment; be: 


2 


` lora to be done. at the post office. 


cause he believed the office of postmaster to be highly neces- 
Bary. : 
Mr. B. asked the. Clerk to read one of the resolutions—that 
which related to stationery~in order that the Huse might see 
what duties were assigned to this officer underit. °° ~ 

[The Clerk here read the 8th resolution of the series reported 
by the committee,} 

Mr. B. proceeded to remark that it would thus be seen that, in 
addition to the present duties imposed on the postmaster, the 
committee proposed to assign to him the duty ef keeping an ac- 
count of the stationery delivered to each member, &c. If the 
House concurred with the committee as to the propriety of 
adopting that resolation, they must, as the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. Bowne] had justly remarked, provide another offi- 
cer to attend to that duty, if the office of postmaster should be 
abolished. And as the number of clerks had already been re. ` 
duced to ten, (which was the lowest number to which, in his 
judgment, they could be reduced, in justice to the business of 
the House,) the House could not charge them with this addi- 
tional business. The abolition of the office of postmaster would 
be attended with an inconvenience so great as to be felt imme- 
diately by every member of the House. He hoped the amend- 
ment: would not prevail. 

Mr. EVERETT suggested (as the Reporter understood) the 
necessity of providing some subsiitute before the House abo- 
lished the office of postmaster. In his view that officer was in- 
dispensably necessary tu the convenience of the House, 

Mr. W. SMITH thought if their predecessors had done with- 
out the aid of a postmaster, they ought todispense with it too. 
But it was said that it was necessary to have a substitute; but 
before thé postmaster was appointed was it found necessary to 
have a substitute?. The truth was, the members of the House, 
as farashis experience went, were too little in the habit of 
waiting on themselves. He conceived there would be no dif- 
ficultyin the distribution of their documents, and he had no 
doubt that a very efficient economy might be practised. He 
was astonished to hear any gentleman on that floor object to 
this retrenehment, because it was a small matter. It was by 
dlems that the expenditures of the country had been swollen uD 
until they excited the astonishment of the whole people. He 
trusted the amendment would be adopted. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON thought, he said, that by loading the 
resolutions of the committee down with proposition after pros 
position, the House would defeat the whole object in view. Let 
the subject-matter of the post office and its arrangements under- 
go the investigation, and he would vote cheerfully for any 
change or reform which appeared proper. | 

Mr. HOPKINS said he was very unwilling to protract this 
debate; but notwithstanding his reluctance, lie was compelled 
to throw himself once more upon the kind indulgence of the 
committee, to say a word ortwo in reply to the remarks of the 

entleman from New York, (Mr. Bowns.] That gentleman 
ad thought proper to characterize the amendment proposed 
by his colleague as contemplating a picayune reform, and 
seemed to intimate that those who advocated it did so from a 
desire to appear on paper as the friends of reform, Now, sir, 


(said Mr. H.) I desire to say to that gentleman that the rule 


which I have prescribed for the regulation of my public con- 
duct, is to practise here upon the professions which I have ever 
made to those whose servant I am proud to be; and whilst he 
professed to entertain as much respect for the intelligence of the 
people as that gentleman does, he was ready to abide their judg. 
ment, whenever the gentleman may choose to invoke it, upon 
the propriety ofthe amendment which he has thus characte» 
rized. My desire (said Mr. H.) is so to appear on paper aa to 
practise upon my precepts, and he was ready to abide the ver- 


‘dict of his constituents upou the vote which he should give upon 


the question under consideration. Sone 
+ 1 do not, sir, profess to be in any Cegree indifferent to the ap- 

robation and good opinion of my constituents. - No, sir; there 
is no earthly consideration more dear to my heart; and no intima- 
tion.as tothe motives of his conduct here couldeither lessen or 
impair that feeling, or deter him from the faithful performance 
of his duty to them, Ie had lung thought, and still thought, 
that the post office of this House might be abolished without 
detriment to the public service; and entertaining that opinion, 
he should vote for the amendment, and should be gratified by its 
adoption. , 

Mr. CUSHING saidit was admitted on all hands that there 
was satisfaction with the postmaster, and the manner in which 
he. discharged his duties. The question, therefore, had no- 


thing personal in it; but it was simply a question of economy, 


as it was called, or expediency, on the part. of this House, and 
as such it was proposed to abolish the office of postmaster of 
this House. p i 

There were, as gentlemenall knew, certain mechanical la- 
Ife did not understand the 
gentleman from. New York [Mr. FLoyp] as proposing to do 
these labors himself. Sume one. therefore, had yet to be got to 
do it, It was proposed not ‘to pay the postmaster to do it, 
but to abolish that office; and, since they had yet to pay some 
one, he supposed the reform would turn out to be nothing 
at all. And the question now turned to be, whether this 
jJabor should be paid for here, or paid for at the other end of the 
city. i 
Inthis view, Mr. C. strongly opposed the amendment. Their 
constituents, he said, did not expect of them to strip themselves 
of ailall facilities proper to the discharge of their public duties. 
Why not, onthe same principle, in pursuit of a mere phantom, 
black their owa -boots, wash their own clothes, and cook 
their ows dinners? For, according to the principle here 
advocated, it was very un-republican to shift off the cook 
ing of their dinners or the blacking of their shoes -upon 
others, 

He admitted that there’was another question here—the ques- 
tion of rerin. And what wasthat? It was just what it always 
had been when extreme professions were attempted to be re- 
duced to practice. They begun by visiting their regard for the 
public good on a few poor clerks, and there the matter enced. 
He believed with the gentleman from New York, [Mv. Bowng,] 


` that, if economy was the real desire of this House, this was not 


the true field. 

Asa general rule, that was a just economy which expend- 
ed money for worthy objects; and all other economy he repu- 
diated. $ 
. Mr. GORDON was in favor, he said, of the amendment. Tt 


< did not follow that if the office of postmaster was dispensed 


with, the House would have to employ any body else. The very 
reason on which the amendment was hased was, thal the post- 
master was an Unnecessary officer—that the House enght not 
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y employ him; that he ought not to be paid at the public ex- 
ense. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. CusHine] had said 
that the members might as well be called upon to black their 
own boots, wash their own clothes, or cook their own dinners, 
as perform the mechanical Jabor sought to be imposed upon 
them? But who, Mr. G. would ask, paid for all these things? © 

Mr. CUSHING (Mr. G. yielding the floor for the purpose) 
explained: He-said that upon all ‘these proposed retrench- 
ments in the House he, Mr. C. waswilling to meet the gentle, 
men from New York. He Mr. C. was ready at any time to 
vote fora bill io abolish both the pay and mileage ‘of Mem- 
bers of Congress. This, if the country desired it, he was ready 
to co. 

Mr. GORDON resumed. The gentleman told the House 
what he was willing to do hereafter. The House was now en- 
gaged on matters of practical retrenchment and reform. He 
(Mr. G.) wanted to see what the gentleman would do now, not 
what he would do hereafter. The “race was not to the swift, 
nor the battle to the strong;” aad they would see who would 
hold out the longest in pursuing what the gentleman had 
pleased to call “a phantom.” : 

Why should they have a post office here? Was there not 
one in the city of Washington not only for the citizens, but for 
members of Congress? In other cities, merchants either had to 
go to the post office for their letters, or to pay the penny post; 
and were members of Congress to enjoy peculiar Privileges, or 
advantages superior to the people at large? Must they have 
servants for which they must not pay, but which were tobe 
charged to the people? Now he proposed that each should 
pay the penny post for himself, to carry their letters, as they 
paid for blacking their boots, or cooking their dinners. 

Mr. CUSHING. Agreed. Š 

Mr. GORDON proposed to retain the two clerks, because he 
thought they were necessary; and he went against the Post- 
master because he conceived him to be unnecessary, Another 
reason why he opposed power being given to the clerk to em- 
ploy two deputies was, that he wished that power to be retain- 
ed by the House; but he was not to oppose all reforms because 
he opposed the discharge of two useful and necessary clerks, 
and he wished toknow why members of Congress were to be 
privileged with a special post office. Were gentlemen too idle 
to walk to the post office, in a central position in the city? He 
thought alittle exercise would be beneficial to them, both in- 
teilectually and physically. These were his views on this par- 
ticular branch of reform, and when they came to the larger 
items of reform, as he trusted they should at an early period of 
this session, he would meet the challenge of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts. 

Mr. MORGAN (remarking that some gentlemen seemed to 
be under the erroneous impression that the post office was of 
recent origin) called for the reading of the note to rule 75, {of 
the edition published at the commencement of the present ses- 
sion,} which was read as follows: 

“Immediately after the organization of the Government under 
the present Constitution a room was set apartin the Capitol for 
the reception and distribution of letters and packets to and 
from Members ofthe House, withont an order for that fpurpose, 
and was called the Post Office, It was superintended by the 
Doorkeeper and his assistants. On the 9th of Apn), 1814, a 
special allowance wag made to the Doorkeeper to meet the ex- 
penser of this office, and he was authorized to appointa post- 
master. The office continued on this footing till April 4, 1838, 
when an order was passed, as above, forthe appointment of a 
Postmaster by the House itself.” 

Mr. MORGAN (observing that the Honse, if this debate 
was continued, would soon spend as much money as the sa 
Jary of the postmaster would amount to) moved the previous 

nestion, A 
q But the morning hour having elapsed, Mr. FILLMORE 
moved that the House resolve itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

But the motion was waived for the moment, to enable 

The SPEAKER tc lay before the House the following com- 
munication: 

A message from the President of the United States, in answer 
to a resolution of the House of the 21 February, stating that he 
was ‘“‘not informed of the existence of any official opinion of the 
late Judge Johnson on the unconstitutionality of the act or acts 
of the State of South Carolina upon the subject referred to in the 
resolution;” which was laid on the table. 

Also, a communication from the Governor ofthe Territory of 
Jowa, enclosing a joint resolution of the Council and Mouse of 
Representatives of said Territory, on the subject of a resurvey 
of the northern boundary ofthe tract of conntry called the half- 
breed Sac and Fox reservations; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Territories. 

Also, a report from the Secretary of State, as to whether the 
printing and stationery of the Department have been furnished 
under contract. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a communication 
from Mr. Morrow, now confined to his hed by sickness, asking 
to be excused from further service onthe Committee on Public 

ands. 
se By unanimous consent, Mr. M. was excused. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a communication 
from Mr. Thomas Allen, in reply to a resolution of the House 
ordering the suspension of further work on the p-intinz of the 
6th census. a 

On motion of Mr. SNYDER, the communication (which 
claims, in substance, that Mr. Allen was executing the work wn- 
der a law passed December 1, 1830, and in pursuance of an ex- 
isting contract) was read. i 

Mr. G. DAVIS moved the reference of the communication to 
a select commitice. ` . 

Mr. PROFFIT moved that it be printed, 

Mr. GAMBLE suggested that the, communication ought to 
takethe same direction as that yeceivedon a former day from 
Messrs. Blair and Rives, referring to the same subject. 

Mr. MED LL. moved that the communication be referred to 

Committee of Claims. 
nt after a few remarks from Messrs. G. DAVIS and 
CUSHING— a 

The question was taken, and the communication was refer- 
red to the Committee of Claims. 

On motionof Mr. ADAMS, the report of the Secretary of 
State, (heretofore received,) on the subject of job printing, &c. 
was referred to the same committee. 

The following bills from the Señate, on the Seeaxen’s table, 
were put on their first and second reading, and referred: S 

An act authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to audit and 


counts of George. Whitman. ye 
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On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the House résolved fiseif.tnfo ~ 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Bnipon, ¢ 
Brees of Massachusetts in the-chair,).and resumed {he 


Geration ofthe bill making appropriations for. thé ciyal an di- ; 


plomatic expenses of Government forthe year 1842, 

When the committee rose. last evening, the pending tiu 
Was onan appeal taken by Mr.G. Davis from the debigion of 
the Chair, by which the following amendment to the irovigo.. 
heretofore appended to the 15th item of the bill had Ween de. 
clared to be out of order, on the-ground. that it proposed a 
change in the existing law: 

“And all other job printing, binding, and stationery, in any: 
way touching the Departments, or any business connected with: 
them, shall in like manner be let in the same way by the officer 
having the charge of the same; and the laws of the United 
States, and alladvertisements, and other printing pertaining to 


the public service, to be done in any newspaper, shall be printed’ - 


and published in the newspaper or newspapers of the place 
where such publication may be made having the largest num- 
ber of subscribers, to be verified by the affidavit of the editor 
or editors of the paper making such publication, and also of the. 


editors of such other papers as may: propose to make the. 


me.” 2 
“And provided, further, That nothing herein contained shall 
be construed torepeal the provision of any existing law which 


authorizes the Secretary of State to discontinue the publication. © 


of the laws in any newspaper for cause; and which forbids 


again the employment of the proprietor of any newspaper 60. ` 


discontinued to publish the Jaws of the United States.” 

And the question now recurring, “Shall the decision of the. 
Chair stand asthe judgment of thecommittee??, + - l 
Mr. ATHERTON observed that before the committee rose. 
last night, he made the attempt to get the floor, in order to say 
a few words on the decision of the Chair, which he deemed 


erroneous, and which was most important in its bearings and: - 


effect, andif sustained, would operate mostinjuriousiy in pre: 
venting all salutary reforms by way of amendment. He culd» 
hardly concur in the opinion expressed by the gentleman from 
Ohio, that they were all now perfectly free from party feelings, 
when he adverted to the fact, that on a question of order, party 
topics had been brought into the: discussion. : He certainly 
should not, on the present occasion, say any thing of that cha. 
racter, nor comment on these criminations and recriminations, 
which had been introduced in the debate, The question was 
not whether they could more conveniently or more speedil 
pass,this bill, if they sustained the decision of the Chair, than if 
they reversed that decision, It might be much more conve. 
nient, so faras despatch was concerned, if they had no right, 
in Committee of the Whole to. offer amendments, or to discuss 
the questions before it at all; but he would ask if that ‘would be 
consistent with the objects of a free Government, or with that: 
course which a Committee of the Whole ought to pursue when 
they are about to appropriate money taken from the people by 
taxation, 

One of the rules of the House required that allappropria- 
tion bills shall be considered in Committee of the Whole House, 
The object of this was that bills of this description may be 


thoroughly scrutinized and discussed. ‘Thisdiscussion was not — 


to be uselessand unavailing, but remedies were also to be ap. 
plied for the redress and prevention of evils, and of course all 
amendments were tobe introduced preventive of waste in ex- 
penditures for legitimate objects, and prohibiting expenditnres’ 
for such objects as were useless. Ñ 

He would inquire in what didan appropriation bill differ 


from any other bill?) Might not aag amanament be onered O. 
red to other bilis, except ° 


an appropriation bill that might be offered to 
so far as prohibited in the rules? Thies being admitted, what. 
was the object of the prohibition in the rules with regard to 
amendments to general appropriation bills? It was to guard 
the Treasury—to limit expenditures—to prevent appropriations 
from heing introduced into them, except for objects authorized 
by law. But because there was a prohibition that the commit. 
tee should goin one direction—that of an increase of expendi- 
tures—it did not follow that they could not go in another direc- 
tion, and limit expenditures, and guard the public Treasury. 
On the contrary, thespirit and meaning of the rule itself pointed 
out the course for the committee to pursue, viz: that the 
should not increase appropriations, except for objects autho- 
rized by law, but that they might regulate, limit, and restrain 
expenditure. Ifthe amendment was pertinent, then it was. in 
order, unless expressly prohibited by the rules. Now, he would 
again ask, if there was any rule of the House or of parliamen+ 
tary law, which declared it to be out of order? It did not origi. 
nate expenditure, it did not go to increase expenditure, nor did 
itcontemplate an expenditure for objects notauthorized by law, 
Then the question of pertinency was the only one remaining to 
be settled. 

The gentieman from Massachusetts IMr. Cusuina] seemed 
to put his objections on this ground, and to argue that the object 
of anappropriation bill being to make appropriations for ob. 
jects authorized by law, the committee had no right to do any 
‘thing but consider whether they could increase or diminish the 
appropriations. Now, if that wasthe only function the com. 
mittee had to peform, they were nothing more than a mere ma- 
chine, and he dared to’say that a machine might be made soine- 
thing like Babbage’s Calculator, which could draw, amend, 
and pass appropriation bills, on such principles, with as much 
rapidity and accuracy as any body of men. According to these 
principles, the same thingas he (Mr. A.) heard a voice sig. 
gesting, mightbe done by steam, if all they could do, after 
having ascertained that the law authorized an appropria- 
tion, was to square it according to the Jaw. If the gentleman’s 
assumption was correct, it would not be in order to. move. to 
strike out appropriations because the law required thatsuch a 
salary should bepaidto any paiticular officer, and, therefore, 
they were bound to give the money. He conld not, in any 
point he could view the subject, agree that the privileges of the 
Committee of the Whole should be thus narrowed and con. 
fined toa mere registration of the edicts of a prior Congress. 
The gentleman from Massachusetts referred to instances in 
in which he thought this principle, if established, would work 
inconveniently;.and said that they might gointo the Post 
Office Departmeat, and make provisions against the franke 
ing privilege. This, said Mr. A. has already _been done, 
anda law was now in foree in relation to that subject, engraft- 
ed on an appropriation bill, at the instance of a gentleman from 


A se ‘This was before the adoption of the rule re- 
feréed t6. Since the adoption of the rule, amendments regulat» * 
jag and limiting expenditures; have been frequently made, and 
no objection urged against them as being outof order, because 
the rule wasalways understood to be for the purpose: of guard- 
ing the Treasury and preventing appropriations from being in- 
troduced for objects that were notsarictioned by law, and not to 
prevent the committee from regulating or limiting expenditure. 
But it was saat by some that thisamendment was not in order 
because it went to change an existing law. Suppose this were 
true; where was the rule of the House or of parliamentary. law 
which probibitedit? Where could a rute be. found which de 
claredthat they could not introduce an amendment which went 
to change or repeal any law whatever? What was the ebject of 
legiglation? It. was to alter an existing: state-of things, or to 
prevent a state ofthings from happening which would happen 
if legislation did not take place. 
owing to the regulations of prior laws, or it might be owing to 
the absence of regulation; and it was no higher exercise of 
power to change a state of things that existed in consequence of 
previous legislation, than to change a state of things ex- 
isting “because of the ‘absence of regulation by law. 
He knew that it had been thrown out a_ session or 
two since by a chairman of the Committee of the Whole, 
thatit was not in order to. move to increase a salary in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, nor to diminish a salary. The first part 
oi the proposition 1s wue; but it did not follow that it was not 
ii order to diminish a salary. The rule, said Mr. A. prevents 
you from increasing a salary, but it does not. prevent you feom 
diminishing or abolishing it. X 
In deciding whether we will appropriate any, or, if any, 
what sum in pursuance of an existing law, is not the Jaw itseif 
a part of the subject-matter under consideration? Surely it is; 
and if the committee think any provisions of the law go to 
endanger the proper expenditure of the money, or that the ob- 
ject is useless and unnecessary, it is not only a right, but a duty, 
to apply the corrective at the time of acting on the appro- 
riation. : 
p Butthe question here is even stronger than the cases to which 
he liad alluded. An appropriation is hereasked for the contin- 
gent fund of the State Department. There is no law requiring 
any thing for this contingent, fund; it is not even in the nature 
ofan appropriation for the salary of an officer fixed ty law. 
Ia it possible, that in making an appropriation for a contingent 
fund; we have no right to introduce, by amendment, regulations 
tending to prevent the waste or misapplication of thé money? 
Ut seethed to him, that for the committee to sustain the decision 
of the Chair, wouldnot only be to. paralyze its power, but to 
stultify itself, f ; 7 
He would merely, in addition to what had been said, refer to 
a.cage in point at the last Congress. When the bill making ap- 
propriations for navy pensions, in pursuance of an existing 
Jaw, was under consideration, agentleman from North Carolina 
offered an amendment, and what was it? He had copied it, 
and it was as follows-—to add an additional section to the bill: 
“Sec 2, And beit further enacted, That the act of March 
34, 1837, entitled an act for the more equitable administration 
of the navy pension fund, be repealed.” 
Though this was most strenuously opposed, yet no one ever 


dreamed that it was out of order; and for the reason that in the 
consideration of the bill making appropriations for navy pen- 
sions, m pursuance of existing laws, those laws were a part of 
the subject legitimately before the House. The amendment 
was adopted, and, so far as the action of the House was con- 
cerned, the bill, as amended became a law. 

Mr. EVERETT here observed that this was not a general ap- 
propriation bill, ` , 

Mr, ATHERTON replied that it was true that it was not a 
general appropriation bilt; bat he would ask the gentleman 
What distinction could be drawn between a general appropria- 
„tion bill and any other appropriation bill, except that made by 
the rule? aud where was the rule which probibited au amend- 
ment to the general appropriation bill that might be made to 
any other bill, except the rule preventing the introduction there- 

. in of any appropriation for an object not authorized by law? 
it followed, from the very nature of the rule, that they might 
yegulate, limit, and control expenditure; that they might guard 
the public Treasury, and do any thing, in short, to secure a 
faithful and economical expenditure of the publie money, by 
any: amendment pertinent to the subject under consideration. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia was not disposed to trespass on the 
time of the House, but wished to makea single remark. In 
1839, Upon just such a bill as this, a proposition similar to the 
one before the committee, was offered and adopted. In the act 
making appropriations for the civil and dipiomatic expenses of 
the Government for 1839, to the clause for compiling and print- 
ing the Biennial Register, a provision was added requiring that 
the printing, binding, and stationery of each of the Executive © 
Departments should be furnished by contract, to be advertised 

` for in the public’papers. He called the attention of the House 
to this fact, to show that at that time the practice now sought to 
be repudiated by the decision of the Chair, was then recognised 
andacted on, Ifthis amendment was in order then, it surely 
was in order now. ‘The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Cusine] contended that if amendments such as this could be 
introduced, the bil would becomea perfect omnium gatherum, 
He, Mr. 3, did not believe that any inconvenience of this kind 
would follow; on the contrary, he believed that the adoption of 
the principle would be productive ofa good effect. The amend- 
ment now proposed was not to contro! the law, but simply to 
control the discretion of the Secretary of State. Did this pro- 
position alter the power given to the Secretary of State? Did it 
say that the Secretary should not print the laws, or that he 
shold not print them in certain newspapers? No, Itsimply pro- 

‘osed (p add a provision to regulate the manner in which he 
shall perform that service, which was omitted in the passage of 
the law. In making appropriations, it seemed to him 
jt would be very proper to say to, the public Depart- 
ments, we grant you the money on condition you use it in a cer 
tain way. Mr. S. in conclusion, said that although he believed 
that the decision of the Chair was wrong, and shoul | vote to re- 
verse it, yet he was not prepared to go for the amendment of 
the gentieman from Kentucky. At a proper time he should 
show why he thought it incorrect. Letus, said he, haye a ge- 
neral bill on the subject. 

‘after some remarks by Messrs. MERIWETHER aud G. 
DAVIS, 

‘An urgent appeal was made to tho committee by Mr. 
CUSHING (which proved successful) that the question might 

-be taken without further debate. 

“fhe CHAIRMAN stated the grounds of his decision. 


That state of things might be | 


After which the question “Shall. the ‘decision of the Chair 
stand as, the judgment ofthe committee? was taken and decided 
in the negative—ayes 56, noes 67. ra 

So the decision of the Chair was reversed,and the amend- 
mentof Mr. G: Davis was declared to be in order. 

The question then recurting on the amendment of Mr. Da- 
‘vis, at the call of rok 

Mr. FILLMORE, the amendment was read, (as above given.) 

Mr, McKEON suggested to the mover of the amendment that 
his object would not be accomplished by the amendment as 1t 
now stood. The amendment proposed to give the advertising 
to papers having the largest number of subscribers. The gen- 
tleman was, perhaps, not aware that, in New York at least, 
some of the papers having the largest circulation had ng sub- 
scribers at all. 
to papers having the largest circulation. ` 

Mr. GORDON inquired if papers having the largest number 
of subscribers had not the largest. circulation? 

Mr. McKEON replied, not in all cases. y 

Mr. G. DAVIS said he would cordially comply. with the sug- 
gestion of the gentleman from New York, (Mr. McKgon,] but 
itwas totally impracticable to ascertain the circulation of pa- 
pers except by their permanent subscribers. i 

Mr. EVERETT called for a division of the question, so as 
to vote first.on that part of the resolution relative to the job 
printing, binding, and stationery, and nexton that part relating 
to advertisements and printing to be done in newspapers. 

Mr. E. thought it very desirable to limit the patronage of the 
Government in relation tothe press. He thought, therefore, 
every part of the job printing of the Executive Departments 
should be leś to the lowest bidder. In relation to the advertising 
and printing to be done by newspapers, he thought a better rule 
than that proposed would be, to provide that the Department 
should confine its selections to those papers in which the laws 
of the States are printed, as they regulated the printing of their 
Jaws for themselves, and could best Judge what papers have the 
largest circulation. 

r. SMITH of Virginia concurred with the gentleman from 
Vermont, (Mr. Everstt,} that the press should be extricated 
from the influence of the patronage of the Government, He 
had no objection to the principles of the amendment, but re- 
garded it as unjust to private interests; andin that view alone it 
was that he opposed the amendment. They all knew that 
every printing establishment which expected to have the print- 
ing of any branch of Government, had to lay in a large stock of 
materials to execute the work... It had been usual for the Exe- 
cutive Department to dispense its favors among its friends; and 
under that practice, that had prevailed from the foundation of 
the Government to the present day, the Madisonion had un- 
doubtedly laid in a large stock of materiais—he knew not how 
it was with that office, and he did not even take the paper—and 
was it reasonable thus to disappoint its well-founded expecta- 
tions? If they adopted this amendment, they would do injus 
tice to this particular establishment— injustice which he was 
not willing to perpetrate. 

Mr. PROFFIT briefly opposed the amendment. Hesaid he 
had not the least doubt but the intention of the gentleman from 
Kentucky was good in offering it, but it would lead tothe most 
pernicious effects. It would be to foster the very evil it was 
designed to correct, by giving patronage to the parly press. 
They were legislating 1n the dark; he appealed to the mover of 
the amendment to let it be passed by until it could be printed, 
and they have an opportunity to investigate it. 

The amendment, as it now stovd, proposed to give the adver- 
tising to the paper having the largest number of subscribers— 
not to the paper having the largest circulation; and what would 
be its effect in New York, where the papers with the largest 
circulation had perhaps the smallest number of subscribers? 
Why, it would give ihe advertising to the most corrupt end pro- 
fligate press in the United States, (the Courier and Enquirer.) 
He would do any thing to separate the patronage of the Go- 
vernment from the party press, buthe hoped the subject would 
be laid over for the present, as they were legisiating blindly. 

Mr. BOTTS said he was satisfied that if any gentleman 
would look at this pader, (holding up a copy of the Madiso- 
nian,) in which two entire pages were*covered over with adver- 
tisements from the Post Office Department, forming a perfect 
pocket map of the post offices in the United States, they would 
see the necessity ofa correction of the abuses now practised 
relative to this printing. This advertisement, itappeared, was 
to be continued frem the time of its insertion to the 14th April, 
1842, in a paper which be understood had about three hun- 
dred subscribers. Were there gentlemen who could support 
this system of corruption and extravagance? This printing 
was. given to keep upa partisan press, There were two other 
papers in this city, whose subscription list, as he understood, 
numbered about 12,000 or 14,000. Could any gentleman say 
that this was not supporting a partisan press, which it was 
his opinion was bought up by the Administration. Itseemed 
to him that this abnse might be remedied in some degree, if 
the House would adopt an amendment such as he now propos- 
ed. Every gentleman must be satisfied that it was not neces- 
cesaary to continue these advertisements inthe Madisonian, or 
any other paper, for 100 days. 

He moved an amendment tothe amendment, to provide that 
such printing and advertisments shall in no case be inserted 
more than than three times, and may, when deemed necessary, 
be extended to two papers published in the same place. 

Mr. HOPKINS suggested to his colleague to modify his 
amendment so as to provide that the papers in which such 
insertions are to be made shal] be papers intended for country 
circulation. 

Mr. BOTTS accordingly modified the amendment. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he had no doubt but the object of the 
mover of this resolution and this amendment was a good one. 
But certainly this was a very complicated subject to act on 
withsuch haste. They must repose some confidence in the 
public agents. It was impossible, by any legal regnlation they 
might provide, to prevent abuse. if these abuses were of a 
gross characier, they had the remedy in their own hands to 
censore those officers, and, if necessary, let them apply that 
remeay. . 

But he believed: hat there was a very perfect remedy for this. 
He knew that in his own State, and he presumed in others, the 
jaws were published and distributed. Every law of importance 
was also printed in every paper. In these modes sufficient 
publicity was given to them. This was a mere partisan fund 
and the true way to prevent this abuse was to cut off the fund 
entirely, asit was unnecessary. - 

Mr. SNYDER inquired of the Chairman if it was now in or- 
der to offer an amendment? 


He suggested that it be so modified as to give it- 


The CHATRMAN replied that it wasnot. An amendment to 


_an amendment was now pending. 


Mr. SNYDER desired that the amendment he wished to offer 
might be read, and be accepted as a modification of the pending 
amendment. The amendment is as follows: 

“That all printing shall hereafter be given to such printers 
and publishers of newspapers as are friendly to, and will supe 
port Henay Cray for the next Presidency.” — - 

The CHAIRMAN decided that the reading of it was not now 
in order: 3 . : eS 

{Cries of “Read it? “Read it.”] hed 

Mr. CUSHING said they were now proceeding to enact a law 
for the regulation of the public printing, -and it: they bad: the 
opportunity of doing it with proper preparation, he ‘should 
certainly agree with-gentlemen thatit was a proper and praise- 
worthy object. The practical difficulty that met him was this:. 
here was a law proposed—a new Jaw on an important subject, 
running into a variety ot relations, not only tomen and parties, 
burinto complex legal regulations with reference to the exist 
ing laws of the land. If thee were Jegislating on the subject 
in the usual way, a dill should be introduced, referred to a com- ` 
mittee, by them examined and reported to the House, and 
printed for the examination of this House; and thus they would 
be enabled to enter into the discussion of ihe question with the 
means of safe and thorough investigation... They. were entering 
on this complex question without such preparation, 7 

The question now was, would the House limit the number. of 
times the advertisements were to be published? Ifthey were | 
thus to legislate blindfold, he desired to go with the gentleman 
from Virginia and others feeling his way; and he therefore 
wished to state an amendment, which he would. offer. when in 
order, to provide that the Department in selecting these papers 
should be instructed to select newspapers of opposite political 
principles. 

(Several voices, 
but are bought vp.} 

Mr. CUSHING. They would endeavor to find papers that 
had principles. He reminded gentlemen that, two years ago, 
when the provisions of this law came to be applied to the Bien- 
nial Register, and the Secretary of State was obliged to give out 
the contracts to the lowest bidder, that they did not get the book 
in season; that the contractor broke down, and did not execute 
his work, and that it was necessary to give it out to another 
person. Thus, they had some means of experience in this mat- 
ter. Heheld in bis hands rather a curious document on the 
subject, (from which he read an opinion of the Hon, John For- 
syth, then Secretary of State, in a letter addressed -by him to 
Mr. Wm. K. Bond, in answer to an inquiry, whether, in his, 
Mr. F’s, opinion the law, requiring the binding, printing, &c. 
ofthe various Departments to be Jet out by contract, had had a 
beneficial effect. Mr. fs opinion was, that the law had had no 
beneficial effect, and was worthless, except as it prevented an 
Administration from giving the contracts to jts., political 
friends.) 

Mr. C. supposed, as was the opinion of Mr. Forsyth, that the 
effect ofthis law was to deprive the Departments of the privi- 
lege of employing a politicai friend, and to compel them to 
employ a political opponent. ‘That is, it did not separate the 
public printing or press trom the political action of the Govern- 
mentof the United States, but deprived one portion only of 
the Government from dispensing its favors to its friends. He 
could not believe thatgen:iomen desired to separate the press 
from one part of the Government, and marry it to another, for 
they were one part ofthe Government. It might be unwise 
that the Executive should exercise an influence’ on the public 
press, but it. was equally unwise that Congress should, Phere. 
fore, when it. was in order he should move this amendment. . 

Mr. MORGAN said there was now expended about -814.000 
annually for printing the Jaws in pamplilet form, and circulat- 
ing them throughout the United States. About 1,000 coptes 
were sentto New York, and one copy was sent to every county 
cjerk, and one_to every clerks office. Those of importance 
were also published in every newspaper. He proposed to offer 
an amendment, to strike out the entire appropriation for the 
publication of laws in newspapers, and by it they could reduce 
the appropriation in thisciause from $25,000 to $15,000. 1n re- 
jation to the mail-Jetting advertised in the paper to which the 
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Borrs] had referred, that was 
algo published in pamphlet form, and it was of no use to pub- 
lish it in the newspapers, 

Mr. G. DAVIS accepted the amendment offered by Mr. Borrs 
and accordingly modified his amendment. tai 

Mr. MORGAN then offered an amendment to the amend- 
ment, to strike out the proviso of the amendment, and insert a 
proviso that no part of this appropriation shall be applied to the 
payment for publishing laws in newspapers in any State or 
Territory, and that all laws authorizing such publications be 
and the same are hereby repealed. i 

Mr. PROFFTIY rose to a point of order; and contended that 
the amendment was not in order, as going to the repeal of exist- 
ing laws in an appropriation bill. 

The CHAIRMAN said that it was in order by the decision 
just made by the committee, in which his decision to the contra- 
ry had been reversed. 

Mr. PROFFIT iben gave notice that he should move to re- 
peal the Indian laws and the post office and other laws, and 
should claim the right to debate them. a 

Mr. P. moved that the committee rise; which motion pre- 
vailing— 

The committee rose and reported progress. 

Mr. CUSHING moved that all pending amendments to 
the appropriation bill be printed; which motion was carried, 

Mr. BOWNE asked leave to offer a resolution to grant the 
use of the Hall of the House of representatives to the Congres. 
sional Temperance Society on Monday evening next. 

Mr. SNYDER objected to the reception of the resolution. 

Mr. BOWNE moved to suspend the rules for its reception, 

Mr, SNYDER (and Mr. LEWIS simultaneously) asked the 
yeas and nays on the metion. , 

Mr. TURNEY moved that the House do now adjourn; and 
the metion prevalling-— ; 

The House adjourned. 


“Suppose they have no principles at all, 


IN SENATE, 
THURSDAY, March 3, 1842. 

Mr, CLAY presented a petition ‘signed by a number of glass 
manufacturers in the State of Pennsylvania, praying for a 
specific duty on foreign window glass: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Manufactures. 

Also presented a memorial from John Zug, of the citylof 


Baltimore, complaining of thé abuse of the franking privilege 
by members of Congress: referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

On motion of Mr. TAPPAN it was ordered that the petition 
of Jacob Siye, praying to be allowed a pension on account of 
injury received while in the service of the United States, be 
referred. to Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memortal from Schuylkill 
county, Pennsylvania, and a number of other memorials from 
different sections of that State, in favor of protection to the iron 
manufactures: referred to the Committee on Manufactures. 

Mr. WHITE presented a petition from a number of citizens 
of Indiana, praying the correction of an error in asurvey of 
the public lands: referred to the Committee on the Public 

_ Lands, í 

Mr. SIMMONS presented a memorial of a number of citi- 
zens of Rhode Island, praying the alteration ofa collection dis« 
trict: referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, presented joint resolutions from the Legislature of 
Rhode Island, passed in January last, in favor of protection 
to home industry, and condemnatory of the doctrines of free 
trade as an idle abstraction: referred to the Committee on 

- Manufactures. 

Mr. MILLER presented a petition from 154 ladies of Rahway, 
in New Jersey,asking that an additional duty may be levied upon 
imported ready-made clothing: referred te the Committee on 
Manufactures. 

Also, presented a memorial from Alexander’M. Cummings, 
praying indemnity for carrying the mail: refeored to the Com- 

‘ mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. BARROW presented the resolutions of the Legislature 
of Louisiana with regard to private land claims in that State, 
in favor of their speedy adjustment: referred to the Committee 
on Private Land Claims. . ye 

Also, presented the joint resolutions of the Legislature of Loui- 
siana, relative to the aggressive policy British'Government, par- 

ticularly with reference to the Northeastern Boundary question, 
the.case of the Creole, and the invasion of our soil by the occur- 
rence which took place recently in the State ot New York; and 
pledging the State of Louisiana to back the General Government 
in aby measures of redress deemed necessary: referred to the 
_ Committee on Foreign Relations. 
“ Mr. YOUNG remarked that a friend in London had sent to 
him a statement, in tabular form, of the nett produce of the re- 
-venue of Great Britain for the years ending the 5th of January, 
1841 and 1842, showing the amount derived from customs, ex- 
cise, stamps, post office, crown lands, and from other miscella- 
neous sources, with the increase and decrease in gach branch of 
the revenue within these years; which, on his motion, was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Manufactures, presuming it might 
be of some service to that committee in the investigation being 
made by it. 

Mr. GRAHAM, from the Committee on Claims, reported 
back tothe Seaate, without amendment, and with a recom: 
mendat:on that it do pass, the bill for the relief of Wm, R. Da- 


vis. 

Mr. WOODBURY, from the Committee of Claims, made an 
adverse report on the petition of Littleton D, Teackle, ad- 
ministrator on the estate of John Teackle, claiming right to fur- 
ther allowance for lumber furnished tothe United State. Or- 
dered to be printed, and to Jie on the table. 

Mr. HENDERSON, from the Committee on Private Land 
Claims, made an adverse report on the memorial of A. H. 
Evans, praying co: firmation of a certain land claim. 

Mr. WOODERIDGE, from the Committee of Claims, ask- 
ed to be discharged from the further consideration of the peti- 
tion of David Jones, praying to be indemnified for lwss sustained 
in consequence of the detention of his vessel ty the United 
States at Havana, and that itbe referred to the Committee on 


Commerce, with instructions to inquire into the expedicney of 


passing a general Jaw on the subject Agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. McROBERTS it wag 

Resolved, That the Commissioner of the Genéral Land Of- 
fice be directed to lay before the Senate a statement of the names 
of such of the early setilers in the Ilinois country as were not 
confirmed by the Governors ofthe Territory in the full quantity, 
400 acres, of land; also, that be state what number of acres 
were coofirmed in each case, and, in a corresponding column, 
the nunber of acres necessary to make up the said quantity of 
400; also, that he inform the Senate whether the reports of the 
Commissioners for re-examining and adjusting land titles at 
Kaskaskia, showed the said claims to be valid, and, further, 
whether the registcr and receiver acting as commissioners sub- 
sequent tothe reports made by the Board of Commissioners 
aforesaid, approved said claims, and recommended thai the ad- 
ditional quantity to complete the grants of 400 acres, as afore- 
said, should be made by Congress. 

On motion of Mr. ARCHER, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Jacob Park of Virginia be 
taken from the flies, and referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, . 

Engrossed bill for the relief of Hezekiah Cunningham was 
read the third time and passed. 

The resolution of Mr. MERRICK, as a joint rule to the two 
Houses, that no amendment shail be made to any general appró- 
priation bill for objects not called for by some pre-existing law, 
was taken up for consideration. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE opposed the resolution, and remarked 
that those who were its friends should exhibit strong reasons 
why itshould be adopted. The effect of the resolution, if ac- 
quiesced in, would be to ue up the handsof the Senate, and he 
did not see why the mernbers of the body could not trust to 
to themselves and act wisely. _ 

Mr. MERRICK replied that it was to be presumed that the 
Senate would act wi ; but notwithstanding Senators were 
not so wise and perfect as to dispense with all yestraint what- 
ever, The resolution which he had submitted was, in bis opp 
nion, very important, for it was well known that at the 
night of a session important bills had b: 
ments engrafted on th 


rd relati: 
tọ thesubject, ‘Therefore they jact the whole bil, or 
vote for it with its objectionable feature and he hoped that 
gentlemen, from their Jong experience in legislation, would 
see the necessity of a measure which he had. proposed, and 
adopt it, with a view to gnard against the evil which he had 
designated, and of which they had so much reason to com- 


plain. > . : 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE replied, showing the disadvantages of 
such a rule. , 

Mr. LINN remarked that as the Senator from Indiana {Mr. 
Serre) had the floor for to-day upon the resolution of the 
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Senator from K 


now before the Senate “be passed over informally until to- 
morrow. 

Mr. MERRICK hoped that the suggestion would not he ac- 
Quiesced in, as the resolution would not cause much debate, 
and as it could be easily disposed of. 

Mr. LINN assured the Senator that there was likely to arise 
considerable debate upon the subject, and on his motion the 
Senate proceeded to the orders of the day. 

The orders of the day biought up Mr Chay’s retrenchment 
and reform resolutions, as the unfinished business of yesterday, 
Mr. SmırH of Indiana, being entitled to the floer. 

Mr. SMITH observed that in proceeding to address the Se- 
nate he could not. allege, as other Senators frequently did, that 
he had “only a word to say,” for he had many, and would proba- 
bly have to proceed at considerable length,and yet not be able to 
Present to the Senate all he wished. But he did not expect to 
cover the whole ground whichsuch a wide field of argument 
as these resolutions opened up. That, however, was no reason 
why heshouldeither be wholly silent, or limit himself to a 
brief and imperfect analysis of such branches of the subject 
as he considered most important. In dwelling on these sub- 
jects he would endeavor to Jose as little time as possible in un- 
meaning language, for he had always made it his practice to 
abide by the golden rule— “never to speak without having some- 
thing to say.” 

In the outset he would state that he had not come to-day for 
the mere purpose of answering the able and ‘ingeneous argu- 
ments of 
who addressed the Senate yesterday, and he hoped he would 
pardon him if he should not pay as much attention to his 
speech in detail as its confessed ability would justify. 

His object was to present his views in a plain manner—fully 
aware that no dress in wbich he could clothe them would have 
any effect on public opinion; nor could he say thathe had any 
desire his declarationsshould have thatinfiuence. He left such 
impressions to be made on. the public mind by the orthodox 
fathers of the church in political matters. His dependence for 
effect was upon a simple array of facts, and not upon rhetori- 
cal flourishes which others could wield so much more dexte. 
rously than he. Indeed he did not know that a great deal was 
gained by such rhetorical flourishes, for he had been an obser- 
ver of public men during the last ten years, and the result of 
his observation was, at last, a conviction that the speaker, who 
relies ona well arranged statement of facts, always accom- 
plishes more, and reaches his object much sooner, than the 
speaker who places his chief reliance upon what is called elo. 
quent declamation. 

He had said that it was no part of his purpose to answer, in 
detail, the very able speech of the Senator from New York: he 
would, however, select from. hisremarks one or two tepics unon 
which he felt himself bound to enter somewhat at large. The 
first topic he should select was, that of the Distribution act of 
the late cxtra session. Before he took it up, however, he would 
remark that he had spoken to one or two of his brother Senators 
on the subject of the series of resolutions now under discussion, 
and found they concurred with him in considering them, as a 
system of policy, so vast and important in their consequences 
that it would be improper to despatch them with a mere curso- 
ry consideration I: was therefore to be expected that they 
would elicit much debate; and he had, accordingly, expected 
the Senator from New York would have taken the resolutions 
in detail and devoted to each much more attention than he had, 
He appeared to have selected the fifth, because, probably, he 
thought it the most vulnerable. Be that as it may, the Senator 
had bestowed on it his chief assaults, 

Although he, (Mr. Str.) on the introduction of the Distri- 
bution bill, at the extra session, had expressed his sentiments in 
relation to the measure, the debate upon it which followed had 
rendered it necessary that he should prepare himself for a reply 
to the arguments in opposition; and, as the discussion proceeded, 
he did so. But it would be recoliecied that, towards the con- 
clusion, the anxiety on the part of his friends was so great to 
come to the vote, that he wasdissuaded from presenting his 
views in justifyiag the policy of distribution, and the vote was 
taken, without any arguments being given to the pubticat all in 
its defence by the supporters of the measure. It was therefore 
wiih no small satisfaction he found the present opportunity of 
presenting his defence of that policy. 

This act was now the law ofthe land, and he should meet the 
question upon its merits, and endeavored to show not only that 
the Land bill was constitutional, but that, If it was unconstitu- 
tional, all the acts of Congress connected with the public lands 
were unconstitutional also. The public lands were derived 
from three several sources, viz: the lands obtained under the 
treaty of peace with Great Britain; the lands ceded by the Siates 
to the General Government; and the lands acquired by purchase 
from France aad Spain. The express power of Congress 
over the public lands was perfect,and ample, and plenary. 
Tt was not an implied power, but was full and sufficient. The 
disposal of the landa was a power with Congress, and the only 
contingent question was that connected with Congressional dis- 
cretion. Congress had theexpress powerto borrow money, 
putall of the incidents of this power,the manner of burrowing, 
and theinterestto he paid were subjects of Congressional dis- 
cretion. Congress had powerto regulate the commerce of 
the United States, but the whole vitality ofthe power rested 
upon Congresstona! discretion. Congress had power to coin 
money, but theamount of the money, the standard of value, 
the proportion of alloy, were all left to the discretion of Con- 
gress. Congress had an express power to establish post offices 
and post roads, butall of the forms of this power were dep 
dendent upon the action of Congress. _ The Senator from New* 
York, (IMr. Wricnt] however, in bis argument, yesterday, 
had spoken only of the abuses of the power, and, in the same 
way, he might have debated every express power in the Consti- 
tution. He then referred to the several acts of Congress mak- 
ing grants of land, for the purpose of showing wherein Congress, 
and members of Congress, had commitied themselves upon the 
subject ofthe public lands, and he advetied tothe opinions of 
General Jackson, andto other authorities, to prove the position 
which he endeavored to establish with regard to the subject now 
under consideration; and, inthe course of his remarks, he inci- 
dentally alluded to the increasing culture of cotton in India, 
and said that, asa consequence, the Southern portion of our 
country would, in five or six years, be the loudest in asking for 
protection, * 

Mr. SMITH, who spoke for upwards of three hours, and of 
whose remarks the foregoing is a very brief outline, having son- 

cluded— pe 3 

Mr. CLAY, in the absence of his friend from Georgia, [Mr 


is eloquent friend from New York, [{Mr. Wricut] . 


entucky, he would suggest that the resolution ` |Ý- Beraren,} who was indis osed, ài 


D expressed: a wish to 
speak on this subject, desired thatit might: be: postponed: till - 
after to-morrow, which was to be’ the special-order fortis veto 
resolution: -* OS ee: EE ge I cae 

Mr. BAYARD hoped the special order of to-morrow would 
also pe Postponed, tovallow the District:bank. bill to: bedis- 
posed of. Bee eas $ Ge pe 
` Some further conversation took placè, which resulted cin 
both propositions being withdrawn, leaving the infifished bu. 
siness of to-day to be the first in order to-niorrow-—Mr; BERRIEN 
being entitled.to the floor. poe 2 Soa 

On motion of Mr. CLAY, the joint resolution of the House 
suspending for the present the pay for printing the Compendium 


Committee, 
en the Senate adjourned. oe 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES: 
Taurspay, March 3, 1842, 

The Journal of yesterday wes read and aps 
proved, i 
On leave given, petitions were presented by the 
following gentlemen, and were appropriately re- 

ferred: 

From New York: By Mr. RIGGS. oyat 

From Delaware: By Mr. RODNEY, who:pre- 
sented the petition of John Jones, asking additional 
compensation for work done upon the Pea Patch 
island, in’ fulfilment of ‘the contract made by the 
Government. ; ee, 
TEMPERANCE., oe 

The unfinished business was the motion made 
last evening by Mr. Bownz (pending which the 
House had adjourned) that the rules of the House 
be suspended for the purpose of enabling him to 
introduce a resolution granting the use of the Hall 
to the Congressional Total Abstinence Society for 
Monday evening next. 

Mr. SNYDER asked the yeas and 
were refused. : : 

And the question being taken, the rules were 
suspended; and the resolution, without debate or 
division, was adopted. f 

PRINTING UNDER THE SIXTH CENSUS. . 

Mr. THOMPSON cf Indiana, on leave. given, 
introduced a joint resolution, providing that the 
moneys heretcfore appropriated by Congress to 
pay the expenses.cf the Sixth Census be so farsus- 
pended, as that no more shel] be paid for the printe 
ing of the papers under the said censis until the 
further order of Congress, : : 

[Mr. T. had given notice last evening of his in- 
tention to ask leave to introduce this resoluticn, 
but the title thereof did not reach the ear of the 
Reporter.] a 

The resolution was read, and, without division 
or debate, was adopted. ` 

Mr. MORGAN called for the regular business of 
the morning hour. ees 

REFORY ON RETRENCHMENT. 

The unfinished business of the morning hour was 
the third of the series of the resolutions reported 
from the Select Committee on Retrenchment, in the 
following words: 


Resolved, That the office of Draughtsman of the House be, 
and the same is hereby abolished. 


Which said resolution Mr. JOHN G. FLOYD 
had moved to ameid by inzerting the words “and 
postmaster.” 

Mr. HOPKINS had yesterday suggested to Mr. 
Ftor that the abolition of the office of postmas- 
ter would render useless all the officers therewith 
connected, and that they, therefore, should be in- 
cluded in the amendment. 

The Reporter did not hear Mr. Froypacceptihe 
modification, which, however, it seems, as the ques- 
tion stood upon the journal, he did. 

So the amendment read as follows: g 

Insert after the words “draughtsman io. the 
House” the words “and the postmaster and. all offi- 
cers connected with the post office.” 

The indefinite language of the resolution gave 
rise to some doubt, suggested by Mr. MORGAN, 
whether the Postmaster General or the postmaster 
of the House was intended to be abolished by. this 
resolution. It appeared, however, to be finally 
understood that Mr. McCormick and not Mr, 
Wickliffe was referred to. 

The immediately pending question was on the 
demand made yesterday by Mr. MORGAN for 
ihe previons question, (pending which demand the 
morning bour had expired, and the House had 


of the Sixth Census, was read twice, and referred to: the Judi- 


"a 


nays; which 


| passed to the orders of the day.) 


æ 


PIE EIA EEES A 


“And the question being taken, there was z second- 


‘to. the demand for the previous question. 


And the main question (being first on the amead- 


: Ment) was ordered to be taken, 


"Mr. CUSHING asked the yeas and nays on the 


amendment; which were ordered, and being taken, 


-were as follows:. sb . 


Burke, William O. Butler, Patrick C. Caldwell, Casey, 


“don, Gustine, Gwin, Harris, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Ch 


YEAS—Messrs. Atherton, Beeson; Bidlack, Boyd, Biewner, 

ap- 
Mark A. Cooper : Daniel, Doig, Eastman, John 
ebert, John G.Floyd, C. A. Floyd, Gilmer, Gor- 
as, 
3J. Ingersoll, Jack, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Littlefield, Lowell, 
McKay; McKeon, Mattocks, Medill, Miller, Reding, Reynolds, 
Roosevelt, Snyder, Steenrod, J. Thompson, Turney, Van 
Buren, and Westbrook—-47. i ` 

NAYS —Messrs. Adams, Allen, Landaf W, Andrews, Ar- 
nold; Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Barton, Black, Blair, Board- 
man, Borden, Botts, . Bowne, Briggs, Brockway, Aaron V. 
Brown, Jeremiah Brown, William Butler, Green W. Caldwell, 
Calhoun, John Camptell, William B. Campbell, Thomas J. 
Campbell, Carey, Childs, Chittenden, Clinton, Coles, Cowen, 
‘Cravens, Cross, Cushing, Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, De- 
berry, Everett, Ferris, Fillmore, Fornance, A. L. Foster, TF. 
Foster, Gates, Gentry, Gerry, Giddings, Goggin, Patrick G. 
Goode, Wm. O, Goode, Granger, Green, Habersham, Hall, 
Halsted, John Hastings, Hays, Henry, Holmes, Hubard, Hun- 
ter; Jos, R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, James, Cave Johnson, John 

P. Kennedy, Lane, Lewis; Linn, Abraham McClellan, Robert 


man, Colqui 
C. Edwards, . 


McClellan, Mallory, Alfred Marshall, Mathiot, Mathews, Max- - 


well, Meriwether, Moore, Morgan, Morris, ewhard, Oliver, 
Osborne, Owsley, Parmenter, Partridge, Pickens, Plumer, 
Proffit, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, Alexander Randall, Ray- 
ner, Rencher, Ridgway, Riggs, Rodney, Wilham Russell, J. 
M. Russell, Saltonstall, Saunders, Shepperd, Shields, Simon- 
ton, Stokely, Stratton, A. H. H. Stuart, Summers, Sweney, 
Taliaferre, John B. Thompson, R. W. Thompson, Tillinghast, 
Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Van 
Renesalaer, Wallace, Warren, Watterson, E. D. White Thos, 
W: Williams, James W. Williams, Christopher H. Wil 
Hams, Winthrop, Wise, and Augustus Young—129. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

And then the resolution was adopted. 

The fourth resolution of the series coming up, 
in the words following, to wit: 


Resolved, That the Doorkeeper be, and he is hereby, autho. 
rized to employ in his department the services of ten messen- 
gers, eight pages, and two laborers, in lien of the twelve mes. 
sengers and twelve pages now in the service of the House. And 
that the Postmaster of the House be authorized to continue in 
the service of his department four messengers, being the same 

. number now employed by him. . 
After a few words of explanation between 
- Messrs. SMITH of Virginia, WISE, CAVE 

JOHNSON, and SUMMERS— 

Mr. HOPKINS moved an amendment to the 
resolution, which was finally modified so as to read 
as follows: 

Insert after the words “eight pages” the words 
tito be selected hereafter, when found to possess the 
requisite qualifications, from the indigent orphans 
of the District of Columbia.” 

. After a few remarks from Messrs. HOPKINS, 
SUMMERS, CAVE JOHNSON, PROFFIT, and 
JAMES, 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was rejected. 

And the resolution, by ‘ayes 85, noes 40, was 
adopted. 

The fifth resolution of the series coming up, in 
the words following, to wit:. : 

Resolved, That the compensation to be paid to the several 
messengers, pages and laborers, in the service of the House, 
whether employed by the Clerk, Doorkeeper, or Postmaster, 
shall be as follows, to wit: to messengers a sum not exceeding 
$2 50 per diem, to pagesa sum not exceeding $2 per diem, and 
to laborers a sum not exceeding $1 50 per diem, to be paid in 
each case for the time only that such person shall be in the ac- 
tual service of the House; which compensation shall be in full 


for the services rendered by the several persons aforesaid, re- 
spectively. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD rose and said that he had 
promised one of the messengers to bring his case, 
and the case of all others of his class, before the 
House. The object of all of them was to be placed 
ona permanent footing; to be employed by the 
year instead of by theday. They found it impos- 
sibleto get employment in the interim, and they 
were subject to great difficulties on that account. 

Mr. U. then read the following statement: 


Hon. Sm: A true statement of what it costs the Government 
for temporary labor, &c. during the recess cannot easily be ob- 
tained; but itappears from the report ofthé Clerk for 1841 to 
be about $2,000, most of which may be saved by retaining the 
services of your messengers. 

Our claim rests entirely on the following: 

That, not being able toobtainany other employment during 
the recess of Congress, we are thrown entirely on what we may 
receive here for support. 

That, under the present arrangement, we do more service to 
the Government, and of a more responsible nature, than the 
Department's messengers, who receive seven hundred dollars 
per annum. We are willing, ifnecessary, to devote our whole 
dime for the same; which you know no man canliveand sup- 
“porta family on less, 


J 
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Clerk’s office, all paid out of contingent fund, 21 messengers— 


Sf $14,060 50; add to thisthesum of $2,000, which may be saved 
by retaining the service of all, and it will then cost the Go- 
vernmentthe sum of $16,062 50, equal to about $770 to each 
man. 2 


On this statement Mr. U. based an amendment, 
which he finally modified so as to strike out the 
words “to messengers asum not exceeding $2 50 
per diem,” and insert “to messengers $700 per an- 
num.” 

Mr. SUMMERS argued that it might probably 
be well to place two or three of the messengers on 
permanent salaries, leaving the others to be em- 
ployed by the day. If all were placed on a per- 
manent footing, they would then be retained in 
service whether they. were wanted or not. Under 
all the circumstances, he did not see any suficient 
reason why the messengers should be placed on an 
annual salary. 

Mr. S. then went into some statements as to the 
amount of money paid for extra compensation, &e. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD expressed himself willing, 
if gentlemen desired it, to place the salary as low 
as $600, or even $550. But Mr. U. finally modi- 
fied his amendment, so as to fix the salary at $700, 
(having originally named $750.) 

The question, after a few brief explanations be- 
tween Messrs. SMITH of Virginia, MERI- 
WETHER, and SNYDER, was taken, and the 
amendment of Mr. Unperwoop was rejected. 

And the question recurring on the adoption of 
the resolution— 

Mr. WISE moved to amend the resolution so as 
to provide that the messenger of the post office 
should shouid $3 per day, instead of $2 50. 

After a few remarks from Mr. SUMMERS in 
opposition thereto, Mr. S. remarking that he was 
sure the House must be tired of the whole matter, 
moved the previous question. . 

Mr. FILLMORE inquired of the Speaker if the 
morning hour had not expired? 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. . 

Mr. FILLMORE called for the orders of the 
day; but waived the motion on a general call to let 
the question be taken on the resolution. 

At the request of Mr. WISE, and on his pledge 
to renew it, Mr. SUMMERS withdrew the motion 
for the previous question. 

Mr. WISE made a few remarks in explanation 
of his views, and renewed the motion for the pre- 
vious question. 

And there was a second. 

And the main question (being first on the amend- 
ment of Mr. Wise) was ordered to be taken. 

The question being taken, the amendment was 
rejected. 

And then the resolution was adopted. 


GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the House re- 
solved itself into Committee of the Whole son the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Bari of Massaghusetts 
in the chair,) and resumed thejconsideration of the 
bill making appropriation for the civil and diplo- 
matic expenses of Governmeyt for the year 1842. 

The 15th item of the bill, in the words follow- 
ing, was still under consideration: : 

“No. 15. For incidental and contingent expenses of the De- 


partment of State, including publighing and distributing the 
laws, $25,000, È 2 
To which said clause the following amendment 

had heretofore, on motion of Mr, Frttmore, been 
adopted: ee if 

« Provided that the job printing, stationery, and binding of 
each of the Executive Departmenis; shall; until otherwise di- 
rected by law, be furnished by contract, proposals for which 
shall be regularly advertised for in thé public prints; the classes, 
character, and description of the printing Deing epecified in each 
advertisement, as far as that can be dont, andit being made a 
condition in all cases, unless otherwise Geen stated in the 
advertisement, that the work shall be done in the city of Wash- 
ington; and the contract shall in each case, so far the proposals 
and acceptance shall enable the contract to be made, be given to 
the lowest bidder, whose bid shall be accompanied with pro- 
per testimonials of the ability of the bidder te fulfil his con- 
tract. 


Mr. G. Davis yesterday proposed to-add to the 
foregoing proviso the following: 


“andal other job printing, binding and stationery, in an 
way touching the Departments, or any business connected wit 


..them, shall in like manner be let in tbe same way by the officer . 


the same; and the laws of the United 
States and all advertisements and other printing pertaining to 
the public service to be done in any newspaper, shall be printed 
and published in the newspaper or newspaj ers of the place 
where such publication may be made, which shall in no case ex- 
ceed three insertions in the paper intended for country circu- 
lation, and may, when deemed necessary, be extended.to two° 
papers published inthe same place, having the largest num- 
ber of subscribers, to be verified by the affidavit ofthe editor or 
editorsof the paper making such publication, and also.of the 
editors of such other papers as may propose- to make the 


same. i R 

‘And provided, further, That nothing herein contained 
shall be construed to repeal {the provision of any existing 
law which authorizes the Secretary of State to discontinue the 
publication of the laws in any newspaper for cause, and which 
forbids again the employment of the proprietor of any news. 
paper so discontinued to publish the laws ofthe United States.” 


And Mr. Morean proposed to strike out the 
words “and the laws of the United States” and the 
proviso, and insert the following: ed 


“That no part of this appropriation shall be applied to pay- 
ment for printing ihe laws in the newspapers in any State or 
Territory; and that all lawsanthorizing such publication be, and 
the same are hereby, repealed.” 


And the question pending on the amendment of 
Mr. Moraan— 

Mr. G. DAVIS rose and said that, with a view 
to conform to the sense of the committee as nearly 
as he had been able to ascertain it yesterday, he 
had drawn up an amendment. 

[It is impossible for the Reporter to keep the run 
of the various modificdtions’to which such amend- 
ments as these are subjected, as they are not mat- 
ter of record in committee. ; 

The amendment, however, after having been 
again modified by Mr. Davis, as hereafter mens 
tioned, read as follows:] 


“And all other job printiog, binding, and stationery in any 
way relating to the Executive Departments, or an business 
connected with them, shall also be done and furnished in the 


having the charge of 


„same way by the officer having charge of the same; and no mo- 


ney herein appropriated shall he disbursed in payment for the 
publication of the laws of Congress in newspapers, which pub- 
lication shall cease and be discontinued for the future, and all 
advertisements and all other printing pertaining to the public 
service, published and done in newspapers, shall he made in the 
newspapers of the town, city. or place where the same may be 
done which shall have the largest number of subscribers; and 
when such publication may be made in two newspapers in the 
same city, town, or place, it shall be made in the two newspa+ 
pers of different politics which shali have the largest number of 
subscribers, to be ascertained and verified by the affidavit of 
the editor or editors; and such publication shall in no. case ex- 
ceed one insertion per week for three weeks, to be made in the 
country paper.” 

_ After a brief conversation on a point of order 
between Messrs. FILLMORE and the CHAIR- 
MAN— y - 

Mr. MORGAN said that, inasmuch as the 
amendment of the gentleman from Kentucky was 
now so modified as to embrace his (Mr. M’s) prò- 
position, he would withdraw his amendment... ; 

So the amendment of Mr. Moraan was with- * 
drawn. 

Mr. FILLMORE, in reference to the allusion 
that had been made to the contingent fund on band 
in the State Department, explained that the Com- 
mitiee of Ways and Means had addressed a letter 
to the Secretary of State on the subject, and ré- 
ceived a letter in reply, stating that the amount 
which was on hand at the time the estimates were 
made up would almost entirely be expended in 
work which would be chargeable to the year; and, 
thercfore, that the usuai appropriation here asked 
for would be required for the service of the present 

year. ‘ 

Mr. TRIPLETT inquired of the Chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means [Mr. Fisu- 
more] whether the $25,000 would be necessary 
provided the committee should adopt the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Davis} 
discontinuing the publication of the laws in the 
newspapers? 

Mr. FILLMORE said the committee had been 
furnished with a tabular statement from the Seere- 
tary of State of the amount of money actually ex- 
pended for the publication of laws in pamphlet 
form for the last thirteen years; whence it appeared 
that it was about $14,000 per year; but they had 
not been furnished with the amount paid for the 
publication in newspapers. That, however, was a 
sum of minor importance. The great expense of 
the publication was in printing the laws in pam- 


phiet form; and, in addition, there was a large ex- 


pense in the distribution of the laws among the se- 
veral States. These were the facts, and if the gen- 


: Heman was disposed to withdraw that part of his 


amendment, reducing the amount of this clause, he 

Was. satisfied. S 
--Mr. G. DAVIS said all he wanted to effect by 

his amendment was, to discontinue the publication 

of the laws in the newspapers and the consequent 
expenses, - 

_.. Mr. GILMER said he had misunderstood the 
gentleman from New York [Mr. Fitumorg] to state 
that the annual expense of printing the laws in 

amphlet form was much larger than for publish- 
ing them in newspapers. He believed that was not 
the fact, or he bad been misinformed from the State 
Department. He had received a statement from 
the State Department, an abstract only of which he 
had here, showing that in the thirteen years suc- 
ceeding 1828 there was fpaid the aggregate sum 
for printing the laws in pamphlet form of $37,796 82, 
and, during the same period, for publishing them in 
newspapers, $111,133. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he bad received a tabu- 

_ lar. statement from the State Department of the ex- 
penses of printing the laws in pamphlet form, to 
which he referred, and read from a letter from the 
Secretary of State accompanying it, in confirma- 
tion of his (Mr. F.'s) previous statement of the 
amount, and suggested that the gentleman from 
Virginia, [Mr. GiumeRr] must be mistaken in his 
Statement of the expense. 

Mr. McKAY said if gentlemen would refer to 
the Blue Book they would readily ascertain the 
sum paid for publishing the laws in the newspapers; 
and that the Secretary of State was confined to 
three newspapers in each State, the amount paid to 
some of which he cited, showing that it was about 
$65 for the year of the long and $40 for the year 
of the short sessions of Congress. He opposed 
the plan of passing laws and keeping the know- 
jedge of them from the people by repealing, for the 
sake of saving this small sum, the law requiring 
the publication of the laws, which had been solong 
in existence. 

Mr. G. DAVIS withdrew that part of the amend- 
ment proposing to strike out $25,000, and insert 
$15,000. [This was tle proposition as. originally 
offered this morning.} 

` Mr. McKAY suggested to the gentleman from 
Kentucky further to modify his proposition, since, if 
they adopted the amendment as it now. stood, it 
would involve an additional expense, insiead of 
effecting a reduction as desired. It required the 
Secretary of State to publish the laws three times 
in each newspaper, whereas they were now pub- 
lished but once. 

Mr. DAVIS explained that it was the advertise- 
ments which, by his amendment, were to be insert- 
ed three times, not the laws. : 

Mr. CUSHING rose to a point of order. He 
understood that the gentleman from Kentucky 
{Mr. Davis] had this morning presented some mo- 
difications of his amendment, and that it was now 
materially different. He submitted to the Chair 
that it was a new proposition, and he revived and 
renewed the question of order on the same points 
and principles on which the Chair had ruled it out 
of order when first offered. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN said that the same principles 
were involved in the amenCment in its present 
as in the original form; and that, under the deci- 
sion of the committee, by which his - decision 
had been overruled, the amendment was in or- 


der. i 

Mr. CUSHING appealed from this čecision. 
He remarked tha! the decision of the Chair yester- 
day (which was, that the amendment of Mr. Da- 
vis was not in order, because in contravened an 
existing law) had been reversed by a small ma- 
jority of some half dozen, and when barely one 
more than a quorum was present. 

Considering this decision of the Chair as of the 
highest possible consequence, considering the ques- 
tion to be whether the business of the session 
might all be strung. on to an appropriation bill, 
like a bunch of herrings on to a stick, he had 
taken this appeal that a decision of the committee 
might again be bad. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE 


. And the question “Shall the decision of the 
Chair stand as the judgment of the committee?” 
was then taken, and the vote stood—Ayes 61, noes 
51. No quorum votiag. 

_ Mr. CUSHING called upon the Chairman to 
rise and report that fact to the House. He (Mr. 
C.) wi-hed the country to understand whether they 
were to be engaged in this House day after day 
discussing questions, and, then, when the time 
came, there was to be no one to vote. 

The CHAIRMAN then rose and reported to 
the House that the committee found itself without 
a quorum. 

Mr. WISE desired to know whether there was 
any objection to the introduction of a resolution 
directing the Clerk to report the names of the ab- 
sentees on acall of the House? i 

Mr. BARNARD objected—remarking that there 
was evidently a quorum present now. 

Mr. WISE moved a eall of the House. 

On which motion the vote stood—Ayes 68, 
noes 53. l - 

So a call of the House was ordered; and a quo- 
rum had again made its appearance. 

But, in obeđience to arather general call, Mr. 
WISE withdrew his motion that there be a call of 
the House. . 

And Mr. W. being engaged in draughting a re- 
solution of the import above indicated— 

Mr. CHAPMAN suggested that the call of .the 
House should be proceeded with, as those who were 
absent from their seats were deeply interested in the 
resolution referred to. 

Mr. HOPKINS moved a suspension of the rule 
to enable Mr. Wise (who was yet writing) to in- 
troduce the. resolution. 

The SPEAKER said a motion to suspend the 
rule could only be entertained by general consent; 
because a quorum having been ascertained to be 
present, it was the duty of the Chairman immedi- 
diately to resume his seat. 

Thereupon the chairman resumed his seat. 

And the question recurring, “Shali the decision 
of the Chair stand as the judgment of the Com- 
mittee?” 

The committee was again counted, and the vote 
sood—-ayes 88, noes 55. 

So the decision of the Chair was affirmed. 

And the question recurring on the amendment 
of Mr. Davis— 

Mr. GAMBLE addressed the Chair, between 
whom and Mr. UNDERWOOD and Mr. GIL- 
MER a momentary conversation arose as to their 
respective claims to the floor, 

Mr. GAMBLE then proceeded in his remarks, 
In relation to that part of the amendment prohibit- 
ing payment from this contingent fund to news- 
papers for publishing the laws of the United 
States, he only wished to remark he was opposed 
to the adoption of the amendment. He was satis- 
fied that there was a mistake as to the statement 
of the expense for publishing the laws in the news- 
papers. The Secretary of State was restricted to 
three papers in which to make the publication, and 
the expense was far less ihan had been stated, and 
of trifing amount. He knew that the laws were 
published in pamphlet form, but it was sometimes 
one year before they were circulated in this way. 
And should this important information be withheld 
from the public for.the paltry expense of the publi- 


` cation of the lawsin the newspapers—a practice 


which had prevailed from the foundation of the 
Government?’ He went for no such reform as this. 
The people were entitled to know what they had 
done; and how were they to know it except by the 
newspapers? The small sum paid to the newspa- 
pers for publishing the laws of the United States 
was well paid. The Secretary of State selected 
but three in each State, and when it was known 
what papers were selected, the people looked to 
those papers from time totime. If they were to be 
held back to pamphlets, the laws would be a sealed 
book for twelve months to the people of this 
Union. They could carry this thing of retrench- 
ment andreform too far, and overreach the thing 
they aimed at. And it seemed to him that this was 
the case now. They ought not to obstruct the pro- 
gress of this important bill by introducing. these 
amendments, which produced confusion confound- 


s3 


ed. Let them pass this important biH, anddet them 
pass it at once, and then:let abil be-introduced by 
tae gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. :<Guaen)j—and 
he hoped the gentleman : would do- it—having:for 
its object. a. system of retrenchment and reform, 
and he would go-as far as any body would-ip:cut- 
ting down every expense which the public interest 
did not réquire. ete pagr ies 

Mr. GILMER had:stated:a short time’ since on 
the authority of the Secretary of. State, thatthe 
cost of publishing the laws -for thirteen years, 
ending with the year 1840, exceeded the cost: for 
the same period of printing the laws in pamphlet 
form.: He now rose to prove this by reference to 
the statement and letter of the Secretary of State to 
him agchairman of one of the select committees of 
this House. From this he had the relative state-, 
ment of these expenses for several years: between 
1829 and 1840, the amount of which, during that- 
period, for printing the laws was $37,797, and. for 
packing and distributing the laws $18,000, making 
an aggregate ror printing, packing, and distributing 
the laws of about $55,700, while the expense in 
in thé same time for publishing the laws-in’ the 
newspapers was $111,133... Thus the- amount 
paid, he said, according to this’ statement, for 
publishing the laws in the newspapers exceeded 
more than twofold the amount paid. for print- 
ing, packing, and distributing the laws in pamphlet 
form. ~ : ` 

In reference to the merits of this amendment, as 
he was upon the floor, he would say a word. There 
was no one more anxious than he was tu separate 
the patronage of the Government from the _politi- 
cal press of the.country. It had always been near 
his heart. He had had the honor to introduce a 
billfor that object in the Legislature of Virginia. 
It was an object necessary to sustain the purity of 
the press, and the purity of Government. . It 
seemed to him almost as necessary’ as it was to 
separate the Church from the State. There was a 
difference between the two institutions; but, com- 
paratively, the-objects were of equal importance. 
It was necessary that this grand object should be 
accomplished, and he would go as far as he who 
went farthest to accomplish it totally and entirely. 
Tt seemed to-him that this usage of employing 
newspapers to publish the laws had its origin at a 
period when printing was much more expensive, 
and the trouble and expense of distributing the 
laws through the medium of books much greater 
than at present. Now the cost of printing: ‘bad 
greatly aiminished, and the same reasons did. not 
operate for publishing the laws in the newspapers. 
He would suggest to the. gentleman from Ken- 
tucky a defect in his amendment, in its proposing 
to give the publication of the laws to the papers 
having the Jargest circulation. f 

Mr. DAVIS explained that his amendment dis- 
continued the publication in the newspapeis en- 
tirely. 

Mr. GILMER said he was then perfectly satis- 
fied with the amendment. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he confessed, from the 
exhibition of the statement from the State Depart- 
ment, just made by the gentleman from Virginia, | 
he did not recognise any likeness between it and 
the statement he (Mr. F.) had received from that 
Department. He could not conceive how 80 gross 
a mistake could have occurred. 

Mr. GILMER said the two statements came 
from the same source, and this difference in them 
was not his fault. , o 

Mr. FILLMORE said it was undoubtedly & mis- 
take of the clerks. He confessed he was unable to 
account for this diserepancy; and he knew not that 
any reliance was to be placed on either statement, 
after such a difference between them as this. 

Mr. VAN BUREN said, in order to enable the 
committee to decide between the two discordant 
statements from the office of the Secretary of State, 
the one produced by his colleague, the chairman 
of the Committee of Waysand Means, by which 
it appeared that the portion of the expenses under 
the appropriation new under consideration for the 
printing of the laws intpamphlet form, exceeded the 
publication’ in the newspapers ; the other that 
read by the gentleman from Virginia, (Myr. Gin- 
MER] and from which the reverse appeared, 


he: would refer. the committee to. Dec. No. 4, 
peing.the detailed expenses under the appropriation » 
of. last:year, exactly similar-to.the present one. By 
reference to the. date, May 5, 1841, it will be seen 
that the printing and: stitching. of-the 11,000. copies 
Jaws, second session, 26th Congress, was $912.50, 
, aud-by that-of. November: 3d; the ‘like charge-tor 
` the Ist-session of the 27th Congress was $785. - - 
~Jtis‘somewhat difficult. to say:‘how-~ much -the 
packing and distributing’ amounts to.‘ But by rè- 
ference-to. the same -report,.it will be:seen. that the 
publication in each newspaper for the second ses- 
sion, 26th Congress, was $40, and for that of the 
Ast session, 27th Congress, was $41. é 
It is: therefore evident, that a much larger pro- 
portion.of this appropriation had, been applied to 
_ the-publishing of the laws in the newspapers, than 
to the printing and distributing them in the pam- 
phlet form. i 
At will be perceived, however, by those who will 
take the trouble to examine the details of Decu- 
ment, No. 4, that by far the smallest part of this 
$25,000 appropriation for’ incitental and con- 
tingent expenses of the Department of State, in- 
cluding publishing and distributing the laws, is actu- 
ally applied to that purpose. 


bushel? 


The whole amount applied to the publishing and 
distributing the laws is less than $10,000. The 
balance is applied to incidentals and contingencies 
in the true sense of @he word, and for which there 
is no other guide than the discretion of ` the Secre- 
tary himself. ; 

Tt was for this reason, that I moved the other 
day to separate the one from the other, and which 
I trust will yet be adopted by the House. It is the 
contingent and discretionary expenses, Mr. Chair- 
man, into which the grossest abuses have crept. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST thought it very possible 
that the existing law directing the publication of 
the laws of the United States required revision and 
amendment. It struck him, that when they acted 
on the laws relative to the public printing, it re- 
quired the consideration of long existing laws, and 
that the subject should go to a committee, to be 
thoroughly investigated by them, that they might 
report new laws. They would proceed too hastily, 
and without due consideration if, when a general 
appropriation bill was under consideration, they 
should rush into a system of legislation altering, or 
materially changing those laws, to provide the way 
and means merely for the execution of which they 
came into this committee. 

The law authorising this printing had been in 
force since 1818; and by it the Department of State 
was authorized to publish the laws in the newspa- 
pers immediately on their reception. That was the 
only provision for the immediate publication of the 
laws of the United States. There was also another 
provision to publish the laws in pamphlet form as 
soon as possible.: He was not willing to dispense 
with the existing provision for the immediate publi- 
eation of the laws until he saw another provision 
made. 

It was said the provision for the publication of 
the laws in pamphlet form would still remain, and 
was sufficient. It was true that there might be a 
gratuitous publication of the laws by the newspa- 
pers. Could they rely on that? If they struck out 
the present provision, what would be the conse- 
quence? Didany gentleman of this House expect 
to receive in pamphlet form, at the rising of this 
Congress, the public laws passed by it?’ His ex- 
perience had been that they did not receive the 
laws till the next session after their passage. Dur- 
ing that time there would be no access by citizens 
to the Jaws of the land. It struck him that they 
would act rather hastily, and he was afraid ineon- 

siderately and very imperfectly, if they adopted 
this amendment; and in this appropriation bill they 
went into this important subject without sending it 
to a committee. 

Mr.M. A. COOPER said, so far as the amend- 
ment had reference to the mere publication of the 
Jaws, it embraced two propositions. In its first 
form, by providing for the publication in the papers 
having the largest circulation, it proposed to limit 
the discretion of the Secretary of State. And in 
its present form, by discontinuing the publication in 
the newspapers, it proposed to annihilate the law 
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entirely. . Should they make laws,and, by not pro- 
viding for their publication, hide them under a 
If this amendment prevailed, it would be 
the case so farashiscountry was concerned. There 
were counties in his State in which it took a day 
and a kalf to ride from some pertions of them to 
the county seat. Andif a man could get his in- 
formation of the law only by going to the clerk’s 


- office, the consequence would be, he would never 


getit. If they struck out the obligation of the 
Secretary of State to publish the laws in the State 


|| journals, they abolished the publication of the laws 


in toto. 

In regard to the proposition that’ they should 
publish the laws in that journal having the largest 
amount of subscribers, he objected to it for two rea- 
sons. First, it stripped the Executive Department 
of all responaibility. He would leave to the Exe- 
cutive the responsibility that properly belonged to 
him. Efe here referred to the remarks made by 
the gentieman from Virginia [Mr. Borrs] yester- 
day, in reference to the circulation of the Madiso- 


` nian, and the temarks in reference thereto in the 


Madisonian of this morning. 

Mr, BOTTS (Mr. C. yielding him the floor for 
explanation) said that ke had not stated yesterday, 
as the Editor of the Madisonian published this 
morning, that the circulation of that psper was not 
more than two hundred subscribers. His remark 


yesterday was, that he had been informed that the . 


daily. Madisonian had not more than three hundred 
subscribers, and that there were two other daily 
papers in this city which had, as he understood, 
twelve or fourteen thousand subscribers. He had 
not declared this from his own knowledge, but had 
spoken of what he had understood. The Editor 
had said that he cireulefed four thousand copies of 
his paper, and he (Mr. B.) supposed it was a gra- 
tuitous circulation, paid for out of the public mo- 


ney. 

Mr. COOPER further opposed the proposition 
to publish the laws in the papers having the largest 
circulation, and pointed out some of the uncertain- 
ties and difficulties in ascertaining the relative cir- 
culation of different papers. He objected to the 
plan as inefficient, tolally impracticable, and unad- 
visable. He thought ihis matter involved a little 
more than appeared upon the surface. It was rot 
policy, as appeared from the very fact that now 
stared him in the face. They had now got under 
an Administration pretending to reform, and the 
charge was made agsinst this very Administration 
by a gentleman on this floor, who came from the 
former ranks of the Administration, of a great 
abuse by an attempt to subsidize the press. He 
advised them to desist from these changes,’ and 
leave the Administration to act on its own respon- 
sibility, When the Administration had run its 
length, perbaps the people might discover its 
abuses, and commence themselves the work of re- 
form. 

Mr. BOTTS said, if there was any virtue in an 
independent public press, then he thought there was 
more importance in the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Kentucky ihan had been duly consider- 
ed. He feared lest, from the remarks which had 
been made by varicus gentlemen, the committee 
might be Jed off from the true character of this pro- 
position. When the gentleman from Kentucky 
first offered the amendment it did-not contain the 
provision now go strongiy cbjected to, to wit: That 
cutting off the appropriation for the publication of 
the laws. He thought that good reasons hed been 
given by the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Cocprr] 
for the ground he had assumed, and he did not ob- 
ject to the striking out of that part of the resclution 
which he had opposed. The object of the present 
amendment was another part of the public printing, 
viz: thatin the newspapers. A refereace to the 
Blue Book would show that $17,000 had been paid 
by a single Department of the Government for ‘ad- 
vertising alone; it was in that way that the public 
press in this country was bought up. A part of the 
Government advertising had lately been given to 
penny papers, which had little or no circulation be- 
yond the limits of the city where they Were pub- 
lished; it bad recently been given to the New York 
Herald, which, though no penny paper, was not 
quite so decent or respectable as some of them. If 


any gentleman doubied about voting fcr the amend= 
ment on the ground of precedent, he referred such 


‘to the general appropriation bill’ of 1839, where 
‘they would find that asimilar amendment was then 


adopted. Mr. B. suggested to those who were- de- 
cidedly opposed to the amendment about printing 
the laws in pamphlet form, that they need not vote 
against the whole proposition on that account; a 
division of ihe question might be made, and the 
amendment separated so as to be voted on by it- 
self. For that he cared but little; but this propo= ` 
sition to ‘dispense with Government patronage toa 
party press ought certainly to prevail. This was 
a profligate abuse and misapplication of the public 
money, from which proceeded the grossest corrup- 
tion, as he did not doubt every member of the 
House as fully believed as himself. _ 

In reply to the remarks of Mr. Cooprn, Mr. B. 
said he perceived that in the Madisonian he was. 
charged with a matter that he knew nothing about. 
He was accused of having asserted that the sub= 
scriptions to that paper did not amount to 200: he 
had asserted no such thing.. What he had said’ 
was this: that he had been informed the daily sub- 
scriptions to the Madisonian did not exceed three 
hundred; and his complaint had been thata paper 
with this limited number of subscribers should 
have been selected as the organ for publishing 
Post Office contracts, while there were other papers 
published in the city, whose subscription list, as he 
was told, amounted to twelve or fourteen thousand. 
The Madisonian had not, as he understood, con- 
tradicted the assertion Mr. B. had made, but stated 
that its total civeulation amounted to four thousand 
copies.. He supposed this to be true. But if this 
large amount of circulation was not subscribed for, 
but sent gratuitously, Mr. B. presumed the expense 
came out of the publie funds; as he rather presumed 
the editor could not afford to furnish so large a 
number out of his own pocket. But if this circu- 
lation was without any subscription to support it, 
then the Government had no certainty that the ad- 
vertisements wonld continue, since the editor 
might discontinue furnishing the paper whenever 
he pleased. The editor made some statements 
about the publication of contracts merely to for- 
ward the views cf Government, and without any 
charge, which, if true, showed certainly a most pa- 
triotic spirit. That statement might be true: Mr. 
B. knew nothing sbont the matter. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD expressed regret at the 
great and wide discrepancy between the two state. 
ments furnished to two chairmen of different stand- 
ing commitiees of the House, [Mr. FiLLMORE and 
Mr. Girmzn,] and both furnished from the same 
Department; but ke was inclined to think that the 
statement which had been read by the latter gen- 
Ueman was most to be relied on. He here went 
intoa calculation to show that it was reasonable to 
suppose tha! publishing the laws in three different 
papers in each State must cost more than @ single 
publication of the same laws in pamphlet form. 

(Mr. Frrumorm here reminded Mr. U, that the 
private acts were not published in the papers, while 
in the pamphlet edition they were.] 

Mr. U. still insisied on the same conclusion, ss 
this would not make difference enough to alter it, 
He referred io documents to show that the whole 
sum paid at the 26ih Congress for printing the 
Jaws in the public papers was about $7,860. Mr. 
U. opposed the proposal to dispense with this 
branch of the printing. He was ‘or reirenchment, 
but not for cating off what went to meet and sup- 
ply the popular wants. : 

Mr. U. then prceseded to notice and reply to the 
remarks of Mr. Cussinc, who had said that the 
only efect of the proposed item of reform would 
be to deprive an cficsr at the head of a Depart- 
ment of the opportunity of selecting his friends to 
do the public work, and compelling him to employ 
his enemies. He had once been chairman of an 
investigating committee, and he had in that capa. 
city beccme aequainted with some curious facts as 
tothe manner in which contracts were secured to 
political friends. He here went into a detailed ex- 
planation of the process by whicha printer, though 
in fact the lowest bidder for a job of Government 
printing, lost itto a political opponent, in conse= 
quence of the proposals of the Department ina `’ 
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‘cluding‘a variety of other items beside printing, 
‘for which. he had, of course, as printer, made no 
‘offer. Mr. U. insisted that these various classes of 
articles: ought to be separated, so. thata printer 
might bid for the printg, a stationer for the sta- 
fionery, &c. which the Department required for 
the public service. Another mode of rewarding 
favorites was, wherea man had made a contract 
for a variety of items, on some of which he made 
a large profit and on others little or none, to en- 
large the quantity of the profitable item to be fur- 
nished by him, and diminish that of those unpro- 
fitable. 

Mr. U. concluded by reading an amendment in 
conformity with the principle he had stated in his 
speech, and goiag to separate the items to be bid 
for, and thus secure s fair competition for the sup» 
ply ef each; but he deferred moving the amend- 
ment at present. , 

Mr. POPE next addressed the committee in some 
remarks on the Joud professions of gentlemen in 
favor of economy and retrenchment. He was as 
much in favor of a fair and reasonable reform as 
any man, but not for what went to cut off informa- 
tion from the people. That was not the sort of re- 
form the Whigs had preached from the stump at 
the late Presidential election; in fact the chief doc- 
trine he had himself insisted on when stumping it 
in his own district, was, that Government ought to 
make the money good, and as plenty as they could. 
[A laugh.]) He held that the only effectual way to 
reform the public abuses, was to have men of in- 
tegrity to administer the Government. He did not 
much believe in these plans and propositions for 
retrenchment: tbey would for the most part end in 
moonshine. The only way was for each officer at 
the head of any branch of the Government, or in 
any other publie trust, to select men to do the 
public work in a good and satisfactory manner, and 
then to get it done on as low terms as was practica- 
ble. He was not for binding up a Secretary to em- 
ploy a paper which bad this number or that num- 
ber of subscribers: this talk of gentleman about 
purifying the Government and keeping it indepen- 
dent of the public press, was all pretty much a 
humbug: he did not believe a word of it. As to 
the mater of letting out contraets, he believed that 
legal restrictions would be of very little avail un- 
less there was an honest man at the head: he well 
knew that in the great mail contracts in the West it 
had been an understood thing that it was useless to 
underbid favorite contractors; they would always 

: get the contracts, underbid them as you might. 

In regard to the printing of the laws, Bir. P. was 
understood to say that be concurred wilh his col- 
league, [Mr. Davis.] He believed that the pam- 
phlet edition of the laws was of comparatively little 
utility; it was ordered to be sent to the office of the 
county couris; but for his part, though often apply- 
ing there, he never h able to find a copy in 
his life. The way mo wyers, and the people, 
too, got hold of the laws in the West was by cut- 
ting them out of the newspapers, and laying them 
by. Mr. P, had furnished hiraself out of his pri- 
vate purse, &c. ` 

As to the gentlemen who were so exceeding 
fierce for reform, he would say to some of them 
that by the calis they often made on the 
Departments for leng tabular statements which 
neither they por any body else made any use of 
when they were furnished 
vernment more in addit 
saved to it by their retrenchment speeches. These 
calls served, indeed, to make a figure in the papers, 
and to wive'genilemen some little notoriety as 
making a great fass in Congress on the subject_of 
retrenchment; but there it ended, pretty much. He 
believed it would be a very goed rule to publish no 
extra nomber of any document. The laws, indeed, 
they were bound ta make publie for the benefit of 
the people, and this he would never eppose orem- 


þarrass by legai restrictions, which in practice 
He stated some efforts 


would come to nothing. 
of his owa, when Governor of Arkansas, to 
give the pecple a chance to get access to the laws 
by having them copied out at bis own expense; for 
some gentlemen would at times go for the good of 
the country, provided no very strong temptation 
drew them aside. 


they spent for the Go- | 
nal clerk bire than they | 


——— ena 


[A laugh.] He thought when 


there was something to be got by a good Govern: 
ment job, it was all fairto give it to friends, pro- 
vided they were as competent as others to the dis- 
charge of the duty. Mr. P. made some humorous 


remarks about a man’s fitness being jadged by his _ 


being a member’ of the temperance society, and 
many other pleasant sallies oceasioned much mer- 
riment; but they were for the most part lost to the 
Reporter, as Mr. P. was surrounded by a cordon 
of listening members, who interposed between him 
and the Reporter's seats. ae 

Mr. WISE offered an amendment to the amend- 
ment, which proposed that the Secretary of Staie 
should cause to be erected, somewhere on the pub- 
lic grounds, a plain, substantial brick building, not 
to cost over. $10,600, to contain steam presses for 
the use of Government, and be furnished with 
fcunts of types, &c. not to exceed in cost $50,000, 
and to appoint a publie printer at a salary of 
$1,500, whose duty should be to purchase mate- 
rials, and employ laborers at the usual prices. The 
whole to be conducted under the superintendence 
of the Vice President and heads of Departments, at 
Government expense. And as soon as the new 
establishment was prepared to go into operation,. 
thenceforward no editor of a paper or private prin: 
ter to do the printing of Government. 

At present, Mr. W. observed, under the sem- 
blance of merel, applying a contingent item of ap- 
propriation, the Committee of Ways and Means 
had brought in a new project of law to regulate 
the mode of the public printing. 

Mr. FILLMORE here rose to order, observing 
that the propositien to which the gentleman from 
Virginia was speaking had already been passed 
upon, and it could not now be in order to dis- 
cuss it. X 

After some explanations between Messrs. 
WISE and FILLMORE and the CHAIR, Mr. 
W. was ruled to be in order, and suffered to pro- 
ceed, 

He resumed his remarks again, observing that 
the amendment of Mr. Davis went to propose a 
new mode of exeenting ibe public printing. As 
the decisicn of the Chair that such propositions 
were out of order as amendments fo an appro- 
priation bill had been overrule i by the committee, 
Mr. W. supposed if other new propositions as to 
the mode of condusting the public printing could be 
received, bis could be. He therefore would offer 
the plan ke had read as an amendment to the 
amendment of the gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. 
Davis.) 

Soon after the establishment of the Government 
three modes had been proposed for conducting the 
printing of the Goverament. The first was, that 
the Gevernreent should do it itself; the second 
was, that it should be done by contract; and the 
third preseri a particular description of eon- 
tract. One plan proposed putting the whole pub- 
lic printing into one mass, and letting it out to the 
lowest bidder. 


Another divided it, snd proposed 
that pubiic printers be appointed for the two 
Houses of Corgress, and that for the printing of 
the Departments each Department might. select 
such private printer as it plessed. 

Mr, Y. said he believed, for his own part, that 
the first plan v the best, that the Government 
should do its own printing at its OWA cost. 

After some explanations between Mr. DAVIS 
and Mr. WISE as toa point of order— 

Mr. WISE moved that the committee now rice 
and report; which motion prevailing, the commit- 
tee thereupon rose and reported progress. When, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, March 4, 1842. 

O1 motion of Mr. ARCHER, leave was granted 

Etjeh Knox to withdiaw certain papers of bis from 
the Ries of the Senate. 
Mr. CLAYTON presented a memorial from ihe 
Siate of Pennsylvania, stating thar a duty of 20 
per cent. ou iron weuld net protect the manufac- 
tures of that article in this country from foreign 
competition: referred to the Committee on Manu- 
factures. 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, it was 


Resolved, Phat the Secretary of the Navy be directed to in- 


form the Senate what steps, if any, have been taken to catty 
into effect the joint resolution of September H, 1841, Yor the pars 
chase ofdomestic water-rotted hemp.for the. use ofthe United~ 
Biates Navy. : ae ee. sees 


On motion of Mr. SEVIER, it was ; 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public-Lands be inetruc 
to inquire into the expediency of- authorizing’ Phydelia Bte- 
vens, infant heir-at-law of Elijah Stevens, or her guardian for 
her, to enter, at the proper land office in the State of Arkansas’ 
the quantity of one hundred and sixty acres. of land, it being 
due to her deceased father as bounty land for his services ása 
soldier duting the last. war. - Ratan ga 


DISTRIBUTION OF BOOKS. 
The résolulions heretofore introduced by Mr, 


” Tappan, from the Committeg on the Library, were’ 


aken up, and modified to read-as follows: < 
Resolved, That the 320 copies of the land laws: and opinions, 
printed under a resolution of the Senate of the 28ih February, 
1837, now on hand, be ‘distributed to such members of Con- 
gress as have net received the same, until the copies are’ex- 
hausted. i ; 
Resolved, That the residue of the 1450 copies of the state pas 
pers on the public lands, jn five volumes, after complying with 
former resoluions of Congress on that subject, ‘be datributed 
among the members of Congress -10 be by them distributed in 
their respective States and Territories. -~ x 


Mr. BENTON thought that the Senate had long 
since come to the determination of distribuung no . 
more books. One of the great evils of that distri» 
bution system was more to be seen in the large 
quantity of books on hand. If the practice waa 
again revived, the effect would be that when these 
ere exhausted, they would order the printing of 
racre. He was epposed, in any extent, to reviving 
that disreputable policy of voting libraries to 
themselves, to be paid’ out of the moneys 
of the people. Plenty of room could be had 
in the Capitol to contain those books; if not, he 
would be willing to send them to the Governors of 
the States and Territores to get clear of them, that 
they might be distributed to the libraries, colleges 
and acacemies cf the respective States. He hoped 
the resoluticn would be so modified that the books 
might be sent to the authorities of the States. | 

Mr. TAPPAN said that as it was proposed to dis- 
tribute these books among members of Congress, 
they weuld no doubt send the books to the univer- 
sities of the several Staies. Batte had introduced 
his resolution at the cuggesticn of the Committee 
on the Library, as the room in which these books 
were was wanted as a place of mecting for one of 
the commiltees, end therefore he thought that they 
ought to be disposed of in some equitable manner, 
If the resoluticns could be modiicd’ to be more | 
agreeable to the Senate, he would cheerfully acquis 
esce, Ag he before said, books were of no, use 
here, were au incumbrance, the room beisg wanted 
for the use of one of the commitices, and if no oth. 
er disposition could be made of them, they had bet- 
terbe taken out and burned. > >0 ot 

Mr. KING never would consent either to pura 
chase cr print book to distribute among members 
of Congress. He had witnessed the disgraceful 
effects af it heretofore. He had seen books, print- 
ed ata heavy expense, cut of the peopie’s money, 
distributed to members of Congress, and no sooner 
read, they cistributed, than they were found in the 
market in this city, selling for one-third of the ac- 
tual cost for printing. If the distribution was 
again commenced, no tooner would those books 
cn hand be exhausted, than they would resort to 
printing for further distribution, The excure for 
printing would then be, that if you do not’ distri- 
bute to those who have riot received their quota, it 
wosld be unjust. As the books mentioned in the 
resolution were of liule vaire, and almost might 
be thrown away, he was willing that they should 
be disposed of by being sent io colleges, and other 
institution: for the dissemination of knowledge. He 
would, however, ptefer that they should be dis- 
pesed of for what they would bring. ‘ 

Mr. ALLEN said he believed the object of his 
honorable colleague was to dispose of tLese books 
in such a manner that they might become useful 
to somebody, whereas at present they were of no 
use whateverto any one. He himself believed it 
would be better to make a donation of them to the 
Legislatures of thé several States, and leave these 
Legislatures to dispose of them according to their 
discretion. . . , 

Members of Congress, when attending their legis- 
lative duties, had access to an axtensive library and 
to ail necessary doctiments, and did not therefore 
require for themselves the posfession of taese books; 


‘and irresponsible expenditures. 


‘the dispdsal of the several State - Legislatures; 
those Legislatures, after having placed“a copy in 


their own library, and one in each of the depart- 
‘mients of State, might, if they should think proper , 
‘to, do so, bestow the remaining copies, if there were 
“-a'sarplus, upon the colleges and public institutions 

‘within their respective States. To distribute them 


among members would, to his mind at least, carry 
too much the appearance of making them personal 
‘and private property. Any appropriation which 


-might be made, shoyld have reference to public, 


and not'to private gain. There would then be no 
motive hereafter for voting for ihe printing of 
‘great quantities of books and documents. He 
propos:d to amend the resolution, by putting in 
the words, “State Legislatures.” : 


Mr. TAPPAN remarked that the proposition to | 


distribute bad nothing todo with a question of 
‘printing or purchasing books for distribution among 
members of Congress; nor did it involve that ques- 
tion in its effects. It was merely a proposition to 
get-rid of an incumbyance. It struck him that the 
best and least expensive mode of having them dis- 
tributed to advantage among the States, was to have 
‘it donè through the members of Congress, who 
were presumed to be best advised as to what would 
be the most judieious disposition with regard to the 
States they represented. j ` 

Mr. McROBERTS moved the following asa 
substitute for the original resolution, viz: 

Reeolved, That the 300 copies of the laws and opinions print- 
ed under a resoiution of the Senate of Feb, 28, 1837, now on 
hand, and the residue of 1450 coplesof the State papers on the 

ublic lands in five volumes, after complying with former reso- 

utions of Congress upon the subject, be distributed among the 

nine States and three Territories containing the public lands, 
according to the census of 1841, to be by them distributed in 
such mater as they shall deem proper. 

Mr. McROBERTS remarked that these papers 
would be of no manner of service to any Jawyer or 
State in which the public lands were not situate. It 
would be to them no more than so much waste pa- 
per; but they would be of great value and impor- 
tance to the new States and Territories, and to the 
courts of justice and the law ofiicers of the-States 
where the great body ot the public lands lies. He 
thought the Jeast expensive mode of distribution 
would be to bave it done through the members and 
dekgates from those States and Territoriess. He 
would go for either course that would best obtain 
the object of his amendment. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said the proposition of the 
Senator from Ohio, as he unders cod its object, 
was an excellent one, and he would cheerfully 
vote for disposing of these books, almost on any 
terms, and clearing the rooms which were now en- 
eumbered with them. He understood that the new 
standing committee of the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, (Mr. Morearan’s Retrenchment Commit- 
tee,] had, as yet, no resting place within this 
building. He hoped some disposition would be 
made of these books, if fer no oiher reason, at 
least for the purpose of enabling that committee to 
commence its labors. He anxiously desired that 
that excellent committee should have an opportu- 
nity of beginning the work of reform with as little 
delay as possible. They were about to put an end 
to those generalities in the work of reform which 
they had been accustomed to pursue, and to de. 
scend to particulars. In this way alone could re- 
trenchment be effectually accomplished. He would 
vote for almost any disposition which it might be 
proposed to make of these books, but he could 
ho! consent to vote books to himseif for any rea- 
son which could.be imagined. The contingent ex- 
penses of the Senate bad become enormous. He 
was astonished at the amount to which their ex- 
penditure had been swelled; and he hoped the Se- 
nator from Kentacky would begin with these vast 
The books were 
certainly the property of the Senate, and might be, 
as he had no doubt they would be if the resolution 
should be adopted, fairly and honestly distributed. 
Bat in what light would it be viewed? It would 
be, after all, a distribution to their friends; and if 
it were not to result in their immediate benefit, it 
gave them at leastsome degree of patronage, by 
giving them the opportunity of sending five beauti- 


sand he. believed the best disposition which could. 
“be made of them would he to place. them: at 


-He was willing to give the Senator 
from Obio a carte blanche as to the dipo- 
sal of. his (Mr. B’s) vote upon this mat- 
ter; provided, in the- disposition. which he 
might make of these books, he would have Sena- 
tors wholly exonerated from the responsibility of 

_ their distribution.’ He could not vote in favor of 
giving them to themselves, or to their partieular 
friends. He (Mr. Bucnanan) did not want any of 
them for himself, or for distribution to his friends; 
and he would take this occasion to observe that he 
would be very giad indeed if the contingent ex- 
penses of the individual members of the Senate 
should be discontiaued altegether. He had no 
doubt that, with the exception, perhaps, of the Se- 
nator from New York, he himself was in the habit 
of using more letter paper than any other member 
of that body. Indeed, since he had held a seat 
there, he had been scarcely able to attend to any 
thing else than his correspondence; and he was 
persuaded that $20 would pay forall the paper he 
used in the course of a session; and for the credit 
of the Senate, he hoped that they would not, for 
the sake of this small sum, consent to entail upon 
the public funds so large a burcen of expenditure 
as that which annually took place. He could not, 
therefore, vote either for the amendment or the 
original resolution; but he would say to the Sena- 
tor from Ohio that he might do with his share just 
what he pleased, provided he did not ask him to 
receive them. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut opposed the amend- 
ment, and said that they had no more right to dis- 


think proper: 


Territories than they had to distribate them among 
the members of Congress. Neither had they any 
more right to distribute them to colleges than to 
common schools. FIe was in favor of selling them 
in the book market, for whatever they would bring, 
and returning the proceeds to ihe public Treasury. 
That he conceived was the only legitimate and 
constitutional mode of disposing of them, since it 
was agreed on all hands that it was net proper to 
give them to members of Congress for their per- 
sonal benefit, or the benefit of their private friends. 

Mr. CALHOUN said he presumed the original 
intention was, that these books should be devoted 
to some useful purpose, and as it was admitted that 
they are only a nuisance here, he thought that 
they should be distributed where they could be 
most usefully employed. As to the sight of the 
Senate to apply them as they thought proper, there 
was no doubt. He would therefore vote in favor 
of the amendment of the Senator from Illinois, 
The question brought up in his mind the recollee- 
tion of those lavish expenditures which had been 
beretofore incurred by Congress, under the influ- 
ence of the surplus revenue, and he was gratified 
to see a returning sense of propriety beginning to 
manifest itself, and to find that the extravagance 
he had alluded to was beginning to meet universal 
condemnation. 

Mr. McROBERTS said that it was agreed, upon 
all hands, that the books were in the way; and the 
only question was, how should they be disposed of? 
The proposition which he had suggested, it seemed 
to him would productive of more good than sub- 
mitted by the Senator from Ohio. 

Mr. MOREHEAD expressed his perfect willing- 
ness to make a just distribution of the books, but 
he could not vote for the amendment of the Sena- 
tor from Illinois. 

The question. was then taken on the amendment 
—ayes 11, nays 14—but no quorum having 
voted— 

Mr. SEVIER ealled for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered, 

Mr. MANGUM hoped there would be an end 
to this system of printing books by Congress for 
distribution. He moved to lay both resolution 
and amendment on the table, and with a purpose 
of not taking them up again. 

Mr. TAPPAN explained that the books were 
already paid for, and being an encumbrance it was 
neceseary tc get rid of them some way or other, 

Mr. MANGUM, at Mr. Cuay’s request, with- 
drew his motion. 

Mr. CLAY said the books were here and paid 


“fully bound volumes to whomscever they might | | for, and in the way; and should be disposed of in 


tribute these beoks to the nine States and the three -~ 


Pear eee 


some manner. .He was, however, opposed to giv- . 
ing them. away to the nine States. He would go 
for the general distribution on the general princis 
ple, but was opposed to discriminating between the 
States on the presumption. that they were not all 
_interested in the public lands, 

Mr.-SEVIER moved to strike out the word 
‘nine’? in the amendment of the Senator from: Hli- 
nois, so that the books might be distributed among _ 
all the States and the three Territories. 

“Mr. CLAY said that, as the distribution was 
thus made general, he had no objection to it. | 

Mr. BUCHANAN would now agree to the 
amendment. * 

The call for the yeas and nays having been with- 
drawn by general consent, 

The resolution as amended was then adopted. 

The Senate then proceeded to the orders of the 


day. 

Mr. CLAY remarked that the particular order 
of the day was his resolutions on retrenchment. 
He proposed to postpone that order till next Mon- 
day for the purpose of taking up the next order, . 
being his resolutions to amend the Constitution by 
restricting the. veto power; which motion was 
agreed to. 

Some conversation then took place between 
Messrs. BAYARD, ALLEN, and BUCHANAN, 
as to the priority of business, the first named 
Senator contending that the bill authorizing the 
District banks to receive and pay out the notes of 
non-specie paying banks, being the special order 
for Thursday last, should have precedence of the 
veto resolutions, which were the special order for 
Friday last, both having been postponed by the 
discussion on the retrenchment resolutions. He 
also made an appeal in behalf of the banks. The 
controversy was put an end to by Mr. Cray, on 
whose motion the District Bank bill was postponed 
till to-morrow as a special order. ` 

And the Senate proceeded to the consideration 
of Mr. Cray’s joint resolutions to amend the Con- 
stitution, by vesting the appointment of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury and Treasurer of the United 
States in the two Houses of Congress; by restrict- 
ing the veto power of the President; and by ren- 
dering Senators and Representatives in Congress 
ineligible to civil appointment by the Executive of 
the United States, during the whole period for 
which they may be elected. 

Mr. CLAY observed that he had considered the 
subject in reference to the amendment suggested 
by the Senator from Virginia, with regard to ex- 
tending the time for the reconsideration of a bill 
vetoed by the President of the United States, and 
had come to the conclusion of accepting that mo- 
dification. His resolution on the subject of the 
veto would, as modified, be to the effect that a bill 
vetoed atone session should be deferred to the next 
succeeding session, when, if again passed by a 
majority, it shouid become a law, the objections of 
the President notwithstanding. ‘ 

Mr. BERRIEN, being entitled to the floor, ad- 
dressed the Senate for upwards of two hours; 
chiefly confining himself to the subject of the veto 
power. At the outset he stated that it was his pur- 
pose to be as brief as the importance of the subject 
would admit. In discussing the resolution in rela- 
tion to the veto, he would treat it as modified at 
the suggestion of the Senator from Virginia. Had 
it not been so modified, he would have felt it neces- 
sary to move such an amendment himself. 

In the beginning, he would not recognise any 
analogy between the tribunitian veto of ancient 
Rome, and the executive veto of this Government, 
for reasons which he stated at considerable length; 
neither would he recognise any analogy between 
the veto of the British King and that of the Presi. 
dent of the United States. His aim would be 
to show that the veto power of the executive in 
the Government, asit now exists, instead of being 
limited, as some gentlemen argue, is absolute, 
and more uncontrollable that the veto in a monar- 
chy. 

He disclaimed the superstitious reverence which 
is held up in terrorem against amending the Con- 
stitution, and argued that this Constitution was 
but the work of man, and bore in itself internal 
evidence of the consciousness of its frameres that it 
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would, with time and experience, need modifica- 
Hon. - . et 
“. He next reviewed the arguments of those who 
had preceeded him in the discussion; and defined 
his position with regard to the nature of this Go- 
vernment.. He considered ita government of re- 
„straint as regards individuals; but as regards the 
“people, collectively, merely an expression of their 
will. And with regard to the nationality of its 
‘ character, he maintained that it was indifferent, as 
far as his definition went, whether it was consider- 
ed the Governmont ofa nation or the Government 
or a confederation of nation; for it must-have an 
individuality of will in either case. He viewed it 
as agreat corporatioa~~possessing a sort of legal 
‘entity—a thing thatisand is not—a State among 
States—a nation among nations—possessed of ac- 
corded powers—national in: the exercise of those 
powers—but, on returning them, denationalized. 
This he considered iis character, not only with 
regard to external, but to internal powers, 
The people had vested all ligislatve powers 
in ,Congress, and had given the Executive 
Department of the Government to the President; 
but he maintained that the object, so far as regars- 
ed the delegation of legislative powers to Congress, 
was defeated by the exercise of the veto power, as 
` that exercise practically, whatever may have been 
the intention theoretically, resulted in controlling 
and finally dictating legislation. The integrity, 
capacity, and motives, of the representatives of the 
“people, to legislate according to the powers and prin- 
‘ciplesof the Constitution, could not be exceeded 
by any integrity, capacity, or motives, of the Ex- 
ecutive; therefore it never could be the intention of 
the Constitution that he should control, initiate, 
““and dictate legislation. Besides, he argued that 
would involve a principle to which the framers of 
the Constitution were utterly hostilc—that of vest- 
ing too much power in one man. He further 
argued that the Constitution expressly appointed 
the judiciary, the supreme tribunal, as the arbiter 
.of the constitutionality of all laws passed by Con- 
gress; but the exercise of the veto power inter- 
‘posed between the judges and the thing to be 
judged, and cut it off from ever coming before the 
‘only tribunal competent to decide upon its constitu- 
tionality. 
He next argued that the veto gave the Execu- 
tive a double control over legislation. Without 
it, through the heads of Departments holding 
‘their offices at his pleasure, he dictates, or at 
least. initiates all laws for the carrying on of 
‘the Government, as would be proved by refer- 
ence to the statute book, the greater part of 
which was pceupied with laws emanating from the 
Departments. ‘This probably could not be helped; 
but it was interference enough with legislation 
without the additional interference of the veto. 
The inflaence of the veto, he contended, was se- 
cret and silent—ihe consciousness cf its power, 
even when it slept, Operating so as to throw all the 
powers of legislation into the hands of the Execu- 
tive, leaving Congress but his agent to carry out 
his views. An absolute veto he considered less 
exceptionable than such a veto as existed in this 
Government; for, if absolute, no President would 
have the nerve to assume the responsibility of exer- 
cising it. He next combated, at great length, the 
idea that Southern men ought to stand by the veto 
power for their own sakes, let the evils attendant 
upon it in other respects be what they may. He 
maintained that before it could be called into use 
for the protection of the South, such a state of 
things must exist as would render it no more than 
a rope of sand to bind this Union together. 
When Mr. BERRIEN had concluded, 
- Mr. CLAY proposed a postponement of the fur- 
ther consideration of the subject to this day week, 
in ‘order to give a friend, now indisposed, an op- 
portunity of speaking on it. The further conside- 
ration of the resolutions was accordingly made the 
special order for Friday next. 
On motion, it was agreed, that when the Senate 
adjourn it be to Monday next. ; 
Mr. CLAY moved that the Senate go into Eye- 
eutive session for a few minutes, to dispose of some 
nominations on the table, 


; The Senate tben went. into Executive session, 
and shortly after adjourned. : 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Faipay, March 4, 1842, . 
_. The Journal of yesterday was read and approved, 
Mr. THOMPSON of Indiana asked leave, at 
this: time, to introduce a resolution. s> 
But Mr. SUMMERS, who had risen immedi- 
ately after the reading of the Journal, and called 
for the regular business of the morning hour, in- 
sisted on bis motion. 
: REPORT ON RETRENCHMENT: 
The unfinished business of the morning ‘hour 
was the sixth of the series of resolutions men in 


from the Seleet Committee on Retrenchmenk in 


the tollowing words: 


Resolved, That the Doorkeeper be, and he is required, 
quired to contract with some responsible person for the servic 
of the same number of horses and mail carts as are now authdf 
rized to be employed, on the best terms he may find practica. 
ble, the price in either case not to exceed that now given for the 
same services, to be kept in the public stable, for the use of the 
House; and that it be a.part of the contract for the hiring of said 
horses and mail carts, that the owner of said horses, during the 
continuance of such contract, shall take good care of the stable 
and keep the same atall times in proper Condition, he paying no 
rent for the same excepihis care and safe-keeping of the pro- 
perty, and receiving no compensation for such care and safe- 
keeping, beyond the value ofthe use and possession thereof 
during the period of-his contract; and that during the recess of 
Congress, or so soon as the use of such horses and carts can be 
dispensed with, the stable be closed, and remain under the care 
and superintendence of the Doorkeeper to the House, 

Oa motion of Mr. SUMMERS, the resolution 
was amended by striking out therefrom the word 
“doorkeeper,” and inserting the word “postmaster.” 

And after a brief explanation between Messrs. 
J. G. FLOYD and SUMMERS— 

The question was taken, and the resolution, 
without debate or division, was adopted. 

The seventh resolution being under considera- 
tion, in the following words, to wit: 


Resolved, That hereafter all fucl, candles, and oil, purchased 
for the use of the House, be, and the same is hereby, declared 
tobe in the care and custody of the Doorkeeper, who is here- 
by forbidden to permit the same, or either or any part thereof, 
to be usedin the restavrateurs attached to the Capitol, or for 
any other purpose whatsoever, except for the immediate use of 
the House, its committees, officers, and members. 

No amendment was offered, and the resolution, 
without debate or division, was adopted. 

The cighth resolution being under consideration, 
in the words following, to wit: 

Resolved, That the Clerk be, and he is hereby, authorized, as 
the agent of the ITouse in this behalf, to purchase, on the best 
terms he may find practicabie, such stationery as may be re- 
quisite for the use of the Houseand the Clerk’s office; that he 
cause tobe recorded, in a well bound book suited to that pur- 
pose, the bills and invoices of all the stationery he may so pur- 
chase from time to time, and shall label, file away, and pre- 
serve in lus office, the originals of such bills and invoices, so 
that thesame may beat all times readily referred to; that he 
deliver to the Postmaster of the House such kinds and quanti- 
ties of stationery as from time to time may be necessary for 
the use of the House, kecping an accurate account of the 
same, and also of the quantity and value of that used in the 
Clerk’s office; and that hereafter, in the annual reports now 
required by law to be made by the Clerk, showing the amount 
of expenditure from the contingent fund of the House, he be 
required to state accurately and distinctly the quantity and cost 
ofall the stationery used by the House and the Clerk’s office se- 
parately. 

Mr. SUMMERS moved to amend the resolu- 
tion by strikisg out the following words: * And 
shall label, file away, and prescrve in bis office, the 
originals of such bilis and invoices, so that the 
same may be at all times readily referred to.” 

Mr. S. explained, as. his reason for proposing 
this amendment, that the bills were preserved on 
file at the Treasury Department. 

The question being taken, the amendment was 
agreed io. 

Mr. WINTHROP moved to amend the resolu- 
tion by inserting in the fourth line, after the word 
“office,” the words, 

“Giving preference in allfcasce to articles of American ma- 
nufacture.” 

Mr. W., said he hoped he should not give occa- 
sion to any protracted debate by moving this little 
amendment. He kad but few wores to say about 
it himself. Whatever differences of opinicn might 
exist as to the policy of protecting the fabrics of 
our own industry by a system of discriminating du- 
ties, he thought al} would agree in the propriety of 
patronizing those fabrics, wherever it could be done 
without detriment fo the public service. He could 
not help thinking that it must have touched the na- 
tional pride of others beside himself, to see foreign 


shaw, of Sheffield, to get knives good enough. for’ 
mending pens, paring apples, .or whittling sticks, 
whichever were the purpose for which they. were 
furnished. He thought we could «procure ‘steel 
pens, too, at home as good as Gillot’s-or Windle's. 
And he certainly hoped it would not: be found. ne- 
cessary to send again to Rhoades.and.Go..at Lon 
- dox to get a few sheets of paper and-morocco made 
yp into a portfolio. The paper which was. sup- 
Jplied us was already, he believed, of domestic 
č manufacture, and nobody complained of it. “And 
` he felt sure that all the other articles of stationery 
might be procured at home without any increase 
of expense or any diminution of intrinsic goodness, 
If there chanced to be a little less elegance of finish 
or delicacy of ornament about them, there would 
be the less temptation for an extravagant use of 
them. Apart from any considerations of this kind, 
Mr. W. said he thonght that the.purchase of. all 
this stationery at home would be no small. security 
against fraud. He had no design to impeach . the 


p integrity of any of the Clerks of this House,. pre- 


sent or past; he had full-confidence in. the, fidelity 
of the present incumbent of that office; but one of 
the objects of these resolutions was to cut. off op». 
portunities of abuse. Now, every one must. per- 
ceive that these opportunities would exist to a 
much greater extent if our stationery was pur- 
chased abroad. False invoices might be made out 
by a collusion between the Clerk and the foreign 
manufacturer, and commissions to almost any 
amount be pocketed by the Clerk, without the pos- 
sibility of detection. He hoped the amendment. 
would be adopted on this account, if on no cther. 

Mr. SUMMERS inquired whether the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts [Mr. Wintsror] intend. ' 
ed that the American article should be procured 
without regard to cost or quality ? ; 

Mr. WINTHROP replied that he should be wil- 
ling, for one, to have the amendment so construed 
asto make the order absolute upon the Clerk to 
buy American stationery exclasively. The domes« 
tic competition would be sufficient to prevent any 
difficulty from such a provision. But the phrases 
‘Con the best times he may find practicable,” in: the 
original resofution, and “giving preference,” in the 
amendment proposed, would undoubtedly leave the 
Clerk at liberty to buy a foreign article if any con- 
siderations of quality or cost rendered. it necessary 
to do so. He was not disposed, however, to en- 
courage the Clerk in this course by making the an- 
thority more explicit... He wished .to insert in the 
resolution an expression of decided preference for 
the home-made article and one which he hoped 
would not be disregarded upon any light induce- 
ment. 

Mr. M. A. COOPER moved to amend the © 
amendment bp adding taereto the foliewing words: 
i: “ Provided, That they be equally cheap and ofas good qua- 

ity. 

Aftcr a few brief remarks from Messrs, M. A. 
COOPER, MORGAN, W. W. IRWIN, and ME- 
RIWETHER— 

The previous question (originally moved by Mr. 
Irwin, but withdrawn by him, and renewed, on 
pledge, ty Mr. Meriweraer) was demanded. 

And there was a second. 

And the main question (being first on the 
amendment to the amendment) was ordered to be 
taken. 

Mr. D. H. LEWIS asked the yeas and nays on 
the amendment to the amendment; which were 
ordered, aud, being taken, were: yeas 98, noes 87. 

So the amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to, eee 
And the question then recurred and was taken 
on the amendment of Mr. Winrarop, and it was 
agreed to, 

And the resolution, as amended, was adopted, 

And the ninth resolution beirg under considera- 


tion. in the words following, to wit: 
Resolved, That the. Postmaster of the House be, ‘and he is 
hereby, authorized and required to deliver to cach member of 


the House the usual articles of stationery now furnished to the 
members, to an amouut not exceeding in value, at the cost price 
in the stationery-room, the sum of $25 for the long session, and 

220 for the short session of Qongress; that he keep a true and 
| accurate account of all stationery which he may so deliver to 


theseveral members of the House; and if, in any case, a mem 
ber shall. require and receive a. greater amount of stationery 
_ Auring either. session: than “is above ‘provided, the Postmaster 
shall, before the clase of such session, furnish: to the Sergeant- 
at-Arms an account of such excess beyond the amount respec- 
tively above snecified, who is hereby required:to deduct the 
amount of sach excess from the pay and. mileage of such mem- 
bers, an refund the same Into the Treasury. Provided, That 
this Inmitation is not intended to be made applicable to the use 
of envelope paper which may be required in the folding-room. 


: Mr: JOHN T. MASON moved to amend the 
resolution by striking out all after the word. “re- 
solved,” and inserting the following substitute: 


Phat the Postmaster of this House be required to keep a 
separate. and correct account of the stationery of every kind 
supplied to each member and officer of this House, and the 
value thereof; and that he be required also to report the amount 
of stationéry thus supplied at the end of each session of Con- 
gress to this House.” 


Mr. HOLMES moved to amend the amendment 
by: strikitig out all after the word “resolved,” and 
„inserting the following: ` 


<: &Phat no stationery be hereafter furnished tothe members at 
the public expense.” 


Mr. CUSHING indicated his preference for the 
proposition of the genileman from South Carolina 
{Mr. HoLmes] over the three others. The en- 
forcement ot any such resolution as that reported 
from the committee he regarded as an imputation 
bn the honor of the members of this House. 
Against that imputation he protested. He hoped 
the proposition of the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina would be adopted. That would be areal eco- 
nomy, and would put an end to all the abuses re- 
ferred to. 

Mr. HOPKINS did not concur in the opinion of 
the gentleman from Massachusetis [Mr. Cusnine] 
that the resolution was an imputation on the mem- 
bers of the House. He, Mr. H. put it to that gen- 
tleman to say whether there had not been a waste- 
ful use of the stationery of the House. If such 
was the fact—if there had been abuses—the ques- 
tión arose naluraliy, Who had perpetrated them? 
And this resolution did no more than prevent ihe 
recurrence of such abuses, without fixing an impu- 
tation on any member cf the House. It was 
known that at present an imputation did rest upon. 
every member; but the resolution, so far fram go- 
ing to fix that imputation upon the members, was 
calculated to remove it. 

Mr. H. thought, however, that the resolution of 
the commit.ee did injustice to the members, espe- 
cially tnose who bad very heavy correspondences, 
&e. for their constituents, and believed that the 
eyil would be efeciually remedied by adopting the 
substitute proposition of the gentleman from Ma- 
ryland, [Mir. Masow.] 

Mr, HOLMES was understood to characterize 
the resolution as one calenlated to put the stamp 
and seal of tae ELouse upon the impatations agains: 
the members, and to declare that Congress was cor- 
rupt; not all of them, but that there were in the 
body members so destitute of moral principle as to 
steal the paper and siationery whieh the people had 
provided for their use; or, in other words to be 
guilty of petty larceny. 

Mr. SUMMERS briefly vindicated the resolt- 
tion of the committee, denying that its adoption 
would impugn the honor of any member, and as- 
serting, on the comrary, that it furnished the most 
effeciual means of exoneraiing the House from 
such imputations. 

Mr. S, moved the previous question. 

And there was a second. 

Bul, the morning hour having expired, Mr. 
GIDDINGS calisd fer the private crders of the 
day. 

Mr. GAMBLE moved that the rules in relation 
to the order of business be suspended for the pur- 

pose of proseediug with the consideration of the re- 
solutious before the Flonse. 

After some conversation, the question was taken, 
and the rules (hy the requisite affirmative vote of 
two-thirds) were suspended. 

And the guestion recurring on the 
to the amendmeni-— 

Mr. HOLMES asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and, being taken, were as follows: 

YEAS—Mesers. Adams, Landa! W. Andrews, Atherton, 
Baker, Barnard, Beeson, Bidlack, Blair, Brewster, Brockway, 
Burke, Burnell, William ©. Butler. Green W. Caldwell, Pa- 
wick ©. Caldwell. Calhoun, Wiliam B. ,Canipbell, Ca- 
‘rathers, Casey, Childs, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, James Cooper, 
‘Cross, Cushing, G. Davis, R. D, Davis, Dawson, Dean, Debderry, 


amendment 


Doan, Eastman, Jobn C. Edwards, John G. Floyd, For- 
nance, A. Lawrence Foster, Getry; Gilmer, Goggin, Patrick 
G. Goode, Gordon, Granger, Green, Gustine, Gwin, Harris, 
Henry, Holmes, Hopkins, Hubard, Hunter, James Irvin, 
Wm. W. Irwin, Jack, Lane, Linn, Littlefield, Lowell, Mc- 
Kay, MeKeon, Mallory, Alfred Marshall, Thomas F. Marshall, 
Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Medill, Moore, Morgan, Plumer, 
Pope, Reding, Rhett, Ridgway, Roosevelt, Wm. Russell, 
Jas.. M. Russell, Shaw, Shepperd, Shields, Sinionton, William 
Smith, Snyder, Steenrod, Stokely, Jacob. Thompson, Toland, 
Trumbull, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, Watterson, Westbrook; 
Edward D. White, Thomas W. Williams, James W. Wil- 
lias, James W. Williams, Wise,and Augustus Young—98. 

NAYS—Messrs. Sherlock J. Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg, 
Babcock, Barton, Black, Boardman, Borden, Bowne, Boyd, 
Briggs, Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, 
William Butler, John Campell, Thomas J. Campbell, Chap- 
man, Chittenden, J.C. Clarke, Colquitt, Mark. A. Cooper, 
Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Doig, Joan Edwards, Egbert, 
Everett, Ferris, Fillmore, Charles A. Floyd, Gamble, Gates, 
Gentry, William “A. Goode, Habersham, Hall, Halsted, John 
Hastings, Hays, Houck, Houston, Hudson, Charles J. Inger- 
soll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, James, Cave Johnson, Lewis, Abra- 
ham McClellan, Robert McClellan, Samson Mason, John 
Thompson Mason, Maynard, Meriwether, Morris, Newhard, 
Oliver, Owsley, Parmenter, Partridge, Pearce, Pickens, Pow- 
ell, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, Alexander Randall, Randolph, 
Rayner, Rencher, Reynotds, Riggs, Rodney, Saltonstall, 
Stratton, Alexander H. H. Stuart, John T. Stuart, Summers, 
Sweney, ‘Taliaferro, John B. Thompson, Richard W, 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Tomlinson, Triplett, Turney, Wal- 
Jace, Warren, Washington, Christopher Ii, Williams, Joscph 
Williams, and, Winthrop—90. 


So the amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to. 

[Some desultory discussion here followed on a 
point of order, arising on a motion, indicated by 
Mr. Wiss, to reconsider the vote just taken; but it 
led to no action.] 

The question then recurring on the amendment 
of Mr. Jonn T. Mason, as amended by the amend- 
ment of Mr. Hormzs— 

Mr. MASON asked the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered, and being taken, were as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs, Adams, Allen, Landaff W. Andrews, Ath- 
erton, Baker, Barnard, Beeson, Blair, Brewster, Burke, Bur- 
nell, William O Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C. 
Caldwell. Calhoun, William B. Campbell, Caruthers, Casey, 
Childs, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, J. Cooper, Cross, Cushing, 
G. Davis, Richard D, Davis, Dawson, Deran, Deberry, Boan, 
Eastman, John G. Floyd, Fornance, A. L., Foster, Gerry, Gil- 
mer, Goggin, P, G. Goode, Gordon, Granger, Green, Gustine, 
Gwinn, John Hastings, Henry, Holmes, Hopkins, Hubard, 
Ilunter, James Irvin, W. W. Irwin, Andrew Kennedy, 
Lane, Linn, Littlefield, Lowell, McKay, McKeon, Mallory, 
Alfred Marshall, John Thomson Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, 
Maxwell, Medill,..Mdore, Morgan, Osborne, Pope, Reding, 
Rhett, Ridgway, Roosevelt, William Russell, Shaw, Shepperd, 
Shields, Simonton, Snyder, Steenrod, J. 'T. Stuart, Jacob 
Thompson, Toland, Trumbull, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, 
Westbrook, Thomas W, Williams, James W. Williams, 
Aveustus Voung— 9. : 

NAYS—Mesers. S.J Andrews, Arnold. Aycrigg, Babcock, 
Barton, Biack, Boardman, Borden, Bowne, Boyd, Briegs, Aaron 
V. Brown, Milton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Wiiliam Batler, 
John Campbell, Thomas J, Campbell, Chapman, Chittenden, 
John C. Clark, Colquitt, Mark A. Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, 
Cravens, Doig, John Edwards, Everett, Ferris, Fillmore, 
Thomas IF. Foster, Gamble, Gates, Gentry, Giddings, Wil- 
liam O. Goode, Habersham, Hall, Halsted, Hays, Houck, Hous- 
ton, Hudson, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, James, 
Wm. Cost Johnson, Cave Johnson, Lewis, Abraham McClel- 
lan, Robert McClellan, Samson Mason, Maynard, Meriwether, 
Morris, Newham, Oiiver, Owsley, Parmenter, Partridge, 
Pearce, Pickens, Powell, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, Alex- 
ander Randali, Rayner, Rencher, Reynolds, Riggs, Rodney, 
dames M. Russell, Saltonstall, Saunders, Truman Smith, 
William Smi k, Stokety, Stratton, A H. H. Sinart, Summers, 
Sweney, Taliaferro, John B. Thompson, Rirhard W. Themp- 
son, Tillinghast, Tomlinson, Triplett, Turney, Van Buren, 


Warten, Washington, Edward D. White, C, H. Williams, ` 


Joseph L. Williams, and Winthrop—95. 

So the amendment, as amended, was rejected. 

And the question recurring on the adoption of 
the resolution— 

Mr. SUMMERS asked the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered, and, being taken, were as follows : 


YE&AS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Landaf W. Andrews, S. J. 
Andrews, Arnold, Atherton, Babcock, Baker, Barton, Bidlack, 
Black, Blair, Boardman, Borden, Boyd, Briggs, Brockway, 
Aaron V. Brown, Milten Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Burke, 
Burnell, Wiliam Buter, William O. Butler, Green W. Cald- 
well, Patrick C. Caldwell, Calhoun, John Campbell, William 
B. Campbell, T. J. Campbell, Caruthers, Cary, Casey, Chap- 
man, Childs, Chittenden, John ©. Clark, Clifford, Coles, Col- 
quitt, James Cooper, Mark A. Cooper, Cranston, Cravens, 
Cross, Garrett Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Eastman, John Ed- 
wards, Egbert, Ferris, Fillmore, A. Lawrence Foster, Thomas 
P. Foster, Gamble, Gates, Gentry, Gerry, Giddings, Gilmer, 
Goggin, Patrick G. Goode, William O. Goode, Gordos, 
Granger, Green, Gwin, Habersham, Hall, John Hastings, 
Hays, Henry, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, Hudson, 
R. M. T. Hunter, Charles J. Ingersoll, James Irvin, James, Gaye 
Johnson, Lane, Lewis, Linn, Littlefield, Lowell, Abraham 
McClellan, Robert McClellan, McKay, McKeon, Alfred Mar- 
shali, Samson Mason, John Thompson Mason, Mathiot, Mat- 
tonks, Maxwell, Meriwether, Moore, Morgan, Morris, New- 
hard, Oliver, Osborne, Owsley, Parmenter, Partridge, Pearce, 
Pickens, Pope, Powell, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, Alexander 
Randall, Rayner, Reding, Rencher, Reynolds, Ridgway, 
Riggs, Kadney, Roosevelt, Wm. Russell, James M, Russeil, 
Saltonsiall, Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, Simonton, Truman 
Smith, William Smith, Snyder, Steenrod, Stokely, Stratton, 
Alexander H. H. Stuart, John F. Stuart, Summers, Sweney, 


Taliaferro, Jahn B. Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, Jacot. 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, Trum: 
pull, Turney, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, Warren, Wash- 
ington, Watterson, Westbraok, Edward D, White, Thomas 


| AW. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Winthrop, and Auz- 


` gustus Young—160. : a 
> NAYS—Messrs. Barnard, Beeson, Bowne, Brewster, Cht 
ton, Richard D. Davis, Dean, Doig, Everett, John G. Floyd, 
Fornance, Gustine, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Wm. W. Irwin, W. 
Cost Johnson, John P. Kennedy, Andrew Kennedy, Mallory, 

_ Profit, Rhett, Rogers, and Joseph L. Williams—22, 

So the resolution was adopted. i : 

Mr. UNDERWOOD rose and said, he had been 
informed that this resolution would considerably 
increase the expense; and for the purpose of ase 
certaining that fact, he would move a reconsidera- 
‘tion of the vote. 

The motion (not being pressed at this) was en- 
tered on the Journal. 

The tenth resolution reported by the Committee 
then coming up— : 

On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, the further corsi- 
sideration of the reported and resolutions was 
postponed, for the purpose of proceeding to the 
consideration of private business. . 

Mr. BARNARD asked leave to introduce a re- 
solution. 

_ Mr. GIDDINGS called for the orders of the 
day. 

Mr. BARNARD asked Icave to read the resolu- 
tion for information. ‘ 

Objection being made— 

"Mr. BARNARD moved to suspend the rule, 
with a view to have the resolution read, (claiming 
the right under that inotion.) 

And the resolution was then read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Clerk, under the direction of the Speaker, 
be required to cause a measurement to.be made of the floor of 
this Hall, and a calculation based thereon, with a view to show 
within what compass and circle, or space, in front of the 
Speaker’s chair, the members may be accommodated on conve- 
nient seats, in case the desks of members as now used should 
be dispensed with; and that he submitastatement and report to 
the House on the subject, witha proper diagram, at as early a 
day as the same may be prepared; and that the Clerk also 
cause an examination to be made, and state to the House whe. 
ther, in the case contemplated, sufficient and abundant space 
may not beihrown into a lobby beyond and around the new 
bar, including the lobby behind the Speaker’s chair, to accom- 
modate members with common tables tor writing, and also with 
a separate box or drawer for the use of each member. 

Objection being still made to the reception 
of the resolution, Mr. B. withdrew it for the pre- 
sent. í 

On motion of Mr. GIDDINGS, the House re- 
solved itself into a Committee of the Whole, [Mr. 
Casey of Hlinois, in the Chair,] for the purpose cf 
resuming the consideration of the private calen- 
dar—[under the rule of the House providing that 
on the first and fourth Friday of every month the 
calendar of private bilis shal! be called-over, and 
those to which no objection is made shall first be 
disposed of.] 

Mr. UNDERWOOD asked the tommittee to 
take up bills relating to the claims of two certain 
indigent ladses in this District. i 

But objection being made, the committee pro- 
ceeded in the regular order of the calendar. 

‘Xhe following bilis were then read by the Clerk, 
and, not being objected to, were laid aside to be re- 
ported to the House; 

A bill for the relief ofthe representatives of Wm. 
D, Cheever. 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Col. Wm. Piatt. 

A bill for the relief of Frederick Hopkins, 

A bill in favor of Elen Turney. 

A bill for the relief of Joab Hawkins. 

A bill for the relief of Wm. Harper. 

A bill for the relief of Wm. Fitzgerald. 

A bill for the relief of David Freelove. 

A bill granting a pension to Sarah Decker, wi- 
dow of Samuel Decker, deceased. 

A bill fer the relief of Mary Campbell, widow | 
of Jchn Campbell. 

A bill for the relief of Huldah Farlow. 

A bill for the relief of Esther Parrott, 

A bill for the relief of Maria Fowler. 

A bill for the relief of Clarrissa Turney, 

A bill for the relief cf Hlizabeth Gresham, wi» 
dow of George Gresham. i 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Joseph 
Plumb. 

A bill for the relief of Joel Tiffany. 

A bill fur the relief of Mary Francis. ` 


A bill-for the relief of Sarah Woodward. 
-A bill for the relief of Betsey Vreeland. 
A bill-granting a pension to Daniel Story. 
“A bill tor the relief of Jonathan Britton. 
A bill granting a pension to John Black, of the 
Siate of Georgia. 
‘A bill for the relief of James Phelps. 
A bill for the relief of Asahel Kingsley. 
“A bill for for the relief of Mary Ripley. 
A bill granting a pension to Esther Sawyer. 
A bill for the relief of Sarah Moore. 
A bill for the relief of Mary Summers. 
A bill for the relief of Grace Sears. 
A bill for the relief of Mary Johnson. 
A bill for the relief of Mary Wolfe, of Pennsyl- 
vania. 
A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Howe, of Avon, 
New York. 
A bill for the relief of Sarah Besley. 
A biil for the relief of Dorothy Bowman. 
A bill for the relief of Effe Van Ness. 
A bill for the relief of Amos Hunting. 
A bill for the relief of Anseim Bailey. i 
A bill granting a pension to Elizabeth Fitch, wi- 
dow of Dr. Wm. Fitch, deceased. f 
A bill for the relief of Mary Congleton, widow 
of Moses Congieton, deceased. , 
A bill for the relief of the heirs of Seth Chapin. 
A bill for the relief of Samuel Edgecomb. ! 
A bill for the relief of George Shefer. 
A bill for the relief of Randolph Carter, 
The following Senate bills, not being objected to, 
wer. also laid aside to be reported to the House: 
A bill granting a pension to Margaret Jamison. 
A bill for the relief of Margaret Barnes, widow 
of Hiijah Barnes. 
A bill granting a pension to David Waller. 
A bill for the relief of Joseph Bassett. 
A bill for the relief of Huldah Tucker. 
A bill granting a pension to William Rand, 
aad 
A bill for the relief of Samuel Crapin. 
The following bills were read by the Clerk, and 
being objected to, were passed over: 
_ An act to provide for the allowance of invalid 
pensions to certain Cherokee warriors, under the 
provisions of the 14th article of the treaty of 1835. 
A bill to amend the acts of July, 1836 and 1838, 
allowing pensions to certain widows. 
A bill for the relief of Sam. Patch. 
A bill for the relief of Thomas Collins. 
A bill for the relief of Jared Gossage. : 
A bill granting a pension to Benjamin Franklin. 
A bill granting a pension to Frederick Perrigo. 
A bill tor the relief of Jaccb Euler. 
A bill for the relief of George Newton. 
A bill for the relief of Benjamin Hunt. 
A bill for the relie? of James C. Hallock. 
Mr. ARNOLD moved that the committee now 
rise; Which motion was agreed to. 
The committee then rose, and the chairman 
reported its action on the above several bills to the 
House. 
Mr. FILLMORE asked leave to give notice that 
he would hereafter move to amend the rules of this 
House so as to authorize a less number than a 
majority of the whole number of members to con- 
stitute a quorum in Committee of the Whole 
EZouse and a Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union; and desired the notice to be entered 
on the journal. 
Mr. CLIFFORD objected. 
Several communications were received from the 
Executive Departments and appropriately referred; 
among which was 
A letter from the Secretary of War trans- 
miting, in accordance wiih a resolution of the 
House, copies of all instructions given to the su- 
perintendent of United States lead. mines in Iii- 
nois, Wisconsin, aud Iowa, since the 4th of March 
lást, touchirg the leasing of said mines, the collec- 
tion of rents therefrom, and the suits (if any) 
which have been commenced against smelters 


and miners; which, on motion of Mr. A. C.° 


DODGE, was laid upon the table and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Indiana asked leave to in- 
troduce a resolution relative to a private claim; but 
objection being made, it was nol received. 


On motion ot Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, 
- The House adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
P Saturpay, March 5, 1842, 

The journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

DAILY HOUR OF MEETING. K . 

Mr. TALIAFERRO. rose, and was understood to say, that it 
would be recollected that several days age 2 resolution had been 
adopted, fixing the daily hour of the meeting of the Tfouse, on 
and afier Monday next, at eteten o'clock until further notice; 
and thathe had given notice cf a motion to reconsider. 

It was always unpleasant to him to go counter. to the ex- 
pressed opinion of the House; but believing, as he did, that the 
same reason which induced the House to fix the daily hour at 
twelve o'clock in the commencement of the session still conti- 
nued, he feltbound to submit the matioh of which he had given 
notice. That reason, he helieved, was founded on this conside- 
ranon: the mornings in December were tco short to allow a 
sufficient period of time for the operations of the committees, 
His impression was thatthe same reason still existed; and the 
change (Mr. T. was understood to say) had never been made 
until at least some time after the spring equinox, 

Mr. T. remarking that gentleman had had abundant time to 
make up their minds since the adoption of the resolution as to 
the propriety of reconsideratien, said he would, to avoid the 
chance of a debate, move the previous question. 

Mr. FILLMORE (not having been able to hear Mr. TALIA- 
FERRO distinctly) inquired of the Speaker what the motion 
was. 


The SPEAKER having explained— 

Mr. TALIAFERRO, at the request of Mr. 
on his pledge to renew it, 
question. 

. Mr. FILLMORE then said that he desired to call the atten- 
tion of the ouse to the situation of the public business before 
the vote to reconsider was taken, i 

He had communications from the War Department, stating 
that the fund of the Quartermaster’s Department was exhaust- 
ed, and that an appropriation was immediately wanted to 
carry on the war in Fiorida. He had also communications 
from the Navy Department, stating that the appropriations of 
that Department were a’so exhausted. And he believed it had 
been stated a few days since, that one of our vessels now in 
commission, and almost ready to sail, was delayed for want of 
the necessary appropriations. 

In addition to this, it was to be borne in mind that more than 
three months of the session had now elapsed, and yet only one 
general bilt had been passed. Jt was also to be borne in 
mind that there was already an amount of business upon 
the table which hañ been prepared by the committee, more than 
could ba dispose? of (even if this House now commenced meet. 
ing at eleven o’clock) between this time and the first of August 
next. 

He knew that the objection to meeting ateleven o'clock was, 
that the committee had not time to discharge their duties, and 
that was the only objection thatcould be urged. 

But he would ask the attention of the House to the ‘att that 
the Committee of Ways and Means was charged with as much 
and as laborious business as any committee of the House; and 
he wonld now state that it was by the pnanimonse request of 
that committee, and in view of the importance of disposing of 
all this business, that he had offered the résolution he did. Not 
One-tweatieth, scarce one fiftieth part of the general appropria- 
tion bill, that the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union was now engaged in, had been passed upon. and the 
committee was engaged in discussions on that dill of fragmenta 
of retrenchment and reform which would, from present 
aphoarances, defor final action $n that bill ull the month of 

une. 

The House had not yet passed on the Joan bili. They had 
not yet acteden the appropriation bills. No revenue bill had 
yet passed; yet all these things, besides an immense amount of 
private bills, were to b acted on, or Congress must adjourn 
Without deing the business of the country. ifthe committees 
were to meet at nine or half past nine o'clock, they could dis- 
charge all the duties imposed upon them, and give one hour 
more to the business of the House, 

At the extra session they met here almost from the com- 
mencement at ten o’clock. Yet the commiitee of Ways and 
Means had an amount of business to transact more than was or- 
dinarily performed at a long session, yet they disposed of the 
whole of it. It was true this committec remonstrated against 
so early an hour of meeting as ten. 
was in vain: they were forced to labor early and late to prepare 
the business for the House; and in the present state of the count 
try, and under the existing exigencies of the business of the coun- 
try, other committees, he supposed, would be willing to do the 
same thing, and to give one hour more tothe business of the 
House, 

This, however, was a question for the House and the cann- 
try. He had nothing further tosay; and even this much hehad 
said simply in explanation of his motives for offering the reso- 
lution. He was willing that the House should dizpose of it in 
any way it might think proper. 

in accordance with his pledge, Mr. F. renewed the demand 
for the previons question. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved that the motion to recon- 
sider be Jaid on the iable, andasked the yeas and nays cn that 
motion, which were refused. 

And the question being taken, the louse, without a division, 
determined that the motion to reconsider should not be laid on 
the table. 

And the question recurring on the demand for the previous 
question— 2 

Mr, FILMORE, at the request of Mr. BARNARD, and by 
consent of Mr. TALIAFSRRO, withdrew the demand for the pre- 
vious question. y A s 

And the question recurring on the motion to reconsider— 

Mr, BARNARD said that he rose te protest egainst the 
change in the hour of the meeting of the House. He protested 
against it as unreasonable, as having, int! judgment, no 
foundation whatever in reason or in fact; as a proposition 
which, if carried out in the form in which it was now 
Presented, imposed great and onerous burdens upon those 
who were obliged to do the business of this House out of the 

ouse, 
sree asked that this House should meet one hour earlier; 
and for what purpose? Did his colleague (Mr. Firiarore}sup- 
pose that, from meeting one hour earlier, it was to follow asa 


à fe. FILLMORE, and 
withdrew the motion for the previous 


But their remonstrance - 


! he would say now, to the House andto the 


f! 


House, to the public business of the nation. He had not even read 
a book, scarcely even a line, for his own improvement or itstrute 
tion, except what was connected with the public. bdsinesa. in 
hand at this session. And yet he had no doubt the couhiry 
would suppose (and there Would ba more reason for the suppo- 
sitian from the remarks of colleague, and from thie fact of a 
proposition having been submited to meet. at. an earlier hour) 
that really the members of the House had notbing. to do except 
what they did here when they met in session, and in Presence 
of the nation for the transaction of the public business. > ©." 

Who was. there here that did nut know that all the impot- 
tant business of legislation was done out of tie Housed Wher; 
by and by, in consequence of the lengthening of the mornings, 
from the carlisy rising of the sun, it should become more ‘Cohn 
veniont for the House to meet at eleven o'clock rather than 
twelve, he should be willing to agree to that urrangement, But 
0 nation, that nothing 
was gained, in point of time, by mecting one hour earlier. It 
was an entire fallacy t0 suppose sc, 

How long did the sivings of the House ordinarily continue? 
Never, except upon very extraordinary occasions, more than 
four hours, Three hours faithfully devoted to the publie 
business of the House initis sittings, day by daa, was enough. 
Nay, he would go further, and say that three hours devoted, ik 
actual session, te the public business for five days ina Week, 
was as much as could be proritably devoted in ‘this way. Tf in 
order, he would desire to offer an amendment to the resolution, 

The SPEAKER reminded Mr. Baznarp that tho pending 
question was on the motion to reconsider, 

Mr. BARNARD continued. If the House would agree to re: 
consider, he would then make a proposition similar to that 
which he had submitted last evening, If the Mouse cesired to 
economize time, when in session, it might do so most effet- 
tuallyby adopting some such proposition as was contemplated in 
the resolution he had then proposed, They could never get on 
with the public business of the House unless they re arranged 
this body with @ view to its transaction, They musi bring the 
members neuter together. Here was a hal! in which one thou. 
sand mea might sit with ease and convenience. : 

The SPEAKER said ihese remarks were not precisely rele- 
vant to the question before the House. . . 

Mr. BARNARD did not intend, he said, to go into the argu- 
ment now; but ke meant to say (and in that point of view he fe: 
garded the argument as legitimare) that, hy attempling tò 
lengthen the period of thedaily sittings of the Yioibs, nothing it 
fact was gained. 1f they wanted to economize the time of the 
Tlouse, he repeated, they must rearrange the House with ree 
ference to business. They must bring members nearer toge» 
ther—face to face—side by side—where they could both see and 
hear cach other. There wag, in his opinion, no’ economy what 
ever in point of time, but there was oppression to those ‘who 
were obliged to labor out of the House, ia this proposed change 
of the hour of meeting. He threw out the suggestion that if 
the Mouse would now agree to recousider the vote on tbe reso- 
lution, and admit the pr a submitted by him last evens 
ing—which was simply a pro mto gain information—he 
thought there would be a gre ig of time. Atah events, 
he protested for the p e mornings became consi- 
Gerabiy lengthened, ag J 

Lhe business of the comm 
Judiciary) was more impo tand or 
period d the session. lt was imys 
tee, scatteredas is members were at a ¢ 
mile.and a half over the city 
o'clock, and what time dthey have 
tween the hour of tenand eleven? W. 
ventently meet at nine, and thenif it suited the cenvenience of 
the hiouse to change the hour of its mect let it be done. 

Mr. LINN renewed the demand for the previous question, 

And there was a second. 

And the main question was 

And the main ques: 
then tak 


chhe belonged (i.e. the 
us now that at any 
e for that commit. 
ince ofa mile toa 
earlier hour than 10 
o transact business be- 
it until they could con- 


red to be taken. 

e vole be reconsidered?” was 
i s follows: 

riock J. Andrews, 
, Bowne, Brewster, 
Bian O. Butler, 
Jobn C. Clark, 
s, Cushing. Gar- 


irma 
. Landaf W. Andrew: 
: Baron, Boordr 
ce. Burnell, Wiliam Buter, 
1, Uaidwell, Jok mivell, Chi 
ir Coles, C 
iD. Da f John G. Moya, 
, Fornance, Thomas F. er, Gerry, Gil- 
Goode. Gustine, Habersham, Hail, 
Ho n, Howard, Hebard, 

A iam W. Jrwin Jack, Linn, 
Mallory, Alfred Marshall, Thomas 
athews, Meriwether, Miller, Moore, Morgan, 
orne, Partridge, Pearce, Plomer. Pape, Alexane 
i, Randolph, Reynolds, Rhett, Ridgway, Riggs, 
aw, Willlam ith, Sr » Stokely, 
John T. Siuart, Sweney, Taliaferro, Tomlinson, 
‘Triplett, Turney, Underwood, Van Re » Washington, 
Edward D. White, Winthrop, and OC 
NaAYS—Mesers. Adams, Arvid, Arberton, Babcock, Baker, 
Beeson, Black, Borden, Aaron V. Brown, Green W. Caldwell, 
Caiboun, Wiliam B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Cary, 
Casey, Chittenden, Colquit, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Dean, 


ter, Charles 
zel, ù 
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Deberry, 
Fillmote, Gamble, Gates. Gentry, Giddings, Goggin; Patrick 
G, “Goode, Gordon, Green, Gwin, William S. Hastings, Henry, 
Hopkins, Houck, Hudson, Joseph R. logersoll, Jamies Irvin, 
James, Cave Johnson, Andrew Kennedy, Lane, Lewis, Little: 
field, Abraham McClellan, McKay, McKeon, Samson Mason, 
Mathiot, Mattocks, Maynard. Medill, Néwhard, Oliver; Ows- 
ley, Parmenter; Pendleton, Powell, Ramssy, Raynor, Reding, 
Rencher, Rodney, Roosevelt, William Russell; James M. 
Russell, Shepperd, Simonton, Truman Smith, Steenrod, Strat- 
ton, Summers, John B. Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, 
Jacob. Thompson, Toland, Ward, Warrei, Westbrook, James 
W, Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Joseph L, Williams, 
and Augustus Young—89. 

So the vote by which- the resolution changing. the daily 
pe is meeting to-elev en o’clock had been adopted, was recon- 
sidered. $ f 
i and the question recarring on’ the adoption of the said reso" 

ution—. = - 

\ Mr: BARNARD proposed to offer, as an amendment, a 
proposition, (the sams, in effect, as that offered by him last 
evening, but not reéeived,) and which is in the following 
words: ` 

Resolved, That the Clerk, under the direction of the Speaker, 
be required to cause a measurement to be made of the floor .of 
this Hall, and a'calculation based thereon, with a view to show 
within what compass and circle, or space, in front of the 
Speakers chair, ihe members may be accommodated en con- 
vement seats, in casc the desks of members as now used should 
be dispensed with; and that he submit a statement and report to 
the House on the subject, with a proper diagram, atas early a 
day as the same may be prepared; and that the Clerk also 
cause an examination. to be made, and state to the House whe- 
ther, in the case contemplated, sufficient and abundant space 
may not be thrown into. a lobby beyond and around the new 
bar, including the lohby behind the Speaker’s chair, to accom- 
modate members with common tables for writing, and also with 
a separate box or drawer for the use ofeach member. 

The SPEAKER having expressed the opinion that the amend- 
ment, being on a subject different from the original resolution, 
was not in order— : 

Mr. BARNARD withdrew it. 

And the question again recurring on the adoption of the reso: 


ution : 

Mr. TALIAFERRO (expressing himself willing to vote 
for it in a fornight hence) moved to lay the resolution on the 
table, i M 

{Cries of “No, no--the Ist of April, that is time enough.”] 

Mr.” WINTHROP presented a proposition or amendment, 
(which was. read for information, ) providing that no motion for 
adjournment shoul! be in. order until four o’clock p. m. and 
that when a motion to adjourn had been negatived, another mo- 
tion to the same effect should not be in order until one hour af: 
terwards. 

The SPSAKER ruled the proposition out of order. 

Mr. TALIAPERRO withdrew the motion to lay the resolu- 
tion on ihe table, and moved to amend it by striking out the 
words “from and after Monday next,” and inserting the words 
“from and ater the first Monday in April next.” 

And Mr. T. moved the previous question, 

And there way a second. 

And the main question was ordered. 

Mr, J. G. FLOYD moved to lay the resolution and amend- 
ment onthe table. 

Which motion was rejected. ; 

And the question recurring on the main question, (being first 
on the ameudment)— 

i Mr S. Mas ON asked the yeas and nays, which were re- 
used. 

And the question was then taken, and decided in the negative 
without a division. 

So the amendment! was agreed to. 

And then the resolution, asamended, was adopted, 

(So the House determined that, on and after the first Monday, 
of. Aprilmext, the daily hour of the meeting of the House should 
be eleven o’clock, until otherwise ordered } 

Mr. BARNARD then asked leave to introduce the resolution 
above refered to, 

a es MORGAN objected, (this being, he said, private bill 
ay. : 

Mr, BARNARD moved a suspension of the rules. 

The SPEAKER said the motion was not in order, as the 
House had yesierday ordeved a suspension of the rules for the 
purpose of disposing of the ga 

REPORT ON RETRENCHMENT. 

The House resumed the consideration of the report 
select cummittee (or which Mr. Summers is chairman) on re- 
trenchment in the contingent expenses of the House. 

And the tenth resolution coming.up, in the. words foll 
to wil: k 

Resolved, That the Postmaster be further authorized to 
ver, for the use of the several committees of the House, såe 
stationery as may bherequired for that purpose, by the respa 

tive chairmen ofsuch comm ttees, keeping a true and accuraf 
account of the quantity and cost of all so delivered. The Post- 
master shall not be at liberty to furnish stationery for the use 
of any committee, except to Loe acting chairman thereof, or to 
his order. nor to any one except to the members of the House 
and its officers. 

Mr. SUMMERS moved to amend the reso'ution, by adding 
after the word “Resolved,” the following words: 

“That diring the remainder of the present session esch mem- 
ber should be entitled to receive, under the preceding resolu- 
tion, stationery, not exceeling in value, as before provided, $15, 
in the manner therein preseribed. And,” &. 

Mr.S ers’s amendment having been ofered— 

Mr. UNDERWOOD roa, and called for the consideration 
of the motion submitted by hin yesterday, to reconsider the 
vote adopting the ninth resolution, which isim the following 
words: 

Resolved, That the Postinaster of the Teuse be, and he is 
hereby, authorized and required to deliver to each member of 
the House the usual arcicles of stationery now furnished to the 
members, toan amount not exceeding in value. at the cost price 
in the stationery room, the sum of $25 for the long sessicn, and 
#20 for the short session of Congress: that he keep a true and 
accurate account ofall stationery which he may so deliver to 
the several members of the House; and if, in any case, a mem- 
ber shall require and receive a greater amount of stationery, 
daring either session, than is above provided, the Postmaster 
shall before the close of such session, furnish to the Sergeant- 


h 


Doan, Eastman, John C. Edwards, Egbert, Everett), 


elie 


at-afmsan account of such execss beyond the amounts re- 
spectively above specified, who is hereby required to deduct the 
amount of such excess from the pay and mileage of such mem- 
‘bers, and refund the same inte the Treasury: Provided, That 
this limitation is not intended to be made applicable to the 
use of envelope paper which may be required in the folding 
TOOM. - ` ? ‘a 

Mr. MOORE said that-he had examined the report, and 
made somé calculations, which produced some curious results. 
And, asthe subject was again -brought before the House, he 
would make the statement, which would show conclusively, as 
he thought, that the resolution of the committee should be 
adopted as a wise and salutary measure, and calculated to 
reduce the contingent expenses, and prevent waste and extrava- 

ance. $ S 
S According to the report, the stationery for the 23d Congress 
was— pea 
For the House and members = : - $40,850 00 
Clerk’s office - ` - - - - 2 592 00 


$41,442 00 

Since then no separate account has been kept. 

It will be perceived that stationery for.the Clerk’s office is 
about one-seventieth cf the whole expenditure. The stationery 
for the committee rooms would probably increase the amount 
to about one-twentieth. Then it would stand thus: 

Stationery for the 25th Congress - - - $73,456 60 
Do 26th Congress - - - 53,503 00 
- According to the report if will be thus, (on the 
basis of the 26th Congress: 


Clerk’s office, one-twentieth - - > $2,925 
2,564 reams envelope paper - < + 12,489 
245 members at $45 each - - - 11,025 
oe 26,433 
Saving - $32,065 00 


Allowing the same sum for Clerk’s office and com- 
mittees, the saving of the 26th Congress would 
havebeen -~ et : - + $46,963 00 

informed that $2.000 for the Clerk’s 


But I am otfice, where 
there is no waste, and committee rooms would be amply suf- 
ficient, say - - . : - < + $2.000 00 
Envelope paper - z - - - 12,488 00 
245 members at $45 each . - * - 11,025 00 

$25.513 00 
Saving 26th Congress $32,990 00 
858,503 00 
Saving 25th Congress 47,973 00 


Not such a trifling object. I should think, to be saved. 
The account for the 25th Congress exhibits: 


3.079 reams envelope paper - - ` + $12,603 25 
8.610 do quarto postdo - - $ - - 21,059 26 © 
2318 do foolscap do - - : - 9,951 25 
172 do note do -~ - - - 1,559 50 
Six thousand one hundred reams, exclusive of envelope 
aper. 
P 483 gross steel pens - . . - $4,359 39 
83,700 quills - 7 : - 3953 13 
106 doz. penknives - - - - 2,602 0U 
Making pens 7 - 448 00 


Then, without taking into the calculation the envelope paper, 
which is necessary and proper to diffuse knowledge among the 
people, by dividing these articles among the 245 raemhers, it 
will stand thus to each member’s average: 

24 reams of paper, leaving a surplus of 220 reams for the 

Clerk’a room and committee rooms, 

24. dozen (nearly) steel pens 
28 do quills 

5 doz. penknives, 

Now, sir, I challenge any member of that Congress to say 
that he received or used that number of these articles, or car: 
riedihem away. Nor I do not believe that any member used 
more than five reams of paper, exclusive of the envelope paper 
and paper used in the folding-room. Then, sir, there must 
have been waste and extravagance or immoral practices. Jn 
either case, it is our duty te puta stop to it. Imputations have 
heen made abroad, and even in this House, of improper prac- 
tices by members in relation to this extravagant expenditure, 
and abroad itattachesto ail the members of Congress. And T 
for one, sir, do nat choose to lay uoder such imputations, and 
therefore voteto correct the abuse. I believe that the commit. 
tea: have made a fair examination, and report a reasonable 
remedy without renning inte ultraism. 
¢ Mr. WARD of New York rose, he said, not witha view fo 

Anterpose any objection tothe adoption of the retrenchment reso- 
|? Intions now under consideration If it should he the wish of 
the party now in power, that the resolutions reported by the 
honorabie gentleman from Virginia [ Mr. Summgrs]shou'd pass 
the House. he should offer no opposition tothem. But he much 
apprehende! that, however well intended, they would fall far 
short of their mark. Small as was the object in view in com- 
parison with such measures as the timesdemanded, as the peo. 
ple expected, andthe party in power promised. stih, it did not 
anpearto himeven this object would be effected by the resolu- 
tions proposed. 

The resolution limitingthe quantity of a portion of the sta- 
tionery for the use of the members, though presented as a 
measure of retrenchment, would, as it appeared to him, increase 
the expenses of the House 
years, given his attention to the subject of stationery, as a 
branch of the contingent expensesof this House, and he was 
persuaded that the resolution before us wouldsecure no saying 
tothe House. He entertained a high opinion of the hororable 
member from Louisiana’ [Mr. Moorz] who had given the 
House a statementon this subject, but cauld not concur with 
him in his inferences,and he thoughta fuller examination of 
the matter would convi that gentleman that no saving would 
be eff-cted by the’propositian. How wers the facts? Each mem- 
her was ta be supplied with $25 warth of stationery during the 
long sessions, and $20 worth during the short sessions, This 
amount of paper they are to be considered as entitled to, whe- 
ther they require it for use m the discharge of their duties or 
not. Each member isto draw his quota of stationery asa sort 
of perquisite. Thepaper forthe clerk’s office, for the com- 
mittee rooms, and for the use of the folding reom, including all 
the envelone paper, is tobe supplied as heretofore. 


abuses in the flolding room:abuses that ought to be corrected. 
It was also proper to remark, that many of the members, pare 


Mr. W. had, he said, for several: 


Æ Now, Mr. W. was free to admit that there had been great” 


ticularly from the Western portion of the country, where there 
were but few newspapers, brought with them the full let of the © 
electors in their respective districts, and sent through thè pest 
office, every public document, also speeches, &c; to each ot 
these electors. The paper in which these documents, speeches, 
newspapers, &c. were folded, was furnished by the Govern: 
ment, but the newspapers and speeches were purchased by the 
members themselves. Many members, as Mr. W. had under. 
stood, expended. several hundred dol‘ars every session in pur- 
chasing these documents, &c, for the information of their con- 
stituents, The additional expense of envelope paper, folding, 
&c. was now provided forfout ofthe contingent fund. Whether 
it was expedient to deprive thembere of this facility, and there. 
by prevent them from affording light on public questions to 
thelr constituents, must be left to the decision of the party now 
in power. But, said Mr. W.-I do not hesitate to say that, if you 
ish. to make any saving in the way ot stationery, you must 
commence with the envelope paper; for, if this resource is left 
apen. then, J repeat, the contingent expenses of the House will 
be increased, rather than diminished, by the adoption of this. 
revolution. ; S 

The greatest amount of money ever expended, in any one 
year, for stationery forthe use of this House, was thirty-five 
thousand dollars; but it wes due to the Clerk who made the 
purchases, to state that, at the close of the Congress for whick 
it was bought, there was a large portion of itieft on hand, Jt 
was now his purpose to show that there would be no saving to 
the Government, in ‘case this resolution should pass. The 
amount ofletter paper furnishe ito the House in any one year, 
never exceeded $5.000, the whole of which sum, divided among 
the members, would give but about twenty dollars to eaeh 
instead of the sum of twenty: five, now proposed. 

But, it must be remarked that such an amount of letter pa- 
per was never used by the members alone. From the amount 
must be deducted the letter paper used by the clerks and officers 
of the House, in the commiltee-rooms, and by the Reporters; so 
the amount used by each member never rose so high as fifteen: 
dollars for any one session. Now he was willing to go further 
than the committee, and vote t limit the supply to that sum; 
or, if the majority of this House, being of the party now in 
power, thought proper to deprivethe members altogether of 
stationery of any kind, he would not undertake io oppose it, 
Still he would beg leave to say that there was not a legislativa 
body in this Union that did not supply its members with sta- 
tionery, and that, too, without any complaint on the part of the 
public; and it seemed to him (Mr. Warp) that it was just that 
stationery should also be supplied forthe use of membeis of 
this body. a ‘ 

The resolution, in its present shape, was unjust and unequal 
in regard to its application to members of the House, There 
were a number of individual members on this floor whose cor- 
respondence necessarily exceedet. in amount that ofany ten 
members who were differently situated. This was the case 
with members representing the large comercial cities, where 
were placed aur custom-houses, mints, principal post offices, 
depositories ofthe public moneys, navy yards, &c. whose cor 
respondence, of course, greatly exceeded his own, or that of 
members residing in the interior; but yet provision was made 
by the resolution, to give him and every member similarly si- 
tuated the same amount of paper that was ailowed to the mem- 
bers referred to, The resolution was unjust, also, in regard to: 
the Delegates from Territories. Their correspondence was ne- 
cessarily very extensive, and yet no provision was made to 
allow them any greater amount of stationery than there waa 
atlawed to members whose correspondence was very limited; 
ail were to fare alike, whether they required more or less of 
paper. Still, (said Mr. W.) I do not complain of the propost- 
tion: and if this is the promised and boasted reform, I will go 
for it, in order that our political adversaries shall not have it te 
say that we have off red any captious opposition to their ef 
forts in behalf of retrenchment and reform. 

The number of franked documents sent away from this city 
during the late Presidential canvass, bas been admitted to be 
four millions or more. The envelope paper for these docu- 
nents cost the Government more than twenty thousand dollars, 
If this was an abuse, it was not proposed to be corrected.. The 
same facilities for the unlimited employment of envelope pa- 
per, at the public expense, were to be permitted by the re- 
trenchment resolutions before us, : 
sted here was, to take 
away the desks, and place the members on benches, all in a row, 
andal] fronting the Speaker’s chair., So far from objecting to 
tbis, he was (thanks to the friends of the present Administra- 
tion) for it. A 

Gentlemen complain that members cannot be heard distinctly 
when they speak. But Mr. W. said he had never had any dif- 
ficulty ın hearing; and, when members were disposed to ob. 
serve silence and give their attention, from other employments, 
to the member speaking, this was the very best hail, of its size, 
in this or any other country, for the purpose of speaking or 
hearing. i ` é 

Congress had, it was true, been now a long time in session, 
and the people, very generally, throughout the country, wee 
complaining of it. Asthe committees had been very active, 
and had brought their business to maturity; and as every thing 
was now realy for the action of the House, Mr. W. hoped that 
we should now be permitted to fix an early day for the adjourn- 
ment of Congress. Ali that we were called upos to do, at this 
session, was to pass the appropriation bills, the apportionment 
pill, and the bills for the relief of those private claimants who 
for years have been asking justice at our hands, bus who could 
never succeed, in conseque ce ofthe fact that the attention of 
Congress has heen absorbed in politics. Too much legislation 
was a creater evil than too little. His experience here had 
taught bim that we could do but little in the despateh of busi: 
ness until the day of adjournment was fixed. If then, gentle- 
men were in earnest in ther effort to save the public money, let 
them row fix upon an early day of adjournment. Then ail 
will go to work, and despaich the nec ry business; but, if 
here, at great publie 
hout any corresponding§ advantage, Mr. 


x and he had ne 
on to throw any hlame on any one on that account; ne- 
less, be must say that, if the amount cf public money 
expended in the discussion had been otherwise used or invested, 
the legal interest on the sum wonld be more than sufficient to 
pay all the expenses that the resolutioris propose to save. 


Mr. BOARDMAN furnished the following statistics: I desire 
to call the.attention of my: friend from New York {Mr. Warp] 
to certain facts appearing upon this- record. which will per- 
haps reconcile him to the course pursued by the House in this 
matter, It appears here, sir, that the contingent expenses of 
the House ot Representatives for the year. 1823 amounted to 
$37,818;-that they continued to increase until in the year 1838 
they amounted to the enormous sum of $343,261, and in the 
year 1840, the last year for which we have complete returus, 
they amounted to $199,219, Estimating the number of mem- 
bers at 242, these sums give an average as follows: 

For 1823, $156 for each member. 

For 1838, 1438 do. 

. For 1840, 823 do. x 

I now appeal tothe gentleman from New York, whether 
these facts do not call upon this House to investigate this enor- 
mous extravagance? Is there not enough in these facts alone 
to justify the course pursued by the Committee of Retrench. 
ment and by this House? Is it not their bounden duty? Ido 
uot say that the members of this House have, for their own be- 
nefit plundered the public treasure; but I do say that. these ex- 
penditures are extravagant and enormous—immensely beyond 
the necessities of this House, 

Look, again, atthe item of penknives. The report shows 
that the contingent expenses of the 26th Congress includes a 
charge for ninety-four dozen penknives, amounting to $2,264; 
and for the 25th Congress one hundred and six dozen penknives 
amounting to $2,602—an amount greatly beyond the necessities 
of the House, or any reasonable application fof its contingent 
fund. The House is much indebted tothe committee for these 
disclosures, and I have voted for their resolutions thus far, and 
intend to vote for the rest. - I cannot believe that any member 
of this House, in view of the facts disclozed, will say that these 
matters are beneath the notice of the House. We are pledged 
to reform abuses: it is our duty to do so. Let us make the ex- 
periment; Jet us begin, and stopping this leak. will disclose the 
others. 

Mr. CLIFFORD asked ifthe New Jersey members were not 
paid out of the contingeut fund for 1840. 

Mr. BOARDMAN replied that he believed Mr. INGERSOLL 
was paid out of that fund, but that the New Jersey members 
Were not. 

Mr. BRIGGS defended the report of the committee, and dee 
nied that any regulation of the mode of supplying the stationery 
was an imputation on the House or its members. 

Mr. McK AY said if any one would read the statements of the 
committee, he would be satisfied that there had been a great 
waste in the article of stationery, but he did not deem it an im- 
putation on the members to regulate the mode of furnishing their 
Stationery. They havea law on the statute-book which prohi- 
bits members of Congress from taking contracts from the Go- 
vernment, and that was no more animputation oa the members 
of the House, than the proposition now made. In his opinion, 
they had been allowed too much stationery—much more than 
was furnished to the officer of the highest grade in the army 
and his staff, who had more correspondence to carry on than 
many members on that floor. 


Mr. BOWNE said he was quite indifferent as to the disposi- 
tion of this resolution and its amendment, but he did not feel so 
indifferent to questions affecting the reputation of members of 
the House. Statements had been made here which, unex- 
pleine wond havea tendency unfavorable to the honor of mem- 

ers respecting the article of stationery. Now, the public should 
know the members weré not responsible for the great cousum p- 
tion of stationery which had been shown to have taken place; 
the reporters and the letter-writers, and every individual who 
thought proper to come there, took whatstationery they thought 
proper, and the extravagance occuraed in this way: he ventured 
the assertion that more stationery was used in this way than hy 
the members. There were some other facts which had been 
stated, which were equally worthy of notice. It had been said 
that the twenty-fifth and twenty-sixth Congresses had 
been more extravagant in the article of stationery than any 
other; but did not members know how this had occurred. Wad 
they not been told how many thousands on thousands of docu 
ments had been sent all over the country at the public 
expense; and not only during the session, but mem- 
bers had been retained here during the recess for that 
purpose, and stationery had been used by cart loads in sending 
political missiles over. the Union. The gentleman from Con- 
necticut (Mr. Boarpman) had charged that the contingent fund 
of a recent session averaged $1,400 for each member, and for 
another session $800; and this statement was made in such a 
way as would lead the people to conclude thatit was expended 
in stationecy. It was not so said, but such would be the effect 
ofthe statement Now the report showed what the contingent 
fund was spent for: it was made up of a great many items, in- 
cluding engraving and coloring of maps, public printing, and 
wagons and horses; and nearly $10,009 was spent in the pay- 
ment of the New Jersey members, and there was another item 
ofnearly the same amount: Now without some such expla- 
nation as this, the statements of gentlemen made on this floor 
would produce an erroneous impression on the minds of the 
people. fle wasof opinion that some great reforms had been 
entirely left out of consideration; he thought there should be 
some regulation of the frankiog privilege; he found the enve- 
lope paper had cost more than even the letter paper; but cur- 
tail the franking privilege, and they would cut off one great 
source of evil. If the members wished to send documents 
home to their constituents, let them purchase the paper in 
which they sent them. If they effected these reforms, the 
Post Office Department would not be calling upon them for so 
much to carry on that department. 

{it is due to the Reporters for the Globe to say that the ho- 
norable gentleman’s observations on the subject of stationery 
do notapply to them, as they make provision for themselves, 
and have not been indebted to the public purse except in a very 
few instances, when their stationery has unexpectedly been in- 
sufficient for the day’s proccedings. } 

Mr. MORGAN replied. He said it was true the Whigs had 
sent through the country a great many copies of the “Life of 
Harrison,” but the other pariy had a'so sent ‘“uncan’s 
Speeches” and “Extra Globes,” which had all been circulated 
under the franks of members of Congress. _ 

Mr. J. ©. CLARK made a few observations on the same 
subject. 

Mr. BOWNE said three millions of documents had been sent 
from the folding room during one vacation, of which two and a 
half millions had been sent by the Whigs. : 

Mr. MORGAN continued hisjobservations. i 

Mr, UNDERWOOD withdrew his motion to reconsider, 


-ihe head of the fountain.” 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


The question recurred on the amendmeii of Mr. SUMMERS 
to the L0th resolution. ~ ` 

Mr.. SNYDER observed that he rose with the motto of the 
honorable chairman of the committee on his lips: “Begin at 
Reform in practice, said Mr. S. 
ought to be the object of us all, as we are denominated the Re- 
form Congress; and it appeared to him that reform had not 
commenced at the right point. We have, said he, commenced 
by reducing the number and pay of the pages and clerks—a 
thing the people did net request us to do. Sir, said be, they pe- 
titioned this House and instructed us to “begin at the fountain 
head,” and reduce the pay and mileage of members of Con. 
gress; and, my word for it, untess we do so, they will award 
no credit for what we have done. We are, said he, 
entitled to none. The mode pursued in. their late at- 
tempts at reform, reminded him’ ofthe anecdote of the 
schoolboy and his master: The boy was $00 late in coming to 
school, and, on the master’s inquiring the cause, the boy in re- 
ply said, “It was-so slippery, that when he took one step for- 
ward, he slipped twoback.”” The master cracked him with his 
whip, and exciaimed, “You rascal, why did you not turn round 
and go the other way?” This, observed Mr. S. is the kind of 
reform we are pursuing here. We go one step forward, and 
two back. He would advise the honest friends of reform to 
turn round and go the other way. His word for it, they would 
be sure of accomplishing the desirable object, if they did 80; 
and, in order to enable them to “accomplish that object, he 
would offer the following resolution: 

“That the pay of members of this House bg reduced to ‘five 
dollars per day, the pay ofthe Speaker to ten dollars per day, 
and the pay of the Chief Clerk to five doliars per day; thatof 
the first assistant to four dollars per day; and that the pay of 
all the other officers and clerks, including postmaster andas- 
sistant, twenty per cent. per diem on the compensation now 
received by them; and that the mileage of the members of 
this House be reduced to two dollars for every twenty miles 
they may necessarily travel. 3 + 

Mr. BOWNE desired to move an amendment, providing that 
“the several Reporters having seats in the hall be supplied 
with sufficient siationery for their use.” 

The SPEAKER said there was already an amendment pend. 
ing to the amendment. 

Mr. BOWNE withdrew. the amendment for the moment, 

The resolution was objected to as out of order, and the 
SPEAKER sustained the objection, on the ground that it con- 
flicted with existing laws. 

Mr. SNYDER then said: It surely could not be out of order 
to propose a measure of reform. This Congress bore the name 
of the Reform Congress, and he would therefore suppose that 
reform would always be inorder. It was absurd to suppose 
that a resolution of the House could not supersede a Jaw created 
by the same power that appropriated money, by taking from it, 

y resolution, the power of extravagant expenditure. Be it re- 
membered, this Congress was elected for the express purpose 
of retrenchchment and reform, aud the dominant party now 
rested under the solemn pledge to carry out these objects. He 
therefore appealed from the decision of the Chair. 

aoe the question being taken, the decision of the Chair was 
affirmed. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina, to prevent, he said, the 
imputation of this being a stationary debate, moved the pre- 
vious question. 

And there wasa second. 

Mr- BOWNE urged the House to suffer him to offer his 
amendment. 

The SPEAKER said unanimous consent was required. 

Mr. WARREN, Mr. TURNEY, and two or three others 
objected. 

The main question was then ordered. 

The amendment of Mr. Summers was agreed to; and the re- 
solution as amended was adopted. 

The eleventh resolution being uncer consideration, in the 
following words, to wit: 

Resolved, That henceforth it be a standing rule of the House 
that, at the commencement of cach session of Congress the 
Speaker appoint a committee, consisting of three members, to 
be denominated the Committee on Printing, whose duty it shall 
be to examine all papers and documents, of every description 
whatever, which it may be proposed to have printed, except 
messages, reports, and statements from the various offices and 
departments of the Government required by law or usage to be 
furnished to the House, reports from committees of the Hoase, 
and bills and resolutions, and to report whether, in their opi- 
nion, the public interest requires that such paper, document, 
or other matter should be printed for the use of the House or 
the country; and, for that per 
ment, or other matter, when 
to be printed, shall be censilered as referred to said com- 
mittee, withont any specific motion of reference; and no or- 
der to print such matter shall be made by the Mouse unless 
an examination thereof, as aforesaid, shall have been previously 
made. 

Mr. SUMMERS moved an amendment to the resolution to 
sirike out the words “that, at the commencement of each ses. 
sion of Congress, the Speaker appoint a committee,” and insert 
the words “that a committee ke appointed.” 

The amendment, without a division, was agreed to.” 

Mr. SUMMERS moved also to amend the resolution by adding 
after the words “to examine ail the papers and documents,” the 
words “maps, charts, and drawings,” 

After some remarks by Messrs. McK AY and UNDER WOOD, 
the amendment was agreed to. 

Corresponding verbal amendments,necessary to preserve the 
sense ofthe resolution, were also agreed to. 

Mr. ARNOLD moved the following amendn 

“That no box, or trunk, or chest. or any ike receptacle 
for books, shall be hereafter furnished to the members of Con- 
gress at the public expense.” 

Mr. HALSTED moved to amend the amendment by adding 


‘the words “or tin cases for maps.” 


Mr. ARNOLD accepted this amendment as 2 modification of 
his own proposition. i 

The amendment, as modified, was briefly debated by Messrs. 
BRIGGS and ARNOLD . 

Mr. ARNOLD called for the yeas and nays on his amend- 
ment, and moved the previous question; but withdrew the mo- 
tion at the request cf Mr. Pops. 

Messrs, POPE, PROFFIT, and SUMMERS further briefly 
discussed the amendment. t 

Mr. MARK A. COOPER moved that the House adjourn. 

On this motion the yeas and nays were called and refused. 


The question was then taken by tellers, 
69, noes 72. i 
So the House refused to adjourn. 


‘t he question recurring on the amendment’ofMri ARNOLD—~ 


Mr. GAMBLE moved the previous question., 

And there wasa second.” ect, Da DREN 

Mr. M. A. COOPER moved that the House adjourn. + 

Ou this motion the yeas and nays were asked and order 
and being taken, resulted thus—yeas 75, nays 83 BAS ts 

So the Huuse refused to adjourn. Boi Bo 

Mr. CARUTHERS suggested to the.chairman of the. commit: 

ee (Mr. Summers]-so (0 amend the. resolution ag to except 
om the reference to the committee memorials and resolutions 

om State and Territorial Legislatures. f 

Mr: SUMMERS declined to accept it, > : 2 

Mr. GORDON moved that the resolution and amendmentbe © 

id on the table. : 

Mr. BOWNE moved that the House adjourn. 

The question was taken, and deeided in the hegatlve--ayes 
63. noes 81. s . 

So the House refused to adjourn. . 

The question recurring on the motion to lay the resolution 
and amendments on the table— : ki 
i m: GORDON called the yeas and nays; which wére re- 

used. wg > ; 

The question was then taken, and the motion to lay on: the 
table was decided in the negative. ‘ d 


who reported =ayëst 


So the resolution and amendments were not laid. on the * 


table. age i 
Mr. FLOYD hereraised the point of order that the: resolu- 
tion proposed a change of the rales of the House, and, theres 
fore, that a vote. of two-thirds was necessary to adopt it. + 
The SPEAKER overruled the point of order. EM 
And the question then recurred on the amendment of Mr. AR- 
NOLD, - . 
Pending which— 
On motion of Mr. HA BERSHAM, $ 
The House adjourned. i 


oe ae 
IN SENATE. 
Monpay, March 7, 1842, . 

Mr. WOODBURY presented the credentials of the Hon, 
Lzoxarp WILcox, appointed by the Governor of New Hamp. 
shire a Senator ofthe United States in the place of the Hon. 
F. Pisrcg, resigned. 

Mr. WILCOX was then 
Senate, . « 

Mr. WRIGHT prosented the memorial of citizens of Clinton, 
county, New York, remonstratiig against the passage of any 
Jaw to permit the importation of railroad iron, or iron for steam 
boats, free of duty, and praying that all iron may be subject to 
a duty of thirty per cent.: referred te the Committee on Manu- 
factures i 

Also presented the petition of John McCarr, heir and repre. 
sentative of John Polhemus, praying compensation for services 
tendered, and for the repayment of money advanced during the 
Revolution by said Polhemus: referred'to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. LINN presented the memorials of Agnes Slacke, praying 
confirmation of title to a tract of jand; and the heirs of Louis 
de Repentigny, praying confirmation of title to a tract of land 
in Michigan; which were referred to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

Mr. YOUNG presented the petition of L. R. Harrison and 
others, inhabitania of township six, of range two, east of the 
third principal meridian, in Franklin county, Minois, praying 
for the privilege of surrendering section sixteen, reserved fof 
the use of schools in said township, which they represent as 
unfit for cultivation, and to select other lands in lieu of the same: 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. _ 

Mr. MILLER presented a memorial from citizens. of New 
Jersey, asking that the duty on foreign iron may be restored to 
what it was in 1839: referred to the Committee on Manufac- 
tures... To a 

Mr. SEVIER presented à petition trom certain. persons who. 
formerly belonged to the Cherokee nation, east of the Missis- 
sippi river, now residents of the State of North Carolina, come 
plaining of the injustice done them by the Cherokee treaty of 
1835, and asking for redress for the frauds under that treaty on 
them: referred to the Commiltee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. STURGEON presented the memorial of Isaac M? Moss 
and others, of Philadelphia, dressers of raw quills, complaining 
of the duty of 20 per cent. on that article by the late tariff, and 
praying that the duty on the raw article may be repealed, and 
be retained on.the manufactured arice: referred to the Com 
mittee on Manufactures. ae 

Mr. CLAY presented a memorial froma number of ladies of 
Rahway, Suw Jersey, who, he said, judging fom their auto- 
graphs, were beautiful indeed, These ladies, inasmuchas 
a further reduciion of duty on foreign ready-made clothing 
would render their employment unprofitable, and, having no 
other means by which to support themselves and their families, 
they earnestly and respectfully pray that Congress will enact 
such lawsas will secure them from foreign competition. He 
believed that articles of ready-made clotting had been objects 
of protection from the ‘commencement of the Government , 
down to the present time, and that, tvo, separate and distinct 
from any system, and he hoped that he would be allowed to say 
that, whatever diversity ef opinion there may exist as to the 
protection of the men ofthe country, there would be no diver- 
sity of opinion whatever as to the protection of the ladies; and 
be presumed that ke might here rely on the chivalry of South 
Ca-olna to rush forward and protect their fair country women 
from foreign competition. . 

Mr. CALISOUN remarked that during the operation ofthe ta. 
riff act of 1823, he dined in the company of General, Patterson 
and a gent 1 trom Sonth Carolina; and they, entered into 
conversation on the effects of the tariff, and especially as to 
peaty-mads clothin General Patterson said that when he 
Quebec, during the preceding summer, he purchased a 
f clothes, and, on his return to Philadelphia, he ascer- 
tained thatthe diserence in the prices between the two Cities, 
paid the whole expense ofthetrip. Mr, C. then observed that 
he went from Charleston t> Quebec. and while there he pur: 
chased two suits of clothes, and on his return he made the same 
kind of comparison and ascertained that the difterence between 
the Charleston and the amount pait, defrayed the whole eg- 
pense of his trip. Now,alihehadio say was, that if genile- 
man were not able to make clothes any cheaper, they were not 
able to buy them. 

Mr, CLAY remarked that he had merely made an appeal te 


qualified, and took his seat in the 


“gitton: existed in Congress to. postpone the operation the Bank- 


the heart of the Senator-from South Carolina, and he was sure, 
that twenty-five yeats ago, it would not have been. made in 
vain. ~x id 
’ ..He-algo presented a memorial from- Huntington county, 
Pennsylvania, relating to the iron interest; and this subject he 
recommended to- the Senate generally, but particularly to the 
Senators from Pennsylvania: referred to. the, Committee on 
Manufactures. | A a N 5 

Aleo, presented a petition ofa Humber of citizens of Northern 
Alabama, stating that they had heard with regret that- a dispo- 


upt-law; and asserting their belief that. a suspension of this sa- 
jutary, just, and humane act, Would operate oppressively upon 
a Worthy class of citizens, and likewise protesting and remon- 
sirating against its postponement or its repeal, “This petition 
wag accompanied by a_letter from-a gentleman, who expressed 
his desire that the law would not be repealed, although he did 
not wish to ayaii himself of its provisions, 

Me KING inquired what was the name of the writer of the 
Yetier. 5 A ` ‘ ; 

= Mr, CUAY replid, Levi Todd, who stated that the petition ex- 
pressed the general opinión upon the subject in Northern Ala- 
Yama, and that it was signed by both Democrats and Whigs. 
Fe was glad to hear it; as it showed that his Democratic 
friends, especially his Democratic friends of 798 and the war, 
‘and all along that time, had come out from their party associa- 
{iore in support of this law, notwithstanding they approved of 
the vetoes and some other measures equally obnoxious, 

Mr. KING would only say that, if the individual who wrote 
the letter waa not more correct when be said that he did not 
want the benefit of the law than in saying that the greaier 
portion of the people of Northern Alabama were in favor of 
it, then he was very much in need of it indeed; and he (Mr. 
Kina) would venture to say that not only four-fifths of We peo- 
iple of Northern Alabama, But a majority of the people of the 
"antite Seue were Opposed to this law. 

„Mr. CLAY said that the petition was signed by a hundred 
Wigs and Democrats; and, ifthe Senator would look over the 
names, he, no doubt, would find those of some of his Demo. 
cratic friends, ie: 

Mr. KING yomarked that there wagno doubt of that, as some 
of them. were, unforpunately, bankrupts. $ 
“Mr. BUCHANAN preseuted several memorials from iron 
manufacturers of Pennsylvania, asking that the duty on iron 
might be vestored tő what it was in 1839, Mr. B. remarked 
that he thought it very unkind in the Senator from Kentucky 
{Mr. Cray] when he presented the petition from so many fair 
jadies, to give him (Mr. Becranan,] the irén manufacturers, 
‘and recon)mend them to his particular care and appropriate ail 
Yhos iair ladies to protection, such as he [Mr. Cray] coutd 
give them, : 

Mr, CLAY did not feel that he bad inflicted any injury upon 
the Senator from Pennsylvania. He had recommended to him 
the petition ofthe iron manuiacnwers because they happened 
to be menof Pennsylvania; and thereason why he had not re- 

- sommended the memorial of the ladies was, that the Senator 
kad lived for thirty-five years, and upwards, without having 
taken any lady under bis protection, 

_ Mr. BUCHANAN retorted; yet as old as the Senator himeelf 
was, he wished to take all the ladies under his protection. 

Mr. B. then presented a memorial from Lancaster, Lebanon 
coudty, Peansylvania, complaining of the compromise act, and 
attributing all the present evils to its operations, and asking for 
a general protection of domestic manufactures; aiso, a memo- 
gial from the dressers of raw quills, asking that the duty of 
twenty por cent spay be removed frott the same, but retained 
‘on ‘the finished imported arcicle, 
cMr, BERRIEN presented tie memorial of the Board of Alder. 
men and the Chamber of Commerce of Savannah, Goorgn, 
asking Cougress to make an appropriation for the erection cf a 
vustom-house in that city: referred to the Committee on 
Finance. , 

MrCALHOUN presented the petitionof A.H. Abrahams, 
praying that certain articles collected under the revenus act of 
of the extra session (muy be remitted; and stating, ag å resson 
Yor making this reguest-of Congress, that, ot the thine the arti- 
gles were shipped at Bremen, they Were by the laws of ths 
nite States duty free, but when they were brought into this 
sountry a duty of more than seven hundred dollars was levied 
upon them at the Charlestan crstom-house, the revenue 
law having been passed during his absence, and of which he 
knew nothing untit his return home. Mr. Canuoun remark- 
ed that many persons were similarly taken by surprise, and 
an act of injustice had thereby been committed by hasty legis. 


lation, ‘Phe memoral was referred to the Gommittee on Fi- 
nance. . i 
Mr. TALLMADGE presented a memorial from Onandaigua 


county, New York, remonstrating against the postponement or 
xepeal ofthe Bankrupt act. 

Algo, a memorial from fifty-seven citizens of Cayuga county 
New York, agaiast the adinission of Texas into the Union; the 
motionio receive which wae lad on the table, s 


Also; presented a memoria! from the city of New York, 
praying the adoption of measures by Congress forthe defence 


and protection of the frontier on th 
to the Commistee on Miltary Affairs, 

Also, presented the petition of avy hundred and sixty citizens 
of Hudson, praying „that a Jaw may be passed to protect 
the manufacturing interest against foreign goods 
and from every nation: re d to the Commiviec on Manu 
factures- 
presented tho remonstrance ofthe marine insurance 


Guif of Mexico: referred 


of New York and the owners of lines of packets 
against the repeal ofthe Pilot law; which, asa bill had been 
reporied on thy subject, was ordered to leon the table and be 
printed. 


r Mr. SIMMONS presented a memorial from paper manu- 


factures. asking protection. i 
Also, ther vions ofthe Legislature of Rhade Island on | 
the suhicet ofa mods of e ‘the President and į 


Vice Pre 
that pu 
Committee. 

Mr. KERR presented the memorial of A. D. Wilson and 
Joun Gunby, representatives and children of Gen. Juhu 
Gunby. for a donation of land: referred to the Committce on 
Public Lands, 

Mr. KING presented the petition of William Woote 

3 2 E poten, of 

Russell county, Alabama, praying remuneration for certain pro- | 


> Unite! Sates by fixing ths same day for 
vutihe Union; referred to the Judiciary 


perty destroyed in the service of the United States: ref 
the Coninittes on Claims, ; Sis referte I 


of every form 


~~ On motion of Mr. KING, it was ordered that, the papers of 

|- William Tarvin, relative to a claim to a tract of land, be taken 

: from the files, and referred to the Committee on Private Land 

Ciaims. ; 3 

Mr. BENTON 

of Boone county, 5 

jn the entry of a certain tract o: 

tee on Publie Lands. ` g : S i 
Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, 
made adverse reportson the petition of the heirs of Preserved 

praying remuneration for services rendered by him du- 
ring the Revolutionary war. Also, on the petition of the heirs 
of Thomas West, for commutation pay; on the petition of 
George Townley, praying remuneration for supplies furnished 
the Revolutionary army; on the petition of the heirs of Mary 
Elmer, for commutauion; on the petition of the executors of 
Isaac Bronson, late an assistant surgeon in the Revolutionary 
army: for commutati8n pay; all which were ordered to lie on 
the table, and be printed, 

On motion of Mr. WOODBURY, ic was resolved that the Se- 
eretary of ihe Treasyry-be directed to lay before the Senate a 
schedule of the expenditures for the fourth quarter of the year 
1841, in a form similar to that adopted in the statement annexed 
to-his last annual report for the first three quarters. $ 

Gn motign of Mr. PRENTISS, the Commitce on Public 

Lands was discharged from the further Consieration of tie pe- 
tition of a number of citizens of Indiana, praying the correction 
of an error in a survey of the publie lends. 

Mr. SEVIER sebmiued a joint resulutioa, authorizing the 
President of the United States, by and with the c , of the 
Senate, to appoint three commissioners, to hald their office for 
six months, to adjudicate the claims of the Cherokees residing 
east of the Mississippi river, and accortain and pay io each 
claimant the smount justly due hiw oat of such imeney ás has 
been set aside for that purpose, aud as yet enexpeudec under 
the treaty of 1835 and 736. 

The resolution was read twice, and referred tothe Committee 
on Indian Affairs. oe ah 
Mr. BERRIEN presented the petition of William Dougherty, 
asking permission to enter lands in lien of certain land, the 
title of which failed, purchased in the Cherokee Indian Reser- 
vation: *eferred to the Committee on Public Lands, 

_ THE, BOARD OF EXCHEQUER. 
Mr. TALLMADGE remarked that hé did not wish that this 
bill should interfere with the resolutions of the Senator from 
Kentucky, (Mr. Cray,] and had therefore risen for-the pur- 
pose, and made the motion to postpone the consideration of the 
Dill ull this day two weeks, (the 2lst of March,) which motion 
was agreed to. 

The following adverse reports were taken from the table, and 
concurred in by the Senate, viz: Of the Committee oa Pensions 
on the claims of Enoch Dearborn, Nathan Blood, Anna Wat- 
son, John ©. Foulk: Of the Commitice on Revolutignary 
Claims, in the case of Jeremiah Basye, and the case af the 
executors of FohnSpottswood: angof the Commiuse of Naval 
Affairs, on the petition of Olive R. Watrs. H 

Mr. BAYARD called for the orders of the day. 

THE DISTRICT BANK BILL. i : 

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration of the Hill to 
suspend, for a limited time, the operation of a port‘on fthe det 
entitled “An act to revive and extend the charters of certain 
banks in the District of Colambia,” as fullows: a 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress gsigmbled, 
'Thatso much of the act enlided “An act to revive dnexiend 
the charters of certain banks in the District of Columbia,” ap- 
proved August 25, 1S4L, as inhibits the banks, in said act rmen- 
tioned, from and afier the first day of March, 1342, from paying 
oul, or lending ont the notes of any suspended bank, or any pa- 
per currency whatever which is not equiv. 


presented the. petition of Elizabeth Munroe, 
Missouri, praying the correction of an error 
land: referred to the Commit- 


Clapp, 


alent to gold and sil- 
ver, shall be, and the same is hereby suspended in its operation 
until the first day of March, 1843; provided said banks shali not 
lend or pay out any bank notes which, at the time of such loan 
or paymient: are not receivable at such bank at par in payment 
of debts. 

Mr. ALLEN said he desired to make a motion in reference to 
this bill; and he would accompany his motion with a few ob 


ry favor. 


servations, Jt was proposed by this bili to confer upon the 
banksa privilege which they did not at present possess, and it 
| ter 
seives, by their past ct tt 
would be recollected by ali th session, Con- 
riod, the charters ofthese banks. It would be remembered, too, 
that the act which revived andcontinued their charters, con- 
were to be complied with previous to the act taking effect; and 
in the event of non compliance, the banks forfeited their char- 
| 


wasa privilege of an extraordinary and unprecedented charac- 
i 
gress had passed an act to revive and continue, for a given pe- 
tained several stipulauons; provisions, and conditions, which 
ters. Thataet had teen passed very recently—no ger ago 
than at the lastextra session; and therefore the inquiry which 
he was about to propose to make, wouldnot extend very far 
With aview of ascertaining certain facis which he be- 
lieved to exist, and ich, if they did exist, would, he thought, 
prevent the Senate fram conferring any additional privileges on 
these banks, he wonld move that the bill be laid on the table for 
the purpos 


Resolve 


back. 


of offering this resolation: 

. That the Committee on the District of Columhia 
be instru toinquire and report to the Senate, whether the 
banks in this District, or any one of them, have violated directly 
or indizectly, orm any manner sought to evade any ene of the 
requirements, provisees, or conditions of the act entitled “an 
act torevive and extend the charters of certain banks inthe 
District of Corumbia, 1 especi- 
ally whether they, ore 
a circular letter, inthe fol! 


approved Avgust 
ofthem, naye i 
owing words: 
DANK OF THE METROPOLIS, 
Was! on Feb. 4, 1942. 
Sm: As fhe hanksin this District ave restrained by their char- 
ters from paying out, afier the first of Alarch next, the notes of 
any suspended bink, or any paper v ch is net equivalent to 
goidand silver, 1am directed by the Board of Directors toin- 
form you, that previous to that day, whatever balence in car- 
rent notes may remain to your credit in ihis bank, will be 
placed in the hands of Richard Smith, the cashier of this bank, 
| to be held by him individually, to pay over to you atsuch time, 
i and in such amounts, as may suit your convenience, in funds 


"similar to those you deposited, for the payment of 


; i which this 
bank will be responsible. s ; 
~ Should it-be desired by you to make further deposites. incut- 


‘yent fandas with Mr. Smith, he wil be permitted bythe bank 


to receive them; and such deposites being placed in this bank 
by him, will be equaliy safe to the depositors; as if they had 
been made with the bank direct.. 
Special deposites willbe received by the bank as heretofore. 
4 am, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant. 


Also, whether they, or any of them, have, since the date last 


~ named, issued, reiseued, cr in any manner put in circulation, 


any certificates of a character and description of which the fol- 
lowing words and figures are an exampie: 


Ip Rig RI RIS RANI RUAN UI DI BI Bie NI IP NI 
2M SA SESE MESH SIR HER AE 
Ay 


TS DA RIRIN IR FN IN 


RTIFICATE OF DEPOSITE. Ñ 
No. 1595—10 3 
TEN. TEN, X 
PATRIOTIC BANK OF WASHINGTON. 32 
J. R. Nourse, a stockholder m ths Bank, has D 
deposited ten dollars, which will be paid to his xX 

| order, in current bank no:es, on the ‘return of xe 
this certificate. s ; 54 
isl O N 


Washington, D. C. 1st Nov’r, 
W. A. BRADLEY, Presd’t. 

C. Bestor, Cashier, r g 
K? $2 


2 IE NA SA WA SA NA NA NA 
ed IR IRIK IKON 


and, if so, which of said bani 
tion, atidamoznt of su 

He had deemsd itrig 
cify and particnjari : £ 
be, of the Jaw, by i iu order that he might not sub- 
ject himself to the imputation of having made this motion 
barely to stave off the passing of tue bill, He had no such ob» 
ject, His desire was merely that it should be postponed for a 
short time, in order to enable the cammitice to examine into the 
facts whith he sbouldiay before them. It was of hitde conse» 
quence whether tie bill passed to-day ora monin hence; but he 
desired that the relations in which the banks stood with refe. 
rence to the law as it existed, and to the Government, should be 
fully understood, before the Senate proceeded to confer upon’ 
them any further priviisges. $ K ; 

He had been thus specific iv getting farth what he consider 
ed violations of the law in order that the Senate might not hava 
an opportunity hereafter to say, that i: was a bere motion for 
delay. Such certificates as thatof which he had given a copy 
were inexistente; he had seen them; handled them; they were 
issued by these banks palpably in violation of the Jaw; signed 
by irrésponsiole persons; promising to pay the amount express» 
ed in them in the paper of other banks! And it was solely in 
order to catisfy the country, so fay as it thought proper to inte- 
rest itself in the matter, that these violations of the law had 
taken place, and that inthe face of these known and admitted 
viclations, Congress was required to confer aiditional privi 
leges on these banks, that he now moved to lay the bill upon 
the table. “ 

Mr. BAYARD observed that he found himself in a singular 
predicament. He was calicd upon to sustain a proposition with 
the general principles of which ke was at war; but he hoped he 
would be able to show this was a particuiar case which formed 
an exception to the general rule. He would narrow the ground 
by admitting, at once, that such certificates a5 are mentioned in 
the Senator’s resolution aro In existence, an! that the circular 
quoted was issucd under the autho of the banks. These 
things, however, arose outor the a it cirenmstances under 
which the community of this District labored in relatioh both to 
the circulating medium, and to banking business. He admitted 
that such certificates of special depusites, redeemable in the 
same currency deposited, as had heen alluded to by the Senator 
from Ohio, were in circulation to a limited, but very limited 
extent. But this citculafion grew out of the fact that the peopls 
of the District considered them more valubie thas the irredeema. 
ble bank currency of the surrounding States, constituting ths 
bulk of the currency of the District. 

There were in the District six bao 
ALLEN explained that there would be an opportunity of 
going into the subject in full after the vote was taken to lay the 
bill on the table, when the question would come up on the re- 
solution. 4 

Mr. BAYARD was wiiling to give an affirmative responee to 
all the inquiries! this, he trusted, would save ihe neceseity of de- 
Jay to obtain answers; but while he yielded the Senator ali he 
conid expect from a reference to the committee, he (Mr. BAY- 
ARD) believed he would be able to show to the Senate that there 
was nothing in the resolu‘jon or the Senators suggestions, that 
should impede the passage of this bill. 

The Senator said this was an unprecedented proposition, 
There was nothing unprecedented about it. It. was nota new 
thing; on the contrary, it was basedon well-established preces 
dents. The very biil iself was tè extend the duration ofa pres 
existing precedent; it Was to cuntinue in force for a longer term 
the provision of an act passed last August, dnd limited to the Ist 
day of the present month. Itis merejy an extension of time. 

Here Mr. Bavaro rezdthe p of the act passed last 
August, and, in commenting tained that precisely 

e reasons which a s then to pass the 
isted stil], and andy all in full force 
now, ba: there is this ad i i, that theexpenditure by 
the Government of and {silver in the District, is cut off, all 
payments from the Departments and oiher branches of Go- 
vernment being made in Treasury noies, and not, 2 
heretofore, in specie. 

He asked, whavin point of fact was the circ 
Distr lt was the depreciated paper money of 
it was impossible to getany other currency o! grea 
long as hat coniinued In cireulalion, 

In order that the matter should be p 
wouid state that the bani¢of the Distric 


and what number, denomina- 
ae 


t ate, tO spe 
onoeived chem iA 


r value as 


ly understood, he 
are six ia nyumber: 


three in this city,twoin Ale dria, and ene in Georgetown 
Their aggregate capital is 5000. al of the three 
banks inthis city amounts 10 $1,109,000, divided as follows: 
That of the Bank of the Metropolis ~ >`- + §360 000 
That of the Bank of Washington  - ¢ -~ "359,008 
That of the Patriotic Bank ~ - t š ii 2507000 
Making an aggregate - ` - š + $1,109,000 
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This was the bank capitalfor a population of 23,364. The 
bank capital for the city of Alexandria, with a population of 
8,459, was $660,000. That for Georgetown, with a population 
of 7,312, is $485,000.. The aggregate population of the Dis- 
trict is forty-three thousand, and of bank capital $2,254,000. 

Mr. Bayanop then entered into a history of the banks of the 
Disirict, and referred to the various charters aud acts extending 
these charters, from time to time, and dwelt at considerahje 
length upon the circumstances under which the act of 1833 
was passed by Congress, in view of the suspension of theNew 
York banks. The last of these acts expired in 1840, during the 
long session in which the struggte and diffizulties in relation to 
those institutions were sy conspicuous. Nearly on the last day 
of the expiring charters a particular act was passed, extending 
their existence to 1844, It was under the provisions of 
that renewal that the certificates of deposite, now com- 
plained of by the Senator fiom Ohio, were issued. 

He read the several provisions of the act; anu referred to the 
fourth section as tle authority under which these certificates 
are issued. The banks were prohibited, in this process of 
winding up, from issuing notes or certificates payable to bearer; 
butexpressly authorized to issue certificates of deposite of mo- 
ney or property by the stockholders, under obligation to return 
it. He read one of these notes to show that it was in confor- 
mity with the fourth section of the act, 

He denied that this was any violation of the act; and asked, 
was the bank to be blamed if the people of the District, under 
the contingent circumstances in which they found themselves 
placed with regard to the depreciated currency with which they 
were oppressed, to take these certificates of deposite in prè- 
ference to the small note currency of banks and individuals 
with whose responsibility they were wholly unacquainted? 
Hé could no: see what objection could grow ou: of the exercise 
of this privilege. 

The next point of inquiry proposed by the Senator is, whether 
these banks haveacted upon a certain circular purporting to be 
issued by one of the officers of the banks. This, he [My. Bay- 
ARD] contended, was ah expedient authorized by the provision 
ofthe act he had quoted, Under the spirit of the act of August, 
1841, these banks are prohibited, after the 4:hof March, trom 

- paying out any notes not redeemable in goid and silver. The 
Ueposites iù those institutions amount to $687,090. What isto 
be done with that money? Coult the banks return it io the 
same funds that were received? This sum was mae up of de- 
posites received for the convenience of the depo Tae 
-effect of coercing the banks to pay ont better funds than they 
received would be to deprive'the inhabitants of tie Disuriet 
of any place of security for the deposite of their money. ‘To 
avoid this inconvience, the banks permit one of their officers 
to make use of the bank vaults for the safekeeping of the 
funds of such persous as prefer the security of the bank 
vaults, to the safety of their own coffers. This he considered 
was no such impropriety as was contended. 

Mr. ALLEN interposed to set the Senator rightas to the nae 
ture of the acts to which he referred; but the purport of his re- 
marks was not distinctly understood, 

Mr. BAYARD explained (ht, in 1833, the dominant party, to 
which the Senator belonged, refused tu recharter the banks, aud 
ordered them to wind up; and u was uncer the actordering the 
UVaion Bank to go into a state of liquidation. ‘These banks were 
ja state of liquidation when the acto August last was passed 
authorizing them to resume business, and requiring them to pay 
oat nothing bat specie on the Ist March, 18:2. The act of 3d 
July, 1840, is made tu apply to these six banks as well as the 
Ale Bank of Georgetown. The act was made to extend to 
tl six banks by the drafter of the jaw, to save the trouble of 
separate enactinents, ‘The population of this District is forty- 
shree thousand, and of that nuinber. two thousand six hundred 
and sixty only are agricullurists, The rest ai e all consumets, 
drawing their suppiies from New York, Philadelphia, &c. 
‘There is a debt constantly accruing against the dealers here, 
for the supplies which they obtain for the consumption of the 
community These dealers are often disappointed in payment 

z their customers, and they wonid consequently be muchcon- 
ienced by the banksof the t .*riqt, enabling them to pre 

e their credit abroad, Henge the uiiny of the | 
one in giving a ben 
iers Who supply 
consumMpHion. 


, and the oiher giv 
} mmunity with necessa: 

‘fae act of Augnstiast required the banks to resum? speci 
payments: they did resume. They were required to d 
ing but gold and silver, or the notes of specie-payiug banks 
he lst March, 1842. They ve have refused to pay 
¿own issuesim gold and silver, since the passage of that 


e 


wy 
Me BUCHANAN, from his seat, asked Mr. Bayard il ke 


ad sven any of (heir aotes in circulation? 

Mi. BAYARD said be had not. Phere was no nece: for 

e oftheir nates, to bedrivon back upon them for in j 
sdemption the moment iney ente iuto competition | 
currency pervading the District, Bat | 


ssuedikeir notes redeemable in coin, they 
redeemed. 
w sought were not granted, there 
Sle system, S0 COD 
won! ala pees 
s operations of the banks, so essential to thee 
ye dealers, and through Gem tot custam 

Y pufution of tha D 
Ife asked, was prepared to deny the com: 
this District these convenience 


had 
would have been so 1 
if the extension of time nov 
wouid be an end pui ta the d 
habitani i 


nent to 


nion coud be 
L of ten miles 


ils 


eemed 80 £ 


_ He contended that it wasimpossible for those banks to con- 
tinue their business and issue their own paper payable in spe- 
Cle in payments; ali they ask is an extension of the privilege, 
not of issuing irredeemable paper, but of paying out in tke 
same Currency they receive. 

Mr. ALLEN renewed his motion to lay the bill on the table, 
and’stated that he would afterwards ask to recommit it with in- 
structions, 

Mr. WRIGHT asked the Senator to suspend his motion for a 
moment, 

Mr. ALLEN explained that it was his desire to obtain the 
vote first on his motion to lay on the table. Ile would then, 
with a view of bringing the whole merits of the subject before 
the Senate, move to recommitthebill. He called for the yeas 
and nays, which wete ordered. 

The question was then taken on laying the bill on the table, 
and resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, Fulton; 
King, Liim, McRoberts, Smith of Connecncut, Sturgeon, Tap- 
pan, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, and Wright—15. 

‘NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clay, Clayton, Evans, Graham, Kerr, Mangum, Mil- 
ler, Morehead, Porter, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Southard, 
Tallmadge, White, and Woodbridge—21, 

So the Senate refused to lay the bil! on the table. 

Mr. ALLEN now moved to recommit the bill with in- 
structions, in conformity with the furegoing resolution, 
And Mr. ALLEN proceeded to say thatthe merits of the bill be- 
fore the Senate, could not, in the least degree, be affected by the 
motion which he had made, the bill being of a character which 
admits of noamendment. The Senate, he believed. must be 
well aware of the con:ition of the currency of the District of 
Coiumbia, and it must be equally well aware of its own deep 
responsibility in relation to the condition of that currency. The 
hanks of the District ha! suspended specie payments, or, to 
speak more plainly, had refused to pay their debts in 1837, in 
common with the other banks throughout the different States. 
Subsequently to that time, they had applied to Congress over 
and over again, fora renewal of their charters, which; m the 
mean time, had expired. ‘hese applications of theirs, on 
more than one occasion, were defeated by the imperturbable and 
inflexible opposition of a Senator upon that floor, who would, 
under no circumstances, give way to gratify this batch of banks, 
which were ina no‘orious state of suspension at that very time. 
That Senator was himself. A great change was, about that 
time, producedin the public councils of the country, No mat- 
ter haw or by what means it wasaccomplished, a party came 
into power, who thea, for the first time, swayed the majority in 
the two Houses of Congress, and, atthe very first. meeting of 
Congress, under the new Administration, the charters of these 
banks were renewed, the banks themselves tben being in an 
admitted state of suspension. And they werealso renewed even 
by the present Congress, but with the express proviso that they 
should secure the payment of their bills in specie, and that upon 
their non-compliance with the requisitions of this proviso, 
they were to forfeit their charters. What was that proviso for? 
Tt was ineerted for the pus pose of exciuding the paper of the 
suspended, broken, non-specie paying banks from this District; 
it was inserted for the purpose of removing evils, the existence 
and the Janger of which every man admitted; it was inserted 
to get clear of agreat public calamity; it was inserted then to 
-limit the period for which these institutions should continue 
their ravages upon the life-blood itself of the District. Theap- 
peal for vechartering these banks at that time was founded 
upon the avowal that if you refused to recharter them, the pa- 
per of the suspended banks of the adjoining States would form 
the whole and exclusive currency of this District; and on this 
appeal they madetheir way through Congress, and obtained 
the renewal of their charters. But there was another proviso 
incorporated in the bill, and that proviso was, that the banks 
might pay out and dealin the paper of the suspended banks of 
the adjoining States for a given period of time, and that time 
was until the first day of the present month. Pending the last 
proviso, it was urged, over and over again, upon the Senate, 
that this proviso neutralized the first with regard to the banks 
paying specie upon their own notes while they were allowed 
to issue and deal in the paper of other suspended banks; 
that, under the operation of this proviso. the would confine 
their dealings solely to the latter deseripdon of papir, which 
wonld amount to a virtual suspension on their part. Tt wag 
ed, and it required no great degree of foresight to 
perceive, that such would be the result, thar ihe effect would 
he to exclude every thing like specie-paving bank paper from 
the District, by authorizi them to deal ia the paper of the 
suspen ted banks. On th hand this was denied: and 
it wassaid that the two provist ry to enable the 
hanksto getrild of the perof the other 
it Sena- 


day of 


came, and sn Hs arrival came also the same oll argaments to 
allow the banks to continve their operations; and-to continue 
to inflict upon the already sorely wounded commu: ty this ir- 
redeemable paper, And when would the same a ments 
cease to be used? Never, while the Senate would centinue to 
listen to them. and to be governedhy them. When would the 
Senate cease to be impeortased for dicse favors towards the 
banks? Never, so long as it required only that :hey should ack 
in order to obtin. t not reasonable to suppose that these 


banks would address the same arguments to the Senaie at the 


expiration of the time now proposed, which they so repeatediy 
und successful on former occasions? nd would net those 


uments come with still greater force t 
1 ihe honorable Senator opp: already ng- 
dueedthe former proceeding of the Sena'e inthis matter as a 
precesent which was tone followed; and parades the wisdom of 
Coagrees in 1811, as exemplified in the extending of these bank 
eharters, which, according to the Senator, shoald bea suffi- 
cient reason to induce Congress te pursue the same course 
UW. 

Š Mr. BAYARD observed that the aci was intended to be tem- 
porary merely. 


| 
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Mr. ALLEN proceeded. That would make no. difference, 
The banks havenothing to do but send their advocateato the. 
two Houses of Congress, and represent that their interests re.. 
quire anextension or continuance of their charters: -And if 
their reasuniug be good now, it. would be equally: good: at.any 
future period, andso long as it. wag permitted to prevail 80 
long would they continue to pluncer the poorer people of the: 
District. There was one thing which. he had noticed m.this. 
District, with sorrow and regret: the six banks had been dog: 
ging Congress for five or six years past, and urging to. be ena: 
bled to continue their system of plunder, by putting in circula» 
tion irredeemable bank paper, and as often as these applications 
had been made, they had been seen thronging the lobbies of the 
Senate Chamber, only those who were interested in. the, suc. 
cess of the banks—thuse persons who. were seeking for: the 
plunder of the poor—not those who were prepared to advocate 
the cause of the plundered community, but exclusively. bank 
officers and bank retainers: and that which astonished. him 
mare than all wasto sec the 40.000 inhabitants of this District 
remain so perfectly quiet and inert at a time when their inte. 
Tests were so vitally concerned, without calling: a single . meet: 
ing, without presenting a single memorial, without taking the 
smallest step, or making the smallest effort to second.the exer: 
tions cf those who were struggling to give them a sound in 
stead ofa worthless currency. . It fully established to. his. mind 
the absolute dominion which the banks had acquired over. the 
entire community; it was melancholy to reflect that to such an 
extremity were they reduced by the operations of these bankers 
and brokers and shavers, that they have no energy or confi- 
dence left. It was almost enough to make the very blood cur- 
dle in one’s veins, to bebold the state to which ihey were re- 
daced, and the apathy which resulted from that condiion But 
let a few public mectings be held, let petitions he. presented 
to Congress, lot the entrances to your Capitol be thronged ky a 
crowd of determined, and spirited, and resolute citizens, crying 
aloud in the language of oppressed freedom, and Covgresa 
would not dare toclose their ears against their appeals. But 
he was grieved tosee that they were entirely quiescent while 
the bank officers—-the presidents, the cashiers, the directors and 
the stockholders—were most assiduously engaged from day to 
day in endeavoring to promote their individual Interests and tors 
ward their private schemes, passing themselves off, all the 
while, asthe very people whom it is their interest to plun, 
der. he people mean while—the people who sn 
fer, the community vpon whom these vampyres feed, 
are Jost sight of forgoiten, neglecied by those whose 
peculiar duty it is, by virtue of the high statia S which they 
occupy, by virne of tke solemn obligation which rests. upon 
all legislators, to guard and protect their interests. In that part 
of the country in which he Jived, he was happy to say it was 
not so; there the system of annual elections prevailed, and the 
whole community were ever watchful of their interests; they 
took especial care that they should neither be trifled with nor 
neglected. It was a country of freemen, a community full of 
intelligence and philanthropy. These men possessed farms, 
and they were not ashamed to cultivate them; their, houses 
were the abodes of comfort and plenty, and. their homes and 
and their hearts were alike the refugeof the oppressed. The 
samearguments which have becn su successfully employed 
here, as often as Congress meets, ia favor ofthis everlasting sus- 
pension of the hanks, had been urged over and over again there; 
but the people were not in such complete bondage; they were 
not held im such absolute subjection by the banks; they carried 
the question into their elections; they required the sentiments 
of the people to be promulgated upon that particular subject, 
previous to the elections, ani required not only an expression 
of views and opinions, but they demanded an assurance that 
those whom they returned to represent them, should stand by 
them and sustain their interests rather than succumb to theim- 
portunities of the bankers. This litle community with her 
1,600,000 souls, her 300,000 voters, and her’urflinching pur- 
pose to stand by what is right, offered to the banks the 
alternative of complying with the requisitions of the 
law, or of ceasing to act. But as soon as it was found 
that there was a majority in her Legislature who 
had the honesty to stand up in hostility against the robberies 
of these worthless institutions, The moment this became 
known, the bankers hela solemn convention in the very ca pi 
where the Legislature was sitting, under the eye of that Le- 
gisiacure, and almost aithe very moment when the clerk way 
announcing the passage of the bill which compelled them to re- 
deem their notes. They passed a resolution declaring that they 
could and would resume specie payments; when, but afew 
moments before, they had brought forward a sulemn declara ion 
that they could not resume. : 

Mr. ALLEN here read the resolution to which he had refer- 
red. Now suppose the Lezislature had then given way, as it 
is proposed to do here, what would have been the consequenec? 
The argument ofinability to resume specie payments would 
have again irinmphed in the very face of the fact, that under the 
influence of time andcontinued fraud, the bat ks were running 
down on the right and on the jeft, and putting it still further 
out of their power to meet thelr abilities to the public,. The 
history of bank suspensions in the United States wouldbe one 
of the rnost instructive narratives which could be placed before 
the public; it would convey, if properly considered, one of the 
most useful lessons that could possibly be conveyed to the mind 
Gfevery citizen of the Union. The disclosure of the secrets of 
the banking system,as practised for a few years past, would 
be worth more than all the volumes upon banking which had 
ever been published in this country or in Great Britain. Let 
us, said Mr. ALLEN, take a short review, commencing at the 
very starting post of bank suspensions in, May, 1837. Every 
solitary banking institution, which demanded from the Legisla- 
ture Wie privilege of suspension, based their application upon: 
the statement publicly declared, that they did desire to suspend, 
not because they were unable to redeem their notes, but be- 
canse the banks somewhere else had suspended, 

Tney invariably persisted in'declaring that they were able 
to redeem their notes; that they were willing to redeem them; 
and that the reasons for desiring io suspend were not to be found 
within themselves, but in the circumstances that the banks 
elsewhere had suspended. And they also declared another 
thing, in which they weie equally honest and sincere, that thg 


e merely-temporary, that it would last but. 
hat assodn-as those banks, which they de- 
emiinto, suspension, acting in good faith 
ld resume, they would resume. Every 
e of these facts; and now the question 1s, 
their promises, and resume atthe period 
t wer will be found’ in the legislation of the 
At lbe special session of Congress, which was.called 
hs after the ‘bank suspensions, it was found that if 
not a Majority, there was at feast a large proportion of the 
. twò Houses ready to'stand up and justify the barks; and not 
only. this, but they were ready to seize. upon the nation’s trea- 
sury, and transfer its ‘contents to the coffers of the banks, and 
by that traitorous act they had reduced the Government to the 
utmost.exiremity, paralyzed its energies, and produced a so- 
lernń pause throughout its whole machinery; and although, by 
the' instrumentality of the banks, this universal evit had been 
effected, this. total destruction of the currency, yet men were 
found here, ableand powerful, wo rise in their places, with the 
knowledge of all these facts, and propose to give to these very 
banks the whole ‘revenues of this Republic—to seize upon 
upon the public treasury—a_ thing never done under any. cther 
Government under Heaven, except it were done by a foreign 
enemy—an armed enemy, and having seized upon it, there 
were fourd those who were base enough to justify the act—an 
act for whichevery traitor among them deserved to -be exe- 
ented, and such would have been their ignominious fate had 
they lived in the days of the Roman Republic, where patriots 


Were to be found bold enough to denounce such traitors of in- { 


sulted freedom. He maintained that it was an act of a trea- 
sonable nature, and yet, strange to relate, that act had found 
justification on that floor. 

When these banking institutions found that it was possible to 
control and enforce>the legislation of the country, then it was 
they wentsedulously to work and obtained such laws as served 
to assist them, to the full extent of their wishes, in the work of 
plunder. This was the State of the case; and they were now 
asked, after five years had been suffered to pass; after their 
fraudulent operations had been tolerated for all this length of 
time; after these banks had openly and shamefully revolted 
against all law, and defied the power of the insulted community; 
overwhelming and crushing and destroying the industry and the 
prosperity of the country—after all this, and with thisadmission 
On every one’s tongue that these continued suspensions are the 
great calamity under which the nation is groaning, they were 
again called upow to confirm to these banks the power of sus- 
pension in theface of the law, which requires that they shall re- 
sume; for the act in reality enables the banks to suspend, to all 

_ practical intents. It was admitted by the Senator on the other 
side, that they had none of their specie paying paper out; and 
why was this? because, by issuing, not their own notes, but the 
notes of the suspended banks in the adjoining States, they were 


enabled effecrually to avoid the provisions of the Jaw, whichim- | 


poses upon them the necessity of redeeming their notes in spe- 
cie, having no notes of their own in circulation, and consequently 
being freed from the obligation of redeeming any. 

This little District had always been held up, and he believed, 
too- truly, as a place within which crime might be perpetrated 
with impunity, that it was almost beyond the reach of the laws 
ofthis Government. 

When important measures were pending before the Senate, 
they were told that the action of that body possessed a power- 
ful influence abroad throughcut the country—that the example 
set by them was regarded as worthy of imitation in all inferior 
Legislatures; let them then, by their action on this subject, sus- 
tain that high character; let them furnish now an example 
worthy of imitation, While their constituents, at home, were 
coercing their local Legislatures to take measures for forcing 
the banks into remimpiion, should they deliberately violate 
whatthey knew to bethe public will, by authorizing a continu- 
ance, on the part ofthe banks, in that course which was so uni- 
versally reprohated throughout the whole country. But the 
Senator, in support of his argument, said there was compara- 
tively no business done in this District; that there was no work 
done here; that nothing was produced; well, then, what use had 
they for banks at all? Taking the view advanced by the Sena- 
tor himself, banks were not necessary; if no business was 
transacted within the District; if the debating in the two 
Houses of Congress, and the writing in the public departments 
conattuted the whole of the 

Mr. BAYARD begged the honorable Senator would allow 
him to state the argument which he had used. He had said, 
not that there was no business done here, but that there waa no 
productive industry which wouid enable the District to meet 
the accumulated debt incurred for the necessary articles ofcon- 
sumption; and that the inhabitants were obliged necessarily, as 
a District of consumers, to have recourse to the banks for tem- 
porary supplies. 

Mr. ALLEN. Well, after all, the argument amounts only 
to this; that the less business there is done, the more use there 
43 for banks’; and, by the same rule of reasoning, ¿there is 
more necessity for banks upon the summit of the Rocky 
Mountains, than in the cityof New York. Sir, continued Mr. 
ALLEN, | have always understood that it is the commercial 
business of a community which creates the necessity for bank- 
ing operations, But setting this aside, the question now is, 
whether you will aidthese banks by allowing them to conti- 
nue in a state of suspension: and this with a full knowledge 
of the fact that they have virtually forfeited their charters. 
Tne Senator opposite had cited the act of 1841, and he had even 
gone back and hunted up an act of 1838, which was passed, 
not for enabling the banks to do business, but to wind up their 
affairs ard to bring their business to an end. That was the 
object of the act, Well, the Senater seems to suppose that the 
act of 1841 revives this act, an l applies all its provisions to the 
banks now, This must be the meaning of the honorable Sena- 

tor, or else his observations have no application whatever. 
The act of 1841, it is trus, revived the former act, subject to 
the conditions and provisions contained in the act itself; it did 
not revive it unconditionally, butexpressly under the conditions 
set forth in that act; which conditions reqnire, in specific terms, 
that the banks sha!l pay specie fer all the notes they issue. 
(Here Mr. A read fro the act.] 
Ti here expressly prohibits them from isuing, or paying out, 
any other bank paper than such as is received, by all the other 
banking institutions, at par. Does this allow them to putin 
cir-ulation depreciated paper? It would be a contradiction in 
express terms to auppuse ay thing of the kind. And what is 
tse fact? It is not a depreciated paper which they are in the 
habit, of issuing? and if so, how can it be reconciled with the 
Sours prescribed to them by the act? The Senator then having 


“high obligation resting upon 


CONGRIESSTO 


fallen into an egregious error in reference to this matter, may 


: have been equally mistaken with regard to the other facts, 


And he (Mr. ALLEN) hoped the honorable Senater would see 

the propriety of withdrawing his earnest advocacy of this 
il. + . , 

He had not intended to go into a discussion of the question of 

the general currency; he did not consider it necessary to do s0; 

he believed that the bill would pass; yes, it would pass, and for 


the reason, the simple, the sole,butit seemed the omnipotent 


reason, that the banks desire its passage! Like the reason as- 
signed, on another occasion, by a certain great man, when he 
desired to express the predominance of his authority over all 
other, the cause, said he, is to be found in my will. This bill 
must pass, and for the same cause, that it is the will of those 
persons who are interested in those banks. This must satisfy 
the Senate. The Ides of March are come—such is the will of 
the bankers; remember, and.ohey. oe z 

Sir, we are in the most remarkable position that a Legislature 
ever found itself placed in. Having a-Constitution, called, by 
way of pre-eminence over ali other obligations, the paramount 
organic law, which gives life to the Government itself—a Con- 
stitution which was presented to us by ancestral hands, stream- 
ing with blood, and which was received by usas our highest 
blessing. In pursuance of the same spirit wifich actuated our 
fathers in presenting to us this invaluable document, we under- 
teok to uphold and ‘defend it. One clause of the Constitution 
expressly declares that Congressshall coin money, and regulate 
the value of foreign coin. Another clause declares that no State 
shall make any thing a legal tender, except gold and silver; and 
I take it for granted that no man wil assert that Congressshould 
do what no State is permitted to do. And yet, with this 
us, we are called upon 
to make the paper of suspended banks a legal tender in all the 
business transactions of the District. Did you not, in effect, make 
h paper a legal tender, when you authorized these banks to 
issue this irredeemable paper? Most assuredly. Did you not 
virtually abrogate that provision in the Constitution which de 
clares that nothing but gold. and silver shall be a legal tender? 
Most assuredly. And you now propose to give a further contin- 
uance to the violation of its provisions by again declaring this 
irredeemable paper equivalent to specie.7 The very act which 
compels the people to receive this paper as money—that 
very act declares it to be the paper of banks no- 


‘ totoriously; broken of the suspended banks of Maryland 


and Virginia. Thisisthe state into which the people will be 
thrown by the passage of this act. You will sweep away by 
one fell stroke the gold and silver, and substitute in its place a 
base currency of irredeemable paper..j And you compel the 
penple to receive this worthless paper, by that omnipotent co- 
ercing power which exists in Congress alone. By a long con- 
tinued course of error, by an uninterrupted habitude of crime, 
the mind becomes habituated to the contemplation and recon- 
cfled tothe practice. Such has been the case with regard to 
these bank suspensions for the last five or six years.; They 
have produced upon the public mind the impression that it is 
better with fortitude and resignation to suffer . 
“Those ills they have, . 
Than fly to others which they know not of.” 

‘fhelaw compels one citizen to receive the notes of another 
citizen who has previously declared that he will not redeem 
them, It declares that A B shall take the noteeof C D, who is 
authorized by the same authority of Jaw to refuse the payment 
of those notes, 

Sir, there is nothing to be found in the history of legislation 
that can compare with that. which bas prevailed with regard to 
hanks for the last four or five years. Such a departure from 
that course of moral rectitude which should govern the actions 
of all men, and more especially those men in whom the nation 
ic supposed to place unlimited confidence, standing as they do 
iù the position of the friends of the people’s rights and interests, 
can find no example to justify it in the history of nations. ; The 
banks have, in fact, obtained a complete dominion over the 
wi'ls of men, and their dictation has been exerted until the na- 
Gon has grownsick with disgust. That great agricultural State 
of the West, Ohio—for he would again take leave to allude to 
ber - he had a right to speak in praise of that noble State—that 
` which he was proud to claim as his own—that ‘State had 
ed her great moral influence, and had coerced the banks 
in her own limits into resumption, {She was nobly se- 
ed by Louisiana, that great granary or receiver for her pro- 
cns. These States had set an example which would be 
y conducive to the countty’s prosperity, ifit were followed 
imously. But pass this act, and those other Jarge States, 


esame acts of compliance with the banking interests. 
y will argue, as it has been betore argued, that surely the 

m of the Senate of the United States could not err.y Sir, 
anks will have to resume, notwithstanding the law may 
give them a license to suspend ad libitum. They will have to 
resume, all of them, under the influence of that law which ema- 


f the public will, executed by the publicitself! When this 
n machinery of representation is set aside, and that strong 
un’ deep voice is heard the banks will take the alarm—they will 
public favor, they will make a merit of necessity, and re- 
atonce, It only requires that the public voice be heard 
will be obeyed. / You may patch up the laws as much as 
tease: you may wall in the District with bank paper, and 
anly effect would be to create the more urgent and impera- 
essity fora return to specie payments. It is said this 
come aparty question. Itis only a party question as 
politicians; the people of this couatry are unanimous 
of resumption. And they will have resumption.) If 
inot have it by representation, they will have it by a 
er power, which is within their own hands. 
these outrages have been tolerated too long. We all 
ow it has been in many of the States. even where the 
s professed to be in favor of resamption. The banks 
inued to exert their fascination over a few. Not so 
the uncontaminated West. There the Democracy stood 


^ the world an illustrious example of legislative wisdom 
slative parity. 

LLENSa‘d he did nat design, at this stage of the matter, 
further into this discussion. He would, however, add 
ene or two remarks with regard to the amount of circalation. 
1t was stated on the other side that these banks had annually 
dne business to the amount of $2,090,000, and by excluding 
the branch drafts, there would only ba Ieft anamoust of busi- 
ness not exceediog $50,000. 


The object of the present bill was to extend the duraticn of 


ave now wavering, will soon allow themselves to be led ` 


rom the public will.; They will have at last to yield to the ` 


Hke adamantine walls, sonrning all bank importunities— , 


the proviso contained in the act of 1841—that statutory proviso 
which the wisdom of Congress—ay, the wisdom—the Senator 
used the word wisdom in connection with banking legislation 
~wisdom—and now the same wisdom, acting on the criterion 
of its own former acts, is again to extend this proviso. But 
let us try the wisdom of Congress by another standard, When 
it limited the proviso to the first of March, because the wis: 
siom of Congress saw that there was a necessity for allowing 
some time in order to get rid of the notes of other banks then 
on hand, and now the wisdom of Congress is appeased to, to 
annul their former wisdom, which declared that there 
should be a limitation of the time allowed to the banks for this 
purpose. He would forbear saying more at present. The bill 
would pass. It was notin the power of mortal to prevent it. 
Gentlemen would, no doubt, proceed in all honesty and since- 
rity in their vote upon this question, but- the truth was, they 
had so long habituated themselves to contemplate bank suspen» 
sions with indifference, that it would be impossible to expect 
from them a different course. i i 
Mr. KERR next obtained the floor, and, without proceeding, 
yielced toa motion to adjourn; which was agreed to. 
And the Senate, at four o’clock, adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, March 7, 1842, : 
The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. 
Hon. Josera L, Warts, of Indiana, whohas,up to the pre 
sent time, been detained at his distant home by serious indis- 
position, appeared this day, and took his seat, 


RATIO OF REPRESENTATION. 

On leave given, Mr. EVERETT laid on the table, with a view 
to have printed, an amendment to the Apportionment bin here. 
tofore reported from the select commiuee of which Mr. Evs- 
RETT was chairman; which amendment proposes to strike out 
(the ratio of ) 68,000, and insert 50,391, (constituting a House of 
305 members, under which the present represeniation of no 
State wil! be decreased :) and (witha view to testthe sense of 
the committee between a Jow and a high ratio) Mr. E. gave no- 
tice that he will hereafter move to amend the amendment by 
striking out 50,391 and inserting 70,680, (constituting a House 
of 217 members.) 


; | 
vox 50,391 | 70,680 
: | 
Maine . . . 9 | 482741 7 | 7,083 
New Hampshire - - ‘5 | 82,619} 4] 1,854 

Habel ent - - 14 | 32,225 | 10 | 30,899 
Rhode Island ` . 2j 8046; 1 | 33,148 
Connecticut : - 6| 7,652; 4 | 27285 
Vermont - : : 5 | 39,9931 4) 9.228 
New York - . . 48 | 12,15) | 84 | 25,799 
New Jersey . . - | 7] 19306 | 5 | 19,636 
Pennsylvania i - | 34 | 10,713 | 24 | 27,687 
Delaware - . - | 1} 26,652) 1 6,363 
Maryland > - i „8J 30,996 | 6 | 10,044 
Virginia - ` - | 21 | 1,691! 15 2 
North Carolina - . 13 { 9! 18972 
South Carolina - . 9 | 10.064} G6 |} 39,503 
Georgia. - - - lL | 24.718) 8 | 13574 
Alabama -` - a 9} 358241 6 | 65,263 
Mississippi - - . 5 | 45.6121 41] 14.847 
Louisiana - . - 5| 33,075) 4 2,310 
Tennessee - - . 321 | 10 | 49,186 
Kentucky - - . 1.451 i 10 125 
Ohio 5 : z 7,736 | 21 | 35,186 
Indiana - š - i 39,782 i 9 | 49745 
Ilinois -~ ; 3 ! 22532! 6] 51,971 
Missouri - i - T205 7,006 
Arkansas - T - 39,209 : 1 | 18,920 
Michigan - ` Me, 10,703 | 3 22 

(805 | 539,718 RAKA 570,816 

| |1070 i 8 08 

ye 


The amendment and table were ordered to be printed. 

On leave given, petitions and memorials were presented by 
the following gentlemen, and appropriately referred: 

Mr. FESSENDEN, of Maine, presented the petition of 
John Merryman and others, fora light-house on Mark island, 
Maine. 

Mr. WARREN, of Georgia. 

Mr. SHIELDS, of Alabama. [who presented a. memorial on 
the subject of steamboat explosions, in connection with which 
memorial Mr. S, offered the foliowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be requested to 
cause an examination to be made of the invention of Thomas 
S. Easton, for the prevention of steam-boiler explosions, and 
the results of said examinations to be reported tothis House, with 
such observations as may seem to him to be proper touching the 
efficacy of said invention, and its adaptation tothe accomplish- 
ment of the purpnses intended, 

The resolution was modified atthe suggestionof Mr. W. W. 
IRWIN, so as to insert the words “together with anyother in- 
vention submitted to him,”? 

Mr. UNDERWOOD moved that the memorial be referred to 
the select committee heretofore appointed onthe subject of 
steamboat navigation, and that it be printed. 

And it was ordered accordingly.) 

Mr. BARNARD ed leave at this time to offer the resolu. 
tion heretofore cfe 0 be presented by him, but not received, 
in relation to the rearrangement of the fall with a view to the 
transaction of the public business. 

Objection was ade. 

Mr. BARNARD asked the S; 
mave a suepension of the rules 

‘the SPEAKER said no; because the House was already en- 
gagelin business under a suspensi n of the rule ordered on 
Friday last. to wit, the report of the Select Committee on the 
subject. of the Contingent Exnenses of the Hones, 

GENERAL RETRENCHMENT COMMITTEE. 

Bir. GILMER, from the Select Committee on Retrenchment, 
appointed under a resolution of the Toure of June 17, 1841, 
roseand asked leave at this time to make a report in part. 

No objection being made— 

Mr. G. presented a report in part, (whic! was read,) and 
which concludes with the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Select Committee on Retrenchment hays 


aker ifit would be in order to 


ote 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Jeave to sit duriag the sessions of the House, and 
for and examine-persons and papers, 

The-resolation was adopted without debate or 
the report was ordered to be prinied. 

_, RETRENCHMENT REPORT. i 

The unfinished business of Saturday (under the ‘suspedsion 
of the rule above referred to) was the eleventh of the series of 
resolutions heretofore reporied by Mr. Summers, from the Se- 
tect Committea on Retrenchment in the Cusungentexpenses 
of the House, and which (under its various modificatidys of Sa- 
turday) read as fullows: 

Resolved, That henceforth it shail be a standing rule of the 
House thata committee be appointed, consisting of three mem- 
bers, to be demoninated the Committee on Printing, whose duty 
it shall be to examine all papers, documents, taps, charts, and 
drawings of every description whatever, which it may be pro- 
posed to have printed, engraved, ar iithographed, except mes- 
sages, reports, and.statements from the various offices and De- 
partments of the Government required by Jaw or usage to be 
furnished the :.ouse, reports from committees of the House, 
and bills aad resolutions; and to report whether, in their opinion, 
the public interest requires that such paper, document, map, 
chart or drawing, or oiher matter, should be printed or pub- 

-lished for the use of the House or the country; and, for that pur- 
pose, every such paper, document, or other matter, when pre- 
sented to the House, if asked to be printed, shall be considered 
as referred to said committee, without any specific motion of 
reference; and no order to print or publish such matter shall be 
made by the House unless an examination thereof, as aforesaid, 
syall have been previously made, 

Which said resolution Mr. ArxoLD had moved to amend by 
adding the following words: 

“And that no box, trunk, or chest, or any other reecptacle for 
boxes, or tin Cases for maps, shall be hereafier furnished at the 
public expense.” 

The previous question had been ordered on Saturday, and, 
pending the question on ordering the main question, the House 
had adjourned. j 

And the question new recurring, “thall the main question 
(being first on the amendment) be now taken?’ it was decided 
in the affirmative without a division. 

So the main question was oi dered, 

Mr. McKEON and Mr: ARNOLD simultaneously asked the 
yeas and nays on the amendment; but they were refused. 

And the affirmative vote on theamendment having beea taken 


power to send 
% t 


vision, and 


i SR demanded tellers. 

My. ANDREWS of Kentucky inquired of the Speaker 
A ee be in order to move to Jay the amendment on the 
table 

The SPEAKER said yes; but it would take the whole resolu- 
tion with it, should the motion prevail. 

Mi. ANDREWS moved that the resolution and amendment 
be laid on the tabie, and asked the yeas and nays on that mo- 
tion; which were ordered, and, being taken, resulted as follows: 
yeas 35, nays 157. : g 
E the resolution and amendment were not laid on the ta- 

e. 

And the question yecurring on the amendment, Mr. AR- 
NODO modified it by adding at the end thereof the following 
words, 

“And that the persons engaged in that eniployment be dismiss- 
etl from tie service of the House.” 

Aftera brief conversation— 

Mr. ARNOLD expressed the hope that the House would now 
grant the yeas and nays on his modified amendment. 

‘The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman demand the yeas and 
mys on the amendment? 

Mr ARNOLD said he dit. 

And the yeas and nays were thereupon ordered, and, being 
taken, resulted as follows: yeas 114, nays 70. 

Sı the amendment was agreed to. 

And the question recurring on the adeption of the resolution 
as amended— 

s JMMERS asked the yeas and naya. 
X A. COOPER moved to lay the resolation, as amend 
ed, on the table. 

Mr. SUMMERS asked the yeas and nays; which were or 
dered. 

Mr. BULLER of Kentusky cclled for the reading of the reso- 
lution as amended; whick having been read— 

Tne question on the motion of Mr, M. A, Cooper was taken, 
and decided in the negative: Yeas 85. nays 103. 

Sa the resolution and amendment were vot laid on the table. 

The question recurring on the adoption of the resolution— 

Mr. FURNEY asked the yeas and nays; which were or- 


dered. : a 
Mr. BIDLACK desired snch a division of the resolution as 
inst referring the print- 


woul l enable him to record his vate aga! 
ing toa committee, í 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman could attain his object 
hy voting against the resolution. ` 

Mr. CLIFFORD inquired of the Speaker whether the resolu- 
Gon could not be divided so as to take the question separately 
upon that part of it which izes the committee fo report 
ot any time? "Po thath n the ground that it would 
interrnptall the regulu ba f the business ofthe session, 
enabling a few members, if desirous of doing se, to com 
e the whole time of the ITouse in useless debates upon the 
verons questions that must daily a on the reports from 
Under the circumstances, if no modification 
ieved it safer to vote 
2 16 was in favor of re- 
trenshmentin the expenses of pablic printing, and in favor of 
to the members, 
smendments in case 


discontinuing the ailowance of boxes, 
"These reforms might be provided for by £ 
this objectionable resolution should acted. Tie was satis- 
fie lihat the resolution, in its preser e. would lead to great 
confustan, anda vaste of (imeand money than all the 
contemplated re e. Ee should therefore feel 
constrained to vote against it. 

The SPEAKER said thata division could not be made, as 
the proposition would not then stand aga substantive propost 
er the question, “Shall the resolution, “as amended, be 
adopted?” was then taken, and decided in the negative, as fol- 
lows: . 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Landaf W. Andrews, Sherlock J. 
Andrews, Arnold, Atherton, Baker. Beeson, Bidlack, Blair, 
Boardman, Borden, Briggs, Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, 
Charles Brown, J. Brown, Burke, Thos J. Campbell, Ca- 


ruthers, Casey, John ©. C'ark, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, 
Garrett Davis, Dean, Fillmore, Fornance, A. L. Foster, Gamble, 
Gentry, Goggin, Patrick G. Gooder Green, Hall, Halsted, 
William S. Hastings,Hays, Henry, Hopkins, Houston, Jo- 
seph R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, W. W. Irwin, Cave Johnson, 
John P. Kennedy, Abraham McClellan, McKay, McKeon, 
Sampson Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Moore, 
Morgan, Morris, Osborne, Owsley, Poweil, Benjamin Randall, 
Alexander Randall, Randolph, Ridgway, Rodney, William 
Kussell, J. M. Russell, Simonton, T. Smith, W. Smith, Stanly, 
Stokely, Stratton, John T. Siuart, Summers, Sweney, John B. 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Triplett, Trumbull, Turney, Under- 
wood, Van Rensselaer, Warren, Washington, Watterson, Ju- 
seph L. White, Thomas W. Williams, and Augustus Young 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Aycrigg, Babcock, Barnard, Barton, 
Black, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, William Builer, Green W. 
Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, John Campbell, Carey, 
Childs, Clifford,Clinton, Coles, Colquit, James Cooper, Mark A. 
Cooper, Cushing, Richard D. Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Doan, 
Eastman, John Edwards, Egbert, Everett, Ferris, Fessenden, 
John G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Gates, Gerry, Giddings, 
Gilmer, William O. Goode, Gordon, Granger, Gustine, Ha- 
bersham, John Hastings, Holmes, Hubard, Hunter, Charles 
J. Ingersoll, Jack, James, W. C. Johnson, Keim, andrew Ken- 
nedy, Lewis, Linn, Littlefield, Lowell, Robert McClellan, 
Mallory, Alfred Marshall, Thomas F. Marshall, John fhomp- 
son Mason, Mathews, Medill, Newhaid, Oliver, Parmenter, 
Partridge, Pearce, Pickens, Proffit, Rayner, Reding, Reynolds, 
Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, Saltonstall, Shaw, Snyder, Sieenrod, 
Alexander H. H, Stuart, Taliaferro, Richard W. Thompson, 
Jacob Thompson, Toland, Tomlinson, Van Buren, Wallace, 
Ward, Westbrook, Edward D. White, James W. Williams, 
Christopher H. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Winthrop, and 
Wise.—97. ; 

So the resolution, as amended, wasrejected. 

And the J 2th and jasi resolution being under consideration, in 
the words following, to wil: 

Resolved, That it be hereafter a- standing rule of the 
House that no extra compensation be allowed to any officer, 
messenger, page, laborer, of other person in the service of 
the House, or engaged in or about the public grounds and 
Suildings— 

Mr. McKAY offered an amendment in relation to the public 
printing, which the SpHaKER pronounced irrelevant to the ob- 
ject of the resolution before the House, but suggested that 
the gentleman could offer it by general acquiescence when all 
the resolutions reported by the committee had been passed 
upon. . 

are McKAY withdrew his amendment for the present. 

And the question recurring on the resolution— 

Mr. BRIGGS offered the foliowing proviso as an amend- 
ment: : 

Provided, That so much ofthe foregoing resolutions as fix 
the number of clerks, messengers, and pages, shall go into ape- 
ration from and after the close of the present session of Con- 
gress. li, however, any of the pages, under the existing rules 
or resolutions, shall go out ofemploymeant betore the close of 
the session, their places shall not be filled so as to make the 
whole exceed the number provided for by the resolution re- 
ported by the committee. A 

Mr. HALL offered the foilowing as amendment to the amend- 
ment: 

Anil that hereafter it shall also be a stading rule of the House 
that no person shall be an officer of the House, or continue in 
its employment, who shall be an agent for the prosecution of 
any claim against the Government, or be interested in any such 
claim otherwise than as an original claimant; and that it shall 
be the duty ofthe Committee of Accounts to inquire into and 
report the House any violations of this rule. 

Which was agreed to. | 

And the question recurring on the amendment— 

Mr. WILLIAM COST JOHNSON moved to amend itby 


instructing the Sergeant-at-Arms to cause the desks to bere- 


moved from the Hall at the earliest practicable mement. 

Some conversation followed as to whether Mr, J’s amend- 
ment was in order, in which Messrs. UNDERWOOD and 
JOHNSON participated. is 

And the SPEAKER decided that the amendment was in- 
congruous with the main question, being on a totally different 
subject, à E 

Mr. JOHNSON withdrew the amendment. 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the resolution and amend- 
ments were then, with a view to a general provision being in- 
troduced into the appropriation bill, laid on the table. 

The resolutions ofthe committee were thus disposed of, 

Mr. McKAY then (objection being made) moved to sna- 
pend the rule for the purpose of introducing the foliowing reso- 
lution. 

Resolved, further, That when any message, report, or other 
document, Commu ted to both Houses of Congr shal] be 
ordered to be printed by the House, the Clerk shal certain 
whether the same has been previously ordeced to b+ printed by 
the Renate; if so, the copies will be furnished by the printer to 
the Senate for the use of the House, under the joint resolution 
of the two Houses now in force, as it may be modified by the 
resolution of the Senate; and when the same personshal! be 
printer to both Houses of Congress, and “any message, report, 
or other document, shall be communicated to both Houses, and 
priated for the use of the Senate, and an addisional numberof 
copies thersof shall be ordered to be printed for the House, the 
printer shail charge for the same at the rate allowed for press- 
work, including paper, foldiag, stitching, and excluding com- 
position. Provided, That the committee appointed to control 
and audit the contingent expenses be, and they are hereby, au- 
thorized to allow the printer for composition for documents 
printed by the House in all cases where such composition has 
been necessarily performed. , 

[Pending this motion to suspend, some conversation took 
place between Mr. UNDERWOOD and the SPEAKER, 
which resulted in a motion by Mr. U. that he be permitted at 
this time tooffer such an amendment to the resolation which 
nee ta hor-es and mail carts, as would provide that 
z therein contained should be construed to iateviére 
with the contract heretofore made between the Ccorkeeper and 
Joba Lee. k i 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia objected.} 

Mr. MeK AY insisted on his motion to suspend the rules. 


Mr. ATRERTON asked. the yeas and nays on that mo- 
tion; which were ordered, and, being taken,, were—yeas 108, 
nays 69. 


| 


. him to offer the following resolution: 


So, two-thirds not 
pended. ` as : : 
REMOVAL OF THE DESKS: : 

Mr. W.C. JOHNSON (objection being made) moved that the. 
rales of the House be suspended for the purpose of enabling 


‘voting ‘therefor, 


Resolved, That the Doorkéeper be. directed to remove the. 
desks on thé flvorof the Hall at the. earliest‘ practicable i 
ment. : = ga 

Mr. McKEON asked the yeas and nayson that motion; which 
were ordered. ? 3 / * 

Mr. BARNARD held’ some conversation with Mr. JO. 
SON as to the acceptance, on the part of the latter gentleman,’ 
of the proposition heretofore offered by Mr. B. providing for a 
survey of the fall, &c. as a modification of his: (Mr. J’s). pror 
position. ` ee 

The SPEAKER suggested that, if the rules should. be sus. 
pended, the gentleman irom New York [Mr. BARNARD] ‘could 
offer his proposition as an amendment to the reeotudion., : 

The question on the motion to suspend the rules was then” tar 

-ken and decided in the negative—yeas 74, nays 93, ‘ 

So the rules were not suspended, : 

GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

After some conversation, the House, on motion of Mr. FILL. 
MORE, resolved itsetf into Committee of the Whole ou the state 
ofthe Union, (Mr. Brices.sof Massachusetts, in the chatr,) and 
resumed the consideration of the bill making apprepriations for 


-the civil and diplomatic expenses of the Government forthe 


year 1842. . 

When the committee rose on a former day, Mr. G.. Davis 
had moved an amendment to the item No. 15, in relation to the 
contingent expenses of the State Department; which amend: 
ment is in the following words: ee z 

“and all other job printing, binding, and stationery, in any. 
way touching the Departments, or in any business connected 
with them, shall in like manner be let in the saine way by the 
officer having the charge of the same; and the lawsof the United 
States and alf advertisements and other printing pertaining ta, * 
the public service to be done in any newspaper, shall be printed 
and published in the newspaper or newspapers of the place 
where such publication may be made, which shall in no case 
exceed three Insertions in the paper inteniled for country circus 
lation, and may, when deemed necessary, be extended to two 
papers published 1m the same place, having the largest number 
of subscribers, to be verified Ly the affidavit of the editor or edi- 
tors of the papet making such publication, and aleo of the edi- 
tors of such other papers as may propose to make the same. 

“And provided fur ther, That nothing herein contained shalt 
be construed to repeal the provisioa of any existing law which 
authorizes the Secretary of State to discontinue the publication 
of the laws in any newspaper for cause, and which forbids again 
the employment of the proprietor, of any newspaper go discon- 
tinued to publish the laws of the United States.” f 

Which said amendment Mr. Wise had moved to amend by 
proposing that the Secretary of State should cause to be erect. 
ed, somewhere on the public gronnds, a plain, substantial brick 
building, nat to cost over $10 000, to contain steam presses for 
the use of Government, and be furnished with founts of types, 
&c. not to exceed in cost $50,000, and tw appoint a pubs 
lic printer at a salary of $1,500, whose duty should be to pur- 
chase materials and employ laborers at {he usual prices. The 
whole to be conducted under the superintendence of the Vice 
President and heads of Departments, at Governinent expense. 
And as soon as the new establishment was prepared to go in‘o 
operation, thenceforward no editor of a paper or private printer 
to do the printing of the Government. ` 

And, the question being on the amendment to the amend- 
ment, and Mr. Wise being entitled to the floor, 

Mr. FILLMORE raised the point of order that the amend. 
ment was out of order, on the clause to which it was offered, and 
which was merely an appropriation for the contingent and inei- 
dental expenses of the State Department, whereas this was a 
different subject, proposing. to provide another plan for the 
printing of Congress than that now established by law. The 
amendment was entirely out of order, and not relevant to the 
subject of this clause. 

Mr, WISE said it was an amendment to the amendment of 
the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. G. Davis] which related to 
the subject of printing. 

The CHAIRMAN decided that, under two former decisions 
of the committee admitting the proposition of the gentleman 
from Kentucky, [Mr. G. Davis,] the amendment of the gentle. 
main from Virginia (Mr, Wisi] was in order, although his own 
judgment was that both the arnendments were out of order, aa 
going to change existing Jaws. 

Mr. FILLMORE said that, in order t test the sense of the 
committee on this subject, he felt constrained to take an appeal 
from the decision of the Chairman. 

The appeal was briefly debated by Messrs. WISE and G, 
DAVIS. os ; 

The question, “Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the 
judgmentof the House?” was then taken by, tellers, who re. 
poried—ayes 61, noes 55. No quornm. 

The committee rose, and reported that fact to the House. 

And, on motionof Mr. WISE, 

The {fouse adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Turspay, March 8, 1942. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before. the Senate the resolu 
tions of the Legislative Councils of fowa relating to the boun- 
dary fine between that Territory and the State of Missouri; 
which, on motion of Mr. LINN, was referred to the Jadiciary 
Committee. k ; f 

Also, from the War Department, in compliance with a reso- 
tution of the Senate of the 24th January, enclosing areport on 
the survey of the boundary between Michigan and Wisconsin. 

Also, from the Commissioner of the General Land Office, in 
reply to a resolution adopted on the 3d instant, calling for a state- 
ment of the statement of the names of such eariy settlers in the 
Iinols country as were not confirmed by the Governor of the 
"Territory inthe full quantity of four hurdred acres of land; 
aiso, in reply to aresolution of the 3d instant, in relatien to the 
hoard of commissioners appointed in 1836 to investigate private 
land claims in Missouri, and showing what has been the prac- 
tice of the Department under such survey; which was, on moa 
tion of Mr. LINN, referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

Also, a 
lution, showing the 
station, etc. 


from the Navy Department, in compliance with a reso- 
amount expended at the Pensacola naval 


Mr: CHOATE presented a memorial from. Ipswich, _Massa- 
chusetis, in favor of the repeal of the Bankrupt law. 

On motion ef Mr; WILLIAMS, it was., ie 

Ordered, Thatthe petition and papers of Andrew Forrest be 
taken from (he files;.and referred to the Committee. on Naval 
Affairs "eS ? 

Mr. ARCHER presented a. memorial from iron masters in 


- Lexington; Va. praying the in:position of such amount of du- 


` 


ties on that acci¢le. as will afford them security and protection 
against foreign: competition: referred to. the Committee on 
Manufactures, - : 

Mre TALLMADGE, presented the memorial, of merchants, 
manufacturers, mechanics and others of the county of. Phila- 
delphia, asking Congress to establish a sound circulating me- 
dium, and recommending the Exchequer plan as the best to ac- 
complish that object, and to equalize exchanges. 

Mr. BARROW presented the resolutions of the Legislature 
of Louisiana, requesting an appropriation to complete the sur- 
veys of the public lands in that State, and urging the propriety 
of the eaily sale of said lands: referred to the Committee on 
the Public Lands.’ 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of William B. Mc- 

, Martrie, praying to be indemnified for losses sustained in conse- 
quence of the sudden revocation of his appointment asa mem- 
ber of the scientific corps attached to the South Sea Exploring 
Expedition, Mr. B. said some of the gentlemen of that corps 
had been very bagly treated; that they had incurred heavy 
losses by the course of conduct pursued towards them. The 
time had come, he hoped, when they will be reimbursed for 
those losses: referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. BERRIEN presented the petition of John K. Rodgers, a 
Cherokee Indian, praying that ‘the value of certain imp-ove- 
menis on his land may be paid him according to the provisions 
of the treaty of New Echota between the United States and the 
Cherokees; also, a petition of Lewis Ralston, another Chero- 
kee, similar to the above: referred to the Committes on Indian 
Affairs. x: 

Mr. B. from the Committee on the Judiciary, reported a bill 
to provide further remedial justice in courts of the United States; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. . [This bill 
makes provision for the object contemplated in the message of 
the President of the United States below.] 

Also, reported back from’ the same committe, with an 
amendment, the bil} further supplementary to an act, entitled 
an “act to establish judicial courts of the United States,” passed 
24th September, 1787. ; 

MISREPRESENTATION CORRECTED. 

Mr, CLAY said that when he cameto the Senate to-day, be 

was not very well, but was filled with indignation at a matter 
which was brought to his notice by a friend. The Senate would 
do him: the justice to testify that he did not pay any attention to 
newspaper paragraphs, but the oneto which he would allude 
was sò sh Cking, so atrocious, that ke could” not, in justice to 
his feelings, remain silent, especially as injustice had been done, 
not so much to himself as toa friend. In the course of the pre- 
sentation of two petitions yesterday, he had occasion to say that 
one of them was from a number of ladies residing at Rahway, 
New Jersey,and that the other emanated from citizens of 
Pennsylvania, He was reproached by the Senator from that 
State for. not having afforded him (Mr. BUCHANAN) an opportu- 
nity of saying something about the petition from the ladies, 
Now it would be recollected thathe replied that he had not done 
80 because it wasnota proper subject for his deliberation, be- 
cause he (Mr. Buonawan] after having lived a certain number 
of years, had never taken any lady under his protection! Rut 
„a newspaper reporter had represented him as having assigned 
to the Senator from Pennsylvania the extraordinary age of filty- 
ivel! He called upon every grave Senator and upon every 
lady in the gallery who heard him, to testify whether he made 
any suchremark, He believed that he said thirty-six years and 
upwards. [Laughter,] i 

Mr. BUCHANAN expressed his high gratification with the 
unexpected apology which he had just received from the Senator 
(Mr. Cray) for a most grievons insult, The Senator and him- 
self had had many passages of arms on this floor; but never be- 
fore had he (Mr. B ) felt.it so imyeriously necessary to cal! him 
to the Held of honor for any thing he had’ said in the course of 
debate, The injury to him might have been as serious as the in- 
sult was outrageous, The assertion from so high an authority 
that he (Mr. B.) was filty-five and upwards, might bave destroy- 
ed all his future prospects in life. Ie was happy, however, 
to acknowledge that theapology was prompt, maniy and une: 
quivocal, and le{tna stain whatever upon his character. Te 
hoped, therefore, that the friendly relations which had hereto- 
fore existe between them would be cordially restored. Ag to 
the charge of the Senator that he (Mr. B.) was thirty six and up- 
wards, he would cheerfully confess the soft impeachment. 

On motion of Mr. LINN, the motion to print three thousand 
copies extra of the report of the Commissioner of Patents, which 
had boen at his instance laid on the table, was taken up and 
agreed ta. ` 

Mr. WRIGHT presented resolations adopted by the Cham. 
ber of Commerce of New York, on the subject of the survey of 
the coast, under Mr, Hassler, and in favor of continuing the 
appropriations to that object: referred to the Committee on 
Finance. , 

Also, presented the petition of Alexander Thompson, a soldier 
inthe Revolutionary war, asking that his name might be 
placed on the pension roll: referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions, 

On mation of Mr. PRENTISS, the Committee on Pensions 
was discharged from the further consideration of the claim to a 
pension of Margaretta A, Askins, 

Mr. CLAYTON, from the Committee on the Judiciary, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of William Hull, deceased, which 
was read and ordered to a second reading; and the report ac- 
companying to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the Committee of Pensions was 
discharged from the further consideration of the petition of 
Jacob Park. 


On motion of Mc. SEVIER, it was 


Resolved, That the Cominiitee on Indian Afairs be instruct. 
ed to inquire into the expediency of providing by law for the 
settlement ofthe accounts of Simeon Buckner. late contractor 
for transporting the Chickasaw Indians from Memphis, Ten- 
ness-e,-to their new home.west. of Arkansas. 

r. WHITE, from'the'Committee on Indian Affairs, reported 
ë bill to anthorize the: etary of War to adjust and pay to 
Benjamin Murphy of A as, the value of his corn, catde, 
and hogs taken Dy- the: Cherokee ladians in the month of De- 


| 'cémber,; 1828; which was read and ordered to -a second read- 


ing. - : : : : 
Sa motion of Mr. WHIBE, leave was granted to withdraw 
from the files the papers of William Polk. 
Mr. GRAIIAM, from the Committee on Pensions, made an 
adverse reporton the petivon of John Steuart for a pension. 
-Mr, BATES, from the Committee.on Pensions, made adverse 


reports on the claims for pensions by Rache! Morey, Joseph 


Bartlett, Alpheus Deming, and Luther Hiliard; which were or- 
dered to lie on the table and be printed. — - 

-On motion of Mr. PORTER, itwas ordered that the memo- 
rial of Ezra St. John, be taken from the files ofthe Senate and 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

The following adverse reports of committees were taken up 
and concurred in by the Senate, viz: 

The report of the Commitee on Revolutionary Pensions, in 
the case of John and Henry Banks; ofthe Committee on Private 
Land Claims, in the cases of ihe representatives of Louis La 
Beaume, the administrators of Richard C. Allen, of A. H. 
Evans, and of the administrators of John Teackle, deceased. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. then Jaid before the Senate the 
following message from the President of the United States: 

To the Senate: 

in my message of the 7th December, I suggested to Congress 
the propriety, and in some degree the necessity of making pro- 
per provision by Jaw, within the pale of the. Constitution, for 
the removal at their commencement, and at the option of the 
party, of all such cases as might arise in State courts, involving 
national questions, touching the faithful observance and dis- 
charge of the international obligations of the United States from 
such State tribunal to the Federal judiciary. I am urged to 
repeat at this time this recommendation, by the receint of intel- 
ligence upon which I rely, that a subject of Great Britain, re- 
sidiag in Upper Canada, has been arrested upon a charge of 
connection with the expedition fitted out by the Canadian au- 
thorities, by which the “Caroline” was destroyed; and will, in 
all probability, be subjected to trial in State courts of New 
York. It is doubtful whether, in thisstate of things, should his 
discharge be demanded by the British Government, this Go- 
vernment is invested with any control over the subject until the 
case shall have reached.ths court of final resort of the State of 
New York, and been decided in that court; and although such 
delay ought rot, in a national point ef view, to give cause of 
umbrage to Great Britain, yet the prompt and. instant render- 
ing of justice to foreign nations should be placed among our 
highest duties. I cannot, therefore, in consideration of what 
properly became the United States, and in anticipation of any 
demand from a foreign Government for the discharge of one of 
its subjects, forego theduty of repeating my recommendation 
to Congress, for the immediate adoption of some suitable legis- 
lative provision on this subject. JOHN TYLER. 

March 8, 1842. 


Mr. BERRIEN remarked that the Committee on the Indi¥ 
ciary had this day yeported a bill in conformity with the object 
of the message; and, on his motion, the message was ordered.to 
lie on the table, and be printed. h 


THE DISTRICT BANK BILL. i 
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The Senate then proceeded to the consideration of the bfl! to 
suspend, fora limited time, the operation of a portipn ofthe act 
entitled “An act to revive and extend the charters} of ¢ertain 
banks in the District of Columbia,” as follows: f 

Be il enacted by the Senate and House of Represeñtatives 
of the United States ef America in Congress assembled, 
That co much of the act entiled “An act to reviveianfl extend 
the charters of certain banks in the District of Cofupbia,”? ap- 
proved August 25, 1841, as inhibits the banks, in sajGact men- 
toued, from and afier the first day of March, 1842, Pom paying 
cut, or lending outthe notes of any suspended bank, or any pa- 
per currency whatever which is not equivalent to gold and sil- 
ver, snail he, and the same is hereby suspended in Ls operation 
until the first day of March, 1843; provided said banks shall not 
leud or pay out any bank notes which, at the time of such loan 
r pay ment, are not receivable at such bank at parin payment 
of debts. 

The question pending was the motion of Mr. ALLEN to re- 
conxnit the bill to the Committee on the District of Columbia, 
with instructicrs toingnire and report to the Senate whether 
the banks inthe District, or cither of them, have violated their 
charters directly or indirectiy, or in any manner sought to avoid 
any requirements or conditions jn the acto revive and extend 
their charters, approved August, 25, 1841. 

Mr. KERR, who was enutled to the floor from yesterday, 
proceeded at considerable length to express his viewsin relation 
to the bill, and the motion now under consideration. He stated 
that he thought the matter before the Senate one of very nar- 
row bounds, and he would accordingly limit his remarks. Yes- 
terday, when he arose, he felt actuated by the sympathy and 
interest entertained by the State which he had the honor to re- 
present, in relation to the sufferings of the people of this Dis- 
trict. 

The Senate is aware, from the existing law passed on the 
QHrh August, 1841, that the object ofthe present bill isto extend 
the provisions of that law for a year longer tkan the Ist of 
March, 1642, Under the Jaw of last August, the banks of the 
District cannot receive and pay out the notes of banks in cir- 
culation not redeemable in specie. As they cannot pay out 
such gotes, unless at specie par,.it is impossible for them to 
receive such notes; and no otier bemg in circulation, a stop to 
theit business altagetber becomes inevitable, 

The simple object of this bill is, to extendthe time for re- 
ceiving and paying outthe currency in circulation throughout 

the District. And the question before the Senate is, whether it 
is ju-t, reasonable, or constitutional, to grant the request. He 
was very much surprised to find the Senator from Ohio, begin 
continue, and end his speech with a violent denunciaiion of the 
banks of this District, and also of the community of the District 
for not having put down these banks. Sympathizingas he (Mr. 
Kerg} and bis State, did, with the community of the District, he 
felt surprised at the denunciation of the Senator from Ohio. i In 
that denunciation he did not consider the communities of 
either this District or of Maryland, entitled tothe violent re- 
proaches poured out upon them, 

Mr. ALLEN internosed, to explain that what he had said of 
the people of the Disirict was, that he lamented the fact that 
they had suffered themselves to be imposed upon hy those 
banks, while bank officers were seeking their objects in the halls 
of Congress. He did not denounce either the District of Colum- 
bia or its community. 

Mr, KERR declared he had no motive or intention to misre- 
present the Senator, and if he had misconceived him, it must 
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be in consequence of being misled by the vehemence with which - 
the Senator is in the habit of addressing the Senate, 

Mr. KERR then entered into a review of the circumstances 
under which the banks of the District found themselves placed, 
when they deemed it necessary to allow the people of the Dis. - 
trict to petition Congress for an extension of the privileges - 
grante:! in the act of August last. . ae 

He considered the objection urged against the privileges of 
this bill by the Senator fiom Ohio on the grouud of unconstitu- 
tionality, was entirely removed by the fact that the operations 


. authorized by the titi were to be voluntary, both with regard to 


the people af che District and the banks; and that nothing Tes 
quired by the provisions of the bill could in any manner be-con- 
sidered compulsory. . . 7 

He denied that this was a party question;and in proof of this 
he would refer to the perfect indifference manifested by Se- 
nators in relation to the progřess of the bill. In his opinion, 
there had been manifested on his side of the Senate the most 
perfect indifference; but on all sides an absence of party feel- 
ing, except so far as the Senaior’ himself was concerned in de- 
nouncing these hanks. and the peopie of this District for not 
taking part with him in putting down such banks. 

Fe contended that the true source from which all the derange” 
ments of the currency of the country, and inflation of the 
iate banks, were tobe traced, was the withdrawal of the.de- 
ites from the Bank of the United States; buthe wouid not 
nor would he ever again, speak in defence of the Bank of 
the United States. 

He considered the passage of this bi] wonld be butan act of 
bare justice, in common to the banks themselves, and to the 
people of the District, whose salvation from a spurious cur- 
rency,as welas thst of some of the people of the neigh- 


boring counties ef the adjoining States, depended upon 
it. The moment the passage of this bill would 
be tefuscd by Congress, every man in the District or 


neighboring counties of the adjoining States owing money to 
these banks, would be liabieto suit and execucion for his debt, 
and tothe compulsion of paymentin specie. At the same time, 
all others not indebted to the banks would be -free to pay their 
debts to individualsin a depreciated currency 

Much had been said against the wiedom of Congress for au- 
thorizing the suspension of specie payments by these banks. 
He contended that tie motive of Congress was just and proper 
ọn the consideration that the people of this District were enti- 
tled to be p'aced on thesame footing as the people of surround. 
ing States, the communities of which enjoyed the privilege of 
dealing in whatever currency they found best suited to their 
wants and business, 

He next proceeded to consider what were the true features of 
thecase. The act of 41 was, he conceived, a substantive act, 
extending privileges, or seviving those of former charters, He 
conceived the argument of the Senator from Delaware, [Mr. 
Bayarp,] on the particular proviso by which the certificates 
denounced by the Senator from Ohio were authorized, was 
unanswered and unanswerable. He then reviewed the previous 
charters and acts of extension, and commented at Jarge on the 
act of 1841, witha view of showing that the banks had not done 
any thing they were not authorized by law to do. The only 
ground upon which the Senator from Ohio could move the re- 
commitment of the bill, would be that of their violation of any 
provisions ofexisting lws previous to the first of this month. 
Buteven ifthe banks had violated any Jaw, they were liable to 
the District courts authorized to proceed against them for in. 
fractions of their chat ters. 

We considered it but an act ofjustice both to those banks and 
the peaple of this community, to mete out to them the same 
measure of induigerce as the surrounding States had granted 
to their banks and communities, fle asked was there any evis 
dence of these banks having violated the provisions of the act 
of 4!,or of Augus: lasi? In allusion to the remarks of the Se. 
s tothe coercion of banka, he de- 
ated ihe id tutions ought to be put down by 
wis other than those of the legislative avd judiciary powers 
of the country. Tre usted that these uibunalsalone would be 
resorted to for the purpose of correcting any violation of bank 
charters. 

Mr. WRIGHT said he felt that he owed an apology to the 
Senate ior again troubling them with any remarks; and he 
would in some degree atone for trespassing upon their patience 
by endeavoring to make his observations as brief as possible, 
The immediate question before the the Senate, he believed, was 
a proposition to recommit the bill, with specific instructions ta 
the committee to make certain inquiries, and to report the re» 
sult. His own course upon this question would be easily de- 
fined. He would be content with whatever course the majority 
might choose to adept, but with regard to the grounds upon 
which the bill itself was based, the arguments which had been 
advanced in its support had no influence whatever upon hig 
mind, for it was impossible for him to believe thata bank trang. 
acting ite affairs, Ly means of an irredeemable paper, could be- 
blessing or a benefit to any community. On the contrary, he 
believed it to bea positiveand distinct injury. Whenever a 
bank ceased to redeem its paper in specie or in paper equiva: 
Jent to specie, the best disposition that could be made regarding 
ir, wouid be to send it at once imo a state of liquidation, He 
was aware that there was a great diversity of opinion upon this 
point, anda large majority, he regretted to find, speaking in a 
political sense, entertained opinione contrary to his own. Why 
was it that the passage of this bill was pressed, independently 
of the gencral censiderations of allowing banks to do busmess 
while ia a state ofsuspension? because the Senate had expressed 
an opinion adverse to tbe principle of authorizing suspension 
generaily. It was for the purpose, then, of arri iog at the 
result, by a some what different process, that it was proposed 
to sive these banks authority, notio issue their own paper in an 
irredeemable state, but todo what was decidedly worse, to issue 
the inredvemable paper of oiher banka, for which they them: 
selves were respsnsible inno shape whatever. 

Noman could know with certainty as to the crediton which 

rested, as he migni krow, if it were the paper of the banks 
themselves. Ho wouldinfinitely prefer that they should be 
permitted to their ewn paper, while in a state of suspend- 
ed specie payments, rather than continue, as had heretofore 
been the case, to be ostensibly epecie paying banks, while they 
carefully abstain fram issuing any paner which they are bound 
toredeem in specie. Shis bill authorized them to pay the Jas 
borer and the farmer in an irredeemable paper, about which 
they had no responsibihty. Anditwas said that this was ne- 
cessary, if he understood the arguments which had been used 
because the banks have debis due to them, and their debtors 
could not pay them unless they were permitted to pay in thig 


irredeemable paper. Hecould not perceive what they had to 
do with the collection of the debte of the bank. The Senate 
could have no control whatever a3 to the medium in. which 
those debts should be collected, and yet the arguments of the 
Senator from Maryland sccmed to rest upon the injestice which 
these banks would suffer in consequence of receiving the depre- 
ciated notes of other banks at par. 

Mr. KERR rose to explain. His statement, he said, was that 
the banks could not; without injustice to themselves, receive 
that medium of exchange or currency which they were not at 
Viverty to issue as their Own, for whose repayment they would 
be under the necessity of buying specie for that purpose, unless 
this law were passed. i 

Mr. WRIGHT said he was speaking, not of deposites, but of 
the collection of the debts of the banks, aiid if thy chose to col- 
Ject them in a medium which did not happen to he money, they 


were responsible to nobody for that. They had not to pay it- 


back any where. As to the collection of their debis, therefore, 
the provisions of the bill were of no importafice at all. The 
passage of the Dill could not alter their rights of receiving pay- 
Ment in such manner g3 they thought proper. 

Again, they were iold that the bill was necessary. because 
the community want to depositein these hanks this irredeemahle 
description of paper. They wanta place of safe keeping for it. 
Well, did they reqnire this law for that? The community, if 
they please, may deposits their newspapers iu these banks, but 
they would hardly think ef asking Congress to be allowed to 
pay out these newspapers as money. The only question was, 
should these banks, because they receive from ‘their customers 
this depreciated paper, compel the community, through the ac. 
tion of Congress, to receive it from them as money. ‘That was 
the quesifon. Is seemed to be conceded that, as the community 
is flooded with this bad, this depreciated paper, somebody must 
be the loser, unless Congress could be prevailed upon to lega- 
lize it as a currency. The matterseemed to involve a doubt as 
to whether the present holders of the depreciated currency 
should be the losers, for the hanks were pretty likely to take 
care of themselves and avoid loss, or whether Congress should, 
by passing this law, force it upon the citizens here, whose inte- 
rests they were, in an especial manner, bound to protect. If 
Congress shculd abstain from making irredeemable bank pa 
pera currency here, it would be precisely at the option of this 
community to have a good, sound currency, or a bad one.» If 
they choose to refuse these depreciated notes of distant banks, 
they would not be brought here. Andit didnot follow, as a 
necessary consequence, that trade would be at all restricted. 

What had been the fact with regard to other States? 
He had been inforrned, and, he had no doubt, rightly in- 
formed, by a gentleman who was well acquainted with 
the business transactions of one ofthe Western Sta‘es, a State 
in which the currency had been as bud—iie spoke now with refe- 
rence to its depreciation—as (hat of any State inthe Union, that 
a year ago the Legislature of that State attempted to relieve the 
community by issuing a currency, and they accordingly autho- 
rized a large amount of Treasury notes, ifthey might be so 
called, to be issued in notes of a small denomination for the pur- 
pose ofcirculation, and provided ample means for their final 
redemption. But it did notsucceed; the value of the notes fell, 
not so low perhaps as bank paper, but they depreciated ra- 
pidly, and his informant added—and he was one who had an op- 
portunity of speaking from personai knowledge—that the peop'e 
of the State, the men of business, the farmers, (hose who had pro- 
perty tosell. simultaneously and quietly resolved that they would 
take none of the paper currency, neither that of the suspended 
banks nor the depreciated puper of the Siate; and the conse- 
quence was that at the close of the season there was not, per- 
haps, a Stato in the Union which possessed a sounder currency 
than the State of Michigan; and this result was produced hy 
the simple resolution on the part of the public not to take ag 
money that which was not equivalent to gold and silver. 

All experience, so far as he had heen able to gather experi- 
ence, proves as clearly as avy proposition could be proved, that 
broken banka, or if tbey pleased, not broken banks but banks 
protected by law from their responsibility to pay thoir notes in 
specie, were not an advantage to a community in any degree 
whatever; and he didnot i the gentlemen 
who advovate the bill intend to argue the contrary, Perhaps 
they would rest their argument upon another ground, that these 
facilities should be granted to the banks because the evils of a 
depreciated currency already exist in the adjoining States, 
and would come vpon us here inevitably whether we take tis 
step or not, $ 

He would now proceed to examine the subject of deposites. 
They were told that it had been already arranged by the bauks 
that their agents should be the recipients of depesites, and that 
Congress was only asked to pat in form of law, and give their 
sanction to institutions which had been already decided upon 
and adopted by the banks, and which would be carried into 
practice by them whether any legisiation took place upon the 
subject or not, Were they, then, so desirous of legislating in 
this very unsound way, to say the leasi of it, aad of voluntwer- 
ing their sanction to that which they were told would he done 
whether that sanction were obtained or not? Next as to ike 
expediency of this inquiry. They had heard a good deal yes. 
terday about a certain description of paper Issued by the 
banks, and put intocirculation as the notes of the banks, which 
Congress, when they pass: law, never contemplated nor 
intended. He had nutseen these certificates, but he understood 
that they purported to represent money actnaliy placed in the 
bank, which wag at all times ready for their redemption, He 
had understood that this newly mannfactured cuxrency had 
been reccived, and paid out by members without being aware 
that they were any other than dona fide bank notes. Itcertainly 
showed that the imitation was a very geod one, and that the 


project itself had been sucessful. The question had been ` 


yaised and debated as to what law it was under which these 
certificates had been issued; it had heen conjectured that it was 
under the law which required the banks to wind up 
their affairs, It was ascertained subsequently that this 
could not be the case, as they bore too recent a date. 
He would be glad to be informed if the banks were not 
in the habit of paying them out at this very dey. Tf this 
were the case, there wasno mar but must admis that it was a 

alpable violation of the law. It certainty seemed to him that 
it would be well to obtain infor-nation upon this subject, and 
ascertain wheihertheir laws which they had passed with con- 
siderable care and with no small consumption of time, were 
obeyed or disregarded by those for whom they were iniended. 
‘With regard to the certificates of deposite, he considered them 
preferable aga currency to that which the bill proposes; be- 
eause, for the payment of those certificates, they were in some 
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degree responsible. The argument, as to time, it appeared to 
him, was urged without much force; for they saw that the 
banks were doing already all that they desire to do, without the 
interventionof Congress. He hoped the motion to recommit 
the bill would prevail. ` 

Mr. BUCHANAN desired to éxpress his decided opinion in 
favor of the immediate resumpiion of specie payments by the 
banks of this District. He was very sorry that none of his 
good friends on this (the Whig) side of the House, had as yet 
risen to advocate the bill, and sustain the two Senators by whom 
it was brought forward, | Messrs. Bavagp and Kerr ] Their ar- 
gumenis had already been so effectually answered by his 
friends from Ohio and New. York, (Messrs. ALLEN and 
Wricut,] that he could have no pretext whatever for speak- 
ing, except to manifest his hearty concurrence in supporting 
the cause ofresumption. ` 

He feared that when the vote should be taken, it would prove 
to bea strict party vote. There were “signs of the times” now 
visible to the naked eye, which had rarely deceived him, suffi- 
cient to convince him that every Whig in the Senate would vote 
for this bill, which, in effect, arrested resumption for a whole 
year, whilst it was absolutely certain that every Democrat mast 
vote against it, orabandon his principles. He therefore believed 
that the Senator from Marytaud (Mr. Kerr} was not far wrong 
in imputing to the Senator fiom Obio (Mr. ALLEN] the sugges- 
tion that this was a party question. Jı had always been so, and 
never could be any thing else. 

He could not refrain from observing that he had been very 
much disappointed in his friend from Delaware, [Mr. Bayann.] 
He had supposed, some days ego, that this gentleman would 
prove to be one of the most strenuous advocates for immediate 
resumption. The Senator trad then discoursed so eloquently 
against broken banks and violated promises, that he had beliey- 
edin hisconversion. ‘that was only theory, however; and he 
was sorry to perceive that when it came to practice, the Sena- 
tor was found to be the advocate of continued suspension, Like 
many other Christians, he did not show his faith by his works. 
Mr. B. still hoped that the conversion of the Senator, though 


gradual, might a! last be complete, and influence his life and _ 


conduct, and that they might yet be found battling on the same 
side. 

He feared that the Senate was about to declare its determi. 
nation in favor of the absoluie suspension of specie payments 
util the first day of March next. No ather construction could 
be placed upon the bil. He would ask, did the banks of this 
District at present pay specie? Did they issue any notes of 
their own? Was there, at this moment, any redeemable cur- 
rency in circulation here? The act of August, 1841, had be- 
come, to all intents and purposes, 2 dead letter; for it was vain 
to say that the banks here should pay specie, whilst, by the 
same Jaw, you conferred upon them unlimited power to‘ deal 
inthe most worthless irreceemable paper of other banks. Un- 
der that act, these banks were obliged to redeem their own cir- 
culation in specie. But what did ihey care for Congress? Any 
buagling contrivance was sufficientto place usat defiance. In- 
steal of issuing their own notes, promising payment, they had 
used checks drawn upon themselves in the form of bank notes, 
and those are redeemable, notin gold and silver, but in any 
current trash which they may have in their possession. In the 
face ofall this, they had very modestly applied for the exten- 
sicn of these privileges during another year; and the Senate 
would grant their request. 

And now what wasthe state of public feeling throughout the 
country on this question? The whole people were moving in 
favor of immediate resumption, under the lead of that great, 
noble State in the West, (Ohio,) whose unawed Democracy bad 
acted with so much promptitude and decision on this subject. 
The remaining States he trusted, would follow this excellent ex- 
ample without delay; indeed he hoped that within eight and forty 
hours,they should receive the welcome intelligence that hisown 
Legislature had piesented to the banks the alternative of “im- 
meate resumption or death.” We was exceedingly grieved 
to find that this Senate, which he was proud to say might com- 
pare withany Legislative Assembly on the earth, was about to 
declare, whilst these salutary mavements were going on all 
around them, that the banks of this Disirict should continse to 
suspend specie rayments for another year, ‘These banks would 
soon, he trusted, stand alone in their glory, and this District 
would become the only place of refuge for broken bank shin- 
plasters. The bill was eminently calculated, he would not say 
intended, to produce this effect. There was no condition in it, 
as there had been in all former bills, requiring the banks here 
to cease deali in ivredeembie, paper, when the banks of 
Maryland and Virginiashould set the example; but it contained 
a broad, unlimited, and unconditional grant of this power until 
the first day of March, one thousand eitht hundred and forty- 
three. Should this bill,in its present form, become a law, they 
would then have alittle suspended District of ten miles square, 
under the exciasive jurisdiction of Congress, whilst they were 
snrrounded on all sides by specie-paying banks. He would 
cal] upon Senators to reflect seriously upon what they were 
about todo. He had never. for hisown part, felt ary desire to 
make experiments on the banks of the District as he would on 
a mouse in an exhausted receiver, for the benefit of the whole 
country. On the contrary. he and other Democratic Senators, 
and he might refer even to his friend from Missouri (Mr. 
Benton] had grantebthem indulgences which he should never 
have been willing to extend to the banks in his own State. 
But the time for such expedients had passed away, and in the 
language of the Senator from Missouri “the glad sound of re- 
sumption was now heard throughout the lang.” Public opinion, 
in this country, was irresistible; and the banks every where 
must now resume or go into liquidation; unless, indeed, this 
District might constitute the exception. A 

What arsuments had we always heard from the friends of 
the su-pended banks? That they ought not ta resume; and why? 
Not for the want of ability; oh! no; but becanse umption 
would compel them to oppress their debtors. It was to save 
the borrowers then from the payment of their debts—these bor- 
rowers who were most frequently the directors and stockhol-l. 
ers of the banks themselves, that the community at Jarge, who 
were ubliged to receive irredeemable paper or get nothing in 
payment for their labor or their property, had been compelled 
tasuffer. In order that the favorites of the banks might be re- 
lieved from pressure, the millions who had no interest whatever 
in theze institutions must endure the penalty. This was a 
true, and not an imaginary picture. 

He believed most solemnly that ifresumption had been en- 
forced in 1839, the country would not have suffered half as 
much asit had done; and the longer it was delayed, the greater 
would bs the suffering. To compel specie payments at once, 
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would-be the dictate of mercy, as weil as justice, to iheopprebs- 
ed millions. . What-had precipitatéd-the city -of “Philadelphia 
from het lofty elevation, and brought her down to, ber: present 
level? ‘It, was nothing on the earth but the refusal’ of the: Legia« 
lature of Pennsylvania, at the proper time,to compel the banks 
to resume specie payments. When the banks of, that city sbs- 
pended, in October, 1989, it fell upon us like aclap of thunder 
from a cloudiesssky. She-was then ina state-of comparative 
prosperity. Forcign exchanges were then in our favor.: Spe- 
Cie. was not demanded for exportation.: There was no.extraor- 
Givary pressure felt. Every thing was. calm as a. stimme% 
morning. - Atihe meeting of the banks in Philadelphia, nine 
voted against the suspension, whilst. five only, including the 
Bank of the United States, voted in its favor. Inthe face of this 
vote, the great monster issued its mandate in favor oF. suepen- 
sion, and on the very next morning, in order. to save it dim 
t immediate ruin, all the other banks, distegarding the ‘interests 
of their stockholders aud the Carmmunity, followed its examp ey 
and thus declared themselves willing to share ita fate, There 
banks were then under no absolute necessity le suspend; but 
in less than six months from the time this unfortun te. step 
was taken, they became completely powerless and could net 
have resumed even if they would. Having agreed to. live or 
die withthe Bank of the United States, they could not réfuse to 
receive its notes in payment of debts or on deposite. Its 
desperate condition compelled it to issue its notes ,in jarge 
quantities; and they soon became the chief medium ofcirculation 
in the city and county of Philadelphia, and throughout many 
portions of the country. The Senator from Missouri had ii,- 
form#d us that it sent its agents to the utmost extremities of 
the Union, loaded with its irredeemable notes, who. captured 
-the goldand silver with them. This they sent to. Europe, to 
g tisfy their creditors there. In the. mean time, the Bank: of, 
the United States was becoming more .and more. indebted 
every day to the other banks of Philadelphia. for-its notes: re- 
ceived by them in payment of debts and on deposite; untilat 
last they were reduced to their present lamentable condition. 
Had the Legislature promptly, at their next meeting after Oc- 
tober, 1839, compelled resumption, this wouid have arrested 
the other banks in this ruinous career, and saved the people of 
the country from the curse of suffering two years under. an 
irredeemable currency. Had this been done, the city of Phila- 
deiphia would now be standing on that proud and lofty emi- 
nence which he trusted she was soon destined toregain. In 
the mean time, her trade had languished, and a great portion 
of it had been transferred to New Yor, where the specie siar- 
dard had been preserved. ‘Ihe days of her prosperity would 
soon again return, because her people now felt the truth of 
the maxim, in its full force, that honesty wae the best po- 
licy, in regard to banks as well as individuals; and they 
would compel their banks to act upon this principle, whe- 
ther the resumption bill should pass or not. He meant, of 
course, that this compulsion would be of a legal and consti 
tutional character. ‘ 

As to this bil], he thought they could scarcely do a worse.act 
than to pass it: and he could assure the Senator from Delaware 
Mr. Bavann] that its reyection would do the barke of this Dis- 
trict no possible injury. They would not regart the existin 
law a button, Whether passed or rejected, their conduct woul 
be precisely the same, Their ingenuity is such that you can- 
not catch them by any Jaw, no matter how precise and positive, 
The truth is, they get along better withoutlaw than with it; be 
cause, to prescribe a law for them is only to impose upon 
them the guilt of violating it by resorting to ame subter. 
fuge; for violate it they will, In anticipation that Congress 
might not grant them the privileges which they ask, ‘hey have 
already made all the necessary arrangements to nullify the act 
of August last. They have already adopted a plan by which 
the cashiers of the respective banks, instead of tho banks them- 
selves, shall continue to deal in this ivredcernabie paper, and 
receive it on deposite, just as though no Jaw existed against it, 
He asked the Senator from Delaware whether this siatement 
was not correct, ` ` Ne 

Mr BAYARD here interposed to offer an explanation, He 
cont! not say whether such an arrangement had been made; 
but it had been proposed as being expedient. The object of the 
bill was to enable them todo under sanction ofl»w that which 
they would be obliged to do by another method if that sanction 
should be withheld. t 

Mr. BUCHANAN. Now this was aglorious argumentin 
favor of the passage of the bill. The banks bad determined in 
the first place to violate the existing law, and therefore th» Jaw 
must. be changed to save them from the necessity of violating 
it, Was uot the Senator’s argument? : 

Mr, BENTON here roseand asked Mr. Buctanay to yield 
him #ie floor that he might move to lay the tilt upon the table. 
A ter the admission which had been mace by ihe Senator from 
Delaware, he thovglit its further considerarion should be sas- 
pended ntil they obtained some informationas to these facts. 

Mr. BAYARD again stated, that it was a mere suggestion 
of an expedient on the part ofthe bank for the purpose of car- 
rying on business for the public accommodation. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he had almost forgot:en where he had 
left off. There was no need for any further information than 
we already possessed on thissubject. The Bank circular which 
had been produced by the Senator from Delaware himself was 
sufficiently positive and explicit. He then asked.ibes or 
from Delaware for this precious document,-ari read} 
Senate. s 


BANK OF THE METROPOLIS, 
a, Washington Feb.: 1; 1842. 

Sin: As the banksin this District are restrained by their char- 
ters irom paying out, after the first of March next, the noles or 
any suspended bank, or any paper which is not’ equivalent to 
goidand silver,l am directed by the Bowd of Directors to in- 
form you, that previous tothat day, whatever balance an cue 
rent notes may remain to your credit in this bank, ie rs 
placed in the bands of Richard Smith, the cashier of ae an 
to be held by him individually, to pay over to you at suc: time, 
and in such amounts, as may suit your convenience, in in js 
similar to those you ilepopitec for the payment of which this 

ark will be responsible. . $ . 
ek ould i bosdesired by you to make further deposites in cur- 
rent funds with Mr. Smith, he will be permitted by the bank 
to receive them; and such deposites being placed in this bank 
by him, will be equally safe to the depositors, as if they had 
been made with the bank direct. y 

Special depasites will be received by the bank as heretofore. 

p I am, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant. 
Now, did not this circular cover the whole ground? not only 
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-that which was passed, but that which was to. come? If this bill 
should not. become a law, what would be the only consequence? 
Simply, that A. B, when he had a deposite to make, or ahy other 
barking business to transact, would goto the cashier of the 
bank, in the bank itself, and make his. deposite, or transact his 
business with him as an individual, and not as cashier, and the 
jaw was at once evaded. A most ingenious expedient, truly ! 
"The Senator, from Delaware had said, in substance, in behalf of 
these banks, “we are determined to violate your law; but we 
would rather not. ‘To save. ourselves frum this necessity, we 
wish you to pass the present bill.’ Asif a man were fo come 
forward and inform you that-he had determined to commit a 
crime: against law, and that you must therefore repeal the law, 
in order to save his conscience. - It was reserved for the banks 
to discover this ingenious argument. 

He (MF. BUCHANAN) yet trusted, although he knew it, was 
hoping against hope, that the Senate might not lend its sanction 
to such a bill. For his own part, he was prepared to come up 
boldly to the work as a party man, and rise or fall in sustaining 
the principles of his party. The day of miserable expedients 
had passed away, he trusted forever. Let us carry out the 
principles we have always professed; let us force a resump- 
lion wherever we have the power, and leave the results to the 
country. 

As 0 the State of Ohio, which had so gloriously asserted its 
independence of bank dictation and bank seduction, we had 
‘been informed by one of her Senators, (Mr. ALLEN] all things 
had moved smoothly along since the resumption bil] had be- 
come a law. Indeed, the banks had wisely anticipated its ope- 
ration. _ He believe that within the space of sixty days after 
the resumption of the banks in any State, the people would 
wonder how they could ever have been deiuded by the syren 
song that resumption would be ruinous to their interests © As 
soon as confideace was restored, the vast amount of specie 
which had been hoarded every where by cautious and prudent 
people would again make. itsappearance, and thus the banks 
themselves would be sustained. 

in whathe had said, and it was not his intention to add any 
thing more, he did not wish to be understou as casting any im. 
putation upon the private character of any of the bankers in 
this District. Far fromit. A system of bank morality seemed 
to be established every where throughout the country, which 
if applied to individuals, these bankers themselves would loudly 
condemn. It was the nature of the calling rather than the na. 
ture of the man which made self interest the pole star of the 
conduct of the bankers. In regard tothe President of the 
Bank of the Metropolis, he would say that he had known him 
jong and known hitn well, and he believed him to be as sound in 
his principles of private conduct as he was correct in his de. 
portmeut of a gentleman of the old school. 

Jle hoped that all his political friends, by their votes and by 
their voices, would sustain the cause of immediate resumption. 
The Whigs would be only acting upon their principles in voting 
for continued cuspension. Let us make up the issue between 
the two parties, and leave the result to the country, 

Mr. WOODBRIVGE said a few words in relation te the 
bank currency of the State of Michigan, and the red back cur- 
ro WIGHT madea f ks in rep! 

T 'GHT madea few remarksin reply, expla'ni 
source of his information as to what he had ee othe 
rency of Michigan, 7 

„Mr. BAYARD entered into an elaborate explanation of the 
circumstances under which the banks of this District required 
the passage of this bill. He had no objection to an amendment 
which might be introduced as an additional proviso, to the ef 
fect that as soon as tho banks of Maryland and Virginia should 
have resumed specie pay ments, the provisions of this act should 
cease. With reference to the observations of the Senator from 
Pennsylvania, as to his advocacy some days ago ofsound doc- 
trines on the subject of bankiag, he would say that his opinions 
and principles were unchanged; and when the general subject 
should come up, it would be found he had not changed, What 
he had advocated with regard to this bill, was in consequence of 
his belief that circumstances overrule general principles ‘and 
authorize ‘exceptions, He next contrasted the circumstances 
governing the State of Ohio, and those governing this District 
with a view of showing that the difference was sd great asto 
justify a different policy. He compared the condition of the 
District to ihat ofa teamster whose harness was broken in the 
midst of bis journey; and the question was, whether he would 
remain in that helpless predicament, or go to work and patch 
up his harness in the best way he could, in view of reaching 
the end of his journey as speedily as possible, 3 

He further reviewed the charters of the banks, and the act: 
for the extension from time to time, and replied to some points 

of arguments made by the Senator from Ohio yesterda con 
tending “that the refusal of Congress ta pass this act aer 
drive the community here into the hands of brokers and shavers 
He commented upon the Senator’s declaration that these banks 
had plundered the community; maintaining that it was only th è 
Senator’s vehomence which had forced him into a belief tha; 
had no grounds to rest upon. He contended that the commu- 
nity of this District were obliged, from the necessity ofthe case 
to receive and pay out this irredeemable currency; and under 
their restringent circumstances, they were glad to zt those cer- 
tificates of deposite. He maintained that he had already shown 
there was no violation of law in this form ot certificate, 

It seemod to him that, as a temporary matter, there ought 
to be no objection to this bill, He never would have consented 
to sustain this bill had he not been satisfied that the peculiar 
circumstances of this District demanded its passage. At 
a suitable time he should be prepared to pursue the proper 
course in relation to a sound system of currency. p 

Mr. WOODBURY said that he would detain the Senate but 
a few moments. 

The motion to commit had hardly been argued at all: yet it 
was firstin order, and was made by a member of this body to 
inquire into agrave complaint of misconduct by a bank asking 
of us a favor. Under such circumstances, before acting on the 
petition for indulgence, should we not first ascertain whether 
the party had violated our former legislation? Let us have 
light: and certainty as to this ja the outset. It is due to the cha- 
racter of the bank, as well as ourselves, the guardian of this 
community. ği 

But going to the meritsof the bill, it seems to me, that all the 
arguments in favor of its provisions have been answered ex- 
cept one, I shall, therefore, confine myself to that one. : All 
agree, on both sides of this chamber, it is hoped, that a currency 
of specie, or the notes of specie paying banks, is to be preferred 
to ‘one discredited and not redeemable in specie. 

This is too plain to need further facts or reasoning. In the 


next-place, it is certain that, though banks like these are re- 
quired to redeem their ows notes in specie, itis not sufficient to 
ensurea sound currency; unless you further require that these 
banks shall not receive br pay out irredeemable notes of other 
banks. For otherwise those irredeemable notes, £o received and 
paid out, will constitute the currency. This is the result. of all 
our experience. It is. virtually admitted by the chairman [Mr. 
Bayarp.} Hence this new bill seems to be proposed in order 
to relieve these banks from that restriction, and to permit them 
to take.and circulate notes discredited and below par. Head- 
mits, if I understand him, that this relief is not right in the ab- 
stract, but contends it is proper and necessary under all the par- 
ticular circumstances of the present case. This is the position 
on which I differ from him, and this alone I shall attempt in a 
very few words to combat. nel : 

Every yéar since the general suspension of specie pay- 
ments in 1837, numerous facts have proved that one State can 
resume, though another does not. One county or district can 
resume, though another doesnot. One city, or one bank in one 
city, though others do not. This District is smal] in territory. 
But its population equals half that of some whole States. The 
idea that we mvst wait for all adjoining is an argument for an 
eterna! suspension. 

All our experience during 1838 and 1839, as well as 1837, 
demonstrates that every State, District, city or bank can 
resume, whenever it is sound, without waiting for the 
rest, 
this of all those under our legislative care. But how is 
theory and political science, on this, as well as expertence? 
It is not what laws the youthful giant Ohio can impose— 
nor what Virginia or Maryland dictaies. No, sir. Jt is what 
the great jaws of trade andof the currency prescribe on this. 
They show every where, and at all times, that specie goes 
where it is wanted or demanded, and cante had to resume, if 
only asked for. It quits these who do no wishit. This is the 
case with ind‘vidualsas well communities. The man who asks 
for specie or its equivalent under bis constitutional rights, ob- 
tains it. So does the bankor people who demand it, or the 
Constitution itself becomes a nullity. 

But it is asked where can the specie be had? It comes, sir, 
as any other commedity, to every place where it is requested, 
or where there isa market for it. Its movements exhibit the 
old operations of supply and demand all the world over. There 
is an ample amount in the country and in the world, Ifone city 
prefers to eat wheat rather than oats—the wheat comes and the 
oats disappear, and go to places which are still content with 
oats. But, say gentlemen, our money here comes from the 
Government, and the Government now paysin a depreciated 
paper. Granted, if you please, for thisargument. Yet the de- 
preciation is smail, though none should be required to lose that. 
This is the root ofasy real evil now, which the community it. 
self cannot at once entirely remove. Formerly, thousands on 
thousands of doliars in speete were brought here by the Trea- 
sucy, and paid out to public creditors as duty required. It was 
often obtained in exchange for Treasury notes. It should be 
now, if not otherwise procurable. ‘fhe Treasury should bear 
the loss, ifany, and not the community. Ifspecie, then, or its 
equivalent, is not paid out here now by the Government, it ought 
to be. We should see to this. e skould look to the con- 
duct of the Treasury as well as of the banks. And if our own 
payments here, by our own agents, are not made in conformity 
to law and the Constitution—-ifthe District and the Government 
are thereby disgraced or discredited, where is the fault? It lies, 
sir, at the doors of Congress, 

Mr. CALHOUN said if he nad no other reason for voting m 
favor of theamendment, and against the bill, incase the amend- 
ment should fail, it was sufficient for him to know thatthe 
banks had been acting for some time past in direct violation of 
law. This fact furnished to hismind an ample reason why the 
bill onght not to pass. He did not intend to examine either of 
the acts which bad been heretofure passed in behalf of the 
banks, further than to ascerta‘n that which was perfectly man- 
ifest upon the very face of this act itself, that it had been the 
intention of Congress that alter the first day of March, 1842, 
thereshould bean end to the circulation of all other deserip- 
tions of currency within this District, than gold and silver, or 
the notes of specie paying banks. Congress, in his opinion, 
should cause its laws to be respected and obeyed; ard whenever 
aviolation of alaw occurred, and they failed to visit the offend- 
ers with some sort of punishment, they would deserve, as in 
this case, that insult should be added to disobedience. But 
there were o her and powerful reasons why the bi!l should 
not pass. In the early period of bank suspensions, in the year 


1837, it had been his opinion that the banks should 
have time allowed them, but that the Legislature 
should take care so to frame their legislation as to, 


prevent a recurrence of suspension. It was the only remedy 
and he firmly believed now that if that course had been adopted 
in 1837, the suspension of 1838 and 1839 would not have oc- 
curred, and the greater part of the evils which had arisen from 
bank suspensions would have been avoided; for he held that 
the country had suffered far more from the subsequent than 
from the first suspension. Their latter acts had done more to. 
wards the overthtow of the banks and the derangement of the 
the currency than any other circumstance whatever. But 
there was now no reason on earth why suspension should be 
continued on the part of {these banks. It was an evil to the 
community, and an evil to the hanks themselves. If he wished 
to destroy the banks, he would say, go on, grant them the privi- 
lege they ask, and the probability was they never would re- 
rume, for they would put it out of their own power to do so 
In his opinion, no further indulgence ought te be granted to 
them, the only effect of which would be to make them still 
worse than they were at present, and to inflict additional injury 
upon the community; and if these observations were true as 
regards banking operations elsewhere, they were eminently 
true in reference to these banks of the District of Columbia. 
where Congress ought, as the immediate guardians of the pub- 
lic interest, to set an example, and enforce immediate resump- 
tion, 5 

But there was another and still more powerful reason why 
he bill should not pass. 

The popuiation of the District, as had been argued, was 
composed of consumers chiefly, whose staple commodity of 
exchange for the articles of consumption, Consists of gald ‘and 
silver, or in such paper as is equivalent to gold and silver, re- 
ceived by them in- payment of their salaries, from the Govern. 
ment; and the only motive which he could imagine asinfluenc- 
ing the banks in endeavoring to establish a local currency dif- 
fering from this standard, was one in the highest degree dis- 
creditable tothem. 3 
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Itis its duty to do this, and it is our duty to require . 


Tie would not prolong the discussion. The commotions 
which had been produced throughout the whole Union by the 
operation of bank suspensions, should be à sufficient warning. 
The great commercial cities, New Orleans, Philadelphia, New 
York, had been successively convulsed by their banks. They 
were now beginning to experience a return to a more sound 
condition in consequence of having taken a more determined 
stand. The neighboring city of Baltimore had recently expe- 
rienced the shock, and it was time that they, who were espe- 
cially responsible in this matter, should at, once take a decided 
stand; and he would say to the gentlemen opposite, that a feel- 
ing of compassion towards the banks themselves, as. well as of 
humanity towards the injured community, should prompt 
them to exercise a due severity in th:s instance, in order that if 
it were possible yet to rescue them from complete destruction, 
the opportunity might not be lost. The longer it was delayed, 
the worse would be the evil, and the more difficult the remedy. 

Mr, BENTON read the bank circular of the Ist March, di- 
rectiog the paper funds to be deposited with Mr. Smith, and ob. 
served that he supposed it had been lithographed for the purpose 
of sending it to the bank customers fa1-and near, to inform them 
that these institutions were prepared and determined to evade 
the law; and that, in spite of Congress, they would do just as 
they pleased, This circular pointed out, quite undisguisedly, 
how thelaw was to be evaded, under the pretence of permit- 
ting the cashiers of the banks to make these deposites and cer- 
tificates their personal accommodations for the convenience of 
the stockholders. But if that was realiy the case, how cama 
it that each bank was ot only to authorize its cashier to act, 
but also made itself responsible for his acts, and allowed the 

ank and its vaults to be made just as much use of asif the 
bank was in full operation under authority of law, and the 
cashier wasno more than its officer transacting its business? 
If it was the cashier’s personal affair, why did not the bank 
leave him to manage his own business, without interfering 
with itstime and vaults? Why so openly show thatthe whole 
thing was a sham—a pretence—a base trick—a mere walkiag 
round the Jaw, when they did not mean to circumvent the law 
by trick alone, but had resolved to put both law and Congress 
to utter defiance? Why guaranty the safety of the funds de- 
posred with the cashier, except it was. the act of the bank, 
through its officer? > 
he Democracy of this body had voted against the act of laet 
Aligust: they had opposed ii, and declared it not only unconsti- 
tutional and base, but deceptive and delusive—that it was an 
entering wedge and stepping-stone to an exclusive paper mo» 
ney currency and depreciated paper—and that, though limited 
tothe first of March, it would continue if the banks asked it, 
and violate with impunity 'fthey did not choose to ask. This 
circular has been acted upon for eight days—since the first of 
this month--and for these eight days the banks of this District 
have been trampling Congress under their feet. Yet, while in 


the very act of doing this, they have the effrontery to come for- . 


ward and demand that their violation of all law shall be legal. 
ized. It was a perfect mockery. The meanest coon-box bank 
in the country can show with impunity how utterly in contempt 
it holds all legislation. 

Here is a proposition to enable these banks, under the autho- 
rity of Congress, to deal in depreciated currency. Why should 
Congress do so? Is it to make these banks redeem their own 
issnes, or banish the spurious currency with which the District 
is flooded? Is it to make gold and silver more abundani? 
What have these banks been doing to effect all this for years 
past? Have they not banished the only staple commodities of 
the District, gold and silver, and been the cause of introducing 
that spurious currency whichgentlemen now wait toauthorize 
them to perpetuate? What is the use of making laws for them} 
They do not care a straw whether this bill is passed or not. 
They are violating the laws is existence at the very moment 
this debate is going on, and they will cor<anue to violate them 
with impunity, as long as they find they can lead, dictate 
to, or cajole, the law-makers. They know they can do as 
they please, and they act according'y. 

Mr. Benton read from the Belimore Sun an extract, and 
observed that it was understood the banks in Baltimore had 
resumed in part on Saturday.- The banks in Ohio had been 
compelled to resume; in Pennsylvania, the same process was 
on the point of consummation; svery where, the movemerrt 
had that tendency: while here, Cougress was throwing itseif 
into the breach to shield broken banks, and by ite example 
check and arrest the only movement that could restore a spe- 
cie currency. These Baltimere banks would have resisted 
too, but the people louked at them, and they quailed. They 
were more in awe of what they saw in those looks than of 
legislators, and they began to pay sub modo. In the midst 
of this movement, going on in every surrounding State, the 
examnpie is given in Washington, the very seat of the General 
Government, of enccuraging the suspension of specie pay- 
ments, and the continuation and perpetuation of a base, ir- 
redeemable paper currency, in order to arrest and put an 
end to the general movement for resumption. He 
would as soon vote for an extension for a hundred years 
as for one year. One year would beas effectual in disgracing 
Congress as a hundred years. But it was a vain effort: the 
hand writing was on the wall: nothing could now save the rotten, 
putrid hank system: its doom was sealed: it must fall and be 
trampled in the dust; and it wil! not bein the power of the creat 
Whig party to save one shred of it. That party has been the 
protection of broken banks for five years; but the protectors and 
the protector will sink together. He called upon the friends 
ofjust principles throughout the Union to make issue with that 
not only on this, but on every measure of its dan. 
gerous policy. Tae issue had in part been already well made, 
The acts cf the late extra session prove that, They wereal- 
ready dead, dead. dead. The Distribution act—the Bankrupt 
act—-were virtually dead—and so with the others. All that wag 
necessary to save ihe country from the is fliction of such policy, 
was to make anissue and a record with that party. He called 
upon the Democracy in Cong and the State Legisiatures to 
persevere in making these issuesand records. See the worite 
ing of the extra session system! “fhe act ofindulgence for 
these banks was passed, and its effect was to banish gold and 
silver. Other acts were passed making the Treasury bankrupt 
And now a new argument In favor of spurious currency ia 
drawn from the effectsuf such policy, in the additional claim 
which these banks derive from the “eetthat the Government it- 
selfis non-specie paying, issuing Treasury notes in discharge 
of its obligations, indeed of goldand silver as heretofore t j 

Mr. BENTON next alluded to the faci of gold andsilver beine 
packed up in boxesin this District on a former aceasion, and 
gent to New York, Philadelphia, and elsewhere, for exportation 
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to England, and theexultation of the Whig press at. that cir- 
cumstance. Every shipment of‘specie to London was hailed 
with ashout of triumph and joy by those papers. And now 
Congress was to make this last effort to receive such a state of 
things—to drive the gold and silver out of this country into the 
hands of foreigners, Let gentlemen go on and show their 
hands more nakedly than they had yet done: all he wished for 
Was a Catinuation of the issue between them and the people. 
The vote on this bill would be an additional record of that is- 
sue. The people woul! see by it who went for the spurious 
currency of broken banks, and who for the hard money curren- 
cy that could not fail; who for the exportation of gold and silver 
that worthless paper might fill their place, and who for driving 
out this haserag currency and insuring an abucdasce of the 
precious metals, Five years, he said, the banks—he spoke only 
of thosesouth and west ef New York—had been in a state of 
non-payment of their debts. When they stopped, they all de- 
clared it wasnot for want of ability to pay, but because the 
New York banks stopped That excuse has long failed them; 
but stil! they refuse to pay, and this bill proposes one year lon- 
ger to the banks in this District. It was called suspension, but 
it was only a refusal to pay at their counters. They paid in 
New York, but shaved from five to ten per cent. upon their 
notes in doing so. Ali the banks south and west of New York 
have been sending specie tothat city for five years, to draw up. 
on at fiveor ten cent. They had sent thirty-five millions there 
which the custom-house books showed had been shipped to 
England. 

he banks of this District, in common with all south and 
west, have been shipping specie for five years, and feeding the 
people on trash—rotten trash—the offal of surrounding States — 
and this act wasto authorize them to continue fora year, and 
according to the argument used, to authorize them: to continue 
as long as Whigery was in power. The argument for the sus- 
pension: now is, that the Government has suspended—that it 
pays no more specie—that it only pays in. depreciated paper— 
and consequently that the banks must not pay specie till the 
Government sets the example. This is the argument; and ac- 
cording to that, there will be no resumption while Whigery is 
in power, for paper money is all they have got, and alt they 
mean to have, and for the manufacture of which they now want 
a central machine, with fifty-two branches. 

Mr. BAYARD had but a word to say in relation to the ne- 
cessity—it was not that the community of the District wanted 
coin, but banking capital. He dwelt at some length in expla- 
nation of the difference showing how the dealers of the District. 
are dependent on banks for capital, the banks themselvesin 
their own defence being under compulsion to lend no more 
than they have specie to redeem. f 

The question was then taken on the motion of Mr. ALLEN to 
recommit the bill, and 1t was decided in negative—yeas 18, nays 
25, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, Fulton, 
King, Linn, McRoberts, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, 
Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, 
Wright, and Young—13. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clay, Clayton, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Hunting- 
ton, Kerr, Miller, Morehead, Mangum, Phelps, Porter, Pren- 
tiss, Rives, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, 
and Woodbridge—25. 

Mr. BENTON moved that the bill be laid upon the table for 
the purpose of considering the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the District of Columbia be 
directed to inquire and report tothe Senate whether the banks, 
or any ofthem, within the District, have violated or evaded their 
charters since the first day of March instant, by receiving or 
paying out, either directly or indirectly, any depreciated paper 
money currency. ae y 

The question was taken and decided in the negative—yeas 19, 
nays 25, as follows: 

YEAS—Megsrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, Ful- 


ton, King, Linn, McRoberts, Sevier, Sumtth of Connecticut, | 


Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, 
Wright, and Young—18, 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clay, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, 
Manzum, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Rives, 
Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Sprague, Tallmadge, 
and Woodbridge—25. i 

Mr. SEVIER said that if the banks in Maryland had com- 
menaced specie pay ments, and the banks in Pennsylvania were 
about to do so, the bill now before the Senate ought not to be 
passed. He therefore moved to postpone its further considera- 
tion fur one week, for the purpose of giving them an opportu- 
nity to inquire into the facts. , 

Mr. BAYARD again proposed his amendment, which, in ef- 
fect, is as follows: “Thatso much of the charters of the banks 
as inhibi s the banks, in said act mentioned, from and after the 
first day of March, 1842, from paying out, or lending ont the 
notes of any suspended bank, or any paper currency whatever 
which is not equivalent. to gold and silver, shall be, and the 
game is hereby, suspended in its operation until the first day 
of March, 1843, unless the banks ot Virginia and Maryland 
shall before that time resume specie payments, after which re- 
sumption the privilege granted by this act shall cease and de- 
termine.’ 

Mr. BENTON moved to aniend the amendment by mak- 
ing in read Virginia or Maryland. He wished it to be dis- 
junctive instead of conjunctive. — He read from the Bal- 
timore Suna notice of thesuddeu increase of the quantity of 
specie in circulation in that city, and attributed it to the par. 
tial resumption of the banks there, which was also noticed in 
the Sun, The people had returned to the determination of 
using specie, and to carry oul that object, instead of passing ofi 
uncurrent paper such as fell into their bands, had resorted to 
the brokers, and sold it to getthe “hard stuf” to be used in 
their daily purchases. He contended that the taste for specie 
would spread so rapidly, that this non-specie paying District 
would be invaded and captured in less time, and more effectu- 
ally, than the Capitol was captured by the British, if this debate 
was not stopped in time to prevent theexample of Baltimore 
from having its effect. He was in favor of delaying the action 
of Congress one week tosee what would be the effect of the 
movements in Baltimore and New Orleans, where the people 
werelooking at the banks. __ , 

Mr. KERR said that he had just examined a newspaper from 
Bakimore, and had seen nothing in itas toa movement on the 
part of the banks to resume specie payments at this time. That 
subject was now before the Legislature of Maryland. and the 
first day of May had been proposed for that purpose. He would 


tell the Senator from Missouri that if any attempt should be 
made by a mob to disturb'the public tranguillity in Baltimore, 
the civil authorities of the city would promptly interfere; and 
he would feel the utmost mortification, if information should 
be brought to him thatthe “looks” of a mob had induced the 
banks to resume. : 

Mr. BUCHANAN observed from his seat, that what the Se- 
nator from Missouri had said was, that the people had looked at 
the banks. - 

Mr. KERR made a few mare comments on the subject to the 
same effect as his preceding remarks. 

Mr. BENTON contended that, according to an old adage, 
“A cat might look at a king,’ and it would be astrange state 
of things ifthe people might not look at the banks.§ 

we WALKER remarked that the people could not look into 
them. 

Mr. BENTON observed that ifthey could not look into 
them, they could look at them. He presumed it was at the 
Whig papers of Baltimore the Senator from Maryland had 
looked, and that would account for his not having seen any thing 
about theresumption of specie payments. But if the Senator 
would look at the Democratic papers, he would see all about it. 
He, Mr. B. held one in his hand, which the Senator might read 
if he ptease'l. He would find the fact, stated in it. The Whig 
papers were always slow to find out the good news; but here 
was the Baltimore Sun, a Democratic paper, in which the fact 
was stated. s 

Mr: KERR admitted the Sun to be good anthority. Ifthe 
Senator from Delaware would allow, he would suggest a modi- 
fication to the amendment. : 

Mr. BAYARD inquired ofthe Senator from Missouri whether 
he had not made a motion to amend. 

Mr. BENTON said that he had, but he did not care any thing 
about it. 

Mr. KERR then suggested a verbal amendment, to which 

Mr. BAYARD had no objection. 

Mr. BUCHANAN moved to insert “Baltimore or Richmond,” 
in the place of “Maryland and Virginia.” 

Mr. LINN said that all the banks in Baltimore might not re- 

me. 
air. CLAY. Let it then be the banks of Baltimore or Rich- 
mond generally. E 

Mr. BENTON said that be had just been informed by a gen- 
tleman from Maryland that the Mechanics’ Bank of Baltimore 
had commenced redeeming its issues. He thought that they 
had better stop for twenty-four hours; and wait until the cars 
came in to-morrow; and therefore he moved that the Senate do 
now adjourn. ayant 

Mr. BAYARD desired that the bill might be engrossed to-day 
tor athird reading to-morrow. : i 

The question was taken on the motion to adjourn, and it was 
decided in the negative—aycs 18, noes 22, 

The amendment of Mr. BAYARD, as amended, so as to read 
Baltimore or Richmond, was then agreed to, 

The question now being on Mr. Sevier’s motion to pos'pone 
the bill for one week, it was taken by yeas and nays, and re- 
sulted as follows—ayes 18, noes 25, 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Calboun, Ful- 
ton, King, Lion, McRoberts, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, 
Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, 
Wright, and Young—18. , 

NAYS—Messs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clay, Clayton, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Hunting- 
ton, Kerr, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, 
Rives, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, and 
Woodbridge—25. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate, and ordered tobe 
engrossed for a third reading. . , 

The Senate then went into an Executive session, and, afer 
a short time spent therein, the doors were opened, and it ad- 
journed, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuespay, March 8, 1842. 

The journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

Mr. McCLELLAN of New York asked leave to offer the fol- 
lowing resolution, which was read for information: y 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be required 
to report to this House what amounts the district attorney, 
clerks of the district and circuit courts, and marshal of the 
Southern district of New York have returned to the Treasury 
Department, since March, one thousand eight hundred and 
forty-one, as having been received by them for fees and emolu- 
ments; whatamount each has retained for compensation to de 
puties, and what amount for office and other expenses, and 
what amount for themselves; whether said officers are re- 
quired to make their returns of fecsand emoluments under cath, 
and what is the form of return as prescribed to them; whether, 
since the passage of the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill 
of March, one thousand eight hundred and forty-one, the office 
of clerk of the districtand circuit court of the southern district 
of New York has not been divided, so that there is now aclerk- 
ship of the district court held by one person, and a clerkship 
of the circuit court held by another; whether before the pas- 
sage of said act both offices were not held by one individual. 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky inquired ofthe Speaker what 
was the recular business of the morning hour? 

The SPEAKER. Reports from committees. 

Mr. ANDREWS objected to the reception of the resolution. 

Mr. McCLELLAN said he hoped the objection would not be 
persisted in. The resolution had reference to an amendment 
which he desired to offer to the general appropriation bill, and 
the information it called for was requisite to that end, 

Mr. ANDREWS withdrew his objection. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi hoped that the resolution 
would be so modified as to call for similar information from 
all the districts; or at least so far as Mississippi was concerned. 

Mr. S. MASON desired to amend the resolution by striking 
out “1341,” and inserting 1829. x í 

But, objection being made to the resolution, it was not re- 
ceived. 

On motion of Mr. MALLORY, the papers in the case of John 
Harper, before the Committee on the J adiciary, were with- 


ae RETRENCHMENT REPORT, 

Mr. BOWNE moved that the vote’by which the last of the se- 
ries of resolutions reported from the Select Committez on Re- 
trenchment, with the amendments thereto, had yesterday been 
laid on the table, be re-considered. 

The resolution is in the following words: 


Resolved, That it bè hereafter a standing rule of ihe Hous 
that no extra compensation be allowed to any officer, messenger, 
page, laborer, or other person in the service of the House, or 
engaged in or about the public grounds and buildings. N ras 

To which resolution Mr. Bricas had. heretofore moved the 
following amendment: , = ee ag 

Provided, That so much of the foregoing resolution: as fixes 
the number of clerks, méssengers, and pages, shallgo into ope- 
ration from and after the close ef the present session of Con- 
gress. If however, any of the pages, under existing rulés.or 
resolutions, shall go out of employment before the Glose:of thè 
session, their places shall not be filled so aa to make the! whole 
exceed the number provided for by the resolution reported -by 
the committee. ; v 

+ ‘To which amendment Mr. Haru had heretofore offered the 

following amendment: * š 

“And that hereafter it shall also bea standing. rule of the 
House that no person shall be an officer ef the House, or-con- 

_ tinue in its employment, who shall be an agent for the prosecu- 
tion of any claim against the Government, or be intesested: in 
any such claim, otherwise than as an original claimant; and 
that it shali be the duty of the Committee of Accounts to ir 
quire into and report to the House any violations of this rule. 

[Which amendment to the amendment had been agreed ‘to: 
And at that point, in taking the question yesterday, the whole 
subject had been laid on the table.} : ? 

After a brief conversation, the question on the motion of Mr. 
Bowne was taken, without- a division, and tha vote was recon- 
sidered. ; 

The question then recurring on the resolutions and amend. 
ments— - : 

Mr. BOWNE moved the previous- question. 

And there was a second. 

Andthe main question was ordered, ’ Sy 
+ And the main question (being first on the amendment of Mr. 
Bricos as amended by the amendment of Mr. HALL) was 
ordered, and, being taken, the amendment as amended’ was 
agreed to. : i 

“and the question recurring on the adoption of the resolution 

as amended— i 

Mr. TRIPLETY called for the reading thereof. And the re 
solution as amended having been read— 

Mr. ATHERTON called for a division, first on the origi- 
nal resolution, and then on the amendment; which was: or- 
dered. 

And the question being first on the original resolution— 

Mr. MORGAN asked the yeas and nays, which were re» 
fused. g : 

The question being then taken, the original resolution was. 
adopted. 

and the question again recurring on the second division, bes 
ing on theamendment of Mr. Bricgs— ` 

r. SMITH of Virginia asked the yeas and nays, which were 
refused. ; 

The question was then takon, and tha amendment was agreed 
to. e uS : 
‘And the question recurring on the third division, (being on the 

amendment of Mr. Waut,) it was taken, and decided in the 

affirmative without a division. 

So the amendment to the amendment was agreed to, 

It was, therefore, ‘ 2 

Resolved, That it be hereafter a standing rule of the House 

that no extra compensation be allowed to any officer, messen- 
ger, page, laborer, or other person in the service of the House, 
or engaged in or about the public grounds and buildings: Pro- 
vided, That so much of the foregoing resolutions as fixes the 
number of clerks, messengers, and pages, shall go into opera- 
tion from and after the close of the present session of Congress, 
If, however, any ofthe pages, under existing rules or resolu- 
tions, shall go out of employment before the close of the sey. 
sion, their places shall not be filied so as to make the whole ex- 
ceed the number provided for by the resolution reported by the 
committee. And that hereafter it shall also be a standing’ rule 
of this House that no person shall be an officer of the House, or 
continue in itsempioyment, who shall be an agent for the pro- 
secution of any claim against jhe Government, or be interested 
ia any such ciaim otherwise than as an original claimant; and 
that it shal] be the th ae the Committee of Accounts 10 inquire 
into and report to the Houseany violations of this rule, 

Mr SMITH of Virginia, (eave being denied) moved a sus- 
pension of the rules to enable him to offer a recolution, (a copy 
of which could not be obtained.) s 

The ques'ion being taken, the House refused to suspend the 

e5, # 

E McCLELLAN again asked the House to consider the re- 

solution offered by him in relation to the fees of District Attor- 


neya. . 

Mr. FILLMORE objected; and called for the orders of the 
day, being the reception of 

“REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. MASON of Ohio, from the Committee of Ways dnd 
Means, made an adverse report upon the petition of George 
Adam and Edward Winslow; which report was ordered to lie 
upon the table. f 

Mr. ATHERTON, from the Committes of Ways and Means, 
made an adverse report upon the petition of McDowell. Hayne, 
and Co ; which report was ordered to lie npon the table. 

Mr. GIDDINGS, from the Committee of Claims, made a re: ` 
port upon the petition of Edwin H. Childers, administrator of 
John P. Hickman, accompanied by a bill for his relies; which 
bil] was read a first and second time, and committed toa Com. .. 
mittee of the Whole House to-morrow, : 

Mr. GIDDINGS, from the Committee of Claims, made ad- > 
verse repoits upon the petitions of the following named pér- 
sons, to wit: John W. Campbell, Henry P. Russe!l, adminis 
trator of Samuel Russell, Doctor James H. Andrews; Horatio 
N. Crabb, George Collier and William G. Pettus, James Cheek, 
‘Angus M. A. Crawford, Daniel Brayman, Jane Parker, widow 
of Southey Parker, John Chaffee, Anthony Gale, Michael 
Johnson and John G- Clayton, Robert B. Kerr, John G. Bibb, 

Jacob Vance, Philip Lightfoot, of Kentucky, Thomas J. Stone, 
and Samuel Kerr; which said reports were ordered to lie upon 
the tabie. s ; 

JRKE, from the Committee of Claims, made a report 
san due perkion of Charles H. Atherton, accompanied by a : 
bili for his relies} which bill was read a first and second time, 
and committed to a Committee of the Whole House to-mor- 


row. i Sve 

KE, from the Committee of Claims, made a report 
sn re patio of David M. Hughes, Charles Shipmar, ‘and 
John Henderson, accompanied by a pill for their relief; which 
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“yead ‘a first and second time, and committed to a Com- - 
‘ofthe Wile Hose to-morrow. : : = 
i [EDILL, from thé Committee of Claims, made-a report 
upor the petition of John King, accompanied by {a bill for his 
relief; which bill. was fead a first aad second time, and commit- 
ted to'a-Committée-of the Whole House to-morrow. 
Mr. COWEN, from the Committee of Claims, made adverse 
reports inthe cases of Captain Tra Baldwin, the legal represen- 
_tatives of Thomas Murray; Robert Diedrick,: Matilda Dicker- 
son; Major William Mr. Graham, ‘Edward Pescud, Charles S. 
Matthews, Charles’ Wood, and James Hall. William Hyde, and 
other Jegal representatives of Colonel Roswell Lee, J. W. Dab- 
ney; and Joseph C. Doxey, i * g 
Oa motion: of Mr: MEDILL, the Committee of Claims was 
discharge! from the consideration of the petition of John J. 


DeWolle,and.it was referred to. the’ committee on Foreign Af- id 


fairs. : 

On motion of Mr. COWEN, the Committee of Claims was 
discharged from the consideration of the petition of Frederick 
Dickson; and it waa referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions, : oye 

On motion of Mr. WINTHROP, the Committee on Com- 
merce. to which wag referred the petition of George Randall, 
JobaiG. Haekill and Elisha H. Holmes, was discharged from 
the further: consideration thereof, and it was referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims, ~ ` A 

Mr. ALLEN, from the Committee on Commerce, reported 
sundry bills, viz: 

A bilt for the relief ofthe owners, master, and crew of the 
schooner Martha, of Eastport, in the State of Maine. 

A bill for the relief of the owners, master, and crew of the 
schoner Cod Hook, of Bluebill, Maine. 

A bill to extend the collection district of Wiscasset, accompa- 
nied by aréport in each case; which bills were read the first 
and second time, and committed to a Committee.of the Whole 
House to-morrow. 

Mr. CASEY, from the Committee on Public Lands, reported 
a bill granting to the county of Johnson, in the Territory of 
Towa, the right of pre-cmption to a tract of land fot a seat of 
justice for said county, and repealing the second section of an 
actapproved the 3d day of March, 1839, entuled ‘‘Anactmak- 
inga donation of land to the Territory of lowa, for the purpose 
of erecting public buildings thereon;” which bill was read a 
first and second time, and committed to a Committee of the 
‘Whole House to-morrow. ý 

Mr. CASEY, from ‘he Committee on Public Lands, to which 
was referred the bill from the Senate entitled ‘An act for cre- 
ating a new land district in the State of Missouri, and for 
changing the boundaries of the southwestern and western 
Jany districts in said State,” reported the same with amend- 
ments. The bill was committed toa Committee of the Whole 
House to morrow. 

Mv. CASEY, from the Committee on Public Lands, to which 
was referred the bill from the Senate entitled “An act to autho- 
rize the Governors of the States of Wincis, Arkansas, and Mis- 
gouri (o cause to be selected the lands therein mentioned,” re- 
ported the same without amendment. 

And the bill was then read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. BREWSTER, from the Committee on Public Lands, 
to which was referred the bill from the Senate entitled “An 

` act for the relief of James Kiser and Barnett Foley, of Mis- 
souri,” reported the same without amendment; and the said 
bill was committed to a Committee of the Whole House to- 


morrow. 

Mr, BREWSTER, from the Committee on Public Lands, 
to which was referred the bill from the Senate entitled “An 
act to authorize the inhabitants of towaship cight north, range 

> thirty-two west, in the State of Arkansas, to enter a section 

of land ia leu of the 16th section in said township, upon con- 
dition that the same is surrendered to the United States for 
military purposes,” reported the same without amendment; 
and it was committed to a Committee of the Whole House to- 
morrow. 

.Mr. JACOB THOMPSON, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the bill from the Senate ent tled 
“An act to perfect the titles to Jands south of the Arkansas river, 
held under New Marlrid Jucations, and pre-emption rights under 
the act of 1814,” reported the same without amendment; and 
it was committed to a Committee of the Whole House to- 
morrow. 

My. JACOB THOMPSON, from the Committee on Public 
Landa, to which was referred the bjll from the Senate entitled 
tAn act to confirm the survey and location of claims for lands 
in the State of Mississippi, east of the Pearl river and south of 
the thirty-first degree of north latitude,” reported the same 
without amendment; and it was commitied to a Committee of 
the Whole House to-morrow. 

Mr. BRIGGS, from the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, reported a bill to authorize the Fostmaster Ge- 
peral to make contracts with railroad companies for the trans- 
portation of the. mail of the United States subject to the 
approval of Congress; which bill was read the first and seeond 
time. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee for the District of 
Columbia, reported sundry bills, viz: 

A bill to authorize the Falls Bridge Turapike Company to 
remove their toll gate to a certain point within the District of 
Columbia, and to extend the jurisdiction of the Corporation of 
Georgetown. : 

A billto amend the charter of the town of Alexandria. 

A bill tọ amend the laws relating to the penitentiary in the 
District of Columbia. 

A biH to incorporate the German Benevolent Society of the 
city of Washington; which bills were severally read „the first 
and second time, and committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House to-morrow. 

Mr. BARNARD, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
which was referred the petition of John Randall and Charles 
Yorke, made a report thereon, accompanied by a bill for their 
relief; which bill was read the first and second time, and com- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole House to-morrow. 

Mr. BARNARD, from the Committee on the Judiciary, re- 
ported a bill in relation to the salaries of several district 
judges; which bill was read the firstand second time, and com- 
minea to the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the 

nion. 

On motion of Mr. PEARCE, the Committee on the Judicia- 
ry, to which was referred the memorial of the members ofthe 
bar of Milwaukie couny, in the Territory of Wisconsin, pray- 
ing that the official term of judges of said Territory may be 
limited; andthe memorials of the Legislature of said Territo- 


ae = 5 : 
ry; ‘to extend the jurisdiction of justices of the peace, was dis- 
charged fiom the further consideration thereof, and they were 
referred to the Committee on the Territories. : 

On motion of Mr. MILTON BROWN, the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to which was referred the petition of the grand jury 
of Key West, in the Territory of Florida, for.an appropriation 
for a court-house and jail, was discharged from the further con- 
sideration thereof, and it was referred to the Committee on the 
Territories. a 

On motion of MILTON BROWN, the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to which was referred the petition of Adam Moder- 
welland Joseph H, Kelley, was discharged. from the farther 
consideration thereof, and it was laid upon the table, 

Mr. MILTON BROWN, from the Committee on the Judici- 
ary, to which was referred the petition of James Morrow and 
Jonathan Tipton, made a report thereon, accompanied by a bill 
for their relief; which bill was read the firstand second time, 
and committed to a, Committee of the Whole House to- 
morrow. 

-Mr. CHARLES J. INGERSOLL, from the Committee on 
the Judiciary,to which was referred the petition of Chas. Holt, 
made a report thereon, accompanied by a billto refund a fine 
imposed on him under the sedition law; which bi}! was read 
the first and second time, and committed a Committee of the 

Whole House to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. MAXWELL, the Committee on the Judi- 
ciavy was discharged from the further consideration of the peti- 
tion of inhabitants of Gilmanton, in Belknap county, in the 
State of New Hampshire, in relation to the opening ofa mar- 
ket for the wheat and other agricultural and manufactured pro 
ducts of the free States, in England, &c. and it was referred to 
the Committee on Agriculture. 

On motion of Mr. MAXWELL, the Committee on the 
Judiciary was discharged from ihe further consideration of 
the petition of Mrs. Sarah H. B. Stith, and it was laid upon the 
table, 

Mr. PARMENTER, from the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims, made unfavorable reports upon the petitions of the 
heirs of Gilbert Dench, aud of John Woodward; which reports 
were laid upon the table. , : 

Mr. JAMES, from the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, 
to which was referred the petition of Nathaniel Mills, Abby 
Youngs,and Ianoah Boughton, surviving children of Daaiel 
Mills, deceased, made a report thereon, accompanied by a bill 
to authorize the payment of seven years’ half pay on account 
of the Revolutionary services of Capt. Daniel Mille; which bill 
was read the first and second time, and committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole Hause to-morrow. 

Mr. JAMES, fromthe Committee on Revolutionary Claims, 
to which was referred the petition of Sally C. Wenwood and 
Eliza F. Waldo, heirs of Godfrey Wenwood, deceased, made an 
un avorablo report thereon; which report was laid upon the 
table. 

Mr. HALL, from the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, 
made unfavorable reports upon the petitions of the heirs of 
Cap'ain Richard Apperson, (or Ispperson;) Morgan Alexander, 
John Clark; heirs of Robert Bealle; heirsof Garland Barnley; 
heirs of John Barnes; William Cohen and others, heirs of Cap- 
tain Jacob Cohen; heirs of Captain Thomas Cooke; John Em- 
erson; heirs of Colonel Uriah Forrest; heirs of Colonel William 
Fontaine; John Goodall; Stephen Graham; heirs of Lieutenant 
Joseph Holliday; heirs of Joel Hardaway; heirs of Thomas 
Helm; John P. Harrison; heirs of James Hackley; heirs of 
Rignal Hitleary; heirs of Nathaniel Irish; heirs of Wood Jones; 
heirs of Strother Jones; heirs of Dr. Samuel Kennedy; Martha 
Jones et al.; heirs of William Langbourne; heirs of Nathan 
Leavenworth; Philip Lightfoot; Hudson Martin; heirs of Eve- 
rard Meade; heirs of Joseph Michaux; Edmund Moran; heis 
of William Nelson; heirs of John I. Overstreet; Richard Pau- 
lett; heirs of George Rice; heirs of John Townes; heirs of 
Jonathan Snowden; heirs of ‘Thornton Taylor; heirs of Dr, 
Charles Tavlor; heirs of Colonel Francis Taylor; heirs of Cap- 
tain John Thomas; heirs of John P. Wagnon; and heirs of Dr. 
pml Turner; which reports were severally laid upon the 
table, 

On motion of Mr. HALL, the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims, to which was referred the petitions of Friscilla Briggs, 
Thomas Skinner, John Alley, and Daniel Sickels, alias Akerly, 
was discharged from the further consideration thereof, and 
they were severally referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions. 

Oa motion of Mr. HALL, the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims were discharged from the further consideration of the 
petition of Major James Smith, and it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. HALL, the report and papers in the case 
of William Lewis were recommitted to the Committee on Re- 
volutionary Claims. 

Mr. W. O. GOODE, from the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims, to which was referred the petition of the heirs of Wm, 
Gregory, made a report thereon, accompanied by a bill to au- 
thorize the payment of the seven years’ half-pay due on ac- 
count of the services of Wm. Gregory, deceased; which bill 
wasyead the first and second time, and committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House to-morrow. $ 

Mr. W. O. GOODE, from the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims, to which was referred the petition of the heirs of Jas. 
Conway, made a report thereon, accompanied by a bill to au- 
tharize the payment of the seven years’ half-pay due onac- 
count of the services of Jas. Conway, deceased; which bill 
was read the first and second time, and committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House to-morrow 

Mr. TRIPLETT, from the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims, made unfavorable reports on the petitions of the heirs of 
Lieutenant Richard Wilde, Thomas Stratton, and the repre- 
sentatives of Thomas Armor; which reports were laid upon 
the table. 


Mr. WASHINGTON, from the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims, made an unfavorable report on the petition of Ephraim 
Bowen; which report was laid on the table. 

Mr. WASHINGTON, from the Committee on Revolutionary 
Ciaims, made a report on the several petitions of the heirs and 
representatives of Major General Baron de Kalb, accompa. 
nied by a bill for their relief; which bill was read the first and 
second time, and committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House to-morrow. 

Mr. PATRICK G. GOODE, from the Committee on Revo. 
lutionary Claims, made a report upon the petition of the heirs 
and legal representatives of Captain David Noble, deceased, 
accompanied by a bill for their relief; which bill was read the 


first and second time, and committed to a Committee of the 
Whole House to-morrow, P l k 

Mr. TURNEY, from the Committee on Private Land Claims; 
made unfavorable reports on the petitions of Jacob Hass, and 
George and Reuben Allen; which reports were laid upon the 

tle. . y 
a MOORE, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, 
madea report upon the petition of Eugene Borel, accom» 
panied by a. bill for his relief; which bill was read the first and 
second time, and committed to a Committee of the Whole 


-House to-morrow. . 


Mr. MOORE, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, 
made a report upon the petition of the widow and heirs of 
Emanuel Trickel, accompanied by a bill, confirming: their 
claim to a certain tract of land; which bill was reada frst and 
second time, and committed to a Committee of the Whole. 
House to-morrow. N : 

“Mr. MOORE, from the Cammittee on Private Land Claime,: 
made a report upon the petition of James Fort Muse, in behaif 
of his wife, Marguerite Adelaide Muse, formerly Marguerite 
Bourgeat, accompanied by a bill, confirming to the said Mar. 
guerile Adelaide Muse her claim to a certain tract of Jand; 
which bill was read a first and second time, and committed to 
a Committee of the Whole House to-morrow. g 

Mr. MOORE, irom the Committee on ¥rivate Land Claims, 
madea report upon the petition of David M. Hughes, Charles 
Shipman, and Jobn Fienderson, and Louisa Livingston, wi- 
dow of the late Edward Livingston, accompanied by a bill, 
authorizing a patent to be issued to Bartholomew Pellerin,. 
his heirs or assigns; which bill was read the first and second’ 
time. 

Mr, STUART of Virginia, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of T. W. Chinn, and- 
a bill to confirm Antonio Cherino in hiscjaim to a tract of land 
inthe State of Louisiana, accompanied by a report m each 
case; which bills were severally read a first and second 
time, and commited to a Cominitiee of the Whole House tou 
morrow, 

Mc. SALTONSTALL, from the Committee on Manufactures, 
reported the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Manufactures be autho- 
rized to employ a clerk for one month if they shall so long re. 
quire his services, . : 

Debate arising on this resolution, it was laid over for con» 
sideration hereafter, according to the agreement of this day. 

Mr, COOPER of Pennsylvania, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, reported ajoint resolution to continue two clerks 
in the business of reservations and grants under Indian treaties; 
which resolution was read a first aud second time, and com- 
mitted to the Committee of the Whole House on the state of 
the Union. : 

On motion of WILLIAM O. BUTLER, the Committee on 
Indian Affairs was discharged from the consideration of the 
petition of John James Ficurney, and it was laid upon the 
table. i 

Mr. GOGGIN, from the Committee on Military Affairs. ree 
ported a bill to dispense with the office of Superintendent of the 
National Armories; which bill was read a first and second time, 
and committed to the Committee cf the Whole on the state of 
the Union, t : 

Mr. GOGGIN, from the Committee on Military Affairs, re- 
ported a bill to reduce the number of clerks in the Ordnance 
Office, and to regulate the pay thereof; which bill was read a 
first and second time, and committed to the Committee of the 
Whole House to-morrow. : 

Mr. GOGGIN, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to 
which was referred the bill from the Senate, entitled "An act 
for the relief of the heirsof Daniel Pettibone, deceased,” re- 
ported the same with an amendment; which bill was com- 
mitted to the Committee of the Whole House to-monow. 

Mr, GOGGIN, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to 
which was referred the bill from the Senate, entitle? “An act 
for the velief of Caroline E. Ctitherall, widow of Dr. George 
C. Clithérall, late a surgeon in the Army of the United States, 
made an unfavorable report; which bill and report were coms» 
mitted to the Committee of the Whole House to-morrow. 

Mr. WM. C. CAMPBELL, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to which were referred bills from the Senate, entitled 
“an actto provids fur the settlement ofthe claim of the State 
of Maine for the services of her militia,’ and "An act to pro- 
vide for the payment of the State of Leuisiana of the balance 
ave said State for expenditures incurred in raising, equipping, 
and paying offa regiment of volunteer militia, mustered into 
the service of the United States, and employed in the Fiorida 
war in the year one thousand eight hundred and thirty-six,” 
made reports thereon, accompanied by an amendment to each 
bill; which said bills were committed to the Committe of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union, 

Mr. WM. O. BU? LER, from the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs, made an adverse report upon the cases of Harriet Lea- 
yeaworth, widow of the late General Henry Leavenworth, 
Francis Fowler, Elizabeth Monroe, Ann $. Heileman, Jose- 
phine Nourse, and L. A. Garner; which report was ordered to 
lie upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. W. O. BUTLER, the Committee on Military 
Affairs was discharged from the consideration of the petitions 
ofthe General Assembly of the State of Missouri, for a milita- 
ry road on the northern line of said State, and it was referred 
tothe Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr, WISE, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, reported 
a bill to regulate the appointment, pay. and rank, of chief and 
assistant engineers for steamships of war in the navy of the 
United States; which bill was read a first and seccnd time, and 
committed tothe Committee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia, from the Committee on Revolution. 
ary Pensions, reported a bili for the relief of John Keith of 
New York, and a bill for the relief of George Mortis, accom- 
panied by a reportin each case; which bills were read a first 
and second time, and committed toa Committee of the Whole 
House to-morrow. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO, fromthe Committee on Revolutiona 
Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of George Sutherland, 
and a bill for the relief of Phillis Talton, accompanied by a ae 
port in each case; which bills were read a first and second time 
and committed to a Committee of the Whole House io-mor- 
row. 

On motion of Mr. TALIAFERRO, the Committee on Revo. 
ludonary Pensions was discharged from the consideration of 
the petitions of Edward Holliday and Henry Mayson, and they 
were referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, 


* 


_ Mr. L. W. ANDREWS, from the Committee. on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Vresley Gray; 
a bill tor the reliefof Samuel Hutchinson; and a bill for the 
yelief of Catharine Allen; which bills were severally read the 
firstand second time, and committed to. a Committee of the 
Whole House to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. L.W. ANDREWS, the committee on Re- 
volutionary Pensiona was discharged from the consideration of 
the resuiution of the House of the 14th of February uiumo, 
relative to compensation to pension agents, and it was laid on 
the table. 

“Mr. MATHUIOT, from the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions, reported a bill for the relief of Elizabeth Coliax; a bill 
for the relief of Margaret McMvririe; a bill for the relief of 
Catharine Wilson; a bit! for the relief of Hannah Waldo; a bill 
for the reliefof Hannah Carrier; a bill for the reliefof Nathan 
Baldwin; anda bili for the relief of Hiizabeth Giobs, accompa- 
nied by areport in each case; which said bills were severally 
read a first and second time, and committed toa Committee of 
the Whole House to-morrow. 

Mr. MATHIOT, from the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions, made an adverse roport upon the petition of Daniel Hay; 
which report was ordered to lie on the table, 

Mr. FORNANCE, from the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Christiana Low; a 
bill for the relief of Mary Rand; a bili for the relief of the 
heirs and legal representatives of Oliver Parish, decease; a 
bill for the relief of Blisha Davis; a bill for the relief of Amy 
Van Wart, a bill for therelef of Sally Day; anda bill for the 
‘relist of Catharine W. Calender; accompanied, by a report 
in each case ; which bills were severally read a first and se- 
cond time, and committed to a Committee of the Whole House 


, to-morrow. 


“Mr. BABCOCK, from the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
gions, made areport upon the petition of Sally McCraw, widow 
of Francis McCraw, accompanied by a bill for her relief; which 
bill was read a first and second time,aadcommitiedto a Com- 
Mittee of the Whole House to-morrow. 

Mr. BABCOCK presented a petition of Harry W. Campbell, 
of Leckport, ia the State of New York, praying that the Com- 
missioner of Patents may be required to refund to him certain 
money deposited in the Patent Office for the purpose of ob- 
taining an extension of a pateni for the invention of the “float. 
ing excavator;”. which petition was referred to the Commitee 
of Claims, 

_Mr, RODNEY, from the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions, reported a bill for the relief of Mary Pike, and a bill for 
the relief of the legal representatives of Col. John I. Stone, ac- 
companied by a report in each case; which bills were read a 
first and second time, and committed to a Committee of the 
Whole House to-morrow, 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, from the Committee on Revolution: 
ary Pensions, made a report upon the petition of Catharine 
Lehman, accompanied by a bili for her relief; which bill was 
read a first and second time, and committed to a Committee of 
the Whole House to-morrow, 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, from the Committee on Revolution- 
ary Pensions, made areport on the petition of Satly Pratt, ac- 
companied by a bill for her relief; which bill was read the first 
and second time and committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House to-morrow, 

Mr. GORDON, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
made separate reports upon the petitions of Mary McFee, wi- 
dow of Gilbert McFee, JamesGray,and Christopher Lambert, 


- and moved that the committee be discharged frorn the conside- 


ration of said petiuons; whick motion was agreed to, and the 


reports ordered to lie upon the table. 


fr. GORDON, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 


- made favorable reports upon the petidous of Daniel Cooke and 


Isaac H. Giffurd; which reports were ordered to lie upon the 


table. : 

Mr. GORDON, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, re- 
ported a bit! for the reliof of William Slocum, ann a bill for 
the relief of Juhn E. Wright, accompanied by a report in each 
case. 

On motion of Mr. GORDON, the Committee on Invatid 
Pensions was discharged from the consideration of the petition 
of Marcus Paulding, and it was referred to the Committee on 
Private Land Claims. 

On motion of Mr. STRATTON, the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions was discharged fram the cansideration of the petition 
of Reuben Murray; and it was referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions. 

Mr. STRATTON, from tho Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
made an unfavorable report upon the petitions of Samuel M. 
Asbury, Robert Irwin, Leonard Wardwell,and Henry Wa- 
gener; which report was ordered to be upon the table. i 

Mr. STRATTON, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
made unfavorable reports in the cases of Silas M, Wood, Leon- 
ard Swallow, jr. and John Cole; which reports were ordered to 
lie upon the table. 

Mr. AYCRIGG, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, re- 
ported a bill forthe relief of F, B. De Bellevue, and a bill for 
the relief of George Hommell, accompanicd by a report in 
each case; which bills were severally read a first and second 
time, and committed toa Committee of the Whole House to- 
morrow. ne , 

Mr. AYURIGG, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
made uofavorable reports upon the cases:of Charles Larrabee, 
Robert Lang, Daniel Guerrant, William Sims, John Piper, Ba- 
vid Bartlett, John Campoell, and Robert Milligan. — i 

Mr. MORRIS, from the Committee on Javaid Pensions, 


` made a report upon the petition of Wiliam Glover, accompa- 


nied by abill for his rekef which bill was read a fiystand se- 
cond time, and committed to a Committee of the Whole Housa 
ta-morrow. , : , 

Mr. MORRIS, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
made an unfavorable report upon the petition of Neil Shannon; 
which report was ordered to le upon the table. ; 

On motion of Mr. MORRIS, the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions wasdischarged from the consideration of the petition of 
Sarah Eckhart and Andre Spear, widow of John Spear, and 
the petitions were laid on the table. sia wet 

Mr. BAKER, from. the Committee on Invalid Fensions, 
made unfovorable reports upon the petitions of Daniel Duggan 
and Thomas Garner; which reporis were ordered to lie upon 
the table. i , 

Mr. BAKER, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, re- 
ported the following bills, viz: A 

A bill granting a pension to Aquilla Goodwin. 

A bill granting an increase of pension to Isaac Plummer. 
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A bill granting a pension to Jeremiah Kimball. 

Abill for the relief of Major Thomas Harrison. 

Accompanied by reports ineach case; which bills were read 
a first and second time, aad commited to a Committee of the 
‘Whole House to-morrow, 

On motion of Mr. W.O BUTLER, the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs was discharged from the consideration of the peti 
tion of Martha Hallack and it was laid on the table. 

WM. O. BUTLER presented addition testimony in support 
of the claim of Wiitiam Jobus which. was referred to the 
Committee op Revoluticnary Pensions. 

On mation of Mr. Wi O. BUTLER, (by jeave,) the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions was insiracted to inquire into the 
expédiency of granting a pension to John Peak, a soldier of the 
militia, who wes wounded while ia the service of the United 
States, and whose petition isnow before the Commissioner of 
Pensions, t 

Mr. DOAN, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, made 
unfavorable re m the petitions of Sylvester Nasb, Thad- 
dens Hubba linm Wingfield, B bas Cary, aud Daniel > 


1° l 
Newell; which reports were faid upon the table, 
On motion cf Mr. DOAN, the Committee on Invalid Pensions 


was discharged from the further consideration of the petition of 
Aaron Adams. and it was referred to tiie Commiuce oa Revolu- 
tionary Pensions. 

On motion of Mr. DOAN, the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions was discharged from the further consideration of the 
vetition of William Pitman, and it was laid upon the table, 

Mz. DOAN, from the Committee on Invalid Pension, 
made a report upon the petition of John Javeng, accampanied 
by a bill for his relief; which bill was read the first and second 
time and committed to a Committee of the Whole House to- 
marrow. 

Mr AUGUSTUS YOUNG, from the Committee on the In 
valid Pensions, made a report upon the petition of John Farn- 
ham, accompanied by a bul for his relief; which bill was read 
the first and second time, and commited toa Committe of the 
Whole Honseto-marrow,  * 

Mr AUGUSTUS YOUNG, from the Commitice on Invalid 
Pansions, made unfavarahle reports upon the petitions of James 
Fatler, Joseph Pulcifer. Hawkins. Jabn Spear, Samuel 
W. Marshall, George Cassaday, Daniel Fietding, Hugh John- 
son, representatives of Capt. John Jordan, Jacob Shade, Wil- 
iam Pay and Fijah Blodget; which reports were severally 
latd on the tate. 

Mr. CALHOUN, from the Scloct Committee, apprinted on 
the subject, report da bill granung a bounty in tand to such 
sal@iers of the old fonrth regiment of United States infantry as 
served during any partof the war wih Great Britain. accom- 
panied by a reportin writing; which bill was read the first. and 
second time and committed to a Commitee of the Whole House 
to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. JONN P. KENNEDY, the petiton of Leo. 
nard Joines, pr Zermember 27, 1537, was referred to the 
Cammnittee on Invatid Pensions, 

Mr. GILMER, from the Select Coraminee appeinted on the 

7th of Jane last, on the snbjeet of a general retrenchment of 
the expenditures of the Government, reported a bill to abolish 
the franking privilege as to members and officers of Congress; 
which bill was read the first and second time and committed 
fo the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. GILMER, from the same committee, reported a bill to 
prohibit the use of newspapers and periodicals at the public ex- 
pense, accompanied by a report in writing; which bill was read 
the first and second time and committed tothe Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Select Commiitee to which 
was referred the memorial of the heirs of James Rumsey, de- 
ceased, made a report thereon. accompanied by a bill for the 
benefit of the devisees of James Rumsey, deceased, or their 
heirs; which bill wasread the first and second time and com- 
mitted to a Cammiiteeof the Whole House to morrow, 

Mr, GATES, from the Select Committee ta which the subject 
had been referred, reported a to extend the provisions of an 
act entitled “An act supp'ementary to the act tor the relief of 
certain surviving officers and so'diers of the Revolution,” ap- 
proved ihe 7th Tane, 1832; which bill was read the first and se- 
cond time and commitied to the Committee of the Whole 
Ifouse on the state of the Union. 

Mr. EDWARD D. WHITE, from the Selec: Committee ap- 
pointed on the I4th February last, to wi h was referred the 
memorial of &. Ganon, for compensation for experiments in his 
system of telegraph, madea report thereon, accompanied by a 
bill for his relies} which bill was read the first and second 
time ant committed toa Committee of the Whole Mouse to- 
morrow. 
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Mr. MILTON BROWN, by leave, presented sundry resolu- 
tions of the General A ofihe ð of Tennessee. 
; a back the te bil! allowing 
vy boxes, y 
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striking cut all after the enact 
lowilr 

B enacted, §c. Phat all goods, wares, 
ent-yed for the ben: fitof a drawback of duties may hereafter be 
exported in the original casks. cases, chests, boxes, t” 
other packages, hy sea or otherwise, in Amer 
burthen, either from thed 
or fram any other di 
mediately adjoining the 
tise, when notshipped coart- 
A by land, or part 
rict, for exporta- 
ictions as shall, 


inally en 
dominions, whether ir 
not; said goods, wares, and merchans 
wise, under the present law, may be transpo: 
ly by land and partly hy water, te any othe 
tion, under such roles, regulations, end r st 
from time to time, be prescribed by the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury; and all laws inconsistent with this act are hereby re- 
pealed. x 

Mr. C. in making this report, remarked that it was troper to 
say, that, notwithstanding the committee, under a conviction 
of the great importance of this subject both to our foreign 
freights and to our internal carrying trade with Mexico and the 
British North American colonies, bad concurred in the report, 
some gentlemen on the committee had reserved to themselves 
the liberty of modifying the provisions of the bil, ifeudsequent 


reflection and information should suggest.any desirable amend. . 
ments, Mr. C. in consideration of the impertance.of the bill, 
moved that 1,00) extra copies of the bill, amendment, and ree 
portbe printed; which was agreed to. TAT : 

BANKRUPT LAW, bith Bees Ey 
Mr. MAXWELL, from the Committee on the Judiciary; tò 


-which was referred sundry petitions remonstrating against the 


repeal of the act passed at the last (extra) session of Congress, 
establishing a ualiorm system of bankruptcy, with inatructiong 
“to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill to amend. 
the existing bankruptiaw so as lo inelude all associations and 
corporate bodies issuing notes or bills for circulation As mo- 
hey, and such-other amendments as said committee miiy deem 
necessary,” report, in part— P 

'Fhat it is not expedient to amend the existing bankrupt law 
so as to include associations and corporate bodies issuing notes 
or bills for circulation «s money. 

Mr. M. moved that the report 
printed. : 

Mr. ROOSEVELT called for the reading ofthe report; which 
was read. A : 

Mr R. was about to make a few remarks— 

Bat the SPEAKER having, after some conversation, stated 
that the morning hour had expired, the report goes over until 
to-morrow, x 7 . 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the House resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the State of the Union. 

But Chat motion being being waived) the rules of the House: 
were, on motion of Mr. GORD N, suspended in order to re. 
ceive reports fram committees giving rise to no debate. 

A number of bills were then reported, an account of which is. 
unavoidably deferred to our next. i x 

When the Committee on Foreign Affairs was called— 

Mr. BOWNE rose and said chat he desired to put an inquiry 
to the Cormmitice on Foreign Affairs in relation toa matter now 
pending before them, 

The SPEAKER. It can be done only by general consent, 

Mr. BOWNE desired to inquire when a report might be ex- 
pected from the committee on the petiton some time since re- 
ferred tothem on the subject of American prisoners confined in 
Van Disman’s Land, 3 

[Criegof “order—object —go on with reports.””] , 

So, objection being made, the inquiry was not entertained. 

Osher reports were then made. i 

Mr. M. A. COOPER (leave being denied) moved a suspen- 
sion of the rules for the purpose of enabling him to report a 
bil! providing for the payment of certain volunteers, 

The question being taken, the Louse refused to suspend the 
rules. . 

Mr. McKEON Ceave being denied) moved a suspension of 
the rule, for the purpose of offering the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to com: 
municate to this House the several offers or tids for furnishing 
Indian goods, to be supplied on or before the 1st day of May, 
1842; and that he report the names of the persons offering; the 
articles which they offered to furnish; the respective prices at 
which te olrers were made; and the names of the persons to 
whom the several contracts were ullimately given; and the 
prices at which the contracts were made. 

The question being taken, the House refused to suspend the 
rules, 

Mr. LEWIS, from the Committee of Ways and Means, re- 
ported the following: : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Expenditures.on the Pub- 
lic Buildings inquire to what extent plans have been adopted 
for public buildings, involving expenditures exceeding those 
contemplated in the original appropriations for such objects; 
and to what exient the costs of said buitdings have exceeded 
the estimates for the same; and that said cominittee report such 
means as ihey may think most expedient in preventing such 
abuses in future. 7 

Mr. BARNARD rose and gave notice that he would to-mor- . 
row ask the Fouse to consider the resolution heretofore offer- 
ed by him is relation to the re-avrangement of the Hal, 

Mr, B. stated that he had adiagram at his desk which he 
would be happy toshow to any gentleman who had an interest 
init. 


be Jaid on the table and 


GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. g 

The House, on motion of Mr. FILLMORE, resolved itself 
into Commitee of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
rees, of Massachusetts, in the chair,]on the bill making ap- 
propriations for the civil and diplomatio expenses of the Go- 
vernment for the year 1942. ; 

When the commitiee last rose, the state of the question was 
as follows: g f 

Mr. G. Davis had offered the following amemiment: | 
nd all other job printing, binding, and stationary, In any 
way touching the Bepartm or in any business connected 
with them, shall in li r be Jet in the same way by the 
officer having the charge of the same; and the Jaws of the Uni- 
ted States and all advertisements and other printing: pertaining 
to the public service to be done in any newspaper, shall be 
plinted and published in apers of the 


the newspaper ar newspap í 
piace where such publication may be made; which shall inno 
case exceed three insertionsin the paper extended for country 
circulation, and may,when deemed necessary, be; xtended to twa 
papers published in the same place, having argest number 
cf subscribers, to be verified by the affidavif of the editor or 
editors of the paper making such publicagion, and also of 
the. editors of such other papersasmay propose Lo make the 
Ok And provided further, That nothing herein J 
be consimmed to repeal the provision of any existing taw whioh 
auihorizesthe Secretary of tate to discontinue the publica 
tionof the Jaws in any newspaper for cause, and which forbids 
again the er ne us the p 


contained sball 


oprietor of any newspaper so 


i Thited Siates.”” 
discontinued aws of the United 
To which asi | Wiss had offered an amendnient 


providing (subst: p- 

“That the Secretary of eh 
where on the public grounds a plain sub 
not 10 cost over $10,000, to contain © ark 
Government, and he furnished with founts or pes, sr goti 
excecd in cost $50,000, and ro appoint a pub ic prin el aas ala 
ry of $1.500, whose daty it should eae purha e tag erialp aog 

yi t ices. ne whole cor J 
l; orers atthe usual prices. The w ¢ 

ee ae riataadancs ofthe Vice Presidentand Heads of De- 

artmenis,at Goverament expense. And as soon asthe nw 
eetablishment was prepared to go into operation, thence or: 
ward no editor of a paper or private printer to do the printing 
of the Government.” 


rec e 
State should cause to erected, som 

np stantial brick building, 
z presses fur the use of 


298 


Eroma decision of the Cram deciding (in obedience totwo 
former similar decisions of the committee, though in in oppo- 
‘sition to his own judgment)that the amendmentof Mr. Wiss 
was in order— : ` 

Me, FILLMORE hadappealed. 

And the question’ now recurring, ‘Shall the’ decision of the 
Chair stand as the judgment.of the committee}? : 5 

Mr. FILLMORE solicited Mr. Davis and Mr. Wise to with- 
draw their amendments. : : 

Mr, F. desired to say. to both gentlemen that the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means had now under consideration a bill 

14Jegulate thesé matters of contingent expenses. He could 

ot, of course, pledge himself for the action of the commit- 
tee, yet he had no doubt that a bill would be reported, and that 
would bethe proper time for the consideration of all these 

uestions, x = 

Mr. WISE remarked that the proposition of the gentleman 
from New York, {Mr. FILLMORE] seemed a very fair one, and 
if his (Mr. W’s) pruposition were in the same category as.that 
reported on a former day from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, he would withdraw it. But itso happened (Mr. W. 
was Understood tosay) that without notice the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. Future] had got in a proviso which was just 
as objectionable as the propesition of the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, [Mr. G. Davis,Jand ifthe gentleman from Kentucky 
would withdraw his proposition, he (Mr. W.) would withdiaw 

his, on condition that they could get clearof the proposition of 
the gentleman from New York, which, as he (Mr. W.) had said 
was fully as objectionable. 

Me. W. here indicated his desire to offer an amendment (more 
particularly noticed hereafter) in lieu of the provisy adopted on 
motion of Mr. FILLMORE. 

If (Mr. W. remarked) they could not get clear of this proviso, 
it would be impossible to get this appropriation bill out of com- 
mittee; because, if it was in order to incorporate this proposi- 
tion, any amendment on any contingent item would bein order, 

If the Committee of Ways and Means were to bringin a bill, 
let all the propositions go before them together, and let the ap- 
propriation go on its own basis. > 

» Mr: UNDER WOOD fose to say afew words, 

The CHAIRMAN interposed, and said that the pending ques- 
tion was on the appeal from the decision of the Chair, and the 
debate must be confined to that. The.gentleman from Virginia 
(Mr. Wise) had wandered a little from the strict line of debate, 
with a view to effect some arrangement by whieh the amend: 
ments should be withdrawn. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD referred toa memorial which had been 
transmitted to him from the printers and book binders of the city, 
protesting against the amendment presented from the Committee 
of Waysand Means. He wished to bring it before the House, and 
knew no better mode of doing it than by introducing it here. 

The CHAIRMAN said it was notin order, the question being 
on the appeal. 

Mr. G. JAVIS then rosa, and said that hs was satisfied to 
withlraw his amendment for the present, on the prospect of lo- 
gislation on this subject in a distinct bill, But he gave notice 
that he should hereaiter move to suspend the paymentof most 
of the sums: appropriated by this bill for contingent expenses, 
until the further order of Congress, with a view to compel ac- 
tion on the former, 

a WISE then, for the present, withdrew his proposition 
also, 

So theamendment, and the amendment to the amendment, 
were withdrawn. 

Mr, FILLMORE was not at liberty, he said, to withdraw the 
proviso (before referred to) which had been introduced on his 
motion, as he introduced it under the order of the Committee. 
of Ways and Means. But he ruse to withdraw his appeal 
from the decision of the Chair. 

So the appeal was withdrawn. 

It is necessary here to state what was the precise state of 
the question before those amendments had been offered and 
withdrawn, 

The following itein was under consideration: 

“No. 15. For incidentai and contingent expenses of the De- 
permon of State, including publishing and distributing the 

aws, $25,000. 

Which item had heretofore been amended, on the motion of 
Mr. Frnumors, (made under the direction of the Committee of 
Ways and Means,) by the addition of the following proviso: 

“Provided that the job printing, statienery, and binding of 
each of the Executive Departments shall, until otherwise di- 
rected by law, be furnished by contract, proposals for which 
shall be regularly advertised for in the public prints; the 

claases, character, and description of the printing being spe- 
cified in each advertisement, as far as that can be done, and it 
being made a condition in all cases, unless otherwise specifically 
stated in the advertisement, that the work shall be done in the 
city of Washington; and the contract shall in each case, so far 
as the proposals and acceptance shall enable the contract to be 
made, be given to the lowest bi'der, whose bid shall be accom- 
panied with proper testimoniats of the ability of the bidder to 
fulfil his contract,” 

Mr. WISE said that this proviso which had been adopted 
was wholly out of order, and in order to get clear of this ppo- 
viso, and to leave it, as the proposition of the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Wr. G, Davis) and bis own were, to the action of 
the Committee of Ways and Means, he moved to strike out of 
the 15th clause of the bill, as amended on the motion of Mr, 
Frinowors, all after the word “laws,” in the 77th line and insert 
in lieu thereof the words “twenty-four thousand five hundred 
dollars.” So that it will read 

For incidental and contingent expenses of the Department of 
State, including publishing and distribution of the laws, $24,- 

500. 

He said he was obliged to pursue this course in order to get 
clear of this proviso, as it had been incoporated in the bill and 
could not be reconsidered. 

Mc, FILLMORE said he wes willing the committee should 
dispose of the question as they saw fit. He had moved his 
amendment by orderof the Committee of Ways and Means, 
and withont objection, perhaps without due consideration, the 
Committee had adopted it; but heowed it tothe Department 
of Siate, after the remarxs he had made the other day on the 
discrepancy of the two statements of the cost of printing the 
laws of the United States made by that Department, one fo the 
Committee of Ways and Means and ihe other to the Select 
Committee on Retrenchment, to lay before the committee an 
explanation of this discrepancy from the Department of State. 

(Mr. F. then sent to the Clerk’s table, where it was read, a 
communication from the Department of State explanatory of 
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the cause óf the distrepancy in the two previous statements on 
this subject, and stating thatthe average cost of publishing the 
laws in the newspapers~for the thirteen years, from 1829 to 
1841, inclusive, had been nearly three. times as great as that of 
printing the laws in pamphlet form, and twice as great as 
printing them in pamphlet form and packing and distributing. | 
Mr. UNDERWOOD asked, asthe amendment was to strike 
. out from the clause as it now stood, whether a motion to amend 
the clause did not take precedence? If so, he would offer an 
amendment he hetd in his hand, providing further that sepa- 
rate bida for printing, binding, &c. should be received and ac- 
cepted in favor of the lowest responsible bidder. g g 

Mr. WISE said that the object of all was to get clear of this 
amendment relative to the subject of public printing in this bill, 
and place themselves back in statuquo. Why would the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky try to affect the subject when their ob- 
ject was to strike it out altogether? y 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said if he could move to amend after- 
wards, he would not press has amendment for the present. As 
«the memorial which he held in his hand favored the proposi- 
tion of the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Wiss,] although he 
should vote against the proposition, he considered it his duty to 
have the memorial read. ; 

(Mr. U. then sent to the Clerk, by whom it was read, a me- 
morial from sundry job-printers and book-binders of the city of 
Washington, protesting against the revival of the law provid- 
ing for the letting of the job-printing, binding, siationery, &c. 
of the Departments by contract to the lowest bidder, as subver- 
sive of private interests and detrimental to the public good, 
and giving their reasons therefor. } 

Mr. G. DAVIS said, in opposition to this memorial, he 
would ask to state one or two facts. Previous to 1839 the Na- 
vy Register had been printed under the direction of tha: De- 
partment, and itcost in this manner an average of $700, as he 
was informed by a respectable practical printer of this city. 
When the act of 1839 was passed, and the job let to the lowest 
bidder, he took it for $300, and the next year it was done for 
$250; and this price afforded a fair profit, It seemed to him 
that these facts were worth all the arguments and theories in 
this memorial. He also referred to a statement made to him 
by the same gentleman, that Mr. Allen, printer to the Senate, 
had contracted with Mr. Blake, a bookbinder of this city, who 
gave him (Mr. A.) $200 for every class of Senate journals he 
might bind; and for other binding to which Mr. A. was entitled 
hs had received twenty per cent. on the amount. According 
to this statement, here was a job let to Mr. Allen, who let it to 
a sub-contractor for a profit of $1,000 on five classes of jour- 
nals, and of twenty per cent. on other binding, without having 

* bestowed one cent on the work; and this sub-contractor made a 
fair profit. He asked if such a state of things as in 1839 would 
not produce an immense saving to Government, when on the 
single printing of the Navy Register a workman had performed 
that work for $250 at a fair profit, when it had previously been 
fet out at $700. Jle appealedto thiscommittee whether it was 
not das from this Congress, as sentinels of the public interest, 
to reform such gross evils as these. Another reason why this 
proviso from the Committee of Ways and Means ought not to 
be interfered with, was, that the proviso was the law of the 
land, and no man could read the law of 1839 and say it was not 
so. The heads of the Departments had repealed the Jaw by 
refusing tocarry itinto execution. The provision which the 
committee had adopted was only declaratory of the law now in 
full force, which the heads of Departments had refused to carry 
into execution. He sent to the Clerk’s table, where it was 
read, the law of 1839 relating to this subject. 

Mr, WISE said the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. G. DA- 
vis] liad aided his colleague [Mr. UnpERwocp] in making an ar- 
gument in favor of his (Mr. W’s) proposition. The gentleman 
had stated thatthe law already existed, Why then re-enact it? 
His epinion was that a clause of this sortin an appropria ion 
bill did not expire with the parts of the bill which expired. but 
remained a permanent provision. If so, why repeat statute on 
statute in tolidem verbis? 

The gentleman had given a statement respecting Mr. Allen, 
who was elected—by whom? Bythe Senate He had shown 
that Mr. Allen had made twenty per cent. He might have 
shown more. He might have shown from the report made 
at the lastsession of Congress, that their own printer enjoyed 
that large latitude of profit. And was he to-day to retire from 
the business ofa practical printer, he (Mr. W.) had no doubt 
buthe might let out his job also for a similar profit oftwenty 
percent. or more. Gentlemen cried for reform on the sub- 
ject of the public printing, and at last, when they came to as- 
certain what their amount of reform was, it was the old story 
‘ofyour ex and my bull, “is it your printer or is it my printer 
that is making this profit?’ He put it to gentlemen if they 
would pursue this course of legislation by party action to put 
down one press and build up another? Should the Govern- 
ment. pursue this partial party system of striking at one parti- 
cular printer; and should it play this part of a Jew in having 
its work done at the lowest, meanest prices, at which the poor 
laborer could not support himself? i 

Butthis whole subject of printing was considered by the 
Committee on Retrenchment, and it might be that to-morrow 
or next day they would bring in some form for executing the 
public printing which should reject all these plans. Two 
plans had been tried: the contract plan, which was an utter 
failure, and the plan of electing a public printer; and what did 
thatamountto? It wasa mere party patronage. He was pre- 
pared to show, if the committee would not strike out the pro- 
viso, and he was compelled to offer his amendment, from an es- 
timate which he had received from a practical printer now en- 
gaged in one of the largest establishmentsin this city, that this 
Government would save $0,000 per annum by adopting the 
plan which he proposed. Not only could he show thissaving 
by the adoption of his plan, but they would ensure to this Go- 
vernment the purity of the public press. This patronage to the 
public printer, to the village newspapers throughout the coun- 
try, this power of selecting printers to do the public work, was 
agreater power than any other wielded by the Government. 

Wha: was the power of the metropolitan press? This press, 
in nine cases out of ten, in party measures, was the first to give 
the wink—perhapsat the nod of one manin Washington, who 
had issued his orders to these papers—from which a village 
newspaper took it for granted as public sentiment, while the 
people of the country were about their business unattending to 
the public business. This was the way in which public senti- 
ment was manufactured; and one pitiful, dirty, contemptible 
village newspaper, would sometimes speak the public senti- 
ment of the whole vicinity. They found in a good many cases 
the press at first was against public sentiment. By this patron- 


age— Government patronage—to village newspapers, not only 
was public sentiment manufactured, but independent men, the 
Representatives of the people, who know how the people are 
controlled and deceived by this power of the press—this cor- 
rupt power of the press, that in a majority of instances is 
bribed by these very appropriations for public printing—were 
even constrained to be silent, or, if they went against this, they 
were no longer recognised as their friends. 2 : 

He believed in the liberty, the freedom, and the value of the 
public. press as far as any man did. . One of the greatest bieas- 
ings they: had ever had in the district which he had the honor to 
represent was, that there never was a press established in it, fa 
laugh;] and they would not allow one to beestablished. He 
had ever warred against Executive power since he had been in 
thishall. There was more strength to be dreadedin this arm of 
Executive power, the power of the press, than [any other arm. 
The Government ought to be stripped from the public press; to 
leave the public sentiment in, the hands of the people, and notin 
the hands of your little dirty village sheets, that are bought up 
by this Executive patronage. . 

This subject was fuil of retrenchment, of great reform, in 
comparison with which their retrenchment resolutions, cutting 
down the clerksand pages, dwindled into insignificance. Ifgen- 
tlemen would take up this principle, a boasted Whig principle, 
(or rather a minority principle, for beth parties, when out of 
power, concurred that Government ought to be stripped of this 
overweening -power,)a great and salutary reform might be sf- 
fected. And now was the time for it. For the first time in the 
history of this Government, an Executive was found without a 
party in Congress, or at least a majority party. Now was the 
accepted time for this reform, Let them not say that their Ex- 
ecutive printing should be done on contract, when their Legis- 
lative printer had his work so as to make $70,000 out of 
$150,000. He called on Congress to make it no party question- 
able measure, but to let it remain together, either not to Jegis- 
Jate at all, or go fully and practically into the subject. Until 
he could have have an open bill on this subject, as he hoped he 
would have from the Committee on Retrenchment, he was for 

passing it by altogether. He hoped they would strike out this 
proviso, leaving the contingent item as it is, and the law of 1839 
as itis. That was the object of his amendment. 

Mr. S, MASON addressed the Chair, but yielded the floor mo» 
mentarily to— 

Mr. G. Da VIS, who stated the fact that he had had an inter- 
view with Mr. Altensince he (Mr. D.) had made his previous 
remarks, and was informed by him that it was not true that he 
had let the binding out, as he had made the charge. But in rela- 
tion to the cost of the Navy Register, before and after the con- 
tracts under the law of 1839, his statement was true. He further 
referred to the difference of the cost of printing the Laws of 
Congress in pamphlet form before and after the passage of this 
law, showing that the latter was much less. 

Mr. S. MASON said the present proceeding furnished a most 
satisfactory argument against the action of the committee in the 
form now propsed. There was an immaturity and crudity of 
purpose developed in their proceedings, tending to show, con- 
clusively, that they were notin possession of the requisite in- 
formation to act with intelligence on the great subject involved 
in this amendment. 

Mr. M. said he was in favor of separating the public printin, 
from the political press. It was a principle that he avowe 
when he was in the minority. 

Mr. MASON here suspended his remarks; and, 

The SPEAKER having momentarily resumed the chair for 
this purpose— i P 

Two messages in writing were received f om the President of 
the United States by the hands of Joun Tyan, jr. esq. his pri- 
vate secretary. : 

Mr. CUSHING asked for the reading of the messages. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he doubted the propriety of the read- 
ing of the messages at this time, the SPEAKER having resumed! 
the chair merely for their reception. 

Mr. CUSHING moved that the messages be read, 

The SPEAKER said it had not been the practice of the 
House to interrupt the business of the committee for this pur- 
pose. When the committee rose, the gentleman could move 
the reading. 

Mr. CUSHING said he would then move that the committee 
rise for this purpose. 

The CHAIRMAN resumed his seat; and 

Mr. MASON continued. As the gentleman from Virginia 
(Mr. Wiss) had said, this was emphatically a Whig principle. 
It was was when they were in the minority, the gentleman had 
said; and he might have done them additional justice if he had 
made another remark—that the proposition naw pending con- 
tained infallible, unquestionable evidence that this principle was 
not intended to be abandoned now, when they were in a majo 
rity, Cif so be that they were in a majority.) There were before 
the gentleman ‘incontestable proofs that, in the majority, they 
were what they professed in the minority. 

He agreed with the gentleman from Virginia that this wasa 
question of very great magnitude, and thatits discussion shanld 
be postponed to a more favorable moment. Its pol:tical and 
moral bearings were of great importance. In the belief that the 
details of this system could not receive full consideration on this 
amendment, he was resolved that he would vote against every 
proposition on the subject, and would therefore go to strike out 
the proviso from the Committee of Ways and Means, b. cause it 
was the occasion of difficuity in this bill, and because it was an 
imperfect provision, not comprehending all the details. 

He was now, as he had been yeargago, in favor of a national 
printing enstablishment; whether such an establishment would 
cost more or Jess than the present mode would be of secondary 
consequence. In the separation of the printing of the Govern- 
ment from the public press, he could seea security of public 
morality of inestimable value. 


He hoped that alarge majority of the committee would be 
found in favor of the amendment now pending, in order that 
they might get rid of the subject now obstructing all legislation: 
and he trusted a majority would be found to carry a resolution 
to the Committee on Retrenchment or one of the standing com- 
mittees, anthorizing that committee to make such inquirieg.ag 
are necessary, and propose a plan that should comprehend the 
entire extent of the public printing of the two Houses of Con- 
gress and the Executive Departments of Government. He saw 
no reason why it could not be done at any time. 


If it was the desire of the committee to take the question 
nvs he would very willingly give way that the vote might be 
taken. 


Mr. CUSHING said if the question was to be taken he 
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youd ask for tellers. If not, he would move that the commit- 
ee rise. 

ae CHAIRMAN stated the question to be on the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. McKEON said he hoped the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
Mason] would go on in his remarks. 

Mr. CUSHING (Mr. Mason yielding him the floor fer that 
purpose) moved that the committee rise. 

Which motion prevatling— 

The committee rose and reported progress. 

On motion of Mr. CUSHING, the.Hause preceeded to dis- 
Pose of certain Executive communications. 

THE STATE OF THE TREASURY. 
The SPEAKER laid before the Houso the fullowing commu- 


nication: 

WASHINGTON, March 8, 1842. 

To the House of Representatives: k 

I feel it to be my duty to invite your attention ta the accom- 
panyimg Communication from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
in relation to the probable demands which will be made upon 
the Treasury ` for the present quarter. It will be seen that, 
without arresting the requisitions which will be made by the 
Warand Navy Departments for the months of March, April 
and May, there will be an unprovided for deficit of upwards 
of three millions. 

Tcannot bring myself, however, to believe that it will enter 
Into the view oiany dcepartinent of the Government to arrest 
works of defence now ia progress of completion, or vessels un- 
der construction or preparation for sea. Having due regard to 
the unsettled condition of our foreign relations, and the expozed 
situation of our inland and maritime frontier, I should feel my- 
self wanting in my duty to the country, if I could hesitate in 
urging upon Congress all necessary appropriations for placing 
it inan attitude of strength and security. Such recommenda: 
tiod; however, has heretofore been made, in full reliance as well 
on Congress as on the well known patriotism of the people, 
their high sense of national honor, and their determination to 
defend our soit from the possibility, however remote, of a hos- 
tile invasion, 

The diminution in the revenue arising from the great dimi- 
nution of duties under what is commonly called the compro- 
mise act, necessarily involves the ‘Treasury in embarrassmnents, 
which have been for some years palliated by the temporary 
expedient of issuing Treasury notes—an expedient which, at- 
fording no permasent relief, has imposed upon Congress, from 
time to time, the necessity of replacing the old by a new issue. 
The amount outstanding on the dih ef March, 1840, varies in no 
great degree from the amount which will be outstanding on the 

rst of January next; while in the interim the new issues are 
rendered equivalent to the redemption of the cld, and at the end 
of the iiscal year leave an augmented pressure on the finances 
by the accumulation of interest, 

The contemplated revision of the tariff of duties may, and 
doubtless will, lead ia the end to a relief of the Treasury from 
these constantly recurring embarrassiments: but it must be ob- 
vious that time will be necessary to realize the full anticipa- 
tions of financial benefit from any modification of the tariff 
laws. In the mean time, Isubmit to Congress the suggestions 
made by the Secretary, and invite its prompt and speedy ac- 
tion. JOHN TYLER. 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, March 7, 1942. 

To the President of the United States: 

Sie: The duty devolved by the Constitution upon the Presi- 

- dent of the United States “to take care that the laws be faithful- 

ly executed,” renders it properthat you should be advised of 

+ the presert condition of the Treasury, as wel! in regard to the 

claims upon itas of the means for their discharge,in order that 

you may decide upon the exped 

the necessity of further provisions for meeting the public obli- 
vations, 

. The aggregate of demands upon the Treasury, during the pre- 

sent and the twa succeeding months, is estimated, as will be 

seen by the statement which {have the honor herewith to sub- 
mit, at $9,574,040, ‘Phe immediate means within the command 
of the Treasurer for meeting those expenditures were, at the 
commencement of the present month, including the unexpended 
power lo issne Treasury notes, under the act of the 3ist of Ja- 
nuary last, about three millionsof dollars. Of thissum, nearly 
two hundred thousand are in the land offices. A portion ofthis 
-atnount has been paid for land since the first of January last, 
and is required by law to be paid over tothe several States, 

The greater portion of itis held at points not convenient for 

ordinary disbursements, 

The nett revenve from customs during the present and two 
succeeding months is estimated at $3,250,000. But, after ad- 
ding this amount to the means now at the command of the Trea- 
sury, there will still remain a deficit to be provided for 
of upwards of three millions for the service of the same pe- 
riod. 

In submitting to Congress the annual report of the Depart- 
ment on the finances, it was suggested that an authority to is- 
sue Treasury notes to the amountof five millions, with such 
an exterision of the term of the loan remaining to be disposed of 
as wonld render it negotiable, would, with the revenue from 
imports, enable the Department to meet the expenditures 
of the present year, At the same time, a revision of the 
tariff was urged asan indispensable means of sustaining public 
credit. : 

You are aware that, while the report on the finances was in 
the course of preparation, the plan ot the fiscal agent. or Exche- 
quer, since submitted to Congress, was under your considera- 
tion. No doubt was entertained that, in the eventof its adoption 
by Congress, it would obviate the necessity of any further pro- 
vision for redeeming the Treasury notes required forthe ser- 
vice of the present year, and payable in ihe next. The facility 
of expanding theissue of exchequer bill toa given extent was 
expected ‘to afford facilities that would remove all apprehen- 
sion of embarrassment, while the issue ofits maximumof 
$15,009,009, resting on $5,000,000 of specie, any $5,000,000 of 
Government stock, to be held in reserve to meet and coatingen- 
cies of such issue, and aided by the daily accruing revenue, 

was regarded as placing such issue on a foundatien perfectly 
sure and stable. 

Should this provision, however, not be adopted by Congress 
then itis obvious that the whole amount ofthe Treasury notes 
authorized by the late act of Congress will become a burden 
upon the revenue of 1843, without any adequate provision for 
relief And, in view of this state of things, it becomesa ques- 
tion ofgyave importance, whether it would not be advisable to 
recommend an increase of the loanto an amount sufficient to 
absorb the Treasury notes that will be outstanding at the end of 


acy of laying before Congress- 


the year, and to be applicable in the mean time to the redemp- 
tion of such as may be offered for that purpose. But whether 
this shall be done or not, it is obvious that the existing siate of 
the ‘Freasury calls for the immediate intervention of Congress 
to save the good faith of the Government. And no effectual 
expedient for this purpose is perceived, but that of enlarging 
the term of so much of the loan as remains to be negotiated to 
a period of at least twelve years, and securing the payment of 
principal and interest by p.edginga distinct source of revenue 
for that purpose, 

I have taken leave to place the accompanying statement 
before you, that you may decide whether any, and, if any, 
what measures onght to he adopted by the Executive under the 
circumstancés therein exhibited. K would be wholly super- 
flnons to add any suggestion in regard to the paramount impor- 
tance of maintaining the fdelity of the Government to all its 
engagements. W. FORWARD, 

g Secretary of the Treasury. 
Statement of means in the Treasury on the lstof Mureh, 
1842. 

Cash subject to the drafts of tie Treasurer by the latest re- 

turns to this date, with the several depositories and col- 
lectors aa oe - - - < $287,919 03 
Subjects fo draft in the land offices, by latest re- : 

: - 178,311 20 


turns - - . - 


416,260 23 


Amount of Treasury notes authorized by act of 
31st of January last, which may be issued on Ist 


of March - - - - 2,653,093 36 


Total of immediate resources, $3,06: 

Estimated revenue from customs during March, 1,25 
a pe April, 1,000,000 00 
k K May, 1,000,000 00 


Meaus for the current three months, $6,319,353 53 


Probable demanes during the current’ three 
months: 

The amount of Treasury notes issued ia March, 
I841,at6 percent. was about $1,200,600. Es- 
umating that two-thirds of these have been al- 
ready redeemed through the custom-houses and 
land offices, there remains to be paid during the 


month of March - - - $400,000 00 
The Becreiary of War estimates his requisitions : 
in March ar - - . - 822,692 60 


The Secretary of the Navy estimates his requisi- 
lions in March ac - š - - 
No salaries having been paid by the Treasury 
siocetha ISthof January on account of the civil 
list, and the quarterly payment of interest ou 
public debt becoming due on the Ist of April, the 
payment on account of civil list, foreign inier- 
course, and miscellaneous and legisiative ex- 
penditures, should the usual appropriation bill 
passin the course of March, may be estimated 
at = -. - a T - . 


900,000 00 


1,275,000 00 
$3,737,692 00 
The amount of Treasury notes issued at6 per cent, 
daring the month of April, 1841, was about 
$850,000. Estimating that one-half have been 
redeemed through the custom-houses and land 
Offices, and the other half held for investment, 
there will remain to be paid in April, $425,000 
Tne Secretary of War estimates his re- 
guisitions in April st - - - 906,128 
The Secrerary of the Navy estimates his 
requisitions in April at - - - 724,060 
The civil list, foreign intercourse, and 
miscellaneous and ‘legislative, will re- 
quire about - - - -~ 609,600 
—— 2,555,128 00 
The amount of Treasury notes at 6 per cent. 
issued in May, 1841, was about $1,280,000 
Estimating, as above, that one-half 
have already been redeemed, there will 


be required in May for this item - $619,000 
The Secretary of War estimates his re- 
ions for May al - > - 1,491,220 


quis 
The Secretary of tie Navy estimates his 
requisitions for May at - - $ 
Civil list, foreign intercourse, and miscel- 
laneous and legislative, will require 
| about $ . - r . 


650,000 


Tota] estimated expenditures for curr 
months - - : . - 


Deficlercy of estimated means - - 


The reading of the communication having been conciuded— 
Mr. FILLMORE said he concurred in the views e 
by the Sceretary ofthe Treasury in regard to the nec y 
immediate action in relation ta the fin s; but he considered 
it due to the Committee of Ways and Means to siate that they 
had not hitherto acted on the subject of a permanent revenue, 
because they had, thus far, heen waiting for an expected pro 
jet from the Secretary on that subject. The present communi- 
cation proposeden extension of the time of the lcan already 
authorized, for wh there was at this time a bill pending be- 
fore the House, and for the passage of which Mr. F. fel great 
anxiety. Tae message further contemplated an increase of 
ameunt of the loan, On pointhe was not at present pre- 
. pared to expressany opinion. It must be with trmost pos- 
siblereluctanre that he ever could yield his 
increase of isti loan or to any new e 
Treasury not 


ay, 
of the 
country. (Loud cries of “Certainly; cha 2 

Mr. F. moved to referthe communication to the Committee 


of Ways and Means. 

Mr. MoKEON said he was rot surprised at the tenor of the 
communication just read. k was what he had been expecting 
for sama time. The Government was now, at length, brought 
up to the question how it was to get along: and witha view to 


ascertain how Congress was disposed "to employ. the means it 
did possess, he would move to refer tho communication to a 
commitiee with instructions to report a bill repealing the law 
in relation to the distribution of the proceeds: of the public 
lands among the States, $ 

Mr, WISE thought it was better, before considering this pro- 
Pasiuon of reference, to have the other Executive communica: 
tion read. : 

Mr. FILLMORE said that, ashe perceived the motion of-re- 
ference was likely to give rise to debate, he would move to post- 
pone the consideration of the subject until to-morrow, : 

Mr. SPRIGG here asked if it Would be in order for him to 
offer a resolution of inquiry ofthe Secretary of the “Hreasury. as 
to the amount of ‘Treasury notes outstaa ting on the Ist of Janus 
ary and on the Ist of March of the present year? > 

The CHAIR observed this could oniy be done by general con- 
sent. 

My. FILLMORE was understood as objecting; and he said he 
would change his motion of postponementto one that the mes- 
sage be referred to the Commitee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union and printed. ` 

Mr. McKEON asked whether in that case his instructions 
would apply to that committee? 

The SPEAKER said if adopted they would. 

Mr. SPRIGG made another effort to offer his resolution, but 
without success. 

Mr. CUSHING suggested the propriety of postponing any 
final disposition of the communication until to-morrow, suffers 
ing it meanwhile to be printed, which was agreed to by general 
consent,- 

A second communication from the President of the United 
States was then read, [Sse Senate proceedings.) 

Mr. BARNARD (Chairmanof the Commiuee on the Judi- 
ciary) said that it would be recollected by the members of. the 
House that the general subject referred to in the message had 
been for some time before the Judiciary Committee, who had 
reported a hill in relation to if; and Mr. B. should haye been 
very glad to have seen a moment when he could, with any 
prospect of success, have asked the House to take up that bill 
out of its orderand act upenit. He had been aware, some time 
since, from information in possession of the Executive Depart- 
ment ofthe Government, that there was hazard of the occur- 
rence ofjust such an eventas was now mentioned inthe mes- 
sage: he had apprehended that such a case would arise; but he 
had seen no momentin which he could ask the ttouse to take 
up tho bill which the committee had reporied: he well knew 
that whenever itdid come up it must excite debate, and that 
very great diflerences of opinion might be expected to existin 
regard to it. 

He moved the message be referred to that Committee of tha 
Whole on the state of the Union to which the bill he had just al- 
luded to had been referred, and that itbe printed; and he'should 
be very glad if the House would fix upon an early day for its 
consideration. . 

Mr, CUSHING said that, instead of the conrse proposed by. 
the honorable gentleman from New York, (Mr. Bannarp,] he 
would suggest to him the propriety of referring the message to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, so as once more to give that 
committee jurisdiction of the question, and Jet that committee 
present to the House a proposition as to the proper time of ta- 
king upand consi'ering the bill mentioned by its chairman. 

Mr. BARNARD said that unless he could have ieasona- 
ble assurance that the House would agree to an early day for its 
consideration, be should object to the course suggested, 

The CHAIR here reminded Mr. Banwarp that whenever the 
House should go into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union itconld take up the bill from the Commitee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. BARNARD, after a brief consultation, moved to dis- 
charge the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
to whom the bill from the Committee on the Judiciary had 
been referred, from ihe further consideration of that bill, that it 
might thus be brought into the House; and ifthat motion should 
prevail, Mr. B. would then name Monday next as the day upon 
which he would move its consideration, 

Mr. PICKENS did not rise with any pupose of going into a 
discussion of the subject of the message. He regretted exceeds 
ingiy thatit had been deemed necessary to make such a com- 
munication, and that the motion of the chairman of the ©. m: 
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Mr. r. not prepared to 
uss the bili from the Judiciary 
Commiitee. it wasa subject involving the criminal jurisdice 
tion of every State in the Union. He hoped it would not be 
taken out of the Committee of the Whole, but would be taken 
up dn committec and there fully and freely discussed. 

“Mr. LOWNE objected to the farther consideration of the 
motion, and moved to adjourn; but, on earnest remonstrance 
by several members, consented to waive his motion provided tle 
question could be at once taken without further debate, 

Mr. BARNARD expressed his assent to the suggestion of 
MreCusnine, and added to his motion for discharging the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union from the bill, a 
on thatit he referred to the Committee on the Judiciary; 
was agreed to. 

Whereupon, oa motion of Mr. ROWNE, the House ad- 
journed. 
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Kennedy, Lewis, Littlefield, . Lowell, Abraham McClellan, . 
Robert. McClellan, McKay, McKeon, Alfred Marshall, John 
T. Mason, Medill, Meriwether, Néwhard,. Oliver, Owsley, 
Partridge, Pearce, Pickens, Alexander Randall, Reding, 
Rencher, Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, Roosevelt, Saunders, Shaw, 
Shepperd, Shields, Wiliam Smith, Steenrod, Alexander I. 
H. stuart, Summers, Sweney, Taliaferro, Jacob Thompson, 
Turney, Van Buren, Warren, Washington, Watterson, West- 

: brook, Christopher H. Williams, and Wise—98, 

NAYS—Messrs.. Adams, Allen, Landaff W. Andrews, 

Arnold, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Barton, Blair, Boardman, 
Borden, Briggs, Brockway, Jeremiah. Brown, Burnell, Cal- 
houn; ‘Thomas J. Campbell. Childe, Chittenden, .Jobn C. 
Clark, James Cooper, Cranston, Cravens, Cushing, Garrett 
Davis, Deberry, John Edwards, Everett, A. Lawrence Fos- 
ter, Gates, Gentry, Giddings, Patrick G. Geode, Granger, 
Greene, Gustine, Hall, Henry, Howard, Hudson, Charles J. 
Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, James, Linn, 
Thos. F. Marshall, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Max- 
well, Maynard, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Osborne, Parmenter, 
Plumer, Pope, Powell, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, Randolph, 
Ridgway, Rodney, William Russell, James M. Russell, 
Baltonstall, Simonton, Snyder, Stokely, Stratton, John T. 
Stuart, John B. Thompson, Rich’d W. Thompson, Tillinghast, 
Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Van 
Rensselaer, Wallace, Edward D. White, Joseph L. Williams, 

Winthrop, and Augustus Young—8&8. 
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IN SENATE, 3 
WEDNESDAY, March 9, 1842, 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented petitions from Chatauque, 
Jefferson, and Franklin counties, New York, against a post- 
ponement or a repeal of the Bankrupt law. 

Mr. EVANS presented the petition of Thomas Allen, asking 
an additional appropriation to pay him the balance due for 
printing and binding the Biennial Regis.er: referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. MILLER presented a memorial of a number of citizens 
of New Jersey, praying the imposition of a specific duty on 
window glass: referred to the Cominittee on Manufactures. 

Mr. STURGEON presented.a petition from citizens of Iy- 
coming county, Pennsylvania, praying that, in the adjustment 
of the tariff, the duty on imported iion may be restored to what 
it was in 139: referred to the Committee on Manufactures. 

Mr. MOREHEAD presented a memorial from citizens of 
Ohio and Kentucky, praying a modification of the patent law 
of July, 1836, by the repeal of sume portions of it: referred to 
the Judiciary Commitiee. 

My. YOUNG presented to the Senate a communication from 
the Com missioner of the General Land Office, on the subject of 
section 16, intownship six south, of range two east, in Frank- 
Jin county, Ilinois; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands, which had charge of that subject, 

The bill tosuspend, tor a limited time, the operation of a 
portion of theact entited “An act to revive and extend the 
Charters of certain banks in the District of Columbia,” having 
been read a third time, and the question being stated, Shall the 
bill pass? 

Mr. WOODBURY interposed, and said he trusted that the 
uestion would not now be taken, as it was apparent that very 
ew Senators were present, and as it was understood yesterday 

that the yeasand nays would be called to-day upon the third 
reading of the bill. He hoped, therefore, that it would be 
passed by for filteen or twenty minutes, at least, 

Mc. OLAY., Very well; let us have the yeas and nays. I 
cail for them. 

Mr. CALHOUN said that the object of the Senator from 
New Hampshire was to delay the bill for a few minutes, to 
give many gentlemen, who were absent, and who would vote 
against the bill, time to arrive and take their seats in the Senate. 
Besides, it hadalways been usuai to tuke the vote on bills afer 
the morning business bad been gone through wiih; and. by 
acquiescing in the suggestion of the Senator fram New Hamp- 
shire, the public business would sufler not the least detriment. 

© Mr. CLAY remarked that the subject was pressing, and he 
presumed that the morning businces had been gone through 


with. 

Mr. WRIGHT informed the Senator that he entertained a 
contrary opinion, 

Mr. FULTON said that the committees had not yet beea 
called. 


Me WALKER, from the Judiciary Committee, reported a 
bill authorizing the settlement of accoun:s of Joseph Nourse; 
waich wagread, and ordered to a second reading, , 

Also, reported back to the Senate, with an amendment, the 
bilt to increase the compensation of the Judge of the District 
Court of the State of Louisiana from $2,000 to $3,009. 

Mr. W. said a resolution was also referred to the same com- 
mittee, instructing them to inquire into the expediency of in- 
creasing the salary of the Disuict Judge of Indiana from $1 000 
to $1,500. Mr. W. said a majo of the cammittee were 
opposed to the increase, and directed him to ask the discharge 
of the committee; but so far as bis opinion goes, be chought the 
increase shouldbe made. The committee was discharged. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana said that he would move to amend 
every bill to increase the salaries ot judges, until justice shall 
have been done to the S:ateofIndiana. ~ 

On motion of Mr. KING, the petition of Wm. H. Robinson 
and others, praying to be released from liabilities incurred as 
sureties under an unintentional violation of Jaw prohibiting-the 
importation of slaves into the United States, was ordered io be 
taken from the files, and referred to the Committe oa Fi- 
nance. 

Mr, FULTON, from the Committee on Private Land Claima 
reported back to the Renate, without amendment, the bill to 
confirm claims to land in the district between the Rie Hondo 
and Sablie rivers. 

Mr. BAYARD, on leave, Introduced a bil restricting fur- 
loughs in the naval s which was read twice, and referred 
to the Commitres on Naval i 

Mr. BERRIEN, c 3 
repart of the de 
Srates; which was read twie 

the Judiciary. 

A NEW NATIONAL EXCHEQUER, 
_ Mr. EVANS said that several days agoa memorial, propos- 
ing a plan fora National Exchequer of the United States, had 
been referred tothe Committee on Finance. This memorial 
was presented by the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. ALLEN,Jand was 
the yesult of the deliberations of Jacob Benner; but it appeared 


atvodaced a bill to provide for the 
Supreme Court of the United 
nd referred to ihe Committee on 
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from the journal thatit emanated from a woman. -This was- a 
mistake, the name of the place where Mr. tenner resided hav- 
ing been taken for the name of the memorialist.. Therefore 
there was; as a consequence, some doubt about the petition 
being genuine. The committee, however, had lonked into the 
subject, ant bad instructed hinf to move that they be dis- 
charged from its farther consideration. Whatever might be 
its merits, it was certainly a novel plan, and proposed to esta- 
blish a National Exchequer, the capital to be $200,000,000; and 
under an apprehension that there was nota sufficiency of gold 
and’silver in the. country for this purpose, the memorialist de- 
signed to dispense with these metals. and substitute a coinage of 
copper asa legal tender in payment of debts, and it was sug- 


` gested to purchase twenty millions of pounds of copper out of 


which to manufacture the two hundred millions worth of cur- 
rency, thus making one pound 6f copper, after being coined, 
equal in valueto ten dollars. There were many reasons urged 
in favot of thisscheme, one of which was that the currency that 
would be afforded would not be drained off by foreign nations, 
as was now the case wilh gold andsilver. He moved that the 
committee be discharged from the further consideration of the 
memorial. 

Mr. ALLEN said that it was due to himself to say that if he 
had not betieved that the memorialist was serious as to the sys- 
tem which had been suggested, he would not have presented it 
tothe Senate. The scheme was certainly an extravagant one, 
but however peculiar were the views of the memorialist, they 
were not more se than those of gentlemen more conspicuous 
than himself. The memorialist and all of his family were re- 
enectable persons, and it was not hisdesign to impose upon the 
Senate any trivial matter; besides be was a worthy man, and 
from all he [Mr. ALLEN] knew, a sensible one, but on the finan- 
cial and Exchequer projects of the day, he hat taken the liberty, 
common to the understanding of statesmen, to indulge in his 
imagination. 

The committee was discharged from the further consideration 
of the memorial. 

Several adverse reports of committees were taken from the 
table and concurred i^ by the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. KING, it was 

Resolved, That.the Committee on the Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of authorizing William 
Waller to purchase at the minimum price fractional section 
17, S. 5, R. 4 £. inthe Cahaua land district, in the State of Ala- 
bama, which tract of land was resurveyed to Arthur Sienure by 
the treaty of Fort Jackson, and conveyed to him by said Wil- 
liam Waller for a valuable consideration. 

PASSAGE Or THE DISTRICT BANK BILL. 

Mr. CLAY moved that the Senate now take up the bill from 
the House, which, as amended yesterday, and ordered to be en 
grossed, authorizes the banks in the District of Columbia to re- 
ceive and pay out depreciated bank paper for one year, or 
until the banks in Baltimore or Richmond resume specie pay- 
ments. 

My. KING objected; he desired to go on with the orders of the 
day during the morning hour. Ifthe bank bil! should be taken 
up at this time, a discussion might arise which would continue 
throughont the day. 

Mr. CLAY said, that at one o’clock he wanted totake up the 
resolutions in relation to the tariff; and he again moved that 
they preceed to dispose of the bank bill, as the Senate 
was probably as full now as it would be at any time during the 


day. 

Ni r. KING remarked that they would hava to postpone the 
orders of the day for that purpose. 

Mr. CLAY didnot think so. 

Mr. KIN said that it was not yet one o'clock. 

Mr. CLAY observed that bills were alwaystaken up before 1 
o'clock. 

Mr. KING entertained a contrary opinion, 

The bill was however taken up, and read the third time; and 
the question being, Shall the bill pass? 

Mr. WOODBURY called for the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered, and being taken, were~yeas21, nays 18, as fol- 
lows: 

YKAS—Messts. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choate, Clay, Clay- 
ton, Evans, Graham, Huntington, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, 
Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Southard, 
Sprague, Talimadge, and Woodbridge—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alien, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, Fulton, 
King, Linn, McRoberts, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut. Stur- 
geon, Tappan, Waiker, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, 
and Young~-18. ; 

So the bill was passed. 4 oa 

The Senate then proceeded to the cossideration of the orders 
ofthe day, which brought up the bill t amendahe act entitled 
“An act to appropriate the proceeds off the salés of the public 
Janes, and to grant pre-emption rights,’§ approved September 4, 
1541. The immediate question pending was the following 
amendment, submitted by Mr. McRorpdrrs oh yesterday, viz. 

“That so much of the act entitled ‘Ah acf to appropriate the 
proceeds of the sales of the public none togrant preemp- 

ii 


tion rights,’ approved September 4, one sand eight hundred 
and forty one, as excludes from the right®f pre-emption those 
who settled upon the publie lands befo® they were surveyed: 
and so much of the said act as excludes from the tight of pre- 
emption thase who own three hundred and twenty acres offand 
elsewhere, or those whoremoved from their own land to reside 
upon the public lands; and so much of said act as denies a pre- 
emption to all persons who are not citizens of the United States, 
or who had not filed their application to become citizens, before 
they settled upon the land; be and the same is hereby repealed 
and modified, so as to allow a pre-emption to all persons who 
are entitled to the same according to the other provisions of 
that act; and all persons who shall become citizens of the United 
States, or who shail file their declaration in the proper court of 
record, to become citizens at any time before the public sale of 
the land upon which they reside, and who shall have made the 
settlement and improvements required by said act, shall be en- 
titled to a pre-emption under the same.” 

Mr. McRORERTS observed that he had offered his amend- 
mend with the view of effecting a change ia the provisions of 
theact of September jast, by removing the restrictions which 
operated so unjustly and injuriously against settlers on the 
public lands. He did this under the hope thatthe change pro- 
posed to be effected would remain asa permanent provision of 
Jaw on the statute book, governing the subjoct of pre-emption. 
This never could be the case with regard to the provisions of 
the act of lastsession. It never could become the settled policy 
of the Government. twas an act which had already met the 
condemnation of the people, andif it was not changed now, 


_ but no quoram having voted,” 


the question -wouid be agitated from time to time tll it wag re- 
pealed. He pointed out how injuriously it affected the citizens 
of nine States, and those, too, who were least able to bear it— 
poor men who had immigrated from the old States with their 
families and settled on small tracts of land, and expended alt 
their means in buildings and other improvements to provide a 
permanent home. He denounced the infraction of their pos- 
sessions as unjust and odious in the extreme, and contended 
that no Government could have a moral right to treat such 
citizens in the manner they were treated. under the provisions 
ofthe est. He maintained that it was the duty of the Govern- 
ment, when it foundits legislation operating unjustly, to retrace 
its steps. Such was the operation of this law; and it had now 
become the patriotic duty of Senators who had voted for its 
enactment, to yield their prejudices, anc make atonement by 
repealing the odious restrictions of the law. There was not 
one of those restrictions that had not met the unqualified con- 
demnation of the people. He contrasted the policy of this act 
with the established policy ofthis Government heretofore, and 
showed that more iniquitous and injurious restrictions. could 
not be devised—restrictions more at war with sound principles: 
of political economy than those complained of. i 
Avarice, in its wildest freake, never conceived the policy of 
selling from thesé settlers their improved lands to fill the cof- 
fers of the public Treasury, till the act of the last session, 
which owesits origin to distribution and the dominant party. 
Let it be remembered whoit was passed that act. The story 
has been told in thousands of log cabins, the inmates of which 
will long remember it. Within the last six months, the effecta 
of its impression on their hearts had héen told in tones of thun- 
der. Heurged that this was not a trivial question, nor one af- 
fecting a smal] and obscure portion of the citizens of this Union; 
it affected immediately or remotely five millions of people, 
comprising no ordinary share of the bone, sinew, and muscle, 
which made up the strength, the energy, and the power of the 
country. The settlers on the public lands formec a class : f 
citizens who had peculiar claims on the Government foe en- 
couragement. Yettheactof distribution, in fourteen or fifteen 
of its provisions, was an act of legislation against them—an act. 
of the most unjust and flagitious character. Many of these 
provisions were at war with the spirit and genius of this Go- 
vernment, and openly unconstitutional—particularly that. 
which coerced a citizen on accountof rights secured to him by 
the Constitution—rights of locomotion and perfect free- 
dom as to the possession of, and liberty to do what he pleases 
with, his property; for it denied a man owon 
land by inheritance, donation, purchase, or marriage—lan 
that might be useless or unsaleable, from settling on the public. 
domain upon the same terms as other citizens; or, if such a 
man had been a setiler, and spent his money and lator on im- 
provements to make a home for himself and family, in perfect 
ignorance of this law, or at so remote a point irom any land 
office as not to be able to learn its restrictions, he might be dis- 
possessed by anew comer, who should erect a shanty on his 
farm, and occupy itbut three days. He further remarked, that 
the class of citizens who composed the settlers on the public 
lands, in advance of their being offered for sale, was a class ac- 
tive, enterprising, industrious, honest, and independent, who 
would as peaceably, yet determinedly, assert their rights and 
maintain them, asany member of the Senate itself, should his 
rights be invaded by an iniquitous and detestable enactment. 
Already had large meetings of most respectable citizens, who 
had settled on the public lands, taken place in Ilinois, at which 


resolutions were passed showing the utter impossibility of care- 


rying the provisions of this law complained of, into operation, 
He read several of these resc!utions, and called upon the Se- 
nate, before rt was too late, soto modily the act as to remove 
from it the featurcs of injustice which necessarily id to sucha 
state of things, and such resolutions. i 

Mr. SMIGH of Indiana obtained the floor, and expressed a 
desire to speak on the bill, but yielded to 

Mr. CLAY, who said that there was a special order for to. 
day, and therefore he hoped that the Senator would desist from 
doing so. 

Mr. SEVIER observed that, as it was late in the day, he hoped 
they would go on with the subject now before them. 

Mr. CLAY again expressed his desire to take up the speciat 
order. 7 

Mr. KING reminded him that the business pending must 
first be disposed of by a motion. 

Mr. CLAY then moveri to lay the land bill upon the table, 
with a view to take up the spevijal order. 

The question being taken, there appeared—ayes 12, noes 10; 


Mr. CLAY expressed a hope that gentlemen would vote one 
way orthe other. If it was the disposition of the Senate not to 
act upon his resolutions, he would abide by it. 

The question was again taken—ayes 16, noes I1!—~and the bill 
was laid upon the tables and ` 

The Senate accordingly proceeded to the consideration of the 
resolutionsof Mr. CLAY, to increase the tariff above the maxi- 
mum of the compromise act—to repeal that provision of the 
distribution act which requires its operation to be suspended if 
a duty of more than 20 per cent. be demanded to support the 
Goverament—to retrench and to e onomize the expenses of 
Government; and Mr, Wrient’s amendments thereto in favor 
of practical economy by abolishing useless offices, by lopping 
offall unnecessary expenses in Congress and all the Depart. 
ments of the Government. and by repealing the distribution act, 
so as to render any increase of the tariff above the compromise 

act, orany new burdens on the people, unnecessary, 

The first resolution wasread, as follows: 

Resolved, That it is the duty of the General Government, 
in conducting its administration, to provide an adequate reve- 
nue within the year to meet the current expenses of the year; 
and that any expedient either by loan or by Treasury notes, to 
supply, in time of peace, a deficiency of revenue, especially 
during successive years, is unwise, and must lead to pernicious 
consequences 

The CHAIR asked if the Senate were ready for the question 
on the resolution. 

Mr. KING remarked that various amendments had been pro- 
posed to the resolutions by the Senator from New York, [Mr. 
Wrrcut.} 

Mr. CLAY said thatthe amendments did not apply to the first 
resolution; and as no objection had been miade tu it, he hoped 
that the question would be taken npon it at this time. 

Mr. CALHOUN observed that as some gentleman might de- 
sire to address the Senate upon the subject, he would. move ta. 
postpone the further consideration of the resolutions until te- 
morrow. 


: 


Mr. CLAY said thathe was perfectly willing, if any gentle- 
man desired to speak, to postpone the resolutions until to-mor- 
row, with the understanding that they would then take them 
up, and proceed with their consideration, from day to day, until 
they were disposed of, without permitting any other business to 
intervene: j 

Mr. SEVIER hoped that, if any-gentleman desired to speak, 
he might be permitted to do so. Ue thought one subject should 
be disposed of before proceeding to the consideration of another. 
He hoped, therefore, the Land bill might be disposed of then. 

‘The Senate, however, on motion, went into Executive session, 
and after some time spent therein, 
Adjourned.§ 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepnespay, March 9, 1842. 


The Journal of yesterday wag read and approved. 

Mr. REYNOLDS asked leave to present a petition, Ob- 
jected to, 

Mr. BARNARD rose and asked the House, at this time, to 
consider the resolution heretofore offered by him (but not re- 
ceived) in relation to the re-arrangement of the hail. P 

Mr. ROOSEVELT inquired whether the first business in or- 
der was not the Executive communication yesterday received in 
relation to the condition of the public Treasury? 

Mr. HALSTED rose, he said, toa privileged question. 

Mr. HALSTED, from the majority of the Committee of Elec- 
tions, made a report; which, without being read, or the pur- 
port thereof stated, was laid on the table, and ordered to be 

rinted. 

p Mr. FILLMORE movetl that the House resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. BARNARD asked Mr. F. tn waive the motion, to enable 
him to offer the resolution above referred to. 

Mc. FILLMORE expressed himself willing to do $0, if the gen- 
tleman would consent to withdraw the resolution should objec- 
tion be made. 

Mr. BARNARD did not (as the Reporter understooc) consent 
to the terms, but offered his resolution. 

And (objection being made) moved a suspension of the rules, 
for the purpose of enabling him to offer the resolution, 

But the SPEAKER said the motion of the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. Finumors] had precedence. 

`* GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

And the motion of Mr. Firumére having prevailed, and the 
rules being suspended for the purpose, the House resolved itself 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr, 
Briaes, of Massachusetts, in the chair,) and resumed the consi- 
eration of the bill making appropriations for the civil and 
diplomatic expenses of the Government for the year 1842, 

hen the committee rose yesterday the foliowirg item was 
under consideration: 

“No. 15. Fer incidental and centingent expenses of the Do- 
partment of State including publishing and distributing the laws, 
? Which item had heretofore been amended, on the motion of 
Mr. FILLMORE, (made under the direction of the Committee 
of Ways and Means,) by the addition of the following pro- 
viso: 

“Provided that the job printing, stationery and binding ofeach 
of the Executive Departments shall, until otherwi e directed by 
Jaw, be furnished by contract, proposals for which shal] be regu- 
larly advertised for in the public prints; the classes, character 
and description of the printing being specified in each adver- 
tisement, as far as that can be done, and itbeing made a condi- 
tion in all cases, unless otherwise specifically stated in the ad- 
vertisement, that the work shall be done in the city of Wash- 
ington; and the contract shallin each case, so far as the propo- 
sals and acceptance shall enable the contract to be made, be 
given to the lowest bidder, whose bid shall be accompanied 
with proper testimonials of the avility of the bidder to fulfil hig 
contract.” 

To this item, ag heretofore amended by the adoption of the 
above proviso, Mr. Wiser had yesterday moved an amendment 
to etrike out from the fifteenth clause of the bill, as amended 
on the motion of Mr. FiLLMORĘ, all after the word “laws,” 
in the 77th line, and insert in lieu thereof the words 
“twenty-four thousand five hundred dollars,” so that it will 
read 

“For incidental and contingent expenses of the Department 
of State, including publishing and distributing the laws, $24,- 
500.7? i 

And the question now recurring on the amendment of Mr. 


Wiss— 

Mr. S. MASON waa entitled to the floor, but being for the 
moment out of his seat— 

Mr, McKEON ross and observed that as the gentleman from 
Ohio, who was entitled to the floor, (Mr. Mason,] was absent, 
he would take the opportunity of presenting bis views on the 
motion under consideration. Ifhe understood it, it was to strike 
from the bill the proviso inserted on the recommendation of the 
chairman of the Comumittee of Ways and Meaas. that the sta- 
tionery, job printing, and binding of the Executive Departments 
shali be furnished by contracts, &c. As be was disposed to 
sustain that proviso, he wouid offer a few considerations in its 
support. This proposition originally came from gentlemen 
who ware now in the majority ot that House,and was putin a bill 
of 1839 on the motion of the colleague at that time of the genue- 
man from Ohio. He believed he was right in suggesting the name 
of Mr, Bonn. i 3 A A 

Before he proceeded to give the history of this amendment, it 
might be proper to show why it was now introduced into this 
dill. It was unques'ionably the expectation of taose who in- 
serted the provision, in the bill of £839, that it would 
remain the permanent law of the land; but that ex- 
pectation had been defeated by the adjudications of the 
Supreme Court, and the action of the present Exe- 
cutive Department of the Government. The Supreme 
Court had decided not only in the case of Gratiot, but also in 
the case of Mines, that these restrictions on appropriations ap. 
plied only to the bilisia whichthey were found, and expired 
with those appropriation bills. The Executive Department, 
following, as they supposed, the principle settled in those cases, 
had conformed to those principles, and come to the con- 
clusion that the contrac! system was pot any Jonger ope- 
rating on the printing. The Commitiee of Waysand Means, 
finding that two Departments (the Judicial and Legislative) 
had agreed with regard to the non-existence of the law but be- 
lieving in its propriety, that committee recommended its re-en- 
actment, and without objection it has been inserted in this bill. 
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` The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Wisz] had been understood 


by him (Mr. McK.) to inquire why wasthis re-enacted, if it was 
& permanentiaw? It was not a permanent law; it was so set- 
ued by those who construe our laws, and those who will have 
the execution of our Jaws. He hoped this would be sufficient 
answer to the inquiry. 

The expediency of this proviso had been already settled by 
votes of gentlemen on this floor. By referring to the Journal of 
1839, we would discover by whose votes were inserted on the ap- 
propriation bill ofthat year, the proviso that this rinting should 
be done by contract, and given to the lowest bidder. A motion 
Was made to strike the restriction out. ‘The motion was to 
strike out the proviso, which he believed was in the very words 
of the provision under debate. 
votes of the gentlemen, whose names he would read, ifin order 
80 to do. Some of them were members of this House. g 

The CHAIR eaid it was in order, 

Mr. McK. then read the names ofa number of, gentleman who 

voted against the motion, among which were the following: 
John Quincy Adams, John Bel l Wm. Key Bond, Briggs, Cal- 
houn, Wm. B. Campbell, Campbell, Zadok Casey, Timothy 
Chi'ds, Edward Curtis, Caleb Cushing, Edmund Deberry, Ed- 
ward Everett, Miilard Fillmore, Hiland Hall, &c. ending with 
Henry A. Wise. 
_ Mr. STANLY wished to know: what the gentleman was read- 
ing from; whether he found his own name there in favor of re- 
ceiving a petition to dissolve the Union, or in favor of receiving 
a petition from negroes? i 

Mr. MCKEON said he was reading the votes of gentlemen 
on the motion to strike out, with a view toshow that those-who 
had now the power would have an opportunity of reasserting 
the principle ofthe proviso. 

Mr. McK. said he had examined the history of this amend- 
ment, and found that it was adopted after a very severe contest, 
not only in this House, but between this House and the Senate. 
After having been adapted by this House, it was sent to the 
Senate, where it was striken out. When the bill came back 
from the Senate, another scene occurred here which might be 
usefully referred to, for the purpose of answering those gen- 
uUemen who insist that any debate on such questions will retard 
this bill. Tn 1839, it not only retarded, but actually endangered 
the whole bill. He referred the committee to the history of the 
debates of that period. He read the following: 

“GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

“The amendments of the Senate to this bill, upon which they 
insisted, viz: to have the Executive printing and binding done 
upon advertised contract, and the one in relation to the Docu- 
mentary History, were taken up. 

“Mr. Bonb, at whose instance the first provision had been 
engrafted upon the bill originally, briefly advocated its expe- 
diency, and moved that the Fouse adhere. 

‘The Carr explained, that this moion would peri! the 
whole bill; and it both Houses adhere, the bill would be lost. 

“Sir. Bond was aware of the consequences, but he should 
persist in his motion nevertheless. 

“Mr McKennan did hope the gentleman would substitute 
the motion to “ssist,”’ and not peril the bill in this way, 

“Mr. Bonn substituted a motion to insist. 

“Mr. Rives, as being more respectful to the other body, 
moved that the House “recede” from its disagreement to the 
proposed amendment of the Senate. 

“Mr. CAMPBELL of ‘Tennessee démanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. a ate 

“Mr. HARLAN said, asthe Execittive printing had been a mo- 
nopoly for years, he hoped the professed anti-inonopolists, the 
Loco Focos, would now show the sincerity of their professions 
by their votes. g ; . 

“The question being then taken, the result was, yeas 80, 
mays 93.” : 

The House refused to recede, and the Senate yielded, to save 
the bill. Mr. McK. made these allusions to show that, after a 
struggle, this mode of performing a portion of the public work 
was adopted. He professed to belong to that portion of the De- 
mocratic party which warred against exclusive privileges. All 
he asked was for every inan—every mechanic—to have a fair 
field and no favor. We were told that this proviso would take 
the printing from the papers friendly to the present Administra- 
tion. He could not discover why, ofnecessity, this should be, 
Ifthey would do the work as weil and cheaper than others, let 
them have the work. If they could’not, he saw no reason why 
an Administration press had per sé any right to claim superior 
advantages over others in the share of the printing of the 
Departments. _ For himself, he khew of no rule by which he 
sheuld, under such circumstances, be called upon to give a 
preference even to hisown party friends, at the loss and sacri- 
fice of the whole public. ; Why should this be an excep- 
tion to the rulesin all Departments with regard to supplies, 
You contract for timber tor your vessels—foy oil for your light 
houses—supplies for your army and navy, and why should yon 
now gay that this priating matter should be an exception? 1 
a business we!l undsrstood—filled with men of industry, 
talents, of capital, and ofintegrity and zeal-~all these are io be 
excluded to sustain, perhaps, one man or one set ofmean. Te, 
Mr. McK. wastorgiving an equal chance to ail. The work 
was not of any peculiar character, that it should he given by 
any majori:y-to their friends. If mechanics in various cities 
of the Union would co the work of the Bepartments as welland 
cheaper than persons here, do not debar them from their just 
share of the Government work. Let it be thrown open to the 
heal:hfr:l operation of active competition. 

Mr. McK. concurred in the opinion expressed, as to the ne- 
cessity of cutting off the sources of Executive patronage; al- 
ready they had become immense, The colossal powers of the 
Executive were continually before the eyes of the nation. and 
some effort must be made to reduce them. The immense patro- 
nage of the appointing power required not to be maintained by 
the additional power to contribute to support of particular 
presses, to be selected at his will. The proper regard for eco- 
nomy, so loudiy called for by ali sides, would also be respected, 
by irsisting on this proviso. Il we leave this matter to the De- 
partments, without the restriction, be (Mr. McK.) had no doubt 
the whole amount would be expended which we Lanpropri- 
ate; but if you insist on the proviso, the competition between 
bidders would result in saving money tothe Treasury. ; 

Mr. McK. said he was desirous of taking from the Executive 
office that false glare, that splendor which its power had thrown 
around it. Reduce it to more republican proportions; make 
your President, like your Representatives, eligible every two 
years. This done, you would net hear tbis continual din—you 
Would no: behold these fierce and angry contests on every Pre- 
sidential eleciion, which so frequently, in the struggle to ele- 


The motion was rejected by ~ 


` finmg himseif to the subject before the com: 
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vate men, impede the whole movements ofthe legislative püsi” 
ness of the nation. 

Mt. MASON of Ohio was understood today, that ‘the princi: 
ple which had guided him in his public career, was to. do. that 
which would result in the greatest amount of public good: : And 
in reference to the case of reform to which had alluaion had: 
been made by the gentleman from New York, (Mr. McKeon,}° 
it was to be borne in miad that the proviso alluded to Was insert- 
ed when the reign of terror yet existed, and ata time when“ 
nothing could be done in the way of reform unless some little 
sprig of it could be thrown into an appropriation bill. The 
effort, persisted in to the last, had been carried, but not without 
strenuous opposition, But this had changed; and as gentlemen 
on aif sides now were williug to carry out reform, there would 
be no necessity to legislate by stealth, or to introduce jll digest« 
eu, ill-conceived, and imperfect reforms into an appropriation 
bill. ‘That was no longer necessary; and the subject of the pub- 
He printing might be reterred to a commitee, whose repert 
might come.up in regular order and receive the consideration of 
the House. a 

And here he must say that the Whig party wotld prove re- 
creant to its professions and false to its principles if they did 
not take up and prosecute to a donsummationt isreform in the 
public printing, by taken the phtronage both from the Execu. 
tive Departments and from Co: gress, and. cghferring the busi- 
hess on an officer appointed by JOngress and tesponsible only 
to Congress. He did not belipve that higtiriends would now 
turn their backs upon one of their cherighed and designated 
principles of reform; for they hall avowedfthemsel ves the advo- 
Cates of reform as well as of retrgnchme 
been done during the present 
trenchment than had been effecte in th 
knew that he would be pointed tẹ the gew-born zeal’ which the 
party recently in power had of lath m 
and reform, although during twel ey 
ali such practices. Ft was true, 
of tagit poli'ieal existence, they 
of rRrenchment in relation to uisi 
kindred improvements were projloged about the last night of 
the last day of their political existefice, But they were entided 
to no credit for them, 

TheCHAIRM N requested Mr. 
much as possible ta the question before the House, 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, hoped that, after being allowed to 
abuse the Demeeratic party solong without interruption, the 
gentleman would be permitted to proceed. p 

Mr. MASON proceeded to remark that, if any reforms at all 
were made, they wonid have to be made by the Whig party in 
and out of Con: 3 and if his political friends here did not car- 
ry out this principle in relation to the public printing, he should 
complain, and should consider that the friends of the party 
throughout the country had reason also to complain. He 
considered this to be one of the greatest reforms that could be 
executed, It wasacherished principle with him when in the 
minority, and it was not less so now. Whether it would result 
in a decrease of expenditures he would not now stop to inquire. 
He was for retrenching wherever it could be done consistently 
withthe public service. ‘this great work of reform yet re- 
mained to he done. 

Mr. M. (afier some further interruption on a port of order) 
proceeded to remark on the evil eflects of political patronage 
on the press of the country, ‘The patronage of the Bxecu- 
tive had increased and was increasing. ‘the effects of that 
patronage conld be traced, as by a broad stream of light, di- 
rectly to the printing offices scattered throughout the twenty- 
six States. , i 

Mr, M. urged the necessity of taking up this subj ‘ct in a di- 
rectand formal manner during the present session, If they 
wopulddo so, they would redeem all their pledges in relation to - 
reform. There was no other item of reform so important—so 
far reaching in its effects, as tia single one of separating ‘the 
patronage of the Executive anu of Congress from the public 
press. Ifno other gentleman moved in the matter, he pledged 
himsel/to offer a resolution referring this matter either to one 
of the committees already constituted, or to a select committee 
tobe raised, and to which the whole subject should be confided, 
Tf nothi se should be done in connection with the subject 
ofretorm, this one act, ifcompleted, would be enough to dis- 
tioguish and characterize the administration of the Whig party 
during theerrrent fo years, 

Mr W. SMITH said, when he came here, it was his desire, 
and he had prescribed i . rule to himself, to participate in 
the debates of the House with striet reference to the matter in 
hand before then; bntalthough he had prescribed that rule to 


M. to confine himself as 


t e 
himseit, it was not to be expected that he, as one of a party 
constituting, as he believed, a decided mojority of the peopie, 
could sit here in p and hear that party reviled and jled 


by the io: adm 


el tke atiuack when 
ontrary to their re- 
Wf gentlemen would disregard 
assail members on this floor, and 
country, they should have 


pressi 
the diun E 3 
members of agreat party in 
their reward. , 
And what did they see there? Why, a beautiful iMustration 
of thesincerity,ay, the sincerity and ihe hone-ty with which gen- 
lio do their duty. They saw the gentle- 

vowing his iship forthe proposition of 
i J which seeks to get 
opased, and going on to make an ar- 
amendment already proposed 


rid ofthe inprover : 
aument in favor of changing the 


fo be secured, The amendir ot the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. F ould ct a great, important, and funs 
camer : gentleman went on to demonstrate its 
loeperiay i he told the House he was opposed to 


then, was Whig ptractice and Whig 
late canvass—during the fire and 
they told on the subject of ex- 

O00 would be anample amount 


fitures? V 


A F Pe $ peat 
to defray the ex s of this great Government, economical 
ly aimi ey were to return back to the halcyon days 
of the fir and $13,000,000, were to be enough tocar- 


ry them on. £3 ; 
The CHAIRMAN intimated that the gen‘lem 


2 was not con. 
ee, aud, there. 


or. ag notin order. ; R 

OW. SMITH said he was following in the wake of the 
gentleman from Ohio, who would not candescend to bandy 
words with him; however, he would be brief. The gentleman 
from Ohio had been allowed to proceed, and he hoped he might} 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


have the’same indulgence.. He was noticing the great proposed 
reforms, of whisk the one before the committee was part and 
parcel, and therefure he thought he might be permitted to state 
theresult. The reduction then was to be from $30,000,000 to 
$15,000,000, but when the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means called up his estimates, what was the amount for the 
economical Adiministratioe?. Whatdid they see? Why an ag- 
gregate of the summary of expenditures of the “extravagant? 
Administration for four years, divided into four paris, and the 
chairman (Mr. FioLmors] told them that. wouid constitute the 
average for the future. - 

a CHAIRMAN. again called the gentleman from. Virginia 
to order. : 

Mr. W. SMITH said he merely wanted to show the profes- 
sions and practice of the Whigs by the chairman ot the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. R 

|The CUAIRMAN said such remarks were not in ordér.: 

Mr. W. SMITH said then-he would come to the subject. He 
wasin favor of the proposition of his honorable colleague, [Mr. 
Wisk ] He wasin favor of it in liea of the one which had been 
adopted, for, to permit that to remain, would be moral injustice 
on the rights of the Executive printer. The Executive prinier, 
in conformity with long established custom had, doubtless, made 
a large investment to carry on his necessary duties to the Go- 
vernment; and to take them away with a moment’s notice, after 
that expense had been incucred, would be unjustto him, and 
he caljed upon gentlemen who had supported the repori of the 
retrenchment committee, and yet postponed to a future ses- 
sion the operation of some of those reforms, to stand by the 
same principle now ii relation tn the Executive printer, who 
had embarked his capital in the expectation that he would re 
main for the présent session, if not for the present Congress. 
The Executive printer, who wasa man that he {Mr ITH] 
knew not, had embarked a great amount in his adyenture—~his 
person, his capital, and his credit too; and, if the amendment 
of the gentleman from New York prevaile:l, it would operate 
on his private fortunes, and do han gross injustice. 

Now allow him to say, aml it was germain to the matin 
hand, that there was Bo r injustice than to impute to the 
Executive ail the oppressiocs existing. ‘The Constitution con- 
ferred power on the Executive to some extent, but the action of 
Congress conferred. upon the Executive a larger amount of 
his power; yes, andevery aggression of this House resulted, as 
had been beautifully shown, not to the Ilouse, but to the Exe- 
cutive. What did they expect from a system of questionable 
authority, but that it would enlarge the Federal power? Who 
felt its immediate effect? Congress created the laws, bat their 
action redounded to the Executive; and yet they blamed the 
increase of Executive power! Buthe would nat dwellon this 
subject; he would merely say that he held, with the 
geneman from Ohio, that it was their duty to sepa- 
rate the. patronage of the Government from the political 
press of the country. Tt was to sustain a party print 
that the Intelligencer was rewarded, and to enable its Editors to 
carry on a ruthless way on some of the fundamental interests of 
the country, Was there nothing, then, of the gentleman’s “soft 
impeachment” there? Put the gentleman said he would not con- 
descend to bandy words with him (Mr. 3.) He knew he wasa 
humble individual, bardly worthy of consideration but he had not 
beenaware ofthe lolly characterand reputation of (he gentle- 
man from Ohio. He had no doabtthe gentleman from Ohio 
was happy in himself, but “when Isee a man wise in his own 
conceit says the good bsok, “there is more hope ofa fool than 
of him. 

Mr. CARUTHERS said that he was convinced, when this 
dispute first arose, that no limit could be tised to the time whieh 
would be consumed, ifthe committee undertook inthis regular 
appropriation bill, to make and regulate these contingent ap- 
propriatiens. 

All gentlemen, hethought, must now be satisiied that they 
could not in this way get along with the appropriation bill to 
pay the creditors of the Government within any reasonable 
time And he was convinced that all these mailers of contingent 
appropriations sb oukt come up ina separ R; andifin that 
bul] they could note nate the various purposes for which the 
money shouklbe appropriated, let a contingent appropriation 
be proposed, and Jet them pass on the subject in that Prin. 

He desired to move an amendment to the amendment, strik- 
ing oul the whole clause (No. 15, and the amendment of Mr, 
Wise thereto) as well as every clause that might come up pro- 
posing acontingent appropriation, What would be the result? 
The Committee of Waysand Means would again go to work on 
that partofthe bill. The House had already instructed the 

7 committee to insert no appropriations except such as had been 
authorized by law. Ile wished the House to go one step fur- 
ther, and to determine not ja any appropriation bill. to 
pas on this subject of contingent, undefined appropriations 
atall. 

Mr. C. after some conversation on a point of order, Sniily 
submitted an amendment to the amendment of Mr. Wiss, strik- 
ing out $24.000, so as tojleave the 

There was an evident disposition 
quarter tor nt the manner in which these contingent funds 
should be expended. Jewaa unjust that those whose salaries 
were fixed by lav, and ce shoul! layedand postponed 
indefinitely, on asc fortinos, and debates 
which were foun of contingent 
appropriation. here! that tt 
should ba divided singent a 
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itsucceeded, as one of the best steps towar? rm thai had 
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would economize more time than any thing that had happened 
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thing was-said against any item of their appropriation bills, 
they would have nothing to da, but to turn to the law and show 
that it was.authorized by law. Business in this way could be 
despatched, and allthe appropriation bills be passed in a werk 
or two at the furthest. It was the contingent items and the dis- 
cussions which grow out of them, which had involved them 
week after week and month after month heretofore, before they 
could get the appropriation bills through this House. How 
long had they. been on this item of 825,090 for the contingent ex- 
penses.of the State Department? Ten days, he believed. And 
how long would they spend if they continued in this way? They 
were just on the entrance to the bijl. They bad not got tothe 
contingent expenses for the Navy Depariment, the ‘Treasury 
Department, and others, which would cause as much or more 
debate, of which he read various items, showing the comments 
and delay that might be made on each of them. 

The proposition was io get clear of the whole of these con- 
tingent appropriations, and to let them come up in another bill. 
I: had been said that they would have the discussion then. 
They would, but they would gain by having ital! at once. If 
they made the alteration, they would pass the necessary appro- 
priations to pay the officers of Government. ‘The clerks of the 
Departments were now going to the brokers and paying eight 
per cent. on the joan of Virginia money to buy their bread and 
meat with. If they made this change, all the clerks’ salaries 
and the charges on Government would be met forthwith, and 
the main publicofficers would not suffer. 

Mr. GILMER said, the chairman, and perhaps some mem- 
bers of the commitlee, wouid recollect that some four or five 
weeks since, when this bill was first under cousideration. he 
made an inquiry whether it would bein order to make a mo- 
tion to strike from this billall contingencies whatever, with a 
view to require from the several departments of Government 
specific estimates therefor, in order that appropriations might 
be msde for these objects. The gentleman from Tennessze, 
(Mr. Cagutuers] he had understood, had moved to strike out 
one contingent item, with the view, if the mouon prevailed, to 
move to strike them all out. 

A brief conversation here arose between Messrs, CARU- 
TITERS and GILMER and the CHAIRMAN, in explanation 
of Mr, Cs motion, on which the question was now pending, 

Mr, GILMER inquired of the Chairman if it would be in 
order, in his remarks, to make reference to the general contin- 
gent expenses appropriated for in thisbill. 

The CHAIRMAN said it wouldbe in order to refer to them 
argumentatively. 

Mr. GILMER said he did not wish to detain the commute, 
but he desired to call attention to the several contingent appro- 
priations, This wasa subject which had given rise toas much 
abuse in the various Departments asany other. He was as- 
tonished, on adding up the several items for contingent expen- 
ses, ta find that the aggregate of contingent appropriati 
under this bil was $1,070,759. In a bill pronasing to appro. 
priate about $7,000,009, more than one-seventh part was com- 
posed of contingencies. 

F was obvious that the expenditure of a contingent appro- 
priatioa involved Jitte or na responsibility. If their object was 
to enforce rigid responsibility on themscives and other Depart- 
ments of Government having charge of these contingent a ppro- 
priattors, their first chject shanid be to see for what pury 
the money thus appropriated was to be expended. If they ap- 
priated meney bimadfold, there was no re ibility el 
the part of the representatives or of thase who are to use the 
money. He granted it was indispensable that thore shou'd be 
some contingencies, but there was not anitem in this bill for 
which the heads of the Departments could not furnish a state- 
ment showing for what it would probably be wanted, by re- 
ferringto the contingent expensesof the Department for pre- 
vious years; and be wanted to call attention to those coatin- 
gencies that the abuses in them might be Shown, and be seen 
that they could be reduced. Me referred to the tems of tie 
contingent expenses of the Navy Department, the azzrezate 
amount asked for which conting F 
which $2,300 were forisuch iter 
American Scenery, Canadian Scenery, newspapers,” &c, 

The CHAIRMAN said it would hardly be proper on this 
item, appropriating for the State Department, to go into a dis- 
cussion of the items of expenses of other Depariments, 

Mr. GILMER continned. For extra clerk hire there was a 
very heavy item, and there was one lor “att 
anq medicine.” ([Lanughter.] There w items iikew 
soap, towels, &e. For pictures, books, &c. the sum was 
He supposed the pic ures wer the amusement of the clerks 
while they were picking their teeth, instead of attending to the 
business of the nation; but if they had ani else to do, they 
could be dispensed with themselves. The it for extra clerk 
hire was either necessary, (and in that point of view it was ne- 
cessary to making appropriation for it.) or it was unuecesss 
it was the duty therefore of the heads of Departments to furnish 
specific estimates for it, Jt was a res able fact that not 
only the heads of Departments, but the bureans, the offices, and 
the public builtings thernselves, had contingent funds unter 
their control. s was one of the great sources of prodigality 
in the public exne and believing they vated money without 
knowing for wha pose, be would call the attention of the 
cominitice toa few ht 
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Do do s 

Da do e . 

Do do a - 

Do do : a 

Bo do, h Auditor - - 9 
Do do rer of U: B80 
Do do f i 200 
Do do of Sx = 

Do do of Cower General Land Orice - 

Do do of the Building - 

Do do of Department of War - 

Do do of Com’rot indian Affairs - 

Do do of Com’r of Pensions K 

Do do of Commanding General a 

Do do of Adjutant General - - 

Da do of Quartermaster General - 


Do do of Paymaster General - x 
Do do of Com’y Gen. of Purchases - 800 
Do do of Com’y: Gen. of Subsistence, 3,200 
Do do of Chief Engineer “ - 1,500 
D> do of Surgeon Gèneral - - 550 
Do do of Colonel of Ordnance - 800 
Do“ do ofBurean ofTop. Engineers - 1,735 
Do do of the Building - . 4,500 
Do do of Secretary of the Navy - 3,000 
Do do ofCom’rs-of Navy Board . 3,600 
Do do of thé Building - - 3,350 
Do do of Post Office Department ° 6,500 
Do dò of Auditor of P. O. Departm’t, 4,700 
Do do of Mint of Philadelphia, - 20,600 
Do do ` of Branch Mint at Charlotte - 1,500 
Do do of Branch Mint at Dahlonega - 900 
Do do = of Branch Mint at N.Orleans- 16,000 
è Do: do of Lerritory of Wisconsin = - 350 
Do do do offowa - ` 25 
Do do do of Florica ` 350 
Do do of Attorney General -~ - 500 
For defraying expences of the Supreme, Circuit, and 
District Courts of the United States, including the 
District of Cojumbia_ - - : = 475,000 
Contingent expenses of foreign missions -~ - 80,000 
Contingent expenses of foreign intercourse - - 80,000 
Miscellancous expenses of Post Office Department - 58,000 
$1,070,750 
Deduct contingent appropriations for the Judiciary, 475,000 


And there still remains -~ p 

Mr. FILLMORE said he had no objection to the gentleman 
from Virginia scourging the Departments, but he considered it 
out oforder now, 

Mr. GILMER hoped the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means would pardon him: he did not wish to retreach teo 
far, but with the permission of ‘the First Lord of the Treasu- 
ry” he would proceed in hisuwn way. 

"Ehe CHAIRMAN said it was in order to refer to the items by 
way of argument, but not to examine them 1m detail. 

Mr. GILMER said he wanied to refer to these items, 
which would be struck out ifthe bill were recon mitted with 
instructions to strike out the items for contingencies, and for 
which the Departments would be calied on for specitic esii- 
mates, 

He would now cail the attention of the committee to a com- 
parative estimate he had made in reference to the contingent 
appropriations for three years—1823, 1827, and 1842. 

Phe CHAIRMAN suggested that this wouid not be in 
order. 

Mr. GILMER eaid he wanted to show that these contin- 
gencies were the rootof all the extravagance in the Govern- 
ment, 

The CIFAIRMAN repeated that in his opinion it was notin 
order to go into the details of these items, but merely to refer 
to them by way of argument, 

Mr. GILMER said he wished to shaw the progress of these 
contingenciés, at different periods, by way of argument, and 
though he could not go into each particular item, yet for the 
sake of comparison and argument, he might allude to them 
to show that aremedy was necessary, forthey were the physi- 
cians by whom thecure must be effected. Ie begged the at- 
tention of the committee to the following comparative state- 
ment, showing the amount of contingencies at three different 
pevieds. 


1842, 


For officers of the Senate and House | 
of Representatives ` -~ ;829.200 1 $38,950 
Contingent expenses of both Houses, ` 40,020) į 210,000 
Expenses of Library, incudicg sala- Í i | 
ries and excluding purchase of | j | 
| 


| 1823. | 1827. 


books - - 1,950; $1,950 
Contingent expenses of State De- 
partment, including printing laws, 23,050) 


6,300" 
25,00 


{Addthis amount for superintendent, 
watchmen, &c: and contingent e 
penses ofthe building, viz: $4, 
and it makes 
tion $29,850]. - 

Compensation of clerks, messenger 
&c. in office of Secretary of State, | 

Compensation of clerks, messengers, | 
&, in office of Secretary of the | 
Treasury - - 3 - 

Treasurer, clet ks, messengers, &c. in 
his office - - š : 

Commissioner of Land Office, clerks, 
&e, - = s 2 

Clerks, messenger, &c. in office of 
Paymaster General % à 
Do Commissary General of Pur- 

» chases ` 

Commisary General of 

slence - sat 


0, į 
present appropria- 


16,900| 16,959 


13,175! 12,600) 


| 
9,450 


26,490 


6,300 


8,500) 


i 
i 
| 
| 
i 
i 
t 
i 


Do - - 
Do Burgeon General : 

Do Colonel of Ordnance -; 
Do Quatermaster Ceneral - 
Superintendent. waishmen, aud con- | 
tingent fund of building -~ = 


ra. Contingent fund, | 
ce, in office of See Navy, 
nN 2 f C sir ape of sv 
Expenses of Commissioners of Navy | 


evintendent, watchmen, and con- 


fund of the building ae 5,000 
Mint at Poiladelphia ~ - 24,000; 53,600 
[The expenses of Branch Mints at | 
Charlotte, Dahlonega, and Nev i 
Orleans, added to the present ap- | f 
propriation Jor the Mint at Phila- H 
deIphia, viz: $53,180 x 58,060 - : 
make $111,180 } H 
Expenses of Supreme. Circuit, and 
District Courts of United Statics, : 
including District of Columbia - | 65,0001 150,000] 475,000 
Foreign intercourse - . -| $2,000 191,600} 215,300 
ies, fe ERE 
934,615! 529,365 1,116,308 


4 Now, At Was impossible thar all these contingencies, as con- 
ingencies, could be necessary to administer this Government. 
if they had increased so for the last nineteen years, and con- 
tinued to increase in this ratio, they had only to look forward 
and see that this would soon become a contingent Government 
~<a Governmant of contingencies, He wanted specific estimates 
from the „Departments for these expenses, 
embarrass the Government. His object was to strengthen it in 
the only source of reliable strength which any free Government 
could have; and that was in the confidence of the great mass of 
the People; and the only way to effect this wasto make it ho- 
nest—to make it responsible, and let it be known what they 
expended the public mosey for, by cutting off these appropria- 
tions for contingencies, and calling for specific estimates from 
the Departments. This was the way he would take to reform; 
and he ventured to say for the heads of the Departments, with- 
out having consulted them, that they would co-operate in it, 
It would puzzle no head of a Department, and not even the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, to say how 
much of thess contingent expenses could be dispensed with. 
Any member of the committee could tell the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means how he could retrench. He 
(Mr. G.) would say, knock out the “Birds of America,” and 
many other of the unnecessary items which he had read. 

He hoped they would recommitthe bill in some form or other. 
If they chose to strike out these appropriations for contingencies 
in the bill, nothing was easier than that the chairmanof the 
Committee of Ways and Means should call for specific esti- 
mates on these variousitems. Let them pass that portion of 
the billto which there was no excep lion, and then: bring in 
another bill, for which the estimates for these contingencies 
should be furnished, They must put the hook in the nose of 
this leviathan, Š 

Mr. FILLMORE said he confessed the speech of the gentle- 
man who had just taken his seat wasa matter of no little sur- 
prise to him, however it might have affected the House, What 
was the situation of the House and of the country with refe- 
rence to the appropriation bill? It had been in’ committee 
about four weeks; and every opportunity he hag had he had 
moved to take it up; and he owed it to the House to say they 
had, in almost all cases, granted his request; and now they had 
only got tothe 15th section of about 200 sections in the bill; and 
at last a gentleman on this fldor, who was supposed to possess 
information from the Executive Departments of this Govern- 
ment, came and told us that he could answer for them, and that 
we should strike out the contingent expenses in this bill. 

Mr. GILMER (Mr. F. yielding him the floor for explanation) 
said he did not know what authority the chairman of the Com- 

- mittee of Waysand Means had for defining his (Mr. G’s) rela- 
tions to the Executive. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he had said that it was supposed that 
the gentleman had authority from the Executive Departments 
to recommend this cuurse. 

Mr. GILMER said he represented the people. He did not 
acknowledge the authority of any one to direct him. What he 
had said was, that from his kaowledge of the nfen at the head of 
the Departments, and from their position before the country, 
he thought he could venture, without their authority, to say they 
would co-operate in any wise measure of this sort to aid in re- 
form. He would say to the gentleman 

[Cries of “That’s enough; “this is not explanation.?’] 

Mr, FILLMORE said that in speaking of the peculiar rela- 
tions supposed to exist between the gentleman and the Execu- 
tive portion of the Government, he had not intended to use any 
offensive language. He supposed those relations were perfectly 
honorable; but what troubled him was, that the estimates that 
had beensent for the appropriations bad come from the Exe- 
cutive Departments in the usual way; and they had supposed 
they migh:rely on them; and that now the gentleman in this 
peculiar relation to the Administratiun had gone for stuiking out 
allthe contingent appropri tions. Ifhe (Mr. F.) could be go- 
verned by his feelings instead of his judgment, after this mo- 
tion, he would say, “strike out all the appropriations for con- 
tingent expenses at once ” i 

[Cries of “Agreed,” “agreed.” 

Mr. CUSHING called to order,J remarking that gentiemen 
aboutbim were exclaiming, in audible vaices, “agreed,” 

{Loud cries of Agreed,” “strike out,” “agreed,’’] 

‘The CHAIRMAN called the committee to order; and 

Mr. FILLMORE continued. If such a course should be ta- 
ken, after the speech of the gentleman from Virginia, he wash: 
ed his hands froin the consequences of it. We only said that the 
Committee of Ways and Means had reported the amounss for 
these contingencies from the estimatesof Executive Depart- 
ments; and in fno instance had they exceeded the demands, 
but had strictly scrutinized the various items. What would 
be the consequence of pursuing the course indicated by the 
peculiar friends of the Administration? There were litle con- 
tingencies to light the various Departments, the requisite fuel, 
and things indispensable to carry oa the public service; and 
yetherecame a motion from the supposed peculiar friends of 
tne Fxecutive to deprive the Department of the Government of 
these requisites. 

Mr. WISE said anolher gentleman [Mr. Carurusns} had 
made the motion, and not his colleague. | Mr. Ginmer.] 

Mr. FILLMORE said he admitted that; but the motion was 
most warmly endorsed by the gentieman from Virginia, (Mr. 
GILMER.) 

Mr. GILMER. Without my knowledge. 

Me. CARUTHERS (Mr. Fretworg having yielded him 
the floor for explanation) said he did not know that the gen- 
tleman from Virginia intended to make a motion of this kind. 
Hehad made the motion an his own responsibility; and he 
objected to being called a peculiar friend of the Administra- 
tion, 

Mr. GILMER (Mr. Frouwers yielding him the floor) refer- 
red to Mr. Frnumore’s remarks of yesterday, as reported in the 
Intelligencer of this morning, in which he [ Mr, F.] had said ihat 
the Committee of Ways ant Means hada bili under considera- 
tion relative to the contingent expevses of the Departments of 
Government. He asked why they should not ¢-ferthis subject 
till that bill was reported. 


Mr. FILLMORE said thai was the reason he had urged on 
the committe and the peculiar friends af the Executive not to 
press on the committee these motions: because the Committee 
of Ways and Means hail under consideration thi subject, and, 
although he could not pledge himself for the action of the coni- 
mittee, in due time, he believed, a bill would he presented re- 
gulating these contingent funds, But what had been the course 
of proceeding here? Here was the Administration on one side 
calling on the House to act with expedition, because the public 


He did not wish to | 


i 
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service was suffering, and on the other side the peculiar friends 
of the Administration on this floor were interposing motion 
after motion to obstruct the progress of this bill. He had made 


` an appeal yestetday morning to the gentleman from Virginia 


{Mr. Wise] to withdraw his admendment to the -amendment, 
and to the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. G. Davis] to with. 
draw his amendment. that they might proceed with fhis bill. 
The gentleman from Virginia withdrew his motion, acd then 
the gentleman from Kentucky withdrew his; and what was then 
done? Then the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Wise ] who 
Was supposed also to entertain peculiarly friendly relations to 
the Executive Department of this Government—and he (Mr. 
F.) spoke of thigin an honorable point of view—-moved the sub- 
Sequentamendment which had given rise to this debate; and it 
might be interminable, : 

Mr. WISE (Mr. F. having yielded the floor) said that he had 
offered his amendment simply to get clear of the proviso ot the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, (Mf. FiLL- 
MORE,] which he had introduced from that committee, and which 
he could not withdraw. If the amendment of the gentleman 
could be withdrawn, he would withdraw his. 

Mr. FILLMORE said if he could withdraw his amend- 
ment he would, because he was satisfied that a bill would be 
reported from the Committee of Ways and Means on this 
subject, which would do ample justice. But he had not the 
power todo it, (his amendment having been adopted by the 
committee.) The gentleman from Virginia had the power 
to withdraw his, and if he did it, he knew that the bill would 
come from the Committee of Ways and Means, and they 
might pass on through this biil and dispose of the public busi- 
ness In some reasonable time; while he now compelled them, 
by insisting on his amendment, to enter into the general dis- 
cussion of party politics and the printing of the laws in the 
various papers; and he (Mr. F.) said it was chargeable to 
those members who moved these various amendments, anit 
insisted on them either for the purpose of benefiting one party 
or the other. He had no doubt but the gentieman, in moving 
this amendment, was actuated by honorable motives; but he 
called on him, on the committee, and on the country, to take 
notice who it was that prevented the prosecu:ion of the publie 
business. 

Mr. CARUTHERS asked if the gentleman would permit him 
to inquire whether there had been any delay on this bill except 
on the clauses for contingent expenses? 

Mr. FILLMORE. Certainty not. 

Mr. CARUTHERS. Then it was an argument to strike them 
out. 

Mr. FILLMORE. But did not the gentleman perceive that 
it was a course never before pursued in this House, and was 
what caused the very difficulty the gentleman deprecated, and 
caused this debate, by delaying all proceedings in this House? 
There was no warrant for such a proceeding; no person had 
looked to the consequences of it, and it was from that reason 
that, although the first impulse of his feelings was to go with 
the gentleman from Virginia when he intimated his course, 
yt, when he looked to the cons. quences to the public servic 
he doubted the propriety of it. But, if there was no other 
mode by which this bill’ could be passed; if they should be 
goaded on by amendments from the particular friends of the 
precutive on their heads let the consequences be, and not on 
his. 

He would not go into an examination of the various items 
of the bill, but would take this item as an illustration of the 
whole, Here was an item of $25,000 for the contingent ex- 
penses, and the publication of the laws. They were to be 
published in pursuance of a standing law; and he asked if 
gentlemen who spoke for the Executive on this floor were 
prepared to violate the Jaw which required this publication? 
for, by withholding this appropriation, they must necessarily 
produce this effect. He wanted. to know how these things 
were done without money? Who. would publish these laws 
if they withheld ibe appropriation? There might be some ne- 
cromancy about this Administration that shon!d enable them 
to get along without the ways and means. Would to God he 
could see it! But the ordinary mode was to make some ap- 
propriation for it, and he was surprised to hear the gentleman 
from Virginia say he was willing to strike out these items. 
There were some appropriations necessary to defray the neces- 
sary expenses of the Departments, for fuel, lights, to guard the 
public buildings, &c. and would the gentleman leave the peb- 
lic buildings in this city without guard? Didhe speak the views 
of the Administration in this? And was that their economy? 

Mr. GILMER said he spoke his own views. 

Mr. FILLMORE said there had been a complaint made by 
the gentleman for appropriation for extra clerk bire. Ie was 
nothere to defend the Administration; bat it was dne to it, 
when a comp'aint was made from this source, to sey th 
large amount of this arose fram resolutions for informaiinn 
sent from this House io the Departments, which they conid 
not answer without t} i i 
epioion was, that, if they would have an index prepared ta 
their documenis, it wouid obviate the necessity for may of 
these resolutions, which he thought were adopted withont suf- 
ficient consideration, But he had nothing to do in defending 
the Administration from attacks from that quarter. Ne conld 
only say to thegentieman from Virginia {Mr. Wise! tha: he 
hoped he would withdraw his amendment. He contd rot but 
believe that (he gentleman was as anxious forthe d rich of 
the public business as he was; and if so, that he would with- 
draw his amendment; for, if he did not, from the ex. 
perience of one or two davs, it must be seen that there was no 
possibility of getting out of the ques:ion for a week or two. or 
they would he forced to strike from the bill every item of con- 
tingent appropriations. 

Mr. WISE remarked that the honorable chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means [Mr. FILLMORE] + usually 
very acif- d and d tonate i deportm nt ia the 
Hons y he had been wanting in his usual coo 
and in his momentof passion had been so unforinnate 
caich himself, Mr. W. woud 
word; and, after adducing the te: 


member of the House ta say whether 


be the peculiar fri 

aliy responsible for 
gress of this appropriation bill. 
of the President’s pecn i 
“five.” } He should noc allow that g- 
be Mr. STANLY) to count them for him 
who were and who were not of that class here. À 
went into a recapitulation of the several motions which bad 
been made in relation to striking from the bill tems of the con- 


tin that House w 


e Gow were, [A voter; 
neman Cunderstacd to 
gentlemen little knew 


Mr. W. here ` 


tingent fund not warranted hy law; insisting, and calling on the. 
Chair to witness, that Mr. Finnmors himself had been:the very 


the heads of the Presidents triends, Hereferred to the amend- 
ment proposed by Mr. Davis of Kentucky; ‘the ‘opposition to 
the whole proceeding by Mr. Cusnine; and the ‘declaration of 


an appropriation bill were not in order; and to the reversal of 
thal. decision by the Committee of the Whole; to Mr.. CusH-- 
INg’s second remonstiance and protest; and ithe second decision 
of the committee sanctioning such a proceeding, -He com- 
pared the amendment of Mr. Davis, and his frequent modifi- 
‘cations of it while under discussion, to a chameleon, which 
was at one. time green, at another blue, at another red, so 
that it was. hard to tell what its color was at any given pe- 
riod. THeaccused Mr. Firtmore of having seized on the pre- 
text of the application of a part of the contingent fund to strike 
at the Madisonian, and thus deprive the Executive of what had 
always been enjoyed under every previous] Administration — 
the advantage uf having a public press at the seat of Govern: 
ment to speak in his behalf, while other presses expressed the 
views of the opposition. If this course was to be sanctined b 
the majority, and pursueé for party” ends, then the friends 
of the President must fall back on the true principles of reform, 
and, depriving the presses on both sides of all Government pas 
tronage, provide for doing the public printing at Government 
expense, 

Mr. W. alluded to the withdrawal, both by Mr. Davis and 
himself, of their respective amendments, and the re{usal of Mr. 
FILLMORE and his committee to withdraw a proviso already in- 
serted in the bill, for printing by contract, which answered the 
purpose desired by that gentleman and his friends; thus haviog 
his bird in hand, while Mr. Wisz’s was in the bush; retaining 
and swallowing the oyster, and giving Mr. W. and My, Davis 
the two shells, &c, 

He then alluded to the subsequent stages of the debate, and 
aD motions to amend, the last of which had proceeded, 


nd Mr. W.’s colieague, (Mr, GILMER, )] but from the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. Carcruers.] Mr. W., Ghough 
not nan offensive sense) imputed Mr. FILLMORE’ S complain». 
ing of delay, and charging this on the President's friends, to 
mere affectation, while, if there was any guilt in the matter, 
he himself was the guilty man, and the Committee of the 
Whole were vnsible for having sanctioned so enormous a 
departure froin all correct order as to allow amendments going 
to change the laws of the land to be introduced into en appro- 
priation bill. . 

If the proviso should be insisted on, then Mr. W. should insist 
on again bringing forward his proposition in regard toa Govern- 
ment press, and fully debating it, and reading al! the documents 
bearing on the subject. Mr. W. though a friend of the Presi- 
dent, did not at ail agree in the opinions expressed by one of his 
colleagues, [Mr. GILMER] nor those of the gentleman from Tens 
nessee, (Mr. CARUTHERS)] in favor of striking all contingent ap. 
prepriations from the bill, which he co ered a very absurd 
Idea. As to the chairman’s being willing to do this, and insert 
ali contingencies in a separate bill, that was quite a mare’s 
nest—a_ discovery-—just as if the other bill must rot be an 
appropriation bill as much as this, and as ifthe. same princi: 
| ples would not apply 10 that, He argued to show that it 
| would be no more possible (o make the contingent ex- 
penses a matter of specific estimate in that bill than it was in 
this, They must, after all, refer to the estimates of last 

ear. 

next yoan? Should the idea of bis colleague [Mr. Gitmur] 
prevail, it would appear as if the contingent expenses under 
j this Admmistration had suddenly sprung up to $700,000, 
| whereas they bad been gradually growing under past Admini. 
strations. 

(Mr. Girmer explained. } E 

Mr. W. thennoticedthe course of Mr. Firumorg in catch» 
ing at the words of his colleague [Mr. Girma] the moment he 
sat down, and rather expressing himself in favor of the ob- 
jecthe had advocaied. Was this the tact of the gentleman 
from New York? was it his policy to cut off supplies. from 
this Administration? was that to be the party game? Jf it 
| was, then Mr. W. (speaking merely as a party man, and with- 
oni respect to consequences upon ihe country,) would very 
giadly fold his arms and look on while others did the work. 
Suclia course was neither patriotic toward the country nor 
fair to the Executive; but if gentlemen expected the Pre- 
sident and his Administration would be blamed for this, the 
people would very effectually undeceive them. True, the 
t a from New York had very fayly and openly pro- 

inst such a course; but there had been at the same 
momenta leerof hiscye, a hint towards his party friends, in 
which it was impossible Mr. W. could have been deceived, 
ploughed one wav and leoked arother. If that 
aid tothe gentleman and his 
Ube tharkfnito vou? All he 
stration was, that it would attempt to 
cunded by obstacles sech as Adminis- 
tration never had io encounter before, it would go onand re 
uitable measures and advacate (hem on proper 
if if could not give the country good ineasures, tt 
cure the country good tasies. : 
a proviso of the committee and the amendments ofits 


daty: althougt 


just whe 
, Mr. W. concluded by vehemently 
lity for the delay, and declaring, again, 
io be insisted ‘on, he should insist on 
amendment to provide for the public printing 


whole ¥ 
ning of these ma 


gall res 


AIR here inte rpasad ani observed that the debate had 
ide a range, and must for the future be confined to 


wrower Limits. i : 
fe GENTR ¥ here obtained the foor, but yielded it to Bir. 
1 ihe ose of examination. i ; 
SNG said, that if the fluor were yielded he should 


} > 
claim it. 
: Sor 


> confusion here occurred, several gentlemen at once ad- 
de e the Chair asto whether Mr. Fruwor: should be al- 
te g the Cb 


lowed to proceed, 

we b a explanation by the OHAIR— . use ae 
Me FILLMORE proceeded, and explain ‘ a: teply to the 
charge by Mr. Wrsz of his being the author of the whole de. 
lay, that the amendmenthe had ofere: had been by order of 
the Committee of Ways and Means, and he had offered it 


man first concerned, although be now invoked ail the blame’ on, 


the Chairman himeelf, that amendments of this description in: 


But who could say the same amounts would be needed’ 


ye 
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without even so-much as thinking of the Madisonian, and 
“how that paper might be affected by. it, although the gentle- 
inan accused the whale movement as ‘being aimed at that 
press. The object was to restore the law of appropriation 
bills to tnis Administration, as the Whigs had given ic to its 
predecessor by the aid of the gentleman’s own vote, who 
then acted with them. As to the delay——. 

“ Here Mr. CUSHING again intérposed, insisting that if the 
gantleman from New York was about going into an argu- 
ment, he (Mr. C.) claimed the floor, it having been yielded 


for explanaion only. br’ 
After some remarks frym the Chairman, 
gentleman charged with delaying the public business, had 
assed so quickly, that even the very vigilant gentleman from 
that any great delay? The gentleman, however, had warned 
the committee that it was in his power to delay the passage 
out, in. order to allow the President to patronize a press at 
the seat of Government. 
the committee would rather sit here till the 4th day of March 
pext, than yield the ground to threats of that description. Mr. 
freedom—as much right as any other member on that floor; but 
he appealed to the gentleman himself whether, in the case of a 
of Ways and Means had not done its fa'l part to sus ain the Ad- 
ministration, while the gentleman and his friends had delaye t 
ment? 
Mr, GENTRY here resumed the floor, but gave way, amid 
COOPER of Georgia, that the committee rise. 
” Which motion prevaiting, the committee rose. 
but oe 
the motion at the request of— Y 
Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, who submitted an inquiry to the 
Messrs. WARREN and STEENROD (on leave given) seve- 
rally presented petitions; which were referred. 
ying certain papeis;) which was adopted. tay 
Mr. GWINN, on Jeave. presented the following joint resolu- 
referred tothe Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed: : 
That our Senators in Congress be instrucied, and our Repreeen- 
talives requested, to urge upon Congress the great necessity for 
of laud ceded under the treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creck, upon 
the principles of justice and equiry, according to the provisions 
emption, and the removal, without delay, of all the Indians who, 
by the provisions of said cession or treaty, should he removed. 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
J. SPEIGHT, 
> 7 T. M. TUCKER. 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, asked leave to offer a res 
tion) to ane offered by Me. MCCLELLAN, of New Yo 
day, (but not reccived,) in relation to the fees, &2. of district 
‘The SPEAKER presented to the Monse a communication 
from the Governor ot Lowa, transmitting a preamble aod joint 
proving of the views exp d by Governor Chambers, in his 
etter to the Governor of Missouri, on the subject of the snuthern 
that Congress would take immediate and effective measures to 
insure the early and perimarnent establishment of said boundary 
ferred to the Committee on the Territories. 
The House then adjourned, 
IN SENATE, 
Taourspay, Mareh 16, 1842. 
nate acommunication from the Governor of Wis- 
consin, transmitting the resolutions of the Legisla. 


Approved, Jan. 29, 1842. 


Mr. FILLMORE resumed. The amendment, which the 
itginia (Mr. Wise) had not had time to object to it. Was 
of the bill until a certain proviso in it should be stricken 
If that was to be%the issue, Mr. F. trusted that a majority of 
F hada right to speak ofthe Administration with the utmost 
pill vital to the interests of the Administration, the Committee 
the bill, as they were now doing, by amendment after amend- 
many cries of “rise, rise,” ‘go on, hold on,” to a motion by Mr. 
Mr HOPKINS moved that the House adjourn; 
Chair. 
Oa’ leave given, Mr. MALLORY offered a resolution, refer- 
tion of the Legislature of the State of Mississippi, which was 
Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Dississippi, 
a speedy adjustment of the various claims to vil that portion 
of said treaty, so as in no case to interfere with the nzhts of pre- 
ROBERT W, ROBERT 
President of the Senate. 
lution similar in character (though more general in itseppli 
attoroeys. 
resolution of the Council and Mouse of Representatives, ap- 
boundary of Iowa Territory, and expressing their earnest hope 
line; which, en inmotion of Mr. A. C. Dopes, of lowa, was re- 
` The PRESIDENT pra tem. laid before the Se- 


tive Council, urgivg upon Congress the propriety of | 


removing the Judi: 
west of the Missi 
title to lands, for the 
population; % 
Which, en motion 
red to the Committee 
ed to be printed, 
Also, a communication from the Navy De 
mont, in compliance with a resolation of the 18 


ns residing in that Territory to the 
, and the extinction of their 
beiter security of the whole 


of Mr. YETTE, was refer- 
on Indian fairs, and ordir- 


ulinio, transmitting a statement in relaion to the 
number of midshipmen appeinted daring the last 


year. 

Also, a ce 
meni, a st 
neys appr 
the military 


town of Lie 
signed by seve 
bating the embarr 
paper as a cireulativ 
ing characier, and main! i 
value to all commodities io paper mo- 
Hey, is specie. The memorial represents that a 


gin 


vast amount of gold and silver coin is withdrawn 
from circulation, by being melted down into ware, 
which, if it was added tothe present gold and 
silver circulation of ihé ceuf ‘ry, would be abun- 
dant for all the wants cf the country. The me- 
morialists ask that Congress would impore a tax on 
gold and silver ware, to prevent the withdrawal of 

` those metals from circulation. Mr. W. presumed 
that the memorial was sent to him from ihe fact 
that several weeks ago, when the Senator from 
Missouri [Mr. Bewron]inireduced an amendment 
to the Treasury Note biil.to tax bank notes, he had 
suggested the propriety of taxing gold and silver 
ware. He was still in favor of sueh tax, and ex- 
pressed his gratification that this mauer bad at- 
tracted the attention of the people, and trusted that 
the object would be carried cut. Fhe memorial 
was refeired to the Committee on Finance. 

On moicn of Mr. CHOATE, leave was grant- 
ed to withdraw the papers of Lydia Moody from 
the files of the Senate 

Mr. YOUNG presented a petition from citizens 
of Ilinois, sking an appropriation of land to 
compleie the Illinois and Michigan canai: referred 
to the Committee on Pablic Lands. 

Also, presented the report of a committee ap- 
peinted by the trustees of the town of Milwau- 
kie, relative to the commerce of that town, sud 
the navigation of tale Michigan. Mr Y. said it 
presented some useful fac's connected with the im- 
provements of the harbor of that place, and the 
navigation of Lake Michigan. He moved its 
reference to the commiitee having esarge of thet 
subject. 

On motion of Mr. LUSN, the petition of Tho. 
mas Clarke, praying remuneration for the uve and 
detention of a steamboat while in the service of 
the United States, under evntrect with an officer of 
Government, was ordered to be tsken from the 
files, and referret to the Cemmitreon Claims. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a pottion from eiti- 
zens of New York, praying for a repeal or post- 
ponement of the coeration of the Bankrayt las 

Mr. GRAHAM, from the Committee cn Claims, 
reported back to the Senate, without amendment, 
House bill to amend the act entitled an act for the 
relief of Chauncey Caiboun. 

Also, from the same coms-ittee, made an adverse 
report on the petition of the adminis'rators of ‘Pho. 
mas Catts, praying io bo indemnified for losses s 
tained by him in the purchase of a part cf a vesse 
sold by the United Stat 


General Andrew Ja 
by him in the discharg 
city of New Orleans, in the year 1815, aad wh 
proposes that the fine of a theusand dollars 
costs imposed upon that cfiser by x 
be refunded to him, wiih i 

The bil having been re 


ine 


ich 


ipge 


> 
Mr. LINN moved its reference to the Committee 
on Claims, and 

r. GRAHAM reoved its ref 


mitice on the Judiciary. 


erence to the Com- 


tending that he 
they almost un 
rence he prop 
however 
imposed by 
rary C 
nestion 
the Juciciary C: 


preaceded to 
spond the rete 


iOS TO Poe ems 


bef hk 


they were su 


f laud elsewhere, cr 


a nape 


those who removed from their own Jand to reside 
upon the pubic lands; and so much of seid act as 
denies a pre emption to all persons who are not 
citizens of the Usaited States, or who had not filed 
tkeir application to become citizens, before they 
seitied upon the ‘ands. : 

Mr. SMITH of, Indiana, who was entitled to the 
floor, replied. at lengih to the arguments of Mr. 
MeRcsanrs on yesterday, contending that no pre- 
emption law had ever been passed by the Demo- 
cratie party, or since the formation of the Govern- 
ment, whose provisions were so liberal to pre- 
emptioners as ihe pre-emption portions of the Dis- 
tribution bill—being, as he said, the first prespee- 
tive pre-emption act ever parsed. He endeavored 
to show that the resiriction in that Jaw against 
rights of preemption to those who owned iand 
where, was al one time a favored proposi- 
tion with a large portion of the Democratic Sena- 
tors; and maintamed that ail the odium which the 
Senator from Hlinois asserted attached to the 
Whig party in consequence of it, and all the de- 
nunciaticn which ke visted upon them fer incor- 
porating itin that law. equally applied to those 
Democratic Senators. He maintained that the 
pre-emption law was one of privilege and benefi’; 
and he saw no resson why they should confer this 
benefit on forvigners, when it was denied to cur 
own citizens, who were not actual settlers. There 
was, he said, no hardship in it; Congrecs he con- 
tended had a right const:tntional!y, to discriminate 
as to who shouid be its beneficiaries; ard so far as 
the argument of the Senator (Mr. McRoperrs] 
went against the cousituional right to disciimi- 
nate, in granting presemption righ's, between those 
who held property elsewhere, and ihovght proper 
to remove frora it, and those who had no property, 
equally applied to the whole pre-emption sistem. 
it Congress had no right te discriminate i: bad no 
r gut te pass a pre-cmption |, He was opposed 
to the amendments in toto. ‘he Commiites on 
Public Lands was opposed io them, having voted 
them down. However much he desired the pes- 
sage of the bill as amended by the Committee on 
Pubiic Lands, if the amendimenis of the Senator 
from Hlinois were adepted, he would certainly 
vote against the bill itscif. Fie hop:d the amend- 
ments would be voted down, and the bill passed, 

Oa motion of Rir. CRAY, bil was laid on 
the table. f 

RETRENCHMENT AND R 

The Senate then topk up the revolutions of Mr. 
“Lay, lo inctease thefiariff above ihe maximum of 
the Compromise act to that provision of 
ts op ration to 
a tweniy per 
elaovernmenys to 
expenses of Govern 


a 
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ment. È 

To which Mg Wpriaur had proposed amend- 
ments—ia fav ot piectical economy, by abolish- 
ing useless cfices; by joppirg of all unnecessary 
expenses in Cotgress and all tte Leper s of 
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on 
1 he 

Sily for f fy 

o2 Congress to adopt Eson: the 


resolu.icn in favor of retrenchment—an abstract 
principle whirh no cre dcnied—seemed from the 
way m which it was put, jastly obtozicus to the 
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objection that it was inopportunely and bastily 
urged without waiting for that information on the 
subject which could alone derive authenticity from 
official reports in preparation, but not yet furnished 
by the Departments. 

Bat, suspending these general remarks forthe 
present, and passing on to the resolutions in their 
numerical order, he would take up the first and 
dispose cf it in a few words by giving it his hearty 
concurrence. He never did entertain aby other 
doctrine than that the current expenditures of an 
economical administration of the Government 
ought to be fully met by a corresponding amount 
of revenue. It was a source of gratification to 
him to be able to state that the party with 
whom he acted, and the Administration in 
which he had lately taken part, never did enter- 
tain-any other doctrine, and never had lost sight of 
the principle. And if there was any imputable 
ground against them for a departure fiom this prin- 
ciple, it should in all candor be stated where it was 
that the fault lay. Itis, indeed, to be deduced 
from, if not admitted by, the avowals of the Sena- 
tor from Kentucky himself, who, in his opening 
speech on the presentation of these resolutions, dis- 
tinctly laid it down asa notorious fact, that fot 
years past, as well as at present, one policy was 
pursued at one end of Pennsylvania avenue, and 
a different policy atthe other end. This was no 
more than what he, (Mr. W.) had said at the ex. 
tra session; and it was even then used by others as 
a taunt—though it was literally true. It was in 
consequence of this diversity of policy between 
Congress and the Administration for years, that 
expenditures were made to exceed both estimates 
and revenue, by appropriations, which created for 
so long a duration the necessity of resorting to such 
temporary expedients as Treasury notes, 

Mr. Woopsory here entered into details of 
the rise and progress of the Treasury note system, 
showing that at the commencement of 1838, the 
balance on them, then ouis anding, was oily two 
millions and nine .enths; yet in inat year, Congress 
exceeded the estimates thirteen millions by appro- 
priations. He asked, could not the two millions 
and nine-tenths of sutstanding balance on Trea- 
sury notes have been easily cxtinguished, if such 
excess of appropriation had not been forced upon 
the public Treasury? So, in 1843, the year 
began with a balance of. seven millions and 
three-tenths; in 1840, with only two millions 
and seven-tenths; and in 1841, with only 
four millions and six-tenth:. But the excess 
of appropriatious in 1838, beipg thirteen millions; 
in 1839, two millions; and in 1840, three millions; 
the expenditures were increased by the action of 
Congress, eighteen millions—a sum more than ne- 
cessary to pay off, three times over, all the outstand- 
ing Treasury notes at the beginning of 1841. The 
four millions and six-tenths outs'anding then, was 
the only real debt to be cleared off; an! so far 
from a debt of any kind, there would have been 
an ample surplus for all contingencies for 
years, but for this excesscf appropriations. From 
all this it was apparent that a very material fact 
was established: that the late Administration, +o 
far from not recognising, aud doing its best to aci 
in conformty wiih, the principle laid down in the 
Senator’s first resolution, had, io the utmost of its 
ability, adhered to itin the teeih of pressing legisla- 
tion to depart from it, whatever may have been 
done at this end of Pennsylvania avenue. 

As to retrenchments—kad not the late Adminis- 
tration continually urged upon Congress the neces- 
sity of retrenchment; and had not the Treasury De- 
partment from time to time given specifications of 
T-trenchment, which, though adopted but in part, 
brought down the expenditures, from the inflations 
in every thing in 1835 and 1836, from twenty-five 
millions, in 1839, to twenty-two anda halfin 1840: 
and, had this policy been persisted in through 
3841, would have brought them down to 
only twenty, 


and now eighteen millions? And |l 


the intention was to come down to seventeen 
millions, or less, if it could be done without im- 
pairing any important branch of the public servize. 
The object constantly in view was, by all means, 
to keep the expenditures of Government from in- 
creasing faster than the ratio cf increase in popu- 
lation and wealth. 


The real expenditures of the first four years of - 


Gen. Jackson’s administration, averaged only four- 
teen miilions, differing not more than one million 
from Mr. Adams’s, and none from the ratio of in- 
crease of population. Both were somewhat too 
high in certain respects. And what happened in 
the last fuur years of General Jackson’s adminis- 
tration? . Did not Congress, by appropriating be- 
yond the average increase, and the annual esti- 
mates offered, of only fifteen or sixteen millions, 
except asenlarged to cover works begun by Cor- 
gress, run up the expenditures to upwards of twen- 
ty-nine millions in bis last year, for no other pur- 
pose apparently, in some cases, than that of getting 
rid of the surplus revenue for some public object? 
Had Congress conformed to Executive policy— 
had it appropriated only on its scale of estimates— 
or had it done its duty in reducing expenses wher- 
ever it could be dene consistently with the public 
service, no charge of extravagance could have been 
brought against the Government. As it was, the 
average in Gen. Jackson’s second term was only 
twenty-one millions, and in bis two terms united, 
but seventcen millions. 

Mr. Woopsury supported his arguments bv a 
lucid and striking array of items aod facts, taken 
from former docrmen?s and one of the reports en- 
der the present Acininistration. Efe nex: selected 
the four years of Mr. Van Buren’s administration, 
and showed the real expenditures, decreasing year 
by year, till they came down to only twenty-two 
and a half millions in the last year. He took the 
reports made under the present Administration, 
and, by deducting the items introduced for the pur- 
pose of swelling these averages, but virtually not 
chargeable upon the ordinary expenditures of Ga- 
vernment, showed the (tne average of expenditures 
for ordinary purposes of Government. 

In this way, he proved that the average expendi- 
tures of General Jackson’s administration for the 
first four years, was fourteen millions; of his second 
term twenty-one millions; cf Mr. Van Buren’s four 
years twenty-seven millions; and which, but for 
the action of Congress, would have been but twen- 
ty-one millions, and were descending to eighteen. 
But taking the whole twelve years of both his and 
General Jackson’s administrations, the average 
was only twenty-cne and one-tenth millions, even 
according to Mr. Ewing’s report—an authority that 
gentlemen opposite mustadmilt. The Senator from 
Kentucky maintains that the expenditures of this 
Administration must be limited to twenty-two mil- 
lions, and with contingencies to twenty-four, inde- 
pendent of any debt; but Mr. Van Buren’s last 
year was not so much by a million anda half. 
Yet the Senator from Kentucky proposed to re- 
trench thirteen millions below Mr. Van Burer! 
In (set it was an increase over bis last two years, 
and was only tbree millions less than the average of 
allhisterm. This Administration should go down to 
eichteen or twenty, if not to thirteen millions, which 
the Senator from Keatucky himself promised in 
his speech at Taylorsville. 

Mr. Woopsury next tock up the expendi- 
tures of the past year, depeading upon the data 
furnished by the Treasury report for ihe first three 
quarters of the year—the report fer the fourth 
quarter, which had been called for, not being yet 
furnished. In examining these details he would 
be liberal and candid. He had no wish to be 
guided by a parsimonioes or niggardly policy. In 
this report there are items of the actual expendi- 
tures of 1841, independeat cf the permanent ex- 

enses of the army, navy, and civil list, amouat- 
ing to $6 665,500, which can be safely retrenched. 
Most of them are objects ended entirely, or ina 
great degree; others are reductions. Some would 


ee neers inert te tO 
amrnoma enti err enn ee" 


go into other items, that he now left, n The details 


were in his hand for the inspection of any. me: 

All should furnish their mite of experiengé or 
labour to prevent the necessity of. additional: loans 
or taxe in the present embarrassed condition, of the 
country. ‘This was his project; his coatribution. 
We have had generalities enough; we must go to 
particulars, or accomplish nothing. j 

Take these abolitions and reductions of expense 
from these of 1841, and but about nineteen millions 
are left for this year, and the next one anda half 
millions less. We come down to seventeen or eigh- 
teen millions, if Congress does its duty to the peo- 
ple truly and faithfully; and he contended it was 
better to do so than disturb the whole Union by 
any attempt to raise additional, and especially pro- ° 
tective taxes. Even if necessary to obtain this 
reduction, he was willing his own pay should be 
reduced, and all other officers, twenty or twenty- 
five per cent, Fle would personally suffer any 
such privation sooner than resort to additional taxa- 
tion in times liké these. He then gave details of 
his projects of redaction. 

After this, he went to the probable means to 
meet nineteen millions this year, or allowing forcon- ` 
tingencies and a surplus, twenty-two and a half 
millions, without more taxes. They might be 
computed from the exports or imports, 

He alluded to the estimate of the Senator from 
Kentucky as to the average exports of the country 
for the last six years, being one hundred and three 
and a half millions,and calculating the revenue from 
that to this, he had added fifteen per cent. for 
profit outwards, and deducted ten millions for in- 
terest of the debts of the States to be paid abroad. 
On the last item he differed from the Senator, as 
so much of the debt had been discredited and sent 
back, and the payment of interest unfortunately 
suspended on so much more. Deduct, then, seven 
millions for this, and add sixteen millions for the 
fifteen per cent. and the amount to be assessed for 
duties would be one hundred and twelve millions. 
Add to this, for the average increase of the ex- 
ports the next six years, being twelve per cent, 
which ke counts about thirteen millions, and deduct 
eighteen millions for free articles, and the balance 
makes one hundred and seven and a third mil- 
lions instead of the Senator’s ninety-one millions. 
Bat this one hundred and seven anda third mil- 
lions is the value of the material abroad. Add the 
charges, freight, and insurance for the home valua- 
tion, which Mr. Cray discussed, but did not add, 
and at 25 percent. his estimate, it will increase the 
aggregate to near one hundred and thirty-four 
millions, on which, 20 per cent. duty is near twen- 
ty-seven millions of dollars. Deduct one and a 
half millions for the cost of collection, and the nett 
revenue, on this basis, is about twenty-five and a 
haif miilions. If only 15 per cent. is computed, 
instead of the home valuation, the nett revenue 
will be between twenty-three and twenty-four mil» 
lions. 

This is the corrected result, on his own theory. 
Mr. W. would offer none of his own. But these 
two aggregates corresponded with two estimates 
from the Treasury Department, presented by Mr. 
Cuay at the last session. : 

Besides this twenty-three to twenty-five. and 
half millions, there is an addition of three millions 
included of the duties of last year, payable in this 
year; and for the first half of the year the excess 
over 20 per cent. of one million more, making an 
addition of four millions of last year for this year. 
After July, all ure to be cash duties, and hence 
nore cf the 20 per cent. of this year postponed to 
1843. Some of this last may be set off against the 
high home valuation, as it is rot adopted till July. 

But twenty-six or twenty-seven millions reve- 
nue this year, and twenty-four afterwards, were 
fai calevlations on these data. That would pay 
his twenty-six, and much more, nay, nineteen or 
twenty-two and a half, and a good part of the 
debt. Next year it would discharge still more of 
the debt. But the “Senator calculates on a tax of 


three millions.on tea: and coffee, ‘and includes them:|} 


‘in his computations... It thea became a question 
whether tea and coffee should be taxed three mil- 
lions, or the proceeds of the. public lands, quite 
equal or more, sbotild be restored to the Treasury, 
instead òf thatnew tax. We did not need both items. 
Both: would give: seven millions in addition to the 


2G: per cent: without them; which was nineteen or | 


twenty-two, millions, as differently computed, He. 
maintained that one of them when added, ought to 
leave'a surplus at the erid of the yéar. And the 
next ‘question: was: which’ ‘it should be? ` Let the 
country and the Senate decide between them. The 
taxon tea and coffee is antagonist to the distribu- 
tion of the lands, ‘and one or the other must yield. 
“Mr. Wooppury kere took a ‘cursory review 
of the consequences of distribution and the pro- 
-priety of restoring the land fund to avoid the ne- 
cessity for taxation to that amount. He maintained 
that the power granted in the Constitution over the 
public lands, was a power to'sell them and not to 
` give themaway. He'would take back the land 
fund, because there was no authority in the Con- 
stitution to give it to the States, either for purposes 
of local government, or for the purpose of paying 
the debts of the States. 

He would take back the land fund, because there 
is no power in the Constitution which authorizes 
a policy of favcritism to any one class of citizens 
over another. By giving away the lands a’ neces- 
sity is created for: increased taxation, operating 
d rectly or indirectly as an additional’ protective 
duty for the benefit of manufactures, and at the 
expense of consumers. ‘“Itis’a source of tempta- 
tion which ought not to be thrown out by Govern- 
ment: , Protection of this kind is worse than dis- 
crimination, as the amount of taxes is greater on 
the people, but in the aggregate -both are bad in 
principle. It is altogether contrary to the spirit of 
the taxing power; to use it soas to build up any 
one occupation or branch of industry, the interest 
of one class of the community, at the expense of 
another. One branch of industry is pat into a hot- 
bed, and every other left to struggle for itself. Had 
Congress forgotten the duties of 1824, rang- 
ing from twenty-five to fifty per cent? Did that 
satisfy this: voracious appetite for protection? Did 
the country prosper then? “One gentleman says it 
did; but the’ mover of the resolutions himself, 
in his speech of that time, represented truly the 
horrors and desolation which hung over the 
country under that protective syetem, till Bit broke 
down under its own weight. 

He enumerated several grounds of objection to 
the distribution, both in point of expediency and 
of the Constitution, which we must now omit. 

Ele next adverted to the arguments on the other 
side, that ii was better to raise the taxes, than re- 
eall the lands, beeause it would tend to keep specie 
in-the country. He was glad gentlemen on that 
side had become converts to specie, and the specie. 
paying notes, instead of their blessed paper credit sys- 
tem. 

After dwelling on this, he said facts showed the 
reverse of their reasoning. The imports of specie 
during the last twenty years, have been governed 
by the finctuations of trade, but the balance re- 


malaiog in the country has been five millions 


more annually since the tariff has begun to fall, 
when they were only one and a half and three mil- 
Hows while ihe tariff was highest. 
Here he quoted the tables of imports and exports 
“of this subject, Tae movements of specie depend- 
ed on deeper ang wider causes. Tbe inerease of 
commerce and exchanges of products, augmented 
the amount of specie. Restrictions, mere barter, 


the lowest state of commerce, required least specie. 
Tn the most govamercial countries, like England and 


Franee, the circulating medinm—specle, or its 
equivalent—was eighteen to twenty dollars per 
head; but in Spain and in Russia, less commer- 
cial, it was only four to six dollars per head. Sbui 
ourselves up hy high duties, or prohibitions cramp- 
ing us up, and pursuing the Chinese or Japanese 
policy, and specie becomes still smaller in amount 
per head, and all wages and prices miserably low. 
“We want treedom and equality for all kinds of in- 


dustry and trade.. We omit much said to illustrate 
his. j 


pareen 


Next he contended that the imports from Eng- 
land in times of low tariff were less, compared with 
our exports, than in -times.of high tariff. It was” 
just the reverse of what had been argued on the 


other side. He heldin his hand the tables; anc 
though it is said often that’ England takes nothing 
of us, yet add fifieen per cent..to our exports there, 
which is their jncreased- value, and she takes 
more of us than we do of her. S 

The-true rule is, however;-to sell where most can 
be got, and to buy where least is to be paid. The 
lowest state of civilization is mere barter; but in 
civilized communities, specie, or iis. equivalent, 
is the medium of regulating commerce. 

It was further maintained that if the tariff was 
not raised to a protective standard, the colton 
staple of this country would be excluded from 
Enland by the cotton of India. 

It had been stated that, in ten years, there was 
an ihercase of twenty-three millions of pounds 
of cotton imported into England from India, 
and that this was alarming. But what were 
the cotton exports: from this country in four 
years before 1830, inclusive, compared with 
the four previous to 1840, inclusive? The in» 
crease had been not twenty-three miliions, but 
1.131 millions, The augmentation in the growth 
here had been still greater. This was fifty times 
greater than the increase of exports from India 
to Bngland. So our exports of 1840 exceded those 
of 1830 quite four hundred and forty-five mil- 
lions, or twenty times as much as the increase 
from India to England. 

No, sir, said Mr. W. let nature, climate, skill, 
and taste, seek profits andemmploymen:s, and pro- 
duets untaxed. Who can compete with China in 
teas? Italy in salt? Turkey in drugs? The South 
in cotton? Tne North in hay, fish, wool, and ice? 
Let us pause, and not chain our own enterprise 
and pervert our own national advantages, 

Afier further illustrations, he said the time for 
action had arrived—a message had been sent to 
the other House indicating thirty millions of or- 
dinary expenditure this year, and recommending 
larger loans. We are on the brink of a second 
bankruptcy in the present year—a voleano is 
before us, if we do not begin forthwith to retrench, 
and retrench largely. Without taxing tea and 
coffee, we then will have enough, if recalling the 
lands. Paton thettax too if necessary, but not 
without, and you have a Jarge surplus to meet all 
proper contingencies, without going above 20 per 
cent. and violating sacred compromises. 

[The foregoing is given as a mere running sketch 
of this important speech, which will be published 
in full as soon as it can be written out for the 
press | 

Mr. SIMMONS obtained the ficor, but gave way 
fora motion to go into an Executive session, 
which prevailed; and atter some time spent there- 
in, the doors were opened, and the Senate ad- 
journed. : : 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuurspay, March 10, 1842, j 
The journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
Mr. BOARDMAN asked leave to present a petition. 

Mr. FILLMORE objected; and moved that the House re- 
solve itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
oe ‘MALLORY asked leave, at this time, to make 


tant report from the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
Objected to, 


GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL, 

The motion of Mr. FILLMORE having been agreed to, the 
House resolved itself into Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, (Mr. Baieos of Massachusetts in the chair,) and 
resumed the consideration of the bill making appropriations 
for the civil and diplomatic expenses of the Government for the 
year 1842, 

When the committee rosc yesterday the following iem was 
under consideration: 

“No. 15. For nen ene contingent expenses ef the De- 

artment of State, inctudin: ublishing and distributing 
aes $25,000." 3 Z p : Z nbutieg the 

Which item had heretofore been amended, on the motion of 
My, FIL MORE, (made under the direction of the Committee of 
Ways and Means.) by the addition of the following proviso: 

“ Provided that the job printing, stationery, and binding of 
each of the Executive Departments shall, until otherwise d: 
rected by law, be furnished by contract, proposals for which 
shall be regularly advertised for in the public privts; the classes, 
character, and description of the printing being specifiedin each 
advertisement, as far as that can be done, and it being made a 
condition in all cases, unless otherwise specifically stared in the 
advertisement, that the work shall be done in the city of Wash- 
ington; and the contract shall in each case, so far the proposals 
and acceptance shall enable the contract to be made, be given to 


an impor- 


the lowest bidder, whose hid shall be accompanied: with pro- 
per testimonials of the ability of the bidder to fulfil his con- 
tract.’ 9 

To this item, as heretofore amended by the adoption. of the 
above proviso, Mr. Wise had yesterday moved an amendment 
to strike out from the fifteenth clause of the bill, as amended 
on the motion of Mr. Ti.tmorn, all after the word “laws,” in 
the seventy-seventh line, andinsert in Jieu thereof the words 
“twenty-four thousand five hundred dollars,” so that it will 
read— pot 
. “For incidental and contingent expenses of the Depart- 
partment of State, including publishing and distributing the 
lawa, $24,500." -~ a 

Which amendment Mr. CARUTHERS had moved -toi amend 
by striking out “$24,000,” so that the iem would read as fol- 
lows: 3 . A 

“For. incidental and contingent expenses of the Depart- 
went of State, including publishing anddistributing thedaws, 
$500. A o 

And the question being on the amendment to the amend- 
ment— À 

Mr. GENTRY, who was entitled to the. floor, addressed the 
committee (under some interruptions on points of order), at 
considerable length. : : 

He said that the immediate object of the amendment to the 
amendment seemed to be to get rid of all the items which pro- 
posed appropriations for contingent purposes, while the object 
of the amendment of the gentleman from Virginia[Mr. Wise} 
was to strike Gut the proviso which bad been offered by. the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means—the effect of 
which proviso was to limit Executive discretion upon expendi» 
tures of appropriation which might be made of a contingent 
character ior the various Departments of the Government, 
The question was a broad one, gird opened the whole question 
of contingent expenditures as cénnected with the several De- 
partments of the Government, But there were collateral qués- 
tions which gentlemen had algo a right to discuss in connection 
with this subject. f : 

Mr. G. here alluded more‘particularly to the object of the 
amendment of Mr; Wise, which led to some explanations be- 
tween Mr. G. and Mr. W. of that point, 

After which Mr. G. procBeded toremark that the suggestion 
of the gentleman from Virginia, as he (Mr. G.) understood it, 
would convert the réform Which the Whig party were contend- 
ing for into a contingencygdepending on the fate of his amend- 
ment. The proper modesf reform wasto strike out all items 
of coatingent appropeiatipn, and to refer them to the Committee 
of Ways and Means, wg isuractog to inquire how far they 
might be reduced, and. what was the best mode of limiting and 
defining Executive disttetion in relation to the same. This 
was aa object ofeasy accomplishment, and would give rise to 
no delay. He understood that the Whig party were denounced 
by the gentleman from Virginia because they caused delay in 
the passage of this biil by insisting on a reform to which they, 
as well as the geneman from Virginia, were pledged, in re- 
taining the proviso which thal gentleman sought to strike out, 
and which was analogous to one that had been supported by 
that gentleman when Mr. Van Buren was in power. The best 
time for carrying out this reform was when they had their 
handg on the purse strings of the nation. Te had understood 
that those who were now in power came into power. promising 
amongst other things, to cleanse the Augean stables of this Go- 
vernment. It was, to be sure, a Herculean labor. It was 
known that those stables contained the accumulation of the 
filth of years, Every Tennesseean was fond of fine horses, and 
knew something of stables; and they knew that the best mode 
of preventing an accumulation of filth was not to allow a sur- 
plus of provender. Let this surplus money be withheld; or, 
atali events, let the bill be sent back to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, to see to what extent Executive discretion might 
ye raned, and to what extent these contingencies might be re- 

uced. 

Ife had been under the impression that the object contempla- 
ted by his colleague, (Mr. CARUTHERS, } in his amendment, had 
already been accomplished by a motion heretofore made by 
him, (Mr. G.) and sustained by a large vote of the House, ine 
structing the committee to strike out every item of appropria- 
tion not provided for by existing laws. In doing this, he had 
merely transcribed arule of this House, adopted in the year 
1837, which was in the folowing words: 

“No appropriation shall be reported in such general appro- 
priation bills, or be in order as an armendment thereto, for any 
expenditure not previously authorized by law,” : 

Tinis rule, he supposed, had been found inconvenient: 
hence, on the 13th of May, 1838, an amendment had heen mals 
to that rule in the following words: 

“Uniess in continuation of appropriations for such public 
works and objects as are already in progress, and for the con- 
tingencies for carrying on the several Departments of the Go. 
vernment.” A 
- His object in the motion he had made on a 
to carry this principle back to what the rule of 
should be: and that was the precise language of the motion he 
had made. The Jetter and spirit of that resolution of instructions 
to the committee required the Chair, without the formality of a 
vote, to strike out from this bill every item of appropriation not 
provided for by existing law. He took it that there could be 
no controversy on that point. 

A partot the item of appropriation of $25,000, now under 
consideration, Was required, he believed, to carry into effect 
an existing law in relation lo the printing of the jaws, Hence 
he had not on this item raised the question of order; but he in- 
tended hereafter to make that point, and tocall on the Chair to 
decide it. 

_ What were tire reasons for such a course? Without going 
iato the general subject of the abuses connected with these con. 
tingentappropriations, he would ask what remedy should be 
resorted to? Should the Heads of Departments be consulted? 
The Chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means had al- 
ready stated that all these items of appropriation were in con. 
formity with estimates from the Deparments. If Congress 
gave aii they wished, a reduction would never take place. If 
abuses did exist, and1f Congress was to wait until suggestions 
came from the Departments for correctio, they would wait for 
ever. And having no reasonable right to expect the co-opera- 
tion of the Executive Department of the Government in the re. 
form to which the majority, and the mmiority tao, 91 this House 
were pledged, it wasthe duty of Congress to watch well and 
vigilantly these contingent appropriations; i 


to withhold th 
when they were not demanded by the public service, andwhen 
they had 


reason to know that the liberality of Congress in these 


former day was 
1887 intended it 


matters had been most unjusiifiably abused ; 
was incontrovertible. ~ 

: What would be the effect of striking out all theitents of con- 
tingent appropriation? The genueman from Virginia, pre- 
tended that the Geverament could not ‘progress in its opera- 
tions, and theggentieman from New York {Mr. Fritmore] had 
thrown out the idea that the wholesome action of the Govern- 
ment and the Departments would be impeded. - This result did 
not necessarily folinw. It was not contended that this should 
Dethe end of the bill. Every man knew that contingent appro- 
priations were necessary to some extent; and the proposition 
now was to refer the whole question to the Committee of 
Ways.and Means with instructions to limit and define Execu- 
tive discretion as to these ‘appropriations, to make them specific 
as far as possible, andto reduce them so far as was compatible 
with the welfare of the Government. 

The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Wise] had argued as if 
this were an attack on tie Administration. ` 

[Mr. Wise was understood to say, “the proviso.” ] 

Mr. Gentry resumed. What was the proviso but an effort 
to control and regulate Executive discretion, and to secure the 
transaction of the public business at the cheapest possible rate? 
‘What was it but a proviso similar to that for which the gentle. 
man himself voted in 1839, and for which the whole Whig party 
had hitherto contended? Was there any thing im this which 
wasincompatible with the administration of the Jaws of the 
Government? Surely not. 

But the gentleman had said this was an extraordinary move- 
ment, such as had not before beeg seen. Well, these were ex- 
traordinary times, and there was an extraordinary necessity for 
extraordinary efforts to currect those abuses of which the coun- 
try had been complaining for years, and for the correction of 
which, as he understood, both parties stood pledged; since both 
had acknowledged. the existence of abuses, and both had con- 
ceded the necessity of reform in them, If they were now to 
shrink from the task, as had been done, especially by the House 
of Representatives for years past, they would be guilty ofa de- 
gree of that moral turpitude and political infidelity of which 
the present Executive of the nation had within the last few 
months given us so notable a specimen. 

But he wouldeask the gentleman from Virginia what was 
there different in the condition of the Departments of the Ge- 
verament now, from that which existed when that gentleman 
declared that, with a committee really disposed to examine into 
these Departments and probe their abuses, he could eviscerate 


‘proof of which 


_- facts which would be sufficient to impeach the President and 


every head of every Department of the Government? Had 
things been reformed since then? 

(The CHAIR here interposed, on the ground that the remarks 
of the gentleman were not strictly relevant. | 

Mr. G. proceeded. He was endeavoring to vindicate the party 
of which he was an humble member—of the party which had 
been attackeu yesterday, in the person of the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, who was charged with impro- 
per motives for insisting on this reform, and which, he repeat- 
ed, they were all pledged to carry out, and none more so than 
the gentleman from Virginia himself. The thunder tones of that 
gentleman’s voice had reverberated over the bills and through 
the valleys of the West, and had waxed him (Mr. G.) up in 
1835, and made him—what he had never till then supposed he 
should be—something of a politician; for he felt that the liber- 
ties of his country were in danger. And he regretted now to 


” finda gentleman who stoodin a position in which his services 


might be so eminently effective, setting his face against reform 
in those very abuses. 

Mr. WISE explained. He professed to go for reform now, 
as healways had done. In that respect, he stood now where he 
had always stood. But the question was, whether it was a 
point of reform—the mere question whether a contingent item 
should be put into one bill or another, - He did-not set his face 
against 1eform; on the contrary, he would go as far to effect 
that object as he who went farthest. i 

Mr. GENTRY resumed. He did not intend to do injustice 
to the gentleman. If they were both honestly engaged in the 
pursvitof the same object, and differed in opinion, -he would 
compare opinions with that gentleman, i 

Alter referring to the difficulty which existed of designatirg 
the precise point „at which reform should commmesce, and al. 
luding more particularly to the origioal proposition of Mr. 
Wiss, and to his remarks of yesterday, (which led to brief ex- 
planations from Messrs. Wiss dnd FILMORE, ) Mr. G. procced- 
ed to remark, that he was in favor of the proposition which the 
genueman from Virginia had introduced for the establishment 
of a Government press, and the separation of the patronage of 
the Government from the newspaper press of the county. 
But, to secure action upon it, let them strike out every item 
of contingent appropriations, and refer the whoe ques- 
tion to the Committee of Ways and Means, with suck 
instructions as the gentleman from Virginia might draw up 
‘jn relation to the total divorce of the patronage of the Govern- 
ment from the newspaper pressof the country. This would 
be inexecution of a Whig principle; it would be in execution 
of a great fundamental principle of reform. It was, he (Mr. 
G.) believed, the only corrective which could be applied to an 
evil which threatened to subvert the liherties of the country—an 
evil which had subverted the independence and purity of the 
American political press; anevil by means of which the pre- 
sent Administration had brought to its support a score of presses 
of both political parties—papers which had been violent in the 
condemnation of the men and measures of the party, but whose 
denunciations had suddenly ceased. b 

Mr. WISE here intimated that he would with pleasure accept 
the proposition of the geatleman from Tennessee, (Mr.Genrtry. ] 

He (Mr. W.) was wiiling to strike out all the conungent items, 
and to refer the subject to Committee of Ways and Means, 
withinstructions to inquire now, and to what amount, they 
could be reduced; and he was willing lo raise a select committee 
to inquire what was the best mode of separating “he patronage 
of the Government from the political press. Á 
Mc. GENTRY thanked the gentleman for the deciaration. 
That was ati that he (Me. G.) had contended for, and all that he 


a.) 
wanted. 


He frankly confessed Lhat he had entertained an ap- 
prehension that the gentleman froin Virginia, from the manner 
in which he had.urged his proposition, had thought that a cer- 
tain portion, a large portion of the Whig party here, swayed 
py the reason thata large portion of the patronage of. this 
branch of the Government had been conferred on a Whig 
press, (which was doubtlessa favorite with most of the Whig 
party,) would shrink from the high duty of enforcing a separa- 
tion. The gentleman had said he did not suspect it was 80, 
and he (Mr. G.) was glad to hear it. He believed the Whig 


CONGRESSIONAL ‘GLOBE. 


party to be.sincere in its desires to carry out the great priaci- 
ples of reform which they tad professed, and he would not 
doubt the fact until the record should establish it. Let the 
gentleman bring forward his measure, and he (Mr. G.) would 
go With bim—and if it jaited, let the respensibility rest where 
it should. ae: 


One declaration the gentleman had made of a most startling: 


character, In his remarks of yesterday, as they appeared in 
the “Intelligencer,” he was repurtéd to have said: 

“He accused Mr. Frntarone of having seized onthe pretext 
‘of the application of a part of the contingent fund to strike at 
the Madisonian, and thus deprive the Executive of what had 
always been enjoyed: under every previous Administration— 
the advantage of having a public,press at the seat of Govern- 
ment to speak in his behalf, while other presses expressed the 
Views of the Oppcsition. If this course was to be sanctioned 
by the majority, and pursued for party ends, then the: friends 
ofthe President must fall back on the true principles of re- 
form, and, depriving the presses on both sides of ‘all Govern- 
ment patronage. provide for doing the public printing at Go- 
vernment expense.”? 

Mr. G. heped that the gentleman had done injustice to the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, in atuibuting 
to hima motive so narrow; but there was in the remarks 
something of greater importance than any connected wijh the 
motives of that gentleman. 

The gentleman from Virginia said: ` 

“He accused Mr. FILLMORE of having seized on the pretext 
of the application ofa part of the conungent fund to strike at 
the Madisondan, and thus deprive the Executive of what had 
always been enjoyed under every previous Administration—~ 
the advantage of having a public press at the seat of Govern: 
ment to.speak in his behalf, while other presses. expressed the 
views of the Opposition,” 

The geneman spoke complainingly, as it seened to him, 
(Mr. G.) and then he added: 

‘Tf this course was to be sanctioned by the majority, and 
pursued for party ends, then the friendsof the President must 
fali back on the true principles of reform.” 

He (Mr. G.) hoped that the report did injustice to the gentle- 
man, and that he would disclaim the inference fairly deducible 
from his remarks, that, provided things were left as they now 
were, and the patronage of the Goveramen: was permitted to 
be lavished on the “‘Madisonian,” he {Mr, Wise] was content; 
but that if this was not done,if the proviso was not stricken 
out, then he would fall back on the true principles of reform, 
to wit: the separation of the patronage of the Government 
from the political prees. 

Mr. WISE explained. We had not seen the report before it 
was published, and he was not responsible for it. It was gene- 
rally correct; but nothing had been said by bim which could 
justify the strong inference of the gentleman from Tennessee. 
He, Wir. W. put bis motion on no contingency; he went Jor the 
reform for its own sake. 

Mr. GENTRY resumed. If he had misapprehended the 
import of the remarks, he was glad to be assured of the fact. 
"I here was, however, one other point made by the gentleman 
which had attracted his, Mr. G.’s attention at the time, and 
which, probably more than any thing else, inspired him witha 
wish to address the committee last evening. It was that part 
in which the gentleman referred to a supposed intimation on 
the part of the chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
ìn conjunction with the Whig party, to withhold supplies from 
this Government. 

In that connection the gentleman was reported to have said: 

“True, the geneman from New York had very fairly and 
openly protested against sucha course; but there had been at 
the same moment a leer ofhis eye, a h ni toward his party 
friends, in which it was impossible Mr. W. could have been 
deceived. The gentleman ploughed one way aud looked an- 
other. . If that was tobe the policy, then he said to the gentle- 
man and his friends, ‘Go iu! go it, and I shall be thanktut to 
you.’ All he would say for the Admioistration was, that it 
would attempt to do ils duty; aluhough surrounded by obstacles 
such as Administrauon never had to encounter before, it 
would go on and recommend suitable measures and advocate: 
them on proper grounds; if it could not give the country 
good MEASURES, it would at least endeavor to secure goud 
ISSUES.” 

The last sentence, Mr. G. said, was a very pregnant one, 
and most ungrateful, as it seemed to him, coming from one 
who stoodin the attitude of that gentleman towards this Admi» 
nistration. F A 

The CHAIRMAN again interposed to a point of irreleyancy, 
and hoped the gentleman would confine himself to the ques- 
tion before the committee. 

Mr, GENTRY submited to the Chair that he had a right to 
repel for himself, and in behalf of the genileman from New 
York, (Mr. Prrpmors,} the imputation that had been cast upon 
him. Thatimputation, coming from such a quarter, was most 
unkind and ungrateful. , a , 

What would have been the condition of this Administration, 
if the suggestions, the advice, and the policy of its “peculiar? 
friends had been adhered to? 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The gentleman is not in order. 

Mr. HOLMES hoped the gentleman would be allowed to 
proceed, The subject was one in which all felt a deep interest, 
and he understoog,the geutleman assimply replying te remarks 
made yesterday m committee by the geutleman from Virginia, 
{Mr. Wisk ] : 

The CHAIRMAN decided that ths gentleman from Tennes- 
see was out of order. The committee could overrule the deci- 
sion if they thought proper soto do. The Chair did not an- 
derstand the gentleman from Virginia as impeactung the motives 
of the gentleman from New York or 93 his party. 

Mr, GENTRY resumed. He had been anxious io recur to 
a few facts to show that the Whig pariy had done aii that pa- 
triotism and the most lofty maguanimity could do, in order to 
furnish to this Administration means to carry on the Govern- 
ent; that that party had marched up boidly to all the respon- 
sibility which duty and patriotism imposed, under circum- 
stances in which few would have done it, and where the head of 
the Administration had done that which the party had regarded 
asan act of moral perfidy. j 

The CHAIR, (with emphasis.) 
order. 

Mr. GENTRY. I was about to show that the party had 
marched up to the responsibility, not only of voting through 
the. House a tax bill, (always a high and delicate duty,) in order 
to supply the waysand means to an Administration which had 
proved recreant to its party, as they thought, but that they had 


The gentleman js not in 


also undertaken the additional: responsibility: of voting a Loan 
bill, in order sti further to supply is with: means 2 That-was 
a ae extra sessiob: `At'the present session, what has that party. 
one : Che g cfm as ae 
The‘CHAIR again interposed to. order: BER 
Mr. W. W-IRWIN and Mr. HOLMES expressed the hope 
that Mr. G would be allowed to proceed: >, 3 
Mr. GENTRY. ‘1 was merely referring to. a few historical, 


` fasts; with a-view—— > if 


_ The CHAIRMAN said: the Chair decides that the gentlemar. 
is out of order. $ p ETE E A te TN 

Mr. GENTRY appeateà -from the decision, -on-the-ground 
that he had a right to reply to the remarka of the gentleman, 


‘from Virginia. 


‘And the question, “Shalt. the decision of the Chair stand as 
the judgment of the Committee?’ was taken and decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 80, noes 66. TREE 

So the decision of the Chair was affirmed, =.. 

The CHAIRMAN. The geneman from -Tennessee will 
please to proceed in order. : sea nes 

Mr. GENTRY, professing his warm advocacy of the rules of 
order, and adverting to his habitual observance of them, said 
that he did notintend to say any thing outof order, or any thi 
that was discourteous or indecorous. He had merely desir 
(he was understood to say, though in this part:imperfectly 
heard) to contrast the course of the Whigs in this House wit 
the course of the peculiar friends of the present Administration, 
as illustrated on the Tax bill, the Loan bill, the bill for the re- 
lief of the Post Office Department, and, at the present session, 
on the Treasury note bill, And he had intended to. have.in- 
quired of his friend from Virginia [Mr. Wise] what would have 
been the condition of this Administration if ithad relied on such 
counsellors as himself, {Mr. W.} This he had intended tosay,: 
but wassorry that he had not been permitted to say it, {Roars 
of laughter, and cries of “neatly done.”} He protested against 
the interposition of the Chairman, though he did not doubt that 
it was actuated by the best of motives; and he protested against 
me decision of the committee as an infringement of the right of 

ebate. : 

He was glad, however, that the gentleman from Virginia had 
expressed a willingness, in the course of the debate, to strike 
the contingent items from this bill. He (Mr. G.) hoped this 
would be done by common acquiescence, without further strug: 
gle; and that the subject would be referred to the Committee 
of Ways and Means, with such instructious as the House might 
choose to vote, or toa select committee. He wouldnot stickle 
about that. i : 

It was impossible, he knew, to avoid. the necessity of contin- 
gent appropriations to some extent; buthe believed there was 
no necessity for any thing like the amount appropriated by this 
bill. Since the year 1820, the amount had swelled to an extent 
that was positively astounding, and which nothing but extrava- 
gasae and corruption could account for. ae s ‘ 

In the year 1823 the contingent appropriations amounted 
to $384,615. In the year 1827, to $529,365. And. in the 
year 1842 the amount was $1,116,308; or more than one» 
eerendh of the whole amount proposed to be appropriated by 
this bill. . 

There must be something wrong in this; and the necessity 
for reform was obvious and paramount. i 

Mr. CUSHING addressed the Chairman; but yielded. the 
floor for a moment to— Cay: : 4 

Mr. WISE, who said as the gentleman from Tennessee 
(Mr. Caruruens] had intimated his intention to move to 
strike out all the items for contingencies, he would withdraw 
hisamendment if the gentleman would. move to strike out this 
whole item. . 

Mr. CARUTHERS said he would then move to strike ont 
the whole clause. : ; 

But before any change was. made in the question— : 
Mr. CUSHING said the gentlemen were anticipating him. He 


ould— : 

Mr. EVERETT requested the gentleman from Massathusetts 
(Mr. Cusine) to allow him to give notice of a motion he in- 
tended to make. He should move, inthe end, to strike out one- 
half of the contingent appropriations, leaving one-half, which 
would be a sufficient guarantee to carry on the public service 
until the other bill 1s reported. 

Mr. CUSHING said there did not appear to be a distinct and 
unanimous understanding as to the true course to be parsued in 
this matter. If such a course could be pointed out, he was will- 
ing to co operate init, He had no wish to go into party disqui- 
sitions or controversies on this question of business; if it was 
ia order, he should not. Itdid not seem to be remembered by 
gentlemen that the question whether this bill should pass—whe- 
ther the necessary supplies should be made to Government-—~ 
whether the Loan bih should pi instead of fixing a question ` 
of responsibilty on the peculiar frieads or the peculiar enemies 
of the President of the United States, instead of its being a party 
question, was a question whether the Representatives of the 
people of the United States were recreant to the Constitution of 
the United States. ` 

Mr. GENTRY desired to know whether these general remarks 
were in order. : : 

The CHAIRMAN said he could not see their relevancy. He 
hoped the genidleman from Massachusetts would confine his re- 
marks to the question now before the committee. 

Mr. CUSHING said he did not wish to violate any rules of 
order ia this matter. They were now, he continued, on the 1&th 
clause of a bill having 200 sections. It was now the lO0th.of 
March. The delay of the General Appropriation bill was the. 
delay of -he general service of the country; and the delay of this: 
bijtaiso delayed other important bills, which were-to be acted 
on when they could reachthem. If, by concurring in any par- 
ticular course, he could remove this delay—ifhe knew of any: 
way in which he could contribute to a result on this bill, he wag 
wilirg to take that course. He considered ail other views pre~ 
sented here so secondary to the great object of a result, that he 
was wiliing to concede all other questions to the attainment of 
ins object. It might be a vast discovery in. finance-- an im- 
mense reform—to divide the appropriation bill into two dills— 
cne for the salaries of the civil and diplomatic functionaries, 
and the otber for their contingencies. If there were gentlemen. 
who supposed this would be an immense public good, he was 

ziii incide in it. ` i 
x E sonileman from ‘Tennessee [Mr. GENTRY] and the gen- 
tlemanfrom Virginia [Mr. Wise] had expressed a readiness 
to concur, so far as. they were concerned. by accepting the mo- 
tion of the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. CanoTnurs] near 
him, and to strike out these contingent appropriations. Ifthe 
House were determined to adopt this course, he had no objec: 


& 


toks: “They camehere;-and the very, first. act of the'session 
wasto pass @ bill for their own pay anu: contingencies; and 
they then ‘took. up another pill, aad turned aside to discuss 
every. question, totally irrelevant to the merits of the bill, that 
sprung up on itsvariousitems, : i N 

-< There-wasia great question on thisamendment whether the 
Executive should have the power of giving patronage to the 
pablic presa,.: The House, whilst exhibiting this intense ‘zeal to 
deprive-the Executive of the press-friendiy to him, had not 
geen'fit to deprive itself ofa newspaper organ, He desired, as 
he concurred with the gentleman from Virginia .[Mr. Wiss] 
that if any thing was done. it should cover the whole ques- 
tions So he desired, if any thing’ was done in regard to. these 
‘contingencies, it should cover their own as well as those of the 
Executive, .Itseemed to be imagined that they might deprive 
the Government of all incidental influence:on the conduct and 
opinions of the. people, and leave it without any influence to 
carry onits affairs. .If this was done, thereremained no. alter- 
native but: force} andit had too often happened that an anarchy 
of the Government had arisen from the conflicts between the 
different departments of Gavernment. 

He was ready to abstain from the discussion of any of the 
goneral questions:that might be started in this debate, provided 
a majority of this House were ready to adopt any of those 
means by which this bill might be expedited; and in expediting 
it; these ‘necessary appropriations might be made for the sala- 
ries of the public officers, and Congress might then provide 
suppliesto enable Government to withdraw its protested notes 
from the market, and relieve itself from the ignominious atti. 
tude of: a Government professing to be free, but which, owing 
to thege.causes, is incompetent to pass a bill to provide for the 
payment of the: salaries of ita. officers and the relief of the 
Treasury. ‘He proposed, therefore, to the geneman from Ten- 
nessee, that if the committee were disposed to strike out this 
single contingent item, they should strike out the contingencies 
throughout the, whole bill; with the understanding that a select 
committee should be raised to consider the best mode of doing 
the public printing, and the subject of these contingencies re- 
ported from the Committee of Ways and Means 

Mr. GIDDINGS concurred with gentlemen that a vast saving 
might be made in these contingencies, and he was ready to co- 
operate heart and hand in this object. His object in addressing 
the committee was to call attention to some smallitems charged 
in the, contingent expenses of the State Department during the 
tast Congress. ` At the 1@3d page of the Blue Book, under the 
head-of “Miscellaneous,” the State Department had charged to 
the general fund of Government two or three items for pay for 
advertising compensation for slaves. He wished to inquire of 
the Chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means ifhe could 
explain this item. Fi 

Mr. FILLMORE inquired if there was any date to the item? 

Mr. GIDDINGS repiied there was not. 

Mr. {FILLMORE said he had no knowledge of it. The 
Blue Book was not before the cominittee when they reported 
this bill, 

Mr. GIDDINGS said he intended to offer an amendment to 
this L5th item. He would move a provise to be added to the 
clause of the bill asit now stood. 

The CHAIRMAN said two amendments were now pend- 
ins, and the amendment of the gentleman would not now be in 

rder > 5 

Cries of read it, read it.) i 

Mr. GIDDINGS said the remarks which he intended to offer 
would be in order on this clause. 

He would beg the indulgence of the commitice while he 
should make, so-far as he could, to the committee, an analysis 
ofan argument he should carry outon paper, On having his 
attention drawn to this iten, he had called at the State Depart. 
ment, and made inquiry about it, when he had been. informed 
that it was for advertisements giving notice to owners of slaves 
on board the Comet and Encomium that the compensation for 
them had been received froin the British Government at the 
State Department, g s 

Mr. TRIPLETT rose to a question of order. There was no 
proposition in the present bill to appropriate one solitary cent 
for (he object stated by the gentleman from Oaio, and therefore 
jt was not in order now to debate an appropriation that had been 
passed. some two or three years ago, 

The CHAIRMAN said the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. 
Canuraers] had moved to strike out all the contingent appro- 
priations except $500 for the State Department, ‘Fhe Chair 
understood that any examination of the contingent expenses of 

he State Department, prevent or past, witha view toa bearing 
on this question, would be in order. 

Mr. GIDDINGS continued. KR was not his object to go into 
an angry discussion here, but to give his views in an amicable 
debate, It became necessary that he should go back, for he 
charged this appropriation as beinga violation of the funda- 
mental spiricof the Constitution itself as understood at the 
time of its adoption by the different States in the tormaiion of 
this Federal Government. And, for the purpose of making 
himself understood, it became necessary to looi back at the 
circumstance of the diferent States at Une time of the forma- 
tion of the Constitution——at how 1 arent States stood in re 
lation to each other, and what were the diferent vi 
tained on the subject of slavery. He btieliy glanced at the 
measures that had then been takon by Massach , New 
Your. Pennsylvania, and Vermont, severally, in relation to the 
emancipation of theirslaves; when 

Tne CHAIRMAN suggested that this course of 
the circamstances of the formation of tha Consi 
United States could not be in orde: i 

[Cries of ‘Lethim go on V? “No, no} i 

A conversation here arose between Messre. WILLIAM BUT- 
LER, SPRIGG, and the CHAIRMAN, onthe potof order; 


ows enter: 


ution of the 


when 

The CIIAIRMAN decided that the gentleman frem Ohio{Mr. 
Ghovrnes} was notin order in bis course of remark. 

Mr. MALLORY objected to his proceeding, 

Mr. WILLIAM BUTLER called for the genteman to take 
his szat, asking if he could proceed without the consent of the 


House. 

The CHAIRMAN decided that the gentleman might proceed 
in his remarks tn order 

After a momentary conversation on the point of order by 
Messrs: WM. BUTLER and L. W. ANDREWS— 

Mr. GIDDINGS resumed. He held that to take the funds of 
the nation to appropriate, in any respect, to aid in the recap- 
ture of fugitive slaves, is unconstitutional; and he assigned as 
his yeisons that this subject was never delegated by the several 
Biates-io the General Government, E 


Mr. HABERSHAM called the gentleman to'order on the 
ground o irrelevancy, ~ < 00o. wenn 

The CHAIRMAN said that in objecting to any item, a gentle- 
man might state his.reasons. The gentleman from Ohio had 
objected to this item relative to slaves, because there was no 
constitutional power 10 appropriate for this object, and- the 
chairman decided that the gentleman was in order. 
° Mr. HABERSHAM appealed from the decision of the Chair; 
but withdrew hisappéal. =-=- -> i 

Mr. GIDDINGS said he was stating that the several States of 
this Union had never consented to grant any. power to the Fe. 
deral Government by which it was to maintain, support, or 
abolish slavery in any State—by which it was to support it by 
the appropriation of one dollar, He was proceeding to illus- 
trate this position by reference to the Staté of South Carolina, 


when— m 

Mr: TRIPLETT called the gentleman to order; and explain- 
ed from the Blue Book with reference to this item, which was 
ina former appropriation bill. 

The CHAIRMAN decided that the gentleman from Ohio was 
in order. 

Mr. ‘LURNEY appealed from the decision of the Chair. 
The only point he desired to mention was, that the gentleman 
from Ohio made a false statement of fact, under color of which 
he mighg discuss the question of slavery, which was not before 
the House. The decision of the Chair-was therefore incorrect, 
and he appealed from it. 

Mr. PROFFIT expressed the opinion that the gentleman was 
in order, and should be allowed to proceed. He considered his 
remarks only asa peculiar attack on the Administration from 
a peculiar portion of the Opposition. 

Mr. GORDON contended that the gendeman from Ohio had 
no right to charge the Secretary of State with a design to make 
an unconstitutional application of the public money, for the 
purpose of making an Abolition speech on it. - 

Mr. HOLMES concurred with the Chair, that the gentleman 
had aright to give, ashis reasons for voting to strike out a 
contingent appropriation, that the money might be applied ina 
certain way. He now, however, rose toa point of order, that 
he deensed conclusive. The gentleman predicated his argu- 
ment, according to his own assertiun, upenan application by 
the Secretary of State ofa certain sum of money for advertis- 
ing to claimants who were entitled to the indemnity awarded 
for the slaves that had been taken from them by tbe British Go- 
yernment, undera treaty. The gentleman contended, and the 
Chairdecided, that he hada right to proceed, because he was 
objecting to the unconstitutionality ofthe expenditure, That, 
sald Mr. H. is not the true question. The question was, whe- 
thor the gentleman, while an appropriation bill was under con- 
sideration, hada right to discuss the constitutionality of a treaty; 
for if the treaty was correct, the expenditure followed as a na- 
tural consequence of it. 

After some remarks from Messrs. CHAPMAN, GIDDINGS, 
WIESE and CUSHING, 

Mr. BLACK said he had no doubt but it was che intention of 
the gentleman from Ohio to go intoan argument to traduce the 
institutions of the South, 

The CHAIR. called Mr. B. to order. 

Mr. BLACK rose to ask this question: H-the House should 
permit the gentleman from Ohio to go on to make an Abolition 
speech on this question, would it then be permitted to the gen- 
tlemen from the South to answer him? ~ 

The CHAIR hadno doubt but it would. 

Mr. BLACK. expressed himself satisfied, and he would avai) 
himself of the privilege. 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia rose and made some remarks, 
which were inaudible, from the repeated calls to order that 
were made. fle was understood to ask permission to read 
something he held in his hand. {Loud cries of order, ovder.] 
Mr. C. wished to remark that the course that was pursucd here 
and in many parisof the country, was most deleterious to the 
best interests of the country. ‘Yo show the extent ofthe injury 
that was inflicted, he was going to read three or four lines only 
ofa communication received from agentieman who was one of 
the loading citizens of Georgia~one who was not a Democrat, 
not a Van Buren man, but one of the leading men of the Site. 
rj] Mr. C. then read as follaws: “With. 
ion, our whole coun: 


: the first blow.’ This, Mr. C. 
said, was from af nian. j 

The question was then taken on the appeal, and the decision 
ofthe Chair was sustained—ayes 75, noes 41. 

No quorum vating— 

Mr. FILLMORE appealed to his 
is amendment, and suff 
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After a further explanation of the CHAIRMAN, in 
an inquiry of Mr Gropincs, as to the scone of ar 
jn order to make— 


ject was to perform a taty which 
n thousand citizens ef the 


ject. J 
tion of this k 
and, while t 


ind. 
is House refused to receive them, or to hear their 
Representative, he had now discharged his duty to them: It 
wasin performance of that duty that he had risen. He was 
mistaken in the Lex Parliamentarta which governed this 


They had sent their petitions here against it, 


I 


Seen aT E a 


House. He had supposed that. they who were solemnly called 


_ here utider oath to give their votes might assign their reasons 
| for the unconstitutionality of measures. 


Inasmuch ashe was 
mistaken in it, and, and as he had. discharged his duty inat- 
tempting to present the ‘views of the petitioners and his own, 
protesting against this decision, he resumed his seat. 

Mr. WISE said, on the condition that the gentleman from 
Tennessee [Mr. CaruTHEss] would move to strike out this 
whole contingent item, he would withdraw his amendment for 
the present. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
draw hisamendment? 7 a 

Mr. WISE. If the gentléman from Tennessee moves to strike 
out the whole glause: otherwise, he did not. 

The CHAIRMAN repeated the interrogatory; and— 

Mr. WISE said he did withdraw his amendment i 

Mr, CARUTHERS immediately rose to move to strike out 
the whole item; but 

The CHAIRMAN gave the floor to i 

Mr. EVERETT, (who simultaneously with Mr. C. addressed 
the Chair.) . 

A conversation arose as to the respective rights of the two. 
gentlemen to the floor, ix which Messrs. WISE, GILMER, 
EVERETT, and the CHAIRMAN ing aa : 

‘The CIIATRMAN decided that Mr. Evererr was entitled to 
the (lsor. > 

Mr. GILMER appealed from this decisien, 

And theappeal was debated by Messrs. GILMER, ARNOLD, 
(in inquiry,) CARUTHERS, WISE, and EVERETT. 

Mr. E. surrendered his right to the floor. 

And thus the appeal was settled. . 

Mr. CARUTHERS then moved to strike out the whole of this 
(the 15th) item, and the proviso thereto annexed, 

[Cries of “Question, question.” } i 


Mr. CARUTHERS said he was opposed to striking out this 
proviso if the contingent appropriations were (0 remain, but he 
wanted the sense of the committee whether they would strike 
cut the whole of the contingent appropriations or not. Ife was 
opposed to any contingent fund on this appropriation bill, and 
desired that they should have no items inciuded in it not directly 
designated by Gxistinglaws. We held that specific estimates 
shoukl be made for these contingencies. If they could not make 
specific estimates for the wants of the Departments, they should 
not have appropriations atall. They could give the details of 
most, if not all, the necessary expensés from past experience. 
Suppose the precise amount of conungent expenses for foreign 
relations could not be specified, they could specify the sum for 
printing and most other items, Let there be a smaller corrup- 
tion fund for these contingencies, which were undefined, and 
let them be embraced in another bill, so as not to delay this 
whole appropriation bill, on whick the machinery of Govern- 

nent depends, until they talked and quarrelled, week after 
week, on the subject of these contingent expenses. He had 
objections to this, because, in this general appropriation bill, 
items to which objections were made were connected with other 
appropriations which met their approbation, and were thus 
dragecd through. Let them be placed in a separate bill. Here 
was one million of appropriations in this bill that no member 
could tell his constituents to what purpose it was to be applied. 
To all these purposes ofabuse it might be applied, and it was 
their duty to guard against these abuses. He desired the com- 
mittee teshow them to what purposes this contingent fund was 
to be appiied, and should in every instance vote to strike out all 
the contingencies from this bill. . 


Mr, CHARLES BROWN said, if it was understood that the 
whole appropriation for contingent expenses was to he struck 
oui of the general appropriation bill, and to be provided for in 
a separate bill, without further debate, he wouid postpone what 
he had to say in relation to ‘these contingencies until that bil 
should be before them. He had a word or two to say, how- 
ever, now, in reply to what had falien from several gentlemen 
inregard to the interminable debates and delays that had thug 
far retarded the passage of the bill under consideration. Who 
was it that had caused the delay? He wished the House agd 
the country to understand that those with whem heacted—the 
Democratic party~had no part ofthe biame. Butone of them 
had spoken on the subject, and that one but for a few minutes 
All the wranglings, debates, and motions, had come from the 
Whig party; und ifthey wished really to expedite the public 
business, they could easily and readily doit, The Democratic 
members had noi and would not offer any factious opposition 


Does the gentleman from. Virginia with- 


to any measure. ‘They would rather vore for reforms than talk 
abou! them, 
He hi word to say on another subject. He had heard, 


again again, charges mace against the different Executive 
Departments for a wasteful expenditure of the public money for 
newspapers, pictures, and other unnecessary articles. All this, 
he said, ought to be stopped. But who were they (the members 
ef the Ifouse,) that thus act themselyes up to pass sentence of 
condemaation on others, Were they not the agents of the peo- 
ple, standing in relation te the people, the same asthe Presi- 
and every other officer, high or low, in any department of 
the Government? Were netall the agents of the people, 

} nts? arhad they seen? and what was 
Letihem look at the items charged to the con- 
ent. expenses of Congress. Wad they not bought pictures to 
these halis? were not the members of the House 
ves receiving “Lecies* Books,” “Brother Jonathans,” 
s of America.” and all sorts ef newspapers and literary 
works? Ay, and “pict: oks,” foo, for their own private 
use, at the publ lie called on the House to purify 
hisclf before iit negat those who lived at the other end 
of the avenue, or began the purification of the other depart. 
menis. If th nbers of the House required their hack hire 
i af the public Treasury, and their towels to be 
t ubue charge, which had been referred. to, why 
tihe other agents of the people be allowed the same pri- 
I: was certainjy as necessary for the Executive offie 
ners to travel quickly, and to have clean hands, as for members. 
But, he said, it was al} wrong—wrong in the members of the 
House, and wrong in the other officers of the Government, to 
waste the public money in this way; and ke trusted a stop 
would be putto itall, and that these contingent fonds of the House, 
and of all the other Departments, would be closely examined, 
and be made the subject of specific appropriations, Why 
could not this be done? Could not the printisg of the laws be 
regulated, and specifically provided for? Could not the sta- 
tisnery, the fuel, &c. be all estimated and provided for also? 
He apprehended that there would be but little difficulty in spe- 
cifically providing for all, or nearly al}, the expenditures that 


ought to be allowed; and then but little, if any, contingent fund, 
would be required any where. i i 
“In regard tothe public printing, about which so mich had 
been said, he thought i: ought to be better regulated than it 
now isand less of it done. His impressions were in favor of 
having a public printer to do all the printing for the Govern- 
mentthat was necessary tobe doneat the seat of Governinent; 
one who would do the public printing the cheapest and best: 
But, said he, why should we charge upon the executive de- 

partments, heretofore or now, as had been done again aba 
again in the course of the debate, as a crime, that they have 
employed political presses, and have thus attempted to buy 
support with their patronage? What has Congress done?—this 
House and the Senate? Have they not always given their 
printing to the polical press? and do they not now give it to 
their own partisan presses? Then why all this clamor on the 
subject? If those who have the majority in this House and 
the other, are really honest in their indignation against the 
abuses that are said to have grown out of the patronage at the 
other end of the avenue, let us take care to remove the evil 

„from ourown doors before we go to the other end of the avenue 
to remove it thence. Ifa public printer could not now be had, 
he said, who could do the work as it ought to be done, he would 
haveit done by contract. He would issue proposals, and give 
it to the best bidder—to the one who would do 1t cheapest and 
best—no matter where he lived, whether in New York, Phila- 
delphia, Baltimore, or Washington. For one, he wanted to see 
the work of reform and retrenchment thoroughly done. Nota 
little here and there, merely to make a show of reform, or to 
gratify some.personal or political disappointment or friendship, 
or to catch popular applause, but such a reform as would be 
feltas a good by the whole country, and command its respect 
and lasting approbation, 

Mr. EVERETT said he was opposed to the amendment of 
the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr, Canuruers} and on this 
ground: there were some contingencies which, for the present 
at least, and till a reform could be perfected, were necessary; 
and he was not willing to take the responsibility of the confusion 
which a refusal to make the necessary appropriations mustin- 
evitably produce. If others were, Jet them take it on theirown 
shoulders. Mr. E. was not will it should rest on his. He 
was iaformed that a great reform: might be effected in these 
contingent expenses, and he was desirous it should take place: 
but there was not time now tocomplete that reform in a 
judicious manner. Yie had prepared an amendment which he 

elieved would be in order, and which, atthe same time it af- 
forded a present supply to meet the necessities of the case, 

would allow proper time to complete such an examination in 
facts as should precedé any conclusive and general legislation. 
Ile proposed to strike out half the coutermplated amount of ap- 
propriation, and afterwards to follow it up by propesitions to 
reduce in the same manner many particular contingent ex- 
penses, though not afl, Whenan item was obviously right and 

proper, lct it remain untouched,but when there was doubt or sus- 
cion apply a similar reduction, Ie took it for granted that no- 
body could dispute that at least halfthe amount asked for was 
necessary. Let this be given them, at prescot; and thengo on 
and reduce further as Circumstances might justify. Ne was 
not willing to embarrass the Administration by refusing, in the 
gross, the most necessary of all supplies. 

Mr. E, concluded by moving to amend the pending clause of 
the bill by striking out $25,00 and inserting $12,600, 

Mr, MCKAY said he wasin favor ofthe amendment ofthe 
gentleman from ‘Tennessee, (Mr. Canursans,] and he would 
give his reasons. He had no wish, more than othor 
gentlemen, to embarrassthe Executive; but to correct abuses 
in the administration of the contingent expenses of Govern- 

ment... Buppose covery connngent : ould 
stricken out ofthe blh wouhi the Government 
fer any embarrassment? How had they got un for years 
‘Che general appropriation bill which ‘contained these contin- 
gent funds seldom passed tiil June or July: was the whole ac- 
tion ofthe Executive Government suspended on that account? 
Notat all. There was great public was and it was high 
time it was looked into. Its ve tf i could 
not be furnisicd for all 
within acontinge 
Why could not suc 
many others of'a. li i s well t £ 
timates as any other portionsof the public expenditure? 
work was at times enormous... In 1837 $10,000 had been ex- 
pended in office furniture for a single Department, These 
contingencies had becna standing subject of debate ever since 
he had been in Cong : infact, many of the speeches on them 
might be stereotyped and would answer j ag well at one 
time as another. This was in truth the chief cause why the 
general appropriation bill was usually so Jong delayed. Strike 
these contingeacies ont and there need be no delay. pto the 
year 1827 there had boen appropriated but one general contin. 
gent fund for the War Deparment; but how wasitnow? Here 
were fourteen separate contingent funds in that one Departe 
mentalone. Must this not afford o on to great waste? Tf 
there were but one{fund andone office 
much cheaper by purchasing largely, and there we 
probabilities of abuse. ‘The gentleman from Virgin 
GILMER] had already adverted to the enormous growth of these 
contingent expenses: they have swelled up from $60,000 to 
$470,000 ir, McK, hore went into a qvetation of several 
items of comungent expenses, particularity for the Judicial 
Department in this District and m the Territories. | In the Dis- 
tristof Columbia the contingent fund of the Jadiciar 
$50,000, while there were but 43,000 people in the Distric: 
more thana dollara man! In the whole State of N 
rolina. these expenses were bat $ ). fA voice, You mean 
$15 000.) No; Lmeanas Isay. $ 500. 

Mr, FILUMORS inquired whether this was in order? 

Mr. McKAY sail he shoakl not go further. He was for 
striking ont all contingenccies, not with a view to or to 
aid the Madisonian, or any other paper, or any bady bat 
to bring the contingent expen of Government under law; 
and this never would be done tila vigoroussiep was taken, 
and the appropriation was withheld tiji the whole matter was 
reformed. 

The question now being called fot- J 

Mr. WISE said he was against the ameniment of Mr. 
Everett, because he feared, if it should prevail, the come 
mittee might then refuse the motion to strike out the whole 
elmse. 


The question was taken by tellers, when the vote stood— 
Ayes 68, noes 66. 
So the commiuce adopted Mr. Byrreti’s amendment, to re- 
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duce the sum. for contingencies in the Departmentof State 
from $25,000 to $12,560. i 

Mr. CUSHING inquired whether it would be order to go 
back and strike out stinilay items if that part of the bill which 
had been gone through with? N 

The CHAIR replicd thatit would not be inorder now, but 
might be done after the whole bill had been gone through. 

The question then recurring on the amendment of Mr, 
Carutuers, to strike’ out the whole contingent fund for 
the Department of State, it was decided in’ the affirmative, 
(the vote having been taken by tellers as before)~aAyes 87, 
noes 54, À : 4 š 

So the whole clause appropriating for the contingent fund of 
the State Department was stricken out. ; 

The next clause of the bill having been-read by the Clerk— 

A motion was made that the committee rise. 

Which motion prevailing, the committee. rose and reported 
‘progress, and the House adjourned, í 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, March 11, 1842. 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a 
communication from the Navy Department, in 
answer toa resolution of the 4th instant, stating 
that a suitable sgent hes been selected to procure 
American water rotted hemp ‘for the use of the na- 
vy, and esuggesting to Congress the propriety of 
additional legislation, for the purpcse of arcom- 
plishing the object designated by the joint resolu- 
tion adopted in September last with reference to 
the subjeet: ordered to lie on the table and be 
printed. : 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition and pa- 
pers of M. M. Quackenboss, and others, late sure- 
ties of Samuel Swartwout, as collector of the port 
of New York, praying Congress to pass a law au- 
thor'zing them to commute with the Government 
their liabilities as sureties: referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Tudiuiary. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he tock pleasure in pre- 
senting totheiScnate two memorials from they and 
country of Philadeiphia, praying Congress to passa 
law to refund to Majer General Ancrew Jack-on 
the fine of $1000 and costs, imposed on bim by 
Judge Hall, in 1815, in ihe court ef Loni-iana, in 
consequence of the responsibility incurred in the 
discharge of bis official duty. And Mr. BTURGECN 
also presented two memorials, of like character, 
from the city aod county of Philadelphia, Ponnsyl- 
vania; all which were referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BUCHANAN ako presented the memorial 
of anumber of manufacturers residing in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvenia, in ch they complain of the gric- 
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Mr. YOUNG submitied a resolntion (which lies 
over) instructing the Sceretary of War to commu- 


-nicate to the Senate the reporto 


Í Jobn 
lead mines: 


‘Mr. BERRIEN, from the-Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported~ back to. the’ Senate; wibaut 
amendment, the bill to authorize a-feport.of she 
proceedings of the Supreme Court of ine: United 
States... —- oe eg, : Bo ages 

The adverse report of the Committeeon:Revola- 
tionary Claims in the case: of the-heirs of “Thomas 
West, was taken up, and concurred in by ihe @e- 
nate. . Sah 

Mr. WOODBURY presented a. memorial -from 
ship owners of Portsmouth, New Hampshire, ex- 
pressing their deep interest in the pilot law of 1837, 
now in. force in New York harbor, and praying 
that it may remain unaltered; and he moved tbat 
the memorial be referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. - : : 

Mr. HUNTINGTON said that the subject had 
lately been brought before the Senate in the form of 
a report. $ 

` Mr. WOODBURY inquired if the. report was 
favorable to the law. ee 

Mr. HUNTINGTON replied that it was; nomi- 
nally, fer its repeal. . gts 

Mr. WOODBURY then desired that the memo- 
rial He upon the table until the report should be 
taken up for consideration. : 

The following bills were considered in commit- 
mittee, reported to the Senate, and ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading, + iz: 

The bill for the relief of the heirs cf Jacques 
Bon and Alexander Coleman, and their heirs and 
legal representatives ; 

The bill for the relief of Sebgstian Butcher, and 
the heirs and legal representatives of Bartholomew 
Buteher, Michael Butcher, and Peter Bloom; end 

The bill confirming the claim of the heirs of Jo- 
seph Thompson, senior, deceased, to a traet of land 
in Missouri. A 

On motion of Mr. KING, leave was granted 
Snooks and Purdy to withdraw their papers from 
the files, : 


RETRENCHMENT AND REFORM 
The Senate then took up the resolutions off Mr. 
Cray, to increase the tariff above the maxirrum 
of the Compromise act; to repeal that proyisioh of 
the Distribution act, which requires its oneratfon 
to be suspended if a daty ef more than 20 per echt. 
be demanded to support the Government; to rh- 
trench and to economize the expenses of Govern’ 
ment. : 

To which Mr. Wriaut had proposed amend- * 
rments-—-in favor of practical economy, by abolish- 
ing ureless offices; by lopping off sil unnecessary 
expenses in Congress and all tbe Departments of 
the Government; and by repealing the Distribution 
act, so as to render any increase of the tariff above 
ihe Compromise act, or any new burdens on the 
people, unnecessary. 

Mr. SIMMONS addressed the Senate for about 
two hours, in favor of the resolutions, and in op- 
position of Mr. Wriaur’s amendments. Tle dwelt 
bat slighty on those propositions to which thera 
was unanimous assent; but tock in detail the points 
of argument brought up in reference to thore 
which were considered ss trenchirg upen disputed 
ground, 

. The following is a mere ovtiine of the proposi- 


tions in substance, maintained by Mr. Simmons: 


Toat, with regard to the resolutions under con- 
sideration, passing over those declaratory of general 
principles, two definite and practical objects were 
apparent: 

First, to obtain a competent revenue for Go- 
yernment, and for that purpose to settle the best 
means of raising and collecting that amount of te- 
venue. 

Second, in order to reach the data necessary to 
fix the amount of revenue needed, retrenchment 
and reductions of expenditures must be made, so as 
to ascertain the emount of means requisite for the 
proper exercise of the powers of Government. 

* Phe amendments proposed by the Senator from 
New York, [Mr. Wniaut,] he considered two fold 
in their object: 

First, to express a-decided condemnation of the 
measures and policy of the extra session; and, 


‘Second, to preveni any thing being done in far- 
therarice of those méasures” and that’ pélicy during 
the present sessions «8 neto Tat o Too, 

The ground taken by the mover of these amend- 
ments seemedto him (Mr.-S:): mainiy ‘te be, that 
the restoration of. the land fund: tothe Treasury 
would not-onlyobviate.-all. necessity for an in- 
creased tariff, but ought, after due economy and 
retrenchment, to produce a surplis, and that:the 
distribution of that fund’ was improper, impolitic, 
and unconstitutional, © == cee iy 

He'‘considered the. propriety and policy of. that- 
measure had been fully established by. the Sena- 
tor from Indiana, [Mr. Smrs,] in bis remarks’ the 
other day.. The’ constitutionality be (Mr. Sm- 
Mons) argued at large from the titles of acquisition, 
under which the General Government held the 
public domain. From the nature and intent of 
those titles he deduced the right of national legis- 
lation to dispose of the lands, and, consequently, 
of their proceeds, in the way most desirable. to 
those from whom they were acquired. 

‘With regard to the dependence to be placed by 
Government on the sale of lands for revenue, he 
argued, that in the nature of things it would be an _ 
uncertain and . fluctuating source; failing when 
most needed, and abundant when not wanted. In 
proof of this, he asserted that in times of excited 
prosperity, when commerce would be fill- 
ing the Treasury with revenue from duties; 
the public land sales would be at their maximum 
in consequence of the abundance of means to pur- 
chase; and when commerce would be depressed by 
a reverse, and distress became: general, the reve- 
nue from duties would dwindle down to an insuf- 
ficiency for the supply of the Treasury, and, as a, 
necessary consequence of the prevailing distress 
and scarcity of money, the receipts from public 
lands would become merely nominai, yielding no 
relief whatever to the Treasury. Hence he argued 
that that fund ought never to be relied on for reve- 
nae, and that duties on imports were the only 
source to which the public Treasury should look 
for a sufficient surplus it prosperous times to ba- 
lance deficits in times of distress, and in the pro- 
gress of ordinary business, to obtain a revenue cor- 
responding with the wants of Government. 

He observed that the Senator from New York 
[Mr. Waicut] had complained very much of the 
statement made by the Senator from Kentucky, 
(Mr. Cray,] that the aggregate expenditures of the 
Van Buren administration exceeded one hundred 
and forty millions of dollars, averaging for the 
four years thirty-five millions a year. The Sena- 
tor from New York made his calculation at one 
hundred and eleven millions, giving an average of 
twenty-eight millions. 

He admitted that the Senator’s defence of the 
late Administration was able and ingenious, parti- 
eularly with regard to the average expenditure of 
twenty-eight millions a year. But it remained to 
be seen whether facts justified the Senator’s argu- 
ments or not.. The Senator maintained that the 
highest expenditures were those caused by the sur- 
plus revenue. Now he, (Mr. Simmons,) main- 
tained that it was after the disposal of the surplus 
revenue; and that the very first act of the late 
Administration on coming into power, was to pro- 
vide means— i 

Mr. WRIGHT interposed to correct the Sena- 
tor as to what he had said. It was that the action 
of Congress during the last four years of the pre- 
ceding Administration had been induced by the 
surplus revenue; and if he had iabored to prove 
any thing at all, it was, that during Mr. Van 
Buren’s Administration a reduction from the ex- 
travagant expenditures induced by the surplus 
Tevenue, was continually going on, and had been 
practically efficient, still they came down from 
thirty-one millions to twenty-two and a half mil- 

lions. 


Mr. SIMMONS, in continuation, admitted that | 


the first four years of General Jackson's go- 

vernment were administered with exemplary 

economy, and that it was during the last four 

years his Administration was obnoxious to the 

charge of excessive expenditures. ; 

| Mr. WRIGHT, from his seat, askedwas not the 

extravagant expenditure of the Government during | 
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‘the Jast four years of General Jaekson’s adminis- 


tration the nucleus of the whole charge of. extra- 
gance? : ia ; 

Mr. SIMMONS, after dwelling at considerable 
length on the expenditures of the. last Admi- 


nistration, during which ‘he was occasionally in- 


| terrupted for explanation and correction by Messrs. 


WRIGHT. and. WOODBURY,. proceeded to 


` review the main resolution, that the. tariff should be 


raised to supply a revenue of, twenty-six. millions. 
He argued that to do.this, would-be so far from an 
infraction of the compromise act, that it was now, 
at the expiration of the teh. yeärs, actually called 
for by the spirit and intention of the act, and that it 
was due to the tariff party, the concessions being 
mutual between it and the free-trade party, that a 
just parallel should be drawn between the 
circumstances. in existence at the time of 
the compromise and the circumstances now 
relatively considered. For instance, when the 
Compromise act passed, the expenditures of the 
Government were but fifteen millions; an@judging 
by that ratio, with all allowances for increase of 
population, it was agreed by both parties that 
twenty per cent. at the end of the ten years, on 
the imports of that day, augmented by the esti- 
mated inerease in the ratio it had been advancing, 
would yield ample means for the administration of 
the Government. But such had not been the case; 
and it was now found that a just parallel would 
require thirty per cent. duty, instead of twenty, 
and that would be in.full accordance with the spirit 
and intent of the Compromise act. He further 
argued that the full establishment of the home 
valuation policy, at the end of the ten years, was 
a principal feature of the terms of ‘concession 
made by the tariff party. 

Among other remarks Mr. Simmons stated that 
the Senate called upon the Treasury Department 
last winter for a plan as to the home valuation, 
but obtained in reply only one for foreign valua- 
tion. He further said that Mr. Woopsory, some 
years ago, stated the revenue from customs at 
about eleven millions, when the Register lately re- 
ported them at thirteen; and in several estimates, 
made concerning future expenses, and particu: 
larly receipts, he [Mr. Woopsury] had net guessed 
so near as to make his estimates valuable—the 
real receipts having afterwards come in much 
larger. f 

Mr. S. argued at some length in favor of a pro- 
tective tariff and of home valuation, contending 
that both principles were conceded by the iree trade 
party in yielding to the compromise act. He re- 
plied to some declarations by Mr. Canwoun ata 
previous day, that the principles of home valuation 
were at war with the Constitution, and charged 
that Senator with having voted in favor of an 
amendment introduced by Mr. Cray to the Com- 
promise act, in favor of home valuation. 

Mr. CALHOUN said, he had always been so 
earnestly opposed to the system of home valuation, 
that he was under the impression he had not voted 
for that provision in the bill. He found, however, 
upon referring to the register, that he had voted 
for it, and the considerasion which had induced 
him todo so he also found there. He had been, 
and still was, of the belief that the provision re- 
quiring tbat the violation should take place at each 
port where the articles was shipped, could not be 
carried into practice, because it would be mani- 
festly unequal. He read the declaration which 
he had made when he gave the vote. 

“The question being then about to be taken on 
Mr. Cray’s amendment, 

“Mr. Catnoun remarked that the question 
béing now about to be put onthe amendment of- 
fered by the Senator from Kentucky, it became 
necessary for him to determine whether he should 
vote for or against it. He must be permitted 
again to express his regret that the Senator had 
thought proper to move it. His objection still 
remained strong zgainst it, butas it seemed to be 
admitted, on all hands, that the fate of. the bill 
depended on the fate of the amendment, feeling 
as he did a solicitude to see the question terminated, 
he had made up his mind, not however without 
much hesitation, not to interpose his vole against 
the adoption of the amendment; but in voting for 


it, he wished to be distinctly understood; he did it 
upon two conditions; first, that no valution would 
be:adopted that should come in conflict with the 
provision in the Constitution which declares that 
duties, excises, and imposts shall be uniform, and in 
the next place, that none would be adopted which 
would make the duties themselves a part of the ele- 


` ment of a home valuation. He felt himself justified 


in concluding that none such would be adopted, asit 
had been declared by the supporters of the aménd- 
ment that no such regulations was contemplated; 
and, in fact, he could not imagifie that any such 
could be contemplated, whatever interpretation 
might be attempted hereafter to -be given to the ex- 
pression of the home market. The first could 
scarcely be contemplated, as it would be in viola- 
tion-of ihe Constitution itself; nor the latter; as it 
weuld, by necessary consequence, restoré the very 
duties which it was the object of this bill to reduce, 
and would invoive the glaring absurdity of impos- 
ing duties on duties, taxes on taxes. He wished 
the reporters for the public press to notice particu- 
larly what he said, as he intended his declaration 
to be part of the proceedings.” 

“Believing, then, for the reasors which he bad 
stated, that it was not contemplated that any regu- 
lation of the home valuation should come in con- 
flict with the provisions of the Constitution which 
he had cited, nor involve the absurdity of laying 
taxes upon taxes, he had made up his mind to vote 
in favor of the amendment.” 

The point for which he contended was, that you 
cannot strike an average, or make an artificial 
valuation; and that, consequently, the provisions 
of the bill were altogether impracticable, and there- 
fore inoperative. He would not enter into a con- 
sideration of the proposition for heaping duties 
upon duties. He trusted neither the honorable 
Senator for Kentucky, nor any other, would ven- 
ture to advocate so preposterous a doctrine. 

Mr. CLAY remarked that the Senator from 
South Carolina [Mr. CatHoun] had voted for that 
provision in the Compromise act, which establish- 
ed the system of home valuation. He did so with 
a protest, it is true, but yethe voted for it, and it 
appeared that when he voted for it, it was with the 
expectation that it would not be carried into ef- 
fect. : 

Mr. CALHOUN. That it could not. 

Mr.CLAY. And therefore would not. It was 
frue that the Senator from South Carolina bad 
said that he was opposed to the home valuation, 
and that he persisted in that opposition; and it was 
also true that he (Mr. Cray) had come into the Se- 
nate on the morning on which the vote was taken 
upon the passage of the bill, in doubt whether they 
were to have the vote of the honorable Senator in 
favor of the billornot. The Senator from Virgi- 
nia, [Mr. Rives,] he recollected, had said that 
whatever woukl satisfy his friend from South Ca- 
rolina upon the subject of home valuation would 
satisfy kim also. But that which he (Mr. Cray) 
rose now for the purpose of stating, war—and he 
wished to do it in the most solemn and impressive 
manner—that alihongh he did not attach so much 
importance to that provision as some of his hono- 
rable friends seemed to do, yet he firmly believed 
that the bill never could have been passed without 
the insertion of the clause in question. 

He did not intend to discuss this subject xt pre- 
sent; but he would merely say that it appeared to 
him it must be perfectly manifest that the home 
valuation was altogether indispensable. How 
could they expect, while the valuation tock place 
at Liverpool, at Manchester, and atevery town in 
Europe, where our trade was carried on, that they 
would receive any other than false and fraudulent 
reports? Itshould be done by our own officers, 
and under the supervision of our own laws. It 
would be time enough to discuss the practicability 
of vome valuation when that subject came up in 
the report of the Senator from Virginia, At pre- 
seat he should forbear entering into its considera- 
tion. 

Mr, CALHOUN said he would admit that the 
provizion of home valuation had been made a part 
of the Compromise act, and that he had voted for 
il; bat as regarded that vote, he would merely say 
that he had acted entirely in good faith throughout 


a 


the who! “progress of the measure; and now thatit 
had bees completed, he claimed that the gentlemen 
on the other side should act in the same good faith 
as he had done.” ' oe z 3 

Mr., WOODBURY said he rose, not to answer 
now any.argument offered by the Senator from 
Rhode ‘sland, so far as he had dealt in any of that 
article, but to set him right cn two or three mat- 
ters*of fact personal to himself, (Mr. W.) On the 
question of the home valuation, the report referred 
to. was.made last February, and the Senate would 
see by it;now in his hand, that instead of being 
confined,jo the foreign value, as the member from 
Rhode Island had asserted, it proposed two modes 
of ascertaining the home valuation. One was to 
consider, all the appraisers near, and adjust the ad- 
dition to. be made from lime to time on various 
articles, and another was, after careful inquiry, to 
fix a rate per cent. to be added for the home valu- 
ation. | ; 

Thus much for that complaint. The report was 
satisfactory at the time, and, as appears on its face, 
had-beed prepared by the Comptroller, who had 
acted’ as‘Commmi-sioner of the Customs since 1792; 
and the incumbent was so capable an officer last 
February, that.the present Administration had re- 
tained him in-office. 

‘The next charge wa? that, in an exhibit of the 
receipts from customs in 1837, they are stated to 
be eleven millions and a fraction, while lately, in a 
schedule’from the Register, they appear to have | 
been ‘ikirieen millions and a fraction. Now let || 
me inform that gentleman both of these statements 
came from the Register. He keeps the borks on 
this subject, and not the Secretary. He furnishes 
the data; and if any real mistake has occurred, it 
is presumed to have origina'ed with him. Thein- 

` eumbent at both periods is also another cfficer re- 
tained by the present Administration. li 

Bat it is probable, that there is no mistake what- 
ever, as the first statemént may have been fuar- |i 
nished by him ‘without including the receipts of | 
duties in Treasury notes, because made out before 
they were carried on the books, or covering war- 
rants for them had been prepared, and the last 
statement afterwards. Tais might make quite the 
difference, as it appears on the very next page in 
the first report, that the amount of Treasury notes 
so received in 1838, and not then entered up, was | 
between two and three millions. I: makes ne dif-. |j 
ference at the end of two or three years, | 

The last grievance attempted to be traced to me, 
is, that Ihave offered certain data for retrenchment 
and economy. This seems to be the greatest of- 
fence of all; because, if confidence be placed in 
those daia, the tariff will not be raised, and that 
gentleman and his manu ‘acturing friends will get 
no higher protection. 

Hence my data are assailed in the gress, and 
without the examination of a single item; and the 
reason alleged for it is, that on some former ceca- 
sions my estimates of fuero reciepts and expences 
have been overreached by unexpecied additions |; 
made by Congress to the expenses, and by unex- | 
pected expansions by banks and unparalleled spe- 
culations in lands and trade—inereasing the 
nue beyond any former limits. J 4 

This must be a most potent argument. It is not 
made against similar estimates now offered, bat | 
against mere suggestions for retrenchment based | 
on particular items extracted from the official re- 
ports and expenses of his own administration! But | 
whata crime it was in me formerly to think ead | 
to estimate to Congress, that twenty millions of ij 
expenditures annually were enough—when Conr- 
gress thought they ought to be higher, and accord- 
ingly swelied them higher! Which was right? i 

Before the last election the Senator and his 
friends said the expenses were swellen toc high— | 
which would make me right. Now, their tane |i 
may be changed; because now high expenses are ne- 
cessary to ensureahighandy tive tariff. Next, 
asto the receipts. Has that gentleman yet to learn 
that in respest to future receipts, they could rot be 
controlled nor fixed by the Department, nor by 
Congress, nor by any power short of Omuipotence, 
in such years as 1835 and 1836? Did any hono- 


rable Senator present es:imate the receipts | before 
.. hand, then, any higher than he (Mr. W.) did? Did 
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any one, beforehand, expect an income from 
lands in those two years equal.to all ihe receipts of 
the--previous forty. years? f 

It is very easy, after an event occurs, to find 
most. prophetic sages even in Senates, and to be 
very wise as to the causes and prospects of it; but 
show me the man who, in 1834 or 1835, antici- 
pated all which oecurred then, and in 1836 and 
1837, as to receipts? i’ ce: 

The estimates’ as tolands are always uncertain 
beyond those from duties, and thatis one zrgument 
just used by the Senator himself for’ giving them 
away. Yet even in duties, and while the. credit 
was long, and greater certainty attainable as to 
receipts on bonds chiefly falling due in the next 
year, the estimates made by some of my predecessors 
differed much more from what happened as to duties 
than my own. i 

Mr. McLane, an able officer, miscalculated over 
seven millions in one year, and Mr. Dallas, equal- 
ly able, over sixteen millions. A committee of the 
House of Representatives as long ago as 1822, 
found the estimates so uncertain in their nature as 
toreceipts, that they instituted a special inquiry, 
and it appears.that they differed from the actual 
results, in'some cases, quite seventy-three per cent. 
Here is the report itself. i 

-But as another evidence how much more uncer- 
tain are the lands, the party to which the Senator 
is attached, even in 1837, insisted that another sur- 
plus of ten, fifteen, or twenty millions was to be 
derived from them in that year, and added another 
distribution clause for it to the fortification bill. 
How did their estimates agree with the facts? Why, 
sit, it turned out as he (Mr. W.) then insisted, that 
not a dollar of surplus aceraed. 

Does it now become that party, ora member of 
it, who, not an hour ago, deliberately proposed to 
giveaway ail tie lands because their revenue is SO 
fluctuating, to taunt me wilh not guessing any 
pearer than they did, under such unprecedented 
fluctuations? 

Let the country decide; and let us examine the 
great and momentous question of retrenchment— 
not with, eneers or misrepiesenialion, nor un- 
der personal, selfish, or party influences—but 
on facts, arguments, sound political principles, 
and siatesmanlike feelings. This would yet be 
done he trusted. : 

Nor coed he (Mr. W.) believe, however his 
faith had been shaxen by the Senatoi’s course in, 
this debate, that the great body of the mannfacturers, 
or even he (Mr. S.) couid knowingly opprove all 
kinds of extravagance, or give away all our per- 
manent revenue from lands, merely to lay a fuun- 
dation for bigher taxes, with a view to obtain higher 
protection for their own exclusive interesis. 

Mr. RIVES said he very well recollected having 
stated that he would be guided by the determina- 
tion of the honorable Senator from South Carolina, 
ag to the rate of duties to be demanded by the 
South. And thatif he considered 30 per cent. to 
be sufficient, be, Mr. R. would be perfectly satis- 
fied. He recellected, also, consulting wiih that 
honorable Senator about the mede of carrying 
out the system of valuation proposed, end com- 
paring it with that of foreign valuation which 
must undoubtedly be attended with fraud; they 
would, as a matter of course, have one valuation at 
Liverpool, another a! Havre, and so on. 

Mr. CLAY. Will the Senator allow me to add 
that anocher consequence of foreign valuation will 
be, that sometimes we shall have two invoices on 
the same article from the same country? 

Mr. RIVES said tha: that circumstance had not 
escaped his notice. According to the old mode of 
yalvation there wes the same difficulty, and it 
certainly appeared to him that there was no sort 
of usconstitutionality in assessing the duties upon 
home valuation, He did not believe that there 
was going to be any serious impediment to this 
mode of assessing them, and he was prepared to 
make all necessary concessions when they came 
to execute the provisions of the act, 

On motion to that effect, the matter was then 
passed over informally, for the purpose of en- 
tertaining a motion, that when the Senate ad- 
journed, it should be to Monday next; which was 
agreed Lo. siie rapsi a f 


‘Chair, on the bill 


 pemted out and exposed before thoy can 
- Jectsoiñetcusable, that it had received, as ir merit 


and-after some time 
à 2 S S wataamini ; pruri 
HOUSE. OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Mies Faway, March 11, 1841. 5 
“The journal of yesterday was read and. approved 
Mr. FILLMORE suggestedto the House the propr: 
‘solving itself into Committee of the Whele‘on the sta 
Union, with the understanding—he' was understood i0 say- 
to-morrow the private-calendarshould not be interfered with; 
endl submitted that motion, but waived it {or the moment, to 
enable - e EE se ges ea} 
Mr. WISE to ask leave to offer the folowing tesolation, which 
was read for information: a 
_ Resolved, Thata select committee be appointed, whose. duty 
it shall be to consider and report “upon the expediency and pro- 
priety of separating the patronage of the Government from: the 
private and political press of the couatry, and-upon the hest 
and most efficient and economical mode of effecting that-ob- 
jéct. è : 
No objection being made, the resolution was received; and, 
without division or debate, was adopted. ig 
On motion of Mr. WISE, the committee was ordered to con- 
sist of five members. . Pty 
Mr. J. R. INGER<OLL asked the general consent of the 
House to introduce a resolution. Tle stater that by an act of 
Congress, adopted. July 20, 1840, juries were to be designated 
for the courts of the United States siting ineach State, 


“ing to the mode: practised in the highest court of jaw in that 


Siate; and the judges of the United States courts were-anthoriz. 
ed to make rulesand regulations for conforming ‘the designa- 
tion and empanelling in substance to thelocal laws and usages. 
The judges ofthe United States courts in Pennsylvatia having 
determined that they could not. by any authority which they 
assessed; carry this Jaw into effect, an act was passed on the3d 
arch; 1841, declaring that the act of 1810 should notayply’to 
the courts of the United States heldin ‘the districts of Pennsyl. 
vania; But this provision was limited soas tò continnea force 
one year, and no longer. Tt had now expired,'and Judge Bald- 
win, still believing that he could not ry into effect the Jaw as 
it stands, all proceedings ef a judicial acter which reqnired 
the co-operation ofa jury ia the Unite tes courts in’ Penn- 
sylvania were suspended, They could sotnow be set-in, mo- 
tion without legislative aid. Mr. L therefore. desired to procure 
from the Committee on the Judiciary the report of a bill—tha 
sketch of which he had prepared and held in his hand—to sup- 
ply the deficiencies of the act of 1940 wherever they were found 
to exist, as it appeared they did in, th State of Faunsylvania, 
He accordingly offered the following resoluvion—no objection 
having heen made: f : ` 
Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the Judiciery be instructed 

to inquire into the expediency of reporting H to provide for 
the selection and return of juries for the courts of the United 
States in any of the States where thoy have not been able to côn- 


- form the.designation and empanelligg in eutstance to the local 


laws and usages. 


And, without debate or division, the resclution was adopted, 


6 


Mr. STEENROD asked leave to present a petition, > » < 
Objected to. ca 
Mr, TRIPERTT désired Ghe Reporter unc stood) to offer a 


resolution— : ; 
But Mr. FILLMORE insisted on his motion to go into Com- 
minee, remarking that if he yielded to one of his friends he pec: 
ceived he would have to yield to many. : 
Mr, ANDREWS of Kentucky asked the yeasand hays on the 
motion of Mr. Finemorn, whichwere ordered. i 5 
Mr. GIDDINGS made a remark not heard by the Re- 
orter. ; 
p And the question on the motion of Mr. FILLMORE was then 
taken and decided in the affirmative: Yeas 52, nays gh. ` 
4 GENERAL APPROPRIATION 
So the House resolved iself i 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Pr 
making appre 
of the Govermmett for tt 


PS 

GY). : 
UTCHERS, and in pur- 
erday by fin. in velas 


The same was, on motion of Mr. © 
guance of notice to that effect given 
tion to all contingent items, ke 

“Item No. 19. Far sal $ ry of the Treasury, 


ani mes: 


gers 


zout the sum of 


ON „and Mr. 
FILLMORE. i 
The question beins amendment was 
rejected. 


The following items were passec 

©No. 20, For the salary of the 
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sures. of mémbers of the investigating committee on both sides, 
Aga very good. expösition of. the views entertained by ‘those 
with whem ‘the gentleman from Virginia [Mr.. Wisi} once - 
„acted, he begged leave to send to-the clerk’s table some extracts 
from a speech delivered by .a gentleman. from Indiána, |Mr. 
Proreir.} - Sore ae ea a : oh he 
{The, extracts were accordingly read, and excited no little 
terrimeut, being received with peals oflaughter.] 
- , Tha reading being ‘completed, Mr. Sraniy ‘modified. the 
amendment he-had offered sọ as to strike out the words “First 
Auditor. of the Treasury,” and also $18,900, and tó insert $15,900 
Ceaving the appropriation for the clerks in that office, but omit- 
ting the salary of the Auditor himself.) 
: Mr. PROFFIT. said that he had little expected. ever to enjoy 
the honor of hearing aspecch of his quoted on that floor, es- 
pecially by anextra Whig. . It was not his intention to say a 
word which could, in the slightest manner, reflect on his friend 
from Virginia, [Mr Hopxis,]{whom-he referred to by name.] 
He would tell the gentleman from North Carolina, (Mr. Span- 
LEY] that he would notdrag him in apolitical debate. The 
speech, à part of which had been read, had been made on a re. 
port of the investigating.committce at a time when he stood 
on this floor oae Whi against five or six ultra Locofocos from 
his own State. He had made the speech in all candor, and he 
` could tell gentlemen that he got some credit for it too. It had 
been thumbed over by every A BC politician on their side, 
and had elected half of these men now here to office, {immense 
Jaughter.] Yet he had been denounced by the very mien he 
had:put into power; and he had been one of the first men called 
upon to bow down to idols they had set up, and because he 
would not do it, he had been whistled down the wind; yet he 
stood there still, ay, and would continue to do so, notwithstand- 

ing allthey might say or do. ‘They could not get him into a 

arty debate: he had too much to do with the gentleman from 

assachusetts, [Mr. CusHina,] and the gentleman from Virgi- 
nia, (Mr. Wigz,} [here the laughter broke out afresh,] in en- 
deavoring to do something to relieve the country and te restore 
the state of the currency. He went for the country: he was 
determined in the words of Washington, to have no party but 
his country. If the gentleman chose to keep up an angry 
party denunciation, in which he admitted that he had himselftoo 
much indulged in times past, he could do so; but for Mr. P. as 
he grew older he grew wiser. The Whigs had told the people 
they would endeavor to allay these party dissensions, and pour 
oil upon the troubled waters; they were pledged to this, and he 
was resolved to perform it. Tendering to the gentleman from 

North Carolina his thanks for the very flattering notice he had 

taken of his speech, he would say to him and to the House that 
that was his explánarion. 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN said that he thought those gentle- 
men who had been elected to Congress by the gentleman from 
Indiana [Mr. Prorsit] were under some obligations to this First 
Auditor, (who came from Mr, B’s State,) since it seemed it was 
his case which had, in fact, put them into office. {Loud 
laughter.] Mr. B. was inclined to think it was true that the 

enilemaa’s speech did elect some of them, and be had as litle 

Soubt thatthe speech of another gentleman from’ his own 

State (understood to refer to Mr.Ogte) had elected full the other 
half of them. The amendment now offered was moved with a 
view to get clear of an Executive officer of the Government by 
-withholding his salary, and he should not be greatly surprised 

3f, before long, a similar proposition should be made to get clear 
of the President of the United S.ates by withholding his, He 
wondered if it would not be a very good way to get rid of Mr. 
Tyler? Why not in his case, as-in the case of Jesse Miller? It 
was a new way of doing the thing, and a very ingeniousdevice 
itwas, Mr. B’s objectin rising at this time was to vindicate a. 
gentleman whose reputation had been unjustly assailed in the 
report referred to. He believed thata purer, an abler, more 
industrious, or more upright officer, was not to be found in the 
public service. What were the facts on which the charges in 
the report were fonnded? When h: came into office, he 
found that certain books were sometwo or three years behind- 
hand, because there were not clerks sufficient to Keep them up; 
he wasobliged to let some remain so; and he was told by the 
old and experienced clerks,whom he found in office, that it was 
not necessary that these should be brought up. Je therefore 
directed his efforts to get other books brought up. While 
urging on this work, the first thing he knew about the books in 
arrear was that the defalcation of Mr. Swartwout, the collector 
at New York, had succeeded entirely because these very books 
had not been kept up as they ought to have heen. He then set 
about establishing a new system of entries to prevent the re- 
currence of such acase in future. His whole gnilt consisted 
in not being aware, from inexperience, of-the importance of 
having these “bond-buoks’’ written up, and falling into the 
practice which he found prevailing when he came into office. 
There had never been any other charge preferred against him. 
His whole private life had Leen distinguished by industry and 
integrity. He hoped he would not be assailed in the way now 
proposed. We was very confident the President would remove 
any public servant who was convicted of malpractice in office, 
though he never could be induced to do this by a mere parti- 
san cry. 

Mr. WISE said that the amendment was in fact a proposal to 

abolish the office of First Auditor. Now, whatever might be 
Mr. W’s opinion of the individual officer, he could not vote to 
deprive the Government of the office, As to the remarks of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Brown.J he m ight content 
himself with saying, that the report, in which the whole case 
was detailed, was within the reach ofevery gentleman. Mr. W., 
admitted that all that was said of Me Miller asa man, might be 
very true; he was inclined to believe he deserved what had been 
said of him; but in his office, Mr. W. had been compelled, by 
the force of evidence, to report him as having been guilty of an 
express violation of law anda criminal neglect of his dnty. The 
collector at New York had been suffered to hold his office for 
three years, without any bond for the faithful discharge of his 
duty; besides which, a book which ought to have shown on 
every day of every week, the balance due from him to the Go- 
vernment, had been left without the scrape of a pen from Octo. 
ber, 1835, to 1839! by moans of which neglect, the defalcation 
had happened, and might have been augmented to any amonnt, 
Mr. W. putit to Mr. Brown whether he had ever read the report 
of the Investigating Committee? 

Mr, BROWN said the defalcation, he understood, had hap- 
pened owing to Mr. Miller’s not knowing the importance ofkeep- 
ing the “bond-hook” duly posted up. 

Mr. WISE said it was plain the gentleman knew nothing about 
the matter of which he had been speaking: the bond-buok was 
the least important part of the keglect. But this was not the 


time to gointo that; the question was, whether the office of First 
Auditor of the Treasury should be retained. He hoped the com- ~ 
mittee would not be thrown into a false position by reflections 
on the Investigating Committee. He denied that the committee 
had done Mr. Miller the smallest injustice. a 

Mr. J. C. CLARK said that the gentleman from Virginia was 
mistaken; the amendment did not abolish the office of- First 
Auditor, it acted only on the incumbent.. .He wondered that 
the voice of that gentleman, which once spoke in tones of thun- 
der against’ Executive corruption, had of late grown so weak 
ånd so low it was now heardly -heard in that Hall. But 
what had the gentleman been sent there for? And how 
was a corrupt officer, if retained by his superiors, to be driven 
from office but by withholding his salary? The gentleman ad- 
mitted that the immense embezzlement of the public money 
by Mr. Swartwout had been kept from the public eye by the 
unfaithfulness of this very individual. Had not the report of 
that Investigating Committee met the eye of the Executive? 
And wouldhe keep a man in place notwithstanding an admit- 
ted and proved violation of law and breach of official duty? 
Where were the people to look for a shield against the force 
of Executive oppression unless‘ by their power of withholding 
supplies? If this man should thus be displaced, the Presi- 
dent could then go on and nominate a more worthy incumbent. 
Mr. C. would not vote a cent to pay him. 

Mr. WISE wanted to know by what authority that gentle- 
man rose and undertook to catechise him?—and how he was 
justified in saying that Mr. W. had lowered nis tone on the sub- 
ject of Executive usurpation or corruption, especially when he 
had just reiterated the grounds taken in thereport? What was 
there to justify the arrogant manner in which thé gentleman 
had made this charge? Mr. W’s voice might have been 
weakened, for its force had been spent in a war against corrup- 
tion. He might not be able to send such a blast from his lungs 
as the gentleman from New York, but he believed that few 
in that House, beside that gentleman, surpassed bim in strength 
of voice. But had he not insisted on the charges in the re- 
port? Could he have said more? Yetone thing more he would 
say: were he President of the United States he should have 
removed that officer long ago; yes, long ago. And he had 
no hesitation here to declare, (that which was his own secret,) 
that he had intimated such an opinion more than once else- 
where. 

But, leaving the individual, he wished to look at the principle 
of the amendment: it was that the House of Representatives 
shonld undertake to force removals from office, by withholding 
the salaries of obnoxious individuals. Mr. W. wished to see 
this question tried. Even in the worst days of corruption, 
when in opposing Executive usurpation he incurred risks that 
every gentleman, perhaps, would not be willing to bear—not 
merely political but personal danger—even in those dark days, 
suchan idea as that of forcing Gen. Jackson or Mr. Van Buren 
to remove corrupt officers, by refusing their salaries, never 
once entered the mind of any man. It was virtuaily to change 
the Constitution. ‘the Constitution invested the President with 
the power of nomination; and, under the construction of Mr, 
Madison, and ever since, it was held to give him the power of 
removal also. Had the House of Representatives any thing to 
do with this appointing and removing power? The gentleman 
from New York shook his head; and yet the gentleman’s doc- 
trine went that length. Was the House prepared to sanction 
it? Were politicians of all parties prepared for such an issue? 
—that the wheels of Government must be stopped, unless the 
President would remove any individual who happened to be- 
come the objectof party rancor? Did not gentlemen get in their 
friends fast enough, without resorting to contrivances like 
these? Ip this case, it was true, there existed serious grounds 
of objection; but once set the precedent, and it would be fol- 
lowed fer tighter canse, tillany man might be thus ejected who 
did not adopt the views of a faction inthat House. The Presi- 
denthad here “peculiar” enemies as well as “peculiar friends;” 
and men would besiege him for office who, as soon ag they had 
gottheir bone, would chuckle at their success, and run off and 
abuse their benefactor. He called the conntry to observe what 
a scene was now Lransacting within the walls of this Capitol, 
At one end of it those nominated by the President to office had 
their heads cutoff by the guillotine of party, and n the other 
he was to be forced to turn men out of office by having their 
salaries denied! 

The CHAIR admonished Mr. Wise that it was not in order 
to refer to acts of the Senate. 

Mr. W. said he had not named the Senate; he had named no- 
body; but he called the attention of the American people to a 
case which was as yet unparalleled in American history. The 
proposition proceeded not merely from the vindictiveness of 
party, but froma yet baser passion—not ony from the anger, 
but from the hunger of the brute., If the offices of the Go. 
vernment were to be devoured by hungry hounds, ay, with a 
hunger of twelve years’ standing, though nine-tenths ofthe of- 
ees were in the hands of the most bitter partisans of the oppo- 
sition, and though the President had to encounter the opposi- 
tion of enemies in his own camp, and all the ingratitude. of be- 
beficiaries who turned to bite the hand of their benefactor; 
yet, because he was waiting, waiting to see what was done hete, 
who were the friends of the country, who were the really effi- 
cient men, he was tobe forced, by ‘the withholding ofsupplies, 
to remove from office whomsoever this Honse might happen 
to disapprove—~a branch of the Government which had nothing 
to do either with the appointing or the removing power. This 
might be fun to the boys, but it was death to the frogs; it might 
do well enough for the would-be appointees, but it was death 
tothe countiy. Mr, W. concluded by protesiing against the 
measure proposed, as doing violence to the powers of the Pre- 
sident and Senate. He would never consent to this. When 
the force of faction went this length, it was time 10 putitdown, 
and the people would put it down. 

Mr. CLARK said, in reply, that he was aware that a good 
deal of courtesy was daeto gentlemen who never troubled the 
Mouse by often speaking, but he did not know that the rule ap- 
plied to one who oceupied more of the Nouse’s time than thirty 
other members put together. And because another replied to 
him. ma few words, he was to be charged with “arrogance,” 
Arrogance, forsooth! He was content the House should 
judge which of them was justly chargeable with being arro- 
gant. Mr.C. had not catechised the gentleman from Virgi- 
nia, but had said thai his tones of thunder against Executive 
corruption were wonderfully lowered. ; 

The gentleman claimed tobe a most valiant champion for 
the people, yet, when it came to the scratch, he “roared you 
like any sucking dove.” Now was not the time to" go into in- 
vestigations ofi the misconduct of the First Auditor. Ob, no ! 


“they had got an able head ! 


And, besides, the Constitution was in the way. Congress 


could not do such a thing. The Constitution was not in the 
way. If it were, why had not the Constitution fixed the sala- 
rigs of subordinate Executive officers? It fixed the salary of 
the President, but left the rest to Congress. And.if one of those 
officers came here asking for his pay, and the House knew 


- him to be corrupt and grossly negligent of his duty, they not 


only had the power, but it was their bounden duty; to witrhold 
his salary, Mr. C. had never said Congress ought to stop the 
wheels of Government. To adopt this resolution would produce 
no embarrassment to tie Government. it did not abolish the 
office.: A new nomination might be made to the Senate to- 
morrow. ‘Faction, forsooth! He disdained the charge. He 
against the President! Hecame: here resolved to smother hia 
feelings on that subject, and never to suffer his feelings towards 
the President, as an individual, to interfere at all with his duty 
asa Representative. Norhadhe. Afaction! Yes; there was 
a party in that House which had dwindled into a contemptible 
faction. And of this redoubtable band the gentleman from Vir- 
giniahimself, it seemei, was the. Magnus Apollo! Certainly 
How long he would continueso, 
was another question. The gentleman, had he been President, 
would have removed the First Auditor long, long ago, Well, 
Mr. C. believed he would. [A laugh.) What Mr C. com- 
plained of was, thathe retained this man after the facts of his 
unfaithfulness had been brought to his notice—by the gentle- 
man, asit seemed. His “peculiar friends” ought to advise 
him that he was suffering in the opinion of the country by pur- 
suing sucha policy. Mr. C. had never advocated the idea of 
removing a man for a mere{difference in politics. God'forbid ! 
He was far from holding suciia sentiment; but, in admitted 
cases of violation of law and gross: neglect of duty, it was the 
duty of the guardians of liberty to use the power in their hands 
to compel a removal. He did not refer to this case only; inall 
similar cases he would do the same. Mr. C, warmly disclaim- 
ing all factious feelings, admitted that he had differed strongly 
in opinion from the President, especially in the matter of his ve- 
toes; but he challenged the gentleman from Virginia to put his 
finger on a single factious act of Mr. C’ssince he had had a seat 
in Congress, He hoped the gentleman would not make sucha 
charge in advance, : 

Mr. JOHN. G. FLOYD observed that befor he voted on that 
question he should like tobe informed in one or two points. 
He wished to know whether the present First Auditor held the 
same office before the investigation that had been alluded to, 
and whether he held it while General Harrison was President 
and Mr. Ewing was Secretary of the Treasury. On being an- 
swered in the affirmative, Mr. F. said that though he agreed 
with his colleague that the power of withholding supplies had 
been given to Congress, he was fully of opinion that the power 
should not be exercised except in extreme ‘cases; and from 
what he had been able to learn this was not one of those cases. 
This officer was retained in his situation while General Harri- 
son was President and Mr. Ewing Secretary of the Treasury: 
he held office under the administration of Mr. Van Buren, 
while Mr. Woodbury was at the head of the Treasury Depart- 
ment; he also held his office under General Harrison while the 
Commissioner of the Gensral Land Office and other officers 
were removed; he was also retained while Mr. Ewing was head 
of the Department for some five or six months, and had been 
continued by the present Administration to this day. Having 
thus been endorsed by three Presidents and their Secretaries of 
the Treasury, Mr. F. was satisfied that the official conduct of 
the officer had not been such as to render hisa case for the ex- 
treme remedy proposed, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said that he wished to make a few re: 
marks upon the principle involved in the proposed amendment. 
Weshould do it without being influenced by those sentiments 
which were attributed on the one side or the other to the pecu- 
liar friends or peculiar enemies of the President. He did not 
belong to either of these classes, and his course would neither 
beinfluenced by friendship nor hostility to the Executive, As 
the Constitution came from the hands of its framers, na power 
was expressly vested in the President to remove any one from 
office. The power he now exercises in making removals was 
a constructive power, and was, in the opinion of Mr. U. erro- 
neously conceded to the President. In the last twelve years it 
has been so outrageously abused, that the sentiment hag bes 
come almost nniycrsal with all those, except’the partisan po. 
litical clique, that reform is absolutely necessary. For years 
(said Mr. U ) I have been attempting, by a series of amend: 
ments to the Consti:ution, to correct this and other evils, But 
this House has never acted, (“and never will,” said a gentle- 
man near Mr. U.) Yes, sir, I fear it never will, Mr. Madison, 
than whom no man hetter knew the true original meaning of 
the Constitution, declared that a President who should remove 
an officer for political motives and considerations ought to be 
impeached for his conduct. And yet, sir, it is notorious that of 
late years removals and appointments have been mainly influ- 
enced by political considerations. This practice is an Mxecu- 
tive encroachment upon the original meaning of the Constitu- 
tion, as declared by that great and good man, James Madisen. 
By this encroachment the inferior Executive officers have be- 
come the mere tools and slaves of their superiors, and especially 
of the President, Why, sir. the Investigating Committee who 
have published the incapacity or the crime of the First Auditor, 
which has induced the proposed amendment, alsa made known 
the servility of Ogden and Philips, who connived at the con- 
duct of Swartwout, sooner thas make it public and lose their 
places Here is positive evidence that a power to conirol the 
meat and bread of subordinate officers is sufficient to make many 
of them servile and obsequions dependants, if not slaves. By 
the abuse of the power of removal, by the use of it for political 
purposes, the Executive has practically changed the Constitu- 
tion. Tt isnot now what Mr. Madison understood it to be. Now, 
I desire to present this question to the consideration of the 
House and the people. When Executive encroachment has 
changed the Constitntion, is it not time for the Representatives 
of the people to consider whether they have not the power to 
check the evil by withholding supplies and salaries? For one, 
sir, I hold that it is a duty to be discharged in favor of popular 
liberty, notto grant money which Iam convinced will he ap- 
plied to purposes destructive of the rights of the people: and 
whenever a proper case arises, I shal) not hesitate to withhold 
the money. Suppose this abuse of removal should go so faras 
to sweep every subordinate Executive officer, with the evident 
design on the part of the President to appoint in their places 
an obsequious set to aid in some treasonable design: or suppose 
the President ofthe United States were to place himeelf at the 
head of an army, with a view to revolutionize the Government, 
will any one say, in these cases, that we ought to vote money te 
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pay officers engaged.in such horrible schemes and designs? In 


such cases it is the duty of the Representative to interpose his ` 


power over the purse-strings to disarm treason or corruption. 
Tam inclined to think that Mr. Miller, the First Auditor, does 
not require such a remedy, l believe he was not old in office 
when the omissions of duty in relation to the Swartwout defal- 
cation occurred. ` 
P ey Mr. Wiss said he had becn appointed three years be- 
‘ore. 
Well, (said Mr. U.) that isa pretty good apprenticeship. I 


served with Mr, Miler, two years before his appointment, on 


this floor, and the opinion I formed of his character was not un- 
favorable. T.caniuot think he acted corruptly in respect to the 
Swartwout affair, and [ think the case is not of sufficient magni- 
tude to withho!d the execution of the law which allows him a 
salary. My objectin rising was to indicate the remedy-of with. 
holding money, as one which itmay become necessary to ap- 
ply hereafter, with a view to counteract Executive encroach- 
ment. loa proper case I would not hesitate ta apply it. 

Mr. GORDON understood his colleague [Mr. J. C. CLARK} 
to say, and to repeat it, that the object of striking out this ap- 
propriation from the bill was to drive this man out of office. 
Now he(Mr. G.) had supposed the first time he had ever read 
the Constitution of the United States, that the powers of this 
Government were divided into Executive, Legislative and Ju- 
dicial powers. He had supposed, and he always understood 
that the power of appointment and removal from office, except 
ia one solitary case, belonged to the Executive, the Senate con- 
curring inthe appointments. That House had no power what- 
ever to remove any man from office, be his station high or low. 
If an officer should be guilty oficorruption, the House might 
impeach him, and the Senate, who would iry him on the im- 
peachment, might dismiss him; but the House of itself had no 
such power. Now, were not the memberson that floor sworn 
to support the Constitution, and would not the removal of a 


- man from office in the manner proposed, without an impeach- 


ment and without a heariag, be a violation of that oath? This 
must be the ground on which the motion was based, for the 
appropriation was not to pay the officer for services rendered 
before the Swartwout defalcation; that time was past and gone; 
but the appropriation was to pay for services performed during 
the current year. He woul] like to know if, inthe distribution 
of the powers of this Government, the power was constitution- 
ally vested in that House to block up effectually any one of the 
branches of the Government, 

Sir, said Mc. G. the Executive can move on in its proper 
sphere; the Judicial Department can move on it its proper 
sphere; and the Legislative branch can move on in its sphere; all 
without usurping the powers of each other; and he denied that 
either the judicial or legislative branches could stop the wheels 
of Government for the mischievous purpose of controlling the 
Executive branch. Ifthat House could expel the Executive to 
remove a man from office by withholding his salary, he asked 
if this was not the power to block up the wheels of the Govern: 
meni? Was it not usurping the appinting power, by withhold- 
ing the supplies, upon the pretext that the Incumbent was un- 
worthy of office? We should have a strange and anomalous Go- 
vernment, if this power were conceded to the House of Repre- 
sentatives, No doubt, said Mr. G. we have the physical power, 
but I do doubt that we have the constitutional power to with- 
hold the supplies necessary to carry on the Government. If 
this officer were guilty—and he was neither his accuser nor de- 
fender—why had not the House, by impeachment. called on him 
to answer at the bar of the Senate? That was the proper mode 


_ of proceeding against him, and not by stopping his salary, and 


compelling the Executive todismiss him without a hearing. 
This was anew way of driving a man from office, and one, he 
ventured to assert, which would find no advocates among the 
people of the United States. Ife had heard much of the en- 
croachments of the Executive branch of the Government, bat 
this was the broadest and most unauthorized encroachment he 
could conceive of, for it was avowedly to coerce the Executive, 
usurp powers that did not belong to the Touse, and effectually 
to block up the wheels of the Government. 

He was neither the organ nor the friend of the Administration, 
and he did not assist in biinging it into power; but while he 
drew breath, he never would consent to control or embarrass 
it by such unworthy and such unconstitutional means, He 
would go before the people and take the constitutional means of 
driving this Aministration from power;but he never would come 
into that Houge, and, in a spirit of faction and party zeal, usurp 
powers which the Constitution had placed elsewhere. These 
were his views, and he putit to every man on that floor, if the 
motion to strike out the salary of this officer should prevail, it 
would not be carrying out the principles avowed in the argu- 
ment of the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Unperwoop,] and 
that of his colieague, (Mr. J. C. CLARK. ] , 

Mr. ARNOLD said he must confess that when this proposi- 
tion was first read by the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr, 
STANLY] it startled him as being rather radical in its character, 
and he had doubts as to its propriety; but. the speech of the 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Wise] had placed him on the 
balance, for he attached more importance to the views of that 
gentleman thanjother gentlemen on this floor. He did itbe- 
cause that gentleman had power and weight, That gentleman 
wag leader of the Whig phalanx in the fight against corruption 
during the last. campaign, and he now stood at the head of the 
other party here, {fe said that any gentleman who was capa- 
ble of leading the Whig party without hardly a word, and then, 
as if by asort of magie, stepping over to the lead of the other 
side, was entitled to weight, and in particular when he consider- 
ed the genlemai’s peculiar reltions to the TExeentive. Ba 
on thisaceasion, the gentleman had starticd him. He had said 
in his report that this incumbent, the First Ancitor, had violated 
the law and negtected his duty; and this he, Mr. A. said before 
the country and this House was tantarneunt to a charge of cor- 
ruption and incompetency—the two'things which he, Mr. A. 
had always said were sufficient to remove an officer from office. 
The gentleman also said that he had intimated—he. understood 
tothe President—that this officer ought to be removed. He 
had said farther that the President’ was waiting to see who 
the true patriots of the country were. “Hereby hangs a 
tale.” said Mr. A. In order to be a true patriot, he sup 

posed the explanation was that he must be a Tyler man. 
He must belong to the dertinm quid. What a spectacle did 
this present to tbe country! Here a President kept in otlice a 
man who was acknowledged ta have violated his ddty, and by 
whose neglect thousands and thousands had_been filehed from 
the Treasury, And what was theexcuse? The President had 
not found out who the true patrinta were! What was the trne 
Whig docirine? That no man should be removed from office 


for-opinion’s sake. Ilis opinions were known to his constituents 
and were on record, and he could appeal to the honorable gem- 
tleman from New York, [Mr: Grancrr ] who for a short time 
presided over the Post Office Deparment, what his (Mr. -A’s) 


course had been in regard to the removal of post officers. It was ` 
the great doctrine of the Whig party that no man should be re- : 


moved from office except for mal-administration or incompe- 
tency, We had now, by a disastrous Providence of Heaven, 
a President who said before he could fill an office, he must as- 
certain who were true patriots! $ 7 

He had understood the gentleman to-day to rebuke the Senate! 
What was the Constitution? Mr, A. here read from the Consti- 
tution that the President shall appoint officers of the United 
States, &c. How? (asked Mr. A.) By hismere ipse divil? No. 
“By and with the advice and consent of the Senate.” Was it 
honorable that tbis nation should be told that the Segate could 
not reject nominations sent them by the President, by a gentle- 


tleman of the standing ofthe gentleman from Virginia, who kept , 


this near relation to the Executive—this prominent position? 
By a gentleman who wasable to transfer himself, as if by a wand 
of magic, from one party. and a most virulent state of hostility 
to his opponents, to the Jead of the other? Such asentimont, 
coming from sucha quarter, was calculated tò strike térror to 
every man who cherished a love for the institutions of his coun- 
try. Ii wassaying that the President was omnipotent, and that the 
Senate should be rebuked for rejecting officers nominated by 
him. Lethim take his own State asan example. He didnot 
wanta man removed from office for opinion’s sake; but, when 
a vacancy was made, he wanted a Whig appointed if just as 
good as any other. He here referred toa case ofan officer in 
East Tennessee, in the appointment of whom injustice had 
been done by the President. The John Tyler banner was now 
flying; and he who would comeand rally wader it, as the gen- 
tleman had told them to-day, would beg “pure patriot” in the 
estimation ofJohn Tyler. That was thedoctrine he was war- 
ring against. = : 

Mr. SNYDER rose toa question of order. The gentleman 
was making a partyspeech. His point of order was, that the 
gentleman had said that My. Wisk was the leader of the Demo- 
cratic party here. He denied it. {Laughter ] 

Mr. ARNOLD said he must confesshe was gratified at the 
announcement of the honorable gentleman from Pennsylvania 
Ife thought itshowed a small degree of sensitiveness honorable 
tothat party, that, when they had been so universaliy de- 
nounced by the gentleman from Virginia —— 

The CHAIRMAN calied the gentleman to order. 

Mr. ARNOLD thought he was in the range taken by 
other gentlemen. Gentlemen around kim told him he was. 
{Laughter. ] 

What was the Whig rule? That competency and honesty, 
talents and honesty, were the great requisites to an officer. 
What was the doctrine advocated here? Had not the Senate— 
the co-ordinate branch of the Legislature and of the Executive as 
to the appointment of officers—if the Presidant sent a man that 
they did not approve—a dishonest man—2 right to look behind 
the nomination?) Mr. A. was here further referring to ihe case 
ofan officer in Tennessee, when 

The CHAIRMAN called the gentleman to order, requesting 
him to confine his remarks to the qnestion before the com- 
mittee, i 

Mr. ARNOLD said the Senate had been censured by the gen- 
tleman, and he was replying to his remarks. The Senate had 
the right to look behind the nominations of the President, and 
to see whether they were of honest men or not; and, if it be- 
came necessary, they had the right to stop the supply. This 
man Miller, the First Auditor of the Treasury, according tothe 
endorsement of the gentleman from Virgisia, had violated the 
law and neglected his duty, and Gavernment could do better 
without tan with him. Were they to be told that they must 
furnish suppliesif the President would keep a corrnpt and in- 
competent man in office. Jf the President would not send in 
some competent man, let them depend on the clerke for carry- 
ing on the business of this office; for thechief clerk was offen 
more competent than the head of the bureeu. It would be a 
strange doctrine that the President could keep in oflice a dis. 
honest man, and that they were houndto vote supplies. It 
ought to bean exfreme case, and he was not certain that this 
was not one, before they refused te vote supplies. If not out 
of order, he would say to the Democratic party, and to the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, that they ought to hide their dimi- 
nished heads when they said that all the evils under which 
they now Jabored were brought on this country by the Admi- 
nistration of the Whigs, who were in power just one month. 
The Government had relapsed in one month into Loco Foco 
hands; and a relapse was always worse than a disease. 
[Laughter. } 

The consequence ofthe argnment introduced by the gentle- 
man was, that they were drifting on to monarchy. Tf this 
Ffouse—the great forum of the peaple—the sheet-anchor of 
liberty, when an officer had been violating his duty and squan- 
dering the pultie money. were to he told. you dare not with- 
where was liberty? where were 
the powers of the Government? We hal a despotism; all 
power would concentrate in the hands ofone man. They had 
virtually now a monarchy in this free and entichtened land of 
liberty. 

The voice of the people of East Tennesase had no weizht; but 
ifthe old hero of the Hermitage er the ex-governor of Tonnes- 
see gave an intimation that they nied to get an officerap- 
pointed, in he ga He believed it to be his solemn duty to 
reply to the remarks of the gentleman from Virginia. They 
were yemarks thai jed directly to a monachy—that took all 
power ont of th sof the people and placed it inthe hands 
of cie man. He w t from the people, and he believed 
that power he'onge m. 

CUSHING > was aware that in the pursuit of 
ight be mere interesting and amusing. 
ie committee might lose sight of the 
e ihem. He desired to say a few words 


y IMr. Un- 
Jonstitniion. 
nally ore of 
ion was sct- 


DERWOOD, }that the practical constru e 
with regard to the remaval of offiecrs, was ori 
same time the construc 


reasonahie donbt. At th Ji 
ted, it was the received import of the. Constitution, and had 
heen admitted and practised on without modbfication orchange 


on the 
Suppose 


from 1790 tothe presenitime. ‘Phe queston presen 
remarks of the gentleman from Kenucky 
that this recetved construction of tke Censtitution—which was 
affirmed by the first Senate of ibe United States—under which 
the President, who possesses the power of appointment also 


premises. t 
, Did the gentleman mean to argue that it was the policy and 
interest of this or any other Government, that the subordinate 
officers, the clerks under the. bureaus, in. the ¢ustom-houses, 
&c. should be independent? He asked the gentleman how it 
was possible for this Government to go of if every man wag 
independent? ifthere were to be twenty-five thousand different 
wills? Must there not be some over-ruling. will? 

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Mr. ©. yielding him the floor) said, in 
answer to the gentleman inquiring whether he was in favor. of 
making each subordinate officer of the custom-house and. the 
Government. independent, that he would make every may’ 
duty under Government dependent on the definition. given by 
law; and if he acted within the scope of that authority of the 
law he should be protect: d, andhe would make him so fay in. 
dependent as to prevent him from being. removed from. office 
when he was fulfilling his duties prescribed by the law. He 
would make every individual who holds an office responsible to 
the law, and when he discharged that, heshould not be urried 
out at the mere will and pleasure of his superiors in office, 

Mr. CUSHING said the gentleman had not met the difficulty 
he presented, The question he had put was not a party ques- 
tion between a subordinate and the head of a bureau, buta 
question of practical business; and he repeated the question, 
was it possible, in an office of any denomination, for business 
to go on, unless there should be a directing will and a subordi- 
nation to that directing will? And what was the answer of 
the gentleman from Kentucky? He professed that he would se 
describe all the daily and hourly duties of the clerks in the De- 
partments, that there might be nothing left to discretion. “The 
artof man could not devise a law that should enter into all the 
details of these matters. They were things which belonged to 
discretion, and should be governed by adirecting will} and 
with regard to that, he said it was totally impossible that Go- 
verrmentshould go on, unless there be a governing will in 
these vases. If the gentleman believed that in a republican 
country, where legislation, as well as. the choice of legis- 
tors, was in the hands of the people, the Governs 
ment could go on when the Government. itself and its sub- 
ordinate officers were in perpetual conflict on any questions, 
and particularly on the great principles by which the Govern- 
ment should be conducted, he and the gentleman differed, 

Mr. U. at some Jength further examined the argument of the 
gentleman from Kentucky. and the constitufional question, 
contending thatthe Fouse had nothing to do with the power 
of removal, more than with the appointment of officers, and 
that, if (he opposite principles maintained by gentlemen were 
to be carried out, the House of Representatives might not only. 
go intothe Departments and remove, when they conceived the 
necessity existed, the subordinate officers therein, but might ex- 
tend the same power to the judicial department. 

The gentleman from Kentucky had suggested these princi. 
ples as gencral principies, but went with hin (Mr. C,) in this 
specific case; and he therefore proceeded to notice the sugges- 
tions of other gentlemen why, in this paiticular case. this thing 
should be done. This provisicn tn the bill did not create the 
office of Auditer, but gave to Me AuGiler a salary under a law 
of Government. When gentlemen proposed, thetefore, to strike 
out thisappropriation, they proposed to leave the act of Cons 
gress vnexecuted. It was said that this House bad the power 
to do this. It was true they had the physical power, but the 
question was whether, on a true and fair construction of the 
Constitution, and iu fulfilment of their duties, (hey-had this 
power. What were the con jonsargued why they should 
co this? It was said this cer had been guilty of viola. 
tion of Jaw and neglect of duty, and therefore onght to 
be removed, and hence that they would not make an 
appropriation for the office of First Auditor for 1842. Sup- 
pose that, in consequence of the revived attention to these 
facts of the report, the President ofthe United States should 


* conclude to remove this Auditor, there would them be no ap- 


propyiation for the office, And would not the puklice service 
suffer without this officer? Was ii convenient lo carry on the 
business of the Treasury Department without this Auditor? 
They had only to read the report of Mr. Harlan, to seo that the ` 
amount of money that might be lost by his absence, was a thou- 
sand times greater than his salary. The whale amount of 
Swartwout’sdelalcations was an illustration of Chis. Gentlemen 
had said this duty nicht be devolved on the c of the office, 
bot he contended that a sufficient amount of labor was already 
devolved on them by their regular duties, 

The aliegation was, that the First Auditor was an incompe- 
tent officer, and ought to be removed. The Constitution ‘told 
bim that the First Anditor was an impeachable officer. Jt did 
not intend that they should be driven to this indirect mode of 
removal. The question was, whether, wien they had thisregue * 
lar constitona! means ef removing añ officer, they should de- ~ 
part from the constitutional path, and undertake to ory, con- 

i on this oficer, without 
ion, fer that was the pre- 


any oficer of Government. y a 
Another question was, whether this House of Representatives 


was to sirip itselfofthe power to stop supplies? He would not 
say that this was net a proper exercise, of power, They had 
the power to stop supplies; but when this House and country 
arrived at the contingency when the representatives of the peo- 
ple were justified in stopping the supplies of Government— 
when there wasa contingency of that serious, exalted, impera- 
tive description, he trusted the application of it would be wor- 
thy of the powel 


r of the representatives, and that it would not be 
in entire off the head of the First Auditor that this power was 


cerciscd . g £ : 
TANLY (ir. C. having yielded him the floor) said he 
had pd at the outset that his object wes, as it had been be- 
faye on two: previons eccasicns. to pomt out to the commtry that 
this Administration was keeping in offi Mineon petent t 
that had been denounced as such by Ci It was i 


ress, 


sa 


himssif tö pursúe the course in this Administratjoù that he had 
done during Van Buren’s administration. He had moved to strike 
Out items in other bills, and withdrawn his motion, and. he 
should withdraw this afer-gentlemen had had an -opportunity 
to give their views: [A laugh.} *Gentemen laughed. He 
avowed his willingness to do itinstanter. The whole argument 
‘was given up by gentlemen. They had said that when a‘ mili- 
tary usurper wasatthe head. of our Government it-would be 
right to slop supplies. ` Suppose -he thought the case ‘had 

“arisen, that an incompetent officer was in power.. Let not gen- 
tlemen Jay the flattering unction to their souls that ‘he would 
retreat from his motion. He pursued the same course towards 
Tylet’s Administration that he had towards Van Buren’s. He 
had said in the outset that after gentlemen had had an opportu- 
nity to speak, he should withdraw his motion; and he was wait. 
iog forthe Democratic gentlemen who said “ah, ah,” tó declare 
their course, and they would change their: rone,- His desire 
‘was, nót to stop the salary, but to explain his position en this 
subject. 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN (Mr, Cusuine yielding the floor) 
read certain extracts from the report of the investigating com- 
mittee of 1839, (of which Mr. Wise was chairman,) to show 
how far he (Mr. B.) was correct in the explanation he had made 
in a former ‘part of the debate. : 

Mr. B. said it was evident, from the extracts he had read, that 
what‘he had'said in relation to the charges made against the First 
Auditor, wastrue to the letter; and that. it was the gentleman 


from Virginia (Mr. Wise] who was in error, and did not know ` 


what was in the report alluded to. There had been nothing 
proved, or attempted to be proved, against Mr. Miller; but that 

e had suffered the bond books to remain behind hand. Mr. 
Miller came into office in 1836, and these books had not heen 
written up from 1832, and could not have been broughtup in 
time to have detected the defaication of Swartwout, without the 

- employmentof à much larger number of clerks than he hadin 
the office, unless other important business had been neglected. 
After the defalcation of Swartwout was discovered, Mr. Miller 
saw the error in suffering these bond books to remain unattend- 
ed to; but, like many after thoughts and discoveries in life, it 
came too late. Mr. B. repeated that the report of the Investiga. 
ting Commitee proved that all he had said in the remarks he 
had made was literatly true, and that Mr. Miller stood charged 
with nothing more thai what he had asserted, 

Mr. WISE again corrected Mr. Brown in relation to this last 
explanation, reading (afer some interruptions on points ‘of or- 
der) at some length from the report for this purpose. 
` Mr. CUSHING, without farther remarks, yielded the floor. 

Mi. HOLMES said he did not rise to enter into what the 
House seemed to deem worthy of much debate, viz: the merits 
or demerits ofa certain officer; but to call its consideration to 
one of the gravest questions ever mooted since he had had the 
honor of a seatihere. He knew not whose mind it was that 
had conceived this imposing idea of coercing the remeval 
of obnoxious Executive officers by withholding the ap- 
propriation necessary to pay their salary, If was acon- 
sepion of genius, and indicateda mind capable of great things. 

hether for good or for evil, the thought was pregnant with 
momentous consequences. The question was, whether the 
Constitution had intended that the action of this Government 
should be uniform. and harmonious, and had so separated the 
functions ofthe several Departments oft that cach should re- 
main Independent of the others, and that all shoald act together 
for the public good; or was it the intention of the framers of 
the Constitution that the House of Representatives should have 
the power of coercing the Executive Department, and stopping 
its action altogether whenever, in its judgment, the Executive 
was engaged in a course of action injurious to liberty? Mr. H. 
denied that the Honse could do constitutionally any such thing. 
For, if it had such a power, then, beyopd all question, that 
House was the sole, exclusive, supreme judge how the duties 
ofthe Exccutive were performed, What! could the Honse of 
Representatives by indirection annul the action both of 
President and ofthe Senate? fat the accession o 
dent he found the officers of Government all faithfully dis- 
charging their respective duties, but that House uniler the 
məst violent partisan feeling, could it be right that, under ihe 
impulse of that feeling, the House should possess the power ta 
overturn the appointing and removing power of the President, 
destroy the power vested by the Cons iiution ia him and in the 
Senate? If it could withhokl dne salary it conil withhold an- 
other; itcoald ail, or any. Althougha President might be a 
great partisan leader, whose rule was “worse thon war, pesti 
Tence and famine.” still couldose louse of the Legislature de- 
stroy his whole Executive functions, aud leave him withoutan 
officer? Would any gentleman contend for that? 

The gentleman from Massachuseus [Mr, Cusine] and the 
gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Uxperwovp,] though opposed 
to each other, had both claimed the anaiogy of the British Go- 
verament, Mr. H. was astonished that men of so much learn- 
ing should advance such aa argument. There was no analcgy 
between the cases; none whatever. The British Parliament 
claimed to be the supreme power, and as such could stop all 
the functions of Goverament of every kind, If Congress, if the 
House of Representatives, was the supreme power in this 
conntry, thenthe argument was sound; otherwise, it was worth 
just nothing, It was said that that House repyesested the 
whole American people, and therefore it was the supreme 
power. True, it did numerically represent the people, but not 
the Statesas such, and not the union of both. Andto say that 
it could virtually destroy the power both of the Senate and the 

President, was toanpiy a lever, on this petty fulerum of an Au- 
ditor of the Treasury, which would upheave the foundatioa of 
our whole civil polity and lay the Government in ruins. ` 

Mr. Lt ained the floor, and moved that the commiitee 
rise; which motion prevailing, 


The committee rose and reported progress. 
And thereupon the House adjourned. 


Saroepay, March 12. (842. 
y s read and approved, 
offer the following resolution; 


The joarns 
Mr. GREED 
which was read for 
Resolved, That il ae 
structed to inquire into the expediency af inc 
upon wines, silks, linens, and luxuries generally, imported into 
the United States from Governmenis receiving tobacco pro 
duced in the United States and imposing heavy duties theron, 
twenty per centum ad valorem from and after the —— day of 
-o 2942; with an additional increase of twenty per centum ad 
alorem annually, until said Governments reduce the duties on 


and Means be in- 
asing the duties 


| ing due at the rate of six per cent. per annum until they shall + 


‘able semi-annually at the Treasury of the Uni:ed States on the 


tobacco produced in the United States arid received mto their 
ports tothe same scale of duties levied upon such articles afore- 
said received in the ports of the United States. : 

Mr. COOPER inquired of the Speaker if this was in order? 

Mr. GREEN md -it-was a matter of reference merely. 
There might be some difference of opinion as to what commit- 
tee the reference should be made; but in his opinion the proper 
reference, as this was a matter of revenue entirely, would be to 
the Committee of Ways and Means a 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina objected to the resolu- 


tion. 

Rice GREEN moveda suspension of the rules to enable him to 
offer it. 5 
And the question being taken, to House refused to suspend the 
rules. X F = 

Mr. THOMPSON of Kentucky asked the House, at this time, 
to go into committee for the purpose of considering the bill to 
extend the time for-selling the lands.granted to the incorporated 
Kentucky Asylum for teaching the deaf and dumb. 

Mr. M. A. COOPER objected—as, he said, he would do to 
every thing not in the regular order of business, unless he could 
be allowed to offer a bill which he had ineffectually asked leave 
on a former day to present. 

Mr. GIDDINGS called for the orders of the day. 

Mr. THOMPSON moved a suspension of the rules for 
the purpose of going into committee on the bill referred to 
by him; remarking that it appropriated nothing, and could 
hot take up more than a few moments of the time of the 

onse. 

nand ihe question being taken, the House refused to suspend 
the rules. 

Mr. BOWNE, on leave, presented the petition of E. ©. 
Adams and two hundred and four citizens of Liverpool, Onon- 
daga county, New York, on behalf of the American prisoners 
at Van Dieman’s Land. 

THE LOAN RILL, 

Mr. FILLMORE, on leave given, reported from the Commit- 
teeof Waysand Means, the following amendments to the toan 
bill, which (without: being read) were laid on the table and or- 
dered to be printed. . 

At the end of the second section add: 

“As shall be agreed upon and determined at the time of issu- 
ing said stock.” 4 

After the 3d section add: 

Sec. 4, And beit further enacted, That the proviso to the 
2d section of said actis hereby repealed, and the Secretary of 
the Treasury ia hereby authorized to cause the stock hereafter 
to be issued to be disposed of at the highest price which he can 
obtain for the same, after advertising’a reasonable time for pro- 
posals, andno stock whatever shall be sold without previous 
advertisement, below par. 

Sec. 5. And beit further enacted, That the moneys arisirg 
from duties on goods, wares, and merchandise which may be 
importe into the United States, be, and the same are hereby, 
pledged for the payment and redemption of the stock hereafter 
to he issned under and by virtue of this act, and the said act of 
July twenty-first, eighteen hundred and forty-one, hereby 
amended, and so much thereof as may be necessary to pay the 
interest on said stock and redeem the same when due, is hereby 
appropriated to thatobject,to be applied by the Secretary of 
Treasury to such payments and redemption. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty 
of the Secretary of the Treasury to report to Congress, at the 
commencement of the next session, the amount of money bor- 
rowed under this act, and the act hereby amended, and of whom 
and upon what terms it shall have been obtained, with an ab- 
stract or brief statement of all the proposals submitted for the 
samo, distinguishing between those accepted and those re- 
jected; and a detailed statement of the expenses of making such 
loans. 

After the 4th section add: 

Src. 8. And be it further enacted, That al! Treasury notes 
heretofore issued under the act entitled “An act to authorize 
the issning of Treasury notes,” approved the {2th day of Ocio. 
ber, 1837, and the acis subsequent thereto, and now outstanding 
and unredeemed, or which may hereafter ke issued under and 
by virtue of the same, shall, if due and unpaid before the Sth 
day of March, 1842, bear interest at the rate of six per cent, 
per annum from that day; and when they may become due 
hereafter, or may have become due since the said Sh day of 
March, 1842. shall bear interest from the day of their se becom- 


he respectively redeemed: Provided, That such interest shall 
cease at the expiration of sixty days’ notice, to be given at any 
time, by the Secretary of the Treasury, in one or more of the 
principal papers published at the seat of Government of a rea- 
diness to redeem the same. And the said interest shall be pay- 


first days of Jannary and July in every year. 

Strike out the 5th section. and in the title the words: 

“and for an addition of five millions of dollars thereto,” and 
add “for allowing intereft on Treasury notes due’? 

Mr. GIDDINGS hoped the House would agree to pass at once 
to the consideration of private bills. 

The SPEAKER announced the regular business of the morn- 
ing hour to be the motion to print the report, (m part,) made on 
a former day, from the Committee on the Judiciary, declaring it 
inexpedient toamend the Bankrupt law so as to include asso. 
ciations and corporations issuing notes or bills for circulation 
as money. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT was enti led to the floor. He was under- 
stood to express his desire that the arrangement entered into £ 
yesterday between the gentleman from Ohio {Mr. Gippines] 
andthe chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means {Mr. 
Fintaore] should be carried out. And, that he might noc ap- 
pear to act in bad faith as to that arrangement, he would cheer- 
may waive his right to the floor for the morning hour of this 

ay. 

Whereupon the House, on mation of Mr. GIDDINGS, and 
by common consent, passed to the specialorders of the day, be- 
ing the consideration of— 

PRIVATE BILLS. 

The following bills, heretofore reported to the House from 
the Committee of ths Whole, were ordered to be engrossed | 
for a third reading: 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives of Col. Wm. 
Piatt. 


A bil for the relief of Frederick Hopkins. 
Abill in favor of Ellen Turney. 

A bill for the relief of Joab Hawkins. 

A bill for the relief of William Harper, 


A bill for the relief of William Fitzgerald. 

A-bill for the relief of David Freelove. a 

A bill granting a pension to Sarah Decker, widow of Samuel 
Decker, deceased. ~ 

A bill for the relief of Mary Campbell, widow of John 
Campbell. 

A bill for the relief of Huldah Farlow. 

A bill for the relief of Esther Parrott, 

A bill for the relief of Maria Fowler. 

-A bill for the relief of Clarissa Turney. 

A bill for the relief of Elizabeth. Gresham, widow of George 
Gresham. , E 

A bill granting a pension to Margaret Jamison, 

Abili for the relief of Margaret Barnes, widow of Elijah 
Barnes. © f ; 

A bill granting®a pension to David Waller. 

A bill fox the relief of Joseph Bassett: * 

A bill for the relief of Huldah Tucker. 

Abill granting a pension to William Rand, 

A bill for the rellef of the heirs of Joseph Plumb. 


t A bill forthe relief of Joel Tiffany. 


A bill for the relief of Mary Francis. 
A bill for the relief of Sarah Woodward. 
A bill for the relief of Betsy Vreeland. 
A bill granting a pension to Daniel Story. 
A bil! for the relief of Jonathan Britton. 
A bill granting a pension to John Black, of the State of Geor- 
1a. 
j A bill for the relief of James Phelps. 
A bill for the relief of Asahel Kmngsley. 
A bill for the relief of Mary Ripley. 
A bill granting a pension to Esther Sawyer. 
A bill for the relief of Sarah Moore. 
A bill for the relief of Mary Summers, 
A bill for the relief of Grace Sears, 
A bill for the relief of Mary Johnson. 
A bill forthe relief of Mary Wolfe, of Pennsylvania. ; 
A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Howe, of Avon, New York. 
A bill for the relief of Sarah Besley. 
A bill for the relief of Dorothy Bowman. ` 
A bill torthe relief. of Efte Van Ness. 
A bill forthe relief of Amos Hunting. 
‘A bill for the relief of Anselm Bailey. 
A bill granting a pension to Elizabeth Fitch, widow of Dr. 
William Fitch, deceased, with an amendment. 
A bill for the relief of Mary Congleton, widow of Moses Con- 
gleton, deceased. — ; 
A bill for the relief of the heirs of Seth Chapin, 
A bill for the relief of Samuel Edgecomb. 
A bill for the relief of Samuel Crapin. 
A bill for the relief of George Shefer. 
Abill for the relief of Randolph Carter. 
The following bills were read a third time and passed: 
A bill for the relief of the legal representatives of Colonel 
William Piatt. 
A bill for the relief of Frederick Hopkins.. 
A bill in favor of Ellen Turney. 
A hill for the relief of Joab Hawkins. 
A bill for the relief of William Harper, 
A bil! for the relief of William Fitzgerald, 
A bill for the relief of David Freelove. 
A bill for granting a pension to Sarah Decker, widow of Sa- 
muel Decker, deceased, 
A bill for the relief of Mary Campbell, widow of John Camp. 


A bill for the relief of IHuldah Farlow. 

A bill for the relief Esthet Parrott. 

A bill for the relief cf Clarissa Turney. 

A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Gresham, widow of George 


for the reliefof the heirs of Joseph Plumb, 

A bill for the reliefof Joel Tiflany. 

A bill for the relief of Mary Francis. 

A bill granting a pension to Daniel Story. 

for the reliefof Jonathan Britton. 

granting a pension of John Black, of the State of 


Georgia. 

A bill for the relief of James Phelps. 

A bill for the relief of Asahel Kingsley. 

A bill for the relief of Mary Ripley. . 

A bill granting a pension to Esther Sawyer. 

A bill for the relief of Sarah Moore. 

A bill for tbe relief of Mary Johnson. 

A bill for the relief of Mary Wolfe, of Pennsylvania, 

A bill for the relief of Dorothy Bowman, 

A bill for the relief of Effe Van Ness. 

A bill for the reliefof Amos Hunting. 

A bill for the relief of Anselm Bailey, 

A bill granting a pension to Elizabeth Fitch, widow of Dr, 
Wm. Fiich, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Seth Chapin, 

A bill for the relief of Samuel Edgecomb. 

A bill for the reliefof Samuel Crapin, 

A bill for the relief of George Shefiler. 

A bill for the relief of Randolph Carter. 

The bill for the relief of Maria Fowler, coming up on ita 
third reading, was debated by Messrs, SPRIGG, TALIAFER- 
RO, MATHIOT, and HOPKINS. 

Mr. H. moved that the bill be laid on the table; which motion 
by ayes 42 noes 78, was rejected. : 

So the bill was not laid on the table. 

And the question recurring on the third reading thereof— 

Phe debate was further coptinned by Messrs. SMITH of Vir- 
ginia, TALIAFERRO, REYNOLDS, and LINN. 

On motion of Mr. MORGAN, by general consent, the bill wag 
laid aside, in order to proceed with those to which no objection 
was made, 


The following Senate bills were read a third time a : 

A bill granting a pension to Margaret Jamison, nd passed: 

A biij for the relief of Margaret Barnes, widow of Elijah 
Barnes. 

A bill granting a pension to David Waller, 

A bill for the relief af Joseph Bassett. 

A bill for the relief of Huidah Tucker. 

A bill granting a pennin to Wiiliam Rand. 

The following bills coming up, were laid aside by e 
consent, objections being made to the passage terest? sepsral 

A bill for the relief of Sarah Woodward. 

A bill for the relief of Betsy Vreeland. 

A bill granting a pension to Esther Sawyer, 

A bill for the relief of Mary Summers, ss 
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A vill for the relief of Grace Sears, 

_ A bill for the relief of Mary Johnson. Š : : 

A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Howe, of Avon, New York. 
~ A bill for the relief of Sarah Besley. 

A‘bill for the relief of Mary Congleton, widow'of Moses Con- 
gieton. i 

On motion of Mr. UNDERWOOD, (made with a view of 
revising the report,) the unfavorable report on the case of Sa- 
lemn M. Ashbury, was referred to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. CHITTENDEN called up the bill forthe relief of Mary 
Johnson on its passage. 

The report accompanying the bill was read, and, -afier some 
conversation by Messrs. SMITH of Virginia, the SPEAKER, 
TALIAFERRY, and RODNEY— fy 

The question was taken, and the hill was passed. 

Mr. GIDDINGS moved that the House resolve itself into 
Committee of the whole, for the purpose of taking up the pri- 
vate calendar. 

Mr. BARNARD asked leave to report from the Committee 
on the Judiciary, and that the House would now consider a. bill 
which had become absolutely necessary to be considered and 
passed, and to which he was sure there would be no objections. 
lt wag a bill for a singie section only, and he hoped the House 
would now take it up and act on it. He appealed to the gentle- 
man from Ohio [Mr. Ginpines] to withdraw his motion for this 
purpose. 

> (The bill alluded to wasa bill to provide for the selection. and 
return of jurors for the courts of the United States in any of the 
States where they have not been able to conform the designa- 
tion and empannelling in substance to the locat Jaws and usage, 
and was drawn up under a resolution presented by Mr. J. Ru IN- 
GERSOLL yesterday, with especial present reference to the courts 
of the State of Pennsylvania. ] 

Mr. G. declined to withdraw his motion. 

And, after some desultory conversation, the question was 
taken onthe motion of Mr. G. and the vote stood—ayes 38, noes 
67; no quorum. 

« Mr. KENNEDY, of Maryland, moved that. the House ad- 
journ. s 

..On which motion the yeas and nays having been asked and 
ordered, Mr. K. withdrew the motion. 

Mr ©. H. WILLIAMS renewed the motion to adjourn. 

. The question was taken—the yeas and nays having been asked 
and ordered—-and the House, by yeas 33, nays 93, refused to ad- 
journ, . 

And the question recurring on the motion that the House re- 
solve itself into Committee of the Whole, the vote stood—ayes 
69, noes52; no quorum. 7 ; 

Mr. J. G. FLOYD moved that the House adjourn; but before 
the question was taken — , 

Mr. HALSTED, chairman of the Committee on Elections, 
gave notice that he should, on Monday, move to take up the re- 

ort of that committee on the contested election case of Joshua 

owell. 

Mr. BARNARD withdrew his proposition to report the bill 
above mentioned, there bemg no quorum present, giving no- 
tice, at the same time, that he would renew the motion on 
Monday. 

_ The question on the motion of Mr. Froyp was then taken, 
and prevailing— i 
The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Mownpay, March L4, 1842. 
Mr. BAGBY, Senator from Alabama, who had been confined 


:to hia room by indisposition, appeared in his seat to-day. 


THE EYES OF THA PEOPLE TURNED TO THEIR RE- 
PRESENTATIVES. i 
Mr. CLAY presented a petition, numeronsly signed by citi- 


-gens of Western Pennsylvania, complaining of the conduct ‘of 


Congress. The petitioners state that Congress assembled on the 
1st of December to adopt measures for the welfare of the coun- 
try, and that it was now in March, and they had looked in vain 
to find that they had accomplished any of the objects for which 
Congress was convened. ‘ihey say that the continuance of 
Congress in session is attended with great expense tothe people, 
and as there appaars to be little prospect of doing their duty, 
they hoped Congress would adjourn, Mr. C. was sorry to say 
that there. was some foundativa for the complaint. 

Mr. C. also presented a memorial (rom Orleans county, New 
York, in which they complain ofthe long debates and disgrace- 
ful scenes of disorder in Congress, and the Gonseyuent ne- 
glect of the public basiness; and stating that a large 
portion of time is consumed in personal invective ; 
which they say is unworthy of a deliberative assembly, and has 
been carried to such an extent as to forfeit the respect of the 
country and the civilized world; and pray thata thorough re- 
form may be made of those causes of complaint. To accom- 
plish which, they recommend the abolition or regulation of pay 
for mileage, the reduction of their pay to five dollars, the aboli- 
tion of the franking privilege, the curtailment of the quantity of 
stationery heretofore consumed, the adoption of the ons hour 
rule, and the passage of a law fiatug the fourth of March in each 
year as the period of adjournment, thereby limitiog the long 
sessions of Congress; and the enforcement of the rules to pre- 
serve the decorum and digoity of the body, by the expulsion or 
censure of such as indulge in personal invecive. He hoped 
some of the reforms which have been indicated will take place. 
He did not know wichh was the proper committee it should go 
to, butis was his impression it should go to the Committe on Fi- 


nance. f 
Mr. BUCHANAN thought it should go to the Retrenchment 
Committee. E 
Mr. SEVIER thought it should be referred to the Committee 
on Manufactures, as that committee proposes to regulate the 
value of fabor. g , A 
On motion of Mr. EVANS, the memorial was laid on the 
table. E oe TA 2 A 
Mr. CLAY also presented a petition of Catharine Rinker and 
Mary D. Wade. asking that the iaw under which they heretofore 
received a pension may be revived: reierred to the Committee on 
Pensions. i = pine 
Also, presented a memorial froma number of citizens of Nor- 
waik, Huron county, Ohio, calling the attention of Congress to 
the propriety of continuing the improvements in the mouth 
of Vermilion river. They state that considerable «progress 
has been made in the accomplishment of that object, under an 
appropriation heretofore made. and ask a further appropriation: 
referred to che Committee on Roads and Canals. i 
Me. CLAY said he had another petition which he desired to 
present. twas from Margaret Blennerhasset, the widow. of a 
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gentleman ofthat name whe formerly lived upon an island in 
the Ohio river, and who was supposed to bein some way con- 
nected with the famous enterprise ef Colonel Burr. This lady 
he had seen in. company with her husband inthe winter of 
1805 or 6, he believed; in the city of Lexington, aud he could 
safely assert thatshe was then one ofthe most beautiful and ac 
complishsd of her sex thathe hadeverseen. She wasan Irish 
lady, and in addition to her own personal merits, had the ad- 
vantage of being connected with ihe family. of the illustrious 
Emmett. Her iushand wasa manofmuch learning and abi- 
lity, a distinguished member of the legal profession, of a literary 
turn of mind, and wholly unfit for any such purpose as the 
world supposed him to be connected with Barr to accomplish. 
History, however, informed them that a connection existed, and 
in consequence of'such connection 8lennerhasset and his fa- 
mily were obliged to surrențger their beautiful residence, and to 
leave the island which they bad, with much expense and care, 
ailorned and beautified. He (Afr. Chay) recollected having vi- 
sited that isiand in the spring of 1837. ‘There were then to be 
seen the remains ofits former beautiful condition, its ommament- 
ed grounds, gravelled walks, shrubberies, flower gardens, and 
the house itself nt yet totally destroyed; every thing betoken- 
ing the residence of a gentleman of taste and fortune, and bear- 
ing testimony also to those dilapidations which constitute the 
object of the petition, which he now asked leave tw present to 
the Senate. 

It appeared from the petition, and he (Mr. Cray) entertained 
no doubt of the correctness of the statement, from circumstan- 
ces within his own knowledge. that in consequence of the occu: 
pation of the place by a military force, consisting of fifty or 
one hundred soldiers, who were under little or no control, and 
were consequently very riotous and disorderly in their conduct, 
that a great deal of injury was committed upon the walls and 
the furniture. The testimony which accempanied the peti- 
tion, proceeded from Mr. Neville, a member of one of the 
most distinguished families in the State in which he lives, 
Tiistestimeny went to show the devasiation Which bad been 
committed upon the property by throwing down the fences 
and leaving the growing crops exposed to be destioyed, and 
other culrages, and ravages toa very great extent. 

This lady, said Mr. Cray, is now in extreme indigence; 
she has returned recently to this country from her na- 
tive land, and is now residing in the city of New York, 
with a son who is wholly incapable of rendering any 
assistance to his amiable mother, in her destitute condi- 
tion. She has forborne for several years to present her claim, 
because of the prejudices which she supposed must have ex: 
isted against her late hushand, in consequence of his alleged 
connection with the schemes of Colonel Burr. She now comes 


‘| recommended to the atention of Congress, not only by the 


very beautiful letter which she has herself written to me, but 
also by a letter from Mr. Emmett, the son of that distin- 
guished Emmett who sought an asylum upon our shores, and 
a brother of that Emmet: who so nobly distinguished himself 
in the defence of the liberties of this country. She now pre- 
sents her claim, accompanied by the most conclusive evidence 
of the enormous injuries which had been committed upon the 
property of her late husband; injuries for which it is iacum 
bent upon this Government to make amends. The only ques- 
tion will be as to the amount; and m such a case &s this, 
where so much delay has occurred—while the injuries which 
had heen inflicted are perfectly notorious, and in considera- 
tion of the distressed condition of the applicant. I hope the 
committee will take the matter inte their early consideration, 
and that they will do ample justice to this greatly injured 
and meritorious lady. è 

Mr. CLAY then moved to dispense with the reading of the 
petition, audethat it be referred ta the Committee on Claims. 

Also presented a petition trom York, Pennsylvania, praying 
for a revision of the tarif, and the levying of:tutiessuch as will 
afford a protection to American industry, against foreign com- 
petition: referred to the Commitee on Manufactures. 

‘Mr. TALLMADRE presented a petition from the State of 
New York, praying for the »doption uf some system for the set- 
Qement ef international difficulties without recourse to arms; 
which was laid on the table. 

Also presented a memorial from Burlington, Vermont, ask- 
ing Con sto adopt the Exchequer Bank recommended by 
the President of the United States, with such modifications as 
they deem proper. Laid on the table. 

Mr, MCROBERTS presented the petition of Patton Pilcher 
and Co. mail contractors, praying relief in consequence ofa 
violation of their contract. by the Postmaster General: referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 

Mr. 'SMITIT presented a petition from ciuzens of Henry 
county. Indiana, amainst the annexation of Texas to the United 
States: laid on the table, 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the proceedings of a large meet- 
ing held in Lebanon, Pennaylvania, without distinction of par- 
ty, attributing all the emba nenis and evils under which 


the country labora, to the effect of the compromise act. They 
say that the remedy for these evils cons so much io the 


tof Excheqner, F 
onal Bank, nor the compi 
sumption ofspecie-paymenis by the banking institutions in the 
several States; but that the cf from existing evits can alone 
be obtained by establishment of a judicious discriminating ta 
iff: referred tothe Committee on Manufactures. 
so presented two memorials from Pennsylvania, asking 
rotection to the ion interests, by the re-establishment of the 
tariff of duties of 1834. | 
Also, a memorial from York, Pa. complaining of the disad- 


estaplishm nt y 
pendent Treasury, or N 


- vantages ofthecompromise act, and praying the establishment 


of a protective tarii, which were referred to the Committee cn 
Manufactures 

Also prese 
asking the pa 
the fine of S10 
in 1815, in Low A 
declaring martial law: 
Clary, 
~ Mr 


. imposed on him by fadge Hall 
rging his daty to his country by 
o the Committee en the Judi- 


moria! from the warrant offi- 
e jaws fixing the com- 
com- 


cersofths navy, askir 
pensation of the navy, 
pensation: referredto the Committe r3. 
PRACTICAL EFCONOMY—REDUCTION OF THE PAY 
OF MEMBERS OF CONGRESS. 
Mr. WRIGHT prosented a petition, numerously signed, from 
Onondaga county, New York, praying that Congress wil} pass 
a law reducing the pay of members of Congress to five dollars 
per day; referredto the Committee on Reirenchment. 


| 
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Mr. SMITH of Indiana, fronithe Committee on Püblic Lande, 
to which the resolution was referred relative:to the claim of 
Phidelia Stevens to bounty land for the services of her father, 
reported a bill for her relief; which was read, and ordered to.a 
second reading. ` Í Kp see 

Also, from the same committee, to which was referréd:the. 


' petition of Elisha Burnett, a soldier of the last war; for*bounty. 


land, reported.a bill for his relief; which was read, aud ordered 
toa second. reading. s Ras atte 

Also, from the same committee, to which. wae referred the 
petition of Emanda W.. James, relative to a pre-emption claim, 
reported a bill for his relief, which was read and ordered. to a 
second reading. 

Also from the same committee, to cover-all ‘cases of claims 
for bounty land, reported a bill to provide for satisfying claims 
for bounty land for military service in the jast war wiih Great 
Britain; which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

On motion of Mr. SMITH, the Committee on Pubic Lands 
was discharged fromehe further consideration of all the resolu- 
tions and petitions referred to it upon the subject of the issue 
and Jocation of Virginia Military Land Warrants, and they 
were referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. GRAHAM, from the Commitee on Claims, to which had 
been referred House bill for the reliefof Conrad House, report» 
ed the same back with a special report in favor of its inde- 
finite postponement, which was ordered to be printed. 

Also, reported froni the same committee 2 bill for the relief of 
William Polk, of the State of Indiana, which was read and or- 
dered to asecond reading. 

Mr. WITE presented additional documents relative to this 
case, which were referred to the Committee on Claims, 

On motion of Mr. KING, it was $ 

Resolved, That the Commiitee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into she expediency of authong- 
ing and requiring the Postmaster General to pay to Kinkle and 
Carothers the amount of certain drafts in their favor, which the 
deputy pastmaster on whom they were drawn failed to pay. 

Mr. KING presented documents on the subject of this claim, 
which were referred to the same committee, * 

On motion of Mr. BARROW, it was i 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs he instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of an immediate appropria- 
tion by Congress for the construcion of a war steamerson the 
most improved plan, for the defence of New Orleans, to be con- 
structed at some suitable point on the waters ofthe Mississippi 
river. 

On motion of Mr. BATES, it was ordered that the petition 
and papers in the case ofthe heirs of Gen. William Eaton, be 
ren from the files and referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs ` 

Mr. YOUNG submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of granting a township of land to 
the State of Illinois, for the purpose of aiding the establishment 
of an institution, chartered by the Legislature of the State, for 
the education of deaf and dumb within its limits, 

Mr. YOUNG said, in presenting this resolution, he was re- 
qnested tosiate that the General Assembly of Hiinois had some 
three or four years ago granted a charter or passed sume act of 
incorporation forthe education of the deaf and dumb in that 
Siate. Thata beard of trustees had been appointed for its 
management, and a small appropriation made by way ofa bes 
ginning, birt totally inadequate to place the institution on a pers 
manent basis, He said ic had been ascertained by the tate cen- 
sus, that this unfortunate class of our fellow beings in the State 
of Ilinois alone, numbered near three hundred eouls, The 
question now forcibly presents itself to the Senate ‘and to the 
country, whether they shall be suffered to remain intheir pree 
sentdark and benighted condition, or sbalil they be elevated by 
a system of education, now known to be pracveal, to intellec 
tual enjoyment, and such of their faculties as lie dormant, for 
the want of properinstruction, brought into active being, and 
made subservient to many of the useful employments in Hifa, 
concerning which they probably in their uneducated condition 
have little or no conception. Congress has already made libes 
ral grants of landinall the new States and Territories for the 
purposes of ordinary education .n onr common schools, and for 
the higher branches of instruction in our colleges, academies, 
and universities, but no provision has been made as yet for the 
more unfortunate of our youth, Who are deprived of two of the 
most important, useful and interesting of the facuhies with 
which mankind are usually bi , and for whose benefit the 
yesolntion under consideration has been presented. He con. 
cluded by hoping that the Committee on Public Lands would 
give to thesubject all the consideration its importance demand. 
ed, and that a liberal grant of land would wot be withheld for 
so humane and charitable a purpose. 

Phe resolution was then adopted, and referred to the Conr. 
mittee on Public Lands. i 

Mr, SUITE of Indiava remarked that the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands had the whoie subject before it, and said that he had 
no doubt that that committee would report a generel biH on the 
subject, inasmuch as two of the States, Connecticut and Ken- 
tucky, had already received donations ior that laudable object. 

The resolution was adopted. r 

The foliowing engrossed bills were taken up read the third 
the third time and passed, viz. 

The dill for the reile! of Jacques Bon and Alexander Cole» 
man, and their lega representatives, k 

The bill confirming the claim of the heirs of Joseph Thomp- 
son, senior, deceased, toa tract of land in the State of Missouri, 
a 


nd : 
The bill for the relief of the heirs of Sebastian Butcher, and 
the heirs and jega! representatives of Bartholomew Butcher, 
Michael Buicher aud Peter Bloom. g a 
Numerous bilis from the House of Representatives, ora pri 
yate nature, wereread twice and appropriately referred to the 
ading Committees. 7 p 
SMe ROBERTS hoped the Senate would take up the bill 
which was under discussion several days ago, amendatory ai 
much of the distribution act as, relates’ to pre-emptions, and 
his athendment removing certam, resirictions npon Phe bil 
tion rights therefrom. He said it was desirable thatthe br l 
shouid be passed as soon as possible, if passed atall. 7 F roeie 
mations ot land sales to take place sovn in several owe ha 
boen advertised, and if any change was to be made in the olicy 
of the extra session on pre-emptions, it should be made before 
these land sales take place. Tt was just to the settlers that it 
should be done. He hoped, therefore, the Senate would gratify 
him by taking up the bill and passing it to-day. 


Mr, CLAY interposed, and trusted the Senate would proceed, 


40. the consideration .of the special order—his resolutions on 
“felrenchment.and reform. He, however, yielded to the solici- 
„tation of 5 r 7 
My. YOUNG, on whose motion the Senate took up the. reso- 
lution submitted on Friday, which was read as follows, viz: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be instructed to com- - 


muniçate to the Senate the report of Joba Flanagan, superin- 
tendent of the Upper Mississippi.lead mines, together with his 
correspondence with the Ordaance Department upon the sub- 
ject, since his appointment to that office. A 
_ Mr. PRESTON moved to amend the resolution by adding the 
following words: .._ 7 : 

“And all information in the possession of the Department re- 
specting these lands.” Fek ; 

Mr. YOUNG accepted the amendment asa modification, and 
the resolution was adopted. k J 

RETRENCHMENT AND REFORM. | 

The Senate then took up the resolutions of Mr: Cray, to in- 
crease the tariff above the maximum of the Com promise act; to 
repeal that provision of the Distribution act, which requires its 


operation to be suspended if a duty of more than 20 per cent. be” 


demanded to support the Government; to retrench and econo- 
mize the expenses of Government. 
To which Mr. Wricur had proposed amendments—in favor 


of practical economy, by abolishing useless offices; by lopping 


ofall unnecessary expenses in Congress and all the Depart- 
ments of the Government; and by repealing the Distribution act, 
so as to render any increase of the tariffabove the Cumpromise 
act, or any new burdens on the people, unnecessary. 

Mr, CHOATE obtained the floor. and spoke for upwards of 
an hour in favor ofthe resolutions generally, but particularly 
in relation to that recommending an increase of tariff, That ie. 
solution he considered involved the whole ground of discus- 
sion; and the manner in which the subject should be disposed 
of this session of Congress was for years, perhaps generations, 
to decide the fate of great and important interests on the pros- 
perity or downfall of which depended the whole fabric ofna- 
tional power, The tariff to be now adjusted may, he conceived, 
either give permanency to vital sources of prosperity, or para- 
jyze them so that they shall remain. prostrate long after future 
efforts to resuscitate them. 

He maintained that this Government had the constitutional 
power to protect and encourage American industry; and that it 
was to be found in the taxing power, sanctioned and authorized 
by tha clause in the Constitution which delegated the power to 
regulate commerce. Ie contended that under these powers 
there was a co-operating duty imperative on. the Government 
to aiford home industry full protection, regardless of every one 
and every thing, but the obvious intention of the Constitution: 
and that intention was to be traced with certainty from aban. 
dance of cotemporaneous evidences. ‘This, he argued, was the 
true and only true American policy. He considered the Genc- 
raul Government not only bound to protect, butto bring to Jife 
every source of prosperity in ths country. ~ 

Ile cantended that diserimination was to be cari to any ne- 
cessary extent forthe accomplishment of this obi ct, and that 
Congress conld, under the Constitution, exempt from duty any 
articles it pleased, and put what duties it though: proper on 
ethers, and, above all, could, and ought, to adjust the tari by 
the home valuation alone, 

He denied that there was any thing in the compromise act to 
debar a recurrence to the protective system, after the expira- 
tion ofthe nine years of reduction. We insisted that Mr. Madi- 
gon, from the year 1789 to the close of his life, had always con- 
tended that this power was found in the clause authorizing Con- 
gress to regulate commeres with the world. In proofof this, he 
read passages from Mr. Madison’s messages and felters, He 
considered Mr. Madison good authority for the power given by 
“the Constitution, — j P 

Congress, he maintained, was nuthotized by the Constitution 
fally and amply, in the clause for the regulation of commerce 
todo and perform any act which, according to the vocabulary 
of the time, contd be deemed and taken to be an actin forthe- 
rance of the regulation of coma oven if reaching to the to- 
tal exclusion of foreign imports, avering injuriousiy domestic 
commerce. This presumption is paramount till the contrary is 
proved; and the contrary bad never yet heen proved. I neyer 
had been shown that the language of the Consutution did not 
mean what the friends of protection const ue it to mean, sup- 
ported by the contemporaneous lan very commercial 
county ofthat time. He argued that inthe year 1787 or 1789, the 
torm to "regulate commerce” meant a power lo pass any law 
deemed necessary for the protection of siomestic industry, Io 
denied that any comercial country of that day understood the 
phrase in any other sense. Tn support of this, he took a gene- 
ral review of British legislation at that period. He also re- 
viewed the conlrovery of the mother conny with her transat 
kantie colonies on the subject of the samp ast, and averred 
thar, throughout this controversy, every Speaker and every 

i very politician~—understood the right waintained hy 
t Government to protectand encourage Us own ma- 
facturing interests rested on its power “to rezulate com- 
2 On this ject he quoted many authoritiss, chiefly 
speeches aud politicians of England and this country, from the 
year 1766 Co the end of the vighteenth century, and thence down 
to the present time. He maintained, from all this, th 
opinions and arguments being familiar to the tramer 
Constitution, they could understand the 
commerce” in no other sense than that w 
prevailed at the time. This he cons 
evidence that the intention of the framers of the Con- 
Btitution was 
couracgemen 


ro 
for the very purp home industry against for- 
cign competition; and for the purpose of regulating commerce 
with other nations, soas to check the importation of goods in- 
terfering with domestic manufactures, and to give home indus- 
try animpetus, which would d lopeall ihe resources ofthe 
country essential forthe supply a conaumption ofthe confede- 
ration, whether in terms of peace or war. 

In fulfilment ofthe desire of the people for a strong Govern- 
ment, he contended ihat toef ke purposes they had j 
view, the present constitution was c ammiaterd, € ung, 
the legislative department of tł neral Government, 
with the power to afford the fullest measure of pro- 
tection deemed necessary for the development of home re- 
sources and home industry, to the manufacturm: interests: am] 


$ 


n of protecting 
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therefore he assumed that the strongest presumptive evidence 
existed that- no- other meaning than that entertained by: the 
friends of protection, could be given to the power to-regulate 
commerce—even to. the total. exclusion of foreign manufac- 
tured articles, which cheek and compete with domestic manu- 
factures. : 

. Whar, after all, he asked, was this power, but a power to pro- 
tect the labor of this country fram being bound down and. para- 
lyzed by the pauper laber of foreign nations? The only ques- 
tion could be, whether the nation or the States should 
have the power of this protecting domestic labor; and arguing 
from the analogous powersdelegated by the Constitution—the 
taxing power, treaty power, and power to make peace or war, 
as well-as every other. accorded tothe General Government, 
he maintained that the protective power belonged to the 
game delegated agency, and .was to be found in the 
taxing power and. tie power to regulate commerce. 
He reiterated that this power. was demanded by the peo- 
ple in the formation of the new Constitution; and referred 
to the processions of tradesconyened totelebrate as a jubilee 
the insertion of this power to regulate commerce, in the Con- 
stitution, asa full and satisfactory protection of their interests. 
He also referred to the debates of the Convention; to show that 
the strongest argument urged against the old Confederation, 
was its inability to give ample protection to home industry, in 
consequence of not being invested with any power to regulate 
commerce. 

In conclusion, C, implored the Senate so to exercise thé powers 
of the Constitution as to be not less neglectful of national inte- 
rests than were the framers of the instrument itseif. Ifso many 
Congresses and so many Presidents had lured the manufactu- 
rersof America into the investment of all their capital, and 
much of their credit, in the promotion of home industry, would 
it, he asked, be just, wise, or politic, now, to deny them that pro- 
tection which had thus become doubly their due? 

Mr. MILLER observed that it was his desire to speak on these 
resolutions, but the hour being late, he hoped the Senate would 
go into Executive session. 7 

The Senate then went into Executive session, and shortly after 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, March 14, 1842. 

The Journal.of Saturday was read and approved. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky, renewed his request of Sa- 
turday that the Mouse wouldtake up and consider the bill to 
extend the time of selling the lands granted to the incorporated 
Kentucky Asylum for teaching the deaf and dumb. 

Mr. EVERETT inquired of the Speaker what was the order 
of business? 

The SPEAKER. The reception of petitions. 

Mr. EVERETT hoped the regular businesstwould be pro- 
ceeded with. f 

Mr. W, W. TRWIN called for the orders of the day. 

On leave given. (after an explanation fiom Mr. J. R. TN- 
yd of which scarce a word could be beard by the Re- 

orter)— 

Mr. BARNARD, from the Committeefon the Judiciary, re- 
ported a bill to provide for the selection and return of jurors for 
the courts of the United States where they have not been able 
to conform the designation and empannelling in substance 
to the local laws and usage. 

The bill having been read twice— 

Some explanations arose between Messrs. W. W. IRWIN 
and J. R. INGERSOLL, and the former gentleman objected to 
action on the billin its present form. 

When, on motion of Mr. CHARLES J. INGERSOLL. the 
roles of the House were suspended for the purpose of consider- 
ing the bill, 

Afer a few explanatory remarks from Mr. CHARLES 
BROWN— 

Mr. EVERETT said he would not consent that the day 
should be taken up with this bill; and he, therefore, moved the 
previous question, 

And there was a second. 

And the main question, being on ordering the bill to a third 
reading, was ordered, and, being taken, the bill was ordered to a 
third reading [at this time.] 

And the bil having heen read a third time,‘and the question 
being on the passage thereof— ; 

Mi. EVERETT moved the previous question. 

And there was a second, 

And the main question, (being on the passage of the bill,) was 
ordered, : 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN asked the yeas and nays thereon; which 
were refu 

And the question being taken, the bill was passed, 

Mr. MALLORY asked leave to make a report from the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. Objected to. 

Petitions and memorials were then called for in the order of 
the States, (commencing where it was suspended en the last 
peuition day;) and they were presented by the follawing mem- 

ers: 

Ohio: By Messrs PENDLETON, DEAN, MATHIOT 
MASON, COWEN, SWENEY, C. MORRIS, DOAN, HAS: 
TINGS, ANDREWS and MEDILL, 

{Mr. MEDILL presented resolutions of the Ohio Legislature 
instructing the Senators and requesting the Representatives in 
Congress from that State, to urge the passage of a bill refunding 
to General Jackson the fine of one thousand dolars, and costs, 
imposed on him by ajudge in Louisiana, immediately after the 
battle of New Orleans, with interest; which, is i 
was referred to the Committee of Claims. ] 

Tennessee: Mr. C. JOHNSON. 

[Mr. Cave Jonnson presented the petitions of 

Wm. B. Cooke and others, citizens of the county of Hickman 
in the State of Tennessee. t 

James Roades and others, citizens of the county of Hickman. 
Tennessee. g i 

James D. Easby and others. of the same county. 

H L. Kimble and others, citizens of the county of Montzo- 
mery, Tennessee. . E 

Wiiliam B. Mumford and others, citizens of 
county, Tennessee. 

All praying a repeal of the Bankrupt law. $ 

Mr. Jounson said these petitions were signed by many of the 
most respectahle and intelligent citizens of the State—by far- 

s, lawyers, doctors, merchants, and traders, and by Demo- 
crafs and Whigs. They denounce the law for “its retrospective 
operation? as “a flagrant violation of the righis of pro- 
perty”—that it “opens the doar for fraud and perjury” —that 


Montgomery 


on his motion, 


it will only benefit the ‘gambler in business” to the great injury 
of “sound men” and the “producing classes.” He expressed 
his concurrence with the views of his constituents, and moved 
their reference tothe Committee on the Judiciary, with instruet- 
tions to report instanter a bill postponing the operation of the 
act till the 4th of March next. 


=. Mr. Arnon asked if the instructions were now in order. 


“Mr. Turney moved acall of the House; which was nega- 
tived. ` 

Mr. CHITTENDEN moved tolay the petition, with the instruc- 
tions, on the table. 

Mr. Samson Mason called for the ayes and noes on that mo- 
tion, and 27 rose in fayor of the ayes and noes. R 

Mr. Currrorp calléi for tellers, and Mr. Brown of Tennessee 
and Mr. Boakpmawof Connecticut were appointed; 49 passed 
through the tellers, and the ayes. and noes were ordered without 
taking the negative vote, Theayes and noes were then: taken, 
as follows: ayes 80, noes 96. So the metion to lay on the table 
was negatived, ; g 

The question then recurred on the motion for the previous 


-question, which was not seconded—the vote. being 81 in the af- 


firmative, and 87in the negative.]} 

Messrs. W. B. CAMPBELL, McCLELLAN, CARUTHERS, 
ARNOLD, and M. BROWN, 

(Mr. TURNEY offered thefollowing resolution, which wes 
adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Land be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill authorizing 
the Legislature of Tennessee to sel] the Jandsset apart for the 
use of schools in said State J ; 

Kentucky: By Messrs. BUTLER, SPRIGG, GREEN, TRIP- 
LETT, OWSLEY, UNDERWOOD, and THOMAS F. MAR- 
SHALL. 

[in leave given, Mr. SPRIGG offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was adopted: 

Resolved, Thatthe Committee on Naval Affairs be, and they 
are hereby, instructed toinguire into the propriety of bring- 
ing in a bill to allow ofadvances being made fromthe Treasu- 
ry to such persons as may contract with the Navy Department 
tosupply the Department with water-rotted hemp for naval 
purposes. 

Mr. ANDREWS asked leave to offer a resolution granting 
thefuse of the Hall on Wednesday evening to the Coloniza- 
tion Society. 

Mr. SNYDER objected. f 

Mr. TRIPLETT offered the following resolution, which 
was adopted. ue; . 

Resolved, That the Committee of Foreign Affairs be, and 
they are hereby , required to inquire and report to this !touse if 
Cornelius P. Van Ness, formerly Minister to Spain fromthe 
United States, has or has not received a larger amount of mo- 
ney than he was entitled to receive by law, and what steps, if 
any, are necessary to recover hack the money so improperly 
paid. And that theletters ofthe Hon. Richard Hawes of lst 
and 30th March, 1841, andthe reply of said C. P. Van Ness be 
referred to the said committee. } 

Georgia: By Messrs. BLACK, M. A. COOPER, and NA- 
BERSHAM. 

(Mr. M. A. COOPER asked Jeave to introduce a bill and cer- 
tain resolutions; to ail of which objection was made. 

Mr. HABERSHAM, on leave given, introduced the following 
resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury communicate 
to this House whether any adjustment or settlement has been 

made of the contract entered into with the United States for the 
erection of a custom-house in the city of Savannah, in Georgia, 
prior to the year 1820, and whether any and what dispozition 
has been made of the torof land in said city purchased by the 
United States ior the erection of the sai eustom-house; and fur- 
ther, what building is now use for a custom house in said city 
and what rent paid therefor annually, and what for custom. 
house stores; and further, asto the expediency of building a 
custom-house ani} custem-louse stores in said city.) 

South Carolina: By Messrs. HOLMES, CALDWELI, BUT. 
LER, J, CAMPBELL, and ROGERS. : 

[Mr. CAMPBELL, on leave given, introducedjthe following re- 
solution, whicb. waa adopted: T 
. Resolved, That the Committee of Elections he justructed to 
inquire into the expediency of providing by law for uniformity 
in elections for Representatives to Congress, by thé establish- 
ment at he Stripi system throughout the United States. } 

“orth Carolina: ests, DEBERRY, WASHINGTON, 
and STANLY. y » WABIINGTON, 
SHEN Roi: Beats MOTENA, GILMER, STUART, 
STEEN , SMITH, SUMMERS, GOGGIN Ss. a 
POWELL. 1 i > HAYS. and 

(Mr. Ifopxins presented the petition of James L, Yost and 59 
others, ciuzens of the counties of Wythe and Smyth, praying 
for the establishment of a post route. r Praying 

Also, a petition from citizens of the counties of Washi 
and Scott, praying for oe a iment ofa post eae ne 
on his motion, were referred to the Committe. he Post 
Office and Post Roads.] 2 © on the Post 

{Mr. SrvarT of Virginia, presented the proceeding: " 
vention of ironmasters of Virginia, heid herinn ea 
in June, 1841, and the memorial of a committee of that ody, 
praying an increase of duties on iron imported from foreign 
countries. es 

Mr. S. moved that the memorial be printed. 

m Mr. he ee asked the yeas and nays on that mo- 

jon; which were ordered, and, being taken, were— 5 

ays 62. ; g n, were—-Yeas 92, 

So the motion to print was agreed to. } 

Maryland: By Mr. W. C. JOHNSON and Mr. KENNEDY 

{A message in writing was received trom the President of the 
Thited States, by the hands of Joan TYLER, jr. Esq. his priv: i 3 
Secretary. | cats 

ennsylvania: By Messrs. J. R. INGERSOLL, T y 
JAMES. J. IRVIN, W. W. IRWIN, TENRY, MARCHAND 

1 


BIDLACK, PLUMER, GUSTINE, GERRY. SNYDER. nyo 
HARD, BEESON. JACK. KEIM, C, BROWN. a 


BROOK, C. J. INGRSOLL, EDWARDS, 
TON, RAMSEY. and J. BROWN, 
(Mr. J. R INGERSOLL, on leave given, offered the 
resolution, which was adapied: 
Resolved, ‘that it be referred to the Committee o 
: s i : a ce on the M 
ciary to consider the expediency of authorizing hy law a en 
session of the District Court ofthe Eastern District of Pennsy}. 
yania.] 7: 
[Mr. PLUMER presented seven petitions, numerously signed 
asking Congress, for an appropriation to repair the harbor at 


RUSSELL, SIMON- 


following 
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Erie, Pennsylvan 
Means. i : 

Also, a petition for a mail route from Dunkirk, in the State 
of New. York, to Pittsburgh, in Peansylvania, via. Jamestown, 
Warren, Franklin, Browuingtown, Prospect, Harmony, Wex- 
ford, and Perrysville: referred to the Committee on’ the Post 
Office and Poat Roads. 

Also, the petition of Abigail Sherwood for a pension: referred 
te the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

Algo, the petition of William Richey, a soldier in the late 
war, fora pension: referred tothe Committee un Invalid Pen- 
sions. 

Also, the petition of Henry, James, a soldier of the late war, 
fora pension: referred tothe Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, the petition of Martha Olney, for a pension: re‘erred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

Also, the petition for a mail route, from Plumer post office, 
to Tionesta, Venange county, Pennsylvania: referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Buads. 

{Mr. MarcHanp presente a petition from John Mourer, and 
343 citizens of Pennsylvania, asking an imposition of dutics on 
articlesof foreign manufacture 

Also, a petition from Win. Gordon, thata warrant for boun- 
ty lands be issued to him in trust for the heirs of Daniel Gordon, 
an oldsoldier. 

(Mr. Brack offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Poust 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of esta 
biishing a mail route from WyMlusing in Pennsylvania, ‘to 
Owego, Now York. 

Also, trom White, Haven to Beaumont in Luzerne county. 
‘rom Sbickshiney to Cambria, in Luzerne county. 

From Columbus, Pennsylvania, to Shiekshiney, in Luzerne 
county, 

From Shroudsbury to Bushkill, in Pike county, 

From Honesdate to Pleasant Mount, in Wayne county. 

Mr Bipack presented a large number of petitions from nu- 
merous citizens of Northern Pennsylvania, praying for the im- 
position of such discriminaung duties upon all articles of 
Lapor, as will secure adequate protection to American in- 

ustry. à 

eval petitions from citizens of Coc county, asking the 
readjustment of the tariff, with a view to the effect upon the 
importantinterest of the manufacture of iron. 

Mr. BIoLACK then asked iit would bein order to give his 
yeasvas for not presenung a petition. 

Ov the SEEAKgR’s replying in the negative, _ 

Mr. Brouack said he befdin his hand a petition, very res 
spectably sigued, complaining of the great consumption of 
the time of the House occasioned by the course of the Hon. 
J, Q Apams, and praying tue House to adopt some mode of 
geting rid of him peace ibly, either by creating some office for 
lim for life, oe in suca other way as the wisdom of Congress 
puighsdevi Mr. B suid, thatas the presentation of this pe- 
tilio would probably bo the cause of consuming tue time of 
the House, the very evil of which the petitioners complained, 
he declined to present. it.] 

New Jersey: By Messrs. YORE, STRATTON, MAXWELL 
ang RANDOLPH. - 

New York: By Messrs. LINN, FERRIS, FOSTER, FILL- 
MORE, CHILDS, GRANGER, MORGAN, GORDON, BAR- 
NARD, GATES, CHITTENDEN, C. A. FLOYD, OLIVER, 
McKEON, TOMLINSON, MAYNARD, J. C. CLARK, DA- 
VIS, ROOSEVELT, and BREWSTER. K 

[Mr. Oxrver presented theremonstrance of William B, Cros- 
by and others against the repeal of the bankrupt Jaw: referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. i $ 

Also, a like remonstrance on the same subject: referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, 

Aiso, the petition of John Sloan and a great number of others 
of Penn:ylvania, for an increase of the tariff. 

Also the petition of E. Camp and others of Sackets Harbor, 
New York, for the erection ofa fortification at that place 

Also, the petition of tlias Smith of the Territory of Wiscon- 
sia, praying for the erection of a harbor atRacine.] i 

[Mr. BARNARD presenteda petition from 33 crizens of Wil- 
liamsburgh, King’s county, New York, which, he stated, from 
the appearance of theesignatures, he could not coubl was 
signed by persons of respectability and educatioa, The auto- 
graphs would compare favorably with those attacheil to tae 
Declaration of Independence. We was sorry that such signa. 
tures had been set to the prayer contained in this petition 

The petitioners set forth, in a very imelligent manner, a 
variety of grievances, as wrengs suffered by the North for a 
Jong series of years, at the hands of this House and of this 
Government. which they specify; and among them particu- 
larly the wrong done by the adoption of the 21st rule of the 
House, and by which the sacred right of petition has been sa- 
crifived. a 

The prayer of the peiition is inthe alternative: ist, Toat the 
wrongs recited by them may be redressed, and especially that 
in regard to tho right of petition; or, 24, That Congress would 
take measures for a peaceable dissolution of the Union. 

Mr. B. asked that the petition should be referred to a select 
committee, with instructions to report to the House a resolu- 
tion to the effect that the House ought not to consider, except 
for the purpose of promptly rejecting, any prop sition which 
looks to the dissolution of the Union of these States, with rea- 
sons therefor, f . . 

Also, to report a resolution to rescind the rale of this 
Jouse which forbids the petitions on certain subjects named 
a10 be received by the House, or entertained in any way 
whatever. . 

Also, toreport to this Jfouse whai further grievances, within 
the cognizance and power ofthis House or of Cong ip what- 
ever quarter originating, and by whatever motive Hterest the 
same may have been prompted, which have a tendency “io 
alienate any portion of our country from the rest, or to enfee- 
ble the sacred ties which now link together the various paris” 
apd that the committee report what action, if any, of this House 
or of Congress, is necessary, on the subject of auy such g 
ances. 

Mr. WISE 
the question on the table; 
table. é 

Mr. BRIGGS signified his intention te debate the subject; and 
after some conversation on points of order, in which Messrs. 
J CAMPBELL, WISE, MORGAN, L. W., ANDREWS, 
GORDON, ARNOLD, RAYNOR, and the SPEAKER parti- 
cipated, the question of reception was laid over tor debate.]} 


ia: referred to the Committee of Ways and 


raised the question of reception, and more: to lay 
but withdrew the motion to lay on the 


Vermont: By Messrs: EVERET NG, an < 
TOUKS. y Me A ERETT, TOUN ; and MA’ 
Connecticut: By Messrs. BOARDMAN, TRUMBULL, OS- 
BORNE, BROCKWAY, WILLIAMS, and SMITH. - 

And, on motion of Mr. SOLLERS, 

The House adjourned, 

The following petitions were presented to-day, in addition 
to those noticed above: ; 

By Mr. CHILDS: A petition from citizens of the town of 
Pittsford, New York, in favor ofa tariff; from Penficld, New 
York, on the same subject; from Rush, New York, on the same 
subject. 

Also, from citizens of the town of Monroe, asking the re- 
vival of the law of 1835 pensioning widews of Revolutionary 
soldiers. 

_ Also, from inhabitants of Wayne county, New York, ask- 
ing an appropriation for a harbor at Pultneyville, on Lake On- 
tario. 

By Mr. CHITTENDEN: The petition of citizens of Eltis- 
burg, New York, for the protection and defence of Sacketi’s 

ardor. 

The petition of John Otis, of New York, for compensation for 
services rendered and expenses incurred in the Jast war with 
Great Biitain. 

_ Tue petition of 567 citizens of Wyoming county and other 
paris of Western New York, against enforcing the late amended 
treaty with the Seneca Indians. 

By Mr. MAYNARD: The petition of James P. Allaine and 
159 others of New York city, in favor of protecting American 
iabor and products. ‘i 

The remonstrance of John G. Tubbs and 48 others, of Seneca 
county, New York, against stopping the mail and closing post 
offices on Sunday. 

By Mr. J. ©. CLARK: The remonsirances of William Mudge 
and 120 other citizens of Delaware county, New York; of Joha 
Porter and 80 ether citizens of Oswego county, of Isaac E. 
Fisher and others, citizens of Tioga county; all against any in- 
terference by legislation with the bankrupt law. 

The remonstrance of S. C. Whiting against any legislation 
prohibiting the transportation of the mail or the opening of the 
post offices on the Sabbath day. 

The petition of Gideon Green for a pens.on. 

The petition of Abigail Jackson fora pensioe. 

The petition of 3. W. Tredway and 49 other citizens of Co- 
ventry, Chenango county, New York, praying for an immediate 
adjournment of Congress. 

‘The petition of Wm. Steele, of Steuben county, New York, 
for a pension. i 

By Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL: Several petitions for and against 
the bankrupt law. 

The petitionsof Catharine Able, Mary Whiteman, and George 
Callahan, for pensions. 

The petition of Lenuing & Co. and others for a moderate pro- 
tec:ion to sustain manufacturers, 

Also, several petitions for refunding to Gen. Jackson the fine 
imposed os him, g 3 

n the two last subjects, respectively, viz: the tariff and the 
fine, Mr. I. expressed his desire briefly to address the Eouse,but 
the Speaker declared it owt of order. 

By Mr. RANDOLPH. The petition of Aaron Brewer for re- 
lief, 

‘The petition of citizens of Howell, asking for protection to 
domestic manufactures, 

The petition of citizens of Warren county, New Jersey, ask- 
ing for a mail route. 

‘Lie petition of several hundred females of Rahway, New 
Jersey, asking for protection on ready-made clothing. 

Mr. R. said that the petitions were from a very large number 
of females, who stated that they had hezeiofore supported them- 
selves (and the families of such of them as had any) by making 
clothing; but thai, in consequence of the valuation of duties 
under the compromise act, ready-made clothing was extensive- 
ly imported; and they were thrown out of employment and de- 
prived of support; and they therefore pray for protection, and 
graveiy ask Congress speedily to determine whether our tailor- 
shops ia fature are to be at heme or in Burope. Mr. R. 
moved the reference of the petition to the Committee on Manu- 
factures. ae e 

By Mr. YORKE: The petition of seventy-three citizens of 
Cumberland county, New Jersey, praying an appropriation 
for raising the land around the Cohanzey light-house, and 
constructing a road from the light-house to the main land. 

Also, the petition of sixty-one citizens of New Jersey, styling 
themselves “Seventh-day Baptists,” praying the passage of a 
law to preveni the carrying and opening of the mailon the holy 
Sabbath or seventh day. i 

By Mr. J. M. RUSSELL: The petition of Jacob Barndollar 
and one hundred and three other citizens of Bedford county, 
Pennsylvania. - g 

Also, one of similar tenor from debn Irvine and seventy-two 
other citizens of the same county. , DA 7 

Also, one of Joa Patterson and fifty-six other citizens of 
same county, of similar tener. 

‘And one from Henry Walter and one bur 
others, citizens of Somerset county, Pen 


ed and forty-one 
zania, of similar 


Mr. R. said the memori: esent generally the evils fett 
throughout the country in the want of employment and en- 
couragement of industry, and the difficulties arising from the 
flisastrous condition of the currency; aitibuung those evils 
raainty co the operation of the aci of Congress commonly called 
the Compromise act, and anticipating more destructive conse- 
quences if the operation of that act be not arrested, ‘They pat- 
uculariy refer to the manufacture of iron in that section of the 
country, and state their firm conviction that it will be impossi- 
ple to sustain ihe domestic fabric against the foreign competi- 
tion whic it must necessarily encounter under the provisions 
of the act referredto. Tney apprehend materiai injury before 
the aidof Congress can be extended to them. 

The memorialists pray thac Congress may take the whole 
subiect into their immediate comsideration, and establish anew 
tariff, embracing the principie of discriminating duties, ford 
encouragement and protection of domesuc manufactures, 
witha View to secure to ourcountry the balance of trade, 

By Mr. HENRY: The petition of 108 citizens of Beaver 
county, Pennsylvania, praying for an increase ef duty on iron, 
woollen goods, and silks, ana all other articles thai are manu- 
factured in the United States. 

Petition ofanumber of citizeas of Mercer county, Pennsy!- 


X eer 
vania, praying for a repeal-of the law. in relation 1o-the trans. 
portation of the mailon the Sabbath, and all laws authorizing: 
abor on that day. x a ee ee 

_ Petition of a number of citizens of Beaver-county, remonstra- 

ting against the annexation of Texas to the United States," 

By Mr, SUMMERS: A petition of sundry ~cidzens of the. 
counties of Kanawha, Mason, and Cabell, ia the Common». 
wealth of Virginia, asking that a branch of the United States ` 
Court, forthe Western District of Virginia, be established at: 
Charleston, inthe county of Kanawha, : : 

By Mr. FILLMORE: The petition of Patrick Smith, of Buf 
falo, praying compensation for repairing guns during the late 
frontier troubles. y ` 

Also, a petition of citizens of Genesee county, New. York, 
praying that Congress will publish a statement giving a com- 
parative view of duties imposed by foreign Governinents upon 
products of this country exported, and upon goods from fo- 
reign countries imported. é tA 

: Also, a petition from citizens.of New York city, asking pro- 
tection against the reductions ofthe compromise act withoutre- 
exportation ofthe goods or band, 

Also, the petition of Tnomas Allen, asking the balance duc 
hinv for printing the Blue Book. 

Also, a petition from the citizens of Erie county, New York, 
praying a reduction of pay to members of Congress. : 

Also, petitions of citizens of Collins, Evie county, new York, 
praying the abolition of the 21st rule of the House, and another 
toabrogate all constitutional and legal provisions which re- 
quire the free States “in any way to support slavery in the 
slave States. And the question of reception being raised, they 
were laid on the table. the 

He also presented three other petitions irom the same source, ` 
one praying the abolition of slavery in Florida, one in the Dig- 
trict of Columbia, and one to prevent the transportation of 
slaves Ly vessels; allof which coming under.the 2lstrule, were 
refused to be received. i ` ; 

By Mr. WASHINGTON of North Carolina: A memorial 
from sundry ciuzens of Newbern, North Carolina, praying for 
an appropriation of money sufficient to erect or- purchase a 
suitable building for a custom-house in that place. 

He stated that he personally knew all the memorialists, and 
that they were all gentleman cf high respectability. The facts 
stated by them he also personally knew to be true. 

Mr, W. W., IRWIN presented the following, viz: 

Memorial of Samuel P. Darlington and divers other mere 
chants and manufacturers of iron, nails, &e. citizens of Pitts. 
burgh, in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, seuing forth 
the injurious effects upon the American mannfacturer of the 
late revenue law and.of the compromise act, in changing the 
duty on imported steel from a specific to an ad valorem ‘rate, 
and praying a restoration of the old established specific rate of 
$1 50 per 112 pounds, i 

Memorial of Resh and Mnhlenburg and-divers other manu- 
facturers and merchanis of Phitadely-hia,to the same effect. 

Memorial of Messrs. Bakewel and Co. and divers other: 
manufacturers of window glass and flint glass, and other indi- 
viduals interested in such manufacture, citizens of the city and 
State aforesaid, representing the injurious consequences .to that 
branch of industry from the ultimate operation of the compro- 
mise act, and praying Congress to avert such consequences by 
fixing a specific duty on window glass, to be not Jess in amount 
than the actual duty was previous lo the reduction of the Bist 
of December, 1841. . 

Six memorials very numerously signed by the farmers, la- 
boring men, merchants, manufacturers, mechanics, artisans, 
&c. of Alleghany county, in said Commonwealth, praying Con- 
gress to arrest the progress of the compromise act, and to esta- 
lish anew tariff, embracing the principles of. discriminating 
duties for :he encouragement and protection of domestic manu- 
factures and home industry; and praying further that said ta- 
riff be formed with a view to secure to our country the balance 
of trade. 7 i 

Memorial of manufacturers off Pittsburgh, estimated to pro- 
duce not less than six millions of dollars annually to the same 
effect. 

The petition of James Huey and divers others of the mer- 
chants, mannfacturers, mechanics, and other citizens of Pitts- 
burgh 10 said commonwealth, praying Congress to pass into a 
law at the present session the Excheguer bil reported by the 
Secretary of the Treasury at the opening of the session. 

The petition of Alexander Cameron and divers other mer- 
chants, manufacturers, mechanics, &c. of the city of Alleghany, 
in stid commonwealth, of the same teuor. 

The memorial of Samuel Garrison and other citizens of the 
borough of Lawrenceville, in said commonwealth. praying Con- 
gress to declare Pike street in said borough a public highway 
forever, and to grantto the burgess and town council thereof 
palice jurisdiction over said highway. 

7 orjal of Lhomas C. Guthrie for the redress of grie- 
vane on of the United States and 
resident in Bakerstown, Westdeer township, Alleghany county’ 
and State of Pennsylvania, and complained of the inatability of 
Congresstona! legislation, and of the undefined position of Con: 
gress in relation to the right of petition, and suggesting thet 
laws shall be is force for at least two years after their enact. 
ment, before any attemptcan be madeto repeal, alter, or amend 
the same; that Congress should define their position on. the 
right of petition so distinetly that the. people of the United 
States may know what are the legitimate subjects of petition, 
and that Congress enact laws in regulation thereof, with severe. 
penalties to "be inflicted on those who may knowingly trans- 
gress the same. P ou ft x 
= Resolutions of the board of trade of the city of Pittsburgh, da- 
ted Februs , vemonetrating against the passage of a 
bill report enate ofthe United States, permitting the 
imporiat luty of the iron necesszry forthe construc- 
tian of (wo iron steamboats to navigate the Western waters, 

Memorial of John K. Snodgrass and divers other citizens of 
Columbiana county, in the Suie of Ohio, remonstrating against 
ihe admission of Texas into the Union. Sat See 

Memorial of the Rev. Luther Halsey of Auburn, in the State 
of New York, praying an appropriation by Congress to pay him 
the purchase money of land eold py him to the Federal Govern- 
ment in the year 1837, as a site for a marine hospital in the vici- 

nity of Pittshurgh, in the State of Pennsylvania. eVan Di 

By Mr. LINN: The petition of Mary Margareti on Drieson, 
minor child of Joseph §. Van Driesop, praying for five years 
half-pay under theact of 4th July, 1826. mae 

Petition of John Drysdale, praying for compensation for ser- 
vices rendered as Assistant Adjatant General in the Florida war. 

Petition of John McIntosh, and 73 others, of Saratoga, New 


“York, protesting against the passage of any law prohibiting the 
traapaniation of the mail and keeping open the post offices on 
unday. ; 

Paion of Leonard Hodgman and 46 others, of Saratoga, New 
York, praying for the passage ofa law prohibiting the transpor- 
tation ‘of thy mail and keeping’ open the post officeson the Sab- 
bath during time of peate. k ý 

Petition of Jotin J. DeGraff and 109 others, citizens of Sche- 
néctady. New York, praying a discontinuance of the transpor- 
tation and distribution of the mail on Sunday. í 

-Petition of William B Harris and 36 others, of Saratoga, New 
York, praying the abolition ofthe mileage of members of Con- 
gress, and for other reforms. 3 

By Mr. BOARDMAN: The petition of the New Haven Steam- 
boat Company, praying relief from penalties incutred under 
the act of Congress regarding steamboats. 

‘Petition of William H. Bacon and 13tcitizens of Middletown, 
Connecticut, praying a tariff’ ôf discrimination in favor of do» 
mestic ‘agriculture, manufactures, and the mechanic arts. 

By Mr. TRIPLETT: The memorial of George C. Gwathney, 
-on the subjéct of a lot conveyed by him to the United States for 
a site for a naval hospital, praying an appropriation for the con- 
sideration promised. 

Also, a résolution to establish sundry post routes. 

By Mr, PENDLETON: A memorial of citizens of Cincin- 
nati, asking Congress to authorize a survey for a canal at the 
falls of Ohio, in Indiana. 

` Also, two memorials on the subject of the tariff. 

By Mr. TOMLINSON: The petition of Jacob Winter, for 
the passage of a law foran allowance to him forarrears ofa 
pension, 

Two petitions, signed by £6 citizens of Keenville, Essex 
county, New York, for an increase of duty upon the importa- 
tion of foreign iron 

Petition of 54 citizens of Ticonderoga, Essex county, New 

- York, on the sanie subject. 

Petition 0f 36 citizens of Jay and Wilmington, Essex county 
New York, on the same subject. 

By Mr. HABERSHAM: The memorial of the city council 
and chamber of commerce of the city of Savannah, praying 
the erection ofa custom hous: in said city, 

By Mr. JAMES: The memorial of Samson Babb and 89 
others, citizens of West Chester and vicinity, Pennsylvania, 
asking an increase of duties on imported iron. 

Petition of Jacob Cooke and 14 others, citizens of Lycoming 
county, Pennsylvania, asking for an increase of duties on ime 
Ported merchandise. — 

By Mr.’ MORGAN: The petitions of citizens of Cayuga 
county, New York, asking fora reduction of pay of members 
to three dollars per day afier the Ist of May. 

Of the same, praying for a congress of nations to settle nas 
tional disputes. ` 

“Of Wm. O. Duvall and others, asking Congress to assume 
the Siate debt of Mississippi, and to eject that State from the 
Union. 

Mr. M. in presenting the petition asking Congress to reduce 
the pay of members to $3 per day, observed, that the petition 
was signed by many of his most respectable constituents, with- 
out reference to party, ‘The gentleman to whom it was di- 
rected declined presenting it, Mr. M. coincided with the views 
of the petitioners, and believing that the sessions of Congress, 
now ‘unnecessarily long, would be materially shortened 
by granting the prayer of the petitioners. he moved its reference 
to a select committes, with instructions to report a bill reducing 
ts pay of members to three dolars per day after the 1st of 


ay. 

By Mr. POWELL: An actof the Virginia Legistature to in- 
Corporate a company to construct a toli bridge acros: the She- 
nandoah river, at the town of Harper’s ferry, in Jefferson 
county, Virginia, and which requires the assent of the Congress 
of the Uniteil States to the ase of the publie grounds for the 
construction thereon of the abutments of said bridge. 

The parition of the inhabitants of the county of Fairfax, 
State of Virginia, praying for the establishment of a post road 
from the town of Alexandria to the Theological Seminary in 
Fairfax county, 

The peution of the heirs of Colonel George Baylor, for a fnr- 
ther allowance of ioterest on his claim for Revolutionary ser- 
vices. 

By Mr. W. B. CAMPBELL: A series of resolutions of the 
Legislature of the State of Tennessee, on the subject of the to- 
bacco interest, which had been presented ona former dey by 
one of his colleagues and ordered to be printed. He said he 
would not move ihat they again be printed, vus he would make 
such amotio as would conform in some degree tothe views of 
the Legislature. Every effurt to redise the duties oa tobacco 
in forenc countries, by nesounton, bas heretafore failed, and 
itis now more than probable that nothing will be done on that 
subject by treaty until this Government shall resort t0 a sys- 
tem of countervailing duties. as pointed out by the Legislature 
in their resolutions. The Committee on Manufactures have 
the whole subject of the tariff and the propriety of an in 
crease of duties on hnports now under consideration. He would 
therefore move that those resolutions be referred to that 
commibi tee. 

Also, the resolutions of the Legislature of Tennessee, inquir- 
ing into the propriety of the immediate admission of Texas into 
the Union of the United Strates of America, which, on mation of 
Mr. C, H. Williams, were referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Affatrs, and ordered to be prit 
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IN SENATE, 
` Tunspay, March 15, 1612. 

Mr. PRESTON said that in consequence of The resig- 
nation of the Senator from New Hempshire, (Mr. Pregce.] 
a vacancy was occasioned in the Committee on Military 
Affairs, which ic was important shonid be filled.* On mo- 
tion of Mr. P. the President pro (em. was authorized to fill the 
vacaucy. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON presented four memorials from citizens 
of Connecticut, numerously signed by :oechanics and business 
men; in favor of a protective tariff by discriminating duties: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Manufactures. 

Mc. WOODBRIDGE presented a petition from citizens of 
Michigan, praying that a law may be passed by Congress to 
Provide for the removal to jthe Supreme Court of the United 


| such suits as were pending 
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States, by writ of error or otherwise for final adjudication, of 
ing in the courts of the Territory of 
Michigan at the time of admission of said State into the Union, 
and which, by the law of Congress then.in force, were autho- 
rized to be so removed: referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. d 

Mx HUNTINGTON, from the Committee on Commerce, re- 
ported a bill to annexa part of the town of Tiverton, in the 
State of Rhode Island, tothe collection district of Fati River, in 
the State of Michigan; which was read.and ordered to.a second 
reading. ` > àx 

On Motion of Mr, HUNTINGTON, the Committee on Com- 
merce was discharged from the further consideration of the re- 
solucion ploposing an inquiry into the expediency of the ap- 
pointment of a number of inspectors ofthe cus:oms in Ver- 
mont, in addition to those alowed by law. k 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, from the:same committee, to which 
was referred a bill to establish. a- port of entry at the city of 
Bangor, in the State of Maine, reported the same back to the 
Senate, without amendment, and with a recommendation that 
it be indefinitely postponed. Tee 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the Jadiciary, to 
which had been referred the bill from the House of Represen- 
tatives withholding the pay for the printing of the tables of the 
sixth census, reported the same back with an amendment, 
striking out the word “tables” of the sixth census, and inserting 
“compendium, or abridgment of the sixth census, by counties 
and principal towns, together with the tabics ofapporuionment,as 
prepared ai the Department of State for the use af Congress.” 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Commitiee on Revolutionary Claims, 
made adverse reports in the following cases. The legal repre- 
sentatives of Benjamin Harrison, for pay for disbursing money 
as a deputy pay master general in the vevolutionary war; the 
heirs of Everard Meade, for commutation ney; the representa. 
tives of John Jordon, deceased, for commutation pay; the legal 
representatives of Colonet Francis Vigo; the heirs of William 
Meredith, deceased, for certain advances mace by him during 
the Revolutionary war; the heirs of Captain Daniel Neal, for 
seven years’ half pay; the case of the Presbyterian Church of 
Connecticut Farms, and the case of the Presbyterian Church 
of Elizabethtown, State of New Jersey, for indemnity for 
property destroyed by the enemy during the Revolution; of the 
heirs of Israel! Honeywell, for property destroyed during the 
Revolutionary war. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, 


“to which had been referred House bill for tte relief of the legal 


representatives of Jane Fertinbaugh, late widow of Capt. Haw- 
kins Boone, reported the same back to the Senate without 
amendment, and with a recommendation that it do not pass. 

Oa motion of Mr, SEVIER, the Committee on Pensions was 
discharged from the further consideration of the claims of Wil- 
liam Jones and Mary B. Levely, and they were referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, 

My. SEVIER, from the Commitee on Pensions, made anal- 
verse reporton the petiaon af the heirs of Isaac Barrow; which 
was ordered to lie on the table and be printed, 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Pensions, to which 
haut been referredthe petition of Thomas Brownell, for a pen- 
sion, reported a bill for his relief; which was read, and ordered 
toa second reading. 

Mr. ALLEN asked.the Senate to take up his resolution, sub- 
mitted some time since, calling on the Secretary of the Treasn. 
ry for a report of the effect and operation of the Distribution 
bill. 

Mr. CLAY had no objectioa to the cons 
not interfere with the special order—his 
riff resolutions. 
4 Mr. ALLEN saidit would not interfere with the special or- 
ler. “ 
The resolution was then taken up, and read as follows: 

diesolved, That the Secretary ef the ‘Pretsury be directed 
to inform the Senate, as soon as practicable, whether, in his 
Opinion, the Government can, in the present exigency of its 
financial affairs, be carried on without cither recalling to its 
service (he revenue derived from the sales of the public do- 
main, and which, by ait existing act, is set apart for distribu- 
tion fo Che Sates, or without drawing from the people, ia addi- 
don to heir pre: an amount equal to that revenue, 
and in consequence ribuiian, by means of increasing 
the taxes now levied upon them in the form of tariff duties; or 
by imp ew and direct tax upon them; or by borrowing, 
upon tie y inthe form of direct loans, or of Treasury 
notes, to be l eventually ont of their labor and property. 
And if in his opinion, the Government canno: i 
on without thus r the land revenue, or j 
taxes or the inans to a nount equal to that revenue, and in 
colisequence of its distribution, then which of these alieruatives 
will, in his opinion, be the most economical to the people — the 
recall of that revenue, the taxes, or the loans. Also, that he be 
directed to lay before the Senate the estimates ard the reasons 
upoa which such his opinions may be founded. 

Mr. RIVES had previously moved the folowing as a sub» 
stitute : 

That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to report to 
the Senare, by what means adequate provision can best be 
made for meeting the nec y expenditures of the Govern- 
ment, inthe present condition of the country; submitting hig 
plans therefor in detail, with estimates ef the probable product 
af sach source of supply proposed: and. aiso, to what extent re- 
trenchm athe various branches of the pubije expenditure 
are likely lo arise from the cessation or dimiaution of charge: 
on the Treasury now existing, or may be further effected, by a 
wise nomy, adapted aliketo tbe wants aud resuu:ces of the 
Government, 
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distributed to the Siates, wuld a tax bave to be laid on’t; 


the people to supply the defi thereby created in the na- 
tional Treasury; and thus would a sysrem of policy be 
established) of gathering frem the mars to be distributed 
to the favored few. Ife went imo 2: arithmetica: calculation, 
showing the operations of the system of dis ribatian, aod its 
consequent, new taxation. He demonstrated beyond cavil, by 
figures, that if the amount annually distributed be $3,600,000, 
and a new tax be levied on the people to supply that amount of 
deficit in the Treasury, the people would as positively 
lose within a fraction of two millions of dollars, as if it 
were taken from their pockets and sunken in the ocean, 


Thus, he maintained, would the agriculturists, and in factall- 
the great producing Classes ofthe country be filched of the pro» 


. dict of their labor, by taxation for distribution among the mo- 


neyed and monopolizing interests." This speech, which will dè- 
velope these facts and make them intelligible to every mind, will 
be published in full in a few days. k ; 

Mr. A. having concluded, and the morning honr having ex. 
pired, he moved to lay the resolutions on the table till to-mor- 


row. ra 7 © X 
Mr. RIVES hoped the resolution would be merely- post- 
poned till to-morrðw, when he hoped it would be taken up 
‘and passed in sofhe sbape or other. Itshould be passed. 
“2 REPRENGHMENT AND REFORM. : R 

The Seğate tHen took up the resolutions of Mr. Cray, to in- 
crease th tariff above the maxiůjum of the Compromise act; to 
repeal that pr@vision of the Distribution act, which requires its 
opsration#o-¥e suspended ifa duty of more than 20 per cent. be 
demandes tagsupport the Government; to retrench and econo. 
mize the Bx penses of Government. 7 

To whit Mr. Wricur had proposed amendments—in favor 
of practig economy, by abolishing useless offices; by lopping 
offall unpgcessary experses in Congress and all the Depart 
ments of fhe Government; and by repealing the Distribution 
act, sd as to render any increase of the tariff above the Com- 
promise act, or any new burdens on the people, unnecessary. 

Mr, MILLER addressed the Senate fur about two hours, 
chiefly in relation to the reselution in favor of raising a reve- 
nue of twenty-six millions of, dollars, and adjusting the tariff se 
as to afford protection to domestic manufactures. He observed 
that the series of resolutions embraced the. whole economy of 
Government, in which was included the adjustment of come 
mercial relations with other nations. upon such principles as ta 
encourage, uot depress, the Gomestic industry of the country. 
He felt confident that if the policy latd down by his honorable 
friend from Kentucky (My. Cray] were fully adopted, it would 
infuse a vew organic principle mto this Union, the result of 
which would be its pre-eminent prosperity and permanency. 

After recapituilating the specific objects of the resolutions, 
Mr. M. observed in relation to the remarks made on their intro- 
duction, as to several of them being only truisms which met 
general assent, that al! great and Important revolutions and 
popular improvements in the science of Government, owed 
their origin to the simple avowal of indisputable wuisms. 
Their reiteration induced reflection, and eveniually action in 
accordance with them, till finally they led to the establishment 
of great principles. ` 

He dwelt for some time on the abstraet principle of the reso- 
lution, which laid it down as an axiom that the income and 
expenditures of Government ought to be sv abjusted as to 
avoid embarrassment; illustrating his arguments by the conduct 
of a prudent individual who provides means for the wants of 
his family, by the proceeds of his industry, without embarrass- 
ing his future life, by borrowing from others, or anticipating 
his income. 

From this he proceeded to the charge against the late Admi- 
nistration, of neglecting this principle, and accused it of havin, 
spent more than the income of Government, and depend- 
ed upon the expedient of Treasury notes to supply the 
deficiency. He also accused itof having spent the savings of 
preceding and more prosperous Administrauons, and then left 
the country in debt. He entered into many details, with a 
view of showing that Mr. Van Buren’s administration had 
spent fifty-one millions over its income from customs, and 
thirty-one millions over its income from customs and public 
lands united. He averaged the customs during the four years 
at eighteen miilions a year, and the expenditures at twenty-seven 
miilions, Jeaving a deficit of nine millions. In proof of this, - 
he gave detailsin figures, and then asked, what was the result? 
The result was, he answered, that, at the end of three years, 
the Government was without means, had an inadequate reve- 
nue, and was obliged to resort to the expedient of Treasury 
notes. He contended that, had the present Administration, on 
coming into power, adopted the same course, and were it. to 
pursue that course till the end of itsterm of four years, it 
would have to leave the Governmentin debt fifty-eight milliohs 
He complained, in view of this, that the opposition. as if to force 
the Whigs into the same policy, had voted against all their 
measures at the extra session—had resisted the Loan bill, the 
Distribution bill, the two bank bille, and, in short, the whole 
system of measures brovght forward by his honorable friend 
from Kentucky for the salvation of the country from the 
state of things in whichthe late Administration had left it, 
The W higscame into power without money, without laws to 
restore the currency, and consequently the prosperity of the 
country, and without Government credit; and yetthe gentle- 
men opposite were forever standing up to ask them why they 
Gid not do ail they promised, and restore the country to im- 
mediate prosperity. But could the gentlemen say it was the 
Whigs who created the condition of things which prevailed 
when they came into power? They found the country in that 
condition, and to restore i's prosperity not only reqnired time 
but demanded the system of policy now taid down in the reso- 
lutions under consideration. Give the Whigs the same condi- 
tion of things—the same means compared with expenditures— 
the same laws—as were in existence at the time Mr. Adams 
commenced his Adininistration; and that was all they would 
ask to insure the prosperity and harmonious action of the 
whole machinery of Government. 

Taking the wants of the present Administration to be, as 
presumed in this series of resolutions, twenty-six millions, the 
question was, how that sum was to be raised. No one was in 
favor of Treasury notes; loans were out of the question—they 
cont} nat be had in the present wretched condition of Go. 
vernment credit; andas to direct taxation, he presumed no- 
bidy would talk seriously of that. But, it was apparent that 
oaly two sources of means to meet the wantsof the Treasur 
could be thonght of; duties on customs and the Jand fund. "Pho 
land fund he considered just as much out of the question as the 
expedients he had before enumerated. It was disposed of by 
law, and ive gave many reasons why itshou'd notbe withdrawn 
from distribution. What, he asked, after all, did it amount 
to? The proceeds of the publiclunds this year would not be a 
milion anca half. There js no re isoce to be placed upon them 
in depressed times. And as te the propriety of leaving the 
and fu-d to be distributed, he argued that until lately, 
the constiiulionaliiy of distribution had never been 
mooted; the whole contention havnig confined to the 
mere question whether the distribution should he to the 
whole of the States or to only nine of them. To raise 
the question of constitutionality was to raise it in Tespect to 
the sixteenth sections for common school purposes, to grants of 
lands for schools, colleges, roads, canals, &c.; and thus to upset 


the whole policy of the Government with regard to the disposal 
of the public domain, He thought it came. with an ill grace 
from the State of Alabama, which bad received two millions of 
acres of public lands in-granis and donations, to reproach and 
upbraid Congress for the Distribution act. - $ 

Mi. KING interposed, to ask the Senator whether he drew 
upon his imagination for his statements, orsupon facts? 
Z MT MILLER, replied that his {statement was based upon 
facts. 

Ms. KING requested that the Senator would mention the 
facts specifically. 

“Mr. MILLER enumerated many itemy, making up the aggre- 
gate by the share allotted in the Distribution, and computing 


- theschool lands at eight hundred thousand acres. 


Mr. KING explained the right of the States to the school 
lands, and corrected the Senator as to the errors into which he 
had been led in supposing Alabama had received, either by 
grantor donation, any thing that was not her undoubted right: 

_ Mr, MILLER supposed 1f Alabama had not received two mil- 
lions in land, she had in money and land. 

He argued at considerable length in justification of the distri- 
bution act, and said he was willing to go before the people, 
with its opponents, on the issue, whether they were to pay less 
direct taxes by three millions annually, in consequence of dis- 
tribution, or che land fund was to be restored and they were to 
pay three millions more than they now pay in direct taxes, 

As to revenue from customs alone—the only source of reves 
nue to be thought of—he was willing to go as far as the Sena- 
tor from: Kentucky desired—to raise twenty-six millions for 
the purposes of Government. Ifthere was any thing in the 
compromisefact to prevent duties or customs being laid to a 
sufficient extent to raise revenue for the support of the Govern» 
ment inthe necessary exercise of its powers, he would throw 
the act to the winds; for there could be no fair compromise made 
on such a principle, But he believed the compromise act set 
ho such limits toa tariff as gentlemen imagined. The ques- 
tim at the time of the Compromise was, how to bring down the 
revenue to the expenses of the Government; but no man intend- 
ed it should be brought below the expenses; now the question 
is, how to raise the revenue to the amount of the expenses of the 
Government: the principle set forth in the resolution, he con- 
tended, was recognized in the very clause of the act, which says 
the tariff shall be sufficient for an economisal administration of 
the Government, What, he asked, was meant by an economi- 
cal administration? Was it that of Mr. Adams, of General 
Jackson, or of Mr. Van Buren? He contended that the next 
year after the passage of the Compromise act, the duties went 
down to thirteen millions; and this year they had come down to 


‘ten millions. Hecontrasted the annual receipts from customs 


with the annual expenditures, and coniended that the late Ad» 
ministration was bound im duty to have had the Compromise 
act so altered as to afford an adeqnate revenue for its expendi- 
tures: not in violation ofthe true principle of the Compromise 
act, but, to the extent of obtaining enough of revenue for an 
economical administration ofthe Government. 

_ He next argued in favor of the home valuation, and entered 
into details in support of his positions, contending that there 
was no difficulty whatever in coming at the true value. But 
he thought it was perfectly useless to dwell upon the absolute or 
nominal value, asthe twenty-six millions would have to be raised 
atany rate, and itwasof nb consequence whether it was done 
by a duty of ‘twenty per cent. on the home value, or thirty per 
cent. on the foreign value. There was another question, whe- 
ther the ad valorem principle alone was to be adhered to, or 
both it and a discriminating principle, which admits of inci- 
dental proteetion to the industry of the country. He did not 
contend that a duty ought to be laid for protection merely, bat 
for purposes of revenue affording incidental protection; for bis 
position was that the incidental protection necessary for the 
encouragement of hume manufactures, would be effected by 
an ad valorem duty on some articles, and a discriminating 
duty on others. Heasked, would it be proper to put the same 
direct tax upon a race horse as upon an old cow? He contended 
it was the practice of Congress to discriminate with re- 


‘gard to every new production—every new invention; and 


it was a matter of daily occurrence to give encou- 
Yagement to what is called home Jabor and skill, when 


‘itis likely tocomein competition with foreign labor and skill. 


He admitted that there was great difficulty m drawing the line 
80 as to mark out where competition begins and where it ends; 
buthe contended that whenever the iine could be drawn it was 
the duty of Congress to protect and encourage home indus- 
try. It was not his purpose at this time to go into the question 
whether thirty per cent. would be sufficient to protect certain 
great interests of the country; but when the question would 
come upin proper form, he would be prepared to show that 
neither thirty, forty, nor fifty percent. wonld be sufficient; and, 
with regard to those interests, he would then demand, on 
their behalf, that a discriminating tariff much higher shall be 
adopted. He next adverted to the iron-interest, and contended 
thatno ad valorem duty which could be established would suf- 
ficiently protect that interest. He then asked, was it proper to 
put the same duty on tea, coffee, and sugar—the two former 
the productions of foreign countries not competing with the 
productions of this country, and the latter directly in competi- 
tion? He contended that there was a war now going on 
between the labor of this country and the labor of Europe, 
and the day was come when it was the «duty of this 
Government to protect its own citizens. fe contrasted 
the policy of England with the free trade policy advocated 
here, asserting that it was her protective system which had en- 
abled her to become the arbiter of commerce over three-fourths 
ofthe globe. He next dwelt upon the argument of the friends 
of free trade, thata tariff for the protection of American manu- 
factures, was a tax on another branch of American industry, 
and entered into some arguments to show that without special 
protection the labor of this country would be brought down to 
the condition of the pauper labor of Europe, , 

Mr. CALHOUN obtained the floor, and expressed a desire to 
address the Senate, but the hour being late, moved an atjourn- 
ment. He however withdrew the motion at the solicitation of 

Me. EVANS, who wished the Senate to proceedto the con- 
sideration of Executive business. Hi 

Mr BERRIEN, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
which had been referred House bill entitied an act to autho- 
rize the judge of the district court of the eastern district of 
Pennsylvania to hold a special session of said court, [in leu of 
the regular session which should have been held on the 3d of 
February last, which was prevented in consequence oi the 
vacancy of the office of judge,} reported the same back with- 
out an amendment. The bill was then considered, and having 
been engrossed, was read the third time and passed, 


i 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. B RRIEN, from the: same committee, to which had 
been referred House bill amendatory of the several acts esta- 
blishing judicial courts of the United States, reported the same 
back without an amendment. 

_Mr. BUCHANAN remarked that the bill merely gave autho- 
rity to the court to: summon jurors, in furtherauce of the bill 


jus: passed; he hoped, therefore, it would be passed forthwith,- 


The bill was then considered as in Committee of the Whole, 
reported to the Senate, and being engrossed, was read the third 
time and passed. > 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, the Senate then proceeded to the 
consideration of Executive business, and having spentsome 
time therein, adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tcespay, March 15, 1842, 


THE AMERICAN MAIL, é&c. 

Mr. STANLY, on leave given, offered the following resolu- 
uon, which was read for information: 

Resoived, That the Postmaster General of the United States 
be directed to inform this House whether, in his opinion, any 
further provision by law is necessary to secure the Post Office 
Department from loss arising from the transmission of lewers 
by private persons coastwise from one port of the United States 
to another. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to inform this House whether, in his opinion, any further pro- 
vision bylaw be necessary 10 secure the American-owned 
ships and vessels the coasting trade of the United States, and 
also the conveyance of passengers from one port thereof to 
another. 

Mr. BOTTS said that he had in his drawer a resolution con- 
nected with this subject, which was not embraced in the resolu- 
tion of the gentleman from North Carolina, {Mr. STANLY] and 
which he-would be glad should be passed upor: now. 

The resolution was read as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiary be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of so amending the navigation 
laws as to prevent interference or competition oa the part of to- 
reigh steamers with the revenue Jaws of the United States, by 
the transmission of letters from one port of the United States to 
another, 

Any, without debate or division, the question was taken si 
muitaceously on all the resolutions, and they were adopted, 

KENTUCKY ASYLUM FOR THE DEAF AND DUMP. 

On motion of Mr. THOMPSON of Kentucky, the House 
took up, considered, and ordered toa third reading, without de- 
bate or division, the bill “to extend the time for selling the lands 
granted to the incorporated Kentucky Asylum for teaching the 
deaf and dumb. 

And, by general consent, the bill wad read a third time and 


passed, 
THE NAVY. 

Mr. MALLORY rose and asked Jeave at this time to make 
two reports from the Committee on Naval Affairs, which, he 
said, he had had in his hands sometime, and which appertained 
to matters of some importance. 

_ No objection being made— 

Mr. M. from the Committee on Naval Affairs, reported the 
following bills, which were severally read twice by their titles, 
and committed; 


x 


A bill to authorize the construction of a war steamer forhar- 


bor defence, accompanied by a report in writing, 

A bill to authorize the construction of a depot for charts and 
instruments for the navy of the United States, accompanied by 
a report in writing. 

On leave given, Mr. CHAS. J. INGERSOLL, from the Com. 
mittee on the Judiciary, reported a bili io authorize the Judge 
of the District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania 
to hold a special session of said court; which bill was read twice; 
and then, by genera! consent, was read a third time and passed. 

FOREIGN MISSIONS, 
Mr. ADAMS rose and said that on the 27th day of Angust 
‘last a resolution from the Committee on Foteign Affairs had 


| been adopted, instructing that committee to inquire into the ex- 


pediency of reducing the expenditures of the diplomatic ðe- 
partment of the Goverument, by reducing the number of minis- 
ters and diplomatic agents abroad. No reporthad been made 
at that session, and he now moved that the resolution be again 
referred to that committee. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. ADAMS moved a suspension of the rules for the purpose 
of offering the resolution, which he said he reported by direc- 
tion of the Committee on Foreign Affairs. It was a retrenching 
resolution, and it was necessary that it should be acted upon 
immediately. 

Mr. CUSHING rose and said he objected to any debate ona 
motion to suspend the rules. 

The resolution was then read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expedieucy of reducing the ex- 
peadiures of the diplomatic department of the Government, by 
diminishing the nusiber of ministersand other diplomatic agents 
abroad, and report thereon to ihe House. 

Mr. STANLY, remarking “Let ussee who isin favor of re- 
trenchment,” asked the yeas and nayson the metion of Mr. 
Apams; which were ordered. 

Mr. GENTRY inquired whether such a resolution was passed 
at the extra session? 

Mr, ADAMS. Yes; and itis by the direction of the Commit. 
tee on Foreign Affairs that I move to have it referred again to 
that committee. 


NG, (to the Speaker.) Does my colleague [Mr, 
Abams] present the resolution? f 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman offers it as a foundation 
for a mation to saspend the rules. Pe. j 

Mr. CUSHING. For the purpose of receiving the resolution, 
and not asa report from a committee? . : 7 
n ADA I move it by the unanimous direction of the 
nines on Foreign Affairs, with the exception of my col- 
lease, [Mr. Crsurne ] . 

Mr. CUSHING, That isa differen: question. 

[Cries to order.] 

Mc. CUSHING. Tunderstand the gentleman fr m Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. Apams]to propose this asthe report of a commit- 
tee, and to move a suspeusion of therules in order that that re- 
port may be received and acted upon. 

{Cries of “No; no such thing.”] 

Mr. CUSHING, Irise to a point oforder. I do 


t objec 


. colleague is 


to the moving of the resolution; 


but the objection which Triake, 
and which the House does not 


se d seem to understand, is'thatiny ` 
pele presenting areport from the Committee on Foreign 
airs. sa Bratton aed ONT RR 

Mr. ADAMS, I made the motion for reference, by -direction 
of the Committee or: Foreign Affairs: Imove the suspension’of < 
the rules no! by the direction of ‘that committee; for they shad 
very little expectation that opposition would be.made toit,- 
The motion to suspend the rules, therefore, is my ‘on: The- 
motion for reference, I repeat, is made by the unanimous vote 
of re Committee on Foreign Affairs, with the-czception of my. 
colleague. ; ; eee A 

After a brief conversation, in which Messrs, BRIGGS anc 
PICKENS participated es u BRIGGS and 

Mr. CUSHING then asked the Speaker to state the question, 
to the House to bea motion to suspend the rules for the pur: 
pose of receiving a report from the Committee on Foreign Af 

airs. p 

The SPEAKER. The motion to suspend the rules for the 
purpose of receiving the resolution which has been read. 

Mr. CUSHING. No;to receive a report from the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Affairs. ` 

Mr. ADAMS, Idonot present- this motion to suspend the 
ynies asa report. Motions of this kind, made uoder the’ diren- 
tion of the committee, are not called reports. My colleague 
chooses to call ita report, and he is welcome čo to consider it. 
1 move by the direction of the Commitee on Foreign Affairs 
that the resolution be referred to the same committee to which 
it had been referred last session, but upon which they did not 
report. Mr. A. washere understood to.refer to the necessity of 
the adoption of the resolution now, with a view to making cor- 
responding reductions (should any be agreed’ upon) in the ci- 
vil and diplomatic appropriation bill wow under consideration 
in Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. CUSHING, My colleague says I may ‘call this a report 
if I choose=== $ 4 

{falls to order—and cries of “not debatable.) 

The SPEAKER having interposed to order— ; 

Mr. CUSHING said that the gentleman from Massachusetts 
(Mr. Apams} hadbeen suffered to speak some minutes; 

Tie SPEAKER. The gentleman himself (Mr. Cusuiwa) 
asked for the explanation of the motion. : 

The yeas acd nays were then taken on the motion to sus: 
pend the rules, and the vote stood, in favor of the motion 173, 
against it 6, È 

So the rules were suspended. 

And the resolution being thus before the House, and the ques- 
tion being on the adoption thereof— 

My. YORKE demanded the previous question. 

Mr, CUSHING rose to a pointof erder; but, before statin: 
it, asked that the proposition might be read in the terms an 
words in which it wouid stand on the Journal. 

The Clerk then read the eutry as follows, (so far the Reporter 
could hear:) ‘ . 

“Mr. ADAMS, by instructions from the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, moved the following resolution, &¢. Mr. CUSHING ob- 
Jecting to its reception, Mr. ADAMS, aga member of the louse 
generally, moved a suspension of the rules for the purpose of 
receiving and considering the same.” 

Mr. CUSHING then said that the questionon which the House 
would vote wond be the adoption of a proposition moved by 
lis colleague under instructions from the Committee on Fo.» 
reign Affairs; and he wished to inquire of his colleague (before 
he stated his point of order) whether the proposition, as now 
recorded, was, according to his (Mr. ADAMS’s) recollection 
m conformity with the vote of the Committee on Forcign Af- 

airs? y 

The SPEAKER here interposed, remarking that this discus- 
sion could only be entertained by general consent, the previous. 
question having been called. , 

Mr. ADAMS said be did not think it right in his colleague 
to ask any such a question. 

Mr. CUSHING would state his point of order, he eaid. The 
proposition of his colleague was, in fact, a resolution’ reported 
from the Committee on Foreign Affairs. The resolution, ag it 
stood on the record, was a resolution of the committee thata 
cartain paper, which at the last session had beea referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs, shouid be again referred to 
that committee. Lis own understanding of the order of the 
commities Cand he put it lo other members of the committee 
to say if the fact were not so) was, that the vote of the commit- 
tee was that the chairman be instructed to move tiai the reso. 
lution refe he last s u be referred to that committee. 
That, however, was a secondary question. 

The SPEAKER. Phe resolunon makes no allusion what. 
ever to any reference at the jast session 
r CUSHING sail he supposed that that was immaterial 
nt olorder he was about to raj In either view of 
the proposition before the House was a resolution 
e from the Commitee on Foreign Affairs on a cer: 

And his poiut of order was t that no com: 
ofthe House had anthority to present any report on & 
maiter not previously referred to ic by the order of the 


BOTT: rose to a point oforder. Te desired, he was un- 
toad to say, to show that ihe poiat of order of the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts (Mr. Cusaine] was not in order. 

The SPEAKER said that ouly one point of order could be 
entertained at once, : Sot 

Mr. CUSHING. My point of order, I repeat, on the facts is, 
that no committee of the House could order any report of. pro. 
position to be presented to the House unless the subject-matter” 
Dad been p rrei to it by an order of the Heuse; 


and shat n no such order. referring 
to the © the question of reducing» 
foreign re it Was put competent for that com- 


proposition on that subject-matter. 
s point of order (he said) from a sincere con- 
tance with regard to the jurisdiction of the 
question whether they ‘could enter into 
ns notreferred to them by the order ofthe House. 
BOTTS submitted to the speaker that the gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Cusning}.could not raise this ques.. 
tion of orcer, . The House had-suspended the rules for the pur- 
pose of receiving the resolution, and it was net a matter of con- 
sequence whether the resolution.came from the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, or from the gentlemen from Massachusetts, 
(Mr. Apams.] | : 


The SPEAKER decided that the point of order of the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts {Mr. Cusrino}could not be entere 
tained. 


CONGRESSIONAL 


Mr. CUSHING appealed from: the decision of the Chair. Mr. 
C.-was proceeding to-make a remark— 

When Mr. MORGAN called upon the Chair to say whether 
the appeal was debatable or mot. 

The-SPEAKER said the appeal. was not debatable, the pre- 
vious question having been called. 

Some conversation followed, when the-Speaner. stated the 
question to the House, and the grounds ofhis decision. 

Mr. CUSHING. said there was sd much conversation that he 
had not been able to hear the observations of the Speaker. in 

stating his decision. 5 3 

The SPEAKER said that he had overruled the point of order, 
first, becausé, even if this.were a report of a committec, the 
Speaker conid not, on bis own responsibility, undertake to say 
thatthe committee had transcended its powers—a fact which 
did not at.allappear.. Butif that were true, this was merely a 
resolution proposing an inquiry into the expediency of an in- 
quiry by this same committee, which was not, in the judgment 
‘ofthe Chair, even obligatory on the committee its=If._ 

Mr. CUSHING (vemarking, as-the Reperter understood that 
he was rot satisfied with the correctness of the decision) with- 
drew the appeal. : 

So the appeal was withdrawn. 

And the question thea recurring on the demand for the pre- 
VIOUS question—— 

‘There was a second. 

And the main question (being on the adoption ef the resolu- 
tion) was ordered; and, being taken, 

The resolution was adopted. 

CONTESTED ELECTION IN FLORIDA. 

Mr. BARTON, from the Committee of Elections, ntade a re- 
port’ in the case of the contested election from Florida, which 
concludes with the following resolutions: 

Resoloed, That from the evidence taken since last session 
of Congress, and receivediby the committee, together with 
that which was then on file, the committee are of opinion that 
Moses E. Levy, the father of David Levy, was an inhabitant 
of Florida on the day of the transfer of that Territory to the 
United Staies. 

Resolved, further, That the domicil of the father is the do- 
aici! ofthe sou during the minority of the son, ifthe son be un- 
der the contro! and direction. of the father. 

Resolved, further, ‘What David Levy, the present Delegate 
from Florida, is now, and was at the time of his election, a citi- 
zen of the United States, residing in Florida, and is entitled to his 
seat in Congress as a Delegate from said Territory. 

The cesolations having been read, the report was laid on the 
table, and ordeied to be printed. 

Mr. HALSTED, from the minority che at first remarked) of 
the satne cominittee, made a report in the same case. 

Bat Mr. H. subsequently remarked that it was a dificult mat- 
ter to say whether the report came from the majority or the mi- 
nority. Five gentlemen, said Mr. I. have signed my report, 
and five have signed the other, [Laughter] 

The second report was also laid on the table and ordered to be 
printed. It concludes with the following resolutions. 

Resolved, That the evidence taken by David Levy since the 
Zast session of this House, being e# parte, and taken without 
due notice, 1s incompetent. , 

Resolved, That aa alien cannot be a Delegate in the Con- 
gress of the Vntted States, 

Resolved, That David Levy, Esq. is not a citizen of the 
United States in pursuance of any law or treaty thereof, and that 
therefore the said David Levy is not entitled to a seat in the 
House of Representatives as a Delegate from the Territory of 
Florida to the twenty-sevenih Congress. 

W. HALSTED, 


B. BLAIR, 
B. RANDALL. 

Fconcur in the second and third resolutions. 

N. B. BORDEN. 

Iconcuria the two first of the foregoing resolutions, andin 
the genera! reasoning of the report in reference thereto; buta 
majority ofthe committee having decided to receive testimony 
which I considered improperly taken, though material, I felt 
myself bound to act upon and consider it as competent, and 
therefore vote to adopt a resolution declaring Mr. Levy entitled 
to his seat JAS, IE. CRAVENS. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Indiana, on leave given, offered the fol- 
lowing resoluiion, which was adopted: 

Resolved, Thata committee of three be appointed, whose 
duty it shali be to determine upon and report some practicable 
rule.of classifying the clerks and subordinates officers in the 
several departments of the Government, and apportioning their 
salaries according to the services they respectively render; and 
that said committee also inquire into the expediency of regu- 
Jaiing the salaries of the several heads of bureaus, and that thoy 
have leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the House resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on thestate ol the Union. 

DISTRICT BANKS. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD asked Mr. F. to waive the motion, in or- 
der that the bill from the Senate (on the Speaker’s table) in re- 
lation to the District Banks might be taken up. 

Mr. FILLMORE would willingly waive the motion, he said, 
if no debat: wouhl arise. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD expressed the confident hope that there 
would be no debate, p 

Mr. FILLMORE said that the question involved was a serious 
one, and he should prefer to adhere to his motion. 

Mec. UNDERWOOD moved that the bill on the Speaker’s ta- 
ble be taken up. witha view merely to reference, 

But the motion of Mr. Finumore having precedence, the 
quéstion was taken, and the motion was agreed to. 

GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

So che House resolved itself into Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, (Mr. Brigas of Massachusetts in the 
chair,) and resumed the consideration of the bill making appro- 
priations for the civil ant dipiomatic expenses of the Govern- 
ment for the year 1812 Ñ 

The pending question was on the motion of Mr. STANLY to 
amend item 22, “for the salary of the First Auditor and the 
compensation of (be clerks and messengers in his offic 
900,” by striking out ths words “the salary of the Fi 
ditor, and reducing the appropriation to the sum of $15,990. 

Mr. LINN, who was entitled te tie floor, rose and said that 
the amendment submi to the committee proposed to strike 
out the salary of the First Auditor of the Treasury Depart- 
ment, and to leave the compensation of the clerks and messer- 
gers of his office as reported. The reasons given by gentlemen 
insupport of this amendment (continued Mr. L.) are, that the 


present Auditor, for whom the: bill as reported pravides the 
usual compensation, is-an-unfit and incompetent agent, and 
that notwithstanding, inthe solemn determination of a commit- 
tee of this House he has been charged, in the execution of this 
very office, with a violation of law, and the most culpable ne- 
glect and remissvess; heis still retained in office. The charges 
against this efficer are to be found in the report of the commit- 
tee appointed in 1839 to {investigate the frauds committed in the 
New York custom-house during the administration of Swart- 
wout and Price, In that- report, after setting forth the tesil- 
mony takenon the investigation, itissiated— : > 

“From the preceding testimony, the committee report the fol- 
lowing facts as established: ; ‘ 

“Ist. That the First Auditor of the Treasury has been guilty 
of culpable disregard of Jaw and neglect of duty in examining 
and certifying the correctness of the accounts of the late Collec: 
tor at New York, without having compared them thoroughly 
with the vouchers accompanying the same; and also in trans- 
miting said accounts. to.the First Comptroller certified for re- 
vision, while the most important vouchers therefor were re- 
tained in his own office. 

“2d. Thatno fraud practised by the said Collector, in his 
weekly returns of cash to the Secretary of the Treasury, could 
affect the just and true settlement of the quarterly accounts 
of said Collector at the Auditer’s office, as said weekly 
returns form no part of the basis of the settlement of said 
quarterly accounts by the Auditor, and therefore furnish no 
apology for the neglect of the Auditor to examine the same 
thoroughly. 

“3d. That without the ait of the register of bond accounts of 

Collectors, required by Jaw and Treasury circular to be kept by 
the Auditor, ta enable him todeiect frauds and defaleations, If 
any exist, the said Auditor could have thoroughly examinedsaid 
SwartwouUs quarterly account during avy quarter since said 
Auditor hasbeen in office,inasmuch as the original quarterly ac- 
counts were retained against law in. his offise, and furnished 
th ame means of a comparison asa register could have fur- 
nished. 
- “4th. That in the culpable disregard of law and neglect 
of duty as aforesaid, by said Auditor, is found a primary 
cause why the immense defalcations of said Swartwout in 1837, 
and subsequently, escaped early detection, and have re- 
sulted in the probable Joss of a large amount of the public 
treasure.” 

To this it is replied thatit is not a legitimate or just exer- 
cise of power on the part of the House thus summarily to get 
rid of a public officer; and that it isan improper interference 
with the appointing power; and that, corrupt and inefficient as 
he may be, it is sufficient for us to know that the Executive re- 
tains him, and ihat we are bound to make the appropriation for 
his support. 

The naked power of this House aver the supplies, and the 
right to withhold them, has hardly been denied. The gentle- 
man from Kentucky (Mr. Unpgrwonp} boldly asserted it, and, 
a: Lihouglit, the faithful application of bis own clear and forci- 
ble illustrations of the power, could not fall short of reaching 
the case in hand. Ie, however, retained his doubts of the pro- 
priety of applying the power on this occasion. The gentleman 
from Massachusetts, (Mr. Cusaing,} in quite a.metaphysical 
disquisidion on the subject, seemed now to admis and then deny 
the power, until he was finally lost in a labyrinth of qualifica- 
tions. Heseemed to think that before we thus interfered with 
the Executive discretion, he should present himself armed cap- 
a-pie asa military usurper. The practical effect of his doctrine 
would be, that the legislative power should bow in humble sub- 
mission to the willofthe Bxseutive, until he stood atthe head 
of his cohorts. In his plan of defence, all the passes are to be 
yielded as preparatory to maintaining the citadel. According 
to his doctrine, it was revglutionary to withhold the supplies 
from a public officer, however incompetent or corrupt, pro- 
vided the odor of this same officer did not offend the Executive 
nostrils. The stomachs of the people and their Representatives 
must not be more sensitive than that of the physician who ad- 

inisters the nauscous draught. 7 
+ it is folly to contend here. / There is no constitutional 
limitation of the power of this fouse over the appropriations. 
Besides being a componentof thé law-making power in other 
respects, the Constitution provides that “all bills for raising 
revenue shall orizinatg in thé House of Representatives.” 
The power to grant is the power to withhold. The one with- 
out the other would be ‘nngatgry—a contradiction in terms, a 
perfect solecism. The Consutution confers this power as an 
indispensabls and necessary check upon other branches of the 
Government—as an essential and vital principle—without 
which there would not:-be any balance in the system. In it is 
to be fonnd the only true seturity of the people—the representa: 
tive of the only sovereigniy known to the Governmeat—the on- 
ly unsurmountable barfigr toa corrupt and tyrannical exer- 
cise of Executive patrdhage and power. Itisa power which 
knows and acknowledges n0 limitations but such as are found in 
the responsibility of the Representative to his constituents, and 
in his own obedience to the Constitution andthe laws. Sacha 
limitation as would practically result from a non-user of the 
power would convert the Representative into a mere automa- 
ton—ajmachine to register pro forma the rescripts of the Presi- 
dent. The Executive would the absorbent of the Legislative 
discretion and will, and, to all dangerous intents, units in one 
man prerogatives which are the indispensable ingredients of 
a despot. 

Ss faras appropriations of money are concerned, the Legis: 
lative is in no respect subordinate to the Exeutive branch. Itis 
fully co-ordinate and co-equal. In one sense it is wholly inde- 
pendent. The power ofthe Executive over legislation is bare- 
ly negative, and that under limitations which, if the represen- 
tative be faithful to hisobligations, can never work the peace- 
fulinaction of the Government. I: may work its usurpation 
by force, and the only constitutional safeguard against it is 
the exercise cf the power of this House over thesupplies. Re- 
linquish this, and you abandon the independence of the Re- 
presentative to the will of the Executive, and will noteven be 
left to choose whether you will havea tyrant with one or with 
one hu d heads. 

Sir, it is time for the representative portion of this Govern- 
ment to speak out, Recent events have proved how casily one 
encroachment may creep silently and insidiously after another, 
until the will of the people, through their constitutional organ, 
may become wholly disregarded—until the yreat constituional 
safeguard of the sources of power, both of the Executive and 
the Representative, may became undermined and trodden under 
foot, I rejoice that the other branch of Congress has caught the 
alarm, andin more than one instance interposed its constitution- 


al powers asa barrier to the floodgates of corruption which 
have been letin upon us. Let us not delay to come to-the Fee 
scucof the Government from the dangers which beset it in the 
shape of weak counsels and designing ends. I have more than 
once, while considering the course of this Administration, been 
forcibly reminded of Lord Coke’s summary of .the causes 
which overthrew the Roman empire: “Latens odium, juvenile - 
concilium, et privatum lucrum.? “Wo to thee,O land, when 
thy king is a child.” A 
Sir, į wouldask gentlemen who have not dared to deny this 
powerin terms, but who have buried it up in qualifications 
and inexpediencies until it çan scarcely be seen—who have 


- whispered out.a tame concession of it as if they feared the 


Executive would overhear. them—if this is not an occasion 
for us to represent’ the will and interests of our constituents 
in the exercise of a just, reasonable, and necessary legisla- 
tive function? The right to abolish by law the. office of First 
Auditor, and to confer his duties upon another functionary, 
would be denied by no one. Is there any thing more exira- 
vagant in the proposition now before the committee, which is 
simply to rid ourselves of an unfaithful and incompetent 
officer, and to impose his duties temporarily and until the place 
can be supplied upon the subordinates in the department? Is 
thereany stretch of power, any impracticable cffort, any in- 
terference with the operations of Government, in this? No- 
thiag of the kind, sir. The very terms of the proposition will 
inform the Executive and the country of our object and design, 
and bear with it our ‘full justification. He and they will un- 
derstand our meaning. The moment a proper incumbent is 
furnished for this responsible office the appropriation willbe 
forthcoming, and all will go on as usual. Yea, more, sir; we will 
not only be discharging a solenm duty which we owe the coun- 
cry, but will teach a lesson to the Executive which I trust will 
not be thrown away upon him, unless, indeed, like Festus, he 
be deaf to the words of soberness and truth. And our con- 
stituents will moretkan justify us; they will applaud the act—- 
they will hail it as the first and long-desired blow at Execu- 
tive tyranny and misrule—-they will rejoice to see the bow of 
Government thus drawn to ils extremest tensiun, and they 
disabused of their fears lest it has lost much of its force and 
elasticity. 

Sir, it is high time for the Representatives of the people to 
be chary of their powers. Weare daily falling upon events in 
theadministration of the Government, which, if we would pre- 
serve its purity and our own independence, must not be suffer- 
ed to pass unobserved. The exercise of the appointing power, 
as practised for many years past, jis, to say the Jeast, of doubt- 
ful constitutional authority. It has abuses which are scarcely 
tolerable, even when it is confined to removals and appoint- 
ments for mere opinion’s sake. Extend it as it has been to re- 
taining in office men of acknowledged and notorious unfitness, 
although differing in aoe sentiment from a majority of the 
people—extend it as has been, as a reward for political treach- 
ery and the most servile personal adulation, and you wil) not 
only drain the feculence of party of its rankest sediment, but, 
if left unrebuked and unresisted, entail upon the country a 
wore than Eastern despotism. 

Sir, in the short history of this country, we have had some 
strange exhibitions of the perversions of our system—some 
strange executive exactions and usurpations, and still stranger 
acquiescence inthem. Most ofthese have happened during the 
last twelve years. Until then the Government was administered 
with due regard to the simplicity and purity of its Republican 
forms. Notso atthe present time. Take, for example, the 
heads of the several departments of the Government. These 
are nut Known to or recognised by the Constitution, but are@the 
offspring of law, and were originally intended and understood 
to be the mere keepers of bureaus, or chief clerks in the various 
departments of Government. What have they become? From 
the mere advisers of the President upon affairs belonging to 
their respective de;artments, they have grown into a sort of 
Cabinet Council, and become the sharers of the responsibilities 
of the Administration—the shields ofthe Executive. Both theo- 
retically and practically thisis an infringement of the Constitu- 
tion—the erection of a new power in the Government at the ex- 
pense of the freedom and usefulness of important and indispen- 
sable departments in the management of pubiic affairs. It is 
also an unwarrantable extension of Executive power and pa- 
tronage. Although appointed for a period determined by law, 
and in fact as independent of the Executive, during the continu- 
ance of their term, as any other of the functionaries of Govern. 
ment, the tenure of their office depends upen their agreement 
with and obedience to the Executive. And, as a consequence of 
this, the administration of these departments are deprived of all 
independence—the heads of them are reduced to the servile tools 
of the President, who is, de facto, the sword and the purse of the 
nation. 

Nor is this all. We have thus adopted a monarchical fea- 
ture of the very worst tendency, unknown to the written Con- 
stitution, and forbidden in the very genius and spirit of our in- 
stitutions, And, as in all cases where the popular form of Go. 
vernment is permitted to run into the monarchical channel, the 
stream often becomes swollen and turbid, and offensive in the 
last degree. When Democrats undertake to play the Aristo- 
crat, as they often do, even when their professions of Democra- 
cy are the loudest, they do it with a vengeance. Such, at all 
events, is the testimony which our “Cabinets: have afforded 
as compared with the “Ministry” in monarchical Govern- 
ments, and to which they are intended to be assimilated, Inthe 
history of Great Britain we most generally find the Ministry re- 
signing, on account of their disagreement in some great public 
measure demanded by the people through their representation 
in Parliament, and scarcely ever solely on account of the disaf- 
fection of the crown towards them. Here, in every instance in 
which the event has transpired, it has been occasioned by a 
disagreement between the Cabinetand the Executive, and inno 
case upon the requisition of the people or of Congress. Indeed, 
almost simultaneous with the resignation of the British Minis- 
try who agreed with Queen Victoria, but unfortunately were 
not acceptable to Parliament, our Cabinet are forced to resign, 
for not uniting with a President in his crusade upon a measure 
vital to the interests of the country, and twice adopted by large 
majorities of both branches of Congress, representing the sove- 


reignty of the nation. 


If, then, from any necessity, we must engraft upon our 
system monarchical forms, let us at least be sure of preserv- 
ing the only Republican feature they have—obedtence to the 
people. Let us not be outdone by them in this particular. 
Sir, what isit that has preserved English liberty, from the 
gift of her Magna Charta to the preseut time? What is it 
that has watched with a jealous eye, and resisted with an uns 
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remitting vigilance the frequent attempts of the crown at en 
croachmeni? Simply the sovereignty of the people of Eng: 
land, represented in the British House of Commons. And 
where, I would ask, ig the sovereignty of our people to be 
found, if not in this House? What security will there be left 
for them, if, in all their conflicts of power between the Execu- 
tive and Legislative branches, we fail to assert what is night. 


fully entrusted to usin their behalf, and upon the relinquish: - 


ment of which we must ail become slaves? 

Sir, the motion of the gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
STANLY] did not startle me, as it seems to have done my friend 
from Tennessce, {Mr. ARNOLD.] I nust confess I was startled 


when the mover intimated bis intention to withdraw it, I was 
that intimation alone that induced me to seek the floor. Lhope 


the gentleman will not withdraw it. The legislation which is 
now proposed, is, in my judgment, not only within our legi- 
timate sphere, but a sacred duty To abandon this position is 
to abandon duty—a painful one, to be sere, but nevertheless 
our duty, On such an occasion we should fear even to 
doubt. a 
“Our doubts are traitors, 
And make us lose the good we oft might win 
` By fearing to attempt.” 

I know nothing of this officer except as he is portrayed inthe 
report of the committee, I find one of the members of that 
committee still insisting, after the lapse of several years, upon 
ihe truth of the charges contained inthe report, andaverring 
that he has, after this tong season for consideration asd reflec- 
tion, recommended the President to remove himon account of 
them, I would not do this individual the least injustice; but 
are we notbound to believe that he was guilty ofa gross vio. 
lation of Jaw, ov at least of the most culpable neglect andre- 
missness, which cost the Government many thousands, andthat 
too while in the discharge of the duties of the very office he 
now fills? Sir, I would feel guilty myself if I falteredin the 
discharge of what I conceive to be my duty here. If the Presi. 
dent, in the discharge of his trusts, can retain this oflicer—ifhe 
can disappoint the wishes and expectations of the honestans en- 
lightened people who elevated him inthesure confidence that 
the Government would be purified of its corruptions, |, for one, 
cannot, will notaid him. will vote forthe amendment. 

Mr. SPRIGG said ne had observed in the public prints~in 
the National Intelligencer and other papers—some severe re- 
fluctions on this Mouse for the course pursued in regard to this 
very appropriation bill. A contrast had Leen drawn between 
the: nseives and the other branch of this Government; and he 
had heard gentlemen in this-hall give countenance and sanction 
to all that had been saidin the public prints in regard to the 
course pursued during the present session. He came in for a 
share of the responsibility; but he had never offered, during the 
whole progress of this bill, a proposition to amend is; alf the 
amendments came from that poriton of the Whig party who 
professed to ke Whigs dyed inthe wool, Here was a proposi 
tion to strike out thesalary of the First Auditor from a gentle- 
man who was in a spiteful way. {A laugh.] He had offered 
this proposition, ands1id he would withdraw if, and he had 
supposed the gentleman would have withdrawn it before this, 

Mr. SHLANLY said he had tried to get the floor for the pur- 
pose. Hedit not wish to cut the gentleman of" from his 
speech. | He would withdraw the amendment now ifthe gen- 
tleman would give way. 

Mir. SPRIGG said he woulddoit. {Cries of “go on, go on.) 
S.said, as he was called to-go oa, he would continue his 
marks, Gentleman had spoken with regard to the power of 
appointing and removing men from cffice. These questions 
were also debated at the first commencement of this Go- 
ment, when the Executive Departments were establish. 
Let them examine the laws; they were the best index— 


ed. 
the best criterion as to what these who framed this Federal 


Constitution considered was the power of the Executive 
in removing from o xo far as this matter was con- 
cerned, he was not disposed to depart from the landmarks 
jail cowan by them, We did not see why they should bring 
hyp this question in regard to theextent of Executive power, He 
shovid notgo into ite k was amater settled in sur laws that 
the President had this pewer given him by those who framed 
t e Federal Constisution io remove the! flicers. By the rela- 
tions which he maintained ia hisy constitnency, 
he required to denounce the President of the United Siates 
ying that the Secretary of the Treasury should, 
y the requirements cf Jaw, sce that the esti 
ry Department are presented to this House? 
Autitor of the Treasury examined all the accounts. 
could not get one red cent out of the Ts ry wichoet his ex- 
ation. Suppose they withheld his salary, what could they 
feat by i? 2 

Was this alegitimate mode toaholish an office? Would any 
man dare tt getup and say the office of First Auditor shail be 
ab dished—an office established by the law, with a view to carry 
oui the law, which said that no moneys shall be crawn from the 
Treasury unless by appre priauions made bylaw? Were they, 
of th’'s Heuse, representating a free people, and 
Ww sneered regard to the Consutution, to withhold from this 
officer tae compensation now required by the law of the land? 
jie had not wished tosay aught on this subject, but when he 
was called an to vote for ameasure which be knes to be in 
yiolationof his Cuty asa representative of the people, out of 
party motiv c Was bound to tellthe reasons why he woul 
not vote for it. Efe felt that he would be recreant to his duty 
and treacherous io the people if he refused to allow this sa 
to Chis officer, the First anditor of the Treasury 
which existed. and (ov which they were bound to provide. Srp. 
pose Tyler ren ved him to-morraw, snd they refused to give 
this salary, whoever succeeds could not get thissalary, He did 
not know this man, but he bad conversed with g 
held his office only during good behavior, who 
never setiled with a man more rigorous than this officer; other 
gentlemen had told him he wasa rigorous, honest man, This 
Congress had never acted on the report of the geatleman from 
Virginia, which impugned the character of this officer; it wasa 
repartof a committee merely. He was no more bourd to re- 
gard that report ag true than what was said out of this Hall by 


men in whom he had as much confidence as. he had in the gen- 
tleman from Virginia. a aan sea 
_ Why had not ihe House impeached this officer before this 
time, if he was a faithless officer, a treacherous. man, neglect 
ful of his duty? Had they not. the power, the. sole power, 
lodged in no other department of Government, to impeach him? 
He would ask the gentleman from North Carotina; (Mr. STAN- 
LY,) whom he-had never known stop atany thing which his 
duty called him to do, why le had not before this mement de- 
manded an impeachment of this officer?’ That wasthe regniar 
way. If they said that no money should be paid. they abolished 
the office; they broke up the foundations of the administrative 
policy of this Government. He thought the Whigs were taking 
avery severe responsibility on themselves. Were they not 
bound by their duty, unless they intended to break asunder 
this Government, to appropriate the compensaticr to the va- 
rious officers in all the Depurtmentsof the Government, witha 
view to enable the Executive to execute the laws which they 
themselves made? Š 
Mr. StaNLY withdrew his amendment, 
Mr. GREEN movedto amend the item by reducing the sa- 
lary of the-First Auditor $500, so that the item will read thus: 
“For salary of the First Auditor $2,500, and the compensa- 
tion of the clerks and messengers in his ofice $15,900.77 : 
Mr. G. said it was not his intention to detain the committee 


with along speech, butto draw attention to the salary of this ` 


officer. If he had been an incompetent and unfaithful officer, 
he ought-to be removed. As the gentleman from North Caro- 
lna had withdrawn bis motion to strike out his whole salary, 
he, Mr. G. moved to reduce it from $3,000 to $2,500. He should 
follow up this motion by moving to strike out $500 from the 
salariesof the heads of bureaus throughout this bill. The 
Whigs as a party were pledged to retrenchment, They 
had told the party they turned out of power that they had 
been extravagaut in conducting the Government; that the saja- 
ries of oficers had been too high, and they agreedihey wouid 
bring down these expensesto an economical administration. He 
intended, so faras he was concerned—and he called on his poii- 
tical fiiends to aid hhm-—every where to carry out their pledges 
and promises made before the last election; and he hoped to 
find his Democratic friends willing to join him, for they pro. 
fessed to be inclined toreform and economy. ‘They, at the last 
election, were running the race of economy. it seemed now 
that every attempt to economize and retrench was out or order. 
He, for one, was determined to carry out his promises, let others 
do as they would, 

Mr. W. G JOHNSON said be had endeavored to obtain the 
floor on the motion of the geneman from North Carolina, {Mr. 
SPANLY,] and he should have opposed that motion. The gen 
tleman from Kentucky (Mr. GREEN) had spoken of the doctrines 
of the Whig party, and of their promises. IJe (Mr. J) hed heard 
so much said on this floor of the promises of the Whig party, 
that it appeared that every gentleman could get up and speak 
as ifhe was the organ of the Whig party. Hedoubted not that 
every gentleman who spoke here, spoke the sentiments he en- 
tertained, and they stated them to be the doctrines of the Whig 

arty. 
p Mr GREN was understood to ask ifthe Whig party were 
not pledged to economy? 

Mr. JOHNSON. General economy; but not, as be under- 
stood, to an indiscrimmate reduction of the salaries of officers. 
fe bad always advocated abundant salaries and few officers. If 
there were too many offices, abolish them. He did not complain 
of any gentleman for speaking his own sentiments, but he did 
complain far his reading others out of the Whig party who did 
not agrea with him. He doubted its wisdom and propriety. 

Was ihis pot a question which caght to stand on itsown me- 
rits, without invoking party feelings on either side? He should 
vote against this amendment, because he thought the salary 
was not too large to command that order of talent which was 
required to take charge of these bureaus, the. most important 
under Government. Ifthere were too many bureaus, reduce 
the number; ifthere were too many officers, reduce them. But 
if they were going into a system of economy, he had been wait- 
ing sometime to introduce a propesition which he taought 
would be calculated to effect the greatest economy and retrench- 
mentin the civil department of Government. “the proposition 
which he wished to see made was. that all the officers connected 
with ail the custom-bouses of the United States should 
anda dbe reporied speci z 
fis attorneys, and all the 
shouid be pre 
House, and have their salaries reported on every ye 
lar appropriation bill, precisely as was the case with the clerks 
D sof this Hors ous Departments of Go 
s would naturally in- 
i their ac- 


ofthe Union. ne cu 
a whole bostofofficers from the collection of the customs, and 
thus they scarcely had a knowledge of the enormous disburse- 
ments throughout the whole Guvernment before the money 
eomestothem. ife thought sucaa proposition would effect a 
greater reform and economy than any other that conid be intro- 
duced into the House. He had he ihe committee 
on the investigation of the affairs of th stom -house 
to report, and believed that i is that would he of im- 
portance should not be dizclosed, they sill disclose many 
facts which would be of valuable information to them. Le 
could ouly express his regret that the report had wot been 
madè. 

For the reason that he believed the salary of t 
not too large, he should vote against the propos. 
Ueman from Kentucky. 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN then addressed the Honse in defence of 
the Auditor. 

Mr GORDON considered the gentleman from Kentucky as 
being entirely wrong in the object of his motion. This was an 
appropriation bill, and not a bill toreirench or to regulate the 
salaries of officers of the Government. Those salaries were 
d by law; and though the House might strike off the appro- 
priation of a part of the salary, that would not reduce the sa- 
lary an iota; the officer would still be legally entitled to the 
whole amount; and the only effect would be to defer the pay- 


officer was 
a ofthe gen- 


-ment to another Congress; paid’ it must:bg;-for it was dus tò 
him under a cöntract, ‘Now, either the gentleman: was-bonupely = 
-mistaken in the motion he had mnade, or else.this was a Talse and. 
hollow-hearted evasion of the:promises of teform:so:tiberally': 
nrade by the patty to which he belonged—an appearance; apr 
tence of retrenchment, which must be-wholly nugatory: “There 
was but one other way of interpreting the: motion of thé gentlé~ 
man; and that. was, as an attempt, by’a side’blow, to drive a 
particular individual from office, probably with a view to poy 
some other in his place. As it would. have no réal éffectin 
touching the salary, the movement must have some political 
purpose in view. Mr. G. wag neither the accusér of the Figst 
Auditor northo defender of his crimes, if- crimes: he had cóm- 
mittéd; that wasnot now the question... Ang this was butanex- 
ample to show bow improper were all these atempts-at mak: 

ing ex parte attacks upon men in public offices -7 ë 

But again: If these $500 were to be deducted from his salary, 
was the deduction to be pro raża, and applied to that portion of 
the salary due the present year? This was, infact, only res 
enacting the obnoxious principle of the bankrupt law, which 
struck at contracts, and interfered with vested rights. “It wasa 
blow at the office,a blow at Executive pretogative, just‘as | 
much asthe motion made before to strike out the whole salary, 
It went on the doctrine that a majority in Congress may atany 
time withhold the salary of any and all‘officers of. the Goyerné 
ment—the judicial officers as well as any others. Ves,-establish, 
this doctrine, and Congress could-at-any time drive: fromthe 
bench of the Supreme Courtany Judge who had snadehimself 
obnoxious by an uprightard fearless discharge of his duty... It 
was only to declare his conduct arbitrary and tyrannical, ‘and 
vote notte pay bim: a doctrine utterly subversive of that’ due 
division of power and independence of the several departments 
of Government, which Jay at the foundation of our Republican 
system. This, to be sure, might be a very wise Whig expedi- 
dent to relieve the ‘Preasury from the embarrassments brought 
uponit by alienating the proceedsof the pnblic lands, giving 
away $500,000 to the Post Office Department, &¢ dec. but ag 
to the officer in question it. would not lower bis salary one dol- 
i emen really wished to effect that, let them bring in 
a separate biJ expressly for the reduction of salaries, Whea 
such a bili shouid anpear, rezeeing all salaries pro rata, Mr. 
G. would consider it, though without now committing himself 
as to what course he might hereafter pursue. : ‘ 

Mr. FILLMORE here made a stiong appeal to the commi ueg 
against consuming further time on motions of this description, 
(Louderies for “question”? were heard through the Hall.] Ang: 
ibe question being put, the motion toamend by réducing the 
salary of the First Auditor to $2,500 wasnegatived without a 
court. a SS et 
The CLERK then went on with the reading of the bill by secs 
tions. i 

The 25th, viz. for the salary of the Fourth Auditor, and 
clerks and messenger in his office, was reduced from $19,950 to 
$18.950. 

The 26th, viz. 
clerksand messenger 
$12.800 f, ay 

Mr. PROFFIT ingnired whether it would be in order here to ` 
introduce a motion tochange the. duties of this officer by taking 
from him the superintendence of the light-house system and 
transferring i tothe topographical bureau? Our present system 
cost four time as much as that of the French Government; 
and. as matters now stood, the Auditor passed upon his own ic- 


for the salary of the Fifih Auditor, and — 
in hisofice, wasreduced from $14,800.t0 : 


counts. ee 
The CHAIR decided 
ordet. ae P f 
The 29th section having been read, which provides for the 


salary of the Commissioner of the General L md Office ‘and of 
the recorder, solietor, draughtsman, clerks; messengers, and 


that sucha motion would not be nowin | 


packers in his cffice$983,500— ‘ 
Mr, MCKEON moved lo strike it out, as the only means in 

his power of calling the attention of the comntittee, and parti- 

culatly the members of the Retrenching Committee, of which 

the geneman from Virginia (ty, GILMER} was chairman, to 
the state of the pubiic expend ures in the land oflice. In 1986, 
an enlarged scale of expenditure in, that office was required 
in consequence of the overwhelming amount of businesa 
pressing onthe oficers from the large sales of public lands 
about that period. In that year, the income from the Jands 
exceeded the sum of twenty-five millions of dollars, Then the 
appropriation was not much grea er ‘han the amount at pre- 
cenit asked of us by the Executive. Tt was not much over 
$100,000. Now, wih an income fromthe lands, as reported in 
IS11. of $1.454.063, we are asked to appropriate $98,500. With 
such a falting off of income oughithere not to be some reduc- 
tion of expendimre? The country would not submit to this 
expenditure. Previous to 1636, when the income was greater 
thin it appears to have been in the past year, the expense of the 
office was between twenty-one andtwenly-iwo thousand dollars. 
the sales of the public lands, as reporied to us, show that-we . 
haveno right to expect any such revenue as we had in 1836. 

I he sales of the public lands from 1833 to 1841 were àa follows: 


year 1833 : - $4,972,284. 
In the year 1 i i : 6094981 
a 1833 . eroa 15,999,804 
s ige E E ee 
x . . . ays ë 
H H k h x 4'305,564 
“ 1839 ote z 6,464,556. 
F 1240 LO >: o T 2202202 
te J84! 7 1,454,063 


present commissioner had reduced 
Mr. McK. thought the present in- 
ight do the same kindness to'the country. if geri- 
cumbent in Canine this subject, Thave no doubt tuey wiil can 
cur with me in the opinion that we can disban a porion! 
our army of recorders, sclicitora, and clerks in that Depart: 
ment: and for himself, he (Mr, McK.) could pot ee iy we 
jd not go back to the force*prior to 1936. He had risen 
te hrow out these hints, He had no hope: of striking 
the item out, and he was not disposed to waste time in a debate. 
He iherefore withdrew his proposition. i ne 
The House then proceeded in the bill with vigor, and went 
on with little Interruption through the first hundred sections, 


The predecessor of the 
the force fiom 1836, and he, 


merely fo t 


following 4 l ; à 
: out, either uoder'a previous general order of the House to strike 
out all appropriations not warranted by law, or on special mo- 
tion“ with the Understanding that such of them as the Commit- 
~tee of Ways and Means: may deem necessary are to be reported 
‘in a distinc bill, tobe. reported from that committee hereafter, 
vig A a T SEIN ; 
For ‘the: contingent: expenses of ‘the Southeast. Executive 
building, $12,000; salary of the watch, &. $2,300. : 


1) For-the contingent expenses of the Secretary of Wars ` 


a $3,000; ‘books, . maps, &o.. of the War Department, 
-- For the salary of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, clerks 
&e, $17,900. > ares ae nee A 
: For the contingent expenses of his office, $2,000. : i 
ni For the contingent expenses of the Commissioner. of Pën- 
sions, $16,100. roA x 
«For clerk and messenger in’ the office? of the Commanding 
“General, $1,500... ~~ - <a 4 i 

For contingent expenses of his office, $300; -$500 of the ap- 

gropriation for clerks and messenger in the office of Adjutant 
General. . : 

For contingent expenses of his office, $500, 

For contingent expenses in the office of the Quartermaster 
General, $1,000, . : 

For contingent expenses in the office of the Paymaster Ge- 
neral, $800. P 

For contingent expenses in the office of the {Commissary Ge- 
neral of Purchases, $800. 

#500 from the appropriation for the office of Commissary Ge- 
neral of Subsistence. 

For contingent expenses of his office $3,200. 

$500. from the appropriation for the ofice of Chief Engineer. 
` For. contingent expenses of his office $1,500. 

31,650 from the appropriation for the office. of Surgeon Ge- 
neral. ; 

$500 from the appropriation forthe office of Colonel of Ord- 
nance. 

For con'ingent expenses of his office $800. 

$500 from the appropriation for the Bureau of Topographi- 

«cal Engineers. S 
For contingent expenses of the Bureau $1,735. 

For contingent expenses of the Northwest Executive building 
$4,500; pay of the waich $2,250, > 
E oon contingent expenses of the office of Secretary of the Navy 

For contingent expenses of the Navy Board $3,600, 

For watch ofthe Navy building $1,650. 

For contingent expenses of the same $3,350, 

[$2,575 were allowed for repairs in the houses temporarily 
Santor the General Post Office while the new office was 

uilding. 

For contingent expenses of the office of the Assistant Post- 
masters General $6,500. 

For clerks, &c. in the office of Auditor of the Post Office the 
appropriation was reduced from $68,700 to $55,500. 

For contingent expenses or jus office $4,700, 

For compensation of extra clerks and draughtsman in the 
offices of the Surveyors General of Ohio, Wisconsin, and 

a ine and Missouri, Arkansas and Louisiana: in all 

‘Che item for the salary of the President’s Secretary to sign 
patents for public lands $1,500, having been read, and the ques- 
tion being on striking out— 

Mr. PROFFITT addressed the House for about half an hour, in 
a speech of which copious notés were taken, but of which, at 
his request, no report is here given, 

Me, COOPER of Georgia said the gentleman from Indiana 
was right in saying that the very gentleman who now wished 
to strike out this appropriation had formerly voted to msert it; 
and he called for the reading of the law of 1836; which was read 
accordingly at the Clerk’s tablo, 


Mr. C. said thatifthe reason of. this law had ceased, he” 


should be in favor ofsuriking out the appropriation; but if not, 
he should oppose the motion, He adverted to the original rea- 
son which had led to the appointment of such a Secretary, viz, 
the personal inability of President Jackson to sign the multitude 
of patents which were then issued; and he called upon gentle- 
men from all the new States to unite and oppose the motion 
now made. Their constituents were immediately interested, 
this obviated the delay formerly experienced in getting their 
patents for the lands they had bought and paid for, Since the 
present arrangement, Mr. C. hadbeen enabled to get out pa- 
tenis which he could not before; and if the office should be abo- 
lished many of the new settlers could not, perhaps, perfect their. 
Jand titles for twenty years to come, : 
Mr. OWSLEY, of Kentucky, after referring to the pledges 
given previously to the late Presidential election for the re- 
trenchment of all useless offices under Government, declared 
himself in favor of the motion to strike out, and said he thought 
he could satisfy the gentleman from Georgia|Mr. Cooper] that 
the reason of the former law had ceased, Up to the year 1833, 
it had been the duty of every President to sign these patents 
personally. Thesales were then about two millions per an- 
num, anda secretary was then appoiated to relieve him: the 
appointment was declared, at the time, to be only temporary, 
tocontinue for four years. In 1836 the period was extended; 
but why? The land sales had increased to twenty mil- 
lions. But what were they now? The report of the 
Land Commissioner showed that during the first three 
quarters of the past year they had amounted in alll to less 
than one million, being ‘but $818,000, only one-thirtieth of the 
amountof ihe time the law had been renewed. It was then 
pleaded that the President was old and fecble: could that ve 
vrged now? andhad oot the gentleman from Massachusetts 
(Mr. Apama signed all these patents in his term without an 
assistant? and thatalthough hishand was palsied. Mr. O. be- 
lieved thatit would take but a few minutes of the Presidents 
time each day to do the whole duty. True, the saving 
would be but $1,500, and this was considered by some gen; 
tlemen as quite too smal] a matter for them even to look at- 
bntit was by many small savings that a great saving was 
effected. 

Mr. CGGPER here reminded Mr. O. that when this secrèta- 
ry was first appointed the signing of patents had fallen three 
yearsin arrean and still, insteadofa few moments, the busi- 
ness would require hours every day. 

Mr. OWSLEY rejoined and dwelt on the vast decrease in the 
land-sales; andthe labor ofsigning must be reduced in the same 
proportion. In fact, this business ofsigning by proxy never 
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“Jackson and reform.” DE ee, Sam s 

Amidsta storm ofcries of “Question, Question ™? “Let us 
“Rise — ers eae: 

Mr. REYNOLDS 10se to address the committee, and began 


| by. expressing his great joy and satisfaction ‘at hearing his 


worthy friend from Kentucky, (Mr. Ows.ey,] and though they 
might differ a little as to this little salary, that made no manner 
of odds: it never. should make any difference with him in kis 
feelings towards any individual. Mr. R. said that when this 
little office had first been created the patents were nearly six 
years in arrears, and ithad been productive of great good. He 
‘was wellaware that every individual in that House wanted to 
retreuch the expenses'of Government, wherever it could pro- 
perly be done. His worthy friends on both sides of the House 
were anxious for this, he was very sure; and this, no matter 
whether an individual, on the stump, had pledged himseif to 
retrenchment and reform or not. Now he felt assured that all 
would. admit, especially his worthy friends from the West, 
thatit was of more consequence that the land patents of their 
constituents should be signed than that this little capital against 
the Fresident, or somebody, he did not know who. 

The people of the West, as every one knew, bada mon- 
strous amount of these land titles which required signature; 
and, in fact, when the Government sold an individual his 
land, it did virtually enter into contract to give that individual 
the legal evidence of his title—a patent. signed according to 
law. Now, if the President could sign all these patents him- 
self, it was very well; that was all any gentleman wanted. If 
this could be shown by his wortHy friend from Kentucky, or 
by any other individual, then Mr. R. would go with gentlemen 
to abolish this little office of President’s Secretary. He was 
for economy, for retrenchment, and for reform, as he hoped 
every worthy friend of his on both sides was; and he had no 
doubt of it. Let every individual go for retrenching offices 
where 1 could be done rightly; let every gentleman do what- 
ever he believed in his conscience to be right; but then do not 
Jet worthy gentlemen carry their retrenchment so very Close as 
to retrench every thing to death; no individual, he was confi- 
dent, could desire this. He wouldsay to gentlemen, if you are 
sure you are right, go it; certainly, whenever an individual 
thought retrenchment reasonable and right, let him go it, by 
all means. 

Mr. FILLMORE pressed for a vote. Gentlemen were mis- 
taken if they thought this a proposal to abolish this office. The 
House had no power to abolish any office created by law. They 
might, to besure, withhold the salary attached to it, and they 
might, if they thought it more expedient, impuse this duty on 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office, which, perhaps, 
might be proper enough. But he thought it looked like a very 
small attack on an officer like this, whose salary was no great 
object. But, besides thie, a consequence might follow which 
gentlemen did not anticipate. The law now required patents 
to be signed by this officer, and shonld'they, while that Jaw con- 
tinuesin force, besighed by the President in person, it might 
raise a question as to the validity of the land title. Mr, F. 
hoped the item would not Le stricken out. 

Mr. HABERSHAM moved that the committee rise, but the 
motion was Jost—ayes-62, noes 67. 

Mr. H. then observed that the appropriation under considera. 
tion was for the salary of an officer regularly nominated by the 
President of the United States and confirmed by the Senate, an 
officer holding his office by force of law. This case did not rest 
ot: the same principle as the other amendments which had been 
made to the bill, and they formed no precedent, for it. Mr. H. 
was in favor of retrenchment, but he was not for pushing it in 
this way. Let the appropriation be made to meet the law, and 
if the Jaw was deemed to be inexpedient Jet it be repealed. A 
part of the salary of this officer was now due, and ifthe appro- 
priation was put out of this,bill, it must be put into some other, 
that was all. 

Mr. HOWARD could not agree with the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Frttmore] in the opinion that patents now 
signed by the President’s own hand could be invalid: he did 
not so understand the law. It was as much the President’s 
duty now as ever to sign these land titles; and if he did not, it 
was incumbent on him to see them legally signed by another. 
The law for this secretary was passed in 1833; and between that 
time andthe year 1840 it had been found that the secretary of 
the late President had affixed his name to these titles not by sig- 
nature with a pen, but by using types, and thus printing it: 
in consequence of which a very large elass of patents, on 
which the titles of the estates of thousands of individuals de. 
pended, were found to be void. It was the duty of the 
President to sign these instruments, and not have his name 
fixed to them by printing; but he had not only had this done, 
but done by a third person, not the officer appointed for that 
purpose; in consequence of which, the instruments were all void, 
and Congress in 1843 had to go into new legislation to cover this 
defect, and make such titles good in law. Mr. H. thought the 
office might properly be abolished, though, while it continued 
he would not withhold the salary. A 

Mr. WISE said he did not know exactly what the gentleman 
from Michigan (Mr. Howarp} alluded to. He was sure thatthe 
present Secretary signed these instruments with his own hand 
for he had seen him so engaged. d 

Mr. HOWARD said if the gentleman had understood him at 
ail, he could not have failed to understand that he spoke ofa for- 
mer secretary, and not of the present incumbent. 

Mr. WISE agreed inthe opinion of Mr. FILLMORE as to the in- 
validity of the President’s signature, so Jong as there was ano- 
ther officer appointed by law to sign land patents. If this ap- 
propriation was refused, there would be nobody to sign, unless 
the secretary did it gratuitously. But if gentlemen from the 
new States thought it expedient to abolish the office, the 
President would, with great pleasure, attempt to discharge the 


duty. 

Me THOMPSON of Mississippi obtained the floor, but yield- 
ed to a motion that the committee rise. 

Winch motion prevailing, the committee rose and reported 
progress. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved that the Tfouse do now adjourn, hut 
waived the motion at the request of i 

Mr, GWINN, who, on leave given, offered the following re- 
solutions, which were adopted: © 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a post routelfrom Raleigh to Quitman, in the State of Missis- 
sippi; also, from Victoria to Coffeevillee, in the same State. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of amending an act entitled + ‘An 


act to carry into- effect in. the States of Alabama and Mississippi 
the existing compacts with the States in regard.to the five per 
cent. fund and the schoo] reservation,” so ag to givé the power 
of selecting the school lands in the State of Msssiesippi tothe 
Governor of that State; and that said committce be also ins 
structed to inquire inte the expediency of repealing so muchof 
said act as requires that ‘the selections of said school lands 
shall be confined to lands that shall, have been offered at publie 
sale. WES Big er 
And then the House adjourned. . 


: ` IN SENATE, 
 Wepnespay; March 16; 1842, : 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Senate a report 
from the War Department, made in compliance with a fesolu- 
tion of the Senate of the 17th January last, showing the average 
strength of the army during the year ending 31st December last, 
and the expenses of the army during the same period. 

Mr. GRAHAM, from the Committee on Pensions, reported 
back to the Senate without amendment, and with a recommen: 
dation that it be indefinitely postponed, House bill,“entitled an 
act for the relief of John England. à i 

Mr. GRAHAM presented a bill to the Senate for the relief of 
Daniei G. Skinner, granting indemnity for supplies furnished 
the Alabama militia, which, on his motion, was, with the docu- 
ments on the files of the Senate on the subject, ordered to be re» 
ferred to the Committee on Claims. ` 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from citizens of the 
city and county of Philadelphia, ealling upon Congress to pass 
an act to indemnify Major General Andrew Jackson for the fine 
and costs imposed on him by Judge Hall, of Louisiana, in 1815, 
for declaring maxual law in New Orleans: referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. x 

Also presented a petition from citizens of Lebanon county, 
Pennsylvania, asking that the law of July 7, 1883, granting half 
pay and pensions to certain widows and officers, may be reviv- 
ed; and that iis provisions be extended to the widows of soldiers 
and officers who served under Generals Harmer, St. Clair, and 
Wayne: referred to the Committee on Pensions. g 

Also presented three memorials asking the re-establishment 
ofthe tariff ot duties of 1839 on iron so as to afford protection 
to that article, 

And also a memorial from a number of citizens of Pennsy]- 
vania, complaiming ofthe injurious effects of the compromise 
act on every branch of industry, and asking that the tariff be so 
revised as to afford protection to the manufacturers: referred to 
the Committee on Manufactures, 

Also presented a petition from Jacob Hart of Northampton 
county, Pennsylvania, praying that certain duties illegally paid 
on a direct tax laid, may be refunded to him: referred to the 
Committee on Finance. ; 

Mr. CALHOUN, on Jeave, introduced a bill to. authorize 
Chapman Levy to purchase, as a pre-emption, a certain quar- 
ter section of land now occupied by him, at the minimum price 
per acre; which was read twice, and referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. g 

On motion of Mr. McROBERTS, the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads was discharged frum the further consi- 
deration of the resolution of inquiry into the propriety of 1n- 
demnifying Stockton, Fall, and Co. for certain losses sustained 
in ater mail contracts by the destruction of the Potomac 
Bridge. 

The adverse reports of the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims on the claim ofthe executors of Isaac Bronson; and of 
the Committee on Pensions in thecase of Rachel Morey, were 
taken up, and concurred in by the Senate, 

On motion of Mr. BATES, the Senate took up, asin com» 
mittee of the whote, the bill for the relief of Mary Snow. 

Messrs. BATES, SEVIER, and GRAHAM explained and 
advocated the passage of the bill, and defended it against the at- 
tacks of Messrs. KL\G, CALHOUN, and BENTON, who ar- 
gued against the propriety of the passage of any bill for a pen- 
sion to an individual which went to reverse the decision of the 
Commissioner of Pensions, on the claim on which the bill was 
founded, without first ascertaining the grounds on which the 
Commissioner rejected it, The bill was, however, reported to 
the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed fora third reading. 

The bill for the relief of Thankful Reynolds was taken up as 
in committee of the whole, reported to the Senate, and ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. . 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Senate a commu- 
nication from the Treasury Department, covering a statement 
from the Register of the Treasury of the expenditures of the 
United States, exclusive of trust funds for the 4th quarter of 
1841, made incompliance with the resolntion adopted at the ins 
staace of Mr. Wooprury; which was ordered to lie onthe table, 
and be printed. 2 

Mr. SEVIER. galled for the special order of the day, 

RETRENCHMENT AND REFORM. 


The) Sena en took up the resolutions of Mr. Cray, to 
increage the tariff above the maximum ofthe Compromise act; 
to repeal thay/provision of the Distribution act, which requires 
its operktionsto be suspended if a duty of more than twenty per 
cent, bé demanded to support the Government; to retrench and 
econontize fhe expenses of Government. 

gh Mr. Wnricut had proposed amendments—in fa- 
Factical ecouomy, by abolishing useless offices ; by 
lopping $ff all unnecessary expenses in Congress and alt the 
Departments of the Government; and by repeating the Dis. 
tributio act, so as to render any Increase of the tariff above 
the Coipromise act, or any new burdens on the people, unne- 
cessar. 

Mr. CALHOUN addressed the Senate for upwards of two 
hoursanda half, in a masterly review ofthe tari question in- 
volved in these resolutions, We experience no little difficulty 
in ananalysis of Mr. CALHOUN’ S remarks—a difficulty which in 
the natural consequence of all efforts to compress in a smal 
compass the pithiness of his peculiary condense4 style, andat 
the same time preserve any thing like a fair con(muity of sub- 
ject, so asto do Mr. Cannowun justice. We feel therefore con- 
strained merely to give a general outline of his grounds ofargu. 
ment for the present, and tostateto our readers, that pains will 
be taken to presentthem ina few days witha full and authenti- 
cated reportof this transcendentspeéeca, 

Mr. ©. remarked in the outset that the?resolutions under 
consideration were ofa mixed and conflicting character; contain- 
ing much that he approved ofin principle, and rota little that 
he condemned in their purpose. The professed principle of ane 
was toadhere to the compromise act—-to lay a tariff for revenue 
alone—-and to raise revenue for no other purpose hut that of pro. 


vision for an economical administration of the Government. All 
this methis hearty concnrrence. But whilethis profession was 
ostensibly made, it was notconcealed that the direct object of 
the. whole series of resolutions was to raise the tariff from 
twenty to thirty percent in open’ violation of the very limi- 
tations sethy the compromise act itself, and in utter disre- 
gard of the very conditions stipulated in the act, that twenty 
per cent. should not be exceeded, unless the necessary expen- 
ses. of an economical ailministration of the Government ren- 
dered it indispensable. Instead ofa disposition to adjust ex- 
penses byan economical administration of the Government 
below the necessity of transcending the express limitation of 
the compromise-act, these resolutions manifested the. direct 
contrary disposition— hat of swelling the expenditures to an 
amount far beyond the real wants of the Government. 

The okject of all this was to enforce a recurrence to the old 
protective system, which it was" intended the compromise act 
should putan end to. The Senator well knew that he (Mr, 
CALHOUN) never would have entered into thatcompromise on 
any other principle. In was the clear and well defined 
understanding of all parties ai the time, that the question of pro- 
tection should be set at resi—the whole system having exploded 
itself—and to prevent a recurrence to it, the following guards 
were agreed upon: first, that no duty should be laid, except for 
revenue; and, second, that at the end of the term of reduction, 
twenty per cent. of tariff should not be exceeded, unless abso- 
lutcly demanded‘ by an economical administration of the Go- 
vernment. Now, with regard w the last condition, he would 
ask what respect had been paid to it at the late extra session? 
Not only was part of the resources of the Treasury distributed, 
bul instead of retrenchnients being made, improvident appro- 
priations were authorized, and a permanent debt was created. 
As a consequence of this course of imprudence and. improvi- 
dence, a proposition is now made to raise the tariff from the 20 
per cent. to which the compromise act limits it after the 30th of 
June next, to 30 per cent. as ifa man were to plead a delibe- 
rate act of his own extravagance in justification of his violation 
ofa solemn pledge of prudence, retrenchment, and economy. It 
was a principle of ethics, that-no man can plead bis own acts 
in justification ofthe violation of his pledges. Exemptions 
frum dutyhad also been made in the tariff law ofthe extra session 
—every possible effort was made to create this excuse for 
transcending the; twenty per cent. limit of the Compromise 
act. To plead the resul! of these efforts in justification of vio 
lating the express provisions of that act, was an outrage upon 
all reason. 

After a few more remarks on that subject, Mr. CALHOUN pro- 
‘ceeded to a review in detatlof Mr. Cray’s estimates in support 
of his scale of revenue and expenditures. From the twenty-six 
millions assumed to be necessary to meet the wants of the Go- 
vernment, he (Mr, Canuoun) would, in the first place, call 
upon the Senator to deduct the two millions for an additional 
contingent fund, Take from the remaining twenty-four mile 
lions the land fund—say three and a half mitlions—and the Se- 
nator’s estimate is reduced to twentyand a half millions, Instead 
of the extravagant per centage for collecting ths revenue which 
he calculates, take half a million for collection, and the nett 
sum is brought down to twenty millions. He averages the 
imports at one hundred aml nineteen millions, and deducts 
ten instead of seven millions for interest on the foreign debt, 
and fer the free list eighteen miliona instead of eigit; and when 
these corrections are made, although the first average of one 
hundred and nineteen millions was ten millions leas than it 
ought to be, the nettamount of imports for duty woull yield, 
at twenty per cent. at least twenty and three-fourih millions af 
revenue. When allthiscan be dene without raising the tariff, 
why does the Senator prefer thirty per cent. and expenditures to 
require it, if the object is notto transcend the limit of the com- 
promise act by a violation ofits principles? Why is the Senator 
in this predicament? Because bs is the organ of those inte- 
s which have their existence in the. protestive system, the 
k system, and every other system that looks to Government 
isnatural prey. fie isina coniradictory position between 
interests and the obligations of the compromise act, and 
inconsistency is the consequence. It is ìn vain he seeks to 
extricate himself by those resolutions, and at the same time 
show any adherence to the principles of the compromise act. 
The dd valorem principle is the only one he docs achere to, Tt 
wilt not do te turn round on the friends of the com- 
promise act, and ask, what has free trade done for them? 
They have not had free trade—they have only had gra- 
dual approximation to the principles of free trade. But even 
er the slow process of that approximation, the results of 
compromise act had far exceeded the most sanguine expec- 
tations ofits friends. In proof of this. he referred to documen- 
tary evidence, showing the decrease of exports under the high 
tarifsystem, avd the rapid iperease under the system of reduc. 
tion, siuce the adoption ofthe compromise act. Bask. also, 
was the result. with regard even to exports of domestic maru 
tietures, ‘The general exports under the diminishing tarif in- 
creased sixty-five percent. The exparis of domestic manufac- 
tures increased from Ave to tweive millions, 

Ha went into details of the cotton manufactures at Lowell 
and other places ia Massachusetts, and proved that they not 
had rapidly increased jn quantity, bat in vate of profit, 
‘er the operation of the compromise act. He next entered 
statistics of the South, showing the effects of the re- 
“ion of the tarit], on the exports of its principal staple ar- 
miton, ries, and tobacco, Fhe a ate value of con 
ton exported from 1926 to 1534 was two hundred and one mil- 
hoss of dollara; forthe next seven years, from i834 to 1841 
hoor hundred and thirty-five millions of della the 
fod over the former--of the years of reduction of 

ars of high proteciive tariff, two hundred a 

aninereassaf 115 percent. The arti 

calculated, as much of that artic! 
arly by railroads and conse- 
otl of ope million, thcugh 
ase. 
Lsoven yearsaver the for- 
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increase The cause of the increase 
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dagian of da@ies. Xet now gentemen are calling for proie- 


tive dnties to diminish this exchange medium, and consequent- 
ly to dimimsh exports. 

siter a variety of details, anq en astonishing array of doeu- 
Meatary proof in support of ail these premises, Mr. CALHOUN 
asked, was not this conclusive of prosperity induced by even an 
approximation io iyce trade, and although there were great em: 


om Ma 


i barrassment and distress in the country, it was obvious: that 

| such embarrassment and distress were in spite of the good ef- 

i| fectsof the compromise act, and not in consequence of it, as 

| the mistaken pojiticansof the country contended. That em- 
bargassmont and disuess bad their origin in the opposite 

| principle—the high tariff protective system.. It was 

|| the high tariffs system of 1823 which. had- filled 

| the” Treaury with a- surplus revenue that subsequently 

i 

1 

| 

i 

] 

| 


became the basis of wide ‘spread banking cafital and bank in-. 


flations—inducing a mad intoxication of speculation, extrava~ 
gance, and recklessness, and endieg in. the inevitable conse- 
quences—rapid contractions, individual and general bankrupt- 
cy, derangemént of bank currency, ruin, and universa! prostra- 
tion.» Tn the records of the effects of the tariff system.of 1823 
would be found the causes of all the distress now complained 
|| of, ant not in the effects ofthe compromise act, which, in truth, 
| had much mitigated the distress. The South had gained an in- 
i} crease by the exports ofher staple articles uader the compro- 
mise act, of upwards of two hundred and sixty taillions ofdollars, 
which was no smali provision against the effects of that crash 
i} which at last came as the result of the system of 1828. It was 
|| the stimulating effects of the protective system which had pro- 
i] duced disease, and nothing short of total abstinence would ef- 
i|- fecta cure, 
i Mr. CALBOVN next went into details showing the beneficial 
effects produced in South Carolina by the operation of the com- 
| promise act. . 

After he had gone through all the proofs he thought necessa- 
|| sary to bring forward, he asked was it to be expected thateven 
|} this array of incoutrovertible documentary evidence would 
1} have any effect on those predisposed to adopt these resolutions 
| to’ the tullest extent? No; he could not expect that, because 
i] other influences than proof of great. truths prevailed. It was 
the result of the gentlemen’s position, that they could not yield 
to reason.” They stood controlled by influences which 
{ drew their vitality from preying on the Government. 
|} Nothing but false principles couid satisfy these influences— 
i| hence their reliance ou protection, banks, &c. But free trade 
jį and the free intercourse ofcommerce with other nations, were 
') principles aftruch, and every departure from those principles 
i| was a departure from unerring guides. hie would go more at 
|| largeinto the philosophy of these principles, on a future oc- 
il casion, should any bill be introduced in consequence of 
the resolutions under discussion. ff gentlemen ‘would 
but abstain from doing harm—would bat keep their hands 
i| off—the country was beginniug to see light—it would right 
I| itself~i's recuperative enerzies were already doing much— 
ij and al} would be self corrected, if mischievous legislation did 
novinterpose, n s 

He recapitulated the heads of his argument, and in conclusion 
alluded to the threat held out thatthe South would be driven 
to the protective system in selfdefence, in consequence ofthe cul- 
tivation of cotton in India, for the supply of the British 
market. He pointed out the fallacy of that scheme, and read in 
proof of iis failure, «n extract trom a late publication of 
undoubted au:henucity. On the contrary, he ‘saw in 
the opening of the Chinese markets a new source for the exten: 
sion of the demand of the British mai ket for American cotton, 
which was always appreciated at three or four cents a pound 
‘| more than the India cotton by the English manufacturer. 

i On motion of Mr. PRESTON, the Senate went into Execu- 
I} tive session; and, after a short time spent therein, 
! Adjourned. 


HOSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
WEDNESDAY, March 16, 1812, 
! The joninal of yesterday was read and approved. 

Mr. MALLORY, 00 leave given, presented (on behalf, he said, 
of an absent colleague, Mr. HuNnTER) three petitions, one for a 
post route, one for an invalid pension, and one for bounty land; 
all of which were referred. 

f Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, asked the House at this 
time to take up and Consider a resoiution heretofore effered by 
him, calling onthe Secretary of the Treasury for information 
i| respecting the fees and emolumenis of United States district at- 
|| torneys, marshals, &c. in the State of Mississippi. 

| The resolution having been read— . 

| Mr. ROOSEVELT suggested to Mr. T. soto modify it as to 
‘| extend the inquiry.so as to embrace the Southern district of the 
i| State of New York. : : 

| Mr. THOMPSON said he would accept the modification. 

| Mr. HOPKINS suggested that the inquiry should be made 
|| general. Very little more labor, he said, would be required. 

| Mr. THOMPSON said he hoped an amendment of that kind 
|| would not be insisted on, : 

Mr. FILLMORE (being under the impression that the call 
was general) expressed his belief thatinformation so i 
could not he obtained in time for action 
Congress 

Mr. McK EON explained that the call was not genera 
Whereupon Mr. FILLMORE expressed his intenti 
biect 
: But, objection being made in another part ofthe hall, the reeo- 
lution was nottaken up fer considera 

CONTESTED ELECTIO 

Mr. HALSTED called up 
fore 
contested election fram thet 
of Josuva A. LOWELL to se 

The report (whi 
the following resolu 7 7 , 

Resolved, That the Hon, Jeshua A Lowell is entirleg to his 
seat as a member of the 27th Congress from ihe State of 
Maine. 

And the resol 

Mr. HALSPE 
no opposition t 
invoived wes vers 
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Dremarked that he supposed there would be 
isyesolutien. Th ve right was 
i an that the case shouid be decided. as 
iJ the sitvation of his y Was sith as to require it to be dis- 
iL posed of as early as possible. , 
Í After a mament’s conversation on a point of order between 
Mr. BRIGGS and the SPEARER— 
Mr. BARTON remarking that he believed (here was no di- 
versity of opinion in the case, moved the previous question. 
The SPEAKER, not having heard Mr. B. submit this motion, 
gave th: floor io— i f i 
Mr. RAS DALL of Maine, whosaid that, having been in the 
minority when the vote was taken on the resolution under 
consideration, he thought it proper tosay a few words. He did 
* not rise for the purpose of opposing tne resolution, bul rather 
of explaining why he did not consider itis his duty t? do so, 


nowithstanding the opinion he- had -expressed ia. committee: 
Was unchanged, ee eee ee 
- On the testimony.adduced against the sitting member: at. the” 
last session, the present committee came: to the. conclusion that 
Josuva A. Lowest had received 5,193 votes, Joseph-O. Noyes- 
5,080, and that there were 139 scattering votes, making. the 
whole number 10,412, and requiring 5,207. fora majority. and:a 
choice. In this state of the polls, no person having: that num: 
ber, there was consequently no election: . The fcommiitee.then, 
proceeded. to examine the testimony. on the other side, and in 
the progress of this examination came to the: resolution erro- 
neously, as he believed, to reject for informality. the rérurn of a 
Plantation which gave 23 votes to Mr. Noyes. “In the -further 
progress, they rejected, correctly for aught he. knew, 5 other 
votes given to Mr. Noyes, because they were thrown by per- 
sons not legally entitled to vote. These. decisions, deducting 
23 votes from the poll of Mr. Noyes, reduced the whole number 
to 10,334—requiring only 5,193 for a choice. If this were the 
state of the vote, Mr. LOWELL, kaving that number, was entic 
ted to retain his seat, 

In this stage of the proceedings the majority.of the commit- 
tee, having thus examined and decided upon all the testimo- 
ny adduced againstthe reinrn of Mr. LOWELL, and s9 much of 
that on the other side as was in their opinion necessary to sus- 
tain hisrightto a seat, adopted the resolution now before the 
House, and agreed to dispense with the farther examination of 
the testimony. ap 

Now, as he did not assent to the rejection of the 23 votes in 
question, he was unable-to vote for this resulution oso much 
of the testimony as had been examined. Yet, inasmuch as 
some 30 or 40 other votes given to Mr. Noyes were | objected 
to, and unexamined testimony was before them). designed to 
sustain those objections, 22 of which being sustained would 
leave Mr. Lowen still entitled to hisseat, he could not say 
with certainty thatthe resolution was erroneous, although from 
a hasty perusal of the remaining testimony, he was inclined to 
believe so. $ š 

Under such circumstances, in ordinary cases, he would have 
thought it his duty to move this House to recommi: the cage, 
for te purpose of having the remaining testimony examined; 
and, failing in that, he would still have thought it right to en- 
deavor to satisly the House that the decision of the committee 
was incorrect. Tiat he did not regard it as his duty to take 
such a course inthis case, arose from the belief that the contes- 
tors had virtually, though not in form, retired from the contest, 
under the impression, so far as he could judge, that, although 
they believed Mr. Lowen not to have has a majority of the 
votes at the election, yet that a majority of the people of the 
district now, wished him to serve them for the remainder of the 
term. He would state some part of the circumstances which 
led him to this conclusion. 1t was very evident that no effort 
had been made by tiem since the last session te take additional 
testimony, or evento perfect such as was then decided to have 
been informally taken, It might be, indeed, that this was paruy 
owiag, as had been suggested, to therr belief that the testimony, 
as it then stood, wassufficient on their paru and that-the addi- 
tional testimony. on the other side was taken at so late a period 
as not to: aff rd them time to meetit. Be thatas it may, the 
unusual delay did not evince much zeal in the cause. ae 

Further, several very respectable gentlemen from that district 
who were opposed to Mr. LowELL, had been in thig city during 
the session, amongst them the gentleman who had received 
nearly an equal namber of votes with him; also, an able lawyer, 
who was one of the remonstranta; yethe (Mr. R ) had not learn- 
ed that they feltany strong interest in the result of this inyesti- 
gation. Certain it was. that nocounsel had been employed, and 
ng person had appexred before the committee in their behalf, 

It might be proper io say further, that ia two other decisions 
of the committee he had not been able to concur with the majo- 
rity. But the points involved having been lesg free from doubt 
than the one in question, and he having felt inclined to support 
the sitting member, if it could be done legally and fairly, rather 
than to subject the people of the district to the burden and ex. 
pense of another vote, which a majority ofthem, in his opiniony 
did not wish, he concluded at once to acquiesce in those deci- 
sions, so far at least as not to trouble the House with his opis 
nions, unless further cause should arise for so doing. f 

From such considerations he had come to the conclusion that 
it was not his dutyto occupy so much of the time of the House 
as wouid be necessary fora fuli understanding of the subject, 
in an efort to satisfy them that the committee had erred in 
their decision, with the chance, judging from the action of the 
majority in the committee, that he might fail in the attemp 
and with the probability, if he succeeded, that the result woul 
only be, after the trouble of another vote, that the sitting mem- 
ber would be returned for the remainder ofthe term. While 
therefore, he cou'd not himself vote for the resolution, he had 
not a wish that other gentlemen should not do so, if they could 
think it right and proper. : ; 

Having thas had an oppertunily very briefly to express his 
views, he did notthink it necessary, as he should otherwise tare 
done, to ask for the yeas and nays, which, if grantec, would 
have taken up qgite as much time as he had occupied. — Ane 
haasked leaveto say that the time of the House was in lis 
judgment, at-the present moment, peculiarly valuable; not 
‘merely because the time of the House was the money of the 
people, which should always have its influence, but also lie- 
cause Matters of the deepest interest to the nation, were 
peneing, and he anxiously feared that the House after frit- 
tering away the usual period of the session in unavailing des 
bate, might then adjourn without having done the business of 

hecountry. 5 7 

Sir, BARTON, after a few words of explanation, moved 

the previous question. i i 
there was a second. ; 

ree the main question (being on the adoption of the resolu. 
tion) was crdered; and being taken— 

The resolution was adopted. 

THE LOAN BILI. A 

Mr. FILLMORE roze aad said that he was instructed by the 
Committee of Ways and Means to ask the House to take up the 
bili for the extension ofthe loan, which had been reported some 
time since. He did not. know whether, according to usage, it 
was necessaty to ask unanimous consent, or whether he shoutd. 
makea motion in Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Vor the purpose of seeing whether there was any objection, 
he would ask the unanimous consent of the Ifouse to go into 
committee for the purpose of taking up the loan bih. 

Mr. CLIFFORD objected. $ gA ar 4 

Mr. WISE asked the gentleman fiom New Work, (Mr. Pity 


4 p whet 

posia lay “aside the-civil and di tomatic. 
. until the Joanbill had been disposed of? a me 
“Mr. FILLMORE was understood to reply inthe affirmative. 


appropriation bill 


Mr.. WISE svid it would oecupy.too much time. : 

. Me FILLMORE said he trusted. not. -The exigencies of the 
Treasury weresuch'as, he hoped, to induck: the House, when. 

they “understood them, to -pasa-the bill with as much despatch 
ag practicable 208) = oo eS r E 

-Fhe SPEAKER said that the vote of a:majorilty: only would 
- bë reyilired to. go-into.commilitee, and it-would'then be.in the 
péwer'of the committee to take up-what-bill they chose.. ` 

. Some Conversation followed, ia-which..Messrs. EVERETT 
and ATHERTON participated. i 

And the attention of the House was called to the fact that, on 
a former day,.2 motion had been- made to-lay aside the civil 
list bill, iri. order to take up the apportionment bill; that the 
chairman [Mr, Brigas} had decided’ the motion to be out of or- 
der; and that, on aa appeal taken, the committee had sustained 
the decision of the Chair. i 

Mr. FILLMORE then again asked the unanimous. consent of 
the House t go into committee; for the purpese of taking up 
the loan bill, TE - 

! Mr. SMITH of. Virginia objected. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the rules of the. House be sus- 
pended for the purpose indicated; and asked the yeas and nays 
‘onthat motion; which were ordered. 

Some conversation followed ona point of order, in which 
Messrs. HOPKINS, EVERETT, FILLMORE, and WIN. 
THROP, participated. $ 

After which the question on the motion of Mr. FILLMORE was 
taken, and the vote stood as follows: 

YEAS~ Messrs. Adams, Allen, Landaf W, Andrews, Sher- 
lock J. Andrews, Aycrigg, Barnard, Barton, Beeson, Birdseye, 

: Blair, Boardman, Botts, Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, Milton 
Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, Wm. Butler, Calhoun, John 
Campell, William B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Ca- 
ruthers, Childs, Chiuenden, J. C. Clarke, Colquitt, Cowen, 
Cranston, Cravena, G. Davis, Deberry, John Edwards Ever- 
ett, Ferris, Fessenden, Fillmore, 'F. F. Foster, Gamble, ‘Gates, 
Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Patrick G. Goode, Granger, Green, 
Habersham, Hall; Halsted, Wm. S. Hastings, Henry, Holmes, 
Houck, Howard, Hudson, Joseph R: Ingersoll, James, Johu P. 
Kennedy, Linn, Samson. Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, ‘Maxwell, 
Maynard, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Oliver, Osborne, Owsley, 

Parmenter, Partridge, Pendleton, Pope, Powell, Proffit, Ram- 

sey; Benjamin Randall, Alexander Randall, Randolph, Rayner, 

Rencher, Ridgway, Rodney, Roosevelt, Wm. Russell, Jas. M. 

Russell, Saltonstall, Shepperd, Simonton, Solers, Stanly, 

Stokely, Stratton, John T. Stuart, Summers, John B. Thomp- 

gon, Richard W.Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, 

Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, 

Washington, Westbrook, Edward D. White, Joseph L. White, 

Thomas W. Williams. Christopher Il. Williams, Joseph L. 

Williams, Winthrop, Wise, aud Augustus Young—118. 

NAY S--Messra. Atherton, Bidiack, Black, Brewster, Aaron 
V, Brown, Charl:s Browa, Burke, Sampson If. Butler, Green 
W. Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, Cary, Casey, Chapman, 
Clifford, Clinton, Mark A. Cooper, Cross, Daniel, R. R. Davis, 
Dawson, Dean, Doan, Doig, Eastman, Charles A. Floyd, John 
@, Floyd, Fornance, Gerry, William O. Goode, Gordon, Hays, 
Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jack, Keim, 
Andrew Kennedy, Lane, Lewis, Littlefield, Lowell, Abraham 
McClellan, Mallory, Marchand, Alfred Marshall, John. ‘Thomp. 
‘gon Mason, Mathews, Medill, Miller, Newhard, Payne, Pickens, 
Plumer, Reding, Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, Shaw, Shields, Wil- 
Jiam Smith, Soyder, Steenrod, Sweney, Jacob Thompson, 

. Turney, Ward, and Wetler—69. 

* So (two-thirds not voting in the affirmative) the rules were 

not suspended. 

(Mr. IRWIN, frora the Committee on Enrolled bills, reported 
that that committee had examined and found to be correct the 
bill authorizing the Governors of the States of Hlinois, Arkan- 
sae, and Mississippi to cause to be selected lands therein men» 
tioned; and also certain private billy. All of which received 
the signature of the Speaker } 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE. the House resolved itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of- the Union, (Mr. 
Bricos of Massachusetts in the Chair.) 

And the CHAIRMAN naving stated the pending qnestion on 
the General Appropriation bill (under consideration for some 
time past) 

Mr. FILLMORE asked the unanimous consent of the Com- 

. ee to lay aside the said bill, in order to take up the Loan 
ih 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia objected. 

Mr, FILLMORE inquired of the Chairman whether it was 
in the power of the committee to postpone the further conside 
yation of the Civil and Diplomatic Appropriation bill, 

And Mr, F. submited a motion to postpone. 

The CHAIRMAN said that, according to the uniform prac- 
tice heretofore, such a motion was not inorder. In the judg- 
ment of the Chair neither a mation to lay aside nor to postpone 
the bill was parliamentary. 

Mr. MORGAN appealed from the decision. 

The CHAIRMAN stated the question, remarking that the 
appeal was not debatable, 

Some conversation followed, in which Messrs. PICKENS 
and BLOT. A.CK participated 

Mr. CALHOUN of Massachusettsasked the Chairman whe- 
ther he recollected any case in point? 

The CHAIRMAN said he did not recollect any case where 
this precise motion had been made. The gentleman from 
Pennsylvania{ Mr, Broack] had on a former day moved to lay 

aside the Civil and Diviomatic Appropriation bill in order to 
take up the Apportionment bill. The Chairman had decided 
that motion to be out of order; an appeal had been taken, and 
the committee had sustained the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. McKG&ON wished to be informed whether any defi- 
nite time to which the bill should be postponed had been 
named. 

The CHAIRMAN said no time had been named. 

And the question, ‘Shall the decision of the Chair stand as 
the judgment of the Committee?” was taken, and decided in 

the negative—ayes 76, noes 91. 

So the decision of the Chair was reversed, and the Committee 
Aecided that a motion to postpone the consideration of the said 
‘Pill was in order, 


. And the question recurring on the motion to postpone, it was 
Jaken ang decided in the affirmative. 


So: the further consideration 
- propriation bill was tpened. `- 
Aad, on motion Of Mr. k u 
the bilt for the extension of the. Yoan of 1841, and for an addition 
‘of five millions of dollars thereto., -- -.. . 
And the bill; having been-first read through, was taken up-by 


and diplomatic. ap- 


sections, and various amendments were offered by Mr. FILL- - 


MOREang agreed to. Peli i š 
And tho fifth section being under consideration, and. Mr. 
FILLMORE being in theact‘of proposing certain amendments 
thereto = SF o 2 bie? a as 
| The whole business had to be done over again, for the rea- 
son that scarce any thing had- been heard of what had been 
going on, in consequence.of the buzz and -confusion . in the 
Hall. j ret 
Mr, WISE rose and asked what the amendment proposed 
was? He could not, so great was the noise inthe Hall, heara 
word that wassaid. - ` 
The CIFALRMAN explained. o5 
Has the second section, or the first section, been 


Mr, WISE. 
amended? « 

The CHAIRMAN. The firsthas not been amended; the se- 
cond has. . 


.Mr. WISE asked that the Clerk would tellhim ow. 

The Clerk being about to read the second section— 

Mr. WISE said it was utterly impossible for the Clerk or the 
amendments to be heard unless order was preserved. 

The CHAIRMAN hoped that order would be preserved. 
The Chair could not do that which the members would not aid 
him in doing; and he appealed to the committee to aid him in 
maintaining that order which was indispensably necessary to 
the transaetion ofthe public business. 

Mr. CARUTHERS said he had been given to understand that 
several amendments had been adopted; but in his part of the 
House they had not heard one of them. 

He proposed that the bill be again read from the beginning, 
that the members might understand what they were about, 

So the work began.again. 

And the first section of the bill being under consideration, in 
the words following: : 

Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of. America in Congress assem- 
bled, That the time limited by. the first sectign. of the act of 
Congress entitled “An act authorizing a loan nöt exceeding the 
sum of twelve millions of dollars,” ApprovedAuly 21st, 1841, 
for obtaining said loan, shall be, and t sam@ia herehy extend- 
ed for one year from the passage of thi act. ¥ 

No amendment was offered thereto. 2 

And the second section being under prip in the 


words following: t 

And be it further enacted, That so ruch of said loan as 
may be obtained after the passage of this act shall be made re- 
imbnrsable either at the will ofthe Secretary of the Treasury 
after six months notice, or at any time after twelye years from 
the first day of January next 

On motion of Mr, FILLMORE it was so amended as to read 
at the close of the section, “not exceeding twelve years,” in- 
stead of “after” twelve years. 

And on motion of Mr. F. (under direction of the Committee of 
Ways and Means)the section was further amended by adding 
at the end thereof the words “as shall be agreed upon and de- 
termined at the time of issuing said stock.” 

Mr. WISE then moved further to amend the section hy strik- 
ing outthe word “twelve”? years, and inserting ‘“‘fifteen;” [so 
as to extend the loan for fifteen years, instead of twelve. ] 

Mr. CARUTIERS desired to be informed by the Chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means (Mr. FiremorE} whether 
there had been any opinion from the Executive Departments 
in relation to the time? 

Mr. FILLMORE. All the communications we have from 
the Departments specify the time of twelve years, and none 
other. 

Mr. WISE observed that, when the loan bill had first been re- 
ported from the Committee of Ways and Means, the period 
proposed for the loan had been eight years, but the House had 
reduced it to three years, the effect of which had been to bring 
the credit of the Government into utter disgrace. Ile was for 
providing ample means to meet and to redeem the entire pub- 
lic debt; but this could not be done without allowing ampie 
time. He was willing to go as faras he that went farthest bath 
as to the extent andthe permancncy of the means of redemp- 
tion; and as the Secretary proposed that on six months’ notice 
the whole amount will be redeemable at any time, the question 
of duration became a matter of the less consequence. He did 
not doubt that an extension of the time would enable the Go- 
vernment to get the maney it wanted at a much cheaper rate 
than could otherwise be possible, and thus a considerable saving 
would be effected. E 

Mr. GORDON utterly denied that the shortening the period 
of the loan at the last session had brought the credis of the Go- 
vernment into disgrace, as had been affirmed by the gentleman 
from Virginia. 

Mr. WISE said he had not exactly said that it was the mere 
shortening of the term which had brought Government credit 
into disgrace; but that it had led to hawking the Government 
securities about the streets, and this had disgraced the Govern- 


ment. - 
Mr. GORDON sa‘d that this term “hawking? was a new 
term, which the gentleman had not used before: but he denied 
thateven the “hawking”? was what disgraced the Government. 
No: it wasthe g.ving away the property ofthe Government ia 
the public lands, together with the unprecedented extr:vagance 
indulged in by this most economical and retrenching Adminis- 
tration, We denied just as confidently that extending the term 
from twelve to fifteen years, as was proposed by the gentleman 
would bave the effect of restoring the credit of the Government. 
Nothing would do this but a previous restoration of the public 
domain: Jet that be done; let Gavernment have possession of 
its own means, and its credit would return to what itonce had 


eens ` 
Mr. CARUTHERS had been anxious to know from the chair- 
man ofthe Committee of Ways aa] Means whether the Execu- 
tive branch ofthe Government had fixed the length of time for 
the loan which, in thetrjudgment, would be necessary to give it 
success? Te had put this inquiry, and the chairman had re. 
sponded that twelve years was the lime mentioned. Mr. C. re. 


lied cn the calculations and the information of those whose duty 
it was to be best informed on the subject; -and if they asked for 
twelve years, he would not vote to extend the time a singie 
month or day. Mr. C. expressed his approbation of a loan, as 
the bes: mode of meeting the immediate wants of the Treasury, 


ia + 


FILLMORE, thé“ committee took up” 


and professed his réadiness to vote the necessary aid to the Go- 
yernment, without any regard to party preferences. He was 
for redeeming the Government of his country from the deep 
disgrace of having its notes publicly protested—a thing new in 
the history of the Republic, and which he hoped. might ‘never ` 
again occur. It. was obviously their duty to make the speedi- 
est provision for. relief; buthe was- not willing, witha view to - 
this, to extend the period ofthe loan, as now proposed. . One:of 
the strongest Objections against a loan was, that it went to cre- 
ate a permanent debs; and this was the very cbjection by force 
of which the period bad been so greatly reduced atthe late ex- 
tra’session. Mr. C. thought the time then fixed was much too 
sbort but fifteen years was as much too long, unless it could be 
demonstrated that the money could be obtained on no other 
terms; in which case he would vote even for that, sooner than 
leave the credit of the Government thus prostrate, He should 
like the chairmen of the committee to make a disclosure of facts 
as to the wishes of the Department. oxi ` 

Mr. ROOSEVELT rose to defend himself and his colleagues 
on that floor from what he considered an unjust imputation, 
They had been censured out of doors for remissness in pror 
viding the requisite funds to carry on the Government, -but he 
took no part of the charge to himself. Congress was convened at 
the last session to provide the waysand means, and the twelve 
million Joan bill was passed. ‘There was a diversity of opinion 
in regard to that bill, but, after sufficient discussion, it became the 
law of the land. Ie would admit that the. Treasury Depart- 
ment didat that time designate eight years for the joan asthe 
period calculated for the success of the measure; it was right, 
however, to say that the Finance Commitee of that House, 
after mature consideration of that. question, came ta’ the con» 
clusion ~and he thought it would be seen that it was not an 
uswise conclusion—to recommend that the term of eight years 
should be reduced to three years, and, that, instead of 5 per 
cent. they recommended that 6 percent, should he paid, it be- 
ing more congenial with our insututions tosaddle our debts on 
ourselves—that is. to make the term as short as possible—rather 
than throw the debron oui posterity. It chat he, Mr. R. thought 
they were correct: Congress thought so.in both branches, and 
the bill becumealaw. But the first bill proposes at this sese 
sion to designate a period four times as long as that fixed by the 
law of the last. session, and his friend from Virginia [Mr. Wise] 
proposes to add another term of three years, making it five 
times as long as that designated in the bill of the extra session, 

Now he (Mr. RoosevELT) thought the term proposed by the 
committee long enough; and he thought that was too long, if 
this loan could be contracted, as it could have been at the last 
session. The gentleman from Virginia labored under a mistake 
in attributing the failure of the loan to the shortness of the time; 
if he was correctly informed—~and he had reason to believe that 
his information was pretty accurate—the fault lay not in the 
bill, but fin the officer who had charge of it; not the present 
Secretary of the Treasury, but his immediate predecessor, And 
heasked the chairman of the Commitee of Ways and Means 
whether the lvan cou!dnot have been obtained the past summer 
at par, if the proper officer had made his arrangements for itt 
But there waz a trafficing to get a half per cent. more.» Boston, 
aad Philadelphia, and Baltimore were called upon, and it was 
not effected at 54 per cent.; and he asked the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means if there was not a proposal 
made to the Secretary (Mr. Ewing) to the full extent of the loan 
apar at 6 per centum? 

Mr. FILLMORE replied that he had no official information 
on that point; he had nothing but rumor as his authority, and 
this the gentleman from New York bad as well ashe. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT continued. That was the rumor in cir- 
culation. Part of the loan was obtained at five and a half, and 
he stated on his own knowledge that money was obtained on 
Treasury notes at five and three eighths, Where, then, was the 
propriety, under such circumstances, of such an outburst upon 
that House? Why should they take the sins of an Administra» 
tion upon themselves? and be (Mr. R) did not take any part of 
it upon himself; be thought it unjust and unwarranted; but no 
matter whoss fault it was, there they were—the eredit of the 
Government was under protest. Such was the state of things 
at this moment. The Government notes were protested, and 
suits were threatened agaiast individual citizens for hundreds of 
thousands of dollars. What was to be done? They must de- 
vise, somehow or other, the ways and means to get rid of the 
difficulties, and the proposition was to extend the time of the 
loan as an inducement with persons to take it. He should have 
been much better satisficd if it had been proposed to suspend the 
operation ofthe Distribution act. ‘There was then in the Treas 
sury about $206,000, received since the Ist-of January last, and 
this would ke applicable to the wants of the Government if the 
land bill were repealed or suspended; and if so, a portion of that 
money might have been made available, and thereby the honor 
ofthe Government might have been saved. But there was 
ne such proposition before them, to suspend that law, or 
he should vote for it; and that not being before them, ‘the 
question was whether they should adopt this loan as a substi- 
tute for it, Helooked upon itas an evil, and he was desirous 
to mitigate the evil as inuch as possible. He was. desirous 
not to saddle posterity with our debts, If they would have 
music, they ought to “pay the piper.’ It was time they had 
got to some permanent system; this way of living “from 
hand to mouth,” of a nation of seventeen millions of people 
and he might say of working people—for it was the boast of 
our country that we are a working people— was discreditable to 
their character; he would not say to the national character, but 
be would say it was disgraceful to their legislation. They 
ought to put things ona permanent footing -and get rid of these 
difficulues. ‘Phe proposition then wasto extend the term of the 
loan to fifteen years; and if it was to be taken at par, there might 
be some force in the suggestion ‘as to the necessity foran exten- 
sion of the term ofthe loan, but even then he doubted it; but it 
would be seen that it was proposed to strike out the section 
which said.that no stock should be sold below par. He did not 
think it necessary to sell below par, but ifitbecame necessary 
to do s9, it could not be necessary to throw back the period of 
repayment, He was sorry to differ with his friend from Vir- 
ginia on this amendment, but he should be better pleased to li- 
mit the term to twelve years instead of lengthening it. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he feared he had been m'sapprehended 
by the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Carumners.] That 
gentleman had requested him to go into a general exposition of 
the actual state of the finances at the present moment. Thishe 
should cheerfully do at the proper time, after the details of the 
bill should first have been agreed upon: then the whole subject. 
would be open to general discussion. Heshould omit this now. 
AS to the proposal of the gentleman from Virginia [Mr Wiss) 


to lengthen the period of the loan from twelve to fifteen years, 

r, F. was not anxious either one way or the’ other; -he had no 
objection to it, if the. committee thought it ‘best; but he shouid 
not press it. He could conceive a state of circumstances in 
which such an arrangement would be beneficial tothe Treasu- 
ry; but from the information.reccived from the Treasury De- 
partment the Committee of Ways and Means had learned that 
twelve yeara would meet the views of the Secretary, and they 
did not feel called upon to go beyond what he asked for. When. 
he had been asked hy the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. Ca- 
RUTHERS] whether any communication had been received pro 
posing a longer term, his reply had been á quaiified one—that 
nothing had been received in writing which asked for a longer 
term than twelve years; and it was only communications in 
writing that were formally acted on in the committee, or could 
beheré: as to verbal conversations, the Commitee of Ways and 
Means never recognised them as Jegitimate grounds of its ac- 
tion; they were always open to mistake and misunderstanding, 
and furnished no groundta correct misapprehension. No writ- 
ten communication had spoken of more than twelve years. 

Mr, WISE approved of this rule; but inquired whether the 
communications referred to did not speak of this term of twelve 
years as the minimum length of the term? 

Mr. FILLMORE said he had been just about to read what 
the Department had written, and then the. gentlemen could 
judge for himself, The last communication laid before the 
committee was a report from the Secretary of the Treasury to 
the President of the United States, communicated on the 8th 
of this present month; in which, after suggesting the propriety 
of an increase in the amount of the loan, the Secretary. said it 
mustbe obvious that the state of the Treasury demanded the 
immediate interposition of Congress to savé the credit of the 
Government; aad suggested that the only means tu effect the 
relief would be to prolong the period of the proposed loan to 
at least twelve years, and to pledge the revenue for repayment. 
This, Mr. F. supposed, implied that. twelve years was the mi- 
nimum and the maximum desired. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said it had become fashionable of late 
to charge the disgrace under which Government was laboring 
to the passage of the land biil, and he had heard this repeated 
tillhe was really tired of it. 

The CHAIR reminded Mr. UNpERWoop that the question be- 
fore the committee was on extending the period of the proposed 

oan. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said he was fully aware of that; bat a 
gentleman from New York (Mr. Gorpon] had just reiterated 
the charge, in whch his colleague {Mr. RoosEvsir] seemed to 
agree, and if it wasin order for them to make the charge, he 
supposed it was as much in order for him to reply. Mr. U. 
here went into a brief revision of the decrease of the reve- 
nue, and its causein the compromise act, &c.; and accused the 
late Administration, with this fact before their eyes, of hav- 
ing negtected and refused to provide, by the requisite taxa- 
tion, to meet the circumstances of the country. And as to 
the distribution of ihe proceeds of the public lands among the 
States, so clear was the rightof the States to them that, could 
the case be brought before a comdetent court of chancery, the 
Government might be coerced to surrender their trust over the 


lands, 

The CHAIR said this wasa very wide departure from the 
question under debate. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said he had only replied to others who 
had preceded him; however, he would take his seat. 


Mr. McKEON trusted that this proposition to extend the term 
to fifteen years, would not succeed. When loan bill No. 1 was 
introduced at the extra session, its friends produced it with a 
limitation ofeight years. The House had very properly re- 
duced it to three years. Here is loan bill No. 2 presented to us, 
with a proposition for a loan of twelve years. That is not 
deemed sufficient, without a further extension to fifteen years. 
What change has come over the country, that these great ex- 
tensions now became necessary? He wanted to know when 
there was to be an end to these loans, demanded from” the re- 
presentatives of the people—the tax paying people. Te hoped 
there would be as short a time as possible put on these loans 
this national debt—which the present party in power seemed 
to bave so great an anxiety to crente. He knew gentlemen 
would say these loans were to pay the debts of a past Adminis- 
tration. He was accustomed to hear that argument. Every 
occasion money was required of this House, that view was pre- 
sented. It could not be that all these reme:lies we were so fre- 
quently called upon to apply, arose from the last Administra- 
tion, and when the proper time arrived, he would show it. Cer- 
tainly this loan bill No, 2, could not fairly be artributed to the 
past. 

The point of difference between himself and the gentleman 
from Virginia [Mr. Wise] was, as to the cause of the failure of 
the Jastloan. In his(Mr. McKron’s) opinion, it arose not from 
the shortness of the term, but from a variety of causes, and par- 
ticularly from the improvident conduct of the financial affairs 
of the country, frem the increased expenditures, and, above all, 
from the alienation of the proceeds of the public landse. When 
the committee shall reach one of the sections of this 
bill where an amendment will be proper, I shall offer an amend- 
ment which I bave prepared, repealing so much of your act of 
Jast session as Cistributes the proceeds of the publie lands, and 
propose to pledge these proceeds to the payment of this Joan, 
and of any other moneys now due by the country, to holders of 
bondsor Treasury notes. Means—~security for the payment of 
his money, is what the capitalist wan'ed last summer, and wants 
now. No loans can beeffested until you have property. it 
had been intimated thatthe whole taxing power of the Union 
ought to be sufficient guarantee. It was not, in“the opinion of 
moneyed men. Look tosome of the sovereign States of the 
Union. They had full power, so far as taxation could go, and 
yet their stocks were falling from parto eighteen cents on the 
dollar. These States had alienated their means -had pursued 
acourse of reckless expenditure And the General Govern- 
ment, if it followed their example, might expect the same fate 
to await its credit. 


Mr. McK. had a strong feeling of antipathy to a permanent 
public debs. Great orsinal!, he disliked it. Tf loan there must 
be, let it run for asshort a time as possible. This system of 
gradual extensions he could never sanction, You have begun 
with three years. It is proposed to extend it to twelve years. 
That is aot gatisfactory—fifteen years musi be inserted. Next 
we shall be asked for a further term of twenty years, and so on, 
ad infinitum. Between the proposition for twelve and fifteen 
years. he should not hesitate to prefer twelve years. He wished 
to have some time fixed, at which we might once more see— 


ngs. 
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what not long since, under other auspices, we saw—thé oxtinc- 
tion ofthe public debt > 0 s E A 

Mr. McK. lamented the present prostration of the finances of 
the country. The minority on this floor had ne part in bring- 
ing it to this position. . 

There was another,reason why he should-prefer the term of 
twelve years.. Fhe Secretary of the Treasury had informed us 
that atleast twelve yéars should be the term of the Toan.: The 
gentleman from Virginia had said this was the minimum term 
in the opinion of the Secretary. He, Mr. McK. would take ~it 
asthe term for which the Secretary desired the. Ioa.. As a 
term of twelve years had been named by the Secretary,and none 
other, he should take him at his word and not go one moment 
beyond it. š ? 

Mr PENDLETON. If a debt existed it was of çompara- 
tively litle importance with what administration it originated: 
those who were to pay it would not‘ask that question. The 
debt was now upon us. This bill did not create a public debt; 
t only proposed a means of collecting what itowed and consol- 
idating the whole of its debts into. one, and giving certificate as 
evidence of the existing debt. The nation owed the debt, and 
this bill would not increase it a dollar: 1t was in existence, and 
it was fer Congress to provide the means of its extinguishment. 
The gentleman from New York {Mr. Rooggvext] had proposed 
to content himself with defending himself and'those who acted 
with him from the charge of negligence in providing means to 
the exigencies of the Treasury: but he had not been content with 
this, but had sought to inculpate the late Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, Mr. Ewing; but for this Mr: P. would not have deemed 
it worth while to troublethe committee. He did not rise to de- 
fend that distinguished gentleman: no, butto plead guilty in 
his name.. And what had been the formidible charge advanced 
against him? Why that he had caused the loan office certifi- 
cates to be hawked about the money markets from Boston to Ba'- 
more to endeavor to get money, if possible, at. 54 fer cent. in- 
stead of giving six! Enormous guilt, indeed! Only substi- 
tute another word for “hawked,” and the charge would re- 
dound tothe Secretary’s honor; buat a disgraceful word was of- 
ten employed to discredit the most meritorious actions, 

Mr. ROOSEVELT said that he had not introduced the word 
“hawked:” if he had used itat all, he only followed the gentle. 
man from Virginia,{Mr. W1sg.] 

Mr. PENDLETON resumed, and admitted that Mr. Ewing 
had mads the most strenuous effortsin his power to save the 
public money by getting the loanon the best terms he could; 
and he did get about half of it at54 per cent. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT. here explained, (the flopr being yielded 
for the purpose,) insisting that the loan had not been refneed on 
the ground of time, but because the Secretary had been hig- 
gling for lower terms than the Dillallowed: the whole of :he 
twelve millions could at once have been obtained at six per 
cent. He had made no charge against the integrity of the 
Secretary: the charge was directed against his financial skill 
alone, 

Mr. PENDLETON. Thegentleman had charged the failure 
of the lean to Mr. Ewing’s anxiety 10 get the money at 5k per 
cent, ani said that the whole might have been taken up at once 
had he given the 6 per cent. allowed in the bill. Yes, and great 
financial skili there would have been in that, to take up the 
whole in August, when a large part was not wanted till Decem- 
ber! But, if it were true that the negotiation of the last Joan 
failed from the conduet of the negotiating officer, and this alone, 
then it followed there was no need of extending the time to fif- 
teen years, as proposed. Ifthe whole amountasked could have 
been got then on a Joan running three years, money could now 
be got on a loan running twelve years. For the money of the 
country was still in the same hands: there had been no loan 
effected since. And it was a well established financial truth 
that the harder the times the greater the facility with which 
Government could borrow money. Mr. P. was opposed to ex» 
tending the time: he would not put it out of the power of the 
Government to redeem the public debt for one moment longer 
than was absolutely unavoidable He trusted nobody suppased 
that even twelve years would have elapsed before this Joan 
was repaid. The Secretary of the Treasury, whose duty it was 
to recommend plans of finance, had asked for but twelve years, 
and what was asked wasto be presumed to be the minimum 
amount needed, both as to sum and as to time In granting 
what they asked, Mr. P. felt himself under the same obligation 
to comply, on the subject of time, as in the amount granted, 

Jthad been said by another gentleman from New York, {Mr. 
McKeon.) that the Joan had failed because Government had 
given away its means. Now, if the means the gentleman re- 
ferredto had been the security on which the loan was to be 
made, and the Governmenthad parted with that,there might 
be some force in what the gentleman eaid; but it was nottrue 
that the means of the Government were given away by the 
paesage of the land bill, nor were they given away to this hour; 
for nota dollar had been distributed by the States, 

"rhe gentleman from New York (Mr. Roasevett} lamented 
in doleful strains that the $200,000 received for public lands 
since the lst of January had notgone into the Treasury. That 
would have relieved the honor of the Government, and saved 
the pubtic credit, by paying off Treasury notes. Indeed! Two 
hundred thousand dollars obviate the necessity of borrowing 
twelve millions ! 

Mr. ROOSEVELT explained. He had not said this. 

Mr. PENDLETON admitted he had not expressly said it, 
but it was implied in hisargument. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT said he had said only that these $200,000 
would bave paid offso much of the interest due on Treasury 
notes. 

Mr. PENDLETON, ‘Well, and if it did, the notes would 
again be under protest the nextday. How would this save the 
credit of the Government? 

Mr. P. in conclusion, reiterated his opposition to the amend- 
ment proposed by Mr. Wise, relying on the statements from 
the Treasury; then showed that an extension of the time of the 
loan was necessary, but that twelve years would be a suffi 
ciently long period. 

Mr. EVERETT said that when the subject of issuing Trea- 
sury notes had been up in the House it had struck him as in- 
volving great danger; that the Government would get into the 
course of perpetually borrowing and borrowing, instead of 
providing the means to payitsdebts. And it struck him, now, 
that the Government were beginning at the wrong end, and 
that their course could lead only to still greater embarrass- 
ments. They were borrowing money when no means had been 
provided to redeem the debt. It had been with great reluc- 
tance thathe had brought: himself to vote for the jast issue of 
Treasury notes; he should now take a stand, and utterly refuse 


~ fore, these embarrassments of the-cou' 


to vote for either notes dr ‘loan: antil mea 
meet and to redeem them: . He was aware, 
temporary embarrassments niight result frt 
that ‘the notes of the Government might even: 
but even that. would, id. his “estimation, he il: 
this eternal running in debt and never “provaclin, means 
pay. Let “Congress look the -eyit -ìn . thè "face, : 
set to work ‘and provide : means to. mest: - it. 
this be done, and then he should be willing to. govt 
means temporarily to anticipate the means provided. l 
now nothing was proposed as relief, but some`form: of going 
into debt. “Where was the money to ‘be. got’ for, this: loan? 
Would gentlemen run abroad: for-it inthe existing state of 
American credit in Europe?. No; they must rely on our home 
resources; and these. were- ample, ‘ample. ` He had heard it 
said, and with great truth, that there never had been a- time 
since the foundation ofthe Government when the rich were'so 
rich or the poor so poor asnow. Jt was true: that some’ capi- 
talists had gone into State stocks; but the more prudent: nen 
had notdone this. The first class would seek relief under. the 
bankrupt law; but there were heavy capitalists who could be 
relied on if adequate security: were only provided; but, instead 
of this, loan after loan was gone into, and these securities were 
thus to be perpetually depreciated. Mr. E.` professed himsels 
against the billin any shape; and this notwithstanding the em- 
barressments which might be produced by rejecting it.. He 
would give the Government no facilities to borrow; but would 
force them back on the only true policy, which ‘was to provide 
areyenue. Heregretted that neither the Committee of Ways 
and Means nor the Committee on Manufactures had yet repòrt- 
ed a bill for this: purpose. gee os 

The CJIAIR here restrained Mr. E. on: the ground of irrele- 
vancy. The question was on the time'the loan was to run. 

Mr. EVERETT was against alltime. [A voice, “And eter-. 
nity, too, I sappose’—a laugh.) | He was against fifteen years, 
against twelve years, against any years at all, He was show- 
ing thatanother measure ought to. have been brought up before 
this. ‘They had arrived at this day of the session, and yet ‘no 
plan had been introduced for filling the Treasury by a perma- 
nent revenue, He should have been gratified to soea dil be» 
fore now; but if none appeared soon, he should try to present 
one himself, if he could make it in order. He was prepared for 
all consequences; he would risk them all sooner than thus 
plunge into interminable debt. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia observed that as he understood the 
proposition,the House was asked to extend the termof this loan 
to twelve years, simply because it was believed that without 
guch extension the capitalists of the country would not subscribe 
to it. He understood, that it was only on this gcound that the 
proposition to extend the Joan was made. fis colleague from 
Accomac, (Mr. Wise,] with the same object in view, had sub- 
mitted a proposition to extend the term still three years longer. 
He would concede for the present that it was necessary, inor- 
der to obtain this loan, to extend the term of its duration; but at 
the same time he would remark that the who's argument was 
predicated on the assumption that there was a sufficiency of ca- 
pital in the country to take it. Now, if the object of this exten- 
sion of time was to bring out this capital, an interesting inquiry 
arose whether such extension of time was the true means of at- 
taining the object in view. It was a palpable and undeniable 
proposition thatit was not the interest of this or ofany other coun- 
try to pay interest one day longer than it could be possibly 
avoided. The time had gone by when a national debt: could be 
considered asa national blessing, or that public prosperity could 
he promoted by imposing additional burdens on the people. 
He submitted, then, to the House, whether the true policy of 
the Government, as well as the best mode of obtaining the 
money, would not be to restrict the period of the loan to three 
years, and to command the capital of the country by increasing 
the rate of interest. If the money could be procured by in- 
creasing the term of the loan, could it not more easily. be had 
by increasing the rate of interest? Would it not be better for 
every interest in the country. to restrict the period of time and 
raise the interest, than to extend the time. He had an amend- 
ment, which he intended to offer at a proper time, to limit the 
term to three years, “and at such rate of interest, not exceeding 


-8 per cent. as may be agreed on between the Secretary of the 


Treasury and the persons making such loan.” Here, said Mr. 
S. are two modes proposed of obtaining this money.. One 
by extending the period of the loan to fifteen years 
and paying six per cent. interest for that period, amounting to 
five million four hundred thousand dollars, anc the other which 
he intended to submit, restricting the term to three years, and 
paying § per cent. interest for that period, amounting to one 
million four hundred and forty thousand dollars. Now on 
thiesimple statement of the question he would submit it to the 
committee which was the most advantageous to the country, to 
create a debt at 2 long period at six per cent. orto create a debt 
for a short period at eight percent, He did not hesitate to say, 
that lnoking to the ample capacities of the country to meet its 
engagements, the plan he proposed was a much better 
mode of relieving the Government than that of the Committee 
of Ways and Means, or the amendment of his colleague. We 
were told, said Mr. S. the other day, that the money could be 
readily obtained, and we had a letter read to us from Prime, 
Ward and King, showing that if we would raise the raie of in- 
terest to seven per cent. the loan could be negotiated. 

Je was one of those who did not look upon these embarrass- 
mentsof the Government as a source of unmitigated regret. 
On the contrary, he was one of those wko believed that there 
was some virtue in them. He believed that under the. inau: 
ence ofan overflowing Treasury, the Government ha ie e! 
into a heedless and improvident expenditure, which poun aco" 
nomy could not approve. He believed that it. was idle to tai 
of bringing back the administration of our finances to our eco: 
nomical system Without bar ne that da impracticable ys 
of necessity. Tt was, in his ope isiration ofour affairs while 
bring aboutan economical administrate? a or A ed thote. 
we have an abundance of money to Pa soda om Galea 
unmitigated evil, as mitigated ihe high degree by the reforms 

i FO a > 
that they must patote Fendeman fram Ohio (Mr. PENDLE. 
tox] before he eat down. The gentleman from New York 
(Mr. Gorpon} took occasion 10 remark that the credit of the 
Government had suffered in consequence of the dispo- 
sition of tie -preceeds of the public lands, and intima. 
ted that. jt was owing, among other causes, to that 
security being taken away that the loan could not be negotia- 
ted. ‘To this the gentleman from Ohio took exception. He 
denied that the public credit had depreetated in consequence 


alterationof this'fund, and the gentleman from Kentutky 
ded that it of right-belonged to the States and if the mat- 
“could be brought before a Court of Chancery, it would 
awarditto them. - Now, he apprehended that it was a well. es- 
tablished’ proposition, known in private life; thatthe credit of 
atrindividnal was in proporiion to the security fie possessed, 
andthat if he parted with that source of his credit, his credit 
must consequently suffer.” As witti individuals, so it was with 
Goveramonis; and the credit of a Government, as well as that 
ofan individual, was in proportion to its-means-to sustain it: 
. Now. he would say. to the- gentleman from Kentucky. that he 
would find it utterly beyond his capacity, to demonstrate. any 
‘such proposition as he-had assumed. A Court of Chancery 
‘would say to the Government, this 1s. trust fund placed in your 
hands for objects specified.in the trusts—retain this fund and 
apply it ‘as the grantor directed you to do: . Mr. &. here re- 
stated the amendment. he intended to offer, and observed that 
he was not willing to see this country, fora period of Biteen 
` years, encumbered with debt. He believed the country pos- 
geset ample means to provide-for its exigencies, and that with 
a proper andjudicious economy, our finances would, in a short 
lume, be. restored to a flourishing coiidition. We should, said 
he, act like men—pursùue a systematic and energetic course, 
and put the means ofthe country in a condition to provide for 
the public debt, ie never would consent, in time of peace, 
to contract a permanent debt. He could not cousent to vote 
for this bill in its present form. To say that a country, with 
seventeen millions of peopie, intelligent and enterprising, with 
an extensive and fertile territory, and abundant resources, were 
not willing to raise the sum necessary to provide for the exist- 
ing debt of the country. and to maintain ite credit, and to pay 
the interest which would not amount to more than thirty cents 
a head, hecould never allow. 

The CHAIR said that the question would first be on Mr. 
Wiss’s amendment to extend the term to fifteen years. 

Mr. WISE bere observed that his amendment seemed to 
meet the approbation of nobody. Yet,all the arguments againet 
it weresusceptble of a satisfactory reply. He then took up 
in succession four arguments which had been advanced in op- 
position, replying to them seriatim. i 

The first was that urged by the gentleman. from Tennessee 
{Mr. Canutuers} and the gentleman from Ohio [Mr, PENDLE- 
TON; ] fromthe fact that the Executive had asked only for twelve 
years. ` Gentlemen would pardon him, but this seemed’ to be 
quite’a change of tone: Nis answer to this was, that though 
the Government asked for twelve years as a minimum, tins 
was noargument against a maximun greater in length. 

The second was that urged by the geneman from New 
York, {(Mr. Roosevert,] viz: the proviso in the second 
section that Government might sell the stock, if necessary, un- 
der par. <This was the strongest of all arguments for extending 
the time. Mr. W. mveighed against such a provision as this 
going to discredit the Government securities on the very face 
of the law which created them, Ifthe time were extended this 
disgrace might be obviated. i 

The third objection waa that brought forward by another 
gentleman from New York, (Mr. McKeon} that the Go- 
vernment had impaired its Means by alienating the public 
Jands.. This was no reason why it should impair them still 
further, by insisting ona short term, and rendering it harder to 
getthe money. 

The fourth was the strangest of all, viz: that insisted on by 
his collengue, (Mr. Surru.J His idea was to reduce the term to 

„three years and give high interest for the money. It was 
doubtful if money could be had at all at three years. certainjy 
not much under 10 percent. This would raise the price of mo- 
ney on the Government and the people, destroy State stocks, and 
subject every body to the mercy of the brokers. The very ea- 
atest form of loa for both Government and people was a loan 
on long time and at low interest. 

ithad been ‘said that this was a proposition to extend the 
term five times the length of the last loan bill. It was not quite 
double the term originally proposed in that bill and most un- 
wisely and unfortunately curtailed. Mr. W. concluded by ex- 
pressing his determination to coall in his power to relieve the 
Government. and on as easy and respectable terms.as it could 
de accomplished. 

Mr. ADAMS said the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Wiss] 
hnd complained that his proposition had met with favor in no 
part of this House, That gentleman and himself were so much 
in the habit of agreeing with one another, he was not disposed 
to differ with him now. Ie assured the gentleman that he 
shonld not stand “solitary and alene” on that proposition. Ie 
should vote for the gentman’s amendment. He should not enter 

into the subject of the ‘ger;eral state of the Treasury at this 
time, It was well understood by the members of this rommic. 
tec; and he believed that they felt very much, so far as relates 
to the inierest of the country, alike on it. He did not think, in 
saying that he sheuld vote for this proposition to extend the 
term of this Joan from twelve to fifeen years, that it was of 
much importance. It was possible that the loan might be 
negotiated at a term of twelve years as advantageously as 
it might be for a term of fifteen years; but as the written ex- 
pression in the last letter of the Secretary of the Treasury 
“to the chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means was that 
they wished to have at least twelve years, he was disposed to 
act liberally towards the Government, and give thein three 
additional years. And he was disposed to do it, lamenting 
as he always did when he differed from his friend (Mr. 
Everst?] at his side, who sani, if this was given, no provi 
sion would be made for the payinent of the Joan. He hoped 
heuer things; and could not agree with his friend, because, if 
they refused the Government this Joan, it was not the Execu 
tive Department that would be the sufferer, What was it to 
the President of the United States or his Cabinet—what was 
it to this House, if they refused the means of paying the 
honest debta of the conntry? Who would be the sufferers? 

It must be the persons to whom the faith of the Government 

was pledged forthe payment ofits honest debts. The poor; 
the soklier of our army, who fights our battles; the sailor of 
our navy, which is now, asit seemed, a favorite part of the de- 
fences of the country—and he was glad it was so. They would 
be the laboreisonour public works. If they refused thisioan, 
every man who had a demand on the Treasury of the United 
States—rich or poor—when he wanted the money to pay his 
own debis, would have to pay ten, or fifteen, or twenty per Cent. 
on the depreciation of the debt of the country. He -was not for 
making the experimentum in corpore viti. He would not re- 
fuse the means of paying the debts of the Government honestly 
made, and for which the creditors are entitled to their demands, 
in order to press this House and the other Eouse of Congress 


to the absolute necessity of making the provision which, he con- 

curred with his friend here, was absolutely necessary. «For. this 

matter of-a Joan, the matter of a fiscality, and, he would add, 

. eyery.ogher matter, was of infinitely smal! Importance in com- 
parison with that provision which they were to make for the pay~» 
ment of ths debts ofthe couniry, and that must be (he must. use 
the word) by. taxation. When that bill came, he hoped he 
should have the benefit ofthe vote ofthe. gentleman from Virgi- 
uja, as he freely gave the gentleman his vote now. : 

Ae would vpe for the gentleman to extend the loan, and make 
the burden ofitas l'ghtas possible, andthe termsof jtasadvanta- 

eous.as they might be made; but it was a burden afierall. He 

fia not inquire who ‘was: responsibio; but soit was—the Go- 
vernment was unable to pay the debts ofthe country. It was 
their duty to provide for the payment ofthe publi¢ debt and raise 
the means of sustaining the credit‘of the Goverament. These 
means were nowrequired. He would give them, and, as he 
had said, he would give liberally. He wouldgivethem more 
time, because they. might get the loan on more favorable térms, 
and the bnrden on the people of the country would be less, as 
they extended thetime. of the loan. 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia, said, if he thovght, they conid 
vote down the proposition of the gentleman from Virginia, he 
should have nothing to say. They were now debating thetime 
toextend the public debt, He though: that the vote they were 
now about to give on the proposition of thegenlieman from Vir- 
ginia—on which it seemed the gentleman and his late friend 
from Massachusetts had-formed a perfect understanding after 
being for some time apart—would give an expression of the 
opinion of this House on two points: first, on the policy of mak- 
ing a perimanentdebt; and, second, of establishing a debt with- 
out reference to the means of its payment, 

In regard the letter, he thought the gentleman from Vermont 
(Mr. Evererr] was right, and was but reiterating a principle 
once laid down by the venerable gentleman from Massachusetts, 
that. Government ought in nocaseto create adebt without pro 
viding the means to payit. It wastheonly priaciple of safely 
and prudently administering the affairsofGovernment. They 
were striving, by a direct propesition now, which came from 

the gentleman from Virginia, to pledge the faith of this Govern- 
menton nothing. The Secretary ofthe Treasury bad looked, as 
the gentleman from Vermont did, to the repeal ofthe land bill. 
the revisions of the tariff, and Jast, to thatscheme, which he 
presumed the gentleman from Virginia wold advocate, the 
Exchequer, in which, whether he would have thé aid of 
the gentleman from Massachrsetts, would be to be determined 

ir, EVERETT said be had understood the gentleman to in- 
imate that he (Mr. E.) was looking to the repealofthe land 

ill. 

Mr. COOPER said it was the Secretary of the Treasury to 
whom he had referred. 

As to the policy of extending the day of payment for the 
purpose of getting a more certain contract, or a more advan- 
tageons bargain, that was a matter of business. . The things to 
be inquired into by the bidders of this stock wenta little beyond 
the days and years; they would ask what is the basis of the 
credit, and when the means to be provided would come to hand, 
Until they should act on sume measure by which they could 
raise the ways and means, they furnish to capitalists no indica- 
tion what they intended to be their policy. The gentleman 
from Virginia says this bill proposes the mode. He knew the 
Secretary of the Treasury pointed to taxation but whether 
this House would agree on it would be a question. They would 
find their stocks lying over for negotiation until they passed the 
tariff bill or repealed the land bill. 

Mr. HOWARD inquired in What part of the report of the 
rea of the Treasury he recommended the repeal of the 
and bill? 

Mr. COOPER said he had not said the Secretary recom- 
mended itsrepeal. He had reference to document 127, the letter 
of the Secretary of March 7, 1842, from which he read to show 
the Seerctary’s views on this subject. Ie (Mr. C.) said there 
was there a very dark allusion to the propriety of thearepeal of 
the distribution act. [A laugh.] The Secretary did not advise 
a particular character of tariff, but looked to both sources of 
revenue, asitappeared to him. Hethought, with the gentleman 
from Virginia, (Mr. SMITH, j the shortest time the best, for the 
reason that, when they came to act onthe proposition for raising 
the ways an means, they could provide for the payment of 
the loan forthwith, within twelve months, or three years at 


most. 

Mr, SMITH of Virginia was going further to argue the ques- 
tion, insisting that in the present embarrassments of the coun- 
try a short credit and a high rate of interest were better than a 
long credit anda low rate of interest, when he was called to 
order by 

Mr. MORGAN, who made the point of order that the gentle 
man couldnot speak again under the rule of the House, which 
he read, providing that no member shall speak more than once 
to the same question without leave of the House, unless he be 
the mover, &c. of a proposition. 

Mr. SMITH then yielded the floor. 

And the question, being on the amendment of Mr. Wise, was 
taken by tellers; and the amendment was rejected by ayes 34 
noes not counted. » 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia moved to strike ont in the second 
section the word “twelve,” and insert “three,” [so as to fix the 
time at three years in which the loan is to be reimbursable. ] 

Mr. FILLMORE said the origina] bili fixed the time at three 
years, and of course it was entirely unnecessary again to pro- 
pose this time in this bill. 

Mr. SMITH then withdrew the amendment, and moved to 
add at the end of the section the following: “And at such rate 
of interest, not exceeding eight per cent. as may be agreed on 
by the Secretary of the Treasury and the person or persons 
taking such ioan, or any part thereof.” g 

Which amendment wasrejécted without a division. 

Mr. COOPER, of Georgia, renewed the motion to strike out 
“twelve,” and insert “three.” i 

- And the question being taken, the amendment was rejected 
withouta division. E 

Mr. BARNARD suggested, in order to remove ambiguity in 
the bill, the propriety of inserting the amendment, [adopted on 
motion of Mr. Fitemorg, under the direction of the Committee 
of Ways and Means,] which was added at the end of the sec- 
tion, in the following words: “As shall be agreed upon and de- 
termined at the time of issuing said stock,” after the word 

‘ Teimbursäble.” 

And it was, by general consent, accordingly transposed. 

Mr. RANDALL of Maryland inquired whethes ye in- 
i tended that this loan should be in its terms without limit in the 


x 


-event’of the first alternative in this clause being- presented’ to 


the Secretary of the Treasury? : ; 
My FILLMORE said the stock was issue redeemable on 
its face after six months. The moment. it was issued, if the’ 
Treasury was prepared to redeem it, it was redeemable after 
six months. ct 
- Mr. RANDALL moved to. amend the section by striking out 
thewords “either at the will of the Secretary of the Treasury 
after six monihs’ notice, or.” 7 
He stated as hia first reason for this amendment, that unless 
it was adopted this loan would be without limit as to time. it 
seemed to him to be an objection, which ought to have con- 


. siderable weighthere to any loan, that it should be contracted 


without the time being fixed for its recemption. - His next-ob- 
jection was, that, if they allowed the Secretary of the Treasury 
to redeem this loan within six months, it would materially im- 


` pair.the valueof the loan, for the value of a Joan depended on 


its permanency, In order to sectire the certain redempuon of 
the Joan within twelve years, and prevent any redemption 
within six months, he moved to strike out these words. 

The question was taken, and the amendment was rejected 
without a division. : Sok: 

‘And section three being under consideration, inthe words fol- 
lowing: : T: 

“And be it further enacted, That the certificates hereafter 
to be issued for said loan may, when required, be insuch forhi 
as shall be prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury, so that 
the stock may be transferable by delivering of the certificate 
instead of being assignable on the books of. the Treasury.” A 

Mr. FILLMORE explained that this provision had been 
made at the suggestion of the Treasury Department. If the 
stock was negotiated abroad, the practice was t0 aach to the 
bond or certificate of stock, due bands, It was a convenient 
mode that had been adopted in Holland for the purpose of col- 
lecling interest on their stock; anda stock that can be thus trans. 
ferred would command money where others would not, It did 
not make it any more onerous to onr Government A 

Mr. FILLMORE—under the direction of the Committee 
of Ways and Means-~moved to add, after the third section 
the following as section No, 4, (modified to read in theså 
words: A j A 

e be it fúriħer enacted, That the proviso to the second 
section of said actis hereby repealed, and the Secretary of the 
Treasury is hereby authorized to cause the stock hereafter to be 
issued to be disposed of at the highest price which he can ob- 
tain for the same, on its being advertised in reasonable time for 
proposals; but no stock whatever shall be sold under par except 
upon and in pursuance of a specific adveitisement, and in virtue 
thereof, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said he was disposed to vote for this 
bill; but, if this amendment. prevailed, he should vote against 
it. He held it to bethe daty of this Government to pay its 
debts, but he thought it was not bound tb obtain money at ar 
sacrifice for the put pose of meeting iS engagements. Al} that 
they were bound to do was to exercise their constitutional power 
in raising the ways and means. Ie was not willing to put it 
in the power of the Executive Department of this Guvernment 
to hoist a Government bond, and sell it ata discount. There 
was no moral obligation on them to incur this sacrifice for the 
purpose of meeting the engagements of Government. The only 
moral obligation on them as representatives consisted in faith- 
fully applying the constitutional power with which they weré 
invested in meeting the engagements of this Government. He 
he'd, with the gentleman from Vermont, that it, was necessary 
to commence by taxation the duty of raising ways and means 
to meet the exigencies of Government. He was for doing it 
forthwith; and he said their constituents would consent to pay 
any thing necessary to a proper and economical, he might even 
say liberal administration of Government. Tt was only necessary 
to show them ihat this money was wanted. He was not willing 
to vest inihe Executive Department of this Government the 
power to scvifice the obligations of Government. 

Mr. WISE said he should be obliged to pursue precisely the 
course of the gentieman from Kentucky. (Mr. UNDERWOOD, )} if 
this amendment were adopted. His first reason was, that it 
wasa proposition directing by law the discredit of Govern- 
ment certificates of stock. It was the severest stab that could 
be given to the Government’s own stock on its own law—a 
presumption that its bonds would not command parvalue. He 
thought it was the most unwise and impolitic proposition that 
could have come sciemnly from the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

He said he was requesied to move that the committee rise; 
he would not do it, but would agree to sit this bill out this 
night if the committee were so disposed. [Criesoi ‘‘agreed;” 
“No, no.”’} . 

He did not wish to delay this bill, but must give his reasons, 
when such a proposition was made, why he must oppose it, It 
was a proposition calculated to discreditnot only the stock of 
the Government, but of the States. He wouldask the Chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means whether there had 
been any recommendation like this from the Secretary of the 
Treasury. $ è 

Mr. FILLMORE said he would make known what he knaw 
on the subject when he should get the floor. 

Mr. WISE said this proposition was not justified by the times. 
There was nothing inthe times that should justify making the 
times worse thanthey are. When but yesterday the bonds of 
this Government were good against the world, now by law they 
were to declare they should be hawked in the market, and, pro 
vided they would only advertise it for areasonable time, they 
couldsell them for what they would bring. Was there any 
missile against the Government coming from any quarter that 
cou'd do it more injury? 

It had been said to him, “suppose the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury cannot negotiate this ioan at par?’ He would not suppose 
suchathing, Ifthis loan was tojseil at par,the’competition with 
the Sta‘e stocks would break them down to nothing. Uf they 
were to provide that this stock might cell under par, the State 
stocks would become ten t:mes worse. He insisted that 
there was no necessity for Government discrediting neelf— 
none whatever. Gentlemenhad spoken of the pressure of the 
times, What was the effect of it? To drive the money aut 
of the country? Not entirely; butto hoidit in the country. 
Extend the time to fifteen years, and the hoarded capital would 
be let loose, and the losn negotiated at par, and gladly at par. 
They need not cross the Atlantic for it. Were they’ prepared 
to say that a Government loan by law en twelve years time was 
not a good investment—tha: the G..vernment was not a sound 
debtor? That was the question which it was for them solemn- 
ly to decide—whether this Government was worthy of trust, 


They were aiding the shavers and brokers. wonderfully by a 
proposition like this: the people would all be injured by this 
proposition and no one would be benefited. Instead of pravid- 
ing ways and means, it would weaken the ways and means, 

_Mr. FILLMORE obtained the flour amid cries of “vise,” “lets 
rise.” He said he preferred to go on; but, totest the sense of 
the committee, he gave way toa motion by 

Mr. STANLY that the committee rise. 

Which motion prevailing, the committee rose and reported 
progress. i 

Mr. McK AY, on leavegiven, offered thé following resolution, 
which was adopted: j f ` 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury inform this 
Flouse, with as little delay as possible, whether any offers were 
made to take the balance of the loan authorized by the act of 
the 2lst of July, 1841; and, ifsc, the terms proposed, and at 
what time. 

Mr. SALTONSTALL, on leave given, presented a petition on 
the subject ofpaper-hangings; andalso one for the erection of 
buoys near Cape ann. 

Mr. FILLMORE (on a suggestion made by Mr. TripLerr) 
sent to the Speakers table certain letters from the Secretary of 
the Treasury, which, he was understood to say, he felt bound 
to present, They related to the loan bill. 

Ordered to be. printed. 

And then the House adjourned. 


_ 


The following remarks were made by Mr Inwiy on yeater- 


ay: - 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN said he had had the honor of a seat in the 
Pennsylvania Legislature when- this officer, Mr. Miller, was a 
State Senator of Pennsylvania, Ifit pleased the President to 
remove the First Auditor from office for. opinion’s sake, because 
hehad been the political opponent of William Henry Harrison 
and John Tyler, he would be perfectly satisfied; if he should 
displace him to make room for a Whig he should have no ob- 
jections, But, asa Pennsylvanian, he would not hear a man 
who at home maintained a sound character, pronounced cor- 
rupt; guilty of a violation oflaw and gross negligence in the 
discharge of his official duty, without holding up his voice 
against it when he believed there was not evidence on record, 
or dehors the record to prove the charge. Jesse Miller was 
his political opponent, and he was——— 

Mr. GREEN said his motion was not predicated on the re- 
port of the gentleman from Virginia with regard to the qualifi- 
cations of this gentleman, or on party grounds. He was dis- 
posed to follow up this proposition with regard to all the heads 
of bureaus. He believed the sum he proposed sufficient to ob- 
tain the services ofan individual qualified for this office. 

Mr. IRWIN had understood the gentleman to predicate his 
motion on the ground of the qualifications of the individual 
who occupied this position. 

Mr. GREEN, Not atall. We had said he should follow up 
this motion with regard to other officers 

Mr. IRWIN continued, The gentleman from Virginia had 
expressed in his report the opinion that this officer had been 
guilty of culpable negligence, and he now expressed it. ‘Lhe 
gentleman might. be correct; he (Mr. 1.) did net think so, 

Mr, WISE said the Auditor himself{—~the very person whom 
the gentleman was defending—bad himself made out the case; 
and he read at some length (Mr. I. yielding him the floor) from 
the repart andstatemestof the officer to prove this, He fur- 
thersaid that the committee in forming their judgment were 

vided by astriking case that occurred under ‘the administra- 
tion General Washington, into some of the particulars of which 
he entered. 

Mr. IRWIN said, perhaps the committee was right, and per- 
haps he was wrong. All that hesaid was, that, from the state of 
facts as disclosed in the report of the gentleman from Virginia, 
his mind had notarrived at the same conclusion as the com- 
mittee had, who made the charge ofa culpable neglect of duty 
by this officer. If there had been an omission of duty on 
the part of the Auditor, it might be proper that the Presi- 
dent should remove him frovb office for this cause for the sake 
of example. If a sentinel is found sleeping on his post, itis a 
good rule—a good military yule—to admit of no excuse, 2l- 
though the delinquent might plead for mercy on the score of 
physical exhaustion, or of inability, owing to the onerous na- 
ture of his task, to discharge his duty. 

Gentlemen, in their zeal to stigmatize and brand with infamy 
a political victim, had gone far beyond the report of the com- 
mittee, and upon this floor imputed corruption tothe First Au- 
ditor. He, Mr. I. was glad to hear the frank and explicit de- 
claration of the honorable member from Virginia, [Mr. Wiss,] 
acquitting Mr. Miller of that charge; and he would, therefore, 
briefly notice the all€gation of the report charging the Auditor 
with culpable disregard of law and neglect of daty. | 

Mr. Miller entered upon the duties of his office in Novem- 
ber, 1836, andit was in proof that for four years prior to that 
time there had been an entire omission to record the abstracts 
of bonds taken in New York. Now, there had been no com. 
plaint against ‘his predecessor on this score, and Mr. Miller 
was taken suddenly from this floor, where he was econ- 
sidered competent, as you are told by the honorable gentleman 
from Kentucky, (Mr. Unnerwoop,] whose word is as gocd as 
any man’s bond, and put into the bureau of First Auditor. 
Every thing had to be learned, because every thing was new; 
and, as the business was excessively onerous, he slid into the 
routine of his predecessor, never expecting, never thinking, ne- 
ver dreaming for a moment that any fraud or villany had been 

ractised in any quarter, or that any thing kad gone wrong. 
Was not this perfectly natural? ‘Vould not “imost any man 

ve done so? 
wes WISE said he neglected the recording of the bonds afier 

i tion was called to it. 
pT IRWIN said the frauds were committed before the at- 
tention of the Auditor was cailed to thissubject. The defal- 
cations of Samuel Swartwout took place during the first four- 
teen months of Mr. Miller’s administravon. 

_ WISE explained as to the time of the defalcation, and 
Sut pilor heten Swartwout had been on lo Washington; and 
he or a blind man could see, from the manner in which the ac- 
counts were kept, that he might swallow up thousands of Go- 
yernment money,-and not have it shown from the books. 


IRWIN said this only proved what he had said, that 
there wasno misgiving on the partof the old clerks of the office 
that the usual routine was pursued. How did: this committee 
know but the First Auditor, if on trial, impeached for a cul- 

able violation of duty, could prove that the duty thrown on 
the clerks of that bureau, and his own duties, were 80 onerous 


. did. 


which had been -pretermitted. for four long years before he 
went into office. No suspicions had-been entertained by his 


predecessor or by any body else of Samuel Swartwout. . 


No suspicion enterained in New York, of the guilty man, 
where a vigilant party press—a_ vigilant political enemy was 
watching him. Although Mr. Miller might have been guilty 
of corruption or a culpable neglect of duty,the evidence of his 
guilt as presented in the report was not sufficient to convince 
him (Mr. L) of his guilt. This was all he said and all he con- 
tended for. If the Whig party desired the head of this manto 
be chopped off, he could witness his execution without a parti- 
cle of emotion. 
election of Harrison and Tyler, but do not stigmatize him as a 
corrupt officer.. Do not heap odium on his children. The-gen- 
tleman from Virginia did notcharge him with corruption, but 


other members had; it went forth to the world, and would be ` 


quoted to*that man’s children and wife, He expressed his so- 
Jemn belief, derived from evidences which could be relied on, 
t hat however wrong Jesse Miller might betasa politician, and as 
apartisan, yet he was an honest man anda vigilant officer. He 
expressed that conviction. 

Here was a man who had been charged with culpable neglect 
ofduty; and the odium of retaining that man in office was tobe 
setiledon John Tyler. He would ask, if this man were so” 
bad and so unworthy, why the Jamented Harrison did not in- 
stantiy remove him? Why Thomas Ewing did not recom- 
mend hisremoval? 

Mr. STANLY said he had heard from good authority that he 


Mr. IRWIN said he had heard from good authority that. Tho- 
mas Ewing did not so recommend; but, on the contrary, that his 
retention met his{Mr. E.’s] approbation. Mr. Miller came from 
his State, and they could present as many applicants for office 
as any State pertiaps, except New York— $ 

The CHAIRMAN called the gentleman to order. 

Mr. IRWIN continued. Did the present worthy Secretary 
of the Treasury recommend his removal? Mr. Miller came 
fron Pennsylvania, and there were Whig members from that 
State—gentiemen who had done service in the late Presidential 
canvass and made honorable sacrifices of time and money. Had 
aman of them asked the President to remove this man? If 
so, he would ask what reason was assigned for the removal, 
and who was proposed in his place? Under these circumstances 
was the President ofthe United States to be condemned for not 
chopping off the head of this officer suddenly? He cared not for 
this man individually—he cared not ifhe wasremoved to-mor- 
row. All thathe desired wasthatjustice without mercy, mere 
sheer Justice, might be dealt even to the most obnoxious of his 
political opponents. They had condemned Andrew Jackson for 
his indiscriminate use of the power of removal; they bad con- 
demned Van Buren— 

The CHAIRMAN requested the gentleman to confine his re- 
marks te the question before the committee. 

Mr IRWIN asked if it became them to condemn without 
mercy every instance in which a political opponent might be 
retained in power, without reference to the exigencies of the 
department, in which the services of an individual, on account 
of hisexperience and knowledge, might be deemed necessary? 
Were they to say, remove them all—not genaj; but in- 
stantly strike down every man who had dared to differ with them 
in political sentiment, although the service ofthe country might 
suffer thereby? 


IN SENATE. 
Trurspay, March 17, 1842. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Senate a report 
from the Post Office Department, made in compliance with a 
resolution of the Senate of the 2d March, relative to the discon- 
tinuance of the Sunday mail service at some points, and the 
saving to the Government thereby. 

On motion of Mr. CLAY, referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. PRENTISS presented a memorial of a number of citi- 
zens of Vermont, praying the establishment of a protective.ta- 
riff: referred to the Committee on Manufactures. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presenied a memorial from certain citi- 
zeas of Lebanon county, Pennsylvania, complainiog of the ef. 
fects of the compromise act, andasking, by a reviston of the 
tariff, a protection to domestic manufactures generally: referred 
to the Committce on Manufactures. 

Mr. SMITH, from the Committee on Public Lands, to which 
had been referred the petition of Elizabeth Monroe, relative to 
the correction of a mistake in an entry of land, reported a bill for 
her relief, which was read and ordered to a second reading. 

‘Also, reported back from the same committee, without 
amendment, Jiouse bill to extend the time for selling the lands 

ranied to the incorporated Kentucky Asylum for teaching 
the deaf and damb. ‘ . 

Aiso, reported back with an amendment the bill to autho- 
rize Capman Levy to purchase as a pre-emption, a certain 
quarter section of jand now occupied by him, at the minimum 
price per acre. z i 

Mr. CALHOUN explained the nature of the bill, and asked 
that the Senate would indulge him by having the question 
taken on its engross:nent now. ` 

The bill was then taken up asin committee of the whole, 
the amendment ofthe Committee on Public Lands was agreed 
to, and the bill was reported tothe Senate, and ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading- $ . 

Mr. GRAHAM, from the Committee on Claims, reported 
back to the Senate, without amendment, House bill for the re- 
lief of the legal representatives of Colonel William Piatt. 

‘Also, from the same committee, made an adverse report on 
the petition of the administraix of Andrew Lewis, praying to 
be refunded costs of a certain suit instituted against him, which 
whs ordered to be printed. . í 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE nobus the following resolution; 

hich was real, and adopted, viz: 

* Resolved, That the Secrolary of the Navy be directed to re- 
port to the Senate whether any measures have been taken, and 
if any, what measures, for the construction of a war steamer 
for defence on the Upper Lakes, l i 

The adverse report of the Committee on Pensions, on the 
case of Isaac Clark, was take up, and cencurred in. 

The following bills were taken up as in committee of the 
whole, considered, 
engrossed for a third reading, viz : 

The bill relative to the the act, entitledan act granting lands 
to certain exiles from Poland, approved June 30, 1834; and 


as to have preventeda close examination of records and vouchers - 


Let him be removed because. he opposed the ` 


reported to the Senate, and ordered to be 


` favor of Mary Snow, 


_ consideration of his pro; 


- Congress should not use some 


The bill for the relief of Hezeki 
The following bill was ‘then taken up asin 
whale, vizs Sg EO 2 Sn gale gs Oe 
-Bill to revive and continue in force an act supplementary, 
an fet, entitled an act in-addition to the actfor the puniahm 
of crimes’ against the United ‘States, .and.to- 1 eal thi 
therein mentioned, approved 10th. March, 1838. © 
Mr. RIVES said this was a bill of some. impo 
though it might lead to some discussion; though he -w 
ious that it-might be passed, yet. it was not Ais wish’ that 
should interfere with the matter under discussion before the 
nate, and would ‘therefore move it asan order of K 
some particular day. . bya Regs S ETA 
Mr. BUCHANAN asked whether the bill proposed any thing 
more than the mere revival of the neutrality law; if not, he did: 
not see any reason why. it should not he taken. up an consi* 
dered then. ae nope gg SS 
` Mr. RIVES said he had no reason to apprehend any:opposi 
tion tothe bill from the Senator from-Pennsy!vania,.{Mrr Bu- 
CHANAN,] yet he was apprehensive that debate might aries-from 
some quarter. Butas there was no disposition to inter pose, ob+ 
jection to the bil!, he-hoped it would be considered at once. “He 
stated that the bill didi nothing more than to revive the act 
the design of which was to enforce on the border. States “a 
strict observance of our neutral relations with neighboring. 
powers. If there was no disposition to debate the: bill, jhe - 
hoped the sense of the Senate would be taken on the ‘engroste 


ment. ee 
Mr. GRAHAM called for the reading of the law» the bill pro; 
posed to revive; which having been done, the bill was reported, 
to the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed fora third readings . 
Engrossed biil for the relief of Thankful Reyoolda, and in 
were read the third time, and. passed. < 
On motion of Mr. MERRICK, the Senate. proceeded to: the 
osition to establish, as, an additional. 
joint rule, that no amendment shall be made-in: either House'to 
the genera} appropriation bills, except to carry out -objécts pro- 
vided for by existingelaws, except for contingent expenses. and 
compensation to persons employed by the two Houses, 
The question being on the adoption of the rule; Mr. WOOD- 
BRIDGE demanded the yeas and nays. s 
Mr. LINN remarked ihat at the called session an appropria- 
tion for the Western frontier was refused, on the groun that. no. 
estimates had been before the committee which had charge of 
the subject, and that an appropriation was not specially recom- 
mended by the department. He would inquire of the Senator 
from Maryland (Mr. Mpsrick} whether an appropriation for 
defensive works in that quarter, of that character, coming from 
the House as an amendment to the general appropriation bill, | 
would be considered by himasin the meaning of the resoiution. 
If it was the design of the resolution to cut them off ‘from 
making appropriations for the defences ofthe Western frontigr, 
he certainly would not vote for it. k : 
Mr. MERRICK said the rule would restrict the amendments 
proposed, to objects contemplated by existing laws, Pee 
Mr. SEVIER inquired whether, in excluding amendments 
for objecis not authorized by existing Jaw, the Senator, con- 
sidered that a proposition to appropriate $100,000 for the con- 
tinuation of the Cumberland Road, would, under this tule, be 
excluded from the appropriation bills. i 
Mr. MERRICK remarked that the Senator from Arkansas 
was as well capable ofj udging as he was, whether that was an 
vhject authorized by the provisions of existing law or not. ý 
Mr. SEVIER remarked that by the rule proposed to be estas 
blished, if estimates or recommendations were not sentin from: 
the Departments for any particular fort or other work of defence, 
however indispensable it might be for the interest or honor of 
the country, no amendment could be introduced to the appro. 
priation bill, covering such object. He saw no good reason why 
discretion; and where defences 
were found to be necessary, to appropriate: money, whether 
there were estimates or recommendations fromthe Depart- 
ments or not. He moved to lay the resolution on the table, but 
withdrew the motion at the instance of ign) 
Mr. YOUNG, who, followed by Mr. LINN, showed how the 
rule would operate to cut off appropriations . for, the Western 
and Southwestern fronuers. They showed that the only, way. 
they can get appproprimieos to the new States, and particularly 
the. West, was by appending amendments to the appropriation. 
bigs. And that if it should turn out that some appropriation, 
the necessity of which was not foreseen, and the object of which 
was not provided for by existing law, and was abselutely ne- 
cessary tor the defence of the country, yet, by this rule, because 
there was no recommendation from the Depattments,and no pre- 
existing law authorizing it, no amendment could be made tothe 
general appropriation bill. covering the object. The rule would 
not operate atall to the injury of those on the northern borders. 
They have the advantage; for it seems whether appropriations 
be proposed for their harbors, fortifications, or the navy, they 
would be inorder, as they wouldalways bein accoydance with 
pre-existing law. Those from the West would cut themselves 
off by voting for Messrs. Youno and LINN 
were in favor of retrenchment and economy, and opposed to 


On motion of Mr. CLAY, 
present; and he called for the orders of the day. 
RETRENCHMENT AN 


useless offices; by lop- 
in Congress and all the 
Departments of the Government; and by rdpealmg the distribu- 


of practical economy, by abolishirg 
ping of all unnecessary expenses 


A o as to render any increase of the tarif above 
the Compromise act,or any new burdens on the people, unne- 
cet EVANS addressed the Senate for upwards of two hours, 
chiefly in reply to. Messrs. Woopsury and CALHOUN, with a 
view of showing that the expenditures of the Government can- 
not be brought below twenty-three millions əf dollars. — — 

He observed, 00 commenting his remarks, that the topics in- 
volved in the discussion now before the Senate; were nume 


“i 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


yous, atid<of the; greatest, importance. He conceived nothing 
could be of a more momentous, weighty, or grave eharacter, 
th é-aystom of policy: laid.down in the seriesof resolutions 
‘which: had. been submitted <by:-his. distinguished friend from 
Kentucky.3.They-.were particulatly opportune, for he thought 
it full time to look-the .d.fficdlsied of the country in the face. 


Nearly four:monthe-of the present session of Congress had pass- ` 


ed.overia useless discussions, withoutany thing being done.for 
the reliefof.the country,-and;.he was:sorry to say, he feared 
four niore would, elapse before any. thing: practical. would be 
effectads o ie E TEE À 
-<The main object of these resolutions seemed to him to be, 
to raise means sufficient for the administration of the Govern- 
meént.’ Tha great. question was, what the wants of the Govern- 
mént were to-be-for the coming year, and for succeeding years. 
Some. gentlemen opposite had assumed that the expenditares 
ought .to-be brought-down ta seventeen millions; but he had 
neverseen the practicability of that assumption demonstrated. 
The senator from New Hampshire {[Mr: WoopeuRy] the other 
day, had, indeed, offered a table of reductions; but ifhe, (Mr. 
Evans,) had time to go into particulars, he could easily de- 
Monstrate that not one-hali. of those redactions could be made. 
He averted. to a few of the items alluded to by. the Senator, and 
among-them, selected for comment, the proposition to reduce 
- the ‘¢xpenditures for the Florida war one million three hundred 
thousand dollars, leaving but five hundred thousand dollars to 
pay arrears and carry onthe war. He denied that any such 
reduction. was. practicable. It would take more than the ba- 
Jance to. pay whatis due, and nothing would be left to prose- 
cute the war. The same might be said with regard to other 
reductions proposed by the Senator. 

Payments were to be made this yearin discharge of claims 
on the General Government authorized by Congress to he paid 
to the Statesyamounting to one million six hundred thousand 
dollars; and there were many other new sources of expendi- 
tures for the ensuing year, which wou.d more than counter- 
balance thesum which the Senator assumes can be retrenched, 
Instead of a reduction of nearly eight millions, as supposed by 
the Senator, the most thatcould be donein any case would be 
to reduce thatamount to four millions, and these reductions 
saken off, would leave the expenditures twenty-two millions— 
precisely the point at which the resolutions under discussion 
assume that the expenditures ought to stop. 

Mr. Evans then weut into a review of the expenditures of 
the late Administration, and contended that in many instances 
the reductions made were not yetrenchments, but postpone. 
mente, There postponements, he considered nothing but ne 
glect or abandonment of duties of Government. Ifthe same du - 
ties, were performed for the year 1810, as for preceding years, 
the expenditures would have been twenty-five millions. He 
cdntended that the greatest real retrenchment of 1840 over 1839 
was in internal improvements, the savingon which was only 
nine hundred thousand dollars. The present Administration 
had nothing of that kind left to retrench. 

Another reduction made in 1840 was six hundred thousand 
dollars on pensions. ie aumitied that the falling in of pensions 
for the ensuing year ought to amount to a considerable reduc- 
tion. Bur these, and a few inconsiderable items, together with 
the reform and retrenchmenis now actually in progress, would 
not seriously affect the gross amount; for he would repeat now 
what he had stated before, and what had been charged upon 
him as saying by the Senator from South Carolina, that he did 
not see how the grogs amount of the expenditures could be re- 
duced below twenty-two millions. This was independent of the 
processgoing on for the diminution of expenses in detail, It 
was said, why not make reductions in the expenditures for the 


army? It might as well be asked why not cut off all ex- 
pense of that kind, by disbanding the army. Retrench- 
ment is going on; but gentlemen are impatient. Why not 


give time—why thus drive forward the Government, by ocen- 
pying its attention with petty savings, to the neglect of interests 
of momentous import tothecountty? Look abroad and see the 
position of the country with regard t foreign relations; and tet 
gentlemen say, is there not something in that aspect cf public 
aflairs,to occupy the. consideration of the Government. He 
wished togatisly the Senator from New Hampshire that ke 
was mistaken in supposing the comments made by his (Mr, 
Evans's) friends, on the expenditures of the late Administra- 
tion, were attacks on him for his official acts while Secretary 
oftho Treasury. Such was notthe fact; the estimates and 
expenditures of that period were only referred to, for the pur- 
post of ascertaining some standard by which the wants ofthe 
Goverament could be calculated. The Senator’s belief that he 
was attacked, had induced him to enter into a defence of his 
own course, by throwing the blame of extravagant expendi- 
tures upon Congress, There was no necessity for this defence 
as he could assure the Senator there was 1.0 intention to make 
any attack upon hiro, He would state whatexpenditures were 
uathorized by Congress. 

Herc Mr. Evans went into a minute detail of the appropria- 
tions of Congress during the late Administration, and reviewed 
the objects fur which they were made, He-contended that there 
was nothing to be gained by leaving out of the estimates things 
which it should have been known they ought to embrace; and 
he contended that had the-estimates of those years of extrava- 
gance been as full and explicit as they ought to have been, Con- 
gress would not have beea subject to the reproach of excessive 
appropriations. 

He went into a review in detailof the estimates and appro- 
priations of 1840, 1841, and 1842, and particularly in relation 
w Lhe naval service; then recapitulated hig remarks on the civil 
list, army, navy, and miscellaneous expenditures, with a view 
of showing that the lowest amount to which the gross expendi- 
tures could be brought down, was twenty two millions of 
dollars. He stated that he had gone over all these items, 
to show that the duty of the Government did not admit of 
such a reduction of expenditure as had been urged by the 
pentlemanopposite, The present Administration might, in- 
deed, postpone objects of public service; but sooner or latet 
these objects would have to be accomplished. Postponements 
did not amount to retrenchments; there was, he contended 
nothing to be gained from sucha course. Iis plan would be 
to make appropriations promptly in advance of the publie ser- 
vice; and he had eatisfied himself that thirty-three and a third 
per cent. might be saved by sucha course. Under ail the circum- 
stances now discussed, and without any reference to the position 
` of the country with regard to foreign relations, be did net see 
how the expenditures could be brought down below twenty-two 
millions. ` Indeed it was his belief that they could not be 
brought down to that sum. He should be entirely satisfied if they 
couldbe brought down to twenty-three millions. The question, 


| then, was, how this sum “was to beraised? “It was useless to re- 


ly on Treasury notes or loans, for the country was now in that 
condition that uo more could be borrowed. “The only thing 
possible to be done was to establish a sound, wholesome.sys- 


tem of-tariff for revenue, The tables of exports and imports 


for some years havé been so fluctuating that it is not easy 
to make out any standard for -calculation from 
them. He concurred-with the mover of the resolutions, 
under discussion, that the imports subject to duty could not be 
calculated at more than ninety millions. He next reviewed the 
calculation mate by. the Senator from South Carolina, {Mr. 


| CaLHoun,]yesterday. . 


In the course of his remarks in reference to the estimate of 
articles to be free from duty under the: compromise act, Mr. 


|. CALHOUN interposed for explanation; upon which the compro- 


mise act was referred to, and a short running discussion en- 
stied, in the course of which Mr. Cuay interferred, to say that 
he would, in his reply, advert to that particular subject;. but 
that he would now content himself with asserting, in the most 
positive manner, that no such limitation-of free articies as the 


Senator from South Carolina supposed, was intended or autho- 


rized by the compromise act, and that Congress had entire con- 
trol over the subject, without violation of that act. 

Mr. Evans observed, in continuation, that he had heard so 
many conflicting constructions of the compromise act, that he 
was inclined to doubt what meaning should be given to its pro- 
visions, and would, therefore, pass over that branch of the sub- 
ject. He then proceeded to calculations, with a view of ascer- 
taining the basis ofrevenue. He had construsted tables of im- 
ports for two periods of ten yearseach: first, from 1820 co 1829 
inclusive, and then from 1830 to 1840 inclusive. The aggre- 
gate of exports for the first period was $520 000,000, making 
fifty-two millions annually: for the secondperiod the aggregate 
exports were seven hundred and ninety millfons, averaging 
seventy nine millions annually, The imports of the first pe- 
riod were five hundred and seventy millions, or fifty-seven mil- 
lions annually; of the second period, nine hundred and eighty 
millions, or ninety eightinilliens annually. Fer the first period 
the excess of exports was two hundred and sixty six millions, 
or twenty six millions annually; the excess.of imports for the 
same period was three hundred-and eighty-one millions, or thirty 
eight millions. Theincréase of exports beyond the relative in- 
crease of population for the two periods was nine per cent; but 
the relative increase ofimports was forty percent. The differ- 
ence was to he accountell for by the exports of State storks crea- 
ting a debt. abroad incurred hy the excess of imports. From all 
this he deduced thatin calculations for revenue ten per cent. only 
instead of fifteen, should be added to the amount ofexports. He 
then went minutely into details to show that one hundred and 
fitteen millions ofimports during thé last ten years had not keen 
inet by exports of domesuc products. TWesuppesed that for 
the next ten years no new indebtedness would be created. 

Mr. EVANS was here proceeding to show that if exports 
were taken as the basis of estimates of revenue, ten per cent. 
instead of fifteen being added; and the excess of imports oc- 
casioned by the exports of State stocks, were taken from the 
aggregate of imports, the result would be similar, and the ave 
yage standard for calculation of revenue would not exceed 
ninety millions. Atthis pont he intimated that it would take 
him about an hour and a half more to get through, 

His friends suggested that it would, in that case, be best to 
postpone till to-morrow the further discussion, which was 
agreed to; andthe Senate went into Executive session, and, 
after some time spent therein, 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tavrspay, March 17, 1842. 

The Journal of yesterday having been read— 

Mr. PICKENS rose, he said, to an amendment of the 
journal, 

He perceived that the journal stated the loan bill had been 
taken up in Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
but as to how it was done no notice was taken. 

The SAEAKER said that nothing that was transacted in 
committee was noted on the journal; nor had the House any 
thing to do with those proceedings “until the committee had 
made report of those proceedings. 

The Ciurk stated that the journal, in speaking of the loan 
bill, had set forth that “the committee had by a vote determined 
to consider this bill,” &c. 

After a- brief conversation the journal, as read, was ap- 
sroved. 

; The SPEAKER announced the following select commit- 
tees: 

On International Copy-right—Messrs. Kennedy of Mary- 
land, Winthrop of Massachusetts, Brockway of Connecticut, 
McKeon of New York, and Shieldsof Alabama, 

On the petition of inhabitants of Lawrenceville, Pennsyl. 
vania in relutionto making Pike sireet a public highway— 
Messrs. W. W. Irwin of Pennsylvania, Henry of Pennsylvania, 
J. R. Ingersoll, of Pennsyivania, ©. Brown of Pennsylvania, 
and Bidiack of Pennsylvania. ` 

On classifying Clerks in Public Offices and their salaries— 
Messrs, Richard W. Thompson of Indiana, Owsley of Kentucky, 

and J. T, Mason of Maryland. 
GESERAL RETRENCHMENT. 

Mr. GILMER, from the Select Committee on General Re- 
trenchment, asked leave, at this time, to make two reports. 

And, as motive to induce the House to receive the reports 
now, he woult state that the commitiee having obtained leave 
to sit during the seesions of the House, its members were rarely 
in their seats in the Hall. 

No objection being made— 

Mr. G. from the said committee, reported a bill to rezu- 
Jate the mileage of members of Congress; which, having 
been read twice by its title, was committed to the Commit. 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. G. then made a report on the franking privilege; which, 
without being read, was laid on the table and ordered to be 

rinted. 

P Mr. J. IRWIN, from the Committeee on Enrolled Bills, re- 
ported that the committee had examined and found to be cor- 
reetthe act toauthorize the Judge ofthe District Court of the 
Eastern District of Penneylvania to hold a special session of 
said court; and the act ta amend the several acts in relation 
to the Judicial Courts of the United siates; which said bills re- 
ceived the signature of the Speaker. 

Mr. LOWELL. on leave given, presented the petition of Ja 
bez Mowry and 116 other citizens of Lubec, Maine, praying 


i Congress to rescind the act of May 29:h, 1830, in relation to. the 


colonial trade, and te restore aud revive the navigation acta of 
1818, 1820, and 1828;. which was referred. tothe Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. a he y 

Also, the proseedings of the citizens of Lubec, Maine, ata 
public meeting on the 18th February, 1842, in relation to the 
occupation of our territory by British troops, the Northeastern 
Boundary, and the existing arrangements between the United 
States and Great. Britain relative to the colonia] trade; which 
were referred to the same committee. s 

Also. the petition of Thomas S. Tabbut, ownerof the fishing 
schooner “Ann Louisa,” of Addison, Maine, for allowance of 
bounty on sald schooner; which. was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. © a j 

Mr. STUART, of Illinois, on leave given, made à. re- 
port from the Committee. on Public Expenditures; which, 
without being read, was Jaid on thè table, and ordered.to be 

rinted. : 

ý Mr. FESSENDEN, on leave given, presented a petition; 
which was referred. ` . 

Mr. FILLMORE called for the orders of the day; but waived 
ihe motionat the request of Mr. ARNOLD. 

DISTRICT PENITENTIARY., 1 ; 

On Jeave given, Mr, ARNOLD offered the following resolu- 
tion, which, without debate or diviston, wasadopled: g 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be required 
to lay before this ti ouse the separate charges preferred against 
certain officers connected withthe penitentiary in the District 
of Columbia; the instructions to the commissioners appointed 
to inquire into those charges; the report made by them in both 
cases,and the testimony taken by them; and likewise the ac- 
tion of the Executive on the report and testimony. 

Mr. KENNEDY of Maryland, on leave given, moved that 
certain papers which had been referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, in relation to the removal of the bar on the Missi 
sippi river, be referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 
Ordered accordingly. e 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia asked leave to offer a resolution. 

But Mr. FILLMORE remarking that there would be no end 
to this irregular business, insisted on his motion for the orders 


of the day. : . 
: THE LQAN BILL. fi 

And, on motÑn of Mr. LILEMORE, the House resolved itself 
into. Committee ef the Whclé on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
DBarices of Massaghusetts in fthe chair)and resumed the consi- 
deration of the bill¥or the extension ofthe loan of 1841, and for 
an addition of five millions $f dollars thereto.” 

The pending question wAs on the motion of Mr. FILLMORE 
Cunder the direction df thef/Commitiee ef Ways and Means) to 
igh of the bill, the foilowing as seciis 


No. 4: 

And be it further enacted, That the proviso to the second 
section of said aci is hereby repealed, and the Secretary of the 
Treasury is hereby authorized to cause the stack hereafter to 
be issued to be dispused of at the highest price which he can ob- 
tain for the same on its being advertised in reasonable time for 
proposals; but no stock whatever shal! be sold undei par, except 
upon and in pursuance of a specific advertisement, and in 
virtue thereof, 

Mr. FILLMORE said that when the committee rose the Cay 
previous, the question before it had been on the adoption of this 
amendment, to be inserted as a fourth section of the bill, and it 
had been objected to by the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. 
UnpeRweop.] on the ground that it allowed the agent of the 
Government to dispose of Government securities below their 
par value, and thereby impaired the national credit. And 
in that objection the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Wise} 
had warmly concurred. As reported in the Intelligencer, 
that gentleman had denounced the measure as “directing 
by Jaw the discredit of the Government certificates of stock; 
as being the “severest stab that could be given to the Gos 
vernment’s own stock, in its. own law—a presumption 
that its bonds would not command par valne;” and as be- 
ing. in that gentleman’s opinion, “the most unwise and 
impolitic proposition that could have come solemnly from the 
Committee of Ways and Means.” Now, it had been very 
apparent that this stab of the gentleman was aimed at the 
Committee of Ways and Means; but it did so happen that it 
was given in the dark, and passed through that committee to the 
very heart of the Administration itself. The Committee of 
Ways and Means, he would take this opportunity of saying, had 
shown as much regard to the honor and creditof the Govern- 
ment as any finance committee that had preceded them; and, in 
fact, they had been induced to offer the bill before the committee 
only by the extreme urgency ofthe Administration itself, What 
had the financial organ of that Administration said? Who was 
it that had given this “deadly stab” to the credit of the Govern- 
ment and the honor of theconntry? In reply to that question 
he would read to the House what the Secretary of the Treasury 
himself had said, as lately as the 11th of the present month. 

[Here Mr. F. quoted a letter from the Secretary, stating to the 
Committee of Ways and Means that the existing embarrass- 
ments in the money market called for the insertion of a provi- 
sion in the loan bil, by which the Government stock might be 
sold for what it would bring, &c.] 

And what said another letter, from another high officer of 
the Government, located at the commercial emporium of the 
country—he referred to the Collector of the Customs at New 
York? 

{Here Mr. Frutmors read a letter from Mr. Curtis, in which 
that gentleman, after expressing his hope that Congress would 
authorize a new loan without delay, observed that if the certifi- 
caies were restricted to be soid at par only, the Government 
would fail in obtaining relief} but if they were al.owed to be 
sold under par, the Government would get the par value. If 
restricted to par, though the loan should be made irredeemable 
for fifteen years, the law would be practically a dead letter, and 
of no avail. In this hespoke the opinion of intelligent and dis- 
insere-ted men on the spot. } 


There was the language of the official functionary of the Go- 
vernment, on which the Committees of Ways and Means had 
based itsaction. If there was a deadly blow at the credit of the 
Government, who struck i? Did the Committee of Ways and 
Means—or wasit the cherished organs of the Administration? 
Mr. F. could not conceive what was the object of the attacks 
which of late had almost daily proceeded from those said to be 
the peculiar friends of the President. So frequent had they 
been in that quarter, that he was almost induced to believe that 
there was a deadly game playing on that floor to kill one of the 
political parties here. If not, why this continual opposition 
trom those gentlemen to all measures brought forward for the 


` stock at six per cent. 


_ the House and the country who it was that was thwarting the 


public service? Why. did the party press throughout thecoun- | 
py underthe controlof the Administration, pour out the viais } 
of its. wrath upon the majority of this House for neglect nd de- 
lay ofthe public business, without the least notice of the obsta- 
cles and interruptions continually thrown in by, the President’s | 
peculiar filends he e, who did more to retard avd distract the || 
course.of the public husiness than hoth the other ‘parties put to- 
gether? It was high time that gentlemen of both the great par- | 
ties in. the House'should look to this; that they should take 
warning from the course of these peculiar friends of the Admi- 
nisiration, He had read something of the communications the 
Committee of Ways and Means had received; bui they had not 
submitted to the fuil extent to all the méasures recommended to 
them. 't he Administration had recommended that the Govern- 
ment stock should be publicly set up and sold at auction; and i 
the. Secretary of the. Treasury had suggested that he be | 
clothed with unlimited power “to dispose of it in the best 
way he could. Bat the committee had thought it proper | 
to guard the Treasury, by providing that before any sacri 
fice was made at prices below par, a reasonable time 
should beallowed and public notice given, so that there might 
be a fair field for competition, and that the administration 
might not have the opportunity ofselecting its own peculiar 
favorites, and throwing the sales into their hands. They had 
refused to allow the stock to he put up atauction, where combi- 
nations might be entered into. to depress the price. They had 
gone as far as they. conscientiously could in complying with. | 
the recommendations of the Department;. andif ihey had, in 
the opinion of the gentleman, gone too far, did ithein the 
mouth of the friends, par excellence, of this Administration 
ty taunt the committee with having done two much in their 
zeal to sustain its credit? What sald the letter of the Collector? 
That power must be provided to sell the stock below par, or it 
would not be suldatall,. Ifthis were a game of brag, then. in- 
deed, the high sounding denunciations of the gentleman from 
Virginia might have some effect; but it was a question of finance 
—~a question at which self-interest would look regardless of all 
sympathy with this or aay other Administration. “What in- 
duced the belief that possibly the stock could not be sold at par 
though running for twelve years? ‘The fact that we had 
now inthe marketstock bearing the same rate of interestand jf 
running for three yearsovly, aud nota thousand dollars worth 
of it could be sold. There was a fact—a plain and stubborn 
fact—againstall the lofty assumptions of the gentleman from 
Virginia that the Government securities of seventeen millions 
of people would not command their par vatue, Andhe would 
give the gentleman another: we had Treasury notes in murket, 
Dearing an interest of six per cent. and payable at the end 
of asingle year, and receivable at all custom-houses end land 
offices throughout the United States, and yet he had been told 
that, this day, in this city of Washington, they were ata dis- 
count of two per cen'.; and he had received official information 
jn a letter received this morning that ten days sivee, in the 
city of New York, the spot of all oiners where there was the 
greatest demand for them, because there so large a portion of 
the revenue was paid, they wece at adiscount of one and of 
one anda quarer per cent; and net oply so, but that, if imme- 
diate relief was not obtained, the price must sink still lower, 
Yet, in the face of facts like these, the House was toid by the 
gentleman from Virginia that it was only necessary to declare 
that the bonds should not be sold below par, and this would 
compel capitatists to take them at par: and whoever did not 
subscribe to this opinion and act upon it was aiming adeadly 
stab at the very vitals of the Government! We had tried one 
Joan bill; and had listened to a voice, which counselied the House 
tu consult public opinion and reduce the term it had to run to 
three years, aud to raise the interest from five to six per cent; 
and what was the consequence? The measure turned out an 
abortion. And1ow, if this biil also should prove an abortion, 
Mr. F. warned the Administration and the conntry that it had 
first been attacked by the peculiar friends of that Administra- 
tion, and that it waslost in consequence. Let them charge the 
disastrous consequences which must follow—be ihey what they 
might, both tothe Administration itself and to the country at 
large—on the heads of those who ptoiessed themseives to be 
the peculiar friends of the present Administratior . 

Mr. F. observed that, having said ail that was necessary on 
this matter, he should defer, for the present, any remarks he 
hail to offer on the general subject of this loan until the preli- 
mninaries of the measure shonid have been agreed on. Tf the 
House should refuse to adopt the bill, on the headsof the Ad- 
ministration itself and of its peculiar friends in that House be 
the consequences. The Committee of Ways and Meas had 
done ail they deemed to be due to the country, They were not 
going to throw themselves between the Adminisiration and 
that awful guif which was yawning beneath it, while those 
whocalled themselves its peculiar friends were playing the 
demagogue on that floor, 

Mr. TILLINGHAST ucxt addressed the committee, He was 
understeud t advocate the amendment proposed by the Com. jį 
x, allowine the stock to be sold ieiow |] 


i 
| 
i 
i 
j 


thatthe price of money 
hundred dollars in money wilt not be 
This is the acai 


on made when you 
dispose of a certificate of a hundied dollars bearing six per 
cent. for lees than a hundred dol dy money. In both 
cases Your object is to obtain the commodity | at its real price, 

Mr. PICKENS said it was sot his intenticn to detain the 
committee by goisg into a discussion of the amendments to the 
Dill, or to Interpose between the gentleman from New York 
(Mr. FILLMORE} and the senteman from Virginia, (Me. Wiss] 
but when the gentleman from New York solemniy asked from 


public measures and stabbing the public credit, and when he 
triel to create the inference that It was done by what he chose 
to call the “peculiar friends of the Executive,” he (Mr. Prox: 
Es) desired not to screen, nor to be classed amongst those 
“peculiar” friends. On this measure, too, he should suppress, 
though with difficulty, the scorn he felt for tbe imbecility of 
thoge who have the management of the public. affairs; he had 
risen for another purpoee; he had risen to give his reasons why 


he could not consent to this proposed hawking of the public - 


credit-of the country below par. fi did not become 
him to sustain the credit and the measures of those gen- 
emen who had brought the credit of the country to this posi- 
tion, Public credit was a plant of slow and. delicate growth; 
its fine fibres were affected by everyruce gale that swept over 
it; it was like the sensitive piant—the s test touch would af 
fect it throughout. And why was the public credit below par? 
This was an important question for the country tocousider. Tt 
was because their Government lived beyond iis income; and 
while that income was notoriously sinking, évery officer and 
head ofa Department in this Government was increasing his 
demand for appropriations without presenting a specific system 
of revenue to meet those deixands, And more than tha', Con- 
gress had stricken down the mest certain source of revenue, 
which should have been the basis of the naticnal faith and the 
national credit, Why was itthat the gentleman who was at 


the head of the Committee of Ways and Means had thought - 


proper to follow the instructions of the Department by inserting 
this disgraceful clause inthe bill? It was a clause which was 
either more nor jess than a public advertisement. to all Jews 
and brokers throughout the counvry, that they may have the 
securities of this Government at fess than their par value: It 
was a proclamation to all the Shylocks who congregate on 
the Rialto, that the Government was willing and ready 


to sacrifice its credit for their benefit and to put 
the Government at their mercy. He (Mr. Picssns) 
pever would consent to such a proposition, when 


he considered that. there were other measures to be 
adopted. Why hed not the chairman of the Committee of 
Vays and Means introduced a specific system on which this 
Joan was to be based? Why. had he not brought in arevenue 
bill to meét the public faith and the public creditin the public 
exigencies? _ Because he preferred a loan bill, with this clause 
in it, the public credit being below par, lo taxing the resources 
of this growing people. Ifthe gentieman, with that enlightened 
forecast which he (Mr. Pickens) knew Him to possess, had 
brovght ina measure to repeal the Distribution law, and to set 
aside the public lands fur the public exigencies, there would 
have been no need for the amendment which they were then 
discussing; there would be no question whether the Government 
credit was below par or not; for instead of the public cre- 
dit being below par, it would rise one or two per cent, instantly. 
Did they suppose the enlightened capitaiiats of this country did 
net uoderstand these pec - measures, and that the Govern: 
ment was living beyond itsincome, and that every Department 
bad doubled its demands for appropriations, at the same Ume 
presenting no specific system on which to hase these demanes? 
They did understand it; and when the question was asked who 
struck down their credit, he answered, It wes the profligate ex- 
penditures of tris Government, ond the reck tess disposal oftheir 
pubiic revenne from the public lands. True, not much had 
Deen received from the sales of public lands for the last year; but 
ws bad been kept outofimerker, in order to swell 
ato be made hereafter to the States nnder the Dis- 
tribudon act. Yes, the lands had been kept cut af market to 
increase the amount. to be hereafter di 3 


ed amongst the Slates, 
and te justify your demand of increased taxation through a ta 
riff, and io furnish a pretext for such toan bills as the 
present, for the benifit of your speculating friends -and 
stockholders. But if they would present a system of mea- 
sures by which the demands on the Government were to be met, 
there wonk! be no difficulty in sustaining the public credit; and 
he answed the gentleman from New York as to the course 
which he incended to pursue, that it was not his intention to 
lower the public credi!, or thwart the measures of the Govern- 
ment; but he demanded irom those having the public credit 
in their hands, and the chairman of the Commitico of Ways 
and Means, as their agent in this House, a specific mea 
sure, or a system of taxation, without which anda re- 
calling of the revenues from the lands, and placing them 
where it was intended they should be, as a fund to sustain 
the eredit of the country, he could not agree to the proposition 
before thecommittes, What was it ciruck cown the pub-ic 
credit atthe firs on ofthe present Congress? Why, they 
came hereto provide the ways ait means for the public exis 
gences, and to meci the A incurred by the last Administra- 
tion—but fhis was a question which he wouid not now step to 
discuss—if they had intended to propese some honest system 
to meet t would they have done? They would have 
called on t ce Committee fora fem to aci upon; but 
what did they de? By a most de yote they referred it to 
the Committee on Manufactures ting to the 
country that they were not g evenie. and tha 
not willing tos nt cre it whict 
dine at every par I 
Gdevoting theroseives to the restoration of she n 
athonor, whicb hac ies of mi 
whith were unknown‘to raen in the 
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tbe Gove t and g to the interesis of the 
country. ; . 
Mr. REYNOLDS, after a few remarks, which from the noise 


prey: gin the hall were inaudible at the Reporier’s desk, 
Observed that this was a subject which, in his humble judg- 
ment, ought to have roused the atiention of every individual in 
the body. Indeed he was satisfied that there had been no subject 
of greater importance before the House since he had had the 
honorofa seatin the body. Having been sitting. there nearly 
three months without having opened his mouth once, he hoped 


` guilty of reducing it to its present low state, 


f 
> should vote for this amendment, wheth 


inembered to have read-in. one.of the school books, Ris iat: 
the storm and puuish.those who raised itafterwards. : Letihém 
first provide for the wants‘of the empty Treasury, and. then.it 
would he time enough to Hindout-and punish’ those who. were 
l 4 x Ifthe ‘Demacra: 
ic party were in fault, let them receive the’ punishment; if, on 
the contrary, it was the hard cider men who did the injury, let 
them be punished. In his opinion, the greatest crime ‘and 
the greatest disgrace to ournation, would be in advertising the 
bonds of the Government in the public papers and selling them 
below par; and this was a situation ia which no State of the , 
Union had yet been placed, notwithstanding so much had. been 
said about the depreciation of State credit. In his opinion, ‘the: 
question was, whether it was not better, under the cir- 
cumstances, to wait awhile, ull they could “provide 
some other mode of raizing revenue for the © countr 
than to sell ont bonds below par. He considered- it 
a vivlation of duty somewhere that a tax bill to raise the 
amount of revenue necessary for the service ofthe Government 
had not been brought forward before this time. He hesitated 
not to say that the people were willing to pay a direct tax sooner 
than see the bonds of the Government hawked about inthe 
market, and sold below par. ' He was willing to impose it on - 
himself and on: his constituents rather than See the honor of 
the country tarnished. He was not, however, prepared ró say 
thata direct tax was the best mode of raising a revenue; but if 
there was no other, he. was ready to adoptvit. Buthe would 
ask, was it not: better first to. ascertain, how: much money was 
wanted before adopting means to raise it? Would tt notbe 
wise to say in advance that the expenditures of this Govern. 
ment shal! not exceed twenty millions of dollars per annum? 
He had ne doubt but this sum would be amply sufficient under 
a wise and economical administration of our affairs. -And he. 
had no doub: bit that this sum could be obtained, for the coun- 
try was prosperous and flourishing. With.a country of vast 
extent and unexampled fertility of soil, a population of seven- 
teen millions intelligent, industrious, and enterprising, and 
abundant resources, it was out of the question to suppose that 
the Government could not realize enough to relieve its embar- 
yassmenisifthe right plan was pursned. Mr. R wished to know 
of the committee who had that matter ia charge, what had bes 
come of the revenue bill, His worthy friend from South Caro- 
Hina. (Mr. Pickens} whe was the most nltra free trade man in 
the House, would no doubt consent to be taxed for the purpose 
of relieving the country—provided our expenditures are 
brought down to an economical standard; and he would ask 
his werthy friends on the Commitee of Way sand Means ifit was 
not worth their while to limit Uke expenditures of the Govern» 
ment, and bring them down to some reasonable siandard. Tn 
his opinion there were a great many expenditures that ought to 
be retvenched. ‘The expenditures for the navy could bear con- 
siderable reductions. He was aware that that was a useful 
and popular arm ofour national defence, but cconomy could be 
introduced into it without impairing ils efficiency, Letgentle- 
men look at the magnificent projects of the Secretary of the 
Navy, as exhibited in his report. Why, all the money in the. 
country would be insufficient to sustain them. There was the 
army, too, that needed considerable retreenchment; and of, all 
the instimtions in the country, that at West Point could be the 
easiest dispensed with, Abolish that, and one of the heaviest 
of our expenditures would be cut off. Bring down the army. 
to the yate it was in 1821, and there let it stand till we are 
forced into a War, When it will then be time cnough to increase. 
the army and the expenditures of the Government: Mr. R. 
here referred to the. reference that was made of the revenue bill 
to the Committee on Manufactures instead of the Committee of. 
Ways and Means, which he considered a very injudicious and 
inappropriate reference, Three months had gone by since 
thatyreference was made, and yet there had been no report on 
the bill. This tbe people were complaining of, and they had a 
right to complain. Was it right, he asked, to send this bill. 
to a commities whose com auons have been directed to the. 
interesis of the manufacturers insiead of the revenue wants of 
the Government? Lf that bill had been reported at a proper 
time, and a proper plan of revenue had been aclopied, they 
wouldhave heard nothing about selling the bunds of the Go- 
vernment helow par. No; in that ca he Government stock 
would readily have sold at a premiu instead of a discount. 
After some further remarks frem Mr. REYNOLDS, F 
Mr. W. C. JOHNSON was understood to say that he should 
ent vote on this amendment, but 
iis debate bad taken. i 
He sa even votes bearing an interest 
of six per cent—w } He was wil- 
ling himself, therefore, te vote tor this amendment; and he 
should vote for it, becange he believed that the cmbarrassments 
ef the country were such that, to preecrve the public faith and 
honor. we must adopt some course to raise revenue and to liqui: 
ie debt. He believed, therefore, that it would be 
e Government to horrew money at almost any rate 
to pay its debts, rather then refuse to pay them, and 
ascutcheca blurred and stained with its liabilities 
-He had been informed thas one gentleman had 
e than twenty-five thousand oars, within the ‘last 
hours, which were bow un srotest. Beta 
ke acomputation Gf such a thing were possi re 
imable value of p > faith, he could not pat inr the 
t any considerations as tO the rate of inent 
ernment might have to pay to liquidate tg a- 
syve its faith—be that rate of interesi five, six, 
nay, ten per cent Ns : 
ae ee Pe iai yesterday for the proposition of the gentleman 
Sinia (MMe. Ts stend the Gime of the Joan 
from Virzinia ve M isr] his he had done (be was under- 
from twelve co fifteen years. is He na i i 
from tvel 0 on the ground tbat, by extending the timo, the 
loan coud be mare certainly effected, because pershes 
net invest money which. was to be S s 
ihey had no other immediate means 0 
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reiny 
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i reasur, ; the Commitice o 
} retary of the Treasury, or by the x 
By ne a Means, or by a solitary mea.ber of the House, be- 
See knowing the embarrassed condition of every region of 
the Union, he claimed the right to exercise his own judgment, 
and he believed that when the general condition of things Was 


(Mr ..J’s) reading; if his position, that the source of revenue 
Atom the public jands dad been a fixed and permanent source, 
‘was ċotrect. Had not the amountof revenue from that source 
fluctuated frorn one million, nay, even less than one million, @ 
year, tothe amount, sometimes, of more than twenty-four mil- 
lions? © Was that a fixed and stable source of revenue upon 
which Congress could legislate wisely in ts expenditures and 
appropriations? 

But suppose that the account was cast up, and that we looked 
to the outstanding balancesdue—or soon to be due against the 
Government—and to the revenue which would have come into 
the Treasury if the bill to appropriate the proceeds oi the 
sales of the public lands had not passed. He believed that, 
since last January, the amountolthe proceeds of the sales of the 
public lands had been hut little more than two hundred thou- 
sand dollars; so that, according to the argument of the gentleman 
ftom South Carolina, if Congress had-not passed this law, 
and this sum of two hundred thousand dollars had gone into 
the public Treasury, this Government would now be ex- 
empted from. all debt—the Treasury would. be overflow. 
ing, and no necessity would exist for the passage of thisJoan 

Hi ` k 

‘Mr. PICKENS desired to explain; and Mr. J. having yielded 
the floor for the purpose—. > 4 

Mr. P. said that the'gentleman from Maryland (Mr. Jonnson] 
had not exactly state his proposition, hat he (Mr, P.) had 
said’ waa this: He had not put the matter on the ground of dol- 
lars and cents, the Distribution bill not having yet taken effect; 
but he had said that this permanent source of revenue had been 
diverted from its ordinary courre, which had heretofore formed 
the basis of our national credit to a great extert—that that had 
indirectly affected the public credit, and that the dealers in 
stocks understood it, . 

_ Mr, JOUNSON resumed. The gendeman had varied his 
osition in some degree; and, inorder to give the merest sirt- 
low of force to his remarks, he had assumed what be (Mr. JO 
was sure no other gentleman would consider had any force in 
it, ‘The gentleman seemed to have arrived by a very easy pro- 
cess at the conclusion that this Government had no credit un 
Jess:it was that which it derived from the use of the. public 
lands as a source of revenue; taat by giving tothe peaple of the 
States their own property, the Government of the Union was 
stripped of all its importance, of all its honor, of all its faith, of 
all its sources of revenue, and ofall its means to meet its habiti- 
ties and to supply its necessary and legitimate wants. He (Mv. 
J.) would not argno the gnestion. No other member of the 
committee, ha was’ sure, thought wna that gentleman, nor 
would the proposition stand the result of the gentleman’s own 
reflections. le (Mr. J.) called upon avy man to show him 
where the argument had ever been ased, that the public lands 
were a necessary source of revenue to carry on the legitimate 
wants of the Guvetument. Ue had asked the question more 
than once ìu this House, and he had never yet found the man 
who could answerhim, Whenever Congress was prepared to 
pay of the Stato debts, then might the Staies be asked to Jet this 
source of revenue flow into the ‘Lreasury of the nation, but not 
efore. 

There were now outstanding, he believed, something upwards 
of eight millions of dollars of Treasury notes. Under the loan 
bill passed at the extra session, something like five and a half 
millions had been taken, and the immediate aad pressing wants 
of the Government(for the quarter) amounted at this time, he 
believed, tu something like two and a half millions of dollars; 
making an outstanding debt which the Government owded at 
this time of near sixteen millions of dollars. And all this was 
to have been paid by the two hundred thousand dollars which 
would have come into the national Treasury if the land distri- 
bution bill of the extra session had not become a law! All this 
Joad of debt would be cancelled! ‘here wonld be no public 
debi—there would be no necessity fora loan bill, The Govern- 
ment would betn high eredit and standing, aud the Treasury 
overflowing. Could any man practise upon bis own credulity 
to such an extent as to address tothe intelligence ofthe American 
nation arguments and language such as these? [Ye (Mr. J) dit 
not beli«ve that there was a manso shallow in his intelect so 
extremely credulous in dis belief as not to see the absurdity of 
such remarks; and they must reflect back their absurdity ox the 
source from which they emanated. 

Mr. J. then alluded to anather portion of the remarks of Mr. 
Pickens, and was anderstood to say thatthe gentiem:a first re- 
buked them for nut bringing forward a system of revenue, and 
then rebuked them because it became necessary to touch the 
question of the tari 7 

Mr. PICKENS again explained. Ie had said that, instead of 
referring the subject tothe Committee on Finance, whither it 
had usually gone, it had atthe commencement of the session 
ween referred to the Coin mittee on Manufactures; thus deciaring 
io the world dive measure, aud not a measure of 
revenue, Was 

[A voice. Andine ve delayed to report.] 

Mr. P. Yes; and they have delayed to report, for the report 
ought to have been ina manih ago. 

Mr. JOIINSON resumed. Lie caw very little difference; he 
could not himseif discriminate it. When a revenue bill was 
intreduced at the special session, he was notsure that the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina had raised his voice—leud and 
eloquent as Mr. J. took pleasurein saying it always was, in 
favor of it; he was notsure that the genieman thengave the 
wi the benefitof his powerful and patrictic appeals, or even of 
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Mr. PICKENS explained. “What he had said at the extra 


Jseasion was, that-at-this session the compromise bill would 
_haveexpired; that this wuld be the proper session at which 


to review the whole revenue measure, “and that, if a proper 
bill was brought forward at this session, he would give it kis 
hearty co-operation. and support, so far as all'the legitimate 
wants and expenditures. of the Government were concerned. 
And be, probably, made at the Special session the most liberal 


speechefthe Southera members on this floor in relation to` 


manufactures. à y s 

Some further explanations took 
JOHNSON and PICKENS. 

Mr, JOUNSON concluded by expressing his regret that the 
committee to which.a majority of the House had thought pro- 
per to referihe subject: had not found it in their. power, or 
within their judgment, to report ‘a bill before this time. He 
had entertained -the opinion that the measure ought to be one 
on which the earliest report was made, not even excepting 
that fromthe Commitee on the Currency. He had seen no 
cause tò change thatopinion; and it was for that reason that 
he had originally been anxious ‘that a report on the subject 
of revenue should come from the Committee of Ways and 
Means. -For his own part, he was willing to vote for any 
amount of revenue to meet the legitimate wants and purpo- 
ses of the Government, 

Mr. MARSHALL said this was one of the series of 
amendments to this bill which was of avery important na- 
ture to this Government, and one in which, in common with 
oiher members on this floor, he felt a very great interest. 
But he was so unhappy as again to differ on the particular 
subj ct before. the committee from his friend the Chairman of 
the Commitiee of Ways aud Means, He understood the pro- 
position to he, that they were to-authorize aloan for twelve 
years, and to offer it in market at whatever itwould fetch. He 
could not vote for such .a proposition; and on this occasion, as 
on all others when he differed with gentlemen in whose ex: 
perience he had much more confidence than in his own, ke ac 
knowledged he differed with very grea: distrust in himself. 
Knowing the views of the. gentleman from South. Caro- 
lina, (Mr. Pickens,] he had been somewhat surprised at 
the course of his remarks this morning. Had he not ex- 


place fbetyreen Messrs. 


` pressed, in the first place, ma utmost scorn at the imbecility 


of those who had brought the Government iato its present fix? 

Mr, PICKENS here made a brief explanation, which was not 
heard as. the Reporter’s desk. 

Mr. MARSHALL. ‘The gentleman, then, expressed his 
scorn at the imbecility ofthe Administration in relation to this 
measure One word touching the Administration and the 
“scera” of the Administration on this floor. He could not sit 
down without expressing very briefly his views ofthe condition 
of that fgreat party to which he belonged in connection with 
this subject, and the attitude of parties altogether in relation to 
thisand mher subjects. ‘Theaspect of parties, asat present ex- 
hibited, appeared tojhbn 1o be mosttatal notonly to the inte- 
rest of the people am! the country itself butto that party to 
which he ever had and ever should bélong. The Whig party 
should not be divided ii twe; one on this floor and the other at 
the other endofthe avenue—one the Legislative and the other 
the Executive Whig party, directing their whole efforts to 
thwart and oppose each other, while a third party stands with 
foided arms amusing themselves to se thisbreach go for- 
ward, ‘This mode of conducting the Administration did inflict 
on him the greatest pain. Why should the Whigs dispute 
with each other unless absolutely necessary? Why charge the 
present condition of public affairs on either branch of the Whig 


arty? 

The bi) before them hed a wrong title. It should be enti- 
Ned, “A bill to provide for the payment of the public debt.” 
uat was the true character and object. of the measure; and 
that was a public debt for which the Whig party in neither 
branch wes respon The Whig Legisletore was not re- 
sponsible for thatdebt; and with that “scorn” which that gen 
tleman orany other on this floor might either suppress or ex 

ress for the Executive Administration, at least the Executive 
inistration was guiltless of the crime of haviag contracted 
debt. Thisdebt wasleft by the party just gone out of 
They 


this 
poweras a charge onthe popularity of its successor, 
held the Goverment iong enough to expend all its money. and 


even this much m 
not worth holding, 
Whig party, oi ra 
fer on other th 
to be the subj 


re, and Jeft their places just when they were 
nd leit all the edium to be beaped on the 
the ways and means. And, jet them dif- 
hey might, this, of all others, onght not 
nat betwixt the fragments into which the 
great Whig party wastorn. Admirably wise was the party just 
gore out of powel, andadmirebly fortunate was their course. 
They came into power with a Treasury just bursting to reple- 
tion, They drove from power the party which then hell the 
Administration, on the cry of retrenchment and reform. When 
they cams in they founda surplus. Notwithstanding the wild 
e vagance of the Adams administration, the system of 
finance and expenditureagainst which the Democratic: party 
railed so loudly, left, after the payment of the public debt, a’ ba- 
iance of upwards of thirty millions of dollars in the public 
‘Treasury, and the great difficulty was to get rid of it. From 
the conjunction of circumstances surrounding those in power 
and oot of power, he had sometimes thonght they got out of 
power just that they might lay on the Whig party the odium of 
sing the taxes by avsvenue bill, and for which the genile- 
man from South Carolina’ wouldnever go. 

There wes something (said Mr. M.) must adinirable in the 
perfect ceolness and suavity with which they now held their 
peace, and saffred ourselves to tear cach other to pieces, leav- 
ing usto figh: alone before the nation, resnonsible for every 
thing thatis dane. The gentleman frem South Carolina sail 
they had discredited the Whig party. now charge! with the ad- 
tion of Government, by distributing the proceeds of the 
public lands among the States—by referring your revenue bill 
tothe w ammittee—by puiting the cart before the horse, 
aril br inthe loan bill before the revenue bill. These, 
then, wers the malversations most prominent among the Whig 
par Was the gentleman from South Carelina in carnesi 
ihat, if they ~pealed the act of last session, and resumed the 
moneys distributed among the States, thereby we were going 
to Liy deeper the foundations of American credit? It-scemed 
to him (My. M.) that if there was any act which woul! aim a 
Peeper and more fatal stab at the credit of the American Go- 
vernment, States, and peorle, than any other, this very act would 
aim the deadliest stab inthe world. What a spectacle would 
they present to the worldif this policy of the gentleman from 
South Carolina were to he adopted! What could present a 
more miserable spectacle of vacillating and imbecile legislation 


> passing. a 


on asubject most deeply affecting the credit of the States than 
: law Jeciding ihat the proceeds of the publie ‘anda 


should be divided among the States. and then repealing it in one 
year?. The gentleman from Maryland (Mr. W. Cost Jounnson] 


had said that two hundred thousand dollars of the proceeds of 
the sales of; the public lands were now in the Treasury, and the 
gentleman from South Carolina. had recommended that the Go. 
yernment of the United States should repeal the law, having 


© neither money nor credit to wag one step further without taking. 


back thetwo hundred thousand dollars that had been distributed 
not twelve months ago, and that in Treasury notes, asa friend 
suggested.” If the. gentleman from South Carolina carried these 

rinciples. he Mr. M:) must be allowed to confess his “scorn,’”” 
his utter scorn and loathing, for the imbecility which such a 


. course would demonstrate. 


_ Mr, PICKENS here inguired if the proceeds of the public lands 
were set aside to pay this very loan, if there would be any need 
of the amendment of the gentleman from New York, proposing 
to offér the public stock below par? , 

Mr. MARSHALL said, if the gentleman asked him, he could 
answer. If, instead of $400,000 there were $10,000,000 from the 
proceeds of the public lands in the public Treasury, after the 
passage of the act of last session, or $20,000,000 on that side of 
the Exchequer and not adollar on the Federal side, he, for 
one, would not touch one stiver. Would to God it was so! If 
this $20,000,000 could be distributed, and they could raise the 
revenne by a revenue law, of all the measures which the wis 
dom of Congress could devise, this would be the most effectual 
in sustaining the pubiic credit—by which he meant the credit of 
the whole country. ‘Talk of separating the public credit of the 
Government from that of the people! He never did and never 
coulddo it. The States and individuals repudiate their debts, 
and then the General Government was to come in, and, amid 
the rain of private and corporate credit among the United 
States, sustain itscredit! How? By taking back $200,000, and 
holding sacred and untouched the principles of the compromise 
act. That was the most gorgeous scheme of finance that hadever 
been presented to his imagination! ‘The moment a revenue bill 
was proposed, looking to an increase of duties, the gentleman, 
with some others on the floor, would take the alarm, and see a 
protective tariff staring him immediately in the face. Ac- 
cording to these views, from what source were they to de- 
tive revenue, Was it from direct taxation? Our ports, 
under this policy, were to be thrown wide open; our com- 
merce to be carried on in the most. unequal terms and mode 
in which it had been carned on for the last ten or twelve 
years, and which was the cause of the confusion that now 
prevails in the United, States. One-sided commerce! It 
was a sirang® system, He understood the gentleman from 
South Carolina to be in favor of a loan billin preference to 
Treasury notes, if they could only get the right sort of aloan 
pill. And what the right thing was, was the hardest thing in 
ihe world to determine. ‘hey agrced on principles, but al- 
ways diffored in details. The gentleman from South Carolina 
and himse!fhad differed before on this loan bill. When it was 
fifst proposed it was a loan for eight years-~the loan bill, as 
passed, was for three ye The gentleman had differed with 
him on this subject, but agreed perfectly on the principle on 
which he (Mr. M.) contended for a twelve years loan—the great 
principle on which turned the superiority of the public credit 
over private credit, There were two main and leading reasons 
which induced capitalists to prefer public credit to private cre- 
dit. The first inducement was the superiority of security, and 
auother was the permanency ofthe investment. On that prin- 
ciple he went for prolonging the loan. Hehad then expressed 
the opinion that, in thisstate of things, the Government would 
fail in obtaining a loan for a short time, and the gentleman from 
South Carolina agreed that he was rightin this, end yet went 
for the shoriesttitue. Why? To defeat the loan altogether. 

Mr. PICKENS was understood to say that he was opposed to 
a loan, because he was opposed to distributing the land fannd. 
ife preferred a moderate use of Treasury notes anda retrench- 
mentin the expenses of Government. 

Mr. MARSHALL, Then the gentleman was unfriendly to a 
loan, and advocated the very proposition to defeat it, and went 
for the shortest time. The gentleman’s explanation was, that 
they should pay the public pebt, not by a loan, but by retrench- 
ment! This matter of retrenchment in a public debt already 
contracted, he did not understand, except it was by payment or 
by a general bankrupt law, [A voice, ‘By repudiation.” 
Laughter.} ‘ihe object was to pay an existing debt, left as a 
charge by the Administration just gone out of power, 

Mr, PICKENS, (Mr. M. yielding the floor.) Did not the gen- 
tleman believe that this loan bill was pressed now with a view 
to increase the tariff? That was the reason why they pressed 
the Joan bil before the tariff bill. X 

Mr. MARSHALL said what might be the motives of other 
gentlemen he did not not know, but if pressing the loan bill 
now would have the effect of expediting the action of the 
House on the subject of the revenue bill, he would avow that it 
would be a sufficient motive to pressit. The Treasury was 
empty. It was never contemplated by the geniusof our insti- 
tutions that the Government should have a large revenue on 
hand. The modern docirine was that the best Treasury up to 
the time of the demand for money, was the pockets of the peo- 
ple. He maintained that if this Government pursued the pro- 
per course, they could sustain fully before the whole world its 
credit and honor, He feared the measure before them was one 
of a series which would have the effect of wounding our credit, 
not because we had not abundant resources both in the credit 
and faith of the people, but it would sink the public credit 
abroad; that was whathe feared. Ata time like this, above 
ali others, there was a necessity for firmness, steadiness, and 
union on the part of this Federal Government, in order to sus- 
tain the remnant of Federal credit and State credit. They were 
now asked by law to confess before the whole world their dis: 
trust in Ourowa credi; tosend the bondsof Government into 
market with the declaration that if they are rot worth their 
face, they shallse!l for what they wil bring. Was there ever 
such a temptation extended to brokers and what they called ca- 
pitalists to shave a Govern nent? Gentlemen admitted the force 
of this, but said, “we must do it; the tyranv’s plea of necessity; 
the plea which fear interposes in order to shield imbecility, 
What did this prove? That the money was in existence, and 
that we conid get it, if we would oniy discredit ourselves Jow 
enough, He was- at issue with soine of his friends on this 
point. He believed there was no dearth of capital in the 
world any more than ten or twelve years ago, but that there 
Wasinore capital. for it was constantly increasing. It was 
utter want of confidence; that was the matter in this country; 
because banks, brokers, individuals were blowing up around 


Pic inner nent 


s 


-CONGRESSIONAL GLOB) 


them every morning; not that therewas a want of capital, but 
oe circulate. It was the duty of this Government, 
credit, he power, to remove this slate of things and restore 

He was told they could not get this money because there 
were so many States bonds in the market. The States’ credits 
eae, reeling and tottering, and their bonds were so much be- 

OW par that we must start in this race of baokinpicy and 
sink our credit down as low as that of the Siates before we 
canraise money, Of all times, he should think this was the 
most favorable time for the Government of the United States 
to-get crad, when they alone. had credit—when this Govern- 
ment hada ménopoiy for borrowing money, Imagine ihat they 
sent oui this loan bill in the manner proposed by this amend- 
patel and let ther take a single view of this Government and 

pie. z 

He w as very tar from balieving that this loan bill would ope- 
rate a tdorough and perfect cure for all the evils under which 
the country. now labors, evenifit were passed according te his 
own judgment. He knew that we must provide the ways and 
means, the solid, substantial security for our debt, bef-re we 
could have credit. He knew, from the past history of this Go- 
vernment, that there never could be any proper administration 
Cf the finances of this country unti! We have a financial iestru- 
ment to aid us in our revenue system. Until this was cone, our 
Credit could never be thorough and complete. Let them send 
out this bill if tnus amended, and how did we stand before thg 
world? The United States in debt—heavily in debt; the States 
in debt, and repudiating their obligations; the Distribution law 
to be repealed; the sacred principles of the compromise act of 
1832—the doctrine of the South—to be maintained strictly; a 
general bankrupt law passed, by which all individuals, at-their 
own option, can come forward and release themselves from 
their own contracts; and thé Government of the United States 
admiting before the whole world that, for a debt of twelve or 
seventeen millions, (as the case may be,) they have either to 
lean on their own Treasury notes, or send their bonds into 
market with the humiliating acknowledgment that they are not 
worth. par, but that they must have money—thet they were 
afraid to taż the people and raise rivenue for the paymeni of the 
Public debt; that we must stave off this sysiem of taxation; we 
aré afraid of the South; our people at home are afraid ofa tariff; 
we Whigs are about to he driven from power, and the Lord 
knows we are afraid to be beat; and we must cling as adrown- 
ing man toevery straw that floats by us. Let us do what truth 
and rennon aia to be rigut; and, if fall we must, let us fall at 

east with honor. 

With reference to this quarrel going on betweer majority 
ofthe Legislature aud ihe Executive, he for on ould keep 
that out of view when it was possible; the only subject which 
he would wish to presenta delusive view of to the world would 
be to presenta union of the fragments of the Whig party. If 

eo President Fad any views of persunuelarnbiden which were 
enied him on this foor die (Mr. M.) showu rather think 
he entertaned av such views, from the course he had pursued 
—ifhe entertained a feeling of nvalry againsta politcal op 
ponent in the other end of the Qapitol, ho (Mr, M ) had never 
seen such an opportunity to give attack. When the first bank 
bill wag pass:d, many of the Whigs gave a most reluctant as- 
sentto it, The bill was vetoed. Another bill was proposed, 
which he and the Whigs supposed the President would sign; 
if he had done it, it would have gone forth to the world as his 
pill; but he did it not, and in so doing he had sinned against 
Himself as he did against his party. But because they differed 
on that, Were they to differ on every thing? Were thelr eyes to 
be closed entirely to the position of the party Which they had 
go severely opposed, and which was again to come into power? 
‘Was it to be a principle to thwart every thing that might come 
[rom eS eee osc partment Was it wise asa party mea- 
sure? He thought not, P 

He believed the United States credit need not suffer, unless 
the United States Government took the measures itself to effect 
this object.” He believed the capital was in the world, and the 
United States Government could secure as much of itas they 
require anid at the time they requ He helieved the effect of 
this anendment would be to combine all the moneyed capita- 
Jistis to reduce these bondsas much as they could, and therefore 
hecould notagree to it, If this proposition went forth to the 
world, the lenders of money would sink the eredit of the Go- 
vernment justas low as by any means it was in their power. 
He was strongly, most strongly in favor of aloan bill in prefe- 
rence to a Treasury note biti; buthe wished to make the expe- 
rimenton financial principles, and know assuredly that Ame- 
rican credit was gone, before he legislated on such principles. 

Mr. SALTONSYVALL said he should not have risen at all 
except for the allusions that had been made to the Committee 
on Manufactures, to which a portion of the message of the Pre» 
sident had been committed, ‘Phere had been repeated allusions 
to the delay on the part of this committes in this debate. Gne 
gentleman had been pleased to say it was a wrong commit- 
ment, and probably that was the last they should ever hear of it. 
What was committed to the coramittce? So much ofthe Pre. 
sident’s message as relates to discriminating duties. For what 
purpose wasit referred? Let him ask part of the House which 
was disposed to object to this reference. Ie was the subject of 
discrimiaating duties. ] > 
ant report a biil worthy the consideration of this Congress ex- 
cept by receiving information? Was it expected that this com- 
mittee would send ia a horizontal tariff? This House hadde- 
cided against such a bill. The very fact of referring the sub- 
ject tothe Committee of Ways and Means was a p of of i. 
hey had veferred to this commitice a subje which made it 
necessary for the commiitee to make inquiries to obtain infor- 
mation; if they undertook to diseriminaie, to depart from the 
plain horizontal line of a tariff, that they should be able to] 
tify themselves before this House. There had been no delay 
Fitst, the House took one whole month to consider to which 
comminee they would reler i. Fhey had asked this Tiouse 
10 give them the means of obtaining information, and after a 
delay of ivoor three weeks this request was refused. 

What were they then todo? Commuvications came pouring 
in; persons whosu pposed their whole living was at stake were 
coming to this city for the purpose of giv this information; 
and it was hardly’ necessary to remark thet no information 
could be valuable except it were details. Hihat resolution had 
beer passed, the committee would have been able to have re- 
ported a bill a month ago. They wouldimmediately have sum- 
Fionedin some fiñeen or twenty persons representing the great 
commercial and manufacturing inerests of the country. On 
every important iuterest all the necessat 
have been obtained, ang the committee might 


have reported a 


How wasthis committee to discrimate ` 


sary information could. 


bill to this House long before this. There were vast interests 


- on which no communication had been received; one of which, 
as an example, was on the manufacture of leather, and of 
leather into shoes, 

But this was not all. The commiitee had‘ again asked this 
Howse whether they would-render any facility to them. The 
committee asked. fer a clerk to do the drudgery—ito digest ihe 


information received, &c, That was voted dowr. Seme days 


. ago, -in consequence of the 
asked for the services of a clerx. not to exceed one month. 
was laid on the table, and had so long laid tiere, he would not 
tl nk the House totakeitup. They mast go through as they 

might, g 
This committee had been ind 

made great progress in their investigations. 

lity they would report ina few cays from 
not say how long. bat he should be disappointed if a bill-was 
notrcported in the course of next week. it was hardly neces- 
sary for him to say that he was not disposed to miag!le in party 
debates, bui he could not sit patientiy in this commiitee, and 
hear honorabie members make bold assertions, which be 
deemed to be groundless, Without entering his protest against 
The gentleman from South Carclina had said thai he 
should not suppress ihe scorn he feit fox the imnbedility of those 
who had the management of ovr public affairs; and he foltewed 
it by this question: “Who was responsible for the present pros- 
tration of the public credit??? The presentmajority, he would 
tell the gentleman, was not responsible for it atall. Thai gen- 
teman and bis politica! fHends were vesponsible for the pre- 
ent situation of the country as to itscredit. He did nol use 
language sostrong as had been nsed. when he said it was owing 
to thet: improvident profiigafe administration. We all knew 
that, when they came into power, $17,600,000 were laid up on ` 
j 
i 


nstriously engazed. They had 
in all probabi- 
time; he could 


them. 


hand, besides other funds; and it was only nécessary to refer to 
the report of the late Secreiary of the Treasury, which had ne- 
ver heen controverted, to show that during the four years of 
the Jate Adminisiration it expended, beyond the ordinary reve- 
nue, $31,600,000 and over—nearly $8,000,000 per annum. 

The genuieman from Sou a had said the great diffi: 
culty is, we are living beyond ourmeans. Did he know that the 
late Administration lived beyend their means $8,600,000 per 
annum for four years? And did they not know, while they 
were increasing the expenditures constantly, they were per- 
mitung the revenue to decrease constantly? Iere, then, was 
the cause of the embarrassments of this conntry. Every o-e 
on of thecompromise act, the revenue 
of this Government was diminishing at least ore than one mit- 
lion per year; and that, during the administration of Van Du 
had decreased ten millions from what would have been 
received if the tarif act of 2 had been continued. Was 
there ever such a financia! administration in the world? They 
provision at all for the revenue of the Government, 
om day to day diving from hand to mouth—beginning 
at the extra cession of 1837 with Treasury notes, and running 
i 1 debs from that day to this. And now, be- 
cause they were endeavoring to save the Government from the 
disgrace of nut paying its debts by a loan they were accused 
of running the Government inio dent, Was it not perfectly 
known that this redvcidon was going on under the compromise 
act? Then wasthe time to have taken np the subject; but they 
discovered no disnosition to look inio these things; and, when 
his friend at his side (Mr. Wisraropr] had moved a resolution 
to effect an inquiry on all these interests, who opposed it? Dil 
the gentleman from South Carolina vote for that resolution? 
No. lt was patdown. If it had been adopted. they might have 
had, at the opening of the session, information which would 
have been invaluable, and which would have relieved the Com- 
mittee on Manufactures from great labor. 

He contd not stand here and hearit said, over and over again, 
if that the land bill was the cause of al! the difficulties. They 
had $173 O00 scattered over the land offices, which, but for the 

acs of the last session, would have come into the Treasury, and 
ergo the wantof cieditand dificalties! That was net the case 

at all. 
TIe should regret extremely, if the authority proposed by this 
amendment were given, if it should be foun: necessary lo pay 
it more than six percent. But, should it became necessary, he 
f thought the matter for reproach would he much less in doing 


knew that, by the opera 


ren, 


made no 
except í 


> Gavernment 


just what an individual would do to pay his debts; and, for 
‘one, he sbould be willing totake his share of the responsiblity, 
yather than have itproclaimed to Eurape and to the world 
that the Goverament of the United States could not meet is 
liabilities., 7 : 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN would ask the gen- 
Ueman from Kentucky, [Mr. MarsHaLL] aed the 
geatieman frora Massachusetts [Mr. SALTON: 
sma] if the Whig party were net responible for 
the ¢eficiency in the Treasury, intended tò be sap- 
plied by the bil ender con deration, when they 
would be responsible for the ac:ien of the Go- 
vernemen? What were the facts? He would read 
from the messaze of the President, and the report 
of the Secretary of the Treasury requiring the 
joan. The President says: 

“i frel it my to be duty to invite your atiention to the ac 


gcommunication fram the Secretary of the Tr 
eh will be maéeuncn 
Je will be seen that, 
will be la by tbe 
h, Anrik 
ipwards of 


ation to ihe probable demands wi 

‘Treasury for the present qnar 
sting the requisidions w 

A Navy Departments for the m f 

here will be an unprovided for ceficit < 

ions of dollars.” 


ution in the revenue arising from she great di- 
minutionof dat is commonty called the come 
promise aci, © embarras 
ments’? 

Abd what does the Seeretar 
say: 

“The agregate of cemani 


y of tas Treasury 


upan the Treasury during the 
present and the two surceeddog mon i mard, as wil be 
seen by the statement which ¥ have the honor here with to sub- 
mit, at 9.574.040. The immediate means within the command 
of the Treasurer for meeting these expenditures were, at the 

month, including the unexpend- 


commencement of the present 
ed power to issue Treasury notes, under the act of the Bist of 


te of the Treasury, they again ` 
it: 


„ last, and is required by iaw to bé paid over to the ee vera) States, 


January last, aboutthree, millions’ of dsllara. Of this aim, 
nearly-two hundred thousandarein ihe landoffices.. -A portii : 
of this amount has been pard for land since the itst.of January: 


The greater portion vf itas 
dinary. disbusemenis. Lhe gen 

“The nett revenue from customs during the present: and two 
succeeding months; is estimated at $3,250,000. Bat, after ad: 
ding this amountio the meaus now ai the command of the Trea: 
sury, there wiji stil remain a deficit-.t0 be: provided: for 
of upwarda:of three milions for the service of the same pe- 
riod. : > : x 
Statement of means in the Treasury on the 18t of March, 


beld at-poinisnot convenient for or: 


“Cash subject to the drafts of the Treasarer by the latest re- 


turas to this date, with the several depositories and collec- 


tors - - w : % 
Sudject to draft in the land offices, by latest re- $232,949.03 
turas - “ x x y Si 178,311 0 
416,266 23 


Amountof Treasury notes authorized by act of 
31st of January last, which may be issued on Ist 
of March ` - - - + 2,658,093 30 

Total of immediate resources -$3,069 353 53 

Estimated revenue from csutoms during March - 1,250,000 00- 

Do A do April -3,000,000 60° 
Do do May -= 1,000,000 00 


Means for the current three months- $6:319,353 53 


Probable demands during the current three. months: 
The amount of Treasury notes issued in March, 

ISH, at 6 per cent, was about $1,200,000; esti- 

mating that two-thirds of these have heen ab - 

ready redeemed throvgh the custom-houses 

andfand offices, there remains to be paid dur- 


ing the month of March - - - $400,000 00 
The Secretary of War estimates his requisitions 

in March at ~ - . š e= 822,692 00 
The Secretary of the Navy estimates his requisi- : 

tiens in March at - . + 900,000 00 


No salaries having been paid by the Treasury 
since the i8th of January on account of the civil 
Jist, and the quarterly payment of interests on 
public debt becoming dueon the Ist. of April, 
the payment on account of civil list, foreign in- 
tercourse, and miscellaneous and legislative 
expenditures, shouid the usual appropriation 
hill pass in the course of March, may be testi. 
mated * . : - K - 1,275,000 00 


$3,737,692 00 


"The arnount of Treasury notes issued at6 per cent. 
ducing the month of April, 1841, was about 
$850,000, Estimating that one-half have been 
redeemed through the custom houses and land 
offices, and the other halfheld for investment, 

. there will remain to be paid in April, $425,000 

The Secretary of War estimates his re- 


quisitions in Aprilat - o = 906,128 
The Secretary of the Navy estimates his 
requisitions in April at . - 724,000 
The civil list, foreign miercoúrserand 
miscellaneous and legisiative, will re- $ 
quire about + ` ~ - 500,000 o 
e 2,555,128: 00 


The amount of Treasury notes at 6 per 
cent. issued in May, 1641, was abont 
1,280,000; estimating, as above, that 
one-haif have already been redeemed, 
there wil! be required in May, for this 


item -~ - - . -~ $640,000 
The Secretary of War estimates his re- , 
quisitions for Mayat - o „= 1,491,220 
The secretary ofthe Navy estimateshis 
requisitions for May at - „+ 650,000 
Civil list, foreign autor cours’, ani mis- 
celaneousand legisiative, wili require 
ete ae oe 


= 3,281,220 00 


Total estimated expenditures fir current three 


9,574,040 00 


mon: hs : . à 
Deficiency of estimated means - + $3 


And whet do these figures show? That tne pro- 
posed expenditures of the present three months 


Meet : p . $9,574,040, 00 
Of which to pay @reasury notes 
wilbe eee 1,465,000 00 


$8,109,040 00 
Deduct also amount due for salaries 
from 18th January to lst March, 


say ş a ` 7 700 000 00 
ees raan op RRO 
Aciaal propesed expenditure for the 

quarter, frewa March Ist to June 


7,409,040 00 


nn 
= 


is expendi- 


ist . . . $ 
Ang what is the revenue to meet th 
tere? ` 


Revenue from customs, estimated . 3,250,000 00 
Actual deficiency in the revente for 
the present quarter to meei the 


proposed expenditures - . 4,159,040 00 


ee on omnes 


7,409 040 00 
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-Cebus ehowing that the proposed: expenditures of 
; Ahis administration are, and will be for the three 
months from March 1 to June.1 of the present 
year, more than ifs. revenues, over’. FOUR- MIL- 
LIONS CF DOLLARS, instead of three,-as the Pre- 
„Sident says... And, pray, who is responsible for 
this?’ Is Mr. Van-Buren’s administration? . What 
‘debis, of appropriations of the late Democratic 
; Administration are-there to make this deficiency? 
None? none! it is all Whig expenditure—Whig 
deficiency—and. ‘it is bet right.that. the country” 
should know it: . But we are told; said Mr. B. by 
the gentleman frém Kentucky: [Mr. MARSHALL] 
thatthe Whig party. is divided! What there is a 
Whig pariy at this end of the avenue! and a Whig 
party at the other end of the avenue! that they are 
broken into fragments, and therefore they are not 
responsible for the administration of the Govern- 
ment.. ` Is this the excuse they intend to offer to the 
people of this country for their mal-adtinistration 
of its affairs? Are their party or personal quar- 
rely. to absolve them from their representative re- 
sponsibilities? 
power and not be held accountable for its exere 
cise? ask these questions because it is time the 
people should know: to whom they are to lock for 
the responsibility, But will the Whig party in 
this and the other House of Congrese say it has 
hot the power to make laws—to reduce the expen- 
ditures of the Government, or to increase its reye- 
nues? Are they not all powerful at this end of 
the avenue, in both branebes of the Legislature, 
aod can show at least what they would do if they 
could? Havethe W hig party at this end of the avenue 
any right tocharge upon their brother at the other į 
end the defeat of any measure they have not sent 
to him for his approval? But what measure did 
they propose when they were a united party, that 
was calculated to stop the expenditures of the Go- 
vernment, and to bring them within its income, or 
to raise the revenue to meet the expenditures? Did 
not the Whig party, through iis representatives, 
meet here in May last, clothed with power believed 
to be omnipoten? Then it was united—breth- 
ren from both ends of the avenue met in | 
sweet communion. The party then boasted of 
its power! It promised to raise the cquntry from 
ruin and distress to the highest pinnacle of pros- 
perity—from gloom to glory. It would restore 
credit and confidence. Tt would fill every mas’s 
house with riches, and every man’s heart with 
giadness, lt made its raies, and executed them 
with a rod of iron. It trampled opon the rights of 
the minority in these halls, aed spurned them as if 
they were slaves or serfs with collars on their 
necks. It put the gag in their months, aad ap- 
plied the lash to their backs. Tt bade them 
their peace, that its voie+—the voiec ef the great, 
triamphant and mighty Whig party mightspeak— 
might be heard through its ees throughout tbe land 
At the voice a jit sgreat leader—he the Dictator 
in the other end of the Capitol—the Whigs, lule 
and great, met in thegarrets or cellars of this Capi- j 
tol in grand couneil, in midaight caugus, and there 
swore to each other and to their leader io cary his 
decrees into effeci, And they did carry them juto 
effect. The great Whig measures—the Distribu- 
tion, Baskrupt and Loan bills, with ail their kia- 
dred spirits, white and gray—were made, matured, 
and passed into Jaws. But where, ameng them ail, 
was this great measure, every where the Whg 
ayren song, before the cleeiion—that easnre 
of retrenchment and refonu—=that measure that 
was to reduce ihe expenditures cf the Govemment 
-elhat was to stop the wasteful exiyavacance of the | 
former Acministration, and bring us back to the | 
gocd oid days of Republican cconcmy? Where | 
wis thet gieat measure al the extra session? Where 
is that great measure even nos? O, yes! we have 
had retrenchment——we lave, after wecks of deba'e, 
and the desp research of a evmmiltee, cut eof two 
pages and two clerks; end here we pause, as if 
Enough is paid to Priam’s raya! name, 
More than enough to duty and to fame. H 
But let us examine more closely what has been 
the course of the Whig party the twelve months it- 
has been in power. The President and his cabi- ! 
net took possession in March, and Corgress:met 


in: May last. Tae reasons given for calling a ses- | 


Are they to continue to hold the |; 


i 
hold li 
j 


sion of Congress at that lime was to provide for 
a deficiency in the Treasury, aod bow did it pro- 
vide for u? Let its history tell. This supposed defi- 
‘ciency had been charged upon the exttavagancies 
of Bir. Van Buren’s administration. Did this 
Whig Congress, when it met, stop any of the ap- 


: propriations. made by its predecessors? : Did it 


abolish any of its offices? Or did it lessen their 
pay or emoluments? O, no! Tt began and ended 
-the extra session in making appropriation after ap- 
propriation, until it had added to the . expenditures 


| of the last pear zome five or ste millions of cellars 


more than á. Democratic C: ngres: or Administra- 


tion hed thought necessary or proper; and this,- 


too, when its own Whig Secretary of the Treasury 
(Mr. Ewing) had shown that the accruing reve- 
nues were inadequate to y eet the existing expendi- 
tures. Its own extravagant appropriations and 
expendilures at the extra session made the def- 
ciency. And was Mr. Van Buren’s administration 


Tesponsibie for these appropriations or expendi. 


tures of the extra session? when did Mr. Van 
Baren’s administration end? Or wiil it never end, 
ia the estimation of the Whig party? I will not 
ask where the Democratic administration of the 
Government will end, tor I think, when the people 
get clear of the present domination cf the Whig 
party, there will be an end of it, and the Demo- 
cratic party will again and forever be allowed to 
administer the Government, if they do it honestly 
and faithfully. But I ask again, what did the 
Whig patty, while it was united, or when it was 
divided, do during the extra session, to reduce the 
expenses of the Goverament, or to raise its 
re venues to meet iis expenses? Or what has it done 
during this session, now three months and & half 
gone? Before the election, every where cid we 
hear from Whig orators, in and out of Congress, of 
extravagant expenditures; but when did we hear 
that they were too low? When was it said that our 
revenues were toc small, or that they ougkt to be 
inmreased asit mace a charge against Mr. 
Van Buren’s Administration that the people were 
not taxed enough? Was the ery ther, raise your 
revenue ! raise your revenue! tax the people! ta x 
the people ! borrow money, borrow money, to su s- 
tain he Governmen’? Ono! It was then, reduce 
your expenses! reduce your expenses! And he 
called ou the Whig party, as they had called on 
each other, to redeem their pledges! to begin now; 
to eat off one or txo pages or clerks, bul ona 
ciple of reform cut of alt and every zp- 
prepriation not imperiously demanded fer the im- 
e waats of the country. Dispense with all 
insecessary oGiccrs and agerts, civil, military, or 
diplomatie, and cut down all exorbisant salaries. 
Tf this shalt be done in gocd faith, there will be no 
need of joans, cf such miserable expedi 


ients of 
getting woney, nor of taxing the pecple mere than 
they how are, Bat if, afer a rigid examination into 
ail the appreprictions and a curtatiment of expen- 
ditures, it shall appear ihat stiil the revenue isin- 
adequele to meet the expenses, then it will be pro- 
per to raise ihe former to meet thelatter. In view 
af this deficiency, what ought to have becn done? 
Was i! wot the daty cf those in power to have 
arrested the reduction of the duties on fo- 
reign merchandis-? Ought they no, at the 
exira session, to bave stopped the reduction 
dues tbat touk pace oa the first of 
ydas? And cugni ihey not new to arest 
srieduction ibai will iake place ia June 
—-and yeino Whig has proposed any such 
mesure. cis to these reductions—this operation 
of the compromise act—that the President says we 
owe ihe preseat embarrassment of the Treasury! 
And was the ‘compromise acta Demecratic mea- 

? Whe claimed ihe honor and glory of its 
parsege? Wes it not claimed by the Whig party— 
made by the thin Whig lea ers, Mr. Cray and 
others? Audir they were co anxicas then for the 
Boner ef its paternity, what right have they now, 
when it produces embarrassment, io throw it on 
the shoulders of the late Administration or its sup- 
porters? JNo, sir; no! [tell the gentleman frown 
Kentucky [Mr. Marsnatt] end the gent'eman 
from Massachus tis [Mr. SatronstaLy] that taey 
cannot lay at oer dvor any of the present embar- 
rassment of the Government. Were we not told 


of 
Jane 


during the extra session, as a reason for the large” 
appropriations then made, that the Van Buren 
party, during thelast year of its administration, 
had been derelict, because it had appropriated too 


little money? Now it is said, its extravagance has 
- prought‘on the embarrassments.of the Govern- 


ment! -That it did curtail its expenditures the last 
year of its existence, is true, and why? Because 
the revenues had contracted. and were contracting; 
and if it had continued in power, it would have 
been its duty, and it would have performed the 
duty, to contract its expenditures more and 


more until they .would have been within 
its revenues. hat is what the’ Democra- 
tic party did co, and what they ‘would 


have done; and what the Whig Administration 
ought to have done, and ought to do now, if it had 
any regard to the promises itmade to the people 
before the election, or to the good of the country. 
The course pursued by the party now in power, 
Mr. B. said, would desiroy the credit of any coun- 
try.. What hid they done? They had not only 
gone on to increase the expenses of the Govern- 
ment, but they had given away the whole of the 
public domair, had suffered the revenues from cus- 
toms to be diminished, and had borrowed millions 
upsa millions to make up the deficiency. What 
credit eruid stand.this? Who would loan money 
to an Administration which had neither the honesty: 
nor the firmness to bring down its expenses, nor fo 
raise its revenues? What honest farmer in the 
country would, when his income decreased, in- 
crease his expenditures, and berrow money to 
build large houses, to pay extra servants, or to pay 
for luxurjgs that he could do without?. And what 
farmer ld borrow money on any terms who 
would thus spend more than his income, and deed 
away to his sons all his lands? ate 

But we are told by the gentleman from Ken-@ 
tucky [Mr. MarsHabL} that the proceeds of the 
public laads are necessary to sustain State credit. 
is it so? Did State credit rise when the Distribu- 
tion bill passed? What State loan rose one per 
cent, or one quarter of one per cent? I would 
like the gentleman to tell me, for [ saw no. such 
rise; on the contrary, did they not fall immediately 
after? and have they not continued to fall in value? 
and would State loans fall any faster or lower if 
these lands were restored to the General Govern- 
ment now? If any of the States cannot pzy ther 
debis viitbout these lands, they cannot pay with 
them. But while their distribution bad done 
nothing to rase Siate credit, their ebstrac- 
tion trom the general Treasury had impaired the 
credit of the Federal Government. It bad not’ 
only lessoned its securities, but it had lessened 
confidence in its wisdom and integrity. But if the 
proceeds of these lands :hall be restored to the 
Treasury again, and we curtail our expenditures, 
and arrest the further reduction of duties, we will 
soon find the credit of the Government as good as 
ivever was. We will not then be obliged to sell 
our joans for any price they will bring, as is pro- 
pored by the amendment now under consideration. 
This we will have to do sooner or later. Nobody 
will loan us money at any p rice unless we do. 
Then why aot do itnow? Why pat it off from 
day to day and month to month? At the extra ses- 
sion we horrwed mullions—a month ago we bor- 
rowed millions—now we are borrowing millions 
more—and three mouths hence we will have to 
borrow millions again, Our loans have not and 
will not be taken—our Treasury notes are depre- 
cjating, and will depreciate further——where and 
when is this state of thingsto end? For one, I 
will go no further—I will stop now—I will show 
to the people that there is mal-adminisiration some- 
where; and if they shall think it was all caused by 
Mr. Van Buren’s administration, as the gentlenan 
from Kentucky says, let them sink that party still 
lower; but if it shall appear that it is owing to the 
imbecility of the party now in power, as I have no 
doutt the people will see it is, they will, at the 
earliest day, send Representatives into these halls 
that will do their duty, and rescue the Government 
from its downward tendency. 

Sir, I am ready and wiiling to sustain the Govern- 
ment in a proper course, but { will vote for no loans; 
and if my refusal stops the wheels af Govern- 


ment, until they can be made to run more smooth- 
ly, they may stop, I ‘am willing to take the re- 
sponsibility of stopping all until we can begin and 
go on-in the right way. .I did not sympathise 
‘with the Government in the appeal for the last 
loan—I do. not ‘sympathise with it now. Un- 
less something shall be done to make the revenues 
and expenditures more nearly mect, thes: appeals 
fer loans will come upon us faster and thicker; 
and we may as well resist them first as last. Had 
we refused to borrow at first, but commenced. the 
work of retrenching expenditures, or of raising re- 


venue, or both, we would not now need the present | 


loan, nor would the credit of the Government be 
discredited. To my mind, the course to be 
pursued is, for the Committee on Public Ex- 
penditures and the Committee on Retrenchment 
immediately to bring in bil's to dispense with all 
needless officers and agents, reduce all exorbitant 
salaries, and to stop expenditures for ail and évery 
thing that can. be postponed, until the Treasury is 
in a more prosperous condition, and let us go to 
work honestly ard sincerely cn these subjects. 
‘When these: bills are brought in, and it will be in 
order to show what ought to be done to retrench, 
and we can bring the matter to a vote, I pledge 
myself to show where large sums of money can be 
saved, and I will go with Whigs or Democrats in 
saving them. Let us do this, and we need nat 
talk about raising our credit by long terms of 
loans, or short terms of loans, high interest or low 
interesi, for then we will want no loans, we will 
want no credit. The Democratic party have been 
charged with opppsition to the credit system. For 
one, { am opposed to this kind of a credit system— 
itis wrong in principle, and expensiv@ and de- 
grading in practice. We have been called 
the ‘‘perish credit” party, but the country can 

now see under the administration of which 
party its eredit has perrhed. Under the admi- 
nistration of General Jackson the whole debi of 
teh Government was paid off. Under Mr. Van Bu- 
ren’s administration, up to the last hour of iis ex- 
istence, a loan could have been obtained at 5 per 
cent. and mostly ata premium. Treasury” notes, 
then issued at 5 per cent. interest, commanded the 
specie everywhere, and at some places were worth 
more than specie, such was the state of the credit 
of the Government under Demoeratic Admisitra- 
tions—then falsely called the ‘“‘perisb credit” party. 
But whatis it now under’ Whig Administration 
—the great supporters ofthe “credit system” party? 
Their loans will not be taken at six per cent. if 
taken at any price. The Treasury notes they issue, 
though bearing six per cent. interest, are two per 
cent, below par; and though based upon the whole 
property, and revenue, and faith of the nation, 
cannot be exchanged here, at its capital, for a note 
of a petty New Eng'and bank with a capital of one 
hundred thousand dollars, without paying a difference 
of two per cent. for the exchange. The people of 
the United States have eyes, and can see and un- 
derstand, and they will and do vee, that the best 
friends of the credit system are those who use it the 
least. 

There is one promise the Whig party made, Mr. 
B. said, that this course of legislation wasin a 
fair way to realize, and the only one it was likely 
to realize; that there should be no two currencies, 
one for the people, and another for the office- 
holders. Ther3 will coon be, he said, but one cur- 
rency for all, and that a very depreciated one. 
Tressury notes, in which public officers and Go- 
vernment dues are now paid, are two per cent. be- 
low par, and they will soon be as low as the poor- 
est bank notes in the country, if we goon as we 
have done. All we have done has tended, not to 
get the people a better currency, but to make fer 
the Government a worse one. 

The gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. MARSHALL] 
tells us all our efforts to raise tae credit of the 
Government will fail, usless we establish a fiscal 
agent to manage its financial concerns. Has it 
come to this, said Mr. B. that tbe Government is 
unable to manage its financial affairs withou: some 
machine or agent of its own creation? The peo- 
ple’s Government—their assembled represenialive 
wisdom—their Congress, and their President, can- 
not rustain the ecreditof the Government! Tell 
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itnot in Gath—publish it notin the streeis of J 
lon, that we bave cometo this. We, wbo bave 
at our command, as the gentleman says; the whole 
labor and capital of the country——who can exact: 
from ‘the sweatand labor and property.of the 
whole American people—of hose too, who, he says, 
are ready and willing and anxious to give the 
Government their sweat and labor and propery 
to support its credit—that we, who can command 
all ihis; ere notable tosustain the credit of the 
Government without a “fiseal agent” to do it fer 
us. The gentleman cannot be serious in this; and 
if he be, let me teil him the day for such deln-ions 
bas passed away. The fiscal agents, Uke the 
hard cider and log caoi» delusions, have bad their 
day—they are now all dead and dying, and ii will 
require eleguence more powerful than that of the 
ges leman trom Kentucky togive either of them vi- 
tality again. 

Mr. EVERETT moved to amend the amendment by striking 
out the last proviso thereof, and inserting a provision tatit 
should be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasery to dispose 
of the loan at the shortest time at which it could be disposed of 
at par—not exceeding twenty years. 

The question being on tie amendment to. the amend- 
ment— 

Mr. STANLY proceeded to remark thatthe gentleman froni 
Pennsylvania (Mr. C. Brown] had taiked a great deal about re- 
sponsibility, and had, with an air of triumph, asked the Whig 
party when they were willing to take the responsibility of the 
acts-of the pr tAdministration. It was with much rejne- 
tance that he (Mr. 8.) could bring himself to say any thing about 
the Administration, because Mr. Tyler had cat himself loose 
from his friends, and was no longer regarded as the head of the 
Whig party. And there was only one condition on which he 
(Mr. 8.) asa member of the Whig party, Gould consent to de 
ferd his Adm:uistration. That condition was, that Mr. Tyle 
should disprove the c? ished to the world by his lace 
Secretary of the Fr ie should show them to be nn- 
true. Let him dot . 


against the President by 
ia 


Mr. MALLORY said, in reply, that he did not recognise any 
right on the part of the gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
Stanry] io caicchise him on this floor for occurrences else- 
where. He would alwaysbe found ready to respond w 
that question was propounded to him in a proper way, and by 
the proper person. 

Mr. S. said he should take the statement as published to be 
correet, until the President, orthe Vice President, or whatever 
he was—he meant John Tyler—should disprove it. And he 
should hold himself as a Whig, and should hold the 'Vhig par- 
ty asno longer responsibie for the acts and dcings of this Ad- 
ministration. He would say to td man from Pennsylya- 
nia, (Mr. Brown,] “You have seduced from his friends; 
you have instilied suspicions in his st those v 
would have been his. best supporte renow wooing 
him here every day; on your heads be the consequences of his 
measures.” 

Thegentleman from Pennsylvania falxed of the large amount 
of the estimates for the Army and Navy. Well, if they were 
large, werethe Whigs answerable? 

[A voice. What are you answerable for, ther?} 

If he was asked what they were answerable for, he wonld 
tell gentlemen: they were answerable for all that was done 
while they had a Whig President and a Whig party in Con- 
gress. Yes, for all appropriations then made, even ier that of 
which so much political capital had been attempted to be made 
—he meantthe grant to Mrs. Harrison thought it right 
at thetime,and he still thought it . i pe 
laughed triumphantlyat whathe fancied thedivi 
Whigs, and talked about “the fragments of the Whig pa 
Where were the fragments of the Whig party? 
were what wa bere the members of the 
ras guard? 3 w of no other 
There were none, y, in North Ca 
of none in ali the b xpanse of ihe Eni 
Louisiana. Fhe troe iragmenis were 
extremities of the Pen x 
end, and his “guard? at t 
people alone who contd 
and not the geatieman from 
and not the corporal’s guar 
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t 
always had. 
Buren school, that “to the victor b: 
most abominatie an? detestable of a 
avowed by a rabid narty politician. T 
cious war cry. Ged forbid he sho 
principle On the contrary, he hat him: 
one political opponent frofn removal, a 
ofhisown friends. Butthat was 
trine that incempstentor unfaithial y agents shauld ba. re- 
moved fromoffice. Much bad been said about the First Audi- 
tor; apd who was Jesse Miller? The gentleman from 


aren iy Han 
to the detriment 
ent with the doc- 


“Pennsylvania [Mr. Brown] “hadi i 


hiseulogy: a ` 
[Here the CHAIR interposed, and réminded-Mr: Sth 

not in order to refer to a debaié which. had taken place 

ferent bil. ~ ie ONS, SUH See E 


ey = i 

:Mr. S. said he had understood the individual to whom h 
ferred was a man of great amiability. Mr.S: did not personally 
know him: he knew him only as.an officer, referred toiin the ter 
Port of an investigating committee. Soames ets 

[The CHAIR again interrupted, anc called Mr. S. to order} 

After some conversation and remonstrance on the subject of 
order, Mr. 8. said he would waive the ‘subject; he would not 
throw Jesse at gentlemen, if they seemed to dislike it so mich, 
Fe returned to the point, and said he would not hold himself 
responsible for Mr. Tylers administration, till he-dismissedun- 
faithAu, and incompetent, and corrupt men. There were men 
who, when Genera! Martison had first been nominated, did‘ no» 
thing biit laugh and sneer, and talked about a pension of $1,002 
asd a barrel of hard cider; but as soon ag they. saw the fame 
spreading through the country, and threatening te consume them 
and their spoils, nothing was to be heard of but clubs of office- 
holders, Extra Globes, attempts to prove that Harrison had sold 
wale an for slaves, and ell that. Did gentlemen talk of hum. 

ugger 

Here the CH alR once more called Mr. 8. to order. : 

Mr. GENTRY. What! does the Chair decide that humbug. 
gery is not in order here? (Loud Jaughter.] on 
Mr. STANLY remonstrated. The gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania [Mr. Brown] hed got up and crowded like a dung-hill 
chicken on a fence, over the frag nents of the Whig party and 
the wasteful appropriations, and all that; was it ndt ia order, to 
réply to him? : TS 

After a confused and desultory colloquy about order, in which, 
among other-things out of crder, the subject of teetotalism ‘wag 
brought in, and Mr. S. took occasion to express his‘abhorrenca 
vf the Congressional Temperance Scciety, as here organized, 
consisting of an amalgamation of Abolitionists and abstractions 
ists—he was permitted tu proceed ‘with his speech. s 

Jie wished to carry the war iato Africa, and to cut the comb 
ofthis bantam fowl, who had been crowing with a tone of ex- 
ulation which had not been keard from any Loco Foco. within 
the last iwo years before. Might he not do it? He was then 
againsdteferring io the Exira Globes, &e. ne 


The AIR reminded Mr. S. thatthe gentleman from Penn 
sylvania had spoken only of ihe expenditures of the Adminis: 
tretion, and it was notin order to transcend that subject in reply. 


Mr. BO: TS here moved that Mr. Staniy be allowed to pro- 
cced; and the Crram refusing, B. took an appeal; when, 
the question being put, the decision of the Chair was Teversed, © 
and Mr. 8. allowed to goon; which he did, without further ins 
terruption, to the end. 

He contended that. bofore Whigs were to be held responsible 
for the acts of Mr. Tylers administration, he must dismiss cor+ 
rapt an} iocompetent men fiom ofice, If any office holder 
had bees freaking documents contrary to law, or otherwise ine 
terfering with the freedom of etectious, they ought to be dis- 
missed. Qld broken down electioueerets had been brought 
here by Mr. Weodbtry and put into office; and they had been 
thumbing over, with their greasy hands, the accounts of Gene- 
ral Harsison to find matter far the Globe tll the accounts were 
almost worn out. Mv. Tyler kept such fellows as these in of- 
fice, he must notexpect the Whigs to be responsible for his 
Administration. Instead of (lefencing such, gentlemen: ought 
to hang their heads in shame—vspeciully when some, after op- 
posing the President for moaths afier his election, had made 
their peace by comming in and surrendering. tuch men de- 
served the contemptot bath parties. au 

The gentleman asked what retrenchments the Whigs had re. 
commended? Here hiv. S. went back to the expendicares under 
Mr Van Buren, and the outstanding appropriations of thirty. 
three millions as the close of bis administraiion, and compared 
them with the four millions appropriated by the Whigs at the 
extra He was willing to be held for what had been 
done at the extra session, and, thus far, the present session aleo; 
but not for debts which the Jast Administration had left behind 
them. As far aslegislation went, he was willing to answer, but 
for nothing more. He would nowanswer for the expenditures 
of the money. MeS here referred to lavish expeaditnres 
made by a former clerk of the itouse, in the purchase of sti 
tionery at fer higher rates than it had been offered to him by 
in order that the difference might go tothe support of the 
Democratic Review ‘Phat officer had avowed aud justified the 
aston the ground that "the Democratic Review must be eus 
2) 
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House from Amos hen- 
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‘prong in the middle; but the.other two prongs were yet to come, 
“and to make room Jor them they must. knock down the State 
“Department: (Was this a “finished? building? It would take 
- over $500,000 to finish it. - Ichad cost that already, and it was 
not more than one-third finished. It-was: proposed -by thear- 
chitect.to add a balustrade and-an espladade-for the clerks to 
promenade in daring. their hours of leisure: Were the Whigs 
to bevesposible for thistoo? Such officers should be removed— 
ang President Harrison would have done it ong ago. Why did 
fr. T; 
mën to his bosom, while he-kept. the Whigs off as objects of sus- 
‘picion?. Mr. 3. wasnot going togratify gentlemen hy denounc- 
ing the President, : 
He cut loose fiom him altogether, save so far as bis public duty 
in that Ho use- demanded, then he would strain a point. He 
would try to swallow the bank bill of last session, or the fiscality 
Otthis, if he could get it down, And this he would do for the 
‘country’s sake, and for that alone. ‘He was ready to confess 
dhatthe President.had some officers around, him who were a 
credit to the country, -~ : ’ 
“The'gentleman from Pennsylvania had demanded, in a trium- 
phant tone, when had the Whigs ever pioposed any measure to 
Yaisea revenue? He would tell him when. At the. close of the 
last session of the last Congress, Mr. S. himself had, in-Janu- 
ary, 1841, introduced a joint resolution proposing the imposition 
‘of duties on silk goods, linens, wines, &e. which, if successiu, 
- woùld have raised revenue and avoided ail necessity of the 
extra session. And how had it been received at the other end 
of. the Capitol} A Senator from Missouri had instantly de- 
nounced it as a war with France, and the Senate refused to take 
it up; and in. this House the gentleman from Virginia [My. 
Wisg] had made a three days’ speech against it, denouncing it 
aga violation of the compromise act. This would. have raised 
$1,500,000 from silks and silk goods, and $2,000,000 from wines, 
It was looked at by the friends of the gentlernan from Penn- 
sylvania asa tax on. the necessaries of life. Mr, Weapscry 
had, in his report, recommended a tax on tea and coffee, which 
alone would have brought in between three and four millions. 
Yet, when afterwards in the Senate a gentleman trom Norih 
Carolina rose to. move to strike that item from. the bill, that 
very Mr. Wooppury, with the greatest confilence, rose and 
` gave notice that he had intended to move that amendment himi- 
self!’ Onthe heads of the party who thus resisted the Whig 
(awe to raise revenue lie the consequences which: had fol- 
lowed, k , 
,. Mr. S, next referred to the cutting down of estimates in some 
cases to half what was needed, for the sake of effect ata coming 
election; and the consequences in throwing the Government 
into arrears—especia}ly.in the Florida war, 'The Whigs had 
panil for the Florida militia, but the celebrated bloodhounds 
ad not been paid for to thjs day; anyer, after all th is, gentie- 
men imprudently turned round and charged all these expendi- 
tures on the Whig Administration, claiming that it was the 
Loco Focos who retrenched and the Whigs who lavished. 

Mr. S, passed rapidly over various other items; he touched on 
Mr. Woopuory’s speech denounemg the Whig party in sixains 
the most degrading; on the appointment of a relative of bis asa 
clerk to (he Commissioner of Public Buildings; on the money 
granted to the Post Office; on the due-bills issued to the laborers 
onthe public buildings; and on the inconsistency, especially, 
betweeri the Execwive recommendations to Congress to keep 
within the annual estimates and the private demand afierward 
of more appropriations, and then’ Jaying the blame of that in. 
crease on Congress. He charged this as a regular systematic 
attempt to deccive the people, by making them believe that iho 
Administration was the most economical ever seen or heard of, 
and Con2vess the mostextravagant and wasteful. 

Here, he said, he nad done with the very candid gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, He noped that geneman would bave 
some facts to support him the next ume he iried to sadile 
Mr, Van Burew’s profligate extravagance ona Whig Admin- 
istration. 

The gentleman from Sont 
posed this loan bi 


(Mr. Prexans] op- 
? He hadaword to say about 
that, The genoman insisted on a measure for revenue. 
Yes; and the very momeng the Committeo of Ways and 
Means, or any other, should report a reveane bill, that moment 
the party would be denounced as advocating a high protective 
tari, allying themselves with Abolitionisis, and auempting 
to ruin the whole South. Such demands came witha very bad 
grace from that gentleman, for the doc of nullification and 
i ofthe country than 
indignantat the 
$200,000 derived 


b Carolina 
? 


almostany thing else. The gentleman was v 
distribution of the public Linds; jnst as ifthe 
from that source would have supplied the Pace of a loan of 
ten or twelve miliions! But who was it that talked about atie- 
nation of the public domain? Did the gevitleman remember 
who had proposed giving the whole away i0 the new States? 
And did he forget that another of hig friends in the Senate (Mr. 
Lisy] had proposed to set apart the whole for tha navy and for- 
tifications? (hose me: urried ani, would the 
peasury fi een any Detter eifat this momern:2 

Hy. S. regretted he had been Jed into this debate. 
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had, by a tri chose a President of their 
own; a man hear: but ithad pleased the Al- 
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momed. 
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use? 
Had it ivereased at all siuce the p 
No; the Whigs stcod a united b 


t keep them in their places? Why did he hag such 


And he-certainiy shouid not defend him. - 


the Upper Mississ 


not halfa. dezén had been lured to desertion out of its whoie 
number i i : ai k ty : 
-[Here Mr. Wise rose to spea! 
i has “gentleman speaks a seldom here that I have a great 
mind to give him the floor... 
[Laughter and cries of “No, no; ob. nof? k ¢ 
. No honorable Whig would “part with the mighty space o 
his vast honors,” asan honest and patriotic man ‘for so much 
trash as might be grasped ihus:?? -Jf fall they mest, they 
would fall unsetuced by, that patronage which hadseduced so 
many before them: they would fali “with all their blushing ho- 
hors thick upon them,” admired, regretted, aud lamented by all 
mankind. ~ . . j . 
Mr. GORDON obtained the' Acor, but yielded to a motion 
that the com mittes rise; which noron prevailing, tae commit- 
tee rose acccidingly. y ae 
On leave givens) petitions were presented by Mr. WIN- 
THROP and Mr. CUSHING. we 
(Mr. Cusune presented. the petition of D. Shattuck and 
‘others fora post route from Framingham to Lowell; in Mas- 
sachusetts, . 
. Petition of Wm. Bradstreet for bounty money due on schoo- 
ner Mary. p 
Petition of inhabitants of Salem, New York, in behalf of 
ciiizeng of the United States imprisoned in Van D:eman’s 
Land, z 
Petition of Edwin-Bartlett, praying compensation for diplo- 
matic services in’ Peru. . 
Petition of 4. Wiikins and others, of Middleton, Massachu- 
setts, for protective duties on leather manufacture.) 
And the House, at a late hour, 
Adjourned. 


IN SENATE, . 
Fempay, March 18, 1842. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore lai? before the 
Senat» a messzge from the President of the United 
States, covering documents from the Postmaster 
General, reported in complianze with a resolution 
of the Senate of the 16h February. 

Also, a deteiled statement of the costs of the pub- 
lic buildings in the city of Washington: ordered to 
lie on the table. 

Also laid before the Senate a communication 
from the War Department, made in compliance 
with a resolution of the Senate of the 14ih instant, 
covering a correspondences and report from John 
Flanegan, the suncrintendent of theJecd mines of 
lapi, relative to those mines. 

On motion of Mre. McROBERTS, ordered to be 
printed. 

Also laid before the Senate a communication 
frem the Governor of Wisconsin, enclosing the 
preceeding: of the Legislative Counc’) of that Ter- 
ritory, relative to the bewfdary line between the 
State of Michigan ant Wisconsin Territory 

Oa motion of Mr. SEVIER, referred to the Com. 
mittee on the Ja ry. 

Mr. CHOATE presented a memerial fro 
Porter, and others, of Newberyport 
setts, shipowners, praring that the Į 
Mareh 21, 1837, may not be repealed: 
lie on the tabje, 

Also, presented the petition of the administra- 
trix of John Jadee, praying compensation for a 
machine inverted by him for testing the strength 
of cables; which, with the paper: o2 file on the 
sabje referred to the Cornaditee on Naval 
Affairs. 
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MS subvitted the following reso- 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy he directed to 
communicate to the Senate the names of all officers now in the 
Navy of ihe States, denoting the nericds oftheir admis- 
‘sion into t! t et come 
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Poe bill re! 
irg land toe 
Jure 30, 1834, 

Mr, CLAY presented a peution from certain 


glass eutters of New York, which he had reason. to 
t 


“eS 


believe were a veiy respectable, industrious and 
meritorious class of men, répresenting the great 
depressicn they are now laboring under, attributing 
it to the frauds practised upon the Government by 
the imperters of that article.. They think tbat by 
the duties under the existing state of the revenue 
hws, their establihmects might be destroyed. 
They warnt a specific duty, if not an ad valorem 
da'ş, laid cn foreign cut glass, to. give them pro- 
tenon, Mr. ©. said be did not know how. far 
their complaints were founded in fact, but he would 
only say, that when the question cf the tariff was 
taken up, the petitioners must make out their case 
before they can claim the special indulgence of 
Congress: referred to the Committees.on Printing 
aed Manufeetires, ; , 

The following bills were then taken up az in 
commitiee cf the whole, considered, reported to the 
Senate, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, viz: 

A bill for the relief of Thomas M, Iset!; and 

A bill for the relief cf Valerian Allain. 

Mr. MERRICK moved to take up his ree 
solution, establishing as a joint rule that no amend- 
ment shall be received or made io any general ap- 
propriation bill, except for objects provided for by 
some preexisting law, except for contingent ex- 
penses, snd compensaion to the o'icers of the 
two Houses. - 

The question being on its passage, the yeas and 
nays were ordered. 

Mr. HENDERSON said he perceived that se- 
veral of the Senators who wert interested in the 
rejectiongpf this resolution were not present; he 
therefore moved to lay the resolution oa the table 
again, until those gentlemen caine in. : 

Mr. MERRICK hoped the resolution wou'd not 
be laid on the table, it having been postponed from 
dzy to day, for a long time. 

The question was en, acd the resolution was 
laid on the table by ayes 19, nres 8. 

Mr. MERRICK eave novice that he would on 
to-morrow call up the resolution. Ii has been up 
and down day after day, for weeks. He desired 
that the Senate would either reject or pass it. He 
hoped when it was called up ag:in Senators would 
be here, and have it acied upon. i. 

The bill to equalize the pay of the cficers of 
the army, and fer other purposes, was teken np; 
and on motion of Mr, SEVIER, who said he had 
some documents on ihe subiret which he wished to 
examine, it was postponed ull Monday negt 

Yee biil for the relief of Robert B, Lewis, was 
considered as in committee of ihe whole, reported 
to the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, ; 

The bili to remove the ofice of surveyor gene- 
ral, and to change the Iceation of the land cze in 
Greensburg district, in the State of Louisiana, was 
next taken up as in committee of the whole, and 
afier some remarks by Messrs SMITH of Ia. 
KING and BARROW, asto tue picprieiy of the 
the Senae, and ordered to 


tak 
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a large amcuut or jis proper reye- 
1 occasions a heavier bniden of taxes to be 
imposed upon personal Prererty; and it gould be 
remembered that ihare were three or four mnlions 
of acres in that State which have not been brought 
into the market. He was under the impression 
himseif that Congress could Bot, acting in good 


rempls 
is away 


+ 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


faith, pass a law to affect sales which have been 
made; but there could be no objection to giving 
power to the State to act upon the subject, should 
its Legislature deém it expedient, 

Mr. WHITE observed, that although it was said 
to be a mattér which concerned no other State 
than Illinois, he could not regard it in any other 
‘light than as affectiffg the interests of the States 
generally, in a pecuniary point of view at all 
events. It would apply at all events to the cir- 
cumstances of all the States except two, Michigan 
and Arkansas. And be would repeat here what 
he had sa‘d on a former occasion, that he believed 
no State was a gainer by this sort of compact for 
refraining from taxation for five years. He (Mr. 
Wue) was opposed to a partial policy in refer- 
ence to the several States, and he could see no good 
reason for departing from the course hitherto pur- 
sued by the Government with regard to the new 
States. He did not regard this altogether as a lo- 
cal matter, and looking upon it in this light, he 
would move that the bill be recommitted to the 
Committee on Public Lands. : 

Mr. KING said he certainly thought that the 
Senator should abstain from raising unnecessary 
objections to the passage of this act, which was 
asked for by the State of Illinois, and which could 
not, in his opinion, affect other States in any ee- 
gree whatever. It did not ask to violate any 
provision heretofore made. It had been ‘repre. 
sented, and he believed truly, that a large por- 

‘tion of the Jands of that State have been 
parchased, and are held, by non-residents, And 


why should they be permitied to hold them for | 


the period of five years without being amenable to 
the State for taxes, while those who purchased five 
years before are liable to pay taxes? As to the 
question of disturbing vested rights, he thought that 


the rights of the States deserved to be regarded quite . 


as much as those cf individuals: it wold be a mat- 
ter for the consideration of the State Legislature. 
Alabama was content to let things go on as they 
had, as the greater part of the lands in that State 

_had been disposed. of, but if Hlinois desired to tax 
her lands, he conceived that no good reason could 
exist for restraining her from doiag so, except it 
were to favor those who intended to purchase with 
the view of selling at an advanced price before the 
expiration of the five years. 

Mr. CLAY said the morning hour had expired, 
and calied for the orders of the day. ef 

RETRENCHMENT AND REFORM. 

The Senate then took up the råsolutions gf Mr. 
Cray, to increase the tariff abové the maximum 
of the compromise act; to repeal that provision of 
the Distribution act, which requifes its*operation 
to be suspended if a duty cf more than 20 per cent. 
be demanded to support the Gsverniment; to re- 
trench and economize the expenses of:Government, 

To which Mr. Wnricut had prgpored amend- 
ments—in favor of practical ecoaggny, by abolish- 
ing useless offices; by lopping off all unnecessary 
expenses in Congress and all the Departments cf 
the Government; and by repealing the Distribution 
act, so as to render any increase of the tariff above 
the compromise ac!, or any new burdens on the 
people, unnecessary. 

Mr. EVANS, in continuation of his remarks 
of yesterday, addressed the Senate for nearly three 
hours and a half. He first recapitnlated the de- 
ductions at which he had arrived when he left off 
yesterday. In restating the table of exports and 
imports for the two periods of ten years each, from 
1820 to 1839 jnsiusive, and from 1839 to 1340 in- 
elusive, he had, he trusted, given sufficient data to 
show that ninety-eight millions was the average of 
exportable commodities for the second period of 
ten years. But he was willing to go to one bun- 
dred and five millions, though he thought that 
quite too much. He had argued, he hoped suc- 
cessfully, yesterday, to prove that ten per cent. 
would be enough to add for profits in order ta as- 
ceftain the imports; and he assumed that one hun- 
dred and five millions would be the utmost amount 
of imports for years to come. He sincereiy trasted 
the imports would fall far below that, for he pgreed 
with those gentlemen who were continvally preach- 

ing economy, that it wouid be better for the coan- 
try to retrench., The Senator from South Caro- 


ii 


lina allowed a dedection of seven Millions for in- 
terest of foreign debt, and three and a half mil- 
lions for free articles, leaving out specie; end this 
deduction is ten and a half. millions, leaving a ba- 
Jance in round nambers of one hundred and five 
millions of imported: dutiable articles, and that, at 
(weniy per cent. giving twenty-one millions of dol- 
lars ef revenue. But taking off one and a half 
millions for collection and bounties, the nett 1eve- 
nue would be but nineteen and a half millions, 
falling short between two and three millions of the 
amount necessary fo pay the ordinary expenses of 
Government. . : 

The Senator from South Carolina might think 
this estimate of imports teo low, and therefore for 
the sake cf argument, he woutd estimate the im- 
ports at one hundred and twenty milicns; buy in 
that case he would ask much larger dedactione 
than the Senatcr haderented. He wonld, bow- 
ever, take Senator’s estimate of seven raillions 
for the interest on the indebtedness of the States 
abroad; and would assame twenty wiliicns for the 
free list, including specie; making twenty seven 
millions; which, deducted from the one hundred and 


twenty millions, would leave ninety three millions; | 


and that at twenty per cent.-dity, would give a 
gross revenue of eighteen and six-tenths miilions, 
Take from this one anda half million for coliec- 
tion and bounties, as before, and the nett revenue 
would be but seventeen and two-tenths milions, || 
falling short six millions of the sum necessary to 
meet the ordinary expenditures of the Govern- 
ment, 

He did not attach to the plan of tke bome 
valse so much importanee as other gentemen: he 
thought itina great measure impracticable; and | 
even if jt was capable of being carried oul, the 


effect would be, in some measure, to diminish im- | 


pertations, and, consequently, the amount of re- 
venne. 


Fie had shown that-his conviction was thatthe jj 


at 
Mtr 


ordinary expenses of the Government could not 
fall short of twenty-three millions,and tha! the 
imports on which thatsum was to be raised, could 
not be rated higher than ninety-three millions, It 
would take twenty-five per cent. of uniform duty 
on this ninety-three millions, to meet the exnenses 
of the Government; but much more was necessa- 
ry. Provision was to be made for discharge 
the debt, and for other demands oa the Treasury; 
and the wants of the Government for sowe years 
to come would be fully equal to twenty-six mil 
liens, as laid down in these resolutions, ‘Fo raise 
this income fiom ninetv-three millions of imports, 
not less than twenty-seven anda half per cent. of 
of equal duty, on ail dutiable articles, would suf- 
fice. . 

Mr. Evans then examined in deisil the tabu- || 
lar statements and statistics presented to the Senate 
by the Senator from South Carclina on Wednes- 
day. in the course ct his remarks occasional ex- 
planations were made by Mr. CALE UN 3 
Evans dwelt at great Jeng!h upon the relative in- 
crease or ceerease of exports, both of 


| cessary for the wants of the Government, 


y nent, to adjust ~ 
the tariff requisite to supply those waits, soas to 
give incidental protection to American’ industry. 
He contended that it was-for the interesis of the 
great mass of the community that a disctimination. 
should be made, so that the greatest ainount of res 
venue should be realized from articles of luxury 
not consideréd necessaries cf life, ‘The experience 
of the world, he contended, had shown: that the 
greatest amount of revenue was notto be realized 
from a given article of luxury by a high. duty, but 
by a daty sufficiently iow to discourage smuggling. 
| It was therefore, he thought, for the interest of the 
mass of the community that such a diserimination 
should be made as would put alow and produe- 
live duty on articles of Juxury; and Ter the interest 
of the producers of domestic manvfactures; that 
whatever was taken off the duties on laxuries, 
should be laid on such articles as come in compe: 
tition with their labor. This discrimination wa: 
all the manufacturer asked. ates” 
He next adverted to the statistical statements 
mase by the Senator from South Carolina, 
relative to his own State; and afier having 
drawn: conelusions contrary to. those drawn 
by the Sena‘or, proceeded to a review. of ‘the. 
Senator from New Hampstire’s position, that 
articles of prime necessity ought to be bought 
wherever they can be had cheapest. He contended 
that it was not the price which was to be considered, 
but the exchangeable value, and it was no matter 
what the nominal price was, if the consumer could 
exchanve some eccmmodity he had for the commo- 
dity he wanted, by a reciprocal szale of value, He 
then adveried io the question of exports and ime 
ports of specie; aud laid it down as a fundamental 
i principle, that the fuore imports were brought into 
the couniry, the greater would be the quantity of 
specie sent out of the country. ` 
i . He then passed to a consiteration of the financial 
condition of the country. The Secretary of the ` 
Treasury estimated that there would, at the end of 
the year, be a deficiency of tourtecn millions 
of dollars, including seven. millions of Trea- 
sury notes; but deducting the Treasury notes, 
then would be an excess of seven millions of ex- 
penditures ever revenue, Congress had supplied 
five millions by a new issue of Treasury notes, 
leaving the defisit two millions and two-tenths. 
The Seeretary estimated the customs at nincteen 
millions; but the falling off has been considerable. 
The imports baye been disastrous to the importers. 
The prosperity anticipated has not been realized. 
The productions of the country are excessively low. 
The consequence is, that there will not be that re- 
vival of trade anticipated. The importations can- 
not be disposed of, anda check must take place 
on further importation. There wiil be a deficiency 
of between two and three millions on customs. 
This must be supplied by an addition te the Trea- 
suy note bill, of two milions. Revenue 
mut be reied higher than it now is, by 
about nine millions. But this would give kut 
foer millions for the last half of the present year. 


and ofariicies of domestic manuivcivre q 
operation of bigh tariff, and during n 
reduction of dwies since 1832, ba 
sbowing thet the Senator from South Care 
ductiens were not sus ed by documentary 
exbibiiing the items of expe The p 
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years from 1833 to 1841, he conten 
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the head of American manufa 
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contended that a gr portion of 
was in coin; bat Mr. Canuoun de: 
there was any heading of 
supposed red articles of 

such as goi 


ed the crea int under that head. i 
referred to a note to one of the reports to i 
eoin was also inginded. He then referre | 
increase cf the cotton manufactares s; i 
Massachusetts, with a view cf st | 
effects of low duties, under the compr f 
had not yet reached them. He denied that thee | 
manufacturers were claiming more protection tan | 
they have had. AU they were doing, he esntend- 

ed, was asking Congress, as more reyeaue was nee 


omise acl, 


OF tae: ue amounting to twenty-six 
Ni 1 af the end of the year, two 
ry, after paying the ordinary. 
s oustandirg at the end 
of the year, cf ten millions ef Treasury notes, and 
the five end a half milions of the lcan authorized 
at the extra session, will’ bea debtof fifteen anda 
half millions; the balance in the Treasury being 
two millions at the esd cfthe pear, after payizg 

the expenses cf the Government. Efe wonld then 

ubstitu‘e a loan for part ef the ‘Treasury notes, 

so asto make the indebiedness ten milions of loan 

at along in and five anda ballon Treasury notes. 

'e would iske this oppertanity of stating that he 

dno idea 2 loan could be got at par, and that it 

sugh! to be negotiated on whatever terms the Se- 

eretary of the Treasury could obtain. Suppose it 

es to a disecunt of eight or nine per cent; what 

2 Should not the credit of the ecuatry be pre- 

on any terms? He thought fifteen years 

be a term for ihe loan quite short enongh, 

In the disastrous and dangerous condition of the 

country, what. else could be d W 


expenses, Fhe emi 


ne? Was there 
| no- danger that amid this general crash, the 
aen itsegf should te phed in a 


and was thére nota prospect ‘of facther decline? 
The first thing he should therefore advise for this 
year, was to- provide. four millions by addidonal 
reyehue. Forsucceeding years, the seitled revenue 
being at twenty-six: millions, and expenditures 
brought down to twenty-ihree, there would be three 


millions.to: 
“the debt. i ; 
The first duty of Congress, he contepded, was 
te. supply. immediate and pressiag wants by new 
and additional means; and the only way of doing it 
ia tims, was by rendering available the authorized 
Joan to the extent of the four millions to be raised 
from’ additional revenue—the revenue when re- 
ceived to redeem so much Treasury. notes. - 

The second duty of Congress would be, to pass 
the revenue bill—both should be passed within the 
next twenty days. 

There was another measure equally indispensa- 
ble—that for resusciiating the business and in- 
dustry of the country, by restering a wholesome 
circulating medium; lie currency must be restered. 
That onghtto be the ibird step. 

The fourth object ought to be, io put the conn- 
try in a Gompléte and efficitnt state of defener. 
Lastly, hé would enforce the principle of the 
tast of the resolutions—retrenchment and reform. 
But he would not consume time on that in this 
early portion of the session, which ought to be 
given to the first three objse's he had stated. 

“He then adverted to the table (f commerce 


pay. interest, and finally to extinguish 


and navigation, with a view of showing 
_ that no correct data cau be chained from 
the statements of tonneg. “Pho tables were 


corrected only every ten years—the intermediate 
years being mere estimates. He qso'ed from AL- 
Jison’s work on population, some passages to show 
the decline of English commerce with the older na- 
tions, and its enlargement to an enormous extent 
with the Colonies and the United Siates on the 
reciprocity system. He contended from this, that 
the shipping and profits of Great Britain are gain- 
ing on this conmry. Ie argued that it was in 
parsuance of tke colonial policy on which England 
had now mainly to rely, that she should make 
a determined and ultimately ~ successfnl cf- 
fort to establisy the growth of ceton in 
India, upon whieh she can rely for her future 
supply of that article. 

Ia conclusion, he contended that if ever there 
was a time which cailed on ell parties to act in 
harmony for the benefit of the esantry, this was 
the lime, 

Mc. "HUNTMNGPON. intimated his wish to 
speak on the subject of these resolutions; but as the 
hour was late, he moved the Senate to adjourn. 

Mr. CALHOUN asked the Senater to withdraw 
his motion fora moment, which was agreed to; 
and Mr. Carnoux then explained the discrepan- 
cies between his tables «f exports and those of the 
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Mr. BARROW moved that whea the Senate al- 


_ journ, it be to Monday next, which was agreed, to. | 


Tne Senate then adjourned, 


See 5a ae aegne i 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fribay, March 18, 1842. 
Thejournal of yesterday was read and&pproved, _ ode) 
Mr. ED WAR DS:cf Cennsylvasia introduced to the Hause his 
colleague, the Hon. Aumon H. Reap, member elect from ihe 
the State of Pennsylvania, (vice Hoa: Davis Dratocs, jr. de- 


` ceased,) who was qualified, and took his seat; 


On leave given, petitions. and memorials were presented by 
the following members, and were appropriately referred: 

My. BRONSON of Maine. . 

Mr. CLINTON of New York, . 

Gn leave given, Mr. TRIPLEPT offered the following resoin- 
tion, which was adopted: ` i ` 

KResoived, That the Secretary of the Nà 
House as soon conveniently may be, wh. 
any, and the a:mual cost thereof, willbe necessary provided 
the Board of Navy Commissioners is aboiished. 

Mr. THOMPSON fM ippi rose and said: Mr. Speaker.on 
yesterday, for the firsttime, ] discovered this notice in the fn- 
telligenc-r of Tuesday morning: 

“Mr. Morcan of New York presented the pecition of W. O. 
Duvall and others, asking Congress to assume the State debs of 
i opi, and to eject that Sta: fi e Fojon,” 
in my seat on Monday when this petiion was present- 
ed, anl thoshit p heard the siate `of Mi pai mention 
Bat my colleague (Mr. Gwin} who was, rear 
asked by me what it w; tated he understood itto bea petition 
to remove some tribe of Indians west of the Mississippi river, 
That siatement Jolled our suspicion, till yesterday my eye fell 
upon the notice a!.ove referred to. 

Here the SPEAKER, atthe suggestion of several members, 
called Mr. Tiramp 

Mr. THOMRSON said iiw 
and it was bni joor to the gen 
shonid be allowed to proceed, 

(Gries of go mn—proeced—no one objccts.} 
Mr. Speaker, this is accompanied wi w from the 
same individuals. which speaks inost contemypteousiy ‘of. the 
wholeslavehoising States, end of certain members on this 
floor, representing those States. In wns efter Jong searching 
that f found cce petition referring to the State of Mississippi, In 
the mean time I was impressed with the beltiof, tbat in publish: 
ing the notice he had, the gentleman from New York had prac- 
tised a fraud upon the šfonse and the country. On finding the 
petition Iholdin my hand, Mr, Ty said, I addressed a note to 
the geneman, requesting bim to be present this moming, when 
T woald endeavor to briag np this petiion, He came to 


y report to this 


(4a to himselfan his colleague, 
man from New York, that he 


my seat, and assured me that jn ting that 
petition, he tended no disrespect to te State of Mis- 


sissippi. orto my calleague or royal; noe did he w 
doiag, to ba un ing the statements 
the petition, burt joners were his con : 
he felt bound to present their partitions. This assurance in pri- 
vate proclides me from saying what, under other circum- 
stances, Is f Jiow that gentleman understands and 


h, in so 
made in 


interprets yi know nor He 
surely cy acto by this Honse 
onthis subject. Isera was 
calculated toe biter denunciation. 
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the world: The urdere 
county, New York, 
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W., O. DUVALL. 
LAWRANCE HAMBLIN, 

R, B. CLAPP” 


to say; that these 


proceen- 
hestly or 


honorably, 
self respon 


le. 


Mr. MORGAN said that be had presented the petition on 
j atthe tima heen mad- to ių the 
om Mississippi, [yir cMPsON,} -as he had 
ving ay roog what its v was. Heh 


f moved ttha petition he laid on the 
very fac of stbrritting ihat mot 


Hie : 
nat endorsing the prayer of the ge- 


what ob 
Of that abiigsatton F 
sented the peii 
on this flac 


or to eject that Srat 
he patilies an the 
ife conversation wi 


The relations 
en would nre- 


vert him (My 
sive cl 


eonstitu 
as to its obi 
veigitien propped. 
ven. Mr. HOPKINS offered the followidg resolu- 
> nted: K 

ftesalved, -i the Clerk of the 
tain the probable expense of Hih gihe map accompa- 
nying the reper: of that commissions ainted te survey and 
mark the boundary lme between the United States and Texas, 


Honse be directed to ascer- 


+ 


atnountof force, if. 


{| and that the I 


ithographing of the satae be for the present sus- 
ended, : ee ; x 
P On leave givén, Mr. BARNARD, from the [Commitiee on 
the Judiciary; made a report inthe case of John. Barnes, which 
had heretofore been referred to that commiitee, with in- 
structions to report on certain questions of law involved 
therein; which said report was laid un the table, and ordered to 
be printed. - j gin ihe 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the House resolve itself into 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


Mr GIDDINGS hoped, he said, that the motion would not 
prevail, as this was private billday. And he asked the yeas and 
nays on the motion of Mr..Frnimore; which were ordered, aad, 
being taken, were: Yeas 83, pays 80. 2 

So the. motion’ was agreed to. E 

i ` O TREÆLOAN BILI. : 

“The House thkreupon resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of thé Union, (Mr. Warp of New York in 
the chair,) and hier iheconaideraton ti the bill for the 
extension of the léan of 1841, and for an addition of five millions 
of dollars theret fo 2 ME 

[Gir Brices, whodhas occupied the Chair since the general 
appropriation bill was first called up, leit the city this morning 
for his home in Magsachueetts,] Me 

The pending gugstion was on the motion of Mr, Frursrose 
(under the directigh of the Committee of Ways and Means) to 
add, after the iui’ section of the bili, the following as section 
No.4: 


Eg 
E 


ES 4. And beit further enacted, Thatthe proviso to the 
2d section of said uct is hereby repealed, and the Secretary of 
the Treasury is hereby authorized to cause the steek hereafter 
to be issued to be di edof at the highest price which he can 
obtain for the same, onils being advertised in reasonable time 
for proposals; but no stock Whatever shall be sold under par 
except upon and in pursuance ofa specific advertisements and in 
virtue thereof, 

Which said amendment Nr. Evererr had yesierday moved 
te amend by str:king out all after the word “and, in the se- 
cond line, ard inserting “itshail be the duty of the Secretary of 
the Treasury to dispose of said loan at the shortest period of 
payment at which the sanie can be disposed of at par, not ex- 
ceeding twenty years.” 

And the question being on the amendment to the amend- 
ment i 

Mr. GORDON who had the fioor, began by saying chat after 
the intervention ofa night, he telt less disposed to make 2 speech 
than he did yesterday under the excitement of the debate he 
had been listening to, and probably owing to thatcircumsiance, 
he should say but very liite, ifany thing, of what he should nave 
said had hebeen allowed to proceed with his remarke ashe in- 
tended, What he badto say, therefore, on this cccasion would 
perhaps have less point, and notquite se much ofthe pepper and 
mustard of party politics in it, as if he had addressed the come 
mittee yesterday. 

As it was, he hardly knew whereto commence with his re- 
marks, whether to begin withthe argument cf the gentleman 
from North Carolina [Mr. STANLY, } and proceed backwards, or 
to commence with that of the gentleman from New York, the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means (Mr. FLL- 
morg,} and foliow out the course of the debate. Whichever 
way he did go, heshoukl pay his respects to every tiing that 
was worthy cf note in the cebate of yester-ay. He believed, how 
ever, beshould commence with the Hebrew end of the book; and 
first notice the remarks ofthe geutlenian from North Carolina, 
That gentleman denied that the Whig party were responsible 
for the sets of this administration, fie tavk isene wih bimn on 
that point, andaffirmed that thegreat Whig party were respon- 
hie for cvery part and parcel of them. Who was it that 
brought this administration into power? Who was itthat 
sung “Tippcanoe and Tyler too throughout the coun- 
uy? Who placed the present Incumbent in the White 
House? Were not the candidates for the Presidency and 
Vico P scy seiscied expressly witha view to their avail- 

1 s not the “urion of the Whigs for the sake of the 


ty to came for 
bie for the acts orhe Admi 
to place in power. Were notthe Whig party and the incum- 
bent of the White House hand and glove on a!l measures sav- 
ing and excepting one only? Did vot the Executive sign the 
discribution bill, the bankrupt bili, abd, in short, all the Whig 
mea-tives of the extra session, with the exception of the na- 
tional bank bili? Aad now, atier ali tavse acts had been passed 
and had gone w the country, aud the people at the Jate elec. 
i had spoken out in tones of thunder in c mation of 
ity of 
Ex- 


stand or fail by them. : 
on that floor, and in the ocher end af 
appointment of Sneaker. and the org 
in that House? Whohadthepewer which c 
messures oft sexira session? W 
and w 


ginated all the 
butthe great Whig 
i the measures of 
they were. The gentleman 
tstep to defend the acts of this Administration, He 
ude ment to co hy default: and conte! amself with 
ast the rainorivy cn that floor, 

to defend 
iit an und 


Ue did uo: stop 
this was tov dif 


on; 
aking; Dut he undertook to carry 
> defend the Administration and 
the present 
b ¿ u a certain 
ad jion; but i was no epi- 
fencha deed. Why did 
ie AdoMndstration? Was 
i i House, were 
ow which way to 
the bund leading” the 
light of their counte- 
n waatof moral cowage? Ue 
tas well dispose ofthe gentieman from North Care ina at 
, While he had him in hand, ev that he might be at libe 1y 
to passon to another, The genticinan said yesierday, when he 
Cir, G ) offered to take the floor, that he waa almost disposed to 
yeidit to him, (Mr. G.) because he spoke go seldom. 
Some one here reminded Mr, Gorpon that it was the gentle- 


the coaary, and i 
| because they were 
«the peupie having wit 
hance from ier, and hence n 
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man from Virginia (Mr. Wise] to whom the gentleman from 
North Carolina referred. > 
Mr. G. said he knew that the remark was reported in the In- 
telligencer as applied to the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 
Wis,] but it was an entire mistake, for the remark was ex- 
Pressly intended for him, and he, Mr. G. replied to it, by saying 
that if he then took the floor, the gentleman would want to 
get on his legs again to answer him, Now he would 
ask who was it in that House that was always busy— 
always taking care of every body’s business but his own— 
who excep: the honorable gentleman from from North Carolina? 
Who was it that was continually calling out, Corder, order?” 
Who but the honorable gentleman irom Torth Carolina? Who 
was it that was constantly calling for the previous qeestion’ 
but the honorable gentleman from-Narth Carolina? Who was 
itthat was in the habit of catechising every member, boih 
friend and foe, but the gentleman from North Carolina? Who 
was it that puton the arrogance to assume to be the leader of 
the great Whig party, always speaking in the plural number— 
twel? Why, the- gentleman from Norih Carolina. Did the 
gentleman ever read Burns? If he did, he would commend to 
his notice tie tines— 
“Oh wad some power the giftie gic us, 
To see ourselves as others see us, 
it wad frae mony a blunder free us, 
An’ foolish notion.” 
He had now done wich the gentleman from North Carolina 
and would take leave of hum by saying that he wouldtake care 


of his own concerns; that he was responsible to his own const? * 


tuents, and to them only; and that he had been brought up in 
a land where one of Guod’s creatures never could lord it over 
another as anoverseer; and, therefore, he never would under- 
take to oversee others. He hoped that he and the genueman 
from North Carolina migit be better acquainted hereafier. 

[Mr. STANLY. Gad forbid.] 

Mr. G. did not mean in a very friendly sense. He did not 
purpose that his acquaintance should be very agreeable to the 
gentleman. He would now (Mr. G. said) go back to the cum- 
mencement of the debate, and pay his respects to the chairman 
of the Cominittee of Ways and Means, (Mr. FILLMORE ] ‘Phat 
gentleman undertook to ary thatthe Sxecutive branch of the 
Government, and not the Committee of Ways and Means, was 
responsible lor the amendment which had beer reported as a 
fourth section of the bill, and that the committee had not gone 
as far as the Secretary desired that they should go, 

Ue (Mr, G.) anderstocd the gonteman tosay tnat the Secre- 
tary of he Treasury wanted lu-lave vested in himselfthe d 
cretion to negotiate this loan below par; and he (Mr. F] had 
undertaken tolimit that discretion, And how? He proposed to 
advertise for a certain period before the ican should be sold; 
that was to say, he would give fair notice to the Shylocks of 
the land that the stocks of the United States woutd be bid of for 
Jess than they were worth. Whataspectacle would the United 
Saes exhibit! This wassomething new m the bistory of our 
Government; and it was a proposition which, he hoped, would 
not be adopted, 

Tne gentleman from Maryland, (Mir. JonNsoN,] in order to 
justify this amendment, and io justify the measure to distribute 
the proceeds of the saies of the public lands, had stated yester- 
day, as he had often done before, thas the proceeds of the sales 


of jae public lands were fluctuating and unstable; that, heing 
a», they were an injurious source of revenue, and that it should 


the credis ot ihe United States. 
Mr, W. C. JOHNSON explained. The gentleman from 
New York [Mr Gorpon] had misconceived the position he 
(Mr. J) had assumed yesterday. He had yesterday under- 
d the gentleman from South Careiina [Mr. Pickens] to say 
tha: the proceeds of the sales of the public lands were a fixed 
anid permanent source of revenuc; and in answer to thatargu- 
meni he (Mr. J.) bad showed that there wus a fiuctuativn in the 
amount of the proceeds of from less than one million per an 
num to anamount as high as iwenty-four milions. He had 
stated that fact wih a view toshow that the argument of ihe 
gentleman from South Carolina was vet soand or teaab! 
~ ‘Paeargument which he (Mr. J.) had urged at the las 
was, that because this source of revenue was flacinating, 
foreit was nota reliable fuod. Bat the principal a 
he had hereto‘ore urged in favor of the distribution of the pro- 
is of the sales of the public lands was, that it never had 
t contemplated by the framers of the Constitution that this 
should bea source of revenue for the support of the General 
Goversment; that the power given to Congress by the Constitu- 
tion to lay taxes, to levy duties 9a Imports, end to borrow mo- 
ney, was enough to carry cut all che necessary fanctions of Gir 
voraments and that Goverament was thos armed with power ta 
raise revenues independent of the public lands. . 
Mr. GORDON resumed. As to the constitutional power of 
Cougress to give away the property of the nation, he presumed 
that to be an argument which was oot now in order; and te was 
only answering that part of the argament of the geademan in 
relation to the fluccuations of the proceeds, and to this, therefore, 
nat being a reliable source of revenue. It was certainly true, as 
the gentleman hil stated, that the proceeds of the sales of the 
public lands had fluctuated from Jess than one milion annually 
to more than twenty-four millions. But what had caused it? 
That wasa branch of the inquiry into which the gentleman i 
not ga. The proceeds ordinar y amounted about three mi 
of dollars annually: and, undera just system of Gsauce, th 
woald average about thai sum; z deai on 
way or the other, But what. he a 
vast fluctuation? Tt was the fiuct 
which it wasthe darling object of the 


the fluctuations in the tariff laws? And why had the reve- 
nue from public lands been so low this year? It was ii 
that Quctuating sysiem waa in vogue and operation. And it 


| 


| 


was the policy of the party, instead of surveying the public 
lands and bringing them into market, as they might have teen 
and. ought to have been, to keep them back vatil bigh tariff 
laws should he re-enacted. Then again the proceeds of the 
sues of the public lands would flow in; then again would un- 
told millions rush intothe ‘Treasury; then would excessive 
im portations commence anew; then would trade be over-stinu- 
lated, and speculation of every kind encouraged. Such was 
the game which the Whig party was playing. But could the 
ge:tleman from Maryland be sincere in opposing this asa 
source of revenue on the ground of its fluctuations? Was the 
revenue from import duties uniformly steady? Notso. On 
the contrary, there was no source of revenue so delicate andso 
fluctuating; and the whoie history of the tariff laws proved that 
such was the fact. And one very sircng reason why this should 
be used as a source Ofrevenue was, (o thai extent it relieved the 
people from taxation, A tarif imposed a tex upon the people, 
who were always unwilling to bear the burden of taxation, 
where a resort to it was notindispensable. 

If there was one thing in principie to which the American 
people were opposed it, was unnecessary taxation. It wasone 
of the principles of the revolution to oppose uanecessary taxa- 
tion; and that very principle he looked upon as the safe guard 

` of our liberties, because whenever a people would amely sub- 
mitto have their property taken away by taxation for extrava- 
gant and unnecessary objects they are ready to become the 
vassals of a despot to be driven as he pleases. The genile- 
man from Maryland {Mr. Jonson] and the gentleman from 
Kentucky {Mr. MARSHALL] koth stated that the proceeds of the 
sales of the public fandsthis yearamounted to the sum of only 
$200,600; and thatthat would not aid the credit of the Govern- 
ment nor relieve it from the burden of its debts. Let the public 
Jands be brouchtinto market; tet the quantity be graduated; and, 
instead of $200,006 a year, we might have a revenve of three 
millions. And was this pota fend to relieve the nation of the 
speck of debt which now hung over it, but which bid fair to be- 
come enormous? But whathad impaired the credit of the 
Goverameat? Whathad brought it into such a condition that 
its six percent, bonds were now unsaleable at par? Was not 
the bill distributing the proceeds of the sales ofthe public lands 
an elementin impatring thatcredit? The passage of that law, 
giving the proceeds of the lands to the Stat sin orderto buy 
the influence of the States, manifested an agrarian spirit. It 
was a spirit of whieh capitalists—(hose who were dona fide so, 
andbad money to invesi—were afraid of. And when they 
found this Government giving away the property that belonged 
to the nation for the purpose of increasing the tarifi, they were 
afratd of the consequences, The people saw what the object 
was. and they wouid not submit to such a system ef carrying 
on the Government. But not oaly had the party in power 
given away the public lants, bui they bad repealed a system 
of finance, adopted under the late Administration, separating 
the reveaues of the conntry—the money of the people—from 
banks and stock jobbers. The banks had been crushed under 
the weightof their own rottenness; and no sooner had the 
Democratic partv washed their hands of this corrupt bank sys- 
tem, thanthe Whig party came into power, repealed the law 
separating the hanks from the public moneys, and gave back 
to the country banks and hank paper, or something worse. 
‘this was another reason why the credit of the nation had 
suffered. 

What was the trae policy to bepursue!? The reveme from 
public landsshou:d be restored, thatthe people might be relieved 
from taxes by duties on imports, so far as that measnre conkd 
relieve them. Would there not be much gained to ihe Govern- 
ment asa source of revenue? Won!d not that add credit to 
the Government, and relieve its stocks, if stocks it must have? 
No man conid deny that the Government, by such a process, 
would be relieved to the e d, four milions 
peranunm? And would gentemeneay that that was no item 
int coum? He presumed not. 

Mr. G. said be would now turn again to the gentleman from 
Norin Carolina, f Mr. Stanrny} and iake up ancther branch of 


nd aiso what 
: i show that t party, 
to power on the pied economy and reform, had 
broken every promise they had made, and commenced a sys- 
tem of m ies which has produced the most disastrous re- 
sults. 

The whole burden of the ge 


inistraiion 
responsible for. fie wo 


ubject he wonid quate from ihe report of 
reasury to this Congress, ta show what 

sibility was, and. in doingse, be wawil shaw how 
norant the gentleman wa subject of which he 
sremisiag, however, that the p were not unin. 
qd wih regard to it, as was evidenced hy the ballot boxes 
s the det ment on the 23] 
r. Sita litde over niue morihs afier this piriy came 
was $l 728,085 70, 
ary o be en: 
ile had no doubt 


teer 
buts 
The 


ry ofthe Treasury. as furnished 
in comnlianc 


ion of the Senate, showed the 


Debt vf the co te 

Columbia, assamed by the United States : 

Tho ¢eld) findel and unfunded debt, viz: 

The funded debt— principal - $52.434 76 
interest -+ 240,723 S4 


1,410,000 00 


293,163 60 
The unfunded debt—register- : 


ed certiiicates . > 26,622 44 


PE 
Do. Treasury notes issued . z 
during the late war ~ 4,475°00 > 
Do. - Mississippi certificates 4320-09 : 
- 85,417 53- 
m 326,581 13 


Loan per act of 2ist July, 1841—amount subscribed 5,377,476 68 


14,728,085 70 


*This amount is exclusive of notes received for duties and 
lands, subsequent to the 30ih September last, and not reported 
on for record in this office, hy the accounting officers. 

Here, said Mr. G. was an amount of $14,728,085 70, not ine 
cluding Treasury notesiastied, and not including this additional 
loan, but the actual existing debt of the Government on the 23d 
of December last, Now what portion of this debt belonged to 
the late Administration? - This question he would go en to an. 
swer from this same document, The public debt en the Bd of 
March. 1841, the day Mr. Van Buren went out of office, wag 


. $6,607,361 54; but there is a note appended, which was as fol 


lows: 

“This amount is exclusive of notes received for duties and 
lands, subsequent to 3ist December, 1810, which were not re. 
ported on for record on the 3d March, 1841, by the aceounting 
omcers.* 

It was ascertained that one million of dollars ofthese notes 
would be redeemed from the 23 of December to the 3d of 
March. The dehtofthe lre Administration amounted to but 
$5,607,361 54. Deduct this, and the amount -of debt .of 


‘the corporate cities, and the old funded debt and Mis- 


sissippi certificates, from the debt of the present Adminis- 
tiation of $14,728,085 70, and it would be seen that the latter 
ereated more debt in than one year, than the lete Admi- 
nistration did in fouryears This was the reform the Whig 
party had brought on us, No wonder, then, the centieman from 
North Carolina was anxious to shift off the responsibility on the 
shoulders of the late Administvation—no wonder he wanted to 
screen the great Whig party from such a heavy responsibility. 
But the geneman went on to say that this Administration had 
to pay a large balance ofappropriations left by che last. Very 
well; and that administration had to pay a ba'ance of appropri- 
ations left. by the one that preceded it; and so i has been with 
every administration since the commencement of the Govern- 
ment. Mr. Van Buren, when he came into office. hadan unex- 
pended balance charged on his adminietrauon of sixteen mit 
lions, and this Administration had twelve millions; which it 
would roll off on the neat year, and finally on the next Admi- 
nistration. ` à 
And now, said Mr. G. Jet us contrast the expenditures of the 
first and second year of this Whig Administration with the ex- 
nendilurea of the two last years of Mr. Van Burews adminis- 
t aion. 
The actual expenses of Mr, Van Buren’sadminisiration were 
m me year 1829, $25,443,716 94, and for the year 1840, $22,369,- 
56 SL. ` 
Here it was scen that the expenditures of Mr. Van Buren's 
administration decreased, and run down ina descending scale 
from the time he came into office till he went ow; and it was 
calculated to carry the reduction further tilt the expenditures 
came down toseventeen millions, which would have been the 
case by this time had the late Administration continued in 
power. The expenditures of the first ycar of this Adminis. 
tration were 26,396,994 94, and the estimates for the year 1642 
were $25,991,741 25 more than the highest of the two years cf 
Mr. Van Buren’sadministration that he had given. ‘The gen- 
tleman, after all this, said that the Whig party were not respon- 
sible. If the gentleman world not heed the reports of the Se~ 
cretary of the Treasury, he would, he presumed, heed the esti- 
mates of a certain greal man at the otherend of the Capitol® 
[Me. Cray.) and what did hesay? Why, thatthe rates of du» 
ties on foreign importations ought to te augmented beyond 
twenty per cent. ad valorem, s0 as to produce a revenue of 
twenty- millions annually, twenty-two of which to be for 
the ordinary expenditures of the Government, two millions to 
be applied to the reduction of the existing debt, and two to be 
kept in the Treasniy for contingencies » Vere was the esti- 
mate of the great leader of the majority in Congress, and he 
presumed that the gentleman from, North Carolina would not 
question that authority. Here this great leader avowed Lis 
policy to be to raise twenty-six millions annuatly by taxation, 
two millions of which wasto be kept in the Treasury, Mr, G. 
supposed to be used as a corruption fund at the next Presiden. 
tial election. a 
Now, who evar heard ofsuch a monstrous proposition as that 
tocolleet two iniliions annually to keep on hand as a contingent 
fung? Instead of cutting down contingencies as promised by 
this reforming Administrat‘on, here was a preposition to cof 
lect by taxation two millions annually ta be used as a contin. 
gent fund. To return to the debt of fourteen and odd miilions 
as reported by the Secretary of the Treasury. Whose debt was 
it? Only five millions anda half of it was contracted by tha 
last Administration, and the rest was the debt of the present 
party in power, contracted in a little over nine months, This 
was the retrenchment, this was the reform, which this great 
Whig party, that was responsible for nothing, had broug t 
about Why, he had tistened to the argument of the gent oman 
from Kentucky [Mr. MARSHALL] yesterday, and he. e y 
thought that a millenium was about io take place—that! ze lion 
was to lie down with the lamb, andthe fragments. of the great 
g party to be brought together by the Cones te iM 
existing in the person of the honorable gendeman. : hee a 
man said that the Whig party were agreed in every BAI 
rea Vhat wasthat? Why, the gentleman in 
one great measure. What was tha } £ Bie 
the White Houas had concurred with them exer meee Te 
put that of the Fiscal Bank; and, said Mr. G. for his disagree- 
ment with them on that subject, he might share the fate of the 
gentieman sent abroad by a neighboring Republie io negotinis 
a i ailing ecotiate it, met with unmerited censure 
aloan; who, failing t) neg H, $ i j 
from all, and the ingratitude of his employers, to whom he had 
rendered the most signal servi But the gentleman (Mr. 
MAnsiHaLt] avowed that if the p eceeds of the sales of the p nb- 
lic lands in the Treasury was as high as twenty millions of Gale 
lara, he would freely and boldly give it away to the Btaieg 


~ r e 


and tax’ the paofie for “protection, as” well as. to~ sup- 


‘ply the deficiency: Sir, said Mr. G.:the gentleman speaks 
by authority; he is more than the leader of the party for 
she ïs the minister of peace, by whose aid the broken fragments 
of the Whig party are to be Gementedjiog ther. Heavows as 
the true policy, that’ the Government should be carried on to 
the tune of twenty-six millions annually, as proclaimed by the 


this, said Mr. G. that {hold the great Whig party respon- 
sible. Twenty-two millions, said Mr. G. annuaily for ordinary 
exdenses, and. two millions annually for contingencies. He 
would ask the ‘gentleman what his great leader meant by pro- 
viding two millions for contingencies: Was it for the necessary 
expenditures of the Government, or was it to be kept as a purse 
of small ‘change to buy up political capital, and keep the Whig 
party in power? i 

Mr. GENTRY here interrupted Mr. G. and asked if the 
Senator ‘from Kentucky in the resolution to which the gentle- 
moan referred, was not that two millions only were to be re- 
served asa conungent fund and not accumulated annually. 

, Mr. GORDON said he would satisfy the gentleman by read- 
ing the resolution itself, It was as follows: 

“Resolved therefore, That the rate of duties on foreign im- 
ports ought to be augmented beyond the rate of twenty per 
cent, so asto produce a nett revenue of twenty-six millions of 
dollars —twenty-two for the ordinary expenses of Government, 
two for the payment of the existing debt, and two millious as a 
reserved fund for contingencies.” s 

Hero, said Mr. G. the resolution boldly avows in the face 
of all the promises of this great Whig party made before 
coming into power, that the duties on foreign imports ought to 
be auginented beyond twenty per cent, so as to produce a nett 
revenue of twenty-six millions of dollars, twenty-two of which 
were for the ordinary expenses of the Government, and two 
millions for contingencies, and tivo millions for the existing 
debt, But to put the matter beyond a doubt, he would give the 
gentleman’s own meaning of his resolution as explained by 
himself. Here Mr. G. read fiom the debates in the Senate as 
follows: 

“Mr. Cray explained. He saidhe might have passed this 
point and probably did; without sufficiently explaming his 
views. He didnot intend these two millions asa ‘S'reasury ba- 
Jance simply, but also to meet the contingencies of legislation, 
of appropriations beyond. the estimates and the established 
means.” , 

ihe gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. SALYONSTALL] took 
the ground that the credit of the Government was notimpaired; 
that it stood as fair as it ever did; but that the times were out of 
joint, Now, he had supposed, from the lamentations of the 

hig party, and the lamentations that came from the Treasury 
Depariment, that the finances of ihe Government were out of 
joint, and that there was trouble in the moneychest. The gen- 
tleman contended that the credit of the Government was as 
fair as ever, yet, paradoxical.as it might appear, he was willing 
to vote for this amendment to sell the stock of the Government 
for whatever it might bring in the market. But what was the 
principal argument of the geneman in favor of this novel pro- 
ponitiont Why, that the six per cent. stocks of the State of 

ew York could not be sold for pur in the money market—that 
the stock of that great State, withall her wealth, population and 
resourean wasbelow par. Now, asked Mr. G. what is the rea- 
son of this depreciation of the stocks of New York? He meant 
to enter lato an examination of this position assumed by the 
gentleman, and tosee i: the argument he had based on it was 
correct, To the first place, when the great Whig party of the 
State of New York, which now, hethanked God, wasin the mi- 
uority, obtamed the ascendency in that State and got into 
power, they found a debt of a little over five millions of dollars, 
and they also found that the Siate had been, under the former 
adiniuisiration, annually paying off as much debt as was con: 
tracted, and instead of increasing the publie debt, they had been 
annually diminishing it, Now the Whig party, during the 
time they were in power, had run the State in debt over twenty 
millions, withwut paying a cent of annual reduction, while they 
further proposed to Increase that ient to forty millions: and 
they crowded the stocks so fast ia the market that even that great 
Bua, in consequence of following the policy pursued here 
found her crenn depreciated, ? 

Mr, EVERGTT here called the gentleman to order. It was 
notin order, he said, on the propositicn before the committee 
to speak of the financial condition of New York. 

Mr, HOLMES insisted that tne gentleman was in arder, The 
Proposition beforethe House was to dispose of the Government 
stocksin the market, and the gentleman was showiug what was 
ee mae of debt on the market, 

ne CHAIR said that the gentleman hadaright to pro % 

Mr. GORDON sruceaded” Tn what particular did ie pulley 
parsued by the Whig party in New York, and which had had 
so injutiousan effct on her stocks, differ from that pursued by 
the majority here? Did they not go on creating new debis, and 
paymg old debts by new loans, while they proposed to carry 
them up to forty millions? Did they not continue this ruinous 
course of policy Ull they got the State into a whirlpool of debt, 
when the people turned them eutof power? This kind of po- 
licy, Mr. G saii, must Jead to bankruptey, and that speedily, if 
notarres‘ed. Did gentlemen think thet the people would al- 
low the General Government and the State Governments to go 
onand accumulate debts in this way, without raising a revenue 
tu pay them, other than. that of reissuing bonds? ‘They might 
be red the people would not subaitto it. 
at Was the policy for this Government to pursue, 
That was zasily ascertained; and if gentlemen would purene st, 
they should have bis hearty co-operation. Let them, said Mr. 
G, restore to the Treasury the proceeds of the sales of the pub- 
Jic lands, Pet them bring down the expenditures of the Go- 
vernment fron: twenty-four or twenty-six millions, if gentlemen 
pleased, to seventven mallions ef dollars, which would have 
been the maximam of expenditure, had the late Administra- 
tion continued ia power. Live within your mems Bay less 
than you ra Adopt the principle of tue honest and thrifty 
farmer, widch applesas well to Goverument asto individuals, 
and do not create expenditures till you have provided the 
means; don't go beyond your income. Bun said Me. G. if gen- 
tlemen intend to carry on the Government ai the rate of twenty- 
four millions annually, they wil not be able to setl their bonds 
ull they show a disposition toeconomy. Before you can raise 
your credi, said Mr. G. you must manifest a disposition to 
retrench; aad appropriate something annually for a re- 
ducnon of yur debt, as well as for the ordinary expenditures 
ofthe Government. If gentlemen would provide a fund for the 
reduction of the debt, instead of increasing it; if they would 


at champion of Whizery in the other end of the Capitol. It: 
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adopt a system of finance which would provide a stable reve- 
nue for the country, ami then retrench their expenditures, they 
should, Mr. G. said, have his hearty co operation. He was not 
disposed to let off the great Whig party from their responstbiil- 
ty forthe measures which have had so ruinous a tendency. 
They must bear the responsibility for their own acts, and the 
people would hold them to it... They must not, said Mr. G. sad- 
die their offences on the Executive, for the Executive hed no 
power exéept in the exercise of the veto, and they had the ma- 
Jority in Congress. Inthe exercise of that power, the Execu- 
tive had done much good, and he Geserveé the thanks of the 
country for aiding the Hero of New Orleans in breaking down 
that rotten and corrupt system which had inflicted such inju- 
ries on the community. He wishedto God the Executive had 
kept on, arid when he had once got into the Democratic tracks, 
by vetoing the Bank bill, that he had also vetoed the bankrupt 
bill, the distribution bili and all the other objectionable mea- 
sures of the extra session. Had he done all this, he would have 
stood redeemed himself from the contaminating influence that 
surrounded him, and would have deserved and commanded his 
support. But so long as he adhered to these measures, that 
were torced on him either bythe influence of evil advisers or 
the want of moral courage, so long should he feel it his duty to 
oppcse him Ashe did not want to monopolize tke time of 
the committee, Mr. G. said he would, having gme through with 
the course he had chalked out for himself, resume his seat, 
and make way for some other gentleman. 

Mr. EVERETT modified his amendment by moving to in- 
sert it after the first “thar” in the proposed amendment of Mr. 
FILLMORE. 

Mr. MILTON BROWN said his object was not a speech, 
much less a party speech, but to express his individual views 
on the questions immediately before the committee. We cer- 
tainly felt much solitude for the credit and honor of the coun- 
try, and was deeply anxious that the public faith shouid be 
saved from the disgrace that now hung over it. But to vate 
for the sale of our bonds at home or abroad below par, he could 
not. Nor could he vote to raise the interestto more than six 
per cent. or extend the time of the loan beyond the time men- 
tioned by the Secretary, Togive these votes, in his opinion, 
would not be to save the credit of the Government, but to sink it. 
J Congress places our credit below par, brokers and bankers 
will dothesame. Thecredit ofthis Government depends on 
the pulse of Congress in relation to taxation. That pulse, be 
wassorry to say, was rendered weak by “humbuggery.” 
There was scarcely nerve left to do our duiy, What was our 
duty? Itwasto cut down onrexpenses as low as we could. 
Yes, sir, as low as possible. To make appropriations specific, 
as the usage was in ihe days of the simplicity of our Republic. 
To cut down the ‘contingent expenses,” the ‘incidestal ex- 
penses,” and the “miscellaneous expenses,” which are only 
other names for wasteful extravagance, and which is not only 
exhausting the Treasury ofthe nation, but is wasting a treasure 
still more valuable—the morals of the country. Ina word, we 
should exercise honest unpretending economy. 

But, sir, even econsmy will not pay arrearages or liquidate 
the past folly of the Government. A debt hangs overus. Ib 
must be paid—and bow? Commerce, almost lifeless, does not 
yield its accustomed tribute through the customs. Our cnr- 
rency is in wretched condition, Toe planter, the farmer, the 
laborer, in the field and the shop, is not receiving his due re- 
ward, The consumption of imported articles must decrease, 
and our revenue from that source renst still sink lower, What 
must he done? in the name of all the hunybugs that flood the 
land, what mast be done? The duties must be raised—not for 
protection—no, The national honor does not hang on that, but 
on revenue. Whatever connection a tariff may have with the 
future prosperity of ths country is not now the qnestion. Tr is 
revenue that demands our attention. The gentleman from Ver. 
mont [Mr. k vererT) hastold us that he will neither vote a Joan 
nor Treasury notes, unti! means are provided by the increase 
of duties, After thiss:rong ground, I hope (said Mr. B ) he will 
not delay action to inquire into questions of protection. While 
the nationa! honor bleeds, the manufacturing interests will 
surely not ba the primary consideration, Let duties be laid for 
revenue, and incidental protection wili be objected to by but 
fuw—certaiily notby him. Jle hoped, in conclusion, that this 


bil would be spzedily disposed of; that it may be passed with- 
ont anthorily to sell the bonds below par, and without an in- 
crease of interest or an improper exte 


nsion of time. And he 
ate ac’ ubject of the 
e, and enable the necessary 


ngagements of the Govern. 


believed that proper and imm: 
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amount to be raised to meet the 
ment. 

Mr. KENNEDY of Indiana said it appeared the Govern. 
ment was ont of funds, andthe main proposition was, how to 
raise them. Now, as they said in the Western country, they 
must “raise the wind’? somehow; andas he had nothing to con- 
ceal in this matter, he was willing to express his views 
as to the mode to raise the money to carry on the Go- 
vernment. He should briefly explain the position he 
occupied, and why, until some amendments were made in 
this bill, he could undet no circumsiances vote for it. He had 
seen enough of the consequences of relying on credit, either 
State. naticnal or corporate, without some pernanent basis on 
which it was to be placed. He had seen States which cnoe had 
credit, sink down by this course to the position that they couid 
not raise money by sacrifices of fifty cents ona dolar, and he 
was perfectly satisfied that this Government was pursuing the 
some course until it would arrive atthe same point; and when- 
ever any Government borrowed money to spend, and money to 
pay interest on that before borrowed, they would soon sink to 
that point. Hence he would vote for no propesition to borrow 
money to carry on this Government, until they provided and set 
aside a permanent fund to pay ils current interest, When they 
did that, they would have no reason to have a proposition that 
the Secretary ofthe Treasury will seil the bonds at what they 
will fetch, because, while we have no fundson which the loafer 
can rely for his interest, we might hawk our bonds about the 
streets, an} sell them at ten per ci discount. They com. 
mitteda gran? error inthe ontset of thi sion. Instead of 
coming up to the question like men, legis md statesmen 
and proposing some permanent basis on which to rest the reve. 
nues ofthe country, they were dodging the question; they were 
disposed to inquire as toevery thing else excey.t the question 
that should be inquired into—that is: What is essary to sus- 
tain the credit of the country? This was a grand error commit- 
ted m the outset, when nine-tenths of this House agreed thet 
they were wiiling to vote revenue sufficient to carry on the Go. 
yernment, and when almost every body contended jhatrevenue 
was all that was wanting. 
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A few contended for the protective principle, but more from 
the habit of doing it than that they wanted it now, All admitted 
that a revenue tarif would give protection enough, yet, in the 
commencement of the session, they started by sinking this ime 
portant question in the Committee on Manufactures, and rais- 
ing the question, not whatrevenue isnecessary, but what ma- 
utifactures ought to be protected, Here was the error they 
had committed, for it showed to the capitalists ef the world that 
they were ready to spend money when they were not ready to 
raise the means to repay it. They had not get the nerve todo 
it; they were as muchafraid of it as Siate Legislatures were of 
imposing direct direct takes, and they went on dodging the 
question to-day, and dodging it to morrow, instead ofeoming up 
to it boldly. Now he wished to state what he considered 
his political opponents were justly entitled to reprehension for. 
They recollected the celebrated comprermise act. At the last 
Presidential election, from one end of the conniry to the other, 
every man denied any proposition on his part to raise che tariff 
above the compromise act. Why was this done? Because 
gentlemen were afraid to declare their principles to the 
world, being jearful of the effect the declaration would 
have on certain sections of the Union. If they were 
convinced the duties of the country would have to be 
raised higher than that, why not asknowledge it Simply 
because, as politicians, they avoided this question of doubtful 
strength until the battle wes fought. Both parties avoided it, 
he admitted. Whatever injury had failed on thecountiy from 
this course, those who had dodzed this question were responsi- 
We. The proposition for the distribution of the surplas and of 
the proceeds of the public lands was wrong in principle. What 
had been the effectofi? The very moment the bill 
it was known that the States wouid take this mi 
bribe, their bonds went tumbling down in maike Did this do 
any goo)? Whenever the Stites have to Jean, andare pre- 
pared to leanen the National Treasury and beg a pittance 
every year to sustain th ives from being taxed, it destroys 
public confidence in their disposition, not in their ability to pay. 
Edid the States no good, andcould do them good in ne coniin« 
gency. What was ihe efect of disizibuton on the credit 
of the Governmen:? As a consequence of jt, the national 
credit had tumbled down, and i would continue to go 
down unless they set apat some permanent fund the capi- 
talist could rely on for his interest. ‘hey must have a perma» 
nent fund, such asthe land fund wouid be, in some degree, to 
lean on. If they were determined not to repeal the laud bill, 
they could not bave his vote for this loan, 

Gentlemen need not attempt to shove off the question, and to 
pour all their anathemas on the head of John Tyler. What 
had their President done that they were to fall on him and tear 
him to pieces like co many gladiators? Me had vetced the bank 
bill. That was all. Had they any right to svppose he 


Wouid he not have been traitor to 


American 
ank votes. 


people we : i { 
That was ail the President had done; and uid this justify gen- - 
Uemen itletting loose all their spleen on their own President, 
and attempting to cover theirre:ponsidility by crying “traiterd? 
ite would advise them to stand up and take the responsibility 
which they had desired at the hands of the people, His Whig 
friends on (his floor and throughout the nation had been so long 
cutof power that they did nos Know howto manage. They 
had got r He wonld advise them, ifthey needed money, 
to go abo aising it like men who understood it. If they 
would not repeal (he land Ui, let them bring in a permanent 
revenue bill. Levy a sufficient amount of revenge by the way 
of imr to carry on the Government, end then, if fora teme 
porary need they wanted money, they could get ji It was re- 
venue, nos protection, that they wanted. Ir had sent this 
subject to the r rue commusiee they won ve had a bijl 
longaga Whenever they would resume th ey distribu. 
ted, he would for the revenue 
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mittes and ofthe nation to the fact that Congress had now been. 


fifteen weeks. That,aceordivg to the rules of the 
House, thirty days ofthat time bad been appropriated to private 
bils, while we had gone into comrnitiae on the private calendar 
on two days oniy, and hadepentan hour and a quarter onano- 
ther day in p: g such bills as had received the sanction of the 
Committee of tie Whole; and that leas than seven hours in the 
whole session, thus far, hadbeen spent upon bilis of a private 
character. 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky called My. G. to order, 

Mr. GIÐDINGS said he felt that he was perfectly in order, 
The whole discussion had been held upon the manner in which 
the funds ofthe people had been expended, 

The CHAIRMAN said he thought the gentleman had wan- 
dered from ihe qu i 

Mr. GIDDING 
ofa loan, and it wa 
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vots stood-—a 57, noes 6 
The committee 
Mr. J.G. FLOYD moved that ibe ffouse ourn. 
On which motion the yeas and nays were ached and ordered. 
and, being taken, resulted thus—yeas GU, rays 67, ; 
So the House refused to aqjourn. 
The CHAIRMAN then resumed his seat in eommites, 


ig obtained the foor, yielded toa mo. 


committee tis 
wareation, the 


vestion being taken, the 
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rose, and reported that fact ta the Mouse, 


Mr. PROFFIT next ohtained the Toor, bnt he expressed his 
willingness to give way if the committee desired to rise. 

Mr. W., SMITH said he would be happy to address the 
committee to night, if the gentleman from Indiana would yield 
the floor. 

Mr, PROFFIT did not consent, and the vote on rising was 
taken by tellers, who reported 57 in the affirmative, and 60 in 
the negaiive. 

This being less than a quorum, the Sreaxer resumed the 
chair. 

Me. JLG FLOYD movedan adjournment, 

Mr. ANDREWS called for the ayes and noes, which were 
ordered, und the House refused to adiourn—ayes 60, noes 9}. 

Mr. PROFFIT then proceeded with his remarks, commenc- 
ing with an ironical expression of his thanks to the gentle- 
menon the other (Whig) side for their courtesy in refusing to 
give him the benefit ofan adj urnment, exhausted as he was 
by the session, and he promised that he would endeavor to re- 
pay it. 

He then proceeded to reply tothe remarks of the gentleman 
from New York (Mr, Fittmore] madea few daysago, whom 
he accused of having wasted more of the time of the House 
than any other person in it, and said that he and the persons 
who had bean designated the. cor rporal’s guard “were censured 
because they insisted upon exercising an inde perident judgment 
and refused to be led by the nose at caucus dictation,” and they 
were thus censured while other gentlemen ofthe Whig pariy, 
who had likewise been found in opposition to the chairman of 
the Conmittee of Ways and Means, escaped without reproach. 
He ridiculed the: 1dea that six members on that floor could be 

‘answerable for the business of the House so Jong as the gentle- 
man from New York was supported by a majority which at the 
ex‘ra session could pass a measure so important as the Bank 
Bi:!, in two hours, without dotting an Zor crossizg at. What 
was the reason the WI higs, with a majority of thirty in this 
House, could not carry ou the Government? It was because 
they had bezgnn “President making.” 

Mr. SAMPSON MASON asked if the gentleman from Ohio 
was inorder any more than the gentleman from Ohio (Myr. 
Gippings] who bad just read a lecture to the House. 

Mr. PROFETE said he was replying to the gentleman from 
New York (Ms. Finumors) who had accused him and jhis 
friends of obstructing the public business. Hethen proceeded 
to show, by the Congressional Globe, in reply to the remarks of 
of Mr. FILLMOR that the diminution of the time of the 
loan at the ex sessiva, hal been the means of prevent- 
fig its negotiation; that the motion to diminish the time 
f om ocight to three years, was made b r. FiLLMORS bhim- 
self. In justification of his rejection o he party trammels, 
he asserted that eight cutot ten acts of the extra session were 
for political cffeet on! ty; and they were passed while many 
abuses in the Depariments were left untouched, Hethenex- 
pressed the loathing which was created by the greedy cravings 
for the spoils of victory, and briefly adverted to the bitter de- 
nunciations that had been heaped on him because he would not 
bow to the dictation of the triumphant and victorious party. 
Mr. P. spoke of the bitterness of party sniritat the present scs- 
sion, and the acrimony with which the Executive and his:snp- 
porters on this floor had been attacked; and added, that many of 
these gentlemen, who bad been the mest violent ia their denun- 
ciations, had been seeking for office from him. It was buta 
short time since he had a paper thrust in his face, to which se- 
veral signatures were appended, recommending a gentleman to 
a lucrative office, any this very gentleman was one who, the 
ober day, made a speech which contained a most violent atlack 
on the President and on his friend trom Virginia, (Mr. Wrsz,} 

whom he denominated as “one of the peculiar friends of the 
Be ecutive” 

Several calls to order were made; and 

Me. JOHN C. CLARK asked if the gentleman tal allnded 
t him, 

Mr. PROFFIT said he had referred to no gentleman by 

; nor had he designated amy genUeman by the name of iis 


nan 
Sta 
Me. J. C. CLARK insisted that he was the persen alluded to 
by ihe gentleman from Indi iana, as he spoke of che gentieman 
who replied to the genUeman from Virginia, r LARK then 
made an indignant denial that be had soughtofi ce from the Bx- 
ecntive, orever, by a word or whisper, asked his friends to do 
it for him. If it was dons, it was without his having requested 
anctioned it. 
. PROFEIT continued his remarks, and said that he had 
sped to no gontieman particularly, and therefore he was not 
ol order, 
ty, GEN ERY interr 
f had n applied fi 
ya tsa m between Me 


piet M Mr. Taomen: and asked ee him- 


eey. sought office from ihe Tate or e pri ; devt, and 

thatno such application had been made by tiends. If gens 

temen could find any leiter from any of bis friends asking office 

for sin, he would be willing to admit thatthe ap; jlication came 

trom him; for he should consider it as an unpardonable liberty 

taken with his name, for any of his friends to ask for office fur 
him, without his approbation and consent, 

Mr P. then gave way (without cs onelu ding) to a motion that 
thecommitte rise; which motion prevailing, the commiitee 
rose, 

And the House adjourned, 

Ia the reportof Thursday’s proceeding’s Mr. Stan.y’s re- 
mark, “That gentleman so seldom speaks here that J have a 
great ‘mind to give him the floor’ was applied to Mr. Gorpon 
of New York, and zot to Mr, Wise 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
SATURDAY, March 19. 1812. 

The journal of yesterday was read and a pproved. 

Mr, REED, on leave given, presented certain petitions, which 
were erred, A 
i a conversation occurred between Messrs. HOPKINS 
and FILLMORE as to rescinding the resolution of yesterday 
dirseting the clerk of Cre House to ascertain the probible ex- 
pense of lithographing the map accom panying the report ofthe 
commissioners appointed to survey the bi poundary iine between 
the United States and Texas, d bat the Reporter did not ua- 
derstand that aay farther action was taken thereon. : 

Mr. J. T. MASON, in pursuance of notice heretofore given, 
moved to reconsider the vote of a previous day by which | abill 
allowing the seven years’ half pay due in ronsequence of the 


$ 


„dark on the subject. 


death in in the: service Auring ibo Rovolitionary war of Colonel Il vies" aad loamematen, GU Ecc aa service during the Revolutionary wat of Colonel 
Froncis Eppes, of the Virginia Continental Line, had beeu re- 
jected. 

The motion was advocated by Messrs. MASON, TALLIA- 
FERRO, and GOODE, of Virgibia, and opposed by Messrs. 
TIALL and JAMES; and some explanasionă were made by Mr. 
SMITH of Virginia. 

Mr. HALL said he was opposed to this claim, and to the 
whole'class of claims of-this description, and went into a histo- 
ry of the legislation of Congress and: other proceedings in re- 
gard to them. The claim was fourtded on resolutions of Con- 
gress passed May 15, 1778, and August 24, 1780. The. resolu- 
tione promised the seven years’ half pay to the widows and or- 
phans of certain continental officers, but recommended the. se- 
veral States to make provision for its payment. The. States 
did make provision for such payment, and inthe settlement of 
their accounts with the United States in 1793 charged the Uni- 
. ted States with the payments they had made; but the accounts 

were destroyed, and it was now impracticable to ascertain ac- 

curately whose claims had been paid and whose not. These 
claims had slept from 1794 tiil 1832, during which time not one 
had been allowed. Since they had been thus revived, the 

Third Auditor, under the direction ofthe Secretary of War, had 

applied to the several States for a list of their allowances. A 

majority of the States, he believed, had returned that their re. 

cords furnished no information on the subject. Others had fur- 
nished such lists as they were able, none of which, he believed, 
could be relied upon as perfect lists. He mentioned the Staʻes 
of North Carolina and Maryland, both of which returned that 
their records furnished no information of any such payments. 
But he showed, from other evidence, that bath States did pass 
laws in ohedience to the resolution of Congress, ani! did make 
such payments, thongh no lists could now be obtained. 

< If this class of claims were now allowed, the States would 
either be put upon an unequal footing, or we must legislate 
wholly in the dark. The claims from Novth Carolina and 
Maryland must either be rejected because they bad made no 
returns, and it was therefore impossible to ascertain whether 
their claims had been paid or not, or we must, contrary to 
known facta, presunie them all unpaid and allow all. Several 
other States were in the like siuation, The State of Virginia, 
from which this claim came, had furnished a fistof such pay- 

ments as the Auditor had been able to find on the records in his 
office; pul the Auditor himself had not confidence that his list 
wasa full one. To show this, Mr. H. read a. certificate from 
the Aud tor, given in another case now pending 48 Congress, in 
which the Author, after certifying ihat he found no evidence on 
, bis books th tthe seven years? half pay of the officer named 
* had been paid, conctuded with a saivo declaring “that the cer- 
tificate was not to be taken asa positive affirmation that such. 
payinent had not been made.” It was evident that the Audior 
consid tered thai the payment might have been made, and yet he 
pright be unable to find any evidence onthe subject; or, m other 
words. that he deemed his records of these payments imper- 

fect. Its as therefore uncertain whether the claim now under 
consideration had not been paid. We were legisiaung in the 


Mr. H, said Goionel Eppes, for whose services the present 
claim was made, had died in the yeur 1777, before the passage 
of either of the halfpay resolutions, and he convended that 
those resolutions tid not embrace the cases of any cfficets who 
died previous to May 15, 1778. Some of the States, in the acis 
they had passed for carrying into eflect the resolution of August 
24, 17 30, had varied somewhat from the terms of those resolu- 
tions. Some, he believed, bad provided for_cases where the 
death occurred previous to May 15, 1778, andsome not, How 
their accounts were adjusted by the Board of Comm 
in 1793, it was now impossible to say. But the dec 
Con op io 1232 had beer nniform on the subject, 


Up to 
thattime all claims, where the death of the officer ocenrred 


previous to May 15, ‘1778, had been negiected. 
was the fair and reasonable conser 
t me t tne ofhet f 


He believed that 
ton of the resolutions. 
huwiion of May 15, 1778, 
he object of the resolu: 
ing disbanded by iheir 
e. “ph le y Suden prom l to all mi itiary 
orei by Congress, then in service, and whe 
the end of the war, seven years? half 
pay. ny con ba ined no provision for these who had previously 
the 3 There was no necessity for such provisian, 
olive of August 24, 1789, was predicated on the previors 
as intended to provide for the widows andor. 
i and those enly who were embraced by 
ou. A portion of the Linguage cf the last 
though! sufficien'ly broad to embrace other 
i rst, bat he thought such nat 
ynetion. Fhe resolution of 
! of May 15, 1778, granting half- 
to the officers of the army who shcuid con- 
eto the en! of the war, be extended to the 
widows of those officers who have died, er shall hereafter die, 
in the services.” ‘The wards ‘who have died or shal} Lereafier 
die, in the service,” were necessary to be inserted in order toem- 
brace the officers included in the resolution of May 15, 1778, and 
they had their fall force without applying them to any of her of- 
ficers. Unconnected with other part of the resolution, they 
might, it ts true arlu. a all the who had died from the 
comme ment o but cat constr uction seemed incon- 
s with the object a a language ofthe whole resolution., The 
object ofibe last resolution is declared to be to extend the 
visiona of the fir: How extend its provisions? The first reso. 
lution had promised the half-pay for seven years to certain oth- 
cers. The second extended to the widows of those officers in 
case of their death. If it had designed to extend it to the wi- 
dows of other off y, it would have e expressly so declared. 
That the second ion was in same respects limited by the 
first could nat be denied. ‘Phe term officers in the second reso- 
lation is sufficiently broad to include ali persons coming under 
that denomination, as, for instance, surgeons, quartermaster 
and militfs cficers. Would it be contended they were em- 
braced? The words of the secand resolation were evidently 
limited in that respect by those of the first. The widows must 
be widows of military officers who had been commissioned by 
Congress. Ifthey were chus Hmited in these two particulars, 
he thonght they must be in the next, to wit, to the widows of 
officers “then in service,” that is. in service at the time of the 
passage of the first resolution. The term “those officers” in the 
second resolution, to the widows of whom the half-pay was ex 
tended, seemed evidently to refer to those officers who had 
been promised the half-pay by the previous resolution, to wit: 
to military officers, commissioned by Congress, then in ser- 
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the previous resol 
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vice;” and it appeared: very plain to hi that the resolution of 
August 24, 1780, wasnot iniended to embrace any other... ~~ 

Such, as he had beforestated; had been the-mniform. constritc= 
tion of Congress upto 1882. In 1787 a committee of the old Con- 
gress had so reported, and had rejected:the claim: of a. widow.” 
whose husband had died previous to May, 1778. General. Knox, 
while Secretary of War, had, in 1791, suggested to Congress | 
the propriety of including those officers in the provision; and 
in 1792 a bill passed the House which included the names. of- 
seven officers who had died previous to the passage of the re- 
solution of May, 1778, andseven who had. died after; ite: pase 
sage. Inthe Senate the names of all the officers who had died: 
previous to the resolution were stricken outwith which amend- 
ment the House concurred, and the act. passed including only 
those whose death had occurred afier May, 1778, Here. then, 
was asolemn decision of Congress against- the validity. af 
theseclaims. This act was passed. March 27, 1792. Qn the 
234 of che same month another act had been passed for the set- 
ulement of this claes of claims for two years at the ‘Treasury, 
aiter which all not presented were to be barred... Under this 
act some twenty or thirty claims of this description were. ad. 
justed by the accounting officers, all of which were cages 
in which the otficer had died after May, 1778; the legislative 
construction of Congress having been unifermly adhered to by 
the Departments. 

From 17% these claims had slept until 1832, when, after a 
lapse of thirty-eight years, the papers had been Hunted up from 
the files of Congress, and some of the claims which had been 
rejected by Congress i in 1792, being presented in a plausible 
shape, were among the first to be allowed. Since that time 
abouttwenty five claims , amounting to over $50,000 had been 
allowed by special acts, | not one of which would bave been al- 
lowed in 1792, and not one of which, he helieved, ought to have 
beenallowed. In a Jarge proportion of the cases the claims 
were so bad that noone wonld undertake to defend them. In 
several of the cases it now appeared, by record evidence, that 
the officer did not die in the service, but had resigned his com. 
mission. and he instanced the cases of Alexander Brownlee, 
John Gregory, and Peter Helpbinstine, from Virginia, all of 
whom had resigned their commissions. The widuw of Abra» 
ham Riker had been allowed the half pay by act of June 30, 

ISBk. li never appeared by returns from the Blate of New 
York to Mr. Hagner that she had previously been paidthe half 
pay by that State. So inthe case of Richard Campbell, whose 
widow had been previously paid by Virginia, end of John 
McClelland, whose widow and children had been paid by 
Peansylvania. The evidence of previous payment in the 

Jast case did not appear from the returpsin Mr. Hagner’s of 
fice, though be had heen furnished with reruns from that 
State, but was proved by certificates on file inthe House. This 
showed that the returns fromthe States were not to be relied 
on. 
awe of the other cases allowed were for hospital surgeons, 
and two for navy ctis zers, neither of which classes of cficers 
were included inthe resolatiogs, or could, make any. preten- 
sions io the half-pay. Ja all the otker caacs the cfficers had 
died previous to May, 1778, and in several of them there were 
other defects. In some of the cases it was claimed that the 
money had been paid to the wrong persons; aod two petitions , 
were now pending, alleging fraud in those who received the 
money, and claiming 18 second payment tothe petitioners. . 
Under the circumstances attending these claims there was obe 
vious!y no security to the Government in attempting to low 
them at the present cay, and great uncertainty whether the 
money would go to the real claimants. He ‘new it aught be 
said that the existence of bad claims ought not to Prejudice 
those which wore good l; bat (his was no auswer to his objection 
to these claims, The oblection was, that ike claims had been. 
suffered to lie until, by the lapse of time and the destruction of 
records, it bad become impossible to distr guish the good claima 
from the bad—impossible to ascertain that any of tiem were 
good. There was no equity in favor of these claims, The 
Claimants had full opportunity to present them for adjustment 
to the States in which they lived for eight years, and to this 
Government for four years more, at atime when all the facts 
could have been fully shown, An intimate knowledge of the 
hisiory of that period would satisfy any one that the cr: ditora 
of the Government were then as much alive to their interests, 
and as Hule liable to cmit presenting their claims, as they were 
at the present day. Is there any probability that such claitns 
arising atthe present fime are left vopresented? Tt was to be 
presumed that all just claims had then been presented and 
allowed. The claims which had been allowed since 1832 
coultt not be considered as precedents for further legislation, 
Ifthey were. they were precedents that would justify any al- 
lowances wha‘ever. The subject of the seven years’ halfpay 
had not before, to his knowledge, beeu discussed. The cases 
had all passed silenti through the Honse, without attracting 
the attention of others than the committees who reported them, 
and the facts he had stated had shown that they had often 
een led into the most palpable errors in regard tothem., He 
thought it was time further legislation on this subject should 
cease, 

Mr. EY. said there was another question which arose in the 
particular case under consideratis m, but he did not intend to de- 

te it. 
rie and the petitioner wus not of the bioud of the officer, but 
claimed the amount of the pay as a legacy uncer the will of an 
heir. He had been disposed to consider the half-pay in the na 
ture of debt, which the widow, ifshe lived single for seven 
years, would be entitled lo claim of the Government, and, con- 
sequently, that ifit was pot received by her in her life time, it 
mizht be demanded by her representative, as a part of her es- 
taie. Ifsach were tle construction of the resolutivn of 1780, he 
saw no objection tu this claim that would not apply to all 
others. ‘f here were others, huwever, in whose opinions he had 
great confidence, who considered the pay as @ gf « Which 
could only beclaimed by the widow or orphan in person, and 
that if they omitted to clair is it ceased to be due. On thiscon- 
struction the present Claimant was net entiied. He confessed, 
however, that he had not examined the question very fully, and 
had not the most perfect confidence in hig own opinion. But he 
ai not intend to discuss the points, and would say nothing fur- 
ther on the subject ofthe claim. 

Mr. HOPKINS móýzalthe previous question, 
aR a ECON 

And ite maio question was ordered to be now taken. 

Mr. MASON of Maryland asked the yeas and nays on the 
main question—leing on the motion toreconsider—which were 
ordered; and, being taken, were—yeas 82, nays 90, 

So the yote was not reconsidered, 


Neither the widow nor children of Francis Eppes were 


‘A niessage wad received from the President’ of the United 
States by the hands of Joan TYLER, jr. esq. his Private Secreta- 
ry, informing the House that the.President had approved and 
signed gprtain bilis therein referred to.} <- 

Bome conversation ensued- bétween Messrs. FILLMORE, 
GIDDINGS, and the SPEAKER, in relation to the order of 


business— fi : $ : i 
When My. UNDERWOOD moved a-suspeneion of the rules 
for the pugsose of taking up and disposing of the District Bauk 


bill, which had been returned from the Senate with an amend. ` 


ment. Mr. U. remarked. that if the House intended to pass the 
ae ic should be done; if not, the people of the District ought to 

nowdit, =. > s ° 

Mir, CLIFFORD. asked the yeas and nays on the motion to 
svapend the rulea; which were ordered. `` 

Mr, UNDERW»)OD thereupon withdrew the motion. 

Mr, FILLMORE moved that the House resolve itself into 
Commitee of the Whole on the State of the Union; but waived 
the motion at the request of the SPEAKER, who laid before the 
House the following Executive communications: 

Acleuver from the Secretary of the Treasury, in answer to a re- 
solntion of the House of the 16th- instant, as to whether any 


offers were made to take, the balance of the loan authorized by ` 


the act of 2ist July, ISAL j : 

A lostei from the Secretary of the navy, in answer to a resolu- 
tion of the [Hduse of the Lith mstant, relating to the contract for 
the erection of a custom-house in Savannah, 

A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting co- 
pies-of instructions relative to the co!lecuon of tonnage duties, 
&c. made in obedience to a resolution of the House of the 2ist 
February last A 

‘A letter irom the Secretary of the Treasury, tsansmitting a 
report on the expenditures of light-houses, in answer to a reso- 
Jution of the Huuse of the t4th of February last. 

A letter from the Secretary of State, transmitting an answer 
to the resolution of the House of 28th February last, calling for 
all tha information in the Department of Stare relating w the 
boundary line between the Siate of Missouri and the Territory 
Jowa. 

Aletter from the Secretary of War, transmitting in obedience 
to law a reportof the contingent expenses of the military esta- 
plish ment. . ee 

A letter from the Secretary of War, in answer to a resolution 
of the House of the Llth of February last, calling for informa- 
tion in relation to the settlement of claims against the Powtawa- 
tamie and other tribes of Indians, i 

A lener from the Comptroller of the Treasury, transmitting a 
statement of balances on the books of the Register of the Trea- 
sury remaining unsettled for three years prior to the 30.h of 
September last. i 

A letter from the Postmaster General, in answer to the reso- 
Jution of the House of the 23d of Februaay last, calling for in- 
foymation as to whether any further lèsialiüon is necessary to 
enable the Post Office Department to make such arrangements 
as will insure the prompt forwarding of letters from this coun- 
try through foreign post offices. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House certain resolu: 
tlons ofthe Territory of Wisconsin, in relation to the bouns 
dary line between that Territory and the State of Michigan; 
which were referred to the Committee on the Territories, 

By genera! consent, a number of Senate bills on the Spez- 
kea table were taken up on their first and second reading, and 
appropriately relerred. 7 

TAE LOAN BILL. 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, (it being now half psst 2 
o'clock, ) the House resolved itself into Cominittee of the Whole 
onthe state of the Union, (Mr. Waro of New York in ug 
chair,) and resumed the consideration of the bill “for the exten- 
sion of the loan of 184ly and for an addition of five millions of 
dollars thereto.’? 

The pending qnestion was on the motion of Mr, Finumozs 
Cunder direction of the Committee of Ways ant Means) i0 
add, after the third section of the bill, the tullowing as section 
No. 4. 

And be it further enacted, That the proviso to the second 
section of said ace is hereby repealed, and the Secretary of the 
Treasury is hereby authorized to cause the stock hereafier to 
Þe issued to be disposed of atthe highest price which he can 
obtain for the same on its being advertised in reasonable time 
for proposals; but no stock whatever shall be sold under par 
except uson and in pursuance of a specific advertisement ard 
in virtue thereof, 

Which said amendment Mr. Evererr had moved te amend 
by striking out al) after the word “that,” in the first line, and 
inserting “it shail be the duty of the Secretary of the Treas 
ry to dispose of the said loan at the shortest period of payment 
at which the same can be disposed of at par, not exceeding 
twenty years.” ; 2 

And the question being on the amendment to the amerd. 


ment=- 

Mr. PROFFIT vesumed and concluded his remarks; [amidst 
some soterruptica on a point of order, which is unintelligible 
without the remarks tnemsel ves. ] 

Mr, GENTRY obiamed the floor, and on bis motion, the 
committee rose and reparted. 

On leave giyen Mr. Ward presented the petiiition of Eiza- 
beth Harris for a pension, which was referred to the Commit 
ten an Revolutionary Penaions. 

On motion of Mr. MEDiLL, a change of reference in a certain 
case (name and destination nut heard by the Keporter) was or- 
dered. 

On leave given, Mr. FILLMORE offered the following resolu. 
dion, which was adupted : , 

Resolved, That the Committee of Waysand Means be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill for 
anch contingent funds as have been or may be stricken from the 
civil and diplomatic bill and for the abolishing ofsuch offices 
as are useless and unnecessary for the public service, and re- 
duce the items to specification as fac as practicable. 

Mr FILLMORE also offered the folowing, 
adopted: 

Whereas the judicial expenses of the Government have of 
late years been greatly augmented, so that the appropriaten for 
this purpose, which in 182i was bat two hundred thousand nine 
hundred dollars, in 1840 had risen to the sum of four hundred 
and seventy-one thonsand dollars, und itis believed tHat an in- 
vesiigation of the suhject, carefully conducted, wouid lead to a 


which were 


„ datection of defects in the law and abuses in its exercise, which, 


if properly corrected, would save annually to the Urited 
States a large sum of money without in any degree impairing 
#9 sficiont action of this important branch of the Government: 


. ment, and a contribution of- knowledge and experience from 


‘And whereas such an investigation, co to be conducted that 
While iL results in retrenchment of expenditure, it may not in- 
terfere with the wholesome action of the judiciary, will require - 
the active co-operation of different departments of the Govera- 


every. practical quarter, and may cail for moretime and mi- 
nateness bf examination ino local State laws. &c. than can be 
given to the subjegtby a committe» of Congress: 

Therefore, Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury, 
wih the egency and assistance of the proper functionary of the 
Treasury Department, is hereby authorized and required to 
examine into the judicial expenses ef this Government, andthe 
Jaws and usages under which they are made, in the District f 

Yelumbia and in the several States and Territories of the 
United States, and to report to this House wherein these ex- 
penses may be lessened without prejudice tothe public interest, 
andany defects which may exist in the said laws and usages, 
for the taxation, allowance, and expenditure of such judicial 
expenses, inquiring and reporting— i 

1. What amendments, if any, are required in the law of costs, 
either as to the amount of fas and costs charged, the manner 
of allowance ortaxation, under what circumstances the same 
should be paid by the Government, or in any other particular 
whatever. NR 

2.. Whether any. andif any, what provision should be made 
bylaw to regulate the nature, ailowance, and payment of the 
contingent expenses of the courts, or the contingent expenses 
which should he paid outof such judiciary find; and especially 
that provision be made to abolish ail per diem allowances for 
oflicers; and whether apy alteration can be made advantageous. 
ly in the Jength of time occupied in the actual sessions of the 
courts, and in the unnecessary attendance from day to day of 
jurors and witnesses. 

‘And the said functionary is hereby authorized and required 
to accompany bia report with sucisspecific plans as may in his 
judgmeni furnish a remecy for the mischiefs which exist or are 
supposed to exist in the present system. 

Be it further resolved, ‘Vhat the juiges of the courts, their 
clerks, the dis rict attorneys and marshals, are hereby required 
to fu nish to the said functionsty such information as he may 
ask them to give, to enable him io execute the trust committed 
to him by these resolutions, 

‘And he it further resolved, That the reports be made as 
speedily as circums'ances will permit. 

Mr. JOUN P. KENNEDY, from the. Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill for the reliefof John McColgan, accom. 
panied by a report. i 

On leave given, Mr. EVERETT. from the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, reported a bill for the settlement of the claim 
of Richard W. Meade. 

And then the House adjourned, 


IN SENATE, 
Monpay, March ZI, 1342. | 

Mr. BARROW presented resulutions passed by the Legisia- ! 
ture of Louisiana, in relation to the cenduct of the authorines of | 
Mexico towards our Consul at Santa Fe, and expressive of the 
feelings of that Legislature as to the conduct of Mexico, in her 

treatment ofthe American citizens at Santa Fe, who had joined 
the trading expedition from Texas. Mr. B. saidthat at this 
very time American citizens were working in chains in the 
streets of Mexico, The communication which had taken place 
between this Government and the Mexican Minister relative to 
the treatment ofAmerican citizens, and demanding their ye- 
lease, which had been called for, and reported to the Senate, 
was softisiently energetic and positive when it wes written, and |i 
on the state of facts as then known; but it was time now that 
the Executive of this nation should take a higher tone, and 
adopt more energetic measures to obtain the release of these 
American citizens from bondage. Mr. B, said he would not ex- 
press his opinion ef the present. Dictator who rules the Mexi- 
cannation. The language which he should be forced to use, if 
called upon to express his opinion of him, would be uabecotn 
ing and imprudent, especially s9 on the present occasion. 
He hoped the Executive would instruct our Minister to demand 
in a preremptory manner the release of Mr. Kendall, and some 
sixty or seventy others, who were now treated with the utmost 
cruelty, and compelled to perform the most servile labor Mr. 
Kendali was wellknown to him, and was his personal friend. 
He is the Editor of that most interesting and talented paper, the 
Pycayune. This gentleman went to the Mexican dominion un ji 
cer the sanction and protection, as he supposed, ofa passport 
given to him by the Mexican Consul residing at New Orleans; 
and under the higher one, the name and character ofan Ame. 
rican citizen, which certainly should ve snfficient to protect oar 
citizens in every quarter ofthe globe. THe felt the greatest soli- 
citude andsympathy for Mr. Kendall,and ali those who are there 
in chains, and should be liberated. The resolution, he said 

breathed the true American feeling. They declare that this 

Yovernment had endured the insolence and intolerance of fo- 
reign nations, and particularly of Mexico, too tong, and that it 
was now time to terminate the evils of which the Legislature 
complained. 

The resolutions were then reac and referred to the Commitiee 
on Foreign re'ations, 

Mr. BARROW also presented resolutions of the Legislature 
of Louisiana, in relation to the Marquis De Maison Rouge grant: 
refered to the Committee on Public Lands. re 4 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Senate a message 
from the President of the United States, communicating the 
proceedings of the commissioners appointed to survey the boun- 
dary line between the United States and Mexico, in answer to a 
resolution ofthe Senate of the 2d ultimo. 

Gn motion of Mr. LINN, ordered to be printed, and to bere- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. j 

Mr. TAPPAN remarked that on the 25th of January last, the 
Legislature of Ohio passed resolutions imstructing the Sena- 
tors and requesting the Represeniatives fram that State, to 
urge the passage of a Jaw to refund, with interest, the fine and 
costsimposed upon General Jackson by the district judge of 

isiava, in 1815. The Governor's letter, transmitting to him 
resolutions, was dated the 5) day of March, and posi- 
marked the 3:h instant, notwithstandixg they were passed on 
the 25:h of January; and had reached him on the 14ih instant 
Ve mentioned these circumstances that the people of Ohio 
‘and of the nation might see the reason why the resolutions 
were not sooner presented, and which ought to have been re. 
ceived by him in January last. This” delay had throw 
the responsibility on the Senator from "Missouri TM 


Jann] to intreduce a bill having the same object in view wh} 
was contemplated by the Legislature; which 


il 


No one could deny that the fine and cos interest, ought 
to be refunded, because it was wrongfully nd legally imposed, 
put it had been paid by him, and it-had gone inte the Treasury 
of the United States, and because the fine was imposed under 
the decision of the District Court, which was notthe proper tri- 
bunal for that parpose. = 

On the Gio: January, 1815, General Jackson found the con- 
dition of things to be such as required him to declare the city 
of New-Oxjeans tobe under martial law; and this rermatka- 
ble patriot had given his reasons for the adopiien of that 
measure. hey were, among others, that he was ad 
vised to take this sep, net. oniy by the Governor of 
Louisiana, but by many influential persons, as the only 
means of overcoming dissension and detecting treason. The 


_ propriety of declaring martial law was discuceed in presence 


of the honorable judge who inflicted the fine, and as he made no 
objeciion to the adopiion of this measure, It was presumed that 
he acquiesced in it by remaining silent. i i 

Afer some further remarks, which wiil be given hereafter, 
he submitted a resolation instructing the Committee on the 
Judiciary to report immediately the biil introduced by the Se- 
nator from Missouri torefung the fine Imposed upon General 
Jackson. 

Mr. CLAY objected to the consideration of the resolution, 
and it was laid upon the table. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented two memorials from Perry 
connty, and one from Schnytkill, in regard to the iron interest, 
praying protection to that interest by the imposition of the ta * 
ritfof duties of 1839: referred to the Comanties on Manufac* 
tures, 

Also presented a memorial from the town of Oxford, in Phi- 
ladel pbia county, calling the altention of Congress to the alarm» 
ing increaseof vice and crime throughout the nation, and at- 
tributing ifto the use of spiritue liquor. The memioriatists 
pray that Cor i} pass w preventing its importation, 
or if not, to duties as will reduce the quantity importe 
ed: laid on the table. 

Also presented a memorial from Somerset county, Pennsyl- 
vania, atūibutingal the evils and ‘suffering in the country to 
the compromise act; and anticipating greater evils from it, 
and asking arevision of the tariff with a view to protection, 

Also a memorial from citizens of the State cf Pennsylvania, 
asking a revision of tie taf, and attributing the evilsof the 
country to the operations of the laws laying duties. 

Ajao a memoria! from Columbia cou:ty, stating that the pos 
licy of foreign governments is uncompromising, though they 
hold out free trade. For the protection of the industry of the 
country, they esk that countervailing duties may be imposed 
on thos: countries which do not receive our products on puns 
ciples of reciprocity: referred to the Conuniuee on Manuface 
tures. 

Also, presented the petition of Elizabeth Josiah, who was a 
pensioner under the act of July, 1838; asking the continuance 
ofthe pension Gy the revival of that act: referred to the Com 
mittee on Pensions, 

Mr. BERRIGN presented the petition of Oulando Saltmarsh 
and William Failer, praying compensation for services rene 
dered the Government by carrying the mati in Georgia: refer- 
red to tne Committee on Claims. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented a memcrial from Tompkins 
county, New York, praying that the Governmeat will demand 
the release of the can citizens who accompanied the Santa 
Fe expedision, and whoare now held in bondage in the city of 
Mexico: referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations, 

Also, presen'ed the petition of David Welch of Madison coun- 
y New York, for a pension: reierred to the Committee on 

e s 

4ise, presented a memorial from masters of vessels in New 
York, remonstrating against the repeal of the pilot law ot 1837: 
Jaid on the table, 

Aiso, prearnted a memorial from Rochester, New York, 
signed by L718 persons, praying for euch a revision of the tariff 
as wil afford ample protecuen to the manufacturers: referred 
to the Committee on Manufactures. 

Also, a petition from Lebanon, Madison county, New York, 
prayivg that Texas may not be annexed to the United States: 
iaid on the tabie. 

Also, a memorial from Essex county, New York, recom: 
mending the adoption of the Exchequer plan cf the President 
aed such modifications as Congress deem proper: laid on the 
tibie. 

Also, a memor 
cities, in favor of 
to the Committee ¢ 

Mr. CHOATE p 


ê 


1 from citizens of New York and Brooklyn 
tection to domestic manufactures: referred 


:nted presented a memorial from W, P, 
Jameson and othe: praying aspecific, instead ef an ad vas 
lsram duty on nufactured cottons: referred to the Com: 
ee on Manufactures. 

Mr. CHOATS submitted the folowing resolution which lays 
on the table till to-morrow, 

ne Secretary of State be instructed to report 


Resolved, That t: 
to the Senate a statement of il treaties or other arrangements 
now existing between the United States and other Governments. 
in which the princip‘es of reciprocity and equality of duties and 
tonnage, whether in the direct or the indirect trade are sipu. 
lated, together wiih the dates of such treaties, and the periods 

speciively at which the stipulations above mentioned will 
ease; and any evidence showing the effect of such stipulations 
on commerce and navigation of the United Stites, 

Mr. CLAY said he had a letier enclosing a petition, with a 
ninpber of signa: é ihemselves to be baye. Tt 
was from the county ¢ ork, Penasyivania. Mr. C. said there 
was nothing dis ciful in it, and he took pleasure in present. 
ing it, The petitioners request Congress to lay a high duty on 
allimportations, toeacourege American industry. They say 
thatthey are growing up to manhood, and hope that when 
they are grown they may not see such times as now—the 
want ofemployment, &c.; referred to the Committee on Manu. 
factures. 

Mr. WOODEURY presented the petim of David Carriers 
for an invalid mension: referred to ibe Cuminitiee on Pensions, 

Mr. WALKER pr d the petiton of Alexander T Me. 
Murtry of Natchez, Miss praying (hathe may be niid 
the amont due him by the Goverameut for tbe purch oe 
tract ofland for the erection of a marine hospital: 
the Committee on Claims. ona 

Mr. YOUNG presenteda petition from Dupage and La Salle 
counties, Hlincis, for an additional grant af land to aid in tbe 
completion of the Trois and Mic iigan canal: referred to the 
Committee on the Publie Lands. ~ 

Also, a petition from Dupage county, Minois, preying fe: tha 


é 
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establishment of a post route from Juliet, Will county, to Dun 
dee, in Kanecounty, in sald State: referred iv the Committee 
on Post Offices.and Post Roads. 2 

On motion of Mr. YOUNG, leave was granted to withdraw 
from the flies of the Senate a petition and ce?tain papers of the 
Latter day Saints, to be laid before the eommittce having 
charge of the subject in the other House. 

REMOVALS FROM OFFICE. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said that, sometime during the extra ses- 
sion, upon his motionas amended by the Senator from North 
Carolina, a resolution was passed asking the President of the 
United States to communicate to Congressa -list of all there- 
Movalsand appuintments of all public officers ni since the 
fourth of March of last year; and if he were not mistaken, it 
comprehended the whole period since the commencement of 
General Jackson’s administration, ‘That reso'ution had sever 
been complied with, he believed, for he had heard nothing 
aboutit since. I: was not his intention, however, to offer 
another resolution upon the subject at presens, but. merely to 
allude to the circumstance, and to express the hope that that 
resolution would bè answered at some convenient season, 

Mr. LUNN, on leave, andagreeably to notice given, introduced 
a bill to authenticate the printed puolication ofa report on the 
final adjustment of land claims in Missouri; which was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims, 

Mr. SMITH, from the Commitee on Public Lands, reported 
a bill for the relief of Wiliam Wailer; which was read, and or- 
dered to a second reading. 

- Mr. S. also from the Committee cv; Public Lands to which was 
referred the petition of Marcelin ‘Tassin, praying the right of 
pre-emption toa portion of a school section’of land, reported 
adversely on the prayer. 

Also from the same committee, reported a hil] for the relief 
of Beckford C. Matthews; which was read, and ordered to a se- 
cond reading. 

Mr. MERRICK presented a memorial from Joseph L. Sinith, 
in favor of the establishment ofan Agricultura] Department at 
Washington: referred to the Commitee on Agriculture, 

On motion of Mr, McROBERTS, 

Resolved, Thatthe Committece on the Post O 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
jog a majl route from Shelbyville, Linois, Ly Hulsborough to 
Alton, in said State. 

Mr. MCR. also gave notice that he would on to-morrow move 
to take up the biil amendatory of the pre-emption portions of 
the Distr.bution act. 

On motion of Mr. YOUNG, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of Yar be instructed to report 
to the Senate whether. ia his opinion, | auon sary to 
authorize the sale of tne tead mine lan the ž inoi 
and the Territories of Wisconsin and Iowa, ang whether the 
same may be disposed of, ia his discretion, umier existing 
laws. 

On motion of Mr. YOUNG, 

Resolved, That the Committee oa the Post 
Roads be iuatrucied to inquire inte the exp y of establish. 
ing a post road from Tremont, in Tazewell county, Ilinois, by 
way of Washington, Partridge Point, Crow Meadow, Sandy 
Creek, Magnolia, Vermilion, Vermilionville and Point Repub- 
lic Post Office, Ottawa, in Lasalle county, in said State, 

The engrossed till jor the relief of Thomas M, Isett, was read 
the third time and passed. 

Mr. CLAY calied for the orders of the day. 

RETRENCHMENT AND REFORM. 

The Senate then took up the resolutions o 


Office and Post 


Cuayfto in- 


crease the tariff above the maximum of the coBjpronisg act; to 
repeal that provision of the diswibutionact, which regulresits 
operation to be suspended if a duty of more than £0 pa cent. be 
demanded to support the Government; to retrenfh d econo- 
mize the expenses of Government, 

To which Mr, Wricut had proposed amendnggts—in favor 
of practical economy, by abolisbicg useless offices; by lopping 


offall unnecessary expenses in Congress and all the Depart- 
ments of the Government; aud by repeating the distribution act, 
go as to render any increase of the tariffabove the compromise 
act, or any new burdens on the people, unnecessary. 

Mr HUNTINGTON said he was aware ihe resolutions be- 
fore the Senate had received a most elaborate and able discus: 
sion. The subjectcame to him somewhat exhausted of its in- 
terest; he theresore promised to be as brief as he possibly could. 
He would notgo into details now, as his sentiments would be 
more appropriately given on such bills as may be iutroduced in 
furtherance of the policy of these resoiutions. He weald 
dwell chiefly on the tariff question, and principally in reply to 
the views propounded by tbe Senator from South Carolina in 
relation to the compromise act. It was bis conviction thatit 
the Senator’s restrictions of the intent of that act were carried 
out, nosufficient revenue could be obtained for a proper admi- 
nistration of the Government, 

Much had beensaid about free trade, and much about pro- 
tection, The advocates of the former glorified its wisdom and 
policy, while they treated the doctrine of protection with con- 
demnation, as injurious and destructive to the best interests of 
the country. Kis purpose was to examine the basis on which 
these views were founded. Ife adverted to the table of exports 
quoted by the Senator from Maine; and from it deduced that 
specie tormed noin-onsidzrabie item, He then asked, what 


was meant by free trate? Wasit perfect recip y, or not? 
Je would anawer the question by giving a defialiion made by 
Mr. Robinson in the British Partiament, when he said that the 


English meaning was that, by means of the great adyantages 
which the British nation enjoyed, she should obtain a periect 
monopoly in supplying foreign countries with her manufac- 
tures, and then prevent other countries from ever being able to 
compete with her. Fe proceeded then to inquire inte the 
practical operation of this theory of free trade, and asked, what 
productions of this country did England admit free, or pearly 
free of duty, except the article of cation? Every thing else was 
taxed. The productions of this country were excluded from 
the mother country, and the trade with Canada was abaut to be 
exclu led also. This will cut off large exportations of provi- 
sions from the States bordering on the Jakes, which usually 
supply the Brhish colonies adjacent. There, he observed, 
was an evidence of the sort of free trade practised 
by Great Britain. Besides all this, she was monopolizing 
the carrying trade; and the prozuctions of the country were 
now exported in foreign botrams. By a triangular arrange- 
ment, British vessels bring fall cargoes to tne United States, 
take American productions to the West Indies, there nateralize 
them, and take them thence to England, free of duty, under the 
name of West India productions; thus monopolizing the carry- 


ing trade even of American products. A! this has proceeded 
from reciprocity treaties, which give all the advantages to Eng- 
land, and leave all the disadvantages for this country. He 
quoied a recent letter from the newspapers, stating the tonnage 
in Savannah on a certain day, in which statement the British 
tonnage is set down at three to one for American tonnage. The 
letter also stated ihat nearly, if not one half,of the cotton erop 
of this season would be sent from the United States in English 
and foreign vessels. He understood that impotis from Canton 
were received in New York by inglish ships. He was told 
more than one-fourth of the coffee imported into the United 
States was brought in forein vessels. The English steamships 
have monopolized the trade of carrying passengers, and would 
very soon, if some remedy was not applied, usurp the home 
carrying trade cf passengers between port and port of the 
United States. From all this he deduced three effects: first, the 
transfer of the carrying trade from this to. other countries; £0- 
cond, the exciusion of American products from England and 
her colonies; and third, theshutting up of foreign ports against 
American exports: He referred to the policy of Russia in re 
lation tothe doctrine of free trade, quoting from one of the 
New York pape-ssome comments on alate Russian ukase, on 
the necessity of resorting to the protective system. 

Ie then adverted to the policy of France as exhibited in a 
digest of reports before the Commitiee of Commerce in Paris, 
furnished by the European correspondent of the National In- 
telligencer; and asserted that the cunvocation of political econo- 
mists had closed by a declaration m favor of carrying the tariff 
system to the highest pitch of protection. He next referred to 
the policy of Prussia, by whfth sheis outvieing her neighbors 
in extending her domestic manufactures, especially in woollen 
goods: and quoted statistics of that country. He next stated 
he would leave that branch of the subject and pass to the ques- 
tion of American protection, and the doctrine of the Senator 
from South Carolina, that the intention and design of the State 
which he represented were, at tie time the compromise act 
was adopted, to put an end to, and put down forever, the protec- 
tive syatem. He denied that such was the intention of the other 
parties tothecompact, und he would proceed to show that it 
was the duty of the General Government now to revive the 
protective system. Hehelditto be a paramount doty of Con- 
gress to uphold and support American labor and productions 
against foreign competition. It was a right asserted and main- 
tained by the statesmen who formed the first Congress. The 
power, he contended, was to be found in the Constitution—in 
the clauses to lay duties and regulate commerce It would be 
strange i! a charter, which imposed as a duty the promotion 
of the general welfare, did not imply a duty to sustain 
and promote the labor and interests of the citizens who 
established the Government for their own benefit. He con- 
tended that the Cependence of the Jabor of one class was on the 
prosperity of the laborers of other classes; aud thus the mterests 
of all were mutual. He maintained that protection has the ef- 
fect of lowering the price of the articles protected. This he il 
lustrated by the effect of proiection on the domestic manufac 
ture of oifcioth end cat nails, of wrought iron and refined 
sugar, of tanned calf skins end hemlock sole leather, and trom 
this deduced the truth of the Senator from Kentucky’s predic- 
tion years ago, that protection would give to the consumers bet- 
ter articlés, and at cheaper prices, than foreign manufactu- 
rers could givethem. To illustrate the evils of free trade, te 
would refer to the policy of Turkey, which is a free trade 
conntry. He contended that the result of free trade in Turkey 
was that all the domestic manufactures of that country had 
‘ceased, and British goods had obtained a monopoly, which was 
fast. draining away ali the specie in return. He would say no- 
thing of currency, Treasury notes, loan hulls, é&c. for they would 
allcome up as separate measures, and he wouid then ‘leliver his 
views in full; but he would say that the best way of restoring 
both currency and credit, would be to establish around, just, 
and equitable protective tariff. Ifthis is not done, a monopoly 
will be given to the British manufacturer, end home labor and 


industry will be paralyzed. The British manufactu- 
rer hag not only the monopoly of his own home 
market, but. of the Briish colonies; and he takes 


care nozto overstock bis market, and sends bis surplus stock to 
this country, where it is sold by auciion, and the return steamer 
tikes him back a bill of sale, which gives him a basis for his 
drafton this country for specie. He does this, wheiher bis sur- 
plus will be sold at a loss or not; because the loss would be 
greater if he suffered his own market tobe glutted with his 
goods. Such competition es the artisan oat of his work- 
shop, and he ceases to he a consumer of what he is driven to 
raise for himself, for want of bis legitimate employment. 


He did not keow, bat he grea'ly feared, that the experimént 
now on foot, to raise a sufficient supply of cotton in india for 
the British market, would so far succeed as to operate mest se- 
riously against the exportation of cotton from this counny. H 
was time, therefore, to prepare a home market. for this great 
staple production. He understood the p y of England tè be, 
in consideration of raw cotton being ase lto her popula- 
tion aa bread, that sbe should make herseif independent cf any 
foreign nation for a supply of such an essential article trom her 
own colonies. He conteuded that the quant-ty of Surat cotton 
ia Engiand, at the close af 1841, was 150.000 bales; and in 1849, 
the imporlation would be 250.000 baies. making 400,000; to 
which, ifthe crop of 1S42, taken at 250,000 bales, be added, the 
aggregate will be 750,000 bales, coming within 25),C00 bales of 
her entire annual consumption; and showing how soon she 
wonid be able to puta discriminating Juty on American cotton, 
so as to shutjitoutalogether. He also adverted to ihe article 
of indigo, with a view of proving that by steadily pursuing a 
policy of providing all the productions necessary tor her manu- 
facturers at any cs! likely to lead to moncpoly, Engiand had, 
in forty years, so successfully encouraged the growth of ind 
in India, as to accomplish her object, and ouiron all compe 
tion, ultimately excluding the indigo of every other country. 

From these premises he deduced the necessity of su adjust- 
ing the tariff for supplying the wantsof the Government, as to 
give adequate protection to the industry ofthe country, 
~ Tn conc'asion, he maiatained that the same spirit of concilia- 
tion which had actuated the Senator from Kentucky to adopt 
the compromise act, now actuated him in bringing :orward the 
series of resolutions under consideration. He, Mr. HUN: 
TINGTON, Was, at the time that Jaw was passed, in the Houee of 
Representatives, and opposed it; butit passed, and hie and his 
friends obeyed it from that time tothis; but he never considered 
it irrepealable—he did not consider itas inviolable as the Gen- 
stitution, and although the Senator from Kentucky waa in favor 
of atill acting up to the principles of the compromise act, he 
(My. Huntincron) was ready to go to the utmost extent of the 


resolutions passed by the Législature of his own Statein 1 

in favor of decided and efficient protection tothe indu 

the country.. He was satistied thata. tariff beyond twenty. per 
. cent. must be adopted to meet the. wants of the Government, 

and so-as to sustain the honor.and the interests of the country. 


He hoped that the Senate would bring to the congideratign: of, 
any tariff bill that may be presented, a disposition (o harmonize 
conflicting opinions, and to supply the wants of the: Govern- 
ment, affording home Jabor, at the same time, adequate. pro- 
tection from foreign competition. T ms tat y 

Mr. CLAY said he should be extremely happ to learn the. 
wishes of the Senate, or of individual members,.as to a desire 
which they. might entertain of addressing the Senate further 
upon the subject of these resolutions.” Hany such desire existe 
ed, of course he had no disposition to oppose the slightest obsta» 
cle; but if no Senator intended to pursue the. dissussion, he 
would like to say a few words in conclusion of the debate, but 
in consideration of the lateness of the hour, he would defer what 
he had to say until to-morrow. 

Mr. WRIGHT said, in order that the Benator might Jabor: un- 
der no misapprehension, he would state that he had no desire to 
pursue the general debate further, but the Senator must be 
aware that when the amendments came to be considered, they 
would without doubt produce a conversational debate, 

Mr. RIVES said it was rot hig intention to prolong the pre- 
sent discussion, but he desired to have an opportunity of sub- 
mitting some amendments to the resolutions, in order to record 
the views he entertained upon the subject. > 

Mr. CLAY observed that he should not, certainly, ccnsider 
the couree which was suggested by the Senator from Virginia 
as at all departing from the proper courtesy and custom. upon 
such occasions. The first question, however, would be upon 
the amendments proposed by the Senator from. New 
York, unless it were proposed to amend his amend- 
ments. He rose, however,. more for the purpose of 
saying that if it should meet the views of the Be- 
nate,as he hoped it would, the debate should be. closed, and 
that they should defer taking the final question until Tdesda 
next, for reasena which he believed the Senate would appreci- 
ate; it was desirable to havea fullexpression of the sense of 
that body upon the resolutions; and as three Senators 
were unavoidably absent, it would be proper that the vote 
should be deferred. Two of their members had been called 
home by an exuacrdinary state of things, which exists inthe 
State to which they belonged—he alluded to Rhode Island-— 
and the Senator from Maryland had, be supposed, equally ur- 
gent reasons for h'sabsence. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said, as far as regarded himself, he would 
be extremely glad to be present and to vote upon the resolu- 
tions; but if the vote were postponed until to-morrow week, it 
would be impossible for him to be here. He was called home 
by inevitable business, and this being the case, he would be hap- 
py to pair off with somebody, and he had had some negotia- 
tions on the subject with the Senator from Georgia. In accom- 
modating the senator from Rhode Island, he must necessarily 
be disappointed, which ke very much regretted. he 

Mr.p.CLAY said the question of postponement would arise 
for consideration when the propoenen came tobe made. He 
hoped, however, ifthey could not have the presence and aid 
and vote ofthe S nator from Pennsylvania, which he (Mr. 
Cay) very much desired, that there would be, at all events, & 
possibility of procuring him a consort on this occasion, as he 
was desirous of pairing off. 

"The resolutions were informally passed over. 

Several bills, from the House of Representatives, were read 
and appropriately referred. ee 

Mr. PRESTON presented a petition from Capt.. McKelly 
and others, United Siates officers who served in Florida, prays 
ing remuneration for extraordinary service and privations, &c. 
referred to the Commitee on Claims. g ; 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, the Senate went into Executive 
session, and after some spent therein, 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monvay, March 21, 1842. 

The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. 

On leave given, Mr. MCCLELLAN of New York offered. 
tle following resolution, which was adopted: . 

Resolved, That the Secretary of he Treasury be required to 
report to this House what amounts the district attorney, 
clerks of thedisirict and circuit court’, and marshal of the 
southern disirictof New York, and of the northern and south. 
ern district of the Siate of Mississippi, have returned to the 
Treasury Department since March, 1541, as having been re- 
ceived ty them respectively for fees and emoluments; what 
amount cach has ined for compensation to deputies, and 
what amount for office and other expenses, and what amount . 
for themselves; whether said officers are required to make their 
returns of fees aud emolumenta under oeth, ard what is the 
form of return as prescribed to them, and at what time are 
such returns required from them: whethey, since the passage 
of the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill cf March, 1841, 
the office orclerk of the districtand circuit courts of ihe south- 
ern district of New York and of the southern district of Miesis- 
sippi has not been divided, so that there is pow in each of said 
dis a clerkship of the district court held by one person and 
reshipof the circuit court held by another; and whether, 
e the passage of said act, both offices were not held by one 
individual. . 

On ivave given, Mr. MILTON BROWN, from the Commit. 
n the Judiciary, reported a bill to amend the'several acts 
ing a cistrict court of the anen States ar Jackson: in 
the disirici cf West Tennessee, which was read oe and, af 
ter same explanations hetween Messrs. MILT ON BROWN, 
AARON V. BROWN, CROSS, and ADAMS, was ordered 10 & 
third rea , [at this time;] and was read a third time, and 
passed, 

On ieave given, Mr. 


R 


CROSS of Ariane, in Pürenange of 
poti oreiofure given, introduced a bil to increase the juris. 
aan of the ait riet court of the United States in the State of 
Arkansas, and for other purposes; which, after a brief explana- 
tion between Merars. CROSS and ADAMS, was read twice by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

On leavegiven, petitions. and memoriala were presented by 
the following members, and were appropriately referred: 

Mr. WHITE of Indiana. 2 

Mr. CHARLES A. FLOYD of New York. 

Mr. WINTHROP of Massachusetts, (who presented the me 
morial of P.T. Jackson and others of Boston and its vicinity, 
on the subject of the manufacturee of cotton, and especially 


“of specific duties for their pro- 


‘4, pi 

i E Norh Carolina, (who presented the peti- 
‘of North Carolina, praying that Con- 
Hadtion to complete the arsenal in Fay- 


: -IN COMMITTEE. 

Mr. MORGAN inquired‘af the Speaker whether the resolu- 
tion of the gentleman from- North Carolina, {Mr. STANLY,] 
-offered on a former Gay, was not now inorder? 

“Phe SPEAKER replied-that: the first business would be the 
callof the:States for’ resolutions, commencing where the call 
was last suspendéd with the State of North Carolina. 


Mr. DEBERRY: 
tion ofa number of citizens: 
‘gress may make an apprep 

` etteville, North Carolina 

: : BALS 


Mr- MORGAN inguired whether the previous question had 


 Not-deen called on that resolution? : k 

The SPEAKER responded; Yes; and thatthe main question 
-Cwhich was on the adoption of the resolution) had been ordered; 
pending which motion tha. House had adjourned: 

_ And the question naw being ow the adoption of the resolu- 
tion of Mr.. STANLY, which is in ti.e following words: 

Resolved; That the 127th rule (edition May 31, 1841)of the 
House be‘amended inthe following particular; after the words 
“Committee'ofthe Whole on thestate of the Union” add the fol- 
lowing: “Phe House may at any time, by a vote of the majority 
of the members present, suspend the rules and orders for the 
purpose of providing for the discharge of the Committee of the 

hole House on the state of the Union from the consideration 
ofany bill referred: to it, afer acting, without debate, on all 
‘ amendments pending and-that may be offered.” 

Mr. MORGAN asked the yeas and nays thereon; which were 
ordered. 

Mr, CLIFFORD moved to lay the resolution on the table, on 
which motion the yeas and nays were ordered. ; 

Mc. ATHERTON moved that the rules of the House Yesus- 

ended and that the House resolve its¢if into Commitice of the 

hole on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER saidsuch a motion was not in order, ag a 
question was pending, and thata motion to aéjourn would not 
be in: order. 

Mr. ATHERTON. Does the Chair decide that a motion to 
ajour would not bein order? 

he SPEAKER said that the Chair did not decide that, but 

decided that the motion- made was not in order. 
Mr. ATHERTON appealed from the decision of the Chair, 
and called forthe yeas and nays on the appeal; which were or- 


ered. 

The SPEAKER in stating the question, stated the motion of 
Mr. Atugrron asa motion to go into Commitee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. ATHERTON suggested that his motion was in the nature 
ofa motion to suspend the rules. He had moved that the rules 
de suspended, and that the Mouse resolve itself into Committee 
of the Whole a9 the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER being desire:l to state the question, said the 
gentleman from North Carolina moved the resuiution, being en- 
titled to the floor, and that the previcus question was ordered, 
and, that question being before the House, the motion was 
made by the gentieman from New Hampshire, which was pro- 

nounced out of order, and the question was on an appeal 
from that decision. 

Mr. ATHERTON suggested that the Chair did not state all 
the facts, A motion had been made by the gentieman from Maine 
{Mr. Currrorp] to Jay the resolution on the table, and that was 
the question pending, when he (Mr, A.) made his motion. 

The SPEAKER assenied, 

‘Phe uycs and uses were ordered, and the decision of the 
Chair was sustained--ayes 109, noes87. 

‘Rae question then recurred on laying the resolution on the 
table, on which the ayes and tives were taken as follows—ayes 
98, noes 108. 

So thatthe motion to lay the resolution on the table was ne- 
garived, and tho question recurred on the adoption of the reso- 

ution, 

Mr. J. G. FLOYD moved that the Wouse go into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER decided that the motion was not in order 
whilea question was pending. 

Mr. FLOYD moved thatthe resolution be referred to the 
Committee on Rules. 

Tae SPEAKER eaid the motion wasnot in order, because 
the: previous question had been seconded, and the main ques- 
tion ordered. 

Mr, FLOYD called forthe reading ofthe 49h rule, which 
was read as follows: 

“Motions and reports may be committed at the pleasure of 
the House.” 

And he submitted that there was nothing in the rule which 
conflicted with his motion. : 

The SPEAKER said, No, butthere were other rules which 
co iflicted with it 

And thequestion “Shall the resolution be adopted?” then 
recurred, and, being taken, was decided in the affirmative, as 
follows: 

YEAS--Messrs. Adams, Allen, Landaff W. Andrews, Sher, 

Jock (J, Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg, Baker, Barnard, Barton 
Birdseye, Blair,Boardman, Borden, Botts, Brockway, Bronson 
Milton Browa, Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, Thomas J. 
Campbell, Caruthers, Casey, Childs, Chittenden, John C., Clark, 
Cowen, Cranston, Cravena,§C ishing, Garrett Davis, Deberry, 
Joho Edwards, fyverett, Fessenden, Fillmore, A. Lawrence 
Foster, Gates, Gentry, Giddings, Graham, Granger, Green, 
Hall, Wm. S, Hastings, Henry, Howard, Hudson, J. R. Inger- 
soll, W. W. Irwin, James, John P. Kenoedy, Lane, Linu, Tho- 
nias F. Marshal), Sarson Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, 
Maynard, Meriwether, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Os- 
horne, Owsley, Pendleton, Powell, B. Randall, Alexander 
Randall, Randoiph, Rayner, Ridgway, William Russell, J. M. 
Russell, Saltonstall, Shepperd, Simonton, Slade, Truman 
Smith, Sollera, Stanly, Stokely, Stratton, Alexander H. H. Stu- 
art, John T, Stuart, Summers, Taliaferro, John B. Thompson, 
Richard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Tomlinson, Triplett, 
Trumbull, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, Warren, 
Washington, Joseph L. White, Thomas W. Wiliams, Win- 
throp, Yorke, and Augustus Young—105. 

NaXS—Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, Beeson, Bidlack, 
Black, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, 
Whiikam Butler, William O. Butler, Green W., Caldwell, John 
Campbell, William B. Campbell, Cary, Chapman, Chfford, 
Ctinton, Coles, Colquit, M. A. Cooper, Cross, Daniel, Richard 
D: Davis, Dawson, Dean, Doan, Doig, Eastman, John C. Ed- 
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Thomas F Foster, Gerry, Goggin, Wm. O. Goode, Gordon, 
Gwin, ` Habersham, “Harris, John Hastings, Hays Holmes, 
Hopkins,Houck, Houston, Hubard, Hunter, Charles J. Inger- 
soll, Jack, Cave Johnson, Keim, Andrew . Kennedy, Lewis, 
Littlefield. Andrew McClellan, Robert McClellan, McKay, 
McKeon, Mallory, Marctiand, Alfred Marshall, John T, Mason, 
Matthews, Medill, Miller, Neward, Oliver, Parmenter, Pickens, 
Plumer, Pope, Profi, Reding, Reynolds, Rhett. Riggs, Ro- 
gers, Roosevelt, Shaw, [Shields, William Smith, Snyder, 
Spriga, Steenrod, Sumter, Sweney, Jacob Thompson, Tur- 
ney, Ward, Watterson, Weller, Westbrook, Joseph L. Wil- 
liams, and Wise—98. -~ 

So. the resolution was adopied. 

‘The rule, as now amended, reads as follows: 7 

“Resolved, That so much of the 127 rule of the House as is 
in the following words, to wit, ‘Nor shall any rule be suspended 
except by a vote ofat least two-thirdsof the members present,’ 
be, and hereby is, so far rescinded and changed that. the House 
may, at any time, by a vote of a majority of the members pre- 
sent, suspend the rules and orders of the House for the purpose 
of going into Committce ofthe Whole on the state of the Union; 
and thut the House may at any time, bya vote of a majority 
of the members present, suspend the rules and orders for the 
purpose of providing for the discharge of the Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the Union from the consi; 
deralion of any bill referred to it, afier acting, with- 
out Gebate, on all amendments pending and that may be of- 

‘ered. 

The SPEAKER then proceeded with the call of the 
States for resolutions, when thé following were offered, and 
adopted, 

On motion of Mr. GREEN, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be in- 
structed to inqmre into the expediency of increasing ‘he duties 
upon wines, eiks, linens, and texurtes, generally, imported into 
the United States from Governments receiving tobacco pro- 
duced the United States, and imposing beavy duties thorean, 
twenty per cent. ad valorem from and after she—day of —, 
1842, with an additional increase of twenty per centum ad vo- 
lorem annually, until said Governments reduce the duties on 
tobacco produced in the United States, and rec: ived into their 
ports, to the same scale of duties levied upon such articles afore- 
said received into the ports of the United States. 

On motion of Mr STANLY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be directed to 
inquire into the expediency of connecting the waters of Aibo- 
marie Sound with the Atlantic ocean, by cutting a canal or 
otherwise. : 

On motion of Mr. RAYNER, 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re 
quested to communicate to this House at as early a period as 
possible, a list of all appointments to office that have heen made 
since the 4th day of April last, either by ths Executive or the 
heads of Departments, the names of the appointers, the State 
in which they were born, and the State in which they resided 
at the time of their appointment, 

On motion of Mr. GRATIAM, 

Resolved, That the Comittee on the Judiciary inqnive into 
the expediency of extencing a branch of the Federal District 
Court to Morgantown. in North Carolina. 

On motion of Mr. HABERSHAM, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy do communicate 
to this House the report of the survey of Sapeo harbor, in Geor- 
gia, lately made by Lieutenant Glyn, with a copy of any chart 
which may have been prepared trom said survey. 

On motion of Mr. WARREN, 

Resolved, That tho Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of changing 
the tri-weekly mail route from Macon, Georgia, and to increase 
the service to a four-horse stage coach, and to authorize by Jaw 
the Postmaster General to let the contract for five years, and re- 
port by bill or otherwise, 

On motion of Mr. PENDLETON, 

_ Resolved. That the proceedings ofa public meeting of the 
citizens of Cincinnati, on the subject of a Western arinory, 
be xolerted to the Committee on Military Affairs, and be 
printed. 

Mr. M A. COOPER submitted the following resolution. 
which waslaid over under the rule: : 

Resolved, That the Commitee of Ways and Means be in- 
structed to prepare and report a bill requiring ail applications 
for appropriations of money, whether from heads of Depa:t- 
ments, heads of Bureaus, or other subordinate officer or agent 
of the Government, i0 be communicated to the House of Re- 
pteseniatives, which shall be subject to the opinions of this 
House on the question of reference to the appropriate commit- 
tee; and in no case shall any such communication be received or 
ected on by any committee until the same shall have been re- 
ferred. 

„Mr. M. A. COOPER, on leave given, introduced a bill to pro- 
vide for the payment for horses and horse equipages of volun- 
teer soldiers in certain cases; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims. 

Mr. ANDREWS, of Kentucky, offered a resolution, which 
underwent various modifications, and finally read as follows: 

Resolved, That the Presidentof the Unit states and the 
heads of the several Departments be requested to communi. 
cate to the House of Representatives the names of such of the 
members, if any, of the 26th and 27th Congresses, who have 
been applicants for office, and for what offices, distinguishing 
between those who have applied in person and those whose 
applications were made by friends, whether in person or in 
writing. 

‘The modification as to members of the 26th Congress was 
made on the suggestion of Mr. MALLORY, (accepted by Mr 
ANDREWS.) ` 

The modification as to the Heads of Department was 
made on the suggestion of Mr. BOTTS, (accepted by 
Mr. A.) 

And the modification as to the designation of the office was 
made on the suggestion of Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, (accepted 
by Mr. A.) 

Mr, SNYDER suggested that the resolution should be so mo. 
dified as to call for information aš to the fact whether the Pre- 
sident slept in a high-post bedstead or not. 

The modification was not accepted. 

After a brief conversation on a point of order— 

_ Mr. ANDREWS moved the previous question on the resolu- 
tion. 
And there was a second, 


ward, Egbert, Ferris, J. G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, ` 


The main question was ordered; and, being taken, the reso 
lution, as modified, was adopted, 

Mr. MEDILL offered a resolution declaring it a disre- 
spect to the House for any member thereof to present a resolu- 
tion for the dissolution of the Union, and asked the previous 
question. 

And on that motion the vote stood—ayes 70, noes 76. 

So there was- no second to the demand for the previous ques- 

de oe 
or. ADAMS moved that the resolution be laid on the 
table. 

The SPEAKER answered that, there being no second to the 
demand for the previous question, the resolution would tie over 


for debate. 
THE CREOLE CASE. , 

Mr: GIDDINGS sail h: hada seriesof resolutions upon a 
subject which had called forth some interest in the other end of 
the Capitol, and inthe nation. He desired to lay them before 
the country, and would call them up for action at the next op- 
portunity. 

The resolutions were read as follows: 

Resolved, That, prior to the adoption ofour Federal Con- 
stitution, each of the several States composing this Union ex- 
ercised fuli and exclusive jurisdiction over the subject of slave- 
ry within its own Territory, and possessed full power to con- 
tinne or abolish itat pleasure. EF. 

Resolved, That by adopting the Constitution, no part of the 
aforesaid powers were delegated to the Federal Government, 
but were reserved by, and stiff pertain to, each of the several 
States, 

Resolved, That by the 8th section of the Ist article of the 
Consiitntion, each of the several States surrendered to the Fe- 
derat Government all jurisdiction over the subjects of com. 
merce and navigation upon the high seas. 

Resolved, That slavery being an abridgement of the natural 
viehts of man, can exist only by force oi positive municipal 
Jaw, andis necessarily confined to the teritorial jurisdiction 
of the power creating it RA 

Resolved, That whea a ship belonging to the citizens of any 
State of this Union leaves the waters and territory of such 
State and enters npan the high seas, the persons on board cease 
to besubject to tha slave laws ef such Siate, and thenceforth 
are governed in their relations to each oiher by, and are amena- 
ble to, the laws of the United States. 

Resolved. Trat when the brig Creole, on her late passage 
for New Orleans, left the territorial jurisdienon of Virginia, 
the slave laws of that S:ate ceased to have jurisciction over the 

ersons on board said brig, and such persons became amenable 
only to the laws ofthe United States, ` 

Resolved, That the persons on board the sa.d ship, in re- 
suming their natural rights of personai liberty, violated no law 
of the United Siates, incurred no legal penalty, and are justiy 
liable to no punishment, 

Resolved, That all attempts to regain possession of, or to re 
ensiave, said persons, are unautlorized by the Constitution or 
the laws of the United Sates, and are incompatible with our na- 
tional honor. 

Resoli ed, That all attempts to exert our national influence in 
favor of the coastwise slave trade, or to place this nation in the 
atitude of mainiaining a “commerce in human beings,” are 
subversive of the rights and injurious to the feelings and the in- 
teresis of the free States; are unauthorized by the Censtituiion 
and prejudicial to our national character, 

Mr. WARD asked if it was not possible that these resolutions 
might be considered, or a direct vote taken upon them at this 
time? He hoped that either by general consent or the previ- 
ous question, it could be done. 

[Cries of "Move the previous question.’”] 

Mr. WARD thereupon moved the previous question, 

Mr. EVERETT seid that this was too imrortant a question 
to be decuded under the previous question, He moved that the 
resolutions be lait on the table. 

Mr. MALLORY asked the yeas and nays on that motion; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia asked if the resolutions would not 
come within the 2istrule. 

Mr. TRIPLETT ingnired of the Speaker whether the ques. 
tion ofreception would not take precedence of the mation to lay 
on the table. 

The SPEAKER replied that, at this stage of the question, the 
question ofreception could not be raised. 

Some conversation followed, in which Messrs. ANDREWS 
of Kentucky, and CAMPBELI. of South Carolina, participated. 

When the question on the motion of Mr. Evsrert to Jay the re- 
sunon on the table was taken and decided in the negative, as 

ollows: : 

YEaS—Messrs. Allen,Aycrigg, Beeson, Bidlack, Blair, Board. 
man, Milton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Wm. B, Campbell, Caru. 
thers, Childs, Cowen, Cranston,Egbert, Everett, John G Floyd 
Gentry, Patrick G. Goode, Graham, Green, Hall, William S. 
Hastings, Howard, Hudson, John P. Kennedy, Littlefield, Me- 
Keon, Alfred Marshall, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Maxwell 
Maynard, Morrow, Osborne, Parmenter, Pendleton, Pope, 
Powell, William Russel, Stanly, Stratton, J, T. Swart Talia. 
ferro, Tomlinson, Trumbull, Underwood, Washington, Joseph 
L. White, Thomas W. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Win- 
throp, Yorke, and Augustus Young.—52. 

NaYS—Messrs. Adams, Landaff W Andrews, Arnold, Ar- 
rington, Atherton, Barnard, Barton, Birdseye, Black, Botts, 
Boyd, Brewster, Bronson, Aaron V. Brown, Charles Brown 
Burnell, Sampson If, Butler, William Butler, Wm. O. Butler. 
Green W. Caldwell. Calhoun, John Campbell, Thomas I 
Campbell, Carey, Casey, Chapman, Chittenden, John C. 
Clark, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Mark A. Cooper, Cravens 
Cross, Daniel, Garrett Davis, R. Ð. Davis, Dawson, Dean 
Deberry, Doan, Eastman, John C. Edwards, Ferris, Fessenden, 
Fillmore, Fornance, A. L. Foster, Gates, Gerry, Giddings, 
Gilmer, Goggin, Gordon, Gwin, Habersham, Harris, John 
Hastings, Hays, Hoimes, Hopkins, Fouck, Houston, Hubard 
Hunter, Chas. J. Ingersoll. J. R. Ingersoll, W.W. Irwin, James, 
Cave Johnson, Keim, A. Kennedy, Lane, Linn, Abraham Mc. 
Clellan, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, J. T. Masan, Mathews, 
Mattocks, Medill, Miller, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Newhard, 
Oliver, Owsley,{Pickens, Plumer, Profit, Alexander Randall, 
Reding. Reynolds, Rhett, Ridgway, Riggs, Rogers, Roosevelt, 
James M, Russell, Shepperd, Shields, Slade, William Smith 
Snyder, Steenrod, Stokely, A. H, H. Stuar:, Summers, Sumter, 
Sweney, J. B. Thompson, R. W. Thompson, Jacob Thomp- 
son, Triplett, Turney, Van Rennselaer, Ward, Warren, Wat- 
terson, Weller, Edward D, White, Christopher H. WitHame 
and Wise—125, i 


> 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


So the resnlutions were not laid on the table. 

ET question recurring on the demand for the previous 
S00, i 

Mr. HOLMES rose, and.proceeded to say there were certain 

topics sacred, like certain places, of which itmight be said, that 
“Fools rush ni where angels fear to tread.” 

The SPEAKER reminded the genveman that the previous 
question had been demanded 

Mr. EVERETT moved that there be a call of the House. 

Mr. PENDLETON moved. that the further consideration of 
the resolution be indefinitely postponed. 

The SPEAKER said thai motion wou'd not be in order. 

Mr. ADAMS said he took it for granted that if tne previous 
question was seconded, a separate question could be taken on 
each resolution. 

The SPEAKER said yes; so far as the propositions were Ca 
pahte of division. 

Mr. ADAMS said that he believed he should voie for some of 
the resolutions. and not for others. 

Mr. STOXELY rri hat the resolutions be referred to the 
Committee or: E irs. 
u9, 10,774 
ed on his motion that there be a call of 


1 
tive. 

So the Tiouse determined that there shou!d not be a call. 

After some conversation as to the effect of the previous ques- 
tion, in which Messrs, WISE, GENTRY, ANDREWSof Ken- 
tucky, and the SBPHAKER participated, 

The question on seconding the demand for the previous 
question was taken, and the yote stood—Ayes 103, noes not 
counted, 

So the previous question was seconded, 

And on the question “Shall the main question be now 
taken??? 

Mr. WINTITROP asked the yeas and nays, which were or- 
dered, ancl, being taken, were—yeas 122, nays 61 

So the main question (being on the resolution 
to be now taken 

Mr. EVERETT rose and asked to be excused from voting, 
and assigned as his reason for so doing that the subject was 
very important, and would probably come up before the Corm- 
mittce on Forais 
deration of the 
had ah appert 
wished, also, on t 
the firebrand cour 
DINGS. } 

The House refused to excuse the gentleman, 

Mr, J.G. FLY OD also asked to bo excused. Je said he did 
not wish io avout voling on any question which he iad an oppor- 
tunity to examine; Imt here were p ten resolutions 
settling an abstract principle betw and S 
Governments, wbieh they had only wore not 
lowed to see printed, 


was ordered 


on of opinion, until he 
xami And he 
n to expres uver abhorrence of 
se of uke gecileman from Ohio, (Mr. Grp: 


e it. 


He expressed the importance of giving 
to them a cool examination before being called upon to vote, 
and then withdrew his request to be sed. 

Mr. WINTHROP moved an adjourement, which was nega- 
tived. 

Mr FESSENDEN then asked to be excused from voting, and 
assigaed his rezsoos to be that the resolutions were ef too 
great importance to be disposed of without much delibe- 
ration. n 

He was not exensed. 

Mr. CUSHENG asked lo be excused from voting for the reason 
which he proceeded to state, He had hastiiy read at the table 
the series of nine resolutions, without any previous op 
portunity to examine tt : andthose resoludens being, as far 
as he couldjudge tr pection of them, a British 
argument ona great prblic D between this conntry and 
Great Britain, and views such British argument, and 
an approximation nabile view ofthe subject. he was 
under the nece 
of the intrinsic merits of eacu s 
vote “no,” and, with i 
ing, he would w:thdraw his request to be excrsed 

Mr. LINN moved to lay the resolutions on the table. 

Some conversa’ followed on a point of order between Mr. 
BLACK and the SP K 

Mr. FILLMORE rose and saidhe had never as 
cused from voting, and he never woukh But he 

nire whether it was in order for him toask the 

hio [Mr. Gippines}to withdraw the resolutions? 
“No, no.??} 

Mr. GIDDINGS inquired oft 
resolutions were witii 

The SPEAKER 
solutions were within the contr 

The rule isin the following word 

“after a motion is stated by the Speaker, or read by the 
Clerk, it shall be deemed. to be in possession of the House, 
but may be withdrawn at any time before a decision or amend 
ment.” 

From this dec 


gtr 


éj 
3 


ty, iE he must vote, of voting “no,” regardless 
ratel 


ile rstended to 
asan for so do. 


ked to be ex: 
ished to in- 
seman from 
{Cries of 


he Speaker whether or not the 
rolof the mover? 

rule, and decided that the re- 
of the mover. 

la 


on Mr, ANDREWS of Kentucky appealed. 
Mr. GIDDIN sid that when he had risen to offer his reso- 
Nations he hed distinctly stated that they were important, and 
that he merely laid them before the House, 
(Cries of sdor-—sit down,” &o.} k f 
The SPEAKER. Tre gentleman will either withdraw his 
resolutions or nat, 
Mr. GIDDINGS. 


O The SPEAKER. Tris not in order, The gentleman vill 
either withdraw nis omg oF not. 
Mr. GIDDINGS wit 
After a moments conversation, 
tucky withdrew io! 
Mr. BOTTS i 
affect the motive or 6 
Fe then asked leave (th 
since been called for reso! 
ing the 
Jution—re 
question upon 
remarks. tee . y 
The resolu’ ion was read for information, as foto 
Whereas the Hon. Josuva R. Gioms6s the m , 
the 16th Congressional district of the Siate of Ohio, has this day 
prasented to ihis House a series of resolutions touching the 


inos Important interesis connected with a large portion of the 


S 


I was merely stating why I was about 


jons. 
ANDREWS of Ken 


utions did not 
q 


iate of 
ns, and Mr. B. not there 
ihistime) tou 

i ve the previous 
gid refrain fom making any 


Union, now asubject of negotiation between the United States 
and Great. Britain of the most delicate nature, the result-of 
which ‘may eventually involve those nations, and perhaps the 
whole civilized world in war: 

‘And whereas it is the duty of every good citizen, and particu- 
larly every selected agent and representative of the people to 
discountenance all efforts to create excitement, dissatisfaction, 
and division among the people of the United States atsuch a 
time, and under such circumstances, which is the only effect to 
be accomplished by the introduction of sentiments before the 
legisiative body of the country, hostile to the grounds assumed 
by the high functiouary having in charge thts important and 
delicate trust: i 

And whereas mutiny and murder are therein justified and 
approved in terms shocking to all sense of law, order, and hu- 
manity, therefore 

Resolved, That this House holds the conduct of the said 
member as altogether unwarranted, and wnwarrantable, and 
deserving the severe condemnation of the people of this coun- 

zy. and of this body in particular, 

Obdjeciicn being made— 4 

Mr. BOFTS moved a suspension of the rules, for the purpose 
of enabling him to offer the resolution, and asked the yeas and 
nays on that motion; which were ordered, and, being taken, re- 
suited as follows: Yeas 128, nays 68. 

So (two-thirds not voting in the affirmative) the rules were 
not suspended. — 

The cali for resolutions resting still with the State of Ohio— 

Mr. WELLER rose in his place and offered the resolution of 
Mr. Borrs as his own. . 

And the resolution having been again read— 

Mr, WELLER moved the previous question. 

Mr. HOLMES desired to We informed whether, Hf the'call for 
the previous question was sustained, it would preclude the gen- 
Ueman from Oiio (Mr. Gippines] from offering his defence? 

The SPEAKER said thar, if the previous question was or- 
dered, it would be the right of the gentleman from Ohio to raise 
aquestion of privilege, and to be heard in his own defence, as 
the resolution involved the character and privileges of that 
genticman. 

Mr. WELLER and Mr. HOLMES conversed across with 
each other, but of what passed the Reporter has no idea, ex- 
cept the declaration on the part of Mr. HOLMES, “Fiat justi. 
tia, ruat celum.”? 

A motion was made that the House do now adjourn; on 
which motion the yeas and nays were asked and ordered, and, 
being taken, were—-yeas €3, nays Lil, 

£o the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. G{DDINGS inquired of the Speaker whether, if the pre- 
vious question was sustained, ie would have an opportnnity to 
defend himself? 

The SPEAKER. If the previeus question is sustained, the 
rule of the House would require that the vote on the resolution 


DINGS. Lit not be a privileged question? 
In the opinion of the Chair, the genile- 
man would have the right, if he d:sires it, to be heard now in 
his defence. p 

Mr. POARDMAN submitted to the Speaker whether a reso- 
lution, giving rise to debate, must not by the rule lie over? 

The SPEAKER. Hf it were an ordinary resolution it would 
have to lie over. 

Mr. GiDDING® said he would ask of the House to fix a time 
for the consideration of this resolution. 

Mr. ROTTS hoped the House would allow the gentleman 
from Ohio to defend himself if he wished. is 

Mr, GIDDINGS wished the House to fix such a time as they 
thoughtproper. He weuld say two weeks from this day. He 
did not suppose the House would force him into his defence 
now. 

Mr. BOTTS asked the gentleman from Ohio if he had no 
better defence to offer. 

Mr, GID DINGS thought two weeks was buta reasonable time 
to ask for, 

Mr. HOPKINS suggested that het be allowed until to-mor- 


row. 

My. GIDDINGS then said he would move to postpone the 
subject till a wesk from Thursday next. * 

This motion, and varieus incidental points of order arising 
therefrom, was discussed by Messrs. HOPKINS, WISE, WAR- 

REN, 1fABERSHAM, A. V. BROWN, ARNOLD, and 
SHIELDS 

Mr. FILLMORE rose to a question of order. Had not the 
previous question been moved by the mover of the resolution, 
anl waa it not now pending? 

The SPEAKER said it was not. 

Mr. WELLER said he had moved the previous question 
when he offered the resolution, 

The SPEAKER said he was aware that the previous ques- 
tion was moved on the resolution. but to entertain it would cer 
tainly cut off the gentleman from Ohio from speaking in his own 
detence. 

Mr. FILLMORE suggested that, although the previous 
question m tor might not cut off the gendeman from Ohio 
from being heard in his own deience, it certainly cut off other 
members, and it was to that point that he called the attention of 
the Chair. 

After some conversation on pointsor order, in which Messrs. 
FILLMORE, PICKENS. ROTTS, WELLER, WISE, W. R. 
CAMP BELL., and the SPEAKER participated— 

Mr. FILLMORE re-siated his point of ord2r—that although a 
menber on trial might have the privilege of being heard in his 
own defence, yet, afier the previous question was moved, no 
other member hasta right to speak unti) the previous question 
is decided. = 

The SPEAKER decided chat the previous question could not 
now be entertaiaed, for this reason. that the senteman anaign- 
ed here asked a postponement of his trial, and were the previ- 
ous gu n enertaiued by the Chair and demanded by the 
House. it would deny the member that privilege. 

Mr. FILLMORE appealed from that decision. 

‘The appeal, together with incidental paints of order, was 
briefly discussed by Messrs. WISE, POPE, KENNEDY of 

Maryland, GIDDINGS, RAYNER, SMITI of Virginia, and 
FILLMORE. 

Mr. HOPKIN moved the previous question on the ap- 
peal; and there was 2 second. 

‘And the main question (being en the appeal) was ordered to 
he new taken. 

And, pending the main question, the House, _ 

Gu motion of Mr. TURNEY, at a late hour adjourned. 


: IN SENATE, og | Eas 

7 Tuusvay, March 2. TOE rh 
Mr. YOUNG presented a petition from Will_county, Ilinois, 
praying an addinonal grant of landt did the State of Dlinois 
in the construction of “the Illinois and Michigan canals referred 


_ tothe Committee on Public Land: 


Mr. BARROW presented a mehorial of: the. widow and ad- 
ministratix of James W. Mason, praying the confirmation. to a 
tract of land: referred to the Committee on. Private: Land 
Claims. s W Hes 

Also presented the petition of William P. Alen and Martin 


“Thomas, praying an extra allowance: for carrying the: mail. 


referred tothe Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana presented a petition from Robert C. 
Green and otners, of Carroll county, Indiaiia, for a mail route 
in that State: referred to the’ Committee on the Post Office 
and Pust Roads. ; K 3 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a petition from Hiram Riggs of 
Onondaigua county, New York, against the annexation of 
Texas to the United States. Laid onthe table. - . 

Mr. ALLEN presented a memorial trom Warren county, », 
Ohio, praying that the law of 1825, regulating the transmission 
of newspapers by mail, be modified. The petitioners believe 
the construction given by the Postmaster General tothat por- 
tion of the act relating to the wording on the maigin ofnews- 
papers is unsound and operates oppressively, and therefore ask 
that the law be modified by removing the restriction indicated: 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roards. 

Mr, A. also presented the proceedings of a Democratic Mass 
meeting, held in Muskingum county, Ohio, condemnatory of 
the measures of the extra session, and the policy.generally of 
the Whig party; and especially of the course ofthe Abolition- 
ists in the House of Representatives. The resolutions adopted 
at this meeting also denounce the course of Mr, John Quincy 
Adams, and his aider, Joshua R. Giddings of Ohio, as traitorous 
to their country. a 

The proceedings having been read— : 

Mr. TAPPAN movedto havethem printed; and the motion 
was referred to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented amemorial from the county of 
Lebanon, in regard to the iron interest, in favor of protection 
to that interest by restoring the tariff of duties of 1839 on im- 
ported iron: referred to the Committee on Manufactures. 

Alsa presenteda memorial from Perry county, contending 
that there is no mode of adjusting commercial balances of (rade 
against the United States but by a tariff of protection to our ma- 
nufacturing interests: referred to the Committee on Manufac- 
tures. ee è 

Mr. MANGUM, on leave, introduced the following bils, 
which were read twice and referred 10 the Commiitee on Naval 
Affairs, viz: 

A bill for the augmentation of the marine corps and for other 
purposes; . ' 

A biH to regulate the pay and emoluments of pursers and 
warrant officers of the navy; and 

A bill to authorize the appointment ofa board for the propo. 
sition ofrules and laws for the regulation and government of 
the navy. . B 3 

Mr. GLAY presented a memorial from York county, Penn- 
sylvania, in which the memorialists state the impossibility of 
successfully competing with the foreign iron interests at the 
present rate of duties on the article of iron, and ask protection: 
referred to the Committee on Manufactures, 3 

Mr. BUCHANAN stated that an act was passed at the last 
session for the relief of Margaret Jamison, and giving the 
power to the Commissioner of Pensions to examine the 
claim and grant relief accordingly. The commissioner could 
not do it for the want of the papers on the Giles of the Senate 
relating thereto. i 

On moticn of Mr. B. leave was granted tò withdraw the pa- 
pers for the purpose indicated, : 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to which 
had been referred Honse bil, entitled an act to amend the seve. 
ral acts establishing a District Court of the United States at 
Jackson. in the west district of Tennessee, reported the same 
back with an amendment, which was read. 

The PRESIVENT pro tem. laid before the Senate a commu: 
nica‘ion from the Treasury Department, covering a statement 
from the Register of the Treasury, exhibiung the payments 
into the Treasury on importations and tonnage at the port of 
New Orleans in the years 1839, *40, and “41; the amount of 
moneys from the sales of public tands iu the State of Louisiana, 
for the same perivd; together with the portion of public reve- 
nuesderived from these sources expended within the limits 
of said State during these years: ordered to lie on che table, 
and he printed. 

Mr. GRAHAM, from the Committee on Pensions, to which 
had been referred the following bills from the House of Re- 
yresentatives, reported the same back with a recommendation 
that they do not pass, viz: neds 

‘An act for the relief of Jonathan Britain; and 

A bill for the relief of Anna Hunting. 

Also, from the same committee, reported back House bill 
entitled An act granting a pension to Sarah Decker, the widow 
of Saranel Decker, with an amendment, and with a recom- 
mendation that 1t pass. . 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, from the Committee on Commerce, to 
which had been referred the petition of David Jones, (praying 
to be indemnified for losses sustained in consequence ai the de- 
tention of his vessel, by the United Swates Consul at f{Tavana,) 
with instructions to inquire into the propriety and expediency 
of passing a general law, covering ali such cases, reported ad- 
versely on the expediency of passing a general jaw, and recom- 
mended that the petition be recominitted tothe Committee on 

laims. i 2 
ş Some conversation took place between Messrs. GRAHAM, 
KING, and HUNTINGTON, as w the propricty ofa recom- 
mitment—the first Senater opposing if on. the ground dat the 
Committee on Claims had been formally discharged from its fur- 
ther consideration, and being adverse to the claim; and the two 
latter spoke in favor of the recommitunent; but before the mo- 


jon was decided— i i 
pease of Mr. CLAY, the subject wes laid on the ta- 


meee motion of Mr. BENTON, leave was gy 
from the files of the’Senate, the papers in Uae cas 


Benton igela of the day were announced—being che tariff, res 

‘trenckment, and reform resolutions of Mr. CLAY. 
Mr. CLAY, who was entitled to the floor, rose. and 

felt too indisposed to address the Senate then, and be 


ted to wiihdraw 
ase of James M. 


4 


. the regular army: 


Indulgence to. let the order lie over. till to-morrow, at which 
time he hoped he would-be prepared:to present his views, 

“Fhe motion was agreed to. , 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committes on Revolutionary Claims, 
made adverse reports on the claiins of the heirs of Richard 
Livingston, an officer of the Revolution, for commutation pay; 
and oa the. claims of Mrs: Causin, the legal representative of 
Colonel John A, Sioae; which were ordered to lie on the table, 
and be.printed. Pay ` i 

Mr, P. also, from the same committee, to which had been re- 
ferved House bill entitled “An act to authorize thé payment of 
seven years’ half pay.on account of the Revolutionary services 
of Captain William Kelly, reported the same back with a recom- 
menhdatisn that it do not pass. ee 

Mc. LINN presented the petition of M. Mauson, praying that 


he nay be paid a balance as surgeon to the Philadelphia and 


New York regiment of volunteers, who served in F lorida, so as 
to make'his pay tor that service eqaal to the pay-of surgeons in 
referred to the Commitee .on Military 
Affairs. ; E é 
Mr. LINN submitted the following resolution, which was read 
and adopted: ` x 
Resolved; That the Committee on Military Affairs be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of paying the claims ol the 
Missouri volunteers for the horses lost. by them during the Flo- 
: rida ‘campaign in 1837, in consequence of having been condemn: 
ed as unfit for service by reason ofthe injuries’ received during 
the voyage from New Orleans to Tampa Bay, by the board of 
officers assembled at Tampa Bay, and to examine into the con- 
dition of such horses as survived the passage, and which, after 
their condemnation, were turned loose in the swamps, but of the 
death of which the Claimants have no evidence; also, those 
which escaped and ran away, without any negligence or inat. 
tention upon the part of the owners, and which were never re- 
covered: Provided, Thatthe Committee do not consider these 
claims as fully covered by the law passed during the session of 


1838 and 1839. H 


Mr. SEVIER moved to take up for consideration the bill, 
which was, on his motion, laid on the table, confirming the 
claiuy of Jean Bapuste Le Compte toa tract of land in Louisiana. 
The bill was taken up. k 

Mr. KING romarked that this bill waa similar ta thoge which 
had been laid on the table, to await the decision of the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands, as to the propriety of passing ageneral law 
on the subject. He hoped, therefore, it would not be pressed 
tillit was ascertained that no general bill would be reported So 
goon as it would be reduced to a ceriainty that no general law 
could be passed, the Senate could then go back and take u p all 
those cases, aud pass upon them, 2 

Mr, SEVIER and Mr. LINN remarked that those cases had 
been laid on the table, with the hope that a genera} bill would be 
reported and passed; but they feared that the committee could 
not agree on the basis of a bill. 

Mr. KING was for waiting a reasonable time for the ascer- 
tainment to a certainty of the fact that no general bill would be 
reported and passed, 

On motion of Mr. SMITH of Indiana, 
table for the present. 

The followiig engrossed bills were then read the third . 
time and passed, viz: 

Anactto remove the office ofthe Surve 
change the location of the land office in t 
trict inthe S:ate of Louisiana; 

An act for the reltef of Robert B. Lewis; and 

An act for the reliefof Valerian Allain 

On motion of Mr. McROBERTS, the Senate then took up, 
-as in committee of the whale, the bill to amend the act entitled 
Anactlo appropriate the proceeds of the sales of the public 
kande, and lo grant pre-emption rights;” approved September 
4, 184th. 

The immediate question pending was the amendment sub- 
mitted by My, MeRopents, to remove the fuliowing restrictions 
to preemption rights inch. distribution bill of last session, in the 
following particulars, viz: so much as excludes from the light of 
preemption those who settled upon the public tands before 
they were surveyed; so much as denies the tight to those who 
owa three hundred and twenty acres of land elsewhere, or those 
who removed from their own landto reside upon the public 
landa; and so much of said act as denies a pre-eniption to alt 
persons who are not citizens of the United States. or who had 
nat filedtheir application to beca:ne citizens, before they set- 
ded upon the lands. 

Mr. McROBERTES, in continuation of his reply to Mr. Suri 
of Indiana, cut off by the orders of the day when this bill was 
before the Senate on a former occasion, adverted to several 

communications from the State of WMinois, showing the justice 
of the views and claims of the settlers on the public lands and 
the universal sentiment throughout the State as to the injurious 
effects of the restrictions imposed on the pre emption claus.s 
of the Distribution act. He read several extracts from those 
communications, all setting forth, in a strong and argumenta- 
tive manner, the equity of the rights claimed by the set- 
ters. Mr. McRorerts said that he had read these extracts 
with è view of satisfying the Senate that the settlers on 
the public lands were determined to act in gond faith towards 
tha Government in relation to the public domain, while, at the 
same Wine, no less deiernined to maintain tbeir own rights, 
Ail they complained of was the injustice in principle of the re. 
strictions imposed by the Jaw of last sessicn, which they be- 
Jieved to be unconstitutional, and all they sought for, specifica]- 
ly, was an amendment of that portion restricting their rights, 

The Senate would recollect that the Senator from Indiana, 
(Mr. Satu, } in his remarks the ocher day, stated that his [Mr. 
Mcfi.’s) colleague, (Mr. Youne,] had never heard of any ob- 

jections to the pre-emption restrictions, and that these objections 
could not exist to any extent, or he would know something of 
th 


the bill was laidgon the 


or General, and to 
e Greensburg dis- 


em. 
Mr. SMITH interposed, to explain that what he had said 
was, that the Benator. [Mr. Youne ] had he heard such objec- 
tions, or believed them to be general, woulil have introduced 
the amendments proposed by his colleague when framing his 
bill. 

Mr. MeROBERTS contended that such was not the position 
taken by the Senator, as he and every one else understood him. 
There was no question about the obscurity of the objections, 
for they were notoriously published by . very newspaper in the 
Bite, and it was well known tzat the restrictions i the Distri. 
buiion law nad excited unbounded indignation amon gst the Bei- 
ilera on the publie lands. These setlers did not flack upon their 
rights as matters of favor: they considered them their jus: claims 
for toll, enterprise, and labor in opening up the wilderness for i 
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the ultimate benefit. of the community and the Government. 
In the roads and settlements which they made throughout the 
wilderness, they gave the strongest evidences of the jusiness of 
thelr claims. ; - 

Heennmerated the restrictionsand thair effects upon the set- 
tlers, andin particular alluded to that, so contrary to all good 
policy, against those not yet naturalized. Hisamendment with 
regard to them was not of a nature to confer any exclusive pri- 
vilege, but to give them a common right, the fall enjoyment of 
which would be secured to them in anticipation of their compli- 
ance with thelaw ofnaturalization on which their right would be 
ultimately dependent.. It was, in effect, that. a settler on the 
public lands, in advance of their being offered for sale, should 
not be debarred of the pre-emption right, provided he was a 
citizen at the time of paying for his land, or had filed his decla- 
ration of becoming a citizen. ` 3 

He next adverted to the objections made the other day by the 
Senator from Indiana, to exclude all but the heads of fami- 
Hes, from the pre-emption right. 

Mr. SMITH interposed to state that the Senator had greatly 
miszonceived him. What he had said was, that there were 
two classes of settlers entitled to pre-emption rights: one con» 
sisting of the heads of families and the other of young men 
who had attained the age of twenty-one years, 

Mr. McROBERTS insisted that the Senator had distinctly 
maintained that none but the heads of families were entiticd 
to pre-emption rights under tle law of last session—he had 
even taken the ground that a young under twenty-one years 
of age, though married, could not take the benefit of the pre- 
emption right. 


Mr. SMITH observed that the Sena 
ceived him. 

Mr. McRORERTS thought that was impossible; for every Se- 
nator present on the occasion so undersiood the Senator. He 
appealed to the Senator from Alabama [Mr. Kine.]} to say if 
he had not asked the Senator (Mr. Smrrx]j to repeat the asser- 
tion, 

Mr. KING, inreply to this appeal, stated that he distinctly un- 
derstood the Senator from Indiana as maintaining the gruund 
attributed to him by the Senator from Illinois. 

Mr. SMITH observed thatif gentlemen so understood him, 
it was altogether a misconception. He hadhimaelfno such 
understanding or meaning. His meaning accorded with that 
given to the clause in the act by the Senator from Illinois [ Mr. 
McRopgsrts.] as stated in his printed speech. 

Mr. McROBERTS replied, that whatever way the Senator 
understood his own janguage, every one else in the Senate un- 
derstood itin the same sense that he (Mr. McR.) did. But he 
was willing to take the Senatoy’s explanation as a correction 
of misconceptions. 

He then proceeded at considerable length to review in detail 
the several positions taken by the Senator from Indiana in re- 
ply to his(Mr. McR’s) remarks, and recapituia‘ed the restric- 
tions of the law, commenting upon each, and pointing out the 
gross injustice and want of sound policy in the whole. He 
contrasted these restrictions with the provisions of all the pre- 
emption laws passed by the Democratic party while in power, 
and showed that never til now had any high handed measures 
for the coercion of the pioneers of the wilderness, whose 
purpose, in good faith, was to make settlements, been 
attempted. It was reserved for the great Whig party 
to consummate this despotic and unjust policy. This Govern- 
ment never had and never would make money by a denial of 
the rightsof settlers; 1f avarice was the motive of this policy, 
it would defeat its own object. The Senator and his party 
greatly err, and grievously miscalculate the character of those 
pioneers, if heand they suppose they look upon their rights as 
gratuities. If he bad any malevolent desire of seeing the Seat 
Whig party sink lower than it had sunk itself, he would let it 
carry out its policy against the settlers on the public lands, and 
it would soon reach the repudiatioa of the West. What were 
these restrictions? Were they not restrictions such as had 
never been introduced jntoany preemption law before. They 
have been put into it for the purpose, and Certainly have the 
effect of excluding the rights of two-thirds of the settlers"on 
the public lands, Most of these settlers are immigrants from 
the New England States, and have the money to pay for their 
lands when they come into market. 

Mr. McRorerts concluded by a brief reference to .the 
manner in which the Senator from Indiana had alluded to him 
as the&“young Senator from Illinois ”? 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana denied any intention ofalmding to 
the Senator’s agein aspirit of unkindness. We was sure. no 
one inthe Senate understood him in that sense. It would be 
contrary to his habit of treating his fellow-Senators, or any one 
eise. 

After some explanations in reply to Mr. McRonerrs, 

Mr. SMITH observed that he perceived the Sorate wok noin 
terests in this discussion,and he would therefore let the Senator's 
amendments goat oncetothe vote. He would not now, or on 
the quesiionto order the bill to be engroszed, state his objec- 
tions to the bill; but he felt bound to say that, on the final Vote, 
he would vote against itspassaze. $ 

The question then being on Mr. MCRogERTS’S amendm 

Mr ReROBERTS called for the yeas and nays; which wate 
ordered, 

Mr. WHITE suggested the propriety of altering the sixth line 
by inserting “and after the extinction of the Indian title” 

Mr. McROBURTS accepted the modification. [He called for 
a division of the question, so as to have a direct vote on the 
removal of each restriction. . ž 

The question was first taken on this division, viz» " Tha; so 
much of the act entitled An act to appropriate the proceeds of 
the sales of the public Jands, and to grant. pre-emption rights. 
approved September 4th 1841, as excludes from the right of pre- 
emption those who settled upon the public lands, before they 
were surveyed i K y 

It was adopted'on yeas and nays by a vote, =e 
nae ery as follows—yeas 

YEAS— Messrs, Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun 
Fulton, Henderson, King. Linn, McRoberts, Porter Sevier. 
Smith of Connecticut, Tallmadge, Sturgeon, Tannan “Wal 
ker, Wh'eg Wilcox, Woodbridge, Woodbury, Wrisht, and 
VYouns—23 g EA 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bavard, Berrien 
Choate, Clay. Clay'on, Graham, Huntington, Mangmn, Mare 
rick, ee Morghead, Prentiss, Preston, and Smit of Indis 
ana—l7. 

The question was then taken on this branch of the omen 
to repeal “so much ofsaid act as excludes fiom he rigi ce 
emption those who own three hundred and twenty acres of land 


had entirely miscon- 


elsewhere; or those who have removed from their own land, to 
reside upon the public jands.” 

The result of the vote was. yeas 22, nays 18, as follows: 

YEAS—Messis. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Cal. 
houn, Fulton, Henderson, King, Linn, McRoberts, Porter, 
Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Tap- 
pari, Walker, White, Wilcox, Woodbury, Wright, and 
Young—22. 

NAYS Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Rates, Bayard, Berrien, 

lay, Clayton, Graham, Huntington, Manzum, Merrick, Mil- 
ler, Morehead, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Smith of Indiana, 
and Woodbridge—18. . 

The question was then taken on this branch of the amend 
meat, viz: ; 

“And so much of said act as denies a pre-emption to all per- 
sons who are not citizens of the United ates. or who had not 
tiled applications to become citizens before they settled upon 
the land, be and the same are hereby repealed and modified, so 
as to. allow a pre-emption to all persons who are enutled to the 
same according to the other provision of said act; and all per- 
sons who shall become citizens of the United States, or who 
shall file their deciaration in the proper court of record, to be- 
come citizens, atany time before the pnblic sale of the land up- 
o9 which they reside, and who shall have made the settlement 
and improvements required by said act, shall be entitled to a 
pre-emption under the same.” 

The result of the vote was, yeas 21, nays 19, as foows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby , Benton, Buchanan, Fulton, 
Henderson, King, Linn, McRoberts, Porter, Sevier, Smith of 
Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Tappan, Walker, White, 
Wilcox, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—2}. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clay, Clayton, Graham, Huntington, Mangum, Mer- 
rick, Miller, Morehead, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Smith of In- 
diana, and Woodbridge—~19. 

‘The question was then taken on an amendment to the se- 
cond section and it was agreed to. 

Mr. WALK tR offered a further amendment, authorizing the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office to issue patents here- 
tofore suspended under the provisions uf the late laws, 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana inquired whether the amendment 
conflicted with anything in the bill reported from the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands, ard the amendments adopted, 

Mr. WALKER replied in the negative, and remarked that 
the amendment was recommended by the land officer. It was 
agreed to, 

The" bill was then reported to the Senate,and the amend. 
ments of the committee of the whole were concurred in. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana gave notice that he would oppose the 
passage of the bill. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

On motion of Mr. MOREHEAD, the following billfrom the 
House of Representatives was taken up, viz. - 

An act to extend the time for seiling the lands granted to the 
incorporated Kentucky Asylum for teaching the deaf and 

umb. 

Some discussion took place on the bill by Messrs. SEVIER, 
KING and MOREHEAD, as to the impropriety of the practice 
of holding up these lands from sale; after which the bill wag 
ordered to be engrossed, which having been done, it was read 
the third time and passed, 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Trespay, March 22, 1842, 


The.journal of yesterday was read and approved, 

Mr. WASHINGTON asked leave to offer the following reso: 
lution, which was read for infermation: 

Resolved, hat the Commitee on Commerce be instructed 
to Inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation of 
money sufficient to build a new light boat at the Brant Island 
Station, in the waters of Pamlico Sound, North Carolina. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON objected. 

Mr. WASHINGTON said that he thought the gentleman 
from Tennessee wouid withdraw bis objection when he stated a 
few facts. The Brant Island light was exceedingly important, 
not only to a large portion of the people of North Carolina, but 
to persons from every part ot the country navigating those 
waters. The beat at that station was always too small, and 
now that it is old, is entirely too frail for the “rough sea” at thas 
point. The captain of the boat had stated in a letier to him 
that the boat was unsafe; it was with difficulty it had “weath. 
ered” the last severe storm; and Fe did not believe it possible for 
ittoendure another gale. Mr. W, further stated that he had 
received a letter from the Fifth Auditor of the Preasury last 
night, in which he stated that he entirely approved of the pro- 
pannon tor evuild that poni and had been recommending to 

ongress the propriety of an approsriati 7 
since the yea ne. X PROP enon fol tiat Purpose 

Mr. JOHNSON then withdrew his objecti 
don Sanadicie! objection, and the resoly: 

Mr. FILLMORE inquired of t a 
business in order? 1 he Speaker Sahat wasafiri 

_ The SPEAKER replied the 

neuen Tehy. 

Mr BARNARD asked leave at this time to i 
the Committee on the Judiciary, De rey eee 

Objected to Z 

Mr. MOORE of Louisiana and Mr. LEVY of Florida, pre 
ferred requests of a similar aacr in relation to certain 
matters, the purport of which did not y h 
AA purp Q not yeach the ear of the 

Objected to, 


question of privilege under eon- 


QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE. 


The unfinished business of yesterday was t ri 
lution offered by Mr. Waita of Ohio and on Re AR Faá; 
Joman had moved the previous question: Rigen: 
Whereas the Hon. Joshua R. Giddings, 
sixteenth Congressional district of hose nae f 
day presented to this House a series of resolutio 
most important interests connected with a Ort i 
Union, now a subject of nego:iation beine ra teien g he 
and Great Britain of the most delicate nature, the res iof 
which may eventually involve those nationa and erha a he 
whole civilized world in war: and whereas it ig he day T 
every good citizen, and particularly the duty of every elisa 
agent and representative of the people, to disceuntenance all 


D om the 
Ohio,) has this 
ns touching the 


‘efforts to create excitement, dissatisfaction, and division among 
the people of the United States at such a time, and under such 
circumstances, which is the only effect to be accomptished by 
heintroduction of sentiments before the’legislative body of the 
« Sonntry hostilé to-the grounds assumed by the high functionary 
having charge of this important and delicate trust: and where- 
Smutiny and murder are therein justified and approved in 
frs shocking to all sense of Jaw, order, and humanity; there- 
+ 
¿w Resolved, That this House hold the conduct of the said 
member as altogether unwarranted and unwarranlabie, and de- 
‘serving the severe condemnation of ihe people ef this country, 
and of this body in particular. s 
Mr. GIDDINGS had moved to postpone the further conside- 
ration of the said resolution until next Thursday week, for the 
“purpose of enabling. him to prepare bis defence; [the Speaker 
_ having decided that although the previous question had been 
` called, Mr. G, had the right, as a question of privilege, to speak 
in his own defence. | 
And Mr. FILLMORE bad made the point of order, that al- 
though a member on wiail might have the privilege of being 
sheard in his own defence, yet, aller the previous question was 
moved, no othar member hasa right tospeak until the previous 
question ix decided, 
x Phe SPEAKER decided that the previous question could not 
. now be eacercsained, for thie reason, that the gentleman arraign- 
ed here asked a postponement of his njal and were the previous 
question entertained by the Chair and demanded by the House, 
. iu would deny the member that neivilege, 
: From which decision Mr. FILLMORE had appealed 
oi On that appeal the previous question bad been moved andse- 
-coaded, and ihe main question had been ordered; peniing which 
the Honse had adjourned. 
And the question now being on tha apneal— 
ae FILLMORE asked the yeas and nays; which were or- 
dered, 
i After same conversation. in which Messrs. BLACK, WIN. 
LTHROP, FILLMORE, FESSENDEDM, PENDLETON, and 
BYTTS participated, and tie Speaker having slated the grounds 
of his decision — A " 
The question, “Shall the de n ofthe Chair stand as the 
judgment of the Honse?? was taken and decided inthe nega- 
tive ~ yeas 64. nays LS. / 
So the decision of the Chair wes reversed; and the House de- 
cided that the previous question shox 


i U be entertained, 
^ And the question recurring on ihe demand for the previous 
question = 
Mr, WELLER said he had no disposition to prevent his col. 
league (Mr, Grpprxas) from defending bimselfsgainst the reso- 
Jutlons he had submided on yesterday. is object in moving 
the previous question had been to preven: a general debate, 
which might lead to the obstruction of other more important 
business. Ifhis colleague would now dectare that he desired to 
be heard ia his defence, he wouldtake pleasure in withdrawing 
the previous question, and thus give bim an opportunity of 
doing 80, with the understanding that. after that defence was 
closed, the vote should be immudiately taken without further 
z debate. 
(Cries of “No understandings—we will have no understand. 
ngs.” 
“Fhe SPEAKER. 
` demand or not. 
Me. WELLER. I will withdraw it on that condition. e 
The sPRAKER, The Chair caunot entertain any condi- 


The gentleman wili either withdraw the 


tions. 

Mr, WELLER not withdrawing, unconditionally, the demand 
for the previous question— 

Mr. GIDDINGS rose and addressed the Chair—— 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman was net inorder, the 
House having reversed the decision of the Chair, and decided 

: that the rules in relation tothe previous qnestion should be ri- 
idly enforced. 

Mr. TRIPLETT moved that the gentloman be heard sow in 
his defence. 

The SPEAKER, The object can only be obtained by the sus- 
pension of the rules, 

And the question en the demand for the previous qurs- 

. tion was then taken, and decided in the affirmative: Ayes 77, 
noes 20. 

So there wasa second, 

Mr. FILLMORE asked the veas and nays on ordering tha 
main quesnon; which were ordered. 

Mr. ADAMS rose and said he observed that there were only 
147 members who had vo on the demand fer the previous 
question. He desired to be informed whether it would now 
in order to move a call of the Huse? 7 

‘the SPEAKER said it would not be ia order, the previous 
question having been seconited, ae 

Mr..ADAMS, Are 147 members then to decide this ques- 
tion? 

The SPEAKER. It isnot debatable, sir. 

And the question, “Shall the main question be now ordered?" 
was then taken, and decided in the affirmative: Yeas 95, 
nays 91. . A 4 i 

So the House determined that the main question (which 
cut off the motion to postpone, and brought up the direct 
question on the adoption of the resulution) should now be 

ken. 
air. WELLER moved thatthe rules of the House be sus- 
pended, for the purpe of enabling his colleague {Mr, GID- 
princs, t0 be heard in hisdefence now if he desired it. 

Mr. BARNARD. 1 hope not, 

Mr. EVERKELT. jit is a matter 


be 


of right if it is any 
g 

ONE STANLY. T hope no objection will be made. | 

The SPEAKER siid thatthe House having decided that 
the 45th rule was imperative and should bo rigorously exe 
cuted, no motion, in the opmion of the Chair, woud sow be 
inorderexcept a motion to adjourn, to lay the whole subject 
on the table. 

Mr. WELLER. My mo 
rules, : 

Tae SPEAKER derided that that motion contd not be en- 
tertained; ihat the previous question having been seconded, 
andthe main question ordered, no motion could intervene be- 
tween that and che (aking ofthe main question, except amotion 
to adjourn anda motion to lie on, thetable. [And the SPEAKER 

aoted a case, of the title or merits of which nothing was heard 
by the Reporter, beyond the fact that a contrary decision here- 
tofore mae had been overruled by the House.] , 

Mr, TRIPLETT said he would make this specific motion to 


vis a motion to suspend the 


the House—that the gentieman from Obio [Mr. Gropines] te 
now heard in hisdefence; and inquiced, Wil the Speaker put 
the ractiog? 
. a SPEAKER. TheSpeaker will not putit. Isit not 
16 order, £ 

Mr. TRIPLETT. Then I move tosuspend all the rules, right 
or Wrong. that this specific motion may be put. 

ThesPSAKER: ‘The Chair hasalready decided that that 
Moton isuot in arder, ` 

Me. TRIPLETT appealed from the decision of the Chair; on 
which appeal the yeas and nays wereasked and ordered. 

A prios conversation followed between Mr. ATHERTON and 

the 8 


vote by whichthe House had ordered that themain question 
td be now taken, 


nblean’ resau 
Tne motion cannot be 
bas cited settles the 
I appeal from the deci 
he SPEAKER. The gentleman cannot appeal until the 


Sepp 


The SPE 


dispa 
M 


3 rose and said that there was one question which 

i whict ed to subinit to the House. 
y between the Spexker 
k, (Mr. Pinus.) the 
ious question could not be 
eman trom Obio [Mr. Giv: 
im by tke Constitution to be 


Speaker had ¢ 
applied so aso eut of 
DINGS] fren: his right secured to H 
hesrdin his defence. 

{Cries on one side of the House, “Down in front of the Chair! 
we can neither see nor hear; avd, on the other side, “Order 
on the other side of the House !”] 


Speaker had decided. The 
m New York [Mr. Frepmore] had ing if the 
on could norbe applied so us to operate upan all 
bers of the House, leaving the sentleman from 
ivilege of being heard. ‘Phat was what he (ir, 
A une road to be the question betw the Š; er ard the 
genileman trom New Vor The Spraker had decided that it 
operate to cnt off ihe geneman from Onto, and that, 
therefore, the previous qu uid ant he entertained. Now 
he (Mr. A) te nof the Tfouse hal nat de- 
cided that q Speaker and the gentleman 
from New Yo 


appeal r 


geneman 
previons ques 
the other men 
Ohio st i 


a fran. e 
ent? 


t 5 conid pat be 
heard in his defence, because the previous question had been 
applied. Wan appeal we rhe would now make jt on 
the ground n according to the idea ef the gentleman from 

iaw York, althouch the previ ion was now applied, it 
did netand coaid not eat off trem Ohio fram bis 
that the previo could notapply to 


Whe S vie the rules of 
the House cannot operate or berin one way, and on 
another in another--whether he stocd here as an accused party 


y whether he wi 
Mr. GIDDEX. GS dec ltor 
The SPNAKER smid that the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. 
had inoved a certain preamble and resolution, ane 
Tost sen es A fobs dom: 

had cailed the previous question upoathem. Fhe demond for 
the previous qyestion had been seconded, and the main ques. 
tion had been Prdered now, under the forty-fitth rute. to bs pat. 
Umil that y { heen execute’, nathing could intervene. 
The sole was imperative; and the Chair had no authority to 

7 } 


enterain any wiotion = confucted with it. It was proposed, 
in defianse of that „and ofthe ercer of the House, to make 
a motanconiiieiag entirely with both. The Chair had over. 


ried the mation to sus {tne rnes, because i cand not ti 
tervene berween the ordering of the main qnestion and the taking 
ofthat quesiien. 

An the question, Shall the decision of the Chair stand as 
the judgment of the Wouse?”? was then taken and decided in the 
aftirmative—ayes 197. poes not couprmd, 

So the decision of the Chair was affirmed, aod the motion of 
Mr. Trippnrr to suspend the Tuies was 
order. 

Aud the main ene 
19 reconsider the yore! 
deved— 

LLMORE inquired of the Ñ 
Chair to de 
Mr. STOA 4 
PRION had heen or >i, WAS notin ar 
yored under a. mistpprehension, 

R that mation was as much out of 
pend the rules. No mo- 


stion recurring on the moies of Mr. 
y which the main question had 


ker whether he} 
tion of the gent 


Ve 
er? Ifso, many 


Mr. StUART of Virei 
Mr. HOWARD of Mic 
and appeal be reduced to writ 
And itwasreduced to w 
“The gentleman from V 


as follows: 
maved to reconsider the vote 


by which the House hed ore nto he now 
pun F waker decided to be out of order, the 
main q having heen ori and nat taken.7? 


the question. ©Shal! the decision of the Chait stand as 
ment of the House?” was taken and decided in the affir- 


Se the decision of the firmed. and the motion of 
Mr. STUART declared to be out of order at this time. 

And the question recurring on tbe adepton of the resolu- 
Uon— 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN asked that the gentleman fram 


Ohio {Mr. Gropixagl be now heard, by eral consent, In his 
own defence A . 
Mr. GIDDINGS still declined to rise. 


Mr. ADAMS, moved that the whole suldect be laid on the 


table. i 
Mr. MILTON BROWN asked, for reasons assigned, to be 
excused from voting; but the House would not excuse him. 

‘Mr. BOTTS desired to be informed by the Speaker, whether, 


geciared tu be ont of | 


Se SS EAA a E 


ifthe reso'ution was laid en “the table, a-vote :of two-thirds 
would not be required to take it up again? : BO oe 
The SPEAKER. Iftaken up out of order, it would 
Mr. STANLY asked the yeas and nays on the motion to lay 
the rosoiution on the table; which were ordered, and, being ta: 
~ken. resulted as follows: : a a 
YEAS-—-Messrs. Adams, Allen, S. J. Andrews, -Aycrigg, 
Baker, Barnard. Birdseye, Biair. Boardman, Borden, Brock. 
way, Bronson. Jeremiah Brown, Calhoun, Chilis, Chittenden, 
John ©. Clark, Cowen, Cranston. Cravens, Cushing, . Doig, 
‘John Edwards, Everet!, Ferris, Fessenden, Fillmore, Gares 
P. G. Goode, Granger, Hali, Willian, 3.. Hastings, Henry, 
Howard, Hudson, Charles J. Ingersoll,, William W. Irwin, 
James, John P. Kennedy,Linn, McKeon, Samson Mason, 
Mathiot, Mattecks, Maxwell, Maynard, Morgan, Murrow, 
Osborne, Parmenter, Pendleton, Benjamin Randall, Ridgway, 
Wiliam Russell, James M. Russell, Sabonsiall, Simon. 
„ton; Truman smith, Stokele,Filinguast, Tomlinson, Trumbuiy, 
Underwaod, Van “Rensselaer, Wallace, Joseph Le White, 
Thomas W. Wiliams; Winthrop, Wise, aad Augustus 
Young—70, 
NA 
Atherton, 


A. LL 
Swenes 
son, 
Washington, 


Christopher I. Withie 
vas not laid on the table, And the question 
recurring o preamble and resojuijor s=- 
Mir, POPE asked for a division of the question, thata se- 
parate question mizht be taken on the preamble and on the res 
soluti 


Bo the 


TANLY said he had understood chat nobody objected to 
man fram Ohio [Mr. Gippines!} making bis defence 
There was obisciion made i0 the gentleman s ask 
ter of favor, to do so; but no man would object if 
He wished it to be unk 
ating. voice to that. The 
sell, and to go on undis 


iag, as a ma 
the gentenan claimed itas a right 
derstood that there was not a 
gentleman had a rizbt to defend } 
turhed in his defence, if he chose. 

Mr. ROTTS desired to be informed by the Speaker whether, 
by unanimous consent, he could be allowed to modity the rego- 
lution? 

[The preambleand resolution, the reader will bear in mind, 
were originally offered by Mr. Borrs, but the House refusing 
to suspend the rules to ewe bew, Mr. WELLER, the State 
of Ohio being caled for resolutions, oflcred the same proposi: 
tion as his own.} : 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. WISE objected. is voie had beea recorded on the 
proposition asit now stood. F 

[Under ike modification which Mr. B. intended to have 
offered, if permitted, the preamble and resolution would have 
read as ido 

Whereas the Hon. Jossua R, Gropies, the member from 
the six eenth Congressional district of the ‘tate of Ohio, has 
this day presented to the House a series cf resolutions touching 
the most important interests Connec sd with a large portionof 
the Union, now a subject of negotiation between the United 
States and Great Britain of the most delicate nature, the ro- 
suliof which may eversunly invaive those nations and per- 
hans the whole civiliged werid is wart And whereas it isthe 
duty of every good atzen, and particulary theduty of every 
selected! agent and Represemative of the people, to aiscoun: 
tenance ail effirts to € nefacuon, and 
division among the people ofthe T at such a time 
and under ench circan-starces: And wher iny apd mur 
: < lutions jusified ail approved 
ip terms sho g toal e of jaw, order. and humanity, 
the tendency of aH which requires irom this House an ime 
mediate and unequivecal expression of its sentiment: There 


med, Thar this House dissents from and emphatically 
ihe propositions contained in the said resolutions, 
rabie prejudgeand excuse an act of unquestionable 
justify and defend, without a denial of the alleged 
facts, parties charged wiih co'd blooded one deliberate murder; 
jnstigate, by a pledge of legivlative protection and indemnity, 
crimes which may involve a large portion of our common coun: 
try in rapine and massacre, and the whole of it in tumuli, afic- 
ön. ang disgrace; wantonly interfere with the leghimate pro- 
ceedings of another branch oft e Government and its guardians 
ship of the nation’s rights al ; and invite to treasoable 
leagues those who may be di d to levy war against the 
i . holding out promises of adhering to their ene: 
ng them aid and com fort. p 

yt this House hold the conduct of ihe said mem: 
yed and suwarrantable, and deserv. 
ian of the people of this country, and 
ever} £ 
, of Bourth Carolina, s2 
(that the genileman 


her as altoge 
ing the 


d that be would move, 
from Ohio [Mr. Gip 


neral con h 
J ba heard in iia Aeon ’ 
r BARNARD, T object. . i 
The PENER. The Mnation esanot now he entertained. 
Mr PENDLETON asked to be excused feom voting; and, 
after assigning his reasons, he withdrew the motion. 
et AGIDDINGS then rose and said. Tstavd before the Houes 
ju a fiar situation— g : í 
ia PeR A. COOPER objected to Mr. G's proceeding ; 
but at the request of collengues, Mr. C. withdrew his ebjections 
But Mr. Grppines cid not resume the oor, 


ier Sateen ne 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE 


“2 {The following. note was addressed to the 
National Intelligencer by Mr. Gippinas: - i 
x . Totke Reporter of the Intelligencer. 

When Erose so often daring the confasion of the proceedings 
. of the House this day, and was so often called to order, the last 
time by Mv. Cooper of Georgia I had written, and desired to 
shave stated to the House, what follows: 

Mr. Speaker: [stand before the House.in a peculiar situa- 
tion... is proposed to pass a vote of censure upon me; snb- 
atantially far the reason that I differ in opinion from a majority 

of the members. ‘The vate is about tohe taken without giving 
me time tobe heard: Ic, would be idle for me to say that lam 
ignorant of the disposition of a majerity to pass ihe resolution. 
I have been violently: assailed in a personal manner, but have 
had no. opportunity of being heard in reply. I do not now 
Bland here to.ask for any favor or to'crave any mercy at the 
hands of the members. But in the pame of an insulted consti- 
tuenty—in behaif of one of the sovereign States of this Union— 
sin behalf of the people of these States and the Federal Consti- 
tution—I demand a hearing, agreeably to the righis guarantied 
to me, ani in the ordinary mede of proceeding. I accept of 

no other privilege—I will receive no other courtesy. ] 
And the question recurring, first on the adoption of the follow- 
ing resolution: ica? 

‘Resolved, That.this House hold the conduct of the said mem- 

-ber as altogether unwarranted and unwarrantable, and deserv- 


“Reporter of the 


ing the severe condemnation oi the people of this country, and | 


of this body in particular. 
à Mr ATANLY asked the yeas and nays; which were. or- 
ered. 

Mr. WILLIAM W. IRWIN asked to be excused froin vot- 
ing, assigning (amidst. some interposition on a question of 
grer) his reasons therefor; but the House would not excuse 

im, - 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of South Carolina, sail he wished it 
to be generatly und rstood that no objection had been made 
to the geneman from Ohio (My, Gippines] proceeding in his 
defence. 

The SPEAKER. The gentieman from South Carolina is 

not in order, : k 

The question on the said resolution was then taken and de- 
cided in the affirmative as follows: 

WEAS—Messrs. Landaff W, Andrews, Arnold, Arrington, 
Atherton, Barion, Beeson, Bidlack, Black, Botts, Boyd, Brew 
ster, Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, 
Samson H. Buiter, William Burner, WilliamO, Ruter. Green 
W. Caldweil, John Campell, Winiam B Campbell, Thomas 
J, Canipbell, Caruthers, Cary, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Olin- 
ton, Coies, C lquit, Mark A. Cooper, Daniel, Garrett Davis, 
Dawson, Dean, Deberry, Doan, Rastuan, John ©. Edwards, 
Charles A. Foy Pornince, Dhomas P. Foster, Genury, Gerry, 


Gilmer, t a, W. O. Goode, Graham, Green, Gwin, Habrr- 
sham, Harris, Jobn Hastings, Hays, Hol tiopkins, Houck, 
Houston, Hubard, Panter Charles Jou iid aR. fin 


ersoll, Jack, Cave Johuson, Keim, Jobn P. Kenney, Andrew 
enne ty, Lane, Lewis, Litlefictd, Abraham MeCletlan, Ro- 
bert Meulellan, McKay, M-Hory, Marchand, Alfred Marshall, 
-John T, Mason, Mathows, Medill, Miller, Moore, Newhard,, 
Oliver, Owsley, Pickens, Plumer, Powell, “Alexander Randall 
Rayner, Reding, Rencher, Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, Rogers 
Shaw, Shepperd, Shields, Wiliam Smith, Snyder, Soliers, 
Sprigg, Stanly, Steenrod, Stratton, Alexander H H. Scart, 
John T. Stuart, Summers, Sweney, Taliaferro, Jolin B. Thomp- 
aon, Richart W, ‘Fhomnson, Jacob Teompson. Eripert, Tur- 
ney, Wallarce, Ward, Warren, Wasiingtua, Watterson, Wel- 
Jer, Wesubrook, Bdwand D. White, Ch. H. Wiliams, and 
Joseph L. Williams- ix 


NAYS—Movssra. Adaras, Allen, Sherlock J, Andrews, 


I ! Ay- 
erigg, Baker, Higdyeye, Blair, Boardman, Borden, Brockway, 
Bronson, Jeremiah Brown, Calhoue, Childs, Chittenden, J.C, 


Clark, Cowen, Cranston, Gravers, Cushing, Riebard D Day ÈN 
Doig, J. Edwards, Egbert, Everett, Perris, Pessenden, Fillmore, 
Gates, Patrick G. Goode, Gordon, Granger, Hall, William S 
Hastings, Henty, Howard, Hudson, Wm, W. Irwin, James, 
Linn, Mekeon, Samson Mason, Matiot, Mattoe Maxwell 
Maynard, Morgim, Morris, Morrow. Osborne, Parmenter, Pen: 
dieton, Pope, Benjamin Randall, Rideway, Rocsevelt, J. M. 
Russeil, Saltonstall, Simonton, Truman Smith, Stokely, 


Tomlinson, Trumbull, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, Joseph L. 
White, Thomas W. Williams, Winthrop, and Augustus 
Young—69, i = 

So tho resolution was adopted. 

And the question recurring on the 
words: 

Whereas the Hon, Joshua R. Giddings, the member from 
the sixteenth Congressional district of the State of Ohio, has 
this day presented to this House a series of resolutions touch- 
ing the most important interests connected with a large portion 
ofthe Union, now a subject of negotiation between the United 
States and Great Britain of the most delicate nature, the result 
ofwhich may cveatuaily involve those nations and perhaps 
the whole civilized world in war, and whereasit is the duty 
ofevery good tizes, and particularly the duty of every sè- 
Teeter! a tandren nlative of the people, to discountenance 
all efforts to create excitement, dissatisfaction, and division 
among the peuple of the United States ar such a tine and un- 
der such circumstances, whichis the ouly effect to be accom: 
plished by the inercdaction of ‘se: nta before the legislative 
body of the country hostile w the grounds assumed by the high 
functionary having charge of this important and delicate trast: 
and whereas mutiny and murder are therein justified and ap- 
proved in terms shocking to ail sense of law, order and huma- 
nity; therefore— 

Jt was taken and decided in the affirmative, as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs, Landaf W. Andrews, Arnold, Arrington, 

Atherton, Barton, Beeson, Bidlack, Black, Botts, Boyd, Brew? 
ster, Aaron V. Brewn, Milten Biown, Charles Brown, 
Burke, Sampson JE Butler, William Buger, William ©. Bure 
Jer, Green W. Caldwell, John Campbell. Wiliam B. Camp- 
bell, Thomas J. Cumphe 
man, Cifford, Clinton, Coles. Mark 
Garrett Davis, Dawson. Dean, Dehervy, Doan, E 
©. Edwards, ‘Chor P. Foster, Geary, Gil 


preamble in the following 


h Cavuther, Cary, Casey, Chap- 
A. Cocper, Daniel, 
man, John 
r Gogein, 


William ©. Goode. Grahan, Green Gwin, l 
Harris, John Ya Fiolmes, Hopkins 
Houston, Hubard, zersall, Joseph R. In 
fersoll, Jack, Caye Jennson, Keim, Jein P. Kennedy, An- 


drew Kennet E ne, Lewis, Litdefield. 
an, Robert McClellan, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, Alfred 
(Marshall, Jota Thompson Mason, daithews, Medill, Miller, 
Moore, Newhard, Oliver, Owsley, Pickens, Pope, Powell, 


Abraham McClel- 


i 


td 


r = 
Aléxander Randall, Rayner, Reding, Rencher, Reynolds; 
Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, Shaw, Shepperd, Shields, William 
7 Smith, Snyder, Sprigg. Stanly, Steenrod, Suaiton, Alexan- 

der H. YE Stuart, John T. Stuart, Summers, Sweney, Talia- 
ferro, Richard. W. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Triplett. Tur- 
‘ney, Wallace, Ward, Warren, Washingion, Watterson, Wel- 
ler, Westbreok, Edward D. White, Christopher H. Williams, 
and Joseph Li Witliams—i19. i . 

NaYS-—Messrs. Adams, S. J. Andrews, Aycrigg, Beker, 
Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, Borden, Brockway. Bronson, Jere- 
miah Brown, Cathoun, Childs, Chittenden, John ©. Clark, 
Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Cushing, Richard D. Davis, Doig, 
John Edwards, Egbert, Everett, Ferris, Fessenden, Fillmore, 
Gates, Patrick G. -Geode, Gordos, Granger, Hall, William 
S Hastings, Henry, Howard, Hudson, Wm. W. Irwin, James, 
Linn, McKeon, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, 
Maynard, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Osborne, Parmenter, 
Benjamin. Randall, Ridgway, James M. Russell, Saltenstal), 
Simonton, Truman Smith, Stokely, Tillinghast, ‘Tomlinson, 
Trumbuli, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, Joseph L. White, 
Thomas W. Williams, Winthrop, and Augustus Youns—66. 

S> the preamble was adopted. i g g 

[Before the vote was announced Mr. W, W. IRWIN inquir- 
ed of the Speaker whether the rule did not require every mem- 
ber who was in hisseatio vote? 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. r 

Mr. IRWIN then designated Mr. Wise es being inhis seat 
and not having voted. 

Mr. WISE said he had refused to vote, and, if the House 
would listen to him, he wenld state his reasons. 

Objection was made,and the matter went no further} 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the House resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, ` 

Mr. BARNARD rose and inguiied of the Speaker ifit was 
in order for him to offer a protest against the proceedings of 
the Ffonse just had in relation to the censure of the member 
from Ohio, with a request that the protestbe entered on the 
Journal 

The SPEAKER said that the motion of the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. Finnuorz] to suspend the rules for the pur 
rose of firstgcing into Committeeofthe Whole on the state of 
the Union. must first. be decided. 

Mr. GOODE of Ohio moved that the House do now adjourn, 
whith motion wasyejected. 7 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

THE LOAN BILL. 

r. FILLMORE then recurring, ant be- 
ing agreed t0, the Fuse cee itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state ofthe Union, (Mr. Warp of New York in 
the chair,) and resurhed the consideration of the bill “for the 
extension of the loan of 1841, and for an addition of five millions 
of dolars thereto”? : 

The sending question was on the motion of Mr. FILLMORE 
Conder the cireetion of the Conimitiee of Ways and Means) to 
RUA afier the third rection of the bill, the following as section 
No.4: : 

And beit further enacted, That the proviso to the second 
sectim of said actis hereby repealed, and the Secretary of 
the Treasury ia hereby authorized to cause the stock hereafter 
io be issued to be disposed of at the highest price which he can 
obtain for the same, on its being advertised in reasonable time 
for proposals; but no stock whatever shall be sold under par 
except upon andin pursuance ofa specific advertisement, and in 
virtue thereof. 

Which saidamendment Mr. Hivererr had yesterdav moved 
to amend by ste-king out all after the word “that,” jn the 
first line, and inserting “it shall be the duty of the Secretary of 
the Treasury to dispose of said loan at the shortest pericd of 
payment at which the sawe can be disposed of at par, not ex- 
cerding twenty years.’ 

And the question being on the amendment to the amend- 
ment— b 

Mr. GENTRY said that when, a day or two ago, he had ob- 
tained the floor, he had been activated by a spirit not altogether 
proper, having been more excited than he ought to have been 
by the remarks of the gentleman from Tadjana, (Mr. Peorrit;} 
remarks, however, which: did not affict Mr. G. personaly, but 
which were wholly ofa party character, and directed especially 
tothe» jon of the gentleman hi If and the character and 
position of the President of the Uniteds States, Ifavirg since 
had more opportunity for reflection, Mr. G. was ‘convinced 
thas many things he might then have uttered would have been 
inapplicable to the question under consideration by the com- 
mittee. Jt was admitted on all hands that some measure of im- 
mediate relief is necessary to preserve the public faith and the 
natisnatcredit, On that point no diversity of opinion existed 
in any quarter; all admitted that the existing revenues were 
insufficient, and that efficient action was imperatively demand. 
ed to enable the Executive to discharge the pending liabilities 
of the Government. The propriety of acting without delay in 
the present circumstances of the country was so obvious that 
it admitte:! no room for difference of opinion 

Eotertajning this feeling, it was not without great reluccance 
that Mr. G. entered into this debate: for, if debate existed at al, 
in reference to such a bill, it must of necessity partake s rongly 
of a partisan character, and could have litte, if any, legitimate 
connection with the question before the committee.” Ifhe could 
believe that it was the general wish now to take the question on 
the pending amendments, and on the passage of the bill, so that 
asl further debate should cease, he would cheerfully consent to 
waive his right ta the floor. He would not assume the respon- 
sibility of delaying the action of the House ona measure of such 
obvious necessity as to need no debate. Ifit was true that the 
state of the country and the exigencies of the Treasury called 
alond for immediate relief,no man could douht it to he his duty 
to vote for almost any measure. sanctioned by the Committee 
of Ways and Means, which held out that relief, and did not 
compromit the honor and credit of the country. Mr, G. again 
red himself ready to vote on the bill if the committee 

rei and in order to give an opportunity for an expression 
of eninion on that point, he would suspend his remarks for a 
mement. 

[Cries of “Well—ngreed ?? “No, no! go ont? “Question! 
question | guestion "J 7 ` 

The question having been again stated, and Mr Evererr’s 
proposed amendment (to the amendment moved by Mr. Fint- 
wore) having heen read at the Clerk’s table—. ‘ 

The question was taken, and decided in the affirmative 
wipe a count, So the amendment tothe amendment: wag 
agreed ta, 


“Mr. EVERETT said he had expressed his determination to 


The mation o 


| 


i 
{ 


vote against this bill, on the ground that no provision was made 
to sustain the credit of Government, and that he would vote for 
no loan whatever, unjess the means were afforded which 
would sustain the credit of Government. He had great doubt 
whether the Government would be able to get a loan on the 
terms proposed by the bill as it now stands. He thought 
there were causes that would affect the credit of the Govern- 
ment. which could only be removed by providing ample 
means for the security of this loan. He supposed, as the 
amendments had been passed over, the whole subject of the bill 
was open, g 

Mr. FILLMORE said there were yet several amendments 
to be offered, as proposed by the Committee of Ways and 
Means, , 

Mr. EVERETT said he had supposed all the amendments had 
been offered, As this was not the case, he would defer his re- 
marks for the present. r 

After a remark of Mr. HUNTER on a point of order— 

Mr. FILLMORE, by direction of the Committee of Ways and 
Means moved the following amendment to the hill, to be insert- 
ed as section five: is, 

And be it further enacted, That the moneys arising from du- 
ties on goods, wares, and merchandise which may be imported 
into the United States be, and the same are hereby, pledged for 
the payment and redemption of stock hereafter to be issued un- 
der and by virtue of ihis act and the actof July 21, 1841, heres 
by amended, and so much thereof as may be necessary to pay 
the interest on said stock, and redeem the same when due, is here- 
by appropriated to that object, to be applied by the Secretary of 
the Treasury to such payment and redemption, > 

Mr. EVERETT said the proposition he should offer would be 
a substitute for thisamendment, 

After brief remarks on a point o! order by Messis. EVE- 
RETT and WIkE— 

Mr. EVERETT raid he would move to amend the amendment 
proposed as section five, by offering a substitute therefor, He 
would merely remark that there was no provision in this bill, 
except the pledge of Lhe revenue already raised, forthe security 
of this loan. This section provided no means of payment; it 
merely pledged the revenuesalready accruing, which they knew 
were not sufficient to support the Government. It therefore 
pledged nothing. When he said he should vote against this bil}, 


“af any gentleman supposed he was disposed to embarrass this 


Government, he was mistaken. It threw no responsibility on 
the Executive; he assumed the responsibility himself, as far ag 
his vo’e went. He insisted that provision should be made, and 
should now be made, to sustain the credit of Government. 

[A message was received from the Senate by A. Dickins, 
esq. their Secretary, informing the House ofthe passage by that 
body of certain bills and asking concurrence therein. J 

Mr. EVERETT was remarking that the Committee on Ma- 
nufactures might reporta Lill, butat any rate it would be a 
Jong time before a hill of this description would pass He was 
for facilitating the taking up this Joan by the preposition be 
should make. 

Mr. GENTRY rose toa point oforder. The fact was, that 
he had waived his right to the floor on the condition that it was 
the will.of the committee to iake the vote on the pending 
amendments and the main question. without further debate. 

Mr EVERETT said he would send his amendment to the 
Chair. He would not interfere with this arrangement by de- 
bating the subject. 

After a brief conversation by Messrs. WISE and GENTRY 
on a point of order— 

The Clerk read the amendment of Ir. Everett, in the fol- 
lowing words: 

And be it further enacted, That the same duties that on the 
Ist day of January, 1840, were levied and collected in goods, 
wares, and merchandise, then subject to duty, and on which 
the du have net since heen raised, shail be levied and cole 
lected in cash on such goods, wares, and merchandise hereafter 
imported into the United $ n the same manner as such 
duties were heretofore leviedand collected; and that so much 
of the proceeds of such duties as shal! be necessary for the pur- 
pose shall be, and hereby is, pledged for the payment of the in- 
terest or: Ure Joan mentioned in this act: Provided, Thatif, in 
virtne of this section, any duty exceeding 20 per cent. ad valo- 
rem shall be levied and collected, the same shali not in any way 
affect the disposition of the proceeds of the public lands, as prà- 
vided hy the act of the last sessisn, entitled An act to appro- 
priate the proceeds of the sales of the public lands and to grant 

re emption rights,” 

Mr. FILLMORE rose to a point of order. He submitted to 
the Chair whether the amendment was in order? It eeemed to 
him to be a provision entirely beyond loaning money. 

The CHAIRMAN decided the amendment outof order, 

Messrs. EVERETT and WISE (simultanecusly) appealed 
from the decision. ‘ 

The appeal was debated at some length by Messrs. WISE, 
McKEON, EVERE! a HOPEING, McKAY. CLIFFORD, 
FILLA X B, MOORE, of Louisiana, HOLMES 
CARUTHERS.. `” : fechas ims 

Aud the question, “Shall the decision of the Chairstand as the 
judgment of the committee?” was taken by tellers, and decided 
in the affirmative—ayes 62, noes 59. 

Sothe decision of the Chair was affirmed. 

Mr. WISE moved that the committee rise; which motion 
prevailing, the cammittee rose and reported progress, 

And the House adjourned. 


The resolution offered by Mr. TripLerr on Friday, and pub- 
lished in the proceedings of the day,should read in the follow. 
ing corrected form : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy report to this 
House as soon conveniently mav be, what amount of force, if 


any, and the annual cost thereof, which will be required to 
execute the duties of the Navy Department, if the Board of Na. 
vy Commissioners be avolished. 

Mr. TRIPLETT also offered the following, whi V: 2 
on Monday, 21st instant: rag adopted 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Canala inquire 
into the expediency of making the necessary appropriation to 
clear the sawyers, logs, and snags out of the channel of the Ohio 
and Mississippi rivers. 


We are desired to mention, iu reference ta thei 
the votes by yeas andnays, asrecorded in the hers pee 
ings, that Mr. Briees of Massachuseits, has gone kome on a 
visit to his family.and Mr. Brrnery, of the same State. was 
detained from the House by indisposition, hae Is 
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Mr. KING of Alabama took the chair at 12o'cock. He 
remarked that he fad been requested to do so by anote which 
he received fiom the Presipenr pro tem. who was detained at 
home by indisposition, There was arule, he believed, which 

, Provided that in case of the indisposition of the President, he 
could designate any Senator to occupy his place for one day. 

Mr CLAY coincided with that construction of the rule, and 
remarked that when he presided over the other House, he had 
acted under such interpretation of the rule. 

: Mr. KING then announced shat petitions and memorials were 
in order; when i 

Mr. YOUNG presented a petition from Stark county, Minois, 

praying for an additional quantity of land te aid in the comple- 
tion of the Tilinois and Micnigan canal: referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Public Lands. 

_ Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from Schuylkill 
county, Pennsylvania, relative to the diminished duties on im- 
ported iron, and praying that the tariff of duties of 1839 on that 

„article may be resiored, with a view to protection: referred to 
the Committee on Manuiactures. sen 

Mr. BENTON presente! a petition from Robert P, Currin, 
praying compensation for a violation of his nts as essee of 
an Indian reservation, by the 4th article of the treaty of 1818, to 
the Chickasaw Indians in the State of Tennessee: referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands, 

Mr. JLUNTING TON remarked that there were on the files 
ofthe Senate several memorials end papers relatiag to light. 
houses in the United States. He asked that they might be 

taken there from, witha view of haying them laid before the 
Committee on Commerce io the other House, which „had 
charge of the subject. i 3 

The motion was agreed to, 

Mr. HENDERSON, from the Committee on Private Land 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the legal representa. 

‘tives of Pailip Barbour; which wasread, and ordered to a se. 
cond reading. 

Mr. BENTON presented a memorial from the city of Cin- 
` cinnati, Ohio, numerously signed, relative tothe injuries re 
sulting to the commerce of that place by the obstructions at the 

Falls, in the Ohio, and ihe monopoly of taxation on com- 
merce by the Lonisville Caual Company, and praying that tae 
Government will constructa free canal ad the Falson 
the other side of the river: referred io the Committeeon Roads 
and Canals. 

The adverse report of committees on private claims were 
taken up and concurred in by the Senate as follows: There- 
ports of the Committee on Revolutionary Claims in the ca 
ofthe trustees of the Presbyterian Church of Connecticnt 
Farms ant oj Blizabethtowa, New Jersey; the heirs of Daniel 
Neale, the heirs of Everaide Meade. the legal representatives 
of Benjamin Harrison, the heirs of Wiiham Meredith; of the 
Commitee of Cizims on the case of the administrate of Tho- 
masCucs; on Pensions on the case of ffannah Hester; on Pub- 
lic Lands: the case of Marcelain Vassain; on Naval Affairs, on 
the claims of Archibald Gwespie. : 
The dill to repeal certain restrictions on pre emption rights, 
in the distribution bill, cameup in its order, on its third read: 

` ing, but on the motion of Mr. SMITH of Indiana, who wished 
“to address the Senate in opposition to its passage, was passed 
over informally, 
« The bill for the relief of Gregoire Sarpy was taken up as 
-in committee of the whole, considered, reported ta the Senate, 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. . 
` Mr. PRESTON moved the Senate to take up for considera- 
tion, with a view to its passage without delay, as a matter of 
` more importance to those interested in its passage, the follow- 
ing bill from the House of Representatives: an act toamend the 
several acts establishin 
Jackson in the west district of Ténnessec. , 

Mr. WALKER urged some objections to the bill, which 

went to allow circuit courts of the United States to be heli in 

` three parts of this State, and expressed a desire to ad- 
dress the Senatein opposition to its passage, as he felt it his duty 
to resist it in its present form; aud on his motion the bill was 
passed Over informaly. ae g 

. Mr. MERRICK presented certain joi utions of the Le. 

_ gislature of Maryland in favor ofthe i of the navy, and 
the protection of the Chesapeate bay; which were ordered to 
be printed, and referred to the Committee ou Naval Afairs, 

Mr. ALLEN presenied a memorial from the county of Law- 
rence, in Obis, on the subject of the tarif, and wiging the neces- 

' sity of discriminating daties. with a view to protection to the 
manufacturing interests of the country: referred to the Com- 
mitiee on Manufactures. 

The bill toauthorize the adaption of measures for the occu: 
pation and settlement of the Territory of Oregon, and for eg- 
tending certain portions of the laws of the United States over 
the same, came up next in order, i 

Mr. LINN hoped tha bill would be passed’ over informally. 
Tt was his ire that it should be taken up, buthe did not wish 
that its consideraiion shouldinierfere with the remarksof the 
‘Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Cray] on his resolutions, Mr. 
L. said his constituents were very much interested in the pass- 
age ofthe bill, and he would seek the earliest opportunity next 
week to have it taken up and disposed of, The bill was pass- 
ed over informally, i £ 

On motion of Mr. YOUNG the following bill was taken up, 
as in committee of the whole, viz: 

The bill declaring the asvent of Congress to the State of Tl- 
Mnois to impose a tax upon ail lands heretofore sold by the 
United Staies in that State, from and after the time of such 


sale. seas toh 

Mr. WHITE moved to postpone the dill uP to-morrow, the 
morning hour having nearly expired, He wished to make 
some remarks upon it. 

Mr. YOUNG hoped not; | 
time to dispose of the bill before 

ate : : 
ats McROBERTS said there was sufficient time to act on it 
then. The bill could not elicit debate; as it only proposed to 
give to the State of Ilinois the right to tax the lands sold by 
the United States in that State, and thereby te repeal the law 
which exempts such lands {rom sale for five years after the 
sale. The bill applies enly to future sales. A similar bill 
passed several times. At the last session an amendment. was 
proposed to the distribution dill, making a general provision, 
allowing the States, from and after the sales of the pub- 
lic lands within their limits, to tax such jands. A debate 
took plage on that proposition; and the Senator from Indiana 


there was, he thought, sufficient 
the expiration of the morning 


a District Court of the United Statesat ` 


SPA STE CITES A CELT SE EE I R a GE ES BNE aL PC HN SEAS UT NE EM ee 


(Mr. Ware} then objected to that amendment because it T 


Would incinde, the State of Indiana, on the ground that his 
Constituents did wot requireit, He also sai@ that, so faras the 
omer States were concerned,he had no objection. Mr. Mc. 
said he had reported this bill to do away with the objection then 
urged against a general provision; stii that Senator objects, 
though h notincladed, ‘his bill merely givesthenght 
to the Siate, if it fudge it expedient to do so, fo lax (he future 
lands sold by the Government. It violates no contract, It 
does not afleci the sights or interests of other States, It merely 

£ t more revenue to 
aperty, and 
ied on the pre- 


Increase the amount of ta 
shr 


ment weuld lose noth 


; Las it paid poting for the concession 
made by the $i 4, (OeN 


ptthese lands from. taxaion: yet 
the © ate of Liligois lost by n more than a balf mil- 
lion of dollars, Michigan and Arkansas never yiclded this 
right to the Feders! Government toiax lands sold by the Go- 
vernment, and can now exercise itas they please. He hai no 
objection to include ait ates in the provisiansof the bit, if 
Senators deemed u proper. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said that under the compact which existed 
between the individual States, (with the exception of Arkansas 
and Michigan,) and the General Government, it was agreed 
that such lands as were sold within the respective Siates by 
the General Government, sould be relieved from taxation for 
five years afiersuch sale. Je believed it was perfectly within 
the power of the States, so far as the constitutionality of the 
quesifon was concerned, to act as they might think proper; but 
he very much dunbted the poliey of the imposition of sucha 
tax, and were he a citizen of the Stateof HMinois, he wonld he- 
sitate before he recommended any such proceedings. He 
would, however, under the present circumstances, cheerfully 
give his consent to the exercise of their discretion in relation to 
the whole matter. That State was, it was well known, v 


much in debt, and was, no doubt, anxions to pay that debt; ani 
ifthee is of that State believed it to be for their benefit to 


tax those lands, s0 tar asi 
permitted to do ga, 

Mr. B 
reason tt 
the land 


s vote was concerned, they should be 


idhe believed the bill onght to pass for the 
y for the exemption for five years, of 
k; ernment, fem being taxed, had ceased 
7 niy years ago, end gru consequane’y that provision 
tothe law ancht to cease al The reason upan which that 
provision wasoviginally fo Q was, that these lands were 
sold upon credit, and to be paid for in instalments, which could 
ed in tesa than fiv yes and in the event of 
ng nopaid after it became due, the land 
But the credit system had been 
abolishe? as long ag unlle certaimiy thought that it 
was time the law, which was founded exctasively upon that 
system, should also cease. 
Mr. WHI CE said that if he were to be governed by motives 
of selfishness, he would give his vete for the bill; but he he- 
lieved it would prove to beaninjury, Instead of a benefit. He 
had takan oceasion heretofore to say that both Michigan and 
Arkansas had experienced the evils crowing out of it. It 
occurred to him the other day, asa singular mode of proceed- 
ing, that upon the mere motion of an individual member, 
the existing compact between the Government and the respec- 
tive States, with the exception of two oniy, withont permitting 
the proposition to be even laid upon the table for examination, 
shonld be annulled. Ts was with this view, and not 
any inteniion of making war against the proposition ttrelf—jo- 
deed, he felt no great anxiety ov h upon the subject, though 
he was decidedly opposed to slation of this descrip- 
tion—that be had made the motion which ne had made, to refer 
the subject to the Committee on Claims. Heretofore thar mo- 
tion had proceeded from che Senator from Siichigan, a State 
which claims no particular jnferest in the matter, ex: 
cept that sort of interest which Æsop explains in one of his 
fables, which be woud not occupy the time at present by re- 
pe: no It was sai he bill was only intended io apply to 
nda to beso in fan and that those lands are Hkely to fall 
into the hands of capitalists and speculators, hut he (Mr. 
WTE) Was inclined to belisve that very few investments for 
the purpose of speculation would be made in the publie lands 
of thecountry, The burden would fall upon the setter alone, 
and it required bat a single degree of penetration to discover 
that the meagure will deter dene fide settlers from coming 
forward to purchas . 
Ifthe Senate were willing to pass the bill now, he would 
i e matien to postpone it. 

uquestion was then taken on the motion of Mr. Wurrs, 
e bill was last np. to commit tt to tha’ Commitee on 

Lands, and negatived—ayes 16. noes 17. 
be biit was then reported to the 5 
Thay ict hird reading? 
Me. McROPBERTS demanded the yeas and nays on the mo- 
tion; which were ordered and taken, and were—yeas23, nays 
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reverted to the United 


the question be: 


in 


So the bil! was ordered to be y 
RETRENCHMENT AND Mi 
The Senate then took up the resaluiions of LAY: 
crease the tarif anove the max £ Comprom net; 


of the Bistri n act which retires 

its oper o be suspe ifa duty of more ‘hangtwengy per 

cent, be demanded tosupport the Government; to retrengh and 
sof Government. g 


ta repta! that provisio 


Tow Mr, Wrieut had proposed amendme 
of pra economy irg useless offic 


es in Con 
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I umece BSS al 


ccssary: 
Mr. CLAY a 
Onr » he ch 


2 XE q by the postponement with w 
jay, yet. feeling somewhat more 
vor to hobble along the best way 
tefthe 


mucha 
Senate indulged hiin yest 
comforizble, wonkd ende 
he could, without requiring forther cadulgence than 4 j 
patience of the Senate while reviewing the argunie which 
had been urged in this discussion against his resolutions. He 
had, however, been saved much trouble by the efficient de- 
fence of them by his friends, and move especially by the able 
and irresistible arevments of his friend [Mr. Evans] the chair- 


man of the Committee ow Finance. 


from , 


In considering’ the various topics Involved in this debace.by 
the opponents of the resolutions, the. firs which demanded his 
attention was. the objection made..by the Senator from South 


_ Carulina, that their purpose was to violate the conipromise act. 


We trusted he would be able to show thal, so far from their 
purpose being a violation of the compromise act, it was in’ per: 
fect accordance with its express and implied provisions, : He 
referred td colemporaneous evidences of thé compact on which 
that act was founded, and comended that it Was in. view of the 
terms of that compact, the principle of protection. was embo" 
died in the compromise act. itself, tiongh in a modified and re- 
strained (orm. The clause in favor ofthe introduction of the 
home valuation was expressly in favor of te manufacturing 
interests. But he Weuld, en passant, stake that he did noe 
concur with his friend from Maine, in his opinion thatthe 
effect of the home valuation would be, in any practical opera- 
tion, to diminish revenue by a prohibitory principle. “There 
were three important principles of protection embodied in the 
compromise act, without which it never could, have ‘been 
passed, 

‘fhe Senator from: South Carolina had taken three grounds 
of objection to the proposed measure to increase the tariff, 
First, that the list of fice articles is to be enlarged; next that 
the land fund has not been restored, and a necessity shown 
afier its restoration for more revenge than twenty per cent, 
for an econonncal administration of the Government and again, 
that expenditures, instead of being retrenched, are kept up by 
appropriations to create a necessity for transcendisg the Jimit 
ot 20 per cent. which he considers cannot be exceeded without a 
violation of the compromise. ‘ 

The compromise, he Mr. CLAY) contended had reference to 
the state of things prior to 1832, as well as tothat which wasto 
succeed down to 1842, and with the exception of adherence to 
the ad valorem principle after the 30thof June, 1842,. left the 
whole question of tariff open to the discretion of Congress, 
merely enjoining the principle of laying no higher duty than 
necessary to raise an adequate revenue for the support of the Go- 
vernment, In answer to the Senator’sargument that 20 per cent. 
wasto be an inflexible rate of ad valorem duty after. June, 
1842 he would suppose a case such as that the imports be- 
came soaugmeniad. and the wantsof the Government so di» 
minished, as to render a tarnifof Bhen per cent. sufficient; 
would the Senator still contend that his nflexible rule of cwen- 
ry per cent, ought to be adhered wot Aad if it ougbt not, should 
not Che principle be applied to a necessary rise of tariff, as to 
a necessary reduction? 

fe admived there was a limitation inthe fifth section of the 
act, and if there was no other seciion referable to the same 
point, he would yield atouce that twenty percent could. not 
be exceeded under any cirenmsatances short of a repeal of that 
portion of theact. Butthe firth section, and the whole subject, 
was controlied and governed by the third section, which ex- 
pre duties may be laid without limitation for an 

tion of the Government, H 


economicaladmin . 

The filth section, however, though withoutthe third section it 
might seem to be conclusive that20 per cent, was not to be 
transcended, had no such limitation in regard to the free list. 
Tt leaves the question of increasing the free list entirely to the 
discretion of Congress. He contended that the discriminating 


principle, as wells the free fist priccipia, seamed to be fully 
recognised by tue Senators (Mr. CaLHoun’s] votes at the extra 
sion for reducing the duties on jewellery to 124 per cent, and 
Tor leiing tea and coflee go duty free, , 

The compromise act, from the date of its passage, operated 
only on articies taxed beyond 20 per cent. the duties on which 
were to be gradually brought down til after the 30th of June, 
1842, so as not then to exceed 20 per cent. Tidig not at all 
interfere with articles taxed below 20 per cent. The act left 
the whole subject open to the legislation of Congress after. the 
30th of June, 1842, with the single exception of adhoring to the 
ad valorem prineiple. 

He argued at much length that if the wants of the Govern- 
ment called for a revenue requiring v tariffof thirty per cent. 
the third section of the compromise act fully authorized the 
laying on of that or any rate of tariff within the limits of the 
supply necessary for the public ‘Treesury, W ith regard to the 
objection urged on thé grounds that the land fand had not been 
restored, he would, before he sat down, show that it never did 
of right belong to the revenue, and thatits present disposition 
should in no case be interrupted. 

Te contended that ihe third section of the compromise act 
pore the sirangest evidence (hat tariffalone wes to be looked to 
aga sourceof revenue; and asa co-rovoration of this, he re- 
ferred to the distribution act, ve fore Congress cotemporaneoudly 
with the compromise act, to dispose of tbe public lands, be- 
cause they were not properly a source of revenue. is 

Tie nexi adverted to the expenditures of the late Administra- 
tion, and asked with what grace could those who had spent 
thirty-five millions a year repreach ihe party now in power 
with excessive extravagance? Where, he asked, were the na- 
e of thirty-five 


But it was di 


less than that of the g 
lesa than the very low 
tended that if during their last year, they had not postponed 
someof their expeoditures, they sneli bave spent twenty-four 
millions, instead of twenty:two, andit was only by delaying 
their duty, to throw the weight of the posipanenrent ‘on their 
successors, that they had got down to twenty-two millions.” 
[Mr WOODBURY expluined here that the gentleman, as 
well as the Senator from Maine (Mr, Evans] were In a great 
error as {othe effect of any postponemei of appropriations 
from IMO to 1311. This. wih some other of cbeir mistakes, 
Mr. W. intended to correct on some other appropriate occasion 
mare fully. Bat now, he would merely say, that na postpone. 
ments were made under the laws just read, except Irom Au- 
gnet to November in 1950, and those in cousequence of the 
State bangs not paving what they owed when duo, nor the 
United States Bank its last bond when due, Further time was 
given to both, and abou: a million and a half postponed for 
three months. Then the United Fiates „paying most of 
its last bond. the postponement was taken © The effect on the 
“whole expenses of the year was vifire, because the appropri; 
ations passed so late that contracta could nothave been made, 


_ betore it was hardly one year in office, with excessive cxtrava- 


and work done, beyond a quarter of. a million in 1840; hadno 
postponement whacever been made. ] ; 

But he appealed to the gentleman in all candor to say was it 
right, after having themselves spent thirty-five millions annu- 
ally; to come forward now, reproaching the new Administration 


gance, Wastefulness, and neglect of retrenchment? How, he 
“would ask them, was it possible to make a more sudden reduc- 
tion from their own average, than to begin with tweniy-two 
millons, trusiing to the process of retrenchment and reform, 
the foundation of which had been so well Jaid for admiting of 
afarther reduction as soon. as ‘practicable? Te admitted that 
something was indispensable for the protection of the country, 
but he did not anticipate that any thing more would be neces- 
sary. And this brought him to a subject on which he 
would ‘here express his. opinion—that of the foreign 
relations’ of the country, He deprecated the course 
taken by a- portion of ‘the public press in relation 
to a nobleman on his way to this country with the olive branch 
of peace in hishand from Great Britain. He was acquainted 
with Lord Ashburton, aud Knew of ro man more to ke esteem- 
ed for high honor and integrity. He bad not, he believed, for, 
the last twenty years, been connected with the bank atthe head 
of which his eons now presided. He hoped Lord Ashburton 
would be received in this country with that welcome and cor- 
diality dye to his embassy and to his own character. 
Mr. Cray here reviewed the who'e ground of the supposed 
causes of war, stating as his conviction that there was nothing | 
` in the question: of the northeastern boundary to sanction the 
probability that a disrapiion could grow out of it; it was enm- 
tirely.a matter of adjustment by painstaking negotiation, The 
question gf the Caroline affair was more dificul, because he, 
with almost every American, believed the whole blame iay with 

Great Britain; but, taking it in the worst aspect, he would ask 
should a singly act, admitting of concession when explanation 
would prove iis justice, be considered sufficient fora war be- 
tween two great powers, so united in language and mutual in- 
terests? Such wag, also, the Creole affair. Jt was a queszion 
-of remuneration and adjustment by negotiation; and it was but 
fair to presume the mission of Lord Ashburton would terminate 

it, as Well asthe other subjecis of dispute, atnicably. 

There was, however, avother question, on which much stress 

had been laid~ho meant that of the right Of search, He did 

not see such MMenkies as were imagined in that question, 

Lor! Aberdeen, is his correspondence with Mr, Stevenson, dia- 

tinc:ly stated that the British Government did not claiai—anless 

by mutual treaty it mght be agreed upon—the right of detain- 
ing or interrupting vessels auiborized by the United States to 
sail under the american flig. He merely urged the necessity, 
from the nature of the case, of having some way of ascertaining 
what vessels bearnig the United States flag were authorized or 
entitled to prevent the Ulicit use of that fag for purposes repu- 
diated by the United states Government jist, 

Mr, mevenson in fis reply had eoneeted that the United 
Statea did not intend vo give ihe protection of the Amer 
flag to foreign vessels using itier ilicit purposes. he just 
privcrpie was understood and recognised by boti, and the only 
difficuity was tie mode of eftecting a laudable object without 
Contpromaing cational rights. [twas a mauerof adjustment. 
He therefore saw in none of those supposed causes of warany 
prospect of disraption. At the same time, as a general prin- 
ciule, he was in faver of placing the country in an adequate state 
of defence, 

Ater dismissing this topic, Mr. Cuay reverted to his pro- 
posed scale of expenditure at uventy-two milions annu- i 
ally, and ackaawieggedihat he had some doubts with his friend 
from Maine (Mr. Evans} that it could be restrained to that. It 
Had been urged agatust him that tus Wes an amount 
far beyond the pledges he had given of bringing down 
the expenditure to thirteen miihons, when Whigs 
piould get into power. His speech made ten years age 
uider diferent cirentastances bad veen referred to jor this 1 
pledge, andalo his Hanover speech in S49. Bat had the whole 
context been read, i would have app: ared that he at then 
as he vid new, thatif it was found compatable wi le public 
service to adrainisier the Cavernment with an expenditnre not 
exceeding fifeen, or thirteen, or oven nine millions, be would 
goahand and deart for coming dawa to that. Would it be con- 
verided that it wes p ble, under the present condition of 
things, before time had been given to examine into the detaitsof 
retrenchment, necessary or proper, to come down to thirteen 
milliong or even below bis proposed scale of twenty-two mil- 
lions for a few years to come? 

He atlveried again to the expenditures necessary for defence, 
and took occasion to express in strong terms of denunciation 
the conduet of Mexico, andthe contemptible Taneuage of the 
chief at the head of that Government m alluding to the people 
of the Valley of the Mississippi. 

Ifo next reviewed the doctrines of protection and of free trade. 
Te said if tree trade could be made universal, he would subscribe 
toit atonce; but as long as oiher nations acted en the protec- 
tive syam, he should contiiue in favor of this country taking 
cere of its ownindustry in preference to fostering that offo- 
reign nations, Headverted to the excessive distr 
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be the United States. This Confederation ought to. look to its 
own membersas its ultimate consumers as well as producers. 
- He next adverted.to the State of South Carolina, and ex. 
pressed a wish tha! its condition now were Sach as bir distin- 
guished son had ten years ago pronounced it shonld ve. But 
he (Mr. Cray) had been informed that so far from the value of 
slaves and land in that State having been doubled, it hed fellen 
offso much, that ata, late sate of the servants of a plantation, 
they. only brought an average of from two to three kuadred 
doljars“each, aud the plantation slaves and all sold for less 
than t` e land had cost ten years ago. : 
The Senator was continually charging him (Mr. Cray] with 
the design of Violating the compromise aci? When hed 
swerved from it?’ He was still for adhering to it, as he under- 
stood its principles. Those principles he did not consider in- 
compatible with the protection of American industry, liu pre- 
ference to any other, He bad lived, and would die, an advo- 
cate of the protective system. He had never changed his prin- 
ciples. ‘hey werenow the same as they had ever beer; but he 


submitted to the restrictions .cf the compromise act as a mat- 
ter of necessity. And he did not even now think it prudent, 


because not practicable, to go as far as his inclinations led hin, 
with the friends of protection. But as faras he could go he 
would, and that was, not to Jay duties for protection alone, but, 
in laying Cuties for revenue to supply the Government with 
rreans, i0 lay them so asto afford incidental protection. ie 
would therefore say to the friends of protection, lay aside all 
attempts beyond this standard, and look to that which is at- 
tainable aud practicable. ` 

As he understood the Democratic party, it was whaily op- 
posed to protection, and weut for the doctrine.of giving encou- 
sagement to foreign industry in preference to the industry of ita 
own conntry. This was a great change, for he recollected the 
time when a different policy was pursued. He mentioned some 
particulars, and then passed on to the general subject of the sys- 
fem of measures which the series of resolutions had in 
view. 

"fhere was, be said, one common ground on which all par- 
ties could unite—that of providiug an adequate revenue fer the 
administration ofthe Government, 

If, in doing this, incidental protection can ve afferded to home 
industry, he invoked every patriot to uniein effecting that 
object. 

ie then referred to- the land fund, and argued at considera- 
bie length in justification ofthe distribution act, and in reply to 
the objections urged against its constitutionality and expe- 
diency. 

In conclusion, he reverted once more to the monopolizing 
system of Great Britain, to her policy of keeping up an excess 
of exports over imports during forty years, with the exception 
ofasingle year, and tothe contrary, policy acted upon by this 
country daring the last eight ycars, in seven of which the im- 
ports had exceeded the exports to a vast extent. 

Ie then asked what wasthe present condition of this coun- 
try? Hery credit dishonored—almest extinguished—ocirines 
of repudiation becoming femiliar—State stocks at fifty per 
cent. depreciation—an enormous foreign debt accumulating 
by interest—and what was to be done? 

Was not the General Government called upon to restore con- 
fidence and credit by raising a sufficient revenue to pro- 
vide for its wants and reinstate its credit? It was the 
duiy of those who neglected to provide an adequate revenue 
in 1836, to prevent the embarrassment then commencing, now 
to vome forward, and aid those whose dwy it was to pay off the 
debis hey contracted. If they would not yield the prejudices of 
party, and come to the rescue of the country, he would appeal 
to them as brothers, as patriots, to step forth on this occasion, at 
least from the ranksof party, and unite in ihis great work for 
the reliefand the honey of their common country. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wenxespay, March 23, 1542. 

The Journal of yesterday was read; {and, on motion of Mr, 
EVERETT, the yeas and nays taken on the several questions 
arising in the proceedings were read } 

Mr. ADAMS moved that the Journal be so amended as to 
state the fact that he (Mr. A.) had demanded an appeal from 
the decision of the Chair by which the gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. Grvoras] had been cut off from his defecce, and that the 
š taken. The 
ex” but not on 


' 


Speaker had decided that the appeal could ne 
fact had been noied in the “National Intelligen 
the Journal, 

Much conversation followed, in which Messrs. ADAMS, 
EVERETT, BOTTS, TRIPLETT, CHAS. BROWN, ant the 
BPEAKER participated. 

When Mr. A. moved to insert on the Journal an amendment. 
corresponding with the following statement from the report of 
the “National Intelligencer;” which statement was read as tol- 

ows: 

“Mr. ADAMS rose and said that there was one question which 
occurred to him, and which he desired to submit tothe House. 
in the question which arose yesterday between the Speaker and 
the gentleman from New York, (Mv. Ficimorz,} the Speaker 
had deciden that the previous question could not be applied so 
as .ocutoffthe gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Cippines} from his 
right secured to him by the Constitution to be heard in his de- 

ene 

‘(Cries on one side ofthe House, “Down in front of the Chair! 
we can neither see nor hear:” and, on the other eide, “Order on 
the other side of the House.?’] 

“Mr. Abans proceeded, So the Speaker had decided. The 
gentleman from New York (Mr. Pinumore] hadinquired if the 
previous question could not be applied so cs to operate u pon all 
the cther members of the House, leaving the gentleman from 
Obio still bis privilege of being heard. “Phat was what he(Mr. 
A.) noderstood to be the question between the Speaker and the 
genlieman from Naw York. The Speaker had decided that it 
would operate to cutoffthe gentleman from Ohio, and that, 
therefore, the previous question could not be entertained. Now, 
he (Mr, A.) tank itthat the decision of the House had not de. 
cided that question between the Speaker and the gentleman 
from New vark. And he (Mfr. A.) wonld now ask whether an 
appeal might not be taken from that part of the Speakers de- 
cision, which waa, that the gentleman from Ohic could not be 
heard in his defence because the previous question had not 
besa applied. If an appeal was in order, he would now make 


world, forher exclusive consumers, end for her supplies of 
material, What ier empirein Europe, Asia, Africa, and the 
Canadas is to ker, the members of this confederation ought to 


iton the erovnd that, according to the idea of the gentleman 
fram New York, although the previous question was now ap- 
plied, it did not and could not cut off the gentleman from Ohio 
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: —— emaan 
from his right to be heard; that the previous question. could not 
apply to that gentleman although it applied to ail others. 

“The Speaker. Inthe opinion ofthe Chair the rules of the 
House cannot operate on une member jn one way, ani on 
another in another—whether he stood here asan accused party 

r not.” k $ 
j Mr. ADAMS asked the yeas and nays on his motion to amend 
the journal, which were ordered, and, being taken, were, yeas 
4i, nays 124. . 

_ So the amendment was rejected. 4 g 

Mr. GOODE, of Ohio, moved to amend the journal by adding 
thereto the following: : PS 

“Mr. Grppines rose and addressed the Chair, 

“The SPEAKER said the gentleman was out of order, the Jouse 
having reversed the decision of the Chair, and directed that the 
rules in relation to the previous question should be rigidly em 
forced, F 

“Mr. Gippixes rose and said: I stand before the House in a 

eculiar situation - i 
P “Mr. M. A. Cooper objected to Mr. Gippines proceeding.” 

Mr. HOPKINS moved to amend the amendment by further 
stating the fact that the objection was withdrawn 

Mr. WELLER said the amendment of his colleague(Mr. 
Goons] concealed an important fact, and that was that Mr. 
Cooper had immediately withdrawn his objection. -After that 
withdrawai, no objection, so far as be knew, had been made to 
his preceeding. He believed if he had then risen, as he was 
requested to do, the House would have unanimously agreed to 
hear his defence. fie should move an amendment so as ,to 
show the facts to the country. 

[Cries of “No, no,” “yes, yes,” &c.] ae 

Mr. BOTTS moved to Jay the original proposition of Mr. 
Goong and the amendments on the table. : 

Mr. ADAMS asked the yeas and nays on that motion; which 
were ordered, and being taken were—yeas 104, nays 64. 

So the proposition of Mr. GeopE and the proposed amend- 
ments thereto were laid on the tanle. 

THE QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE. 

Mr. EVERETT rose and moved a suspension of the rules to 
enable him to offer the resolution which follows, and on that 
motion asked the yeas and nays. 

Mr. BOTTS, Let the resointion be read for information. 

The resolution, as originally drawn, was then read in the fol- 
Jowing words: 

Resolved, That five thousand copies of so much of the jour- 
nal of yesterday asrelatesto the action of the Houseon the re: 
solution in relation tothe Hon, Josava R. Gippines, be printed 
for the use ofthe House. 

Mr. STANLY. Include the resolutions which tha said 
Josava R. Grppincs offered to the House, and I will vote for 
20,000 copies. : 

Mr. EVERETT. Taccept the modification. 

Mr. ADAMS, Fifty thousand copies. , 

Mr. BOTTS. I shail not vote for the expenditure of the pub- 
lic money for any such purpose. 

Mr.=NYDER. Neither shall T; and T object to the reception 
of the resolution. ` 

ThesPEAKER. The gentiemanfrom Vermont (Mr. Eve 
RETT] moved a suspension of the rules to enable him to offer it, 
A Mr. EVERETT then modified his resoiution to read as fol- 

ows: ` 

Resolved, That 5,000 copies of so much of the journal of the 
Qist, 22, and 234 instant, as relates to the action of this Fouse 
on the resolution relative to the Hon. Josnua R. Gippines, to. 
gether wiih the preamble and resolution, be printed for the use 
of this House. aes 

Mr. RAYNER inquired of the Speaker if it was in order to 
move to lay on the table the motion to suspend the rules? 

The SPEAKER, The motion wiil ve in order, 

Mr. RAYNER accordingly made the motion, 

The SPs AKER suggested to Mr. Rayner thatthe motion to 
suspen the rules required a vote of two-thirds. 

Mr. BOTTS also suggested to Mr. R. that the object would be 
better accomplished by suffering the question to be taken on the 
motion to suspend the rules; ihat mouon required a vote of two- 
thirds, whereas a motion to lay on the table required only the 
vote ol a majority, 

Mr. STANLY inquired of the Speaker whether the Journal 
proposed to be published would include the remarks made 
by the gentleman feom Vermont, [Mr. EVERETT} protesting 
against the incendiary course of the geutleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
Gippincs. ] 

‘The SPEAKER, The Chair cannot state what the Journal 
will or will not contain. 

Mr. RAYNER reminded the Chair that he had moved to lay 
on the tabte the motion to suspend the ules. 

Mr. WELLER suggested that the expenses of printing 
should be deducted from the per diem of the members who voe 
ted for it. 

Me. RAYNER withdrew the motion to Jay on the table, re- 
marking that he wasentirely opposed to spending the public 
money on such a creature, 

So the motion to lay on the table wag withdrawn, and the 
question recurred on the motion to suspend the rules, 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina desired to be informed 
whether the motion ofthe gentleman from Vermont included 
the remarks made by that geatleman in relation to the course of 
the gentien.an from Ohio? 

Mr. SVERETT. [shall by and by ask the indulgence of the 
House to say a few words on that quesuon, 

The SPEAKER called to order. 

Mr, CARUTHERS inquired of the Speaker if any objection 
had been made to the resolution? 

The SPEAKER. Haifa dozen; and a motion has been made 
to suspen the rules. 

On which mosion the yeas and nays were asked 


and, being taken, resuited as follows: 


and ordered; 


YEAs—Messrs. Adams, Sherlock J. Andrews, Aycrigg, 
Baker, Barnard, Birdseye, Boardman, Borden, Brockway, 


Bronson, Calhoun, Chittenden, Jobn C. Clark, Cowen, Cran- 
ston, Cravens, Cushing. Richard D. Davis, Egbert, Everett, 
Fessenden, Fulmare, Fornance, Gates, Patrick G, Goode, 

ranger, Hat, William S. Ifaatings, Henry, Hopkins, How. 
ard, Hudson, James, McKeon, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Ma. 
thews, Mattocks, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Osborne, Benjamin 
Randall, Ridgway, Wilham Russell, J. M. Russell, Sakon- 
neall, Pimontan; Pada, T Smith, Stanly, Steenrod, Stokely, 
'linghast, Trumbull, Weller, Joseph 1. i $ 
and Augustus Young—58. f ee Winthrop, 


NAYS—Mesars. Arnold, Arrington, Atherton, 


Be n 
lack,Black, Botts, Boyd, Brewster, i 


Aaron V. Brown, Milton 
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Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, William Butier, Green W. 
Caldwell, John Campbell, William B. Campbell, Thomas J. 
Campbeil, Caruthers, Carey, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Clin- 
ton, Coles, Colgnit, Mark A. Coaper, Cross, Daniel, Garrett 
“>. Davis Dean, Deberry, Doan, Doig, Easiman, ©. A. Floyd, 
Gentry, Gérry, Gogain, Wm. O. Goode, Gordon, Green, 
Gwin, Habersham, Harris, Joho Hastings, Hays,‘ Mouck, 
Hubard, Hunter, Chas. J. Ingersoll, Jos. R. Ingersoil, Jack, 
Keim, John P. Kennedy, Andrew Keunedy, Lewis. Licicfieid, 
Abraham McCielian, Robert McClellan, MeKay, Mallory, Mar- 
chand, Alfred Marshall, J. Thompson Mason, Maxwetl, Meri- 
wether, Miller, Moore, Newhard, Oliver, Owsley, Parmen- 
ter, Pendleton, Piumer, Pope, Powell, Rayner, Reed, Reding, 
Rencher, Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, Roosevelt, Shaw, 
x” Shepperd, William Smith, Suyder, Stratton, J. T. Stuart, Sum- 
«mèrs, Sumter, Sweney, Taliaferro, John B, Thompson, Jacob 
. Thompson, Triplett, Underwood, Waltace, Warren, Wash- 
ington, Watterson, Westbrook, E. D. White, and Thos. W. 
. WiHiams—107. 
So the rules were not suspended, and the resolution was not 
received. 
gr. EVERETT rose and said he wished to throw himself for 
a moment oa the indulgence of the House, to say a word in re- 
py to the gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. STANLY} and 
outh Carolina, [Mr. Campssxy,]in relation toa remark made 
by him (Mr. E.) on a former day-—— 
“The SPEAKER. The gentleman can only proceed by uni- 
versal consent. 
Mr. HOPKINS objected. 
Other members aiso objected, amidst cries of “We have all 
personal explanations to make.” 
Mr. STANLY said the privilege of being heard for the pur- 
pase of making a personal explanation had never heen denied. 
: he gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. THompson,} the other 
day, had occupied nearly half an hour in being heard about his 
State bonds, 
. The objections being persisted in, Mr. E. could not proceed 
* i his remarks. : 
hi The journal again: 

Mr. WELLER rose and moved to amend the journal by ad- 
ding thereto the following : 

“That beforethe previous question had been sustained by the 
House, (and whilst the same was under his coatrol, as the mo- 
ver,) Mr. WELLER offered to withdraw the previous question if 
his colleague { Mr. Gippinas] would rise and say that he wished 
to be heard, Ihe said Josuua R. Gipsies making no response 
thereto, the vote was then taken on sustaining the previous 
question.” 

Mr. WELLER said that he had not felt any disposition what- 
ever to prevent his colleague {Mr. Gippines] from being heard 
in his defence. Indecd, he wasanxious that be should be heard, 
ifhe desired it, before the vote was taken upon the resolution 
which he had offered, He (Mr. Wreprer) bad stated on yes- 
terday that his unly object in moving the previous question was 
to preventa general debate at this time, which might impede 
the progress of oiher more impertant business, He furrher 
stated that if his colleague would now say that he wished to re- 

spond to the accusation, he would withdraw the previous ques- 

tion, with the understanuing tnatafter he had been fully heard, 

a vote should ba taken. Atthis point objections were made, 

and the Speaker calling to order, Mr. W., tok his seat, After 

some remarks from other gentlemen, and considerable confu- 

sion inthe hall, I (said Mr, W.)again rose, and declared that I 

- would withdraw the previous question, upon the simple condi. 

tion that he (Mr. Grop1Nes] wou d say that he wished to speak. 

To this proposition, said Mr. W. my colleague made no re- 

sponse, and I then declared to the Speaker that 1 would not 

withdraw it. The reporters for one of the city papers, said Mr. 

W., have not stated the remarks which I made when last up. 

He believed it was apparent to all who witnessed the proceed- 

ing, that the only reason why his colleague was not heard, was 

simply because he would not speak. Mr. W. said all he de- 
sired was. that the facts should be properly understood. 

Mr. P. G. GOODE rose to offer an amendment. _ 
Mr, WELLER said he intended to move the previous gues- 


ma 


“The SPEAKER said the gentleman’s colleague (Mi. Goong] 
had obtaied the floor to offer an amendment, 

Mr. GOODE then moved the following amendment to the 

: amendment of Mr, WELLER: 

‘ “And that Mr. WELLER on being asked by the SPEAKER 
whether he unconditionally withdrew his motion forthe pre- 
vious question, did not so withdraw it.” 

Mr WELLER said if that went os the Journal the Journal 
would contain a falsehood. — , 

Mr. GOODE replied that it would contain the the truth, and 
nothing but the truth. ; 

Mr. WELLER again repoated tha: it was false, and proceed- 
ed to reiterate what he had before stated. If he had given an 
inaccurate account of what transpired, gentlemen who were 
near him and heard all his rewarks, could correct him. 

Some explanations passed between Messrs. Goons and 


ER. 
wie HOPKINS saidhe wished, before he voted upon the 
amendment proposed by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
Goops,} to the proposition of the gentieman before him. {Mr. 
Wetxer ] to inquire whether that gentleman [Mr. torpE} had 
not himself gone to the seat of his colleague, [Mr. Grppines,] 
andadvised him notte speakor say a word In his defence. — 

Mr. GOODE was understood to reply that he had gone to his 
colleague, and asked him whether he would get upand speak 
here, at the mercy ofthe House, and on such terms as it m 
dictate; whether he would answer just so muchas the [fouse 
chose he should, and no more; whether he would speak just 80 
much as the House would permit him to speak, and no morc? 
Mr. Gxppines had promptly reptied that he did not intend io do 
any such thing; that he stood upon his right; and he claimed 
that right, and would not abandon it. He (Mc. Goons) ap 
proved of the course of his colleague, and should have regard. 
edhim asa dishonorable man if he had pursued any other 
course. He Mr. [Gippixe:] had acted the part oi an honorabie 
man; he had resigned his seat. There was yet some spirit re- 
maining in the State of Ohio, 

[A voice. Thatvsa fact.) _ . p 

The SPEAKER said this discussion was 
motion to amend the Journal. 

Mr. HOPKINS continned. Te said he should like to know 
what werethe ferms referred to by the gentleman ‘as in any 
degree restricting his colleague in his defence. H was the first 
time he hadheaid any thingabout terms. On the contrary, 
his own understanding was that the gentleman from Ohio (Mr, 
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Gippines] was offered the opportunity of speaking im his de- 
fence, and of -prescribing to himself any latitude of remark 
which, in his opinion, was necessary to his vindication. 

Mr. GOODE said he understood precisely such termsas you 
would give to a culprit, to man condemned to death, with a hal- 
ter round his neck, brought tothe gallows, and thera permitied 
to make conleasion; terma repulsive to every principle of 
liberty and independence; terms which the hunur that auached 
to a man holding.a seat here as the Representative of freemen, 
forbade him to escape; terms by which a man is screwed inthe 
vice— : 

Mr. RAYNER objected to this discussion. 

And Mr. R. desired to be informed by the -gentleman from 
Obio [ Mr. GoopE] whether bis colleague, (Mr. Grppings,) if he 
went home and returned, (as the gentleman had stated the fact 
of a resignation having taken place,) intended to charge this 
Government with doubje mileage} z. 

Mr. GOODE said that for an answer to the question he would 
refer the gentleman from North Carolina (Me, Rayxsrj to 
some of the Retrenchment Committees of the House. 

tion followed on a pointef order, in which 
D, TILLINGHAST, and the SPEAKER par- 


Mr. WELLER said that any man who knew him personally, 
couid never imagine for one moment that he world shrink 
from the responsibility attached to his acts. e held himself 
responsible for the resolution which had been adopted, and 
was willing to go before the country upon it. The preambie 
and resolutions were drawn by the gendeman from Virgiuta, 
{Mr. Borrs } 

Mr. BOTTS. And Ihave taken the responsibility— 

Mr. WELLER. Sir, ï am ready to defend them, and 
no maan shall charge me with skuiżing responsibility. No, 
sir, I— . 

Mr. RAY NER rose to order. 

Mr. BOTTS desired io state the fact, he said, that Mr. Go 
DINGS had written out the speech which he intended to make, 
and which was published in a note to the Reporter of the “Ia- 
telligencer” in this day’s paper—and that that was his whole de- 
fence. 

Mr. WELLER was about to proceed— 

When Mr. MORGAN rose to a poiñt of erder. He submit- 
ted to the Speaker that the discussion was not in order, because 
the previons question had been moved. N 

The SPPAKPR said he did not understand that the previous 
qnestion bad bern called. ; 

Mr. WELLER said he had intended to move the previous 
question, and, if the motion had not been entertained, he would 
now move it. 

Mr. W. however, withdrew the motion on the request of Mr. 
WISE, and on his pledge to renew it. 

Afler some explanations from Mr. WISE as to the state of 
facts, and some conversation ona question of order— 

Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS moved to iay the whole subject on 
the table. 

The yeas and nays were asked 
were—yeas &7, nay 7 

So the whole subject was laid on the table. 

A message in writing was received from the Pr 
United States by the hands of Ropert TYLER, jr. 
cretary. n 

Mr. BOTTS and Mr. WELLER madesome mutaal explana. 
tions, in correction of a misunderstanding asto the purport of 
some remarks, 

Mr. BOTTS asked leave to offer the following resoiution, 
which was read for information, but which, objection being 
made thereto, was no’ received: 

Resolved, Fhat the Committee on Public Expenditures be 
instructed to inquire into the nature ofa claim formerly pre- 
sented to Congress by Charles J Catlett, of Virginia, which, by 
a law passed on the 2d July, 1836. “the proper accountng ofii- 
cers of the Treasury Department. were authorized end directed 
tosettje upon the principtes of the acts of Congress of the 9h 
of April, 1816, and 3d of March, 1817; whether said cians has 
been settled, and what amount paid; whether the accounting 
officers of the Treasury Department allowed said claim on prir- 
ciples established by the laws above referred to, ey wheiher it 
was done upon the authority or order of the acting Presi ` 
the United Sates; and if settled upon the prirciples antha 
by law, why suth settlement was not made at an eather perio 
and if upon such order of the acting President, under wha 
or by what authority he directed the payment of such claim; 
and whether such claim was first refused to be paid ou such 
order, and by what anthority, and under what circumstances, 
the said accounting officers ultimately allowed it; and to wh 
fund such payment was charged; and to report any acd all the 
circumstances deemed pertinent connected with the settlement 
of said claim. 

Mr. WISE, who had given notice of an amendment to the 
journal which he intended to move, setting forth the fact that on 
the cali of the yeas and nays on Mr. WELLER’sS reseliion yes 
terday, he Gir. W.) had refused to vote, rose and stated that, 
asso much time had already been occupied, he would not in 
sist on his motion. 

The SPEAKER laid before 
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and ordered, and, being taken, 
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the House the followin 
ASHINGTON City, Marc! 

y resign my ofice of Representatiy 
taies from the sixteenth Congr 


210nal dis+ 


titct of Frio. - 
Wih great respect, Four obedient servant, 


J. R. GIDDINGS. 


. dons WITE 7 
rof the House of Representatives, 

On marion of Me ADAMS, the Speaker was euthorized to 
inform the Executive ofthe State of Ohio of tue vacancy ihus 
created. 


APPLICANTS FOR OFFICE. 
On the suggestion of Mr. WISE, and by general consent, the 
Speaker laid before the House the following message from the 
Preaitent of the United States: 


a s y à 
A Wisuineron, March 23, 1842, 
To the House of Representatives of the United States: $ 
“A resolution adopted by the House of Representatives. on the 
16th instant, in the following worde, viz: ‘Resolved, That: ` 
the President of the Uniled Siaies and the, heads of the several 
Departments be requested to communicate to ihe House of 
Representatives i ainesof such of tie members {if any). of 


of the view that I hav ken of this question. While l shall 
ever evince ił uest readiness to communicate to the 
House af Represeniatives ail proper information which the 
House shat] deem necessary toa due discharge of its constitue 
tional obligations and metiens, yet it becomes me, in defence 
of the Consituiion and laws of the Uniied States, to protect the 
Executive Department from ail encroachment on is powers, 
rights, and duties, In my judgment, a compliance with the res 
solniion which has been transmitted to me would be a su rene 
der of daties and powers which the Constituion bas conferred 
exclasively on the Executive; and, therciore, such compliance 
cannot be made by me, nor by (he heads of Departmenis by my 
direction. Theappointing power, so far as i is bestowed on 
the President by the Consiituuon, is conferred without reserve 
or qualification, The reasen tor the appointment, and the re- 
spousibitity of the appointment, rest with him alone. J cannot 
perceive any where in the Consthution of the United Siates any 
right conferred on the House of Representauves to hear the 
ressons which an applicant may urge for an appoinunent to 
office under the Executive Department, or any duly resting 
upon the Houre ol Represetitatives by which it may become res 
sponsible fur any asch appointment, — 

Any assumption or misapprehension on the part of the 
House of Representaives of its duties and powers iu respect to 
appointments, by which it encroaches on the rights and duties 
of the Execurive Department, is, to the exieut to which it 
reaches, dangerous, impolitie, aud unconstitutional. 

For these reasons, so perfectly convincing to my mind, I beg 
leave respectfully to repeat, in conclusion, that E cannot come 
ply with the request contained in the above resolation, 

JUIN TYLER. 


having been read 
IRE pose and said that as the gertle 

lunon was not naw at pr 3) 
would move that the mes:age be laid on the tab.e and printed; 
which motion was agreed t 

j LGU YING IN YORK, 

Fhe SPEAKER said he had had uw tel to him certain 
preamble and resolutions from a large meeting held in the sity 
of New York upon the condition af the county generally. 
ir a the table and print.??} 


ed a division of the question on the motion 


to print, 
Mr. HOPKINS made a remark which the Reporter could not 
hear. 


informed by the Speaker, whether these resoiaton had prece- 
dence over all other b ness coming within the same order.of 
business, ae petitions &e, Te had halfa dozen peutions in bia 
drawer which he wished to present. 

The SPEAKER said he supposed he was presenting the re» 
solvtions by general consent, 

Mr. STANLY objected. 

Ss the preamble and resolutions were not received. 

Mr. COW ¿N asked leave to ofer a resolution providing that 
the House would meet at Wo’clock op Faday and Saturday 
next, for the purpose of considering and disposing of business 
on the private calendar. 


Objected to. 
THE LOAN BILL, : g 

Cn the motion of Mr. FILLMORE. the Monse resolved itself 
into Commitee of Whale on the state of the Union, [Mr WARD, 
sf New York, in thechair,] and régumed the consideration of 
s Hi} “for the extension of he jody of 1641, and for an addi- 
tion of five mijiions of dollars thereto. eee 

The penduyg ques:ion was on the motion of Mr. Finusrors 
(under the direction of the Commitiee\of Ways and Means) 
to amend the bill by adding thereto ths following, as sec- 

mas $ ; a 
rand be it further enacted, That the moneys arising from 
duties on goods, wares, and merchandise which may be im. 
ported into the United States be, anil the same are hereby 
pledged for the payment ana redemption of stock hereafter to 
be issued under and by virtue of this act aud te act of duly 


21, 1841, hereby amended, and so much thereof as may be ne- 
cessary.to pay the jaterest-on said stack, and redeem the same 
when due, is hereby appropriated to that object, to be applied 
by the secretary ol the Treasury to such payment and redemp- 
tion. 

Whichamendment Mr. Wiss moved to amend as follows: 
Strike out aii alter the word “that,” and inseri the words— 

Phe Let, 2d; 34, 4th, Bul, 6th, Sta, and 9h sections of “An act 
to appropriaie the proceeds ot the sales.of the pubiic lands and 
to grant pre-emption rights, approved September 4, 1541, be, 
and the same are hereby, repealed; and that the nett proceeds 
of the sales of the pubiic lands be, and the same are hereby, 
pledged for the-payment ani redemption of the stock hereafter 
to be issued under and ‘hy virtue of this act and the said act of 
July 21, ISH, andof any lvan which may héreatier be au:ho- 
rized by law, until the whole of the public debt be fully paid 
and discharged; and so much of said proceeds of said sales as 
may be necessary to pay the interest on said stock or loans, 
and to rddeem the same when due, is hereby appropriated to 
that object, to be applied by the Secretary of the Treasury to 
such payment and redemption; and the Secretary ofthe Trea- 
sary shall, if the said stock shail at any time, and as soon as 
the same shall at any time depreciate in the market below par, 
purchase and redeem the same with the funds arising trom 
said nett proceeds from the ‘sales of the pudlic lands.” 

Mr. STANLY rose toa point of order; which he hoped the 
House would decide before they went into a general debate 
on the Jandbill, He said this amendment was out of erder; 
and he relied on the decision ofthe Chair yesterday to sustain 
the point. 

The CHAIRMAN said he did not consider that the propesi- 
tion now under consideration would at all interfere with the 
question decided yesterday by the Chair. The section under 
consideration provided for the security to be given for the pay- 
ment of the principal and interest on the stock. It was now 
proposed tosubstitute the public lands instead of the revenue 
arising from imports. The question, therefore, was, whether 
they would give personal or real security? li was therefore 
germain to the question, and viewing itio that light, he consi- 
dered the ameniment in order. 

Mr, FILLMORE appealed from the decision. . 

The Cugrk co.amenced reading the sections of the distri- 
bation tact propose to be repealed; but before he hau pro- 
ceeded far— . : 

Mr. FILLMORE said further reading was unnecessary. The 
amendment proposed to repeal so much of the aci as authorizes 
the distribution among the States. 

Mr. WISE. Leaving the pre-emption provisions untouched. 

Mr. FILLMORE briefly sustained the appeal. 

Mr. WISE obtained the floor, and with a view to ascertain 
whether there was a quorum present, moved that the commit 
tee rise, ` 

And the quesijon being taken, the vote stood—ayes 44, nocs 
65. No quoram. 

The committee rose and reported that fact tothe House, 

Mr. WISE move and asked the 
yeasand nays on tue motion, that it might be seen who were 
present. 

‘The yeasand nays having been ordered, the question was 
taken, snd decided in (he negutive as follows—yeas 24, 
nays 110, . 

orate appearing now much less than a quorum of membeis 
present— i 

Mr. STANLY asked if it would be in order to send to the Se- 
ate for the absent members? 

The SPEAKER replied that it would not. 

_ Mr, MORGAN asked leave to offer a resolation provid- 
ing for the publication of the list of absentcos at any cali cf the 
House. 

Which resolution, being objected to, was not received. 

Mr. RIGGS asked leave to alfer a resolution, making (as wag 
understood by the Reporter) it the dnty of the Clerk to enter on 
the Journal the fist of abecatees, and providieg that the per 
diem shatl not be p o any member, ifa tfrom the House 
for more than, two days dur 

Objection bsing made. the resolution 

Mr. WISE moveda call of the House, 


1 en the 
motion to adjoura—on which a quorum of members had voted 
—and the restoring of the Chair tothe chairman of the com- 
mittee, . 
Mr. ADAMS appealed from the decision of the Speaker. 
The quesiion, “Shall the decision of the Speaker stand 
as the judgment of the iTonset? was taken, and the vate stood: 
Ayes 82, noves 32. No quoriun. 
_ And, oa motion of Me. T. J. CAMPBELL, the House ad- 
journed. 


The followin 
the Constituti 
House of Repr: i 
ofKentusky. @hey were r 
seven mety 

Resolved 
the United st 
the followiag 
recotomende 
ratification 

Amend | 
the woris 
Ingert, the wor 
House may 

Amend iho 
ter the wor 
Bra'es" ihe 
eligibls to 
piration of 

Amend the seve 
after the w 
second pari 
the Secrete 


sem'usives of 
Phat 
and 


Z 


ares o. 


i Fouss" wherever they at 


of all the members to 


naiarity 
, 


3 othe 7 
master General and such officers ed with his 
Bepariment” 
Add to the Constitution the following articles: 
i ARTICLE XIJ, 
Redt There shall be established iwo departments, indepen- 


(Yeoman Ee Eae nET E 
tes i 


_CONCRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


dent ofthe control of the President of the United States; one to 
be denominated the Treasury, Department, and the oiher the 
Posi Office Department. | . 

Src. 2. A Secretary, to preside over andconduct the affairs of 
the Treasury Depariment, shall be elected for the term of jour 
years by the House of Representatives. He shail be inelegible 
for the succeding four yearsalter the expiration of his term, nor 
shall he be elegible to fiil the office of Postmaster General du- 
ring the four yedrs next succeeding the expiration o! his term. 
> BEC. 3. The Secr tary of the Treasury shall nominate, and, 
by ani with the advice aud consent of the Senate, shall ap- 
poiut all officers whose principal duties consist in collecting, or 
receiving, or disbursing; cr keeping accounts concerning the re- 
venue, oY any part thereof, postmasters and other officers whose 
duties pertain to the revenues of the Pust Office Department 
excepted. But Congress may, by law, vest the appointment of 
such inferior officers, whose duties pertain to the Treasury De- 
partment, as shall be deemed proper, in the Secretaiy of the 
Treasury alone. 

Suc, 4. The Secretary ofthe Tr asury shall fill all vacancies 
which may occur in the offices connected with his Department 
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The tenure of all offices aud the mode of removal from office 
shall be regulated by law, those cases excepted in which special 
provision ts made ju the Constitutican. 
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sident has received a majority of all the votes as is herein re- 
quired, it shall be the duty of the Senators and Representatives 
present to chouse a President, or Vice President, or both; in do- 
ing which, they shall elect the President from among those nomi- 
nated fur that office, andthe Vice President from among those 
nominated for that office. In. making the choice, each Senator 
and Representative shali have one vote, anda majority of the 
votes present shall decide. In conducting the election, the votes 
shall be given viva voce, and placed upon the journais of each 
House. 

SEC. 2. Should the members of the Legislature of any one or 
more of the States fail to nominate in the mauner required in 
the first section of this article, or should the Governor of any 
one or more of the States fail to report the norninarionsmade, 
or the votes given in his State. to the Presideut of the United 
S:atesin the manner and within the time required, any election 
of a President and Vice President, or either of them, which may 
be made without regard to sach failures, or eliher of them, 
shall be valid to all intents and purposes, as if they had never 
occurred, 

Articue XVIL 

In the apportionment of Representatives which is made, bazed 
upon the census taken in the year 1850, the number. of Reare- 
sentatives shall not exceed double the number of Senators. 

Resolved, That whenever tiree-fourths*of the Legislatures 
of theseveral States shall ratify the foregoing proposed amend, 
ments, or any ene or more of them, the same, whea thus rati- 
fied, shal! be valid to allintents and purposesas part of the Cons 
siitution. s i 

The following are the preamble and reso! ution otfered by Mr. 
MEDILI, 0n Monday last, on ihe subject of the prescitation of 
petitions for the dissoluiion of the Unlon: 

i with the venerated WASHINGTON. as ex: 
sto his countrymen, that “the 
one people, is also 
in piilarin the edi- 
dice of your real independence, the support oi your tracquillily at 
road—of your salety, of your prosperity, of 
that very liberty which you so highly prize.” Admire the great 
wisdom that so early foresaw whaiis now prasically illustrated, 
“that from different causes and from differeat quarters much 
pains will be taken and many artifices employed to weaken in 
yonr minds this truth; as ihis isthe point in your potidcal icrivess 
against which the batteries of internal and externai enemies will 
he most constantly and ectively (hough ofen covertly endin- 
viciously) directed; and belreving with him that itis of “infi- 
nite moment that you should properly estimate the Immense 
value of your national Union to your collective aud indiv dual 
happiness, and (hat you should cherish a cordial, pabitual, and 
istuovable avachruest to it--accus‘oming yourselves to think 
acd speak of it as a paliadism of your political safety and pros: 
perity, watching for its preservation with jealous anxiety, dise 
countenancing Whatever may gesteverva suspicion chat it 
canin any event b: abandoned, and jodiguently frowning upon 
the first dawning of any attempt to ailenate any portion of our 
country Jrom the rest, or to enfeeble the sacred ties which now 
bind together the various parts’’— therefore, 

Resolved. That the presentation hereafter of any petition, 
memorial, resolution, or other paper, preying or suggesting, or 
in any wise proposing a dissolution of the Union of these States, 
shal] be deemed offensive to the Representatives of the people, 
aciing as they are, under the highest and most solemn obliga- 
tions that human authority can impose, “to snpportthe Cousti-+ 
tution of the United Siates,” a violation of which is thereby ins 
vited, and subjects the person offering the same to the indignant 
censure of this House, 


The following resolutions were also offered on Monday (and 
adopted) in addition to those noticed in our paper of Wednesday 
last: 

On motion of Mr. POPE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Tavalid Pensions bein. 
structed to inquire into the jestice and expediency of placing 
Beyant Bloan on the P-psion list, or of increasing the pension 
iheretofore allowed lim. 

On motion of Mr. MORRIS, 

Resolved, Thatthe Committee on the Public Lands bein. 
structed io inquire into the expediency of establishing a land 
ofice in the town of Marietta, in Wasiington county, or Wood- 
side, Monroe county, Ohio, 

On motion of Mr, PENDLETON, 

Resolved, That the proceedings of a public meeting of the 
citizens of Cincinnati on the subject of a Western armory, be 
rred to the Committee on Mil Affairs. and be printed, 
On motion of Mr. GCODE, of Ohio, 

Resolved, That the Cummutee cn the Post Office and Post 
sence Lo inquire ir pediaucy of establish. 
route from New re . via Chickasaw, Mercer 
y, lo Recovery. Vark county; Olle. 

On marion of Mr, RIDGWA 

dtesoived, That the Cumimiitee on Revolutionary Pensiona 
be instrucied to Inquire into the expediency of establishing a 

ency in me city of Columbus, in the State of Ohio, 
and thatthey report thereon. 
tion of Mr, O% 3¥, 
uliee on Public Lands be instruct: 


re 


} exped of repeating the law auihe- 
1 1e Presi: ef the bited States to appointa secreary 
to sign land patents, and to require them to be signed ky the 


Recorder of the General Land Office. 
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Mr. MERRICK presented a memorial from James School 
and others, of Maryland, praying for an increase of the.tariff of 
duties, With a view to protection, They attribute all the em 
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barrassmentsof the country. to the low rate of dutie 
to the Committee on Manufactures, : 

Mr. BARROW presented the petition of Thomas O. Meus 
of New Orleans, Louisiana, praying that moneys paid by him 
in the purchase of lands from the Government may be refund- 
ed to himi referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. YOUNG persented a memorial from Grundy, Hinois, 
asking Congress to make an additional grant of land to that 
Btate, to aid in the completion of the Ilinois and Michigan ca- 
nal: referred to the Committee on Public Lands. X 

Mr. YOUNG presented a memorial from citizens of Wood- 
burn, Banker Hill vicinity, and Macaupin county, Winois, in 
favor of a congress ofnations for the adjustment of national 
disputes without a resort to the sword: referred tu the Commit 
tee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. SMITH, from the Committee on Public Lands, said that 
two memorials had been referred to the commutice asking do- 
nations of land to aid in the education of the deaf and dumb— 
one was from the President of the Virginia institution fur that 
object, and one from citizens of the State of Linois, asking a 
township of land to assist Illinois in carrying on the institution 
founded for that object in that State. Mr. S. said two States 
only had received such grants for that purpose-—Kentucky and 
Connecticut. The committee had considered the subject fulty, 
and had come to the conclusion that as grants had been made 
to those two States, similar grants should be made to others, 
They thereiore had directed him to report a general bili ma- 
king grants to all the States in the Union, which have not re- 
ceived, andto include in the provisions of the bill other classes 
of persons, the blind and insane. He accordingly reported— 

A billgranting land to the several States, for the education 
of the deafand dumb and blind, and for the relief of insane per- 
sons; which was read and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. MANGUM, on leave, introduced a bill to establish naval 
schools, and for other purposes; which was read twice, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Claims, made an ad- 
verse report on the petition of Ezra St. John, for indemnity for 
Property destroyed in the late war; which was ordered to lie 
on the table, and be printed. 

Also, from the same committee, to which had been referred 
House bill for the relief of Joseph Perkins, James Perkins, and 
John B.: Perkins, reported the same back without amendment, 
and with a recommendation that it be indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. BAGBY submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the propriety of ereeung fortifications 
on the east side of Dauphin Island, for the defence and protec: 
tion of the city and harbor of Mobile. 

Mr. KING remarked that it was known by many Senators 
that the fort on Dauphin Istand was heretofore included in the 
regular class of fortifications in the reportsof estimates from 
the Engineer Department, and was authorized tobe construct: 
ed under the direction of that Department. A fort was com- 
menced there, bat forsome cause was discontinued. ‘the im- 
pression now prevailed among intelligent officers and others, 
that it wasimpossible to defend the harbor aad city of) 
in caseof hostile aitacks, without ths erectioa cf a fo 
on theeast part of Dauphin Island. Ifthe commitiee would 
examine the subject, they would see the necessity of the forti- 
fication proposed, instead of the one which was commenced; 
and if it was intended to protect this city atali, they ought to 
begin the erection of a fort in time to have it properly done. 
At present it was not in a proper state of defence. He had merely 
made these remarksto call the early attention of the Cummit- 
tee on Military Affairs to the subject. 

The resolution was then adapted. 

Mr. TAPPAN, on leave, introduced abil} for therelief of 
Jacob Graves, which,-aftera few remarks, calling the aitention 
ofthe committee to its merits, was read twice, and, with the 
documents on the filesofthe Senate relating to it, was referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs, 


Mr. PRESTON rose and said he desired to offer a resolution 
which he believed was ofa somewhat novel character, and be 
was therefore not entirely certain of the ground on which he 
was treading with regard to it. He would propose that it lay 
over for consideration until to-morrow, and in the mean time 
time that the attention of the Senate should be directed to the 
subject. He would refrain from entering into the disci 
present, further than merely to state that the object of th 
lution was to produce a declaration of the opinion of the 
nate in regard to the present condition of or finances and our 
credit. He had been lately so much confined by illness, and 
prevented from attendance in his place in the ule, that he 
hardly knew what might be the genera! feeling and sentiment 
upon the subject of the disastrous condition of the finances of 
the Government, and the disgrace which its credit had suffered; 
but as for himself, he must be permitted to say that his mind 
had been oppressed by the accounts which had been brought 
under his nolice, of the lamentable state of the affairs of this 


country. 


referged 


He did not propose to investigate, at present, the means by 
which she had been brought to that condition; nor to impute to 
any party, or to any particular policy, the ev is he complained 
of; for his mind was so impr ased with their calamitous condi- 
tion as to leave no room for bitterness or reproach. He was 
aware ofthe impossibility of the Senate doing any thingin the 
matter —he was aware of the restrictions under which they la- 
bored, as well as the courtesy which was due to another co or- 
dinate branch of the Government; but he thought that in the 
presentemergency, in thisstate of things, which had never been 
paralleled in our own history, or if the bistory of the world ite 
self, except under circumstances of war and revolution, they 
should at least show to the nation that they were not altogether 
regardless of her interest and her honor, an’, if passibie, to sti. 
mulate action in a quarter where action would be of ervice, 
When the resolution came up for discussion, he would oller 
some additional remarks in regard to the multiplied calamities 
under which the country labors. At present he would merely 
add, that his heart was grieved, his feeiings subdued, by the 
prospect of those palpable and undisguised miseries, mere than 
by any circumstance which had eugaged his thoughts since he 
firgt took- part in poliuical affairs; and he thought the course 


- provement 


which should be taken by every patriotic member of that body 
Was equally plain and palpable. i $ 

Mr. P, concluded by offering the following resolution: A 

Resolved, That the actual condition or the credit and 
finances of the country require the most prompt and decisive 
legislation on the part of Congress, and tothis end that a loan 
should be wuthorized for an amount sufficient for the present ex- 
igency, and on terms which will ensure its success. 

Alie fesoludon was laij on the table and ordered to be 
printed. . > 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from Columbia 
county, Peunsylvania, in favor of a revision of the tariff, with 
a view to protection to domestic manufactures: referred to the 
Committee on Manufactures. 

PRE-EMP TION RIGHTS, 

Mr. SMITH said at his instatance on yesterday the dill re- 
moving restrictions on pre-emption rights vias laidover. He 
knew that the Senator from Minois (Mr. McRogerrs] was 
anxious that it should be disposed of, and as’ he had no desire 
that it should bs delayed, he moved that ii be taken up. 

The bij! was then taken up, being a bil} so amend the act en 
tiled an act to appropriate the proceeds pf the sales of the pub- 
lic lands, and to grant pre-emption righty approved September 
4, 1841, and read the third time, H 

Mr. SMITH would submit a few remarks before the vote oa 
the passage of the bill was taken. to which he asked the atten. 
tion of Senators from States interested in preempuon laws. 
Te bad reporred the bill; it had been amended against his votes, 
as well as his expressed opinions; and was now presented for 
the final vote of the Senate 1n a shape so objectionable, that not 
withstanding it cor:tained some of the provisions he had re- 
ported as chairman of the Committee on the Public Lands, he 
felt constrained to vote against it. The bill, as amended, so far 
changed the law of 1841, as to extend the privilege of pre-cmp- 
tion to the unsurveyed lands generally, without making any 
provision whatever for carrying out that principle in the nume- 
rous cases that arise under such Jaws. The prospective pre- 
emption law gives to the first settler the right of pre-emption to 
the quarter section of land upon which he settles. his Jaw is 
applicabie to surveyed lands, and contains nene of the provi- 
sions of former pre-emption laws for a division of lands, where 
two or more setiie upon the same lands, or where the improve- 
ments are on one tract, and the buildings on anwther. ike bill 
before the Senate merely extends the right to setters on unsur- 
veyed lands, Hence the law giving the whole tract to the first 
settler will be the law of the case, should the bill pass. De 
would show the operation in practice of this law: it wond be 
best exposed by stating cases that must arise under it. A set- 
tlesand improves a tract of before it is surveyed. The 
Hnes are afterwards run, and ihe dwelling of A is found to be on 
a different tract from that on which his improvements are 
made, Here A must Iose his improvements, for the jaw re 
quires his dwelling to be upon the tract that heciaims. If this 
tract had been surveyed before the settlement, this difficulty 
could not have ari-en. 

Again: A and B improve acjoining unsurveyed Janes. ‘The 
lines are rnn, and the fine of A’s quarter section runs up to Bs 
house, and takes all of his improved lands. {3 has no redress. 
This could not have happened, if the lands had been surveyed 
before the improvemenis were made, forench one would bave 
improved his own land, had he known where the lines wouid 
run. 

Again: A, B, and C, settle as neighbors on the unsur- 
veyed lands. A settles on the first of May, B the second 
of May, and © the third of May next. A makes an im- 
of ten acres, B ef forty acres, and C of 
sixty acres; the land is afterwards surveyed, and all these im- 
provements aie found to be on one quarter section. Here A 
will take the wiele of the improvements, being the frs? reer, 
and Band C would be without r equence of 
the bill before the Senate. Ag: A and E setle aud make 
valuabie improvements upon lands that prove, when surveyed, 
to be school lands, or section sixteen. Here A and & must both 
lose their Hnprovements, fer neiiher can preemption; 
e of this favo 
t that 


rife pre-emption law now about to be pa 
former pre-emption Jaws granted pre-em pti 3 settied 
upon before they were surveyed, it may be answered that these 
laws also provided for a division cf the preperty when two or 
more setiled upon the same teact; white the Jaw now aboutto be 
passed, ia these cases gives alto the first setler, that principle 
is correct, where the settler can know, at the time he settled, 
where the lines run, but not in cases. like (hose contemplated by 
this bill. Tfence, ifthe principtes of the bill are io b stained, 
it should be recommitted, and proper provisions iniroduced to 

carry them out ° 
Mr. 3. however conten 
tending the pre-emption: 
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placed that matter on 
The provision authorizin: 


prospectiv: 
e grounds. 
yersons who awn i 


J pyosed was to acd to the 
ch men to their hor 
for the poor industrious setiler and N 
S, had always voted for such laws; but when it 
give the privilege to the wealthy to leave their farm 
country in advance of the surveys, select the c 

land. to the excl? ayaa well 
petition at the sai 2 
policy of those la 


a AWHeY 
meet the 


principle to him, bui 
section, and those lea 
in open competition at the soles. 

e Was apo: her provision in the bill ta ¥ 
ed to the provision in relation to fo K 
of 1841 provides that foreigners shah either be naturalized or 
have fited their intention to become citizens of the Ushed Sites, 
before they can setie upon pubiic and cigira a pre-emp-+ 
tion. Mr. S. thought the law, as it stood, e» that point, was 
right. Foreigners certainly had no ground of complaint. They 
can enter and hold our public domain; they can become pure 


- United States, and 


chasers at the public sales; and in each casé they receive thei 
patents as if they were citizens, whether they ever intedd totes 
come such ernot Theoy stard precisely upori ‘a footing. with: 
the citizens ofthe United States in all Uiese particulars; bitit 
is objected that they should also be enutied to the exclusive prix” 
Vileges and benefis of preempt and for what? Not bes 
cause they owe allegience io your Government, and ave bound: 
to defend 1t; but because they settle upon your public lanis and” 
do they not exclude: your own citizens from the oceupnney of 
the same lands? The pre-emption privilege, it is. admitted, ie. 
one of value to your own citizens; and is it asking too much of” - 
the foreigner, before we grant liim the privilege, 10 say that We 
will require him t file bis intention to become a citizen? Where 
is the hardship; if he intends to be naturalized, this will add to 
his inducemenis to act in the matter; if he dees not, why grant 
him exclusive privileges? Let Senators look to their patent law, 
and they will see that a foreigner, who has filed hig intention to 
become a citizen of the United States, can receive his patent for 
thirty dollars, the price charged a citizen; but a foreigner, who * 
had filed no such jstention, must pay fora similar patent from 
$500 to $500, as the case may be. Ruch is the policy of ourlo wa, 
as well as those of other comutries; and who has a right to come 
plain? Surely not those who refuse to become. citizens of the 
re our burdens in time of peace, and our 
Hime of war. Somuch far the general 
rt this bill give to foreigners privileges 
over and above those granted to our own pre-emptors— aur own 
citizens. The pre-emprice laws, as applicable to our own eithe 
zens, require that the pre-emptor should be the head of a. 
family, a widow, or a single man, over twenty-one years of ages 
that he or should settle upon the public lands not Yeserved for 
any purpose whatever, and make certain improvements theres 
on, and.that such pre-emptore shonld make an affidavit thatthe 
lauds were entered upon exclusively for their own benefit, and 
not for the use of another, &c. ‘the bill nefore you relative to 
foreigners provides, that “all persons who shall become citie 
zens of the Uniced States, or who shall file their declaration: in 
the proper Court of record, to become citizeus at any time be- 
fore the public sale of the land upon which they reside, and 
who shall have made the settlement and improvement vequired 
by said act, shall be eniided toa pre emytion uncer the same.” 
Thissection provides that “ail pers us who shall become citi- 
zens of the United Star whether twenty-one years of age or 
not, whether they shall be the head of a family or not, whether 
the lends shail be reserved cr not, for the bil will bear that 
construction, shail be ensided toa pre-emption. AN that is re- 
ment and improvement,” the affidavit required 


perils and dange 
principle; but 


quired is ‘seu 
of a citizen is dispensed with in relation to foreigners, 

Mr. 3. admired that he had said that the last preemption law 
had been passed by a Whig Congress, and he would re peat what 
he had before said, that it wes the most hberal act of the kind 
cver passed, It was the fi stactthat gave a prospective pre- 
erption. A former Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Crittcuden] had 
intreduced a resolution at a former session proposing that pro. 
vinon; andthe” enator from Missouri [Mr. Benton] had intros 
Qaced a bill afierwardstn thesome sntjecty but the act of Sep." 
tender, IS4L, wasthe fact hat had ever passed of the kind, 
ani he knew ihe setilers would appreciate it. It was also the 
first act since the crest system ihat gave a year to the pre-emp- 
tor on lands subject to private entry to pay ferthem. We would 
not say more; hecoald not, in fastice to his postion, say. lesa. 
Ne had desired the bili reported by the conanittee to pass. He 
believed it would give ail the relief that. was required, but ag the 
Senate had strirken oùt the amendmenis reported by Ue coms: 
mittee, and inserted provisions to whieh he could “not assent, 
he was compelled to vote against it, and leave its present friends. 
to pass it. i 

hr. McROBERTS said he cesired to make a few observa- 
Hons before the vote was taken. The Senator ftom Indiana 
seemed to suppose that the modifications proposed Bad the ef- 
fect of repealing the pre-emption law altogether, He, Mr. 
McR. would mention the only changes which it was proposed 
to make; they were but ihre; first, with regard to those who 
settled on these Jands hefere they were surveyed; secondly, 
when the party claiming tho right of preemption has lands 
elsewhere, or has removed from land ed by him; and, 
thirdly, when he is noino tized. Allthe mher parts of the 
Jaw remain in force prec. s they were before. Those pro- 
visions relating to the divisions between the settlers remain as 
they were. : 

Mr. SMITI remarked that there was no provision at pre- 
sent authorizing the uaxing of divisions between parties ot- 
cupying those lania, 

Mr MEROBERTETS 
in not reporti 
age of the party cla 
ROL 


That je the fault of tie commiltee then, 
ach a provision. One word naw as to the 
The provision upon that point had 
The operadon of the law would 


that respect. Tle would say 

to the time of setdement, if it 

i by tbe Hause of Representatives, 
nave this i under their consideration, 


dbe made in that particulae, let them 
ons contemplated by this bill as itat 
present stood, were which he hadm ened. Whether 
they were correct in principle or not, the committee had agreed 
se them, and the amendments only followed up the re- 
s ofthat committee, 
ithe bad mentered on.a former occasion, 
inia was aware, thai in the original 
ne State of Virgini 


s and the a 
the count 
much irfuence as the 
these conditions, 
re would be pro- 
Peonflict berween the Northern States and 
ly the compact under which Uhnois was 
t Sate bad been divided inio coun- 
, by impo is penaky upon 
t is, that they aball remain unset- 
Hed. Kew were these difienliies to be reconciled? ‘The best 
mode would be toallow then to be settled by the claimants 
Ives, as bad hitherto been done in similar crises. Bap. 
si man serfles upon the sixteenih section, he coes it at 
jiis own ris And wiih regard to two or more i upon 
the same quarter ofa section, he knew of a eagen” 
tleman had been settled upon one of them for teen years, 
and that gentleman had informed him that within the last year, 
since Congress had acted upon the subject, two other persons 
had come and settled upon his quarter section, And he would 


x enefit of allt 
in view the promoiien oi lhe sett 


these two el 


which 
uced 


and ii was new 
who go up 


aşk if it would be right that intruders should be allowed to de 
feat the claim of asetiler who had long resided upon the pre- 


mises and had made improvements to a considerable extent? _ 


He stippuged, at least, that :hose who were opposed to the pre- 
emption law. would be in favor of theseamentmenis. Would 
the Senator from Ladiana, who had becn himself at the head of 
the com mistee, tell him wherein consisted the difference be 
tween tie amendments embraced ¿n the present bil and those 


reported by thecommittee? They hadalaw in the State of 


Illinois which, toa great extent, protects setlers under such - 


Circumstances, by allowmg them to. remove, wit! 


reasonable time, their efiects ani improvements; but 
there were difficulties which they. couid not- recon- 
cie, and which must be left to thr pesplè themselves. 
All that they asked was that they should have the right of pre- 
emption, without drawing a distinction. between those who go 
npon the lands before they are surveyed and those who so upon 
ahem ‘afierg The settlers themselves, he was aware, in many 
cases, had been at considerable pains to have their lands sur- 
véy2d, inorder to ascertain as. nearly as possiine where the lmes 
would come when the survey should be ordered, and he had 
heard of no diffisuity growing out of it, and he considered it 
‘now but rent that the original settler should be protected. 
Mr. SMITH of Indiana demanded the yeas and nays on the 
passage of the biil, which were ordered, aad being taken, were. 
eas 23, nays 20, as follows: 
YWAS—NMessrs. Alien, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Fulton, Henderson, King, Linn, McRoberts, Porter, Sevely, 
Smith of Conneciicut, Sturgeon, Tailmadge, Tappa Walker, 
White, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—23. 
NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, herrien, Choate, 
Clay, Clayton, Evans, Graham, Mantingtoa, Mangum, Merrick, 
Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Smith of 
Indiana, and Woodbri á 
So the biil was passe 
On motion of Mr. SMITH, . 
The title of the bill was amended go as to read “a bill modi- 
fying the acis granting pre empdoa rights, aad for ether pur 


ain a 


poses.” 
RETRENCOMENT AND REFORM, 
The special order way tuen annadneed, being the following 


resolutions of Mr. CLAY 


‘I. Resolved, Vuat ir i€the ‘dutyfof the General Government, 


in conducting its admi istration to provide an adequate rer 
venue within the year tonẸyet teputtens expenses of the year; 


noies, LO 


andthatany expedient, ether bytloanor by ‘Treasury 
supply, in time of peace, a dpficiedcy of revenue, especi 
ing successive years, is unWisegaud must isad to pernicious 

consequences, = . 

2, Resolved, That such an adequate revenue cannot be ob- 
tained by dailies on foreign imports, witout adopting a higher 
rate than twenty per cent as provided cor in tbe compromise 
act, which, at the time of ia passage, was supposed and as. 
sumed as arate that would supply a sufticieut revenue for an 
economical adminiscration of ihe Govorainent 

3. Resolecd, therefure, That the vate of duties on foreign 
imports ought to fe augmented beyond the rate of twenty per 
cent. so as fo produce a oett revenue of Cwonty-siz millions of 
dollars—twerty-two for the ordinary expenses of Govemmeent, 
two for the payorent of the existing debi, and two millions as a 
reserved fund for contingencies, 

4. Resolved, That in tae adjustment ofa tariff to raise an 
amount of twenty-six millions of revenue, the principics of the 
compromise act eeneraily should be adhere: to; and thal, es 
pecial 7, a maximum raie of ad valorem dudes should be esta- 

liked, from winch there ought to be as lile departure as pus- 
sible.’ 

5. Resolved, That the provision in the act of the extra ses- 
gion for the distribunon of the pro of the public lands, re- 
quiring the operation ofihat aut io be suspended, in the contin: 
gescy of a nig rate of duty than 29 per cept. ought to ve 
reposted! 
1G. Resolved, That it is 
times. but nor H 
nera! emburrd 


the duty of the Government at all 
1 a senson such ag now exists of g 
rary distress, to avolish all use- 
less instity ,tocurtall all unnesessary expenses, 
anii ty praciise rigid economy. 

7. Resolved Tat thre coe 
of Coogresavught to be gr i 
members of Coazress ought to be reguisicd and more ciearly 
defined. 

B. Resolved, That the expenses ofthe į department of 
Government have, of late years, b.en greatly increased, and 
ought io be diminished, 

9. Resolved, Vhat the diplomatic re} 


nenses of the two Ha 


š 


ons of the Tnied 


during the jen twelve years, a 

10. Resolred, Tivat the franki 
res -rinted, the abt 
postage on letters T 
more clearly define 


be reduced. 
King privilege oughs tobe farther 
re ues ol it restrained and punished, the 
uced, the mode of estimating ciriances 
aud prescribed, and a small askdition to 
postage male on books, pamphlets, and packages, transmitted 
by the mail, to be graduatedand increased according to their 
yespective weenie hia. 
Tk. Resolved, ‘Pha 
of the War, ant of t 
General. be several! 
what offices d 
expenditure o 
spective BoT Cie puthe 
To which Mr. Werrere had propos 


tate, of the Tieasar 
hie Posma: 
two report 
of pa 
Sut in the re- 
ay Charges. 

amending 


useless 


es; by 


Jopping off al u 
Depai of th 
to 


yofument; and by rej 
i of 


cessary. 

Mr. RIVES 
his intention to effei 
now presentef was ef th 


order; his wish, Rowover 
proper time a jaw he 
ready pend ecide ¢ 
He cones 
Pesston] in much of w 
in relation 19 (he deplorable contro of ch 
ite credit. He also concurred wih bine 
netessity of the immelate action of Congres ef. 
Vie reviewed the circumstances under which the Government 
had’ been conducted, with a revenue deficient in its means of 


Mir 
rir 


voila È 


norni g 


iery 


rd 
rd 


and 


i 
i 


- out forebodings, though as little inclined to be an aiarmist as 


meeting its wants; 


causing a dependence on credit, instead of 
an actual income. This was not a condition in which the 
country should be permitted 10 remain, pariicutarly in the face 
of astate of foreign relations which he could notl-o& upoa with- 


any one. BKuthe conceives tere was an imperitive. necessity 
as weil as an ob igatich of duty on the part of ihe Governmei.t, 
to place the counpy in such an efficient, state ci delence, as 
wiit secnre it against the effects of any exigeacy. . 

The present debt of the Goverment could uot be estimated 
at less than between fifteen ard sixteen millions; and including 
the propositions before Congress at this moment, aod those 
contempiated, there would be at the end of the yeara public 
debt amounting (o the enormous sum of thirty miioas. With 
euch a debt, andsuch adepression of credit, what was to be 
done? What but that which an indiv.dual is bound to do in 
such a case who pledges his real cstate for the security of his 
creditors? Does not every one see that the credit of the States 
is involved in ihe credit of the uation? If that is permitted to | 
fall, the whole systera of credit, private aud national, must go 
down, Was tot the credit of the States already sunk, and was 


not that of every yamifisation of society rapidly siukiy Hai 
seems, therefore, that Congress is called upov. as weli in regard 
to the Siates and iodividueis as to the Gencral Govern. 
meot to meke an adequate provision for the interest and | 
redemption of thepublic debt, no less than for an adeguate 
supply of means fer the Treasury. it has been y est lor 
mantis that the revenue ire customs is wholly inadequate | 
to meet the wants of the Government, without t ding 
ihe 20 per cent. limited by the compromise aci and which can- 


the 
inet: 
pubic 


not, according to the distribution act, be trans 
restoration of the land fun to the Treasury siali prove 
ficient to supply ciency of revenue. Th 


} were always intended and considered to bo the les 

pledge for the payment of any public debt. When 

shal) nave been discharged, khe would $ na obj i 
restoration of the proceeds ior dis va. ke appeared to | 
him that this land fuad, w re'urred tothe 'Preasury. woukl | 


nt confidence 
and credit. is could be do: grbe ulumate | 
object of dis ion, When the Treasury shall no longer re- 
quire it as a source of revenue: : 

He auiverted to all the sources of union insured by the ele- 
ments of this Confederation, to prave that the bést interest of 
the whole was the best interest of the parts, wisely and just 
considered. He was as favorable as anyone to free trade, if 
it could pe estabiished on universal principles of re- | 
ciprocity; bat if other gations with winch this country 
has commercial communication, adopts such a protective polie | 
cy as renders free trade impossibic on one side withont injury 10 i 
its own industry, and denied the advantages of reciprocity, he | 

i 
t 


be she best means of resor 


T 


woukl conceive ji madaess to follow up the priacipio merely 
far thesske of theory. He would not at ui 
ofa severe reisibutive paticy 


sane time, appreve 
against foreign nat 


the provecti mo A wisel bumone and isc H 
should be 00 Dtier What may be the seliish policy of | 


count 
sad oceurred to him, that an expedient might he adopted | 
by which the principles ef the compro actcould be filly 
carried out with jasiice to boih the tniff party and ihe free 
trade party. It wasa principle which he considered involved 
in afl questions of good fuh. thatthe promise held out hy 2 pro- 
misor, shonki pe kept in sprit as weilas terms to the promises, 'i 
He maintained that at the tinre the cou.prem greed to, 
the tariff party were persnaded tht in the Clause reriting to a 


i 
home duty, they were secured p Concession reciprocal tothe | 
eondessiogs they ro Now, he coneeived that somehing | 
was due to the pro e party on the e of their faith | 
inthe home vilue clause; and if would therefore le fair to | 
make another compromi: nd cammute the claim of hor { 
vaiuation to anad valorem duty of 25 per cent Torth i 
percent. of the compromi i sacd with | 


tables by a 
conatey, wick 
has been one hendrec a 


ate of the 
rsome years 
7 ander e 


wo 
yeman 


vernment. 
as this tab'e pr 
middle course, ands 
to duty for veara to come may bee 
millions; andifa commurasion of the 
making ‘he ad valorem di 


Le we 
ty twenty-five per cent. a 


anue of 


twenty-five millions would be yielded; from which two m 
being detucied for collection as berare, twe hire | 
omn CHETONTA W ch, ifthe three milio | 
land funil be nett income of ihe Gov | 
t be twenty 
amoun required b reseiy itt. 
J and reque: 
i 
per rar 
shai | 
sosed by the Senator from 
H 
ition of the national f | 
i in the te 
} Government 
us with y : 
i 
nion ofthe proce: ef Che pnh- i 
lands among t lerms of the jaw wiich j 
red it, been mes endent on the conilaned | 
Limitation of the dwies 0: foreig f Lo a Fale oot ¢. ihe 
ing 20 per cent. as provided toy by the esmpromice act, and it | 
now appareat that that race of daty on forsign imports 
will not produce revente enenzh for the wants of the Govera- 
ment, without the aid of the land fund, the principles and con 


ditions on which the distribution law was enacted,.as well as 
the exigencies of the public service, require that its operation he, 
for the present, suspended, 

3. Resolved, therefore, That so much of the actentitled an 
act to appropriate the proceeds of the pubic lands, and to 
grant pre-emption rie his, approved on the 4th day of Septem: 
ber, 1541, as appropriates those proceeds to the States and Ter. 
ritories, aud the District of Cotumbia, ought to be suspended 
until the. national debt already contracted or which may be 
contracted, shall have been paid; and that, in the mean time, 
the said proceeds be set apart and pledged as a fund for the pay- 
ment of the interest, and (he gradual extinguishment of the prin- 
cipal efsuch debt. - 

4, Resolved, That in any new adjustment of the tarif of due 
ties on foreign imports which may become necessary, the prin- 
ciples and provisions ofthe act of 2d of March, 1833, commonly 
called the compromise act, shou'd be adhered io and maintain. 
el, as far as prarticable, consistently with the necessary de- 
mands of the Government, economically administered, and 
with the equal justice due. to every interest and portion of the 
country. ` 

Mr. PRESTON eaid it had been his intention, at some cons 
venient time during the discussion upon the subject of these 
resolutions, to express his opinions generally upon the topics 
embraced in them. He Lad been deprived of the opportunity, 
however, by reason of his ili health; ner rid he now feel able 
toenter upon the discussion; be would reserve woat he intend. 
ed to say, therefore, unit the sul up ia another shape, 
as he supposed it would fore long, and he now rose merely 
for the purpose of suggesting such a mod ficati nas he would 
desire to intreduce as regards the yesolutions themselves. In 
à tion he tally concurred, but the two subsequent 
oncs he would propose io strike outaltogether, ‘they comaine 
eda statement wi r P. wasunt prepared to assert or to 
deny, And when they 10 act With refereace 
to the subject to which they reiat eemed to him 
of the utmost importance that th idavail themselves of 
the best means of infe He would, 
therefore, propose that they } icken out, and in lien thereof, 
that the Secretary of the Treasury ke required .o state what 
ameunt will, in opinidn, be necessary to supply the annual 
wants of the Government. and whet will be the probatle re. 
ns of the Treasury under the existing provisions for raising 
revenue. He woe be desirons that ume should be 
given for a dve consideration ofthese subjects, and for procu- 
ring ample information before any definite action should be 
taken; this would necessarily be the case however, in conse- 
quer:ce of the very sloggish progress which the besiness of the 
session was unfortunately mak and as the subject would 
have to upderpo consideration and discussion m the other 
Louse, before ihe Senate would have it before them asa mera- 
sure i9 be acted upwn, it seemed not upreasonebie to presuire 
that several months wontd stil elapse before that could be ace 
complished. The ce lulatious con‘eined in the resolutions varied > 
from the estimates and calculaions of gentlemen on the other 
sije to the extent of several milions, «nd iswas highly neces- 
sary that a thorough examination into this confieting state of 
tings should be entered into by cach gentlemaa for bimself, 
that these who like lim, desired to arrive at safe conciusions, 
might have itin their power to dose. The darger which attend- 
ed the commiting themselves in regard to facts, such as were 
asserted in the resolution which he had referred to, had been 
fully exemplified ac the tate exira ression. 


And he would confess that he had himself been brought to the 
conclusion much too hastily formed, as he believed would be 
now admitted by all, thatthe finances of the country would be 
sufficient. even. after the abstrection of so mater al a portion as 
the land revenue, forthe purposes of Government, And he 
wound venture to say that had they waited in that instance until 
the ieformation was precuved which they cid obtain before the 
‘that very session, the bill would not have keen passed. 
of r. ficient warning to teach 
1 hasuly upon mat- 
io country, and that 
And 
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ne, 


is 


were matters 1 


ing upon the fa 
than thas of the Senate. The very i 
indicates that Depa. ot as the legitimate source from which 
the necessary information y tosnid-e so, this description 
iato be derived, In Engiand, the preduction ef the bucget 
every year is considered almost exclusively a branch of Ex- 
vive duty. He desired, then, that the Senate should be re- 
sved from the resnonsihiity of substituting their computa. 


a Of them 


t 


tions, in mavers of this nature, for those of the Pepariment 
whose duty it exclusively was. Instead of as ren, that 
thus much would he required for the arnval expenditures of 
the Government for a particular year, and thas mneh woult be 
derivable from the commerce of the country withia 
t year, he would cai upon the Exeentive to fur- 
nish, Upon its own responsibiliry, these estimates, and they 


would then be able to act, if not with entire cor filence. at 
all events, with a greater approximatiun to co ce than 
any could upon any assumption of their ewn. He did not wish 
to be understood as offering these amendments with a. view to 
aay political ex his intention was ennrely foreign to any 
such design When the information which he proposed to 
procure should have been cbtained, he would proceed to the 


ite ion of the st ja a purely catholic spirit, and 
single ey ‘country’s benefit, Avd he wovld here 
ke orcasim te stat. it Was with ro small degree of shame 


the looked npe 


y condiion of affairs, 
should be asscciated with the ane 


nals of Nshonored in the estimation of 
the warid. Š the informetion to be derived 
fr the public Department. information which ke consider. 


ed che more reliable, as the head of t 
yemoved than amest any other functie 


t Deparunent was farther 

ayy fromal bias, and 
iwas more obvi. 
sion of the 
jommittee on Manufactures and the Ceme 
na whose attention had necessarily been di 
ect. 


reeted to this 


m 


He would not, at present, enter into the other subjecta em- 
braced in the resolutions, but he would merely say, in regard 
to the subject af home valuation, that he was for approximat- 
inga reasonable avery ge in this wey, heeause, upen the very 
aceaf the compromise act, it wes intended that something to 
this end should be effected. And no law which was passed 
by Congress was ever intended to be nugaiory. When the re 
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solution came up for consideration, he would propese to strike 
out the fifth altogether. 

Mr. P. concluded by moving the following asa substitute for 
the second and third resolutions of Mr. CLAY: 

“That the Secretary of the Treasury be instructed to commu- 
nicate tothe Senate, whether, in his opinion, the rate of du- 
ties imposed by the compromise ‘ect will afford sufficient re- 
venue for theeconomical and efficient administration of the 
Government; and that he alsocommunicate what rate of duty, 
in his opinion, will be sufficient for that purpose, with. his- rea- 
sons for such opinion.” 

Mr. P. also moved to strike out in the 4th resolution,amount 
of “twenty-six millions,” and insertafier the word “revenue,” 
the words “adequate to the wants of the Government.” 

Mr. CLAY thought his resolutions were so overshadowed by 
amendments, that he should hardly be able tofindthem. It 
was ot his intention to make any lengthened remarks in reply 
to the Senators from Virginia, {Mr. Ruives,] and fiom South 
Carolina, [Mr. Preston,] but he would ask what pledge to the 
public creditors would the land fund be, when strictly examin- 
e1} Would it not be seen that it would not pay any thing like 
the interest ofthe public debt, estimating the proceeds of the 
public lands at what they are actually likely to be. The resto- 
ration of the land fund, therefore, would not restore the creditof 
the Government in the money market. That credit was af- 
fected by other circumstances quite independent of the ab- 
straction from the Treasury of the uncertain proceeds of the 
public lands. It is the pressure on the domestic capital of the 
country that has injured the credit of the Government— 
an injury, in a great measure, occasioned by the depre- 
ciation of State stocks, aggravated by dangerous and pernicious 
doctrines promulgated from certain quarters. The only efi- 
cient way of raising the credit of the Government from its pre. 
sent depreciation, was, to inspire coufidence by an energetic 
and ellicient course of policy~by laying on a tariff sufficient 
to supply the Treasury with adequate means. ‘This is the pro- 
per pledge to give the public creditors~show them that they 
are secured in the payment of their jaterest and in the ultimate 
redemption ofthe stock (hey boll by an adequate revenue. 

He entered into a specific review of the different calculations 
made in this discussion with regard to the present rate ofex- 
pendiiures; and coniended that without the apnropriations for 
Congress the egpenditures this year will exceed uventy-seven 
millions; and iftea and coffee he allowed to go free, even the re- 
stovation of the land fund will not augment the revere suffi- 
ciently to obviate the imprious necessity of increasing the tariff 
to thirty per cent. He went into some calculations te show 
that the proposal of the Senator from Virginia to lay twenty five 
per cent. on one hundred millions of imports, would not on the 

orizontal scale yield an actual nett revenue of more than 
twenty-one millions. A 

He proposed to adopt the first and last resolutions, that the 
Departments might be acting on them; and the remaining reso- 
lutions might be laid over till Tuesday next, to be then decided 
as the Senate might think proper. This postponement he de- 
sired, because he perceived there were six Senators absent on 
his side of the question. 

Mr. RIVES explained, and regretted that the Senator from 
Kentucky had not estimnied the proceeds of the public lands by 
an average of years, instead of basing his argument on the land 
sales of a single year, and that the very lowest ja amount that 
could be chosen. He was satisfied that no capitalist would look 
to theamount of the land fund forone year, but fora series of 

ears, The capitalists would see that the proceeds from the 
lands, instead of being only $1,200,000 for ene year, and s200, 
00V for ano'her, as stated by the Senator from Kentucky, have 
jn one year amounted to $12,000,000, and another exceeded 
$25,000,000, They would see that by taktig a series 
of years, the average would be from three to four 
Yuillions of dollars per year. They would look to the speech 
of the Senator from Indiana, (Mr. Smira.] the chairman of the 
Committee on Public Lands, who showed when the question of 
distribution was discussed, that the amount to be distributed 
among the States could not be shovt of three or four millions. 
He tempted the States by this large bid. He asked the chair- 
man of the Committee on Public Lands, [Mr. Smitu of India- 
na,} what was the average of the land fund assumed in his re- 
port. (Mr. Suir replied, three millions.] Three millions then 
was the amount he had assumed. 

Mr. Rives said the Senator from Kentucky would excuse 
him for replying to another remark of his, that the instability 
of our legislation would have the effect to depreciate the credit 
of the Government, more than the restoration of the public 
tand fund would benefit and repair it. 

He (Mr. Rives) proposed no change iathe legislation of 
Congress by his resolution; last merely iniended by inem to 
carry out the principles of the distribution jaw, whith expres 
says that if by such distribution a higher tariff of Guty than í 
per cent. be required for the support of Governinent, thea the 
distribution of that fund to the & to cease and be 


States w 
carvied ty the National Treasn y. The 
therefore wonld grow ontcf ihe ado k 3 i 
the Senator of Kentucky to rescind that wise | rovisien in the 
distribution law; on which ground alowe he (Me. R.) was in- 
duced to vote for that law. 

Mr. PRESTON made some yeply to Mr. Cray in explane 
tion of the amount of the o s for the War Dep 
which that Senator had stated at eleven millions of do 
P. said the amount of the cstimates w 
which he had endeave à 
partment, bat the Sec y refused, y 
mates hal been bre seo the riminin 
however, that they coull be reduced. 

Mr. WOODBURY referred to Mr. Tamilton’s report on re- 
venue, to show that the land fund was alwaysconsicered a legi- 
timate source of revenue, and a pledge for the security of the 
public credicor, 

Mr. CLAY explained that the Government was at that time 
without credit, and withuut resources. Pledges of the public 
lands might then be proper, but could not now—that revenue 
could be relied upon, and should be thej only pledge given to 


2 esti 
Opes, 


the public creditor. 
last resolution. 

Mr. WOODBURY observed that it was Mr. Hamilton’s se- 
cond report he had referred to—that of 1795, on the publie re- 
venue. 

Mr. WRIGHT had no objection to the last resolution, but 
cousidered the first subject to one of his amendments. 

Mr, CLAY said he had no objection to letting the first reso- 
lution lie over with the others; but hoped the last would be 
adopted unanimously. 

The question was then taken on the last resolution, which was 
adopted, as follows: 

il. Resolved, That the Secretaries of State, of the Treasu- 
ry, of the War,and of the Navy Departments, and the Post- 
master General, be severally directed as soon as practicable, 
to report what offices can be abolished, and what retrenchments 
of public expenditure canbe made without public detriment 
in, the respective branches of the public service under their 
charge. 

Mr. CLAY hoped it would be entered as unanimously 
adopted. He then moved that the further consideration of the 
remaining resolutions be posıponed till Monday next. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CLAY again asked the indulgence of the Senate to post 
pone the other resolutions till Tuesday next. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he certainly had no objection to its 
postponement; for he had « great desire to accommodate the Se. 
nator from Kentucky. As for himself, he was sorry to say he 
should be unavoidably absent; though, if he were present, it 
was not his intention to uttera word in reference to the sub- 
ject, further than to give his vote yea or nay on each resolu- 
tion; but when the particular questions involved came up 
hereafter in a practical form, he desired to express his 
oninions fully with regard to them. The Senator from 
Kentucky, with his well known generosity, had promised that 
he, Mr. B. should have an opportunity of pairing off with some 
one on the opposite side from himself, and ke would call upon 
the Senator to fulfil his promise. 

Mr. CLAY said certainly there shall be one absen: Whig vote 
as an offset against yours. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he should then cheerfully agree to 
the postponement, that the absent friends of the resolutions 
mightreturn. And he, Mr. B. would enjoy a week’s absence 
in company with himese!f. 

The further consideration of the resolutions wast postponed 
til! Tuesday next, and made the order of the day for that day. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, one thousand additional copies 
ofthe maps accompanying the revort of the survey of the 
boundary line between the United Siates and Texas were order- 
ed to be printed. 

Mr. BERRIEN asked the Senate to take up for consideration 
the -following bill, viz. Anastto amend the several acts esta- 
blishing a district court of the United States at Jackson, in the 
west district of Tennessee. 

Aftera few remarks from Messrs. SEVIER, CLAY, KING, 
LINN and BERRIEN, the previous orders of the day were 
postponed, and the biil was taken up as in committee of the 
whole. 

Messrs. KING and LINN were in favor of a general hill giv. 
inga | the States an equal administration of justice, and vp- 
posed to passing bilis of this character, making special altera- 
tions-in the districts. 

Mr. SEVIER called the attention of ihe chairman of the 
Committee on the Judiciary to the neglected condition of the 
States of Arkansas and Mississippi with reference 
to courts, The State of Tennessee, he said, was 
about one hundred miles wide, and four hundred miles long, 
with three courts, whilst there were other States four times as 
large without any court. He merely made this remark to show 
to the chairman of the Commi:tee on the Judiciary the pro- 
priety of reporting a bill, as asked for, providing for courts in 
Arkansas aad Mississippi, er for the reorganization ef the whole 
district system, with a view toa proper administration of jus- 
tice in all the States. R 

Some further remarks were made by Mr. BERRIEN in te- 
ply. and in favor of the passage of the bil, and by Mr. WAL- 
KER, showing why he had withdrawn the objections he ex- 
pressed to the bill the other day. 

The bill was then reported tothe Senate, and, according to 
order, being engrossed, was read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. EVANS said the Senate was far ia advance of the other 
House in the business of the session, the private calendar was 
not heavy, and several Senators were absent by indisposition, 
and for other causes; he moved that when the Senate adjourn 
itadjourn to meeton Monday next, and which time he hoped the 
Senators would be present. 
gnestion was put on the motion, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. MERRICK maile an ineffectual cort to have the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of Executive business; and 

The Senate adjourned UN Monday next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


He requested the adoption of the first and 


) about thirty members 
spran iv. Speaker.” 

The SPEAKER de 
seats, that they might have an equal 


chance. 

And this process having becn gone through, the Speaker gave 
the floor to 

Mr. BCTTS, who, however, yielded the tlcor for the moment 
to— 

Mr. EVERETT, who moved to amend the journal by addisg 
thereto the fellowing; 


“My. Everett asked the unanimous consent ofthe House to 
make an explanation relative to his remarks in the Bouse en 
Wednesday on the presentation of the resolutions ef the genile- 
man from Ohio, |[Mr. Giddings.] the remarks having been refer- 
redto by members of this House, Mr. STANLY of Nerth Caro- 
lina, and Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina. 

“Mr, Hopxins of Virginia objected. 


or to any member 


| “Mr. STANLY appealed to Mr. Hopxins to withdraw. his obs 
jection, as the permission asked had never been refused, 

_ “Mr. Horxrns, persisting’ in bis objection, the &pracur de~ | 
cided Mr. Eversrr could not make the explanations asked.” - 

After some remarks from Messrs. BOTTS and EVERETT, 

Mr. HOPKINS said that if it was the first timo, as had been 
asserted, that the privileze asked by the gentleman from Ver- 
mont had ever been objected io, he must be allowed to say, that 
it was algo the first time within his recollection that such a res 
quest had ever been made to the House. His objection pro- 
ceeded from no disinclination to oblige that gentleman, nor from 
‘any desire or intention to withhold from him any rigtit that the 
rules of courtesy, or of the House might entitle himto. If any 
attack had been made upon that gentieman, in the House or out 
of it, he shouid not have interposed any objection to his ve- 
marks. Buthe did not understand that the gentleman desired 
to make any such explanation asthat. On the contrary, he une 
derstood him as expressing a desire, simply to review and ex- 
plain a speech, made by him some daysago in this House. .If 
the gentleman be permitted to do that, why might not every 
other mem er claim the right to review and explain the thou. 
sands of speeches made upon this floor? It was to avoid the in- 
convenience which he thought he foresaw would result from 
such precedents, that he had objected, and for no other reason. 
whatever. ‘ - e 7 

Mr. MORGAN moved the previous question. 

Mr. ARNOLD asked Mr. M. to withdraw the motion. 

Mr MORGAN refused. ` E 

And the question being taken on the demand for the previous 
question, there was a second. - 

And the main question (being on the amendment) was order- 
ed; and, being taken, the amendment rejected. 

Some explanations involving matters of fact, as stated on the 
Journalof the House of Tuesday’s proceedings, (and assuming 
finally rather a personal character,) took place, in which Messrs. 
GOODE, of Ohio, WELLER, CALHOUN, C. U. Wilke 
LIAMS, and HOWARD, of Michigan, participated. 

When Mr. THOMPSON, of Missiesippi, rose and inquired 
of tho Speaker if there was any motion pending before the 
House’ 

The SPEAKER. There isnot, 

And here the maiter ended. 

The following statements were handedto the Reporterhy 
Messrs. Goonz, Howarn, and WeLLeR: s 

Mr. GOODE said he wished merely to suggest that the fol- 
lowing amendment to his motion of yesterday to amend the 
journal, viz: © And the said Joshua R Giddings declined speak- 
ing, after all objections to his praceèding had been withdrawn;™ 
as coming from Mr. WELLER, of Ohio, had erroneously 
crept on the Journal. He. (Mr. Goops) had been informed 
by the Clerk that the above amendment of Mr. Wetter had 
been reduced to writing by Mr. WELLER himself at his desk, 
and had never been read to the House. Consequently, he (Mr, 
Gook) had no knowledge of its existence till this morning, 
when to his surprise he heard it read by the Clerk. Ifhe had 
known it, he should have opposed it, and shown it (the above 
amendment of Mr. W.) to be incorrect as not containing a true 
statement of the case, 

The SPEAKER said that this mat’er came legitimately upon 
the journal; that Mi, Hopxins rose and moved the ameud:nent, 
which was taken down immediately by the Clerk at the. table; 
that Mr. WELLER then rose and moved his amendment verbally, 
and that it was immediately accepted by Mr. Hopxrns; that 
a ter the motion was made to lay the whole matter onthe tab.e, 
he (the Speaker) asked the Clerk if he had obtained Mr. Wzt- 
Ler’s amendmentin writing for the journal; that the Clerk re- 
plied that he had not, and that he (the Speaker) directed him to 
apply to Mr. Werer to reduce his amendment to writing, 
which he did; and that it was inserted on the journal in the 
form in which Mr. W. furnished it. 


Mr. WELLER having risen for the purpose of responding to 
his colleagne, [Mr. Goopg,] remarked that the statement of the 
Speaker wasso full and satisfactory that he had nothing to add 
thereto. 

Mr. HOWARD rose to ask that the part of the journal re- 
ferred to by the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Goons] might be 
again read by the Clerk. While he was at first reading it, it 
seemed to him (Mr. H.) to purport that the previous question 
had been unconditionally withdrawn by the mover, (Mr. WEL- 
LER,] or at Jeast that there was no Jega} impediment to Mt. Gid- 
dings proceeding in his defence. He (Mr. H.) understood the 
facts very differently. He understood the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. WELLER,] before the vote was taken, to propose that 
if his colleague (Mr, Giddings} would rise in his place and state 
that he wished to be heard in his defence, he (Mr. WELLER} 
would withdraw the previous question; that, without a compli- 
ance with that condition, he would not withdraw it; and that 
he {Mr. WELLER] refused to withdraw the question uncondi- 
tionally, shook his head, and resumed his seat. There was cer- 
tainly no unconditional withdrawal of the previous question; 
and he had risen to ascertain whether this inference was cor- 
rect. z 
Mr WELLER rose in reply to Mr. Howanp, and being un- 
der the impression that he [Mr. Tfow arp] bad impeached the 
correctness of his statement of the facts, preceeded to make 
fa personal character ofensive to (he member 


seme Te t i 
from Michigao Mr. Bowarn having since declared that such 
was not his intention, these remarksare emitted, 


Mr. BOTTS rose and said that, belleving that the peste 

hich offered vester'ay was nol, in consequence of ihe 
Teen ae aa nel he hanpenéd to find the Hovse atthe 
i ging fcom certain proposed amendments to the Journa!) 
inetly understood, as the House had refused to suspend ibe 
sfor the purpose of entertain 1g andequiry which, in his 
opinion, was of very great Impor ance, he would now beg leave 
to offer the same reso'uticn; and, it objection was made, he 
would move to suspend {re rules. io oad i 

Mr. WISE rose and objected, remarking that if he wasat 
liberty he wouldassign bis reasons for the chjection, 

The SPEAKER said it would not be in order. 

Mr. BOTTS then, asking the attention of the Tluuse to the 
purport of the resolution, moved a suspension of ha rules for 


SA 


the purpose, of edabling him to. offer it; and asked the yeas and 
‘nays on that motion, which were ordered, : 

And the resolution was as follows: , , 

- Resolved, That the Committee on Public Expenditures be 
instructed to inquire into the naturg of a claim formerly pre- 
sented to Congress by Charles J. Catlett of Virginia, which by 
a, law passed on the 2d July, 1836, “the proper accounting 
officers of the Treasury Department were authorized and di- 
rected to settle upon the principles of the acts of Congress of 
the 9th of April, 1816, and 3d-of March, 1817; whether said 
claim: has been settled, and whatamount paid; whether the ac, 
counting officers of the Treasury Department allowed said 
claim on principles established by the laws above referred to, 
or whether it was done upon the authority or order of the acting 
President of United States; and if settted.upon the principles au- 
thorized by law, way such settlement-was not made at an earlier 
period; and if upon such order ofthe acting President, under 
what: law orby what authority he directed the payment ofsuch 
claim; atid whenever such claim was first refused to be paid on 
such order,and by what authority and under what circumstances 
the said accounting officers ultimately allowed it; and to what 
fund such payment was charged; and to report any and all the 
circumstances deemed pertinent connected with the settlement 
ofsaid claim, | 

And the question on the motion to suspend the rules was then 
taken and decided in the negative—yeris 77, nays 77. 

. So (two-thirds not voting in the aflicmative) the rules were 
not suspended. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Maryland, on leave given, presented the 
preamble and resolution of the Legislature of Maryland, calling 
upon the Government of the United States to take means for the 
release of John T, Howard, a citizen of Maryland, unjustly heid 
in captivity by the Government of Mexico, 

Also, a Yesolution of the Legislature of Maryland, declaring 
that the navy of the United States ought to be increased, and in- 
viting the immediate attention of Congress to the adoption of 
an energetic system of measures for the defence òf the Chesa- 
peake bay, the same being required not only forthe protection 
of Maryland, but for the safety of the National Capitol and the 
archives of the Government. , : 

‘Also, a resolution of the Legislature of Maryland, delar- 
ing that Congress does not possess the power to abolish 
slavecy in the District of Columbia; and that any assump- 
tion of auch power would be contrary to the Federal Const- 
vation and in violation of the conditions upon which the ces- 
sion of the District was made tothe Goveramentor the United 
States, 

All of which were laid on the table, and ordered to be 


rinted. 

F Mr, THOMPSON of Mississippi, asked leave to offer the Tol- 
lowing resolution: R 

` Resolved, ‘nat the Presidentofthe United States be request. 
ed to communicate to this House, if not incompatible with the 
public interest, all information in his possession in relation to 
the citizens of the United States whe were captured at Santa Fe, 
and are now prisoners in Mexico; what has been done by our 
Minister to the Governmentof Mexico jor their release; and 
what answer, if any, hasbeen received by him from the Mexi- 
can authority. | 

Mr, BILLMORE said he had no objection to this particu» 
lar resolution; but al the House gave way to one they mist to 
another, 

Mr. STANLY said that he tad an objection to this particular 
resolution at this particular time. 

So the resolution was not received, 

Mr. ADAMS rose und asked leave to offer the folfowing reso- 
lation: 

Resolved, That the following be addet to tae rules and orders 
for the conduct of business in this House: 

Whenever any member ofthe House snall offer a resolurion 
-ofceasure upon any other member, neither the previous ques- 
tion nor any other rule vithe House shall be consteued or ope- 
yate to deprive the member accused ofthe right to be heard in 
his defence. 

Mr, STEENROD rose and objected. 

Mr, ADAMS moved that the rutes of the House be sus- 
pended for the purpose of enabling him te olièr the resolanon, 
and asked for the yeas and nayson that motion; which were 
ordered, 

My. ARNOLD said he had understood the Chair to decide 
the other day that a member accused hada right to be heard in 
his dafence, 

“The SPEAKER said the question was not debatable, 

Mr. ARNOLD desired to address an inquiry to the Chair. 

fle wished to know whether the Speaker had wot decided the 
other day —— . 

Me. WIBE rose and objected, " 

A brief conversation passed between Mr. ARNOLD ard 
the SPRAKER, (very indistinctly heard by the Reporter) 
and on a poiat of ordcy between Mi. ADAMS aud the SPEAR- 

ESR. 

Me. RAYNER row and suidhe would suggest to the gentile- 
roan from Masaciusetts [Mr. Apams) thatit was unnegessary 
po offer such a resoiution, H teh as the [fouse had ugani- 
mously decided the other day f any member accused had a 
right to be heard in his defence. 

Mr. ADAMS, Not under the previous question, ‘Phe Speak. 
er decided divetly the contrary. 

Me. A. V. BROWN inquired ofthe Sperker whether a mo- 
tion to lay the motion tosuapend the rales on the (able would 
now bein order? 

The SPHAKRR replied ia the affirmative. 

lid not submitthat motion, 

And the question “Shall the rules be su 
taken, and decided in the negative, as folioy 

YEAS—Me Adams, Alicn, Sherlock J 
crigg, Bal araara, Barton, i 
Boardman, Borden, Bous, Drockway, 
Witham Butler, Calhoun, Cascy. C 


pended?’ was then 


ur Andrews, A 
Bidhck, Birdseye, Black, 
ie u, Jeremiah 


thiot, Mathews, Mattocks, Maxwell May- 
nard, Moore, Morrow, Oliver, Osborne, Parmenter, Pendle- 
ton, Pane, Powell, Benjamin Bandall, Alexander Randall, 
Randolph, Rayner, Ridgway, Roosevelt, Willian Russell, 
‘James’ M. Russell, Saltonstall, Shepperd, Shields, Simon- 
ton Truman Smith, Stanly, Stokely, A, H, H, Stuart, J. T. 


- CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Stuart, Summers; Sweney, John B. Thompson, Richard W. 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, Trum- 
bull, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, Weller, Joseph  L. 
White, Thomas W. Williams, Winthrop, Wise, and Avgustus 


Young— 99, rA , 
NAYS—Messrs.. Landaf W. Andrews, Arnold, Arrirg- 


-ton, Atherton, Beeson, Black, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. 


Brown, Milton Brown, Burke, Sampson H. Butler, William 
O Butler, Green W. Caldwell, William B. Campbell, 
Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Cary, Chapman, Clifford, 
Clinton, Coles, Colquite Mark A. Cooper, Daniel, G. Davis, 
Dean, Deberry, Doan, Eastman, John ©. Edwards, Fornance, 
Thomas F. Foster, Gentry, Graham, Gwinn, Habersham, 
Harris, Hays, Holmes, Wopkins, Houston, Hnbard, Hunter, 
Joseph R. Ingerso, Jack, Wm. Cost Johnson, Cave John- 
son, Isaac D. Jones, Andrew Kennedy, Lane, Lewis, Abra- 
ham McClellan, Robert McClellan, Mallory, Marchand, 
Meriwether, Newhard, Owsley, Pickens. Reding, Reynolds, 
Riggs, Rogers, William Smi h, Snyder, Steenrod, Taliaferro, 
Jacob: Thompson, Turney, Ward, Warren, Washingion, 
Westbrook, Edward D. White, James W. Wiliams, and C. 
H, Williams—97. 

So (two-rhirds not voting ia the affirmative) the rules were 
not suspended. . 

Mr. ADAMS. J give notice that I shall Offer that resolution 
at the first moment at which it may be in order. 

Mr. ROTTS. And J give notice that, at the first moment at 
which it may be in order, I shall offer my resolution, calling on 
the Executive for information. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the House resolve itself into 
Committee of tie Whole on the state of the Union. ` 

The SPEAKER suggested to Mr. Finpmoan that there wasar 
unfinished question pending. 

Mr. FILLMORE then called for the ordors of the day, but 
waived the rotion atthe request of— 

Mr. MERIWETHER, who having for same time been de- 
tained from the House by indisposition, asked and obtained leave 
at. this tims to make a report. 

THE ARMY AND Navy, 

Mr. MERIWETHER, from the Committee on Public Expen- 
citures, reported the following bill: 

A BILL to regulate the pay of officers of the Army and Navy. 

Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That no payment shal: be made to any officer of the Army or 
Navy, by way of pay or emoluments, who may have heen or 
shall be restored to rank, for the time they may have been or 
shall be out ofservice. 

And be it further enacted, That no officer of the Army or 
Navy shail receive any other compensation than the pay 
or emoluments of the oitice which he holds. notwithstand. 
ing he may perform the duties of any other office or appoint- 
ment, 

The bill having been read twice by its titie— 

Mr. MERIWETHER moved that it be referred to the Com- 
mintes ol the Whole on the state of the Union, and thatit be 

rinted. 

Mr. ADAMS desired to inquire of the gentleman from feor. 
gia (Mr. Meriwetnen) if the Committee on Publie Expendi- 
tures had taken into consideration the propriety of reducing the 
army of the United States? 3 ` 
pain STANLY. Thecommittee had no such subject before 
them, 

Mr. ADAMS. Dit not the committee consider themselves 
authorized ty enter into the investigation? es 

eo, STANLY, Not without the reference of it by the 
ouse. 

Something was said by Mr. MEAIWETRER, which the 
Reporter could not heay, bat which was milers oito be that 
he had given notice of fis intention to inti ea biil on that 
subject. , 

Mr. WISE said if debate arose, he should object, 

Mr, CAMPBELL of South Carolina inqnired of the Speaker 
whether a motion to refer the till to the Committee on Military 
Afiairs would take precedence over the motion to refer to the 
Commities of the Whale on the state of the Union? 

The SPEAKER sad, No; but the motion cceld be enter- 
tained. ` 

My, WISE suggested that the Navy as wellas the 


on Miiitary Af 
Naval Affairs. 

Mr. CAMP BE ud he would sa mogify his motion. 

Mr. MERIWETHER was understood to say, that if the gen- 
Ueman would huve the DUI printed, and read ii, he (Mr, MYW 3 
satistied thai the gentleman would not wish to send the bill 
either to the Mtiitary or Naval Committee. He (Mr. MG) saw 
no reason why such a reference should be nade, ner did he sup- 
pose that it was usualto refer a bill reported from one standing 
committee to another, fle had reported this bill. under the di. 
rections of the Commitice on Publie Expenditures ¢ 

Mr. CAMPBELL said he had been under the impression that 
the gentleman had iatroduced the bill in wh behalf, id 
atoof the case having beenexplamed-—— 
motion; andthe bill was re- 
Whole on ate of the 
report, Was ordered to be 


CL 


on lea 


. COOPER, given, Presented certain pa- 
3 before the Commitee on 

at comniittea, 

ruse to make certiin requests 


Mri. 
aa to busi 

Bat Mr. FILLMORE insisted on the order: 
were announced vy ihe Speaker. 

The unfinished business of yesterday was the appeal 
by Mr. Apams from the decision ef the CHam, the! a ae 
fcr acallofthe House was not in order, on the ground t! at 
(he Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union having 
risen for want of a quorum, and a quorum havisg, on a tia 
tion to adjourn, which was negatived by yeas and nays bee 
ascertained to De present.) no niotion could tyvene baran 
rhe vote taken on the said motion to adjoarn and th iy 
tion of the Chair by the chairman ef the O 
appeal no quorum kad voted. 


And the question now recurring on the appeal— 


arte. veri R Fagy x FY 
aeoo remarks were made by Messts. ADAMS, WISE, and 


The SPEAKER stated the ¢ rounds of his decision. 
Aud the question “Shall the decision of the Chair stand as 


3 of the day; which 


- 


anmes 


- the jadgment of the House?’ was then taken, and decided in 


the affirmative. 

So the decision of the Chair was affirmed, and the House de- 
cided thata motigh fora call of the House, under the circum- 
slances stated abgve, was not in order. 

A THE LOAN BILL. E 

On moton of Mr. FILLMORR, the House resolved itself into 
Committee’yf thé Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Warp 
of New York tq the chair,) and resumed the consideration of 
the bill “for tha}tension of the loan of 184], and for an addi- 
tion of five millidhs of dollars thereto.” ; 

When the commiitee rose yesterday, the state of the question 
was as follows: : k 

Mr. FreLmore Cunder the direction of the Committee of 
Waysand Means).had moved toamend the bill by adding there- 
to the following as section 5. 7 ë 

And be it further enacted, That.the moneys arising from du. 
ties on goods, wares, and merchandise which may be imported 
into the United States, be, and the same are hereby, pledged for 
the payment aiid redemption of stock hereafter to be issued un- 
der and by virtue of this act, and the act of July 21, 1841, here. 
by amended, and so much thereof as may be necessary to pay 
the interest on said stock, aid redeem the same when due, is 
hereby appropriated to that object, to be applied by the Seere. 
tary of the ‘Freasury to such payment and redemption. 

Which said amendment Mr, Wise had moved to amend as 
follows: 

“Sirike ont all after the word ‘that,’ and insert the words: 
The Ist, 20, 34, dch, 5th, Gih, Sth, and 9th sections of ‘An act to 
appropriace the proceeds of the sales of the public lands and to 
grant pre-empuon S mber 4, 1841, be, and 
the same are hereby. repealed, and tthe nett proceeds of the 
sales of the public lands be, and the same are hereby, pledged 
for the pay mens and redemption of the etock hereafier to be is- 
sned underaud by vir ue of this ace aad the said actof July 21, 
1841, andof any loan which may hereafter be authorized by law, 
until the whole of the public debt be fully paid and discharged; 
and so much of said proceeds of said sates as may be necessary 
to pay the interest on said steck or loans, and to redeem the 
same when due, is hereby appropriated to that object, to be ap- 
pře! by the Secretary of the Treasury to such payment and 
redemption; and the Secretary of tho Treasury shail, if the said 
stock shall at any time, and as scon asthe same shail at any 
time depreciate in the marke’ below par, purchase and redeem 
the same with the funds arising trem said nett proceeds from 
the sales ofthe public lands.” 

Oa a point oi order raised by Mr. Sranzy, the chairman 
had decided that the amendment to the amendment was in 
order. i 

From this decision Mr. Fiurmors had appealed; andit having 
been asceriained, pending the debate on the appeal, that no quo. 
rum was p nt, the committee hal risen, doc. 

And the question ew recurring, “Sball the decision of the 
Chair stand as the judgment of the committee?’ 

The debate on the point of orter was continued, 

Alter some remarks in favor of the decision of the Chair by 
Messrs. WISH, COLQUITT, and HOLMES, 

Mr. MARK A. COOPER said he rose tosay a few things on 

should adhere tothe rule which 


this question. Tu doing so 
haJdever governed him, He would coniise himself to the sub- 
e the committee the 


ject before the committee. He would g 
orderly, he would ad- 


sLassurance that if they would be 
ictiy to order, ‘ 
He was admonished to this from two considerations: first, by 
the repeated iaterrupticus lo which his colleague [Mr. Cor- 
quire] had been subject, he perceived that, for some reasons, 
the committee thought it a ie not to permita discussion 
now which ord i deemed quite reasonable and 
pertinent, $ yy had permitted himself, on this 
floor, to wander from the topic into debate: he felt it to 
be acondescersion, Asa Re e from Georgia, there- 
fore, he would net voluntarily i 
Jie proposed to sustain the d 
gamenton the law of the case; and if gentlemen found no in- 
ducement tu overrule the law that governs the case, he thought 
it would be difficult to reverse the Chair’s decision. xi 
Whatare the grounds taken to sustains the appeal? They 
are reduced to asing!s one by the chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means, to wit: that the propositicn decided to be 
in order is “different from the proposition under considera- 


m of the Chair by a fair ar- 


tion,” and therefore is out of order by the rule of the House, 


$ 


3 says: 

motion or proposition on a subject different from that 

under considdration shail be admitued under color of amend. 

ment.?—soth Rule. 5 
K wil not be pr 

an amendment ¢ 


whic 
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es, be, and the same are hereby, 
ae demprion of stock hereafter to 
y of this act and d 
18il, kereb Jed, and so much thereof ‘aed eta 
sary te pay the i ston said stock, and redeem the same 
wh 12, is hereby appro; edto ihat object, to he applied 
cretary of the Treasu 9 such pinent g 
eres ry of the Treasury to such payinent and ree 
Pho “sudjeet” here presented is ways and imeans. 
ject is to afford a redeeming fend, The “subject? and its “od- 
jeet” serve to identify the proposition ‘under consideration a 
Now let us examine the same characterisics of the amend 
ment proposed, and see if here be not an identity both of “sub. 
jectand “object” beiween itand the proposition under wists 
deration. H so, the Chair ought to be sustained i 
The amendment reads thus: i 
“Strike out all after the word 
The let, Sd, 3d, 4th, Sth, 6th, Sh, 


The ob- 


‘that,’ and insert the words: 
and 9th sections of “An act to 
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appropriate the proceeds of the sales of the public lands, and to 
grant pre-emption rights,’ approved September 4, 1841, pe, and 
the same are hereby, repealed; and that the nett proceeds of the 
sales of the public lands he, and the same are hereby, pledged 
for the payment and redemption of the stock hereafter to be is- 
sued under and by virtue of this act and the said act of July 21, 
1841, and of any loan which may hereafter be authorized by law, 
until the whole of the public debt be fully paid and discharged ; 
and so much of said proceeds of said sales as may be necessary 
to pay the interest on said stock or loans, and to redeem the 
‘same when due, is hereby appropriated to that object, to be ap- 
plied by the Secretary of the Treasury to such paymentand re- 
demption; and the Secretary of the Treasury shall, if the said 
stock shall at any time, and as soon as the same shall at any 
time depreciate in the market below par, purchase and redeem 
the same with the funds arising from said nett proceeds fron the 
sales of the public lands.” í 

The “subject”? here presented is ways and means. For what 
object? To redeem the loan. ‘his is so plain it admits of no 
illustration—so true that none can deny it—so strictly just that 
the “amendment,” and the prosposition “under consideration,” 
can respond to one and the same question. So thatit you per- 
sonify each, and ask them the question, “What come ye up 
for?” both must give one and the sme answer, which is this: 
“We were ordered hereto supply the ways and means.” If 
you ask again “What is your objec:?? The answer is, ‘To 
stand as a pledge for this loan.” 

The “subject”? and the object of the ‘amendment being the 
same with,those of the proposition “under consideration,” the 
two propositions are not different within the meaning of the 
rule, therefore the amendment is in order, and the Chair ought 
to be sustained. 

It is true, that in one case, the subject matter isintroduced or 
called into being by the formality of sales—winist in the other it 

ds brought from customs, The form varies, but the subject is 
the same. And to say that this creates a difference in the “sud- 
ject,” is not more just, than to say of two men, differently 
dressed, the one is a man, and ithe other a korse, It is true, 
also, that in your effort to effect the “object”? common to both 
these “subjects,” you move in different channels; and yet thisis 
one of the differences tolerated by the rule, allowing you to 
choose the most elegible route to arrive at the same point.. To 
maintain the contrary would be as absurd as to say of one and 
the same place, because it has twoavenues of approach, it there- 
fore is vot itself, 

So much, sir, for the position and argument of the chairman 
of Waysand Means, 

Now, sir, said Mr. © IT will endeavor to answer the only re. 
maining arguments in support of the appeal, and against the 
decision of the Chair. These were offered, I think, by the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee, (Mr. CanurHsrs.}] He sak’, first, that 
this amendmeot is out of order, because this is a loan bill, and, 
therefore, its subject is different from that of the proposed 
amendment. Hiserror consistsin this: The rule calls on us to 
compare the “subject” of the proposed amendment, not with 
„that of the Lil}, but with the “subject ” of that proposition un- 
der consideration.’ Let the rule be here repeated : 

“No motion or proposition, on a subject different from that 
under consideration, shall be admitted under color ofamend- 
ment. 

Now we have ascertained that the subject of the proposition 
under considcration, is that proposed by the chairman of 
Ways and Means. It provides a fund to redeem this Joan— 
and we haveshown that the proposed amendment is not DIFSER- 
.ENT. If the argument of the gentleman from Tennessee be 
available toexclade the latter, it also excludes the former. But 
this gentleman agrees with his friend [Mr. Frrtuors] in regard 
.to the former, consequently he musi agree with me, and his 
argument must fall. 

The second and remaining argument used by the gentleman 
from Tennessee, is this: 

“Ty is out of order because it is a proposition to repeal a sub- 
sisting law, introduced into a loan bill ? 

This argument, when examined, is at last found to depend on 
the inquiry into the diference in the ‘subject’ proposed by 
the repeal and thatof the proposition “under consideration.” 
These are ascertained to be identical; therefore this aren-nent 
also fails, he fact that you repeal a law to effect the object, 
does not make the subjects different, any mo'e than the ap- 
proachto a place by two ways destroys ifs identity. No one 
will pretend that we cannot, by a section in this law, repeal all 
laws militating against this act. 

I think, sir, I have now fully answered the arguments offered 
in faver ofthe appeal, and bave shown that this case is not 
within the rule, co sequently that the Chair ought to be sus- 
tained. In attempting this, said Mr, Cooper, I have desig- 
nated those points of difference in the two propositions, material 
‘to be looked for in order correctly to apply this rule. Tuere 
ig, however, a difference in the two propositions highly impor- 
tant to be considered in choosing between the two, on the score 
of justice and policy, which remains to be considered. This 
has relation to the effect and consequences of the two. And 
since it is strictly in order to examine, compare and contrast 
the two propositions, with a view to exhibit the points of dif 
ference, I will proceed briefly to state what Tadmit to be a ma- 
terial difference. Idoitby way of cumulative argument to 
those already advanced. 

Viewed in reference to its effectand consequences, the 
sition offered by the chairman of Waysand Means, will} 
a radical change in the revenue policy aud financial co 
of the Government in this, to witi it hasbeen, up to this time, 
the policy of this Republic to keep and hold the ordinary veve- 
nue of Government sacredto ts ordimary expenditures, These 
must be paid. To meet such burdens, (axes are submitted ta 
by the peopte cheerfully, and all respond to them with a patri- 
oticamen! Sach ought to be in on as (he paiey of ad- 
ministration, solong asthe people are resolved to be free. The 
reasons tor it are deeply laid in the conzidaraions of fran‘iness 
and economy that should dis‘inguish a Repub 

Extraordinary demands on the Treasury, 
treaties, private claims, &e. shebi be provided 
dinary means—such az increased tax . loa 
Congress may decide, Jf by loan, t 
fund should be provided to support it. The re 8 the 
people should at all times be alive to the incr of taxation. 
The less they pay for the purposes of Government, the better, 
Tf the object is alleged to be for ordinary and necessary ex- 

enses of Government, they say but little and think but little 
ofit. Butif for something over and beyond that, they examine 
closely into the nature and object of the expenditure. This 
seryes as a continued check on those interests which are ever 


sponsible, and those on the mitg ‘ 
of the Treasury, responsible for it; and the gentleman could | 
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and anon crying, Give, give. But take the ordinary revenue 
for extraordinary purposes, aad then levy taxes to meet the de- 
ficit of ordinary revenue, and the people are to be told that the 
increase of revenue is for the necessary, every day uses. With 
this they learn to be pacified, unti? those who divide the taxes, 
rise to wrath and power, whilst chains are wrought out for the 
people. Now,sir, one of the effects of the proposition of the 
chairman of Ways and Means, which differs it-from the amend- 
ment proposed is, that it changes this republican administra- 
tion of revenue, and will delude the country into protracted obli- 
gations and funded debt; whiist the amendment offered will 
sink the debt and leave the ordinary revenue untouched. I 
therefore insist that the differences which do exist, and are not 
material to the question of order, urge upon us the amendment 
proposed. Let us have the pubjic lands asa permanent sup- 
port to our credit. In this way it becomes a permanent relief 
to the people from extraordinary taxation, 

The desision of the Chair wasopposed by Messrs. CARUTH.- 
ERS and W. COST JOHNSON. x 

When the question, “Shall the Gecision of the Chair stand as 
the judgment of the committce?’’ was taken, and decided in the 
negative—Yeas71, nays 94. 

So the decision of the Chair was reversed, and the amendment 
of Mr. Wiss wag declared to be out of order. 

After same conversation on a point of onler, 

-Mr. WISE moved to amend the amendment by adding the 
following proviso: 

Provided, that it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, ifsaid stock hereby directed to be issued shal] at any 
time, and as soon as it shall, depreciate below par, to purchase 
and redeem the same. , 

Mr. W. said this, in his opinion, would be a better'security or 
obtaining the loan at par, than the pledge of any thing. It was 
unnecessary, ifthis provision was adopted, to pledge any specific 
fund, whether from duties or from the lands. Ifthey would 
back the stock withthe Government credit, with the Govern- 
ment means, and say the Secretary of the Treasury shall pur- 
chase it up the moment it begins to depreciate, it would give 
capitalists the security which is necessary, He only wished to 
make itopligatory on the Government to pledge its own credit 
to prevent the depreciation Without a proviso of this sart, he 
considered the amendment of the gentleman from New York 
nothing. Ifthey could make itimperative by law on Gavera- 
ment, the moment the shavers held its paper, to redeem that 
paper atthe very firstinception ofits depreciation, they made 
the stock solid, the loan easily negotiated; they based it on the 
soundest. credit, and made it an imperative duty to raise funds 
forthe Government. If this amendment was not adopted, he 
would raise the point of order on the amendment of the gentle- 
man trom New York. 

Mr. FILLMORE was a little surprised at such an amend- 
ment coming from the gentleman from Virginia. It was but 
a few days since that he had censured the Committee of Ways 
and Means for implying thatthe stock might be below par. 
What was the proposition? That if we should force a loan, and 
hereafter it might hecome below jar, we should go into market 
and buy it up—shave our own money; and that too withou: 
any means to buy it. He had nothing to say of this amendment. 
Tt amounted to nothing, except to compel the Secretary of the 
Treasury to go into market in competition with the brokers, if 
ever the stock should go below par. 

My. WISE would leave it toany gentleman acquainted with 
finances to say whetber this was not a proposition declaring 
thatthe stock should not full below par. That was the amount 
ofit. Jt would be impossible for the stock to fall below par if 
it was backed by the credit of Government. The proposition 
brought in the other day, and that by the peculiar enemies to 
the Administration, was @ proposition that he said never could 
have come froma eommitice of ds or “peculiar” friends; 
a proposition which came from those who at one moment cried, 
when an Executive communication was quotel. that an Execu- 
tive communication was worth nothing, bet the moment an 
Exccative communication came in to that committes—not one 
of whom wasa peculiar friend of the Administration, (and it 
waa the first time that this had been the case with refereace to 
the Committce of Ways and Means)—the moment it was 
thoughtit would be considered unpopular and unwise, the “pe- 
culiar” enemies of the Administration were very anxious that 
it wasan Execut% recommendation. Bat they wouid bring 
it in, and he doubted whether the honorable gentleman h'nsel f 
approved ofit when he brought it in; but ho brought it in, and 
under pretence that it w: n Executive recommendation, wren 
he andothers were crying against Executive r: commenda- 

tions. Re Tats 

and what was the proposition as contrasted with this one? 
Did it provide that the stock should not fall beto w par-~that it 
should not depreciate? No; but it was a provision the! the 
stock should be hawked under par. for whatit should bring. 
Let him tell the gentleman that ihe country would hold him re- 
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The only object of this fifth section was, hereafter, when 


others shouid demand in a separate bill that: the public. lands 
shall be pledged, that they shall have it in their power. totum 
to this fifth section, and say,~here is no necessity to pledgethe, 
public lands, because we have already ‘pledged the revenue 
from customs. That was the only object on the face of the 
earth that he could see in this fifth section, unless. it. did proś 
vide the ways'asd means to.redeem the stock. . If so, why did 
the gentleman ask, Will you require the Secretary of the Treas - 
sury to preventthese bonds from depreciating, whilst you have 
not provided the ways and means? Such “peculiar” enemies 
to an Administration he had neverseen. These were'tests of à 
gentieman’s professions. He knew that to commit this: Admi- 
nistration to his hands was giving the lamb to the wolf. oe 

Mr. FILLMORE had hoped, in mercy, after all that was said 
by the other “peculiar” friends of the Administration the other 
day, that these “peculiar friends” would think the Committee 
of Ways and Means had been sufticiently torn on this matter. 
But it seemed not; and they were now charged with heing the 
“peculiar”? enemies of this Administration. And on what wae 
thatopinion based? Where was the act to which the gentleman 
referred as evidence either that the committee or the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means was a “peculiar”? enemy 
of this Administration? What act was it that the gentleman 
had referred to? Was it that the Committee of Ways and 
Means had seen fit to lay before this House and before the 
country the statement from the Secretary of the Treasnry that. 
showed that the Treasury was bankrupt, and that asked from 
the hands ofthe Representatives of the people a law that should 
authorize him to supply its wants? This, then, wasthe “pecu- 
liar” crime of the “peculiar” enemies of this Administration. 
And he believed this was the only crime, at all events, that had 
been stated, But he was willing—and in this he would speak 
for a majority of the Committee of Ways and Means—that their 
conduct should be compared with the conduct of the honorable 
gentleman from Virginia. 

What had been the course of the Committee of Ways and 
Means in reference to this Administration that should cal! down 
on them denunciations from that gentleman? Where had the: 
been found wanting in not only attempting to sustain this Admi- 
nistration so far as it was tight, but to sustain the honor and cre» 
dit of our common country? 

When the first communication was made to the Committee 
of Ways and Means from the Secretary of the Treasury stating 
that the Treasury was empty, what did that committee do? 
Did they they delay action on the subject—-did they put it off, 
either in committee or in the House? No. On the contrary, 
with the utmost despatch, at their very first meeting after this 
communication, they reported a bill for supplying the wants of 
the Treasury. They were then informed that a loan would. not 
supply the present exigencies ofthe Treasury; that the loan could 
not be negotiated in this country, and that it was then necessary, 
to supply the pressing wants of the Treasury, toissue Treasury 
notes, to which it was well known a majority of the committee 
were opposed. Did the committee refuse to comply with this 
urgent demand of the ‘Treasury of this Administration, of which 
they were charged with being the “peculiar”? enemies? Within 
tweuty-four hours they reported a bill authorizing the issue of 
Treasury notes that was demanded by this Administration, And. 
what was the first movement of the “peculiar” friends of this 
Administration in aid of that project? He need not say to 
those now here that when this bil] came up for consideration 
the very first move was to tack to it a proposition to repeal the 
jand bill, and thereby to drag into discussion a question which 
could not and ovght not to be settled without long discus- 
sion, whilst the Treasury and this Administration were sinking 
in bankruptcy and infamy. 

That was the difference in the course the gendeman from 
Virginia had pursued in sustaining this Administration and 
the credit and honor of the counwry, andthe course of the Com- 
mittee of Waysand Means. 

What next? The bill came under consideration, and àno- 
ther honorable gentieman—a ‘‘peculiar” friend of the Admi- 
nistration, and a colleague | Mr. Gipmea) of the gentleman— 
moved aa amendment to the bill declaring that the issue of 
Treasury notes should be in lieu of so mush of this loan, 
thereby holding out to the country, as far as he was concern- 
ed, that the issue of five millions of dollars was going to sup. 
ply the wants of the Treasury, when every man knew it would 
not. 

What then? The bill finally passed this House with that 
amendment to it. The amendment caused a tong delay in the 
Senate, while the Treasury was discredited. The amendment 
was finally rejected in the Senate; and when the dill came 
back here and our Treasury was empty, who was the “pecu- 
liar friend of the Administration that moved to lay the bill on 
the table? It was one who claimed to he a “peculiar” friend 
of the Administration—the colleague of the gentleman from 
Virginia. S 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia here rose, to a point of order; 
which, however, be did not Insist on. 

Air. FILLMORE. What was next? They were told, when 
the Treasury note bill was called for by this Administration, 
thatit would supply the wants of the Treasury until the loan 
could be negotiated in Europe, But he would nou say whose 
faust it was, for he had no charges to bring against this Admi- 
nistration, although the gentleman deneminated him one of its 
“peculiar? enemies. Yet, it so turned out that |here had been 
issued in March, a year ago, an amount of Treasury notes, 
which became due this mor th, and no provision had been made 
for meeting them. And whose fault was it that this had not 
been made Known? Was it the fanit of the Committee of Waya 
and Means? No intimation had been given to this House or to 
The commutes of this, But the first information that the Com- 
initee of Waysand Means bad on the subject wasa communi 
cation from the President of th` United Sates, communicating 
© report to hini from the Secretary of the Treasury on the 8th of 

i his House ofthat appalling fact; and, 
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Bey hae then. was done? The Committee of Ways and Means 
took up th subject for consideration, aud received, from the 
Secretary of the Treasury letters that had been printed and laid 
before this House, informing them that, in order to raise the 
ways and means, not omy was it necessary to extend the time 
of this loan, but to authorize the stock to be sold below par; 


‘This bili was then’ brought forward, and he moved to-suspend 
tife rules for tie purpose of taking it up immediately for con- 
@ideration.. Did this look like acting hke a “peculiar” enemy 
of the: Administration? The motion failed. They went into 
Committee of the Whole, and he again moved to postpone the 
appropriation bill, to take up this. Onthat question the Chair 
decided against him. An appeal wastaken from the decision of 
the Chair; andhe asked the gentleman from: Virginta if he did 
Not vote against taking up the bill at that time? : 
. Mr, WISE saidhe would auswer the gentleman if he wished. 

(Cries of, “Say yes or no, “Go on.) i 

: Mr, FILLMORE said ifthe gentleman would say yes or no, 
he would yield him the floor. 

Me. WISE, notdirectly, responding, but offering to answer if 
the gentleman would yield him the floor— . 

Mr. FILLMORE proceeded. It was due to the majority of 
this House to say, whatever might have been the vote of the 
gentleman from Virginia, that they diil reverse the decision of 
the Chair, and they took up this bill, and went heartily into us 
consideration, è 

What was next? What took place on the 16ih instant? And 
he appealed to those who surrounded him here, and to the 
country, if hehad not, at every opportunity, moved the consi- 
deration of the pill, Anda majority of this House had invaria- 
ply sustained him, for the purpose of sustaining the honor and 
credit of the country and this Administraiion. When they got 
into committee, the first thing was the motion of his friend 
from Verinont (Mc. Eversrr] to tack to this bill a tariff bill. 
And what was the course of the “peculiar” friends of the Ad- 
ministration en that motion, which must greatly delay this 
bill, which it was necessary to urge forward to supply the 
pressing wantsof the Treasury, and to aid the Administration, 
Whose organ on this foor denounced him (Mr. F.) as its “peeu- 
“Jar” enemy? He had opposed this as out of order, although 
‘a proposition which his friend would have his support on. 

Mr WISE, The gentleman is mistaken, So far from my 
objecting 

Mr. FILLMORE had said ke (Mr. F.) had objected. But he 
asked what was the course of the gentleman from Virginia, 
when this was likely to have the effect of detaining the loan bill 
for three months to come? Did he oppose it? No; but, on the 
contrary, he madea long speech in favor of that coming in for 
consideration on this bill; and at last it. was ruled out of order 
“by a majority of this committee, . 

Whatnext? The gentleman had not only attempted to throw 
the clog in the way of what he had called railroad legislanon, 
‘but that motion was no sooner disposed of thanhe proposed an- 

other amendment to repeal the land bitt—a quesuon which they 
all knew could not ba disposed of without long and tedious 
discussion, And they knew more, that if by possibility the 
amendment could have been adopted in this bill, it would have 
defeated the measure. 

Now, he appealed tothe committee and the country to know 
who had becn the “peculiar? enemy of this Administration in 
opposing every project that had been asked by it from this 

‘guse—whether those who claimed to be the “peculiar,” 
friends of the Administration, or those whom they denominate 
its “peculiar” enemies? 

This was a, history of the proceedings of this House, so far as 
connected with the Administration, -But the gentleman had 
maid this was the first time when a Committee of Ways and 
Means had been constituted on which there were no friends of 
the Administration, and (hat delivering over the measures of 
this Administration to it ia like delivering a lamb to the wolf, 
Tle (Mr, F.) asked itthe history ho had given of the course of 
proceeding on this floor, in refereuce to the measures of this 
Administration, justified such a remark from the geneman 
from Virginia, who had been the tiger that had laid his fangs to 
the Administration at every opportunity he had? 2 

He would not pursue this subject furiher, The gentleman 
had said the amendment which he had introduced was intended 
to keep this stock at par. 

(The Clerk here read the amendment to the amendment at 
the request of Mr. FILLMORE. } 

Mr. F. continued. This ainendment vid not talk about pay- 
ing tothe unfortunate creditor of this Government the par value 
of the stock when itsunk iu the matket; but provided that 
when it was below par it should be the duty of the Secretary 
of the Treasury to enter the market, in competition with the 
brokers and Jewe, and buy it up of course at the lowest price. 

[A voice: “Shave its own money.” } 

The gentleman had commented severely on the course of the 
Committee of Ways and Means for offering this amendment, 
and had said thoy knew it provided no security, He did not 
know that the genlleman knew their motives. There was a 
portion of that section all-important to the man who holds the 
stock—that was, that it appropriated out of the accruing reve- 
nncs of the country the means of paying the interest and the 
stock when due; and by which the man who takes the public 
stock would know that he has not to wait on the peculiar enc- 
nies or friends of this Adriniatration for an appropriation for 
the stock, because it would be already made. 

The geneman had said this section would be equally benefi- 
cial, if the proviso were adopted, to bing up the stock in mar- 
fet. Letthem seethis, and whether he (Mr. F.) would “stul- 
tify” himself in saying that the gentleman’s proposiiion was 
oneto enable the Government to go with the brokers into the 
rmarket, and buy upttsown steck, This section proposed to 
appropriate so mach of the revenue as is necessary to pay the 
interest on the stock, and redeem the same when due. It did 
not appropriate for the purpose of buying up the stock in mar- 
ket below par. 

He bad said all that was necessary in rescuing the com- 
mittee from the imputation of (he gentleman from Virginia, 
He had no idea of e 1g a contest with him as the “pecu- 
liar” frien! of the Adminiatraticn va this floor, but intended 
to vindicate himeelf and those who aeted with him from un- 
just imputati and he did not intend that the gentleman 
should sku nd fhe Secretary of the Treasury, and 

ay that the commendation on which the Commitice of Ways 
acted was net the recummendation ofthe Exe: utive. 
z ami the ro- 


a 
their measures to the consideration of the House and the coun- 
try! i seemed to him that it was not. 

He was anxious for the passage of the billy he was unwilling 
that the debate should be drawn off on collateral matters. and 
he would therefore yield the floor. oi 


‘Mr. GRANGER said be had intended replying tothe gentle- 
man from Virginia, but New Yerk and the feelings of New York 


had been so much better represented by his colleague that it was 
unnecessary for him to add any thing. 

Mr. MARSHALL obtained the floor; and gave way to a mo- 
tion b y 

Me PENDLETON that the Committee rise. 

Which motion prevailing, the committee. rose and reperted 
progréss. E j a 

{A message was received from the Senate by A. Dickens, 
esq their Secretary, informing the House of the passage of abill 
of this House, title not heard, with an amendment. Theamend- 
ment, merely verbal, was, on motion of Mr, MILTON BROWN, 
concurred ia.} - A : 

‘And, on motion, the House adjourned. . 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Frinay, March 25, 1812. k 

Mr. CALVARY MORRIS asked leave to offer the following 
resolutions, which were read for information: h 

Resolved, Tat it is the constitutional right of every Ameri- 
can citizen to enjoy and express an opinion, either by word, re- 
golution, or petition, on all subjects connected with the admi- 
nistration of our Government; andif arraigned before any of 
the tribunals ofthe country for an alleged abuse of such right, 
the Constitution and spirit of the Government guaranties to 
him the right of being heard in his own defence before he is 
tried, condemned, and punish d. 

Resolved, further, That, whatever may be our individual 
opinions of the doccrinescontained in certain resolutions sub- 
mitted to this House on Monday last by che Lion. Mr. Giddings, 
af Ohio, we believe that the resoluticn subsequently passed by 
the Hous s censoring the said Giddings without permitting him 
to be heard in his own defence, except as a matter of special 
grace and favor, denying him that right which is conceded to 
the vilest malefactor, was a gross Violation of bis constitutional 
rights as an individual, and especially as the representative of a 
free people, and Ceserves the just condemnation of every Ame- 
rican citizen. 

% Mr. Ci H. WILLIAMS and Mr. HOPKINS rose and ob- 
ected. 

} Mr. MORRIS moved a suspension of the rule forthe purpose 
ofenabling him to offer the resolu.ions, and asked the yeasand 
nays on that motion, which were refused. 

And the question being taken, the rules were noi sus- 


ended. 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN, on leave given, presented the memorial 
of Cadwallader Evans, of the city of Pittsburgh, in the Com- 
monwhalth of Pennsylvania, praying an examination of the 
safety valve invented by him to prevent the explosion of steam 
boilers, &c.; which, on motion of Mr. I. was referred to the se- 
lect committee on that subject. 

Mr. HOPKINS offered, on leave given, the following resolt- 
tions, which, after some explanations Letween Messrs. WEN- 
THROY, HOPKINS, and CROSS, were modified to read as 
follows: 

Resolved, That so much ofthe resolution of this House of the 

inst. upor. the subject of the report of the commissioners 
appointed to survey and mark the boundary line between the 
United States aad Texas, as divects the printing of the mapa 
which accompany the said report, be, and the sameis hereby, re- 
scinded, 

Resolved, uso, That the Clerk of this House he directed to 

ause the maps referred to in the foregoing resolution to be 
engraved by the Senate’s engraver, and with the plates pre- 
pared lor engraving the said maps, underorder of the Senate: 
Provided, however, That the expense shall net execed the sum 
of 6Q0 dollars. 

Mr. ARNOLD moved to lay the resolutions on the table, but 
withdrew the motion at the request of— 

Mr. J. CLARK, who (aller a few remarks ia favor of an ex- 
amination by a cummitec) renewed the motion ta lay on the 
fable, in compliance with his pledge sə to do, 

After some conversation as to the etfect ofthat motion, Mr, 
CLARK (by concurrence of Mr. ARNOLD) withdrew the motion 
tolay on ths table, 

Mr. TURNEY moved the previons question, which was se- 
eoniied. 

And the main question (being on the adoption of the resolu» 
tions as modified) was ordered, and, being taken, the resolutions 
were adopted. e 

Mr. FESSENDEN, on leave given, offered the following re- 
golutions, which were adopted: =, 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expedieacy of amending the several acts for 
the relief of sick and disabled seamen, so as to make ail seamen 
employed in registered or licensed vessels of the United Siates, 
whether engaged in the foreign or coasting trade, or ia the 
whale or other fisheries, labie to the contribution imposed by 
the act of July 16, 1793. 

Resolved, That the said committee be further instrusted to 
inquire inte the expediency of reviving so much of the acts 
imposing a duty on the tonnage of American ships or vessels as 
were repeied by the act of May 31, 1839, and ofappropriating 
the proceeds of such cuties to the relief of sick or disabled sea- 
men in the meichant service, i 

On motion of Me. BOTTS, after some desultory conversation 
the rules of the House were suspended for the reception of the 
foliowing resolution: 

Resowed, That the Committee on Public Expenditures be 
instructed to inquire intothe naiure ofa m formerly present- 
ed to Congress by Charles J. Catlett, of Virginia, which by a law 
passed on the 2d July, 1836, “the proper accounting officers of 
the Treasury Department were authorized and cted to cele 
npon the principles of the acts of Congr ofthe 9th of April 
IS16, and 31 of March, 1817; whether said claim has been set- 


the Treasury Departmentallowed said claim on priaciples esta- 
blished by the laws above referred to,or whether it was don > upen 
the authority or order ofti ting President of the Unice States; 
and if settled upon the principles authorized by law, why sv A 
settlement was not made at an earlier period; and if a pen such 
order of the acting President, under what law or by what auth ority 
he directed the payment of such claim; and whether suck claim 


> was first refused to be paid on such order, and by what autho- 


rity and under what circumstances the sald accounting cfficers 
ukimately allowed it; and to what fund such payment was 
charged; and to 1eport any and all the circumstances deemed 
pertinent connected with the settlement of said claim. 

Mr. BOTTS said he had understood that objections had been 
made in some quarters to the resolution, because the word 
“acting”? had been used before the word “President.” That 


was an abstraction to which he paid very little regard; and it 


ted, and what amount paid; whether the accounting officers of 


was of ro consequence in comparison the adoption of the 
resolution. He would, therefore, strike out that word wherever 
it occurred. : i 

And the resolution was modified accordingly. | 

Mr. BOTTS then moved the previous question ; and there 
was a second. k s 

‘And the main question (being on the adoption of the resolu: 
tion) was ordered to be taken, : ; 

Mr. SNYDER asked the yeas and nays on the main question, 
which were refused. k , 

And the question being taken, the resolution, as modified, 
was reported. F i 

Mr. BLACK, on leave given, presented certain papers in re- 
lation to the claims of the State af Georgia for moneys expend- 
ed in de‘ence of the State; which, on motion of Mr. B. werere- 
ferredto the Committee on Military Affairs. 

“rye LOAN BILL. 4 

Me FILLMORE rose and inquired of the Speaker whether 
this day was, by the rules, appropriated to the consideration of 
such private bilis as did not give rise to discussion? 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. R : 

Mr. FILLMORE said, that being the case, he felt it to be his 
duty to submitto the House, in consequence of the exigencies 
of the Treasury, a proposition to fix a time at which the debate 
on the Joan bill should cease, that it might be prought into the 
House for final action, 

Mr. F. then offered the following resolution, which was read 
nation: 

Resolved, That, consideration of the urgent necessities of the 
Treasury, from and after vwo o'clock op Wednesday next, all 
debate in Commiuee of the Whole on the etate of the Union 
upon House bill No. 39 shall cease, and the committee shall 
proceed ote upon the ments then pending, or that 
may be ed, aud theu d bill, together with such 
amendments as may have been agreed to by the committee to 
the House, unless the same sh 
House. 

Mr. WISE inquired of Mr. Fintaons if he intended to move 
to go into committee to-day? 

Mr. FILLMORE said he should let that question be disposed 
of by the House. And Mr, F. moved the previous question on 
the resolution. i 

Mr. SPRIGG moved that the resolution be laid on the table, 
anil asked the yeas and nays, which were refused, 

‘And the question being taken, the House refused to lay the 
resolution on the table , 

The question thea recurring, and being taken, on the demand 
for the previous question, there wasa second. 

And the min question (being on the adoption of the resolu: 
tion) was ordered to be taken. i 

Mr, MeKEON askodthe yeasand nays on the main ques- 
tion: which were ordered, and, being taken, resulted as fol- 
low 

YiEAS--Weesrs, Adams, Allen, Landaf W. Andrews, Sher 
Jock J. Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigz, Baker, Barnard, Barton, 
Birdseye, Biain, Boardman, Borden, Botts, Brockway, Bronson, 
Milton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, William Buder, Calhoun, 


t 


S 
a 


it be sooner reported to the 


Wiliam B Campbell, Thomas J. Caropbell, Caruthers, Casey, 
Chi Chitendea, J. C. Clark, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, 
Cushing, Garrett Davis, Deberry, J, Edwards, Everett, Fessen- 
den, Palmore, Thomas F, Foster, Gates, Geniry, Goggin, Pat- 


Goode, Graham, Granger, Green, Habersham, Hall, 
m S. Hastings, Hemy, Howard, Hudson, Charles J. 
Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, Wa. W., Irwin, 
James, Cave Johnson, Isaac D. Jones, Jobn P. Kennedy, Lane, 
Lawrence, T. F. Marshall, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, May- 
varni, Meriwether, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Oliver, 
Osborne, Owsley, Pendicton, Pope, Powell, Benjamin Randall, 


Alexander Randall, Randolph, Rayner, Read, Ridgway, Wil- 
liam Ruseell, J. BM. Russell, Saltonstall, Shepperd, Simonton, 


Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, Stokely, Alexander H. H. 
Sruart, John T. art, Summers, Taliaferro, John B. Thomp- 
son, Rich: W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, 
‘Trumbull, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, Wallarce, Warren 
Washington, Edward D. White, Joseph L. White, Thomas 
Vy, Wiliams, Ch. WW. Williams, Wiuthrop, Yorke, and 
Augustus Young—1!4, 

NAYS essrs. Arrington, Atherton, Beeson, Bidlack, Black, 
Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Burke, William O, Butler, 
Green W. Caldwell, Cary, Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, 
© lquit, Mark A. Cooper, Cross, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, 
Dawson, Dean, Doan, Doig, Eastinan, John C. Edwards, 
Fornance, W, O. Goode, Gordon, Harris, John Hastings, Tlays, 

Tolmes, Hopkins, Houcky Houston, Hubard, Hunter, Jack, 
Keim, Andrew Kenney, Lewis, Littlefield, Abraham Me. 
Ciellan, Robert McClelian, MeKay, McKeon, Marchand, Ma- 
thews, M 1, Miller, Newhard, Parmenter, Pickens, Piumer, 
Reding, Reynolds. Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, Rossevelt, Shields, 
Wiliam Smith, Puyder, Sprigg, Steenrod, Sumter, Sweney, 
acob Teompson, Turney, Ward, Weller, Wesi ` 

W Wiame and Wise-2i6. O te Jamey 

So the resoiution ¥ donted. 

Mr. STANLY moved that the House resolve itself into Com- 
mirtee of the Whole on tie state of the Union, 

Mr. MOORE of Louisiana and Mr. UNDERWOOD of Ken- 
tucky expressed the hoge that private business would not thus 


be pui aside. 
Rr. MATIOT asked the yeas and nays on the motion of 
Mi ANT.Y, which were ordered, 


SPEAKER, in reply to a question from Mv. Cowen 
statedthat the effect of rej cting the motion of the gentleman 
from Ñorth Carol naf Mr. Svanxty] would be, that private buis, 
which were undisputed, would come up directly, under the rule 
ofthe House, for fay. 

The question on the motion of Mr. Sranny was then taken 
and deciged in the affirmative—Yeas 109, nays 75. : 


So th use redplved itself into Committee of the Whole on 
thestate df the Union, (Me. Wann of New York in the Chair,) 


esum £ 
the loan of PS41, ahd for an addition of five millions of dollars 


ad rhe epnsideration of the bil! “for the extension of 


to 
Mr. Frutaromeinder the direction of the Committee 
and Means) had moved to amend the bill by sadne baea ne 
following as section 5 
And be it further enacied, That the moneys arising from 
duties on goods, wares, and merchandise which may be import- 
ed into the United States, be, and the same are hereby, pledged 
for the payment and redemption of stock hereafter to be issued 
under and by virtue of this act and the act of July 21, 184t, 
hereby amended, and so much thereafas may be necessary to 
pay the interest on raid stock, and redeem the same wher due, 


ys hereby appropriated to that object, to be applied by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to such payment and redemption. 


Which said amendment Mr. Wiss had moved to amend by. 


adding thereto the following proviso: 

Provided, That it shaltbe the duty of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, if said stock hereby directed to be issued, shall at 
any ume, and as soon as it shal] at any time, depreciate below 
par, to purchase and redeem the same. 


And the question being on the amendment tothe amend- 


ment— 

Mr. MARSHALL addressed the House in nearly the follow- 
ing terms, as uAderstood by the Reporter: 

‘fhe proposition of the geneman from Virginia, now under 
consideration by this committee, leit to iisel and without any 
explanation by the mover, sinkes me as one of the most extra- 
ordinary propositions that ever was brought forward in this or 
any other country claiming to knew and to act upon the prin- 
ciples of national er commercial credit. 

itis here proposed to usto provide, by law, that, at the ime 
the Government stands in thestrictest need of money—when the 
Treasury isempty and does not possess the means of meeting its 
immediate and pressing engagernenis, without relying ona loan 
to furnish them, Government should anticipate the depreciation 
of its own bonds, and direct the Treasurer of the United States 
to avail himself of such depreciation when it shall occur, and 
enter into competition with the other brokers in the money mar- 
ket to shave with them the paper of the United States! Now, I 
say that, considered without explanation by the mover, such a 
proposal as this would strike me asa direct and open violation 
ofevery principle of finance I ever heard of in my life. The 
credit of the public, like the credit of an individual, is in the 
compound ratio of its known means, and of its disposition to 
avail itseifof those means to meet its engagements; and the 
honor of a Government (by which I mean its sincere desire ho- 
nestly to meet and sausfy all iis engagements) is of more im- 
portance than thatofan individual, and for this reascn there are 
means to coerce a private individual, though he may be person- 
ally unwilling, to pay his debts; but in the case of a Go 
vernment there can no such thing as legal coercion; for 
there are no means by which to collect a debt against it. 
Therefore T say that a disposition on its part to meet its 
engagements, is of More importance to the credit of the Go. 
vernment than that of an individual is tothe existence and con- 
linnance of his credit. But here we are openly invited to anti- 
cipate the depreciatiou of our owa written obi ig, and to 
take measures to avail ourselves of such depy on, and 
make a profit out of it. We seil our bondsat par, and then we 
are to calcutate on being able to buy them in at a depreciation. 
Now, considering all the means of control possessed by this Go- 
yernment over the subject, isay that could the world onty be 
so far imposed upon as to take our bonds at par in the fir 
place, the measure of the honorable genticman trom V i 
wouid present one of the nicest and most delicate x 
speculation that Lever knew, If our objectisto make money 
out of the people, this shows us a way in which this Govern- 
ment may be converted into ene cf the keenest shaving-sheps 
in the world. Let us only get our bonds n and ther 
provide—notthar our Secrsiary of the Treas: 
of depreciation, redeem our securities at their par Valueoh 
no—that is not theamendmient—but that be shel! avail himself 
of the depreciated siate of the market, and save to the 
ment the difference betweenthe marker p of its obligations 
and the amount which they bear upon ibeir face. We hove 
certainly means cough, if skilfully applied, to de 
own credit at pleasure; nay, Litink I could even ¢ 
means of making forthe ‘fr y ten cents upon the do! 
within a short time after the i of its obligations, itwoulu 
be quite a new and very admirable financiel operation 19 send 
the Secretary to buy them up at that discount. Again, E must 
say that, standing alone, and without any thing extiisic to 
throw light upon it, iL seems the most exiraordinary sugges- 
tion ever made to this Government since itg inception, or at 
least that has ever been of being acted upon. 

No, ‘The principle w for ali, atihe clos 
our Revolution, oa which th 
iis own obilgations 
to a lamentable d 
not in the hands of 
securities; they wer 
then, as early as 1799, 
dit, that, no matter how or 
ment might have bee! 
honor to discharg: 
edon the f 
power to do so. 
true and on! 
maintain i 

But the explanatio 
amendment to the bill, #0 
nishing the means fora s 
Government, but as suppiy 
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are told by the gentleman fi 
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the necessity of spendi 
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ads is atveacy When t 
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substantial basisof credit-—to a New y 
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the Government credit. g 
The proposition of ihe chairman ¢ 
and Means, originadag aa it did with the 


of the Committes of Ways 
Secreiary of the 
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CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. — 


Treasury, did, I admit, anticipate a depreciation of the .Go. 
veroment bonds, but it never proposed that the Government of 
the United States should avail itself of that depreciation, and 
buy up itsown paper below par. Oh, no! According to the 
plan of the committee, no matter how low the publicsecurities 
were in the market, ths Government was to redeem every one 
of them atits full par value. i 

Tais debate has taken a course, and remarks have proceeded 
from the gentieman from Virginia and gone forth to the world, 
which, in my judgment, have a very important bearing, or 
wereso intended, on the character -ofthe committee and its 
chairman, and upon the interest of thecouutry. The proposi- 
tion of the Committee of Ways and Means—which, as I said, 
was the proposition of the Secretary of the Treasury—was 
scouted by the honorable gentleman. He treated itas a pro. 
position which that committee, or rather its chaitman. who, it 
seems, belongs to the Playlair family, introduced into the 
House, not as a measure having their own consent.and appro- 
bation, but esintroduced by then as the enemies of the Presi- 
dent of the United States, with a view to reflect discredit on his 
Administration. The gentleman sail that there was not one 
personal or pocitical friend of the President placed upon that 
committee; that it was composed, for the most part, of his pecu. 
Har enemies, and had been organized, apparently, on a princi- 
ple of hostility to him and his Administration; and he insinua- 
ted pretty strongly that the measures recommended by them 
were intended not so much forthe good ofthe country as for the 
dishonor of the President. 

There seems to be an effort now making, simultaneously, as 
well in this House as out of it, to throw al! responsibility on 
the present majority in Congress, and to impress the public 
mind with the idea that all the difficulty, and confusion, and 
delay, and faction which prevail here are to ve ascribed to the 
Whig party proper inthis Huuse, as: possessing a controlling 
majority here. They are represented as legislating not for the 
discharge of the high trusts committed to their hands, but from 
personal hostility to one or another distinguished individual, 
and with a view to promote the ambitious views of a particu- 
lar political chieftain, 'Fhat is the charge made here, and 
there is a strenuous endeavor to getup the same idea out of 
coors. 

Now, I boid that Congrese ought ever to have its eyes and 
ears wide open to w: atever is passing among tLe people of the 
country. fis their duty to pay the utmost attention to the in- 
ications of public sentiment, wisich ever must have, and whieh 
ought to have, a powerful influence upon its counsels 
We could not if we would, avd should not if we could, shut eur 
ears to the sentiments of the people., I consider it as alweysin 
order here to refer to the epinicns out of doors, and to the effect 
à promulgation of those opinions onthe public mind. Be- 
lieving this to be so, I shalt make no apology for reierring toa 
great popular movement out of this House, intended avowedly 
1 bear on the action of Conzress, and reflecting in a very inju. 
rious manner upon the motives which govern us, It mey be 
worth our while to attend a little to this this: and a brief exa- 
mination of what passed on the occasion tó which I allude may 
not be. without its uses before the country. fi may give us 
the ability of ident f ons and sentiments of certain 
gentlemen on tie floor with movements elsewhere, and which, 
as they goto stamp deeply onthe public mind and feelings a 
sentiment of distrust and contempt for the Congress of the 
d States, it may become usto repel and disprove, come 
they from what quarter they may. 

I bold in my hand arcport of the proceedings ef a great po- 
pular meeting held in New York, the commercialemporium of 
this country—the great and populous, the wealthy and power fal 
centre of ns trade, acd, as I suppose, if political influence 
aso. Let me refer this Bouse to an an expression of opinion 
there givenasto our duty as legislators, compared with our 
i ative action during the present sesion. . 

(Mr. M. here quoted pretty extensively from a New York pa- 
per containing a very fuli report of the speeches delivered at a 
fate political meeting in that city. One of the speeches. after 
nee in the political honesty of President Ty ser, 
ures proposed to him by Congress, concluded 
the way of co a, an old proverb which de- 
s must not be cheosers.?7] 
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es of t ry Department, and 
ith speedy relief in lides, are first to be 
end inpeged within this House, and then ta be charged, 


she House, toa fixed and deadly hostility to the Presi- 
dent of the United States! 
The argument by which this charge issustained is as curious 
eiti. The committee ead its chairman, it seems, 
well knew that the measur@yfropnsed was a vile, dishonorable, 
disgcaceful measur: aw, as it came from the Treasury Depart- 
ment, they brought it forward in ihe committer, in order to ex- 
pose and disgrace the President through his Secretary of the 
Treasury. They made a parade of the measure, instead of 


hiding it from the public eye, because they believed it diegra en 
ful to the ‘Administration ‘That is the sahenin a argu nents 
as made and published. The Secretary.of the. Treasury mata: 
a proposition which was disgraceful to him and to: the: Presis: 
dent. The Committee of Ways and Meana. did not suppresa ity 
but reported an amendment ptoposing that- measure in Com< 
mittee of the Whole. -and this isan act of personal hostility te 
the President! and it shows that the legislation ef àa majoriiy. 
here is based upon such hostility ! ie CE ae 3 
To evade the absurdity of this, L suppose a ‘distinction wilt 
be made between the President and his Secretary of the ‘Trea. 
sury. It will be said that the Secretary of the ‘Freasury and” 
the Commitee of Ways and Meang alone are responsible, and 
not the President. And have we come to this? Ys“this the 
theory of our Government? Is this to be our practice under the: 
Constitution? Why I thoughtit had been settled; after solemn 
and profound argument by solid and profound men, that the’: 
President possesses the power of removal from- office. for ‘the 
very reason that he is and must be responsible’ for the conduct 
of his officers; and that this would be very hard if he: had not 
the power to remove them, I hold it now to be a part: of tha 
Constitution that the President is responsible for all the recom~ 
mendations of his Cabinet. Has not our action here been based 
on thatassumption? Is this the first time that a President of 
the United States has been held responsible for the official re- 
commendations of his heads of Department—the immediate 
members of his own Cabinet? Yet now, iteeems, we may ‘act 
in our capacity of legislators on the recommendations of thea 
Officers, supposing them to be the recommendations of the Exes 
cutive, and yet afterwards the President veto our bill, and disa. 
yew, in just:fication, the officia] acts of his. own officer | i 
For one, I deny here in my place, and I refer to all my ‘past 
bistory to sustain me in the assertion, that donot act here or 
elsewhere as the peculiar enemy of the President of the: United. 
States; nor willl admit that I bave been warpéd in my opis 
nions, or in-my official course, by peculiar hostility to. any 
man, Asan American gentleman 1 have a perfect right to 
speak of all men as, on my private and personal responsibility, 
I may choose to speak. I may havea man toquarrel with, and 
to hate, if I please; butneversha}l private quarrel, or love or 
hatred of any man, great or small, nor the thirst of personal 
vengeance, nor the desire to blast and thwart the personal 
ambition of any, even of the tallest and most gifted of those 
who figure on this floor, be found capable of swerving my 
course or warping my judgment as to the great interests 
ef my country, or of changing the eternal principles of truth 
and justice as I have heretofore held and declared truth and 
justice to be. For one, in discussing this subject, I here ex 
nressly disdain all design, “peculiar” or common, to injure the 
resident. of the United States, But when vindicating the ac~ 
tion of Congress—not because Congress needs any vincica. 
ion of mine, but because, in all general censures on its course, 
Lam myself implicated—I choose to infer that the President saw 
and understood what was doing. Have we shown any disposi- 
tion to legislate against the President of the United States? What 
has been our coursein regard to measures touching which 
it has been conjectured that there will be a disagreement in 
judzment between this House and the Executive? What did 
Congress do at the-extra session, alter having agreed npon and 
submitted to the Presicent what this speaker in the meeting at 
New York calls “the peculiar Whig measure,” and after that 
measure had by him been vetoed? Did they break up in wrath? 
Did they revol? Didthey raise the cry through the country 
of Executive tyranny} “And did tbey throw on the Prest- 
Cent the responsibnicy of cefeaiing the great Whig measure? 
No. 
[At this stage of Mr. M’sremarks, a message was received 
fiom the President of the United States, for which see here» 


afer. 

wi MARSHALL resumed. When I sat down Thad been 

endeavering to explain the difficulty experienced by this House 
in eseertaining what the Executive opinions. really were. E 
had spoken of the veto message, and of theendeavor to ascer- 
tain what form of a bil] would meet the wishes-of the President. 
We thonght thatthrough the members of his Cabinet we had 
at length discovered what it was tmt would meet his views; 
but the opinions of the Cabinet have since been repu- 
diated and their statements contradicted by the friends of 
the President. And as to that subject, in what attitude 
do we pow stand? The Executive has been called upon 
for the plan of such a fiscal agent of the Government 
as would mect his views of expediency and conetitution~ 
ality. His Secretary has mare usa report; that report has been 
submitted to a select commiitee, composed ef the peculiar 
friends of tho President, and they have yeperied to us a meas 
sure cesenti ferent from the one recommended by the Ses 
cretary. On their report (o_this House no action has as yet 
been fad er sought, or pressed in any way upon the House by 
the distinguished gentleman (Mr. Cesise] at the bead of that 
select committee. No effort whatever, so far as I recollect, has 
been since made by them to remove the delay of which such 
loud complaint is made, How, then, do we siend “up to this 
present writing?” , 

But now, the aspeet of things seems to have changed—the 
oracle has spoken at last—there isa voice heard from the very 
innermost recesses of the temple—not now through priests or 
attendant ministers—it is a voice from Apollo bunself Yes, 
the god, the gcd himse: f, at last, has spcken. But, 1 ask, 


what, up to tb!s hour, has heen our position in relation to the 
charges I have referred to, b in end ‘aut af this" House? 


Yesterday the report of the Secretary of the Treasury was 
openly 


repudiated by the friend and organ of the treet 
here, and the Committee oi Ways and Means openly charg- 
ed with bringing it into the Bouse with the expres. View 
of disgracing the Executive and his Adminisiraen ell, 
on the most important of all subjects which, in the prez 
sent attitude of our affairs, can be submitted for the arnon H 
lature, that same Secretary reports one plan, an 


the Le [s 1 
these same peculiar friends of the President propose qure 
anather. They do net act, cr call for action. ne. House 


ni Peart ` z 
bas vainly endeavored to ascertain what it is ihey do wants 
and, in the meanwhile, here we are, hung ep be ween iba 
fiscal plan reported by a responsible oiticer sci A poin 4 
and a different fiscal pian submitted by the friends of the Pre- 


j is foor. Wasa legislative body ever so treated 
eae on i faco of the earth? As matters now rand, with 
two recommendations, both apparently issuing fon ae 
tive, the President is at perfect liberty io disclaim hoth i ia 
responsible toneither! So that, if we pass either pian, andhe 
afterwarda chooses to vete our bill, we shall be charged with 
thwarting the Executive and resisting all his measuras—with 


N 
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hot wkirig the unbuttered bread he offered us, because-we did 
hot, in truth’, know at which of the two baits we were to nibble ! 
{Laughter.} Does his hand hold either? Who knows?—and 
how. 1s his oracular will to be ascertained? If crying injustice 
‘was ever done to a budy of men in the world, these charges 
against as of factious opposition and personal enmity to the 
President are thecruelest and most unfounded examples. of it. 

On one branch of our public affairs the Oracte 1 say has 
spoken at lasi—and ata very proper time—just in the middie of. 
a subject like that before us—and when the ifouse has just dis- 
posed of the leading question involved in it.: Ay, while we arc 
engaged on-a measure of finance, the peculiar friends of the 
President brings us in an amendment to repeal the land bih, 
and his amendment is voteddown. What nex:? On the very 
next day we are told by the President that. we mustdo this very 
thing. “Why is this? If we are indeed boundas a Vongress to 
follow in all things the will of the Executive, why was the ex: 
pression of that will withheld till we have chosen a course. of 
our.own directly the reverse, and then suddenly brought for- 
ward that we may be whipped back, and the servile chain of 
‘unquestioning subserviency is bound on our free limbs? Yes— 


and insult is added. We must not only submit- to weara | 


- chain; but we mustholdit up to public view, and clank our 
fetters that all the world may hear !—-so. that there shall remain 
no doubt. on any man’s mini that, on the greatest measure 
ever submitted, the National Legislature is perfectly and abso- 

. Intely. subservient to the Presidenv’s revealed good pleasure, 

To what does all this lead? Why all this obscurity, this an- 
certainty, thrown over the wishes of the President for a time, 
till we have received and acted on the recommendations of his 
Secretary, and then those recommendations are here openly 
repudiated by one of his peculiar friends, and weight after 
weight thrown on itsprogress through the House, and then, as 
soon as we have acted, are we thus rebuked? Could any thing 
have been more artfully designed to make the Legislature un- 
popular, and present a majority of its measures openly dis- 
graced, degraded, shamed before the eyes of the people? 

-He has spoken! Yes, and what has he said? It behooves 
‘us to listen, and to give a true interpretation to his words, ifsuch 
a thing be possible. What has he said? He has told us that 
an act, passed under his own express recommendation, distri- 
buting among the States the avails of the public lands, must be 
repealed. That, because we lie under a debt of seventeen mil- 
ions, there is no other resource to escape from our embarrass- 
ments but by taking this back from ‘the States. While pos- 
sessed of the whole revenue power with which the Constitution 
has clothed us, and of which it has in the same breath divested 
the States, we have no other earthly means to sustain’ American 
credit inthe eyes of the world, than to take away from the 
States the lands which are their own, and which by a tardy act 
of justice we have just restored to them. Yes, the self-same 
nation, who, with a population of but three millions, with its 
commerce broken up—without a Government—poor, nake, 
without allies, save iis own indomitable courage and Heaven to 
smile upon it-contracied a debt of a hundred millions,and funded 
it: who had a body of land surrendered to the Union of its States, 
on condition that it should he a fund from which the debis of 
the States were to be paid and its credit restored, and which 
paid thatdebt. a nation which, twenty-five years after, con- 
trasted, at the call of the national honor, another debt of a hun- 
dred and twenty millions, and paid that too: this same nation, 
now laboring under the enormous, the crashing debt, of seven- 
teen millions—atter shuffling off all action in promoting inter- 
nal improvements, and shifting that upon the shoulders of the 
States—this nation has now no means to raise enough revenue 
to pay off these seventeen millions, expended as they have, in 
part, been for national objects, which are the very sinews of our 
defence! No. With all our legitimate and most profitable 
sources of revenue untouched, we cannot raise these seventeen 
millions, but must snatch from the mouths of the Btates the 
residuum of that cecesatly restored inheritance which they per- 
mitted us to enjoy long afier the original objects of the “grant 
had been more than fulfilled! And we are ca led to do this by 
a State Rights President! And if we do not comply, we 
are then to be denounced as acting from factious principles 
and a desire and design to “head Captain ‘Tyler.’ And 
the friends of the President expect to be able to bolster him 
up, and geta party to place him a second, or rather for the 
first, time in the chair of Staie, by disgracing and degrading 
Congress. 

I spoke something of the unhappy divisions of the Whig par- 

ty, Executive and Legislative, and I said that there was but one 
subjecton which 1 ever would consent to practise deception 
onthe people. These unhappy divisions I would, if E could, 
forever hide fromthe eyes of the nation. So help me, Hea- 
ven, I would cover them up from every eye. But I cannot. 
No, I cannot do it. War has been proclaimed, and we cannot 
helpit, A reunion of these “fragments” of the Whig pariy 
(as I once denominated them, and of which saying of mine so 
much has been attempted to be made) would produce 
throughout our entire financial system instant and entire re- 
gulavity and order. Idonot believe that it requires any-vast 
deph of genius or any enormous amount of patriotism to bring 
back our finances at least to a sound and healthy condition. 
But to produce this union of fragments, shall we surrender all 
the principles which brought us into power? Shali we do this, 
aboveal,, from the fear of the charges of the men who, as we 
all know, will make charges against us, do what we may? Ts 
there any doubt as to what are the principles and policy of the 
great Whig party? There isnone,in any mind, And again, I 
say, that if the arts which are now employed to beat down that 
party, and to wrest the Government from their hands, shall 
succeed, it will be because never before has party experienced 
such foul, such crying injustice. We are notio ke allowed the 
opportunity of trying the effect of our own principles. Ifthey 
would only let us make an experiment, and see whether our 
principles ave iight or wrong in their practical application, a 
poor, fallen Whig might at least cross his arms, and find in his 
Jotseme little drops of comfort, Bat here we are, crossed, 
thwar:ed, oppused at every , and then taunted because we 
do not do what you wili not let usio. You charge us with de- 
lay, while youare vourselves throwing everyZimpediment in 
our path. You stop ihe greatleading wheel of the State ma- 
chinery, and then cry out that we do not know how to set the 
workein motion. Do wetalk of raising 1evenne—that instant 
do you rise up withthe most violent hostility against every in- 
crease of the tariff. Do we talk of furnishing a commercial 
medium that shall be ofequal value all over the United States— 
every plan we propose to effect it is vetoed, and we are !eft in. 
total darkness as to what the willof the President is. 

Another of our greatand leading measures was the land bill; 


- and just as the indebted States are expecting a rich blessing in 
their state of embarrassment from its beneficent provisions, we 
are called upon to undo oùr own work and nullify our own 


favorite measare. Whatare ihe advantages which that mea- 
sure would secure, but which we are new called upon to {oree 
go? Iholdin my hand a document in which those advantages 

„äre go admirably set forth, that I may be pardoned for quoting 

* its eloquent language and employing it instead of my own. It 
is a speech delivered, if I mistake not, at a place, somewhere 
in Virginia, called Louisa; and in it we are told that oid Yir- 
gisia, who ceded to hersister States à territory far greater than 
the extent of her own boundaries, is, through the precious 
blessings of Mr. Cray’s land bill, to keatlength remunerated 
for her generous magnanimity. : 

[Mr. M. here quoted pretty largely from a speech of Mr. 
Wiss, in which he speaks in. very exalted terms of the land 

` pill and its ‘author. The reading elicited many smiles.) _ 

This was in ’39 the Virginia coctrine—the Whig Virginia 
doctrine; atleast if we may receiveas authority the words of 
one who was at that time himself good evidence of what a 
Virginia, Whig meant. But now, so strangely have the doc- 
trines of old Virginia—ay, of old Whig Virginia—changed, that 
here we see a Virginia Whig standing up on this floor, and 
preaching to us that, ‘of all the Whig measures, this land bil, 
which he says is really no Whig measure at all, is the most 
execrable andabominable! Surely, surely, the gentleman, who 
has"for daystogether been thundering forth anathemas against 
this measure, could never, in his extensive reading on consti- 
tutiona! law, have met with this document: never could he 
have conceived, surely, that such doctrines as are here avowed 
were ever held in old Virginia by Whigs—ay, and by a ‘Kyler 
Whig! [Laughter.} Does the eloquent gentleman from Acco- 
mac recollect this language? Does he ask who could have heen 
so recreant tothe doctrines of 98 su far fromal! abstractionism, 
as to put forth heresy like this? If he does, then I shall have 
oecasion, once more, to say to him, as I did ona former occas 
sion, in the words of Nathan to David, “Thou art the man!” 

Bat how does all this happen? how is it to be explained? 
These charges, from the quarter and under the circumstances 
in which they are urged, become matiers of mighty moment, 
Has the state of things, and have the principles in which we 
came into power, changed? Have the relations of this land 
changed? Has the Whig party changed? Has the great 
maw who is the author of this land bill changed? No: not 
at all, And are we then to be charged with having abandon- 
ed the true faith, from eur hostility towards a particular man? 
Ah, sir! if we have changed our ground; ah, sir! if we had 
been found denouncing publicly, and per se, the President of the 
United States; and if we, from the beginning of the extra ses. 
sion, had denounced him and al! he did, and then had abandon- 
ed our whole course, the charges made might rest with more 
justice upon us. But when we stand upon the same high im- 
pregnable ground on which we ever stood; when we say the 
same things and bold the same principles which we said and 
which we heid during our twelve years’ exile from office and 
from all the public honors of our country, are they who, with 
whatever views, have gone over to cur adversaries, to taunt us 
here as changelings, and with acting from love or hatred of par- 
ticular individuals? If we, holdingu Bank of the United States 
to be the only efficient organ for regulating the currency of the 
coantry and furnishing it with a safe and uniform medium of 
cnchange, while it extended to Government the facilities it need- 
ad, and afforded those facilities without loss and without charge, 
were found coming out against a Bank of the United States, and 
voting against a national institution in any form; if we had 
abandoned the land bill, and abandoned the revenue bill: if we 
were found shifting our ground every day, sd asalways to place 
ourselves in exact Opposition to one particular individual—then 
indeed, we might have been charged with acting from personal 
hostility. But we can be fairly charged with no such thing; 
least of all doessuch a charge apply to thechairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means. So far ishs from deserving 
a charge like this, that 1 have more than once in private charged 
him with directly the roverse—with jistening too much to the 
Treasury Department, and insisting to him that it was the duty 
of this legislative Lody, and of him as a concomitant part of it, 
to take its own ground, 

Sir, there breathes not a man, Icare-not how great his talents, 
how exalted hisname, or how extended may be his influence— 
no matter whetherhe and I be petrsonatly ftiends or foes—there 
breathes not a man to whom T wiji adhere, if, from motives of 
personal ambition, he has deserted the course which he him- 


self had marked out for me, and which I have followed upto | 


this hour with uadeviating fidelity. There is nota man, whe- 
ther ıt be the President of the United States Limseif, or any 
man who isa candidate for the office, who exerts such an influ- 
ence over me, that, from distaste toward him, and for the sake 
of the indulgence of private feeling, E will ever permit myself 
to he driven, by hatred, any more than by love, from the ground 
l have so long and so prominently occupied. No, I never 
would; and Ltrust that every good old schcol Whig, who holds 
the doctrines avowed at Louisa in 1839, will act-on the same 
principle. Let us adhere to our principles, come what come 
may; ani then let public sentiment decide who is the man to 
fill the highest seat. Vvho he is to be I know not, nor do I 
greatly care, so long as we shall have at the other end of the 
avenue an able anda faithful ally tothe American Congress at 
thisend of ir. Lei us Jegislate in an upright, firm, fearless, in- 
dependent manner, and not with reference to the hopes of pa- 
tronage; nor let us by deep-iaid combinations endeavor to im- 
press the cule mind with the belief that Congress is nothing 
but a at Presidential caucus, which is bound either impli- 
cidly and meanly to follow the Executive lead, or else factiously 
to oppose the President himself, os some candidate for his kigh 
place. Jonce said that I would not follow new leadera in 
Whig principles. Tsay sostill, Nor have lany ambition 
to be the author of a new doctrine ov the leader of a new 
sect. My doctrine is, that Congress should poise itself on its 
own proud centre; that it should act from its own convictions, 
without asking the opinions of any man. Ifany blame just- 
Jy attaches to us.on this head, it is for our too great anxiety 
to t what might bethe opinions of the President on great 
and leading measures of public policy. I would ask the opi- 
nions of none. This Government has been wisely separated 
hy the Constitution into departments distinct from and inge- 
pendent of each other, and we are the greatest of all of them, 
especially in all matters of finance. Where, then, is our spirit 
of independence? Let us ask the opintonsofno man. Let us 
pass Our own measures: let us send them to the President as 
the Constitution requires, and then let him sanction or destroy 
them, and let the people judge. ‘Are we to sit here groping in 


dim obscurity, guessing at the will ofthe President? Or, when 
wehave acted, ate we tu sit like scolded school-boys, and be 
rebuked for doing what we have deemed it our duty to do? After 
we have deliberately expressed au opinion, are we do be driven 
from our ground because the President happensnot to approve 
it? Are we not only te have no butter at his hands, but no 
bread either but such crumbs as he may choose to. cram in our 
mouths? (Ido not, in saying this, mean to induige in any per- 
sonal allusion.) | trust not. I protest against being written 
down the peculiar friend or peculiar enemy ofany man. 1 
claim to adhere to the principles I early adopted. J have stuck 
tothem all my life. They have kept me poor, and exposed me _ 
to many misfortunes; but I have no idea of abandoning them. 
1 will never consent that they shall be sacrified. As to being 
licked, why we have been licked so often that we have learned 
tobear that, [A laugh.] ‘We were whipped, I admit, in some 
part of the session “There seems to have been some mistake, 
some strange misunderstanding somewhere. The Executive 
departments seem not to understand each other, and the will 
of all is to be crossed by one member of the Executive over 
whom we have no contrel, Well; if itis co, we can’t help 
it. We have only to hold on to those measures in which we 
believe the public prosperity and happinessto he involved: 
when these are departed from, universal ruin and desolation 
overspread the land. We must hold on to them still; and, 
sooner or later, the people must and will re-establish the 
principles we have ever avowed; let usstrive for them to the 
last; and when we fall, if fall we must, I trust we shail fail 
as Warriors should, and shall be brought home upon our 
shields. 

In the midst of the remarks of Mr. MARSHALI, a message 
was received from the President of the United States, by the 
hands of RORERT TYLER, esq. his Secretary, and the Speaker 
took the chair to receive it, 

Mr. WISE asked the Speaker if it would be in’order to ask 
for the reading of the message? 

The SPEAKER said it would. 

Mr. WISS hoped the message would be read, 

{Many objections were made.} eè 

Mr. STEENROD moved that the message be now read, 

On which motion the ayes were 112, the noes not counted, 

So the message was read as follows: 

To the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the United States: 

Notwithstandisg the urgency with which Ihave on more than 
one cecasion felt 1 my duty to press‘ upon Congress the neces- 
sity of providing the Government with the means of discharging 
its debts and maintaining inviolate the public faith, the increas- 
ing embarrassments of the Treasury impose upon me the in- 
dispensable obligation of again inviting your most serious atten- 
tion to the condition ofthe finances. Fortunately for myself, in 
thus brisging this important subject to your view, for a delibe- 
rate and comprehensive examination inall its bearings, and, I 
trust I may add, for a final adjustment of it, to the common ad- 
vantage of the whole Union, 1am permitted to approachit with 
perfect freedom and candor, As few of the burdens for which pro- 
vision is now required to be made have been brought upon the 
country during my short administration of its affairs, I have nei- 
ther motive or wish to make them matter of crimination against 
any of my predecessors. I am disposed to regard, as I am bound 
to treat them, as facts, which cannot now be undone, andas deep- 
ly interesting to us all, and equally imposing upon all the most 
solemn duties; and the only use I would make of the errors of 
the past is, by acareful examination of their course and cha. 
racter, to avoid if possible the repetition of them in future, 
The condition of the country, indeed, is such as may well arrest 
the conflict of parties. ‘The conviction seems at length to have 
madeits way ta the minds of all, that the disproportion be- 
tween the public responsibilities and the means provided for 
meeting them is no casual nor transient evil, Itis onthe con» 
trary, one which, for some yearsto come, notwithstanding a re- 
sort to all reasonable retrenchmenis, and the constant progress 
of the country in population and productive power, must con- 
tinue to increase under existing laws, unless we consent to give 
up or impair all our defences in war and peace, But this is a 
thought which, E am persuaded, no patriotic mind would fora 
momententertain. Without affecting an alarm which I do not 
feelin vegard to our foreign relations, it may safely be «firmed 
that they are in a state too critical and invoive too many mo- 
mentous issues to permit us to neglect in the least, much less to 
abandon entirely, those means of asserting our rights, without 
which negotiation is without dignity and peace without secu- 
rity. 

i the report of the Secretary of the Treasury, submitted to 
Congress at the commencement of the present session, it is esti- 
mated that, after exhausting all the probable resources of the 
year, there willremain a deficit of about $14,000,000. With a 
partly to a permanent system of revenue, and partly to imme. 
diate relief from actual embarrassment, that. officer recommend. 
ed, together with a plan for establishitg a Government Exche- 
quer, some expedierts of a more temporary character, viz, the 
issuing of ‘Hreasury notes, and the extension of the time for 
which the loan authorized to be negotiated by the act of the 
last session should be taken. Congress accordingly provided 
for an issue of ‘treasury notesto the amount of $5,000,000, but 
ubject to the coneiiion that they should not be paid away below 
par, 

No measure connected with the last of the two objects above 
mentioned was intreduced until recently into the House of Re- 
presentatives. Should the loan bill now pending before that 
body pass into a law, for its present amount, there would still 
remain a deticit of $2,500,000. It requires no argument to show 
that such a condition of the Treasury is incompatible not only 
with a high state of public credit, but with any thing approaghi- 
ing to efiiciency in the conduct of pubijic affairs. It must be 
obvious, even to the most xperienced minds, that, to say 
nothing of any particular exigency, actual or imminent, there 
should be atail times in the Treasury of a great nation, with a 
view to contingencies of ordinary occurrence; a surplus at 
least equal in amount to the above deficiency. But that defi- 
ciency, serious as i: would be in itself, will, Fam compelled to 
say, rather be increased than diminished, without the adoption 
of measures adequate to correct the evil at once. The stagna- 
tion of trade and business, in some degree incident to the de- 
rangement. of the national finances, and the state of the revenue 
laws, holds out but little prospect of relicf in the cerdivary 
course of things for some time to come, 

Under such circumstances, Iam ceeply impressed with the 
necessity of meetirg the crisis with a vigor and decision which 
itimperatively demands at the hands of all entrusted with the 
conduct of public affairs. The gravity of the evil calla for a 
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remedy proportioned toit. Noslight palliatives or occasional 
expedients will give the country the relief it needs, Such ñea- 
sures, on the contrary, will, in the end, as is now manifest to 
-all, too surely. muitiply its embarrassments. Relying, as I am 
bound to do, on the representatives of a people rendered illus- 
trious among nations by having paid off its whole publie debt, I 
shall not shrink irom the responsibility imposed upon me by 
the Constitution of pointing out such measures as will in my 
opinion insure adequate relief. Lamthe more encouraged to 
recommend the course which necessiiy exacts, by the confi- 
dence which I have in itscomplete success. The resources of 
the country, in every thing that constitutes the wealth and 
strength of nations, are so abundaiit-—the spirit of a mest indus- 
trious, enterprising, and inteligent people is so energetic and 
elastic, that tae Government will be wuhout the shadaw of ex- 
cuse forite delinquency, if the difficulties which now embar- 
rass it be not speedily and effectually removed. 

From present indications, itis hardly doubtful that Congress 
will find it necessary to lay additional duties on imports, ia or- 
der to meet the ordinary current expenses of the Government, 
In the exercise of a sound discrimination, having reference to 
revenue, but at the same time necessarily affording incidental 
protection to manufacturing inducury, it seems equally proba- 
ble ‘that duties on some cies of importation will have to be 
advanced above 20 por cent. In performing this important 
work of revising the tarif of duties, whichin the present cemer- 
gency would seem to be indispensable, 1 cannot too strongly 
recommend the cultivatioa of aspirit of mutual harmony and 
concession, to which the Government itself owes its organ, and 
without the continued exercise of which jarring and discard 
would universally prevail. 

An additional reason for the increase of ‘duties in some in- 
stances beyond the rate of 20 per cent. will exist in fulfil- 
ling the recommendations already made, and now repeated, 
of making adequate appropriations for the defence of the 
country E 

By the express provision of the act distributing the proceeds 
of the salosufthe public Jandsamong the S.ates, its operation is 
ipso facto to cease so soon as the rate of the duties siall exceed 
the limits prescribed in the act. 

In recommeading the adoption of measures for 
the proceeds of the public Jandsamone the States 
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Oa thatassumption it was, in my opinion, a wise, a just, aad a 
beneficent measure. But to continas itii force whiie there is 
no such surplus to dishibute, and when itis manifestly nec 
sary not only to increase the dutios, but at the same time to 
borrow money in order ty figuid.te the public debt and dis 
barrass the pu Treasury, would i be regards] as 
an unwise alienation of the best security of te public creditor, 
which would with difficulty be excused, andcould not be justi- 
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on such terms as it: will render it beneficial in that way to ex. 
tinguish the debt and prevent the accumulation of such surplus 
while its distribution is suspended. 

No one can doubt that were the Federal Treasury now as 
prosperous as it was ten years ago, and its ‘fiscal operations 
conducted by an efficient agency of its own, co-extensive with 
the Union, the embarrassments of the States, and corporations 
in thom, would produce, even if -they continued as they are, 
(were that possible.) effects far less disastrous than those now 
experienced. It is the d:sorder here, at the heart and centre of 
the sysiemn, that paralyzes and deianges every part of it, Wha 
does not know the permanent importance, notto the Federal 
Government alone, but to every State and every individual 
within itsjurisdiction, even in their most independent and iso. 
lated individual pursuits, “in the preservation of a sound state of 
public opinion and a judiciousadministiation here? The sym- 
pathy isinstantaneous and universal. To attemptto remedy 
the evilofthe deranged credit and currency ofthe States while 
the disease ts allowed to rage in the vitals of this Government, 
would be a hopeijess undertaking. 

Itis the full conviction of this truth which emboldens me 
most earnestly to recommend to your carly and serious consi- 
deration the measures now submitted to your better judgment, 
as well as those to which your attention has been already invi- 
ted. The first great want of the country, that without answer- 
mg which all ottempts at bettering the present coridition of 
things will prove fruitless, is a complete restoration of the cre- 
dit and finances of the Federal Government. The source and 
foundation of allereditis in the confidence which the Govern- 
ment inspires, and justin proportion as that confidence shall he 
shaken or diminished, wil! be the distrust among all classes of 
the cormmunity, and the derangement and demoralization in 
every branch of business and all the interests of the country. 
Keep up the standard of good faith and punctuality in the ope- 
rations of the General Government, and all partial irregulari- 
tics and disorders will be rectified by the influence of its exam- 
ple; but suffer that standard to be debased or disturbed, and it is 
Impossible to foresee to what a degree of degradation and con- 
fusion all financial Interests, public and private, may sink. In 
such a country as this, ihe Representatives of the people have 
only to wil it and the public credit will be as high as it ever 
was. 

My own views of the measures calculated to effect this great 
and cesirable object I have thus frankly expressed to Congress, 
under all circumstances w ive to the entire subject a pe- 
culiar and solemi erest. The Executive can do ne more. I 
the credit of the country be exposed to question; ifthe public 
defences be broken down or weakened: if the whole admini- 
stration of public affairs be embarrassed for the want of the 
necessary means for conducting them with vigor and effect, I 
trust that this department of the G rament wiil be found to 
have done all that wasin its power toavert such evils, and will 
be acquittedof alt just blame on accountof them. 

JOHN TYLER. 


Wasuincton. March 25, 1842, 

And the realing having been conchided— 

Mr, PILLMORE rose and inquired of tne Speaker whether 
there was any project for a tariif accompany the commuuil- 
cation? 

‘The SPEAKER said no; all had been read, 
~ Mr, FILLMORE said ne supposed no debate could be permit- 
tecdat thistime, He hoped, therefore, that ihe communication 
would ba laid on the table and printed, 

Me. TURNEY move that 10,000 extra copied be printed. 

Mr. WISE moved that the communication be referred to the 
Commitweof the Whole the state of the Union, which was 
now considering the loan bill. 

Mr. EVERETT sabmiited to the Speaker that all the leave 
which the Uouse had ted was, that the communication 
should be read. The disposition of the paper was an other 
question 

The SPEAKER sail debate could not be ent 

Mr. S NROD inquired of the Speaker whether 
tion of reference could nat be disposed of now? 

he SPBAKER said it could be disposed of if debate did 
not arise 

Mr. STEENROD moved the previous question on the motion 
of Mr. Wiss to refer the communicaiion to the Committee of 
the Whole cn the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER said that motion would cut of the que 
reierence, 4 
Mr. STSENROD withdrew the demand {fur the previous 
uestion, 

Mr. WISE inquired of the Speaker if the motion to refer wok 
precedence of the mation to lay on the table. i 

The SPHARER : aud explained that the operation of 
the rules v 
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time members could have made up: their minds ag tothe appro« 
priate disposition. een eee j 

The suggestion was favorably received on alt sides, © 0° 2). 

„And the message was ordered to be printed, and. ita, farther: 
consideration was postponed until tomorrow, o o gee 

. The CHAIRMAN then resumed his seat.in committee, and 
Mr. MARSHALL proceeded in his remarks, as above given. 

When Mr. Marsnaut had concluded— > SERAT EEIE 

Mr. WISE said he intended to reply, both to. the gentleman; 
from Kentucky [Mr. MARSHALL} and to the chairman. of th 
Committee of Ways and Means; two. of the most: able. gens’ 
tlemen in the House he had got on his head; iwo Richmonds 
were in the field. He would begin with the fatter gentleman. 
ofthe two, the honorable chairman of the Committee of. Ways- 
and Means. That gentleman was onc of the most elojuent 
gentleman in the history of delay he had. ever. séen in this, 
House. He had given them the first and second edition, ‘one in . 
boards and, he would not say, the other in calf, of the history of 
the delay in this House; but he must say of the gentleman 
when.they brought him to action he was like another peculiar 
animal which has talons even longer than a tiger's, . Here 
they were with the rules of the House. requiring appropria-, 
tion bills to be reported in the first thirty days of the session, . 
and they had now nearly reached the Ist of April and he hack 
reported a bill to pay themselves, Why wasit that when the 
gentieman wasso eloquent on the history of delay, he should 
sodelay in action? He had been here and seen man after 
man at the head of the Committee of Ways and Means, he 
had watched gentlemen of all parties, he had seen a Polk,” 
noted for his industry, a Cambreleng, a Jones, but: greater: 
than all, according to his own account, was the present Income, 
bent of that immortal place. Hehaddone—what?. Why every 
time thathe couldhe-had moved to go into Committee: of the. 
Whole.to take up the bill! That was the sum total, The 
most industrious man ‘to start to do something he: had ever met. 
with in his life;.but as yet, out of four or five: months, be had 
consummated one bill, to pay himself, among others, his per 
diem. What washis excuse for this delay? He had stated.aa 
a fact that six men in this House had opposed. him—six ‘men 
who were the convenient butt of the jeers andjests of every 
witling in this House and out of it, when these six men, toge- 
ther with the Democratic party, could not equal that gentle. 
man’s party by some twenty votes. It was to be believed that 
these six Men were so potential, it must be, as his friend from 
Indiana (Mr. Prorszrr} had said the other day, that we six 
(said Mr. W.) are like a fippenny bit among so many cents. 
That gentleman had attacked them as he had attacked the 
Administration, calling them the “ peculiar friends” of the Ad- 
ministion at one moment, and at the next calling them tis 
gers who had stuck their talons into the very vitals of the Ad- 
ministration. . 

What was the cause of delay? Let them go back to the billa 
he had enumerated. The civil and diplomatic hill was made a 
vehicle ofa petty and contemptible tack on the Execivive 
printer friendly to the Administration~and for the sake 
of haste—despateh of appropriations—the arch ery. of 
more money! he friends of the Administretion, the 
gentleman had supprsed, were to stand by and see him 
abused. What next? ‘Phe gentleman brought inta this 
Tfouse a joan bill. What had the President of the United 
States said on this subject? He would quote from the message 
of the Bxecwive proper, (from which Mr. W3 read.) The y 
President, throngh bis Secretary, in a formal message, sanc- 
tioned by himselfand his Cabinet, had recommended an exten- 
sion ofthe loan at least totwelve years, and the pledge ofa dis- 
tinct revenne to the security of the payment ofthe principal and 
interest, ‘Lhe gentleman had said they delayed it by opposing 
clogs to the bill, He, himself, had added millstones to this 
bill, and then complained because they were attempted to ba 
removed by the friends of the Administration. The gentleman 
himself, he repeated, did not approve ofthe recommendation 
of Ure Secretary of the Treasury which he had brought into 
this House. -Butthe gendeman had said the friends of the Pre- 
sident voted against taking up this subject. He would give a 
specimen of the fairness of the chairman of the Committee of 
Waysand Meaus. That gentleman had attempted to play off, 
ashe (Mr, W.)thousht, a trick. When he rose, when the 
amendment, to the bill was introduced, and inquired whence it 
came, the gentleman chose net to reply. His speech afterwards 
showed the motive—the justifiable and generous motive—that 
prompted the gentleman to silence. ‘The gentleman had thought 
he woutd waitand let a friend of the Adminjstration strike in 
the ark. He (Mir. W.) was as well informed as the gentle- 
man whence that amendment came. He had learned it, not 
from the Executive, hui iwo members of that committee had 
informed him. Ifthe geneman had known any thing about 
finances—if he was fit to be at the heal of the ČConimittee of 
Ways aud Means—he must have knows t he (Mr. W.) and 

eryaman iu tne Hou cqnainted with the subject of finan- 

must repudiate the propes , come from quarter it 
bt, He waders‘ood the gentleman as confessing that he had 
troduced it on executives recommendation elene, 
E said if he had been understood as disapproy- 
ing of that recommendation, he had been misunderstood. He 
then and now believed that without it the bul would have been 
a perfect abortion. g 

Mr. WISE said this was the first time he had understood this. 
Tie had understood the gentleman then to say thatthe amend- 
ment was brought in merely on Executive recommendation. 
Ifit was otherwise, and the amendment was to be 1epudiated, 
let them remember the gentleman confessed he was as respon- 
sible for it as any body. 

On this point the Aaner had gone further, ard'asked what 
his (Mr. W's) vote was in committee, where the, vetes were nor 
recorded? The gentleman had moved inthe House the Fusper 
sion of the rules to take up the loan bill. What did the gentle- 
manadmit thereby? That, unless they did suspend the rules ie 
world he ont afsrder to set aside the appropriation pil} anoen e 
up the loan bill, When in the House, he had voted me the 
gentleman. After the House had refused to suspend the rules— 
after the gentleman himself had acknowledged, by the moe 
that it would not be in order to take up the bill, hey ale i i? 
committee, and the gentleman moved to lay aside the bill ae 
under consideration and take up the loan biil. The charman 
decided the motion cut of order; and then the gentler an ER 
to the tremendous organ in the handa of she majority—ihe 
power ofeppeal from the eecision ore chairman—to mak 

aiority GO thing le ds could do. What 
majority Go what nothing ` £ eaaa 
then, was required in comm The gentleman had reqmred 
bin, (Mr, W,) a judge of order, not only to set 


priation bill, but his own conscience, and to make a law to suit 
the occasion. n ; : 

Mr. FILLMORE said the gentleman.would do him the justice 
toway that he (Mr. Mr. F.) appealed-first to the Chair to kaow 
in what mode they could lay aside the bill to take up the loan 
bill, The Chair seemed to be in doubt, and he (Mr. F.Y then 
saidyin hopes uieremight be two-thirds: in favor of it, he would 
move to suspend the rules, withoutintimating whether they had 
the power by the rules to lay aside the one bill and take\up the 
other or ‘not. Some gentlemen thought they had the power, 
and some. thought otherwise, : 

Mr. WISE. Whatdid the gentleman himself say? He spoke 
not by word, but by action. = ` 

Mr. FILLMORE had just now stated what -he had said, viz. 
that hetook this as one mode of reaching a very important rule, 
and he did not know whether the other mode would be proper; 
and it having failed, he made the motion to take up the bill in 
committee, and the majority sustained him, 

Mr. WISE.. The majority sustained the gentleman against 

the law of order. By appeal from the decision of the Chairman, 
they had set up the will of the majority in. the place of two- 
thirds, and asked him te vote for it against the dictates of his 
conscience, he. would aay, if it was not out of order to talk about 
conscience. There were three things which excited a sneer 
whenever mentioned in this House. The first was conscience, 
because the President vetoed a bill from conscience; the second 
the Constitution; and the third per se, because the President had 
used these words, If it were not that these words had become 
ridiculous, he would make some comment on this course of 
gentlemen. They did not pretend to decide any thing in this 
House by rules of order, but gentlemen considered what mea- 
sures would be convenient for them; and 1f the decision of the 
Chairman interfered with their views, they set it aside to suit 
personal or party feelings, ason the appeal yesterday on his 
amendment, when 94 to 71 decided that in any torm they chose, 
in a Joan bill, they could not provide the ways and means for 
the security of the loan. 

This was the complaint of the gentleman, and no more. That 
he (Mr. W.) voted with the gentleman to suspend the rules; yet 
when they came into committee, and the gentleman violated his 
own construction of law, he (Mr. W.) could not violate his own 
tonscience, He must confess that conscience wasa little irou- 
blesome tc him yet. The very same remarks he had made on 
going into Committee of the Whole, to take up the bill, he had 
made on the amendment of the gentleman from Vermont, [Mr. 
Everert,) one of the oldest members of this House—one of the 
best, and one of the fairest; whom he had never known to violate 
the rules, Go, ye young Daniels, (said Mr. W.) who have lately 
axrogated to yourselves the power of Jegislation, and learn of 
him what is order, when you decide that the Committee of Ways 
and Means can bring in an amendment, and the Committee of 
the Whole cannot amend this amendment, 

He might go further back into the history of this delay than 
the gentleman from New York did. At the beginning of this 
session, instead of taking up the gentleman’s own bills, they had 
done what the gentleman (Mr. Maxwe.t of New York] charg- 
ad on this Louse, as read by the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr 
MARSHALL.) Instead of taking up the civilbill, the subject of 
the public defences, or some other of the important bilis, they 
had continued for more than fourteen days on the subject of 
cutting off a few pagesand messengers, ali the saving of which 
wonld not amount to one-halfur one-tenth of the cost of the dis- 
cussion. Who was to blame for that? Were the friends of the 
President? . 

He called on the country to witness, and he begged the gen- 
tleman to hear hia remark, that he never really thought the 
gentleman was an incompetent or ineflicient chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means. Far trom jt. He wanted to 
say that the chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
had played the stoth this session; an-l to prove it he would con- 
trast the course of the gentleman this segsion with his course 
at the extra session. ‘This was the first session of the Adminis- 
tration of John Tyler; but the extra session was the session of 
the Administration, de bonis non, ef Harrison. What had 
they then seen? They were early in Committee ofthe Whole, 
and late to sit. The one-hour rule was in force; every thing 
was to be done under supreme order, by a trained band, regu- 
Jarly drilled to obey the movements of the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means. If the gentleman had not 
shown, at the called session, what he could do, a stranger to him 
‘would suppoae, from his movements this session, that he was 
a heavy, inert, Conestoga of a chairman. Let him not tell the 
country that he cannot move quickly if he will. Ifhe chose to 
way that they would sit this bi!l out to-night, the majority would 
doit. If ha wanted them to vote, they would vote. He had 
proved that he could do these things. ‘The country would not 
believe him when he said he could not get his bills along. 

He (Mr. W.) would tell the country what was the meaning 
of this. It had been determined, he was convinced, by one of 
sager-counsel than the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, that nothing should be done, Atthis moment, whilst 
the county was sending up to this House one weeping wail, 
imploring them for the people’s sake, for the country’s sake, 
for God’s sake, to do something for the country, their business 
was dragged, delayed, and clogged, and they were prevented 
from doing any thing for the good of the country. The world 
would judge whether the responsibility rested with the majority 
or minority—with the Whig party or with the Democratic 
party; and certainly the six “peculiar” friends of the Admi- 
nistration in this House would be absolved from all responsi- 
bility. 

The Hall being at this time so dark that the members could 
not see each other a few yards distance— 

Mr. WISE said, ashe wished to continue this discussion at 
length, to test the sense of the Committee, he would move that 
the Committee rise. 

{Cries of “Tellers, Tellers.’} 

The question was taken by tellers, and the vote stood—ayes 
50. noes 36, na quorum. 

The committee rose and reported that fact tothe House, 

After a brief conversation on a point of order— 

Mr, RAYNER moved a call of the House. 

Mr. TURNEY moved that the House adjourn. 

On which motion the yeas and nays were asked. 

The yeas and nays were ordered on the motion to adjourn, 
and being taken resulted thus-—yeas 63, nays 57. 

“And the House adjourned. 


— 


Hon. Mr. LAWRENCE of Pennsylvania, whohas teen absent 
for some time at his home by reason of severe affiction in his 
family, resumed hig seat in ihe House to day. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
SATURDAY, March 26, 1842. 

- Mr. THOMPSON of Kentucky moved that the House take 
up the bill to extend the time for selling the land granted to the 
incorporated Kentucky Asylum for teaching the deaf and 
dumb, and concur in aSenateamendment to the same. The 
motion was agreed to, and the amendment was concurred in. 

Mr. FILLMORE then said he understood there were some 
Executive communications on the table, one of which related 
to the bill under consideration; (the loan bill.) He hoped, there- 
fore, such communication would be read. 

The Cusrx accordingly read a communication from the Se- 
cretary ofthe Treasury, accompanied by extensive statements 
of the issues of Treasury notes, correcting an error in the re- 
post upon the state of the Treasury, made to the President on 
the 7th instant. and which was. communicated to the House 
with his late message respecting the issue’ and redemption of 
Treasury notes. The Secretary states in this communication 
that the error wes one of a clerk, who tock for granted 
that all the Treasury notes issued in the months of March, 
April, and May, 1841, and which bear a less interest than six 
per cent. had been long since redeemed, and did not think itne- 
cesary to notice them at all; but limiting his inquiries to the 
issues of six per cent. notes, obtained from the ehief clerk in the 
office of the Treasurer, a statement dated on the 7th instant, 
showing the amount of such issues in the months referred to. 
It appeared, however, upon a more careful research, that the 
statement from the Treasurers office was itself incorrect in 
omitting an issue of $448,527 46 ofsix per cent. notes; which, al- 
though actually made in June, was, in pursuance ofa Treasury 
regulation, entered upon the books of the Treasury as of the 
month of May preceding. The discovery of this error induced 
amore careful examination in the office ofthe First Comptrol- 
ler, the First Auditor, the Register of the Treasury, and Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office, with a view to asceriain, 
as far as the records of those offices would enable it to be done, 
the amount of notes actually redeemed. The statement from 
the offices show that of the sum of $4,068,085 80, issued as per 
the Treasucer’s report in March, April, and May, 1841, the 
amount redeemed is $1,056,736 39, leaving a balance outstand- 
ing of $3,011,309 42, which exceeds the estimate of notes out- 
standing, as mentioned in the Secretary’s report, by the sum of 
$1,546,309 42, From this sum the Secretary saysa deduction 
must be made for the notes remaining in the custom-houses and 
land offices, which have not been returned to the Treasury, the 
amount of which, however, is not supposed to be large. 

This communication was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, having in charge the loan bill, 
and was ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER then presented the following communica- 
tions, 

Astatement of the expenditures on account of the national 
armories, and of the number of arms manufactured and re- 
paired there during the year ending September 30, 1941, 

A letter from the Secretary of War, in answer to the resolu. 
tion of the House of the 7th ultimo, requiring the heads of De- 

artments to report whether the law of Congress directing the 
job printing, stationery and binding for the Departments re- 
spectively to be furnished by contract, after proposals shall 
have been ailvertised in the public prints, had been executed, 
and sundry other particulars relating to the printing of the De- 
partments. : 

Algo, a letter from the Secretary of the Navy, in answer to 
an inquiry of the 16th inst. 

A leiter from the Postmaster General, in answer to a resolu- 
tion of the Louse inquiring whether any provision by law was 
necessary to secure the Post Office Department from loss aris. 
ing from the transmission of letters by private persons coast. 
wise from one part of the United States to another. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Navy. transmitting a copy 
of the report of Lieut. James Glynn, of his survey of Sape’o 
harbor, ia the State of Georgia. with a chart of the same, m 
compliance with a resolution of the House of the lst inst. 

Mr, BARNARD moved that the Committee on the Judiciary 
be discharged from the further consideration of the resolution 
directing an inquiry whether any measures were necessary to 
prevent interference or competition by foreign steamers with 
the revenue laws of the United States. The motion was agreed 
to, and the resolution was referred iv the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. WISE then asked if it wae in order to move to go into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, for the pur- 
pose of taking up the loan bill ? 

Mr, JONES of Maryland desired permission to caJl up some 
Dill the title of which was not distinctly heard, 

Mr. MORGAN said he should object to any thing that was 
out of order. 

Mr. FILLMORE said it was evident, if they proceeded irre- 
guiarly that they should done business, and therefore, ta test 
the sense of the House, he moved that the House go into Com. 
mittee of the Whofe on the state of the Union. If that were 
not agreed to, the next order of business would be to take up 
reports from committees for an hour, and then proceed with the 
consideration of the bills on the private calendar. 

Mr. MATHIOT moved that the House proceed with the pri- 
vate calendar. 

Mr. FILLMORE called for the ayes and noes on the motion, 
but they were not ordered. 

Tetlers were then called for, and Mr. WELLER and Mr. 
BoarDMAN were appointed. The tellers reported 3 in theaf- 
firmative, and 50 in the negative. 

The House then went into Committee of the Whole on the 
state ofthe Union, Mr. Warp in the chair, and took up the 
lean bill. 

Mr. WISE resumed the debate from yesterday, when he was 
Interrupted by a motion torise and report progress. 

Ife said yesterday when he moved that the committee rise, a 
cloud of night had passed over this dome, and he really ti: 
that night had come, or he would not have made the m: 
did. There was a storm raging without doors as well as w 
and, like Ajax of old, all that he wanted was jigkt—nothing 
more; and not only the light of day, but light on the subject be- 
fore the committee. 


When the committee rose yesterday, he was inquiring the 
object and the motive of the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, and the party with which he acted, in doing 
nothing at this session, Ile asked the question last night, and 
he repeated it again to-day, Why was there a contrast between 
the course of the geneman [Mr, FILLMORE] at the called ses- 
sionand at this, in the expedition and despatch of business? 
Why was it that they saw that gentleman at this session holding 


with the hounds and running with the hare? Why was it in an- 
other form that they heard the gentleman mingling the ery of 
“haste, haste” with the words “honor,” and “credit,” and “in. 
terests of the Government?’ And yet around the neck of every 
biil which he presented to this House hetied a millstone. Why 
was this course pursued? What object could there be in this 
policy of do-nothing at this long, tedious session? This was.an 
important topic, and an important subject. What was the mo- 
tive for this delay? “He who runs:may read’? the whole po- 


| licy, and the whole design of the party in this delay. But ke 


asked if it was determined that John Tyler, at all events, shall 
be “headed”? in his attempt to do something for a suffer- 
ing country? They had the problem of finance to sclve; 
they had the question of the currency to settle, and the 
difficulties of the Government to’ overcome; they had 
preparations to make for the public defence; they had a 
measurable amount of relief to vote to the country, and 
the man who, by his, wisdom and firmness at this time, shall 
bring order out of chaos, and prosperity out of depression, wiil 
deserve a monument of gratitude trom this country. The 
true old rule aslaid down by Horace, literally translated, was, 
the intercession of the gods is never to be invoked, but to over- 
come dificuities worthy of being solved by the gods. The dif- 
ficulties and distresses and the en:barrassments of the country 
at this time, he had almost said, and he hoped he would not im- 
piously have said it, are worthy of solution bya Deity. It had 
been his opinion for a long time that the wisdom of man was 
not to relieve the country; but that time and Divine Provi- 
dence alone could save our interestsfrom utter ruin, Certainly 
if those difficulticsand embarrasgsments were not worthy of the 
gods, they were worthy ofthe highest and noblest of men, be he 
whohe may, The gentemen opposite, instead of pursuing 
Horace’s golden rule, and reserving those difficulties for Deity 
tosolve, were reserving them for some poor feeble man. Yes, 
one who has now another sobrequet—“a particular chieftain’? — 
as given to him in the course of the debate yesterday. So they 
were to have all the distresses, all the embarrassments of the 
country postponed uctil they had had anosher trial before the 
people, to see whether “the particular chieftain” could not have 
the opportunity of obtaining the credit of a triumph and vic. 
tory over these distresses. Was this the policy of the gentle. 
men? Ifthey admitted it, and their conduct would seem to in. 
dicate it, he had another question to ask, and if not of them, he 
asked of his constituents and of the people at large, 
of all parties-and it was a solemn and pertinent 
question—what was to become of our poor country, whilst po- 
liticians were playing this game? Debt, derangement, “con. 
fusion worst confounded” was to reign, and bankrupicy, both 
national and individual, was to destroy and wreck ali around— 
the currency was to remain in disorder, and the creditor as 
well as the debtor was to be ruined, that they might wait for 
the opportunity for a “particular chieftain” to untie the knot. 
Were gentlemen so lostto all sense of patriotism as to attempt 
to deprive the present incumbent of the Presidential chair of 
the honor and credit of serving the country—it was the only 
honor and credit he asked, or that his friends asked for him; 
when, they must recollect, their country and their constituents 
were to be the sufferers by this policy? Was it true that these 
gentlemen were not willing that either God or man should save 
the country from its present embarrassments, unless ihat man 
be their man? Was that the solution of this procrastination? 
Politicians of Washington were none too good for this suicidal 
policy. it was doing violence to no politician’s nature to pre- 
sume this calculation had entered into the motives of men and 
guided their actions. Would not relielf be relief, no matter 
whence it came? Wasit true of relief, as it was of the pool of 
Bethesda, that the waters shall have no virtue, unless the angel 
descends to trouble them? What mattered it to the con- 
stituents of those gentlemen or his own, from whose 
head or whose heart wise, sagacious,. patriotic, and 
beneficial measures proceed? Did they care one jotor one tittle 
whether such measures eame from Jolin Tyler, or “Harry of the 
West,” orany other man? Would relief with the restoration of 
prosperity be any the less a blessing, because it comes from one 
man instead of another? Was any one man sé near our heart 
in this country that bis sanction shall sweeten our blessings 
more than the sanction of another? He was induced to make 
these remarks by the course that had been pursucd here in 
connection with the course pursued elsewhere; and he asked 
gentlemen if they had not heard the murmuring rise, in 
doorsand out of doors, that there was a class of politicians who 
avow that they would prefer defeat, disgust, derangement, debt, 
defenceless condition, doubt, despair, and ruin under a pariicu- 
lav chieftain, sooner than triumph, order, credit, defence, pros- 
perity, under any other. 


Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS rose and proposed some question to 
the gentleman from Virginia which was net heard atthe Re- 
porter’s desk. 


Mr. WISE continued. Ifthe gentieman would keep easy— 
if he wonld havea Jittle patience and allow hiin (Mr, Wiss) to 
get on according to his own plan and in bis own way,‘he should 
be gralified. He had no doubt that his friend {Mr. C. H, Win. 
Liams] would not sacrifice his patriotism to any man. Butta 
reiuin: for aught he knew, the policy which hé had deserited 
might not only be the policy of the “particular chieftain,” but 

might be te policy of the leaders on both sides. There wag 
howevera difference, a marked difference between the leaders 
of the Democratic party and of the Congressional Whig ma- 
jority there, and in both Houses of Congress-—-the Democrats 
Were not answerable for this delay, however much they might 
desire it. The “particular chieftaiu’s” majority in both branches 
of Congress weuld be held responsible for it to the country at 
large, and for that a minority could not be held responsible, 
though their motives might be as bad. He had felt it his duty 
to call attention io these motives, end barely, in passing, to 
show the people that there was an object in the delay. Ne now 
came back to notice the remarks of the gentleman who bad 
preceded him indebate, and more particularly the remarks of 
the chairman of the Committee ef Ways and Means, That 
gentleman was a gentleman of tact—of considerable tact. ‘The 
honorable gentleman then recapitulated some remarks made in 
the course of yesterday’s debate, respecting the course pursued 
towards (ke measure proposed by the Secretary of the Treasu- 
ry, by the chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, and 
the language attributed to that gentleman, [Mr. FILLMORE ] 
wherein he accused the gentleman from Virginia (Mr, Wise) of 
having, tiger like, grappled the Secretary of the Treasury in his 
talons. The gentleman from New York [Mr. Firumorz] had 
also said that he, (Mr. Wise) shonld not skulk behind the Se- 
cretary ofthe Treasury. Now, he had to remark that there was 
something incongruous in the charge, The gendeman from 


niai 
New York made him first attack, and next skulk behind the 
Secretary, hisown adversary. A manthatskulked was a coward, 
and no coward yet came so near as to skulk behind his adversary. 
The truth was, “the tiger” had compelied the “Buffalo” gen- 
tleman toskulk behind the Secretary. He said “Ruffalo” ge 
tleman, because the Chairman of the Committee of Ways 

Means represented the Buffalo interest. Now there were gen- 
tlemen there who were everlasting?y reiterating the declaration 
that they would be governed by.no Executive measures, Let a 
good Executive measure come to this House, and it would 
never see the light of day, if some gentlemen could help it. 
They would strut. most largely, and say they would not lay 
down their opinions at the footstool of Executive power; but let 
the Secretary commit a faus pas, and send in a measure to the 
committee by which the stocks would he given over to stock- 
jobbers and shavers, and the gentleman would come in and 
propose it as an Executive recommendation; and when told that 
no friend of the Executive would bring in or support such a 
measure, they were told that they were hooking like tigers on 
their own friends, Busi: was the chairman of the Committce 
of Ways and Means that was skulking behind the Secretary of 
the Treasury; and what position did he take? He tauated him 
Mr Wise) with the assertion that. the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury was an Executive organ! And this was said by the organ 
of the Whig party—the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways jand Means of the Whig party~—the majority party, 
who in 1833-4, on the removel of the deposites, held, es a pro- 
minent article in the cataloguovof tieir faith, thar the Secretary 
of the Treasury wa3 a legislative and not an executive officer. 
Though appointed by the President, he did not report to the 
President, but to Congress, to whom he was 1esporsidle; and 
when Mr, Secretary Forward, who he believed to be au able 
and an honest man, made his reportto the body to which he 
was responsible, through the Committee of Ways and Means, 
he (Mr. Wise) expressed his dissent and disap probation, and it 
was plain and obvious, since-the President’s message had come 
in to the House yesterday, that Mr. Secretary Forward was not 
an executive organ in that message. Mr, Secretary Forward 
very properly sentin his own repert to the committee on his 
ownresponsibility to the legislative department, and he (Mr. 
Wise) approved of the mode in which the report was sent, 
though he might not approve of the report itself. i 

He now came to another gentleman, (Mr. MARSHALL] who 
was afoeman fully as worthy of his steel or of any oi 
The honorable gentleman read extracts irom a newspaper re- 

ort ofthe speech of the gentleman from Kentucky, on wh 
e made a running commentary, His attention was first di- 
rected to the preposition to empower ilie Secretary of the Trea- 
sury to purchase the stock whenever it sank below par, of 
which he spoke approvingly and iilustrated by a familiar ex- 
ample, to show that it would keep the stocks always at pa 

He then showed the greater value and importance of pledg 
ing the public Jands than the accruing revenue from imports, 
which was inadequate for the current expenses of the Govern. 
ment. He alluded to the oid continental money issued in 1776, 
of which there were piles in his Qistrict that had never been 
redeemed, although the Government had been three, yea, ten 
times able to pay 1, andagreed with the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky that the credit of a nation was more important than the 
credit of an individual, fora Government could not be coerced 
to redeem its obligations. . 

Having disposed of this branch of the subject, he came to the 
matters and things ia general which the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky had touched upon, and especially to the declaration that 
there was an attempt making, as well in as out of the House, to 
throw the responsibility on Congress, and to impress the public 
mind thatall the difficulties’ were 10 be ascribed to the Whigs 
proper. They were represented as legislating in hostility to 
one or the other of some distinguished individuals, and on the 
views of a “particular chieflain,” butin wis he thought the 
gentleman from Kentucky had madea most egregious mistake 

There was one mistake which the friends of that particular 
chieftain had heen making all along. ‘They supposed that ba, 
cause there was not a majority here to support Cupiain Tyler 
that there v t majority to support that particular chisf ai 
But that wasa grea: mistake, and they would be undece 
fore long, “Tie fate of the present Presid wh 
wouldin the destinies of mei; a 
could dono more than submit hi 
decided on as the majority th nt proper. 
might be his fate, he (Mr. W.) u rtook to say that ther 
not a majority either in that House or out of it, in favor of his fu- 
ture aspiratio > Democratic party out of the 
question, he would z110 go before the Whig party 
either for the election or the nomination to-morrow, and | 
chieftain would not be ch If there was any thing to give 
that particular chiefiain s gih, it was the fact that nobody 
believed he had any, though he believed that he had enough to 
givea great deal of rouble. There was another remark of his 
friend from Kentucky which he would biiefly notice: it was 
this: 

“There seems to be an effort now making, simultaneously, as 
well in this (fouse as out of it. to throw all responsibility on the 
present majority in Congress, and to impress the pubhke mind 
with the ideathat all the difficulty, and confusion, and del 
and faction whi prevail licre are to be ascribed to the Wh} 
party proper in this Louse ng a controlling majori 
here. They ar e j 
ofthe high tr 
hostility to one or another 2 
view to promote the ambitious views of a par’ 
chieftain. ‘Phatis the ct ado here, and t 


was 


House, or censu 
him witness that 
tempt W 
andthe F 
upon itin the public p 
with it, and contends 
ways been his 
branch of the leg 
witness, that, at the be. 
first dawning of an attea i 
it, and the first to denounce such an attempt While he said 
this, and th. had as much of the esprit du corps as any 
one, erd as strong ahatred of Executive usurpation, and while 
he would go as fer as any one to defend tne cons:itntional pow- 
ers of the House, yet, with regard to the facts alluded to ia the 
New York meeting, to which the gentleman referred, he was 
gompelled to confess that they were true. Were they not, like 


, er when arta 
he had ajwe 


powers. 
ity of t 
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beir him 
ion, he resisted the 
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_ W.) in his opp 


every-other Cepartment of the Government, responsible to the 

sople for their acis? responsible for their delays? for their sins 
of omission as well as commission? Had not the people a right 
to examine into their conduct? The people had so examined, 
and had found that instead of taking up and passing the Loan 
bill, they had beer, as the New York meeting stated, discussing 
the salaries of the gers. om 
Kentucky was ol) t this was true, and be must 
also admit that the majority was responsible for it. But he 
would ask the honorable gentleman from Kentucky what would 
the people of New York say with regard to what had taken 
place yesterday and to-day? Whatwas the House doing yes- 
terday? What was it doing now? ‘fhe honorable gentleman 
was commenting on a stump speech instead cf discussing the 
loan bill; and at the next meeting in New York, Mr. MAXWELL, 
or some other gentleman, will say thatthe gentleman from Ken 
tucky, while denying the charge, that the House was idly con- 
suming time--was dchailng a stump speech instead of debating 
the Joan bill. 

There was another charge in the 
must notice. The gentleman said: 

‘Now, in regard to this particular measure of the loan bill, 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means gave us so 
full, exact, and clear an account of the successives‘eps taken Uy 
that committee in preparing, introducing, and urging it forward 
in the ifouse—of its origin with the Treasury Vepartment—of 
the eager haste of the committee to expedite its progress, and 
of the manverin which the peculiar friends and organs of the 
Executive hung themscives jike millstones to impede its pro: 
gress; how they have throwm every conceivable impedi- 
ment which ingenuity and iong experience in the tactics 
OF legislation could suggest; that It is needless for me to follow 

im 20 

Now he would submit it to the honorable gentleman himself 
whether it became him to concur with. (he chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Meens. in denouncing the peculiar 
friends of the President for hanging themselves like mill stones, 
round the loan bilito impede its progress. Who first opposed 
the amendment, when it first came up, and expressed his warm 
dissent? Why, his friend frem Kentucky, who in a few wards 
said he must vote 2 t the billif ic contained that clause, 
He himself (Mr. W.) ro tthe seme time, and expressed his 
dissent to t ivi He asked the cha com: 
his object was to test the chair 
welluware at the time that it 
wy Department. The gentteman, in the 
made, Uroughtthat he had quizzed him, 
(Mr. W.) but was qaizazed bimself. Who was the nrd that 
rose and declared t iy to the measure? Could it have 
been the gentleman who now approvisall that was said by the 
chairman of the Comniintee of Ways and Means? Yet it was; 
and, in the language of Nathan to David, he could now 
say to the gentleman, “ Thou art the mas.” He denounced 
the measure for ihe same reasen that governed him Mr. 
it. He denounced that measure as 
e Committ e 
of Wa eanas, and efloct would 
be to siamp a counterfeu aud di sof the Go. 
vernmoent atthe very mornent of issuing them. The world 
therefore judge who was morejustly chargeable with having do- 
layed this bijl, the chairman of the Conimidee af Ways and 
Means and the gen an from Kentucky, wich the immense 
majority with them on that floor, or he and bis friends, who 
siood there without power and without influence, The genile- 
man frorn Keatneky said: 

“Por onc, E deny berein my place, and F refer to alk my 
past history to in me in the assertion, diet I do ut 
here or ehewl liar enemy of the Pr 
the United admit that I have b: 
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Mr, MORGAN fered a resolation, which was read for in- 
formation—that herealter no member shall speak more than 
one hvur at any one time, nor should any change of the ques 


non authorize-him (o-speak’ more than once on the: same: 
bill. E : as 
mr PROFFIT objected to the reception of.the resolutión 
when— 
Mr. MORGAN moved a suspension of the rules. 
Mr. WELLER moved that the House adjourn. ; E 
Mr. FILLMORE called for ihe yeas`and nayson thé mos 
tion, Which being ordered and taken, resulted in yeas 87; 
naya 48. sae ee 
So the [louse adjourned, 


TN SENATE. 
Monpay, March 28; 1242, - : $ 

Mr. PRENTISS presented a memorial from Windsor coure 
ty, Vermont, in favor ofa protective taif: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Manufactures. ek : x 

Mr. EVANS presented a memorial fram certain rope makers 
and dealers in manufactured cordage for the navy, inthe city 
of New York, in favor of protection to these articles: referred 
to the Committee on Manufactures. 

Also, a memorial from the State of Maine, praying that. the 
ports of the United States may be closed against British vessels 
trading fromthe British colonies with the United Siates: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. __ z 

Mr. MILLER presented a memorial from certain manufac- 
ture:s of window glass in the State of New Jersey, asking such 
arate of duiesas would give protection against foreign com- 
petition, and pointing out such a rate as existed before the kist 
December, 1641. 

Ajso, presented a memorial from Passaic county, New Jer- 
sey, asking a revision of the taviff, with a view to protection to 
domestic manufactures: referred to the Committee on Many- 
factures, E : ` 

Mr. LINN presented a memorial from the town-of Washing. 
ton, inthe Oregon Territory, asking that Congress wall grant 
and confirm to them the landson which they have settled, esti. 
mated at four leagues square, for the establishment òf a mili- 
tary post, or some kind of territorial government ai or near their 
place, to protect them from the oppression and insults of the 
on Bay Company: iaid on the table. E 
n LINN presented a petition from 160 citizens of Missouri, 
requesting the settlement of the Oregon Territory, for the tol- 
lowing reasons; 

. On account of the apprehended danger of Great Britain 
wrestirg it from the United Siates, unless occupied by ciugens 
of the United States. 2d. They consider the ownership and ins 
habitation of ibat country of the highest irportance to Ameri- 
can commerce, especially thaton the Pacific ocean, 3d. It will 
furnish a new home and a new fiela for the enterprising emi- 
grant. dh. K wiil notonly add fo the strength and glory of the 
American people, but will furnish homes for millions of intelli- 
gent and happy cidzens: Sih. Many of them desire to remove 
these » ith their families. provided the Government will extend 
tothem a parental band. To ensure thesetilement of ir, they pray 
for the passage of a law containing the following stipulations on 
the part of t e Government to the settlers, Ist. Toata military 
pest he placed in the Terrtiory adequate ty cefend the settlers 
from the British and Indiaus; 24. 'i bat Government give to 
cach seiler, being the head ofa family, who shall actually re> 
side on the land donates one year, and in the cerrifory five con. 
secutive years next succeeding such settlement, 610 acres of 
lanis SERVIER presented the memarial of Richard Prior and 
yprayieg fer a modification .of the pre empiion laws, 
S suid hese memorrdists are large planters onthe south 
sida of the fear reside ar a place called Spring 
Ei}: referred 10 the Cocansittee on Public Lands, 
Mi. PALLMADGE presented a memorial from Albion, in 
the county of Orleans, Xew York, reiaave toa reform on news. 
paper and ictrer postege, The memcerialists ask the abeticion 
of the franking privilege, or its modiscations pray that the Go- 
yernment will pay the postage on leiters of its regulat fune- 
tionaries, with a view that the postage on letters be gr 
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: Mr. YOUNG said that at-the extra session he presented a peti- 
tion from Uriah Brown, upon the subject of the invention by him 
ofan inextinzuishable fire. He again presented a petition on the 
subject, asking: that Congress would consider the propriety 
of introducing it iato the steamers constructing by the Govern- 
ment as an additional mode of defence. Mr. ¥. remarked that 
the petitioner alleges that this inextinguishable fire can be so 
controlled asto totally destroy an enemy’s ship without the 
Jeast danger to.our own vesseis: referred to the Cornmittee on 
Naval Affairs. ` ; 

Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on Pensions,to which 
had been referred several bills irom the Nouse, reported back 
withoutamendment the following bills, viz: - 

An act for therelief of Huldah Farlow; 

An actin favotof Eilen Turney; 

An act for the relief of Clarissa Turnéy; 

And reported back without amendmen. the act for the relif of 
Esther Parrott, with a special report in favor of its passage; 
which report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SMITE presented a petition from Randolph county, In- 
diana, remonsirating against the annexation of, Texas to the 
United States: ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. 8. also, from the Committee on Public Lands, to which 
had been referred the petition of Robert P Currin, praying in- 
‘demnity for a violation of his rights, by depriving him ofan Jn- 
dian reservation, made an adverse reporton the Subject; which 
was ordered to lie on the iable, and be printed, 


The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Senate acom-. 


munication from the Navy Department, made io compliance 
with the resolution of the Senate of the 17th inst. giving infor- 
mation relative to the war steamers to be built on Lake Erie: 
laid.on the table, and ordered to be printed, 

Also laid before the Senate a communication from the Navy 
Department, made in compliance with a resulution of the Se- 
nate of the 24th inst. calling for information whether any office 
in that Department could be advantageously abolished, ‘The 
Secretary replied that the service of ‘no officer in that Depart- 
ment can be dispensed with. He states thara new organiza- 
tion of that Department, and different arrangement, is impe- 
viously required, and thata bill for that purpose is in prepara- 
tion by a committee of the House of Represeniatives. ‘Phe biil 
calls for much additional labor, and is absolutely necessary for 
adue efficiency of the Depariment: ordered to be laid on the 
table. j 

Mr. WOODBURY presenied a memorial from the members 
of the bar and other gitizensof New Hampshire, praying that 
the salary of the District Judge might be increased in conec- 
quence of alditional duties imposed by the bankrupt law: re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

„Mr. KING submited a resolution, which was read as fellows, 
viz: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be request- 
ed to cause to be communicated to the Senate if, fn his opinion, 
itbo not incompatible with tho public interest, copies of the 
correspondence which may have tak n place between this Go- 
verament or ia diplomatic agents and the Government ef 
Mexico, not previously communicated; and also copies of such 
jnstructions a8 may have been given to our diplomatic repen: 
sentative at Mexico, : 

Mr. KING observeit that he was desirous that it shouid he 
clearly understood what course ought to be adopted by this 
country for the protection of its ciuzers. Aad he had another 
object in view in offering this resolution: Our minister resident 
in Mexico had been assailed, in the moat violent terms, in the 
public newspapers: but although thus assailed, by charges 
which were calculated to do him an injury in the estimation 
of the country, he believed that the condact ofthat gentleman 
if viewed in ittrue ght, would meet the approbation of every 
individual in the country, and he desired, as an act of justice te 
him, that this correspundence should be obtained, ` He (Mr. 
Kiwa) was very destvons of knowing whether a (gether delay 
was lo take phice before they proceeded to vo that whieh, in! 
ly, ta adopt 
naelvee, i 
their relations with forern powers? [fe had come tothe con- 
clasion that unlessother measures be adopted to obtain redress 
from Mexico, Ure è which have been pursued, we wou'd 
l for the insults and injuries inflicted on our 
country ant cluzens. 

Mr. PRESTON said he per 
tor from Alabama in the view which he took ¢ 
which had actuated him in submiiting Hiis res 
was satisfied thatthe condition of things bets 
and Mexico, considered in an international poi 
also as reg 
spection and  iuvestigation 
No one who hat seen the statements which 
appeared in the public prints, and which were contin 
reaching their cars through other sources, but must be sens e 
that great injustice had been done to their Mexican Minister, 
He (Mr. Preston) would not, fora moment, admit the suppo- 
sition that that high functionar 14 have submitted, as it 
was represeniad, to a marked a n, mode by the Mexican 
Government beween a subject of Great Brirai da citizen 
of this count Jf itw rus chat the J gent had free 
access to th i monarchy, or 


g 


tly concur 


the subject, and 
Nation. And he 
n this country 
tof view, avd 


rded our resident minister, both equally demand in. 
on the part of Congress, 
had 


and our citizens, 
even by 
the other; 
a due 
to 


amit 


epi 
injured h contrary, th 
statements were Unfounded, as he t they were, it was due 
to that functiona hat his character should be exculpated. It 
was aiso de sitould know if the newspaper 
statements w he conduet of the Mexican Govern- 
ment toward tions, were true or) whkeher her 
treaties were ail to D perseded, or, to use a word 
which had become of late; repudiated, ex 
cept those with Cr and i s known to 
Senate that a iibe 
Government in her n 
mission had been in 
vernment upon the Guvernme 
revolutionary condition ia which tf 
long time pust. Although chat cer 
the most forbearing spt 
ed consistently with the interest of this country, y 
rumored that the result of their investigation was 


volved in the general system of repudiation. Hew 


isted for a 
acted with 
i be adopt- 
tit was now 
bout to bein- 
ould not say 


i 
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that these things were true, but il they were,it was desirable 
that the fact should be distinctly known. And there was ano- 
ther circumstance which rendered it desirable that the Mexi- 
san policy should be fuily known, andit arose from the anxiety 
and solicitude which was felt by this country with regard to a 
sister Republic, which, within a few years past, had, as was 
supposed on all hands, acqpired to herself independence; but 
that independence, althoveh recognised by various European 
nations, as well as by this country, if the rumors he had al- 
luded to were to be believed, was denied by Mexico. This might 
be correct; it might by possibility be true that Mexico pos- 
sessed a residuary right to claim the territory constituting the 
new republic, butit was a question which was worthy of their 
consideration how far she could be justified in asserting that 
right, after the lapse of more than six years, and after the re- 
cognition of Texas as an independent country by tbe various 
powers of. Europe and by the United States: whether there be 
any peried at which a revolted colony may be supposed to have 
attained her independence by the acquiescence of the parent 
country, or whether there may be a residuary right which can- 
not he extinguished -by the lapseoftime. He (Mr. Preston) 
desired to be understood as making no assertion whatever in re- 
gard to this question. He merely alluded to it as being a ques- 
thon which would undoubtedly occupy some attention. 

As to the proposition of the honorable Senator, he begged 
merely to say thatdespatches had been recently received from 
Mexico, and they had been forwarded, he understoad, with ex- 
traordinary expedition, and that those despatches were very vo- 
luminous. It might be that a sudden callot this kind would put 
the Depariment to some inconvenience, And he thought, there- 
fore, it would be as well to allow the information to be commu- 
nicated, as it undovbtedly would be, without any unnece: sary 
delay, and without the intervention of a direct and mandatory 
application. It might not be amiss also to mention that the 
new minister despatched to Mexico had not yet left 
the country, but was probably awaiting instructions from 
the Executive, Under the new state of things which had recently 
arisen, Under these circumsiances, and with the ful! expecta- 
tion that they would receive, at the earliest moment, from the 
Executive, all desirable information upon the subject, he 
would submit to his honorable friend the consideration wheiber 
it would not ‘he advisable to permit the matter to remain for 
the present as it stood and allow the resolution to lie upon the 
table, 

Mr. KING expressed his willingness to accede to the propo- 
sition, and 5 

Mr. SEVIER then rose and said he congratulated the Senate 
upon the prospect which presented itseif, that they were at 
lengh arriving at something like self-respect, Ie hoped 
the resolution would pass, and that it would be shown 
not only by words, but by action also, that the honor of 
this country woukt be maintained. She only regret be 
felt was, that this sensitiveness had pot been scone felt; 
but he rejoiced that it had manifested itself even at this late 
date, 

Instead of placing themselves in a hostile attitude when a con- 
temptible power had encroached upon their rights, Le would 
have rejoiced to see the same attitude assumed with regard to 
a more tormidable, and, if possible, a mere tyrannical and pre- 
suming power, which had had the audacity to seize upon our 
citizens, and convey them away into banishment. for alleged 
crimes; to seize upon the property of others, and refuse the 
restitution of that property; a power which claims, and will 
endeavor to maintain, a large portion of our Northeastern ter- 
ritory; and they were still (amely negotiating, submitting to in: 
jury and efivont, without a voice being raised to assert their 
country’sdignity and honor. Tastead of going immediately 
to war,as would become the honor of this issulted nation, 
upon seeing her citizens dragged away into slavery, the Senator 
from New York, he believed, had presented several petitions, 
praying that her Majesty, the Queen of Great Britain, be soli- 
cited to grant a pardon to those captives in Van Dieman's 
Land. In regard to the present case, he would take upon 
him to say, that our Minister had performed his duty; that 
he had obeyed his instructions ta the very letter. This he would 
fearlessly assert, from his knowledge of the individual; but if, 
upon obtaining the corresponderce, it should be found that 
ad deferred fora single hour the imperative demand for the 
se of the American people who had been captured by the 
Mexteans, he would say that he had acted altogether unjastifi- 
ably; and he would onty add that he jed the resolution would 

ani (hat suitableactien would succeed fo jt, not only in re- 
lation to casa, but to others in which other nations were ac- 
tors Tfe thought it wastime that these long standing accounts 
shoul! be settled in some ¥ and that there might be an end 
toihese constant and unsa ctory negotiations, and no more 
would be heard upon the subject, unless it e the expression 
of an intention to carry mto effect the threatened chastisement 
which these aggressions demanded. 

The resolwion was laid over for the present. 

Xr. BENTON submited the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to inform the Senate what quantity of public lands 
were surveyed and prepared for the market at and after the 
4th day of March, 1841, and not brought into market daring 
ibai year; and also what quantity of public lands have been 
aered forsale to be brought into market during the present 


year; also what quantity Gf public lands are now prepared for 
market and are not oflered for sale; and also what quantity of 


public lands are expected to be surveyed and be prepared for 
saie during the present year, 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana desired that the resolution te permit- 
ted to Jie on the table till to morrow; which was acquiesced in 
by the mater, 

Mr. WILLIAMS, an leave, introd 
reguiate the navy ratie which was read twice and referred 
to the Commitee on Naval Atinirs, 
of Mr. PRESTON, the Senate took up for consi- 
following resolution, submitied by him on Thurs- 


ead 


a bill fo establish and 


y t, viz: 
Resolved, That the actnal con 


ces ofihe country require the most prempt and decisive 


n of the credit and 
10a the part of Congress, and to this end that a loan 
eauthorized foran amount sufficient for the present 
exigency, and on terms which will insure its success, 

Mr, Preston made some remarks going to show that 
expression of opinion by the Senate, witha View to hasten 
tion ere {o relicve the conntry, had, by the cenrse of 
tion of the House since the resolution was introdece: 
superseded ihe necessity of the passage of the reso 

Mr, LINN moved to amend the resoiution, by striking out 


the 
ac: 
ace 
aimost 


_ 


all after the word Congress, with a view to insert the following, 
viz: $ SoA 
ist. To sustain that depreciated and sinking credit by a solemn. 
and inviolable pledge of zis immense public domain for its 
support, and the application of the proceeds of the sales of ‘the 
public lands to the payment of the intefestand redemption of the 
ptincipal of any public debt contracted, or to be contracted, in 
any form whatsoever. ; : i 

2d. To restore the just relation between the public revenue 
and the public expenditures, so as to hmit the necessity for a 
resort to credit atall within the narrowest possible bounds con- 
sistent with the public safety and the public honor. 

This amendment elicited avery animated and interesting de- 
bate, in which was involved the question of who was. respon, 
sible for the present wreck of the publie credit dnd deplora< 
ble condition of_ the country, in which Messrs. PRESTON, 
LINN, BARROW, ALLEN, and MANGUM, participated:to 
alatehour. Then— a 

On motion of Mr. MERRICK, the Senate proceeded to the 
consideration of Executive business; and after some time spent 
therein, 

Adjourned, 


TOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay. March 28, 1842; ‘: 

The journal of Saturday was read and approved; 

The SPEAKER announced the unfinished business of Sa- 
turday to Le the motion of Mr. Morcan to suspend the rules 
far the purpose of enabling him to offer the following resolu- 
tion: . i 

“No member shali be allowed to speak more than one hour 
to any question; nor ghall a mere change of the question by mov 
tion to amend cr otheiwise auihorize any one to extend his 
remarks keyond the hour, if auy other member desires to 
speak’? 

a r. MORGAN proposed that, by general consent, as some 
gentlemen desired to ofer amendments, the resolution should lre 
over until to-morrow. . ` 

No objection being made, the resolution went over accord: 


ingly, 

We BLACK sent an amendment to the table, to be read for 
information, and stated that he should move it whenever the 
motion of the gentleman from New York [Mr. Morgan] came 
up forcensideration. The amendment prop-esed that the roll of 
members should be called on ali questions alphebetically, and 
on being called each member should be allowed to speak one 
hour, and no question should be taken wntil the roll had been 
called through. $ 

On leave given, petitions and memorials were presented by 
the following members, and were appropriately referred: 

Mr. EVERETT, of Vermont. i 

Mr. BOARDMAN, of Connecticut, [who 
lowing petitions, which Were referred to the committee on Ma- 
nufactures: Of Fenner Bush and. 144 citizens of Mariam; of 
Noah Stone and 59 citizsns ef Oxford; of Edward A. Cornwall 
and 44 citizens of Cheshire; of Johu Moseley and 46 citizens of 
Southbury; of Wm. A. Clark and H cinzens of Bethany; of 
John Clonn and 32 chizens oi Derby; of G. F. Define and 40 
citizens of Derby; of Eii Pomeroy and 66 citizens of Wal- 
lingsford; and of Jonathan Rose and 48 citizens of North Bran- 
ford ' 

Me TERNEY, of Tennesser. 

Mr. FILLMORE, on leave given, reported from the Commit- 
tee oe and Means the following resolution, which was 
adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be dis- 
charges from the further consideration of so much of the esti- 
mates of appropriations for the current year as relates to the 
ught-house on Flynn's Knoll, New York harbor, and that the 
same be veferr »the Commuiitee on Commerce, 

Wr. PICKENS inquired of the Speaker if this was not peti- 
tion day? 

‘fhe SPEAKER replicd in the tive, 

Mr. PICKENS mavean inquiry of the Speaker, as the Re- 
porter understood, as to what had become of Mr. Morean’s re» 
solution. 

The SPSAKER explained the temporary disposition which 
had been made of it. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the Touse resolve itselfinto 
Ccnnnittee of the Wholeon the state ofthe Union. 

On which notion Mr. WINTHROP asked the yeas and nays, 
remarking, as the Reporter understood, that when the House 
adjourned on last petition day all the States had been called up 
to the State of Massachusetts, and he hoped an opportunity 
would be given to that State to be heard. f 

The yeasand nays were ordered. 

After a briefconversation, the question on the motion of Mr, 
Finnmers was taken, and decided in the aflirmative: Yeas 122, 


nays 53, 
TUB LOAN BILL. 

So the House resolved self into Conmittee 
onthe state the Uniogt, (Mr. Wann, of New York, in the 
iy,Jand resumed the cgnsideration of the bill “for the exten- 
f iSdly aad for an addition of five millions of 

í 


resented the fol. 


ofthe Whole, 


sion 
dollars thereto.” f 

Mr. FILLMORE qnr the direction of the Committee of 
Ways and Means} hañ moved to amend the bill by adding 
thereto the following? as section 5: 


Andbe it furthersenacted, That the moneys arising from 
daties on goods, 
ported 
p 


an 


war d merchandise which may be in. 

into the United Siates be, and the same are hereby 
d for the payment and redemption of stock hereafter to 
e issued under and by virtue of this act and the act of daly 
» IML, hereby amended, and so much thereof as may be ne- 
cessary to pay theinterest on said stock, and redeem the same 
when due, is hereby appropriated to that object, to beapplied 
by the Secretary of the ‘Ireasury to such pay ment and redemp- 
tion. 

Which said amendment Me. W) 
acding thereto the following provi 

Provided, That it shall be the Guty ofthe Secretary of the 
Treasury. if said stock hereby directed to be issued shail at any 
time, and as soon as itshall at any time, depreciate below par, 
to purchase and rcdsem the same, 

And the question being on the amendment to the amend. 
ment— 

Mr. GENTRY, after remarking that the main question asthe 
expediency of passing a bill Lo authorize a loan was one on 
which every politician of every party entertained but one opi- 
nion, adverted to the immediate question before the House— 
which was onthe amendment proposed by Mr. Wisp, empow: 


sz had moved to amend, by 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


ering the Secretary of the Treasury, whenever the stock to be 

’ created should be below par, to enter the market and buy it,up at 
such a price as it might happen to bear. In regard to this, he 
observed that if he could suppose that the proposition meant 
nothing more than it expressed upon its face, he should re- 
gardit as one altogether absurd and ridiculous; but he would 
not do the mover suth injustice as to believe this. He took it 
for granted that this had been offered merely as a. mode of 
maintaining the principle that it was the duty of Government, 
when borrowing money, to make a special pledge in regard to 
its repayment. The object of the loan was to meet and supply 
the existing deficit in the Treasury—the money must be imme- 
diately applied to meet present wants and engagements, and 
then where would be the fund inthe hands of the Secretary out 
of which to redeem the stock, as proposed by the amendment? 
Before he could do that, he must wait uli there was a balance in 

_ the Treasury applicable to the purpose; and, in the meanwhile, 
unless the stock were redeemed, the faith of the Government 
‘would be as much violated as if no such provision had been 
made. He suppuszd the arnendment had been offered asa peg 
on whichto hanga speech, Much of what had been said by 
the gentleman frorn Virginia, [Mr. Wiss] as well as the gentle- 
man from Indiana, had been of apurely partigan character, re 
Jating first and mainly to themselves, then to the President of 
the United States, and lastly to tha course of the majority on 
that floor, Much of what bad been said consisted of an attack 
onthat majority, impugaing the honor and character of the 
House; but this he might have failed to notice, save for concomi- 
tantcircumstances out of tha House, which went to show that 
the whole was’ the result of a regularly organized system of 
operation intended to injure the character and break the moral 
influence of the House of Representatives, and of the Congress 
generally. 

Thus believing. and regarding the gentleman from Virginia 
as the peculiar friend and organ of the Executive on that foo, 
Mr. G. considered it his duty to repel the attack aud to vindi- 
cate the conduct and character of the House of which he con- 
stituted a part. 

Here Mr. COOPER of Georgia raised a question of order 
as to the relevancy ofsuch a course of remark on a loan bill. 

Tne CHAIR admitted that it was not ia order; but as the 
committee had permitted preceding speeches of the same cha- 
racter, the chairman did not consider himself as authorized 
to interpose and arrest the debate, after it had proceeded thus 


ar. 

Mr. GENTRY disclaimed all intention of violating the rules 
of order, and reminded the committee of the offer he nad previ- 
ously mads, to waive his privilege of speaking, if the devais 
could cease and the question be taken; bui the debate had con- 
tinued, and he claimed it as his rigut now to proceed and finizh 
the course of remark he had before only commenced 

In support of the ground he had taken, thas there was a fixed 
purpose on the part of the Presidents friends to derogate from 
the characier of the douse in the public estimatiou, Mr. G, 
cited remarks of Mr. Paorrit, insinuating that the opposition 
of gentlemen tothe Executive.was the failure of their appli 
tious for cflice and their repulse by the President, and his refe- 
rence, wheo calied on to specify, to the geneman from New 
York, (Mr. J.C Crark.] Since then aregular call had been 
made on the President for the names of such applicants, but 
this had been refused to be complied with, on the ground that 
it was a matter coofidential in its nature, If so, how had the 

entleman got the information on which he made his so coni- 
dent assertions! Biher the President had violated the confi- 
dence of members, or the charge had becn without authority, 
and inflicted the grossest injustice on the House. 

| A few days before the attack of the gentleman from Indiana, 
a public political meeting had been held at New York, the 
great emporium of fury and patriotism, in which, as ji was də- 
clared to be a meeting of persons of all parties, it seemed that 
the patriotism of all had been githered up into one mass for 
the purpose of praising the patriotism. of thé President and de- 
nouncing Congress for not complying with his recommenda- 
tions and adopting his measures. Among the prominent 
speakers had been a Mr. Ketchum, formerly a correspondent of 
the Secretary of State, and a Mr. Maxwell, of whom he knew 
nothing; buč should like to know whether either or both ui 
gentlemen were applicants for office; and he felt curious further 
to ascertain whether Mr. Collector Curtis had hada handin 
getting up the meeting, and whether it did nat consist in part 
Of the rank ani file fom the New York Custom-house. He 
suspected, if examined into, it would present rather a curious 
illustration of the Whig principle of non-interference with the 
freedom of clections. Tae whole course of the proceedings 
showed plainly enougu thas the raecting had been goten up to 
aid the Presidente Tue gentleman, afier these sweeping ce- 
nunciations oa the majority of Congress, had gone further, and 
intimated that the Mouse was resolved to do nothing for the 
relief of the country, distressed as it was, because relief mea- 
sures were recommended by the President, and because they 
wished to reserve the hope and opportunity of such relief as a 
means ofadvaacing the latevests and securing the election of 
Mr. Clay. f : 

Were this charge founded in truth, then would Cor 
merit al} the indignant feeling which the gentleman had af 
to feelat its course. But Mr, G. repelled the charge as 
wholiy unfounded and grossly injarious and naj 
here referred to t! 3 with which he bad taken his scat 
in this body, and! xed determination to give his support to 
any measure the ecutive migot yecommend that would be 
likely to do more g od than evil; and he demanded a singie 
fact to show thatthe Wh rty had not shown generally the 

het up fully to the discharge of 
verted to their votes for the 
bill at the called session; but 
while the Whig majoriy had supported these measures to 
aid the Admimistration, the two gentlemen from Virginia 
and Indiana { both vated in oppssiaen to the bilis, 
Although the President had turned the gans of their own batte- 
ries upon them, the Whigs had not fVuehed from their duty: 
although they knew at tbe rime that all the strength derived 
from their aid would immediately be turned again 
selves, Asto the fou! and unjust imputation of having been 
actuated merely by the hope of office, could the gentlemen 
deny that the V abad a right, from the President’s own de- 
clarations in his inaugural message, to expect that applications 
made in behalf of meritorious men should be favorably re- 
ceived, and that corrupt and incompetent incumbents of cflice 
would be removed? Assuredly. Nor was there In this 
thing improper, or any thing to be ashamed of, but the cor 


rary. 


Ye 


But if. it were true that any member of Congress had applied 
to the Executive for a place for himself, and had accompanied 
the application with an offer of his own carnest support, and 
that in consequence of the offer being refused he had then turned 
about and cpposed and denounced the President, Mr. G. would 
to God that his name might ke given up, and ihat he had a 
whip of scorpions to lash the rascal naked through the world. 
He called for names, and for proofs. If these were not given, 
then should he believe that the President had connived at a base 
and cailumnious charge being made in ‘the dark by one of his 
own confidential party friends. He should hold the gentleman 
from Indiana bound to prove his charge. Meanwhile, it suited 
tke object of the President that such charges should be made, 
becatse they went to break dawn the moral power of Congress 
on public sentiment. But why this desire on the part of the 
chief Execuiive officer of this nation? Was it.a becoming 
anda worthy feeling in the official head of the Government thus 
to desire to prostrate the influence of the Legislature? The 
reason was to be found in the fact that a considerable part of 
the body had denounced his want both of wisdom and of pa- 
triotism, and had made out a strong case before the country. 
From the force of that presentation Mr. Tyler wished to es. 
cape, and hence these combined efforts to destroy Congressional 
character and influence. 

After thus denouncing the motives of those who opposed the 
President, the gentleman from Virginia had. announced to the 
Whig majority here that it they persisted in their present cousse 
of doing nothing, “they would be d d;? at present they 
were like Mahomet’s cofin that was suspended between heavea 
and earth. By heaven, be took it, the gentleman meant Mr. 
Tyler and hissainted: friends on that floor, and by earth, of 
course, the Democratic party. [A laugh.] There wasan issue 
it seemed, fully made up between the do-sometbing and the do- 
nothing parties, and unless the Whigs adopted the measures 
proposed (o them by the President, why, they must be d—d. 
These were hard lines. But if the gentleman from Virginia 
had been so very much alive te the distresses of the country at 
the extra session as he now professed to be, instead-of the uni. 
versal wail of public and private distress which now came up 
from every quarter of the country, the Jand might before this 
have resounded with nothing butsongs of deliverance and joy. 

But what were these measnres which the Whigs must take 
on the pains arid penalties of poiitical damnation? They were 
the Exchequer, tbe Tarif; the Loan bill, the issue of Treasury 
notes, and large appropriations. 

Now, when the gentleman from Virginia proclaimed ee ca. 
thedra, as the Executve organ, that Congress must move, and 
move immediately, and move only in one way, viz into the 
open arms of dahn Tyler, who was inviting every thing, black, 
white, or gray, Tark or infidel, who would go for making him 
President, and denounced as the only alternative that Congress 
must be d-—-d, all he had fo say was, thatif the case were 
reaily so, he for one would prefer an honorable politics 
nation to he utier and open ifice of every principle for 
which Whigs had pat on their armor and forghtand triumphed. 
As to the Excheque ject, Mr. G. betl it tobe in di 
flict with ail the creeds hereiofore sworn to by the Pr 

{iere Mr, G. quoted a document, the title of which the Re- 
porter could not hear; but which Mr. G. said was an authorita- 
tive expose of the Presidents views. J 

Yie President said to Congress, adopt this and we will ab- 
solve you from all responsibility to your constituents, and we 
are prepared to stand or fall by the consequences, Mr. G. here 
summed vp the leading features of the plan of the Exchequer, 
insisting that it was precisely what the Whigs had ail along said 
the Sub-Treasury wouid be, viz" a great Government bank. 
The President might well enongh be willing to take on him: 
self all the respousibility could such a measure pess: for no 
sooner would itbecome a law than he would bea more absolute 
monarch that the Emperor of Russia, 

The gentleman from Virginia had tauntingly told Mr. G, and 
his friends that they were between two batieiies, and could not 
escape: that they must take what was thus propcsed for them, 
orgo down. Well, Mr.G, preferred to plant himself on the 
platform of sound Whig principles, and t the shot from 
bath quarters, rather than basely and tamely yletd to Executive 
dictation. 7 

Mr. G. next referred to those portions of the speeches of Mr. 
Wiss and Mr. Prorrvt which bad reference to their course at 
the called session, ‘ne Whigs, it seemed, contrary to the re- 
monstrances and warnings of the genleman from V xa, bad 
“rushed on the bosses of two vetoes.” He had offer 
their political Moses, but they had refused to fellow him. Mr. 
G, attributed most of the calamities of the Whig party to the 
cou of that genieman, and applying hisown code of poli 
cal ehics, which the gentleman badlaid down for politician 
nevally, to his own course, Mr. G, would procee 
that gentleman’s motive: as well at the exira s 
| time. The gentleman, nreviov to the comm: 
j salon, bad maliy ated 
hed man at ine 3 
elf into the 
ures which t 
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musti nothave been he? Ardeunid nota party, uwt 
stinciples and action, follow the lead ef suck a man as hono 
nd independent patriots? Mast they necessarily be sub- 
servient, cringing, sycophantic slaves? Whose veice was 
heard most majestic in the storm? Whose sword gleamed 


most brightly in the tore front of the battle?” What: would the 
gentleman have had them do? What.conceivable coursejcould, 
they have pursued to secure that gentleman’s very distinguish-' 
ed approbation? -Whenthe Presidents Message apprised them - 
that there was a deficit m the Treasury, that the currency. was 
deranged, business prostrate, and the country in a state of 
general embarrassment and distress, what wouldthe gentleman | 
have had them do for the general good?” Adjourn and go home., 
But the obstinate Whigs would not do that. They brought for: 
ward bills to relieve the Government and the country—a loan 
bill, arid a revenue bill; and, as soon as they were brought into 
the Louse, the gentleman encountered them with. his fiercest 
opposition; andeven when there wasa bill to effect a. regula, 
tion of the currency and to furnish a circulating medium, ‘al- 
though the gentleman was the pledged advocate of the measure 
proposed, because it did not proceed from his man, he opposed 
this ton; and, when he could not succeed, he flew to the Presi- 
dent at that evil hour when he was vacillating between the 
trumpet call of patriotism on the one hand, atid the dark miit- 
terings ofa vi'e and selfish ambition on the other. By: that 
overpowering boldness, that daring courage which fears nothing 
and stops at nothing, he obtained the mastery over his feeble 
mind, and thus forced the country into a state of things which, 
according to his own declaration, ‘postponed ail bope of relief 
for twenty years?’ 

And what must the majority in Congress do now in order to 
secure the approbation of the gentleman? Crouch dewn at the 
footstool of Execurive mercy, bare their backs, receive merited 
chastisement for not having sooner complied with his man 
dates; and, having been well whipped, turn round and sing ho- 
saunas to the man whose blows had cut them to the bone, and 
humbly assure him of the perfect meektiess. and submission, 
with which they were ready to ran any way,go any leugth, do’ 
orsuffer any thing, to merit the smiles of so able and so august, 
a master, and recompense his fostering indulgence. 

Mo, no:hing was now left for them to accomplish but to pres, 
serve the country and protect its honor. To relieve it was, un- 
der the circumstances, beyond their power. The destiny pre- 
pared for them was to perish between the two batteries, whose 
guns were ready to play, He trusted they should do all that it 
became patriotic Whigs to do, and if they must fall that they 
should fail with the flag of their counuy proudly waving over- 
them. 

Mr. G. referred to Mr. Wise's farmer votes against all appro. 
priations for the defence of the country, and forcibly contrasted 
it with his present urgency on the majority to make appropria. 
tion after appropriation, ‘Twenty millions were estimated, and 
the country must be made to believe that President Tyler was 
most anxious to provide for the public safety but the Whigs 
would not ici Jim, A 

He then adverted to a part of Mr. Prorrit’s remarks on 
the haste which characterized the course of legis'ation at the 
called session; so great had it been, that that gentleman had 
not been consulted, [a laugh,] nor had his. opinion been lis- 
tencd to, Jt seemed that, as the gentleman thought that a 
speech of his had elected more than balf the Indiana delega- 
tion on this floor, aud he supposed another speech had elect. 
ed General Harrison to the Presidency, when he came on: here 
at the called session he would have had merely to signify his 
pleasure as to matters, whether of Legislative or of Execu- 
tive appointment, and instant obedience would follow; but 
alas! he had found himself disapppinted in this just expecta- 
tion; and, being disgusted at such ingratitude, he became in- 
dignant, and soon discovered that the man he had so lately 
lauded to the skies and declared fit to be President of the uni- 
verse, was a tyrant, a haughty, arrogant tyrant, and (worse still) 
was cvena greater man than bimeciS! [a laughs] and thus it 
might seem to some that the gentieman’s somerset in politics 
was chargeable not to an exalted patriotism, but mainly to 
mortified vanity. The gentleman, to vindicate himself from all 
suspicion of mercenary motives, had referred triumphantly to 
the fact that he had left attiumphant majority to join a lean 
aud weak minority. True: but the gentioman had forgot to 
state that he happened to do this just at the moment the ma-i 
jority had, through the treachery of their leader, become 
absolutely powerless—and the patron of that small mi- 
nority had in bis baud one hundred thousand offices, with all, 
their honors and emoluments, 

After some further remarks.on the unfairness of the sneers 
of the Presidont’s friends for the Whigs’ fature in accomptirh- 
ing what they and he had prevented them from doing, he con- 
cluded his reply to the remarks of Mr. Wisk as to the motives 
which actuated the Whigs in opposing the measures recom- 
mended by the Mixcoutive. 

` minerited on Mr. Wise’s declaration that there 

5 tween the President and the moderate men of 
the Whig party, Ani here he went intoah w of the 
maoner in which. by the of ane Tyler had 
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sre tobe our patri od help the country !” [A long low re- 
“amen.?j 
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them apy further.” This 
but, as the language sood, Mr. G. he y responded to: the 
temah ef it, The President had besu driven to the Democratic 
hut there he must stop. Wes; for nothing could drive 
The party had been charged with seducing Mr. 
it wasnot trae; it wasa libel on the fair name of the 
dupon Mr. Tyler, it was true, and he, good 
uy threw himself into her arms; batwhen he 
arm grasp of passion end of love, he was thrown 
tandioathing! No; he might be “driven to the 
party, but nothing could drive him further’ And 
> muchas dreamed of an hIng of the sort he ever 
by any- possibilives of of destiny, he might 
he hands of that party—there were but two 
ica who had niat same dreni yi ine President 

the United States and the hoporable genteman Ironi 
3 See x that gentleman hac forced hi; elf to be- 
Jieve that by the forre, the indomitable energy of tis will, he 
bad got upa third party, he was mistaken. INO; the third party 
“would not come”’—it must be a party consisting of “all officers 


“and no soldiers.” 


© etiow sh:from off the borders of that party to fill the offices he 


` from desiring any such. accession,) or he must. content himself 


- exéuse for words spoken; becausea man when he was drunk 


+ were res:óred to- ttie General Government. 


: had it noč been that he stoud pledged on record to the meas 


“which Ke declared whoby insullis 


“Nor would the Democratic party acknow- 


Jedge itself to be a faction. Possibly the resident might get 


had to give, bút these would alway be the poorest and meanest 
of alfrecruits. [A laugb.] í 

Bothe President must; after all, fall back on his Whig princi- 
ples and réturn to his Whig friends, (and they were very far 


toestand where he was, an object of the scorn and contempt of 
poth parties. x EAN $ 
The President wasa disappointed man. He had abandoned 
those who would have sustained him, and had forfeited the op- 
portunity of securing a lasting glory as the benefactor of his 
country; and in piace of this, had inflicted: a deep wound oa 
the cause and hopes of liberty itself. Such a disappointment 
after such a victory quenched the ardorof the people, and it 
would be:a tong and a difficult task to rekindle in their bosoms 
the same ardor and united confidence which had roused them to 
the deliverance of their country. 

Mc, G: passed on to remark on the. charge which was to be 
Obzerved in the course of the Democratic patty in the House 


since the course of events had inspired them with the hope of ij 


soon regaining their lost power. Now they were loud in their 
call for axes! taxes! They pressed fora tariff bill, and demand- 
‘ed large appropriations for defence. Why? Because the 
Whig majority would bear the responsibility of laying the 
“taxes, and the whole beriefit would, as they honed, enure to 
themselves.. Formerly they had opposed a loan, because there 
was no deficiton the Treasury. On, no; the Government could 
get along very well} but now they cried, away with the com. 
promise act~-give us loans--give us revenue—give us a new 
tariff! Were wag.a full vindication of the so much vilified 
course of the Whigs at the extra session. Nowjit was admitted 
that all the great provisions then made were necessary, and 
were demanded by the exigencies of the people andthe Govern- 
ment. The doctrine tharthe pebliclands ought notte be luck: 
ed to as a permanent source of revenge haz been held by the 
greatest sages that had adorned our history; General Jackson 
himself had almited this; and even the gentleman from Virgi- 
nia (Mr: Wiss] had once made asimilar admission; though at 
“the time’he made the speech he had, to be sure, been a little in- 
toxicated. [Me Wise shook his bead) It reminded hin of a 
yemnark of an old gentleman who said the drunkenness was no 


let out ‘thesecrets of his heart—{a laugh.) . But now the gen- 
tileman would vote no loan bill end no revenue bill tiil the lands 


Mr. G. complimented the Dernoeratic party on the adroitness 
with which,they had led the P. eaidentto betinve thatifhe would 
make ove concession to them they might, perhaps, re-nominate 
him for another torm. hey had pressed him bard to 
veto the land bill, and gladly would he bave done it for them 
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had reduced their adversaries. While refusing to stand up 
manfully in his défence, they possessed his private ear, flat- 
tered him for acts which prostrated the hopes of his party, and 
combined to oppose every measure they devised for the relief 
of the country. While the Whigs were doing all they could 
to give a just support to his administration, he turned every 
engine -against them, exulted in their defeats, and seemed to 
long for their destruction. z E . 

Ne. R. avowed it his conviction, under such circumstances, to 

pe the duty and true policy of the Whig party openly to sepa- 
rate themselves from such a man ang ren up another fag. He 
was tired of such a condition—lield responsible for every thing, 
andable to effect nothing, and called onto desert their princi- 
ples to follow a political pigmy. He was asked where he 
would go? He would tell gentlemen: he wouldgo toa confid- 
ing and virtuous constituency; he would set before them the 
trae state of the country, and tell them that ifthey wanted him 
to serve them again, they must-send him back free from all par- 
ty ties, and prepared to make wer upon the curruptions of all 
Parties. 
i Mr. R. though foiled, was not in despair. The Whig par- 
ty yet existed in strength; and, though it might lose a few by 
thè geductions of patronage, yet its hundreds of thousands 
stood fast in their integrity. But the ume was come when 
the line between friends and enemies must be plainly and 
broadly drawn; when this was done, let no man talkof dis- 
banding, but lift their banner to the breeze, and invoke the 
epire which in 18/0 had given them victory and to the county 
hope. 

They had now had a second edition of the Tyler Admini- 
istration, as expounded by members of the coporal’s guard. 
And, like the first, it consisted mainly of autobiegraphy de- 
nunciations of the Whig party and abuse of Henry Clay. 
The same eternal talking of a man’s self which had so Jong 
and so often bored that House. They had gone out of their 
way lo make a wanton attack on the Whig manifesto. But 
vituperation and coarse abuse were not the weapons to resist 
the force of truth; onthe con'rary, they were ever the resort 
of weakness, vice, and corruption, to prop the cause of tho 
vulgar and obscene. Serpents could hiss, the loathsome toad 
could spit his venom, and the demons of hell could curse the 
bright angels of light; though, thank God, they could not 
drag them Gown to their own dungeons—depths of sorrow 
andaf pain. They had not, however, ventured to take issue 
on any of: the facts referred to in the manifesio, save as to its 
unanimous adoption by the meeting which published it. atr. 
R. insisted that its adoption had been mem con. And though 
the members present might not have constituted a nomeri 
cal majority of the Whig party, yet they had been instructed 
by others who contd not remain, and these included, it passed 
hy a majority of three-fourths at least of the majority of the 
Whig party in both Houses of Congress. Some liad doubted 
the policy of the measure, as tending to excite the President to 
use his patronage against: the Whigs more actively ihan he 
might otherwise have done. But Mr. R. vindicated is; and 
caled on any Whig ia the House who donbied the truth of a 
single fact set forth in that paper to rise andavow bis dissent, 

No one rose] The manifesta had not beca a spontaneans de- 
clarauion of war against Mr. Tylor, but a reply to his declara- 
tion of war against the Whig 
teman from Virginia (Mr. Wr 
tothe knife, and admonished them not to 
many ping infants, when they feit the biting of h er} 
‘The gentleman really seemed to imagine th they w 
trembling and wincing before his redoubtedt arm, and fying be. 

ris ss like a flock of sheep, while he stoo t covered 
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“he gentleman hat said the manifesto liad beer 

r 


under it as so 
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of the manif m the attacks made on them in Mer 
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been ca by the traktor who showed the 
tpass of Thermopylae, and, like thasc who 
guarded ii, they meant, if they must 
their victory and of their honest fame. k 

The gentleman from Virginia [Mr Wise] had taunted 
slonging to the old F.deral party aud being oppose: 
his. Did the gentleman dare to look Mr. R. in the face 
and talk of State rights?. Here he reminded him t he had 
come into Congress the avowed advocate and defender of Gen. 
Jackson and his measures, while Mr. R. had lost his own elec: 
tion because he would not tolerate Jackson’s arbitrary views on 
the freedom of the States, 
y if be dared look the gentleman in the face oa 
n andhe claimed, pow and always, to bea better 
uts man thanhe. He had come jinto Consress be- 
cause he had opposed nullification, and not beca he had 
been the advocate of Gea. Jackson, many of whose measures he 
oppo-ed.] 

A Me. R. that does seem io have always been the 

Ho was a Jackson man aml ap. 
ures; and now he ts a Tyler man and 
{Lang 
said by M 
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Prorrir. Isaid no such thing. Tsaid that a paper 
in my face which Twas asked to sign, applying for 
e forthe gentleman from New York, (fr. J. 
C. CLARK. } and the gentleman made a long explanation asa dis 
claimer. Fwill new further say that a petition was presented to 
me applying for an effice for the forger, Charles F. Mitchell, 
aod signad, too, by Whig members of Congress, Mr. F. sat 
down amid lond loud and repeated criee of orcer, order. ] 
Bat if they had, what was there wrong init? Here he went 
mito the subject of the Presidential appointmen's, complaining 


offered them war 


allio fallen the field of | 


that their bitterest enemies had been retained, while Whigs of 
unexceptionable character were rejected; and eventhe old re- 
jected nominees of General Jackson, and those whom General 
‘Harrison had refused, had been favored with places by Mr. Ty: * 
ler. . He had done the same in the States. In North Carolina, 
he had appointed two Virginians of the first waier—one said to 
be a distant relative of his own, (all the Tylers, it was said, had 
royal blood in their veins,)—in the place of two travelling agent, 
of the Post Office Department, deceased. : 

On the subject of Mr. Frnumoxa’s reporting the measure. re- 
commended by the Secretary of the Treasury, of which Mr. 
Wisa had so loudly complained as an act of hostility to the Pre- 
sident, he asked Mr. W. if he meant distinctly to affirm that 
that recommendation was an act for which the President him- 
self and the rest ofthe Cabinet were net responsible? {Mrs W: 
made no reply.] Had not the Madisonian revived the doctrine 
of General Takson that the Cabinet was a unit and the Presi- 
dent reeponsible for the acts of all his officers? Ifthe measure“ 
wassuch a stigma on the President, why did not the corporal’s 
guard petition for the removal of the Secretary? Surely ifthat 
Officer had in his bosom a single spark of that honorable fire 
which had animated the late retiring Cabinet, he would throw 
his commisston inthe President’s face, and go home to hisown 
Pennsylvania. i A 

Mr. R. briefly adverted to a speech made‘by Mr. CHARLES 
Brown of Pennsylvania, and said that gentl. man must have 
believed himself addressing the people from the hustings of 
Souihwark or Moyamensing, or he would not have charged the 
Whig party with the responsibility of the present Administra: 
tion. Did not that gentleman know that Mr, Tyler had aban. 
doned ite Whig party. through the veductions of the Demo- 
cratic party? Had notthe gentleman from Pennsylvania and 
his friends seduced the President, and won him to their arms? 
With what truth, then, could be make the Whig party responsi- 
bie for the acts of the Administration? From the persuasive 
power of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, he had no doubt 
but that gentleman had acted as the commissioner of the party 
in the seduction of the President. ` 

Mr. BROWN rose and said, if the gentleman from North 
Carolina would alow him, he would tell him all about the 
seduction. , 

Bat, Mr. R. said he feared; if the gent'eman once got a-going, 
he might never stop: for he seemed to possess that quality of 
matter which, once impelled onwards, had no power to stop 
itself, {A laugh.] Butif the gentleman was so agitated with 
distress for a bleeding country. let him and his frends go up 
in a body to Mr. Tyler (as they did after his first veto) and inter- 
cede with him for relief, Let them do this before the fast-col- 
lecting elements of combustion should have burst into a flame. 
[A langh.} The gentlemen laughed, They knew they had 
John Tyler as safe asa thief inawill, Yes, they bad him snug 
for three years, and they laughed at the calamities of an exas- 
perated people, 

i his debate had Jet outthe principle by which they held 


their influence so sure at the Whue House: they possessed the 
topen sesame” to the heart oF its occupant; they knew that in 
that heart there was sach a depth of baned, hatred, hatred to- 
ward man who, of all men now living, had done the most 


for this country, throngh weal and throagh wo, that they never 
could want a successful stinmius tothe Executive action. The 
high, unbending soul of that man would not bow to Executive 
power; and, like flaman, his bosom knew no joy while Murde- . 
caj satat the king e. Mr. R. referred to the malignity with 
which Mr, Clay was pursued, even when he was about to retire, 
It wag a melancholy picture of human nature; but as to its efe 
joct on the object of persecution, i: reminded him of the Indian 
who boasted he contd bring down the moon with one of bis ar. 
rows: he bent his bow, and shot with all his strength, but the ar- 
row fell again to the ground, and the bright luminary sailed on 
through the heavens. Mr. R here pronounced a highly beau. 
tül and finishedeulozy on the services and character of Mr, 
Clay, and predicted his sure reward in an imperishable 
fame. 


rge of dictation and tyranny 
sowledged leader; which he 
allusions to Mr Wisp as 


all. 

down, Wouldit be the corporal’s guard? Oh, no; they could 
not be spared from the battle here.. No, it would be the honest 

horing yeomanry of the land. They might play on the pe 

atic feelings and national pride cf the people; butif they 
aght, by playing this game with the South, in the case of 
,togetupthe Sou-hto the war point on that ques. 
y were greatly mistaken, 

not concur with all the sentiments coutained in the | 
te on the Creole case. Although he 
ionsof the member from Obio, 


Grippines.] W ad every feeling cf humanity in 
fying muuny and murder, yet he did not admit that, in the 
c of international stipulaiions, we had a right to demand 


hase slaves for trial for those crimes. 
tibs Er 1 Government was bound, in the 
absence af any treatyen the subject, to arrest aud surrender 
them as fusttive cloves, although comity and national friendship 
ought to icduce thein to do sa, and might warra..tus in making 
the request. 
(Mr. CAMPAELL of South Carolina, call r. R. to order. J 
Let meexpiaia (sid Mr. R) He did admit that if the Bridsh 
authorities mierfered to release thore slaves from the possion of 
their owners, then we had a right to demana reparation, and he 
fer one would insit en it, even at the e nse of war itself; but 
he would not rush blindly into a war when ths only benefit wag 
toensire to Jahn Eyler, till every cifart at negotiation had fail- 
ed. He would go to war only to save our honor and preserve 


Neither 


“our rights. 


And in this let him not be misrepresented: let not the gentle- 
mean go away and tell that Mr, R, had made a speech in favor 


- of England, 
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Mr. E. here went briefly into a discussion of the loan bill 
and Mr. Wisz’s amendment, arguing against the latter, with 
ae earnesiless, as impolitic and disgraceful in the highest de- 

ef, 

He then glanced once more at thegeneral subject of the 
strange anomaious position of the Whig party, and the manner 
in which its every atiempt for the public good was thwarted 
and nentraliz2d by the course of the Presidevtand his frends |! 
in the Legislature, and he concluded by a strong disavowal jj 
of any share in the responsibility for the consequences | 
of such a condition of things: it rested on the heads of chose who 
thus sacrificed the country to the schemes ofa mad and selfish 
ambition. > 


Mr. RAYNER having closed his remarks, the Chairman 
ave the floor to— 

Mr. COLQUITT, who yielded toa motion that the committee 
riseand report. 

Mr. LANE proposed that if Mr. CoLauirr was not desirous 
to go on to-night, he(Mr. L ) should do so. 

But the question on the motion that the Committee rise was 
taken, and decided in the affirmative: Ayes 62, noes 59, ! 

So the Committee riso end reported progress. 

Mr. LANE moved that the House resolve itself into Com- 
mittee of Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr, WISE moved that the Ilouse adjuarn. 

The yeas aod nays being asked and ordered— 

Mr. WISE withdrew the motion, 

Mr. CHAPMAN renewed it. 

The yeas and nays were asked and ri fasod, 

And the question was then taken and decided in the negative 

Ayes 51, noes 73. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

The question then recurred on the motion of Mr: LANE to go 
back into Committee. 

Which motion having prevailed, the House again resolved 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 


ng to yield the 
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by whom they had becn betrayed; (here was a systemaiic at- 
tack from ouecuduf the country to tie other on Congress 
meeting of brokers and partisans ofthe Anministation it 
York had said that Congress i s “beggars should 
choosers ? Who were to be beggars 
le’s Representatives. And of wh 
Fonn Tyler, into whose poliiical nostr 


ts they had breathed vi- 


i 
tality and life. Who was it that had given force, efficiency, | 
andimpulse to that system of measures which every where | 
beautified our country? Who had paid the immense debt of 
the Revolution? In 1812, when our national fiag and honor |j 
wasinsulted—that broad flag which had visited with triuwph |! 
every nationof the earth—who then stood forth in defence of | 
American liberty? An American Congress. And were they | 
now ready to violate the Constitution they had swora to sup- | 
port? to grant not only Executive but Legislative power tothe |; 
President of the United States? He trusted they were not || 
ready todo this. Ife was unwilling to do it. } 
Why wasit that nothing had been doae for the relief of the || 
country? Why was it that we had no credit? Simply because |} 
the Guvernment of the United 
the people at home or abroad. He would look into the history 
ofthe past, and ask what obligations were the Whig party under 
to John Tyler. The first message which he sent to Congress 
contained two remarkable predictions. He hinted, in nowise |) 
equivocally, that the extra session was no measure of his, and 
hinted at the exercise ofthe veto power, i 
The President had sent in his recommendation to Congress. 
What was that recommendation worth? The gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. Wise} had said if they could not get good mea- 
sures, they would at least endeavor to get good issues, Who 
had presented these measures to Congress? The President of 
the United Sates and his Cabinet. It was enough for him to 
consider under what circumstances that Cabinetaccepted office 
to determine who they were. ‘Those who had beea bank mea 
were now found supporting the veto, and those who had been 
tariff men now spoke so doubtfally that they could not under- 
stand them. Who would trust in their advice? Ofwhatautho- |i 


rity was the recommendation of Degiel Webster? He had be- 
i The 


come suddenly converted into a pugnacious war man, 


teow 


in 


st the tax bill to carry 
onthe war, to his yote against the bill to fil} the ranks of the 
army, &c. and said he (Mr. W.) ; 
war with Mexico, for the siraple purpo ofatternpting to make 
political capital for a fallen Administration. He also referred to 
the political inconsistencies of the Secretary of War and of the 
Navy, and deprecated the idea of placing importance on the re- 
commendations ofsuch a President and Cabinet, concerning 
whoin, he said, the fact that they were members of that Cab. 
net was conclusive evidence that they were not friends of the 
country. 


President, did all they could in honor or consistency, and enn- 
sented to the celebrated compromise section —the famous lth 
section, which asked the consent of the States for the establish- 
ment within their borders of branches, to which he (Mr. L) 
had always been epposed. That bill 
was introduced, and although the Whigs were not dis d to 

take it, was carried thrvugh with the understanding that the 

President would siga it, That understanding was given through | 


States had not the confidence of |. 
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ammamni raean 


his Cabinet and through members of this House, and was as 
susceptible of demonstration as that thesun now shines, and it 
branded the President at this day with treachery. What was 
the recommendation of this President worth? Andyet they 
Were told, forsooth, that it was tou soon to make war on Tyler! 
He would not trample on the Constitution of the country for 
the purpose of maiatainiog the triumph of any party. He re- 


ferred to several votes of My. Wise at the extra session— 
againstthe Joan to carry on the operations of the Treasury, | 
against the land bill, and other measures recommended-by the 
President. Stili he was the friend of the Presideat—the very 


“peculiar? friend in the support of an Administration, and yet 
opposing all its measures. 

At the end of the extra szssion, the manifesto 
meeting and declared war—agai who 
kijled himself, Aad yetthey wer 
hin. They would net “speak evil of the dead or revile the 

‘They had givena true account of the proceedinsa 
ures of the extra session, He endorsed it, although 
` not pi t; avd he woukl say, oa his own respensibdi- 
lity, that there were between ninety aud one hundred Whigs 
thit approved the issuing of the masifes‘o. IJe caled on any 
recreant Whig who recanted from the doctrines of the mani- 
festo now to rise and avow it. Phere were none, and he trusted 
thoy would hear no more of the Whigs abandoning their prin- 
ciples. 

Yhen came the retiring cabinet. Notwithstanding al] the 
denusciations that had been heaped on their heads, one proad'y 
represenied New York on this floor; another was about to take 
his seat in the Senate to represent Kentucky. A portion of that 
cabinct were yet in retirement, followed by the blessings of 
thousands. He would rather have been a member of that re- 
tiring cabinetthan play the menkey part of the acting Presi- 
dent of the United States, moving like a marble automaton as 
he is moved on. 

Mr. examined somewhat in detail the plan of the Exche- 
chequer recommended by the President, pointing out iis de. 
fects and condemning itas the Sub-Treasury with a flimsy veil 
thrown around it, and as, in addition, containing the e: 
features of a Government bank. Je wouid aot take 
kee prescriptions of the House Committee or the cans t 
planof Tyler, cvenif it were endorsed by tue master mind of 
He would not abandon the principles for which he 
r contended, y party tris h He was in favor 
National she h en, naiwinsand-e | 
the Presideut ef 


Whigs bell a 
1? John Tyler had 
ey had made waron 


damned.” 


fe . 

He commented upon the fast message of the President rs- | 
commending thercpeai of the land bil. ‘Phis wae the last bid t 
w the Democracy of the country. 

i for thr hs below pt 


an 
Whig party in vetoeing the bank bil, which 
aiad, by regulating the currency, to promote general p 
hroughoutthe ry 
he CHAIRMAN again awarded the fivorto — 
Mr. COLQUITT, on whose motion the committee recse and 


reported. 
THE CREOLE CASE, 

Mr. BLACK asked leave to offer a resolution, 

Mr, ADAMS said there was no quoruin in the House, 

Mr. STANLY moved tha: the House adjourn. 

ir. DLACK hoped that the resolution might, at least, be 
road for information, 

And the resointion was read as follows: 

Resoived, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to communicate to the Ifouse, if in his opinion it be 
compatible with the public interest, all informacion in his pos: 
session on the subject of the Creole, including as well the evi- 


as 


dence of the facisas the official correspondence retating there- 


t. STANLY objected, and renewed his motion to adjourn, 
“fy, FILLMORE asked leave, at this time, to effera resolu- 


ti 

Tie SPEAKER said there was co quorum present. 

Mr. BLACK moved that the rules of the Wouse be suspended, 
for the purpose of enabling him to offer the reaolniicu before 
alluded io, 

And the question being taken, the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. ADAMS submitted to the Speaker that a mation for ad- 
journment was pending. 


Mr. STANLY withdrew his motion to adjourn. 
My. STHEN ROD renewed it. 


Mr. BLACK demanded a count on his motion to susp 
rule 
The SPBAKER intimated to Mr. B. that the mo: 
icen nally disposed of, ami that iho call for a count was too 
late. J 
Mr. BLACK submitted that he had r 
mailed a countin the first inst 
5 ; the Chair had ne 


en and distinctly 


l 

motion for adjouram ginia (tir. 
Srnenzon! had been disposed of. à 
-Aml tne question on that motion was taken and decided in the 


1 hour, he House apjourned., 


R BurxsuL of Massach 
fonse some days by re 
to-day. 


IN SENATE. 
9, 1842. 
The PRESIDENT pro fem. laid before the Senate a commit. 
from the Navy Department, mace in compliance. ia 
i ion of ine Senats of February, l 


dist 
ry with the procee i public lan i 7 
ing such proceeds for the recemption ofa loan, to be obtainei 
supply the immediate wants of the Government. : 
Mr. WOODBURY remarked that this message was already 
printed, and read by almost every one in the Senate. It was 


the same in character as that sent to the other House fast week. 
He hoped, therefote, the reading ofsit would be dispensed 
with, and that it be ordered to be printed. The motion was 
agreed to. ; 
The PRESIDENT pro tem, also laid before the Senate a 
communication jrom the Governor of the ‘Territory of Jowa; 
covering a memorial adopted by the legisiative council-of that 
Territory, in favor of an appropriation by Congress to remova 
obstruction at the rapids of the Mississippi; and in. favor ofa 
donation of land io aid in establishing a seminary of leaming at 
West Point, in Lee county, Iowa. è 

: Oi moion of Mr. LINN. the first portion of the memorial 
was referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals, and the 
latter to the Commitee on Commerce, : ; 

Aiso, laid before ihe senate a communication from the Trea- 
snry Department, covering a reportirom the Second Auditor 
of the Treasury, showing the disbursements of moneys, 
goody, or effects, for the benefit of the Indians during the year 
ending the 20:h of September, 1641; which was read, -` 

Mr. FULTON presented the petition of Colosel William 
Wayne, praying the confirmaticn of his dite to certain lands in 
the Siate of Arkansas: referred to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, 

Mr. MERRICK presented a memorial from Cecil county, 
Maryland, signed by famers, mechanics, and laborers, repres 
senting that the duty of twenty per cent. on importediron, will 
no the suficient tc protect (he manufacturersoT that articie in 
this country against foreiga competition, and ask that the duty 
of 1839, be restored, with a View to protection. 

Mr. KERR presented a memorial from the same county” 
similar in purport; buth which wers referred to the Committes 
on Manu facture: 

Mr, YOUNG presented a petition from Bureau county, Ili: 
nois, asking that Congress will make an additional avaniof land 
to aid in the construciion of the Hix and Michigan Canal: 
referred to the Commitee où the Pabtic Lands, 

Mr. McROBERYS, from the. C mmitiee oa the Post Office 
and rost Roads, i) which had been referred the petition of 
John M. Bell, p at Su Francisville, asking indemnity 
for certain money by bim for © g the mail, made an 
adverse report bercon. wh to he printed. 

Mr. CLAY p ted Bed'ord county, Penn. 
syl askiog l ties ou imported tron be 
$ iew to protection: ree 


arta, Te, remonstrating 


eda m ` 
{f referred wo ihe Com: 


eal 


ut prerented by bi 
ae by the ecnin 
aah 


few weeks ago, 
non Jaw Eng. 
bor’ on her 


laimis pery 
soil, and the sa : secu from Kent, 
Story, Sergeant, and oiher tera on common Jaw, as well as 
from vations decisions inthe courts of the United States, The 
neiitioners ask the passage of a law repudiating this odious 
doctrine, ‘ihe petitioners feel that it is wrong to makethem, by 
their naturalization, renounce their alicgiance, when the jurists 
and the covrisof the country say that they cannot shake it off. 
3 bope ihat Congress will pass a law declaring that Con- 


g do pot recognise the doctrine of perpetual allegiance. 
Mv. C vi that the petideders are fearful in the event of 
ay and i in the ingescy of any of them 
fai als of the enemy, Ithe doctrine of perpetual 
a might subject them to be arr igned aad pun- 


' 
n,if found in arms against Eusland. They ask 
net such an emergeucy, Mr, O. cid not know 
iment could be made to existing Jaw to give 

tothem. The only protection that we could 
give them against such doctrines, Would be such as would be 
iven with the cannon of thecountry. Te asked that the read. 
of the petition be dispensed with, and thatit be referred to 
Judiciary Committec. 

Mr, LINN desired io call the attention of the honorable Sena. 
tor from Kentucky to a circumstance which occurred during 
ihe last war, when thirty-three soldiers of the American army 
e made prisoners by the Bil oops, and sentenced to be 
3 y were of British origin, A number of 
ofthe British anny having been made prisoners by the 

anarmy, would undoubiedly have b executed in res 
oo, und very properly, bad the execution of the soldiers 
Peace, however, very fortunately intervened, 
vas alloweil to pass off without further notice. 
yaa a pr ilustra ion of whatthat Gow 
> disposed to do, upon the occurrence of similar 


red for trea 
rection ag. 


more protec 


vernment wa 
cifenmstan 
Mr. Cha 


cortainly one of 


jand it suggested 
ve modes wii cht be employed to vindi- 
he adapted citizens of the United States, But 
i not belicve that, in the event ofa war, which 
d, the Bridsh Government would 
ine of perpetual altegiance—a doc- 
ongmg tran sone by, an exploded doctrine, a doce 
trine which could not be niained in practice. 1t would bea 
deiestable course on the part of Great Britain, if she should 
aftemopt to enforce it, What had been her policy in years past? 
What was ber policy now? H wes to afford every encourage- 
i sp own colonies, it was trues 
y where, she induced her sub- 
indincorporate thenise]ves as 
communities: and if afterwards, she was to 
ah the traitors, it would be an act 
mostexecrable. He did did appie 
ticular difficulty, in the event 
oH the petitioners severally feel, 
andif it be practicable.to add to 
ion, he was sure there woul be a 
Sonate toafford further protec- 
ed to the Committee on the 


sine recolles 


cts to leave t 
vers of fo 


lsym 
urity by ar g 
ion on all sides of the 
"The petition was wen refers 


nted a petition from citizens of 
sing sume tribunal to te inter 


houra resort to arms; laid on the 


ary. 
WOODBRIDGE pre 


onal difficulues, W 


Me WALKER presented alditional documents in relation to 
the claim of Daniel Werner, for cone mation to 2 ces tain 
lands entered by him in bee Ouachita nd Oifice: referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. z 

Mr. BATES, from the Committee on T 
reports on the claim of Alexander Thom 


ranama, made adverse 
sun and the claim of 
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Asahel Kingsbury for pensions; which were ordered to lie on 
the table ard be printed. 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committeeon the Post Office and 
Post Roids, to which had been referred a resolution of inquiry 
into the propriety of extending the contract for transporung 
the mail between New Orleans and Mobile, reported a joint re 
solution providing for carrying out that object; which was read 
and ordered toa secoud reading. 

Also, from the samé committee, to which had been referred 
the memorial of the Chamber of Commerce of Charleston, 
pray ing the establishment 0: a mail ropte from that city to 

femphis, Tennessee, reported a bill for that purpose, entitled 
“an act to establish certain post roads; which was read and or- 
dered toa second reading. ` 

Mr, WALKER hoped the bill would be acted upon now. 

The bill was then taken up, asin committee of the whole; 
anda few remarks were made by Mr. WHITH of Indiana, in 
opposition to giving it preference over other propositions for 
mail facilities in the new States; and by Messrs. CALHOUN and 
McROBERTS in favor of the immediate passage of the bill, 
and showing that it was indispensable to enable the Postmaster 
General to cover the entire route by contracts soon to be let, 
who had approved the provisions of the bili, and informed the 
committee that its early passage would be a matter cf ecos 
nomy, 

‘The bill was then reported to the Senate, and ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. i 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, to which had been referred the resvlution instruct- 
jug that committee to inquire into the expediency of extend- 
ing the franking privilege to ex vice presidents of the United 
States, reported ajoint resolution to extend that privilege to 
the ex-vice presidents to the same extent that it is allowed to 
ex-presidents of the United States; which was read, and order- 
ed to a second reading. 

Mr. SEVIER hoped it would be read a second time then. 

Mr. SMITH was opposed io giving it precedence over: other 
business on the calendar. He would goas far asthe gentleman 
from Arkansas in favor of the resolution, but he saw no good 
reason for departing fromthe rule of business. 

Mr, SEVIER said, if the consideration of the resolution was 
postponed, it would not. be passed this session, 

5 Mr. ANCEN, made some further remarks, and thesubject was 
repped. ~ 

Mr. MERRICK made an adverse report on the petition of 
Beh M. Levenworth, praying indemnity for certain mail ser- 
vices. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, laid on the table for the pre- 


sent, 
APPORTIONMENT KILL. 

Mr. TAPPAN, on leave, introduced a biil providing for the 

apportionment of representatives among the severai States, 
according ʻo the sixth census. 
Mr, ‘TAPPAN called the attention of the Senate to the pro- 
piety of speedy actionon this bill, Many of the Legislatures 
were about adjourning, acd if this bil was not passed before 
their adjourmaent, there would have tobe an extra session of 
those Legislatures, which was too great a barden on the peo- 
ple, orno provision would he mada for the election of repre- 
seniatives under a new apportionment. 

Congress had been fa session four months, and no effort had 
been made in the other House to pass a bill of apportionment. 
He thought the Senate hat better pass the bill, and send it to the 
other House, as it was the only probable mode by which Con- 
gress could have early action on the subject, 

The biilwas then read, and ordered td asecond reading. 

Mr. ALLEN presented additional documents in support of 
the claim of the exeentorsaf Thomas Worthington; which were 
referred to the Judiciary Commitiec. . 

Oa motion of Mr. KING, the Senate took up the following re- 
solution, offered by him on yesterday, viz- 

Resolved, Thu! the President ef the United States be request- 
ed to cause to be communicated to the Senate if in his opmior, 
be not incompatible wiih the public interest. copies ef the 
correspondence which may have taken place between this Go. 
vermment or its diplomatic agents and the Government of Mex- 
, NOL previously communicated; and also copies of such in- 
sructions as may have been given to our diplomatic representa- 
tive at Mexico, 
` Mr. WALKER hoped no objection wonld be made te the 
adoption of the resolution. He had been absent yesterday, 
when the resolution was offered by his honorable friend from 
Alabama. It had been then stated in debate that the newspa 
pers of the day had attributed misconduct to our late Minister 
at Mexico. He was confident that it would appear that when 
the correspondeace with that Miaister was laid before the Se. 
nate, no just ground of compla attach to him. He 
was confident that it would appear thathe had acted in exact 
cznformity with special instructions, ansmitted by the Execn- 
tive; aud had he acted in a manner different from that he 
would have been compelled to act in direct violation of his in- 
structions. He thought inasmuch as the gentleman was well- 
sahighly hanerable, worthy, and excellent man, that 
s justice would not be withheld him, now that he was ab- 
, and therefore unabie to defend himseif. He asserted with 
nfitence, notonly from his own knowledge of his high honor 
acd integrity, but from the accounts he had received fram a 
rthy and highly intelligent citizen of the United States recently 
from Mexico, that, ag Minister, he was exact and konorab!e in 

canü that he had acted ia conformity with instruc- 
ght it was due as an act of justice towards that 
e character the attack had been made, 
th d be adopted, and the correspondence 
e laid before B, 
‘The resniusion was then adopted: 
Mr. ALLEN asked i w take up the resolution inira- 
duced by bhim a few wee alling upon the Secretary of 
the Treasury to report the effect of the distribution bill—what 
amount of new tax would have to be laid to supply the defici- 
ency in the Treas: strit 
would be rhea 
bution and conseq: 
wish to say another word on ihi 
tioan of the Senate in some way è 

Mr, CLAY said, by the gene 
his resolutions were made the 


people by 
Mr. A. sallit was not his 
ion but to have the ac- 
on ik 
rreace of the 
ar io day, and 
sred with by this 
seto debate. 


resolution, which, if taken up, might give ri 
Mr. ALLEN did not press his motion. 
>. ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 
Mr. KING remarked that he heretofore stated that he would 


ation, 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 


seek the earliest occasion to have taken up and disposed of his 
resolution to fix anearly day. for the adjourament of Congress. 
He would call it up to-morrow; and he gave this notice, that 
Senators might come prepared to vote on it. 

The resolutions of Mr. Preston, and the amendment of Mr. 
Linn thereto, which was under discussion yesterday, on the 
condition of the finances, was passed over informally. , 

The orders of the day being called, Mr. CLAY’s resolutions 
and Messrs. Wricut, Preston, and Rives’s amendments 
thereto, came up. on 

Mr. CLAY was sorry that the condition of the Senate was 
not greatly improved by the delay which he had requested, as 
he now found there were five or six Senators yet absent. Ie 
proposed to take up the resolutions in the order in which they 
are propased to be amended by the Senator from New York. 

Mr. WRIGHT said that the whole- subject having undergone 
a great deal of discussion, and a veriety of amendinenss having 
heen offered by the Senator from Virginia to the original reso- 
lutions, which amendments covered snbstantiaily the same 
ground as those offered by himself, he (Mr. Wricut) was in- 
duced to believe thathe should best discharge his duty, and at- 
tain the object had in view, by. withdrawing the amendments 
which he had offered, that the Senate might first act upon those 
offered by the Senator from Virginia, which so neariy resem- 
bled hisown in substance, and which he believed commanded 
more strength in that body than could be claimed for his own. 

Mr. CLAY observed that if the withdrawal! of the Senator’s 
first five ameadments was tobe entire, he would not object; 
butif it was for the purpose of trying an experiment on the 
amendments of the Senator trem Virginia, witha view ofagain 
brinzing forward the five now proposed to be withdrawn by the 
Senator from New York, he shouid certainly ohj if the 
whole ofthe Senators amendments were withdrawn, the diffi. 
culty could be removed, 

Mr. WRIGHT withdrew the whole of the amendments to the 
resolutions which he had offered, 

Mr. CLAY remarked that as the first of his#esolutions wes in 
order, he hoped the question would be taker on that, The re- 

solution was then read, as follows: : 

1. Resolved, Thatit is the duty ef the General Government, 
in conducting its administration, to provide an adequate re- 
venue within the year to meet the carrent/expenses of the year; 
and that any expedient, either by Joan of by Treasury notes, to 
supply, in time of peace, a deficiency of gevenue, especially dur- 
ing successive years, is unwise, and must lead to pernicious 
consequences, tog 

Mr. TAPPAN said that there ea words in the resoju- 


tion than were necessary, He therefore moved to strike from 
the resolution the words “in conducting its administration.”? 

Mr. CLAY had no objection to the ame 
agreed to, 

Mr. KING objected to the vote being taken first on th 
Jution, the ameidménts offered by the Senator from Virg 
being pending. The proper course, he said, would be to 
pose of them first. 

Mr. CLAY contended that the proper course was to take up 
his resolutions in succession, and vote on them, and to dispose 
of the amendments to each in- their order- 

Mr. KING explained his views of the proper course, as before 
stated, 

Mr. CLAY said as there wasno necessity to take a vote on the 
adoption of the resolutions in the aggregate, but as each had to 
be passed separately and distinctively, he could seeno necossity 
or propriety in voting on the amendments in the aggregate, 
He wished the second resolution to be taken up distinctly, and 
acted] upon, 

Rr. Rives’s amendments were then read. 

Mr. WHITE demanded the yeas and nays; which were or- 
dered. : p 

Mr. CLAY asked the Senater from Virginie whether the 
grants of land to the new States wereto goon, by which 509, 
UGO acres are given lo each of the new States? 

Me. RIVES explainedthat his object was to suspend all the 
provisions of the law relating to distribuiion; and, ashe srp- 
posed, the suspen: of thè operation of that portion of the 
law was necessarily included. 

AY thought the object ought to be expressly specified 
ndment. He therefore hoped the Senator would so 
rectify his amendmert. 

Mr. RIVES did not think it necessary to make the modifica. 
tien. The grants of land did nct relate to the matter of reve- 
nue, and therefore it was not necessary to make the specifica- 
I was a partof the principle of this measure which 
could subsequently, if necessary, be acted upon, revoking the 
grant of lands to the new States; but he considered that em- 
braced in the amendment he proposed. 

Mr. CLAY pointed out the distiscticn between the wording 
of the act and the amendmen . 

Mr. KING considered the subject of the grant of lands to the 
new States was not a matter properly within the scope of the 
resolution or amendment, both of whieh related alone to reve- 
nue, and amounted only to an expression of oniuion, thet the 
distribution ought to cease for the present. Ee thought it 
would be exceedingly improper tobiend the subjecisnow. He 
hoped sh te wonld be permitted to vots on the simple pio- 
position of the resolution and amendment. 

Mr. CLAY observed that al! he was desi 


dment; aud it was 


the sus. 
sponsion of 


TES observed that it seemed to him very evident that 
notwihsta what the Senator from Kentucky had said, 
there was noconnection between the subject of the 
lands to the new Siates, and the question of revenu 
he naked subject of the resolution and amendment. 
curred with the Senator, that these grants oug 
ed alsos-baz that should be Hone by a subsequent 
not consent to bring into his amendment any matter 
tinctively connecied with the ect of revenue. 
McROBERTS referred to 3 n ofthe aet autho- 
ing the suspension cf the distribution in the eventof war er 
of the 20 percent, of the compromise act bheing exceeded. Now 
he would ask, was it mntended by Congress that in these events 
the grants of lands to the new States should be revoked? Did 
not Congress vest these lands in the new States? and can Con- 
gress now resume the grants? Notif the decision of the Su- 
preme Court, twenty yearsago, is any authority, that the Go. 


pt an se Sao 
SE aal 
vernment, in mahing grants of lands, parted with the title, and 
cannot resume theland, Already had some of the States taken 
steps to select the lands. This grant is absolute, and beyond the 
contro} of the Government. . 

Mr. BERRIEN entertained now the same views he diẹ when 
the act was passed. But is reference to the question presented 
by the Senator from Virginia’s amendment, he considered it di. 
rected to two objects. first, in anticipation that Congress 
should transcend. 20 per cent. by the tariifto be imposed; and, 
second, the pledge of the public iands for any debt to be created, 
The first is unnecessary, as the provisions of the distribution act 
suspend the operation of distribution in the event anucipated, 
But the secoud proposition is cne to make anew disposition of 
the proceeds of the public. lands. On that points the ques- 
tion of power raised on the other side (by Mr. McRopgrrs) may 
be very aptly applied. Iereferredto law authorities, and then 
assumed that if the Government could not resunie the lands, it 
could not resame the proceeds of the lands. Putting this on 
the footing of the irrevocable nature of the grants, it was, & 
cenceived, equally applicable to the proceeds cf tbe lands; but 
ia the law itself there was a modification in relation to he 
proceeds of thie public lands, And, he asked, could not Con- 
gress resume this fund for the specific purposes pointed out by 
the act itself; but could it then dedicate the fund toa different 
purpose, namely, the payment of the pubsic debi? It seemed 
to him not. Congress had made a law with specifications, 
which rencered the amendment now proposed by the Senator 
from Virginia unecessary. The other object he was opposed 


LAA 

Mr. HUSTINGTON did not rise to discuss the subject at 
large, Asto the question raised by the Senator from Mlinois, 
(Mr. McRoserrs,} he wo not at present enter into it; bnt he 
would ask the Senator from Virginia what objection there 
could substantially be tothe modification ef his iesclution re- 
cogoising the principle he admits to ba righty that the grants of 
lands ought also to be suspended, He contended that tee words 
oi the Senator’s own amendment aiveady embraced the object, 
though not in terms sufficiently expices. The words were, 
that the Government wanted “all tbe sources of revenue on 
which it has been accusicoimed to rely;” and, he would ask, did 
not ‘ail the sources” include the proceeds of the granted lands 
as well as the proceeds of the sales of the lands by the General 
Government? 

My. RIV ES observed that it seemed to him that gentlemen had 
taken a strange line of argument. ‘They would find that the 
sion of the act was distinctive as to the suspension of the 
ibution; and cid not the Senator from Kentucky’s own reso. 
on relative to revoking that provision, assun:e that the ope- 
ration of the suspension would be equivalent tothe suspension 
of the whole distribution? He read the wordsof the distribu- 
tion act, to show that the suspension was specific as to the pro- 
ceeds of the public Jands, He referred to the arguments of the 
Senator from Georgia, to show that there was this difference 
between the object of his araei!ment and the provieion of the 
disıibution act. His object was to anticipate the necessity of 
interferivg with the compromise act. The Senator proposes 
to wait till the duties are raised beyond twenty per cent. He 
could not help sesing the effects of waiting; and to avoid that, 
wished toanticipate the necessity. He recalled the attention of 
Senators to that view of thecase, His opinion was, that if the 
land fund is restored to the Treasury immediately, there will 
be nonecessity to break up the compromise, Tis object was 
to preserve the compromise by restoring the land fund. 

Mr. BERRIEN explained ihat he had persed the act before 
he commented on ii, and he was as anxious to preserve the 
compromissas the Senator from Virginia himself, ‘Phe Sena. 
tor supposes that the compro tmust necessarily be bro. 
ken up, before the prov of the distribuon bill restores 
the land fund to the Trea . Thisbreaking upofthe come 
promise act was assumed on the ground that 20 per cent. was 
the unaherable limit ne compromizeact. Such was not his 
view of tnat act, for he conceived the economical wauts of the 
Government alone, limited the tarifauthorized by the compro- 
mise act. The distribution has not yet been made. There is 
ing i2 be given away till Jaly, and by tha: ume a new tariff 
bill will be acted upon. Itis evident, then, that che restoration 
of the land fand will not effect the immediate object of antici- 
pating the necessity of breaking up the compromise act. 

Mr. RIVES contended that it was a strange perseverance on 
the part of the Benator from Georgia, to still argue that his 
(Mr. R’s) amendment did not differ from the clause of resump- 
tion in the distribution act. Ile would refer tobisremarkeon 
aformer occasion in which he had shown that with ceriain du- 
ties, twenty-three millicns ofrevenne could be raised at 20 per 
cent. on a certain amount of imports; or at 25 per cent. on another 
amount of imports; which twenty-three millions, with the three 
mions from the proceeds of the public lands, would make up 
the twenty-six millions requiréd by the Senator from Kentucky 
to meet the expenditures of the Government. H the land fuud 
is not restored beforeband, this revenue of iwenty-six millions 
must be raised from duties, thus intringing on the compromise 
act, whereas the restoration of the land fund would render only 
twenty three millions necessary, 

Mr. WALKER said thet so far as the recall of the grant 
which had been made to the new States was concerned, the 
operation of any act for the repeal of the distribution act 
would, he beheved, be perfectly nugatory. Bu! whether nuga- 
tory or not, he would most cheerfuily vete for the repeal of the 
distribution bill; and as one of those representing in part one 
of the new States of the Union, he felt not the least apprehen- 
sion as tò the Hof those lands being effected by a repeal of 
bution bill. But as to the necessity fora repeal of the 
vution bil, there could be no auestion whatever, The 
ef the Government were at a discount of five or six per 
an became nec vy that all the available resources 

pplied to raise cur common country from the degra- 
dation into which she had fallen, and into which she appeared 
sink rand deeper. He concurred with the Senator 

"Or s in thinking that those grants of land to the news 
The honorable Senator from 
xo r ot the orig olutions, 
Lithem, not only is bis speeches upon ih , butin 
& report which accompanied a bill for diatri t which 
did not at that time pass, in H nts would 
he a violation of the trust reposed in the General Government 
by the cession of these lands, aud would be also a manifest 
injustice to the older States. Aa to whether they could be con- 
sidered gratuitous donations, te wouid the opinions of 
thet committee of which the Senator from Kentucky was a. 
member, and which reported a distribu-ion bill in 1886. Ilay. 
ing read a passage from the report, Mr. WaLKer continued 
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Now ifthe ground assumed by the Senator from Kentucky be 
correct, that these are purely gratuitous grants, then it must 
be owned that Congress had acted is direct violation of the 
trust reposed in them by the cession of the public lands. But 
he (Mr. WALKEN) would contend that these lands were not a 
gratuitous donation; they were granted on certain conditions 
and for specific purposes. They were granted for the express 
Purpose of being applied to internal improvements within the 
limits of the respective States; and that their immediate ocen. 
pation and settlement might render more valuable the residue 
of the lands, of which the Government continued to be the pro. 
Prietor. It wasa bona fide conveyance for a valuable consi- 
deration. It was not necessary, in order to make the convey- 
ance valid in a legal point of view, that the compensation 
should be in money; it was sufficient that an equivalent was 
stipulated, as that the individuals obtaining the owner. 
ship should make such improvements as would ren. 
der the remaining lands more valualle. Nor were 
these grants received as a gratuity, or unconditionally, 
on the part of the States themseives; they heid themselves 
answerable forthe performance of the conditions wluch were 
prescribed by the bill which made Ure grants. Andas faras 
they were concerned, the grants were fully executed, and there. 
fore could not now, with any justice or propriety, be reversed, 
They wereas fuily execntedas if the consideration had besn 
paid in dollars and cents. 


Mr, ARCHER delivered his views on the subject under dis- 


cussion, at considerable length, Aware of the exigencies of 
the Government and believing the necessity was inevitable of 
raising duties. past the 20 per cent. of the compromise act, he 
should vote for the suspension of the distribution. Thecon 
tingency of the provision which induced him to vote for the 
act, was now realized. The necessity existed for the restora- 
tion of the land fund, as provided for in the distribuiion act, and 
he'should therefore vote forit 

Mr. PRESTON cbserved that the distribution act of last 
session was intended as a system of disposition of the public 
domain, on the face of which were interwoven all the parts of 

“the system, and thereby they were made dependant on each 
other, The purportof the act was, as expressed in its title, to 
regulate pre-emption rig ats; but the main principle was to make 
a final disposition of the pubiic domain, He maintained that 
to the extent the act remaiued unexecuted, the grant remained 
under the control of the donor; but to the extent of the grants 
accepted by the grantees he cousideredl them revocable, If 
any new State has received its five hundred thousand acres of 
land, the grant cannot be revoked, but su long as the grants are 
not accepted or ate notin po ion they are Irrevocable. This 
fund has heretofore remained inthe Treasury for purposes of 
the General Government. ‘Che distribution relates to such fund. 
Upon the happening of a certain contingency, the restoration 
of the fundis provided for, Taking the equitable view of the 
matter, he could see no difference between the diminishing of 
the cevenue fund by the abstraction of the land fund and the dis- 
tribution of the iand itselfwhich produces the fund. Itseemed 
to him clear that ifone portion is resumed, all must be re- 
sumed,or there will be nojast principle ofaction. Why should 
the revocation be made to affect the seventeenold States, and 
not the aine new States equally? 

Mr. YOUNG asked the Senator from South Carolina (Mr. 
Preston] what would be the consequence, supposea State—l- 
linois, for instance~had selected her five hundred thousand 
acres of land, and during five years had made decdsto settiers 
of two hundred and fifty thousand acres, which thereby became 
located and settled: in the eventofa sut entact of Congress 
revoking the grant, how would these ticles be affected? 

Mr. PRESTON observed that in such an event, he would 
undoubtedly hesitate about the propriety of revoking at ail; 
but asa general principle, he supposed the condition of things 
alluded to would, in equity, cender the grant irrevocable. 

ile contended ihar the whole act of distribution was subject 
to the control of Congress, for it contained the express clause 
that.the act shali continue in furce, tili ciherwise provided by 
Congress. M 

In the present condition of the Government, every, possible 
source of revenue fred forthe Teeastury. “For that 


sumption should be entive,if atall, Tho act must be consi- 
dered as a sysiem; no State, he would suppose, would accept 
the stolen horse, when it had declined to take the price. He 
hoped it would be consid:-red that the whole act ought to be re- 
pealed. He would vote for the billof his friend from Missouii 
{Mr. Lryy]to repeal the act wheneveritcame up. 

Mr. RIVES regretted that such a difference of opinion should 
exist in regard to his resolutions. He thought the Senator from 


South Carolina was mistaken in his construction of the clause 
in the distribution act, relating to the contingency of the 20 per 
cent, being transcended. [fe referred to the act in -which two 
contingencies are specified; one in case the minimum price of 
3L 25 shail be decreased; and the other in case duties shall be 
augmented past 20- per cent. The word distribution, dwelt 
upon by the Senator from South Carolina, did not bear the con- 
struction he seemed to think; itrelaced to the proceeds of the 
public lands. He still denied that there was any connection 
between the subject of the grantsof lands and the question of 
revenue, the oniy question involved in the resolution and 
amendment. The course which this discussion had taken was 
entire'y unexpected by him. It had been without concert on 
his part, and not with any view of embarrassing the question 
to be decided on the Senator from Kentucky’s resolution. The 
understanding which he had with the Senator from New York 
(Wr. Wrient] this morning, was, that his [Mr Ws] amend- 
ments were first to be acted upon. The Senator had subse. 
quently chaaged the whoie course of proceedings by withdraw- 
ing thosz;amendments. ‘This was unexpected. 

The Senator from New Hampshire, and other gentlemen on 
his side, hadargued very plausibly, at least, if not convincingly, 
that the twenty per cent. of the compromise act need not be 
transcended if the land fund be restored tothe Treasury, and 
the imports should turn out to be in amount such as he had as. 
sumed. : ‘ 

I ı relation to the arguments of the chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Manulaciures, as to the claims of the friendsof the tariff 
system, founded on the clange in the compromise act relating to 
the home valuation, he had before said that he thought some 
concession was due to the manufacturinginterests, which might 
be adjusted by commuting the claim to 2 duty of twenty five 
percent, Bat he wouldsay to the fiiends of that system, that 
if they contemplate or persist in any course to coerze a higher 
duty than recognised in the principles of the compromise act, 
they will provoke a resistance which will lead not only to the 
entire defeat of their object, but to the hazard of the incidental 
protection they now enjoy. He wished to sce the compromise 
act preserved: he also wished tosce the distribution system pre. 
served, though temporarily suspended. He was aconservative 
—he meant inno party sense, for he was now no party mar: he 
merely thought of the country and its condition, and was anx- 
jous to restore its prosperity in whatever wey was most advania- 
geous and patriotic, no matter by whom proposed. 

Mr. SMITH of lasfiana obtained the floor, but expressed no 
wish to prolong the debate. He saw, from the nature of the 
discus-ion, that it would not be terminated this evening. He 
therefore moved that the Senate proceed to the consideration ef 
Executive business. 

The motion was agreed to, andthe Senate went into Execu- 
tive bus ness; and after some time spent therein, 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Twespay, March 29 1842. 

The Journal of yesterday was read aud approved. 

The SPEAKER announced the unfinished businessof yester- 
day to be the motion of Mr. Ruacx, (pending at the hour of ad- 
journment,) that the rnlesin relation to the order of business be 
suspended, for the purpose of enabling him to offer a resolution 
calling upon the President ol the Unite? States for information 
in relation to the case of the “Creole,” 

Mr. M. A. COOPER moved (Mr. Brack not being at the mo- 
ment in his seat) that the further consideration ofthe motion be 
postponed until to-morrow. 

Which motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WASHINGTON of North Carolina, on leave given, pre- 


“sented the petition of Miles Langley, praying for a peusion; 


which, on his motion; was referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tion ary Pensions, 
THE REVENUE. 

Mr. FILLMORE, from the Committee ofl Ways and Means, 
askelleave at this time to offer a resolation. 

Mr. KEIM said he objected to every thing that was out of 
order, 

Mr. FILLMORE hoped the resolution would be read for in- 
formation. 
the resolution wasread as follows: 
sitis provided by the act of Congress “to establish 
the Treasury Department,” approved September the 2d, 1789, 
“Chat it shail be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to di- 
gest and prepare plans for the improvement and management 
of the revenue and fer the support of the public credit, &c. to 
make report and give information io cither branch of the Legis- 
lature in person or in writing (as may be required) respecting 
all matters referred to him by the Senuie or House of Repre- 
sentatives, oy which shall appertain to his office, and generally 
to perform all su rvices relative to the Önances as he shail 
be directed tepe ok 


And wo 


L (He. Doc. No, 13.) siates 
‘clent to meet the wants of 
ine state of ih 


ate, to prt the country intoa respect- 
leso-cially lo support and strengthen 
the military mar appear to suggest the propriety of 
nerease of duties on articles, carefully selected ax, 
che amount shal] not bear hard on individuals, by timing 
omary enjoyments, nor opr range the gene- 
ness af the country, shall yet supply the Treasury, not 
ily or cxcessively, but yet reasonably andjusily, for 
eat purposes of national defence ” 
whereas the Committee of Waysand Means, by their 
ran, addressed, on the 26h of February, 1512, an official 
letter to the Secretary of the Treasury ia the foliowing words: 
SCommiTtes Room oF Ways AND MEANS, 
“February 26. 1842. 
“Sin: Tam instructed by the Committee of Wi and Means 
terequest you to communicate to them any p which you 
may have for raising the necessary amount of revenne for de- 
fraying th saf Government by an increase of ditieson 
importations, or hy auction duties on goods impvried, or other- 
ave on the sub- 
ject of home valuation, cash duties, a warehousing sysiem, or 
any other matters incidestaily connected with these subjects, 
and especially any information which can be afforded by your 
Depiriment as to the particular articles imported which will 
Des: bear an increase of duty, and the amount of such increase, 
“As the committee are now ready to take this subject under 


consideratien, they would be happy to receive your views:atag 
eariy a day as possibie, 
: “Respectfully, yours, : 
3 MILLARD FILLMORE, Chairman, &c: 
“Hon, WALTER FORWARD, EE bs 
“Sceretary of the Treasury.” Eo en 

And whereas the Committee of Ways and Means have ye- 
ceived no reply to the communication thus made; therefore” 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be required to 
communicate to this House the plans, views, information, and 
matters called for in the in the letter above mentioned from the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, p 

Mr. KEIM witadrew his objection. 

_ And the resolution being now before the House, and the ques+ 
tion being on its adeption— 

Te HING moved to amend it by striking out the pre- 
amble. * 

Mr. U. said it seemed to him extraordinary that the gentle- 
man from New York (Mr. FrLLmoRe] should make a speech 
here setting forth various extracts from papers. from the Tréa+ 
sury Department, and also from correspondence of his own, in 
the form of a preamble and resolution, He (Mr. C.) had no ob» 
jection to calling on the Secretary of the Treasury for informa» 
tion; but it seemed to him that this was neither a courteous nor 
just mode of introducing the subject. 

Mr. FILLMORE said that the preamble and was inserted for 
the purpose of showing the efforts which the Commitee of 
Waysand Means had made to obtain this infermation without 
troubling the House, and that they had been unsuccessful. And 
ifthe preamble was stricken out, the resolution would not in» 
dicate the information desired, 3 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky moved the previous question. 

And there wasa second, con 

Mr. CUSHING inquired af the Speaker if the resolution, bes 
ing a call for information, must not, by the ru’e, lie over? 

The SPEAKER said no; for the resolution had been received 
by general consent, , + 

Mr. CUSHING inquired whether that fact obviated the neces- 
sity of the resolution lying over. 

The SPEAKER said, where there had been universal con- 
sent, yes. 

Aull the main question (being on the adoption of the resolu- 
tion) was then ordered to be taken, 

Mr. STEENROw moved that the resolution be laid on the 
table. 

And the question being taken, the House determined that the 
resoiution should not be laid on the table. 

And the question recurring on the adoption of the resolu. 
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Nir, CUSHING raised the question of order that the re- 
ception of the resolutiva by common consent did not preclude 
the application of the rule that required the resolution to fie 
oyer. ’ 
The SPEAKER overruled the point ofordey. 

No appeal was taken. 

And the resolution was adopted. 


Mr. KENNEDY, of Maryiand, asked leave to present a potis f 


tion. 

Mr. KEIM objected, Kan S 

Hr. BARNARD asked leave, at this time, to give a change of 
reference to certain papers. 

Mr. KELIM objected. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr. ADAMS, referring, as the Reporter understood, to the 
time that had elapsed since he had had an opportunity of pre- 
senting petitions, remarked that he had pow 150 in his drawer, 
which he desired to present. Ife proposed, tierefore, in order 
to save Lime, that all the members should have the privilege of 
depositing all the petitions they might have, and that’ the 
Speaker should decide as to those which should be received'and 
those which came under the rule. 

Mr. SWENEY cted, f 3 

Mr. ADAMS movel a suspension of the rules, to enable him 
to make a motion to the effect stated. . 

And therules being suspended for that purpose, the motion of 
Mr. Apams was agreed to; and the House dete ined that petis 
tions should be handed in at the Clerk’s table, subject to the de- 
cision of the Speaker. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Indiana, moved that the House resolvo 
itself into Comauuecofthe ‘Ù hole on the state of the Union; 
bat waived the motion to enable . 

Mr. COWEN io subinit, by general consent, a motion that 
the Committee of Claims be discharged from the further const- 
deration of the communication from Messrs, Biair and Rives, 

cd to thar commitee. 

FO es piaiial the ground of the motion to be, that the 
committee could not dispose of the question involved therein 
without ne ting other wnportant matters. And he moved that 
the commuticauon be referred tothe Committees on the Judi- 

lary. g Na 
i My. BARNARD suggested the propriety of reference to ase. 
lect conimittee, g : 

Mr HOPKINS submitted that motion, 

Afiera brief explanation, the question was taken, and the 
communication was referred to the Committee on the Judi+ 
he question was then taken on the motion of Mr, Tuomr+. 
son of Indiana, and was agreed to. A 

THE LOAN BILL. * r 

So the Iouse resolved self into Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, (Mr. Wann. of New York, iu-the chalti) 
and resumed the consideration of the bill “for the extension or 
the loan of 1841, and for an addition of ñye millions: of de: ar! 
hereto. >? . 
ie. Finnaonn (under the direction. of the Commits of 
Waysand Means) had mored to amend the bill by adding there- 

w N as secnoa a: tic 
serene: her enacied. That the moneys.arising from du- 
ties on goods, wares and merchandise, which may be imported 
into the United States be, and the same are hereby pledged for 
the payment and redemption of stock herme i nee i uns 
der an4 hy virtue of this act, and the act of July 21, 1841, he by 
amended, and so much thereof as may be necessary to, fay 
intereston said stock, and redeem the same when due, ishereby 
appropriated to that object, to be any iby the Secretary of the 
Treasury (0 suth payment and res inn, ar ee 

Which said See eae hadmeved to amend hy 

i tothe following proviso: 

a ed, That it shali be the duty of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, if saidstock hereby directed te be issued shall at any 
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time, and as soon asit shall at any time, depreciate below par, 
to purchase and redeem the same. 

And ihe question being on the amendment to the amend- 

eni— 

Mr. COLQUITT commenced the debate amidst much con- 
fusion, but he was understood to. say ihatin hisremarks he 
should deviate from the course he had prescribed for hir f if 
he had addressed the commitiee last night. The remarks of 
the gentlemen who then addressed the committee had changed 
his design, and he took occasion to sey thai he believ-d the gen- 
temen who spoke. yesterday could not have devised any more 
successful method than the one they*had pursued, to destroy the 
public credit, to bring the Government into disrepute, to dis 
parage the public h, gudio prevent the negotiation of this 
joaa when this billshail have passed la consequence of those re- 
markshe should noi confine himselfso closely to the line which 
he bad marke i out for kims, and he should be glad, if amidst 
the conflicting interestsof this House he could de ins:vumental 
in patting them right, or if he could iaduce the gentlemen of the 
Whig party-to doas they did in their contest for power; to “agree 
to disagree.’ He asked those gentlemen to remember while 
they. were each atempiing to carry out their own peculiar pie 
judiecs, thas they at no time du that contest, nor inany paper, 
dared to publish tothe world ther political creed. He desned 
tham to remeniber that they were ihan prepared to connect ma 
terials t ost diametrically opp to each other for ihe pur 
pose of Collecting sirength by which to get into power; and now 
that. they tad succeeded by these means, they should ve pre- 
pare to follow thancan He bad heard some gentlemen say 
much of their eourage, oud one had remarked that if they feil 
they would mhi gloriously batiing for their principles under 
the fiz of 1849. vy he (Mr. Co.aurre) questioned ii tie 
geullemen would ever see their banner uf Lcd unfold agai 
if it were, be should desire to sve their principles in 
uponit. Burthis they had refused to do, and the 
of a {tee peup! not sufficient to cailthem out. 
without a declar f faiti they nominsted John T 
Harrisburg, and now they atempred to imprint “reas 
traitor”? on his brow. ‘Khe Wiig party used him forthe purpose 
of getting into power, and because he dared to adaere to the doc- 
irines of his youth, which bad been at a later period published 
boih in ths House and atthe other end ofthe Capitol, andia 
publio speeches elsewhere, they charged him ofbeing guilty of 
treason, and with baing a traitor lo the priiciptes of the majority 
that puthim inpowsr. Now his (Me. Conaurrt’s) remarks on 
thissubdjrct were ictende erely toshow thatthe people knew 
fullwell coathbe Whigs had no cause to quarrel with John Tyler, 
put they were willing that the bamo should attach to their "aci 
jag”? Presitent, as choy called him, which they anticipated, on 
discovering their inability to realize the relief which they mul 

romised. Thu quarrel was not on account ofany i 
in political creed, for the Whig party had no pri 
connoa, Ind aab was p ned that Har 
an anti Bank mitn; arel in Virgin 
lished fo die world that Harrison w 


ciples 


inst a Baak. Where: 
Bauk inen: wherever 
anti-Bankar 
wers 
Now whoa they we 
thé President and his Cabinet, he ed whot me 
extra session, save the Begok questoa, did tha Pre 
sanction? The gentlemen said that at every siep 
millstone around their necks; and they were, therefore, urne 
able t» do any Chivg; but the extra session had passed by, 
and four montis of the regwiar session had passed, and what 
measare had tho Whigs otrered to the President that he had 
refused to sanction? Could the President make laws? Could 
he mimre and pass measures of nement and reform? 
No; the majority in that Mouse must take the responsibility 
and the blaine, until they present same plan to the President 
which hs shall refuse to sanction. They had, then, no cause 
of quarrel with the Presiden When | wke of the Bink 
question, he dif not dutecd to allude partiewtarty to any one 
State; but he mizht observe thatin Georgiathe Wi 
the Bank to be open stion, aad with regard to fiorri- 
soi being a Bank man, they pronounced it to be false. It 
was denied bcfore the people of Georgia; and yet these same 
Whigs denounced the President as a traitoy,and damned hi 

putacion, because be differed from some of them on a qe 
on which they denied that Harrison agreed with them. Once 
for all, so far as his State was concerned, the Whigs came in 
very triumphandy. he Baok quesiion was an open oge be- 
fore and after the election. Buta portion of the representatives 
from Georgia felt absolutely instructed to go for a Bank, al- 
though they had denied it wasa question involved in the con- 
test at the time, Now, when the gentlemen again unfurled 


their flag, he boped it would be either inscribed with “prinsi- 
ples” or “no principles)” and if they should again succeed, he 
hoped they would not disgrace their flag by falling out afier- 
wards. 5 
i he ceatleman from North Carolina{Mr. RAYNER} was 
eman H i 


ly wrauiy, and fo that g .pply a 


iment, and 


it 


and vulg 
er mak 


of abus 
through ii 
[Mr CLAY.) y 
cept that ot 
One CONTE 1A 


y, the whole of tha 
train of ab of pudiic fu 
n supposed that he was w Rg against scme 
t measure did he oppose? He denounced the 


measure did he oppose? fice), 
RAYNER and Mr. 


narks were 
fies. Why fe 


gir? 


m ensged between Mr. 
COLQUITT, whic 

Mr COLQUE 
Carolina had corr 
had made refectic 
this natio 


his country. But before the TR ¢ 
made such charges against a high fauctionary of this Govern- 
maent, he ought to be well prepared tc sus:ain them. He Gir. 
Coreurrr) could oppese their measures, while he vin peu 
the men, and on measures he would fight as long as he had the 


power. Thegenileman from North Carolina was not satisfied 
with the position of the Whig pariy, but he consoled 
himself with the reflection, “whom the Lord love:h 
ke chasteneth.’ Now he (Mr. C.) would tell that gentleman 
that the Lord did not deal withthe Whig pariy in that way. 
The Whigs had promised great results—they announced that 
they were going to effect great reform—but they did not say 
how, They left the peopie to fad that out. They wanted uni- 
versal credit, and plenty of means and money; and, like Gene- 
ral Scout, they said, put us in first, and then we will show you 
how todo it; and perhaps nobody wanted money and credit 
more than the Whiz Administration. The honorable gentle- 
man then induiged In some remarks on the subject of Siate 
Rights, in reply to an observation made by Mr. Rayner, and 
likewise on some observations made in the cour fue debate 
by the same person, on the Creole case, and onh 
own disuict some years ago; but it was but an ac 
tion that could be ‘heard dis ly. He 


then can 


ent go for the bankrupt law? 
ra session, and forevery measure, with 
man could not then go home and tell 
r was as base as he had been re- 
deceived them, or, if he 
i y dear friend, during the 
country and told that he 
, then, are we to belicve you here- 


present 
should, his con: 
fast contest you went t 
was a iirsi rate m 


afier. The us nat to believe yor iben, 
while you were teii he w: rate man, 
and ought to be as wor the con- 

or the people, wil net 


fo Gir. Cor- 
rh Carolina m 
the speech 


you, or you will 
now pared w 


aod he shontd ma 
nan from Ind 


of the genti 
ung toge r 
a jittie poetry; he had been to 
Corarirr) scarcely ever heard more flowery abuse He had 
real to the committee a list of the votes of the Secretary of 

ute, but when were all those voles given? ‘Phe geni fi 
did not say these things in 1810, whea the Secretary of 


keto hear th: geneman 
na talk tothe people ou this subject, for tese votes 
were given as far back as 1816 and 1812." To should like to 
hear hin before the people whom he ad ed in the contest 
of 1840, and perhaps there might be amongst ther calm, de- 
liberate, thinking man who loves his country better haa party, 
ight say, “fe Democrats used to tej! usso, but you did 
at, then, do you abuse him jor since pe has been in the 

You now say every thing the Democrais said; 
nt him as vaw f eonfidesce, who 

ey anl the 
d the Demo 
at fooled ba 


nt, 
í ty bad done 

wats’ vrward 

honor of the Governmeal, they 
would have h { perty’s support. The De- 
mocrats had be the delay, but could he introduce 
a privaie bill, without being overruled oy the Whig majority? 


nf 
an from North Cazoiiua he had said be wanted to 


and procee 
littie mo e tł 
with good me: 


i arl he 
did n? gihe peopleot No 

they s e pea ey could dy nothing, Let 
measu 22 within the Constitution of the country, 


come up to them; until they did ee 
ere the odium should fall. 

sure before them. ‘The other day when 
è committee, it was his intention to have 
ut they ought not to pass ths loan bill un- 
s a permanent findsetaside to meet the debt er 


andthe De us would 


dit of Every year the debt 
must be mereased. Now where was the patriotism, or the 
love of country—where was the man man who believed it 
to be good policy, or just, or wise, to take $100,009 and give it 
away when the Treasury isin wantofit Public credit was 
fallen prostrate, and soins gentlemen appeared to thick the Pre- 
sident was guilty ofa very great crime when he recommenced 
the repeal of the law providing for the distribution ofthe pro. 
ceeds of the public lands; bat. the money was wanted 
here, and be was prepare to meet his share of the 
sibility of such aa act. He would then u q 
Hi at every step; but he was 

w away millions of mon 
thus paving the way for the impo 
on ths people, who were already suffer 
tdo it; he would not. The 


ional burdens 
Other gen. 
text of this loan was 

It would open the 
ew, butit would fail to 


if she umes 
A avery 


were such ti 
Jand, stich roghi be the c 3 n men could 
hardly prov fh lyves w d. aud when the humblest 
clothing was all that they could afford, to say that the increase 
of duties we increase the revenue was a miserable fiction 
Let them repeal the distribution law—ler them undo what had 
been done to the injury of the country. Tho honorable gentie- 


arise ei 


man pursued this subject at some length, and concluded with 
an appeal to the House to come up, hand and heart, to 
swrengthen the Government, and relieve the country. 

Mc. SHIELDS, after a few remarks net heard by the Re. 
porter, Went on to say that it was with the utmost aversion that 
he ever alluded or made the slightest approach to party 
topics on that Boor, and that nothing was more disgusting to 
hun, under any circumstances, than to mingle in party strife, 
orto indulge in criminationgs gad recriminaguns, and an un- 
statesmanlike and unphilosophic discussion of qnestions in 
which the wholecountry, the minority as wellas the majority, 
the paris as well ag the @hoie, were equally interested. He 
must confess that he yesterday felt a strong disposition to get 
the floor after the gentleman fron North Carolina (Mr. RAY- 
ner] ecneluded bis remarks. If he had succecded, he would 

zobably have diverged from the course now marked out for 
imself, for the purpose of repelling the imputations cast by 
that centleman on the party to which he belonged. These im- 
putauonsef artifice and deception on the part of the Demo- 
party, and charging them with holding out delusions to 
the Chief Magistrate, he considered altogether gratuiious and 
unounded. He felta disposition to submivto the country the 
true attitude in which that party stood to the Chief Magistrate, 
and had he succeeded in geting the fluor he would have occu- 
pied a part of his allotted time in a refutation of tha! part of the 
gentleman's argument; but the gendeman from Georgia [Mr. 
CoLaurrr} who got the floor had done ii so effectually, that he. 
leave the gentloman from North Carolina there, and con. 
mself to the question be fore the commitiee. . 

The bill uader consideration was for the purpose of com. 
pleiing the loan authorized ihe last session of Congress, 
aparcof which had been negotiated, and to add to it an addi- 
tional joan of five miliions of dollars, making together sume. 

i vi dollars. The amount of 
n could not be much short of 
the funded debt, wauld ameunt to 
Sould the roan be negotiated, 


wy netes ne 
ten millions, which, added 
twenty-seven mulions of 


Je did noi know what proportion of this Joan would Be ap- 
prop’ to the liquidation of outstandivg Treasury notes; 


but he believed thatit would require the whole of the Joan, as 
well as the revenues from the cuss, to meet the ordinary 
expenditures of the Government. ‘ine biit n was to com- 
piste the loan now authorized by the act of the last session, 
and to add to it five millions of dolars; apt ine first cen- 
sideration presented was, could tke loan be negoueted in the 
money market. ‘Two things were essential to enable the Go- 
vernment to negotiate this loan on sonabie and moderate 
terms. First, it must be known that the resources of ihe Go- 
vernment, from its income and hs power to levy taxes, are 
bound, and ghat they are adequate to meet the engagements 
it may enter into; and, secondiy, there mustbe a dona fide 
disposition and a firm determination manifested on the part 
oi those having the administrauon of the affairs of the Go- 
vernment, to apply ihem to the fuitilment of their obligations, 
‘bhese considerations, Mr. 8. said, were necessary to ihe esta- 
biishment ofa sound credit; and without such credit, and with 
out astrong confidence ie the disposition of the Government to 
appropriate its resources to the redemption of its obligas 
tions, it was impossible that locns cf money coukl be nego- 
tiated. No one could doubt the resourcesof the conntry. Tts 
power to levy taxes; a population of seventeen millions of en- 
terprising and industrious citizens; a wide and fertile terri- 
tory, with wealth and resources in abundance, afforded the 
most indubitable evidence that it could, by proper means, place 
i:scredit on the most firm and secure fondidan But how 
was itas to the application of these sources of credi? What 
had been the policy of this Goverament for the last two or 
s? Where was the evidence showing the honest 
rmination on the part of this Government to redeem 
the faith which it has plighted to its creditors? Point out the 
fact which went to show to the world a willing disposition even 
to fulfil its o one. 

The biil under consideration, connected with the policy of 
the dominant party, showed no such disposition, but, on’ the 
contrary, it showed a Jerry Diddier disposition to borrow all that 
it could without the slightest idea of Payment. The Govern- 
ment was now in the condition of the needy and improvident 
spendihrift, who, having exhausted his resources, alient appe- 
tens sui profusus, was reduced to the necessity ofresurting to 
some other means of obtaining aloan than by his discredited 
notes, and must pledge some tangible property in order to ob- 
tain the necessary supplies. It was with Governments as with 
individuals; when they have exhausted all their resources, they 
are unabte to obtain further su pplics withous adequate securily, 
The Government was now in this situation. Is Treasury 
notes were now under par inthe marketand were sinking dai- 
ly. It had attempted to obtain money on its bonds and had 
failed to obtain it by such means, because there was a want. of 
confidence in the policy of those who have the administration 
of public affairs, In order to obtain money, said Mr, S. you 
must approach capitalists in the way of an individual who is in 
alike situation, You must tender something Uke a sacred 
pledge to guaranty the payment of the interest and the redemp- 
tion of the principal within a reasonable t Now in the bill 
under consideration there was no such pledge, except that inde- 
faite one of the faith of the Government to be given on the face 
ofthe bonds. There was just such a pledge in the loan here» 
tofore anthorized and which had failed, and just such a pledge 
inthe Treasury notes which were depreciating in the market 
It was the mere mockery of a ple and not at all caleu= 
lated to secure the confidence of the country. Not only 
was tl fect in tas Ll in this respect. but there was a 
difficulty er everal policy of the country so far 
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application ofsuch resources to sustain the public credit as the. 
overnment has at its command, and which would materially 
contribute to that desirable result. He. alluded to- the revenue 
derived from the sales of the publiclands. Was it atall sur- 
prising, then, that capitalists refused tu confide.in the Govern: 
ment which refused to pledge the means-it had at its command? 
Was it atall surprising that the folly and impolicy of attempt- 
ing to borrow money unaccompanied by any pledge or guaran- 
tee forthe redemption of either principal oy interest, unaccom- 
panied by any general plan of revenue adequate-to the wants of 
the Government, and at a time, too, when, bya combination of 
circumstances, ¿the credit of the cougtty was shaken to- 
its foundations, should fail. to -succeed?, The failure 
the States to redeem «heir ob- 


_ ligations had prostrated credit; and this attempt to borrow mo- 


r 


ney under such circumstances would prove to be instrumental 
in the destruction. of whatever credit remained; and this, taken 
in connection with the short sighted policy of the dominant 
party to which he had alladed, was enough to destroy the con- 
fidence of capitalists in the pubiic stocks. You must, said Mr, 
S. rewace your steps if you expect to resuscitate the credit and 
finances. of the Government. The majority in this and the other, 
branch of the Legislature must recall the sand fund; must in- 
trdduée order and economy in the administration of the finances; 
myst establish'a permanent and adequate system of revenne; 
and above all, must inspire those who have money with a con- 
fidence not only in their ability {0 redeem the obligations they 
may enter into, but a confidence in their honest’and firm pur- 
pose to apply their resources to the payment of their debts, in- 
terest and principal. Sir, your capitalists, not the holders of 
worthless bank paper, but the real capitalisi—of the country; 
those who have accumulated real and bona fide capi- 
tal by ‘frugal and industrious habits—will be loth to part 
with’ their money. unless on terms that will . guaranty 


the punctual payment of intercst and the redemption of the. 


principal at a stipulated time as well assuch profit as the state 
ofthe market warrants them in demanding. ‘fhe same de- 
gree of prudence and sagacity which they have exercised in 
the accumulation of their fortunes must influence them in 
their transactions with Government stocks, Hence the 
diffiulty which arbiwary Governments have always expe- 
rienced: in getting money from persons of such description. 
Ashe remarked before, the analogy between a borrowing Go- 
vernment anda borrowing individual was complete, and that 
to obtain the confidence of money Jenders,a Government must 


_ pursue the same means as an individeal would under like cir- 


cumstances. If it appears that a Government is remiss in ap- 
plying the meansat ita command to the payment of its obliga- 
tions, it will be found that its credit wiil'depreciate and it will 
experierice great difficulty in obtaining money. There was 
another consideration appertaining to the subject, of vastly more 
importance than.any he had enumerated, and which no gentle- 
man had ag yet adverted to. It was principally for the purpose of 
noticing this branch of she subject that he had endeavored to get 
the floor this morning. He was convinced that the Government 
must retrace its steps, and that the revenues of the Government, 
however highthe duties might be imposed, would be inade- 
quate to provide for its wants, without a reform of the curren- 
cy. k would be necessary to provide not only for the accumu- 
lating interest on this loan, ut to establish a sinkiug fund for 
its gradual and tinal: extinction, -and all that the Government 
could realize from the customs would not be more than suffi- 
cient for its ordinary expenditures. A tariff of thirty per cent. 
woutd notyiek! more than thirty millions, and notwithstanding 
all the professions of economy, retrenchment and reform, of 
which they had heard so muchand seen solittle, he ventured 
toassert that our expenditnres would not fall short of thirty 
millions annually. A high tariff would not be so certain toin- 
crease the revenue, for a tarit might be made so high as lo de- 
feat (he objectin view. Butsuppose the Government did re- 
trace. its steps and gave sufficient evidence that there would be 
a wise and prudent administration of its affairs. Could you 
then borrow the money? In the outset he remarked that two 
things were essential to enable Government to borrow money 
on reasonable terms. The first wasa confidence on the part of 
money lenders in its ability ta pay its debts; and second, in its 
honest disposition to appropriate the means within its reach to 
the payment of its obligations, There was, however, a third, 
requisite which he was now going to advertto, There must be 
a sufficiency of real capital in the country—consisting in gold 
and silver coin, to perform the legitimate funstions of a mrene 
lating medium and employed in the business of the country, 
however good the credit of the Government may be. Specie 
was the only real capital, and was the only substance known, 
trom the tima when the memory of man ran not back to the con: 
trary, whichin pease and war served as an acknowledged 
and stable standard of value. The day was fast approaching 
when the important truth would faster itself oa the minds of 
the people of this country, thata goldand silver cirrancy, both 
for the Government and the people, was not only essential to 
the business of the country, but was most essential as @ means 
of national defence. i 

After some further remarks, Mr. S. said he would suppose 
that the Government change:l its policy entirely; that it re- 
pealed the distribution bill and didall that was necessary tè fn- 
spire capitalists with a confidence in its inclination and ability 
to comply with its engagements; an he would further suppose 
thatit was then found impossible to aegotiate.tha stocks of the 
Government even at an interest of 8 per cent. Would that ar- 
gue that the credit of the Government was at alow ebb, or that 
the want of it prevented the negotiaion of the loan? By no 

eans, A 
mia consequence of the breaking up of the credit system, the 
operation of the bankrupt act and other causes,a vast amount 
of property was forced into the market, and sales were making 
at ruinous rates, and this state ofthings was progressing. vs 
pitatists were waiting for opportunities to make bargains and 
anticipated greater profits than they could make by invest- 
ments in Government securities. Noone could fail to perceive 
that such a state of things existed at this time—that fnstead of 
there being a difficulty of raising money, or rather a scarcity of 
it, thore was an immense amount of money to be sacrificed at 


ruinousrates, and capitalists were waiting to take advantage of 
it. This state of things was indicated by what was, called a 
tightness in the money market, and the consequence. of it was 
that capitalists-found it-more profitable to hold up their: money 
in erder to-make purchases of property at a-sacrifice, than ‘to 
invest itin Government stocks at a rate of interest. This state 
of. things was the result of the credit system, which once had so 
many. blind advocates, and. which was now abandoning its 
dupes and victims to the ruin it had brought on them: The 
credit system was the offspring of the paper money. system, 
which was now expiring, after havinginflicted the most incal- 
culable evils on the country. If the banks in the first instance 
had been deprived of the power of issuing their paper credits 
as money, and of loaning them out as such; and if the’ recipi- 
ents of their favors had been-deprived of their power of lending 
out again these paper credits at higher rates of interest, then the 
indebtedness of thecommunity would be ten times less than it 
is. If these banks‘had been prohibited from lending any thing 
but rea! capital, so vastan amount of improvident Joans would 
not have been made. to persons without resources, either. from 
property or theavails of their industry, and the consequence 
would have been that very few. of them would have become 
insolvent. i 

Mr. 8. then went on to show the mischievous results of the 
credit system, andthe evils consequent upon the circulation of 
bank paper credits, instead_of the constitutional money of the 
country. Another difficulty was most forcibly presented and 
existed to a fatal extent in the country. at this time, You are“ 
required, said he, by the Constitution, to recognise nothing as 
money but gold and ‘silver; and such is the. Democratic doc- 
trine: All agreed that they could not, constitutionally, recog 
nise any other kind of money than gold and silver, and that 
which was equivalent to it. You coud not, said he, sell your 
bonds for depreciated paper; and ifyou do notde so, where are 
youto go for yourloans? Inthe middie States, the southern 
Siates, and the southwestern States, the banks were all in a 
state of suspension. However much floating capital there 
might be, it was in the form of paper money, and Government 
could not invest its stocksin it. Such was the state of things 
in at least two-thirds of the country. What would be the con- 
dition of the country,if war should take place? Mow could it 
raise money to meet such an exigency without paying rninous 
rates of discount? During the last war, the. Government was 
compelled to take this kind of currency, and lost, in conse- 
quence, upwards of forty millions of dollars, as was shown by the 
report of Mr. McDuffie on the subject. It was seen that the effect 
of such a currency on the business of the country wasto keep 
goldand silver coin out of circulation; andas a further conse- 
quence of it, not ouly was the Government cut off from obtain- 
iog loans in that section of ihe country where the banks were 
in astate of suspension, but by being compelled to resort to 
that section of the country where specie circulated, 
it exhausted the money market, and made it the inte. 
rests of that portion of the country to oppose the Joan. 
Have gentlemen, said Mr. S. considered this subject fully? Did 
they not see the effect that this condition of the currency had on 
the finances of the Government at this time?. Did they hot see 
the great difficulties in which we were involved while “under 
the necessity of borrowing money. This subject had not. been 
sufficiently considered by politicians. We were yet suffering 
from the effects of the policy which gave np the control of the 
currency to banks and bank financiers, and stillit was proposed 
ag a cure of these evils, to modify this paper system by the esta- 
blishment of a grand exchequer bank, with still greater power 
to expel gold and silver, than that possessed by the iniquitous in: 
stitutions which have exploded. As if the country had forgot- 
ten the distress inflicted by theexpansionsand contractions of 
the late National Bank, which, in 1820, was only saved from 
ruin and disgrace, by the then Secretary of the Treasury, Mr. 
Crawford, and when it was unable even to furnish the transfers 
of the Government, instead of being able to regulate the ex- 
changes ofthe country! As if we had forgotten the experience 
oftha.country under the extravagant expansions and discounts 
of this Bank from 183040 1836. As if we had forgotten the history 
of the Bank of England, the most powerful bank that ever ex- 
isted, and that had done more to oppress and grind down the 
miserabie, half starved population of England, than any other 
cause whatever, whilst its paper fluctuated at from five to forty 
percent. As ifthe paper system did not exist as well without, 

nha National Bank atits head; and as if it was not the cha- 

ic of this paper system, under whatever form or modi- 
fication itis shown in, to banish gold and silver from cirenla- 
tion, It wasthe same system under every form in which it had 
existed, whether with or without a National Bank, and ihe 
greatest evil of it was the substitution of paper for gold and 
silver, and the power it gave to the makers of this paper to set 
the laws atdefiance. To this sta’e of things we must learn to 
attribuic all the embarrassments that new affect the finances 
of the Government, and ali the evils that now hung so heavy 
on the community. It was the insufficiency of capital, and 
the absence of specie capital from the circulation of the coun- 
try, which brought about the inabiliry of Government to bor- 
row money. The necessity of selling the Governments bonds 
below par was one ofthe fruits which this system had brought 
on one of the wealthiest, most productive, and most civilized 
people in the world. Mr. S. afier taking a view of the dis- 
tress in which the country would be placed in case of a war, 
while this paper system continued, urged the necessity of abo- 
Hshing it and returning to the constitutional currency of gold 
and silveras the surest means of national defence. He further 
showed the imperious necessity of resusctiating the public cre- 
dit by pledging the public lands for the redemption of the pub- 
lic debts, and by establishing an adequate system of revenue, 
after bringing down the expenditures of the Government to an 
economical standard. He avowed his opposition to the propo- 
sition of the Committee of Ways and Means, to sei the bonds 
of the Government below par, and that he could not vote for 
the loan uniessa sufficient guarantee was given for the redemp- 
tion of principal and interest. 


Mr. McKEON adverted to the circumstances of the last elec- 
t'on, the cry of “change,” “change,” that had been rung through 


the country, and the elevation of the present Adminisiration to 
power, aad appealed to allif since that time it had rot been 


ee 2S. —Votume iie : 


“taxes” “taxes,” In cartying on a system of tax: 

A 1. ONN á n SELE on 

is to oppress the people, were they not to look golely at one 
ject,-viz: What are the wants of the Government? what’ sha 


be the-expenditure of the country? 
told them thatin the present condition‘of affairs it was-aot only 


necessary to increase this. loan in. amount,’ but in jtaaerm of . 


years. it was a time when ihe credit of Government had D 
‘sinking since the close of the last Administration. -He was 
to examine the causes of it; but that was the fact, there wai 
deficit inthe revenye. Great Britain and France were “both ire 
the market trying to borrow ‘money; New. York city and State 
were also asking to borrow money; all with goad: security. 
And atsuch a time the Government of the United States stepa 
forward and asks its Representatives to authorize the contract- 


ing of a loan to carry-on its affairs, What was the present , 


situation ef the United States?” ‘Theit credit had been impaired 
by the Jarge amount ofappropriations made within the last two 
years, and particularly within the last year. Under the Admi: 
nistration of the country the revenue was far exceeded by the 


expenditures; and the distribution bill had come in to. add its. 


weight to the falling credit of the country. The notés. of Go» 


vernment were now: protested, and the endorsers of them were 


being sued for their amount. ` 


This was the condition of a country of seventeen milliéns-of 


people, with all their industry, activity, and capital—born 
down, in debt, and standing disgraced, rat only-for the non-pays 


` ment of national, but of State arid individual obligations, Theae 


were the difficulties, They must.look them all in the face,and 
see their position Genuemen’said we had paid off ow Revo. 
lutionary debt, That was true; it was core while-a spirit of 
economy and retrenchment prevailed throughdut the gountry, 
During the last ten years, under the operation of the credit. Sye: 
tem, a epirit of speculation had prevailed, and the States.had 
been making improvements, from which they realized no réves 
nue. We now had the public creditor thundering atour dodra 
asking vs to pay him one hundred cents on the doltar for our 
promises, for which, inthe market, no man would pay more 
than ninety-five cents. | ' 

It was a most lamentable state of things, He said it with 
sorrow. What had come on he country?. What curse, w 
blight was on it, that here the pledge of the common Union, the 
sovereign pledge, wassinking? The gentleman from-Kentucky 
(Mr. Unperwoop]}had told him that he had on his table.the 


memoranda of a contractor of the amount of discount behag - 


lost, as he had paid out Treasury notes; and that he was hereaf+ 


ter going. to demand.thatamount of loss of the Government.of ` 


the United States; and he, Mr, McK, knewof no rule of tight. 
which should prevent him from demanding a hundred cents on 
every dollar of the Government’s promises, BG re 
Mr. McK. referred to the President’s last messege, in which 
it ja stated that the evils now surrounding the Government 
have not resulted from the present Administration, &c. He 
would ask the President’s friends, in no spirit of uokindness, 
whether the charge was true? What was‘ the state of the 
Treasury onthe 4ih of March las? What was the amount of 
public debi? i 
session, in which the amount was stated from the. Treasury Dea 


at the presenttime? In that debt were several old debts; among 
which he mentioned one of $1,600,000 for the District of Co- 
lumbia. Ife read from Mr.. Wooddury’s last report io Cons 
gress relative to the thenstate of the finances, and sald ‘either 
that he (Mr. W.) was mistaken, or there must be something uns 
kind in the Presideat’s declaration jow, . He said thatno debt 
ofa permanent character was contracted during the past Ad- 
ministration. He also referred to. Mr. Van Buren’s jast mes< 
sage, to show that he had left no ‘debt when he went out of. 
power, : x 

: He then came back to Mr, Forward’s statement of $8,000,000 
debt on the 4th March Jast. Take from this the debt for the 
District of Columbia, thesmall debts the time of the payment 
of which was not known, and the amount of Treasury notes at 
that time paid in at the custom-houses, and by nomeans could 
the debt exceed $5.500,000. That was the, condition of the 
country on the4th March. He asked the friends of the Presi- 
dent to explain this. At the last regular session it was pros 
posed to give the coming Administration $5,C00,000, to be ex- 


pended afier the 4th March; and that amount was given tosave : 


the necessity of an extra session. That, he should thirk, would 
fairly be an’ offset against this $5,500,000 debt. 

Within the first month of Harrison’s administration he is» 
sued a proclamation that the embarrassments ofthe country Yes 
quired the attendance of the Representatives here on the 3ist 
May. They convened; andhe then expected a full. statement 
ofthe accounts of the Treasury. They were then told‘that 
$12,000,000 would be sufficient to carry the Government out of. 
itsdifculies. That was given; and, while they were borrows 
ing money, a most serious mistake was made of giving’ away 
the land fund. The tariff was also raised.’ When they: came 
here at the commencement of this session, application was 
made for $5,008,000 of Treasury notes; and now they: were 
told that they must increase this loan, and fund a debt.of eigh* 
teen or twenty millions more. He asked the friends of the Ad 
ministration whether this was justly chargeable to the past Ad: 
ministration? 5 

Unlike every prudent man in the world, this Government, als 
though in diffieulty, was determined to pursue a system of.ap- 
propriationa altogether beyond its revenue. | With a revenue 
decreasing, a Goverament credit sinking, and. a Government 
borrowing, they had now a proposition toincrease the civil and 
diplomatic expenses and the expenses ofthe army and navy. 
They must retrace their steps to-restore ‘the country to. pros- 
perity. Here was $25,000,000 asked for as the necessary ex 
penses of the Government. ‘Where was this to come from? 
Gentlemen said, taise the tariff.. ‘They seemed to think: there 
was a magic about a custom-house.. The revenue would not 
come from that source. The sales of foreign goods were 
greater when banking facilities were afforded, and had dimi- 
nished with the disorders of the country. If they increased the 
rate of duty, the consumption would be less, and the revenue 
would not be increased as anticipated. ile asked gentlemen to 
explain the operation of these things, when they come 10 sag 


‘The mojority_on this foor : 


Je referred to Senate document No, 91, of this , 


partmentat $8,000,000, Was that chargeable on. the past Ads : 
ministration? And could it fairly be made a subject of censure 


w 


the tevenye would be increased by raising the duties. The ta- 


yiffwould not doit, Gentlemen:had said, take back the public: 


lands: -He believed this would ia a great measure tend to the 
restoration of the credit of Government, -although it would :not 
give sudden andimmediate relief. They had to suit themselves 
to the want ofexpansion of the curreacy, a-want of. disposition 
touse imported articles, and te the falling off of the proceeds of 
the publft lands. vi : ed coe 
What was the remedy which he would: recommend, he had 
heen asked! He wouldtell, The State of New York had come 
up.to -direct taxation, and its credit was. better in Wali. street 
than that. of any. other State, and he ‘prophesied: that, before 
, ninety days, the stocks of that. State would ‘beat par, Here- 
ferred to these things:to show—and-he spoke only for himsel{— 
that we could get through these difficulties, and come out with 
flying colors, Could. we get the money- -by this loan abroad? 


He had been credibly informed that while tae stocks of Spain, ` 


which he believed had not paidany interest ‘for twenty years, 
were ‘sellingin market in London, ours: would notsellat all. 
Was there any probability that we coull get par for the United 


States stocks, when Ohio stocks were sold for fifty cents, and” 


New York city stocks at ninety-seven or ninety eight. 

In'additionto this was the alarming condition of our foreign 
affairs. He was no believer in Lord Ashburton’s mission; it 
would end in nothing, - ~ 

“It was necessary to approach the present state of affairs ina 
spirit of patriotism. He looked on the pressnt bill as one which 
would check the march of liberal principles. Every cent they 
addéd-to the burden of the people of the covatry was a check on 
liberal principles. j 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia, said he felt a particular desire in 


consequence of allegations made by gentlamen on the floor of” 


the deep indebtedness of this Governmer : at the commence. 
mentof the present Administration, to recur to the facts; and, 
by reference to the reports ofthe late an | present Secretary 
of the Treasury, Mr.Ewing and Mr. Forwar.4, proceeded to show 
the amount of debt left by the Adwinissration of Mr. Van 
Buren, by means of comparing the agzreyate expenditure of 
Government during that Administration with the income for 
the time. The former the report showed to be $115,614,000, 
and the latter $110,737,000, showing an amount of indebted- 
neseJeft by that Administration of about $4,877,000, and this 
he conpldered, a mode of computaticn that-could not be dis- 
uted. : . 

p He then adverted to the charge made by the gentleman from 
North Carolina [Mr. Sraniy] that the appropriations during 
Mr. Van Buren’s Administration had exceeded the estimates, 
agg proceeded to argue at some length, by reference to docu- 
ments, the falsity of this charge. We also referred to Mr. 
Ewing’s report, and to the report made ta. the Senate this ses- 
sion. from the Treasury Department, to show the amount of 
public debt at the commencement of this Administration; from 
all which he concluded that that amount was but little more 
than four millions, 

’ He then, at some length; examined the manner of conducting 
the finances adopted by the present Administration, charg- 
ing. the Whig party with abandonment of their principles, 
disregard of their professions of economy, and, while the reve- 
nue was constantly decreasing, with an increase of expendi. 
tures over the latter years of Mr. Van Buren’s Administration, 


Boe, ; : 

An the course of his remarks he yielded the floor to Messrs. 
STANLY and Fru More for explanations, 

Mr. CUSHING, at twenty. minutes past five, obtained the 
floor, and yielded it to a motion by— = 

Mx. WISE, that the coommittee tise. 

Tellers were called, and the members favorable to the motion 
filing off cautiously and thinly— 

Mr. WISE, by concurrence of Mr. Cusaine, withdrew the 
motion that the conmnittee rise, [there being now about sixty- 
five members present, and no quorum having been in the Hall 
at any time since a qaarter before two o’clock.] 

“Mr, CUSHING then proceeded with his remarks, and cons 
cluded at a few minutes before eight o’clock. 

Mr. ATHERTON obtained the- floor. 

The committee rose by a vots of ayes 50, noes 22 [no quo- 
rum,j and the House adjourned, : 


IN SENATE, 
Wepnespay, March 30, 1842. 

_ Mr. WHITE of Indiana took the chair by invitation in write 

ing from the Presrpenr pro tem. who is confined to his room 

by indisposition, { 

‘The CHAIR laid before the Senate a communication from 
the War Department, in compliance with a resolution of the 
Senate, giving information on the subject of the hydrographic 
survey of Lake Michigan; which, on the motion of Mr. TALL- 
MADGS, waslaid on the table, and ordered to be printed, 

The CHAIR also laid before the. Senate a commmnica- 
tion from Thomas Carbery, and other grand jurors of the county 
of Washington, in the District of Columbia, showing the neces- 
sity of certain amendments to the criminal code for this Dis- 
trict; which was referred to Ut Committee on the District of 
Columbia. 

Mr. GRAJIAM presented to the Senate a memorial from the 
State of North Carolina, relative to the arsenal being erected 
near the town of Fayetteville, North Carolina, and asking a 
small annual appropriation to carry on that work. Mr. G. 
made some remarks showing the importance of establishing 
that arsenal, as a matter of defence: referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs, 

Mr. ARCHER presented a memorial from the armorers at. 
Harper’s Ferry, complaining that the military superintendence 
ofthat establishment which has been established uuder the pre- 
sent Adminisiation, is revolting to freemen, and asking the 
re establishment of the civil superintendence: referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. MERRICK presented a memorial from citizens of Illi- 
nois and Iowa, for the establishment of certain post routes in 
those States: referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, 


Mr. WRIGHT presented the proceedings of a public meet- 
ing, held at Chatham, New York, in reference to our relations 
with Great Britain, and the pending negotiations on the North 
eastern boundry question, the right of search, &c. and caillag 
on Congress to procure the liberation of American citizens who 
are held.as prisoners by the British Government; referred to 
phe Committee on Foreign Relations. 


Mr. CLAY: presented-a petition from Sandusky, Ohio, re- 


“maons?tating against the repeal of the bankrupt law, 


“Mr. CLAY said he was alsó “charged with the preseatation 


of a petition upon the’subjec_of international copyright. The- 


petition was signed by -a farge number of distinguished indiri- 
duals, authors, literary men, professorsin-colleges, in the city 
of New. Yoxk, at the head of which stands the name of Wash- 
ington Irving, our present Minister to Spain The petitioners 
represented thatAmerican genius was crippled; and labored 
under great difficuldies for the want. of the passage of such a 
law as they prayed for. He believed that the names appended 


. to this petition; together. with those which had been here- 


tofore -presented upon the subject, embraced the -whole 
of the literary wien of eminence -in the Uron.. He 
had, on a former occasion, presented. a paper—he did 
not know that it could be called’a petition—signed by the most 
illustrious men of genius andjearhing in Great Britain, hav- 


` ing the same object in view, namely the procuring of an inter- 


national, copyright law. They perceived, then, there was a con- 
currence between our own countrymenand the subjects of other 
nations upon the subject. They held equally the opinion that a 
law of this kind would be one of great utility. And he regretted 
extremely that prior to his retirement from the Senate, 
which would. take place to-morrow, this matter about 
which he had felt adeep solicitude could not have been 
definitely settled. The bill which he had, the honor 
to offer some years ago, and which he had renewed almost an- 
nually, was extremely limited in its ebject; it infringed no 
man’s right to publish and sell any of the works already ex- 
tant; it left them free to be used as publishers pleased, but it 
was simply provided that future productions should be pro- 
tected, and in all cases where foreigners were allowed to 
avail themselves of the copy-right law, so far from inflicting 
an injury upon the literary operations of this country,the book- 
binders, the printers, the paper makers, it was pro- 
vided that when a patent was secured the work should 
be published in this country. It was the opinion of all 
intelligent portions with whom he had conversed upon the sub- 
ject, that the passage of such alaw was. necessary for the en- 
couragement of American genius and talent: there was no dif 
ference of opinion upon the subject. He knew perfectly the 
sources from which the opposition to the passage of the law 
arose. It arose chiefly from two great book establishments, one 
in New York, and the otheria Philadelphia. These large esta- 
blishments, by means of their capital and their agencies, were 
enabled to publish the works which appeared in England 
and France, and place them before American readers 
with much. less expense to themselves than they could 
du ifsuch a law existed, but this very facility of seizing upon 
and approptisting the productions of other countries, made 
them treat with the greater indifference the production of Ame- 
rican authors. When American authors present their writings 
in the expectation of receiving a fair price for them, the reply 
they received was, why should we give you any thing, when 
we can get foreign works much more attractive than yours, (for 
the very reason, perhaps, that they are foreign,) without paying 
for them. These establishments have prevailed upon other 
individuals to represent that an injury would accrue to 
them from the passage of sucha Jaw. From these sources, it 
was, thas this serious opposition had arisen. Sir, if this be a 
correct statement of the fact, as he believed it to be, he hoped it 
would have but little effect in restraining the action of Congress 
upon it. By alaw now in existence, foreigners are entitled to 
patents for useful inventions. The principle being, therefore, 
Incorporated inthis part of our system, might with equal pro- 
priety be extended to literary works of genius. He regretted 
that he had not been able to obtain an expression of the senti- 
ments of the Senate upon this subject prior to his departure. 
He took pleasure in presenting the petition, and he desired that 
it should be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary; which 
was done. 

Mr. WOODBURY presented a memorial from a large num- 
ber of ship ownersof the town of Portsmouth, New Flamp- 
shire, praying the modification or repeal ef the act of May 29, 
1830, regulating commercial intercourse between the United 
States andceriain colonies of Great Britain. Mr. W. made 
some remarks on the injurious operation of the tonnage laws, 
and on the propriety ofan inquiry into the subject; and withja 
view to extend the inquiry, he moved the following resolu- 
tion, viz: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce inquire into 
state of our tonnage freightsand commerce with foreign pow- 
ers, and report whether it is prosperous or otherwise under the 
existing arrangement by treaties or Jaws in relation thereto. 
Andalsc whether the regulations by other Governments are 
equal and in conformity to the spirit of those arrangements, and 
if notso, what measures are proper to insure reciprocity, 

Mr. W. remaiked that he wished tolay the resolution on the 
table for the present. ft was his wish to occupy a portion of 
the time of the Senate when the resolution was taken up, to 
give his reasons for its adoption. The petition was then refer- 
ted to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. KING presented a petition from. citizens of the Cherokee 
country, showing the disadvantageous location of theland of- 
fice which was heretofore removed from Madisonville to Leba- 
non, and asking that a law might be passed to change the ]oca- 
tion of it to Jefferson, the county seat of the Cherokee country. 
Mr. Kune desired that the subject might have the serious con- 
sideration of the Committee on Public Lands, and if that com- 
mittee should find the statements of the petition correct, thatit 
would report a supplementary bill: referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. K 

THE ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS, 

Mr. KING rose and said he now desired to call up the resolu- 
tion which he had offered, it would be recollected, about two 
months ago, fixing che period for the adjournment of Con- 
gress. When he bad first brought forward the resolution, it 
was considered by some hotorable Senators to be premature 
at that time to decide upon a day of adjournment, as the 
business of the session, they asserted, had not been fairly be- 
gun. Well, they had waited for two months, and what had 
been Gone within those two months? What public act ofim- 
portance had they passed? What measure for the relief of 
the country had heen considered and acted upon? Had they 
done any thing whatever? Yes, they had, it was trne, passed 
a bill in favor of themse!ves—a hill providing. for the payment 
of their allowance, their daily pay, though, at the time they did 
so, they had omitted to provide that which was still more ne- 
cessary, for the payment of the salaries of the suffering indivi- 
duals in the service of the Government. He had suggested at 
the time that the provision for the pay of members should be 
incorporated in the general appropriation bill, knowing fram 
past experience the delay which would otherwise he very like’y 


to occur, ón the passage of thag bill, in order that those people 
might not be delayed in receiving their little pittance, and it was 
objected to because it would be inconvenient, although it was 
evident to every one that it was not only unjust, but cruel, to 
withhold from those who were dependent upon the Govern- 
ment, those who looked to the price of their daily labor as their 
only means of supporting their families, the money to which 
they were entitled. A s , 
This was one of the measures which they had passed in the 
four months during which Congress had. been in session, and 
the only other one was that which he {Mr. Kine] consider- 
ed a violation oftheir constitutional dutes, They had changed 
the character of a bill, sent to them from the House of Repres 
sevtatives, (the dill authorizing an issue _of Treasury 
notes,) and by that change had converted it into a revenue 
bill, which ic was not within their . constitutional power 
to do, And what besides these two things bad. they 
done? Nothing, nothing, nothing. They had consumed the 
time in worse than idle debate, in the discussion of questions 
leading to no practical result whatever, He was fully pre- 
pared to affirm that if they were to go. on as they had been 
going on for these fgur months past, their sessions might be 
perpetual, and they would, after all, result in no practical bene- 
fitto the country. The wholé country was crying out shame 
upon them for their, want of action npon matters of utility, for 
their idle bickerings and strife, y 
There were, it was true, subjects ofan important nature to 
to be considered, and it was chiefly with the view of 
hastening their consideration that he was desirous of fixing 
upona day for the termination of the session, that Senators 
might have hefore their minds the necessity of avoiding all furs 
ther procrastination. Among those important subjects, the first, 
perhaps, and most important was the devising of some mode 
for the payment ef the creditors ofthe Government; and upon 
this point he would say, that for hiscwn part he would be pre- 


- pared to go for a Joan biil to provide for the immediate neces- 


sities of the Government, for ke could not agree to acquiese ja 
the present. condition ofthe funds of the Government, that they 
should be subjected to depreciation by capitalists and money 
brokers; but neither would he agree to provide for the purposes 
of Government more than would ‘be required after they had 
made use of all the means which they possessed. The loan bill 
then would come up for consideration, the question of the tariff 
would be considered, and upon this question he would merely 
say, that he was a Southern man, and consequently opposed to 
ahightariff. He believed it wasa question which was more than 
almost any other calculated to produce sectional differences. 
He would} e ready to go as faras any other Senator tosupply a 
revenue which should be necessary after the application of all the 
means already possessed. First of all, however, bring 
back that which you are squandering away ; and squandering 
away, too, ata time when you cannot pay your debts; and then 
show how much you require in addition to this, and he would 
go for the highest rate necessary to'eflectthe object, He would 
go fora reasonable discrimination, for he held it to be the com- 
non-sense view of the case; and he trusted he might Jay claim 
to beat least a common-sense manjand if avy plan could be deo 
vised which might be considered equivalent to home valuation, 
jn good faith, though he had no great faith in the act of com. 
promise, yet he would not be averse to the operation of such a 
plan as he had referred to. All these questions could be disposed 
of in a very short time, and with the addition of the bill for the 
apportionment of the representation of the country, these, he 
believed, were the only inporiant measures to be ‘considered. 
Tt was true, there were bills of a private character, but these, all 
taken together, were not suficient to justify them in sitting for 
the whole year, He was of opinion that two months more would 
be amply sufficient to complete the business of the session, and 
then it would be full time to go to their homes, to mingle with 
the people, to ascertain their disposition regarding these ques- 
tions. Ife did not desire to occupy the time of the Senate with 
any lengikend discussion upon the subject; hief object was 
to draw the attention of Senatars to the subject, and ascertain 
whether they were disposed to continue the session in unprofi- 
table discussion for the whole year round, or whether they were 
willing to fix upon a reasonable time for adjournment, 

Mr. PRESTON inquired of the Chair whether the motion 
was to take up the resolution, and bein iied to inthe affir- 
mative, said he had no ebjection; he hoped it would be taken up. 

Mr. ARCHER objected. Be remarked that the most im- 
periant questions of the session remamed yet to ve disposed of; 
that they were not yet touched. He did not believe it was pos- 
sible tosay when they could adjourn; when it wasa fact that 
pee coed had not yetappreached the threshold of its important 

usiness, 

Mr. PRESTON was anxicns that the resolution should be 
taken up; but 1 was his intention, iftaken up, to move that it 
be laid on the table, for the purpose of obtaining a» expression 
of the opinion of the Senate on it, Te concurred with the Se- 
nator from Virginia [Mr, ARchER] in his opinion, and was 
averse to passing or even entertaining the resolution at this 
time. Ye expressed a total and absolute repugnarce to consi- 
dering iLnow, or atall, before daing something for the relief of 
the country, which was suffering at every pore. He consider- 
„ed it highly improper tocnterta’n the question of adjournment 
before transacting the business ef the country which Con- 
gress was convened to transact. If wedo remain in‘ session, it 
did not follow that the time should be wasted—uselessly wasted 
in idle debate, which was feared by the honorable Senator 
from Alabama. We could prevent this waste of time by 
refusing to listen tothe debate, ‘fhe critical condition of our 
foreign relations, and particularly with England, and theim- 
pending difficulties with a Southern power, in consequence of 

L which now exists in that quarter, and the 
stats of our own negotiations jn thatquarter, are weighty rea. 


sons why we should not now estertam the preposition. In 
every direction from abroad difficulties are impending. In the 
midst of all t f 


and when they had barely done any of the 
of the On, Le entertain a proposition of 


alb 


t rd, would be tosay io the country that we despaired do- 
ing any thing for its velief and protecion, He opposed te 
doing auy thing that would lead the peonje to ysnch an infe- 
rence. He was form. ha 


r 1 at effert to somp 
ibing might be done, and was rot 
idea thattbey despaired of doing any 1 
mii himsel thus to despair, 3 


nise, that some- 
cot for entertaining the 
£ hing, He would not per- 
Te aga 


tat ( > again adverted to the state of 
our negotiations with England. ite rid that the case of the 


Creole, the rigħt of search on the coas rica i 

ole, t of search o ast of Africa ithe question of 
the Northeastern boundary, the state of things on the Notth- 
western boundary, the bloody onty on the Caroline, were all 
questions involved in the pending ogotiations, and were nowy 


concentrated to a point, and about to be dissipated. . These ques- ` 


tions, it was.true, were in the hands.of the Execiitive, -yet it 
; might not be Jong before they would-be placed in the hands of 
Congress. . Let: us, then, wait and see the issue of these ques- 

tions, and see if something cannot be done: for the relief of the 
country, before'we entertain the question ofadjournment. ‘Ihe 
resolutions passed at previous sessions of Congress never tended 
‘to any advantageous.result. The transacting of the important 
: Pasiness was notexpedited thereby. Congress had not yet done 
-apy-ofitsim portant business; and he wasashamed to say that that 
“business was yet tobe commenced.. He was pained to say sa, 
yetit wastrue. He trusted, therefore, that the Senate would 


: ‘pot entertain the idea of Gxing a period of adjournment until” 


-they had accomplished the greatest good forthe country that 
could be accomplished under the circumstances. ~ 

Mr. CLAY said the hour for taking up the special order had 
arrived. He hoped the Senator from Alabama would permit 
the resolution to lie over; if it wastaken up, no doubt the mo- 
tion to lay it on the table would prevail. 

Mr. KiNG said he had. no disposition to interfere with the 
special order. ‘The resolution might be permitted to lie aver 
if taken up, but he informed the Senator from South Carolina 
{Mr. Preston] thathe would not abandon the proposition, 
The probability was that not much of the important business of 
the session would be transacted until the day of adjournment 
was fixed. Inreply to the Senator, he said that the circum- 
stance of Congress remaining in session would not have any 
effect on the pending negotiations. 

The subject was here dropped, 

The CHAIR laid before the Senate a communication from 
the Treasury Department, enclosing tabular statements, show- 
ing the comparative tariffs of foreign. nations on foreign im- 
ports; which was ordered tọ be printed. 

The following-engrossed bills were taken up, read the third 
time and passed, viz: ; : : ee 

The pill for the establishment of certain post roads; 

-The bill for the relief of Gregorise Sarpy, and 

The bil} declaring the assent of Congres to the State.of Illi- 
nois to impose a tax on all Jands hereatier sold by the United 
Siates in that Siate, from and after the time of. such sales 


On motion of Mr. TAPPAN, the bill apportioning represen- 


tatives amorig the several States, according to the sixth census, 
was taken.up, read, and ordered to a second reading, ra 
, ORDERS OF THE DAY. f 
Mr. Cruay’s resolutions were taken up as thaunfinished*uei- 
ness of yesterday, the question pending being dp the addption 
of Mr. Rivas’s amend wents. J 
Mr. BATES observed that there was a singie point y 
tioned yesterday, to which he wished to call the attentjin of the 
Senate. [tseemed to be taken for granted by alk thg Senators 
who had spcken on the subject of the tariff, with ghg exception 
of the Senator from Connecticut, [Mr, Hunrinetigh,] that the 
compromise act wasan authority not to be questioned. The 
application of the land fund to purposes of revenue, ke con- 
tended, was inconsistent with the compromise act. Bat that 
wag not the point he wished to call the attention of the Senate 
to: it was the fact, which seemed to be overlooked, that the 
compromise was made by two parties having equal rights, and 
if one yielded'part to retain part, so did the other. The tariff 
party had retained rights cquivalentto those surrendered; but 
suppose the sale of public lands, while that fund coutinued part 
of the revenue of the Government, and the income from other 
sources of revenue, independent of customs, should prove 
sufficient to meet the wants of an economical administration of 
the Government, leaving no necessity for duties on imports as 
a source of revenue, would not the compromise act, in the 
_ gense in which itis understood by the friends of free trade, 
wholly abrogate the reserved rights of the tariff pariy, who 
had become, under different circumstances, a party to the com- 
promise? His object in rising was to call attention to this sin- 
gle aspect of the case. p ; ; : 
Mr. CLAY considered it very unforgunate that the question 
of revoking the land distribution had been mtrodaced in this 
discussion. He deprecated the agitation of such a question. 
He contended that there were hundreds of thousands of Demo- 
cyats inthe country who went with the W higs in favorof the 
distribution law. And for what is this, proposition of resump- 
tion made? To meet, by a contribution of one million, a de- 
ficit in the public Treasury of fourteen millions, Pass a 
tariff. law ampie cnough for revenue, to meet an 
equitable administration of the Goverhment, That would re 
establish public credit; but he would not say that money could 
be obtained on as good terms as when the credit of the Govern- 
ment was untarnished. Do not gentlemen already see the tcon- 
sequence of disturbing a question that he hoped and thought 
had been settled forever? Chai and nothing but change, 
seemed to haunt the minds of gentlemen, in relation to every 
measure passed at the extra session, The agitation of this 
question of distribution had already broughtun the question of 
the inviolability of grants of land, Te, once for ail, would say 
thatif the grant isgnot consummated by transfer and postes- 
sion, it is in the power of the grantor -to take it back- The 
shock ef taking back the money is not Jess than that, of taking 
back the land. Carry any one of the propositions of the Sena- 
tor from Virginia, and the whole repeal of the system is car- 


ewhat had been the argument throughout the agitation of 
the measure of distribution from the beginuing, but that the 
possession of the taads was only in trust for the States? Heal- 
juded to those lands ceded by the several States. He denied 
that the grant to the new States of five hundred thousand 
acres of land each, was independent of the measure of distriba- 
tion, Such propositions had been always resisted, on the 
grounds that, in the final and general adjustment of the land 
question, the matter would be settied, but that it should not ull 
then.glf any State had moved oñ the right granted by the Distri- 
Dution act, there would, be admitted, be a right not revocable; 
put he believed scarcely more than one or two States had taizen 
i bject, 

“io what oon ibe assimilated the distribution, better than to the 
disposition made by a father to his children of his property and 
money? After having given to some their „portons m money 
alone, and to others in money and land, what justice would there 
bein taking back from some their entire portions, the maney, 
and from others the. money only, leaving them the: lan 2 
He could not help thinking there was a strange coinciaesce 
—a very remarkable coincidence—between the movement 
made by the Senator from Virginia in this Chamber, and that 
made m the other House, both Correspondint with the move- 
ment made by the Executive himself in his message a few 
days back to Congres 


- the Senator had said, was sai 


He dwelt at some length omthe spectacle of unstable legisla- 


tian which would bé presented: to the country by the proposi:’ 


tions now pressed upon Congress, 
the Executive and his advisers ~~ k ; 

Mr: RIVES would have been happy if he could have been 
spared the necessity of saying any thing to protract-the discus- 
sion. He was, however, obliged to declare that much of what 
without the slightest foundation. 
Tt was he, and not himself, (Mr. R.) -who bad come. forward to 
unsettle legislation. Heappealed to every member of Congress 
to say if the. distribution: act ever could have been passed 
but for the insertion of the clause restoring the land fund under 
the contingencies now existing. Is it not the Senator: himself, 
by his proposition in these resolutions.to revoke Mat clause, 
who comes forward to-unsettle legislation? He desired to speak 
with all due respect for the Senator from Kentucky. He en- 
tertained for him the highest respect, politically and persona!ly, 
and this respect he believed he had manifested in ‘all hig rela- 
tions towards that honorable Seuator; but at the same time he 
must be permitted to say, that upon this floor he had ever fol- 
lowed that course which his own breast prompted him to pur- 
sue, as regarded the honor and the interests of the country. The 
Senator had thought proper to make an appeal to all those sensi- 


and depicted in strong terms 


bilities which are so readily acted upon,by alluding emphatically’ 


to the instability of legislation, and at the very moment of al- 
luding to this circumstance, in reference to the proceedings of 
others, the Senator himself was seeking, by the proposition 
which he had submitted to the Senate, not only to break up the 
distribution act, although he himself had been heretofore so 
very assiduousin producing its adoption, but also. to break up 
the operation of the compremise act, another measure about 
which the Senator had exhibited extreme solicitude; one of the 
Senator’s own measures indeed, and he might, perhaps, be per- 
mitted to say, it was one one of the brightest Jaurels which 
adorned his brow. x 3 ` 

Were not both the distribution and the compromise’ acts, 
Whig measures? Undoubtedly they were; and he (Mr. Rives) 
demonstrated his loyalty to the Whig cause. by seeking to 
maintain them inviolate: But the Senator himself was now 
coming forward and endeavoring to break them up. . And he 
must be permitted to say, that if the Whig heart of the country 
was to be pierced by the propositicn which he had submitted, 
or if the Democratic heart was to be wounded, he 
would regret it extremely. But while he was de- 
sirous of avoiding offence, he had at the same time a 
higher motive of action, namely, a regard for the country’s ho- 
nor; it was this only which commanded his allegiance, He 
was sorry to give offence to those with whom he had the honor 
to co operate, but he never intended to make himself the mere 
siave of any party, or of any party leader. ‘The great interests 
of the country were the guides of his conduct. “This was the 
spirit in which he had ever acted. At the same time he would 
deeply regret if his course should give offence to any, for he de- 
sired to be at peace with all mankind, but no. considerations of 
titis kind should fora momeatinterfere with what he considered 
to be due to the great interests of the country. And if 
there was ever a time when all minor considerations 
should be abandoned, it wasat thefpresent crisis of the affairs 
ofthiscountry. The Senator had declared that the proposi- 
tion suggested by his amendments in regard to the disposition 
of the public lands was without any sort of utility; -that those 
Jands were not likely to yield more than a million of dollars, 
And this assertion he had made in the very face of the fact 
which appeared from documents submitted to Congress durin; 
the extra session; that during the whcle period which ha 
elapsed since the adoption of the present system of land sales, 
the gross average amount has not fallen shortuf four millions 
ofdoliars. And after deducting all the necessary expenses at- 
tending the sales, &c. there would be still over $3.000,000 
to serve as a basis to re-establish thecreditof thecountry. He 
had in-his possession a report of the Senasor from Kentucky, 
made in 1833, wherein hevrstimated the revenue to be derived 
from the sales ofthe public lands at $3,000,000; and yet itsuited 
the purpose of ihe honorable Senator at this moment to depre- 
ciate theamount, and represent itas a mere trifle, ifitbe a tri- 
fle, tojthe United States; how much more isita trifleto the se- 
veralStates when divided among them? Butit was nota tri- 


fic, persons having money to loan would view it asa 
satisfactory security. The Senator had talked about 
the. readjustment of the tariff on liberal principles: 


but whenever .this was to be done money must be 
procured immediately, or the credit and honor of the Govern- 
ment would be still further disgraced in the eyes of the world. 
Flow were they to obtain aloan after this practical repudiation, 
without affording some specific pledge for its repayment? It 
could not be expected. And there wasno one who knew better 
than the Senator from Kentucky, that it was not a mere increase 
of the rate of tariff that produced an increase in the amount 
of revenue. When you increase the rate beyond twenty per 
cent. it becomesa protective tariff. and nôt a tariff for revenue; 
for it amounts to a prohibition. The Senator had referred to the 
facility with which loans had been obtained upon a former tariff, 
but had he reflected on the different situation of affairs? The cur- 
rent ordinary expenditures were then averaging not more than 
twelve or thirteen millions annnally, leaving a surplus of about 
ten millions for the extinguishment of the public debt. Bat 
what were the expenses now? They swallowed up, also, the 
sinking fund, and there was still a deficiency; and where were 
they to obtain supplies? Tt would be necessary to setaparta 
tangible fund for the redemption ofthe proposed loan, a fund 
in esse, notone in prospective, or he greatly feared the money 
would not be obtained. i g 

The resurrection of the credit of this Government could not 
be cfected, in his mind, til the land fund was set apart asa 
provision for the paymentofthe public dept. Until satisfactory 
provision is made for the payment of loans, it is hopeless to ex- 
pect the resurrection of the credit of the Govern ment, Itis 
well known that vast amouats of money are locked up in the 
coffers of capitalists in consequence of the general distrust 
whieh prevails. He did bot believe with the Senator from 
Kentucky, that the depreciation of public credit was owing to 
the pressure on the capital ofthe counny. He believed there 
was abundance of capital in the country, and that it was only 
want of confidence which prevented it from coming into use. 

Be showed from the report made by the Senator from Ken- 
tucky himself in 1833, that he estimated theland fund at up- 
wards of three millions, though he now wished to make itappear 
that it conid not be estimated at one million, , 

With reference to the clause in the compromise act on which 
the Senator from Kentucky so much relied to show that revenue 
alone from customs was looked to for the support of this Go- 


nä 


never till the extra session was the question raised ofth 
of the‘Jand fund by the Government: being a violation: 
principle of the compromise act..-He‘next:adveried to’ thes 
question: at issue yesterday as tothe ‘suspeision of the operas: 
tion of the’distribution law: in relation tothe land granted: 
new States. He could not agree to’ mix up the ‘question 
grantot Jands with his amendments,’ which: related -aluneto: 
revenue. ee á : i Bie 


circumstances the’ propositions he (Mr. Rives) had offeted were 
brought forward. He would say that any movementof his was: 
wholly unconnected with any movement at the other end ofthe 
avenue. His amendments had been offered before ttie message 
of the;Presidert had been presented. He had no concert what- 
ever with the Executive on the subject. . Integard to. the par 
ty aspect of this question, he was not: seeking to undo.anything: 
the Whig party had accomplished atthe extrasession; ‘he was 
only seeking to carry. out one of the Whig laws of the: extra. 
session. YORA ae oe : 
Mr. CLAY did not know why. the Senator front 
had exhibited such sensibility on his:(Mr: C.ls) allusion tothe: 


` other House andat the other end of the avenue, Hesdid hot 
know why the Senator: found it necessary to declare he-would 
not he governed by any party or any Jeader., :Didhe mean: that 
he (Mr. CLAY) ever assumed to be His leader,:or the leader of 
any body else? on, i i at 
ti. RIVES explained 
his remark: it was general. ` E A 
Mr oCLAY would take the explanation, All the Jead he 
wished to take, was the lead home, to enjoy repose: 
verted to the Senator’s quotation of his report of 1883 as a proof 
that he estimated the fund from public Jands.then at three mil- 
lions. He denied that estimates made nine ycars ago were. ap- 
plicable to the present time. vas f 
land fund now be relied on for more than one million, ° 
He then adverted to the charges madeagainst him ofja. pru» 
position to break m upon two compromises~one the compro. 


tion act. He denied that the consiructign he had given: to ahe 
compromise act, in relation to its being contvary. tothe “princi- 
ples of that aét to consider that the Government was to be sup~ 
plied with a revenue from avy other source. than customs, Was 
any other than the express ‘construction. He defended this 
construction at considerate length, and then adverted "to the 
compromise clause in the distribution act witha view of show 
ing hat itought to be repealed, and that there*was an. under 
standing to that effect. g < f $ 
Mr. MANGUM did not rise fo continue the discussion upon 
any debatable point, butto adjust a difficulty which seemed to 
exist between the Senators froin Kentucky and Virginia in refe- 
rence to the coincidence botween the intraduction of the Bena» 
torjfrom Virginia’s propositions, as amendments to the :resòhr- 
tions; and the movement in the other House andthe Executive 
message alluded to by.the Senator from Kentucky. Mr. M.then 
explained that the Senator from Virginia:had, in conversation 
with him, Jong before any. of these movemei:ts; intimated ‘his 
intention of bringing forward his propositions. `, : ate 
Mr. RIVES expressed hissatisfaction at the kind explanation 
made by his friend fr. m-North Carolina. . He regretted thatany 
thing like an expression of excited feelings had -oceured between. 


public life of the Senator from Kentucky, aud expressed ‘his res 
gard and ad -alration for him, wishing him cvety happiness‘on’: 
his return to private life. f j A 

Mr, CLAY reciprocated the kind and friendly feelings of the 
Senator from Virginia. . 

Mr. BATES explained somewhat more at large than before, 
his constructioaof the compromise act, witha view of show- 
ing that customs.alone were to be looked to, according to the 
principles of compromise. and not a mixed revenue fror cus- 
toms and lands. If any thing was secured by this act to the 
friends of the tariffas an equivalent for what they sacrificed, 
it was this principle. ; 

Mr, WALKER would not trouble the Senate with aay re- 
marks, only for some aliusion made by the Senator from: Kene 
tucky to his argument, thatthe grant of tanda from the: Gene- 
yal Government was irrevocable. Jn the bill introduced by 
the Senator himself,on the 16th of April, 1832, for. the distribua 
tion of the proceeds of the sales of the public lands for'a Hirit- 
ed period, there was not a word about any grant: of land to the 

States, Tt wasthrough an amendment offered by Mr. Poindex.: 
ter, that an additional section was proposed to be added, which: 
section was copied, line for line, from the bill ef the Senator 
from Missouri, introduced previously. The Senator from Ken- 
tucky maintains thata donation can be recalled before it isiaken 

ossession of. Icis laid down in every eleinentary treatise, that 
a deed signed, sealed, and delivered is irrevccable, whether of 
land in possi ssion ornot. Such a decision had been made. by 
the Supreme Court in regard toa grant of tand made by tha 
State of Georgia. . ie see 
oe report of the Committee on Public Lands of 1836, the 
ground was taken and maintained, that these grants of lands to 
the new States were hot to be considered.as gihe, but aan con- 

sideration for servites performed, or to be per cree : è 
wished a separate measure would be iptroauces ae í he revoca- 
tion of these grants, that the gentlemen 3 votes if be record- 
ed betore the country on the yeas anc pays. F Ae be jev ed it wag 
he firsttime ina period ‘of fifty. years, whet ‘er in a state of 
Hence Or that the Treasury notes of the Government had 
Been cro pated for want of means to meet them. Such a thing 


poem pee henpenied till theabstraction of the iand fund ftom the 


public hiak, makes the Tand fund a very inconsiderable 

But Sealy ‘one milion of dollars. And why wasitso? Be~ 
aS the lands ready for market had been kept back from pub- 
fio sale, There were at the commencement of this Adminis 


rginias 


remarkable coincidence between his movement and that inthe. 


that he had no personal: allusion‘in - 


The question was, could the 


the... 


The Senator from Kentucky hadasked under what particular f 


He ad- . 


mise act, and the other the compromise clause ini the distribu». 


him and the Senator from Kentucky inthe beat of debate. Mr.” 
Rives then delivered an eloquent euloginm on the characier.and > 


. 


ur 


; -thirteen milions of acres ready for market, yet with- 
het 


or notbrought forward: with that eamestness which would 


Jands during tne four years of Mr. Van. Buren’s Administra- 
tion, were five millions of dollars. How, then, could. it be said, 
thata. land: fund, which, during three years.of bank suspension 
and depreciation, in: Mr. Van. Buren’s Administration, yielded 
fifteen milionsof dollars, would be-no. security to those in- 
clined tu:advance a loan to.the Government of the -sum now 
required? There aréeighteen-millions of ‘acres now Teady. for 
gale; and Hf they be brought into market properly, so. great is the 
desire for fresi:lands, that sales. will -beveffected sufficient to 
place inthe Treasuryan amount. that. must inatantly raise the 
gredit ofthe Government, ee : š 
“Mz. CLAY:rose merely.to explain the circumstances under 
which his- bill was introduced in 1832; there were several. 

amendments made'in the Senate, and that. named by the Sena- 
tor was one. The amendments were general—including the 

-whole-system, : The. proposition with. regard to the grant of 

Jands to the ‘new States, could not-be. carried alone, and 

hhad' to be introduced in the distribution bib, to insure its 


puccess: o - ene 
Mri. BENTON hoped as it was now late, the subject would be 
“postponed till to-morrow. | y : 
‘Mr, CLAY was very anxious, under his peculiar circumstan- 
ces, to have the vote taken now. o 
Mr.CALHOUN thought it best, as many Senators were ab- 
gent who wished to record their votes, to pass the subject over 
and gointo Executive session. ` 
Mr. ARCHER also proposed that the Senate shouid go into 
Executive session. j 
Mr. CLAY observed that it was his desire the whole matter 
should be closed this evening. He wished to have nothing of 
his.on hand to-morrow, when he would have to surrender up 
his seat to his successor. Butif the Senate should determine to 
make a postponement, he could, should that decision be appa- 
rent, move to lay the resolutions on the table. 
Mr. WALKER wished a delay till four o’clock, as a Senator 
absent would behere then who. wished to record his vote. 
Mr. MANGUM would, when the proper occasion occurred, 
move, to refer the 2d, 3d, ‘and 5th resolution to the Committee 
on Finance. He objected to committing himself as to whether 
the Wants of the Government require twenty-five or twenty-six 
milliéns, Beforethe adjustment of the tarif question by the 
compromise. act, he was opposed to, and voted against distri- 
bution: Since that, he had voted for it; He now did not choose 
to commit himself. on the question of repealing the distribu- 
tion.act. . He wanted to reserve himself till the whole subject is 
pefore the Senate, : : 
Mr. WOODBURY observed that he had not intended to 
speak on this amendment, nor should he now travel over for- 
mer considerations in its favor, arising from the impropriety of 
the donation of the Jandy to the States at any time, much less 
in the straitened condition of the Treasury at this time, and at 
the last extra session. 
But a momentary cessation of hostilities in debate between 
gentlemen on the opposite side had occurred, anda final vote 
to-night being desired by the Senator from Kentucky, he (Mr. 
Woopsury) would present, in support of the recall. of the 
Janda, a fow reasons which had as yet been scargely alluded to, 
bui which hada most material bearing. Shey Were the difii- 
culty, if‘not impossibility, of raising thirty millions, or even 
twenty-six millions, in the present state of the country, and un- 
derthe bankrupt system and cash duties, by any increase what- 
everof the existing tariff. If you insist on spending so large 
an amount, you must get a part of itfrom lands, or direct taxes, 
‘There must be an end to delusion on this point ere Jong; and if 
an attempt ismade to keep up oxpense to twenty-six or thirty 
millions, and the lands are not recalled, but the tariff raised 
nominally to thirty percent. let the Senate and the country take 
warning, that all the anticipated increase of revenue from that 
source will not be realized, 
New deficits and protests will then follow—new acts of in- 
solvency, be blazoned to the world, and the national credit. be 
forever blasted. Thus you have on the one hand a resort to your 
own lands and retrenchment; on the other, to direct taxes and 
internal duties. 'fhese are the only alternatives, A further 
‘porrowing, under a continuance of such extravagance and folly 
-would prove utterly abortive. 
What docs ail expericace,as well as reacon,show in this point? 
Why, sir, that a tariff is not adapted to raise revenue beyond 
a.certain point, For when that point is transcended, eithersmugy 
gling begins or'diminished consumption, and in either case a die 
Ininished revenue. In your present tariff some articles pay now 
not twenty but twelve and a half percent, impost, Why? Be- 
cause the mover of these very resolutions, as well as the pre- 
sent Chairman of the Committee on Finance, insisted that more 
revenue would be cb:ained atthe Jower rate. . Ten per eent. will 
insure the smuggling of certain articles. A ‘still higher dut 
æ covering the increased weight, transportation, and bulk of other 
articles, would often insure success in smuggling them, and es- 
pecially on our Jong Eastern, Northern, and Western frontiers 
to say nothing of the Atlantic coast. Ten percent. more, and 
certainly fifteen, would frequently cover all the risk and ex- 
pense in less cosily and more unwieldly merchandise. Hence 
ia countries like Spain, where is in full force the highest system 
of protection which exists in Europe, smuggling is most fre- 
quent, the expense of guarding and collecting is greatest, and 
the country itself is least prosperous. Compared with her, the 
low duties of fifteen per cent. in Switzerland, or fifteen to twen- 
ty formerly in Tfalland,.yielded more revenne in proportion, and 
made those countries prosperous and happy. 

As the price of an article is enhanced by a high duty, less of 
it is, ofcourse, consumed in times of embirrassment. ` Conse- 
quently, not only fewer imports .come into a country, buta 
larger portion of what does coms, is brought in surreptitiously, 
without paying any duty. ‘The revenue, therefore, ig thus not 
only lessened instead of augmented, bat temptations are 
held out to violate the laws, and demoralize our whole popula- 
tion. 

But gentlemen may argue that thirty per cent. duties will not 
accomplish this disastrous result. Let ussee. A nominal duty 
of thirty per cent, would be a real duty, under the existing 
Jaws, of quite fory five per cent. to the consumer. How} 
‘Bocause the duties after June must be advanced in cash, wnh- 
oatany credit whatever. The importer and Zetailer must raise 
the price, to cover this change from the former credit of three 
and six months, withoutany interest. The least real addition 

- Fo will be five per cent. 


de this, weareto-have a kome valuation aftor Jane, 


sure the sale. -The average annual’ proceeds of thé public _ 


l 


which, if it means any tbiñg, must mean to raise the yalae, on 
which the duty used (0 be asseesed; at least-ten per cert, 

Here, then, is ten per cent. more.charged on the price of the 
goods—makiug, in all, by anominal duty of thirty per cent. 
what is equivalent to a real duty; under the old system, of 
forty-five per cent. -~ Pir cal eg he : $ 

Can any body pretend that this will not ehhance the price 
near.one-half, and thus tempt much tosmuggling? Will it not 
also compel the poor and middling classes to buy less, to con- 
sume less, and thus, whether. beneficial or net to their general 
habits. and-thrift, deprive the Treasury of the aniicipated in- 
créase of revenue by means of higher duties? - 

-The experience of all otherjcountries is, that a tariff cannot be 
employed for purposes ofrevenue to any high amount whatever 
Some Senatorsin this debate seem to have supposed differently; 
but their views must arise from -want of careful examination. 
Does England raise all her revenue by-a tariff? No, sir, much 
of it by.a land tax—much by internal duties—much by stamps, 
and some even by the Post Office. ~ 

Does not France pursuea similar course? and numerous other 
countries. But to shorten this inquiry, what has been cur own 
course in 1798 and in 1812? Did we obtain by a tariff all the 
revenue we then needed? So far from it, sir, you were obliged 
to go toeight per. cent. loans, stamp acts, excise duties, and on 
the last occasion, toa direct tax also. 

Take back then the proceeds of the public lands, and reduce 
expenses likewise, or mark me, the country may again, and in 
a period of profound peace, he disgraced once more by perma- 
nent loansat high interest and internal dutiesor direct taxes. 
These last are the only alternatives—adopt the former course, 
or between these last, and utter discredit, degrading national 
bankruptey, you will be forced to choose, 

Why, sit; gentlemen do notseem to have recailed to mind, 
that never, in the palmiest days of commercial prosperity—of 
unlimited credit and the highest tariff—have we ever collected 
under it twenty-six millions a year, except on two occasions of 
two years ezch; and those were under circumstances very pe- 
culiar, and the very reverse of what now exist. Atthe close of 
the late war, when the country had been drained of foreign mer- 
chandise, and the duties were doubled at a war standard and the 
tide of peace flowed in like an avalanche, twenty-six millions 
were. collected by a tariff. .But 1 lasted only two years, and 
was followed by contractionsand disasters most overwhelming. 
Theother period was under the very high tariff of 1828~at 
fifty, eighty, one hundred and more per cent. on many articles— 
and the country not left toa natural and diminished import un” 
der it, but by the debts incurred abroad, and the goods brought 
hence in payment of the loans abroad in 1832 and 1833, the re- 
venue was artificially swollen over twenty-six millions 

But never, under any other circumstances or at any other 
epochs than those two, in our whole history, has the revenue 
from the tariff equatled twenty-six millions, and never under 
any circumstances hasit reached thirty, except the single year 
succeeding the war X 

How unreasonable then is itnow, with individual, with Stafe 
and United States credit blown on—with a load of debt existing 
on most of them wholly unprecedented—with a cash system of 
duties, and that cash, in specie or its equivalent—how idle is it 
to expect that purchases are to keep up or increase, and con- 
sumption keep up or increase, so as to yield, on any tariff; twen- 
ty six to thirty millions of revenue? But how much more ab 
surd is it to Anticipate this at anew and alarming era, when an 
improvident bankrupt bill has laid the axe at the root of the 
whole credit system, not only between us and Europe, but be- 
tween map and man, over all the ramificationsand pursuits of 
society 

No more goodsare to be sent here in payment of loans to 
States. No more, comparatively, will from abroad be trusted 
to importing merchants, who can sponge out every kind of in- 
debtedness, and under almost all circumstauces, by the extra- 
ordinary provisions ofthe new bankrupt Jaw. Little more, in 
contrast with former reltances, will be trusted by wholesale 
dealers to retailers, who may wipe outall liability at the next 
session of a districtcourt. No more, comparatively, by retail- 
ers to their customers—to mechanics; farmers, laborers—as all 
can now discharge the whole much easier than by payment, un- 
der this novel bankrupt system of universal repudiation and 
universal emancipation to the debtor classes, Itis not a bank- 
rupt law for creditors, as is usnal, and against hazardous debt- 
ora, such asmerchantsaad bankers; but it isa law for debtors 
alone. The whotecredit system—not merely its excesses and 
inflations—but the whole system itself has thus been under- 
mined. It has thus virtually been aholished—exploded—biown 
sky high. Yet can gentlemen be so blind as to expect now 
such expansive dealings in foreign merchandise, and such fa- 
cilities in credit and consuming as have prevailed heretofore? 

Again, sit, if the manufacturers thrive for a time under such 
asystem of protection, equat on mary articles almost to Chi- 
nese or Japanese prohibition, tt is probable that more articles 
will be produced at home and less needed from abroad. Re. 
venue in that way will also fall offstiil more under such a high 
tariff. The cry for protection will; to be sure, be fully answered. 
Protection enough will be obtained for a period to satisfy the 
most voracious. 

But that is not now the question; it is, will you thus obtain re. 
venue enough. And must you not either take back the landa, 
so as to get three millions from them to aid, or resort to the de. 
precated sytem of direct taxes and internal duties for supplying 


_ the deficiency? 


In short, sir, as suggested tothe Senate last December, you are 
in a dilemma, from which there is no wise and honorable course 
to be extricated, except to do what the plain common sense of 
every citizen and the best interests of the whole country point 
out. It is to recall the proceeds ofthe public lands, as proposed 
by this amendment, and retrench your inflated ‘expenses at 
least to the aggregate of 1840, if not lower; and then there is 
ałetrong probability that a duty of 20 per cent only will yield 
enough to mect the balance. But if you persist in refusing to 
do these, disagreeable as the allernative must be to all and 
anxious as most of us are to avert it, no avenue is open to 
sustain honor and credit and solvency, but through new taxes 
on our farms—new taxes on our furniture—new taxes on the 
paper for our contracts, and these accompanied by all the ex. 
pense and array of hosts of new officers, to eat up the little sub- 
stance we have left. 

Mr. CALHOUN said, ifhe were an enemy to the Union,or if he 
desired to see the Government discredited, he would take the 
course which was pursued by the Senator from Kentucky and 
his friends. It was not, perhapa, the proper time for entering 
into an argument upon this point, but he would confess that he 
had been utterly astonished at the declarations which he had 
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heard from those gentlemen. He (Mr. CaLnovĘyy held it to 
beimpossible that a restoration of the public credit could be 
effected. until the land-fund was brought back into the publie 
Treasury. This was the very first step to be taken, andit was 


not for the purpose of increasing the finances of the Government 


merely; that held it incumbent upon them to take this step. 
‘There were other considerations which influenced his mind. 
The-very fact of giving away one or two bianches of the public 
revenue, and placing them beyond the control of Government, 
presented to the eyes of the country and the world evidence of a 
moral wrong—an act of infatuation—an unheard of folly, suchas 
never before entered into the heart ofany people. Thisact would 
have to be reversed before the least advance could be made to~ 
wards a restoration of the-public credit. But of all the schemes 
of finance that had ever beea heard of, the one now praposed 
was the most extraordinary. With army estimates, and a civil 
higher than they ever had been before, they wére now to have the 
free list extended to thosearticles upon which the duty should 
be highest, revenue being the object, for the very reason that 
they were not made at home. and a high duty placed upon 
those articles upon which that high duty would operate as an 
interdiction, and consequently no revenue would arise frem that 
source. Could any man conceive of any thing more ahsurb? It 
was certainly a strange course to be pursued at the. very time 
when they were forced to go into the market to procure a 
loan to supply the wants-of the’ Treasury. Capitalists 
could not. be unobservant of so high a` degree of 
folly on the. part of the Government of this coun- 
try, and they would be proportionably reluctant, it would 
be found, to become the creditors of a Government which was 
capable of acting in so preposterous a manner, - But this was 
not all: they wereaboutto make the temptations for smuggling 
irresistible, ata time when the morals of the country were pros- 
trated, in the persons of thousands who had ‘fallen from afu- 
ence to poverty, and who would readily embrace the means of 
rescuing themselves from want, by entering into the contraband 
trade, the means for which would be supplied to them by the 
facilities of transportation throughout the Western States, and 
the proximity of the Eritish Province of Canada, through which 
the import trade would undoubtedly be directed, under the 
strong temptation thus held out for an infraction of the revenue 
laws. $ 

And while gentlemen were thus going on, arresting every 
measure which could give a- change for the restoration 
of thecredit of the country, they appealed to these on the oppo- 
site side to rally with them, and rescue the country from her 
calamitous condition! How could they rally with men who 
were consistent in nothing under the sun; who, when they call 
upon their opponents to rally ana assist them, fly off themselves 
into the most extreme party measures? This wag not all; he 
must be allowed to tell them they were cutting their own 
throats, Withholding the land revenue, and having,no ade- 
quate provision for the large deficit in the receipts of the Trea- 
sury, how were they going to prevent the vessel of State. from 
being stranded? We desired to speak in the language of 


solemnity; and he would say to the gentlemen ops 
posite, you are responsible, deeply responsible. Were 
the people of this country blind? were they deaf? 


were they fools ? if they werenot, they would yet make the na- 
tion’s voice to be heard. If you allow this sessicn of Congress 
to end without the restoration of the land fund, and instead ofre- 
ducing the public expenditures, go on expanding them, and per- 
mit the duties upon imports to be raised to thirty or forty per 
cent. you will be wrecked to a certainty—ycu will stand in the 
position in which some of the States stand. The great. evil of 
this country is indebtedness, and it would eventually over- 
whelm the Government itself, unless this infatuated policy be 
reversed. It was contended that the 20 per cent of the compro- 
mise act was no limitation; he would refer to the 3d section of 
the act, in which it would be found that the limitation is express, 
k: might as well be told to him that black was white, as to be told 
that 20 per cent. was not aplimitation. 

Mr. WRIGHT had but a few words to say in explanation of 
his objectin withdrawing his amendments yesterday. His rea- 
son was, that he found a proposition to repeal the distribution 
act would not be so acceptable to some members of the Senate 
as the proposition of the Senator from Virginia to- suspend the 
operation of the law. Hethen adverted to the declaration of 
the Senator from Virginia (Mr. AxncnEr] that he was ready ta 
vote against the fifth resolution of the Senator from Kentucky, 
[that to repeal the clause in the distribution act which, uuder 
certain contingencies, restores to the Treasury the land fund,] 
yet he could net vote for theamendment of his colleague {Mr. 
Kives.] He pointed out thatthe only difference between the 
clause in the distribution act and the proposition of the Senator 
from Virginia (Mr. Rives] was, that the Jatter meant to antici- 
pate, and the provision ofthe distribution act warts (lJ the limit 
of the compromise act is transcended. The one might prevent 
the breaking in upon the compromise act, the other only pro- 
vided a subsequent remedy. 

He next refuted the doctrine that the land fund would not be 
valued by capitalists as a pledge for money to beloaned. He 
contended that capitalists seeing a Government squandering nio- 
ney in various and unnecessary ways, would have no reliance 
on promises founded on any amount of revenue from tariff, 
eae (as they ofien aid with spendthrifts) they would readily 
advance money on real estate, pledged specificall 
payment of their joan, ge Peay the re: 

It is proposed to throw the support of the Government on 
customs alone, and to raisa twenty-six millions from that 
source. Hobelieved it was not practicable. It should be kept 
in mind that these duties are to be cash duties. Heretofore the 
importing merchants have been getting from three to six 
months’ credit, Now they will have to pay the duties down on 
the nail. They have heen accustomed to have the useof the 
Guties for months as capital. Now tha! capital is to be with- 
drawn, and consequently the importations must be retrenched 
He feared the Government would not only be disappointed in 
borrowing money, but in its anticipations from high duties 

Mr. CALHOUN made a short explanation. ~ f 

Mr. RIVES had but a few remarks to make in reference to 
the course he should pursue in case his amendments were re- 
jected, and the Senator from North Carolina should move to re- 
fer any of the resolutions to the Committce on Finaace. as inti- 
mated. Ifthe Senator woeld shape his mation so as to include 
in the reference both resolutions and amendments, he should not 
object to that course. But if it was his purpose to except, vote 
down, and thus diseređit his amendments, he would vote a zainst 
the reference of any of the resolutions. g F 

Mr. MANGUM would cheerfulty acquiesce in the Senator's 
proposition, were it not that he believed a large majority of the 


Senateé.was hostile to one feature of the Senator’s resolution of- 
fered as a substitute to that of the Senator from Kentucky, on 
thésubject of the resumption of the land fund. -If the. substi- 
tute proposed merely to anticipate the resumption provided for 
in-the distribution act, there would be no objection’ to its being 
included in the reference. ` But it went beyond the purpose of 
the resumption clause of the act, and proposed an entirely new 
disposition of the land fund.. It proposed to pledge that fand 
for the public debt.. A large majority of the Senate was op- 
posed to that pledge, because it would be a violation of the 
principles of the distribution act, and not a simple proposition to 
anticipate the carrying out of one of its express previsions. 
The sense of his(Mr. Mancum’s) friends in the other House 
had been taken. this very day, he understood, on this proposi- 
tion to pledge the land fund for the public debt, and it had -been 
decided in the negative by a very large majority. This showed 
that Congress would notagree to any such proposition. 

Mr. RIVES would not protract the discussion; he would 
merely ‘give notice that if the vote was taken on his amend 
ments, he would demand the vote to be also taken on the origina- 
resolutions, 

Mr. ARCHER was in favor of referring his colleague’s 
amendments along with those resolutions:inteneed to be referred 
to the Committee on Finance; but in consideration of the pe- 
culiar circumstances under which the Senator from Kentucky 
was placed, he hoped his colleague would not throw any impe- 
diments in the way of acting on the subject this evening. 

Mr. CLAY didnot desire that his friends shouid make any sa” 
crifice merely in compliment to him. 

Mr. ARCHER explained. 

The yeas and nays more called for and ordered. i 

The question pending was on the resolutions. of Mr. Rivgs, 
which he movedon Thursday last, as a substitute for the second, 
third, fourth; and filth resolutions of Mr. Cray. The substitute 
was read as follows: : ae 

To strike out the second, third, fourth, and fifth resolutions, 
and substitute the following: 

Resolved, That, in the prsent condition of the national 
finances, and at a moment of critical uncertainty in the foreign 
relations of the country, it is of paramount importance to the 
interest of the whole Union, thatthe General Government should 
have the aid of all the sources of revenue with which it has been 
heretofore endowed, for the maintenance of the public credit, 
and the efficiency of the public service. 

2. Resolved, ‘That the distribution of the proceeds of tbe pub- 
lic lands among the States having, by the terms ofthe law which 
enacted it, been made expressly dependent on the continued 
Jimitation of the duties on foreign imports to a rate not exceed- 
ing twenty per cent. as provided for by the compromise act, 
and it being now apparent that that rate of duty on foreingim- 
ports will not produce revenue enough for the wants of the Go- 
YVernment, withont the aid of the land fund, the princip’es and 
conditions on which the distribuvion law was enacted, as well 
aa the exigencies of the public service, require that its opera- 
tion be for the present suspended’ 

3. Resolved, therefore, That so much of the act entided an 
actto appropriate the proceeds of the publié lands, and to 

rant pre-emption rights, approved on the 4th day of Septem- 

ver, 1841, asappropriates those proceeds to the States and Fer- 

ritories, and the District of Columbia, ought to be suspended 
until the national debt already contracted or which may be 
contracted, shall have been paid; and that, ia the mean time, 
the said proceeds be set apart and pledged as a fund for the 
payment of the interest, and the gradual extinguishment of the 
principal of such debt. 

4. Resolved, That in any new adjustment of the tariff of du- 
ties on foreign imports which may become necessary, the prin- 
Ciples and piovisions of the act of 2d of March, 1833, commonly 
called the compromise act, should be adhered to and maintain. 
ed, as far as practicable, consistently with the necessary de- 
mands of the Government, economically administered, and 
with the equal justice due to every interest and pottion of the 
country. 

The question was taken on the adoption of these. resolutions 
py yeas and nays, and they were vejected by the following 
vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Bagby, Benton, Cathoun, 
Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, Preston, Rives, Sevier, Smith 
of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Wil- 
Tiams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—2l: 

NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Choate, Clay, 
Clayton, Evans, Graham, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Mer- 
rick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Simmons, 
Smith of Indiana, Tallmadge, White, and Woodbridge—22. 

Mr. KING moved that the Senate adjourn; but was prevailed 
upon to withdraw his motion by ; : 

Mr. ARCHER, who moved to go into Executive session. The 
motion was, however, withdrawn at therequestof 

Mr. PRESTON, who moved that all the resolutions and 
amendments be referred to the Committee on Finance, ~ ~ 

Mr. GLAY objected. {fe hoped the question would be taken 
on the first resolution at least, as it would have an immediate 
and beneficial effect on the public credit. Some of the others 
might be referred as suggested. ` g y 

Mr: ARCHER renewed his motion to go into Executive ses- 


sion. ‘JAn ; 
Mr. CLAY called to the recollection of the Senate that his suc- 
cessor was to take his seat to-morrow, and there was an obvious 
necessity for action on his resolutions this evening. , . 
Mr. PRESTON and Mr. ARCHER withdrew their motions. 
Mr. MANGUM moved to refer the 2d, 34, 4th and 5:h resolu- 
ions to the Committee on Finance. . ‘ 
i Mr, KING interposed, and observed that this motion was out 
of order. The first resolution should be disposed of before 
those next in order could be disposed o S 
This view of the case being acquiesced mM, f 
Mr WRIGHT renewed his motion to amend the resolutions, 
as willbe seen below. ee 
Mr. MANGUM asked if the amendment offered by the Se- 
nator from South Carolina [Mr Preston] was not first in 


j 2 ot x 
"The CHAIR observed that the Senator from South Carolina 
ithdrawn hisamendmest. g 
nag P PRESTON then moved to renew his amendment. 
The CHAIR decided that it was out of order pending the mo- 
tion of the Senator from New York [Mr. Wricat.) | a 
Mr, ARCHER demanded the yeas and nays on tie amend- 
ts; which were ordered. TA 
MMe. KING said the proper order of proceeding was, to take 
the question on each amendment consecutively. ee . 
Mg, WRIGHT explained that one of his amendinents Was, 


to substitute one ‘resolution. for four of the original resolütions 
the 7th, 8th, 9th and lôth.. But this substitute wasin itself sus: 
ceptible of many divisions. © 9 P A 

The substitute was then- read. 


CONGRESSIONAL: GLORE. 


Mr. CLAY observed that many of the objects of the amend- - | 


ment were embraced in his resulutions; but-there were also | 


specifications in the Senatoy’s-substiture which would require 
considerable deliberation, and-lead to much discussion, To 


avoid tkis; he had made his. resolutions general. The amend. `f 


ments propose such detaiis as cutting off foreign missions, &c, 
all of which miglit be good in their way, but must lead to dis- 
cussion. -. His own resolutions, according to his intention, if 
adopted, could be followed up, on reference to the respective 
committees, which could base their recommendations on the 
genéral expression of opinion made by the Senate. ee 

_ Mr. PRESTON was not prepared to go into the discussion 
which must arise, and was opposed to committing himself 
either for or against some of. the propositions at issue; he 
would therefore renew his motion to refer both resolutions and 
amendments to the Committee on Finance. : s 

Mr. CLAY observed that the effect of suth a motion would 
be to refer to the Committee on Finance, subjects which should 
go to the Committees on the Judiciary, Post Office, and Fo- 
reign Affairs. Ife hoped the Senator would not persist in his 
motion. If he did, he should be under the necessity of calling 
for a division of the question. $ 

Mr. PRESTON had no objection to modify his motion so 
that the reference should be to the appropriate committees, if 
it was in order for him to do so. $ 

Mr. CLAY called for a division of the question, so as to refer 
the second, third, fourth, and fifth resolutions to the Tommitice 
on Finance. = : 

Mr. Cray’s resolutions were read as follows: 

2. Resolved, That such an adequate revenue cannot be ob- 
tained by duties on foreign imports, without adopting a higher 
rate than twenty per cent. as provided for in the compromise 
act, which, at the time of its passage, was supposed and as- 
sumed asa rate that would supply a sufficient revenue for an 
economical administration of the Government. 

3. Resolved, therefore, That the rate of duties on foreign 
imports ought to be augmented beyond the rate of twenty per 
cent. so as to produce a nett revenue of twenty-six millions of 
dollars—twenty-two for the ordinary expenses of Government, 
two for the payment of the existing debt, and two millions as a 
reserved fund for contingencies. 

4. Resolved, That inthe adjustment ofa tariff to raise an 
amount of twenty-six millions of revenue, the principles of the 
compromise act generally should be adhered to; apd that, es- 
pecially, a maximum rate of ad valorem duties shuld be esta- 
pumped; from which there ought to be as litle departure as pos- 
sible. š 

5. Resolved, That the provision in the act of the extra ses- 
sion for the distribution af the proreeds of the public Jands, re- 
quiring the operation of that act to be suspended, in the contin- 
gency or a higher rateof duty than 20 per cent. ought to be 
repealed. 

Mr. Wricut’s amendments to the above were then read ag 
follows: 7 

In the second resolution. strike out allafter the word “ob- 
tained,” and insert the following: “without restoring to the na- 
tional Treasury the revenue from the public lands, or the im- 
position of high duties upon all foreign imports, including the 
ordinary neceasaries of life; thus making the tax onerous to the 
whole people, because of these necessaries the whole people 
are consumers.” 

In the third resolution strike out all after the word “there- 
fore,” in the first line, and insert “that so much of the act en- 
tided an act to appropriate the proceeds of the sales of the pub- 
lic Jands, and to grant pre empuon rights,” approved on the 
4th day of September, 1841, as appropriates those proceeils to 
the States and Territories, and to the District of Columbia, 
ought to be repealed, because it is now apparent that this por- 
tion of the public revenue cannot be taken from the National 
Treasury, without creating the instant necessity for increased 
loans, or additional taxation, or both, to an amount sufficient to 
supply the deficiency thus produced. 

In the 4th resolution strike out all after the word “amount” ia 
Ist line and insert: 

Of revenue such as may be required over and ahove the 
means to bs derived from thesales of the public lands, which 
amount should always be equal tothe current expenditures of 
the Government, economically and properly administered, and 
to the gradual but certain extinguishment of any existing 
debt, the principles of the act of the 2d of March, 1833, entitled 
“An act to modify the act of the 1th of July, 1832, and all 
other acts imposing duties on imports,” commonly called the 
compromise act, ought to be adhered to asthe general basis of 
such adjustment.” 

In the 5th resolution strike out the [words “ought to be ree 
pealed,’? and insert “presents the gronnd upon which only Con- 
gress has assented to the distribution of the land revenue to the 
States, and when it shall appear that the distribution cannot take 
place consistently with the terms of that provision, it willap- 
pear that a state of things exists under which Congress 
cid not intend it should take place at all. 

The question was put and thë motion was agreed to. | 

Mr. CLAY hoped the Senate would reject the proposition to 
commit the others, and decide upon them, 

Mr. EVANS said if it wasin order he would move to refer 
the Sih resolution to the Committee on the Judiciary, sh» 9:h to 
the Committee on the Foreign Affairs, and the 10th to ithe Cem- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads; and 

Mr.. PRESTON moved that the 7th be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Retrenchments. 

Mr. WRIGHT hoped 
cluded in the reference. 

Mr. PRESTON said they were so included. 

The 7th resolution was read as follows: 

7. Resolved, That the contingent expenses of the two Houses 
of Congressought to be greatly reduced; and the mileage of 
members of Congress ought to be regulated and more clearly 


defined. F 
‘Amendment—strike out all after the word resolved, and in- 


the amendments would also be in- 


sert: 
“TIerefore, That Congress is called upon to retrench its ex- 
enses: wr N 
7 By abridging the duration of the long session; — ; 
By regulating and more clearly defining the mileage of the 
members; and . 
By diminishing its contingent expenses, and especially those 
incurred, for stationery; for printing; for the employment of 


|. the"appropriations for diplomatic: représentatives: to 
_ and Brazil to the compensation attached to the grade ofi 


- not to.exceed the weight of —— 


transmitted throug! 

_ Alid that Congress is: 

in.the following departments of thé públic service, 
:To diminish.the expenses of the udiciary pari 
To bring the diplomatic relations of the United B 

narrower limits, by discontinuing appropriations fe 

Waffaires at Naplés, Bogota, Cataccas, St. Jago, a 
To diminish the expenses of foreigi intercou 


ters resident, and for those for Austria and Mexico to the coms 
pensation attached to the grade of Char; e Q Affaires: 22 
To restricting the franking privilege of members of Congress: 


to letters and other communications in writingonly, and those. 


tr y z : 

To further limit and more clearly: define the franking privi- 
leges of. deputy postmasters; and : are 

To increase and regulate, according to the weight, the charges 
to be made upon books, pamphiets, and other printed packages 
transmitted through the mails. : pane aed 

The. motion to refer this resolution to the Committee on Re~ 
trenchments was agreed to. othe nd) Baas 

Mr. Cravy’s Sth, 9th, and 10th resolutions were then read, ax 
faliows: . ‘ ea he s TERR ined 

8.: Resolved, That the expenses of the judicial department of 
Government have, of late years, been greatly increased, and 
ought to be diminished, : Sige ahah. i 

9. Resolved, That the diplomatic relations l 
States with foreign powers have been unnèeessarily exten 
during the last twelve years, and‘ ought to ve reduced. i 

10. Resolved, Thatthe franking privilege ought to be Turker 
restricted, the abusive uses of it restrained and. punished, the ., 
postage on letters reduced, the inode ‘of estimating distances. . 
more clearly defined and prescribed, and a small addition to... 
postage made on books, pamphlets, and. packages, transmitted 
by the mail, to be graduated arid increased according.to thent 
respective weights, ae OP nee 

And the question being taken, the eighth resolution was Te: 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary, the ninth to Foreign - 
Affairs, and the tenth to the Committee on the Post Office and. 
Post Roads. ` : ‘ 

i Mr. EVANS observed that the only resolutions left were thé 
st and 6th. ine 
Mr. CALHOUN inquired if the word revenue in the first re- 
rolution was intended to exclude the proceeds of the public 

ands. 

Mr. CLAY said the word was revgnwe, without reference to 
the source from which it was to becerived. The Senator could 
vote on it according to his own impressions. “The resolution 
had, perhaps properly enough, been declared a mere struit, 
If he (Mr. Cray) had any mental reservation it would be of 1 


value. s : PEAS 

Mr. KING did not consider it of any consequence whether the 
resolutions were adopted or not. ‘They had no practical result, 
and were not worth a pinch of snuff, í DRET 

Mr. CLAY eked, was 1t nothing to express a great ‘moral 
truth for the saffsfaciion of the country and the tranquilizing 
of the public mind, after the Government had been’ sight years, 
suffering under the consequences of an inadequate revenue to 
meet its expenditures? s $ : ; 

Mr. KING thought the true way to satisfy the country, and, 
tranquilize the public mind, was lo pursue some definite ime 
of action—to bring in at on: e substantive measures in the form: ° 
of tills fordecisive action. Mere. declarations of idle abstr 
tions, and professions of what ouzht to be done, amounted 
nothing. Why had so, much time been wasted in discussing 
those worse than useless abstractions, in the face of a suffering 
country, demanding action and ‘not professions. He had wit: 
nessed with pain, forthe month just closed, the discussion on 
these resolutions, 10 the utter exclusion ofall useful legislation, 

The first and sixth resolutions of Mr. CLAY: were agreed to, 
as follows: < A 

1. Resolved, That it is thé duty ofthe General Government 
to provide an adequate revenue within the year to meet, the'cur- 
rent expenses of the year; and that any. expedient, either by 
by Joan or by Treasury notes, to supply, in time of peace, ade» 
ficiency of revenue, especially during successive years, is uns 
wise, and must lead to pernicious consequences, à 

6. Resolved, That it is the duty of the Government’at all 
times, but more especially in a season such as now exists of ger 
neral embarrassmentand pecuniary distress, to abolish all use- 
less institutions and offices, tocurtatl all unnecessary expenses, 
and to practise rigid economy. i 3 : 

The Senate then wentinto Executive session, and after some, 
time spent therein 

Adjourned. 2 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepnespay, March 30, 1842. 

The journal of yesterday was yead and approved, _ ae 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the House resolve itself-into 
Committee of the Whole ou the state of the Union, : 

Mr. COWEN desired Mr. Fittmors to waivethe motion, : + 
in order to enable him (Mr. C.) to submit a motion to reconsi : 
der the vote by which the communication from Messrs, Blair’ 
and Rives had yesterday been referred to the Commiuee ons 
Judiciary. o ; i eee 

Mr. FILLMORE declining to yield, the question:on the mo 
tion was taken and decided in the aflirmative, 

THE LOAN BILL. j 

So the House resolveditself into Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, (Mr. Warp, of New York, io.the'chair,) 
aud resumed the consideration of the bili -forthe extension of 
the Joan of 1841, and for an addition of five millions ‘of dollars 

eto.” ee 

RG rane Cunder thè direction of the Committee of 
Ways and Means) had moved toamend the bilby adding there- 
f Rowing, as section 3: ose 

F: pore en enacted, That..the moneys arising from ` 
duties on goods, wares, and merchandise “which may be im- | 

orted into the United States be, sand the same are hereby, 

Piedgéd for the paymentand redemption of stock heteafter to be 
Teas under and: by virtue of thisact and the act of Jnly 21, 
1841, hereby amended, and: sọ much thereof as may be neces- 
sary. to: pay. the “interest on -said stock, and redeem the same 
when due, is hereby appropriated to that object, to be applied 


. py: the Secretary of. the Treasury to such payment and re- 
; demption: 


Which said amendment Mr. Wise had moved toamend, by 
adding thereto the following provisa 


. 


* 


"Provided, *That-it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the 


‘Treasity, ifsaid stock hereby directed to.be issued shall at any . 


time;and as soon as it shall atany time, depreciate below Par, to 
‘purchasé.and redéem the same, erie ; 
Ani the. question. being un the.amendment to the amend- 


ment= >i ` ao : 

Mr. ATHERTON said he believed it must be aparent to every 
‘one that the great question under consideration, was whether an 
‘attempt should be made to` procure this loan, without any suf- 
Jicient and ample pledges at the time of mating it, to secure the 
epay ment of 1, ov whether it. shall besent forth without any 
such pledge... More especially was this question forced on their 


~ ‘@onsideration.since the message of the President of the United 


„States had been received a fow days ago; and it was his purpose 
to reply briefly. to some suggestions which had-heen thrown out 
“in this debate concerning. the. subject of the public Jands,-the 
proceeds-of which the President has yecommended the House 
to pledge to. secure the payment of this loan. The gentleman 


from Kentucky, [Mr.: MARSHALL] who.spoke days since, re- 
ferred to the land fund asa fund derived from cessions by cer- 
tain States; aud he spoke of the impropriety of depriving the 
Stales of the vesidaum of that which they had conceded to the 


Government. . 


He would now proceed to refer to certain facts, in reference 
to the allusions that had been made by gentlemen who preceded 
him to the state of the ene of the country on the coming 
into power of the present Administration. Le alluded to the re- 
marks of Mr. Cusnixe and other gentlemen, relative to the inhe- 
rited debt found existing by the present Administration when it 
came into power, and yielded the floor to My, C. for an explana 
tion, He understood the message of the President as the gen- 
Ueman from New York [Mr McKeon] did, as conveying the 

` ïdea that there wasa giving up ofa great debt to the present Ad- 
ministration from the last. He would ask the gentleman from 
Massachusetts if this loan bill only proposed to fund an inhe- 
riteddebt? He referred to the Senate dosament, in which was 
astatement from the Secretary of thé Treasury, in answer to a 
resolution of the Senate, of the public debt on che 23d December 
and the 3d March, 1841, showing (hat the amount at the first 
named period was $14,723,095, and.at. the latter period $8,379,- 


059; from which it appeared, hy the Secretary’s own statement, J 


that te debt had increased $9 349,026 daring that time under 
vat Administration, ffeiten referred to the items com- 
379,059, she wing that deductions from that amount 
d be made otabout a million and a half for the debt of the 
ict of Columbia, o1 the amount of Treasury notes at that 
paid into the custora-house, dc. leaving about $5,600,000 as 
the amoant of debt lefcby Mr. Van Buren’s administration, and 
caused by the expenditures of that Administration; and this 
amount agreed with the statement ìn Mr. Ewing’s report of the 
amount of Treasury notes at that time outstarding. 

Wiat had been the course of this Administration in relation to 
the punlic debt? A loan of five anda half. millions was con- 
tracted under the act of July, $841, which authorized a loan of 
twelve millions, -An issue of Treasury notes had been autho- 
rized (his session of five milions. Tere was a request, by the 
o them; to make the remainder of that loan available, 

which was tartamonnt to an additional lvan of six millions and 

a half. That was not all: there was a recommendation of the 

addition of the power to keep out Treasury notes, by allowing 

interest on those notes, which was tantamount to an additional 

Joan, to whatamonnt did not appear from the report of the Se- 

cretary. The President ‘of the Usited States, in his message of 

March, 1842, and the Secretary ofthe Treasury had made a fur- 

ther request of $5,600,000, to redeem the Treasury notes that 

wouid be outstanding at the end of the years and five millions 
were to be added to this bill. 

It was 2 very forcible commentary on the rule they had adopt- 
ed for taking bills out of committee, that, although this bill pro- 
posed an increase of five millions to the loan, the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means being instructed to with- 
draw the amendment preposing to strike out theaddition of five 
millions, which was equivalent to moving an additional 
amount of five millions. This. was te be dene without even 
the chairman himself having the power to explain why it 
should be done, and while he had had no opportunity to make 
an opening speech ou this important loan bill, to give his ideas 
as to the practicability of obtaining the loan, the amount re- 
uired, and the reasons why there isto be such an addition of 
tive millions, 

Mr. FILLMORE said, if he understood the gentleman cor- 
yectly, he had complained that the chairman of the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means had not explained the situation of 
the Treaiury- 

Mr. ATHERTON had complained not of the gentleman, but 
of the rule. 

Mr. FILLMORE regretted it very much. He had tried 
to get the floor last night, burt the gentleman had succeeded 
over -him. 

Mr. ATHERTON saul it now appeared on the face of this 

. bill that an amendment was proposed to strike out five mil- 

` lions from this loan. which was equal to the amount of Trea- 

_ Suty notes issned. In the course of eventsthe Secretary of the 
Treasury had come forward and said he should need $5,600,000 

“more; and the Committee of Ways and Means was to give 

“ Him'telief to that amount; and that, too, by the chairman with- 
drawing this amendment. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he wished the gentleman would give 
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him the balance of the time, that he might explain the amend- 
ment and the necessity ofthe bill. foot te g 
Mr. ATHERTON declined doing this; saying that this 
was a rule of the majority, and they should have all the benefit 
of it. : E : : > 
Gentleman on the other side had said they did not consider 
themselves responsible. for -this state of affairs, and spoke asif 
the Executive was responsible alone. He asked whether the 
Executive had refused his assent toany measure passed by the 


present majority exceptthe bank billsalone? Did not gentle- - 
men, by this mode of reasoning, abolish the power of Con- - 


gress altogether? Although they had a majority in this and 
the other ‘end of the Capitol, they avowed that Congress are 
nothing andthe Executive. is every. thing. That was the se- 
verest blow at. the importance of Congress that had ever been 
struck. : z 

What wag the wisdom of this Administration, when they saw 
aconstanily diminishing revenue, a debt which the President 
said was not owing to’ his Administration, when the revenue 
was not sufficient to carry on the Government, to giveaway 
that part of the revenue derived from the public lands?. The 
gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. Cusuine] had intimated 
that this constantly decreasing revenue throughout Mr. Van 
Buren’s administration was one of the burdens now. falling on 
this ‘Administration. Did it relieve them from any burden to 
throw away the revenue from the public lands? Why did they 
not make their tax bill at the extra session sufficient, so as to 
supersede the necessity cf a loan? They had power ta do 
any thing, by any immense majority in’ both Houses of 
Congress. Notwithstanding the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts had acknowledged the constantly decreasing and 
insufficient revenue during Mr. Van Buren’s Adminis- 
tration, and that, although commencing that Admiristration 
with a public debt, yet he must acknowledge, on the authority 
of the report of his own Secretary, that, although that Adminis- 
tration entered into power with a debt, all the debt left by them 
was about $5,660,000. Towards the close of Mr. Van Buren’s 
administration, the expeuditures were reduced on a sliding 
scale; and, notwithstanding the declaration of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, that there were burdens imposed and the 
revenue insufficient, this party, professing “economy, retrench. 
ment, and reform,” had started the expenditures in an u pward 
course, giving away at the same time the proceeds of the pub- 
lic lands. When they contemplated the wisdom of such a 
conrse, pursued by statesmen, was there any. wonder that the 
credit of Goverymeat was lost? 

If this distribution bill had not been passed, the land sales 
would not have been stopped, and there would have been a 
fund to sav the Government the discredit of the depreciation 
ofthe Treasury notes. For some purpose or other the land 
sales had been stopped, perhaps for the sake of creating a ne- 
cessity of adopting this beautiful system of protection, which 
otherwise might be called taxation. 

The idea had been ridiculed of saving this sma!l amount of 
proceeds ofthe lands. Had they not called thisa vast domain, 
that would enable the States to redeem their credit and save 
themselves from disgrace; and yet this fund was nothing when 
kept entire in the Treasury of the United States! It had al- 
ready acted as an ample. and sufficient pledge for the payment 
of the Revolutionary debt. The gentlemen from Kentucky 
(Mr. MARSHALL] and from Vermont [Mr. EveraTrT] had said 
that our main difliculty was the want ofcredit. Ifihat was s0, 
what was the remedy, except to give an ample and sufficient 
pledge for it, and not be squandering our revenue by distribu- 
tion, by which the credit of the States had not been improved; 
but it tended to make them wasteful at the same time that they 
are rapacious, and deprived them of their firmest source of 
credit—the principle of self reliance, 

Gentlemen talked about responsibility and repudiation. He 
could not conceive of any repudiation more perfect than the 
repudiation provided for by the bill which had received the 
sanction of this House—the bankrupt law; which was an cx- 
anaple of repudiation which would do much to destroy the cre- 
dit of the country. Another kind of repudiation was of banks, 
When a bank repudiated its debts, how many were ready to say, 
it is for the benefit of the people at jarge? There were other 
things that were calculated to destroy the credit ofthe country. 

Who was responsible for the present state of things—for the 
loss of the creditof the country—except the present majority? 
Do you wish to make us responsible? (said Mr. A.) Repeal 
the bankrupt law; refuse to deal with banks that will not take 
your paper at par; repeal your land bill, distributing and squan- 
dering the means of Government; restore the Sub-Treasury;— 
do that, and then you may call on usto be responsible; but re- 
Store the country to the prosperous. condition in which you 
found it; restore the honor and credit of the nation, before you 
attempt to throw off from yourselves the responsibility. 

The hour of two o'clock having arrived— ' 

The CHAIRMAN announced the order of the House of 
the 25th instant, by which it had been determined that de- 
bate should cease at this hour, and that the committee should 
proceed to vote on all amendments pending, or that may be 
Be, first question was on the amendment to the amend. 

ent. 

Mr.M. A. COOPER asked Mr. Wise to modify his amend- 
ment soas to add the words, “to be paid outof any moneys in 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated,” 

Mr. WISE declined to accept the modification. 

„Mr. SPRIGG asked Mr. Wise to accept ofthe following mo. 
Aification: : 

Provided, That the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby 
authorized to apply, from time to time, such sum ‘or sums out 
of the Treasury towards the redemption by purchase, and at a 
prico rot above par, of the principal of thesaid stock’or an y part 

ereof. h 

Mr. WISE accepted the modification. 

Mr. RAYNER made an inquiry of Mr. Wise not heard by 
the Reporter; but-— 

Mr. WISE said he had accepted the modification as a substi- 
tute for his amendment. : 

The question was then taken, and decided in the negative — 
ayes 69, noes 90, = 

So the amendment, as modified, was rejected. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina, moved to amend the 
amendment of the Committee of Waysand Means, by inserting 
after the word “pledged,” the words: 

“And whenever the daty on any of thesaid goods, wares, and 
merchandise shall exceed twenty per cent, upon the value 
thereof, the proceeds of the sales of the Public lands are also 
hereby pledged.” 


Mr. FILLMORE raised a point of order on this amend- 


othe CHAIRMAN slated that the Chair had ona former day 


decided an amendment of the same character to be in or. 
der, An appeal had been taken from the decision of the Chair, 
and the commiitee had reversed that decision. Under that de- 
cision of the committee, ane Chair felt bound to decide that the 

endment was not in order. . a 
Mr, CAMPBELL desired to know if he could be permitted to 
say a few words in explanation. P 

{Cries of no, no- Order, S| ie 

The CHAIR replied in the negative. . at 

Me WISE appealed from the decision of Chair deciding Mr. 
CAaMPRELL’s amendment to be out of order. Eri 

Mr. W, proceeded to explain that there was a difference 
between the amendment alluded fo by the Chairman and that 
now offered, The former proposed the repeal of a law; this 
did not. i 

Mr. CARUTHERS called Mr. W. to order. 

Mr. CAMPBELL said that this was by no means the same 
amendment as the one referred to by the Chair, 

Mr, ©. was called to order. i ri 

Mr. WISE raised the point of order that the resolution pro- 
viding that debate should cease on this bill did not preclude de» 
bate on a point of order. 

The CHAIR decided to the contrary. i a 

Mr. WISE called for the reading of the resolution, which, af- 
ter some delay and conversation, was read, i 

The question, “Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the 
judgment of the committee?” was taken, and decidedin the 
afirmative—ayes 96, noes 38. 

So the decision of the Chair wys affirmed, and the amend- 
ment of Mr. Camprxnt was decided to be out of order. 

Mr. WISE then moved to amend the amendment of the Com» 
mittee of Ways and Means go as to pledge the proceeds of the 
sales of thé public lands instead of the duties on goods, wares, 
and merchandise. X 

Mr. CARUTITERS rose to a question of order; 

[Cries of “No, no;” “let the question on the amendment be 
taken.” k 

Mr. ARNOLD rose to insist on the point of order. 

[Renewed cries —“No, no;” take a direct vote on it.] 

Mr. BARNARD rose to insist on the point of order. 

Mr. STEENROD insisted it was too late. 

The question on the amendment of Mr. Wiss was then taken, 
and, by ayes 77, noes 104, was rejected. , 

Mr. ROOSEVELT moved to amend the amendment by 
pledging, in lieu of the duties on. goods, wares, and merchan- 
dise, so much and such parts of the public lands.as were pur- 
chased by treaty from France and Spain, with funds drawn 
from the general Treasury of the Union. y 

The amendment, by ayes 71, noes 97, was rejected, : 

Mr. McKAY moved to amend the amendment, by adding 
thereto a provision that the 4th section of the actof July, 1841, 
should beso modified as to make it the duty of the Secretary of 
the ‘Treasury to apply any surplus which might hereafter be in 
the Treasury to the purchase of the said stock at its market 
price, not exceeding par value, and to render to Congress a re- 
gular account of said purchases; and further enacting that cer. 
tificates of stock issued under this or the former loan bill should 
be reecivable in payment for public lands, or of public dues 
arising from customs or otherwise. 

The amendment was rejected. isn 

A slight verbal amendment by Mr. FILLMORE, not inteli» 
gible without the section itself, was agreed to, 

Mr. M. A. COOPER moved to amend the amendment, by 
adding at the end thereof a proviso that the revenues hereby 
pledged for the redemption of the Joan should be applied as fast 
as received to the purchase and cancellation of the stock issued 
in virtue of this act. 

The amendment was rejected, 

Mr. M. A. COOPER moved to amend the amendment, by 
adding atthe end ofthe 5th line the words, “after reserving 
therefrom so much as may be necessary to pay the ordinary 
expenses of the Government.” 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. FORNANCE moved to amend the amendment by adding 
a proviso thatno certificate of stock should be issued until a 
specific source of revenue should be appropriated for the re- 
demption of the stock issued under this act and the act of July. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. M. A. COOPER moved to amend the amendment by 
striking out all after the word “that,” and inserting a pro- 
vision that the provisions of the land distribution bill should 
be suspended until the sum accruing from the sales of the 
public lands should amount to a sum evfflvient for the re. 
demption of the loan created—to be applied to its extinguish- 
ment, 

Which. amendment was rejected. 

Mr. BARNARD moved io amend the amendment by in- 
serting a provision that hereafter there should be levied and 
paid on teas and coffees imported into the United States a 
duty of twenty per cent, ad valorem; and that the moneys 
arising therefrom should beset apart and pledged as a distinct 

und, 

The CHAIR decided the amendment to be out of order. 

Mr. BARNARD appealed from the decision. 

And on the question, “Shall thé decision of the Chait stand 
as the judgment of the committee?’ the vote stood: Ayes 90, 
noes 54, 

So the decision of the Chair was affirmed, and the amend- 
ment was declared out of order, 

Mr. ROOSEVELT moved to amend the amendment by 
striking out the words “hereafter to be.’ 

Whith amendment was rejected. 

_Mr. ROOSEVELT moved to amend the amendment by ad- 
ding, after the words “United States,” the wards “or so much 
thereof as may be equal to the payment from time to time of 
interest; andto the ultimate redemption of the principal of said 
stock.” 

Mi: FILLMORE said he was willing to accept the amend- 
ment, 

, Mr. STANLY suggested that the gentleman could not accept 
it, inasmuch as the original amendment had come the Commits 
tee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. FILLMORE explained. He intended to say that he had 
himself no objection to the amendment, 

And. the question being taken the vote stood: Ayes 64, 
noes a A i 

So the amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. M, A. COOPER moved to amend the amendment in the 


a Se = 
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eighth line, after the word “stock,” by inserting the words, 

‘and that the-same shall from time to time ‘be applied to the 
purchase thereof.” 

The amendment was rejected. , 

And the amendment reported by Mr. Fruumorsg, from the 
Committee of Ways and Means, as section five, was then 
oagreed to. , 

The following amendment, also reported from the Committee 
of Ways and Means as section six, was next read: 

. Bea. 6..And beit further enacted, That it shall be the duty 
of the Secretary Of the Treasury to.report to Congress, at the 
commencement of the next session, the amount of money bot! 
rowed under this act and the act hereby amended. and of whom 
- and upon what terms it shall have been obtained, with an ab- 
stract or brief statement of all the proposals submitted for the 
same, distinguishing between those accepted and- those re- 
jected 
loans. 

No amendment was offered, and the section was agreed to. 

The following amendment, also reported from the Committee 
of Ways and Means, was then read: 

Suc. 8. Andbe it further enacted, That all Treasury notes 
heretofore issued under the act entitled “An act to authorize the 
issuing of Treasury notes,” approved the twelfih day of Octo- 
ber, eighteen hundred and thirty seven, and the acts subsequent 
thereto, and now outstanding and unredeemed, or which may 
hereafter be issued under and by virtue of the same, shall, if 
due and unpaid before the eighth day of March, eighteen hun. 
dred and forty-two, bear mntercstat the rate of six per cent, per 
annum from that day; and when they may becomedue here- 
after, ‘or may have become due since the said eighth day of 
March, eighteen hundred and forty-two, shall bear. interest 
from the day of their so becoming due at the rate of'six per 
cent. per annum, until they shall be respectively redeemed - 
Provided, That such interest shall cease atthe expiration of 
sixty days’ notice, to be given at any time by the Secretary of 
the Treasury in one or more of the principal papers published 
at the seat of Government, of a readiness to redeem the same. 
And the said interest shall “be payable semi-annually at the 
Treasury of the United States on the first daysof January and 
July in every year. J 

Mr. FILLMORE, under the direction of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, moved to amend the amendment by substi- 
tuting the “fifth” for the “eighth? of March, {a mera verbal 
amendment;} which was agreed to. 

Mr. ATHERTON moved to amend the amendment by in- 
Serling a'‘provisu “that no bill or note of any bank should be re 
ceceived in paymentof public dues, unless such bank or banks 
should receive Treasury notes on deposite at par.” 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. SPRIGG moved toamend the amendment, by reducing 
the rate of interest from six tofive per cent.; which amendment 
was rejected. 

And the amendment reported from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, as section eight, was agreed to. 

Mr, MCKAY moved toamend the bill by an additional sec- 
tion, providing that it should not hereatter be lawful to em- 
ploy as a depository of the public money any banks, or to re- 
ceive in payment of public dues the notes of any bank which 
refused to receiveon deposite Treasury notes on the faith and 
security of the Government of the United States in the same 
manverand with like effect as their own notes; provided. that 
nothing herein contained should alter any Jw or resolution 
which prescribed the money receivable in payment of public 
dues; and authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to make 
the necessary regulations for carrying the foregoing provision 
into effect. 

Mr. ADAMS inguired of the Chair if this amendment was in 


order? ae 

The CHAIRMAN decided that it was. 

And the question being taken, the amendment was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, section four of the bil] was 
so amended as to make it correspond with another portion there- 
of, in which (under an amendment introduced by Mr. Bygrurr) 
the period during which the Joan should ren had been extend- 
ed from twelve to twenty years. 

Mr. SPRIGG desired to move to strike out the eighth sec» 


tion. 
. The CHAIRMAN said it was too late, that section having 
been agreed to. 

‘Mr. BARNARD moved to amend the fifth section of the ori- 
ginal bill, (which now constitutes section 9,) which is inthe 
following words: 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the President of 
the United States is hereby authorized to borrow an additional 
sum, not exceeding the sum of fiye millions of dollars, ifin his 
opinion the exigencies of the Government may require the 
same; which additional loan shall be made within the time and 
according to the provisions of said act, as modified by this: 

By striking out all after the word “same,” and inserting in 
substance) on bonds with coupons attached to them, to run not 
more than two years, with interest not over six per cent. and 
for sums of not tess than one thousand dollars in each bond; and 
authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to cause the said 
bonds to be disposed of at the highest price that could be ob- 
tained for the same, after advertising for proposals a reason- 
able time; but never to be sold below par without previous ad- 
vertisement. 

My. CARUTITERS said he had supposed that the fifth sec- 
tion was stricken out, and that it had been abandoned by the 
Committee of Waysand Means. 

Mr. FILLMORE said it had not been stricken out, and the 
Committee of Ways and Means had changed their views on the 
subject. If permitted to do so, he would very briefly expiaia 
the reasona of that change. 
© Objection was made. ; 
© Mr. FILLMORE suggested to Mr. Barnarp that the third 
section of the bill (which at Mr. Js call was read) gave all the 
power that wasnecessary., . 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON dasired to be informed by the gentle- 
man from New York | Mr. Fintmoxg] whether the amendment 
now offered had the sanction of the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

Mr. BARNARD. 
ject to an answer. 
Mr. JOHNSON. Then I shall object to your amendment. 

And the question being taken, the amendment of Mr. Bar- 
NARD was rejected. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT demanded that a vote should be taken on 
the following amendment, of which notice had heretofore been 


We are not allowed to debate; I shal} ob- 


j and a detailed statement of the expense of making sach - 


aua tees Te ma ot 


given by Mr. FILLMORE, under the direction of the Committee 
of Waysand Means: _ 2 Soe ape a : 

“Strike out the fifth section, and in the title the words “and for 
an addition of five millions of dollars thereto,” and add “for al- 
lowing interest on Treasury notes due.” 


Mr. FILLMORE. The Committee of Ways and Means do- 


not make any such-mation. 
_ Mr. CARUTHERS. Then I move to strike out the fifth sec. 
tion, (now standing as section 9.) : X 

Mr. ROOSEVELT addressed an inqury to Mr. Frrrmore, not 
heard by the Reporter. ~ g ; 

(Loud cries to order.}. ` £ : i 

Lhe question on the amendment of Mr. CarutHEeRs was then 
taken and decided in the negative: ayes 62, noes 73. 

So. the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. BARNARD moved, as an addition to section eighth, a 
proviso that after the passage of this act it should not be lawful 
for the Secretary of the Treasury to issue, or cause to be issued 
in payment of any creditor of the Government, any Treasury 
notes at any point or place where the said notes should beara 
price under the par ofspecie, {unless by allowing to such ere- 
ditor to the amount of the discount thereon.]} 

Mr. PICKENS moved to amend the amendment by strik» 
ing out the words in brackets, so as to make the proviso un- 
conditional, à 

The amendment to the amendment was rejected. 

; And the amendment, by ayes 19, noes not counted, was-re- 
jected. è 

Mr. SPRIGG moved to strike out the eighth section. 

The CHAIRMAN decided the motion to be out oforder. 

The committee then rose, and reported the bill and amend- 
ments to the House, 

Mr. FILLMORE moved to amend the fourth section as 
amended, by striking out all after the word “that,” and insert- 
ing a provision thatthe Secretary of the Treasury be autho- 
rized to cause the stock to be disposed of at the highest price 
he can obtain for the same, on being advertised a reasonable 
time; but that no stock should be sold below par, except in 
pursuance of a specific advertisement. ic 

Mr, FILLMORE rose to speak, bnt owing to the excited state 
of the hall and the general bustle which prevailed, it was very 
difficult to catch all he said. He observed, as understood by 
the Reporter, that this was an amendment going to authorize 
the Secretary of the Treasury to sel} the bonds to be issued for 
this loan under their par value, if par could not be obtained. 
When this had been under consideration in Committee of the 
Whole, the gentleman from Vermont (Mr, Evererr] had offer- 
ed another amendment. 

Mr. F. said that had he not been satisfied that without this 
provision the bill must prove a perfect abortion, he never 
could have brought himself to give ithis assent; but being, as 
he was, fully satisfied that its insertion was the ouly way to 
save the honor and credit of the nation, he was willing himself 
to encounter ihe responsibility of the measure, odious and dis- 
graceful asssme gentlemen appeared to think it, Mr. P. for 
himself, felt that there was no odium justly attached to the pro- 
visiun: if any merited odium attached to the Honse in the en- 
tire transaction, it was from its failure to provide sooner for 
meeting its engagements. Here were four or five millions of 
Treasury notes falling due, and nothing in the Treasury with 
which to meet them. Nor were these notes in the hands of the 
rich alone: they werein the possession ofthe poor also—in the 
hands of widows and orphans, who had embarked their little 
all in the expectation that, as 2 thing of course, the pledged 
faith of the Government would be redeemed: and, unless the 
requisite means should be provided, every day would but ag- 
gravate the evil. This was inevitable. ; 

Mr. F, wished to call the attention of the committee to the 

fact that the Committee.of Ways and Means had it not only 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, but confirmed by concur- 
rent expressions of opinion from ail sources, that, unless autho- 
rity chould be given to sell the bonds below par, it was entire. 
ly certain that thejmoney proposed to be raised by the loan could 
not be obtained. ‘he truth of this statement could not be con- 
troverted. Should such permission, then, be refused, what 
would the whole country, what wouldthe whole world say? It 
must be that the Executive had done its duty in apprising Con- 
gress of ihe true state of the case, and of the existing necessity 
for such a provision, but that Congress had refused it, and had 
thereby failed in providing for the immediate and most pressing 
wants of the Government. Yes, that House must take the re- 
sponsibility of having disgraced the nation, He would say this 
to his Whig friends, especially; for one he was utterly unwil- 
ling to take any such responsibility ; and he was determined 
that it should not be laid to his charge that he had been want- 
ing in honorable and manly efforts to sustain the credit of his 
country, . 

It seemed to be assumed—and assumed only—that the majo- 
rity here, and they alone, were responsible for all the measures 
here adopted. Mr. F, did not so consider it. So far as they 
had a majority upon the committees of the House, they were 
certainly responsible for the measures recommended; but when 
these measures were reported to the House, ifthe country was 
disgraced by their rejection, the burden of reproach must falt 
equally on Whigs and Loco Focus. If the measures which 
would have redeemed the public credit and public honor were 
defeated, on those whose votes defeated them be the responsibi- 
lity, belong they to what party they might. g 

The last information received by the committee from New 
York was, that the Treasury notes of this Government were at 
a discount of 54 per cent. Under such circumstances could 
there be such madness in this hall as to induce any man to be- 
lieve that the bonds of that same Government would sell at their 
par value? . ars . pee 

Me. F. said that he did not feel bimself justified in detaining 
the House by going further into this subject. He would only 
put it to gentlemen whether, in such an emergency of the public 
Credit, they were not bound to act as every sensible private in- 
dividual would act in bisown case. If a man were under pe- 
cuniary liabilities, and went into the money market to endeavor 
to procure means to Meet. them, let him cry out ashe pleased 
at the extortion of the Shylocks who sat upon their money 
bags, and exacted the most grinding usury, but would he 
be satisfied with this, and do nothing to meet his engage- 
ments? No; every honorable man was ready to make any 
sacrifice, however costly, to meet promptly his pecuniary pro- 
mises. á 

The necessity for selling the public bonds at a discount arose 
not from any disbelief in the ability of the Government to re- 
pay money borrowed, but from the fact that the existing state 
of the country made money worth morethan the ordinary inte- 


stration ofthe 


r fan interest of six per cent, were selli 
the market ata discount of twenty per cent. and those 
per cent; at a rate still lower. -And this not -becauge 
dreamed that the State would-fail to pay the money, 
cause they who had money. could use it to morea 
‘The note of no private individual, behis credit what it m. 
the note of John Jacob Astorhimself-—would not sell atp 
cause money was warth more than the legal interest wiih ‘the’: 
note would command. Insuch astate of things, if this Govern-. 
ment entered the market asa borrower, it rust expect to give 
the same rates as others, or not to get the money it wanted.” Tt 
had, therefore, this alternative, to let its roles be winder protest 
and its credit be dishonored, or to part with its bonds fer cash at 
a discount, Mr. F. could not hesitate which to choose; and 
nothing should be wanting on his part to provide for meet- 
ing the public engagements with promptitude. He: offered 
ue amendment by direction of the Committee of. Ways and 

eans. J 

And here he wanted to say one word about the addition to 
the loan of five millions of dollars. . He regretted that, while in. 
Committee ofthe Whole, he had had ho opportunity, as he had, 
hoped to have, of explaining at large the provisions of this bill, 
and the existing situation of the Treasury: he had expected to~ 
do this, but the course of the debate had put it out of his power, 
Te should now, say as little as possible, for he was suffering un- 
der a hoarseness which made every word a pain.: 


It would be recollected that the Secretary of the 'Treasary, in | 


his annual report, stated the situatation of the Treasniysto be 
such as toleave a deficit of $14,218,570 to be provided for.. ‘Here’ 
Mr. F. quoted the reported the report to show, haw: this balance 
wasmade out, The Secretary proposed, in ofder.to meet it, a 
a loan of six and a half millions and an issue ofissue of Treasury 
notes offive millions. Thisstill lefta balance of.$2,718,570 un- 
provided for; besides which, he asked for a surplus'of two mil- 
lions more, tobe left in the Treasury asa reserve? I 
tingent demands; making the unprovided balance:44,718,570. 
The House had authorized the issue of five millions of Treasury 
noles, and the residue of the twelve million loan, still leaving 
this balance of $4,718,570 unprovided for. To meet this, the 
bill authorized an additional Joan of five millions. ; 

The Secretary estimated, as one elementof his calculations 
nineteen millionsas the resullof the customs for the present 
year. When this estimate was made, who could have antici- 
pated all that has since occurred to reduce this amoant? So great 
had been the stagnation of business and the fall of the national 
credit, that the imports,and consequently the duties, must suffer 
a great falling off. The experience of ‘the Treasury. thus far 
warranted the conclusion that this diminution could not be less 
than a million of dollars; it was likely to be more; and the whole 
calculation showed that at the end of the ycar there would be a 
deficit of five and a half millions. | - : FILAS 

The Secretary had proposed to add to the present bill a sum 
sufficient to meet the amount of Treasury notes out at the close 
of the year; which, in preparing the bill, had accordingly been 
done. But the Committee of Ways and Means, on Jooking 
into the documents from the Treasury, had found no estimate . 
of that amount of notes still due at the end of the year, andon 
that ground had ordcred him to move an amendment striking 
out the clause for the addition to the loan of five millions more. 
Subsequently, however, it was discovered by the Secretary that 
the esumates for Treasury notes to remain due had, bya cleri-: 
cal inadvertence, been omitted to be sent to the committees and 
on those estimates coming in, they found that the sum wanted 
to meetthe Treasury notes that would remain out would be 
$5,600,000. As the original clause had proposed 95,000,000, 
they did not think it worth while to alter it forso small a diffe. 
rente; and therefore it was that he had witdrdrawn the amend- 
ment going to strike out the five million clause, ‘aid suffered it 
to stand as it now stood on the face of the bill. $ i 

After some explanatory remarks as to how the mistake above 
alluded to had been accounted for by the Secretary, Mr. F. took 
occasion to say, in justice to that officer, that from his own per- 
sonal and official intercourse with him, he had received strongly 
the impression that he was in the fullest sense of the word at 
honest man; but he was overwhelmed with a load of responsi- 
bility and labor, enough to crush any man. According to the 
present calculations of the Department, the actual deficit for the 
present quarter, taking all the Treasury rotes into the account, 
would be four anda half millions of dollars. And unless gen- 
tlemen were willing to see the Government from month to 
month contracting new loans, he trusted they would now pro- 
vide, at once, what would be wanted for the entire year, He 
need not say to men as intelligent ag those around him, that the 
issue of new stock could not but have the effectof diminishing 
themarket valueef what was now to be created) No man 
would take this if he believed that ina short time new loan 
bills wouldbe passed, and new Government bonds would be 
hawked about the market at what they would bring, to the de- 
preciation of what might be in hie own hands. Let.the House, 
then, provide at once for what it would need, and lét the public 
understand that there was no purpose of issuing more stock. 
He fairly warned gentlemen that if this amendment was reject- 
ed, they would have-to pass a new loan bill before the close of 
the session. x 

Herc he referred, in support of the amendment, to precedents 
as well in foreign Governments as in our own. Allthe civilized 
Governments of Europe had issued securities bearing @ fixed 
rate ofinterest, and thrown them into'the market, as@-vendible 
commodity, to bring what their value should’ ve peta ato be. 
This had long been the policy of Great Britain; and Me uhodi 
declared that it had only been by this policy that she had ever 
been enabled to borrow the enormous amount of ive thousand 
millions of dollars. How could gendemen affect: sO much in- 
dignation at the national degradation of having the Core! ee 
stock sold below par, when this had been the case for a hundre: 
and fifty years with the securities of the richest and strongest 
Government in the world, and.one who sacrificed. every thing 
tothe maintenance of her public credit? The teal fact was, 
that the question presented was a mere question of expediency, 

nd expediency only. Jt was.better for the Government to 
Sut a rate of six per cent. on its bonds, and sell them in market 
ii what might be theit market value, than, for the sake of sell 
ing them at par, set theevil example of paying an exorbitant 


Í ‘ coe 
ra WwW. , JOHNSON saithat he did not rise with any pur- 


‘The State.of New. | 


i mep 
` 1, JOHNSON held on to the motion steadfastly; remarking 


Mr. CLIFFORD moved that there be a call of -the House. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. moved that the House do now adjourn; 
but the motion was waived,-to enable Mr, FILLMORE to move 
the printing of the bill and amendments; which was ordered. 
The question on the motion to adjourn was then taken, and, 
being decided in the affirmative, D f 
` The House adjourned. ” 


‘Phe following were presented yesterday by Mr. Epwarps, 
of Missouri; x 

Petition of William B. Almond and one hundred and thirty- 
one.othera, praying Congress to suspend the cultivation of grain 
at Fort Leavenworth: referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs 

Petition of Thomas D. Ford and others, praying for a post 
youte from. Paimyra, in the state of Missouri, to Dubuque, in 
Iowa Territory ; referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Poat Roads. A 

Petition of O. F. P. Lucas and one hundred and eighty-six 
others, praying that thenew land district proposed to be esta- 
blished inthe State of Missouri may be limited to the Platte 
country: referred to the Committee of the Whole House. 

Proceedings of the St.. Louis Chamber of Commerce in rela- 
Jation tothe improvement of the navigation of:the Mississippi 
river andits principal tributaries, and the St. Louis harbor, with 
a statement submitted by A. B. Chambers, to the ‘@hamber: re. 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce, 


- IN SENATE, . 
Tuorspay, Marca 31, 1842, 

Mr. SMITH, from the Committee on Pablic 
Lands, reported a bill to confirm certain entries of 
land in the State of Louisiana, and to authorize 
the issuing of patents for the same; which was 
read and ordered to a second reading, 

Mr. KERR submitted the following resolution : 


“Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to commu- 
nicate to the Senate a copy of the proceedings of the court ofin- 
quiry, called at the request of Lieutenant Colonel R. E. de Rus. 
sy, relative to complaints made against him for the manner in 
ghion he procured the supply of stone forthe works at the Rip 

ADS. 

Mr. KERR asked for its consideration then, and 
Mr. PRESTON having interposed objection, 
The resolation lies over under ths rule. 

On motion of Mr. WALKER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be directed to inquire into the expediency of establishing 
a post road from Columous, in the State of Mississippi, through 
Colbert, Aberdeen, and Pontotoc to Ripley, there to: meet the 
road leading thence to Memphis and Commerce. 


Mr. GRAHAM, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of Daniel G. Skinner: 
which was read, and ordered te a second reading, 

Also. made an adverse report from the same 
committee, on the claims of Alexander MeMariry. 

Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to which a resolution of inquiry on the sub- 
ject had been referred, reported a bill directing an 
edition of the laws ofthe United States to be com- 
piled and printed, and for the distribution thereof : 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. ALLEN made an ineffectual effort to have 
his resolation taken up, calling on the Secretary of 
the Treasury for information as to what would be 
the loss to the people by the distribution act, and 
the taxation consequent, 

Several other motions, resolutions, and bills were 
passed over informally. 

The following resolution, 
Croare on the 2Ist instant, 
agreed tos 


Resolved, That ‘the Secretary of State be instructed to repor 
tothe Senate a statement ofall treaties or other atrangements 
now existing between the United States and other Governments, 
In which the principles of reciprocity and equality of duties and 
tonnage, whether in the direct or the indirect trade, fare stipn- 
tated, together with the dates of such treaties, and the periods 
respectively at which the stipulations above mentioned will 
cease; and any evidence showing the effect of such stipulations 
onthe commerce and navigation of the United States, 


The following resolution, submitted by Mr, Ben- 
ow en Monday last, was taken up: 


` Resolved, That the President of the United States oe re- 
Suested inform the Senate what quantity of public lands were , 


submitted by Mr. 
was taken up and 


“tained a vote upon these resolutions, and 
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surveyed and prepared for the market at and after the 4th day 
of March, I841, and not brought into market during that year; 
and also what quantity of- public lands have been offéred for 
sale to be brought into market during the present. year; also 
what quantity of public lands arenow prepared for market and 
are not offered for sale; and also what quantity of public lands 
are expected to be surveyed and be prepared for sale during the 
present year. i; : 

Mr. SMITH ‘ef Indiana moved to amend the 
resolution, by inserting after the word “year,” in 
the fifth line, the words, ‘‘and. the reasons why 
they were not offered for sale during said year” 
also to add at the end of the resolution the follow- 
ing: “and what quantity of lands are now offered 
for public sale, and what quantity is expected to be 
So offered daring the present year in each State and 
Territory,” 

The amendment was agreed to, and the resolu- 
ton was adopted. 

Several adverse reports of committees were ta- 
ken up and concurred in by the Senate. 

The bill for the relief of John Nix was taken up 
asin committee of the whole, and having been 
amended at the suggestion of Mr. KING, was re- 
ported to the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed 
far a third reading, 

The bill for the relief Enoch Hidden was next 
taken up asin committee of the whole. This bill 
proposed to pay Mr. Hidden two hundred dollars 
for the use by the Government of his invention of 
& screw and cap for cannon. 


Mr. WRIGHT explained the nature of the 
claim; showed that this invention which had been 
in the use cf the Goverment for more than 20 
years, was of great utility; represented the inventor 
as being a man peeuliarly entitled to just compen- 
sation at least—ihat he was an unassuming, poor, 
and honest man, and a blacksmith by trade. He be- 
lieved the Committee on Naval Affairs had under. 
rated the value of the invention, and maintained 
that if it was worth any thiag atallit was worth 
more than $200, and moved to amend the bill by 
striking out the $200 and inserting $1,000. 


This amendment was opposed by Mr. MAN- 
GUM, and advocated by Messrs. TAPPAN and 
ALLEN, who maintained that it would be crying 
injustice for the Government to withhold from this 
poor, honest, and meritorious mechanic, ample 
compensation for the use cf this invention, and for 
the patent. 

Mr. MANGUM ealled for the yeas and nays on 
tke adoption of the amendment; which were or- 
dered; and the question being put, the amendment 
was agreed to by yeas 22, nays 13. ' 


The bill was then reported to the Senate, and or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading. 


MR. CLAY’S VALEDICTORY. 


Mr. CLAY rese and said, before offerizg the 
motion which it was his intention to submit to the 
Senate, he desired to make a single observation 
with regard'to a subject which he was about to 
leave unfinished—he meant the resolutions which 
he had submitted, proposing certain amendments 
to the Constitution of the United States, It had 
been his wish, prior to his retirement, to have ob- 
also to 
have replied to the arguments which had been ad- 
vanced by their opponents; but owing to the feeble 
state of his health, he had been unable to enter 
upon areply, and owing. to the absence of ceveral 
of his friends, he had come to the conclusion that 
it would be better to commit the subject into the 
bands of the Senate, to be disposed of according 
to their judgment and diseretion whenever it might 
come up; and he would dismiss this subject with a 
simple remark in reference to the conviction which 
he entertained of the propriety of the different 
amendments which he had suggested ; those con- 
victicns he still deliberately entertained, notwith- 
standing all that he had heard upon the subject. 
~ And now, continued Mr. Cray, allow me to 
ancounce, formally and officially, my retirement 
from the Senate of the United States, and to pre- 
sent the last motion which I shall ever make Within 
this body; but, before making that motion, I irast 
I shall be pardoned for availing myself cf this 
occasion to make a few observations, At the 
time of my entry into this body, which took place 
in December, 1806, I regarded it, and still regard 


it, asa body which may be compared, without dis- 
advantage, to any of a similar character which 
has existed in ancient or modern times; whether 
we look. at it in reference to its dignity, its pow- 
ers, or the mode of its constitution; and I will 
also add, whether it be regarded in reference to 
the amount of ability which I shall leave behind 
me when I retire from this chamber. In insti- 
tuting a comparison between the Senate of ihe 
United States and similar political institutions, 
of other countries, of France and England for 
example, he was sure the comparison might be 
made without disadvantage to the American Senate, 
In respect to the constitution of theze bodies: in 
England, with only the exception of the peers 
from Ireland and Scotland, and in France with no 
exception, the component parts, the members of 
these bodies, hold their places by virtue of no de- 
legated authcrity, but derive their powers from the 
crown, either by ancient creation of nobility trans- 
mitted by force of hereditary descent, or by new 
patents as occasion required an increase of their 
numbers. But here, Mr. President, we have the 
proud title of being the representatives of sove- 
reign States or Commonwealths. If we look at 
the powers of these badies in Fiance and England, 
and the powers of this Senate, we shall find that the 
latter are far greater than the former. In both those 
countries they have the legislative power, in both 
the judicial with some modifications, and in both 
perhaps a more extensive judicial power than 
is possessed by this Senate; but then the vast and 
urdefined and undefinable power, the treaty mak» 
ing power, or atleast a participation in the con- 
clusions of treaties with foreign powers, is possessed 
by this Senate, and is possessed by neither of the 
others. Another power, too, and one of infinite 
magnitude, that of distributing the patronage of a 
great nation, which is shared by this Senate with 
the Executive magistrate. In both these respects 
we stand upon ground different from that cecupied 
by the Houses of Peers of England and of France, 
And I repeat that with respect to the dignity which 
ordinarily prevails in this budy, and with respect 
to the ability of its members during the 
long period of my acquaintance with it, withe 
out arregance or presumption, we may say, 
in proportion to its numbers, the compa- 
rison would not be disadvantageous to us 
compared with any Senate either of ancient or mu- 
dern times. Sir, | have long——full of attraction as 
public service in the Senate of the United States is 
—a service which might fill the aspirations of the 
most ambitious heart—-I have nevertheless long 
desired to seek that repose which is only to be 
found in the bosom of one’s family—in private life 
—in one’s home. It was my purpose to have ter- 
minated my Senatorial career in November, 1840, 
after the conclusion of the political Struggle which 
characterized that year. ButI learned very soon, 
what my own reflections indeed prompted me to 
suppose would take place, that there would be an 
extra session; and being desirous, prior to my re- 
tiremeni, to cc-operate with my friends in the Se- 
nate in restoring, by the adoption of mea- 
sures best calculated to accomplish that pur- 
pose, that degree of prosperity to the coun- 
try, which had been, for a time, destroyed, 
I determined upon attending the exta ‘seg. 
sion, which wis called, as wag well known, by 
the lamented Harrison. His death, and the succes 
sion which took place in consequence of it, pros 
duced a new aspect in the affairs of the country. 
Had he lived, Ido not entertain a particle of doubt 
that those measures which, it was hoped, might be 
accomplished at that session, wowld have been 
consummated by a candid co-operaiion between 
the Executive branch of the Government and» 
Congress; and, sir, allow me to say, (and itis ` 
only with respectito the ex'ra session) that I believe 
f there be any one free from party feelings, 
and free’ from bias and from. prejudice, 
who will look at its transactions in a spint of can- 
dor and of justice, but must come to ihe conclusion 
to which, I think, the country generally will come, 
that if there be any thing to complain of in con« 
nection with that session, it is not as to what was 
done and’concluded, but as to that which was left 
unfinished and unaccomplished. After the termis 
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nation of that session, bad Harrison lived, and had 
the measures which it appearcd to me it was desi- 
rable'to have accomplished, been carried, it was 
my. intention to have retired; bet I reconsidered 
that determination, with the vain hope that, at the 
_regular session of Congress, what had been un- 
accomplished at the extra session, might then 
he effected, cither upon. the terms proposed 
or in some manner which would be equivalent. 
But events were announced after the extra session 
—events resulling, I believe, in the failure to as- 
complish certain objects at the extra session— 
evenis which seemed to throw upon our friends 
every where present defeat—this hope, and the-oc- 
currence of there events, induced me tc attend the 
regular session, and whether in adversity or in 
prosperity, to share in the fortunes of my friends. 
But í came here with the purpose, which I am now 
about to effectuate, of retiring as soon as I thought 
I conid retire with propriety and decency, from the 
public councils. 

Fror the year 1806, the period of my entering 
upon this nobie theatre of my public service, with 
but short intervals, down to the present time, 
I have been engaged in the service of my 


country, Of the nature and value of those 
services which I may bave rendered during 


my long career of public life, ii does not become 
be tospeak. History, if she deigns to notice me, 
and posterity—if a recollection of any humble ser- 
vice which I may have rendered shall be transmit- 
ted to posterity—-wil! be the beat, trues), and most 
impartial judges; and to them I defer for a decision 
upon their value. ~ 
But, upon one subject, I may be allowed to speak. 
As to my public acts and publie conduet, they are 
subjecis for the judgment of my feilow-cilizens; but 
my private motives of actioi—ihat which prompted 
_ me to take the part which I may have done, upon 
great measures during their progress in ihe national 
councils, can be known only io the Great Searcher of 
the human heart and myself and I trust I shall be 
pardoned for repeating again a declaration which I 
mace thirty years ago; that whatever error I may 
have committed—and doubtless I haye committed 
many during my public serv:ice—I may appeal to 
the Divine Searcher of hearis for the truth of the 
declaration which I now make, with pride acd eon- 
fidence, that I have been actuated by no personal 
molives—that I have sought no personal aggran- 
dizement-~no promotion from the advocacy of 
those various measures on which [have been called 
to aet-—that I have had an eye, 2 single eye, a 
heart, a single heart, ever devoted to what appeared 
to be the best interests cf the coun'ry. Yel, sir, 
during this long period, I have not esci,ped the fate 
of other public men, in this and cther countries. 
I have been often, Mr. President, the object of 
bitter and unmeasured detraction and calumny. 1 
have borne it, I will not cay always wits compo- 
` sure, but I have borne it without creating any dise 
turbance. Ihave borne it, waiting in vnshaken 


and undoubting confidence, that the triumphs of- 


truth and justice would ultimately prev and 
that time would settle all things as they ought to 
be settled. I have borne them under the convic- 
tion, of which no injustice, no wrong, no injury 
could deprive me, that 1 did not deserve them, and 
that Heto whom we are all to be finally and ul- 
timately responsible, would acquit me, what- 
ever injustice I might experience at the hancs of 
my fellow-men. 

But I have not been unsustained during this long 
course of public service. Every where on this 
widespread continent have I enjoyed ibe benefit of 
possessing warm-hearted, and enthusiastic, and de- 
voted friends—friends who knew me, and appre- 
ciated justly the motives by which I have been ac- 
tuaied. To them, if I had language to make suita- 
bie acknowledgments, | would now take leave to 
present them, as being all the offering that I can 
make for their long continysd, persevering and 
gevoted friendship. But, sir, if I have a diffeulty 
in giving utterance to an expression of the feelings 
of gratitude which fili my heart towards my friends, 
dispersed throughout this contineal, what shall 
I say—-what can I say—at all commen- 
surate with my feeliags of gratitnde towards 
that State whose humble servitor 1am? I migrated 


| 
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to the State uf Kentucky neatly forty five years 
ago. E went there as an orphan, who bad not yet 
attained his mejority—-who had never recognised a 
father’s svile—peor, penniless, without the favor 
of the great—with an imperfect and inaequate 
education, limited to the means applicable tọ such 
a boy;—but scarcely had I set foot upon that gene- 
rous ‘soil, before I was caressed with parental 


-fondness—patreuized witk bountiful munificence 


——and I may add to this, that her cheicest honors, 
often unsolicited, have been freely showered upon 


"te; and when I stood, as it were, in the darkest mo- 


ments of human existence-—abaadoned by the world, 
ca‘umniated by a large portion of my own counny- 
men, she threw around me hr impenetrable shield, 
and bore me aloft, and repelicd the attacks of ma- 
lgnity and calampy, by which I was assailed. Sir, 
is to me an unspeakable pleasure that 1 am 
shortly to return to her friendly limits; and that I 
shall finally deposite (and it will not be long before. 
that day arrives) my last remains under her gene- 
rous soil, with ihe remains of her gallant and pa- 
triotie sons who have preceded me. 

Mr. President, a recent epithet, (I do not know 
whether forthe purpose of honor or of degrada- 
tion,) has been applied to me; aad Ihave been 
held up to the country asa dictator! Dictator! 
The idea of dictatorship is drawn from Roman in- 
stitutions; and there, when it was created, the per- 
son who was invested with this tremendous autho- 
rity, concentrated in his own person the who'e 
power of the Staie. He exereised unlimited con- 
trol over the property and lives of the citizens of 
the Commonwealih. He had the power of raising 
armies, and, of raising revenue by inxisg the peo- 
ple. Ifihave been a diciator, what have heen 
he powers with which I have beea clothed? Have 
I possessed an army, & navy, revenue? Have I had 
the distribetion of ike paronage of the Govern- 
men? Have I, in short, possessed any power 
whatever? Sir, if I have been a dictator, I 


think those who apply the epithet to me 
must at least admit two things: In the 
first ` place, that my dictatorship has been 


Gistinguished by no cruel executions, stained by 
no deeds of blood, soiled by uo act of dishonor. 
And they must no less acknowledge, in the second 
place, (though [do net know when its commence- 
ment bears date, but I suppose, however, that it 
is intended to be averred, from the commence- 
ment of the extra session,) that if I have been in- 
vested with, cr have usurped the dictatorship; 
I have at least ‘voluntarily surrendered the power 
within a shorter period than was ażsigned by the 
Roman laws for its continuance. 

Mr. President, if to have sought, at the extra 
session and at this, by co-operation with my fiiends, 
to carry ont those great measures which the majo- 
rity of 1849 desired to see adopted and 


execuied—if to have desired to see the currency | 


and exchanges of this country once more regulated 
—if to have desired to replenish the em coffers 
of the Treasury, by an im ica of suitable du- 

rejief to the un- 


ruined, ja a 


fortunate bankrep 
great measure. by ihe ope previous 
policy of the Governmert—il to have desied, by 
co-operation with my friends, to limit and restrain 
and regulate the Exccutive action, because it had be- 
come dangerous towards the other cepariments 
of the Government sin ay opinion, and in the 
opinion of the majority of 1840—if to have de- 
sired to preserve the honor and eredit of the eoun- 
try untarnished by adequate end suitable provision 
for revenue, suficient for Talflling all the public 
engagements—if ihe faithial purnose of cxecuting 
all these measures—ifan ardent desire to carry cut 
and redeem every pledge which was fairly made 
truggling for the acquisition 
f Tsay these efforis and this co-cpe- 
ration constitute rey dictatership, thea I suppose 
I must bear the odiam or the honor of the epithet 
whichever it may be considered. 

Mr. President, that my nature is warm, my 
temper ardent, my dispositicn in the public ser- 
vice enthusiastic, fam ready to own. But those 
who suppose they may have seen any proof of 
dictation in my conduct, have only mistaken that 
ardor for what I at least supposed to be patrictic 
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i 


exertions for fulfilling the wishes aud-expectations 
by which i-held-this seay. they have only mistaken 
the one for the other, -- ae : 

“Mr. President, during my long and ‘arduous ser 
vices in the public councils, and-especially: daring: 
the last eleven years, in the Senaie, the same ardor. 
of temperament hrs characterized my actions; and 


has no doubt led me, in ‘the heat of debate, in ene» 
deavoring to maintain my opinions in reference. tõ. 
the best-course to be .pursued in the conduct of 


public affairs, to use language. offensive. and sug- 
ceptible of ungracious interpretation towards’ my. 
brother Senators. a 
If there be any who entertain a feelixg: of dissa- 
tisfaction resulting from any circumsiance of this 


kind, I beg to assure tbem thal I now make ‘the. 


amplest apology. Aud, on the other band, I äs» 
sure the Senate, one and all, without exception and 
without reserve, that I leave the Senate Chamber 


without carrying with me to niy retirement a single | 


feeling of .dissatisfaction towards the Senate: ‘itself 
or any one of ils members. 1 go from it uader the 


hope that wee shall mutually consign to perpetual: 


oblivion whatever of personal an:mosities or jea. 


lousies may have arisee between us during the res. 


peated collisions of mind with mind.’ 


And now, allow me to submit the motion which: 
is the object that induced me to arise upon this oc” - 


to present the credentials: of 
who is 


casion. It is 
friend and 


my successor, 
to take my place. if, Mr. President, any 
void could be created by my withdrawal 


from the Senate of the United States, it wilds 
filled to overflowing by my worthy successor, 
whose urbanity, gallant bearing, steady adherence 
10 principle, rare and uncommon powers of debate, 


are well known already in advance to tbe whole” 
I move that the credentials be received, > 
and at the proper moment that the oath required be. 
And now, in retiring as Lam‘about - 
to do from tie Senate, I beg leave to deposite with | 


Senate. 
administered. 


it my fervent wishes, that all the great and patrio- 
tie objects for which it was instituted, may be ace 
complished—that the destiny designed for it by thé 
framers of the Constitution may be fulfilled—that 
the deliberations now and hereafter, in which it 
may engage for the good of our common coun: 


try, may eveniuate in the restoration of ils pros- ` 


perity, and in the preservation.and maintenance of 
her honor abroad, and her best interests at home, 
I retire frem you, Mr. President, F know; at a 
period of ‘infinite distrevs and embarrassment... I. 
wish I could bave taken leave of-the public coun- 
cils under more favorable auspices: but withe 
out meaning to say at this time, upon whom ‘re- 
proaches shoaid fail on account of that unfortunate 
condition, 1 think I may appeal tothe Senate and 
to ihe country for the wrath of what I say, when I 
declare that at least no bieme on account of these 
embarrassmenis and distresses can jusily restat 
my door. May the blessings of Heaven rest upon 


the heads of the whole Senate, and every member | 


of it; and mey every member of ltadvance still 
more in fame, and when they shail retire to the 
bosoms of their respeslive constituencies, may they 
all meet there that most joyous apc grate fal of all 


kumau rewards, the exclamation of their couatry- - 


men, “well doue thou good and faithful servants.” 
Mr. President, and Messieurs Senators, E tid you, 
one and ali, a long, alas’,a friendly farewell. 


The communication from the Governor of the.: 


State of Kentucky, with the credentials of Mr. 
Crirrenpen, were then read, announcing thet. the 
Legislature of the Staje had, on ihe 26ih of Febru 
ary, 142, elected the Hon. J. J. CRITTENDEN as a 
Senator in Congress, to take effect-from and after 
the resignation cf the Hon. Henry CLAY. n 

Mr, PRESTON said hé understood the appoint- 
ment was to take effect immediately on the retire- 
meat of the incumbent, who had sent bis resigna- 
tion to the Government cf the State; and he there- 
fore thought the newly-elected Senator should now 
be sworn in, and take his seats 

Mr. KING remarked that. there was no one less 
disposed than he was. to interrupt any act of cour- 
tesy, and he would not, therefore, have risen to 
say a.word, if he did not fear thata precedent 
right be established by any Gepariure from esta- 
plished usage. He conceived the true construction 


present - 


of the.case.in point was, that the resignation of the 
Senator. from. Kentucky [Mr. Cray] was to take 
effect from and after this day. Constitutionally, 
legislative bodies could not divide a day into frac- 
tional parts. Uaforeseen difficulties ‘might arise 
from. this precedent, and he thought it would be 

‘hbetter‘on that account that the new Senator from 
Kentucky should present himself to be sworn and 
to take his place to:morrow morning. 

Mr. PRESTON did not see any difficulty in the 
matter. The wording of ‘fie credentials from the 
State of Kentucky was, not that the appointment 
was to take effect from and after the day of the in- 
cambent’s resignation, but from and after the re- 
signation iself—acd that resignation had just taken 
place. If it had been from and after the day, as 
supposed by the Senator from Alabama, his objec- 
tion might be a valid one. But as that was not the 
wording of the official document, he conceived the 
Senator’s objection was removed. It might be of 
no consequence to wait till to-morrow; and, there- 
fore, what he had proposed amounted to nothing 
more than a mere courtesy, i 
` Miri. CRITTENDEN then presented himself and 
was qualified, and took his seat. 

Mr. PRESTON said he had, however, observed 
from the deep sensation which had been sympa- 
thetically manifested, that there was not much taste 

_ for going into business this evening; and he could 
not help participating in the feeling, which he was 
sure universa!ly prevailed, that something was due 
to the occasion. The resignation which had just 
taken place was an epoch in the annals of the 


` country; it would undoubtedly be so considered in ` 


history; and he did not know that he could beiter 
consult the feelings of the Senate, than by moving 
an adjournment. He therefore moved that the 
Senate do now adjourn; which motion was agreed 
to, and 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
; Tuurspay, March 31, 1842. 

The Journal of yesterday read and approved. 

Mr. GREEN, from the Committee on Publie 
Expenditures, asked leave at this time to make a 
report. 

Mr. PROFFIT objected. : 

Mr. BURKE, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reporied that that committee had examined 
and found to be correct the act to extend the time 
for selling the lands granted to the ine-rporated 
Kentucky Asylum for teaching the deaf and dumb; 
and the act to amend the several acts establishing 
a District Court of the United States at Jackson, in 
the Stale of Tennessee; which said bills received 
the signature of the Speaker. 

` THE TARIFF. 

Mr. SALTONSTALL, on leave given, reported 
„from the Committee on Manufactures a bill of the 
following title: 


“A bill supplemerttary to the act entitled ‘An act ta modify 
the act of the 14th of July, 1832, and all-other acts imposing 
duties on imports,’ approved March 2d, 1833.” 

Which said bill was accompanied by a report. 

‘The bill was read twice by its title, and, on mo- 
tion of Mr. S. was committed, with the accompany- 
ing report, to the Commitiee of the Whole on the 
staté of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

And, on motionof Mr. SALTONSTALL, 5 000 
extra copies of the bill, report, and accompanying 
documents were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HABERSHAM gave notice that a minority 
of the Commitice on Manufactures proposed to 
submit a counter report as soon as povsibie. 

On the suggestion of Mr. AARON V. BROWN, 
it was ordered that the counter report (when made) 
should take the same direction in all respects as 
the report of the majority. 

THE BRANCH MINTS. 

Mr. GREEN, by general coasent, reported from 
the Committee on Public Expenditures a bill to 
abolish the Branch Mints. 

The bill was read twice by its tide, and, with the 
accompanying report, was referred to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and 
ordered to be printed, 

“Mr WM. W. IRWIN. asked leave to make a 
yeport-from the Committee on Roads and Canals. 
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Mr. ARNOLD objected, unless a similar privi- 
lege was granted to other members having reports 
to make. 5 hie ae 

Mr. EVERETT suggested that, by general con- 
sent, the reports of committees should be received. 

. Objected to. 


The SPEAKER announced tke unfinished basi- 
ness of yesterday, being the bill ‘Yor the extensjon 
of the loan of 1841, and for an 4ddition of five 
millions of dollars thereto,” with the amendments 
reported from the Committee of the Whole on the 
state-of the Union. Fi 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON had demahded/‘the pre- 
vious question. ee att 

And Mr. CLIFFORD had moved thgf therebe a 


‘call of the House—pending which latter motion, 


the Hlouse had adjourned. 

And the question now recurred and was taken on 
the motton that there be a call of the House, and 
it was decided in the affirmative. 

Soa cali of the House was ordered. 

The Clerk called the roll, and 184 members an- 
swered to their names. 

The names of the absentees were then called, 
and 196 members appeared to be present, 

And, on motion of Mr. FILLMORE, ali far- 
ther proceedings in the cail were suspended. 

And the question recurring on the demand of 
Mr. W. C. Jounson. for the previous question— 

Mr. CARUTHERS asked Mr. J. to withdraw 
it, on his (Mr. ©’s) pledge to renew it as soon as 
he had submited a motion to strike out section 
eight of the bill, (or that which authorizes an ad- 
ditional loan of five millions of dollars.) 

[Cries of “No, no.”] 

Mr. W. G. JOHNSON, after a remark not 
heard by the Reporter, refused to withdraw the 
motion. 

And -the question’ being taken, there was a se- 
cond to the demand for the previous question. 

And the main question (being on concurring in 

the several amendments reported from the Com- 
miitee of the Wholé on the state of the Union, and 
ordering the bill to be engrossed for a third read- 
ing,) was ordered to be taken. 
~ And, first, the question was taken on the follow- 
ing ‘amendment, offered by Mr. FILLMORE yes- 
terday in the House, as a substitute for- the 4th sec- 
then: : 

“Scrike outall after the word “that,” in the first line, and in- 
sere “the proviso to the second section of the said act is hereby 
repealed; andthe Secretary of the Treasury is hereby auiho- 
rizedto cause the stock hereafter to be issued, to be disposed 
of at the highest price which he can obtain for the same, an 
its being advertiveda reasonable time for proposals; but no 
ck whatever shall be sold below.par, except upon and in 
suance uf a specific advertisement, and by virtue thereof,” 

Mr. FILLMORE asked the yeas and najs which 
were ordered; and being taken, resulted as fol- 
lows: 


Carey, 
Cras 


Joseph L. White, James W, Williams, Wise, and Wood—99. 
So the amendment was rejected. 


THE LOAN BILL. A 


The question was then taken serietim on the 
amendments reported from the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

[The points stricken. out are printed within 


: [brackets,] the parts inserted in itatics.] 


And the question being on concurring in the 
amendments to the following seetion: 


Sac. 2. And be it further enacted, That so much of said loan 
as may be obtained after the passage of this act shall be made 
reimbursable, as shall be agreed upon and determined at the 
time of issuing said stock, either at the will of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, after six months’ notice, or at any time [after] 
not exceeding [twelve] twéenty years trom the first day of 
January next. , . 

Mr. CARUTHERS asked the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered; and, being taken, resulted as 
follows: i 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Landaf. W. Andrews, Sher- 
Jock J. Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg, Baker, Barton, Birds- 
eye, Blair, Boardman, Botts, Brockway, Bronson, Aaron V, 
Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, Thomas J. Campbell, Casey, 
Childs, Chittenden, John U. Clark, James Cooper, Cowen, 
Cranston, Cushing, Garrett Davis, Deberry, John Ed- 
wards, Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, Gates, Gentry, , Pa- 
trick G. Goode, Granger. Green, Hall, William 8. Hastings, 
Henry, Howard, Hudson,Charles J, Ingersoll, Joseph R. Inger» 
soll, James Irvin, Wm. W. Irwin, James, Wm. C. Johnson, 
Isaac D. Jones, John P. Kennedy, Lane, Lawrence, Mallory, 
Thomas F. Marshall, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, 
Maxwell, Maynard, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Os- 
borne, Parmenter, Pendleton, Pope, Powell, Proffit, Benja- 
min Randall, Alexander Randall, Randolph, Rayner, Ridg- 
way, William Russell, James M. Russell, Saltonstall, Shep- 
perd, Simonton, Slade. Truman Smith, Stanly, Stokely, Al- 
exander H. H. Stuart, John ‘T. Stuart, Summers, Taliaferro, 
John B Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, To- 
Jang, Triplett. Trumbull, Underwood, Warren, Washington, 
Edward D. White, Thomas W., Williams, Christopher H, Wil- 
liams, Winthrop, Wise, Yorke, and Augustus Young—103. 

NAYS—Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, Beeson, Black, Bor- 
den, Boyd, Brewster, Milton Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, 
Sampson H. Butler, William Butler, William O. Butler, Green 
W. Caldwell, Patrick ©. Caldwell, William B. Campbell, 
Caruthers, Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Colquitt, Mark 
A. Cooper, Cravens, Cross, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, Daw- 
son, Dean, Doan, Doig, Eastman, Ferris, Fornance, Goggin, 
William O. Goode, Gordos, Graham, Gwin, Habersham, 
Varris, John Hastings, Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, 
Hubard, Hunter, Jack, Cave Johnson, Keim, Andrew Ken- 
nady, Lewis, Litdefield, “Abraham McClellan, Robert Me- 
Ulellan, McKay, McKeon, Marchand, Matthews, Medill, 
Miller, Newhard, Owsley, Pickens, Read, Reding, Rencher, 
Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs,” Rogers, Saunders, Shields, William 
Smith, Snyder, Sprigg, Steenrod, Sumter, Sweney, Jacob 
Thompson, Turney, Wallace, Ward, Watterson, Weller, 
Westbrook, Joseph L. White, James W. Wiliams, and 

ood—90. 


So the amendments were concurred in. 

And ail the other amendments were concurred 
in without a count. 

The question then being on ordering the bill 
and amendments to be engrossed for a third read- 
ing— ` 
Mr. PENDLETON desired to be informed by 
the Speaker whether it would be in order to move 
to recummit the bili? 

The SPEAKER said not until the main ques- 
tion (on the engrossmen!) had been decided. 

Mr. McK AY asked the yeas and nays on the en- 
grossment; which were ordered. 

A brief conversation took place between Mr. 
CRAVENS and the SPEAKER as to a motion to 
reconsider the vete rejecting the amendment of Mr. 
FILLMORE in relation to the sale of the stock below 
paw; but the Reporter did not understand that such 
a motion was wade. Something not heard by the 
Reporter transpired in relation to this motion, a 
reference to which which will be found in the re- 
marks of Mr. FILLMORE. 

Mr. CRAVENS rose and that said if either of 
the two peculiar friends of the President, Messrs. 
Wise and Prorrit, who had voted against the 
amendment authorizing the stock to be sold below 
par in case of necessity, would signify a willing- 
ness to vote for a reconsideralion of that decision, he 
would move a reconsideraticn. 

The SPEAKER being about to put the question, 
but neither of the gentlemen alluded to respond- 
ing— 

Mr. CRAVENS said he declined to make the 
motion, 

The question on the engrossment was then taken 
and decided in the affirmative as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Adams, Allen, Sherlock J. Andrews, Arnold, 
Aycrigg, Baker, Barnard, Barton, Birdseye, Blair, Boardman 


Borden, Botts, Brockway, Bronson, Milton Brown, Wm. Bute 
ler, Calhoun, Thomas J. Campbell, Childs, Chittenden, J. C, 


“Clarke, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Cushing, G. Davis, R. D. 


Davis, Deberry, John Edwards, Fessenden, Fillmore, Gates, 
Gentry, Patrick G. Goode, Granger, Green, Habersham Hall, 
Wm. S. Hastings, Henry, Hopkins, Howard, Hudson, Joseph 
R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, William W. Irwin, James, Wiliam 
Cost Johnson, Isaac D. Jones, John P, Kennedy, Lane, Law. 
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rencs, Tho. F. Marshall, Sampson Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, 
Maxwell, Maynard, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Ohver, 
Osborne, Parmenter, Pendleton, Powell, Profit, Benjamin 
Randall, Alexander Randall, Randolph, Rayner, Ridgway, 
Wm. Russell, Jas. M. Russell, Saltonstall, Shepperd, Simonton, 
Slade, Truman Smith, Stokely, Alexander H. H. Stuart, Jobn 
'T. Stuart, Taliaferro, John B. Thompson, Richard W.‘Thomp- 
gon, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, Trumbull. Une 
derwood, Wallace, Warren, Washington, Edward D. White, 
Thomas W. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Winthrop, 
Wise, Yorke, and Augustus Young—!03, 

a NAYS—Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, Beeson, Black, Boyd, 
Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Charl.s Brown, Burke, William 
©. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, William B. Campbell, Cà- 
yathers, Cary, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Col- 
quitt, Mark A. Couper, Cross, Daniel, Dawson, Dean, Doan, 
Doig, Eastman, Joha C. Edwards, Everctt, Ferris, Fornance, 
Goggin, William ©. Goode, Gordon, Graham, Gwin, Harris, 
Johu. Hastings, Lays, Houck, Houston, Hubard, Hunter, 
Charles J. Ingersoll, Jack, Cave Johnson, Keim, Lewis, Little- 
field, Abraham McClellan, Robert McClellan, McKay, Mce- 
Keon, Marchand, Mathews, Medill, Miller, Newhard, Owsley, 
Pickens, Read, Reding, Rencher, Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, 
Rogers, Roosevelt, Sanford, Saunders, Shields, William Smith, 
Soyder, Sprigg, Steenrod, Sumter, Sweney, Jacob Thompson, 
Turney, Ward, Watterson, Weller, Westbrook, Joseph L. 

: White, James W. Williams, and Woog—87. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

„Mr. W. C. JOHNSON rose to move that the 
bill be recommitted to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, with certain instructions, which were un- 
derstood to be, that the committee report an amend- 
ment to the same purport as that offered by Mr. 
Finumorg, (authorizing the tale of the bonds be- 
low par,) aad rejected. 

Some conversation followed on a point of orcer, 
which resulted in the bill being ordered to a third 
reading at this time. 

And the motion of Mr. Jounsow being then be- 
fore the House, in order— 

Mr. J. very briefly explained the object he had 
in view in presenting the instructions. He alluded 
to the serious apprehension which exis eden all 
hands in relation to the success of this measure, 
and to the power to obtain the funds necessary to 
meet the necessary wants of the Government 

Mr. J. urged the necessity of the adoption of 
such an amendment, vindicating it on the score of 
economy, in preference to raising the rate of inte- 
rest; and demonstrating the injurious consequences 
which would result from the latter step, in altering 
the standard of interestin the States, holding out in- 
ducements to usurers, and compelling the States to 
borrow money at a higher rate of interest than six 
per cent. jes 

Mr. J. moved the previous question on the in- 
structions. ; 

The SPEAKER said that motion would cut of 
the motion to reconsider, and would bring the 
Honse to a direct vote on the passage of the bill. 

Some conversation followed, when Mr. Jounson 
withdrew the motion for the previous question. 

And the question now being on the motion to 
recommit, with instructions. 


Mr. ARNOLDsaid that gentlemen could now | 


see the difficulty in which they were involved by re- 
jecting the amendment of the gentleman from 
New York, [Mr. Fiutmore.] Those who had 
voted for the only proposition that could bring up 
the sunken and still sinking credit of this nation, 
were not to be held responsible. If gentlemen 
choose to carry on this discussion, cn them be the 
responsibility. The amendment was an all im- 
important one; and without it this bill would not, 
he believed, bring a dollar into the Treasury. The 
pazzage of the bill in its present form would bat 
sink us deeper and deeper. Whereas, had the 
amendment passed, as it might bave done if had 
not been for the votes of two or three of the pecu- 
liar friends of the President, the Government 
might soon have been relieved. 

The only earnest which Congress could give to 
the community and to capitalists, to whom we 
must look for relief, was to say to them, “Here are 
our bonds; take them for what they will bring. We 
invite competition.” That would prove to the 
world that we were honest and earnest: that would 
elevate our credit to par value. Uatil we bad 
thus proved that we were honest and earnest, we 
could expect our obligations to be at par. The 
House had go itself into a difficulty, from which 
there was no mode of escaping except by the 
adoption of the motion of the gentleman from Ma- 
ryland, (Mr. Jounson.} 

Mr. FILLMORE said he knew that the gentle- 


man from Maryland had offered his amendment 
with the best intentions, and with a view to carry 
dut what he (Mr. F.) had so urgently pressed upon 
the House. But there had been a very full vote 
this morning—a vote taken under a full knowledge 
of the responsibility resting upon them; and this 
very amendment had been lost by two votes And 
afier it had been Tost; a gentleman who had voted 
against it [Mr. Cravens] had risen and propesed to 
move a reconsideration of that vote, if two of the, 
members who had voied against it, or either of 
them, would indicate their willingness to vote the 
other way. Tothat proposition no. response was 
made— 

(Mr. Wiss. . No one heard it.] 

And no -member indicated his willingness fo 
change his vote. He therefore regret‘ed to say 
that he despaired at this time of carrying the 
amendment, notwithstanding that he considered it 
of the very first importance; and he thought that 
time would be saved by at once taking a vote on 
the passage of the bill, and sending it to the Senate; 
and let it be seen what that body would do with it. 

In reply to a question from Mr. W. C. Jounson, 

Mr. FILLMORE said he had already declared 
that, in his opinion, the money could not be cb- 
tained under the bili as it now stood; and he had, 
with all the power of which he was capable, urged 
the necessity of adopting this amendment. Sut 
notwithstanding that, gentlemen who doubtless 
knew much better that he did, had thought proper 
to reject it. And shouid he or the gentleman from 
Maryland contend against the majority in such a 
body? They must yield their point, and on that 
majority the responsibility mast rest. He and the 
gentleman from Maryland [Mr, Jonson] had dis- 
charged their duty; and if, in the course of legisla- 
tion, this question could again be presented, he 
sbanld, unless facts not now known to him should 
prompt him to pursue a diferent course, be pre- 
pared by his voice and vote to (ake the responsi- 
bility of that amendment, here and every where. 

Bat it must be apparant that this motion to re- 
commit would lead to endless difficulty. . The: pre- 
vious question could not be called. A long debate 
was unavoidable, and his own opinion was that 
they ought at once to pass the bill. A fair vote 
had been taken on the amendment, and it had been 
lost. A fair opportunity had been given to recon- 
sider, and there had been no indication of achange 
of vote. And was it now worth while to enter into 
a long, probably into an endless debate, on the mo- 
tion to recommit, for the purpose of restoring this 
section when there was not the least evidence that 
it was possibie to do so? 

If it were in order to refer to the Senate, he 
would say, that if the body took the same Wew of 
the subject as the minority of the House had done, 
it would be in their power to restore the amend- 
ment, and then a renewed vote could be taken in 
the Ilouse. But it seemed to him that It would be 
but wasting time to enter‘ain this proposition now. 
For the purpose, therefore, of testing the sense of 
the House whether the bill should be now at once 
disposed of or not, he would move the previous 
question. 

Mr. WISE asked Mr. Fruumone to withdraw 
the motion, to enable him (Mr. W.) to subrait a 
proposition. 

Mr. FILLMORE withdrew the motion on the 
pledge of Mr, Wise to renew it. 

Mr. WISE (after some interruptions on a point 
of order) stated his proposition to be this—-to cous 
ple with these instractions positive instructions to 
the Committee of Ways and Means to point to a 
specific fund in this bill to redgera the loan, either 
from lands or customs, he cared not which. He 
would then vote for any provision of this sort, be- 
cause then he would have a sceurity that the bonds 
would not be sold wader par. But, in Goď’s 
name, let them not go ont without security. - 

He agreed with the gentleman from New York 
[Mr. FILLMORE] that, if the loan failed, ihe respon- 
sibility would rest with somebodys He (Mr. W.) 
would take his share of it. 

Mr. W. according to pledge, renewed the de- 
mand for the previous question. = 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON appealed to Mr. Wise 
to withdraw the motion. : 


Mr, WISE said he could not withdraw. without. 
the consent of Mr. FILLMORE. à 3 T 
Mr. JOHNSON appealed to Mr, FILLMORE: 
Mr. FILLMORE declined to withdraw’ the moe 
tion, remarking that he was desirous to say a few 


words. a ree! 
[Several voices, So am I—-we all want to-ta k; 

tea] eae R 
On motion of Mr. WARREN, a call: of- the 
House was. ordered—and some proceedings were 
again had, the result of which ‘the. Reporter could 
not hear, when all further proceedings on the call 
were suspended. . _ : aos 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON then withdrew his mö- 
tion to recommit with instructions, and moved to 
reconsider the vote by which the bill had been or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Several gentleman, Mr. J. said, had expressed. 
their willingness, if*the House would reconsider: 
this vote, to move to reconsider the vote by which 
the amenment of the gentleman from New York 
[Mr. Ficimore] had been rejected. Poe 

And Mr. J demanded the previous question...’ 

And there was a second: . - ee 

Ard the main question (being ‘on the reconside« 
ration) was ordered to be now taken. ee 

Mr. CLIFFORD asked the yeas and nays en 
the main question, which were ordered; and, being 
taken, resulted as follows: z ` 

YEAS —Messrs. Adams, Allen, Sherlock J. Andrews, Ar- 
noid, Aycrigg, Baker, Barnard, Barton, Birdseye, Blair, Board- 
man, Burden, Botts, Brockway, Bronson, A. VI Brown, Milton 
Brown, Burucll, William Butler, Calhoun, Thomas J, Camp- 
bell, Caruthers, Casey, Childs, Chittenden, John C. Clark, Col- 
quit, James Cooper, M, A. Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Cashing, 
Deberry, John Edwards, Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, Gen- 
try, Patrick G. Goode, Green, Habersham, Hall, Wm: S. Has. 
dings, Henry, Hopkins, Howard, Hudson, J. R. Ingersoll, James 
Irvin, W W. Irwin, James, AV m. Cost Johnson, Isaac:D. Jones, 
John P. Kennedy, Lane, Lawrence, Abraham McClellan, Sam- 
son Mason, Mathiot, Macthew8, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard; 
Moore, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Osborne, Parmenter, Pen» 
dleton, Pope, Powell, Profis B. Randall, Alexander -Randall, 
Randolph, Rayner, Ridgway, William Russell, Saltonstall, 
Shepperd, Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, Sollers, Stanly, 
‘Alexander H. H. Stuart, Taliaferro, Richard W; Thompson, 
Tilinghast, Toland, 'Tomiinson, Trumbull, Van: Rensselaer, 
Warren, Washington, Watterson, Edward D. White, Themas 
W. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Yorke, and Augustus 
Young—102. s ; : 

NAYS—Messrs. Landaf W. Andrews, Arrington, Atherton, 
Beeson, Black, Boyd, Burke, William O. Butler, Green W. 
Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, Cary, Chapraan, Cl-fford, Coles, 
Cravens, Daniel, Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, “Dawson, 
Dean, Eastman, Fornance, Gates, Goggin, Gordon, Granger, 
Gwin, Harris, John Hastings, Hays, Holmes, Hubard, Hunter, 
Charles J. Ingersoll, Jack, Cave Johnson, Keim. Andrew 
Kennedy, Littlefield, Robert McClellan, McKay, McKeon, Mal- 
lory, Marchand, Thomas F. Marshall, Medill, Newhard,Oliver, 
Owsley, Reed, Reding, Rencher, Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, Ro- 
gers, Roosevelt, J. M. Russell, Sanford, Saunders, William» 
Smith, Snyder, Sprigg. Steenrod, Jolin T. Stuart, Summers, 
Sumter, Sweney, Jacob Thompson, Triplett, Underwood, 
Wallace, Ward, Weller, Westbrook, Joseph F. Williams, James 
w. Williams, Wise and Wood—72, $ 

So the vote by which the bill had been ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. was recon‘l- 


déred. 

[A message in writing was received from the 
President of the United States by the hands of 
Rogert Tyrer, esq. his Secretary-] 

The question again recurring on the engrossment 
of the bill, 

Mr. MOORE of Louisiana, moved to reconsider 
the vote by which the following amendment, offer- 
ed by Wir. Finumore (as a snbstitute for the fourth 
section as proposed by Mr. Everett, and adopted 
in Committee of the Whole,) had been rejected: 


ugirike out all after the word ‘that,’ in the first line, and ja- 
sert ‘the provisio to the second section ofthe said act is hereby 
repealed; and the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby autho- 
rized to cause the stock hereafter to be issued to be disposed of 
at the highest price which he can obtain for the: same, on its 
peing advertised a reasonable time for proposals; but no stock 
whatever shal} be sold below par, except upon and io purest 
ance of a specific advertisement and by virtue thereof. 


This motion, Mr. M. was understood tọ.say; he 
made with reluctance, under 2 deëp: sense of the 
resting exigencies of the Government.” 
And Mr. M. moved the previous question; and 
there was a second. ; : ; . 
‘And the main question (being on the reconside- 


| ratioa} was ordered to be now taken. 


Mr. WISE called for. the yeas and nays on the 
main question, which were ordered, and, being 
taken; resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Mesers. Adams, Allen, Landraff W, Andrews, 8. 
J. Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg, Baker, Barnard, Barton, Birds- 
aye Blair, Boardman, Borden, Bous, Brockway, Bronson, 
tye eil, Wm. Butler, Calhoun, Wm. B, Campbell, Thos. J. 
Campbell, Childs, Chittenden, Jona ©, Clark, James Cooper, 
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Cowen, Cranston, Cushing, G. Davis, Deberry, John Edwards, 
‘Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, Geotry, P. G. Goode, Graham, 
Granger; Green, Habersham, Hali W. 3. Hastings, Henry; How- 
ard, Hudson, Joseph R. Ingetsoll, James Irvin, Wilham. W. 
Irwin, James, William Cost Johagon, Isaac D. Jones, John P. 
` Kennedy, Lane, Lawrence, Samson: Mason, Mathiot, Mat. 
tocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Moore, Morgan,’ Morris, Murrow, 
Osborne, Parmenter, Pendleton, Pope, Powell, Benj. Randall, 


Alexander Ranuall,, Randolph, Rayner, Ridgway, William. 


Russell, James M. Russell, Saltonsiall, Shepperd, Simonton, 
Slade, Tiuman Smith, Sollers, Stanly, Stokely, Summers, 
Taliaferro, John B. Thompson, Richard W, Thompson, Til- 
linghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Triplet, Trumbull, Van Ress- 
selaer, Warren, Washington, Edward D. White, Thomas W. 
Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Winthrop, Yorke, and 
Augustus Young=-L0l. ec “ 

NAYS—Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, Beesoa, Black, Boyd, 
AV. Brown, M. Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, Wiliam O. 
Butler, G. W. Caldwell, Patrick C, Caldwell, Caruthers, Cary, 
Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Colquitt, Mark A. Cooper, 
Cravens, Cross, Daniel, Richard D.. Davis, Dean, Doan, East- 
man, John C. Edwards, Ferris,- Fornance, Gates, Goggin, 
William O. Goode, Gordon, Gwin, Harris, John Hastings, 
Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, Hobard, Hunter, Charles J. Inger- 
soll, Jack, Cave Johnson, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Lewis, 
Litdefield, Abraham McClellan, Robert McClellan, McKay, 
McKeon, Mallory, Marchand, Thomas F. Marshall, Mathews, 
Medill, Newhard, Owsley, Pickens, Proffit, Read, Reding, 
Rencher, Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, Rqusevelt, San- 
ford, Saunders, Shields, William Smith, Snyder, Sprigg, 
Steenrod, A. H. If. Stuait, John T. Stuart, Sumter, Sweney, 
Jacob Thompson, Turney, Underwood, Wallace, Ward, Wat- 
terson, Weller, Westbrook, and Wise—90. 


So the vote by which the amendment had been 
rejected was reconsidered, . 

And the question recurring on the amendment, 

Mr. MOJRE moved its adoption. And, simply 
adverting to the general apprehension that without 
such a provision the bill would be of no use, moved 
the previous question. 

And there was a second. 

The main question (being on the amendment) 
was ordered tobe now taken. 

Mr. SPRIGG asked the yeas and nays on the 
main question, which were ordered; and, being ta- 
ken, resulted as follows: . 


YHAS—~Messrs. Adams, Allen, Landaf W. Andrews, Sher- 
lock J. Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg, Baker, Barnard, Barton, 
Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, Borden, Brockway, Bronson, Burne}, 
W. Batler, Calhoun, ‘Thomas J. Campbell, Childs, Chit- 
tenden, John C. Clark, James Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, 
Cashing, G. Davis, Deberry, John Edwards, Everett, Fessenden, 
Filimote, Gentry, Patrick G, Goode, Graham, Granger, Green, 
Habersham, Hail, William S. Hastings, Monry, Moward, Hud: 
son, Joseph R, Ingersoll, James Irvin, W, W. Irwin, James, 
William Cost Johnson, Isaac D, Jones, John P. Kennedy, 
Lang, Lawrence, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Max. 
well, Mayaard, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Osborne, 
Parmenter, Pendleton, Pope, Powell, Benjamin Randall, Alex- 
ander Randall, Randolph, Rayner, Ridgway, Wiliam Rus- 
sell, James M. Russell, Saltonstall, Shepperd, Simonton, 
Slade, Truman Smith, Sollers, Stanly, Stokely, Summers, 
‘Taliaferro, John B. Thompson, Richard W. Th ympson, Tii- 
linghast, Tujand, Tomiiason, Triplett, Trumbull, Van Rensse- 
laer, Warren Washington, Edward D. White, ‘I. W., Wil 
Hams, Christopher H. Williams, Winthrop, Yorko, and Augus- 
tus Young.—99. 

NAYS—Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, Beesgn, Black, Boyd, 
Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, M. Brown. Charles Brown, 
Burke, William O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C, 
Caldwell, Wiliam B. Campbell, Caruthers, Cary, Casey, 
Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Colquitt, Mark A. Couper, 
Cravens, Cross, Daniel, R. D, Davis, Dawson, Doan, Doig, 
Eastman, John C. Edwards, Ferris, Fornanco, Goggin, Wil 
liam.O. Goode, Gordon, Gwin, Harris, John Hastings, Hays, 
Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, Hubard, Hunter, Charles J. In. 
gersoll, Jack, Cave Jobnson, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Lewis, 
Littlefield, Abraham McCiellan, Robert McClellan? McKay, 
McKeon, Mallory, Marchand, Thomas F. Marshall, Mathews, 
Medill, Miller, Newhard, Oliver, Owsley, Pickens, Proffit, 
Read, Reding, Rencher, Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, Roosevelt, 
Sanford, Saunders, Shiells, William Smith, Snyder, Sprigg, 
Steenrod, A. H. H. Stuart, John T. Stuart, Sumpter, Swe 
ney, Jacob Thompson. Turney, Underwood, Ward, Watterson, 
Weller, Westbrook, Joseph L. White, James W, Williams, 
Wise and Wood.—97. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 

The question then again recurring on the en- 
grossment of the bill— 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON moved the previous 
question. 

And there was a second, 

And the main question (being on the engross- 
ment of the bil!) was ordered to be now taken, 

Mr, MALLORY asked the yeas and nays on the 
main question, which were ordered, and, being ta- 
ken, were: Yeas 106, nays 914, 

So the bill was ordered te be 
third reading, [uf this time] 

And the bill having been read a third time, (by 
its tide,) and the question being, “Shall this bill 
pass?” 7 : 

Mr. ARNOLD moved the previous question. 

And there was.a second. 
~ And the main question (on the passage of the 
pit ordered to be now taken. 

V. BROWN asked the yeas and nays on 


the main question; which were ordered, and, being 
taken, resnlied as follows: ` a ee 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alien, Landaf W, Andrews, Sher- 
lock J. Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigs, Baker, Barnard, Barton, 
Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, Borden, Botis, Brockway, Bron- 
son, Burnell, William Butler, Calhoun, Thomas J. Camp- 
beil; Childs, Chittenden, John ©. Clark, James Cooper, 
Cowen, Cranston, Cushing, Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, 
Deberry, John Edwards, Fessenden, Fillmore, Gates, Gentry, 
Patrick G. Goode, Granger, Green, Habersham, Hall, William 
8. Hastings, Heary, Hopkins, Howard, Hudson, Joseph R. Iu- 
gersoil, James Irvin, Wm. W, Irwin, James, Wm; C. Johnson, 
“Isaac D. Jones, John P. Kennedy, Lane, Lawrence, Mallory, 
Sampson Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Moore, 
Morgan, Morrow, Oliver, Osborne, Parmenter, Pendleton, 
Pope, Powell, Profi, Benj. Randall, Alexander Randall, 
Randolph, Rayner, Ridgway, Wm. Russell, J. M. Rus. 
sell, Saistonstail, Shepperd, Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, 
Sollers, Stanly, Stokeley, Alexander H. H. Stuart, Summers, 
Taliaferro, John B. Thompson, R. W. Thompson, Tilling- 
hast, Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, Trumbull, Van Rensselaer, 
Warren, Washington, Edward D. White, Thomas W. Wil- 
liams,. Christopher H. Williams, Winthrop, Wise, Yorke, 
and Augustus Youns—105. > 

NaYS—Messrs, Arrington, Atherton, Beeson, Black, Boyd, 
Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, Charles Brown, 
Burke, William O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick ©. 
Caldwell, Wiliam B. Campbell, Caruthers, Cary, Casey, 
Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Colquitt, Mark A. Cooper, 
Cross, Daniel, Dawson, Doig, Eastman, Joha C. Edwards, 
Everett, Ferris, Fornance, Goggin, William O. Goode, Gordon, 
Graham, Gwin, Harris, John Hastings, Hays, Holmes, Houck, 
Hubard, Hunter, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jack, Cave Johnson, 
Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Lewis, Littlefield, Abraham McClel- 
lan, Robert McClelian, McKay, McKeon, Marchand, Ma- 
thews, Miller, Newhard, Owsley, Pickens, Read, Reding Ren- 
cher, Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, Roosevelt, Sanford, 
Saunders, Shields, William Smith, Snyder, Sprigg, Steenrod, 
John T. Stuart, Sumter, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Under- 
wood, Ward, Weller, Westbrook, Joseph L, White, James W, 
Williams, and Wood—86. 


So the bill was passed in the following form: 


A BILE for the extension of the loan of eighteen hundred 
and forty-one, and for an addition ef five million doliars 
thereto. 

Be ii enacted, §c. That the time limited by the first section 
of the act of Congress, entitled “An actauthorizing a loan not 
excecdiug the sum of twelve millions of dolars,” approved 
July twenty first, eighteen hundred and forty-one, for obtaining 
said loan, shall be, and the same ishereby, extended for one year 
from the passage of this act. 

Sec. 2. And be il further enacted, That so much of said 
loan as may be obtained after the passage of this act, shall be 
made reimbursable, as shal) be agreed upon and deteriuined at 
at the time of issuing said stock, either at the will of of the Se- 
cretary of the Ti easury, afier six months’ notice, or at any time 
not exceeding twenty years from the first day of January 
next, 

Sec, 3. And be it further enacted, That the certicates 
hereaferto be issued for said loan may, when required, be sn 
such form ag shall be prescribed by the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, so that ihe stock may be transferable by the delivery of 
the cert i d of being assignabie on the books of the 


Seo. d. And be it fur, ; 
the second section of the said act is her y repealed; and the 
orized to catise the 


advertisement and by virtue thereof. 

Bec. 5. And be tt further enacted, That themoneys aris 

from duties on goods,wares, and merchandise, which may b 
ported into the United States, or so much thereofas shall be equai 
to the nayment, from time to time, of the interest, and to the ul- 
timate redemption of the principal of the said stock, be, and the 
same are hereby, pledged for the payment and redemption of 
the siock hereafter to be issued un nd by virtue of this act 
and the said act of July twenty-first, eighteen hundred and forty- 
one, hereby amended; and so much thereof as may be necessa- 
ry to pay the interest on said stock, and redeem ihe same when 
due, is hereby appropriated io that object, to be first applied 
by the Secretary of the Treasury to such payments and redemp- 
tion. - 
Sec. 6, And beit further enacted, 'That it shall be the duty 
of the Secretary of the Treasury to report to Congress, at the 
commencement of the next session, the amount of money bor- 
rowed under this act and the act hereby amended, and of whom 
and upon what terms it shall have been obiained, with an ab- 
stract or brief statement of all the proposals submitted for the 
same, distinguishing between those accepted and those rejected; 
anda detailed statement of the expense of making such Joans. 

Sec, 7. And be it further enacted, That all the provisions 

of the said act, not hereby modified or changed, shall be and re- 
main in force, andapply to this act. 
8. And be it further enacted, Thai the Presidentof the 
States is hereby anthorized ta borrow an additional sum, 
not exceeding the sum of five millions of dollars, if in his opi- 
nion the exigencies of the Government may require the san i 
which additional loaa shall be made within the time and accord. 
ing to the provisions of said act, as mod fied by this, 

Sec. 9. And be it further resolved, That all Treasury notes 
hereiofore issued under the act entitled “An act to authorize the 
issuing of Treasury notes,” approved the twelfth day of Octo- 
tcen hundred and thirty-seven, and the acts subsequent 
thereto, and now outstanding and unredeemed, or which may 
hereafter be issued under and by virtue of the same, shall, ifene 
and unpaid before the fifth day of Merch, eighteen hundred and 
forty-two, bear interest atthe rate of six per cent. per annum 
from that day; and when they may become due hereafter, of 
may have become due since the said fifth day of March, eighteen 
hundred and forty-two, shall bear interest from the day of their 
becoming due, at the rate of six per cent. “per annum, until 
they shall be respectively redeemed : Provided, That such 
interest shall cease at the expiration of sixty days’ notice, to bå 
given at any time by the Secretary of the Treasury, in one of 
more of the principal papers published at the seat of Govern: 
ment, ofa readiness to redeem thesame, And the said interest 
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further enacted, That the proviso to` 


~ subjects can only be gratified by means of 


shall be. payable semi-annually at the Treasury of the United 
States, on the first days of January and Juiy in every year. 


The title the bill having been read— 

Mr. FILLMORE moved an amendment thereto, 
the precise words of which could not be ascertained 
from the journal. ; 

Mr. W. B. CAMPBELL moved to amend the 
amendment so as io make the title read, “to autho- 
rize the hawking and peddling of ‘the bonds of the 


United States.” ; } 
Mr. W. C. JOHNSON moved the previous ques» 


lion, : 

And there was a second; and the main question 
was ordered. - 

And the amendmenf to the amendment (as pro- 
posed by Mr. CAMPBELL) was rejected. ` 

And the amendment of Mr. FILLMORE was 
agreed to. 

And, thus amended, 
agreed to. 3 

Mr. ARNOLD moved a reconsideration of the 
vote by which the bill had been passed, and de- 
wanded the previous question. 

And there was a second. 

And ihe main question (being on the reconside- 
ration) was ordered, and being taken— 

The vote was not reconsidered. 

On the suggestion of Mr. FILLMORE, and by 
general consent, the Speaker laid before the House 
the following Executive communication: 


W AsHINGTON, March 80, 1842, 
To the House of Representatives of the United States: 

Į transmit to the House of Representatives twe extracts from 
a note of the Charge d’Affaires to the Republic of Texas, ac- 
credited to this Goverament, to the Department of State; one 
suggesting in behalf of his Government such modifications of 
the existing laws of the United States as will impart greater fa- 
cility to the trade between the two countries, particularly to 
that which passes across their frontier: and the other expressing 
a desire for some regulation on the part of this Government by 
means of which the communication by post between the Uni- 
ted States and Texas may be improved. : 

As the wishes of the Texan Government in relation to those 
laws to be passed by 
Congreas, they are accordingly referred to the consideration of 
-he two Houses. JOHN TYLER, 


Mr. Riley to Mr. Webster— Extracts. 
LEGATION OF TEX4 S, 
WASAINGTON, March 28, 1842, 

The undersigned, Charge d’Affaires of Texas, -has the hcnor 
to call the attention of Mr. Webster to the condition of the ex- 
isting relations between the two countries. 

In a conversation on the 25th instant, the undersigned was in- 
formed by Mr. Webster that the points submitted to him by Mr, 
Bee, the predecessor of the undersigned, in September last, for 
consideration as the basis of a treaty between Texas and the 
United States, had wot received attention owing to the press of 
public business, neither would it be in the power of the De- 
partment lo enter upon the subject at present or to fix any defie 
nite period for the purpose. 

, Under this state of things, it becomes the duty ef the under- 
signed to request, as an act of justice, of the Government of the 
United States to concede to Texas the right of depositing her 
cotton and other products arriving, whether by sea, rivers, or 
land, insuch portsor places of the United States as may suit 
the convenience of Texas for exportation, free from charge or 
unnecessary formalities at the custom-houses, and that on all 
foreign goods imported into ihe United States entitled to draw- 
back, and thence exported. or sent by rivers or by land into 
Texas, the drawback stall be equally allowed ason those sent 
by sea from the United States into Texas. 

The undersigned is encouraged to-hope, from the truly Jibe. 
ral and friendly spirit so generally manifested towards Texas 
by Mr. Webster, and the Government of the United States, that 
the relief solicited, so just and so essential to the prosperity ofa 
large portion of Texas, will be promptly accorded, both in 
consideration of itsjustice and of the benefit certain to resuit to 
the United States by the increased commercial intercourse 
which this measure, if adopted, will ensure, by the outlay of 
the proceeds derived from sales ofthe products of Texas landed 
in entrepot for exportation in her ports, as well as by theaug- 
mented demand for goods to supply portions of Texas at and 
near rivers tributary to the Mississippi, or flowing through the 
two countries which, if the drawback is not allowed, will be 
brought into the seaports of ‘Texas from foreign countries, in 
foreign bo:toms, and transported with difficulty into the interior, 
fo points so mach more easily reached. by’ river navigation 
from the United Sates. 7 F a 5 * 
_ Lhe undersigned would also represent to Mr. Webster the 
importance of some reciprocal mail arrangement, by which 
the letters, papers, &c. for one country from the other, arriving 
postage unpaid at the line or posts of either, shall be forwarded, 
and the postage due from one country to the other on such let. 
ters, papers, &c. collected and paid. A plan for the attain- 
ment of this object was submitted in May, 1839, to this Lega. 
tion, by the Postmaster General of the United States, of a simi- 
lar kind tothe arrangement at present existing between Ca- 
nada and the United States, and which, if no more simple 
ane could he devised, would probably yet be acceptable to 
Texas, 

he undersigned would therefore inquire if a more 
plan can be substituted, and if not, whether the United 
Goverament is still inclined to the one already proposed, 


On motion of Mr. CUSHING, so much of the 
said message as refers to commercial intercourse 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
the residue thereof was referred to the Committee 
en the Post Office and Post Roads, 


the title of the bill was 


simple 
States 


The SPEAKER. also laid before the House- the 
following communications, viz: 


1. A letter fromthe Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
the information called for by the House on the 3d of Septem- 
ber, 1841, and onthe 31st January last, in relation to the privi- 
leges and. restrictions of the commercial intercourse of the 
United States with foreign nations, and ia relation to the deno- 
mination and valuein the United States of foreign money, &c. 
and of the value of the exports of foreign cotintrics; as also- a 
comparative statement between the tariffs of other nations and 
that of the United States: referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Hea and 3,000 extra copies thereof ordered to be 

rinted. . 

P 2, A letter from the Second Auditor of the Treasury, trans- 
mitting copies of such accounts as have been rendered by per- 
sons charged or entrusted with disbursements of moncys or 
effects for the benefit of the Indiaris from the tst of October, 
1840, to the 30th of September, 1841; which letter and state- 
ments were referred to the Committee on Retrenchment, 

3, A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
a teportin compliance with a resolution of the House of the 
15th instant, as to whether any further provision by law is 
necessary to secure to American owned ships and vessels the 
coasting trade of the United States; as also the conveyance of 
newspapers from one port thereof to another, Referredto the 
Committee on Commerce. 


4, A letter from the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting lists | 


ofthe names of the officers of the Navy who have been on shore 
without going to sea for five years, and the services rendered 
by each, respectively. Also, of those who have been on shore 
for ten years-or more, Referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. * 

§, A letter from the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting, in 
reply to the resolution of. the House of the 18th instant, a com- 
munication as to what would be the saving to the Navy De- 
partmentifthe Bord of Navy Commissioners should be abo 
lished. Referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

6. A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting a report 
in relation to the number of fortifications in the United States; 
the whole expense of those furnished, and the number of men 
necessary to man the same in time of peace: referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

7. A letter from the Postmaster General, transmitting a re- 
portin obedience to a resolution of the House of the 29h of 
December Jast, in relation to the amount of money paid for the 
use of railroads and other public roads, in transporting the pub- 
lic malls of the United States: referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

8 A letter from the Postmaster General, in answer toa te- 
solution of the House of the J6uh July last, requiring a state- 
mentof the number, duties, and compensati.n of all persons 
employed, directly or indirectly, in the service of the Depart- 
ment, and asking what reform and retrenchment can be made 
in said Department: referred tə the Committee on the Post Of- 
fice and Post Roads. 


And the House then adjourned. 


se IN SENATE 
; © FRIDAY, April 1, 1842. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. (Mr. SourHarp] resumed his 
seat to-day, having been absent for several days trough indis- 

osition. 

Mr. SMITI of Indiana presented the proceedings of a con- 
vention heldin Washington, Indiana, composed of persons 
friendly to the completion of the Wabash Canal, accompanied 
by a memorial praying that Congress will make ah appropria- 
tion of refuse lands in the West to aid in the completion ofthat 
canal: referred to the Committee on Public Lands. . 

Mr. CHOATE presented the proceedings of a convention of 


citizens of the county of Washington, Vermont, on the subject: 


of the tariff, and in favor of discriminating duties, witha view 
to protect domestic manufactures and the agricultural intereats: 
referred to the Committee on Manufactures. 

Mr. ALLEN presented a memorial from citizens of $t, 
Clairsville, Ohio, expressing the opinion that the Government. 
hag ‘not taken the proper measures in reference to the relations 
between this country and Great Britain ; and asking that Con- 
gress will turn its attention to those relations, and adopt such 
course as will, ina speedy and peremptory manner, obtain re- 
dress of our grievances against that country, secure our rights, 
and preserve the honor of the nation: referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations, 

Mr. LINN presented a memorial from Glasgow, Harrison, 
Boyd & Co. merchants, who are largely interested in the trade 
with Mexico, representing that the bar of silver which they ob- 
tain in trade, brought from the western coast of the Pacific, 
frequently contains a considerable lay of gold; and the expense 
of separating them at the Mint is about two per cent. ‘They 
pray thatthe separating may be done gratis, as this charge, 
together with the difference of exchange, make lt an object for 
merchants to make their shipmentsof bullion to England and 
France, where the charges are much less, 

Mr. Linn made some remarks, showing that it would 
be to the advantage ofthe United States to separate this free of 
charge, as is done by Eogland and France; that it would thereby 
encourage the importation of bullion to the United States, Gold 
and silver were the last of all humbugs at this time, and he 
hoped the subject would be well considered. The memorial 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. SIMMONS presented a memorial from Westerly, R. I in 
favor of a protective tariff: referred to the Committee on 
Manufactures. i E 

Mr. KERR presented a memorial from citizens of Maryland, 
asking thatthe tariff of duties on imported iron might be re- 
stored to what it was in 1939, witha view to protection: referred 
to the Committee on Manufactures. 7 f 

Mr. MANGUM, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, re- 
ported back to the Senate the billto authorize the appointment 
of a board for the preparation of rules and laws for the go- 
vernment of the navy, . 

Mr. M. asked for the consideration“of the bill now. He re- 
marked that there wasa large volume of rales and regulations 
for the government of the navy, which he understood were al- 
most universally disapproved of, except by the higher raak of 
officers, by whom they were compiled. Therefore whilst they 
give satisfaction to the officers of the higher grade, to others the 7 
give great dissatisfaction. This bill proposes (he appointment 
of a board to be sleected from four grades. The pian not 
only meets the approbation of the lower grades of officers, but 


> 
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some of the higher; but- the other mode of establishing rules, 
meets almost universal disapprobation, except thore whose in: 
tervst it is to: keep the rules of their making ia operation. The 
practice has been to give tc all officers who are detailed from the 
service, eight dollars per day whilst travelling, besides their full 
pay. The committee believe this practice to be a species of 
peculation or extravagance, to say the least of it, to receiveany 
extra pay in per diem. ‘That is therefore suricken out, But 
3f the Senate should think it wrong, they can reverse the deci- 
sion of the committee. ‘The only expense that the creation of 
ibe board will incur, will be for the printing and the clerk 
re. 

Mr. ALLEN said-it was the first time that the subject was 
called to his mind; and ihe first impressions that. the biil made 
upon his misd were agzinst it, It struck him forcibly thas it 
would be productive of faciion in the service among the offi- 
cers of the different grades. The whole matter, he believed, 
properly beionzed to the Executive Department of the Govern- 
ment, or more properly to the Secretary of the Navy, who was 
competent, from his acquaintance with the affairs of the navy 
and the nature of the service, to make such regulations as 
would be acceptable to ali grades of the service. He was more 
competent than any board of cfficers. He wished to have more 
time to deliberate on the bill; and therefcre moved to lay it on 
the table for the present. 

Mr. CALHOUN said that his own experience Jed him to be- 
lieve thata board constituted in the manner prope by this 
bill, would nev.r be effectual forthe purposes designed. Its 
organization, in the first place, would be atterled with difficul- 
ty, and the object to be effected could, in his opinion, be much 
better accomplished by the Secretary of the Navy himself, It 
was a matter which should be lefi entirely to the discretion of 
the head of the Department, after consulting with the officers, 
to draw up rules for the regulation of the navy, and submit 
them to Congress, at its next session, for approval. This course 
would, at all events, be productive of more harmony, and would 
be attended with more satisfactory results; and in saying this, 
he did not spcak without experience; it was the course adopted 
by himself, at the time he was connected with the War De- 
partment. He had never yet seen any thing done by a board 
ofcommissioners that was well done, and he did not think he 
ever would. He concurred, therefore, entirely th ‘the Sena- 
tor from Ohio, and would vote fer the metion to lay the bill 
upon the table, to await the action of the other Horse on 
the proposition to establish a burcau system in that Depart- 
m 


ent. 

Mr. MANGUM said this plancorresponded with the sense of 
the navy generally, ‘The Secretary of the Navy, he said, 
could not find time to make the laws and regulations for the 
navy. H he could, he was utterly incompetent. No man in 
the country was competent, except those who have had a prase 
tical knowledge in the navy. The rules have been, hereto- 
fore, made by thehigher grade of officers to sait their particu- 
lar views; and if the bureau system was established, as pro- 
posed, the same difficulty would arise, and it would at jast have 
to be submitted to Congress. 

After some further remarks by Mr. WOCDBURY and Mr. 
CALHOUN, against the bill, and on the propriety of jeaving 
the who'e matier to the head of the Department, 7 

Mr. ALLEN renewed the motion to jay the bill onthe table; 
and the question being pat, the bill was laid on the table. 

Mr. ALLEN moved the Senate to take up his resolution 
calling upon the Secretary of the Treasury fora report showing 
the effect of the distribation act; what would the amount of ad- 
“ditional taxation consequent, and what would be the Joss to 
the people by this process of distribution and taxation. 

The question was put, and the moticn was disagreed to-- 
ayes 17, noes 28. 

Mr. KERR asked the Senate to take up for consideration t:e 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to commu- 
nicate to the Senate a copy of tie proceedings of the court of in- 
quiry, called at the request of Lieutenant Colonel R. B. de Rus- 
ey, relative to complaints made against him for the manner in 
which he procured the supply of stone for the works ai the Rip 
Raps. s 

Mr. TAPPAN did not see the utility of calling for the pro- 
ceedings if 1 was not intended to base legislative action upon ‘ 
them. 

Mr. KERR Jained his object, which was to put the pro- 
ceedings in the possession of the party who made the charges 
against Colone! R. E. de Russy. He had applied at the propet 
Depariment fer a copy of the proceedings, Lut he was denied, 
on the ground that it was contrary to official usage to give co- 
pies except by the order of Congress. The party who made 
the charges represent} hat the proceedings of this court were eg 
parte, and that such witnesses only were summoned as were 
interested in the acquittal of Colonel de Russy; whilst the wit- 
nesses who'Were prepared to establish the € Wero ex- 
cinded. ‘hey are prepared to prove the alegar 

Mr. KING remarked that there was no necessity for the pas- 
sage of the resolation. He believed if the represen 
these facts was made to the Executive, a cew court wou 
instituted to reinvesiigate the matter. 

Mr. KERR mad me further remarks ia support of the 
resolution; afier which the question was put, and it was 
azreed to. 
“On motion of Mr. LINN, leave was granted to 
Giles certain papers of Colone! Brooks relative to land claims, 

Oamotiono! Mr. MORBHEAD, the Senate took up for con- 
sideration the repo "ibe Commitee on Indian Affairs, on the 
joint resolution to plish a board to examine angsettle claims 
uncer the trealy of 1835 and’36 with the Cherokee Indians. 

The com zc reported adversely to the passage of the reso- 
lution, on the groupd that it was their opinion the P ent 
had the power to réorganize the board for the ascertainment 
andseitlementol those claims. 

After a few remarks by Messrs. MOREHEAD, SEVIER, 
and MANGUM, this view of the commiltee was affirmed by 
the Senate, 

Mr. WOODBURY gave notice of leave to introduce a biti 
so alter the mode at passing reauisitioas through the Treasury 
as to avoid the difficulty which has been experienced for two 
weeks past, inconsequence of the vacancy in the office of First 
Comptroller of the Treasury. In consequence of such var 2 
no public creditor cauld get one cent from the Government. 

The PRESIDENT pro iem. laid before the Senate a Mes- 
sage from the President of the Uniied “tates, covering a com- 
mualcation from the Charge of the Republic of Texas, on the 
subject ofthe modification of the impost laws so as to impart: 
greater facility to the trade between the United States and Texas: 


idi 


take from the 


i 
{ 
£ | 
i 


and expressing. a desire that, the communication betwee: 
wo countries be improved by the establisiimentol a Bys 
posts.. : : i A y ae 
On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, so much as related. ti 
commerce, was referred to that committée, andsherémainder 


was referred to. the committee on the Post Office..an 


Roads. S : i 
Mr. KING asked that the joint résotution to: extend the cohe- 
traci for carrying the mail: between ‘New Orleans. and Mobile 


might be taken up and consideted. gees 
The CHAR replied that the resolution had nowbeen yet rêe 
turned from the Printer; and ` poe tie 
Mr. KING withdrew the motion. © < Oe. 
Mr. SEVIER asked the Senate to take up the joint resolution 
to extend the franking privilege to the ex. Vice Presidents.of the 
United States. 3 seth Pe 
p the CHAIR replied that it had not been returned fréin the 
rinter. ý i a IRN 
Mr, SEVIER said he would move on to-morrow. to eleat. an 
additional prinier, if the resolutions could not be printed in. 
time, at 
On. motion of Mr. EVANS, the Senate then went into Execu- 
tive session, and after some time spent therein, ere 
Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. ~ 
FRIDAY, April 1, 1842. 2 > 
The journal] of yesterday was read and approved. 
Mr. W. W. IRWIN asked leave at this time to: make 


p 


‘acres 


ort. rahe 
p Mr. WELLER called for the orders of the day, (which, after 
the morning hour, were the consideration of private bills.) ° 

Mr. BARNARD called up the motion, heretofore niade; tos 
reconsider the vote by which certain matters. connécted ‘with 
the printing of the returns of the sixth census had been referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary... ee iin 

The question was forthwith taken, -and the motion. was re- 
consivered. ; 

fy, BARNARD moved thet the said 
a select committee. i 

After. a briet conversation betweén Messrs. BARNARD, 
McKAY, and COWEN —- 

The question was taken, and the papers were referred accor- 
dingly. 

Phe SPEAKER announced that the first business of the 
morning hour was a report made seme time since in relation to 
the baukrupt Jaw. ` 

On motion of Mr. BARNARD, the further consideratio 
thercof was postponed, 5 

My. WELLER moved that the House resolve itself into’ 
Committee of the Whole, for the purpose of taking up the pri- 
vate calendar, iar 

On the suggestion of the SPEAKER, a number of Senate. 
bills on the Speaker's table were pul on their first: and second 
reading, and were appropriately referred. a y 

Mr, STANLY inguired when reporta from committees would 
be in order? g ae 

he SPEAKER said (bat he had understood them to he pass- 
ed over by gencral consent. 

Dissent was manifested in several quarters, ` 

The SPEAKER said there was three other propositions Iy- 
ing over for debate, besides that before referred Lo, 

Mr. BARNARD asked that, by common consent, such ae : 
to de- 


‘papers be referred to 


ports of conmiitces should be made as did not give rise 
hate. ch 
No objection was made. eae 
Mr. UNDERWOOD asked the attention of the House to'at 
pill, which had lain along time on the. Speaker's table, in rela», 
tion to the District banks. If the House intended to act upon" 
that bill at all, he hoped it would do so now. And he movedit_ 
be taken up. : $ : ` 
Several objections were made, © ~ > f : 
Mr. UNDERWOOD desired to be informed by the Speaker 


whether the bili would net regularly come up now. as business 
on the Speakers table? h 

The SPEAKER said it would not. 

Mr. ARNOLD, on leave given, presented certain papers in 
yelationtoa case pending before the Commitee ot Claims; 
which were referred accordingly. 

A message in writing was received from tho President of the 
United States by thé hands of John Tyler, jr. esq. his private 
Secretary. 

The SPEAKER tken called for 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES, 
Mr. ROOSEVELT, from the Committee on the Judiciary, res 
define and limit the compensation of custom: 
The bül having been read twice—~ . 
tits object was correct ajudi- 
cial > of the existing Jaws, under which an officer 
whose annual compensation might be limited to five thousand 
gollars would, if removed ten days after the commencement 
of the year, retain wholesalary of the year, it, in that shórt 
l, be had been so fortunate as to receive fees tothat: 
ame The same difieulty also applied to easefof death or 
resignation. As the evil, he said, was manifest and preasing, 
he would suggest the expediency of ordering the bill immedi: 


i 
| 
ately to its third yeadir 
Mr. WINTHROP 
| 
i 
| 
i 
H 
i 


porieda bi! 
honse officers. 
Mr. Roes observ: 


t! 


infer 


d the bill had been reported under a rêr 
f; that it was designed to put astop 
i k veny illustrations; 


solution O 
toa very £70 
bit that he w 
from New You 

ing the hope í 


e politics, [Mr. Roosavenn] inex. 
tie House wouldact uponus without 


: ada third time and passed, and sent to. the 
Senate for concurrence. : 
The cail hed proceeded thus far, 
When the SPEAKER announced 
ing hour. 
“tr. CALTIOUN moved that. the 1ules be suspended for 
Mi CATON i 7 didnot give rise to de- 


the expiration of the morn- 


the purpose of receiving such reports as 
pate E 5 i éi 
i “he motion, by ayes 75, noes 60, (not two-thirds voting in the 
native,) Was rejected. asa 
So nies werenotsuspencedc. — — a 
On Meare given; Mr, LEVY, of Florida, presented certain conie 
manications from the Governor ef Fiortda in relation to the 
aflairs of that Territory, and in consection therewith, offered the 
following resolution, which was adopted: i ; 
‘Resolved, That the Commitee on Military Affaits be in- 
structed to report to this House such measures as may be nes 


cessary and proper for the protection of the pedpleof Florida 
against Indian aggressions, and for the more speedy termina: 
tion of the Seminole hostilities in said Territory. 

The House then passed to thé orders of the day. 

A c> PRIVATE BILLS. = ` 

The folloiing bills on the Speaker’s table were read a third 
time and passed: - E 4 3 S 

<A- bill: for the. relief of Maria Fowler. . 

A dill for the relief of Sarah Woodward, 

SA bIH for thé relief of Betsy Vreeland. . 
: Abil granting a pension to Esther Sawyer, 

“A bill tor Me réetiefof Mary Summers. 

A bill for the relief Grace Sears. : 

A biti for the relief of Elizabeth Howe, of Avon, N. Y. 

-SA bil for the véliefofSarah Besley. 

‘A. bill for the'veliefof Mary Congleton, widow of Moses Con- 
gleton, deceased, 

Mr. MOORE of Louisiana, moved that the House resolve it- 
self intoa Committee of the Whole ITouse for the consideration 
of the private calendar. 2 S 

* >: DISTRICT BANKS, : 

My. UNDER WOOD moved a suspension of the rules for the 
purpose of taking up and considering the bill relative to the 
Banks of the District of Columbia. 

On. this motion of Mr. CLIFFORD asked the yeas and nays. 

The vote on ordering which was—ayes 79, noes 25—no 
quorum. a 

Mr. C, withdrew the call for the yeas and nays; and Mr. 
SHIELDS renewed it; but the motion not being pressed, tellers 
were ordéred, who reported—ayes 59, noes not counted, > 

So the House refused to suspend the rules, 

PRIVATE BILLS. 

The motion of Mr. MOORE was then put, and prevailing, 
the House resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole for 
the consideration of the private calendar—t{this being the day 
on'which, under the rules, private bills to which no objection is 
made are to be taken up and disposed of J 

The following pills were taken up, and having been read by 
the Clerk, no objection being made to their passage, were laid 
aside to be reported to the House: 

An act to provide for the allowanve of invalid pensions to 
certain Cherokee warriors, under the provisions of the 14th ar- 
ticle of the treaty of 1835, . 

‘Av bill for the relief of James Smith of Arkansas, 

“A bill for the relief of James H. Relfe. : 

A bill for the reher of John 8. Billings. 

A vill for the relief of Thomas Colling. 

A bill for the retief of Jared Gossage, 

A bill granting a pension to Benjamin Franklin. 

A bill granting a pension to Frederick Perrigo, 

X bill for the relief Jacob Euler, 

A bill for the relief of George Newton, 

A bill forthe reliefof Benjamin Hunt, 

A bill for the relief of James C. Hallock. 

A bill for the reliefof Levi Colmus, 

A bill for the relief of Samuel B. Hugo: 

A bill for the relicfof Sanuel Dicy. ` 

A bill to merease the pension of Juhn Looney. 

A. bill for the relict of Daniel Cha 
~ A bilMor the relief of Joseph J. Martin. 

A bill forthe relief of Hugh Wallace Wormley. 

A Dill forthe retiefofTenry Wells, 

A bill for the relict of George Mayfivld, 

A bill for the relief of John Jordan, 

A bill forithe relief of George M, Bedinger, of the State of 
Kentucky. 

A bill for the relief of the assistants of the marshal of the 
United States for the district of Kentucky. 

A bill forthe relief of the heirs of James Maglenen. 

A bill for the reherof doh E. Alexander, 

1 A bill for the reliefof Asahel Lee, Narvey Lee, and Lemuel 

Lee, 

A bill for the relief of John I. Hant and others, 

A DMH for the relief of Commodore Isaac Hull. 

A bill forthe relief of Daniel Homans. ~ 

A. bill for the relief ae Fessenden, 
` A biH for the reli mes Tongne, John Scrivener, and the 
legal representatives of William Hodson, decesed. 

A bill for the relief of Archibald McCallum, 

A bilt for the relief of John Underwood, 

A bill for the relief of the owners of the ship Lexington, of 
Nantucket. 

“A bill for the relief of Eyre and Massey. 

A bill for the relief of Joshua Atwood, jr. 
erie for the relief of Ingalasby W. Crawford and Samuel 

ailipe. 

A bili for the relicf of Nathan Smith and others, 

A bill for the relief of Josiah: Holmes: 

A bill to authovizs tho President ofthe United States to issue 
to the heirs of John Campbell a pateñt tor the remainder of 
private land claim number twenty, at Prairie du Chien, in 
the Territory of Wisconsin, 

A bill granting a right of pre-emmion to certain lots in the 
town of Perrysburs, in the State of Cio, 

A bill to grant to Van Boren county, Missouri, the tract of 
land on which the seat of justice of said county has been Jo- 
cated. 

A bill for the relief of Josiah F. Caldwell. 

A bill for the relief of James Williams. 

A bill far the relief of William Markham, 


A bill for the relief of the heirsof Richard Stubrick. i 
A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Pearce and Mary M. Telfair, 


daughters and heirs of Isreal Pearce. 
Mr. STANLY moved the commiuec rise. 
On which motica no quorum voted, 
The committee rose and reported that fact to the House. 
On motion of Mr. WELLER, 
The Mouse adjourned. 


The following petitions were presented under the rule adepted 
on. Tuesday last. 

By Mr. POWELL: The petidons of 64 citlz 
ty of Loudoun, in the State of Virgini 
establishment of the civil s oY y 
at Harpet’s Ferry, andthe workmen be relieved fiom the ri- 
goroùs and oppressive regulations to which theyare now sub- 
jected. 

By Mr. IRWIN: Four memorials numerously 
Zens of, Huntingdon and Mifflia counties, in Penasyl 
smg for the restoration of the duty of 1839 ọn pig me 


of the coun- 
ying fox the re- 
the armory 


al and bar 


r] 


iron, and stating: that the iron interest cannot be sustained under 
a less duty than that of 1839. — —— R i 

Also, the papers of Mrs. Margaret Steel, the widow ofan ol 
soldier, setting forth her claim for a pension. 

Also, the papers of Mrs. Mary Elder, the widow of an old sol: 
dier, setting forth her claim toa pension. ` 

By WILLIAM RUSSELL: The petition of C. McCoy and 346 
citizens of Portsmouth, Ohio, praying for such an increase of 

the tariffas wijl protect American industry. s 

Dy Mr. BOARDMAN: The petition of Edwin Sterns and 140 
citizens of Middicsex country, Connecticut, recommending a 
reduction of mileage and pay of members of Congress, and the 
adoption of rules for expediting the business of the House. _ 

Also, the petition of the New Haven Hibernian Society, pray- 
ing an alteration of the naturalization laws. fi 

By Mr. SHIELDS: The memorial of the Mobile Chamber of 
Commerce, praying additional legislation on the part of Con- 
gress to secure greater regularity and certainty in the transpor- 
tation of the mails. % - ; 

Also, sundry petitions from citizens of Clarke and Marengo 
counties, in the State of Alabama, praying for the establishment 
of certain post roads theirin mentioned. 

By Mr. STUART: The petition of the citizens of Chicago, Il- 
linois, praying the confirmation of ihe sale of 16th section. 

For a mail route from Trémont, via Washington, to Ottoway, 
Hiinois. 

Memorial of the city council of Galena, Illinois, praying that 
Galena, may be made a port of entry. 

Memorial of a large number of the citizens of Caristian coun- 
ty, Ilinois, praying that Congress would impose countervailing 
duties, 

Petition for an increase of pension to Mr. Perrin. 

Petition of the cilizens of Pial) county, Ilinois, for a donation 
of land to construct the northern cross road, Hlinois. 

Petition of Jacob Anderson, for pension. 

By Mr. GATES: Petition of Col. Robert Prary and 105 
others, citizens of Bethany, Genessea county, New York, com- 
plaining of the disorderly conduct of the Honse of Representa- 
tives, the waste of timc in useless debates on questions of or- 
der, of the personal iavectives indulged on the floor and per- 
sonal rencontres, until in the eyes of the nation and the world, 
it has forfeited the respect which should belong toa delibera- 
tive aSsembly of frcemen, and praying— 

Ast. The abolition of mileage of members: 

2d, Reduction of pay to five dollars per day. 

_ dd, Abolition of the franking privilege, except during the ses- 
sion. 

4th. Abolition of allowance of stationery. 

5th. The adoption of the one-hour rule. 

6th, Adjournment on the 4th of March each year, 

Tth. Expulsion of members who shall indulge in pengonali- 
ties in debate, and such other reform ag shall retrench the pre- 
sent enormous expenses, and restore to Congress the respect of 
the American people. 

Petition of George March and 151 others of Elba, New York. 
Same as above. 

Petition of Calvin Abbott and TO others of Wyoming county, 
Same as above. 

Petition of M. Beath and 52 others of Wyoming county, New 
York, for the same purpose. 

Petition of Rufus Robertson and others of Genesee county, 
New York, praying Congress to cause the duties on imports, 
and a variety of information about the tariff, to be pubhished in 
snacha manner that ali the people may have an opportunity 10 
read and uneerstand the subject. 

Petition of Henry Mattison, of Wyoming county, New York, 
for a pension. x 

Petition of V. A. MeElwain, T. B. Halsted and others, of 
Wyoming and Livingston counties, New York, for a new mail 
route, 

Petition of H D. 
county, New York, age 
petition, 

Petition of I. D. Pinney and 5i others, against the annexa- 
tion of Texas, in favor of che abolition of slavery in the District, 
the coastwise trade, &e. 

Petition of W. J. en an: 
ssional district, Indiana, a: 
2ist ruie. 


and 45 others, of Owe in Tioga 
jal any rule impairing the right of 


kd 
90 others af the seventh Con- 
ig the immediate repeal of the 


EE] 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
SATURDAY, April 2, 1842, 

The House resolved itself into Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, (Mr. Arnon of Tennessee in the chair.) 
and acted npona bill making an appropriation, not exceeding 
$1,000, for the repair of the custom-house at Pori Providence. 

‘The committee then rose and. reported to the House that and 
all Lhe bills acted upon in Committee of the Whole yesterday; 
which were vead a third time and passed, with the exeeption of 
two Senate bills, which having been amended, were sent back 
to the Senate for concurrence. 

The follewing are the titles of the bills’ ; 

An actto provide for the allowance ef invalid persions to 
certain Cherokee warriors, under the provisions of the four- 
teenth article of the treaty of 1835. 

A bill for the reticf of James Smith of Arkansas, 

A bill for the relief of James TI, Relfe. 

A biil forthe relief of Joha S. Billing 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Co} 

A bill for the relief of Jered Gogsas: 

A bill granting a pension to Benjamin Franklin, 

A bill granting a pension to Frederick Ferrigo. 

A bil for the relief of Jacob Euler. s 

A bill for the relief of Georce Newton. 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin Finni: laid on the table. 

A bul for the relief of James ©. Hallock: Wid on the table, 

A Dill for the relief of Levi Coimus: laid on the table. 

Abid for the relief of Samue! B. Hugo, 

A biil for the relief of Samuel Dicey, 

A bill to increasé the pension of John Looney. 

ill for the relief of Daniel Chase. 3 

A bill for the relief of Joseph J. Martin. 

A bill for the relief of Hagh Wallace Worn ley, 

A bill for the relief of Henry Wells. 

À bül for the relief of George Mayfield. 

A bill for the relief of John Jordan. 

iH for the relief oi George M. Bedinger, of the State of 
Kentucky. 

A bili for the relief of the assistants of the marshal of the 
United Stat s for the district of Kentucky. 3 
A bill for the relief of the heirs of James Maglenen. 


A bill forthe relief of Jolin E. Alexander... 
A bill for the relief of Asahel Lee, Harvey Lee, and Lemuel 


Lee. : 

A bill for the relief of John E. Hunt and others, 

A bill for the relief of Commodore Isaac Hull. 

A Dill for thé relief Daniel Homans. 

A bill for the relief of Isaac Fessenden. 

A bill for the relief of James Tongue, Jobn Scrivener, and 
the legal representatives of William Hudson, deceased. 

A bil for the relief of Archibald McCallum. — i 

A bill for the relief of the owners of the ship Lexington, of 
Nantucket. _ ý 

Abill for the relief of Eyre & Massey. — 

A bill for the relief of Joshua Atwood, jr. 

A bill for. the relief of Ingoldsby. W., Crawforé and Samuel 
Phillips, “i 

A bii for. the relief of Nathan Smith and others. 

A bill for the relief Josiah Holmes, 

A bill the authorize thé President of the United States to ig- 
sue to the heirs of John Campbell a patent for the :emainder of 
private land claim number twenty, at Prairie du Chien, in the 
Territory of Wisconsin. : 

A bili granting a right of pre-emption to certain lots in the 
town of Perrysburg, in the State of Ohio. 2 

A bill to grant to Van Buren county, Missouri, the tract 
of land on which the seat of justice of said county has been 
located. , 

A bill for the relief of Josiah F. Caldwell. 

A bil for tne relief of James Williams. 

A bill for the relief of William Markham. 

A bill for the relief of the heirsof Richard Shuhrick; rejected. 

A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Pearce and Mary M, Telfair, 
daughtersand heirs of Isvael Pearce. 

A bill for the relief of Nathaniel Mitchell. 

And the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, . 
Monpay, Apuil 4, 1842. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. iaid before the Senate a commu- 
nication from the Secretary of War. covering a statement of 
expenditure on account of the national armory, and’ of the 
number of arms manufactured and repaired thereat, during 
the year ending the 3.1 September, 1&41. 

On motion of Mr. PRESTON, referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs and ordered to be printed. 

The PRESIDENT pe tem, laid before the Senate the pro» 
ceedings of a meeting held in Philadelphia.on the 29h March, 
relative to the condition of the country and of the relations of 
the United States with foreign nations, and in favor of urging 
prompt action by Congress thereon. Ordered to be printed, 

Mr, MANGUM said he had given notice on Friday that he 
should move that the Senate go into Executive session at the 
earliest period on this morning, but it was then supposed that 
probably the Joan bill, a measure of very pressing importance, 
would demand their earliest attention, Understanding now, 
however, tiat that bill was not yet ready for their consideration, 
he would make the motion for going into Executive session, and 
he did so because he thought itdueto the character of the Senate, 
in view of the position they occupied before the country, as it 
appeared thata portion of the action of the Senate on Friday 
last had produced a stroug sensation throughout the commu- 
nity, acd he thoaght it was due to themselves that they should 
review, with the Jeast possible delay, whatever might be the 
subject of complaint. 

{These remarks were understood to bint atthe confirmation 
by the Senate, on Friday last, of Alexander Powell, of Penn- 
sylvania. as consul for the Port of Rio Janeiro.) 

At the instance of several Senators, however, Mr. MANGUM 
withdrew his motion for the purpose of allowing the morning 
business to be gone through with in the first place. 

Mr, EVANS, from the Committce of Finance, to which was 
referred the from the House for the extension of the loan of 
IS41, and for an addition of five dollare thereto, and for allow- 
ing interest on Treasury notes, reported the same back without 
amendment. 

Mr. E. said he would ask for the consideration of this bill on 
to-morrow at ] o'clock. 

-Mr. WALKER presented a memorial from citizens of the 
county of Rankin, in Mississippi, asking the assent of Congress 
toa loan ofa portion of the 2 per cent. fund, to be applied to the 


. completion of the railroad between Jackson, Mississippi, and 


Brandon: referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. CHOATE presented a memorial from. Ehishur Adams 
and others, of Bosion, praying that Congress will restore the 
currency of the country by the adoption of the plan for a Board 
of Exchequer: referred to the Committee on Finance, 

Mr. EVANS presented the petition of William Blake, asking 
permission to import, free ofduty, a quantity of shot: referred 
tò the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BARROW presented a petition from reside 

ted a i sidents of th 
own Or Rori Hudson, asking Congress to pass a law forthe re 
ief of the postmaster at that place: referred tothe ittee- 
oe a Office and Post Roads. 1e; Kommitee 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana presented a memorial from 

SMI f r B! a the Mayor 
and City Council of Jeffersonville, Indiana, asking that Con, 
gress will improve the navigation of the Ohio river, at the 
Falls, by the construction of #free canalon the Indiana side of 
the river: referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals, 

_Mr. SIMMONS presented a petition from Sarah Alien for a 
pension: referred to the Committee on Pensions, 

Gace presentei a petition mom paper-hangers in the United 
States, asking an increase of duty on foreign paper-hanej 
witha view to protection, 7: En veporeangings, 

Also presented a memorial of a committee of the Home 
League, in favor of the imposition of duties on auction sales: re- 
ferred to the Commitee on Manufactures. 

Mr. STURGEON presented the proceedings of a public 
meeung held in Tadependence Hall, Philadelphia, in favor of a 
protective tariff: referred to the Committee on Manufactures, 

Mr. WOODBURY presented a memorial from Windsor 
county, Vermont, relative to an improvement in fire ships: re- 
gett tothe Committee on Navel Affairs. i 

e PRESIDENT pro jem. laid before the Ser 

; fem. Senate a mess: 
from the Pregident of the United States, coveting a report from 
the War Department, Ya compliance with the resolution of the 
ue orent July, ae the. removals from office, in 

eparument, from the 4th Mar & * 
tember IB 3 > March, 1829, tothe 30th Sep 
ane off Mr. LINN, ordered to lay on the table and be 

Mr, LINN, on leave, introduced 


a bill making appropriations 


for defences upon certain points on the frontiers of. Missouri: 
and Jowa; which was read twice and referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

Mr. YOUNG. presented a memorial from the counties of 
Bureau, Henry and Rock {sland, in the State of Illinois, for a 
post road, to terminate at Hampton: referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads: 

Mr. WOODBURY remarked that on Friday last he gave no- 

tice thatha would ask leave to introduce a bill providing 
against the difficulties of passing a requisition through the 
Treasury growing out of the vacancy in the office of Comp- 
troller. That vacancy had been filled, but he asked. Icave to 
introduce a bill to provide fora like contingency. He then in- 
troeuced a bill in addition to the act. to amend an act entitled an 
act making an alteration in the Treasury and War Depart- 
ments; which was read twice and referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented a memorial from a number 
of citizens of New York, asking the abolition of the mileage of 
members of Congress,and the reduction of their pay to five 
dollars per day, for abolishing the franking privilege, and re- 
stricting the allowance ef paper to the session: ordered to lie 
on the table and be printed. : 

Mr. ALLEN made a notion to take up his resolution call- 
ing upon the Secretary of the Treasury for a report showing 
the effect of the distribution act; but did not press the motion, 
at the solicitation of 

Mr. MANGUM, on whose motion, the Senate proceeded to 
the consideration of Executive business, and after some time 
spent therein, . 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
3 Monpay, April4 1842. A 

Tn pursuance of the order of the fifth ultimo, the House met 
this day at 11 o’clock. 

Mr. FuSSENDEN of Maine, on leave given, presented cer- 
tain joint resolutions from the Legislature of that State on the 
subject of military defences: referred to the Committee on Mi- 
litary Affairs, and ordered to be printed, 

Mr. OSBORNE, on leave given, offered the following reso- 
lution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation for 
the repait and preservation of the public works in South- 
port harbor, Connecticut, and that the accompanying papers 
from the bureau of Topographical Engineers be referred to 
that committee, 

Mr. CHITTENDEN, on leave given, presented the proceed- 
ings of a meeting of citizens of the county of Jefferson, New 
York, for the protection of American indusury; also, the pro- 
ceedings of a meeting of citizens of Sackett’s harbor upon the 
same subject. 

Mr. MORGAN calied for the regular order of business, 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL (by the concurrence, he said, of Mr. 
Finpmor#) moved that the House resolve itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. ` 

Mr. COWEN gave noticeof a motion to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill for the relief of James Williams had been 
passed. The motion was entered on the Jonrnal. 7 

Mr. LEWIS gave a similar notice in relation to the bill for 
therelief of the heirs of Richard Shubrick. 

Mr. YORKE asked leave to offer a resolution. 

Mr. ADAMS was understood to object to all irregular pro- 
positions, | , 

The question was then taken on the motion of Mr. J. R. IN- 
aersoLn and, by ayes 8t, noes 43, the motion was agreed to. 

So the House resolved itsetfinto Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, (Mr. Tuompson of Indiana in the 
Chair.) 


THE BOARD GF EXCHEQUER. 
Mr. CUSHING rose and said that he did not wish to force the 
consideration of any particular bil upon the committee, but 
that, to discharge himself from any imputation of having ne- 
glected his duty, he moved that the committee now take up, 
TLouse bill No. 206, entitied “A bill amendatory of the sevoral 
acts establishing the Treasury Department.” 
The motion was rejected, 


GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


- And the House resumed the consideration of the bill making 
appropriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of the Go- 
vernment for the year 1842, (which said bili had been heretofore 
laid aside, for the purpose of taking up the Loan bill.) 

The pending question was on the motion to strike out the fol- 
lowing item: N 

‘ftem No. 101. For salary of Secretary to sign patents for the 
public lands, $1,500,” RS 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi observed that when the bill 
was last up, he was entitled to the floor, not having finished the 
remarks he was then making. Though he was very willing to 
see any useful reform going on, yet be was opposed to this par- 
ticular mntion, as not tending towards {hat object.” ‘Phere was 
perhaps no one on that floor who had 4 greater interest in faci- 
litating the issue of land patents than jpimseli; for every Jand- 
holder in Mississipi derived his title to this Iandifrom the pa- 
tents of this Government; buthe would slate thag he considered 
afreform and considerable retrenchment in this branch of the 
public service necessary. This office, however, was hot, in 
his opinion, the place to commence ath Thesreform shonid 
be directed to the offices of Recorder and} Soligtor of the Land 
Ia 1812 the law was that land patents Should be signed 
by the President of the United States, and coustersigned by the 
Commissioner, and this law continued In forcé m 1833, when, 

i in the jdnd gales, the Pre- 
eS: ta salary of 

$1,500 per annum. In 1936, so great was "4ne number of pa- 
tents issued, and so great the Increase of the business of the 
General Land Office, that a new officer, viz. that of recorder, 
with a salary of $1,500, was created to relieve the Commission- 
er from the labor of signing patents. The office of solicitor 
was also created by the same law. In the general appro pria- 
tion bill of 1937, the recorders salary was increased to $2,000. 
Here, he thought, was the point at which reform should com- 
mence. The offices of recorder and solicitor were both, in his 
opinion, unnecessary ; 


had he been in his place when these 
items were passed, he should have moved te strike them out; 
for though he did not approve of this mode of getting rid of an 
officer, yet he considered it highly important that the attention 
of Congress should be directed to these unnecessary offices. 
The business of the land offices had now dwindled down to so 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 


trifling an amount,that the Commissioner would have an.abun- 
dance of time to.sign all the patents, and, inasmuch as it was 
deemed necessary that he should be a man of legal atiainments, 
Mr. T. did not-consider a solicitor necessary to attend to the 
law business of the Department. 

Jn the years 1824, 725, °26, and ’27, the number of patents 
varied from 7,000 to 11,400 peranaum. In 1833, when the Pre- 
sident was first allowed a private seciciary to sign the patents 
for him, the number had greatiy increased. - In 1835 there was 
a vast amount of business accumulated m the Fand Office. 
Then, for the first time, was created this cftice of Recorder, to 
whom apparently other duties were assigned, bat in practice, he 
was informed that he never troubles himself with the recording 
of patents, but does nothing but afix hès name to them. In the 
neXt year the patents issued were. very numerous, amounting 
to.135,858. Then this officer may have earned hissalaty. But 
ever since the business has been diminishing, till it is estimated 
that the number to be issued the ensuing year will net exceed 
15,000.. Now suppose there are 300 working days in the year. 
The Recorder and the President will have to sign fifty patents 
per day. Thiscouldnottakeup muchtime, Butsofar as the 
President is concerned, as itis a mere mechanical business, and 
his whole time should be devoted to the highest. interesis af the 
counuy, Mr. T. said he would be liberal to him, and allow him 
asecretary. But he could not consent so far to favor the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office. By a discontinuance of 
the offices of Recorder and Solicitor, they might save to the 
Treasury $4,000,and the public good would not in the slightest 
degree suffer. Here was, in his estimation, a reform which a 
proper economy demanded at their hands; and he hoped that 
those who bad the power would not overlook it. 

Mr. MATHIOT said pe could not vote for the motion now 
pending before the committee; and he desired briefty to assiga 
the reasons which governed him in voting against iz. What is 
the object ofthe motien?—and what will be its effect if it pre- 
vail? “From the commencement of our land system down to 
1833, it was made the duty of the President of the United States 
by law to sign all patents for land issued by the Government. 

The quantity ofland sold gradually increased until, in 1832, 
the salesamounted to two millions four hundred and six-y-1wo 
thousand three hundred forty-two acres. At the session of 1832- 
+33, Congress deemed it proper to relieve the President from this 
duty; andthe law of March 2, 1833, was passed authorizing the 
appointmentof a Secretary with a salary of fifteen hundred d. 1- 
jars, Whose duty it is made, “under the direction of the Presi- 
dent, to sign his name, and for him, all patents for lands sold or 
granted under the authority of the United States.” This law, 
by its very terms, was to continue in force only four years. 
But, the sales having increased so rapidly that the quantity soid 
in one single year (1836) amounted to twenty millions scventy- 
four thousand eight hundred and seventy acres, Congress, in the 
act to reorganize the General Land Office, approved July 4h, 
1836, made the office of secretary to sign patents permanent. 
And although the jand sales have so greatly diminished that, 
during the last year, only about a million of acres were sold, 
neatly one-third less than at the time this office was originally 
created, and nineteen millions less than when it was re estsblish- 
ed, yet no effarthad been made to abolish it. 

Mr. M. said that although he could not voteto strike out the 
salary, yet he was glad the motion had been made; the atten- 
tion of the people and their representatives would naw be di- 
rected to the subject. He could not vote to strike out, because, 
in his opinion, if the motion should prevail it weuld neither 
remove the officer nor abolish the office, and might involve the 
the titles tothe public jands in great difficulty. He was satis- 
fied that if there wag any necessity for the office at the time it 
was created, that necessity had Jong since ceased to exist. The 
average quantity of the annual sales of the public lands during 
the administration of Mr. Adams was nine hundred and 
thousand five hundred and forty-six acres, and during the f 
four years of Gen. Jackson’s acininistration the average a 
ed to two millions one hundred and one thousand one hundred 
and ninety-eight acres. All the patents ued during these 
periods were signed in person by the distinguished individuals 
who then administered the Government, and he never under- 
stood that this duty interfered with the discharge of their 
other important duties, Now we must have an officer with 
asalary of fifteen hundred dollars to perform this duty, al 
though the sales of the public lands amount only to about one 
hundred thousand acres more per annum than during Mr. 
Adams's administration, and a million of acress less per an- 
num than during the first four years of General Jackson’s ad- 
ministration. 

Mr. M. said that he had no disposition to embarrass this Ad- 
ministration; but, as this duty was performe:t by Mr. Adams 
and General Jackson, he could see no good reason why J 
Tyler could not perform it, and thereby save to the Gov 
ment the sum of filteen} rs per amam. it 
esident, then let the 
changed orequ me by the Com 
corder of the General Land Office. M ald that eve 
berof the committee must be satisfied the ofie 
now a mere sinecnre. From the time i: was created, i 
been conferred upon the sons or relatives ofeach succeding Pre- 
sident; and, whatever its duties may have been heretofore) it is 
perfectly manifest that, during the present year, but a small 
portion ofthe time ofthis officer has been occupi din their 
discharge. Mr. M. said the members of the commitic 
lar demonstration, from day to day, ofthe truth of tl 
until the present raotion was made to strike ont hiss 
officer was to be found, during the sesston of the Hou 
in the gallery or lobby, or occupying the chair of a member ol 
this floor. Bui, independent of U idence, no proposidon is 
that the services per- 

i to th 
A 


nz would it take the Secr 
y member of the commit 
k documents, musi be satisfied, 
hat to sign a thousand would be but 


tary to s 
who is 
from his own expe! 
the labor of a fay aid that a member oi 
he coukl sign five! red ia an hour, But, 
sign a thousand would be the warkef a day, he 
to pay an officer the sum of Aft hundred dollars i 
days’ labor as a clerk, and that officer the son of the P 
and appointed by him. Mr. M. said he never y 

such a state of things. He was gratified the other day, when a 
resolation was intradaced by the gentleman who made the mo- 
tjon now under discussien, to insiract the Committee on Pub- 
Tic Tands to myuire into the expediency of reporting a bill ta 
repeal the act creating the office of Secretary to sign patents, 


jected. 
The 


Which amendment was agreed to. - : 3 
Mr. BOARDMAN stated that he was Instructed by. the Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings and Grounds to propose certain 
other amendments to the bil, embracing the appropriations or- 
dinarily submitted to that committee, aud which it had been the 
practice of the House to insertin the general appropriation bill. 
He then sent to the Chair an amendment providing for the an- 
nual repairs of the Capitol, attending furnaces, é&c. amounting 
to $7,458 5U; and with it a specification of every item of the 
contingent expenses intended to be provided for. : 
ey HOPKINS submited that the amendment was out of 
order. : 
The CHAIR decided the amendment, under the rule adopted 
by the House at the present session, (i. e. to strike out all ap» 
propriations for objects not authorized by Jaw,)'to be out of 
order. ; Da 
Mr. BOARDMAN took an appeal fromthe decision, andar- 
gued that the amendment was in order, because it was precisely 
according to the usual practice of the House, ard. cited: prece- 
dents at former sessions, It was in order also, Mri B. contended, 
becanse it was in effect the prosecution of works already com. 
menced and in progress. PAINTS 
The discussion was continued by Messrs. HOPKINS, CHAS. 
BROWN of Pennsyivania, PARMENTER, CAVE JOHNSON; 
McKAY, and CLIFFORD, and the CHAIR, in favor of the 


against it, 

Then the question, “Shall the decision of the Chair stand as 
the judgment of the committee?’ was taken, and decided in the 
affirmative. sie 

So the decision of the Chair was affirmed, and the amendment 
was declared to he ont of order. 

Mr. BOARDMAN stated that, in discharge of his duty, he 
should offer another similar amendment, in obedience to the 
committee of which he was chairman, appropriating $2,550 for 
amua! repairs of the President’s House and grounds. 

The CAATR ruled this amendment also to be out of order, 

Mr. BOARDMAN declined to take an appeal, 

Mr. B. offered another amendment, appropriating $40,375 for 
completing the requisite offices, fuel vauits, erecting tbe porti- 
co of the westera wing, colonnade courts, &c. incinding the 
amount due for labor aud materials already furnished for the 
Treasury building. i 

He vent to the table a statement of the items embraced in this 
appropriation, and adJjed that the committee will see that of 
the anount proposed to be appropriated, $17,550 is now due 
for work and materials expended upou the buildings, the resi- 
due of $22,000 ie necessary to complete the portion of the build- 
ings now cecupied and nearly finished. Mr. B. asked the favo- 
rable consideration of te committee to the fact thata large pro- 
portion of the sum asked was for paying the honest debts of the 


the waatof it, He stated that the appropriation asked for by 
the Departinentand the Commissioner of Public Buildings wag 
$153,000: that it was urged by the Secretary of the Treasury 
that he needed much additional room ‘for (he convenient de- 
spatch of the public business: ‘fhe roonis in the basement are 
uninhabitable, because of the dampness and want of ventila: 
tion, Fhe third story rooms are darkened by the roof. of,the 
| colonnade.. This last-mentioned difficulty could not well be re- 
moved, but the Cominissioner of Public Buildings was of opi- 
nion that, with proper appliances, the basement rooms might 
| be accnpied—at least that the experiment was well worth mak- 
ing, and if successful, it would remove the necessity of an im- 
mediate erection of the proposed south wing, 

Je farther stated that the amount asked for by the Depart- 
ments and submitted to the committee amounted to $347,740, 
from which the committee deducted the sum of $164,780, leav- 
| the whole amount recommended by them only $182,959. They 
| advise the commencement of no new building, but merely to 
1 complete and secure what has been alreaty done, The ap- 
| propriation asked forthe Treasvry building is £153,000; of this 
i Buildings recommends the. com- 
for the items specified in the paper 


BLES BROWN raised a question of order upon 


he amendment, as not properly coming witbin the. objects. óf 
the general appropriation bill. He complained of the building 
as improperly placed and arranged, Ile desired to inquire of 
the chairman who approved of the design and location of the 
paniding, and by What authority it was erected? à 
Mr. BOARDMAN replied that the building was erected un- 
der the authority of Congress. and the location and design ofthe 
puailding was determined by General Jackson, ae 
id The CHAM decided the amendment to be in orer. 


The amendment was farther briefly discussed by Messrs. 
| McKEON, CHARLES BROWN, WARD, and BOARDMAN, « 


il when the question was taken, and the amendment was agreed , 
i] to : ; 
j Mr. BOARDMAN offered an amendment for -an appropria- 
tion t te the work yet to be done, and to pay for labor 
i terials Que at the General Post Office building, 
5. Tle sent to the table a statement showing the items 
and the ameunt due for labor and materials fanisnea for the 
Post Office building, and the estimate of the Are iltect ae 
i| Commissioner of the amount necessary. to tomple it. He 
stated that the General Post» Office, had era cau 
and convenient building, would be finished and comp. eted 
within the original estimates. Te was built by contract, and the 
work done with more despatch and economy. than any of the 
other. public buildings. The amount recommended embraces 
255,590 for work -and materials alveady furnished, and a little 
aes 19,006 forthe work remaining to be done, This appro- 
ciation and-the one already adopted for ibe ‘Treasury building 
| | included the salary af the architect up te the fire: July next, 


decision; and by Mr, BOARDMAN and Mr. MASON of Ohio - 


Government, due to poor Jaborers, who were now suffering for. 


We, 


"Wwe thirds and mdre of this item is now due for labor and ma- 
terials, and the want of it is‘severely felt by -many of the labor- 
ets:to' whom tt is due. ` The other portion is necessary. to finish 
the outer doors; railing forthe sTairwa¥s, fences witholit, win- 
dow. shutters.éc.- > me baa © y ‘ 

Mr. McKEGN would ask the gentleman if itwas fair, afterall 
the effatts that had been.made for reduction, to give $20,000 for 
iron railing for this building, : 


> Mr. BOARDMAN explained the Eems, and eontended-that . 


- they were nécessary, 

ofthe building, te 
Mr. PROFFIT “understood that the committee had stricken 
out part-of the salary ofthe architect. Now if the office was 
pot abolished, the. officer should have his full salary. If the 
Office was. unnecessary, let it be. discontinued: but while the 
office existed by law, the. cicer was compelled to discharge its 
duties, and the fuli salary should be paid him. 
“Mr. BOARDMAN said that the appropriation continued the 
architects salary up to the Ist July, at which time the commit. 
tee, believing. that there would be no farther use forthe office, 
had come to the conclusion that the salary should stop. 

Mr. PROFFIT said: That. does not meet the question, He 
understood thatthe President was authorized by Jaw to employ 
anarchitect for the. public buildings, and the withholding the 
Salary would not-abolish the office. 

My. BOARDMAN expinined that the President was oniy 2u- 
thorized to employ an architect fora special purpose, and ihat 
when the buildings should be completed, the understanding 
‘was that, the office should cease to exist. 

Mr. PROFFITT was aware that the architect was employed 
for this particular purpose. He understood that the buildings 
were not completed, and the gentleman had not said when they 
would be. The architect, therefore, would continue in office, 
and be compelled to discharge the dunes of the office though 
hissalary should be withheld, ‘This was contrary te any thing 
that had ever’ becn dane in that House He did not know the 
Officer; and indeed had never.seen him; but he wished to see jus- 
tice done him, and if he was continued jia office, his salary 
should not be withheld, It was, to be sire, a smail amount, 
but it was. theprineiple he opposed, and it might lead: to diffi 
culties hereafter. 

Mr. HUDSON explained, that the office of this architéct-wag 
not in the first instance created by any law; and it was not till 
the law passed. for the erecilon of the Post Office Building, that 
the authovity wasgiven to employ an architect, and be had only 
to complete the building according to the original plan, when 
the purpose for which he was appointed. would be accomplish 
ed, The committer came to the conclusion that the office of 
Superintendent. of the Public Buildings and Architect would 
not both be necessary after the Ist of July next, and they there. 
fore hail proposed a bill to abolish it after that day, The 
building by that time would be so nearly completed that the 
Fie could perform all the duties required at the 

ading. 

_ The queation was taken, and the amendment, without a divi- 
BION, Was agreed to, 

Mr, BOARDMAN offored several other amendments. 

‘Upon examination, the CHAIR pronounced them all out of 
order, under the previous decision of the committee, 
1 Mr. B, said that, with great deference to the opinion- of the 
‘Chair, he desived to call his aueution to the next amendment 
offered; proposing an appropriation of $2000, submitted by 
the commissioner, and approved by the committee, for com- 
pleting the new jail. That building was enclosed an 


and in qonformity with the original plan 


hat nearly 
finished: tlie old'one unfit for use. Sho new One Was od a mi- 
secable plan, but was a much better building, and ded the 


appropriation susrested before it could be 
been. built according to law, and was a work “ia progress,” 
He submitted, therciore, that the amendment was in order. 

The CHAIR pronvanced it out of order, as the ainendment 
included “contingencies, &e.? 

Mr. BOARDMAN moditied the amendment, by authority of 
the committee, staking out “contingencies,” and reducing the 
Amount togi SL. > 

as smendinent was then declared to be in order, and was 
adopted, 

‘The amendment propasing appropriations of $600 for rey 
of the Capitol, of 8209 for the fence fronti 
Departments, and of 8350 for the repairs 
House, were pronovaced out of order. 

Mr. BOARDMAN. asked the Chair to revise his decision re- 
garding the amendment appropriating $133 87 for the payment 
‘of thé athount allowed. Jolin Joyce by the commissioners un- 
derthe joint resolution of the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
but which by a clerical error was omitted in the last year’s ap: 
propriations. This was an appropriation provided ior by law. 

The CHAIR aaid that, with tbat explanation, the amend- 
mont was in order, ; ? 

And tha question heing taken, the amendment w. gr 

Mr. BOARDMAN claimed that the amendment approntu inr 
$2,0 10 for enclosing the Patent OJize grounds with wood pafings, 
clearing grounds, pianti ad allixive window shutiere 
to be alsu in order, ag ne only the prosecution of a worl 


eceupied It had 


irs 
g the State and War 
of the Presidents 


a 
progress. Te stated that (he Caimissioner of P Buildings 
and the Architect ed an appropriation of £47,000, for aa 


iron fence, The committee, believing that her 

jag would he entirged, ard that if was m to erect an 

expensive iron f proposal {9 clear 1e Grounds. plant 

trees, and enclose the whole with a substantial wood palh 

protect it from nuisance and injury. J 

_ The CHAIR, on reconsideration, pronounced the amendment 
in order, 

And it was agreed to. 

Another ame t offered by Mr. BOARDMAN, for an ape. 
propriation to purch upon the square 
upon which the Gene and opposite the 
grounds of the Patent ; Was pronounced out ef 
order, and was not 

[A message in writing v 
Uniked States by the hancs 
tary.] i 

The item No. 112 being 
words: 

“For compensation t 
of the Mint at Puitag ja, $ 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, 
Ways and Means, moved an 


hat build 


B. 
s received from the Presidont of the 
of Ropert TYLER, esq, his Secre- 


under consideration m the following 


in sald ofice of the Director 


y rection af the Committee of 
amendment te inc ethe sum to 


ae Which amendment was adopted. 


“kem No. 113, Approopriatin, 2n6 ingeni ex. 
penses for the same Mint? E 930,600 for contingent ex 


“Mr. INGERSOLL moved to amend-by reducing the amount 
10 919,900, ee a aa EOI S 

The CHAIRMAN said- this- item for- contisgencies, in ac~ 
cordance with the order of the House, should-be stricken 
oe. STANLY inquired if the contingencies for the mints 
were included in the ordez of the House? . He- undersiocd that 


the order wasto strike out“the contingencies for. the Depart. 


ments only >. ey š . = i; 

The CHAIRMAN decided. that ‘all contingent. appropria- 
tions were ordered to-be stricken out. 

And accordingly the item-was-stricken out. : 

“Item No. 115. Appropriating forthe salary of the super- 
intendentof the Branch Mint at-Charloue, North Carolina, 
82,000 — > 8 a EAE 

-Having been read— AE oe 

My. GREEN -said he had intended to move te strike out the 
appropriations for all the Branch Mints; but, inasmuch as he 
had reported a bill from the Committee on Public Expendi- 
tures to abolish! these Minis, and it was desirable to pass this 
bill without delay, and as he should call up that bill at the first 
opportunity, on which they. would try the Branch Mint subject, 
he would net make the motion, 

The item appropriating for contingent expenses of the 
Branch Mint’at Charlotte was stricken cut under the order of 
the House. 

Item No. 125 having been read in the folowing words: 

“For compensation of workmen atthe Branch Mint at Dah- 
lonega, Georgia, $2, 880"— of 

Mr. G. DAVIS moved to strike out al! the appropriations 
for Branch Mints. 

The CHAIRMAN decided the motion out of order. 

Mr. DAVES then moved to strike out the above item. i 

On this motion a debate aroze, which was participaicd in by 
Messrs. G. DAVIS, GREEN, HABERSHAM, MORGAN, 
GRAHAM and EVERETT, and PENDLETON and STAN- 
LY, Gù explanation.) 

Mr. G. W. CALDWELL inquired how the gentleman from 
Kentucky proposed ts accomplish the “reform and retrench- 
ment” about which he talked so much? 1ppose his motion 
now prevailed, would he abolish this mint? No- Would he 
save one cent to the Government? No. Woulll he then de- 
prive officers of theirsalaries? No. Why thea should he con- 
Stine the time of the committee with these projects of “retrench 
ment and reform,” when bis motion, if it should prevail, would 
save nothing at ail? Was not its effect to be merely to show to 
the country that such a motion had been made, that credit may 
be obtained for proposing “reforms,” although it is known at 
the time that by it no “reform” can be eff. 
man talked anout Ue sa 
coinage bem done 
it deine 


ge 
s than at Pennsylvania,and ifany 
should be abolis mid show that itshould be the mint at 
Philadelphia, zint cos: $39,060 per annum to keep it 
Which was $19,000 more thaa the expense ofthe mint at © 
lotta, aud more than the expense of the branch minis altogether. 
Ho, however, did not now propose to go toto an argument on 
this question, but whenever it properly camcupen a proposi- 
tioa to repeal the law establishing the branch mint at Cherintte, 
he would show that all the argumeuts of the genlieman from 
Kentucky were worth nothing. 

Aftor some remarks by Mi, BLACK, which will be found in 
a preceding column— 

Mr. A. V, BROWN of Tennessee said that iiseemed to him 
that gentienen had entirely misconce:ved the tree nature ef 
the question under . H was useless, worse than use. 
less, now to dicticy haying established the 
branch minis; they kad been : ied S ago, ind the 
question now dby this mation, v ef them 
should. be ed. Phe maver hed evidently aimed his 
blows against all of them but that of Philadelphia. ile wouid 
like to know 


up, 


it was located in the more favored region of the North,and im a 
Pennsyl- 
had, as she deserved, often reccived 
f this Government; but was Norih 
USC were Southern Staies, and 
in iheir resentments, were they to be 
pretended system of reform? Ali 
wled, were Government institutions, and 
were equally entitled 10 favor and regard. If some of them 
must be demolished, as now contended for, that at Philadelphia 
and New Orleans ought rather to go overboard, 
and always would be, chiefly valuable in recoining foreign gold, 
whilst the other two were located in the yery heartot the gold 
region of the United States, in the very place of. all others 
where they ought to be. Gentlemen had coniended that the mint 
raf Philadelphia conid de all the coining for the Uited States. So 
could the mints of North Carolina and Georgia, . But was no- 
thing due te the convenience of the people of those States? All 
the imported gocds af this country could be passed atihe cus- 
tom houses of Boston, New York and New Orleans; but was that 
reason why the custom-housesat Norfolk andCharleston and 
ANd LWenty other p shouldbe pulied dowu? The 
eanve se af the people Bt sections must be consult 
ed. His for this una: all i 
biished, dt 
mints in 
gold min 
extent, 
confirmed, 
bie, aud fox 
amount of j 
ext. 
place; large ci 
lo the coustry, and, by 
towns n he mur 
by the change in tt 
those-golden G7 
taking, Hroken 
try, giv 


selected as the v 
the nuns, he cont 


> extremely valua- 
ry by ine: i } 


ta 


Tor cireuls 


italists, with 


fing their me: r 
und oher speculations, were prostrated 
times before 
prorepted them to the under- 
down acd dispirited, they have lef the coun- 
> tbe business to Individuals, who, by their own 

labor or h hands, wers carrying on the business on a smail 
scale to what was once e. ted. 
But, sir, jet ao man s 
tinge. He donbted nat that ina few years the 
mines won 
would be maiter of astonistunent that any one 
thonght of pulling down the mints of those States, - 
Mr. B. said that in every commercial country in the world it 


g to con- 
of those 
t years i 
wd. have 


They were, 
7 


they had realized a iy of 


had now become evident that he specie basis Of all bank issues 
was entirely too small; thatthe increase of trade and business 
had made i: an object of primary importatice to increase the 
quantity of the precious metals as much as possible. Russia 
was'doing all she could in that way. Mexico, too, was poon. 
ing more attention to her mines than formerly, and the Unite 

States, holding a gold region as Fenn as either, ought not to 

g behind in so necessary a work, 

eect men, with their doctrines, could not ask for boun- 
ties 6r-protection to the people in working the gold mines. 
True, it was a species of domestic manufacture—it was Ame- 
rican labor—ag much asthe iron making business of Pennsy]- 
vania, and might, therefore, ask, not for protection, but fora 
bounty, on precisely the same principle. The man of Peon 
sylvaniasays, “F have the finest iron ores of the continent, bu 

labor isso high in this country thas I cannot compete wih the 
iron mongers of England, and therefore { pray you give mea 
protection of thirty or forty per cent. against all competitors. 

So saysthe man of Georgia or North Carolina. “i have the 
richest gold mines in America, but labor is so high, and the pro- 


Bat, siz, the people of Nortk Carolina nor Georgia do not de- 
sire any thing like this. Yo encourage them to embark freely 
in the working of there mines, in which this whole country had 
a deep interest. you jocated these mints in the midst of the gold 


nes, 


ores, 

Lot the imes alter, and business once more take its acens- 
romad course, and wm after years a Comparison between the ex- 
ses of these institutions, ead their incalculable benefits to 
whofe country, will be as dust in the balance. : 
he saw another gerFeman [Mr. GRAHAM] from 
gion, who could bear practical testimony or. this sube 
hom he would yield the floor. 
GILMER obtained the foor, and yielded toa motion by 
Mr, TROMPON, of Mississippi, that the committee rise, 

On which motion no quorum voted, 

The committee rose, aid reported that faet to the Bouse. 

My. BLACK asked Jeave to present some papers, which he 
said very nearly afected the interests of the State of Georgia, 

[Gries of “No quorum,” adjourn,” ée.) 

Mr. L. W, ANDREWS moved that the House adjourn. 

Bir, ADAMS proposed that the message of the President, re 
ceived to-day, be read, 

Mr. ANDREW'S withdrew his motion for this purpose. 

Mr. BLACK objected to the reading of the message unless 
is papers were rereived, 
e motion of Mr. AXprews was then agreed to; and the 


House adjourned, 


— 


The following petitions, presented under the rule of the 
House adopred last week, were banged in to the Reporter: 

By Mr. ROOSEVELT: Several petitions praying Congress 
to pass the,biil to authorize the Postmaster General to meke con- 
tracis with railroad companics for transporting the mail of the 
United States. 

By Mr, WINTHROP: The petition of Tilt and Dowell and 
others, of Boston, manufacturers of si!kand wor ted cords, 
fringes, tassels, and other vinuuings, pra ingan increase of due 
ties, 
iy Mr 


aut, 


STING, of The mem 
rough, M: husets, proposi 
fence for experimen: 
tional Government, 

MOORE: The petition of merchants and ship and 
boat owners, praying for the establishmentof a light- 
house at Biloxi, in the State of Mie sippi, 


f Alexander 
ag anew mode 
and adoption by the Na- 


IN SENATE, 

TUESDAY, April 5, 1842. 

„The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Senate a comm. 

nication from the Governor of lowa, enclosing four memorials 

adopted by the Legislative Council’ of that Territory in favor 

of establishing jand offices.at Iowa city, and at Marion, in Linn 

county, and for establishing a new land district, and relative to 

the sections of land contiguous to Lowa city: ordered to lie on 
the table, and te printed, - 

Mr. YOUNG presented a petition from citizens of Grundy 
county, Winois, praying for the appropriation of an additional 
quanuty of land to complete the Hiinois and Michigan canal: 
referred to the Committee on Public Landa, $ PAi 

Mr MOREERAD presented a preambie and resolutiong 
„a&lopted by the Legislature of Kentucky, relative to the adop- 
ion, for the use of the navy, of American water. rotted hemp 
and in favor of e ablishing an inspection in that S! aie, to test 


me qualities, d&c.: referred to the Committee on Naval Af- 


Z 


ie Presented a memorial from the represen. 
Ja: 2 


rahue, tleceased, praying compenaation. for 
referred to the Commiuee en Revoluticnary 


Ciaime. ` 

Mr. CHOATE, from the Committee on the Lit 
advers H lon of the adm 
ess to make u pure 
hich was ordered to lie 


ary, made an 
ratrixol fezekiah 
of certain copies 
on the table, and 


taying Cor 
cf Niles’ Registe ; 
be printed,  ? 
Hr. REREAD, from the Committee on Indian Affsirs, to 
which the subject had been refi rred, reported a bill te provide 
non reim arising under the Mth and 19th ar- 
aly of Dancing Rabbit Cree ded in Sep- 
with the Choctaw Indians. meme ae Sif 
Mr. ML remarked that this bill came from the War Depart- 
zand that the committee had reported it not because it con- 
ined their views, but because they were anxious to have a dis- 
cus onin the Senate upon the subject, before they attempted to 
frame abil. They theaght ibasmuch as this bjii covered the 
whole ground to be discussed, it would be be better to report it 
fori hwrith for -that purpose, They haped that when this BHT. 
Which did not meet the views ofthe’ cormmittee, or the represen’ 
pme pom Mississippi, shall have bean discussed, i Wold 
ey le f i 5 a amitee is report a biil which might be aceepte- 
Parties, Astit was desirous to have the early action 
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of the Senate upon the subject, he moved to make the bill the 
specialorder of the day for Monday next. _ 

Mr, PHELPS preferred to have more time to consider the 
bill, before the Senate eatered upon a discussionofit, He 
theught the day fixed was too short to affurd an opportunity to 
examine it futly. 

Mr. WALKER said he hoped the Senator from’ Vermont 
would not press his objection to naming an early day for the 
consideration of this bill, as it was one of great urgency. It 
was absolutely necessary that some mode forthe adjustment of 
the claims re.erred to should be provided by Congress. Indeed 
it had become a matter of euch urgent necessity, that the Legis- 
lature of the State of Mississippi had taken up the subject, and 
had forwarded instructions to the Senators of that State, to urge 
upon Congress some Immeihate action upon it. Serious appre- 
hensions were entertained that the Jand titles of the whole State 
would be disturbed. Individuals who had been cultivating their 
farms in peace and quietness, under the belief that they had de-. 
rived frorn the Governmenta full and complete title, were now 
threatened with ejectment. The difficulty was one which had 
grown out of the neglect of Congress to carry into eflect the 
treaty o: Dancing Rabbit creek,.of 1830; and he trusted, there- 
fore, an early day would be fixed for its consideration. 

Mr. KING said it was exceedingly desirable that the subject 
should be taken up at as early a day as possibile. It was a mat- 
ter which affeeted, also, a portion of the State which he had the 
honor to represent; and it was one upon which the Senate 
would, he had no doubt, be prepared to enter upon its conside- 
ration as soon as Monday, If they were not, it could be passed 
over until a more convenient time, 

After a few more remarks by Messrs. MOREHEAD and 
PHELPS, the bili was made the order of the day for Monday 


next. . 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Senate a report 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, showing the contracts made 
by that Department during the year 1841, the paymenton ac- 
count of miscellaneous claims during the same year; and the 
expenditures from the Marine. Hospital fund during the year 
184L: ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 

Mr. GRAIIAM, from the Committee on Pensions, to which 
had been referred House bill for the relief ef Elizabeth 
‘Tresham, the widow of George Tresham, reported adverseiy to 
its passage. : : 

Mr. G.-on leave, submitted the following joint resolution; 
which was read, and ordered to be printed, viz: 

Resolved by the Senate, the House of Lepresentatives 
concurring, That the following be added to the joint rules of 
the two Houses: -7 . i 

Whenever a claim against the United S:ates of any, deserip- 
tion, has been, or shali be, presented to eiiher House, and re- 
ferred to a committee, and such committee shall have made a 
report iu writing against the allowance of the claim, and the 
same shall have been concurred in by such House, it shall not 
ve in order to revive the consideration of such claim in that 
House, at the same or any future session of Congress, either by 
Dill, resolution, petition, or otherwise; except upon a memorial 
of the claimants first setting forth upon affidavit that he hag 
discovered new evidence in support of his claim, since the de 
cision against it, and a statement of the subsiance of such evi- 
dence; or second, assigning specific errors in the report of the 
committee adverse to it, and a certificate of a menyber of that 
House that he believes that the former decision was erroneous 
as charged in said memorial: Provided, That an order dis- 
charging a committee from the further consideration ofa claitn, 
shall in no wise require compliance with the rule, 

WAR STEAMERS. 

Mr. MANGUM, on leave, inuwoduced a bill to authorize the 
Secretary of the Navy to coutract for building certain war 
steamers; which was read twice and referred to the Committee 
„on Naval Affairs. 

` INCREASE OF THE ARMY. 

Mr. PRESTON, from the Committee on Military Affairs, re- 

orted back the bill to raisetwo new regiments, and to organ- 
jze a corps ofhorse artillery; which was read. 

Also reported back to the Senare without amendment the bill 
to abolish the office of Commissary General of Subsistence. 

Mr. PRENTISS, fromthe Committee on Patents and the Pa- 
tent Office, reporteda joint resolution for the printing and dis- 
tribution of the continuation ofthe Digest of Patents, and for 
other purposes; which was read, and ordered to a second read- 


ing. A 

Bir. BERRIEN presenteda communication from the Execu- 
tive of Georgia, enclosing a correspondence upon the subject of 
the application to the Secreiary of War for troops to defend the 
frontiers against the inroads of the Indians, in Jien of those now 
employed by the United States, and showing the manner in 
which the Secretary of War responded to the application: re- 
ferred to the Committee un Mijitary Affairs. 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
which the subject had been referred, reported a bill to autho- 
rize the Secretary of the Treasury to make arrangemen's, or 
compramise with any ofthe sureties of Samuel_Swartwout, 
Jate collector of the customs for the port of New York; which 
was read, and ordered toa second reading. 

Mr. McROBERTS, from the Committee on the Post OMcees 
and Post Roads, inade an adverse report on the_ petition of 
Alexander Cumming, for additional compensation for carrying 


the mail; which was ordered to Iie on the table, and be printed, 
Mr. ALLEN asked the Senate to take up hi n, call- 
ing on the Secretary of the Treasury for inform as to the 
effect of the distribution act, 
The resolution was taken up and raadas follows: 
Resolved, Taat the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
inform the Senate, as son as pract g Whether, ia his opij 


pion, the Government can, inthe presentexigency of its fi: an- 
cial affairs, be carried on without either recalling to its service 
the revenue derived from the sales of the the public domain, 
and which, by an existing act, is set apart for distribution to the 
States, or without drawing fromthe people, in addition to their 
present taxes, an amount equal to that revenue, and In conse- 
quence of its distribution, by. means of increasing the taxes 


“now levied upon them in the form of tariffdues, or by imposing - 


anew and direct tax upon them; ‘or by borrowing, upon their 
credit, in the form of direct loans, or of ‘Treasury notes, to be 
paid eventually out of their labor aud property. “And if, in his 
opinion, the Government cannot be so carried onwithout thus 
recalling the land revenue, or increasing the taxes or the loans 
toan amount equal to that revenue, and in consequence of its 
distribution, then which of these alternatives will,in his opi- 
nion, bethe most economical wo the people—the recall of that 
revenue, the taxes, or the loans. Aiso,thathe be directed to 
lag before the Senote the estimates and the reasons upon which 
guch his opinions may be founded. 

Mr. RIVES moved on the 2st January, to strike out a'l 
after the word‘‘resolved” with a view to insert the fol- 
lowing: 

That the Secretary ofthe Treasury be directed to report to 
the Senate, by what means adequate provision can best be made 
for mgeting the necessary expenditures cf the Government, in 
the present condition of the country; submiting his plans 
therefor in detail, with estimates of the probable product of 
each source of supply proposed: and, also, to what extent re- 
trenchments in the various branches of the public expenditure 
are likely to arise from the cessation or diminution of charges 
on the Treasury now existing, or may be further effected, bya 
wise economy, adapted alike to the wants and resources of the 
Government. 

Mr, ALLEN demanded the yeas and nays on the amendment 
which were ordered, acd the question being put, the amend- 
ment wasadopted by the jollowing voie—yeas 25, nays 18: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Cheate, Clayton, Crittenden, Evans, Graham, Huntington, 
Manzum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Pren- 
tiss, Preston, Rives, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, 
Yalilmadge, and White—25. 7 

NAYS— Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Buchanan, Calhoun, Fulton, 
King, Linn, McRoberts, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Stur- 
geon, Tappan, Waiker, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, 
and Young—18. . 

The question was then put on the resolution, as amended, and 
it was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr KING, the Senate took np and considered, 
as in committee of the whole. the joint resolution to authorize 
the extension of the contract for carrying the ma'l on the route 
between Mobile and New Orleans; and, there being no propo- 
sition to amend the resolution, it was reported to the Senate, and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
which had been referred a bill in addition to an act to amend the 
act entitled an act making alterations in the Treasury and War. 
Departments, reported the same back wiih a recommendation 
that it do not pass. 2 ` ; 

Mr. YOUNG introduced the following resolution, which, af- 
ter some explanation by him, was adopted: i 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of passing a law to authorize the 
Commissioner of Pensions to place the name of William Bills- 
Jand, ef the State of Minois, on the pension toll of the State, 
as an invalid pensioner of the United States, F 


LOAN BILL. 
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On motion of Mr. EVANS, the Senate took if; as in com- 
mittee of the whole, the bill from the House for whe extension 
of the loan of 1841, and for an addition of five miltion’ of dol 
lars thereto, and for ullewing interest on Treasury noiks. 

Mr. EVANS rose, and remarked that the bill. vow Yefore the 
Senate had been sent from the other House, where ali bills 
touching revenue must necessarily originate. It had been pe- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance, aad reported back without 
any amendment, but with an earnest recommendation in favor 
of its immediate passage. It was proper, however, in justice 
to one member of the committee, the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire, (Mr. Woopzury,] that he should state that he did not 
concur in the recommendation that the bill should be adopted 
in the formin which it came from the House of Representa- 

8. 
De it would be expected he shouid say something in expla- 
nation of the bill, he would do so, but at the same time endea- 
vor to confine himself to the main provisions; and he hoped, as 
these were few and well understood, there would be no neces- 
sity for entering into discussions which could lead to nothing 
hut delay, injuriousto the Government and the country. 

These main provisions did not exceed two or Uiree in num- 
ber. He would take them up in the order of their importance, 
and not exactly in the order in which they stand in the bill. 

The first is that which authorizes an additional loan of five 
millions: that is, a loan of five millions in addicion to the tweive 
million loan authorised at the late exura session, The act of 
the extra session authorised the Secretary of the Treasury, 
whenever the exigencies of the Government required it, to bor- 
row money to the amount offtwelve millions, fur a given pe- 
riod, andat par value. The authority of this bill extends not 
onty to a furtber loan of five millions, but alse to the balance of 


_ six millions yet unsold of thetwelve milhon joan, and empow- 


ers the Secretary ofthe Treasury to negotiate both that ba- 
lance and the additional loan of five milous, oa the best terms 
he can obtain in the money market. Another provision of the 
bilis importan:; itis that which authorizes the Secretary of 
the Treasury toexiend the term of the Gweive million loan for 
the balance yet unsold, aud with rd tothat balance and the 
additional loan of five mitit arrangement may 
best sui orbe of most as Ment, as to 
time, not exceeding twenty He may, at the time ofis- 
suing the stock, m i mabie in three years, ihe same 
term asthe loan b ion, or in eight, ten, or 
any number af ye inz twenty. The enly injone- 
tio» is, thatthe imeof redemption shall be specified m 
the stock atthe when issued. ‘This will be a great imn- 
provement, and, iè is expected, will bo more acceptable D the 
lender, as it will not be inthe power of the Secretary of the 
Treasury to redeem the stock before the expiration of the time 
the lender has bargained for. Another important provisien of 
this bill is that it extends the time for negotiating the loan. By 
the actof the extra session, the time was limited from the pas- 
sage of the act to the Ist of July, 1842. This biil extends the | 
time tothe lstof July, 1843. The other sections of the bill are 


. for carrying it on. 


| 


Vorume Tr 


of minor consequence. He.took therm iù -detai a` 
brief explanation on each; such as thatal] portions or the for- 
mer loan bill not repealed in this shall remain in fall-forees and. 
all Treasury notes outstanding, when they fall duey:if ot paid, 
shall continue to bear interest til! redeemed, which. shall be 
whenever the state ofthe Treasury shalladmit of i Ts 
The three points he had at first mentioned were the most im- 
portent of the provisions in the bill, ‘and to’ them he should di- 
rect the attention of the Senate.’ And first, as to’ the authority 
to borrow five millions, in: addition to the tweive million’ Joan, 
of the extra session. It might be thonght, or even urged* by 
those who knew better, that this sum of five-millions was to be 
an additional loan, independent of the five millions'in ‘Treasury 
notes lately authorized, with which and the twelve million loan ” 
the public debt would become twenty-two-millions. It was pro- 
per, however, to state at the outset, that although this additional 
Juan of five millions increases the funded débt, it does not actu. 
aily increase the indebtedness ofthe Government, and cannot do 
80, unless Congress refusesto provide adequate means to meet 
its expenses. He mentioned this, becatise: he sometimesng- 
ticed in. the public prints certain paragraphs assunting thatthe 
public ‘debt is already twenty millions, and will be, thirty mile 
lions of dollars before the end of the year. Such’ statements 
were not only reiterated without foundation in fact iù the pews- 
papers, but also.occasionally in documents, which:ought to be 
more authentic. Now the specific object of this’additional 


-Ioan of five millions is to redeem outatanding: Treasuty notea or 


replace those absorbed before ‘due by the customs, in an- 
ticipating the ordinary méañs on which the Government has. to 
depend fer the ordinary expenses of the year. . “A” few'details 
would explain this matter. The outstanding ‘Treasury notes 
are now in amount nearly nine millions—he believed -$8,874,« 
000, Many of these Treasury notes are falling due within: short 
periods. But all are receivable for customs, whether due im- 
mediately or remotely, in point of time. If these Treasury 
notes continue at a discount in the stock market, it is obvious 
they will be forced back upon the Government in the payment 
of duties, and to that extent must deprive it of the ordinal 
means of meeting the ordinary expenses, æ It is equally obvioua 
that the Government requires all its ordinary. means to méet ita 
ordinary expenses. If Treasury notes thus absorb the means 
of the Government, they cause a deficit which must be mét 
from other sources. Itis further obvious that the customscan- 
not meet the expenditures of the Government, and: t Į 
these Treasury notes. Hisimpression, therefore, was, 
bill now under consideration wisely provided fora loan 
sorb or replace these Treasury notes, and. thereby, 
the ordinary revenue to meet the ordinary expenaes of 
the Government. The whole amount of ‘the last issus 
of Treasury notes authorized has rot been paid out, but would 
have been by this time, only for the delay occasioned by the 
office of Comptroller being vacant. ‘The balance to. be issued 
within a few days, does not exceed $900,000, The amount of 
Treasury notes now lying in the Treasury, received the firat 
quarter of this year for revenue, (customs and lands, but chiefly, 
if not wholly, for customs,) wasabout two and a half millions of 
dollars. This amount has been redeemed from the current: re- 
venue of the year, and thereby Government.has been.deprived 
of that amount of ordinary means to meet ordinary éxpenses, 
Thatamount ought to be replaced in the Treasury out-of the~ 
loan to be authorized by this bill. The balance of this five mil-* 
lion Joan will be wanted to absorb or replace those Treasy 
notes thrown back on the Government in this way during the 
current quarter, The loan to be raised under the provisions of 
this bill, will, in effect, be eleven millions, namely, the balance 
of the twelve million loan, six millions; and the. additiona} loan 
of five millions; so that with the first half of the twelve million 
Joan already negotiated, the whole of the pubtic funded debt 
will be seventeen millions; or, putting itih another. form, the 
twelve miilion loan of the extra séssion, and new five milion 
Joan of this session, making together seventeen millions. This 
isthe. utmost amount of the indebtedness of the Government, 
and will not be exceeded, if Congress provides means adequate 
_ But if Congress chooses to let the Goyern- 

ment go on struggling with difficulties and inadequate means, 
the indebtedness will be twenty-two millions, instead of seven. 
teen; and, in that event, this new loan will become an addition 
to the public debt already existing. He was sorry to say the 
prospects from the ordinary sources of revenue, were any thing 
but encouraging. 

At the beginning of the year the Secretary of the Treasury 
estimated the revenue from all sources at nineteen millions— 
from customs in particular at $15.600,000. This estimate has 
not been justified by the receipts of the.first quarter, nor is it 
likely tobe realized for the whole year. He had received:the 
returns from the Custom House at New York from: which it 
appears thatthe imports, compared with those of the corres» 
ponding part oflast year, have fallen off three millions, average 
ing J0 per cent, on the whole amount ofimporis. Ifa similar 
reduction takes place for the rest of the year, instead: of 
the customs yielding as estimated, .$15,600,00U, they will 
yield but $13,500,000, leaving a deficitof two millions one:hun- 
dred thousand dollars; so that the whole revenue, instead 
of being nineteen millions, as estimated by the, Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, will be but $16,900,000,’ But’ there 
are other reductions pointed out by the Senator from New 
Hampshire [ Mr. W oepgvry] a few days since; which will bring 
down the amount to Uwrteen and a balf millions, for, inthe first 
quarter are included $3,460,000 of duiies, which accrued-dar- 
ing last vear, but not paid till this; which sum; added'to the 
thirteen and a half milhons, makes the revenue as beforentated, 
only $16 900,000, instead of nineteen millions estimated by the 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

Tie bad received a letter from ane of the officers of the New 
York custom-Louse. whose business it is to be well informed 
on the subject, and from him heJearned some important facts 
which would be best explained by reading the letter itself, Here 
Mr. E. read the letter, thepurport of which was, tha’ the writer 
never had known trade to be at so low an chb—that commerce 
was prostrate, and apprehensions of the gloomiest character 
were-entertained az tothe falling off in the imports for this 
quarter; and that-all calculations of revenue from imports for 

his year must prove delusive, 


“shat, a. much. larger. reduction of .. revenue 
: toms than 


~ guty notes had become depressed. 


p 
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The imports for the corresponding quarter of last year. were 


+ trenty-two millions, tothe best of bis recollection: “deducting 


the falling off at tlie rate of ten per cent. ‘the reduction will be 
over two millions, [Mr. CALHOUN askeil what was the amount 
of free goods? Mr. Evans replied that. he. understood 3 was 


. $3,800,000.]. The imports in some cases had fallen off fifty per 


cent.—inotbers less; and it may be concluded that the import- 
ang merchants will not, during the ‘current and “succeeding 
quarters; do any thing like the same. amount of ` busi- 
ness .they have’ been. doing. for the first quarter, so- 
trom) cus- 
ten per cent. may be expected. - There 
Yay ‘be a counteracting cause, which he would mention. Jt is- 
‘well known that this stagnation of mercantile business is some- 
what uiiusual, and prevails, perhaps, more extensively in other 
countries than inthis, Indeed amid the universal suspension of 
commercial enterprise, he believed it was not saying top much 
to assert that this country iwas suffering comparatively less 
than any other with which it had commercial intercourse. The 
result of this would be’ that other countries, not being able to 
import as much as usual, a greater quantity of imports would 
-be thrown into this country than might otherwise be induced, 
and ‘to ‘that’ extent the falling off would be counteracted. He 
thought that on the whole the reduction of imports for this 
year might be fairly estimated at 10 per cent. He had no idea 
shat this deficit ought to be provided for by a new loan; on the 
contrary, he was decidedly. of opinion that all deficiencies of 
means to mert the wants of the Goverament-ought to be met by. 
-an adequate revenue, But if Congress will not lay on a 
sufficient tariffto provide adequate means, the deficit would un- 
doubtedly be increased by the falling off in imports, and what- 
ever deficit should arise must be met by loans if not by revé- 
nue, The Secretary of the Treasury, at the beginning of the 
year, estimated the deficit of the year at seven millions. Ifto 
that the two millions oe added for falling off in the imports, the | 
deficit will be nine millions. Congress, however, contemplated 
a reduction on the estimatesof two and a half millions, which 
would leave a deficit of six and a half millions. Now, if Con- 
gress will neglect to provide an adequate revenue for the Go- 
vernment, the gredter part of this deficit will haveto be met by 
a reissue of Treasury notes, so that the indebtedness of the Gu- 
vernment at the end of the year will be twenty-one millions. 
‘Oa the other hand, should adequate revenue: be provided, the 
whole ;debt will,be but seventeen millions. -[Mr. BUCHANAN 
asked if he understood the Senator from Maine to say that if 
Congress did not provide additional means, the debt at the end 
ofthe year would petwenty-one millions?) Mr. Evans replied 
that he did. He would recapitulate what he had said. In the 
first place the Secretary of the Treasury ‘estimated the deficit 
“atsevenanda quarter millions. Ade toitthe twe millions of 
deficit from daties caused by the falling off in imports, making 
. Nine and a quarter millions, from which take five millions pro- 
vided for by Treasury notes, leaving four and.a quarter miilions 
to be added to the indebtedness of the loan bill, that is the 
twelve million loan bill, and this five milion loan bill, making 
twenty-one and a quarter millions in the aggregate. The ex- 
‘pected saving from the curtailing of the estimates would be 
counteracted by the reduction on duties. 
Here Mr. Evans went into a general review of the condition 
ofthe Treasury and the circumstances under which the Trea- 
He estimated the wants of 
the Government for the current quarter at eleven and three- 
tenths millions,three of which would be required for the redemp- 
tion of Treasury notes, and the rest for ordinary expenditures. 
If, however, the general appropriation bills should be kept back 
by Congress, the demandson the Treasury would not beso great 
for these three months. That would be only a postponement, for 
the amount would have to be met inthe next quarter. If the 
appropriation bills are not delayed by Congress, the Treasury 
“will want eleven millions and three-tenths to meet its engage. 
ments. Its means for the quarter are $6,319,000, leaving a de- 
ticit of four millions and thiee-fourths. In this deficit are in- 
cluded Treasury notes to be met, amounting to three millions, 
so that the deficit of ordinary means to meet ordinary expenses 
for the quarter, is one million and three-quarters. But the 
Treasury notes carinot be laid out of the question, for they 
have to be redeémed, or theywill be forced bac upon the 
Treasury through thecustoms. It should be kept in mind that 
itis not merely ihe Treasury notes due within this year that 
must be provided for, but those not yer due, and thus forced 
piek, ` X 

Itis notonly indispensable that Congress shoul] authorize 

a loan sufficient to, meet the engagements of the Government, 
batthat itshould be done in such a manner ag to enable the 
Secretary of the Treasury to make the authority available. 
That, in the present condition of things, can be done in no 
other way but thatofallowing him to obtain the money on the 
beat termshie can under all” the circumstances. Here Mr. 
Evans entered into along argument to show the necessity of 
the case, and referred to the action of the Government in si- 
milar circumstances on former occasions. He referred to one 
instance in which eight per cent. finterest had been authorized 
by Congress to obtain a loan; and another in which Tiea- 
aury notes. were funded at seven per cent. interest; also to 
some instances in which Government stock had been autho- 
rized to be sold at whatever it would bring in the market, and 
it was sold at eighty to eighty-seven centsin the dollar. He 
inferred, however, from the plenty of money in the foreian 
markets at less than five per cent. and the reduction of dis- 
counts lately by the Bank of England, that the loan could be 
negotiated abroad at par, or very litle below par. He con- 
tended that the difficulty of obtaining money at six per cent. in 
this country now, for the Government, was no evidence of its 
wantof credit; it was only an evidence thatinoney is worth 
more than six per cent. here: and whatever it is werth to others 
of undoubted credi , itis worth to this Government. He then 
contended that the public creditor. would place no value upon 
the pledge of the land fund. he would took principally to the 
means of revenue and character for stability and integrity ct 
the Government. 

Mr. WRIGHT said he felt, ashe had ever dune, that an op- 
position to the bill now before them, required from him who 
should rise in his place in that body and offer such opposition, 
a free, frank, and candid statement of the reasons and grounds 
on which he bases that opposition. We (Mr. Wrrenr) felt as 
deeply. as any honorable Senator the propriety, nay, the aban. 
jute necessity there was for the adoption of some measure, wich 
the least possible delay on the part of Congress, to supply the 
Treasury and to place the financial affairs of the Government 
upon a sound and stable footing; yet the honorable chairma: 


1 olths Committee on Finance must pardon him ifhe asserted at 


- was perfecting their measures to give away one-eighth 


- amended Dill it would expire in one year. 


the outset, that he could not-feel upon this occasion, and. with 
all these great interests surrounding and piessing upon him, 
that the necessities óf the country, growing out ofa state of 
war, should be any precedent for their guidance upon this oc- 
casion. And again, though he appreciated the appeal which 
had been made to them by the honorable chairman of the Fi- 
nance Committee, as to the necessity for speedy action upon 
the bill, he must. be pardoned for saying, that while the honora- 
ple Senator was compelled to stand up.and make that appeal 
on behalf of the Treasury. telling them, while he did so, a Ab : 
g of the 
whole revenue of the country, his appeal, well as. that appeal 
had bean made in manner and in feeling. lost more than half 
its force by virtue of that declaration. They could not close 
their eyes to the condition in which party movements—and he 
would say nothing of the motives or purposes by which they 
were actuated—placed the agents of party, as was the case in 
this instance with the henorable Senator, the chairman # the 
Finance Committee, when, after having taken one entire 
source of their revenue and wrenched it out of the Na- 
tional Treasury, as had been represented by the f:onorable 
chairman bimself, he found himself compelied: to come fore 
ward and appeal to the Renate in the most moving terms to 
make good the deficiency thereby created in the Treasury. 
This was the only view that they could take of the master: and 
feeling thus, while they wero willing to accord to honorable 
Senators on the other side all due credit for sincetity of purpose * 
in the policy they had pursued, it would be exceedingly un- 
kind in them to cliarge us with intentional delay, with inten- 
tional embarrassments to the Treasury, with intentional with- 
holding of means, while we respectfully and confidently ask 
them, before you prostrate our proud credit in the dust, take 
back the means which we have, the means which are ours, 
and apply them to the necessities ef the nation, and then cail 
on our patriotism to supply you with whatever may be want- 
ing, He(Mr. Wricur) would find it necessary to compare 
very briefly the bill which is proposed to be amended, with the 
ametided bill, that the several features which were presented 
to that body for legistative action, might be clearly. understood, 
And first, a8 to the time limited for the redemption of the loan 
by the original bill. The time would expire in July next; by the 
Next, as to the 
amount authorized to be loaned. By the original bill 812,009,- 
000 was to be the amount; by the eighth section of the amend- 
eù bill, the loan was to be increased by five millions more— 
making $17,000,000 inall. There was in the arguments of the 
honorable Senator—and it was with much pleasure that he had 
observed it—a distant admisgion that it was possible the mea- 
sure which bad taken away from the Treasury so Jarge an 
amount, woull be at last counteracted, Ife hoped in his 
heart it would be so, and those who were now pressing for- 
ward the present bill, would be convinced of its necessity. But 
there was another view of the case which assumed an important 
aspect. The ninth section of the act, in effect, funds all the Trea- 
sury notes outstanding and unredeemed, as they shall become 
due from the fifth day of last month and; the honorable chair- 
man had told them precisely in accordance with intormation 
which he had from other sources, that the amount ef these 
notes would be very nearly $10,090,000, consisting of $9,000,000 
already out, and about $900,000 which were in process of being 
issued. Well then, if their paper could be fundedat six per 
cent. they were still asked to’go beyond this, andadd $5,000,000 
to the existing debt, in the shape of a loan, and to assume, in 
addition to this, the payment of the Treasury notes now out. 
Thie was the measure which was now pressed upon them, and 


- which they were entreated to pass thus speedily and without 


inquiry, because the Treasury is in need of the money—the 
land revenue, amounting to about one-eighth of the whole in- 
come of the country, having been taken away. 

In the origina} bill, the loan was to be made redeemable at the 
pleasure of the Secretary of the Treasury, or vather, af the 
pleasure of the Government, at the expiration of three years 
from the first of January last. By the amended biil, 24 section, 
loans hereafter to be made under the original act, and the 
fire millions under the amended act, were tobe redeemable at 
the pleasure of the Government. atter six months, orat any 
lime, to the extent of twenty years from the first of January, 
1813. making close upon twenty-one years. He merely tuteud- 


ed upon this pointto re gle remark of the honorable 
and he would c bad struck him withsome 
The honorable tor had referred them to docu- 


cks were the best; and yet he 
proposes that we shal] extend the authority for coitinaing them 


- fo twenty years’ dura‘ien, and send their stocks to the market 


for wha‘ever they would bring. 

He (Mr. Wrisur) would, by and-by, have occasion to re- 
fer to the arguments of the honorable Senator upon this 
topic, and to give some slight exposition of his own views upon 
that. point, but he would firstask the honorable how he could 
reconcile this discrepancy. The Senator had argued that short 
loans were preferable, and at the same moment he declares 
himself in favor‘ of ‘putting their stocks into the market, with- 
out limit as to the period of redemption, below. twenty years, 
and without limitas to price, so asto enable them to get the 
money. If such astate of affairs existed, as would make this 
position tenable, who would dregm, in sucha state, of the 
practicability of making a lo for twenty years’ can. 
tinnance? It was an every day matter, in that’ celebrated 
street in New York, where money transactions were 
carried on, to hear of men paying three per cent. or even a 
higher rate per month, for the use of money, and yet vo ene 
would believe that a merchant going to boriow would be desi. 
yous of contracting for a loan for twenty years at that raie, 
The arguments of the honorable Senator, if they proved any 
thing, proved, atleast, that they were acting very indiscreetly. 
for the honorable Senator had told them that it was not their 
wantof credit which rendered it necessary to place their stocka 
in the market for what they would bring, but owing to tha arate 
of the marketitse}f. if it had been from their want of credit 
that they could not procure the money, it would be a conton 
ofaffrirs which would assuredly deserve their most solemn 
consideration; but he would pass this for the present. ffe 
next foanda provision in the amended bill which changed the 
provisions of the original bill ina pariicularto which the heno. 
rable Senator had not alluded, and he was somewhat surprised 
that the Senator should not have remarked upon it: it was, that 
whereas heretofore it had been customary that a transfer of the 
stock should be made upon the books of the Treasury, the 
third section ofthe amended bill declared that the certificate 
should be so framed that a transfer may be effected by a bare 


delivery of the certificate. Now he (Mr. Wricur) would be 


H 


TI 
very glad to learn whether it were designed to constitute 
these certificates of stock acircufating medium. ‘There wasno 
limitas to theiramount; they might be issued for five dollars 
or for five hundred dollars; and, like bank notes, they were to 
be transferable on delivery. He would have occasion, by and 
by, to make a few remarks upon this point. In reference to 
the payment of interest, there Was no provision, whether quar- 
terly or annually, or at what rate. Aud then come the second 
section, upon which, in his judgment, the importance of the 
whole matter rested. By the original bill no stock should 
be sold ander par; but in the amended bill, they kad 
a provision declaring. merely that the Sceretary of the 
Tieasury shall cause the Joan to be obtained upon 
the. most reasonable terms. And here he’ desired again 
io refer to the observations of his honorable friend, 
the chairman ofthe Finance Committee. He suppeses the Fe- 
-cretary of the Treasury will have an opportunity of meeting, 
face to face, those persons who are disposed to become credis 
tors of the Government, and to discuss with them all the contin» 
gencies. The honorable Senator would perceive that the Se- 


- cretary is not permitted to sell a dollar cf the stock below par, 


except upon proposals to be advertised in the public newspa- 
pers. Now howis he to propose— | 

Mr. EVANS said he was sorry to interrupt the honorable Se- 
nator; but he desired to set him right upon this particular. Ie 
supposed the Secretary, i! he did not himself meet the persos 
from whom money was to be obtained, would do so by his 
agents. 

a to the applications in answer tu printed proposals, it was 
possible that the Secretary might not be satisfied with any of 
them; itthen becomes necessary to send his agents to nego+ 
tiate. 

Mr. BUCHIANAN here suggested that as the hour was late, 
and the subject an important one, il’would be better to adjonrn; 
and, after some conversational debate upon the propriety of 
adjourning, the motion was agreed to, and 

‘The Senate adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Turspay, Apiil 5, 1842. 

The journal of yesterday. was read and approved. 

Mr. LUPTLEFIELD, on leave given, presented certain joint 
resolutions, from the Legislature of the State of Maine on the 
subject of the public landes; which were laid on the table. 

ORDNANCE DEPARTMENT, &c. 

Mr, CALHOUN, on leave given, introduced the following re- 
solutions, which were adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War report to this House, 
as soon as practicable, the names of all agents, commissioners, 
or boards of ofiicsis who have been sent to Europe since the 
year 1625, on business connected with the Ordnance Depart. 
ment, or inany manner having reference to the model or cone 
struction of fire arms, or to the purchase of fire arms, ordnance, 
or munitions of war, with a detailed statement of all expenses 
incurred by such agents, commissioners, or boards of officers, 
and of all moneys paid to them, or any of them, by reason of 
such service; and of the amount paid for all fire arms, swords, 
ordnance, or munitions of war purchased, together with the 
authority by force of which such agenis, commissioners, or 
board of officers were appointed. i 

Resolved, Thai the Secretary of War report further to the 
House what numiuer. of cadets who have graduated at West 
Point Academy since the year 1512 have, afier graduating, con- 
tinued in the service of the Government, and what number have 
tes gned their cornmission 

DEFENCE OF GEORGIA, 

Mr. BLACK asked leave to offer the following resolution, 
which was read for information: 

Resalned, That a Speciat 


Committee be appointed by 


the Speaker to take into consideration the  insufti- 
ciency of proiection afforded to the people of the 
State. of and their property, by the United 


States troops stationed upon the line dividing said State from 
the Territory of Florida; also, te ke into consideration the out: 
ragessaid to have been committed by said troops on the persons 
and property of the people of the said Stare, and to report 
the same to this House. And said committee are instructed to 
inqvire into the expediency and propri of authorizing the 
Governor of the Staie of Georgia to employ such a militia force 
as will be sufficient to protect the peopie of Georgia resident 
near the Florida lire from Indian incursion. and to authorize 
said services to be paid for ont of any money in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated; and toTreport as early as practica- 
le by URL os otherwise. 

Mr. R. remarked that the absolute and pri 
the adoption of this resclution would be m 
Hiouse if he was permitted to ask for the x ing of the testi- 
mony which he held in his hand. Fhe stimony to which he 
referred, if permitied to be read, would astound this House and 
the couniry. It would show that the United States troops sta 
toned on the line dividing Georgia fom Florida, instead of pro- 
tecting the peopte of Georgia from the assaults of the savages 
who were lurking about the Okefenokee swamp, were them- 
selves plundering and marauding and murdering the very 
people whom they were sent to defend, This state of 
tnings were _insupportable; and although be knew and 

ted nothing of grave maiter of kis own knowledge 
zon his own a iy, he was free to say that the numerous 
signatures appended to the statement of facta he desired to sub» 
mit w conch d for the immediate in- 
terposition cf the strong < 
the property, tosay not 
ple be r: 


ing necessity of 
pparentio the 


erk would b : 
ARNARD said he contd not consent to the passage of 
oiu ‘pe mater was one Sins to the Execu 
ruvent ofthe Government, and not to His; not atleast, 
tinstance. , 

The SPBARER said the resolution could not be receiyed by 
uranimsus consent. 

Mr. WARREN was understood to remark thathe was ‘sure 
the gentleman from New York [Mr. Barnarp]} would with. 
craw his ge a he was informed (hat application had- 

een made to the War Department fe 2 i 
SENA EER p fer forces and for reform, 

Mr. ROOSEVELT asked that the latter part o solu. 
tion might be again read; which having fen aor the resolu 


he ( 


aati 
Se} 


i 


Mr. R..suggested that the resolution’seemed to tontempSate 


the employment of the militia ofa State to pnt down the army 


_ ofthe United States, aad to pay them, too, for that. friendly 


““gervice out of the Treasury of the United Siates. 


¢ [Laughter] 
Mr, BLACK, expressing himself surprised and mortified at 


«the objection made to the resolution, urgently asked the House 


to hear thé testimony which he had sent to the Clerk’s table 
yead—testimony, he. said, of an indubitable character. 


“St Ojeetions were made. 


Mr, BLACK moved that the rules of the Honse be sus pended 


«for the purpose of enabling him to offer the resolution; and on 
¿ that: motion he asked the yeas and nays. E 
<< Me. CHARLES J. INGERSOLL moved that the rales of 


the House be suspended for the purpose of receiving resolu- 
tions generally. 

Mr. JOSEPH R. INGERSOLL moved that the House re- 
olye itself iato Committee of the Whole on the state of the 

nion. . 

Mr. HABERSHAM addressed aremark to the Chair, 

Mc, BLACK accepted the motion of Mr. CHARLES J. INGER- 
sony to suspend the rules forthe purpose of receiving resolu- 
tions generally, as a modification of his own. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL asked the yeas and nays on that 
motion.” 

And on ordering the yeas and nays, the vote stood, ayes 23, 
noes 78. 

And there was no quorum voting. 

Mr. WELLER moveda call of the House, 

Mr. BOARDMAN asked the yeas and nays on that motien; 
which were refused. 

And the question being taken, the House determined that 
there should not be a call of the House. 

Mr. WELLER objected to any proceedings in the absence of 
aquorum. ss G 

The confusion was again great, and the Reporter almost lost 
the runofevery thing. | 

In a few moments he caught the annunciation of the 
SPEAKER that the Chair was satisfied that a quorum was 
present. $ 

And the question recarring on the motion of Mr. BLACK 
to suspend the rules, forthe purpose of receiving resolutions 
generally— i; 

Mr. BLACK said he would recur to his original motion that 
the rules of the House be suspended for the purpose of enabling 
‘him to offer the resolution which had been read. 

Mr. CHARLES J. INGERSOLL moved to amend the mo- 
tion, by making the suspension general for the reception of re- 
solutions. : . 

The SPEAKER said the motion to amend was not now in 
order, 

Some conversation followed, scarcely heard by the Re- 
porter, between Messrs. BARNARD, BLACK, and WARREN, 

Mr. BARNARD was understood to offer to withdraw his ob. 
jection,to make roam for a resolution of tie cobisague of the gen- 
fleman from Georgia, (Mr, Warren,] if the gentleman [Mr, 
Biacx] would withdraw his resolution. 

The SPEAKER inquired of Mr. Buack if he withdrew his 
motion. 

Mr. BLACK said certainly not. | 

Some conversation followed between Mr. WELLER and the 
SPEAKER xato the fact of a quorum being present. 

Mr, BLACK again asked the House to hear read the testimony 
on which his resolution was based. 

Objections were made. , 

‘And, at Jengh, the question was taken on the motion of Mr, 
B. to suspend the rules, and it was decided in the negative ; 
ayes 30, noes.88 

So the rules were not suspended.. 

Mr.J. R. INGERSOLL (Mr. Frutmors being indisposed) 
moved that the House resolve itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union: 3 

Aftera brief conversation, the motion was waive! for the 
nioment— > 

And, on motion of Mr. ©. B. WILLIAMS, the House took 
up the bit (No. 203) from the are authorizing the Postmas- 
ter General to consolidate certain post routes, 

Mr. CHAPMAN moved the previous question. 

And there was a second. . 

And the main question (on the passage of the bili) was order- 
ed, and, being taken, the dill was passed. 

The question recurring on the motion of Mr. J. R. Incersoun 
that the ffouse resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on 
“the state of the Union— 

Mr. BLACK moved tint the rules of the House be suspended 
for two hars, for the purpose of receiving resolutions, 

The SPEAKER said the motion was not at this moment in 
order; but wouid be soif the motion to go into Committee should 
be voted down. 7 

And the question was then taken on the motion of Mr. J. R. 

R andit was agreed to 
PSE n NERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

So the House resoived itself into Committee of the Whole on 
tha state of the Union (Mr. ‘fxompson of Indiana ia the Chair,) 
and resumed the consideration of the bu making appropria- 
tions for the civil and diplomatic expenses of Government for 

s year 1842 3 
nays pendiag question being on the motion of Mr. G. Davis 
to strike out the following item: 

No, 1295 For the compensation of workmen at the Branch 
Mint, at Dahlonega, Georgia, $2,880 ” ee 

Me. GILMER spoke generally in favor of abolish the 

Branch Miats, and, read a numba of s car tihles or state- 
ments in relation to tho amount of colnage at the Mint of 
Philadelphia and the three branches, &e o i 

Mr. HTABERSHAM added a few remarss to these submitted 
by him yesterday in oppositior 

Ihe course of his re ead i À 
ofaleiter from the superintendent of the Branch šin 
lonega, in Georgia: , 

P East October, a miner, near Auzaria, abont » 
the Branch mint, employsd five hands daring fiv 
ridge or vein mine, to reise ore, aud fa nin 5 
the greatest part of it, and obtained Add 09} 
which was deposited for coinage, and yteli 
This deposite was mide on the 9ih af No embpe a : 
to time, to the 15.5 December, he deposited $1,094 46, coming 
from the same mine.” 

Mc. H. sated that the gold veins abounded in every part of 
that region, and that there were no doubt many as rich, and 

probably some richer. 

Afera few remarks from Mr. M. A. COOPER, 


at Dalı- 


on his 


tmiles from — 


Mr. S. MASON desired, he said, to callthe attention of the 
Tiouse tothe fact that a biil had been reported to abolish the 
-branch mints. The salaries provided fer in the general appro- 
priation bill were already due, and the services had already 
been rendered in part Even supposing that the committee 
were disposed to abolish thé mints, he thought they would also 
be disposed to make appropriations for salaries already due 
and fur services dlready renilered. I: was impossible, there- 
fore, for the friends of the proposition to havea test vote on this 
motion. Policy, therefore, would dictate the propriety either 
of withdrawing the motion or proceeding at once te vole under 
& belief and perfect assurance (id his mind) that this would 
not and couldnot be atest vote. A bill, he repeated, bad been 
reported to abolish these branch miats. That bill would come 
up foraction. This discussion, therefore, was a mere loss of 
public time, The debate would have to be gene over again, and 
gentlemen would restate all that they hat said, and a good deal 
more. g 

After a few remarks from Mr. G. DAVIS, in vindication ofhis 
motion, and by Mr. SPRIGG, in opposition thereto, 

The question was taken, and the motion was rejected. 

So the item was not stricken out. 

The following item was stricken out, in pursuance of the or- 
der of the Mouse: ; 

“No. 134, For incidental and contingent expenses, including 
pe eriala; stationery, and wastage of the gold and silver, 

Mr. MORGAN moved to amend the bili by adding at the end 
of the division thereof, which relates tothe mint and branches, 
the following proviso: 

“Provided, That so much only of the several appropriations 
for the Branch Mints shall be expended as may be requisite in” 
case (he same should be abotished during the year.”’ d 

The amendment was rejected. Fd 

WISCONSIN TERRITORY. — 3 ¥ 

“Wo. 137. For the salary of the Governor of Wiecoutn Terri- 
tory; as Governor, one thousand five hundred dollars;$as S i 
intendent of Indian Affairs, one thousand dollars; being gn 
two thousand five hundred dollars ” ET 

Mr. MEDILL moved to strike out this appropriation. f Seve- 
ral motions had been made during the present session fO strike 
out salaries of officers that were authorized by law,:éither for 
the purpose of carrying the motions, or for the purpose of ex- 
posing the individua!s to the indignation of the country. If on 
the present occasion he should do no more than draw the public 
attention to this man’s character, and the offences of which he 
had been guilty, he should consider his motion not a useless 
one. Coming’as ke did from the Western country, and feeling 
a deep interest in its honor and welfare, he could not but lament, 
that an individual, such as James J Doty had proved himself 
to be, should have been appointed to the high office of Governor 
of a Western Territory. That a man whose acts had been cha- 
racterized in that ‘Verritory as highly criminal, should have 
been appointed fo office even by this Administration, was a 
matter of surprise. ‘That charges ofa most serious nature had 
been made against this individual by the highest authority, was 
a matter of public notoriety, andinsupport ofthis he would re- 
fer to the documents now in possesaion of the House. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL rase to ask whether the motion was 
in order. The offices held by this individual were provided for 
by law, and he submitted a motion whether to withhold the sa- 
lary was in order. 

Mr. MEDILL would ask the gentleman if he was in the 
ao when the motion was to strike out the salary of Jesse 

iler. 

The CHAIR said that the committee and. the House had a 
yightto strike ont any appropriations. they thoaght proper, 
whether provided for by law or not. The motion to strika out 
this section of the bill was therefore in order. 

My. MEDILL observed that it was well known thata motion 
was made to strike out the salary of the First Anditor, (Jesse 
Miller.) and what was the. reason given for it? Was it for ne- 
elect of duty at this time? No; it wasin consequence of a re: 
port made several years ego, in which it was charged that he 
had neglected some dnty that had been neglected for years by his 
predecessor. and which he liad attended to as soon as his atten. 
tion was called to it. These were all the charges that wero 
made against Mr. Miler, and on them was predicaied the motion 
to take from him his salary; whileone gentleman avewed that 
an application had been made to the Executive to remove him 
from office. Now suppose he (Mr, M.) were to exhibit to the 
committee the resolutions of the Legislative af the Territory of 
Wisconsin, not made for political effect, but by a committee of 
the Legislature, a majority of which was of the Whig party, 
charging that James J. Doty had conv d to his own use mo- 
ney that had been appropriated by Cons for the use of the 
Treasury, and which was uofortunate! placed in bis hands; 
suppose he were to exhibit to the committee evidence that he 
had refused to account for the money entrusted to him, and hid 
with itestablished a bank, which explovted after having cursed 
the country with its worthless issues; would nat the committee 
think a justifiable cause for withholding bis salary existed? 
These charges were nota matter of dispute; they were esta- 
biished by the records of the Territory, and contained in the 
volume he held in hishand. „Mr. M, would further state, that 
suits were instituted against Doty for the recovery of the money 
that he had thus embezzled. upon which be removed thejadge 
in whose courtthe suit was brought, and put one of his crea. 
turesin his place, in order that he might by this means prev 
a decision against him. This was not all. The mor 
ally to carry out his base designs, he removed the sher i 
same esurt,and apnointe. 7i əx in his iniquity 
to the siuation. Was it ta be engnr an whe had 
been guilty of such conduet should be 3 
of a young and growing T 
tee might understand the nature 
had been committed by this man 
Glerk’s table the report of the co 
Wisconsin, in which they were 

[The document was read by 
stated, it appeared that by~tw 
sum of $40,090 was a opriated (420 ich act) fer the 

purpose of public buildings for the seas ef Government of the 
Territory of Wiscors: that James J Doty was anpointed 
‘preasurer to disburse this money--that he received the whole 
of the anpropriation, and applied it to his own use, refusing to 
account for it.] 
Mr. M. went on. 


all . 


rk, and, amang th 
tacts of Cr 


assed revoking their appointments, and appointing others in 
their places, he refused to recognise the law; refused to appear 


_ ir. Mevice] bad selected s 


An individval nome} O'Necle, and one” 
named Bird, were the partners of Daty, and when a law was. | 


and they had been under: the necessity’ of takin 
mandamus, ùs he had:to'thas day réfused to’ ‘gl 
whatever. Mr: Mo said he did-notmean to charg 
.priety of conduct on the fer of the President for appding 
man to office, for hé bad no doubt but he jad. been grossl 
ceived in reference.to this man, as wel! a8-te many 
What further did Doty do when the stits were brought’ 
hin? He appointed his friend and tool; Mr. Morrison, Weasurer, 
and removed Mr. Reed; he removed the sheriff of the county in 
which the suit was brought, and appointed the former partner 
of his iniquity, Mr. Bird, in bis place. . These..suits. were: stil” 
pending, and should the ferritory get judgment against: him, 
who was to execute it and colleet the money? . Why,.the very.” 
sheriff who was the partner of his iniquity. ‘and his subservient 
tool. But suppose, conttary to all probability, he was todohis ~ 
duty, and collect the money who was he. to, deposite” it 
with? Why, this very -Mr. Morrison. Again, Bot vem 
ployed a Jawyer to defend him, and then trie next thing he did 
was to remove the prosecuting attorney, and appoint this very 
lawyer Attorney General in his place. “Thus it appeared. that 
this man was a public. defaulter; had the money: of the ‘Terri- 
tory in his hands; stood out egainst the laws, and set them'dt de- 
fiancé, by appointing -his.own_creatures Judge, Sheriff, and 
Treasurer, and his own lawyer Attorney General. If such bold 
faced and daring villany as this could be perp: trated with impu- 
nity, he asked what could be expected atthe hands of this young 
and growing people. Ifyou thus sancuon vice, fraud and infa- 
my, and hold them up as worthy of reward and distinction, can 
you expect thata spirit of honor and independence will be pre+ 
served in your Territories? . But these were not ajl.thé charges 
against this Governor Doty. “A law was passed by the Legisia- 
ture of the Territory, establishing.a.bank, which required the 
sanction of Congress; and this-8anction was given by an act of 
Congress, providing that the hank should not go inte operation 
until the sam of $100,000 in specie was paid in on account of 
subscriptions to its capital stoek,« Governor Doty. was ihe coms 
missioner to receive the subscriptions, and he gave certificates 
that the requisite amount, $100,000 in specie, was paid in; when. - 
in fact only $7,000 were paid in, He then procured assignments” 
of this $7,000 subscriptions to be made to him in his own name, 
by which means he had the whole. bank in his power, without 
even the possibility, as he flattercd himself, of a detection of his 
rascality, n x 
Mr, MORGAN asked if these 
to which the gentleman referred’ 
Mr. MEDILL said he would give the gentleman an autho- 
rity which he apprehended he would not question, and that 
was the authority of a Whig meeting. He held in bis hand the 
proceedings of a large and respectable Whig: meeting held in 
that young Territory, where they were yet uncontaminatedby 
the practices of older countries, -ju whieh these charges wera. 
made. Tor the informationof the gentleman from New York, 
he would read some extracts from them. Mr. M. then readthe 
-proceedings of a meeting purporting tu. be by 65 members of 
the Whig party, held at , in. Wisconsin; which concluded 
with a resolution to the following effect : mrs 
“That in view of these facts, supported by indubitable tes» 
timony, they, the Whigs of Wisconsin, felt justified and bound 
by their sense of duty to the Whigs of “the Union and to the ad- 
ministration of the Government which{they supported, to de- 
clare that James Duane Doty wasa public defaulter for a large 
sumof money, and under circumstances of most aggravated 
guilt and moral turpitude’? 3 A FaN i 
Mr. M. said he did not rely on these proceedings solely. The 
record evidence he bad read was what he rehed on in sup- 
port of the charges against Governor Dory: but he had regd the 
proceedings for the purpose of showing the feeling ofthe Whigs * 
of Wisconsin is relaticn to the man. Load 
{The Clerk here, at Mr, Ms request, read the proceedings of 
the mecting.] ` ` . i 
Mr, M. then said that he had the proceedings of. another 
Whig meeting held on thé 3d of November ‘last, for the coun- 
ties of Iowa and Grant. In these proceedings they went into 
testimony which referred to testimony now in this city;for it 
appeared that this was not the first time that this man’s con- 
duct had atiracted the pubiic notice. Mr. M. after some further 
remarks, read the resolutions appended to the proceedings of 
this meeting. IJe readthem, he said, to chow that though Doty 
had once been elected to this Tlouse as a delegate from that Ter- 
ritory, the judgment ofthe people was now against him, and that 
he did not possess their confidence. Though he considered that 
the motion he felt called on to make was an extraordinary way to 
reach this man, yet he believed that on extraordinary occasions 
like the present, such a procedure became necessary. Occa- 
sions might arise when ar ur thy individual night be ap- 
pointed to office through his own iotrigues, and those of his 
creatures, together with the instrumentality of those whom his 
appointment might sorcen from justice, and on such occasions 
it became the people’s representatives t0 interfere in the. only 
way intheir power. He aid not doubt but this man had been 
appointed by the President without a knowledge of bis charac- 
ter, through theinfluence of a man who had received services 
trom him of the basest sature, atier the reckless profligacy 
with which Doty had certified that $100,000 in specie had: been 
paid inte the bank, when only $7,000 had been paid in, was it 
surprising that he should certifty thay certain, lands in Wiscon- 
sin, worth only $3,0.0, were worth $160 000, in order to enable 
this individual to pay a debt of thatamoant tothe Bank ofthe 
United Sates; and was it surprising that this individual should 
reward the accommodating certitier with his influence to. pros 
cure him aa offic 7 i : 
‘Afier some further remarks from Mr. M. i 
Mr, MORGAN said this motion came from 2 very. extraor- 
dinary quarter; and he did not regret that it had come froin. the 
oy side of tie TEause. te) a 
ohen not rise to defend the Governor of Wisconsin. against 
all the charges brought agai ihin, He, Air M Danno oer. 
r :. The ge s 
sonal knowledge on the $ e at paws pap 1s eE 
proceedings of pretended meetings. . ether such 
eones had aetnally been beld or vet, he (Mr..M.) was not 
as no charges male were irae, and were susrep- 
able to say. Ifthe cha Nancie for the H 
$ x 5 aufficiert reason forthe Fouse to 
tible of proof, they affor! atii stronger reason. Gi 
sithhold the appropriation; anda still stronger reason (as a 
wath 4 ted) for the removal of the Guyernor 


acts were found in the report 
5 : 


fon oM adwerting more particularly, but very briefiy, to one or 


“the charges, Mr. M. repeated that he had not ticen for 
CO araa of defending the Governor; but merely for the 
purpose of stating that these charges hed been brought againat 


aMn Doty. wlien he was-belore the Senate for confirmation.: E: 


tts—-diligent and unremitted efforts—had been made by gen- 
*"glemen, inthe senate and out of it, to.sustain the Charges by 
- proof, ahd.toprevent the confirmation. After.a thorough in- 


Yestigation ofthose charges; after a strict examination of the 
“proofs farnished to the ‘Senate when the nomination was be- 
“fore that-body for confirmation; the Senate did not believe that 

< there were sufficient grounds for rejecting the nomination. They 


had had an opportunity of-investigation; this-House had not. - 
.. Notice was given of certain charges;: the House-had no evi- . 


<: dence of the truth. of them, except a ‘newspaper brought to the 
: House, and purporting to be the proceedings of a Whig‘ meet- 
ig... if súcha meeting had been held, 1t- would be at least 
prima facieevidence; but he: did not believe that it was the 
‘dutý of the House to withhold the ‘appropriation in this. bill. 
“" Intimation ‘had now been given to the President of the United 
“States that charges-had-been made which, if true, should sub 
“ject the Governor to removal. He, Mr.M. hoped the appro- 
‘priation would-be made, and that the President would investi: 
Bate the charges, and that, if a tithe of them was true, a remo: 
Val would take place without a moment’s delay. ~ : 
Mr. ADAMS said- he should be under the necessity of voung 
against this. motion. : For, admitting the facts stated by the gen- 
~: teman from Ohio (Mr. Mgni.}to.be true, of which he (Mr. 
+ Ay had no oiher knowledge than that which had been produced 
by-the gentleman, the vice or crime. of this man, if he was 
guilty, didnot atall affect his claim to the payment of his sa- 
dary so long as he continued in office. He assumed this as a 
settled principle. His claim for hissalary as long as. he re- 
“mained in office wasan honest debt-on the.Government.. His 
objection was, that the gentleman did not look to the proper re- 
medy, and in saying this in this particular case he applied it to 
“all similar cases. If the facta.stated in the papers the gentle- 
man had produced were true, there were two remedies consist- 
: ent with the Constitution of the United States; the one the im- 
_ peachment of thisofficer. It appeared to him very clear that 
if the factsstated were-true, this officer was impeachable and 
disqualified for serving the United States in any capacity what- 
ever. Thus far the censoria! power of this Congress existed. 
"If this course should be taken the offi¢er would have, notwith- 
‘ ptanding the recent: decision of this House, that which he be- 
< Jéved üue to every accused man-—the. opportunity of being 
heard'in his own defence. Ee oe 
->There was another remedy which he believed to be perfectly 
constitutional, although he was not aware of any case in which 
jt had been resoried to under. the Constitution of the United 
States; and that was, an address by the two Houses of Congress 
to the President 8f the United States demanding the removal of 
thisman., This was a ‘practice common in the country from 
which we principally derived our political institutions. “He be- 
lieved it to be a perfectly constitutional proceeding in this 
country. If this and the other House of Congress thought that 
wany public officer whatsoever, of those removable otherwise 
“than by impeachnfent, ought to be removed, he thought it a 
perfect! M proper proceeding—always to originate in this House 
~=to make an auidress to the President requesting that removal. 
And never would he give hig name to any such paper without 
` allowing the person accused a privilege of defending himself, 
That was his great objection now-to the proceeding of the gen- 
. theman from Ohio, proposing not only to make a man infamous 
without giving him an opportunity for his defence, but to de- 
privehimn-of the right of his property. If he were guilty of 
"all tha.crimes of the decalogue it would not be sufficient toin- 
duce him (My. 4.) to deprive him of his reputation and pro- 
perty wihout giving him an opportunity of being heard in his 
own defente. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL said, that though any opinion of the 
Gentleman from Massachusetts was entitled to respect, he was 
compelled to dissent from both of that gentleman’s propositions, 
audhethought'they were of the most dangerous character to the 
House.. Hero was a member of the Howse of Representa. 
tives, who, pn his representative responsibility, had given this 
House to understand that an individual for whom they were 
about to vote a sum of public money, wasan infamous ard de- 
graded man. The gentleman from Massachusetts had not 
touched the question of the power of this House, under any 
circumstances, to withhold a salary. He (Mr. 1.) held that it 
was an extreme power, a radical power, which approached 
very nearly to a revolutionary power; but still it was a power 
which he should be very sorry to see this House divest itself of. 

“He held that they could not and should not denude themselves 

.Inoxtreme cases of the power of saying—holding the public 
purse.as they did—that they would not untie ita strings to a person, 
although by Senatorial and Executive power entitled to receive 
payment from it, -A Representative here, in hisrepresentative 
character, had charged a man with offences which, if true, it 
séemed to him. most monstrousthat they should be voting him 
money, , 

If he owed the Government money, it was the usual course 
to deduct the amount from Government debtors. ‘Tnetances 
had been known of this having been done with respect to of- 
ficera of the army and the navy; and he'had known an of- 
ficer’s pay to be stopped, until the gallant man was driven to 
madness, and finally died, after having greatly distinguished 
himself in the public service. > 

But the gentleman from New York (Mr. Morean} and the 
gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. Apams] caled for proof. 
What further proof would they have? Was it not a well esta- 
blished principle of parliamentary law, that rumor, if endorsed 
by any one, was sufticient ground to act upon. Here was the 
xamor and the accuser; but, said the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, ‘in.peach him.” For what? Had he been guilty of 
any high crimes and misdemeanors aa Governor? Unless he 
had, his impeachment was a farce. If he(Mr. INGERSOLL) un- 
derstood the charges, they were for the most part improprieties 
of conduct before he became Governor; and surely for those 

charges they could not impeach him. And if he had changea 
an attorney general anda sheriff since he became Governor, he 
(Mr, INGERSOLL) was not sure that they were such high crimes 
an ] misdemeanors as would fall within the class of impeacha- 
bie offences; they had tried ia his State a judge who had been 
guilty of the most flagrant offences, but he was acquitted, 
though guilty beyond a doubt, because he was not guilty of 
“high crimes and misdemeaners.” Was the gentleman from 
Massachusetts prepared tesay that an officer of a Territory was 
impeachable at all? 
Mr. ADAMS (with great acrimony) said he did notdeem an 
apswer requisite to any thing the gentleman had yet said. 
„Mr, INGERSOLL continued. He would pass the observa- 
tion of the gentleman from Massachusetts by without any no. 
‘tice, for he intended totreat both that gentleman and his argu- 


jentewith great respect: - Was the gentleman from. Massachu- 
Sots pre d to aay that an officer of a- Territory. was -im- 
peachable at all? He should very-much doubt.it, But if he 


_ was, were they to be told, at this time of day, that for every-im- 


Ý iet, misdeed of än officer, he was to be impeached? 
Wan thee an instance of aman having been convicted who 
had been tried under animpeachment?. He should be glad to 
be informed ifthere was. ‘There had been removals, and, he 


believed, compromises by the interposition of -friends, and the 


officers had been got rid of by hook or by crook, but in fifty 
years, from what they knew of this doctrine of impeachment, 
there had been no.conviction.. . ` : . 
In the next place, the gentleman from Massachusetts said 
there was another, andhe (Mr. INGERSOLL) confessed -itappear- 


„ed to him a stiil more objectionable course; thatis to say, 


that the two Houses by joint resoluion should carry the 
case up to the Executive, and. when he said “up,” he meant to 
emphasize the word—co carry up tothe Executive,in the manner 
in which these things were done in England or elsewhere, a re- 
monstaace, or memorial, call it what they pleased, requiring or 
requesting him to. remove the officer. And suppose he should 
say,‘‘Gentlemen, I have considered this matter,and I cannot, nor 
will not remove him,” what was the remedy? Was it possible 
that they, the representatives of the people of the United States, 
were to be placed in thispredicament; The course pursued 
in England, the gentleman must permit him to say, was not ana- 
Jogousatall. In England an omnipotent Parliament went up 
tothe monarch, and made asimple intimation: a conversation 
took place; the facts were ascertained, and the case was disposed 
of. But granting it to be dene in England; was itto be done 
here? Were they to attempt to exercise authority which would 
ensure their being laughed at? Were they to put themselves 
ina predicament in which the President might tell them that he 
did not chose to act upon their petition? 

This remedy would be still worse than the other; and however 
contumeliously the gentleman from Massachusetts might be 
disposed to treat his argument, the gentleman’s own sense of re- 
presentative dignity would induce him to pause before he went 
to the Executive with a recommendation which might be re- 
jected if the President pleased. The gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts had said that the individual implicated would not be 
heard. Was the individual heard in similar proceedings in 
England? There was no hearing there. 

But this movion, if adopted now, would have to be reviewed 
when they got the bill back into the House, and time, therefore, 
would be afforded to the person to make his defence. He (Mr. 
INGERSOLL) had not formed his opinion, but as at present ad- 
vised. he was very much inclined, when any member of Con- 
gress made such charges asthe gentleman from Ohio had made 
on his representative responsibility, and no member rose to say 
a word in vindication or extenuation—though it might be a 
choice of difficulties to condemn aman unbeard—he should 
pause before he felt himself authorized to refuse his support to 
such a mo ion. 

Mr. EVERETT said they were called on in a question of ap- 
propriation to examine intograve charges on the gentleman 
for whom the appropriation was to be made; and the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania (Mr Incersoxy] had said he was very much 
inclined to heed the accusation, because it came from a member 
on hisown representative responsibility. The charge was not 
made on the gentleman’s own responsibility, but on certain ru- 
mors derived from the newspapers. 


Mr. MEDILL explained. The gentleman from New York 
(Mr. Morcan}had done him injustice when he said that he (Mr. 
MEDILL) had read from newspapers these charges. He has re- 
lied on the report and resolutions ia the Legislature of Wiscon- 
sin, which wasa matter of public record, and bad only referred 
to a handbill containing the proceedings ofa Whig meeting; one 
of the resolutions adopted by which was, that they would send 
an account of their proceedings to every member of Congress, 
He had read from no newspapers, 


Mr. EVERETT did not think there was much more authori- 
ty in a handbill than in a newspaper. He said that these chatges 
derived no additional weight from the circumstance of a mem- 
ber presenting them to this Honse, because the gentleman had 
not made them on his own knowledge. The gentleman from 
Pennsylvania had said “rumor” was sufficient ground to act 
on.. Rumor was sufficient ground to proceed in inquiry, but 
not for the definite action of this House. This wasa transaction 
of anold date; it had been the subject of examination. He 
had understood from “rumor” that the nomination of the gen- 
Ueman, when before the Senate, was very severely attacked 
and every thing that could be brought against it was brought 
up. His{conclusion was that there was no foundation for this 
rumor, 


He was not here to defend Mr. Doty. He knew nothing 
of the factsof thecase, but spoke of it merely as presented 
to him asa member of this House. The motion-was to strike 
out an appropriation for a salary authorized by law. ‘The 
gentleman had said they had the power to refuse jt. True, 
they had the physical power to do it; but would it not be vio- 


| tating their moral obligations?-. Was notevery member of this 


House bound by the law of the land as muchas any citizen? and 
was not the Jaw of the land authorizing this silary binding on 
them? Here they Were asked.to do monstrous injustice to an 
individual on a member’s ris'Mg and making heavy charges 
against him without any proof to sustain the charges. He was 
not now prepared to go with the gentleman from Massachusetts 
in saying that it was competent for this House to make an ad- 
dress to the President of this kind. Jt had never been practised, 
and he should hesitate at this dey in commencing it. This ad- 
dress in later years, in England, had beenof a want of confi- 
dence inthe official character of the officer, but not for an im- 
peachment ofhis moral character; and that was the very reason 
why it was not necessary that he shouldbe heard in his defence 
as it becamea matter of general politics. Ifthere was any case 
which would authorize it, this would be the case, and he should 
hesitate long befoie he would adopt this, Whenever they made 
ita charge of personal delinquency, without any evidence or 
opportunity for the individual to be heard, ke thought it was do. 
ing monstrous injustice to aet onii. A 

The question was then taken on the motion of Mr, MeDILE 
and gecidod in the negative—Ayes 30, noes not counted, i 

tem No, 140, for contingent expenses of the .(Wisconsi 

Tessitory, $350— Pee Cee 

The CHAIRMAN decided shouldbe stricken out, under the 
general order to strike out all contingencies. 

Mr. INGERSOI L referred to the provision of the Jaw for the 
appropriation of $350 annually for the contingent expenses of 
this Territory, and contended that this, in relation to this House, 


` chairman would resume his seat, a moti 


-}} resume his seat in committee 


wasa specifie appropriation, ‘although in its’ final expenditure 
jt was a contingent one,and therefore should be retained. 

The CHAIRMAN reviewed his decision, and pronounced the 
item in order. _ F P 

Mr. MOORE of Louisiana’ moved to strike out the word 
“contingent.” á 

Altera brief conversation en this subject by Messrs. J. R. 
INGERSOLL, PROFFIT and MOOR E~- 

The amendment of Mr. Moors was rejeeted, _ g 

The Cierk having arave] in the reading of the bill to the items 
ofappropriation for lowa Territory— Ta ; 

h the suggestion of Mr. LEVY, who stated that the Delegate 
from-lowa [Mr. Dopcg] was detained frum the House by 
indisposition—by general consent, these items were passed in- 
formally. : z 

Trem No. 151 having been read; as follows: ` 

For compensation and mileage oithe members of the Legis- 
lative Council, (of Florida,) pay of : officers, stationery, fuel, 
printing, rent, furniture, and all other incidental and contingent 
objects, $27,125— . i 

Mr. LEVY movedan amendment to strike out $27,125, and 
insert 34,140. . Wisk 

Mr. L. said his motion waa to reinstate the appropriation 
asked for by the Executive Department. . He had not been able 
to learn on what ground the appropriation had been reduced 
below the estimate by the Committee of Ways and Means, exe 
cept that the amount proposed was what was appropriated last 
year. He briefly urged that the wholeamount proposed by his 
amendment was necessary. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL explained that the amount fixed by 
law for this object was not definite; and that the Committee of 
Ways and Means had inserted the sarnesum as was appropri- 
ated last year, knowing of no reason for its increase, 

Mr. LEVY asked whether the amount was precisely stated in 
the law or not? Heclaimed that it was the duty of this com» 
mittee to make adequate provision for the Gevernment of the 
Territory. Bat : g 

Mr. L. said that the appropriation ofthe last year, not being 
sufficient, there were arrearges, to the amounthe proposed to 
add, now to be provided for—and- among others, instanced the 
Speaker and members of the Legislature, who had. nót been 
able to get their pay in consequence of the money that was ap- 
propriated falling short. ; 

After some remarks fromiMr. STANLY, the amendment was 
rejected, 

Mr. PROFFIT moved to amend theitem by adding $5,000, 
and briefly advocated the motion. He stated ʻas a fact, that.a 
member from North Carolina, now_in the House, had in: his 
possession the certificates of the members ofthe Council of Flo- 
tida, for the pay due them, to the amount of $2,000, and justice 
to them required thatitshould be provided for. 

Mr. ARRINGTON said, in corroboration of the declaration 
of the gentleman from Indiana, (Mr. Prorrrr ] he would state 
for the information of the House, that he had in his possession 
claims, due to the members of the Legislative Council. of Flo. 
rida, and to one of the enrolling and engrossing clerks, for, their 
services at the session ending 4th of March, 1841, amounting to 
upwards of $2,000; and that he had presented ‘their claims at 
the Treasury Department for payment, and had receivedin an- 
swer which he would send to the Clerk’s table to be read forthe 
information of the House. ‘Che reading having been completed, 
Mr. A. in continuation, observed that it would be perceived by 
the House that the justness of these claims had been acknow- 
ledged at the proper Department, and the only reason stated 
why they could notthen be paid, was that the appropriation 
made at a former session was insufficient. Should thisappropri- 
ation be now rejected, the individuals to whom these claime are 
now dne will have to go before the Committee of Claims, and a 
special act will have tobe passed for their benefit before they 
can be paid. This was a system of economy and retrenchment 
to which he could not subscribe. He therefore hoped that the 
appropriation would be increased $1,650, ifno more, to pay for 
og already due to members of the Legislative Council of 

orida. 

Mr. STANLY inquired if this amount due could not be taken 
out of the proposed appropriation? 

Mr. J. R, INGERSOLL said the amount of the appropriation 
had been made up. by the Committee of Ways and Means from 
various items, exclusive of these arrearages, which, however 
just to be appropriated for by Congress, the committee had 
thought came more properly now in the shape of a claim on 
Congress, or a particular application to Cangress. 

Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS said he was satisfied that this appro- 
priation ought to be increased, and hoped the gentleman from 
Indiana [Mr. Prorrir] would increase the amount in bis amend- 


_ ment to $7,015. 


Mr. PROFFIT assented to this, and accordingly modified his 
amendment so as to add $7,015 in the amount of the item. 
The question was taken on the amendment as modified, and 
the vote sivod—ay es 47, noes 67, no quorum. : 
The committee rese, and reported that fact to the House. 
Mr. TRIPLETT moved that the House adjourn. 
Mr. BLACK asked leave to offer the resolution he had this 
morning attempted to bring to the consideration of the House, 
To which objection being made— 
Mr. BLACK said, if in order, he would move to suspend the 
rules for this purpose. 
The SPEAKER said that, in the absence of a qu 
moion could not received. ` Ar aa euena 
he question being on the motion of Mr. 'TRIPLETT, a 
yeas and nays having been asked and ordered thereon— ed 
y F nary the motion. 
r. WELLER moved that there be a call of the House: whi 
motion was rejected. . i uee wich 
After some conversation, the SPEAKER told the H. 
124 members were present, eae 
So there wasa quorum. 
i Mr: BLACK again urged upon the House to receive his rego. 
ution, 
The SPEAKER said thata quorum being now Present, the 
: on for a call of th 
House and a motion to adjourn beingzthe onl. i Y 
could now ke entertained, pie gree motons that 
A motion was mace that the House do n j 
pee the Reporter could not see.) ow adjourn, chy 
he yeas and nays were asked and ordered: i 
were—yeas 46, nays 84. d; and, being taken, 
So the House refused to adjourn. 
And a quorum appedred to be present. 


The SPEAKER said the chairman [Mr THompson} would 


_ Mr. TALIAFERRO suggested that the committee would find 
itself without a quorum. oe ; 


The SPEAKER said a quorum had voted on the motion,to 


adjourn . 

r. TALIAFERRO sait yes, a quorm had voted, but he 
doubted whether a quorum was present. He objected to going 
into committee without a quoram. 

_ Mr. ARNOLD, remarking that there was force in the sugges- 
tion-of the gentleman from Virginia [Mr, TALIArERRO] asked 
the Speaker totel? the House. : 

Mr. ANDREWs of Kentucky said that. more than twenty 
gentlemen had voted against adjournment, and had then put on 
their hats and walked off. : 

The SPEAKER, after counting the House, announced that 
112 members only were present. ` 

So there wasno quorum. 

Mr, ARNOLD moved a call of the House. i 

Mr. TURNEY moved that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. 81 EENROD asked the yeasand nays on that motion; 
which'were ordered, and being taker, were—yeas 48, nays 71. 

So the House refused to adjourn. ; 

It was now 4 o'clock, wanting five minutes, 

Mr. ARNOLD moved a call of the House; on which motion 
the vote stood—ayes 53, noes 57. 

So the call was not ordered, still no quorum voting. 

And then the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
i WEDNESDAY, April 6, 1842, 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Senate a commu- 
nication from the War Department. covering the proceedings of 
the court of inquiry on the charges against Lieutenant Colonel 
De Russy, contractor for furnishing stone at the Rip Raps, re- 
ported ‘to the Senate in compliance with the resolution adopted 
onthe tst instant, ~ 

Mr, BUCHANAN presented four memorials from the county 
of Northampton, one from Philadelphia county, one from 
Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania, and one from citizens of Penn- 
sylvania generally, in favor of protection to the iron manufac- 
tures by restoring the tariff of duties of 1839 on imported iron, 
and also.in favor of protection to the coal interest; which were 
referred to the Committee on Manufactures, 

Also, presented memorials from the counties of Erie, Leba- 
non, Berks, Susquehannah, and Lancaster, Pennsylvania, at- 
tributing all the difficulties and embarrassments under which 
the country is now laboring, to the compromise act, The me- 
morialists ask that that law might be repealed, and that a pro- 
per adjustment of the tariff might now take place, and that such 
a tariff of duties be laid as will afford protection to American 
labor: referred to the Committee on Manufactures, 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presenteda memorial from Huntingdon 
county, inthe State of Pennsylvania, in favor of a protective ta- 
riff: referred to the Committee on Manufactures. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented a memorial from citizens of 
Albion, Orleans county, N. Y. asking that the franking privi- 
lege may be restricted greatly or entirely abolished; that the 
Government pay postage on all official matter sent through the 


mail; that newspaper publishers be restricted in free postage ` 


On papers; and that pesage on newspapers be graduated ac- 
cording:to the size ofthe paper: referred to the Committee on 
Retxenchment. . ; 

Aiso, presented a memorial from certain owners and masters 
of vesselsand steamboats, and from pilots and others interested 
in the navigation of the Hudson river, praying the erection. of a 
light-house at the point called Tappan Zee, as of vast impor. 
tance to the commerce on that river: referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented a memorial from the city of 
New York, signed by. importers and dealers in foreign goods, 
representing that nothing will have the effect to regulate the 
business concerns of the country and restore the country to 
prosperity except a discriminating tariffon imports sufficient 
toaupportthe Government and to protect the labor of the 
country. 

Mr. TALLMADGE said he was happy, on this occasion, in 
being made the organ for the presentation of a memorial of this 
character, which formed a new era inthe history of commerce. 
Attended ‘to show thata revolution was going on fa the public 
mind upon the subject of the tariffand protection, ‘The me- 
morial proceeded from a class of persons who had been hereto- 
forein favor of what is commonly calicd free trade, (but 


which was, in fact, a trade without ‘reciprocity 
on the part of other nations,) who now asked 
protection to the domestic industry of this coun- 


try. This memorial was signed by importers and mer- 
chants, without respect to party politics. Mr. T. coincided with 
the memotialists, that no system could be adopted, whether a 
Bank of the United States or Board of Exchequer, that could 
furnish a uniform currency and regulate the exchanges, ex- 
cept such a tariff on imports was established as would, 
whilst 1¢ ‘furnished ` adequate revenue for an eco- 
nomical administration of the Government, afford pro- 
tection to the industry of the country. That was, 
he believed the first towards reguating the currency 
and exchanges ofthe country, In saying protection td the in- 
dustry ofthe country, he did not mean the manufacturers of 
the country, but the labor of the country generally. He sin- 
cerely believed that the adoption by Congress of the Exchequer 
plan, with a proper tariff, wonld afford all the relief the coun- 

desired. Tne memorial wasreferred to the Comiitteeon 

anufactures. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented resolutions adopted by the 
Legislature of Kentucky, proposing certain amendments to the 
Constitution of the United States. He believed the amend- 
ments proposed by these resolutions were embraced in the 
resolutions of his honorable predecessor {Mr.Clay.] he reso- 
lution proposes that the President shall not be eligible for twa 
consecutive terms; and if there bea vacancy in that office, whoa- 
ever succeeds to the vacancy shall be ineligible for a succeed. 
ing term; to restrain the appointment of members of Congress 
to office; to confine the power of the Presidentover remoy- 
als from Office, to the heads of the Executive Departments ; 
to modify the veto power. 

Also from the same source, resolutions calling the attention 
of Congress to the subject of improving the navigation of the 
great riversof the West, which have been suspended for seve- 
ral years. Ordered to lie on the table andbe printed. 

Mr: BUCHANAN remarked that he was absent last week 
when the honorable Senator from Kentucky {Mr. Cray] left the 
Senate, He regretted that the final question had not been taken 


on his résolution in regard to the veto, before he took his depart. 


ure. ‘He hoped his successor [Mv.. CRITTENDEN] would, at an” 


early day; feel himself bound to ¢all that resolution up and have 
it disposed of. a tes x 

Mr. WILLIAMS presented joint resolutions adopted by the 
Legislature of Maine relative to the defences of the sea-coast; 
and urging upon Congress the importance of immediate appro- 
priations tothatobject. ~ 
_ Also, presented joint resolutions from the-same source in fa- 
vor of a strict construction of the Constitution of the United 
States, and condemning the distribution policy as a dangerous 
assumption ‘of power on the. part of Congress, and requesting 
the representatives and instructing the Senators from that State 
10 oe for the repéat of the distribution act of the extra ses- 
sion. - s 

Mr: WILLIAMS said it would be recollected that on a forther 
occasion it had become his duty to present to the Senate cer- 
tain resolutions passed by the Legislature of the State of Maine 
in February, 1841, expressing the opinion of that Legislature 
upon several topics of interest to the country, and, among others, 
the subject of the distribution of the proceeds of the sales of 
the public lands. He desired to call the attention of the Se- 
nate to the facts which had occurred since the passage of the 
resolutions. In September, 1841, eight months afte the pro- 
mulgation of the resolution, the people of the State, in general 
assembly, expressed their opinions upon the subjects involved 
in the resolutions, and had sustained the decision of the Legis- 
lature; and he would add, with reference to the unanimity 
which prevailed at that general assembly, that at the election 
which took place of Governor for that State, the majority in 
favor of the Democratic candidate was about ten thousand. 
The resolution, then, in reference to the subject of distribution 
having received the concurrence of his constituents, he desire 
now to bring it under the notice of the Senate, 

he resolutions were ordered to lie on the table, ¿nl be 
printed. _ 

Mr. MANGUM presented a memorial from the county of 

* Buncombe, North Carolina, against the transportation of the 

mail outhe Sabbath. The memorialists believe that the inte- 
rests of the country, and the necessities of commerce, do not re- 
quire it, and that, therefore, the practice ought not to be vanc» 
tioned: referred to the Committee.on the Post Office and Post 


Roads" ; 

THE PUBLIC PRINTING. 

On motion of Mr. MANGUM, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Printing be instructed to 
inquire into the practicability and expediency of procuring the 
printing and engraving for the two Houses of Congress and the 
several Executive Departments, to he done with greater econo- 
my and equal neatness, accuracy, and despatch, 

‘Mr. M. remarked that the committee was prepared to report a 
plan, and simply wished the adoption of this resolution, toau» 
thorize a report of it to the Senate. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial of the Pennsylvania 
Society for promoting the abolition ofslavery, the relief of free 
negroes unwillingly held in bondage, and for improving the Af- 
rican race, against the annexation of Texas, ov any o'her foreign 
country tothe United Stares. Mr. B. said this society was esta- 
blished by Franklin, and was not one of the modern Abolition 
societies, He moved that the memorial be laid on the table, 
and be printed. . : 

Mr, KING raised the question of reception. i 

Mr. BUCHANAN said if the memorial came in conflict with 
any rule of the Senate, he would be the Jast man to wish to in- 
fringe such rule by any course of action. 

The memorial was read, and, having no relation to the 
question of Abolition, was ordered to lie on the table and be 
printed. $ 

Mr. B. presenteda memorial from the county of Northamp- 
ton, Pennsylvania, in favor of protection to the coal and iron 
jaterests: referred to the Committee on Manufaetures. 

Mr. KING presented the petition of Henry Goldsmith, ask- 
ing to be reimbursed certain moneys advanced by him tothe 
Alabama volunteers, for the use of the United States: referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a memorial of certain importers of 
bristles and manufacturers of brushes, asking protection by the 
iff : referred to the Committee on Manufactures. 

Z” Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on Patents, reported 
a bill in addition to an act to promote the progress of the use- 
ful arts: which was read and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. GRAHAM, from the Committee on Pensions, reported 
back, without amendment, and with a recommendation that it 
do pass, the bill for the relief of Sarah Moore. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, it was 

Resolved, That the Commitice on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to Inquire into the expediency of amending 
the act entitled “An act to change the organization of the Post 
Office Department, and to prov te more effectually for the sete 
tlement of the accounts thereof.” 

Mr. MERRICK presented a memorial from sundry dealers 
in, and importers of, jewellery, in the city of Baltimore, praying 
that the rate of duty on such articles may be reduced to two per 
cent. The memorialisis represent that the duty on jewellery is 
so high now, that it throws all the business into the hands of 
smugglers, and takes it out of the hands of the regular import- 
ers, and thereby cuts olf the revenuesof the Government, They 
pelieve thatifthe duty be reduced, it will prevent smuggling, 
and will increase the revenue from this source: referred to the 
Committce on Manufactures. 

Numerous private bills from the House were taken from the 
table, and referred to appropriate committees. . 

On motion of Mr. LINN, the Senate took up the joint resolu- 
tion to authorize the equitable setilement of the accounts of 
George Whitman; aud the amendment of the House thereto was 
concurred in, and the resolution wafpassed, 

On motion of Mr. CRITTENDEN, the Senate took up, as in 
committee of the whole, the bill to confirm certain entries of 
land in the State of Louisiana, and to authorize the issuing of 
patents for the same; which was, afier a few remarks from Mr. 


SMITH of Indiana, explanatory of ita provisions, called for by 
Mr. KING, reported to the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed 


fora third reading. 
LOAN BILL, 


x r 

On motion of Mr, EVANS, the Senate took up, ak in cofam it- 
tee of the whole, the bill from the House Eee of the 
loan of 1841, and for an addition of five millions of d lafs there- 
to, and for allowing interest on Treasury notes. | VE 

Mr. WRIGHT hoped, before proceeding with th obser va- 
tions which he was ahout to offer upon the bill now Pefore the 
Senate, he would be permitted to remark that the circumstances 


“idly he was issuing those notes, and 


under which the Senate adjourned yestende: 
peculiar, and hë had. noticed that sonie- degree: of fes had 
been ‘excited, in consequénce of an inference shaving, heen: 
wrongly drawn, that it was ‘from pare considerdti at 
an adjournment had been proposed.. He -begged:to' siyas 
said-before, that it would have been :more-agreéabile to hit $ 
to have proceeded with what he intendéd.to say; but th 
had yielded to the motion for adjournment, in:order to ačcò 
modate those who; taking a peculiar interestin the questi 
were: desirous of approaching its discussion with footings re 
lieved from the fatigue which the lateness.of the hour and th 
previous business of the day had imposed upon them.: He wae: 
aware how disagreeable a thing it wag to listen toa dull and: =; 
tiresome speech, when oppressed: with’a feeling of exhaustion. 
and fatigue. For this reason, he.could not certainly: feel that: 
any discourtesy towards himself had been:manifested by thore’: 
who voted for the adjournment. eae ae ee 
At the time when the interruption occurred, he-was-remari-.: 
ing upon the-fourth section of the amended ‘bill; and it would. - 
not be necessary for him to recapitulate now what he had-al-. ~ 
ready said, ashe would probably have occasion hereafter to,res:_! 
fer to this part of the subject. The question he was then. cor 
sidering was a9 to the influence which ‘this section of the act- 
would have upon the mode of obtaining proposals for loans..; 
This section, he contended, must measure and govern the terms. : 
for proposals, in all cases and under alj circumstances; and, the. 
honorable chairman of the finance committeeseeming to. entér« 
tain views somewhatsimilar to his‘own, he would: say no:-more. > 
upon this point, but merely read the. section:he ‘had referred tos- 
This proviso simply declares,. inthe fewest possible words, 
that no stock shall be sold below.par, whilethis section’ of the »: 
amended act declares that the Secretary. shall. sell. the stock»: 
hereafter to be issued at thé highest possible price that: can be’: 
obtained for it, after having advertised: for a reasonablestime.' . 
Now he had supposed that no such negotiations as the honorable: ° 
chairman of the Committee seemed to anticipate, either. :per- 
sonal, or by agents, could be entered ‘into for the sale of the; 
stock below par. The terme of the: ‘advertisement. Fe : 
had supposed must measure, in every respect the: terns. ` 
of the propositions made by lenders; and that’ the 
proposals must be made in pursuance of ‘such adver: 
tisement, and in strict conformity to it. How ‘could-.thea: © 
stock he sentabroad for sale unless the agent for its “sale. he: 
guided by some spccific valuation of that stock?» Buthe would © 
dismiss this subject, and refer for a moment to the third section: - 
of the original act, which authorizes the Secretary of the Treas ° 
gury to receive written proposals for the purchase of stock, or to 
employ an agent to dispose of the same, and to receive a com 


commingled with money; but he would venture to-tell the hno 
rable Senator that if he would convefse'with a Rothachild or-a: + 
Baring, financiers not of a nation, but of the world, they might: ¢ 
be called, he would find that they would quite as soon receive 
a visible and tangible evidence for a money obligation as honor- 
or faith, coming from whatever source, or however solemnly. 
pledged. Ifthe history of the transactions of those digtinguishe 
ed houses had come down to us truly, they had learned long 
sifice that money would procure honor, and they had been more : 
fortunate than many men, if they had not also learned that’ 
honor and faith do notalways pay debts. Me could not himeelf 
fee} that the Government would be dishonored, if in connec- 
tion with its plighted faith, it presented to the world 
when asking pecuniary credit—a specific fund to meet the pay- 
ment of the obligation. He was unable, he confessed, to feel 
that sengitiveness which had been manifested by the honorable 
chairman and others, in regard to the impugning of our own 
credit by offering such pledge. Tt would be enough for hisar- ' 
guinent to eay it is offered in the amended bill in cases of future 
loans. 

Bat the honorable Senator says, with all that astuteness for 
which he is distinguished, Shall foreigners ask you what, will’ 
you mortgage? Well, after all, is there any security, in point i 
of fact, given? Notatall. 'ihey put nothing in the reach of. 
the ereditor but their faith and honor, after all. 

Suppose they were to violate the provisions of the act, and ex: . 
pend the revenue arising from customs for some other purpose 
dnd notyedeem this stock; would the lenderhave it in his power . 
to seize upon those revenues, and make them applicable to the ~ 
payment of his claim? Not at all. And suppose they had 
pledged their public lands for the redemption of their bonds, 
would the holder of the bonds be able to foreclose any: mortgage, - 
upon those lands, and obtain repayment? No, sit; these pledges 
added nothing to the security ofthe lender, but they sone ae 
confirmations of the intentions of the Government, wh. A few. 
ad, and few, he believed, ever. would, vigs 
late. It was putting it in the power of the Executive officer to 


i igati f; inting owt the mode bY which it 
fulfil their obligations, and pointing ee pee and éx: 


tary ofthe Treasury shali report upon t! 
the] roposals, distinguishing those accep! 


He had but a sing. e ow isto c. 
i sit went; but ithe course of the emission o 
ae Se gs had heretofore been considered safer and bete- 
ter that ‘that officer ‘should be called upon to show; 8 often aa 
once #rtionth a: least, to Jhe coun‘ry and to.the world, how ra- 
he believed the honorable 


Seats, 


“ehaicinin would acknowledge that the act might beamentted in 
this respect with advantage. ~~ : : 
jo seventh section declares that rovi: ; 
-mer act not changed by the provisions of this bill, shall semain- 
in force. "He would now proceed to, notice -the chief points 


which the measure presented to his spprehénsion, and they A 


first, 23 tothe durability. of the loan; next, as to its 
next,'as'to the manner in which the stock is to be. 
and, next, the debt authorized to be contracted, 
He would offer some. remarks 
taking them in the order in 


were these: 
hegotiability; 
disposed of; 2 
nod-in the least. possible space. 
upon each of these’ points, not. t É 
which ‘he had “named them, however; but beginning with 
the: deb! authorized: to be contracted. Under the- ori- 
ginal “act-thete had been, already borrowed $5,600,000, and 
upwards, Jeaving ofthe amouat authorized to be borrowed by 
that act $6,931,000. Then, by-the 8th section ofthe amended act 
‘there is added ‘thereto the authority ‘to borrow five millions 
aore, making,$11,331,000 of stock authorized hereafter. to be 
jasued. And the whole stock debtso created, was correctly stated 
yesterday at $17,000,000. Then, if the Treasury notes were to be 
funded by operation ‘of this'law, without being merged in the 
Joan bill, the amount of which might besafely set down at ef ht 
‘ymillions and a.quarter, the whole amount would be twenty-five 
millions. and three-quarters. And he would remark, in this place, 
the effect would be to'sink the Treasury notes altogether; they 
would be no Jonger acceptable to the country.. “And he desired 
here ‘to have set at rest a point of history. which, in his esti- 
mation, Would be exceedingly valuable, as to what proportion 
of the debt authorized to be contracted had been contracted 
“during the last Administration, and what since. He had had 
occasion several times during the session to refer to the docu- 
ment which gave this information; it states that the amount 
of ‘Treasury notes issued as late as March, 1841, and 
these were. the only form of debt. contracted by the last 
Administration, was $6,607,000. And from a member of that 
‘body, who was during that period a the head of the Treasury 
Department, he derived the information that the amount which 
jad been redeemed was abou: one million, making. the whole 
debt of the last Administration only $5,600,000, and he repeated 
this again, because wey so frequently heard mistakes upon this 
point, ia the discussions which took place. He would next, in 
pursnance ofthe course he had proposed, make a very few re- 
marks upon that. feature of the amended bill which regulates 
the transferability: of the stock. It was a point to which the 
honorable chairman had not made, any ‘allusion, and he 
very frankly stated as his reason that it had escaped his atten- 
tion. Tle (Mr W.) confessed it. was to hima perfectly. novel 
idea to hear of the evidences of funded Government stocks be- 
ing transferable on delivery. He had been a good deal ac- 
quainted. with debts of this sort in his own State, and, not as- 
suming that it was the intention to create a paper circulating 
medium of thisstock, and to send it into market to be. sold for 
whatever it would bring; he must have the authority at least 
ofthe chairman of the committee himscif before he assumed 
that such was the intention. But he would ask how the inte- 
Test accounts of this debt couldever be arranged with conve- 
nience to the Government and justice to the holders of the 
bonds? He could very well suppose that it could be accom. 
plished without difficulty by keeping the transfer books at dif- 
„ferent points, Asto the State funds of New York, the books 
were Kept inthe city of New York, and it was felt to be noin- 
convenience. And how much more troublesome, he would ob- 
serve, it would bo to send the certificates to: the Treasury Do- 
partment . whenever application was intended to be 
<- made for a” payment ‘of interest which might be due, 
than to keep a set of books at the Department ready to 
‘be referred to in a moment. Next, as to the durability of the 
Joan, andthe manner in which stock was tò be sold, and what 
ase likely to be the influences produced upon the Treasury ite 
self. The stock which had been already issued under the ori. 
*ginalact was first $16,000, at five and two-fifths per cent.; next 
$3,213,000, at five and a half per cent.; and $2,439,000, at six per 
cent.; all which stock, he was informed, had been taken by our 
own citizens, and taken at par at the rates of interest he had 
mentioned, and it was all stock which had but three years’ 
life. And now they were about to put into the market, under 
the operation ofthis law, asix percent. stock, with twenty years’ 
life, and to sell it for what it would bring in the market at auc- 
tion. They had been told yesterday that ninety-five per cent. 
was lately offered for our six per cent. stocks, and refused; but 
would thig be the case after they had forced into the market 
$11,000,000, at twenty years’ life? Again: the stock originally 
„issued stands simply upon the pledge of your faith, and you are 
oing to back the new loan by the pledge of your whole revenne 
lerivable from. the customs of the country ; and, instead 
7 ree ? , 
of: taking interest as your limit af “inducement to 
capitalists. to lend, you fix what may þe- called at, this 
time the ordinary rate of interest, and you float upon the 
the value of your stocks; and he would ask what is the proba ` 
ble influence which would be exerted upon the five and a halif 
per cent. stocks under this law? If what they heard were-true 
the only payments made to the Treasury of late, consisted of 
Treasury votes; yet while offering to the moneyed community 
these stocks at what they choose to give for them, they expect- 
edto keep these Treasury notesafloatat par. Could such a thing 
be possible? Ife feared it was not. = 
There was a further influence which would be exerted by the 
issuing of this stock at whatever it might bring, as respects the 
credit of the individual States. ‘These States had abont 
$200,000,000 of stock afsat ia the markets of the world. He 
might be answered that the o tof the bill forthe distribu- 
tion of the land fund was to assist the individual States m 
relieving themselves. from their. liabilities; but he would 


answer for his own fe, that she wonld prefer 
to be relieved from benefits of this kind, the tendency 
of which woull be, that for about halt a million which 
you lend to b yeu deprive her ef the opportunity of 


obtaining asufficient sum to carry on her operations of im- 
provement, or even to meet the demands which are made upon 
her for sumsalready borr And what would be the in- 
fluence upon the banks of thecountry produced by the tender 
of such a bait to capitalists? Whence would the means be de- 
rived? Fromthe banks, either directly or indirectly. The ten- 
dency must be to withdraw the capital from thos? Institutions. 

Their stocks, wouid be forced into the market and sold ata 
depreciation to enable capitalists to make a better speculation 
by investing his means in the still more depreciated national 
funds. He would not claim to be a prophet in this matter, but 
he firmly believed that the passage of this bill would, in 
_a‘Very short period, suspend every bank in the Union. 
Pat passing this, how was the measure likely to affect the 


-. 


all the provisions of the for- © 


|] “revenue: of-the country? for. it 


after the first of July. next, all É ör 
were ta. be paid in. cash, and in what. condition would 


. their “merchants be- to pay: cash duties, while-we stand in the` 


market with our eleven millions loan; to be sold at the ħighest 
ptice we can get? He would ask what would- he the value of 
their cash duties when they came forward with these invita». 
tions to cupidity? He firmly believed that they would not get 
as much money in the Treasury from the loan: bill, and all the 
other sources put together, as they would get by resuming the 
land revenue, and not attempting to alter tke import duties. 
The alteration would assuredly have the effect of de- 
stroying. the import trade. 
under the cireumstancesin which they were placed, was the 
best course to be pursued.. 2 
dom to direct in matters of difficulty, but he would say, 
unhesitatingly, take back the legitimate revenue of the 
Treasury; and, particularly after the recommendation - of 
the Executive, check your expenditures; bring them down 
from twenty-six to eighteen millions of dollars, or any 
amount still lower, until your revenue for the year will be suffi- 
cient to meet them; and, above all, do not destroy the main 
source from which you must derive that revenwe. Almost 
any course was better than that which if persisted in must re- 
suit in the t taldestruction of the credit and the resources of 
the whole nation. ‘ 

The bill was then reported back from committee of the 
whole without amendment. 

Me. WALKER offered the following amendment, which was 
read; 

Sec. 5 Strike out all after the word “from” in the 2d line, 
and insert: . 

The sales of the public lands shall be and the same are here- 
by distinctly, separately, and inviolably pledged for the pay- 
ment of the interest and the redemption of the principal of all 
the stock which has heretofore been issued under the provisions 
of the act hereby amended, or which may hereafter be issued 
under the provisions of the said act as hereby modified and 
amended; andalso for the payment of the interest and principal 
of any and all Treasury notes issued in pursuance of the pro- 
visions of the act entitled “An act to authorize the issuing of 
Treasury notes,” approved the twelfth day of October, eigh- 
teen hundred and thirty-seven, or any act subsequent thereto, 
and now outstanding and unredeemed, or which may hereafier 
be issued in pursuance of the provisions of any of the said acts; 
which said pledge hereby solemnly made shall be inno way 
impaired or revoked, until the principal and interest of all of 
the said debts shail have been fully paid and satisfied, or until 
the full means forsuch payment shall have been accumulated 
in money and placed in the Treasury -of the United States 
to meet such payments. And all the provisions of the 
act entitled “An act to appropriate the proceeds of the 
sales of the public Jands, and to grant.pre emptien rights,” ap- 
proved on the 4th of September, 1841, which are inconsistent 
with this section of thisact, shall be,and the same are hereby sus- 
pended in their operation until (he pledge of the proceeds of the 
sales ofthe public lands made hereby shall have been fully re- 
deemed and discharged in the manner in this section required. 
And the said proceeds of the sales of the public lands, or such 
portions thereof as may be necessary for these purposes,shali be 
and thesame are hereby appropriated to pay the interest upon 
the said debts, and to redeem the principal of the same when 
due and payable, or sooner, in case a surplus of money in the 
Treasury shall make it the duty of the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, under the fourth section of the act hereby amended, to 
redeem the said stock, or any portion thereof, sooner by a pur- 
chase of the same. 

Mr, SEVIER called for the yeas and nays on the amendment; 
which were ordered. : 

Mr. WALKER observed that it would be a manifest waste of 
time, after the Jucid, comprehensi veand unanswerable argu- 
ment of the Senator from New York, (Mr. Wriexz,) for bim to 
attempt to add ene werd on those topics which that Senator 
had so triumphantly disposed of. He should therefere endea- 
vor to confine himself to a very few observations. He believed 
there was no epoch since the last war of greater importance to 
the country than the present moment; for he fully believed that 
if Congress pass this bill, it will be taking a fatal plunge into 
anabyss of discredit and embarrassment from which it will 
never be able to retrace its steps. He almost feared the pe- 
riod bad beer allowed to pass by, when it could have re- 
stored the credit of the Government unimpaired. But if 
this bill be passed, within a very few days after it be- 
comes a jaw the credit of the Government will be 
set up at auction, either in this country or in Europe 
for whatever it may bri whether it may be at a discount of 
10,50, 60, or 99 percent. {t will bean invitation to the capita- 
lists of the world to prostrate and destroy the credit of this Go- 
vernment; and they willaccept the invitation that they may 
profit by the result. ‘Phe honorable chairman of the Conmnit- 
tee on Finance [Mr. Evans] had said that it was not for the 

“honor or dignity of this nation to offer any pledge to capitalists 
for the loan oftheir money; that it was enough for them to 
know it was the Government cf the United States. wanted the 


left without means? Jr it is inadequate to furnish means 


enough. fer the ordinary expenditures of the Govern- 
ment, they could not help seeing that is inadequate to furnish 
means for both the expenditures of the Government and the 
paymentof its indebtedness. Will they expect the Govern. 
ment to stand still that they may be paid? They will not be un. 
mindful that the chairman of the Committee on Finance hag 
on introducing the measure. presented the Senate with a most 
disastrous account of the financial condition’ of the Govern- 
ment. If that statement be correct, it shows that the customs 
this year wili hardly exceed twelve millions of dollars. 

{Mr. Evans explained that he had said thirteen and a half 
millions.] Well, the customs will notexceed thirteen anda 


must not: be forgotten. that | 
all the duties on imports. 


He might be asked, what, | 


. He professed but: hitle skill or wis-_ 


- ness two millions, and leaves no means at all of payment. 


"half millions. . And what is the estimate of the expenditures of 


the Government for.the year. 
[Mr. Evans begged leave to explain further, that. when he 


` said the.customs would yield but thirteen and a half millions, 


he meant the duties on the imports of this year; but to that 
sum of thirteen and a half millions was to be added the sum of 
three million.six hundred thousand dollars, from duties of Jast 
year, not payable till this year: the whole receipts from cus- 
toms being upwards ef sixteen millions. ] 

But, continued Mr. WALKER, that does not alter the position 
that the annual income of the Government from customs can 
only be estimated at thirteen or thirteen and a half millions, as 
it is to the year’s income ‘the capitalists will look. The lean 
may run te twenty years, and if that period. be adopted. on is- 
suing the'stock, it cannot be redeemed till the end of the term; 
and Congress is asked to pledge a revenue of thirteen anda half 
millions for the redemption of that loan, while it is admitted 
that the Government is at. this moment shòrt ten millions of dol- 
lars of the means of meeting ‘its ordinary expenses and the inte- 
rest on its debt. Will not the capitalists see that the pledge 
which is offered them asa mortgage is totally insufficient and 
that they cannotrely upon such a pledge? The Government is 
already dishonored and disgraced, its Treasury notes protested, 
and valuable citizens suffering by the: pressure thrown back 
upon them in consequence of those protests. Do they not see that 
the land fundis not yet restored tothe revenue. And without 
the restoration of that fund, let this bill be passed, and it may ` 
be three or four months before a single offer will be made for 
this loar: from abroad—at home, there can be none, but upon 
terms discreditable to the Government. But restore the land 
fund at once, asa preliminary or accompanying step, ‘and ap- 
propriate thei proceeds as a; ledge for the debt, and capitalists 
wil] have something tangible to lock to as security; they will 
consider it a certain fund accruing from the date of the bill it- 
self; and if the proper action of the Government be observed, 
it will prove an ample and satisfactory guarantee for the pay- 
ment of both interest and principal. If this is not done, the. 
Toan may be authorized nominally at six per cent. but cannot 
be negotiated at a less Joss than $1,200,000, or perhaps 2,000,000, 
It is not pretended the money can be gotat par, He believed 
the stock could not be negotiated at more than ninety cents in 
the dollar, which would leave a loss of $1,200,000 on the loan; 
put if the indebtedness at the end of the year is to be 
twenty-one millions, as admitted it may be by the chairman of 
the Finance Commitice, the loss on funding the whole willbe 
two. millions. And whatis this loss incurred for? Merely to 
enable the Government to give away, as a donation tothe 
States, a part of ihe. public revenue, which if retained would 
amply meet the debt; hut if distributed, increases the indebted- 
But 
this donation is only partiaj; for it is not to be forgotten that 
already four of the States have refused to accept any share of it 
and others will soon follaw their example. Now the effect of 
his amendment, if adopted avd followed up by proper action 
on the part of the Executive, would be to obtain the Joanat 
par or very nearly at par, and to provide amply for paying off 
both principal and interest of the public debt. He had consulted 
anauthentic Co.gressional document from which he ascer- 
tained that during the four years of Mr. Van Buren’s Ad- 
ministration, part of which time was a period of de- 
pression, the proceeds of the sales of the pubiic lards ave- 
yaged five millions. annually, because the lands as sur. 
veyed were duly advertised and brought into the market 
with proper Executive energy. If the same means were re- 
sorted to now; if the thirteen millions of acres. already survey- 
edand ready for market, which might, by urging forward the 
surveys ic hand, be augmented to eighteen millions, were ex. 
tensively advertised,and proper exertion were made to get them 
favorably into market, the same income frum inem as that in 
Mr. Van Buren’s administration, might be easily reslized, and 
thus a fund of five millions annually would be provided, am- 
ply sufficient to purchase up the stock long before it falls due 
if the holders choose to sellit. With the pledge of sucha fund, 
appropriated for the redemption of this loan, who could doubt 
for an instant that the stock would be sold at par? Who could 
doubt that the Treasury would immediately be supphed 
with means? Who could doubt that-the Government would 
thus escape the disgrace of hiring stockjobbers and bro- 
kers to hawk about its stock, offering it by auction to 
the highest bidder for whatever it may bring in 
the money market? Believing that this disgrace. and 
degradation can be avoided by a proper coursse, he had offered 
his amendment, and hoped it would be adopted. He had but 
one word to say to the gentlemen opposite. It was to appeal to 
them to join with him and his friends in taking back and appro- 
priating this fund for the effectual relief of the Government 
He appealed to them to unite in this object as one necessary to 
save the Government from further disgrace, and competent to 
reinstate its crevit. Itc appealed to themas a matter of neces: 
sity, to save this nation from the degradation of having its ere- 
dit hawked about to foreign capitalists, in the critical state of 
our foreign relations, now existing; but ifall these appeals were 
unavailing, he wouldark them, in accordace with the clause in 
the distribu:ion act, are they not satisfied ihat the twenty er 
cent, to which Ihe compromise act limits the tariff, WHI be 
transcended, and consequently that the main power of the 
distribution act has virtually expired by limitation, and 
ought they not at once give up thelr opposition to the 
timely restoration of the land fund to. the revenue? He asked 
them toceme forward now with becoming grace and-do the t 
which cen alone save the Government from further degrada. 
tion. He bad intended to say much more and ta enterinto va. 
rious details; but he had been anticipated in much of what he 
had to say by the able and unanswerable arguments of the se 
nator from New York, (Mr, Wricut.] He therefore felt it ie 
be unnecessary to detain the Senate longer, j ʻe 

YH of Indiana did not feel disposed to make a 


Mr. S 
speech, and would therefore confine himself to > Sery 
tions on some isolated points under dietusalon, ae a 
agree with the Senator frora New York, that the mone ma kst 
would be sensibly afecied by the stock of this tea bej ae 
thrown into market; for the whole cf it would not be ofle E 
once—only such portions as the exigencies of the Govern Si 
from time to time required, He did not attach to the weation 
of offering a pledge to the capitalisis that importance wich 
some gentlemen did, because he considered it alj moonehin 
He referred to McCulloch’s dictionary to prove that En land 
had given up the practice ofoffering pledges for Joans Ile the 
adverted to the question of restoring the Jand fund, and argued 
at some length against the proposition. He next reviewed the 
speech of thofSenater from Ohiy, (Mr, ALLEN,) lately delivered 


on the subject, maintaining’ that if it proved any thing, it 

roved tov much; ‘for in proving that it cost 55 per cent, to-col- 
ectand distribute three millions, it proved that to coltect.the 
whole revenue would cost eight or nine millions, which it did 
not; or thatthe revenue for the twelve years during which Ge- 
neral Jackson. and Mr. Van Buren administered the Govern- 
ment, which averaged twenty millions a year, had cost, in 
collection, one hundred and nine millions, which was a dead 


loss to the community. As this could not be, so could not the | 


Senator’s hypothesis be correct. 

Mr, ALLEN briefly replied, defying the Senator to take his 
argument, in detail, and prove one item of it to be incorrect. 
It would not do to change the issue by any quib- 
ble. The true question was, whether -the tax ‘pay- 
ers of the country jost or gained by the double operation 
of forcing from their pockets im taxation, with one hand, what 
‘was to be doled aut to them as a donation with the other. 

Mr. BUCHANAN intimated a wish to speak on the subject 
of the bill under discussion; but, the hour being late, 

Mr. ARCHER moved an adjourament, but subsequently 
changed his motion, to go inte Executive session; which was 
agreed to; and 

‘The Senate went into Executive session, and, after some time 
8 pont therein, - 

Adjourned. _ 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
9 WEDNESDAY, April 6, 1812. 

The journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

` DEFENCE OF GEORGIA. 

Mr. BLACK asked leave, at this time, to offer the following 
resolution, which he had unsuccessfully endeavored to present 
yesterday, and to have certain testimony in relation thereto 
read: ‘ c 

Resolved, That a special committee be appojnted by the 
Speaker to take into consideration the insufficiency ef protec. 
tion afforded to the people of the State of Georgia and their pro- 
perty by the | nited States troops stationed upon the line divid- 
ing said State from the Territory of Florida; also, to take into 
consideration the outrages said to have been committed by said 
troops on the persons and property of the people of said State, 
and to report the same to this Iouse; and said. committee are 
instructed to inquire into the expediency and propriety of an- 
thorizing the Governor of the Siate of Georgia to employ such 
a militia force ag will be sufficient to protect the people of 
Geargia resident near the Florida line from Indian incursion, 
and to authorize said services to be paid for out of any money in 
the Treasury nototherwise appropriated; and to reportas early 
as practicable by biil orotherwise. 

bjection being made-— 

Mr. B. moved a suspension of the rules, and asked the yeas 
and nays on that motion, which were refused, 

And the question being taken, the rules were not-suspended. 

Mr, WARREN asked leave to offer the following resolution, 
which was read for information: ` 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be.requested to com- 
municate to tho House of Representatives all correspondence 
between the Governor of Georgia and the Deparment of War 
since the 4thof March, 1641, in relation to Indian Cepredations 
in Georgia, near the Fiorida line; and also the complaints made, 
and the evidence submitted, of depredations on the citizens of 
Georgia and their property by the United States troops; and 
what course hasbeen adopted by the Department, if any, to 
prevent, in future, the violation of the rights of theicitizens by 
the United States troops. 

And that the letter of the Governor of Georgia, with theac- 
companying documents,asking the Georgia delegation to have an 
appropriation made for the payment of the troops ordered out 
by the Governor near the Florida Jine in Georgia to pro- 
tect the citizens against Indian incursions, be referred to 
the Commitiee on Military Affairs, with instructions to ex- 
amine into the expediency of making the appropriation asked, 
and to report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky objected, but subsequenily 
withdrew the objection. 

Mr, STEENROD renewed it, 

Mr. WARRE™ moved a suspension of the rules. 

On which motion the vote stood: Ayes70, noes 41. [No qua- 
rum voting J 

Mr. WARREN asked that the resolution be again read, and 
called the yeas and nays on the motion to suspend the rules; 
which were ordered. 

And the resolution was again read. 

Mr. HABERSHAM hoped the rules would be suspended, the 
subject being one of much importance, $ 

Mr. BLACK wasu oci to say that, as this resolution 
embraced substantially his own proposition, he should vote to 
suspend the rules. 

The question on the 


motion to suspend the rules were taken, 
and decided in the alir e: Yeas 130, nays 2k. 

So the rules were suspended., 

And the qdestion being on the adoption of the ras 

Mr. ADAMS said the resolution, in form, v 
lation. 

Mr, WARREN was un lerstood to say no; they were two ss- 
parate resolntions, f 

Mr. ADAMS saidthat as tke resolution was not amesdabie 
on a motion to susy 2s, he had given his vote in favor 
of that motion wiih a view to ntto the first ress 
not to the second. Whe totally diferent resol: 
founded upon totally dit ciples, Ling 
the two resolutions put toa ly 
the resolutions offered by 
Bracer] He ch. AJ unde 
from cor TAR: 


ne reso- 


3 Coi 
of the 


The 


ly well. 


lution w k ) could not 
which, hes d, when it cane up, there we 
The first res riectty proper, and he was w 


vote for it. 

Mr, WARREN modified 
first part, the word ‘req 

Mr. W. saidthat a 
manifested in susper 
he certainly weuld n 
marks. Brut, fort 
idea ofthe identi oveoague 
(Mr. Buack} he felt called upon to state in what the diference 
consisted, 

To the first resolution he presumed there would be na obj 
tion. 

The second resolution asked for an appropriation fo be made, 


on soas to 
of “requeste, 
uigonce the Te 
ceive ibe 
tenion wW 


1 


predicated on.a certain correspendence between the Governor 
of the Stateof Georgia and the Department of War, which had 
resulted in arequest ofthe Governor to withdraw the regular 
troops from Georgia, and the declaration on the part ofthe Go- 
vernor that he had taken the defence of Georgia into his own 
hands." An appropriation therefore was asked to support a 
small militia force, after a committee should first have exam- 
ined the subject and determined whether the exigency was such’ 
as lo justify that appropriation 

Mr. W. after pointing out more particularly the marked dif- 
ference which, he said, existed between his own proposition 
and that of his colleague, sent to the chair a letter from the Go- 
vernot of Georgia to the delegation in Congress from that State, 
ani a letter from the Governor to the Secretary of War, which 
were read. 

Mr, W. had, he said, another letter in his possession, fully 
justifying the necessity of the course; but, seeing that the 


Mr. BLACK hoped the House would hear read the papers 
coming from citizens of Georgia. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. WARREN said his resolutions covered all the cocu- 
ments. è 

Mr. BLACK and Mr. M. A. COOPER appealed to Mr. War- 
REN to withdraw the demand for the previous question: 

Mr. WARREN declined so to do. 

And the question being taken on the demand for the previous 
question, there was a second. 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky moved to lay the whole sub- 
ject on the table. 

Which motion, by ayes 51, noes not counted, was rejected. 

The question then recurred on ordering the main question, 
(being on the adoption of the resvlution,) and it was ordered to 
be now taken, : : 

Mr. ADAMS moved to amend the resolution by striking out 
the following words: 

“and that the letter of the Governor of Georgia, with the ac- 
companying documents, asking the Géofgia delegation to have 
an appropriation made for the payment of the troops ordered 
out by the Governor, near the Florida line, in Georgia, to pro- 
tect the citizens against Indian incursions, be referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, with instructions to examine 
into the expediency of making the appropriations asked, and to 
report by biil or otherwise.” ` 

Mr. A. asked the yeas and nays on the motion: which were 
ordered, and, being taken, were—yeas 117, aays 51. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

And the resolution, as amended, was adopted. 

THE NAVYS 

Mr. YORKE asked leave to offer tha, 
which was read for information: 4 " 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be, and he js 
hereby, instructed to cause a tabular statement to be prepared 
for the use of Congress, showing: & i 

First, the names of the commissioned officers of the Navy of 
the United States who have been in actual servie during the 
five years preceding the date of this resolution. 

Second, what time each officer has bedm in actual service 
during that period, 

Third, what officers have been absent, on leave or otherwise, 
during the said period of five years, and the cause of absence, 
and how long they hava been absent, respectively. 

Fourth, the compensation, regular and extra, allowed to the 
Officers of the Navy, and fur what services the extra allowances 
have been made. 

Fifth. the number of naval officers, if any, who are engaged 
in the civil service ef the Department, and the compensation of 
every descrip allowed to each of them. 

Mr. WISE objected. hut withdrew the objection, 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON was understood to renew it. 

Mr. YORKE moved a suspension of the rules to enable him 
to offer the resolution, 

Mr. STANLY suggested to the House that the resolution 
was reported from a committee, and that its adoption was un- 
derstood to be essential to that committee in the prosecution of 
its labors. 

Mr. YORKE said such was the fact. He had offered the 
resolution under ihe direction of the Committee on Public Ex- 
penditures, 

The question being then taken, the rales were suspended. 
Ant the question being on the adoption of the resolution— 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN of Pennsylvania offered the follow- 
ing amendment: 

‘That the President of the United S 
municate to the House a statement g 
pointment and of the pre i the officers of the army 
andnayy of the United States. Also, so far as can be ascer: 
tained, what portion of the time since their appointment they 
have been inactive service, and in w hhatse:vice consisted 
Also the i ive performed, its character and d : 
tion. A y officer has not been in active service for 
three ve why. 

Mr. M stion. 

And there was as 
2 the main 
Mr. CEIPFORL 
Jution after the wor 
ments.” 

Mr. YORKE said he t 
resolution haviag been rep 


following resolution, 


tes be requested to com- 
ng the daies of the ap- 


aved the previous que 

nd. 

ion was orde 
edto M 

pay,” by 


red to be now taken. 
Yorx to modify his reso- 
inserting the word “emoiu- 


nat the power to modify, the 
ed under the direction of a com- 


aken, the amendment was rejected. 
J 
d. 


ammitee to whom was referred 
ə awihorized io send for persons 
and papers. 


Mr. C, MORRIS, asked leave to offer the following 


of the House be directed te furnish 
ont House af Representatives as 
gd ihem. such books as were furnished 
Provided, That this resolu- 
ize the reprinting of any of 


to such men 
have not alre 
tothe members ofthe last He 
tion shall nat be consti ued te aut 
said bouks. i 

Mr. PROFFIT objected. 5 : 

Mr. C. MORRIS moved a suspension of the rales, to enable 
him to present the resolution. 


Jouse was impatient, he would not ask for the readisg of it. 
And, forthe purpose of bringing the matter to a close, he moved 
the previous question. 


l 


Me CAVE JOHNSON asked the-yeasandna: 
refused. ce a Aen DAS n OA 
And the question being taken, the-vote stood, ayes 74; in 
counted. pacer: Roh TE 3 : 
But two-thirds (obviously) not voting in the afirmat 
rules wére not suspended. ee 2 BORE 
Mr. WISE rose and moved that the Committee.of: 
on the state ofthe Union be. discharged from the consi 
of Senate bill No. 175, being a bill to provide for the consti 
tion of an iron war steamer. It wasa -very important bil.. Tt 
‘Contracts were made, and the workmen were waiting; and 
bin hiad passon he Somare unanimously: A E 
Mr. AN said, not soimportant as the appropri 
bill. “And Mr. M. objected. o oor TE PR 
Mr. WISE moved a suspension of the rules; on which motion 


the affirmative vote stood 72. : 

Mr. WISE called the yeas and«nays. j : 

Mr, TURNEY inquired of the Speaker whether the bill made 
an appropriation? : ae 

The SPEAKER saidit did, - 7 wee 

Mr. TURNEY inquired whether the rule dit not require that 
the bill should be considered in committee, and whether the pro- 
pet motion would not be to go into Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union? : EATA d 

The SPEAKER haying made a suggestion to that effect‘ta 
Mr. Wise— SK 

Mr. Wisk modified his motion to read, that the House res 
iole itself into Committee of the Whole on the State-of the 

nion. i ~ 

But, on the suggestions of the Speaker, Mr. W. waivèd the 
motion for the moment, and yielded the floor to. eons 

Mr. MOORE, who said that he rose with . great diffidence to :" 
make astatement to the House that gave him great pain;. but 
that, as his constituents and the people of Louisiana had a'desp 
interest in the matter, he felt bound to make it. » It was. known. . 
that, by the partiality of the Speaker, he had been placed at 
the head of an important committee, (the Committee on. Pri« 
vate Land Claims.) For the first two weeks after the ap- 
Pointment he was sick and could not attend. “On. the: 30th of 
December a quorum was formed, and Mondays and: Fridays 
of each week, at 10 o’clock a. m, was fixed as the times of 
meeting. Fox some time a quorum met pretty regularly and 
an immense mass of business was despatched;. 619: claims 
coming “up from Louisiana, under the act of 1835, were: ex- 
amined, 79 of which were reported favorably in one bill, be- ~ 
sides a number of other distinct claims that required much 
time and labor in theexamivation. But he was sorry to:say 
that, since the House refused to permit the committee to em- 
ploy a clerk, a quorum has rarely met, and for the last three 
or four weeks, not more than one member at.a time, toge- 
ther with the chairman, has appeared.. There is yet before 
that committee a large number of claims, requiring, in the: in: 
vestigation, much time and labor.- That since the organiza- . 
tion of the committee he (Mi. M.) had never failed to. attend 
punctually, and to use every exertion to forward the business 
before the committee, but that his personal. attendance : with- 
out a quorum could avail nothing. That it was.not his in. 
tention or desire tq cast blame upon any member of. that’ com. 
mittee; he had no doubt they had other important duties to pere 
form that prevented their attendance. In relation to some of 
the members he knew that such was the fact. Tis sole object 
was to exculpate himself and to justify. his course, He felt ` 
impelled, under a deep sense of duty, to lay these facts. before 
the House, in orZer that the House, the country, and the claim 
ante, might know the cause of delay. Poe ; 

Mr. STUART, as a member of the committee, desired to bear 
his testimony to the indefatigable labors of the gentleman from 
Lou'siana [Mr. Moore] on that committee. . Bale 

He (Mr. S.) had regularly attended with that gentleman untit 
he (Mr. S ) bad been’ placed upon the CAmmittee on Foreign 
Affairs Thatcommitiee met en one of the days appointed for 
the meet ng of the Commiitee on Private Land Claims; andin: 
consequence of the conflict of the duties between the two com. 
mittees, he had felt it incumbent upon him.te attend the Qom- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs in” preference to the Committee on 
Private Land Claims; more especially as be found that hie. at- 
tendance on the latter committee tended to no good result, inan- 
much asa quorum could not hegat. He had intended to'avait 
himself of the opportunity of being excused {rom further ser- 
vice on that committee, as he was new upon two other regular 
commitiees, (of Foreign Affairs and Naval Expenditures,) ins 
dependent ofa select committee. He believed, under the rule, ~ 
a member who was on two regular committees, as he was.at 
present, was entitled to be excused from other service. . 

Mr, CROSS said that tlie serious indisposition of his family 
had prevented his attendance upon the committee for several 
weoks, but that he took pleasure in bearing testimony to the in- 
dustry and close attention of the chairman. He bad been aps 
pointed, too, on three select committees, the duties of which 
‘were, tosome extent, in conflict, as to the time of their per- 
formance, with those of the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. He would himself ask himself to be excused, but for 


- the fact that several cases had besn placed in his hands for ins 


vestigation by the chairman, upon which he was very nearly | 
prepared to report. 3 ee 

Mr. DAVIS of New York bore brief testimony to. the: labo~ 
rious fidelity of the chairman of the Committee ‘on. Private 
Land Claims [Mr. Moore] in the discharge of his duties, 

Mr. C. BROWN said he had no such reasons to'be excused 
for serving on the committee as had been given by the gente- 
men who had asked to be excused. He was on no other. com- 
mittee,and had no other duties to perform that kept him away 
from the committee. Lis reasons were, that his constituents 
had no interest in the proceedings of the committees and not 
being a lawyer or Jand dealer, his habits and pursuits had not 
qualified him to determine questions of tide to lands. ze 
were on any committee that he could be of any service to his 
constituents. or to the country, or the business of which he 
was acquainted with, he would serve cheerfully, but be could 
be of no service on this committee, and he had not therefore at- 

d. s yo 
ee ANDREWS, of KentickY, ial a point oforder. 
r versation followed. t 

Aa a neh Com motion of Mr. WISE, the House resolved it- 


selfinto Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
Tuompson, of Indiana, in the chair.) 
` IRON WAR STEAMER. ‘ 
Mr. WISE moved the consideration of the Genéml Appro- 
riation bill be postponed, and that the committee take up 
the bill from the Senate (No. 175) authorizing the construction 
‘ofa war steamer for harbor defence. 


. 


_-maotion:of Mr. Wise, was agreed tos. 


” the Legislative Council, (of Florida,) pay of officers, stationery, 


EEMORE: (who: was: again: in “his seatpsaid: he ‘sup: 
poked the motion was.not deba-able.. He wished simply to res. 
raark that He: could not consent tothe postponement, as. the 
clerks. in. thé several. Departments were suffering for want of 


YSE said the bill would not take twenty minutes. - — 
The iqueation..was then taken; and, by ayes. 87, noes 67 the ` 
The committee then took up. the bill; which appropriates the - 

sum.0£,§250;000 for the construction ofan iron war steamer,. foy, 

PTC: CIC N SERRE Boy ee EO 
The bill having been reäd—=:. | : oar 
“Mr: WISE: remarked that the bill had passed the Senate by“a 

‘wnanimous vote. ‘The bill. had been well .considered and di- 

gested in both Housey—the Committee on Naval Affairs.of the 

House having, reported a bill precisely similar. .He asked 

that the question might be taken, and that the committee 

should at. once resume the consideration. of the general appro» 
priation bil, Tit ois ; ees Ca a 

No amendment: having ‘been offered, the bill was laid aside, 

to be:reported to the House... : $ . 
7 EE GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

‘The committees resumed the. reconsideration of the. bill mak- 
ing appropriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of Go- 
vernment for the year I842.-5 oooh 

The pending question being on the motion of Mr. Paorrit to 
add the sum of $7,015 to the amount of the following item: 

“No l61. For.compensation and-mileage of the members of 


fuel; printing. rent, furniture, and all. other incidental and con- 
tingen objects, $27,195.4 5 
r. PROFFIT withdrew the amendment, 
Item No. .163 being under consideration, m the words fol- 
Jowing: For. the. salaries of eight Associate Judges, at $4,500, 
$36,000—~ . $ 


t: CROSS moved an amendment providing for the with- 
ding $500 from the salary of each and everyone of the said 
dges who. faile to hold the regular circuit court in any district 
hia circuit, unless the same be occasioned by sickness or un- 
voidable accidant. $ 

Mr. ROOSEVELT called attention to that clause of the Con» 
titution which provides that,the judges “shall hold their offices 
during good -behavior, and shall, at stated. times, receive for 
their services ta: compensation*which, shall not be. diminished 
during their continuance in office”? oR 

~My: POPE said he would be-very happy to co-operate with 
the gentleman from. Arkansas {Mr. Cross] in providing any re- 
medy for this:case within the powers of Congress. He be- 
Heved it wasimpossible for this gentleman to attend that Court 
and attend:the Supreme Court. . If the law required his attend. 
ance at both at the same time, and if he attended at Washing- 
ton, ic was not a dereliction of duty, Mv. McKin'ey was a man 
of as much industry as any manin the United States, He (Mr, 
P.) had known him Jong, 

A proposition had been made by a new arrangement of the 
Judges to equalize the duties among them. Ijo would suggest 
to the gentleman from Arkansas that the remedy he proposed 
was- one which was not authorized by the Constitution of the 
United States, but was inadmissible altogether. If Judge Me- 
Kinley was guilty of criminal negligence be was for his im. 
peachment; but the reduction of the salary. was incompatible 
with the Censtitudon, . Before they should act on-a judge as a 
panie officer, would it not be fairthat an investigation should 

made by a:committee why he had not attended his courts? 
Before the subject was investigated; and before the gen- 
tloman had “had an opportunity of making known why this 
neglect occurred, he was opposed to acting on this case. But‘ 
another and an insuperable dificulty was from the Constitution. 
They could not undertake, uoder-the Constitution, to dock the 
salaries.af judges; and the principle was an important one—a 
radical. one, which was intended to secure that Department 
against all the powers ol the Government and of public opinion; 
it was one of the sacred principles of the Constitution, 

Mr, THOMPSON of Mississippi was glad that the gentle- 
man from Arkansas had brought this subject to the notice of 
the House. Hismotion raised a grave and serious question, 
and it was this—how far and in what way this House, reflecting 
the popular feeling of this country, could affect or control the 
conduct of those who held lifetime estates in public oftices? 
Are thay so high that our short arms are insufficient to reach 
them, except by the slow and uncertain remedy of impeach- 
ment? Iga public officer, whose compensation cannot be di- 
miniahed during hië continuance in office, and whose term of 
service hag no-period but thatof his natural life, to fail and re 
Tuse to perform his duties at pleasure, and have we no remedy? 
If the remedy proposed of withholding the purse, be the true 
one, he thought it was high time to exert that power.. The 
conduct of Judge McKinley deserved to be noticed in some way 
by Congress. Butthe genJeman from: Kentucky [Mr, Pops} 
was mistaken in the proposition under consideration, if he sup- - 
posed it was intended to bear upon the past neglect of this honos 
rabiejudge. Tt was prospective: in its operation altogether—it 
pane provision for mal-conduct, or non-feasance that was- to 
follow. 

Tn the year 1836, he believed, Judge McKioley was first ap- 
pointed to the Supreme Bench, and the southwestern cireult 
was assigned hiin, composed of the southern district of Alaba- 
ma, the eastera district of Louisiana, the southern district of 
Mississippiand the district of Arkansas, So far as the State of 
i ippi wag concerned, he knew ofno complaint till the year 

1839, when an affair came offin the city of Jackson, between his 
honor and an obscure man in that city, who was a crierto the 
court, or uty marshal. fhe judge gave the first insult, which 
afterwards fed to thec ission ofa high indignity upon his 
person. [Criesof “in w way?”] This deputy, it is said, met 
him inthe stre: ul wrung hisnose. [A Jaugh.} This was 
wrong— very unjustifiable. He condemned and deprecated it 
as muchas any gentleman could do. But while the judge’a 
wrath wag up he swore that he never would return to Jackson 
again, Ofcourse, our citizens supposed that he spoke in anger 
and that when his passions subsided he would return to the dis- 
charge of hiadaties. Butnot_so; thus far he has obstinately 
staid away from that place and has thrown all the onerous du- 
ties of that court upon the district judge. It so happened, how- 
ever, that the State of Mississippi has a very able, indefatiga- 
ble and efficient district judze; and bis absence therefore has 
not been so much felt. But how have you treated this district 
judgé? Hg receives a salary of $2,000, when our State circuit 
judges receive $3,000, and when Judge McKinley has received 
$4,500; yet.he has performed more actual service, decided 
more. gasea, and done more work, as he verily believed, than 


the asgociate justice himself. Yet you refuse to inc aa. 


lary, and the associate justice receives his $4,500 whether he 


works of not, This isnot right, nor isit justice, ee 
Last winter: said Mn T. the Legislature ofthe State ot Mis- 


-sissippi forwarded:resolutjons to himas one of the Representa- ~ 


tives of that State in-Gongress, instructing. bim to prefer. asim- 
peachment against this honorable judge. But they: came to 
hand at soJate a period in the session, that he.and his colleague 


then were unable'to institute any proceedings. .. Since then, he 


„had examined the question, and he was- rather inclined ‘to the 


opinion that it would be of-no avail to attempt. an impeach- 
ment, The Constitution provides-that impedchmerits shall be 
only tor“ treason, bribery, or other high crimes and misde- 
meanors.” _ In this case, the talents and the learning of Judge 
McKinley are admitted. His integrity and honor as a manand 
as a judge are not at all questioned.. But he has not shown a 


_ willingness to dischargé the. duties assigned him. His only sin 


now charged was a non-user of office, anon-feasance of duty. 
But to him, Mr. T. said this was not the most offensive part of 
his conduct. It is rumored, and he believed the rumor; that 
last fall, before the sitting of the court at Jackson, his honor 
wrote to the marshal ofthe southern district of Mississippi, in 
substance, that he would come and hold the court at Jackson if 
he felt secure in his person; but -hough he did notdoubt the cou- 
yage and the willingness of the marshal to defend him, yet he 
doubted his ability, and therefore could not come. Now, this 
piece of insolence towards the people of Mississippi should not 
pass unrebuked by him. From what motive does such conduct 
spring? On what priaciple can such a course be justified in a 
high public functionary? Is Congress to fatten such men with 
high salaries to play off such tricks before an unoflending peo- 
ple that fed them? . 
One of two things is inevitable. Choose which horn of the 
dilemma you please; this conduct evinces, on the part of the 
Judge, cowardice, a want of mora! firmness, or else an unblush- 
ing effrontery and bare.faced impudence. Shall such things be 
tolerated? Were there no means left to force an officer of this 
description to perform his duty? If this provision was.not suf- 
ficient, he hoped gentlemen would go with him in applying 
another remedy. “Wouhl-gentlemen go with him in the im- 
eachment ofthis officer? [Cries of “Yes, yes.””} If they would, 
e promised that next session he would propose this remedy, if 
this honorable judge did net move on in the performance of his 


. duty. 
Mr. ADAMS said, from the facts stated by the gentlemen from 


Arkansas and Mississippi, [Messrs. Cross and THompson,] 
he had no doubt whatever: that it was the duty of this 
House, their solemn duty, to take this subjectinto their con- 
sideration; but he believed with the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Pope) that the mode proposed by the gen. 
tleman from Arkansas was not consistent with the Constitu- 
tion of the U. States, Itwas furthermore objectionable because 
it would not remove the evil. If a judge of the courts of the 
United States had heen so extremely remiss inthe performance 
ofhis duty, he ought to be noticed by this House ina different 
manner from suspending any part of his salary,if he should 
continue in this failure ofduty. It was perfecdy well known 
thatthe non-user of an office was as capable of impeachment 
ag the mal-user of it. There could he no possible doubt that, 
on tho facts stated by the gentlemen from Arkansas and Missis- 
sippi, this House was perfectly competent to initiate measures 
for the impeachment of this judge, Tt was very possible, too, 
thatthe mere fact of commencing the operation would remedy 
the evil and secura the future performance by this officer of 
his duty. To stop the salary of this officer not only would not 
remedy the evil, but would suffer it to pass with impunity. If 
a judge of the United States had systematically, and for cor- 
rupt purposes, neglected his duty, this House ought to do 
someming more than to say he should be punished by reducing 
ais salary. 

Mr. THOMPSON said he had not intended to convey the idea 
that he had neglected his duty from corrupt purposes, 

Mr. ADAMS. The gentteman had said it was in consequence 
of his having suffered an indignity; and the gentleman charged 
him with cowardice. Cowardice in a judge was as much cor- 
ruption as bribery. 

He hoped the gentleman from Arkansas would withdraw his 
motion, and introduce a resolution into this House in the usual 
form of incipient impeachment, making inquiry whether the 


„judge had so conducted himself as to require the application 


of the constitutional provision. That would call the judge him- 
self to account to this House—the grand inquest of the people 
of the United States, _ Perhaps he might offer reasons which 
would justify his conduct. Jt might not be necessary to 
prosecute the proceeding any further to secure the performance 
of his duty, 

Mr. GWIN said before the gentleman from Arkansas with- 
drew bis motion, he wished to say something in defence of 
Judge McKinley... He was cognizant of the facts charged 
against the Judge, and he thought the charges were unjust, and 
had no proper foundation, for he knew of his own knowledge 
that this judge had discharged more duty than any judge on the 
Supreme Bench of the Uiited States. It was impossible for 
him to attend the court in Arkansas; he had not time. He 
knew that an indignity had been offered to the Judge at Jackson, 
Mississippi, and on that account he had refused to attend some 
of the terms of that court, but it was his intention to hold that 
court at its next term. The judge of the district court of Mis- 
sissippi is an able and competent officer, and. had presided in 
the southern district m the absence of Judge McKinley, and the 
people of that district had not suffered from the absence of the 
Judge He knew that a g:eatindignity had been offered to him, 


| from which he did notdefend himself; he was a witness to it. 


Notwiths‘anding Judge McKinley was unpopular among his 
(Mr. Gs) constituents, he would do him justice. He asked 
that a memorial from him be read, whieh would show that he 
did. more work than any Judge on the Supreme Bench, 

[The memorial of Judge McKinley was then read by the 
Clerk, stating that the business of his circuit was beyond the 
physical c pacity of any man to perform, and showing that 
two-thirds of the causes in the United States coutts were in his 
circuit; that he had to travel annually opwards of ten thousand 
miles, and that he performed services equal to fonr or five 
Judges; and appealing to Conzress for their interposition for a 
more equable arrangement, by an equalization of labor among 
the several judges, &.] i j 

Mr. G. said that ifthe gentleman from Arkansas, and his Mr. 
Gs) colleague [Mr. Tuompson} wished to remedy the evil of 
which they complain, iet them bring in a bill to appoint another 

judge, or reorganize the Supreme court circuits, and equalize 
the labor of the judges, and he would willingly join in either. of 


these measures; b would not join in denunciations of Judge 

McKinley for not doing what it was physically impossible. for: . 
him todo. Notwithstanding the complaints against him, he 
performed more labor than any ofthe judges on the bench, The |. 

“remedy for the evils complained of should be cured by-the legis- `: 
“Jation of Congress, and not by requiring an impossibility of the . 
judges of the Supreme Court. À : 

Another charge was brought against Judge McKinley, that he 
has removed from his circuit. This is notthe fact. . He was-le- - 

: gislated out of the circuit by Congress, and his presentresidence 
1s infinitely more convenient to the citizens of the ninth circuit 
than his former one. Th factitig.the most convenient he can... 
occupy, without removing to the sickly regions of the South, .by 
which he would not only endanger his own Jife but that of his.. 
family, Judge McKinley has been most cruelly treated and un- 

- justly assailed, and he would defend himif in his opinion; he 
deserved it, regardless of the consequences to himself persovally... 
Mr, FILLMORE rose for the purpose of saying that it must 
be apparent to the committee that this evil, if evil it was, 
could not be corrected in this way. Jf this wasa criminal neg. 
lect of duty, the remedy was impeachment. If it was an omis- 
sion to perform a duty because the duties were’ more than a 
judge could perform, the remedy laid in re-arranging.. the 
Judges, or appointing another, or putting some of the business 
on the district court. He therefore appealed to the gentleman 

from Arkansas to withdraw his motion. | : i 

Mr. SAMSON MASON expresscd his sincere hope that: the 
Committee on the Judiciary (to which this petition of Judge 
McKinley has been referred) would take an early occasion to 
report a bill to correct the flagrant injustice perpetrated on 
Judge McKinley. He considered that this judge had been mal- 
treated most flagrantly. Hefhad duties to perform, according 
to statistica coliected by the Secretary of State, nearly equal to 
two-thirds of the business performed by all the judges, In one 
of his districts he had been maltreated, and he had been charged 
with cowardice. ese Ora 

Mr. THOMPSON inquired if the gentleman meant to say 
that he (Mr. 'T.) had made such a charge? 

Mr. MASON said he meant to say what he had said. ‘This 
judge had a very hard task to perform; he had been insulted and 
repudiated in one portion of his circuit, and had a mass of bugi. ` 
siness to attend to which no man possessed the ability io do He 
did hopethat the committee would see that justice was done in 
the premises. There ought to he something like an equalization 
of labor of the judges. 

Mr. BARNARD obtained the floor. 

Mr. CROSS offered to withdraw his amendment. 

Mr. BARNARD said he was very giad to hear the gentleman 
from arkansas offer to withdraw his proposition, for many reas 
sons. He-could not say that he was sorry he had introduced it, 
because it had given the gentleman and others an opportunity 
to bring before the notice of this House the condugt of one of 
the Supreme, Judges of the United States. This was avery ir- 
regular mode of proceeding. He had risen for the purpose of 
entering his solemn protest against this mode of reaching the 
subject of the conduct of à public officer, whether a judge or 
other officer, and pafticularly a judge, when the Constitution of 
the United States had thrown around these officers its broad 
shield of defence against precisely such attacks. 

He should not enter at all cither into the ‘accusation or de- 
fence of Judge McKinley. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
Mason] had said that this memorial of Judge McKinley was 
some time since referred to the Committee on the Judletary, 
and he, Mr. B. took occasion to say that the Committee on the 
Judiciary intended to do their duty on this subject, (Mr. Ma. 
son. Ido not doubt it at all,] and especially after the gentle 
lecture the cominittce had received in regard to it. This ad.. 
monition the gentleman had given the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary reminded him of the gentle admonitions this House was 
constantly receiving from various quarters of the country—~ 
from friend and foe —all which implied a negiect of duty. They 
were constantly told that this House was delaying and neglect: 
ing its duty, and he begged leave to say, in a parenthesis, that 
this Mouse had done more labor and accomplished more ser- 
vices forthe public during the present session then had been 
accomplished during the same length of time by any of its pre» 
ana in any portion of the history of this country. [A 
augh. : 

{Mr. ARNoLD. Except the called session.] 

Yes, (continued Mr. B,) possibly except the called session; 
but if there was any particular credit for the labor at the catled 
session, he took it for granted that they should come in for a 
portion of it. 

This subject was before the Committee on the Judiciary, and 
they did not mean to neglect their duty. He had, for reasons 
abundantly satisfactory to him, neglected to call it up, They 
had notyet entered on their duty, and, considering what was 
performing in the other end of the Capitol, it would he merely 
labor thrown away. 

He desired once more to protest against this mode of inter- 
fering—this being the third time it had been resorted to on this 
bill on the part of the Iouse—in an unconstitutional and im- 
proper mode, with the prover duties belonging to other depart 
ments. It wasthe duty of the House, if a case was presented, 
to proceed to inquire into the conduct of any officer in the 

manner pointed out by the Constitution, and he denied that it 
was competent for this House, while appropriating for any 
office, to entertain the question cf the meritsor demerits ofany 
person who aei time might happen to bean incumbent. it 
Was a great and dangerous irregularit i . 
ample woua net be followed, © y and hg hoped Narex 

Mr. CROSS said, in iliustration of the necessity of ado g 
the amencment he had proposed. he had introduced heeg 
the ninth cirenit. He bell thathe bada right to question the 
alae of any omer: Tis judge had never held a courtin 

IgStaie; he might have a just reason for it: Mr. 
he would haver rit; he Me, C.) hoped 

r. GWIN inguired whether Judge McKinley had i 
and again brought this subject before Congress, siting ae 
he could not perform the duties required fora judge in his cir- 
cuit; and he wished to call the attention of the House to one fact; 
that Judge McKiniey did not accept the office he now holds 
knowing the duties teguired of him, and now asked to be Tea 
lieved from the performance of them. Fe was the first Judge 
of the Supreme Court that ever presided in that circuit which 
was Created in the spring of 1937, and he could form no conce p 
non ot shie cpotmous amoant of business he. found in the ae 
uit. In fact, since the creation of the cireyi iness ini 
had ingreaued N, the circuit, the business in it 

r. SPRIGG addressed a qnestion to Mr, j 
not heard by the Reporter. j oMr Onos; Whien: wan 


. Mr- CROSS he desired to bring-t 
. “or other-before the House ‘of Representatives. At the sugges. 
» Hon of many gentlemen, and especially the distinguished gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, he would withdraw his amendment, 
‘and should-hold the gentleman from Mississippi to his promise 
tosubmit the matter to this House in a tangible shape if the 
evil ‘was iiot corrected by the officer himself. 

‘Thus the amendment having been withdrawn, the Clerk 
proceeded in the reading of a number of sections without inter- 
“ Fupdons, ; i 

` -Rem No. 189, “for compensation of clerk and messenger, (of 
~the attorney General,) $1,500, was amended, at the suggestion 
of Mr, FILLMORE, and under the general order to strike out 


` allappropriations not authorized by law, by striking out the 


word “messenger” and reducing the sum'to $1,000, 

‘Item No. 190, “for contingent expenses, $500;”? and item No. 
191, “for the salary of the Reporter of the decisions of the 
Supreme Court, $1,000,” were stricken out under the order -to 
strike out contingencies and appropriations not authorized by 

aw. 


Item No. 192, appropriating for compensation to district at- 
torneys, Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, moved to amend by 
adding $200 for the salary of the district attorney of the south- 
erndistrict of Mississippi. 

But, after a momentary conversation between Messrs. PILL- 
MORE, THOMPSON, and GWINN, the atem was passed over 
informally. 

ttem No. 196, appropriating for compensation for marshals, 

i -Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi moved to amend, by adding 

` $200 for the salary of-the marshal of the southern district of 
Mississippi, Mr. T. read. from the law authoaizing this appro» 
priation.» 

The question was taken on this amendment, and no quorum 
voting, . . 

The committee rose, and reported that fact to the House, it 
being half-past 2 o’clock, : 

Mr, ANDREWS of Kentucky. said it was.upon his motion for 
a division that the committee had founditself without a quorum. 
He had given notice yesterday that he would continue tocall for 
for a division until the House altered its practice, and the mem- 
bers attended to their duties. He moved a call of the House, and 
hoped the proceedings on the call would not be suspended, but 
that they would be carried out, 

And a call of the House was ordered. 

The Clerk having called the roll, 117 members answered to 
their names. 

And the names of the absentees having been called, 182 mem- 
bers appeared to be present. 

The doors of the Hall were then closed. 

And excuses were received, 

The SPEAKER then announced that 136 members were pre- 
sent, i 

On the name of Mr. Saunners being called, Mr. G. W. 
CALDWELL stated that he had gone to North Carolina to defend 
two men on their trial for negro and horse stealing, and that 
without his aid they would be huog; it was therefore moved 
that he be excused. 

Mr. STANLY objected. 

Mr. G. W, CALDWELL said he believed the men were good 
Whigs, [laughter,] and he supposed the House would therefore 
excuse his colleague. 

Mr. EASTMAN sald that he desired to call the attention of 
the House and the country. to the fact that 121 members formed 
a quorum of the House; that there were at least 140 Whig mem- 
bers of the House, and yet, day after day there was vo quorum 

resent, : 
P Mr. SUMMERS moved that all further proceedings on the 
call be dispensed with, 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky asked the yeas and nays on that 
motion; which were refused. 

And the question being taken, the House refused to suspend 
further proceedings on the call. ©.. 

A list of the absentees was then handed to the Sergeant- 
at-Arms, with the usual order to bring the members before the 
House. 

A pause followed, | i 

Mr. 8? EENROD asked leave to reporta bill. 

Mr. WARREN objected. 

Bome conversation followed on a point of order between 
Messrs CLIFFORD, THOMPSON of Indiana, the SPEAKER, 
FILLMORE, PROFFIT, and other members, whom the Re- 
porter could neither see nor hear, . 

A motion was made by Mr. BARNARD that all further pro- 
ceedings in the call be dispensed with (on the ground that the 
punishment under this operation fellupon the innocent, not on 
the guilty.) 

The motion was discussed briefly by Messrs. BARNARD, 
MORGAN, ADAMS, SPRIGG, and EASTMAN. 

Mr. J. C. CLARK moved the previous question. 

And there was a second. 

And the main question (being on suspending farther proceed- 
ings) was ordered; and, being taken, the House refused to sus- 
pend further proeeedings, 

fine further conversation followed on a point of order; after 
which— 

The Sergeant-at-Armg reported 26 members. as brought up 
under process, and awaiting the order of the House. 

The SPEAKER ordered the members to be brought before 
the House, which was accordingly done. 

The members were severally called upon for excuses. 

The following members were excused without payment of 
fees, on account ef sikness, indispensable absence, or other 
reasons deemed sufficient by the House: > 

Messrs. Bidlack, Borts, Bowne, Brockway, Burke, Burnell, 
Charlies A. Floyd, A. L. Foster, Houston, James, John W. 
Jones, Isaac D Jones, Lawrence, Mallory, Meriwether, Mil- 
Jer, Oliver, Plumer, Ramsev, Randolph, Rencher, Slade, Ward, 
James W. Williams. hes 

Me. HOUSTON was excused on account of personal indis. 
position, and the indisposition of his. family, which compeled 
his absence. N 

Other zbsentees having been severally called upon for their 
excuses, they answered as follows: 

Mr. ARRINGTON of North Carolina. Had no excuse to 
offer—had sat there during the whole day, andas it was dinner 
hour, concluded that he would go to dinner and return as soon 
ag it was over to the House. Excused or the payment of 
fees. : 

Mr. BLACK of Georgia. Had no excuse to offer, Went 
away to get hie dinner, and was only gone afew miattes. Had 
peen constantly in hisseat since he was elected and never absent 


is matter in some.way _ 


7a day from the servic! 


|" noent of fees. 


a the House. Excused.on the payment 
of fees. ee kj g . 45 

Mr. BLAIR of New York was called to the door by one of 
the. Messengets to sce a person. who.calied on himon business, 
Was engaged in conversation. in the passage with him. but for 
a few minutes, and when he came back found the doors closed, 
Excused without payment ôf fees. d : 

Mr. BEESON of Pennsylvania, "The excuse of this gentle- 
man was het heard by the Reporter. Excused on the payment 
of his fees. ` - ne 

Mr. A. V BROWN said he had withdrawn for the purpose 


‘of seeing several gentlemen who had come on to this city on 


important business: from Tennessee and: Mississippi, some of 
whom. had brought letters to him, and to whom he thought it 


his duty to show proper attentions, and to give necessary. assis- . 


tance in Lransacting-thew business in the proper depariments, 
He supposed he might have postponed that Interview until after 
the House adjourned, but that would have imposed on him the 
trouble of seeking those persons at their different boarding 
houses. "In the course of three years’ service here he had never 
before given occasicn of complaint on account of his absence 

Mr. BUTLER of South Carolina. Had no other excuse to 
offer than that he went into the Senate chamber and there be- 
came interested in the debate going on, and. staid. Ienger than 
he contemplated. Excused on the payment of fees. 

Mr, COWEN of Ohio. Had no wish to ask any favor of the 
House, but owed it to himseif to say, and it was within the 
knowledge of the House, that he was not often absent from his 
duties. He felt that his health was giving way from his long 
attendance to the sittings of the House, and that it was neces. 
sary for him to dive earlier than the usual hour of adjourn. 
ment. He went to dinner and had not returned when the call 
of the House wasmade. Excused upon the payment of fees. 
Mr. CRAVENS of Indiana. People in the country he came 
from, were in the habit of eating three timesa day, and, follow- 
ing up that wholesome custom, he wentto his lodgings to get 
his dinner. No other excuse to offer. Excused on the pay: 


Mr, JAMES IRWIN of Pennsylvania. Went to his dinner. 
Had no other excuse tooffer. Excusedon the payment of fees, 

Mr. CUSHING of Massachusetts. Had stepped into the 
committee roum of the Committee on Foreign Relations with 
agentleman on business. As soon as he was disengaged, re- 
turned to the House, but found the doors closed and could not 
get in. 

Mr. ANDREWS wanted to know if the gentleman was en- 
gaged on public ur private business. A 

Mr. Cusuine was excused on the payment of his fees. 

Mr. GOODE of Ohio.. The excuse of this geatleman was 
notheard by the Reporter. Excused ou the payment of tees. 

Mr. GERRY of Pennsylvania. Was absent in consequence 
of indisposition. Excused without the payment of fees. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Ohio. The whole House, he said, knew 
that he was never absent; but on this occasion, business called 
him into the Senate, and his attention was arrested by Mr, 

Wricut’s profound and lucid remarks on the loan bill.) Ex- 
cused with the payment of fees. 

Mr. HARRIS said, that he had no apology or excuse to 
offer. He couldsafely say, however, that he was as constantly 
in his seat, as any member of that house. On the present oc- 
casion, he had, in accordance with a previous arrangement, 
gone with his mess to dinner at 2 o’clock—inteuding, of course, 
to return to the House the moment he had performed that most 
important duty. ‘This hë had done the more readily, as the gen- 
tleman from New York (Mr. BARNARD} was in the midst of a 
speech, and finding the arguments of his siomach much more 
strong and convincing than the arguments of that gentleman, he 
could not resist their force, and therefore went to his dinner. 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky thought the gentleman’s ex- 
cuse sufficient, and moved that he be excused without the pay- 
ment of his fees; which was carried. 

Mr. HOLMES of South Carolina. The excuse. that he had 
to offer was one of irresistible compulsion. He went for a mo- 
ment into the Senate, and found Mr. Wright addressing that 
body, and making an argument so profound, so luminous, and, 
so convincing, that he forgot every thing else, Excused on the 
payment of his fees, g 

Mr, LITTLEFIELD of Maine. The excuse of this gentle- 
man was not heard by the Reporter. He was, however, ex- 

cused by the payment of his fees, 

Mr. McKAY of North Carolina was a member of the select 
committee commonly called the Committee on Retrenchiment, 
and, by order of the House, they had leave to sit during the seg- 
sions uf the House, He made an appointment with the chair- 
man of the committee to go to one of the public Departments 
at 12 o’clock on business of the committee. The moment the 
business was completed, he returned to the House and found 
the doors closed. Mr. McK. being considered as absent on the 
business of the House, andin the iine of hisduty, did not need 
an excuse, and no question was put in bis case. 

Mr. McKEON confessed that he had no exeuse to offer either 
from business or sickness, but candidly confessed that he was 
in the Senate listening to a most splendid speech from Mr. 

Wright. Excused on ihe payment of fees. 

Mr. MEDILL boarded in the vicinity of the Capitol, and had 
made arrangements to go to dinner attwo o'clock, He thought 
thisarrangement enabled him to attend more assiduously to 
business, as it was necessary for bis health that he should dine 
at a regular hour, and as he came back refreshed from dinner, 
and uniiormly voted against all motions to adjourn. Excused 
onthe payment of his fe 

Mr. PICKENS was in ihe Senate listening to Mr. Wright. It 
had hitherto been the custom on the calls ot Honse to send 
to the Senate for members, and he therefore expected to be sent 
for, if a quorum wes wanted, Ashe was not sent for, he could 
not know that his attendance was wanted. Excused on the pay- 
ment 03 his fees. 

Mr. RUSSELL of Ohio, The first time he ever was sum- 
moned by the Sergeant-at-Arms. Lad always been regular in 
his attendance to his duties, Indisposed, and went to dinner. 
Excused without the payment cf fees. i 

Mr. SIMONTON was absent for a short time in attendance on 
his sick coi ue, [Mr. LAWRENCE ] Excused without the pay- 
ment of his fees, 

Mr. STHELDS of Alabama was listening to the powerful ar 
gumentof Mr. Wright on the loanbil! Became so interested 
as to find it Impossible to get away. Excused on the payment 
of tees. 

Mr. WATTERSTON of Tennessee went to dinner; no ex- 
cuse to offer; got a good dinner, and was willing to pay for it. 
Excused on the payment of fees, k 


gry, and went to his dinner; and, unlike the member fróni o 

came back and voted. for an adjoutnment, that othér membe 

might go and dine also. Poe TN ApoE Eg 
Mr, STANLY made a remark. not exactly heard; about hi 


vate Land Claims. K 

Mr. GURNEY said it was known tothe Speaker that Ke wag’ 
placed on the Committee of Elections; and he-had atiended ‘the: 
sittings of that committe every morning from ani early hour, 
-till the meeting of the House. It was impossible for ‘him 
to serve on any other committee, and attênd to- his"Gities' in 
that, : ý : 
Mr. ‘T. was excused, on the payment of his fees, 

Mr, CALHOUN, of Massachusetts, said that the sta 
health was such as to compel bis absence—was yet unwel 
cused without the payment of fees. 

Mr. KENNEDY, of Maryland, stated that at the time of the: ` 
call of the House, he was in another part of the Capitol, where 
he had been detained a short time by some of his constituents,” * 
and upon his return had found the doors closed. -He'‘hadno>” 
other excuse to ofler but this—that his absence was casual, and = 
that he had not been out-ofthe building, ~ a aa Gee 

Mr. CARY of Virginia was absent in the Senate; listening to. 
the powerful and interesting speech of Mr. Wricur, on ‘the:loan 
bill; and he must be permitted to'say that he passed the time: 
more profitably to his constituents,. and certainly more agree: 
ably to himself, than any day since the commencement of the’. 
session. -Had been uniformly as strict and regular in. his atten- 
tion to the duties of the House as any other member, -Excused 
on the pay ment of his fees. les Sarde kd 

Mr. GATES, of New York, pleaded indisposition and hunger: 
went to dinner. , Caen 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky asked the gentleman if it was” 
not usual for him to go go to dinner every day at two o'clock? 

Mr. G. was excused upon the payment of his fees. 

Mr. HUBARD of Virginia was in the Senate listening to the 
speech of Mi. Wrianr. Had no other excuse to offer, Ex- 
cused on the payment of his fees. oe d 

Mr. GRANGER of New York left the House at half past two 
o'clock, to go to the railroad cars to wait the arrival of ° 
a friend from Baltimore. Excused on the payment of his: 

ees, A : sent 

Mr. REDING being called on for an excuse, remarked. that.: 
twice during the present session of Congress ‘he. had teft thè 
House of Representatives to listen to.speeches in the other end 
of the Capitol; once to hear the farewell speech of the late dise !: 
tinguished Senator from Kentucky, [Mr; Clay,] and to-day to. 
listen to the very able and unanswerable speech of the distins 
guished and worthy Senator from New York, (Mr. Wright] i 
on the subject of the loan bill. -On the former occasion, almost ` 
every Whig member of the House was absent from his seat-to - 
listen to Mr. Clay; and although scarcely fifty members were in 
this hall, yet the business went on without interruption; while’ 
on the other occasion more than twice that number of members 
were in attendance, yet the business must be interrupted by a * 
call of the House. He regretted that the large number ‘af ` 
members who had thought it justifiable to listen: to Mr. Clay, © 
had not also Thonghtvit justifiable to ‘listen. to Mr. Wright. On 
the ayes andnoes Mr. R had lost but a single vote the present.’ 
session, and hedoubted whether any other member could say 
more illustrative of his punctual attendance onthe bueiness of ~ 
the House. 5 PAS 

Mr. DAWSON of-Louisiana was absent fora short. timeat . 
the Post Office Department, ‘on business. of his coristituentss~ - 
returned as soon as that was finished and found the doors: 
closed. Excused on the payment of his-fees. * 

Mr. MORRIS offOhio had been exceedingly. unwell for a few’ 
days past, and to-day went home much indisposed. Excused 
without the paymentof fees, ape 

Mr. TOMLINSON of New York made asimilar excuse, and 
was also making preparations to go home. Excused without 
the payment of fees. 

i Mr, ANDREWS, of Kentucky, offered the following reso. 
uton: 

Resolved, That all such members of the House as have not 
appeared in pursuance ofthe call of the House, and given sa- 
tisfactory excuses, shall be fined the amount of fees ofthe Ber- 
geant-at-Arms, subject to be released from the payment of the 
game on appearing hereafter and making such excuse as shall 
be deemed satisfactory to the House. 

Some conversation followed ona point of order. 

The SPEAKER decided the resolution to be in order. 

Mr. TURNEY moved that the House adjoum; which mo- 
tion (by ayes 68, naes 75) was rejected. i 

Mr. ARRINGTON offered the following amendment: 

“And thatthe Clerk be required.to publish with the procéed- 
ings of this call of the House the names of such members as 
have failed to vote onthe calls for the yeas and nays which have 
been made during the last month from this day. p 

Mr: ANDREWS moved the previous question on his reso- 
Tation. i 

Andthere was a second. 

And the main question was ordered. i 

Mr. BARNARD moved to lay the resolation and amendment. 
onthe table, which motion was rejected. 

The question recurring on the amendment — ` 

Mr. ARRINGTGN asked the yeas and nays; which werë re- 
fused. 5 

The question was then taken, and the amendment was te 
jected. 

And the resolution (by ayes 80, noes 53) was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, farther proceedings on the 
call were suspended. eg) E 5 y 
Ata late hour, and having spent two hours and forty minutes 

in the proceedings ofthe call, the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuurspay, April7, 1842. r 
Mr. YOUNG presenteda petition from citizens of the north- 
ern part of Hlinois, asking an additional grantof land to aid in 
the Gomipletion of theIHinois and Michigan canal; which was 
-referred to the Commitiee on Roads and Canals, 


: : + : $ 
“Mr WOODBRIDGE: presented ‘a: petition ‘from :citizensof 
Michigan City, praying ‘for the establishment of a: meit route 
frem. that. ‘city: to =—— Branch; which. was. referredto the 
‘Committee-on the Post Office and Post Roads. 5 
Mr. PRESTON presented the petition of Robert Miller, pray- 
“Sng ‘the reimbureément of the amount of certain. duty bonds 
which he. was compelled to:pay, owing to his inability. to pro- 
cure'legal evidence of having fulfitied their conditions; which 
was referred to. the Committee on Finance, -. -: ` 
Mt. BENTON presented a memoria! from inhabitants of 
Kinderhook, Pulaski, aad Wright counties, Missouri, praying 
‘fora new mail route; which was referred to. the Committee on 
the: Post Office and Post Roads, ; ` a P 
Mr. BENTON presented a copy of the proceedings of a De- 
mocratic meeting held in Saline county, Missouri, condemna- 
tory of the. measures and policy. of the dominant party in Çon- 
gress; which was laid on-the table and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BUCHANAN preserited.two memorials from the county 
of Dauphin, Pennsylvania, and one from ‘citizens of Pennsyl- 
vania gerievally, asking that, on the adjustment of the tariff, 
the duty on ironbe made equal to that of 1839, with a view to 
protection: referred to thé Committee on Manufactures. f 

-Alo ented a memorial from the county of Columbia, 
Pennsytvania, asking for protection to-American industry 
against the ruinous effects of foreign competition: referred to 
the Committee on Manufactures. è : 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the. memorial of the importers and 
dealers, of the city of New York, in watches, parts of watches, 
and jewellery generally, representing that the present duty of 
20 per cent. upon the importation of property of that descrip- 
tiom defeats the purposes of revenue, and subjects the fair deal- 
ers to'a competition with those who do not pay duties at all, and 
praying that the dury upon watches and jewellery generally 
may. be`so reduced, as to discourage smuggling in these very 
small and. very valuable articles, and in that way increase the 
revenue and protect the honest importer, as well as the domes- 
tic manufacturer of jewellery. He moved the reference of the 
memorial, without reading, to the Committee on Manufactures. 

Mr. WRIGIIT also presented two several petitions from the 
town of Bath, Steuben county, New York: the one signed by 
several hundred gentlemen,and the other by a very large number 
of ladies of that-town, praying a reduction of letter postage, and 
the liberty. to’transmit through the: maila newspaper or pam- 
phiet with (he name of the person sending it written upoa the 
margin, without the charge, of letter postage 

‘Mv. W, said he was proud to say he was personally acquaint- 
ed with some of the persons, of both sexes, whose names appear 
upon these petitions, and-that those’names, as well asthe source 
through which the papers had reached him, enabled him.to say 
that the highest respectability and weight should be attached to 
these communications, He hoped the committee would give 
them that weight. . 

A letter accompanying the petitions opened to him a new 
view of our present post office law, as a very great abuse; and 
his time had not permitted him to examine the Jaw, to form a 
judgment for himself upon this point, and enable him to deter 
mine whether the fanit was that of the law or its administra- 
tion. The faciss(ated were, that by the presen: construction of 
‘the post office law by the head of that Department, a mere 
name written upon tke margin of a newspaper, be- 
ing “the name of the person who sends it, subjects 
the paper to letter postage; and in case the person to whom 
a paper is thus.sent, declines to take i, and pay the postage 
thus demanded, thespostmaster at the office of delivery is ine 
structed to return the paper tothe office {rom whence it came, 
and the posumaster there is directed to proseente for apenalty of 
five dollars the person mailing the newspaper to his, or har, 
friend, with hisorher name written upon it, ‘The writer of the 
letter states that penalties have, within his knowledge, been re- 
covered in these cases, and he gives his owa experience as fol- 
Jows: Le says he takes, as a snbseriber, anewspaper published 
at the city of Albany in his State; that the paperalways comes 
to him with his name written upon it; that it bas been his habit, 
afler reading the paper, to transmit it through (he mail to a 
friend in his county, not (eeling able to subscribe for the paper, 
but willing and desirous to pay the mewspaper postage upon it 
for the opportunity to read it; that under this new construction 
ofthe law, he isnot permitted thus to accommodate his friend 
but by taxing bin with letter postage upon the paper, or sub- 
jecting himself toa penatty of five dollars lor merely mailing it 
to him, and (hat because the publisher has placed his rame upon 
it, to. show tothe postinaster of his village to whom the paper 
belongs, ‘ 

Mr, W, did hope this matter would occupy the early and in- 
slant ‘attention of the Committee on the Post Uflice and Post 
Roads, and he moved the reference of the papers to that com- 
mittee without reading. 

Mr. BAYARD: remarked that the Chairman of the Naval 
Committee fonnd that there was a great deal of out 
doors employment to procure information from the De- 
partments necessary for conducting the deliberations 
of that committee to correct ‘conclusions, Under 
such circumstances, the chairman, not having ev ent 
time to attend to'it himself, finda that the employment of a 
clerk for such a length of time as wiil be required to get the in- 
formation desired, is indispensable. u was utterly impossi- 
ble for the chairman to obtain all the informatien which is pe- 
cessary for the commitice, and attend to all his other duties. Fe 
moved therefore that the Committee on Naval Affairs be autho- 
rized to employ a clerk, who, when appointed, shall also act as 

such to the Committee on the District of Columbia 

Mr. MANGUM said that it was with almost inexpy te re- 
luctance that he had concurred in the desire of the chairman of 
the Committee ofthe District on Colnmbta, and thrown himself 
upon the Sen er sustenance. There was how a vast accu- 
mulation of onthe committee, and a great deal more 
will accumulate: ation of whieh the necessity 
for information from the Det was consiantly spring- 
ing up. Hfe could not find time tog the Department, and 

therefore needed some assistance by a clerk fora few weeks f r 

that purpose. 

Mr. KING 
stances, indeed, that 
clerk to the commit 
years past, that the pra 

had grown up; ever di 

pity existed, clerks to committees were usknown. The practice 
then was to divide the Jabor between the diferent members of 
the committee, and it was performed with alacrity. 

He hoped, if authority was now given to appoint a clerk, as 

‘Proposed, that the understanding ‘would be that the appoint- 


ked that it must be under peculiar circum: 
Fwou'd conse: he employment of a 

It was, he ; Ohly within a few 
ice of employ 


“ment should be considered 


iio ti rka W in our ex- 
iio time to appoint clerks.. when a retrenchment in our & 
penses was ay indispensable. “As to the Committee on the Dis- 


trict of Columbia, he did not know whether it wanted a clerk— 


he thought it could get along without one.” He was willing, ata ~ 


member ofthe committee, to attend to whatever part of the Ja- 
hors was assigned him. If it was necessary to have informa- 


tion from the Departments, it could be'procured much better, - 
- and more. correct; by communication: with the Departments, 


than through a clerk. He hoped the appointment of a clerk 
now would not be drawn intoa precedent for the continuation of 
such practice hereafter. aes à : 

After a few remarks by Messre. MANGUM and BAYARD in 
favor of the proposition, and by Mr. HENDERSON in favor, 
when a clerk was appointed, of compelling him to act to the 
full amount of his time to. such other committees as might re- 
quire his services. ve : . 

The question was put, and the proposition was agreed to. 

Mr. BENTON who did not understand that the question had 
been decided, called for the yeas and nays; but A 

The CHAIR Gid not entertain the motion, the decision of the 
question having been announced. , . 

The resolution of Mr. FAPPAN proposing to instruct the 
Committee on the Judiciary to reporta bill to indemnify 
Major General Andrew Jackson, the fine imposed on him in the 
discharge of his duty, was passed over informally. 

On motion of Mr. KING of Alabama, the bill reported back 
from the Committee on Claims, with an amendment, entivled a 
bill anthorizing the settlement and payment of certain claims 
of the State of Alabama, for advances made to her militia 
mustered into the service of the United States, was taken up as 
in committee of the whole, the amendment was concurred in, 
and the bill was reported to the Senate, and ordered to be en- 
groased for a third reading. : 

' The following engrossed bills and joint resolution were taken 
up, read the third time, and passed, viz: : 

The bill to confirm certain entries of land in the State of 
Louisiana, and to authorize the issuing of patentsfor the: 
same; A 

Trebill for the relief of Gearge Nix; A 

The bill authorizing the relinquishment of the 16th sections 
granted for the use of schools, and the entry of other lands in 
lien thereof; 3 

The bill for the relief of Enoch Hidden; and 

The joint resolution to authorize the extension of the contract 


for carrying the mail on the coute between Mobile and New ° 


Orleans. : 

The resolution of Mr. Presron, calling on the President of the 
United States for information in relation to the Oregon Territa- 
ry, such as had heen procured by the Exploring Expedition, 
came up in its order, 

Mr. PRESTON remarked that more practical information 
had been obtained by him from anothersource, which rendered 
the passage of this resolution unnecessary, and he therefore 
moved that it be laid upon the table; which motion was 
azreed to. i 

The joint resolution from the House of Representatives, re- 
scinding the joint resolution providing for the removal of the Jaw 
library of the Senate was taken np, and after a few remarks by 
Messrs. TAPPAN and PRESTON, showing that the room from 
which the library was removed was wanted for another pur- 
pose, and could not be dispensed with, and the room in which it 
was at present located was more conducive to the general con- 
venience, the question was taken on the resolution, and it was 


rejected, 
THE LOAN BILL. x 

The orders of the day bronght up the Joan bill as the unfinish- 
ed business of yesterday. ‘The questiap pending, being on Mr. 
WALKERS amendment to resore the kad funalto the public 
Treasury, and pledge the proceeds of tk ` 
interesiand redemption of the loan. 

Mr. EVANS asked the indulgence o 
Pennsyivania(Mr. BUCRANAN, who was e 
while he made an explanation of a matter which had not be- 
fore attracted his attention. Le alluded to the fourth section of 
the bill, which upon close examination, he found wasso word- 
ed as to beara construction which he was sure was not intended, 
By that section, asit now stands, it wouid appear as if the Se. 
cretary of the Treasury was to be precluded from seliing the 
stock at paras wel] asJor less than par without previously 
advertising the sale. Now he did notsuppose any one thought of 
precluding him trom accepting offers for the stock at par, when- 
ever he met with them, He had prepared a substitute for 
that section, which he would ask to be read for the mforma- 
ton of the Senator fram Pennsylvania, and Senators who might 
desire to cuter into the discussion, and he would at the proper 
time offer it as an amendment. He presureed it would not 
now be th order to putit in formas an amendment, another be- 
ing pening, unless the Senator Srom Mississippi (Mr. WALK: 
ER] whose amendment had. priority, would-admit of it. He 
wault, however, ask it to be read. i 

The intended amendment was then read as follows: 

Surike ontall after the enacting clause in the fourth section, 
aad insert— Š 
_ Src, 4, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he hereby 
is, authorized to dispose af the stock hereafter to be issued, or 
any part thereof, at its par value; but no part thereof shall be 
disposed of under par until the same has heen advertised a rea- 
sonable time, and proposa's for subscription to said loan iuvited; 
and the said Secretary is hereby authorized to accept such pro- 
posals, if he deem it for the interest of the United States so to do, 
as shul! cffer the highest price tor said stock or any part there: 
of or tc appoint an agent or agents, as provided in the third sec- 
tion of theact approved July <i, 1841, before recited, to nego. 
tiate the same: Procided, That no stock shall be disposed of at 
a lower rate than the highest price effered im said proposals. 

Mr BUCHANAN spoke an hour in favor of the amendment 
of Mr. Warxen which pledged and appropriated the proceeds 
of the sales of the public lands to the paymentof the principal 
and interest of the public debt. We shall give bis remarks at 
length at an early day. 

Mr. RIVES observed that the amendment proposed by the 
Senator from Mississippi, met his entire approbation. He 
would not have risen to occupy the attention of the Senate 
were itnot that be considered himself called upen to give same 
reasons ofa personal character why he felt bound to differ 
fram the friend with whom he usually aced. He did not 
conceive it necessary to enter upon the wide field of discussion 
involved in the consideration of foreign and domestic relations 
already so fully debated on various occasions, Indeed, he was 


satisfied these relations had arrived at a. stage where some de. ` 


temporary. “Thie certainly was p 


them on this floor. 


‘peculiarly proper in 
He didnot consider 
-or necessary to.say any thing on these topics. 


speaking of 
it advisable 
He would 


gree of. reserve” was 


“confine himself, and; indeed, he could wish the discas- 


Sion was confined to the all-important topic of sustain- 
ing the Government, and reinstating its credit. „He 
knew well that every member of the Senate had that 
sobject first at- heart, and that the only difference be- 
tween them was as to the means of accomplishing it. 
He was willing to-admit his own convictions frankly. He was 
satisfied that the adoption of the amendment proposed by the 
Senator from Mississippi, |Mr. Warrer] was vitally and inti- 
mately connected with the bestinterests of the country, and the 
preservation of the honor, - character, aud integrity of the Gò- 
verniment. Under these circumstances, he felt himself called 
upon to give it-his hearty and energetic concurrence; he would 
consider himself wholly inexcusable, if he did not. He was 
aware that the Senator from Indiana, (Mr. SmrrR,] who had 


“made a very able argument on the subject. of the land fund, as 


he always does on any topic he discusses, and other esteemed 
. friends with whom he generally concurred, considered this 
thing of a specific pledge all moonshine, The honorable 
Senator from Maine, ihe chairman of the Committee 
on Finance, seems to think: that to expect any 
pledge at all, is an imputation on the honor and integrity 
ofthe country. But Governments are like individuals in many 
instances, and, although unlimited confidence might be justly 
placed in the honor and integrity of an individual, in the com: 
mon occurrences of life, nobody would doubt the propriety and 
prudence of looking to his means of repayment, as well as to 
his character, in lending him money. So capitalists, on being 
asked for this loan, will look to the means of the Government, 
as well as to its character for punctuality and integrity. They 
will inquire into the moans it has of redeeming its promises, 
direct or implied, of good faith and repayment. Hence the im- 
portance is manifest of having an abundant revenue to exhibit 
its ability 10 meet all its engagemenis, The confidence 
of the capitalists will be in proportion to the abun- 
dance of revenue with which the Government is en- 
abled to meet its demands. If there was no other advantage 
to flow from the réstoration of the land fund, would it not have | 
the effect of enlarging the ability of the Government to redeem 
its promises and sustain its good faith with those capitalists, 
And how much more satisfactory would it be to those capita- 
lists, if the Government was empowered to make them the spe. 
cific pledge of the proceeds of the public domain, as a distinct 
and inviolable-fund for the security of both principal and in- 
terest. 

Now, with regard tothe doctrine maintained by the Senator 
from Indiana and the chairman of the Comnrittee on Finance, 
-that England had abandoned her system of specific pledges, an 
that this Government had never acted upon that principle, he 
hada few remarksto make, He believed a close-review ‘of 
the financial history of Great Britain, during the last and pre-, 
sent century, would show that it was the departure from that 
system by profligate and extravagant administrations, which 
had so overwhelmed England in public debt. Buteven under 
a load of indebtedness the establishment of the sinking fand, 
pledged forthe redemption of the debr, though by a very slow 
process, sustained the credit of the Government and enabled it 
to achieve its national objects, Here Mr. Rives entered inte a 
review of the loans negotiated from time to time by the Go. 
vernment ofthe United States, with a view of showing that a 
sinking fund was pledged as well as the good faith of the Go- 
vernment, and that the principle ofa specific pledge was en- 
joined by Mr. Jefferson and Mr. Hamilton, as an essential pro. 
vision for redemption in contractingaloan. In conformity with 
tais principle, in every instance, this Government had pledged a 
inking fund; therefore the chairman of the Finance Committee 
incorrect in saying it was a new thing to offer a specific 
In every instance the public faith was but a supple- 
at pledge, Mow, instead ofa sinking fund, orrather as a 
substitute for it, let the land fund be restored and pledged 
for the debt and interest, to be returned when the indebtedness js 
ali cleared off, and it will be considered the most satisfactory 
because the most specific pledge that can be offered. The 
public faithiwill be, as in former instances, supplemental to this 
pledge. Although the public faith may be pledged; and wti 
mately there cannot be adoubt that the pledge would be re 
deemed, yet in the present condition of the credit of the Govern- 
ment, and under the’ circumstances of its being seriously 
wounded by the protest ofits Treasury notes, ond the pressure 
thrown on those who hold them unpaid after they fall due, it 
must be perfectly obvious that a specific and. inviolable pledge 
of the proceeds of the public lands is necessary to restore con. 
fidence, and thatsucha pledge must operate immediately and 
effectually in restoring and reinstating the credit of the Govern- 
ment, ; 

Mi. EVANS begged leave to explain what he had said in re: 
gard to this being the first time the Government had been asked 
to offer a specific pidge. He was correct in the assertion, as 
he could Bot admit the pledges of the sinking fund to which the 
Senator from Virginia had alluded as any excepiion, Such 
pledges were not specific from the Government tothe creditor: 
they were only financial arrangements made by the Govern- 
ment itself, and subject to suspension whenever the exigencies 
of the Treasury required it. a 

Mr. RIVES understood the Senator very well; but he was 
mistaken in supposing that the sinking fund had net been made 
a specific pledge to the public creditor. If he wouid turm. to 
the Joan acts to which he had alluded, he would find the specific 
piedge given as partof the compact with the lender. Mr. R 
went atlarge into the subject, quoting many of these acts, and 
pointing panie specications: A 
_ He nextadverted to the power of raising a sufficiey 
incgpendent of the land fund, to meet the ordinary EROR 
Government, and, atthe same time, to make provision for the 


interest on the debt, and for the ultimate redemptjor 

itself. He showed by statisties derived from AI ania 
that there was no possiblity, by any adjustment of the tari 
that could be devised, of raising more shan twenty three mil 
lions of revenue from customs. He took the average ofiwent ; 
five years, from 1816 to 1841 inclusive, and showed that the ra 
venue from custome did not exceed twenty millions amually; 
and in this was included thepericd of double duties when bre 
hundred per cent. tariff was paid. The only year w hich had 
exceeded thirty milions was 1616, immediately after the war, 
when the former imporis had been entirety exhausted 
during’ the war, and commefce interrupied- The im- 
ports, consequently, were, for one or two yeara, excessive: 
butstill the average revenue of the high tariff periods did not 


exceed, onthe whole, twenty millions annually from customs. 
Nothing even now but the reduction of the free list, and such 
an adjustment ashe had lately suggested, could justify the hope 
that twenty. three millions of revenue could be raised from cus- 
toins:-. To go beyond that, he. considered utterly impossible. 
Duties niay be raised.as high as gentiemen please, but they 
will not bring in more revenue. They will become prohibito. 
ry, but not productive. In taxation, the ordinary arithmetic of 
two and two making four, willnot hold good—for the addition 
commonly makes but one. Then, as not more than tweuty- 
three millions ofrevenue can be raised to sustain the Govern: 
ment, which is expending twenty-six millions, how can capita- 
lista be satisfied thatthe public faith can be available as secu- 
rity for their loans? The only confidence that can- be infused 
into them is that inspired by a specific pledge of the proceeds 
of the public lands and the determination of the Government to 
adjust its expenditures according to its actual means, 

He next adversedto the modification of the fourth section 
of the billas proposed by the chairman of the Committee on 
Finance, and, although the disapproved of the whole plan of 
advertising the credit of the Government to the highest bidder, 
he thought the modification a great improvement.. 

In conclusion he invoked his friends—tbose with whom he 
generally acled-—-to come forward in support of the amend- 
ment offered by the Senator from Mississsippi [Mr. WALKER.] 
He'called upon them to do it asa matter of inevitable necessity, 
eventhough at variance with the established opinions as to the 
rights of the States. He told them that it was the only effec- 
tual means of saving the Government from degradation--the 
only means of insuring unanimity of councils—and the only 
means of settling the increasing agitation of the question of 
repeal, 

The debate was continued by ‘Messrs. SIMMONS and 
RIVES till four o’clock, when Mr. SMITH of Connecticut ob- 
tained the floor, but the hour. being late, he requested an ad- 
journment, which was acceded to, and 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
THURSDAY, April 7, 1842. 

The Journal of yesterday was read, and, after a brief conver- 
sation between Mr. BLACK and the SPEAKER, wasapproved. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Kentucky, on leave given, from the se- 
lect committee to which had been referred sundry resolutions 
of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, 
in relation to the establishment of an agency 1n that State for 
the inspection and manufacture of water rotted hemp for the 

“use of the Navy of the United States, made a report favorable 

to tliat object; which was Jaid on the table and ordered to be 
rinted. ` 

r On motion of Mr. JOSEPH R. INGERSOLL, the unfavora- 

ble report of the Committee of Ways and Means of the Ist in- 

stant, on the petition of the Summit Coal and Railroad Com- 

pany, was recominittedto the Committee of Ways and Means. 

On leave given, Mr. J R. INGERSOLL presented the reso- 
lution of a meeting heldin the city of Philadelphia, in favor of 
the protection of home industry. 

FOREIGN STEAMERS, 

Mr, KENNEDY of. Maryjand asked leave to make a report 
from the Committee of Commerce. 

Objection being made— 

Mr, KENNEDY moved that the rules be suspended for the 
purpose of enabling him to make a report, g 

The motion having prevailed, and the rules being suspended 
therefor— - 

Mr. KENNEDY, from the Committee on Commerce, re- 
ported.a bill to prevent the transportation of passengers or Jet» 
ters coastwise by foreign shipsor vessels. 

The bill isin the following form: 

A BILL to prevent the transportation -of passengers or letters 
coastwise by foreign ships or vessels. 

Beit enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That, from and after the passage of this act, it shall not be law- 
ful for any ship, steam packet or other vessel, belonging wholly 
or in part to a subject or subjects of any foreign power orstate, 
to receive on board and carry for pay, hire, or reward any pas- 
senger or passengers from any one port or district inthe Uni- 
ted States to any other portor district therein, Nor shall any 
such ship, steam packet or other vessel receive on board and 
carry as aforesaid, from any one port or district in the United 
States to any other port or district therein, any letter or letters, 
addressed to persons within the United States, except such let- 
ters as may concern the cargo or lading of such ship, steam 
packet or other vessel, or be directed and addressed to the con. 
signee or agentthereof, Provided, That this act shall notappiy 
to. such passengers as may arrive inthe United States on board 
such ship, steanrpacket, or oiher vessel from foreign parts; nor 
shall it extend to ships, steam packets or other vessels navigat- 
ing the lakes or the river Si, Lawrence: And, also, provided, 
That this actshall not be construed to repeal or impair any Jaw 
now in force relating to {henavigation of the United States or 
the regulations for the delivery of letters. i 

Sac. 2. And aeit further enacted, That for every infrac- 
tion or evasion of this act the captain or commander of such 
ship, steam packet or other vessel shall forfeit and pay, for the 
use of the United States, one thousand dollars ; which penalty 
or forfeiture shal] be sued for, recovered, and accounted for, 
and may be mitigated or remitted, in the same manner and ac- 
cording to the provisions ofthe revenue laws ofthe Uniied 
States in other cases of fines and forfeitnz 

The bill having been read twice by its title, was referred to 
the Committes of the Whole on the state of the Union, ander- 
deredto be printed. 7 

INTERNATIONAL COPY-RIGHT, 

Mr. MeKEON, on leave given, introduced the following re- 
solution, which was adopied oe 

Resolved, That the Pr nf of the United $i 
ouested to communicate to this House Gf notincompatuble with 
the public interest) all correspondence between this Govern. 
ment andthe Government of Grout Britam in relation to an in- 
ternational law of copy-ri i 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the House resolve itself into 
Commitee of the Whole on the siate of the Union. 

Mr. SHIELDS moved thatthe reles of ihe House be sus- 
pended for the purpose of enabling him to offer a resolution. 

The SPEAKER said there was a motion to suspend the rales 
(i. e. to go into commitice) already pending ` If that were 
voted dawn, the gentleman could submit his motion. 

The question was then taken on the motion of Mr, FILLMORE, 
and it was decided in the affirmative. 


a 


tes be re- 


=f 


CONGRESSIONAL. GLOBE. 


the state of the Union, (Mr. THompson of Indiana in the chair.) 
IRON WAR STSAMER,. ` 

Mr. ADAMS called the attention of the committee to the fact 
that the bill providing for the construction of an iron war 
steamer for harbor defence, which had been laid aside-to be. re- 
Ported to the House, had not yet been reported. 

For the expedition of the business of the-House, and particu- 
larly of this bill, (which was one of pressing emergerncy,) he 
would suggest thatthe committee rise aid report the bill—then 
to return into committee for the purpose of resuming the conbi- 
deration of the general appropriation bill. E 

After a brief conversation the suggestion was acceded to, - | 

And the commitice roseand repsrted the ‘said bil) -without 
amendment to the House. 


GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The CHAIRMAN resumed his seat, and the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union again proceeded to the con- 
sideration of the bil} making appropriations for the civil and 
diplomatic expensesof the Government for the year 1842, 

The pending quesiion being on the motion of Mr. THOMPSON 
of Mississippi to amend item No. 196, (which appropriates 
money for the compensation of marshals,) by adding $200 for 
the salary of the marshal of the Southern District of Missis- 
sippi— 

And the question being taken, the amendment was agreed to, 

The following item being under consideration— 

“ No. 198. For defraying the expenses of the Supreme, Cir- 
cuit, and District Couris of the United States, including the Dis- 
trict of Columbia; also, for jurors and witnesses, in aid of the 
fands arising from fines, penalties, and forfeitures incurred in 
the year eighteen hundred and forty-two and preceding years; 
and, ‘likewise, for defraying the expenses of suits in which the 
United Sta'es are concerned, and of prosecutions for offences 
committed against the United States, and for the safekeeping 
of prisoners, inclufing expenses under the bankrupt Jaw, and 
also including thirty thousand dollarsarrearages for last year, 
four hundred and seventy-five thousand dollars.” 

Mr. McCLELLAN moved the following amendment: 

“ Provided, however, ‘that the District Attorney of the 
Southern District of New York, and the clerk of the District and 
Circuit courts of said district shall not at any time hereafter re- 
tain of their fees and emoluments any sum or amount whatso 
ever under pretence of compensation to their deputies; nor 
shall they, or either of them, retain, under any “pretence what- 
soever, more than the following sums of their fees and emolu- 
ments, including the fees and emcluments of the clerk. under 
the act entitled ‘An act to establish a uniform sysiem of bank- 
ruptey throughout the United States, passed August 19th, IBAT; 
said District Attorney may retain six thoysand dollars per year 
for himself, and said clerk maygretain fgnr thousand five hun- 
dred dollars per year for himself, and ajso such office expenses 
as may be allowed by the Secrethry ofthe Treasury, not to ex- 
ceed as to either of said offices iĝ said Mistrict the sum of three 
thousand dollars per year, and sall pay the residue of their fees 
and emoluments into the Treastfry ofthe United Siates, and said 
District Attorney, clerk, and mérsha! shall render to the > ecre- 
tary of the Treasury, nat accon oaths, in such form as he shall 


prescribe, a semi annual accoust gall fees and emoluments. re- 
ceived or earned by them or eifhgt of them; and the allowance 
for compensation to the deputidsgf said marshal shall hereafter 
be made vy the Secretary of thegrreasury instead of said court, 
who shall require a statement under oath, from said marshal 
that snch sums so claimed to be allowed for said der:uties have 
actually and in good faith been paid to them. And provid- 
ed further, That the Clerk of the District Court of said ct 
shaifaiso be Clerk of the Circuit Court in avd for the same: and 
that it shall not be lawful to appoint to said offices or continue in 
the same a distinct person fer each office; And provided, fur- 
ther, That hereafter it shall not be Jawfui for either of said 
officers to demand and receive any other or greater fees for 
services rendered by them respectively than now are, or 
hereafter may be, allowed by the laws of the said State of New 
York to the clerks, attorneys, and counsel, and sheriffs in the 
Supreme Court of said State, in which like services are ren- 
dered ** 

My, FILLMORE raised a qnestion-of order. This was nat a 
bill to regulate judicial proceedings, but to make appropria- 
tions for judges and the expenses of courts. 

Mr. McCLELLAN justified his amendment on the ground 
that the emoluments of the officers to whom his amendment 
related, were fixed and regulated by the appropriation of 
1dil. ` : 

‘The CHAIRMAN decided that the amendment was in order. 

Mr. P:LLMORE appealed, He was aware that the retiring 
party of 18il—when “the sceptre was depariing from Judah??-- 
had adepted a provision ja the appr priation i 
receipts of their p al 
ceeggied; but he deem 
Mr. McCLELLAN 
1841, by the appoin 


atan 


tof two clerks. w 
zcess of CX 


tain in addition to their preserihed 
dment conemplared the curing eff ube ex- 


sere to be thase 


original | 
one ofa 


by 
| yetorm.? ment 
proposed to cat oF chat, and fo fix the fe Lot the Supreme 
Court fox the government of the clerk, district attorney, and 
marshal. An amendment, eee a gentleman from 
Kentucky, (Mr. Unvexwoon,] in the fast appropriation bill, in 


twelve 
aery of *retrencement a 


So the House resolved itselfinte Committee of the Whole on » 


~ enough would be brought into the Treasury tó pay th 


the clerk; district attorney; and marshal a large and bers 


relation to the post office at New Ý 
Treasury $15,000—enough-to. pay: i 
General antl all hisassistants—if this amendment were 


two judges of the United States Cirevit' Court, besides 


pensation for their services. If, however, it should be 
dndif the question of order was to ride dowa every: 

for retrenchment and reform, he should have the satisfaci 
knowing that he-had done his duty in presenting the subject: 
the attention of the committee and the Judgment of the z i 


Mr. GWIN wished to make a'sin 


courts in Mississippi. 
The increase of business in 


ay- 
I know not how the`law 
operates elsewhere, but it must be most oppressive to thë mar- 
shals and clerks ju Mississippi.] 

Mr. J. C. CLARKE said there was no donbt, if the things 
stated by the gentleman from New York (Mr. MOCLELLAN] 
were true, they ought to be remedied; but he understood they 


ing expenses under the Jaw of 1841, 


were under the Investigation ot a committee. He’ then, 
in allusion to the division of the clerkships in the ‘circuit an 
Gistrict courts of New York, dented that it had been done by 
Judge Beus, and said that it had been done by Judge Th smpson, 
under the act of 1639; and if this amendment should prevail; it 
would repeal thatact. With respect.to the fees, he stated that 
the opinion of Mr. Attorney General Crittenden had been taken, 
and they had his authority for taking’the fee bill of the court of 
errors, by which he instructed them they were bound. And: it 
must be remembered that he amount did not go into the pockets 
of the clerks beyond their fixed compensation, $ i 

Mr. McCLELLAN said the law of 1839, did not operate un. 
til after the passage of the appropriation bill of 1841, and ‘then 

only by a forced construction, which was given to it. Congress 
never intended to sever the two offices. His amendment, how- 
ever, proposed to limit an-existing appropriation, and was that 
out of order? ; 

Mr. J. Ç.. CLARK saidhe had been informed that the ques- 
tion of the power to appcinttwo clerks had been settled by the 
Supreme Courrt, on a mandamus, the court deciding that the 
right existed to appoint two clerks, D Tas 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON said this question.of order had been 
debated in this House for the last four or five years; and it was 
somewhat strange (hat the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means shouid have taken anappeal, for when the question 
of restricting the public printing was brought before the House, 
and it was said that it wasal! wrosg to introduce.a restriction 
on an appropriation bil, the chairman oF the Committee of 
Ways and Means insisted that it was ali right. - He madé rome 
allusion to the appointment, by one of the Judges ofthe New 
York court, ofa brother to one ofthese clerkships, and abro“ 
ther-inlaw to the other, by which the family obtained double 
salary, since the passage of the act of 1841. Now he hoped 
the House would sustain the amendment, and thereby put 
a restriction upon them. 

Mr. MORGAN said the gentleman from Tennessee was mis- 
taken; one of the clerks was appointed by Judge Thornpson, 
anq the other by Judge Betts. sa 

The question was thentaken on the appeal, and the decision of 
the Chair wass ined as the judgmeut of the House; and the 
amend nent wa n adopted, 

J INGERSOLL moved to reduce the appropriation 
00 for the general expenses of the Judie 
were monstrous and unaccountable: 
4, and °15, when he had the honor of a 
item of expense was §40,000, which, is 
The population was not then more. than: one- 
umber now, but that was a periad of war, and of 
t ternal taxation, and there were difficulties“of va. 

; kinds, which thronged the courts with business. But to 
show the progress of these. expenditures, he read the following 
statement: gi 
Salaries of Judges, 

Marshals . 


ttorney General, District Attorneys,-and ` 
pa ate a es. $136,316 


= 75:06 
Expenses of courts, &: z - - 478.00 
Printing records of Sapreme Court - : ees 
Reporter : š : i Tle 000 
Bocks - ` - - - - PE 
i l $610,683 
3i 3 of Courts, e inm ` 
Espens onis $225,000 
40.080 183 ` 
40.090 
150.020 
150,000 
a 149 560 | 
a 
99,90 Ki 
192000 5.600 


2 
Mr. 1. woùldaddalittie, also, he said, as to the item of sevre» 


r; States. a 
rator he Sy Register’s account of 1830, page 29, 


oF - 89.500 Pennsylvania ` $28,000 
MAE aiis - 18.000 Mi yland | + » 11,000 
` Rhode Island - 8600| Virginia `- + 114,008 


ida 0 =, wie 000: 
Districtof Columbia. 45,216 


cords = 3,00 
“Same in 1838," In 1840> 0-0 * i +. 6,782 
poke notin disparagement of the judges of any of these 


ibut he felt bound to speak without. hesitation, that he 
g public animadversion to bear upon itas a public 
, because he was sure the judges might and couid cor- 
Much of the evil might be remedied by the judges sit- 


rain number of days in the yeat, instead of opening 


ME angle 


and osing their cagrts daily, and then paying the marshals, ` 
ffs, 


and tipstafis,-and witnesses, and jurors, and attorneys, and other 
persons, their full per diem.- He held np the example of Judge 
Gridley—who presided at the trial‘ of McLeod for the murder of 
Durfee atthe burning of the Cardline, who did not just open 
his court and adjourn, but did a day’s business in a.day—to all 
presiding judges. - And what was trué of the courts was also 
trae of Congress, He had’ brought with him a comparative 
statementofthe expenditures of Congress, and hê found that 
in the administration of Washington, during his eight years, 
Congress-sat forty-eight months, or one half of the whole time. 
Hetisd taken no more than the administrations of Washington 
and Jefferson, and he found they sat as many months as at the 
present period.. In Washington’s first term ‘there were three 
sessions, and their sessions, as of those of his second term, as 
well as those of Jefferson’s, were as follows: 
First Congress. A 
Firat session, from March 4 to September 29, 1789, at New 
York, seven months nearly d 
Second session, at- New York, from January 4 to August 12, 
1790; sevr months and more.” 
Third’ session, at Philadelphia, from December 6, 1790, to 
March 3, 1791. 
irst: Congress, seventeen months of the twenty-four. 
t ` Second Congress. 
Fisst séssion, from October 24, 1791, to May 8, 1792, seven 
months'and a half, : Bare 
Recond session, from November 5, 1792, to March 2, 1793, four ` 
months, °° j ; i : 
Second Congress, eleven months, A 
po Third Congress. 
Hite: seesion, from December 2, 1793, to June 9, 1794, seven 
months. i a i 
Petite session, from November 3, 1794, to March 3, 1795, four 
months. $ 
Third Congress eleventh months. 
Fourth Oungress. 
Firat sesaion, from December 7 to June 9, six months, 
Recond session, from December 5 to March .3,. three 
months. 
Fourth Congress, nine months, g 
Washiagiows eight years, forty-cight months of ninety-six— 
one-half, 


Jefferson, : 
Firatsession, from December 7 to May 3, five months. 
Second session, from December 6 to March 3, three months. 
“Bight months. 
Second Congress, 
First session, from October 17 to March 26, five months. 
Second session, from November 5 to March 3, four months, 
Second Congress, nine months, 
: Third Congress. 
First session, from December 2 to April 1, four and a. half 
months. ry ve 
Second session, from December 1 to March 3, 

months, ° 

Third Congress, seven months. 

Fourth Congress. 

First session, from Otrober 26 to April 25, six montha.` 

Second session, from November? to March 3, four months. 

Fourth Congress, ten months, 

Thirty-four months of uinety-six—one third. 

Now it was simply by stealing time that these enormous ex- 
penses had been incurred, and a vast portion of the odium now 
Visited.on Congress had been deserved; for without intending to 
give offence, he mustsay it was deserved. Why, like children, 
when they got alitle hungry, they must go to eat; bur if they 
Would sit once or twice a week seven or eight hours a day, there 
would he no necessity for the previous question, nor any neces- 
sity to'smugale through any appropriation, So also of the Ju- 
diciary: If they would sit a liile longer, the $t 6,000 which he 
Proposed to strike out might be.saved. tle supposed $150,000, 
now added to this bill, was. in contemplation of the bankrupt 
act; but he would not allow it, because he thought litigation 
should be made to bear its own expenses. Then, again, for 
some reason, which he trusted was a good one, Congress had 
paid for printing the records of the Supreme Court. . Now it 
struck him that bankrupts and suitors should pay their own ex- 

onses. 

p Mr. RHETT rose to correct the gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia, He, as a suitor in the Supreme Court, had been called 
upon to pay $80 for printing about seventy pages, and he under- 
stood it was the practice to compel suitors to pay for the printing 
in their own cases, 

Mr. INGERSOLL said he found that the expense of printing 
was more than a hundred per cent. more than it was some years 
ago. And what was the cure for this? Simply this body call- 
ing public attention to it asa gritvanco. He meant no disre- 
spect to the Judiciary; bnt a reform should be effected, as a 
right anda duty. A judicial day should have more hours in it 
than it had had of laie. Tt had been the custom to laugh at all 
attempts to reduce expenses; but this ought not to be so, In 
taking the sum which he had mentioned, he had taken one at 
rendom; but he had mentioned a sum which he believed might 
he saved. 

Mr. FILLMORE, after expressing himself indifferent, so far 
as he was personally concerned, to the result of the motion, pro- 
ceeded to make some explanations of the course taken by the 
committee, and especially by himself, to obtain information in 
detail in relation to the estimates for this appropriation, which, 
he said, had struck the committee as being an enormousamount. 
That information it was found impossible to obtain short of two 
or thiee months. . 

„The evil (Mr. F. contended) could not be corrected in this 

iL.” TE contained an appropriation which was provided for by 
Which had been on the statute book for forty or fifty 
“St-was apparent that an increase la these expenditures 


three 


had been going on fer two:or three years past: with-enor! 


i å alarge increase of prosecutions. = 
waron Pee nAdersiood to advert to another evil, arising 
from the multiplication of suits in-cases:where suits might be 
í Hidated, w. $ oe me Sarco g 
he remedy ‘for these evils lay-deeper. than any ‘thing which 
„could be: done. in this biti.. In the firstplace, it was necessary 
to take, from. the district attorney. his per diem allowance when 
he had nothing to de, and was devoting his time to other mat- 
ters. In the second place, he must be required to bring one 
suit only, where that could be done. And, in the third place, 
when he did not recover his costs, no costs should be paid to 
him from the Treasury, In this. way, not only wouid his enor- 
mous fees be much curtailed, but there would be agreat saving 
in the fees. of marshals, clerks, jurors, &c. This was the con- 
clusion to which the Committee had come, and they had thought 
it impossible to apply the corrective in this bill. 

Mr, F. alluded to a'call which had been made, bya resolu- 
tian of thè House, on the proper law officer of the Government 
for a report on this subject. He (Mr. F.) hoped that the report 
would soon be made—that it would be immediately referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, and that proper legal pro. 
visions would be enacted for the purpose of correcting these 
great evils. Sees 8 Bae se 2 

The appropriation in this bill was considerably more than 
that for the last year. This increase (Mr. F. was understood 
to say) was attributable, first, to the fact that there was a defi- 
ciency of upwards of $30,000 in the appropriation of last year; 
and, secondly, to tte fact of additional appropriations necessary 
to carry out the provisions of the brankrupt law. 

Mr. F. introduced a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury 
(which was read) to show- that this appropriation could not 
be reduced. x 

He (Mr. F.) expressed his entire concurrence in all that had 
been said by the gentleman from Pennsylvania {Mr. INGERSOLL] 

as to the importance ot legislation on this subject; and he trust- 
ed that when the report from the Department came init would 
receive the early consideration of the House, 

Mr. ADAMS, referripg to the cage of the “Amistad” negroes, 
desired to be informed by the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and. Means Mr. FILLMORE) whether that committee had 
informed themselves of the amount of the charges of the dis- 
trict attorney and. the marshal of the. State of Connecticut for 
the expense of the maintenance of those negroes for the space of 
two years; and the additional expenses of the district attorney 
himself for charges for his services in carrying throuzh that 
prosecution, and for the additional counse) employed for the 
purpose of adjudicating that those negroes were slaves, muti- 
neers, and murderers? 

Mr. A. believed that the increase of thisitem of expenditure 
in the years 1840, 41, and probably *42, might be very conside- 
rably accounted for by the expenses incurred in that matter. 

Mr. FILLMORE (scarcely heard amidst the noise in the Hall) 
was understood to say that the committee never looked into 
the items, except to see whether they could not reduce them, 
and correct someevil in the expenditure. The objects of ex: 
penditure the committee supposed to belong properly to other 
committees. 

Mr. M. A. COOPER said it had been his intention to make 
precisely the same motion as had been submitted by the gen- 
tleman from Pennsyivania, [Mr. INGERSOLL ] He, Mr. C. felt 
greatly obliged tothe gentleman for what he had said, and all 
that he intended ‘odo was to say something in further illustra- 
tion of the enormous increase of these expenditures. If thére 
was a subject which was full of interest to, and ought to at- 
tract the attention of, every friend of economy in this body, it 
was this, 

He was disposed to think that the Committee of Ways and 
Means had not given to this item the careful consideration 
which they had bestowed on other parts of the bill. He desired 
to call attention to what had been the progress of these expen- 
ditures for some years past, and he would refer, for the items, 
to his own memoranda before him, He had not, however, 
gone further back than the year 1834, when the expenditures 
under this head comroenced with railroad speed. 

Mr. C. here read variausstatements connected with these ex- 
penditures, (which the Reporter has not,) commenting upon 
them as he proceeded. 

Mr. C. then passed to the letterof the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, (above referred (o,) of which he complained, as not go- 
ing into particulars, or being sufficiently explicit. and distinct. 
Mr. C. also adverted particularly to the fact of an increase of 
appropriations for the purpose of carrying out the provis‘ons 
of the bankrupt Jaw, which he desiznated as a tax of one hun- 
dred thousand dollars annually to -help genllemen to repudiate 
their debts, k K "g 

Mr. C. would call the attention of the House to the admis- 
sions of the chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
{Mr Fiurarore,) While he professed that these expenditures 

Were enormous, and rapidly increasing, he now proposed to ex- 
ceed the highest-a Yount that had ever been given hefore, 

Mr. ARNOLD rose to a question of order. “Was it iù order 
to go into a discussion on the bankrupt law? Ifso, he should 
0 Into that subject, 

The CITAIRMAN said he did not understand the gentieman 
from Georgia {Mr.Ccoper] as going into a discussion of the 
bankrupt law; but merely as referring to an item of additional 
appropriation for the purposes of m ung the expenses attend- 
ing the execution ofthe bankrupt law. 

Mr. ARNOLD. Is that in order? 

The CHAIRMAN, iis, 

Mr. COOPER said the gentleman had mistaken the simple 
statement of a fact for an argument. 

After afew general remarks, My. C. concluded. 

[The SPEAKER took the Chair, informally, to receive— 

A message in writieg from the President of the United 
States, by the hands of Joun TYLER, jun esq. his private se- 

etary. 

Also, a message fram the Senate, by A. Dickens, esq. secre. 
tary, informing the House of the passage of certain private bills 
by that body, of its concarrence in certain amendments 
of this House to other bills, and of the neneoncurrence 
of the Senate in the joint resolution of this House rescind- 
mg the joint resolution providing for the removal of the law 
ibrary. p : 

The CHAIRMAN then resumed his seat] > 

Mr. PICKENS (after a. remark notheard by the Reporter) 
said. if the gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. ADaMs} sun- 


posed that the Executive had incurred the expenses connected _ 


mous - 
. rapidity. - Probably ‘one cause of the. increase might be found 
; inthe T abaetaments which had pervaded the country, and 


this item was classed. The chairman | 


ith the Amistad captives unnecessarity, ha begged leave to say 
that ‘the facts of the Case were very simple, and he had nothing 
more to do to vindicate the conduct of the Executive than to 
state them. Fe then briefly referred to the history of the case 
of the Amistad negroes, and said that the Executive could have 
done no otherwise in relation thereto, and that it wasa proper 
i diture, A Y 
a cele trator in his opinion, in which the Executive 
was blamable was, that be did notexecule the treaty of 785, 
and comply with the Spanish request, in delivering up those 
oie BARNARD said he apprehended that gentlemen had not 
considered the. vast.extentof the judicial system of the United | 
States, and the necessary expenses to be incurred in the appli- 
cation of that system. It did-not seem to be well considered | 
that the judicial system of the United Stateaextended over 
twenty six States of the Union, three Territories, and the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and we had a Supreme Court consisting’ of 
nine judges, each holding, according to law, two circuits in a 
year. Here was the simple fact stated by the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania {Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL] that the expenses of the 
judicial system in New York city and the District of Columbia 
alone amounted to about $100,000, excluding the expenses 
of the Supreme Court. Whether this was.too much or 
too little he was not prepared to say withvut some ex- 
amination. The expenses in these two places must necessarily 
be immense. . : 

` Was the gentleman from Pennsylvania, or any other member, 
prepared to say that for the year to come, and without any łe- 
gisiation on their part to reduce the necessary expenditures, 
this sum, as proposed by the Committee of Ways and Means, 
was too large? If so, how much much too large? The gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania struck, he had said,atrandom. He 
thinks the amount $100,000 too Jarge. Why not guess it was 
too large by $200,000 or #309,000? He (Mr. B.) confessed he- 
did not like random legislation, and it was particularly unfor- 
tunate to apply random Jegislation tothe subject of the Judi. 
ciary. Would they have the courts stopped for want of the 
necessary means to carry them on?’ And if so, where! 

He was disposed to believe that by a proper system, adoptéd © 
after careful examination of the whole subject, and by the adop» 
tion of proper checks of expenses, now lelt so much to the dis 
cretion of district attorneys and subordinate officers, that thia 
system of expenditure might be reduced a very considerable 
sumn—perhaps to one-third of its present amount; but, because 
that was his opinion, he would not vote for this amendment, 
They had not adepted the means by which they were to bring 
down thisamount. It was they who wereto do it. He could 
suggest a single item that would bring down the amount great- 
ly; that was, that the bills now to be examined by the district 
judges, and which occupy so much of their time, should be ex- 
amined, as, for instance, for marshal’s fees, by the clerk. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL was understood to say that this was . 
the case in the. courts of Penosylvania. S 

Mr. BARNARD. If it wasso, it was not tequired, and it was 
not done in the District of Columbia. He had understood the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania to complain that the judges did 
not hold their courts Jong enough during the day. There were 
no nine dray horses that performed more labor, according to 
their physical capacity, than the nine judges of the Supreme 
Court during its sessions. i 

They bad thislarge judicial system extending all over the 
United States. The expenses of it ought to be cut down, but 
not in this way; it was not the proper place for this onanap-* 
propriation bill. They had just passed an amendment which, 
i ventured to say, would be exceedingly mischievous-in its 
effects. J 

The CHAIRMAN called the gentleman to order, as discuss- 
ing an amendment which had already been adopted. 

Mr. BARNARD had not entered on the discussion of that 
amendment, but alluded to it by way of mere illustration, to 
show that ifthis course of hasty legislation were pursued, they 
would go on from one evil to another. The gentleman ihad 
said that the courts.must sustain themselves, Did the sentles 
man suppose that the judicial system could be supported by 
the taxes, fines, &c. received by the courts, without appropria. 
tions? He referred toan item of expense of the courts, that of 
printing the records, showing its great importance, and contend- 
ing that although it occasioned considerable expense, it could 
not be dispensed. with. He knew that propositions to retrench 
expenses In any quarter, in the present composition of parties, 
were very Jikely to be adopted. He was in favor ofall possible 
and proper yeirenchment, but'was opposed to this moce.. He - 
thought it dangerous, leading to infinite mischief, and beginning 
at the wrong end. They were told by the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means that this subject was under investi- 
gation—that it had heen sent to the proper officer of this Go. 
vernment, and in due time it would be reported in a manner 
in which it might intelligibty he acted on, and in that way a 
sane and proper reform: and retrenchment might be effected. 

i Mr. McKEON obtained the fioor; and yielded for explana- 
jon to 

Mr. ©. J. INGERSOLL. who said he believed, with the gen- 
teman from New York, (Mr. BARNARD, } that the proper mode 
of accomplishing this object of reduction ofexperditure would 
be to report a bill on the subject at Jarge; bur, he said, unless 
the object was effected in the manner he had proposed, it was 
certain that it would aot be effected at all. He referred to the 
estimate of tif Secretary for this object, saying that it was a ` 
matter of conjecture with him, as was the amendment which he 
(Mr, 1.) had proposed, 

The gentleman from New York had made ay allusion to the 
Supreme Courtof the United Statea. 
the country who was a warmer friend of thestability, the inde- 
pendence, audi the honor of 
Judiciary of the United States in all its branches, than he (Mr, 
1.) was. Jt wastor the purpose of saving them from the abu, 
sesof their subordinates, for calling their atiention to the sub." 
ject, as they had a right to do here, for endearing them in the 
community, for roóting them in public affection and support, 


amendment. 


aling the attentio 
ef the Committee to the resolution adopted by the House, "10 È 


sirike from the biil all the contingent appropriations in it. Now 


A Has A uo 80 far as to affect: 
thisappropriation. Hisown Opinion was that it did, and he 


In the debates debates preceding ` 


n of the Commitee ofS 
Ways and Means had that item in his list, and. Me Mek hime 


ze 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


. Nelf-made.out and redda list in which it wasincluded. It was, 
: therefore, he believed, the understanding- of the Housè, when 
the resolution he referred to. was adopted, that this item should 
bestriken out. He submitted to the Chair whether fié was cor- 
Yect ín his understanding of the resolution or‘nat. 
The CHAIR decided that the item was not included in the 


Yesolution, and thatit was in order. 

Mr. McKEON said that he shou!d submit to the decision of 
the Chair, thougtrhe regretted thatit had come to that conclu: 
Sion. He betieved, however, that the Chair in giving that deci- 

“sion was governed by asense of propriety. He must, how- 
ever, say that he could not give his assent to such an item as 
$475,000, without some investigation. He would like to know 
if the chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means would 
give them some information as tothe items for defraying the 
expenses of the Supreme, Circuit, and District Couris of the 
United States, Had he any information in his possession that 
would enable them to judge how large a portion of this item 
Would be necessary, and particularly in reference to the ex- 
penses of the courts in his district, (New York.) 

Mr. FILLMORE said there had been some statements laid 
on their tables relative to those expenses of the Southern dis. 
trict of New York, the Eastern district of Pennsylvania, and 

_ 80me others. 

“Mr. McKEON said it was very difficult to say whether 
extravagance had taken place in the administration of our 
courts of justice; but, comparing the Judiciary of the United 
States with thatof New York, it appeared that there must bo 
great extravagance. He referred to the item of expense for 
printing, and to the difficulty ‘of making an exact estimate of 
the expenses, but he was disposed to go for. guessing down- 
wards, as the Secretary had guessed upwards. He admitted 
that they were in the dark on this subject; and submitted whe- 
ther they should not take the safe side, and say, wheie this ex- 
penditure was over half a million dollars, that they would re- 
duce it $100,000. ; 

This item of printing was one which had been. swelled up 
enormously. No one objected to the printing of the records, 
and it was not expected that the jadges of the United States 
courts should read the records in manuscript; but the question 
was, who was to pay for this printing? In the courts of New 
York, the records were printed at the expense of the parties 
themselves, and were not only printed on better paper, but had 
marginal references of the points of the case. This amount in’ 
the Blue Book appeared to be $7,000, while a few years back it 
‘was.only three or four hundred. The gentleman from South 
Carolina said there was a case in the Supreme Court, in which 
he was concerned, in which he had to pay #80 dollars for the 
printing of seven pages only of record. Now he should like to 

now if any thing was charged to the United States for printing 
thisrecord. If so, there was a flagrant abuse to compel the 
party to pay for printing, when it had already been charged to 
the United States. At any rate, they were in the dark, and if he 
was obliged to guess, fas the Secretary of the Treasury had 
done, he would be for guessing downwards,. and reducing the 
appropriations at least $100.000. The chairman of the com- 
mittee would do him the justice to say, that a week ago he call- 
ed his attention to this item, and begged him to investigate it, 
and collect all the facts necessary to enable them to understand 
it, He believed that the chairman had done all that was in his 
power, but still they were wholly in the dark. When we see 
these expenditures(said Mr. McK ) advancing withsuch extra- 
ordinary rapidity, he would. ask gentlemenif it. was not hich 
time to arrest the evil. He was for bringing them down $100,- 
000. All agieed that some reduction should be made in that 
ae of the public service that had increased above all 
others, 

Mr. WINTHROP concurred entirely with the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. Barnarp] that theonly manner in which 
these expenses could be reduced was by an independent provi- 
sion oflaw. It seemed to him that it would be well for the 
House to draw more distinctly the liae of difference between 
appropriations and expenditures. `A reduction fof appropria- 
trons did not tend to stop the expenses; at most, it only stopped 
the payment. If they cut off $100,000 from this appropriation 
the effect would be that in the next.annual appropriation bill 
they would have $100,000 arrearages to pay, 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL was understoodto inquire if the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury would dare to expend more than this 
House appropriated? 

Mr. WINTHROP, It seemed to him that the Secretary 
wouldnot dare to repudiate the debts: and that. if the doctrine of 
the géatleman from Pennsylvania were carried out, it would 
result ia nothing lest than repudiation Unless the gentleman 
followed up this reduction by some independent collateral sta- 
tutory provision, there could be uo other consequence from it 
than to throw over so much arrearages to the next annual ap- 
priation bill. : 

He however rose to call the attention of the House for a mo- 
ment to a singlesource of expenditure, and one of those sources 
which hadso Jong and so loudly called for reform, viz. the pro- 
vision of our judicial system which gives exclusive jurisdic- 


tion to the circuit courts over a great majority of the criminal - 


offences. The circuit courts held buttwo sessions a year, at 
which they were pressed with business, and the consequence 


was, that when the poor seamen returned from their voyages, . 


and were charged with crime on seaboard, they were thrown 
into prison, with the witnesses, and there kept at public expense 
to await the time when the court could attend to their trial, thus 
reviving the old practice of punishment first, and hearing after- 
wards. He was glad to hear that provision had been reported 
on this subject, and thought that economy if not justice would 
induce the House to give its early attention to the subject. 

Mr. POPE inquired ofthe gentleman from Pennsylvania, who 
proposed to strike out $100,000 from this item, if the waole 
amount appopriated must be expended, whether required or 
not for the public service? i 

Mr. SPRIGG said, whenever they gave money Ìt was always 
expended; if they should appropriate a million of dollars it 
would al! go. 

Mr. POPE dissented from the idea that ifa million of dollars 
was appropriated where no more than nine hundred thousand 
dollars was required, it would be expended. Tae gentleman 
from Pennsylvania had furnished no data of the expenses that 
had been and might he incurred in this department of Govern- 
ment, and yet had proposed to reduce this item $100,000 from 
the amount fixed on from the information from the Treasury 
Department and from the Committee of Ways and Means. Tas 
idea of this retrenchment was absurd. This bill was to appro- 
priate money for expenses already incurred—to carry into 
effect existing laws. 


be examined oa this appropriation biil, was profitable? Re- 
form could only. be effected by. bringing in. other independent 
bills. There might be some need for reducing the expenses, 
for lengthening the daily sessions of the courts, but this was not 
the time to.do j1? Were they in an appropriation bill te repeal 
these jaws? for if they reduced the appropriations, as proposed 


by the gentleman from. Pennsylyania, it was equalto a repeal . 


ofthelaws. They must reform in separate bills. They would 
never get through this bill if they entered here into this sortof 
discussion of the details ofexisting laws. Ft was impossible for 
him to decide how much was wanting and therefore he must 
aot on the data furnished by those who had examined the sub- 
ject. 

[Cries of “question,” “question.”} 

Mr. ROOSEVELT said he would not detain the committee 
ten minutes. They were now on a business bili, and not dis- 
cussing abstract questions. Andan item was now under consi- 
deration which constituted one tenth part of the whole amount 
ofthe bul. This item of $475,000 was a part of an item of 
$626,632, which was a part of another item amounting to nearly 
a milion of dollars on one subject. This item contained as 
large an appropriation as was called for by the State of New 
York in all its branches—Executive, Legislative, and Judicial; 
and yet they were told they could not stop ane moment on it, 
This was an item proposing to insert $475,000 in an appropria- 
tion bill witheut one particle of information being given to this 
House to show on what ground it rested. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. .WinTHROP] had ar- 
gued as if they were going to swp, by a vote against this item, 
the administration of justice in this country, and assumed vir. 
tually that they made no appropriation except by this item, for- 
getting that they had already passed over itemg to (he amount of 
$150,000 for the judiciary. : 

Mr. WINTHROP saad the gentleman had. misunderstood his 
argument. His remark was, that they would do nothing to stop 
the judicial system in cutting down this appropriation, but that 
this system would be as expensive as it ever was, and the whole 
result would be that arrearagea would be thrown over to the 
next appropriation bil}. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT apprehended that they would not have 
these arrearages, if they did not provide for them. This was 
not an appropriation to pay officers whose salaries were de- 
signated, bul to meet expenses arising out of all soris of 
contingencies under the contro] of subordinate officers, that 
might be made large or small, according to the appropriations 
for them. He was for paying the honest debts of the Go- 
yernmeni fully, fairly, and prompily, but not for holding out 
any encouragement for this unnecessary waste of time and 
money by the protracted sessions of the courts. ‘these ap- 
propriations were made in addition to the enormous sum pro- 
vided for by statute, which was raiscd from the people by 
taxation, through the courts theinselves, in addition to the 
fines, penalties, and forfeitures levied by the courts themselves, 

Here was a proposition to appropriate $475,000 in this one 
item in the dark. The gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Pope] 
had said he could not deal in details. What was their legislation 
for, (asked Mr. R.) if they were to deal in vague. generalities? 
He was for specific items. This item of $475,000 they could 
not look at, and yet they could look into the $2 per day for 

ages! 

With all the efforts he had made, he had been wholly unable 
to form any judgment whether this item ought to be $475,000, 
$409,000, or $209,000. There must. be some:hing wrong some- 
where, and if gentlemen would not furnish chem with light, he 
saitl, deny the appropriation. 

Mr. SALTONSTALL said the gentleman from New York 
had complained that they had no light; that the Committee of 
Ways and Means had proposed enormous appropriations with- 
out furnishing the means to examinethem. He would ask the 
gentleman to consider the object of the appropriation, and 
how far it was practicable to give the items. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT said he had seen on his table, in regard 
to similar items of other Departments, contingencies stated 
down to fifly cents for hack hire. Why could they not have 
the same thing with regard to the judiciary? 

fir. SALTONSTALL, in reply to that, would say that those 
were slatements of expenditures that were past; but tt could 
not be done in anticipation of expenditures. Could the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means instruct this House how many 
crimes would be committed next year? whether another Amis- 
tad case would atise? how long the session of the courts would 
be? &c, Tt wasimpossible to reduce it to any thing like cer- 
tainty. The only way the committee could judge was by the 
experience ofthe past. g 

The great proportion of the expenses arose out of laws in 
existence—as the fees of district attorneys, jurors, &. were set- 
ted by those Jaws. And one gre: rece of expenditure grew 
out of the judiciary act, which provided that the fees should be 
the same as those fixed by ihe laws of the States at the time of 
the passage of that act in 1789 or 1790; whereas they all knew 
that the fees had been recuced one-halfor two-thirds in the old 


+ States since that time. 


Reference had been made to the short term of the session of 
the court from day to day, ‘Phat depended entirely on the 
judge. In was a matter of hi etion, and jt made no dif 
ference to him whether the i great or small, 
He had no doubt that the co e of this discussion would 
be to call the attention of the ju ofthe Supreme Court and 
of ail the caurtsto this subje Jt was in the power of the 
judges to reduce the expe: z mneh It ought to be re- 
collected how greatly the business cf the United States Courts 
had increased of late years. 

He looked on this as an extreme 
time had deen taken onit, butof ¥ 
The genieman from New York [Mr. Roose 
expenses of the judicial department were near! 
dollars. Wheat of that? This £ 
branches of the Governament 
great conservative bra 
positien 
hundred thonsaad do 
only in effect so the rep 
t would be hasty i ation to adopt H, an o 
to those concerned in it. and of surprise to the communiry. 

(Loud cries af “ques ion, question.” J i g ' 

Mr. GORDON said the highest point of expenditure in a sin- 
gle year under this particular head. in this branch of the pubiic 


raportant question. Rome 
at consequence was that? 
c] kad said the 
wwe ry nof 
co-ordinate 
it was the 


service, this Government had evér attained, was $355,000; and | 


that was the expenditure of last year. The appropriation for that: 


He appealed to gentlemen, to their candor, whether thissort: |l- year wasbut $325,000, Méi 


of discussion about the details of existing laws, which could not < 


. it was their duty to do, as they were mi 


i ; z türe exceeding th 
ation. $30,000. - The expenditure of 1840 was $300, 
average expenditure -per anni forthe last eight 
Preceding 1841, was $250,000, so: thate wil! be seen 
data Unat the expenditure of 1641 exceeded the expendi 
1840 $55,000: This bill proposea to appropriate $446, the 
expenses of the current year, $90,000 more than the expendinure- 
‘of last year, which. was, of all others, the year of the greateatex: 
travagance m the expenses, at least of. this branch of the Publio 
service. Tt was admitted on all hands that in: the expenditure | 
of this branch of the public service thereis great prodigality.and 
extravagance, and the wrong should be corrected.) AnS t 
_ The Committee of Ways and Means asked that they Bhould 
increase the expenditures to this amount above last year, and 
the only reason assigned for it was; that the judges-had nes 
glected properly to tax the bills of costs ard expenses, which 
Lo dO, 4 e ade by law the taxingand 
auditing officersin that particular; that’ they had been remiss 
in that part.of their public duty. The argument, traced. outs 
was that the judges had been remiss in.that part of their pub. 
lic duty, and therefore would continue to omit the performance 
of it, and the abuses that had thus crept in would ‘not only. be 
perpetuated, but increased. Now, to provide for their continu. 
ing to do this, it is proposed to increase the appropriation, 
“ Is this the entertainment to which we were invited” by this 
Administration on its coming into power? It sounded to him 
like an odd sort of retrenchment. He should hold the majority 
to their engagement to retrench the expenditures of the Govern. 
ment, not because they had: promised to do so, but because it 
was necessary, and would keep the Government. pure andthe 
people relieved from, the burdens of unnecessary taxation....He 
was in favor of the amendment, because it: wil] tend to-correct 
these abuses, and does not withhold any appropriati ue by | 
any law of the land. a isd ph oan i 
It seemed that $100,000 had been added to this appropriation 
on account of the increase of business it was apprehended 
would be thrown on the Federal couris on. account of tiie bank- 
rupt law of the extra session, one of the bitter fruits, if the ap- 
prehension be well founded, of ‘that odious law and ‘breach of 
the Constitution. Now it should’ be remembered, he. added, ~ 
that while the bankrupt law might increase the business ofthe 
courts in the section of the Union lying on this side of the 
mountain during this year, and perhaps the next, by the settles 
mentof the land titles in the Western and Southwestern Stites 
there was and would bea great and continued falling off, and de. 
crease of the business of these courts on’ the other side of the 
mountain, toan amount quite equal to any increase that might 
be occasioned by the passage of that Jaw. i 
Again, the bankrupts, having been armed by this Goverr- 
ment with the power to repudiate and sponge their just debta 
and obligations, and to defraud their honest ‘creditors of their 
just dues and demands, even at the expense of the Constitution, 
should not be permitted to turn round and repay. the. favor by 
the base ingratitude of imposing on their beneJactor the. costs 
and expenses oftheir own causing, in an application to the courts 
for their own peculiar and especial benefit, secured to tl by 
a law-passed expressly {or ther accommodation, They'shóùld 
not be allewed to cast.on this Government the expense of the 
courts in procuring a discharge from their debts, which they wore 
bound by every obligation of honesty, morality, honor and con- 
tract to discharge with present means or future earnings àf 
within their power, to the uttermost farthing. Nota olièr 
sl,ould be appropriated for sucha purpose. ihe . 
The gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Pope] inquired. what 
harm could there be in appropriating even more, for the civil 
expenses of the Government under this head than the actually 
necessary expenses would require? Would not, he asked, the 
surplus remain in the Treasury as an unexpeniled balance? 
Mr. G. answered, no, The experience of this Government 
proved that it would note, ie A a 
Asa general rule of financial and economical policy, the ap- 
propriations for the civil-expenses of the Government.should 
not exceed the necessary expenditures. Perhaps there should 


be no exception to that rule in any department 
or branch of the public service in time of peace. 
In time of war, and in our foreign diplomatic 


relations, sometimés it might be proper and necessary to ap. 
propriate in the dark, beyond the seeming necessary expenses, 
to meet apprehended contingencies- But. that necessity: could 
could seldom if ever arise in the civil department of the home 
service of the Government, and should never be admitted to 
have arisen, unless ina most palpable case, and suchas was 
notthen before them. Never, in time of peace, cansuch a neces- 
sity exist in our domestic civil relations; andini the judicial de- 
partment never in timeof war; as that was a branch of this 
Government whose expenditures were very. little, if any, af- 
fected either way, in the long run, by. war, On the 
whole, he was in favor of the amendment, as it will tend 
to correct these abuses, and because the sole argument in favor 
of the increase of the appropriation, rested on the alleged ‘fact 
that the ju¢ges—the taxing officers, had shamefully neglected 
to do their duty in taxing the bills of co ts and expenses of the 
courts; aud because they had done it, would continue todo go, 
thereby. permitting an unnecessary and prodigal increase of 
the public expendi.ure. Congress, by making appropriations 
beyond the necessary expenses, would invite and encourage 
profligacy and forearm the disbursing officers with a justifi: 
cation for their extravacance, and give them an argument when 
arraigned before the bar of the nation for. their embezzle- 
ments of the public money, that would operate -as-an 
estoppel upon the censure of that House, viz: they 
would say to Congress, “You yourselves have approve 
of the expenses by estimating and appropriating for ees 
Whatdid you give us this money for, but, (o expend ut? Tt 
wonld be unwise to swell the appropriations beyond the wants 
of the public service, asit would tend directly to exuravagance 
and the debasement of public morals. Your contingent vie 
ia all the departments of the Government ae pee ole 
funds. ‘Fhey are the great sores jn the pod politie tha are 
festering in and corroding nis vial then ese he would 
probs. Here let the physician ply mis: re f i body poli - 
save the life of his patient. No. function of the f 7 polis 
tie wag more iinporant or vital insthe economy of gove 
naar Hould be more carefully 


ment, than the juiciary; and none sl 


protected and a TA a : 
fe nanehol Sa then taken, and the amendment of Mr, INe 
GERsoLL was adonted—ayes 79, noes not counted, à 
Mr, EVERETT moved a provieo (to come in asan amen - 
meot to Mr. MoCreLLAan’s amendment, before referred to,) 
Jimiting the responsitility of marshals, or their sureties in cases 


ry escape, to the amount of fees 


ally received... 
By ne an ingniry ftom Mr. EVERETT— pes 
# IWIN: said that he .was marshal of the district of Mis- 
pissippl atthe time'alluded to by the gentleman, and that from 
his) experience of the duties and respoasibilities of that office, 
double the amonat 0f the income of the office at the time al- 
Juded: to :couid ‘not. indtiee him to-accept it again, if the same 
duties and: responsibilities should be thrown on the officer as 
existed: when he held it. St was tite most disastrous office to 
the:sholder éver known in: this country, owing to the enormous 
responsibilities aud losses. to which the.marshal was subjected 
fro the. péculiar“situation. ofthe country and its currency 
at the-time; and, notwithstanding the gross income of the 
office was great, ‘the-nett profits. to the marshal were less 
than when its income was nota tenth of the amount allus | 
 dedto, < A E i i 
n After a few remarks from Messrs. EVERETT, McCLELLAN, | 
and FILLMORE = > : 
os iM. EB. (the Chait having decided the amendment to be out of 
order) withdrewit. ` « y i 
Mr.C. BROWN moved to amend the said item (A98)by = 
adding a-proviso that no part of the same should be ès- H 
pended. for. black silit gowns for the Judges of the Supreme | 
OUEL e ï 4 i 
‘The CHAIR decided.the améndment tobe out of order, i 
Mr.C. BROWN ‘said he was sorry that the amendment Was : 
not in order; for he wished to abolish the practice of te Jadges | 
of the Supreme Court wearing “black guwns”—a practice 
abuquated, and unbecoming the judiciary of an enlightened 
people, 
{Cries to order} : 
_ Mr. PENDLETON moved to amend the said item by sivik- | 
ing out the words “and also inclading thirty thousand dollars. | 
ayrearages for the last year.” 
After afew words from Messrs, PROFFIT. FILLMORE, : 
. and Mr. CAVE JOHNSON said he wished the Secretary of the | 
* Treasury so show. what was due, and until that was done, he | 
Was not willing to pay the bill, nor vote away a dollar. ae 
Mi, CLIFFORD said he felt no other interest in the questiçä 
than a desire that justice should be done in the premises. An this, | 
asin all other cases, ifthe Government owes the debt, it should 
be prompliy paid; and it seemed to him that there could. be no 
doubton that point, as the whole case had been thoroughly ex- | 
amined at the 


| 
j 
{ 
i 
| 
| 
| 


would ad, by way of parenthesis, that the iiem in dispute had 
received the sanction of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
doubtless after. severe scrétiny, and has its regular place in the 
bill; though the chairman now acquiesces in the motion of bis 
- friend to strike it ous, for the reason that the House has reduced 
» the amount tobe appropriated for the comingent expenses of | 
the judiciary in the suny of one hundre thousand dollars; still, ` 
however, retaining a larger sum than the expenses of any pre. 
ceeding year. The refusal 10 pay an honest debt, ishased upon 
the ground that the som appropriated is insufficient for the cnr- 
yent expenses if the debt be paid. The reason is not sati 
factory, ¿if the fact were s% which he very much doubte 
On the contrary, he believed, the House had wiscely overruled 
the opinion of the Committee of Ways and Means, and that 
the amount retained, if a proper economy was observed, was 
amply sufficient to pay the small amount of arrearages, and to 
defray atl the necessary current expenses in this branchof the 
public service. «But it is said, or intimated, that the item pro- 
peed to be omitted is for arrearages of the last Administration; 

‘hat does not appear, It is for arrearages for the year 1841. 
Butsuppose it were so, will the majority refuseto pay the debt? 
Before that Administration went into power, it was said a thou- | 
sand times, with what truch we shall see hereafter, as I 
intend to look into the matter, that Mr. Van Buren 
had -Jdefta vast debt to be saddled upon his successor, amount 
ing, I belteve, according to some of the calculations, to thirty- 
six or forty millions of doNars. Me further remarked that, at 
the proper time, he would examine these old Larges, and ex- 
Pose their injustice. Thus far, he believed not a do!lar of anv 
such debt liad been paid; and aow, upon the mere su i 
that: aportion of these arrearages belong to that clase, 
chairman of Ways and Means very gracefuliy acquiesces in 
the motion tostrrke them out, when in paint of fact the sng. 
gestion i. founded in error. He embraced the occasion to say, 
that alshough he could not vote forthe motion, he felt very 
much iaduced to let gentlemen pursue their own conrse, 

Thededate was cuntinucd by Messrs. WIN MIROP, STAN. 
LY, and McKEON, and the amendment was then rejected. 

The question was taken, and the amendment was rejected, k 

Mr. RANDALL of Maryland moved to amend theitem hy ° 
adding a proviso that no part of the money appropriated showd | 
be applied to the payment of expenses incurred for printing the | 
records of causes, except those in which the United States were 
liable for costs. i 

After a brief explanation from Messrs. RANDALL and | 
RHETT— i 

The question was taken, and the amendment was rejected. i 

Oa motion of Mr. JOIN T. MASON, the Coinmittee rose ` 
and reported. progress. 

Mr. GOODE of Ohio, from the Committee on Enrolled B Ts, 
reported, by consent, certain bills, which received the signature 
of the Speaker, 

Ga motion of Mr. MARS ‘ALL of Kentucky the House took 
up Senate bili No. 24, veing a (private) bill to confirm certain 
entries of lands inthe State of Louisiana, and to authoriz: the 
issuing of patents for the same. 

Mr. MARSHALL explained its object. 

_A brief explanation was also made by Mr. MOORE of Loui- 
siana. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut inguired if the bill had been re- 
ferred ? 

The SPEAKER said it had not. 

Mr, CAVE JOHNSON moved its reference to the Committee | 
on Priyate Laad Claims, i 

After a few remarks from Messrs. STUART, CAVE JORN. | 
SON, GWIN, atid PAYNE, and some conversation on a poiat i 
of order— 

Me. BRONSON remarking that he objected to the passage of 
the bill without commitment, moved that the House adjourn. 

The motion prevaiting, the House adjourned. i 


IN SENATE ‘ | 
: i Farpay, Aprii 8, 1842. 
‘My. PRENTISS presented a memorial and resolutions of a 
meeting of tie citizens of Windham, Vermont, in favor of fur- 
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-> ther protection, to the manufacturing and agricultural interests 


Preasury Department, where the items wereto | 
be found/and reported’ to Congress for payment; to which he | 


ofthe country: réferred-to the Committee on Manufactures. of 
Mr. MILLER presented a memorial from citizens of the city 
of Newark,-N.J_in favor ofa protective tariff: referred to the 
Committee on Manivfactures.. 7 
Fhe CHAIR (Mr. Kind) laid before the Senate a commi. 
cation- from the Treasury Deparement, covering a report 
from Mr. Hassler, showing the progress made. in establish: 


‘ing a standard of weighis and measures: ordered to lie on the 


table anu be printed. > 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
which had ‘been referred House bilis for the relief of William 
Markham, and for the relief of Francis Newman, reported the 
same back without amendment. ` 

Mr. PRESTON, from the Committee on Military Affairs, re- 
ported a bill to establish a corps of sappers and’ miners, 
and pontoniers; which was read, awd ordered to a second 
reading. : 

Mr, PRESTON gave notice that he would, on to-morrow, 
ask leave to report a bill to vest the proceeds of the Smith- 
sonian bequest in such an institution as was contemplated by 
it, and a bill to incorporate inthe District of Columbia a na- 
tional institution for the promotion of science. ` 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, re- 
ported back.to the Senate, without amendment, and witha re- 
commendation that it de pess, House bill to authorize a patent 
to be issued to Bartholomew Pelleriz, his heirs and assignees; 
and 

Reported back, without amendment, Senate bill to authorize 
the issuing of à patent to the heirs and legal representalives of 
Francis Rivard, deceased. 

The engrossed bill, authorizing the settlement and payment 
of certain claims of the State of Alabarna, was read the third 
time an! passed. s 

‘Lhe joint resolution from the House of Representatives, with- 
holing until otherwise ordered, the pay for printing the Com- 
pendium of the Sixth Censns, and apportionment tables, was 
taken up as in committee of the whole, ihe amendment of the 
Committee on the Judiciary agreed to, and the resolution was 
reported to the Senate, andthe amendment orderedto be en- 
grossed for a third reading, : 

Oa motion of Mr. BERRIEN, the previous orders were post- 
pointed, and the Senate took up, asin commiitee of the whole, 
the joint resolution further providing for the distribution of 
tbe Sixth Census, and other documents connected with the 
same, and the resolution buving been considered, was reported 
tothe Senate, and ordered to be engrossed for third reading. 

The adverse report of the Committee on Pensions on the 
claim ef Alexander Thompson for a pension, was taken up and 
concurred in, 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial of certain brush 
manufacturers, representing the depressed condition of that 
branch of business, and asking a tariffduty of forty per cent. 
on the manufactured articie, and that bristles may be admitted 
free of duty, Also presented the proceedings of a meeting of 
the Fome Industry Convention, heid in Independence square. 
The proceedings express a decided opinion in favor of protec- 
tion. Referredto the Commmnice on Manufactures, 

Mr. ARCHER presented the proceedings of a meeting held in 
Petersburg, Virginia, in favor of action by Congress to prevent 
the carriage ofpassengers and letters coastwise. by the British 
steamers; which were ordered to he printed, and referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

The adverse report of the Commitiee on the Library, on the 
petition of theadministratrix of Uezekiah Niles, asking Con 
gregs to purchase copies of Niles’ Register, was taken up and 
concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. SIMMONS. it was 

Resolved, That so much of the message of the President of 
the United States of the 25th of March, 1842, as relates to the ta- 
riff of duties, and declares that “from present indications it is 
hardiy doubtful ihat Congress will find it necessary to lay ad- 
ditional daiies on imports ia order to meet the ordinary and 
current expenses ofthe Government,” be referred to the Com- 
mitvee on Manufactures. 

An ge was received from the Isuse, announcing the 
passage of theact authorizing the construction of an iron war 
steamer for harbor defence 

Several bills and resolutions were passed over informally, 

The following bills were then taken up as in committee of 
the whole, considered, reported to the Senate, and ordered to be 
engrossed fora t! reading, viz: 

The bill for the relief of Rickard Patten; 

Tne bill for the relief of Daniel Kleiss; and * 

‘Phe bill for the relief of the legat representatives of Richard 
T. Banks, of the State of Arkansas. 

The bill for the relief ofelsaac Hull was considered for a 
short time as in committee of the whole, and, 

On motion of Mr, CALHOUN, laid on the table for the pre- 
sent. 

Mr. RIVES presented a memorial from citizens of Wheeling, 
Virginia, for such an avgmentation of duties on foreign im. 
ports, to protect domestic industry, as will not be unequally 
burdensome to any section of the couatry: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Manufactures. 

THE LOAN BILL. 

On motion of Mr, EVANS, the Senate proceeded to the con: 
sideration of the loan bill. Mr S. remarkedthat the Senator 
from Connecticut, (Mr. Sarr] who 3 entitled to the floor, 
was not present, end, as he understood he was indis 
would not probably be here to-day, 

Mr. C&ITTEND then reve, snd said he did not propose 
to enter into a discuss : 
sage of the land i 
since the pa 
endeavor te repeal 
sudden change of si 
ams 


t ready there w 3 

j and for what reason? Wherefore t 
iment, this instability of pury 
ce which didnot exis atthe perio 
their 


passage, whic 
‘Wag there nc 
ress at the same a 
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rendered it necessary nuw to retra 
the same indebtedness then 


ni se 
the Government to 
nd, furthermore, to issue 
amount of five millions? Did they not 
r the descending scale of duties established 
by the comp act, the revenue ofthe year woæld beinade 

quate tothe anavalexpendi:ure? And whateverspeck of war 
there might be on the horizon at present, was it not quite as 
visible tu the eye at the time of the adoption of that bili? How 
was it then that these things furnish all the grounds for the very: 


specious arguments that were now employed? 


ee Se 


ae meen errno tne paar nineteen ere, 


| was well exposed bythe Senator from Rhode Island, who 


unredeemed pledges of retrenchment, 


‘Che far-seeing Senator. from Virginia, too, who, when the 
hill was proposed to the Senate for its adoption, gave his vote : 
for it, now stands in the attitude of the most sirenuous advocate. ` 
for its repeal, arguing and demonstrating and urging reasons 
for. that repeal with al the acuteness and ability for which he is 
so justly distinguished. Were not all these reasons as Visible, 
as plain, as palpable before, as they arenow? It was perfectly 
-weliknown that there existed a complication of postponed 
debts, which sooner or later must be liquidated. Then why 
this, mockery of legislation, this semblance of legislation with- 
out the reality ! : . 

Sir, said Mr. Crirrenpen, if there be in tle whole range of 
legislation any one measnre which may emphatically be 
termed.a Whig measure, itis this. It has been pursued by the 
Whigs through good and evil—it has been followed by them in 
adversity and in prosperity. It will not be denied that this mea- 
sure has been the prominent topic of controversy through many 
years; and in every form in which public sanction can be 
given, this measure has received such sanction, both from legis- 
lative assemblies and popular meetings, From the time of its 
first suggestion by my predecessor in office, ithas been continu: 
ally discussed, and ultimately received the sanction by law, and 4 
now before this law is gone into operation, you are Called on to re- 
pealit. The same argument is iow urged for its rep». al by the Se- 
nator from Virginia, which he might, with equal propriety, have 
urged against its passage——but he voted for the measure: And 
now he says it is squandering the means of the Government 
among the States. Docs past experience prove that Congress 
alone ought to be entrusted with the expenditure of the public 
money? Are not the States as competentto expend their own =” 
property as the Nationat Government? What monument is `, 
there now of the wisdom with which the thirty-five millions a  * 
year of the last Administration was spent? What butthe me- | 
morable remnant of an inglorious Seminole war. Look to the 
monuments which the States can present for the expenditure of 
their means; they have them ia their .ailroads, canals, and in- 
Jand navigation. IOR 

The other arguments of the Senator from Virginia, seemed to 
him. to be equally unfounded. The reply of the Senator from 
Rhode Island had corrected much of what the Senator had said. 
But the Senator from Virginia secmed to have taken great paing 
to furnish himself with statistical tables which might be eup- 
posed were prepared to reach a foregone conclusion, that not 
more than twenty-three millions of revenue canbe wrenched 
from foreign commerce; and thatthe expenditures of the Go- 
vernmient continuing attwenty-six millicns, there would couse- 
quently be a deficit of three millions to be made good by the: 
land fund. But the whole force of the argument restedon the 
supposed impossibility of wrenching more than twenty-three 
millions from custems The deceptiveness of this argument 


proved that the free dutiesalone would, if taxed, nearly double 
the revenue. : 

Mr. RIVES explained that he had, in framing his tables, kept 
in view the estimates of the late Senator from Kentucky, {Mrs 
Clay. ] 

Mr CRITTENDEN contended that nothing could be more 
fallacious than average estimates. The Jate Secretary of the 
Treasury [Mr, Ewing] had estimated the imports at $140,000,< 
000; end would the Senator from Virginie maintain that $23,- 
000,090 was the greatest amount of revenue which could be ob- 
tained Irom foreign commerce? Was it notclear that such am 
amount of imports would easily yield §30,000,000, or more? 
But admitting the whole of the genticman’s argument, was it: 
not ofequal force and equal weight when he voted for the bill, 
as now? 

Mr. RIVES explained that he voted for the law with an ex- 
press provision for the restoration of the fund to the Treasury 
on the happening ofa certain contingency; and all he now ar- 
gued in favor of was, that the contingency exists, and the pro» 
vision of the law should be carried out, 

Mr. CRITIENDEN coutinued, insisting that the same state 
of things existed then as now; that even the foreign relations, 
so much dwelt upon by the Senator, were the same, with the 
exception of the Creole case. 

The genticman’s argument for the restoration of the land 
fund, goes to make it indispensable, and to insist that there is 
no other alternative fer the salvation of the country fiom direct. 
taxation by the General Government. And aow the existence 
of the Government—or, what is equally dear, its honor and its 
integrity—must depend on this land fund as a source of reve- 
nue never contemplated by the Constiiution. Is there any’ 
one who can seriously believe that a paltry debt of seventeen. 
millions of dollars is to crush this great nation? $ 

Suppose the gentleman’s sympathies should be shared by the 
Senate, and this amendment should be adopted, what is to be- : 
come of the proceeds of these public lands during the twenty ` 
years for which the fundis to be pledged? Must these three 
millions a year be hoarded up, or what else isto be done with 
i? The public domain is of such extent that itcannot probably 
be sold in the next twenty years, although the population may’ 
bethirty millions. Theintereston the debt, indeed, may be 
paii out of the fund; but will not the balance remain in the 
hands of the Government, and what pledge, afterall, can the 
creditor have for itssafe custody but the good faith of the Ge- 
vernment{? 

He was as much in favor of preserving the honor and faith 
ofthe Governmentasany one; buthe would not consent under 
ihe guise of zeal for action, to tarnish the credit of the countr 
by a paltrý bargain made on pledges of the nature proposed. 
Phe Governmenthad to rely upon the revenue provided for its 
support by the Constitution, The land fund was never contem- 
plated by the Coustitutien as any part of thatrevenve. On this 
point he dwelt for some tine; and then reviewed that- portion 
ofthe remarks made by the Senator from Virginia [Mr. Rives} 
in which he had defined his position as a middle man, deter- 
mined to take a middle course in polities heiween the two great: 
contending parties of the country. He believed the Se. } 
nator would not find that course either safe or practi- 
cal in political life, There were but two broad roads to 
be pursued; one marked out by the Whigs, and the other by the 
Democrats. He, for kis own part, had chosen one of 
these broad roads, because he considered no other course 
safe. He was assensitive as any one with regard to the claims: 
of the Government for support, and he knew and would act: ¥ 
up to the duties of Congress; buthe would not take one solitary: 
step to accommodate bimself to thia Administration, merely for 
the sake of accommodating it. He knew its weight, and esti 
mated it for just what iris Worth, but no more. woe 


The Senator from Pennsylvania had taunted the Whigs with 
He would ask him to 


ae 
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have a:little patience. He was ready, if the Senator could 
point out any short cut, to that object, to go ‘hand and hand 
with him in the work of retrenchment. and reform. . The 
Senator “had ‘tauntingly alluded ‘to the pledges. and pro 
“mises made by the Whig party during the Presidential canvass, 

and asked-what had become of theic great zeal for. retrench- 
ment then exhibited. He, in his turn, would ask, was not the 

hig party atthat time fully justified in talking of the neces- 
sity for retrenchment and reform? - Had not the Adminis:ra- 
then in power been spending for four years an average of thir- 
ty-five millions, and what national monument had they to 
point out for this vast expenditure? Did it become the abet- 
tors wad supporters of that Administration, after having autho- 
rized the expenditure of thirty-five millions a year, now that 
they are out of power, to talint the Whigs with extravagance 
and broken promises, becatise an’ Administration they cannot 
Control spends twenty-six. millions? What can the: Whigs do 
ifthe Executive will not give thera its confidence and aid? Re- 
treachment and reform must begin earnestly with the Execu- 
tive department, or Congress can effect but little. 

If the three remaining years of President Tyler were to be 
lengthened out to him with the same measure of solicitude 
which had fallen to his lot for the last year, he would pray that 
hislife should be either prolonged to that of Methuselah, or 
cutoff to-morrow, 

agit right (or gentiemen who hd caressed and seduced— 
who had whispered away the President from his party-—-to 
taunt and laugh at those who elevated him to power, now that 
his desertion had left them in their present condition? The 
Whigs had lost their President; out they would supportthe Ad. 
Walnistration in whatèver was right; they would not sacrifice 
the interests-of the country for the gratification of party resent: 
ment. he is the President of the country, and in every thing 
that is patrioti¢ and just, he should be supported; but nothing 
more. What Whig measure had the majority in Congress 
fieglected that was in their power to carry? Nol one. What 
brought the country into its present condition? Did itnot ori- 
ginate in the cupidity ofthe late Administration in running the 
Governinent in debt‘and leaving thatdebt for its successor to 
pay; or in failing to raise a sufficient revenue to meet the wants 
of the Government? Likea tenant on ashort lease, it exhausted 
the tenu.e and left it dilapidated. From the consequences of 
this extravagance, and tie neglect of the proper duties of Go- 
verament on the part of that Administration, the country is 
now suffering; and the authors of that suffering now laugh to 
scorn their successors for not being able to pay the debtsof their 
contraciion, 

He believed al] that was believed by those who Passed the dis- 
tribution Jaw, and ke would adhere to it. But he could not he- 
lieve with its enemies, or uncertain friends, that any specific 
pledge was necessary on the part of this great nation to raise a 
oan of seventeen millions of dollars—~a sam no more to such a 
nation than ten dollars would be to any gentleman ia this body, 
All theimaginary dangers which had been so artfully paraded, 
had been got up to frighten Congress into a repeal! of this law—it 
wasalla fire of straw—all mere flame and smoke, 

Mr. ARCHER rose and addressed the Senate for some time, 
before his observations were audible in the Reporier’s gallery, 
When distinctly heard, he was understood to take the ground 
that from the moment of the cession of the public lands to the 
General Government down to the present tumeg all claim on the 
part of the Sates, separately, to the property in those lands had 
ceased. The lands had become the progerty of the General Go- 
vernment, Iie contended that after a free exercise of the right 
of this Government to dispose of the public domain for the jast 
fifty years, it would now be in vain to dispute its control over 
the whole subject, and that in any court of justice competent to 
decide between the States and the Government, it would be de- 
cided this right Is indisputable. The only question, then, that 
ever can arise with regardto the disposal of the pablic domain, 
isa question ofexpediency. The present question was one of 
two alternatives; whether the wants of the States or the wants 
of the General Government should have priority in the sonside- 
ration. 

He took this occasion to correct a misconception of tke vote 
which he and his colleague had given on one of the resolutions 
of the late Senator from Kentucky recently under discussion in 
the Senate. Neither he ner his colleague had any purpose or 
idea of voting for a repeat of the disiridution act; their who'e 
object was to carry out the provisions of the law, and in con- 
formity with the act itseifto restore the land fund to the Trea- 
aury, now that the necessity was apparent of transcen ing the 
limit of tarif prescribed by the compromise act. Bat while 
he justified and went hand in hand with his colicazue in voting 
for the restoration of the proceeds of the public lands to the 
public Treasury, he could not concur with him in the propo- 
sition to authorize. the specific pledge of the public domain for 
any loan, He considered such a pledge would be astigma on 
the honor and credit of the country. 

He asked, wou'd any gentleman tell him where there wasan 
instanceof any Government entitled toa high character, having 
offered apledge for raising means, the very offer of which im- 
plied a consciousness of being out of all credit? He, for one, 
would rather the loan Should fail altogether than give his 
sanction te sucha stigma on the honor of the Government. 
Already had the othereuranch of Congress, this sessios, by large 
majorities, rejected this propostiion; and now the Senate is ask- 
ed to engraft iton this bill, with a fuli knowledge that it must 
go back to the other House to encounter this rejection, so s 
ually forashadowed, The question now is between tbe party in 
power and their adversaries, whether a principle long contend- 
ed for shall at last be surrendered up, He did not think this 
was the proper oceasion tu p i The question 
of restoring the INES the ion of 
brining np the for theadjustment of ihe tarifi, which must 
very speedily occur. Already did the bil before the Senate 
embody in its provisions a i ad comprehensive pledge 
that ofthe revenue and resources of the Government, What 
was there in the unce enue frem these jands, which 
last year scarcely exc 
as a specific pledge by capitalists, to the pledge of the whole re- 
sources of (ho Governmicit ofa on like this? 

He next adveried to the circumstances under which the 
Whig party came into power; and described the feelings ex. 
cited in him by hearing the Whigs taunted with broker pro- 
mises, occasioned by Whig measures being thwarted and ce- 
feated by one whom he wished he could obiiterate from his 
memory. He did not, when he saw such a couditien of misgo- 
vernment, care whether the Joan could be raised or not: he 
meant to give his vote in such a form as would not leave a 
Treasury note in existence within twelve months, 


{ 
į 


The object cf the amendment offered by the Senator from 
Mississippi, (Mr. WALKER] is to force this pledge down the 
throats of Whige under the pretence of patriotism, for the sake 
of passing this indispensable loan Bill. He, for one, would not 
be forced into any auch display of patriotism. E 

Mr. BUCHANAN commented atsome length on the remarks 
jastmade by the Senators from Kentucky [Mr. CRITTENDEN] 
and from «Virginia [Mr. Anrcamer] He- contrasted the 
present. declaration of the Senator from Virginia [Mr. 
ARCHER] ‘against “pledging the public lands, with the 
resolution offered by his colleague as an amendment to the 1e- 
solutions of the late Senator from Kentucky, whHe under con- 
sideration, and for which the Senator {Mr. Arewger} had so- 
Jemnly récorded his vate. atif the Senator was opposed to 
pledges, why did he eulogise the bill now under consideration, 
which gives a specific piedge of nolonly the good faith of the 
Government but ofthe whole revenue of the country, for the 
payment of the interest and ultimate redemption of the debt? 
He did notsee how the Senator from Virginia-could reconcile 
such inconsistencies. He would, however, pass that, and ad- 
vert to the re narks of the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Crit- 
TENDEN.} That Senator had charged bim with taunting the 
Wing party. He never did tauntthe Whig party—he had only 

ted faes, The Senator ys us land distribution measure 
isthe greatand prominent Whig measure. And what soit or 
a land bill did the Whig party pass at the last extra session? 
A land bill which restores ihe proceeda of the lands -to 
the public Treasury, if the tarif should be even raised to 
only twenty-one per cént, a necessity of transcending which was 
perfectly well Rnown atthe tinie—and yetaland bill was pais: 
ed, good fof nothing, aad holding only a prornise to the ear, but 
denying it to thehope: The Senator also charges the late Ad- 
ministration with having incurred the debt which the Whigs 
are now called on to discharge. Had not that Administration 
brought down the expenditures to twenty-two miitions, and 
prepared fora further reduction to twenty millions? The coun- : 
try could have gotalong in the condition in which it was left by 
Mr. Van Buren on the 4th of March, 18 ,withoucany debt. Here 
Mr. BucHananentered into a review of the condition of the 
Governmentat that period, ang contrasted it with the ting 
state of thitgs. Fhe Senator from Kentucky. (Mr. URIT- 
TENDEN] had dealt in generalities, and thrown ali responsibility’ 
on the Executive of the present Administration, But had not 
notthe Whigs a majority in Congress, and had they not passed 
all their measuresg except the bask bills, and forced upon 
the country sixteen millions of debt in thirteen months? 
And now they propose a permanent expenditure of twenty- 
six millions of dollara, He had stated but facts, yet he was at- 
cused of taunting the Whigs. Jı was impossible for the geritle- 
men to escape the responsibility they seem so anxious io shift 
upon their own President. They have the majority and the 
purse strings in their own hands, and it will not do for them to 
fiy from their responsibility by tyining round to taunt him with 
haying taunted them 

Mr. CRITTENDEN remarked that when he spoke of the 
gentleman taunting the Whig party, he only meant that he in- 
tended ‘to laugh at them and their disiress—that he merely 
amused himself with saying such things as that he would notre- 
proach the Whig party with inquiries of what had become of 
their promises of retrenchment and reform. 

He contended that notwithstanding the figures produced by 
the Senator from Pennsyivania, to prove that the avermge ex- 
penditures of the Jate Administration weré but twenty-eight 
millions. the real’expenditures averaged thirty-five millions, 
extraordinary and ordinary. Ue enumerated the available 
means of that Admisistration, with a view of showing the ag- 
gregate on which he based his estimate. He made no particu- 
Jar charge against any one, but he did really believe, in his own 
backwoods ignorance, that this amounta{ expenditure was not 
absolutely necessary. He really thought there was room for 
great retrenchment, X 


[Mr. BUCHANAN observed that he was ready to join in the 
work of retri ent, and asked wity they did not begin.] 

It was a work of time; he would do what he could about this 
“retrenchment, for he honestly believed it should be made and 
could be made, The Whigs had been in power bnt thirteen 
months, and had they not faifilled most of their promises al- 
ready? They promised a Bank, and did they not offcr one? 
They promised a distribution bill, and did they not pass it? 
They promised a bankrupt law, and did they not pass it? The 
Government was lefito theim in debt by their adversaries on their 
own admission $5,600,000, and without laws to provide adequate 
means for the support of the Government. ` But they said that 
al the extra session, exitavagant appropriations had been 
made; and he would ask had not the Senator fram Por 
nia voted for these appropr ? Were they supe 
prior or subsequent to the 4th of ch i8tl? Heco 
ample ns why this debt wase i 
And now the Senator sees y turning pr 
whole States, wheeling about from the 
believed they weve ready to wheel back again, 
oceasion should arrive. 

The Senator had a: 
in this bady, in which he h 
gic solitary instance of e 
Van Be Administration 


p 
Bu: he 
wien the proper 


as last 
t out asin- 
yavagance or wastcfulness in Mr. 
fio did not want to go back intu 
fo submit the 
question to any jury in the country. He intende 
loan biil it he could. Ie intended to adhere to 


would be im: 


merits, 

Air, BUCHANAN replied briefiy—chiefly i 
former statements with 1 d to the late Admi 

Mr. WOODBURY intimated a wish to speak on the subiee 
and as the hour was late, hoped an adjoursmen 
plece, 

“A conversational deba nsced as to the adjournment; in 
which Messrs. EVANS, LINN, CRITTENDEN, WRIGHT, 
MOREHEAD, ALLEN,.PRESTON, and others participated, 
At length it was agreed the Senate sheuld go into Executive 
session; and the Senate accordingly went into Execw‘ive sese 
sion, and shortly after adjourned. : 


araieiy, 
them on their ind! 


ìi apn 


_ ion, which was ad 


“to thatof Mr, E 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


‘The journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
Mr. HOWARD, 


the State of Mississippi. $ LS BR 
Mr. FILLMORE rose and suggested that. the morning: hour. 
should’ be devoted; if the House desired it, to the reception of 
reports of commitices. ‘This was private bill day; but:as it was 
also the day on which such bills were debatable,it would-be 
only a waste of time, he supposed, to proceed -to the considera: 
tion of such business. en 3 £ ao 
Mr. WISE hoped the House would indulge him-in taking up, 
with a view: to its final passage, the bill reported yesterday from. 
the Commutee ot the Whole on the state of thé Union, provid- 
ing for the construction (for harbor defence) ofan . ` | 
IRON WAR STEAMER.. cnn ‘ 
Mr. GOODE of Ohið objected that no quorum was: present, 
and requested the Speaker to ascertain the fact, ` ae 
The SPEAKER having counted the Louse, announced tha: 
there was no quorum prestet ; i pace 
Mr. FILLMORE moved a call of the House, 

Mr, YORKE cnusd the yeas and nays on that motion. : 
The SPEAKER, in the mean lime, suggested that a.quorum 
was now present, : oa 
So the mution for a call.of the House waa not pressed, 
` And no further objection having been made thereto— sz x 

The bill providing ior the cdnstruction of an iron war Meamer: 
for harbor defence was read a thirdtime; vo, n0003 
And the question being on the passage thereof = ™ 
Mr. COWEN asked the’yeas and nays; which:were otdayed, 
Me. HUDSON thought, he said,-that a biil of this kind ought 
net to pass withoutsome explanation. . He had no. hostilit 
the bill, : eM 
‘Mr. WISE (chairman of the Committe on Naval Affair 
said that every gentleman of information knew thatthe exten 
of the coast of the United States was greater than thavof any 
other country; on the Lakes, the Atlantic, andthe Gulf of 
Mexico. And ány gentleman who wouid read the report of the 
Naval Committee would see that the present naval force of 
Great Britain, in actual commission, was 266 ships, She had 
on the coasts of North America and of the West India islands 
(next door to us) eight steamers of war, besides her commercial 
siéainers, which were so constructed as to be capable of being 
converted into steamers of war. li was absolutely necessary, 
then, that we should speedily look to the means of our coast: 
and harbor defence, Gast Haat 
The plan for this steamer had been submitted by ope of the 
most enterprising, scicntific, and best-informed engineers, in 
this orany oiher country. He proposed (al least he would try: 
an experiment which a Board of Oficers of the army and‘navy 
conceived would he triumphantly successful) to give us a boat 
of unsurpassed velocity, in consequenceof, the construction of 
her submerged propellers; and a boat that should beinvulnerae 
bie by any known means of warfare. De eae 
She wasto constructed of sheet iron plates riveted together 
in such a manner as to be impregnable either to the Paixhan or 
round shot. Indeed the experiments cf the board of officers 
had demonstrated that the plates, put together in the manner 
intended for this ship, resisted sixty four pound shot fired at a 
distance of thirty feet. She would also have all that lightness 
and buoyancy of wooden ships, and a velocity equal to any 
other steam vessel, either for escape ot attack. These were not 
her only merits; all her machinery would be below water, and. 
out of the reach of an enemy’s shot, Her meansof annoyance 
would bea shot invented hy this same Mr. Stevens, which ite 
Government had been in possession of these twenty years, and 
which was as much superior to the Paixhan shot as that was 
superior to all others—a shot that would explode immediately 
on striking the object—that had no fuse, and was perfectly sate 
ìn every respect. ite would mention oae fact to show its great 
superiority. Outof twenty of these shoi that. had been kept on 
hand fer ven years, nineteen of them exploded on striking the 
object fired at. The whole ship, with her armament ahd means 
of propulsion, came from one of the ablest enginegrs in the 
country. He proposed a new plan of propelling vessels, similar 
eson—and, by-the bye, Ericcson’s plan was 
his—by which the wheel would be below ihe water, and as well 
cut of the way of the enemy’sshot as the ioughness of the sea, 
Mr. W. coneluded oy saying t every thing relating to the 
ship Had been proved by actual experiment, and that it was the 
best mede of defending our coasts and harbors now eminently 
threacened by the English pov He moved the previous 
questicn on ihe pass 


Mr. REYNOLDS 


j 


| 


passed under the cpera:ion of the previous question. He.trusted 


tion for We previous quesdon ; x 
Mr. WISE did not withdraw the motion. WaN 
And the question being taken, the House refused to sustain 
the motion ; 
So thore was no s: 
Mr. GWIN moved 
pioviso: 
Pro 
the Government 


ond to the previous question. : 
mend the bil! by adding the following 


ided, Thatthe amermtagi ced to he paid to said Stephens 
t the amount for which com» 
ild the same, ty 
z reason for offering the amendment 
had received information from one of the largest 
n the city of N. York that he would build vessels 
ippi ‘and Missouri for, he believed, cay 
G0, Jess per vessel shan the sever cost. o: 
these ships. He wished tsis veasel built by pomata, Jat Soni: 
petition may be invited, and the Government get it butt at the 
si st. R aa 
tte Nondiation alluded to by Bir, Gwin, is contained in the 
xtraci ofa letter fram Robert Schuyler, esq. “Ships 
se the Missouri, so farsas 1 am tiuformed as fo her construce 
on, $475,000; like the Mississippi, $195,000—ail to be ready for 
crews. and wiih trials.to the ordinary extent.”} 

The SPEAKER said the bill was on its pass: 
amendment could -offly be introduced by generi 
Ghjection was anahe., 

Mr, WISG, in reply to Mr. Gw 
that there were no contractors ir 


age, and that the 
‘consent, 


ark, said he presumed 
ow York that would undere 


thing like that costfor; in the first place, they would-not 
know how.to begin, not being acquainted ‘with the principle of 
the construction. | 

: Me, BRONSON inquired of Mr. Wiss what the ship would 
cosi? - 

: Mr: WISE said there was.a limit to the cost in the bill itself. 
Soma gentlemen supposed that this ship would cost as much 
asthe Mississippi and. Missouri. both*had cost. These two 
ships ‘had cost, id round sums, eleven hundred thousand dol- 
ars. . REU : re 

It: was proposed. that: this ship. should not cost. more than 
$550,000 inctuding (Mr, W. was understood to say) armament 
andevery thing else. -. ie 
Mex MORGAN wished to offer an amendment providing “that 
the ship should be built of American iron.” 

Objecied to. Boe ont OI a 

‘Mr COOPER of Georgia desired to. offer-the following 
amendment: J 

Add'the following provise: : = 
Provided, That the contracts for the same shall not belet 
out.untilthere shall be an adequate surplus fund in the Treasu- 
yy, after. providing for. the public debt and the payment of the 
otdinary annual revenue. . 

Obdjected to. š 4 - 

The question “Shall this bill pass?” was then taken, and de- 
cided in the affirmative, as follows: : 

YEAS—Messrs. Landaf W. Andrews, Sherock J. An- 
dréews, Arnold, Arrington, Atherton, Baker, Barnard, Barion, 
Beeson, Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, Borden, Botts, Brewster, 
Briggs Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, Charles Browm, 
Jeremiah Brown, Samson H. Butler, William. Butler, Wil- 
liam O. Butler,Green W, Caldwell, Patrick ©. Caldwell, Cal- 
houn, William B. Campbell, Thomas J, Campbell, Caruthers, 
Cary; Chapman, Childs, Chittenden, J. C. Clark, Clifford, 
Clinton, Colquitt, James Cooper, Cranston, Daniel, Dawson, 
Peberry, Eastunan, Egbert, Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, 
John G, Floyd, Fornance, Gates, Gentry, Gerry, Gilmer, Gog- 

in, Graham; Granger, Green, Habersham, Hall, Halsted, 
‘Harris, William S.. Hastings, Joha Hastings, Hays, Henry, 
Holmes, Houck; Howard, gHubard,. Hudson, Hunter, Hunt, 
Charles J.lngersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, Wm. 
W. Erwin, Jack, James, Keim, John P. Kennedy, Andrew 
Kennedy, Lane, Lewis, Littlefield, Robert McClellan, Moc- 
‘Keon, ‘Marchand, T.: F. Marshall, Mathews, Mattocks, Max- 
‘well, Medill; Moore, Morgan, Morrow; Newhard, Osborne, 
Owsley, Parmenter, Payne, Pendleton, Pickens, Pope, Prof- 
fit, Alexander Randall, Read, Ridgway, Riggs, Rodney, 
Roosevelt, Ji M. Russell, Saltonstall, Sanford, Shields, Si- 
monton, Stanly, Steenrod, Stokely, Stratton, Alexander H. 
H. Stuart, John C. Siuart, Summers, Taliaferro, Richard W.. 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Van Rensselaer, 
Washington, Watterson, Weller, Westbrook, Edward D. 
White, JamesW. Williams, Winthrop, Wise, Yorke, Au- 
gustus Young, and John Young—129. 

NAYS—Messre. Boyd, Bronson, Casey, Maik A. Cooper, 
Cowen, Cravens, Garrett Davis, Richard ‘D. Davis, Doig, 
Patrick G. Goode, W., O. Goode, Gwin, Cave Johnson, Abra- 
ham McClellan, McKay, Samson, Mason, John T. Mason, 
-Mathiot, Mason, Morris, Reding, Reynolds, Rhett, Wiiliam 
‘Raseell, Snyder, Sprigg, Sweney, Jacob T..ompson, Warren, 


‘Joseph L. White, Ch. H." Williams, and Joseph L. Wil- 
jiarig—3). ` ‘ i 
`: Bo the bill was passed. . - 


The SPEAKER announced the unfinished business of yes- 
‘terday to be the bill to authorize’ the confirmation of cer- 
tain land titles to land in Louisiana, and to allow patents to 
issue therefor. 

“Oo the suggestion of Mr. MARSHALL of Kentucky, and by 
general consent, the further consideration of the bil} was post- 
poned until to-morrow. $ 

Mr. MILTON BROWN said he rose to what he understood 
“to bea matter of personal privilege. Tie had received a letter 
from a highly respectabie gentivman and constituent, dated 
March 24, 1842, an extract from which he desired to read. 
` The extract was read as follows: 


“I sea from the papers that you have heen making are- 
trenchment and reform speech. In the next place, I see that 
Mr. Brown of Pennsylvania has charged you with stealing some 
paper, dc, towards the close of the last session of Congress, 
and that you have not noticed the charge. Your enemies are 
using this to your prejudice, andit is necessary you should 1e- 
“pel it. [have béen kept pretty busy defending you from the 
charge of larceny eve: since Brown’s speech made its ap- 
pearance. ‘The papers are making a fuse about it as well as 
Tae people, and saying that, Brown made the charge before you 
concluded your speech, and that you did notanswer it,” &c. 


Sir, this communication, coming as it does froma gentleman 
of high standing and a personal friend, is my apology for 
noticing in a public mauner. a matter which would. otherwise, 
on this floor, where the facts are known, deserve and receive 

. from me fothing but contempt. A brief explanation is neces- 
‘gary to aright understahding of the situation in which lam 
placed. 


On the 17th of February I made some remarks on the report 
of the Committee on Retrenchment, and, the morning hour ex- 
piring, I held the floor for the next morning. On the meeting of 
the House in the morning a severe cold and hoarseness render- 
ed me unfit to go on, and, by the kindness and conrtesy of the 
House, the subject was again postponed until the ensuing 
morning. 
tion, but returned daring the progress of the day. On my re- 
ture to the House, my colleague{Mr. C. H. Wincrams) inform- 
ed me that the geutleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. CHARLE: 
Brown,] in a speech he had been making on the appropriation 
bill, whick was up for discussion, had maue some illiberal al- 
lusions to me, but, at the same time, (as he now authorizes 
me to say,) gave it as his decided opinion that neither the 
speaker nor his remarks were worthy of notice. 1 also con- 
guled my colleague, (Mr. CARUTHERS,} who concurred in the 
belief that the iliberal allusions to me had received a suffi- 
cient rebuke in the honest and honorable impulses of the 
House, and that no special notice of them was necessary. I 
Jo ked into the papers of the next morning, and found a report 
of this speech of the gentieman from Pennsylvania in the fne 

“telligencer; in-whbich no allusion was made to me of an objec- 
tionable kind... This speech I now have before me. I also 
“s§ooked into the Globe, and found rathigg objectionable there. 
My conclusion was, that the Reporters, In the exercise of good 
“taste; and out of respect to the dignity and honor of the House, 


take to build such a shipas Mr. Stephens proposed for any, F 


Tretired to my lodgiug on account of my indisposi . 


“had let this part of the honorable member's speech fall unno-_ 


ticed. À ee , 

_ My honorable friend from Virginia [Mr. Sommers] will re- 
collect that, just as I.was about resuming my remar ks on the 
report of the retrenchment committee, he inquired if I designed 
noticing the allusion to me by the gentleman from Penneyiva- 
nia, made on a former day. 1 replied thatthe papers had pub- 
lished. nothing on the subject; that 1 bad not heard his remarks, 
and did no: know their precise import; and that my colleagues 
had advised me to.pay no attention to them. My friend from 
Virginia, as he will recollect, entirely concurred in the pro- 
priety of this course. This explains why I then gave this affair 
no attentién. Since then I have scarcely thoughtof it; nor had 
I, until the receipt of this letter, any intimation that the objec- 
tionable parts of the speech of the gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia had found their way into print, or had attracted-any fur- 
ther atténtion from either my friends or my enemies. The re- 
ceipt. of this letter waked me up to astonishment; and, calling 
to my assistance one of my colleagues, we forthwith com- 
menced turning over files of papers tofind in what new dress 
the accgmplished genius of the author had fitted up this nota- 
blespeecli. In the Globe, published on the night of the 21st of 
February, we found it. In this mest extraordinary production, 
written out, as T suppose, by the author, the following passage 
is found, which I have drawn black lines around, acd send to 
the Clerk to beread. The passage was read, as follows: 

“He was speaking, Mr. B. said, of the last Congress, each 
individualand both parties being responsible. Let any Whig 
member of the last Congress rise in his place and say he has 
not taken his full share. He would mention an incident that 
came within his notice at the extra session: He found at his 
room, a day or twe before the end of the session, a ream of 
note paper, a ream of letter, and a ream of foolscap, with a 
quantity of quills, wafers, sealing wax, sand, &c. that had been 
left there by one of the messengers of the House. He was sur- 
prised to find that all this stationery had been provided fur 
him; but lo and behold! on the next day the messenger called 
and took itaway: he was sot the brown of the right color for 
which that liberal supply was intended. : 

“Nir, J. Brown of Pennsylvania here rose, and asked Mr. B. 
what gentleman he referred to. 

“He referred Mr. B. to his worthy namesake from Tennessee, 
[Minzon Brown] whe gave then) such an excellent lectwe 
yesterday on economy, retrenchment, and-reform. This was 


“nothing, he presumed, derogatory to any genileman’s charac- 


ter. It was common, he supposed, and no individual would be 
considered blamable for it.” 7 . à 
` Now, sir, theinsidious object of this allusion to me is te make 
theimpression that while | was urging retrenchment and re- 
form on others, I was myself guilty of making extravagant, if 
not dishonest, appropriations of stationery to my own use. 
This charge, whether designed to be made directly or by in. 
sinuation, to use no stronger language, is mean, malicious, and 
wholly unfounded. eh A Rr : 
Although itis mortifying and humiliating to an honest and 
honorable pride of character, conscious of elevated motives 
and integrity of purpose, to defend itself against so low and 
contemptible a charge, I have consented to look up the proofs, 
the best the sature of the case will adniit of, to vindicate my- 
self from this foul aspersion. The worthy postmaster of this 
House, who is now. and was at the extra session, the keeper 
and. distributor of the stationery, writes me the following 
letter: 
“Post OFFICE HOUSE or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Aprit 6, 1842. 
“Sır: In reply to your inquiries of yesterday, as to the quan- 
tity of stationery delivered to you at the extra session, I beg 
leave to state, that no account having been kept at that ses- 
sion of the stationery delivered to the members, it would be 
impossible for me to state the precise quantity you received. 
J have no recollection of sending you paper but twiee; the first 
time was at the commencement of the session, and that was 
the usual supply furnished each member, being abouta quarter 
of aream each of letter and cap. Fhe second was, I think, 
within two or three weeks of the close of the session, being a 
half ream of letier and the same quantity of note, The last 
supply Lam enabled to call to mind from the fact of its hav- 
ing miscarried by the messenger. 1 am. confident, however, 
that ali the stationery received by you, including your knife, 
wonld not have exceeded in value fifteen dollars, 
I am, respectfully, yours, &c 
W. J. McCORMICK, Postmaster. 
tHon. Mitton-Brown. 
“pP, S,—I think there were neither quills, wafers, nor tape, 
or any other stationery, sent with the paper that miscarried. 
W, J. McC.” 
I havealso received the following letter from Mr. Moore, 


the messenger who did all the carrying for the mess of which 1. 


was a member during the extra session: 
= g “Wasnincton, April 6, 1342, 
“Sir: In reply to your inquiry, Estate, that I did all the car- 
tying for your mess at Miss Harrington’s during the extra ses- 
sion. I carried paper or other stationery to you but twice dur- 
ing the session. The first at the commencement—the other a 
few weeks before its close. The last time, by mistake, I took 
the paper to Mr. Cuarnzs Brown, and afterwards took it away. 
When I took it away the packages were broken open. The 
amount of paper was a half ream of letter anda half ream of 
note paper, aadno more. There were no quills, or pens, or 
any but the paper taken to kis room which was designed for 
you, vor was any thing but paper taken away. The mistake in 
taking the paper to his room and having to go after it again 
makes me recollect with mote distinctness. 
D. MOORE, 


Respectfully, yours, &c. 
“Hon. MILTON Brown.” 

These statements nced no commentary. They show what 
is the fact. that I received stationery but twice during the extra 
session—the first at its commencement, the last, as my recollec- 
tion is, not only after the first was exhausted, but after I had for 
some time been drawing og my colleacues who were boarding 
with me. AllI received, @ays Me. McCormick, including my 
knife and every species of stationery, could not have amounted 
to over fifteen dollars in value. He speaks of the extreme 
Emit. My own belief is, that it fell considerably short of that 
amount, Iregret that the present good rule, which requires an 
account to be kept, and limits the amount to be received by 
each member. was not in force at that time, that the exact 
amount I received might be seen.- That rule will have (as this 
case strikingly Hlustrates) at least one good effect—it will save 
the character of honest and honorable membere. 

But, sir, let my account stand at the extreme limit of fifteen 


dollars, and then it will appear that, at the extra eéssion, when 

there was no law fixing the amount of stationery, I received over 

25 per cent. less than Lam now entitled to during the same pe- 

! riod of service under the fixed law of this Nouse—passed, as it 
was, after having been denounced as furnishing a niggardly al- 
lowance. 3 j 

But compare it with the average amount received during the 
game period of service by members during the two last Demo. 
cratic Congresses, and it will be found that I did not receive 
over one-sixth of a far Democratic division. 

But, sir, while these facts so fully vindjcate me, where do they 
place my accuser?’ Paper is ordered to my room, and, by mis- 
take, is tåker to his. This circumstance is seized upgn and 
made to figure in a speech on this floor, and ajterwards delibe- 
rately revised and published in an insidious form, designed to 
make an impression much beyond what was said. I: was im- 
portant, to effect the purpose designed, to make the amount of 
stationery very large; and only sce how it swells! le cays 
there was “a ream of nate paper, a rean of letter, and ateam 
of foolscap, witha quantity of quills, wafers, sealing wax, 
sand, &e By the “and so forth,” I suppose he means “other 
articles too tedious to mention,” as a merchant would say when 
he designs to make the impression that he has a prodigious 
stock of goods on hand. i p 

Now, sir, how are the facts? Take up the items in’ order. 
Was there arsam of note paper? No. There was, in truth, 
but haifa ream! Was there a ream of letter paper? No. 
‘There was, in fact, but half a ream! Was therea team of 
foolscap paper? No, There was none at all of that!’ Were 
there any quills? No. Any wafers? No. Any sealing wax? 
No. Any sand? No. Any of what was designed to be ime 
plied under the ‘and so forth?’ No; none! Then how doce 
the account stand when posted up correctly? Instead of three 
reams of paper, as stated in the revised speech of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, there was, iv truth, but one! And instead 
of “a quantity of quills, wafers, seuling wur, sand? &e. 
there was none at all of either! 

Sir, I might refer to other considerations, drawn from the 
facts disclosed, fixing the character of this extraordinary case, 
but itis unnecessary. Ihave sought to vindicate myself with- 
out violating any rule of parliamentary propriety. I hope I 
have done so; and I hope the duty of defending myself against 
so low and contemptible a charge may never fall on me again. 
If my paper miscatries and goces to other members, Lpray them 
to keep it, send it to me, or do withitas they please; but for 
-God’s sake do not put mein the newspapers! 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN said he regretted extremely that 
the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Mitton Brown] had taken 
the course he had in relation to the matter, and had thought pro- 
per to bring it thus before the House. Ifhe had done the gen- 
tleman any wrong, it would have given him (Mr. C. B.) the 
greatest pleasure to have acknowledged it, and to the utmost of 
his power have atoned forit. Ifthe gentleman had in any way 
intimated to him that he had misrepresented him, and could 
have assured him of it, or have 1aised a reasonable doubt in his 
mind as to the facts stated, he would have found him not only 
willing, but anxious to do him the most ample justice. He 
would even have gone further. Not intending in the least to 
injure the gentleman from Tennessee, if that gentleman had 
given him to understand that the remarks were likely to have 
an injurious effect, he would have gone as far as he could 
have gone with propriety, to have relieved the gentleman from 
their consequences. But the genveman bed not thought proper, 
though they were on friendly terms, to iatimate to him that he 
had done him injustice; had not mentioned the matter to him 
from the day it took place until the present, and had then 
thought proper to bring it before the House. Indisposed as. he 
(Mr. C. B ) was to bring any personal matter before the House, 
he had nothing left but to meet it in the way the gentleman 
had sought. The remarks of the gentleman from Tennessee 
forced upon him the necessity of a reply, which he would 

.make as brief as possible. So far as the gentleman’s remarks 
were made to exculpate or palliate the charges made against 
him by his constituents, he (Mr. U. B.) had nothing to do with 
them; but in that where they were made to deny or disprove 
what he had stated in the speech alluded to, he felt bound 
to say again that all he had then alleged was substantially 
troe 

The gentleman would induce the belief that the remarks had 
been written out subsequently to theit delivery, and had not 
been made in the House. If he would look at the newspaper 
he would see they were in their regular place in the daily pro- 
ceedings. And all hehadto do with the matter referred to by 
the geneman was, upon it being shown him by the Reporter, 

to add to it that part which takes from the gentleman any blame 
in the matter; This hehad done, so that it might not wound 
the feelings or injure the gentleman from Tennessee, 

‘The gentleman would also induce thebeliefthat he was notin 
the House when the remarks alluded ta were made. This could 
not beso; for the gentleman would recollect he called on him 
(Mr. C. B ) immediately after they were made, and asked him 
to make an explanation, He had requested him to say that he 
[Mr. M. Brows] had not taken home any of the articles that he 
(Mr. C. B ) had mentioned as having come to his room by 
mistake, and which were intended iof the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee. Ready as he then was, and always had been, to do 
justice to that gentleman or any other, he immediately rose in 
his place, asthe geneman and the House would recollect, and 
stated that “the gentleman from, Tenriessce desired him to say 
to the House that he had not taken any of the articles home for 
his own use.” And hethen had further said that he had not 
charged the gentleman with doing any thing with the statione- 
ry, but had only mentioned the fact ofthe missending itto him, 
(Mr. C. B.) Ifthe gentleman from Tennessee had then thought 
he had been charged with any thing wrong, why did he not tell 
him of it? His course towards that geneman then, and h's 
conduct in this House always, he trusted, had been euch as to 
induce the belietin the minds of all members that he would not 
knowingly do injustice to any one. Whatever other faults he 
might have, no one would charge him with malignity, or any 
disposition to wound the feelings of any one. But the genie. 
man said nothing to him then m denial of his starement; nor did 
he express any desire that he—avs a gentleman and ‘a fellow 
member he ought to have done, and as he had done when the 
remarks were made—sbould*withdraw or retract any thing he 
had said. Nor had he since that ime said one word to him 
aboutit If, asthe gentleman now says, he had done him in- 


justice, why did he not thea, er why had he not since, let him 
know it?) Why did the gentleman hunt up certificates and keep 
the whole matter in bis own bosom for weeka or months, and 
gay uothing tohim aboutit until he heard it from hisown lipa 
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on the floor at that moment? Was that the way'to getat and 
get out the truth? z 

But, whatever may have been the course of the gentleman, 
and whatever may have been his assertions or Certificates to the 
contrary, (said Mr. C. B ) I here assert that the articles did 
come to my room—not three weeks before the end of the ses- 
ston, but within three days, or thereabouts, òf its end, as I and 
other members of the mess recollegt it. Nor were they confined 
to half a ream of letter anda halfjarearg of note paper; there 
was also a bundle of foolscaps, and? quills, and sealing- 
wax, and lead pencils, and other articlgs, that í have no pe 
ticular recollection of; and if the gẹntlefnan 


; an denies it,ashe has 
‘nat yet done, and wishes to have it? proved, let him call for a 
committee, and I pledge myself tolpr substantially what I 
have said by gentlemen of the Hodes saw them. The ar- 
ticles and their character and desighétion were seen and known 
, by members of the mess with whom I boarded. The reason 
why the matter was noticed was, that the oiher members of the 
mesa begin to bore me ahout my large supply ot stationery 
at the end of the session. At first I thought it fiad been sent 
to me intentionally, but upon examinatior, I found that it was 
for the gentleman from Tennessee; and the next morniag the 
messenger called and took itaway.. Who gotit all, Mr. B. said 
hejhad not asserted; it had M. Brown marked upon it, and the 
. messenger said it was for the gentleman from Tenuessee. He 
did not know how much paper was in each bundle,or package, he 
then supposed they were rears; but, he believed, in his remarks 
be had called them bundics, but they. were fuil ones, except the 
foolscap, which he thought was not quite full, and the other ar- 
_ ticles mentioned he was as certain of asthe paper. The paper 
delivered to the gentleman from Tennessee, three weeks before 
the end of the extra session, as siated by the postmaster, he 
(Mr. C. B.) knew nothing of; that which he alluded to came to 
his room but a few days, he thought three, befure the end of the 
session, 

When he had mentioned the circumstance in dehate, it would 
be remembered that he had done so playfully, and as an offset 
to-some of theremarks of the gentleman from ‘Tennessee, 

. charging upon others the abuses of the privileges of the 
House; and certainly he had not the most remote idea that it 
was of the importance that had heen given to it. But it having 
been made, he would not retract ene word of it, knowing it to 
be true. As the gentleman from Tennessee has thought pro. 

er to make ita question of so mach importance as to bring | 
t before the House, and to obtain irrelevant and ex parle c 
tificates in relation to it, without giving any notice of bis in- 

_ tention to explain it away, or to disprove it, be would again cail 
upon the gentlemanto get a committee to inquire into the 
real facts of the case. He challenged him to get such a com- 
mittee, . 

Mr. B. said he would add this; while he would stand by the 
facta as he had made them, and could prove them, he desired 
to say to the House that he was sorry he had brought it before 
itat all, because he desired to be on good terms with all the 
members of the tfouse, and did not wish to have any difficulties 
with any member, or to put any member into difficulties with 
his constituents, or do any thing to wound their feelings. Upon 
this ground, he regretted that he had alluded to the matter at 

_ alt; but so far as the facts and the subsequent course of the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee in relation to them were concerned, he 
had nothing to regret; and now,as the gentleman had made,issue 

n the facts before the House, he had only to challenge the ful- 
lest investigation. A 

Mr. MILTON BROWN rejoined that, after the facts dis- 
closed, it was not for him to dignify the sabject by a motion 

- for the appointment of a committee. 

Mr. IRVIN, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported 
certain bills which had been foundduly enrolled, and which 
received the #gnature of the Speaker. 

By general consent, on the s stion of Mr. Firumonsn, the 
SPEAKER laid before the House the following Executive com- 
munications: 

A letter from the Secretary of State, transmitting a report, in 
compliance with a resolution of the House of Representatives 
of the 16th July Jast, calling upon the different Departments for 
a statement of the number of persons employed in the public 

. service; the duties required by law to be performed, the time 
required in their performance, their compensation, and what re- 
trenchment may reasonably be made in the number so en- 
ployed; and for the names of ali offi removed, from the 4ih 
of March, 1829, to the 4th of Marca, ISi Ordered to tie on 
the table. 

A jetter from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting a 
statement of contracts relating to light-houses, floating lights, 
buoys,&c, Also a statementofpayments made in 1841 for the dis- 
charge of misceilaneous claims; of expenditures from the ma- 
rine hospital fund during the year 1840, and a statement of con- 
tracis authorized by the Secretary ofthe Treasury forthe year 
134}. Referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

A letter from the Becretary of the Treasury, traosmitti 
a report from Professor Hassler, of the progress ma 
the fabrication of standard measures. Referred to the S 
Committee appointed on the survey of the coast by Professor 
Hassler, 

Mr. D. YI. LEWIS, on leave given, reported from the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means the following resolution, which was 
adopted: p 7 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of providing by law for a re- 
trenchment of the expenditures and the beiter reguiationof the 
light-house department; and also, whether the same oughi not 
to be placed under charge of the Topographical bureau. - 

After a brief conversation the House, on motion or Mr 
FILLMORE, resvlved itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Tuompson, of Indiana, in the 


air, 
gara GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. ; 
The committee resumed the consideration of the bill making 
appropriations for the civiland diplomatic expenses of Go- 
yernment for the year 1842. 
The following item being under consideration: a ; 
“Nọ, 200, Forsurvey of the coast of the United States, in- 


cluding compensation” to- superintendents and assistants, 
$100,000 ? ` 

Mr. M, A, COOPER moved that it be stricken out: 

Mr. C. said he did net know of any permanent law requiring 
such an appropriation, If there wasno such Jaw, the appro- 
priation must, of conrse, be stricken out under the order of the 
Howse.. But if there was such alaw, he would suggest, look- 
ing to the stateof the Treasury, the propriety of suspending 
the work for the present. It was not a matter of indispensable 
necessity. ` 


Mr. CUSHING said he hoped the motion to strike out would 
not prevail. 

This survey was a public enterprise of the highest possible 
importance. The cessation of the appropriation at this time 
would interrupt the work, and break up the establishment: and 
if hereafter Congress should think proper to resume it, it would 
be found that additional expense would be incurred by the in- 
terruption, at the same time that the prosecution of the work 
would he seriously retarded. 

The survey had now extended from Point Judith, on Long 
Island Sound, to the Delaware Bay, and it was rapidly ap- 
proaching the Southern coast. 

In relation to the manner in which the survey had been con- 
ducted, it would be recollected that the subject had been re- 
ferred to a select committee. That committee was sedulous- 
ly engaged in its investigation, and would, he hoped, soon make 
areport suggesting a .y improvements or reform that might be 
required. 

Mr. STANLY opposed the motion to strike out. The sur- 
vey, he said, was just approaching the Southern coast. There 
were several fortifications wanted on the coast of Georgia, two 
oy three of which had beer very strongly recommended; and the 
only difficulty in the way of construc ing these fortifications was 
the want of a survey. If the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. 
Coopsa,] therefore, had regard for the interests of his own con 
stituents, he would withdraw the motien. 

But, independent of this consideration, was it right to strike 
ut the appropriation for a great national work ‘ike this, which- 
cad progressed so far, without any reason being assigred be 
fond a general desirs for economy? 

Mr. UNDERWOOD), though an interior mar, and having no 
immediate interest in the subject, was opposed to the morion 
to strikeout. He held in his hand a document which gave a 
history of the commencement and progress of this work, and a 
comparative view between the progress of this coast survey 
and the progress of surveys made of England and France. on 
the same principles; showing that more satisfactory results had 
been attained by us than by either of these nations; (hat-the 
progress cf our work had been more rapid, the expense less, 
ang the principles upon which it was conducted more scienti- 
fic. He would not go into this subject, because a select com- 
mittee waz now investigating it, and a report might soon be ex- 
pected. But he would say, from the information contained in 
this document. and from the reeults up to this time, that the 
work wag highly creditable to the nation and to those who had 
been engaged in its prosecution. He professed some practical 
knowledge of these things—and he knew the disadvantages 
and losses which must ensue from breaking up operations of 
thiskind. On the mere score of economy, therefore, the work 
should go on. 

Mr. EVERETT had no immediate interest, he said, in the 
work; butevery section of country was inierested, because it 
was a work forthe benefit of the whole nation. It wasa work 
which could not easily be dropped and taken up again, (diffi- 
culties to which Mr. E more particularly alluded.) 

The subject was now before a co nmittee—a committee which 
probably, was not most favorably disposed to the manner in 
which the work wascarried on. If any improvement therein 
could bs made, the committee would report that fact to the 
House. He was authorized (Mr. E. was understood to say) by 
the chairman of the committce. . 

Mr. M. A. COOPER (in reply to Mr. Sranty) submitted 
that the very fact which that gentleman had aiiuced to of his, 
(Mr. C’s) constituents having an immediate interest in the mat- 
ter, placed his motion on still higher grounds. Te could nat 
withdraw the motion—he had made it upon higher considera- 
tions than any of mere temporary interest. He had based it 
upon a principle of permanent economy, independent of eny 
considerations growing out of the subject itself. He thought 
that the work could and ought to be suspended until proper 
consideration had been given to the subject by a committes. 

Mr. C, desired now to be informed whether this object was 
provided for by law? 

Mr. FILLMORE (in reply to the i ry 
tabie (ta be read) an act passed in 1807. authe 
It was not necessary, Mr. F, said, to run throu 
acts which had been passed. 

He did notintend to go into a general defence of this work. 
So s:rong had been the prejudice which had been raised against 
this work, that, at the extra session, the gentleman from Mas- 
sichnsetts hal moved for the appointment ofa select commit- 
tee, That committee was appointed—they had been investi- 
gating the subject for some time, and were to report some far- 
ther apprepriations for carrying on the survey. Fram rumors 
which he had heard, he had himself en Aa strar 
jadice against the work, and was opposed ta the approp 
From subsequent investigation, however, he had become con- 
vinced that the appropriation ought to be made. The aban- 
donment of the work would be a national diszrace. i 

Mr. WISE said that he was a member ofthe select commits 
tee ofinvestigation on the coast survey, and he wovld add his 
testimony to that of the gentleman from New V (Mr, Firt- 
MORE, | that it would be Gothic for this nation now to arrest thts 
work. It was oneof the few monuments of which 
could boast. It was amonumeatof science. Tt was 
to the country in a topographical, geogranhical, and hydro- 
graphical point of view. ‘ 7 

Great prejudice was known to have existed against the work” 
He could only say that the prejudices of every man who wauld 
investigate the subject would immediarely vanish. The chair 
man of the select committee [Mr. MALLORY, the Reporter thinks} 
was sick: but, previous to the interrupticn occasioned by that 
circumstance, the committee had been actively engaged in the 


t te the Clerk’s 
ing this work. 
all the other 


investigation, He (Mr. W.) hoped‘that the chairman woul 
up to-morrow, and that the committee would proceed with 
investigation. All the abvses which might be found were: 
thing in-comparison with the great importance of the work.’ 
The arrest of it had already cost more than.its prosecution, fór. 
the time. © oli avenge f 

The survey of New York alone (Mr, W. said) would-aliriost 
pay for the expense that had been incurred. In addition to that; 
we had the advantage of the education ofa scientific corps, tö- 
pegraphical and hydrographical, as aschool forthe army-and 
navy. Looking to these things, the survey had already paid 
the Government incalculably more than it had cost, By strike 
ing out this appropriation Congress would only delay ‘thé 
work, (for it would certainly be revived,) and make it cost still 
more. f 

Mr. AYCRIGG, a member.of due select committee, though 
differing (he was understood to’say) from the gentleman from 
Virginia, [Mr. Wısg,] thought tliat to strike out the appropri- 
ation would be an abandonment of the work. The committee 
had been diligently engeged in the prosecution of its labors; 
andthe hoped that the motion to strike out woald not prevail. 


Mr. McKEON said that since the gentleman from Virginie 
(Mr. Wise] had appealed to him tu bear witness to the value of 
the survey to the city of New York, he most. cheerfully added 
his testimony in behalf of thisgreat national work. The survey 
had been finished, he believed, along the Long Island coastjand in 
the harbor of New York.. The results bad been ofimmense ad- 
vantage to the commercial interests of the Union, and satisfied 
ashe was of the benefit tothe city of New York, he was desi- 
rous of extending the benefit to the Southern sections of the 
coast. He mightsay he was disinterested now in the conrse 
he was pursuing, His own State’s share of the work was done, 
But he could- not close his eyes to the interests of other par» 
ties. Not only the South, but every seaman—every-un- 
derwriter—every person whose live’ cr property” was 
committed to the perilous navigation of onr whole line of coast. 
The questions to beasked are now, is the work necessary; and 
if, as hag jt been properly executed? Let an examination be 
made by members, as he (Mr. Mek. y had of the manner of car. 
rying on this work, and they would be satisfied of the faithful 
discharge of the duties of those engaged on the work, He had 
visited the office in this city, and seen with pleasure their maps, 
their minut s of soundings, and he wished members to take the 
trouble to look at them for their individual satisfaction. Te had 
also- visited the bydrographical parties, aud found them Jabori: 
ously engaged from morn till nighton the work. “Rumors, he 
knew,. were afloat about this work, but be trus cd the commit- 
tee engaged in investigating this subject, would dissipate all 
objections. 7 s 

Mr. McK. then appealed to. the great results to show how ne- 
necessary it wasin a commercial, a national, a scientific point 
of view. The la orsof the coast survey had brought to lighta 
new channel for the harbor of New York--a discovery which 
resulted in conferring on the head of the hydrographic, portion 
of the survey aservice of plate by the city of New York—a 
compliment as well deserved asit was well conferred. Found 
ed on that survey, appropriations for light houses and for.buoys 
were made in some, measure. The Government was prosecute 
ing a work which would stand as a mohumeni, not only of its 
devoiion to science, bul the application cf science to results ofa 
mast useful as well as briliant character. 
` The committee knew he was opposed to appropriations as 
much asany man on that floor. He had shown his disposition 
to economiz2 as much as any member, Ie regretted that his 
fiiend from Georgia [Mr. Coops] had feit bound by asense of 
public duty to strike out the appropriation. : He had gone band 
in hand with that gentleman in the work of retrenchment. He 
differed with him on the economy of ncw discontinuing this 
werk, Ifevermoney was tobe saved, it was in a work of this 
kind, to b done by a continuity, by proceeding regularly and 
systematically with it. t's i 

Mr. JOSEPH R. INGERSOLL, in illustration of the neces: 
sity of the continuation of the survey, referred to the recent 
deplorable accident which had occurred to the steam frigate 
Missouri in her progress up the Potomac to the city of Wash- 
ington, by which the lives of nearly an entire boats crew had 
been sacriliced. We referred also tothe Jossof the gallant ship 
of war Peacock, by reason of the want of knowledge of the 
minutiae of the entrance to the Columbia river, He referred 
also to the incalculable benefits which had resuted from the 
survey in the river Pelaware—ani to the vast amounts of mo- 
ney which would be thereby saved the i: nee offices and to 
individuals. Of all the appropriati contamed in the bill, 
there was none that could not ba b ared than this, And 
Mr. T urgently opposed the motion to st 

Mr. KENNEDY of Indiana said hedid not profess to under. 

tandthe extentot propriety of this survey, nor was he ac: 
quainted with the manner in which it bad hitherto been con. 
ducted, buthe did confess that the ren rks ofthe gentleman 
from the city of New York [Mr. McKrox} had rather preja- 
diced him against it. If he und 


rstood that gemleman right, 
he said that the officer in the discharge of this branch of. the 
public service had received certain services of plate in addition 
to his regular salary. Now, sir, itis my vided opinion, that 
any man who is in the service of ihe Government, and who ig 
receiving the proper compensation for his services, and who 
consents to receive a double compensa y way of presents 
of plate, or any thing else, is prima facie acting corruptly, and 
is unworthy of being employed by tho Government. This 
thine of collusively receiving double corapensauon for services 
rendered to the Government, giver evidence of. the scoundrel. 
But what he arose more particularly io say was, that for the 
last few years Congress had failed to make any appropriation 
to the Cumberland road; The reasons given to the West for 
these failures were, that there were not funcs at the command of 
the General Government to apply to those objects that were not 
absolutely necessary to keep. ibe Government In mouan. of 
this neglect the West willnot complain, if it is mate equal in 
its operation to all sections, Bat if the public service was to 
be altogether neglected. in the Westery ceumry, H was bpt fair 
that some reduction should take place on seaboard, Wher- 
ever the General Government had funds to expend, he was wil 
ling to éxpend them on the seaboard on all works of anational 


acter., But asa Westem man he. could not-consent that | 


ail the public funda should be expended on the seaboard; espe-. 
cially when a great portion of these funds were drawn from 
the pockets ofthe Western people, whilst none of them were 
experided there. Until he was satisfied that théy were to. have 
a tair.dividend among them, he should request other gentlemen 
to. practise towards themselves that economy which they prac- 
tised towars's others, a 
~My. MEKEON assured the gentleman from Indiana that he 
must have misunderstood the remark made by him as to Capt. 
.Geddey. ‘The Common Council or the great commercial empori- 
um of this Union had formed so high ‘anopinion of the work of 
- Capt, Gedney, and especially the discovery he had made which 
promised so much advantage to that city, that a comp!iment was 
paid by that city.to that distinguished officer; It was a year or 
“two after the. act was done, this distinction was conferred ty 
‘that. city on Capt. Gedney,.as that city had on other occasions 
conferred upon oxy citizens who had conferred benefits on their 
country: by: their services. He remarked well the circum. 
stances of the compliment. He was one of those who believed 
‘that such marks of esteem and commendation did not only reach 
the individual on whom: they were conferred, but reached ‘and 
shed their Justre où the Government that employed such officers 
as proved themselves worthy of those distinctions. 

Mr. GWIN. moved an amendment: providing that “the said 
stim should be expended in a survey of the Gulf of Mexico, 
commencing at the mouth of the Sabine.” 

“Mr. G. said, as for many years large sums had been expended 
atthe North, hethought it was but justice to the South and 
Southwest that this amendment should be adopted. 

Mr. STANLY said the gulf survey was already going on; 
that $10,000 were expended on it for the year 184!; ‘and thatthe 
Committee on Military Affairs had reported a bil! appropriating 
for it for thecoming year. _ 

‘Mr. GWIN said ii this was the case he would withdraw the 
‘amendment; and it was accordingly withdrawn: 

Mr. HOLMES (whose remarks were very indistinctly heard 
atthe Reporter’s desk) said he had been induced to rise by the 
very improper remarks of the gentleman ‘from Indiana, [Mr. 
Kennepy,] who had justtaken his seat. That gentleman, who 
was without: respect of character, and without an acquaintance 
wiih the etiquette, with the courtesy, and the comiiy existing 

® hetween nations, and their subjects, in the one case, and their 
Gitizeng in the other, had dared—yes, he would make-use ofthe 
woid-—had dared to pronounce one of the most gallant officers 
of oor navy—a friend of his (Mr. IPs) from his: own city and 
‘Btate--a scoundrel, And for what?’ For. receiving from the 
city of New York, as atestimony of his great merits, a service 
of plate. Did this argue maliciousness or ignorance in the gen- 
Weman? Ifit argued maliciousness, let him have the consola- 
tion of the rankling of his own bosom. If it argued ignorance, 
‘he pitied it. Was Hull, when he achieved that gallant victory, 
and was presented a glorious service of place, a scoundre!? Was 
Decatur a scoundrel when he received as a testimony of his gal- 
lantry a service of plate? Was Jackson, when he closed the 
war in a blaze of glory, a villain—a scoundrel 3 Whenever any 
gendenian was presented a service of place for his gallantry 
and bravery, was he to shrink back from receiving it because of 
the anathemag of the gentleman from Indiana? 

White he was on the floor, he would make a remark in rela- 
tion to this amendment. To stop the coast su rvey at this mo- 
ment would be against the principle the gentleman from Geor- 
gia (Mr, Cooper] advocated-—that of economy. What was the 
economy otexpending $900,000, and then suffering the whole 
magy,of information already derived to sink to oblivion by with. 
hojding $100,000., Thissutvey had done much in the past, was 
doing much in the present, and was pregnant with the potenti- 
ality of great good. He briefly referred to the progress of the 
survey, and to some of te valuable information that had alrea. 
dy been received from it, and asked if it became a nation that 
pretended to conflict and compete with the maritime nations of 
tie globe, to be standing bere and talking about $100,000, when 
the points of tbeir coast were go little known as that there was 
one degree of difference in the location on the chartsand the ac- 
tual location ofa point passed every day and night? 
` Mr. KENNEDY of Indiana said the gentleman from South 
Carolina (Mr, Houmes| had taken occasion to give him what he 
(Mr, K.) undoubtedly conceded to be a severe lecture, choosing 
‘to consider him (Mr K.) very ignorant or very malicious. If 
being acquainted with ail the Capes of South Carolina, or all the 
cou-fisheries, sand-banks, or muscle shoals that might surround 
that or any other portion of God’s footstool, or being capable of 
giving a lecture on scientific surveys, such as the gentleman had 
treated the committee with, was absolutely necessary to know- 
ledge, he (dir. K ) confessed he was ignorant; but on these non- 
‘essentials the gentleman was himeelf, it seemed, infinitely wise. 

So, faras wiatice was concerned, he (Mr. K ) could not be 
malicious towards the gentleman's friend, for-he did not know 
him, either by name or by sight; in fact, he (Mr. K.) did not 
know, when he referred to him, whether he was the head or the 
tail of the scientific corps of engineers who were perambulating 
our coast, nor did he care. Nor did he know or care whether 
this gentleman [Mr. Ho_mes] was or or was not the friend of 
the captain of the navy. his would acquit him (Mr. K.) of 
malicious feeling. But if he had known the captain, and had 
known that the geatleman [Mr. Hormes] was his particular 
friend, he shuld still have said what he did. So far, then, as 
ignorance of the man was concerned, he had done nothing from 
a blunder, that he would not have done with all the knowledge 
of the gentleman himself. 

What he had intended to say, and what he believed almost all 
the members ofthe committee understood him to say, and that 
without knowing or caring to whom it applied, was, that when- 
ever it was declared on this floor, or elsewhere, that a man in 
the employ of Government, receiving a stated salary, which de- 
manded his entire services, and by way ofa gift or donation re- 
ceived a double compensation, it was prima facie evidence to 
his mind that there was something corrupt in him. That was 
what he said and believed, and what the courts had decided 
—to an instance of which he referred. He did not choose that 

theigentleman should tnisuuderstand him. The gentleman should 
not make him (Mr. K.) say thata man who had received a 
medal orocher token of respect from his couatry for importaa:t 
anil patriotic services rendered to that country, was a scoun- 
drel. . The geatlkman should not mix up these patriotic 
bequests from a grateful country, with causes to which his 
(Mr. K’s) declaration of corruption applied. Ifthe gentleman 
. is incapable, with alt his learning, to draw a distinction, be 
would give him an example to aid him in future. He referred 
: to the celebrated case of Nicholas Biddle, who, after receiving 
is salary as an oficer of the Bank of the. United States, re- 


ceived also a donation of some $20,000 in a service of plate 


` paid for out, ofthe funds of the Bank, and the. stockholders 


and creditors ofthe Bank have been beggared by this and other 
such means. Was not that prima facie evidence of corrup- 


_ tion? 


But the:gentleman ‘said. that: he (Mr. K.) “had dared to call 
a gallant officer of the navy, and-a friend of his, a scoundrel.” 
“Now he (Mi. K.) had stated what he had said and what he meant 
-by his former remarks. But he woult tell that gemleman that 
what he had “dared” to say he ‘dared to repeat, without re- 
gard to who he was or who mightbe his friends. — -~ 

He did not believe that the lecture he had received from the 
gentleman wasso much owing to what he had said about the 
silver plate, as it was froin some other remarks. It might- be, 
and hè was rather inclined to believe it was, owing to the fact 
that he (Mr. K ) had shown a disposition to have even-handed 


` justice doné-to all portions of the country. There were cer- 


tain men that expected certain portions of the country to be 
made the recipients of public favor from time to eternity, when 
the burdens of it were to be imposed’on the pockets of others. 
He, as a western man, entered his potest against it, and this, 
perchance, may have been the amount of his offending. He, 
therefore, wanted it distinctly understood from this time forth, 
that no man, however learned he might be, or however de- 
void of malice his bosom might be, should ever drive him one 
inch from, the discharge of his duty to his constituents, ig- 
norant thoughhe might be, ` 

Mr. GWIN said he had withdrawn hisamendment under a 
misunderstanding. He had since been informed that the other 
appropriation was for a jand survey. He therefore renewed 
his amendment, providing that “the said sum should be experd- 
ed in a survey of the Gulfof Mexico, commencing at the mouth 
of the Sabine.” ' 

Mr. SHIELDS, of Alabama, said that he was glad the gon. 
gentleman from Mississippi [Mr Gwyn] had offered the amend- 
ment which he had done, although he was inclined not to vote 
for it in the form proposed. Lt had led it to an explanation or 
development of fact from the gentleman from North Carolina, 
LMr. Sranzy.]iwhich he hoped would aid him in procuring the 
action of the House on a resolution which he had in his érawer 
for a month and more, and which, itseemed, would never he 
in order for him to present. The resoluticn to which he allu- 
ded was as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be requested to 
communicate to this House “the report of the survey ofthe 
coast of the Gulf of Mexico, from Apalachicola to the mouth of 
the Mississippi river, and of the plan ofdefence best adapted to 
the Gulf? &c. made by Lieutenant L. M. Powell in 1841, by 
order of the Board of Navy Commissioners.” 

it appeared that a survey had been made of the coast of the 
Gulfof Mexico from Apalachicola to the Balize, or mouth of the 
Mississippi, and the report made by Lieut. Powell of such survey 
tthe Board of Navy Commissioners he wished to require the Se- 
cretary of the Navy to cause to be communicateil to the House 
and published. Itembraced a y.art of the Gulf coast, through 
which the whole commerce of Alabama, Mississippi, and the 
whole Mississippi valley was conducted, and for the protection 
of which, in the event of war, the means provided by Govern- 
ment were totally inadequate. ® 

The publication of the report of this survey (Mr. S. said) 
would doubtless conduce greatly to the advantage and security 
of those engaged in navigation on that coast. 

The proposition of the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. Cooper) 
to strike from the bill the appropriation of one hundred thous- 
and dollars for the continuation of the survey of the Atlantic 
coast, he hoped would not prevail. That survey had com- 
menced North and was progressing South—had heen com- 
pleted as far South, according to the representations of gen- 
tlemen, as Delaware bay. Its great practical importance con- 
sisted in part in the ascertainmect of the depth of all the 
channels and fnlets leading into the harbors upon our coast 
—of the exact position of the capes, reefs, aud shoals along 
and within the reach of the coast, without a thorough and 
accurate knowledge of which it would be impossible to make 
judicious locations of forts and worksof maritime defence, to 
establish at proper points light-houses, and provide cor- 
rect maps and charts, and other means for the security and 
protection of commerce and navigation. Such information 
was of infinite importance to national defence and to the pros: 
perity and encouragement of commerce and navigation. With 
such measures as were calculated to expedite the progress of 
this survey, we might expect it soon to reach the Southern 
coast and the coast of the Gulf of Mexico. In relation to the 
coast of the Gulf, the surveys heretofore made seemed to have 
developed the fact, that the depth of water within the harbors 
and the channels leading through the bars and shoals outside 
thase harbors, was not s fficient to admit of the safe entrance an 
anchorage of the largest class of vessels of war, and, as to most 
ofthe harbors, of vessels of the ordinary class. He hoped 
that a more accurate and thorough survey of this coast would 
lead, as.it had done in the case of the New York Coast, to the 
discovery of deeper channels or inlets and safer and deeper 
anchorages, 5 
, The interests invoived in the navigation of the Guifof Mex- 
ico, he said, were of vast, almost incalculable magnitude, and 
deserved as vigorousa prosecution of this survey as possible, 
to the end that it might reach and embrace the coast within a 
short period of time. 

_ He could not vote for the motien of his friend from Missis- 
sippi (Mr. Gwin] inasmuch as the proviso proposed by him 
wouid have the effect of arresting the survey on the Atlantic 
coast, which he thought itto be of great importance, for rea- 
sons he had stated, should he completed. á 

(Mr. Gwin here suggested that he would modify his motion 
so as to require one half of the sum proposed to be expended 
in the survey ofthe Gulf coast and the other half on the Atan- 
tic coast}. 5 

Mr. SHIELDS said the sum so divided would not be sufficient 
to furnish the necessary vessels, instruments, equipage, and 
scientific corps for an advantageous commencement and. pro- 
secution of the survey in the Gulf; if he did not mistake. it 
would not be half as much as bad been required to make the 
necessary preparations for the commencement of the survey 
on the Atlantic. For the present he was willing to permit that 
survey to go on regularly, provided it were not retarded and 
embarrassed so as to prevent an early approach to the Gulf 
coast. - If it were, he would anxiously contribute his mite to 
the establishment ofa new or additional party of survey for the 
early completion of the work there. 

_Mr. GWIN modified his amendment soas to apply its pro- 
vision to one-half only of the amount of the item, 


Mr. FILLMORE would state, in reference to the amende 
ment of the gentlemen from Mississippi, (Mr. Gwin.) that this 
survey commenced on Long Island; and, at the commence- 
ment, it was necessary to survey a base hine—and it weuld be 
at any place—which was done with great expense and delay, 
requiring more than ayear’s time. ‘The consequence would 
be, if they changed the base line, the whole survey for one year 
would be lost. It was now progressing South, 

The gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Su1eips} had supposed 
that there was no appropriation for surveys on the Gulf, 
He would find that an appropriation of $80,000 had” been 
made for military surveys, intended entirely for the Gulf of 
Mexico. - : ; 

Mr. GWIN said his amendment did not contemplate stop- 
ping the survey. . His object was that the survey of the Guif 
of Mexico should commence, ahdar the Sabine. He was wil- 
ling to vote for $200,000 if necessary, and they might have two 
surveys. e 

Me CHARLES BROWN hoped they wouid not stop the sur- 
vey, but letit go on, and that it would not long be conducted in 
the way it had been been. It ought to be done by the officers 
of the army and navy of the United States. They had been 
training officers In an academy for some years, and it was now 
time to have some benefit from it. Heshould vote for the ap- 
propriation now, intending to change the manner. of its expen» 
diture, and that it should be done with more ecomony. 

Mr. EVERETT was understood to say to the gentleman 
from Mississippi (My. Gwis} that $i000CO was the lowest 
sum possible to carry on thissurvey. Half of it, as proposed 
by the gentJeman, would not start the survey of the Gulf of 
Mexico, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said be wanted to read some facts to the 
commitiee, from whichthe geneman from Mississippi, who 
wanted $50.000 of this to be apipropriat or the survey of the 
Gulfof Mexico, would see that 1 was totally impracticable. He 
would refer tothe official statement gf the Secretary of the 
Treasury. He read from document No. 27, in which it was 
stated thai something like $90 C00 for vessels and appendages 
ws necessary to carryon the. work. If they appropriated 
$50,000 for the Gulf, how much of that would be necessarily 
expended in getting a double set of instruments and vessels? It 
was pertectly obviots that they could not commence the sure 
vey with the money. i 

Mr. FHOMPSON of Mississippi said this work com- 
mencet in 1807 at Long Isiand, and had now progressed to 
the mouth of the Delaware. If the work was of soslow pros 
gress, it was easy for them to reckon how long it would take 
them to get to the mouth of the Sabine. If they went on in 
the regular line, it would not be done in ourday. It was of 
the utmost importance thatthe Gulf of Mexico should be at 
once surveyed. Either the survey was totaily useless or it 
should be made in such a manneras to conduce to the ‘inte- 
rest of the country. How could itconduce to the interest of 
the greatest number of citizens? ‘The whole Valley of the 
Mississippi must necessarily find its channel through the 
Gulf: and he put it to gentlemen if it was not necessary that 
the Gulf should be immediately surveyed? If $100,000 was 
not enough, let the sum bs appropriated for each survey, A 
great good would accrue tu the survey of the Gulf of Mexico, 

Mr. STANLY said that $30 000 were expended last year for 
defences of New Orleans, now going on, The Committee on 
Military Affairs had made an additional appropriation of 
$15,000. The Guif of Mexico could not suffer. If it had 
halfthis appropriation he hoped that North Carolina would 
have the other half, and what would then Become of South Cas 
rolina 

Mr. GWIN. Thisis a military survey. ous 

Mr. SHIWLDS desired the gentieman from Mississippi to 
accept. a substitute for his amendment; which, however, he did 
not press. 

The question was then taken, and the amendment of Mr, 
Gwin was rejected. 

The question recdrring on the motion of Mr. Cooper to 
strike out the item, it was taken, and decided in the negative. 

Nri COOPER moved to strike out $100,000 and insert 
$30, 

The CHAIRMAN decided that this motion was not in order, 
being a motion to strike out and insert after a motion had been 
made to strike out the whole item. 

Item No. 201. For the continuation of the survey of the 
Northern and Southern lakes of the United States, $20,000, 

Mr. M. A. COOPER moved to strike it out. 

Which motion wasrejected without a division, 

Mr. FILLMORE moved to. insert the following as the 2034 
item: . ‘ 

“To enable the President of the United States to cause to be 
made and completed an exploration and survey of that partof 
the Northeastern boundary fine of the United States and the ads 
jacentcountry which separates the States of Maine and New 
Hampshire. from the British Provinces, and for com pleting 
maps of surveys already made and other work according to esti- 


' mates, $66,301 75.” 


Mr. F. seid he submitted this amendment by the unanimous 
direction of the Committeb of Ways and Means. Mr. F. sent 
tu the Clerk’s table, where it was read, the following letter 
from the Secretary of State, to show the importance of the 
amendment: 

Det OF Starr, 
3 ASHINGTON, March 14, . 

Sir: I had hoped to be able before this time tolay benie Cons 
gress the report of the commissioners for the exploration, &c. of 
the Northeastern boundary of their operations during the last 
Season. But some of them left the field so jate in the year, 
that they have not found it possible to complete their calcula: 
tions, so as to be prepared with their maps and delineations, 
1 have assurances that the report will be ready to be lald before 
Congress by the middie of April. 

„in the mean time, there is no doubt of the propriety of ma- 
king another appropriation. The line from the monument due 
north, towards the highlands, has as yet been run and marked 
only to a point four miles north of the river St. John’s, which 
point is supposed to he six:y miles south ef the proper termi- 
nation of thatline. Until the line shall be extended through 
this distance, the great abject of the whole exploration remaing 
unaccomplished; because, until that be done, the intersection of 
this}ine with the highlands, or, in other words, the northwest 
angle of Nova Scotia, will not be ascertained, 

The tine along the highlands has been recently alltraced, but 
it is obvious that that line, running to the northeast, ran only find 
its proper termination when it shali intersect the meridian line 
above mentioned. The completion of the running of the latter 


‘Jine, thereforé, seems necessary to enable the former tobe eom- 
ple.ed; and the completion of ‘both is quite essential to the ge- 
neral objects of the survey. ; ae ; 
j Lan, sir, your obedient servant, : 
= DANIEL WEBSTER. 
FILLMORE, 

Chairman Committee Ways and Means, 
i House of Representatives. . 

The amendment and the, imporiance of funner appropria 
tion to the continuance of the survey were discussed by Messrs. 
FESSENDEN and PROFFIT, (whose remarks were, in part, 
of a personal character,) CAVE JOHNSON, FILLMORE, 
and AYCRIGG. 

“Mr. ALLEN. made the following statement: Mr. A. said he 
hoped that the appropriation would not be delayed, as the gen- 
tlenan from Tennessee (Mr. Jonsson] desired. That gende- 
man (faid Mr. A.) keeps a vigilant eye on the Treasury, and 
it ie very much to his credit; and wish that more gentleman 
were vigilant as bims if, although there seems to be a retrench- 
ing spirit. Ic yas true thatthesurvey hadcost more than was 
_ expected, but ic had been made with more care and accuracy 

“than any other survey in this country; and it was parucularly 
i aportant that it should be, for there had been a British survey, 
and unless you have a perfect survey, it would be. worse than 


Hon. M. 


useless, An accurate survey would setde the question in the — 


opinion of the worldyhe had no doubt. 

it is particularly desirable that the survey shcuid be made at 
an early day: indeed, the party ought to he ready to start im- 
mediately; for the ba'ance of the survey isto be made in a high 
northern latitude, and hence the season for making a survey 
will be short; for, alter snow falls, the survey is very much 
impede, if not prevented, 

There las been a great deal of delay on this subject. Has it 
been attended to as it should have been, I have no doubt the 
question would have been long since settled, and. a great ex- 
pense saved to Maine and the General Government. I hope no 
further delay will be submitted io, as itis particularly inpor- 
tant at this ime, asan effurt ecomsto be made by the British 
Government, as the arrival of a special minister indicates, to 
seille thislong vexed question, 

From the report made this session by the commissioners, it is 
fully evident that they have most faithfully discharged their 
duties, and the survey will be completed this season, i have no 
doubt, if we act promptly; and T should be Rappy to see on this 
question a unanimous vote. 

Mr. CLIFFORD said he desired to make one or two re- 
marks, in addition to what had been said by ms co:jeague; 
and he would commence by expressing the veep regret be 
felt that any degree of excitement or angry feeling had been 
produced among the members of the committee, from the 
course of the debate. He felt sure that bis colleague did not 
intend to provoke any asperity of remark, much Jess to wound 
the feelings of any one; aud he would entreat gentiemen not to 
de governed in their votes by any other considerations than the 
merits of the proposition. He was much gratified at the con. 
cluding remarks ofthe gentleman from Indiana, (Mr. Prorrir.j 
from which he inferred that he still favored the appropriate: 
and he hopcd he would show that favor by his vote. The ques 
tion to which this survey relates, in more respects than one was 
as interesting and important to the United States as to Maine; and 
whatever is calculated to facilitate its settlement in an amicable 
and peaceful manner, consistent wih the rights of the State and 
the honor of the country, was equally entited toa candid con- 
sideration from all quarters of the House, and he still hoped the 
amendment would receive the unanimous sanction of the com- 
mittee. Whatever differences of opinion may exist here as to 
onr internal policy, he trusted that whenever a question touch 
ing our forego relations, however remotely, was presente, 
all those differences would be merged in the universal de- 
sire to present to the common foe an undivided front. Ifthe 
appropriation was refused, all that had been done would be lost, 
and the money expended thrown away. Are gentlemen pre- 
pared toabandon this work at thistime? No one could regret 
inore than he did the failure to complete this work during the 
last season, or feel greater disappointment at Urs une rected 
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the State wasoniy four hundred feet above the level of the St. 
Lawrence; whereas the official agents of the State, appointed 
a few yearn since for the purpose of exploring that point, make 
them one thousand feet higher. $t is impesssibie that g0 great 
a disparity, in a single observation, cwald have originated in 
mistake. “The commissioners of this Government ought to ex- 
amine that point, and let the truth be known, anil when thatwas 
done, he had no doubt. 1t would expose ihe utter falsity of the Bri 

tish report. In regardto the expense; he very frankly admitied it 
had exceeded his expectations; and the same. remark would 
apply with greater force to alj ether surveys of a similar cha- 
racter.. The whole amount expended upon the northeastern 
boundary would not pay the cost of ary twenty miles of the 
coast survey, for which this Governaient annually appropriated 
one hundred thousand dollars. : 

I: should be borne in mind that in the present case there was 
no evidence of extravagance, except what was derived by infe- 
rencefrom the large amount which had been expended. The 
iMference might be just, to some extent, thongh there could be 
very little doubt that it was very much exaggerated ii the mind 
of those unacquainted with the expense and iabor of conducting 
a harometrical survey. Iffie was correctly iifurnsed, mos: of 
the instruments necessary io prosecute the work were pur- 
chased in Europe, where alone they could be found, and that 
their cost furmeda large item in the expenditure. Under all 
the circumstances, he though: the amendinent ought to prevail, 
and he would again express the hope that it might be adopted 
without opposition. 

The question was then taken, 
adopted. 

Lem No. 204. For expenses in‘relation to the relief of cer» 
tain insolvent debtors of the United States, $2;0C0. 

Myr. CAVE JOHNSON moved tostrike it out, 

‘After some brief remarks by Messrs: FILLMORE and. TIL- 
LINGHAST— 

` Tbe question was taken, and the motion decided in the nega- 
tive 

So the committee refused to strike out the item, 

Tem No. 205 being uncer consideration, in the following 
words . 

For allowance to assistant counsel and district attorney under 
the acis providing for the settlement of private land claims in 
Florida, $2,000. 

Mr, FILLMORE said the Commitee of Ways and Means 
had been under some doubt whether this law had become ob: 
solete, or whether it should be appropriated for. He referred 
to the law and to the documents on the subject. and said he 
would submit it to the House to do as they thought proper with 
the item. 

Afer a brief conversation by Messrs. STUART of Minois, 
McKAY and TILLINGHAST— , $ 

Mr. STUART moved to strike out the item, but at the sug- 
gestion of 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, 
was pasted informally. ‘ 

Jtem 206 being under consideration, appropriating $3,00 
for payment to Luigi Persico anl Horatio Greenough fer 
statues to adorn the two blockings en the east front ef the Ca- 


pitol— 5 
i Mr. FILLMORE, by instructions from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, moved to strike out the item, Mr. F. re- 
marked that there were already $16,000 appopriated for this ob. 
ject that had not been applied, 

The question was taken and the amendment was agreed to. 

Trem No. 210 being, under consideration in the following 
words: A 

For completing the custom house at Boston, $50,000; provi- 
ded that thesum hereby appropriated be expended, under the 
direction of the Secreiary of the Treasury, in fitting and prepar- 
ing said building for the use of the collector of the porto’ Bos- 
ton and his officers, and not in contianation of any ornamental 
parts thereof, ? . 

Mr. WINTHROP moved an amendment to increase the 
amount to $150,000, ang to strike out the proviso. 

‘After discussion of this amendment by Messrs. W: NTHROP, 


and the amendment was 
¥ 


and by general consent, the item 


`B. d 


4 meray, and $ 
- facts, he asked that the roematial be: read; which-having been 


. said: he bad been request 
Considering the great nümhber 


thesi and the in 


done, it wag referred to the Got: mittee on Manufacture: 

Mr, BUCHANAN aiso presented a memo:jal from. citi 
of the city and°county of Philadelphia, asking: engresa tO re. 
fund to Major General Andrew Jackson thé $1000 fine Imposed, 
on him at New Orleans. Mr: B. horedthe bill which had been 
referred to the Committee on thé Judiciary, would-be reported 
„back speedily. "The memorial was referred to thar commiitiee. 

Also presented a memorial from. citigens of Pennsylvania, 
asking the restoration of the duty of 1&39 on impor of foe 
regn iron, to give protection: referred to the Committee on Ma- 
nufactores. si 

Mr. YOUNG, from the Committee on the District of Colum- 
bia, reported a bill for the relief of Casper W. Weaver; which 
was read, and ordered toa second reading. Ey 

The foliowing engrossed joint resojutions and bills were taken 
up, read the third time and passed, viz: i y 

The joint resolution from the Rouse of Representatives, 
withholding unti! otherwise ordered, ihe pay fer printing 
thè Compendium of the Sixth Censs, and apportionment 

jes.” ` 9 

The joint resolution to further provide for. the distribution 
of the printed returns of the sixth census, and other documents 
connected therewith, 3 

The biil for the relief of Richard Patten. 

The bill for the relief of Daniel Kieiss; and 

The bill for the reliefof the legal representatives of Richard 
T. Banks, of the xtate of Arkansas. “e Ha 

The bill to equalize the pay of the army, and for. other pure 

oses, was taken up for consideration; and onthe motion ef Mr. 

RESTON, was laid on-the table. iE 

The bill for the benefit of the Howard Institution of the City 
of Washington, was taken up as in committe: of the.whole; and 
after a few remarks by Messrs. CALHOUN, ARCHER, BAY- 
ARD, and MERRICK, on the propricty .of restraising the aus, 
thority of the Commissioner of the Pulsic Batidings overthe fe. 
Jections of the Jands in this city proposed to be donated to this 
charitable institution— ` : 

Mr, BAYARD moved to amend the bill, soasto make the se- 
Jections of the lots by the Commissisner subject to. the approval 
of the Secretary of the Treasury. The an:chdment was agreed 
io, and the bill sorted to the Senate, the amendment of 
the committee © in, and the bi was 
ordered 

a] 


tors 
of Columbia, with ap urendment, was taken up aa 
jnecomm of the whoie. 
“ty, BAYARD moved to fill the blank in the bill with $30,000 
to erect the building, A 
Afier a few rematksby Mr. WRIGHT, who was oppesed to 
hurried ection on a Dill of this character, which might ub 
iene y wvolve an expenviture of hundreds of thousand of dol- 
are, 7 ier 
On motion of Mr. EVANS, the bill was paseed: ovet infor- 
maliy. - d 
y THE LOAN BILL. : 

On motionof Mr. EVANS, the Senate proceedèd to theicon: 
sideration of the Loan Lill—the question immediately pen ing, 
being the amendment of Mr. Wanker to récal} the Rrocedds of 
the public land, and pledge them to the payment of the ptinei- 
pal and interes: of the proposed toan, ai 

Mr. WOODBURY agreed, with others, that the crisis Was an 
alarming oneia onr finances. He was willing to o¥erlook 
much of form, and all of subordinate importance, and all of 
mere politics or parties. But it was vial to sustain.and yestore 
public credit, and, if possible, win back public confidence ia our 
fidelity aad ekiti: What wasthe best mode of doing this? The 
bill. was atail necessary only because our loan of last July had 
failedand because our Treasury notes of fast January bad tailed, 
We had greatness, nopulation, territory, glory 1f you please, 
but hadwe credit? Had ourrecent conductieserved credit? 

1. We had reiuced pledges of lands'to secure the credit of the 
Treasury notes. : 


application for more money. He was not dispe 10 UNDERWOOD, FILLMORE PARMENTER, and SMITH, SEE a rains A 
dehy one thing which had been stated; that when the of Virginia— i i 2. We had increased cur expenses in profound peace, 


made, that it was believed to be 


On motion, the committee rose and reported progress. 


3. We had given away our whole jaud revenue when most in 


last appiopriation. was A l . | potion, OOD. A l etena ent 
ample, and that the work would be completed during f Mr. UNDERWOOD, on leave given, presented certain reso- bee . å otai kind 

t year. ut the survey was omple ions he Legislature of Kentucky, (the purport of which 4. We had yet imposed noadcitional taxes of any Kind. | 
tier laat year Enae, Ley Sopol egamni luttons from s he Rk x EN How then could weexpect tosucceedin this loan, unless we 


Je was admitted tu be of the highest importance, and that per- 
haps was explanation enough to show that the amendment 
ought w prevail; butit was dae to the commissioners to say, 
thatif gendemen would take the trouble to amine the docu- 
ments upon the subject, which were doubtless in their posses- 
sion, they would finit thas the former estinates were based upon 
the cost per mile of the survey of the previous year. The dis- 
tance had not been ascertained when those esimates were 
made, but was computed as near as possible from the most au- 
thentic maps in existence of the territory in dispute. J. turned 
outthat the real distance on the face of the earth was much 
greater than it was computed to by the maps, and this account 
ed Jor the mistake ia the former estimates, This difference in 
the three Hoes was more than a hundred miles, and afforded a 
strong palliation, if nota complete justification of the commis- 
sionara. In addition to this, it was proper to remark, 
that more than the whole distance covered by the former 
estimates had heen completed during the last season, not- 
withstanding the unfavorable season, on account of exten: 
sive fires ducing the severe drought, and the unexpected dif 
ficulties growing outof the peculiar character of the face of the 
country. Again, the territory to be surveyed was a wiidern 
remote from setiioments, rendering it necessary in some in- 
gtragces to wansport provisions and stores nearly three hundred 
miles through a dense forest, destined in the future to ke the 
best agricultural por onof Maine, but at present withoy 
track of a road toald in this important but expensive u 
taking. ‘The great object of the survey Was to asceriam 
northwest angle of Nova Sentia, 
1783, aud all who have paid any attention to this long g 
cuutroversy, Must know that the only method by winch that 
can be done, isto ascertain the point where the meridian line 
jntursects the true northern line of the State. By the report of 
the commissto ers, it would be see) that more than eighty 
mites of the meridian line remained to be explored, aud of 


the 
as deseribeil by the treaty of 
g 


wasnot heard by the Reporter.) Laid onthe table aud ordered 
to be printed. : 

Mr. HOPKINS moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. COWEN asked Mr. H. to waive the motion to enable 
him (Mr. C.) 10 submita. motion for reconsideration, (but in re- 
ference to what vote the Reporter could not hear.) 

M. H. declining to waive the motion— 

The question was taken, and the House atjourned. 


JN SENATE, 
Saterpay, April 9, 1842. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Senate a mes- 
sage froin the President of the United Siates, transmitting a 
copy ot a jetter from the chairmas of the Board of Commis- 
sioners appointed to explore and survey the boundary line he- 
tween Maine, New Hampshire, and the Brhish provinces, to- 
gether withthe report upon the subject. : 

On motion of Mr. WOODBURY, ordered to lie on the table 

d be printed. 
satin Dines ge from the President of the Tinited States. co- 
vering a report made by the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office in compliance with a resolution of the Senate of the dist 
March last, showing the quantity of land prepared for market, 
and not offared, on the 4th March, 184i, and the quantity retum- 
ed fromthe 4th March to the 3lst December, 1341, &c. which, 

On motion of Mr. McROBERTS, was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial ned by 1500 chi- 
zens of Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania. i sted m the coal 
trade, embracing almost every person engaged in this branch 

whether as laborers or otherwise. The roemori- 
alist state that when the last reduction under the compromise 
act goes into effect, the duty on coal wiil be reduced to forty 
cents pet ton; that forty cents willbe no proiection, whatever. 
They state that England imposes a duy of seven dollars per ton 


changed our course, and recalled the lands, and reduced our 
expeisest 

One mode of relief was to remove these causes of our present 
embarrassment, hy taking back three milions of good and 
permanant means and dispensing with six or seven millions of 
increased expense. If nut do ibis, then at least recall the 
lands— : 

}. For an additional pledge or security, 

2. Fora reduction of the defit by three millions. : 

3. For additional means, cerlainto pay interest and prins 
cipal. 

Hie argued all these points at length, and cited numerous 
facis in favor of them. 

He then considered another view of the case, that uniess the 
lands were recalled, enough to pay expenses so enhanced, and 
interest on the debt,could not he obtarnea from the tariff by any 
increase of duties. We should in the end be forced into direct 
taxes and excise. Theimports would tall off under higher dus 
ties; also uuder cash duties; and the bankrupt ta, and the ces- 
sation ofany loans from abroad being brought heme in mere 
chandise. Ife went fully into this. 

He next conténded that the recall and pledze of the Janda 

i lance with tre spirit of the distribution bill, and 
also of the original principe of any distribution which applied 
oniy toa surplus, While now we had most jamentable deficien- 

es. 
i Je argued at large that such a course as the arnerdment proe 
posed woul! increase the confidence of capitaiistsin our ability 
and disposition to meet our engagements. We now went into 
the market witha changeatiie, vatijlating, epenethrift policy, 
and left allsecurity and confidence afloat, Wemust Jose, in 
interest and discount, three millions probably on the eleven in 
the course of thetwemy years. At. least, we must pay quite 
eight or ten*per cent. by sucha reckless course, and burden the 

= te debt, which they might regard 


i wd Uai i i ew 

course if the work should be abandoned all that had on foreign coal. ‘Phey ask that Congress will impose a duty of next generation with the Sh He isan a it Toei eX. 
been done was useless, being so much time and ten centa per bushel. They pledge themselves that ifit be done, as vanag hae’ 1088 like this been offered for twenty years, 
money thrown away. He would further remark that the price of coal will be considerably reduced thereby; aad cep r amed at every sacrifice. That ended in went pee 


that inefive years after the passage of such tariff, ifthatdid not 
rove to be the fact, they would cheerfully consent to the re- 


action of duties to the standard of the compromise act, Mr. 


cent, and this must terminate in ike manner. We must also 


from information already in the possession of the House, 
incur a debt of six or seven millions move in this year if not 


it would appear thatthe British commissioners had represented | 


that (he alusude of the highlands at the angle contended for by 


-changing cour policymaking the whole near: twenty-four mil- 
_Hibnsigstead of seventeen... — : 


“Phe country, was ‘thus burdened witha longand ‘permanent 


“national debt in profound peace. AIF our farms will be mott- 
gaged forever, and that generally to- foreigners. We also vio- 
Tate the resolution of Mr, Clay to supply more within: the year, 
and ‘thus vacillate in & month to the other siie of the compass. 
We throw off ar postpone six or ten millions for a. whole gene- 
raion.. Ample details were given on these points. The Presi. 
“dent’s Jand message was highly’ commended. . On -one side 
“there was prudence; caution, ordinary usage; on the other, no- 
-velties, experiments sacrifices, disappointments, and ruin, wider 
and deeper. Our dane and antidote are both before us. 
(Ths speech will ba given in full hereafter. The above is 
only a.sxeleton of some: few of the points urged in it: 
‘Mr, PR’ STON expressed a ‘desire to spéak on the subject 
# pending, but oo 
Mr. MANGUM observed that heunderstood there were other 
gentlemen on his side intended to.speak. if afforded the opper- 
tunity; aad it was now so near 3 o'clock, that it was evident the 
debate could not be closed this evening. He therefore thought 
it would be best to adjourn. 7 
Mr. CALIXOUN intimated his intention. to address the 
. Senate for a short time on the passage of the bill. 
After a short consultation, not heard in the Reporter’s gal- 
tery, Mr. Mancum’s proposition to adjourn was withdrawn; 


and 

Mr. PRESTON proceeded with his remarks. He tooka 
cursory review of the présent condition of the Government, 
and urged the necessity of immediate action for its relief. He 
attributed the discredit of the Government- to the outstand- 
ing Treasury notes of the late Administration, and the 
financial policy pursued by it while in charge of the 
Government. It was in consequence of the iniquitous ten- 
dency of that policy that the Whig party had been so unani- 
mously called into power, and for the purpose of changing it 
aud establishing a sounder system. . But when the Whigs did 
obtain the reins of Government they hadtotake them under 
great and embariassing difficulties. They had an empty Trea- 
sury, aú accumulation of postponed duties of Government, a 
large ‘unfunded debt calling for immediate payment, a de- 

, Greasing tariff, and no sufficient law. to provide adequate means 
‘for carrying on the public business. To remedy all this 
was the work of time. The. consequence of such a 
state of things was seen in the present want of credit and the 
imperative necessity which ¢alls.for the immediate passage of 
this Dill, ‘The crisis is now come that there can be no longer 
, postponement, even for a day. There is no alternative between 
this measure and a resort to Treasury notes, Would the Se- 
nator from New Hampshire (Ms. Woopgury] now propose a 
” new issue of Troasury notes, to raise the means necessary to re- 
lieve the Government from its present difficulties? à 

Mr, WOODBURY said he would not issue another dollar of 
Treasury notes; but he would authorizea loan, founded on a 
pledge of the proceeds of the public lands, to fand.the Treasury 
notes already outstaling, 

Mr, PRESTON observed that it was then evident no one 

continued to advocate the Treasury note system; and that una- 
nimeus assent was given to the alternative of a funded debt. 
This was the policy which the Whigs had promised as the on! 
way: tœget ridof the Treasury note sysiem—a system which 
‘broke down the fate Administration. 
.. He contended that the Administration now jn power had 
been but thirteen months in existence, and this was the first regu- 
lar session of Congress that the Whigs had had any opportunity 
of maturing their policy, Their action could only be consider- 
ed prospective, not retrospective, for they could not go back 
and undo all the evil that had been done by the late Adminis- 
tration. 

‘The gentlemen opposite were very ready, now that they had 
plunged their successors in a sea of difficulties, to tell the World 
that ifthey had been allewed to continuein possession of power 
even but ayearor two longer, they would have established 

s economy by retrenchments, freed the Government from debt, 
and avoided all necessity fur increased taxation. And it must 
be confessed they exhibited great zeal in this work of retrench- 
ment during the last year of their administration, But he feared 
if they had even then been indulged with another year’s grace 
they would have fulfilled the old adage— 

“The devil was sick—the devil a saint would be; 
“The devil got well—the devil a saint was he.” 


Mr. P. next took a general view of the policy of the late Ad- 
ministration towards the close of its term, in the course of which 
he adverted to the aggregate expenditures of the four ycars, 
witha view ofsustaining the allegation that the average of ex- 
, penditutes was thirty-five millions. He admitted, that in this 
the extraordinary expenditures were included; but, he asked, 
what wore (hese extraordinary expenditures? It had been con- 
tendad, on the other side; that they were made up of Treasury 
notes redeemed, debt paid, trust funds, internal improvements, 
&e, Cenumerated;) but were not the Treasury notes paid and 
the debt discharged, obligations contracted by the gentlemen 
themselves? and had they ‘nota right to pay them and charge 
the payment as part of their expenditures; and asto the other 
items, would they not be chargeable to the present Ad- 
ministration too? The excases made about extraordinary 
expenditures, he considered very similar to those which might 
be offered by a profligate rake whose father jhad given him an 
allowance ofeighteen or twenty hundred dollars a year for his 
expenses, but who spentthirty five hundred dollars a year; and 
when called to account by his parent, should attempt to justify 
himself by insisting that he only spent his annual income, be- 
cause his hoard, and clothing, and ordinary expenses were the 

same—the excess being in extraordinary expenses, such as 
champagne at Bonlangei’s and fashionable vices elsewhere, 


Here Mr. P. took another review of the same period, on the 
admission that the expenditures for ordinary purposes were 
twenty-eight millions annually, and after commenting for some 
time thereon, he contrasted the expenditures and retrenchments 
of the last year of theterm, with the expenditures and retrench- 
ments of the firstjyear of the presentAdministration,and contend- 
ed that the economy ofthose now in power would come out tri- 
umpbant from the comparison. He asked from the gentlemen 
but å littie time—they had left their successors an unweeded 

arden—things rank and groas in uature possessed it merely; 
Jet the Whigs getintoit fairly with their hoes, and they would 
in due time show a new system ofculture, by which the desert 
-would be made to binsson like the rose. 


Hf the Whigs are driven into extraordinary and extravagant 
expenditures, he trusted they would noteurrender up their trust, 


- Without -leavin, 


` force. it, 


g some monument behind them of their pa- 
triotism-at least. Sige eg i 
` He trusted they would leave a well appomted and efficient 


‘navy—a sufficient fevenue—a well furnished house anda thriy- 


ing condition of the country. i 7 
fc was obvious that.a Joan must be had; and to. obtain it the 


bill must be ‘efficient in authority under any circumstance. The 
ground assumed by the mover ofthe amendment now pending, 
and ‘by those who advocated its adoption, is, that a pledge is ne- 
cessary—that a mortgage must be offered. A mortgageis no 
better than a promise—unless there isa court of justice to en- 
He would ask what. is the ground ‘upon which 
Governments~ invariably ` seek for accommodation? Is 
it not national. høsor; and there can be no ‘other 
pledge; -for if that is. not kept no other can be 
depended upon, The public faith is given, and the sagaci- 
ty of -mankind-will see thatit is the only national pledge 
that can.be depended upon. Every -citizen’s property is pledged 
in the general pledge of the faith of the Government, Hecon- 
tended that. the offer of this pledge of the public lands: would 
have a tendency to discredit the Government. Where is the 
excise power? Ifthe necessity is to exist of resorting to it, let 
itcome. It will do the county good to levy an excise on it of 
five millions. It will be salutary. It will force pubiic atten- 
tion to the expenditures of this Government. S 

He held in his hand an estimate of the consumable articles 
ofthe last seven years imported, the average of which was ninety- 
one millions. Hetook this average for the next seven years, 
and made calculations at twenty-five per cent. duty to show 
that with the restoration of the land fund and the reduction of 
the free list—taxing tea and coffee, &c,—a suffic ent revenue 
could be obtained not only to supportihe Government but to 
provide for the liquidation ofthe debt. 

> This could be accomplished, but gentlemen must consent to 
tax tea and coffee and other articles long favored on the free list. 
They must also come up to the mark at once, and restore the 
land fund. It was a fund that never should have been taken 
from the revenue—they had now seen the madness and the 
folly of giving it away—it was a dangerous, he feared a fatal 
step, and there was not to be a moment lost in retracing it, 
There could be no excuse for longer withholding it from the 
‘Treasury. Every one admitted the limit of the compromise 
act must be transcended, and there/ore the contingency exists 
on which the law itself surrenders it. But Jet that surrender 
bea separate measure, and unconnected with any pledge. He 
would go for the full repeal of thë distribution. He believed 
the land fund never should be-taken from the revenue.’ The 
repeal will come, in spite of every effort to preventit. The coun- 
try will rise in one mass against the act of distribution, under 
existing circumstances. Itisnot in the power of man to save 
the land bill, Ifpersisted in, it wiH prostrate the Whig party. 
Why should’the Whig party, let itself be prostrated by it? It is 
nota Whig measure—itnever was a Whig measure—he could 
prove it from Mr. Clay’s own speech at Taylorsville. 

Jie weuld not, however, go iuto these things now. It was 
enough to remind his friends that they never could have passed 
the land bill at the extra session but for the proviso of restoring 
the fund should the compromise act be violated. All the ar- 
ments about its beingan indispensable part ofthe greateystem of 
Whig measures could not have carried it through without this 
express condition. The question had been asked, what harm 
had occurred from it? Every thing occurred from it. Ifit had 
been foreseen at the extra session that the Government would 
be in such a condition as it now is in, with its credit prostrate 
and its obligations protested, not even the proposition of that 
Jand bill could have been brought forward. He was glad to 
see the stand taken by the Senator from Virginia (Mr. ARCHER] 
in favor of the good old doc rine of the rightofthe Government 
to the property in the public domain, and its entire coutro] over 
the whole subject. 

But this proposition to pledge the public domain was a sepa- 
rate issue from that ofrestoring the land fund. He regarded the 
amendment of the Senator from Mississippi in that particular, 
as a proposition to stop the supplies of Government. He did 
not attribute that intention to the Senator, nor to the Senator 
from Virginia, who had seconded the amendment. 

Mr. WALKER inquired ifthe President of the United States, 
in his message to Congress, proposed to stop the supplies of 
Government? 

Mr. PRESTON did not attribute motives to gentlemen—he 
had expressly stated that—but the President of the United 
States was acting under different circurnstances from 
those controlling Congress Ife had acted properly, and was 
right in recommending. what he thought proper; but the 
proposition was rejected with a whirlwind in that branch of 
Congress to which the message had been sent. To pass it now 
here would be the means of causing the rejection of the whole 
bill in the other House, or is would be the cause of interminable 
negotiation. Let the proposition to restore the land fund come 
as another and separate measure; let it come in any other shape 
and he would vote forit, . . 

With regard to the difficulty raised about the authority to sell 
the stock at less than par, he would say, the money must be 
had, and how is it to be had—how, but by buyingit? As much 
must be paid for it as itis worth—just like provisions or clothing 
for the sol.liery ofthe Government. It musi be had: and when the 
necessity is inevitable,it must be bought at whatever price it 
commands in the market. Ue believed it could be had for 95: 
but if 7, 8, or 10 per cent. discount must be pail to get money, 
let it be paid. He was unwilling to givea discretionary power 
to any individual, but he would yield to imperious necessity 
and would therefore confide to the Secretary of the Treasury 
the discretionary power of going into the money market, here 
or abroad, to obtain this money; and for the faithful discharge 
of bis trust, that officer and the whole Government would be re- 
sponsible. 

Mr, P. after dwelling at some length on the causes which 
contributed to leave the debt of five and a halfmillions ofthe 
last Administration to be paid by the present, charged that the 
ands which had been advertised;were. withheld from sale, after 
being so advertised; and argued that if the Whig administra. 
tion since it cameinto power, did withhold lands from sale 
it merely followed the precedentset it. He concluded by urg- 
ing the propriety of the passage of the bill, and of throwing the 
stock into the market to sell for whatever it would bring to 
maintain the konor and credit of the Government, 

Mr. EVANS now desired that the Senate would vote on 
the amendments, and order the bill to be engrossed 
for a third reading on Monday. That he believed was 
the understanding onyesterday. He desired himsélf to make 

some remarks in reply to what had fallen from several Senators 


against the bill, but he would forego a reply, such was the ur- 

gency for action onthe bill. Those Senators who stil wished 

to address the Senate could do so on Monday. : 
Mr. YOUNG hoped this course wouldnot be adpted. Hedid 


- notsee the pressing urgency for such a course—there being 


Treasury notes on hand to meet the immediate and pressing 
wants ofthe Government. He desired only five minutes to 
make. a few remarks. 

Mr. SEVIER was anxieus to vote on this amendment—~but 
he had paired off for to-day; andeas the probability’ was that no 
vote could be taken to-day, he would move an adjournment, 

Mr. BAYARD sadit was necessary for him to be absent. on 
Monday, and was anxiousto record his vote on the amendment, 
as he had uot paired off. Ifthe questiou was not taken this 
evening, he would lose his vote. as 3 

Mr: MANGUM was opposed to hurrying the bill through this 
evening. Many propositions had been announced in debate 
which ought notto be passed over without reply; and he, for 
one, could not consentto forego a reply. $ 

Mr. SEVIER, at the suggestion of several, withdrew the mo: 
tion for an adjournment; when 

Mr. YOUNG said he bad a statement before him which show- 
ed that when Mr. Van Buren retired from the Administration 
of the Government, on the 3d of March, 1841, a debt was left 
outstanding, and unredeemed of Treasury notes, to the amount 
of $5,607,000. There had been provided for the incoming Ad- 
minis'ration, five millions of Treasury notes, so that instead of 
finding anempty Treasury, there were authorized to be issued 
over and above the outstanding amonnt, a sum of five milions, 
At thistime we were told that a new set of books were to be 
opened, and the old books wereto be closed, Now let us ex. 
amine those new books. $ 

The first loan in the form of Treasury notes for General 
Harrison’s administration, “commencing the 4th of March, 
1841,) and created by act of Sth February, 184], was $5,000,000. 
On July 21st, 1841, during the memorabile extra session, another 
loan was created of $12,000,000. On the 3lst January, 1842, 
another loan of $5,000,C0U, and now in the month of April, 1842, 
an additional loan of five millions, making in all the: enormous 
amount of $27,000,000 in thirteen months. Isnot this astound: 
ing? But letus examine this matter further.’ The loan pro- 
posed by this biil is $11,331,090, including $6,331,060 of the 
$12,000,000 loan. The interest on this sum, at six per cent. 
amounts to $679,860 for each year, making the enormous ag: 
gregate amount of interest for the twenty years, $13.597,200, ex- 
ceeding the principal debt by $2,266,200; and putting the prin- 
cipal and interest together, and we shall have a debt, under this 
bill alone, at the end of twenty -ycars, of the enormoussum of 
$24 928,200. Thus loan follows loan in quick succession, and 
this has tended as much as any thing else to weaken public con. 
fidence in the public credit. The people see jt is becoming 
a Governmentofloans. And what now becomes of the doctrine 
advanced by the resolutions debated here so long to the exclus 
sion of the business of the session—that we should raise the 
means within the year to meet the expenses of the year. Why 
not provide the means from the resources of the country? Sir, 
we have heard of a compromise act, by which the duties upon 
imports of foreigu merchandise, after the present year, are li- 
mited to 20 percent. And there is a certain land distribution 
act, which contains a provision that whenever these duties are 
raised above 20 per cent. the distribution of the proceeds ofthe 
sales of the public lands shall ceasg, so that the money may 
be brought back to the national Treasury for national pur» 

oses. 

p Now I would appeal to the Senator from Virginia [Mr. AR 
CHER, } who I know isagainstany violation of this provision in 
the jand distribution law, to say when the time will come when 
a necessity will he created for going above 20 per cent. if you 
proceed with this system of supplying deficits with Joans? 
Never; because as often as a deficit occurs, another loan 18 sure 
to be asked for. I would greadly prefer, under existing cir- 
cumstances, if money must be borrowed, to borrow only so 
much as is necessary for present purposes, And at a time 
when the money market is depressed, and the rate of interest is 
at least 2 per cent a month, loans should be made for the short» 
est possible period. 

Wouid a prudent merchant go into the market at sucha time, 
and contract a loan fortwenty years? No, sir, at such a time 
he would borrow by the month. No prudent man would borrow 
fora longer time ifhe could avoid it; and that which it would not 
be prudent for a. private individual to do, would not be prudent for 
a Government. If ever there was a time when short loans 
were necessary, this isthe time. The Senator from South Ca- 
rolina has made some allusion to retrenchment, which was pro- 
mised before the Whig party came into power, and which they 
have failed to perform; and which he sill promises will bere- 
deemed. Now, T happen to have two bil!s in my possession, 
which were laid before the Senate, I believe, this morning, 
which show what sort of retrenchment is to be executed under 
the past and present promises of that party. One is a 
bill to raise two new regiments, and to organise a 
corps of horse artillery, and the other is for the ore 
ganization of a corps of sappers and miners and pon- 
toniers, and thisata time when, according to the Senator from 
Kentucky, [Mr. CLAY] two regiments of cavalry might be dis- 
pensed with, Now what does the honorable Senator propose 
to appropriate for the support of these two new regiments? The 
fourth section of the act declares that the sum required to carry 
into effect the provisions of this act shall be, and. the same is 
hereby, appropriated. What sum? Is itto bea thousand dol- 
lars, or five hundred.thousand? Now I am opposed to the war 
pretextfor making large and unnecessary appropriations, which 
as soon as Made are generally squandered away. 

Let us first see the speck of war, when the necessity becomes 
apparent, then we will vote such sums as may be necegsary. 
But the system of going on with appropriationa, and blindly 
raising regiments, building ship after ship, whilst we have 
shipsrotting inthe dry decks, 1s one which I cannot agree 
with. Is it prudent—is it right? Tsay, borrow money if nes 
cessary, but only so much as you actually want,and fora pe- 
riod not exceeding three years at farthest. Butdo not think of 
extending your loan to twenty years, at a time when you are 
subjected to great sacrifices, in order to raise the money. 

Why not bring in the revenue bil at Orce, and fet us sea 
what our means are, and compare them with our wants, and 
then make provision forsupplying the deficeney? Now Iwill 
give you one reason why the new States are opposed to this ays 
tem of distribution. The moment the old States get their hards 
upon these lands, the new States need expert no further favors 
from the Government. How has it heen whiler th fe 
the distribution ofthe publi ine? We hat oln] 

public lands was pending? We had resolu] 


tions from Kentucky, against donations.to the new States for 
‘any. plirpose, we had resolutions from. North. Carolina, 
against. “Preemption Bills,” and “Graduation Bills; from 
~ Delaware against grants to the new States, or reduction in the 
price; from Indiana we had protesis against the, reduction of the 
price other than to graduate the same; Massachusetts approved 
öfa liberal policy towards the actual settler, and liberal pro- 
visions towards the. new States; from. Connecticut we had a 
protest. against any reduction of prices and the surrender of 
this common property or any portion of it to any of the 
States. ‘This is what was anticipated that the States would con- 
side: their common. property. Look at the State of Hlinois, 
. with eighteen millions of acres, not subject to taxation, because 

they belong: to the United States. 
if taxation upon this quantity of land was permitted, 1t would 


afford a revenue of $500,000 a year. And are we notentiiled to | 


more favor on account of this sacrifice? And in reference to the 
ublic improvements throughout the new States—are not the 
nited States, as a great landed proprietor, in equity bound to 


assist ‘the State of Illinois to complete the Illinois and | 


Michigan canal, (which has cost the State so much) 
which: passes through the public domain, and thereby 
~jngreases the value of that domain on cach side of the canal. 
Yes, they areas much bound as a propertyholder on a street is 
pound to contribute tò the improvement of such street by which 
the value of his property is increased. 
Does not every Senator seein what situation we are placed 
by the land bill? how we are crippledand bowed down? And if 
you continue this policy, are you not in danger of an interrup- 
tion to your system, by the States in which the lands lie taxing 
these lands, andselling them for taxes? What witli the United 
States in such. case do? Willthey make war upon the new 
States?. Would it not” be more equitable towards all the 
States to bring this land back, and let it remain as a 
common fund to be used forthe purposes of Government, and 
thus it will be distributed for the equal benefit ofall the States. 
What do we getat present? New York gets four or five times 
as much asone ofthe new States. What we get is not worth 
talking about; it would not pay the sixth part of the interest of 
our State luan, It cannot then be considered as a very great 
poon; and we would prefer to have it brought back to the na 
tional Treasury; and then we will ask you to assist us to carry 
out those great works of internal improvement which may be 
considered worthy to be completed. Ihave said more than I 
intended, but my feelings upon this subject always carry me 
away. : 


Tam satiefied that the people of the new Silateg can never con» ` 


sent to this mode of distribution, We are not benefited by it, 
and we will get.no more grants for special purposes. We ask 

| that the lands shall remain a common fund to meet the necessi- 
ties of the Government, or to be disposed of as heretofore, for 
Jaudable objects in the States, the tendency of which is benefi- 
cial to the whole Union. 

Mr. WOODBURY said he rose a moment to set right, it was 
hoped forever, two or three matters of fact, referred to by the 
Senator from South Carolina, {Mr. PRESTON } 

Mr. W. observed that the past Administration had been 
charged-with recommending a reduction of the expenses to 
twenty millions, after they were obliged to quit power, and as a 
bad legacy to their successors, But if the Senator looked at 
two ofthe annual reports before the Presidential election, he 
would find that a reduction to twenty, and even eighteen mil- 
Jons, was urged on Congress. He admitted, however, that his 
friends never proposed to reduce the expenses so low as the 
promises of some on the other side, which were to fifteen and 
thirteen millions. 

Again: Mr. W. said that the document read by the Senator as 
to $35,000,000 being the average expense in Mr. Van Buren’s 
administration, showed on its face that, deducting the funded 
and unfunded debt, the expenses were only, onan average, 
from. twenty-seven to twenty-eight milions. 

. This the Senator afterwards virtually conceded. But, he 
added, that the. debt was created by Mr. Van Buren, which 
made the difference, and therefore his term ought to be charged 
with it. In this he erred: if the debt had been created by 
~ others, and part of it was, the more Mr. Van Buren paid of it, 
the more prudent he was, instead of wasteful. But of this 
twenty-eight or more millions, technically a debt, Mr. Van 
Boren’s administration did not create a dollar, except about 
four anda half millions of Treasury notes left unredeemed on 
the Lst of January, 1841. All the rest wasthe rematos of old 
debt or the mere issue and reissue of Treasury notes, without 
adding any thing tothe real debt of the country on- the Ist of 
January, 1841, except the sum before named, of about four 
anda half millions. Thiswasall, Mr. Ewing knew this, and 
virwually admitted it. So does the Committee on Manufactures 
of the oiher Liouse; so the chairmen of the Committee on Fi.- 
nance in both Houses; so must a!l that take pains to examine 
the details. 

The other column in that document as to extraordinary 
expenses, which the Senator had read, had nothing to do with 
this point. Both the ordinary and, extraordinary expenses 
were together in the last administration but twenty-seven dol- 
lars and a fraction onan average, and but twenty-two and half 
millions the last year of it. The items which the Senator read 
asif all were deemed extraordinary, were in fact called in 
that report ashe called them, temporary in some cases rather 
than extraordinary. He hastily read as if the report de- 
signated them ali as extraordinary, when it says in so many 
words extraordinary or temporary. The items also were 
designated and selected by the Senate’s resolution, to which 
the report is a reply. and were not selected, nor characterised by 
the Department. The schedule, too, went back and included 
Mr. Adams’s and General Jackson’s administration, and was 
pot partial and confined to Mr. Van Buren’s,as might be inferred, 
notexplained. 

A word more asto the duty 


of the Treasury Department to 
look ahead and recommend measures in advance. This was 
done in 1839, 1839, and 1810, asto a revision of the tariff and 
“new taxes, if Congress proposed to increase expenses beyond 
the income expected in these years, under Jaws then cx- 
isting. r: . 

In 1840 a new tariff was prepared in detail and Congress no- 
tified of it, and it was called for by the Senator who has just left 
us, [Mr. Clay] and is printed, and in your records. 

Without going into the topic of the depreciation of Treasury 
notes, Mr. W. wouid add thai their great depreciation and bad 
odor had all occurred since the public lands were given away 
under the present Administration. 


Fo, as to stopping the supples by this amendment, it was ob- 
vious that no such intent gould exist, or the President was M- 


_. CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
volvedin it. And The legislation, with aviewto what aa KAER f 
èd would please either the other Mouse or the President, was the ~ 

-very worst kindof legislation. The experience of gentlemen 


-at the last:session, with such legislation in relation to the two 
bank bills, ought to cure all such movements again. 

A word as to the postponement, by Mr.: Van Buren, of the 
land sales at Lima, and the present Administration travelling 
in his footsteps. At times, under all administrations, sales are 
postponed for special reasons, as then existed, because not con- 


Mr. Van Buren advertised severa! millions of acres of land every 


year of his Administration, which were-never postponed, and ” 


thus over three millions were ‘collected from lands in each of 
his years; while this Admiuistration advertises none, or next to 


none, and has postponed some advertised by him, and thus have _ 


collected so little from that source. ba 

Mr. PRESTON replied, admitting that he had fallen into 
some errors pointed out by Mr. Wooprury; and went on to 
qualify his charges of extravagance against the last Administra- 
tion. He had been misted. by things apparent on the face of 
publicdocuments, and the Senator had explained things which 
did not appear in these documents. 

Mr. MANGUM. said it was apparent.that the amendments 
could not be passed upon, and the bill ordered to be engrossed 
to-night. Fhe Senator from Missouri had informed him that 
after the pending amendments were disposed of, he had other 
amendments to submit: he would therefore move to adjourn. 

Mr. BAYARD saw no reason why the pending amendment 
should not be disposed of, ifother amendments were to follow. 
He hoped the motion to adjourn would be voted down. 

The question on adjourning was taken and disagreed to— 
ayes 18, noes 19, 

The question now recurring on the amendment of Mr. 
Warxer.it was read as follows: 

Sec. 5. Strikeout all after the word “from,” in the 2d line, 
and insert:, 

The sales of the public landa shall be, and thesame are here- 
by, distinctly, separately, and inviolably pledged for the pay- 
ment of the interest and the redemption of the principal of all 
the stock which has heretofore been issued under the provisions 
of the act hereby amended, or which may hereafter be issued 
under the provisions of the said act, as hereby modified and 
amended; and also for the payment of the interest and principal 
of any and all Treasury notes issued in pursuance .of the pro- 
visions of the act entitled “An actto authorize the issuing of 
Treasury notes,’ approved the twelfth day of October eigh- 
teen hundred and thirty-seven, or any act subsequent thereto, 
and now outstanding and unredeemed, or which may hereafter 
be issued in pursuance of the provisions of any ef the said acts; 
which said pledge, hereby solemnly made, shall be in no way 
impaired or revoked, until the principal and interest of all of 
thé said debts shal! have been fully paid and satisfied, or until 
the full means for such payment shail have been accumalated 
in money, and placed in the Treasury of the United States to 
meet such payments. And all the provisions of the act entitled 
tAn act to appropriate the proceeds of the sales of the public 
lands, and to grant pre-emption rights,’ approved on the 4th 
of September, 184], which are inconsistent witb this section 
of this act, shall be, and the same are hereby, suspended in their 
operation until the pledge of the proceeds of the sales of the 
public Jands, made hereby, shall have been fully redeemed 
and discharged in the manner in this section required. And the 
said proceeds of the sales o! the public lands, or such portions 
thereof as may be necessary for these purposes, shal] be, and 
the same are hereby appropriated to pay the interest upon the 
said debts, and to redeem the principal of the same when due 
and payable, or sooner, in case a surplus of money in the Trea 
sury shall make it the duty ofthe Secretary of the Treasury, 
under the fourth section of the act hereby amended, to redeem 
the said stock, or any portion thereof, sooner by a purchase of 
the same. 

The question was then taken on the above amendment, and 
it was rejected on yeas and nays, by the following vote, viz: 
yeas 18, noes 25: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, Rives, Smith of Connecticut, 
Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, 
Wright and Yeung—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clayton, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, 
Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Preston, 
Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Sprague, Tallmadge, 
White, and Woodbridge—25. 

The quostion recurring on the amendment of Mr. Evans to 
the fourth section— 

Mr. BENTON gave notice that he wished to offer an amend- 
ment to this amendment; and if it was the intention of the Se 
nate to proceed in the further consideration of the bill this 
evening, he would now submit it, 

Mr. EVANS, in view of this ffet, moved an adjournment; 
which was carried; and 

The Senate adjourned till Monday. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
SATURDAY, April 9, 1842. 

Atthe meeting of the House this morning, after prayer by 
the Rev. J. N. Marsit, the Clerk began to read the journal of 
yesterday. A 

Mr. RUSSELL of Ohio, rose and called the attention of the 
Speaker to the State of the House, there Lot being atthe of 
a quorum in attendance. 

The SPEAKER caid the reading of the journal did not require 
a quorum, unless a question was raised to test its correctness, 
nor had he ever known such a question as this made. 

Mr. RUSSELL appcaled from the decision of the Chair, and 
called for the ayes and noes on his appeal, which were 


. ordered. 


Mr, STEENROD moved to lay the appeal on the table. 

Mr. P. G. GOODE called for the ayes and noes there- 
on; which were ordered, and resulted as follews—ayes 9t 
noes 17,many members having come into the House during 
the calling of the roll. The jointnumbers, however, even with 
the addiiion of the gentlemen who came at a late period, only 
only amounted to 111, being less than a quorum. Asother gen- 
tlemen, however, came in, there was evidently a quorum pre- 
sent. 

‘The SPEAKER stated that fact to the House; he also admit- 
ted that he found the gentleman from Ohio was correct, and 
that the reading of the journal did require a quorum. 

a“ RUSSELL then withdrew his appeal, and the journal was 
read. 


_ yenient to the people for examination tilllateinthe year. But "| 


- volutionary Pensions. |. 


„vate bill for the reef of James. Williams, - 


_ partially acted upon’ on ‘Thursday, to-confirm a ‘title 10 


. Mr. HARRIS presented the pétition of Mégdatene Bible 
ing 


i 1 ion of B rays 
for a.pension; which was referred to the Committee ‘on Res: » 


_ Mr: COWEN withdrew a motion, which .was made this; 
in order, to reconsider the vote taken last last week on! the: 


“Mr. MARSHALL called up the bill which, on his motiol 


lands in Louisiana; which, after some explanation, was 

> Mr. EVERETT moved that 300 extra copies ofthe rep’ 
the coast survey; which was ordered to. be printed ye terday; 
be printed for the use of the superintendent; which was agreed 
to. > i ; 

The House then resolved itself ifito ‘a Committee of the - 
Whole, (Mr. Tuompson of Tn Hana in the chair,)- on:the Civil 
and Diplomatic Appropaiation bill. ; ST 

The pending question wason the section; No. 210, for com- * 
pleting the custom-house at Boston, with thé proviso that the 
sum thereby appropriated be expended, under the direction..of 
the Seoxetary of the Treasury, in fitting and preparing that 
building for the use of the collector of the port of. Boston and 
his officers, and not in the continuation of any ornamental part © 
thereof. To this Mr. WinTHrop had proposed to add $100,000, 
thereby making the appropriation $150,000, fat 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia asked if it was in order to move to 
strike out the whole section. Rad ee 

The CHAIRMAN'’S reply was not distinctly heard. 

Mr. SMITH said enough transpired yesterday to show, that 
some decisive action was necessary. In 1835 it was represent-. 
ed that $50,000, in addition to the proceeds from the sale of the 
old materials, would be efficient to erect this. custom-house, 
and on that authority the origina! appropriation was made; | 
but whag had been the fact? They had here a’strinking illus- ` 
tration of a neglect of duty somewhere which deserved censure; 
and the gentleman from New York [Mr. FiLLmorg] hadin- 
timated that this appropriation had been reduced to its present 
amount as a rebuke to those who had originated its necessity. 
But if that gentleman. would extend kis rebuke still’ further, 
and strike out the whole appropriation, he (Mr. Surru):-wonid 
go with him. What ought to be the course pursued? Ought 
they to make this appropriation with the avowal made that 
there will be $300,000 still required to complete this work? The 
plan should be to vote down the proposition of the gentlenran 
from Massachusetts{Mr. Wintxop,] then strike out the appro- 
priation altogether, and by independent legislation authorize æ 
survey of the work and complete it by contracte It was their 
duty to arrest this system of extravagance. gs 

Mr. REY NOLDS made some remarks on the subject of ex- 
travagance, which were very indistinctly heard. He also ĝis- 
cussed the propriety of expending a sum of money for the pur- 
pose of testing expenditures in ship building, which had. been 
authorized by the bill making an appropriation for the construc- 
tion-of a steam war vessel by Mr. Stevens, at a time whien 
there was fot a dollar inthe Treasury. . TA 

The Chairman having called him tu order for irvelevancy, he 
proceeded to discuss the object for which the appropriation was 
tobe made. They had been told that there were twenty-six 
pillars in this building, at a cost of $5,000 each, and ornaments 
at acest of $10,000, and this expenditure was made at a time 
when the stocks of the nation were sold below par. Te wags 
sure the farmers of Indiana and Illinois would not be willing to 
be taxed for such extravagance. It was not true that the peo- 
ple of the inland districta were hostileto these works, for they 
were national works, wherever they might be situated, but 
there should be a proper ecenomy observed in their exec- 


tion. g 

Mr, PARMENTER, who supported the amendment to in- 
crease the appropriation, stated that he betieved the pillarein 
question were already in their places. There were twenty-eight 
for the portico, ata cost of $5 100 each, and sixteen three quar- 
ter columns at $3,700each. They were contracted for three 
years ago. - 


Mr. WINTHROP said it was seven yeare since the custom- 
house had been projected, and about $700,000 had been expend- 
ed upon it in that time; and the commissioners have recently 
made estimates as to the shortest time and the lowest amount of 
money in and at which it can be completed, and. they have 
come to the conclusion that $300,000 is the lowest amount that 
will be required,and that can only be made to suffice by taking 
advantage of time and circumstances. But there had been far 
too much freedom during the discussions on this bill with pri 
vate character. Judges and Governors of States and Territories 
had been dragged into it, and the gentleman from New York 
(Mr. Fiermorg] had made remarks on some constituents of hig, 
(Mr. W.) which he was not warranted nor justified in making, 
and he felt bound to repel them. Boston had not been accus- 
tomed to be associated with dishonor, either in her. public or 
private character, and there would be found to beas Hittle ground 
for this charge as for many others that had been made on that 
floor, Andon what did ail this rest? On little provision in- 
serted in the appropriation bill, passed on the night of the 3d of 
March, appropriating $50,000, for the erection of the custom- 
house at Boston, in addition to the Proceeds of the sales of the 
old materiale, provided that would be sufficiént. Now, this 
proviso, so inserted, ought to be a warning not to insert details 
in an appropriation bill. There was no record of pro- 
ceedings in’ the committee, but he took it that it 
happened in this way. The amendment was pro- 
posed, giving $50,000 for the purchase of a site, an he 
supposed some gentleman on that fioor who wished to signalize 
himself asa lover of economy, and make himself notorious in 
the papers, as too many in that House were ever desirous to do, 
moved the insertion of that proviso, and the House, unable to 
arrest it, passed itinto a law: but did nat every body Know, who 
knew any anything of such things, and of the price of mate- 
rials, and land, and labor in a place like Boston, that it would, 
cost more than $50,000 to erect a dwelling house for a private 
family? Butthere was another fact. Thismoney was not used 
for two years afterwards; it was not until 1833 that thig money 
was applied for the purpose originally intended; and what had 
then been done? Congress had appropriated $200,000 more 
before a spade was put into the earth ora brick laid, for the 
$50,000 was not even sufficient to purchase the land, and ifthe 
House had been imposed upon, it. had imposed upon itself. 

Mr. FILLMORE rephed. He knew rot the gentlemen who 
were concerned in the erection of thig custom-h juse, but he pre- 
sumed the blame was to rest on the architect, the commiesloper, - 
and the Secretary of the Treasury. He read some documents 
to show an admission that there had been a change in the origi- 
nal design of this work, and that the estimates had been made 
outayvowedly with great imperfection, And this was the case 


with all the public-works, to's'6p which, and to hold some per- 
gon-respondible, means:should be adopted... Witha knowledge 
of these, circlmstances, the Committee of Ways and Means did 
Willing-to give $150,000 but had reduced the. appropria- 

50,000 with the-proviso. — +- E ERS 
RMENTER did not believe the transaction to: be one 
tired censure. He asked, if-a. -proper.site could be 
selected without a large expenditure, equal, or néarly equal to 
this} -And the: pillars were only of such a- character. as. those 
that were used in the public buildings of a city like Boston—the 
rest. ofthe edificebeing substantial work. ` ihe Secretary of 
the Treasury ne (Me. P.) knew- was very reluctant thatany in- 
crease should be make in the expenditure, for this work, but he 
knew that it was totally impossible to buid- a custom-house in 
a city like Boston without suëh an’ expenditure. But after all, 
the mauer-hadto come before Congress; ‘and: with Congress, 
‘ then, the Tesponsibility resied: wit ne : 

But blame was duieto.no one... He was acquainted with the 
location, and he was‘satisfied that.a better could not be had, nor 
any as soud without costing as muchi i x , 

f, WHITE of fadiana denied that there had been authority 
originally given to. erect this custom-house on so. extensive a 
scale, and: he helieved the transaction to ‘be a censurable one. 

Mr. WINTHROP replied. : 

Mr; CAVE JOHNSON said he wasa member of the Con- 
gress of 1535, when the appropriation of $50,000 was made, 
Which was only made on the condition’ or with the restriction 
to. which gentlemen had adverted. ~.1f it had been kaown to that 
Congress thatthe custom-bouse would cost half a million, ora 
million’ of dollars, the appropriation ‘never would have 
been made. inthis way, then, in 1833 Congress was induced 
to. makean entering wedge; the appropriation was made but no- 
thing was done until they had got near $300,000, and then they 
commenced laying out the work, and Congress had continued 
its appropriauons to the present period, and he supposed must 
go oñ atid finish the work. Now therë had been an imposition 
ofthe grossést kind, and gentlemensvught to throw the blame 
on Mr. Woodbury and Mr. Van. Biren; but what had they to 
do with if: Mr. Woodbury had nothing more to do with -tthan 
tosend' to Congress the estimates, and Mr. Van. Buren nothing 
more than giving" his approval: to the bill which Congress bad 

» passed, “But he thonght this custom house could etii! be made 
useful to the nation afid-to. Congress, without going on tospend 
half.a;milion of dollars upon. itin addition’ to what had been 
spentalready.: ‘He would leave it standing as a monument of 
extravagance and folly, that future Congresses might Jearn a 
lesson of wisdom from the’ acts of their: p: edecessors, 

Mr. CUSHING thought this: was a simple mauer. of busi- 
ness. Congress had nearly completed the building, and the re. 
sponsibility rested with them, Should they leave it, then, to go 
toruin, as the gentleman from Tennessee suggested? Or should 
they go on and complete the edifice? Whaiever limitation 
there might have been in the first appropriation, that had been 
negatived by the subsequent appropriations, and he entreated 
the House notto be lead by extraneous considerations from 
completing the work, 

Mr. SAMSON MASON said that the change of fhe plan and 

` the erection of the building of granite, instead of fhe material 
originally contemplated, had occasioned the difference in the 
expenditures. He then discussed the question as to who was 
entitled to censure, and concluded that it was due to the Exe- 
cutive Departments to which the execution of the law’ was en- 
trusted, and not to Congress, the mere lawmakers. 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. HA BERSHAM, 
WINTHROP, and HALSTEAD. 

Mr. GORDON rose amid loud cries of “question, question,” 
‘and proceeded fora few moments without being heard by the 
Reporter, in the noise and confusion that prevailed, iJe wert 
on to say that gentlemen having raised a whirlwind, and fi) 
that they could not direct the storm, were now crying ou, ques 
tion, question. The had been the first to divert the cesates to 
political topics, and now waited to suppress a reply. ‘The 
Chairman of the Conmiriee of Ways and Means had been the 
first to give the debate a party character, and he bad been fol. 
lowed up by the gentieman from Indiana, {Mr Weurs,] the 
gentleman from Obio, (Mr. Mason,[ and the gentiewan from 
Massachusetts, (Mr. Winrarop.} This last named gentleman, 


who had proposed the increase of the appropriation from fifty ` 


to one hundred and filty thousand dallars, followed the otheis 
in preaching a sermos on economy and the extravagance of the 
last Administrauon, and they all now cried out question, ques. 
tión, in order to suppress areply. All we ask, said Mr. G. is 
a clearfield and no favor, and, gentlemen might depend upon 
it, he. would have it, while no cries of question, question, should 
prevent him from repelling such attacks ag they -might “make 
on him or the party he acted with, The gentleman fron Indi: 
ana charged that the late Administration had been guilty of 
fraud in thecommencement and construction of the custom: 
house at Boston. k 

Mr. WHITE denied that ho had made any such remark. 

Mr. GORDON con:inned. Yes, sir, the gentleman made the 
direct and positive charge of fraud, and he would ask him 
where were his evidences to support i? The genuUcman from 
Ohio made the broad charge i station to the late Secretary of 
the Treasury, (Mr. Woodbury, J that he was aware ofthe fraud, 
and failed to communicate it to Congress. Now he (Mr. G.) 
would assert that there was no fraud, and if blame was to be 
charged to any body, ìt was not to the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury. ‘Phe evil, however, wasin the system by which the pub- 
lic buildings had always been erected, not only by the National 
but by theState Governments. it was this: In order to obtain 
an appropriation to commence them, under estimates were sub- 
mitied, and by this means having got an appropriation as an 
gutering wedge, they went on asking for more year after year, 
on the ground that if it wes not granted there would be a total 

“Joss of what had already jaied. Now this system 
had been in operation si aumdation of the Government. 
Th this case, before the build commerced, it was known 
that the first appropriation of g in addition to the pro- 
ceeds of the sale of the old one, would not be sufficient for the 
purpose, and Congress, with a full knowledge of this fact, made 
a further appropriation of 8269000. Nozentlernan would now 
stultify himself by saying chat he believed that the first appro 
priation of $50:900, in addition to the proceeds of the old one, 
‘would be sufficient. The Board of Commissioners appointed for 
that purpose made an examination into all the circumstanceg 
of the case, anil having ascertained that the appropriation wag 
not sufficient, reported the samé to Congress,and an appeal was 
Eee -A further appropriation. But he would ask did the 
heey of the Treasury authorize the work to goon without 

Se sangon of Congress. No. A report was made to Congress, 


~ and’the ‘ext year the appropriation was made. Congress with 
a full. knowledge of the nnadequacy of the appropriation made- 


AL GLÒBE. 


an, addititional one of 200,000, “Now. would it be pretended by 
any one that Congress, when they made this. appropriation, 
were not aware. that it was in addition to the former one of 
$50,000, together with’ the proceeds ‘of the old building? 
Now,- what right had -the gentleman from Qhio to-cast 
censure. on Mr. Woodbury? ~ Was. he not a .member of 
Congress at the time, and did -he not:. vote for -this 
appropriation? Did. he vote for it without, a- know- 
ledge of the circumstances and if he did how ceuld he 


jusnfy it to his constituents? The gentleman said that the” 
Committee of Ways and Means were not informed by the Sec- - 


retary ofihe Treasury of the circumstances of the case. How 
did the gentleman know it? Itthe.gentleman was not a mem- 
ber of the Gummittee at that time his political friends were, and 


he, Mr. G. undertook -to say that the committee were fully - 


possessed by the Secretary of the Treasury all the information 
necessary. _ If the- gentleman winked at this fraud, with a 
full knowledge of the circumstances, it was a specimen of 
Ohio morality and Chio legislation, that might God deliver him 
from. But he would ask, was not this work commenced on 
the memorial of the aristocratic merchants of Boston, who, 
since the days of Blue Lights had been Federalists, and the op- 
ponents of the Democratic Administrations; and would genue- 
men charge upon them this fraudulent commencement and pro- 
gress of the work? Notonly were these memorialists in oppo- 
sition to the then Administration, but the architect also was, 
and so were the eommissioners. If there was any thing wrong, 
in what did it consist? Gentlemen had charged upon the late 
Administration fraud and mismanagement, both in the com- 
mencement and piogressof the work. Now he blamed nobody; 
he blamed the system under which public buildings had hitherto 
been constructed, which was a very mischievous one, and 
ought tobe corrected. One other point he would notice. . The 
gentleman from Ohio, in endeavoring to raise political capital, 
had made the charge of extravagant appropriations during the 
administrations of General Jackson and Mr. Van Buren. Now 
by whom were these appropriations made? Ifgentlemen would 
take the trouble to examine the yeas and nayson the journals of 


the House, they would find that all these extravagant appro. - 


priations had been carried by the votes of the Whig party, 
aided by a smail minority of the Democratic party, who voted 
for them for local considerations, He challenged investigation 
of this fact, and he. ventured to assert, from a knowledge. of the 
gentleman’s character. that he voted for the whole of them. 
The gentleman, after assisting.in getting through these appro. 
priations, now made use of them before the House, as he and 
his party did at the hustings before thespeople, to bring'odium 
on the Democratic party, a large majority of whom voted 
against them. 

He had now a word to say to the gentleman from Indiana, 
(Mr. Warrz,] who seemed to be particularly opposed to this àp- 
propriation ot 50,000, out ef something like spite to the east, 
the Atlantic sea board. Now he would’ask the gentleman from 
Indiana if his State intended to give up 500,000 acres of land 


-which she got under the distribution bid? Did he mean that 


his State should give up her school lands and all the donaiions 
that Congress had made to her? 

He would naw turn his attention to another part of thesub- 
ject. The Committee of Ways. and Means proposed to appro. 
priate 850,000 to be expended under the direction ofthe Secre- 
tary of the Treasury fto render the custom-house fit for the re- 
ception of the collector and his officers, and providing that no 
part of the money should be expended on the ornamental parts 
ofthe building. For ths he thought the committee deserved 
some credit. Thoughit might be very desirable to the aristo- 
cratic merchants of Boston to have a splendid marble palace, 
yet he thougist at this time, when the Treasury had been re- 
duced to so low an ebb by the misconduct of the ruling party— 
ata time when it was contemplated selling the public bonds in 
the market to the highest bidder, that they ought to content 
themselves with the useful and postpone the ornamental parts 
of the building till better times. The aristocratic cha- 
racter that hed been given to our public buildings 
commenced when the paper bubble was at ite greatest 
expansion—when the banking system was triumphant 
through the country, and extravagant notions 
splendid project 
system was exp 
can ch 
approprtati 3 

Mr. MORGAN rose to order, and asked if the gentleman had 
aright to discnes the paper system. 

The CHAIR (Mr, ArNoxp] overruled the point of order. 

Mr. GORDON continued and replied tothe remarks of Mr. 
Mason of Ohio, He contended that a party question having 
been first given to the debate by the gentlemen cfthe Whig par- 
ty, he had a right to reply to them. Tt wasthe chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means [ Mr. FILLMORE} whe first com- 
menced it by saying that the p:oviso in the bill was inserted by 
the committee as a rebuke te the late Secretary of the Treasury. 
This course of debate had been foilowed up by the gentle- 
man fram Obio ard the geneman from Indiana; and why 
was this attack on the late Administration concocted in the 
committee room? Was it because they saw in the late elec. 
tions such strong indications that public sentiment was against 
them? Was it the Jate election in Connecticut that had so 
much alarmed them? They could not have forgotten the 
elections in that star of the East, Maine, nor how Vermont 
shivered, as well as Massachusetts. Then there was Tennes- 
see, which gave such evidence of a change at her last elec- 
tion, that they might look for her going with the hero of New 
Orleans the next time for the Democratic party, 

(Mr. HALSTED here cated Me. G. to order, and the pomt 
was sustained by the Chair, [Mr. Thompson of Indiana.} 

Mr. G. mace a few more remarks, but was twice interrupted 
and calied to order, and concined by saying that, ashe was not 
permitted to answer the political topics which had. been first 
brought up by the gentleman on the other side, as he thought he 
had aright to do, he would write out his remarks, and include 
what he was prevented from saying. Gentlemen might 
then have the pleasure of seeing them in the newspapers. 

The question was then taken on Mr. WinTHROP’s motion to 
add 150,00 ta the appropriation, and rejected. y 

Mr. WINTHROP then moved to strike out $50,000, the sum 
pripased in the bill, and insert 75,000, which améndment was 
rejected, 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia then offered a substitute to the pro- 
yiso, as follows: 

Provided, That no portion of this spprepriation, or of the 


i unexpended balance. of a former appropriation, shall be ex- 


. Hemen would please bear this in mind, 


pended except for putting on a 100f and hanging euch doors 
and-blinds as may be necessary to protect said buiiding from, 
rain and snow., r ue 

Mr. SMI Hof Virginia said the committee would observe 
that the objectof this amendment was to restrict the expendi- 
tureat the presentmoment sv far as to proiect the building 
againstihe weather. We have, said he, had been engaged in 
very. heavy expenditures on thts werk, and he was willing 
therefore to see the appropriation, propased by the commitiee, 
applied to the preservation of it from injury; and he would ask 
the attention uf the committee while he very briefly explained 
the grounds on which he placed his amendment. In the first 
place he beeged the Commitiee to-observe that there was no 
immediate use for the building, as there waa, at this time, a, 
safe ard convenient custom- house in Boston, belonging to the 
Goverament, in which the public business was transacted. Gen- 
Now, when the com- 
mittee recollected thatthe public service would not suffer, and 
that it would be more economically conducted In the building in 
present use than in the large and magnificent onethat Was vne 
finished, they would, he trusted, see there was good reason why 
his amendment should be adopted, ` 

Mr. WINTHROP observed that there was not room in the 
building now used for the appraisers, and that they now con- 
ducted their business in hired stores. __ 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia saw no greatinconvenience in this 
The Government now had no money to expend unnecessarily” 
in the improvement of public property. The Treasury could 
not be replenished unless.at ruinous rates of interest, aud he 
submitted to the committee whether it was not good policy to 
continue to use the building in present use, even if they hired 
stores for the appraisers, which was comparatively a trifting 
expense, than incur the great expense of completing the new 
building. Me S. trusted that be wouid be’ pardoned for men- 
tioning one factto the committee. He had learned that even 
the privy for the new building was constructed of carved 
marbie. 

Mr. JOIN C. CLARK offeredan amendment to the amend- 
ment, providing that the new custom-house shall be covered 
with hemlock boards and then rented out to the highest bidder 
for a horse stable. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia said that any member who would 
offer so conternptible an amendment deserved the censure of the 
House, 

Mr CLARK’S amendment not being in order, was not re 
ceived, 

The question wasthen put on Mr. Suitn’s amendment and it 
was rejected, ` 

Mr. BLACK offered an amendment apprapriating $30,000 for 
the erection of a custom-house at Savannah, Georg a, the money 
to be disbursed under the direction of the President of the Uvited 


States, : 

Mr. FILLMORE raised the point of order that this was an 
original appropriation and not sanctioned by any existing law. 

Mr. BLACK said that he would read, for the intornatien of 
the committee, an extract from a report made by the Secretary 
of the Treasury [Mr. Forward] in answer to a resolution of the 
House of Representatives of the lath ——~, which showed 
that there was a law to sanction this appropriation, and ihat 
it was not anew one. Mr. B. then read the following extract: 

“On examination of the records of the, Department, the fol- 
lowing-facts are shown in reference to the custom-houge men- 
tioned. In the year 1819, there was advanced, out of an ap- 
propriation made during that year, ‘for building custom. 
houses,’ &c. to A. S. Bulloch, collector of Savannah, and agent 
for erecting a custom-house at that-port, the sum of twenty. 
nine thousand one hundred dollars, (29.100.) On the settlement 
of Mr. Bulloch’s account, he received credit in the sum of 
ten thousand doliars, (the amount paid for the lot,) and also for 
nineteen thousand one hundred dollars paid by him to William 
Jay, contractor for the erection of the building, With ihe iatter 
sum said Jay now stands debited on the books of the Treasury, 
The custom-house, when nearly completed, was destroyed by 
an extensive conflagration, which occurred at Savannah jn the 
year 1820. Since that period, no attempt appears to have been 
made torebuild the custom-house, The lot of land purchased 
for the purpose is still owned by the United States. The build- 
ing now occupied in part for acustom-house end public stores 
is the Exchange, and is rented from the city authorities of Sa. 
vanneh, at an annual rent of five hundred dollars, The lot bes 
fore aliuded to has remained unoccupied since the burning of 
the building, and is stated by the present collector to be incon- 
veniently located for a custum-house,” 

Thus it appeared, Mr. B. said, that m 1820 there was an ape 
propriation of $30.009 made for the erection of the custom- 
house at Savannah, iù pursuance of Jaw, and this amendment 
was only for the reappropriacion of the same sum of money. 

After some remarks from Messrs, FILLMORE, HAULER. 
SITAM, TOLAND, and BLACK on the poirt of order raised by 
Mr. F. the Chair decided that the amendment was in order, 

Mr. FLOYD moved that the committee rise; which motion 
was rejected, 

Mr. BLACK observed that the Chair having decided his 
amendment to be in order, the only question for the cornn.ittee 
how to consider was, was it rightand expedient? Now, he only 
asked this small appropriation, not for the Purpose of erecting, 
in the city of Savannah, a splendid marble pat ike the one 
in Boston, hut to construct a plain and su vial building, 
sufficient for the transaetion of the public bus: He would 
hot refer to the cost of the splendid marie building at Boston 
with its vestibule and marble columns, cos ting a million of dol. 
Jars, ag ah argnment in favor of this appropriation, but he 
would state the great necessity there existed for the building he 
asked for. The custom house at Savannah was now keptin a 
rented building, end indeed there never had been a public build- 
ing in that city, vot even for the district court, 

Mr. MORGAN asked what guarantee there was that the mo- 
hey, if appropriated, would be honestly expended. 

_Mr. BLACK said that the amendment proposed that the Pre. 
sient of the United States, Captain Tyler, should disburse tho 
money, and he presumed the gentleman from New York had 
the fullest confidence in him. Mr. B. hoped the committee 
would not refuse this small appropriation It would take, he 
sail, a man with a slate, an hour to figureup the amaunt that 
had been expended by the Government north of Mason and 
Dixon’s line. while the amount expended at the South was coni- 
paratively nothing, 

He would ask gentlemen to compare these two amounts 
that expended for the custom-house at Boston, and that asked 
for for ons at Savannah, and ifthey were satisked that the ma: 


néy. would be honestly éxpended they could not in justice refuse 
the appropriation. “Gentlemen would please consider the-value 
andthe extent of the commerce of Savannah, By a ‘statement 
he held in:his hand it appeared that the exports: of cotton and 
vice for the year ending.the 30th September, 1840, amounted to 
an aggregate of $9,626,500; and the exports of lumber for the 
same period amounted to twenty millions of feet, atan average 
priceof 10 cents per M. $200,000. KA 

-By thesamestatementit appeared that the value of the du- 
ties ‘on goodsimported into that port were $200,000, Gentle- 
én” by this would see the importance of the commerce of that 
port; and they would see the justice and expediency of 
making the appropriation, After a few mere remarks from 


EB 

Mr. ADAMS made a few remarks in opposition to the 
amendment. 

Mr. HABERSIIAM offered an amendment to the amendment 

roviding that the lot in Savannah on which the late custom- 
Bouse was built be sold, and the proceeds-applied to the pur- 
chase of another; but on taking the question, it was rejected. 

Mr. ADAMS offered an amendment to the amendment, ap- 
propriating $30,000 for the erection of a custom-house at Ply» 
mouth, Massachusetts, which amendment was also rejected. 

The question was taken on Mr. Buack’s amendment, and it 
‘was rejected, 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved tostrike out the appropriation 
of $50,000 for the custom-house at Boston: rejected. 

Mr. SPRIGG moved that thë committee rise, and the ques- 
tion being taken by tellers, Messrs. WELLER and Brices, it 
‘was decided in the negative—ayes 56, noes 67. 

The nextclause taken up was No. 212, for light-houses, &c. 
which was passed over. r 

Thecommittee then passed on to No. 213, for repairs and im» 
provements of light-houses and buildings connected therewith, 
$125,357 84, : 

Mr..PROFFIT offered an amendment to reduce this clause— 
the amount not understood by the Reporter—and addressed the 
committee at some length initssupport. After which, 

On motion by Mr. MASON of Maryland, 

The committee rese, and 

The House adjourned. 


: IN SENATE, 
Mownpay, April 11, 1842. 

Mr PRENTISS presented a petition from Samuel Crapin, 
praying back pay for a wound received in the late war; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. SPRAGUE presented a petition ofthe widow of William 
Davis, a Revolutionary soldier, praying to have the pension al- 
lowed her by the act of July 7, 1838, cominued to her; referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Mt. MILLER presente a petition from citizens of New Jer- 
sey for a mail route; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads, 

Mr. WALKER presented the memorial of the president and 
directors of the Planters Bank of Mississippi, praying an exten- 
sion of time. for the paymentofa judgment held against them 
by the United States, and that the interest on the same may be 
remitted: referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. EVANS. presented joint resolutions of the Legislature of 
Maine in relation to the trade of the United States with the Bri- 
tish West India and North American Colonics, complaining of 
the restrictions on the same: referred to the Committee on Com- 


erce. 

Mr. BUCIIA NAN presented three memorials from the coun- 
ties of Philadelphia and Montgomery, in Pennsylvania, asking 
protection to the iron interesis by the restoration of the tariff of 

uties jof 1839 on imported iron; which were referred to the 
Committee on Manufactures. 

Mr. SMITH, from the Committee on Public Lands, asked 
that that committee be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the memorial from Pike and Franklin counties, and in- 
habitants of township six, Ilinois, praying an exchange of cer- 
tain school lands for other Jands. The committee instructed 
him toask for the discharge on the ground that a general bill 
for the same object had passed the Senate. The committee 
was dicharged. 

Mr. SMITH, from the Committee on Public Lands, to which 
had been reported the following House bills, reported the same 
back, without amendment, viz: 

‘The bili to grant to Van Baren county, Missouri, a tract of 
land on which the seat of justice in said county is located; 

The billto grant the right of pre-ev:ptlon to certaia lots in 
the town of Perrysburg, in the State of Ohio; and 

The bili to authorize the President of the Urited States to 
issue to the heirs of John Campbell a patent for the remainder 
of private landclaim number twenty, at Prairie du Chien, in 
the Territory of Wisconsin, 

On motion of Mr. MANGUM, the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs was discharged from the further consideration of the peti- 
tion of the administrator of John Judge, praying compensation 
for a machine invented by him to test the strength of cabies, 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Revolntionary Claims, 
made an adverse report on the petition of the heirs of Daniel 
Pratt for seven years’ half pay; which wasordered to lie on the 
table, and be printed. r 


Mr. PRESTON, on leave, introduced a bill to incorporate, in 
the District of Columbia, the National Institution for the Pro- 
motion of Science; and ; À 

A bill to invest the proceeds of the Smithsonian fund, and to 
establish the Smithsonian Institution. 


Mr. PRESTON made some remarks, showing that the Insti- 
tution for the Promotion of Science, which has been in exis- 
tence in Washington for two years past, was possessed of a 
considerable amount of property of a scientific character, and 
the bill merely proposed to give the institution, as at present 
organized, a lega! existence, so that it might defend its rights of 
property, He spoke of the interesting result of the labors of 
this institution, and of the moral influence which it was des- 
tined to have not only inthe United States, but throughout the 
world. Mr. P. then spoke of the nature and objects of the bill 
to¢reate tha Smithsonian Institution, which he said was pre- 
pared with the view to carry out the objects of the bequest—the 
dissemination of useful knowledge among mankind. He showed 
thatthat object could be attained by the passage of this bill, 
which proposed to make the institution in Washington for the 
promotion of science an auxiliary, or an instrument, in the 

- hands of the Government, to further that object. The bill had 
been prepared with care to ayoid any constitutional objection of 
even the most fastidious, ; 


T 


The bills were then read 
on the District of Columbia. ` p 


Mr. CHOATE, agreeably to notice, amd on leave, introduced : 


a bill authorizing the Secretary of the Navy to purchase for 


he United States the right to use Bavbivs anti-attrition metal; ` 


which was read twice and referred to the Committee’ on Navat 
Affairs. i ; : 


_Mr. BAGBY presented a petition of William AR eavis, Sur- 
viving pariner of Jones and Reavis, praying remuneration for 


his services in carrying the United States mail: referred to the 


Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. ` 

-Où motion of Mr. KING, it was s Ln 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a post rote from Marion, Perry county, Alabama, 
by Uniontown, Dayton, and Boston, to Prairieville, in Marengo 
county,” ` 

Engrossed bill, entitled an act for the benefit of the Howard 
Institution of the city of Washington, was read the third time 


and passed. 
$ THE LOAN BILL. $ 
On motion of Mr. EVANS, the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of the bill to authorizea loan of\five millions of dol- 
larsin addition to the loan of last year not 
to extend the time of both to twenty years. {The question im- 
mediately pending was the following amendment of Mr. 
eink Iger th ing cla he fourth 
~ Strike outa’ er the enacting clause in the fourth secti 
and insert— 5 Me ee 
Sec. 4 That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he hereby 


is, authorized to dispose of the stock hereaiter to be issued, or | 


any part thereof, atits par value; but no- part thereof shall be 
disposed of under par until the same has been advertised a rea- 
sonable time, and proposals for subscription to said loan invi- 
tei; and the said Secretary is hereby authorized to accept such 
proposals, if he deem it for the interest of the United States so 
to do, as shall offer the highest price for said stock or any part 
thereof; or to appoint an agent or agents, as provided in the 
third section of the act approved July 21, 1841, before recited, 
to negotiate thesam:: Provided, That no stock shall be dis- 
posed ofata lower rate than the highest price offered in said 
proposals. 
Mr. BENTON moved to amend the above by striking out all 
after the words “par value.” i 
Mr. BENTON moved to strike out the authority to sell the 
Government stock for less than its par value. He was too well 
satisfied with the speeches of his friends to make a speech him- 
self on this point. They had shown that it was an impeach- 
ment of our own credit, and a voluntary degradation of our 
town stocks, and must lead to its great depreciation thus to offer 
it, Ife would repeat nothing that they had said, but would 
show that here again, as in all that this administration was do- 
ing, we were taking the English minister, Sir Robert Walpole, 
for our guide and example. Mr. B. then read some para- 
graphs from M’Culloch’s commercial dictionary, and made a 
reference to an article in the Edinburgh Review (No, 93)to 
show the origin, and the injurious effects of this mode of bor- 
rowing, which was commenced in the reign of George the Se- 
cond, and had been followed up in England until the Govern. 
ment was bound for two-fifths more of the debt for money bor- 
rowed, they had ever received of thelenders From these it 
appeared that Sir Rohert Walpole, to bamboozle the English 
people with the idea of low interest on loans, instituted three per 
cent.stoeks, to be sold in the market for what they would bring, 
—that these stocks sold for sixty or seventy pounds in thehun- 
dred—and that the lender received certificates for a hnndred 
potnds, and interest of three pounds on this certificated 
hundred, while in reality he had but about two-shirds 
of that sum. The, result of the whole ‘was that the 
English people were now bound for two-fifths more 
than they had ever received, and paying interest on what they 
-had never got. Mr B. said that the same result, in a less de- 
gree, must take place with us if our stocks were to be sold for 
what they would bring. They would probably sell for eighty 
or ninety dollars inthe huadred, so that we will be bound for 
one fifth or one-sixth more than we receive—shall pay interest 
for twenty years for what we never got—and at the end of the 
time have to pay ten or twenty dollars in the hundred more 
than we ever received. All this was cheating and bamboozling 
cnrselves. It was nominally giving six per cent. but in reality 
giving seven or eight. Much fairer would it be to give a 
higher rate of interest at once, and know what we got for it. 
Mr. B. wanted a hundred to stand for a hundred—he wanted to 
a hundred dollars when he gave his note for it. Under 
present billno one knows what a hundred is to be—whe- 


ther itis to be ninety, or eighty, or seventy. Allthis was de. 
grading and injurious, and iavited capitalists to combine to 
sink our stocks. The true course was lo give a higher interest 
and gel one hundred for one hundred. It was the fair course. 
It was in vain to try to bamboozle the people with one of Sir 
Robert Walpole’s old tricks: it would ali be understood and de- 
spised. 

P Mie. EVANS did not propose to renew discussions that had al- 
ready consumed so much time. Every one must know that 
the effect of the amendment of his amendment, if adopted, will 
be to put it out of the power of the Secretary of the Treasury to 
exercise any discretion for the advantage of the Government, 
and to render the whole bill nugatory, and thereby stop the sup- 
plies. He trusted the Senate would not sanction the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. KING said he was very desirous of being ab’e to vote 
for the bill; but unless it were modified in accordance with 
the proposition of the Senator from Missouri, he did not con- 
ceive that he could, without a violation of the duty which he 
owed to the country, as weil asthe Government, give it his 
support. He did vot think that the objections urged by the Se- 
nator from Maine against the amendment, placed the 
matter ona proper footing, If he(Mr. Kine) rightly under- 
stood the intent and bearing of the amendment, it was to shorten 
the period of the continuance of the loan. Let the Secretary 
of the Treasury go into the market awd procure the loan by 
paying arate of interest sufficiently high, and limit the dura- 
tion ofthe loan. It seemed te him that it would be far better 
to fixa higher rate ofinterest, and to borrow the money fora 
shorter period. Although he (Mr. Krxe) had siever had much 
to do with the disposal of State stocks, he had had sufficient, 
however, to show him conclusively that a more ready sale could 
be effected by having a high rate of interest, anda short time to 
run. And why, he would ask, should they continue 


to pay a high rate of interest, as they inevitably must, 
for such a number “of yeare?. if the chairman. 


twice and refétred to the Committee: 


et negotiated, and . 


sistance to the Government in the way. of providing ‘méans fo 
his support.. He had been asked, as he already stated, to në 
tiate stocks bearing a rate of interest of six per cept: -Hi 
into the New York money market and received pro 
ginning at eighty-five per cent. and -rising to: ninety-se 
above which no. proposal could -De obtained; but when He 
lared thathe musthave. four per cent. premium, those yery 
individuals who would not go beyond ninety-seven per centin 
their proposals, very readily ‘consented to pay ‘the premium” 
of foar per cent. when they found that the stock could:nob-be: - 
obtained ate lower rate; and so eager. were-they that-they ac- 
tually quarreled in his presence as to the proportions: that 
each should receive. And just so it would: be with this loan. 
They would get no proposal above eighty per cent. and to de=- 
duct twenty dollars from every hundred, and to pay thè inte.’ 
rest upon this twenty at six per cent. for twenty 
years, was a thing which should not be seriously contemplated 
fora moment. Gentlemen talk about the degradation of our 
credit, but the degradation of selling our stocks at a deprecia- 
ted value, he thought, ought equally to be guarded against; 
and did it imply degradation to make specific arrangements for 
discharging their obligations? Certainly not, unless it be degra- 
dation to pay their debts at all. Look at those States which ~ 
omitted to make provision for the discharge of their obligations, 


. What was their condition now in consequence of that omission? 


One after another they’ were falling. .They were told that, 
without a specific pledge, they should not get the loan upon « 
reasonable terms; na man would go farther than he would to 
furnish the Government with ‘sufficient funds for. carrying on 
its operations; but he was, at the same time, desirous of pro- 
curing the money upon reasonable terms. We did not‘intend'to. 
make a speech upon the subject; at present, but had risen 
chiefly to say “that if they would not. permit their stocks to be 
hawked in the market for such priceas might be offered for it, 


he had not the slightest doubt that the loan could be procured. ` - 


upon reasonable terms. 


Mr. EVANS replied, characterizing the proposition to obtain 
the loan ata rate of interest limited by any maximum, such-as 10 
per cent, as the worst possible inode of procuring money it the. 
stock market; becauseit would be an obvious temptation to the 
money lenders to conspire together and refuse the loan, unless at 
the maximum rate of interest. This he expatiated upon at 
considerable length. = 

Mr. YOUNG wished toada a word to what had fallen from 
the Senator from Alabama. He wouldask the chairman ofthe 
Finance Committee was it prudent to send this stock to England 
without any limitation, and thus place it at the mercy of agen- 
cies who might make what profits they pleased upon it. Be 
adverted to a visit he had paid to England, where he Jcarned a 
good deal of the sentiments of bankers and brokers, forming the: 
money capitalists. He was there assured (hat stocks authorized 
to be sold. at Jess than par, were discredited by that very-cit- 
cumstance atone. Gentlemen know very well, thatat the pre- 
sent moment, Ohio stock was selling in the New York market 
at fifty-five, uhSigh literally worth as much as any ‘Stace 
stock; but such was the depression that the © intrine 
sic ‘value -could not be obtained, It is not so much. . 
the decrease in the actual value of individual stocks, as 
as the general depression of the stock market, which enhanced 
the value of money, by the increased competition to obtain it: 
He asked, would it-be prudent under such depression, to senda 
Government twelve millions stock into competition with the: 
State stocks? But what he rose to say, was, that if this stock is 
to be sent to England, it is «tue to the country that itshould bë 
with an express limitation not to be gold under par. eae 

Mr. EVANS explained thatthe bill did not propose toin- 
cur indefinite expense in employing agents to sell the stock, as 
the compensation was limited to one-tenth of ore per cent. fer 
the amount sold by agente; and as to the objections that by: 
throwing so much Government stock into the market, in corn- 
petition with the State stocks, the latter would be still further 
depressed, he admi-ted such would be the consequence. But 
what then? The Government must obtain the-money, and if 
inconvenience arises to others, itis to be regretted, but cannot 
be helpe”; nor should it preventthe Government from relieving 
itself, He had no fear that thestock would be sold much, ifany, 
under par. The Secretary of the Treasury is obliged to adver- 
tise and receive proposals, and not to sell the steck to any but 
the highest bidder. The money must be had; and this bilbpro- 
poses to get itan the best and only efficient way in which it can 
begot. There is no other reasonabie mode of obtaining the 
loan, He hoped, therefore, the amendment would not pre- 
vail. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Bexton’s amendment 
by yeas and nays, and resulted yeas 18, nays 25, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Fuiton, King, Linn, McRoberts, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, 
Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Woodbury, Wright, and 

young --18. : 

NAYS—Archer, Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Choate, Clayton, . 
Crittenden, £vans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Mangum, 
Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Preston, Rives, Simmons, 

Smith of Indiana, Southard, Sprague, Tallmadge, White, : 
and Woadbridge—25. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The question recurred on Mr. Evans's amendment tothe 
fourth section of the bill; which was adopted without: a divi- 
sion. : 

Mr. BENTON moved to strike out the third section ofthe 
bill, which was in these words: 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the certificates 
hereafter to be iseued for said loan may, when required, he in ` 
such form as shall be prescribed by the Secretary of the Trea 
sury, so that the stock may be transferable by delivery of the. 
certificate, instead of being assignable cn the books.of the 
Treasury. ‘ at 7 

Mr. 8. said that this section wasa novelty in legislation- an 
innovation in our practice—a departure from all wholesome 
precedent. AH Goverament stocks are transferable on books kept’ 
at proper and convenient points, and thts js the firs: time thatthe 
United States have proposed to-do such a thing. Someofthe States 
have done itin the last few years, during the run mad days of 
the paper system; but the Government of the United States, or 
Great Britain, has never done such a thing. Gentlemen. who 
advocate this bill, said Mr. B. should givea reason for thus des 
parting from all precedent, and making the stocks of the Gor ~ 
yernment transferable by delivery; like a common bank not 


Or bank check, payable to bearer. 
Om them we must search for them elsewhere; for there must 
-þe reasons when sodangerous ah innovation is attémpted. 


‘What.can they be? “Clearly to make a currency—to make an’ | 


Heeve of paper money to be forced upon the weak creditors at 
par, and sold‘to.the strong at eighty or ninety in the hundred. 
This atoc’ will be substituted for the: exchequer bills, and will 
rést purely on faith—on public faith—will be bills of credit is- 
` sued by the Secretary of the Treasury under-a discretionary 
authority from Congréss. . The Secretary is to prescribe the 
form of these new certificates, aud will doubtless give them the 
form. which will answer the purpose—as low as five dollars— 
and payable to bearer, like'a hauk note.. What is the law in 
relation to all: paper securities transferable’ by delivery? 
The holder isthe owner, ang has a right to de- 
mand payment. The. finder, the. robber, the, forger, 
are all. ona footing in point of ownership, with the ac- 
tual purchaser, They may demand pay, and payment to them 
is good. _ Not so with paper transferable by endorsementor by 
assignment on. books. There the ttue owner is protected, and 


- Payment to a findsr, a robber or a forgeries invalid. It must be 


paid over again to the true owner. Assignment on books isa 
security against counterfeiting; make these stocks transferable 
by‘delivery, and anew field is opened for counterfeiting—a field 
which mustembrace both Europe and America. Books will 
have to. he.kept for part, for itis only a part of these certifi- 
cates which are to pass by delivery; then why not putall-on the 
books? Why not let the same. books show all the debt, and 
where it is? What reason can there ba to make this stock 
transferable by delivery—and in what form the Secretary 
pleases—uniess itis to make a currency of it—a substitute for 
for the fifteen millions of-exchequer issues? In fact, Mr. B. 
considered itas. an attempt to smuggle a paper money issue 
through Congress, and hoped that the clause would be struck 
out. ; 

Mr. EVANS observed that’ this section was in the bill as it 
caine from the House. He had no idea thatit gave any such 
authority as the Senator from Missouri imagines. It was ut- 
terly impossible that such Government stock should become a 
paper currency; the Treasury notes never had become a paper 
currency further than ihe quality of being redeemable in Go- 
yernment dues, As to the assertion that no Government stocks 
had ever been issued hitherto in such form, he did uot know 
whether that was the fact with regard to this Government; but 
he was quite certain such was the form in which all the State 
stocks were issued. It is not imperative that the stock. shall 
be made in this form, but that it may, when itis desired by the 
money lender upon negotiation with the Secretary of the Trea- 
aury. He pointed out the convenience of this form of stock to 
the holders and sellers; the only thing of consequence to the 
Government being that it shall be ready to pay the interest on 
the certificate of interest when presented by the holder, The 
stock may be considered of more value on account of this faci- 
lity; and the only view of introducing this clause was to ace 
commodate the bidders for the loan. le insisted that the stock 
was lo rest, dollar for dollar, on thé loan itself, and could not 
be convested into a paper currency. 

Mr. WRIGHT remarked that he had very little more to say 
than he had said already. He desired merely reply to some 
observations of the honorable chairman of the Finance Com. 
mittee, and first as regards the transfer of these Government 
certificates. He believed the custom had been introduced into 
some’of the States, and had been adopted by some banking in- 
stitutions, of transferring their stocks in amode whicn was de- 
scribed by some French word which he did not remember; but 
he really hoped that in this country the time had gone by when 


a necessity for following such „a practice existed. A 
few years ago things were going on too rapidly to 
permit’ of regular transfers even of the unes of real 


estate; assignments were used which could be transfer- 
red from hand to hand. But here they were about to 
negotiate a large Government loan, and to counterbalance the 
convenience of having the scrip transferable from hand to 
hand, with forty, or perhaps eighty, of interest receipts hang. 
dng upon them, they must set off this other convenience, which 
had been felt by the State of New York, to a considerable ex- 
tent, that the holders of these certiticates cannot divide them. 

Supose the honorable chairman holds $10,000 of the Govern- 
ment paper, and desires to sell one half to his friend; he must 
must have a duplicate set of the certificates issued from the 
Treasury Department. Ue believed that any other plan would 
have been pteferable to this (kite-tail plan of attaching the 
certificates. And again, in the operation ofthis system, if there 
were hazard, as he always supposed there was, of the paper 
being counterfeited, you incur all the danger of having your 
certificates counterfeited. You send out $11,000,000 at six per 
cent. the interest on which, in twenty years, will amount to 
twenty per cent. more than the original-loan; “and you of- 
for by far a fairer field. to counterfeiters than is offered by the 
banking institutions. He hoped the Senate would at least 
strike out that provision which 
certificates, , 

Mr. WOODBURY pointed out inconveniences and losses 
which might arise by the Treasury having no means of ascer- 
taining the rightful owners of stock when the certificates of 
interest were presented, or of detecting forged signatures, 

Mr. EVANS did not see any difficulties that could not be 

uarded against to prevent the Treasury sustaining any loss by 

‘orgeries or not knowing those Presenting certificates of inte- 
vest. He asked had any thing of the kind ever occurred with 
regard to Treasury notes. 

r. WOODBURY expiained the difference between Trea- 
sury notes and this siock and form of certificates of interest, 

Mr. EVANS briefly replied, contending that no loss could 
arise to the Treasury from forgeries, 

‘The question was then taken on Mv. Benron’s amendment to 
strike out the 3d section, and resulted, yeas 20, nays 19, as fol- 
Jows: 

YEAS—Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clayton 
Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut) 
Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, 
Wright, and Young—-20, i 

NAYS—Archer, Bates, Berrien, Choate, Crittenden, Evans 
Graham;Mangum, Merrick, Milter, Morehead, Preston, Rives, 
Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Sprague, Tallmadge 
and White— 19. : 

The question was then put on ordering the bill to be en - 
ed for the:third reading: hen g Pa 

Mr. SMITH of Connectisut obtained the floor, and addressed 
the Senate for nearly two hours, ina speech of much point. 
By considered this strictly a party question, It wasone on 


authorizes the transfer of these 


Inthe absence of. reasons 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


~ which the two great parties. of- the country stood divided. He 
‘Should take hat “view of it which he fully believed the great 
mass of the pespie entertained with regard to Whig measures. 
He was glad to see this country hada Government in theat: 
mosphere of which two great parties could breathe and live, It 
was enough for him to know that the party to which he belonged 
claimed all those privileges which formed the elements of the 
freedom aiid’equality guarantied by the. Constitution. He was 
ready to admit that the opposite pa. were as sincere in their 
views and meant as well; but there was a great difference be- 
tween ‘meaning well and. doing well; and it was because he felt 
satisfied they were doing -wrong in this measure that he op- 
posedit. They had denied that they were the old Federal party;- 
but: he and_his friends contended they were; and the proof of it 
was in the pursuit ofthe same policy and the same meaaures as 
the old Federal party—a policy calculated to run down and ruin 
the country. Did not the same Federal party duplicate a Jarge 
national debt and high tariff? And isnot the same policy the 
policy of the present Whig party? For what purpose? To 
sustain themselvesand their system. The Government is to be 
encumbered with a debt, created on such terms as to enable the 
authors of it to grow rich at the expense of the country; and 
with the riches thus acquired, their party is to be kept in power. 
What have they doneto redeem the promises made by them 
to obtain power? Are they not bound to redeem those pro- 
mises? But what disposition do they show that they will fulfil 
any one ofthem? When they were outof power they accused 
the late Administration of gross and flagitious @travagance—-~ 
even descending to the charge of the Executfve indulging in 
luxurious furniture at the White Hcuse; but: within the 
very first month after coming into power, as if to 
-falsify their own assertions, they spend upwaids of $6,000 on - 
new furniture for the White House, on the pretext that it was 
not furnished decently enough for the habitation of the Chief 
Magistrate. They came in by means of such monstrous false- 
hoods and lies; and were the first themselves to prove that their 
assertions were ail of that character. He read extracts from 
various documents in proof of his charges of falsehood and de- 
ception. Te aiso referred to their haste to make extravagant 
appropriations, suchas the grant of $25,000to a widow, [Mrs. 
Harrison, } worth at the time $100,000, under the pretext that 
more than the grant was due tothe family for expenditures in 
the Presidential canvass, and taking charge of the Government, 
He also enumerated various other appropriations which 
he considered could have no other real object in view but that 
mainly of building up a national debt, to enable the arty to 
operate for its own purposes through loan bills, ban s, high 
tariff, and other measures, converting the country into a tribu- 
tary possession to be used solely for party purposes, What 
further evidence was wanted of the ulterior object of this 
system, than the invi ation held out in this bill to the money 
power athome and abroad, to coalesce with the party adminis- 
tering the Government, and as an inducement, ihey are offered 
the stock at their own price. ‘It is contended thai there was a 
debt entailed on them by the late Administration; but if that was 
80, they had promised to correct the abuses of their predeces- 
sors; and why did they not immediately retrench and pay 
off that debt? Instead of doing this, they set about in- 
creasing the debt, till, in thirteen months, they had added 
sixteen millions to it, and now they want to add five more. It 
will not do for then to shift the responsibility from themselves, 
and throw it on theirown President. The plea cf their having 
been betrayed will not be admitted by the country. They had 
Mr. Tyler’s repeated declarations throughout his public life, on 
those subjects which they now accuse him of having be- 
trayed them upon. To show how unavailing this plea was, 
he read from several speeches and documents the opinions of 
the present President, previous te his election asVice President, 
He next aidverted to the charge made by the Whig party 
against the party to which he belonged, that it was the war of 
the Democracy against chartered rights, which had brought 
the country into discredit, and he asked what constitutional 
vested rights could corporations possess, but those ranted by 
the people; and as the people never had delegated their sove- 
reign power to charter corporations, what other course 
could the Democratic party honorably take, but that 
of warring against an unjust assumption of the right 
hy Congress?’ But if the power did not exist jn 
Congress to annul vested rights, how could the Whig party 
justify itself on its own grounds for having passed a bankrupt 
law to annul all vested rights of creditors against their will? 
On this point Mr. S. dwelt for some time, showing the incon- 
sistency of the conduct of those who forced through the bank- 
rupt law, contrasting that conduct with their doctrine of the in- 
violability of vested rights. But the Democratic party is ar- 
taigned before the world for denying the country the creation 
of a corporation, such as the late Bank of the United States 
which squandered away a capital of thirty-five millions of 
Qollars, and deprived so many widows and orphans of their 
only means of subsistence, not to Mention’ the ruin 
which it brought down on other individuals as well as 
banking. institutions and State credits. Thus the effects of 
Feceral institutions and Policy—existing in the discredit of the 
Government and genera! derangement of the whole country— 
are raked up and parated as the effects of Democratic opposi- 
tion to incorporated rights! These worthy and innocent bank 
corporations, which have spreadsuch universal ruin; which have 
swent away four hundred million dollars worth of property be- 
longing to the people; which have, by their delusions ard 
iniquities, driven upwards of fifty of the Whigs themselves to 
commit suicide, are now held upas the innocentand martyred 
sufferers under the persecution of the Democratic party against 
chartered rights! And this is now urged as the reason why the 
country is embarrassed, and why the party in power stands ex. 
cused for the state of things which exists, These are the pre- 
texts for creating a debt, the end of which no man can see. He 
did not accuse the gentlemen of dishonesty in this; on the ton- 
trary, he believed they were sincerely honest in the pursvit of 
the policy of protecting the manufacturers by a high tariff, en- 
forced by a national debt, which they exhibit such unwearied 
zeal in creating. 
But this is not the only way in which the 
carried out, They have placed high in office a man who com. 
mitted treason on the country, by carrying, atthe point of the 
bayonet, false returns of election in Pennsylvania. Anathe: 
valuable man pressed into the Whig service was John wW. 
Bear, the celebrated blacksmith. He would read from the 
Ohio Statesman some account of this valuab'e Officer, fe F 
whose accommodation a very honest Democrat was turned oat 
to.make room. Mr. S. ‘read the paragraph tọ which he had 
alluded, He also read from the Cineinnati Enquirer & sketch 


Whig system is 


of J. W. Bear. He had read these: matters to show 
the instruments. and- meats resorted to to hurl from 
power the Democratic party, which, after years of depressicn, 
occasioned by Federal bank institutions, left but a debt of 
$5,600,000, but which was increased by their reform succes- 
sors seventeen millions in.one year. It was easy to see that 
the great and the only crime of the Democratic party was op- 


. position to the darling and all rating principle of Whig policy, 


eatea national debt-as the foundation of a high tariff and 
Fioieciive system. It is part of this policy to offer thisloan at 
less. than par, that the déebt-may be the larger; and hence 
all opposition to it is characterised as factious opposition. 
What is it but a proposition to throw the Government into 
the hands of stockjobbers, money dealers and shavers, with an- 
Invitation to augment the debt as much as they please, to gra- 
tify their own cupidity, and bring about a high tarsi? Although 
profligate. as they*have been in their expenditures, yet as the 
Government wants this loan, ifthey would but send their bonds 
into market in proper form, he would vote for their loan bill. 
The question Rie ten taken, and the bill was ordered to be 
grossed for a third reading. Yy 
Piho PRESIDENT pro tem, laid before the -Senate the fol- 
i ication: i 
pai each he Wasinnrox, April 11, 1842. 
Sm: Having accepted the judicial appointment recently con- 
ferred on met Socined my duty to resign, as I hereby do, my 
seat in the Senate of the United States. Sco 
Ta surrendering the trust { have held for no less a period than 
eleven years, I hope Imay be allowed to say, though I do it un- 
der a deep consciousness of having discharged the high and re- 
sponsible duties belonging to itina very humble and imperfect 
manner, that ithas been both my study and my aim to act, at 
all times, with a scrupulous regard to the principles of the Con. 
atiiution and G vernment under which we live, and with a 
s‘rict fidelity to the interests of the country at large, as well as 
to the interests of the intelligent and patriotic people to whose 
generous partiality, more than to any merits of my own, I have 
deen indebted for the elevated and dignified station for two con- 
stitutional termsin succession. It is almost needless to say that 
it is with no small degree of pain and regret that I break off and 
separate myself from the relations and associations formed un- 
der circumstances of such peculiar interest, and conferring upon 
me, as they have done, in the highest sense, both bonor and gra- 
tification.” But though these relations and associations may no 
longer exist in fact, they willexistin lively and gratifying re. 
membrance, and havea place near to my heart, to the most 
istant day of my life. . Sk 
a tetinin frat the Senate, I shall carry with me an abiding 
sentiment of exalted respect for the body collectively, and the 
kindest feelings and sincerest personal regard for every member 
individually. To each and all I beg to present my unfeigned ac- 
knowledgement for the kindness and courtesy they have invari- 
ably manifested towards me at all times and on all occasiong, 
and to assure them, though it may be a poor return for so much 
undeserved partiality and favor, that tbey will always have my 
bestiwishes and most fervent prayers for their health, prosperity, 
appiness. 
ene BApP Tam, with high respect, your ob’dt servant, 
SAMUEL PRENTISS, 
Hon, SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD, 


Fresident of the Senate, 

On motion of Mr. TAPPAN, the President pro fem. was di- 
rected tocommunicate to the Governor ci Vermont the fact of 
resignaUion. y ` 

The PRESIDENT pro tem.! laid before the Senate the fol- 
lowing message from the President of the United States relative 
to claims to. land under the treaty at Dancing Rabbit Creek, 
viz: 

To the Senate of the United States: g 

I herewith transmit a memorial which I have received from 
the Choctaw tribe of Indians, and citizens of the State of Mis- 
sissippi, with a reqnest that I should communicate the same to 
Congress, This I did not fee] myself at liberty to decline, jnas- 
much as | think that some action by Congress is called for, by 
justice tothe memorialists, and in compliance with the plighted 
national faith. JOHN TYLER. 

On motion of Mr. MOREHEAD, . T 

Ordered to be printed and referred to the Committee on In- 
dian Afiairs. 

“On motion of Mr. MANGUM, 

Tie Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
MONDAY, April 11, 1842, 

Mr. HOWARD, of Michigan, asked leave to 
offer the following resolution, which was read for 
information: 

Resolved, That’a select committee be appointed, with in- 
structions to Inquire into the expediency of constructing a ship . 
canal around the Sault St. Marie, in the State of Michigan, and 
that they report to this House what acts had been passed, and 
what steps taken by the State of Michigan, with a view to the 
construction of such canal, and also what would be the proba. 
ble expense of construction upon a channel as will effectually 


extend the steamboat. navigation of Lake Erie, Huron, and 
Michigan, into Lake Superior, 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON objected. 

Mr. READ, of Pennsylvania, desired to pre- 
sent certain pelitions, of the appropriate disposi- 
tion of which, under the Qist rule of the House, 
Mr. R. expressed himself doubtful. 

Mr. TRIPLETT objected. 

The SPEAKER explained to Mr. Reap ihat 
under the order. of the House of a former day, 
special provision was made for such cases cf 
doubtful character as the genlleman alluded to, 

Mr. READ of Pennsylvania presented the petja 
tion of Ebenezer Sprout, of Bridgewater, Susque« 
banna county, Pennsylvania, praying that a pen- 
sion be granted to him; which was referred to the 
Commitiee on Pensions. : 

Also, presented the petition of Isaac Potter, of 


Springville, Susquehanna county, Pennsylvania, 
(accompanied. by documents, to. wit, $3.17 of conii- 
nental money,) praying that Cougress may make 
an appropriation te redeem the same. Referred to 
the Committee.on Revolutionary Claims. 

- Also, presented the petition of s:venty-eight citi- 
zens of Asylum, Bradford county, Pennsyivania 
(two. of them soldiers of the Revolution,) praying 
for the repeal of all laws, and the alteration of all 
constitutional provisions by which they-are bound 
to countenance slavery; also remonstra'ing against 
the annéxation of Texas to the United Siates. 

Also, a petition signed by-eighty citizens of Asy- 
lum aforesaid, praying that all orders, rules and 
practices of the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, placing petitions on the subject of slavery on 
a different footing from other lawful petitions, may 
, be annulled and rescinded. 

Also, a petition signed by eighty citizens of Asy- 
Jam aforesaid, praying that the slave trade in the 
District of Columbia may be abolished, or that the 
Seat of Government may be removed to some place 
where the slave trade does not exist. 

The last three petitions being on the subject of 
abolition were not teceived, but were left to the de- 
cision of the Speaker, to decide whether they con 
tained any thing that did not come within the 21st 
Yule, and that could be referred. 

Mr. HOPKINS pre enied two petitions from citi- 
zens of Wythe County, Virginia, remonstrating 
against the removal of the district court of the Uni- 
ted Siates from Wytheville to Abingdon. 

Mr. HOLMES presented the petition of Charlot'e 
Head, widow of Richard M. Head, praying a pen- 
sion for the Revolutionary services of ker hus- 
band. Reverred to the Committee on Revoluticn- 
ary Pensions. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the State of 
the Union. ; 

But, on the suggestion of the SPEAKER, waiv- 
ed the motion that the &: nate biilson the Sceaker’s 
table might be taken up. 

And the following bills were then read twice by 
their titles and appropriately referred: 

An act authorizing the settlement and payment 
of certain claims of the State of Alabama. 

An act authorizing the relinquishment of the 
16th sections granted to the use of schools, and the 
entry of other lands in lieu thereof. 

An act fer the relief of George Nix. 

An act for the relief of Enoch Hidden. 

An act for the relief of Richard Patten. 

An act for the relief of Daniel Kleiss. 

An act for the relief of the jegal representatives 
of Richard T. Banks, of the State of Arkansas. 

The joint resolution from the Senate authorizing 
the extension of the contract for carrying the mail 
on the route. between Mobile and New Orleans 
coming up on iis first and second Teading— 

Some conversation followed between Messrs. 
BRIGGS, WHITE, of Louisiana, and the SPEAK- 
ER— 

When the resolution was committed to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads, with the 
following instrnetions, adopted on the motion of 
Mr. WARREN: 


“That the tri-weekly mail route from Macon to Bainbridge, 
Georgia, be changed, as heretofore ordered by the Postmaster 
General, to goby Perry, Traveller’s Rest, Americus, Starke- 
ville, Albany, and Newton; and to enable the Postmaster Gene- 
ral to force the change, he be authorized and directed to let the 
contract for carrying the mail, so soon as his Department can 
do so according to Jaw, for the balance of the present term of 
the contracts, and to the conclusion of the nextyear.” o. 

The joint resolution from the Senate providing 
for the distribution of the printed returns of the 
Sixth Census was taken up, read twice by its tide, 
and, by general consent, was read a third time and 
passed. . , 

The joint resolution of tbis House on the subject 
of the printed tables of the Sixth Census, which 
had been returned from the Senate, was taken up, 
and the amendment (which is merely verbal) was 
concurred in. ` Ae 

On motion of Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, 
(submitted on leave,) the letter written to him by 
Frederick A. Browa was ordered to be taken asa 
petition praying Congress for permission to. enter 
the southwest quarter of section thirty-six, town- 
ship twenty-six, in range three east, in the Grena- 
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da land district, in the State cf Mississippi, fer a 
camp ground; and. was referred accordingly. 

Mr. CLIFFORD, of Maine, on leave given, pre- 
senied certain joint resolutions from the Legisiature 
of Maine, (in reference to what object'the Reporter 
knows not.) Laid on the table, 

Mr. TILLINGHAST, on leave given, presented 
certain. joint resolutions from the.Legisisture of 
Rhede Island; which were laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed, i 

GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

On motion by Mr. FILLMORE, the House re- 
solved itself into the Committee of -the Whole on 
the stat of the Union, (Mr. Tuompsen of Indiana 
ia the chair.) and resumed the consideration of the 
“bill making. appropriations for the civil and diplo- 
matic expenses of Government for the year 1842, 

The pending question being on the motion of 
Mr. Prorrir to strike out the following item: 


“No. 213. For repairs, refitting, and improvements of light 
houses and buildings connected therewith, one. hundred and 
twenty-five thousand three hundred and fifty-seven dollars and 
eighty-two cents.” 


Mr. PROFFIT addressed the committee at great 

length in continuation of his remarks. of Satur- 
ay. i 

[The SPEAKER. tock the 
receive the following report: 

Mr. GOODE of Ohio, from the Committee on En- 
relled Bills, reported that the commitiee had ex- 
amined and found to be correct the bill making ap- 
propriations for the construction of a war steamer 
for harbor defence. A 

Mr. IRVIN, from the same committee, reported 
that the committee had examined and found to be 


chair informélly to 


Correct the bill to confirm the title to certain lands. 


in the State of Louisiana, and to authorize the 
issuing of patents for the same. 
The said bilis received the signature of the 


Speaker. 
And the Chairman resumed his seat in commit- 
tee.] 


Mr. PROFFIT concluded by withdrawing his 
motion to strike out. ` 

Mr. SPRIGG suid he would renew the motion; 
but 

The CHAIRMAN gave the floor to 

Mr. FILLMORE, who said it was very impor- 
tant that this bill should be passed with the utmost 
despatch. They were pressed for the passage of 
the Navy appropriation bill, and the appropria- 
tion bill for the support of the Army. He wasin- 
formed from the Navy Department that the funds 
appropriated for that Department were all ex- 
hausied, and all the funds that eculd be transferred 
tothe use of that Department were also exhausted, 
He was extremely enxious that no general debate 
should be indulged en this bill. fe did notre- 
gret that the subject had been gone into for the 
purpose of calling attention to it. The Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means had had the subject under 
consideration, had held a correspondence with the 
Department in reference to it, and had prepared 
some amendments, to be cffered at the proper 
place, for the purpose of vorrecting some of the 
abuses in the expenditure ef this money. 

In addition, he would say that the Committee of 
Ways and Means were so well satisfied that seme 
legislation was neces:ary that trey bad reported a 
resolution referring the whole subject to the Com. 
mitice on Commerce, which commitice was dili- 
geotly engaged in seeing whether any additional 
legislation was necessary, and, when that report 
came in, it woald be a more appropriate time for 
further discussion of this subject. 

This appropriation was in pursuance of law, al- 
though not designated in amount; and it was a re- 
markable fact, in reference to the appropriations 
for our light-house system, that no legislation had 
been had on the subject since 1789. It was not, 
therefore, strange that there were many things 
which required an examination an® legislation for 
the purpose of correction. The whole authority 
on which th’s system was managed was found in 
the 3d section of the act of 1789, from which he 
read, and which gives to the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury the duty of the management and provision for 
the erection of the necessary light-houses. This 
was the whole authority, except simply the laws 
passed from time to time directing light-houses to 


| tem until a mere fit occasion. 
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be built -at different points.: In 1824 a law was 
passed. declaring that no collector should receive 
over $400 per annum for. any , other ‘services 
he might render than as collector. The keepers 
of light-houses’ were paid‘a certain salary pelan: 
num hs k TA a 
The appropriations recommended in this bill 
were simply for the purpose of kceping up the. 
lighthouse system as it now existed; and they had ~ 
had taken the precaution to provide against -the 


< payment of those fees of collectors of ports when 


their salaries were already $1,000, because they. 
thought a collector's whole services due to the pubs. 
lic. when he receives this sum, and that Ñe ought to 
perform the duty of light house keeper without 
pay. This was all the committee had felt in their: 
power to correct abuses. He appealed to the mem. 
bers of this committee in behalf: f those who were 
suffering fur want of appropriations in this bill and 
others, if possible, to dispense with debate on this 
subject until they reached the other bill, ; i 

Mr. KENNEDY of Maryland advertéd to the 
fact that the whole subject had been referred tó the “ 
Committee on Commerce, and said the occasion 
would be presented’ by their report to revive the 
discussion. fe hoped that then he should have an ~ 
opportunity to show the gentleman from Indiana, 
[Mr. Prorrit,] who was so desirous to produce re» 
form in this system, that he bad fallen into some 
very Strange mistakes. ft was sufficient for him 
now to say, that it was his clear conviction that 
there was no better nanaged light-house system in 
the world than ours, at the present time. 

Mr. J.C. CLARK said he regretted that hig 
friend from Indiana [ Mr. Prorrit} could not have > 
reconciled it to his sense of duty to have ceferred: « 
this discussion and attack on our light-house sys... 
When the report 
came in from the Commit:ee on Commerce, which ` 
had been charged by two resolutions of this House 
toinvestigate minutely into all the causes of abuse i 
pointed out by the gentleman from Indiana, ‘they ` 
would have the whole subject thrown wide open 
before the House, and they could take a latitude of 
debate, which on this particular bill was somewhat 
out of order, 


Fie rose to make an appeal to the members of | 
the committece to defer till the next bill came up. 
the discussion on this subject. That our light-hr use 
establishaeut was not perfect they all knew; but it ` 
was not so radically. defective as the gentleman: 
thougkt. Ffe would say to the committee that ihe ree 
port would scon be made,and then the subject would 
come up for discussion. He hoped that gentleman 
would concur in seeing that the importance of the 
subject demanded a separate discussion; and that 
it was not the time to enter into it on this bill for the 
relief cf the creditors of Government, and that 
gentlemen would agree with bim that the impor- 
tance of passing this bill was paramount to every 
other consideration. A 

Mr. SPRIGG said he had never seen the ocean 
or a light house, but his attention had been drawn 
to the enormous increase of this branch of the na- 
tional expenses, and early in the session he had. 
presented a resolution demanding of the Secretary 
of the Treasury full informatien on this subject; 
and that information, as he understood, might very: 
well have been reported before this time. _He 
wanted an account of the contracts entered into, 
and how far the contracts had been complied with, 
to be laid before them, and had addressed a letter 
to the Secretary of the Treasury, in reply to which 
he had received a letter, saying that they had not 
the time to furnish the information, From all the 
information he had acquired on the subject, he be- 
lieved that Government was greatly swindled in re- 
gard to this matter. . are 

Mr. S. renewed the motion to strike out this 
item. : ) 

He said he would willingiy bave acquiesced in 
the appeai made by the genilemen from New York 
(Messis, Fiumore and J. ©. Crarx;] but 
when he looked at the startling facts _ that he 
had ascertaine¢—-when he saw the vast improve- 
ments made in our harbors and in navigation, 
‘and the expenses of that system, which had 
‘amounted to $20,000,000 since the formation of 
Government, and not one dollar of which was 


„expended in Kentucky,.when she kvew that of all 
“the duties she bad-paid on. imports, not one dollar 
“went back to. her, she had a great interest in the 
reduction ofthese expenses. Look at the vast cost 
of our custom-houses, of the collection of revenue, 
of the building cf our docks and navy yards, and 
all the vast sums.expended.in keeping up our naval 
and military establishments) Gentlemen. who were 
now go-urgent to get along with ihe appropriation 
pill, got all these. expenses bask. New York and 
Massachusetts received- almost all that was expend- 


ed on light-houses.. This bill laid down once, Fiea-- 


ven knew when tke subject would again be taken 
up... He saw the immense power of the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means, and they 
would have to wait his time for the subject to be 
taken up again. ` 
That gentleman had said there had been no le- 
gislation on this subject since 1789. From that 
time down. to* 1802, but eight ligbt-houses were 
erected by Government; and in 1812 there were 
“pat. forty-four allegether. At that time the Go- 
vernment supplied the oil; but Mr. Lewis came 
forward and assured the Government, if they would 
give him one-half the amount of the cost of the oil 
previously used, he would supply the light-house 
establishment and keep it in repair. This mode 
was adopted and centinued in-ferce till 1820, when 
a new form of contract. was substituted. He would 
say that they were appropriating to this establish- 
ment a vast amount more than was really required 
. by this contract system. Fie read from the form of 
contract, showing that it provided that the contrac- 
tor must keep all the light-houses in repair, at his 


own-expeénse; but here they were appropriating- 


large sums of moneyfor repairs. Phere was no 
necessity for appropriating for them until the con- 
tractors showed—and they had not—that these 
light-houses were out of repair when they took pos- 
session of them. He would say that the need for 
this vast amount of money for repairs resulted from 
the neglect of the I'ght- house keepers* 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Connecticut said that, in 
delivering over the furniture necessary to keep the 
light-house in repair, receipts were taken by the 
agents from the light-house keepers, He had a 
book of the ,reczipis in his possession, from which 
he read various items, to show the great accuracy 
with which the furniture and utensils were pre- 
served and accounted for, The expenses for which 
they voted were for supply of reflectors and utun- 
sils necessary to keep the light-houses. in order, 
when these articles were worn out. Whe contract 
referred to by the gentleman from Ken‘ucky (:aid 


Mr. W.) was annulled two or three years ago,” 


and the oil had since been contracied for on adver- 
tisement at a price per gallon, and the tubes, wicks, 
and other apparatus, are therefore farnished at the 
expense of the Government; which shows the ne- 
cessity of ihe appropriations for these items. There 
were. six light-houses in sight of the place where 
he resided, which were all kept in perfect order, 
aud conducted with great economy. He farther 
read, from a document from the Treasury Depart- 


ment, a report of the quantity of oit consumed, 


the condition of the light-houses, &e. 

Mr. SPRIGG said there never was a time, since 
the commencement of Government, when we were 
so much in danger of teing overwhelmed witha 
public debtas we were sow. This report from 
the Treasury Depariment confirmed what he had 
just stated. The Secretary cf the Treasury acted 
at once, end, without any dcifficully, e ited to 
those interested in the light-houses their condition, 
so gs to let them know how much ought to be ap- 
propriated for their support. Under the contracts, 
the coniractor was bound to keep in order the re- 
flectors and the apparatus; and yet here il wag 
teats to appropriate $116,735 for this purpase. 
Vot only these contractors and all employed ia cen- 
nection with these light-hou-es, bu: Mr. Lewis, the 
principal contractor, had a deep interest to increase 
the number of thbese establisamenis to the vast 
amount that they had been increased. 


He was not for throwing ob-tacies in the way of. 


the’improvements of our navigating interests and 
of the protection of commerce, but he wanted fair 
play, andthat Kentucky should not be burdened 
‘with any more than was necessaty. Congress had 


Ed 
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neglected its duty in regard to this system. _Allow- 
ing $35 87 for supplying each lamp with oil, keep- 
: ing them in repair so as to hand them over in order 
| to the Government, when the contracts expired, the 
necessary appropriation would amount to $125.377. 


He was willing to give something for: repairs; but 
was it possible that for repairs and refitting $125,377 
was necessary? The very fact that all this was 
proposed for repairs was evidence of guilt. He 
| could-show by reference to the report of the Fifth 


now asked for was greater thin the amount at that 
period. The gentleman from Maryland. (Mr. 
Kennepy] had ssid this was a most beautiful sys- 
tems. Wonen these light houses were all along 
| his own coast, it would do very well for him to 
gay so. 

Mr. McKEON concurred with the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means in the necessi- 
ty of postponing the main debate on this subject of 
light-houses. The examination which he had be- 
stowed on the subject had brought him to aconclu- 
sion that defects existed in the system which ought 
to be corrected. He admitted this was the im- 
pression left on his mind after reading the several 
papers which might be found amongst the docu- 
ments presented to the Senate and the House, and 
; reading the able report made to the House of Com- 
mons in 1834. Mr. McK. then stated he would 
waive his remarks fir the present. He read a 
list of the documents which members might peruse 
for themselves, ard he trusted they would do so, 
involving, as the light establishment did, the ex- 
penditure of a large amount of money. 

The following are the documents: 

Senate document No. 138, January 26, 1838. 


i Do 25S, March 3, 1838. 
| Iose do 24, Dec. 13, 1838. 
i Do do 190, Feb. 13, 1829, 
| Senate do 474, May 18,1840. 


Tre result of his own examination had been that 
many improvements might be judiciously introduced 
into our present system. Asthe Committee on Com- 
merce had now the subject under investigation, he 
would ask them to torn their attention to the pro- 
priety of a reorganization of the department. He 
wished to be distinctly understood as in no manner 
calling in question the conduct. or ability of the 
j present head of the system, but he believed that it 
was impossib'e that, arranged as the system was 
now, proper attention could be given to the 
light establishments cf rot only an Atlantic coast 
ef three thousand miles, but the coasts of cur in- 
land scas. The French Government had commit- 


duty it was to examine sites and report on the pro- 
priety of not only the iccation, but the manner of 
building and the Bghting. 
tish House of Commors recommended, in some 
respecis, the same kind of a supervising power. 

The committee consisted of Mr. Hume, Mr. 
O'Connell, Mr. Edward Codrington, Mr. Labou- 

_chere, Mr. Stenly, and upwards of forty other dis- 
tinguished members of the House of Commons. 
They made a full report and presented to the 
House a mass of valuable testimony, and states 
ments of the. French, Irish, Swedish, and Scotch 
systems, 

This committee of Mr. Hume, recommended 
that a Central Board should be organized, coem- 
posed of persons connected with the hydrographi- 
cal beard of the admiralty and naval gad scientific 
officers. This board would take care that the best 
reflectors, lamps, lenses, &e. should be introduced, 
and the results of experiments would tend to keep up 


p thelights with the state of science. They would take 


eare that examinations should be frequently and 
thoroughly made of the state of the light-houses, 
‘Phe conclusion of the committee was that by 
their arrangements, a strong impulse would be 
given, and as @ublicity in the board’s aeccunt 
and preceedings must he satisfactory to the com- 
munity, they recommended that an annual account 
belaid before Parliament, wiha statement of the 
principal alterations and improvements that may 
bave been made in the lights, in the course of the 
past year. There wasone part of thatdocument which 
he wished an Executive Departments would refer 


| to. There were estimates of the expense of se- 


A‘ter these appropriations what elsé did they want? . 


ted their establishments to scientific men, whose į 


The report of the Bri- | 


| Auditor in 1835, that the amount of appropriations + 


| gaged on these subjects? 


veral light-houses. They were minute in the ex-- 
treme, and the annual. expenditure agreed very 
nearly. with. theestimate. There were small arrear- 
ages and these infeweases. Here we had no such 
details—here we had no such minuteress; if we 
had them, how much more Satisfactory to vote on 
these. measure, than voting as we do, almost in 
the dark. ; 

The committee, he trusted, would also examine 
how it had happened tbat.so many of our light 
houses had been reported out of order, and falling 
down. The report of a board of officers observed 
that a few years since there was a large number 
out of order, upwards of one hundred, be believed. 
Did these accidents occur from want of proper sci- 
entific knowledge, or from false economy in Con- 
gress in making small appropriations in the first 
instance, and by repairs swelling up the expense of 
buildings? The annual expense of the repairs uf 
French light houses. was small, in consequence of 
being construcied in the first instance on proper 
principles. This very appropriation bill showed 
that a large portion of our expenditure was for re- 
pairs, and unless we dry up the original source we 
may expect an increase under this head with the 
increase of our establishments. ; 

The expense of lighting, and the character of 
the lights, he hoped, would also. be investigated. 
It might be important to know whether or not the 
brilliancy of the light might not be increased, and 
at the same time the expense might not be reduced. 
He would also call the attention of the committee 
to the circumstance that this country has been very 
tardy in availing itself of the scientific labors of 
the od word in this department. The Argand 
burner never reached the United States until twenty 
years after its invention. The use of a series of 
lenses to magnify light, and refract light to a dise 
tant hor:zon, (resulting not only in economy, but 
in increased light, brought into successfal operation 
by M. Fregnel, was never visible to the American 
mariner until nearly eighteen years after its appli- 
cation on the other side of the Atlantic. Could 
not some means be brought to bear to give us, at 
least, within a reasonable time, the benefits of the 
labors of the scientific world, always actively en- 


Whe gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Prorrir] had 
exhibited a huge map, covered with wafers, to 
show the light-houses in a particular section of the 
Union. That genileman should have explained 
that, numerous as they appeared, they covered a 
space not only embracing the New England States 
on the Atlantic, but all the lights—-not only light- 
houses, but light-ships--—from New Jersey east- 
ward. Toe map began wiih the lights at Sandy 
Hook, and embraced all on the Atlantic, all in 
New York Bay, all in the Long Island Sound, and 
ia the smali bays ard inlets to the eastward. It 


: wasthat portion of our coast most traversed. 


‘Pre gentleman might have also stated that this 
map exhibited the largest portion of our Atlantic 
lights—-of the 191 light-houses standing between 
Eastport, Maine, and the Sabine river, Louisiana, 
there are, as he was informed, 111 east of Sandy 
Hook--26 in the bays of Delaware and Chesa- 
peake, and bat 54 frcm Sandy Hock south, round 
the peninsula cf Florida, along the shores of the 
Gulf of Mexico to Vermilion bay, the westernmost 
light-house in the United Sates. From St. Augus- 
tine south, round to the Tortugas Keys, in the 
Guf of Mexico, a distance of nearly 600 miles, 
there is but one coast-light and one light-ship. He 
Mr. McK. trusted that some effort would be made 
to remedy this state of things on our southern coast. 

Mr. McK. was not prepared to say how many 
of these lights here exhibited were necessary—~but 
he made these explanaticns so that gentlemen who 
had never seen the ocean cr a light-house might 
not be hurried away against any light-house appro- 
priations, from viewing this map so exhib ted 
this morning. Numerous as they were, he wished 
to fadd another, for a light at Flinn’s knoll, at 
Sandy Hook. This knoll was a sand bar, near 
Sandy Hook, between which the vessels entering - 
New York were compelled to pass. At night there 
was a difficulty in-beating in without some mark. 
To remedy this, an appropriation of $200,000 was 
made in 1837 by Congress to build a light; of 


which sum portion had been spentin endeavoring 
to makea foundation, but the greater partof the fund 
remains’ unexpended. The whole force- of the 
ocean breaks upon this spot, and the effort has thus 
far proved fruiuess. Now, itis proposed to apply 
the principle known as Mitcheli’s screw pile, for 
the fouadation, and as that principle has been well 
tested in England for lighthouses, it is hkely to 
succeed at Fiinn’s knoll. The importance of the 
lightto the commerce of not only the Union but 
the world demands the experiment should be 
made, especially as but one-third of ihe sum unex- 
peeded will be required. 

Mr. McKeon stated that the principle of “ Mitek- 
els moving screw ” had been successfully ap- 
plied in England in establishing foundations 
for light-houses upon sand shoa!s and spits, in situ- 
tions exposed to a heavy sea, and where other 
modés of construction had been considered 
impracticable, arising from the unstable na- 
ture of the bottom to be built upon; that, it 
could be constructed at a small cost as compared 
with that of other modes usually adopied; that it 
could be erected in a much shorter period of time 
than-any other; that it produces no sensible change 
in the shape or surface of: the bar, by which the 
stability of a stone structure might be endangered, 
and, finally, that it would be eminently well adapted 
to the locality of the shoal near Sandy Hlook light, 
known as Fiyno’s Knoll. 

Mr. McKeon stated further, that for about one- 
third of thé unexpenced balance of this appropria- 
tion, a light-house upen the principle of the moving 
screw could te erected at Flynn’s Knoll, and could 
be completed in a single season. 

Mr. McKeon added, that two light-houses built 
upon this principle were in successful operation in 
England, one, at the mouth of the Thames river, 
exposed to the heavy gales of tae North sea; and 
the other on the west ccast of England, at the 
month of Wye, open to the Trish sea. 
| Phe expense of the light ships was, as shown by 
the gentleman from Indiana, very great. In his 
(Mr. McK.'s) opinion, in some cases the Mitchell 
screw. pile might be advantageously used. Where 


there was n^ great depth of waer, as the case was. 


in the Long Isiaad svund light-ship, a substitution 
of a light-hoase for a ship might take place. The 
location and erection of beacons were matters of 
some moment. Tre gentleman from Kentucky 
seemed to think they were small matters. Not so. 
There was one at Sandy Hook which cost nearly 
thirty thousand dollars; and yet, from what he had 
heard of it, the site was not properly selected. He 
admitted, even as it was situated, it was of benefit 
to navigating interests; but still it might have been 
betier located, and he thought better built, for the 
money expended. He trasied the commitiee would 
examine whether or net some economy in that re- 
spect might not be had. 

The buoys, also, were a source of expenditure. 
They required to be more distinguishable, and 
“ more permanent. They are continually breaking 
away from their imperfect anchoring; and not only 
the mariner suffered from their absence, but the 
Government was continually exposed to the ex- 
pense of salvage on these buoys. 8 

He (Mr. McK.) would not now make ary far- 
ther remarks. His objret was to call the aiiention 
of the Committee on Commerce to the subject. 
Tne suggestions he threw out were intended for 
them,and he hoped that when they reporied, some 
method would be devised to give not only more 
efficiency to the system, but also to bring economy 
to bear on one of the most frightfal sousces of ex- 
penditare, but at the same time cne of ihe most 
important interesis of the Goversmeat. 

Mr. J. C. CLARE said thathe had been very 
anxious to reply to the attack made by Mr. Pror- 
pur on the system in general and particularly on 
the character of Mr. Lewis, the coniractor, to 
whore assiduity and faithtulsess the country was 
deeply indebted, but from bis still stronger anxiety 
Rot to delay the passage of the appropriation bl, 
he would forego his purpose, and consent to let the 
question be taken. ; 

Mr. WINTHROP was understood to speak in 
defence of Mr. Lewis. He observed that all the 
charges now advanced against the system had been 
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made fong ago, in the Senate, and triumphantly 
repelled. Mr. W. referred to a letter recent- 
ly received from Mr. Lewis, in which, after 
referring to the practical benefits which bad resulted 
from the introduction of his new mode of lighting, 
and alluding to his long experience and intimate 


| knowledge of the whole system for the last thirty- 


7 


two years, he requested thatif any attack should 
be made upon his charecter, an immediate iavesti- 
gation might be had. As to the fact that come of 
the light-houses had fallen down, cou!d any con- 
tractor contro] the storms. of the ccean or limit 
their effects? Had not the great Eddistone lieht- 
house been repeatedly destroyed, as well as that on 
the Goodwin sand:? Mr. W. concluded by refer- 
ring to the concurrent testimony of old sea captains, 
and other nautical characters, as well as of the 
Presidents of the insurance companies, to the ex- 
cellence of the management of the light houses of 
the Union. 

Mr. WISE (to whom Mr. Serica kad referred 
2s wincing’ under the speech of his friend from 
Indiana) admitied that he had felt somewhat wur- 
ried whilst listening to it, But be would say to 
Western gentlemen that if they were ready to put 
out the light-houses, those residing on the coast 
itvelf were quite as ready. Was it their produce 
which was endanged by rocks and shoals or 
destroyed by wreeks? or was it the produce 
of those who lived in the interioi? And as 
to wrecks, his friend from the coast of New 
Jersey could tell who were personally bene- 
fitted by them, As scen as a ship was strand. 
ed the commissioner of wrecks put out with his 
posse comitatus and took possession, and the who'e 
recovered was sold for salvage, which was never 
less than from a third toa half; and some of those 
wreekers were the basest of mankind, and would 
stand with their beats in readiness waiting on the 
beach till the last throb of life was extinet in the 
poor lostcrew, end then dart jike harpies upon the 
spoil. He was sorry to say that some of his own 
constituents wee men of this Ceserip'ion. Here- 
ferred to his former attacks on the Van Buren ad- 
ministration, on the groundetbat their extravagance 
had put cut the eyes of the ocean—the eyes of 
commerce. He insisted that more lizght-houses 
were needed in ihe Chesapeake Bay as well as on 
the coast of North Carolina and Florida. He de- 
nounced an attack on the light-hcuse system as a 
thing almost inhuman, so trifling was its expense 
in comparison to the saving of life and- property. 
The cargo of a eingle brig wrecked on the coast of 
Virginia would have maintained all the light-houses 
in the State for five years. He believed the object 
of the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Prorrir] to 
have been patriotie: and he admitted that there 
might Fe some abuses: but expressed it as his de- 
cided conviction that, on the whole, the light-house 
system, as at present existing, was one of the best 
enndueted departments of the American Govern- 
ment. As to ihe attack on Winslow Lewis, Mr. 
W. undersioed that there was a person of Mr. L ’s 
own name now in town and very busily eng- ged in 
cireulating representatieas to his prejudice, and 
possibly because that very man would not suffer 
certain abuses to ex’st in the system. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Connecticut went into a 
statistical statement, from public documents, going 
to show that the expenses of the system had 
been very ecnsiderably reduced in 1841; and prov- 
ing that the total est of the light-house establishe 
meni in the United States was less than baif that 
of the English, and only one-third that of the 
Freech., The average expense of our Hght- houses 
was &1,115, while that of the British was $2,600, 
and that of the F $2 300, besides $1,600 more 
forrepaiis. He admitted some of the light-houses 
right have been improy 


rly placed; but the num- 
ber of such was very small As to the collectors, 
he stated reasons to show why they were more pro- 
per persons to be charg d with the superintendence 
of the light-houses than any general beard conid 
He replied to some objections urged hy Mr. 
Pacrrip against the erection of three low liebt- 
houses on ove point, by showing it was for the 
purpose of distinction from other lights in the viej- 
nity, and the whole cost less than one lofty light- 
house. i 


k 
oe. 


a 
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Mr: W. replied to the remarks of Mr. Srridaj 
as to the general contract; and insisted. that, should: 


the system now working. so. well be-arrested.and 


consigned. to new hands, the cost, instead of be=: 
icg diminished, would, in all probability, be: 


doubled.” - 


Mr. CUSHING had no doubt the real object of © 
the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Pr-rrr] had 


been. to strengthen, not to injure, the existing light-.. 


house system; bat ihat gentleman labored under.ere | 
This was no question’ of. . 


roneous impressions. 
seabeard interest against the interest of the interior. 


In confirmation of this, Mr. C, ref-rred to the light. « 


money of -fifty cenis per ton paid by foreign ship- 
ping, and six cents by our own; and putting out the 
lights on the coast. would only increase the cost of 


insurance and freight, and thus brieg a larger - 


charge on the producer, who, in the end, must bear 
the difference. 
distribution of the lights, it might be true that Flo- 


As to the alleged inequality in the . 


rida and the Sonth had too few; but that did not. 
prove that the North and East had too many. The - 
eastern coast was studded with harbors and cities, ; 


and filled with a dense population largely engage 

in commerce; and though vessels from abroad 
might not need so many light-houses, and might 
even be put to inconvenjence by them, yer the ops 


posite was true of the coasting trade; which. was - 


greater in amount, and needed most protection. 
Mr. FILLMORE made a beseeching appeal to 
the committes against retarding the bill, especially 
when not a man had avowed himself in favor of 
ihe motion to sirike out. 
Mr. SPRIGG, however, resumed the floor, and 


spoke with more earnestness than ever: He said. 


he had been assailed most grossly, and he would 


add most falsely, as if-desirous to put out the eyes `> 
of the ocean, or of commerce; he was friendly to.. 


the system, and to say otherwise was to make a 
faise issue, uncandid and unbecoming. While the 


gentleman from Indiana was excuipaied, (because, . 


as he supposed, he was a brother member of “the . 


guard,”) Mr. S. was lefi under thecharge of a want 
of patriotism, and of an inhuman attack on [the 
Ight-houses. He insisted that in the contest for 
the Presidency the nation was ia greater danger 
than ever of being saddled with extravagant ex~ 
penditures, because the friends of each candidate 


sought to conciliate friends by lavishing money. on, 


different sections of the Union. . He represented 


Mr. Wise as “a war horse,” ready for all manner - 


of expenditures for navy, army, new fangled 


steamers, fortifications, any thing, every. thing that . 


he thought could get votes for John Tyler. Mr.S. 
said he hated hypocrisy above all things, and said 
something, not very distinctly heard, about his wil- 
lingness that ali hypocrites sbould burn in hell, &c. 
The gentleman had clarnored against the expenses 
ofthe Florida war, but though that man snorted 
then as loudly ashe did now in the House, nota 
note was to te heard against the enormous expen- 
dituyes for custom-houses and light-houses. Oh, 
no; there were too many votes to get in New York 
and in Massachazetis. [A laugh.) 

Mr. S. disclaimed all jatention of a personal at- 
tack cn Mr. Lewis, whom he did not know. He 
compared the expendiiures for lighting the coast, 
and the dangers of coast navigation, with the long 
dark course of ihe Western rivers, and the dangers 
of navigation among snags and sawyers, &c. The 
members of ihe Congressional Temperance Socie- 
ty called themselves guarcians on the watch tower, 
Why were they half their time out of the House, 
and not guarding it against extravagance and mise 
application of the public meney? 

Mr. S. threatened to tell his constituents about 
the large sums appropriated for dockyards, new 
fashioned steamers, new ranks in the navy, light- 
houses, custom-bouses, and all under this retrench- 
ment Adininistration. He stood pledged to ad- 
vance no man’s political fortunes; nor would he 
speak here in the spirit of a temperance society 
watchman, but bere in the spirit of bis own people 
—an hone-t, fearless, hard-working, independent 
constituency. 

After a brief rejoin from Mr. PROFET — 

Mn SPRIGG concluded to modify his mo. 
tion, He withdrew the motion to sirike out the 
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item entirely, and) moved to reduce the sum ‘to 
$75,000. se age E 
- -And the question being on this amendment to the 
bill ` : = é 
mittee; but the Reporter regrets that, owing to. Mr. 
R’s position the extreme. Jeft of the, Chair, (in a 
corner of the Hall sportively called “Sleepy Hol- 
low,”).it was scarcely possible to hear all he said. 
He was unietstood: as expressing his conviction 
that the light-house system of this country,-as at 
present conducted, was one of the most extensive, 
‘and atthe same time time one ‘of the most econo- 
woical:at present in existence. He had. ‘prepared 
nimself with authentic documents to’ prove | this: 
but as the committee were very properly anxious 
to proceed. with the bill, he would forbear going in- 
tothe subject. He must be permitted, however, to 
say one word as to whathad fallen from the gen- 
. teman from Virginia: [Mr. Wisz.] He concur- 
red fully with that gentleman as tothe importance of 
having a well-lighted ccast: but he could not agree 
in applying to any portion of his own constituen- 
cy, the remarks which that gentleman had made as 
to- the feelings and conduct of those who resided 
on the cea shore on the subject of wrecks. He 
never could concur in charging any portion of his 
own constituency, though the residence of many of 
them wasinthe immediate vicinity of the ccean, 
with the merciless cruelty of waiting for the ex- 
tinction of life in the wrecked crew, and then 
seizing like harpies on the spoil.. A large portion 
of his constituency were pifots; men of more 
generous or more resolute hearts were not to be 
Tound--as compassionate as they were bold—and 
always ¢the first to peril their lives for the 
safety of those committed to their watchfulness 
and care. He owed it to them to say thus much: 
what sort of people there might be on the coasts of 
. Virginia Mr. R. did not know, but he could say 
that in his own State he knew of none such as the 
gentleman had described. 

‘Mr. WISE, What!—-does the gentlemen say 
there are no wreckers there? 

‘Mr. RODNEY. There are. : 

Mr. WISE. I did not say that any considera- 

- ble portion of- my constituents were wretches such 
as I referred to; but ihat I regretted there were a 
few such. 

Mr. AYCRIGG. There are wreckers on all 
parts of the coast. 

Mr. RODNEY said he wished to disclaim on be- 
half of his constituents, all of them, the charge of 
being merciless or cruel. As to the Fifth Auditor, 
who had peculiar charge of the expenditure for 
light houses, according to all the information he 
had ever received or heard, Mr. R. believed that 
gentlemen to be one of the most devoted ani faith- 
ful officers in the service of the Government. He 
had come into office under the pure and virtuous 
administration of Mr. Monroe; and, under all 
the successive administrations which had followed, 
this officer had retained his post. He bad-enjoyed 
in an equal degree the confidence of five diffe- 
tent Administrations, As to his management 
of the light-honse system, he was looked upon as 
the mamspring of the whole machine; in fact, he 
might justly be denominated the father of the sys- 
tem. Two hundred tight-houses had been erected 
since he kad had coniroi of the department. As 
a son of the State Mr. R. represented on that floor, 
it was his duty to defend him when unjustly as- 
sailed. He was the honored son of a State whose 
sons, whether found in the naval, the military, or 
the civil departments of the Government, had ever 
been conspicuous for their patriotism, purity, and 

devotion to the public service. f 

Mr. KENNEDY, of Maryland, said that if the 
question was now to be taken, he would consent to 
yield the floor without at thistime addressing the 
committee; but if not, he musi claim the right of 
replying to much of what had been advanced 
on the other side. 

[Roars of “question! question !”] 

To test the sense of the committee, he would 
now move to rise. 

‘The question being taken on rising, it was lost 
syes 45, noes 96. 

So the committee refused to rise. 


Mr. RODNEY of Delaware addressed the com- ` 


Mr. KENNEDY. then resumed, and said that 
he. was willingto waive his right of reply, (ques- 


‘tion! question!) but he wished-to say, before the ` 


vole was taken, that ihe gentleman from Indiana 


[Mr. Prorrrr] had placed him in rather a strange’ < 


position, after. withdrawing his motion to strike 
out, to chargé.tiose on the opposite side with. re- 
treating fromthe debates =e 

Mr. PROFFIT explained, and disclaimed any 
such charge. ; ee . a 

Mr. KENNEDY then observed that he did in- 
tend, on a proper occasion, to show tbat the gene 
teman was thoroughiy and totally mistaken in the 
positions he had assumed, as well with regard to 
the light-house system of foreign nations as to our 
own; and that the system in this country was as well 
administered as any in the world; and considering 
the period of duration, the improvemements it had 
undergone were beyond all example. He said 
thus much that his silence might not be interpreted 
asa retreat from the debate. ; 

The question was now pat on Mr. Spriac’s 
amendment, and decided ia the negative withont a 
connt. 

Mr. FILLMORE offered the following amend- 
ment, to come in at the end of tie items for light- 
houses, &e. 

For expenses of examining annually the condition ofthe light- 
houses, four thousand dollars: Provided, That the commis- 
sions of two and a half per cent. Cand any and all other commis- 
sions) heretofore allowed to the superintendents of light-houses 
be discontinued in all cases where the compensation of the col- 
lector as such and as superintendent of light-houses, including 
fees, perquisites, official shares of fines, forfeitures, and penal- 
ties, and commissions, and all emoluments of oflice whatever 
shall amount together to one thousand: dollars or upwards per 
ansum; and the different collectors shall hereafter discharge 
the duties ofsuperintendents as heretofore required without any 
additional or specific compensation for the performance thereof 
except as above stated: Provided, That nothing herein contain- 
ed shall be construed to impair or affect the 18h section of the 
act approved 7th May. 18:2, limiting. the compensation of col- 
lectors, surveyors, anu naval officers to the sum of four hundred 
dollars annually for services performed for the United States in 
any other office or capacity. 

The committee then rose, and the House ad- 
jourmed. 


‘Among the petitions laid on the Clerk’s table to- 
day, under the order of the House of the 29.h of 
March, were the following: 

By Mr. ROTTS of Virginia: From three hun- 
dred aud sixty-two citizeis of Whecling, in Virgi- 
nia, setting forth that they are deeply impressed 
with the belief that a tarif of additional duties upon 
manufactures is essential to the welfare and pros- 
perity of the country; that our howe products ough 
thereby to be protceted frem foreign competition 
as far as that can be done without imposing une- 
qual burders upon any particular section of the 
country; and that the warts of the Tre sury ought 
by such means to be snuoplied; the petitioners, 
therefore, respectfully pray that the laws regulating 
daties on foreign imports may be so amended as to 
ensure the ends proposed, 

r By Mr. GWIN: The petition of Samuel Rags- 
ale. 

By Mr. AYCRIGG: Peiition of glass manufac- 
turers of Jersey City, asking for protection. 

By Mr. TRUMBULL: Memorial of Albro Gris- 
wold and 182 others, from’. Wethersfield, Connec- 
ticut; of Timo. Cowles and 34 others; of M: L. J. 
Cunningham and 32 others, from Farmington, 
Connecticut, praying thatin the adjustment of a 
tariff of duties on imports discrimination may be 
made in favor of American industry. 

By Mr. McKEON: Resolutions fromthe Cham- 
ber of Commerce of New York, in tavor of the 
coast survey under Mr. Hassler. 

By Mr. MOORE: Evidence in support of the 
claim of Chilton Allen, ct al; petition of Henry M. 
Bry, praying confirmation of land claim. 

By Mr. ROOSEVELT: Petition of sundry im- 
porters of end dealers in watches, precious stones, 
pearls, &c. prfying that the duties on goods of lit- 
tle bulk and great value may be fixed atsucha rate 
as not to hoid out temptations to violate the laws, 
&e. : 

Also, the petition of the owners and agents of 
the packet lines of ships trading between New 
York and Liverpool, Londen and Havre, to the 
same effect, 


By Mr, BARNARD: Petition of Egbert & Eg- 
kd 


bert, and 162 others, citizens of Cohoes, New 
“York, in favor of protective laws. 
Aiso, the petition of the widow of ‘Timothy 


„Powers for a pension. ` ; 


By Mr. BOARDMAN: . Petitions of James 
Brewster and 348citizens of New Haven, Connec- 
ticut; of Samuel C. Johnson and 33 inhabitants of 
Guilford; Connecticut, and of Elibu Moulthrop, 
Jr. and 23 inhabitants of Wolcott, Connecticut, all 
asking for a tariff of discrimination in favor: of 
American industry. ; ; 

By Mr. CASEY: Petition of a number of eiti- 
zens of township three north, range nine east, in. 
the county of Richland, Illinois, praying Congress 
to pass an act authorizing the citizens of said town- 
ship to relinquish the 16th section therein, and en- 
ter other lands in lien thereof. : 


IN SENATE, 
Turspay, April 12, 1842, a 

Mr. PHELPS presented a memorial from certain manufac- 
turers of glass in Vermont, representing the depressed condition 
of that branch of manufacture. They ask that such a tariff of 
duties be laid not only to protect them agamst foreign competi- 
tion and revive that branch of business, but all branches of 
manufacture, 4 

Mr. P. also presented the proceedings of sevetal meetings, 
and several memorials from that State in favor of protection to 
every branch of American industry. á 

After afew remarks from Mr. P. showing that the doctrine 
of protection was advocated in Vermont with singular unanimi- 
ty, and without regaid to party designation, the memorials and 
vroceedings of the meetings were referred to the Committee on 

anufactures. i : 

Mr. SPRAGUE presented joint resolutions adopted by the 
Legislature of Rhode Island, on the subject of the embarrassed 
gondition of the National Treasury, and the . critical 
condition of our foreign relations, and calling upon Congress: to 
pass measures for the relief of the common country and to 
protect the national honor: ordered to lie on the table and be 

Kinted. sie 
: Mr. HENDERSON presented a memorial from Thompson 
Wilson, asking permission to enteras a pre emption right, cer- 
tain quarter sections of land: referred tofthe Committee on Pri» 
vate Land Claims. ‘ , : 

Mr. PRESTON, from the Committee on Military. Affairs, 
made an adverse reporton the petition of Dr. M, Monsun, pray» 
ing to be allowed the pay-and emoluments of a surgeon of the 
army: which was ordered to be laidon the table and printed. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, 
to which had been referred House bill for the relief of Elizabeth 
Pearceand Mary M. Telfair, daughters and heirs of Israel Tel- 
fair, reported the same back with an amendment, which was 


read. 

Mr. LINN, on leave, and agreeably to notice given, intro- 
duced a bill to surrender to the State of Missouri and Arkansas 
alternate sections of certain lands reported as not worth the ex- 
pense of survey, for the purpose of increasing the value of the 


$ public domain, 


Mr. LINN saidhe desired to draw the attention of the. chair- 
man of the Committee on Public Lands to this subject. The 
portion of country referred to was the alluvial districts extend- 
ing from the mouth of the Ohio to the mouth of the St. Fran- 
cis river, a distance of upwards of two hundred miles,and cove- 
ring in width from thirty to fifty miles. All this tract of coun- 
try was sometimes submerged by the overflowing of the Mis» 
sissippi, as well as the St. Francis and other large rivers. This 
had been the case probably for a very long time, but certainly 
since the earthquake of 1811. Very large lakes had been form- 
ed by that occurrence, some of them sixty miles in Jength, and 
when the large rivers were swollen, almost the whole of the 
tract of country he had mentioned was submerged. But by 
removing the rafts fromthe St. Francis, and by opening the 
sinuses which connect those reservoirs of water, the whole 
might be made to run off in a continuous stream to the St. Fran- 
cis and to the Mississippi. This valuable.portion of territory, 
asat present situated, might be said to be entirely useless to the 
United States; for although there were tracts of thirty or forty 
miles in extent, which were exempted from the condition of the 
surrounding land, yet they were insulated tracts -they 
were cut off from the higher country because. en- 
tively surrounded by water, having no communication ex- 
cept by means of bridges. The question, then, was, should 
this portion of territory, which might be called the richest and 
most fertile in the world, be redeemed from its present’ useless 
condition? and whether this Government will contribute to ác- 
complish this Object, by surrendering it to the States-of Ar- 
kansas and Missouri, or whether they will wait until individual 
labor shall be abie to effect its restoration. He [Mr. Linn] had 
caused a map to be prepared by a scientific gentleman for the 
information of the committee to whom he desired that the bill 
should be referred, and he hoped his friend from Indiana would 
taxe charge of the subject, andgive a careful examination to 
the reports and documents which he would present tothe com- 
mittee. And he felt confident, upon such examination, he 
would view the facts in such a light as would lead him to re- 
port the bill back to the Senate for its adoption. 

Mr. SEVIER said he could not conceive that there would be 
an objection to the bill. Ifwasa very important matter to the 
two States, Arkansas and Missouri. They had expended al- 
ready upon a road leading through that tract of country, $220," 
000, and the road was still unfinished, owing in a greai degree 
to the inundated state of the country. He believed that 
the rafts could be effectually and completely removed but he 
@was satisfied that unless the Government or the States them- 
selves took up the matter there was little chance of ita being 
accomplished, It was an enterprise too large to be accomplish . 
ed inany other way. : 

The bill_was then read twice, and referred to the Committea 
on Public Lands. i : 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, to which the subject had been referred, reported a 
bijl to- provide for the publication of new edition of the laws 
and reguiations of the Post Office Department, and a perfect 


list of the post offices i United States; which was read, and 
ordered to asecond reading. - = s 
. On motion of Mr: BERRIEN, the PRESIDENT pro tem. was 
empowefed to fill the vacancy in the Judiciary Committee, oc- 
casioned by the resignation of Mr. PRENTISS, of Vermont, 

Mr; MERRICK, from the Commitee oa the Post Office and 
Post Roads, moved that that committee be discharged from the 
further consideration of the resolution instructing that commit- 
tee to'inquire into the expediency of indemaifying Kinkle and 
Carothers the amount of certain drafts drawn in their favor, and 
which the deputy postmaster oa whorn they were drawn failed 

o pay. 

‘On motion of Mr. KING, the question of discharging the 
committee was postponed. H 

` THE LOAN BILL. á 

The billto extend the time forthe loan of the extra session 
to twenty years, to authorize an additional logn of five millions 
ofdollarg and to provide for paying interest on the Treasury 
notes, which was ordered to be engrossed on yesterday, came 
up on-its third reading. i i 

Mr. CLAYTON remarked that some of his friénds on that 
side (the Whig side] had made a request of him to move are- 
consideration of the vote ordering the bill to be eng¥ossed for a 
third reading, with a view to have the vote striking out the 3d 
section of the bill also reconsidered. He did this at thein- 
stance and request of his friends, for whose opinions be had 
greatregard. They feel that the vote on striking out the third 
section wasnota fair expression of the opinion of the Senate, 
several of those who were opposedto striking that section out, 
being absent. His opinion had not changed as to the impro- 

" prietysof that section; and it was his determination to give his 
vote as he had done on yesterday. ‘Those who were oppused to 
striking out thatsection say it was not a fair expression of the 
opinion of the Senate, and it was not his wish to deprive any 
absentee of an opportunity to recordhis vote. He moved to re- 
consider the vote on ordering the bill to be engrossed. 

Mr. KING had no objectien to give the Senator from Dela- 
ware an opporiunity to get rid of this odium occasioned by his 
association with those who had voted to strike out 
the thirdsection; but he wouid only say, whether the Senator 
had changed his views of not—whether he was in favor of re- 
instating that section or not, the inevitable result of his mo- 
tion, if successful, would be to restore the third section, to 
which he was so much opposed, and which his judgment so 
much condemned. TheSenator’s motion would be virtually a 
Vote to restore the third section; for, if the motion is made, the 
section will be restored. ‘The object in striking out that secuon 
was to protect the national Treasury, and to prevent those 
bonds from being issued as a circulating medium; and if the 
Senator from Delaware, and the party to which he belonged, 
are not willingthat the country should be made to suspect 
them of being willing to doindirectly what they dare not do di- 
rectly, they will vote against the motion to reconsider. Mr. K. 
helieved the principle in this section was a departure from all 
past modesof negotiating loans; it was novel in its character,sus- 
picious in its appearance, and will be extremely dangerous if 
adopted. He hoped the Senator was not prepared to make the 
motion, when he saw itsetfect, would be to restore this danger- 
ous section, to which he was opposed. He hoped the motion 
would not prevail, 

Mr. CLAYTON reiterated his reasons for making the motion 
to reconsider. His opinions, however, were his own, and he 
intended to adhere to them, and did not feel himself bound to 
account to any one for them. He-did not wish that the adage 
nosciter a soctis should be applied to him.. Though his opi- 
nions had not chaaged, yet he was willing to afford to those who 
were absent an opportunity tr voteon the qrestion. 

The question was taken, on the motion to reconsider the 
vote on ordering the bili to be engrossed, and it was agreed to— 
ayes 20, noes 18, g 

Mr. CLAYTON then moved to reconsider the vote, by which 
the third section of the bil] was stricken out; which was in the 
following words: 

Sec. 3, And be it further enacted, That the certificates 
hereafter to be issued for said loan may, when required, be in 
such form asshal! be prescribed by the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, so that the stock may be transferable by delivery of the 
certificate, instead of being assignable on the books of the 
TyeaaUry ` 

Mr. EVANS demanded the yeas and nays; which were or- 
dered. 

Mr. E. said he had taken some painsto inquire the probable 
effect of thisamendment since it passed yesterday, and learned 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, that it was a matter of very 
great importance. He considers it of the utmost consequence, 
to facilitate the obtaining of the loan, that. the third section 
should be restored. ‘This was the form in which the most mo- 
dern loans in Europe were obtained. The absence of this se 
tion was made an objection by those who were desirous to take 
a part of thelate Joan. They would not take it because it was 
not in this form. 

He considered the section as a matter of extreme importance 
to the bill—that it would make a difference in the facility of ob- 
taining the loan, and would materially affect the rate of inte- 
rest. He hoped the section would be reinstated, and thus the 
pill be made to conform to the wishes of those who were de- 
sirous to take the other loan. i i 

The question was then taken on the motion to reconsider the 
vote striking out the third section, and it was carried, by—yeas 
25, nays 20, as follows: ; 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Choate, 
Crittenden, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Kerr, Mangum, Mer- 
rick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Preston, Rives, Sim- 
mona, Smi:h of Indiana, Southard, Sprague, Tallmadge, White, 
and Woodbridge—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clayton, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, Sevier, Smith of 
Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Williams, 
Woodbury, Wright, and Young—20. i P 

The question recurring on the motion to strike out the third 
section— : $ 

Mr. SEVIER deemanded the yeas and nays; which were or- 
dered. M 

Mr. WRIGHT saidif the chairman of the Finance Commit- 
tee would examine the question as to what form loans are ob- 
tained in England, he would find himself mistaken; he would 
also find that it was the speculator in public stocks who desired 
it to be issued, conformably to the third section, and the real 
holder who was in favor of the other mode. 


The question was then taken on striking out the third sec- 
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| Crittenden, Evans, Graham. K 


tion, (as quoted above, and it was disagreed to, by yeas 21, nays 
24, as follows :: k 3 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clayton, Fulton, Hendersen, King, Lino, McRoberts, Sevier, 
Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, 
Wilhams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—21. : 

NAYS— Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Choate, 

Mangum. Merrick, Miller, 
Morehead, Pheips, Porter, Pre s Rives, Simmons, Smith of 
Indiana, Southard, Sprague, Tallmadge, White, and Wood- 
bridge—24, ~ 

Toe bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The question now being shall the bill pass? : 
ES Mr. CALHOUN cailed for its reading, which, having been 

lone— 

Mr. CLAYTON observed that ashe should vote against the 
bill, he was desirous of explaining his reasons for doing so. If 
it had been confined to the balance of the former loan, heshould 
not have objected; but as it proposes a new loan of five mil- 
lions, and a proposition in the ninth section which he thought 
exceedingly objectionable, he was unwilling to vote for it; for 
he was not disposed to encourage the headlong course of the 
States in running into. debt. Another objection he had was, 
that a sufficient revenue wes not first provided for the Govern- 
ment; for he considered this mode of supplying means was 
nothing more than asystem of protrac:ion contrary to every 
sound principle of governmental j y. Te was unwilling to 
encourage the prapasition to piace Treasury notes in a condi- 
tion of bearing interest after they fell due, as it was an encou- 
ragemenit to the Secretary. of the Treasury tu let thea remain 
unpaid, and apply the means in his hands, provided for that 
purpose, to other and more pressing claims. It is obyieus that 
if the means provided to pay thos: Treasury notes shall be 
wanted for expenditures, the notes will not be paid, according 
to promise, when due. This was morally and practically 
wrong. He could not see the distinction between this mode of 
proceeding and repudiation by the Statesof their debts, 

Mr. SEVIER called for the yessand na 

Mr. CALHOUN observed, it was not his inteniion to discuss 
in detail the provisions of this bill. That had been done so 
fully and so ably by those who had preceded him on his side, 
that he had nota word to add. 

It was not possible, he conceived, for gentlemen to shut their 
eyes to the true nature of (his measure—a measure standing so 
prominently by itself. {t is prarainentin i's financial beari 
as one of the great measures of the system of measures com- 
menced at the extra session. ‘Lhe same committee which re- 
ported this bill, had reported during the extra session—not Jong 
since—its precursor im the system, a loan bill of twelve mil- 
lions; and so high stood the cr of the Government then, that 
the committee itself, andall i pporierson the other side, an- 
ticipated that the loan woukl be taken at five per cent. Sach, 
too, was the then opinion of the Scsretary of the Treasury. And 
what has been the sudden ange within the short 
period of nine months? T: been such, and so great 
that tlre very same comm » Szeretary olthe Treasury 
are compelled to come forward and declare that the credit of 
the Government has failen so rapidly and so low that they 
cannot get money on jt, even atsix percent ‘They not only 
do this, but they prepose such terms as stamp theirewn con- 


a 


“sults would be more fearful, more alarmusg tot 


. this loan bill should now be passed. 


viction of the fallen credit of the Government on the face of 
this bill, and thus induce a depreciation which must go down 
as low as the public credit coudd sink, even in atime of war. 

The chairman of the committee, instead of admitting that the 
difficulty of obtaining this loan is a consequence of impair-d 
credit, has argued that it is the seareliy of money, and the 
competition for it in the market, which have been the entire 
cause. But was itnot a fact that money in the stock markets 
of Europe was only worth three to four percest.? And is it 
not well known that money ia this country js plenty at six per 
cent. and can be had readily for that when undoubted security 
is offered? What, then, the real cause of this difficulty? 
Itis the action of the gentlemen themselves. It is th own 
policy which has brought down tho credit of the Government. 
And how have they done this? . : 

First, by diminishing the income of the Government; 
by giving away three millions ef resources; and then by in- 
creasing their exper s at the extra session upwards of 
six millions: thus de ng the equilibrium between means 
and expenditures. X 3 under which this 
was done have covit mpair the credit of the 
Government, It was dune with a lull knowledge of the disere- 
Git of the States; and a conviction that the least want of fore- 
sight would cause a fearful reaction, ‘The gentlemen say the 
late Administration left the Government in animpaired condi- 
tion, with debis pressing on the Trea and that it was this 
broke down its eret But v if it was, cid 
they not avow before ligand akt they not 
undertake to reforn 
tion? Were they sot p 
bring down expenditures to 
and to cause economy ta pe 
what way did they set ab 

Tostead of the course’ t 
increased expen 
brought forwarda system of meas 
credit of the Government in the c 
they now be surprised, eer 
find that all contidence in their 
and that the credit of the Gave 
Why is tbis bill nece: 
seen? Did net their dist 
the extra session that wiih 
at the end of the year would b: 
to avert this? Were expenditur 
butan alteration of tanff for: 
was done toavertthe defici 
An important item ofin 
penditures were enarro 


of the Government; 
epartment? Andin 


need with 
ces; and 


the whole world. Could 
red of this, 


wounded? 
sity unfore- 
teli them at 
thelr deficit 
y done 
was dons 
but this 


try. In proof oftiisavowal, 
ot the committees of the ather Na 
creased tarif for protection l net be authorized by either 
branch of Congr directly, therefore it was attemprtad indi- 
rectly, byencoi ng expenditures to render increased duties 
indispensable for the revenue to meet the wants of the Go- 
vernment. This is what has led toalill the expenses, exirava- 
gance, and corruption, combining to place the Government in 
the difficulties under which it labors. If ihe gentlemen could 
succeed fully—if they could carry out their sysiem to the full 


erred to a report from one 
It was observed that an in- 


extent,and thereby maintain their possession-of power; the: tes 
Institutions 


of this country, than any’man could’ comprehend. , He com. 


- pared the Government toa family with an ` income inadequate 


to _ its. expenditures; which, instead of giving up: its luxus 
rious pursuits, not only continued its extravagance, bi nt 
far beyond former expenditures, and, at the same time gava 
away a part of itsestate. : eto i : 

_ The gentlemen were entiled to credit for consistency inper- 
tinaciously adhering to their system witha tenacity wor hy ofa 
better cause. So tenaciously are they bent on adhering to their 
system, that when the time-comes for fulfilling the clause in 
their land bill to restore the land fund, they will revoke that 
clause, and reptidiate the very condition, but for which they 
never could have carried the measure. “This is necessary to 
bring about the grand schemes of the whole system— Bank and 
tarifi. When that ain is attained, there will be no reductions; 
retrenchment will never be heard of ; then thesystem wil} stand 


_on its own operations, without popular-appeala. 


Here Mr. C. pointed out the different departments in which, 
retrenchments might be effected to get rid of the-difliculties of 
the Government, and asked would thts be done? No: because 
that would be wholly subversive of the system of measures'on 
which the gentlemen depended for their political existence, 

He alluded to the declaration of the chairman of the Finarice 
Commies that the debt would probably reach thirty mil: 
ions; = 

Mr. EVANS explained that what he had said was, that if the 
laws remained as they are, the debt might be thirty millions, 

Mr. CALHOUN continued. He was afraid the laws would 
not be improved. He had in his desk a bill prepared in the 
other House—but it would not be in order to mention the name of 
the gentleman who framed it—it was enough to say he was one 
pledged to the genulemen’s system. Jt showed the sort ofim+ 
provements contemplated, Here Mr. C. reviewed in detail the 
efforts of the system which he verily believed would. be pur. 
sued—that of holding the land fund, increasing the tariff, and 
cont.nuing, if not increasing, expenditnres; and felt assured 
the gentlemen. would come before Congress next year in still 
more embarrassed circumstances than at present, even though 

a He could not sanction 

such a condition of things, The proper course to be pursued 
was as straight as the road from this to the Presiden’s House, 
and if that course was not taken, they must go astray, Let them 
pass a hill funding the Treasury notes ontstanding at six per 
cent.; restore the Jand funds retrench and economize their ex- 
penses, and exert themselves to sell the Jande. As tosending the 
credit of this Government abroad to (he European market he had 
not the heart to doit, He valuded American credit and honor too 
highly to do so. Te believed there was money enough in this 
country to supply the means'required. The gentlemen oppo- 
site admitted that exchanges with England were lower than for 
many years. Money has fallen off in its rate of interest and èx- 
change; butso hasbusiness, Hence the apparent depression of 
credits; but there 13 no real proof that money is not plenty—the 
evidence is that it isabundant 

Surrender up the land fund, reduce expenditures, and adjust 
expenses to income; yield up these points, su iadispensable, and 
gentlemen would find him and his friends ready and anxious to 
meet them on the broad grounds of patriotism, to all that was 
necessary to place the Government in a sound condition. ‘It is 
for this he and his friends now contended, ard contested this bill 
in its present form. But if gentlemen will not do all this, 
they cannot ex; cct co-operation. If he wasactuated by party 
views, he would fold his arms and let the gentlamen pursue 
their own course; but he was not, andhe therefore invited them 
to do what was right, before it was too late. 

Mr. MANGUM stated that it was not his intention at first to 
address the Senateon the passage of this bill; butas his vote 
wou!d be different from that of some of his friends, he consi- 
dered some brief explanation was due to them, 

The Senator from South Carolina [Mr. CALuOUN] was un- 
erring in his sagacity, when he said the Whig party intended 
to eling with tenacity tothe land bill, It will be clung to, and 
it shall not be given up without a struggle. Ifthe restoration of 
the land fund was connected with this loan bill, ke would ba 
found voting against it, as he will be found voting against every 
measure, Coming from what quarter it may, with which that 
proposition is connected. The gentlemen opposite had called 
upon him and his friends to accede to their requests, and they 
would meet trem on the broad grounds of patri dism, But what 
was their proposition? Only one to surrender up to them 
every thing they have been contending for. 

Mr. M. commented at considerable length on this-proposition, 
with a view of showing that the Whigs could not on principle 
actept the terms proposed. We then adverted 
argument of the Senator from South Carolma, in favor 
of preserving a just equilibrium between the expenses and 
income of theGovernment; and he asked what sort ofequiltbrium 
had the late Administration preserved between its income and 
expenditures, He asked, what were the circumstances under 
which the Whig party had come into power? Had they not a 
dilapidated Treasury, a pressing deht, anda descending tariff, 
under the compromise, to which the Senator from South Ca. 
rolina was so prominent a party? And yet they were charged 
with destroying the equilibrium between the income and exe 
penditures, Eby committing spoliation on the funds, and 
squandering the estate of the Government. They are taunted 
with having destroyed this equilibrium by. giving. away a fund 
that did not yield last year a million and a half of dollars; 
while, at the same time, they had added six or seven millions by 
an adjustment of the tariff, not at all indebted to the Senatex 
from South Carolina for concurrence. g 30 p 

He would repeat his declaration, that he might, in his vote, 
be fonnd di g from some of his friends—for he was deter- 
mined to adhere to the land bill, and he would not vote for this 
loan bill or any other bill of what nature. soever, that was to 
have, asits consequence, the restoration of theland fund, 

He denied thatthe discredit of the Government was ia any 
way connected? with the distribution of the proceeds of the 
public lands. He denied that any pledge which could be 
offered of the income from the Jaads, would enhance the va. 
ine of Government stack. He also denied that the proceeds 
of the lands ever could be considered as a Constitutional 
source of permanent revenue. He asked how Jong had the 
gentlemen heen advocates of their present doctrine on that 
point? What was the doctrine of that great man whom three. 
fourths of the opposition still venerated as infallible in his opi- 
nions; he meant General Jackson? Was it not that these pub- 
lic lands'should not be looked to as a source of public revenue? 
He agreed that the income and expenditures of Governmeny 


to the 


ald 


-ought to be nicely Balanced and adjusted; but how-could that be 
“done if such an uncertain,fund as that from public lands were 
depended on as a branch of revenue? He heid thatthe mòde- 
most efficient for keepmg.down expenditures, was to make 
‘those ag nts who expend cespousible for it, by throwing upon 
them. the bgeof the taxing power to the full extent of their ex- 
penditures. y Pot : : 
There was another reason why he would refuse fo res‘ore 
theland fund; it was. because the States want it morethan the 
i “GeneralGovernment, tfe would go further. -he would say that 
{Fit was necessary to supply the deficiency occasioued by taking 
away that find from the public Treasury, by a direct tax upon 
‘Yoxuries: he would prefer it to giving back the land fund from 
“the States. He regarded the withdrawa) of the proceeds of the 


“<pablic lands from the States as a cruel and iniquitous denial of 


“the hopes of those States which Jook to it. asthe only means of 
alleviating the distresses in which they are involved. There 
can beno necessisy for such a cruel course, with the illimitable 
power oftaxation possessed by this Government. 
. He adverted to the doctrine of repudiation; and asked, would 
pot. the distribution of this land Jund give easement to the 
fiaies, and avert repudiation? If it was not done, would not 
the repudiation come-—not by a direct vote, but by a denial of 
the wseof the taxing power to provide means for the payment; 
Pecause the exercise of that power would produce revolutions 
-whiskey revolutions—and: the overthrow or State Govern- 
ments. The true source of the discredit of the General Go- 
vernment was to. be found in the deep distrust of public 
good faith, o1iginating in the instability of legislation, and 
the open avowal of principles of yepudiadon and the vio- 
Jability of vested rights, broached by a Jarge and power- 
ful party in the country, 

Again reverting to the subject : 1 
that he belteved with (he Benaior from Missouri (Mr. RENTON] 
who had some time ago declared that if the States once got 
hold of the lands—once tasted the blood, was the expression, he 
pelieved—it would be impossible to get them back. He be- 
Jieved so too; but he thought it was so much the better. Such 
wasthe gratitude of the people for that beneficent donation, that 
they, would cling ‘to it with the grasp of death, š 

Tie next adverted to the relative positious of the two great 
arties of the country, and their relations with regard to the 
Tixecusivoat the head ofthe Government. othe. 

Jle declared that he, dissolved all connection with this Ex» 
ecutive; he took the same groundin relation Lo it that the Sena- 
tor from Missouri (Mr. Benton] did. He would vote for no 
ineasnro proposed by that Isxecutive, without knowing the 
true grounds on which it is based. He would lake nothing on 

trast. Wf this bill was intended to afford supplies in addition to’ 
the land fund, he would not go for it, because the Joan in that 
case asked for, is too much. Until he knew that, he wont not 
for the bill. r } D 

The Whig party was taunted with not accomplishing 
retrenchment and reform. He would tell the honorable Benator 
from South Carolina, ard he would say that no wan in this 
country stands so pre-eminent for his transcendent actminis: ra 
tive qualities, as avowed by the distinguish’ á cxercise of them, 
while at the head of one of the Departments, and for which 
the country owes him a debt of gratitude; he would tell that 
honorable Senator, that if he would put his hand to the work 
to assist in cleansing the Augean stable—to join in prac- 
tical efforts insteadof dwelling on abstract theories, very good 
in their way, he admitted—he should have a full vote of the 
Whig party, in carrying out whatever practical reform and 
retrenchment he could point oat. 

Mr. M. next defined his principles with regard to tariff; 
first, that he went for a revenue for Government purposes 
alone; but incidental protection—tor he couid not believe 
in the necessity of a policy encouraging a  systou of 
one sided free wade nakedness., Ste believed it was possible 
to carry on teis Goverament with an expenditure of twenty 
millions; bat was that going to be done? Fe believed not, 
Retrenchment ara! reform could not be carried ont, untess aided 
and prescribed by the action of the Executive. 

He called upon Congress to vindicate its own dignity, and 
stand upou its proper ground in the administration of the Go- 
vernment. He understood it was threatened from one of the 
Execunve Departments the other day, that, if Congress did not 
mature the plans recommended to it, the lash would be ap- 

jied, 

P Mr, LINN said he had stated last summer his o 
the Whigs had no principles, He believedihat sin ofthe 
party originated at tho Harrisburg convention, i be whole or- 
ganization of the party, there recommonded, has brought it to 
the pass in which it now is. Nothing can succecel in the hands 
of such a discordant party ; and the sooner they resign the Go- 
vernment, and restore it to those who can administer it, the 
better for the country. The gentleman from South Carolina 
(Mr, Prnsron] was obliged to admit that one part of the party 
came into power on ihe Bank pledge; another on the anti-Bank 
pledge; one for tarii, another against its and eo on. The trail 
of the serpent is over the whole of theirdevions course. Te 
was tired bearing this perpetual talk about about patriotism; he 
believed those who talked most about patiiotism, had least 
of it. 

The President, in vetoing the last Bank hi 
Whig party to spare him and abandon the Bank project. 
believed both the party and the President degraded themselves 
by this system ofimploring cach other to spare their positions. 
When was itever known thatthe Democratic party and the 
President implored each other to spare each other? 

He contrasten the credit of the Government during the Admi- 
nistration of the Democratic party, with thatofthe present Admi- 
nistration. They had been charged with wa the pablic funds; 
were they not accomited for in the distr icn of the Lwenty- 
eight millions of surplus, and tu the Fiorida wart k 

The Whigs had come into power wiih great pretensions— 
like Bishop Berkeley, who comment his career byđenying 
the existence of maier, and ended it by recommending tar 
water us a sovereign remedy for all diseases under Hfeaven. So 
they had came into power with immaculate promises, and every 
day since they have been descending and descending from their 
sublimity. b k . 

He denied that the late Administration had left any dificul- 
ties to embarrass their successors. The only unsettled question 
left by General Jackson was tue northeastern boundary. 


Here Mr. L. reviewed the foreign relations of the country 
during the Administrations of General Jackson and Mr. Van 
Buren; and thenadverted tothe charges mace against ihe De 

omeoderatic party by, the Senator from North Carolina. 


"Mle next took a cursory glance over the excases urged cn the 


of the land fund, he avowed 


nion, that 


N, implored the 
He 


i 
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“other side for the present condition of the. Government, H re~ 
tinded him. ‘of a French charlatan who flourished in St. Gene- 
vieve when be wasia hoy. This chavatan professed to cure all 


the jis that flesh is heir to—even to r.store the dead tò jife— 


provided- the patient could be kept warm in a bath, into 
which, certain drugs, to the humber of cleven, he believed, 
were tobe infused; but when it came tothe practical part of 
the business, he couttived to name suchstratge drugs that only 
six orseven could be procured in time; and although ten might 
be found in this country, the eleventh would have to be sent for 
to Fiance. So the Senator from, North Ca olinasays the Whigs 
‘could have cared aji the evils of the body politic, if they could, 
after getting all the other drugs, bave got their bank bil; but, 
no: gerting that, they had to terihe patient die. ` 5 

He reviewed the arguments brought forward on the subject of 

the land bill. His object was to apprdpriate that. fund to the 
defences of the country, and to continue it forever, as a source 
of permanent means for national defence. . 
. He then adverted to the question of a National Bank, on 
which. the Senator from North Carolina had expatiated. He 
also t-uched upon the subject of repu lation, and denied that 
the Democrade party ever did sanction the doctrine They 
were accused of repudiation of vested rights. What charter 
had they ever broken? Were not the gentlemen themselves 
the first to act upon the principle? Dii theynot pass 4 bank- 
rupt bill, abrogating all vested rights between deh or and credi- 
tor, and did they not. the very first thing they did on coming 
into power, break the contact between Congress and Blair aud 
Rives, in violation ofall right and justice? 

[Mr. BUCHANAN from his seat observed that they wanted 
the Madisonian go much that they could not help breaking 
any contract to give that paper the printing. } 

At half past 4 o’clock, on motion to that effect, the Senate ad- 
journed. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tusspaye April 12, 1842. 

Mr. OWaRD asked leave to offer the following resolution : 

Resolved, Thataseiest committee be appointed, with in- 
structions to inquire into the expediency of constructing a ship 
canal around the Sault St. Marie, in the State of Michigan, 
and that they report to this House what acts had been passed, 
and what steps taken by the State of Michigau, with a view 
to the coustruction of such canal; andalso what would be the 
probable expense of constructing such a chanielas will effec- 
tually extend the steamboat navigatioa of Lakes Erie, Huron, 
and Michigan, into Lake Superior. 

Mr. HOPKINS objected. 

Mr. HOWARD moved that the rules be suspended for tho 
purpose of enabling him to offer the said resolution, 

And the question being taken, the House refused to suspend 


therules. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. CALHOUN moved that the committees be called for re- 
ports daring the moromg hour, i 

No objection heing made— 
_ The SPEAKER called the committees for reports, commenc- 
ing (where the call had been z ed on a former day) with the 
Committee on private Land Ciaims. 

Mr. CHITTENDEN asked leave to offer a resolution of in- 
quiry, (to what purport the Reporter could not hear.) 

Mr. KEIM objected until the committees had been called for 
reports. 

Reports were then presented from the committee on Private 
Land Claims: by Messrs. MOORE and CROSS, 

From the Committee on Public Expenditures: by Mr. JOUN 


P, STUART. 

From ihe Committee on Agriculture: by Mr. DEBERRY. 

From the Commiitee on an Affairs: by Messrs. JAMES 
COOPER, CARUTHERS, and CHIT PENDEN, 

From the Commies on Military Affurs: by Messrs, 
STANLY. GOGGIN, WILLIAM O, BUTLER, and THO. J. 
CAMPBELL, 5 

From the Commitee .on Naval Affairs: by Messrs. CAL- 
HOUN, WISE, and GRAHAM. 

Erom the Commivee on Foreign Afai 
ADAMS and CUSHING, j 

From the Coninittce on the Territories: by Mr. GATES. 

From the Committee on R wionary Pensions: by Messrs. 
TALIAFERRO, ANDRE Kentucky, MATTHEWS, and 
RODNEY. 

Fiom the Committee on Invalid Pensions: by Messrs. 
STRATTON, AYCRIGS, BAKER, GORDON, MORRISS, 
SANFORD, and YOUNG 

From the Committee on Roads and Canals: by Messrs. W. 
W. IRWIN, STESNROD, and LANE. 

From the Committee of Elections: by Mr. HALSTED. 

From the Committee oa the District of Columbia: by Messrs. 
SOMERS and POWELL, 

Fron the Committee of Ways and Means: by Mr. J. R. IN- 
GERSOLI. i 
- From the Committee on the Smithsonian Bequest: by Mr. 
ADAMS. i ` 

From the Committee of Claims: by Messrs. COWEN and 
HUBARD. 

From me Committee on Commerce. by Messrs. J. C. CLARK 
and ALLEN, 

From the Committce on Public Lands: by Mr. CASEY. 

From the Committee ob Post Offices and Pust Roads: by Mr. 
RUSSELL. 

Fromihe Committee on the Judiciary: by Messrs. BAR- 
NARD and PEARCE, ` 

From the Committee on Revolntimary Claims: by Messrs, 
W. 0. GOODE and WASHINGTON. 

_Me HALL presented several uafavorabie reports from the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. REYNOLDS presented a report from a Select Commit- 
tee: 


MILITARY ENCAMPMENT AT BALTIMORE. 

Mr. KEIM, from the Commiuse on the Militia, made a re- 
port or: this subject, which was laid on the table and ordered to 
be printed 

Mr. ADAMS moved that the select committee on the Smithso- 
nian bequest be discharged from the further consideration of the 
memoriai of Mr. Rush, and the same be referred to the Com- 
mitiee of Claims. 

Afier some conversation between Messrs. CHARLES J. 
INCERBORE and ADAMS, the change of reference was or- 

er:d. 


Mr. SHIELDS asked leave to offer a series of resolutions, 


which were read for information, 


& - 


Mr. S. said that he had had the fesolutions.in his drawer for 
six weeks and more, but-had never been able before to get them 
before the House. “They were resolutions requiring no debate, 
and he hoped the: House would receive and adopt them, 

Mr. FILLMORE said there were several inconsistent things 
in the resolutions, some of which required further examination. 
He objected. 

“Mr. SHIELDS then asked teave to offer the first, resolution; 
which was again read, as follows: : 
Resolved, ‘That the Secreiary of the Navy be requested to 


- communicate to this House “ihe repert of the survey of the 


i 


- coast of the Gulfof 
_of the Mississippi river, 


Mexico from Apalachicola to the mouth 
and of the plan of defence. best. adapt- 
ed tothe Gull,” é&c. made by Lieutenant L. M, Powel in 1841 
py order of she Board of Navy. Commissioners, a 

Mr. FILLMORE objected. : 

Mr, SHIELDS moved that the yules be suspended for the pur: 

ose of enabling him to offer the resolution; -and on that monon 
Mr. S. asked the yeas and nays. ` 

And on ordering the yeasand nays, 
noes 75, : 4 

No quorum voted, (itbeing now half past 12 o’clock ) 

Mr. FILLMORE withdrew his cbjection.- 

Mr, BRONSON renewed it, but also withdrew it. 

And the question being taken, the resolution, was adopted. 

Mr, SIHBLDS tben asked leave to offer the second resolution 
in the foliowmg words? . 

Resolved, That the report from the Secretary of the Navy 
in compliance with a resolution of the Senate in relation to: the 
necesstiy and practicability of establishing a navy yard, naval 
depot, aad station upon the Gulf of Mexico, communicated to 
the Senate on the 3dof February last, be printed for,the use of 
Hous b 


the vote stood ayes29, 


Obiection was male, : 

Mv. SHIELDS thea asked leave to offer the third resolution, 
in the words following: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
strneted 10 inquire into ihe expediency of commencing forth- 
with th2 consiruction of a forton the east ead of Dauphin Island, 
also a'floating battery, for the protection and defence of the har- 
bor and city of Mobile. - ~ $ ane 

Objection was made, 

Mr. S. said thatthe Committee on Military Affairs having re- 
porteda bill for the accomplishment, in part, of the purpose of 
this resolution, he would withdraw it, i 

So the resolution was withdrawn, 

Mr, SHIELDS then asked leave to offer the fourth resolution, 
in the words following: : r 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Afairs be instruct. 
ed to inquire into the expediency of making suitable pro- 
vision for the. estabishment of a permanent Gulf squadron, 
consisting in part of armed steamers, fully adequate ty the. pro- 
tection of the commerce and interest of the Union on the Gulf 
of Mexico. 

Mr, LINN objected. os 

My. SHIELDS moved that the rules be suspended to enable 
him to offer this rescluuon, 

Mr, PROFFIT asked the yeas and nays; but withdrew the 
call. ; : 

‘And the question being taken, the vote stood—ayes 50, 
noes 78. È 

So the rules were not suspended. 

TRANSPORTATION OF THE MAIL. 

Mr, BRIGGS asked. the House at this. ume to take up and 
pass to a turd reading, the bill authorizing the Postmaster Ge- 
neral to make contracts with railroad companies for. the trans- 
portation of the mail of the United States, subject to the ap- 
proval of Congress. ` 3 

Mr. B. said it was very desirable that the action of Congress 
should be had on this subjectas soon as possible. The bill- did 
not commitany body to any thing. 

Mr. ATHERTON said lie objected now at the beginning, and 
should continue tu.object tothe proposition so long as the rules 
permitted bim. $ 

Mr. BRIGGS would not, ke said, move to suspend the rules, 
but hyped that, atsome early day, the House wouldtake yp the 
bill and act upon it 

MILITARY ENCAMPMENT AT BALTIMORE. 

Mr. KENNEDY of Maryland, remarking that he was not in 
his seatat the time the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
Ket} made his report on this subject) asked leave to ofer the 
following resolution: K 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representutives of 
the United States of America ia Congress assembled, ‘Vhat 
the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, authorized and: ci- 
recied to turnish, upon the requisition of the Major General 
commanding-in-chief the army of the United States, fur the use 
of the volunteer troops expected to a-semble and encamp in 
the neighborhood of the city of Baltimore in May next, one 
thousand tents, (or so many, nut exceeding that. number, as 
may be required.) including the proper proportion of marquees. 
And that he be directed to take such measures for the careful 
use of said ‘ents and the due return thereofta the proper officers 
of the Governmentas he may deem necessary to that end, 

Mr. REDING objected. 

Mr. KENNEDY said thatifthe House was disposed to act 
atall on this subject, icshould do so now, 

He thought (hat every gentleman must see that, in the present 
state of our relations abroad, it was a mater of importance to 
encourage such enterprises as that bere suggested. He wished 
merely to present the resclulion—and hoped the House would 
consider itof sufficient importance to allow it to be considered. 
now. n 

The SPEAKER said that, objection having been made, the 
resolution couhl noi be received. 

Mr. KENNEDY moved that the rules of the House be sus- 
pended to enable him to offer the resolution. 

On which mation the vote sicod—ayes 78, noes not heard. 

But (two-thirds not voting in the affirmative) the rules were 
not suspended, : 

A message in writing was received from the President-of the- 
Lice States by the hands of Joux TYLER, jr, eq. his private: 

Secretary. 
GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

On mouon of Mr FILLMORE, the House resolved i'self 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, Mr. 
Tromeson Of Indiana in the chair,) and resumed the conside- 
ration of the bill making appropriations for the civil and diploe 
matic expenses of Government forthe year 1842, = 

The pending question being on the motion submitted yesa 
terday by Mr. Friumors (under the direction of the Committee 


“of Ways and Means) to add to the end of that division of the 


bill which relates to the “light-house establishment’ the fol- 
lowing amendment: ae : 

“For expenses of examining annually the condi ion of the 
light-liouses,. four thousand doilars: Provided, Thar the com- 
missions of two and a half per cent. Cand any and all other 
Commissions) heretofore allowed to the supetintendents of 

_ light-houses be discontinued in all cases where the compensa- 
tion of the collector as such and. as superintendent of light- 
houses, including fees, perquisites, official saares of fines, for- 
feitures; and penalties, aod commissions, ‘and all emoluments 

~ of office whatever shall amount together to one thousand dol- 
slarg or upwards per annum;.and the different collectors shail 

_ hereafter discharge the duty of superintendents as heretofore 

- required without any additional. or specific compensation for 
the performance „thereof except as above stated: Provided, 
That nothing herein-contained shall be construed to impair or 
affect the 18th section ofthe act approved 7th May, 1822, limit- 
ing the. compensation of collectors, surveyors, and naval effi- 
cers to thesum of four hundred dollars aunually for services 
performed for the United States in any other office or ca- 

acity.’” : 
P Mr. FILLMORE modified the amendment, by inserting after 
the word “dollars,” in the second line, “and for superinten- 
dents’ commissions, at 24 per cent. $4,000.” i 

Mr. RODNEY sa‘d, even as the amendment now stood, he 
felt compelled to saya few words against ita adoption. The 
Committee of Waysand Means had fixed their bands on that 
part of the fight-house system wiich ne considered most indis- 
pensable to the purity of the service, He considered that they 
were departing from the regular course of proceeding to strike 
out this provision, which bad existed and been in full opera- 
tion since 1789—a period of more than fifty years. The duty 
of thase superintendents he conceived was not fully understood. 


The gentleman from Indiana [ Mr. Prorrit] had said these were , 


trifling services.“ He entertained a very different opinion on the 
subject. Hehad a knowledge of these services, and that 
they were valuable. The Committee of Ways and Means had 
their.eyes ona few of those officers, whose salaries were very 
large; but these were very few, and with these’ few ¢xceptions 
ofcolectorsat Boston, New York anda few. of the principal 
ports, he doubted very much whether there was any collector 
who received $1,000." He referred to the case of the collector of 
Delaware, showing the importance of the services performed by 
him, and the unjust and oppressive operation of this amend- 
ment ifadopted. He thought the whole thing was wrong with 
regard to the amendment here proposed. They were told this 
matter was under investigation, and that they were to have a 
report on the subject, Let them have it; bat let them not be- 
gin this subject by piecemeal, and at the most important part of 
the system. Did they suppose thatif they took away the sala- 
ries these duties would be performed without compensation? 
Gentlemen said they could get others who would perform them, 
andso they might; but this would be a poor economy where 
these officers were the recipients of the public revenue. The 
Government would be rather injured than benefited. Eleven 
thousand dollars was the wholesum proposed fer this object. 
Ifthey wanted the services properly performed they must pay 
properly for them. If this matter was understood the commit- 
_ tee would never be so unjust as to demand services of such im- 
portance without any compensation at all. He hoped the 
amendment would not be adopted. If it were, he hoped the 
maimam of compensation would be increased from $1,000 
tog y 
- Mr. R, moved to amend the proviso by increasing the snm 
` from $1,009 to $2,000. `; 

Mr. R. SALTONSTALLsaid there could not beno more ob- 
jectionable mode of legislating, or passing new laws, than be 
attaching them to appropriation bills. It was objectionable in 
otber respects. They had now been some three, four, or five 
weeks on this appropriation bill: there was a great desire to 
get through it, and they were not in a disposition to consider 
calmly this subject. The ordinary course of Jegislation would 
be thatthe subject should be referred to a commiitee, that the 
committee report, and the report be referred to the Committee 
of the Whole and there be discussed before this law was 
changed, as it referred to one of the most essential and impor- 
tint establishments in this Government. 

If this amendment prevailed, the office of collector was 
changed, and it would become a part of hisduty to attend to the 
business of superintendent of light-houses, at the discretion of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, without any additional com- 
pensation; and the duty would be much more liabletu be ne- 
zlected. 

e In the district he represented, there were more light-houses 
than in any other district in the United States. There were 
from tento fifteen; and he would take an occasion to gay that 
he had never heard the s‘ightest complaint cuncerning the man- 
nerof conducting them, except at one light-house. He consi- 
dered it entirely unreasonable tHatduty ofthis great responsi- 
bility shonld be thrown on the office of collector without some 
additional compensation; and, as an instance where the amend- 
ment would opperate in an oppressive manner, he referred 
to the case of the collector of Boston, He did not think 
they had information enough to justify themselves in mak- 
ing an alteration in the custom-house system so importantas 


this. 

Mr. PENDLETON rosetoa question of order. He under- 
stoodthat the amendment took away the two-and-a-half per 
cent. from superintendents of the light houses, which was gi- 
ven them by existing Jaws,and submitted whether an amend- 
ment going to change existing jaws was in order on an appro- 
priation bill. > R 

Afer a momentary conversation by Messrs. PENDLETON, 
FILLMORE, and KENNEDY— 

The CHAIRMAN overruled the point of order. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he had submitted the amendment pro- 

oged under the direction of the Committee of Ways and 

eans. Ife hadno feeling about it, but wished the committee 
to dispose of it as they thought proper, There had been no le- 
gislation on thesubject of light-houseg, except the laws passed 
authorizing the construction of particular Jight-bouses, since 
the firsi session of the first Congress. By thatactthe Secretary 
ofthe Treasury was authorized to take charge of the light- 
houses, and provide for their superintendence and care; and 
under that general provision he had been in the habit of ap- 
pointing superintendents and keepers of light- houses, which 
were two distinct offices. The superintendents in all cases, ex- 
ceptat Chicago, were the same individuals who were collec- 
tors, and receiving pay as collectors. This amendment did not 
apply to keepers, but to superintendents; In 1821 a Jaw was 
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passed, declaring thatin no case should a collector receive 
ovet four hundred dollars for other services to Government. It 


appeared by a document from which he read that Mr. Ban- 


croft and Governor Lincoln, during the past year, received over” 
$1111 as superintendents of light-houses, Where the authori- 
ty for it was be did not know. ~ i ~ 

Mr. J.C. CLARK asked from what fund this compensation 
was made. : ` 

Mr: FILLMORE said it was made out of the very fund for 
which they were now appropriating. Fhe committee had re- 
ceived iu!ormation that the $4 000 was to pay the expenses of 
the superintendent and collector when he travelled about, and 
employ a suitable mechanic to examine the repairs neceseary, 
and make the estimates, and had made provision therefor. 
The committee, on examining, thoeght it was bard that those 


«whose salaries were small should be deprived of the commis- 


sions, and they reported the provision limiting the salary. 10 
$1,000. He thougi:t the fees of those who served the Geveral 
Government should agree with those of State o The 
compensation to these collectors was greater than was allowed 
to the Judges of the Supri York, who devated 
their entice-vervice, day and night, to their business, and they 
had seen, from time to ume, persons pading important offices, in 
New York and Pennsylvania: descending to take some compara- 
tively small office under the General Government, Ife thought 
th swas ali wrong. Either the salaries of the State oific 
should be raised, or of the officers of the General Governinent 
be lowered, But it was beyond the power ef the Committee of 
Ways and Means io regutate this. They had thought they 
might property, so far as this fund of twò anda balf per cent. 
was concerned, limit its. application. H, however, they were 
wrong, it was for the House to correct the mistake. ‘They did 
not think it reasonable wnat the collector of New Yark should 
receive. a salary of $4.003, and one half the fines collected, 
which might make $10,000 or $15,000, and in adiliion this sum 
of $400, 

Mr. SFUDSON said the Committee on Public Expenditures 
had cast their eye over the items mentioned by the gentleman 
from New York, and to ascertain the truth of the statement the 
gentleman had made, viz; that the collector of Boston had re- 
ceived the twoanda half per cent in addition to his salary, by 
direction of thaccommiitee he had addresseda note to the pre- 
sen’ collector, to which he had received an answer, W 
read by the Clerk. 

Mr. H. said if this letter was to be credited, it showed that all 
the per centage received by the collector of Boston was account- 
ed for to Government. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he was happy that this communication 
had been read to correct the misapprehension of the commit- 
tee. ‘The Committee of Ways and Means, on examining this 
subject and some others, had discovered that it had been the 
practice of the Government, in several instances, to allow com- 
missions on the expenditures, aad it was their opinion that this, 
asa principle, wasa bad one. ‘They therefore granted the al- 
lowancs to those collectors whose compensation did not exceed 
$1,000, and hoped there would be Jegisiation to cut off this prac- 
tice of giving comnussions on the expenditures, as it afforded 
temptation to the officers who had the diseretioa of ihe matter 
toexpend the highest amount possible. - 

Mr. ALLEN said the operation of the amendment wouid be 
unequal and vinjust; for they had collectors who wouid be 
obliged for a compensation of $400 to superintend thirty distinct 
light-houses. The amendment defeated the purpose for which 
it was intended—to give a fair compensation for services ren- 
dered. On the contrary, as an instance, he would say that it im- 
posed on the collector of Portland a duty onerous in the ex- 
treme, of superintending the light-houses on a coast of eight 
hundred miles in extent. There might be some unjust provi- 
sions in the Jaw as it now stood, but it ought to be acted on ir 
another biil, and not on the present appropriation bill; otherwise 
they reflected great injustice not only on the officers, but on the 
system itself, This question of the iight-house system cughtto 
be altered. They would before long have a report from the 
Committee on Commerce on the subject, on which all these 
matters could be considered; he therefore hoped the subject 
would he deferred till they came to act on that report, 

The amendment to the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. WINTHROP moved to ze cut the proviso, 

Which amendment was rejected without a division. 

And the question recurring ou the amendment of Mr, Pitt. 
MGRE— 

Mr, J. R. INGERSOLL said the Committee of Ways and 
Means had contemplated by this amendment the carrying into 
effect the existing law. The law prevented the coliecwr tom 
receiving any compensation whatever beyond $400 per annam. 
By the leiter received by the Committee on Public Expendi- 
tures from the collector of Boston, it appeared that he had not 
received more than the ordinary salary. The question now 
was, whether they should correct aa existing abuse, or p 
a future and prospective one. Ali thatthe Committees of 
am] Means had dune by this amendment was, to say tha 


a 


3 


propriation bills, and he agreed with h 
TONSTALL] as to the inexpediency of 
scheme under such circumstances. It: 
ment had already been proved te havet 
apprehension of fac The gentleman frem Pennsyivani 
(Mr. INGERSOLL} seemed hardiy to understand the nature of the 
amendment itself He had told the House thai i he inten. 
tion of.jhe amendment only to carry e 3, 
and that it would make no manner of difference in d 
collectors and erintendents, except to enforce the law, 
relation io the colector, the ame ntatiached permaner 
to his office the du r houses, am: 
took away from bim the compensation now received by law for 
this service. 

Some conversation and expianation tock p 
Messrs, J. R. Incrrsotiand Winrnerer as to the precise pro- 
visions ofthe amendment. 

Mr. EVERETT said he did vot understand this amendment; 
and it seemed to bim that what was deemed its mest matcrial 
provision had no meaning atail. Ifichad any meaning. 
tocut of all salary whatever. Jt proposed to cur cP alithe 
lary and take it out from these commissions, and the very 1 
striction of the commissions was predicated an the salaries of 
the superintendents and collectors. 

Mr, TILLINGHAST was understood to say that the operation 


jeagne { 


> between 


ponent ceneneecnemrepeeeretntp arr AO, 


“maximum he was allowed to receive by law. 


ofthe amendment. would bë, if it cnt down-any salaties;to-eut 
down those where the greatest public’ service: wasto be per~ 
formed, and to compel the colleétur Hereafter to perform the du- 
ties of superintendent. -He hoped they would -adhere, for the 
present, to the existing provisiens of law, andif they altered the 
jaw thatit would be done ia a séparaie bill,” PR Lee a | 
> Mr. CLIFFORD was as much disposed to practise economy 
in the public expenditure as any. man mn’ the House; "and espe- 
cially. whenever a proposition was made for the reduction of 
salaries, he wes inclived to view it favorably and to give it his 
support in ‘all cases not palpably urgent or iffconsisvent with 
the pubiic interest. Thus far he believed. he had voted jor 
every retrenchment that bad been made, as well:as for moat of 
the propositions which had been rejected. In the present caso 
he was. not satisfied tiat he undersiood the precise tenor’ of 
the amendmen, much Jess Hs effi He presumed that the 
geneman who introduced it ondérstood-its object, and what 
it was calculatailto effect. Aud he would dike, beture he voted 
to have it more fully expialsed. If he-chtunderstand it, how: 
ever, it proposed to give no compensation whatever, not even 
his expenses, to any collecior for his services as superintendent 
of light-rouses, where his salary amounted to $1,000 per an- 
num. -If this was so, it certainly required explanation. It» 
seemed to him that while it mi Operate well where the sa- 
lary was high and ihe district smail, yet in some cases injustice 
might be dace. He would mention the case of the collector of 
Poruiand, in his State, for the purpose of eliciting. the explana- 
n be desired to kave mačs, before he was called. on to 
vole, Ic wasnot partioululy his province to. look out for the 
interest of ine preset collector of that port, yet he desired- that. 
justice might-be done. That collector was superintendent of 
ail the light-houses in the State, scattered along the coast for a 
distance of from uree to four hundred miles, avd. the ainends 
ment, if he Mz. ©. understood it correctly, proposed that. he 
should examine them all without any compensation what. 
ever. 

No one would pretend that the salary of the collector, inde- 


„pengent of his compensation as superiftendent, was greater 


than the importance of the service merited; and, if not, the 6x« 
penseg, atleast, atiending this additional service, ought to be 
paid; and if he was correct in supposing that the amendment 
made no provision for that object, he would not vote for it; he 
had no partiality for the presentincumbent, but he was unwil- 
ling to do an act of unjustice toa political adversary. It was 
their duty to be just, as well as economical; but, as before res 
marked, perhaps the chairman of the cominittee could explain 
the difficultics ofthe case to his satisfaction, and, if so, he would 
cheerfully vote for it. 

Mr. FILLMORE observed that the sole object of the Com. 
mitiee of Ways and Means was to give the collectors, when 
their salaries did not amount to 81.000, commissions enough to 
bring them up to that sum, provided such commissions did not 
go beyond $400. ‘The gentleman trom Massachusetts, com. 
plained of the onerous duties of the collector of Boston, and the 
hardship of requiring him to perform the duty ofexamining the 
hght-housesa in his district without any compensation for that 
service. Evciy body knew Governor Lincoln and his meritsas 
an efficient public servant, buthe confessed he could not feet 
much sympathy for his los> of $400, when his salary amounted 
to $4,000 without itn, besides one half ofail the fines and for- 
feiuures, whieh brought his compensation up to. $3,000, the 
; Aud what was 
the onerous duty Ke was to be required to perform without 
compensation? Why,oncea year he was to get into the reve. 
nue cutter, and make a pleasant trip in company with his 
inends, at the expense of the Government. This was the pe- 
culiar hardship of which the geademan complained. “Mr. F. 
said he had no objection to giving commissious to the collectors 
of the smaller districts, so as to increase their annual compen. 
sations to $1500, but he had no sympathy: for the hardship 
of taking away $100 from those whe received $6,000 wiih- 
out it. - ow 

Mr. FESSENDEN said the effect of the amendment "was, 
that where the collector received $1 000, be shcutd receive nos 
thing, as superintendent. of light-houses, ‘Phe case mentioned 
by bis colleague {Mr. Cri Porp] of the collector of Portland 
wasan ilustation of the oppressive effect of the amendment. 
The whole pay of this collector (Mr. F. was understood to gay) 
would not amount to $2,000 for last year, a 

Mr. FILLMORE inquired of the gentieman what compensa. 
tion the Governor of his State reeeived? : 

Mr. FRSSENDEN, Fifteen hundred dollars. 

Mr. FILLMORE, Five hundred less than the collecter of 
Portland! 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Yes: the Governor ef Maine received 
$1,500, and ihe consequence of it was, that no decent man, who 
had nota fortune, could be Governor of Maine. (Laughter } 
The salary of the Governor of Maine was contemptible and dis- 
graceful; etause dey in Maine had chosen to fix the sa as 
y should put down other salaries to a level 


g the liyht-houses on that coast. 
2Y r ld not be ‘adopted. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL further briefly explained and advo- 
cated the amendment. 

Mr. EVERETT movedan amendment, to strike out al) the 
amendment afer the enacting clause, except the: Jast proviso, 
and insert a provision that the compensation of any collector 
Inot be increascd by commission and saiary as superin- 
at of light-houses beyond $1,000, 

WINTHROP bricily advocated, and Mr. FILLMORE 

3, he amendment. 

. PARMENTER observed that enough had heen said by 
temen in regard to the compensation of the superin. 

ight hous Je had nothing, therefore, to say on 

A sreatieal, however, had been said in regard ta 

s duties of the collector of Boston as superintendent 


He hoped-the 


sself, all 
collector, $ 2 
amendment, There would then be no discretion left to the 


i ets 


collectors-to-increase the salaries-of their deputies which olight 
‘to be exclusively the province of Congress. Tf the committee 
thought the ealaries insufficient; let then’ be increased; but so 
fat ag related tothe limitation provided bythe committeein their 
amendment, he thought it a veiy proper one, and hoped ‘that it 
would be adopted. fee 

Mr., CLIFFORD wished to inquire of the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means if he had provided for the pay- 

-mentof the expenses of the examinations. `- a ` 
“Mr, FILLMORE replied that it.was amply provided for. ` 

Mr. CLIFFORD then onserved, that after the explanations 

made by the chairman of the committee and by the g 'ntleman 
-from Massachusetts, (Mr. PagMBnTer,}] whose experience in 

all these matters gave peculiar torce to.his opmions, he thought 
_dtwould be safest to adopt the amendment, asit was manifest 
_ thatabtises existed which ought to-be corrected: [f it should 

hereafter appear-that any injustice had been Jone-to the small 
_ offices, the evil could at once be remedied by a. bill from the 

proper committce. : He should vote forthe amendment. 

. And, after afew further remarks from Messrs. FILLMORE, 

and ALLEN of Maine—~ >. 

The question was taken on the amendment of Mr. EVERETT, 
and it was rejected. 

Mr. RODNEY moved to amend the amendment by extending 
the limit from $1,000 io $1 500. = 

Which motion, (after a few further remarks from Mr. R.) 
was rejected. 

And the amendment was then agreed to. ares 

Mr. FILLMORE moved an additionalamendment appropriat- 
ing $13,000 for comp leting the dyke on Goav’s Island, Newport, 
and for renewing the hght which amendment, alter a brief ex- 
planation between Messrs. CRANSTON, FILLMORE, and 
PROFFITT, was agreed to. 

Mr, TOLAND offered an amendment appropriating $100,000 
a a light-house on Brandywine shoais, in the Delaware 

ay. 

Me. T, made some remarks in forcible iNustration of the ne- 
cessity of the consufaction, with reference to the vast extent of 
life and property continnally exposed there. . 

In reply to an inquiry from Mr. HABERSITAM, why a float- 
ing light would nos ‘answer every purpose, Mr, TOLAND ex- 
plained that such a light. could not be maintained there after the 
monthof November, and that during the most tempestuous, 

_ and lo mariners, therefure, the most dangerous part of the year, 
. there was no lightat all. ‘ ` 
Mr. CHARLES BROWN said these shoals were. in the mid- 


‘dle of the Delaware bay, on which many lives hait been lost, . 


and which, if the light-house had been erected some years ago, 

_ mighthave been suved, It appeared that the surveyors, under 
the superintendence of Mr, [lassler, had recently found a chan- 

_aglrunning near the main channel, and by the aid of a light- 
house, vessels would be enabled, when they not among these 
shoals, to get through (hem, and he could not suppose. fora mo- 
meat there would be any opposition to this propusition, when 
these facts were known. 

Messrs, JOSEPH R, INGERSOLL and RODNEY also 

. urged the necessity of the appropriation. : 
After some exnianations from Messrs. D. H. LEWIS, FILL. 
` MORE, and KENNEDY of Maryland, as to the course which 
the estimate for this object of appropriation had taken in com- 
mittee, the question was taken, and the vote stood ayes 64, 
noes 66. 
So thé amendment was rejected. K 
INTERCOURSE WITH FOREIGN NATIONS, 

The following item being under consideration: 

“No. %49, Jor salarios of the Ministers of the United States 
to Great Britain, France, Russia, Prussia, Austria, Spain, Mex- 
joa, and Brazil, seventy-two thousand dollara; 

Mr, LINN rose nod addressed an inquiry to My, ADAMS. 

Mr. ADAMS, prefacing the statement with some explana» 
tions, was understood to'say thatthe Committee on Foreign Af 
fairs, to whom the subject had beer referred, were of opinion 
that, at present atleast, no reduction in this branch of the pub- 
Jig service was. expedient. And he had a communication to 
that effect feom the Secretary of State, which he would send to 
the Clerk’s table to he read, 

Whist overhauling his papers for this Cocument— 

Mr. CUSHING rose and said that, with the periission of his 
colleague, he would move that the committee rise, 

The motion prevailing, the committee rose and reported 
progress, * 

r. MOA. COOPER, on leave given, offered the following 
resolution, which was adopted: 3 

Resolved, ‘Chat the Postmastar General furnish tothe Com- 
Mite of Clams such evidence as may be found in his Depart- 
ment, gaing to show what may be due to William Fuller for 


carrying the United States mail on routo 2358, from Augusta, 


Jeorgia, to Bavannah, during the year 1834. 

Mr, PENDLETON, on leave given, offeréd the following re. 
solution, which was adopted: . 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be request- 
ed to communicate tochis Ifouse what measures, if any, have 
been taken under the appropriation of September 9, 1841, for 
the construction or armament of such armed steamers or other 
vessels, for the defence of the Northwestern Lakes, as the Pre- 
sident may think most proper, and as may be authorized by the 
existing stipulations between the American and British Govern- 


ments. 

Mr. CHITTENDEN, on leave given, offered the following re- 
solation, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to inform 
this House what measures, if any, have been taken by the Go- 
vernment for tie security and protection ofthe inhabitants 
upon Lake Ontario and the river St. Lawrence, or for the pre- 
servation of the public property at Sacketts Harbor; and whe- 

. ther, in his opinion, the safety of the inhabitan’s and the security 
of private and public property npon that lake and river de- 
mand any further action on the part of this Government at the 
present time; and, if any, what ought to be done for the objects 
aforesaid; and that be also communicate his opinion of the ex- 
pediency, importance and necessity of erec ing a fortification at 
the military post at Sacketta Harbor, for the protection of the 
public and private property at that place and its vicinity. 

The SPEAKER, by general consent, laid before the House the 
following Executive communications: 

A message from the President of the United States, transmit- 
‘ting areport of the Secretary of State, containing a correspon- 
pondence in relation to a law of international copyright; which 
ras read and taid upon the table. 


ter from the Comptroller of the Treasury, transmitting 
balances standing on the booka of the Treasury which 


have remained unsettled by. thi e J 0 
avd which have been due, more than -three years -prior . to 
the 30th-September, 1841}: which was.also read and’ laid upon 
the table. : a tS phan ae Ue 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, tlie House adjourned. - 


IN SENATE | 
: `> Wepnespax, April 13; 1842. = - 
Mi: MILLER presented a getition from citizens of Salem, 
New Jersey, asking Congress to lay an increased duty on im- 
ported undressed fur; which was referred to the Committee on 
Manufactures. Recht nasi fase i 

Me BATES, fromthe Committee on Pensions, to which had 
been referred the following House. bills, reported.adversely to 
their passage, viz: < ` . $ N i 

A bill for the relief of James Phelps, eid ; 

‘Abillgranting a- pension to. Elizabeth Fitch, widow of Dr. 
William Fitch, deceased. ` 

‘A bill ia favor of Joel Tiffany. b 

‘Also made an adverse report on the petitionof Mary P. Law- 
rence for a pension. eS 

‘Also reported a bill for the relief of Amy Babbit; which was 
yead and ordered to a second reading. ae 

Also reported back with a recommendation that it do pass, 
Tlouse bill for the retief of William Harper. 

On motion of Mr, CLAYTON, the Committee of Revotu- 
tionary Claims was discharged from the further consideration 
ofthe claim of Thomas Nelson, i 

Mr. WOODBURY presented a petition from the widow of 
W. W. Berry, deceased, praying for an extension of the act to 
provide for the pay mentof naval pensions: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

Also preserifed a petition from B S. Minor, of Vermont, pray- 
ing the repeal of so much of the patent law as authorizes the 
issue of patents for medicines: referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. : 

Mr HUNTINGTON, from the Committee on Commerce, to 
which bad been referred House bill for the reliefof Ingoldsby 


W. Crawford and Samuel Phillips, reported the.same, back 


with an amendment. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, to which the 
subject had been referred, reparted a bill regulating the curren- 
cy of fercign gold and silver coin in the United States; which 
was read, and ordered taa second reading. 

Also reported back, with an amendment, House bill to regu- 
late the compensation of custom house officers. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, made adverse 
reports in the cases of Theodore Gaillard and Jacob (art; 
which were ordered to be. printed. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Conimittee an Revolutionary Claims, 
made adverse reports on the claim of Joba Polhemus and on 
the claim of the represnetatives of James Trabue, an officer of 
the Reyorution; for back pay; which were ordered to be 
winted. 

p Mr. PRESTON, from the Committea on Military Affairs, to 
which the subject had been referred, reported a bill to increase 
the efficiency of the army; which was read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

Mr, KERR presented the petition of John TI. Pennington, 
praying aid of the Government in constructing a machine of 
which he is the inventor, fer navigating the air: referred to the 
Commitee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. WILLIAMS presented resolutions of the Legislature of 
Maine, relative to the British colenial trade, and the unjust re- 
stvictions imposed by Great Britain on the trade of the United 
States with the West Indies and other British North American 
colonies. “The ressiutions assert that those restrictions operate 
most injuriously on the commerce of the Unired States, and 
call upon Congress to protect our rights by imposing counter. 
vailing duties where there is not a perfect reciprocity in trade: 
referred to the Co nmittee on Commerce. 

Mr. W. also prevented joint resolutions from'the same source, 
calling upon Congress to fix by law a certain day for the elec- 
tion, thronghontthe United States, of electors of President and 
Vice President of the United States. Mr. W. regarded the sub- 
ject as one which demaniled the attention of Congress. There was 
now no law fixing a particular day for the election ofeleciors of 
President and Vice President. It has happened (and will happen 
again) that the difference in time at which elections for those 
officers have ren place in adjoining States has been two 
weeks, This digerence in time rds an opportunity for the 
residents of one Mate, after they have voted in such State, to go 
to the adjoining State two weeks afterwards and vote again. If 
the day of election be fixed by a law of Congress onthe same 
day throughout the United Siates, this facility for fraud will be 
prevented, He believed it was the duty of Congressto take the 
ubject into consideration seriously. 

_ The resolutions were referred to. the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. g y 

Mr. TAPPAN, onleave, introduced a bijl to amend the act 
for the punishment of crimes in the District of Columbia. 

Mr. TAPPAN remarked that under the present law it was 
the practice to send children to the Penitentiary, even if not 
more than ten years of age, for the commission of petty crimes, 
there to receive their education among the old and disciplined 
felons. He believed there was great impropriety and abuse in 
this practice, and this bill was reported with a view to its cat- 
rection. The bill was read twice, and referred to the Commit- 
tee onthe Judiciary. 

Mr. MANGUM, on leave, introduced the folowing bills, 
which were read twice, and referred to. the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, viz: 

A bil to authorize the Secretary of the Navy to regulate 
wili reference to climate and service, the rations of the Navy; 

A bill to rezulate enlistments in the naval service. 

Mr. BARROW, on leave, introduced a bill to revive an act 
entidedan act to authorize the inhabitants of the State of Lou- 
isiana to enter the back lands; which wasread twice, and refer- 
redto the Committee on Public Lands. 

The adverse report of the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads on theclain of McKinkle and Carothers, was taken 
up, and, at Mr. KING’S suggestion, was laid on the table for 
the present, 


OREGON TERRITORY. 

The bill to anthorize the adoption of measures for the oceu- 
pation and settlement of the Territory of Oregon, and for ex- 
tending certain portions of the laws of the United States over 
te same, was taken upin its order asin committee of the 
whole. j 

Mr, LINN spoke out the remainder of the morning hour in 


e ‘receivers of public’ moneys, . 


favor of the. passage of the bill, He. entered into a historical 
account of the discovery of this'sectiou of the American conti: 
nent, with a view to show the undoubted title of the United 
States tothe same. He pointed out the pretensions of title be- 
ing set up by Great Britain to it, which he maintained she. had 
been encouraged in doing by the mild- course of the United 
States, and their inattention to the importance of exercising 
jurisdiction over.this interesting country, and by an acquies- 
cence in the encroachments of the Hudson Bay Company. He 
dwelt on the importance of the United Stales. speedily setting 
aside the pretensions of tle being set up by England, either by ` 
a declaration of intention by the United States to exercise juris- 
diction, or bythe passage gi this bill. false ak 

The bill wadkpassed over informally, and the Senate proceed- 
ad to the ordersiof the dgy. - : : i 

THE LOAN. BILE. « a 

The bill to exfend thetinie of the loan authorized at the ex: 
tra session to twénty Years, to authorize an additional Joan of 
five millions, and to drovide for the payment of interest on.the 
Treasury notes optstanding, was taken up—the question being, 
Shall the bill past? , 

Mr. GRAHAM gbserved that, called-upon as he was, to vote 
for this bill, which is to create an additional debt to he paid 
hereafter, he had felt himself under the necessity of inquiring 
into the resources and expenditures of the Government for a 
number of years past; and, in prosecuting thie inquiry, he had 
discovered that the revenue had been long inadequate to. supply 
the means demanded by the Government, and therefore 2 con- 
dition ofthe Treasury. had been produced which demanded: the 
passage of thìs bill for immediate relief. From this ezamina- 


„tion of the resources and expenses of the Government for years 


past, he had also discovered that during the Jate Administration, 
the average of expenditures for ordinary purposes was twen- 
ty-eight millions, while the average of income from revenue 
was but twenty millions; so that the difference was a deficit of 
means to meet expenses, which would have left a dett of more 
than thirty-one miltions at theend of that term, instead of five 
millions six hundred thousand dollars, were it not for extra. 
ordinary resources in the hands of that Administration. He re- 
viewed she expenditures of the four years, and dwelt for some 
time on the manner in which the reductions during the Jast 
year were made, wiih a view of showing that they were ‘merely 
postponements, as avowed in the preamble of bills then pass- 
ed in relation to ‘those subjects. He ‘thought either one thing 
or other ought to have been done; that is, either the works and 
expenditures ought to have been cut off entirely and abandoned, 
or adequate means should have been raised to carry them on till 
completed. 

He stated the extraordinary.resourzes of the late Administra» 
tion from the withholding of the fourth i:etalrnent of the sur: 
plus revenue, directed to be paid to the States; and the repay. 
ments from banks, leaving not more, he believed, than $10,020 
due from banks. i 

Mr. WOODBURY explained that that there was due from 
two banks, in principal and interest, about $200 000.. 

Mr. GRAHAM continued; that made little difference} he be: 
lieved it wes the only debt due to the Government from 
banks. He contended that to the withholding from the States 
of the fourth instalment of the surplus revenue, might be 
traced niuch of the embarrassment which the State Govern- 
ments have been laboring under. z 

He thought it ungracious of those who had spent the fourth 
instalment, together with nine millions of other extraordinary 
resources, and a tariffaveraging forty per cent. leaving a debt, 
besides, of $5,600,000, to reproach the present party in power, 
with extravagance and wastefulness. 

He computed that the ordinary services, with the necessary 
preparations for defence, in view of the condition of the foreign 
relations of the country, would require expenditures which 
could not be estimated atless than twenty millions annually; 
and the income from customs being only thirteen millions, it 
was impossible to avoid raising a loan to supply the deficiency 
till an income could be provided to meetthe wants ofthe Go» 
vernment. 

He adverted tothe subject of restoring the Jand fund to the 
Treasury for revenue, and contended that originally, when the 
public domain was entrustedto the Government, it was only 
for given purposes, and not asa source of permanent revenue, 
He wonld not discnas the constitutional righ! of Congress over 
the public domain furthér than to remark, that the lands were 


‘to be disposed of rather for the benefit of the States, severally, 


than for the benefit of the General Government as an indepen- 
dent corporatien. He contended that the proceeds of 
the lands oughg rather to be distributed to the States 
thaa appropriated for any purposes of General Government, 
He believed it would be fonnd that in those periods of the his- 
tory of the Government during which direct taxation was obliged 


‘to be resoried to, the greatest accountability was evinced in 


the prudence and economy which pervaded every depariment; 
and, on the contrary, those periods during which the means of 
the Government were derived from sources which did not in- 
volve such accorstebility, were the most extravagant and 
wasteful. This, then, was a strong argument against the re- 
storation of the land fund as a sourceof revenue, and showed 
the propriety of throwing the responsibility of the taxing pow- 
er uron those who vote the appropriations, and adjust the ex- 
penditures, 

_ The Government, ashe said before, found itself in the condi- 
tion that its least expenditures for efficient, public services 
amounted to twenty millions, with a revenue of only thirteen 
millions. The estimate of the Secretary of the Treasury, for 
the ordinary services of this year, was twenty-four millions. 
In this was included four millions for the civil list, which. bow- 
ever, be hoped to see considerably reduced uaderthe pruning» 
knife of the Retrenchment Comnitiee,, The estimate for the 
War Department wasStl717,791. Hedid not know whether 
it was more or less than the-estimates for the last twoor three 

s The estimate for the naval service is $8,705 000—an 
ease this year beyond the last of veariy threo millions. 
It did seem to him, this was proceeding wih rather tog much 
haste; and that the expenses ofa wat panic may be made as 
great as a war itself. These two branches of the public ser- 
vice are estimated at upwards of twenty millions of dollara. It 
seemed to him there. was great room for retrenchment in these 
estimates: A war panic had been encouraged for the lasteight 
years, and so expensive had it proved, that, he asked, was it not 
time to put an end to it. by coming to the point at once with 
those foreign powers which were in dispute, sooner than conti- 
nue in such an expensive uncertainty? In proceeding with a 
desire of retrenchment, it was necessary to take up. every item 
of expense separately aad ask, was this necessayl—keeping in 
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Yiew the exhausted condition of the Treasury, the insufficiency 
ofthe income of the Government, aild the im propriety of going 
guy further on borrowed means, This was the only way to 
effect retrenchment in earnest, 

Mr. BERRIEN desired to recall the attention of the 

Senate to the consideration of the bill under discus- 
sion. The course which the debate had taken had nut 
been to decide upon the necessity of passing the bill, but 
upon the origin of* the condition of the Government 
requiring the loan. As a member of thè Finance Committee 
he had been called upon to investigate the subject thoroughly; 
and he had come to the conclusion that the only question which 
gould with propriety arise on this bill, was, whether the sam 
¢alled for was or was not absolutely necessary—all having ad- 
mitted that somesupply was indispensable to relieve the Go- 
vernment from its present embarrassment, 

\ The Senate had already decided by the deliberate adoption ofa 
resolution, lately under discussion, that Congress is bound to 
provide means within the year for the expenditures of the 
year, Under this rule, therefore, the larger portion of this ad- 
ditional Joan of five millions is authorized by the circumstance 
that $2,900,000 of 'freasury notes not due within the year, have 
been taken in through the custom-houses in paymentof duties, 
which should have produced money as part of the means of 
the Government for the year. He then computed the out- 
standing Treasury notes, and considered the effect. of the 9h 
section of the act on the holders, with regard to funding 
them; and then advertet’ to the second branch of his 
argument as to the propriety of the mode of obtaining the loan. 
He examined the objections in detail to the several provisions of 
the bill; first, as to the amount; second, as tothe time; third, as 
to the authority to negotiate the sale of the stock at Jess than 
par; and, fourth, as to the authority to advertise the sale of 
stock;.and having recapitulated all the arguments of those who 
had preceded him, for and against these provisions, he com 
eluded that the dill as it stands is the best that could be devised 
under all the circumstances, He denied thatthe credit of the 
Government wou'd be impaired by the operation of the bill; 
and he contended that the object of the loan being to redeem 
Treasury notes, and not solely to obtain specie for them, the ef- 
fect would be to sustain the stock at par. Ie denied that the 
effect could be to depreciate Treasury notes, because the bill 
not only.continves the interest on them after they fall due, but 
adda a new and additional faculty to that which theyalready 
possess of paying Government dues—the faculty of becoming 
permanent stock if the holders prefer it. 

, As tothe objection that this loan would have the effect of di- 
minishing the revenue by withdrawing that amount of capital 
from commerce, thereby diminishing imports; he argued that, 
‘jf the money was to be hoarded up, there might be some 
grounds for the objection; but as the condition of the Government 
was obviously such asto require thatthe money shall be dis 
bursed as fast as it is received, it followed that there would be 
no such thiug as a withdrawal of capital from the business of 
the country. is $ 

And with rogard to the argument that the value of the stock 

would be greatly enhanced by a pledge of the public Jandy, all 
he should say was that he did not mean togo into the merits of 
“that question now; but. he would avow, that if the distribution 


law did not exist—if the hopes and expectation of the States | 


had not been excited by the passage of the land bill—heshould 
be opposed to the pledge of sucha vast public domain, for a 
loan of seventeen millions for twenty years, under any possible 
circumstances. The majority of Congress in both Houses, had 
not only last session decided that the proceeds of the public 
lands should be disposed of by distribution, but in every shape 
and form in which the question of its repeal had been brought 
up this session, the will of the majority in Congress had decided 
thatthe land fund should not be restored to the Treasury as a 
source of revenue, But the gentlemen opposite say the fund 
must come back. What is this but a decision that the will of 
the minority shall control the will of the majority? Much 
had been said on the subject of the clause in the distribution 
act to restore the land fund to the public Treasury in the event 
of violating the compromise act. He conceived a gieat error 
‘prevailed im supposing the whole force of that clause rested on 
the simple fact that the tariff should be raised past twenty per 
cent. Now, he asked, how could that contingeacy alone give 
efficacy to the clause, when it reaches also to every oiher pro- 
“vision of the compromise act which must likewise be tran- 
scended, before the contingency on which tbe restoration de- 
pends can exist? It would, however, be time enough to argue 
this matter when the specific question comes up. 

He yveviewed the arguments in relation to the debt Jeft by the 
late’Administration asa legacy to the present Administratioa, 
and contended that, instead of $5 600,000, it really was $9,725,- 
000, besides postponed appropriations which, if added, would 
show that a very large portion of the seventeen million debt 
charged upon the present Administration, was incurred by the 
late Administration, He insisted that the increased revenue 
authorized by the tariff bill of the extra session, more than 
counterbalanced the expenditures authorized by the extra scs- 
sion. 

In conclusion he stated that his conviction was in favor of 
this bill, because he conceived it was absolutely necessary to 
relieve the Government fron: embarrassment. 

Mr. MANGUM observed that he had been in doubt for se- 
veral days whether he conid go for this bill, withouta pledge 
that no ulterior decision was looked to, for restoration of tite 
land fund, But the mdicationshe had now witnessed, and the 
arguments of the Senator from Georgia, had satisfied him that he 
could with safety vote with his friends for this bill, 

Mr. SEVIER did not intend to discuss questions which had 
been so ably discussed by those who preceeded him. Buthe rose 
to say a few words in defence of the President of the United 
States. Hia had been assailed in unmeasured terms for his ve- 
toes on the bank bills of the extra session—in which he had act- 
ed with aconsistency and patriotism which it would be well if 
those who now condemn him had imitated. He enumerated 
the instances in which the leaders of the Whig party had been 
themselves guilty of the grossest inconsistency on the bank qnes- 
tion, and on the otlier questions of their own policy, and asked 
them how could they with consistency charge the President of 


the United States with inconsistency, becanse he would not 
give up the principles to which he had adhered throughout 
his political life? ` 

Mr. S. here alluded to a passage in Mr. ARCHER’s speech, 

_ Stating the manner in which the President had treated a depu- 
tation of the Whig party who waited on him daring the extra 
session and were described as bending the supple knee to Exe- 
cutive power, with tears in their eyes, beseeching him to give 
them-a Bank bill. The President was accused of having 
spurned them and their bili. And what struck him with asto- 
nishment was, that among this deputation were a distinguished 
member of the other House, {Mr. SERGEANT:}] a former Attor- 
ney General to Andrew Jackson, and one or two distinguished 
Senators—all bending the supple knee at the foot of Executive 
power. And were not these the very men who themselves had 
over and over accused the Democratic party with subserviency 
to Executive power? 

He was astonished to hear the new point broached by the 
Senator from Georgia, (Mr. Berrren,) that the 20 per cent. of 
the compromise act was not the only contingency on which the 
restoration of the land fund rested, And with regard to this, 
the frankness and fairness with which the President. of the 
United States had come ont in support of the true version of 
that clause, as understood by every one who voted on the mea- 
sure, merited the highest praise. For this frankness and fair- 
ness he honored him. 

His reason for voting against this bill was, first, that he would 
not trust the party in power with so much money—that is, he 
would ngt confide so much in their wisdom, economy, or, in 
other words, political honesty. In thesecond place, he objected 
tothe terms ofthe Bill. The Whig party have brought the cre- 
dit of the Government to its present deptorable condition, and 
it was asking too much of him, in view of their conduct, to ask 
him to vote fora bill to authorize the stock of the Government 
to be sold for whatever it would bring. He would not vote ‘or 
any bill which would authorize the stock to be sold for Jess 
than dollar for dollar. 

* Another reason why he would not vote for it was thatit au- 
therized scrip to be put out even as jow as five dollars, and 
thereby make another continental paper bank for Government, 
Could any one be blamed for charging the Whigs with profiigacy 
and wastefulness, in having squandered away twenty-two mils 
lions in so short a period as since they came into power? He 
had heard the Senator from Ilinois [Mr. Younc and the Sena- 
tor from Alabama [Mr. Krixc} recite their experiences in 
Wall street. He, too, would mention the result of his experiance. 
Hehad spent a couple of months in New York in 1837, nego- 
tiating the sale of some of the stock of his State; and after wait- 
ing’some.-fifty days for bids, which he nezer could get up to his 
standard æ dollar for dollar, he was on the point of starting for 
Europe, and having told the brokers so, the very evening before 
the day of his passage he receiveda bidof dollar for dollar for 
hisstock. And such, he contended, would be the effect of mak- 
ing it a sine quanonof the loan, that dotiar for dollar should 
be had for the stock; let what interest might be necessary be 

aid. 

F The Whig party was divided upon most of the measures 
which they called their system of measures, Some of the gen- 
tlemen opposite had insisted that the bank question was not a 
Whig measure; some that the distribution was nota Whig mea- 
sure; some that the bankrupt law was nota Whig measnre; but 
now they all unke on this bill for one great Whig priaciple— 
debt, Joan. and taxes. 

Mr. BERRIEN did not intend to recriminate, He did not 
understand that the Seuator from Arkansas gave his authority 
for what he had said with regard to the Whig deputation, 
There is no foundation in truth forthe story that himself and 
Mr. Sergeant supplicated the President with tears in their eyes 
and with suppliantand bended knee, to sign the bank bill. What 
they did say to the President was, that they came to him re- 
spectfully to ask if there was any common ground on which 
they could unite, intimating that nothing he should advise 
would be considered as dictation, but would be respectfully 
considered, and if not approved, would be rejected Te further 
explained the nature of the interviews with the President. 

Mr. SEVIER explaind that he had not quoted theexact words 
of the Senator from Virginia. 

Mr. ARCHER admitted that the substance of what the Sena- 
tor from Arkansas had stated with regard to the passage in his 
speech to which he had referred, was right; but he explained it 
in the sense which he meant at the time- 

Mr. CRITTENDEN desired to know whether the Senator from 
Arkansas maintained that any poriion of Mi. Ewing’s statement 
was untrue? 

Mr. SEVIER did not say a word about its truth or un- 
truih. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, in reference to the charge made against 

the Whig party by the Senator from Arkansas, that they were a 

debt, loan and tax party, observed that he had hoped a pause 
would be allowed in the present condition of the Government 
and the country, for breathing time—tor patriotism to come in- 
to action. But he had heard within the last two days two 
speeches from gentlemen known to him, and esteemed by 
every onein all the relations of life, charging his friends with 
objects and intentions, which, to say the least, he had 
heard uttered with deep regret. It required the co-operation of 
wise counsels and unimpassioned deliberation on the calamities 
which menacethe country. What tendency could crimination 
and rec¥mination have to reach just conclusions? What 
light could they shed upon public counsels? The fierce 
fire of party is ore that burns, but sheds no 
light. :He was sure it was impossible that in a heart so 
generous and so just as that which the Senator from Arkansas 
possessed, there should exist any belief that the object of the 

Whig party was to bring down destruction on the Country or 

toinvolve him and his posterity in calamities such as he de- 
icts, 

Ẹ k seemed to him that they might debate on the affairs of the 

Government. without so much asperity. He, for one, was 

wllingg:hat his responsibility should be all that it oughtte be; 
but that the Whig party had not the control of the Govern- 
ment, was known to every gentleman in this body; and in 
fairness a greater share of responsibility than that of their 
own functions should not be thrown upon them; whatever 
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of jnst responsibility rests upon the Whig party the 
are Willing to take. There was no man more willing to retren¢ 

~ and reform than himseli—arid such was also the case with re- 
gard to his friends. They were willing to taken counsel from 
the gentlemen themselves; and he implored them-not to sup- 
pose that it wastheir intention to fiH the hands of the Govern- 
ment with money to squander in extravagance, How could the 
Senator from Arkansas, after having cast an imputation on. the 
Whig party of opposing and abusing the President, suppose 
they were anxious to place in his hands the means of wasteful 
expenditures? Ie would vote for this bill; hut he would do so 
with profound reluctance. He voted forit under the sense of 
obligation which impelled him to act from publicduty, 7 

It seemed to him that the allusion made by the Senator from 
Arkansas to the relations of the Whig party with the President 
of the United States, were unkind and ungenerous. He should 
not be drawn into any statement on that head. He would take 
his own time and oocasion to advert to such matters, should it 
ever be necessary for him to do se. The explanation made by 
the Senator from Georgia he considered called for, however 
much it was to be regretied that any gendeman should be 
drawn into personal explanations, which delicacy would sug- 
gest ought to be left to himself to choose time and occasion for 
making. Ne had hoped atime had come—a marvellous time-—- 
when the two great contending parties might meet on-ote: 
cammog platform and reason together, 

Mr.SEVIER desired to say a few wordsin reply tothe Senator 
from Kentucky. He supposed the Senator had not heard ‘his 
observations, or most of his speech would have been spared. 
What he hal said was, that one part of the party denied that 
the bank ill was a Whig measure, another the land bill, ano- 
ther the bankrupt bill; but here they were all united on this 
bill for debt, loan, and taxes. 

Was 1t to be expected that he and his friends were to sit from 
morning to night listening to abuse of themselves and their par- 
ty and be vilified, with padlocks on their mouths? Whatsortof 
fair play was there in contrasting the best ofthè Whig measures 
with the worsvof their opponents? If gentlemen gave blows 
they should expect to receive blows? 

He had defended the President for his veto and his message. 
and not with a view of assailing the Whig party. = 

Mr. LINN observed that there was so much of good temper 
and good feeling in the remarks made by the Senator from 
Kentucky, that he should not have felt himself justified in 
rising to prolong the discussion if he was not'in some sort une 
der the necessity of asking the Senator if it was to him he al- 
luded as having made party remarks yesterday, and if in thesa 
remarks he conceived any thing personal to him was contained? 
He could assure him ne such thing was intended; and if thera 
was any thing in what be hai said that could bear such meaning, 
he withd:ew it most cheerfully. His intention had been meres 
ly to show the discordant elements of the Whig party, and ta 
show that it had been predicted they could not hold together, 

He referred to the frequent occasions on which the party to 
which he belonged had been designated as plunderers and hand 
pirates. Gentlemen themselves go back and rake up the past, 
and the Democratic party is compelled in self delence to go 
backalso, and admonish the party now in power by remindiog 
them of the past ton, 4 

He was aware that crimination and recrimination were mig« 
placed in the Senate of the United States, He felt thatthe time 
was come whenall should forget what he was perfectly will- 
iug to forget. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN explained, that what he had said with 
regard to responsibility, was that he would do forthe present 
Administration all that was proper and necessary for him to do, 
but further than that, he renounced all responsibility for the 
acts of this Administration. 

fir, KING observed that the time was come when it was. de. 
sirable that all, without distinction of party, should make such 
arrangements as'would enable the Government to perform its 
duties, and sustain the honer and credit of the country. He, 
therefore, could not gay with the Senators from North Carolina, 
{Mr. Mancum] from Georg’a,{Mr. BERRIEN) and from Ken- 
tucky, [Mr. CRITTENDEN] that he would vote for this bilt 
with regret, for his regret was that he could not vote for the 
bill. He regretted thatsuch modifications were not made in it 
as would have enabled him to vote for the loan. à 

Tfe decried the argument that no alteration ought to be made 
to the bill, which wouid not be acceptable to the other House. 
The Senate was bound todo its duty without regard ro the ef. 
fect which the exercise of that duty would have elsewhere. 

Ife then explained the various amendments which should 
have been made to the bill. 

In allusion to the arguments that had been urged. against 
him, grounded on a misapplication of isolated passages in his 
report when chairman of the Committee on Pablic Lands, be 
complained that this mode of garbling the report and selecting 
isolated passages to give them a contrary meaning to that really 
intended, was vafair and unjust. The whole of that report was 
an argument against distribution, and in eppesition to'a very 
able report made by the then Senator from Kentucky (Mr. 
Cray] in favor of distribution, He read passages from hisown 
report, showing that the sole object was to avoid the distribu- 
tion of the lands, and he proved that its tenor went to show that 
after the land fund had accomplished objects therein stated, it 
would still be at the disposal of Government for revenue, When- 
ever the necessities ofthe Government required it.» He there- 
fore thought it was quite unfair to charge upon him any incon: 
sistency. ek A 

He waa surprised to find the Senator from North Caroling 
now saying he will cling to the land bill unter all circumstances; 

and he would simply ask how did such an avowal accord with 
his declaration on the.amendment to the land, bill itself, when 
hes z d that he never would vote for the distribution, until that 

e ee arasrtedai | He also thought it strange that the 

clause was inseriedin it? He a 2 
h roja w prepared to adhere to the land 
Senator from Georgia was now prepares | 
distribution in defiance of his declaration that he would 
ee consent to taxing his constituents beyond the 20 per cent. 
ofthe compromise act, He had been much commended in the 
South for his course on the amendment to the distribution act; 
andif he now chooses to return to his constituents on his pre- 
sent grounds, he will find that their minds are not changed 
however his may be, 


418 


Mr. BERRIEN. explained that the opinion which he enter- 
tained at the time of the adoption of the compromise act, he 
still entertained—that it was amply sufficient for the protection 
of Southern interests. ; a 

With regard to the elause in the distribution act, he would ask 
what were the words of the clause? Were they not these: 
“any thing inconsistent with the provisions ofthe compromise 
act and the duty of 20 per cent.” These words, “inconsistent 
with the provisions of the compromise act,’ were not inserted 
needlessiy—they meant something; and they were surely en- 
titled to thefr fuil impert. It was the assumption of the face 
that the provisions of the compromise act will be violated, 
which he objected to, as an argument for restoring the land 
fund. . 2 

Mr. WALKER differed widely from the Senator from Geor- 
gia in the construction which he gave to the clause of the dis- 
tribution act. He read from the journal the propositions which 
he had offered to amend the land bill, the very day after that 
pill had been Jaid on the table. 

He also read arenewal ofthe proposition onjthe 20th of August 
in favor of which the Senator from Gcorgia had voted. On 
the Bist of August the Senator from Georgia himself proposed 
an amendment which he read, [page 205, £07, Senate Journal. ] 
The opponents of the distribution then went on the grounds 
that no other construction should be fixed upon the act than to 
suspend it, if twenty per tent. duty on any article should be ex- 
ceeded. What is it that the Senator from Georgia now con- 
tends fort That by adopting the home valuation, twenty-five 

per Cent. may be Imposed, and then the compromise act will 
not be violated. He read from the ‘compromise act the 
sections wiich showed that the revenue for Government was to 
fix the rate of duty under twenty per cent. but making that the 
maximum. The act shows on its face that it was never intend- 
ed to raise a duty past twenty percent. According ta, the pro- 
visions of the act, the duty should be brought up to twenty per 
cent. on every article imported, sooner than excced it on any one 
article. Ifthe Senator from Georgia had avowed his present con- 
struction at the time theclause was inserted in the distribution 
bili, that measure never could have been passed, He would ven- 
ture to say that ifthere was an individual who gave that. clause 
any such construction, it must have been the Senator from 
Georgia himself. Ifhe is right, he (Mr. W.) intended to bring 
him to the test on that subject; and that test would be the test 
of the Supreme Court of the United States. Letthe new tariff 
law in contemplation be passed; andif itisa law authorizing 
Ingher duties than the limit of the compromise get, this distribu- 
tion cannot be made. If it is, the Supreme Court of the 
United States would have to decide its authority. He doubted 
ifthe Senator from Georgia would, in that case, venture to ap- 
pear in court to make an argumentin favor of his own con- 
struction. He (Mr. W.) was quite certain the Senator from 
Rhode Island, in framing his report for a tariff bill, will notre- 
pose on the construction given by the Senator from Georgia to 
the clause in the distribution law. He will demang a tegisla- 
lve enactment specific on that point. 

He would tet the people of Mississippi, who are more deeply 
interested than any other State, know that ifthis duty be raised 
to twenty five per cent. their taxes will be raised five percent. 
beyond the limit of the compromise act, and it will be seen 
that no’ such construction as that put upon the clause in the 
distribution act by the Senator from Georgia will be submit- 
ted to without contesting the point before the Supreme Court 
on every possible occasion. 


Mr. BERRIEN again reiterated and enforced the grounds as- 
sumed in his former remarks. 

Mr. LUNN remarked that ualess the Senate proceeded to take 
the question on the bill, he would move an adjournment, 

[Here the debate (a mere outline of which is given above, but 
pich es be published at length as soon as itcan be written out) 
closed. 

Mr. WALKER said that after hearing the declaration of Se- 
nators on the other side, that they would adhere to the Jand bill 
at all hazards; aud afier their voting down the proposition to 
carry out that provision of the distribution act which suspended 
that act if the consequence would be an increase of the tariff 
beyond 20 per cent—tho maximum. of the compromise act— 
he considered that a vote in favor of this bill would be a vote 
to violate the compromise act, and should therefore vote 
against it. 

The question now being, Shall the bill pass? the vote was 
aken by yeas and nays, and resulted— Yeas 26, nays 18, as fol- 
OWS: 

YEAS—Messrs, Archer, Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Choate, 
Crittenden, Evang, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, 
Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Preston, 
Rives, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Sprague, Tall- 
madge, White, and Woolbridge—26. i 

NaYs—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clayton, Multon, King, Linn, McRoberts, Sevier, Smith of 
Connecticut, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Woodbury, Wright, 
and Young—18. 

So the bill was paszed, 

On motion, the Senate, at half-past 5 o'clock, adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
WEDNESDAY, April 13, 1512. - 
The journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
Mr. FILLMORE movel that the House resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the State of the Union. 
Mr, WELLER raisedthe point that there was uo quorum 
present. R k 
The SPEAKER said there was evidently no quorum pre- 
Bent. ý 
Mr. WELLER moved that there be a call of the House. 
On which motion the yeas and nays were asked and ordered; 
and, being taken, were—yeas 40, nays £8, ' 
` Soacallofthe House was refused. 
And a quorum was now present. 


VOLUNTEER ENCAMPMENT NEAR BALTIMORE. 


The question recurred on the motion of Mr. FiLLmors th: t 
the House resolve itself into Commitee of the Whole ou the 
state of the Union. Z 

Mr. KENNEDY tose and asked the House to indulge him 
with the consideration of the joint resolution ctfered by him 
yesterday onthe subject ofthe volunteer encampment, aid 
which isin the foliowing words: 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of } 


the United States of America,in Congress assembled, That 
the Secretary of War be, andhe is hereby, authorized and di- 
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rected to furnish, upon the requisition of the Major Genera] 
commanding-in-chief the army of the United States, for the use 
of the volunteer troops expected to assemble and encamp inthe 
neighborhood of the city of Baltimore in May next, one thou- 
sand tents, (or sogmany, not exceeding that number, as may 
be required,) including the propert- proportion of mai quees, 
And that he be directed to take such measures for the care- 
ful use of said tents and the due return thereof to the pro- 
per officers of the Gevernnumentas he may deem necessary to that 
end. ae : 

Mr. K. said he had reason to believe that a majority in this 
House were favorable tothe resolution, and he was induced to 
ask its consideration now, from a conviction that the object 
wasa highly meritorious one, and would. be regarded with fa- 
vor by the country. Kuowing the urgency. which existed for 
the passage of the appropriation bills, be had no desire to 
consume time in- the discussion of this resolution, and would 
promise, if the Tlouse wonld agree to take it up, that he 
would occupy but a few moments for the purpose of expla- 
nation. ` 

Mr. HOPKINS rose and objected. A 

Mr. FILLMORE insisted on his motion; but, after a brief 
conversation, consented to waive it, to enable 7 

Mr. KENNEDY to submit. a motion that the rules of the 
House be suspended for halif an hour for the purpose of re- 
ceiving and considering said resolution, 

Or which motion the vote stood yeas 72, noes 46. 

But again no quorum voted. E 

Mr. KENNEDY said that, in order to ascertain what House 
there was present, and to see who was willing to promote the 
improvement of the militia, he would ask for the yeas and nays 
on the motion to suspend the rules; which were ordered. 

: And the question was taken, and decided ın the negative, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. I. W. Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg, Babcock, 
Barton, Beeson, Birdseye, Biair, Borden, Botts, Boyd, Briggs, 
Bronson, Patrick C. Caldwell, Calhoun, Thomas J. Campbell, 
Cary, Casey, Chittenden, Clinton, James Cooper, Cukhing, G. 
Davis, Deberry, Everett, Ferris, Fessenden, Fillmore, A. Law- 
rence Foster, Gambie, Gerry, Granger, Green, Halsted, John 
Hastings, Henry, Hudson, Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph 
R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, Isaac D, Jones, Johu P. Kennedy, 
Lina, Robert McClellan, Tho. F. Marshall, J, T. Mason, 
Maxwell, Moore, Morgan, Morrow, Osborne, Owsley, Pearce, 
Pendleton, Powell, Ridgway, Riggs, Rodney, Wm. Russell, 
Jas, M., Russell, Slade, Truman Smith, Solers, Stanly, Stokely, 
Stratton, Alexander H. I. Swart, John T. Stu rt, John B. 
Thompson, Richard W, Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Trum- 
bull, Wallace, Washington, Weller, Edward D. White, Tho- 
«mas W. Williams, James W. Wiliams, Christopher H, Wi. 
liams, Winthrop, Yorko. and John Young—87. 

NAYS—Mesrs. Arrmgton, Atherton, Baker, Brewster, A. 
V. Brown, Charics Crown, Witham Butler, Green W. 
Caldwell, Caruthers, Chapman, Cliflord, Mark A. Cooper, 
Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, R. D Davis, Doan, Doig, Eastman, 
Egbert, John G. Floyd, Foinance, Gates, Goggin, Patrick G. 
Goode, Wiliam ©: Gonde, Gordon, Graham, Gwin, Hall, 
Harris, Hays, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, Hunter, 
Cave Johnson, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Lewis, Littlefield, 
Abraham McClellan, McKeon, Marchand, Sampson Mason, 
Mattocks, Morris, Parmenter, Pickens, Ramsey, Read, Red- 
ing, Reynolds, Regers, Roosevelt, Shepperd, Shields, Spyder, 
Steenrod, Sweney, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Warren, Wat- 
terson, and Westbrook— 66. 

No the rules were suspended, 

{When the name of Mr MORRIS was called, that gen- 
tleman rose and was understocd to ask the mover of the 
resolution whether the troops who proposed to encamp in the 
neighborhood of Baltimore were called out by order of Govern- 
ment. 

Mr. KENNEDY replies, that the encampment proposed ori- 
ginated with a Military Convention held last October, in the city 
of Fredevick,in Maryland. That a_larce numberof volunteer 
troops, upon the invitation of that Convention, were expected 
to assemble about the 16th of May next, near the city of Balti- 
more, and that the officers connected with this enterprise in 
that city, in looking round for means of supplying the requi- 
site number of tents, had applied to the Secretary of War for 
theloin of as many as might be at his disposal; that that offi- 
cer did not consider himseif authorized to accede to this request 
without some direction from Congress. That the officers 
having this matter in charge in Baltimore had since obtained 


from the Governor of Pennsylvania a promise to furnish. 
` them with as many tents 


s were within his power, but that 
at existin the supply; and the object of this 
ocure What was negessary in such an 


GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

On motion of Mr, FILLMORE, the Hote resolved itself in- 
to Committee of the Whole en the state of the Union, (Mr. 
‘THOMPSON of Indtana in the Chair] and resumed the canside- 
ration of the bill making appropriations for the civil and dipie- 
matic expenses of the Government fot the vear 1842, 

INTERCOURSE WITA FOREIGN NATIONS. 

When the committae rose last evening, the following item 
had been read: K 3 7 

“No, 218. For salarles of the Ministers of the United States 
to Great Britain, Franck, Russia, Pfussia, Austria, Spain, Mexi- 
ce, and Brazil, seventy-two thousand dollara.” 

And Mr. ADAMS had propesedto send to the Clerk’s table, 
to be read, a letter from the Secretary of Siate, setting forih 
that it did not appear to be wise or politic, under present cir 
cumstances, to remit any of-the-dipiamatic mi spr which, 
atthe commencement of the’ present session, estimates hes 
Been sent in. E à 

The letter was read. 

And Mr. ADAMSspoke a few sentences in furthenexpla 
tion of the course of the Commi:tee on Foreign Afairs, to whois 
had heen referred a resoludon, directing that committee to i 
quire into the exptdiency èl reducing ihe item of diplom 
missions. But so much noise and confusion prevailed, ihat 
hearing fora full hour was rendered almost impossitle. 

Mr. A, was understcod to say that the con.mitee pra 
hereafter tò make a general report on the resolution; but that 
committee had come to the general conclusion that at pres 
was not in their power to propose avy reductions is the í 
matic missions. : 

Mc. LINN moved to sirike outthe appropriation for the mi: 
s'on to Mexico, which he supported at some lengih, as was u 
Cerstocd, on the ground ofthe small commercial importane: 

Mexico to thiscourtry, He intimated that those who desire 


still a deficiency mi 
resolution Was (O | 
event.} 


a continuance of this mission, did so witha view to the annexa" 
tion of Texas to this country. |. i s EA 

Mr. PICKENS said he would not detain the committee but 
a few moments, and he certainly should not have said a word, 
but for the remarks of the genueman from New York, (Mr. 
Linn ] ‘fhe gentleman moved to strike out the salary for the 
minister to Mcxico, and put it on the ground that he has reason 
to believe that the principal object in sending a minister to that 
country is, to bring about the annexation of ‘Texas to the United 
States. Upon this point, the gentleman was well aware that 
there was a deep interest felt, not only in this country, but 
throughout the different portions of the civilized world, The 
gentleman, as a further argument in favor of his motion, had 
put our foreign missions upon the principle of commercial 
importance, and had assumed tbat our trade with the different 
nations of the world was tie basis upon which missions should 
beestablished. Now, if he was at all acquainted with the po- 
licy which governs nations in forming their diplomati¢ rela- 
tions, commerce was but a secondary” consideration lt was 
true, as the gentleman stated, thal our commerce with Mexico 
was not important; but the propriety of sending a diplomatic 
agentto that country rested not upon commercial, but upon po- 
liücal considerations; and inthis point of view there was no 
nacion of the world to which it was more important for us to 
senda minister at thistime tban to Mexico. It was known that 
we had a convention with that Government, under which awards 
had been made in javor of anumber of our citizens for depre- 
dations on our commerce, and these awards amounted to gome» 
thing like two milliens ofdoliars, whic therg was a vastamount 
of claims yet unliquidated. Payment has not yet been made, 
and how was it to be obtained? Was it not necessary to have 
a minister there to collect these debts? “When he looked at the 
political considerations involved, he considered the matter still 
more important. It was rumored that very important nego. 
tations were pending in that quarter of the world with regard 
to Califonia, That Great Briain had her eye on that coun- 
try—that she wished to establish a naval station there—was 
well understood. Was not this as important to the Norras to 
the South; and he would put tt to the gentleman if the State of 
New York was vot more deeply interested than any other por- 
tion of the Union? Wag it not important that we should bave 
a diplomatic agent at Mexico to give us information with re- 
gardto all the movements oa thissubject? The gentleman 
spoke of the mission to Spain as one that might be dispersed 
with. Mr. P. believed that Spain and Mexico were the coun: 
tries at which it was most important for us at this time to have 
diplomatic agents. If it be true that great Britain had made 
great advances to the imbecile Government of Spain, and look. 
ed to the possession of the Island of Cuba for payment, he asked 
gentlemen ifit was not important that we should have a’ mi- 
Mister there to give us information of what was ir progress} 
Was not the North as deeply interested in. this question as 
the South?) Who was it that owned the tonnage of the Unie 
ted States? The North; and it was of the deepest importance 
to that section of the Union to know who was to have the con- 
trolof the Island of Cuba. 

The gentleman from New York, iv his narrow and contracted 
views in regard to the annexation of ‘exes, struck at the most 
vital interests of the country, He, Mr. P. had little or noine 
terest jn the matter; but when belooked at the great questions 
involved, he could not but feel pity and contempt for that nar. 
row economy and those contracted viewsthat would strike atthe | 
mostimportant interests though selfish and sectional motives 
in regardto fexas, It was impossible for him to repress the 
feclings of indignation which such conduct excited... Was it for 
the people of this country, after having expressed’ so much 
sympathy for Greece wheu struggling for her independence 
wast possible for us to took coldly on, while those who are 
bone of our bone andfesh of our flesh, may be trampled under 
luoteither by European violence or Mexican treachery? When 
it was remembercd that Great Britain, our rival on the ocean, 
wasassis ing Mexico in her uphaliowed designs, was ittobe 
expected that we are to go with the gentleman from New 
York and abolish this mission because it may look likesympas 
thy for Texas? Ifthe gentleman expected this much, he must, 
said Mr. P. expect vste forget every thing that binds man to 
man and kindred to kindred. i f 

if, said Mr. P. we have a prospect of settling the questions 
we have at issue withthe Mexican Government. and through 
that means bringing about, the annexation of Texas to the 
United States, he fur one would boldly avow his belief that it 
was aco mation devoutly to be wished for. He did not, 
however, belicve such to be the-object ofthe present Adminia. 
tration. There were considerations of sufficient. importance to 
justify tbis mission. We have head, said he, thatour country- 
mea ere Workiog in Chains for the miserable despots of that 
country. While the Secretary of State, in answer to.@ call of 
tlre House, hed cfficially made known this fact, was this a time 
for an American Congress to sirike at that mission? It was not 
one American oniy that was thus degraded to chains and sla. 
very, butseveral, and he-did not cavy the feelings of that man, 
be he from the North or the South, who would be willing to 
hdraw that mission and leave them to suffer under the mer- 
s cruclties of the Mexican despot. He did not intend to en» 
late, but when he heard the remarks of the gen- 
man from New York, he could not repress the feelings they 

He believed that some al terations in our diplomatic 
airangements were neces but he waa willing to leave that 
matter te the direction of the Executive, who was constitutions 
ally charged with it. è 

Mr. REYNOLDS, in reply to the remarks ofa preceding 
aker, said, whatever opinion he, as one of the Representa- 
ofthe peepie might entertain, ii was right that he should 
press them on that occasion, ise would observe to the com- 
that he and his people were for peace, but they must 
i ton honorable terms, or they must have war. He ree 
peated that he disagreed with a gentlemap who had thought it 
wrong to print a document that the people might know what 
ss going on. Ifthey were at war with Great Rritain or with 
o, the people of thos€ countries might be treated as if 
they had no right to fofermation, but in this Republican coun- 
try it was wrong to keep knowledge from the people. Ifthe 
gentleman desired to explain, he (Mr. R.) was willing to give 
way. The gentleman might stand high jn that House, but 
whether he possessed a sea! there or even inthe White House, 
he was still but a Representative of the people. In Europe 
they wers almost afraid that the peopleshould know what was 
going on, but it was not so here, i 

Now, there was‘no man that could put bis hand upon bis 
heart and say that he was anxious fora war, but his people 
wers desirous that some questions now open should besettled, 


They wished some of his Yankee friends there. to have the 
Northeastern. boundary question settled—they wished his 
Yankee friends to have that territory to figure on, and to cut 
and cultivate; and if ithad boen in the Western région they 
would have hadit before this time. There were two different 
sorts of right—a book right and a special pleading right, and in 
the West they settle these things by equity. Andagain, there - 
were no individuals in that committee that would say they 
would vote to let the British visit our ships— 

The CHAIRMAN interposed, and gaid he hoped the gentle- 
man from Hilinois would notenter into a discussion of the right 
of search. 

Mr. REYNOLDS replied that in his humblejudgment it was 
his duty. Andin relation to Texas, he observed that his con- 
stituents wished the Texans to fhe one with; us and to accom- 
plish that object, if it were necessary, they would not only send 
one, but two or three ministers. He was understood next to 
allude to the Santa Fe prisoners, who were entitled to our 
aympathy,although, he obs-rved, they were not sent there by us, _ 
The matter, however required investigation, and he considered 
itas fair a anbject for discussion as Jesse Miller, upon whom 
a gentleman j amped some days ago, or as Governor Doty. He 
next observed that our Minister to England had more to do than 
ail the other ministers together, and it was right that the people 
should know something about this right of searching our ves- 


sels, 

The CHAIRMAN remarked that the gentleman must clearly 
see that he was out of order;and if he undertook to discuss the 
right of search on a question to strike out an appropriation, 
others would do so. too, and the debate would be intermi- 
nable, 

‘Mr. REYNOLDS rešumed, and after some observations 
which, tike the principal part of his speech, were very indis- 
tinctly heard, he said he thought too or three ministers cowid be 
abolished, and charges substituted for them. And he thought 
the necessities of the country required it on this occasion. As 
the Minister to England had more to do than all the rest, that 
minister ought to be raised, or the others ought to be lowered, 
Be would not further allude to the Creole case, and to the Ore- 
gon Territory; for such a discussion, he supposed, would be con- 
sidered out of order, i 

The debate was further participated in by Messrs, FILL- 
MORE, CUSHING, JONES of Maryland, BLADE, and 

“a. When Mr. WISE had concluded 

The CHAIRMAN gave the floor to > 

Mr, BULLER of South Carolina, who yielded to a motion (the 
hour being late) that the committee rise. 

Which motion prevailing, the committee rose and reporied 
progress. 

r, JOSEPH R., INGERSOLL asked leave to present (as 
the Reporter understood) a resolution fiom the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, 

Ohjected to. 

Mr. FILLMORE asked leave to move the printing of an ex- 
tra number of a document. 

Odjected to. 

The House adjourned. 


On yemerday, reports of committees having been called for 
commencing where the call was suspended on a former day— 

Mr. MOORE, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, 
reported the following bills, viz: 

. Abill toconfirm James Journey in his claim to a tractof 
land, anda billto confirm Elizabeth Burriss, her heirs or as- 
signs, in their claims to a tractof land. 

Mr. STUART of Ilinois, from the Committee on Public 
Pz penaitn ees, madea report in relation tothe establishment 
and maintenance, under the authority of Carey a. Harris, 
while Commissioner of Indian Affairs, of depots in Ar- 
kans for the subsistence of emigrating Chickasaw and other 

ndians. 
~ Also, from the same committee, a report on the defalcation 
of Captain R. D. C. Collins, late a disbursing officer in the mili- 
tary establishment of the United States, 

_ Mr. CROSS, from the select committee to which was referred 
‘the memorial of Capt. H. M Shreve, madea report thereon, 
accompanied by a bill for his relief, and to authorize the pur ~ 
chase of his, patent for the snag boat, 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON, from the Committee on. Public 
Lands, to which was referred the bill from the Senate entitled 
“Anact for the relief of certain settlers on the public lands who 
were deprived of the benefits of the act gianting pre-emption 
rights, which was approved the 19th of June, 1634,” made a 
report thereon, recommending that the biil do not pass, on the 
ground that the committee have inciuded its provisions, by 
way of amendment, inthe bill from the Senate No. 70. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was referred t' e 
pill from the Senate, entitled ‘An act in relation to donations of 
Jands to certain persons in the State of Arkansas,” made a re- 
port as in the former case. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was referred the 
bill from the Senate No. 70, entitled “An act for the relief of 
sundry citizens of Arkansas who lost. their improvements in 
consequence of a treaty between the United States andthe Choc- 
taw Indians,” reported the same with amendments. 

Mr. DEBERRY, from the Committee on Azricniture, made 
an unfavorable report on the petition of Joseph L. Smith and 
others, for the establishment of a Department of Agriculture 
and Education. 

Mr. COOPER of Pennsylvania, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, reported a bill authorizing persons to whom reser- 
vations of land have been or shall be made, under Indian 
treaties, to alienate the same in fee, accompanied by a report. 

Also, from the same committee, a bill to repeal so much of 
the act making an appropriation for the temporary support of 
certain destitute Kickapoo Indiaus, as relates to the payment 
of the clerks charged with the business of the Chickasaw 
Indians. : 

Mr. CARUTHERS, fromthe same committee, made a re- 
port in the case of James C. Watson, accompanied bya bill 
for his relief. 


Mr. SYANLY, from the Committee on Military Affairs, te- . 
ported a bill making appropriations for the commencement of - 


certain fortifications, and for repairs of old works, and for mili-, 
tary surveys. 
Also, from the same committee, a bill for the organization of 
a company of sappers, miners, and pontoniers, accompanied 
by a report. ` 
Mr, GOGGIN, from the Committee on Military Affairs, 
made an adverse report upon the memorial of citizens of Jef- 


a 


ferson and Loudoun counties, in Virginia, remonstrating against 
the appointment of officers of the army as superintendents of 
the armoty at Harper’s Ferry. : E ý 

Mr. W. O. BUTLER, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the bill from the Senate, entitled “An act for the 
relief of certain companies of Missouri volunteers, commanded 
by Captains Stevenson, Pollard, Leonce, Atchison, and Craw- 
ford, reported thesame with an amendment. 

Mr. KEIM, from the Committee on the Militia, made an ad- 
Verse report upon the memorial of officersattached to the mili- 
tia of the city of Baltimore for aid in furnishing themselves with 
camp equipage for the military encampment to be held in the 
vicinity of Baltimore. 

Mr. CALHOUN, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, re- 
ported a bill to amend and consolidate the several acts concern- 
ing navy pensions, and for other purposes. A 

Also, from the same committee, reported the following reso- 
lution, which was agreed to: 

Resolved. That the Secretary of the Navy cause to be laid 
before this House the names of all pensioners under the act of 
34 March, 1637, together with the aggregate amount each has 
received up tothe fitrat day of January last. 

Also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
petition of the widows C, Fisher, E. Dobson, Mary Burdett, Ma- 
ry Conklin, Mary Eliiott, and also petitions of John Edwards, 
Benjamin Upton, and Benjamin K. Churchill, made an adverse 
report thereon. 

Algo, from the same committee, reported the following bills: 
A bill for the relief of Wm. Allen; of Lioyd J. Bryan; of Nan- 
cy Tompkins; of Lieut. Benjamin J. Totten; of Mary Craw: 
ford; granting to James Lowe $1,000 and a section of land. 

Also, from the same committee, to which wae referred the 
petition of John Van Dyke, reported the following resolution, 
which was agreed to; 

Resolved, That the petition of John Yan Dyke be referred to 
the Secretary of the Navy, to report to this House whether any 
and whatsum is due to the heirs of Henry Van Dyke, a Jieute- 
nanton board of the United States frigate Constellation in the 
year 1799. on account of prizes captured by that frigate and 
brought into Hampton. Roads on the 19th of May, 1799. 

Also, from the same committee to which was referred the pe- 


t titions of Elizabeth May, Gratia Ray, Mary L. Babbit, the widow 


of Commodvie Joshua Barney, Eleazer O'Donnell, Sarah An- 
drews, Elizabeth Sweatt. daughter of Benjamin Rickards, Mary 
and Philemon Noble, Maria Ridgway, and U. Hanecomb, 
James Ware, John Montgomery, Wim. Austin, Empson Hamil- 
ton, and Josiah Sturges and others, officers and seamen, of the 
United States revenue cutter Hamilton, made an adverse report 
thereon. 

Mr. GRAHAM, from the same committee, reported a bill to, 
protect the live oak and other timber on the public lands from 
trespass and waste. a 

Mr. J. Q. ADAMS, from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
to which was referred the bill from the Senate entitled “An act 
for the relief of the legal representatives of Aaron Vail, de- 
ceased, late Consul at L’Orient,” reported the same without 
amendment. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was referred the 
petition cf Abigail Dumas, widow of John F. Dumas, deceased, 
made an adverse report thereon. 


Mr: SNEPPERD, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the bill from the renate entitled “An act to authorize 
the payment of equitable commissions to the agents or attorneys 
of persons in whose favor awards have been made under three 
several treaties between the United States aud certain foreign 
powers, which awards have been retained in the Treasury in 
payment ofdebts due to the United Ñiates, reported the same 
with an amendment. 


Mr. GATES, from the Committee on the Territories, to 
which was referred the preamble and resolutions of the Legis- 
lative Council of the ‘territory of Florida, and also a petition 
of citizens of the same Territory, praying for an appropriation 
for the construction of a bridge across the Chattahatchee river, 
and to epen a road from Brighvs old ferry to Almarante, made 
an adverse report thereon. 


Mr. TALIAFERRO, from the Committee on Revolutionary 
Peusions, to which was referred the dill from the Senate en- 
titled “An act in favor of Mary Snuw,” repoited the same with- 
out amendment. 

Also, irom the same committee, reported the following bills, 
viz: A bill for the reliefof Leah Turner, of Ruth Mathiot, and 
of Joseph Parker; accompanied by a report in each case. 

Mr. MATINOT, from the same committee, reported the 
following hills, viz. A bill for the relief of Carter B. Chandler; 
of Henry Freeman; of Sarah White; of Nancy Byrd; of Alice 
Usher, and of Eve Vandenburg, accompanied by a report in 


accompanied by a report in each case. | 

Mr. SPRATSON, from.the Committee on JInvatid Pen- 
sions, made an adverse report upoa the petition of Lemuel 
Jackson. ; r 

Mr. RODNEY, from the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions, reported the following bills, viz. A bili for the rekef of 
Nancy Hambright, widow of Capt. John Hambright, deceased; 
of the widow of Terzah Hunt; accompanied by a reportin each 


case. 

Mr. GORDON, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
made adverse reports upon the peutions ef Frederick Dickson, 
Leonard Joines, Isaac D. Saunders, Henry James, Taaac Boyd, 
Wm. R. Jsynes, Robert Marshall, Jimes Maines, Lewis Gor- 
don, Chauncey G. Storm, John Cooper, Horace B. Abbey, and 
March Farrington. 

Mr. AYCRIGS&, from the same committee, made an adverse 
report upon the petition of John W. Cox. 

Mr. BAKER, from th? same committee, made a report up- 
on the petition of Joseph Watson, accampanied by a dill for his 
relief. 

Also, from the same committee, made adverse reporta upon 
the petitions of Thos. Hngbart, Paiiip Lehr, Wm. Hughes, 
Wm. Richey, Samuel Griffiths, Berrah Wright, and Richard 


liver. 

Mr. MORRIS, from the same committee, made unfavorable 
reports upon the petitions of Benjamin Wood and Daniel Pen- 
hollaw. 

Mr. 1. D. JONES, from the same committee, made an adverse 
report upon the petition of Holley Guild. 

Mr. SANFORD, from the same committee, made a report 
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upon ths petition of Samuel Hogg, accompanicd by a bill for 
his relief. ` í $ : 

Mr. A. YOUNG; from.the same. committee, made adverse re 
Ports upon the petitions of Geo. Miller, John Rhea, Isaac Saw: 
yer, John Parrot, and Joseph Coberly. gi 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN, from the Committee on Roads and Ca- 
nals, reported a bill for repairs and improvements of certain 
roads and other highways in the Territory of Florida, accom- 
panied by a report, $ 5 

Mr. WM. B. CAMPBELL, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a bill for the payment of seven companies of 
Georgia militia, for services rendered in the years: 1840 and 
1841, accompanied by a report. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON, from the select committee to 
which was referredthe petition of D. W. Haley, made a report 
thereon, accompanied bya bill for his relief, 

Mr. STEENROD, from the Committee on Commerce, re: 
ported a bill appropriations for certain roade, and for the survey 
of a canal route in the Territory of Iowa. 

-Mr. HALSTED, from the Committee of Elections, to which 
was referred the bill regulating the taking of testimony in cases 
of contested elections, reported an amendatory bill ow that sub- 
ject. 

Mr. LANE, from the Committee on Roads and Canals, re- 
porteda bill making appropriations for the improvement of 
certain roads and rivets in the Territory of Wisconsin, 

Mr. SUMMERS, from the Committee for the District of Co- 
lurnbia, reported a bill to incorporate a society in the District of 
Columbia by the nameof the National Institution for the Pro- 
motion of Science. 


Mr. REYNOLDS, from.the Select Committee to which was 
referred the petition of citizens of Jackson county, in the State 
of Illinois, praying that certain inundated lands lying insaid 
county, and belonging in the United States, may be granted to 
said county, made a report thereon, acompanied by a vill fa- 
vorable to the object prayed for. * 

Mr. JOSEPH R. INGERSOLL, from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, made an adverse report upon the petition of 
George Canin. 

Mr. COWEN, from the Commitee of Claims, to which were 
referred Senats bills of the following tides, viz: “An act for the 
relief of Ephraim Sprague,” and “an act authorizing the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to audit and settle the accounts bes 
tween the United States and David Gelston, formerly collector 
of the port of New York,” reported the same without amend 
ment. 

Also, from the same committee, ta which had been referred 
Senate bills ofthe following tides, viz: “An act for the relief of 
George W, Paschal,” and “Act for the relief of Hesekiah L. 
Thrisue,”’ reported the same withan amendment. 

Also, from thesame committee, reported the following bills, 
viz: A bill for the relief of the heirsof Robert Fulton; for 
the relief of Allen Rogers, accompanied by a report in each 
case. . : 

Also, from the same committee, an adverse report upon the 
case of the heirs of John Hansebrough. 

Mr. BUBARD, from the minority of the Committee of C'aima 
on the case of the heirs of John Hansbrough, submiuieda paper 
containing their views of said claim, 

Mr. COWEN, from the same committee, made adverse re- 
ports upon the petitions of Charles Howe, James Harrison, Ann 
Maria B. Chew, Vincent J. S:rickland, Ephraim. Sprague, 
Patrick Smith, Allen Gorham, John Laub, Anthony Murray 
Alexander N. Saunders, Thomes B. Lee, H. Cheatham, an 
Abraham Cox. . 

Mr COWEN, from the same committee, to which was reler- 
red the bill from the Senate, entitled "An act for the relief of 
Capt. J. Throckmorton,” made a report reeemmending that the 
bili do not pass. 

Mr: HUBARD, from the same committee, made a report 
upon the petition of W, G. Saunders, accompanied by a bill for 
his relief. 

Mr. ALLEN, from the Committee on Commerce, to which 
was referred the petition of 8, Nickerson and others, reported 
a bill for the relief of the owners and crew of the schooner Mars 
tha, accompanied by a report. — i : 

Also, from the same committee, to which was referred the 
petition of George Dyer, jr. and o.hers, reported a bill for the 
relief of the owners of the schooner Three Brothers, accompa: 
nien by a report. i ` 

Mr. CASLY, from the Committee on the Public Lands, to 
which was referred the bill from the Senate entitled “an act to 
modify the pre emption laws, and for other Purposes,” reported, 
the same without amendment. 

Mr. BREWSTER, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the bill from the Senate, ertitled “An act for 
the relief of Thomas M. Isett,” reported the same without 
amendment. eh Cas 

Mr. SUMMERS, from the Committee for the District of Cos 
lumbia, to which was referred a petition of the citizens of Alex- 
andria. made a report thereon, accompanied by a bill requiring 
one ofthe Judges of the Circuit Court ofthe District of Colums 
bia hereafter to reside in the town of Alexandria, 

Mr. POWELL, from the same committee, to which Was ree 
ferred the petition of the heirs of Simon Sanders and the heirs 
of John Dulin, made a report thereon, accompanied by a bill ta 
provide in certain cases for the sale of the real estate of infants 
within the Hisiriet of Columbia, : v 

Mr. BARNARD, from the Committee on the Judiciary, re 
ported a bill in relation to compensation to the clerks and attor- 
neya of the courts of the United States and the marshal for the 
District of Columbia, : 

‘Also. fram the same committee, made a report upen the 
petition of Gorham A. Worth, one of the sureties of Samuel 
Edmonds, deceased, accom panied by a bill for his relief. | 

Mr PEARCE, from the same committee, reported a bill to 
regulate legal proceedings, and to provide for the more speedy 
tria} of caus sin the circuit court of the United States for the 

istrict of Missouri. i 
di mio | from the same committee, to which had been referred 
the petition of the heirs of Major General Alexander Macomb, 

I the executors of the estate of James Roddy, deceased, mada 
aie yare thereon, accompanied by a bill for the reliefof the su- 
“eties of Samuel Champlin, formerly a paymaster in the army 

ited States. x 
OMe cr IN GERSOLL, from the same committee, towhich 
was referred the petition of John Rowlett, made an adverse re- 
Pott ee, GOODE, from the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims, to which was referred the petition of the heits of Capt, 
Thomas Parke, made an unfavorable report thereon, 
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Tee e a a a Tao er a 
. Mr. WASHINGTON, from the same committee, made an un: 


favorable :eport on the petition of Elizabeth Pierce, widow of 
Riephen Piece. ; os A 
tr. H. HALL, from the same committee, made adverse re- 
ports upon the petitions of De. Robert Goldsborough, heir of 
William Goldsborougb; of Ehzabeth P. Morris, heir of James 
Moneil; of John Wallace, heir of William Wallace; the heirs 
of Joha Robertson; of David Wright; the heirs of Alexander 
Lawson Smith; Elizabeth Palmer and Mary Whetmore, heirs 
of Jonathan Whetmore; the heirs of Michael Cryder; of Wil- 
lam Crecy; of Solomon L. Howes, heir of Abner Howes; of 
Samuel Cross; of Patrick Coyle, heir of James Coyle; and of 
Edward Holidayoke, son of DanielHolidayoke. 
On motion of Mr. J.C. CLARK, 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War be required to report 
© to this House the amount of money expended of the appropri: 
ation made for the erection of a light-house off Flynn’s Kaot; 
for whatexpended, giving the items of expenditure, and the 
present state and condition of the work. ` 
[The House then proceeded to other business, as published 
yete duy.J 


: IN SENATE. 

7 THourspay, April 14, 1842. 

Mr. BARROW presented the credentials of his colleague, 
CnarLes M. Conran, Senator-elect from Louisiana, to supply 
the vacancy occasioned by the resignation of the Ifon. 
ALEXANDER MOUTON. . g 

‘she credentials having been read, ; 

Mr. CONRAD appeared, was qualified, and took his seat, 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate a mes: 
sage from the President of the United Staves, covering a report 
containing information touching the demarcation of the boun- 
dary line between the United States and the Republic of Texas; 
communicated in compliance with the resolution of the Senate 
of 2d February, 1842. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, ordered to be printed, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

‘Also laid before the Senate a message from the President of 
the United States, communicating a report from the Secretary 
of State, in compliance with a resolution of the Senate of 24th 
July last, containing correspondence from our diplomatic agent 
atthe Court of Austria, giving information of the state of the 

“commercial intercourse of the United States with that country. 

On motion of Mr, SEVIER, ordered to be printed, and He on 
the table. : 

On motion of Mr. SMITH of Indiana, the President pro tem. 
was empowered to fill a vacancy in the Committee on Public 
Lands, occasioned by the resignation of the Hon. SAMUEL 
Prentiss, 

Mr. YOUNG presented a memorial and proceedings of a pub- 
lic meeting held in La Salle country, Mlinois, in favor of a new 
grant of land by Congress to aid in completing the Tinois and 
Michigan canai’ referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Also presented a memorial from citizens of Quincy, Mlinois, 
calling upon Congress to passa resolution authorizing the Se- 
cretary of the Navy to test the efficacy of the invention of Uriah 
Brown tora fire ship, for harbor defence: referred tothe Com- 
mittee on Naval Aftairs. 

Mr. WRIGITT, (rain the Committec on Claims, to which had 
been referred Mousebill for the relief of John E. Alexander, re- 

„ported the same bagk, with a recommendation that it do pass. 
ban TONNAGE FREIGUTS, AND COMMERCE. 

The following resolution, submitted by Mr. Woopsury on 
the 20ur March, came up for consideration; viz: 

Reégolved, That the Committee oa Commerce inquire into 
the state of our (dnnage, freights, and commerce with foreign 
powers; and report whether it is prosperous or otherwise uuder 
the existing arrgngement by treaties or laws in relation thereto. 
And also:.whether the regulations by other Governments are 
equal and in cénformity to the spirit of those arrangements, and 
if not so, what measures are proper to insure reciprocity. 

Mr. WOODBURY observed, that when this subject came up 
before, he had requested its postponement, lest the discussion 
which might arise, should interfere with pressing business 
then in progress. Ay the resolution was now called up again in 
ita regular order, and he knew of no pending business to inter: 
yupt it, he would make a few remarks in explanation of the 
object he had in view. 

Mr. W. then eatered into a historical sketch of the treaties 
heretofore existing with England and the other powes of Eu. 
rope, in order to show that the reciprocal arrangements had 
been made by our most distinguished statesmen at Ghent, and 
since. Andheshowed that the petitioners complained as to 
colonial artangoment justly; not so much of the arrrangements 
themseives, as that arrangements of reciprocal commerce in 
respect to the British colonies, in particular, were, on their 
side, unfairly carried into effect. The system was, In itself, not 
wrong, but the glory of the country; and had in general work d 

well, in spite of the infractions of is spirit, It was not to be 
considered merely asa question of tonnage; it should be viewed 
as a question of commerce, in which the whole of the United 
States were deeply interested. The mere question of tonnage 
was important to the Bast; but it was only a portion of the sub. 
ject, as connected with the whole country, | He had constructed 
tables, divided into three periods, with a view of showiug, first, 
the tonnage owned distinctly from the tonnage entered and clear- 
ed. In October, 1830, the colonial arrangement went into effect. 
Tle took the commercial year which ended a few days be- 
fore the arrangement went into force. He then showed how 
we were then—how ten years before, and how ten years after. 
In 1820, the tonnage owned, by the United States wis 1,<80,165 
tons. In 1830, afer the period of a high tariff occurred, the 
tonnage was 1,191,776 tons, showing a reduction of near a bun- 
dred thousand tons, notwithstanding that, and a National Bank 
and Monroe and Adams’s administration. In 1840, it was 2.180.764 
tona,showing an increase of near a miljon: though halfofour ar- 
ticles had been free since 1933, and the rest under a falling tarit, 
thouzh the United States Bank had ceased, and the Administra- 
tion was Democratic. 

This may have happened in part from other causes. Ife was 
not accounting for it; Le left that to the committee to Invest.gate 
fully. 

The registered tonnage alone, from 1820 to 1930, fell of un- 
der no colonial arrangement. but the high tariff, over forty thou- 
sand tons: in the next ten years the increase of it was over 

. 300,000 tos, notwithstanding a descending tariff and imports 
halt free for seven years, no United States Bank, and above all, 
‘Whe tojonial arrangement. 

Ja Maine, also, under the period of the downfall of the Bank, 
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the reduction of the tariff, and alleged misrule of the Jate Ad- 
ministration, the tonnage increased near 120 000 tons, or till it 
neatly doubled that of the preceding ten years, while from 1820 
to 1830 it increased only about 40,000 tons, - It has been said 
lately in the Senate that the tonnage of Massachusetts, as well 
as of Maine, bad fallen off; but he showed from the tables that 
jn beth States the tonnage had not only vastly increased within 
the ten years from*l$30to 1840, bat aiso the ship building. So 
remarkable was the increase of ship building m Maine within 
that peried, that it had risen, between 1830 and 1840, 
from twelve to one hundred and six vessels, as large as 
ships and ‘brigs; or, in 1840, more than haJf the number 
of vessels of that size built in the whole of the United States in 
1830. And these were vessels not merely of a hundred cr a 
hundred and fifty tons, but of two or three hundred, in some 
cases six hundred tons, in others, and in one case lately, even 
reaching to twelve hundred tor.s—a man of war in size. He 
then went into a separate mquiry, and showed the difference 
between tonnage Clearing to foreign ports and the amount we 
owned, which was registered for foreign trade. | It might 
clear twice or twenty times in one year, or only once in two or 
three years, Inthe tables of tonnage, gross errors occurred, 
without noticing this distinction The tables showed ship- 
ments and reshipmments, and the tonnage of repeated short voy- 
ages by the same vessels in the same year and not the quantity 
actually owned engaged in foreign trade. And the great fallacy 
consisted in counting the tonnage of the tables as the quantity 
of tonnage owned, as well asin supposing that the tonnage en- 
tering and clearing might not be much oftener in a year and 
look larger thus on one side than cn the other, when the quan- 
tity really employed on the Jatter side was the largest. Next 
he showed how unreasonable it was to expect that the United 
States should own the tonnage or carrying trade of the whole 
world. All that we might get in general was abroad, and we 
at peace as formerly. But now practically all that could be 
hoped for wasa fail competition andsuch advantages as could 
be gained from superior skill, accommodation and energy in 
competition with the vessels of less favored nations. These 
yery elements had already enabled this country to obtain a 
greater portion of the carrying trade on the high seas to 
and from this country than England, but actually 
greater, more than double, all the rest of the world 
with us put together. Was not this enough to silence 
all complaint on that head? He entered into many details to 
show this, A good deal had been said erroneously that the fo 
reign tonnage in the Southern ports of the United States, ex- 
ceeded the heme tonnage. This he proved not only to be incor- 
rect, but the reverse of the fact; the home tonnage being now 
actually three times that of foreign tonnage in the ports of Sa- 
vannah, Charleston, Mobile, and New Orlean united. This dif- 
ference in favot of American tonnage, had increased from 1830 
to 1830, near one-third of a milion of tons inthat ten years. 
He gave numerous statistics on this, as to Massachusetts and 
Maine, as weil as the South, which we cannot repeat here, 


The tonnage of England in her colonial possessions in North 
America, trading with us on the North tand Northeast, is swell- 
ed by short voyages on the St. Lawrence and the Lakes, where 
she has twenty steam boats for the five owned by the United 
States, and their wips are soahort and often repeated with but 
little freight, tbat the quantity of tonnage which they show in 
the tables, is from twenty to thirty times counted over in a year 
by this repetition. Such in fact isthe way in which the ap- 
parent great tonnage of the English colonies, trading with us, 
can be proved to be fallacious, notwithsianding allthat Mr. Al- 
lison and others have said on tiis subject. He showed 
very clearly how deceptive was this mode of calculating the 
British colonial tonnage in wade with us. He next showed 
that, even by the British tables, it could be proved that the car- 
rying trade of the United States with Engiaod alone, since 1815, 
had reached over three hundred and eighty-eight thousand tons, 
while that of England proper had only reached one hundred 
and ninety-two thousand tons anda fraction, But there was a 
real increase of Americanover British tonnage inthe trade to 
the Weat India Islands, much beyond any loss of oursto and 
with the neutral islands before and since 1830. Next, he showed, 
that the apparent increase of British tonnage to other quarters, 
was not real, being merely the result of reshipmeits and re-en- 
tries—-retouching at different ports in the same voyage. He 
went nextto the progress of our commerce since this colonial 
arrangement. Thus all the exports of the United States in 1820 
were sixty-nine millions and a fraction; in 1880, seventy-three 
millions—an increase of only four millions—in 1840, one hun- 
dred and thirty-two miltions—an excess of near sixty millions in- 
stead of only four or five. The exports to England, Scotland, 
and Ireland, of domestic origin, were, tn 1820, twenty-eight mil- 
licns;*th 1930, over thirty-one millions; and, in 1840, over seventy 
millions. He showed that there was a great fallacy, also, in 
supposing England did not take the bread stuffs of the United 
States in exchange for imports; because an immense quantity 
2f bread-stufizfrom the United States go into the British colo- 
nies, and thence get into England in spite of British corn laws, 
and ata lowerdaty. This he proved by facts, showing the vast 
increase of the exports of bread-stuffsinto the British colonies. 
These bread-stuTs fed the armies, navies, provinces, and then 
some of the starving population of Ergland athome; and being 
so essential for these purposes, their acquisition would be con- 
trived or claimed in spite of corn laws, through the colonies. 

Thus in 1820, we exported to Great Britain and her depen- 
dencies, of bread stuffs, including four, wheat. Indian corn, and 
meal, about one and a quarter millions; in 1830, quite four and 


three-fourths of our whole exports in bread stuffs to the whole 
world Why, sir, whatever Sir Robert Pee] may suppose or 
others in recent debates, we exported to the Bridsh North Ame- 
rican colonies in 1820 only half a million in breadstuffS, not ane 
miition in 1830, but threeand a third millions in 1840. Beside this, 
we send to her West Indies alone over one and three-fourth 
miilions in the same articles. 

Ife next showed that the domestic exports of Maine had 
fallen from 1820 to 1850, but had increased from 1830 to 1840, 


domestic origin fallen from 1820 to 1830, but increased fram 
1830 to 1830, near two millions. So those of the four great 
Souvhern ports had increased thirty-four millions since 1530, and 
only six millions in the previous ten years. 

He noxttook separate articies of imporis, such as silks and 
coffee. tcasand wines, and showed the falling off between 1820 
and 1830, and the vast increase between 1830 and 1840, after they 
became free, or nearly so, proving the effectsof the vivifying 
influenceof the free trade principle. Even the imports from 
China bad been doubled in the period from 1830 to 1840, from 


a half millions; in 1840, even nineand one-third millions, or 


h of a mion. So bad Massachusetts in her exports of 


sts 


three. millions and a fraction to six millions and a fraction; 
while from 1820 to 1830, the increase was trifing. He next 
went into similar comparisons with Brazil and France, from 
which our free articles mostly come. He next went to the topic 
of freights. He showed the carrying tradein American booms 
had increased near sixty-nibe millions in the ten years, from 
1830 to 1840, while they had falicn off eight millions in the pres 
vious ten years. He showed that American bottoms carried 
above four times more of the imports and exports of tke 
United States to Great Britain and her dependencies than the 
bottoms of England, and all the rest of the world put to- 
gether. This he proved from the official tables. Into her 
own American colonies England carried only one million and a 
fraction in 1840, while American bottoms carried into the same 
colonies four millions and a fraction. He showed the carrying 
trade of Maine and Massachusetts with the British colonies, 
proving the vast increase in the latter period of ten years; an 

so of the four great Southern ports. We most onrit any further 
details till the speech is published in full. i 

Mr. EVANS did not know that any great good could result 
from discussing this subject through ail the topics introduced 
into it by the Senator from New Ham pshire; TheSenator had 
made several allusions to the State of Maine as to the unrea- 
sonableness of the complaints which the people of that State 
have been for years addressing to Congress in relation te this 
colonial arrangement. He would undertake to show whether 
there was any fairness in the arrangement at all, and if there 
was none, he would undertake to stow who was accountable 
forthe arrangement. He believed it was an arrangement made 
by Great Britain entirely for herself, I, was, however, evident 
that the speech of the Senator from New Iampshire, embrace 
ing so many details of statemcnts and figures, would require 
some consideration, and his tables would require investigation; 
he would wish to have a litile time before the resolution is re- 
ferred to the committee; he would, therefore, propose to lay it 
over for a few days, to be calledup again for consideration. 

Mr. WOODBURY had no objection to the postponement re- 
quired. Je and his constituents thought the British colonial 
arrangement was not fairly add equally enforced on their part, 
but he believed the principle of it was good. 

Mr, HUNTINGTON made some observations witha view of 

calling the attention’ of the Senator from New Hampshire to 
some paruculars which he had not touched upon, so that when 
the subject came up again, ke might offer such explanation aa 
he should think called for. 
-© He asked was it nota fact that British vessels, by a cireui- 
tous voyage, monopolized alarge portion of the carrying trade 
of American products: for instance, a British vessel is loaded 
with American produce in New York, for Halifax; where it 
becomes naturalized, and may be exported thence in the same 
British vessel to the West Indies, and there entered duty free? 
He next contrasted the tonnage of British vessels from the 
United States, at certain periods, with American tonnage from 
the same ports; with a view cf showing that the free trade 
principle threw the carrying trade into the hands of British 
ship owners. 

Mr. WOODBURY observed that the Senator from Connecti» 
cut was mistaken in his conception of the object in view on this 
motion: the resolution was merely one of inquiry and reference 
to the committee for investigation. 

Mr. SIMMONS wished to say a word or two as to the basis 
ofthe argument brought forward by the Senatcr from New 
Ilampshire. It was, that the period from 1820 to 1830 was a 
high tariff period; and the period from 1830 to 1840 was a free 
duty period. Now he would ask the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire lo say candidly if he could put it to the country, that the 
tarif ofthe period from K 20 to 1830 was as high as the tariff 
from 1830 to 1840? He could give the Senator the rates of duties 
from 1830 to 1840 showing that the duty for the first four years 
was fifty per cent. and biennially a reduction of one-tenth, 
making the average of the ten years, forty-six and six-tenths 
per cent. How could the Senator call this a free trade period? 
Was it not a period when the labor of the country and home in- 
dustry were strictly protected? He wished to make this state- 
ment to correct an impression which had gone abroad that this 
wasa free trade period. He insisted that jt was this strict pro- 
tection of American industry, which had swelled up the exports 
of the Southern States, and not the imaginary free trade of the 
Senator from New Hampshire, 

Mr. WOODBURY contended that the Senator had committed 
a gross blunder in’ confounding the quantitiesand values of his 
tables. His calculations wore made on the values alone, and 
for three single years at proper distances of time, and covering 
and including the whole ten years in each term. Another mis- 
take of that Senator was in supposing he had based his argu- 
ment of free trade on averages of duties in periods often years. 
What he had done was merely to take the single years at the 
commencement of each period; for instance, he took the ton- 
nage of 1820, and the exports and imports of the same single 
year. The same was done with regard to 1830; and so with the 
single year of 1840. The year 1£20 wasa free trade yearcom- 
pared with 1830, but had a considerable tariff, like that of 1816. 
He farther explained the okject he had in taking these single 
years, as they were the only ones illustrating the return to peace 
—and the other arrangements as to colonial intercourse. 

ant a period in 1840, afier seven years of comparative free 
trade. 

Mr. SIMMONS observed that he had understood the Sena- 
tor’s calculations to be based on averages of periods of ten 
years. Butas it was the single year ofeach period he alluded to 
he complained that the Senator should select the years of com: 
mencing great changes instead of years in which a change of 
policy had been matured. The Senator had selected the. first 
year—the year of 1820, immediately after extraordinary de- 
pression, toshow how much had been the decrease between it 
anil 1839. He also complained of the other calculations made 
by the Senator from New Hampshire, 

Mr. WOODBURY objected to the Senator arguing a tariff 
question as an answer to his uments on the colonial treaty, 
The allusion to the tariff question was merely an incidental al- 
usion made to sustain the other. But the resolve related tothe 
colonial trade, and the reciprocity attempted under it. As that 
egan in 1830. we must start with 1830, and then compare it with 
the ten preceding years, and that, with the ten subsequent, and 
see what is the result. 
Mr. HUNTINGTON moved to lay the resolution on the ta- 
le. He would on another day call it up for further considera. 


tiun. 
Mr. WOODBURY bad no objection. , 
The resolution was accordingly laidon the table. X 
Mr. MANGUM quggested that the bills on the table should bg 
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disposed of before the appropriation bill comes. up, aud that 
immediately after the morning hour to-morrow, the Senate 
ought to go into Exesutive session, as there was business calling 
for consideration. ` 

Mr. LINN would prefer going into Executive session now, 
and having to-morrow to discuss his bill on the subject of the 
Oregon Territory, 

. Mr MANGUM had no objection to that arrangement. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON would, in that case, move to go into Ex- 
ecutive session. 

“Messrs, ARCUER, HENDERSON, and MOREIIEAD. se- 
vVerally expressed a wish that certain bills on which they desired 
immediate action, might be takea up. 

After some conversational discussion on that subject— 

On motion cf Mr. ARCHER, the bill for the relief of Aman- 
da M. James was taken up, as in committee of the whole, con- 
sidered, reported to the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading. 

_Mr- KING hoped the Senate would now proceed to the con- 
earner of the bills on the calendar, in their proper order ; 

ut, 

On motion of Mr. MANGUM, the Senate took up for conside- 
ration the bill for the relief of Capt. Isaac Hull; and after a few 
remarks explanatory ofthe merits ofthe case, in which Mesars. 
MANGUM, KING, and HUNTINGTON participated, it was 
reported to the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

Mr. MERRICK moved to postpone the previous orders of the 
day, with a view to take up the bill to au:horize the appoint- 
ment of a bpard of officers to prepare rules and regulations for 
the Government of the navy; but without taking the question, 

On motion of Mr. KING, the Senate proceeded to the consi- 
deration of Executive business, and, after some time spen- 
therein, adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


THURSDAY, April 14, 1842. 

Mr. BIDLACK presented four memorials from citizens of Co- 
Jumbia county, Pennsylvania, in favor of protection to produc- 
tive labor, by a revision of the tariff, and one from citizens of 
Luzerne county ofsimilar import. 

Mr. HOUSTON obtained permission to withiraw the pa- 
pers of John Kane from the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

The SPEAKER announced the unfinished business to be 
the motion submitted last evening by Mr. Finumoegs, to print 
6:000 exire copies of the bili and report on the subject of the 
tariff, 

Mr. WELLER objected to any business being proceeded in 
until it was ascertained that a quoram was present. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved the previous question on his motion, 
and asked the yeas and nay on the main question. 
t2Mr. HOPKINS rose (as the Reporter understood) to make a 
similar motion, with a view to bring a quorum? ~ 

Mr. AARON V. BROWN inquired of Mr, Ficumore how 
many copies had been already printed? 

Mr. FILLMORE! replied, five thousand. 

Mr. WARREN suggested that, when Mr. Finumorz had 
subruitted his motion” last evening, he (Mr. W.) had risen 

: and distinctly objected. That objection he had never with- 

rawn.. X 

‘The SPEAKER said the objection now came too late, the pre- 
. vious question having been called. 

Mr. CARUTHERS inquired whether the motion included the 
minority report? 

Mr. MORGAN said it included both. 

And the question being taken on the demand for the previous 
question, there was a second. 

And the main question (being on the motion of Mr. FILLMORẸ) 
was ordered to be now taken, 

The yeas and nays were ordered on the main question; and, 
being taken, were—y eas €3, nays 53. 

So the motion to print was agreed to. 

THE LOAN BILE. 

A message was received from the Senate, by A. Dickens, 
esq. Secretary, informing the [House of the passage of certain 
bills, one of which was the Loan bill; the latter with an 
amendment, in which the concurrence of this louse was 


asked, 
GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. FILLMORRE rose ansaid, that it was now something 
more than two months since the bill now under consideration 
in Committee of the Whole on the slate of the Union was taken 
up; all of which time (with the exception of about two weeks) 
had been voted to its discussion, Itseemed to be necessary, in 
view of the pressing necessity of action on other appropriation 

bills, that a time should be designated within which -lebate òn 

the bill should cease. He had hoped that this subject could 
have been accompl'shed withthe adoption of a resolution tak- 
ing the bill outof committee; but from the course the debate 
had taken, he now despaired of it. He, therefore, rose to sub- 
mit a resolution for the purpose of terminating the debate on 
Saturday at 12 o'clock, in the hope that the bill might be pass- 
ed toa third reading on thatday, — 

Andhe moved the previous @estion. 

The resolution was read as follows: 

Resolved, That al] debate upon the bill of this House, No. 
74, which waa taken up in Committee of the Whole House 
on the state of the Union on the 8ih day of February last, shall 
cease in said committee on Saturday next at 120’clock meri- 
dian, and the committee shall proceed to vote on all amend. 
ments pending or that may be effered to said bill, and then re- 
port the said bill and ali amendments which may have been 
agreed to by the House, unless the same shall be sooner report- 
edto the House. 

i Mr. ANDREWS, of Kentucky, appealed to Mr. FILLMORE 
to withdraw the motion for the previous question, to enable 
him (Mr. A.) to propose an amendment, ; uae 

Mr. FILLMORS was understood to express his willing- 
ness to do so, provided the gentleman would renew the mo- 
tion. 

Mr. ANDREWS then moved to amend the resolution by 
striking out the works “Saturday, af 12 o’elock,”* and inserting 
“this day, at 4 o'clock.” N 

Mr. ADAMS hoped, he was understood to say, that no earlier 
time than that named in the resolution would be fixed upon. 
Topics had been introduced on the particular amendment now 
under discussion, and an exposition had been made yesterday 
which he thought rendered it indispensable that the subject 
should be fully and thoroughly discussed; and he didnot think 
it possible that it could be discussed before the time specified 
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by -the chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means. The 
matter was not to be passed over in the form in which it now 
stood; and, after what had been said in this House yesterday, 
the power of reply was notio be denied. 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky was understood to refer to the 
fact that to-morrow and Saturday were the days devoted by the 
rules to the consideration of private bills, and to say, that as 
Friday and Saturday of the last week had unfortunately been 
Jostto that interest, he (Mr. A.) was unwilling again to see it 
secaside. As (othe debate which was pending in committee on 
the proposition to strike out the mission to Mexico, he thought 
it unprofitable and useless, and he regretted that it hadbeen in- 
troduced. ` 

He renewed the motion for the previous question; 

And ihere was a second, 7 

And the main question was ordered to be taken. 

And the question was taken, firston the amendment of Mr. 
ANDREWS, and was deeided in the negative. 

So the amendmen: was rejecjed. 

_ And the question recurring on the adoption of the resolu- 
tion— 

Mr. GWIN asked the yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. WELLER suggested to Mr. FILLMORE to change the 
phrascology of his resolution. 

_ The resolution, as it now stood, would produce the impres- 
sion that the bill had been under consideration since- the 8th of 
February, when, in fact, it had been laid aside for three weeks 
in order to make way for the loan bill. 

Mr. STANLY called to order. 

The SPEAKER said discussion could not be entertained. 

Mr. WELLER hoped the genticman from New York [Mr. 
Fitimore] would accede to the suggestion. 

Mr. FILLMORE desired the Speaker to inform him what 
the gentleman from Ohio {Mr. WELLER) had said. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman suggests a change in the 
phraseology of the resolution. 

Mr. FILLMORE. I cannot hear a word thatis said, and I 
hope the question may be taken. 

And the question on the adoption of the resolution was then 
taken and decided in the affirmative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Landaf W. Andrews, Sherlock J. 
Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Bar- 
ton, Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, Borden, Botts, Briggs, Bronson, 
Calbouo, Thomas J, Cumpbell, Caruthers, Casey, Childs, 
Chittenden, John ©. Clark, James Cooper, Cowen, Cran- 
ston, Cravens, Cross, Cushing, G. Davis,Deberry, Everett, Fes- 
senden, Fillmore, Gamble, Gates, Gerry, Goggin, Patrick G. 
Goode, Graham, Granger, Habersham, Hall, Halsted, William 
S. Hastings, Henry, Howard, Iludson, Joseph R. Ingersoll, 
James Irvin, W. W. Irwin, James, Cave Johnson, Isaac D. 
Jones, John P. Kennedy, Lane, Samson Mason, Mathiot, 
Maxwell, Moore, Morgan. Morris, Morrow, Osborne, Ows- 
Jey, Pearce, Pendleton, Powell, Ramsey, Read, Ridgway, Wil- 
liam Russell, James M. Russell, Saltonstall, Shepperd, Tru- 
man Smith, Sollers, Stanly, Stokely, Siratton, A. IE H. Sm- 
art, J. 'T. Stuart, Summers, Taliaferro, J. B. Thompson, R. W. 
Thompson, ‘Tuland, Triplett, Wallace, Washington, Ed- 
ward D. White, Joseph L. White, T. W. Williams, James 
W. Williams, Christopher H Williams, J L. Williams, 
Winthrop, Yorke, Augustus Young. and Joh Young—100. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Arrington, Atherton, Beeson, Bid- 
lack, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Charles Brown, 
S. H. Buter, W. Butler, William O. Butler, Green W. 
Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, Cary, Chapman, Clifford, Clin- 
ton, Coles, Colquitt, R. Ð. Davis, Doan, Eastman, Egbert, Fer- 
ris, Floyd, Fornance, William O. Goode, Gordon, Gwin, John 
Hastings, Hays, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, Hunter, 
Charles J Ingersoll, Jack, Keim, Audrew Kennedy, Lewis, 
Linn, Littlefield, McKay, McKeon, Marchand, Mathews, Par- 
menter, Payne, Pickens, Profit, Reding, Rencher, Reynolds, 
Riggs, Rogers, Roosevelt, Sanford, Shiel’s, William Smith, 
Sprigg, Steenrod, Sumpter, Sweney, Jacoh Thompson, Tur- 
ney, Van Buren, Warren, Watterson, Weller, Westbrook, 
and Wise—73. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

THE LOAN RILL. , 


Mr. FILLMORE asked the general consdnt of the House to 
take up the loan bill, which (as stated) had been returned from 
the Senate with an amendment. 

Objections were made, and there woreseveral cries of “No, 

, f 
` i 

Mr. FILLMORE said, that so great was the importance of 
the passage of the bill, that he felt bound to niove a suspension 
of the rules for the purpose of taking it up. t The amendment 
of the Senate was rather verbal than involvigg any principle. 

Mr. ARNOLD said he had heard no objections to taking up 
the bill. 

The SPEAKER, Objections have been made in several 
parts of the Hall. 

Afiey a brief conversation between Mr. CAVE JOHNSON 
and the SPEAKER— i 

The question on the motion to suspend the rules was taken, 
and decided in the affirmative: Yeas 111, nays 38. 

So th- rules were suspended. 

The biil was then taken up, and the amendment of the Se- 
nate to the bili, as it passed the House, was read. 

The amendment proposes to strike out from the first line of 
the third section of the bil] allafter the word “enacied,” and to 
inseri the following: 

“That the Secretary ofthe Treasury be, and he is hereby, 
authorized to dispose ofthe stock hereby to be issued, or any 
part thereof, atits par value; but no part thereof shail be dis- 
posed of under par until the same has been advertised a rea- 
sonable time, and proposals for said Joan invited. And thesaid 
Secretary is hereby authorized to accept such proposals, if he 
deem it forthe interest of the United States so to de, as shall 
offer the bighest price for said steck, or any part thereof, or 
to appoint an agent or agents, as provided in the third section 
ofthe act, approved July 23, 184}, before recited, to negotiate 
the same: Provided, That no stock shall be disposed of at a 
lower rate than the highest price offered in said proposals.” 

Mr. CLIFFORD moved the following amendment to the 
amendment: 

Resolved, That the sale of the said stock, or any portion 
thereat, under this act, in any mode therein specified, shall not 
be ata rate of discount which will cause a loss to the United 
States trom the par value of the stock to exceed the sum of 
$300,000, cr at that rate of loss upon the whole amount of stock 
hereinafter authorized to be issued, to be calculated upon any 
portion at the time of sale.” 

Mr. Currrorp said that he was not disposed to detain the 


House longer than was necessary simply to explain the object 

of the amendment, AE aeg ea gos irai be er 

He desired to make one more effort to save at least a portion 
of the disgrace which would fall upon the country by this dill, 
and to save the country fromthe danger : of combinations 
among the bankers.and brokers for the purpose of depreciating 
the value ofthis steek. ae x a 

The amendment which had been offered gave sufficient lati- 
tude toensure the loan being takèn, and-he-: believed “that no 
possible injury could result from its adoption, but, on the con- 
trary, very great good. And he wanted to see how many 
members were willing to place their'names on the record, as 
authorizing the sacrifice of the treasüre of the country to a 
greater amount than three hundred thodsand dollars at a single 
vote, E : 

Mr. FILLMORE replied briefly to Mr, Crirrorn.. Me seid 
he could well conceive that there was some principle, or s¥P- 
posed principle of honor involved in fixinga Jimit in the first 
Instance to the sale of this stock in market under par; but 
when that point had been passed, he could not conceive the 
motive, when the credit of the. country was involved,-for fix- 
ing that limitat a certain per centum—which was, he believed, 
about five per cent. in the whole amount to be sold, If we 
were tosellthestock at all under par, it was in consequence 
of the necessity of raising money to meet the demande of credi- 
tors upon the Government; and whether the sacrifice to be 
made for the purpose of meeting our obligations should be 
five, ten, fifteen, or twenty per cent. he would never stop to 
calculate. He was willing to make whatever sacrifice was 
necessary to that end: and he trusted that, before this session 
of Congress should terminate, a revenue adequate to the just 
wants and purposes of the Government would be provided, so 
that we should never again be called upon to submit to such a 
state of things. 

One word in explanation of the amendment to the Senate 
It seemed tohave been supposed that there was sume ambi- 
guity in the third section of the bill as it passed this House. 
Some gentlemen supposed that the bill required the stock to be 
advertised, even although it could be soldat par. Such was 
not the intention of the Committeeof Ways and Means, nor 
was such the explanation given tothe section in this House- 
But, for the purpose of removing a supposed ambiguity, the 
words of the section had been changed so as to declare that the 
stock may be sold at par, without being advertised. 

It fhad ‘also been supposed that, as the bill went from this 
House, when the stock was advertised anda proposition was 
made to purchase it, the Secretary of the Treasury was bound 
to accept the proposition, whatever it might be This was 
clearly not the intention of the committee nor of the House. But 
toremove the supposed ambiguity, an express provision was 
introduced that the Secretary was not bound to accept the pro- 
position; that he might sell the stock at private sale, but not 
below that proposition, He (Mr. F.) could nat conceive that 
any objection could exist to the amendment. If these ambigei- 
ties did exist, it was proper they should be remedied; and the 
sole object of the amendment was to apply the remedy. Be 
could not consent that the time of the House should be further 
consumed; especially as a resoiution had been adapted limiting 
the discussion on the general appropriation bill. Jie woul 
therefore move the previous question on the bill, 

And there was a secend. è 

And the main question (being first on the amendment of Me, 
Cuirrorp) was ordered to be taken. 

Mr. CLIFFORD asked the yeas and nays on his amendment, 
which were ordered; and being taken, were as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, Bidlack, Black, Boyd, 
Aaron V. Brown, Charles Brown, Sampson IJ. Buver, Wm, 
O. Butler, Green W, Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, J: Camp. 
bell, Wm. B. Campbell, Carey, Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, 
Coles, Colquit, Mark A. Cooper, Cravens. Croes, Richard D. 
Davis, Dawson, Doan, Eastman, Egbert, J. G. Floyd, Gamble, 
Gates, Gerry, William O. Goode, Gordon, Gwin, Harris, Jobn 
Hastings, Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, 
Hunter, Chas. J. Ingersoll, Jack, Cave Johnson, Keim, An- 
drew Kennedy, Lewis, Littlefield, Abraham McClellan, Robort 
McClellan, McKay, McKeon, Marchand. J.. T. Mason, Ma- 
thews, Payne, Pickens, Read, Reding, Reynolds, Riggs, Ro- 
gers, Roosevelt, Sanford, Shields, William Smith, Snyder, 
Sprigg. Steenrod Sumter, Swevey, Jacob Thompson, Tur- 
ney, Van Buren, Watterson, Weller, Westbrook and Joseph 
L. White—86. 

NaAYS—~Messrs, Adams, Allen, Landaf W. Andrews, Sher- 
jock J. Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg. Baker, Barnard, Barton, 
Beeson, Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, Borden, Botts, Briggs, 
Bronson, William Butler, Calhoun, Thomas J. Campbell, Ca- 
ruthers, Casey, Childs, Chittenden, John ©. Clark, James 
Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Cushing, Garrett Davis, Deberry, 
Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, Gentry, Goggin, Graham, Gran- 
ger, Habersham, Hali, Halsted, William 8. Hastings, Henry! 
Howard, Hudson, J. R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, W. W. Irwint 
James, Isaac D, Jones, John P. Kennedy, Lane, Linn, Samson 
Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Moore, Morgan, Morris, 
Morrow, Osborne, Owsley, Parmenter, Pearce, Pendleton, 
Pope, Powell, Ramsay, Rencher, Ridgway, Wiliam Russell, 
James M. Russell, Saltonstall, Shepperd, Truman Smith, 
Sollers, Stanly, Stokely, Straton, A. H. H Stuart, J. T. Stuart, 
Summers, Taliaferro, J. B. Thompson, R. W. Thompson, 
Toland, Triplet, Trumbull, Wallace, Warren, Washington, 
Edward D. White, Thomas W. Williams, Joseph L. Wils 
liams, Christopher H. Williams, Winthrop, Wise, Yorke, Aus 
gustus Young and John Young—101. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The question wasthen taken on the amendment of the Se- 
nate, and it was concurred in. ` 

So thebill, as it finally passed the two Houses of Congress, 
waiting only the signature of the President to become a law, is 
in the following form: : 

AN ACT for the extension of the Ioan of eighteen hun 
dred and forty-one, and for an addition of five millions of 
dollars thereto; and for allowing interest on Treasury notes 
due. z 
Be it enacted, $c. That the time limited hy the first section 

of the act of Congress entitled “An act authorizing a loan, pot 
exceeding the sum of twelve millions of dollars,” approved Ju- 
ly twenty-first, eighteen hondred and forty-one, for obtaining 
said loan, shall be, aod ae same is hereby, extenied for one 
4 om the passage of thisacts~ 

ee Andhe iY further enacted, That so much of seid 

loan as may be obtained alter the passage of this act shall be 

made reimbursable, as shall be agecd upon and deter- 
mined at the time of issuing said stock, either at the will of the 

Secretary of the Treasury, after six moxths’ notice, or = 


any time notexceeding twenty years from the first day of Janu- 
ary next. ; is € 

Suc. 3. And be further enacted, That the certificates-here- 
after to be issued for said loan may, when required, be issued 
in such form as shall be prescribed by- the Secretary of the 
Treasury,so that the stock may be transferable by delivery of 
‘the certificate, instead of being assignable on the books of 

the Treasury. 3 h i 

Bec, 4. And beit further enatied, That the Secretary of 
the Treasury. be, and he is hereby, authorized to dispose of the 
stock hereafter to be issued, or any part thereof, at its par va- 
Jue, but no part theréof shall be disposed of under par until the 
sale has been advertised for a reasonable time, and proposals 
for subscription to said loan invited. And the said Secretary is 
hereby authorized to accept such proposals, ifhe deem it for 
the interest ofthe t nited States so to do, as shall offer the high- 
eat price for said stockor any part thereof; or to appoint an 
agent or agents, as provided in the third section of the act ap- 
proved July 21, 1841, before: recited to negotiate the same: 
Provided, That no stock shall be dispesed of at a lower rate 
than the bighest poss offered in said proposals. - 

_ Sc. 5. And be it further enacted, That the moneys aris- 
ing from duties on goods, wares, and merchandise which may 
be imported into the United States, or so much thereof as shail 
be equal to the payment, from time to time, of the interest, 
and to the ultimate redemption of the principal of said stock, 
be, and the same are hereby, pledgedfor the payment and re- 
demption ofthe stock hereafter to be issued under and by vir- 
tue of this act and the said act of July twenty-first, eighteen 
hundred and forty-one, hereby amended, and so much thereof 
as may be necessary to pay the interest on said stock, and re- 
deem the same when due, is hereby appropriated to that object, 
to be first applied by the Secretary oF the Treasury to such 
pay ments anu redemption. 
ec. 6. And be tt furtherenacted, That itshall be the duty 
of the Secretary of the Treasury to report to Congress, at the 
commencement of the next session, the amount of money bor- 
rowed under this act and the act hereby amended, and of whom 
and upon what terms it shall have been obtained, with an ab- 
stract or brief statement of all the proposals submitted for the 
same, distinguishing between those accepted and those. reject- 
ed; anda detailed statement of the expense of making such 
loans. 

Beo. 7. And be it further enacted, Thatall the provisions of 
the said act, not hereby modified or changed, shall be and re- 
main in force, and apply te this act. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the President of 
the United States is hereby authorized to borrow an additional 
sum, not exceeding the sum of five millions of dollars, if in his 
opinion the exigencies of the Government shall require the 
same; which additional loan shal! be made within the time and 
according tothe provisions of said act, as modified by this. 

Bgc. 9. And be it further enacted, That all ‘Treasury notes 
heretofore issued under the actentited “An act to authorize the 
issuing of Treasury notes,” approved the twelfth day of Octo- 
ber, eighteen hundred and thirty-seven, and the acts subsequent 
thereto, and now outstanding and unredeemed, or which may 
hereafter be issued under and by virtue of the same, shall, ifdue 
and unpaid before the fifth day of March, eighteen hundred and 
fo-ty-two, bear interest at the rate of six per cent. per annum 
from that day; and when they may become due hereafter, or 
may have become due since the said fifth of March, eighteen 
hundred and forty-two, shall bear interest from the day of their 
go becoming duo, at the rate of six percent. per annum, until 
they shall be respectively redeemed: Provided, That such 
interest shall cease at the expiration of sixty days’ notice, to 
be given at any time by the Secretary of the Treasury, in 
one or more of the principal papers published at the seat of 
Government, of a readiness to redeem the same. And the 
said interest shall be paid semi annually at the Treasury of 
the United States on the first days of January and July in every 


ear. 

4 Mr. KENNEDY, of Maryland, asked leave to offer a re- 
solution referring a subject to the Committee on Commerce, 
but withdrew the resolution, on the suggestion of Mr. Ay- 
eriae that the same subject had already been referred to a com- 
mittee. 


Mr. FILLMORE moved that the House resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. CUSHING requested Mr. Firtmorg to waive the motion 
to enable him (Mr. C.) to report a resolution from the Commit. 
tee on Foreign Affairs, simply with a view to a motion to lay on 
the table and print. 

Mr. FILLMORE said that he had no objection to waive the 
motion for the parpose indicated, 

BRITISH COLONIAL TRADE. 

Mr. CUSHING, from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, re- 
ported the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the President ofthe United States be, and 
he hereby is, requested to enter intonegetiations with the Bri- 
tish Government for the purpose of effecting a permanent, 
equitable and just conventional arrangement of the commerce 
between the United States and the British colonies of America. 

Mr. C, moved that the resolution and the report be printed 
for the use of the House, and that the consideration of the 
whole subjgct be postponed for a week. 

It was ordered accordingly g ~ 

Mr. ADAMS, adverting to the public importance of this re- 
port. moved the printing of 10,000 extra copies. 

Objections were made, 

The SPEAKER intimated to Mr. Apams that, objection 
being being made, the motion could not now be entertained. 

Mr. BRIGGS hoped, he said, that the motion would be en- 
tered on the journal. i 

Andit wasordered accordingly. 

Mr. HENRY of Pennsylvania, on leavegiven, presented the 
proceedings of a publi meeting of the citizensof Northamp- 
ton and Peters Township, Washington county, Pennsylva- 
nia, in favor of protecting domestic manufactures and home 
industry. f 

Mr. H. moved the printing of the proceedings. 

M-e WARREN objected. i 

The question recurring on the motion of Mr. FiLLMoRE that 
the House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, 

Mr. WILLIAM W. IRWIN asked Mr. F. to waive the mo- 
tion, to enable him (Mr. L) to present certain joint resolutions 
St ihe Leglelature of Pennsylvania, and to move that they be 

Tinted. 
p My. FILLMORE said he would be happy to do so; but that 
similar appeals came faom all sides of the House. $ 
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At a subsequent partof the diy, Mr. WM. W. IRWIN pre 
sented, under the rule of the 28th ulum9, the following resolu- 
tions: EEI ; 

Whereas the uninterrupted navigation of the Obio river at 
all seasons of the year is an object of the first importance to the 
commeree of the Western and Southwestern: States and of the 
nation, and deeply affecting the public works of Pennsylvauia, 
which have been constructed at an enormous cost to our CHi- 
zens; and whereas it is believed entirely practicable, by the re- 
moval of obstructions and clearing the channels of said river, 
to secure a safe, easy, and constant navigation for steamboats 
at all seasons when it is free from ice! and whereas the resources 
and constitutional resources of the General Government are 
fully adequate to the execution of a work of such great national 
importance: SAS 

Therefore, resolved by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylnania in Gene- 
ral Assembly met, That our Senatorsin Congress be instructed, 
and our Representatives requested, to use their utmost exer- 
tions to obtain an adequate appropriation by the present Con- 
gress for such an improvement in the Ohio river as will en- 
sure a regular and permanent steamboat navigation in said 
river. 

Resolved, That they also be requested to oppose the con- 
atruction ofa bridge ovet said river at any point. 

Resolved, That the Governor be requested to transmit acopy 
ofthe foregoing preamble and resolutions to each of our Sena- 
tors and Representatives in Congress. 

JOHN ROSS SNOWDEN, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
JOHN STROHM, 

Speaker of the Senate. 


GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The motion of Mr. FILLMORE having been agreed to, tho 
Honse resolved itself into Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union (Mr. Tuompzon, of Indiana, in the chair,) and 
resumed the consideration of the bill making appropriations 
for the civil and diplomatic expenses of Government for the 
year 1842. 


INTERCOURSE WITH FOREIGN NATIONS. 


The pending question was on the motion of Mr. Linn to 
strike out so much of the following item as relates to the mission 
to Mexico: 1 H 

“No. 218. For salaries ofthe Ministers of the United States to 
Great Britain, France, Russia, Prussia, Austria, Spain, Mexico 
and Brazil, seventy-two thousand gollars.”” 

Mr. WILLIAM BUTLER, of Squth Carolina, was entitled to 
the floor, but yielded at the request of Mr. WISE for purposes 
ofe xplanation. į ; 

Mr. WISE then replied to certai charges made hy Mr. SLADE 
yesterday, that General Waddy THompsofi was unfit to be the 
Tepresentative of the United Statesiat Mexico, by reason. first of 
his personal temper; and, second)¥, of fis opinions in relation 
to this mission. af 

Mr. W, defended the General againgt both these charges. As 
to the first charge, Mr. W, said, that if the geneman from Ver- 
mont (Mr. SLADE] had known General Thompson as he (Mr. 
W.) had known him in his private relations, he (Mr. 8.] would 
bear teatimony, as Mr. W. did, in contradiction to the aaser- 
tions made. In all hisintercourse he (Mr. W.) had never known 
a more bland and kind hearted man. He was accomplished in 
his manners as a gentleman, and in his address he was much 
more distinguished for the suaviter than the fortiter. Mr. W. 
denied that the gertleman from Vermont had ever been the as- 
sociate of Gen. Thompson, or had even had such an intimate 
personal acquaintance with him as to enable him to judge what 
the personal temper of the gentleman was; though it was well 
known that he (Mr. Stapsg] had felt the spear and the lance of 
that gentleman on this floor, 

Mr. W. vindicated also the opinions of Gen, Thompson, and 
his fitness in that respect also for the mission to which he had 
been appointed, 

Mr. WM. BUTLER of South Carolina, said the debate had 
assumed sucha character that it appeared to him that he was 
required tosay something in defence of his predecessor on this 
floor, the present Minister to Mexico, in reply to the geneman 
from Vermont(Mr. Suape. He wasvery sorry that the gentle- 
man was notnowin his seat, because he wished especially to 
pay his respects to him and ask him some questions relative to 
the Minister to Mexico. 

The proposition to strike off this mission was brought for- 
ware at atime least suited to the purpose. When we had many 
important and serious negotiations between this country and 
Mexico, the gentleman fiom New York {Mr. Lixn} saw so far 


as to conclude that, by the agency of the Minister to Mexico, 


Texas might be annexed to the Union, and had made the motion 
to strike out the appropriation for his salary. Many of our 
citizens had claims on the Mexican Government, many of 
whieh had been awarded by a commission in this city and de- 
cided to be just. In addition to this, we had citizens wearing the 
badge of infamy, and working in the streets of Mexico. The 
American Government was hound to protectits citizens at home 
and abroad; and, if ever there was a time when it was im- 
portant that a minister should be at that post, this appeared to 
be the time. 


He had listened with astonishment at the proposition, coming 
from the quarter it did. He thought it exhibited, in adjusting 
questions between this and foreign Governments, an ill-temper- 
ed feeling. Ifthere was ever time when every member of this 
House, from whatever section he came, should forget his sec- 
tional feelings, when the hovor of the country was concerned, 
this was the time when it should be done; but this proposition 
exhibited that there were strong sectional feelings uppermost in 
the minds of gentlemen, and an ijl-temper towards the South. 

This was the time when a representative of this country 
should be at Mexicoto watch the course of events, and report 
them truly and faithfully. Atthis time, when this petty tyrant 
was marching te invade Texas, aided by British gold and British 
influence, the proposition was to withdraw our minister! 
Whatever might be the sympathies of a certain class of gentle- 
men here and elsewhere, whether they might or might not be 
enlisted on the cide of the tyrant of Mexico, his feelings were 
enlisted in behalf ofthat gallant people of Texas who, by their 
sufferings, their hardships, and their bravery, had entitled them- 
selves to the consideration of the civilized world. The gentle- 
man from New York had founded his belief only on the delusive 
and ill-natared feelings that governed him on all occasions. 

His object in rising was mainly to reply to some remarks in 
vindieation of his predecessor from an assault on his character 


by the gentleman from Vermont, [Mr. SLapz.] He was sorry 
that that gentleman was not in hisseat. The gentleman was a 
cooland calculating man, who approached a subject. with care 
andcaution. He regretted that on this occasion he had felt it 
his duty to have so far forgot what was due to an American 
citizen as to have taken the advantage of his position to have as- 
sailed an absent gentleman. Magnanimity would appear to 
have required from him that he should have made an open at: 
tack, abeveboard, and in the presence of the gentleman wha 
might. thus have insulted him. He saw the gentleman very 
seldom excited, but on every occasion in which opportunity 
presented itself, he indulged in most violent, ill-tempered abuse 
of the South and her institutions, 


He’ knew nothing of the instructions given to the present mi- 
nister to Mexico, but hoped they were of such a character, aë 
to require immediately the delivery ofall our citizens now cons 
fined in.Mexico—that they were positive and peremptory; and 
ifthe demand is not complied with, that the next negotiator to 
be sent might be one of our squadrons commanded by one of our 
gallant navy officers; he would wish to see them off Vera Cruz, 
andhe would trust to their honor to effectthe release of our 
people which negotiation had failed todo, He knew nothing of 
the President’s opinions, whether or not they were in favor of 
theannexation of Texes; if so, and if he could accomplish the 
object, be shou'd regard him worthy of the highest honor. . In 
the manner Florida wasobtained from Spain, Santa Anna 
would be very glad to dispose of Texas, and this Government 
might purchase her on the same terms, He 

With respect to the invasion by the Mexicans and the subjus 
gation of Texas, the greater probability was that Texas, with 
her single star, Would march to Mexico itself; and he hoped the 
time was not far distant when they might hear the pleasing ine 
telligence that that single star, the emblem of liberty, is flying in 
triumphover Mexico. G 


The. gentleman from Vermont had now taken his seat. He 
had observed that that gentleman wasa man who wae not often 
excited, but when bent on thisobject of mischief, when engaged 
on thissubject,which appeared uppermost in his feelings, would 
indulge in intemperance and violence towards that portion of 
the country, which he appeared to haie with a holy hatred. 
What might have been the relationship ofthat gentleman with 
the present Minister to Mexico he didnot know. The gentle- 
men had taken occasion in his absence to say that, from his - 
want of temper, he was unfit to represent us at Mexico. Ifthe 
gentleman had seceived from this officer a private injury, it 
would have been much more becoming in him to have repelled 
the insult at the time than at this distant period. 

Mr. SLADE was understood to say he had no recollection of 
having received insult or assaults of a personal character on 
this floor from the gentleman from South Carolina the present 
Minister. 

Mr. BUTLER said he regretted that the gentleman frm Ver- 
mont had seen fit thus wantonly to assail this gentleman in his 
absense. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL moved to amend the amendment by 
reducing thesums of appropriation for the missions to Austria 
and Prussia one-half, $ 


Mr. WISE raised the point whether this amendment to a moe 
tien to strike out an appropriation was in order. 

The CHAIRMAN dedided the amendment in order. 

Mr. INGERSOLL said he had made the motion for the pur- 
pose, he acknowledged, of saying something on thissubject. He 
was decidedly opposed to the amendment of the gentleman 
from New Yoik, (Mr, Linn,Jand he saw but very litle hope of 
its success. 

Iie begged leave to premise what he conceived he had a right 
tosay. They were here in Committee of the Whole on the 
money bill. According to his impressions, all that was said by 
the gentleman from Vermont [Mr. SLADE] was not only strictly 
in order, but the sentiments he had uttered appeared perfectly 
proper. Hehad heard from that geneman noattack, All that 
was yesterday said on the amendment by the gentleman from 
New York. (Mr. Lryn,] from Virginia, (Mr. Wusz,] and from 
Yiinois, (Mr. Reywonps,] was in order. They were here in 
Committee of the Whole. When an honorable gentleman, who 
held so conspicuous a position as the chairman of the Commit- 
teeof Ways and Means, hurried a bill of this sort through, 
when every body knew, as the gentleman from New Jersey 
{Mr. Hasten] had proved by records published a few days 
ago in the Intelligencer, that this House wasalready in advance 
io its business of former Congresses at this period of the ses- 
sion—when the gentleman said he hoped there would be but 
litte debate, he (Mr. 1.) said, in the face of the country—-and 
that was the principal reason why he had risen—that it was 
better that the appropriations for the Army and Navy should 
be delayed than there should be any suppression of what any 
andevery Representative chose to. say in Committee of the 
Whole on the state ofthe Union. The Committee ofthe Whole 
was the great Cefence of the American public, an infinitely 
stronger defence than the whole Army and Navy. Mr. I. further 
referred to the wide range of discussion proper to be ‘taken in 
Committee of the Whole, and said thatan opportunity should 
be given to every individual to express his local and particular 
as well as hia national views, and'that the abridgment of this 
liberty was the great reason why this House was daily sinking 
in public estimation, when the other legislative body, with no 
bettersense of propriety anddecorum, was rising every day in 
goodwill. He intended, in his remarks, to observe the rules of 
order, and appealed to the chairman to restrain him if he 
should transgresa them: 

The House would recollect (he was understood to say) that at 
the last session he had moved to reduce the -diplomaiic estar 
blish ment, conceiving as he did that we had teo much of it in 
the different parts of the world. Our diplomatic agencies were 
cumbrous, were overdone. In the latter part of the letter ad- 
dressed to the chairman of the Committee on Foreign‘affaire, 
[Mr. ADAMs} the Secretary of State had suggested whether the 
business could not be better done by a different arrangement,cone 
sulships instead of missions. Je (Mr. 1.) conceived that a cone 
sul would be sufficient at Vienna and Berlin, where we now 
had full ministers, and at Naples and Sardinia, where we had 
unrequited charges. He conceived that the whole system 
might be reduced to the Republican standard. 

There was a view of this subject which was never taken; 
that was, that precisely as we export foreign ministers do we 
import them. It was the imported foreign ministers, te whom 
we paid nothing, by whom we suffered vastly «more. then by 
those we export, whom we pay, Our foreign ministeys cost ue 
but little more than $80,000; but what did the foreign wiuisters 
cost us here? They had revolutionized!this country. The 
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gold-spoon influerice which came from that quarter infected 
every body here: no man could escape it, neither Presidents 
Secretaries, nor all the rest. He thought that the change that, 
had been made in this respect should be deprecated, both inits 
effects on the public and private man, on the statesman and the 
citizen of the Republic. These foreign missions were there- 
fore injurious, not oily because they cost us so much money, 
and add so much to the Presidential patronage in the unneces- 
‘gary numbers sent abroad, but infinitely more in those they 
Dring back on us. The gravest question in the world was now 
in negotiation in this city, which involved at once the question 
of slavery and the slave trade, in which the Parliament of 


- “Great Britain, the Deputies of France, and the Congress of the 


- position on this subject. 


United States were all agitated at this moment; and it now 
cameto be connected with the immense question of the right of 
search, He wasabout to say that the representatives of foreign 
courts here, whose access to our own Fixecutive was perfectly 
familiar, exercised a great influence. He did not speak of the 
‘President now in the chuir, but might notthe day come when 
these foreign ministers, from this personal influence with the 
Executive of the United States, might havea most vital bearing 
on pending negotiations? This was the motive to him of doabt- 
ing the propriety of extending cur foreign intercourse, which 
brings back on us a correlative foreign influence of this kind. 

Our foreign ministers should be men of talents. Our minis- 
ter in England, (Mr. Stevenson,) in a series of excellent letiers 
to the late British minister, and our minister in Paris, (Mr. 
Cass,) iuan able pamphlet, which had commanded mucin ad- 
miration in Europe, by sounding the tocsin on the subject of 
the right of search, had saved the infliction of the most dange- 
rous and insupporiable maritime tyranny which could be im- 
posedonus. Mark the immense effect of General Cass’s inter- 
The French ministe:, of the highest 
and pures’ character and integrity, and, as he understood, a de- 
cided Abolitionist, with the whale support of the Throne, had 
been defeated in the Chamber of Deputies, We were saved the 
infliction of marine tyranny, which entived itself to visit, to 
search, to capture, and send m for condemnation, under frivo- 
Jous pretexts, every vessel in our coasting trade. From this 
we had been saved by the happy and honorable interposition 
of our foreign minister abroad, as he supposed, without specific 
instructions. Our ministers to England and France, (Mr. E was 
understood to say,) although they might have had no specific 
instructions from the present Executive, could look into tie 
journal of their missions, and see the laconic and noble corres- 
pondence of the late Secretary of State—a man who had Jately 
gone to his greataccount—a man who, in his long life, was never 
guilty ofa mean, dishonest.or unworthy aet—a great man, There 
was then before them a law jaid down, from which it was not 
for them to depart, and they were sufficiently informed to take 
the stand they did, which saved us and the world from this:ma- 
rine infliction. 

With reference to these developments abroad, and with refe- 
rence to the report of the chairman of the Conimitiee on Fo- 
reign Affairs, founded on the communication from the Execu- 
tive Departmint, he was not prepared at this momento ace 
hastily or undeviatingly on any notions he might have, He was 
not disposed to push maitersto extremity, in the face of what 
they were told here by the gendenaa who moved the resoin- 
tion on this subject, and when the gantleman’s opinion was 
corroborated by the report from the Department of State; and 
while he had moved thisamendment, it was for an opportunity 
to give his views on the subject, and not from any hope or wish 
that the amendment should prevail. He trusted, before he left 
this stage, he sheuld have some opportunity, when the subject 
was under consideration, of incorporating some propositions 
iato our regulaiions on the subject. 

Our foreign ministers were the cheap sebstitute for war; ac- 
cording to the Constituiian tbe cheap substitute for misunder- 
standing with foreign nations, which they prevent. 

He desired to add, in convection with the subject, a very few 
words on what he conceived to be one of the most misunder- 
stood interests inthe country. There had come among us lately 
anenvoy extraordinary from Great Britai gentleman whom 
he had the honor to know personally a great many years ago, 
and who, it gave him great pleasure to say, as far as his personal 
inclinations and personal temper were concerned, he was sure 
came to us ina peaceful spirit, because ne was sure that was bis 
nature; and he took great pleasure in saying it, as this gentle- 
man had been the subject of some animaversion in the news 
papers, that he never would be convieted ofany dishonorable 
charge, and thatin all his intercourse with Americans, at all 
times, thoughout a long life, he had been a candid, literal, and 
generous man. What instrnetions this minister had, he knew 
nothing abot; but in his (Mr. 1’s) apprehension, he could win 
his way at least without any difficulty by taking one course, 
and that he wouldtake the liberty publicly to suggest. 

It was a remarkable fact, not often adverted to, that on the five 
great points of controversy between the United States and 
Great Britain, she was in every one of them an egregious ag~ 
gressor. Onthe Maine question she took oursoil; in the Caro- 
Ime affair she invaded it with force and arra; in Oregon she 
dispossessed us of our ierritory; in the Creole case she took 
what we hold, and she had acknowledged to be our property ; 
and on the question of search or visitation, she came across the 
Atlantic, from the old world to the new, with exploded preten- 
sions, demanding that we should submit not only our vast com- 
merce in all the seas of the ocean, but cur coasting trade, to vi» 
sitation and search of those who say that all they desire is to 
be constables ofthe ocean. 

He was a man of peace, and he hoped we should have no 
war; but he conceived that the evils of war were altogether ex- 
aggerated. He was not insensible to the evils of war; but he 
wished the British miuister here to understand that he might 
depend on it (and he said it with the voice of friendship) that 
war would not do us as mach harm as his country. In the first 
place, ifwe choose to appiy the principles of war, it paid all the 
States’ debts at once—$200,090,000 debte would be settled— 
[laughter}—or, at all events, it suspended the interest on the 
capital during the wer. In the next place, when they talked of 
the want of preparation, ke had hardly patience to sit still and 
hear it. We were prepared beyond the preparation for either 
of the former wars; in the first place, in having a sufficient po- 

ulation, in the capacity of clothing that population, and in 

aving allthe materials of war greatly superior to the mate- 
rials of any other nation in the world. ‘there was nothing in 
any navy of the world to be compared with the two vessels 
now arrived almost within the sound of his voice. There were 
nonein the British or the French navy at all comparable with 
these vessels; so he was informed by an officer of the navy, and 
thatthese ships were superior to any thing inthe world, AN 


our lakes and rivers were covered with transporting steamboats, 


which be was informed could readily be made efficient for har-. . 


bor defence. : } : 

On this subject of preparation, it appeared to him that we 
were undera Jamentable delusion. He should be sorry ifwe 
were better prepared, because we must always compromise, if 
we liveina republican country, our republicanism by the ex- 
istence of an armed Government; and he would rather take this 
nation as it is than the most completely armed nation of the 


„world. Give him, if we go to war, that moral nation in whom 


the principles of liberty, independence, and defiance exist, in 
preference to ail the armed power on earth. It was a mon. 
strous humbug to talk of the British going into New York and 
bursing it. He had been told by ihe first officer in the Ameri- 
can navy that it was just as casy to burn London as New 
York, and tbat he would answer for it, ifthey burned New York, 
give him a little opportunity and he would burn London too. 
(Laughter. ] ‘ 

They talked of a servile insurrection, of setting the slaves of 
the South on us, and dismembering the Union. Were they to 
be talking in this way when they Knew that Ireland, India, and 
Canada, hung by a thread? and instead of dismembering us, 
we had only to let loose what their own brilliant Canning called 
the spirit of freedom, and they would fall to pieces like the 
banking system of the United States? [A langh.}] Ue did not 


` wish to see Great Britain otherwise than Great Britain, except 


when she made aggressionson our own country. He wished 
to teli her, (he was understood to say,) when they talked of dis- 
membering us, that we were ina state of perfect union, and he 
hoped this mission now pending here would terminate by this 
Administration taking its position and saying, “We are for 
peace. Wedo not want to fight. Do not make it for our inte- 
rest; we cannot yield to your demands; if we should, the Se- 
nate wouldoverrule us; [Congress would defeat our purpose; 
the people would turn against us; in this popular country, the 
concessions you require are extremely unpopular.” We had 
the sympathiesof all France, Prussia, Russia, Sweden, Den- 
mark, every maritime nation in the world, and Texas too, 
{Laughter.] 

Tle had said these things in a spirit of peace; he had no hos- 
tile temper or disposition. Ne trusted that it might be heard, 
and be not altogether without some use. He saw no difficulty 
atali in settling the Maine boundary question; nothing insu- 
perable in the Caroline case, or the Creole case, or the ques- 
ton of the Oregon country. He saw no diffculty in settling 
all these questions, excepting one, and that could be setted in 
one day if Lord Ashburton were to say as to this question of 
search and visitation, “I find the President and Congress so 
much against me, the country so much against me, I must, as 
a matter of necessity, give it up.” 

He chalienged opposition to theopinion he asserted that there 
was no right of search in time of war, much less, and it was 
monstrous for Great Britain to come to usand talk of our yield- 
ing it in time of peace. It was merely an exercise of brute 
force. He believed in the thirty treaties he bad examined within 
the last two hundred years, [general and prolonged laughter, m 
which Mr. I participated,} he acknowledged that he was an old 
man; but he had intended to say that he had examined the trea- 
ties made fortwo hundred years, which, as well as the law of 
nature, vindicated that there wasno right of search, and that 
this demand was a monstrosity. 7 . 

‘The greatest question in the world, which now agitated all 
Christendom nearly, was this mixed question of the slave trade 
and this right of visitation and search; and ifever deserted by 
France, as we are by Russia ard the other powers, how noble 
and glorious would be our position, how imposing our attitude, 


H standing alone to uphold freedom by sea, as our example had 


given it to much of the worldashore? It would be for the Unit 
ed States to siand up ina peaceable attitude and say, We do 
not Mean to go to war, unless you coerce us; we do net mean to 
strike unless yon strike first; but we will vindicate these princi- 
ples, which are the true American pri ciples. He trusted tho 
British Minister would be successful in nis mission, if a mission 
of conciliation and peace; that he would settle every point in 
controversy, and return toan earldom. Lord Ashburton had 
Bir. Ps dest wishes foreuch a tr umph. Itseemed to him that 
it waseasy for him to succeed in his mission, provided he took 
the proper course; and if he should, befere they adjourned to go 
to their homes, he conceived that almost every difficulty would 
besettled. There was no difficutty in their settlement, by the 
application of a little good sense. g r i 

So did he conceive there wasas little difficulty in settling our 
domestic affairs. He thought if they let the tariffaione for two 
or three monihs more it would settle itself, He felt as tranquil 
on that as on the question of our foreign relations. With regard 
to the bank question or the Exchequer project, there also the re- 
storation ofspecie payments all over the country was settling the 
question; and if they would take care and tatk in Committee of 
the Whole fora month or two, all these things would settle 
themselves hetter than they could do it. Ashe had been charged 
with being non-committal, he begged leave to speak without re- 
serve; and suggest a ground on which they might all mect in 
harmony on the currency question; and he saw nothing but par- 
ty feelings to prevent it. He wasnot wedded to the Sub-Trea- 
sury. It wasnota sine qua non with him. | He was ready to 
voie for any measure which embraced its principle without is 
machinery. So, also, the Bank ofthe Unied States, he took 
to be out of the question fer the present. AN must yield. Let 
them fal! back on the act of 1789, an act of Washington’s ad- 
ministration. There was an act which, with a little addition 
to suit the circumstances of the times, would be all that was 
necessary. He desired nothing mere. He conceived that 
there was no great difficulty in arranging our affairs abroad or 
at home. 

Mr, ADAMS inquired of the Chair whether the question be- 
fore the committee was the motion of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. INGERSOLL} to strike out the items for a 
minister to Austria or Prussia, or whether the motion had been 
withdrawn? on 

The CHAIR. Doesthe gentleman from Pennsylvania with- 
draw his motion? g s y 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I will do whatever he wishes. Iwill 
withdraw itif he desires. 

Mr. ADAMS. H the motion is withdrawn, then, of course I 
can say nothing in reply. $ 

Mr. INGERSOLL. Then Ido not withdraw it 

Mr. ADAMS. My only difficulty is to reply to the gentle- 
man’s speech soas to have any bearing at all upon the gentle- 
man’s motion. [A laugh.} a 

The gentleman talked with great eloquence andgreat ingenu- 
ity in favor of pushing this country into a war, under the mask 


of a very great solicitude for. peace.‘ He has drained: the whole 
world of argument to prove to this House that, intheevent ofa . 
war, we can: burn London, and to establish the principle “that 
there exists no such thing as the right.of search in time of War. 
Now, the two parts of the gentleman’s argument do: ot seem 
tome to agree together. If we do go to war—in favor of which 
the gentleman has brought forward the. attractive arguments 
that a war will pay all our State debts to England, and :ena- 
ble us to burn the city of London, and establish. the doctrice 
that there exists no right of search in time of war—it seems to 
me, that the thing most essential to ug of all others will be this 
very right ofsearch. How does the gentleman expect we are 
to burn London, without we have the right of searching neutral 
vessels at sea? Iask him, avd I ask this House, if. this very 
right will notbe the most powerful of -all the means: we. can 
employ against Great Britain? ` And whether, though it may 
not enable us to succeed in burning London, it wilt not enable 
us to avail of the bravery ofour noble tars to meet upon the, 
ocean and to capture that property of our enemy which they — 
will otherwise protect, by using the flag of every neutral nation 
under heaven? Totake away this tight would at once throw a 
shield over the entire mass of British commerce, which would 
aU continue to be carried on in perfect safety from any injury 
us. 

Yat bearing the arguments of the learned gentleman could 
possibly have on the question of onr retaining a full minister 
at the Courts of Austria and Prussia, I am totally at a loes to 
conjecture. But] do see that, under color of: this motion, he 
has undertaken to instruct the new British Minister how he 
may, with the greatest possible facility, settle all the questions 
between us and Great Britain, and gain for himself an earldom. 
And how, pray, is heto doit? Why, by simply yielding every 
thing on every pointin dispute. This, I confess, seems to me 
to be at least a very unusual basis of negotiation. 

iMr. Incersozy. I did not say any thing like that.] 

If the gentleman did not in substance say that, I must very 
greatly have misunderstood him. F 

(Mr. InasrsorL © J said no such thing.] 

The gentleman assumes that there are five points in contro: 
versy, and he says that on every one of them Great Britain is 
the aggressor, and that the only way to settle them is for her to 
agree to submit to every thing we demand. He included even 
the case of the Creole. 

Mr. Wncersoru. What E said was that England is the 
aggressor on cvcry pomt; but that most of them, I conceive, 
are still susceptible of satisfactory adjustment; that the Creole 
case, the Maine question, and the Oregon question, | suppose, 
may be amicably arranged: of the Caroline affair, I said that 
embroiled as it has become, it may neverihless be accommo. 
dated: and after what was said by the geneman from Massa- 
chusetts last summer, endorsing, as he was pleased to call it, our 
deplorable misstep in that case, I think myself entitled to for- 
bearance in return for that] have exercised. Lastly, I said 
that the demand of search, visitation, or any: thing of the kind, 
never can be settled; but must be abandoned or resisted] ~ 

Mr. Apams. Well, sit, the gentleman has again had his say; 
he now takes back what I understood him to advance, which 
was, that on all the five points in dispute Great Britain wae the 
aggressor, and that it waa our duty to yieid nothing. J appeal 
nur to the gentleman, but to the conscience of every member of 
this committee, andto their common sense, to decide whether 
that was not what the gentleman did say. Hf he chooses now 
to recant it all, Jet him Qo it. 

{Mr. Incgrsoty. I do not choose to recant any thing, ‘Ale 
though, as usual, the gentlr-man chooses to indulge his passion, 
and play the termagant whenever any thing is said which does 
not happen to suit his own senile notions. ] 

Mr. Apams resumed, Fora rebuker ofa little transient in« 
temperance of fecling, I think the genJeman bimself seems a 
Jittle excited. [A laugh.] The gentleman is mistaken if he 
thinks 1 was actuated In what I said by any feeling uniriendly 
tohim. That what I said, and that what I shall yet say, is 
“genile” I admit; for lam much older than the honorabie gen- 
tleman, and am very conscious of the infirmities which that 
advanced age has brought upon me. I referit tothe gentle» 
man’s conscience to decide whether such allusions are made in 
a moderate and kind temper, or are very likely to restore good 
feeling if it.has for amoment been lost. I say egain, and 1 ap- 
peal net to the gentleman, but to the conscience~¢f all who 


- hear me ifit is not so, that the gentleman said that on every one 


of the five points in controversy Great Britain was the aggressor; 
and whether hisadvice to the British negotiator, in order 10 gain 
an earldom, wasto yield up every point; and that we ought not 
to concede one tittle on any one of the points, Asd now the 
gentleman says he does not choose to recant. There was per. 
haps one slight qualification in the Creole case, Then I think 
the gentleman added, in his usual mode [here Mr. Apams imi- 
tated very closely the tones of Mr. InGERsoLy’s voice, and his 
peculiar manner while quoting hislanguage. 1n the laugh pro. 
duced by this, the closing words were lost to the Repcrter save 
this—“as we say.”) Thus far 1am willing to admit his expla- 
nation, Iwas happy to hear that the gentleman, in the midst of 
hissupererogatory display of valor, did seem to feel that thie 
was rather a tender place, and that it would be best for him to 
get over it assoon as he could. He certainly did add, in a Jower 
anda somewhat subdued tone, “as we say.” 

The gentleman has gone throngh such a range ofthe Jaws of 
nations, and of the condition of the world, and has altogether 
made us 2 discourse quite equal to “the admirable Crichton,” 
who made speeches off hand on al) sorte of subjects that were 

roposed to him, that really I feel myself unprepared to meet 
him on a great many of the points he made; and therefore I 
shall confine myselfio a few of them only; for irdeed I can find 
not a point in all his speech which bears at all upon his own 
motion. What has the question about burning London or 
burning New York to do with our sending a full minister to the & 
courts of Vienna or Berlin? But I dosay that the whole course 
of his argument seemed to me, under a profession of giving to 
usand to the British envoy a perfectaclution of ali the disputed 
questions between this country and England, to te aimed, 
throughout, at driving usintoa war, and preventing the present 
Admigistration from eetiling our controversy with Great Bri- 
tain. What was the tenor of his argument? . 

He began by saying that he was for peace— for universal 
peace. Then followed a most learned dissertation to prove that 
it was an entire mistake to suppose that we are not now pre- 
pared for war, and todemonstrate that aration which gces into 
a war unprepared will infallibly conquer; that it must be x05 
that every unarmed and unprepared nation alwaya bad cens 
quered its armed opposers. ho; we are not unprepared for 
war, not at all; because we have in sight of the windows ef this 


` člination in Congress also to assent to the proposal. 
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Capitol two armed steamers; and one of them, as Earn informed, 
nearly disabled, so that she will need in a great measure to be 
rebuilt. So. that, in case of immediate hostilities, we have one 
entire steamer, apd with that we are to burn London; and though 


the gentleman readily admitted that it was possible, nay, very . 


probable, that New York would. he. burned too, yet as London 
Was two:or three times as large, we shouid have a great balance 
of burning on our side. Yes; we were to conquer Great Britain 
and burn London, and that it would be a very cheap price for 
all this to have-+he city of NewjYork burnt in turn, or burnt first, 
Aud this was an argument for peace! 
What. else did the gentleman say? ¢and what did he not say?) 
He made a great argument in relation to the right of search. 
Oh-that—that wasa point never to be surrendered. Never! 
No right of search existed, not even in time of war, and none in 
time-of peace. Weill, I do agree with the gentleman, partially, 
on that one point, so far as to believe that there is no need of 
our coming to an issue with Great Britain on that point—and 
we have not as yet., After reading, as I have done, and care- 
fully examining, the papers. put forth on both sides, Lasked 
myself, what is the question between us?. and [have heard men 
of the very first intelligence say that they found themselves in 
the very same situation. The gentleman was guilty of a total 
misrepresentation of the demand of Great Britain ia the mat- 
ter. She hag never claimed the right to search American ves- 
sels—-no such thing: on the contrary, she has explicitly dis- 
claimed any such pretension, ard that to the whole extent we 
can possibly demand. What is it we do demand? Not that 
Great Britain should disclaim the right to search American 
vessels, but we deny to her the right to visit and to board pi- 
rates who hoist the American flag; yes, and to search British 
vessels, too, that have been declared to be pirates by the laws 
of nations—pirates by the laws of Great Britain—pirates by 
the laws of the United States. Now, it happens that behind all 
this exceeding great zeal against the right of search is a ques- 
tion which the gentleman took care not to bring into view—and 
that is, the su pportand perpetuation of the African slave trade. 
‘That is the real question between the ministers of America and 
Great Britain—-whetherslave traders, pirates, by merely hoist- 
ing the American flag, shall be saved from capture. 
Tsay there is no such thing as an exemption from the right of 
‘search by the laws of nations; and I challenge and defy the 
gentleman to produce the proof. The right, in time of war, we 
never have denied, Nay, we have ourselves exercised the 
right: and the decisions of the Supreme Court have sustained 
usin doing so; and we should have a bad chance indeed with 
Great Britain were it otherwise. Whatis the right ofsearch in 
time of peace?’ And how has Congress, and how has the Ame- 
vican Government felt on that subject? In 1817, when I was 
about. toreturn from England to the United States, Mr. Wil- 
berforce, then a member of the British Parliament, very cele- 
brated for his lung and persevering exertions to suppress the 
African slave trade, wrote mea note requesting an interview. 
J acceded promptly to his request: and in conversation he sta- 
ted to me that the British Government had found that, without 
a mutual right ofsearch between this country and that upon 
the coast of Afiica, it would be impossible to carry through 
the system she had formed in connection with thé United States 
forthe suppression of that infamous traffic. IT had then just 
signed with my own hand a treaty declaring “ the traffic in 
slaves” (not “the African slave trade”) unjustand inhuman,” 
and in which both nations engaged to do all in their power to 
suppress it, Mr. Wilberforce inquired of me whether I 
thought that a proposal for a mutual, restricted, qualified 
right of search, would be acceptable to the American Govern- 
ment 
Thad at that moment a feeling to the full as strong against 
„the right of search, as it had then been exercised by British 
cruisers, as ever the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. IN- 
GERSOLL} had in all his life. I had been myseif somewhat 
involved in the question asa public man. It constituted one 
of the groùnds of my unfortunate difference with those with 
whom I had long been politically associated; and it was for 
the exertions I had mado against the admission of that right 
that 1 forfeited my place in the other end of the Capitol; and, 
which was infinitely more painful to me, for this 1 had differ- 
ed with men long dearto me,andto whom I had also been 
dear, insomuch that for a time it interrupted all friendly re- 
dations between us. The first thing I said, in reply to Mr. 
Wilberforce, was: ‘No; you may as well save yourselves 
the trouble of making any proposals on that subject; my 
countrymen, I am very sure, never will assent to any such 
arrangement.” He then entered into an argument, the full 
force of which I felt, when Isaid to him: “You may, if you 
think proper, make the proposal; but I think some other mode 
of getting over the difficulty must be resorted to; for the pre- 
judices of my country arego immovably strong on that point 
that! do not believe they ever will assent” I returned home, 
and held the situation of- Sf State under the admini- 
stration of Mr. Monroe, and.was the medium through which 
the proposal of the Biitish Government” was afterwards made, 
T resisted and opposed it in the cabinet with ail my power, and, 
though not a slaveholder myself, I had to resist the slaveholding 
members of the cabinet, as well as Mr. Monroe himself, for 
they were all inclined to concede the right. I maintained my 
ground as long as I could; for there was at that time a strong in- 
Not a ses- 
sion passed but there wasa proposition to request the President 
to negotiate for the concession of this right of search. I resist 
ed it to the utmost; and in private company words passed be- 
tween myself and a distinguished gentleman from Virginia of so 
warm a kind, that he thoughtit proper to allude to them ina 
Jeter to his constituents, in which he opposed my election tothe 
Presidency; and one of the grounds taken against me at that 
time was, that I was a deterinined enemy to the suppres- 
sion of the slave trade; and aa elaborate argument was madc 
in support ofthat charge, in which reference was had to my 
votes on this question of a qualified right of search. I state 
this that I may set myself right on this subject. A gentle- 
man who was at that time the leader of one of the parties in 
this ITouse had endeavored, from year to year, to prevail with 
the House to require of the President a concession of the right 
asked: Iname him to honor him; for he was one of the most 
talented, laborious, eloquent, and useful men upon this floor— 
I allude to Charles Fenton: Mercer, of Virginia. Session 
after sessien he brought forward his resointion; and he con- 
tinued to press it until, finally, in 1832, he brought the touse, 


. by. yeas and nays, io vote their assent to it; and, strange to say, 


there were but nine votes against it. The same thing took 


¢ ‘Place in the other House; the joint resolution went to the Presi- 


K 


jent; and he, accordingly, entered into the negotiations It was 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


submit, andl prepared the requisite despatches to Mr. Rush, then 


}..our. Minister at the Courtof, Londog: vhen hètade his propo- `. 
“Draw up your 
- convention, and I will sign it”? . Mr. Rush didso;and Mr. Can- © 


sal to Mr. Canning, Mr. Canning’s reply was, 
ning, without the slightest alteration whatever, without varying 
the dot of an 2, or the crossing of a #, did affix to it his signa- 
ture; thus assenting to our own terms,’ in our own Janguage. 
The convention came back here for ratification; but, in the 
mean while, another spirit came over the feelings of this 
House as well as of the Senate;.a party had been formed 
against the administration of Mr. Monroe; the course of the 
Administration was no longer favored, and the House came out 
in opposition'toa convention drawn in cenformity to its own 
pfevious views. In the Senate, however, all that could be got 
was the modification of one article. The Senate ratified the 
treaty, giving the right.of search, 1n the fullest manner, to Great 


tended the right to the coastof the United States; that was re- 
jected. - 
: (Mr. Incersotn. There were several changes made by the 
Senate; One article was ajiogetherstruck out; another wasal- 
tered; and the words “of America” were rejected, so asto leave 
only the coast of Africa and the West Indies in the treaty. 

Mr. I. said that although a majority of the Senate voted to 


spectable minority opposed to it altogether. 
motion for its rejection. 

“Mr. Stanty. Ife opposed every thing. 7 w 

Mr. incersorL. Other distinguished Senators voted with 
him; among the rest, Mr. Van Buren. : 

Mr. SranLy. So much the worse for Mr. Macon to be caught 
in such bad company. } 

I cannot say as to a word or two, and Iam willing to take the 
gentleman’s statement as correct. Of one thing Lam sure; no 
no exception was taken to the right of search; that was conce- 
ded fully. In‘consequence of these alterations, further negotia- 
4 tion became necessary; and, finally, the treaty was not ratified. 
7 Bat, as to ‘the right of search, in the bitterness of my soul, I say 
* Jt was conceded by all the a 


Mr. Macon made 


now about to take place may be carried on without any 
such concession. .There has been blustering and bullying far 
more than in my opinion was necessary on the subject; butno 
issue has yet been come to, and far less have we come to war 
about it. 

In this very pamphlet, of which the gentleman from Pensy}- 
vania has spoken with so much honor, (and I shall treat it with 
honor, too, as having proceeded from a public minister of the 


there isa proposition made which I do not say we ought to 
concede. As a political question, involving the peace of two 
great countries, and the suppression ofthe African slave trade 
(for which I cannot bring myself to almost any concession,) it 
might have strong claims to consideration; but, asa politician, 
as a statesman, as a negotiator, I doubt if this expedient of Ge 
neral Cass be notéven moreobjectionable than the right ofsearch 
itself. 

The proposal is that the cruising vessels of eithernation 
should bave on bearda naval officer (a Jieutenant I suppose) 
belonging to the other, and that he shall make the requisite 
search in person. Thisis held forth by way of compromise be- 
tween the two parties, and as a mode ofavoiding the difficulties 
which embarrass the question, J will not say that if the nego- 
tiation shall concentrate on this, as the only practicable expe- 
dient, it should be rejected; but 1 will say this: If the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, or the Senafe, or this Hsuse shall 
be so pressed as to concede that, very little ground will 
be loft them for refusing the right of search as heretofore pro- 
pose: . 

But as to this question iteelf of the right of search, when 
before was the question made a matter of such infinite im- 
portance? When, in the history of this nation, was the pre- 
tension raised that no such right existed on thehigh seas? I 
will ask the Clerk to read the 54th section, I think it is, of the 
colacion law of the United States, passed, I believe, in 1798 
or 799. 

The point, said Mr. A. for which I have cited this act is, 
that it is here assumed that upon the high seas, at four leagues 
distance from the coast- of the United States, you possess and 
may freely exercise the right of search. This is assumed in 
yourrevenue Jaw; and, either by your revenue cutters or 
or your vessels of war, you may search any vessel of any na- 
tion approaching within four Jeagues of your coast. Look to 
your laws for the suppression of the slave trace, and you find 
the same thing. You exercise that right now. If a British 
vessel freighted with slaves should come to-morrow within four 
leagues of any point of the coast, your vessels may search her, 
and bring her in for adjudication; and all the slaves on 
board of her would, on their coming on shore, at once be free. 
Now, if this be so, what becomes of the doctrine that up- 
onthe high seas the right of search does not existto all. If, 
indeed, the question should be whether the right should not 
be refused to be extended beyond the distance of four leagues, 
and such an article should he inserted in the convention, it 
wouid be effective, and no objection whatever could be made 
toin Give Great Britain this right of search within four 
leagues of the coast of Africa, and what would become of the 
question about the “rightsof nations?” The position is false. 
No such right exists between nations, that they shall be ex- 
empted from the right of search in time of peace. ‘!he onl 
authority for such a_position is a declaration of Sir William 
Scott, in the case of a French vessel called the Louis; but even 
that solitary declaration. was made hypothetically, and extra- 
judicially; it was a mere dictam of that distinguished man. and 
not delivered in a case which he was called to decide: while, at 
the same time, there is another declaration of Sic William 
Grant, an attthority fully equal to that of Sir William Scott, 
directly to the contrary. And this is the gentleman’s authority 
from the law of nations. 

1 will take this occasion to say, in reference to the decisions 
of Sir William Scott, that in cases where the West India slaves 
are concerned his decisions in regard to the right of search are 
very different from those which he was in the habit of 
making at the period of the French Revclution. He was 
then a perfect scourge to our merchants. He extended his 
construction of the law even to vessels under convoy. But, 
as soon as the peace took place, andthe West India plan- 
ters’ interest was concerned, his decisions were very greatly 
changed. I say this with no purpose of reflecting on the 
mbémory of that able and upright Judge: a man with whom 


utterly against my judgment and wishes; but I was obliged to: 


_ Britain, with the exception, I think, of one wrticle, which ex- _ 


ratify the treaty, (as altered by the Senate,) yet there was a re- ` 


$ ithpritiés ofthis nation” Tsay this” 
$ because Iam not now {oY conceding it. I hope the negotiations” 


United States at one of the most important courts of Europe,) | 


ee 


. I formerly had the happiness to be_personally acquainted, as L 


had with his father before him. He was a highly amiable 
man in private lite, and in conversation one of the most charm- 
ing of companions. Yet, truth demands from me the declaras 
tion, that, while all were revolted by bis decisions on the bench 
during the war, I have myself been quite as much so by those, 
made since ths war in cases of West India slaves. In some 


‘cases he has gone even beyond the severity of the laws of our 


own Southern States; for in one case he decided that a slave 
who had-onee become free by having Janded in England, if he 
returned to his former master returned at the same time to his 
bonilage as a slave—which is a step further than the slavehold. 


- ers of our country have ever yet gone. All his decisions, how- 


ever, have since been annulled—nullified (1. do not like the 


word, but it is here appropriate) by the universal emancipation- 


proclaimed by Great Britain in all her West India ecionies. 
The decision of Sir William Scott is, therefore, no authority: 
and I say there exists none other for the gentleman’s position 
about the law of nations. Yet, in all the discussions [haves e1 
upon the subject, this opinion in the case of the Louis is tne 
eternal burden of the song; while no notice whatever is taken.of 
the opposite opinion of Sir William Grant, a judicial authority 
of at least asmuch weight. : 

What have I brought this question before the committee for 
in this form? And why have I quoted the revenue law? -To 
show that there is no ground whatever for this attempt to blow 
up a flame about the right of search; for declaring that this is a 
question never, never to be given up, and to make it the burden 
ofa pacific war speech. [A laugh] _ 

I do apprehend that the noble negotiator, to whose character 
and merits the gentleman from Pennsylvania has paida justand 


very honorable tribute, and who to me is an acquaintance of - 


nearly half a century’s standing, whom J. formerly knew as a 
young man of distinguished ability then scarcely of age, ag I 
had known his father with whom T was on the most friendly 
footung—] apprehend, I say, that this British Minister will not 
take his instructions from the honorable gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania. Ifthe mode pointed out by that gentleman is the only 
mode of settling the delicate and difficult questions subsistin’ 

between the two Governments, I think he will not take it. Tf, 
indeed, I could believe that the only alternative between taking 
this advice to acknowledge at once that his country has been the 
aggressor on every one of the isputed points, and yield every 
thing that is demanded on every one of these questions, anda 
desolating bloody war, however light such a war may appear 
in the. gentleman’s eyes, (which he protests it does not, but 
which all his arguments show that it. does,) why then I should 
despair and go home and dia, if 1 could. For the gentleman may 
may make as light ofit ashe pleases, this isno light question 
with me. Should the resort eventnally be to war, I certainly have 


as little personal interest tn itas any human being, for my career - 


at all events, must soon close; whatever calamities may grow, 

out of it either to this country or to other countries, (and I have 

learned to feel that ail my sympathies ought not to be absorbed 

in one, however dear,) I can haye no interest in them, looking 

to myselfulone. Vo be sure, as to that amiable little process 

of the burning of Londoa and New York, what interest other 

gentlemen may feel init I cannot pretend to say—and there is 

many a man in this House who has a far deeper interest in it 

than I have or can have; but this I will say, if there isa mania 

this House who could hear the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 

with that coldindifference which animated his entire speech,’ 
Gf indifference can be said toanimate any thing,) put the case of" 
the burning of the city of London asa revenge for the previous 

burning of the city of New York, without feeling athrill of hor- 

ror, I should wish to have lile further intercourse with that 
man. The burning of London! and the hepe of thatis to be a 

motive for our assuming such an attitude and pursuing such 
a course as must infallibly bring us into a war! Would it 
much comfort the three hundred thousand men, women, and 

children who would be turned homeless in the world by the 

burning of New York to know that London, with a population 

four times as great, was to burn too? A fiend could hardly 

bring his mind to contemplate such a thought without horror. 

Would it be nething to the people of the United States, nothing 

to the civilized world, nothing to the human race, that two such 

cities were swept from the face of the earth? Yet the gentie- 

man very coolly spoke of such a consummation as by no means 

impossible or improbable—he admitted that, in the event of a 

war, this might be one of the results, 

[Mr. INcersoiy. What 1 said was, that a distinguished na- 
val officer had assured me thatit would be justas easy for ua 
to burn London as for the British to burn New York.] 

Well: and that was statedas an argument why we ought to 
take such a siand with Great Britain as would bring us into war 
with her. Isuppose the naval officer who- said this was him. 
self eager for the distinction of such a deed—and distinguished 
he assuredly would be. 

(Mr. Incersouy. Yes, he was; he said he would undertake 
to do ib ir necessary; and he isa man who does more than he 
saye. 

Mr. A. resumed. Iremember that one of our most celebra- 
ted naval officers once gave this toast: “Our country: may she 
be always rights but, whether right or wrong, may she always 
he successful.” This might be a very good toast for an officer 
ofthe navy. Military men, I admit, are not bound to enter into 
the moral questions which may arise between nations; by their 
commissions they are bound to take it for granted that their 
country isin the right, when those departments of their Go- 
vernment to whom the right of judging is consigned have so 
determined. The question of right and wrong in¢war is a 
question for such an assembly as this, not for the deck ef a man 
of war. I donot therefore disapprove of the toast, as one to be 
taken by a naval.officer; but, asa moral question, to be deci- 
ded by a vote in this House within two months’ time from this 
day, 1 never would adopt the sentiment. 1 would rather say, 
“Our country: may she always be successful; but, whether suc- 
cessful or not, may she always be in the right.” That is the senti- 
ment which I think every man should bring home to his heart 
on questions so weighty and so delicate as those involved in 
our present relations with Great Britain. !f war we must have, 
oh let us have itfortheright; and let us not expect the God of 
baitles to give ns success when we are in the wrung. 

Thope that the idea of our defeaceless state, of which the gen- 
tleman seemed to make so light, as being of little consequence, 
and as presenting no obstacle to our going to war, becauee, ifthe 
British burn New York, we can burn London, will be very dit 
ferently viewed by this House, and that arguments of such a 
description will have no weight here. X 

Still less ought another argument which that gentleman pre» 
rented to our consideration. He said that in reference to the 


n a ais 
threats by (Great Britain to raise the flag of emancipation in our 
Southern Brates, that, tou, was asthing 10} be. made lightof, be- 
causeGteat Britain herself was in a condition so precarious that 
her own people were as likely to overturn her Government as 
it.was to injure usat the South. 

. A will not meet the gentleman on that question. 1 believe 
that Great Britain, like all the other powers of Europe. and 
More especially France, (to whom we ave advised to look as 
our chiefreliance,) is in a most precarious situation, I believe 
that they are all in danger of a wemendous revolution; and none 
So much as that very France. Imust say here (and I do not 
know whether it will be very acceptable to this House) that if 
it be true, as the gentleman from Pennsylvania intimates, that 
the interference of our Ministerin France, by the publication of 
the pamphlet on which he bestowed so high praise, was the oc- 
¢gasion of the refusal of France to ratify the quintuple treaty, I 
do not hold that proceeding inas much admiration as the gen- 
tleman does: Itcomestoo near success in doing wrong. Her 
Minister had signed that treaty, and the refusal to ratily it was 
not based in the refusal by Fiance of the right of search, for 
thatright she had already granted by other and independent 
treaties now in force. She is bound already on that subject. 

~ And I say that, forthe sake of the moral principles which go- 
vern the intercourse and conduct ofnations, France owesanex- 
planation to the world of her refusal to ratify that treaty. Ifit 
be true that General Casshas effected thisresult, I, for one, do 
not thank him forit. Not only because he has persuaded 
France to break her faithand put herself in the wrong in the 
future controversies which may arise between her and the other 
parties to that treaty, but also because it looks like an intermed- 
dling with the political aflairsofEurope: it has the aspect of 
engaging usin entangling alliances with foreign nations, the 


very evil ‘against which the venerable Washington and ; 


the venerable Jefferson both so emphatically warned their 
countrymen. : 

In Washington’s Farewell Address (a paper which had lately 
been readin that Hal, and which ought always to be read and 
heard with the deepest reverence) there is a paragraph express- 
ly. devoted tothatsubject. And Me. Jefferson made it a sort of 

litical motto, to have “peace, friendship, and commercial re- 
ations with all nations, but entangling alliances with none.” 
Such hasbeen the policy of the United States from that time to 
this, And I must say that the pamphlet which was put forth 
by our minister (of which he did me the honor to send me a 
copy, and which I have read with the most profound attention) 
has suggested to me the question asto the prudence and expe- 
diency of thus making us in any sort parties to the wars which 
are ahead. And I here ask this House and the country to be- 
lieve that if the refusal of France to ratify the quintuple treaty 
shall be persevered in, (which I can scarcely believe fvossible,) 
that the right of scarch has not any part in the wars which may 
follow, and in which we are in some danger of becoming en- 
tangled. That, I say, will form no partin such wars. It is no 
question between France and the four Powers. France has 
conceded it. It is her bad faith in refusing the ratification that 
is more likely than any thing else to embroil her with those 
Powers, just as it happened in what was called the Syrian ques- 
tion. She was then on the very vergeof a war, when she found, 
before she was aware of it, that the fleets and arms of Great 
Britain had setuled the question for her; and she then, forthe 
first time, gave back and signed the league. ~ 
_ And what will be our condition if, in cousequence of the in- 
trigues of our minister, we are involved in a European war on 

“the hollow pretence of this right of search? There is in the 

French House of Deputies, which the gentleman from Penn- 
aylvania says was influenced by Genéral Cass mm its refusal to 
ratify, on interest whose constant aim is to overthrow the dy- 
nasty of Louis Philippe, and destroy every remnant of itia 
party whoare much more bitterly opposed to him than any 
portion of either House of Congress is opposed either to Martin 

an Boren or to John Tyler. They woutd annihilate kis fa- 
mily root and branch, and forever abolish the monarchiéal 
power he holds. Iwill not enter upan the question by what 
authority Louis Philippe holds his throne: it is not a question 
fox this place or for this time: but I will say that France and 
her representative body have that question clutched between 
the parties which there prevail; and that, in this coming war 
which it seems this pamphlet of Mr. Cass is to kindle up, I 
would notgive a picayune for his crown. And this is the state 

„of things in which we are invited to go to war with France for 

our.ally! 

(Mr. INGERSOLL. 
unanimous. } 
-Very well; that makes no difference. Iam showing that what 
the party which refuses the ratification are after is not the right 
of search. They mav throw dustin Mr. Cass’s eyes, and make 
him believe that it is; but thatis not the question, I repeat, be- 
tween France and the allies; nor was it the qnestion in the 
Chamber of Deputies. ‘The gentleman says the vote was near- 
ly unanimous; but we know what thatoften means, viz: that 
nobody votes against a thing. Buttthere was no appelle nomi- 
nal, (as they call {t,)no polling of the Chamber. M. Guizot 
saw the flame that was spreading, and he did not think it politic 
to oppose it, Whatever may have bsen the vote, be assured 
that France never will go to war on the question ofthe right of 
search. And suppose ‘we have her assistance, pray of what 
avail will it be to usin a naval war with Great Britain, when 
France herself will be torn to pieces with the armies of Russia 
and Prussia marching on Paris? When she refused the other 
leagne,she found herselfin sueh circumstances of danger that 
she thgughtit necessary to expend I do not know how many 
millions of francs in throwing a wall around Paris. And now, 
if she docs not ratify this quintuple treaty, she may find herself 
in the like case—they may have to put Paris within walis again, 
(just as if that could save them.) What good could she do with 
her (fifty) steamers, 1 believe, and our one, against the hundred 
‘owned by Greai Britain? One agaisst a hundred—or say two. 
Well, that is two per cent.—rather worse than even the stock of 
the Bank of the United States, [A laugh.] 
` The gentleman has made a speech to incite us to war with 
England, because we may count upon the aid of France! And 
what good can France do us, with such a burning mouniain in 
the midst of her own territory? Threatened ag she is every 
hour with a renewalof the scenes of her revolation, whea the 
Chouans, as they were called, went roaming and ranging 
through the country burning and slaying—rifling churches and 
breaking open nunneries, and tying the nuns and friars together 
to drown them, calling it “Republican marriages;” butchering 
prisoners in cold blood, and keeping the guillotine in play till 
the kennels literally ran down with the blood of those whom 
they called ariatocrats—their nobles and men of property. The 
sort of liberty there enjoyed was a jail delivery of prisoners toa 


The vote in the Chamber was nearly 
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mob who surrounded the prison doors, and as the victims wer 
set free, clove them down: in the street: That is history; and 
it will be history again, if the very danger which the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania sees should be realized. And 
what sort of an ally is this for the United States in a war against 
England? 

What I say is of necessity desultory. It must be so; I was 
taken entireiy by surprise. The genteman’s motion and- hia 
speech were alike unexpected by me. [had other topics which 
I intended to touch; but] have had no lime to methodise. [Cries 
of “Go on—go on.’ ] 

The gentleman from™Pennsylvania talks about war be- 
tween usand Great Britain as a very light thing, and then 
gives us all his good advice in order to prevent ite occurrence. 
And next, for the instructicn of the noble negotiator who has 
visited our shores, he telis him how certain it is that she 
must be gbeaten because we are unarmed—such must be the 
consequence; it always has been. Unermed nations always 
have beaten those that were armed. Itis natural they shouid. 
Really this isa discovery—not in natural history, but in the his- 
tory of war. x 


If we areto havea war, I hope that the negotiator wil] not: 


take the gentleman’s advice so far asto become alarmed, and 
give the advice to his Government which ihe belief of such po- 
sitions might lead to. I hope he will not give that importance 
to the remarks of the genleman from Pennsylvania—to whose 
remarks | always attach great importance—and hope that the 
nation will weigh them well, and make up their minds as to the 
necessity of preparation. I hope he will think that the honora. 
ple gentleman has heen indulging his fine imagination a little; 
that he has been displaying his ingenuity; that be has been 
speaking for the admiration of this House; or, if ou please, has 
been making a speech for Buncombe, which means, in his 
case, I believe, the third district in the city of Puiladeiphia. 
{A laugh.] Lhope he will conclude to give it this turn; that 
he will take it for granted all this is intended for the gentle- 
man’s constituents; that he is not really serious in this thing; 
and that, on the whole, he will conclude to go on with the nego- 
tiation just asif the speech had never been made. [Roars of 
laughier. J 

Butsuppose that the negotiator, seeing the specch in the pa- 
pers, and veiy possibly in pamphlets, and becoming aware ofits 
deep impression on this House and this country, should con- 
clude that war is probably to take place, and should write home 
to his Government, giving them an account of the gertleman’s 
speech, [renewed laughter, Jand commending it to their medi- 
tations. We have had‘one experiment of the effectsuch a do- 
cumest may produce in England. There was, I believe, ace 


tain report from a member of the Commitee on Foreign Rela- | 


tions quite as warlike as the gentleman's speech, and made, too, 
under the same profession of a great desire for peace. Well, 
sir, that report, through the agency, { suppose, of the British 
minister bere, went home to his Government, and when itgot 
to London it preduced a sort of combusiion of London—not 
that it actually burntthe city down, as the gentleman’s warlike 
friend is to do, but_itsetthe city in a flame. And what was 
the effect of 12 Why, sir, our minister wrote forthwith to the 
valiant commander of our squadron in the Meuiterranean to 
lose no time in gettit.g nearerheme. [Loud Javghter ] Take 
my word for it, if the speech of the honorable gentleman, or 
auy thing else, shall get usinto a war with Great Britain, the 
constituents of the honorabls gentleman and of other other gen- 
temen who represent our great commercial capitalists on this 
fioor will wish they could call to the two hundred millions’ 
worth of their floating commercial matine to getnearer home, 
too; but it will be then too late. i 

There is one consideration which ought (o operate on this 
House, especially on those who here represent the commercial 
and navigating interests of this country; and that is, the diffe- 
rence between the constitutions of England and of this coun- 
try an relation to the declaration of a war. If we go to war 
with Great Britain, we must do it by act of Congress, Thongh 
our Ministers and our Executive officers may utter threatening 
words, yet, thanks be to God, they have not the power to an 
the country into a state of war at their pleasure, whether it wil 
orno. Should the President and his Cabinet think with the 
gentleman from Pennsyivania, [Sir. InceRsett,] or with the 
gentleman from Virginia, who spoke so bravely yesterday, (Mr. 
Wisz,] still the people have reason to bless themselves that the 
power is not lodged with that department of their Government, 
Meantime, we cannot cominitany act of hostility until war has 
been regularly declared. 

But how is it with Great Brita? This very envoy has only 
to write home a letter of five lines, saying, ‘I perceive that the 
spirit of this people is for war,” and another order, expressed 
in five Jines more, directing all naval commanders to take every 
American vessel they find afloat. and straightway our ships 
will be carried, without further d lay or ceremony, into British 
ports, there to be—not condemnes, but kept under sequestra- 
i notcoiifiscated, but just kept snug to abide the result of 
this negotiation, 

[Mr. Snyper of Pennsylvania. Ihope he will write such a 
letter.) 

And then, if we do (as the gentleman holds out to our hopes) 
confiscate the two hundered millions of dollars of our State 
debt, the British will have something to compensate them for 
the foss. 

Am I drawinga fanciful picture? The gentleman well 
knows that it isa practical and sober account of just what has 
heretofore taken place. Thatis ibe way in which Great Bri- 
tain always begins a war, Let any one icok to the pasthistory 
of her proceedings, t3 war of 1763, for instance; what was 
the complaint of France against her at that day? That her 
fleets swept the ocean before she had made any declaration of 
war. War is not (here proclaimed by ect of Parliament. No; 
an order in council to her command naval or military, is 
all that is requisite. Are the gentleman’sconstituents prepared 


for this? 

[Mr. Sxyoer. “Yes, yes.”’] g 

is thisone of the advantages we shall enjoy in the desired 
way witht ul, that the first notice we shall havecf H isthe 


capture of our commerce in every sea? 

Tam well aware thatit isa very easy thing for one to get 
up here, ané cry in ioud and boastful tones, “Perish com: 
merce, perish credits” perish every thing, but keep the nation’s 
honor untarnished ! “yield nothing, make no concession? 
And if the Minister af Great Britain is then to yield every 
thing, why that is the way to get an earldom! An earldom 
an earldom for giving up ail the demands of his own country ! 
Is that the spiritof John Bull? No, sir; thatis not the way that 
earldoms are won in England. Rodney never got beyond the 
dignity of a viscount for doing much more than that, Nelson, 


_by the bursting of a shell thrown by the enemy, 


itistrue, did get tobe an earl, and Wellington. was- createdia 
duke—but it was not by surrendering any thing to avy body, lt 
is not the prattice of John Bull to ennoble “soie or cowards; 
the isles he bestows may possibly be fancies of ‘the brain, ua 
worthy the notice of a philosopher; but, such as they- are, they. 


are not to be won by surrendering. There is onë namein. Bri 
lish history connected with surrendering, and itis that of Byng; 
and I think myself that the chance of sharing the -fate of. Byng 
is much more likely to be the fate of him who surrenders:ail. : 
his country’s demands than the possession of an earldom, a 

[Here Mr. A yielded to a motion for the committee’s rising, 
which motion prevailing, the committee rose accordingly:] 

Mr IRVIN, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported 


"correct the loan bill, which received the signature of the. 


Speaker. 
And then the House adjourned. 


x IN SENATE, 

2 Fripay, April 15, 1842. 
_ The Hon. Mr, CUTHBERT, Senator fiom Georgia, appeared 
in his seat to day. ; 

The PRESIDENT protem. laid before the Senate a report 
fromthe War Department, made in compliance with a resolu: 
tion of the Senate of the 24th ultimo, requiring from that De- 
partment, among others, information of what officers could be 
abolished, and what retrenchment could be made in theex- 
penditures under the centrol of that Department. The Secre- 
tary states that from observation and examination, he cannot 
recommend any retrenchment in expgnditures;.and that so far 
from recommending a reduction of officers it was his opinion 
that the auinerical force of the army was now inadequate to the 
necessities of the county—and that its numerical force cannot 
be reduced unless. it was the intention of the Government to 
abandon the whole system of defences on our extended and 
exposed frontier, and leave the. country jn such condition as to 
invite aggressions from all quarters. 

On motion of Mr, PRESTON, ordered to lie on the table and 
be printed.. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut presented a memorial from Josiah 
Bartow, a soldier in the late war, who had his skull fractured 
Ue asks the 
passage of a law to place lus name on the invalid pension list. 
Mr. S, said the petitioner had been suffering more or less ever 


since the fracture; but now his sufferings are hardly to be en- 


dured. Mr.S. shewed thathe was long since entitled to pen- 
sion, but that it had beengwithheld from him uy the arbitrary 
rules of the pension Cepartment on thé subject of testimony: 
referred to the Commitice on Pensions. ` 


Mr. TALLMADGE presented a memorial from certain 
agents of packet lines and of ships of the cities of New York and 


Liverpool, on the subjectof duties collected on gold and silter 


watches and precious stones. The memorialisis represent that 
the duty as fixed by the act of theexirasession of Congress, is. 
so Jarge as to induce smuggling, and tocu: ofthe revenues of 
the Government. 


They believe thata duty of seven per cent, 
would affird more revenue, and do away with the induce: 
ments to smugggle: referred to the Committee on Manufac- 
tures. 


Mr. TALLMADGE presented a memorial from Rochester, 
New York, praying Congress to pass at this session, 
some system to regulate the currency, and recommending the 
adoption of the Board of Excheqer, recommended by the Pre» 
sident, as adequate, by some modifications, to that object: or- 
dered to Hie onthe table, and he printed. 

Mr. GRAHAM, from the Committee on Claims, to which'had 
been referred House bills forthe rehef of Isaac Fessenden, and 
Daniel Hamans, reported the same back without amend- 
ment. 

Mr. BAGBY submitted the following, which was read, and 
agreed to: ; 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be instructed to 
select some suitable person or persons, whose scientific know. 
ledge on such subjects may render him or them‘ competent to 
the performance of said duty, to examine the recent invention of 
Thomas 3. Easton to prévent the explosion of steam boilers, 
and to report the result of said examination to the Senate with 
the least practicable delay. 


Mr. WOODBURY, from the Committee on Claims, to which 
hadbeen referred the claim of Thomas S. Clarke for indemnity 
for detention ofa certain steamboat by the United States, made 
an adverse report on the same; which was ordered to be 
printed. > ae . 3 

Mr. TAPPAN observed that it was hisintention this morning 
to call up the resolution instructing the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary to reporta bill to indemnify Major General Andrew Jack- 
sonio the amount of the fine imposed on him at New Orleans; 
but he believed the chairman of the Judiciary Committee wag 
not present, and he would not do so, but gave notice of his in- 
tention to call it up the first opportunity afin ded. 

Mir. WALKER. as a member of the Judiciary Committee, 
hoped the Senator would press those instructions at the earliest 
moment. He wasanxious that that committee, to which. the 
subject had sume time since been referred, should be forced to 

report back the bill for the remission of that fine. te 

Several adverse reports of conimittees were taken from the 
table and concurred in. 

The adverse report of the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, in the case of McKinkle and Caruthers, for indem- 
nity for certain drafis of the United States on deputy post- 
masters, which they failed t yhim, was takes up; and 

Mr. KING, after expressing some regret that relief could not 
be granted in thisease, moved that the report, and all the docu- 
r be printed, that the parties concern- 
rtunity to examine the grou.dson 
which the claim was rejected. 2 $ 

The report was then concurred Ui. ret 

The following bills were then read the third time and passed, 


An act for the relief of Capi. Teano muni and 

An act for the relief of Amanda M. James. 

Nir, YOUNG remarked that a printed report from the Secre» 
iary of War, relative to the sale of the Jead mines in Wisconsin 
and Iowa, had been laid on the table. The Secretary E 
the opinion in that report that the President of the nited 
States has now the power-to order these lands to be sold under 
existing legislation. That there might be no doubt on that 
point, he moved to refer the report to the Comraittee on Public 
Lands;with a hope that that commitiee might examine the 
question and give their views upon it which motion was 


agreed to: 
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OREGON TERRITORY. 

The bill toauthorize ihe adoption of measures for the occu- 
pation and settlement of thé Territory of Oregon, and for ex- 
tending certain portions of the laws ofthe United States over 
the same, was taken up in jts order as in committee of the 
whole. 

Mr. LINN observed that before proceeding any further, he 
would propose an amendment tothe bill. Itis,to strike out 
from the sixth and. seventh fines the words that “ihe President 
of the Unitéd States take possession of the territory bordering 
on the Pacific Ocean, and.” Fie had, on consultation with some 
of the gentlemen of the Senate, concurred with them in. the sug- 
peaton that it might not at this ume be proper to require the 

resident to take possession of all the territory to which the 
United States may have å disputed claim. The amendment 
would, however, render the bill unobjectionable in that re- 
spect, 

oe sverige was then taken on the amendment, and it was 
adopted, . 

Myr, LINN then proceeded in continuation of his remarks 
from Wednesday, to review the history of the discovery of the 
Columbia river, aud of the first settlements in the Oregon Ter- 
vitory. He showed that there could be no dispute about the 
right of the United States to all the region south of the Columbia 
river—a right which Great Britain had fully conceded. The 
only question was, as to the right of the United States to the ter- 
ritory north of the Columbia river, ~ 
- this right the United States founded, not only on the right 
derived from the Spanish and French claims, but, above all, 
fram priority of discovery. But this bill would nat have the 
effect of creating any difficuldes on that ground, as it merely 
apprepriaced a smalt sum to establish a chain of military posts 
on the undisputed territory, to protect American citizens already 
there, or about to emigrate thither. The Government of the 
United States was buund to extendto her own citizens thus set- 
tliug, the protection, laws aad institutions of the Republic, 
Such was the object of the bill, 

By cousent, the further consideration of the bill was made 
the special order of the day for Fiivay next. 

On motion of Mr. MANGUM, the Senate went into Executive 
ression, and after some hours spent therein, 

Adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
_ FRIDAY, April 15, 1842, 

The journal of yesterday was read, and approved, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD rose and said that he held in his hand 
an old, tattered, and worn pamphlet, which had been printed 
before this Government was formed. Its author was James 
Rumsey, and its subject steamboat navigation. Those who 
were here when Edward Rumsey, the nephew ef Tames, made 
on this floor a speech of unsurpassed eloquence on the subject 
of his uncle’s claims to originality as the first human being who 
ever applied the power of stam in propelling a boat, might re- 
collect his statement, that, when a boy, he had seen a pamphiet 
containing many ey:dences of the nature and date of his uncie’s 
experimenis upon the Potomac, and which pamphict had un- 
fortunately been lost. Sir (continued Mr. U.) the pamphlet T 
now hold in my hand is the same which he ailuded to. I pro- 
cured it day betore yesterday Irom Mr. Bliss, of New York, to 
whom I was introduced by a member (Mr. J. O. Crark] 
from that State. Mr. Bliss, who many years since was en- 

ed in steamboat. experiments in the West, obtained the pam- 
valet from Dr. Edward Rumsey,..deceased, the brother of 
ames. 

One of the first articles iu the pamphlet is the statement of 
General Horatio Gates as to the manner in which Mr. Rumeey’s 
boat ascended the Potomac, agaivst the current. in December, 

- 1787; and the last article isa co y of parts of alever written by 
Rumsey to General Washington, ia 1785, on the subject of his 
invention, 3 

The House knows that there is a hill now pending, reported 
by the Select Committee, proposing a grant of land to the heirs 
oF Rumsey. The contents ofthis pamphlet willexhibit evidence 
of the facrsupon which that bill is based. 

Tam, moreover, anxious, as far as 1 can, to redeem the cha- 
racter, the services, and the memory of James Rumsey from 
oblivion. Tthink the nation should at feast cherish his memory 
with gratitude, if his heirs are not to receive a substantial token 
of the estimate placed on their ancestor’s services to mankind 
by aliberal grant of lands. 

Hoe U, moved that the pamphlet be reprinted by order of the 
ruse. 

The motion prevailed without objection. 

Qn motion of Mr. CUSHING, the various reeolutions which 
had been presented during the present sesson on the subject of 
amendments to the Constitution of the United States, were 
referred to the Select Committee heretofore raised on that sub- 


ject. 
J GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. ` 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the House resolved itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the stiate of the Union, (Mr. 
THompson of Indiana in the chair,) and resumed the considera- 
tion of the bili making appropriations for the civil and diplo- 
matic expenses of tre Goverument forthe year 1842. 

The follmwing item being under consideration: 

“No. 218. For salaries of the ministers of tne United States 
to Great Britain, France, Russia, Prussia, Austria, Spain, 
Mexico, and Brazil, seventy-two thousand dollars,” 

Mr. Linn had moved to amend it by striking out so much 
thereuf as relates to Mexico. 

And Mr. Incersont had moved an amendment to the amend- 
ment reducing the amountof appropriation for the missions io 
Austria and Prussia one half. 

And the question being on the amendment-to the amend- 
ment 

Mr. ADAMS, who was entitled to the floor from Thursday, 
yose andaddressed ihe committee nearly as follows: 

When the committee rose yesterday, I was endeavoring, as 
much as lay in my power, to make a reply to the very extraor: 
dinary, and, to me, most unexpected and sudden introduction 
into this House of no less a questicn, in substance, than that of 
peace and war between this country and Great Britain, and that 
on so slender a peg as a rontion to reduce the full Ministers to 
the Courts of Vienna and Berlin to the rank of Charges. The 
preceding day had been occupied, in a manner equally sudden, 
with the consideration of the like question of peace and war, 
not with Great Britain only, but also with the empire of Mexi- 

> co. TNese were topics solemn and painful to me i08 most ex- 
“treme degree. As chairman of the Committee on Foreign Af- 
: fairs, 1 had hoped that the only duty Ishould be called to dis- 
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charge in relation to these diplomatic appropriations was to 
sustain the estimates received from the Department of State, 
and lo answer the resolution of this House inquiring whether 


` the expenses of our diplomatic relations might not be lessened 


by the reduction of our missions to Europe and to South Ame- 
rica. Butinthat expectation I have been very painfully and 
unexpectedly disappointed. os 

Now, I must premise by saying that the Committee on For- 
eign Relations is to be discharged front all responsibility for 
any remarks] may make in regard to all the topics on which 
lam now tospeak. They had not téken into their considera. 
tion any part of those subjects. ‘he House is well acquainted 
with the present composition of that committee, and with cer- 
tain circumstances relating to the history oi that matter. ° I re- 
ferto them only tosay that, since the present composition of 
that body, no committee of this or of the other House, at any 
Congress since the formation of the Government, could have 
proceeded in the discharge of its duties with more perfect har- 
mony. No question has agitated its deliberations so as 10 di- 
vile its opinion on any important point; and having been char- 
ged by them with the duty of supporting the necessity of the 
expenditures estimated for by the Department—because, after 
full consideration, the committee all saw that there was no ocea- 
sion to alier the existing number or grade of our missions 
abroad—I did hope that, having done that, my whole duty would 
have been discharged. 1 say this, because, appearing as I do in 
some sort officially, as far as these appropriaticnsare concerned, 
and having been suddenly calle}, both yesterday and now, to 
enter on the discussion of topics totally different, and topics 
which have not occupied the attention of the committec, I wish 
it to be understood that what I said yesterday, and what I may 
have occasion to say to-day, is not spoken by virtue of any ìn- 
stractions from the committee, but solely in my individual ca- 
pacity as the representative of one of the Congressional gis- 
tricis of the people of the United States. I speak on my own 
personal responsibility, and without the concurrence. so far as 
iknow, of any other member of the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. Å 

And here I must be permitted to notify the House that, if I 
should manifest a want of due preparation for the discussion of 
these great and all-important topics before this commitee; if T 
shall exhibita deficiency of means andof power to do justice 
to the cause I support—by which I mean the cause of the 
peace of the country and of the world—I can only express my 
hope that other members of this committee, better informed 
and better qulified to meet, as they will have to meet, in the 
discussion, some of the ablest members of this body, will take 
the duty upon them, and discharge it in 2 more worthy manner. 
My remarks must, of necessity, be very desultory, and in a 
great degree desiitute of order and arrangement, trom the en- 
tire want of time for suitable preparation. 


But it is, I say, a question of peace and war, which has sud- 
dently been sprung upon this House, from two distinct and 
totally different quarters of the Jouse, apparently; but which 
wro united by tits which, perhaps, it will require considerable 
time to solve and unfold in the face of the workl, I must take 
them as I find them, united in one great object, which is to in- 
volye us in a war both with Great Britain and Mexico, with the 
ultimate purpose of preserving and perpetuating the inetitution 
of slavery and the slave trade. ‘This is the ebject of war with 
Mexico, as recommended to us by the gentleman from Virginia 
(Mr. Wise.) This is the object of war with Great Britain, as 
recommended to us by the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr, 
INGERsoLL.) In this they are perfect!y united; and there is 
danger to the country of an immediate war at once, with these 
two Powers. which must probably involve in it a war of the 
whole civilized portion of the human race. This is the object 
which they lave united with all their forces to recommeint, 

Now, I must say that, all unexpected as it hes been to me, 
and unprepared as I am to discuss the subject in the manner it 
deserves, I am not sorry—I do not regret in the slightest de- 
gree—that this subject has been brought before the House. If 
T have any regret upon the subject, it is that it was not brought 
here before; that the House has heretofore suppressed all đe- 
bate on the general subject, or at least on a great part of it, 
when it might have heen discussed under circumstances so 
much mors favorable, at a moment when there was no negotia- 
tion pending on any subject between Great Britain and the 
United States within hearing of my voice. Ishould have been 
much more delighted to have gone into the discussion he:ore 
any of those deiicate complexities were in the way to restrain 
the course of argument, which I dare not now enter upon, and 
which yet belong essentially to the subject. 

it is a question of peace and war, immediate and present; the 
danger of war is at the doors; aud here, if any man dares to 
raise his voice against going to war, he is immediately charged 
with being a British partisan—an English orator. Thisis not 
a moment in which imputations of that kind are likely to be 
received with indifference, move especially when negotiations 
are in actual progress. I should have been much more grati- 
fied to have discussed the subject at the commencement of the 
session, or even before that. But I must take it as it comes; 
peaking as I do ag the representative of a single district, I 
must say what is necessary to be said, though it should be im- 
puted to Engtish feeling, or any other, in quarters from which I 
may be sure there never will come the imputation of a good 
purpose to any thing I can say. 

When the committee rose last evening, I was endeavoring to 
answér some of the arguments for war made amidst professions 
of the most pacific spirit by the gentlemen (the more recent of 
the two) who have recommended to us a war with Great Brit- 
ain. And what were the points of his argument? 1. Thata 
war would extinguish two hundred millions of our debt to Eng- 
land, 2, That it would enable us to burn London. And, 3. 
That, because we were totally unprepared, therefore this was 
the proper moment for beginning it, In the course of that ar- 
gument, he brought into view, I think, five points of contro- 
versy with England. Now. if I recollect right, there isin the 
city of New York a somewhat. dis:inguished place called “the 
Five Points;” and really, if I were to judge of the character of 
the gentieman’s speech from its own intrlasic merits, I should 
hage thought that precisely the place it must have come rotn. 
Pe gentieman, I believe. representsa district in which there are 
some places somewhat like the celebrated Five Puints in the city 
of New York. Sa in 

(Mr. Inczrsott, who wassitting in the Clerk’s Chair, rushed 
Awn to the foor, near io Mr. Apams, and began a reply to 

im.] 
The Cnarrwan. Does the gentleman from Massachusetts 
yield the floor? 


Mr, ADAMS.’ 
as he pleases. . 

Mr. Incersoiy, (much excited.) Y do not rise to explains—~ 

do not want to explain,—but to repel and retort the blackguard- 
ism of the member from Massachusetts;—his blackguard at- 
tack on those I represent, and his association of my person with 
infamous places which he may haunt himself, as the poetry of 
his former life would infer, but to which J am an entire stran- 
ger. Such foul malignancy merits a full.charged reply, which, 
now, Zam not permitted to administer. I confine myself to 
stating, therefore, what he dare not deny—that. when a candidate 
for the Presidency, and seeking it by base courtship, he.de- 
graded the high place of Secretary of State by delivering a 
Fourth of July oration in this Hall, flounting in a black gown, 
in which he pandered to his supposititious aversion of Amer’ 
cans to Englishmen, and solicited vile popularity by such inde- 
cent attacks on England, and, above all, such brutal mention of 
the insanity of an English monarch, (then lately dead,) as ex- 
cited universal diegust, and caused all Americans in England to 
blush for their Secretary of State and Presidential candidate. 
So much for: his sympathy with Londoners, and hypocrite 
horror at the destruction of their proud metropolis. As to his 
contemptible dread of English power and. paltry colonial mise 
trust of his own couniry to resist jt, together with ingrain 
veneration of European high-wrought Governments in. prefer- 
ence to his cwn, of which he was long an unworthy pensioner, 
I shall add, from memory, the very words, I believe, of a letter 
he mailed from Ghent for America, while intrusted’-by: the 
United States with the negotiation of peace. After various 
dolances over our helpless condition, this letter added, in ex- 
ecrable apprehension, ‘With three frigates for a navy, and five 
regiments for an army, what can we expect but defeat and dis- 
grace?” Sneh were his five points! Such bis confidence in 
hia country, which, without inordinate pay for constructive 
journeys, that prodigious patriot was not at ali fond of serving. 
This is all I may say for the present. N 

Mr. Apams continued. This is undoubtedly extremely ap- 
posite to the question whether our Ministers to Austria and 
Prussia shall be exchanged for Charges, © Well, sir; the gentle- 
man, in the great mildness and calmness of his temper, which 
is never to be ruffled by any thing, thought proper to allude to 
certain circumstances tn my past life. I shall not reply to-his 
remarks, because I hope to have a better use for my time. 
meant no unkindness to the honorable gentleman when I spoke 
of bis speech, and observed that. it might have procceded from 
a place in the cty of New York as moral and peaceable 
in its habits, and as respectable in its inhabitants, as the dis- 
trict which the gentleman himself represents—a district to 
which I made no unfriendly or disrespectful allusion, and in 
which I have no doubt there reside as many warm-hearted pa- 
triots, as many virtuous and upright citizens, as are to hê found 
about the Five Points in New York. I said that the speech 
was such a one as might have proceeded either from the Five 
Points or from the honorable gentleman’s district. If he 
chooses to receive this as a reflection, either upon the Five 
Points or his own district, that ts bis affair; qué capit ille facit, 
The gentleman, atany rate, I consider as representing a portion 
of that Democracy which, in aletier from Governor Clement ©. 
Clay, of Alabama, is said to be the natural ally.of the “peculiar 
institutions” of the south. Of that Democracy I have no doubt 
a very large portion isto be found both at the Five Points and in 
the gentleman’s district, And the gentleman is the representa. 
tive, not of that party which, in the war of our Revolution, 
would have made thé gentleman a combatant on the side of 
Great Britain; not of that portion of the community which he 
would have represented at the time. heaven and earth were 
moved to prevent his confirmation as district attorney in the 
other House of Cangress, (by whom he was nominated to tha 
(fice he knows;) uot of those by whom the strongest tariff pa- 
per was sont here that I ever saw in my life; not of those whom 
he represented when he was a candidate for the appomtment of 
director of the Bank of the United States; — 

[Mr. Ixcersoxy here calling on Mr. Apams for an explana- 
tion, Mr. A. replied, “I will tell the gentleman in private whea- 
ever he pleases.’’} 

Not of that portion of them whom he represented’ when 
Gen. Jackson turned him neck and heels out of the same office 
of district attorney, and which act he generously rewarded by 
éeclaring that Gen. Jackson was “every inch a President.” 
No, sir; many changes have come over the dream of that hon- 
orable gentleman. ` j 

{Here Mr. INeersoLL asked for the floor td explain. } : 

Mr. Apams. lam tired of yielding bim thefioor. I take this 
House to witness that 1 did not begin this examination into past 
history; and ifit does not meet the feelings of the gentleman, he 
has himself.to thank for it, : 

{Mr.IncERsony. It suits me perfectly.j , 

Now heis the representative of the war party in this coun- 
try--the pure Democracy .of the third Congressional district of 
the city of Philadelphia. ; : 

But, to turn from this subject to what, perhaps, more pro- 
perly belongs to the discussion, and adverting to the powerful 
argument made by the gentleman yesterday, in which he made 
such an exiting, such a triumphant use ofa pamphlet put forth 
by our Minister to France, and pronounced such lofty encomi- 
ums on the correspondence of our Jate Minister to the Court of 
St. James, which was let off like a Parthean shaft, when he was 
just about to fly—a shaft which he let offjust after he had given 
his admonition to our commander that it wastime to get nearer 
home; the courage and spirit of which the honorable gentle- 
man so warmly admired, though darted at the BritishsMinister 
atthe very moment he who sent it was on the point of depar- 
ture to getout of harm’s way himself. In commenting on the 
pamphlet of Gen. Cass, (of whom I shall always speak with 
due respect and honor.) I said that ‘the very fact for which the 
gentieman so muchadmired it excited any thing but admiration 
m me; because I considered it as an interference with the inter- 
nal affairs of France, under color of sounding the tocsin of 
alarm against a concession of the right of search: I said it was, 
in fact, a tocsin against the crown of Louis Philippe, and that, 
if its effect should be ta produce a war between France and the 
other four powers who had signed the quintuple treaty, under 
the false pretence of objecting to the right of search, we should 
find ourselves totally deceived; for that the right of search was. 
not at all involved in the refusal of the Chamber of Deputies to 
assent to the ratification of (hat treaty. i x 

It has so happened that this very morning I have seen a let: 
ter directly from France, containing an account of that very 
debate; from which J will now read, in order to show the core 
rectness of the positions I took, that the right of search was not 
the ground of the decision, that being nota question between 


Oh yes; the geneman may explain as much 


: press, 


. case to ourselves, 


But to return. 
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France and the four powers, but that it was a movement 
bonils to the reigning dynasty of France. The letter begins 
ua: 
“Paris, January 30, 1842. 
3 unrelenting hostility lo the 
It made him what he is. Royal gratitude shows itself 
by persecuting it.. Churles the Tenth wanted to gag the press, 
and Josthis throne; let us see if Louis Philippe will be more for- 
tunate in the long run.” 
Does not this passage expressly show what is the present 


‘Louis Philippe continties his 


' condition of that dynasty, at the head of which stands Louis 
© Philippe?—-the danger by which he is surrounded—the im. 


mense mass of prejudice and passion which is accumulated 
against him? Does it not show what confidence isto be re- 
posed in laws and treaties proceeding from such a source? 
and what sort of an inducement it is for us to go to war with 


England, that we shall havea power like this for our ally? The* 


letter then proceeds to relate tle fact that a certain officer in the 
National Guards had been dismissed for certain reflections on 
the Government published by him ina newspaper, and of his 
re-election by his own company in defiance of this act of the 


- Government ; and presents this fact in proof of the great un- 


popularity of Louis Philippe. The letter goes. on to say that 
tt Thiers, in the debate on the address, has been speaking all 
manner of hard things against England.” This Thiers is the 
democrat whose great objectis the overthrow of the throne of 
Louis Philippe, to open the way to the introduction of a dem- 
ocratic form of government. This was the man who was for 
going to war with the four powers on the Syrian question, in 
consequence of which he Lost his qlace. ‘Uhis man, it seems, 
had been speaking all manner of harsh things against England. 
Had the two gentlemen from Pennsylvania and Virginia been 
studying in the same school? This seems a pretty good ac- 
count of one of these speeches. And here I will take the occa- 
sion to say, that speaking all manner of harsh things against 
any foreign nation is no very good instrument of negotiation 
for peace. If we doubt this, iet us only for a moment bring the 
Should we, if a British Minister should 
ame to this country, and penty say all manner of hard thirgs 
against us, consider thatasa very proper made to aid him in a 
successful negotiation with this Government? It may be said 
that we have given no occasion for hard things to bs spoken of 
us; and I hope it is true that we have given as little occasion 
agsothers, Butif we are to take onrown opinion of each other 
ag.a just standard of judgment—if we are to ve euided, for in- 
stance, by what one-half of ‘this House says of the other half 
{and in this L have no reference to particular parties,) we can- 
not complain should very hard things indeed be said ofus. In 
this present debate, frequent mention has been made of the head 
of the Mexican Government; and he has been called on this 
floor little else than a merciless tyrant, an upsiart, a usurper, 
and the like. This may be a very good means to adopt, if the 
object is to go to war with Mexico; but I should scarcely con- 
sider ita likely mode of preserving ainicabie relations y, ith that 
power, $ 
And herel beg that I may not be misunderstood, nor repre- 
sented as making a Santa Atma sveech, which I have no doubt 
I shali be, and F do not know but that it may also be said that 
Genera! Santa Anna knows the proper means to propitiate 
membersof this House. General Hamilton, at least, thought 
that there were certain means of propitiating him, which, when 
tried, did not prove quite as effective ashe had anticipated. I 
rofess no special regard for General Santa Anna. Jie may, 
or aught I know, be a merciless tyrant. F certainly do not 
much approve of some of his exploits in war, and smi less his 
negotiations here at the White House some four or five years 
ago. IwishT couldknow more of what passed in that nego- 
tiation, and I should be very glad if this House would call for 
the correspondence which took place between a late President 
of the United States and General Santa Anna when he wes 
here. ‘Chat there was a negotiation of some kind, has notonly 
been acknowledged by Santa Anna himself, buta Jetter of Pre- 
sident Houston to him has caused me still more to wish to know 
what its nature was. Nor dol believe that the true relations cf 
this country either with Texas or with Mexico can be right!y 
understood without this; and yetif I weve to offer a_resoluion 
calling for that information, some gentleman from Mississippi 
or Alabama would instantly start up and object, when it must 
lie over under therule, and would descend to the tomboy the 
Capuleis. Could I have an assurance that no such resu! 
would follow, I promise you I would offer such a resolutica 
once. 


This Monsieur Thiers eaid all manner of hari 
thingsagainst England, and, if becan get France into awas, he 
is himself to be the Minister of Louis Philippe. Then wha: 
will happen to France no man knows: and sorry T an: to say 


that what will probably happen to this country, if she shall te 


tied to France, I cannot Jook upon with satisfaction as a 
‘member of the peace party.” 

The letter then goes onto say of the discourse of M. Th 
“ths harrangue excited great interest, not from its elog 
or wisdom, but because it is believed ihat it spoke the senti 
mentsof the war party, whichis headed by the Duke ¢f Or- 
leans.” 

This opens up to us a view of the real source of the p: 
parties in France. This Duke of Orleans, as the eldesi 
the King, is the presumptive heir of the Crown. Je is hed 
the war party m the nation, as Mons. Thiersis in the ous 
Depuues. He wants war; and what he wants it for, Isa 
yesterday. There are intestine divisions in that country, H 
wa see theheir of the Crown conspiring against his father, | 
bably thinking, as his grandfather did before him, that. instead of 
conducting him to the guillotine, it will bring him to the Crowa. 
In war he anticipates the opportunity of displaying his tale 
asa military commander, offighting battles and winning field: 
and by military renown securing his passage to the throne: 

“The quintuple slave trade treaty was attacked by Thiers, 
and then an amendment was moved. The Royal speech con- 
tained this paragraph: ‘Lam endeavoring, at the same time, 
by negotiations prudently conducted, to extend our commer- 
cial relations, and to open new markets for the productions of 
eur soil and of our arts.” , 

“The address echoed this sentence, and M. Billault proposed, 
as an amendment, the following. ‘The prudence of the Gov- 
eroment is a guaranty that in the arrangements relative to the 
repression of a culpable traffic, our cabinet willcarefully pro- 
tect the legitimate interests of our maritime commerce, and the 
complete ; independence of our flag against all foreign at- 
tempts.’ 

Thal is the amendment in which is couched the effect of Gov. 
Cage's pamphlet. Is thera any thing there about the right of 


search? Nota word. How could there be? France is already 
committed. She is hound (o Great Britain to admit the right— 
hound by express treaty stipulations. and has been for ten years 
past. The amendment could not even glance at what was its 
real object, viz. to induce France to break her faith. No; but 
this was the mask which was held up there, andis held up. 
here for going to war. 

‘The letter writer proceeds : 

“Ic was finally arranged that the amendment should run 
thus: ‘The Chamber hoped that the Government, in still con- 
curring in measures for the suppression of the slave trade, 
would siil know how ta preseive from injury the interesis of 
French commerce and the independence of cur fiag?” 

This is sll more guarded, suil more remove from the ques- 
tion ef tieright of search. 

“Remember,” says the writer, “to understand the animus of 
this amendment, that the new uropean treaty for the suppres- 
sion af the slave trade mutually ganis the rightof search at 
sea.” 

The amimus ofthe amentment, its true intent, is so little ap- 
parent that it must be pointed out 

“Thiers argued that the English cruisers on the Guinea 
coast are kept there chiefly for the sake of disturbing the 
French trade; that tie prevention of the slave trade was inhu- 
inan?—— 

Yes, that the prevention of the slave trade was inhuman. 
There is Thiers’s argumeut, openly advanced in the face ofthe 
world. Here is the animus, indeed! Were the cat is let out 
ofthe bag. The object ofthe resolution, it true intent, isto pre. 
serve ani perpetuate the slave trade; and now, tet this commit: 
tee, let this House, let this country reflect what are the prin- 
ciples really involved jn all this blustering about the right of 
search. The object at the bottom of itall isthe restoration 
and preservation of the AFRICAN SLAVETRADE. He gives his 
reasons: 

“As it sometimes Jed to whole cargoes of slaves being cast 
into the sea to prevent capiure, and that the treaty of 1833, 
(made when himse!f was Minister of Commerce !) was iegal, 
as it confisca’ed all vessels which were proved to carry slaves.” 

There is the argument of Mr. Piers. i 

OM BrnLauLT strongly denounced the English claim to ‘tho 
right of search? They have claimed it, as an attribute of the 
severedgity of the seas, for more than a contury, In war it was 
nataral they s:onld pusb ii; in peace, he contended, England 
had claimed it under the precext of philanthropy. In 1830 this 
same ‘right cf search’ had bee fed by France, and in- 
J t america did not 
sede the point, and Wagiand was using the antistave trade 
treaty asa cloak to carry this point, The freedom of the seas 
was involved tu this question, France might concede n, but 
he anticipated that betore Jong the United States would dispute 
the sovereignty of the seas with England ia every quarter of 
the globe.” 

In cleiming the right of search under the pretext of phian- 
thropy is a proof of hy, ecrisy, we were ourselves the first to 
give it, for we were ouce.z2alous in the prevention of the slave 
trade; but now we have done away with af} that As the 
French anatomist says, in one of Moliere’s plays, “The heart 
used to be on the left side; but now we have changed all that, 
and the heart is on the right side.” Yes, I hope we shall ever 
maintain the freedom of the seas, I adhere to thatas I ever 
did. Kisa part of the freedom of the land; it isa part of the 
great question of human liberty, 7 admit that the claim of 
England to the sovereignty of the seas is an evil to be resisted 
by all the other nations of the earth. Our contest is for thle 
freedom of the seas, not for the sovereignty of the seas, 

“M, @uizor made an importantreply. M Jaques Lefebvre’s 
amendment (the second one above) was a censure on the slave 
trade treaty of 1841, and was meant to oppose any extension of 
the treaties of 1931 and 1833. The Minister defended all the 
treaties, and said what those of 1831 and 1833 ‘had done was to 
consider hunan flesh as contraband of war.’” 

The gentleman Irom Pennsylvania said that the determina- 
tion of the Chamber was neariy neanimous, on which I yester- 
day remarked that this unanimity is often only apparent, and 
a vote is sometimes recorded as unanimous when there is per- 
haps noteven a majoriry in its favor. what says M. Guizot? 

“They did nothing more and nothing less; they assimilated 
the crime of the slave trade to that of contraband. of war. The 
sca remained free as before; there was only one more crime 
added to the code of nations, and there were nations which in 
common wished to reprees this crime. And on the day in- 
ich all nations shall have taken this engagement, the crime 
i slave trade will disappear; ov that day the men who bave 
sursued that neble aim through political storms and party bat- 
ies, wil! be honared in the world; and i hope that my naine will 
.ppear among those.” i 
{Tbe word 1 have italicised was taken to reflect on the United 
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it were m my power to 
iadace the ted States to become a ry to the convention, 
for my suc woul: do hoi to my country, and rendsr a 
great service tu humanity ; but God forbid that the slightest 
constraint should be nsed, in order to compel any nation to be- 
comea party tothe treaty. The United Siatesare free, and will 
remain free. On the day when they shail huve acceded to the 
conventions, they wil have performed a noble work, fer they 
will then have accomplished the abolition of the (rade in the 


whole world; but donot Jet it be imagined for a moment that 
the freedom o; the seas will be involved in this question. "That 
will remain asit was. The slave trade has no connexion with 
the question of the freedom ofthe seas; for, like piracy, this 
traffic is excluded from all common tight. lt has been assimi- 
lated, also, to the recognised right which exists in the case ofthe 
contraband of war. Are you Willing that the traffic in human 
flesh should be treated with the rigor which, in the case of 
the contraband trade of war, is admitted by all the world? 
And does this exception to the great principle of the: free- 
dom of the seas, aflect that principle? No, gentlemen; onthe 
contrary, the principie is rendered more sacred by, the excep» 
tion. p 
“Phe implication is, that America must be charged with in- 
humanity until you accede to the Anti-Slave Trade Convene 
tion. > 

“Phe amendment was carried— Ministers choosing to adopt 
it, rather than run the risk of defeat on-the original motion.” 

There—ihere ig the explanation of that unanimity, or ap. 
proach to unanimity, of which the gentleman from Penneyl- 
vania made, or attempted to make, so much, yesterday. 

Bat now, asI do not wish to intrude on the attention of this 
committee a single moment longer than is necessary, I will pass 
over the rest of what I might say on this subject, and recur, in 
a few observations, to the other war-trumpet which we have 
heard within the last two days, 

They unite in onë purpose, though they seem to be pursuing 
it by different means. The gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. 
Wise.] confining his observations to our relations with Mexico, 
also urges us to war, with the same professions of a disposition 
for pease as were so often repeated by the gentleman from Penn. 
sylvania jn rogard to Great Britain. He does not immediately 
connect the questions of war with Mexico and war with Great 
Britain, bat apparently knows and feels that they are in sub- 
stance and in fact bat one and the same question; and that, so 
surely as we rush into a war with Mexico, we shall shortly find 
ourselves ina war with England. The gentleman appeared 
entirely conscious of that; and I hope thatno member of thig 
committee will come to the conclusion that it is possible for us 
to have a war with Mexico, without, at the same Ume, going to 
war with Great vritain. On that subject, T will venture to say 
that the Minister fiom England has no instructions, That is nat 
one of the five points on which the genleman from Penney! 
vania teils us cur controversy with England rests, and the sure 
rendering of which ts to open to that Minister so cary a road to 
anearidom. ‘Fhe war with Mexico isto be produced by dif- 
ferent means and for different purposes — T think the gentle. 
man from Virginie, in ms speech, rested the queson of the 
war with Mexico on fliree grounds: 1st. That onr citizens had 
claims against the Mexican Government to the amount of ten 
or twelve millions; 2d That some ten or twelve of our citizeng 
had heen treated wish great severity and suffered disgrace and 
abuse from the Mexican Government, having been made slaves 
and compelled to work at cleanging the streets; that these. eiti- 
zens were detained in servitude, while one Beitish subject had 
been promptly released on the firsi demand of the British Mi- 
nister (here; and Sd. That a war with Mexico would accom» 
plish-the annexation of Texas to the Union. The gentleman 
was in favor of War, not merely for the abstract purpose of 
annexing Texas to the Union; but he was for war by peremp- 
torily prohibiting Santa Anna from invading Texas. J will 
take up these reasons in order. . 

And first, as to going to war for the obtaining of these ten or 
twelve millions of dollars, being the claims of our own citizens 
on Mexico, This seems a very extraordinary reason, when, 
according to tre doctrine of the gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia, a state of war at once extinguishes ail national debts. If 
we go to war with Mexico, her debis to our citizens will be 
sponged at once, if the doctrine of the gendeman from Pern 
sylvania be true, He did, to be sure, qualify the position by 
saying that war would atleast suspend the payment of interest, 
fso, then it would equally suspend interest in the case of 
Mexico. The argumenisof the two war gentlemen happened 
to cross each other, though they are directed to the same end, 
One of them will have us to go to war with Mexico to recover 
twelve millions of dollars; the other would have us to go to 
wat with England to wipe out a debt of two hundred millions, 
I will not compare the arguments of the two gentlemen to- 
gether, but I willsay, in regard to the doctrine of the gentleman 
from Pennevivania, that it has quite too much of the doctrine 
of repudianon init for my ed. I donot think that a war 
with England would extinguish these two hiindred miltions, but 
that, on the contrary, Great Britain would be likely to say to us, 
we will go to war to recover the money you owe us, Thatis ore 
of the questions which we must seiije if we go to war, but 
which we might otherwise, at least for a time, stave off. But, 
if We go to war, what must be the effect of the peace that fols 
lows? We must poy our two hundred millions, with the intee 
rest Asto our (debt from Mexico, I believe the way to recover 
itis not to goto war forit; jor war, besides failing to recover 
the money, will occasion us the loss of ten times the amount in 
other ways. ' s a: : 

Asto war producing a suspension of interest on a national 
deht. let the gentleman lonk back a little to the wars of France, 
In 1783 Fra ce was at war with almost all the countries of 
Europe, and she immediately confiscated ali her debts to them. 
But whathappened thirty years afier, when the ion came? 
T'he Allies took Paris, and, in the settlement which then took 
place, they compelled France to pay all her debts, with full ine 
terest on the whole period during which payment had been sus- 
pended. That was the consequence to France of going to war 
‘to exunguizh debts. And if we goto war with Great Britain 
to morrow. she will make us, 2s one of the conditions of peace, 
nay onr whole debt of two hundred millions, with interest. And 
whatshall we gaint Spend millions upon millions every year 
as long as the war continues; and, unless itis greatly success. 
ful, have to pay our debt at last, principal and interest, This 
would depend on the chances of war, or the issue of battle. 
And as onr contests would be chiefly on the ocean, we must 
first obtain asuperioriry on the seas before we can put her down 
and vanquish her; and this to save ourecives from the rays 
ment of two hundred millions justiy due frum our citizens to 

rst Sear ae Pat 
he ‘have seen aletter from the Governor of Mississ‘ppi in de- 
fence of the repudiation of debts hy the Leztsiatuie ot that 
State: an operation, the justice of which one of her Represen- 
tatives bere [My. THOMPSON] endeavored to, explain ty the sa- 
tisfaction of this House andthe country. The letter of the Go- 
vernor gives an account of the motives of the people of Missise 
sippi for repudiating; aud the Govervor in that leter srys that 
he expects the subjes: will be made a matter of negotiation ber 
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tween Great Britain and the United States, and thinks it wit - 
present a very delicate question. a x 

(Mr. Toompso here was desirous of obtaining the floor for 
an. explanation; but what he said coud not be distinctly heard. 

Mr. Apams. - Leay that it is true; [have myself seen the let- 
ter, and read it, $: : 

Mr. Tuompson.’ i'here must be some mistake; because no 
part of the debis (and Lhave examined and traced them all).is 
due to the people of England. 

Mr. Apams. Ispeak of a letter which hasbeen published in 
all the papers of the country; it is signed with the name-of Gov- 
ernor McNutt, and never pas been coutradicted so faras I 
know. He says that he expects the matter will bea subject 
for negotiation; and adds, that a great Majority of the people of 
Mississippi would sooner go to war than yield to the payment 
ofthe debt. Icannot take the assertion of the gentleman that 
there is a mistake as sufficient evidence against a document > 
which I have seen in various papers, uncontradicted. 

Mr. Taompson here repeated his explanation. The Gov- 
ernor Ldild not have expected that debts would be made the 
subject of negotiation with England, not one dollar of which 
‘was owing to any British subject. ] , A 

Mr. Anams: Well; itis possible the letter does not name the 
foreign power with whom the negotiation is to be held. He 
says that he expects it to become a subjectof negotiation. I 
willnot undertake tosay that he actually names Great Bri- 
tain, nor is it materia); the principle is there; the people would 

rather go to war than censent to pay their debis. I shall 
not enter on the subjectof the propriety or expediency of the 
Legislature of Mississippi repudiating their State debt; but the 
geneman from Peensylvania and the gentleman from Virgi- 
nia both made this a question, in their arguments for war. 
The gentleman from Virginia says we must go to war with 
Mexico to recover the ten or twelve millions due by her; and 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania tells us that if we will only 
go to war with England, we shall et one dash sponge our whole 
debt of two hundred millions. Now, in reference to moral 
principles, I must say that I prefer-the doctrine of the gentle- 
man from Virginia. Thad rather, if! must go to war, do it to 
recover a just debt than to sponge adebt justly due. I makea 
deep distinction between the moral principle of the gentleman 
irom Virginia and the moral principle (if moral it can be 
called) of the gentleman from Pennsylvania. I speak of it as a- 
matter of fact. Both gentlemen make motives fur war out of 
the debts due to us or fromus. But Iam now replying more 
particularly to the argument of the gentleman from Virginia. 
Tam not wilting to go to war for the recovery of the ten or the 
twelve millions of dolars due us by Mexico, ` Jihink it not jus- 
tifiable to do so; and, if Lamia favor of retaining a fall minis- 
ter at that court, itis precisely for the reason that Lam for kon- 
ducting a pacific negotiation for that debt, and not. for going’ to 
war torecover it. - 1am therefore for a pacific mission to Mex- 
ico. Tam for staying of'as long as possible the final ‘right of 
the Government of the United States to assume a threaiening 
tone in order to recover this debt. That time, Ethink, has pot 
arrived. When it sball arrive, there will be no occasion for a 
special mission, but tor raising meney, a thousandfold more 
than the whole amount of the debt, in order to obtain right and 
justice. Going te war with Mexico, even though it should 
present to us the tempting advantage of robbing churches and 
priests, would not be my mode for recovering our debt. Y do 
not think it the proper remedy, and that is one of the reasong 
why Lam for retaining the full mission. 
There isa sccout reason given by the gentleman from Virgi- 
nia infavor of war. Me reminds us, with great warmth, that 
„there are some ten or twelve citizens of the United States now 
prisoners in the city of Mexico, and dragging chains about the 
streets of that city; thata British subjecttaken with them has 
been liberated, while they are keptin bondage. Now, if Lam 
correctly mformed, one American citizen, a son of General 
Combs, has been liberated on the application of the Minister of 
the United States, who waa as fairly asubject of imprisonment 
as the British subject of whom the gentleman speaks. Icer- 
tainly have no objections to our Minister’s making such repre- 
sentations as he can in favor of the release cT the citizens of 
the United States, although taken in aciual war against Mexico 
in association with Texan forces, but Fem not prepared to go 
to war to obtain their liberation, I must first be permitted to 
ask, howis ìt that these men happen to be in the streets of 
Mexico? Isit not because they formed part of an expedition, 
got up in Texas, against the Mexican city of Santa Fe? Were 
they not taken Augrante bello, actually engaged in a war 
which they badnowting to do with, to which the United States 
were no party? Inallthis great pity and sympathy for Ame- 
rican citizens, made to travel hundreds of miles barefoot and 
Ja chains, the qnestion “how came they there?” seems never to 
be asked. And yet, so fav asthe interposition of this nation for 
their recovery is concerned, that is the very first question to 
beasked. kt wasa regular warlike expedition, govup by the 
President ofthe republic of Texas for conquest within the Mex- 
< icun territory; the object berg, no doubt, to secure to Texas the 
possession ofthe sources of the Rio del Norte, for Santa Fe is 
situated at the source of that river. The State of Texas has 
never explicitly declared her boundaries, so that they are not 
exactly known; but, whateverthey are, they are no bounds to 
them, for President. Houston has declared that he means to 
transcend them, aid to push on into Mexico; andthe gentleman 
from Virginia tells us that if Houston does not do it, be Dimseif 
is ready to go and plant his standard on the lofty summit of 
that city, 

Well sir, this same Presider 
thing, Ido not know whether it is likely to bring us into dif- 
ficulty with him, for really the symptoms among us are such 
that it seems he will be allowed to do any thing, He has pro- 
claimed a biockade of the ports of Mexico: Now, a blockade 
must have the effect of cutting off our trade with those ports 
Not a vessel of che United States can approach the port of 
Vera Cruz, butshe will be stopped and turned back, to the total 
derangement of her voyage and the probable ruin of her owner, 
—wdthat, under this paper blockade. The two States are at 
war; and the most recent act of hostility is this expedition 


of Texas has done apother 


against Santa Fe, with a view to conquer and attach it to the 
tertitory of Texas. Fromour own valley of the M ippi— 
on whose valiant aad enterprising sons the gentleman from Vir- 


ginia pronounced so high a panegyric, and whose high-souied 
patriotism is so strongly stimulated by the prospect of robbing 
priests and pillaging churches—ten or twelve persons, in the ar- 

or of their disinterested zeai for liberty, joined this Texan ex- 
pedition against a part of the dominions of Mexico. But fur: 
tune did not smile upon the enterprise. I have heard of no 
yery valiant exploits achieved by their arms; but, on the con- 


trary, the moment they came in actual contact with the Mexi- 
can authorities, weak as they are, they laid down their arms 
and became prisoners of war at discretion. They were treated 
as Mexico treats her prisoncrs of war. 1 do not undertake to 
justify. that course of treatment; but I will say, that if our Mi- 
nister to Mexico has received instructions Imperatively to de- 
mand their release, and, if that shall be refused, to come imme- 
diately home, what willbe the consequences? I hope the con. 
sequences will be to save to the Treasury a little of his salary 
as mjoister: any other consequence than this, 1 earnestly. de 

precate. If, however, he does come back, I confess I shall not 
regret it; for, even after the. high eulogium bestowed upon his 
character and yualifications by the gentleman from Virginia. if 
my opinion were asked, I should still say that I prefer thatsome 
other individual should occupy the post. I say nothing in_ op. 
position to the eloquent panegyrig pronounced upon the indi- 
vidual: my reasonsare, that, upef the questionsin controversy 
between Mexico and this country, I know that his views are 
such as will not be very likely to perpetuatea state of peace 
between the twocountries, or be very advantageous to the union 
of these States, as now constituted, 

On a subject collateral to, if not identical with, that union, I 
have had some experience of the sentiments entertained by him, 
by the gentleman from Virginia, and by another gentleman, 
from Maryland, whom I do not new see in his place, (supposed to 
be Mr. W. C. Jonnson,) who fastened upon this House that ex- 
ecradle 21st rule, which is fast driving this Union to its dissolu- 
tion. Isay this without hesitation. Arule which has created 
more dissension and more ijl blood than all other measures 
adopted in this Jouse, and which is leading a large portion of 
the people of this country to approximate towards thé opinion 
thateven an open dissolution of the tion would be better than 
the state of things in which we now live. As to the talents of 
the gentleman in debate, I, too, base known him on this floor; 
and, perhaps, the gentleman from Virginia may say of me, as 
he satd of my excellent friend from Vermont—that I, also, have 
great reason to appreciate the gallant valor of his friend from 
South Carolina. Sir, his friend threatened me with the peni- 
tentiary onze—that is the greatest exploit of his valor that I am 
acquainted with. I have met him in this House, and from what 
I have witnessed here, I should give itas my opinion that my 
friend from Vermont is more than a match for him; and I would 
say so to his face, it he were here. Whether or not I have felt 
the power of hislance, I leave posterity and the world to say. 
At the same time, I disclaim all feclings of unkindnéss toward 
the gentleman m question. I must say that in the private and 
individual relations of society, there is nota man in this House 
with whom Ihave had a more friendly intercourse during the 
whole time of his continuance here—oven within three days after 
he had threatened me with the peiiitentiary. 

I heg the geneman from Virginia distinctly to understand, 
that if he means to apply the remarks he made as to his friend, 
our present Minister to Mexico, being so terrific achampion ia 
this House, I have never felt any of the dread which the gentle- 
man thinks he was calculated to inspire. {met him en his sta 
tion here, I never was afraid to meethim. Tappreciatedand 
respected his talents, and I have sometimes lamented the influ- 
ence he exerted inthe House, Ihave ofen differed from him, 
Dnt he never assumed the airs of that superiority which here 
seems to be claimed for him by his friend from Virginia; and I 
hold it scandalous for any gentleman in this House to assume 
to speak of any other as dreading a fellow-member. upon the 
floor. I know nothing of such dread. I speak of the Minister 
to Mexico as I would speak of him if he weve here, and as I am 
in the hadit of speaking on all occasions. Ie does not befit my 
spirit, and I hope it never will betit the spirit of any of those re- 
presenting that part of the country from which E come, to meet 
any u bere under a spirit of slavish ivferiority. I boldin 
disgust overy thing like the assumption of superiority, or the 
exaction of persona! deference, in a body like this. I meet gen- 
tlemen here in open debate,atd I speak my mind, sometimes 
perhaps too strongly, instigated it may he by 2 momentary feel- 
Ing of irritation, which sean passes aver, and which Tam after. 
wards the firstto regret; but the gentleman from Virginia has 
never seen me flinch from meeting him on a footing of perfect 
equality, or any other member of ihis House, past or present. 


Bas there is one observation which I feel called upon to make. 


at (his time, and which I make most unwillingly; and that is, 
that heretofore, when our present Minister tu Mexico was a 
member of this House, and also very recently, within but four 
days past, it has happened that membeis from twa sections of 
this Union are not permitted to stand on the same footing when- 
ever what are calied the rights of the South are involved. Ire 
fer more particu‘arly to the case of my friend from Vermont, 
(Mr. SLADE. ] who rose here and proce-ded te speak most per- 
fectly in order, if any such thing as order dees exist, but was 
arrested for touching upon what are called the peculiar institu. 
tions of the Southern States, and was compelled, by a decision 
of the Chair, to take his seat. 5 

At witnessing that decision 1 was greatly afflicted, for I had 
been so much entertained, and so much iustructed too, by the 
remarks of my-friend, that I felt persuaded, had he been per- 
mitted to proceed, he would have continued to enlighten us by 
remarks strictly to the purpose, Yet within halfan hour after- 
wards, the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Wise) rose, and al- 
most immediately broached the same subject of slavery, and 
was permittet, without let or interruption, to pursue the whole 
range of argument he chose to adopt in regardto it. (And for 
saying this. Edo not knuw but I may be arrested and ardered 
to take my seat, and not te © touch npon the subject of slavery.””) 
I, for one, am not disposed to submit to that inequality any 
longer. J} have witnessed it too long, and in a great variety of 
forms; bat T have always resisted it, and I hope that a sufi- 
cient number will here be found resolved to submit to it no 
longer, but determined to maintain their rights upon this floor; 
and that, if put down here by the force of numbers, they will 
make their appeal to the justice of the nation. 

F must ask pardon of the House for the desultory character 
of these remarks. It was said by one of the principal speakers 
of ancient times, as an apology for having detained a public 
assembly by a long speech, thathe “ had not had time to make 
it shorier.” I may say the same thing now. IfIhad hadthe 
requisite time for preparation, I should have endeavored to 
condense and methodize what I had te say; but as such is not 
the fact, J must be permitted to hope that the House will bear 
with me, 

The second reason in favor of war, put forth by the gentle- 
man from Virginia, I say, is no reason atall. Lam willing that 
our Minister shouid present a modest, sober solicitation to the 
Government of Mexico, for the release of such of our citizens 
as were taken in the act of marching to invade the Mexican 


nothing of the matter. 
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territery under the standard of Texas. But I would not make 
it a ground of war with Mexico, if her Government should re- 
ply, “ Your citizens thought proper to join themselves with the 
forces of Texas, and have exposed themselves to even. worse 
treatment than they have received.” And, if they did say ao, 
they might refer to the case of two British subjects by the names 
of Arbuthnot and Ambrister, who once interfered ina certain 
war between the United States and the Seminole Indians, carried 
on not in our own territory, but on a. foreign territory. . In that 
case, these men (Arbuthnot and Ambrister) were not brought to 
this city of Washington, to traverse our streets in chains; they 
Were not exposed to the severity of travelling barefoot for hun- 
dreds of miles. “No; a coucse much more summary.was ob- 
served in their. case; they were tried by a court martial, and 
one of them being a young man, scarcely ofage, the court were 
disposed to let the prisoners off with a punishment compara- 
tively mild, and the courtso found ; but what did General Jack- 
son do? : He struck his pen across that line in the finding of the 
court, and they were both hung up. [never complained.of that 
decision of General Jackson, though there were many others 
who did. Idid not, indeed, specifically defend or support the 
act, in itself eonsidered, but as a national question between us 
and Spain, and between us and Great. Britain, whose ‘subjects 
they were. ‘rhe ground I took by the orderof my Government, 
not so much to justify the act as to put off the ground of claim 
by Great Britain, was, thit these individuals had intermeddled 
ina war they had nothing to do with; in a war.not between us 
and Great Britain, but between us and certain Indian tribes; and 
that if they chose thus to’ expose themselves, they must: abide 
the consequencés, It wasa question of the same character as 
that on which we are now asked to go to war. I slid sustain, as 
a question of national Jaw. the right of General Jackson to. treat 
them as he did: andthe Minister of Great Britain at.that time, 
Lord Castlereagh, told our Misister, Mr. Rush, that they had 
concluded to pas: it over, after many anxious consultations held 
by the British Privy Council.. But, he said, if I had but lifted 
my finger, you. would -have had to answer that act of General 
Jackson by war. In that case there was quite’ as much të be 
said for Great Britain, had she taken up the quarrel for the 
hanging of these two British su jects, as for us if we should go 
to war for the ten or twelve citizens of the United States taken 
in theexpedition to Santa Fe. Isdy again, if the Governmen: 
has ordered our Minister to Mexico peremptorily to demand the 
release of the American- citizens now held as prisoners of war, 
and, in case of refusal, to come home, as a signal of the pur- 
pose of this country to pursue the demand by a resort. to war, 
they have gone beyond whatis right, and, as1 believe, have gono 
beyond their power. i ` 

Isay, further, that in my judgment we have adopted too 
menacing a téne in our negotiations with that power. I. speak 
not, of course, with certainty, for I do not positively know; but J 
do say, if our Minister has been oi dered to return.on the condi- 
tion T have stated, the Government have transcended their 
power; andI say, further, that the Executive department are-hot 
authorized to threaten any foreign nation with war, because 
they have no power to proclaim war; and because that power is 
among the most precious powers held by this-and the other 
House of Congress, who,under the Constitution, are made the 
trustees of the war power of the nation—the most solemn trust 
that can be committed to human hands. It becomes this 
Tlouse to vindicate its own authority, and to let the Executive 
department know that it is not for them to threaten foreign 
Governments with war. If a waris coming, and especially if 
there is immediate danger of its occurrence, and if the Execu- 
tive is apprized of the fact, itis his duty to inform Congress, and 
especially this House, of such a state of things, and refer to 
them the terrific question of authorizing war—a question in- 
volving, whenever it comes, the lives, the fortunes, and the 
happivess of millions. If instructions of the kind I have men. 
tioned have been given, I shall much regret it, though I shali 
not be displeased thatthe present Minister shall return. 

1 come now to the third ground for war urged by the gentle- 
man from Virginia And I hope Ido not misrepresent him when 
Isay that] understood him to affirm that if he had the power he 
would prohibit the invasion of Texas by Mexico; and.if Mexico 
would not submit to such a requirement, and should persist in 
her invasion, he would go to war. The gentleman stated, as a, 
ground for war, that Santa Anna had avowed his determination 
to “drive slavery beyond the Sabine.” That was what the gentle- 
man from Virginia most apprehended—that slavery would be» 
abolished in Texas; that we should have neighbors at our door 
hot contaminate by that accursed. plague spot He would 
have war with Mexico sooner than slavery should be driven ` 
back to the United States, whence itcame! “If that is to be the 
avowed opinion of this committee, in God’s name let my con- 
stituents know it; let the constituents of all the: free States ic 
the Union know it—the sooner it is proclaimed upon the 
housetops the beiter. The House is'to go to. war with Mexico 
for the purpose of amnexing Texas to this Union. Yes; and 
the gentleman produced, as a triumphant authority, (not indeed 
in his eyes,for he has not been in the habit of regarding the 
source of it with much respect, but still as good authority,) a 
decument from a former administration, intended by bim to 
Justify the existing Executive in proclaiming that he was. re- 
solved to do all in his power for the annexatior. of Texas: Yes, 
a predecessor of the present incumbent—even myself, for want 
of better authority—was. referred to, and alleged to have enter- 
tained the same feeling, the same disposition for the acquisition 
of this territory. aro 

The gentleman was so good as to send me (wo letters written 
by a distinguished gentleman now in my eye, then Sedxetary of 
State, to our Minister at the court of Mexico; I have not had 
ime to read them over, [A voice: “The extracts are given in 
the Intelligencer.”} Frorn’ those letters the gentleman caused 
certain extracts to be read, with a view to prove that in 1825, 
and again in 1827, instructions had been given to propose. to the 
Mexican Government a cession of the territory of Texas to the 
Rio del Norte, and a sum of money wae to be offered in.con- 
sideration, I thank him for citing this paper; it is a correct 
document, Ihad myself, in the negotiation of our treaty with 
Spain, labored to get the Rio del Norte as our boundary; and Í 
adhered to the demand till Mr. Monroe and all his cabinet di- 
rected me to forego it, and to assent to take the Sabine, 

And now I repeat what I have said before—that before the 
treaty was signed, it was carried by me, at the command of Mr. 
Monroe, to General Jackson, who, after examining it with the 


That fact was contested, with the usual candor of the organ of 
the administration, and it was declared that a member.of the 
House went to General Jackson, in person, and he recollected 

I then sent for the document in which 
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map in his hand, approved of the Sabine as the boundary. * 
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the fact Was put down in writing at the tiine, and though it was 
not published in the papers, it was sent to Mr. Van Buren for 
hia inspection, and after looking at it he became satisfied that 
tt was true, Perhaps this is not a material fact; I use it as an 
answer to the gentleman from. Virginia,‘to show that I did not 
originally negotiate the treaty with the present boundary of ihe 
Sabine. I maintained my demand for the Rio del Norte till 
Mr. Monroe and his cabinet overruled me and assented to the 
Sabice. But at that time Texas was a wilderness, with no pop- 
ulation, or atleast no American population. I do not believe 
there were 5,000 people in the whole territory, and they were 
Spanish subjects. In the course of aegotiation, and after the 
terms of the treaty had been concluded, the first American pro- 
ject for the settlement of the country was brought into being. 
I received a very long letter from Moses Austin, (1 think his 
name was Moses, father of Stephen Austin,) stating that his 
object wasto make a settlement in the wilderness. He wasa 
sort of a Boon; and he proposed to collect in the midst of New 
England as large a colony as he could, and with them to go into 
Texas and seitle the country. That was the state of things 
under which I was jn favor of annexation. 

When my proposition was made tothe Mexican Government 
in 1825, slavery had been abolished in that territory, There 
was not a slave there, nor was there the Jeast reason to expect 
there ever would be. There existed therefore no reason why I 
should be averse to the annexation of this new region to the 
territory of the Union. Tad jt been annexed, it would have 
been seitled by freemen. I should certainly have had noob- 
jection to that; nor do I know (hat I should object now, if it 
was brought within the scope of possibility. Ishould not in- 
deed desire it, because I think we have quite enough territory 
already. We have certainly as much as we can manage. But 
even as territory, it is not desirable. I should not wish it to 
form a part of the Union, even if it were settled with freemen, 


. and were a free State, as I would have wished it in 1825 er 


1827, Slavery was then abolished; and if Texas had come into 
the Union, there would have been no powerin the United States 
to restore it. Does the gentleman from Virginia think be- 
cause, under such circumstances, I wished tu see the annexa- 
tion at that time, that this is an argument either to show the ex- 
pediency of its annexation now, or any inconsistency in me be- 
cause 1 am now utterly opposed to it? 

(Mr. Wise bere asked liberiy to explain, and Mr. ADAMS 
having yielded the floor, Mr. Wise said, I rise to ask the gen- 
tleman a question. 

Mr. ApAMs. No, sir: no questions. explain; if you, please. 

Mr. Wisz. I wish to ask him if he did not instruct our 
Minister to protest against the abolilion of slavery in Mexico. 

Mr. ApaMs. (With vehemence.) No, sir! never! 

-Mr. Wiss. Not while the gentleman was President? 

Mr. Apams, No,sir! never! 

Mr. Wise. ‘It is so charged.) 

Mr. ADAMS: As to charges, [hope the gentleman does not 
expect me toauswerthem. Ihave never proiested against the 
abolition of slavery in Mexico or any where else. 1 have said 
that I was not prepared at this time to voie for abolishing sta- 
very in the District of Columbia; and I have offended a number 
of my constituents by repeating that declaration; but that is a dif- 
ferent thing. But even if l could have protested against the 
abolition of slavery, after it had been instituted; still, if my voice 
could be heard either here or in Texas, or in any other part of 
the civilized or the savage world, I wou'd have protested from 
the horton of my soul against its restoration; and that is the in- 
surmountable reacon why 1 never will consent to theanfexation 
of Texas to these United States. I would not take the territory 
ifit were ten thousand times more valuable than it is, sullied as 
itas with the crime of siavery restored. The people of Texas 
have not the apology which, with whatever force, is pleaded by 
many of those in our Southern States—that the slavery which 
now infests them was a vice, a crime, a misfortune, adisease 
inflicted upon them by the parent State; and that that is the rea- 
son why they must support it now. I must say, thatin my 
heart, if not in my mind, thatis the strongest arg at they 
ever have adduced in support of it: but Texas has no Juch de 
fence to set np; slavery was not bequeathed to them from a self- 
ish and cruel stepmother, as almostall the liberal men of Virgi- 
nia used to say of it in their commonwealth not many years 
ago, and as some among them stil] say. Ifthere can be an apo- 
logy for this plague spot, I say again that the people of Texas 
have none to plead; and that is the reasonawhy Texas never 
shall, with my consent, or, as 1 hope, with the consent of my 
constituents, or of any portion of the free people of the United 
States, become an integral part of this Union. 

There is another reason—a reason I admit vastly inferior to 
the other, but still it is a reason. Texas has acceded to the 
right of search: she is bound by treaty to that effect. If you 
take her as a part of ourselves, you take her with her treaties; 
and then we shall be bound to cede the right of search to Great 
Britain. I say this is a reason of infinitely less importance; yet 
so like am Ito a drowning man who clings even to straws, that 
I will not consent to the annexation on that account. And now 
the gentleman may go to the organ here of I know not what 
party, and insert an article accusing me of having made an 
“Engiish argument.” Let him go as soon as he pleases; 1 know 
it will be said l have made a British speech. | 
. Most joyfully indeed would 1 compound with the gentlemen 
from the Southern portion of the Union, if by our joint efforts 
we could prevail on ‘Texas to abolish slavery again—of whigh, 
indeed, there seems some faint gleam of hope in the published 
correspondence between General Hamilton, the Texan envoy, 
and Lord Palmerston. I would compound never to take Texas; 
or, if they will agree that slavery shall be abolished there, Twill 
agree to take her. But na, never, while breath is in my body, 
will [consent to the annexation of any foreign State which is 
burdened with the curse of slavery. ` 

What Lam now in say, Isay with great reluctance and with 
greatpain. [am well aware that it is touching upon a sore 
place, and I would gladly get over it if I could, t has been 
my cifort, as far as š in my power. fo avoid any allusion 
whatever to that qu n which the gentleman from Virginia 
tells us that the most lambëke disposition in South never 
can approach without ang ad indignation, Sir, that i A 
sorrow. Y admit thatthe fact is so. We cannot touch i 
subject without raising thronghont the whale South a mass of 
violence and passion. with waich one might as well reason as 
witha hurricane. That I know is the fact in the South, and 
that is the fact in this Hou Anditis the reason why mem- 
bers coming from a free State are silenced as soon as they rise 
on this floor; why they are pronounced out of order; made to 
sit down; and, if they proceed, are censured and expelled. 
Bat, in behalf of the South and of Southern institutions, a wan 


may get up in this House and expatiate for weeks together. 
On this point I do complain, and I must say I have been rather 
disappointed that I have not been put down already as speak- 
ing out of order. What I say is involuntary, because the sub- 
ject has been brought into the House from another quarter, as 
the gentleman himself admits. 1 would leave that institution 
to the exclusive consideration and management of the States 
more peculiarly interested jn it, just as long as they can keep 
it within their own bounds. So far I admit that Congress 
has no powerto meddie withit. As long as they do not siep 
out of their own boands, and do not put the question to the 
peopleof the United States, whose peace, welfare, and hap- 
piness are all at stake, so long I will agree to leave them to 
themselves. But when a member from a free State brings 
forward cer‘ain reselations, for which, instead of reasoning 
to disprove his positions, you vole a censure upon him, and 
that without hearing, itis quite another affair. At the time 
this was done, ĮI said that, as far as I could understand the re- 
solutions propssed by the gentleman from Otio, (Mr. Gro 
Dincs,) there were some of them tor which I was ready to vote, 
arid some which I must vote against; and I wll new tell this 
House, my coastituents and the world'of mankind, that the re- 
solution against which I would have voted was that in which he 
declares that what are called the slave States have the exclusive 
right of consultation on the subject of slavery. For that reso- 
lution I never would vote, because F believe that it is not just, 
and does not contain constitutional doctrine. F believe that so 
long as the slave States are able to sustain their institutions 
without going abroad or calling upon other paris of the Union 
to aid them or act on the subject, so long I will consent never 
to interfere. I have said this, and I repeat it; but if they come 
to the free States and say to them, You must help us to keep 
down our slaves, you must aid us in an insurrection and a civil 
war; then I say that with that call comesa full and plenary pow- 
er to this House anl to the Senate over the whole subject, It 
igawar power. Isay itisa war power; and when yourcoun- 
try is actually in war, whether it be a war of invasion or a war 
of insurrection, Congress has ‘power to carry on the war, and 
must carry it on according to the laws uf war; and by the laws of 
war an invaded country has all its laws and municipal institu- 
tionsswept by the board, and martial law takes the place ofthem. 

This power in Congress has, perhaps, never heen called into 
exercise under fhe presens Constitution of the United States, 
But when fhe laws of war are in ree, what, I ask, is one of 
those laws? Itis this: t nacountry is tavated, and two 
hosiile armies are set in martial array, the commanders ofboth 
armies have power to emancipate ail the slaves in the invaded 
territory. Nor is chis a mere theoretic statement. ‘The history 
of South America shows that the doctrine has been carried into 
practical execution within the last thirty years, Slavery was 
abolished in Columbia, first by the Spanish General Murillo, 
and, secondly, by the American General Bolivar. It was abo- 
lished by virtue ofa miliary command, given at the head of the 
army ; and itsabolition conungesto be law tothis’ay. H was 
abel:shed by the laws of war, and not by municipal cuaciments. 
‘Khe power was exercised by military commanders, under in. 
structions, of course, from thir respective Governments, And 
here I recur again to the example of General Jackson, What 
are you now xbuut ia Congress? You are about passing a grant 
to refund to General Jackson the amount ofa certain fine im- 
posed upon him by a judge under the laws of the State of Loui- 
siana. You are going to refund him the money, with interest; 
and this you are going to do, because the imposition of the fine 
was unjust. Aad why wasitunjust? Because Genera] Jack- 
son wasaciing under the laws of war ; and because the moment 
you placea military commander in adistrict which is the the- 
atre of war, the laws of war apply torbat district. Ihave a cor- 
respondence between General Jackson and the Governor of 
Georgin during the Seminole campaign, in which General Jack- 
son, addressing Governor Rabun, asserted the principle that he, 
as Governor of a State within his (Gen. J.’s) military division, 
had no right togive a military order while he (Genera! Jack- 
son) was in the field. ‘Fhe then Governor of Georgia (and 1 do 
not know but what it killed the poor man, for he died soon afier) 
did contest the power of Geseral Jackson. Hesaidall he could 
for State rights; but Andrew Jackson had given an order, and 
that order was carried into effect, while the order of the Go- 
vernor was suppressed. 

{Mr. Warren, of Georgia, here asked Jeave to make a state- 
ment in explanation; and the fluor having been yielded to him 
for that purpose by Mr. Anams, he proceeded to give a history 
of the facts of the case to which Mr, A. had just alluded; bat 
owing to his position at a distance from the Reporter, he was 
imperfectly heard. Tho conclusion of what he said was, how- 
ever, that the Gaverner of Georgia never yielled the ground he 
hat taken, nor dil he die in consequence of the difficulty.] 

Mr. Apams resumed, I am giad to hear the explanation, 
and fam entirely willing to concede whateve of merit is due 
to the Governor of Georsia for ug what he conceived to 
be military ty:anny. Butt am airaid. neveriheless, whatever 
may have been the st 
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I here pledge myself to recant 
Let my position be answered; let me be told, 
tuents be told, letthe people of my State be told—a State whose 
soil tolerates nat the foat of a siave—tiac they are bound by the 
Constitution to a long and toilsome march ender burning sum- 
mer suns anda deadly southern clime fop the suppression ofa 


that they are bound to leave their bodies:to rot 
upon the lands of Carolina—to leave their wives. widows and 
their children orphans; that'those who cannot march are bound 
to pour out their treasures while their sons or brothers are pour. 
ing out their blood to suppress a servile, combined with acivil 
Or a foreign war, and yet that there exists no power beyond the 
limits of the slave State whëfe such war is raging to emancipate 
the slaves! Isay, let this be proved--I am open to conviction; 
but till that conviction comes, I put it forth not as a dictate of 
feeling, but as a settled maxim of the laws of nations, that ia 
such a case the military supersedes the civil. powér; and un 
this account I should have been obliged to vote, as I have 
said, against one of the resolutions of my excellent friend trom 
Ohiu, (Mr. Ginpines,) or should at least have required that it 
be amended in conformity with the Constitution of the United 
taies, 

Ia ihe meantime, this isa reason with me for not desiring the 
annexation of Texas to this Union; because, if we go to war for 
that annexation, lentertain serious apprehensions that.this will 
become a practical question. If we shall goto war with Mexico, 
and, which necessarily foliows, go to war with Great Britain, to 
annex Texas to this Union, ihe day is vut remete when, in one of 
the slave States, an invading army from abroad may be com- 
bined with an insurrection of the slaves and. with a civil war, 
and the danger still further heightened by an irruption of that 
whole body of Indians whom you have accumulated and com. 
pressed together asif for the very purpose of organizing them 
fora hostile movement upon our frontier, Iputthis possibility 
to the representatives of the Southern States as presenting a 
most serious and painful consideration to my mind. The gen- 
tleman from Virginia makes very lightof this. He talks to us 
about thestar of Texas, which he callsthe ‘tone star of liberty.” 
Liberty and Texas! The star of liberty illumined by the radi- 
ance of slavery restored! Yes, that is the stag which is to lead 
us onto victory. So, I suppose, if war shall obme, we shall not 
only acquire this solitary brilliant star of Texas, but we shall 
have all Mexico added to the United States. “Sir, the 
Isthmus of Panama will scarcely stop our victorions arma; 
and I really wonder the gentleman did not carty us on 
te Cape Horn. The gentleman, in his dreams, (shall I call 
them) toid us that President Houston was to plant this 
same lone star of Texas on the walls of the city of Mexico, 
and that, if President Houston did not do i, the gentle: 
man himself would. And he means, in this heroic enter. 
prise, to lead on the brave spirits of thousands from the great 
valley of the Mississippi, inspirited by the hope of robbing 

jests! So ic isto bea religious as well as a 
a sort of cru ain which the gentleman 
inia is likely to transcend the exploits of Tamerlane 
and Ghengis Khan, The gentleman is soon to plant the lone 
star of Texas and slavery on the walls of Mexico; and then 
what is to become of the liberties of these United States? Is it 
couformabls to che history of the world thatthe Jeader of such 
anariny, after conquests not reaching to one-tenth the extent of 
those which the gentleman wiil achieve, should remain content 
with the station of an humble private citizen? No, No. The 
experience of al! mankind has given us warning that if that is 
tu be the course of our public affairs, and such are to be the 
briiliant fortunes of the gentieman from Virginia, our liberGes 
will stand as little chance in after times as those of the nine 
fiions of the people of Mexico after he shall have conquered 
them. 

But Lain inclined to consider all thisvather as approaching to 
what is sometimes called rhodomontade, than a iking in the se. 
rious contemplation of the gentleman fron Virginia: and I look 
forward to the time when, 1m the records of history, the gentlé- 
man’s name shall be placed side by side, not with the name of 
Ghengis Khan or Tamerlane, but with that of a still more glo: 
rious conqueror by the name of Thomas Thumb. 

But it 1s growing late; and as the time has been fixed when 
this debate is to ciose, and as the time | have already occupied 
bears upon my conscience, I will close by repeating my request 
that the Hicuse wil pardon the imperfect and desultory manner 
in which F have endeavored to furnish some reply to the war- 
trumpets of the gentlemen from Virginia asd Pennsylvania. T 
will now yield the floor to some other member who may desire 
to occupy it. 

Mr. ADAMS resumed and concluded his remarks in reply to 
the speeches of Messrs. ©. J, INGERSOLL and WISE. ` 

Mr. ADAMS having coucluded— 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL obtained the floor, but yielded itto 

Mr. L. W. ANDREWS, who moved that the Committee rise 
for the purpose of moving in the Mouse to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was adopted, which provides that ihe. 
Cebate shall on the bill on Saturday at twelve o'clock, 
and that the Committee shali then proceed to vote on (he ameng- 
ments, and report such asmay be adopted, together with the 


m 


day, We debate should be carried further ‘ 

Mr. CALHOUN asked the Geman from Kentucky (Mr. 
ANDR! Jas he would very gladly accommodate him by his 
vote, whether it was his intention to reply to the speech just 
made? 

Mr. ANDREWS (apparently not hearing the purportof Mr 
Cauor. remark) said he had intended his remarks for the 
speech just made, . 4 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL said he wouid submit the motion that 
the commiitiee rise, for the purpose of retaining his right to the 
floor, 

And the question being taken, the vote stood: Ayes 66, noes 
77. 

So the committee refused to rise. 

The denue was farther continued by Mr. CAMPBELL, of 


RELL having concluded— = , 
Mr. BOTTS obtained the floor and expressed his Intention to 
reniy fo same of the rer s of Mr. ADAMS, but, ia obedience 
toa very general call, and the boar being late, moved that the 
tes Ar the same time, Mr. B. gave notice that, 
should the committe cise, he would in the House give notice of 
a motion to reconsider the vote by which the House yesterday 
resolved that the general appropriation bul should be taken out 
JES ittee er 12 o'clock to Morrow. i 
e And the question being taken the committee rose and re 
pored ANDREWS, of Kentucky, moved a re-consideration 
of the vote by which the House had yesterday resolved that the 


general appropriation bill should be taken out of committee at 


]2 o'clock to-morrow. l 2 
And Mr. A, was understood to move the previous questiens 


t, after the nnjustifiable trace they had had to- 
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CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. CALHOUN, of Massachusettsa moved that there be a call 
of the House. i 

Mr, STANLY moved that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. ANDREWS, of Kentucky, asked the yeas and nayson 
that mouon; which were refused. ‘ 

And the quesiiun being taken, it was decided in che affirmative: 
Ayés 68, noes 59. [No quorum voting] _ 

But a majority of those present voting in the affirmative— 

The Wouse adjourued. 


Mr. A. C. DODGE, on Thursday last, presented four peti- 
tions, very numerously signed by inhabitants of Illinois aad 
Iowa, praying Congress to establish a mail route from Knox- 
ville, the county seat of Knox county, Illinois, via Millersburg, 
the county seat of Mercer county; Hhinois; thence to Blooming- 
ton, the county seat of Muscatine county, lowa Territory. The 
petitioners represent that for three years past they have prayed 
for the reliefherein sought, during which time their necessities 
have been constantly increasing. 

Also, the. memorial and petition of inhabitants of Lee, White- 
side, and Rock Island counties, in the Siate of Hlinois, Sestu 
Cedar and Johnson counties,in Iowa Terrtiory, peaying Cien- 
gress forthe establishment of a semi-weekly mail route from 
Dixon, in the county of Lee, via Serling Post Office, Round 
Grove Post Office, Como Pust Office, Syndon Post Offibe, Cran- 
dals Ferry Post Office, Canoe Creek, on the north west side of 
Rock River; thence to Hampton, en the Mississippi river; 
thence across said river to Pleasant Valey Post Office; thence 
via Hickory Grove Post Office, Tipton, Cedar River Post Of: 
fice, at Washington Ferry, to Iowa city, inlowa Territory. 

A petition frorn cinzens of Sconand Cimton coùnues, Iowa 
Territory, praying Congress to appropriate six thousand dol- 
Jars for the cons:ruction of a bridge over the Waubesapinecon 
river, at a point where the Territorial road leading fram Daven- 
port to Dubuqaue via Parkhurst, Camanche, Lyons, Charles- 
ton, and Bellview crosses said river, 

From citizensof the town of Parkhurst, Scott county, Towa 
Territory, asking for a section of public land, to aid in ths ere» 
tion of suitable buiidiags for a seminary of learning, tobe esta- 
blished in said town. 

From citizens of lowa Territory, representing that the peni- 
tentiary of said Territory is about one half, finished; that the 
work, so far as it has progressed, has been execute? m the most 
substantial and workmanlike maaner, and that its unfinished 
and exp^sed condition roerders an appropriation by Congress 
absolutely neccasary for its preservation and completion. 

A memoriai froin the Council and Muse of Representatives 
ofthe Territory of Iowa, praying Congress to make an appro- 
Priation of $8,009, to compensate Major Jeremiah Smith, jr. 
for the loss of a house, built by him for the accommodation of 
the Legislature, and consumed by fice on the morning of the 
13th of December, 1837, whilst in ins occupancy. 

Another from the same body asking the es! 
Land Office at Marton in Lian coauty, Iewa Ter 

Another frotn the same body, asking the es 
Land Office, at Fairfield in Jefferson county, Io a Territory. 

Another from the same body, asking the establishment of a 
new Land district—the office for which tobe located at Iowa 
city—the permanent seat of Government of said Vervitory. 

Another from the same body, asking an appropriation to 
complete the national road from Dubuque to the Southern 
boundary of the Teritory of Jowa. 

From the same body, asking Congress to make a donation to 
the Territory of Iowa, of ‘the contiguous sections to the one 
upon which Iowa city is located—they having been reserved 
feum sale by the actof March 3, 1839. 

From the same body, representing that the trade upon the 
Upper Mississippi has incre ised, within the last three or four 
years, almost beyond a parailel—that the rapid growth of 
agriculture has only been equalled by the development of the 
vast mineral resaurces of Towa, Ulinvis, and Wiscoasin—that 
from statistics, the corcec:ness of which cannot be doubted, itis 
shown that the products of the lead region already exceed thirty 
millions of pounds of teal anaually—an amount equal to that 
Produced in all the countries of wurope—England only ex- 
e2pted—that in conaequence of (he obst uctions te the t 
tion of the Miss known as ths “Des Moir and 
“Rock River E ing the past season, between 
Dubuqne (lowa Territory) and $t. Louis, Mobile, have been 
seven hundred per cent. higher than rdinary rates, or when 
the rapids are passable by steam boats; and therefore the me- 
morial expresses the earnest hone t Congress will make an 
appropriation from the national ‘Treasury io remove the said 
obstructions, 


From the same baly, asking for a donation of lands to esta- 
blish a seminary of leaming ac West Point, in Lee county, 
Iowa Territory, 

From the same body, represeiiting that Rock Istand, in the 
State of Ilinois, isthe most suitable place for the establishment 
of the Western Arun and praying Congieas to appropriate 
$5,000 for the construction of a roiitary road from Davenport 
to lowa City. 
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n citizens of Saiem and vicinity, pray- 
ing for a mali route fram Dobuque, via Kdirbargh, Ilowa City, 
Mount Pleasant, ani angua, lowa Territory. 

Also, one signed by 25) cilizeas of Linn county, fowa Ferri. 
tory, praying Congress o locate the new land office ta be esta- 
Dlished in X on, the county seat of said county. 

Also, a peution from John Newland, praying for back pen- 
sion. ` 

Also, a petition feom Walter Ba'ler, esq. praying Congress 
tacompensate him forthe use ofa house occupied by the Le- 
gislature of Iowa, d 

Also, one 
by a law of 
of the Terrisary to 
City—the permaner 
may he soid by ry 
taty has kept, and pow keeps, hi ce of seventy 
five miles from the seatar Government; that, in consequence 
thereof, owners of lotsin saidcity are put to great expense and 
inconvenience ia procuring deeds, &e.—therefore the petition: 
ers pray Congress su to amend the organic act of said Terri- 
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tory as to compel the Secretary to keep his office at the seat of 
Government of the Territory. 


Mr. DOD GE, on Thursday Jast, presented the following me ; 


morials and petitions from Wisconsin: 

Memorial of the Legislative- Assembly, for the improvement 
of Grant river, near tte town of Potosi. in Grant county. 

Two petitions from the inhab:tants of Racine county, asking 
for theestablishmentof a mail reute from Southport to Bur. 
lington, ~ 

Petition of John McNair, younded while in the service of the 
United States, fora pension. a 

From the members of the Legislative Assembly, asking the 
establishment of a mail route from Madison, via Exeter and 
York, in the county of Green, to Monroe, the seat of justice of 
said county. 5 

From Peter Dekorra, a Winnebago Indian, asking the pas- 
sage ofa law by Congress, extending to him the right of citizen- 
ship. Alof which werg referred. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
SATURDAY, Apiil 16, 1642, 

Mr. FILLMORE rose when the journal had been read, and 
said, with the perinission of the gentleman [Me- ANDREWS] 
who yesterday rmoveda reconsideration of the vote by which 12 
o’clock to-day was fixed fur taking the appropriation bill ont of 
Commitee of the Whole, he would move that the House re- 
solve itself into Committee of the Whole en thai bill, so that the 
hour aifotted to the committee m not be Jost, 

Mr. ANDREWS asked wheiber, inthe event of the commit: 
rising within the houn, his motion would be in order, 

TheSPRAKER was understood to reply in the affirmative. 

Mr. RHETT inquired whether such a motion would be in 
order if the bany elapsed belore the committee rose? 

The SPEAKER replied that it wouid not, as the previous 
order of the Nouse must be executed. 

A short conversation iken took place between Mr. A. V. 
BROWN and the SPEAKER; after which the question was 
put on te motion to go into committee and the vote was an- 
nounced to be 69 in the afirmative, and 49 in the negative, be- 
ing less than a quorum. Several gentlemen came info the 
House after ihe members on the last division were counted, and 
on the question being again put, the ayes and noes were called 
for, and ordered, They resuitedas follaws: Ayes 89, noes 67. 


into Committee of the Whole 


Mr. SLADE obtained permission to correct a published re- 
port of his remarks a few days ago respecting Mr. Waddy 
Thompson, He said he had been reported to have said that he 
objected to Mr. Thompson's appointment to that mission on 
account of hispersonal cha 


utas Mexico regarded 
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Mr. BOTTS, who had the 
sumed the debate in reply to Mr Anams’s speech of yesterday 


floor from yesterday, then re- 


and the day preceding. The time to which he was limite? was 
thirty-five minutes, aud necessarily, therefore, his speech was 
incomplete, but he joined issue with Mr. ADAMS on several 
material points. He also directed a portion of his remarks to 
the speech of Mr. Snaps, and offered to enter into a compro- 
mise, the terms of which were that the North should abolish 
her Abolition ‘societies and her antis} very presses, and the 
South wouk give ap any desivn to adroit Texas into th Union; 
otherwise the Sourh would act upon the principle that seif-pre- 
servation was the first law of nature. 

At five muintes to 12 oelock, Mr, RHETT requested the gen- 
teman from Virginta to give for a motion to rise, with the 
design to mave the reconsideration of the vote by which 12 
o'clock was fixed to take the bill outof committee, 

Mr. BOLES replied that he h isfied himself that the 
committer would not » and therefore he preferred continu- 
lng io che end of bis allowed time. 

Mr. SOMMERS again solicited the gentleman to give way, 
when but two mint pained; to which heacceded, and Mr. 
SOMMERS move tive commni'es rise. 

Tellers were calicd for, and the votes in the affirmative were 
being laken, when 

Mr. JOUN ©. CLARK ca 
to the fact that twas now o'clock. 

Mr. 1e House is di 
he Vute was theo anncuaced to be 8&8 in the affirmative and 
i he committee 1030, 

taken the chai 
e reconsideration, of which he 
had before given. notice, and mnved the previous question 
thereon. 

Mr. WISE said he understood such a motion could not be en- 
tertained afer 12 o’clock, 

The SPEAKER was understood to decide that no question, 
could be enterteriained wetil ibe motion for the previous ques- 
tion had h isposed of, 
was sustained by the Henge, 


ed the attention of the chairman 


B callod for the ayes and noes en the motion 
£ agteod to, and the yeas and noes re- 
n0ux 85; so the motion to reconsider 


te reconsider, v 
sulted as follows—ares 
was rejected. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the House again resolve itself 
into Committee of the Whole, which was agreed to, and Mr, 
THompsow remmedihe Chali 

Mr. PiLLMORE theg 
main in committee 
be taken on the pendi 
LINN and! 
ive amecsimer 
hen proceeded to dispose of the other sections 


expired, he hoped the vote would 
Imerts, 


. J. INGERSOLL withdrew their re 


M 


spe 


S. 


The commiuee 
of the bill. 
Mr. 


McK 


eznela, New 
a; which motion was rejected. 
dan amendment from ihe Committee 
naking an appropriation for the outfit of 
resto New Grenada $4,500; which motion 
aes 82, 
dtostrike out the appropriation for the 
salaries of the Charges des Affaires to Naples and Sardinia: 
rejected without a division, 


Jomscmreowerrenrorocores 


r. McKEON inquired if the clause 222 for contingent exi 
penses of all the missions abroad, did not come within the rule 
which required the striking out of contingencies. 

The CHAIR replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. FILLMORE. appealed from the decision of the Chair, 
but subsequently withdrew the appeal; and the question being 
taken on striking out the clause, it was lost. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved to reduce the appropriation of $10,- 
000 for the purchase of a lot adjoining the Mint at Philadelphia, 
one-half; which motion was agreed to. ` 

Mr. SPRIGG offered an amendment, providing that no part 
of the money appropriated for light-houses, beacons, &c. shall” 
be applied to the keeping up, repair, and improvement of the 
same, unless the land on which they are erected, together with 
the jurisdiction thereof, shall havo been ceded to the. United 
States by the States in which they are situated: rejected - 
without a division. 2 i 

Mr, BOTTS, from the Committee of Ways and Meats, of- 
fered an amendment, (to come in as an additional section, “For 
printing statistical reports, &. and numbers of the inhabitants of ` 
the United States, and military and Revolutionary pensioners, a 
sum not exceeding 8— the prices of printing to be estimated 
by practical printers; aud provided that no part of the appro- 
priation shall be applied tothe pay ment of the printing of the 
tables of the census which is yet in dispute. x 

The quesiionon this amendment was decided in the affirma- 
tive—eyes 98, noes 29. eee 

Mr. FILLMORE offered an amendment appropriating. 
$10,000 to put the Marine hoepital at Mobile in asuitable tondi 
tion for occupation: carried—ayes 91, noes not coun‘ed. 

Mr. WARRE Y of Georgia offered an amendment tocome in~ 
as an additional section, appropriating $19,399 67 for the pay- 
ment of five companies of Georgia mounted volunteers, called, 
into service in the year 1840, and two companies of volunteers 
called into service in 1841: rejected, i, 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON calledthe attention of the committee to 
clause No. 7, 34 page, being for deficiency in the appropriation 
for the 26th Congress, on account of the contingent and inéi- 
dental expenses of the Honse, namely, for printing, binding, . 
lithographing, and books, $93,335 85, or so much thereof as may - 
be found necessary, by the Committee on auditing the Accounts ` 
ofthe Mouse. Mr. J. said that this clause should be strickeù 
out.under the rule requiring all itema not authorized by law, to 
be stricken out. i 

The CHAIR overruled the point raised by Mr. J, upon which 
the latter appealed, but, on taking the question, the House BUSS 
tained the decision of the Chair. © St ge 

Mr. FILLMORE moved to take up the appropriations: for 
the Territory of Iowa, which had been passed over in the ab- 
sence and sickness of the Delegate. ; ik 

The several items of the appropriations for Iowa were accord. 
ingly gone over, when i 

Ar. DODGE of lowa offered an amendment appropriating 
$13,100 for arrearages of the expenses of the Legistature of the. 
‘Yerritory, and afier some remarks from Mr. D. in explanation, 
the amendment was agreed to. 7 à 

Mr. EVERETT moved to strike out the appropriation of 
$2,000 for the allowance to the law agent, assistant counsel, 
and district attorneys, for the Territory of Fiorida, which mo- 
tion was agreed to—ayes74, noes 71. . 

The several items of the bill having been gone through with 
the bill, was reported, as amended, to the House, and several 
tae amendments when reed were excepted to, and laid aside, 
when : . a 

The various amendments that had not been excepted to. were 
concurred in, A ete 

Mr. BOTTS moved to amend the amendment of the com-: 
mittee, striking out the clause appropriating $25,000 for the 


` contingent expenses of the State Department, by the insertion: 


of a proviso that hereafier the job prindng, binding, stationery, 
&c. of the Executive Departments shall be furnished by con- 
tract to the lowest bidder, proposals for which shall be adver. 
Used for in the public papers, &c, the work to be done in the 
city of Washington. y 7 

Mr. B. called for the previous question on his motion. 

Mr. WISE raised the question whether, on the general ap. 
propriation bill, it wasin order to introduce a new law onthe 
subject of printing. Mr. W. said that this subject had already 
been referred to a Selcet Committee, who would shortly make. 
a report on it; and, when that reference was made, it was the 
general understanding of the House that this subject was to be 
left to that committee. 

The CHAIR overruled Mr. Wisr’s point of order} when 

My. WISE appealed -from the decision of the Chair, and 
moved for a'call of the House, À 
g the question, the cali of the House was refused, 

Afier some remarks from Mr. Sprica— 

The question was taken onthe appeal made by Mr. Wisp, 
and decided in favor of sustaining the decision of the Chair. i 

The previous questionon Mr. Borrs's motion having been 
seconded and carried, the main question was taken by yeas and 
nays; and decided in the affirmative—yeas 139, nays 54, 

The q `n was then faken on concurring with the come 
mittee in striking ont the appropriation of $25,000 for contin: 
sencies of the State Department, and rejected, | sj 

Mr. FILLMORE moved to take the question on concurring 
with the remainder of the amendments of the Committee all 
together, ` 

Mr. PROFFIT objected. 

_ Mv. THOMESON of Mississippi moved that the House ad- 
journ. 

Me FILLMORE called for the yeas andnays; which were not 
ordered. 

‘The question was then taken by count, and carried—ayes 74 
noes 69. ? 

So the House adjourned, 

—, 
IN SENATE, 
Monpay, April 18, 1842, 
; THE DIFFICULTIES IN RHODE ISLAND, 
_ Mr. ALLEN submitted the flowing resolution; which hav- 
ing been read. was ordered to'be printed : i 
Resolved, Thatthe President ofthe United States be requested 


to communicate to the Senate all is formation in bis possession, or 


which has been commnnicated to him, either verbally or in writ. 
ing, whether from the Governor ofthe State of Rhode Island, or 
from persons purporting to act under his appointment, or by his 
authority or request, or under. the authority or request of any 
or either of the present authorities of that State, civil or. milis 
tary, or purporting to act under the aulhority, or by the appoint. 
ment, or at the request of a convention of Gelegates of the peo. 


ple of that State, or of a committee of any such convention, or 
purporting te act as the immediate agent or representative of 
any meeting or assemblage of citizens of that State, relative to 
proceedings which have taken place, or are in contemplation in 
that State, with a view to the establishment of a Coustitutional 
republican form of government for the people thereof, in the 
place of the land company charter granted by King Charles 
H of England, and under which that State has hitherto been 
governed; and that he also communicate to the Senate, with 
that information, all correspondence, proclamations, orders, aad 
proceedingsof any character and description whatsoever, which 

ave been taken on the partof the Executive Government of 
the United States touching that matter. 

Mr. MOREHEAD presented joint resolutions adopted by the 
Legislature of Kentucky, at its late session, in relation to the 
duties imposed on tobacco by France and England, and re- 
questing the Representatives and Senators fro: that Siate to 
urge the passage of a law levying a restrictive duty on English 
and French importations corresponding with the duty imposed 
by. those Governments on tobacco of American growth. 

Ordered, To lie on the table, and be printed. 

Mr. MILLER presented a memorial from those engaged in 
the Union Glass Works at Philadelphia, praying protection by 
the imposition of increased duties on imported glass. Referred 
tothe Committee on Manufactures. 

Mr. SMITH, of Indiana. presented a memorial from citizens 
of the counties of Miami, Fulton, and Wabash, Indiana, praying 
the establisament of certain mail routes: referred to the Com- 
mittes on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee of Claims, to which had 
been referred House bili for the relief of the assistant marshal 
of the United States for the district of Kentucky, reported the 
same back, with amendments. Mr. W. remarked, that the com- 
mittee had strong doubts whether the bill should pass, even with 
the proposed amendments; and have therefore reserved the 
right to take such course as their sense of duty may suggest to 
them when the bill comes up for consideration. 

DEATH OF THE HONORABLE JOSE?H LAWRENCE. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
notifying the Senate of the death ofthe honorable Joseru Law- 
RENGE, late one of the Representatives from the State of Penn- 
sylvania, and that his funeral would take place to-morrow, at 
12 o'clock, and inviting tne Senate to attend the same. 

The message having been read— i 

Mr. BUCHANAN rose andaddressed the Senate as follows: 

Tt; has become my painful duty, the second time since the 
eommencement of the present session of Congrees, to move the 
adjournment of the Senate, asa token of respect for the memory 
ofa member of the Pennsylvania delegation. Josspa Law- 
RENCE departed this jife, at his lodgings in this city, yesterday 
morning, ata little after 11 o'clock, in the 54th year of his ave. 
Of him it may be emphatically said that he died as he had lived, 
at peace with God and man. 

r- Lawrence was no common man. His intellect was 
of a high order, and his mind was stored with useful and 
practical Knowledge. Although he did not enjoy the advan- 
tiges of a liberal education, he had ina great degree supplied 
this deficiency by his own industry and reflection. His fellow- 
citizens, atan early period of his life, became sensibie of his 
worth, and he served nine years asa member of the House of 
Representatives in the Legislature of his native State. Dur- 
ing four sessions of this period, he was elevated, by the confi- 
dence and regard of his feliow members, to the distinguished 
station of Speaker of the House, He was afterwards transfer- 
red by the satne Constituents to the councils of the nation, and 
served as a member of the House of Representatives during the 
19h and Wh Congresses. Ata subsequent period he was 
elected by the Legislature of Pennsylvania Treasurer of the 
State, and during one year discharged the duties of that reapon- 
sible office entirely to the public satisfaction, He was finally 
elected to the present Congress, where he was destined to close 
his earthly career. 

Mr. Lawrence was not a frequent debater; but}when he 
chose to speak, hisefforts were always marked by good sense, 
sound argument, and a thorough knowledge of his subject; and 
he always commanded the attention of his audience. Whilst 
he maintained his own opinions firmly, his heart was the s-at cf 
kindness and benevolence; and therefore he was tolerant of the 
opinions of others. le discharged all the relative duties of 
life, in a most exemplary manner. Ue wasa most affectionate 
husband, a kind father, and a devoted friend, 

He was a practical farmer ail his days, and never pursued 
any other occupation. In this most useful and honorable em- 
ployment, calculated above all others to inspire the mind with 
elevated and ennobling thoughis, he early ascended from the 
works of nature by which he was surrounded to Nature’s God. 
He was a-incere and devoted but tolerant Christian, and he 
was not deserted in the last hour of his existence by the Being 
in whom he had confided. Ife met his fate with calmness and 
resignation, and passed through the dark valley of the shadow 
of death leaning on the arm of his Redeemer. Fn contemplat- 
ing such a life and such a death, well may each one of us ex- 
claim, with Balaam of old, “Let me die the death of the right- 
eous, and let my lastend be like his,” 

Mr. B, concluded by offering the following res 

Resolved, That the Senate has receive:! with deep sensibility 
the communication frum the House of Rep otatives, an- 
nouncing the death of the Hon, Joser LAWRENCE,a repre- 
sentative from the State of Pennsylvania. 

Resolved, That, in token of sincere and high respect for the 
memory of the deceased, the Senate and its officers will attend 
his funeral to-morrow, at the hour appointed by the House of 
Representatives, and will wear crape on the left arm as mourn- 
ing for thirty days; and, as a further mark of respect— 

Resolved, That the Senate do now adjourn. 

The question was put, and the resolutions were agreed to 


unanimously. 


utions: 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, April 18, 1842. 

e opened the proceedings with an im- 
pressive prayer, ia a! n to the melancholy event which was 
subsequently anounced to the House, à 

The Crerk then raad the journal of Saturday, which was ap- 
proved; and 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN rose, and spoke as follows: F 

I rise, Mr. Spoaker, to perferm a most painful and melan- 
choly duty. Death, that of late has been so busy in these halls, 
has taken to his cold embrace another of our most cherished 
members. My honored and esteemed friend and colleague, 
Jonsen La weenes, is nojmore ; he expired at his lodgings, in 


The Rev. J.N. N 
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this city, yesterday morning, after severe, and somewhat pro- 
tracted suffering, to which he submitted with a calmness and 
resignalion’worthy of the man and the Christian. 

‘Tue deceased, Mr. Speaker, was born in Adaras county, in 
the Coumuiwealih of Pennsylvania, but in early infancy was 
taken by his parents to the county of Washington, i: the wesi- 
ern part of tie Stace, which ever a terwards continued to be 
his place of residence. Hesoon gave promise of that excel- 
lence for which, through life, he was remarkable, and, at an 
early age, was called totake an active part in the councils of 
his native State. For many years a representative of her Je- 
zisiative body, he was noted for his application to business, and 
his knowledge of his duties. The estimate placed upon him 
by his fellow-members is attested by the fact that for four euc- 
cessive sessions he was chosen Speaker of the House of Re- 
presentatives, from which dignified position he was transferred 
by his constituents to a seatin Congress. He entered this body 
in 1825, and served during the 19th and 20th Congresses. 

After the lapse of some time, he again became 2 member of 
the Legislature of Pennsylvania, and served in that capacity 
until elected by his fellow-members to the responsible station of 
State Treasurer; and, finally, in the exciting political canvass 
of 1548, he was returned a member of the present Congress. 

In the various important stations held by Mr. LAWRENCE, 
although a plain farmer, he achieved a high reputation for 
strength of intellect, and that capacity for public affairs which 
constitutes the true practical statesman. As a pariiamen‘ary 
debater, he formerly bore a conspicuous part in most of the 
great questions which have engaged the attention of the coun- 
try; and was prominent as an advocate of those measures 
deemed vital to their prosperity by the people of bis own sec- 
tion of the Union. i 

More than one gentleman on this floor has served with my 
jamenced friend in the public councils, and can bear testimony 
to his merits and services as a faithful public agent. To them 
I can appeal for the truth of the remark, that few men ever de- 
served a larger share of the esteem and confidence bestowed 
upon him. Fixed in his political principles, steadfast of pur- 
pose, and unwavering in the course of policy which he deem- 
ed jast and patriotic, he was only anxious to do his duty, wiih- 
outsceking to trample upon the rights of others, or to give of- 
fence to such as differed from him in sentiment. Jence, in a 
somewhat Jong and chequerad public careet, and amidst the 
stormy passions of fierce party strife, he set an example of to- 
lerance and forbearance, which. whilst it was the offspring of 
benevolence, wun fur him the kind regard even of his oppo- 
nents. 

But, Mr. Speaker, whatever may have been his merits as a 
public man, st was in his social and domestic relations that the 
virtues of the de d shone most brigh 

As a husband, parent, neighbor, and friend, he was keenly 
alive to all the responsibilities which devolved upon him, and 
we may ivok in vain around us fur a better model. Im- 
pressed, from chik xl, with the truths of divine revelation, 
he, ata very eariy period, joined in communion with the Pres. 
byterian church, in ine faith of which he had been educated, 
andio winch, trough life, he adhered; showing to his neigh. 
bors the example of 2 devont arid unosieniations worshipper, 
and to the world the union of all those sublime qualities which 
adorn the geneman and the sincere Christian. 

The occasion, sir, is one fraught with solemn instruction. 
Though long in the public service, Mr. Laverence could not 
have been considered an old man. He was just entering on 
his 58th year; and, within a few weeks, was seen here, upon 
this floor, active m his duties, and in the apparent possession 
of atl tnat heaith and physical energy which were (he fruits of 
anaturally strong. constitution, fo: tified by a Hite of temperance 
and virtue, when he was summoned to his home to attend the 
couch of a dying son and a dying daughter. Before he ha 
recovered from the shoek with which so terrible a cala 
had overwhelmed him. he felt it his duty, in this eveniful crisis, 
to be here, and he accordingly hurried back to his pas: ; but, 
alas! the secds of the malady which had robbed him of his 
children had taken deep root ia his own system, and, soon after 
his return, completely prestrated him. 

The faithful coliesgues who ministered to the wants of this 
good man, during his days of rnortaj agony, and at last smooth- 
ed with their idly hands his dying pillow, can testify to 
the calm courage and confiding hope with which he yielded up 
his pure spirit to the care of his merciful Saviour. The reli- 
gion which sustained i in his hour of trial, can alone give 
consolation to those cherished abjecis of his affection, to whom 
ihis bereavement must be mosi appalling. 

f am admonished to forbear, and will therefore conclude by 
offering, in pursuance of the request of my honored colleagues, 
the following resolutions: 

Resolved, Vbat this House has heard with deep emotion the 
annimiciatvs of the death of the Hon Jossen LAWRENCE, a 
member from the State of Pennsyivania. 

Resolved, That this House tenders to the relatives of the de- 
ceased the expression of its sympathy on this affeciing event: 
and, as a testimony of respect for the memory of the deceased, 
the members and cficers of the House will go into. mourning 
by wearing crape on the left arm for thi 

Resolved, That the members and officers of the Hause will 
attend the funeral of ure Hon. EPH LAWRENCE, de 
to-morrow, at 12 @elock meridian. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to take order for 
zperintending the funeral of the de 
having been agr 


d 


to, Mr. IRWIN sube 


mitted the follow 
Ordered, Thata e be sent to the Senate, to noiify that 
body of the deat: osepH LAwnence, late ane of the repre- 
sentatives from the State of Pennsyivenia; that his funeral wilt 
take place, from the bali of this House, to-morrow, at 12 
o'clock, meridian; and that the Senate be invited to attend the 
same 
Resolved, That when this Hon 
to meet to morrow, at 12 oclock i 
Resolved, his IHfouse do now adjourn. 
These) s were aiso agreed to, and 
The House adjourned. 
° 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Furspay, April 19, 1842. 
FUNERAL OF TILE HON. JOSEPH LAWRENCE. 
At 12 o’el-ex, the hour to which the House was 
adjourned yesterday, the Speaker took the chair; 


and the minutes of yesterday, which related ex- 


H 


| 


clusively- tó. the death and funeral obsequits of the 
Hon. Joseph Lawrence, were read and confirmed. 
. À few minu'es afterwards the body of the de» 
ceased was borne into the Hall and placed imtront:, 
of the Speaker’s chair, under the charge of, and 
accompanied by, the commiitee of arrangements 
appoin ed by the House, and also the pall- bearers, 
ihe Representatives in Congress front Pennsy)va-- 
nia, pẹ Senators from that State, of which Mr. 
Lawrence was a native and Representative, and: 
the relatives and friends of the deceased. The 
President and his Cabinet followed, and took the 
seats assigned to them, near the corpse; and they 
were succeeded by the Senate and tne’ officers of 
that body. General Scott, the commanding gene 
eral of the army, and other military officers at the 
seat of government, had entered the House at an 
eailier period. The attendance of members and 
Strangers was less numerous than on other similar 
occasions, in cons: quence, solely, of the violence of 
the storm which was raging, and of the rain which 
was falling, literally, in a stream. This also great- 
ly diminished the attendance of the Freeman’s Vigi- 
laut Total Abstinence Society of Washington, of 
which the deceased was a member, 
e Tne funeral services were performed by the Rev. 
S. Toston, Chaplain to the Senate; the Rey. J. N. 
Marrit, ihe Chaplain to the House of Represen- 
tatives, being absent, in fulfilment of engagements 
previously mace. The crder of services was, first, 
the reading of the 51st Psalm; next, an emphatic 
prayer by the officiating clergyman; and a sermon, 
whose scriptural foundation was the 24th and 25th 
verses of the llth chapter of St. Paul’s Epistle to 
the Hebrews: By faith Muses, when he was come to 
years, refused to te called the son of Pharaoh's daughs 
ter 5 choosing rather to suffer offlictiun with the people 
of Ged than to enjoy the plzastsres of sin for a season. 
Death, on ail occasions an awful oceurrence, and 
at all times naturally leading the mind to reflections 
solemn and impressive, was sometimes made less ap- 
palling by the consciousness that a good man had 
died. In this ease, the pious divine who performed the 
funeral service, said they were not called to mourn 
as thcse that have no hope, and hence he had 
adopted the text which he had read as the founda= 
tion of his discourse. The deceased nad been for 
more than a quarter of a century an exemplary 
member of the Presbyterian church, and had des 
paried this life in hope of a glorious immortality. 
These circumstances led the Chaplain to discourse 
impressively on the prospects of the Christian, aad 
to make some emphatic reflections on the uncer- 
tainty of human iife. At the cicse of the discourse, 
ihe benediction was pronounced, and, the corpse 
ras canveyed to the Congressional burying-ground 
for interment. The order of processionwas as fol- 
lows: 


The Chaplains of both Houses of Congress, 
Physicians who attended the deceased, 
Committee of Arrangements. 
Mr, John Q. Adams, of Mass, Mr. J, R. Underwood, of Ky, 
Mr. James iewin, of Penn. Mr. T. W. Gilmer, of Va: 
Mr. P. G. Goode, of Outo. Mr. Seth M. Gates, of N, Y. 
Mr G.M Keim, of Penn. | Mr. J.J. McKay, of N.C, 
Pall.Bearers. 
t. G. N. Briggs, of Mass. Me. R, L. Caruthers, of Tenn, 
anen of Georgia. Mr. Nathan Clifford, of Me. 
2 of Con Mr, C. Morris, of Ohio, 
~¥. | Mr, Johu Campbeli of S$. C. 
y and friends of the deceased. 
atives from the shate of Pennsylva- 
as mourners. M 
The Sergsant-at-arms of the House of Representatives. 
The House of Represetitatives ofthe United Siates, preceded by 
their Speaker and Clerk. 
The other offic 
The Mergeant-at-arms of the Senate. 
The Senate, preceded by their President and Secretary. 
"he other offi Senate. 
The offic r3 ng 
The President of the United States, 
The Hea's of Departments. 
The Diplomatic Corps. 
The Chief Justice and Associate Justices of the Supreme Court 
of the United States and its officers, 
The Judees of the Circuit Court of the United States for the 
Dis vict of Columbia, with the Marshal and Clerk. 

The Comptroilers, Auditors, and other Heads of Bureaus of 
the several Departments of the Government, with their 
officers. 

Other public efficers at the seat of Government, 

The Commanding General ofthe Army, with other military oft. 

cers at the seat of Governament. 
The Commissioners of the Navy, withorher naval officersat the 
seat of Governmen:. — . 
‘fhe Mayor of Washington and the Commissioner of Public 
uildings. 
ant Total Abstinence Society of Washing, 
the deceased was a member. 
Citizens and Strangers. 


The fam 
The Senators and Re 


The Freemen’s V 
ton, of 
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IN SENATE, . 
` WEDNESDAY, April 20, 1842. 

Mr. SOUTHARD (President pro tem.) presented a memc- 
rial from citizens of Pennsylvania for an increase of the tariff; 
which was referred to the Committee on Manufactures. 

On motion of Mr. SMITH of Indiana, leave was granted to 
withdraw from the fites of the Senate the papers in the case of 
William Purcell, for the purpose of laying the same before the 
proper depariment for adjustment. a 

Mr. TAPPAN presented a memorial from the counties of 
Morgan and Perry, Ohio, against the annexation of Texas to 
the United States, for ihe reason that it would iead to a quarrel 
with Mexico, and would tend to advance the cause of slavery; 
which was read and laid onthe table. ` 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented twenty-three memorials from 
merchahts and traders of Philadeiphia, representing that the 
memorialists are sensibly impressed with the conviction that 
nothing will regulate the currency of the country but an m~ 
ereage of the tariff of duties to such an extent as will encourage 
home industry. ‘Che memorialists pray that Congress will es- 
tablish such a tariff of duties as the exigencies of the country 
require: referred to the Committee on Manufactures, 

Aiso, presented ten memorials from Philadelphia, and one 
from the county of Delaware, in the State of Penusytvania, set 
ting forth that the adjustment of the revenue law was the para- 
mount duty of Congress; and that the greater portion of the 
present evils ofthe country have resulied from the disturbance 
of the tariffof 1828, They believe that the currency of the 
country cannot be regulated, except Congress will lay such a 
tariff of duties as wiil protect the industry of the country; and 
pray that Congress will create such a tani]: referred to the 
Committee on Manufactures. 

Also, presented one memorial from Lehigh county, two from 
Perry county, and one from the State of Pe:msylvania generally» 
asking that for the purpose of protecting the manufacturers of 
iron against foreign competition, the tariff of duties on that 
article be restored: referred tv the Committee on Manufac- 
tures. 

Also, presented a memorial from Pennsylvania, from certain 
manufacturers of four of mustard, and manufacturers of cho- 
colate, complaining of the deleterious effect on those branches 
of business by the imposition of the duty of twenty per cent. 
on the raw material; they ask that the mustard seed and the 
cocoa be admitted. free of duty; and that the twenty per cent. 
duty be levied on the manufactured articles: referred to the 
Committee on Manufactures. 

Mr. WRIGIIT presented joint resolutions adopted by the 
Legislature of New York, requesting the Representatives and 
instructing their Senators from that State to vote for the repeal 
of the distribution act; which was ordered to fie on the tadie. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented three memorials from the coun 
ty of Berks, in Pennsylvania, in which the memoriaiists state 
that, in consequence of the reduction of duties on leather, iron, 
coal, hats, shoes, and ready-made clothing of every kin 
articles of foreign manufacture come indirect competition with 
the domestic articles: they ask protection agamst such competi- 
tion, They represent themselves to be iv favor of (he land dis- 
tribution law, and ask that that provision of the law which sus- 
pends its operation if a tariff of duties higher than twenty per 
cent. be required to support Goverment, be repealed: referred 
to the Committee on Maaufacwures. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented a memorial from Lebanon 
county, Pennsylvania, and from Fayette, in that State, asking 
for a protective tarifi: referred to the Committee on Manu- 
factures, 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, re- 
ported buck to the Senate, withan amendment, and with a re- 
commendation that it do pass, the dilt for the relief of the legal 
representatives of Therese Malette, wilow of Gaspard Phiole; 
aad without amendment, and that they do pass, the bill for 
the relief of Juan Bolgar, and the bill for the relief of Jobn 
Compton. 

Also reported from the same committee the following bills; 
which were read and ordered to a second reading, viz: 

A bil! for the relief of Jean Baptist Comeau; and 

A bill for the veliefof the heirs of Madame De Lusser and their 
heirs and legai representatives. 


Mr. HUNTINGTON, trom the Committee on Commerce, 
to which had been referred the folowing Louse bills, reported 
back with an amendment, and with a recommendation that it 
do pass; the biti making appropriations for the repair of the cus- 
tom-houee at Providence. 

Also reported back the bill fur the relief of Josiah Holmes, 
withan amendment, and with a recommendation that it co 

* ‘pass. 

Also reported back, with a recommendation that it be reject- 
ed, the biil for the relief of Eyre and Massey. 

Mr. Te NDERSON presented a memorial from the presi. 
dent, directors, and company ofthe Planters’ Bank of Missis- 
sippi, asking that the said company may be exempted from the 
payment oi the interes, due on $20,000 of the padlic money 
which was deposed with it ia 1837: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance. 

Mr. WENDERS 
Claims, to which th 


ny 
ty 


from the Committee on Private Land 
ibject had been referred, reported a bill 
to confirm to the } of James APSA, C sed, & certain 
tract of land in the Si. te of Louisiana; which was read, and or- 
dered to a second reading. 

Mr. BENTON, from the Conmmittee on Military Ahaire, to 
which the subject had heen referred, reported a bill for the relief 
of John Moore, and a bili for the reliefot the heirs of Gea. Win. 
Baton; which were l, and ordered toa second reading. 

On motion of Mr. YOUNG, it was 

Resolced, That the Committee on the Public Lands, to 
which was referred the renort of the Secretary of War, rela- 
tive to the ne ity of further legislation to authorize a sale of 
the lead mine in the State of Hlinois, and Ter. sof 
Wisconsin and Iowa, be instrucied to inquire, in connexion with 
the said report, whether such farther legisiation be necessary 
ornot: and, if necessary, to report a bill authorizing the sale 
of the same. , 

On motion of Mr. WOODBURY, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Retrenchment be in- 
structed to inquire into the amount of appropriations now out- 
standing unexpended, particularizing the sum under eash im- 
portant head, and to report the same to the Senate; as well as 
their opinion, after due inquiry, whether the expen:iiture ofany 
portion of such appropriations as are of a public character can 
be repealed, or postponed to another year, without material in- 
jury to the publicservice, 

On motion of Mr, EVANS, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Buildings be inf 
structed to inquire into the expediency ofmaking an approprig- 
tion for the completion of the Treasury building, agreeably to 


„the original design of the same. * f 


THE RHODE.ISLAND DIFFICULTIES. 

On motion of Mr, ALLEN, the Senate took up for considera- 
tioa the resolution submiued by him on Monday last, calligg on 
the President of the United States to communicatd, wo thg Sen- 
ate all information in his possession, or which had beeg com- 


© municated to him, either verbally or in writing, relativesto the 


proceedings in the State of Rhode Island, and the natun¥ of the 
proceadings which have been taken on the part of thé Egecutive 
Government of the United States touching that maste? 


Mr, ALLEN said it had been suggested to him to strike out 
so much of the xesolution as makes a call for the verbal infor- 
mation which may have been communicated to the President. 
He remarked that the word ‘verbali? was putin the resolution 
because the Presidents leiter to the Governor of Rhode Island 
speaks of, and acts on, information communicated to him ver- 
bally andin writing. Butin order to remove the objection, Mr. 
A. modified his resolution by striking out dhe word “verbally,” 
and inse:tng the words “in print? 

Mr. PRESTON wished to know how the resolution came be- 
fore the Senaie; it had not been taken up by a vote. 

Mr. WRIGIET. Itcame up in its order. 

Mr. ALLEN. The resolution is before the Senate. 
taken up on’ my. motion, and has been modified. 

Mr. PRESTON said, itseemed to him the resolution calied 
for mformation upon which there was no possibility of founding 
legislativeaction, ‘The President, m such emergencies as the 
one which has arisen, is bound to act according to a sense of 
what is right under the Constitution. If the information be 
communicated to the Senate, it seemed to him that Congress 
could predicate no action at ail upon it; and it might involve 
some expense. Mr. P. appealed to the Sena‘ors from Rhode 
isiand, to know their wistes touching the resolution, 

Mr. SIMMONS sail ha would like to have the resolution tie 
on the table ull to-morrow, to afford him an opportunity to ex- 
amine it. 

Mr. ALLEN said he would have no objection to such a 
course, if the Senator would consent that it should be taken up 
to-morrow and then disposed of. 

Mr. SUMMONS could not ecquiesce—that was a matter rest- 
ing with the Senate 

Mr. BUCHANAN remarked, that ‘hey had better go on with 
its consideration (hen, and d'snose of it; but, N 

On the suggestion of Mr. ALLEN, the resolution was passed 
over informuily. 

On motion of Mr. KERR, the report of the Commissioner of 
Public Buildings, and his letter relative to certain erroneous 
statements of the committee, who investigated the condition of 
the public buiklings, was referred to the Cummiitee on the Pub- 
lic Buildings and Giounds. 

Several adverse reports of committees were then taken up 
and concurred in, 

Mr. MERRICK presented a memorial from Cumberland, 
Alleghany county, asking Congress to surrender to the Stite of 
Maryland the stock held hy the United S:atey in the Chesapeake 
and Ohio canai: referred to ihe Committee on Roads and Ca- 


nals. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Senate commu- 
nications from the State and War Departments, incomph- 
ance with a resolution of the Senate, giving information of what 
ayenis or officers are eniployed ia those departments without 
authority of law: ordered to be printed, 

The Senate took up, for consideration, the adverse report of 
the Committee on Finance on the petition of Mr. Guillard, Jate 
measurer in the port of Charleston, South Carolina, asking 10 
be refunded twen ven hundred and some odd dollars paid 
by him iuto ihe Treasury Department under circumstances 
which the peutioner thought entitled bim tothe claim. As the 
case Wassomewnat peculiar, and might lead to a decision on 
which great dhilvrence of opinion migat arise, the committee 
had come to the conciusion, that although they recommended 
resolutions adverse to the claim, they were desirons the sense - 
of the Senate should be taken, which would be some guide to 
the Teeusury Department in acing upon similar cases, Me. 
EVANS requesied the report aud resolutions would be read, 
that the case might be fully understood, 

"rhe report and resolutions were read. Tse nature of the 
claim appeared to be this: it seems, in the general appropriation 
bills passed by Congress cach year for some time back, limited 
salaries are specified for certain custom. house officers, in lieu of 
fees; but a great portion of each year had expired before the 
appropriation bills passed, and in suelh cases it became douht- 
ful whether the limited salary was to be for the whole year, for 
the remainder of the year, or a yearly salary, a pro rata share 
of which was tabe paid for the unexpired part of tae year; 


I. was 


the officer in ail cases having received his fees from the begin- 
ning of the yeac till the passage of the appropriation bilis. The 
measurer, in this case, hid for four years received bis fees 
in this way, and the limited salary; the coilector’s accounts, in 
which the payments were stated, having regularly cach year 
passed the Tr 
vice, 


ary Department, On quitting the public ser- 
xl on an adjustment of his accounts, the department over- 
the custoni-honse documents, and charged hit $2,700 cf 
excess, which he had received in fees, over the limited salar 
and he, to zet the balance due him, yielded to the deduction, in 
view Gf recovering itby petition te Congress. Mach reliance 
was placed on ihe fact, that, by a decision of the Supreme Court 
obtained in such cases, ithad been ruled that the officers “were 
entitled to their fees tiil the passege of the appropriation bill 
erch year, and for the balance of the year only to the pro rata 
share of the limited salary, accordisg to the unexpired term, 
from that to theend of the year. The depar:ment, within a 
few months, had gone s er, and allowed the whole sum 
($1,500) of limited salary for the unexpired period of the year. 
Under these cirenmsiances, the petitioner considered himself 
entitled io his claim. 

Mr. & VANS explained, that the committee differed in opinion 
from the department and the decision of the court, and felt 
satisfied that the intention of Coneress in the appropriation bills 
was to make the $ ary the whole compensation, io lieu 
of fees, for the entire year. Under this impression, avd to pre- 
vent any interpretation thet might encourage other claims, they 
had made this adverse report, and recommended these resolu- 
tions. 

Mr. PRESTON advocated the claim at some length. 


Mr. WOODBURY explained the nature of the difficulty—the 
departmer.t having been governed by the decision of the court, | 


exceptas tothe practice recently adopted, of allowing the whole 
limitation for the remainder of the year, which he knew no» 
thing of. 

Mr. EVANS repjied to Mr. PRESTON. 

Mr. PRESTON moved to recommit the report and resolu- 
tions, with instructions to réport a bill in conformity with the 
prayer of the petition. 

The motion to recommit was negatived, 

The resolutions rejecting the claim were then adopted. 

The general orders were then called, and the “nill-to incor- 
porate the Washington’s Manual Labor School and Male Orphan 
Asylum Society of the District of Columbia,” came up asin 
committee of the whole. i 

Mr. MERRICK explained the nature and objectof the insti- 
tution. A-very worthy old gentleman of this city had for years 
been exerting himself to establish this asylum, and, being how 
advanced in life, hadin view the disposition of his property, 
and the donations he had received for the purpose, in safe-hands, 
for the benefit of the male orphans of the District, inthe man- 
ner set forth in the bill. > 

Mr. ALLEN objected to the bill on the ground, first, that it 
wasthe duty of the Government to provide for the indigent, 
and they had no right to transfer that duty to any corporation ; 
and, inthe second place, he could plainly perceive in this 
proposition the germe ofa system which would eventuate inthe 
establishment of a stern and harsh despotism towards those 
helplees orphan children. He moved that the fifth section of 
the bill be stricken out. ate 

Mr. MERRICK hoped it would not be stricken out; and he 
hoped the Senator from Ohio would give a moments ate 
tention to the object contemplated by this bill, and he 
would be constrained to admit that its intention was be- 
neficent, ‘Lhe Senator seemed to entertain an extraordi- 
rary and unnatural apprehension as to the powers to be 
intrusted to the corporation. Now, what was the real object 
of the bili} It was this. A fund had been already provid- 
ed by the exertions of certain kind-hearted persons, who. had 
labored sedulously for years to establish an institution for the 
benevelent purposes contemplated by this bill--an institution 
where destitute male orphans may be received and educated, 
brought up in the practice of morality and virtue, and finally 
be placed apprentices to some useful trade, by which they 
may become useful members of society. It was desired to 
have an actof incorporation, for the. purpose of securing the 
perpetual application of the fund to the purposes intended. 
There was no compuision to be used ; there was to be no power 
exercised by the corporation which was contrary to the laws of 
the United States, or to the local laws of the District. There 
could be uo harm done, then; bui, en the contrary, a great 
amount of good. The corporation necessarily required: some 
power; the children should be subject to a reasonable, legiti 
mate, and righiful authority ; and by conferring this authority 
upon the corporation, no injury could accrue to any party. 

Mr. ALLEN said it was in this way that all the corporations 
which so thickly clustered throughout the country had obtained 
their original creation. lt was aiways for some charitable pur- 
pose, Sir, said Mr, ALLEN, the Government of the country is 
bound, by its very organization, to exercise a supervision in 
matters of this nature. I: is a part of the duty of the Govern. 
ment, as much so as the exercise of the Jaw-making power, to 
provide for the maintenance and proper instruction of destitute 
orphans; and it shoald never be intrusted to the hands of a cor- 
poration, as it is proposed here, If such a proposition were 
made to the Legislature of one of the States, it would meet with 
deserved reprobation —it would never be entertained, Isis im. 
proper that the Government should withdraw its legitimate 
protecion, and turn these poor unfortunates over to a heartless 
and mercenary corporation, to be treated as staves, and slaves of 
a cruel bond-master, Pass this bill, and what is there that men 
will potask to be incorporated for? And always, be it remem- 
bered, on the plea of charitable objects—objects of public good; 
but, in reality, forthe purpose of relieving themselves from 
their liabilities—to secure a sort of bankrupt law in ad- 
vance. { look upon all corporations as inimical to pub: 
lic liberty, whatever shape such corporations may_assume, 
or whatever object they may profess. Neither do 1 hetieve 
that the Government has any iight, under the Constitu- 
tion, to pass such an act as this. Gentlemen have heard 
these declarations repeated so often, that they are prepared 
to hear them without surprise. They may consider the 
idea tha: I have thrown out Quixotic; but, sir, I firmly hold 
to the opinion nevertheless, that the fermation of litle knota, 
or distinct bodies, having distinct in’erests from the body of the 
people, produce an injurious effect upon the whole com- 
munity. 

Mr. MERRICK, The Senator from Ohio objects to this 
bill, because he entertains an objection to corporations gene- 
rally; but, surely, if there be one which is not lable to 
the objections nrged against corporations generally, it is 
this one. Hs sole object is charity and benevolence. It is 
intended not to obstruct, but to aid the general provisions which 
are already in existence for the. benefit of destitute orphans. 
‘the object of the benevolent contributors of this fund is, that 
the objects of their bounty may be reared b tter than they would 
be in the poor-houses, and to give perpetuity to the application 
of tbe fund, i 

Mr. KING remarked that the Senator from Ohio seemed to 
have allowed his prejudices (if he might use the word) against 
corporations generally, to influence tis judgment on this occa- 
sion. He believed, if the Senator would Jay aside those pre- 
judices for a moment, and review the subject calmly and dis- 
pasionately, tbat he would withdraw his opposition.” The pro- 
position was neither more nor lessthan to secure the applica- 
ion of a fund which had been raised for charitable purposes, 
by investing it in the hands of ceriain persons, who were will- 
ing toassume the burden of the superintendence of this insti- 
tution, according tu the intention of the benevolent individual 
who had contributed the fund. Tie (Mr. Kine) would confess 
that he felt a degree of hosulity towards a certain set of cor- 
porations—almost as great, perhaps, as the Senator himself; 
buthe did not jook upon this as belonging to that description. 
The object was a charitable one—to rescue destitute and ne- 
glected children from their destructive. habits of idleness, and 
to train them to an honest calling ; to give them habits of indus- 
try and morality, and to make them usefui members of the 
commenity. : Be 

Mr. ALLEN said, it certainly seemed to him a ridiculous 
idea to piace children under the care of a corporation to have 
their morals improved. And again: when a child:iş bound to 
a respectable citizen by its father or its natural guardian, it 
the contract of apprenticeship be violated, the parenthasa Tem, 
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edy; or the guardian, who is naturally bound, by the strongest 
‘sympathies of the human heart,to guard the interests of his ward, 
may have his remedy; but what sort of sympathy could they ex- 
pect from a corporation? {t was a body without a soul, and he De- 
sHeved he mightsafely say it had no heart. And (bere was nu pow- 
eron the part of the child to withdraw from the charge of the 
corporation, if once placed in its charge, unti! he attain the 
-age of twenty-one years, although he may he perfectly capabie 
of providing for and taking care of himself. Depend upon it, 
said Mr. ALLEN, it will result in a money-making project, and 
it is no use to teli me that the inen named in the bill are above 


all suspicion of mercenary motives. A corporation is athing | 


intended to endure; there wili be a succession, and it will 
become a money-making machine: I have the practices 
of all ages and nations on my side of the question. And when 
gentlemen express their astonishment that I should be op- 
posed to the creation of an engine of this description, 1 must 
he pardoned if I reciprocate that astonishment when I see 
a proposition gravely mads to create a corporation for the 
purpose of taking charge. of the orphan children of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. Corporations have heretofore confined 
themselves to getting possession of the property of the people; 
they now propose to take possession of the people themselves. 
I have seen enough of the effects produced by corporations, to 
know that, although every application for their establishment is 
based upon the declaration thacit is required: for the public good, 
such declarations are never made good by the result. No, sir; 
these professions of public good are-but disguises, made use of 
to beguile, to delude, and to avert suspicion, while the object is 
not.the good of the many, but of the few. : 

Sir, there is-in this country a fatal tendency to form lilile 
bands or-conventicles; they have already made themselves mas- 
ters of a large share of the property of the country, and of the 
‘Jabor, and: have brought about universal ba:kruptcy. Jt isa 
very easy thing to take refuge behind the seal of a corporation, 
and, under that sanction, to do acts which a private individua! 
would blush to be guilty of. Itis casy to shift the responsibility 
from the man to the mass. So Jong as he (Mr. ALLEN continued 
a member of that body, he would oppose this, andal! similar 
bills, utterly regardless of any clamor which might be raised 
against him. 

Mr. KERR suggested an amendment, to obviate the objec- 
tions urged by the Senator from Ohio, (Mr. ALLEN.) by adding 
to the filth section a proviso, that the chi dren shall be entitled 
to the benefit of all the laws of the District of Columbia relat- 
ing to orphan children. 

his amendment was adopted. 


Mr. TAPPAN objected to the fifth section as unnecessary and’ 


improper. Orphan childrenare already under the speciai care 

both of the laws of the United States and of the District of 
Columbia. This section of the bill is in contravention of the 

laws which require the consent of children from the ageof 14 
ears in binding them out. The term of2i years, too, was too 
jong—till 15 or 16 years of age might be long enough. 

Mr. MERRICK admitted that orphans were under the care 
of the laws: already in existence. This bill was not in- 
tended to counteract any Jaw either of the United States or of 
the District of Columbia; but to aid the laws in favor of or- 
phans, by going still further than they do for their benefit. 

Mr. SMITH, of Connecticut, objected to the language of the 
billas not. being specific with regard to the objects in view. 
This language would be the subject of endless controversy. He 
objected also to the authority assumed of transferring children 
from the hands of this corporation to masters for apprenticeship, 
as beasts are transferred from one possessor to another, without 
their willor consent. Ie was opposed to any bill founded on 
such a proposition. 

Mr. WRIGHT hoped the bill would not be passed inits present 
form. It created acarporation with powers more uacontrol- 
Jable than any within his knowledge. [tappeared from the bill 
that the institution was now in existence, and that it was sought 
to perpetuate that institution; to make it a corporation which 
should endure forever—which should have no termination. The 
corporation was authorized to take property in any form, with- 
out restriction; that itshould perpetuate itself, and make by-laws 
in its own way, with no restriction, save that they shall not 
contravene thedaws of the United States, and the laws ia force at 
this time within the Districtof Columbia. They are to have a 
meeting once a year; andthe notice of that meeting isto be 
governed by the by-laws of the trustees. ` And this is the corpo- 
ration we are about creating, to take charge of infant children, 
to educate, to bring them np, without one letter in the law obli- 
ging the carporation to fulfil the duties which they take upon 
themselves. They. have uncontroled power over the chil- 
dren Gommitied to them until the age of twenty one, and may 
hind them to whomsoever they will, and on whatsoever terms 
they please, under the by-laws to be passed by themselves; 
and which by-laws are declared to be the lawscf the land. so far 
as the children are concerned, until they attain the age of 
twenty-one. He hoped the Senate would reject the bi, 

Mr. MERRICK remarked, that there was already a provision 
in the bill securing to the children the rights of the laws of the 
United States and ef the District. 

Mr. WRIGHT made some further observa , 
grounds of objection, and adding that it was a mau iel 
came more properly within the province of the city corpo- 
ration. R 

The filth section, proposed to be stricken out, was reagas fol- 

S: 
rko 5, And be it further enacted, ‘Ti 
renn 


t, with the consen 
riends who may 


of any friend or proie 
said Washisgton’s Manu: 
lum, under such r 
andihere provected, ins‘sucted, and suppers 
thereafter be withdrawn, o be at liberty himself to w 
from the said asylam, without the consent or dismissal of the 
corporation aforesuid, untl he shall have atta edthe age © 
twenty-one years; but up to the age aforesaid, he shall remain 
subject to the direction of the said corporation, unless he may, 
by the same, be exonerated from service previous to attaining 
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the age aforesaid; and the said corporation shall have the power; 
with the consent of the parent or guardianof any child under 
their caie, to. bindany such child, for the purpose of acquiring 
a knowledge of some’ useful trade, occupation, or profes- 
sion; under such conditions as may be determited by-the by- 
laws; a copy of which conditions shall be dejivered to, and they 
Sna be binding on, every person to whom any child may be so 
ound, ; ; 

Mr. ALLEN demanded the yeas and nays on the proposition 
to sirike out the above; which were ordered and taken, and 
were--yeas 9, nays 24. 

YEAS —Messts. Allen, Benton, Fulton, Linn, McRoberts, 
Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Tappan, and Wright.—9. 

NAYS.—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Choate, Clayton 
Conrad, Crittenden. Cuthbert, Evens, Graham, Kerr, King 
Mangum,. Merrick, Miller, Porter, Preston, Rives, Simmons 
Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, and Yourg 

Mr. MERRICK proposed the following amendment: 

To insert at the end of the 3d section a proviso, that all by- 
laws made by the corporation shall be submitted to the district 
court of the District of Columbia, and shal! not take effect till 
approved by said court. 

The amendment was adopted. : 

Mr. KING proposed an amendment: To strikeout from the 
{tui line of the 5th section the words “twenty-one,” and insert 
the word “eighteen.” He thought it would be long enough to 
subject thé children to the restrictive obligation till eighteen 
years of age. 

Mr. SEVIER thought they ought to have the same privileges 
that the children throughout the Union have, of giving their 
consent after fourteen years of age, in any disposition intend- 
ed to be made of them. 

The question was then taken on Mr. King's amendment, and 
decided in the negative-—yeas 14, nays 18. 

Several verbal amendments were proposed, and in part 
adopted; among them was one by Mr. TAPPAN, to prevent the 
trustees from appropriating to themséives, or any one else, ex- 
cept the teachers and instractors, for the purposes of the trust, 
any portion of the funds of the corporation; which was modified, 
on moticn of Mr. MERRICK, so as to relate to the trustees only, 

Mr. ALLEN moved to iecommitthe bili to the Committee for 
the District of Columbia, with instructions to report the same 
back, with such ameg iments and provisions as may be neces. 
sary to guard the rights of the children in the charge of the 
corporation, and to render the corperation and their successors 
responsible, in their individual capacity, for all debts and obli- 
gations incurred by the corporation. 

Mr s called for the yeas and nays on the above, which were 
ordered. 

Mr. BENTON objected to this corporation, as he would to 
every modern corporation, because it was a departure from the 
original principleson which such corporate bodies were tole- 


vated. The object of allowing such associations was to enable . 


them, by combined means, to accomplish some useful object; 
and if this bill simply aimed at that, heshould not object; but 
modern improvements had changed the nature of corporations, 
and such institations now are made governments in themselves; 
law-makers, with their presicents like the Executive of the 
United States, and secretaries and treasurers, all independent of 
any other Government—set apart and out of the reach of jaws 
operating op individuals. They are uncontrollable by bank- 
rupt laws; they are law-makers, and above all jaws To such 
corporations he was opposed, and, viewing this.as one of the 
class, he shousd oppose it. 

The question was then taken on Mr. ALLEN’s motion to re- 
ccmmit, and decided in the negative—yeas 13, nays 23, as fol. 
laws: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, Fulton, 
Linu, McRoberts, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Tappan, Wil- 
liams, Wright, and Young—13. 

NAYS—Messrs, Archer, Barrow, Bates, Choate, Conrad, 
Clayton, Cuthbert, Crittenden, Evans, Graham, Henderson, 
Huntington, Kerr, King, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, 
Rives. Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, and White—23. 

Mr. TAPPAN moved to strike out the last section of the bill 


“providing that Congress may, at any time during the continu- 


ance of this act, repeal, alter, or amendit. He maintained that 
such a clause was worse than useless, as Congress, at any time, 
had bat to look to the Constitution for its authority to do this; 
aid it was, therefore, ridiculous for Congress to authorize 
itselfto do what the Constitution authorized. The next Con- 
gress coul] repeal the act without this clause, as well as with it. 

The amendment was negatived. 

The bill was then reported back to the Senate, and oruered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. BENTON gave notice that he would require the yeas 
and nays on the final passage of the bill to-morrow. 

The Senate then adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepnespay, Aprii 20, 1842. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
NEW YORK CUSTOM HOUSE. 
Mr. BRIGG- asked leave to offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be request- 
ed tocammunicate to this Honse the report or reports made by 
ihe commissioners, or any of thuse wha were appointed to inves- 
tigate ihe aMarsel Ue New York custom-he 
CUSHING and Mr. WELLER severally rose andcb- 


} 
a. 
So the resolution was not received? 
Mr. FILLMORE submitted to the Sy r whether the un- 
~riailon Li)? 


Mr. FILLORE boped che 
the regniar business. 

Mr. DEAN rose and said that, at the time the Committee on 
he Territories was called for reports, he was detained trom his 


nthe House would proceed with 


seat in the Toure by indisposition; and he asked leave, there- 
fere, at this time to make a report. 
No objection being made— 


Mr. D: then. reported a bill for the relief of certain 
zens of WestFlorida; which was read twice, and referred. 

te _GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL... 

‘The House proceeded to the consideration of the bill making 
appropriation for the civil and diplomatic expenses of Gov- 


_ ernment for the year 1842; the pending question still being on 


concurring with the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


. Union in certain amendments made thereto, and on ordering 


the bill to be engrossed for a third reading, g 

Of these. amendments .a number (under the. operation of the 
previous question) had been heretofore (in the aggregate):con- 
curred in; and certain others, to which exception had been. 
taken, bad been laid agide for a separate question. f 

And the question being-on the said amendments— 

Mr CLIFFORD rose and submitted the following point of 
order: 

“Phat whereas, on the 15th day of February last, the House, 
on motion of Mr. Gentry, of Tennessee, adopted the folowing 
resolution, to wit: “fo instruct the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, to which has been referred the House 
bill No. 74, to strike out every item of appropriation which is 
not authorized by existing laws.’ i : 

“And whereassectinn or item No. 17, in the printed bill, was 
stricken out in pursuance of that order, without examination or 
debate, it is not now competent for the House to reinstate, itun- 
til that instruction is repealed, and the: section has. been:consid- 
ered in committee: 1. Because the House, and not the coms 
mittee, directed the clause to be stricken ‘out; 2. Because it 
would operate as a fraud upon the right-of free discussion’ in 
the committee; 3. Because that clause is no -part of the: bill 
reported from the committee, having been stricken out: by the 
order of the House: 4. Because it is a violation:of the 130th 
rule of the House, which provides that ‘all proceedings. touch- 
ing appropriations of money shall first be discussed in a Come 
mittee of the Whole House; 5, Because it will compel the 
JIouse ta vote upon large appropriations under the operation of 
the previous question, which have never been examined or dis» 
cussed in the Committee ofthe Whole; 6: Because, if the mo+ 
tion be put, the question is, Will the House concur in its own 
order? which is irregular and unparliamentary.” 

The CHAIR having overruled the point of order, 

Mr. CLIFFORD appealed from that decision, and observed 
that = wished to make the question apply .to. all the. contin. 

encies. 
f Mr. FILLMORE moved to lay the appeal on the table. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON called for the yeas and nays; whick 
were ordered, and resulted in yeas 86, nays 75. So the appeal 
was Jaid on the table. A Pe 

The first question now pending was on concurring with ‘the 
Committee of the Whole onthe state of the Union in striking 
out the following item : 

“No. 17. For the contingent expenses of said building [ff 
e. northeast Executive building,] including fue), labor, oil, and 
repairs, three thousand three hundred and fifty dollars.” 

j CARUTHERS asked the yeas and nays, which were or- 
dered, ; 

Some desultory conversation followed as to matters of flict 
in which Messrs. WARREN, A. H. SHEPPERD, FILLMORE, 
EVERETT, and J. R. INGERSOLL participated. ae ; 

When Mr. ANDREWS, of Kentucky, hoped the Speaker 
would enforce the operation of the previous question. 

The SPEAKER said all this conversation was out of order. 

Mr. ANDREWS hoped, then, that the Speaker would insist 
apon order being preserved. anne 

The Clerk proceeded te'call the roll, aE 

Mr. WISE rose and asked to be excused from voting...’ 

The SPEAKER said it was too late, one member having. al- 
ready answered tahis name. | 

And the cal; of the roll having been completed, the vote stood 
as follows: X 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Arnold, Arrington, Atherton, Bartons 
Beeson, Botts, Buyd, Brewster, Aaron V. Brown. Milton Brown, 
Charles Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Sampson H, Butler, William 
Butler, William O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick ©. Cald- 
well, Calhoun, William B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Cas 
ruthers, Cary, Casey, Clifford, Clinten, Colquitt, Mark A. 
Cooper, Cowen, Cross, Daniel, Richard D., Davis. Dean, De- 
berry, Doan, Eastman, John C. Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, John 
G. Fioyd, Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, Gentry, Gerry, Goggin, 
Patrick G. Goode, William O. Goode, Gordon, Graham, Gus. 
tine, John Hastings, Hays, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, 
Hunter, Charles J. Ingersoll, James Irvin, Jack, James, Cave 
Johnson, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Lewis, Abraham McClellan, 
Robert McClellan, McKay. Marchand, Alfred Marshall, Same 
son Mason, Mathiot, Mathews, Medill, Moore, Owsley; Ramsay, 
Read, Reding, Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, Roosevelt, Wil- 
liam Russell, Sanford, Saunders, Shields, Slade, Wiliam Smith, 
Snyder, Stanly, Steenrod, A. H. H. Smart, John T. Stuart, 
Sweney, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Van Buren, Warren, Wel» 
ler, Westbrook, and James W. Wiiliams—105, i 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Landaf W. Andrews, Sherlock. J, 
Ardrews, Babcock, Baker, Bariard, Birdseye, Biain Briggs, 
Bronson, John Campbell, John Č. Clark, James. Cooper, Cran- 
ston, Cravens, Garreti Davis, John Edwards, Everett, Fe ssen- 
den. Fillmore, A. Lawrence, Foster, Gates, Granger, Hail, Hal- 
sted, William S. Hastings, Hudson, W, W. Irwin, Isaac D.- 
Jones. Jobn P. Kennedy. Lane, Linn, Mattocks, Morgan, Mor- 
tis, Morrow, Osborne, Pearce, Pendleton. Powell, Ridgway, 
Rodney, James M. Russch, Saionstall, Sherperd, Truman 
Smith Solars, Stokely, Satton, Summers, Taliaferro, John 
D. Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, 
Triplett, Trumbull, Van Reprsselver, Wallace, Edwa D. 
White, Joseph L. White, Thomas Ww. Williams, Chriscopher 
Ti, Wiliams, Joseph L. Wiliams, Winthrop, Wise, Avgustus 
{ a obn Young—6s, . ae 

3 9 P An A eeu od with the committee M its amend- 
m iking our ienn A 
mrna GRE sail thas he considered this vote as ex» 

eens: the sense of the Housé in relation to striking out the 
Pontingent expenses: He would, therefore, move that the 
voie he taken on striking out all other contingent Kems in the 

ogregate, 7 
aihe. suggestion having been agreed to, the question was taken, 


and:the House. concurred with the Committee of the Whole on 
the ‘state of the Union in striking out all the amendments 
for contingent items, (saving, of course, No. 15, as heretofore 
reported.) > ; < 

"Fhe next amendment-to which exception had been made, 
and which had been reserved for a separate question, was 
that Mr. CHARLES J. INGERSOLL, reducing the amount appro- 
priated in the folowing item from four hundred and seventy- 
five thousand to three hundred and seventy-five thousand dol- 

are. - $ 
d “Nò. 199." : For defraying the expenses.of the Supreme, Cir- 
cuit, and. District: Couris “of the United.States, including the 
District of Columbia; also, for jurors and witnesses, inaid of the 
fands arising. from fines, penalties, and forfeitures; incurred in 
the year eighteen hundred aad forty-two and preceding years; 
and, likewise, for defraying the expenses of suits in which the 
United States are concerned, and of prosecutions for offences 
committed against the United States, and for the safekeeping of 
prisoners, including expenses under the bankrupt law; andalso 
including. thirty thousand dollars arrearages for last year, four 
hundred and seventy five thousand dollars.” 

Mr. CAVE JONSON asked the yeagand nays, which were 
ordered; and, being taken, were as follows: 

YEAS;—Messrs. Arnold, Arrington, Baker, Barton, Beeson, 
Bidlack, Bouts, Boyd, Brewster, A. V. Brawn, Milton Brown, 
Charles Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Samson H. Butler, William 
Butler, Wiliam O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C. 
Caldwell, William B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Car- 
uthers, Cary, Casey, Ciifford, Clinton; Colquitt, Mark A. Cooper, 
Cowen, Daniel, Richard D. Davis. Dean, Deberry, Doan, East- 
man, Joho C. Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, John G. Floyd, Charles 
A. Floyd, Fornance, Gentry, Gerry, Goggin, Patrick G Goode, 
William O. Goode, Gordon, Graham, Gustine, John Hastings, 
Hays, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, Hunter, Charles 
J, Ingersoll, Jack, Cave Johnson, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, 
Lane, Lewis, Ab. McClellan, Robert McClellan, McKay, 
Marchand, Alfred Marshall, J.T. Mason, Mathiot, Mathews, 
Mattocks, Medill, Moore, Owsley, Parmenter, Ramsey, Rayner, 
Reed, Reding, Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, Roosevelt, San- 
ford, Shepperd, Shields, William Smith, Snyder, Steenrod, 
Sweney, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Van Buren, Warren, 
Weller, Westbrook, James W. Williams, Christopher H. Wil- 
liams; and Joseph L. Williams—100. 

NAYS.—Messrs, Adams, Allen, L.. W. Andrews, Sherlock 
J. Andrews, Babcock, Barnard, Birdseye, Blair, Briggs, Cal- 
honun, J. C. Clark, James Cooper, Cranston, Cravens, Cushing, 
Garrett Davis, John Edwards, Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, 
A. Lawrence Foster, Gamble, Gates, Granger, Halsted, Wil- 
tam 8. Hastings, Howard, Hudson, J. R. Ingersoll, James Ir- 
vin, William W. Irwin, James, 1, D. Jones, John P, Ken- 
nedy, Linn, Samson Mason, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Osborne, 
Pearce, Pendleton, Pope, Powell, Ridgway, Rodney, William 
Russell, James M, Russel}, Saltonstall, Slade, Trúman Smith, 
Stanly, Stokely, Stratton, Alexander H. H. Stuart, John T. 
Stuart, Summers, Taliaferro, Jobn B. Thompson, Richard 
W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplet, Trumbull, Van 
Rensselaer, Wallace, Edward D. White, Joseph L. White, 
Thomas W., Williains, Winthrop, Wisc, Augustus Young, and 
John Young—~75. N i 

So the House concurred with the Committee of the Whole 
in its amendment. 

The next amendment of the committee was the following 
proviso, added to the last item: — 

Provided, however, That the district attorney of the south- 
ern district of New York, and the clerk of the district and cir- 
cuit courts of said district, shall not, at. any time hereafter, re- 
tain of their fees and emoluments any'sum or emount whatso- 
ever, under pretence of compensation to their deputics; nor 
ahal} they or either of them retain, under any pretence whatso- 
ever, more than the following sums of their fees and emolu- 
ments, including the fees and emoluments of the clerk under 
the act entitled “an act to establish a aniform system of bank- 
yupicy Unomghout the United States,” passed August 19th, 
1841: Said district attorney may retain six thousand dollars per 
year for bimeelf, and said clerk may retain four thousand five 
hundred dollars per year for himself, and also such office ex- 
penseg as may be allowed by the Secretary of the Treasury, not 
to exceed as to either of said offices in said district the sum of 
three thousand dollars per year, and ehall pay the residue of 
their fees and emoluments into the Treasury of the United 
Brates; and said district attorney, clork, and marshal shall ren- 
der to the Sccretary of the Treasury, under their oaths, in such 
form as ‘he shall prescribe, a semi-annual account of all fees 


and emoluments received or earned by them or either of them: 


and the alluwance for compensation to the deputies of said mar- 
shal shall hereafter be made by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
instead of eaid-court, who shall require a statement, under oath, 
from sald marshal, that such sums so claimed to,be alowed for 
sald deputies have actually and in good faith been paid to them. 
And provided further, Thut the clork of the district court of 
said district shail also be clerk of the circuit court in and for 
the same, and that it shall not be lawful to appoint to said of- 
ficos, or continue in the same, a distinct person for each oftice: 
And provided further, Vhat hereafier it shall not be lawful for 
either of said officers to demand and receive any other or greater 
foes for services rendered by them reapectively, than now are, 
or hereafter may be, allowed by the laws of the said State of 
New York to the clerké, attorneys, and counsel, and sheriffs in 
the Supreme Court of said State in which like services are ren- 
dered. 

Mr. BARNARD asked the yeas and nays, which were order- 
ed; and, being taken, were: Yeas 118, nays 5). 

So the House concurred with the committee in its amend- 
ment, 

The next amendment of the committee was the following 
proviso, added to the last-mentioned proviso: 

“Provided, That no partof this appropriation shall be ap- 
ried to the payment of expenses incurred in printing records 
of any causes except those wherein the United States is a party 
aad hable foi costs,” 

Mr. KENNEDY of Maryland asked Icave to state, in behalf 
of his absent colleague who bad offered this amendment, that 
he had acted under a misapprehension of the facts, and that he 
desired to withdraw the amendment. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. BARNARD asked the yeas and nays on concurring in 
the amendment; which were ordered. 

Mr. RHETS asked to be excused from voting; and having 
assigned his tcasons, withdrew the motion. 

“Phe question was.thea taken, and was decided in the afirma- 
slave: Yeas 91, nays 8l, 


2 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


“Bo the House concurred with the committee in its ainend-— 


ment. Mage ae ener S fers) 
“The next question was on concurring with the committee in 
striking out the following item: > ~ E 
“No, 205. For aliowaùce to law agent, assistant counsel, 
and district attorney, tinder the acts provided for the settlement 
of private land claimsin Florida, two thousand dollars.” 
Mr. CAVE JOHNSON asked the yeas and nays; which were’ 
refused. ğ 7 He he 
: And, after some desultory conversation, the question was ta- 
ken, avd the amendment was toncurred in. =.. 
The Iouse also concurred. with the committee in its- amend- 
ment, striking out the following item: > 5 
“No. 211, For the discharge of such miscellaneous claims, 
not otherwise provided for, as shall be admitted in due course 
of settlement at the Treasury, twelve thousand dollars.’? 
Several other amendments were read, anu concurred in, 
Thè item introduced. in committee at the end of the bill, 
limiting the expenditures of contingent funds during the current 
year to one half appropriated, unless otherwise directed by Jaw, 


| was, (as theze items of appropriation: had been stricken out) 


non-concurred in by the House. , 

All the amendments having been now acted upon, the bill was 
ordered to a third reading, {at this time.] | : 

And, having been read a third time by its title, the bill wag 


assed. 

p CONTINGENT EXPENDITURES. 

Mr. JOSEPH. R. INGERSOLL, on leave given, reported 
from the Committee of Ways and Means, to whom the subject 
had been referred on the 19th ultimo, a bill to fix and provide for 
certain incidental expenses of the departments and offices of 
the Government. 

Read twice, and committed. 

UNITED STATES COURTS OF OHIO, 

Mr. BARNARD, on leave given, reported from the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary a bill (which. had heretofore been re- 
ported, but had been referred back to that committee, and wag 
now reported with an amendment.) entitled “A bill to amend 
the act of the tenth of March, eighteen hundred and thirty-eight, 
entitled An act to chang» the time of holding the circuit and 
district courts in the district of Ohio.’* 

The bill having been read twice by its title— 

Mr. BARNARD moved thatit be put on its third reading. 

Mr. RUSSELL, of Ohio, was understood to move the com- 
mitment of the bill as amended. 

After a few remarks from Mr. PENDLETON in favor of the 
bill, and in opposition to commitment— 

Mr. BARNARD moved the previous question, (which cut off 
the motion to commit, and brought the House to a direct vote 
on the bill.) ? 

And, by ayes 77, noes 50, the previous question was sce- 
onded. 

Mr. JOHN T. MASON desired to offer anamendment, which 
he read, ‘and which provided that the Supreme Court of the 
United tates should hereafter mect un the first Monday in 
December. 

The SPEAKER said the amendment was not in order. 

The main question was then ordered to be taken, 

And the main question, being first on the amendment of 
the committee, was taken; and the amendment was concur- 
red in. 

And the bill was ordered to be engrossed fora third reading 
[at this time.] R 

And the question being on the passage of the bill — 

Mr. RUSSELL, of Ohio, was understood briefly to oppose the 
bill, and asked the yeas and nays on the passage thereof, 

ME BARNARD replied briefly to the objections of Mr. RUS- 
SELL. 

Wiien the question was taken, and was decided in the aftir- 
mative: Yeas 100, nays 47. 

So the bill was passed ia the following form, to wit: 


A BILL to amend the act of the tenth ef March, eighteen hun 
dred and thirty-eight, entitled “Au act to change the time 
of holding the Circuit and District Courts in the district of 
Ohio.” 

Beis enacted by the Senute and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the term of the Circuitand District Courts of the United States, in 
the district of Ohio, now required by Jaw to be held on the first 
Monday of July, annually, at Columbus, shali hereafter be held 
at the city of Cincinnati; and ail process and recognizances, and 
other proceedings taken or issued or made returnable at Colum- 
bas atthe said July term next, shail he returnable at the said 
term at Cincinnati; and the said District Court shall have pow- 
er, whenever in the opinion of the judge thereof it may be neces- 
sary for the convenient administration of justice, to hold an ad- 
journed term of said District Court at the city of Cleveland, in 
said district, at such time as he may think praper; and the said 
District Court may make a!l necessary rules for holding such 
adjourned term: of said court, and for the proper retura of pro- 
cess. G 


A message, in writing, was received from the President of 
the United States, by the hauds of Joun ‘EYLER, jr. esq. his 
Private Secretary; and also a messege informing the House 
that the President had approved and signed the loan bill. 


APPORTIONMENT BILL. 

Mr. FILLMORE rose and said that he had a letter from the 
Secretary of War, staung that on the 3d of March last the ap- 
propriations for the Quartermaster’s-and Commissary Gens- 
ral’s departments were exhausted, and urging the passage of 
the army biil. Mr. F., therefore moved that the Fouse resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. COWEN made a suggestion that the House should go 
into committee for the purpose of considering private bills, 
This suggestion Mr. U. made in view of the fact that, for press- 
ing reasons of public business, the private calendar had recently 
been set aside for several of the days apprepriated under the 
rules to its consideration. 

Mr. FILLMORE could not consent, he said. 

Some conversation followed between the Speaker and seve- 
tal members; the Speaker deciding that, should the House 
agree to go into committec, a majority could take up any bill it 
might please. 

The question was then taken on the motion of Mr. FILLMORE; 
and, it being agreed to, the House resolved itself into Commit. 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. ALLEN, of 
Maine, in the chair.) 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the committee take up the ar- 
my appropriation bill. z 

The motion, by ayes 72, noes 78, was rejected, 


PEE 

IANS 
Mr. CUSHING moved thatthe committee take up the ex- 

chequer bill. ene aa” 9 iy a 

“The motion was rejécted. : 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN moved to take up the apportion: 
ment bill; which motion, aftersome conversation, by ayes lll, 
noes not counted, was agreed to. : 

So the committee. took up the bill for the apportionment of 
Representatives among the several States according to the 
sixth census. ? 

In committee, it. was ‘agreed to substitute for the number 
70 680, (proposed -by. Mr. Evererr,) the number 58,000, (as 
moved by Mr. Stuart, of Wiinois,) to constitute the average 
number necessary.to form a.Congressional District, 

The Com mitteée.then rose and reported. ome | 

TheSPEAK ER laid before the ltouse a numberof Executive 


communications.: - eat 
TIE STEAMSHIPS. nat 

The SPEAKER laid before the. Ifouse the- following letter 

from the Secretary ol the Navy : i 

NAVY DEPARTMENT; April 16, 1342. 
+ I have the honor tointorm you that the United States 
-frigates Missouri and Mississippi have arrived in the Po- 
tomac river, and are now at anchor near Greealeaf’s Point; 
having been ordered here that members of Congress, if so in. 
clined, might have an opportunity to examine these, specimens 
of American naval architecture. _ 

The cfticers will be ready and happy to receive the visits of 
members of Congress’ on Tuesday next, 19ih instant,‘at 1! 
o’clock, a. mj and I will thank you to communicate this infor- 
mation to the Jfouse in such manner as may seem to you most 
appropriate and agreeable. ` i 

Boats will be in readiness at the United States Arsenal to con- 
vey visiters on board the vessels. 

Ihave the honor to be, very respectfully, 
Your most obedient servant, 


A P. UPSHUR. 
Hon. Joun WHITE, 
Speaker of the Houseof Representatives, : 

The time designated for this visit having passed— S 

The SPEAKER said he had received information that the 
Secretary proposed that the visit should be made en any other 
day agreeable to the House. 3 e 

Some conversation followed; when, on motion of Mr. WISE, 
it was resolved that the House wouldon Saturday, at 120’¢lock, 
visit the said ships. „> 

Mr IRVIN, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported 
correct certain bills which had.undergone-the revision of that 
committee, and which received the signature of the Speaker. 

And then the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Taunspayx, April 21, 1942, 


Mr. WOODBRIDGE presented a petition from’ Aaron 
Weeks, praying indemnity from the United States for damages 
sustained by him in consequence of the forcible and violent in- 
terruption, by certain United States troeps, to the prosecution 
of his contract with the State of Michigan for cutting a canal 
to connect Lakes Huron and Superior; which was read, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Ciaims. a 

Also, presented three memorials in relation to harbor im» 
provements on Lake. Michigan; one of which was from the 
town of Kalamazoo, (Michigan,) asking an appropriation for 
the enlargement and security of the mouth of ihe Kalamazoo - 
river, and two asking an appropriation for the improvement of 
the mouth of the St. Joseph river. She memorials, after a 
few remarks by Mr. WOODBRIDGE, showing the importance 
of those improvements, in a commercial point of view, were rẹ» 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. : 

Mr. MANGUM presented a petition from Thomas Flanagan, 
asking a pension in consideration of his services to the coun- 
try; which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BLCHANAN presented a memorial from thirty practical 
tailors of the county of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, represent- 
ing that since the 30th of June, 1814, their business has been 
greatly injured by the introduction into the country of foreign 
ready-made clothing. They a'k protection by the imposition of 
a higher rate of duty on such articles of foreign manufacture, 

Mr. B. remarked that he would jnst say that the mechanics 
in Jaige citics suffer most from foreign competition; and those 
are the persons whom his friends from the South are most 
realy to serve m the manner wished: referred to the Committee 
on Manufactures. X 

Also, presented a memorial from Dauphin county, complain- 
ing of the operations of the compromise act, and asking protec- 
tion to American manufactures and labor of every kind; which 
was referred to the Committee on Manufactures, 

Mr. B. also presented a memorial from—(a society, the exist- 
ence of which he said he never before heard)—-the members of 
the American Free Produce Association, in’ which the memo- 
vialists state that their consciences are vital'y affected by wear- 
ing articles produced by slave Jaber. They ask that the duty be 
taken off the importation of foreign cotton sand that, if it. be 
not generally done, itbe so far done as to enable them (o get 
their cotton clothing free of duty. They ask the. same privi- 
lege for those who hold similar views te themselves, 


Mr. LINN objected to the reception of the memorial; and 
on motion, the question of reception was laid on the table. : 

Mr. BUCHANAN also presented a memorial from citizens of 
Pennsylvania, in which the memorialists desire that the obliga- 
tion to restore fugisive slaves, under the Constitution; shall be 
binding on such States only as conform to the original compact. 
Mr. B. presumed that the memorialists, when they iorwarded 
the memoiial, were not aware of the decision of the Supreme 
ane this subject. 

he question of recepiion was raised, and laid o 

Mr. STURGEON Aresented several memorials Rone abis, 
of Penisylvania, asking protection to domestic industry, and 
more especially, protection to the iron interests; which’ were 
referred to the Committee on Manufactures, 

Mr. CONRAD presented the memorial of James M Taylor 
and cthers, of Louisiana, executors of Martha A. Shields, ask- 
ing indemnity for losses sustained by her, by an erroneous entry 
as jands; which was referred to’ the Committee on Public 
Lands. 
: Mr. KERR presented several letters from Littleton Physick, 
Esq., of Maryland, cn the subject of Bridgeman’a mad 
system of terraculture; which were referred to the Committee 
on Agriculture, and ordered to be printed. : 

Mr. SIMMONS presented a memorial from several American 

1 


merchants in the city of Paris, 
on the subject of the tarif'on French goods, and making sugges" 
tions to prevent frauds on the revenue: referred to the Com 
mitiée.on Manufactures. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented a memorial from J. Parton 
Stout and 72 farmers and citizens of Ontario county, N. Y , ia 
favor. of a duty of at least 30 per cent: cash and home valuation 
on foreign wool and woollen manufactures ;.and.remonstrating 
against thé repeal of the land dis:ribuiion bill, with a view to 
provection; also, two memorials from Otsego county in favor 
ofa protective tariff; which were referred to the Committee 
on Manufactures. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented’ a memorial from the New 
York and Aibany Railroad Company, cn the.subject of aid by 
the General Government to tho railroad companies; and suggest- 
ng a plan for the transportation of the mails on those roads; 
and for. their conversion into a system of public defences in case 
of a war, in consideration of the solicited aid from the Govern- 
peng referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 

oads, 

Mr. PRESTON, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to 
which had been referred the resolution of the Sonate, instruct- 
ing ‘that committee to inquire into the propriety of reporting a 
bill to indemnify the Missouri volunteers for horses lost by them 
in the service of the Government in 1837, imade a report ex- 
pressing the opinion that sufficient provision is made by exist- 
ing laws for the settlement of those claims. r 

Mr. WRIGHT said that, on the 9th, of February, the Com- 
mittee on Claims made an adverse repurt on the claim of Little- 
ton Dennis Teackle, for lumber supplied the United States for 


the public buildings at Washingion. Siace that report was | 


made, the committee had received additional testimony; which 
satisfied him that the report ought to be recommitted—not with 
a view to reverse the tormer decision of the committee, but 
for. the purpose of founding the report on all the facts.’ -On mo- 
tion, the report wasrecommitted to that committee. 

Mr, SMITH, from the Committee on Public Lands, reported 
back to the Senate, with two amendments, the bill entited An 
act to authorize the inhabitants of the State of Louisiana to en- 
ter back lands, 

Also, from the same committee, reported a bili for the relief 
of the inhabitants of the reserved towuship in Gibson county, 
in the State of Indiana; which was read, and ordered to a sec- 
ond reading. 

, Engrossed bill entitled An act to incorporate the Washington’s 
Manual Labor School and Male Orphan Asylum of the Disirict 
of Columbia, came up on its third reading. The bill was read 
the third time; and, the question now being, “Shall the bill 

ass}? 

Mr. ALLEN demanded the yeaa and nays; which were or- 
dered and taken, and were—yeas 31, nays 8, as follows: 

YUAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Buchanan, Choate, 
Clayton, Conrad, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Evans, Graham, feu 
derson, Huntington, Kerr, King, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, 
Phelps, Porter, Preston, Rives, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, 
Southard, Sprague, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Wilcox, Wood- 
bridge, and Young—sl. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Fulton, Linn, Sevier, Smith 
of Connecticut, Tappan, and Wright—8. 

So the bill was passed. 

On motion-of Mr. MOREHEAD, all the previous orders of 
the day were postponed, and the bill to provide for the satisfac- 
tion of the claims arising under the treaty of the Choctaw In- 


dians with the United States at Dancing Rabbit creek, was ta-, | 


ken up as in committee of the whole. 

Mr. MORSHEAD explained that the decision of the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs, to take the sense of the Senate, had 
been grounded on peculiar circumstances, There were some 
difficulties; in relation to which, a division of opinion existed 
in the committee. ‘these difficulties he enumerated, and then 
yeferred to the treaty of Danciag Rabhit creek, and showed 
from that treaty, that the head of each Choctaw family choos- 
ing to remain on the Indian lands was to be allowed, on speci- 
fied condnions, a reservation of land. In 1833, an agent was 
appointed by Guvetnment to select the reservations; but before 
he could accomplish this object, the Jands were putinto market. 
He had made some locations, however; but bis arrangement 
was unsatisfactory to the Department, and remonstrance was 
made in:1835. In 1835, a commission was appointed to iavesti- 
gate and adjust the claims; much was done, but much was also 
left unone; and the object of this. bill wae to renew the com- 
mission, for the purpose of o'taining a final adjustment. A 
difficulty has arisen, however, in consequence of the lands to 
which the Indians were entitled being suld, and the money re- 
ceived into the public Treasury being paid away forthe uses of 
the Government. The Secretary of War seemed to think the 
money received for the Indian lands ought to be reimbursed to 
the Indian claimants, The only question really at issue, was, 
whether that should be done, or fand-scrip should be issued in 
Jien of the amount received for the lands. 

Mr. HENDERSON observed that at the carly part of the 
session he had presented a bill, which was referred ta the Gom- 
mittee on Indian Affairs, by whom it was submitted to the Secre- 
tary of War. ‘Phe Secretary of War had now madea report to 
the committee, who now presented it to the Senate, with a view 
of obtaining a decision as to the form which the bill should as- 
sume. 

Mr. H. recapitulatedthe provisions of the treaty of Dancing 
Rabbit creek; from which he inferred that the claims, accorde 
ing to treaty, could not now be ascertained. He pomted out 
many doubis and difficulties, inevitably tending to embarrass 
Government m any attempt to adjust the claims by the strict 
terme ofthe treaty j--the {kth articie being indefinite as to the 
number of clair s which might arise; and the Loch article, 
although 1,190 claims had been a certain d not been taken 
advantage of by more adian heads of f Jle 
believed the Indians, undor an impression t their claims 
would be prosecuted more successtully by associating white 
men with them, had assigned a joiut share. in moat instances, to 
white men—noi leaving more, probably thantwenty claims urged 
by Indians alone. These things ail show the doubt and dificulty 
which must arise. The money to be reimbursed to the Indians, 
according to the hypothesis ofthe Secretary of War, that the fa- 
dian lands have been sold ata dollar and a quarter an acre, 
must amount to very nearly a milion anda haj! of leilars. 

He conteuded that the report of the Indian Bereau did not 
sustain the view of the Secretary of War. He did not believe 
Congress could, with any propricty, adopt the Secretary’s pro- 
ject. The result would be to charge the Treasury wnh the 
whole amount of the claims. It is well known that lands which 
sold for $1 25 an acre, five years ago, are now offered for 


France, presenting their views +} 


$l 25 peracre, in money, would be urged instead of the claim 
to the land, He believed-both the Indians and their assignees 
would, in the mess, be convient with grants of lands in Leu of 
their claims, Tadividuals right be discontented, but, faking the 
mass, fi Would be aii arrangement satisfac: ory on-the whole. 

_ This he considered a Lil of immense magnitude—ef great 
importance w the Government and to the claimants.. He Cor- 
ceived ample ice would-be done to all, by giving scrip,en- 
titling the claimants to choose their Jocations, on prool of their 
claims before the board of commissioners. ~: : 

It was his intention toask that the bill be recommmit(ed, within: 
structions toveport a reorganization of the board of commis- 
sioners, with the same powers before alowed, limited to an ade- 
quate period of time for adjustment; authorized to issue scrip 
to claimants, on proof of claims; such certificates to be pum- 
bered anu issued, and to be receivable for land, in Arkansas and 
Louisiana, al the land offices ; but to be taken up within one 
year after da’e of issue, on pain of forfeiture. A bill thus drawn 
up, he considered preferable to that nnder coasideration.. He 
therefore moved to recommit the bill, with the instructions 
mentioned. 

Mr. SEVIER observed that tis was. a bill of great import- 
ance. H had been reported, in its pre ent shape, this morning 
only ; and the amendments proposed being equally important, 
he hoped they would be ordered to be printed, aid that the mat 
ter would be passed over tiil to-morraw. 

The printing of the proposed amendments was then ordered 
aud the bili was passed over informally. 

The House bill making appropriations for the civil and diplo- 
matic departments was taken up, and read a first and second 
time, and referred tothe Committee on Finance. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, the bil was ordered to be re- 
p:inted as amended by the House. 

The Senatethen went into Executive session, and, shortly 
after, adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
THURSDAY, April 21, 1812, 
APPORTIONMENT BILL. 

Mr. EVERETT asked leave to offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That on Monday next, at 12 o’cluck, al! debate in 
the Commiitee of the Whole House on the state ot the Union, 
on House bill No. 73, “or the apportionment of Representa: 
tives among the several States according to the six census,” 
shail cease, and ihe comuidttee shall proceed to vote on the 
amendments that may then be pending or shall be offered to 
said bill, and then report the same to the House, with such 
amendments as inay have been agreed to by the committee: 
provided said iil is vot sooner reported to the House. 

Mr. ANDREWS, of Kentucky, and other members, objected. 

Mr, ANDREWS, of Kentucky, moved that the resolution be 
laid on the table. 

Mr. EVERETT and Mr. WE? LER simultaneously asked 
the yeas and nays, which were ordered; and, bemg taken, were 
as follows: 

¥MAn—Messrs. Adams, Landaff W. Andrews, Sherlock J. 
Andrews, Arooid, Arrington, Atherton, Barton, Bowne, Boyd, 
Briggs, Bronson, Charles Brown, Jeremiah Brown, William 
Butler, W. O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick ©. Cald- 
well, John Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Cary, Chapman, 
Clifford, Clinton, Colquitt; Mark A. Cooper, Cowen, Cross, 
Daniel, Richard D. Davis, Doan, Eastman, John Edwards, 


i Egbert, Fessenden, John G. Fl .yd, Gamble, Gentry, Gerry, 


Wm, O. Goode, Gordon, Graham, Granger, Hall, John Hast- 
ings, Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, }fubard, Hen- 
ter, Chas. J. Ingersoll, W. W. Irwin, Cave Johnson, Isaac D. 
Jones, John P. Kennedy, Andrew Kennedy, Lewis, Abraham 
McClellan, Robert McCseian, Alfred Marshall, J. Thompson 
Mason, Morrow, Osborne, Pope, Proffit, Reed, Reding, Rhett, 
Riggs, Roosevelt, J. M. Russell, Salonstail, Santora, Saund- 
Shields, Suyder, Solleis, Sprigg, Steenrod, Stratton, Swe- 
ney, Taliaferro, John B. Thompson, Turney, Wallace, War 
yen, Watterson, Wes'hrook, b.. D. White, Christopher H. 
Williams, and Winturep— 92. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Babcock, Baker, Beeson, Bidlack, 
Birdseye, Blair, Botts, Brewster, Milton Brown, 8. IF. Bader, 
Caruthers, Casey, John C. Clark, James Cooper, Cranston, 
Cravens, Garrett Davis, Deberry, Everett, Fillmore, "©. A. 
Floyd, Fornance, A. Lawrence Foster, Patrick G. Goode, 
Valsted, William S. Hastings, Henry, Howard, Hudson, Hunt, 
dos, R. Ingersoll, James irvin, Jack, James, Keim, Lane, 
Linn, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Mediil, Miller, Moore, 
Morgan, Morris, Owsley, Pearce, Pendleton, Powell, Ramsay, 
Randolph, Rayner, Reynolds, Ridgway, Rodney, Wilham Rus- 
sell, Shepperd, Framan Smith, Stanly, Stokely, Alex. H. H. 
Swart, J.T. Stuart, summers, Richard W. Thompson, Til- 
linghast, Toland, ‘Triplett, Trumbull, Weller, Thos. W. Wil- 
liams, Jos. L. Williams, Augustus Young, and John Young— 


so the resolution was laid on the tahle, 
THE TARIFF. 

Mr. KENNEDY, of Mavyinud, rose and asked leave at this 
time te present a petition from the city of Baltimore, signed 
by vine thousand aut nine: y-four citizens of that place, withoui 
respect to party, praying 1 an adjustment of the tariff as 
would secure to the domestic i y of the country a proper 
projection; praying also for a system of countervailing duties 
in relation to those nations that had excladed our products; and 
atso praying for such iinaiions on American tonnage as 
mishi be found nece: 

This memorial, Mr. 


ry. 

K. was understood to say, had been 
re by a committee of twenty- 
a8 56 yards in length, 


i 
> moved that se much of the memorial as related to 
lndusiry heielerred to the Committee of the Whole 
è m hai been referred the bill 
, from the Committee on Manu- 
related to countervailiug du- 
a shipping, be referred to the 


Committee on Commerce. 


And Mr. K moved ta: tbe memorial be printed, 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, inquired if he understood the gen- 
Ueman from Maryland (Mr. KENNEDY] intended that the nan.es 
should be printed? 

Mr. KENNEDY said no. 

Mr. JOHN T. MASON said that his colicague (Mr. KENNE- 
py) had stated that this memorial was signed by citizens of Bal- 
timore without distinction of party. He (Mr. M.) was author- 


fifty or sixty cents; and, consequently, the Indian claim to the ||“ ized in saying that, although’ there were the names of ome 


‘our territories, and the maintenance of our private an 


members of the Democratic pariy avached.to ‘the menio 
yet that thé umber of them was inconsiderable. © < o 
Mr. KENNEDY. Very well; Lam very- happy to hearit, 
The memorial is signed by npwards of nine thousand citizend of 
Baltimore. I am happy to hear that they are ad! good: Whi 
or nearly £o. ee : 
Mr. J.T. MASON understood that great number ‘of the 
names attached to the memorial were the names of those’ who 
do not. reside in Baltimore, but that they were gathered from 
travellers át the rai'road and steamboat offices in the city. 7: 
Mr. MEDILL. asked the unanimous consent of the. House to 
ehable him to present the proceedings ef a meeting of. citizens 
of the Hocking Valley, in the State of Ohio, convened atthe 
courthouse in Logan, April Sib, 1242, expressive of thé views 
entertained by them in relation to the prominent matters iow 
in controversy between the United States and Great, Britain; 
and; as the subject was one of great. interest, and. the views 
therein expressed such as met with his. cordial approbation, he 


would move that they be printed. : 
Mr. MORGAN and others objected. r : 
Nr, MEDILL said that, as these proceedings came from. a’ 
highly respectable meeting of the people, composed chiefly of 
his own constituents, he felt it to be his duty to move a suspen- 
sion of the rules, to enable him to present them; and, that the 
Tause might be advised of their import, he asked that they be 
read. : 
; ‘They. were read accordingly; and the resolutions are as fol- 
OWS: j g 
Resolved, That we deem our treaty of 1783 with Great Bri- 
tain too plain and specific to warrant her further. occupation, . 
cf our northeastern frontier; and that the State of Maine should 
have the support and countenance of the National Government , 
for the immediate establishment of her boundary, in accordance 
with the aforesaid treaty. ae Ah 
Resolved, That itis the duty, of our Government to main- 
tain our boundaries on the Pacific, between north latitude 42 
deg. and 54 deg. 40 min., as agreed on with Spainand Rus- 
sia; and that a Territorial Government should immediately be. 
establishedan the valley of the Oregon. _ : ok A 
Resolved, That the rights of our citizens, in person and 
property, should be as inviolate all over the world as are the 
rights and interests of the citizens of Great Britain; and if not 
deemed so inviolate, it is the duty of the National Government 
to make them so, without delay. f 
Resolved, That itis our duty to. resist, to the last extremi- 
ty, ail attempts by England, or any other power on earth, to 
search our merchant vessels in the African or any other seas, un- 
der the pretence of suppressing the slave-trade, or reclaiming her 
own citizens; and that, as Americans and philanthropists, we 
feel as much abhorrence forthe African slave-trade as can he. 
claimed by England, whose merchants furnish the facilities for 
the inhuman traffic. : : ie 
Resolved, That the demand made. for satisfaction for. the. 
invasion of our fronuer on the Niagara should be enforced; and. 
that indemnity for the destruction of the steataboat Caroline, at 
Schlosser, has been long enough delayed. . eA 
Resolved, That the Secretary of State is hereby requested to 
urge lis demand for satisfaction to the last extremity; and that 
nothing but such urgency will carry out the expectations of the 
people, based on his letter to Mr. Fox, dated April 24, 1841.’ 
Resolved, That, however we may differ with the present Ad- 
ministration of the General Government on many points of da- 
mesic policy, yet it shall receive our unwavering support ‘in 
defence of national faith and national. honor, the integrity of 
public, 
rights from unwarranted aggressions. pes ate 
Resolved, That, however desirous of peace with all nations, 
we are not longer willing to maintain it at the expense of na~ 
tional dignity and interest: and that our navy and fortifications 
should be immediately placed in the best possible state of, de- 
fence. . yee eh 
Two-thirds not voting in the affirmative, the rules were not 
suspended, ee 
Mr.d.G. FLOYD, on leave given, presented certain joint | 
resolutions from the Legislature ofthe State of New York, in- 
structing their Senators and requesting their Representatives in 
Congress to vote for a repeal of the land distribution law, 
Laid on the table and ordered to be printed. _ | 
Z r. PROFEIT asked leave to offer the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to inform. this House what amount of money has been paid, or 
is now ascertained to be due, or for which payment has been 
demanded on contracts foriron work for the New York custom- 
house since the 5th April, 1841; to whom the payments have 
been made; under what contracts, discriminating between iron 
railing and iron desk stands, &c. Also, out of what fund the 
amounts have been paid, or are expected to be paid; the name 
ofeach contractor; the prices of each contract per pound, or 
other wise; and by whom said contracts were made. Also, copies 
of vouchers for all payments made on said iron contracts, and: 
copies of vouchers for furniture already furnished and paid for; 
and also what amount of furniture for said custom-house has 
heen contracted for and not yet paid for ; and with whom said 
contracts were made. af : ; 
Mr. BRIGGS desired to offer the following amendment: 
Resolved, That the President of the United States be request, 
ed to communicate to this House the report or reporta made by 
the commissioners, or any of them, who. were aa to ine ; 


stigate the affairs of the New York customhouse. 
ven EVERE UT objected to the reception both of thetyesolu- 
tion and amendment. j . 4 
Mr. PROFETE withdrew his resolution. 7] 
APPORTIONMENT BILL. . ae 
On motion of Mr. EVERETT, the House resolved itself into z 
Corr mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. ARLEN? 
of Maine, in the chair,) and resumed the consideration ah i 
bili for the apporionmen: of ap aes among the eve 
al States according to the sixth census. i 4g 
À When the aomarnitee adjourned last evening, the state of ‘he 
sti pi follows: 
Won gust of M Srvart, of IHinois, the amendment of Mr. 
EvERETT. fixing the rano, at 70,680, had been'stricken out, and 
5 je 
arene Aa a laad moved to strike out 58,000, and insert 
50,391; which motion Mr. EVERETT had submitted was dut of 
order, an the ground: that the question must now he taken be- 
tween the number of 58,000 and the number proposed in the 
bill, ți. e- 68,000 } i g . 
Pending which question of order the committee had risen. 
And the question now recurring thereon— 


AIRMAN decided the atnendthent of Mr. Cusuine to 
tofordery t s a a S teen tN 


p “And stated'the pending question to. be on striking- out 68,000, 


the Him ber ‘in the origmal bill,] and: inserting 58,000: 
f “Mr, JOUN- T-MASON obtained the floor, and inquired of the 
Chair if-it-would be in order now to offer an‘amendment to the 


bill 


ja CHAIR replied that it would not be, as there were as 
lendments now pending as the rules allowed. * ; 
Mr MASON then said that, atche proper time, he would offer | 
a amendment, providing thata ratié of sixty-two thousand. 

£ ld be established for each Representative. He would briefly 
he reasons why he would urge upon the House the rejec- 
af the preseat pending amendment, and the adoption of the 
6 Proposed: submitting. » aaa ieee 
‘was one, he'sdid,of the most important and delicate sub- 


hcould claim ‘the attention of Congress at its present 
Bessidn, iwasmuch’as it brought into conflict the various and 
diversified interests of the whole country: 


“Phere are, (continued Mr. M.,) in my opinion, three great ob- 
jects to be accomplished by this bill. The first, and:most im- 
portant one, is, that the fractions, whether they may be large or 
small, should fall equally upon the various interests of the 
col try, and more particularly should they fah with equality 
upon'the free dnd the slave States: Some gentlemen have be- 
lieved that the great object to be accomplished was, that the 
aggregate fraction should be as small as. possible. ‘Phis is not 
so. désirable as that the fraction should be borne equally by the 
free and the slave States. 

Mr. M. submitted: a table, or calculation, for the correctness 
of which he would vouch, by whieh he went to show that this 
equality would be better reached by the number he proposed 

’ (62,000) than.by any other which had yet been or which might 
heréafter: be submitted. 
lows: chee 

-The present number of Representatives is 242. At 62,000 the 
number of Representatives would be 245. k 

The average fraction ofall the Statés would be 30,013; the 
average fraction ia the slave States would: be 29,3723 the aver- 
age fraction in the free States would be 30,741: making a dif- 
ference it the average fraction of 1,369 against the free States, 
and, in: the. aggregate, of..17,797—being that many more souls 
unrepresented in the free States than in the slave States. 

~* e'68:000; Number of Representatives 224; average fraction 
of all.the States 26,014; average fraction of. slave States 27,282; 
average fraction of free States 24,821; making a difference in 
tlie average fraction of 2,461 against the slave States, and in the 
aggregate of 31,998—being that many more souls ur. represent- 
t'in thé slave States than in the free States, 

At 53,999: Number of Representatives 282; average fraction 
of all the States 26,196; average fraction of slave Btates 20,581; 
average fraction of free States 31,726; making a difference in 
tho average fraction of 11,145Jagainst the free states, and in the 
aggregate of 144,885—being that many more souis unrepresent- 
ed in the free States than in ihe slave States. 

At 70,000: Number of Representatives 217; average fraction 
of all the States 27,629; average fraction of slave States 24,739; 
ve fraction of free States 30,107; making a difference in 
the aVerage fraction of 5,366 against the free States, and in the 
aggregata of 69,756. : 

nd Unis calculation might be pursued, and it would appear 
that no number, from fifty up to seventy thousand, would so 
effectually secure this equality asthe number he suggested— 
sixty-two thousand, 

Under this number the following States, represented on this 
floor at present by one hundred and fifty-six.members, would ` 
have fractions less than one-half, viz: 


he calculation or table was as iol: 


T Fraction, Fraction, 
Maine: - 5,793 Tennessee * 11,986 
New York - 10,919 Indiana -~ - 3,864 
New Jersey : 1,036 Kentucky + 24,724 
Delaware - 16,043 | South Carolina - 29,585 
Maryland ` 124 Ohio - - 81,465 
Virginia - +, 6202 | Arkansas- + 27,600 
Georgia - 2,014 Michigan - + 26,267 


And it would be observed that States represented at present 
on this floor. by one. hundred and four members, under this 
ratio would have fractions less than one-fourth. 

Another fact worthy of consideration was, that the large 
fractions under thie ratio fall chiefly, excepting New York and 
Ohio, upon the larger States; a result ‘ta be desired, as the 
larger Btates can much better bear large fractions than the 
RAT tan ahs weight of the fraction would, in the one 

si any Representatives, i other, i 
woul a upon pa ah p a es; when, in the other, it 
, Maryland, it is true, had avery small fraction und is: ra 
tio. ‘This, Air. M. sald, he regretted, because ren 

be questioned; for, while he was desirous of protecting the 
rights of his own State, he was more desirous of advancine 
the general good—as he honestly believed the effect of this ratio 
would he to produce general goodand advance every. interest. 

_Tn the second place, he did not desire to increase. the present 

size of the House of Representatives. It had been suggested 

that, if you greatly increase our numbers, the House, ‘by the 
mere force of its numbers, will carry its measures without 
rules, and with more order and despatch than it now does. 

This is denied; for, let the number of this House be as large as 
it might, the people would be heard through their Representa- 
tives. We should not be able, asin the British House of Com. 
mons, to trample or cry them down. There was no resem- 
blance, and could be none, between the House of Representa- 
tives in this country, and the House of Commons in England : 
and, besides, the expense of a large House of Representatives 
was something to be considered. The House should just be 
Jarge enough to preserve the representative principle, and not 
too large to transact business, or to allow every member to be 
heard when he desires. i 

In the third place, the House should not be too small. If it 
was made too small, it would then be in danger of losing its 
purity and independence. The majority might then be expect- 
ed to be small. And how much easier wouid it be for the Ex- 
ecutive to influence and corrupt a small majority on this floor 
thana large one! The protection and liberty of the people re- 
quired that this body should be far heyond the reach of Execu. 
ive influevice; and as its number was diminished, its safety 
rom ‘Executive. eneroachment and influence was lessened 
And, farther, as you-diminish the number of this House you 
impair in the same Proportion the representative principle— 
the great principle upon which. the people relied for their own 

otection and for the protection of their institutions, 


RESSIONAL GLOBE. 


~ “Ht had been asserted thatthe weight of the small States would 
“be increased by alarge ratio. This Mr. M. doubted, unless the 
Fatio was so increased as to make it greater than the popula- 
‘tion of the State, and it should thereby be thrown upon its con- 
stitutionalright to one Representative atall'events. As long as - 
there was a‘raction, it would -fall-heavier upon the small than 
upon the large States, because there Were so many more Rep 
resentatives in the Jarger for the fraction to be divided betweer, 
than there were in the-smaller States. : ; 
‘The ratio öf sixty-two thousand, Mr. M. believed, would bet- 
ter accomplish all the great ends to be arrived at by this bill 
than any other number that. might be named; and he hoped the 


l committee would-adoptit..° = x 
My. TILLINGHAST opposed the amendment. The number 


58,000, whichit proposed, would, if adopted, increase the pres- 
ent number ofthe House by twenty members: he considered 
this, however, as no objection, since a House containing 300 or 


280 members would be just as competent to do-public business 


-with advantage, as a House with the present numiber. The po- 
pular‘ branch of the Legislature should always be numerous; 
this was in the spirit of the Constitution, and he did not think 
the country would be satisfied that the number should be fixed 
at its present amount. Mr T. strenuously opposed the adop: 
tion 0! 58,000, as the most inconvenient ratio that could be bit 


upon; tt occasioned a loss of 11 members to the Old ‘Thirteen | 


States and ofoneto Kentucky. He wentinto a detailed state- 
ment of the result, as affecting each Siate respectively. While 
that number weakened the representation of the old States by ~ 
12, it would strengthen that of the new by 58, Mr. T. announ- 
ced his determination, should the amendment be rejected, to pro- 
pose the number 54,000: this would produce a House of 281 
members. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Indiana, disclaimed every thing like 
sectional or local feeling, in the voite he should give, which 
would be based on broad and general principles. This wasin fact, 
not a question of relative strength, but a question of principle. 
He opposed the increase of the House as tending to make it un- 
wieldly: he thought it ought rather tobe reduced. Should the 
ratio be fixed at 100,000, it would effecta saving in the pay of 
members of $40,000 perannum. it was vain for the old States 
to expect to retain forever their present reiative representation; 
that of the new States must of course increase. He thought it 
better to have a Legislature consistirig ofa comparatively small 
number of well-informed business men, than a much larger 
number of those destitute of business habits and fond of deba- 
ting, He was unders.ood as giving notice that, should the pres- 
ent-amendment fail, he would move tostrike out all the bill 
after the enacting clause, and insert a different number. 

Mc. CHARLES BROWN suggested that, without reference to 
slave States or free States, they should endeavor to come to 
some conclusion; and to effect this object, he hoped the commit- 
tee weuld begin at the highest and come down to the lowest 
number, and thereby discover the number on which they could 
agree. He trusted this would be done, and then they should 
know what they wan‘ed; for, until that was accomplished, all 
their arguments there would heveno greai effect. He disagreed 
with the gentleman from Indiana, (Mr. THompson.] He be- 
lieved if they could squeeze this Government down to that of 
one man, they would have amore practicable, more efficient, 
and more qniet one than that they now had; and though that one 
man might be the Representative of the American people, he 
would noi be the kind of Government the American peopie de- 
sired or would approve, There was something else besides an 
efficient and a practical Government to look to. It was of as much 
importance to prevent the passage of a bad laws asto pass good 
oues It was beter for the country todebate agsingle subject two 
months, and then negative it, if ts passage would do injury, 
than during the same time to pass one hundred bad laws. 
It was not that they should pass a certain number of laws 
in a cortain time, but that they should pass good laws: that 
was the object of every free Government. Rut if the num- 
ber of Representatives was reduced to one hundred meu. he 
was inclined to think there would be more talking men than 
there were now. Their plain farmers were not their talking men, 
The lawyers, who travel through the districts of the States 
would be the best known; and, if the number were reduced, 
would be the men returned, and they would bave fewer quict, 
practical men than they had. He appealed to history. Massachu- 
setts, with four hundred members, did as much business as the 
smallest legislative body in the Union. New Hampshire, with 
two bnndred and forty members, had refused to reduce the 
number, and her sessions were not more than forty days in du- 
ration, and the expense of her Government was Jess than in 
thoso States wiih smaller Legislatures. The experience of 
the country was against a Government of a few, and in 
favor of a Government and a representation of the many. 
Though they had confusion, they had in their favor the good 


: old scriptural phrase, in the multitude of counseliors there 


tg safely. We thought they were safer, if not more efficient: 
and he should regret to see the number contracted to less than 
that to which they had been accustomed. -He was willing to 
go for 60.000 as the ratio of representation, or forany.num her be- 
tween that and.70,000. There were some propositions favorable 
to his State, and others less så; and he, asone of her Representa- 
tives, should vote for that which was the most favorable to the 
State which he represented. But he had merely risen to express 
the hope that the committee would begin in the mode he had 
suggested; and he asked if the bill was in a shape to admit of 
such a course being pursued: if not, by votirg down. the pre 
sent amendments, it would be competent to every gentlema A 
to, propose the number which he desired to see adopted, and 
the committee could begin to vate upon them. - He ap Jeal d 
to the committee to give every gentlemana fair chance. a 
The CHAIRMAN replied to the question of the gentlemar 
from Peansylvania; but he was not distinctly heard, å : 


Mr. C. BROWN again expressed his wishthat the committee 


+ should proceed to receive the numbers, and begin to vote upon 


them. An appeal had been made for the small St: A 

had no sympathy with either the small or large Sales e 

State was small, it would be protected at the other end of the 

Capitol, where she had as many representatives as the large’ 

ones. He had no sympathy for Rhode island, while she had 

two representatives in the other branch; nor for New York. 

while sne had forty Representatives here. He would giveto 
very oñ ing i ci 

o ar z eir due, without being influenced by any such ap- 
Mr. PO A i i 

wan ee warmly supported this proposal, as the most fair 

r. THOMPSON, of Indiana, briefly respond 
Brown. That gentleman, he contended, tea ter T oie 


number, while Mr.T: was for a business number. He was wil- 
Hing the gentleman and himself should be taken as fit. specimens 
of-what each would have the House composed of. The gentle- 
mao had spoken forty times during this session, while Mr. T. 
had scarcely ever intruded himself upon the House. 

© Mr. BOTTS suggested that, afier voting down the present 
amendment, (should such be the pleasure of the committee,) 
they should then vote on striking out the number in the bill. 


- This was contrary to the rule, which declared striking out and 


inserting. butone motion ; yet it could be done by general con- 
sent, and would open the way for the mode proposed by the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania. [The same mode had been pro- 
posed, at the beginning, by Mr, Briggs. } f 

After a brief discvssioiron the question of order, and the best 

ode of proceeding— ` 
Mne question Sas decided on the amendment, and the 
vote renorted by tellers to- stand as follows; Ayes 57, noes not 

unied, 
80 the House rejected the motion to strike out 68,000, as re- 
ported by the committce, and insert 58,000, as proposed by Mr. 
EVERETT’ s amendment. . 

Mr. BRIGGS now movedsimply to strike-ovt the 68,000, as 
now in ‘the bill. i g 

Mr. STUART, ofIHinois, opposed the motion ; but the ques- 
tion being taken, it wascarried without a count. $ 

So the bill was left. standing with the number blank, 

Mo ions were then received by the Chair for filling the blank ; 
whereupon the following numbers were proposed: i 


| By Mr. Underwood, 141,000 J. C. Edwards, 60,000 
R. W. Thompson, 114,000 Reynolds, 59,506 
Watterson, 105,000 Graham, 59,241 
Turney, 102,000 Botts, A. H, H. Stu- 
Morgan, 100,000, art, and Wm. W. 
Chapman, 97,000 Irwin, 68,900 
Rogers, 92,000 Everett, 58,250 
Cave Johnson, 90,000 Caruthers and A. V. < 
Warren, 80,000 Brown, 58,152 
James Russell, 78365 Arnold, 58,000 
Ridgway, 75,500 Colquittand Gordon, . 57,831 
Saunders, 74.500 Riggs, 57,880 
J. Thompson, 74,100 Hubard, 57,500 
J Irvin, 74,000 Moore, 57,000 
Gamble, McKay, and Eastman, 56,914, 

Mathiot, 72,000 Atherton, 56,746 
E. DÐ. White, 71,009 M. A. Cooper, 56,200 
Gilmer,. Wise, and Green, 54.500 

Stokely, 70,680 W O. Butler, 64,378 
Lewis, 69,906 Owsley, 54,265 
Rhet and W. Butler, 66,000 ‘Yillanghast and J. P. 

C. Brown, Danie), aud Kennedy, , 54,000 

P. C. Caldwell, 65,5C0 Shields and Pearce, 53.999 
Habersham, 63500 Tornance, 53,800 
Snyder, 63 0CO Stratton, 53,000 
Blair, 62,600 Sanford, 52,285 
W. Smith, 62,279 Howard, 62,100 
Randolph, 62,172 Holmes, 51,300 
Powell, A. Marsball, Boardman, 51,000 

Halsted, and Hopkins, 62,000 Riggs, 50,159 
Houston, 61,167 Roosevelt, Pendi-ton, 

Dean, 60,778 — Clinton, and Reding, 50,000 
Linn, J. Brown, and Van Buren and Calhoun, 45,000 

Read, 60,700 R. Ð. Davis and R. 

J. Cooper and Joha ©, McClellan, 30,000 

Clark, 60,500 


All the numbers having been proposed, (either viva voce by 
gentlemen in their scats, or by sending billets to the Clerk’s 
table)— 

They were reported by the Clerk to the House. 

Mr. EVERETT proposed that the respective numbers named 
shou!d be arranged in regular order, beginning with the largest, 
And in order to give the Clerk time for this, he moved that the 
committee now rise, and that the Clerk’s report be printed. 
He supported the metion by referring to two bills relating to 
our commercial arrangements with foreign nations, which Mr, 
Cusnine had been very anxious to get up. 

Mr, BOTTS opposed the motion, and it was negatived, 

Mr. Unprrwoon's motion, being for the largest number, 


` viz. 141,060, was first teken up for the action of the com. 


mittee. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD read a statement showing what would 
be the‘effect of the adoption of the number proposed. It would. 
leave four States with one member each; seven States with 
two members; three States with three members; four states 
with four members; four States with five members; beside 
which Virginia would have eight, Pennsylvania twelve, and 
New Yorkseventeen. It would leavea smaller fraction, too, than 
any other number prcposed, save one. Mr. U. argued in favor 
of having a House of limited numbers, as more favorable to 
cool and intelligent legislation. He believed that less than half 
the present number of Representatives would de more business, 
and do it better, than the existing number. He deprecated apy 
large increase of members, as tending toward a mob govern 
ment, by confusion, “crowing like cocks, brayiag like asses, 
shofilicg with feet, coughing, and other similar expedients now 
pursued in the House of Commons in England. Tf this was 
what gentlemen really desired, thea let them take the lowest 
average that bad been proposed,” i 

Mr. HOLMES was in favor oʻincreasing rather than diminish- 
ing the number of Representatives, Every man, who philoso- 
phically looked into the workings of our political system, must 
be convinced of the fact, that this House was isso facto the 
Government; for there was no other Government in this Union 
than the Congress of the United States. The attempt of our 
fathers to make the Executive counterpoise the influence of the 
House of Representatives had signally failed. The attempt to 
make the Judiciarya countervailing partof the Government 
had failed. This being the case, was it not, then, of great im- 
portance that this body should be placed beyond the reach of 
corrupiion? Depend upon it, said Mr. H.. that in the multitude 
of Represeniatives in this body, you can alone find safety. Look 
at the past history of the country. It had been asserted that 
eight years ago, the powers of this Government were centred 
in one man. How did the power of one man become go 
great aa to wield the destinies of this mighty republic? It waa 
through this House. Tle was forcibly struck with the wisdom 
of the elder Adams, who, on the framing of the Constitutlori of 
his State, declared that the dariger was, that one or two men 
would control the Legislature; aud he was, therefore; for making 
the number so great as to place it beyond the reach of corrup. 
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tion. ` Following out practically the principles of the Constitu- 
tion, he would increase the number. of Represeñtativès: and 
thereby increase the difficulty of corruption-in. times when cor- 
ruption was too prevalent throughout the land. 

`-Mr-: POPE saidhe had oñcë been in favor of a diminished 
number of Representatives, as a means of avoiding the confu- 
sion and delay which now too much prevailed; but, on further re- 
fiection, and afier more experience, he had come to tke belief 
that, for the preservation of liberty, the larger the number of 
Representatives ofthe people the better. He referred, in sup- 
port of a numerous delegation, to the course of General Wash- 
ington, who had proposed, in convention, to make the restric- 
tion in the-Constitution aslow as 30,000. It was the opinion of 
many of the greatest of ihe Virginia statesmen, that, as you in- 
creased the number ofthe people’s Repres:ntatives in the Legis. 
lature, you increased the actual power of the people: Mr. P, 
advocated a comparatively smali Congressional district, as bet 
ter enabling the Representative to have a personal acquaintance 
with hisconstituents, and. rendering him mote independent of 
the misrepresentations of a party press.. It would be harder to 
prestrate an honest man in a smaller than ina very large dis- 
trict, The power of wealth, too, would be less felt. He 
believed a House with five hundred members would preserve 
more order in its proceedings, and would have a smaller num- 
ber of debaters, than ane of the present size. 


Mr. DAVIS, of New York, very warmly opposed the num- 
ber now under consideration, and contended for a small aver- 
age and a numerous House of the people. As to the objection 
from increased expense, he hada ready mode of meeting that: 
which was, to reduce the per diem of members to $4, and abol- 
ish their franking privilege. He avowed it as his earnest de- 
sire to get: more of the people into the- House, and. fewer gen- 
tlemen. He recognised no such class in the’ community; he 
wanted to see the hard:handed mechanics and farmersen that 
floor, He, too, believed a House-of five hundred members 
would be more orderly, and would do business more expedi- 
tiously. The necessity of each man’s making a speech to satis. 
fy the expectation of his constituents wou!d, in. such a House, 
be superseded; the members would be acting, voting men, not 
talking men. Mr. D. wanted to change the tone of manners and 
feelings in this metropolis. He felt himself a stranger here, 
and wanted an atmosphere around him more congenial to those 
he represented. The House ought to be a living, acting emana- 
tion from the people, and should be composed of maierials of 
the same sort. wita them. He would gladly see its numbers 
doubled. As it was now, he never had seen more disorder and 
less decorum and efficiency in any legislative body. 


<Mr. UNDERWOOD further advocated the amendment he 
had proposed, and urged against the principle of the gentleman 
who had opposed it, and had contended for a numerous repre- 
sentation. From 1789 to the present time, the membersof the 
House had increased from-69 to 242. Our population was now 
seventeen millions. It was doubling itself every twenty five 
years; and figures would show that, in twenty fiye years more, 
we should at that rate have thirty-four millions, and then again 
sixty-eight millions; and in twenty-five years further, one hun- 
dred and thirty-six millions; all within the period of a single life- 
time. Now, if gentlemen proceeded on the ground that, in order 
to the safety of liberty, we must have a Representative for 
every fifty thousand people, in seventy-five years from this 
time our House of Representatives would number two thou- 
sand six huadred and twenty members! 


[A voice: “How long would it take 
nays?” ] . 

Could this be necessary to the security of the people’srights ? 
Mr. U. passed a high eulogium on Mr. Pops, but put it to that 
gentleman’s.candor to say whether ‘his own principle did not 
need some restriction 2 i 


Mr. U. reminded gentlemen that this was not a local muni- 
cipal Government, but one formed chiefly with an aspect to our 
foreign relations: in such a Government, identity of feeling 
with the people was the main thing to be preserved ; and this 
could be secured whether the number of Representatives was 
larger or smaller. One gentleman had urged that large num- 
bers in a large district would be more acceptable to the in- 
fluenge of wealth ; another had insisted that multiplying the 
members of the House was the way to prevent its being bought 
up by the Executive. The arguments of gentlemen cut each 
other’s throats. To enlarge tue Congressional d siricts would 
raise the character of the Representative: it would break the 
power of mere shake-hands and grog shop influence, and would 
require more weight of character to secure a man’s election. 
As to greatly enlightening the people by personal intercourse, 
butlittle could be done ; if they were to be enlightened, it must 
be by circulars, 

[A voice: “ Buthowif they can’t read ?’] 


Then it would be of little use (or a member of Congress to go 
through the district as a schoolmaster teaching his people to 
read and write. [A laugh.] 

Mr. U. concluded by dwelling on the influence of his p'an in 
elevating the smaller States on the floor, and giving them also 
more weightina Presidential election, 


Mr. WISE said he differed tofo celo from the gentleman 
from Kentucky on his right, [Mr. Pops,] and insisted that the 
history of this Government did not show that a less numerous 
body was more easily corrupted than a larger. The Senate, a 
less numerous body than the House, was the chief check upon 
the Executive, both on the score of appointments and algo in 
the treaty-making power. If he attempted to buy any, it would 
be them; yet the Constitution had given but two Senators even 
to a Staie containing two millions anda half of people. There 
had never but a single instance of attempted diiect bribery 
been proved; and in that, the attempt was not made upon the 
Senate, but in chat House. 

(Mr, Serra interposed-and referred to a usurpation by the 
Senate, in 1837, of the powers and prerogatives of the House in 
originating money bills. ] 

Mr. W. insisted that this made in favor of his side of the 
argument, for all originating of money bills by this House 
must cease, if its numbers were greatly augmented. Money 
bilis had now to be corrected and patched by the Senate; and if 
the members were multiplied, they would be still more imper- 
fect anddefective. Ina large Ifonse, the opportunity to bribe 
was easier than ina small; for it must act under leaders, and it 
was only to bribe the leaders, and the Executive could secure 
the contro! ofthe body. Mr. W., extendedsimilar reasoning to 
all popular meetings; spoke of his experience in such assem- 


to call the yeas and 


blies; and gave an edifying account of the machinery used on 
Such occasions; the preparation of resolutions cut and dried be- 
soreband; the designation ard training of speakers; the supply- 
ing them with points of argument, &c.; and the carrying of the 
result by a huzza. Itmight be Tom, Dick, and Harry who 
huzzaed, but it was the leaders who were to be bribed: the peo- 
ple could not. ‘ 


Gentlemen seemed to have had the British House of Com- 
mone before their eyes; just as if that were a representation of 
the peopie of England? It was no such: thing; it was a repre- 
sentation of the Ministry in power, or soon to. come into power. 
The members, a large majority of them, were absent most of 
the time; and. were sent for when their votes, were. wanted. 
This was the natural result of a very numerous legislative body, 
A House so constituted would necessarily throw the whole pow- 
er of the Government into the hands of ‘the Senate and the Ex- 
ecutive. In the last war, the House had contained a little over 
a hundred members; and even then, it had:at one time sat three 
weeks, withcut a sccess, before it could get a question. Had 
it consisted of three hundred men, what would have become of 
the country? The Capitol might have been battered down 
before the House of Representatives could have voted a man 
or a dollar to defend it. As to the argument for reducing the 
pay of members, it was an argument to thé aristocracy—its 
tendency was to fill the House only with them; poor men could 
not afford to come here. If the gentleman was so anxious to 
see butchers and bakers in the House, he took the wrong course 
tobring them into it. Why,a man could not, as it was, bear 
the expense of a foreign mission unless he had a fortune; and 
so it would be in this House; unless he was willing to break 
himself, break his friends, and ruin his wife and children. Be- 
sides, the Constitution required one-half the total number of the 
House to constitute a quorum, (in the House of Commons forty 
men were sufficient;) and how much of the time had the present 
House contained over one hundred and sixty members? What 
would a House do with double its number? ‘There would be an 
eternal cali ofthe House; and each call would consume hours. 
Parliament was the local as well as the general legislature—ihe 
only legislature; but here we had twenty-four local legisla- 
tures; hence neighborhood representation was not called for, 
A lecal legislature ought to be large; a national need not be. 
The present number of the House just steered between the 
benefits of both plans; wh te it never was led, it was always 
misled Never, since Mr. W. bad held a seat here, had it been 
so inefficient a body as it was at this moment. ‘The deteriora. 
tion had been constant, as well in the despatch of business as in 
the manner and the matter of its debates—all owing, as he be- 
lieved, to its overgrown s ze. + 

Mr. SPRIGG replied, but was very fitfully heard by the re- 


porter. Mr. 5. was very animated, and very indignant in his / 


comments on the derogatory remarks in relation to the present 
character and standing of the House with which Mr. Wise had 
concluded, Te considered it part of a conspiracy, by “base 
lick-spittle fellows,” to “slang whang the House,” with a view 
to degrade it in the public estimation. Ue referred especially 
toa communication in the newspapers froma nava! officer, who 
had afterwards come crawling on his knees to ask the pardon of 
Congress. He was ashamed this low slang should be counte- 
hanced by members on the floor. The gentleman had said this 
House had been deteriorating ever since he had been in it, and 
signified something about leaving it. He hoped the gentleman 
would do so; thea, perhaps, the Ifouse would grow better. God 
knew there was no one man in it whose absence would so highly 
improve it. 


As to what had been said by a colleague of his [Mr. UNdER- 
woop] about shake-hands and dram-drinking influence, he 
thought a man who would shake a good fellow cordially by the 
hand, and drink a glass of wine with him, in friendship, much 
better than any member of the Executive’Temperance Sociery, 
or the Congressional Temperance Society either. It was an 
insult to the House to base an argument before it on the hypoth- 
esis that its members could be bought up. What had drinking 
a glass of good whiskey with a man’s constituents to do with 
cheating them and deceiving them? Yetthis was his colleague’s 
argument. Jf it had come from some fellow along on the 
northeast coast, he should not so much have minded it; but to 
come froin a colleague of his! The gentieman was for having 
a select few here, because many could not resi t the power of 
the Executive. It wasan insult to insinuate such a thing, And 
there was ihe geneman from Virginia, who had denounced the 
ouly Democratic feature in the British Constitution. The gen- 
Ueman might shake his head, but be did. ‘The gentleman 
seemed to think Senators greatly superior to mere members of 
the House. It showed the inward tendencies and aspirations 
of his heart The House of Lords were greater gentlemen than 
the House of Commons; and so Senators were decenter men 
than we! He denisd that it was the Senate that was a check 
upon the Executive. No: it was this House that was his 
check; and never had a set of fellows shown themselves move 
obstreperous io an Executive than this Congress had to John 
Tyler. His colleague seemed to think that if he could but rep- 
resent 141,000 people, he would be a much greater man than he 
is now— perhaps almost, or quite, equal to a Senator. Great 
God! (exclaimed Mr. S) a’n’t you content? If Mr. S. didnot 
think himself fully equal to avy Senator breathing, he would 
walk straight out of that hall. He spoke in complimentary 
terms of the present and late Senators from his State, and con- 
gratulated himself that he had heartily voted for them both, 
and against his colleague. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD here observed that he never had been a 
candidate: his name had been run without his knowledge or 
consent. ‘ 


After some remarks scarce heard about the election of a 
Lieutenant Governorin Kentucky, Mr. 8. concluded by express- 
iag his very decided opposition to the amendment proposed by 
Mr. Unperwoop. - a 

The question being now taken, the amendment was negatived 
withouta count. : 

It was then taken on the next highest number, viz. 134,000, 
and negatived: Also in succession on 103,000, and on 102,000; 
which were negatived. 

The question then recurring on 100,000— 

Mr. MORGAN demanded tellers; which were ordered. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Indiana, moved that the committee 
rise; but the motion was negatived: Ayes 53, noes S9. 

The vote on (00,000 was reported by the tellers to stand, Ayes 
25, noes not counted. So it was Jost. 

The question was then successively taken on 97,000, on 95 0CO, 
on 92,000, on 90,000, on $0,000, on 78,365, on 75,500, on 74,500, 


een ee a, as: 
Tmmanunanvanman merana th tern essence enero rrp 


01: 74,100, on 74,000, on 72,000, and on 71,000. 


rejected. 4 me z 
The question next recurring on 70680; Mr. WISE 
tellers; which were ordered: when the votë stood; 
not counted. . So it was negatived, Pip 
The question was then put on 69,906, on.66,000, on: 65; 
on 63,500. AN which were rejected, : x gk 
Mr. ARNOLD maved that tho committee ae ‘bat the eon 
mittee refused, and continued to vote on 63,000, on an 
on 62,279, All which were negatived. < g i babe mie 
‘Mt. CLIFFORD moved to rise; but the committee refused:: 
The question. was then’ taken on 62)172, and lost. ~ 
Mr. JEREMIAH BROWN moved to rise, Lost 
It recurred next on 62,000, when Mr. J: THOMPSON MASON: 
demanded tellers; but they were:refused, and thé question de- 
cided in the negative. The question was in like manner puton 
61,167, on 60,778, and cn 60,700, and negatived. Paar. 
The next number was 60,500. 4 x 
Mr. CLIFFORD demanded tellers, which were ordered ; and’ 
the vote being taken, stood ayes 82, noes 60. ; 
So it was voted by the, Committee of the Whole on thestate of 
the Union that the blank in the. bill, declaring the number of 
Constituents necessary to elect a Representative to Congress, 
should be filled with the number 60 500, “ede 
_ The committee then rose, and ‘thereupon’ the House ‘ad- 
journed. ae 


Among the petitions laid on the Clerk’stable to-day; under. 
the order of the House of the 29:h of March, the following have 
been brought to the spécial notice of the Reporter: aed 


By Mr. WHITE, of Louisiana: The petition of a number of 
in habitants of Terrebonne, to be allowed’ to enter their back 
lands, improperly refused by the land office. ` ace 

Of Glendy Burke, to locate other lands in liet. < poe 

Of the Chamber of Commerce of New Orleans, for a modifi- 
cation of the mail laws. : be 

Of Capt, H. L. Thistle, for pay for a horse killed.in ‘Florida, 

By Mi. J. T, MASON: A memorial from a number of citizens 
of Alleghany county, Maryland, praying “the speedy adoption of 
an efficient tariff, both for revenue and protection, 60 adjusted 
as to afford ample encouragement to the home manufacture of 
such articles as we have the ability to produce.” 

By Mr. WINTHROP: The memoria! of Samual May & Co, 
and sixty others, of Boston, importing merchants and dealers in 
foreign hardware, praying for an adjustment of the tariff on a 
permanent basis, with discriminating duties that will effectually 
discourage frauds on the revenue and encourage our home 
products and indastry. : bp ale A 

By Mr. FOSTER: The proceedings ofa meeting of inhabit» 
ants of Cazenovia, Madison:county, N: Y. in behaifof Ameri» 
can prisoners at Van Dieman’s Land. . 2 SEa AA 

Also, like proceedings of inbabitants of Earlville, Madison 
county, New York. : ` 

Also, like proceedings of inhabitants of Madison, Madison 
county, New York. ue 

Also, memorials of John Williams and 68 others, and Edwin 
Dunbar and 25 others, on the subject of a tariff of duties on for- 
eign imports. drin 

By Mr. HALL: The proceedings of a public meeting of the 
inhabitants of Windham county, Vermont, anda memorial ‘of 
said inhabitants in favor of a protective tariff of duties. f 

By Mr. RAMSEY: The petition of James. Lovett; and 249. 
others, of Pennsylvania, praying Congress to abolish the office 
of tide waiter at Bristol, Penusylvania. ae ; 

By Mr. GRANGER: Three petitions from citizens of Ontario 
coumy, New York, in favor of the protection:of American, ins - 

usury. R fda 

By Mr. MATTOCKS: Proceedings of a. convention of ġiti- 
rene of Washington county, Vermont, in favor of a protective 
tariff, ` z 
Also, the memorial of citizens of Washington county, Ver- 
mont, in favor ofa protective tariff, Were 

Also, three other memorials from the same county, in favor 
of a protective tariff. 

Also, the memorial of citizens of Rutland county, Vermont, 
in favor of a protective tariff. 3 . X 

By Mr. J. C. CLARK: The proceedings of a public, meeting 
of citizens of North Norwich, Chenango county, New York, in 
behalt of the American prisoners at Van Dieman’s Land, asking, 
Congress to request the Executive to cpen negotiations wih 
the British Government for their release. : X 

Also, like proceedings of citizens of Sherburne, Chenango 
county, New York. - - 4 : $ 

Aiso, like proceedings of citizens of Plymouth, Chenango 
county., New York, 

By Mr, RUNT: The petition of Leland Crandell et al. of the 
county of Rensselaer, State of New York, in fayor of protecting 
American labor and industry. : A 

Also, the petition of A. R Fox et al. of Bend Lake, Rengse- . 
laer county, New York, for a specific duty-upch window glass, 
not less than it was be‘oredlst December. 1541, 9 

The following petitions were presented by Mr. VAN BUREN 
on Saturday: lasi : ; 

Henry Cross and 160 others, for the renewal of the law grant- 
ing pensions to certain. widows. y 5 ona AaS 

‘Of Arnold Frost & Co., Ulster county, New York, in favor, 
of a protective tariff. A rs 

Of Jacob Lawson, a soldier of the Revolution, for miliary 
bounty lands. 


IN SENATE, 
Fray, April 22, 1842. Bia 
. SMITH, of Indiana, took the chair at 12 o’clock, having 
oie to do.so by the President pro tém. who wag 
to his room by indisposition. i 
ENA Srétealed a memorial from the Mayor and the 
President of the Board of Common Counci of the city of Phil- 
adeiphia, on the subject of establishing a marine railroad in that 
city, as a project which will prove advantageous to the navy of 
the United: States: referred.to the Committee on Naval Affairs, 

Mr. BAGBY presented.a petition from Richard Philips, pray- 
ing that Congress will granthim military bounty land; which 
was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. PHELPS presented a memorial from two hundred and 
sixteen operatives in woollen manufactories in ¥ ermont, The 
memorialists represent that those engaged in this branch of 
business were Induced to engage in it by the encouragement 


olutionary Claims. -o ; i 
“Mr. PRESTON, from the Committee on Military Affairs, re- 
ported back to. the Senate, without amendment, the bill on the 
sudject: of erecting monuments in honor of Brigadier General 
Francis Nash, and Brigadier General William. Davidson. 

‘Mi. TALLMADGE presented three memorials from; Otsego, 
and one from Tompkins counties, New York, asking Congress 
to.establish a tariff of protection to all branches of American 
industry ; which were referred to the Committee on Manufac- 
tures, 

-Mr. T. also presented a memorial from Tompkins county, 
N.Y, praying that each and every member of Congress will 
lay aside all party feeling, and act upon the principles of right 
and:wrong; that they will harmonize, and establish a judicious 
tariff, and pass the exchequer bili, in the best form in which it 
can be had under the circumstances. i 

Mr, WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, re- 
ported back, without amendment, the bill for the better organ- 
ization of the marine corps, : 


ADVERSE REPORT OF THE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 
ON THE BILL TO REFUND TO MAJOR GEN. JACK. 
SON THE. FINE OF $1,000. : 

Mc. BERRIEN, from the Committee.on the Judiciary, to 
which wag referred the bill toindemnify Major General Andrew 
Jackson for the damages sustained by him in the discharge of 
his official duty at New Orleans; and the.scveral memorials 
from the city and pouniy of Philadelphia, and two resolutions 
of.the: General Assembly of Ohio, in favor of the indemnity; 
made an advorse report on the same, which was ordered to lie 
on the table, and be printed. The commiuee report against the 
indemnity, on the assumed grounds—Ist. Because the applica- 
tion for indemnity was not made by General Jackson, or by any 
person for him, legally authorized to do so; and, 2dly. Because 
there was no evidence before the commigtee to show for what 
cause; or under what circu nstances, the fine was imposed or 
inflicted. q i 


DIFFICULTIES IN RHODE JISLAND. 

_ On motion of Mr. ALLEN, the Senate tgok up fox’ considera- 
tion the following resolution submitted by him on Monday last, 
Viz. i $ 

“Resolved, thatthe President of the Prive States be re- 
quested to communicate to the Senate all information in his pos- 
session, or which has been communicated ta him; either verbal- 
ly orin writing, whether from the Goverhorof the. State of 

hodo island, or from persons purporting toe under his ap- 
pointment, or by his authority or request, or Yder the authority 
OF request of any or either of the present authorities of that 

tate, civil or military, or purporting to act under the authority, 
or by the appointment, or at the request vf a convention of del- 
egates of the people of that State, or of a committee of any such 
convention, or purporting to act as the immediate agent or re- 
preaentative of any meeting or assemblage of citizens of that 

State, relative to proceedings which have taken place, or are in 

Contemplation in that State, with a view to the establishment of 

a constitutional republican form of government for the people 

thereof, in the place of the land company charter granted by 

King Charles Il of England, and under which that State has 
hitherto been: governed; and that he also communicate to the 

Senate, with that information, all correspondence, proclama- 

tions, orders, and proceedings of any character and description 

whatsoever, which have been taken on the part of the Executive 

Government of the United States touching that matter, 

Mr- ALLEN wished it to be distinctly understood by the Sen- 
ate, that, ia een the resolution, it was no part of his pur. 

ose.to introduce into discussion.there the questionfwhich was at 
issue, and agitating the two parties in the State of Rhode Island; 

and that if any discussion should arise, it should not be through 
his instrumentality. "This resolution was a call for informa- 
tion, predicated on un official letter from the President of the 

United States to the Governor of Rhode Island; and was made 

with a view to ascertain what was the state of facts upon 

which the President acted, and which produced that letter, 

The call did not involve the consideration of the matters of con- 
troversy in Rhode Island. If, therefore, any discussion should 
arise on those matters, it would not be through his instrumen- 
tality. He wished it to be distinctly understood before the 
country, thatthe resolution pointed to Executive action, and not 
to the merits or demerits of the controversy in that State, 

Mr. PRESTON spoke of the impolicy of any action on the 
subject by the Senate in the present juncture of affairs; and 
for the purpose of avoiding any expression or remark which 
might lead toa discussion of the merits of the controversy in 
the State of Rhode Island, he moved to lay the resolntion on the 
able. 

Mr. ALLEN solicited the Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. 
PreEsron,] to withdraw the motion; but he refused. 

Mr. A. demanded the yeas and nayson the motion; which 
were ordered. 

Mc. CALHOUN remarked that the subject was a grave one; 
and he thought it would be more discreet, before taking any ac- 
tion upon it, to waita few days, when he doubted not the whole 
of the facts would be developed. 

The question was then taken on laying the resolution on the 
table; and decided in the affirmative—yeas 24, nays 13, 

 YEAS—-Messrs. Archer, Bagby, Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Cal- 
houn, ‘Choate, Clayton, Conrad, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Evang, 
Graham, Huntington, King, Mangum, Miller, Phelps, Porter, 
Preston, Simmons, Smith of- Indiana, Sprague, and Tall- 


AYS —Mesors, Allen, Benton; Buchanan, Fulton, Hender- 


| son, Linn, McRoberts, Smithof Connecticut, Surgeon, Tappan 


OBE. 


Wilcox Wright, and Yeune—13. oon Erte 
*Phe resolution of Mr. TAPPAN,. instructing the Commiitee 
onthe Judiciary to report'a vill to indemnify General Jackson 
for the $1,000 fine, was taken up, and laid on the table—that 
committee having this day reported on the subject. : 
Mr, BERRIEN moved to postpone all previous.orders, with 
a view to take. up for consideration the bill to provide for further 
remedial justice in the courts of the United States; but after.a 
few remarks by Messrs. KING, WRIGHT, BERRIEN, and. 
BUCHANAN, on the propriety of going on with the calendar,. 
in-order, thé bill was made~the order of the day-for Monday 


ext, a $ E s 
: Mr. MANGUM remarked that there was a great deal of exe- 
cutive business to be disposed of, ard he believed that a more 
favorable opportunity-would. not be afforded than to-day, for ten 
days to come, to dispose of it; and therefore moved to go into 
executive session then. The motion was agreed to; and the 
Senate, after spending some time therein, i F 
Adjourned till Monday next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
: FRIDAY, April 22, 1842, 

The journal of yesterday having been read— i 

Mr. BOTTS said that he rose to a question of order in 
relation to the journal. He saw it stated on the journal that 
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Gooner) presented certain reso- 
lutions from a portion of the people of the State of Ohio, in re- 
lation to the resclution of censure heretofore passed by this 
House on Mr. Grppincs. No such resolutions had been pre- 
sented, and he (Mr B.) fer that reason objected to the entrance 
of such anotice on the journal.. The gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. Goopr) had yesterday laid these resolutions on the table; 
they were not presented to the House. 

The SPEAKER. The journal in express terms states, not 
that they were presented, but that they were laid on the table, 
under the order of the House of the 29th ult. 

Mr. BOTTS. Dyes not that order apply to petitions? 

The SPEAKER. It embraces also resolutions of State Legis- 
latures and resolutions of primary meetings. 

Mr. BOTTS. And can resolutions whsch.contain a censure 
on. the House, which are disrespectful to the House, he thus 
laid on the table, and by that means be entered on the journal 
without the knowledge of a single member? 


Mr. GOODE, of Ohio, said he asked leave to state the man- 
nerin which ke laid these resolutions on the table. He under- 
stood that it was not only a privilege, but an order of the House, 
that all such matters should be introduced in this way. He had 
not desired to take any improper step or to avoid observation. 
Resolutions of meetings held among the people had always 
been regarded as in the nature of petitions. They were in order 
on petition day; they were received at the same timeas pe- 
titions; they came in under the same order. He had presented 
this paper asa petition. They were not resolutions pertaining 
to the action of the House; he had asked no action upon them. 
He had laid them upon the table, and, in so doing, had acted. in 
every respect, in his opinion, in pursuance of the order of the 
Jouse. This was his own view, and, he repeated, he conceived 
that he had presented the resolutions strictly in order. 


Mr. BOTTS said he had no desire to raise a discussion upon 
them. He simply stated the fact that these resolutions were 
entered on the journalas having been received; whereas they 
never had been received, ‘They contained a direct vote of cen- 
sure on the House; and it was for the Housetosay whether they 
had been received or not. 

Mr. B. thereupon moved that the following portion of the 
journal be stricken out: 

“Under the order of the House of the 29th ulimo, Mr PATRICK 
G. Goong laid on the Clerk’s table resolutions adopted ata meet. 
ing of citizens of the county of Ashtabula, in the State of Ohio, 
on the lith of Aprilinstan:, approving the conduct of Joshua R. 
Giddings, late'a member or ihe House from the State of Ohio, 
in introducing certain resolutions into the House on the 2tst of 
March Jast; also strongly disapproving the course pursued by 
the House on the 22d of the same month towards Mr. Giddings 
in consequence of the mtroduction of hissaid resolutions; which 
resolutions were laid on the table.” 

Mr. JAMES, What are the resolutions? 

Mr. GOODE., I will state. 

{Cries of “Read the resolutions;” “Let us hear them.”} 

Mr. PENDLETON was understood to remark, (though 
very imperfectly heard by the Reporter,) that he also had re- 
ceived the proceedings of a public meeting, held in the city of 
Cincinnati, on the subject òf the action of the ffouse in relation 
to Mr. Giddings; and, that there might be no mistake, he would 
state to the House— : 

hae ANDREWS of Kentucky objected, and rose to a point 
of order. . 

Mr. PENDLETON said he would not move a suspension of 
the rules; but, inorder that the House might act on the subject 
with a distinct understanding of what the resolutions contained, 
he would state that they were an expression ofan Opinion on the 
part of the meeting, that the proceedings of this House in the 
case of Mr. Giddings were (Mr. P. was understood to say) un- 
warrantable, Ie had been requested to present the resolutions, 
which he now did. 4 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky rose and objected. 

Mr. EVERETT moved thatthe motion to amend the journal 
be laid on the table. 5 
i Mr MATHIOT asked the yeas and nays; which were or- 
dered. 

Mr. BRIGGS and oiher members called 
the proceedings or resolutions presented by 

And they were read as follows: 

At a meeting of the citizens of the county of Ashtabula, con- 
vened irrespective of party, at Jefferson, on the Ith day of 
April, A. D. 1842, for the purpose of taking into consideration 
the conduct of the Hon. J. R. Giddings in Presenting certain 
resolutions to the House of Representatives of the United 
States on the 2ist day of March, A. D. 1842, in relation to the 
brig Creole, and the vote of censure passed on bim by that body, 
under the operation of the previous question— ; 

The convention was called to order by Robert Lyon, esq. 
Whereapon E. B. Woodbury, esq. was chosen president, and 
Col. G. W. St. John, Robert Lyon, and James Ray, esquires, 
were chosen vice-presidents; and T. IE, €. Kingsbury and 
Henry Fassett, secretaries. x 

The object of the convention being stated by the Chair— 

On motion of the Hon. J. M, Bloss, a committee of fiye was 


for thé reading of 
Mr. Goovr ; 


appointed by the Cha 


ir to dran, 
sense of the convention, Viz: _ $ 

“Benson Owen, Wm: J. Tait, Samuel, Hendry, Erastus De- 
van, and Asaph Turner, esquires. 

On motion, the Hon. J; M, Bloss, Col. David Preston, and 
Col. E. Chapman, were appointed a committee to wait on the - 
Hon. J; R. Giddings, and invite him to address the conven- 
tion. ` 
_ On motion, adjourned till 1 o’clock, p. m. 

K AFTERNOON SESSION. 


Met pursuant to.adjournment. The committee appointed to 
waiton the Hon. J. R., Giddings reported that they had: per- 


ght resolutions expressive of the 


- formed the requirements of the convention, and that the Hon. 


J. R. Giddings was now present. 

Mr. Giddings took the stand and addressed the convention in 
a speech of one hourand abalf. . . 

On which Benson Owen, esq., chairman ofthe committee of 
resolutions, (introducing them with āppropriate remarks, 
seiting forth the views the committee had entertained on the 
subject now hefore them,) presented the following resolutions, 
vig: 

_ Resolved, That our fathers, at the expense of much blood 
and treasure, established a representative form of government, 
in which the voice of the people was recognised as ‘the control- 
ling power, 7 

esolved, That the right of representation, having been pur- 
chased by the best blood ofour fathers, can oily be surrendered 
with the hest blood of their offspring. 

Resolved, That, to the maintenance of our Government in its 
representative form, “we solemnly piedge our lives, our for- 
tunes, and our sacred honor.” 

Resolved, That every attempt to abridge the right of the 
people to be heard through their Representatives in our halls 
of legislation is anti-republican. incompatible with our institu. 
tions, subversive of American liberty, and revolutionary in its 
tendency. i 

Resolved, That the vote of censure passed upon the Hon. J. 
R- Giddings in the House of Representatives on the 22d day of 
March, 1842, wasa flagrant violation of our rights and the rights 
of our State, and subversive of the most imuortant feature in 
our Government, and should be regarded as the commencement 
of an important revolution. 

Resolved, That while those concerned in the slave-trade upon 
the high seas demand of the Federal Government protection in 
that traffic, the subject is a legitimate matter of discussion both 
in Congress and among the people. ` 

Resoived, That we call upon all friends of a representative 
Government in this and other States of this Union to express 
their views upon the Jate high-handed measure, by which the 
rights of the people of this district have been so grossly violated. 

Resolved, That in a particular manner we. call upon the 
people of the Richmond district, in Virginia, to say whether 
they desire to deny to us the right of expressing, through our 
Representative, our views as to our obligations to maintain the 
slave-trade, while they demand of us, through the Federal 
Goveroment, to support such commerce, even at the expènse 
of war. 

Resolved, That the real issue bafore the people is, Shall they 
be permitted to express their views upon questions of national 
policy, including those of peace and war? 

Resolved, That, as brethren of the same republican family, 
we call upon those who voted to censure our Representative to 
declare whether they desire us to maintain the slave-trade upon 
the high seas with our weaith and our lives, and at the same 
time to deny to us the expression, through our Representative 
of our sentiments? , 

Resolved, That the question now proposed to the people of 
this nation is one which should be considered as paramount to 
all party considerations, involving the most vital principles of 
our Government, and imperiously demanding the united efforts 
of all patriots in support of the people’s rights, 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this convention be signed 
by the president, vice presidents, and secretaries, and forward- 
eu to the Hon. P. G. Goode, member ef the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States, with a request that he lay the 
same before that body. g 

_ Resolved, That the editors of the papersin this district, in the 
city of Washington, and in Richmond, Virginia, and the editor 
of the Cleveland Herald, be requested to publish the foregoing 
resolutions, and the proceedings of this convention. > 

The resolutions were fully and ably supported in an eloquent 
address by the Hon. B, F. Wade, and were passed by a unani. 
mous vote. k 

The following resolutions were offered by E. B. W. 
esq., President of the Convention, prefaced ty an PAEAN 
forcible speech of some length. in their support, in which he 
insisted on the fact, that the act for which our Representative 
was censured was that for which, above all others, he should 
not be censured, being in itself not only right, but rightly timed: 
that the whole country, without reference to party or focation; 
should sland 3y him, znd sutain him in, that act, viz; poe 

esolved, That we highly approve the resoluti 
by the Hon. J. R. Giddings in the House of Reena ered 
the Bhited States on the 21st ultimo, the presentation of which 
by him, formed the ground of the extraordinary proceeding 
in har body; and that we are ready now and forever to defend 
m. 

Resolved, That the Hon J. R. Giddings be requested to con- 
sider himself a candidate for re-election, without the formal ity 
of a nomination by convention. 

The Hon. B F. Wade offered the following resolution as an 
amendment to the former; which was accepted by the mover, 

Resolved, That the Hon. J. R. Giddings, on his ret 
Congress, be, and he is hereby, instructed, at the first OMNE 
that it shajl be in order, to introduce the identical resolutions 
over again which he before offered, and insist that the House 
sak tier act apon them by a direct vote. z 

ich resolutions and amendment were carri 
tion—no voice dissenting. ee ene 
The convention adjourned sine die. 
E. B. WOODBURY, Preside: 
G.W. Sr. Jonn, ) » President, 
Rogert Lyon, b Vice Presidents, 
; James Ray, : 

T. H. C. Kinesevry, 

IIENRY Fassert, 


The reading having been congl uded, 


Mr, BOTTS rose, and remarked th seni oe 
on this subject, athe had very little tosay 


? Secretaries, 


4 


_CONGRESBIONAL GLOBE, 


| The SPEAKER: There is a motion to la 

ing, and that motion. is not debatable. £ 

_Mr. BRIGGS called for the reading of the resolution ór order 

of the House. under which the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
GoopE} had presented the resolutions. vo 

The SPEAKER stated that there was no written resolution. 
And the Speaker explained the character of the motion hereto 
fore submited by. Mr. Apams, in relation to the presentation of 
petitions. ; i 

Mr. BOTTS. Does ‘the Speaker say that these resolutions 
are'in the nature of a petition, and that the right existed to have 
them entered on the journal? 

The SPEAKER said that, under the uniform practice of the 

. House, resolutions of Legislatures and of primary meetings 
had been presented on petition day. $ 

Mr. BOTTS. And under that decision, the most inflamma- 

` tory resolutions that. could be drawn up could be laid on the 
table and entered on the journal. 

The SPEAKER called the attention. of Mr. Borts to the fact 
thar thé order of the House vested in the Speaker the authority 
to decide upon avy paper that might be indecorous or conflict 
with the rule of the House. The Chair, under that authority, 

_ had examined the resolutions, and had seen nothing in them in 
violation of the rule, and nothing that he supposed. forbade 
their- being laid on the table, 


y on the table pend 


A very Jong and desultory conversation followed, involving ` 


the authority of the Speaker to decide on the reception of reso- 
lutions under this order, and in which Messrs. ANDREWS of 
Kentucky, BOTTS, McKAY, BRIGGS, ARNOLD, AARON 
V. BROWN, SMITH of Virginia, JAMES, and the SPRAKER, 
participated. : 

When the following entry was read from the journal of the 
29ih ultimo: 
`i On mation of Mr. Jonn Quincy Apams, it was ordered that 
members having: petitions and memorials to present, be per- 
miited to hand them to the Clerk,. endorsing the same with their 
names, and the reference or disposition to be made thereof; and 
that such petitions and memorials be entered on the journal, 
subjectto the control ard direction of the Speaker; and if any 
petition or memorial be so handed in, which, in the judgment 
of the Speaker, is excluded by the rules, that the same be re- 
turned to the member from whom it was received.” 

The question, on the motion of Mr. EVERETT, to Jay on the 
table the motion to strike out the said portion ofthe journal, was 
then taken, and decided in the negative, as follows: 

* YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Sherlock J. Andrews, Bab- 
cock, Baker, Barnard, Beeson, Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, 
Briggs, Bronson, Calhoun, John ©. Clark, Cowen, Cranston, 
Cravens, Garrett Davis, R.. D. Davis, John Edwards, Egbert, 
Everett, Fillmore, John G. Floyd, A. Lawrence Foster, Gates, 
Gentry, Patrick O. Goude, Gordon, Granger, Hail, Halsted, 
William S. Hastings, Houck, Howard, Hudson, Joseph R. Jn- 
fersoll, James Irvin, W. W. Irwin, James, Lane, Linn, Alfred 
arshall, Thomas. F. Marshall, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mat- 
tocks, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Osborne, Pendleton, Ram- 
sey, Randolph, Ridgway, Rodney, William Russell, James 
M. Russell, Saltonstall, Sanford, Truman Smith, Stokely, A. 
H. H. Stuart, J. T. Stuart, Tilliaghast, Toland, Trombull, 
Underwood, Van Rensselaer, Joseph L. White, T. W. Wil- 
liams, Winthrop, Augustus Young, and John Young—74, 

NAYS—Messrs. Landaff W. Andrews, Arnold, Atherton, 
Barton, Botts, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Milton 
Brown, Samson H. Butler, William ©. Butler, Green W. 
Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, John Campbell, William 8. 
Campbell, T. J. Campbell, Caruthers, Cary, Casey, Chapman, 
Clifford, Clinton, Colquitt, M. A. Cooper, Cross, Daniel, Daw- 
-son, Dean, Deberry, Doan, Eastman, John C, Edwards, Charles 
A. Floyd, Gamble, Gerry, Goggin, William O Goode, Gra- 
ham, Green, Gustine, Habersham, Hays, Hopkins, Houston, 
Hubard, Hunter, Charles J Ingersoll, Jack, Cave Johnson, 
Lewis, Abraham McClellan, Robert McClellan, McKay, Mar- 
chand, J. T. Mason, Mathews, Medill, Miller, Moore, Newhard, 
Owsley, Payne, Pearce, Powell, Rayner, Reding, Rencher, 
Reynolds, Riggs, Rogers, Saunders, Shepperd, Shiel’s, Wil- 
liam Smith, Snyder, Stanly, Steenrod, Summers, Swercy, Talia- 
ferro, J. B. Thompson, R. W. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, 
Triplett, Turney, Van Buren, Warren, Watterson, Welier, 
Westbrook, Edward D. White, and Christopher H. Williams, 
—93. 

So the motion was not taid on the table. 

And the question recurring on the motion to strike out— 

Mr. BRIGGS was understood to inquire of the Speaker 
whether the facis were entered on the journal as they had oc- 
curred? 

The SPEAKER said, yes. 

In reply toan inquiry from Mr. CARUTHERS— 

The SPEAKER said that, if the motion to strike out prevail- 
ed, the resolutions wouid go back again to the gentleman who 
offered them. i 

Mr. BRIGGS. Then a votetoamend the journalin the way 
proposed, would be, in substance, a vote not to receive the pro- 
ceedings. 7 

The SPEAKER said it would be so. 

Mr. BRIGGS and Mr. JAMES severally asked the yeas and 
nays on the motion of Mr. Borrs ; which were ordered. 

Mr. BOTT said he was no more interested than any other 
member in preserving the dignity and character of this body. 
It did appear to him that they had permitted these things io go 
too far. 

The SPEAKER interposed, and requested the gentleman 
from Virginia [Mr. Borrs] to confine his remarks to the ques- 
tion before the House, on the motion to correct the journal. 

Mr. BOTTS was speaking, he said, of the dignity and char- 
acter of the House, and of its suffering itself to be defamed, 
and one part to be characterized as overseers, and the other as 
slavés, 

Mr. EVERETT rose to a question of order. 

Mr. BOTTS said if it was not in order to trace these proceed. 
ings, and show in what manner this House had suffered its dig- 
nity and courtesy to be abused 

Mr. EVERETT renewed his point oforder. The gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. Borrs] was proceeding to discuss the mer- 
its of the question. 

Mr. BOTTS. Lain not. 7 

The SPEAKER. ‘The gentleman from Vermont [Mr. Ev- 
ERETT} wi'l state his point of order. i 

Mr. EVERETT said it was notin order to discuss the merits 
of the resolutions. The only question was, whether the facts 
had transpired as the journal stated. i 

Mr. BOT I S said that the facts had not transpired as entered 
onthe journal, By the journal, it appeared that these resolu- 
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tions ‘had been received by the House, and ordered to be en- 
tered ou the journal. It was a violation of the rule adopted on 
motion of the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Abams.]} 
Thatrule was confined expressly to petitions. The Speaker 
had, in his judgment, no right to decide whether these resolu- 
tionsshould be received. If these resolutions were received, 
which involved.a censure of this House, and defamed the cha- 
racter of the House; there was no species of resolutions, how- 
ever inflammatory in their character, that could not be entered 
01 the journat. se Pek eg get Ae 

Did the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Goong] rise in-his place, 
Openly and aboveboatd, and ask that these resolutions might be 
entered on the journal? No. He walked up to the Clerk’s ta- 
ble, without the knowledge of a single member of this body. 

Mr. B. was proceeding to show that it was due to the dignity 
of the body that they should not permit themselves to be thus 
censured—that.they should receive no resolution, coming from 
any quarter, which involved a censure of the proceedings of 
this House, or defamatory to the character of the House; and 
he was about to show that this was not the only instance of it, If 


it was not due tothe Northern men that they should protect: 


their own dignity and character, he held it due to the members 
from the South; and he was about to move {pointing to a gen- 
tteman who holds a seat-at one of the desks allotted to reporters, 
on the left of the Speaker’s chair} for the expulsion of that 
man, who held a seat by.courtesy in this House, and employed 
himself in defaming it,and characterizing one portion of the 
House as dough-faces and slaves: he alluded to the editor of the 
Emancipatorand Free American—a paper which he received 
regularly, he knew not how, If this House chose to receive 
such a resolution as that, presented in such a form, and to 
spreadit on the journal, it was not for him to censure the 
House forit. But he hoped there would be found members 
enough to understand what was due to theirgharacter, to strike 
thess resolutions from the journal, and then to expel those men 
who came here, not for reporting its proceedings, but for the 
purpose of defaming its members. è 

Mr. GOODE, of Ohio, saic he did not come here to control 
this House, or to detract from its dignity; and he trusted that, 
while he had been one of its members, if he had not added to 
its dignity, he had not been the means of detracting from it. Ife 
came, as an unassuming member of this House attempting te 
walk in that track which becamehim in the discharge of his 
duties, We would add one remark—that, in pursuing the course 
he had pursued, so far fiom deviating from the order of the 
House, he had pursued the only course in order. Gentlemen 
had intimated bere--he did not know ag in reference to him, 
(Mr. G)—that the resolution had been placed on the table by 
fraud. How by fraud? Since the adoption of the resojution 
of ihe gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. ADAMS] on the 23th 
ult, it had not been in ord: r to present petitions, or any paper 
coming within the description of petitions, in any other way. Re 
had presented the resolutions under the rule adopted by the 
House, not for the purpose of avoiding the knowledge of any 
member of this House; nor was it without the knowledge of 
members, at the ume he presented them, of what the resolutions 
were. And he would remark that the gentleman from Virginia 
{Me. Borrs] certainly knew of the resolutions when they were 
presented, or in a few minutes afterwards; for the gentleman 
came to him, perhaps in five orten minutes after they were 
laid on the table, avd made inquiry respecting them. 

Mr. BOTTS said he did not know of the presentation of the 
resolutions until after they were laid on the Clerk’s table. We 
did not think they hat got there precisely as they ought; and he 
took them to the gentleman from Ohio, {Mr. Goope.] and in- 
quired what disposition he intended to make of them—whe- 
ther he intended to follow them up by any substantive propo- 
sition; and the gentleman told him he did not. 

Mr. GOODE said the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Ports} 
had misunderstood him, in supposing that he had eaid he did 
not intend to pursue the subject further. His object was to pre- 
sent the resolutions. He had placed them on the table, where 
they would have all the privileges of resolutions presented by 
any member of this House. ‘The resolutions had got upon the 
table fairly, under the rule of the House, and in the only manner 
in which it could be done. He utterly repelled any thing 
like a charge imputing to him any intention of putting these 
resolutions ca the table àn asurrepuiious manner. ‘The mem- 
ber from Ohio did not intend tado so. Because he held his 
seat in an unobtrusive manner, he did not wish gentlemen to 
suppose it was because he did not mean to assert his rights and 
privileges. He wished toinjure the feelings. of no man, but 
there were principles and sentiments dear to the Ifouse which 
never could be- 

The SPEAKER here interposed. 

Mr. GOODE said he wished only to finish the sentence. He 
was going to say that there were principles and sentiments 
that never could be trampled on without a proper reply and re- 

ulsion. 

p Mr. ARNOLD said he thought this debate strictly unneces- 
sary. This attempt of gentlemen to make capital out of the 
proceedings of this House in the case of Joshua R. Giddings, in 
his opinion was a despicable affair, to say the least of it. Ir 
showed that gentlemen were hard run to produce materials of 
excitement. Mr. Jushua R Giddings expressed his opinions, 
and the House expressed theirs. And therefore Mr. Giddings 
flew allinto a flutter and went home. Had they not a right to 
express their opinion as well as Mr. Gid ‘ings?’ The attempt 
was made to make Mr. Giddings a mariyr. It was one of the 
most barefaced attempts to defraud the people that he had seen 
in the whole country. He moved the previous question. 

The SPEAKER here stated what the effect of the decision of 
the House would be. Uader the 20th rule, which provided that 
the Speaker should “call for petitions from the members of each 
State,” &c., although the single word “petitions” was used, yet 
the uniform practice of the House had been to receive not only 


petitions, but resolations of Legislatures, and resolutions of 


primary assemblies of the people; and under the general au- 
thority given to the Speaker under the order adopted on the 
motion of the gentleman from Massachusetts, Alr. ApamMs,) 
the Speaker had been governed by what had been the practice 
of the House hitherto. and had acted on resolutions of Legisla- 
tures and of primary assemblages of the people as wellas on 
petitions. This the Speaker had thought he was bound to do. 

If the House should now decide that such power wes not 
given to the Speaker, by striking out this portion of the jour- 
nal, the Speaker would hereafter take no notice of resolutions 
presented, but would confine himeelf strictly to petitions. — 

Mr. GOODE, of Ohio, said that he would take the motion to 
srike out, if that should prevail, as a decisive negative, and 
would not offer the resolutions again for the present. 
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After some further conversation— 
„The question on the’ motién. to str ; anâjdex 
cided in the afirmative, astollows: ssrA 

YEAS—Messts. Landaf W. Andrews, “Arnold, | Arringto 
Atherton, Barton, Beeson, Bors, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster: 
V.. Brown, Milton Brown, Charles Brown, Sampson] 
ler, William Butler, Groen W. Caldwell, Patrick ©. 
John Campbell, Witham B.C: 
zaruthers, Cary, Casey, Chap 
Mark a, Cooper. Cross. 
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APPORTIONMENT BILL. 


Mr. EVERETT rose, and said that as this day was set aside 
for private buainess, he would not propose to go into commit- 
{ee on the apportionment biH; but he desired to give netice of 
an amendment which he would offer hereafter, 

The amendment was read for information, and was ordered 
tobe printed. Ttisin the foliowing words: 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That cach State shall be - 
entivled to au additional Representative fur the number of Con- 
greases of this decennary, in the proportion that its fraction of 
the ratio established in the preceding section of this. act bears 
to the number of Congresses in said decennary ; that is.to:say, 
the following States shall be entitled to an additional, Represent» 
ative, as follows: The State of in the - Con- 
gresses ; the State of in the ———- Congresses, &¢., &c. 

Some conversation took place between Mr. PENDLETON 
and the SPEAKER in relation to the resolutions which Mr. P. 
(as before stated) had offered to present. 

_ The SPEAKER said that, under the decision of the House 
just made, a:l resolutions of mectings, &¢. would have to be 
presented in open House on the day regularly set apart by the 
rule—i, e, on every other Monday. 

PRIVATE BUSINESS, T 

On mation of Mr. COWEN, the House resolved itself into 
Committee of the Whole, (Mr: Mroiur, of Ohio, in the chair,) 
for the purpose of considering private business, [under the re- 
striction imposed by the following rule: On the first and 
fourth Friday of each month the calendar of private bills shall 
be called over, and the bills to the passage of which no objec: 
ell ihen be made shall be first considered end disposed 
of. k 4 $ 

The Lil forthe relief of John Barnés was read by the Clerk 
and aftera brief conversation by Messrs. BIDLACK, CAVE 
JORNSON, and COWEN, nv objection being made to its pas- 
gage, it was laid aside to be reported to the House. 

On the bill for the relief of Nimrod Farrow and Rickard 
Farris, a desultory conversation arose, in which Messrs. UN- 
DEKWOOD, COWEN, BOUTS, CUSHING, and TURNEY 
participated, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD moved an amendment to the bill: but, 
objection being made, he waived the motion, with a view of mas 
king it in the House. 

And the bill was laid aside, to be reported to the House. 

The following House bills were read by the Clerk; and no ob- 
jection being made to their passage, were laid aside, to be re- 
ported to the House, viz: 

A bill for the relief Of Amaziah Goodwin, 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin F, Word. 

Š A pin for the relief of the legal representatives of William T. 
mith. 

z A bill for the relief of the legal representatives of John 
ratte. : 
A bili for the relief of Jabez L, and Asa White, of the State 

of Connecticut. i 

A bill for the relief of George Mayficld. . 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and representatives of Thoma 
Atkinson, deceased. . 

A bill for the reliefof Henry J. Defrees and Stephen Jenny. 

A bill for the relief ef David Allspach. 

A bill for the relief of Dennis Dygort. 

A bill for the relef of Jacob Jackson. 

A bill for the relief of Jehosaphat Briggs. 

A bill for the relief of Edwin H. Childers, administrator of 
John P. Hickman. 

A biil for the relicf of Charles H, Atherten. i 

A bill forthe relief of Devid M. Hughes, Charles Shipman, 
and John Henderson. 

A bill for the reliefofJobn King. 

A bill for the relief cf John Randall and Charles Vork. 

A bill for the relief of James Morrow and Jonathan Tipton. 

A bill for the relief of Hugh Stewart. 

The following Sonate bills were in like manner laidaside, to 
be reported to the House, viz.: 

An act for the reliefof George de Passau, of Lonisi 

An act for the reliefof the Plumb Isiand Bridge and 
Company. 3 

Anat for the relief of Caleb Eddy. 

Anact for the relief of Clark Woadroof. 

Anact for the relief of James Kiser and Rarmott Poley. of 
Missouri, 
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Abili for (he relief of Eugene Dorel was read. - PEAR 

o Mfr. WISE inquired what was the rule-under which the tom- 
ittee were acting? -` r er 

rh TAIRMAN referred to and read the rule, (as above 

given.) < g 


Mr. WISE objected to. the rule, and should ebject to all the - 


bilis. hereaiter to be read, T'he effect of the rule was to kill 
all bills to-which any one’ member might abject. 
tial legislation. . "Ile. objected to this bill. ; 
“ ‘After a brief conversation by Mesers: JAMES, COWEN, 
“PROFEIT, and BOWNE— "oe Sea 
The CLëRrk proceeded with the reading of several bills; to 
which, individually, Mr. WISE, objected: ge 
-Mre MOORE o1, Louisiana, remarking that it was useless to 
goon in this manfer, moved that the committee rise. 5 
Which motion prevailing, the commiitee:rose, and reported 
its action on the above bills ty the House.” > 
Mr. D. H. LEWIS; in accordance with ‘notice. previously 
given, moved to reconsider. the, vote ‘by which the bill for the 
relief of the heirs of Richard Shubrick was rejected, and said if 
this motion prevailed he would offer a resolution in reference 
to the bill, which he was told would suit all parties. 
The resol ution was read for information, and 13.43 fellows: 
Resolved, That the bill forthe relief of the heirs of Richard 
Shubrick be referred to the Committee on the: Judiciary, and 
the committee be insiructed.to report to this House whether, 
inalegal point of view, if there were. no statutes of limitation 
in the. way, the ‘widows and orphans of officers of the conti- 
nental line of the Revolutionary army who were killed or died 
inservice prior to the 15th of May, 1778, the day the act grant- 
ing seven years’ hall-pay to officers who should serve to the end 
of the war was passed, are not entitled to the seven years’ half- 
pay granted by the act of the 24th of August, 1780, to ihe wid- 
ows and orphaus of all officers who have died or should die 
1n service. 7 k 
The motion to reconsider was agreed to, 
And the resolution was adopted. 


On motion of Mr. MASON of Ohio, it was ordered that the 
use of this Hall- be granted to the Colonization Society for the 
eyening of the 4th May, proximo. A 

Some conversation arose ona résolution offered by Mr. J. C. 
CLARK relative tothe mannerin which this Fouse should to- 
murrow proceed to visit the steamships Mississippi and Mis- 
pouri; which resulted in a motion by f 

Mr. EVERETT, that when the House adjourn, it adjourn to 
meeton Monday; which motion was agreed to, 

On the suggestion of Mr. FILLMORE, and by general con- 
sent, the Speaker laid befote the House the following Execu- 
tive communication: ; 

A letter from the Secretary of War, communicating, in an- 
swer toa resolution of the House of Representatives of the 6th 
instant, calling for all the correspondence between the Governor 
of Georgia and the Department of War, since the 4th March, 
1841, in relation to the Indian depredations in Georgia, &c., all 
the corresponitence in the department on that subject, 

„Mr: WARREN, on leave givon, offered the lollowing resolu- 
tiom which was adopted : 


Resolved, That the communication from the War Depart: 
ment, and the fetter of the Governor of Georgia, [herewith pre- 
sented, dated on the 10th March, 1942,] asking the delegation 
from Georgia to have an appropriation made for the support of 
a militia force on the Florida frontier, in Georgia, be referred to 
the Committeo on Military Affairs, with instructions to report 
upon the propriety of making the appropriation asked for by 
the Governor of Georgia; and that said papers be printed, 


Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, on leave given, offered the following 
resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to send to 
this House the names of the American citizens lately murdered 
by the Indians onthe “ Neutral Ground” in the Terriory of 
Jowa; the names, also, of the tribe or tribes of Indians who 
committed these murders, and whether any steps have been 
taken by the United States Government to punish the perpetra- 
tors of this outrage; and, also, whether the United States troops 
stationed at Port Atkingon have been removed, and what mili- 
wy protection, if any, is afforded to the western frontiers of 
owa. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, on leave given, offered the follow- 
ìng resolution, which was adopted : 

Aesolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bili requiring all 
officera of the United States, who may be at any time sued by 
individuals for acts done in the line of their duty, to make re- 
port to the attorney of the district in which the ‘suit may have 
been brought, and to the Attorney General of the United States. 
of the existence and pendency of such suit; and that, without 
such notice, the officer so sued, and against whom a verdict 
may be rendered, shali have no claim for reimbursement of the 
amount thereof from the United States, 

On motion of Mr. THOMPSON of Indiana, certair papers 
on file in relation to a case (name not heard) were withdrawn. 

And then, on motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the House ad- 
journed. 


Among the petitions laid on the Clerk’s table to-day, under 
the order of the Ifouse of the 29th of March, the following have 
been brought to the special notice of the Reporter: 

By Mr. YORKE: The petition of Datymore Harris and 
others, citizens of Salem county, New Jersey, praying a duty 
on unitrossed furs, 

_, By Mr, FOSTER, of New York: The proceedings ofa meet- 
ing of citizens of Hamilton, Madison county, N. Y., in relation 
to prisoners at Van Dieman’'s Land. 

By Mr. POWELL: The memorial of Alexander Hunter and 
others, praying an alteration of the laws of the District of Col- 
umbia in relation to the limitation of real actions, and as to 
trespasses in certain caves, 

Also, the petition af Bionaugh & Fleming, for relief in rela- 
tion to a mail contract. 

By Mr. JAMES: an anti-slavery petition, signed by Wn. H. 
Steele and 56 others, inhabitants of Pennsylvania. 

By. Mc. WILLIAMS, of Connecticut: Memorial of 33 citi- 
zens of New. London, Connecticut, praying Congress at the 
earliest day practicable to revise the tariff, with a primary view 
tothe protection of onrown products against the ruinous effects 
of foreign competition. 

By Mr. BLAIR: Memorial of 259 legal voters of the town of 

lem, county of Washington, State of New York, praying 
Pongress to. pass such revenue and tariff laws as will furnish 


y 


lt was par- ~ 


adéquate means to carry. onthe Government and afford protec- 
tion to American labor and capital. 2 eal 
By. Mr. BOWNE: The proceédings of a public meeting of 
citizens of Cazenovia, Madison county, N. Y., in relation to the 
American prisoners at Van Diemef’s Land. __ . 
Also, two. petitions of 180. citizens of Manlius, Onondaga 
county, New York, on the same subject. 


Alsu, the petition of 201 citizens of Hamilton, Madison coun- 
ty, N. Y., onthe samesubject. = = > n. R 
Tiso, thé petition of 104 citizens of Earlville, Madison coun- 
ty, N. Y; on the same subject.. 

“Also, the:petition of 32:citizens of Otsego county, N, Y., pray- 


Ing a revision and increase of the tariff. 


IN SENATE, 
© a, Monpay, April 25, 1842. 

Mr. BATES presented a memorial from the town of Lowell, 
Massachusetts, from a convention of manufacturers, represent- 
ing that the articles manufactured at that place exceed, in val- 
ue, $7,000,000. They.denourice the compromise act as destruct 
ive to their interests, and urge upon Congress the necessity and 
expediency of giving protection, in the adjustment of the tariff, to 
the dcmestic industry of the country. : 3 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented seven memorials from Schuyl- 
kill county, Pennsylvania, from dealers in coal, asking that, tor 
the purpose of protection, a duty of ten cents per bushel may 
be imposed on foreign coal. Ajso,a memorial from a great 
number of citizens of Pennsylvania, friendly to the iron inter- 
ests, asking the restoration of the tarifl'duty of 1839 on importa- 
tions of foreign iron, to afford them ample protection. Also, a 
memorial from traders of Philadelphia, in which the memorial- 
ists represent that they are sensibly impressed that nothing wili 
more effectually tend to regulate the currency, and restore the 
country to prospexity, than an increase of the duties oa foreign 
imports., Also, a memorial from a number of practical tailors, 
representing that since the diminution of the duties on foreign 
ready-made clothing by the present tariff, the importations of 
such articles haye increased to such a degree as almost to pro- 
duce the desiruction of their branch of business. They ask 
an increase of the tariff for protection: which memorials were 
severally referred to tie Committee on Manufactures. , 

Mr. STURGEON presented a memorial from Philadelphia 
county, Pennsylvania, in favor of a protective tariff: referred 
tothe Committee on Manufactures. 

Mr. MERRICK presented a memorial from Alleghany coun- 
ty, Maryland, relating tothe deplorable condition ofthe national 
treasury, and asking, for the purpose of restoring it, that such 
a tariff will be established ag will give adequate revenue, and 
at the same time protection to such articles as can be produced 
by American industry: referred to the Committee on Manu- 
factures. 


Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, presented a communication ad* 
dressed to him by Messrs, Skinner, Motter, and Campbell, of 
Wheeling, Virginia, manufacturers of crown window glassi 
stating the fact that nine different companies, at different pe- 
riods, had undertaken the manufacture of crown window giass 
in the United States, and for want of protection they had sunk, 
one by one, under foreign competition, until, as the writers of 
the'letter had recently learned, their establishment at Wheel- 
Ing was the only one of the kind left. Mr.S. said the com- 
munication contained some very valuable suggestions on the 
subject; and, on his motion, it was referred to the Committee on 
Manufactnres. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from Northampton 
county, Pennsylvania, urging upon Congress prompt, speedy, 
and decided action on the tariff} asking that effective measures 
may be adopted speedily for the defence of the country, and for 
the wholesome aperations of the Treasury; also asking the 
adoption of measures to prevent the carriage céastwise, by the 
British steam vessels, of letters and passengers. ‘Thesubjects of 
the memorial were respectively referred to the Committees on 
Manufactures, Military Affairs, and the Post Office and Post 

oads, 

Also, presented a memorial from citizens of Philade!phia, for 
a protective tariif, as the only means of restoring the currency 
al the country; which was referred to the Committee on Manu- 
‘actures. 

Mr. LINN presented a petition from forty-eight citizens of 
the State of Missouri, praying for the settlement of the Oregon 
Territory by emigrants from the United S:ates, for the follow- 
ing reasons : lst, Because, if not occupied by citizens of the 
United States, they apprehend danger of Great Britain wresting 
it from the United States, 2d. They consider the ownership 
and inhabitation of that country by the United States te be of 
the highest_importance to American commerce, and especially 
thaton the Pacific ocean. 3d. Because it will furnish a new 
home and a new field for the enterprising pioneer, 4th. It will 
bot only add to the strength and glory of the American people, 
nut will cause an immense increase of human happiness, by 
furnishing an abode for millions of intelligent and happy ciii- 
zens. 5th. Many of them desire to. remove there with their 
families, provided the Government will extend towards them a 
parental hand; and to ensure the settlement thereof, pray for 
the passage of a law containing the following ‘stipulations on 
the part of the Government to the settler : 1st. That a military 
post be placed in the Territory, adequate to defend the settlers 
from the British. 2d. That the Government give to each set- 
tler, being the head of a family, who shall actually reside on the 
land donated one year, and in the Territory five consecutive 
years next succeeding such settlement, six hundred and forty 
acres or land. The memorial was ordered to lie on the table, 

Mr, BERRIEN presented a memorial trom the Chamber of 
Commerce of Savannah, Georgia, complaining of the irregu- 
larity of the mail, and asking that some mode may be adopted 
by which the expenses of all matter carried in the mail may be 
equalize:j, and thereby reduce the charge on letter postage; that 
the Government pay for the carriage of official matter in the 
mails; that postage on newspapers be charged according to 
size, and that all postages be paid in Federal currency: refer- 
red tothe Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. PORTER presented the petition of John Martin, pray- 
ing an arrearage of pension due him on account of wounds re- 
ceived in the late war; which was referred to the Committee 
on’ Pensions. 

Mr. CONRAD presenied.a petition from Andrew Kincaid, 
praying confirmation of title toa tract of land; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. - 

Mr. ALLEN presented the proceedings of a public meeting 
held in the county of Pike, Ohio, expressing, ia a series of res. 
olutions, their opinions. The resolutions urge upon Congress 


to lay aside all party predilections, and. to support such meas- 
ures as will be best for a. suffering country. They urge thé 
passage of such a tariff as will, while it affords an adequate 
revenue, give incidental protection-to domestic manufactures, 
‘They urge the passage of a National Bank law, to regulate the 
currency, and bring the country toa state of prosperity. They 
denounce the veto power, andassert that. its exercise has been 
Iojurious to the country. i zA 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presenteda petition from cilizens of the 
State of Hlinois, praying a revision of the revenue laws of the 
United States, and that such.regulations be adopted as to collect 
adequate revenue for the support of. Government, from foreign 
‘commerce:. referred to the Committee on Manufactures. ; 

Mr. KING presented a series of resolutions, adopted by a 
large meeting held in the county. of Lowndes, Alabama, com. 
posed of the principal mèn: of that county. The resolutions 


- -were passed with great unanimity. .They related to the Maine 


boundary question, the right of search, the aggressions on the 
Oregon Territory, and_other-causes. of dissatisfaction. which 
have been entertained for years past, -One of the resolutions 
makes a request that the Senators from that. State should lay 
the resolutions before the Senate of the United States. The 
resolutions are strong in their terms, and manifesting feelings 
common in that whole region of country, They think that the ` 
day has come when the Government should demand:the settle- 
ment, without celay—peaceably, if it could be done—and in 
proper form, of all the questions at issue between the United: 
States and Great Britain ; and if not, that such measures will 
be résorted to as will protect the rights and honor of the coun- 
try, by even a declaration of war. Mr, K, said that, in the pres- 
ent state of things, he weuld not offer any comments on the 
resolutions. The resolutions were, however, on his motion, 
read, and referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

On motion of Mr. MERRICK, the papers on the files of the 
Senate, of Mary Linn, widow of Major Linn, of the Revolution- 


ary war, were ordered to be taken therefrom, and, with addi- 


tional evidence, referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
Mr. WRIGHT presented a memorial from the county of 


Chatauque, New York, in favor of the repeal of the Jaw distrib- 
uting the proceeds of the sales of the public Janes, in opposition 
toa 


igher tariff than is indispensub}y necessary: for the wants 
of the Government; and that, in any event, a rate higher than 
twenty per cent., if it be possible, shall. not be exceeded: re. 
ferred to the Committee on Manufactures. 

Oa motion of Mr. PHELPS, the adverse report of the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims, on the claim of the heirs of 
Daniel Piatt, and the bill from the House of Representatives in 
favor of the heirs of Captain William Kelly, were taken from 
the table, and recommitted to that committee, š j 


THE NEW BOOKS WHICIL WERE PROMISED, 


Mr. WOODBURY presented the following resolution, based 
upon a circular which he held in his hand, which he desired 
should be read, and laid on the table till to-morrow, viz: 

Resoived, That the Secretary of the Treasury report to the 
Senate the extent to which new books have been opened in his 
Department since the 4th of March, 1841, for keeping the pub: 
lic accounts separate, from the date in a copy of the ‘orders 
given in circulars issued in relation thereto; or in respectto the 
returns by disbursing officers of their expenditures since said 
da‘e, or on the demands accruing since, if keeping them 
distinct from those which accrued before. And that he further 
report what has been the result of opening any such books, and 
giving directions concerning the above matters. being kept sep- 
arate; and whatappears, from the new books or otherwise, to 
have been the amount of expenditures since the 4th of March, 
1841, to the 4th of March, 1842, and these in the year previous, 


set out separately, not only in the aggregate, but under the 
evora: leads of cii, military, and naval, 
amount of demands accruing from the 4th of March, 1841, to the 
4th of March, 1842, if in his power 80 to do. : j 


Also, tostate the 


Mr. LINN presented the petition ot John Markle, in behalf 


of his children, heirs of Charles Markle, praying Congress to 
pass a law authorizing the locationof certain Virginia mili- 
tary bounty land warrants, covering 2,000 acres of land: refer. 
red to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 


Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee ou the Judiciary, re- 


ee eee without amendment, House bill en- 
titted “An act to change thetime'of holding the circuit and dis- 
trict courts in the United States,” i g ae 


Mr, MANGUM moved that the Senate, in pursuance of an 


understanding a few days ago, proceed to the consideration of 
the bill to authorize the appointment of a board for the prepa- 
ration of rules and laws for the regulation and government of 
the navy; and the question being put, the motion wag decided 


in the negative—ayes 13, nays 13 
Mr. LINN suggested to the Senator from North Carolina to 


fix a day certain on which to dispose of this bill, 


Mr. MANGUM yielded to the suggestion i 
that he would call the bill up on Thursday pase Äe ao da 
sired to have speedy, action on another bill which he should at 
that time call up, being a bill to authorize the Secretary of the 
Navy to contract for building certain war Steamers, 

On motion af Mr. ARCHER, : 

e bili for the relief of the legal representatives of JohnH. 
Hall was taken up, and, without bei consi g 
poned a aa up, saat ing considered, was post- 

Ir. BERRIEN moved the Senate to take up t i a 
tend further remedial justice in the United States cone ions 

Mr. MOREHEAD moved to take up the bill authorizing the 
settlement of the claims to land under the treaty of the United 
Siten with the ae rare Dancing Rabbit creck, 

he question being put on the latter i i 
Se ayes Tan being p atter motion first, it was agreed 

The last-named bill was accordingly taken up; the j 
pending being the motion of Mr. HENDERSON, Tr Mississippi. 
to recommit the biil, with instructions to report a reorganiza. 
tion of the board of commissioners, with the same powers be. 
fore allowed, limited to an adequate period of time for adjust- 
ment; authorized to issue serip to claimants, on proof of claims; 
such certificales to be numbered andissued, and to be receivable 
for land, in Arkansas. and Louisiana, at the land offices; but to 
be taken up within one year after date of issue, on pain of fors 


feiture. 


Mr. SEVIER recapitulated the circumstances y ie 
o „Circumetances under whi 
the treaty was made. The quantity of lands ceded was tal 


and a half millions, estimated, at $1 25, to be 3 

. The land given to the Choctaw nation in Shanes. Son tes 
Mississippi river, was far more valuable, and, consequently, the 
Choctaws made a first-rate bargain, even if they got. nothing 
else. But, in addition to this, they obtained other specific ad. 


He read from that article the 
provisions for grants of Jarids-to Indians becoming citizens of 


the United States. This, evidently, was intended as an encour- 
agement to civilization; but it never could be contemplated 
by the treaty that the inducement should be transferabie to a 
white man already a citizen, or free to become one without any 
such bounty. - ` 

Ilere Mr. Sevier read a report made by Mr. Ward in 1831, 
containing sixty-one names of Indian claimants. It was received 
in 1882, and lay. at the department for two years-before the first 
complaint was made. Aftertwo years had expired, complaints 
were made that Mr. Ward had omitted names which should have 
been in the list. Gen. Jackson, in 1834, appointed Mr. Martin to 
goto that country and investigate the charges ofcomplaint. Now 
he (Mr. S.) contended, not only from the fact that the report re- 
mained in the Department so long without any complaint, but 
from the high character of Mx. Ward, that his report contained 
the. names of all just claimants, In 1836, in the examination 
which took place, Mr. Ward, in his answers tu specific ques- 
tions, explained very clearly the manner in which he had de- 
cided in rejecting claims. Here Mr. SEVIER read from the 
examination the questions put to Mr, Ward, and his an- 
awers. He then referred to a report afterwards made by 


Mr. Black, in March, 1836, referring to the testimony of. 


Mr. Ward, and certifying that he was entitled to the full- 
est confidence; from which it was to be inferred that Mr. 
Ward’s report wassubstantially correct.. He also haaded in, to 
be read by the Secretary of the Senate, the letter of instruc. 
tions from Mr. Dickerson, Secretary of War at the time. Mr. 
Martin made a report, which, instead of clearing up the matter, 
added to the difficulty. During the investigation the claims 
multiplied so alarmingly, that at last it was necessary to order 
a suspension of the proceedings. 
He next referred to various public documents for the pur- 
pose of showing the true nature of the claims; and particu- 
larly referred to proceedings’ of the General Assembly of the 
State of Mississippi on the subject, which he requested 
might be read by the Secretary ot the Senate. 
The proceedings, consisting of six pages, 13cluding the pre- 
amble and resolutions adopted, together with the affidavit of an 
individua! cognisant of the facts on which the preamble and 
resolutions were grounded, were then read. There was a length 
report from Mr. Black, confirming every thing stated in the aft 
davit., In consequence of this, the company formed to specu- 
late on these-lands became broken up into sub-companies, and 
small ramifications—all intent upon fraud and plunder of the 
public domain, The fullest evidence was furnished to Con- 
ress of the fraudsthus contemplated. Every session since, the 
lobbies and halls of Congress had been filled with the agents of 
these speculators, clamoring for Indian claims; and now the re- 
sultof this clamor is seen in the ingenuity and pertinacity of 
the assignees which the Senate had witnessed. He showed that, 
by the specific grants of the 15th and 19th articles, and the sup- 
plement, additional grants were to be made, amounting to up- 
wards of five millions of dollars. He proposed to strike out 
from the bill all claims on transfers, and every thing not speci- 
fically in conformity with the treaty. He had not had time to 
arrange these documen's; but he concluded he had thrown out 
sufficient hints toshow that it wasa bill not to he hastily adopted. 
The CHAIR explained that it was not in order to strike out 
any portion of the bill, pending the question to recommit the 
bill with instructions. 
Some discussion arose as to the mode of reaching the object. 
The instructions offered by Mr. Sevier were then read. 
Mr. MOREHEAD suggested that the Senator from Arkansas 
might offer his instructions as an amendment to the amend- 
ment offered by the Senator from Mississippi, (Mr. Hexper- 


son] eee i g 

Mr. SEVIER, in conformity with this suggestion, moved to 
amend the instructious to the committee, so as to strike out the 
8d and 4th sections of the bill. 

Mr. KING suggested a modification; and 

Mr. SEVIER modified hisamendment so as to make an addi- 
tion to the instructions, to strike out all relating to transfers and 
assignments. 

Mr. WALKER said, in the absence of his honorable col- 
league, he would offer a few cbservations in reference to this 
subject. It was certamly one of deep importance both to the 
Indians and to the citizens of the State of Mississippi. The 
Government of this country were also deeply interested in the 
proper and speedy adjustment of this long-standing controversy; 
or, if the statement of ihe Secretary of the Treasury be correct, 
it will cover abouta million of acresof land. He (Mr. Wark- 
ER) was desirous that whatever course might be pursued, the 
measure should be accompanied by all those guards and checks 
which were necessary to secure them against the fraudulent 
practices which had already been, in many cases, resorted to. 
With respect to Colonel Ward, it was with reluctance that he 
felt forced to allude to that officer, who, though a good and hon- 
est man, yet, at the time when this duty was performed, was 
subject to a frailty to which but too many distinguished men 
have been subject, and which prevented so full and correcta 
performance of that duty as was desirable. He would merely 
mention the fact, that several individuals, not noticed in the state- 
ment of Col, Ward, had purchase] lands from the Government 
subsequent to the treaty, and had contested the claims of the 
Indians; but, aer a falf and fair investigation, a decision was 
had in favor of the Jndinn claims, ay ast the claims of 
those who held under purchases from the Government. Some 
of these cases had been removed by bimself to the Supreme 
Conrt, and the judgme.:s in favor of the Indians were there 
confirmed. He had no doubt there would yet be many fraudu- 
lent claims set up; and he was therefore anxious that, Inasmuch 
as some measure wes necessary, it would be accumpanied by 
sufficient checks and guards. so that justice, might be done to 
the just claimants, and that the fraudy lent ones might be rejected. 
He was ready to agree to every one of the instructions proposed 
by the Senator from Arkansas, with the exception of that one 
which goes to require five years’ residence on the part of the 
Indians, in order to secure their right. According te the de- 
cision of the courts, five years’ residence was not required; and 


he thought it would be highly improper to give a construction to 
the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek, different. from that placed 
upon it by the courts. The truth was, there were several 
hundred cases where planters and others in the State of Mis- 
sissippi had purchased lands from the Government in good 
faiti, who were now threatened with ejectmént from their 
farms; and when this took place, they would of course turn 
round upon the Government for redress; and he presumed it 
would be readiiy admitted that they were entitled to re- 
dress. When the- Choctaw claims” became a matter of 
sericus controversy, many individuals who had purchased, 
lands became alarmed, and procured a number of affidavits, 
and mace application to the State Legislature for protection, 
The Legislature, having entered into an ez parte examination 
of the matter, adopted the report-and instructions to their Sena- 
tors in Congress, which had been read. But times had materially 
changed since that period; the Legislature had now changed its 
tone. With regard to the payment of the claims of the Indians 
in money, be (Mi. Wauxer) had not the slightest objection 
to the adoption of that plan, provided the Senator could 
succeed in bringing the two Houses to adopt it.. It would be 
better for the State cf Mississippi, and better for the claimants. 
He was glad that the proposition had been made; but he had 
great doubts about its success, when the extent of the claims 
came to be examined. I: was questionable whether, in the 
present condition of affairs, they would be able to pay the claims 
10 money. Ifthis could not be done, the next best way would 
be to pay them in scrip; but if this were not agreed to, then 
they shouid have the jands which they claimed granted to 
them. 

Mr. LINN observed that this bill, after floating about for 
some time, found aresting place in the Committee on Private 
LandClaims. That committee, with a perfect knowledge of 
the frauds, was anxious that Justice should be done to the 
Tadians, and had so reported in favor of the bill. But now it 
became the duty of Congress to protect the United States 
against the frauds incidental to the claims. He was desirous 
that the utmost rigor should be adopted in scrutinizing these 
ciaims; so that, while fuli justice should be done to the Indians, 
no injusiice should be done to the United States. He called to 
the recollection of the Senate, that hitherto it had been the prac- 
tice not to transfer land claims in such manner as to give the 
claimants the pick and choice of the best lands in the public 
domain. To this he was opposed, and also tothe Proposition of 
laad scrip. Je hoped the bill would not be passed without 
caution and due deliberation. . 

Mr. SEVIER made some further explanation, 

Mr. PHELPS thought the discussion on this bill had taken 
entirely a wrong direction. As a member of the committee 
which had reported the bill, he confessed that he was utterly at a 
loss to know what was bast to be done. The first object was to get 
an expression of the upinion of ihe Senate. It was admitted 
that there must be an adjustment—that the commission must 
be revived, and that stupendeus frauds muy be practised; yet, 
go puzziing did the subject seem, that he doubted whether a 


bil! could be framed fully satisfactory. A bill approximating | 


to a proper course must necessarily be somewhat prolix; and it 
was perfectly obvious its various provisions never could be ad- 
justed in open Senate without immense joss of time. He there- 
fore would suggest the necessity and propriety of recommiting 
its He was in favor of the proposition of instructions beng 
withdrawn, and the bill being recommitted, that the commitiee, 
with the light afforded by the discussion which had taken place, 
might frame a bill suitable for the object in view. 

Mr. SEVIER suggested that ifthe Senator from Mississippi 
would withdraw his motion to recommit with instructions, and 
the amendment were adopted to strike out al! relating to trans- 
fers and assignments, the bil] might then be recommitied to be 
remedetled, 

Mr. HENDERSON thonght the bili could not properly be re- 
committed without instructions—he had no decided objection to 
the amendment. 

Mr. MOREHEAD explained some difficulties which might 
arise from striking out the transfersand assignments. Heun- 
derstood the courts of justice in Mississippi had already decided 
in favor of those transferred claims. A large number of them, 
he understood, was in the bands of assignees;and there wiuld, 
consequently, be no end toghe litigation which would ensue by 
depriving the b)! cf those features which recognise the rights of 
transferees, Both the Senators from Mississippi were favorable 
to the billas itstands in that respect; and he concluded they weie 
the best exponents of the wishes of the State on the subject. 
The great benefit of this bill would be to silence the litigation 
which would be so much augmented by denying the rights of 
assignees. 

The subject he considered of such importance as to demand 
the attention of every Senator. Itinvolved, on the one hand, 
the honor of the Government, which required that a solemn 
treaty entered into shonld be fully carried out in good iaith, 
and not lefi pending in doubt; and, on the other hand, that the 
utmost caution anc care should be taken that frauds should not 
be perpetrated on the Government. 

lt seemed to him this was a question cf mere abstract jus- 
tice, whether the Indians were to be yeimbursed in money or 
in land, and it had nothing to do with the question whether 
the Treasury was full or empty. T vas the main thing to 
be decided; and ifthe question be confined to that, it can be set- 
ted beferethe bill is sent back to the committee. He would 
therefore suggest the propriety of an immediate decision on 
that questior 

Mr. PHELPS feared that, in the anxiety to effect one object 
in view—that of rendering ample justice 10 the Indians, another 
object not in view would also he effected—ihat of auth ng 
the perpetration ef monstrous frauds. It was clear that one- 
hatf the claims now put forward mustbe fraudulent; and there 
ispo limitation to those claims, k could easily b> proved, 
that of 1,300 claims before the commi before, 260 had 
been disposed of; but, on renewing the commis how many 
of the reman and v new Claims might be urge i, 


` 


could net pow he conjecinr The cleimants would ultimate- 
ly be more than the ¢ aw population at the time the treaty 


was made i ithe Senate was quite unprepared ta 
mekethe de n required by the chairman of the committee, 
{Mr. Mersseap;} but if the quession was postponeda day or 
two, he (Mv. P.) could prepare himself to vois understandingly 
on the suhj 

Mr. MOR EHEAD had no disposition to press the matter in- 
conveniently; but he thought it could not be brought up again 
til the day after to-morrow. 

Some discussion took place on the 
the cousideration; pending which, 


proposition to postpose 


Mr. HENDERSON observed that he. wasopp 
gress authotistog aay Board of commissioners to act i 


y 
be'required to stay on thé land to starve. Having done all he; 
could, and been driven off by the white population, he should 
nat-be deprived of his right. ees ; 

With regard. to the proposition to adjust these claims -by. a 
paymentof money instead of land, he conceived. it altogether 
unprecedented, ard therefore inadmissible. Land-claime. of 
ourown citizens, although of fifty years’ standing, havealways 
been satisfied by remuneration in land: end he saw. no ‘reason 
why a practice should be adopted towards Indians that was des 
nied to white men, while he saw many. reasons: against ‘the 
preposition. He explained several difficulties which would.in- 
evitably arise out of such a mode of adjustment, © ` $ 

He would say nothing in the bill about ithe whiteman. He 
would merely make the award to the Indian, andin land. The 
laws of Mississippi would adjust the matter between the In- 
dians and their assignees. : 

Mr. LINN observed that it never was the intention. of the 
committee to recognise any rights of the white man as as- 
signec, 

Mr. HENDERSON was aware of that. — 2 ; 

Mr. MOREHEAD made an observation not distinctly heard 
in the gallery. ; 3 

Mr. HENDERSON had never doubted the right of the cas- 
signee as a matter between him and the Indian, according to; 
me terms of his assignment; a matter subject to ‘the ordinary 
aws. . . r 

Mr. PHELPS moved to postpone the further consideration 
of the bill to the day after to. morrow, and that the amendment 

proposed by the Senator fram Arkansas [Mr. SEVIER} be 
printed. $ 

: Mr. KING suggested the propriety of withdrawing the instruc. 
tions, and recommitting the bill, to be reported back on Wed. 
nesday. j 

Me PHELPS explained that such was his first proposition. 

Mr. HENDERSON had but one objection; and it was, that 
the comiviitee pot being instructed as to the question of satis 


and po 

Me WALKER suggested to the committee some matters 
Necessary to be considered. One was, the advantage: of limit 
ing the number of claims, The result would be, that if the 
number were limited to three hundred, it would be the interest, 
of those having good claims to expose those which were fraud-. . 
ulent. ty 

The instructions being withdrawn, the bill was recommitted,. 
with an understanding that it would be reported back and taken 
upagam on Wednesday. : 

Mr. CLAYTON submitted a resolution, that the Committe. 
on Finance inquire into the propriety of appropriating a suffi- 
cientsum to rebuild the light- house on Brandy wine shoals. 

Mr. KING suggested the propriety of referring the matter to 
the Committee on Commerce, instead of the Committee on 
Finance; the former being the appropriate and usual com- 
mittee. 

Mr. CLAYTON said his object was to get the appropriation. 


`- Tflefito the Commitice on Commerce, there would be no chance 


of timely action on it. Aha ee 

Mr. KING thought it was necessary to have an expression of 
opinion from the Committee on Commerce, on the necessity for 
any light-house. He would, therefore, move to strike out the 
word “Finance,” and insert “Commerce.” : teste 

Mr: BUCHANAN hoped the motion would not preyail. . This 
was a question purely relating to finance. ` There had beenal. 
ready a light-house authorized ; the one erected had been par- 
tially destroycd by tempests; and it: was merely a question of 
finance to carry into effect the existing law. 

After a few words from Messrs. HUNTINGTON and CLAY- 
TON, the amendment was. carried, and the resojuilcn was 
adopted. ‘ 3 

Mr. BERRIEN moved to postpone all previous orders of 
the day, for the purpose of taking up the bill to provide further 
remedial justice in the district courts of the United States; 
which was agreed to. 

The bill was then taken up and read. 

Mr. CHOATE offered amendments, which he wished might 
be ordered to be printed. He explained the objects, 

Mr. WRIGHT moved that the bill, as proposed to be amend- 
ed, should be printed; which, at the suggestion of Mr, BER- 
RIEN, Was modified toa motion to printthe amendments alone, 
Ths was agreed to; and 

Tae Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, April 25, 1842, - f ct 

Mr. EVERETT rose and said that he would waive for the 
pr tthe motion which he intended to make, that the House 
resvive itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
on, provided the House would take up and pass the private 
biils which had been reported from the Committee of the Whole 
on Frida, 

ys 


Mr. NDLETON rase and inquired of the Speaker whether 
this was not petition day? _ z 
The SPEAKER replied in the afiemative. | P 

PLETON hoped then ihe States would be calle . 

ir: WEN, chairman cf the Commitee of Claims, rose 
Tsaid that he was instructed by that committee to move, in 
‘ jon of business before it, that. the 
during the sessions of the House 


tave leave te 
s agreed to, and leave was granted accord- 


eon 
for one W 


FOREIGN STEAMERS. A S 

Me. STANLY (with a remark of whichnothing was brar by 

the Reporter) moved to take up the bill heretofore reported rom 
mimities on Commerce, to prevent the transportation o 

ors or letters coastwise by foreign ships or vessels. 
WINTHROP was understood to suggest the postpone. 
mentof the bili until to morrow, in consequence of the absence 
of the chairman of the Committee on Commerce, [Mr. Kem- 
sepy, of Maryland.) . 
The reply D the suggestion was not heard. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


z 


~My. PROFEIT. called. for the reading of the bill, remarking 
that not ‘a word. which the gentleman from North Carolina 
(Mr. Stanty] hadsaid had been heard in that part of the Hall. 

< ‘Phe bill wasaccordingly read: è S . 

»Mr. MORGAN ‘said that as the bill had been referred to the 
Committee of. (he Whole on the state of the Union, he supposed 
it would be necessary in the-first place to move to discharge 
the committee. ` 5 : č 

The SPEAKER said that woulil be the first motion. 

Mr. MORGAN moved that the Committee of the Whole on _ 
the state of the Union be discharged from the further considera- 
tiof. ofthe bill, : 

Mr. PROFFITT inquired of the Speaker if the question was 
debatable? S . : 

Mr. STANLY Said, if debate was going to arise, he would 
withdraw his motion. ; : ` à 

‘The SPEAKER said thé bill itself; if taken up, would be 
Soratable: the question of priority of business way not deba- 
table. Š 2 
Mr. PROFEIT said, if the previous question was not called, 
he wished to debate the bill. : 

Mr. STANLY. said he would not call the previous question on 
a biilof such a character, 

The question was then taken onthe motion of Mr. MorGan; 
which was decided in the affirmative. 

So the Committee of the Whole un the state of the Union was 
discharged foin the further consideration of the bill. ` 

And the question then being on ordering the bill toa third 
reading 

Mr. FILLMORE called for the reading of the first proviso of 
the lastsection. : 

{Cries of “Read the whole bill again’’—“we don’t understand 
what it is,” &c.] 

The bill was read a second time. 
words: : 

A BILL to prevent the transportation of passengers or letters 

g coaalwise, by foreign ships or vesseis, 

i Beit enacted by the Senate and Heuse of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress ussem- 
bled, That, from and after the passage of this act, it shall not 
be lawful for any ship, steam-packet, or other vessel, belonging 
Wholly or in pari to a subject or subjectsiof any foreign power 
or state, to receive on board and carry for pay, hire, or reward, 
any passenger or passengers from any one port or district in the 
 Wnited States to any other port or-district therein, Nor shall 
“any such ship, sleam-packet, or other vessel, receive on board 
and carry as aforesaid, from any one port or- district in the 

United States to any other port or district therein, any letter or 

letters addressed to persons within the United States, except 
such letters as may concern the cargo or lading of such ship, 
steam-packet, er other vessel, or be divected and addressed to 
the consiguee or agent thereof: Provided, That this act shall 
hotapply to such passengers as may arrive in the United States 
ou board such ship, steam-packet, or otber vessel, from foreign 
paris; vor shail it extend to ships, steam-packets, or other ves- 
sels, navigating the lakes or the river St. Lawrence: And pro- 
vided, also, That this act shall not be construed to repeal or 
impair any law vow in force relating to the navigation of the 

United States, or the regulations tur the delivery of lettera, 

Sec. 2.. And be it further enacted, That for every infraction 
| or evasion of this act, the captain or commander of such ship, 
steam-packet, or other vessel, shall forfeic and pay, for the use 

of the United States, one thousand dollars; which penalty or 

forfeiture shall be sued for, recovered, and accounted for, and 
may be mitigated or remitted, in the same manner art accord. 
ing to the provisions of the revenue laws of the United States 
in other cages of tines and forfeitures, 

Mr. PROFETI objected to the bill, go far as icapplied to 
passengers, as narrow and bigoted in its spirit, and altogether 
behind the age, 

Mr. FILLMORE said that, when he first heard the bill re- 
ported, he too had had great doubts as to its expediency d 
he had in consequence examined the bill, and the executive 
yeports on which it was founded, and had also looked inte the 
legislation of Great Britain in relation to the same subject on 
her own coasts; and he had, in consequence, become satisfied 
that the bill did no injustice, and ought to pass, It would be 
found that, from the days of Elizabeti to the present tune, the 
British Partiament had prohibited alf participation by foreign. 
ers in her coasting trade; and, so far from showirg any dispo- 
sition to abandon that ground, the prohibition’ had been revived 
and confirmed so late as 1834. Our own Government had 
adopted the same policy in regard to the coast g trade on our 
own coast; in which-we were fully justified, if on no other 
ground, as a measure of retaliatory awd countervailing legiala- 
tion. ‘fhe present bill did but extend to passengers the policy 
which we had pursued for the last twenty years in regard to 
goods, Ie had at first apprehended. that the bill had been so 
drawn as that, if a ship arrived at Doston from England with - 
passengers, she could not transport them afterwards to New 

fork or Baltimore; but, on examination, he found it was not 
so. The same liberty of coastwise transportation was extend- 
ed to them as to goods imported in foreign bottoms; so that the 
principle seemed to be acted, on that passengers were subject 
10 the game general rules as mershandise. 

Mr. RIETTE expressed strong regret that this bill had not 
been taken up in Committee ofthe Whole. Ue didnot agreg, by 
any means, in the just views expressed by the gentleman from 
New Fork (Mr. Frrrmors]as to the identity of principle in re- 
lation to goods and passengers: there was a lnioad ground of 
distinction between them; the prohibition might well enough 
be extended to merchandise, buthe protested against its being 
extended to our own citizens who might be desirous of passing 
from one point on our Atlantic frontier to another. No nation 
in the world had ever adopted such a regulation. The gentle- 
man from New York, himself, did not pretend to say thattireat 
Britain had extended her legislation to the coas aport 
ation of passengers. In that respect, therefore, this bill could 
not be characterized as retaitatory, If gentlemen chose to car- 
ry out our existing navigation laws so as to include these fop- 
eign steamers, very well: Dut Jet not Congress stop aur citizens 
from going where a foreign vessel was allowed to go. Phe ob- 
ject, he understood, was to secare to our railroad companies 
the transportation of the passengers who now took passages on 
board the British steamers: he thought it would be better to stop 
the veesels themselves, than to suffer them to pass from Point to 
point of ourcoast, and yet prohibit their carrying such of our 
Citizens as were desirous of embracing the opportunity of tak- 


It is in the following 


- hibitory laws of any sort. 


ìng passage on board of them. He was averse to all legislation 


* Which went to nterfere with the most enlarged personal liberty 
fo'tvavel where we would, and as.we chose, either in foreiga or | 


American bottoms: There had been little opportunity afforded 


toany one of examining or considering this biil; ie hoped it 
would not rashly be hurried through the House. to 

Mr. CUSHING wasnotsure it might not be needful to mod- 
ify some of the details of this bill —very possibly it might; but 
he considered the general principle of the bill as right. 
There was no distinctioa, in substarice, viewed as a commercial 
enterprise carried on along our coast, between the transportation 
of goods and the transportation of -passengers. Considered 
simply in the light ofa commercial enterprise, there was no 


> difference; the-same principles applied to. both. As to the | 


billa proposing an abridgment to the personal liberty of our 
citizens, all commercial restrictions, of every kind or degree, 
were abridgments of personal 'hberty ; 50, indeed, were pro- 
But, in ail these cases, the question 
was one of general profit and loss tothe country atlarge. The 
simple consideration thata certain law abridged personal liv- 
erty, was not, in iisell, a conclusive objection. 

There were two lines of these British’steamers plying on our 
coast; one of which touched the Coast at its northeastern ex 
tremity, by the way of Halifax and Boston; the other at its 
southern extremity, by the British West India colonies, the 
Guif of Mexico, and sume of the southern ports. Mr. C. did 
not know how far there might be ultimate Government objects 
on the part of Great Britain in the establishment and mainte- 
nance of these new lines of siceamcommuntication. They were 
boii understood to be losing concerns, considered as commer- 
cial enterprises; though the line at the North was not so disas- 
trously soas that by way of the West Indies. It would seem 
that there must he somebody behind the merchants, ostensibly 
concerned, who furnished the immense outlay necessary to such 
an undertaking, and sustained the very serious lose attend- 
ing it. 

There was another circumstance attending these steam) ves- 
sels: their strength of construction and machinery was such as 
flied them with comparative ease to be transformed into vessels 
of war. And there was yet another: that whatever might be the 
veal purpose of maintaining these expensive lines of steamers, 
one tact was obvious, anda very singular fact it was—that they 
coutinued to ply up and down a great extent of our coast for no 
professed or ostensible object. They did not thus coast along 
our shores, and enter our ports and harbors, cither for the pur- 
pose of transporting merchandise, or of carrying the United 
States mail. What was the objectin view? It was impossible 
not to suspect that there was some ulterior purpose of Govern- 
ment in the arrangement. 

zat further, Considering the object as simply a commercial 
enterprise, these vessels were allowed to make the triangular 
voyage—to leave Liverpool, touch at Halifax, thence proceed 
to Boston, and then back to Liverpool, But were American 
vesseis permitted by the British laws to do this? Notatall. It 
was notorious that ourships were prohibited from the indirect 
voyage. ‘They were hot allow: d to ‘ouch at a British colonial 
port, and theace (oa British port: that trade Great Britain re- 
served for her own bottoms. The consequence was, that the 
Pritish steam lines enjoyed a monopoly of this indirect trade, 
The voyage from England to Halifax gave them freicht enough 
to cover their expenses and realize a profit. Then it was but a 
day’s sail to Ruston, and there they could compete with Ameri- 
can vessels that enjoyed nosuch advantage. Theeame fact ex- 
isted, and to a still greater extent, on the southern line, which 
swept the colovial ports of the West Indies, entered the Gulf, 
and then coasted our shores, pursuing a voyage in which no 
American shipping cowd be competitors. Was it policy in us 
to superadd the profit of carrying American passengers from 
one American port to another? See how such a stale of things 
was operating on American navigation. A steamer which had 
secured x handsome freight between Liverpool and Jamaica, 
could aford to come on our coast and transpert passenger's at 
half price, andstill doa good business. Thig was taking the 
business from our railroad companies, and from our own 
shipping. 

Mi. ©. wos epposed to the continuance of such a state of 
things. Sill leas was he in favo: of throwing into the hands of 
persons thus engaged iu superseding our own business, an inti- 
mate knowledge of every part af our coast, the soundings of 
every harbor; and thre preparing them, froma thorough knowl- 
edge of our entire line of Atlantic frortiier, at amomenvs warn- 
ing from their own Government, to enter our harbors, bara our 
towns, and s ping. He thought the bill or 
one like it, wa ü for; and be hoped that, with some modifi- 
cations, it might become a law. 

Mr, STANLY, who bad reported the bill, said that, as it 
seemed likely to excite some debate, he w s willing it should 
for the present, lie over, that the flouse might resume the con. 
sideration of the bill previously under consideration. 

Mr. COOPER, of Georgia, moved to rscommit the bill. He 
expressed his regret-that a bill involving such important prin- 
ciples as this does, should have been withdrawn from the Com- 
mittee of the Whole without discussion, by @ vote of the House, 
in which there was bnt one audible yea, and with but one audi. 
hle aay. There was a feature in this bill which he felt bound to 
set liis face against, It was that which forbade the citizen the 
privilege of electing his own conveyance from one portion of 
the country toanother, This involved aq: n of freedom 
and concerned the personal liberiy of the cit The subject 
deserved examination, and all the deliberation a Committee of 
the Whale could giveit. 

It seemed to him the justification set un for the bill, in the 
practice of England, was not well-founded, England who 
moulds her constitution by the will of Parliament—who thereby 
can refuse her subjects liberty to go abroad, and deny them the 

i to exchange ihat for a better country— may well claim 
a right to say by what conveyance they may or may not trans- 
fer ther ves from place to place. No so with this Govern- 
ment, Te therefore maved to recommit the bill, 

Mr BRIGGS moved that the farther consideration of 
be postponed to Thursday next. 

Mr. PROFFIT made some remarks, 
sidered out of order. - 

Mr. GORDON was about to speak, when 

The CHAIR reminded him that the question was on post- 
ponement, and notan the merits of the bill, and was a question 
aliowing but very limi ebate; that he had indulged the sen- 
tleman from Indiana ja a latitude of remark not strictly appli- 
cable to the question, nor in order. 

Mr. GORDON proceeded, and said he was perfectiy aware 
ofthe limited nature ofthe question, and had not proposed to 
transcend that limit. But why, he would-ask, had he been 
thus udmonished in advance, before he hed said a single 
ward, in or out of order? [Here several voices were heard 


the bili 


which Mr. Arnoxp con- 


to say, “That was a severe cut.”?] He would not say it was the 
result of Cesign, but it looked very much like it; and these con- 
stant interruptions to his proceeding, whenever, on that floor, 
he undertook to participate in the debates, began to. be considered 
as the result of design. He claimed the same indulgence as 
had been extended to the -gentleman from Indiana, and others. 
All he asked was even-handed justice, and nothing more. He 


- advocaied therecommitment or postpenement—he was not tena- 


ry 


. or national policy. 


cious which—on the ground that the bill had not been sufficiently 
considered, and was'an important one, as involving not only a 
question of commercial regulation, but a great question of State 
Here was a long line of British steamers 
traversing our coast; and. the question was, whether, by allow- 
ing them to enjoy the profits of passenger transportation from 
point to point, we should enable Great Britain to sustain, and 
practise, aud train up ‘a steam navy in our waters, and draw 
from ns the means of supporting that navy, with which, per- 
haps, even then. she intended to pounce upon our commerce, 
whenever it should suit her convenience to declare wary against 
us. He had no knowledge of sucha bill, or its provisions, until 
it had just. been read at the Clerk’stable; but, on the very read- 
ing of it, it struck him as an important one, and of sucha char- 
acier as to require to be well considered. 

Mr. HOPKINS spoke against recommitment, and in favor of 
postponing the bill to Thursday. 

Mr. RHETT inquired whether the 
tended to the lakes? 

Mr. STANLY. No. 

Tne question being then first put on the motion to postpone, 
it was carried. 

So the farther consideration of the bill was postponed to 
Thursday next. 

APPORTIONMENT BILL. 


Mr. EVERETT moved that the Mouse resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union; but ex- 
pressed himself willing to waive the motion if it was the pleas- 
ure of the {House that the bills on their third reading should 
be taken up and disposed of. If not, he must insist on his mo- 


tion, 
DISTRICT. BANKS. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD rose and said that he had been appealed 
to by many citizens of this District to urge upon the considera- 
tion of the Louse the bili from the Senate which had been laid 
onthe table for weeks, in relation to the District banks, The 
bill was the first business in the order of the day; and he did 
hope that if gentlemen intended to.act on the bill, they would 
go to the orders of the day, dispose of the bill in one way oran- 
other, and then pass into Committee of the Whole on the state 
ofthe Union. f A 

Numerous objections being made, the motion of Mr, U. wa3 
not entertained. h 


APPORTIONMENT BILL, 

After somè _convérsation between the SPEAKER and Mr. 
PENDLETON in lation tothe order of business, the question 
was taken 0p the mption of Mr, EVERETT, and, bemg agreed to, 
the House résolved. itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Uniong (Mr, ALLEN of Maine in thechair,) and re. 
sumed the considération of the bil for the apportionment of 
Representatives mong the several States according to the sixth 
census, Evy 

When the committee rose on Thursday last, the committee 
had determined to fix the representation 1a Congress, nader the 
new census, at the ratio of one Representative for every sixty 
thousand five hundred of federa! population; [which said num- 
ber had been proposed, severally, by Mr. Coorrnr, of Georgia, 
and Mr, J. C. Cuark, of New York,] 

Mr. UNDERWOOD rose and said he desired to move an 
amendment. striking out 60,500, and inserting in lieu thereof 
the ratio of 58,500. 

The CHAIRMAN said the motion was not in order. The 
number, as it now stood, had been inserted under a proposition 
to amend; and, that being the case, the Chair was of opinion 
thatthe motion to amend was not in order. The parliamentary 
law was, that, a number being inserted, it was not competent to 
strike it out. 

Mr. EVERETT suggested that it would now be in order to 
move to strike out the whole section, and to insert a substitute, 
The gentleman from Kentucky {Mr, UnpERWwoop] might get at 
his object in that way. $ 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said he would then move to strike out 
the whole section, and would so vary its language as to give the 
ratio of 59,509. And, with a view to explain the propriety 
ur inserting the ratio designated by him, he would go into sume 
‘acts, ž 

The CHAIRMAN said it was not in order, z 

After a brief conversation, of which (so great was the con- 
fusion in the hall) the Reporter could hear nothing, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, with a view to open the whole merits 
of the bill, moved that the committee rise and report it,—in. 
tending in the House to move his amendment. 9 

After some fnrther conversation, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD went into a statistical argument, to 
show thatby the ratio of 60,509, which had been inserted in the 
bill, great injustice was done by the larger States to the smalier 
States, : 

Mr. ATHERTON moved to amend the bill by striking ont 
all after the word “every,” in the sixth Jine, and iheerting 53,999 
persons in each State, &c. * i 

The CITAIR said that motion would take precedence of the 
mation of the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Unverwoop.] 

Mr. TRUMAN SMITH rose to a point of order. He desired 
to be iuformed whether it was in order to move to strike outa 
cumber already inserted, and to insert another? 

The CHAIRMAN said no, it was not. But the Proposition 
of the gentlernan from New Hampshire {Mr. ATHERTON] was 
an amendment covering the whole ground of the bill. it was 
virtually the same as a proposition made to strike out all after 
the enacting clause: it proposed the insertion of a different 
number in the aggregate, and of a different number of Repre- 
sentatives for the States; making it, as the Chair understood, a 
distinct proposition from that agreed to on Thursday. ; 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN submitted that the proposition 
was in substance the same, merely changing the number, 

The CHAIRMAN said that was a matter for the committee 
and not for the Chair, to decide. i , 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN, desirous, he said, to test the sense 
of the committee whether or not it would sanclion the number 
ihar, had been inserted, appealed from the decision’ of the 

hay, P 

The appeal was briefly debated; Messrs. W, C. JOUNSON: 

~ 


provisions of the bill ex- 
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EVERETT, and FILLINGIIAST, sustaining the-decision of the 
Chair, and Mr. CHARLES BROWN opposingit. a 

After which Mr. Brown withdrew the appeal. 

The question then recurring on the amendment of Mr. Aru: 
ERTON =s °° > 4 ee 

Mr: ATHERTON observed that the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky professed that his object was to do equal and exact jus- 
tice to all the States, and tu.all portions of the Confederacy. He 
confessed that he thought the ratio proposed by the gentleman 
was very far from obtaining that object. It would require but 
avery few words to show that great injastice would be done by it 
to many of the smaller States, and particularly to. the New Erg- 
land States. Mr. ‘A. then stated the amount of the heavy 
fractions that Would be left unrepresented in each of the New 
England States;(204,850 in the whole;) while New York, which 
would have more Representatives than alt the New England 
States combined, would have but a trifling fraction. After 
commenting on the inequality of the ratio proposed by Mr. Un- 
pERWooD, Mr. A. said he would briefly reply to the remarks of 
the gentleman in relation to the sizeof the House, This House, 
Mr. A. said, embodied the Democratic principle in the Govern- 
ment; and it was important that that principle should be pre- 
served in its greatest purity. The reason for establishinga rep- 
resentative Government was, because the whole people could 
not. assemble and determine for themselves what measures 
shall be adopted for their benefit; and it therefore became neces- 
sary to appoint agents to carry out their wishes, A represent- 
ative Government was, therefore, the people acting through 
theiragents; and. hence it was important. that there should be 
the freest and fullest representation. Something had been said 
yesterday in relation to the equal representation of -the small 
States in the Senate; and it was contended that, with this equal- 


ity in that body, injustice could not be done them, But this had 


nothing to do, with the question here; for it mustbe recollected 
that the members of the Senate represented the State sovereign 
ty, While this louse was alone to be considered as the embodi- 
ment of the Democratic principlein the Government. The gen- 
tleman from Virginia, (Mr. Wisg Jin hisargument in support 
of a large ratio and small representation, contended that a larze 
body would be liable to confusion and disorder in their pro- 
ceedings, would be tardy and inefficient in their legistation, 
and wonuid nat pessessas much dignity and elevation of char- 
acter as a small one. There wasan inconsistency in one part 
of the gentleman’s argument, that was apparenton its face. It 
was this: That while a small body would be more efficientin 
this House,a large constituency would be also more efficient, and 
send better agents; and that the people would act better in large 
numbers, while their agents would act better in small numbers. 
Mr. A. differed entirely with the gentleman. Ife did not be- 
lieve that abler or more efficient men would be sent here from 
havingasmalier number of them. Who did not believe that 
another House of Representatives, equal in size to this, and of 
equal talent and efficiency, could be elected to-morrow? It 
seemed to him, however, that the argument proceeded on a 
wrong assumption. It assumed that the country was to 
be governed by the wisdom of its Representatives in Congress 
acting per se, and not by the wisdom of the people. 

According to our theory of government, the House of Rep- 
tesentatives is the agent by which the people express their will; 
and. iw acts are the acts of the people, through their Representa- 
tives, The argument of the gentleman from Virginia might, 
with equal propriety, be used to show that it would be better to 
keep the Representatives entirely aloof from their constituents, 
and to make the term of their service here so long that they 
would be freed from their influence. Tt seemed to him that to 
this extent the argument went. Now all writers on popular 
Governments concurred in saying that a frequent return of 
elections infused new vigor in Democratic Governments, and 
was essential to the preservation of popular rights. The char- 
acter of the House also was improved by having members fresh 
from the people, who were usually more ardent, more zealous, 
and efficient in carrying out measures of reform than many of 
those whose long continuance here had rendered them Jess 
watehful of abuses. One of the gentlenan’s objections io a 
large body was, that it would be tardy and inefficient jn legis- 
lation; but Mr. A. did not look upon this as an evil. One of 
the greatest blessings of a Republican Government was, that 
measures of a dowdtful characier could not be hurried through, 
10 the injury of the people. A large body of Representatives 
would always act promptly enough when they had the public 
sentiment with them; and it was only when it was doubtful 
whether the people favored certain measures that there was 
difficulty in passing them. 

Mr. A. then coimbatted the argument that a large House 
of Representatives would be liable to disorder and confusion, 
and contended that it was not warranted by experience; and 
that a House of three hundred members would be as orderly 
and as efficient as a smaller one, and as prompt in legislation 
ag the good of the country required. 

Mr. REYNOLDS argued at some length in favor of such a 
ratio as would enable the Siate of Ilinois to swap a fraction of 
fifty-two thousand for a member; and spoke strongly on the 
propriety of districting the States throughout the Union. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved to amend the amendment by striking out 
53,999, and inserting 50,391. 

Mr. ATHERTON modified his amendment so as to read 
53,875. 

Mr. BRIGGS had submitted this amendment, he said, with a 
view to try the sense of the committee on one point, which was 
this: The ratio proposed by him was the largest ratio which 
would leave every State in possession of its present number of 
Representatives. Mr. B. then glanced briefly at some general 
considerations which would influence his mind in voting for the 
ratio he had designated, though his own preference was for the 
number ag it now stood in the bill, [i. e. 60,500.) 

Mr. STOKELY spoke mainly in opposition to the amend- 
mant of Mr. Brices. Mr. S. was in favor of keeping the House 
down to its present number, and, as the country increased, of 
increasing the ratio of representation and the area repre- 
sented. 

Mr. WM. C. JOUNSON deprecated the introduction of party 
considerations into this debate, and urged the settlement of the 
question purelyon its own merits. He replied to the ar 
ments of Mr. Stoxery, and other gentlemen, in favor ofa large 
ratio, and advocated an increase of representation as best 
adapted to diminish the Executive power, to the corret ex- 
pression of the popular will, and as in conformity to the set- 
ued policy heretofore pursued, as demanded by the augmenta- 
tion of the population and extension of the territory of the 
United States. The present number of the House of Repre- 
yentatives was less, in proportion to the number of electors, than 


that of any legislative body in the world” Ie should vote for 
the amendment of the gentleman from New Hampshire [Mr. 
ATHERTON; } and if this failed, would vote for any smaller num- 
ber down to 50,000, as calculated to distribute equally the frac- 
tions among the different States. 3 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky, advocateđa large ratio, and 
replied ts the arguments of the geatlemen from Maryland, 
(Mr. Wm. C. Jounson,] and New Hampshire,[M:. Ataerron J 
if the members of the House were the representatives of the 
people, and reflected the popular will, that will would as truly. 
be represented by few as by many.- He referred tn the compo- 
sition of the House of Conimons and the Chamber of Deputies, 
and.to the scenes of confusion and disorder witnéssed there 
among their large numbers; and argued that where the number 
was so iricreased, the purposes of deliberation and reason were 
lost, as also (he concentration of purpose and unity of action 
which were necessary to clear and sound legislation. He aiso, 
conténded that the fewer the members of the House, the higher 
would be their character, the more libera! and enlarged their 
views, the greater their. individual re-ponsibilisy, and the less 
their liability to be swerve] hy Executive influence. 

If a Jarge number were elected, they were withdrawn from 
the State service, and a greater number of poiitical aspirants 
set in motion. He referred to the argument against a reduction 
of the members of thé old States, contending that no inequality 
would in this manner be created, as they preserved their com- 
parative strength and relative proportion. Jte also argued that 
the consideration of economy should not be overlooked, as an 
argument for the reduction of the representation. 

Mr. TILLINGUAST said the subject resolved itself into two 
simple propositions: one to reduce the number of the House, 
onthe principle, in consideration of the convenience and de- 
spatch of business, and the ease and quietness of deliberation, 
that it would be safer to trust the legislation of the country toa 
select body more similar in its composition to the Senate; and the 
other, to observe the democratic principle of representation, as 
styied by the gentleman from New Hampshire, [Mr. AtnERTON,] 
up to the point of retaining the present representation of each 
State. ‘Phe House had decided, as to the fiest, that the number 
was not to be reduced, and, by the number adopted, it had been 
increased, He was for taking the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Massacliusets [Mr. Briges] for the purpose ef ef 
fecting the latter object, which only remained for their execu- 
tion. 

My. T. yieldel, for the purpe 
UNDERWOOD and STOKELY. 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia laid down the following propo i- 
tions as axioms, viz: That the unrepresented fractions in the 
whole Union should be small; that the fracuions of each sec- 
tion of the Union sheuld be small; that the average fractions 
from. the different sections should be nearly the same; and that 
the number of States having very large fractions should be 
very few. We referred to and based his argument on a calcu- 
lation made by Professor McKay of Franklin College, Georgia, 
embracing the different ratios between 70.000 and 55,000, and 
Chence advocated, as possessing all the abovementioned requi- 
sites, the ratio of 56,276; into an examination of the resnits of 
which :o the differentsections of the Union, and to the individu- 
al States, he entered. : 

Mr. C. yielded for explanations to Messrs. TILLINGITAST, 
EVERETT , and PENDLETON, and, without concluding, gave 
way to a motion by 

Mr. THOMPSON of Indiana that the committee rise. 

Which motion prevailing, the commitiee rose and reported 
progress. 

My. FILLMORE, on leave given, offered the following reso- 
lution; which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be required, if practi- 
cable, to furnish this House with a copy of the bill, accompa- 
nied by a tabular statement, of the proposed modification of 
the tariffuf Great Britain as recently introduced into the House 
of Commons, giving in paralel columns insuch table: 1st. The 
present duty; 24. The proposed modification as to foreign Gov- 
erumeats; gd. The proposed modification as to thé colonies 
and dependencies of Great Britain: and in each case where the 
da'y, actual or proposed, ts by the hundred weight, give its 
equivalent -by the poand; or where itis by the doze or gross, 
give its equivalent by the sing'e article or pair; and where sach 
duty is specific, giving, as near as practicabie, in a separate 
column, is equivaient ad valorem duty; and in ail cases re- 
ducing the denomiations of money to that of the United 
States. 

On motion of Mr. BOWNE, 

The Louse adjourned. 


es of explanation, to Messrs, 


The following petitions were presented by Mr. 
REN: 

A petition of Mesars. Arnold, Prost,and Co., of the county of 
Ulster, in the State of New York, manufacturers, pray 
adoption of such a tari as will protect domestic tabt 
enterprise from the injurious effects of foreign competition. 

A petition of citizens ef the State of New York, praying that 
the act granting pensious to widows of deceased Rev Q 
ary soldiers, which expired on the 4thof March, 1841, may be 
revived, : 

A petition ef Jacob Lawson, a Revolutionary soldier, pray- 
ing for a grant of military bounty land. 


IN SE 


DAY, April 26. 1942. 

Mr. BAYARD pr ted a memorial from certain merchants 
and trad of Ph iphia, recommending a tariif such as 
wou'd a adequate revenue for the support of Government, 
as the best means te restore the currency and revive the pros- 
perity of the country: referred to the Committee on Manulac- 
tures, . 

Mr. CHOATE presented a petition from sundry citizens of 
Boston, for the erection of a fog-bell, to be rung by the action 
of the tide; which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
moerse. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON presented a petition from Jobn A, 
Rockweil, praying confirmation of his title toa quarter section 
of langin Minois; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. ' . 

Mr. IL alo presented a petition from the inhabitants of 
Wondstock, in the State of Connecticut, against the annexation 
of Texas to the United States; which was laid on the table. | 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from three individ- 
uals engaged in the manufacture of wire, in Pittsburgh, repre- 
resenting that, after the present tarif shall have arrived at its 
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minimum reduction, (20° per: cent.) all those engaged in the 
manufacture of this article in the United States will be obliged: 
to suspend operations; and they ask: for a higher’ duty. than 20 
percent. for protection’: referred to the Committee on: Manus 
factures, ; . Pee eee 
_ Mr. WOODBRIDGE presenteda memorial from certain cii? 
izens of Michigan, in favor of such a tatiff.as will afford ‘ad- 
equate means to defiay the expenses of the Government, 10. 
pat the country in a proper state of defence, and, at. thë same- 
lime, give necessary support to the industry: of the country.: 

referred to the Committee on Manufactures, ; ae 

On. motion of Mr. KERR, the report of the Secretary of War, 
covering the proceedings of the court of inquiry on the charges 
against Colonel De Russey, was ordered to be printed, i 

On motion of Mr. KERR, leave was granted to withdraw 
from the files of the Senate the papers of the legal representa- 
tives of Benjamin Harrison. PR D 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, re- 
ported back to the Senate, and adversely to its passage, House 
biH for the relief of Hugh W. Wormley; and reported back, 
without amendment, and witha recommendation that it do pasg,‘ 
Senate bill for the relief of Jacob Greaves. ; 

Mr, GRAHAM, from. the Coramittee on Pensions, reported 
back, an: adversely to its passage, House bill for the relief of 
Betsey Vreeland; and reported back, without amendment, and. 
witha recommendation that it.do pass, House bill for the relief 
of Elizabeth Howe, of Ayon, New York. 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Military Affairs, re- 
ported a bill in behalf of Mary Thompson, widow of Lient. 

Col. Alexander R. Thompson; which wastead, and ordered.tg 
asecond reading, ‘ 5 w, 

Mr. BATES, from the Committee on Pensions, made adverse 
reports on the petitions of Sarah Allen and Margaret A. Askins, 
for pensions; which were ordered to lie on the ‘table and be 
printed. : : 

Also, reported back to the Senate, with a recommendation 
that they do pass, without amendment, House bill for the relief’ 
of Samuel B: ITugo, and Senate bil) for the relief of Joseph $.. 
Martin; and with an amendment, aud a recom mentation that it 
do pass, an act for the relief of Sarah Bosly, widow of William 
Besly, deceased, and previous thereto widow of Dr. Henry 
Adams, é 

Also, reported bask, aud adversely to their passage, Wouse 
bills for the relief of Mary Wolfe, of Pennsylvania, and. grant- 
ing a pension to Esther Sawyer. 

On motion of Me. BATES, the Committee on Pensions was 
discharged from the further consideration of the petition of Ja- | 
cob Siye for an invalid pension. 

Mr. McROBERTS, from the Committee on the Post OF 
fice and Post Reads, made adverse reports on the petitions of 
William P, Allen and Martin Thomas; and the petition of Sam. 
uel H. Row, postmaster at Port Hudson, la.; and the conimitiee 
was discharged from their further consideration. : 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a petition from Charles Kohler, of 
New York, praying remuneration for his services in Fidyida, 
in the winter of 1839-’40, in the nature of salvage: referred to 
the Committee on Claims, 

TH NEW BOOKS THAT WERE TO BE OPENED,: 

The following resolution, submitted by Mr. Woopsury oÑ 
yesterday, was taken up and agrecd to, viz: i 

Resolved, That. tbe Secretary of the Treasury report to the y 
Senate the extent to which new books have been opened in his 
Departmentsince the 4th of March, 1841, for keeping the pub- 
lic accounts separate, from that date; and a copy of the orders 
given and circulars issued iu re‘ation thereto, or in respect to 
the returns by disbursing officers of their expenditires since. 
said date, or on demands accruing since, and if keeping ‘them: 
distinct from those which accrued before. And that he far- 
ther report what has been the result of opening any such books, 
and giving directions concerning the above matters being kept’ 
separate; and what appears, from the new books or atherwire, 
to have been the amount of expenditures since the 4th of March, 
1841, to the 4th of March, 1842, and those in the year previoue,’ 
set out separately, not only in the aggregate, but under the sey- 
eral heads of civil, military, and naval. Also, to state the 
amount ofdemands accruing from the 4th of March, ISH, to the 
4th of March, 1842, if in his power so to do. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives of John H. 
Hall was taken up asin committee of the whole, and Mesars. 
KING, WRIGHT, and YOUNG made some remarks, showing 
that Mr. Hall had already received from the United States at 
least “$29,583 90 for superintending the manufacture of his 
rifles, and for hisinvention; and showing, on reports, that the 
rifles were of no utility; thatthey were dangerous to those in 
whose hands they were placed, and would, if brought into gen- 
eral use, be destructive of the efficiency of the army. hry 
were followed, on thesame side, by some remarks from Mr. 
RENTON, explanatory of the action of the Committee on 
Military Affairs with reference to the subject, and showing that 
they had, in investigating the bill, relied on the favorable state- ` 
ments ofthe Department, 

Messrs. ARCHER and PRESTON defended the bill ; and, in 
support ofit, cited the reports of the board of officers who tested’ 
the rifle, and of the Engineer Department, which. spoke in the 
highest terms of its utility and efficiency. They maintained 
that Mr. {Tali had not received adequate compensation for the 

use of the invention by the United States. : 

On motion of Mr. KING, the further consideration ofthe 
bill was postponed tili Monday next. — g 

The orders of the day, brought up,as in committee ofthe whole, 
the unfinished business of yesterday, being the biil to pros 
vide furcher remedial justice in the courts of the United States; 
io which Mr. Cnoare had offered amendments, ordered to bo 
printed last eveniag, but not yet formally the. pending ques- 

tion. NEAS: 

Mr. BERRIEN, chairman of the Judiciar Committee, wio 
had reported the bill, proceeded, at considera! length, tox. 


plain its main provisions and objects. _ A ` 

The first provision gave to any justice of the Sypreme Court 
ofthe United states, or to any fusge of a district art f the 
United States, in addition to the power already canferrhd by 


law, the power to grant writs of habeas corpus, in “all eases, 
of apy prisoner or prisoners in jail er-confinement, committed 
under any authority or law of the United States, or any okthem, 
for aron account of any act done, or omitted to be done, under 
or by virtue of the Canstitution, or any law or treaty of the 
United States, or claimed ander the law of nations, or commis- 
sien, or authority of any foreign State or sovereignty, Andon 
yeturn. of the writ, the justice or judge shall proceed to hear 
the case; and if,on hearing it, the accused shall be entitled to his 
discharge, cn the plea set up for privilege, protection, or exemp- 
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tion, ‘shail have power to discharge the prisoner accordingly, ~ 
But if the accused shall not be so entitled, the justice or judge 
shall remand him, 00° : e ae 

. Another provision is. that from any decision of such justice 
or judge, an appeal:-may be taken to the circuit court ofthe Uni- 
ted States for the district in which thecauseis heard; and from 
the judgment of that court, to the.Supreme Court of the United 
States; pending which proceedings or-appeal, and until 
and -afer’ final judgment Yendered, orof discharge,- any 
proceedings against ‘the accused in any State court, or by au- 
thority of any State, for any matter or thing so heard and-de- 
termised, or in process under the writ of habeas cor pus, shail 
be:déemed oulland void. Mr. Borrren:having thus explained 
the provisions of the bill, proceeded to show the necessity which 
experietice had proved to exist, of extending to the Federal ju- 
risdiction the rightof issuing and acting upon the habeas corpus 
writ in those cases enumerated, to which that authority had not 
before been extended; When the motion should be made-to 
arnend the'bill as proposed: by the Senator from Massachusetts, 
[Mr. Cuoarz,] he should make no objection, though he had 
cousidered the bill framed to embrace the principle; he should 
therefore treat of the bill as if so amended. 

He could conceive of only three objections to the bill: First, to 
the process; second, to the mode of its appliéation or issue; and 
thd as to the constitutional propriety of the jurisdiction as- 
serted, ; 

To these three points he would address himself for, the 
present, leaving all further argument to arise out of such 
discussion as might be made in the progress of the bill. 


With regard tothe first, he contended that the high venera- 
tion and importance attached by our ancestors to the hubeus 
corpus writ, had induced them to bring it with them fram the 
mother country; and it was quite in accordance with the spirit 
with which it was framed and cherished, to extend its benefits 
to foreigners, on the same principles of justice that it was in- 
tended should guard the privileges of citizens. The object was 
to allow.a foreigner prosecuted in one of tae States of the Union 
for an offence committed in that State, but which he pleads hag 
been committed under authority of his own-sovereignty, or the 
-authority of the laws of nati ns, to be brought up on that issue 
before the only competent judicial power to decide upon mat- 
ters involved in foreign relations or the law of nations. The ` 
plea must show that it has reference to the laws or treaties of 
the United States, or the law of nations and showing this, the writ 
of habeas corpuais awarded to try thatissue. “Ifit shall appear 
thatthe individual accused has a bar onthe plea alleged, itis right 
and proper that he should not be delayed in prison, awaiting the 
proceedings ofthe State jurisdiction, on the preliminary issue 
of his plea at bar. Ifsatrsfied of the existence in factand validi- 
ty in law of the bar, the fe eral jurisdiction will have the power . 
of adminisieving prompt relief; dut if the plea should not be 
justified, the remanding ofthe person will ensure the aim ofall 
—justice, speedy action, and decision. 

Mr. B, in like manner reviewed the second and third objec- 
tions anticipated. He suppored, afer all, that the real diff- 
culty which gentiomen opposed to thebil may feel is, as to the 
constitutional power of Congress to pass. such a law. He 
would, therefore, adress himself principally to the question of 
the power of Congress over the matter. ‘Khe bil proposes to 
extend the. writ of habeas corpus to various cases, to whichit 
cannot now, reach under any existing law. The law of 1789 
extends the writ to two cases only—where the party is im- 
prisoned under authority ofthe United States, or for the purpose 
of being prosecuted by the United States. his bill extends 
the writ of habeas corpus to persms imprisoned by individuals. 
Ic. interferes with State jurisdistion in two cases; whenever 
there exista.a plea at bar dependent upon the jaws ar treaties 
of the United States, or under the law of-nations, involving the 
rights.ofa foreign sovereigaty. Te asked how could the exer: 
cise of sucha federal power infringe upon the reserved sove- 
reign rights ofa State, when it only assertsihe corrective power 
of the federal tribunal, resorted w every day through the me- 
dium of the appellant jneisdiction of the Supreme Court, 
even in civil cases? ‘The same power that is compe- 
tent to exercise this control, is competent to exercise a 
similar control in criminal prosecutions. This woint had 
been settled by the highest judicial authority. He wonld 
cite the case of Coen against the State af Vi a. That 
was.a case in which a criminal prosecution was entered 
in the State of Virginia for an offence committed in Virginia by 
oue of its own cilizens, combining all the circumstances of spe- 
cial jurisdiction, Coen was convicted; but, believing his-case 
was subject:to the federal jurisdiction, be appealed to the Su. 
preme.Courtandit-wasiecided by,the chief justice and associates 
that the law.of ’89 reached to criminal cases as weil ag civil, 
But this was further sustained in the case of Worcester against 

Georgia, (see 6 Peters, page 515,) in which the chief justice 
rononnceda most decisive opinion, sustaining the same view 

e had taken of the corrective power of the federal judiciary in 
criminal as well as civil cases. ; : 


In the concurreat opinions of the other justices, it was even 
maintained that the necessity and propriety of this corrective 
power in criminal cases was more imperative than in civil 
cases. Mere Mr. B. read the report of the proceedings in the 
cage cited. 

He considered this point had been well established: that the 
Constitution fully authorizes the Federal interference with the 
State jurisdiction in al! cases affecting the laws or treaties of the 
United States, or the law of nations, It must be evident, then, 
that, whether the interference be by original process in the 
Federal courts, or through the appellant jurisdiction of the Su- 
preme Court, the decision of the Federal jurisdiction does not 
trench upon any reserved sovereign power of the State. Judge 
Story points out clearly that it is part of the judicial power con- 
ferred by the Constitution on the judicial department, and that 
itis equally applicable to cases of original or appellant juris- 
diction. The cases of Coen and Worcester showed the exer. 
cise of the appellant jurisdiction. This bill, therefore, inferred 
the undeniabic right of Congress to extend the original jurisdic. 
tion as far ag the appellant jurisdiction had been exercised. 

He cited, also, the case of Osborne against the Bank of the 
United States. 

The bill extends the hateas corpus, also, to any person 
pleading an act authorized by the law of nations, or by the 
commission or authority of a foreign State. By the provision 
of the amendment offered by the Senator from Massachusetis, 
(Mr. Croate} this would be limited to a foreign subject domi- 
ciled in the state or power giving him the authority or commis- 


‘sone: That, he thought, was sufficiently provided for in the 
ws elf, as no citizen of the. Ynited States could plead the law j 


of nations; ov authority of a foreign power, ia bar of the juris- 


diction of any: State in which he was, guilty of an offence.“ - 

He referred very briefly to the other provisions of the bill. 
He then quoted the opinions of Chief Justice Jay, (see 3d Story, 
page 500, or 2d Peters, condensed, page 635,).in the case of em 
against the State of-Georgia; in which ten cases of national 
jurisdiction are laid down. He also referred to the Federalist, 
quoted in same book, (3d Story, page 565,) irom which he read 
a passage, asserting the necesstty of national jurisdiction in 
cases involving the tranquillity and peace of the Union with 
foreign powers. - pete ari 

He maintained thatthe framers of the Constitution, in con- 
vention, manifested an extraordinary solicitude to vest in the 
federal jurisdiction the right of deciding upon all casea, between 
foreigners and this country, affecied:by the laws of natiors. It 
might beasked, was the law of nations any part of the laws of 
the United States? It was a question not dependent on general 
argument: the judicial tribunals of the United States had re- 
peatedly decided that the law of nations was part of the code 
of the United States; and this was successfully maintained 
and affirmed in a late case, which would be found in 14 Peters, 
page 569, establishing the proposition that the law of nations is 
incorporated in the laws of the United States; and, therefore, the 
federal courts have special jurisdiction over all such: cases. 
This being the case, the bar set up by a foreigner prosecuted 
against the jurisdiction of the State tribunals, may be pleaded 
succesefully, on the ground of the supremacy of the judicial 
authority of the United States, in questions involving the law 
of nations incorporated in the laws of the United States. 

He referred to the 8th section of the firs: article of the Con- 
stitution, for the authority of Congressto pass any law necessary 
to carry into effect any of the powers granted by the Constitu: 
tion. The question then arose, was it the constitutional daty 
of this Government to give a foreigner the protection due to 
him under the law of nations? And this Government having the 
power toadminister the laws of the United States, of which the 
law of nations isa part, how could it be doubted that it has the 
right to afford the protection claimed under the law of. nations? 
There were other incidental powers, such as the foreign power 
and commercial power; all dependingon the Jaw of nations, 
There was also the treaty-making power andthe war power; 
the exclusive jurisdiction in admiralty cases; all subjected to 
the control of the Federal Government—showing that the juris- 
diction over foreign relations, in every possible inci tent, devolves 
on this Government. , 

If the Government of the United States is bound to assert 
and maintain those. powers for the protection of her own citi- 
zens, under the law of nations, she is equally bound in justice 
to reciprocate the protection to the foreigner Who should chance 
tobe withinthe limits af the United States under similar cir- 
cumstances. He supposed the case which might arise out of 
the detention of United States citizens in Mexico; and asked, if 
the release of those citizens was denied. on proof of their peace- 
ful intentions, would not the cause of quarre! which might en- 
sue be the violation of the law of nations? On the other hand, 
if those citizensave released on the demand of this Government, 
would it notbe in consequence of the good faith of both nations 
in thelaw of nations? 

The conduct of foreign relations belongs to the General Gov- 
vernment. Congress may legislate with regard to these foreign 
relations, and the Jimit ofthe Congressional Jegislation in that 
respect, is the only limitation thatcan be made to the judicial 
power of the United States, But the whole legislative power 
of Congress js subjected to the action and interpretation of the 
jedicial department. Thus are the legislative and judicial 
powers commensurate with each other, This has been repeat- 
edly affirmed by the decisions of the Supreme Court of the 
United States. 

Mr. CHOATE then moved his amendments, (which Mr. 
BERRIEN agreed to accept, as follows, viz: 

“ Tn Jine 16, strike out the word ‘or, where it first occurs, 
and insert : 

“ And in all cases of any prisoner or prisoners in jail or con- 
finemen:, where he, she, or they, being subjects or citizens of a 
foreign state, and domiciled therein, shal} be committed or con- 
fined, or in custody, under or by any authority or Jaw, or pro- 
cos founded thereon, of the Waited States, or of any one of 
them.” 

“In line 27, after the word ‘cause,’ insert: 

“ By intervenuon of a jury, if the prisoner demand it,” 

“Jn line 33, after the word * judge,’ insert: 

“ By intervention of a jary, if the prisoner demand it.” 

Mr. WRIGHT suggested whether it would not be proper to 
extend tho right of trial by jury to either party. 

Mr. BERRIEN explained, that considering the yizht of the 
accused to atrial by jury asa privilege secured to him by the 
Constitution, he had not thought it necessary. to embody any 
Provision of that nature in the bill; buthe accepted the amend- 
ment, because he considered it applicable not to the main ques- 
tion of the accusation, but to the collateral issue of his plea at 


- bar. 


Mr. CHOATE considered it in the analogy and spirit of the 
amendment to the Constitution to secure the right of the ac- 
cused to the trial by jury, notwithstanding his appeal to the ha- 
beas corpus, 

Mr. BERRIEN. did not believe that the petitioner, under 
either the bill or amendment, would be entitled to a trial by 
Jury on his appeal for the habeas corpus; he had. however, ac- 
cepted the amendmenton general principles, giving the option 
of trial by jury to the accused. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN observed that it seemed to him the 
adoption of this amendment would lead to embarrassment, and 
bring abont the very evil the Senator from Massachusetts 
seemed anxious to avoid, The trial by jaryon the collateral 
issue would lead tothe developmentof all the evidence. He 
explained many difficulties which would arise out of this mode 
of proceeding; from-which he concluded the amendment would 
complicate the whole matter, If this amendment be adopted, it 
will involve the necessity of various explanatory sections. Be- 
sides, it was an innovation on the practice of the Federal Gov- 
ernment. Jle was opposed to it, and felt obliged to vote 
against it. 

Mr. CHOATE regretted to find himselt opposed to the judg- 
ment of the Senator from Kentucky; but he thought, if the Sen- 
ator’s apprebensions were that injustice might ensue to the 
accused, he might soothe himself by the consideration that it 
was left to the prisoner himself to be his own judge, and to de- 
cide whether he would put the issue on a trial by jury, or not, 
The process might be irregular; but so would be the whole of 
the proceedings. He therefore concurred with the Senator so 
far as he asserted that it was not according to the practice of 


the Federal Government. But inasmuch as the proposition 
gave the accused ah additional chance for his life, he should 
adhere to his motion., + . 

The question was then taken on the amendments severally, 
and the first was adopted; the remainder rejected: Yeas 11, 
nays 18, g 

Mr. BUCHANAN intimated his desire to speak on the sub- 
ject; but the hour being Jate, asked its postponement, 

Mr. EVANS gave notice that he would ask to take up the ap- 
piSnriadon bill on Thursday, and to continue it from day to day, 
tH decided. - | ; : 3 

Mr, BUCHANAN observed that this wasthe first time he 
had asked for a postponement, for the purpose of reading 
authorities. He did not wart more than a day’s delay; but he 
would move the postpohement ‘to Friday, that it might not ih- 
terfere with the approptiation bill. : i 

The motion wae agreed to; and 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tugspay, April 26, 1842, 

The journal of yesterday was read and approved, 

Mr. WELLER, of Ohio, asked leave at this time. to present 
certain proceedings of a meeting of the Democratic party held 
id Ashtabula county, Ohio, condemnatory of the course pursued 
in Congress by their late Representative {Joshua R. Giddings] 


upon certain subjects. 
Mr. STANLY. 


Objection was nade D 4 

Mr. WELLER moved a suspension of the rnles; on which 
motion the vote stood—ayes 37, noes not counted. i 

So the rules were not suspended; and the proceedings were 
not received, 

Mr. WOOD, of New York, asked leave at thistime to offer 
the following resolution, which was read for information: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to re- 
Port to this House, as soon as practicah'e, the estimated amount 
necessary to finish the construction of the dry dock at Brooklyn, 
New York, and to furnish, in tabular form, the enumeration of 
the several articles already purchased on account of existing 
appropriations; of whom procured, and by what mode, whether 
by-contract or advertised proposals, or verbal agreement; the 
pricesat which procured, and whether at the instance of the 
Navy Commissioners or by the Navy agent or other officers; 
and that he further report how and by what mode, and of whom 
and at what prices, the-principal articles for repairs and cons 
struction of ships of war and for yard purposes, are now pur: 
chased at the Brooklyn navy yard. 

Mr. EVERETT and others objected, 

APPORTIONMENT BILL. 

Oa motion of Mr.AIOPKINS, of Virginia, the House resolv- 
ed itself inta Committee ofthe Whole on the state uf the Union, 
(Mr. ALLEN; of Maine, in the chair,).and resumed the considera- 
tion of “a bi for the apportionment of Representatives among 
the several Sthtegaccording to the sixth census, 

The state of the question when the committee rose last eve- 
ning was as follows: 

On Thursday Jast the committee had determined to fix the 
representation in Congress, under the new census, at the ratio 
of one Representative for every sixty thousand five hundred of 
federal population; [which said number had been proposed, 
severally, by Mr. Coopar, of Georgia, aad Mr. J. C. LARK, of 
New York.] 

And Mr. ATHERTON had yesterday moved toamend the bil) 
by striking out all after the word “every,” in the sixth line, aad 
inserting 53,875 persons in each State,” &c. 

Which proposed amendment Mr. Bricos had moved to 
amend, by striking out “53,875,” and inserting “50,391.” 

And the pending question was on the amendment to the 
amendment. 

Mr. BRIGGS modified his amendment so as to read £6,179, 

Mr. M. A. COOPER, of Georgia, resumed and concluded his 
remarks from yesterday, in favor of the ratio suggested by him, 
of 56,276; replying to some of the arguments of other gen- 
Uemen, and examining, seriatim, the various ratios proposed 
by them, andthe results thereof. % 

Mr. WHITE, of Indiana, spoke briefly in favor of reducing 
the number which had been fixed upon in committee on Thurs: 
day last—a number which, he said, it was known, had been has- 
tily introduced, and ata time when members were not prepared 
with their calculations. That number seemed to be fixed upon 
with so much unanimity, that he confessed he had felt disposed 
to regard it asthe propernumber. Subseqitent reflection, how- 
ever, had convinced him that it was wrong. It seemed as if 
it had veen fixed upon in caucus among the members: of the 
large States. It would leave a fraction of four hundred thou. 
sand inhabitants of this couatry—and that fraction, too, falling 
on the weaker portion of the Union. In saying this, Mr. W. 
disclaimed any overweening partiality for the slaveholding sec. 
tion of the country. His object was to do justice—that the 
fragments should he equally distributed—and that, if they must 
fall somewhere, they should fall on the larger States, ag being 
the better able to support them, ‘ 

It was intended by the framers of the Constitutio i 
House should be the popular branch of this orrian Hey 
ratios had time after time been established, and they had been 
invariably increased: in proportion as our population had in- 
creased, the ratio had been increased : and in proportion as the 
ratio was decreased, the character of this House for popularity 
and democracy was diminished. He would be Willing to go for 
the number as it now stood, (uader the otd ratio,) 47,500. Mr. 
W. coniended that a small House would destroy its representa. 
tive character entirely. The character of the House should be 
assimilated as nearly as possible to the. character of the people 
whom it represented; 

After a brief conversation between the CHAIRMAN 
FILLMORE es to the state of the question— pena Mr, 

Mr. GORDON replied to some preceding speakers whose re- 
marks, yesterday. on the French Chamber of Deputies and the 
British House of Commons, were, as he conceived, a reflection 
om the democratic features of those Governments, He also 
contended that the sages who established our form of govern- 
ment were in favor of a low ratio, to secure a representation of 
the people, and the greatest good of the greatest number. He 
desired the will of the people to be represented ; and he was 
Opposed to a reduction of this body, which would engraft upon 
it a feature of aristocracy. Some gentlemen had appealed to 
them to reduce the number, on the ground of economy—thus 
making the question one of dollars and cents; but he asked 
whether the principles of the Government were to be given up 
for the sake of a few thousand dollars? He was an advocate 
for all proper economy, and he might contend that they had no 


tight.to giveaway. the public money to the widow ofa Presi- 
‘dent, Or to. anybody else; but he could not. forget hia: duty as a 
member of a representative Democracy, and, as such, he should 
discard all false notions of economy. he Senate was the re- 
preneniaion of sovereign and independent States, and that 
ody was designed to be a check.on the hasty legislation of this 
branch; but this House was the representative of the people 
of the States, as 
Mr EVERETT said he should go against the amendment 
adopted by the committee, (inserting the ratio of 60.500,) and 
Would vote for any number in committee by which that ratio 
Gould bestricken out, Ifhisown State were the only State that 
‘Would suffer, he did not know that he should have.complained 
‘Of this ratio, because they could fix no ratio, without fractions 
‘were represented, bul would bear hard on some of the States. 
He read from ‘a calculation, showing the inequalities of the 
fracticrs by this ratio, Te appealed to the Jarge Siates to ac- 
quire at least some credit for maznanimity when they. could not 
help it, for he tid them at once that they. could not carry the 
ratio named, They mightin this House; but there were twenty- 
one States represented elsewhere, which would not maintain it. 
There was something in 70,660 and in 50,178 to recommend 
-Sach of them; and there was very litte to reéommend interve- 
ning numbers. No number could be found that bore on so few 
States, and with as little hardship, as 70,680. The ratio of 
50,179 preserved to every State its present representation. Hoe 
did not think 200 or 217 was a small House, or 305 a large House; 
and, therefore, the question. was not presented between the ex- 
tremos, so that they were called on to decide between the policy 
of a large anda small House. He had been in the habit of be- 
tieving that the best part of the business they transacted was de- 
bating It was from debates here, and here alone, that the peo- 
pig ere intorno of their affairs, i 
`Me. ielded, for purposes of interrogatory, to Messrs. W. 
and SHIELDS PtP a ekg ENRE 

Mr. BIDLACK wished to say a word or two, more by way of 
explanation to many gentlemen who. had solicited him to vote 
tostrike out the ratio now in the bill, than for the purpose of 
influencing the votes.of others. I had been said that the ratio 
of 60,500 had boen inserted in the bill in consequence of a cau 
cus among the members from the large States. It was due to 
himself to state that he knew ofuo caucus, and did not believe 
one was held. ‘The ratio of 60,500 was not his favorite num: 
ber, and he would go forany number that would not increase 
thesize of the House. After having given the subject a tho- 
rough examination in the committee of which he was a mem- 
bet, and aiter listening attentively to all the arguments that 
had been made here, he still remained conscientiously opposed 
to increasing the number of the Representatives. He went for 
the number proposed by the committee, not because it was 
more favorable to his own State, but because he believed it 
would be more just towards all the States thanany other. He 
would not go into an argument to show the reasons which had 
influenced his mind to the conclusion at which he had arrived, 
but would content himself with repeating the remark of a 
French writer—that when a legislative body was increased be 
yond a certain number, it degenerated into a mob. 

Mr. FILLMORE rose to saya word in reply to a remark 
thrown out by the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. WaiTe,] that 
the present ratio was the result of a caucus among the large 
States: “If there had been any such caucus, it was without his 
knowledge, and, what was more, he had never heard of it. 

- [Several voices, “ Nor t—-nor 1.7] [fe had voted on all the 
numbers, and invariably for the highest; and regretted that the 
House had not consented to fix.on the ratio of 100,000, which 
would have reduced this House toa convenient body for the 
transaction of bus ness. 

Mr. CARUTHERS said he still entertained the opinion that 
thissubject was to be dispo ed of by votes'and main strength, 
and not by argument: Ona view of the whole matter, he had 
come to the conclusion that, in accordance with the true prin- 
ciples of our Government, they oùght to enlarge this House, 
He replied to’ the arguments against this, contending that a 
large House—a House of 500 members—could as easily be 
governed by good rules, and the energetic enforcement of those 
rules, as a House of half that number; that, in a raoderately 
darge House, there would be no more debating, as the difficulty 
of getting the floor would be increased; that they would be 
less subject to Executive influence; that there would be more 
safety, more republicanism, a more perfect expression of the 
people’s will, and less temptation to the States to adopt the 
general ticket system. He went for a medium number; and 
on a full view ofthe matter, favored the ratio (53,875) propused 
by the gentleman from New Hampshire, [Mr. ATHERTON. ] 

Mr. WHITE, of Indiana, said that the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. FiLLmoRE] seemed to have taken exception toa re- 
mark made by him (Mr. W.) that the ratio of 60,500 was 
the result of a caucus among the members of the large States, 
He had asserted that, and was not prepared to retract it. There 
was probably a difference of understanding, between the gentle- 
man and himself, of the term caucus. In New York the idea 
was of a secret meeting, of a certain time, of a dark room and 
closed doors, He intended by the word to convey the idea ofa 
mere meeting together for. the purpose of acommon understand- 
ing asto measures to be adopted: Ie had seen the members from 
the large States conversing together on the subject, and to all 
intents and purposes this ratio was the result of a caucus held 
in this House. 

Mr. COOPER, of Pennsylvania, said he had proposed the 
ratio of 60,500, which had been adopted; aad he had done it with- 
out any understanding with any gentleman frora New York, 
Ohio, or Pennsylvania. Te did it, he confessed, because it sujt- 
ed his own State; but he did not intend that it should bear hard- 
ly on aay State. „He would like to know from the gentleman 
from Indiana [Mr. Ware} what it was in thisratie that mov- 
ed him—if it did not bear hard on Indiana? x 

Mr. WHITE said it was a most favorable number for Indi- 
ana, and be did not therefore oppose it on that ground. 

Mr. COOPER continued. There has always been too 
much difficulty about fractions. He went for fixing a proper 
number, and standing by it. Thisnumber had been adopted, 
and he was disposed to adhere to it, as ail numbers left fractions, 
and especially as they had been threatened that the Senate 
would not agree to it; and he hoped the committee would net do- 
part from it. j 

Mr. R. D. DAVIS, of New York, rose to say, that if such a 
caucus had been held, he had no knowledge of it. . With re- 
spect to the ratio, of which he approved, it would be borse 
in mind that it was the smallest number proposed, But be was 
of opinion that the true question was lost sight of in this debate. 
The question should be, what shall be the size of this House, 


-and whether it shall be a large or a small body; and all this 


pene Serer eee ee ere 


—————— 


protracted controversy as to how the fractions would fall on this 
or that Siate, appeared to him to bea very unimportant matter. 
Itshould.te borne in mind, that whatever might be the result of 
those fractions, they were not stationary. The progress ofa 
single year might change them; and he could see but one prin- 
ciple that should gvide them onthat subject, and that should 
be to apportion the large fractions on those Siates that were not 
growing rapidly, and the smali frattions on those that. were 
making rapid progress. He wished this House to be made the 
exponent of the people, aga people. Some gentlemen were 
afraid that this House would lose its dignity and weight by an 


increase of its number; but he had no such fear pervading his 


mind. What was it that gave dignity to the House? Wasit 
its number, its character, or its mental powers? Was that 
proud edifice an emblem of its dignity? No. What, then, 
constituted itsglory? Why, the people that they represented. 
Any nation on earth could cengregaie a bedy as wise and as 
learned as this; and there was not one district in thiscoun- 
try that coukl not send to Congress members equal to 
any within those walls. The age in which they lived 
differed from all other ages; and the government of. this 
age must differ from the governments of other ages. The 
Government of this country was not intended to be a Gov- 
ernment to make great men, or (o bring forward great men or 
elasses, ranks, or crders, in this community; but to uplift the 
great mass as an entirety and a whole, Some gentlemen were 
afraid that, if they reduced the ratio, they would have men 
bronght into that body of too little talent and toc little weight; 
but he had no such fear, Either the whole genius of our Gov- 
ernment was false, or there was no ground for such fear, He 
desired to have the common sense of the country brought into 
that House; he was for a representation of the people as men, 
and not of property; he wished to see as Jarge a body there as 
could be brought there to act conveniently together. ‘They 
were told that a large number would tend to the elevation of a 
few, and that the rest would degenerate into a mob, and, asa 
mob, be subject to the Jeadersbip of the few. But was party 
organization less apparent in the Senate than in this body? No; 
but, on the contrary, party vassalage was more rigorous there 
than it was in this larger body; and if any place in this country 
was more entitled to the appellation of a “political cock-piv” 
than anoth-r, ic was that Senate. Ife had said more than he 
intended when he rose, his object being merely to say that he 
thought the fractions were of minor importance, as they were 
cver fluctuating; and that he desired the enlargement of this 
Tfouse, so that it might be in reality the exponent and repre- 
sentative of ihe people of the country. 

Mr. POPE said, on due reflection, he was convinced that the 

number of the House ought to be enlarged, if practicable. The 
question was, what number could be conveniently assembied in 
this Halj? The greater the number, the more strongly and 
clearly wouid the public voice be heard on this floor, A large 
body of men, coming from dierent quarters of the country, 
would be mare felt by the Executive and Senate, and haye more 
power, I: was so in England and France. No department of 
Government could stand against the power of the people. 
The veto power was culy a suspending power. He was per- 
fectly satisfied that the strengih of this Government and of the 
Union depended on the number of men they got here, A man 
who resides in a small district, who was well acquainted with 
the people, would be more likely to stand his ground when he 
was right, than the Representative of a large number; he 
would act a more independent part, and be more bold in ar- 
raigning corrupt men in power. If we had a large House, like 
the House of Commons, it had been said that a quorum could 
not be kepttogether. There might be something of this kind 
on unimportant questions; but when a great measure was to be 
decided on, they would be there, and reflect truly the will of the 
people. 
l lhe was very well satisfied with the ratio of 53,875, as pro- 
posed by the gentleman fron New Hampshire, (Mr. ATHER- 
ToN;] but believed he should vote for tho amendment of the 
gentieman from Massachusetts. [Mr. Briaes.]to insert 50,179. 
That would preserve to every State in the Union its present 
number, His action had been on a course of policy to assem- 
bie here from the different quarters cf the Unton as many as 
possible to see the operations of this Government, to become 
identified in feelings with this Government, to become ac- 
quainted with the public characters, and to continue to cherish 
among the different portions of the Union the feelings of ‘one 
i sible,” He wanted the public voice beard here as 
fully and correctly as practicable. F 

Mr. BOWNE rose not to enter into the discussion, but mere- 
ly to noticeand repel the accusation br i forward by the 
gent'eman from Indiana, (Mr. Write.) of something like con- 
ceri and confederation among the Representatives from the 
large States to reject ratios operating favorably to the smailer 
States. Be demel every thing like it; there was no caucus, 
or other consuftation for any such purpose, so far as he or 
any one of the New York celegation, to his knowledge, was 
concerned. 

The question was then taken on the amendment to the 
amendment, and it was decided in the affirmative: Ayes 86, 
noes 72. 

So the amendment to the amendment (as proposed by Mr. 
Brisas) was agreed to, ixing the number at 50,179, 

And the question then being onthe amendment of Me. Atu- 
BRON, as thus amended— g 

Mr. EVERETT moved an amendment, which was as fol- 
ow 

“That from and after the third day of March, one thousand 
eight hundred and forty-three. the House of Representatives 
shall consist of members elected according to the ratio thar 
shall, in the respective States, nearest approximate to the ratio 
of one Representative for every _ persons in each State, 
computed according to the rule prescribed by the Constitution 
of the United States.”* . i 

Mr E. said he had left the number ia the resolation blank, in 
order to present the principle simply to the House. If it ap- 
proved tbe principle, the number could easily be arranged af- 
terward. He considered it as the only principle which was, 
practically, constitutional; theonly principle which carried out 
the spiri i 
Congressional represen'ation. It represented the representa- 
tion of tions, in a way conformable to the Constitution. A 
perfect proportion of represent :tion to actual population was 
confessediy impracticable: if it could be obtained, that would 
be constitutional, and no other; but as iis was obviously. im- 
possible, then, to comply with the requisition of the Constitu- 
tion, we must approach as near it as practicable: and he insist- 


and meaning of the Corsutution on the subject of 


ed that the plan proposed in his amendment-did thus make the 
nearest approach to perfect equality that was practicable. On 
the present plan, suppose, for example, the legal ratio’ to ‘be 
70,630; Maine would get a Representativé for every. 71,000, 

Comittine fractions,) Massachusetts for every 72,000; and Rhode 
{sland 108.000; Alabama for every: 8,558—thusleaving in that’ 
State 10,878 persons not representedat all. - Instead of suffering 

such an inequality-as this, he. would turn thé principle the other 

way; and, as Alabama could not get one Representative. for 

every 70,680, he would give her a Representative for every- 
69,905; this would come within 774 persons of entire equality, 

He would carry the same principle all through, and thus get at 

a representation as nearly equal as possible. aoe ey 

Mr. E. réferredto a bill in our early history which had been 
negatived by General Washingten because it gave a represen- 
tation to a State for less that 30,000, contrary to tHe letter of the 
Constitution; and also because it propcsed a representation not 
effected by any common divisor: so far as the latter reason ‘was 
concerned, he doubted the propriety of the veto, ifthe princi- 
ple of equality was more nearly preserved by the number in 
the biil. Mr. E. wished the House to pass on the principle’ of 
his amendment, which, he believed, had notget been advanced, 

Mr. WISE opposed the amendment, because it represented 
fractions. fadthe object been an aggregate representation of 
the whole people as one, he should be for it; but, as the Con- 
stitution contemplated a representation by federal numbers, he 
must oppose it. The Government was federal in every feature 
—a Government based, not on popular will, but on State-will, 
The States stoodon the people—the General Government on 
the States. To represent fractions, was to establish a consoli- 
dated representation. The district system was the only system 
for the Federal Government; though in a State it might enable, 
at times, a minority to rule, in Congress it went to protect the 
weaker States against the strong. : j EA 

Mr, CHARLES BROWN opposed thè. amendment as im- 
practicable, and expressed his hope that the House would 
stick to the mode which had beén usual for go long a time. 

Mr. W. COST JOHNSON replied to Mr, EVERETT, in. oppo. 
sition to the principle he had recommended. He fortified him: 
self by the opinion of General Washington—that Congress had 
no right to sanction the representation of fractions, This was 
substantially the same principle as he had condemned by his 
veto. Should this principle of approximation be applied; it 
might happen that the (otal representation would be larger 
than would be given by the common divisor established by 
law. : j 

The question being now put on the amendment proposed by 
Mr. EvrrerTT, it was negatived without a count, 

Mr. CROSS wished to propose an amendment, which would 
strike out (he number in the pending amendment, and insert in 
lieu thereof the number 38,500. 

But the CHAIR ruled it not now in order, 

The question then recurring on the amendment of Mr. 
ATHERTON as amended by Mr. Brides, (which preposed. to ‘ins 
sert 50,179)— 

The question was taken by tellers, and decided in the afirma- 
tive: Ayes 90, noes 59. i 

So the amendment, as amended, was agreed to. 

Mr. WELLER now moved that the committee rise and Te- 
port the bill. nee 

But Mr. HALSTED signifying that he had an amendment to 
offer by order of a commiltee— 

He withdrew his motion. A 

Mr. HALSTED then said that he had been instructed by the 
Committee of Elections to report an amendment to the bill, 
which he sent to the Chair, and which amendment makes it 
imperative on all the States to adopt the district system in’ elec 
tions for members of Congress. as 

Me. ATHERTON inquired whether this amendment was 
sufficiently germane to the bill to bein order. 

The CHAIRMAN replied, that in the judgment of the Chair 
it was. ri 

Mr. ATHERTON rose to order, aid:argued to show that the 
amendment wag not in order, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD took the grousd that the. amendment 
was not in order, because it proposed to Congress to. da. that 
which it had no constitutional power to do, viz: direct the State 
Legislatures how to act in the matter of State elections to.Con- 

ress. A 

Mr. HALSTED replied, and queted the Constitution, which 
declares that Congress has power to appoint. the time, place, 
and manner of holding Staie elections. ` 

Mr. COLQUITT denied the constitutionality of such a law as 
the amendment proposed; and inquired, ifa Sta'e should refuse 
to ubey, bow it was going to be enforced? He hoped the gen- 
teman woull consest to withdraw the amendment, 

Mr. HALSTED said he could not doso, having been ordered 
to move it 

Mr. COLQUITT then said he should move as an amendment 
that the State of Gcorgia be excepted from the operation of the 
law. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of South Carolina, supported -the amend- 
ment, and contended that in this, the popular branch of the Le- 
cisiature, the true principle of the Constitution was, that minor- 
ities as well as majorities should be represented; but where'the 
general ticket system prevailed, the voice of the minority was 
snppressed. Mr. Cs motive in contending for this amendment, 
was a desire to preserve the influence of thesmall States. Geor- 
gia, New Jersey, and Alabama, now elected by. general ticket; 
and the consequence was, that, though they were entitled to 
comparatively small numbers of Representatives, yet, on all 
party questions, they had a stronger voice ihan the largest 
States, who weat on the district plan, While New Jersey, in 
such a case, made her voice tell as six, the voice of New York, 
numerous as was her delegation, told but as two. The large 
States, feeliag this, would scon resort to the plan of a general 
tic d tben what became of the influence of the small 
States? They must be lost, and’ swallowed up. Should New 
York, for example, resort to that system, though her pepula- 
ition might be so equally divided that.one. party excaered the 
other but by a single man, the preponderance of that one man 
would give to the Staté forty voteson thal floor in favor of his 
side of the question; a power egual to one sixth of all the rest of 
the Union. O4 all the questions peculiar to Southern interests, 
the Norther States, owing to the district system, were now di- 

ided, while the Southern voted in solid phalanx; but let the 
zeneral ticket prevail, and they would overwhelm thé South. 
fie had once doubted the conatitutionality of the amendment; 
but, on fuller examination, his doubts had been removed—the 
constitutional objection was whoily technical. 
< Mr. TLLEINGHAST thought the objection urged by Mr. 


RWwoop strung, and the gentleman from South Carolina 
eemed to feel iis: forcé. ‘The Constitution reserved to the 
States the right tọ regulate the time, Place, and manner of 
Sate elections just as they pleased, until Congress should take 
‘up the -subjett.aod act upon it. Congress~had 1 ot yet done 
‘this; and, fill then, it had no right. to direct the States how to 
actin the matter, T'he amendment did not legislate, but called 
on the States to legislate, which was quite another thing. 

‘Mr. THOMPSON; of Mississippi, thought the~Hlouse not 
Hrepared now to act on the subject. fe doubted the propriety 
ofthe amendment now moved, even ifit were constitutional.’ 


. “He thought things were going oh very well as they were. Why - 


change? Mr. ‘T, had also some’ objections to the. number last 
voted; itleft Mississippi 4 very large fraction. He concluded 
“by, moving that the committee rise. 
he question was taken by tellers, and the vote stcod-—ayes 
60, noes 76. : 
-Ba the committee refused to rise. . 

Mr. GAMBLE had no déubt that Congress had power to dis. 
Yictite States; but the language ofthe Constiuitioa Was mere- 
ly permissive, not obligatory. Cougress could act, if it pleased, 
upon the whole subject; but could not direct a State how to 
‘act. Should the amendment prévail, it would only pe advisory 
in itg effect: the States might comply or not; but when Con- 
gress acted authoritatively, it superseded the State action, Mr. 

"G. had always been in lavor of the district Plan, although in 
‘Georgia there had been nearly an equal division of opinion on 
that subject. The general ticket plan disabied the constiiuenis 
fror personaly knowing their Representatives: they were 
forced, from necessity, to resort to caucus arrangements. In 
one case, where a than had died just on the verge of an elec- 
tión, the dead man ran very actively and beat his living com- 
petitors, fA lau i 
~ Mr. CAMPBELL here moved some modification of the 
‘amendment of Mr. HWavsrep, not heard by the Reporter, but 
which Mr. H, expresse.t his willingness to accept as a modifi- 
cation. i 

Mr. HOPKINS said that the gentleman could not do that, ds 
the amendment was not his, but tie actof his committee. 

i Me FILLMORE next addressed the committee at eome 
length... . 
Mr, STANLY said the sky was véry lowering, and, to en- 
‘able gentlemen to get home before the storm, he moved the 
committee rise. : , 
tu No objection was made, (the thunder was rolling and the sky 
black as night;) so the committee roae and reported progress. 

Mr. CRAVENS, of Indiana, asked leave to.introduce the fol- 

"towing resolution: 4 j 
a: Whereas it js represented to this Hose that D. J: Dowling, 
& tepotter adinitted within the bar of iiis House by the cour- 
tesy of the House, has this day entered the Hall of the House in 
a state of intoxication, and has, within the Capicol, committed 
an assault and battery upon the body of Charlton Grosh, one of 
the pages of this House: Therefore 

Resolved, That a select committee of three be appointed to 
inquire into the facts connected with the suid alleged assault, 
gud report to the House what proceedings are necessary to be 
had in the premises. 

Objections were raised, and there were loud cries of “no 
quorum—adjourn.” 

The resolution was not received, 

» And then the House adjourned, 


IN SENATE. 
z Weonespay, April 27, 1312. 

Mr, GRAHAM at 12 o'clock took the cbair, 
writing from the President pro ten., Mr. 
tonfined to his room by indisposition. 

Oa motion of Mr. CHOATE, the vote referring the petition 
praying the erection of a fog bell in the harbor of Boston, to the 
Commitwe on Commerce, was reconsidered, and leave was 
granted ta the petitioners to withdraw the petition. 

Mr. BAGBY presented additional documents in relation to 
the claim of John Philips, administrator of William Walker 
and J. Phillips, for indemnification for certain depredations 
committed by the Creek Indians; which were referred to the 
Committee on Claims. : 

On motion of Mr. McROBERTS, the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads was discharged from the further cousid- 
eration of the claim of Saltmarsh & Fuller; and leave was 
granted the petitioners to withdraw ther petition and papers. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, made an ad- 
verse Feporton the petition of Glasgow, Harrison, and Boyd, of 
Missouri, asking the separation at the United States mint, free 
Of charge, &c., of the lay of gold frequently found in bars of 
silver, which they receive in their trade with Santa Fe; which 
was ordered to lie on the table, and be printed, 

Mr, E also, from the same committee, reported back to the 
Senate, with several amendments, the bill making appropria- 


on a request in 
Sewrwarp, who was 


‘tiun forthe civil and diplomatic expenses of Government for i 


the year [64¢; and the amendments were ordered to be printed, 

On motion of Mr. ALLEN, leave was granted to withdraw 

from the files of the Sengle the papers of James M. Morgan. 

Mr. CHOATE, from the Commitee on Naval Affaire, of 
which had béen referred House bill nting a pension to Ben- 
jamin Franklin, reported the same ; With the opinion of the 
committee that it should not pass without amendment 

“THE RHODE ISLAND DIFFICULTIES, 

Mv, ALLEN remarked that it world be recollected that he, 
somè time since, submitted to the Senate a resolution, calling 
upon the President of the United States to report to the Senate 
all the information which had been communicated to him as to 

“(he affairs in the Stute of Rhode Island, and the facts upoa 
‘ which hehadacted. Mr. A. said it was impossible for the Ken- 
atleto close its eyes to the tact that tere exists in that Btate a 
condition ofafluirs verging towards very serions consequences. 
I. was also impossible lor the Senate to close its eyes to the fact, 
that the President of the United States has, to some extent, in- 
terposed the Executive power between the two partiesin that 
Ste, and has thus iuier-ered with a question of State policy. 
The Senate must be aware, from its knowledge of the state of 
facts existing in Rhode Island, of the Ganger of collision between 
the two parties ofthe community in that State; and the question 
which is submitted to the Senate is, whether or not, Congress 
heing in.session, and having a full knowledge of the state of af- 
fairs so-eritical as these 
Mr. PRESTON. here interrupted the Senator from Ohio, and 
rose toa point of order. i 
LLEN. Iwas going to submit a motion to the Senate, 
alor Will make ‘his, point of order. R 


earner re aene ea aas aaea aaa 


_Justifier i iS l e, el 
~ marked that it wasno part of his intention to go intoa dicus- 


Mr. PRESTON. My point of order is, that’ there was 


Senator’s remarks are, therefore, vot in order. 

Mr. ALLEN said be was prefacing with a few remarks a 
motion which he intended to make; and, whatever might be the 
rules upon the subject, the ‘practice and courtesy of the body 

Pike course Which he was pursuing. He, however, re- 


sion of the condition of affairs in the Stateof Rhode Island. He 


bad only a few more remarks to make when he was intertupted, — 


preparatory. to submitting his moton. 

Mr. PRESTON said ho would not violate any rule of court- 
esy, but, having listénéd 16 the Senator; and Conceiving that he 
‘was going into a discussion at large ofa délitate subject, it was 
his opimion that the violation of order was clear, not knowing 
that it was the intention of the’ Senator to submit a motion. 
Besides, there was nothing before thé Senate; if there was, it 
would be another question... Although the utmost latitude in 
debate was generally permitted, he had heretofore intimated, 
and he would now fepbat, thatin relation to the state of things 
in Rhode Island, he was so exceedingly adV¥ers$ w discission, 
that he would invoke the aid of every rule of the Senate that 
would exclide debate. i k 

Mr. ALLEN said he had announced his intention to submit a 
motion to the Senate on which they could act, and not witha 
view to make a speech on a barren waste. The proposition 
was this: whether, in the existing state of affairs, (which the 
Senate knew to exist,) that body wouid remaia inert, inatien- 
tive, and careless, whiist the Executive of the United States was 
pursuing a course which was calculated to make this Govern- 
ment à party toa civil war. To say that Congress must wait 
ull coliision lakes place; was to say that Congress must do 
nothibg with the matter; which might lead, in consequence of 
the Presidents action, to a civil wat. Now he wished Con- 
gress to (ake action before the evil should arise, anil to prevent 
the evils that might arise in consequence of the action of the 
Executive. His object and desire were to call up the resolu- 
tion submitted by him, and to have it passed, so as to enable the 
President of the’ United States to give to Congress the state of 
facts upon which he had acted, and to show to what extent he 
had acted. He made the motion, that the sense of the Senate 
might be given on that motion, whe her the Execntive had a 
right to do tbat which was calculated to produce civil war; and, 
at the same time, whether Congress was to remain entirely in- 
ert and inattentive, and thus allow the President to act. “ Mr: A. 
concluded by moving to take up the resolution; and on that mo- 
tion demanded the yeas abd nays. : 

Mr. PRESTON moved to Jay the motiun on the table. 

Mr. ALLEN demanded the yeas and nays on that mation. 

Mr: SEVIER asked if the inmotion to lay on thé table wasin 
order, 

Mr. ARCHER inquired whethes it was a question to take up 
the resolution whieh was on the tadie4 

The CHAIR: Yes. 

Mr. SEVIER again inquired whether it was in order to move 
to lay on the table a motion to take up a resolution which was 
already on the table 3 

The CHAIR decided the mation to bein order. . 

Mr. LUNN: Then ìf thut motion Is in order, £ move to lay 
on the table the motion of the Senator from South Carolina, 
(Mr. Preston.) to lay the motion of the Senator from Ohio 
{Mr. ALLEN] on the table. 

The Cit AFIR decided that motion to be outof order. 

Mr. LINN then made that a point of drder, 

Mr. CALHOUN hoped the Senate would indulge him ina 
few remarks. 

Mr. PRESTON objected, 

Mr. CALHOUN, Then J will vote against the motion to lay 
Wie motion of the Senator fram Ohio (Mr. ALLEN] ca the ta- 
De. 

Mr. PRESTON now incduired of tke Chair, whether it was in 
order to debate the mation to take the resoiution up from the 
table, 

‘The CHAIR replicd that it was not. 

Mr. PRESTON. Then J withdraw the motion to lay the 
mouon of the Senator from Ohio on the table. 

‘The question now recurring on the motion to take up the reso- 
lution, the yeas and nays being demanded, were ordered. 

Mr. CALHOUN again desired to be indulged in a few re- 
marks, but objection was made. 

Mr, SEVIER called for the reading of the resolution; and it 
was read as follows: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be requested 
to communicate to the Renate all iaformation in his possession, 


` or which has been communicated to him, either verbally or in 


writing, whether from the Governor of the State of Rhode Is- 
land, or from persons purporting to act under His appointment, 
or by his anthority or request, or under the authority er request 
of any or either of the present authorities of that State, civil or 
military, or purporting to act under the authority, or by the ap- 
pointment, orat the request of a convention of delegates of the 
people of that State, or of a committee ofany such convention, 
or purporting to-act as the immediate agent or representative 
of any meeting or assemblage of citizens of that State, relative 
to the proceedings which have taken place, or are in contem- 
plation in that State, with a view to the establishment of a con- 
stitutiaval republican form of government for the people there- 
of, ia the place of.the land company charter granted by King 
Charles TI of England, and under which that Siate has hitherto 
been governed; and that he also communicate to the Senate, 
with that information, all correspondence, preclamasions, or- 
ders, and proceedings of any character and description what- 
soever, which bave been taken on the part of the Executive Gov- 
ernment of the United States touching that matter. 

The question was had, and the Senate refused to take 
rezolution on yeasand nays as follows—yeas 18, nays 20, 

YEAS—Messrs, Allen, Archer, Bagby, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Polion, Henderson, Linn, McRebests, Sevier, Smith of Con. 
necticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, 
Wright, and Yeung- 18. 

NAYS—Messrs, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choate, Clayton, 
Conrad, Cuthbert, Evans, Grabam, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, 
Phelps, Porter, Preston, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, 
White, and Woo'bridge—20, 

Mr. ALLEN gave notice that he would on to-morrow mor- 
ning renew the motion to take the resolution from the table. 

Several adverse reports of standing committees on private 
claims were taken from the table, and concurred in by the Sen- 
ate. i 

The bill to establish a board of commissioners to hear and 


up the 


examine claims against the United Staies wag taken up as in, 


no- 
thing before the Senate-upon which to found debate. The 


committee of the whole; and, on motion of Mr. WHITE of Ín- 
diana, was laid on the table. : j 

The following bills were taken up as in committee of the 
whole, considered, reported to the Senate, and ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading, viz! ODA 

The-bill forthe relief of Richard Higgins, jr. x 

The bill for the relief of Reynell Coates and Waler R. John- 
“sen; and ` 

Lhe bill for the relief of Jubal B. Hancock. , 
` ‘Lhe bill for the relief of Thomas and Ralph Haskins was 
then taken up as in committee of the whole, and, on motion of 
Mr. CLAYTON, was amended, by striking out all after the ens 
ac ing clause, anu substituting a provision m lieu thereof. The 
bili- was then reported to the Senate, the amendment was con- 
curred.in, and the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
ading. A. g 
i Tre bill for the relief of Francis A. Harrison was taken up as 
in committee of the whole, and, after a few remarks on its mer- 
its by Messrs. MOREBREAD, KING, MERRICK, and LINN, 
was passed over informally. yd g 7 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives of Nathaniel 
Pryor, deceased, was taken up as. in committee of the whole, 
and debatéd for two hours by Messrs. LINN, MORENEAD, 
PHELPS, SEVIER, and BEN'TON, in favor of its passage, and 
by Messrs. KING, BENDERSON, McROBERTS, and CAL- 
HOUN, in opposition to it; and there being no proposition to 
amend the bill, it was reported to the Senate, and ordered to be 
engrossed fora third reading. 

n motion of Mr, MERRICK, 
The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
WEDNESDAY April 27, 1€42. 

Mr. GRAHAM, of North Carolina, introduced to the House 
the Hon. ANDERSON MircHEL®, (member elect from the State 
of North Carolina, vice Lewis WILLIAMS, deceased ) who was 
qualified and teok his seat. , 

Mr. RUSSELL, of Ghio, on leave given, presented the pro- 
ceedings of-a large and respectable meeting of the citizens of 
Pike county, Ohio, recommending the collection of ample rev- 
enue, by a duty ou imports, to meet the legitimate wants of the 
Government, and thereby incidentally to protect American la- 
hor and industry. They also recommend the establishment of a 
National Bank, which wal afford a sufficient and sousd cuir- 
rency to meet the business wants of the country, In strong 
terms they condemn the frequent use of the veto power, to the 
exercise of which they attribute most.of the evils under which 
our country is now laboing. Referred to the Committee of 
the Whole va the state of the Union. f 

Mr. LINN, on leave, presented the proceedings and resolu- 
tions of a public meeting of the inhabitants of the county of 
Saratoga, New York, without distinction of party, in favor of 
the protection of American. labor; which were referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr, WELLER, on leave given, presented the resolutions of a 
public meeting in Ashtabula county, Ohio, condemnatory of the 
course of My. Giddings. . 7 

Mr. ANDREWS, of Kentucky, complained that nothing that 
was said could be heard; and he hoped that any resolutions of- 
fered would be read before they were received. 

Mi. MOORE, of Louisiana, asked leave to make a report 
from the Committee on Private Land Claims; to which, he 
said, when its purport wad stated, no objection, he thought, 
would be made, i . k 

Mr. EVERETT rose, and was understood to give notice that, 
unless the apportionment bill should be taken out of commit. 
tee to-day, he would to-morrow offer a rerolution providing that 
the bill be taken out of committee on Friday noon. 

Mr. B. was understood further to give notice of his intention 
to press the amendment he had offered yesterday; and he asked 
that it be now printed, together with an iNustration of its opera- 
tion. lt was ordered accordingly. 

Mr. MOORE renewed his motion for leave to make a report 
from the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. HOPKINS objected; and moved that the House re- 
solve itself into Conimittew of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. : ‘ : 

Mr. WOOD inquired if would now bein order for him to 
eall up the resolution he hgd offered yesterday in relation to the 
Brooklyn dry dock, &æc.? $ 

The SPEAKER said thé motion was not in order pending the 
motion of the gentleman ffom Virginia, [Mr. Hopkins. } 

i : APPORTIONMENT BILL, 


The question on the tion of Mr. HOPKINS having been 
taken ‘and: decided in the affirmative, the House again re- 
solved itself into Commitee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. ALLEN, OF Maine, in- the chair) and resumed 
the consideration of the bill for the apportionment of Repre- 
sentatives among the several States, according to the sixth 
census. 

_ The state of the question was as follows: 

Mr. HALSTED, from the Committce of Elections, had moved 
to amend the bill by adding the following, as section % . 

“And be it further enacted, That each State shall be divided, 
by the Legislature thereof, into as many districts, composed of 
contignous territory, as shall be equal to the number of Repre» 
sentatives to which said State may be entitled in the House of 
Representatives of the Congress of the United States; and that 
each of the said districts shall elect one Representative.” 

To whichamendment Mr. CAMPRELL, of South Carolina, had 
moved the following ameudment: 

“Phat in every case where a State is entitled to more than one 
Representative, the number to which tach State shall be entitled 
under this apportionment shall be elected by‘ districts composed 
of contiguous territory equal in number tothe number of Repre- 
sentatives to which said States may be entitled; no one district 
electing more than one Representative.” 

Which said amendment Mr. Haustxp had, on behalf of the 
Committee of Elections, (as the Reporter uuderstood,) accepted 
as a modification of the amendment reported from that com: 
mittee. 

Mr. CorgurrTr had then moved to amend the amendment, by 
excepting from the operation thereof the State of Georgia, ` 

And the question pending was on the amendment to the 
amendment. 

Mr. STANLY replied to some of the points of the constitu. . 


| sisting tnat- Congress was not obliged to 


tional argument of those who had opposed the amendment ins 
D i i exercise at once all the 
powers committed to. it by the Constitution in relation to the 


regulations of the time, place, and manner of holding elections 


a might exért a part, and reserve a part, at plea. 
sure, as it- constantly had ‘done in reference to other Subjects, 
where its powers were more than one. Thvs it had power to 
“regulate commerce with foreign nationa, and between the States, 
and with the Indian tribes: could itnotregulate foreign commerce 
unless it regulated, by the saine act, our commerce with the In- 
dian tribes? . Mr. S, went into several illustratfons to confinn 
this position, derived from the Ordinary practice ef the Govern. 
ment. Kt had acted for a long period on naturalization, yet not 
on bankruptcy, both being included in the same clause of the 
Constitution: ‘soit might erect e fort and do nothing in relation 
.to.dock-yards, though te power over both was given ai the 
same time. This question was, happily, free frèm all con- 
nexion with party politics. ffe advertéd to the ease with 
which a few of the larger States, by adopting the general ticket 
plan, might control the legislation of Congress; and argued the 
expediency of preventing this, by districting all the States, Ie 
was surprised that the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr Ux 
dDERWOOD] should have spoken so lghuy of the danger of Ex. 
ecutive patronage in corrupting the Louse: if that was a den 
ger to be sneered at, then the whole bady of the complaints of 
the Whig party for years had been directed agàinsta hambug; 
and the replies of their opponents were as great a humbug as 
the complaint. Te heped the amendment would prevail, as he 
was confident the general adaption of the district system would 
be of the greatest public advantage, 

Mr. GOGGIN invited the attention of Congress to the expe- 
sition, by Mr, Madison, in the Virginia convention, of the doc 
trine of the Constitution in relation to the power of Congiess to 
regulate the time, place, and manuer.of State elections for Con- 
gress, After dwelling on the. high and pure character of the 
deceased patriot, and his authority on all constitutional sub. 
jects, Mr. G. quoted from the report of the debates in the con: 
vention a speech of Mr. Madison, at considerable jength. Mr. 
G. admitted that, in strictness, Congress did possess the power 
to district the States, but protested against Its exercise as a most 
odious use of authority. JTe appealedto the committee not to 
disturb astate of things which had existed so long. The power 
was intended only to be used in the last resort, in cage the States 
should neglect or refuse to act, in order that the wheels of the 
General Government might not stop. The amendment was 
wholly unexpected, and its being thus suddenly sprung npon 
the House excited great surprise. Mr. G. kad no objection to 
the district system in itself: he preferred it; he even abhorred 
the mode of electing by general titket. He protested against 
Congressional action on the subject, because it might rereafter 
fix the general ticket system en all the States} forif Coegress 
could enjoin the one, they could the other. 

Mr. ARNOLD claimed the floors but, after some dispute, it 
was given by the Chair to 

Mr. COLQUITT, whe addressed the committee as follows: 

When asked the gentieman from New Jersey [Mr. Ian: 
STED] to withdraw his proposed amendment, it was for the pur- 
pose of cisencumbering the apportionment bill, which was 
sufficientiy perplexing, from the additional embarrassment 
which the amendment would produce. He refused to with- 
draw the amendment; and I was dissuaded from going into an 
argument upon the merits of his preposition by those around 
me, under the coaviction that the amendment would be rejected 
without debate. Since, however, the question has been dis- 
cussed, Task the attention of the committee for a short time 

. while 1 present my views upon the subject. 

Thad not expected ever to have heard this question seriously 
agitated upon this floor, or the right assumed, upen the part of 
Congress, to lay off any State in this Union into Congressional 
districts. Atthe time when Lasked a withdrawal of the amend. 
ment which asserts this power, { stated that it was a violation 
of the Constitution : and I will now proceed to its illestracion. 

This power upon the part of Congiess is claimed under the 
authority derived from the 4th section of the Ist article of the 
Constitution, which says: A ` 

“The times, places, and manner of holding elestions for Sen- 
ators and Represeñtatives shal! be prescribed in each State, by 
the Legislature tnereof; but the Congress may, at any time, by 
taw, make or alter such regulations, except as to the places of 
choosing Senators.” , y 

‘The latter part of this section, which authorizes Congress at 
any time to make ‘or regulate the time of holding an election, 
er designating the placeat which it shall be held in the Siate, 
gives rise to no debate. But ander the power to make or reg- 
ulate the manner in which the election shall be held originates 
the dispute. To what dues the manner of holding the eiection 
refer? Does it refer to the qualifications of the member to be 
elected? Certainly not; for the qualifications are defined in the 
second section of the Constitution, which says: * The Honse of 
Representatives shall be composed of members, chosen every 
second year, by the people of the several States,” &c. &e.; and 
that “no person shail be a Representative who shall not have at. 
tained the age of twenty-five years, and been seven years a cit: 
izen of the United States, and who shall not, when elected, be an 
inhabitant ofthe State in which he shall be chosen.” There 
can be no mistake as to the qualifications of a Representative ; 
andthe manner of holding an election cannot refer to those 
qualifications; nor will it be contended that the manner of held- 
ing an election can, in anywise, enlarge or abridge those qual- 
ifications. This must be conceded. 

The first position that I assume is, that the proposed amend- 
ment, instead of pointing out Aow an election sha!! be held, 
abridges the qualifications of the Representative, and intringes 
the rights of the electors. The amendment designs each State to 
be laid off in Congressional districts, that the Representative 
shall live in his district, and that none but those voters residing 
in the district shall be entitled to a vote, and that they shall 
be authorized to vote for but one. These restrictions are all, of 
necessity, connected with the district system, or it amounts to 
nothing. If the Representative may live anywhere in the 
State, and is not confined to the limits of the district laid out, or 
if the electors in each district are permisted to vote for as many 
Representatives ay the State elects, then the amendment is nu- 
gatory. But it will not be denied that gentlemen here are 
Claiming the right to divide a State into districts, and of con- 
fining the Representative to that district, and the voters to but 
one choice. Tow does this construction tally with the second 
section, to which 1 have referred? The only qualification as 
to residence is, that, at the time of his election, heshall “be an 
inhabitant of that State in which he shall be chosen.” 
By your amendment you say be shall not only be an Mmhabii- 
ant of the State, but ‘shall reside in particular bounds in that 
State, in order to be a Representative. Have you this power? 
Can you abridge the qualification of residence, as fixed by your 
Constitution? You have just as much right, under the power 


to prescribe the manner in-which an election shall be_held, to 
change any other qualification of a Representative, and say he 
shall be thirty years of age, instead of twenty-five, as now fixed 
by.the Constituden. The manner of holding an election refers 
to the mode in which the election shail be conducted, and not 
tothe qualification of either the candidate or Voter;—as, for in- 
sance, Who shail preside—how the votes shall be received— 
how counted—how retumed, &c. To me I confess the idea 
Was new, thal the manner of conducting an election gave the 
powsr to this Government to district off a State, and confine 
yolers and Representatives to that disttict.. I do trust that we 
shait have some limit to the constructions we give the Con- 
stitution, in order to increase the powers of the Federal Govern- 
ment, and curtail those of the States and the people. By whom 
are the Representatives of each Siate to be chosen? If the 
Constitution is to determine, the members are to be chozen “by 
the people of the several § 1 wovid now ask any gen- 
tlemän representing a t was elected by the people 
of his State? He is, under the Constitution, a Representative 
of his Suatet and yet not one-tenth of the constitutionally qual- 
ified volers of his State had any voice in his election, Vetthe 
Constitution declares the members shalt he elected by the 
peapleof the State. Each voter or elector ina State is entitied 
under the Constitution to exercise his sufrage in the eleétion 


of as many members as the Sidte is entitled to send to Cén - 


gress, P ere ae AS wd 

Does Congress assime the power to ènrtali this right of the 
voter, and restrict him to cast his vete for only a moiety of the 
numb As aconaiitvent part of his State, he has a direct 
interèst fa the character of each Representative elected from 
his State, and is entitled to cast his vote fur each. ‘The Consti- 
tution does not recognise a member representing the fraction of 
a State. It knows ho partitions of potitical power ina Stata. 
By the very nature of the social compact, which enters into the 
organization of a State government, a majority. rules.: ‘The 
Constitution of the United States was made and ratified upon 
that principle. It was made by the several States, and ratified 
by them, in their character as States; a majority succeeding 
ovet the minority. So that, althéngh the majority of a iate, 
and no matter how small that maj rity, ratified and adopted 
the Constitution, the minority was overruled. This having 
heen the principie of action recognised in framing the Constitu- 
tion, who Wili dare assert that they ev nienmniated that either 
as It is con- 


a State or Congress would divide or district a State? 
trary to the federativo priscipte cf our Government, end violas 
the Constitution by abridging the qualifications of mettbers to 


this House, and by curtailing the rizhts of ü aon. Tt isar- 
gued that Congress has a power coent e with the States in 
regulating the manner of ho r clettions. So far a 


that power is derived from the tution, I grant it; butin- 
sist tbat no State has the power derived from the Constitution 
to logate their members in particular ricis, or to prevent 
cach qualified elector from young for the fall nunvier of Rep- 
resentatives. Suppose, sir, in order to iilastrate this position 
more clearly, that you adopt the amendment! lay of Congres- 
sional districts in each State; and at the umes and places of 
holding an election, aud according to the forms prescribed by 


“law, the voters (viz. thoge entitled to vate for the most numer- 


ous branch of the State Legislature) shall cast their votes for ag 
many mémbers as the State, by your apportionment bil, shall 
be entitled to upon this floor. Suppuse that they should receive 
their credentials from the Staie, and present themselves for 
qualification. Let us then examine the result, should you re- 
fuse to admit them to their seats. You would say, that you 
have not been elected according to law. ‘The members elect 
would reply, the election was held at the proper place or 
places, it was heid at the proper time, and the election was con. 
ducted actording to law. We had the managers, de gnated by 
law; the votes were cast by ballot or viva voce, as directed by 
law; they were counted and returned properly. Of what do 
you complain? Will you say to them, that we ordained that 
the voters of a district only should vote for one member? 
True, yon passed such a law; but we have been elected by 
the people of the State; and the Constitution declares that the 
members shall be chosen by the people of the Siate. You 
have no right under the Constitution to abridge the right of 
suffrage, You have the right to point out the manner the elec- 
tion should be held; but no constituticnal right to interfere with 
the quatificatious of either members or voters, ‘Those qualifi- 
cations are fixed by the Constitution itself, The constitutional 
qualification as to residence is, that the member chasen sha!) 
be an inhabitant of the State; while you fix and confine his 
residence toa particular Jocation in the State. ‘The Constitu- 
tion declares that the members s 
of the State; not limiting or 
when they have eight Reppe 
tion, could you eject such 
been thus elected by the peo nd there being no constimn: 
Honal harrier to their eligibility? The force 6f pow Or bum- 
bers might do this; but it i- vain to claim the ri us exer 
cise under that clatise of the Constitution which gives you the 
right to retnlate the manner of holding the election. Let us 
examine this further. The clause of the Constitution, undey 
which you claim the right ta exercise this power, with but a 
solitary exceptio: qually applicable to Senators and Repre- 


ing them to but one vate, 
Under the Constitn- 
from their sea's, having 


sentatives. That exception is as to the place of election. This 
Congress bas, therefore, the same r E BURNET 
af holding an election for Senator for Representative. Do 


you assert that, in exercising this grasted power to regulate the 
manner of holding an eleviion for Senator, you have the 
right to lay off in a Stale a Senatorial district? 

{Many of the advocates of the amendment cried out, “No, 
no; w m it?’?y 

Gentlemen say they do not claim it. I 
plain how they claim the right to lay ofa State inte Congres- 
sional dist ı under the same srant? You have surety the 
same right to regulars the manner of holding the election for 
Sena’ as you have for Representatives, Fhe denial new of 
the right to lay off Senatorial districis in a S is a denial of 
the right to exercise the same power in Jaying off Congressional 
districts. The Constitution declares the election of Senators 
shall be by the State Legislatures. But suppose you lay ofa 
Senatorial distric d declare that those members of the Le- 
gislature who reside inthe limits of the district shall alone vote 
for one Senator, and that those residing in the oiher district 
shall alect the other: da you not admit that you limit the rights 
of the Legislature, who are entitled to vote Tor two, instead of 
one; and that you have two Senators elected, not by the Legis- 
Jature, but by a portion only of that body? The Constitation 
is equally explicit that the people of the State shall choose 
their members; and you have no more constitutional power 10 


them, then, to ex- 


ral] be chosen by the people 


limit diem to Vote for ohe member, if the Binte sends two, 
tati ou have to limit and divide the elective franchise of ‘the 
Legislauire to one Senator, as Ihave just stated: “Trépeat, that 
the clause‘upon which you rely for authority to.-carry “out the 
proposed amendment—to wit, that you can regulate the manner 
of holding an eleciion—is notat all applicable as to whoshail be 
the voters, or what their qualifications asto residence,” It is a 
very great outrage to place such a construction upon’ this. 
clause. 7 pies 
_ Look it literally, and in connection. with: the entire sei 
tence, The tirte whenan elettion is to bë- held is defined; me 
place where, is pointed out;-and then the mode or mannet In 
Which the election shall be condiicted. “Certainly. it must bea 
far-fetthed céustruction, to say. that the manner of. holding an 
election, gives power to say Who shall be the voters at the elec- 
tion, where they shall live, and how many they may -legally 
support! These qualifications are defined in the second section 
of the first article of the Constitution. Tiis caid, then, that E 
eny the right of a State to lay off her territory into Congres- 
sional districts. 1do deny that they derive any such authority 
fron the Constitution: for, so fay as the Consuliiion is concert: 
od, my remarks are equally appiicatle to both this Government 
and the Sigtesy But by far the larger number of the States have 
adépted this system, and gentemen are not Prepared to listen to ` 
any sugvestiun that wars with their prejudices or the action of 
their States. This system has been adopted by the States fer 
the sake of convenience; and, if you please, at the wish of the 
people of the States. -The only principle upon which it is re- 
conciled is, that the people theinselves voluntarily, for the sake 
of convenience, yield a part of their rights. ‘In, other words, 
they consent to Yow fur only une, when they might. vote -for 
forty, upon the condition that other portions of (he State. will do 
the same, each portion acquiescing ia the thoices sso made, 
making the aggregate number allowed by consent the choice of, 
all. Ido notsay that the people get together and. hake thie 
specific arrangement; büt the act of the Legislature, laying off 
the Stateinto districts, isa confirmation of their assent; and the 
principle l have laid down reconciles. and approves this action, 
will again refer to the electim of Senators, and say that.the 
Legislature might lay. off Senatorial districts, and, by mutual 
concession and arrangement, the members of each district might 
elect one member, the others refusing ov.faitiny to vote for such 
member, aud still recognising as elected by them under such ar- 
rangement, TY thispower in the States to lay of Congressional 
icts is not referrible lo this implied compactional arrango- 
ment, itean be found no where. fam not inclined to interfere 
with the wishes of the people in any State of this Union; they 
May exercise, ani! I think have the right to do it, all their suf 
frage, or only part, They make districts, if the people will its 
but I deny that Congress has the right to infringe or abridgs 
those r against their will, Fdo notknosv the oblect of those 
who are for forcing this system tipon such States as object to its 
adaption, My Word for it, sir, there will be but one party in 
those States, whether they are friendly or unfriendly to the:dise 
twictsysiem; they will with one voice condemn thisassumption 
of power upon the part of Congress. ` B 
My colleague, |Mr. GAMBLE, }].who addressed the committee 
yesterday, while he admits Congress possesses the constitutions! 
right to lay off the States in districts, argues r against the 
propriety of its exercice, and avows his unwillingness to take 
upon himsel such a heavy responsibility, Sir, I difer with my 
colieague as to the power of Congress upon this subject; but if 
Tagreed with him, I would still say as he does—leave this ar- 
rangement tothe States, Since Georgia is one of the few States’ 
that elects by general ticket, her Representatives here have the 
encouragement to know that there are gentlemen iu this House 
who intend, contrary to the wishes of our people, contrary. to 
the wishes of her, Representatives on this floor, to force upon 
the State unwished and unasked-for favors, : ` 
‘The genternan from South Csrolina, { Mr. CAMPBELL; } bein 
the Representative froin a neighboring Stale, may feel alto- 
gether Qualified to exercise for us a friendly guardianship.’ ‘He, 
with others, seems alarmed at the idea that a combination of a 
few large States, if they should be of the same-political cast, 
would control the legislation of the country if they ail voted by 
general ticker. F would tell those gentlemen 1 have no such 
fears; and tf I had, these influences, which were well weighed 
before the adopsion of the Constitution, should not be men- 
tioned now. There was (hen a fear of the power of the large 
States, whith made some of the States hesitate to become par- 
ties to the confederacy. My greatest ‘ear is the assumption of 
power, by implication and construction, on the part of Congress, 
which is noi delegated by the Constivadion, against which {iow 
emy voice ‘The framera of the Consricution had no other 
eciation; nor did the States, which ratified that instrument, 
at the large Barcs would bave thé 
rel of tt néral Assernbly, 
sice af the peopl not properly pro- 
n from New York (Mv. FILLMORE] ad- 
order to show the propriety of this 
ys, that On questions of a political charac- 
ter, the State of New York, with forty members, has frequently 
been so neutralized by the election of eqnal numbers from. bot 
parties, that the State of New York has not had the- same farce 
as the State of Rhode Island, with but two members. “The gen: 
Ueman’s argument is a geod one for the general ticket system, 
and proves that she lo: by the district system, that political 
bearing to which, from her immense por.ulation, she 3s legiti 
mately entitled by the Constitution, eee sg 
(Mr. CAMPBELL, of South Carolina, asked permission to 
puta question, to which Mr. C. consented; when he inquired 
of the gentler : gia whether he contended that the 
House ef Re} es represented the States as ‘did the 
Senate?] oe 
I will inform the gentleman, that the House. of Representa. 
lives repr isthe States. according to their population; while 
the Senate represents the States. irrespective of population. 
Aad bere, I would tell the gentleman, is the protection afforded 
by the Constitution for the small States, While, in this House, 
te power of the laige States is felt, by reason of theif enlarged 
population; in the Senate, the small States have equal power, 
lam, myself, in favor of the general ticket syslen; and believe 
it the only system contemplated by. the framers of the Constitu- 
tion; burstill, Lam altogether content thatthe citizens of each 
State may make their elecficn. Asan individual, I feel no in- 
terest whether my own State should adopt or reject the district 
system; but iam anxious that Congress should nut assume to 
exercise &@ power not granted by the Constitution. Once 
adept this mode of construction, by which you declare that 
the “manner of Aelding an election” includes the right to 
district a State, and I shall then feel uneasy as to any safe- 


ex a 
doubt fora moment but 
è weight in the popr 


CONGRESSION: 


4 fforded ‘by the- Constitution: If you district’ a State, 
ya Il ‘be compelled to regulate the manner of holding 
“the election. ‘To lay off districts, is a thing different and totally 
‘disconnected with. what is to'be effected: after this stepis taken. 
“You are: compelled to make regulations. for holdin any elec: 
thon’; and the time or place, wheter by small or large com: 
munities, has nothing to dò: with the “manner of holding” 
the election.’ It was a mater of doubtful policy whether 
the States should submit fo this clausé in the Constitution. by 
~which Congress might ‘so. far exercise authority within a State 
‘as x the time-and place, aiid the manner of holding an 
‘election. --So jealous were they of their own internal regula- 
“tions, that they urged objections to this clause of the Constitu- 
tion; but surely they never dreamed that Congress would ever 
assume. the right to. divide a State into tractions—into political 
gonimunities—into districts—ander that clause which gave au- 
‘thority to'prescribé. the mode in which an election should be 
held. Rae 5 masse: 
The. Government has existed sometime, and the people of 
‘the States have exercised their option in this matter; and I am 
anxious that the members of this body should not think so con- 
tomptibly of their intelligence as to imagine that a necessity ex- 
Jats of instructing and managing the effairs of the States-without 
their concurrence. 
= Mr ARNOLD said he was on this floor nominally a Whig— 
nominally, merely. He waselected on an independent ticket, and 
‘believed, in principle, he was atruc Democrat, His acquain- 
-tances had said that, in practice, he wasan ultra Democrat. He 


Would “define his position,” He believed that all power was vest- . 


ed in the ‘hands of the people. “That was the grand fundamental 

platform on which he stood; and, standing on that, he advocated 

the position taken by the gentleman from South Carolina, (Mv. 

J OAMPBELL ] Another fundamental Principle was, that the 
majority should govern; and that the minority bave rights, and 
should be heard; because the warning voice of the minority d id 

`a great deal of good. If this position was true, he said, this 
amendment ought to be adopted. - And he was astonished that 
it should meet with such determined opposition from any quar- 
ter, especially. from those professing to call themselves Deni- 
ocrats, He regretted that so many Whigs, with whom it was 
his honor to-act, were found in opposition to this amendment. 
He wag astonished at the speech of the gentleman from Geor- 
gia, (Mr. Corauitr,} who professed to'be a Democrat dyed in 
‘the wool, His position and arguments went to make a perfect 
-mashine and instrument.of the people, who ought to be free 
agents. The general ticket system, which the gentleman advo- 
cated, would give rise to the caucus system, so much deprecated 
by gentlemen on this floor. A few leading politicians would 
meet together and nominate their candidates, and the people 
‘would vote entirely in the dark for men they had never seen. 
The people were not in favor of it. THe knew but one instance 
whereit had been submited to tho people; that wasin Alaba- 
ma, where the Democratic party hada majority of some ten or 
twelve thousand, and where party lines were drawn as rigidly 
asanywhere. ‘The Democratic people there had come for. 
ward and passed their censure on what the Legislature had 
done, and went for the repeal of the law establishing the general 
ticket system. „Unless they allowed the people to know their 
candidates, and not vote. for those who were nominated by a 
dark caucue, it was saying the people were incapable of seif- 
government, . . 3 

The amendment was a question of expediency entirely, It 
involved no constitutional question, If the Government was 
to be a.free Government-—if it was to stand, and the people 
were to take an interest init, they must adopt the district 
system, Hoe would trust. to the people to select their can- 
didates svoner than he would to politicians. tt appeared 
to-him most astonishing, as the gentleman from Georgia ha? 
proceeded in his remarks, that he should have had such a re- 
pugnanca to being elected by his neighbors—by those who 

knew him best, He thought no man ought to be afraid to 
subject himsel! to that ordeal. He was astonished that the 
gentleman had advocated the general ticket system so strenu- 
ously—he would not say furiously—considering the coat the 
gentleman wore. If he (Mr. A.) felt as that gentleman pro. 
fessed to feel—if he thought it was necessary for his election 
that strangers should vote for him, he would vote for the gene- 
rat ticket system without giving hia reasons, 

The general ticket system destroyed the principles of Demo- 
cratic Government, By it, the majority could not govern; and 
the. voice of the minority was often. drowned, because in one. 
half.of the States the voice of one man in an election would 
stifle the will of the whole minority, He referree to the adop- 
ton of the general tickot system in Tennessee, in 1832, by the 
‘Van Buren party, and to the fact that in 1840 that very law 
which was adopted for. the benefit of Mr. Van Buren cut him 
off from any vote in that State at all. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD requested the floor to offer an amend- 
ment, on- which he wished to hear the views of the gentieman 
from Tennessee [Mr. Announ] before he took his reat. 

The CHAIRMAN said the amendment was not in order at 
present. : à 

Mr. UNDERWOOD read his amendment for information, 
which proposes that Senators in Congress shall he elected by 
the several State Legislatures, ihe two Houses voting by joint 
ballot, in which each member, Senator or Representative, 
shall be entitled to one vòte. 

Mr. U. said he believed this would remedy the difficulty now 
existing in the gentleman’s own Slate, 

Mc. ARNOLD said, ifthe amendment of the gentleman would 
effect a remedy in Tenuessee, he should like to see it adopted. 
[A voice: Remedy it at the next election.] But he did not think 
it would, for that was the law now—in substance, at least. 
He referred to the refusal by the Legislature of Teunes- 
see to elect Senators for that State, and said that was a case 
in which the minority undertook’ to force the majority. In wag 
a striking illustration of his principle that the majority shouid 
govern, but the minority be heard. In the Tennessee Legisla- 
ture the minority undertook to rule the majority, and, wher- 
ever that was done, it begat evils innumerable. It had depriv- 
ed that State wholly of its representation in the other end of 
the Capitol for the time being: and if other Legislatures wore 
to do the same thing, this Government would be ipso facto dis- 
solved. 

He agreed with the gentleman from South Carolina, {Mr. 
CAMPRELL,} who had very Clearly shown it, that, by the gen- 
veralticket. system, the voice of the minority in several of the 

States was totally silenced. He also wished to enlarge a 
ite upon” an idea thrown, out by the gentleman from 
th: Carolina, (Mr. Sranty,] that, under the general 
cket systema minority of the people of the United States 


floor. If they adopted the. general ticket system, the small 
States were swallowed up in this political vortex— were. lost 
and unheard. J na jory 
300,000 of theAmerican people for or against the tariff, for in- 
stance, or a National Bank; and the’ Representatives of the 
minority of thé people on this floor, elected under the general 
ticket system, would be able to defeat them. 

The gentleman, from Virginia [Mr. @: asin] hal also advoca- 
ted the general ticket systemi—so afraid was heof the State 
rights principle; although he-had said his own onvicticn was, 
that the district system was right. The gentieman bad in- 

` troduced the ‘principles of. James Madison, and he (Mr. A.) 
was tha kfnl forit. He gave weight to those opinions, because 
he believed that Mr. Madison. wasan honest man. Mr. A. read 
from Mr. Madison’s writings, which, he said, went to show that 
Mr, M?s opinion was that Congress had conul of this subject. 
The opinions vf the framers of the Constitution ought to be 
looked to, and to guide them now; but, instead, the tom-tits of 
politicians wha had been in power for the last twelve years, 
by neglecting and trampling on these principles, had brought 
our country to the crumbling verge of ruin; and it was a prob- 
lem now to be settled, whether it could be brought back from 
that crumbling verge, and placed. once more on a stable faunda- 
tios, and have life and prosperity infused into it. Onegreat 
measure towards this would ve to district the States. 

He might be told that, under the district system, a minority 
could govern. He would grant it. But the probability of it 
would be greatly lessened. Ifthe little States key-t up the gen- 
eral ticket system, the large States would be driven into it. 
They ha:l a right to interfere in this; and it was their duty to do 


it now, before the general ticket system was adoped by more of 
the States. Ft now prevailed in but four of the States, since Al- 
abama had r-pealed it. 

Mr. GARRETT DAVIS said, in the discussion of this gues- 
tion, the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Corauirr] had con 
founded two distinct and separate things. One was the mode 
and manner in which Cengressiona} clections to the House of 
Representatives should take place; and the other, the qualifica- 
tionsofits members. The qualifications of the members of the 
House of Representatives were fixed by the Constitution, and 
covid ‘neither be added to, nor substracied from, by Congress. 
Lhe gentleman from Georgia had said that the amendment un. 
der consideration affected’ to do this. If this was the case, he 
acknowledged it would be a violation of ‘the Constitution, 
But the amendment proposed only to regulate in part the man- 
ner in which Congressional elections should be beld. Mr. D, 
read from the article of the Constitution, providing that “the 
times, ‘places, and manner of hiding elections for Senators 
and Representatives, shail be prescribed in each State by the Le- 
gislature thercoñ but the Congress may at any time by law 
make or alter such regulations, except as to the places of choos: 
ing- Senators.” 

‘The States (Mr. D. continued) might exercise this power if 
Congress neglect or refuse to exercise it, If Congress exer- 
Cised it, so far it became exclusive, and the States could not ex- 
ercise it. The argument of the gentleman from Virginia {Mr. 
Guccin] was, that the object of this clause was to compel clec- 
tions of members to the House of Representatives; and that 
this power was lo be exercised by Congress in the absence of 
its exercise by the States. Ifall the states adopted the general 
ticket system, five of the large States would have a majority 
on this floor, They would all be elected by the same political 
party; and the cotisequence would be, that a litle more than one 
quarter of the people of the United States wou!d constitute a 
majority and governing power in tbis House. A bare majority 
of the people of these tive States would elect their Representa- 
tives, who would controlin this Iounse, If this was the case, 
would it not be the duty of this House to atter the law relating 
to elections, and require them to take place, not under the 
general ticket system, but on the general district principle? 1t 
seemed evident to him Congress had the power, under this 
clause of the Constitution, to make regulaions respecting the 
elections, totally and wholly, as tu alter the State regulations. 

Theargumentof his colleague, (Mr. Unpgiwoop J that, if 
Congress exercised the power at all, it must do so wholly, would 
be well based, if the power given to Congress was tu make the 
regulation to the exclusion of State legislation. That was but 
one of the powersof Congress. Italso had the power to alter 
the regulations, 

New Jersey, Rhode Island, and Georgia, had the general 
ticket system. That system was built up by State legislation. 
Had not their Legislatures a right to change their system by 
prescribing the general district system? If so, Congiess had 
also the right. x 

The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Cotaurrrjhad maintained 
that every man entitled to vote in a State had a right to vote 
for every member of Congress from that State, The framers 

. Of the Coustitution did not so understand it. The district sys- 
tem prevailed immediately after the adoption of the Constitu- 
tion.” T'he argument of the gentleman led inevitably to the 
conclusion, that the general ticket system was constitational, 
_ and the general disuict system unconstitutional. If the district 
system was constitutional, it was perfectly within the scope of 
the powers of this House to prescribe that mode within every 
State of the United States. 

If the general ticket system 


1 r prevailed, (as it would do, if it was 
continued in a partof the States,) they would have no popular 
representation here. The nominations of the Representatives 
would be regulated exclusively by Caucuses, conventions, and 
cabals, and the voice of the people would be completely stifled, 
He was astonished thal any man who claimed to be a State 
Rights man should come forward and advocate the general 
ticket system, ‘Ihe peculiar principles of the South, and every 
interest it cherished, were to be protccied by the district system. 
Gentlemen deluded themselves if they believed a few States 
would hang to the general ticket system, and the others not 
adoptit. They knew how gradually aud imperceptibly the gen- 
eral ticket system had crept into tha Presidential elections, The 
small States at first adopted it, and each of the States was se- 
duced, until at last it had become general, 

Mr. SUMMERS obtained the floor, and replied at some 
length to the constitutional arguments of Messrs. UNDERWoOOoD. 
Corauirr, and Gocern, and advocated the amendment on the 
grounds of constitutionality and expediency. 

Mr. FLOYD addressed the committee in opposition to the 
amendment. Wis remarks will be given hereafter. 

Mr. HOUSTON said, as a member of the Committee of Elec- 
tions, where this matter had been matured, and especially as 
the State which he in part represented had an interest in the 


subject, he was desirous to give his views on the question then 


“might govern this nation, and might pass every law on this - 


Under this system, there might be a.majority of ~ 
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uder the cobsideration-of thè committee. But he did hotfeet 
willing to proceed to the discussion of. the merits of the ques- 
“tion, without first returning his acknowledgments to the gentle- 
“nan from South Carolina, (Mr. CAMPBELL, ] who claimed the 
‘merit of having introduced the propositien, under consideration 
of the House, originally, for the particular regard he had ex- 
“tended to the smal! States, ás he had -thought proper to class 
them, Tt waslruethat several of the States of the Union had 
adopted the general ticket system; but he trusted, when they 
learned that the peculiar Representative uf the South deemed 
it unwise, they would hastily abandon it; He-had no idea that 
those States. would stand out against the wisdom of the gentle- 
man from South Carolina; but that they would yieldsimply on 
‘the ground that that gentleman knew their interésts better than 
they knew.them themselves. Doubtless, as goon as they learn 
-whatthat gentleman's notions are,- they will retrace their steps; 
but, as far as his own State {Alabama} was concerned, he: ha: 
a word to cay; and that. was, that he didnot accept the gentle- 
maws guardianship. Wherever they could be under the in- 
Auence and the control of law, they preferred to. be ‘80; and it 
was one of the jaws of Alabama that a minor, over the ‘age .of 
fourieen years, had the right to select or to change his guardian, 
Alabama, then, was of age to exercise that right, and for her he 
rejected the guardianship of the gentleman from. South Caroli. 
na. Ig wasnot so rauch his purpose to enter into: the constity- 
tional question which the committee was then. discussing; ag to 
show, if this power exists, it was a power. that was never. in- 
tended to be exercised under circumstances like. these; and 
that it was an ultra power, admitting it tò exist at 
all, which should be very cautiously approached. > In 
the first place, then, let them see what power existed 
in Congress on the subject before the committee. He ag- 
sumed it as a proposition, that the power did exist, and. he 
believed it had been admitted by various gentlemen during these 
discussions before the committee; in short, it: was denied. b; 
none, with one solitary exception. He admitted, then, that it 
existed; and Jetthem see what was the object of the power. 
And, in the negt place, let them see the expediency and pro- 
prety of exercising itatthistime. If Congress bad the power at 
ali, Congress had the same power the States had, the power was 
concurrent in every.partand parcel, with thé solitary exception 
of the places where the Senators shall be chosen; but when Con: 
gress thought proper to act,her action overruled that of theStates, 
Then he laid it down as true, that if Congress had the. power 
the States possessed—and it was not questioned that the Legis. 
latures of the States possessed the power to district the States— 
it was the duty of Congress, if Congress undertook to. meddle 
at all, to carry it through, and perfect such legislation. The 
language of the Constitution was, that Congress shall have the 
power at any time to ameni or alter such regulations as-were 
made by the States. And the object was.clear;. the power being 
retained by Congress was simply for the purpose of enabling 
the Government to keep its wheels in motion, if obstruction 
arose in any of the States, If any Siate neglected or refused to 
provide the way or mode in which members of Congress should 
be elected, then this Government, if she had the power at all, 
had the power to do what the State should have done. . But 
were they carring it vut by adopting the amendment proposed? 
Ile thought not; and he would endeavor to make it clear to the 
committee that there was a difference between the proposition 
now made to the committee, and the power contained in 
the Constitution. It was doubtless contemplated, when any 
power was given to Congress to take charge of a subject, that 
she would go through with it and complete it; in such a case 
as this, by the adoption either of the distnctor the general ticket 
system. And were they daing that? Clearly nat. They were 
merely issuing an orderto the States. - : ar a 
Georgia now elected her Representatives by general tickets 
and would a simple order, issued in the way now proposed, be 
such an alteration as was contemplated by the Constitution? 
Certainly not, It would merely be a direction to the States to 
alter, and not an alteration itself, Suppose they adopted this 
amendment, and issued their order, anda majority of the States 
should refuse to obey; what could they do to keep the wheels of 
Government in motion? Could they do any thing? Clearlynot. 
Bot ifso many should refuse te obey as that a quorum should 
not be sent to Congress, the very purpose contemplated would 
be defeated; and they wouid he deprived of the power which it 
was intended they should exercise inextreme cases and great 
emergencies; where gross-injustice was about to-he done ty the 
refusal of the States to send a proper representation to this 
House. Butif the power was to be exercised at all, let them 
see to what extent it might be carried. They knew that a power 
frequently lay dormant under the Constitution—it frequently 
lay ‘untouched for a number of years; but when ‘they touched 
it, and commenced legislation under 1t, they-familiarized them- 
selves to guch power, and exercised the whole of ity even ad- 
mitting it to be one which they could exercise. If, then, they 
hadthe power to regulate, by districting the States, they. had the 
power to say that one State should elect by the general ticket, 
and another by the district system—they would have the power 
todo what is called gerrymandering; and do any thing or every 
thing, even to the appointment of the judges ofelections; clerks 
of the polls, and all the minute now reserved jor State legis- 
lation; and it might be so exerted, by skillful leaders; thata tri- 
umphant party might perpetuate its ‘power. Suppose this 
Congress were to take into consideration the political aspect of 
affairs, and undertake to regulate with that view; why, they 
mightadopt the district system in one State, and the general 
ticket system in another, or they might run a’ line east, 
west, north, or south, to suit thelr purposes, “But he 
laid it down, as a correct principle o legislative ac- 
tion, that they should leave to State Legislaiures every 
thing that they could legislate upon; and that Congress 
ought not to legislate on any subject, when the State Legislature 
could do it just as well.’ But there was another reason which 
strongly opposed this amendment. I might bring about a col- 
lision between the State and Federal Governments, Suppose a 
State should refuse to obey this order—snppose South Carolina 
should 1efuse to obey: would the State Righ:s gentlemen vete 
for a “force bill” in regard to he While, then, there wasa 
prospect of bringing about a cailision, he held it to be sound 
policy notto do asy thing that would contribute to such an end 
Butit was said that Congress should take the jurigdi ion, that 
they might produce uniformity—such a uniform aystem of le- 
| gislation as wouid not be subject tothe changes and alternationg 
: ofparty. Bnt he should like to know how a distinciiod was to 
| be drawn; he should like to know how this House was further 


removed from party feeling than the Legislatures of the: States; 
he would like to know what man here, of whatever party, 
would not sooner trust to the action of his State Legislature; 
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and ‘if. it was necessary to guard against fluctuations and 
changes, would he not really place it out of the possession of 
Congress, where a change might be made every session? But 
this Congress might district half the States, and at the next ses- 
sion the other half; and where wouid be the uniformiiy which 
was desired? Under these circumstances, was it proper to take 
such power fromthe Legislatures of the States, when they were 
as trustworthy and as honest, politically or otherwise, as the 
members of this. House? i 

But ifthey had the right to exercise this power in part, and 
then stop, they would have the right to go a Hitde further and 
then stop, leaving the Siates to complete the work. And sup- 
pose they should pass a law districting half the States; could 
they stop there? Clearly they couldnot. Who was there that 
could legitimately, under the Constitution, contend for such a 
thing as that? There were many arguments used in favor of 
the district system; one used by the gentleman from South Ca- 
rolina, which was amplified by some others, was, that the large 
States might combine and control the legislation of this House; 
but this wag true-of the one system, whether district or general 
ticket, as the other. Under the general ticket system, they 
had atleast ihe State represented; which, under the district 
system, might notbe. Takeihe case of Alabama, which was 
opposed tothe measures of the Whig General Adntinistration: 
alaw might be passed districting that State, which might have 
the effect of disfranchising the majority of that Siate, of eight 
thousand or ten thousand voters. But it was said that the gen- 
eral ticket system would necessarily introduce-the cancus sys- 
tem; but, he asked, ifthe caucus or convention system was not 
in use in all the States where there is any particular warmth of 
political feeling; and it had no more connexion with the gen- 
eral ticket system than with the district system. Wherever 
periesapprozimated to an equality, and political feeling ran 

igh, the caucus system would exist. Jt had been asked, if 
Congress had not the power to say that, in those States wherever 
a majority ofthe whole was required to elect a member of Con- 
gress, a pluralityshallelect. True,it might; but their legista- 
tion: would not be complete if they merely directed the Siate 
how to act, or if any thing were left forthe Stace to do. Sup» 
pose, then; when Congress has determined the apportionment 
of members to each State, and under the general ticket system 
a State whould send a member more than the number to 
which it was entitled; would it be in the power of Con- 
gress to say which of those members should go home? 
And suppose the Btate should lay off a district more than 
she was entitled to; could Congress determine which of 
those members should go home? Certainly wot; for they alt 
came here under the same commission, and the same “broad 
geal.” Hence, then, the necessity that Congress should bave the 
power to carry out the law fully in all its branches, if it at- 
tempted to interfere. But was there a member of this Fouse 
from onc State that knew enough about the other States to en- 
able him to district those States? There was great difficulty in 
districling’even the States with which they were acquainted, 
and in which they lived; but it was a matter about which the 
States could act more understandingly; hence the propriety of 
Jeaving it to the States. The honorable gentleman thea.replied 
to some remarks which had been made respecting the adoption 
of the general ticket system in Alabama; and concluded by ob- 
serving that he should vote against the proposition before the 
committee, He should vote against it asoriginally proposed by 
thé chairman of the Committee of Elections, or as modified by 
the adoption of the amendment, which he was astonished to 
find that the chairman of the committee had thought proper to 
accept, 

Mr. KENNEDY, of Indiana, obtained the floor, but yielded 
to a motion that the committee rise; which motion, by ayes 57, 
noes 69, was rejected. j 

So the committee refused to rise. 

Mr. KENNEDY, of Indiana, looked upon this question, 
trivial as it might appear in the eyes of many members or the 
committee, as the most important that had been sprung since 
he had been a member of Congress. It involved the very im- 
portant question, whether the General Governmentshould now 
commence the exercise of a power which might not be dele- 
gated to icin the Constitution, or, if it was, had Jain dormant 
yor fifty years, It was that which made the question an import- 
ant one; and he had hoped that it could have ‘been discussed 
and acted on without their hearing any cant about Democracy, 
or any thing else: he had hoped that it would have been dis- 
cussed as an American question, without reference cither to 
‘Whigs or Democrats, in a party sense. That he might be dis- 
tinctly understood, he set it down, in the outset, asa clear and 
undeniable proposition, that Congress could exercise no powers 
except those delegated by the Constitution; and, further, that 
whatever powere might be délegated in the 4th section never 
were intended to be exercised, unless it became indispensably 
necessary to the preservation of the Government itself, in con- 
sequence of the States’ refusing or neglecting to provide for the 
election of their Representatives. Therefore, if the power 
was to be found in the Constitution to district the States at all, 
it was necessary, before it could be exercised, thatthe state of 
things which it was given to remedy should arrive. But he 
went farther: he believed that all the powers given to Congress 
ia the 4th section of the Constitution, even upon the happening 
of the event he had alluded to, did not include the power to lay 
off the States into districts. He was aware that he was taking 
grounds that much abler and more experienced men than him- 
self contended were untenable; but he firmly believed in the 
correctness of the opinions he had formed, and had heard no- 
thing yetthat shook his confidence in them, | A 

The powers that Congress might exercise in relation to mem- 
bers of Congressin the States, as given by the Constitution, re- 
ferred to three things, viz: the time, place, and roanner of hold- 
ing the elections. Now he held that under a correct definition 
ofthe words “time, place. and manner”? the power to lay off 
the States into districts was not included. The gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. Summers]. made a strong argument in favor of 
this power; and he put a strong case, and said that if Congress 
did not possess the power, the States themselves did not, be- 
cause the terms “time, place, and manner,” embraced all the 
authority under which they (the States) exercised it, Now the 


Vorume 11+ 


answer to this wasplain. Heaverred that if the States had not 
the power independent of that clause in the Constitution, they 
had it not withit. He would ask gentlemen who contended for 
this power on the part of Congress, this plain question: Sup- 
pose this clatise of the Constitution had been omitted; supose 
there had been nothing said about the “time, place, and man- 
ner” of holding elections; would not the States have the inhe- 
rent power to lay off election districts, and send their delegates 
here? What power made this Constitutiod? It was the people 
of the States, in their sovereign capacity assembled together. 
He asked, then, if tbe people, thus assembled, ga.ve themselves 
any powers they did not possess before? He admitted that the 
people, in convention, might regulate the manner of exercising 
their inherent powers; but it was absurd to suppose that, by so 
meeting, they could confer on themseives any powers they 4id 
not possess already. He would further admit, thatif the terms 
“time, place, and manner of holding elections,” embraced within 
themselves the power to district the States, it was given to Con- 
gress by this clause in the Constitution; but this he denied. He 
might delegate power that he possessed to another; but be could 
not delegate to himself power that he did not possess. He had 
thus answered the gentleman. by showing that the States had 
the power; and it was, therefore, unnecessary to delegate it to 
themselves; while, if they had it not, they could not get it in this 
way. 

What was ths plain, common-sense construction of the 
words, ‘time, place, and manner?” Time did not compre- 
hend the power to district; it meant when the people should 
come together. face did not mean such power, for it referred 
to where the people should come together; and manner re- 
ferred to nothing else but as to how ihe election should be held; 
the mode in which the sovereign people, for the time being, 
shall transfer their power to their servants, and not as to how 
many of them should transfer their power, These terms could 
not therefore embracein them the power to district. He set 
itdown, then, that Congress had no authority, under any state 
of facts, to pass this amendment. He knew that the framers 
of the Constitution were patriots and sages, and men of good 
common sense, and that whenever they intended to convey 
power they knew what kind of language it was proper to con- 
veyitin. If, then, they had intended to convey this power, 
they would have used such plain, intelligible language, as could 
not be mistaken. A gentleman near iim said, ‘hat if they did 
not mean to give this power to Congress by the clause in ques- 
tion, what did they mean? Mr. K. here gave in explanation 
his understanding ofthe clause. After some further remarks 
from Mr. K., 

Mr, THOMPSON, of Mississippi, moved that the commit- 
teerise; which motion prevailing, the committee rose and re- 


orted, 
j Mr. TRIPLETT, on leave given, offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State furnish to this House, 
in addition to the information required to be furnished by the 
resolution of the 25th instant, an abstract of the laws and regu 
Jations of the kingdom of France an the subject of the importa- 
tion of tohacco into France, commonly called the regie. 

Mr. PENDLETON, under the inctructions of the Committee 
on Mihtary Affairs, moved the:printing of a communication 
from the Engineer Department. 

Ordered accordingly. 

And then the House adjovraed. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, April 28, 1842, 

Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, presented a petition from William 
Perkins, praying remuneration for certain horses lost by the 
depredations of the Indians; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. È 

Mr. CHOATE presented a memorial from the Boston Cham- 
her of Commerce, praying that such a principle be adopted in 
the construction of a tariff as shall protect American industry; 
which was referred to the Committee on Manufactures. 


Mr. TALLMADGE presented a memorial from the county of 
Jefferson, in the State of New York, praying for such an in- 
crease of the tariff on foreign importations as shall create a 
home market for American manufactures; referred to the Com- 
mittee on Manufactures. 

Mr. SMITH, from the Committee on Public Lands. to which 
had been referred the petition of John A, Rockwell, praying 
confirmation of tide to a tract of land in the State of HMinois, re- 
ported a bill for hia relief, accompanied by a special report. 
The bill was read, and ordered to asecond reading; and the re- 
port ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented a memorial from Jacob 
Gideon, of Washington City, proposing to sell to Congress 
certain sets of laws of the United States, sach as were pub- 


lished under the sanction of the Senate; which was referred to` 


the Committee onthe Judiciary. 

Mr. CHOATE, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, re- 
ported back to ihe Senate, without amendment, the bill author- 
izing the purchase, for the use of the United States, of the right 
to use Babbit’santi-attrition metal. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Claims, to which had 
been referred House bill for the relief of James Tongue, John 
Scrivener, and the legal representatives of William Hodson, de- 
ceased, reported the same back withcviamendment, and with a 
recommendation that it be indefinitely postnoned. 

Mr. GRAHAM, from the Committee on Claims, to which had 
been referred House bill for the relief of Nathaniel Miichell, re- 
portedthe same back without amendment. 

Mr, CRITTENDEN presented a memorial of certain citizens 
of Greene county, Ohio, in favorof a protective tariff; which 
was referred to the Committee on Manufactures. 

Mr. MOREHEAD remarked that some three reports had 
been returned from the Navy, Treasury, and War Departments, 
in answer to the resolution ofhis late colleague (Mr. Clay) on 
retrenchment. He moved, and it was agreed, that they should 
be referred to the Comraittee on Printing, to be printed- 

Mr. MERRICK from the Commitee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, made an adverse report on the claim of Johnson 
and Strader, for additional compensation for carrying the mail; 
which was ordered to lie on the table and bs printed. 


“mn ne 


THE DIFFICULTIES IN RHODE ISLAND. 8 

Mr. ALLEN moved to take up his resolution, calting. ox’ 
the President of the United States forinformation of the state of 
facts touching the difficulties in,Rhode Island, and on which he 
fonded his letter tothe Governorof that Staic. ‘This resolu- 
tion was published in the Globe of yesterday. ae 

Mr. HUNTINGTON hoped the Senate ‘would not take up 
the resolution, X A 1 g, 

Mr. PRESTON demanded the yeas and nays on the motion 
totake the resolution up; which were ordered, ` r 

Mr. CALHOUN understood that infermatión had been re- 
ceived by the Executive that therë was some prospect of ‘a 
pacific arrangementof the difficulties s and he could not theres 
lore vote for the motion. `` j 

Morra: PRESTON and SPRAGUE also kad: such an under- 
standing, i i s : 

Mr. KING asked the Senator from SouthCarolina to. state 
what was the nature of the information, y 

Mr. PRESTON was understood to’ say that the information 
was, in general terms, that a pacific arrangement wasg about to 
be made. : x 

The question was then taken on the motion to take up the 
resolution; and it was disagreed to, on yeas and nays, by a yote 
of yeas 9, nays 28, eae ie 

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration of the orders 
of theday; when the following engrossed bills were taken. up, 
read the third time, and passéd, viz. Ep 

The bill for the relief of Richard Higgins, jr.j =- ° anes 

The bill for the relief of Reynell Coates and. Walter R; 
Johnson; RI. sf i 

Tho vill for the relief of Jubal B; Hancock; and <- 

The Lill ùv the relief of Thomas and Ralph Haskins, 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives of Nathan- 
ie] Pryor, deceased, was taken up, and read the third time; 
ead the question being, Shall the bill pass? 

Mr. KENG demanded the yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

Mc. K, subsequently said he preferred that the question on its 
pessage should lie over for the present, and made that motion; 
which was acceded to. ` 


TIE GENERAL APPROPRIATION PILL. 


On motion of Mr. EVANS, the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration, as = committee of the whole, of the bill making ap- 
propriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of the Gov- 
ernment for the year 1842, and the amendments of the Commit- 
tee on Finance thereto. Pe 


The first amendment pending was the proposition of the 
committee to strike from the bill the followivg, viz: os, 
Provided, That the job printing, stationery, and binding of 
each of the Executive Departments, shal}, until otherwise dis 
rected by law, be furnished by contract, proposals for which © 
shall regularly be advertised in the public prints. The classes, 
character, and description of the printing being specified in 
each advertisement, as far as that can be done; and it pele 
made a condition in all cases, unless otherwise specifically state 
in the advertisement, that the work shall be done in the city of 
Washington; and the contract shall in each case, so far as the 
proposals and acceptance shall enable the contract to be made, 
be given to the lowest bidder whose hid shall be accompanied 
with proper testimonials of the ability of the bidder to fulfil his 
coniract:. And provided also, That no part of the sums appro- 
priated for the contingent expenses of the several Executive 
Departments shal] be applied to any other than the ordibary 
expenditures of said departments, nor as extra allowance to any 
clerk, messenger, or other attendant of the: said departiments, 
or either of them; nor as payment or compensation to any clerk, 
messenger, or other attendant in said departments, or either of: 
them, unless the employment of such clerk, messenger, ot at 

tendant, be authorized by law. - i 


Mr. KING said he could not see the propriety of striking out 
this proviso; if he understood the matter at all, the existing 
law required that proposals for printing should be advertised 
for. It was right and proper that this course for executing the 
printing of the departments should be adopted, inasmuch as 
it would thereby be done at a much cheaper rate. 


Mr. EVANS considered thatthe Senator from Alabama was 
under a misapprehension with regard to the existing law re- 
quiring proposals. One reason for striking out this proviso 
was, that it was not conformable to any existing law. Some. 
years ago, he believed, an appropriatioa bill contained a pro- 
vision of this sort, which had its operation during that: year; 
but, the experiment being found unsatisfactory, it was never 
afterwards resorted to. Fhe printing under that arrangement 
was very badly done, and Congress did not see fit to continue it, 
The committee deem it improper, and propose that the proviso 
shall be stricken out. He believed the whole cost of printing-in 
the State Department, independently of the publishing of the’ ` 
Jaws, would net amount to more than $800; and there was no 
greatdanger thatthe money would be misapplied. When propo- 
sals were allowed, it was found that they were invariably putin 
ata low rate, by persons who were incapab'e of doing the work. 
Somebody else had, at last, to be called in to do the work, and 
it cost more than it would otherwise have done. As to the sec. 
ond proviso, it would prevent the employment. of additional 
cferks, whose services were rendered necessary by the- calling 
upon me departments for information, as Congress was per- 

etually doing. eie 
p Mr. KING Faa no objection that tke vote shouldbe taken 
separately upon the two provisoes. The explanation of the 
honorable Senator certainly placed the matter in @ different 
lightin his mind. He had bees under the impression that the 

aw requiring proposals was a permanent one. 

Mr EVANS remarked, that a bill would be shortly reported 
to the Senate to regulate the pane hereafter in a different 
manner, and it would be much better to awai! the passage of 
that bill; and, in the mean time, allow the work to be done in 

1 way. : 

thew KING replied that he considered it very uncertain that 
such a bill would become alaw. He referred to the Senator 
from New Hampshire, (Mr. Woopscry,] who, in the discharge 
ofhisofficial duties, as head of the treasury Department, had 
acted upon the supposition that the law he had referred to 
was a permanen one. If it waa not considered a permanent 


t was the propriéty that the provision should Tres 
; e:bi, and thus:tegsen: the.expenses. of printing. 
Mr. WOODBURY said the provision’ m the appropriation 


DilL-of 1839-went to Hinit the discretion of the officers-of the va- 


rious -departments, so as to compel'them to get the printing 


doné- or the lowest terms, instead of allowing them to have it 5 
dons. where ‘they: pleased, “and directed. that they. shoald 


advertise.-for, proposals, and: contract-for- the work with 
the. lowest bidder. The law he thought was open to-the con- 
sitaction either that it was intended to. be permanent or tem- 
PI “In. tunsequence of that provision: of 1839, however, 
| of. the departments advertised for bids for. executing the 
< printing for ‘two years, not considering itan annual or tém- 
porary provision, but.a. permanent. one.. He had understood 
that some of the departments undef-chée present Administration 
had adopted the construction given to. that provision under the 
late Administration, and authorized new contracts under it; and 
that others had construed it as a temporary. act, and. bad aban- 
doned the contract system under it. So far as -his-experience 
of the benefits of it. was concerned, he stated that he had been 
called upon to report what had bean the effect of its operations; 
and afier getting reports from the headsof bureaus, of a com- 
parison ef the'expenses of the two modes, he reported to Con- 
gress that, by the contract system, under a provision similar to 

The one proposed 1 bé stricken out, there had been asaving of 

twenty per cent. to the Government. 

Mr. EVANS did not wish to protract the discussion on that 
point; but he still retained his opinion. He had not seen the re- 
port of the Senator from New Hampshire, alluded to; butthe re- 
port of the Secretary of State, made at the same time, was, that 
the law was worthless, and had no beneficial effect. Sorne con- 
tracted to do portions of the work at a lower rate than it was 
done for before; and for other portions of the work the Govern- 
ment had to pay a higher rate, Upon. the whole, that the mode 
was vexatious, and of no practical benefit. 

Mr, MANGUM said that, upon an examination of. the bill of 
1829, he was not at all surprised that the law had been acted 
‘upon by the Senator from New Hampshire as a permanent 
one. The present proviso, it would be seen, introduces the 
same thing In different language; it could not admit of misap- 
prehension. He asked the yeas and nays upon the’ question; 
which were ordered. ` : j 

Mr. WOODBURY here read the enactment of the appropri- 
ation bill of 1839, in reference to the printing required by the 
public departiments, in which it was provided that it should be 
thus “executed till otherwise directed by law. The words 
“until otherwise directed by law,” are, in his opinion, put in the 
bill to preclude the inference that it was intended to be tempo- 
rary. : : 

The question was- then taken by yeas and nays on striking out 
the proviso relative to the printing; and it was negatived by 

yeas 9, nays 28, as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. 
Phelps, Preston, Rives, and Tallnadge— 9. 

NAYS- Messrs. Allen, Archer, Bagby, Barrow, Benton, 
Calhoun, Clayton, Conrad, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Fulton, 
Graham, © Huntington, King, Linn, McRoberts, Manzum, 
Moreheas!, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indian 
Sprague, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, White, Woodbury, an 
Wright—23. 


„The question how recurring on striking out the second pros 
vigo above quoted, 

‘Mr. MANGUM said, in reference to the second proviso he 
could not see how the business of the departments could be con- 
ducted iu a manner atali compatible with efficiency, unless they 
were permitted by Congress to increase their force as occasion 
may require. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON expressed the belief that they would 
find it difficalt to be furnished with information, for which con- 
tinual applications were made to the departments, unless that 
proviso were rejected, 

Mr. WOODBURY said he thought the last clause of the 
second proviso, after the word “them,” should be stricken out. 
us mainder ofthe proviso was proper, and might be allowed 

stand, 

The question now being on striking out the second branch of 
the proviso, from line 96 to line 94, it was agreed to strike out 
that part, j 

The second amendment was read, ag follows: “Page 5, in- 
sert, after line 94, ‘for amount due, in addition to foriner appro- 
priations, for compiling, printing, and binding Biennial Regis- 
ter, sixteen hundred and forty-five dollars and fifty cents? 

tT EVANS explained that-this was a residue of a ce ency 
tapay for reprinting the Register, after. innumerabje errors in 
tha first print had been corrected, - 

Mr. WRIGHT asked if he understood the Senator that the 
estimate forthe first printing was $1,000. If so, why was the 
second printing s0 much more expensive? 

Mr, EVANS answered that there were more pages and ad- 
ditional printing. f 

: ee OODBURY inquired if the printing had been adver- 
ised for, e 

Mr. EVANS was not able to answer the question, 

Mr. HUNTINGTON thought there was a mistake as to the 
eee He believed the estimate for the first printing was 

Mr. WRIGHT said that was his own impression. He thought 
the usual estimate was from $1,500 to $1,800; but did not know 
whether, by advertising, competition might not have brought 
down the contract to $1,000. 

Mr. WOODBURY thought it would be well to pass that mat- 
ter over til] there was time to make inquiry into the facts, It 
was certainly desirable to ascertain whether the contract was 
made after advertisement. 

Mr. EVANS considered the facts indisputable that the work 
was done, and necessary tn be done; and the amount being with. 
in the customary estimates, and but small, it was not necessary 
to delay for any result the inquiry was likely to lead to. 

The amendment was then adopted, with an understanding 
that inquiry should be made before the bill was reported back 
te the Senate. 

The next amendment, to strike out “fifty” and insert “sixty,” 
in line 254, page 11, was agreed to; making a difference of $10, 

in the sum for the repairs of the long bridge. 

The next was page 15, line 329, to atrike out “two” and in- 
sert “ten,’? making an increase of $8,000 for compensation of 
workmen in-the New Orleans branch mint, 

The also, was agreed to. | 
ext. was, same page, line 334, after “thousand,” to in- 
hundred;”.adding- so much for iron rods in the New 
sf E a a5 a 


AR BEAT 


Bates, Bayard, Choate, Evans, Merrick, - 


Thig was'also agreedtor: 0 3 0 

The neat wae in came page; line 348, to strike out the word 
“furniture,” so that no part.of the appropriation of $20,600 for 
the-expenses-of the Legislative Assembly of Wisconsin- Terfi- 
tory should be applied to the: purchase ef furniture. 

Mr. EVANS observed that hitherto great wastefulness had 
occurred in the loose manner of making appropriations for the 
Territories. Every year this estimate of 83,000 for furniture 
came up, was.sanctioned by, Congress, and was afierwards 
Otherwise applied. This “arose. out of. the- practice of 
handing over the whole sum appropriated ; which was dis- 
bursed by. order of the Legislative Assembly, without any 
control of the Treasury Department. The appropriation for 
this $3,060 worth of furniture had been made year after year, 
yetin no instance had the money been-so applied; but still the 
general sum appropriated was always spent, and too often 
arrearages incurred. He was opposed to sanction appropria- 
tions in-one name, to be applied in another. Ifthe whole sum 
called for was necessary for the Government of Wisconsin, let 
i: be appropriated for that purpose, 

The amendment was adopted. ae 

The next was, same page, line 349, after “twenty” to insert 
“one;” and after “thonsand” to insert “eight hundred and eigh- 
ty-seven,” being to add $1,887 to the $20,000 tor compensation, 
mileage, and other expenses of the Legislative Council of Wis 
consin Territory. . 

Mr. EVANS explained the necessity for this increase. i 

Mr CRITTENDEN was opposed to it. He considered it 
quite unnecessary and extravagant... He could see no rea- 
son why the Government of Wisconsin should cest one dollar 
over the $20,000 provided, when the Governments of so many 
States did not cost the States themselves any thing like that 
sum, 

Mr. MANGUM concurred with the Senator from Kentucky. 

He insisted on the propriety of striking out from every general 
appropriation bill all extra allowances or arrearages. The prop- 
er course was to allow each claim of the kind to be brought up as 
a distinct proposition, and let the case be clearly made out to 
the satisfaction of Congress. -If it was, there could be no doubt 
that justice would be done. : 
„ Mr. SEVIER said the whole of these propositions for paying 
the mileage, per diem, printing, &c. of the local Legislatures of 
the Territories, were a gross innovation, and ought to be stopped 
at once, Hestated the expenses of Arkansas while a Territo. 
yy, and showed that she paid all. the expenses of her General 
Assembly herself. But this innovation grew up in the extra 
prosperous lime of 1885-6. He was disposed to go. as far as 
the Jaw allowed, but no further. K 

Mr. EVANS explained that these appropriations were made 
in conformity with organic laws. Ie agreed with the Senator 
from North Carina, (Mr. Maneum,] that there should be a 
limit to these arrearages. Ne contended that the estimates this 
year were ten thousand doilars lower than last year, 

Mr. SEVIER asked fer the ratio of members of the Legisla- 
tive Assembly for the territory. 

Mr. EVANS believed the tower House consisted of twenty- 
six membersand the upper of thirteen: limited to $3a day com- 
pensation, 

Mr. SEVIER observed that he had seen estimates that the 
ex pense of the Legislative Assembly was $30,000. How could 
that be, and so few to pay? 

Mr, EVANS explained that the greater part of that amount 
Ree itr printing and other expenses besides the pay of the mein. 
pers, 

Mr. CALHOUN considered the whole thing the result of one 
set of men making appropriations, and another expending them. 

Mr. EVANS thought there were many abuses, and that the 
Treasury Department should inves igate the accounts of the 
Territories, and disallow every item not allowed by the organic 
aw. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON mentioned the estimates for 1839 and 
1840, and said he saw no reason for exceeding the appropriation 
made in the House bill. He thought the best way would be to 
make the appropriations specific, to agree with the estimates. 

Mr. WOODBURY hoped the chairman would waive his mo- 
tion, and Jet the appropriation stand the same as that of pre- 
vious years. The only cure for the evil complained of was 
that of limiting each demand to the estimate, or by specific 
legislation. 

The amendment was then negatived. 

The next was page 16—to strike out, from lire 366, all after 
“dollars,” viz: 

“And for the arrearages of expenses for the Legislative As- 
sembly of the Territory of lows, for the present and previous 
years, thirteen thousand four. hundred and twenty-one dollars: 
Provided, Thato part of this appropriation shall be used for 
the pay ment of tbe members of the.said Legislative Assembly 
for.per diem wages, mileage, or extva services, or for stationery 
for theif individual. use.” 

Mr. EVANS explained that it was. the opinion ofthe com- 
mittee that all the Territories shouldbe placed on the same 
footing, leaving specific claims for specific legislation. 

The amendment was. agreed to. 3 

The next amendment was to strike from page 22 of the bill 
the sum of $375,000 fordefraying the expenses of the Judiciary, 
and to insert $475,000; thts increasing the appropriation 
$100,000, for expenses consequent on the enactment of the bank- 
rupt law. 

Mr. EVANS observed that the committee felt satisfied that 
not less than $475,000 would suffice for carrying the Judicial 
Department through this year, in consequence of the great in- 
crease of expense occasioned by the increase of business from 
the operation of the bankrupt law. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN was surprised to hear this reason as- 
signed for such an alarming increase to the expenditure of the 
Judicial Department. He could not see how the operation af 
the vankrupt law could authorize any increase of expense to 
this Government. The salaries of the judges were not to be 
increased. The other officers would be compensated by in- 
creased fees from increased business. What, then, was there 
to justify an additional expense of $100,000? 

Mr. SEVIER had teceived a communication from Arkansas, 
and he could account for some of the increase. He understood 
the district attorneys and clerks were getting $5 a day each, and 
that it was to contioue for every day in the year. 

Mr. EVANS supposed the officers of the district courts were 
necessarily called: upon by the operation of the bankruptiaw 
to perform a large amount of additional business, and it was 
therefore necessary to compensate them for the additional la- 
bor, or to pay the clerks they were obliged toemploy to dig- 
charge that business, g SAS : 


Mr. CRITTENDEN could not see why the Treasury of the: 


United States should ve burdened with this increased expense, 
as the fees of office would be increased with the business, an 


- furnish ample compensation, 


Mr. EVANS tuuher expiained, that the expenses were in- 
curred under the supervision of the courts, andadditional clerks 
had-to be employed. He understood that more than half the 
amount of this large appropriation. of three or four hundred 
thousand dollars was spent on juries, in consequence of the vast 


„intrease of business inthe Federal courts. 


Mr. HUNTINGTON asked if any thing additional was to be 
paid to the judges, as he understood the Senator from Arkansas 
io allude to someruch thing. i ae i 

Mr. EVANS said there was nothing additional for the judges. 

Mr. SEVIER explained that he alluded to the.additional pay 
toattorneys, clerks, marshals, &c. ° h 3 2 

Mr. KING observed that this was’ an exemplification of the 
beautiful system of the baukrupt law enforced upon the coun» 
uy. It wasright that the expense ‘of this system should be 
known: he would therefore propose that the appropriation be 
divided inte two distinct heads—one showing that the appropri- 
ation of $100,000 was for the expenses of the bankrupt law, 

Mr. WOODBURY showed the annual increasé of the expen- 
ditures for the judicial department for years past, and even in 
the present estimate, independent of the 8100000 for the ex. 
penses of the bankrupt law, notwithstanding Mr. Clay’s famous 
resolution of retrenchment in this parucular. The only way to 
prevent this indefinite increase is for Congressto limit the sum 
that shall be expended. It seemed to be agreed on all hands 
that some 1etrenchment on this head was londly called for; 
but when action was demanded, it appeared to bealways out of 
season—either too hot or too cold—as if the time for retrench- 
ment never was to be arrived at. . 

Mr. EVANS went into further explanation, to show how 
many of these expenses were inevitable, and occasioned by the 
increasing expenses of the courts. j 

Mr. CRITTENDEN would be obliged to the gentleman, if 
he had the items of this estimate for the $100,000 on account of 
the bankrupt law, to staie them. aa: X 

Mr. EVANS was not prepared to furnish items; he did not 
believe there were any. , : 

Mr. CRITTENDEN was entirely opposed to this assumption 
of the expenses of the bankrupt law. ‘That law made no such 
provision for the payment of clerks and officers as $5 a day. 
He utterly repudiated the idea that either the clerk or attorney 
of any district court could have any claim for extra allowance. 
He would repeat, that the increase of business would bring an 
increase of fees, and, consequently, an anyple compensation, 
If such appropriations are to be made, and persisted in, against 
all remonstrance, the Treasury must remain in a hopeless state, 
and the loan lately authorized would soon be exhausted. If, 
under the operation of the bankrupt law, any officer is entitled. 
to compensation for additional duty, it must be the Judge; for’ 
he dces not participate in the increase of fees fiom increased 
business, £ oan 

‘the question was then put, and the amendment was rejected, 

The next amendment proposed was to strike out, from the 
twenty-second page of the bill, the following: “Provided, how- 
ever, That the district attorney of the seuthern district of 
New York, and. the clerk of the district and circuit courts of 
said district, shall not, at apy time hereafter, tain of their fees 
and emoluments, any sum or amount whatsoever, under pre- 
tence of compensation to their deputies; nor shall they, or either 
of them, retain, under any pretence whatsoever, more than the 
folowing sums of their fees and emoluments, including the 
fees and emoluments of the clerk under the act entitled ‘An.act 
to establish a uniform system of bankruptcy throughout the 
United States,’ passed August nineteenth, eighteen hundred and 
foriy one: Said district attorney may retain six thousand dollars 
per year for himself, and said clerk may retain four thousand 
five hundred dollars per year for himself,and also such office 
expenses as may be allowed by the Secretary.of the Treasury, 
not to exceed, as to either of said offices in said district, the sum , 
of three thousand dollars per year, and shall pay the residue of 
their fees and emoluments into the Treasury of the United 
States; and said distvic’. attorney, clerk, and marshal, shall ren- 
der to the Secretary of the Treasury, under their oaths, in such 
form as he shall prescribe, a semi-annual account of all fees 
and emoluments received or eartied hy inem; or either of them;, 
and the allowance for compensation to the deputies of said 
marshal shall hereafter be made by the Secretary of the Treasu- 
ry, instead of said court, who shall require a statement, under 
oath, from said marshal, that such sums, so claimed to be al- 
lowed for said deputies, have actually and in'good faith been 
paid to them.” i 

Mr. EVANS stated that this appropriation did not differ. from 
that of Jast session, with the exception of the limitation of 
$3,000 for assistants. He thought it was purely a question: 
whether that sum would be sufficient to meet the increased ex-° 
penses consequent upon such an auginentation of busmess as 
must take place in a court like that of the southern district ot 
New York. The district attorney states that, with every effort 
to economize, the extra expenses last year were $5,000, and could 
not this year be brought iower than $4,000 ; so that, limiting the 
sum to $3,0 0 would be subjecting bim toa lossof $1,000 out 
ofhis own-salary of $6,000. He is obliged to employ nine as- 
sistant clerks, i g 

Mr. KING observed that the great abuse was, that the most 
enormous charges for services not performed had been certified 
by the judges, and thus thousands on thousands of dollars 
were paid away, involving in the aggregate a vast amount. 
Surely this showed the necessity of making the limitation. 
The Senator fearsthat no competent person would undertake 


' the duties of the office for $5,000 instead of $6,000. He ven- 


tured to say that a thousand competent individuals would. be 
found ready and willing to take it at $4,000 instead of $5,000. 

Mr, EVANS observed that the mistake was in supposing 
that the expense fell on the Government. This was not 50, 
The fund arose out of fees received and collected by the dis- 
trict attorney and his clerk for their labors; and the Govern: 
ment paid no more than its share of fees, according to the suits . 
inwhich it was engaged. The requisition was, that the attor= 
ney and clerksshould pay over to the Government all excess 
of their fees ahove a limited amount. He denied that there’ 


Was any extravagant expenditures certified by the judges. + 
Mr. BUCHANAN said, in his opinion, there was no 


te Know ihat there were abus 
expenditure, arising from the mode in which the acco 
audited. “The Secretary of the Treasury, as they had been in. 
formed by the Senator, was not.the. person from whom the 
gatimatés came; they came from the marshals of the different 
districts—the very men who were to receive the money. And 
how were the accounts settled? Not by the Treasury Depart- 
Meat not by any person who was responsible for the proper per- 
formance of the duty; but by the judges, who hold their 
offices during good behavior, and who were not in any 
ay responsible. A circumstance had come to his know- 
jedge, which he would mention. The Auditor of the Trea- 
sury having charge of matters of this kind, had over 
and over again resisted the allowance of extravagant sums 
which had been made to the marshals and district attorneys, 
And what was the consequence? The marshal, having the mo- 
ney in his own hands, paid himself, And though the United 
Sjates might bring its action to recover back the money, that 
action must be tried before the judge, who certified the amount: 
and in every case the United States had been, and would be. obli- 
ged toallow the money to be retained. This was the state of the 
case. The Auditor of the Treasury whose duty it properly wasto 
audit and examine these accounts, had been obliged to yield 
and.to pass these accounts, though he did not believe they were 
sanctioned by law. He (Mr, Bucnanan) was inclined, there- 
fore, to believe thatthe provision now under consideration, di- 
recting the aceounts to be referred to the head of the Treasury 
Department, instead of the judges, was a very good one. 
He (Mr. Bucuanan) entertained a high respect for the judges 
of the Supreme Court; but they were not the proper officers for 
the auditing of these accounts. They were necessarily under 
the influence of kindly feelings, and it would be an extreme! 
unpleasant duty for the judge to reject an account claimed by 
his clerk or the marshal of his district. He would be extremely 
unwilling to reject or to reduceitsamount The proper person 
to have the inspection of these demands would be the, Secretary 
of the Treasury ; and (hey would then. have a Uniformity 
throughout the whole Union. There would be œhe uniform and 
- settled rule; and if that rule should prove incorrect or improp- 
er, they would at least have an officer who would be responsible 
to them for it; but as for the judges of the Supreme Court, they 
were in no degree responsible. ‘The judges themselves, he had 
reason to know, had become-—he would not say alarmed at, but 
hey had become ‘sensible of the enormous increase in the 
amountof these demands, and had been engaged in adopting 
rules for the purpose of diminishing them, and of keeping them 
within proper and safe limits.. He therefore considered the 
proviso which referred these matters to the proper depart- 
ment, and relieved the jndges from it, would be as beneficial to 
the country as it would be satisfactory to the judges themselves. 

Mr. PRESTON came to an opposite conciusion: if the 
judges are engaged in framing rules to retrench expenditures, it 
was a good reason for Congress not to interfere. This general 
declamation, with regard to reducing the expenses of the ju- 
dicial department, is not applicable to the present case, which 
isan exception from the general rule of Jaw for the government 
of thecountry. In consequence of the peculiar circumstances 
of the duty at New York, an exception is made: it is a question 
how far Congress shal! put its hands into the pocketsof the dis- 
trict attorney, and take from it the proceeds of his labor. It 
‘was only on the coming in of this Administration, and of the 
incumbent of the office appointed by it, that anyjthing was 
heard of this retrenchment; and the mostrigid rule isattempted 
mow to be applied to him., Former incumbents were allowed 
to pocket from twenty to thirty thousand dollars for the same 
duty the present incumbent is called upon to perform for six 
honnaid, that the United States may reap the benefit of the dif- 

erence. i 

Mr. BATES calculated that the effect of this proviso would 
be to destroy all the emoluments of the attorhey and clerk. He 
protested against this special and penal mode of legislation. 

Mr. WRIGHT said he desired to direct the attention of the 
Senate, for a very few moments, to the true state of the facts, 
that they might see precisely what it was that was proposed to 
be amended. In the appropriation bill of last year, Congress 
had thought proper to make a limitation in the fees and perqui- 
sites ofthe different officers of the court and district—-a limita- 
tion precisely similar to that proposed to be made by this bill— 
at leastso far asthey understood the matter ; but it turned out 
that they did not correctly understand what they were about, 
In the course oftheir action upon the subject, a suggestion was 
made by the Senator from Mississippi, that the marshal of that 
district, and the marshals of all others, would be unable to ex- 
ercise the duties of their respective offices under the limitation 
proposed; and, therefore, the words “exclusive of any reason- 
able Compensation to the deputy” were inserted. 

In the southern district of New York, the district attorney had 
‘seen allowed $6,000, his deputy $3,000, and $3,000 for the ex- 
penses of his office~making $3,000 more than Congress contem- 

lated; and the satne individual was, in fact, the clerk of the 

istrict Court and clerk of the Circuit Court. Yet, in justice 
to the judge of that circuit, he would say that he entertained 
a very high respect for him, as a man of the most unques- 
tioned purity and uprightness. He would say, however, with- 
out designing to impute wrong intentions any where, that the 
practice which had been pursued was unfortunate. He was 
perfectly sure that there could be no difficulty in procuring 
a competent person to discharge the duties of the office for a 
net compensation to himself of $4,500. That would be $1,500 
more than the salary of the mayor of the city; and he be- 
lieved the personal labor required from the district attorney 
was much less than that which the mayor was foreed to be- 
stow in his official capacity. It wasalso $500 more than the 
salary of the Governor of the State; yet he (Mr; Warant) did 
not complain of its being too much. 

As to the district clerk, the office was a laborious one; and 
here he would correct the statement of the Senator from South 
Carolina, that the Attorney General of the United States had 
left his office for the purpose of accepting that of district at- 
torney for the southern district of the Siate cf New York. 
The Senator would remember that Mr. Butler resigned a year 
before he accepted his new appointment, without any expecta: 
tion of taking office, but with the fixed purpose of returning to 
his private practice. The misfortunes and embarrassments of 
thecountry had rendered that office profitable to him. It was 
desirable to have a man who was worthy of the important trust, 
and for this reason he (Mr. Walcnr)—entertairing feelings of 
high personal regard towards that gentileman—had urged his 
acceptance of the office. He (Mr. WRIGHT) felt very little inter- 
est in the matter, further than he believed it would-be apparent 
to all, thatas an act of simple justice, if the proviso were re- 


uses. prevailing in this branch of ` 


tained, it should be made general. And the same might be said 
with regard to the second proviso. Ifthis were the’ case, he 
would vote for it most cheerfully; at present, he could not. 
While he would admit that it was not right in principle to 
raise revenue from the fees of an Office, he thought it equally 
wrong to bestow upon an.individual an office which nets twent 
or twenty-five thousand ‘dollars. The fees should be reduced. 
His opinion , then formed upon a due eonsideration of the mat. 
ter, was, that. instead of striking outthe first proviso, it would 
be better to- make it general, and to add toit an Inhibition against 
the per diem charges of all thedietrict attorneys, clerks, and 
marshals in the Union, of five dollars, which they claimed under 
the bankrupt law; because the law declared that the court 
should be alwaysin session. f 7 

Mr. PRESTON reargued that this was nota salary, but a 
farming out of the office fur pay—the Government receiving 
$20,000, and giving the officer who does the duty but $6,000. 
He denied the propriety of deriving revenue from feeson suit- 
ors for justice. It was wrong-in principle, and ought to be 
abolished; He wasin favor of the adoption of the New York 
principle. 

_Mr. EVANS admitted that the Senator from New York was 
right in principle. He-believed what was understood by depu- 
ties was, not that each officer had apermanentdeputy, but tha 
on particular occasions, when great press of business required 
| attendance at the same time in different courts, the officer 
might employ a deputy for the occasion, to do what he 
could not attend to himself. One objection urged by. the 
Senator from New York was, that this proviso isa virtual repeal 
of the existing Jaw of 1841. By that law the courts were al- 
lowed to appoint tbeir own clerks. But the bankrupt law had 
increased the business; and the two courts (the circuit and 
the district court) were continually running in. session toge- 
ther; and the judges had certified the necessity of an additional 
clerk on that account.: As to the compensation, $4,500; he 
thought it a very moderate salary. It was little enough for a 
competent lawyer, as, besides his professional responsibilities, 
Jarge funds and disbursementsare tobe intrusted to him, for 
which he is obliged to give heavy securities. People do not 
like to become. securities for public officers, having the respon- 
sible disbursement of such sums of money. 

Mr. WOODBURY referred to the law of 1841, and showed 
that the provisions amendatory of that law were framed in 
conformity with the remonstrances of merchants complain- 
ing of the enormous fees they were subjectto. The sole ques- 
tion was, whether this sum was encugh. If itis, the only way 
to prevent abuse is to make ìt the limit. As to the great re- 
sponsibility of the officers, there need be none, because the 
moneys with which they are intrusted can be paid into bank 
in deposite and payment of deputies. 

Mr. BUCHANAN remarked that this was an enlightened and 
practical question of economy. It was whether they should 
increase the expenses of the Government. Instead of the re- 
trenchment promised, he was sorry to see a disposition toin- 
crease rather than diminish the public expenses, The question, 
he said, was, was $6,000 a fair compensation for the district 
attorney of New York? Could any man doubt it. No more 
could have been. desired two years ago, when money was 
not worth half as much as it is now: for one dollar will 
purchase as much now, as two dollars would then. Here was 
an allowance of $6,000 per annum, to be paid in gold and sil 
ver, and yet.it was supposed-not to be sufficient. He denied 
that he was one of those who was for cutting down the salaries 
beyond what might be considered libera], and adequate to the 
services required to be performed. He believed that $6,000, 
to be paid in. the best currency of the country, was amply sufi- 
cient to command the best talents of the young, active, and en- 
terprising men in the city of New York. There might be somè 
old men of good talents, and plenty of means, and without en- 
terprise, who would not accept the office at such a:salary ; but 
he had not a doubt they could procure the best talents 
in that city for the money at such a time as this. Is Con- 
gress prepared to give this district attomey $6,000, $3,000 
for a deputy, and $3,000 more for the expenses of office? The 
Senator from South Carolina [Mr. Preston] complained of 
revenue being raised from fees. Was not the country paying 
its judiciary from three to four hundred thousand dollara an- 
nually; and was it to be said that, after paying the district at- 
torney of New York $6,000. a year, the United States shall 
not retain the balance out of the $20,000 fees of that office, 
in part payment of the enormous advances for the judi- 
cial department? When he first rose, he intended to say 
that he thought the accounts of the district courts ought 
to be audited at the Treasury Department, instead of by ‘the 
judges of the courts.. Instead of the circumstance which he 
had mentioned of the judges of the Supreme Court having 
been alarmed into the adoptionof a rule to reform the enor- 
mous expenditures, being, as the Senator from South Carolina 
{Mr. Preston} imagines, in favor of leaving the matter to be 
matured by them; it was the strongest evidence that great abuse 
had existed, and that a repetition of it ought to be prevent- 
ed, by giving the auditing of the accounts to the Treasury 
Department. 

Mr. MANGUM contended that the fee-bill of 1789 was so 
much higher than the fee-bill of the Supreme Court fadopted 
Jast year, that the amount for the present year was not half 
that of preceding years, and would not probably at the end of 
this year exceed the salaries to be paid to the officers. He did 
not agree with those who had argued that $6,000 was ample 
compensation for any talent requisite for such an officer. He 
placed a much higher estimate on that professional talent and 
personal character which the responsibilities of such an officer 
demanded. 

The question was then taken, and resulted: Yeas 20, nays 18; 
and so the amendment was adopted.> 

The next amendment proposed was to strike from page 23 of 
the bill the following proviso, relative to the clerk of the court 
of the southern district of New York, viz: 

“And provided, further, That the-clerk of the district court 
of said district shall also be clerk of the circuit court in and for the 
same; and that it shall not be lawful to appoint to said offices, 
or continue in the same, a distinct person for each ofice.” 

* The question was put, avd the above was stricken out, 

The vext amendment proposed was to strike from the 23d 
page of the bill the following, relating tothe officers of the court 
of the southern district of New York, viz: 

“And provided further, That hereafter it shall not. be law- 
ful for either of said officers to demand. and receive any other 
or greater fees for services rendered by them, respectively, than 
now are, or hereafter may be, allowed by the laws of the said 
State of New York to the clerks, attorneys, and counsel, and 


sheriffs, in the: supreme court. of said State, in- which: Jike ser- 
vices are rendered.” fos real aa j 

-The question was put, andthe above was stricken: 
out a count. s ~ 3 

The next amendment proposed was to: strike from the 
ty-third page of the bill the following provision relaung 
application of the money appropriated to the. southern d 
court of New York, viz: Ut pee 

“That no part of this appropriation -shall.be applied.to. the 
paymentof expenses incurred by printing the records of any 
causes, except those wherein the United States is. a party and 
liable for-costs,” . 

Mr. ARCHER asked the chairman of 
explanation of this amendment. > 

Mr. EVANS explained that the printing of documents for the 
court had greatly facilitated the business. . The expense: was 
trifling, and attended with beneficial results, ; 

The amendment was agreed to without a count. Seo 

Mr. WHITE moved that the Senate proceed to the consider. 
ation of executive business; which was agreed to; and, after 
some time spent in executive session, : 

The Senate adjourned. 


jut vitho 


the committee foran 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
THURSDAY, April 28, 1842, 
NEW YORK CUSTOM-HOUSE INVESTIGATION. . 

Mr. STANLY, from the Committee on Public Expenditures; 
asked leave atthis time to make a report, 

No objection. being made— ; i ae 

Mr. STANLY, from the said committee, submitted the. fol» 
lowing report: ; IE: 

The Committee on Public Expenditures respectfully submit 
to the House a report made by the Hon. George. Poindexter to 
the Secretary ofthe Treasury. Mr. Poindexter waa one of the 
commissioners appointed by the President, on the 10th of MaYe 
1841, to examine into the affairs of the cugtom-house in, the city 
of New York, 

The committee, being apprized that the expenditures at the 
custom-house in the city of New York had increased very 
greatly for several years past, felt bound to become acquaint. 
ed with the nature and character of these expenditures, that 
the guilty might be exposed and, punished, and like abuses 
corrected for the future. As, however, the time allowed to the 
committee for such an investigation was notsufficient to enable 
them to attempt the investigation with any probability of suc» 
cers, unless they had abandoned the sittings of the House; and 
as they had been informed of the nature of the duties of the 
commissioners, they concluded it would be more satisfactory (0 
the House to wait the report of the commissioners. On the Sth 
day of February last, the House of Representatives adopted a 
resolution reported from the Committee m Public Expendi- 
tures, requesting the Secretary of the Treasury to send a copy 
of the report of the commissioners. Noanewer to that, resolu. 
tion has yet been received. Some days since, the committee 
called on the Secretary of the Treasury, to know: when (hey 
would receive an answer to the resolution referred’to, and 
whether the report, made since the date of that resolution, 
would be sent. Some days elapsed, and no answer came. 
Another letter was addressed to the Secretary of the Treasury; 
and to this, after waiting another day, the committee received ni 
answer. 

The committee, knowing the general desire to be made ace 
quainted with the proceedings of the commissioners; and be- 
lieving that it was due, not only to the House of Representatives, 
but to the American people, that abuses should be exposed; 
and feeling anxious that measures might be taken during the 
present session. to prevent the recurrence of the degrading 
enormities practised at the custom-house, determined to call on 
Mr. Poindexter, one of the commissioners, ahd to submit.the 
result of his labors to the consideration of the House.” : 

This report is herewith submitted, The committee earnestly 
and respectfully invite the attention of the House to its details. 
It is believed that the wickedness of public officers here'ex+ 
posed is unparalleled in the history of any civilized Govern. 
ment; and public interest—the interest of the injured and un: 
justly oppressed citizens—and, above all, public honor, impe- 
ecaly demand a remedy at the hands of the Representatives of 
the people. 

The pore was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. STANLY said he intended to move the printing of the 
same number of extra copies as had been printed of thè wart- 
wout report—five thousand with the accompanying documents, 
he believed, and twenty thousar:d without. 

Mr. WELLER objected. 

The SPEAKER said the motion would be entered on the 
journal. . ates 

Mr. STANLY said that was all he desiredat this time. 
‘The motion was entered accordingly. a 


APPORTIONMENT BILL. 

Mr. EVERETT offered the following resolution: : i 

Resolved, That on Friday next, at 12 o’clock, all. debate in 
the Committee of the Whole on the stale of the Union, on House 
dill No. 73, “for the apportionment of Representatives among 
the several States, according to the sixth censns,” shall cease; 
and the committee shall proceed to vote on the amendments 
that may be then pending, or that shai] be offered to said bill, 
and then report the same to the House, with such amendments 
as may have heen agreed to by the commiltee, provided gaid:bilt 
is notwooner reported to the House. ‘ 

Mr. CUSHING inquired of the gentleman from Vermont (Mr. 
Everett] whether bis idea was that this resolution should 1n- 
terfere with private business to-morrow? te 

Mr. EVERETT. I presume it will. To-morrow 36 private 
pill day, but it is also the day on which bills are debatable. | 

Mr. CUSHING said he was unwilling to interfere with pri- 
vate bills. He suggested that Monday should be substituted for 
to morrow, x 

Mr. ADAMS (very imperfectly heard) was understood by the 
reporter to suggest that there was another reason why the res: 
olution should be modified. There was an ammencment now 
under consideration, the discussion of which, to all appear- 
ances, would not-be terminated. ta. day.: The gentleman from 
Vermont {Mr. Evsrerr] had also signified bis intention to offer 
an amendment of an extremely. complicated nature ; and, if the 
committee were to-have only till to-morrow morning for debate, 
there would be very little time left for discussion on the latter, 
exen on the supposition that the question on the pending 
amendment should betakento-day. ; 

Mr. EVERETT modified his resolution by inserting Monda e 
instead of Friday. 


WEN made suggestion which the reporter could not 


Mt. EVERETT finally modified his resolution so-as: to 
` read“ Monday, at two'o’clock.” And he moved: the..previous 
uestion, y Rete ; 
te MOCLELLAN, of New York, moved that the resolution 


Jie'laid on the table. -- ; ia 
ME EVERETT asked the-yeas. and nays ; which were or- 
Prod, : aS Catan ae ’ 


Was refused, © 3 eae es g R 
“And the qüestion on the motion: to lay the resolution on the 
table was then taken, and decided in the affirmative, as follows‘ 
“VEAS—Messrs. Adams, Landaff: W.: Andrews, Arnold; Ar- 
rington, Atherton, Beeson, Bowne; Boyd, Brewster, -Charles 
Brown, Wm. Butler, Wm. O. Butler, GW. Caldwell, Patrick 
Ce Caldwell, ‘Ehos. J.” Campbell, * Caruthers, Cary; Clifford, 
Clinton, Colquitt, Mark A. Cooper, Cowen, Cross; Richard D. 

avis, Dean, Bastmati, Egbert, -Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, 
Gerry; Goggin, Patrick G. Goode, Habersham, Halsted, John 
‘Hastings, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, Hunter, Charles 
Ji Ingersoll, Jack, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Andrew 
Kennedy, Lewis, Abraham McClellan, Robert McClellan, Mc- 
Kay, Marchand, Alfred Marshall, John T. Mason, Mathews, 
Medill, Miller, Mitchell, Partridge, Payne, Reding, Reynolds, 
Riggs, Rogers, Roosevelt, Saunders, Slade, Truman Smith, 
Snyder, Sumter, Sweney, Richard W. Thompson, Turney, 
‘Van Buren, Warren, Westbrook, James W. Williams, C. H, 
Wiliams, and Wood—78. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ailen, Babcock, Barton, es Blair, 
Boardman, Briggs, Bronson, S. H, Butler, Casey, J. Cooper, 
Cranston; Cravens, Cushing, G. Davis, Deberry, Everett, Fill- 
mare; A. In Foster, Gamble, Graham, Granger, Green, Hall, 
Budson, Joseph R. Ingersoll, James, John P. Kennedy, Lane, 
Lian, Thomas F. Marshall, Samson Mason, Mattocks, Meri- 
wether, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Osborne, Owsley, Powell, 
Randolph, Reed, Ridgway, Rodney, Wm, Russell, James M. 
Ruissell, SaltonstalleShepperd, Simonton, Stanly, Stratton, 
Alexander IL H. Stuart, John T. Stuart, Taliaferro; John 
B. Thompson, Tillinghast, Tolend, Triplett, Trumbull, Wal- 
Jace, Watterson, Edward D. While, Joseph L. White, Win» 
'throp; and John Young—65. 
| So the resolution was l«id on the table, 


ae CHESAPEAKE AND OHIO CANAL. i 

Mr. JOHN T. MASON asked and obtained the consent of 
the House to present a memorial froma large number of the 
cit-zens.of Alleghany county, Maryland, including the grand in- 
questof said county, praying Congress to surrender the stock 
Meld by. the General Governmentin the Chesapeake and Ohio 
Canal to the State of Maryland. 

Mr. M. said, as this was a subject of deep importance to the 
State of Maryland, and particularly to the district he repre: 
sented; and ag the memorial. briefly set forth the history of this 
great work, ani the grounds upon which the memorialists 
dased their prayer to Congress, he would move that the mes 
morial be printed, and that it be referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. wis, 

.,. Which motion prevailing, the memorial was referred accord- 
ingly, and ordered to be printed. 

ees BRITISH COLONIAL TRADE, 

« On motion of Mr. CUSHING, the House proceeded to the 
consideration of the resolution heretofore submitted by Mr. 
Apams, providing that 10,000 extra copies of the report made 
by his colleague, [Mr. Cusnine,} from the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs, be printed. ; 

And the question being on the adoption of the reselution— 

Mr. HOPKINS moved to amend it by atriking out 10,000, and 
inserting 5,000. . 

After a remark from Mr. ADAMS, which was understood to 
be, that nothing could be more important to the country than 
this subject— ` $ 

The question was taken, and the amendment was rejected. 

„And the question recurring on the adoption of the resolu- 

ton-- 

Mr. HOPKINS asked the yeas and nays, which were order- 
ed; and, being taken, were—yeas 91, nays 69. 

So the resolution was adopted. pi 

SITTINGS OF THE HOUSE. 

Mr. CARY of Virginia asked leave to offer the following re- 
solution, which was read for information: i 
„ Resolved, That on and after the second day of May next, 
this House will take a recess daily from two until half- past 
throe o'clock p. Mo when it will again meet to transact the 
business of the.country, for which purpose alone its members 
were sent here by the people. 

Mr. RYERETT objected. And Mr. E. moved that the House 
aoe itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 

Mion. y R 

The SPEAKER stated to Mr. EVERETT that the gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr Cary] was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. CARY said he desired thatsome reason might be assign. 
ed for objesting to rhe resolution. í 

The SPEAKER said discussion was not in order, 

Mr, CARY ingaied if he could not ask the yeas and nays on 
the adoption of the resolution? 

The SPEAKER said the resolution was not received. But 
the gentisman could move a suspension of the rules for the pur- 
pose of receiving and considering it; and could ask the yeasand 
nays on that motion. 

Mr. CARY moved a suspension of the rules, and asked the 
yeas and neys; which were ordered. 

The reading of the resolution was again called; and, having 
been read, some obiection, of rather a jocose character, was 
made to the laiter clause of it. , g 

Mr. CARY said he was willing to modify the resolution so as 
to suit the most fastidious taste. 3 

The SPEAKER said the question was not debatable, 

Mr. CARY modified his resolution to read as follows: 

“Resolved, That on and after the second day of May next, 
this House wiil take a recess daily from two until half-past 
three o’clock, p. m., when it will again meet to transact busi- 
ness.” 

The question was then taken on the motion to suspend the 
rules; and was decided in the negative: yeas 90, nays 88. 

: So, twotthirds not voting in the affirmative, the rules were not 
seuspended, andthe resolution was not received. f f 
t: EVERETT moved that the House resolve itself into 
ymmitice of the ‘Whole on the state of the Union. 
ENNEDY, of Maryland, and Mr. STANLY, were un- 
argen a Withdrawal of the motion. © © > 
WELLER insisted on the queation being taken; 


E- als moved that there-be a call-of-the House; which 


it NEW YORK CUSTOM-HOUSE INVESTIGATION. - 


Mr. ROOSEVELT said he rose to make a privileged motion. 
He had voted for the printing of the report of the Committee. 
on Public Expenditures, made this morning, in relation to the 
New York custom-house, under the idea that it.was the result 
of the investigations of the committee itself, Other members 
informed him they had voied under the same impression. On 
looking into the document, which, was very. valuminous, he 
found that, instead of being the work of the committee, it was 
the report of Mr. Poindexver, one of the commissioners appoint- 
ed by the Presideut;-and was made, not to the House, but to the 
President. He would not insist on the disposition of the mo- 
tion at this moment; but, as he wished a little time to look into 
the matter before printing, he merely desired that the motion 
should be entered oa the journal, that he might call it.up here- 
after. - : N 9 3 ~ 
The SPEAKER. -There was no division on that question. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT. T know there was no division; but I 
gave my assent’to the motion, and suppose, therefore, that 1 
have aright to move a reconsideration. — ee 

The SPEAKER. The motion is notin order. No division 
was had, and it isnotin the power of the Chair to determine, 
when there was no division, whether the gentleman voted in 
the affirmative or not. s 

Mr. WELLER. But the gentleman himself states that he 
voted in the atfirmative. 7 

The SPEAKER. There is no case wherea motion to recon- 
sider has been entertained under such circumstances. - 

Mr. BRIGGS called for the question on the motion of Mr. 
EVERETT. at 

Mr. ROOSEVELT said he would appeal from the decision 
of the Speaker. g 

The SPEAKER said the appeal would not be in order, as 
there wasa motion pending to go into committeė. g 

Mr. STANLY suggested that the further consideration of the 
bill to prevent the traneportation of letters and papers coastwise 
in foreign steamers had been postponed. until this day, 

The SPEAKER said the motion of the gentleman from Ver- 
mont (Mc. EVERETT] had the priority. a 

Mr. STANLY said he hoped it would be voted down; in order 
thatthe House might take up and dispose of the bill to which 
he had referred, j k ; 

The question was then taken on the motion of My. Erv- 
RETT, and, by ayes 83, noes not counted, it was decidga in the 
affirmative, j F; 


APPORTIONMENT BILL. ï 


So the House resolved itself into Committee} ofithe Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. ALLEN: of Maine }ig’ the chair,) 
and resumed the consideration of the bill for the 4gportioament 
ef Representatives among the several States, actdrding to the 
sixth census. 

When the committee rose last evening, the a 
tion was as follews: 

Mr. Haxsrep, fromthe Committee of Elections, had moved 
to amend the bill by adding the following as section 2: 

And be it further enacted, 'Fhat each State shall be divided 
by the Legislature thereof, into as many districts, composed of 
contiguous territory, asshall be equal to the number cf Repre- 
sentatives to which said State may be entitled in the House. of 
Representatives of the Congress of the United States, and that 
each of the said districts shall elect one Representative. 

To which amendment Mr. CAMPBELL, of South Carolina, had 
moved the following amendment: 


Thatin every case where a State is entitled to more than one 
Representative, the number to which each State shall de enti- 
ued under this apportionment, shall be elected by districts com- 
posed of contiguous-erritory, equal in number tothe number of 
Representatives to which said. State may be entitied, no one dis- 
trict electing more than one Representative. 

Which said amendment Mr. Haxstep had, on behalf of the 
Committee of Elections, (as the reporter understood,) accept- 
ed asa modification of the amendment reported from that com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Corauirr had then moved to amend the amendment, by 
excepting from the operation thereof the State of Georgia. 

And the question pending was on the amendment to the 
amendment. f 


Mr. KENNEDY, of Indiana, who was entitled to the floor, 
resumed his remarks commenced yesterday; but there was so 
much noise and confusion in the hall, an Particularly in the 
alcove in the rear of the reporters’ desks; that it was some con- 
siderable time before the reporter could catch a word, When 
order was somewhat restored, he (Mr. K.) was understood to say 
he would propound a question to the committee: Under the Con- 
stitution. of the United States, Congress had the power tu organ- 
ize the militia; the States exercise the right, tili Congress shal} 
take the-matter into ‘its own hands: now, he asked if ‘Congress 
could take the matter in hand, and order the States to organize 
their militia in a eertain manner? Should. Congress do. so, 
what. would be the answer of the States? - They would give the 
same answer that they would give should Congress order them 
to do the act required by this amendment. They- would say, If 
you believe the thing to be rightand necessary, do it yourself; 
but do not undertake to order us to do it. Whatever power 
this Government exercises, it must exercise it itself; it cannot 
order the States to exercise it. If Congress should undertake, 
not only to interfere with the internal relations of the States, but 
to command and enforce the States to do certain acta, the Fed- 
eral and State Governments would inevitably come in conflict; 
which could not happen without crippling, to a certain extent, 
the former, and strengthening the latter. He, therefore, admon- 
ished all those friendly to the powers of the Federal Govern- 
ment not to permit it to come into conflict with the States, in 
which it must inevitably suffer. Mr. K. held that the State 
Legislatures, and their members, were as independent as this 
House and its members. They were not slaves, and would re- 
volt at any unauthorized assumption of power over them, 

The fennoman from Kentucky [Mr. Davis] admitted that, 
when this idea was first started hy his colleague, [Mr. UNDER. 
Woop,]ithad great plausibility; but thought that it was de- 
stroyed by the words giving Congress the power tv alter the 
districts of the States. Now, for his part, he (Mr. K.) did not 
see any force in this objection; for if it did give Congress 
that power, it did not give the power to command the States to 
doit. All that it did was to give Congress the power to make 
the districts itself, or to alter those made by the States; Though 
Congress might do the act, it could not order the States to do it; 
it could not order the State of Indiana to take part of his Con- 
Sressional district, and add it ‘to 
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one of those who did not believe one word of the inherent rights 
‘or implied powers of this Goyernment. We ‘are, said he, only 
trustees ; We are not acting on our own rights; we are not pris- 
cipals; we have trusts delegated fo us, and those trusts we must 
faifil ourselves; for there is no principle in law better settled 
than that a trustee cannot delegate his trust to another. The 
sosition of the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Unperwoop]} 
was clear and undeniable, that if Congress had the right, under 
the Constitation, to district the States, yet it had no such power 
given toit to command the States to do it. It was madness to 
teli the Statė Governments that they are bound by the acts of 
this Government. © He’ recollected the attempt that was made 
to compel the State of Georgia to do a certain act. She was or- 
dered to turn loose a murderer, and she set the General Gov- 
ernment at defiance, and-hung the man. There never was a 
mandate issued by this Government to any of the States that 
was nottreated with scorn and contempt, and thie Government 
fellin the conflict. Mr. K., said-he was m favor, as he had before 
rémarked, ofthe district system. He believed it to be the best; but 
ifthere wag any one thing that would make him give it up, and go 
for the general ticket system, it would be the attempt on the part 
of this Government to control his State. Something had been 
said ia the course of the discussion about State rights, He never 
was a professor of the doctrine, and did not pretend to know 
exactly what it was. The gentleman from Virginia {Mr. 
Summers] said that the amendment was so consistent with 
State-rights doctrines, that he was astonished that any State- 
tights man should resist it. He accounted for this, as our 
Saviour did for the perverseness of the Jews; by saying that 
they did not know what they did. Now, he would tell the gen- 
tleman that if this was State-rights doctrine, he was against it. 
What he understood State rights to be wasa sirict adherence 
to the Constitution; resistance to all usurpations on the part of 
the Federal Government, and keeping both the Federal and 
State Governments within their proper sphere. Now, he 
would ask the State-rights men what could be more offensive 
to the States than for Congress to go into them and cutthem 
up into districts; and then tell them that it was done in parsu- 
ance of State rights? The gentleman from South Carolina 
said, that at the other end ofthe Capitol the States were repre- 
sented, andthat in this end of the Capitol the mass of the Amer- 
ican people weré represented, Now, he denied this doctrine toto 
celo. He denied that there was any such thing in this Government 
as one branch of the Legislature representing the American peo- 
ple in gross. He denied the doctrine, and could prove its falstty 
by a test that could not be controverted...Why was there no 
such thing as the representation of fractions in that House? Why 
don’t you put your fractions together—the fractions of Indiana 
and the fractions of Ilinois; and let them send a Representative? 
for this could be done, if this branch of the Legislature repre. 
sented the American people in gross, He denied, then, that 
this House represented the mass of the American pesple, and 
for the best reason in the world—that it was not a consolidated 


` Government; and the very moment such a representation was 


attempted, the State lines would be wiped out, anda consoll- 
dated Government established. Mr. K. then went onto show 
the evils that would result from any interference with the in. 
ternal concerns of the States in the manner contemplated by the 
amendment; commented on the extreme hazard of the under- 
taking; demonstrated its unconstitutionality; and finally showed 
that a continuance. of such usurpations on the part of this 
Government would end in the destruction of the Union. 


Mr, PAYNE said he regarded this question as one of vital 
importance, and therefore he desired to give the reasons by 
which he was influenced in opposing the proposition now before 
the committee; and he should not occupy more time than was 
absolutely necessary to present his views to the consideration of 
the committee. He alluded to the amendment proposed by the 
gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. Campgexzy;] and that 
amendment proposed to do—what? To direct the respective Le 
gislatures of the States of this Union to district their States. 
Now, he asked what authority this House had to make such an 
order or requisition on those Legislatures?. In looking over the 
instrument which rutes and guides, as it called into exist- 
ence, this body, he saw nothing inthe slightest degree justifying 
the amendment. Though, in making this declaration, he did not 
intend to deny to Congress the power to prescribe the time, 
place, and manner of holding the elections, yethe denied that 
Congress was authorized to issue such an order; and he gave it 
as his opinion, that it wuuld be absurd in Congress to issue such 
a requisition. Why was it absurd? Because there was not a 
State in the Union that would not treat it with contempt, and 
with the contempt which it merits. What! order them to do 
what they did not choose to do! Go into the States and inter- 
fere with their internal policy! It was idle to do so, The 
States would not obey; and what would be the consequences of 
failure to obey an order which Congress might choose to give? 
Take Georgia, for instance, which. elects under the general 
ticket system; one of her members there, said she would be sure 
to disobey—and why? Because it was her favorite policy, on 
which she -had always acted, with the exception of one single 
election for members of Congress. And what wasthe tesult of 
her change then? Why, they were told that. the next Legisla- 
ture repealed the law; and-all subsequent elections were con- 
dusted according to her favorite principle. Again, take New 
Hampshire; and would she do it? She would -pay not the 
slightest attention to any such requisition. which they might 
make;. but she would continue under the general ticket system 
as heretofore. Her members would come hereto the next Con- 
gress, and they would be compelled to admit them or—what? 
Expel them as not qualified; and thus ensure a collision between 
the State and the Federal Government. And did any gentle- 
man wish to see such a collision? Might he point to a case, jn 
which it had occurred? and had they not seen the lightning of in- 
dignation flashing across this Hall; and did not evéry patriotap- 
prehend disastrous consequences there? It was the object of 
every patriot to guard against such results, by opposing himself 
to hasty, inconsistent, absurd legislation, which would bring 
them shout 7 

But he mustbe permitted to go further, and to say that this 
might be put forth but as a feeler to eatch the public eenia, 
preparatory to a more important step to be taken. He gave 
that as his opinion, for he could not believe that any considerà- 
ble portion of that House could seriously favor a proposition s0 
absurd; but if it was a feeler to pave the way for a great quea- 
don which was behind—the districting of the States by this body 
~then would come a question that would require not only:the 
grave deliberation of this House, but of the whole people also. 
And here he might be led to inquire into the power of this Gov- 


ernment to adopt that course, For himself, he did nothelleve it 


existeds and whatever opinion he held he was not afraid to ey 


press; though hefound gentlemen who had written and spoken 
on the subject entertained a different opinion. -= >... 

They had been told that, like every other department of the 
Government, they. were the Representatives of the States; and 
he believed the. converse of that proposition had been taken— 
that-they were one confederacy, which overrode and broke 
down every conflicting interest.. Butdid they find one solitary 
allusion in the Constitution to them but as the Representa- 
tives.. of States?’ The Constitution said, * Representatives 
and: direct ‘taxes shall be apportioned. among the several 
States,” &c. And in the election of President and Vice 
President by Congress, they were alluded to- as the Repre- 
sentatives of States. That being conceded, that they were the 
Representatives of the States, and not of the aggregate peo- 
ple of this Union, what elected them? The. Constitution was 
notailent on that point. Tne second section of article second 
said: “The House of Representatives shall be composed of 
members chosen every second year by the people of the seve- 
ral States.” If, then, the people of the States were to elect 
them, what right had Congress to say that a district only should 
elect? for it could not be an election by a State, if a fraction only 
voted. To illustrate that position, he would ask what they 
meant when they spoke of the people of the District of Co- 
lumbia? Did they mean Georgetown or Alexandria, as contra- 
distinguished from each other? When they spoke of the peo- 
ple of Virginia, did they speak of Richmondor Williamsburg 
alone? When they spoke of France, did they speak of Bordeaux, 
Paris, or Marseilles? They must see at once, tat by an ex- 
„pression ofthis sort, they meant the whole people; and they had 
no.right to say that a fraction of the people shall elect. Theright 
wasgivento the people by the framers. of the Constitution to 
vote for their Representatives, and any attempt to abridge that 
right was anabridgment ofthe right of:the citizen. 

Suppose a State. entitled to five Representatives, for. which 
the people, by the Constitution, were authorized to: vote; ifthey, 
by a statute jaw, should gay that the voter should vote but for 
one, did they not deprive him of four-fifths of his rights, and 
by that amount abridge the elective franchise? And if they 
could deprive him of four-fifths of his rights, could they not go 
a step further, and depriv: n vi the whole? He granted that 
Congress might alter the State regulations as to the time, place, 
and manner of holding the elections; but that. did not conflict 
with the right of every voter tu vote for every member for a 
Siate. They harmonized with each other, if Congress simply 
regulated time, place, and manner of holding the elections; 
whether they were held by a circuit judge or a county judge, a 
sheriff or a marshal, But as well might they claim the power 
to establish a bank hy the power to regulate commerce, as to 
claim the authority now contended for under the power to which 
allusion had been made. 

His views were, that they had no power under the Constitu- 
tion to district the States, for another reason. By the exercise 
of such power, they would not only abridge the rightof the citi- 
zen; but they went furiher, and abridged the qualification of the 
Representative, and prescribed a new one for the member him- 
self. Now, he asked if they could do indirectly what they could 
not do directly? ‘They could not prescribe a new qualification 
by statute, but they indirectly did it by districting the Statés. 
The qualification of Representative prescribed by the Constitu- 
tion was, that he shall have attained to the age of twenty-five 
-yeats, and been seven years a citizen of the United States, and, 
when elected, shall be an inhabitant of the State in which he 
shall be chosen. These were all the qualifications required by 
the.Constitution; but they were about to require, by this amend- 
ment, that each member should live in a particular section of a 
State. Now, he hoped Congress would not attempt to do that 
indirectly which they could not do directly. 


Again: all the power which regarded the selection of Repre- 
sentatives applied also to the election of Senators, except as to 
the place of election. The gentleman from Georgia the other 
(day asked if they.could draw a line through the State, and say 
that one Senator should be elected for one section of the State 
so divided, and the other for the other section; and it appeared 
that the answer would be, that they could draw no such line, 
because the Senators were elected by the Representatives of the 
people in the State Legislatures. And hew were members of 
Congress elected? Why, ifthe Constitution meant any thing, 
by the people. Then could they not just as well elect a Senator 
for a district marked by a division line drawn through the State, 
ag to say that the Representatives of the people there should be 
limited to districts?. There was not the slightest difference, so 
far as the Constitution was concerned: one was an election by 
the people as a whole people, and the other by the Legislature 
of the State; and the question between the two stoodon a most 
perfectequality. 

But suppose that Congress had the power: was it proper that 
Congress should exercise it? Had those circumstances arisen 
which were contemplated by the framers of the Constitution? 
Had any State ofthis Confederacy refused to discharge its duty 
to elect Representatives to this body? Not one. Why, then, 
take up this power? “Could it be possible that the party which 
sorecently swept over thislandlike a whirlwind, was dissatis- 
fied with its position? Were they conscious of receding power, 
and was this an attempt to perpetmate it? Could that be the 
object? Was that to be done at this Congress? He would tell 
the gentlemen, ifsuch were their intentions, that their attempt 
would be futile; and he would also remind them that “whoin 
the gods wish to destroy, they first make mad.” Let them go 
on and add to the measure of their unwise acts; and the de- 
struction of Lucifer, when he was hurled from the highest 
Heaven, would not be more signal than theirs. 


Jf, then, those gentlemen would be advised by him, they 
would fail to add this extraordinary act to those they have al- 
ready done in thisbody. But among other strong objections to 
the districting of the States by this Government, there was this: 
that they would increase the legislation of Congress three-fold; 
for every Congress to be hereafter elected would also take it up. 
They might district the States to-day, because itsuited the inter- 


ests of the dominant party; and, perbaps, the next Congress 
would undertake to establish the general-ticket system: and, he 
asked, was such legislation necessary? Would it add to the 
stability of this Republic? Would ut result in good to any por- 
tion of the confederacy? It would not, and they should not 
adopt it. If this principle was adopted by this Congress, in- 
stead of coming here to legislate for the whole Republic, their 
successors would have in their eye their own security, and the 
party in power would seek to perpetuate its own existence, and 
to sink those that were opposed to them jn party politics; and, 
instead of being a deliberative body for the transaction of the 
public business, they would find it a corrupt, degrading, vitiated 


place, in which there would 
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What, then, was the argument used by the gentleman from 
South Carolina and others in favor of the adoption of this sys- 
tem? Why, it was that the smalier Stafes might be protected 
against the greater States. But did they beiieve that the larger 
Btates deemed it necessary to adopt the general ticket system 
to accomplish any greatobject? Did they believe that any ac- 
tion of the smaller States could precipitate or prevent the action 
of the larger States? No; but there was something more ridic- 
ulous in the argument than all this; and the gentleman’s argu- 
ments reminded him ofthe Lilliputians binding Gulliver, who, 
as soon as he awoke, snapped the bonds’ with which he was 


bound. It was just as ridiculous to talk of the small States" 


binding the Jarge ones here, for whenever the large States chose 
to act, they would do so; and in what did they rely to control 
the action of the large States? In the first place, in their sense 
of moral right. Where next? In the conflicting interests in 
those States themselves, But if these were found too powerless 
to control them, where next lay security? In the other end of 
the Capitol; and perha 
be found, especially if a bank should be projected; and he 
thanked God that it wasso, There was the security of the 
small] States, provided they could not find itin the diversified in- 
terests of the large States, and in their. own sense of moral right; 
and this was one of the beauties of our system—that a minority 
canbe efficiently protected. . 

Would, then, the dominant party force this measure upon 
them? Hetrustednot; butif they were determined to do it, 
let them remember that the day of reckoning may come They 
could not much longer remain in power: the whole history of 
the Government had proved èt. They possessed power row; 
but if they disregarded all the obligations of justice, and exer. 
cised their power with tyranny, a d 
prevail. Public sentiment had declared that they could not 
much longer hold this Government; and, as with a change of 
Administration there would be a change of policy, he resisted 
the adoption, and protested against the passage of this amend- 
ment to the bill. 

Mr. BARNARD, after observing that the proposition now 
before the committee had -been introduced by one of the 
standing committees of the House charged with the con- 
sideration of this subject, said, that, iffor no other, for thisreason, 
it was entided to the calm consideration of the House; that it 
was a new proposition, this being the first time, he believed, 
in the history of the Government, when it had been introduced 
to the consideration of Congress; that it was a subject of deep 
interest and importance to the country; and, after bespeaking 
for it a caim and deliberate consideration, such as it bad re- 
ceived in the august assemblies which framed and which rati- 
fied the Constitution, proceeded to remark that the proposition 
was, that the Representatives in Congress should be elected 
hereafter by districis—a single Representative for a single dis- 
trict—-referring to the several States to make provision for such 
electi ns. What wasthe provision of the Constitution on this 
subject? That the “times, places,and manner of holding elec- 
tions for Senators and Representatives shall be prescribed in 
each State by the Legislature thereof; but the Coagress may at 
any time, by law, make or alter such regulations, except as to 
the places ofchoosing Senators.” 

The first observation he had to make on this provision of the 
Constitution was, that the whole power over the subject was 
granted by this clause. It was a grant of full and plenary 
power over a particular subject, viz: the time, place, and man- 
ner of holding elections for Senatorsand Representatives. On 
whom was this power conferred? First on the States of this 
Union. Had the States any power over this subject, except that 
derived from this clause of the Constitution? Could any man 
contend they had? If they had, where did they get that power? 
Was it the original power of the States tv provide for the times, 
places, and manner of holding elections for another Govern- 
ment? The power could not exist in the States before the ex- 
istence of the Government, and it was the Constitution of the 
United States that brought this Government into existence. It 
seemed to him absurd to suppose that any power over this sub- 
ject could exist in the several States, except as conferred on 
them by this clause of the Constitution. This was an indepen. 
dent Government—of limited powers, he granted—restricted to 
the powers conferred on it by the Constitution, and indepen- 
dently existing from the moment of the adoption of this Con- 
stitution, without the leave or license of the States or any other 
Government on earth. What other Government—either the 
States or any foreign Government—had a. right to interfere 
with the manner of the election of independent ofiicers of this 
independent Government, which derived its existence from the 
Constitution? No such power existed in the States. They 
were, if you please, absolute sovereignties previous to the fo: m- 
ation of the Constitution; but, as such, had nojsuch power 
whatever as was here conferred on them by this Constitution. 
It followed, then, that the authority which the States of the 
Union had over this subject, whatever it might be, was granted 
by the Constitution in the clause justread. The only power 
over this subject was given by this clause of the Constitution. 
A power was not only by this Clause given to the States, but a 
full and plenary power. 

If the States had a full and plenary power given tothem by 
this clause of the Constitution, then this Government had the 
same power given toit. He conceded that this power on the part 
of the Government was notto be exercised, except in certain 
cases. He did not believe it was the intention of the Constitu- 
tion that this Government should exercise this power, except 
when the States neglected or refused to perform itat all, or to 
perform it in a manner satisfactory to this Government. The 
powers of this, Government and of the States were original 
powers and concurrent powers; and the power of this Govern- 
ment was a power of revision, appellate as well as original, and 
it had a perfect right to review every thing the States did on this 
subject, and, if they saw fit, to correct it. It was impossible for 
him to imagine how any man could argue that any power was 
given to the States on the subject, which was notalso given, in 
Certain circumstances, to this Government. Whatever, thete- 
fore, the power of the States might do, the power of this Gov- 
ernment might review, revise, and correct, when it saw cause 
for correction. K 

In his opinion, the time had come when, in consequence of 
the manner in which some ofthe States of the Union bad per- 
form this duty, it was the duty of Congress to interfere in 
this matter. It was proposed by this amendment to cor- 
rect the proceedings of the States in one single particular. Very 
streauous opposition had been made in some quarters of this 
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at the other end of the avenue, it might - 


ifferent policy would soon - 


Hall to this proposition, on the ground that this Government | 


was. undertaking, -b “this proceedin 
States: to do certain things; and-gentlemen ‘had: 
take: care. how. they brought. this Gocernmel 


to perform their duty underthe Constitution. | Hany body, or 
any thing, gave order to the Statés, it was the Constitution; and 
yet gentlemen complained about anorder from this Govern- 
ment.on the States. Both this Government and the States. were 
servants of one. common master: and here itis, (said: Mer. B.) 
{holding up.a copy of the Constitution.] 

He knew very well it had heen said, aodthe ground strongly 
taken in debate, that the States might divide their population 
into-districte, for the purpose-of electing Representatives , to 
Congress; but that this Government could not, and that the 
States should elect by.the whole body of thé peeple voting for 
their Representatives. The plain conclusion from. this. argu, 
ment would be, that every individual who held his seat elected 
by the general. district. system was here. without authority. 
That would be the inevitable conclusion, ifthe Constitution was 
clear thatevery Representatiye must be voted for by ‘he people 
of the States at large. In order to getrid of thisdiffieulty, he 
had understood the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. Coraurrr) to 
make a distinction between the power of the States on this sub- 
jectand the power of the General Government. That wès an 
argument to the effect that the States might violate the Consd- 
tution, and this Government might no‘; because the same Clause 
gave the power to both. ‘ 

It was a fallacy to say that the necessary consequence waa, 
that if all the States should elect by the disirict system, dod not 
by the general ticket system, the Representative must reside: in 
that district by which he was elected. It was no necessary con- 
sequence, ‘If the practice of electing a Representative by one 
district who Jived in another district had prevailed in vo other 
State, it had in New York. The common fact was, he granted, 
and it was one of the excellences of the system, that the Repre- 
sentative should be a resident of the distMot by which he was 
elected; but there was. no assumption of authority whatever’ in 
this amendment to direct that thisshould de the case. 

It was said that Representatives elected by districts bad no 
longer the broad iepresentative character, as, by the Constitu- 
tion, Representatives coming from sovereign States ought to 
have. He was not going intà this subject. Ithad been argued 
at the other end of this Capitol in former years, in such a man. 
ner aa left nothing to be added, whether this Governtrent was the 
creature of the Statesor of the people. Ie would referto but 
one single authority on this subject. Virginia was the Biate, of 
all others, which had been looked to as the origin of the doctrine 
that this Government wasthecreature of the States, He refere 
red to the action of the Virginia Convention, which ratified the 
Constitution, after a long and able discussion, in which such, 
men as Patrick Henry had taken groundin favor of the propo- 
sition that this Government was the creature of the States; and 
to the declaration by that Convention that the power granted 
under the Constitution, being derived from the people.of the ` 
States, might be resumed by them. "There was no pretence that 
the General Government was the creature of the people of the 
States—no such heresy could pass in the presence of James 
Madison. He would ask those gentlemen who said that a man 
elected from a district in a State could not be a Representative 
ofa State, what were the members of a State Assembly? Bee 
cause they were elected from counties, and not ihe State at 
large, were they nl representatives of the State? and were they 
not going to vote on interests which did notimmediately concern 
them? And if members elected from districts were Representa- 
tives of the Statein the Erato Legislature; why were they not on 
this floor? In his opinion, they were. 3 

A worthy kolicasno of his (Mr. J. G. Trovo] had referred. 
to the contemporaneous expositions of the meacing ofthe Cons 
stitution. Other contemporaneous expositions had-preceded 
those, and, so faras they could go, had settled the question of 
power. —Ifis colleague had referred to the debates of Madison in 
the Virginia Convention. Mr. Madison had referred to this very 
subject of districting the States as ove of those which werere~ 
ferred, in the first place, to the States and next to the General 
Government. His colleague had gone so far as to put New 

York out of the Union, saying that New Yora had ratified the 
Constitution with a condiuen. ks y 

Me J.G- ELOYD explained, He had said that New York 
had ratified the Constitution with a condition; and that if that 
condition had been inconsistent with the Constitution, it was non 
a ratification at all, and therefore New York shontd not have 
been admitted into the Union. But the fact toat she was tes 
ceived into the Union showed that it amounted to an unqualified. 
vali ca TOT VARD said the resolutions quoted by his colleague 
had preceded the act of ratification, and were distinct from it. 
The act was inconformity with the proposed amendments to 
the Constitution, one of which was: that giving. to Congress 
power over this subject of elections. But, according to the 
view of his colleague, this power was reguired by the Stateof 
New York wo be expunged; and her Representatives Jn Con- 
gress were prohibited from voting in any case for jts exercise, 
and it was made their duty, by every means Ín their power, to 

j ttempts to exercise it. ite p 
resisa a explained. He had insisted that the condi 
tions attached by the State to her acceptance of the Constita 
tion claimed for herself the exclusive j urisdiction of the subjec 
pfelections within her own bounds 3 and, as the jurisdiction 
was exclusive, it could not be held both by the Siate and by 

g: s 
oo NARD continued. His colleague said, in ubelance, 
that, according to his understanding of the ase, Nwe t 
ratified the Constitution under conditions; one 0 = ac) ae 
that Congress stepla ngt Satta ok enarue” ut 
fons, Well, if this were so, his colleag i äi 
er P e that there were various other powers voed by ibe 
Constitution in Congress, which were just as muca 9. hain to: 
by New York as this power, One was the poweria at eaid 
excise on ardent spirit manufactured ii the Staten. nat said 
his colleague to this? Was thie too included in the cone tions 
hich New York. entered the Union? Another was the 
maey S direct tages; another was the power to borrow 

popet 3 a vote of Tess than two-thirds of both Houses 3, 
paar wae the power to raise armies in time of peace by leas 
ano? ta o-thirds; another was the power to deelare war by less 
ken two-thirds. Was neither of these powers ever tobe cx- 
shed by Congress with the consent of the New York aneza: 
tion} There was another “gondition” very remarkable—thay, 


sf 


ion should'be so'amended t 
int Congress who ‘was nol afr 


Robert R. Livingston that this amendment was adopted, by a 
Those who then opposed the ratification in 
various States, and embarrassed it hy every conceivable expe- 
dient, did so because they hated the Constitution; and their de- 
scendants, adopting their principles, had followed in their foot- 
steps, and hated it now, as their fathers did then. ; 


Mr. B. was of opinion that the time had arrived for Congress 
to assume the exercise of its constitutional power in the case; 
Wecause the present mode of conducting elections in the differ- 
ent States was aot equal or uniform, 


This Government was now, ever had been, and ever would 
be, because it ever must be, carried on and administered by 
party... It had so beg fn and so continued; and would be £o ad- 
ministered at this hour, but for sucha concurrence of events as 
had never before been witnessed. The Federal party had: re- 
mained in power for the first twelve years:"the: anti Federal or 
Democratig party had succeeded in turning them out, and had 
held the reins for the next twenty-eight years. Then camein a 
new party with no principles, but a general ery of “retrench. 
Ment and reform,” and they had reigned twelve years; till at 
Jast the Whigs, by an overwhelmin majority, had put them to 
thé rout, and would now hold the administration of the Govern- 
ment, ‘but. for the unhappy division which had arisen between 
the Bxecutive.and Legislative departments, 


Mr. B. scouted the idea of conducting the Government with- 
out party; and when he heard gentlemen profess such a pùr- 
pose, he thought they meant very Jittle of what they said: it 
was an idle dream. ‘And if the Goverament must Proceed on 
party principles, how unfairly did the present unregulated sys- 
tem work, By adopting the system of general ticket, Alabama 
came into the House wich a party strength of five votes; while 
New York, with forty Representatives, exerted a arty force 
of but iwo votes. Was this fair? What he contended jor was 
uniformity. - Whichever way the rule might work, let us have 
one rule torall, 


"He. quoted Mr. Madison in support of his views, and insisted 


that, when he wrote, no such notion as that of a general ticket 


system had entered anybody’s head: it wasan afterthought, de- 
vised for party ends, 


As the existing state of things worked so unequally and un- 
fairly, Mr. B. concluded that the time had arrived forthe action 
of the General Government in establishing a uniform mode of 
election throughout all the States, 


Mr. CLIFFORD spoke at much length, areport of whose re- 
marks will be given hereafter, 

Mr. W. COST JOHNSON obtained the floor, but yielded to 
a motion by Mr. HOPKINS that the committee rise; which mo- 
tion prevailing, the committee rose accordingly, 

Mr. BREWSTER, on leave given, offered the following reso- 
lution, which wae adopted: 


_ Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to commu. 
„Picate to this House the amount paid by Government for 
‘the. use of the steamers. Oneida and Telegraph during the 
Seasons Of 1838, 1839, and 1840, and the expense of transport- 
ing troops and Munitions of war on Lake Ontario and the river 
Si Lawrence since said first-mentioned period; and whether, in 
his opinion, the public service does not require that the Gov: 

ernment should own a steamer on that lake. i 

Mr. JONES, of Virginia, on le&ve given, submitted - 
tion that the report from the Committee on Invalid Pensioner ty 
the case of John F. Wiley, be recommitted, with the petition 
to that committee; which motion was agreed to, : 

Mr. RANDOLPH asked leave to offer the following resolu- 
tion, which was read for information: > 

Kesolved, That the Clerk of the House cause to be prepared 
and printed, for the use of the members, the following tables, 
Wiz. 

Ist. A statement showing the value of bullion, specie, and 
articles of merchandise imported annually, after deducting 
therefrom tke re-exportations, from 1834 to 1840, inclusive, 
which would have baen free of duty under the Provisions of the 
act of Ith September, ee 

d. A statement of the annual imports and exports from 
1791 to 1840, inclusive, distin uishing the imports into those 
paying and those not paying duties, and the exports into those 
of domestic and those of foreign origin: 

34. A statement of the annual receipts and expenditures of 
the United States from 1789 to 1840, inclusive, in a tabular 
form, as set_forth in House document No. 123 of the Ist ses- 
sion vf the 2lst Congress, 

dth. A statement exhibiting the value of merchandise jm- 
ported annually. from 1834 to 1840, according to the statement 
No. 2 in the House document No. 461 of the Present session, as 
corrected at the Treasury Department. 

My. WELLER objecting, the resolation was not received. 

Qn motion of Mr. BARNARD, it was ordered that the Com. 
mittee.onthe Judiciary be discharged from the consideration 


of the petition of- citizens of Jackson county, in Michigan, 


~ against the transaction of business in the post-offices on the 


bath day, and that it be referred to the Committe t 
Office and Post Roads, cl 


then the House adjourned, 


Pets O IN SENATE, 00 
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Mr. STURGEON presented a memorial from citizers of Phil- 
adélphia, recommending an incréase of the tariff, for the resto- 
ration of the currency and of the country to prosperity; which 
was referred to the Committee on Manufactures: K 

On motion of Mr. TALLMADGE, the adverse report of the 
Committeé on Public Lands, on the bill forsatisfying the claim of 
Joseph Roby; was, with some additional evidence from the War 
Department insupport of the claim, 1ecommitted to that com- 
mittee, ine saa ae? 

Mr. YOUNG presented additional documents, from the city of 
Chicago, in relation toa subjectto which he had called the atten- 
tion of the Committee on Public Lands, for a. confirmation of 
the sale of the 16th sections of ‘school lands lying ia that district: 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. ~ karate 

Mr. BAYARD, from the Commitee on Naval Affairs, to 
which had been referred the bill respecting furloughs in the nā- 
val service, reported the same back, with an amendment, ac. 
companied by. a special report, showing the principles on which 
the billought to pass; which waslaid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. i . 

Mr, YOUNG submitted the following resolution: i 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a post road from Ottawa, in La Salle county, by way of 
Middle Point, Mission Grove, Roodville, Milford, Yorkville, and 
Oswego, to Napiersville, in Dupage county, in the State of Ili- 
nois. 

On motion of Mr. YOUNG, the resolution having been read 
and agreed to, documents upon the subject were referred to the 
same committee, . F 

Mr. YOUNG presented the petition of William Austin, of Illi» 
nois, praying the correction of an error in an entry of land 
in Frankford county, Ilinois; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

The bill for the relief ofthe legat representatives of Nathaniel 
Pryor, deceased, was taken up; the question being, Shall the 
bill pass? On which n.otion the yeas and nays were ordered on 
yesterday. 

The question was taken by yeas and nays, and itappeared that 
no-quorum voted—being yeas 15, nays i7. 

Mr. BAYARD suggested that the question be passed over in- 
formally until the Senate was more full, 

Mr. LINN preferred that the question should be taken then. 

The question wasagain taken by yeas and nays, and the bill 
was passed—by yeas 19, nays 12, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bagby; Barrow, Bates, Choate, Clayton, 
Conrad, Evans, Fulton, Graham, Kerr, Linn, Morehead, Phelps, 
Porter, Preston, Smith of Indiana, Sturgeon, Talimadge, and 
Young—19. ; 

NAYS— Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Cuthbert, King, McRoberts, 
Mangum, Smith of Connecticut, Southard, ‘Fappan, Walker, 
White, and Woodbury—12. 

Mr. WALKER presented a memorial from the Legislature 
of Mississippi, praying the introduction of the coin of the United 
States, instead of foreign coin, in post-office payments; and that 
a reduction to that extent be made for postage on letters and 
papers, which would amount to a reduction of 20 per cent. on 

ostages: referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads and ordered to be printed. 

Mr: W. also presented a memorial from the Legislature of 
Mississippi, instructing their Senators and requesting their 
Representatives to vote for a suflicient appropriation for the 
erection of a light-house at St. Joseph’s, between Pearl river 
and Mobile bay: referred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
ordered to he printed, 

Mr. W. also presented resolutions from the same source, in- 
structing their Senators and requesting their Representatives 
to urge upon Congress the great necessity of the speedy settle- 
ment of the claims under the treaty with the Choctaw Indians 
at Dancing Rabbit creek. Mr. W. said the subject was now 
before the Committee on Indian Affairs. He therefore moved 
that the resolutions be referred to that committee, and be print- 
ed. The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. W. also presented, from the same source, resolutions 
complaining of the conduct of Great Britain as to the exercise 
ofthe right of search, and her conduct in relation to the Creole 
case ; and asserting that if these matters are not speedily adjust- 
ed. it isa just cause of war: referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. W. also presented resolutions from the same source, in- 
structing their Senators, and requesting their Representatives,to 
take such a course as will procure the annexation of Texas to 
the Union: which was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. W. also presented a memorial from the same source, 
asking ample indemnity for loss of school sections in that State= 
Meaney ta the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be 

tinted. : ‘ 

F Mr. W. also presented resolutions: from the same source, in- 
structing their Senators, and requesting their Representatives, 5o 
vote so to amend’ the bankrupt act as to` better secure the 
tights of creditors, and tò secure the application of its compul- 
sory provisions to incorporated companies. © Mr. W. remarked, 
that his course had been in conformity to the principles of the 
resolutions, 

Mr. W. also presented other resolutions, from the same 
source, instructing theit Senators, and requesting their Rep- 
resentatives, to vote for (he repeal of the distribution act, or 
so much as distributes the proceeds of the sales of the 
public lands to the States. Mr. W. said the Legislature had 
passed a resolution refusing to appoint an agent to receive the 
quota allotted to Miasissippi. He had already voted, in compli- 
ance with the princìples of the resolution, for ihe repeal. 

Mr. W. also presented resolutions from the same source, re- 
questing the Represeniatives, and „instructing the Senators, to 
vote against any discriminating tariff with a view to protection; 
rien soy permanent national debt; against a national bank of 
any kind. 

Fhe resolutione were then ordered to lie on the table, and be 

Tinted. 

F The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Senate a com- 
munication from the State Department, covering a statement 
showing the number and designation of the passengers who 
bave arrived in each collection district of the United States 
from foreign countries, during the year 1842. 

On inenen of Mr. EVANS, ordered to lie on the table, and be 
printed. : i 3 

On motion of Mr. KERR, the report of the Committee on 
Printing, adverse to printing the report of the Secretary of 


covering the proceedings of the trial of Col, De Russey, 
yous noe and afer a few: remarks by Mr. K. in favor-of 
the printing, and Messrs: MANG: M and TAPPAN against it, 
he adverse report of the committee was concurred in. se 

Mr. MORENEAD, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
to which had been referiedthe bill for the settlement and satis. 
faction of the claims under the treaty. with the Choctaw Inr: 
dians at Dancing Rabbit creek; reported the same back with 

nendments.: 

Mr. PHELPS. gave notice, that when the bill came-up for 
consideration, he ‘would submit a series. of amendments to it. 
THE GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

-On motion of Mr. EVANS, the Senate proceeded to the eon- 
sideration, a8 in committee of the whole, of the bill making 
appropriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of the Gov- 
ernment for the year 1842, and the amendments of the Commit- 
tee on Finance thereto. . f j 

The nextamendment was inpage 25. After line 579, insert: 
‘For allowance to law agent, assistant counsel, and district at- 
torney, under acts: providing for the settlement of private land 
claims in Florida, three thousand five hundred and thirty-five 
dollars and-eighty-two cents.” ve g 

Mr. KING conceived the district attorney of Florida was 
bound, by law, to attend to those duties. He, therefore, wished 
to know if there was any thing peculiar in the nature of these 
claims to require the expense of an assistant counsel or agent. 

Mr. EVANS stated that the construction pet upon the law 
by the committee, was, that an agent was necessary. It pro- 
vides for the employment, by the President, of a law agent and 
assistant counsel; and authorizes him to make such compensa- 
tiou to them, as well as to the district attorney, as he may think 
necessary for securing the interests of the United States, This 
appropriation is to the end of the first quarter of the present 
year for these three officers, and $1,500 for the district attorney 
for the remainder of the year. g 

Mr. KING considered the fact to be this—that the appropria- 
tion caused the appointment, and that the moment the appro- 
priation ceased, all necessity for the appointment would cease. 
if the case was limited to this year, and then to cease, it would 
not be so much matter. hue 

Mr. EVANS explained, that it was so limited. 

Mr, SEVIER pointed out that there was a greater allowance 
of judges and district attorneys for the Territory, than for sev- 
eral of the States, even without a law agent and assistant 
counsel. 9 

Mr. EVANS observed, that the necessity for a law agent and 
assistant counsel, grew out of the extreme difficulty of ebtaining 
witnesses and evidence to sustain the rights of the United States 
to any large tracts of land. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON hoped the law making these allowances 
would be repealed. He called the attention of the Committee 
on Retrenchment to the evident sense of the Senate on this 
matter. 

Mr. MOREHEAD considered the facts to be, that a law ex- 
ists authorizing the appointments and expenditure; and that 
the services have been rendered under the law; and it could 
hardly now be a question whether the payment should be 
made, however just the question might he of repealing the law, 

Mr, SEVIER would have no objection to the present appro- 
priation, with a proviso which he offered, to the following ef- 
fect: 

“Provided, That no allowance shall be hereafter made for 
compensation to a law agent, assistant counsel, or extra pay 
to the district attorney of Florida, for attending to the settlement 
of private land claims in Florida.” _ 

Mr. EVANS objected to the proviso offered by the Senator 
from Arkansas, because, while the law is left in force, authorize 
ing the President to make the appointments, and incur a cer- 
tain expense,an enactment is made in an appropriation bill, 
that no future appropriation shall be made co meet liabilities 
incurred under that law, 

Mr. HUNTINGTON asked the Senator from Arkansas to 
withdraw his amendment, and offer it in the shape of a resolu. 
tion to repeal the law. 

Mr, SEVIER asked the Senator from Connecticut if he se- 
riously thought the resolution would ever be acted upon. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON said he did. 

Mr. WOODBURY asked if this appropriation was in the 
general estimates? | 

Mr. EVANS was not prepared to say. 

Mr. CUTHBERT observed that the fact of this proposition 
having been stricken out in the House was evidence that it was 
considered improper. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Sevrgr’s amendment, 
which was apopted—yeas 17, nays 15. 

The amendment asamended wasthen adopted. 

The next. amendment was page 25, lines 592 and 593, to strike 
out both lines, being “To put in a suitable condition for occu. 
pation the marine hospital‘at Mobile, ten thousand dollars:”? 
which was considered in connexion with the preceding section 
(No. 177,) viz. same page, lines.590 and 591, “To put ina Sait. 
able condition for occupation the marine hospital at Mobile, five 
thousand dollars.” * 

-Mr, KING objected to thisamendment. If 85,000 would only 
put the hospital in condition for occupation, and $15,000 would 
complete it, why not make one appropriation for the $15,000, or 
whatever the cost of completion might be? iii 

Mr. EVANS explained that the committee would have been 
more in favor of an appropriation to complete the hospital, than 
to go on making small appropriations merely to make ‘the 
buildings fit for occupation. The question really was, whether 
$5,000 would be voted for rendering the building tenantable, 
or $15,000 for finishing the building. But certainly both appro. 
priations, ag they now stand, ought not to be made. 

Mr, WOODBURY suggested the propriety of Jetting the mat- 
ter lie over tili the bill is reported back to the Senate, and by 
that time information could be obtained on the subject. 

Mr. KYNG suggested the propriety of striking out both ap- 
propriations, and insert in place of them $15,000 to finish the 
buildings, i 

Mr. EVANS personally had no objections, if the 315,000 
was put in asan appropriation to complete the marine hospital 
of Mobile. 

Mr. WOODBURY showed that, by inserting the words, “to 
complete,” and changing “five” into “fifteen,” the object might 
be attained. = 
, Mr. EVANS thought the object would be attained by adopt- 
Ing the committee’s proposed amendment, and then making an 
additional amendment. ve 

The committee’s amendment was then adopted. ` 

Mr. KING now moved an amendment to strike out the ap- 


Secretary of the Treasury? 


k EVANS said there was some ambiguity about the recom- 
_mendation, whether buth $5,000 and $15 000 would be necessa- 
“Fy to complete the hospital, or only $15,000, - 

“After.a few remarks from Messrs. KING, BAGBY, CRIT- 
TENDEN, and EVANS, Mr. King’s amendment was adopted. 

“The next amendment was page twenty-five, line five bundred 
and ninety-five, to strike out “Hfty,” and msert “one hundreds” 
being “for completing the custom-house at Boston, fifty thou- 

. sand dollars: Provided the sum hereby appropriated be ex- 

pended, undér the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
in fitting and preparing said building for the use of the coltector 
of the port of Boston, and his officers, and notin the continua- 
tion of any ornamental parts thereof.” 

Mr. EVANS explained that the original bill was framed with 
8100000, and that the House struck out that sum and inserted 
$50,000, conceiving it stfficient to render the building habit- 
able; leaving the ornamental part to be completed at some 
other time. The committee had since discovered that it. was 
nót practicable to make the building available for business, 

` without carrying on oth the common work and the anamen- 

tal work. The building had already cost between $600,000 and 
$700,000, and, it was believed, wouldcost two or three hundred 
thousand dollars more before it would be completed. Congress 
hegan the building with its eyes open; and, although it has been 
a very extravagant affair, this was not the time to stop short of 
the necessary appropriations to carry out the design, as the ar- 
chitects and employees would all have to be paid for doing half 
work instead ot full work. 

Mr. CHOATE was well ‘satisfied that the committee had 
come toa just conclusion as to what ought to be done. By ap- 
propriating fifty thousand dollars only, the building will remain 
just as it is fora whole year, a3 he believed that: sum was al- 
ready due.on ii for arrears. Ifan appropriation now of $150,000 
were made, instead of 850,000, another appropriation of like 
amount wouldcomplete the building within two years. It has 
already been five years in progress. He was in favor ofappro- 
priating $150,000 this year, and $150,000 more next year, on the 
general principle that the longer such work is in progress, 
the more it coste; and, therefore, what might be cone 

in two years with $300,000, could not be done in a prolonged 
period for considerably more. Kwasan ili wind that blew no- 
body good; hence advantage should he taken of the present low 
price of every thing to get the work done; besides, the materials 
‘on hand may deteriorate, not to speak of the ruinous effects to 
contractors. The long and the shortof the matter was, that 
- the building had cost more than was expected; but a certam 
gum was necessary to get out ofthe scrape, and the sooner that 
was appropriated and expended the better, Jt was nota gaes- 
tion between stopping short and supplying the work, but one 
of getting out of thescrape, The work, as far as it has gone, 
has been a beautiful werk; and he supposed no one would ad- 
vocate the taste of putting a wooden head on a highly finished 
marble bust. : 

Mr. YOUNG said he hoped the amendment recommended by 
the House of Representatives would be adhered to, The Ren 
nator had declared that the cheapness of materials and lahor 
was a strong reason why they should make a jarge appropria- 
tion, and proceed to compiere this extensive work; but the Sen- 


ator must recollect, on the other hand, thai the scarcity of 


money, and the difficulty of raising supplies, would be a very 
serious obstacle, The reason of his (Mr. Y oune’s) objection to 
the amendment now proposed, was uot that he was unwilling 
that the building should be completed; but it arose from the con- 
sideration that many, very many, appropriations were required 
for equally useful purposes. O.her objects, equally worthy da- 
served their attention; and they should nor make so large 
an appropriation for this. He (Mr. Younes) had some 
time ago mentioned the case of the harbor of Chicago 
The works were already going to dilapidation and decay; 
and yet no appropriation is made for it. And he wouid 
ask if it was not an equally important work; and whether 
it is just and fair that they should exceed the esii- 
mates of the House of Representatives, in reference to this 
particular object, while others were permitted to fall to de- 
cay for want of asmall appropriation? It would be sufficient to 

roceed with the work, to letit progress from year to year, 
His opmion was, that, in regard toall these matters, they ought 
first to raise the money before they appropriated Jarge sums 
like these. At all events, they should not go beyond a reason- 
asle extent, so long as they were obliged to borrow the mo- 


ney. He considered the sum proposed by the House quite 


large enough, under existing circumstances. And though ma- 
terial and !abor—as had been suggested by the Senator—m ight 
be procured at a cheaper rate, yet the difficulty of raising 
money was, in his opinion, more than sufficient to counterbal- 
ance that consideration. The Secretary of the Treasury, he 
observed, had already advertised for contrats for loans, and 
might possibly be under the necessity of accepting less than 
the par value. He asked, then, would it be proper, at such a 
time, to make a large appropriation for this particular work, 
whilst others equally necessary and pressing are left to go to 
2 

oe HUNTINGTON was sorry to find his friend from Minois 
taking such a limited view of the subject. Congress now could 
not go back upon the propricty of embarking in the expendi- 
ture originally. The mere question was, what was the most 
economical manner of getting rid of the annual expenditure? 
No one would dispute that economy and propriety required 
a speedy completion of the work. Tle did not believe that 
either the means or the credit of the Government was 80 €X- 
hausted, as that appropriations for such objects could not be 
made, He trusted that sucha tariff law would soon be passed, 
as would enable the Government to prosecute with energy such 
works as the honor, prosperiy, and creditof the country de- 
mathe debate on thia point was farther continued by Messrs. 
WHITE, YOUNG, and EVANS; in the course of which, 

Mr. WHITE observed that he had been designated, on for- 
mer occasions, a ‘og-roller.” He was no more a jog-rolier 
than those who so designated him; but the difference was, that 
he, coming from a log-rolling country, had avowed himself 
boldly and manfully as going fully with those friends, on great 
cardinal principles, who, he knew, would go for him when he 
had to bring up measures for his secuton of country. THe went 
for the full appropriation for completing the Boston custom- 
house, regretting though he did that such a source of large ex- 
penditure hadeverbeen commenced. He would be glad to see 


the public works at Chicago-retrieved from destruction, and the 
Cumberland road placed in a flourishing condition; but-he did 


_not consider them more essentially entitled to-special appropria- 


‘tions than the works in other quarters of the Union demanded 
for the necessities of commerce. EA ; 

“Mr. BUCHANAN said be was very anxious. that this bill: 
should be passed as speedily as would be consistent with an ex-. 
amination of all the particulars that mightrequire examination. 
Whilst they, without the slightest hesitation, appropriated all 
the necessary sams to pay themselves, the poor clerks inthe 
different departmen's, who were living from hand to mieuth, 
were now almost starving, or else being shaved by the brokers, 
at the rate of about fifteen or twenty per cent. in order to pro- 
cure subsistence for their families. He was therefore sorry that 
the debate had branched-eut in the way it had, beyond its pro- 
perlimits; and that they were to discuss thejinprovement of 
the harbor of Chicago, of Milwaukee, and of Michigan city, and, 
to cap the climax, thatthey were to travel upon the Cumber- 
land road; and all this while considering the subject of the cus- 
tom-house at Boston. Ie would gladly, if it were in his power, 
terminate this exceedingiy irrelevant debate.. With regard to 
the Boston custom-house, he believed there had been the most 
extravagant and unnecessary expenditure of money that could 
be devised. But the work having been commenced, and a large 
sum already expended, it must be completed—that was inevi- 
table. The chairman of the Committee on Finance had in- 
formed them that debts had been contracted in the prosecution 
of the workto the amount of nearly $50,000. He had no doubt 
that this was really the case, because it was uniformly the case 
that their public officers exceeded the appropriations; a thing 
which they ought never to do. It wasa bad practice. But 
if debts had been contracted, they must be paid; that was in- 
evitable, The buildings must be completed, and, for his own 
part, be was willing tò gv to the extent of $100,000 to accom- 
plish this ourpose—$50,000 to pay off the debts and contracts, 
and 50,08 to be spent—-but uo more, in carrying on the work, 
He hoped that when the enormous expense of this work came 
to be laid before them, it would serve as a beacon hereafter to 
warn them against undertaking a large public work without 
first knowing what the cost would be. 

Mr. CRITTEN DEN did riot know whether he understood the 
proposed amendment. or not; if he did, it was lo appropriate 
£100 000 instead of $50,000, and $28,000 for arrearages. 

Wr. EVANS said that was a mistake; the $23,000 was for 
another object, 


Mr. CRITTENDEN continued: he would as soon undertake 
to explain to his constituents in the hackwoods of Kentucky 
the most subtile conception in politics of the Senator from 
South Carolina’s mind, as to explain to them the propriety of 
spending a million of dollars in preparing a custom-housc office, 
or warehouse, at Boston, for the mere transaction of business. 
Fle was as patriotic in his feelings, be trusted, as any man; but 
he could not persuade himseif that it was any element of patri. 
otism to spead millions on millions of dollars of the public 
money en useless ornaments for public buildings. He (Mr. ©.) 
would vote almost any sùm for the erection of a national mon- 
ument orj Bunker’s Hill, while he would not vote one dollar for 
Italian marble capitals on American marble, cut into Greecian 
cotumns for cnstom-house offices, or commercial warehouses, 
Tie wonld not sit bere to vote one day fer borrowing money, at 
an uniimited rate of interest, and on the next day for appropri. 
ating it on marble columus for a custom house. His not denied 
that the $50,000, appropriated by the House, will be suflicient 
to putthe roof on the custom house at Boston. [Several Sena- 
tors near Mr. CRITTENDEN observed, “We deny it.?] Yes, 
gentlemen deny it, according to their conception of propping 
upa cusiom-house roof with marble columns, It might be 
that. he was yet sufficiently familiar with public expen titures 
to look with. complacency ou propositions to make commercial 
warehouses like Solomon’s tempie, or the scatering of money 
drawn from the community in taxation, like chaff before the 
wind: but he could not, in his conscience, vote such appropria- 
tions. What urgency was there for large appropriations on 
this acconnt now? Det $30.000 be tried in this year of great 
necessity and extremity. If there was a spot in the United 
Slates which would engage his heartfelt sy mpathies. it was Bos- 
ton; but not even for Boston would he vote for this untimely 
and unnecessary appropriation. 

Mr. BUCHANAN observed it was somehow or other his for- 
tune, whenever he rose to address the Senate, to have a word 
or two to say to hia friend, the Senator fram Kentucky; and it 
was a most singular position indeed that he (Mr. BUCHANAN) 
should appear in the light of an advocate for the Boston custom- 
house, while his friend, the Seoator from Kentucky, was op- 
posed toit. One thing upon which he would congratulate the 
Senate andthe country was, thatthe Senator from Kentucky 
had now taken a siand in favor cf retrenchment and reform; 
and he certainly showed that. be was sincere when he opposes 
diture for the custom-house in his favorite Boston. 
ssnect to that cusiom-house, he (Mr. BUCHANAN) had 
already said the work bad been attended with encrmous ex- 
pense; and heagreed with the Senator in every thing he had 
said regarding it;but the Senator should be aware that, by with- 
holding an expenditure which was absolutely necessary, he 
may incur the expenditure of a greatersum hereafter, 

Heagreed with the Senator that $50,000 would be an ample 
appropriation for the present year. They dià nət difer at all. 
But ithad been stated by the chairman of the Finance Com- 
mittee, and the Senator fram Massachusetts, [Mr. Cuoare,) 
that it would require $50,000 to pay the debt already incurred; 
and ìt was perfectly evident that to stop the work and disrniss 
the workmen, and ailew it to remain for a year, the building 
itself would be dilapidated, and it would cost more perhaps than 
$50,000 to bring it to the state in which it stands at present. He 
was ready then to vote for the larger sum, on the assurance 
that the work could not otherwise go on; and this he believedto. 
be the true principle of economy. 

Mr. YOUNG made some further remarks on the propriety 
inizing ali the items of appropriation— of resiriciing the 
appropriations to such objects as were indispensable in the 
present exhausted condition of the finances of the Government 
—when they were in fact borrowing money, and, it might he, 
ata ruinous rate of interest. He was in favor of a smaller 
appropriation to the custom-house than was proposed, so as 
to leave sufficient means to be appropriated te objects in the 
West. as well worthy the attention and fostering care of the 
Government, the completion of which was as indispensably 
necessary as the custom-house at Boston; and he again in- 
stanced, among others, the works commenced at Chicago, 
which were dilapidating, and the appropriations already ex- 


makes an appropriation for a specific object, and the agents em- 
ployed to disburse the appropriation not only. do that, but 
transcend their duty or powefs as to incura debt. of. $50,000. 
not authorized bylaw. What was this, but an indirect way of 
` completing the work, whether Congress would or nov} 

oMr. EVANS was very sorry the passage of the’ bill was 
likely to bë delayed by a gratuitous discussion. "The Senator 
from Kentucky was now determined not to vote for any extrava~ 
gant expenditure. If he recollected right, the Senator was a 
member of this body at the time the building was first authorz- 
‘ed, and, from session to session, suffered all the appropriations 
for it to go on-without remonstrance. Butnow that the work 
isnearly complete—only two years being required to finish it— 
what sort of economy was it, to stop short,and let that which 
was already erected atsuch cost go to ruin? The Senator com» 
plains that Congress had been lured on. Lured on! who blind. 
edis eyes? 1f Congress has been wilfully blind, it wag itself 
to blame jn shutting its eyes to the fact, ihat the work was to 
be done, was partly done, and that it must be finished, 

The roof isto be-a massy structure—it cannot depart from 
the plan—and all the essential parts must be carried on simul. 
taneously. This untimely economy would go ‘to expend, 850,- 
000, not to complete the building, but to produce. a picturesque 
mass of ruins. He was opposed to this mode of inefficient ap~ 
propriation. It was the systém which had brought the country 
Into debt. The result of cutting off appropriations short of the 
estimates, is to make the works for which they are granted 
more expensive in the end, than if the whole sum to be expend. 
ed was appropriated from the first moment. The cheapest plan 
was always to appropriate the full estimate for any work, and 
then disburse it as the work is dope, Te was aut prised at the 
views Senators had taken on thie subject. If he had ‘his wish, 
be wouid appropriate $300,000 for completing the work; one 
halt to he drawn from the Treasury this year, and the other half 
next year. è 

Mr, BUCHANAN, after making some remarks on the im- 
propriety of mvolving in this debate appropriaticns to- other 
objects, and not at all connected with the appropriation, to the 
Boston custom-house, said (hat the Senator from Kentucky (Mr. 
CRITTENDEN] and himself, he believed, fully coincided in this— 
that the disbursing officer had no right to go beyond the appro- 
yriatione ; but when the expenses were once incurred, who 
were the parties thatshould suffer? Certainly not. the laborer, 
nor the person who furnished the materials. They had no 
means of knowing that theagent had exceeded his, authority. 
The agent of the Government, or the disbursing officer; Was the 
person whoshould be held responsible. ` Fs 

Mr. WOODBURY regretted that so much misapprehension 
existed with regard to the origin of this expenditure. Te be- 
lieved it was in 1835 a proposition was made to appropriate 
$50,000, which, with the materials of the old custom house, 
was thoughtsuflicient for the purpose of erecting a new custeme 
house. When the proposition came before the Treasury De- 
partunent, he (Mr. W.) was in that office, and visited Boston to 
examine inte the matter; and he discovered that the whote sum: 
contempiate:|—that is, the $50,000 and proceeds of the old cus. 
tom-house materials—would not purchase a site alone, in any 
suitable part of the city. Mr. W. then enteredinto a brief hise 
wry of the appropriations and contracts made: for. erecting a” 
new custom-house at Boston. The sole. question was, a ques~ 
tion of time—shall the work go on faster or slower? but the 
work has to be finished. He might be willing to vote $60,000 
naw, but noL $109,000, to progress with the work, hecause, un- 
der existing circumstances, more (han absolutely necessary 
should nat be expended on any object. It would nordo to make 
largo appropriations, relying on funds in anticipation.. The 
senator from Consecticut [Mr. Eustineron] expects that a 
new tarif bill is to be forthwith passed, which must produce 
an abundant aupply of means for the Treasury, : He could tell 
that Senator that it wasone thing to pass a high tariff bill, and, 
another to collect an abundant revenue from it. If he has not 
already found that ou!,he may discover the fact in a litte time. 

Mr; WILLIAMS spoke in favor of the propriety of the full 
appropriation, even on the ground of economy. Te conceived 
the (rue economy would be, to proceed to the completion of 
the building as rapidly as possible. Ifthings could be recalled, 
and the six or seven hundred thousand dollars already expended 
on the building could be replaced in the Treasury, he would 
hesitate, under existmg circumstances, to vote for even an ap- 
propriation of $50,000; but, as so much had been spent which 
could not be recalled, and a further expenditure is indispensa- 
ble, to make that already spent of any use, he should give his 
vote in favor of the appropriation of $100,000 now asked for. 

Mr. CHOATE explained further what .he had before stated, 
Vie denied that it ever was contemplated by any of the coms 
missioners that a suitable custom-house could, be, built for 
$50,000. He understood, from the best authority, that the great 
bulk of the expenditure already made was on the purchase. of 
the site, and the construction of the foundation. He eulogized 
the characters of the Boston commissioners who had conducted 
the work; and declared he would rather the whole custom: 
house, foundation and all, were sunk in utter desiraction, than 
allow one bair of the head of Mr. Shaw, one of the commis. 
sioners, 10 be touched, so as to injure his reputation, Be con. 
tended that delay in completing the building wouldincur addi- 
tional expense. : See 

Mr. BATES observed that, having begun thig building, 
whether wisely or unwisely, was not the question—though he 
believed wisely. It had been three-fourths finished, end there: 
fore he would not now argue & self-evident truth, that it should 
be finished. The qnestion at issue was, whether. an appropri- 
ation was to be made of $50,000 or $100,000, Ifthe work is to 
he done, now is the most favorable time; and why should it not 

2 
Pee CRITTENDEN observed that the genueman from Maine 
(Mr. Evans} had evinced considerable surprise at the course 
he had taken, and asked where was he when the question was 
up of commencing this work? He was net conscious that he had. 
ever sanctioned by his vote any apprepriauion for the purpose, 
and he did not know why the Senator should assume such a 
proposition. He thought it unnecessary to go back to trace 


-when it originated, or with whom; with that he had nothing tQ 
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for an appropriation in favor of this or any other ex. 
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DYE VANS did not intend to call the Sedator from Kentucky 
ioaccouat for his course;~bitt if the Senator did not voe for 
any.appropriation to carry on this building, or any other of the 
public buildings, did he vore against such. appropridtioss, and 
rise io his place to rake a single speech againattheir propriety? 
If hë did non ii Was now too late'to oppose what be had sanc- 
tioned by hissilence, © ees ces 

Mr. CRITTENDEN contended that he was not accountable 
to the Seuator from Maine ‘for what he did or did hot vote for, 
either now or five years ago; nor for making, or not making, 
a speech for or against any measure under discussion: his re 
sponsibility was due elsewhere, and he was ready to meet it. 
Buc what he now diti say, was, that he would not vote for the 
proposition of the Senator from Maine to continue this extrava- 
gant system of expenditure, by appropriating $100,900, instead 
of $59,000, as recommended by the other branch of Congress, 

It was no ‘argument with him to silence opposition to extra- 
vagant appropriations, by the outery of being too late, and re- 
proach of not at the first making a speech against snch works. 

Mr CALHOUN considered that some explanation was re- 
quisite with reference tothe manner in which they had been 
led.on, from time to time, to incur this enormous expense. It 
appeared that there never had been any official report made to 
Congress ‘upon the subject; and those who undertook to com- 
plete the work paid not the slightest regard to the appropriation. 
They had bern going on from year to year, without looking 
back or examining the cost; and he now rose principally to 
make this single remark, that they had no evidence whatever 
tostiow them that the $300,000, which it was now asserted 
would be sufficient, would, in reality, be so. It had been a 
standing error of Congress, for many. years past, to go on in 
making appropriations for public works, without having certi- 
fied estimates before, them. If, then, there. were no other 
reagon than ‘the absence of any well-grounded assurance 
that it'would be adequate, it would be quite sufficient, of 
itself; to deter him from going beyond the appropria- 
tion agreed to by the House, of fifty thousand dollars—for 
the present, at all events. . Until he saw such evidence pro- 
duced as would satisfy him upon, this point, ho would not goa 
step beyond this. He was not ready to admit the principle that 
the public revenue derived from. all parts of the Union, 
should be rashly and lavishly expended at one particular 
point, where the strongest possible sterest existed to extend 
the amount of that expenditure to the utmost limit practicable, 


‘The yeas and nays were then ordered, and the amendment 
was adopted: yous 29, nays 12, as follows: 

YEAS —Messrs. Bagby, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Buchanan, 
Choate, Clayton, Conrad, Evans, Fulton, Henderson, Hant- 
ingtsn, Kerr, King, Mangum, Merrick, Portor, Preston, Rives, 
Sevier, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, 
Walker, White, Williams Woodbridge, and Wright.—29. 

NAYS.~—Mesars, Archer, Benton, Calhoun, Crittenden, 
Cuthbert; Graham, Linn, McRoberts, Smith of Connecticut, 
Tappan, Woodbury, and Young.—12. 

The next amendment was to strike out the proviso in same 
page, line 595; which was agreed to, 

Mr. WOODBURY asked the consent of the chairman of the 
commits toamend the bill by striking out the word teom- 

emg. 

p Mr. EVANS consonting— 

The amendment was proposed and adopted. 

The next amendment was, page 26, line 599, to insert “for 

vay ment of sums now due for completing the custom-house at 

ew Yark, twenty-eight thousand two hundred dollars;” which 
was adopted. : 

The next was, same page, line 600, after “for,” insert “ex. 
Penses of sixth census, including;” which was aleo adopted, 

The. next was, same page, lis 602, after “each” insert “and 
for distributing ma veluros ofthesixth censusand compendium, 
as directed by the resolutions of Seplember 1, 1841, a ik 
15, 1842; which was adopted, z i a 

The next was same page, line 603, to strike out “ten,” and in- 
sert “eighteen,” adding $3,000 for the distribution of the census 
aor uments, 

Mr. EVANS explained that the $8,090 added was for the ex- 
pense of distributing these documents, amountir.g to seventy. 
one tons atleast. Pwo modes of distributing had been suggested: 
one wasto box them up and forward them by the usual modes 
of transport, which would cost about $6,000, Whenever that 
has been tried, it has been found subject to great inconveni- 
ences, Another was to distribute them by agents, ata cost of 
$8,000, which the committee, on various considerations, consi- 
dered preferable, 

Mr. MCROBERTS considered the additional $2,000 quite un- 
necessary. 

Mr. SEVIER asked how former distributions had beon made. 

Mr. EVANS observed, that the first plan he had named had 
Leen tried, but it was found unsatisfactory. The number and 
quantity to be distributed was now much greater than ever. 

Mr, PRESTON admitted this was a very small matter: and 
he would not, therefore, delay the Senate by many words. Bat he 
thought there was no necessity for it at all. Those who wanteil 
the books and documents, if they wished for them, would send 
for them. 

Mr. EVANS said, if the reselutions of this and last session, 
authorizing the Secretary of State to do this thing, were jeft in 
force, the means of carrying them out ought to be granted. 

The ainend:aent was then adopted: ayes 20, noes 17. 

Oo moiion of Mr, BUCHANAN, 

The Senate adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
FRIDAY, April 29, 1842. : 

NEW YORK CUSTOM.HOUSE INVESTIGATION. 
: Mr. BRIGGS. asked leave to offer the following resolution, 
was read for information: 
ved, That thë Presidentof the United States be request- 
imuricate to this House he report or reports made 

faissioners, or any of ‘them, appointed to investigate 
ancerna of ths New York custom-house, : 


tT. Mr. EVERETT. “The report ig already in 


Mr. BRIGGS; Only.one of them. ‘They. ought all to be 
here. oe : z : y 
Mr, LINN. ‘Fhe other one hasbecn called for by aresolution 
of the 9th of February, but has not yet been received: from the 
Secretary of the Treasury. SEN aiit 

Mr: BXJGGS. Certainly no objection ought to be made to 
the resolution. No harin canbe done by its adoption, 

` Mr. EVERETT. Tobject. a 

Mr. BRIGGS. Then move to suspend the rules. . 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, called for the reading of the 
resolution; which having been again read— ; 

The question onthe motion to suspend the rules was then ta- 
ken, and decided in theaffirmative, without a division. 

And the resolution being thus before the House, and the ques- 
tion being on the adoption thereof— ines 

Mr: BRIGGS demanded the previous question. ` 

Mr. SAUNDERS rose to inquire of the Chair whether a reso- 
lution had not already been passed calling for the reporta.. 

The SPEAKER said he was not able to answer the question. 

Mr. LINN was understood to answer the question according 
to the statement previously made by him. E 

The SPEAKER was thea understood to say that the Chair 
was informed that a call had been made on the Secretary of the 
Treasury. , 

Mr. BRIGGS was understood to say that the resolution was 
Jaid over for debate, f 

Mr. SAUNDERS desired to be informed by his colleague 
{Mr. Stanty] in, what character his report came before the 
House? Whether in the character uf a deposition or-—— 

Mr. STANLY. That is another matter; and when it comes 
up in order, I am fuily prepared to answer iu 

The SPEAKER int»rposed to order. 

And the question being then taken, [the demand for the 
previous question having been overlooked, ] the resolution was 
adopted. 

c. THOMPSON, of Indiana, asked leave to make a report 
from the Committee for the District of Colurabia, 

Mr. COWEN did not wish to object; but his desire was that 
the House, if so disposed, should proceed at once to the consider- 
ation of private business. f 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Indiana, 
sion of the rules. g 

Some conversation followed; when, amidst rauch confusion, 

Tho SPEAKER gaid this conversation was all outof order ; 
and he inquired of Mr. Tuomeson whether he insisted on hie 
motion to suspend the rules? 

Mr. THOMPSON said, Yes; if objection was made to his 
presenting the report. 3 

Mr. WELLER objected. 

Mr. THOMPSON then submitted his motion to suspend the 
rules; which motion was decided in the negative, 

So the rules were not suspended, 

Mr. COWEN moved that the House proceedto the consid- 
eration of the privaic calendar, (Mr. Evzrerrt, chairman ofthe 
Select Committee on the Apportionment of Representatives, 
having intimated his willingness to give up the day to private 
perp which motion the reporter understood to have been 
agreed to, 

"But Mr. ROOSEVELT again rose to the privileged motion of 
which he had yesterday made indication. 

Mr. R, said that he had yesterday made a motioato reconsider 
the vote in relation to the report made by the Committee on 
Public Expenditures in relation to the New York custom- 
house. The Spgaker had then decided the motion to be 
out of order; and the appeal which he (Mr. R.) had indi- 
cated his intention to take from the decision of the Chair was 
declared to be out of order, because there was a privileged mo- 
tion pending, 

There being no such motion now pending, he presumed it 
would now be inorder for him to make the motion to reconsider, 
(this being the last day on which it could be done by the rules,) 
with a view to take the sense of the House on the point oforder, 
if the SPEAEER should still adhere to his opinion yesterday ex- 
pressed. 


Aiter a mament’s conversation between Messrs. ROOSE- 
VELT and COWEN— 

The SPEAKER intimated to Mr. Roosevaxt that this was 
the proper time for him.to make the motion if he so intended, 

Mr. ROOSEVELT said his motion was to reconsider the 
vote on the report made yesterday by the Ce-n-mittee on Pub- 
lic Expenditures, in relation to the New York custom-house. 
Tie did not make the motion on any mere technicality, but be- 
cause he had been under « misapprehension from the statement 
of the gentleman from North Carolina, (Mr. Stany.) He 
(Mr. R.} had not examined the contents of the report, and sup- 
posed that it. was a report from the committee of its own in- 
Veatigations vn the affairs of the custom-house. Sucha report 
he was as willing as any one to receive, Héiwished to suppress 
nothing. Jlis attention, however, had been calledto the matter 
by those who sat near him; and, on going into the Clerk’s office 
and looking into the report, he found it to be 2 report of one of 
the commissioners appeiated to investigate the affairs of the 
New York custom-house. 


Mr. BRIGGS here interposed with the interrogatory, as the 
reporter understood, Did the gentleman vote in the affirmative 
on the motion to print the report? 

Mr. ROOSEVELT. I did. 

Mr. STANLY made an inquiry or suggestion not heard by 
the reporter. 

The SPEAKER, (addressing Mr, Roossvenr.) The Chair 
can only now inquire whether the gentleman voted in the affirm. 
ative on the motion to print? 

Mr. ROOSEVELT. I gave my assent to it. 

The SPEAKER. Thisis a matter for the House finally to 
determine, The Chair has no pride of opinion in it, but is gov- 
erned by what had deen the uniform action of the House. The 
Chair conid not find a single instance in which a vote of this 
kind had been reconsidered. At the extra session such votes 
had been refused on three different occasions; and, according to 
his recollection, such had been the fixed decisien of former 
Speakers. The journal did not show an instance in which a 
vote taken sub silentio, or where no ‘division had taken Place, 
had, on the motion of any gentleman voting either in the majori- 
ty or minority, been reconsidered. The Chair, therefore, de- 
cided that the motion to reconsider could not be entertained. 

Mr: ROOSEVELT wasproceeding to make some remarks, 
when 

Mz. ARNOLD inquired if the 
decisien of the Chair? 


said he would move a suspen- 


gentleman appealed from the 


ne SPEAKER said he understood the gentleman as ap- 

ealing. 

Pir. ROOSEVELT: said he did appeal from the decision, 

i And the question being on the appeal, . ae 

ome R. briefly spoke in opposition to the decision of the 
hair. 

The SPEAKER said he would state that the question ‘of re- 
consideration was a question growing entirely out of the rules 
ofthis House, According to the parliamentary law, there was 
no question of reconsideration. Tt was under the following 
rule alone. that a motion to reconsider could be entertained: A 

“Rule 51. When a motion has been once made and carried 
in the affirmative or negative, it shall-be in order forany mem 
ber ofthe majority to move for the reconsideration thereof on 
the same or the succeeding day.” . 

In the present case, there had been a unanimous vote, or at 
least no division had taken place; no objection had been made; 
and, of course, in the judgment of the Chair, co member, ac- 
cordinz to the practice of the House, had a right to move a re- 
consideration. 

In reply to the only argument urged by the gentleman from 
New York, {Mv. Roussve.n,] that of the iaconvenienge of the 
decision—thatit would entorce on this House an act, however 
strong a desire to reconsider it might exist—that the House 
would be deprived of the privilege of doing s0; the Chair 
would suggest that there was an easy mode of getting rid of this 
Order without a motion to reconsider. It would be in order for 
any member, under the sanction of the House, to move to re- 
scind this very order; thus reaching the object by a direct 
means. ; 

Mr. ROOSEVELT. But a vote of two-thirds would be re- 
quired to enable me to introduce such a resolution. i 

The SPEAKER. It would, vader the rule. But the Chair 
is merely suggesting, in reply to the gentieman’s argument ag 
to inconvenience, that the difficulty can be met in adirect and 
easy way, without overriding the well settled principles and 
practice of this House. And the Chair will state that he be- 
Heves that the memory of the oldest member of this House can- 
notrecur to a case in which a motion to reconsider has, under 
such circumstances, been entertained, 

Mr. CUSHING briefly opposed the decision of the Chair, on 
the ground of cofivenienee and principle; both of which, be 
contended, required that the decision of the Chair should be re- 
versed. And on the appeal he asked the yeas end nays. 

Mr. ARNOLD thought the decision of the Chair wrong in 
principle, and hoped thathis friends on this floor would not op- 
pose the reconsideration. 3 

Mr. A. then alluded to an effort which he said was making to 
prevent the prinung of the report, 

Mr. WISE inquired of the Speaker if this was in order? 

Mr. ARNOLD. Gentlemen begin to wiace— 

Mr. WISE. I call him to order, ; 

The SPEAKER intimated to Mr. ARNOLD thathe must cone 
fine himself to the appeal, Remarks on the question of recons 
sideration were not in order. 

Mr. ARNOLD argued that the precedent on wiich the Speak- 
er had based his decisina was absurd, and hoped the House 
would agres to the reconsideration; and he, for one, was willing 
to gratify the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Cusurna] 
witb the yeas and nays, He (Mr. A.) wished to see what gen- 
tiemen would vote to suppréss this investigation. 

Mr. CUSHING, I call the gentleman to order. There is no 
motion to suppress, . 

Mr. ARNOLD. The gentleman winces much. Gentlemen 
are very sensitive on this subject. I am truly sorry that they 
should be afraid of letting this report see the light. 

Mr. EVERETT said time was precious, and, as the shortest 
way of getting rid of the subject, he would move that the appeal 
be Jaid on the table. 

Mr, PROFFIT and Mr. WELLER demanded the yeas and 
nays on that motion. à 

Whereupon the SPEAKER caid that this seemed to be a 
question of some feeling, and, probably, involving much inter- 
est, The Chair had not had time to look into the report; but 
no injury could be done to any side of the Mouse by taking the 
question whether the printing should be done or.not, The Chair, 
therefore. would receive the motion to reconsider. 

Mr. EVERETT inquired what then became of his motion to 
lay the appeal on the table? 

The SPEAKER said it fell to the 
withdrawn his decision. ; 

And the question now being on the motion to reconsider— 

Mr. ROOSEVELT explained the reason why he bad made 
the motion for reconsideration. After the vote to print, hearing 
that the reperi was very voluminous, and finding that there had 
been, with others as well as himself, a misapprehension ag to 

gone into the Clerk’s office and 


what its nature was, he had 

examined the document, which he found to be, not the report of 
the Committee on Public Expenditures, nor of the board of 
commissioners to investigate the condition of the New York 
custom-house, but a voluminous mass of writing hy an indi- 
vidual not now a member of the House, or even an officer 
of the President, accompanied, by way of preface, with a sin- 
gle shoet from the committee as a letter of introduction, He 
contended that the report ought first to have been submitted to 
the Executive, and not given to a committee of the House to 
adopt as if it were their owa. It might be very proper that the 
facts in the report should be made public; but it was a. docu- 
ment for- which the committee were not responsible, and it 
ought not to be printed under the sanction of the House. The 
House had already called on the Executive for a communica- 
tion of the report of the board of commissioners, and, no doubt, 
in due time the Executive would communicate it, or would as~ 
sign reasons for not doing s9. Mr. R. could not bring his mind 
to believe that the President wouid desire to wi hhold any proper 
information from the House. He hoped the vote would be re. 
considered, aud that the House would either get the document 
in a proper and regular manner, or get the reasons of the Ex- 
ecutive for not communicating it. 

Mr. CUSHING said that it would appear, from an examina. 
tion of this report, that it had not been presented to the depart. 
ment until the 20th of this month; it had, indeed, been given in 
on the 12th, but had baen withdrawn again, for some reason, 
and not again presented till the 20th. 1c was'a document of 406 
pages folio, and every one must see that there had not been 
time for the Secretary and President to do more than read it 
over, if they could do as much. ` 

Mr. STANLY. Will the gentleman from New York state, 
on his personai responsibility, that the President has read even 
the first line of it? $ 

Mr. ROOSEVELT. I do not much think he has; he hag 


ground, the Speaker having 


we Rw 


not had thetime. But this committee, by taking such a step 
as they.have done, ask the House to pass a censure on the 
President. ` i 7 Shee 

Mr. TRIPLETT,. ‘Will the gentleman allow me to ask him 
one question? : i boat 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from New York 
yield the floor?» - 5 : ` 

Mr. ROOSEVELT. Certainly. ; 

Mr: TRIPLETT. Can the gentleman from New York, (Mr. 
Roosavery,)or any other gentleman frienstly to the President, 
answer for him that. is is his intention to communicate this 
document to the House within any reasonable time? 

Mr. ROOSEVELT. Iam not the keeper of the President’s 
conscience—[a voice, “He talka about the President’s con- 
science!’’]—nor have Icommunicated with him for weeks past, 
But ought this House to censure him for not having read a doc- 
ument of 400 folio pages in eight days? For not having read, 
marked, learned, and inwardly digested all its voluminous con- 
tenta—and this at a time when the most important foreign ne- 
gotiations were in progress? Mr. R, wonld appeal to all sides 
of the party triangle in this House whether such a censure was 
fairly deserved? : 

Mr. W. COST JOHNSON declared his purpose to vote for 
the reconsideration, as an act of justice to the President, to 
the board of commissioners, and all other parties connected 
with this affair. The President had. at an early day, directed 
the board of commissioners to close their investigation and 
make their report; two of them had done so; but a third had 
lingered in New York and not given in his report till the 12th of 
April. Ithad afterwards been withdrawn, and not givenin 
again till the 20th. It was the report of one member of the 
board only; had not been examined, or so much as seen by the 
others; while, at the same time, it did happen that this one 
commissioner had strong prejudices against a large portion of 
the manufacturing and commercial interests of this country. 
Add to this, the report, if he rightly understood, was wholly 
unaccompanied with any portion of the evidence on which it 
was founded. If thrown before the House in this state, might 
it not do great injustice? A mere ex parte paper like this ought 
not to be printed till the Mouse had the whole before them. As 
to the alleged apprehensionthat the President would not com- 
municate the document to the House, or at least not entire, he 
must know that ‘a copy was in the hands of a committee, and 
his refusal would bring him before the bar of public opinion. 
Mr. J. said that he personally knew—~not from the President, but 
from sourcesperfectly to be relied on—that the President had 
long been anxicus to have this New York commission closed. 
Mr. J. dwelt on the importence of having the testimony accom- 

any: the report. The President had been most desirous of 

aying the whole subject before the House; but had been 
prevented from doing so by the delay in obtaining this pres- 
eit document. g 

Mr. ARNOLD said if this report was unaccompanied by the 
evidence, and had got into the House “ by accident,” as some 
gentlemen had intimated, he should bo against printing it. 
But such wag not the case: it contained every word of the tes- 
timony ; and, after the reports be had heard from various 
quarters, as to the purposes of the Execuiive in regard to com- 
municating it to Congress, Mr. A. was for holding fast on to it, 
now they had got it. He was inclined to believe that the oaly 
way ever to get the whole report-out of the hands of the Pres- 
ident, was t0 print the present copy of it. The rumors to 
which he referred deeply implicated the political integrity of 
the Executive ; that, after having set on foot this important in- 
vestigation, and got the results into his hands, he should with. 
hold a portion of them in order to conciliate “the Democracy.” 
A bird in the hand was worth two in the bush: he wanted the 
document to see the light, and he hoped the House would be 
brought to a direct vote on the question of printing it. With 
that view, he would move the previous question. [Cries of 
“Oh! oh!” and remonstrances to Mr. A.] Well, then, I won’t 
make the motion; butI go for light to the country. Spread 
the facta; give them to the people : it isdue to the officere of 
the custom-house, due to the commissicners, due to the Presi- 
dent, due to the nation. , 

My. WISE went into a recapitulation of the facts in the his- 
tory of the appointment and doings of the board of commis- 
sioners from May, 1841, when Messrs. Poindexter and Kelly 
had been appointed; and, on their recommendation, Mr. Stew- 
art had been associated with them till October, 1541; when a 
new board had’been designated, consisting of Messrs. Poindex- 
ter, Stewart, and Bradley; the anxiety of the President that they 
should close their labors, and report in time for him to make 
the necessary recom mendations to Congress; and the resolution 
of the board on the 26ih of December to close its sittings. On 
the 28th of December, Mr. Stewart had reported in part. On 
the Ith of January, other reports were made by Messrs. 
Stewart and Kelly; and, on the %h of February, Mr. LINN, 
chairman of the Committee on Expenditures in the Treasury 
Department, had introduced a resolution calling on the Bx- 
ecutive for the report and all the documents and correspond- 
ence connected with the subject. At that time, Messrs. Brad- 
ley and Poindexter were still at New York, engaged in con- 
cluding their report, and making a synopsis of the evidence. 
The President dctermined to wait til their report should have 
been received, before he replied to the call, desiring, in 
justice to Messrs. Poindexter and Bradley, that their 
yeport should not be forestalled by that of the other commis- 
gioners, Mr. Poindexter did not report till the 12th of April: he 
hadthen withdrawn the report for some purpose. [Mr. Sprice: 
f x correction.) Weill, for correction; and had not returned it 
till the 30th, Thus, though the report had been in the depart- 
ment but seven days, the commiitee complained of delay in 
communicating it to the House. It must have taken the Secre- 
tary alone three or four days to read it, and he supposed he had 
not yet read the whole of it; yet both he and the President re- 
quiredtimeto read and consider it, and to compare it with the 
previous reports already rendered. 

Mr. W. then took up and commented on the report of the 
Committee on Expenditures, inquiring how they knew the re- 
port had been made to the Secretary, anil why it had been with- 
drawn? The repart was that but of one commissioner out of 
four; and how did they get hold of it? They had cated in vain 
on the Secretary, and so they concluded to apply-to Mr. Poin- 
dexter himself-—an officer not appointed by the House, but by 
the President, and whose duty it was to make his report to the 
authority which had appointed him. Mr. W. would not say 
how that gentleman had felt himself authorized to report the 
result of his investigation to a committee, when the House had 
called on the President for it, and that cal) had not yet been re- 


spondedte. The report was hot his; it wag the property of the - 


Government: it belongedto the Executive Department. Were 
Mr. W. President, and an officer should serve bim so,he would 
turn him out forthwith—would dismiss him instantly. 


t Mr. M. A. COUPER reminded Mr. W. that it had for years been ` 


he practice forsubordinate agents of the Executive to commu- 

nicate directly with committees of the House. Such at least 
had been the course of things for the last thiee years, ever 
since he had had the honor of a seat in Congress. 

Mr. WISE said he was a little older member than the gen- 
tleman from Georgia, though a much younger man} and he 
knew that this never was done but with the knowledge and by 
the consent of the department. Sean 

Mr COOPER. The gentieman does not understand me as 
defending the practice fora moment. ; : 

Mr. WISE. Not at all. He then proceeded to inquire 
who was George Pointdexter? And after passing high com- 
pliments on his intelligence and standing, his fearlessness and 
independence, and admitting he had been among the leading 
members in the Senate, and the Ajax of legislation in his own 
State, inferred from the whole that he must well know the course 
ofthe committee to be an abuse, and, if now on the floor of the 
Senate, would be the last man to justify it. Mr. W. did not 
know which was the most reprehensible—the conduct of the 
committee, or the conduct of the President’s subordinate. The 
committee had no business with thedocument. lt was amat- 
ter between the House of Representatives and the-Necretary of 
the Treasury. The House had taken it in its own hands, and 
that at the instance of this committee itself and, but for the de- 
Jay occasioned by this very commissioner himself, the. in- 
formation would have been before the House long ago. It 
would not, perhaps, be decorous for Mr. W. to inquire, while 
they were censuring the President for not having read, consi- 
dered, and: communicated this report in seven days, (Sab- 
bath included—i, e. six days,) whether they had read it them- 
selves? 

(Mr. Sprice. They say in their report thatthey have not.] 

Mr. Wiss was sorry to hear it: (out it was not for him to 
comment on whet was done in committes.) Certainly they 
ought not to have got an order to print before they bad read it: 
unless, indeed, they had had a copy of it inthe committee ke 
fore any copy was sent to the Executive. 

Mr. W. said that, as to desire to suppress the facts in this 
case, he promised to show as much activity in ferreting out abu- 
ses now, as he had shown in 1839; and if they could produce 
to him any evidence that the President intended to suppress 
any Part of this document, he would denounce him most 

eartily. 

Mr. W. had hailed the appointment of Mr. Poindexter on 
the commission with the liveliest pleasure. 

{A voice: “That might be inferred from your argument,”?] 

Ife believed the New York custom house was a cancer on 
the country, and he wished it probed to the core,and ajl the 
corrupt and irritaiing matter removed. The reports of Messrs. 
Kelly and Stewart were no doubt valuable, but they were not 
the men that he was, either here or at home. His report 
would prove gravisrem—of greater weight with the country, 
however, bath extrinsically and intrinsically; and Mr. W. 
thanked him for it; he hoped the House would print it, and 
study it too, He suppress such a document! No; far from it. 
He had no vengeance to wreak on Mr. Curtis; none on Mr. 
Hoyt: his personal relations had been friendly with both of 
them. Mr. Curtis had been nominated, not by Mr. Tyler, bat 
by Genera} Harrison, and the nomination had b-en confirmed 
by the Senate: he should judge his case as he would that of his 
own brother; he sought not to screen him, and he believed he 
would challenge investigation: if he did not, the mere doubts of 
the public would damn him. Ifhe had been guilty of abuses 
of his office, Mr. W. pledged himself to unite in exposing them, 
and in getting him turned out of his place. 

Mr. W.’s object. was not to suppress the printing of this report: 
the gentieman from Ohio could judge whether it would be an 
act of justice to Mr. Kelly to du so: all My. W, was anxious for 
was, that the Executive conduct should be placed in a fair light 
before the world. : - 

Mr. ARNOLD. I will say this much. Iam informed, on 
good authority, that the President has had thatreport before 
him for ten days, and has not read one word of it. 

Mr, WISE. That is not true, 

Mr. ARNOLD. Lassert that it is true—that in the face of the 
gentleman: i 
Mr. WIsE. The report was made on the 12h of April, then 
withdrawn, and not returned till the 20th; it was sent to the 
Secretary on the 20:h: it was not in the hands of the President 

before the 20h. 

Mr. SPRIGG. Was this identical report in the hands of 
the President? 

Mr. ARNOLD. This, or a duplicate of it, for ten days; 
and the President acknowledged that he had never read a line 
of it, 

Mr. WISE. Yow does the gentleman now that the Presi- 
dent never read a line of it? What does he know about what the 
President reads? 

Mr ARNOLD. From hisown acknowledgment. 

Mr. WISE. How does the gentieman know the President 
ever made such an acknowsedginent? 

Mr. ARNOLD. From the man tn whom he made it, 

Mr. WISE. Whois the man? Namebim! 

Mr. ARNOLD. I don’t choose to, just now: all in good 
time. 

Mr. WISE. Tcal for bis name, 

Mr. ARNOLD. Isay that I can prove it. 

Mr. WISE. Well; suppose you can. But you can’t. How 
could the President have had it ten days, when the report was 
not made tih the 20th? Ido nat say I know the fact; it may 
have been in the hands ef the President on the L2:h; but it was 
recalled, and not returned tiil the 20th. But admit he bad it for 
ten days; he was to read if, compare it with the otber reports, 
refiect on the whole, and then write his message to Congress. 
The whole measure originated‘vith him; and a most imporiant 
reportitis. It nat only involves the conduct and character of 
men in the New York custom-house—of Toys, of Cartis, of 
Carnes, of Wasson, and others in that es'ablishment—but I can 
tell New England gentlemen on this floor that it mvoives some 
men of the very highest standing in Boston and in Lowel! —the 
gentry of New Engtand—the highest class of capitalists—these, 
too, are involved: and if the statements in the report are true, 
men of this description have heen engagedin a conspiracy to 
bribe the custom-house officers to seize on woollen goods for 
the benefit of the manufacturers of New England. Mr. W. 


said thatif these facts came out, he should thank Mr. Poindex- ` 


ter most profoundly for his labors; it would go far towards ex- 


cusing his course in relation to the report; although, till there 
should be actual evidence produced that.the President was da 
clined to suppress the report rendered to him, Mr. W: did not 
‘see how it-could -be excused. He believed this very report 
would: be found to be one of the strongest antitariffdecu ments 
ever put forth to the community; the agricultural interest ofthe 
country would be gratified by itə perdsal.. The report not.onl¥. - 
involved the character. of the custom-house officers at: New 
York, but also of the commissioners themselves, (who were. uns. 
‘derstood some of them to be anti.tarif Whigs, and others pro- 
tariff Whigs) and ultimately every member here representing 
the State of Massachusetts. This report; gentlemen might-be 
assured. bad deeper ends in view than a mere reform:of abuses 
or correction: of the revenue Jaws, Should it’expose the 
iniquities-of the protective system, and operate to save the 
country from their infliction, the whole South, and particularly 
the State of South Carolina, ought to erect a monument tothe 
memvry of itsauthor, That gentleman had now Mr. W.’s. pers 
sonal kindness, ashe always bad bad his admiration for his tals 
ents. Hé was the very man, of all others, he should have se- 
lected for such a mission; and he believed he would have been 
the universal choice of the country. 

Mr. STANLY saidhe was not in the least surprised at the 
strenuous opposition of gentlemen to the printing of this re- 
port. Hehad expected that the honorable gentlemen who rep- 
resented the district of the sainted Batler and of the immaculate- 
Hoyt, (whom Mr, Van Buren kept in office after the report of 
an investigating committee had shown his defaleations,). would 
be desirous of taking care of those very pious and exemplary 
persons: he had expected. too, that the cow-boy party would be 
equally anxious to take care of their conscientious President, 
Allthis was to have been: expected; and from the intimate 
knowledge which some of these gentlemen seemed already to 
have of the contents of this report, the House had proof before 
them that the alliance between the two had been consummated. 
The friends of Hoyt and Butler on the one haud, and the mem- 
bers of the corporal’s guard on the other, perfectly. harmonized 
in their commen effortato keep information from: the people. 
The honorable gentleman from New York, {Mr. Roosgvert,} 
without any other objection to printing of the report save that 
he had not beard it, pressed for a reconsideration of the vote, 
The committee must not have their report printed, because it 
wasaccompanied by:matier which had been brought before 
them, but which was not their ows. A very conclusive 
argument, to be sure. against printing ! as if reports, accompa- 
nied by documents, never were ordered to be printed in this 

ouse, 

The printing was opposed, too, by the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts, [Mr. Cusnine.] than whom there was not to. be 
found a more adroit or ingenious person at making wp a docu: 
ment froin other people’s reports. {A laugh.] He was the 
greatest man at this species of domestic manuiacture.that Mr., 
5. had everseen in hislife. . He combined reports which were 
not his own with a skiltraly surprising, Here was a report of 
his on-the colonial trade~a most interesting and valuable docu- 
ment, to he sure—coniaining a vast amount of tabular state- 
ments, drawn from the records and reports of the House; agd 
the Ifouse had ordered ten thousand copies of itto be. printed, 
Buthow much of it was his own? And then, look at the cela. 
brated Swar:wout document; how did the House get the infor- 
mation in that? Not through the committee who reporied it, 
bnt from large amounts of private correspondence. And the 
gentleman trom Virginia (Mr. Wise] had himself reported to 
the House a jetter or paper of some kind from Gov, Cass, which 
he admitted Gov. Cass had said was a private paper, but which 
Mr. W. chose not to consider as private, $ 

Mr. WISE here interposed and began to speak. 
Mr. STANLY. i 


I do not choose to be interrupted : the gentle» ` 
man is wot entitled to the floor, and shall not have it without my 
eave. 
Mr. WISE said he wished to explain. in Ta ae 
Mr. STANLY saidhe had no objection, if it was to- be‘only 
an explanation. ` 
Mr. WISE said the paper referred to was only the testimony 
of two of the clerks iu Governor Cass’s department: they had 
testified before the committee, and there was nothing private in 
the matter. 
Mr. STANLY resumed, and observed that the committee had 
beenarmed with power to send for persans and papers; hence 
these papers had been obtained. Mr. Cass insieted that they 
were of a private character; but the gentleman said he did not 
choose to consider them so. “Was there in that case no breach 
of this very fastidious delicacy which hod so suddenly come 
aver the gentleman? ‘The gentleman had no desire to shield the 
Executive then—ob, no, Buta change had come over the spirit, 
of his dream; and now a committee of the House was to be 
held up to public reproach for reporting matter brought before 
it asa committee, and deeply concerning the public welfare, Tn 
ihe case of the report of the abuses at Harpers Ferry, the mat. 
ter reported had been called for by a mere letter; the thing wad 
private, and so kept, tillat last it leaked out, as these things al- 
ways would, Similar cases were numerous M the past action 
of ihe House. Of how many investigation committees had the 
gentleman from Accomac been chairman? Mr. 5. bere referred- 
tothe casein which Mr. Woodbury had been called before the 
gentleman's committee, (and had charged mileage for coming 
irom his department to the Capitol,) and also ef the manner in 
which Mr. Whitney had been treated. He had not been 
“dogged” to the door of the committee room, but, when inside, 
he had been bull-degzed with a vengeance. Where was the 
eentleman’s exceeding Gelicacy on that occasion? Was not 
Mr. Whitney as much an agentof a President of the United 
States in reference to the banks, as Mr. Poindexter was in refer- 
ence to the cusiom-house? The gentleman was the last, the 
very last man in that House Tbo ouent to say one word about 
e course of committees in this House, : 
Pohe gentleman from New York (Mr. RO0SEYELT] had talked 
about the committee’s cenguring the President and his Secre. 
tary. For the Secretary of the Treasury Mr. 8. cherished high 
respect, and would not voluntarily inflict the § atest wun 
upon his feelings; but asto the President, he was a8 ey 
censure him, as to censure any other citizen ofthe Repu Hic. He 
had censured him often before, and should again, whenever he 
thought his conduct deserved censure. Bui there wanno cen- 
sure cast upon him in this report. The committee had forberne 
to doit. -They resolved anly R put forth the facts before the 
and let the people jnuge. 
cone dentleman (com Maryland (Mr. Wu. C. Jonsson) had 
spoken of the commissioners being opposed to each other in re+ 


ati he tarif. K 
pe greens Je had not asserted that 


(Mr. Jounson here explained. 


anii 


uch was the case. He had merely put a case hypotheticaliy, 


Ahe case: Z 3 - 
i Mrs. Aon observed that be should not say: what. he hadin- 
tended. --Hehad understood the gentleman as intimating that 
there wore éeriain prejudices in the mind of the. president of the 

board; which -went.te invalidate the: report. J 
it -wastrue,as stated, that: the. Committee on Expenditures 
vhad called on the Executive-for the reporton the 9th of Febru- 
wary; but the Senate had done the same in January,’ he believed, 
-oY on some day.in February; but no answer had been obtained. 
Tle committee, “believing, oñ sufficient grounds, that the 
greatest source of political iniquity and corruption in the whole 
country-exisied-in- the New York custom-house, had desired to 
took into ‘the actual state of the expenditures in that establish- 
< ment; and they had. accordingly called on the President and on 
-the'Secretary of the Treasury forthe report in regard to it. But 
‘Whey: had called in vain; and theréfore they had concluded to 
-gubpena, the commissioner himself before them, enjoining him 
to bring à copy. of his report with him; which he had done ac> 
cordingly. : He had’submitted the report and all the testimony. 
: The gentleman from Maryland (Mr. Jounson] had talked about 
suppressing the testimony, and the injurious consequence of 
Bending forth: the report without the testimony on which it was 
‘founded, Butno testimony had been suppressed; it wasail there; 
-iffany had been withheld, it had been because it was in the re- 

port of one of the other commissioners, , 

Asto the delay, of which so much has been said, the commis- 
sioner would have been able to report at a much earlier day 
but for the stumbling-blocks perpetually thrown in his way. 
There were.some fourteen folio volumes of manuscript corres- 
pondence which had been withheld from him till February; 
bat, since he obtained them, he had made such nse of his time, 
and had exhibited an amount of talent and industry, that would, 
among all Government defaulters hereafter, make the “Poin. 
dexter gun” as much dreaded as the famous “Paixhan gun” of 
the navy. 

‘The gentleman from Virginia had pronounced a pretty harsh 
censure (among ail his fine compliments) on the commissioner 

< for submitting his report toa committee of Congress, when he 
Was the agent of the President. And the gentleman had asked, 
-ma very lordly toue, how the committee could know that any 
such report:had been made to the Secretary or to the Presi- 
dent? Mr. 8. would,in turn, inquire how did the gentleman 
«from Virginia know the reasons of the President of the United 
. States and his Secretary of the Treasury for holding back this 
« Yeport.alter the: repeated calls of Congress? The gentleman 
had informed the House that the President wanted the report, 
that he might make out from it a message to Congress, (and 
this, though he had not read one word of it, after having kept it 
ten days.) Tlow, pray, did the gentleman know? 
» The commissioner had made a duplicate copy of the report 
and testimony; and the commissioner doubtless had good rea- 
-BON to know why. 

As to his having taken back the report, it had been to polish 
up tie pliraneo'ogy here and there—to make it, as a sailor would 
say, alittle more ship-shape—and also, to have a partion of it 

copied over, which had not been writien in so legible a hand 
as it, should be. Thus corrected, it went to the President's 
ands. 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN. At whatdate? 

. Mt STANLY. One of the guard says on the 20th. 

> Mr. W. COST JOHNSON here mads an explanation of the 
reason why certain manuscript volumes of correspondence had 
not reached Mr. Poindexter’s hands till February last. Mr. 

- Hoyt had claimed one of these volumes as his private property, 
although it contained an official correspondence. Mr. Stewart, 
fearing that Hoyt would, by writ of replevin, get posses- 
sion of this book, had brought iton to this city for security. In 
this course the President and Secretary had sustained him; but 
atthe solicitation of Governor Poindexter, it was at length sent 
on to him in New York. There had been no design on the part 
of Colonel Stewart to prodnee delay, 

Mr. STANLY disclaimed having charged any such design to 
Mr, Stewart g 

The committee had been asked why they did not themselves 
call on the President for this report}? To this he had a short 
reply. It was because they thought it more respectful to the 
President to call through the medium of the House of Repre. 
sentatives, It had again been asked why did they net call on 
the board ofecommissioners? Because the other commissioners 

- had already reported, 

The: gentleman from Virginia had urged that this report was 

Not. the property of the commissioners: it belonged to the Gov- 
ernment. Yes: and here Mr. S. would say to the House, that 
one of the chief reasons with him for obtaining the report from 
the commissioner, to be laid before the committee, was, that he 
nnderstood the President had said that he intended to employ it 
for his own individnal use. The gentleman from Virginia 
laughed: would be deny it? is 

Mr, WISH, (after aj 4) I doubt; and, for argument’s sake, 
I will deny that the President wanted this report for his own 
individual use, J have no doubt the President wanted it for the 
information of the Executive Department, and of himself as 
President, that he might make such comments on itas he 
thonght proper: but not for his own individnal use. 

Mr. LINN, of New York, here obtained the for, and, with 
the censent of Mr, Stancy, and im proof of bis assertions, read 
the following extract froma Jetter of the President to Governor 
Poindexter, dated February H, +1842, and which Mr. L. stated 
he had permission to read, and understood it was a partof the 
official corvesponience in relation tothe commission: 

“The commission on which, at my own request, you and 
others consented to serve, was instituted, and the report of the 
commissioners is pow wanted by me for my own informa- 
tion. I de not doubt but thatit will contain many suggestions 
with regard to the custom-houses, and the mode of transacting 
business most worthy to be recommended by me to Congress. 
And should it bring to my knowledge any facts implicating 
those now in office, to an extent or upon grounds requiring the 
Executive action in regard to them, Í shall, without any 
promptings by Congress, who have rightfully nothing to do 
with it, discharge my daty to the country without fear. That 
T have, fora considerable time, most anxionsty desired the re- 

port to be made, I will not deny. Whether, when made, I sha!] 
deem it beatto communicate the entire report to Congress, 
or otherwise make it public, or content myself with adoptiag 
iUsrecommendations, and urging them upon the deliberations 
of Congress, will be for my own decision; as also will be the 
“simeandoccasion fotmakiag it”? 
cM Voice. “How did you get that letter?’? 


nd: had. suppdsed, for the argument’s sake, that such might be ` 


<Mr Lins. The-letter is-part of a correspondence. between 
-the commissioner and the President, and forms a part of the 
Vreport.} oo oo ; = g 

Mr. STANLY. That- letter was the moving cause with me 
:for'desiring to pursue-a course which should bring this report 
tu public notice.. Ido. most solemnly believe that, if the com- 
mitiee had not sent for the report, many of the facts there de- 
-veloped vould never have seen the day. Why did the President 
assume the very extraordinary power of reserving to himself 
certain portions ofa public document obtained by him as the 
Chief Magistrate, under a power to see that the laws are duly 
„executed, and submitting just such portions of it as he pleased 
to Congress? He had no right to make any such reservations. 
Was it for his own private purposes that he was to employ 
public officers atso much a day out of the Treasury, and clothe 
them with powers of investigation which others were compelled 
to obey? Was it that he might be able to say to certain gentle- 
men in certain quarters, “1 have you in my power; I wanta 
few votes in your State; and if you dont get them for me, Vl 
blow youalisky-high?? Why, said Mr. S. if I had suppressed 
such a document as this, I should-have thought I deserved to be 
censured as one of the peculiar friends of this Administration, 
(Crom which fate may Heaven in its merey keep me and. mine!) 
I have-heard certain charges made in. diffrent quarters, which 
could not have been made had not this report been seen. The 
gentleman from Virginia, to be sure, says that the executive 
archives show that the President received this report on the 
20th ofthis month, Boes that gentleman see the executive ar- 
chives? ‘ 

Mr. WISE. The records ofthe Executive Department show 
that fact. 

Mr. STANLY. Does the gentleman see the inmost recesses 
of the Treasury building and of the White House? Te the 
gentleman arined with a secret knowledge of ali the facts ob- 
tained by the President, through a power w:th which he js 
armed by the authority of the nation for high national pur- 
poses? and, if he is, aught not we to possess the same know- 
ledge? The gentleman. told us that, in this repott, was in- 
volved the reputation of Hoyt, Curtis, Carnes, Wasson, and 
some of the highest families in New England. Now, I believe 
there are not more than sis gentlemen on this fluor who know 
that Carnes and Wasson were named in the report at al! 
Where did he get this fact? From ine executive archives? 
How does he know that the report implicates. Carnes and Was- 
son, as well as Hoyt and. Curtis? This alone isa sufficient 
justification of the committees in calling for the report. And I 
will here te} the gentleman from Virginia, without intending to 
say any thing at ali offensive, that. if any justification was 
needed for the course of the committee, the censure of that 
member speaks more in their favor than any defence its friends 
conid offer. I offer na justification of that course to him, 

I do not wish to be the member of a commission of investiga- 
tion, I had rather bea terrier dog, and be set to catch rats un- 
der a barn, than the member of a commission, wiih the.Presi- 
dent against me at every step. I had heard that there were 
strange thiogs in that custom-house; Thad heard that the rev- 
enue had very suddenty fallen offto an alarming extent, because 
of the frauds practised there; 1 had heard thousands of our en- 
terprising and upright fellow-citizens, who had been reduced 
to beggary by this Hoyt; and I wanted the facts shouid came 
out. Deeply shouid I regret it, if Mr. Curtis is at all impli- 
cated, even as continuing evils commenced or countenanced by 
his predecessor Hoyt. And yer, oh how did this same immac. 
ulate gentieman lecture us on economy and ietrenchment, 
while he was himself robbing—yes, robbing: it is the softesi 
word the caseadimits—while he was robbing and beggaring thou. 
sands of men better than hiraseif, S 

When this report shall be printed, the country will be as: 
tounded by the disclosures tt contains, Had I had any ageney 
in suppressing it, I should have been ashamed to show my head. 
I should have expecced (what I should dread of all earthly 
evils) the approbation of some of those gentlemen, the Presi- 
dent’s “peculiar friends.” Batit cannot be suppressed It must 
be printed; it will be printed. 

Mr, ANDREWS, of Kentucky, moved the previous ques- 
tion; but withdrew the moiion on the declaration of Mr. Wire 
that he rose for purpose of explanation, and on his pledge to 
renew the motion. 

Mr. WISE rosc to make an explanation in justice to Governor 
Poindexter. That gentleman knew, and no one knew better, 
how he (Mr. W) had got the information about the proceed. 
ings. of the beard at New York. At the last session of Con- 
gress he had received information which was communicated to 
him for the purpose of legislation, and which he had furnished 
to Messrs, BERRIEN and Woongury, of the Senate, for the same 
object. Since he addressed the committee on this question, 
Governor Poindexter had informed him (Mr. W.) that he did 
not communicate the report to this committee until he had re- 
ceived a subpoena from the Speaker of this Honse to furnish the 
papers, anà had communicate that fact tothe Secretary of the 
Treasury. 
nation certainly acquitted him from impropriety. 

AS to some personal matiers, he would like to reply; butas 
he had received the floor for explanation, he renewed the de- 
mand for the previous question, 

And there was a second, 

Mr. PROFFIT asked the yeas and nays on ordering the main 
question, which were refused. 

And the main question was ordered to be now taken, 

Mr. WISE asked the yeas and nays thereon, which were 
ordered. 

And the main question, “Shall the vote be reconsidered?” 
was then taken and decided i the negative—yeas 78 nays 84. 

No the vote was not reconsidered, , 

PRIVATE BUSINESS. 

On motion of Mr. COWEN, the House passed to the consid. 
eration of private business, 

The following bills were read a third time and passed: 

A bill for the relief of Amaziah Goodwin, 

A. bill for the relief of J. P. Coaverseand Henry J. Rees. 

The bill for the reliefof John Barnes coming ap on its pas- 
sage— 

Mr. PROFFIT briefly opposed theSill, and called for the yeas 
and nays; which were refused, 

After brief remarks by Messrs. RANDALL, of Maryland, and 
COWEN ~ : 

The question was taken, and the bill was passed. 

‘The bill forthe relief of Benjamin F. Hard coming up on ils 
passage— 

Mr. HOPKINS moved to recommit the bill to tl it: 
tee on the Pos’ Office and Post Roads. orhe Commit 


lt was Gueto him (Gov. P.) to say that this expla- > 


~-Messré, COWEN and WARREN opposed, and Mr. HOP- 
KINS adyocated, the motion. 

The question was then taken on the motion to recommit, and 
decided in the negative. — : 

And the question recurring on the passage of the bill, it was 
taken and decided in the affirmative. 

So the bill was passed. 

The bill for the relief of Nimrod Farrow and Richard Harris 
coming up on its engrossment— 
. Mr: UNDER WOOD offered an amendment, providing that 


the Third Auditor shall advertise to give information to the 


sub-contractors undersaid Farrow and Harris to come forward 
and submit their claims for adjudication to the Third Auditor, 
and} if just, that the money hereby appropriated shall in the 
first.instance go to the sub-contractors, 5 

Messrs, UNDERWOOD, FERRIS and EVERETT advo. 
cated the amendment, and. Messrs. COOPER of Pennsylvania, 
and STUART of Virginia, opposed it. 

Messrs. L. W. ANDREWS, TALIAFERRO, and COWEN, 
made brief explanations. i 

Mr. HOPKINS moved the previous question, and there was 
a second, 

Andthe main qnestion having been ordered, was taken first 
on the amendment of Mr. Unprxwoop, and the vote resulted 
thus—ayes 45, .nocs 70—no quorem voung. a, 

Mr. WELLER moved that the House adjourn. 

On which motion the question was taken, and. decided in 
the negative—ayes 53, noes 36. 

So the House refused to adjourn; but no quorum voted; 

Mr. WELLER objected to the transaction of any business 
without a quorum. 

Messrs. MORGAN, MATHIOT, and HOPKINS, moved a 
call of the House. 

The SPEAKER said, the previous question having been de- 
manded, aad the main question having been ordered, a call of 
the House was not in order. 

Mr. ARNOLD moved that the House adjourn. 

On which motion the yeas and. nays having been asked and 
ordered, were taken, and resulted thus: Yeas 42, nays 93, 

So the ILouse refused to adjourn. 

The qnestion then recurred, and was taken on the amend- 


- ment of Mr. Unpgrwoop, and the vote stood ayes 64, noes 


64—a tie. 
The SPEAKER then voted in the affirmative, and the vote 
stood, ayes 65, noes 64, 
So the amendment was adopted, 
The question recurring on the engrossment of the bill, it was 
taken, and decided in the affirmative. 
So the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 
And the question then being on the passage of the bill— 
Mr. COWEN asked the previous question, which was de- 
manded by the House. 
The yeas and nays were asked and ordered. 
Mr. FILLMORE called for the reading of the bil.’ : 
Mr, YOUNG, of New York, moved that the House adjourn, 
i ae a remark ona point of order, by Mr. THOMPSON, of 
odiana — 
The question on the motion of Mr. Youne was taken, and 
decided in the affirmative. 
So the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Satunpay, April 30, 1942, 

Mr. PHELPS presenteet the credentials of the honorable 
Samus] C. Crafis, Senator appointed in the place of the 
honorable Samuel Prentiss, who resigned, 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented (wo memorials, from citizens 
of Northampton county, Pennsylvania, complaining that the 
American manufacturers cannot enter the market in competi- 
tion with foreicn manufacturers, if the duty be fixed as low aa 
twenty per cent. They pray that Congerss will speedily and 
promptly so adjust the tariff, as to give protection to: domestic 
manufactures: referred to the Committee on Manufactures. 

Mr. B. also presented a memorial from the town of Wash: 
ington, in Washington county, Pennsylvania. ‘The memorial- 
ists enter into an argument to prove the impropriety of travel- 
ling oa the Sabbath day, and of opening the post-offices on that 
day. -They ask thatal) laws of Congress authorizing such pro- 
ceeding may he repealed. They io ask thatthe memorial 
might be referred to a select. committee to be appointed for 
that purpose. Mr. BUCHANAN thought that the memorial was 
not of such acharacter that ibe Senate would consent to ap 
poist a select committee: he therefore moved to refer the me- 
moriat to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads; 
which was agreed to. v 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of thirteen citizens of Michi- 
gan, praying that a distinct. form of Territorial Government be 
established for the Oregon Territory, and that a line of military 
posts be established across the mountains down the Columbia 
river to its mouth, to afford protection to settlers; and that a 
bounty of 640 acres of land be given to each soldier wha shall 
become a settler after the term of his enlistment has expired; 
ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 

Mr. LINN gave notice that he would an Wednesday next ask 
the Senate to take up and consider the bill to refund to Major 
General Andrew Jackson the unjust fine imposed on him’ at 
New Orleans by Judge Hall, for the discharge of hig duty to the 
country. : 

Mr. KING remarked, that at his instancea few weeks agoa 
bill was laid on the table confirming certain land claims, to 
awaitihe action of the House of Representatives on a general 
biii, which wouid cover and provide for all such cases, He 
now moved to take that bill up, for there was little prospect 
that the bill before the House would be acted on and become a 
law at this session. 

The bill was then taken up, asin committee of the whole, 
the title of which was “A bill confirming the claim of the heirs 
and lagal represeniatives of Pierre Dolet, deceased, to a tract of 
land in the State of Louisiana; and, having been considered 
was reported to the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. ‘ 

On motion of Mr. KING, a bill of the same character, sitar 
larly situated, being a bill contirming the claim of John Baptiste 
Lacompte zo a tract re ineho State of Louisiana, was. taken 
up as in committee of the whole: and, after a few remérks 
Messrs. PHELPS, LINN, and KING, on the aronr ap ot dele 
ing action, as suggested by Mr. Puewps, for. the preaent,. to 
avoid giving preference to claimants who might have-the title 
in controversy, the-biil was reported to the Senate, and ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading 


Mr. LINN said, on the suggestion gf the Senator from 
‘ma, hè'had; a few weeks ago, moved.to lay a bill of similar 
character on ‘the table... He had “hoped that the general pill in 
the House, covering all these cases, would pass; but as there 
“was no prospėct of that bill becoming a laiv, he moved to take 
up-the bill fist alluded to, The motion Was agreed to; and 

‘Phe bill to continue in force the act for the final adjustment 
of private land claims: in’ Missouri, approved 9th July, 1832; 
and: the act supplementary thereto, approved the 2d March, 
1833; ‘was taken up as in committee of the whole, considered, 
reported to the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
Mr. FAPPAN, as an act of charity, if not of justice, made an 
effort to have actiofi on a bill for the benefic of an old soldier— 
name not heard; but the motion did not prevail, being opposed 
by Messrs. STURGEON and PHELPS, who were opposed to a 
departure from. the’ order of business on the calendar, and to 
the exclusion’ of other cases equally meritorious, 

The bill for the relief of John C. Reynolds, late disbursing 
‘agent of the Indian department, was taken up as in commi tee 
of the whole. 

THE DIFFICULTIES IN RHODE ISLAND. 

Mr. ALLEN desired that his resolution calling on the Presi- 
dent of the United States for information of the state of facts 
touching the difficulties in Rhode Island, and on which he 
founded his letter to the Governor ofthat =tate, should be taken 
upand passed upon, The information could be obtained from 
the President, and without a word of debate. If the Senate per- 
sisted in refusing action on the resolution, he should feel bound 
by a sense of duty to presentthe question in another form, He 
could not abandon the intention of calling out the information. 
Therefore, for the purpose of testing the sense of the Senate, he 
moved to lay the bill (read above) onthe table, for the purpose 
of submitting a motion to take up the resolution. - 

The question was put, and decided in the negative. 

The Senate then resumed, asin committee of the whole, the 
consideration of the bill for the relief of Mr. Reynolds. 

Mr. LINN remarked that this was a question whether the 


‘person for whose relief the bill was, should have credit for 


moneys of the United States which were stolen from him, and 
not recovered. Now, he did not mean to oppose the bili; but 
he would call the attention of the Senate to its vote, rejecting” 
a bill similar in character, which proposed to indemnity an 
agent for some $200, being the expense incurred in recovering 
several thousand dollars which were stelen from him, Hein- 
tended to-vote for.this bill, because he believed it was just. He 
believed the other should have passed. It would show great 


-incensistency in the action of the Senate, to pass a bill giving 


an agent credit for the whole amount of moneys stolen, and 
not recovered, after refusing to pay another agent $200 
for expenses incurred in recovering money stolen. He inti- 
mated an intention of moving to amend this bil, so as to 
make provision fur the case alluded to, which was rejected; 
but, after a few remarks by Messrs, SEVIER, CLAYTON, and 
KING, with a view to show that there was a shade of difference 
in the two cases, the bill was reported to the Senate, without 
amendment, and ordered to be engrossed fora third reading. 
The bill for the relief of Charles M. Keller was taken up as 
in committee of the whole, considered, reported to the Senate, 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 
THE GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 
: On motion of Mr. EVANS, the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration (asin committee of the whole) of the bill making 
appropriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of tke 


Government for the year 1842, and the amendments of the Fi- 


nance Committee which were undisposed of. 

The next amendment was on 27th page, lines 635 and 636, to 
strike out “four thousand,” and insert “ eleven thousand two 
hundred and fifteen.” 

Mr. KING asked fot some explanation on this point from the 
chairman of the Finance Committee. 

Mr. EVANS observed that the amendment was to be con- 
sidered in connexion with the succeeding amendment, which 
is to strike out the proviso, The provisois: “That the com- 
missions of two and a half per cent. (and any and all other 
commissions) heretofore allowed to the superintendent oflight- 
houses, be discontinued in all cases where the compensation of 
the collector, as such, and as superintendent of light-houses, 
including fees, perquisites, official shares of fines, forfeitures, 
and penalties, and commissions, and all emoluments of office 
whatever, shall amount together to one thousand dollars or up- 
wards per annum ; and the different collectors shall hereafter 
discharge the duty of superintendents, as heretofore required, 
without any additional or specific compensation for the per- 
formance thereof, except as above stated.” 

The committee had maturely weighed the whole matter, and 
had come to the conclusion that this proviso oughtto be stricken 
out, and the whole sum appropriated be restored in the pre- 
ceding provision of the section. Mr. E. made some further 
explanations, with which Mr. KING expressed himself satis- 
fied, and the amendments were both adopted. — s 

The next amendment was, page 28, to strike out lines 665 
and 666, being “For outfit of a Charge d’Affaires to the Republic 
of New Granada, four thousand five hundred.dollars,” and in- 
sert, “For outfits of Charges d’ Affaires to Sweden, Belgium, and 
New Granada, and half outfit to a Charge d’A flairesto Holland, 
fifteen thousand five hundred and fifty dollars.” ; 

Mr. KING hoped the chairman of the Finance Committee 
would explain the reason of this proposed change. 

Mr. EVANS observed that the amendment was the resuit of 
inquiries which had been made at the Exeeutive Department 
to which the arrangement of the foreign missions properly be- 
Jonged, Thecommittee felt assured, from that inquiry, that the 
public service of the Government required this arrangement. 

Mr. WRIGHT said he was well aware that the action of the 
Senate upon thisitem of appropriation had a very intimate re- 
Jation to its action in another capacity, which it would not 
be proper to discuss at present, And he proposed to test, 
at once, the disposition to continue at the present time, and in 
the present condition of the Treasury, this system of accumu- 
lating the expenses of the Government, He would move, 
therefore, to strike out the word Sweden; and his design was, if 
this should prevail, to strike out certain other words following, 
no as to leave only Belginm, New Granada, and Holland, so 
that appropriations might be made only for those which they 
knew to be vacant. The amendment oered by the commit: 

tee, proposed an appropriation for Sweden, a place which they 
knew to be full. He (Mr. Wricurt) was opposed to the ex- 
change proposed; and for the purpose of testing the question, 
he made the motion to strike out Sweden, As to the case of 


Holland, he had heard it said that the gentleman representing the 


United States in that country desired to berecalled; but he had 
no information upon that point, upon which he felt authorized+to 
had no objection; but he was not willing to facilitate an ex. 
change, and to vote half an outfit fur that purpose, merely be- 
Cause it was desired by the gentleman who represents this coun- 
; try at one of those places. 

i Mr. EVANS desired to know if the object of the Senator 
ie New York was the saving of the half outfit. As to the 


A 
i 
; 
i 
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propriety of making the.transfer of the representative of the 
United States from Sweden to Holland, he was not sure that 
mie was the proper place to enter into the consideration of that 
_ Mr. WRIGHT said he had no objection that the present min- 
ister at Sweden sheuld go to Holland, if the President saw fit to 
recommend it; but he was not disposed to pay half an outfit 
for the personal conveniente of that gentleman. 

Mr. EVANS thought the Senator would reach his object 
more readily by simply moving to sirike out the half outfit to 

‘lland. 

Mr. WRIGHT said no: for that was evidence that there was 
to be a vacancy in Holland. - 

Mr. HUNTINGTON supposed the case of a representation 
being made to the Senator by the Executive, that the transfer 
was demanded for the interests of the Government; and asked, 
Would it not be improper to pronounce any decision in antici- 
pation 

Mr. WRIGHT observed that, as the bill could not be got 
through to day, and the Senate would probably go into execu- 
tive session, where something more- might be known on the 
subject, he would withdraw his motion, in view of renewing it, 
if necessary, when the bill should be reported back. 

A few remarks were made on the subject by Blessrs. SEVIER, 
EVANS, WOODBURY, and MERRICK, which were. inter- 
rupted on a point of order, no question being before the Senate, 
as the amendment was withdrawn. 

Mr. WOODBURY insisted on his right to speak on the sub- 
ject of the original amendment. What he objected to was this 
increase of appropriation ($15,550) ata time that retrenchment 
is so necessary as had been admitted and avowed. 

Mr. MERRICK explained his reason for having interrupted 
the Senator from New Hampshire. 

Mr. EVANS stated that it was the usual practice to make ap. 
propriations in advance. 

Mr. HENDERSON wasof the same opinion. 

‘The amendment was then adopted. 

The next amendment was—page 29, lines 672 and 673, to 
strike out “twenty-one thousand two hundred and forty-iour 
dollars and thirty-three cenis,” and insert “thirty thousand dol- 
lars; being the appropriation for contingent expenses of for: 
eign intercourse. 

Mr. BUCHANAN asked some explanation. 

Mr. EVANS explained that $30,000 was the usual sum ap- 
propriated. But the House of Representatives had fixed the 
extraordinary sum of $21,244 33 under a mistake, in conse- 
quence of a balance of former appropriations being on hand, 
amounting to $8,755 67, which it was conceived ought to be de» 
ducted from the usual sum of $30,000; but it had been since 
discovered that there were outstanding claiins on the balance 
in hand, which were called for. 

The amendment was adopted. 

The next amendment was— page 29, after line 678, insert, “For 
contingent expenses Of all the missions abroad, thirty thousand 
dollars.’ 

Mr. & VANS explained the object of the amendment. 

It was adopted. 

The next was—page 29, line 679, after “London.” insert “and 
Paris;” strike out “two,” and insert “four,” being the approx 
priation (No. 196) for salary of the consul at London two thou- 
sand dollars. 

Mr. EVANS explained also the object of this amendment, 
and submitted a letter from the ministers at Paris and Berlin, 
and the consul at London, with a view of showing the justiess 
of the addition to the appropriation. 

A Jetter was then read from Mr. Cass to Mr. Webster, dated 
Paris, setting forth various duties imposed on the American 
consul in that city, for which he does not get any compengation, 
though subjected to great additicnal expense. ; 

A letter was also read from Mr. Wheaton, dated Paris, certi- 
fying the necessity and utility of making additional allowance 
to the consul at Paris. 

Also, an extract of a letter from the American consul at Lon- 
don, enumerating many reasons for continuing the salary of the 
consul at Paris. 

Mr. BUCHANAN asked the Senator from Maine what was 
the amount of consular fees received by the consul at Paris? 

Mr. EVANS had no precise information; but he understood 
the fees amounted to something between three and fonr thou- 
sand dollars a year, 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he was opposed to the amendment. 
He had had some practical knowledge in regard to the foreign 
consuls of the United States. There were none of therm who 
received a single dollar of salary —not cne,except the consuls 
in the Barbary States, (and they were diplomatic agents rather 
ihan censnis,) and except the consul at:Lonion. General Fen- 
wick, an officer who had been wounsied in the service of bis 
country, had desired to take the situation of consul, bnt his appli- 
cation was rejected. The Senate determined unanimously, or 
nearly so, that the salary should czgse, and the present consul 
went abroad under the full understanding that this would be the 
case; but, before he has beeg there six months, they were asked 
to restore the salary. And for what reason? He would under- 
take to say that the fees of the Consul at Paris amounted to 
more than $4,000. They ought f be putin possession of this 
information by official returasg he was confident, however, 
he was not wrong when he. gsserted that the amount was 
more than $4,000; while thé fees derived from the same 
office at St. Petersburg. the incumbent of which he knew 
to be a highly honerable and meritorious individual, did not 
amount to more, on an average, than $1,590. That gentle- 

man had done more in the service of thiscountry than almest 
any other who had ever been abroad; he possessed strong A mer- 
ican feelings; was heid in bigh estimation by the Russians; very 
often made the arbiter of disputes among: them, ang his fees 
were not over $1,509; whilst the expenseof living in St. Peters- 
burg was much greater than at Pare. $4,000 in Paris was 
equivalent, as far as the expense of jiving is concerned, to $8.000 
in St. Petersburg or London. Paris was a place to which peo- 
ple went to nurse their fortunes. This being the case, why 
shonld the consul at Paris havea salary allowed to him in 


addition to the fees of office? The origin of givinga salary | 


act. Ifthe President thought proper to recall that gentleman, he - 


Was-as “compensation for the ‘fulfilling ti F 
‘Missioner of claims.” ‘The -necessity for that duty had 
He had now no duties to perform,.except those whit! 
commonly performed by consuls; and he revéiving 
or treble the amount received by any other ‘American ¢ 
At the time, too, when the salary was ‘grated, Paris wi 
much of an exporting city, and the fees of the consul must hi 
been very inconsiderable, in vomparison- with ‘the “pré 
amount. : Cireumstances had chatiged; there was now 
deal of direct trade between Paris and the United States. 
would, he thought, be:a very great injustice towards other 
Officers of ‘this description to give him a salaiy of 8S 000 
while they gave nothing to the others. As to the. reasons 
contained in the letters which the Senator had read, he did 
not consider them entitled to much weight. ‘Tt was true; áp- 
plications were made by Americans in distress to the ‘consul, 
and subscriptions were obtained by him from American: resi- 
dents for their relief. But this was nothing more than was in- 
cumbent upon ail consuls; and in some cases, ‘a’ he was aware 
—particularly in that of St. Petersburg—the consul, in place 
of obtaining subscriptions, as there were no American residents 
there, furnished supplies out of his own pocket to’ American 
citizens in distrees,—and this without having half the amount 
of means which the consul at Paris possessed.” f 

Another reason given was, that the consul was very service- 
able to the resident American minister. Very true; he was of- 
ten consulted, and was often of considerable service: bùt” no 
one ever thought of giving him a salary on thataccount, merely 
because he assists the minister occasionally—in 1eturn ‘for 
which, he, no doubt, got manya good dinner. These reasons 
he did not conceive to be sufficient to induce the Senate to de- 
part from its former decision, in favor of a gentéman who: al. 
ready receives more than any other. It was what he would 
never consent to. 

The question was then called for. 

Mr. EVANS demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. i 

Messrs. RIVES, BUCHANAN, and: EVANS, made ‘a few 
remarks with regard to the suppression of the salary. ` ` 

Mr. RIVES was not aware of any argument in favor of ĝis- 
continuing this salary for the consul at Paris, that has not 
existed for the last thirty years. He knew, personally, that 
when he was in Peris, it was a source of general complaint, 
that even with the salary of $2,000 added to the fees of the'of- 
fice, the consulate found it very difficult to keep out of debt. 
Inasmuch as he looked upon the proposition to suppress the 
salary asan unnecessary innovation, and until better reasons 
were shown than any yet adduced for its suppression, he should 
vote for the amendment ofthe committee. — — 

Mr. MERRICK made a few remarks, not distinctly heard in 
the gallery. : ES 

Mr. KING, from his experience, could say that the living 
and expenses of individuals holding official stationa in Fondon 
were more than double those of living in Paris, This sum of 
$2,000 for the consulate in Paris could not be considered in the 
light of a salary; it was an appropriation for compensation as 
agent for American claims. Now, he thought it was for those 
calling for the appropriation to show what were the circum- 
stances which entitled this consulate to an allowance not grant- 
ed to other consulates at places much Jess profitable with re- 
gard to fees, . a 

Mr. WRIGHT desired to say only a single word asto the 
reason why he should vote against the amendment, It was the 
first instance, he believed, in which it had been. deliberately 
proposed to Congress to grant salaries to consulaas such, The 
salaries heretofore granted to the consuls at London and Paris, 
were to compensate those individuals for acting as commis- 
gioners of claims. Those duties, it had been shown, had ceas- 
ed; and if they now granted the salaries, it would be as consuls 
that they would receive them; and if they were to begin at the 
very best point, where would they end? A 3 

Mr. PRESTON did not think it necessary to make anyal 
lowances to consuls for maintaining national dignity. ,-There 
were ministers for that purpose at foreign courts. Jt appeared 
that the consul at Paris had fees to the amount of $3,000, and 
upwards, If allowances besides feesare to be made to consuls, 
it certainly should not begin with the fifth consulate in the gift 
of the Government, in point of value. He would mention the 
consul at Rome, as ove much more justly ented to some al- 
Jowance. He thought that out of this $2,000 usually allowed 
for the consulate at Paris, a just distribution of compensation 
might be made to consulates in other places, where the fees 
fell shori of a sufficiency. Ile should feel himselt obliged to 
vote against the amendment. 

Mr. EVANS begged leave to read an extract from aletter 
from the consul himselfshowing that by the action of the Govern- 
ment, the income of the office had been reduced $2,300, with 
which, ifthe salary be aiso stricken ofi, the income would be 
$4,300 less than that enjoyed by his predecessors, and leaving a 
resicue wholly insufficient te sustain the office. 

Mr. RIVES begged leave io correct an error that gentlemen 
had fallen into, asto this allowance not being in the nalureof a 
salary, but one to the cousul, as compensation for extra services 
performed by him in the capacity of an agent for claims. : Re 
read, from the several appropriation acts of years past, extracts 

to show that the sum of $2,000 each, for the consuls of Paris 
and London, had been always specially granted as salaries, 
without a word being said about the consuls being agents for 
claims. Ife denied that it was a fact that living wascbeaper in 
Faris than in Londen. Indeed, he knew from his own expe- 
rience that it was notso. Ife was in favor of continuing this 
salary on the same footing it had hitherto stood. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he required no more than the letter 
of the consul itself to convince his mind regarding the propriety 
of abolishing the salary. The consul had stated how muc 
his salary had been reduced below that of his predocertor, but 
he had studiously avoided telling them how much wou à Te 
main. He (Mr. B.) had no doubt but the naiemen a je 
Senator from Maine was perfectiy correct, that his income 
amounted to between four and fire thousand dollars. i 

Mr. EVANS. [said between three and four tious i i 

Mr. BUCHANAN. The consul himself must me am 
what hereceived, but he had not thought proper to in olin Tat 
Senate. The Senator from New York was per ied at Ii to 
in saying that a salary would never have been stan a shee 
the consul at Paris, bad it nat been necessary oat ld a ne $ 
there as commissioner of claims. The reason hac cease s h A 

į her abuses, the salary had heen continued afterwards. 
ike ore p abroad, however, it was with the 
When this gentleman went abroad, W n i 
understanding that he wasto receive no salary. He would vn 
though not from any illiberal motive, against this appropriation, 


t 


juestion. 5 : 
Mr. WRIGUQT observed that the Senator from Pennsylvania 
had made an explanation which was.properly due from him 
(Mr. W:). He bad never heaxd the question raised until about 
‘a. year ago, of gianting salaries w cousulgas consuls. He would 
relate a lithe of hig exper e. When he was a member of the 
Commitee oñ Foreign Affairs, he ascertained that they were 


paying salariesto two of their consuls. atthe most important | 


‘places, while not a dollar in the way of salary was paid toany 
athér, a large portion of whom were literally starving. He sug- 
‘gested the.proptiety ofthe two salaries being, withdrawn; but 
wastoldthatif could not be done, especially. as- regarded the 
onéat Paris; because,. at. that time, the claims under the treat 
negotiated -by the Senator from Virginia were not closed. 
From that time the matter had been permitted to rest—at least 
he bad heard nothing, upon the subject; and he believed the 
Renate had never been called upon. until new to declare whether 
a consul should, a3 consul, receive asalary. 

„Mr, WOODBURY showed that in 1835 and ’36 the ap- 

ropridtions and estimates were all “for agents for claims;” and 
t'was: not till 1837 the change was made to the present 
wording, because the claims requiring the“ agencies had 
ceased, » 

_ Mr. KING explained how the change had taken place with 
regard to the consul at London, who had shown that the office 
could not-be sustained without the allowance. 

Mr. RIVES observed, that in 1837 the question waa solemnly 
decided that these consuls should receive this salary as con- 
suls, and no longer as agents for claims. It was well known 
then, that they had no agency in regard to the prosecution of 
claims. All of that branch of business for the last twenty 
yeta had gone into the hands of the political diplomatic body 
representing this Government at those places. 

The yeas and nays on the amendment were demanded and 
ordered ; and resulted, yeas 14, nays 28, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bacrow, Bates, Choate, Clayton, Conrad, 
Evans, Graham, Kerr, Phelps, Rives, Smith of Indiana, 
Sprague, Tallmadge, and White— 14. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Crafis, Fulton, Henderson, 
King, Linn, McRoberts, Mangum, Merrick, Morehead, Porter, 
Presion, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, 
Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—23, 

So the amendment was rejocted, 

The next améndment was—page 29, line 682, to strike out 


“thirty-five,” and insert “ filty ;” being an increase of $15,000 


to.thewum appropriated by the House fur the relief and protec- 
tion of American seamen in foreign countries. ` 

Mr, EVANS explained the object of this amendment, which 
was, to provide a sufficiency to prevent the protest of consulate 
drafts in future, 

The amendment was adopted. 

Theamendments proposed by the Committee on Finance hav- 
jing all been disposed of, 

r. EVANS moved an additional amendment. to come in 
„after the 611th line, being an appropriation of $1,000 for the 
expeuas of removing ‘he siatue of Washington in the rotundo, 

The amendment was adopted. 

Also, another amendment after same line, being $2,000 for 
expenses incident to the issuing of Treasury notes hereiofore 
authorized. Provided, That no part of this appropriation 
shall be applied, and no compensation shall be made to any of- 
ficer of the United States whose salary is established by law, 
for preparing, signing, or issuing, Treasury notes. 

Mr. KING wished to know bow this expense was incurred 
for the issuing of ‘Treasury notes? 


Mr. EVANS explained, that on the first bill for the issue of 
Treasury notes, the expense of preparing, engraving, and 
signing notes was provided for. Ile did not believe there was 
any expense of engraving now ; but he believed the allowance 
originally was for “preparing, engraving, and signing Treas. 
ury notes,” in the carly period of this Government. The prac- 
tice had been to allow $1 25 for siguing 100 Treasury notes. 
The word signing he conceived had been inadvertently draught- 
ed into the bill of 1837, ont of the billy authorizing the old 
Treasury notes. He didnot think there should have been any 
such allowance. He believed the money already paid on that 
account had been between three and four thousand dollars. 

Mr. SEVIER was glad to hear the Senator disapprove of the 
practice... He hoped he would follow up this good disposition 
witha proposition to stop the three or four thousand dollars 
thus paid, out of the salaries of the afficers who had made the 
charge, ` f 

Mr. EVANS wonld not himself make that ition; bati 
Was opan w any other gentleman. eRe ee 

After a few more remarks, chiefly in expl i 
Messrs. EVANS, SEVIER, and WOODBURY, the maoa 
meni was adopted, i 

Mr. KING would refèr the Senator from Maine to the 633d 
Jine of the bill, “for completing the dike, (from Goat Island 
Newport, Rhode Isiind,) and removing the light to the new 
light-house.” He wished to know howit was that an appro- 

tiation for a work of internal improvement had found its way 
Into an appropria‘ion bill, when it was understood there was to 
be_aseparate bil brought forward for such objects, 

Mr. EVANS had no further information to give than that it 
came from the House, It was no morea work of internal im- 
provement than the marins hospital at Mobile. 

After a few words from Mr, SIMMONS, the subject was 
dropped, 

Mr. WOODBURY observed that the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Finance having gone through all the amendments 
reported from the committee, he, as a member of that com- 
mittee, would now propose an additional amendment, and the 
chairman could either adoptit, or explain why it should not 
be adopted. Itwasto add a proviso to the seventh section, It 
is in the appropriation for a deficiency in the appropriations for 
the twenty-sixth Congress, on account of the contingent and in- 
cidental expenses of the House, namely: ‘For printing, litho- 
graphing, binding, and books, ninety-eight thousand three bhun- 
dred and thirty five doflars and eighty-five cents, or so much 

thereof as may be found necessary, on auditing the accounts by 
the appropriate committee ”* á 

He would first ask the chairman what portion of the appro- 
priation was forthe books to members of Congress, and why 
the appropriation to pay for them was not made when they 
‘Mere ordered. ana 
Mir. EVANS said there was nottime to make the appropri- 


tion then, as all the appropriation bills had been passed, and 


ad much satisfaction as he ever felv'in giving a vote upon ` 


the books were not ordered. til the very last day’ of the last. ses- 


. ‘sion of the twenty-sixth Congress. - 


Mr.’ WOODBURY: said:the object of his proviso was to pre- 
vent such a thing happening again. He'did not now bring it 
forward for the purpose of censuring the other House, but 
merely to prevent hereafter any deficiency to be appropriated 
for without authority oflaw. Hereadthe proviso to that-ef- 


fect. A AE 5 

Mr: WRIGHT remarked that it appeared, from what had 
fallen from the chairman of the Finance Committee, [Mri 
Evaws,] that H7 sets of books, or thereabouts, were purchased 
under the simple resolution passed atthe last hour of the last 
session of the last Congress, for which an-expense was incurred 
of some $60,000, as near-as he (Mr. W.) could compute the 
amount. This gave to each member, (if the number were equal 
to the sets charged for,) at the expense of the Government, 
books which cost: $500, rather over thaa under that amount. 
He recollected and recapitulated the circumstances attending 
the refusal by the Senate at past Congresses, and particularly 
at the last session of the last Congress, to sanction the distribu- 
tion of books to members at the expense of the people. At the 
last Congress the proposition, after the practice had been dise 
continued, was renewed, and a. prupésition came from the 
Jouse, in the civil and diplomatic bill, forcing upon the Senate 
buoks as a condition for appropriating them to that House. We 
refused to entertain the proposition. The biil went back, 


and the House adhered. We came to a committee 
of conference; and the result was, a compromise on 
the part of the Senate cheerfully to pay for the 


books for theg House, and refusing that any portion of them 
should b divided to the Senate. The understanding was then 
distinct: between the two bodies that that was to end the prac- 
tice, .He had not understood, in the deliberations of the last 
Congress, that (he practice would occur again. But it seems 
the House covertly resumed the practice, and incurred a heavy 
expenditure. He believed it was the duty of the Senate to re- 
fuse to put an appropriation in this bill to cover it, and make 
the legislation upon the subject distinctjand independent, and, as 
an independent law; and let the people see that this large 
amount called for wasto give to membersof the other branch 
of Congress, in books to each costing $509. He was willing to 
let the House take the books themselves, and the responsibility 
attending the act; but he was unwilling to have the necessity 
forced on the Senate of making provision to. pay forthem, and 
thus share the responsibility of the act. He, therefore, made 
the motion to strike out the appropriation, with the view of 
having it provided for inan independent act. 

Mr. WOODURY now submitied his proviso, as follows: 

“Provided, That no part of thisor any other appropriation 
be paid for the purchase, hereafter, of hooks to bs distributed 
amoug members of Congress, without the previous sanction of 
an express law for the purpose.” 

He (Mr. Woopzury) pointed out that the very case in point 
was the strongest possible argument in favor of adopting this 

proviso, 

t Mr. EVANS had no objection except to that part referring to 
“hereañer.” ‘Shis was an appropriation for work already 
done, and not referring to any thing to come. 

«Mr. WOODBURY asked the proviso to be read without the 
word “hereafter.” 

It was so read, 

Mr. MOREHEAD asked the Senator flom New Hampshire 
ifit was his object to deny the appropriation, unless the proviso 
is complied with? 

Mr. WOODBURY explained that his object was to prevent 
any books being purchased, and distributed to members of Con- 
gress by this appropriation, unless authorized by some pre- 
vious law. 

Mr. BENTON wished to know what books were distributed 
to members of Congrese, 

Mr. EVANS stated that the books consisted of the Register 
of Debates, Siate Papers, and Elliot’s Diplomatic Code, and 
Elhotv’s Debates on the formation of the Constitution, and the 
Land Laws, and the Register of Contested Elections. 

Mr. WRIGUT read the resolution offered by Mr. MITCHELL. 
in the House of Representatives, 3d March, 1641, as follows: : 

Resolved, Tha: the Cierk be authorized to procure from the 
respective publishers, and furnish such members ofthe House 
of Representatives as have not received them under former or- 
ders, the following books, and pay for the same out ef the con- 
tingent fund of the House, being such, in part, as have been 
supplied to members of the last and preceding Congresses, viz: 
the Congressional documents compiled by order of Congress, 
entitled State Papers, the Register of Debates; Elliot's Debates, 
Contested Ejections, and the Land Laws and opinions compiled 
by order of the Senate; Lut nothing herein contained shall be 
contraen to authorize the reprinting of either of the above 
works. 

Mr. BENTON wanted to have time to look into this matter: 
he wonid, therefore, move to strike out the bundle of items in 
which this job is covered up. It was a system of going round 
and round without end. Every one knows that any quantity of 

these books can be bought throughout this city at fifty conts 
apiece, and that they are thus bought up, over and over again 
to be distributed by Congress, and appropriated’ for every 
round they take between the Capitol and the book shops. 
Heretofore the proposi:ion for buying and distributing to mem. 
bers of Congress was an open and separate proposition; but 
now it is to be smuggled in by deceptive and strange courses, 
He intended to move to strike out the whole section. Í 

Mr. WOODBURY observed that, having drawn the attention 
of the Senaie to the subject, and toavoid embarrassing amend- 
ments which might be contemplated on it, he would for the 
present withdraw his proposition, 

The proviso wasthen withdrawn. 

Mr. MANGUM was in favorof a permanent law to prevent 
the possibility of introducing, either in this House or the other 
„any appropriation of this nature, = 

Mr. KING remarked thas it was evident that thecommittee 
could not get through with the bill this evening, as there were 
several important amendments, and therefore he moved to zo 
into executive session. 2 

Mr. EVANS said it was desirable that the bill should pass 
poe the committee this.evening; which he believed could 
be done. Š 

Mr. KING reminded the chairman on Finance that it could 
not be get iirough mhis evening. 

Mr. EVANS. gentlemen are dieposed to take t = 
sibility of delay, he was satisfied. P ` he respon- 

Mr. WHITE would rather prefer the motion to adjourn, than 
the one to go into executive session. ý 


Mr. WRIGHT said, if the motion togo into executive session 
was intended to be pressed, before taking the question he- de- 
aired to submit an amendment, for the purpose of having. it 
printed, which he:intended to offer afier the bill was reported to 
the Senate. The amendment was ofa complicated characier, 
and authorized the distiict attorneys, and cterks of district 
|. courts, and clerks of circuit courts, and marshals of the United 
States, to make to the Secretary of the Treasury periodical-re- 
turns, in writing, of all fees and: emoluments of their respective 
Offices, distinguishing those payable on the bankrupt law. It 
also prescribes the allowance to those officers for certain ser- 
vices, &6.. : 

Z The question was taken, and the amendment was ordered to 
be printed. ra 2° : 

The question was then put on the motion to go into executive 
session, and disagreed to, by—ayes 13, noes 16. 

Mr. TAPPAN made some remarks condemnatory ofthe prac- 
tice of voting money for books, and particularly of the course 
of the House, on its own responsibility, of incurring an enor» 
mous expense for books to be divided among themselves, and 
then calling upor the Senate to make an appropriation covering 
the expense. 4 

Mr. BUCHANAN would vote in favor of the motion to 
strike out proposed by the Senator fiom Missouri, if for no 
other reason, because it was an expense incurredin consequence 
ofa resolution of the House, adopted on the lastnight of the 
session. Let the proposition come in as a distinct measure, 
and stand upon its own merits. 

Mr. MANGUM was anxious to have a little more time, for 
the purpose of considering how the object can be best attained 
of preventing the recurrence of such a thing again. 

The Senate, on motion of Mr. KERR, went into executive 
session; and, after some time spent therein, adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
SATURDAY, April 30, 1842. 


Mr. HUNT laid upon the Clerk’s table the memorial 
of Jeremiah Fisher and 103 others, citizens of Petersburgh, 
Renanelaer, county, New York, in favor of a protective 
+ tarifi. - 

Mr. WESTBROOK presented the petition of fifty-six citizeng 
of Mauch Chunk, Northampton county, Pennsylvania, praying 
for the retention of the tariff of 1839, for protection against fors 
eign manufactures, and fer prompt action, placing the country 
ina proper state of defence; and prohibiting foreign vessels 
carrying our mails from one of-aur seaport towns to ans 
other. : 

Mr. R. McCLELLAN, from the Committee on Patente, report: 
ed the following bills: 

A bill for the relief of Hazard Knowles; also, a bill forthe ree 
lief of William Gale. ` 

Mr. ADAMS asked the general consent. of the House to pre- 
sent a memorial signed by Edward H. Robbins, and about 30 
other. residents of Massachusetts, in relation to a protective 
tariff. The memorial was signed, amongst others, by a lace 
Representative in this House, and, perhaps, by some persons 
who were connected with manufactures at Lowell. He asked 
permission cf the House to present it, and that it might be 
printed with the names of the petitioners,—[Mr. Hopxins, I 
object.]—and referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, to whom the report of the chairman of the 
Committee on Manufactures had alrcady been referred; and, in 
making this motion, he wished to state a few reasons for ask- 
ing this permission of the House. og 

Mr. HOPKINS was understood again to object, because this 
was private bil] day. i 

Mr, ADAMS said he asked this permission, first, from per- 
sonal considerations; next, for considerations relating to bis 
colleagues on this floor; and, further, for considerations affect- 
ing his constituents, respectable persons, whose characters 
were yesterday arraigned.in the debate relating to the report of 
one of the commissioners appointed to investigate the concerns 
ofthe New York custom house, He repeated that he asked 
this permission because his own personal character was in. 
volved in it, and the character ef every one.of his colleagues 
on this floor, of whom he regretted so small a portion were then 
under his eye; he regretted it, because he wished to call their 
attention, as wellas the attention ofthe House and cf the na- 
tion, to the charges on which they were arraigned. 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN here rose, and inquired if this de- 
bate went on, whether he should have the right to participate 
in it; if not, he should object to it. 

Mr. WISE, Ob, Mr. Brown, let him explain. 

Mr. ADAMS resumed. Sir, the gentleman’s character has 
not been arraigned, or —— 

The SPEAKER interposed, and said, objection ‘having been 
made, the gentleman was notin order without the consent of 
NT ADAMS said t id : 

rA said he would move, then, a suspension of the 
rules; and he requested the permission to in justi 
tion of his personal character. ee ea in justifica- 

Mr HOPKINS said he withdrew the objection which he had 
made, 

Mr. WISE remarked, that it was proper the gen 
Massachusetts shouid explain, becats the report Seog 
had ainda had been brought into the Honse and ordered to be 
printes . 

Mr. PROFFIT reminded the gentleman from Massachusett 
that the report was brought in by the votes g H 
himseif and his own fienda. 7 ofthe gentleman 

Mr. ADAMS admitted that he yesterday voted agaj 
consideration, hecause he hoped - the report would be prina 
that they might meet its allegations face io face. Inthe course 
of the debate yesterday on that subject, certain remarks were 
made by the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Wiss,] which he 
saw, at once, called immediately for action from every member 
from the State of Massachusetts on this’ floor, and that the 
shov!d be prepared to meet what that paper might divulge: Due 
it called not only on him and on his colleagues, hut aleo or th 
signers of the memorial which he then presented, The we 3 
told yesterday, that the report of the investigation of he ity 
cerns of the New York custom-house wasio be turned into 5 
political engine: not only an anti-tariff engine, but to. blot the 
character of many of the most respectable citizens ‘of thi 
Union from the State of Massachusetts; and he hoped such of 
his colleagues as might not be present then, would see the sub- 
stance of that charge, as it was reported în the papers of: this 
morning. It wasto bean anti-tariff engine; it was to pùt down 


i every thing in this House, and elsewhere, in favor of a protec. 


tive tariff; and it was to call upon the State of South Caroling 


to erect. a: monument of marble to this commissioner who had 
investigated the affairs of the. New York custom-house. 

Mr. WISE. Mr. Speaker, the gentleman—— `: 

Mr. ADAMS, (Wwarmly.) -No; sir: the gentleman shall ex- 
plain after I have done. $ 

-> Mr. - WISE said the.gentleman had put a constractionon the 
published report of yesterday’s proceedings, which they would 
not bear; and he: wished to set the gentleman right. He had 
been told that. he had beer misunderstood by otheisalso, and 
he wished to say that he had not meant to say that the commis- 
sioners’ report would be found to be true. He did not mean.to 
endorse: it, but-to judge’ it after he had examined it; and he 
Merely intended to inform the Representatives from Massachu- 
setts that there was such matter in it which it was all-important 
the gentlemen should be acquainted with, as well as the gentle- 
Mėn who were attacked, that they might defend themselves 
against those charges. There was one gentleman attacked, 

that he: wotild defend as warmly as any friend he had-on. that 
floor—a gentleman connected with the manufacturing interests 
of Boston, and the manufacturing interests of the country— 
against whom he should require the very strongest evidence to 
prove any thing like bribery. He had intended, also, to com- 
plain on behalf of the manufacturing interest of the North, and 
of gentlemen connected with the manufacturing interest, that 
this report, inculpating their characters, had been brought in 
improperly, if not surreptitiously, forestalling the reports to be 
made by two other ofthe commissioners, whose reports would 
have done those manufacturing gentlemen justice. He meant 
to complain that injury was unjustly done to them; and he said 
this; and he-now. repeated it—and he was sure th 
from Massachusetts would approve it—that if the charges were 
true, a.debt of gratitude would be due to George Poindexter for 
bringing them to light. He hoped the gentleman understood 
him. He complained of the printing of that report before the 
reports of the other commissioners were brought in. A letter 
had-been brought there from the President; and it must have 
got there through the instrumentality of George Poindexter 
himself. i 

Mr. CAMPBELL interposed, and remarked that the gentle- 
man from Virginia-had risen for a personal explanation, and 
was now going into a discussion of other matter; and if this 
were tolerated, the friends of the other commissioners must be 
heard also. 

Mr WISE said he wished then: to be heard; and he warned 
Messrs. Kelly and Stewart that their reports ought to come to 
the House pari pass with the report of George Poindexter: 
he desired this, though an anti-tariff man himself, He hoped 
the gentleman from Massachusetts now understood him. He 
also wanted the letter of George Poindexter, to which the letter 
of the President read there yesterday wasan answer, called for 
and brought up. 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN rose to a point of order. This 
debate had arisen on the presentation of a petition, in regard to 
which the rules required that the substance only should be 
stated by. the member presenting it. 

- Mr, W. W. IRWIN called the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania (Mr. C, Brown] to order. 

Mr. CUSHING moved that his colleague have leave to pro. 


ceed, 

Mr. ADAMS resumed. He was happy to receive the expla- 
nation of the gentleman from Virginia, because it appeared 
that. in asking the favor which he had solicited from the House, 
he had done that which the gentleman from Vitginia desired 
should be done; for he alleged his motive in making the re- 
marks which he had made to the House yesterday, to be io give 
an opportunity.to meet the charges. He eaid his motive was to 
inform the gentlemen of the charges; and certainly, in giving 
them that information, it was his intention that they should 

- notice it properly, and that could only be done in the 
manner in which he [Mr. ApAmMs] was proceeding. 
The memorial which he then presented he received last 
night, and it gave him the opportunity, as he conceived, 
to demand this right, for it related to a protective tariff, 
which thegreat “Poindexter gun” was to blow sky-high, besides 
plasting the character, by charging them with corruption and 
bribery, of the manufacturers of Lowell. And these were the rea- 
sons why he called upon his colleagues to answer these charges. 
He thanked the gentleman from Virginia for his motives, and 
he would take the benefit of them; and he now asked leave to 

regent this memorial in the manner which he had signified. 

e also asked leave tu read the remarks made by the gentle- 
man from Virginia [Mr, Wiss] yesterday, to show the interest 
which he and all his colleagues had in this subject. The gen- 
tleman from Virginia [Mr. Wiss] thus spoke of one of the com- 
‘missioners, according to the report: 

“He then proceeded to inquire who was George Poindexter? 
And, alter passing high compliments on hia intelligence and 
standing, his fearlessless and independence, and admitting he 
had been among the leading members in the Senate, and the 
Ajax of legislation in his own State, inferred from the whole 
that he must well know the course of the committee to be an 
abuse, and, if now on the floor of the Senate, would be the last 
man to justify it.” ef 4 , 

The gentleman from Virginia had ‘since retracted, and said 
that Governor Poindexter had communication under summons. 

Mr. WISE expiained. He was not answerable for the re- 
port of the Intelligencer, which the gentleman from Massachu- 
setta had quoted ; the report was incorrect; indeed, it professed 
tut tobea currentreport. The reporter was in error in mak- 
ing him call Governor Poindexter the Ajax of legislation—he 
had said Atlas. Ifhe had been fully reported, he would not 
have bean misunderstood. r k 

Mr. ADAMS had taken the report of a third person in pref- 
erence to his own recollection; because he might have mis- 
conceived the remarks of the gentleman; but it was possible 
that the report for the Intelligencer was mistaken, He then 
-proceeded with the report of the genticman’s remarks, observ- 
ing that the gentleman of Virginia was arguing im favor ofa 
yeconsideration of the vote by which the report of Governor 
Poindexter was ordered to be printed, on the ground that when 
itcame it ought to be accompanied by the reports of the other 
commissioners. That might be a very good reason for the 
gentieman from Virginia, but it was not s0 for him (Mr. 
ADAMS.). The instant he was anprized that himself. his col- 
leagues, and his constituents, whom he believed to be honest 
and honorable men, were implicated by these papers, that was 
precisely the reason, of all others, he should have for saying, 

Bring it forward at- once; let us see what it is; let us meet 
it face to face.” If they were charged with crimes, let them have 
efair and honorable trial ; he therefore voted for it, forthe very 
yeason for- which the gentleman from Virginia opposed it, 


e gentleman ` 


i 
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He wished to see what the charges were which were to blast 
his character, and the character cf his colleagues and constitu. 
ents, and to merita monumentat the hands of the people of 
South Carolina. He would read the words. as they were re- 
ported in the Intelligencer; and if they were erroneous, the 
gentleman could haye an opportunity to correct them; and to 
those words he called the attention of the House, as be did i 
of the whole country. a 

“How could the President have had it tendays, when the re- 
port was not made till the 20th?. Ido notsay I know the fact; it 
may have been in-the hands of the President on the 12th; but it 
was recalled, and not returned till the 20th. But admit he had 
it for ten days: he was to read it, compare it with the other re- 
ports, refiect on the whole, and then write his message to Con- 
gress. The whole measure originated with him; and a most 
important report it is. It not_only involves the conduct and 
character of men in the New York custom-house—of Hoyt, of | 
Curtis, of Carnes, of Wasson, and others inthatestablishment— | 
but I can tell New England gentlemen on this floor that it in- | 
volves some men of the very highest standing in Boston and in 
Lowell—the gentry of New England—the highest class of capi- | 
talisis—these, too, are involved; and if the statements in the re- | 
port are true, men of this description have been engaged in a 
conspiracy to bribe the custom-house officers to seize on wool 
len goods, for the: bencfit ofthe manufacturers of New England, 

% x + * < * a 


“He believed this very report would be found to be one of the 
strongest anti-tariff documents ever put forth tothe community; 
the agricultural interest of the country would be gratified by 
its perusal. The report not only involved the character of the 
custom -house officers at New York, but also of the commis- 
sioners themselves, (who were understood some of them to be 
antitariff Whigs, and others pro-tariff Whigs,)and ultimately 
every member here representing the State of Massachusetts, 
This report, gentlemen might be assured, had deeper ends in 
view than a mere reform of abuses or correction of the rev- 
enue laws. Should it expose the iniquities of the protective 


. commissioners is now wanted by me FoR My OWN’ INFO! 


sysiem, and operate to save the country from their infliction, 
the whole South, and particularly the State of South Carolina, 
ought to erecta monument to the memory of its author,” 

He (Mr. Apams) did not wish to comment upon the contrast 
drawn between the manufacturing and the agricultural inter- 
ests, or the tendency there was to array ove against the other: 
but what was the conclusion of the gentleman from the position, 
that, if this was true, it was to be ananti-tariff document? Why 
was it an anti-tariff document? Was Governor Poindexter se- | 
lected, as an anti-tariff man, to go to the New York custom- 
house, to destroy the tariff doctrine; or was that the use to be | 
made of his report, cn the supposition thatit fixes bribery and | 
corruption on anybody? Suppose it was true that every per- 
son charged, and every persan connected with the New York ; 
custom-house, had been guilty of bribery: what had that to do 
with the tariff question? He noticed this for the purpose of 
calling attention to the tise that was to be made of this report, 
as it respects a great question,in different sections of this Union; 
and he protested against it, even supposing the charges of bri- 


bery could be fixed upon them ail, 

Me. WISE again obtained permission to explain. He said 
his intention had not been to charge any thing against anybody, 
but to notify the Representatives of Lowell and Boston, that the 
report involved their constituents, and injustice was likely to 
be done to them if Poindexter’s report was published before the 
other two came in. 

Mr. CUSLIING also desired permission to state why he had 
voted as he did yesterday. He had no knowledge of the con- 
tents of the paper, except from rumor, and a large quantity of 
printed matter issued by Mr. Jesse Hoyt; and by them it was 
said that persons were to be impugned, part of whom were 
constituents of his own. He was induced, as Jong ago as Sep- 
tember last, to fix his eye on that investigation, tosee What was 
to happen; and he did but as he was bound to do, He com. 
municated with his constituents who were said to be implicated, 
and they said, as ho (Mr. CusHine) said then, that he challenged 
investigation; and whenever the time should come to go into the 
debate, he should stand there to vindicate the characier of those 

endemen. Having had an intimation of what was to come, 

e was desirous that it should come altogether, and not ex 
parte; and not only the report of the commissioners, but the 
evidence on which it was founded; but especially the journa‘s 
aud the documentary matter on which it wasto be made. Hehad 
had the same object in view when he voted against the resolu- 
tion, some time since, calling on the Executive for this report; 
though some of the newspapers bad accused him of having 
some Administration object in desiring the conceaiment of the 
report. And, in regard to that, he had only te say that the 
President of the United States had no purpose except to do jus- 
tice to ail the world, and to take care that injustice wes not 
done to individuals; end if he had desired more than three days 
to read thisdocument of three hundred pages, it was that he 
might know how far not only private individnals, but public 
officers, were affected by this document. He (Mr. CusHING) 
knew of no purpose to suppress the report on the part of the 
President, nor of any purpose but to see impartial justice done 
to all parties. 

Mr. GARRETT DAVIS iaquired if the President has not dc- 
sired the commissioners to make no examination of Mr. Cur- 
tis’s administration? 

Mr. CUSHING. Private letters have been brought here— 

Mr. STANLY. No; not private letters. 

Mr. CUSHING esarcely knew how ito distinguish between 
public and private lettere. ; 

Mr, ADAMS rose and said, though he was exceedingly un- ; 
willing to interrupt his colleague, yet, as he had oniy yielded | 
for a personai explanation, he must beg that his colleague i 
would confine bimself to that. l 

Mr. CUSHING cid not wish to trespass on the indulgence of | 
his colleague; and if he was unwilling to permit him to go into | 
this collateral matter, he would not doit. He then again ex- | 
plained the reason for his vote yesterday, which was mainly, as / 
he before slated that all the papers might come forth together, į 
that the country might judge of the whole matter. : 

Mr. ADAMS resumed, and reiterated his desire to have the | 
papers printed as soon as possible, that they might know the , 
nature of the charges preferred against them. But there was | 
another subject, and that alone would have induced him to vote | 
against the reconsideration; it was the letter of the President | 
read yesterday by the gentleman from New York (Mr. LINN] | 
That letter contained the most astonishing sentiments he had 
ever heard on that floor, It wasa lener from the President of 
the United States to the commission— ` 

Mr, WISE desired to correct the gentleman as to a matter of 


| 
l 
| 


fact. It was not-a letter from, "the President: 
Stätesto the commission,” it was neyer jaid before: i 
mission, but-it was written to Governor Poindexter’ alone 
hé asked those who had produced the letter here, to, bri 
ward also the letter to which it wasa reply. = = 0. 

Mr. ADAMS would read an extract from the letter, 
he called the attention of the House and of tiie nation 

“The commission on which, at my own request 
others consented:to serve, was instituted, and the report o 


TION. -1 do not doubt but that it wi]! contain many sugges 
with regard to the custom-housea, and the mode of. transa 
business’ most worthy to be. recommended by me to Congr 
And’should it bring to my knowledge any facts implicati 
those now in office, to an extent or upon grounds requiring the’ 
Executive action in regard to them, 1 shall, without any 

promptings by Congress, who have rightfully nothing. to do 
with it, discharge my duty to the country without fear. That 
I have, for a considerable time, most anxiously desired thore- 

port to be made, I wiil not deny. Whether; when made,:J shalt 

deem it best to communicate the entire report to Congress, or 

otherwise make it public, or content myself with adopting, its 

recommendations, and urging them upon the deliberations of : 
Congress, will be for my own decision; as also will be the time 

and occasion for making it.’? 

He (Mr. Apams) was surprised at the sentiments here ex- 
pressed; and he had opposed the reconsideration of the vote or- 
dering the report to. be printed, because he was unwilling to 
put it in the power of this gentleman, who says Congress 
“have rightfully nothing to do with it.’ Congress nothing to 
do with malfeasance in public office! What was that Honse 
for? And why was the power of impeachment given to them? 
Why was that House engaged in that investigation for sùch a 
length of time? Why had they given power to committees to 
investigate other subjects of similar character? Why wagall 
this done, if the gentleman who was the tenant of the White 
House was to decide it; and if Congress had really: nothing.to 
do with i? In his opinion, Congress had a great deal to do-with 
it: Congress would have more to do withit than if the report 
had been sent back to the Treasury Department or to the Presi- 
dent of the United States to be garbled, ` 

After a few remarkson the observation that this letter was a 
private one, which, however, was not written under the mjane- 
tion of secrecy, he said, if they admitied the doctrine that Con- 
gress had nothing to do with this matter, they might as well 
disperse, and put the whole people of the commonwealth iù 
the hauds of one man. He would ay of the report itself, that 
if he had the 240 votes of the members of that House, he would 
have given them all against the reconsideration. But he had 
trespassed longer than he had intended; his object’ was solel, 
what he now requested—that this memorial, coming, as it did, 
from some of those very persons implicated in the report of the 
commissioner, and connected with the very interest which the 
gentleman from Virginia said was to be blown sky-high, never 
to show its face here again, might be received and printed, with 
the names annexed to it, and referred to the Committee of the 
Whole, to whom the report of the chairman of the Committee 
on Manufactures had been referred. : 

Mr. UNDERWOOD rose to address the House; but various 
points of order were started, some geutleman avowing their de» 
sire to be to proceed with the private calendar. | : 

The SPEAKER was understood to decide against the con- 
tinuance ofthe debate. The rule prescribes thata brief explana- 
tion of a memorial only shall be made on its presentation; and 
if it becomes debatable, the subjuct must necessarily go over. 
In this case, the gentleman from Massachusetts had been, âl- 
lowed to go into personal explanation by universal consent; but 
the debate could not be carried further, without the consent of. 
the House, - ic 

An appeal was taken from the Speaker’s decision by Mr. 
TRIPLETT; which, on motion of Mr. WARREN, was Jaid on 
the table: ayes 98, noes 68, A motion to suspend the rules, to 
permit the debate to continue, was. negatived,and the whole 
subject went over. ae tee p a 

Mr, FILLMORE, from the Committee of Ways.and Means, 
reported a bill making appropriations for the payment of navy 
pensions; which was twite read, and referred lo the Committee 
of the Whole House on the state of the Union, and ordered to 
be printed. x R s 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, on leave, introduced a biil to divide the 
State of Kentucky into two judicial districts; which was twice 
yead, and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Indiana asked leave to prerent a report 
from the Committee for the District of Columbia; but objection 
being made, the report was not received. 

Mr. COWEN moved the reconsideration of the vote on 
ordering the bill for the reliefor Farrow and Harris to be en- 
grossed for a third reading; and, after a discnesion, in which 


Messrs. COWEN, CLIFFORD, EVERE! T, ROOSEVELT, 
JONES of Virginia, GORDON, and UNDERWOOD, took 


patt, the question on the reconsideration was taken, and carried 
under the previous question, ; 

On motion by Mr. BRIGGS, the vote on Mr. UnpERwoon's 
amendment was also reconsidered; and then, on taking the quos. 
tion on said amendment, it was rejected. 7 ae 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, without a divis- 
ion. , y . 
The questionthen coming up on its passage, R . 

Mr. MEDILL addressed the House at sume length in opposi’ 
tion to it; after which, the question was taken by yeas and nays, 
and resulted in—yeas 4], nays 82. 

So the bill was rejected. 2 ' 

Mr. ANDREWS then moved to reconsider the vote just 
given; and also moved that the House adjourn; but the latter 
motion was not carried. r g 

‘Me. ANDREWS moved the previous ee on the motion 
for reconsideration; and there was a second. 

Mr. COOPER of Pennsylvania moved that the House ad. 
journ: rejected. re 
} The Malh question was then ordered on the reconsideration; 
ghon : t order- 
Mr. ANDREWS called for tellers; but they were not ¢ 
aie dere being only two in the affirmative, and ninety ia the 
negative. ne j - 

No guorum.voting—~ 2 

Me STANLY moved an adjournment. i 

Mr. HOPKINS called forthe yess and nays, which were or. 
dered; and, on taking. the question, resulted in--yeas 41, nays 


The question was then taken on the reconsideration, and ear: 
riede = 0000 
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Mr. HOPKINS ‘moved that the House,adjourn: rejected:. 

„A message having been received from the President of the 
United States in the course of thé morning, several called for 
he'reading of it,” — ” enin ‘ 

[SE moved that the messäge of the President belaid 
the House, 
e SPEAKER observed that there were several Executive 
ges onthe table. They. would be laid before the House, if 
jection was made. . St i 
: WISE.. “Does the Speaker invite objection? 

Phe SPEAKER. said, No; but it was not the. usual hour for. 
presenting Executive documents. They would be presented if 
no Objection was made. à 

Mr; ANDREWS, of Ky. objected. 

» Mr, WISE moved a-suspension of the rules, - He would now 
see who was for suppressing information. 

Mi. ANDREWS said that if the documents were laid before 
the House he should insist upon reading the wholeof them 
through. 4 pian] 

Mr. RUSSELL moved that the House adjourn: rejected; 

‘The question was then taken on suspending the rules, and re- 
sulted in ayes 73, noes 22. 

There being no quorum— 

Mr. ARNOLD moved that the House adjourn: rejected. 

Mr. WISE moved a call of the House; which was ordered— 
ayes 55, noes 46, , 3 

The Clerk then commenced calling the roll; and had called 
oyera few names, when . 

Mr. FILLMORE suggested that it would be better to suspend 
thecall,:to let the documents be laid before the House, This 
being objected to— j ` 

The rolt was called through; when it appeared that 107 mem- 
pers were present. : 

The absentees were then called; when it appeared that 129 
members had answered to their names. 

Mr. FILLMORE. moved to suspend the further-proceedings 
under the call; which was carried. 

Mr: FILLMORE: then suggested that the objection had better- 
be withdrawn, and the documents ‘suffered to go before the 


House. : degen hats 
Mr, ANDREWS withdrew his objection; whon - 

The message of the President was read. i transmitted, in 
compliance with the resolution of the House of the 29th instant, 
the reports of Messrs. Kelly and Stewart on the affairs af the 
New York custom-house; as also the report of Mr. Poindexter 
on the same subject. 

Mr. WISE moved that the reports and accompanying docu- 
ments be printed, and supported the motion with some re- 


marks. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD having obtained the floor— 
` The House adjourned, 


IN SENATE, 
Monpay, May 2, 1842, 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from tne Committee on Naval Affairs, to 
which had been referred the bill to regulate the pay and emol- 
unients of the pursers and warrant officers of the navy, report- 
eù the same back, with ameadments, 

Mr. W. also reported back, without amendment, the bill to 
establish and regulate the naval ration. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE presented a memorial from a number 
of citizens of Michigan, praying that so much of the pre-emp- 
tion law of 1838 as requires an occupancy of four months to 
entitle any person to a right of pre-emption, be repealed: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the proceedings of a meeting 
held in the city of Buffalo New York, without distinction of 
party, in favor of the establishment of a protective tariff} which 
was referred to the Commitee on Manufactures. 

Mr, HENDERSON presented a memorial from the West 
Feliciana Railroad Company, covering additional documents in 
support of the application of that company for a remission of 
duty on certain railroad iron; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance: 


Mr. O. H. SMITH, from the Committee on Public Lands, to 
which the memorial of the Mayor and Aldermen of the city of 
Chicago, on the subject, had been referred, reported a bill to 
confirm the sale of certain schoo! sections of land in the State 
of Tilinois, and for other purposes; which was read, and ordered 
to a second reading. oye > 

Mr. 8. also, from the same committee, to which had been re- 
ferred the petition of William Osteen, praying the correction 
of an error in the entry of lands, reported a bill for his relief; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. , 

Mr. BENTON called the attention of the Senate to a small 
matter which concerned himself personally, as well aa the ad 
ininistration of (ue Government, and which would hereafter 
command a large portion of the Senate’s attention, A Senator 
from Hlinois on his left (Mr. McRoserts] bad received a letter 
from the Postmaster General (Mr. Wickliffe} which concerned 

an act ofhis, (Mr. Bewron’s,) and in which an answer was re- 
quested at anearly hour this day. The letter is as follows: 
Post Orrics DEPARTMENT, May 2, 1842. 

Six: On the 30th of March last 1 received from you a written 
communication, in which you requested me, (on behalf of the 
Senate Committee on Post Offices,) to send the papers on file 
recommending Samuel B. Churchiilto be appointed postmas- 
terat St. Louis, With this request i promptly complied 

These papers, bearing upon the nomination of a publie offi- 
cer, the propriety of whose confirmation had been referred to 
the appvopriate committee, I had though: were to be regarded, 
when comiitted to she Senate, or a committee thereof, with the 
same conñdential observance as other papers bearing on this or 
any other nomination. 

Among the papers sent you were two letters from Mr. Wash 
tothe President of the United States, which had been, by my 
predecessor, received aud placed among the archives of the De- 
parsment, These letters have recently been published by one 

` of the newspapers of St. Louis. ‘the President has called upon 
, meto inform him how copies of these letters have been obtain- 
ed... Upon inquiry, Ufisd that copies were not furnished at this 
offte; and, not knowing whether you or the committee hate 
‘farpished copies, or permitted them to be taken, to. enable me 
tecomply with the Presidents request, I have deemed it pro- 

_ Pertespecifully to inguire whether you gaye, or authorized 


opies.of these letters, to be‘ taken, and by whom. they were 


z taken. =. ; 


‘Your answer, at as early an hour. to-day as will suit. your 
coavenience, is respectfully desired. g 
f our obedient servant, 

ee ©. A. WICKLIFFE. 


Hon. Mr. McRouzars. 


This letter (Mr. B. said) relatesto four letters which he (Mr. 
B:) had sent for publication to St, Louis, where the parties who 
wrote them reside, and were accompanied by a letter which 
showed who sent them, and for what reason they were sent. The 
four letters contained untruthsin relation to himself and one of 
his constituents, and also solicited a changeinthe St. Louis post 
office, for unworthy party purposes. Mr. B. read the parts of the 
letters which he alleged contained untruths in relation te himself 
and one of his constituents, (the present postmaster,) and also 
the part which related to the imposition which had been prac- 
tised upon the President, and which bad led him to do an act 
which violated his inaugural address in relation. to removals 
from office, violated the Presidential order against official in- 
terference in politics, and prostituted the post office to-the pur- 
poses of faction and party. Having read these parts of the 
letters, Mr. B. said that, since the Postmaster General had 
mixed himself with this business, and had called upon a Sen- 
ator for an early answer, he would go onto say what he had 
notsaid before; and that was, thatthe Postmaster Genera] him- 
self was one of those who had led the President to -violate his 
inaugural address, to viclate the circular against official inter- 
ference in politics, and to prostitute the post office to the base 
purposes of party; and that he had done this for the base pur- 

ose of turning a good man out of office, and putting one of 
is own connexions into it. 


Mr.. B. said this was the answer which he gave to the letter of 
the Postmaster General; and he gave it at as early an hour as 
possible in the day—for it was not yet one ’clock—as time and 
opportunity would permit. He gave it early, and he gave it 
publicly, and from hisseat in the Senate; for the inquiry related 
to things depending in the Senate, and which would finda proper 
time for discussion, and for ample communication.to the pab- 
lic. He had much to show and to prove on this subject; and it 
should all be forthcoming atthe proper time. At present, he 
would only say that he had answered the inquiry addressed to 
the Senator from Hinois, and should send to the press, as part 
or these remarks, the four letters in question, and his Own, en- 
closing them, to the editor of the Reporter in St. Louis, 


THE DIFFICULTIES IN RHODE ISLAND—TUREE 
COMPANIES OF UNITED STATES TROOPS MARCH. 
ING INTO THAT STATE, BY ORDER OF THE PRES- 
IDENT, TO PUT DOWN THE SUFFRAGE PARIY 
AND CONSTITUTION. - 


Mr. ALLEN remarked that he had yeretclars introduced a 
resolution calling on the President of the United States for in- 
formation of the state of facts touching the difficulties in Rhode 
Island, and on which he founded his letter to. the Governor of 
that State. The several motions he had submitted heretofore 
to take this resolution from the table, and tọ have it adopted, 
were voted down. In order to show the prapriety now of action 
on that resolution—the peculiar propriety of its adoption-—he 
would state to the Senate what he had understood to be the fact, 
from various sources, which could be ‘telied on, and which 
he believed was true. oe Ž 

Mr. PRESTON here rose to a'questioh of order, whether the 
Senator could make allusion to the affiirs in Rhode Island on 
a motion to take a resolution feom tke table, which motion 
itself was not debatable. 5 N 

Mr. ALLEN did not wish to debate the condition of affairs in 
Rhode Island, but merely wished to-atdte a fact, derived from 
an unquestionable source, as an additignal reason why the reso- 
lution should be taken up and adopted, 

Mr. PRESTON persisted in his poist of order. 

Mr. ALLEN then submitted his motion to take the resolution 
up from the table, and demanded the yeas and nays on it; which 
were ordered. 


The Clerk here proceeded to call the roll; and when thename 
of Mr. ALLEN was called— 

Mr. ALLEN rose, aud, without responding to the call, wished 
to test the sense of the Senate whether it was not in order for 
him to state a fact which came to his knowledge-withiu the last 
thirty-six hours, (which, if true, and of which he had no doubt, 
would shake this country to its foundation,) and which would 
go to show, conclusively, that the motion to take the resolution 
from the table ought to-be adopted. He submitted this point of 
order, founded on the objection of the Senator from South Caro- 
lina, [Mr. Preston,] for the decision of the Chair. 

The CHAIR decided that thé yeas and nays having been or- 
dered on the motion to take the resolution from the table, the 
Senator could not recur to the point of order raised by the Sena- 
tor from South Carolina, (Mr. Presron,] and demand a de- 
cision of the Chair on that question; that should have been done 
before the yeas and nays weré ordered, 


Mr. WRIGHT took an appeal from the decision of the Chair. 
This appeal was argued at great length by Messrs. WRIGHT. 
ALLEN, KING, and WOODBURY, who contended that there 
was no rule ofthe Senate to sustain such a decision of the Chair: 
but that the courtesy of the Senate had always gone farther— 
that it had gone so far as topermit Senators to debate a ques- 
tion even after a response had been made to the call of the Sec. 
retary on taking the yeasand nays. They maintained that the 
practice of the Senate had invariably been.to permita Senator 
to give his reasons before a response to the call of the Secre- 
tary. 

Mr. PRESTON maintained that the decision ef the Chair 
was correct. 

Mr. BAYARD argued that, whatever had been the prac- 
tice of the Senate, (which he admiite was against the 
decision of the Chair,) yet the decision of the Chair was correct 
as founded on the rules. : 

Some difference of opinion arose between the above Senator 
as to- whether the decision ofthe Chair was not two-fold; whe- 
ther he did not atso decide that it was not in order for the Sena- 
tor from Ohio to debate the question, on the ground that the mo- 
tion to take the resolution from the table was not debatable. 

Mr, HUNTINGTON maintained that such wag substan- 
tially the decision of the Chair. 

The CHAIR admitted that he had decided, first, that it was 
notin order for the Senator te make any Temarks afier the yeas 
and nays had been ordered, and the Secretary had proceeded in 
the call; but he modified his decision to cover the ground as- 


sumed by Mr. HuNTINGTON, as that on which his decision had. 
been founded. : P 

Mr. WRIGHT then withdrew his appeal founded on the 
Chair’soriginal decision. 

Mr. ALLEN recapitulated the matter, and observed that, 
when. interrupted by the Senator from South Carolina he was 
going on to state a fact, or what he believed to be a fact, teshow 
that the motion which he was about to submit was of such con- 
sequence that, if adopted, it might save the Government. from. 
being embroited in civil war —— : . : 

Mr. PRESTON called the Senator from Ohio again to order.. 

Mr.. LINN rose to ask his friend from South Carolina [Mr. 
Preston) not to press this rigid mode of proceeding, as it was 
evident that it would not effect his object. It was in vain to ene 
force a decision made on a specific occasion by the Senate last. 
session, when political excitement-ran so high, as a settled pre- 
cedent for action upon other occasions. That decision was not 
only in direct contravention of the long-established practice of 
the Senate for years and years, but in the teeth ofall pare 
liamentary rules The facts of this case cannot be suppressed; 
and this mode ofattempting that object is so contrary Lo the set- 
tled practice-and courtesy of the Senate, that. he hoped the Sen- 
ator from South Carolina, [Mr. Preston } on reconsideration, 
wouldsee the propriety of withdrawing his point of order. 

Mr. PRESTON observed, that no one was more disposed to 
yield both to the practice of the Senate and to the usual coug» 
tesy due from one member to another, upon all subjects. in 
themselves properly debatable; but on this subject it had been 
decided by the Senate, repeatedly, that it was not expedient to» 
debate it, and therefore he pressed the observance of the rule.. 
He was sorry he could not accede to the request of the Senator 
from Missouri [Mr. Linn.) He felt bound to persist in hig. 
point of order. f 7 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. said that the Chair had been 
called on for a decision upon this point. The Senator from 
Obio had moved to take up the resolation which he had offered 
some days ago , and offered to state certain facts as a reason for 
taking the matter up. It was unnecessary for the Chair to, go 
further back than the last session for the decision of this ques- 
tien. 

Tne Presipent pro tem, here1ead from the journal of the 
Senate, where it had been decided that, upon a motion to take 
up a subject that had been laid upon the table, the question 
should be taken without debate. 

Mr. ALLEN desiredthat the sense of the Senate should be 
taken as to whether they would now sustain that decision. 

It was well known that he had, some time ago, submitted a 
resolution calling upon the Executive of the United States for 
information as to the facts in his possession, and upon which 
he had taken some action, in regard to the affairs of Rhode Ts- 
land. He held it wasnot the business of this Government to in- 
terfere with the affairs of that State; and his sole object wag to 
obtain information as to the facts upon which the Executive 
had proceeded. [Mr. PRESTON here made a point of order, 
and insisted that the Senator from Ohio had no right to enter 
into any argument or explanation whatever.) : 

Mr. ALLEN. The Senate would perceive that he was illus- 
trating what would necessarily be the effects arisin, from the 
decision of the Chair, if that decision were sustained; for it was 
quite as important, in all such cases, to look to the consequences 
arising from the decision, as w the decision itself. He had stated 
what the resolution was, and what was its object; and he had now 
made a motion to take that resolution up; and upon making 
that motion, he had proposed to submit to the Senate a fact, or 
that which he had reason to believe to be a fact, directly refers 
ting tothe matterto which the resolution had reference; and 
he desired to state this fact as areason which ought to prevail 
with the Senate to induce them to take itup. 

Mr. PRESTON submitted to the decision of the Chair 
whether this course was correct. 

The CHAIR responded, that it had been declared by the Sen- 
ate at the last session, upon the occurrence ofa similar question 
of order, tobe incorrect. 

Mr. BUCHANAN rose and remarked that, in his apprehen- 
sion, a decision of the Senate upon a point of order was not irte- 
versible; it was not like the laws of the Medes and Persians. 
They certainly had the power of reconsidering the question, and 
of determining as to the right of debating a subject upon a mo- 
tion to take up that subject, Courts of justice cften reversed 
their own decisions. He thought that reason and common sense 
dictated that the decision of the Senate upon that point of order 
should be reversed; and if the Senator had an extreme case to 
state, he should most assuredly be permitted to doit argumenta- 
tively, to show that the decision of the Benate would be de- 
structive of the interests of the country. 

Mr. MERRICK inquired whether, if the decision.of the Chair 
were sustained, the gentleman would be restrained from pro- 


_ ceeding? 


Mr. ALLEN observed, thathe did not consider that he would 
be entirely precluded. The decision of the Chair was calcula« 
ted to circumscribe the range of his observations, but not to 
prohibit him from adducing arguments altogether. In his 
view the decision was entirely Wrong; it was wrong to pro- 
scribe toa Senator what arguments he should use, ang what 
he should not use. _ By doing so, the very strongest and most 
forcible reasons which he had to adduce Might be excluded. 
What was the object ofthe appeal? It wasto enable the Senate 
to review the decision of the Chair; and in order that the Sen- 
ate might properly review tke question, Senatora had urques- 
tonably the righi to give all the reasons appertaining to the cone 
sequences resulting from the decision of the Chair. ` It was the 
practice in courts of justice, even upon the smst abstruse points 
of law, for the courts to reconsider and reverse their decision; 
but it would be absurd to say that counsel should not beal 
lowed to illustrate the justice or injustice, the good or evil 
Consequences, resulting from the decision against which he 
contends. He should say very little more. He had already 
stated that it was the object of the resolution to Prevent an ine 
terference in the aflairsof Rhode Island. 

Mr. MERRICK said he understood the Chair to have decided 
that it is not in order to discuss the subject of the resolution, 

Mr. ALLEN. The Chair decided that the remarks ] made 

‘were not inorder. Very well; I am willing to consider them 
out of order; and I now propose to offer some other remarka, 
It was well known to every Senator that the resolution ‘had 
reference.to the affairs of Rhode Island: He had: proposed: to 
state only what the Senate knew perfectly well. already, inorder 
to.show the propriety of taking up the resolution, and-acting 
upon it, Phe whole country had been pul in possession of the 
fact, that the President of the United States Had taken-nome 
action in reference to Rhode Island. He was merely going to 


mention the faci; that he had ordered a part of the standing 


` army to-proceed-tó that State, and that they were now on the 
way—three companies of the United States troops having pass- 
ed through Baltimore yesterday, from Oid Point Comfort, as a 
report goes, on their way to Rhode Islaud. 

Mr. PRESTON again insisted upon his point of order. The 
gentleman had ‘stated his fact,.in spite of the decision of the 
Chair, and he now demanded that the decision be.enforced. 

_Mrc ALLEN. The genie is npon the appeal from the de- 
cision of the Chair. Let that question be taken, and let it be 
determined whether the motion to take up asubject shall be de- 
bated or not, í 
.Mr ARCHER observed that ds the gentleman had atiained 
his point by a notorious breach: of order, and had made his 
statement inspite of the Chair’s decision, the appeal would be 
of but litieuse. He thought, if the gentleman would consider 
the marter he would see the propriety of withdrawing the 
appeal, 
_ Mr. ALLEN, I will consider what the Senator says when 
it becomes-considerable. The originating of the point of order, 
or the debate itself, is not attributable to me. When I first of- 
fered the resolution, Í stated positively and unequivocally that 


IT would not say one word upon its passage, and sat down with. 


that determination, when a motion was made to lay the resolu- 
tien on the table. 1f, therefore, there has been a violation of 
order, it cannot be laid at my door; but I shal! continue to be- 
Heve that the Senate will be excusable if they sit quiet and 
mow the Executive to march an army into the State of Rhode. 
gland, 

Mr. CALHOUN did not rise to discuss the question of order, 
but merely to state the grounds upon which he should vote, 
He believed that the decision of the Chair was utterly wrong, 
and in the face of al) parliamentary rules. He believed that 
the question to take upa resolution was discussible, according 
to the rules of parliamentary practice; and he would therefore 
vote according. to what he conceived to be the true parliament- 
ary practice, ; 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he did not profess to beat all ac- 
quainted with the rules ofthis body ; but he believed that uni- 
form courtesy which had prevailed among its members was 
the very best rule which could be adopted. They had brought 
themselves into the existing difficulties by attempting to sup- 
press the discussion of a subject which must inevitably be dis- 
cused., It was utterly impossible that its discussion could be 
avoided, Itdemands the attention of the Senate and the country. 
He was sorry that they had succeeded in stifling ihe discussion 
at the time when it should properly have been considered; for 
he believed the disastrous scenes which had since occurred 
might have been prevented. r 

There was certainly a plain and palpable distinction between 
entering into an argument and merely making the statement 
ofasimple fact. It he(Mr, B.)cculd rise in his place aod con. 
scientiously declare that he believed a civil war would be the 
consequence of refusing to take up and consider a given sub- 
ject, he certainly thought it would Le an arbitrary decision if 
he were refused permission to make the statement. Ifhe were 
to receive information of facts which had transpired since the 
introduction ofthe subject to. the notice of the Senate, which 
led him to believe that, by taking up the subject and acting upon 
it, a civil wat might be prevented, would such an announce- 
ment bevout of order? He believed the decision of the Chair 
was wrong, and he would therefore vate to reverse it. 

The discussion on the point of order was further continued 
by Messrs. SMITH, of Connecticut, YOUNG, WOODBURY, 
BUCHANAN, and ALLEN, in support of the appeal; and by 
Messrs. MERRICK, SIMMONS, PRESTON, ARCHER, and 
HUNTINGTON, in support of the decision of the Chair. 

The question was taken, and the decision of the Chair was 
sustained. — ; 

The question then recurred on the motion to take up the reso- 
lution; upon which the yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mc. ALLEN said the Senator from Alabama [Mr. Kine] had 
suggested a modification of his resolution; to which he was dis- 
posed to accede, so far as to retain the substance of the inquiry, 
and, at tie same time, render it unobjectionable; so that the 
resolution could be taken up and adopted, without further dis- 
el 


ussion. 
Mr. CALHOUN. Do I understand the Senator to offer his 
modified resolution now? 

Mr. SIMMONS objected to any modification, befare the reso- 
jution was taken up, on the ground that, if the resolution was 
before the Senare in any form, he would have to make 
the explanation promised on a former occasion. He could 
not, therefore, be a party to any piomise not te debate the 
matter. $ 

Mr. CALHOUN differed from the Senator from Pennsyl- 
vania [Mr. BucHANAN] as to the. propriety of entertaining a 
diecussion on the affairs in Rhode Island. He thought the 
danger was in debating the matter, thereby producing an ex- 
citement, which was, of all things, to be avoided. That had 
been his objection to the resolution heretofore. Ifit had been 
presented in such a form as to avoid discussion, he would have 
voted for it cheerfully. 

The question was then put on the motion to take up the reso- 
lution, and decided in the negative, on yeas and nays as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messts. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Fulton, King, 
Linn, McRoberts, Smith of Connecticut, Surgeon, Tappan, 
Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—15. 

NAYS—Messrs, Archer, Bagby, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Calhoun, Choate. Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Cuth- 
bert, Evans, Graham, Huntington, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, 
Porter, Preston, Rives, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Southard, 
Sprague, Yalimadge, White, and Woodbridge—28. 

Mr. WHITE said, from the latenessof the hour it was evi- 
dent that no progress could be made in the appropriation bill; 
he would therefore move to go into executive session. The 
motion was agreed to; and the Senate procceded to the consid- 
eration of executive business; and after some time spent there. 
in, adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, May 2, 1842. 
Mr. BRIGGS asked leave to offer the following resolution, 
which was read forinformation : i 
Resolved, That, for the purpose of ventilating the hali of the 
Houge of Representatives, and giving an opportunity to lay 
down the summer matting, as has been done in previous long 
sessions, this House will, when it adjourns on. Thursday next, 
adjourn to meet on the following Monday. 


CONGRESSIONAL 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON objected. 

Mr. MORGAN desired to kaow if the races commenced at 
that time? : 

Some conversation ensued between Messrs. CAVE JOHN- 
SON, BRIGGS, and WELLER, touching that. matter — 

When a question of order was raised on the resolution. 

_ Mr. BRIGGS submitted that such a resolution was at all 
times in order. i : i 

The SPEAKER decided the resolation to be in order; under 
the 43d rule, which is as follows: 

“A motion to adjourn, anda motion te fix the day to which 
the House shall adjourn, shall be always in order. These mo- 
tions, and the motion to lay on the table, shall be decided with: 
out debate.” y 

And the question being on the adoption of the resolution— 

Mr. CAVE JOLINSON asked the yeasand nays; which, af- 
ter some Conversation and doubts as to the presence of a quo- 
rum, were refused. > 

Mr, THOMP-ON, of Indiana, moved to lay-the resolution 
on the table; which motion was rejected. 

_ And the question recurring on the adoption of the resolu- 
tion— 

Mr. HOPKINS desired to be informed by the SPEAKER 
whether it had not been the uniform practice of the House for 
forty years to adjourn for the nurpose indicated? 

The SPEAKER saidsuch had been the uniform practice 
of the House since he had been in Caogress ; but the period de. 


GLOBE. 


signated by the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Hopkins] was’ 


a further back than the SPEAKER was willing to answer 
Or. . 
And, the question being taken, the resolution was adopted. 


THE NAVY. 

Mr. FILLMORE, on leave given, reported back from the 
Committee of Ways and Means, to whom ‘the same had been 
recommitte, the bill making appropriations for the naval ser- 
vice for the year 1842, with certain amendments thereto, 

The bill was referred to the Committee of the Whole -on the 
state of the Union, and, with the amendments and the accompa- 
nyingreport, was ordered to be printed. 

PRIVATE BILLS. 

Mr. GENRY roseand stated that, for reasons beyond his 
control, he must necessarily be absent on the next ‘private-bill 
day. There were two bills which had been reported from the 
Committee of the Whole, which would accupy no time, there 
being no controversy about the facts, As it would be impossi- 
ble for him to be here when the bills would come up, he asked 
as a favor that the House would now take up and dispose of 
them. 

No objection having been made, the following bills on the 
Speaker's table were taken up, ordered to a third reading, [at 
this time,] and read a third time and passed, viz: 

A bill for the relief of George Mayfield, and 

A bill for the relief of Clark Woodroof. 

THE CUSTOM-HOUSE REPORTS, 

Mr EVERETT moved that the House resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, for the 
purpose of resuming the consideration of the apportionment 


bill. 

Mr. HUBARD of Virginia was understood to ask leave 
to introduce a resolution of inquiry. 

Mr. STANLY desired to be informed by the Speaker whe- 
ther the rules had not been suspended on Saturday for the 
purpose of receiving ané disposing of Executive communica- 
tions? 

The SPEAKER said no; these communications had been 
jaid before the (louse by general consent. 

Mr. STANLY. Ithought the rules had been suspended. 

The SPEAKER said that a motion had been made to sus- 
pend the rples for that purpose, but no quorum had voted on 
that motion; and, subsequently, the communications had been 
laid before the House by general consent. 

Mr. STANLY hoped the House would dispose of these mat: 
ters. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON, who was entitled to the floor on the 
apportionment bill, expressed himself willing to waive his pres- 
ent rishi to the floor for the purpose of disposing of the ques- 
tion of printing these reports and documents. And if no other 
gentleman made « motion for that purpose, he would. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD thought the House should dispose of the 
message and documents, 

The SPEAKER said the question was not debatable; and 
there was a motion pending to go into committee. 

Mr. EVERETT said it was extremely desirable that this 
bill should be disposed of before ine House adjourn Gy Thurs- 


day. 4 

Mr. HOPKINS asked the yeas and nays on the motiun to go 
into committee, which were refused. 

APPORTIONMENT BILL. 

The moticn of Mr. Everett heving been agreed. to, the 
House resolved itself into Committee of the Whole on, the state 
of the Union, (Mr. ALLEN, of Maine, in the Chair,) and re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill for the apportionment of 
Representatives among the several S according to the 
sixth census. 

When the committee rose on Thursday last, the state of the 
question was as follows: , . 

Mr. Harsten, from the Committee of Elections, had moved 
to amend the biil by adding the fellowing as section 2: 

And be it further enacted, That each State shall be divided, 
by the Legislature thereof, into as many districts, composed 
of contiguous territory, as shall be equal tothe number of Rep- 
resentatives to which said State may be entitled in the House of 
Representatives of the Congress of the Uniged States, and that 
each of the said districts shali elect one Representative. 

To which amendment Mr. Camrpszt, of South Caroltva, had 
moved the following amendment: 

That in every case where a State is entitled to more than one 
Representative, the number to which each State shal be enti- 
tled under this apportionment shall be elected by districts com- 
posed of contiguous terrivry, equal ja number to the number of 
Representatives to which said State may be entitled; no one dis- 
trict electing more than cne Representative. i 

Which said amendment Mr. Haxsrsp had, on behalf of the 
Committee of Elections, (as the reporter understood.) accepted 
as a modification of the amendment reported from that com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Coraurrr had thea moved to amend the amendment by 
excepting from the eperation thereof the State of Georgia. 

‘And the question pending was on the amendment. to the 
amendment. 


the power which the States. had, the General Government pos, 
sessed, and possessed by the same article, relating tothe times, > 
places, arid manner of holding elections. -Congress had the > 
power over this subject. . Its laws were supreme. over ajl-sub- 
ject-matters on which it legislated; they overrode. the Jaws of 
the States, and were supreme within the scope of the action of. 


Congress, and the sphere of its legitimate duties. The powers 
not delegated. to Congress hy the Constitution were reserved: ta 
the States, and the States were as supreme within their sphere 
of action as the General Government was; and.thus, when each 
confined itself to its legitimate duties, the system of this:Govern- 
ment, complex as it was—and it was the most compléx in the 
world—moved on in harmony and perfect concord, 4 

He was wot one of those who believed, if they passed a law. 
ordering the general district system, that it would cause trepi- 
dation and alarm throughout this vast empire. He considered 
this was the production of gentlemen’s own fancies. 

Onthe ground of principle, and on the ground of policy, he 
would go for a bill, should it come up, to establish the general 
district system. He was very tree to confess that, representing. 
as Le dida peculiar interest of the country, he should prefer to 
sec the single district system. He believed that the southern in«. 
terests would be better advanced by that system, because, on 
all questions touching it, the Representatives of the South 
would, asa matter of course, Stand together in protection. of 
their own rights guarantied them by the Constitution, and 
there would always be differences of opinion in the Northand 
West, and those to unite with the South in the vindication of its 
rights. 


He would now-give briefly the reasons why he thought the 
amendment ought notto be offered to the bill now pending. The 
moment they adopted the amendment in committee, and the 
bill was reported to the House, they had arrayed against it eve- 
ry gentleman in favor of the largest ratio of representation, and 
all those opposed to the amendment itself. Ife was friendly to 
a moderate ratio. Suppose in the House the present ratio. was 
stricken out, and 60,0. 0 or 65,000 inserted. He Wasin favor of 
the principle of the amendment establishing the general dis: ' 
trict system, but he should be bound to vote against the bill. 
From such a combination as this, the bill would be defeated.” It 
was on this accountihat he had desired the'gentleman from 
New Jersey to withdraw his amendment; and as the Committee 
of Elections was charged with this subject, to have reported a 
bill for this purpose to the House, that it might have stood üns 
clogged with other propositions, and on its own merits.. Head- 
mitted that the questions were kindred, but on this ground he 
wished to see them separate. 


One other reason against the amendment was, that he had al~ 
ways been an advocate fer single legislation. He was adverse 
te compound legislation—to mixing up too many questions on 
the same thing. 

If a bill was reported for the single district system, he should. 
vote for it. if it was thought proper to designate a time for 
holding elections, he would, with great cheerfulness, vote that 
elections should be held on the same day all over the Union, 
unless he thought it would defeat the district system. He 
briefly referred to the reasons which would induce him to vote 
to designate one day for elections of members of Congress 
throughout the United States. It would prevent frauds; all'the 
people would go to those elections oa the same day; and each 
man being engaged at his own place, there would not bethe 
facility of voters moving about at the bidding of politicians and 
the bribe of money. N i ‘ 

Mr. POPE denied the authority of this Government to inter- 
fere at all on the question of the general ticket or the general 
district system, unless it became necessary by the action of the 
States. The general character of this Government and the 
views of the framers of the Constitution were, that so much 
power was given to Congress as was necessary for accom plisti» 
ing the great objects of the Constivition; and that no power 
which was left to the ila snama be interfered with, unless it 

as necessary and proper fer this purpose : 
3 He weuld ask the gentieman from New York [Mr. BARNARD] 
if he had understood him aright to say that they had a right to 
require the States to exercise their powers in a manner agree- 
able to Congress? Did the gentleman maintain that doctrine? 

[Mr. BARNARD (in bis seat.) Certainly I do.} - å 

Mr. POPE continued, and referred to the clause fa the Cone 
stitution providing for the apportionment asian 
calling particular attention to that part providing that a 
such enumeration shall be made, the State of New Hempe ure 
sha!l be entitled to choose three,” &¢- Fo choose how? askec 
Mr. P. They were entitled to choose j ust in what manner they 
pleased. as they had done under the Confederation. bie 

Mr. BARNARD desired the floor for explanation; and (Mr. 
P. yielding for that purpose) he said. in regard to this matter of 
satisfaction the Government had a right to demand of the 
States, his idea was, as he had stated in his remarks, that this 
Government had a right tu demand that elections should be con: 
ducted in a manner to produce uniformity and not inequality 


according tò the-Constitution each State was entitled to elect 
Represeritatives in the same way as under the Confederation. 
There wasno clausé in the Constitution against which more 
jealousy was displayed than against, the clause relative to the 

places and ‘manner of holding elections, as it was feared: that 
- Congress might. interfere with the power of the States: “The 
convention, fearing that some actien,or want of action, on the 
part.of the State Governments, might embarrass or defeat the 
action of this Government, inserted the provision in this clause 
of the Constitution, that the States should have the duty of 
fixing the times, places, and manner of holding elections, but 
Congress might, (not should,): if necessary and proper to pre- 
serve the Government, interfere on this subject. The distinc- 
tion was between “the mandatory style inthe one case, and the 


discretionary power in the other. : 

Mr. P, read from Generat Hamilton’s exposition of this ar- 
ticle of the Constitution ia -confirmation of the view he had 
taken. of the subject. He contended that this Government ought 
Neverto act on a subject over which there was State control, 

. without a striking necessity forit Such action tended to. con- 
aolidation. The power over this subject stood ‘in the States, 
previous to the Constitution, an independent power. “The 
Constitution said the States should act,and the General Gov- 
ernment might act on it. If the States had acted, where, he 
would ask, did Congress derive the power of directing the 
States to reverse their action? 

The power contended for hy the gentleman from Maryland 
{Mr. W. C. Jonnson] wassuch as he had never heard of before. 
Jt was not only the power in the General Goverament to act it- 
self, but to direct the States to do as jt wished. 

Mr. WM. COST JOHNSON said he had taken the ground 
that Congress had. the power to say whether the States should 
be represented by single districts or not, and that this 
was a settled question. The only question for Congress to 
examine was the question of expediency. He had not gone 

‘into the other question, whether the General Government 
should parcel out the various districts onthe map of the States, 
ornot. ile believed it was only necessary for Congress to say 
that the States should adopt the general district system, and it 
Would not fail at once to be adopted. “ifthe States failed to do 
it, they would only lose their Re piesentatives on this floor; and 
DO Btate wouid be willing to be unrepresented, simply because 
Congress had designated the single district system, and she was 
opposed to it, 

Mr. POPE said if they undertook to direct the States as to 
the districts, they had a right. to direct them as tothe manner 
of the districts, “All the arguments which had been introduced 
here in favor of the general district system, were arguments 
that might weil have been used in the convention for framing 
and adopting the Constituiica; but they should now be guided 
by its provisions as adopted. 

The idea of a combination of the large States, as suggested 
by gentlemen, he was notafraid of Their interests were 80 
diversified, they harctiy ever went together in any thing. ‘The 
popular voice might be well represented by the general 
ticket system; but if errors arose, they would be corrected 
by the States if the subject was left to them. He opposed 
fnterference by Congress as impolitic and unwise in the ex: 


treme. : 

3 Me PENDLETON said the great unanimity which had char- 
acterized the debate, in favor of tne district system, was a lite 
tle singular. He believed that one gentleman who had taken 
part in it had expressed a preference jor the general ticket sys- 
tem; but there wag a diversity as to the power on the part of 
the General Governmentover the district system, and as to the 
expediency of incorporating the amendment admitting that 
power into this bill, 

The geneman from Kentucky [Mr. Pora] was found ar- 
rayed on the side of those who admired the power of Congress 
to adopt the amendment now defore the committee. His argu- 
ment was kased principally on the phraseology of the clause 
of the Constitution, from which the vower professed to be de- 
rived on the legal diffrence between the impart of the terms 
“shall? and “may”? as there used. The obligation (Mr. P. 
contended) could not be mandatory in both cases. Jt wonid 
make the authority contained in the Siates perfectly nugatory, 
by making it obligatory on the States first to exercise the power 
bE prescribing asto the times, places, and manner of holding 
elections, and then making it mandatory on Congress to alter 
those regulations. i 

The gentleman had referred to the Faderalist in support of 
his opinions. In the mind of General Hamilton no doubt what- 
ever existed as to the signifieation of the terms of this clause. 
General Hamilton treated the authority of the Legislature, 
whether Biate or National, as covering the whole ground, ex- 
cept that expressly provided for. by the Constitution. ‘The 
Constitution had made certain provisions on this subject, but 
they did not find among those provisions the one incorporated 
inthis amendment. Whats followed? That it was the prov- 
ince of the Legislature to supply all the omissions made in 
the Constitution, andto make such necessary regulations rela- 
ting to vlections as were not already prescribed by the Constitu- 
tion. Ifthe mode and manner ofthis amendment was not sug- 
ported by the Constitation, itappeared to him it must be taken 
y law. By what law? Gentlemen said by the law of the 

States. Where, he would ask, did the States get their author- 
ity to legislate on this subject? It. was found in the paragraph 
of the Constitution relating to the times, places, and manner of 
holding elections, and. nowhere else. No gentleman wouid 
say it was one of the inherent. powers of the State Govern- 
ments to pass a law necessary tothe organization of the Gov. 
ernment under the Constitution of the United States, 

This amendment might be included under “the manner of 
holding elections.” If there was any doubt of this, it was cer- 
tainly removed by the legislation on this subject; for under 
the term “manner”? every State had legislated on the subject 
of districting and ticketing. 

„The authority of the United States, Mr. P. maintained, was 
co-extensive with inatof the States, with this ditivrence—that 
the authority of the States waz primary, and that of Congress 
ultimate. Phe State anthorities might, in the first instance, 
make legislation; and whatever regulations they made Congress 
might alter. If the Siates refused to act, Congress might make 
the regulations itself. Congress, he admitted, should never in- 
terfere without è sufficient reason. 


an to demand that the manner of conducting elections should 
‘he satisfactory in thigrespect. ~“ i i 
= Mr. POPE afler a tethatie not heard’ by the Reporter) said, {} 


-Fhe gentleman from Maryland [Mr. W. 0. Jounson] had 
also taken the same view as to the authority of Congress, an 

was in favor of the district system, for reasons to his(Mr. P’s) 
mind utterly unanswerable; still the gentleman was not to vote 
for the amendment, for a~reason which ought to control the 
powerfuL arguments of the constitutional pewerand great ex- 
pediency of adopting the amendment, viz. that there should be 
a combination-against the bill of those who- were in favor of a 


-high ratio, and those opposed to the amendment itself. This was 


the very reason why they wanted the aid of every gentleman 
believing in the constitutionality and expediency of this matter. 

Mr. WM.COST JOHNSON explained that his principal 
argument was, that he was in favor ofa low ratio, and, by add- 
ing this amendment to the bill, it would defeat it. He was for 
making no obstruction whatever to the. bill, as many of the 
‘State Legislatures were soon to convene to act on it, He be- 
lieved both measures would pass more rapidly if separate, and, 
for appearance’ sake, he would not. vote for the amendment, 
when he knew it would defeat the very obj-ct he wished to ac- 
complish. : Roo ; 

Mr. PENDLETON said, if the argument of the gentleman 
was gowd, that there would be a combination against the bill, if 
the amendment-was adopted, of those who were in favor of a 
high ratio and those who were against the amendment itself, it 
was cquaily true that there would bea combination in favor of 
the bill of those who went for a low ratio and those who favored 
the amendment. The gentleman from New York before him, 
[Mr. Davis,] who was in favor of a tow ratio, would vote for 
the bill. 

Mr. DAVIS was understood to say that, although he was in, 
favor of a low ratio, he could not vote for this amendment. + 

Mr. PENDLETON said he had supposed so, and had brought 
this forward to show the fallacy of the argument of the gentle- 
man from Maryland. 

Mr. P. briefly replied to the objections of the gentlemen from 
New York {Mr. Fioyp] and Georgia [Mr. Conauitt] against the 
adoption of the general district system; and further contended 
that the power over the subject existed in Congress; and it was 
their imperative duty to exercise it whenever the proper occa- 
sion existed. 

The gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Pops] had said, and 
placed great emphasison it, that this authority was given by 
the Constitution to the General Governinent, asthe meansof 
self-preservation; and that it. should not be exercised until the 
States had entirely failed to legislate on the subject. He (Mr. 
P.) said that the authority given to Congressto alter, presup- 
nosed.action by the State Legislatures, on the measures to be al- 
tered by Congress; and it was not necessary for the action of Con- 
gress thatthe States should have entirely failed cr neglected to 
legislate on thesubject, but only that their legislation should be 

efective, 

Mr. P. observed that, whenever there was an excited politi- 
cal canvass, if an arrangement shonid be adopted in conduct- 
ing the election to which the people had not before been accus- 
tomed, they would be sure to feel that they had in some way 
been defrauded of their electoral rights; bul, ifthe amendment 
should be adopied, all these dangers of dissatisfaction and com- 
motion would be avoided. A gentleman from Georgia {Mr. 
Coraurtr] had insisted not merely that the State Legislatures 
might, if they pleased, direct the elections to be condacted by 
general tigket, but had contended that, by tise terms of the Con- 
stitntion, they were actually bound to do go, because a man 
elected by the inhabitants of a district only was not chosen by 
“the people of the State.” This opened a curious field of ar- 
gumentation, and presented one of the prettiest constitutional 
questions, to gentlemen fond of splitting hatrs, that could possi- 
bly be deshed: one of these metaphysical reasoners might live 
upon it for a century, 

Mr. P, referred, in very complimentary terms, to the argu- 
ment of Mr, Bannarp, which he pronounced conclusive and 
irrefragable, ‘that genileman hed most clearly shown that the 
amendment involved no such thing as an assumption by Con- 
gress to direct the legislation of the States. The direction was 
given, not by Congress, but by the Constitution. Yet no sooner 
had that unanswerable argument. been closed. tian the gentle- 
man fiom Maine (Mr. Crirsorn] rose and re-asserted that the 
States were to be directed in their sovereign. power of legisla- 
tion by Congress. ‘The gentleman had not attempted to show 
how this followed; it was mere assertion, and must pass for 
what it is worth. A gentleman from Indiana (Mr. KENNEDY] 
had intimated pretty breadly that the States would not act in 
the case, even if the amendment should prevail, This Mr. P. 
could not believe: he was too mneh of a State-rights man to 
believe it. The practical consequence of State-riehts doctrine 
Was, not to thraw a State out of the pale of the Union as soon 
as sap thought her sights invaded, but to maintain her rights 
within it. š 
È Such a course by Indiana was greatly to he deprecated, and, 
if taken, would be greatly to be deplored. But what would be 
the result? Just this—that Indiana would be deprived of her 
Tepresentation on the floor of Congress; or else, the contingency 
having occurred for which the power in the fourth article of 
the Constitution was given, (viz: a State having refused to act,) 
Congress would be under the necessity of taking action in the 
emergency, on the greatprinciple of self-preser vation. 

Mr. P. said a few words as to the ground taken by the gentle- 
man from Kentucky, (Mr. Popn,] whom he characterized as 
a hoid man in assuming the positions he had done; but remind- 
ed him thatto be fearless of danger was no proof that danger 
did not exist; but,on the coutrary, was often itself the most 
fruitful source of danger;—safety was one thing, security an- 
other. Mr. P. expressed the earnest resolution with which he 
slung toa union of the States, and his proportional dread of 
whatever threatenedit: He was willing to take all the compro- 
mises of the Constitution: one of which was, that minorities ag 
weil as majorities shall be represented in the Legislature: co 
that there should always a voice of remonstrance be heard, and 
the per contra given on every great question and important ar- 
gument. He insisted that there never had been a time in 
which it was more desirable that the attachment of the pecple 
to their Government should be cherished and confirmed: he be- 
lieved that the effect of the amendment would be to do this; and 
he was prepared, on that ground as well as others, to give his 
vote in its favor. 
, Mr. EVERETT (though, as usual, but imperfectly heard at 
the reporter’s seat) was understood to. say that there had been 
atime when he should have been very anxious to reply to the 
argument of the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Coreurrr;) but 
that (ime had gone by. The amendment was Proposed. simply 
as providing a rule of uniformity on the subject of elections. 
The rule wasa fair one; and it executed itself, because, if any 


| . State didnot conform itself to the rule, it would lose its repre- 


sentation on the floor of Congress. As to the question of power, 
Mr. E. was content to rely on the argument of the gentleman 
from New York, [Mr. Baanaxp,] which established these two 
poinis: first, that whatever power the States had in this matter, 
they got from the Constitution: and, second, that whatever 
power the States had, Congress had also; for it possessed the 
right to supersede and ride over the legislation of the States in 
regard to it; and he agreed with that gentleman as to the queg- 
tion of fact, that the practical administration of this Govern- 
ment ever had been, and ever must continue to be, in the hands 
ofapolitical party, The question then recurred, was this rule 
of uniformity, as proposed. ia the amendment, a good rule? 
None had denied that the district system wasa proper mode of 
electing Representatives; not a single man had pretended that 
the general ticket system ought to be established as a general 
rule. The rule, if made general, must go to array. Btates 
against States, and section against section of the Union, and was 
pregnant with the most threatening dangers. Hc considered 
the district plan as essential to the peate and well-being of the 
Union, What was, in fact, our safety now? Only this: 
that the Siates were so divided in opinion, that the portions 
were balanced against each other, and neutralized each other's 
strength. ° ‘ A 
The rule being confessedly good in itself, the next question 
was, whether there existed any necessity for its adoption, It 
was the interest of the large States to have the system: it was 
the interest of the smaller States not to have it, provided they 
could have any security that the large States would adopt it. 
It hag been pronounced an odious rule; and the advocates’ of 
the amendment had been charged with attempting te introduce 
and enforce an odious and oppressive regulation. Did they for- 
get that it was the rule which already prevailed in nineteen out 
of the twenty-six States of the Union? Seven States elected by 
general ticket: and their united votes were thirty-one; while 
those of the nineieen other States were two hundred and eleven. 
Now, on any political question, how did they stand? In these 
seven States, the vote tald as thirty-one. But how wasit in the 
four large States of New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Vir- 
ginia? New York, with forty votes, told but as two: Ohio, 
with nineteen votes, told hut as five: while Pennsylvania, with 
twenty-eight votes, and Virginia, with twenty-one, told but as 
two each, Here, then, four States, whose votes, if by general 
ticket, would count as one huidred and eight, in consequence 
of the district system, told tut as eleven. The general 
ticket system was adopted hy some of the smaller States, be- 
cause it gave them political power over the larger: and why 
had not the larger States, then, countervailed this measure, by 
doing the same? Partly from the influence of moral principle 
and a regard to the general good, and partly on considerations 
of convenience, The idea, however, had been broached, and 
it was possible it might ere long be adopted; and if it was, the 
smaller States must be swallowed up; in which case, the Union 
could not be expected long to endure. ao i 
Mr. E. had been much struck, and not a Jittle surprised, at 
the strenuous opposition manifested toward the amendment 
from States manifestly interestedin having it adopted. Among 
the most surprisiag of these phenomena was the opposition of 
his friend from Maine, [Mr. Crarrorn ;} but the riddle was 
solved ina moment on learning, as he had since done, that the 
Legislature of Maine had passed a law declaring thatif such a 
number should be adopted as would preserve to Maine exactl 
eight Congressional districts, the district system should prevail; 
butif either more or lesa were required, then the general ticket 
should be resorted to. ` 
Mr. CLIFFORD said, as reference had been made to the re- 
cent action of the Legislature of Maine upon this subject, he 
wished to say a word in explanation. . He entertained no doubt 
that the people of that State preferred Congressional districts 
to the genera! ticket system, and that the future action of the 
State would bear him out in the statement, as its past action had 
already dene. It was true that a recent act of that State pro- 
vided for the election of eight members by districts, and, in 
case any other number be fixed by Congress, it provided for a 
general ticket at the ensuing election. ‘Fhis was a temporary 
Provision, adopted from the necessity of the case, to avoid the 
expense of an extra session, in consequence of the neglect of 
Congress to fix the ratio at an earlier day, as it might well have 
done before the usual time of the adjournment of the Maine 
Legislature. This was not done, although he urged this consid. 
eration upon the House when the bill was reported. The Legia- 
Jature of that State, therefore, had no alternative but to act in 
the manner they did, or to let the whole subject pass over, 
They very properly, as it seemed to him, adopted the former 
course. He would, however, say that, if rumor could be relied 
on, there was some reason to believe that the Gavernor of that 
State would deem it advisable to convene the Legislature at an 
early day, for another purpose, for reasons which have. been 
communicated to him within a few days last past; andif such 
Saona be the cass, ag had very lite doubt but that all parties 
would concur in the propriety of varying ti i 
igre o cord with the new ratio. ee Congressional 

r. EVERETT said he was very glad to hea: . 

Heman grated; and ag irappearog that Maine sale bpd ot 
or the district system, he hoped é y 
for the amendavent. : il pena Rvote 
Mr. pets Never. 

r. HALSTED rose to address the committee; j 
that Mr. Ferrs had done the same, he offered yee 
floor. It was finally arranged that Mr. H. shoald proceed, 

He then entered on a general speech in defence of the amend: 
ment he had, by direction of the Committee of Elections, pro. 
posed for adoption, and in reply to the objections by which It 
had in various quarters been assailed. He arranged his remarks 
so as to apply first to the origin of the amendment; secondly. 
to the motives which had induced the committee to report it to 
the House; and then to the objections urged againstit, The 
amendment had originated from a resolution introduced by Mr. 
CAMPEELL, of South Carolina, on the 14th of March, in the fol- 
lowing worda h : : 

csolved, That the Committee of Election i 
to inquire into the expediency of providing by Ta ariete 
formity in elections for Representatives to Congress, by the 
establi i fas 
Savant ment of the diswict system throughout the United 

He disclaimed all influence of party consi jong i i 
ing this measure into the House; i ae soa te ne: 
would charge it as auch on the origina] mover and the impar 
tial and disinterested course thus far of the Committee of Elec- 
tions forbade that such an imputation should be east upon them, 
The chief objections to the amendment came from gentismen 
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of their awn political party. If gentlemen on the other side 
chose to make this a party question, it lay at their own door. 
Aga Fepreseniative ofthe people, Mr. H. would act on more 
enlarged views; not stopping simply to inquire how the system 
would operate on New Jersey, but looking to its general effect 
throughout the Union at large. The policy of his own State 
had, for the last twenty years, been against the ameudment. 
She had elected by general ticket ever since 1812; but heshould 
be governed by more gencral and extended views. 

As tothe motives which had operated on the committee, the 
first was a desire to produce uniformuy in the representation 
of the States, It was essential to.a good law that it should be 
permanent, uniform, and universal; but the law of elections, 
as it now stood, was neither. The second motive was a wish 
to secure equality in political rights. Another was to give per- 
manence and stability to this important part of our republican 
system. Again, the measure was essential to the permanence 
of our free institutions, Next, because this would supply a de- 
fect long seen, and often, but hitherto in vain, attempted to be 
remedied; and further, to secure to all the States the Demo. 
cratic feature of the Constitution, viz. a full expression of 
popular opinion. 

r. H. insisted that the Representative ought to be one of the 
people, intimate with the circumstances, wishes, and opinions 
of those he represented; one of their neighbors, whom they 
knew, and who knew them: but the adoption of a general 
ticket election rendered this impossible. The State of New 
York, for example, contained 93,000 farmers, and 92.000 of the 
manufacturing and commercial interest: if the general ticket 
should be adopted in that State, the whole of her forty votes on 
the floor of Congress would be directed by the agricultural in- 
terest, exclusively. Jn other States, the balance was the other 
way, anda like injustice would be done to the farming interest. 
The Juggernaut of caucus must decide every thing, ` 

Our representative system of government had been derived 
fram Great Britain; and in that country, so long ago as 1266, in 
the Jays of Henry HI, writs had been issued for the election of 
burgesses to Parliament; but sucg a thing as the general ticket 
system never had been thought of. This was the case at the 
time of our Revolution; and the framers of our Constitution 
never intended to make an alteration, in this respect, of thean- 
cient system. 

Besides, should the general ticket system prevail, it would be 
practically, physically impossible to carry out that provision 
of the Constitution that made Congress the exclusive judges of 
the election and qualifications of their own members. In the 
small State of New Jersey, with a population of but 373,690, 
there had occurred, at an excited election, 564 contested cases 
for a committce to examine, and it had taken abont seven 
months, Now, New York had a population of 2,400,000. At 
the same rate, how many cases might arise there, and how 
many years would it take a committee to go through their ex- 
amination? The provision of the Constitution must be virtu- 
ally annulled, for it coul! not be carried into effect. And yet 
such a case was not unlikely to occur. Ifthe smaller States con- 
tinueéd to secure an undue proportion of power hy adhering to 
the general ticket plan, could it be expected that the laiger 
States, in self defence, would notadopt the same? 

Mr. H. now proceeded to notice the objections which had 
been urged against the amendments proposed by the committee 
to the bill. He first directed his attention to the constitutional 
objections, and then to those which referred to expediency. 
He referred tothe modifications which had been made in con- 
vention, of the original proposition of Charles Pinckney in re- 
gard tothe power of Congress over the subject of elections, 
laying great stress on the insertion of the word “make” inad- 
dition to the previous word “alter,” which he was understood as 
contending gave Congress original jurisdiction over the whole 
subject whenever it chose to legislate in regard to it. He 

noted, in support of this view, contemporaneous evidence, 
drawn from speeches’ recorded in Elliots Debates. He next 
went into former Congressional action on the subject; Mr, 
M’Duffie’s report proposing to fix the district system by an 
amendment to the Constitution, which alone could give it per- 
manence, 

As to the objections based on expediency, the first was, that 
if Congressacted at ali, it must regulate the whole subject; and 
the adoption ofthe amendment would amount to giving direc- 
tion to the States as to their legislation. This objection went 
as much agaiost the bill, as it stood, as against the amendment; 
for the bill did not go through with the subject: it contemplated 
and required subsequent legislation on the part of the States to 
carry outitsprovisions, Itdeclared how many Representatives 
a State should have; but until the States laid out a correspond- 
ing number of districts, (where the district system prevailed,) 
the members could not bechogen. The States, he insisted, had 
no inherent power to elect members to the General Govern- 
ment; that they must derive from the Constitution alone; and 
the Constitution gave the same authority to Congress. Thein- 
tention of the amendment was fair and just: ft secured to each 
State the democratic feature in the Constitution, and proposed 
no novel cr odious power in Congress, Congress had the 
power; and if any one was to blame for it, it was the convention 
who framed the Constitution, and the States who adopted it. 
Tie denied that there existed any more of the “domineering 
spirit,” which had been charged by some gentiemen, in Gon- 
gress than in the State Legislatures. In support of this posi. 
tion he quoted examples from the past history of Alabama, Del- 
aware, Tennessee, New York, and even New Jersey herself, 
who had, in 1812, by an oppressive act, taken the choice of elec- 

. tors of President from the people, and repoged it in the Legisia- 
ture; which Mr: H. denounced as an instance of high-banded 
legislation. It was io check such wanton exercise of power, and 
to provide broad, just, and general principles for the accion of 
the States, and to carry out, especially, the democratic element 
in the Constitution, that he advocated the amendment which, 
by direction of the committee, he had the honor to offer. 

Mr. FERRIS now ob ained the floer, and spoke in opposition 
tothe amendment. The power it proposed to Congress to exer- 
vise was not merely a dormant, it was a latent power; it was 
nowhere tobe found in the language of the Constitution, but 
myst be drawn out of it by inference and construction. The 


great mass of the nation had long acquiesced in the exercise of 
the power by the States alene: yet now, without any application 
on the part of the people, without any resolutions of primary 
assemblies, or any memorials or petitions to Congress from any 
quarter, by the mere resolve of a committee it was proposed to 
introduce a new practice in a matter of such weighty import 
ance. The plea was, that the larger States might adopt the gen- 
eral-ticket system, and, by combining together, might rule the 
residue of the States. Butto attempt to guard against this by 
legislation on the part of Congress, was to invoke a dangerous 
power now latent into a state of formidable activity. Should 
the large States take fire at this attempt to control them, could 
they not, by combining their votes in Congress, at any time 
change the Jaw? And what would be the consequence, should 
they fix the general-ticket system on all the States? If Congress 
could impose the district system, it could impose the general- 
ticket system. Was it wise to attempt the exercise of a power 
like this? 

His colleague [Mr. BARNARD} had said that this Government 
ever must be administered by party. Admitting this to be 
true, where was party influence most to be dreaded—in Con- 
gress, where it could trainple on all things, and strike down at 
a blow the legislation of aij the States; or in the State Legisla- 
tures, where the action of one portion of the Union could be 
counterbalanced by that of another? In the General Govern. 
ment, party might be omnipotent; in the States, its power was 
neutralized aud tendered comparatively harmless, 

It was not pretended that any very serious evils had resalted 
from the existing state of things. Some of the smaller States 
had, indeed, -resoried to the general ticket mode of election ; 
but there the district system was less needed, because, their 
territory being smail, the interests of the inhabitants were more 
nearly identical—the chief necessity and value of the district 
plan resulting from a diversity of interests in the same com- 
munity. Ifthe conrse of these States gave them a dispropor- 
tionate weight of power in Congress, it was for the larger 
States to complain; but no complaints had been preferred, 
Why should Congress act before the people had given any ex- 
pression of their opinions ? 

The amendment required that the districts to be laid out 
must be formed of contiguous territory: this would be incon- 
venient in some States which had double districts, In the city 
of New York, the new provision would work inconveniently 
not only, bul hijuriousty. The four Represeniatives could now 
be taken from the city at large; then they must be confined each 
to his district: now they represented the combined interests of 
the city considered as a whole: then they would represent one 
a commercial district, another a laboring district—each repre- 
senting the local interests and feelings of but a portion of the 
312,000 of her population. 

Here Mr. F. gave way for a motion by his colleague [Mr. 
Davis] that the committee rise. The motion prevailing, the 
committee rose and reported progress. ` 

TERMINATION OF THE DEBATE. 

Mr, CARUTHERS asked leave to offer ihe following reso- 
lution, which was read for information: 3 

Resolved, That on Tuesday next, at 2 o’clock, all debate in 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, on House 
bill No. 73, “for the apportionment of Representatives among 
the several Statesaccording to the sixth census,” shall cease, 
and the committee proceed to vote on the amendments that may 
be then pending or that shall be offered to said bill, and then re- 
port the same to the House, with such amendments as may 
have been agreed to by the committee, provided said bill is not 
sooner reported to the House. 

Mr. PAYNE moved that the House do now adjourn; on 
which motion the vote stood: ayes 57, noes?2, 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

The question recurred on the resolution of Mr, CARUTHERS, 
and, being taken, theresolution was adopted. 

And, on motion of Mr, ROOSEVELT, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tusspay, May 3, 1842. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
returning, with amendments, the bill passed by the Senate for 
the relief of Clark Wootroof; and the bill was taken up, and 
the amendments were concurred in by the Senate. 

Phe CHAIR (Mfr, Bayarp) laid before the Senate a report 
from the Treasury Department, made in compliance witha 
resolution of the Senate of the 12th January last, presenting a 
statement of the amount cf revenues received by the public 
offices during the existence of the act commonly called the 
Independent Treasury, and the amount of losses to the Govern- 
ment by such oflices, by way of defalcations, Kc. On motion 
of Mr. WOODBURY, referred to the Commitee on Printing 
to be printed. : 3 

Mr. ARCHER presented the memorial of the heirs of Col. 
Richard K. Meade, covering additional documents relating to 
their claim ; which was referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
ionary Claims. i . 

The following engrossed bills were taken up, read the third 
tine, and passed, viz : i 

The bili io continue in force the act for the final adjustment 
of private land claims in Missouri, approved h July, 1832; 
anil the act supplementary theréto, approved 2d March, 1833. 

The bill confirming the claim of John Baptiste Lecompte to 
atract of land in Louisiana. 

The bill to confirm the claim of the heirs and legal represen- 
tatives of Pierre Dolet, deceased, to a tract of land in Loa- 
asiana. 

The bi} for the 1elief of John C. Reynolds, late disbursing 
agent in the Indian Department; and 

The bill for the relief of Charles M. Keller. , 

Mr. KING submited the following resolution, viz: . 

Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land Claims 
be instructed to inquire inio the expediency of confirming 
the claim of Joseph Kreps to a lot of land in. the city of 
Mobile. 

The resolution, having been read, was agreed to; and the 
documents relating to the claim were referred to the Committee 
on Private Land Claims, 


Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Pensions, to which ‘hail 
been referred House bill granting a -pension to Jobn «Black, of ° 


the State of Georgia, and House hills for the relief of George 
Newton, and the heirs: of Joseph Plumb, reported the game, 
with a recommendation that they do nat pass. Also made ad. 
verse reports on the petition of Mary Neal for a pension; ‘and 
the petition of William Bilsland, praying arrears of pen- 
nioni: Which reports were ordered to lie on the table, and be 
printed. 5 

Mr. TAPPAN presented joint resolutions passed òn the 7th of 
March last by the Legislature of Ohio, requesting the Repre- 


sentatives, and instructing the Senators from that State to urge . 


and vote for the passage of a law to authorize the sale of the 


Ottowa reservation of land in that State: referred to the Com- 


mittee on the Public Lands. 

_ Mr. MILLER presented a memorial from citizens of Bur- 
lington, New Jersey, praying Congress to enact such a tariff as 
will restrict foreign importations, which the memorialists rèp- 
resent as detrimental to the interests of the country: referred to 
the Committee on Manufactures. 


THE POSTMASTER AT ST, LOUIS. f 

Mr. MERRICK said that some remarks were addressed to 
the Senate on yesterday morning in reference to the papera 
connected with a nomination pending before the Senate. He 
had Jearned—for it was his mistortune to be absent from his seat 
at the time—that the Senator from Missouri, (Mr. BENTON, } ine 
the course of his remarks, in. speaking of that nomination, sup- 
posed the individual nominated was a relative of the Postmas- 
ter General. 

Mr. BENTON (interrupting him) remarked that he had said 
a connexion of the Postmaster General. 

Mr. MERRICK remarked, that he had been informed that 
the gentleman who had been nominated for postmaster at St. 
Louis, Missouri, was not_a relative, nor was he regarded 
as a connexion of the Postmaster General. So far, the 
Senator from Missouri was mistaken, 
the honorable Senator would promptly acknowledge his error. 


So far as the subject-matter—the license proper to be taken ` 


with papers coming before standing committees from the 
departments—was concerned, he had some remarks to make; 
and the sole object of those remarks was, to suggest to the 
Senate the propriety of devising some mode of defining 
the duties, or of arriving at some distinct understanding of the 
duties of the committees with regard to papers forwarded to 
them from the Executive Departments, affording information 
to guide the action of the committees, He thought that they 
ought to have a fair understanding of their duties on this 
point—whether the committees should have the liberty ta 
make known to the public, or not, papers of a confidens 
tial character, transmitted to them merely to guide them 
in their action. He did not know that the committees 
had such liberty; but a diversity of opinion prevailed on tha 
subject, not only with Senators, but some of the heads of De- 
partments; and it was his sole wish now, on introducing the 
subject, to have some action or understanding by the Senate, to 
govern the conduct of the committees in future. There had 
been heretofore some action by the Senate on a subject of a 
kindred nature—the publication of papers communicated to 
the Senate as confidential, He did not think it proper to make 
any remarks as to the course of the Senator from Missouri in 
publishing the papers to which the Senator alluded on. yester. 
day. Toshow how farthere might be impropriéty in it, he would 
only say that he made application to the War Department to 
examine certain papers on record in that office, and he was res 
fused; and was informed that such a privilege was only extend» 
ed to Senators or members ex gratia, or by resolution of either 
branch of Congress, Whether the interpretation of the law by 
the Secretary was right or not, he did not know. 

He would state another fact: Ten years ago a Senator 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Pickering] saw fit to read, in debate, 
the contents of a communication which was made to the Sen- 
ate by the President, in secret session; and, for so doing, he ree 
ceived the censure ofthe Senate, on a resolution submitted by 
Mr. Clay, which was in the following words: 

“Resoived, That Timothy Pickering, a Senator from Massa. 
chusetts, having this day, while the Senate were sitting with 
open doors, read from his place certain documents communi- 
cated from the President of the United States—the injunction of 
secrecy not. having heen removed—conimitted a violation of 
the rules of this body.” 

The resolution, said Mr M., was debated at considerable 
length; and Gen. Samuel Smith, from his (Mr. Msrricx’s) 
own State, said “that there could be no doubt that there were 
certain things of a confidential nature which were extremely 
advantageous to them in making up their opinions; and 
the President, when making secret communications, acted 
with a sirong reliance on those with whom he commy- 
nicated; and therefore they Gught not to divulge that which 
was intended ta be kept secret. If they should do s0, 
the President would not place reliance on them, and make 
communications on subjects for which they might call.’ 
These were the views entertained by Mr. Smith and other gen- 
tlemen who took part in the debate. Tt was necessary for the 
Senators, in the discharge of their duties on all executive subs 
jects, that they should have free access to all information 
touching the subject-matter which might be under investiga- 
tion in secret session, for the purpose of guiding their judg, 
ment, and enabling them to arrive at correct conclusions, 
communications might be of a confidential nature, any not to 
he known beyond the Jimits of the Senate; thersrore, there 
shouid exist an understanding between the Executive and the 
Senate, directed to this end. Asthe chairman of the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office, it was proper that he should ask the 
Senate to consider the subject, in ordery to ascertain whether 
some mode should not be adopted to place the matter on a clear 
and distinct footing. These temarks were in no way intended 
to reproach the Senator from “Missouri, He had na right to 
censure him for what he had done. That Senatoz was the best 
judge of the proprety of his own conduct. 

Mr. BENTON spoke at length in reply to. Mr. Maseicn, of 
which we can only give some brief points at present, He se 
gan where the Senator from Maryland stopped, viz. the Pick- 
ering case; and desired him to mark how quickly ha woule 
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He had no doubt ' 


ramovethe foundation from: under hima He‘ > Car 
confidential cont-nunicatins madedy. the President to the Senate, - 
and which cominunication Mr. Pickering afterwards publicly 
used. This was the case quoted; and-on-which the Senator from 
Maryland placed himself What was the case before the Senate? 
A confidential communication from the President? Not at-all! 
No communication of any. kind from him; but from a public 
office—irom the General Post Office. The letters in question 
came’ from: the Post. Office, and bore ‘the bloody marks of that 
departmént—the red-ink endorsements—which pointed to their 
contents, and claimed theattention of the officers to them. The 
Postmaster: General had correctly. described ‘them in his letter, 
read yesterday; as being archives of the department—as being 
on filein the department. Archives are pablic papers. What 
is filed ina public office is a public paper. Our offices were pub- 
lic ; what was: in them: was publie; they were tot Bastilies or 
inquisitions; there was no‘hiding either men or papers in them. 
The leners in-question cannot bear the light; they contain 
falsehoods against‘himselfand one of his constituents; and they 
solicit the proscription against a good officer, and the appoint- 
ment of a political: partisan, for: base party purposes, But the 
fault was. not. in publishing them, but in writing them, 
and filing them in a:: public: office, and making them 
archives of the: Government. This was the fault; and 
the: President should have been dissatisfied with the writers 
for writing such letters, or with himself for filing them 
in a public office, to influence the official action of the Goyern- 
ment; andnot be dissatisfied with him for publishing what was 
a publicdocument. He-called upon Mr. Merrick to show the 
paper with the official red-ink endorsement, and abstracts of 
their contents on the back of the letters, and which showed 
them to be what the Postmaster called them—archives of the 
department! and consequently public docnments which he 
had a right to use, and should use. They had not come from 
the President; they came from a public department, bearing the 
marks of the department; and he should treat them ag public 
documents, and notas private letters, Doubtless they were in- 
tended to be private; doubtless the writers never expected to see 
them in public: doubtless they did not expect them to be placed 
on file in a public office: but this has been done; and they have 
come to light; and they contain matter which concerns both the 
Government and individuals—matter which was false and in- 
jurious to individuals, and a violation of the President’s Inau- 
gurali, and Mr, Webster’s circular against interference in elec- 
tions. The writing of. the letters was criminal; the crime is 
found out, and the blame must fall on the act, and not on the de- 
tection. 

Mr. B. continued his remarks on several points until the hour 
of one, when he gave way to the appropriation bill, promising 
to'take a wider view of the subject the next day: to view it un- 
der different aspects, and especially under the aspect of secrecy, 
which the Postmaster General had claimed for his deparument. 
He denied that our public offices could be made depositories 
of socreta—secreta which were to blacken the characters of citi 
zens, and afterwards to furnish matter for the scandalous chron- 
icles. He said this pretension was copied Irom the Bank of the 
United States, where black characters were filed against tead- 
ing Democrats, oaignpted by numbers—one, two, three, four, 
&c., with keys to their names, as state prisoners were desig- 
natedin Europe. He would show a sample of this to-morrow. 
He said that under this Administration he had had access to the 
same kind of letters in the War office, with the approbation of 
Mr. Belt. He had there found similar letters from the same 
Mr, Wash, and had published them; andhe should demand, as 
a matter of right, a view of any thing in any public office which 
concerned himself or his constituents, He had a case on his 
Mind, and should bring i to the test: he should apply to the 
Postmaster General, and, if he refused, he should apply to the , 
President, Ie would bring the new pretension to secrecy in 
the public offices to the test, 

In the course of his remarks, Mr. B. observed thatthe Bena- 
tor from Maryland [Mr. Merrick) had conducted hia movement 
with all delicacy, and he thanked him for it. In his position, 
as chairman of the Committee on the Post Otfice and Post 
Roads. it was his duty to present to the Senate what the Pust- 
master General wished presented; and he took his statement 
that Mr. Churchill was not bis connexion. 

The remarks of Mr. B. were here arrested, the morning hour 
having expired. 

THE GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

_On motion of Mr, EVANS, the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration (as in committee of the whole). of the bill making 
appropriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of the 

overnmment for the year 1842—the proposition pending being 
the motion of Mr. Benton to strike from the clouze of the bill 
appropriating $98,335 85, to cp the deficiency in the con- 


tingent fund of the 26th, Congraga, the word “books,” so that no 
part of this sum, which is"inténded to pay balances due for 
printing, lithographing, binding, and Pooks, shall be applied to 
the payment for the books, which chat $53,000, ordered by the 
House of FE one ory a simple resolution at the’ last 
hour of the 26th Congress. ; $ 
Mr, BENTON said the proposition, he believed, was to strike 
out the word “books” from a paragraph containing many 
items, which items were stated to be contingent expenses of the 
House of Representatives. He had several objections against 
continuing this item in the bill; one of which was, that it did not, 
either directly or indirectly, come within the scope and mean- 
ing of contingent expenses, nor slid it necessarily form a part of . 
the incidental expenses of the House. The greatest abuses in 
the expenditure would be ‘fougd in these grants for incidental 
expenses; and he must be a Aovice in legislation indeed who 
does not see that, without-stréking at this enormous source of 
extravagance, he who standy up as the advocate of retrench- 
mentand economy in the public expenditures advances the 
cause but feebly. Nay, ag a member of twenty-two years’ stand- 
ing, he would say to such advocates of economy, that if he 
would fisd ont abuses, he must examine such items as 
these; he must look to the settlement of accourts, and 
he would find that the whole expense of a session of 
Congress was not equal to a single item contained in an account 
and to talk about the salaries of members, or about any inferior 
item of expenditure, while enormous sums were allowed to be 
~ passed without examination, and without question, under the 
title of incidental expenses, argued a course of legislation, to 
say the least of it, absurd and injudicious, The item now un- 
der consideration was placed under a false head. It was no 
more an incidental expense of the House of Representatives, 
than. the purchase of the private library of an individual meni- 
ber. Tt was attempted at the last moment of the last Congress 
fo pass a resolution by which a quantity of books should be de» 
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“ered to each mensber, to:the amount of about five hundred 


“dollars to each. Jt was an abuse as outrageous in the principle, 


although it was attempted to be justified on the supposition that 
the books were to be~used for public purposes. as it was 
outrageous as to the manner iñ which it was attempt- 
ed to be accomplished. .He (Mr. Benton) had upwards 
of twenty years’experience in regard to these matters; and even 
before he had served in Congress, he had paid some attention to 
the manner in which the accounts with public contractors, and 
other accounts, were admitted and passed; and he was aware 
of instances where’ a single account contained questionable 
items to the extent of upwards of $90,000. Large sums of 
money out of the contingent fund were continvally being grant- 
ed, without a shadow of legal authority for its expenditure. 1n 
the case of the resolution granting the $500 worth of books to 
each, it was actually voted upon after the session had virtually 
closed, arid the powers of members had ceased. It was, in 
fact, giving to themselves $500 worth of books at the instant 
when their public lives terminated. if it had been by a bill, 
there would have been an opportunity for contesting the propo- 
sition; but it was 2 resolution, hastily forced upon the Senate, as 


. there was not asufficient contingent fund at the time to cover the 


amount. And where did they find it now? In the appropriation 
bill—a bill which ought to be passed early in the session, and 
which would have so passed, were it not for a practice, which 
had grown up under this Administration, of putting in disputa: 
blearticies. He was well aware of the injury -inflicted upon 
those who depended (or their daily bread upon the Government, 
by these delays. They were injurious to the whole public 
business of the country. Here was a question on which the 
sense of the Senate had been expressed again and again; and 
it was declared to bea contingent expense of the House of 
Representatives, when it was not of that character at all. He 
asked the yeas and nays upon the motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and 

Mr. EVANS expressed a strong desire that the bill would be 
passed to-day. He perceived, by the published proceedings of 
the other end of the Capitol, the House intended to adjourn on 
Thursday till Monday, and, as he understood, immediately on 
meeting; and it was evident that, unless the bill was passed 
to-day, and sent to the House to morrow, it will be delayed till 
next week, to the great inconvenience and injury of the public 
service. 

With regard to the appropriation under discussion, he .con- 
tehded that it had been always the practice of both branches of 
Congress to order books to be distributed, and appropriate for 
their paymientout of the contingent fund. Such had long been 
the usage, and he saw no impropriety in it. The contingent 
fund ìs provided for the use of Congress. a committee in each 
House having complete control over itin respect to the expen- 
diture. The general principle and general practice have been, 
that any expense shall be paid out of that fund which each 
House, by its own action, orders to be paid. 

What isthe fact? That the House ordered a certain number 
of books to be disposed of; they were so disposed of; and now 
the persons who furnished them are to be paid. He referred 
to the action of the Senate by its own resolution heretofore, in 
relation to the distribution of the land laws, part of which were 
disposed of lately to the States, by a resolution of the Senate. 

It was true, the distribution complained of was made in the 
House on the last day of the session. The Senator from New 
York was mistaken as to that resolution having been offered 
by the member from New York, {Mr. MITCHELL] whose resolu- 
tion was nut adopted, 

It was his[Mr, Evans’s] resolution which had been adopted 
by a majority of two-thirds; and he was glad of it, for he be- 
lieved it was all right. He was not a beneficiary of that resolu- 
tion; for he had himself received his books Jong before. He 
denied that the books were generally to be found in the stores 
at fifty cents apiece, or that they were purchased over and over 
again, and resold to Congress. He believed none ever distrib- 
uted were sold, unless by the administrators of deceased 
members of Congress. He dwelt for some time on the 
value and advantage of such works to members of Congress, 
and asserted that such valuable books never would have 
been printed unless encouraged by Congress, He contended 
that such works could not be published unless by the patronage 
of the Government; that they could not be more equally 
diffused over the whole Union than threugh successive mem- 
bers of Congress ;and thatin this way the result was beneficial 
to the whole community—those who have thus received them 
holding them in trust for the use of their constituents, But if 
they were to convert them into money, to fill their own pock 
ets, he would look upon it as a great abuse. He had never 
learned, however, thatsuch was the fact. 

Mr. ALLEN said he regretted to hear the gentleman who had 
charge of this bill adopt the tone he had with regard to this 
amendment. The bill was a general appropriation bill, and 
contained, he believed, appropriations of some eight or ten mil- 
lions of dollars of the money derived from the people by means 
of taxation. It was, in. fact, a matter’ of taxation which they 
had to consider; taxation and expenditure being so intimately 
blended. . There was but one faculty of the Government em- 
ployed in both, and it wasone which operated most extensively 
upon the interests of the people, and which deeply affected 
their welfare, Notwithstanding that they had spent in tle Sen- 
ate some three or four months in discussing questions which 
had no particular application to the affairs of the country, now, 
at the end of five months, the appropriation bill--one of the 
most important bills that could engage their attention--was 
brought forward ; and they were tolu that it must be passed 
without a moment’s time being allowed to examine its details, 
although, by a rule of the House, it was made obligatory upon 
that body, in Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
where liberty of speech may be more fully exercised than under 
the organization of the House itself. It was the money opera- 
tion or money faculty of the Government which most deeply af- 
fecis the people; and therefore any measure having for its ob- 
ject the exercise of that faculty, either by way of taxation or 
appropriation, should be most del:berately discussed. 

_ it was contended that this item for books was one of the con- 
tingent expenses of the House of Representatives. He denied 
in the first place, that it wasa contingent expense at all: and, in 
the next place, that it was incurred for the House. It was no 
such thing. It depended upon nothing but the temporary will of 
the House, and was in nowise connected with the ordinary busi- 
ness of Government. But, again: the books (or, in other words, 
the. money) were to go, not to the House at all, hut toa part of 
the members of the House. Were the books the property of 
the House? They were not. And with what propriety could 


` they become the property of a partof the members, without 


` becoming the propeity of the whole? It was not, therefore, an 


appropriation for the House, but fora given number of iadivi- 
duals sitting as members of the House. Stationery furnished for 
the use of the House, was the property ofthe House; and be- 
cause it was the property of the House, each member feels 
himself entitled to appropriate a portion of it to. his own individ- 
ual use; but with regard to these books, they were to become 
the property of a certain numberof the members, and with 
them the other members have nothing to do. It could not, then, 
be said to be an appropriation for the House at all; they would 
become the property of members, not by virtue of their official 
capacity, but by a resolution making them individual property. 

‘Khe Senate some years ago had made a stand against the sys- 
tem of members augmenting their salaries, by voting them. 
selves books; which books they, afterwards, as suited their 
pleasure, converted into money, and thus violated the Constitu- 
tion. : 

Could the House of Representatives, or this House either, 
pass a resolution to angment the pay of its members to $9.00 
per day, every body would see at once that it was an appropri- 
ation of money. And yet gentlemen suppose they can accom- 
plisti the same object, by means of resolutions of either House, 
to be passed for the benefit of a part of the members of. that 
House. He would not confine himself tothe House of Repre- 
sentatives in cousidering the question cf power inherent in one 
co-ordinate branch of the Government to make appropriations 
of this kind; he would refer to a similar proceeding on. the 
part of the Senate, which took place in 1839. A proposition 
was made to distribute, not the public documents of the Gov- 
ernment, but a work published by order of Congress, relating : 
to the formation of the Government—the Madison Papera, as 
they were called, When those papers, which had been printed 
at the expense of the Government, were published, and were 
selling at nine and ten dollars a copy, a resolution was in- 
troduced into this body, providing for the distribution of these 
books—not among the States—not to the public libraries, or 
to the various departments of the Government—but to the in- 
dividuals who occupied these seats; and the resolution-passed— 
and that, too, after the seats of those who voted had become, 
by the Constitution, vacant; after the House of Representatives 
had adjourned sine die; and after Congress had ceased 
to exist. The House of Representatives had adjourn- 
ed. two hours previously, and the Senate was aware 
of that fact; and wm without even having a quorum 
present, they passed a resolution distributing these books,— 
an act which exceeded any departure which the House of Rep- 
resentatives could make from its donstitutional privileges. He 
(Mr. ALLEN) remembered full well the proceedings of that night; 
he remembered that when the resolution was brought in, there 
were not five members who wefe paying attention to what was 
going forward. The Senate had previously expressed its hostil- 
ity to such a proceeding; a large majority were averse to it, and 
were well known to be so; yet, through their inattention, (owin, 
to the lateness of the hour,) the resolution was carried rough 
its third reading, and passed. According to the entry upon the 
journal of the Senate, upon motion of Mr. TALLMADGE it, was" 
read a third time, and passed by unanimous consent. He 
(Mr. ALLEN) well remen*bered that he rose in his place and ob- 
jected to the passage of the resolution, or to any action being 
had upon it, because the House of Representatives had adjourn: 
ed, and Congress had expired. The Senator from Missouri 
{Mr. Bewron] and himself had kept'up the debate for the pur- 
pose of preventing its passage. Atlast the Senator from Missouri 
moved an adjournment; and, upon taking the yeas and nays, it 
was found that there were not eighteen Senators present. The 
Senator from Missouri also, at his (Mr. A.’s) suggestion, ge- 
quired that the hour should be entered upon the journal; andit 
was accordingly done, These facts were apparent to every one 
whofwould take the trouble ofexamining the proceedings of the 
Senate, as recorded upon its journal. 

Mr. A. then read, from page 363 and the last page of the jour- 
nal of that session, the proccedings on this resolution, as fol- 

OWS: 

“On motion by Mr. Tallmadge, 

“The resolution (S. 15) for the distribution, in part, of the 
Madison Papers, was read the second time, and considered as in 
committee ofthe whole; and no amendment being made thereto, 
it wasreported to the Senate. 

‘Ordered, That it pass to a third reading. 

“The resolution was reada third time, by 
sent. 

“Resolved, That this resolution pass, and that the title thereof 
be as aforesaid. 


- “On motion by Mr. Tallmadge, and by unanimous consent, 

“Resolved, That the l6th and 17th joint rules be suspended, 
so far asto allow the transmission to the House of a resolution 
(5. 15) for the distribution, in part, of the Madison Papers, and 
of its presentation to the President of the United States, 

“Ordered, That the Secretary request the concurrence of 
the House of Representatives in the said resolutions.” 

“The following message was received from the House of Rep. 
ae eee Mt; Burch: a 

Mr. President: The House of Representatives have 
he resolution (S. 15) for the distribution, in part, ofthe ‘Medison 

apers; : 

“They concur in the resolution of the Senate to s À 
16th and l7thjoint rules, so far as relates to the a e 
15) for the distribution, in part, of the Madison Papers, 

“Mr. Foster reported, from the committee, that they had éx- 
amined and found duly enrolled the resolution (S, 15) fer the 
distribution, in part, of the Madison Papers. 
woe from the House of Representatives by Mr. 

urch: 

_ “Mr. President: The Speaker of the House of Representa- 
tives having signed an enrolled bill, (S. 281,) and an enrolled 
resolution, (S. 15,) Lam directed to bring them to the Senate for 
gar ears their President. 

e President pro tem. signed the enrolled hill (S 281) 
amend the act of the 3d of March, 1837, entitled fan ae 8 
amend the judicial system of the United States, and for other 
purposes; and it was delivered to the committee, to be laid be- 
fore te Treadent or the United States. 

Mr. Hubbard, from the committee appointed to wai 
President of the United States, and nue him ae 
Houses of Congress, having completed the business before 
them, are ready to close the present session by an adjournment, . 
reported that they had performed the duty assigned them and 
hat he President replied that he had no further communteation 
o make, at 


“A motion was made by Mr, Benton that the Senate adjourn, 


rarimous con- 


. 
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and that the hour<hal 
nal; and, AAT 

‘Oa the question, ‘ Will the Senate now adjourn?’ 

sdr Waa determined inthe negative—yeas 6, nays 12. 

: Ò n by Mr. Allen, : 
pait yeas aiid nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators 

PNT ES:. 

z ‘hose who. voted in the affirmative are— 

_ “Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Hubbard, King, and Wil- 
liams, of Mississippi. 

nT hoge who voted in the negative are— 

‘Messrs. Foster, Fulton, Lyon, Merrick, Nicholas, Norvell, 
Roane, Southard, Tallmadge, ¥ alker, Wail, and White. 

_ “The President pro fem. signed the resolution (S, 15) for the 
distribution, in part, of the Madison Papers; and it was de- 
livered to the committee to be presented to the President of the 
United States. 

“Mr. Foster reported, from the committee, that they had pre- 
sented to the President of the United States the resolution (S. 
15) for the distribution, in part, of the Madisun Papers. 

“Whereupon, on motion, 

“The Senate adjourned sine die.” 

The Senate had no right to sit and appropriate money, or 
take any other action in a legislative capacity; but they never- 
theless did so, and it was an act which he (Mr. ALLEN) should 
ever consider to be a violation of their constitutional powers 
-~a violation of the Constitution itself. He remembered ta- 
king the ground that a joint committee of both Houses was re- 
quisite to report a resolution of that description, and that there 
was then no joint committee in existence. Besides, the rule 
required that the report of the joint committee shouid be en- 
tered upon the journals; but who was there to enter any such 
report at that time? The Government, so far as legislation was 
concerned, was suspended, Congress had been terminated by 
theadjournment of the House of Representatives sine die, four 


past two o’clock) be entered on the joure 


hours previously. At 4 o’clock in the morning the resolution 


was taken to the President for his signature, and, owing tothe 
haste with which it was despatched for the Presidents signa- 
ture, the Secretary of the Senate had forgotten to certify its 
passage upon the back of the resolution, The President 
found’ that it was not certified, and took no further notice of 
it; but very mildly rebuked the delegation who had brought 
the document at so unseasonavle an hour, by saying, “You have 
done your duty, gentlemen, and I willdo mine to-morrow;” and 
turnéd over in his bed. 

_ He (Mr. ALLEN) did not mean, by any thing he now said, to 
impute blame to any person whatever, but to show the in- 
Fustice of the proceeding which had been adopted on that occa- 
sion. And he must be permitted to say, as a member of this 
representative body, that it was manifestly improper end un- 
becoming for them to contaminate their hands with any little 
petty larceny transaction like that, Let them stand upon their 
salariés like men, or else resign, If they were unwilling to 
serve their constituents for the salary which the law provides, 
they shouldretire. {edid not become men who were sent there 
not only to represent the interesis, but- to maintata the glory 
and honor of the nation, to contaminate their hands with little 
pilferings, He (Mr. ALLEN) would far rather serve for nothing, 
than be even supposed to be capable of participating in a pro- 
ceeding so utterly unbecoming. But this was an abuse, which, 
Jike most others, had grown up through inattention, and in con- 
sequence ofacting together.in a collective capacity, It wasone 
of the abuses incidental to the acts of bodies corporate or politic. 
There was avery just difference between acting in an individ- 
ual capacity and asa member of a body. In the latter case, 
the individual is relieved from all that responsibility which, as 
an individual, he would be subject to. Mach individual mem- 
ber quiets his conscience by saying “it is the will of the Sen- 
ate,” although his own individual will helped to make up that 
will of the Senate; and he thus holds up the decision of the Sen- 
ate as his protection from the impending indignation of his 
constituency. 

The very fact that gentlemen are acting in a representative 
capacity, enabled them often to do that which they would not 
otherwise feel at liberty to do. He did hope, however, that the 
Senator who had the special care of this bill would reconsider 
this matter, and remove the objectionable clause, and noi insist 
upon running through an appropriation bill in this hasty man- 
ner, granting $10,000,000 of the people’s money, and thereby 
Creating a necessity for taxation. He must remember that ap. 
propriation and taxation are correlative. If you appropriate 
money, you must raise money by taxation; and therefure it is 
that this becomes as much a question of taxation as of appro- 
priation. Should they, then, at once spend $10,000,000 of 
the people’s money, without evea three days’ consideration? 
Matters of taxation were strictly guarded by the Constitution; 
and appropriation was sticty guarded by the rules of this 
body. Every one who had an idea at all, must know that 
all the other powers of Government were utterly barren, save 
as they grew out of, and were nurtured and continued in 
being by, this one faculty of the money power. It was the 
money drawn from the peeple which enabled them to usurp 
authority, and to corrupt themselves. Let us, then, guard 
the money with vigilant care; for that one power is the 
anchorage. of the whole system. While the money-power 
js wielded with firmness and moderation, the Government 
may swim through the stream in safety. When Peric’es 
was accused before the Athenians of having squandered 
the public money, his assertion was considered sufficient to 
exculpate bim from the charge: he had only to declare, “I 
have applied the money to a proper use, and in a proper man- 
ner.” The people of Athens were satisfied. Butin these days, 
and in this country, all public officers were not such as Pericles. 
It was necessary that our officers should be held to astrict ac- 
countability. Their accounts must be examined, and care- 
fully examined. There was no one power which should be so 
judiciously, so carefully exe ised, as the money power, exer- 
cised by means of appropriations. It wasone which might be 
perverted to the promotion of individual interest and individual 
aggrandizement. We would instance a single case. A public 
work is commenced, and Congress appropriates a sum of 
money, upon the estimate of an engineer who had been engaged 
to superintend the work, for the completion of the work. Itis 
stated the work will not cost more than $10,000—S10,000 is 
granted; but, at the very next session, comes an appii- 
Cation from that district in which the work has been un- 
dertaken, setting forth the immense utility of the work, the 
vast public advantage to be derived from it; but an obstruction 
haa been encountered, and it bas become necessary to obtain a 
further grantof money. The Secretary at the head of the de- 
partment is prevailed upon to countenance the claim, and pre- 


pares a report accordingly. It happens that some other quar- 
ter ofthe country is in want ofa similar grant; and, upon the 
principle of mutual assistance, the different applicants, and all 
whom they are able to influence, vote in favor of each others 
application; and, instead of accomplishing. the work for the 
sum estimated, the Legislature isledon from year to year with 
glowing representations, until, eventually, they have voted 
$100 900. Here we have a bill appropriating $10,000,000 for 
a thousand purposes; and the rule declares that evely item 
of appropriation shall be considered and discussed in Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union; and we are 
told that the bill must be adopted at once, and without per- 
mitting the smallest examination. Month after month had 
been spent in discussions of the bankrupt Jaw, and other 
subjects of an unimportant nature; and they were now called 
upon to pass a bill voting away $10,000,000 without examina- 
tion, because the clerks in the various departments were in 
wantof their salaries. And they were about to pass important 
items without any examination on the part of the departments, 
or of a committee of this House, or the House itself, but resting 
entirely upon the estimates of subordinate officers. There 
should, in his (Mr. A.’s) opinion, be a radical change in the 
mode of passing these appropriations, and he believed that 
one-half the expenses of Government might be saved. Instead 
ef taking the estimate of an interested individual, a compe- 
tent person should be assigned for that duty, who could have 
no personal interest one way or the other. This body being 
the farthest removed from the starting-point where the esti. 
mates were made, were more in the dark than the departments; 
and the departments themselves were kept involved in darkness 
so impenetrable, that whether their recommendations were right 
or wrong could be known only to themselves—if, indeed, they 
were known even to themselves. It was a curiosity to look 
through the history of these matters, as conducted by the an- 
cient republics while they were pure. It would be found that 
nine-tenths of the impeachments of public officers which took 
place were instituted in consequence of the improper expendi- 
ture of public money. The’Greeks, who carried the cultiva: 
tion of the human mind toa higher pitch thanit ever attained 
before, or perhaps would again—the Greeks well understood 
where the principal nerve of the Government lay; and there 

fore itis we find, in perusing their history, that, until they fell 
under the Macedonian power, minister after minister was jm- 
peached on account of the perversion of the public funds; 
‘Their ministers were required to produce their accounts to 
those who conferred their authority upon them, and te point 
out each individual item of expenditure, and explain its neces- 
sity. In thenature of this Government, bowever, this could 
not be practised, nor was it necessary; but it was essentially 
necessary that they should ve strictly examined, 

He had been induced to depart from the consideration of the 
particular item under discussion, to admonish the Senator 
who had the charge of this measure, not to press the appropri- 
ation bill with such hot haste upon the consideration of the Sen- 
ate. Money bills, ofall others, should receive a careful consid- 
eration, because upon them all the functions of Government 
turn, They should be discussed with the utmost caution, and 
the members of both Houses should divest themselves of all 
contamination, and notsubject themselves to the charge of be- 
ing actuated by unworthy motives. There was something so 
utterly pi m A in the idea of legislators, claiming to be wor- 


thy the confidence of a free people, passing measures calculated . 


to enure to their own benefit, that he was perfectly astonished 
that a proposition of the kind could for a momentbe entertained. 
He (Mr. A.) could never be brought to consent to give his vote 
in favor of it; but he wished to be clearly understood as not de. 
signing, by any thing which he had said, to cast a censure upon 
any one. He censured the practice agacrime—impalpable, in- 
tangible, but at the same time formidable; and he hoped that 
the majority would not, by their votes, sanction a practice so 
reprehensible. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON hoped to bring the Senate back to what 
he considered the real question at issue. He stated several 
things that he would not do to arrive at that point; but he 
wouid say. at the same time, that he was sorry the Senator from 
Ohio shouldimpate to the Senator from Maine, and those who 
act with him, a disposition to pass this bill in a burried and im- 
mature manner. No such disposition existed. But, to come 
to the point to which he wished to bring the attention of the 
Senate, he would say, that the real question at issue was whether 
the word “booke” should be stricken out or not. Now, he only 
asked the Senate to look at the facts; First, that the House 
passed the resolution to distribute the books, and they were dis- 
tributed; and, next, that the House thought proper to exer- 
cise its undoubted right of ordering the books to he paid for out 
of the contingent fund, and to make an appropriation for that 
purpose, He would ask, why should not the Housedo so if it 
saw fil?—and why should not the books be paid for? Did the 
[louse ever refuse to sanction the appropriations of the Sen- 
ate for the additional compensation to its officers out of the con- 
tingent fund? No: the House never did any such thing. But, 
having passed their resolution to distribute the books, the Clerk 
makes the purchase and distribution; and is the Senate to say 
now it will not pay the honest and meritorious men who have 
entered into pecuniary engagements under the order of the 
House? That is the whole question. He approved of the view 
taken by the Senator from New Hampshire, which admits of 
the obligation to pay for these books, as appears by the modi- 
fication which he proposed to his amendment, to insert the 
word “hereafter,” so as not to affect the rights of those who had 
furnished the books on the occasion under discussion. [Te con: 
tended that these were most invaluable books, as they enabled 
members of committees to act understandingly on matters 
placed before them, for the direction of Congress. 

There could be oniy two questions—whether the books were 
to be paid for atall; or, if they were, whether the appropriation 
should be made in a separate bill? He believed few members 
of the Senate would say they ougkt not to be paid for, and he 
didnot see how any could deny the propriety of appropriating 
the payment in this biil: for he did not admit the plea in abate- 
ment, on a misnomer entered by the Senator from Ohio, that it 
was notan appropriation for the Honse, or, the members of the 
House, but tor part of the members in their individual capaci- 
ties, ‘There could be nothing in the objection to the appropria- 
tion on the ground of being for individuals, and not for the 
House collectively. on the assumption that the House gets no 
benefit from it. Did not each House pay out of the contingent 
fund the funeral expenses of individual members? What bene. 
fit did either House collectively derive from such payments? 
There could, therefore, be nothing in the plea in abatement 
urged by the Senator from Ohio. What object could any Sena- 


tox have in- delaying this appropriation i billysby objecting to-au- 
thorize the paymentin this foun, though Po sto" ercartain j 
it in a specitic bil? There was no sufficient reason for delaying 
the bill, and withholding fromthe poor-clerki of the public afii- : 
see ane much distress, their pay, of. which they standso muchk 

Mr. YOUNG wished to do justice to the: members. of. the 
Hause on a point not yet brought to the attention of the Senate, 
This appropriation isa proposition to pay $450-apiece for: 
books furnished to 117 members of that body; the whole amount 
being fifty-three thousand dollara; But he was informed by seve+ 
ral members of the Nouse, that when the resolution was proposed : 
on the last day of the session, they were not aware that the 
books were:to he purchased for. their individual uae, or; indeed, 
that they. did nat belong to the Government; the understanding 
of many who voted for it being that these ‘books were already 
provided. It appears now that the publishers had large num- 
bers of these books on hand, and could not sell them; and the 
distribution to members of Congress was only a contrivance to. 
get them off their hands, Many members now declare, that if 
the resolution had been so worded as to provide.for the pur- ` 
chase of the books for 117 members, to the amount of $450 each 
member, such a resolution never could have been entertained; . 
and, therefore, when they voted for it, they did so in perfect 
ignorance, supposing the books were already on hand, and no ` 
further cost would be incurred, ' 

Mr. & VANS said, if any members were ignorant of the-fact, 
it must have been because they were inattentive to the subject; 
for it was notorious that the books had to be purchased. : 

Mr. WOODBURY said that no one was more anxious than 
he to pass the general appropriation bills quickly. * But ihe 
obstacle in the way was the insertion of clauses like this. now - 
proposed to be stricken out—clauses admitted to be. sanctioned 
by ne previous act of Congress, and hence improper for a 
mere general appropriation bill. It had wisely. been held in the 
other House for several years, and had been confirmed here, that 
a general appropriation. bill should be limited to matters the 
legality and propriety. of which had been previously settled 
under express acts of Congress. 

In sucha case, no delay would be necessary, except to ascers ` 
tain the amount now proper; andan appropriation bill could 
be gone through with oftenin halfan hour. Bat, of late, the 
introduction of new matters—the legality as well as amount of 
which was, like this, very questionable—created much discus- 
sion and inevitable delay. He wished the chairman would 
therefore at once consent to strike out this disputed item, and 
then pass in five minutes, as he might, all which was not in. 
controversy. This was declined. On him, then, (Mr. Bvans,] 
rested the responsibility for delay. Such a course would not 
injure the claimants in this case, asin aseparate bill they could 
obtain all for the books to which they were entitled; and they 
knew, when the books were purchased, that no appropriation 
existed to pay for them, and that they must take the risk and 

ostponement of getting the measure through a new ‘Congress 
n a suitable way. A 

He, for one, was willing to pay them what was right, as 
avowed on a former day. The books had been bought and 
used, and a fair remuneration was just, But it was not ex 
pedient to make it in the present loose form, mixed up with 
other matters ofa contingent character. Nor wasitso proper 
to make it at all in a general appropriation bill, as ina specific 
law or section, applicable to these books alone. For, then, 
every thing pertinent could be distinctly and fully can. 
vassed on ils own merits; and our constituents, as well as 
the public at large, see for what their money was voted away;-— 
in this case, not a small sum neither, sir, but an amount 
nearly equal to double the per diem of the whole Senate at a 
session of ordinary length. That is about $30,000; and this 
single book appropriation, mixed up with other matters in a 
contingent account, is over $52,000, Nor is it, assome suppose, 
a contingent and incidental matter in substance, whatever may - 
be the form assumed. Books or documents printed by Congress 
for their own use may usually be regarded as incidental; but 
these books are not of that character. ‘On the contrary, they 
are books purchased of others, aud printed by: others—-and 
printed by othera for the community or themselves, and ‘not for 
Congress. This changes the whole aspect of the matter. He 
would not dwell on the apparent indelicacy of considering such 
purchases as an incident to legislation, and thaimpropriety of 
putting in this way about $450 into the pockets of every new 
member beyond his travel and per diem, He would only say, 
that Congress itself, ever since 1837, had in both Houses de- 
nounced these purchases as not a proper contingent ora proper 
incidental to legislation, aud had, in every general appropria- 
tion bill since, and in the very bill now before us, expressly pro- 
vided, as to their contingent appropriation, thatit should be ap- 
plied only to the erdinary expenditures of the Senate and 
House, and to no other purpose whatever. Here Mr. W. read 
the clauses from each act of Congress; and added that if, since 
this limitation, either House had bought books and distributed 
them, and paid for them out of their contingent fund, the trans. 
action was illegal. They had usually made a specific ‘and 
separate appropriation in such cases, which” was the proper 
form. But if, as is said, either House, by its own order, had 
since taken and applied a part of its contingent to “this ‘object, 


The mover of the resolution, therefore, took special care not to 
require in it that the books should be so paid for; but he-tett- 


eneral express limitation even i at it 
plied to orker than the ordinary expenditures of the Senate 
and House of Representatives.” The Senate may ask, then, 
how is it got at—this miscailed contingent or jacidental expense? 
Why, sir, by separating it from the general contingent; sepa- 
rating it from any limitation or restriction, and calling it a sum 
to supply a deficiency in the contingent fund of a former year. 
Thisis done, too; when, ifthisappropriation had been‘an actual 
dart of the contingent fund of the former year, R could not be 
used atallto pay for these books, which are now inserted, in- 
terpolated, and pronounced a part, and are allowed to he paid 
as apart, of the contingent and incidental expenses of that fore 
mer-year, ` Most assuredly this money could not beso used; 


‘without violating wantonly.the prohibition in the contingent 
appropriation te use it for any butordinary expenses. a 

Q passing, however, let me next ask who imposes. this 
$63,000 burden? Who causes this $33,000 deficiency? Who 
m: this monstrous arrearage? Who transcends in this way 

the estimates of last year? Who starts it? Who urges it suc- 
cessfully? Who isthe author:ofit?. Who the father? Let the 
journals reply. Mr. W. had been taunted enough on matters 

ike these; when new appropriations had been formerly asked, 
notby him, but by other departments, after the annual esti- 
mates had been sent in—and by some Senators, also, who now 
seem to live in. rather-glass houses. At first,a certain Charles 
F. Mitcheli—nota listie notorious—went forward in this matter. 
But; when he failed, who next asked for this enormous amount? 
and. who succeeded in obtaining it? The chairman himself, 
{Mr. Evans.]. Not, he admitted, in the same form; but in a 
changed form, more expensive and wasteful, as well as ad- 
mirably adapted to mislead, though, without doubt, not sode- 
signed. -Mitchells resolution contemplated on its face a pur- 
chase of books, and specified the kinds of books.. It provided 
“that the Clerk be directed to procure” the books “from the 
respective publishers; but Mr. Evans’s merely provided that 
-he should furnish them to the members. 

The first form might well alarm, as it expressly looked: to 
buying of the publishers: the last might not alarm, as it did not 
took to buying, if the House'or the Government had enough of 
such booksen hand, One necessarily involved expense, and 
‘was rejected: the other might not, and succeeded. Hence, the 
Senator from Ilinois says, members of the other House have 
informed him they supposed no purchases were to be made. 
“What majortty would, then, have knowingly voted an expense 
of $53,000 like this? 

Again, sir: Mitchell’s resolution, in enumerating the books, 
did not specify the Documentary History, by Clarke and Force. 
But Mr. Evans's, by a change from Mitchell’s, in form, refrained 
from enumerating any particular books, but said, generally, 
such as had been delivered to the preceding House; and thus 
was broad enough to embracea part of Clarke and Force's work, 
which Mitchell had accidentally or designedly omitted. Who 
flung this new ani great burden on an embarrassed Treasury? 
‘Who then apprized the House that they were thus voting 
away $53,000? But would you, sir, and the Senate, believe it, 
that the purchase also appears afterwards to have been made 
S0 ag to extend to volumes of that work which had not been 
even printed, much less distributed, when the former House 
ceased to exist? On this point, certain information had been 
asked, but could not be obtained. Such, however, would seem 
to be the fact, onthe face of these proceedings: for. Congress 
refused to buy the 2 and 3d volumes of that work, as late as 
May, 1840, by yeas and nays, in both Houses;—chere is the rec- 
ord;)—yet it seems likely, froin the account, that these very 
‘volumes have been bought and distributed since March, 1843, 
under this hasty and general resolution of only one House, 
passed near midnight, and nobody, probably, dreaming that it 
‘Was to Cover any part of that work beyond the first volume, or 
any part not already on hand and paid for. This is the appar- 
ent condition of the whole subject. IJow the exact truth may 
be, on this last point, it is hoped the chairman will explain, as 
itisno part of my design to do injustice either to him or the 
reapectabie publishers of that work. 

Mr. W. aaid he differed from some of his friends as to the 
value of that, and some of the other works, in an historical and 
political view. Ile appreciated them highly, and wished 

‘#0 see them properly diffused over the whole’ country; but 
not to be done in a manner ill understood—in a midnight 
Dustle—with Jittle more than a quorum present; under a form 

uestionable in its character, hasty, inconsiderate, and not 
fairly or fully sanctioned by a majority of both {Mouses. 

Strike this clause for books out of the general contingent, 
and take it up in a separate bill, and then all can be put tight 
ag to the past. After that, the ameodment in his han , part of 
which waa offered last Saturday, would put all right as to the 
future. In this course, there was nothing invidious, Then both 
Houses will stand on an equality—both be served alike—both 
obtain works in the same way, and to the same extent, if atall. 
He had never voted for such distributions, and probably never 
should. . But others thought differently from him—acted differ- 
ently—and had their right, as he had his. All he now asked 
was for equal, open, intelligible dealing in both Houses; and on 
all matters, personal as. yell as public. 

. The provisions he should soon move looked to that, and 
regulated this matter by law, for us all, and on the same terms, 

This course would enable us, also, to see if the books now in 
dispute were all purchased, or should have been, considering 
what the Government already owned of some of them; and if 
the prices given were reasonable, looking to the large amount 
bought at once; as well as whether some volumes have not 


been purchased, which did not come within the terms of the - 


resolution of the other House. 

Mr. ARCHER thought, as the question of concealing the ob. 
ject of the appropriation had been mooted, the fair way would 
be to adopt the motion instanter to atrike out the word “books,’? 
and le} a subsequent amendment be made for a distinct appro- 
priation of $53,000 for these books. 

Mr. EVANS had thought of that before; but he could not 
consent to it now, because it was a mere matter of form, and 
would only tend to further delay, as there would be discussion 
raised, not only in the Senate, but in the other House; and the 
whole bill might be lost by it. 

Mr. KING showed that, years gone. by, the Senate had set its 
face against this system of appropriation fordistribution; and if 
the House chose to pursue a different course, the Senate at least 
should interfere, so far as not to give its sanction toit. The Sen- 
ate knew the course to be pursued, and had acted on it; and he 
thought it was now time to use whatever influence it possessed 
in checking the system. As to delay, he had frequently urged 
the propriety of making a distinct appropriation bill early in 
every session, embracing nothing but the ordinary charges of 
the Government; thereby leaving all other appropriations, dis- 
putable in their nature, to become distinctive measures, so that 
they could be examined and adjusted on their own merits. 
He did not suppose any member of the Senate was opposed to the 
payment of a liability properly incurred by the House; but it was 

ighly necessary that all liabilities of the contingent fund should 
be authorized in a correct manner. If the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Finance would not accept the proposition of the Sen- 
ator from Virginia, (Mr. ARCHER ] he himself should offer an 
amendment; that is,in case the motion to strike out the word 
“books” should be adopted. His proposition would be, after 
that.motion should have been adopted, to reduce the sum ap- 


ated ip the clause to 45,395.85; and then fo makea sep- 
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arate appropriation of $53,000, if that be the correct amount 
for these books—stating them in detail. ` i 
Mr. WRIGHT said he was very sorry to find himself com- 
pelled to take any part in this-debate. He hoped, however, it 
was not necessary for him to say that he had no interest in de- 
laying the final action on the bill; nor was it his object to do so. 
But, at the same time, he must say that he was not desirous 
that the proposition which had been just announced to the Sen- 
ate by the Senator from Alabama should be adopted; it was 
quite as unsatisfactory to him, as was the present appropriation 
bill; and he would assign, as‘ briefly as possible, the reasons 
why it was unsatisfactory. The proposition came up as the 


` supply of a deficiency in the contingent expenses of the House 


of Representatives; and he understood the chairman of the 
Finance Committee to say, this morning, that it was in the usual 
form of such appropriations. ; 

Mr. EVANS stated, that what he had said was, that it was 
such an appropriation as was usually made out of the contin- 

ent fund. : 

: Mr. WRIGHT said he believed—and he intended to convince 
the Senate, if he could, that he was correct in that belief—that 
this was the firstattempt to make such anappropriation out of 
the contingent fund; and that wherever such appropriations 
have been made, it has been done by specific grants, uncon- 
nected with the contingent expenses of either House. He (Mr. 
W.)had taken pains to ascertain something of the history of 
legislation upon this subject; and he had found, in the ses- 
sion of 1836, while upon the appropriation bill for that year, 
under the ordinary appropriations for the contingencies of both 
Houses, this item: For furnishing such members of the 
House of Representatives as had not received the same under 
a former order of the House, copies of the Diplomatic Corre- 
spondence, American State Papers, the Register of Debates, 
Elliots Debates, and the registration of the Land Laws; provided, 
that if there were any surplus books, copies of which had been 
distributed to other members, remaining in the library of Con- 
gress, they should be distributed, a copy to each of those mem- 
bers who had not received the same. He (Mr. W.)should never 
forget the circumstance, that when the bill came to the com- 
mittee, a member of that committee, and a respected member 
—the Senator from Missouri—said, “Sink the bill, or strike out 
this provision.” It was at the close of a short session, at the 
expiration of a Congress. The public services of those who 
were to receive the books were almost at an end. Exerting 
upon the Senator from Missouri what personal influence he 
could, he prevailed upon him to permit the committee to report 
the bill. It was reported, and the Senator from Missouri then 
opposed it, in his place; and every member of the committee 
present (and there were but four) signified to the Senate,that if the 
bill were permitted to pass, this should be the end of the action 
of the Senate upon the subject of book appropriations. The 
bill did pass the Senate, and passed the House of Representa- 
tives, and became a law. The question came up once in two 
years. Well, the session of 1839 came on, and what then took 
place? The bill came down to the Senate: there was a vivid 
recollection in this body upon the subject of the book appro- 
priations: there wasthen no attempt to cover up the appro- 
priation under the head of contingencies. 

Mr. EVANS desired to remind the Senator from New York, 
that that was entirely a different work which it was proposed 
to pay for by that appropriation. The appropriation for that 
parpoee could not be paid out of the contingencies of either 


ouse, 

Mr. WRIGHT would follow up the history of the book mat- 
ter a little further, and he hoped the honorable chairman of the 
committee would listen to what he was going to say; and he 
would find that he (Mr. WricHT) was in possession of more jn- 
formation relating to thissubject than was contained in the doc- 
ment before them. He wouid tell them how the Senate acted 
upon this matter. They struck out the whole proposition, and 
sent the bill back amended to the House of Representatives. 
The House refused to concur in the amendments, And the 
Senate then consented to receda from so much of its amend- 
ment as consisted of an appropriation of money unon the 
contract, and insisted upon so muchas struck out the distribu- 
tion of books; and the matter was finally settled upon that 
ground. He would not now enter into a controversy respect- 
ing that contract. It was well known here: The money was 
appropriated under a contract, but they refused to give the 
books to members of Congress. A controversy arose on the 
last night of the session, and late at night, between the two 
Houses; and the fate of the whole civil and diplomatic appro- 

riation bill stood upon the issue of that controversy, The 
Bonate took the mildest possible course, andat last requested a 
conference; the request was granted; the conferees met, and 
the proposition agreed, upon. was this: that Senators should 
have no books; and thatif the House insisted upon having the 
books, they should have them. They did insist: they adopted 
the report of the conferees, as did this body. 

Now, (continued Mr. W.) I come to enter upon an important 
inguiry. Here is a resolution which has passed the House, 
and my attention has been drawn to it within the last ten 
“minutes: That the Clerk of the House be directed to furnish 
to such members as had not already received the same, such 
books as were furnished to members of the last House. Now, 
sir, [have been examining the journals all this morning, and 
I do not find that the last House directed to be furnished to 
themselves any books. - They may, however, have been entitled 
under some of our former laws, for the publishing and dis- 
tributing to the members of the House of Representatives, 
without exception, tothe value of $117 each. But this was to 
furnish those who had not been furnished at the former session, 
But those were not books ordered to he distributed to the mem. 
bers at the last preceding session, except the Documentary 
Tlistory. And the appropriation for that purpose was not made 
by that Congress. And Iask members whether they are pre- 
pared to say, whether the accounts for books furnished to 
members could be properly paid under this resolution. 
Does that contract exist? I say it does not. There is now a 
permanent law—or, at least, 9 joint resolution, which is equiva. 
lent toa law—for the distribution of this Documentary History. 
The honorable chairman has done me a favor by giving me 
a part of the history of the distribution of this work, and I choose 
to continue that history. An item of appropriation Jately pro- 
duced was one of between six and seven thousand dollars 
to Clarke and Force. Now, where are the $1,500 which were 
previously appropriated under the resolution which I have 
before referred to? The resolution of a single House of Con: 
gress Could not reach the case. The books were public prop- 
erty, and must be distributed bylaw. With regard to the State 
papers now within the capitol, you cannot reach them by a 


* yesolution of a single House. The resolution did not authorize 


the Clerk to touch a single volume of those books, but that he 
should go to the publishers and buy others; which Fe did. And 
this brings me to the monstrous abuse which grew out of this 
course of proceeding. The publishers of these works come 
about you with representations of their immense importance to 
the public, andthe impracticability of procuring their publica- 
tion without assistance from the public funds; and we accord- 
ingly, with great liberality, order the publication, and pay for 
it. Well, when the publishers have furnished us fifteen hundred 
or two thousand copies, they take care to print five thousand 
for themselves, at the expense of only the press-work and paper. 
These were rooms in the Capitol now filled with them. They 
undersell us; and they get their copies off. This is the abuse; 
and I now call on the Senator to correct that abuse, Let a com- 
mittee investigate the facts, and report to us; let us clearly 
ascertain the folly of the course we have been pursuing; let us 
pay for what we are obliged. to pay; and let us understand 
what books were properly distributed under the resolution of 
the Senate; and I will be the last man to repudiate the payment 
for those which we ought in reality to pay for. But I desire to. 
know these facts; for I deny that this item of expense has any 
connexion with this bill at all. It is entirely foreign to it. We 
might as well take from the contingent fund a sum of money to 
pay our board bills. Iam perfectly sure that ifthe chairman 
desires to facilitate the passage of the bill, he cannot for- 
ward his v.ews so well ag by acceding at once to this amend- 
ment, x 

Mr. EVANS denied that the Documentary History of the 
Revolution, alluded to by the Senator in the course of his re- 
marks, had any thing todo with the subject. This he explained 
at some length. He contended that the assertion that members 
did not know what they were voting for, was ridiculous, 

Mr. YOUNG observed that he had been positively assured of 
the fact he had stated by several members. 

Mr. EVANS said, if they id not know what they were about, 
they should have known it. He had been urgently solicited by 
more than a hundred members to introduce the resolution. He 
could refer to several instances in which books were printed, 
authorized by resolution of the Senate, and distributed to mem- 
bers of the Senate; and this very session the balance of books 
so authorized had been disposed of—he alluded to Duff Green’s ` ` 
reprint of the Land Laws. 

The Senator says a great many of these books have been 
bought, and are en hand; and asks, why were they not given 
out, Instead of new purchases being made? They are locked 
up In the State Department, and Congress has no control over » 
them: There are no copiesin the possession of Congress, ex- 
cept in the various offices and libraries. - All have been appro. 
priated or used. And asto the nfumber of copies printed for 
epeculation, over and above the number ordered by Congress, 
the Senator was mistaken. There were only 750 copies of 
Gales and Seaton’s books printed, in addition to the 750 ordered 
ty Congress; and these surplus copies have been on hand ten or 
twelve years. The price of them was about $12 a copy; and 
when the Clerk of the House was ordered to provide them, he 
could no nothing else than buy them wherever he could get 
them; and they could not be got for sale any where but where he 
did get them. ` 

Mr. YOUNG reasserted that the gentlemen of the other House 
who had stated the fact to him, of several members not being 
aware that the books were to be purchased, never would have 
suffered the resolution to pass, if they knew its real object. He 
did not mean that all those who had spoken to him on the sub. 
ject had voted for the resolution. Many of them did not. But 
many who did vote for it understood, from the general rumor 
through the House, that they were books already belonging to` 
the Governinent. But he would put the matter in its true Hight, 
by asking the Senator from Maine: Would he say that ifthe rese- 
Jution had been a direct proposition to lay out $63,000 for 
booke, [o be distributed to 117 members, it could haye been 
passe 

Mr. HUNTINGTON pointed out two resolutions adopted by 
the Senate for the distribution of books—the American State Pa- 
pers published by Gales and Seaton. One was on the 14th 
October, 1837, at the special session. 

Mr. WRIGHT knew nothing about these resolutions. He 
could not say that he had or had not sanctioned them, for he 
could not recollect that they had attracted his notice; but if 
such resolutions had been to purchase books for distribution, 
he neyer would have suffered them to pass without his opposi- 

ion. ; 

Mr. WOODBURY observed that he had been shown that 
ever since 1837 the contingent fund had heen restricted to ap: 
proptiations expressly for the ordinary expenses of Congress, 
and “no other.” He referred to the first distribution of the 
Documentary History of the Revolution by the House of Repre- 
sentatives, which was only for one volume; and in 1840 the 
proposition to purchase the second and third volumes of the 

ao nenten History iy negatived, 

Mr. observed that it was ona report of the joi 5 
mittee that $20,000 was allowed in ful} payment for the second 
and third volumes, Itwasan attempt to putan end to an ex- 
isting contract, but it contd not put an end to it, 

Mr VOOD BURY asked why should the Clerk of the House, 
when only authorized to distribute one yo; 

Volumen and dieribute them? lume, purchase three + 
t. EVANS said, if the Clerk transcended his duty, he 
very wrong; but the books had been received and distributed; 
and all he knew was, that Congress had- got to pay for them, 
whether the Clerk had transcended his duty or not. : 
Mr. ARCHER said a few words in favor of the proposition 
to sirike out the books and their amount from this section of the 

liland add a new one as a se arate appropriati 
books; specifically PRIT E Pp PERNO Mr the 

_ The question was then taken by yeas and nays, on the a 
sition to strike out the word books” and resulted-=geue te 
naye gr a ey H 

AS—Messrs. Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, Cuthbert, Ful. 
ton, King, McRoberts, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut Tappan 
Wilcox, Wiliams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—15, k 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choate, 
Conrad, Crittenden, Crafts, Evans, Graham, Henderson Hunt: 
ington, Mangum, Miller, Preston, Rives, Simmons, Smith of 
Breas Whites and Woodbridge—21, ` 

ir. moved to amend the 7th clause, i 
“$52,343 40 of which amount being for books ordered wae 
House of Representatives of the 26th Congress, to be distribut- 
ed eS member or that bady» > en 
. Mr. TAPPAN observed that the act of the House waa direc 
In Confli¢t with that clause of the Constitution whieh gtd 
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that no money shall be drawn from the Treasury except by spe- 
cific appropriation by law. The House, however, regardless of 
this principle of the Constitution, had undertaken, on its own re- 
sponsibility, by simple resolution, to abstract money from the 
Treasury. They had no more right to apply the moneys ap- 
propriatéd for the contingent expenses of the House to the pur- 
chase of books for themselves, than by simple resolution to take 
money from the Treasury for any other purpose. The act was 
void, and should not be sanctioned by his vote in any form. 

` The question was taken on Mr. ARCHER’s amendment, and 
it was adopted. 

___ Mr. WOODBURY then thoved the following amendment: 
Insert, “Provided, That no part of this, or any other appropria- 
tion, be paid for the purchase hereafter of books to be distributed 
among members of Congress, without the previous sanction of 

_ an express law for that purpose; nor shall any books so purehas- 
ed hereafter be paid for, except from a specific appropriation, 

_ enumerating the books and their cost.’ 

_Mr. EVANS did not know that he understood the amendment 
distinctly; but he doubted very much if there was nota great 
deal of phraseology in it which could not be properly intro- 
duced in an appropriation bill. Be did not approve of intro- 
ducing legislation in such a bill. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON asked that the amendment, be read 
again. 

It was read accordingly. 

Mr. EVANS said he was ready for the question. : 

Mr. WOODBURY again explained the object“of the amend- 
ment tu be merely to prevent, in future, appropriations not au- 
thorized by previous Jaws. 

Mr. CALHOUN regarded the resolution of the ather House 
as illegal and unconstitutional, and the conduct of the Clerk as 
unjustifiable in purchasing more booke than authorized; and 
yet the Senate found itself in a condition that the payment 
should be made. He wished to see an énd put to this practice, 
and therefore hoped the amendment would be adopted. 

Mr. ARCHER made a few observations in favor of intro- 
ducing this ttem in a special bill for that purpose. 

The yeas and nays were called for and ordered. 

The question was then taken, and resulted—yeas 17, nays 18, 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs,. Archer, Benton, Ca'hcun, Crafts, Cuthhert, 
Fulton, Henderson. King, McRoberts, Sevier, Smith of Con. 
necticut, Tappan, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and 

oung— 17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choate, Conrad, 
Crittenden, Evans, Graham, Huntington, Mangum, Merrick, 
Miller, Preston, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, White, 
and Woodbridze—18. _ $ 

Mr. WOODBURY observed, that he mentioned the other 
day that he had a few amendments to offer, all of which had in 
view to exclude from the appropriation bilis matters not pre- 
viously sanctioned by law. One was, page 29, after line 678 
toadd to the 195:h clause—“‘And provided further, That no 
part of this appropriation be applied, afier the Ist of July next, 
to the payment of special agents abroad, appointed without the 
consent of the Senate or any act of Congress authorizing it; nor 
for compensation to separate agents appointed in either of those 

. Modes for receiving and transmiiting despatches.” 

He wished to stop any establishment of new and permanent 
Officers, like despatch agents, and on fixed saiaries, without the 
sanction of Congress. Three such were named in the report to 
us at this session, which he held in his hand. Occasional tem- 
porary contingent employments were at times necessary, and 
were not affected by this proposition. He thought, also, that 
a permanent diplomatic agent abroad, like one to Central 
America, named in that report, appointed since the 4th of 
March, 1841, and not nominated to the Senate yet, should not 
be sanctioned. 

The object of the limitation was to have all these regulated 
by law, after allowing due time to suspend their present func- 
tions. He did not wish to embarrass the State Department, or 
incommode our foreign intercourse. - Bul permanent offices, 
and salaries connected with them, should be sanctioned and re- 
gulated by the proper legislative authorities, and not be left to 
the loose and unlimited discretion ofthe Executive, 

Mr. EVANS objected, onthe ground that it wae an attempt 
to legislate in an appropriation bill, All these agents are paid 
out of the contingent fund provided for such purposes, 

Mr. WRIGHT observed that one new kind of office had re- 

cently grown up, sech as that of resident agent at Liverpool, 
wth a salary of $500 a year. This he considered a great 
abuse of the contingent fund 

Mr. PRESTON said it was necessary to put some restraint 
on the practice which had grown up under the late Administra- 
tion, of sending special agents abroad, under various pretences. 
He wished a resolution had called for the practice of the last 
four years, that it might be contrasted with the present prac- 
tice. He understood it was a matter of economy to have a res- 
ident agent at Liverpool attending the steamships, to forward 
despatches, instead of the former practice of sending special 
agents on every occasion which required despatches. He 
should be unwilling to place any inconvenient restrictions on 
the contingent fund. 

Mr. SEVIER moved an adjournment; which was negatived— 
yeas 10, nays 18. 

Mr. WRIGHT. There is no quorum present. 

Mr CALHOUN moved an adjournment—yeas 10, nays 18. 

Mr. TAPPAN contended thatsome restriction ought to be 
put on these drafis through the Executive Department on this 
Contingent fund. He could point out a long list of paupers 
quartered on the contingent fund hy the present Administration, 
of no use to the Government, but merely to sustain them, 
He alluded particularly to one person sent to Central America. 

Mr. WOODBURY also pointed out instances of the kind. He 
read the following list from the message of the President of the 
United States, communicating a report from the Secretary of 
State, showing, in compliance with a resolution of the Senate, 
the number and names of the agents employed by that depart- 
ment without express provision of law, namely: Ist. Agents 
for receiving and transmitting despatches to and from the de- 
partment, and to and from the several legations and consulates 
of the United States: 

Nathaniel Green, at Liverpool, compensation $500 per an- 
num, appointed 7th January, 1842. 
` Daniel Le Roy, at New York, compensation $800 per annum, 
appointed Ist October, 1841. 

Alanson Tucker, jr., at Boston, compensation $800 per annum, 
appointed 24th April, 1841. oo 

The appointment to Central America was William 8. Mar- 
phy, employed as a special agent to Central America since the 


28th day of July, 1841. He isto have the usual allowance in 
such cases—eight dollars per day, and hisnecessary travelling 
expenses, payable out of the appropriation for the contingent 
expenses of intercourse with foreign nations, by euthority of 
the President, by whom he was appointed. > 

Mr. CRITTENDEN did not know whether there was any 
authority for sending out ministers 9 such places as Central 
America; but il there was law for sending Mr. Stevens there, 
under the late Administration, to hunt for a Government, there 
was as much law under the present Administration for sending 
the individual alluded to. 

Mr. WOODBURY asked if the Senator from Kentucky dil 
not know that Mr. Stevens was sent out to exchange the ratifi- 
cations of a treaty made by a former Charge d’Affaires. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN did not know any thing about it; but saw, 
by Mr. Stevens’s work, that he was Minister to Central Ameri- 
ca, and could not find the Government he was sent to. 

Mr. WRIGHT did not ‘conceive the present Administration 
was under any special obligation to adopt the abuses of the late 
Administration; indeed, it was pledged to reform those abuses. 
Tie wouid read a list of new agencies, appointed by this Admin- 
istration, to show the sincerity of the reform. He read a list 
showing that agents for despatches have been established at 
New York, Boston, and Liverpool. He «hen read the list of 
agents elsewhere, as well as newly appointed agents. Two 
cases formerly existed, and three new ones were appointed, with 
a travelling agent in Central America, at eight dollars a day, and 
wavelligs charges. 

The section and amendment were then read. A 

Mr. EVANS obser.vd that the intercourse between this 
country and Europe had been so much facilitated of late years, 
that the Government has found it expedient to have its de- 
spatches forwarded with as much speed as the letters of private 
individuals. He supposed these agents would prove the most 
economical plan of forwarding despatches, 

Mr. WOODBURY took up Mr. Clay’s series of reform and 
retrenchment resolutions, and read from it the 9th, which had 
been adopted by the Senate, as follows: - 

“ Resolved, That the diplomatic relations of the United 
States with foreign powers have been unnecessarily extended 
during the last twelve years, and ought to be reduced.” 

He asked the Senator from Maine, what was the use of pass- 
ing such resolutions, and then making a mockery of them, by 
acting on a direct contrary principle. Instead of “ reducing” 
the diplomatic relations, this Adminisiation was increasing 
them—and that, too, without special authority of law, but 
merely at the pleasure of the Executive, The diplomatic ap- 
propriations under the laie Administration were duly author- 
ized according to law; but here are appointments grounded 
on no pre-existing law. The difference was quite apparent. 

Mr. PRESTON con‘ended that occasional agents were ne- 
cessary, and might be employed by the Executive, according 
to his constitutional function, though not permanently author- 
ized by law; being but temporary in their object, as occasion re» 
quired, At the same time, he was ready to admit that he be- 
lieved there had been too much abuse in this executive power, 
and he thoughtit ought tobe abridged. > 

Mr. WRIGHT and Mr. WOODBURY made a few explan- 
atory observations; after which, the yeas and nays were called 
for, and ordered. _ 

Mr. MERRICK asked the amendment to be read. 

{t was read accordingly. 

The question was then taken by yeas and nays, and resulted 
—yeas }5,naystl. No quorum. . 

r. WRIGHT moved that the Senate adjourn, which was 
agreed to. ` 
And so the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tusspay, May 3, 1842, . 
Mr. PLUMER presented a petition signed by 110 citizens of 
Venango county, Pennsylvania, praying for a protective ta- 


riff. 

Mr. KEIM presented the petition of David Morgan and 27 
others, citizens of Berks county, Pennsylvania, praying an ad: 
ditional duty on foreign leather, coal, iron, hats and shoes, _ 

Also, the petition of Jacob Mast and ‘26 others, of similar 
tenor. 

They were referred to the Committee on Manufactures. 

Mr, ADAMS, on leave given, presented the memorial of cer- 
tain stonecutters (so far as the reporter could hear) of this 
city, praying for work and bread for themselves and families; 
and asking, to that end, an appropriation to enable them to go 
to work on the unfinished public buildings. 

The memorial, on motion of Mr. A., was referred to the Com. 
mittee on Public Buildings. : 
Mr. GORDON, on leave given, from the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions, made adverse reports on the cases of Samuel 

Butler and Jeremiah Wright: ordered to lie on the table, 

Mr. FILLMORE, on leave given, presented certain commu- 
nications from the Navy Department, having reference tothe 
naval appropriation bill reported yesterday: ordered to be 

tinted. 
P Mr. EVERETT moved that the House resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. SAUNDERS gave notice of a motion to reconsider the 
vote by which the House had yesterday resolved to adjourn on 
Thursday next, forthe usual and indispensable purposes of 
general purification. i 

APPORTIONMENT BILL. A 

The motion of Mr. EversTThaving been agreed to, the House 
yegalved itself into Cummitiee of the Whole on the-state of the 
Union, (Mr. ALLEN, of Maine, in the chair,) and fesumed the 
consideration of the bill for the apportionment of Represent- 
atives among the several States, according to the sixth census. 

When the committee rose last evening, the state of the ques- 
tion was as follows: 

Mr. Hasstep, from the Committee of Elections, had moved 
toamend the bill by adding the following as section 2: 

And be it further enacted, That cach State shall be divided, 
by the Legislature thereof, into as many districts, composed of 
contiguous territory, as shail be equal to the number of Repre- 
sentatives to which said State may be entitled in the House of 
Representatives of the Congress of the United States, and that 
each of the said districts shall elect one Representative. 


To which amendment Mr. CAMPBELI, of South Carolina, had 
maved the following amendment: 

That in every case where a State is entitled to more than one 
Representative, the aumber to which each State shall be enti- 


tled under this apportionment shall-be elected by: districts com- 
posed of contiguous territory, equal in number tothe numberof 
Representatives to which said State may be entitled, no.one dis- 
trict electing more than.one Representative.: 7 

Which saidamendment Mr. Hanstep-had, on, behalfiof. the 
Committee of Elections, (as the reporter understood, accepted 
asa modification of the amendment reported from. that come . 
mittee, : ` * z 

Mr. CoLeurrr had then moved to amend the amendment, by 
excepting from the operation thereof the State of Georgia, : 

And the question pending was on the gmendment to the 
amendment. : ie? 

Mr. FERRIS, after a recapitulation of the grounds gone 
over by him yesterday before yielding’to a motion for adjourn- 
ment, said that he entertained no fears ofa combination of the 
larger to oppress and overwhelm the smaller States. Even. if 
such a purpose could be cherished, the Constitution had pro- 

vided a sufficient check, by giring the States equal votes in the 
other. end of the Capitol: there, the population of a State might 
be but one-twenty-fifth ofthat of another State, (as was the case 
in regard tosome of the smaller States,) but her voice told egual- 
ly, in the passage of all laws, with thatof her larger neighbor. If 
the object of this amendment was to reduce the larger States, in 
the House of Representatives, to an equality with the ematiery 
the purpose was a bad one, and involved a reflection on the 
wisdom of the Constitution, which had provided for an equality 
of State representation elsewhere, but had intended that, in this 
body, popular representation should be secured. Should such. 
a purpose be consummated, ita only effect Would. be to spread 
the seeds of dissatisfaction among the great States, and. must 
contain the germe of its own ultimate defeat, The larger States 
had adopted the district system from motives. partly of conve» 
nience and parily of policy: perbaps that the voice of minori- 
ties might have its due weight and importance—perhaps that 
sectional interests might all be heard. Mr. F. said that, in the 
main, he approved ofthe district system; but, if the power of 
Congress should be brought upon his own State to deprive her 
of that weightto which her amount of population entitled her 
on this floor, he should feel it his duty to sustain her rights: he 
should feel bound, asa citizen and Representative of the State 
of New York, to insist that her citizens should enjoy equal 
rights with the citizens of every other State—no moye an 
less. She claimed no more; she would be content with no less. 
She had submitted, without complaining, to the constitutional 
check imposed upon her power by the constitution of the Sen- 
ate; and should she ever be found conspiring to oppress her 
weaker associates, that check would be interposed and effect- 
ually ermployed against her. 

Mr. F. declined going further into the relative merits of ther 
two systems of election. If Congress had power to enforce the’ 
one upon the States, it had power to enforce the other, Jt was 
dangerous to evoke such a power from its latent state: though 
it might suit the purposes of one party today, it could be em~» 
ployed with equal ease to secure the ends of the opposite party 
TOMO TON: and it was peculiarly so as it rested on construction. 
merely. 

This brought Mr. F. to the constitutional question, the dis~ 
cussion of which formed the bady of his speech. He said he 
had looked into the language of the Constitution for the exist- 
ence of a power to district the States, and he could find no suche 
power there: no plain man, reading the 4th article of that in« 
strument with an unbiassed mind, could, he should euppose, sees 
any thing like it: every such man would take the article to refer 
to the mode of performing the act itself of electing Representax 
tives, and to this alone. $ , 

There were two rules which governed himin the interpreta- 
tion of the Constitution, ‘The first was to take the words in their 
ordinary acceptation, as they were used in common parlance. 
by those who understood the English language; the second was, 
g0 to interpret its language that every word employed should 
have a meaning. 

Mr, F. sat out by taking a distinction between the manner of 
representing the States of the Union in Congress, and the mane: 
ner of choosing their Representatives. Me thought the distinc- 
tion asound one and weil founded. The mode of representing 
a State in Congress, respected the use by that Siate of the dise 
trict or general ticket systema; the mode of choosing Represent« 
atives had to do with the circumstances connected with the act 

ot choosing them. What was the meaning of “election?? It 
waa the act of choosing. Mr F. here quoted (as was under« 
stood) Johnson’s English Dictionary, from which he read the 
several definitions of the word. He thereupon insisted that 
when the Constitution gave a power to regulate the mode of 
holding elections, it meant a power to regulate the act itself of 
choosing Representatives. i A 

The Convention had inserted the word “holding” in the words 
of the article; this had not been noticed in the debate, nor had 


due importance been given to the word in the arguments of 


gentlemen. “The times, places, and manner of holding elec- 
tions for Senators and Representatives, shall be prescribed in 
each State by the Legislature thereof,” &c. When he con- 
sidered the great minds concerned in the formation of this in- 
sirnment, the collisions of thought produced by the comparison 
of their respective opinions, and the length of time the work 
was under their hands, he could not suppose they introduced 
words which were of no weight ot importance. “Holding” an: 
election certainly referred to what was done in performing the 
act of choice; and it was regulations In reference to this alone 
which Congress had power to “make or alter.” Ie traced the 
progress of this particular clause as it was originally proposed 
and subsequently modified in the Convention. It had at first 
been proposed that the General Government should shave a 
negative on the legislation of the States; the cause of which was 
that some of the States had interfered on the subject of treaties. 
{Mr. F. here read from the journal and debates of the Conven- 
tion until he had come up to the resolution proposed by suite 
Pinckney, which provided that Representatives shoni be 
chosen by the people of the States in such manner as Gi e Legis- 
latures should direct.] This had been subsequently al one ? 2 
as to give Congress a power to alter the regulations adopte by 
the State Legislatures; but as to what? As o e aueetior 
whether their Representatives should be elected by districts or 
by general ticket? Not at all; but as to the details accompany, 
ing the act of choosing them by the people. (Me. F. here quote 
Mr. Madison’s speech on this modifica ion of Mr. Pinckney E 
reposition, and insisted that it bore ont his view fully. Mr. 
‘adison spoke, indeed, of “districts;” but not. of Congressional 
diatricts—of districts which had previously existed in the States 
for State elections, or which might be established by the Legis- 
Jature; but he spoke not a word of districting the States by 


Congress.] 


4 


oo Miri Fi said thavno man‘entertained. a ‘more profound vene- 
ration forile sages who draughted our national: Constitution 
-ithan“he did Whenever they expressed their opinions on sub- 
jects connected with: Goverament, they were to be heard with 


> Wery grear deference; but he did non nevertheless, hold himself - 


And: one reason which the: more 


‘bound ‘by those opinions: ; 


“fully relieved his: ‘mind from: such: obligation was, that: these - 


great and patriotic men were known to differamong themselves; 

» Sgomeof them: verged almost . towards radicalism itself, while 
others had-a ‘leaning quite:as strong to the forms òf monarchy, 
sulhder :which: they. had‘ been: brought: up. ; Their individual 
opinions were influenced accordingly ; and in estimating their 
sweight, this was'always (o' be keptin view. The opinion of the 


3 ody was one thing, that. of individuals: was another. . 


‘Mri Madison had been supporting, not expounding, the amend- 
vimentin question, {Here Mr.F. again quoted a speech of Mr. 
‘Madison, ‘in order to shaw that. when the Constitution declared 
‘that. Congress. might, “at anytime, by law, make or alter such 


~yegulations”. as the State Legislatures had made in relation to ` 


the: mode, &c., of holding elections, it meant that Congress, if 
-the States had made improper regulations oa this subject, 
“mMightalter them; but: the power to “make” regulations was 
snottorbe exercised by Congress, unless the States should neglect 
.or refuse to make them. In either case, the States must first 
sect. °. : ite : 
# tae F, contended that it was as fair to refer to contempora- 
neous history for the purpose of limiting and restricting a pow- 
er in the Constitution ag of establishing it. Ifa power could be 
‘madeg by construction, it might be qualified by construction ; 
cand iust so with contemporaneous testimony, 

The States must first act: they must establish some mode by 
Which Representatives should be appointed, They were to 
“prescribe” the times, places, é&c., of holding elections. To 
Prescribe, according to the derivation of the word, was “to 
‘write’ before.” If what they wrote was wrong, Congress must 
‘alter jt. Phe power to make regulations on this subject was 
givento Congress aya conservative power, from necessity, that 
the Government might go on; but the power to district the 
States was. nduthus necessary as a conservative power, because 
the Government could: go on whether the States were dis- 
‘tricted ornot.-' ‘The character of the men, the majority of such 
a body ag.the Convention, forbade the idea that they meant to 
pee re tie people by giving them an instrument containing 
hidden powers that they never suspected, and which were to be 
drawn-out of it by construction, by implication, and by resort 
to contemporaneous history. Mr. t. nextadverted, on the sub- 
ject of contemporaneous expositions, to the acts of the various 

State conventions: these were parties to the instrument, and 
their constructions of it were of weight in the question, Their 
understanding had been very different from what was proposed 
inthis amendment; and, after that exposition had been acqui- 
esced in for mors than halfacentury, without remonstrance or 
complaint, to call up a latent power by implication, to scatter 
firebyands among the States, to multiply causes of disunion, 
was, to say the least of it, most unwise. 

Mr. F, disclaimed all intention of impugning the purity of 

the motives of those who had introduced the amendment, or 
their sagacity; they might be much wiser than he; but:he must 
still insist that, inexpounding the Constitution, we ought toad- 
here to the plain and ordinary use of its language. If a plain 
mechanic were asked “ what is the manner of holding elec. 
tions in your State? he would describe what passed at the 
patls—the minutia—the details of choosing the State Represen- 
talives to Congress; he would not understand the question as 
referring to the district aystem or the general ticket system : 
he would go into the modus operandi, 
' Gentlemen said it was quite immaterial what might be the 
action of the States on this subject: the only effect of their 
refusing to mark out districts would be, that they would remain 
unrepresented in Congress, This seemed in their eyes a thing 
of very Jittls weight or consequence. But, suppose all the 
Status should thus refuse—(and such might be the case, should 
State pride take the alarm, and repudiate this assumption of 
Federal power)—then all would be unrepresented, and then— 
the Government would be at an end. Would this, too, bea 
small matter? He rather supposed the gentlemen would think 
this a thing of some little importance. 

Mr.F. now took up, in succession, the several reasons given 
Yestorday by Mr, HALSTED, as having induced the Committee 
of Blections to report this amendment to the House, and ar- 
gued to show that they had no force. As to the first—namel y, 
the effecting of uniformity in elections throughout, the states— 
the measure proposed would effect no such thing, There 
would-be uniformity neither in the time nor the mode, save in 
this one respect,—that all would elect by districts. Had they 
proposed a single day for the election throughout the Union, 
more of unifocmity would have been attained, and much good 
probably effected: the alleged process of “colonizing” would at 
least have been greatly prevented. Butthey had aimed at uni- 
tormuty in one thing only, Neither did their amendment accom- 
plish an equality of rights, nor advance the influence of the 
democratic principle. Mr. F. strenuously insisted that its 

effect would be the direct contrary, Besides, how could Congress 
possess the requisite local knowledge to go into the operation 
uf laying off districts within the States? Would any contend 
that they were in circumstances to do this as the State Legisla- 
tures could? 

A gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Pexpiston] had admired the 
unanimity of the committee on the expediency of exerting the 
power of Congress, if such power did exist, in establishing the 
district. system. Scarcely a man had contended for electing by 
general ticket. True;but the amendment directed the States, 


dictated to a sovereign and independent legislative power: if 


Congress had power to do this, the pvo the States wasj so 
far annulled. If their power was cofttrolled by a power of su- 
perior authority, then it was completely absorbed in that greater 
power, and had no longer any existence. Power implied will; 
and there could be only one operative will in its exercise. The 
action of Congress was only to be put forth when the States did 
not act, 

As to the question of expediency, Mr. F. would not go much 
into it. The district system had met with approbation gener- 
ally among the States, though there were a few who, for pe- 
collar reasons, adhered ta the general ticket mode, It did not 
follow ‘that the same mode was always best in the same State; 
at onetime one of the nodes might be preferable, and another 
ät another. Ia cases, for example, where there were no sec- 
‘onal interests involved: or where ali were swallowed ina great 
ant génetal question Ike that of war and peace; and when 
itdiaptand united action was demanded by the national honor:— 
then the general ticket mode of election might, for the time, be 


ias 
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` most for the public good.: Orif:a State wasin danger, from 
E) 


combinations against ‘her, of losing her just’ weight in the pub- 
lie councils; nen the: general ticket system might, ‘in self-de- 
fence, become necessary. <The States should be left free to 
judge and to act for themselves. = 

The amendment now proposed went injuriously to affect the 
district from which Mr.F. came. Owing toa law of popula- 
tion which governed all great cities in all countries, which was 
found operating in all the larger capitals of Europe,as wellas 
in the mere populous of our own cities, the inhabitants.came 
to be distributed in. peculiar classes. in different parts of the 
same city, according to their occupations and condition in life, 
The commercial portion of the community would establish- 
itself in one quarter, the manufacturing in ariother, the fashion- 
able and wealthy in another. 

This was. the. case in New York.. The four delegates she 
now had were chosen from the city at large; so would the six 
be to which she would probably bé -entitled by the ratio to be 
established in this bill. But if the amendment should prevail, 
the city must be subdivided, and one come from each district. 
This would operate there with peculiar severity. In country 
places it would not so much be felt; but wherever a dense popu- 
lation existed, its operation would be very severely felt. Why 
should Congress interfere with things as they siood? Why 
venture on a measure calculated to wound State pride, and 
stir up embittered feelings, when there were alrea(ly too many 
causes for dissension? Why net leave the States in: possession 
of a power they had held undisturbed for more tharchalfa cen- 
tury, and which they had never abused? . 

After thanks for an indulgent heai.ag, and congratulation on 
the good feeling which had marked the whole debate, Mr. F. 
resumed his seat 

Mr. ATHERTON said he should not have ventured to ob- 
trude himself on the committee, provided he had not conceived 
this to be a question of very great importance; and were it not 
one which the State which he had the honor in part to repre 
sent might be considered as peculiarly interested, inasmuch as 
it had pursued a course, in the choice of its Representatives, dif- 
ferent from many other States. He conceived, then, in the first 
place, that, admitting the power of districting the States to exist 
in Congress, this amendment did not propose an exercise of that 
power, butamounted to a direction to the States to do it. This bill 
would not districtthe States. He denied the correctness of the 
position of Mr. Evererrt, that it would execute itself. How 
would it execute..itself? Only by depriving non-complying 
States of their representation in Congress, This was not dis- 
tricting the States: it was commanding and threatening them: 
it was an order, and an order of the most imperious character, 
proceeding from a domineering spirit on the part of the ¥ederal 
Government, 

As to the reply that this amendment no more commanded 
action by the States than the bill itself did, when it declared 
how many constituents should elect a Representative, it did not 
apply; because the act of apportionment was required. of Con- 
gress by the Constitution, and was to be the guide of the States 
In ejecting Representatives, To neglect to apportion Rep- 
resentatives, would be to abandon their duty, and violate their 
oaths; but the Constitution nowhere required Congress to dis- 
trict the States, or to declare that, if the State Legislatures did 
not co it, the States must remain unrepresented. 

He next adverted to a position of Mr. BARNARD, that the pow- 
er to elect Representatives to Congress was a delegated power, 
and wouldnot be possessed by the States unless given them b 
this clause of the Constitution. Ie insisted that the term “del. 
egated pewer” was inapplicable to a State, 

Mc. BARNARD explained. When up before, the analogy 
of the powers held by contts had been in his mind, and he had 
used Janguage borrowed from the language of thecourts. He 
had said that the power of regulating the time, place, and man- 
ner of holdingfelections, was original in the States; that the 
power was also original in the General Government; in addi- 
tion to which, it was, in the latter, appellate andultimate. Both 
the States and the General Government derived it from the Con- 
stitution alone. . . 

Mr. ATHERTON denied this position to be correct, and insist- 
ed that the States would have had the power to send Representa. 
tives to Congress, if this clause of the Constitution had never been 
written, There was another clause which covered the case; it 
was this: “The House of Representatives shall be composed of 
members chosen every second year by the people of the several 
States.” This conveyed the power. ` The States possessed ple- 
nary power to regulate their own elections in any manner they 
pleased; and would continue to possess it, unless they delegated 
it to the General Government. They had not done this, save in 
an extreme Case, to preserve the Government from destruction. 
Dividing the States into districts was not necessary to the pre- 
servation of the Government. from destruction, and therefore 
he never could believe that it was the intention of the Constitu- 
tion to confer on Congress any such power, He therefore’ 
viewed the power with caution and jealousy. He held there 
wasa distinction hetween election districts and Congressional 
districts. An election district was wherever votes were given 

in, and several of them might exist within one Congressional 
district. 

He denied that the power of districting was derived to Con- 
gress from the word “time,” or the word “place,” in the clause 
so often quoted; though, if the power existed, it would more 
naturally follow from the use of the word “place”? than the 
word “manner. Lhe word “manner,” as here used, referred 
to the mode of preparing and giving the votes at an election, 
and had nothing to do with Congressional districts. It referred 
to the mode of electing their Representatives, whether by ballot 
or viva voce, - 

After alluding briefly. to the remarks of Mr. King, read there 
a few days since, he read extracts from ‘the remarks of Mr. 
Davies, in the North Carolina convention for the adoption of 
the Constitution, to show that the word “manner” was under 
stood, as he (Mr. ATHERTON) now understood it, to mean either 
viva voce election, or election by ballot. He also quoted from 
a speech of Mr. Steel, in the same convention, to the same 
effect. Thus, he contended briefly, from the words of the 
Constitutioh and the contemporaneous constructions of that in- 
strument, that the power to divide the States into districts was 
not intended te be included in the powers given to the General 
Government, 

Admitting. for the purpose of argument, that this power was 
included in the power over the times, places, and manner of 
holding elections; he contended still, from the wordgof the Con- 


stitution itself, that this power was never intended to devolve | 


on the General Government under circumstances like the pres- 
ent. The words of the clause implied this, evidently, as was 


K spi 

forcibly stated by the gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Pope.) 
It was intended that the States should have the right to exercise 
this power, which they could exercise with so much more con. 
venience and satisfaction to their own people. Only incases of 
absolute necessity, the General Government should be obliged 
to take it to themselves, He laid it down as a settled principle, 
that power was never to be exercised by any Government un- 
less where it was clearly needed. When a Government exer- 
cised a power when its exercise was not needed, on an occasion 
not contemplated, it wasan abuse of power. A power exer- 
cised when it was not needed, was a doubiful power. So far 
as any Government departed from this principle, šo far 1t ape 
proached to a tyrannical Government. Most especially was 
this the case in a limited Government, like ourown, where ‘the 
exercise of power operated not only on individuals, but Of S06- 
reign States. The intention of the States in forming this’ Gov- 
ernment, wasto give to the General Government only such 
powers as were clearly and indispensably necessaryjlo its existe 
ence. z ; : 
This was an extreme and ultimate power (ifthe power rest- 
ed at all in this clause) only to be exercised in cases of absolute 
necessity. This appeared net only from the protests of the 
States receiving the Constitution, but from all ‘the debates in 
the conventions of the States. Ifthe power existed, the exer- 
cise of iton the present occasion would be such as hail never 
been contemplated. This clause of the Constitution was view- 
ed with morë alarm by the several States than any other; and 
thisalarm Was only quieted by the assertion of the friends of the 
Constitution, that this power was only intended to be exercised 
when it was absolutely necessary to ensure the perpetuation, 
and prevent the dissolution, of the Government, by the neglect 
of the States to choose their Representatives to this House, 

He referred to the Federalist, and to the debates in the sever- 
al conventions of Massachusetts, North Carolina, Virginia, and 
Pennsylvania, for ratifying the Constitution, showing the dan- 
gerous tendency that was apprehended from this clanse to a 
consolidation in the General Government; that it was consider- 
ed an extreme ultimate power; thatit was absurd to suppose 
that Congress would ever undertake to exercise it, unless the 
Siates refused or neglected to perform their duty in theelection 
of Representatives, &c. 

The genueman from New York (Mr. BARNARD] had referred 
to Mr. Madison’s construction of the Constitution, and had 
placed particular emphasis on his declaration that this clause 
was designed to produce uniformity and prevent dissolution. 
Uniformity in representation was, that each Staté should be 
represented. By all the able commentators of the Constitution, 
he believed this view was taken. Judge Story, ex-Chancellor 
Kent, and all, agreed that this was an ultimate, extreme power, 
never to be exercised unless in cases of necessity, or for pre- 
venting the dissolution of the Government for want of repre- 
sentation, when the States should neglect to perform the duty 
imposed on them in regulating the times, places, and manner 
of holding elections. Should they say to the States, You haye 
not failed vo perform this duty; yet we have cheated you to the 
adoption of the Constitution, and now we will exercise this 
power, never contemplated by the framers of the Constitution 
to be exercised, and concerning which you were told by the ad- 
vocates of the Constitution that it was absurd to suppose it ever 
would be exercised ? 

But the gentleman from New York [Mr. BARNARD] could not 
avoid the conclusion, from all the debates in the convention, 
that this was an extreme and ultimate power; and yet went on 
by most prodigious strides, and arrived at the conclusion that 
the States had already failed in such a manner as to justify the 
interposition of the power of the General Government, "Wag 
this fact? What failure had there been? The gentleman had 
said it was that the States chose seme of their Representatives 
by the general ticket system, Iad he not as good right to say 
that they had failed because some of them chose by districts, 
and not by the general ticket system? He had an equal right to 
conzider this a failure on the part of tiie States. The people 
had not called for that extreme exercise of power; that issue had 
not been made before them. 

The gentleman from New Jersey, (Mr. HALSTED,] it seemed 
to him, was in some difficulty in attempting to account for.the 
various amendments to the Constitution which had been offered 
relative to thissubject. The gentleman had acknowledged that 
amendments had been offered to give the General Government 
power to oblige the States to send Representatives by districts, 
and had undertaken to say that, although Congress had the power 
to do this, yet these amendments were introduced because they 
wanted the power permanent. 

The gentleman trom New Jersey had said, if the large Statea 
chose by the general ticket system, they would be influenced by 
caucuses and dictation—that a few would govern these States, 
His argument furnished the best answer to this. If this would 
be the effect, it was evidence enough to show thatit would never 
he adopted, because the people would be opposed to it. If this 
was the effect of the general ticket system, and they did not dis- 
trust altogether the power of the people to govern themselves, 

would they not leave it to them to repudiate the system? There 
was no necessity for the exercise of this ultimate and extreme 


. power, 


The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. PENDLETON] had said that 
frauds were exercised under the present system, and thatthe 
district system would remedy them, He (Mr. A.) had known 
far more instances of frauds exposed in elections by districts 
than by the general ticket. Nothing in the world would more 
conduce to most abominable frauds and pipe laying, than, for 
instance, to divide New York city into wards for election of 
members of Congress. 

If it was so important that our elections should be by dis. 

_ tricts with regard to Representatives—if it was contemplated 
by the framers of the Constitution—why was it not of as much 
importance with regard to electors? It had been said by gen. 
tlemen that their States were in favor of the district system. 
If they were, letthem have it. But if they undertook to move 
and stir up this long dormant power, (if the power existed,) 
they would subject their people to the general ticket {system 
aanst their wili, Letthe people of the States vote as they 
wished. 

The gentleman from New York [Mr. Friimorz] had seemed 
to suppose that it would be considered strange that he, a mem- 
ber from one of the large States, shonld be wiling to give up 
this matter to the General Government. It appeared ‘that the 
large States had adapted the general district system, and, mstead 
of depriving the large States of their power, it would be but 
adopting the plan they had themselves chosen, and. depriving 
the small States of their power. > 

It had been argued that if the large States chose- by districts 
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—— memean ; 
and the small: States by general ticket, the smal! States would 
have-too “much power. These were inconsistent positions. 
One argument was, that they deprived the large. States of 
power; andanother was, that they were giving them power by 
mi amendment. He was willing to leave it to the States them- 
Beves, 

The gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. HarsrED} had argued 
that there wasno auch thing as the general ticket system in 
Gueat Britain. He(Mr- A Jdid not suppose there was any thing 
g0 analogous in our representation to that of England as to af- 
ford ap-argument, 


‘an extreme ultimate power before the occasion arrived for it. 
If he wanted to make Congress supreme like the Britis Par- 
lament; then there wouid be no need of regarding State rights; 
and. by adopting this amendment, they would at once approxi- 
‘mate to-what the gentleman considered as a perfect model--the 
system of the British G -vernment. 

The gentleman from New York had argued that there should 
be uniformity. There could not be. What uniformity was 
mpre desirable than that the qualifications of electors should 
De similar? and yet the General Government had no power to 
alter these qualifications. The inference to his mind was irre- 
sistible, that it was intended that the States should regulate their 
elections according to their peculiar feelings and character, and 
reserve this power to be exercised by this Government oaly in 
extreme cases, : 

How was it with tue first Congress held after the adoption of 
the Constitution? The members from Penrsylvania in that 
Congress were elected by general ticket. Where was theuni- 
formity in Massachusetts, which elected part of her Represen- 
tatives by general ticket, and part by the district system? Some 
two.or three States in the first election after the adoption of 
the Constitution chose by districts; butgenerally the Represen- 
tatives were elected by general ticket. Where was the uni- 
formity then? Suppose in 1792 or 93, a bill had been introduced 


into this House commanding the States to elect by the general ` 


district system. After all the debate i3 which it was contended 
that this power was never to be exercised except in case of ex- 
treme necessity, would it not have been considered a breach of 
faith on the part of the General Government, and an enorm- 
ous abuse of power? No emergency existed now for the exer- 
cise of this extreme and doubtful power. 

“He had intended to say something further im regard 
to the incongruity of this amendment in the bill. He did not 
consider that it was properly germane tothe matter, and the 
worst results might follow its adoption, as explained by the gen. 
tleman from Maryland, {Mr W. C. Jonnson.] Those opposed 
tothe particular rate adopted, would combine with those op- 
posed tothe amendment, and defeat the bill altogether. 

“Mr. YOUNG, of New York, obtained the floor, (it now waunt- 
ing but ten minutes to 2 o’clock.) 

r. Y. said the time had gone by when an argument could be 
‘made; and ifthe committee desired to vote at once, he wovld 
forego making any remarks. [Cries of “Go ahead.”] Mr. Y., 
‘after some conversation, yielded the floor to— 

Mr. SAMPSON H. BUTLER, who said he had always con- 
sideyed that if there was any question settled by the express 
terms of the Constitution, it was the power of Congress over 
thia whole subject. It was as easy to makea constitutional 
question of this, as on the point raised by a gentleman from Vir- 
ginia some years since—that it was not constitutional to call the 
ayes and noes, because yeas and nays was the term mentioned 
io the Constitation. When a proposition of this kind was started 
in this House, he did not stop to inquire whether it emanated 
from one pariy or the other; but the question was, whether it 
‘was constitutional; and, ifso, whether it was expedient. This 
power was as expressly given by the Constitution as any 

ower. 

Tt had been alleged by the gentlemen fram Georgia {Mr. Cor- 
anrrr) and Alabama. [Mr.PAyNe ] that the General Government 
should not exercise this power, because it would interfere with 
the qualifications of members. If this was true, all the States, 
except Georgia, New Jersey, New Hampshire, and those which 
adopted the general ticket system, had been preceeding uncon- 
atitutionally, because they had made their elections under the 
district system. ‘The whole power over this subject was derived 
from Congress. The States originally had ne power, because 
the General Government did not exist, and there was no neces. 
sity. for such a power. Could it be contended that the States 
had this power, and the General Government had not? As a. 
Jegal question, it involved such absurdity that it required no 
argument. On the greund of principle and equity, the agent 
should not be stronger than the principal. If it was right to do 
it for the States, it followed thatit must be right for the Govern- 
ment. ; 

He not only believed the amendment constitutional, (and he 
had not time now to go into the constitutional argument,) but 
believed it was good policy. He thought there never was a 
more aristocratic, anti-republican measure, than that which 
gentlemen attempted to adopt by the general ticket system, by 
which it was put in the power of one vote merely, in this coun- 
try, to control the whole balance of legislation. If they adopted 
tle general ticket system, they would have nearly one and a 
half million of the inhabitants of New York unrepresented on 
this floor. Was that right, just, or republican? Republican- 
ism was, to have the greatest possible number represented here. 
Tf he could fill up this hall with his own party, by adopting the 
general ticket system, he would not do it; because he believed 
it would result in the ultimate ruin of this country and the pros- 
tration of liberty. The general ticket system would introduce 
the caucus system universally throughout the country. 

THE FINAL ACTION. 3 ; 

The hour of two having arrived, the committee, in execution 
of the order of the House yesterday adopted, proceeded to vote 
on all amendments pending. or that mighs be offered, (Mir. BuT. 
LER having just entered on bis argument } , 

Mr. B.acquiesced in the decree which cut him of. and was 
understood to express his intention to take the Hberty of wrimg 
out the remarks he had intended t0 submit. 

The question was then taken, firston the amendment of Mr. 
Conauirr, excepting from the operation of che modified amend- 
mentof Mr. Harsreo “the State of Georgia m 

Which amendment was rejected. z ý 

And the question recurring on the said modified amend- 


ment— ; 
Mr, ROOSEVELT moved to amend the amendment by adding 
thereto the following proviso: 
& Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be construed 
sv asto require the subdivision of a single city or county, or to 
prevent the annexation of a county, having too smaila popula- 


It would resemble the British system much. 
‘more than the American sysiem for this Government to exercise , 


tion for one Representative, to an adjacent county, as one dis- 
trict, with mere than one Representative.” 

Which amendment was rejected. 3 

Eee then, by ayes 95, noes 92, the modified amendment was 
agreed to. : 

‘Mr. EVERETT then moved toamend the bill by striking out 
all after the enacting clause of the first section, and inserting 
the following - j 

“ That from and afier the third day of March, one thousand 
eight hundred and forty-three, the House of Representatives 
shall be composed of members elected agreeably to the ratio 
that shall in each State nearest approximate to the ratio of one 
Representative for every sixty-two thousand persons in each 
State, computed according to the rule prescribed by the Con 
stitution of the United States; that is to say : within the Siate of 
Maine eight, within the State of New Hampshire five, within the 
State of Massachusetts twelve, within the State of Rhode Islend 
two, withia the State of Convecticut five, within the State of 
Vermont five, within the State of New York thirty-nine, within 
the State of New Jersey six, within the State of Pennsyivania 
twenty-eight, within the State of Delaware one, within the State 


of Maryland seven, within the State of Virginia seventeen, with- ` 


in the State of North Carolina eleven, within the State of South 
Carolina eight, within the State of Georgia nine, within the 
State of Alabama eight, within the State of Mississippi five, 
within the State of Louisiana five, within the State of Tennessee 
twelve, within the State of Kentucky eleven, within the State 
of Bhio twenty-five, within the State of Indiana eleven, within 
the State of Ilinois eight, within the State of Missouri six, with- 
in the State of Arkansas two, within the State of Michigan 
three.” 

The CHAIRMAN said the motion was not in order, 

Mr. EVERETT inquired on what ground the Chairman so 
decided? 

The CHAIRMAN said that the grounds were so much better 
stated in the parliamentary law than he could state them, :ha 
he would read that portion which related to the subject. ‘The 
Chairman then read as follows. 

“Butif it had been carried affirmatively to strike out the 
words and to insert A, it could not afterwards be permitted to 
strike out A and insert B. ‘The mover of B should have noti. 
fied, while the insertion of A was under debate, that he would 
move to insert B. In which case, those who preferred it would 
join in rejecting A. 

“After A is inserted, however, it may be moved tostrike out 
a portion of the original paragraph, comprehending A, pro- 
vided the coherence to be struck out be s^ substantial as to 
make this effectively a different proposition.” 

Mr. EVERETT expressed his intention to renew the ameod- 
ment in the House, and to test the sense of the House on the 
point of order t 

The committee then rose aud reported the bill, as amended, 
to the Fouse, , 

And the question being on concurring with the committee 
in its amendments— 

Mr. EVERETT moved the amendment before referred to. 

The SPEAKER (as the chairman of the committee had 
done) decided the amendment to be out of order. 

Mt. EVERETT appealed from the decision. 


A brief discussion followed, in which Messrs: EVERETT, 
FILLMORE, UNDERWOOD, BRIGGS, and the SPEAKER 
patticipated. 

When Mr. LINN moved to lay the appeal on the table. 

Mr. EVERETT asked the yeas and nays; which were re- 
fused. 

Mr. WISE desired to be informed by the Speaker whether 
the effect of laying the appeal on the table would not simply be 
to sustain the decision of the Chair? i 

The SPEAKER replied in'the affirmative. 

The question was then taken, and, by ayes 95, noes 74, the 
appeal was Jaid on the teble. 


Mr. THOMPSON. of Indiana, then move to concur with the 
Commi tee of the Whole on the state of the Union in the amend. 
ment striking out 50,179, and fixing the ratio at 68,500, [subse- 
Haan modified to read 75,000, and again modified to read 
70,680. 

Mr. orrs raised the question of order. 

The SPEAKER decided the proposed amendment to be out 

{ order. 
i Mr. THOMPSON appealed from the decision. 

The decision was opposed briefly by Messrs. THOMPSON 
and EVEREIT. — B k 

Mr. WISE moved the previous question on the appeal. 

The SPEAKER stated the grounds of his decision. 

After which, the question on the demand of Mr. Wise for the 
previous question was taken. 

‘And there was a second. 

‘And the main question (on the appeal) was ordered to be 
taken. . 

Mr. WISE asked the yeas and nays thereon; which were or- 
dered. 

After a remark from Mr. ADAMS, (expressing his intention 
to vote to sustain the decision of the Chair)—_ < 

The question, “Shail the decision of the Chair stand as the 
judgment of the House?” was taken, and decided in the negative: 
Yeas 86, nays 100. 

So the decision of the Speaker was reversed, and the amend- 
mentof Mr. THOMPSON. of Indiana, was decided to be in order. 

Mr. MORGAN moved the previous question. i 

Mr. EDWARDS, of Missour, asked Mr. M. to withdraw the 
demand, to enable him (Mr. E.) to offer an amendment, under 
the pledge of renewing the mouon. 

Mr. MORGAN declined to do so. i 

‘And the question being taken on the demand for the previous 
question, there was a second Mr. EVERETT asked the yeas 
and nays on ordering the main question; which were refused. 

And the main question was ordered to be taken. | y 

And the main qnrestion wis, firs. on the motion of Mr. 
Tompson, of Indiana, to amend the amendment of the Com: 
mittee of the Whole on ihe state of the Union, by striking out 
the ratio of 50,179, and inserting in lieu thereof the ratio of 
70.630 i , , 
Mr. THOMPSON (desirous, he said, to meet the views of 
as many meinbers as possinie) wished to modify his amend- 
ment. . A 

The SPEAKER decided that, the main question having been 
ordered, it was notin the pewer of the gentleman to modify 
his amendment; [though he had the power to withdraw it.) 


mitting that it had been the uniform practice of the House to 


Mr. EVERETT appealed from the decision of the Chair; sub-:: 


allow a proposition to be modified at any time before the final 
vote was taken, E : ee 

Mr BOTTS rose to controvert that fact. a : 

The SPEAKER said the appeal was not debatable, the pre- 
vions question having been called and the. main question or- 

Mr. EVERETT asked the yeas aiid nayson the appeal. > 

My. W. C. JOHNSON moved that the appeal be aid on the 
tables Which motion being agreed to, the appeal was laid. on 

able: ` ae cs 

And the guestion recurring on the motion of Mr. THOMPSON, 
of Indiana, to amend the amendment of the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, by ‘striking ont the ratio of 
50,179 and.inseriing in lieu thereof the ratio of 70,680— 

Mr. FILLMORE asked the yeas and nays, which were or- 
dered; and, being takea, resulted in-yeas 76, nays 123. 

So the amendment of Mr. THOMPSON was rejected. 

The question then recurred on concurring in the amend- 
ment (of Mr. Brices) reported from the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, striking out from the bill 
the rauo of 68,000, and inserting, in lieu thereof, the ratio of 

179. 


Mr. MORGAN asked the yeas and nays; which were order- 
ed, and, (after some conversation on the part of Messrs. BAR- 
NARD and FILLMORE as to the effect of the vote,) being ta- 
ken, resulted in yeas 125, nays 75. : 

_ So the House concurred with the Committee of the Whole 
in its amendment fixing the ratio at 50,179. 


And the question then being on concurring with the Commit- 
tee of the Whole in the following amendment to wit: «© 

‘And be it further enacted, That each State shall be'divided, 
by the Legislature thereof, into as‘many districts, ‘composed of 
contiguous territory, as shall be equalto the number of Repre- 
sentatives to. which said State may be entitled’in the House of 
Representatives of the Congress of the United States, and that 
each of the said districts shali elect one Representative. And 
that in every case where a State is entitled to more than one 
Representative, the number to which each State shall be enti» 
tued under this apportionment shall be elected by districts com- 
posed of contiguous territory, equal in number to the number 
of Representatives to which said State may be entitled, no one 
district electing more than one Representative. 


{Mr. W. COST JOHNSON (speaking across) said, being 
impressed with the assurance that the bill would now pass if 
the amendment were adopted, he should vote for it, although 
he had voted against itin committee, for reasons which he had. 
then given.]} a 


Mr. CLIFFORD asked the yeas and nays; which were or- 
dered, and, being taken, resulted as follows: 

YVEaS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Landaf W, Andrews, Sher- 
jock J. Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, 
Barton, Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, Botts. Briggs, Brockway, 
Bronson, Milton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Sampson H. Butler, 
Calhoun, J. Campbell, Wm. B. Campbell, Thos, J. Campbell, 
Caruthers, Casey, J. C. Clark, Staley N; Clarke, James Cooper, 
Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Cushing, G, Davis, |Deberry, John 
Edwards, Everett, Fillmore, A. L. Foster, Gentry, Patrick Ga 
Goode, Graham, Granger, Green, Halsted, William S. Haste 
ings, Henry, Hudson, Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, 
James, William Cost Johnson, John P. Kennedy, Lane, Linns 
Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Moore, Morgan, Morrig,, 
Osborne, Owsley, Pendleton, Powell, Ramsay, Benj. Randall, 
Randolph, Rayner, Ridgway, Rodney, Wm. Russell, James M. 
Russell, Saltonstall, Shepperd, Simonton, Slade, Truman 
Smith, Solers, Stanly, Stokely, Stration, A: H. H Stuart, J.T. 
Stuart Summers, Taliaferro, J. B. Thompson, R. W, Thomp- . 
son, Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, Trumbull, Van: Rensselaer, 
Edward D. White, Joseph L. White, Thomas W. Williams, 
Winthrop, Yorke, Augustus Young, and John Young—J0!. 

NAYS—Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, Beeson, Bidlack, Bowne, 
Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Charles Brown, William 
Butler, Wm. O. Butler, Cieen W. Caldwell, Patrick C. Cald- 
weil, Cary, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Colquitt, Mark A. Cooper, 
Cross, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, Dawson, Doan, Bastian, 
John C. Elwards, Egbert, Ferris, J. G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, 
Fornance, Gamble, Gilmer, Goggin, William O. Goode, Gordon, 
Gustine, Habersham, Harris, John Tastings, Hays, Holmes, 
Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, Hunter, Chas. J. In- 
gersoll, W. W. Irwin, Jack, Cave Johnson, Jobn W. Jones, 
Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Lewis, Abraham McClellan, Robert. 
McClellan, McKay, McKeon, Marchand, Alfred Marshall, 
John Thompson Mason, Mathews, Medill, Meriwether, Miller, 
Mitchell, Morrow, Newhard, Patridge, Payne, Plumer, Pope, 
Proffit, Read, Reding, Rencher, Riggs, Rogers, Roosevelt, 
Sanford, Saunders, Shaw, Shields, William Smith, Sumter, 
Sweney, Tillinghast, Turney, Underwood, Wallace, Ward, 
Warren, Watterson, Weller, James W. Williams, Christopher 
H. Williams, Wise, and Wood.— 99. 7 . 

So the House concurred with the committee in the amend- 
ment, ‘ 

Mr. EVERETT rose to move a recommitment of the. bill with 
certain instructions. i O 

T'he SPEAKER said the motion was not at this time in order; 
the previous question was not yet exhausted, but applied to the 
engrossment of the bill. : , 

Mr WELLER moved that the House do now adjourn; which 
motion was rejected , ; 

And the question recurring on engrossing the amendment and 
ordering the bill toa third reading, 

Mr. ATHERTON asked the yeas andnays, which were order- 
ed; and, being taken, resulted as follows: yeas 113, nays 87. 

So the bii! was ordered to a third reading fat this time.] 

‘And the biil having been read e third time by its tide, and the 
question being on the passege thereof, 4 

Mr. BVERETT then moved to recommit: If to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. with instruc- 
tions to strike out the first section of the bill, and to insert the 
amendment herein several times referred to as having been pro- 

POS! me : A 
! ee E said he was not going to make a speech. His object 
was that the amendment. should ga on recara. 9 

Mr. SAUNDERS said he desired to movean amendment, fix? 

g tio at 58,500. ; 5 ¢ 
ing tne TORGAN moved the previous question, {which cuts off 
the inotion to recommit} 

there was a second. . 

an the-main question (an the passage of the bill) wes ore 

dered; and, being taken, the bill was passed in the fullowing form, 


to wit: 


A. BILL for the apportionment of Represeptatives among the 

Bie Several States, according to the sixth census. 

Be it. enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assem- 
dled, ‘That, from and after the third day of March, one thousand 
eight hundied and forty-three, the House of Representatives 
‘shall ‘be composed of members elected agreeably toa ratio of 
one Representative for every’ fifty thousand one hundred and 
seventy-nine persons in each State, computed according to the 
rule prescribed by the Constitution of the United States; that is 
to'say: Within the State of Maige, ten; within the State of New 
Hampshire, five; within the: State of Massachusetta, fourteen; 
within the State of Rhode Island, two; within the State of Con. 


necticut, six; within the state of Vermont, fives within the’ 


State of New York, forty-eight; within the State of New Jersey, 
seven; within the State of Pennsylvania, thirty-four; within the 
State of ‘Delaware, one; within the State of Maryland, eight; 

within the State of Virginia, twenty-one; within the State of 
North-Carolina, thirteen; within the State of South Carolina, 
nine; within the Sta‘e of Georgia, eleven; within the State of 
Alabama, nine; ‘within the State of Mississippi, five; within the 
State of Louisiana, five; within the State of Tennessee, fifteen; 
within the State.of Kentucky, fourteen; within the Slate of 
Ohio, thirty; within the State of Indiana, thirtéen; within the 
State“of Nlinois, nine; within the State of Missouti, seven; 
win the State of Arkaneas; one; and within the State of Michi- 

any four, ` 

g Bro. 2. And be it further enacted, That in every case 
where a State is entitled to more than one Representative, the 
number to which each State shall be entitled under this appor. 
tionment shall be elected by districts, composed of contiguous 
territory, equal in number to the number of Representatives to 
which eaid State may be entitled, no one district electing more 
than one Representative, 

Mr, MORGAN moved a reconsideration of the vote by which 
the bill had been passed; and on that motion demanded the pre- 
vious question. . 

And there wasa second. 

And the main question (on the reconsideration) was ordered; 
and, being taken, was decided in the negative. 

Bo the vote was not reconsidered, 

Mr. FILLMORE. suggested that the Executive communi- 
cations on the Spedker’s tahle should be laid before the House. 

In reply to an inquiry by Mr. PROFFIT— 

Tho SPEAKER said that if. the House agreed to take up Bx- 
esutive communications, the message of the President, and 

- the accompanying reports of the commissioners to investigate 
the afaire of thè Néw York custom-house, would come up first 
: in order, 
Mr. PROFFIT moved that they be taken up. 
Mr. J. C. CLARK (the hour being late) movad that the House 
` adjourn; which motion prevailing— 
‘he House adjourned. 


erent 


IN SENATE, 
Wennespay, May 4, 1842, 


On motion of Mr, STURGEON, leave was granted to with. 
draw from the files the papers in support of the claim of Jobn 
Smith, an old soldier. 

On motion of Mr, LINN, the papers of George Bolinger, for 
the reimbursement of cost for Constructing a fort at Cape Gi- 
rardéawtuunty, Missouri, in the year 1813, were taken from the 
files, and referred to the Commitiee on Military A fairs, 

Mt. TAPPAN, from the Cummittee on Private Land Claims, 
made an ‘adverse report on the petition of Robert Graham, 
praying to locate certain confirmed land claime; which was or- 
dered to lie on the table and be printed. 

Mr. BAGBY, on leave, introduced a bill to amend an act for 
the relief of Jamison & Williamson; which was read twice, and 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


ST. LOUIS POST OFFICE. 

Mr. BENTON rose to offer a resolution growing out of the 
brief'debate of yesterday in relation to the removal of the post- 
master at St, Louis, and the complaint of the Postmaster Gen- 
eral against the publication of certain letters received from his 
department. Mr. B said his first object was to dispute thig 
Tae ease to secrecy; to show that it was unfounded in 
itself, and contradicted by the Practice of the departments 

even under this Administration. The Jettera in question were 
directed to the President; by him filed in the General Post Of 
fice; called for by a cominittee of the Senate; delivered to him 
(Mr, B.) on his request; and by him sent toSt, Louis for pub- 
lication: . The objection of the Postmaster General ig to the 
Publication, holding the letters to come under the rule of confi. 
dontial communications from the President to the Senate. The 
answer ix, that they are not- communications from the Presi- 
dent atalls that they come from a public office, and constitute 
a part of the archives of the office, as characterized by the Post- 
mister General himself, They were papers on file Ina public 
office, marked with the endorsements of the office, and put there 
to govern its action. As such, they were public papers, and 
he had a right to publish them. No rule of confie ential com- 
munication between the President and the Senate could apply 
to such cases, or ever had been applied to them. All that was 
placed in a public office was open to the inspection of those 
they concerned. Members of Congress were the proper per- 
aons to apply, on the part of their Constituents, for a view ‘of 
any thing which concerned them; and he knew of no instance 
in which a member had been refused. Certain it is, that he 
had had access to all that concerned his constituents, and ha: 
taken copies when he pleased, and published them. He had 
done this under the present Administration, and in relation to 
letters of the same character, and some from the same parties— 
and that, with the approbation of the head of the department, 
He alluded to Mr. Bell, late Secretary of War, and to certain 
letters from the same Mr. Wash to the President, and from a 
certain Mr. Grimsley to the Secretary cf War, in which re- 
movals and appointments wera recommended on principles 
very different from the rule laid down in the Presidents inan- 
guraladdress. One of them, (that of Mr. Grimsley,) after ur- 
ging the removal of Major Pilcher from the office of Superin- 
tendent of Indian A ffaira, contained this paragraph: 

“Our next move, L think, will be to instruct Benton out of 
the Senate of the United States; but we cannot doit if the 
higher places of power having bearing on that great vh- 
ject are held by serfs who would buoy him up at the sacrifice of 
all’ principle, und the complete prostration of every growing 
interest of the country.” 


This was a paragraph M one of chose letters. It wagecnt in 
A ih 
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CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


company with others oblained-at‘the same time from the same 


office, aud published in the St. Louis papers. Mr. Bell did not ` 


pretend to consider the War Office as a depository of ‘secrets, 
and permitted copies to be taken of what was on file, and which 
concerned a member of Congress or his constituents, i 

Mr.. B. said the cases were parallel. Mr. Wash writes an- 
other létter to the President, urging the appointment of bis con- 
nexion [Mr. Churchill] as postmaster at St. Louis, as a reward 
for past political services, and because the office was an im- 
portant one, and would be used with great effect throughout the 
State for the good of the party; and Mr. Churchill, tested by his 
past exertions, would use it to the best advantage. Mr. 'T aylor, 
father-in Jaw to Mr. Churchill, writes another letter, charging 
the incumbent postmaster with being a spy in the office; with 
intercepting letters; and of being guilty,in the opinions of re- 
spectable persons, of heinous offences. These letters are filed 
in the Goneral Post Office, to effect the removal of Mr. Watson 
and the appointment of Mr. Churchill: they come here upon 
the call of the committee to whom Mr. Charchill’s nomination 
is referred. 1 ask for a view of them, and serve them as I did 
the previous letters obtained from the War Office—I send them 
toSt. Louis, where the parties reside who wrote them, and have 
them published there, Thisis what I have done, and what is 
now treated as divulging State secrets—as violating the rules of 
confidential intercourse between the President and the Senate. 

Mr. B. had expected applause, not censure, fof this proceed- 
ing. The President, in his inaugural address, and his Secretary 
of Siate,in an official circular, had taken high ground against 
removals from ¢flice without cause, and against official inter- 
meddling in politica and elections; and he (Mr. B.) had browght 
to light a gross case of imposition upon the President, in which 
he had been led to doan act which violated both the rule laid 
down in his inaugural, and in the fine circular of Mr. Webster. 
He expected applause—not censure; and to show how safe he 
was in relying upon the President’s inaugural and the Secre. 
tary’s circular, he would reada passage from each of them; and 
have these passages compared with the letters from which he 
had read extraets. Mr. B. then read as follows: 


Extract from the Presidents address to the people of the 
United States, dated Washington, April9, 1841. 
From the National Intelligencer, April {Oth, 1841. 

“The patronage incident to the Presidential office, already 
great, is constantly increasing. Such increase is destined to 
Keep pace with the growth of our population, until, without 
a figure of speech, an army of office-holders may be spread over 
the land. ‘The unrestrained power exerted by aselfishly ambi- 
tious man, in order either to perpetuate his authority, or to 
hanu. it over to some favorite, as his successor, may lead to the 
employment of all the means within his control to accomplish 
his object. The rightto remove from oce while subjected to 
no just restraint, is inevitably destined to produce a spirit of 
crouching servility with the official corps, which, in order to 
uphold the hand which feeds them, would lead to direct and ac- 
tive interference in the elections, both State and Federal; there- 
by subjecting the course of State legislation to the dictation of 
the Chief Executive officer, and making the will of that officer 
absolute and supreme. I will ata proper time invoke the ac- 
tion of Congress upon this subject, and shall readily acquiesce 
in the adoption of all proper measures which are calculated to 
arrest these evils, so full of danger in their tendency. I will re- 
move no incumbent from office, who has faithfully and hon- 
estly acquitted himself of the duties of his ofice, exceptin 
such cases where such ufficer has been guilty of an active 
partisanship, or by secret means—the less manly, and there- 
fore the more ohjectionuble—has given his official influence 
to the purposes of party, thereby bringing the patronage of 
the Government in conflict with the freedom of elections. 
Numerous removals may become necessary under this rule, 
These will be made by me through no acerbity of feeling, I 
have no cause to cherish or indulge unkind feelings towards any, 
but my conduct will be regulated by a profound sense of what 
is dueto the country ani ifs institutions; nor shall Ineglect to 
apply the same unberding rule to those of my own appoint. 
ment, Freedom of opinion will be tolerated, the full enjoy» 
ment of the right of suffrage will be maintained, as the birth- 
right of every American citizen; but I say emphatically to the 
official corps, ‘thus far, and nofurther.’ L have dwelt the lon- 
ger upon this subject, because removals from office are likely 
offen to arise; and I would have my countrymen to understand 
the principle of the Bxecutiveaction.” 

The circular of the Secretary was in the same vein with this 
clause in the inaugural, and’ contained, among others, these 
sentences: 


“The President ts of opinion that it is a steat abuse to 
bring the patronage of the Federal Government into conflict 
with the freedom of elections, and that this abuse ought to 
be corrected wherever it may have been permitied to exist, 
and to be prevented in future. 

“< * * * Persons employed under the Government, and 
paid for their services out of the public Treasury, are not 
expected to take an active or offictous part in attempts to 
influence the minds or votes of others ; such conduct being 
deemed inconsistent with the spirtt of the Constitution and 


the duties of public agents acting under it; and the President l 


is resolved, so far as depends on him, that while the exercise 
of the elective franchise by the people shall be free from 
undue influence of official station and authority, opinion 
shall also be free among the officers and agents of the Gov- 
ernment.” 


These are very good sentiments, and very prettily expressed 
both by the President and his Secretary, and commanded 
great applause from the country when published and circulated 
over the country. And now for their application. Mr. 
Wash, in his letter to the President, discourseth thus: 

“Lhe post-office at St. Louis ts an important one, and the 
person who may be appointed te it will be enabled to exert 
great influence for good or for evil throughout the State. 
itis, therefore, all-important to Missouri that it should be 
hestowed on some good man, honest and capable of the spe- 
cife duties, and whose ability to serne the country and the 
cause in time to come is evidenced by what he has done in 
times past.” 3 

The letter then goes on to disparage two other Whig app'i- 
cants for the office, stating that “ neither of them has spoken 
u word. moved a finger, or taken a step tn aid of the Wh'g 
course during all the struggles we hare made; that Mr, 
Churchill, “in the lute canvass, did the country and the cause 
more service than any of them; and therefore presses his 
nomination. Well, at the end ofa long ume, Churchill is nom- 
inated; and I present the nomination asa case in which the Pres- 


ident has been imposed upon, and led to do an act which violates 
his Inaugural address, viola‘es his Secretary’s circular, and 
prostitutes the post office to the purposes of party and faction. 
Publicity corrects these things; secrecy sanctions them; and 
by my publication I have brought the facts to light, and shown 
to the President and the country the imposition which has been 
practised. 2 eS 

Again: publicity has had another great effect in this case. 
My, Taytor, the father-in-law of Mr.Churchill, made foul charges 
and insinuations in order to get Mr. Watson put out, and his 
son-in‘law putin. Ifthe new doctrine of the new Postmaster 
General had prevailed, Mr. Tayloi’s charges would have re- 
mained a state secret! The President and the Senate would 
have acted upon it:and Mr. Watson, in addition to losing his 
office, would have remained branded as a spy, an intercepter 
of letters, and a pecpetrator of heinous offences. This-would 
have been the result if the doctrine of secrecy had prevailed. 
But Ldisregarded that doctrine: and what is the result? Mr. 
Watson calis upon Mr. Taylor for his proofs. At the end of 
eight days Mr. ‘Taylor answers, and says, “I AM FREE TO 
ADMIT YOU MUST STAND ACQUITTED.” . 

Thus publicity has rescueda worthy man from foul impu- 
tations, which must have ruined him in the opinion ofthe 
Senate; and I rejoice in being the instrument of saving him 
from defamation, and saving the President and the Senate 
from the imposition which was attempted upon them. Mr. 
Waison,informs me that he has sent the corfespondence be- 
tween himself and Mr, Taylor to every member of the Senate, 
to the President, and to the Postmaster General; and whoever 
will read it, will see that the two Whigizentlemen to who: 

ir. Taylor referred for the proof of his charges, have given 
warm and respectful testimony in behalf of Mr. Watson. Ha 
wants no other or higher character than his political opponents 
will give him—either those of St. Louis, where he now lives, or 
those of Newbern, North Carolina, where he was postmaster 
fora quarter of a century. 

Mr. 8. said he weuld drop this subject here. There were 
other views ofit, which could only be taken in secret session. 
For the present, he would refer, in addition to the President’s 
inaugural and Mr. Webste?’s circular, to the speech of a Sena- 
tor from South Carolina [Mr. Preston] against political pro» 
scription and fights for spoil. That Senator had delivered fine 
sentiments upon these points, and had announced that the war 
for the spoils was at an end, and that proscription was now to 
be proscribed. This is what he said at the change of adminis- 
tration, a little more than a year ago ; and he is now about to 
have a grand opportunity for the application of his sentiments. 
All E now do is to remind him of what I then told him—that 

roseription and fighting for spoil had never been known in 


Missouri; that if they came there, his party would introduce . 


them; and, in relation to this very pest-office, reminded him 
thatit had been held eighteen yeats by a gentieman of the op- 
position, and had only been filled a few months by one of 
ourown party, appointed at the expiration of the other’s term, 
after 112 years tenure under Jackson and Van Buren. ° 

Mr. B. then submitted his resolution, in relation to Mr. N.P 
Taylor’s conduct in the register’s office at St. Louis; and ree 
marked that the answer would probably illustrate the truth of 
a beautiful maxim of antiquity—that a good man is rarely 
accused, except by those who are themselves worthy of ac« 
cusation. The resolution was read, as follows : 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quesied to communicate to the Senate all the information 
which may be in the General Land Office, imputing improper 
conduct in the register’s office to Mr. N. P Taylor, present 
register and former clerk in the land office in St. Louis, 

The resolution lies on the table. till ta morrow. : 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
accompanied by the bill providing for the apportionment of 
Representatives among the States, according to the sixth 
census. - 3 

Mr. WALKER desired that the above bill should be taken 
up, with a view to have it referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary; but he said, if it was desirabie to have it referred 
to a select committee, he would have no objection to such ref- 
erence, : 

Mr. CLAYTON did not see that it was more important that 
this biil should he referred to the Judiciary Committee than to 
any other. It was his opinion that if the bill wasto be referred 
at all, it shontd be sent to a special commities. He did not, 
however, see the necessity of any reference—inasmuch as the 
Senate was in possession of all the facts to guide its action on 
the bill. He was opposed to any reference: 

Mr. WALKER remarked that it had been always customary 
to refer bills of this character to the Judiciary Committee, 
But there were special reasons why this bill should: be 
referred to that committee, or some other. There was a 
very important, legal, and constitutional question involved 
in this bill, in consequence of the amendment which had 
been engrafted upon it by the House of Representatives, 
assuming the. power by Congress to district every State 
m the Union. He was not opposed to the district system as 
a general principle; but asto bow far Congress should 20 to 
regulate the districting of the States, was another question, 
It was a grave question, involving one of legal and. consti» 
tational power; upon which he would not, at that time, express 
any opinion, The power in Congress to district the States had 
beea denied by many members of the other House; and it was 
doubted by many Senators, who held itto be unconstitutional: 
If there was no other reason for the reference, this aloné would 
be sufficient; but there was another reason. In looking over 
the apportionment, he found that such a ratio had been fixed 
upon, as did gross injustice to the State of Mississippi—leaving 
her with a larger unrepresented fraction than any other State in 
the Union, though she was oneof the smallest States: when, if 
an addition of 560 had been made to the ratio, it would have 
given her another Representative. These were his reasons for 
the reference; but he had no objection tothe bill being sent to a 
select committee, instead of the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. ALLEN saw no good reason why the bill should be re. 
ferred to any committee; for, at last, all the questions involved 
would have to come before the Senate. If it was referred, the 
consequence Would be an unnecessary consumption of time. 
He would prefer that itshould Jie on the table, to be called up 
immediately after the appropria:ion biliwas disposed of. 

Mr ARCHER coincided with the Senator from Mississippi, 
that the bill should be referred to the Judiciary Committee, not 
only because precedent justified it, but because there were 
grave legal and constitutional questions invoived as to the righi ` 
of Congress to exercise the power to district the States—a pow 
er which had never been set up before, 


.. Mr. BAYARD said all the facts were before the Senate which 
were necessary to enlighten it and guide its action on the bill ; 
“and, believing that a committee could elicit ne new facis, or 
hed more light, he was therefore opposed to its reference to any 
committee. 
Mr. WALKER reurged the grave and important constitution- 
al- question involved in the exercise of the 
.to-interfere with the legislation of the States, by undertaking to 
direct them to adopt the district system, as an am ple reason, if 
there was none other, for the reference of this bill to a commit. 
stee. He feared that the exercise of such power by Congress 
id bring the States in conflict with the General Govern- 
Mënt.. A more important question of power, he said, had nev- 
er.come. before Congress; a question, also, in which was in- 
„volved the question of expediency—the question, even if Con- 
gress had the power, whether it would be expedient to exercise 
‘Wt, having failed or neglected to do so heretofore. 
-= Mr. TAPPAN made some remarks not distinctly heard. 

Mr. ALLEN agreed with the Senator from Mississippi {Mr. 
‘Watxer] as to the importance of the question involved; and 
it was for that reason that he was opposed to its reference toany 
committee, He wished it to be acted on with the least delay 
possible, so as to secure its passage in time to be submitted to 
the Legislatures of the States, extra sessions of some of which 
Would be held soon, (in Pennsylvania on the 10th of May.) 

- Itswas, he conceived, merely a question of time. {f the bill was 
not referred, more time would be afforded to discuss the grave 
questions involved init. He moved that the bill be postponed 
till to-morrow, and made the special order for that day, 

Mr. WALKER moved to postpone it till Monday; and if the 
motion of the Senator from Ohio was rejected, he should con- 
sider it as definitive on his own motion to.pos'pone till Monday. 
- The question Was mea onthe motion of Mr. ALLEN to post- 
pone, and decided in the negative on yeas and nays, b 8. 
hays 2l—as follows: oh 7 erates 

EAS—Messrs. Allen, Bates, Bayard, Benton, 
Calhoun, Clayton, Linn, McRoberts, Porter, 

. Sut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Wilcox, 
and You ng—18 
_ NAYS—Messrs, Archer, Bagby, Berrien, Choate, Conrad, 
Cuthbert, Evans, Fulton, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, 
Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Rives, Sevier, Simmons, Smith of 
Indiana, Sprague, Walker, and Woodbridge—21. 

The question was then taken, on the motion of Mr. War- 
KER, to refer the bill to the Committee on the Judiciary, and 
agreed to, 

» On motion of Mr. WALKER, tbe Senate bill, 
subject, was refeired to the same committer. 


GENERAL APPROPRIATION RILL. 


The orders of the day brought up, as the unfinished business 
ofyesterday, the further consideration of the civil and iplo- 
matic appropriation bill, in committee of the whole: the pend- 
ing question being on the amendment ot Mr. Wooprury to the 
Clause appropriating $30,000 for defraying the contingent ex- 
penses of foreign intercours2. His moton being—page 29, after 
Tine 678 to add to the 195th clause—“And provided further, 
That no part of this appropriation be applied, after the Ist of 
Juy next, to the payment of special agents abroad, appointed 
without the consent of the Senate or any act of Congress au- 
thorizing it; nor for compensation to separate agents appointed 
‘ineither of those modes for receiving and transmitting de- 
spatches.”” 

Mr. EVANS hoped he would notbe under the necessity of 
submitting any further remarks on this amendment, or any 
other partof the bill, Since the adjournment of yesterday, he 
had made some inquiry in consequence of the Senator from 
New Hampshire having siated that the despatches of Guvern- 
ment were hitherto forwarded by consuls, without additional 
expense, ‘The result of his inquiry was, that so far back as 
1930, an agency in New York for menecease existed i. had 
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been established; and, of Jate, the same necessitygexisted inf Bos- 
ton, in consequence of the new line of steam-packets befween 
that port and Liverpool, Jn Liverpool the Sengtor frou: New 
Hampshire thonght the consul had hitherto performed the 
duty of forwarding despatches without additional pay; but the 
Benator from New York thought the compensation was $150 a 
year. Both were mistaken: the usual compessation allowed 
to the consul at Liverpool, tor years back, had been £100 ster- 
ling—about $480. He had learned from the deparément that 
the qnantity of despatches which passed through these agencies 
was very considerable, and that the demand af thezsiearnboats 
for carrying documents was $14 per ounce; but by means of the 
agencies they were transmitted free of expense, through an ar- 
rangement of giving some gentleman going asa passenger a 
passport as Government courier, which he was always glad to 
get, inthe capacity of bearer of despatches. The saving by 
this arrangement was very great—much greater than all the 
salaries paid to agents. As tothe agent to Central America, he 
was sent for the very same purpose Mr. Stevens was sent~to 
procure the ratification of atreaty; and was probably now on 
his return. : 

Mr. WOODBURY had supposed this question was disposed 
of lastevening, twenty-six Senators having voted; which is a 
majority of the Senate, Tennessee not being represented this 
session. But if the question was not disposed of, he would 
merely recall the attention of the Senate to the fact, that the 
whole question at issue was, whether the duty of agencies, 
with regard to despatches, shall be performed by officers of 
the Government appointed, or their salaries fixed, by law; or 
by agents appointed without the Senate having any voice in the 
selection, anil on salaries fixed by the Executive atone: yet, be- 
ing called upon, the Senate is to make appropriations for pay- 
ing the salaries, The Senator from Maine blinks the question, 
and throws himself upon the necessity of appointing, for tem- 
porary occasions, such agents as the duties of Government may 
require. That is conceded, but not the other; as these duties 
can be performed by consuls and collectors—authorized and re- 
sponsible officers. As to Mr. Murphy, the agent to Central 
America, he had not supposed it wasto be a permanent ap- 
pointment; but it was the principle of making such an appoint- 
ment without the consent of the Senate—lasting nearly a year, 
and still going on, and the salary in any amountto suit the Ex- 
ecutive. If Mr. Murphy’s character be such as the Benator 
from Ohio (Mr. Tarpan] describes, there c n be no stronger 
proof of the propriety of placing such nominations before the 
Senate, for its concurience or rejection, as well as having their 
pay limited by Congress. Aas 

Mr. WRIGHT explained, that, in answer to his inquiries 
about the compensation to the consul at Liverpool, he had 
learned, from Mr, Schuyler, that $250 a year was the allow- 
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ance. He (Mr. W.) had supposed that it. was from one to two 
hundred dollars a year; but he now corrected himself, on Mr. 
Schuyter’s authority. : 

Mr. EVANS read from the report of the State Department 


that the allowance was $500. 


Mr, WRIGHT observed that he thought Mr. Schuyler ought 
to know what he had been allowed. 

Mr. WOODBURY observed that the difference could be ac- 
counted for on ‘the supposition of the fact, that the salary had 
been reduced from the allowance to the furmer consul. 

Mr, BUCHANAN asked the Senator from New Hampshire 
whether hisamendment would restrict the power of the de- 
partment to appoint couriers? 

Mr. WOODBURY observed that it would not, and was not 
so intended. * 

_ Mr. BUCHANAN considered the power to appoint couriers 
indispensable, though it might be abused. 

Afier a few explanatory remarks from Messrs. WOOD. 
BURY, WRIGHT, BUCIIANAN, and RIVES— 

Mr. CALHOUN observed that he was opposed to this sys- 
tem of employing, and paying salaries to, officersnot authorized 
by law, as there could be no jimit to appropriations under such 
asysteu). He was opposed to these abuses of the centingent 
fund, and should vote accordisgly. Let the question of the 
necessity for such appointments come fairly before the Senate, 
and each could be decided on according to the merits of the 
case. 

Mr. RIVES objected to the amendment, because the latter 
part of it might operate so as to preclude the employment of 
special couriers or agents under circumstances which might 
arise of great importance in any particular crisis growing out 
of the critical state of foreign relations. He did not see that 
any principle was involved in the amendment of the Sena'or, 
reaching the object of the Senator from South Carolina; which 
was, to retrench the expenditures to agents. He called for a 
division of the question; that is, on the first part and second 
part of the amendment. 

Mr. WOODBURY. believed the Senator from Virginia was 
not present yesterday when the subject was under discussion, 
These are cautionary provisoes merely, leaving the matter 
open to the Committee on Retrenchment to recommend and 
fix the compensations for agencies after the Istof July. He 
was willing to modify the amendment, by limiting the special 
agents to such as were diplomatic, as that was the specific ob- 
ject. conten. plated. 

Mr. PRESTON begged leave to adjust a matter of fact. It 
was, that Mr. Schuyler had been allowed the same rate of sal- 
ary as his successors. He read a passage from one of the pub- 
lic accounts, in support of his view of the subject; and then 
alluded to the expenses of Mr. Benjamin Tappan and Mr Ste- 
vens, both anpointed in 1840, as agents to foreign Governments, 

Mr. TAPPAN observed, that Mr. Benjamin Tappan was sent 
out as a special messenger, and was thirteen months on his 
mission. 

Mr. PRESTON took it for granted the allowance was fairly 
earned; and he had only mentioned the fact to show that the 
expenses of such missions had been always considered as legit- 
imately chargeable on the contingent fund. 

Mr. TAPPAN observed that there was a great difference be- 
tween the circumstances under which Mr. Stevens was sent to 
Central America, aed those under which Mr. Murphy was sent 
there. Mr. Stevens was sent to 1atify a treaty made with a 
Government in existence when the agent was sent. But Mr. 


. Murphy was sent at a time when it was known no Government 


existed in Central Amevica; and the only object in sending him 
at all was to provide for him out of the public Treasury. 

Mr. PRESTON contended that it was necessary to send spo- 
cial agents to such places as Ceniral America, if for no other 
purpose, for the purpose of deriving information as ta the ex- 
isting state of things, with a view of ascertaining how the inter- 
ests of the United Slates may be affected or promoted thereby, 
Many things had to be taken into account; and these would in- 
fluence both the time for which such appointments are made, 
and the salaries or charges for them. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he would not protract the debate, by 
adding a single word, if it were aot for the indispensability of 
answering the remarks of the Senator from New Hampshire, 
(Mir. Wooppoury.] -Hthe Senator proposed to dispeuse with 
the services ofa foreign agent, for the purpose of forwarding 
the despatches of Government, or else to providea. fixed salary 
for such agent, he (Mr. BUCHANAN) would gay, let it be done; 
for he held the principie that, whea fixed duties were required, 
the rate of remuneration should not be left discretioary with 
any department of the Government. Or ifthe Senator pro- 
posed that the consul should perform this duty, he (Mr. 
Bucsanan) had no objection against thisarrangement. In fact, 
he would rather prefer that itshould beso. Butthe part of the 
amendment of the honorahle Senator to which he did object 
was the first, the effect of wh was to deprive the Government 
of the power of appointing special diplomatic agents, whenever 
it may become necessary to do so. There was no Government 
on the face of the earth that bad not secret agents abroad, un- 
less it were onr own. It might hecomenecessary very shortly— 
though he did not know whether he ought to allude to the fact— 
to send a special agent to the island of Cuba, and one to St, 
Domingo; and, in such case, to have a nomination made and 
confirmed by the Senate, according to the ordinary method of 
appointing diplomatic agents, would defeatthe very purpose of 
the appointment, because the necessary secrecy would not be 
preserved, Ifthe President should hear of any movement in 
one of the istands belonging to the British Government, upon 
the slave question, which was Calculated to affect the interests 
of this cogptry, he ought to proceed at once—and with the se- 
crecy of thegrave itself, not letting nis left hand know what his 
right was dving—and despaich a confidential agent to the spot, 
that he might be put in possession of early and authentic infor- 
mation upon every minute particular in relation to such move- 
ment. Thisamendment, as he understood it, would deprive the 
Executive of this power; a power so essential to the jin- 
terests of any cour , that no Government on the face of 
the earth was de eofit It deprived him of the power, 
by denying him the amount of expense necessary for transport- 
ing an agent even to the place of his destinatioo. This (said 
Mr. Brexanan) cannot be right. Ttcannot be politic, or pra 
worthy. I periecily agree that, where it is possible, from the 
nature of thiags, to define the duties and fix the salaries of 
agents of the Government, it ought tobe done. But our foreian 
intercourse is not of that nature at al. Tadmi: that sach dis- 
cretion may be abused; that it has been abused. Butthe question 
is, can we take it away altogether? Now I will inform the Sen- 
ate what was my condition when I wasabroad. There never 
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was a despatch sent to. me fh the winter season, throngh the 
post office, that had not been opened and read by every Govern- 
ment through which it passed. "The American eagle, placed 
upon it in the city of Washington, became a most miserable 
turkey buzzard before it reached its destination: It is well 
known throu:hout the continent of Burope that the post offices 
continually and eystematically violate their charge by the in- 
spection of official communications which are transmitted 
through them. This Government hae to be dependent upon: 
the couriers of foreign Governnients: for the conveyance of its 

despatches. Our despatches forwarded to St. Petersburgh, and, 

I believe. to Berlin, are conveyed through the courtesy of Brit- 

ish and French couriers; and iu case of a war, { would not like 

to trust either the English or the French. There is. no necessity 

for a courier between this country and England, because any 

gentleman going abrozd would be glad of a courier’s passport, 

which gives him the privilege of passing his baggage without 

examination at the custom-house.. But, under the circum- 

siauces which I have referred to, while I shail vote for the latter 

clause of the amendment of the Senator from New Hampshire, 

I shall feel compelled to vote against the first; because 1 would 

not, for the sake of saving a few dollars, or for the sake of con- 

demning the abuses of discretion on the part of the Executive, 

which may have existed, afford the Government an excuse for 

not sending agents abroad—secretly, if you please, whenever 

the interests of the country require it. 1 would judge of his 

conduct after the fact, and condemn or approve as I thought 
proper; but I would not deprive him of that power, without 

which the affairs of Government cannot be carried on with ad- 

vantage. 

Mr. WOODBURY observed, that he had stated yesterday 
his restriction would be only temporary, and need not. operate 
past July, asthe Committee on Retrenchment could, by that 
time, adjust and regulate the whole diplomatie expenditures 
according tothe resolution referred to them, and to the views 
now expressed. All the present amendmentlooked to was, that 
the power over the contingent fund should be regulated by law. 
Jt vould easily be adjusted so as not to interfere with the proper 
functions of the Executive, in any sudden or temporary emer- 

encies. 
s Mr. ENANS remarked, that if the only object of the amend- 
ment was the restriction of the contingent fund to purposes au- 
thorized by law, there was no occasion for it at al), as the Jaw 
was already a sufficient safeguard. 

Mr. BUCHANAN observed, that the Senator from New 
Hampshire depended on the Committee on Retrenchment sete 
ting the matterright. He douvted whether the Committee on 
Retrenchment would act at all in relation to it; or, if they did 
rep crta bill, whether it would be passed or not. If he under. 
stood the nature of the amendment, it did not at all accomplish 
the object of the Senator from South Carolina, (Mr. CALHOUN.) 
It merely prohibits the appointment of special agents If the 
amendment was adepted, it would still leave it in the discretion 
of the Secretary of State to give what amount of salary the ger- 
vices of those who may be appointed are worth. It would, if 
adopted, cut off all special agents which it may be necessary to 
send abroad. In the present unsettled fstate of our foreign af- 
fairs, which may call for the appointment of special agents 
abroad, he could not vote for it. And if it should become ne- 
cessary to send any such agents abroad, they should have such 
compensation as their services might be worth, He believed 
there had not been money enough spent by this Government 
for secret services in regard to foreign relations. He believed 
none had been employed for twenty or thirty years under this 
Government. He could, however, (though he would not,) name 
one legation at St. Petersburgh, which had obtained copies .of 
every State document desired, though at great cost; but he did 
not say that he approved of the practice. It was, however, oc- 
casionally a necessary one, and the Executive should not be tied 
up in regard to it. The agents would be responsible tor fulfill. 
ing the duties for which they are tobe paid. He would move 
to strike out the first part of the amendment: a 3 

Mr. WOODBURY observed that he had suggested a modifi» 
cation, inserting the word “ diplomatic” after “special.” 

Messrs. EVANS and BUCHANAN made a few explana: 


tions. 

Mr. WALKER thought notime was like the present for ad» 
justingthis matter; but he would not approve of restricting 
the necessary power of the Government to employ secret agents 
abroad. 1f the Senator from New Hampshire would throw his 
whole plan ofregulating the matter intoa short bill of twenty 
lines, as he thought he could, why not bring it forward now, and 
let it beacted upon? He could not vote for doing things by 
halves. 

Mr. WRIGHT explained that he was opposed to employing 
an agent at New York, and another at Boston, with a salary of 
$800 per annum each, Nor did he think it necessary to have 
ore in Liverpool ; as the duty of forwarding despatches could 
be performed at that port by any consul competent to perform 
bis duties. With regard to Mr. Schuyler, he explained that he 
believed, when his letter was written on the 4th of March, he 
had received but 8250, not being aware he was entitled to the 
balance of $250, which, no doubt, led him to suppose his salary 
was but $250a year. i 

The question was then called on the amendment to strike out 
from the amendment of the Senator from New Hampshire that- 
portion which goes to restrict the Executive Department from 
employing agents abroad, Negatived. 

On the original amendment the yeas and nays were called, 
and resulted—yeas 15, nays 25, as follows: 

YEAS—Messts. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Calhoun, Cuthbert, 
Fulton, McRoberts, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, 
Tappan, Wilcox, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—ib, 

NAYS—Messrs. Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Buchanan, Choate, 
Clayton, Conrad, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, 
Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Preston, Rives, 
Simmons, Sinith of Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, Walker, 
White, and Woodbri¢ge—24. 

So the amendment was rejected. > A 

Mr. WRIGHT proposed now to offer his amendment, 

Mr. EVANS suggosted that it would be best to offer it after the 
bill was reported back tothe Senate. - 

Mr. WRIGHT assented. < . j 

Mr. FULTON moved to strike out, at page 10, lines 214 and 
215, the sam of $1,500, ang mer $2,000; being for the salary of 
i urv: General of Arkansas, 7 
ne EVANS had no-abjection that the Surveyor General of 
Arkansas should get $2,000 salary; Lut he presumed the House 
would not agree to it, because they intended to provide for such 
claims of additional remuneration by a separate bill, to meet all 
cases of the kind. 
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a ULTON. was not aware that such a bill was in con- 
tempiaion. , $ 

~ Mr? EVANS observed there was; and that he understood it 

would be pursued: he hoped the Senator from Arkansas would 

‘therefore withdraw his amendment. 

Mr. FULTON withdrew his motion. _ . 
And the bill was reported back. to the Senate. 

_ Mr. EVANS observed that the firat.amendment was only a 
“stifling amount.of $10, and he wouid wot insist on it, 

“The amendment was, accordingly, rejected. 

The question then coming up on concurring with the com- 
mittee of the whole in the rest of the amendments— __ 
_ Mr SEVIER called the attention of the Senator from Maine 
` [Mr Evans] tò the 113th appropriation, and submitted a let- 
ver from A.C, Dodge, explanatory of the claim. for arrearages 
“due by the Government of lowa Territory. 
' Lhe letter was read by the Secretary of the Senate. 
` Mr. EVANS observed, that he had explained all this in com- 
imitteé of the whole. The Committee on Finance had come to 
‘the conclusion that all the Territories ought to be placed on the 
‘game footing, and that a separate bill ought to be drawn up for 
settling all the arrearages; but time should be given for scrutin- 
izing the accounts. He was preparing abill, which he had no 
‘adubt'would be passed for that object. He did not desire the 
‘appropriation to be now male for. those claims alluded to in 
theletter, because the money would be handed over to the Ter- 
ritorial Secretary, and Congress could not audit the account, 

‘The’ first question was on the committee’s amendment to 
‘Blrike out, at page 16, line 366, to end of 872, the provision for 
arrearage, $13,400, due for the Government of the Territory 
of Towa, 

: Mr. TAPPAN opposed the proposition to strike out that’por- 
tion of the section, 

“Mr. EVANS observed that there was no sufficient proof yet 
adduced that this arrearage was due. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON thought the Senator. from Arkansas 
had shown, by the estimate in gross, which he had produced, 
that this amendment to strike out ought to be adopted. 

` Mr. SEVIER contended that the documents he had furnished 
were extracts from the hooks of the department. 
` Mr. EVANS observed ihat they amounted to nothing but an 
estimate In gross, 

_ Mc. HUNTINGTON: supported the views taken by the Sen- 
ator from Maine. We vecapitulated all that Senator had said; 
but, not being disposed to consume the time of the Senate, he 
would only add that he hoped the amendment would be con- 
curred in. 

Mr. WRIGHT observed that this provision was put into the 
bill at the instance of the representative of the Territory in the 
House of Representatives, where it had a representative; and, 
as he believed, upon good reasons shown. One of the circum- 
stances was, that the printers employed by the Legislative 
Council to do certain printing were bound to fulfil their con- 
tract, undera penalty of $10,000. The work was done; and 
$4,000 was due for it. The printers applied for their money, 
showing that they Jost by the contract, and that the very work- 
men were unpaid. The money appropriated:for this printing 
was applicd to other purposes, by the appropriations of the 
Legislative Council, and the printers werele twithoutany. This 
was.all wrong; but were those who had done the work to be left 
unpaid? Je hoped the amendment would not be-concurred in. 
` The question was then called, and appeared to be determined 
in ihe negative, 

‘Mr. HUNTINGTON called for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and resulted—yeas 15, uays26; and so the amend- 
ment was not concurred in. 

Mr. SEVIER then offered his amendment as follows: page 
16, line 372, after the word “u-e,” insert “nor for any other 

purpose not authorized by the uct of Congress establishing the 

‘erritory of Iowa.” 

Also, after the word “dollars,” line 366, after that part ma- 
king appropriation for expenses of the Legislative Council of 
Towa Territory, to insert “the accounts for which shall first be 
audited and allowed by the proper accounting officer of the 
Treasury.” ; 

Mr. EVANS objected, for the reasons before given. 

“Mr. WOODBRIDGE was in favor ofall such matters being 
made subjects of separate legislation. 

Mr. SEVIER observed that his resolution was only as to fu- 
ture expenditures, 

Mr. TALLMADGE had always voted for these Territories; and 
for that réason he would prefer that all were placed on the 
same footing, 

_ Mr. WHITE said that the-proposed amendment wasa propo- 
sition to make a proclamation, iu advance, thata Territory shall 
not spend more than another Congress may appropriate. This 
he was opposed lo. If it was necessary, jet the restriction be 
produced in a separate bill, 

Mr. PORTER make an observation not distinctly heard. 

Mr. SEVLER modified his amendment as follows: 

Provided, further, That the Legislative Assembly of no 
Territory may hereafter, in any instance, or under any pretext 
whatever, exeeed the amount appropriated by Congress for its 
annual expenses ;” which was agreed to, and the amendment 
wag adopted. 

Mr. EVANS called for the question on all the other amend- 
ments agreed to in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. HENDERSON wished to except that in the 26th page, 
lines 602 and 603, for an increase of $8,000 to the appropriation 
for printing statistics and reports of the census, to defray the ex- 
penses of distributing the compendium and returns. 

Mr. EVANS consented to make the exception. 

The question was then taken on the remaining amendments, 
and they were adopted. 

The question then came on the excepted amendment. 

Mr. HENDERSON’S objection was, that there was no neces- 
sity for spending any thing at all on this distribution, for such 
States and Territories as wanted the books wouldsend for them, 
or pay the cost of carrying them. Butif he was wrong in this, he 
had another objection—-he believed the sum was double what it 
oughtto be. He might vote for an addition of $3,000, but would 
not for 38,000. It had been said the books would weigh 72 
tons; but there was no necessity wo pay upwards of $160 a ton 
for carriage. E 

Mc EVANS pointed out that, if nothing be appropriated, 
nothing. will befdone in regard to the distribution; if $6,000 be 
appropriated, the distribution will be made through the ordi- 
mary.. modes of transportation; but if $8,000 be appropriated, 
“the distribution can be made carefully and satisfactorily. The 
boxes to pack the books in would cost $3,000. 

‘Mr. HENDERSON objected to paying seven or eight cents 
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a pound for carriage of books, when lumber of any other kind 
might be transported for half that cost. ee 

Mr. PRESTON saw. no necessity for incurring any ex- 
pense of distribution at all. If the States and Territories ge- 
sire the books, or any of their libraries, colleges, or pablic in- 
suiutions want thetu, they will provide ways and means for 
getting them. . Let the books go to the State Department, and 
fie there.tiil sent for. He was altogether adverse to the propo- 
sition; it was overlegislation. . j X 

Mr. BAYARD contended that the only question could be, 
whether this appropriation was extravagant or not, The Gov- 
ernment is-constitutionally charged with the duty of collecting 
this information; and was it not equally charged with the duty 
of communicating it to the country at large? No better way 
could be prcposed of doing se, than by the means of special 
agents to distribute the books fairly. ; a 

Mr. McROBERTS thoughtall that the States and Territories 
could ask was, to get the books printed and bound, and ship- 
ped to their order, they paying the cost of transmission them- 
selves. He was opposed to the proposition of sending agents 
to make this distribution. g a 

The question was tben put on adopting the amendment, and 
it appeared to be devermmed in the negative by a tie vote— 
ayes 19, noes 19;—bnt the yeas and nays, being called for, were 
ordered, and the decision was—yeas 22, nays 23, as follows: 

YEAS—Measrs. Archer, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Choate, 
Clayton, Conrad, Crittenden, Evans, Huntington, Merrick, 
Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Rives, Simmons, Smith of 
Indiana, Sprague, ‘Tallmadge, White, anë Woodbridge—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Barrow, Benton, Buchanan, 
Cathoun, Cuthbert, Fulton, Graham, Henderson, Linn, Mc- 
Roberts, Preston, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, 
Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and 
Young—23. 

So the amendment was not adopted, 3 

Mr. EVANS moved an amendment to the 367th line, page 16; 
which was adopted, without dissent. 

Mr, WRIGHT now offered the Amendment which he submit- 
ted a few days ago, to which he would add a slight modification. 
The amendment, as modified, was as follows: 

Page 22, line 511. At the endof the line insert— 

“Provided, however, That every district attorney, clerk of 
a district court, clerk of a circuit cdurt, and marshal of the 
United States, shall, upon the first days of January and July in 
each year, commencing with the first day of July next, or 
within thirty days from and after the days specified, make to 
the Secretary of the Treasury, in such form as he shall pre- 
scribe, a return in writing, embracing all the fees and emolu- 
ments of their respective offices, of every name and character, 
distinguishing the fees and emoluments received or payable 
under the baukrupt act from those received or payable for any 
other service; and, in the case of a marshal, further distin. 
guishing the fees and emoluments received or payable for ser- 

vices by himself personally rendered, from those received or 
payable for services rendered by a deputy; and also distin- 
guishing the fees and emoluments so received or payable for 
services rendered by each deputy, by name, and the proportion 
of such fees and emoluments which, by the terms of his service, 
each deputy is to receive; and, also, embracing all the neces 
sary office expenses of such officer, together with the vouchers 
forthe payment of the same, for the half-year ending on the 
said first day of January or July, as the case may be; which re- 
turn shall be, in all cases, verified by the eath of the officer 
making the same. And no district attorney shall be allowed 
by the said Secretary of the Treasury to retain of the fees and 
emoluments of his said oflice, for his own personal compensa- 
tion, over and above his necessary office expenses, the necessary 
clerk-hire included, to be audited and allowed by the proper 
accounting officers of the Treasury, a sum exceeding six thou. 
sand dollars per year, and at and after that rate for such time 
as he shall hold the office; and no clerk of a district court, on 
clerk of a circuit court, shall be allowed by the said Secretary 
to retain of the fees and emoluments of his said office or offices, 
in case hoth of the said clerkships shall be held by the same per- 
son, for his own personal compensation, over and above the ne- 
cessary expenses of his office, and necessary clerk-hire included, 
also to be audited and allowed by the proper accounting officers 
of the Treasury, a sum exceeding four thousand five hundred 
dollars per year, or at and afer that rate for such time as he shall 
hold the office; and no marshal shall be allowed by the said Secre- 
tary to retain of the fees and emoluments of his said office, for 
his own personal compensation, over and above a preper allow- 
ance to his deputies, which shall in no case exceed three-fourths 
of the fees and emoluments received as payable for the ser- 
vices rendered by the deputy to whom the allowance is made; 
and may be reduced below that rate by the said Secretary of 
the Treasury, whenever the return shall show that rate of al- 
lowance to be unreasonable, and over and above the necessary 
office expenses of the said marshal, the necessary clerk-hire 
included, also to be audited and allowed by the proper account- 
ing officers of the Treasury, a sum exceeding six thousand dol- 
lars per year, or at and after that rate for such time as he shall 
hold the office; and every such officer shall, with each such re- 
turn made. by him, pay into the Treasury of the United States, 
or deposite to the credit of the Treasurer thereof, as he may be 
directed by the Secretary of the Treasury, any surplus of the 
fees and emoluments of his office, which his half-yearly retarn 
so made as aforesaid shall show to exist over and above the 
compensation and allowances hereinbefore authorized to be re- 
tained and paid by him. And in every case where the return 
of any such oficer shall show that a surp!us may exist, the 
said Secretary of the Treasury shall cause such returns to be 
carefully examined, and the accountsof disbursements to be 
regularly audited by the proper officers of his department, and 
an acconnt to be opened with such officer in proper books to be 
provided for that purpose; and the allowances for personal 
compensation for each calendar year shail be made from the 
fees and emoluments of that year, and not otherwise: And pro- 
vided further, That nothing in aay existing law of Congress 
authorizing the payment of a per diem compensation to a dis- 
trict attorney, clerk of a district court, or clerk of a circuit 
court, or marshal, or deputy marshal, for attendance upon the 
district or circuit courts during their sittings, shall be so con- 
strued as to authorize any such payment to any one of those 
officers for attendance upon either of those courts, while sitting 
for the transaction of business under the bankrupt law merely, 
or for any portion of the time for which either of the said courts 
may be held open, or in session, by the authority conferred in 
that law; and no such charge, in an account of any auch.officer, 
shall be certified as payabie, or shal! be allowed and paid, out 
of the money hereinbefore appropriated for defraying the ex- 


penses of the courts of the United States, unless, such district 
attorney shall be required by the judge of said court, or the So- 
licitor of the Treasury, to attend the session of the same, and 


shall actually attend for the performance of the duties of his 


said office.” - ` s 

Mr. WRIGHT did not desire to detain the Senate, further 
than to draw its attention to the difference between the pro- 
visions ofthe bill and the law of 1841. His object iathe amend» 
ment wasto recur to the law of 1841, and make. such provision 
asmay insure the Jimitation intended by thatlaw. The only 
way in which he thought Congress could doit, wasin the way he 
proposed. Jt. would have but litle practical operation on any 
district but the southern district of New York. He-explained 
the technical effects of the amendment on the business ‘of the 
courts aud the accounting officers... This, the amendment itself 
fully explained. His object. was to lift the officers out of the 
way of censure. The system of fees was altogether vague and 
loose. Congress resied upon the fee-bills of the States... It 
turned out that some States had no fze-bills at all; and their of- 
ficers wonld be cut off from all compensation for their services, 
if not otherwise provided for. In thesouthern district of New 
York, the fee-bill of 1789 was most exorbitant, and particularly 
with regard to the marshal. The late district attorney (Mr. 
Butler)had informed him-that the mere mechanical duties, 
which any clerk could perform, were paid for enormousty; 
while the duties of the principal, requiring moat skit and:men- 
tal capacity, were very poorly remunerated. A 

Mr. EVANS observed that he had said the other diy all he 
intended to say as to the impropriety of legislating ia an appro: 
priation bill. He would now only say, in regard to the last 
proviso of the amendment, that he knew of no. reason why com- 
pensation should not be allowed for extra attendance at the 
courts; and he would propose an addition to the last line, pro- 
viding that when the clerk, marshal, and officers are instructed 
to attend by the judge, or the attorney by the Solicitor of the 
Treasury, to perform duties of the court, the courtshall be as- 
sumed to be open, and they shall be paid for such attendance. 

Mr. WRIGHT approved of theamendment; and it was adopt- 
ed, as fullows: i rae: f 

“ Provided, further, That the district attorney, marshal, 
clerk of the circuit court, and clerk of the district court of the 
United States for the northern and southern districts of New 
York, shall not, hereafter, receive any greater or other fees 
and emoluments, including fees and emoluments under the act 
entitled ‘An act to establish a uniform system of bankruptcy 
throughout the United States,’ for services rendered by them re- 
spectively in the said courts,than now are, or hereafter may be, 
allowed by the laws of the State of New York to attorneys, so- 
licitors, counsel, sheriffs, and clerks in the highest courts of law 
or equity, of original jurisdiction, of the State of New York, ac- 
cording to the nature of the proceedings, for like services ren- 
dered therein.” re 

The question then came up on the amendment as amended, 

Mr. BERRIEN objected to the uniform scale of remunerating 
officers, whether the duties are more or less. He thought the 
compensation ought to be in proportion to the services perform- 
ed. He thougiit the best mode of meeting all the bearings of 
the subject would be, not to mixit up with an appropriation 
bill, but to leave it for adjustment in a bill preparing by the Ju- 
diciary Committee, which will provide for a uniform system 
throughout the whole of the States, Fis desire would be, not to 
be hurried into this matter. He trusted the amendments would 
not te adopted ; but, if persisted in, he would prefer its being 
left over for further consideration. : 

Mr. BUCITANAN would vote for the amendment of the 
Senator from New York with very great pleasure. He was 
apprehensive the Senator from Georgia [Mr. Berrien] would 
find his plan of a fee-bill, uniform for all the States of the 
Union, impracticable. He would find that, instead of heing 
justand satisfactory, it would be quitethe reverse. He thought 
the auditing of the accounts by the Secretary of the Treasury 
the greatest improvement proposed by the Senator from New 
Yoik. He pointed out the inconveniences of placing the audit- 
ing of the accounts in the hands of the judges. He believed the 
judges would be very glad to get rid of the onerous duty. He 
would vote for the amendment most cheerfully, and believed 
it would he a great imprevement. . 

Mr. BAYARD considered the fee-bi}l_ not as a compensation 
for labor performed, but as a tax on suitors, instead of a tax on 
the whole community to support the expenses of thejudiciary; 
andthe officers intrusted with the collection of this tax are 
permitted to keep, for their own compensation, a given portion. 
This arrangement is necessary, because, when there is a great 
accumulation of business, the tax will be much too large to 
remunerate an individual; and when there isa small amount of 
business, the individual performing the duties would not be 
compensated by what he would receive, It never could be in- 
tended that a mere clerk in a judicial office should be entitlad 
to fees amounting to $15,000; while a clerk ina bank, perform- 
ingas many and as responsible duties, receives but $1,500. 
The real theory is, that a fee-bill is a tax-bill, authorized by the 
penal power of the Government, and rendered necessary by the 
duty of administring justice. The compensation ‘to indis 
viduals should not be the whole tax, but such portion as may 
be considered sufficient remuneration for his services, He 
would vote, with great pleasure, for the amendment. 

Mr. HENDERSON differed entirely from the Senator from 
Delaware, that this was properly an application of the taxing 
power. It was, he considered, a power incidental to the power 
given in the Constitution to provide for the administration of 
justice. He referred to, and read, the enumerated powers of 
Government given by the Constitution, He contended there 
could be no authority derived frum any of these powers to lay 
a tax on the administration of justice for purposes of revenue. 
He knew the difficulty of adjusting a fee bill that could be 
justly uniform, He believed it could not be done, The sources 
of revenue are pointed out in the Constitution, and, among them, 
thatoftaxing justice is not one. 

Mr. BAYARD hoped he was not understood as advocating a 
tax on the ad ministration of justice as a source of revenue; he 
had said nothing of that kind. What he did say was, that 
fee-bills were taxes on suitors to bear the expenses of thead- 
ministration of justice; and that it was more just to tax them 
for that purpose, than the whole community. F ES 

Mr. HENDERSON spoke at considerable length in support 
of his theory, that no revenue should be raised from taxes 
the administration of justice, He would oppose ‘the proposi- 
tion'to put any surplus from fee-bills into the Treasury-of the 


‘ United States, in any-shape or form that. could be devised: :: 


Mr. WOODBURY understood the Senator’s objection to be 
of a constitutional nature, But if his argument is good for 
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ngyitis good against his own predilection in favor of fee- 
.. There. is:‘nothing express in the Constitution to authorize 
the:establishment of ive-bills, or the establishment of fees of 
any kind.: But the system had been adopted from the usage of 
“other nations.. In 1836, a law was passed, that receivers of 
‘fees--such as measurers,. &c., in the custom-houses, who were 
in receipt of more than a sulliciency. for compensation, (the 
Hmit-being $1,500)—should pay the-excess into the Treasury; 
aud those who received less than a sufficiency, should, in cer- 
fain cases specified, be remunerated outofthe Tressury. This 
‘proposition, therefore, in the present case, was not, as the Sena- 
4ot-from Georgia (Mr. BERRIEN} supposed, new last year; but it 
. had been settled agd sanctioned by Congress for several years, 
in respect to custom-house officers. It had, indeed, always 
been the law to limit the receipts of collectors and receivers of 
public money to fixed amounts as a maximum. Besides, on 
whom did these fee-biils in the courts operate? Did they not 
operate to a large amount on the United States Treasury, outof 
which large sums had to be paid annually to these officers, in 
a classof cases? and if an excess were got back, it would be 
amy refunding to the Treasury part of what had been drawn 
rom it. 

Mr. CONRAD observed that, considering the State which he 
‘represented was particularly interested, he would claim the 
indulgence of the Senate for offering a few observations on this 
question, notwithstanding the lateness ofthe hour. After a few 
preliminary observations, he asked what was the enormity of 
the evil complained of, with regard to excess of fees? It was 
not. that individuals who received the fees made splendid for- 
tunes; for he did not know that there was much misfortune in 
accumulating wealth. Buttheevil lay beyond that—it lay in 
collecting too great an amount, by. way of fees. He believed, 
however, that after the Senator shall have examined the returns 
“contemplated by this amendment, he would find that the 
amount represented to have been collected by those clerks and 
attorneys would not be so great as anticipated, He would find 
that there had been great exaggeration as to the amounts re- 
ceivable by them And if the Senator from New York [Mr. 
_Wnricurt] expected to derive any considerable amount from this 
*source to replenish the National Treasury, by the adoption of 
his amendment, he would be greatly disappointed. Theadop- 
tion of the amendment would not have the effect to relieve the 
. individuals who are the suitors, and from whom the fees are col- 
jected, of the exorbitant and extortionate demands or tax now 
leviédupon them, The evil, as he conceived, which ought to 
be remedied, was this exorbitant tax oa the most unfortunate 
Pportionsofthe country. 'This was the evil; and it struck him 
thal the amendment was not suchas would reach the evil. He 
was glad to hear that the subject had attracted the notice of the 
Judiciary Committee, and that that committee had itin contem 

lation to provide by law a prover remedy for the evil. 

he evil was one which required the serious consideration of 
the Senate, and was one which could not be reached and reme- 
died by this simple amendment. to an appropriation bill, If the 
` fees were too large in amount, they should amend the law au- 
thorizing the collection of the fees, by dimiaishing the ra‘io 
where tuo great an amount was collected, and at the same time 
preserve the principles of the law. The question of consti- 
tutionality, which some Senaters argued was involved in this 
mode of raising money to supply the National Treasury, he 
would not argue; butif this mode of taxation was even consti- 
tutional, yet it wasa most oppressive and unjust species of 
taxation; it was a mode of taxation which operated on only 
three communities in the United States, and, at the same time, 
selected the most unfortunate portions of the community; those 
who were the least able to bear it--the bankrupts. There was 
neither justice nor humanity in that mode of taxation to sup- 
ply the Treasury, which selected the most unfortunate objects 
. for it to operate on. Such was the effect, if the Senate under- 
took to remedy the evil complained of, by the adoption of the 
amendment proposed. Another great objection to the amend- 
ment was, that it held out premiums to dishonesty. It authar- 
ized the return of the amount of fees collected to be made on 
the oath of the officercollecting. So, if there should be a temp- 
tation to dishonesty, those who were the most dishonest would 
be the most benefited by the amendment. He would rather 
leave the evil—-the oppressive taxation on the most unfortunate 
‘portions ofthe community—where it was, than to perpetuate it 
by the adoption of this amendment, which he firmly believed 
would have that effect. He was for lessening the burdens of the 
unfortunates upon whom this fee-tax falls; but was opposed to 
taking from the attorney and clerks any partion of the amount 
collected, to be carried to the National Treasury. 

Mr. BERRIEN obtained the floor, acd moved an adjourn- 
menn wmon motion wasdecided in the negative by ayes 18, 
“noes 19. 

Mr. B, rose and proceeded to discuss the amendment, argu- 
ing that, if the rate of fees was tov high, justice demanded that 
itshould be reduced. But he conceived it tu be highly unjust 
and illiberal in the Government to permit a tax, by way of tees, 
tobe collected; and then, becanse it affurds too great compen- 
sation to those for the paymentof whose labor the tax was au» 
thorized, to carry what might be the excess into the National 
Treasury. 

If the jate of fees gave too great compensation to the clerks 
and attorneys, he considered it the duty of the Senate to tura 
its attention to the law fixing that rate; and so alter it, as to 
establish such a rate as would give ample salary to those 
officers; but he was opposed to abstracting from them, for the 
purpose of being carried to the National Treasury, any por- 
tion of the amount which was the product of the labor of those 
officers. Ile believed sucha fee-bill could be established as 
would afford a great compensation to those officers ia every dis- 
trictin the Union. He did not believe that the present law contem- 
plated a uniform bill of fees for the whole Union; and thought, 
therefore, that it might be so altered as to be made to suit each 
particular district, by adopting such a rate to each district as 
would afford ampte salary to those officers, and nothing more, 
He believed the mode of legislation contemplated by this 

“amendment was an unjust one; and he trusted, therefore, that 
the amendment wou'd not be adapted. 

Mr. EVANS demanded the yeas and nays on the adoption of 
the amendment; which having been ordered, were taken, and 
remulted as follows: yeas 24, nays 19. 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Bagby, Bavard, Benton, 
Buchanan, Caihoun, Cethbert, Fulton, King, Linn, McRob- 
erts, Merrick, Phelps. Rives, Sevier, Smith of Conoecticut, 
Tallmadge, Tappan, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, 
and Young—24. 

NAVYS—Messrs: Bates, Berrien, Choate, Conrad, Crafis, 
Crittenden, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Man. 


gum, Miler, Morehead, Porter, Preston, Simmons, Smith of 
Indiana, Sprague; and Woodbridge—19. 

So the amendment of Mr. Wricut was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, the 3d proviso, in page 23, line 
542 of the bill, was strickenout, so as to make the bill conform 
to the principles of the amendment just adopted. 

The question now being on ordering the amendments to the 
bill to be engrossed for a third reading— ; 

Mr. BUCHANAN rose and said he had another amendment 
to propose, which he considered was necessary to put himself 
sight in view of his course on the amendment proposed by the 
Senator froin New Hampshire, [Mr. Woopzury.] He could 
not vote for the other amendment, because it deprived the Gov- 
ernment of a power which in no civilized Government in the 
worid was denied—the power to appoint secret or special agents 
abroad, in cases of great emergency aud absolute necessity. At 
the same time, he believed those agents, such as are zow In the 
employ of the Government abroad, should be salaried officers, 
and should be provided forby law. Mr. B. then readhis amend- 
ment (which was tobe appended to that portion of the bill ap- 
propriating $21,244 33 for contingent expenses of foreign inter- 
course) as follows: 

And provided further, That no part of this appropriation 
be applied, after the Ist of July next, fur compensation to sup- 
port agents appointed without the consent of the renate, or any 
act of Congress authorizing it, for receiving and transmitting 
despatches. 

Mr. B. said this was just the amendment of the Senator from 
New Hampshire, {Mr. Woopzury,] striking out that part ap- 
plicable to special agents, which it might be found necessary to 
to send abroad. ` 

The question was taken on the amendment, and it was agreed 
to by ayes 21, noes 18. 

The amendments were then ordered tobe engrossed; which 
having been done, the bill was read the third time and passed, 

On motion, the Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
WEDNESDAY, May 4, 1842. 

The following memorials were this day laid upon the Clerk’s 
table, under the order of the 29th March, viz: 

By Mr. HUN :: Memorial of Amos Robinson, et al., of the 2d 
ward, city of Troy, Rensselaer county, New York, in favor ola 
protective tariff. 

lig like, of Charles L. Richards, et al. of Troy, to same 
effect, 

The like, of Israel Seymour, et al. of Troy, to same effect. 

The like, of David S. McNamara, etal. of Hoosick, Rensse- 
laer county, New York, to same effect. 

The like, of 3. A. Cook, et al. of Rensselaer county, New 
York, to same effect. 

The like, of William F. Trueworthy, et al. of Rensselaer 
county, New York, to same effect. 

Mr. WELLER, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, to 
whom had been referred the bill from the Senate for the relief 
of the legal representatives of Richard P. Banks, of the State 
of Arkansas, reported the same without amendment. 

The bill was referred to the Committee of the Whole, 

Mr. MOORE, of Louisiana, asked leave to make a report from 
the Committee on Private Land Claims, 

Mr. HOPKINS moved that the rules of the House be sus- 
pended for the purpose of receiving reports of committees 
generally. ` 


THE MISSISSIPPI AND HUDSON RIVERS. 


Mr. BARNARD rose and asked the leave of the House to 
present two papers from the War Department. One of them, 
he said, referred to the improvement of the delta of the Missis- 
sippi, and was the report of a gentleman who had made a very 
thorough scientific examination of the mouth of that river, 
with suggestions, which, if they should be correct, would proba- 
bly save an immense amount of money to the Government in 
the improvement of the river. 

The other was a paper relating to the Hudson river, presented 
by the same individual, and suggesting a mode for the improve- 
ment of that river. It would be recollected that the Govern- 
ment undertook its improvement, upon an estimate making the 
expense, according to the plan adopted, some nine or ten hun- 
dred thousand dollars. Some two or three hundred thousand 
dollars of that amount had been expended—well expended. 
The suggestions of this individual, if correct, would go to save 
the expenditure of-a vast amount of money. The paperscame 
from the War Department. They had been sentto him from 
that depariment; and he desired to present them, that they 
might go to the Committee on Commerce, and be printed. 

Mr. WARREN demanded a separate question on the print- 
ing, objecting thereto, on the general ground, as the reporter 
understood, of opposition to these internal improvements by 
the General Governm nr. 

After a brief conversation, the question was taken separately, 
and the papers were referred to ihe Committee on Commerce 
and ordered to be printed. 


REMOVAL OF TRE LAW LIBRARY. 


Mr. BARNARD asked leave to offer a resolution relating to 
the removal of the Jaw library of Congress; which was read 
for information. 

Mr. AYCRIGG objecting, the resolution was not reeeived. 


. THE MORMONS. 


Mr. STUART, of Ilinois, asked leave to introduce certain 
evidence relating to the dificulies between the State of Mis- 
souri and the Mormons; and moved ihat it be referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary and printed. 

Mr. S. stated that the testimony was offered in behalf of the 
Mormons, and at their request he made the motion to print; 
and that he thought the motion ought to prevail, because the 
testimony offered by the Siate of Missouri against the Mor- 
mons had been printed by the Senate. Mr. S, further stated 
that the testimony was offered to sustain a peides already re- 
ceived by the House and referred toand now pending before 
the Judiciary Commiitee. i 

Mr. CAVE JOUNSON objecting, the motion to print was 
not received, 

Mr. HOPKINS called for the question on his moion to sus- 
pend the rales for the purpose of receiving reports, 

And the question being taken, the flouse refused to suspend 
the rules. = 

Mv. COWEN asked leave to make certain advers reports 
fiom the Commitee of Claims. Objected te. 


Mr. W. C. JOHNSON inquired of the Speaker-what-was-the 
regular order of business; and the SPEAKER. having stated 
that it was the unfinished debate of Saturday last, Mr. J. called 
for the orders of the day. EE Fades ota 

Mr. GOODE, of Ohio, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, 
reported as correct the bill for the relief of Clarke Woodroof ; 
which- received the signature of the Speaker, BaD he 

A message was received from the Senate, by A. Diokina, 
Esq., Secretary, asking the concurrence of the House ina num- 
ber of bills passed by that body. ae 


NEW YORK CUSTOM-TIOUSE REPORTS, a 


The House proceeded to the consideration of the unfinished 
business of Saturday, being the motion of Mr.. Wise to print 
“the message of the President and the accompanying reports and 
documents from the commissioners appointed to investigate the 
affaira of the New York custom-house. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD was entitled to the floor, and addressed 
the House at greatlength, mainly in an argument adverse to 
the constitutional power of the President to institute such an 
investigation, and then in some general remarks on the merits 
of the matter. i 

Mr. U, yielded the floor several times for purposes of ex- 
planation; amongst other members, to Mr. Everers, who, in 
reference to that portion of Mr. U.’s argument which related 
to the constitutional power of the President, called for the read- 
ing or the commission under which the investigation was or- 

ered. 

ale document not being found among the papers on the 
table— 

Mr. CUSHING said he could furnish a copy. 

And the commiasion was read, as follows: 


“Treasury Department, May 10, 1841. 

“To the Hon. GEORGE POINDEXTER and ALFRED KELLEY, esq. 
“Jtappears that, for a series of years, there have been heavy 
losses and defalcations. in the collection of the revenue at the 
portof New York. It appears, also, that the number of affi- 
cers engaged in the collection of the customs at that port has 
been much augmented, and the expense incurred in the collec- 
tion has greatly increased; and it has been alleged and charged, 
ina manner and under circumstances which require notice, 
that there have been frauds and connivance at frauds, and par- 
tiality and corruption, among some of the persons connected 
with the collection of the customs, whereby the revenue has 
sutfered loss, and the honest and fair traders have suffered in. 


ury. 

Phe President considers it his duty, under and by virtue of 
the provision of the Constitution which requires him to see 
that the laws be faithfully executed, to inquire into and ascer- 
tain the best means within his power of correcting the evils 
which have been found to exist in this branch of the Executive ` 
administration; and also to inquire into the existence of such 
abuses asare alleged, to the end that, if discovered to exist, they 
also may be corrected. ` 

“For this purpose he has appointed yon a commission of ex- 
amination and inquiry, and wishes you to direct your attention 
to the following points: 

“ist. Whether any of the public moneys derived from the 
customs have gone into the hands of any of the collectors, or 
other officers of the customs—which does not appear in the ac- 
counts transferred to this department; and if there have, why 
it does not appear in the accounts—whether it is owing to a de- 
fect in the mode of keeping the books of the custom-house, and 
of stating the accounts, or to the negligence or misconduct of 
the accounting officers. 

“2d. -You willinquire and report whether the number of clerks 
in the office of the collector or naval officer be greater or less 
than the full and prompt performance of the clerical duties in 
such office, requires. ae 

“3d. Whether frauds have been recently and habitually 
practised by importers of merchandise, to the injury of the rev- 
enue; and, if so, whether it was owing to any defect in the ex. 
isting laws, or to the connivance or negligence of any of the of- 
ficers of the customs; and,if so, by whom. `, 

4th. Whether there has been discrimination or partiality 
between individuals in the appraisement or passing of their 
goods-—the extending of favor io one, and doing injury and in- 
justice to others, Ifthere have, by whom those abuses have 
been practised; and what has been the ground of distinction be. 
tween importers. 

“pih, Whether the number of inspectors employed is great- 
er or less than the prompt and efficient execution of the public 
duties requires. 

“6th. Whether any Joss accrues to the revenue from the 
present adjustment of dutiesand drawbacks. If so, does it 
arise frum a defect in the existing law, or from frauds upon it? 

“7th, And you will inquire and report upon all cases of 
bribery, abstraction of goods fiom the public stores, misappli- 
cation of public property, fraud, partiality misconduct, or ir- 
regularity in the said service, or among the public officers or 
agents engaged therein, as may appear to’ you. to exist ; and 
such other matters as may be indicated from time to time by 
this department. PIA , 

“You are authorized to proceed jointly or severally in the 
execution of this commission, and, for the purposes of the in- 
quiry, to inspect the books of the custom-house; to examine 
the officers thereof, and other persons, whether employed’ in 
the collecfion of the customs or not, under oath ; and you are 
requested to proceed diligently in the inquiry. and report to this 
department at the earliest convenient day, For all which this 
shail be your warrant. : 

“ By order of the President : 
“T, EWING, Secretary of the Treasury.” 


Mr. W. C. JOHNSON, in ihe same. connexion, called for 
the reading of the 12h section of the law of 1840, (known as 
the sub-Freasury law,) which was read. Thie (Mr. J. said) he 
did at the instance of one of ihe commissioners then présent in 
the Hall, (Governor Poindexter.) | ; a nie 

Mr. J. subsequently said he did not derive the President 3 
authority from the law of 1840, but that itexisted from the 
Clause of the Constitution which enjoined the President to see 
the laws faithfully executed; and that it was well known that 
General Harrison ‘instituteda board of commissioners in this 
city, to examine into the expenses of the public buildings, and 
he had heard no complaint about it at the ume, although the ex- 
sya session Was assembled here at the tiie. ; 

At a subsequent period ef his remarks, and while commenting 
upon the letter of the President to Governor Poindexter, a 
portion whereof has been heretofore published in this paner as 
a part of this debate,) Mr. UNDERWoup yielded to-- 


“oMr.-PROFFIT, who- stated that he had in his possession a 
“copy of the whole letter of the President, and the letter of Gov- 
‘etnor Poindexter which called it out. . 

Mr. UNDERWOOD... Let us haveit. I want to keep noth- 

‘ing back, è 4 
r. MORGAN. Is notthata private letter? - : 

Mr. '‘MERRIWETHER, (addressing Mr. Paorrir.) How do 
you know that it ia a true copy of the original? y 

Mr. PROFFIT. Letthem bringup that letter from the com- 
mittee, and coinpare them, and see if they are not” word for 
“word, fs 

The SPEARER interposed to order. d 

The following letters were then read atthe Clerk’s table: 

Letter from God. Poindegter to the President. . 

: “WASHINGTON, February 9, 1842. 

“My pear Str: I have had the honor to receive your commu- 
nication of the 8h instant, ia reply to mine of the Sth instant. 
‘Your regret atthe failure of my effort to obtain an interview 
with-you, immediately after my return fiom New York, cannot 
be greater than my own. [could have explained to you more 
‘fully the causes which have intervened to delay the completion 
of my report in a personal interview, than ina hasty corres 

Oydence. You do nut speak of such an interview as a matter 

lestred by you at this time, and your silence on that subject 

leaves me to infer that you do not consider it necessary on your 
‘own pary but, if I am mistaken in this inference, 1 sould be 
most happy to be corrected. You are pleased to express the 
anticipation of ‘much pleasure and information in perusing my 
“report, when it shal! be printed;’ but your time is so continu- 
ally occupied during the day, that you suggest the idea of ta- 
king it with you in yourchamber at night. E hope you may 
not be disappointed in the estimate you place on the value of 
this document. It will cover the wholeground of our examina: 
tions iato the frauds and malpractices which have prevailed, 
and do still prevail, at the New York custom-house, and which, 
in my judgment, ought to be reformed. But I cannot flatter 
myself that the benefits resulting from these labars will cor- 
respond with the hopes which I entertained in the commence- 
ment., Causes have sprung up, well calculated to dampen my 
expectations when I undertook the arduous and delicate duties 
.of investigating the official conduct of the officers of the cus- 
toms at the portot New York; but whatever can be done to 
bring these matters fairly before the Government and people of 
this country, shall be fearlessly and faithfully attempted, in 
closing my connexion with the commission which you insti- 
tuted for the purpose. These causes I would greatly prefer ex. 
plaining to you privately, rather than be compelled to bring 
them before the public gaze. The alternative is under your 
control, and will be conformed to your wishes, when made 
known, 

“ You inform me’that ' Congress are in motion, and huve 
been for some time, in relation to your (my) investigations ; 

” and that a resolution is before you, adopted by the louse of 
Representatives, on that subject; and therefore are pleased to 
learn that my report will be completed in two or three days. 
The resolution of which you speak has no relation to my pro- 
ceedings or of the other commissioners, as no call is made for 
the evidence, but simply for the power under which the com- 
mission was created, and the expenses attending it, and the fund 
out of which they have been paid. The answer to this resolu. 
tion must of course be confined to the call, and will not em. 
brace. my report or that of my colleagues, or the evidence taken 
by the commissioners, When these shall be called for, 1 am 
Xeady to furnish my opinions on all the subjects brought be- 
fore the commission at any moment. Lam aware that mis. 
represeutationa, intentionally made to mislead you, have em. 
anated from the guilty custom-house ofticers and their accom- 
plices, and fear that, to a certain extent, they have been suc- 
ceasful, This I deeply regret, becanse harmony between the 
appointing power and the agent is indispensable to give effect 
to the investigations when they shall be communicated to Con- 
gress, and through that body to the public. 

“You must be sensible that, without union of action, no bene- 
ficial result can be expected from any disclosures, made under 
the commission, of corruption in the collection and peculation 
on the public revenue received at the custom-house in New 
York, where two-thirds of the imposts of the country are col- 
lected. You cannot expect that those who bold Office, and 
whose conduct forms the subject of investigation, will deal can- 
didly with you in their representations of that conduct, or speak 
favorably ofany commissioner whom they cannot bend to their 
own purposes, Fidelity in the agent to examine inta their ofti- 
cial acta, is the worst crime, in their estimation, which such 
agent: could commit. But, however it may be in their power to 
bring to their aid influences which overshadow my own, I can- 
not be deterred from the independent attitude which Ihave oc- 
cupied, and shall continue to occupy, in placing their conduct 
in bold relief before the Government and country, whatever 
may be the responsibility or personal injury which I may in- 
curin the performance of this high duty. 

“The idea that I have unnecessarily delayed a report to the 
Secretary of the Treasury by any one ofthe commissioners, ig 
utterly fallacious and unfounded; which 1am ready to verify, 
and shall verify, when it may become proper to doso, 1 find 
in a letter written from this city, by a correspondent of a news. 
paperin New York, whois not unknown to you, the following 
paragraph: 

“Old Poinsis expected here in a day or two; and then we shall 
learn something about the custom-house Investigation. Mr. 
Steuart has been anxious to make his report; but Mr. Poindex- 
ter had the books and papers in New York.’ 

“This statement is utterly false, come from what quarter it 
may. Ihave never,at any time since the commission opened 
in New York, had possession of a single original paper apper- 
taining to the proceedings of the board, for one single moment, 
otherwise than as I had a right of access to them in the hands of 
the secretary of the board. 

“T enclose you a copy of an order made by the commissioners 
before Messrs. Steuart and Bradley left New York, which placed 
all the books, papers, and records of the commission, in the cus- 
tody of F. L. Thruston and George Wood, secretaries, to be 
delivered at the Treasury Department to the commissioners. 
This order was execnted, and the only books and papers in my 
possession at New York were copies of the originals, which 
were safely delivered at the department. The paragraphof 
the letter above quoted is a wanton violation of truth. and is of 
a character corresponding with every thing else which has ap- 
peared in that print coming through the same channel. I 

ave had no other object in view, from the commencement of 
this-invesügation down to the present time, than the public in- 
‘wreste-and your fame as the Chief Magistrate of the nation. ¥ 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


have made great personal sacrifices, both of feeling and inter- 
est, in the discharge of my duties. The compensatien has fal- 
len short of my actual expenditures, and my business in the 
West has suffered to an extent which I cannot now estimate 
with any degree of accuracy. But allthis I should set down 
as nothing, if my labors should result in purifying that kennel 
of corruption and fraud, the New York custom-house. 

“To accomplish this object thoroughly, the Government would 
be the gainer, if it were done at the cost of half a million of 
dollars. But, I confess, looking at passing events, my mind 
despairs of reaching a consummation so devoutly to be wished. 
It is not my intention to press this correspondence further, by 
asking any reply to this communication. 1 should not have 
Written a line to you on the subject, had you invited me toa 
personal conference in relation toit, It is, however, due to my- 
self and to you, that your mind should, in some form or other, 
be disabused of the volume of premeditated falschood which I 
know. has been communicated to you to withdraw from me that 
confidence which has so long subsisted between us, and thereby 
defeat the groat ends for which you caused the commission of 
investigation to be instituted, I will add, (because it is strictly 
true,) that there is not in existence a man more sincerely and 
disinterestedly your friend than myself. 1 do not deal in de- 
ceitful flattery to recommend myself to any favor in your gift; 
for I seek none, and have sought none, at your hands; but when 
all the devices put in requisition by such men as Curtis and 
Webster to destroy me in your estimation shall be detected and 
exposed, you will find that there is more value in unpleasant 
truths, than in deceptions practised under the guise of friendship, 
which never fail to end in cruet disappointment, 

“Accept assurances of my high respect and consideration, 
“GEV, POINDEXTER.” 


Letter from the President to Governor Poindexter. 


“WASHINGTON, February 11, 1842. 

“DEAR Sim: I must express my surprise at some of the re- 
marks contained in yours of yesterday; more especially the ap: 
prehensions you express that official harmony between the ap- 
potnting power and the agent (myself and you) may have suf- 
fered interruption through representations made to me by 
‘guilty custom house officers and other accomplices.’ I jeave 
the remark without comment. 
, “Nor can I do less than express my regret that you have found 
It necessary to couple the name of Mr. Webster with a conspi. 
racy ‘to destroy you in my esiimation;’ a proceedure which, if 
it have existence in any quarter, has not come to my knowl- 
edge. Certain it is, that Mr. Webster has never uttered one 
word of disparagement of you to me, nor am I aware of his 
having been in the slightest degree connected with any matter 
to your Prejudice, AndI submitif it be nota poor compliment 
to myself to suppose me deceived by any cabal, or conspiracy 
of ‘guilty custom-house officers,’ or any others, éven if one 
existed. Be perfectly assured that there exists no cabal at this 
end of the avenue, of which I am cognisant, of any sort or de- 
scription. eee K 

“The commission, on whichat my own vequestyou and others 
consinted to serve, was instituted, and the report of the com- 
missioners is now wanted, by me, for my own information, 
Ido not doubt but that it will contain many suggestions with 
regard to the custom-houses, and the mode of transacting busi- 
ness most worthy to be recommended by me to Congress. And 
should it bring to my knowledge any facts implicating those 
now in office, to an extent or upon grounds requiring the Execu- 
tive action in regard to them, Ishall, without any promptings 
by Congress, who have rightfuily nothing to do with i, discharge 
my daty to the county without fear, That] have for a consid- 
erable ame most anxiously desired the report to be made, 
Twill not deny. Whether, when made, Ishall deem it best to 
communicate the entire report to Congress, or otherwise make 
it public, or content myself with adopting its recommendations 
aud urging them upon the deliberations of Congress, will he 
for my own decision, as also will be the time and occasion for 
making it, “J 

“I take leave, in conclusion, to say, that the paragraph ex- 
tracted from a New York newspaper is for the first time brought 
under my eye by your letter. Had IL seen it earlier, it would 
scarcely have arrested my attentioa. Ido not suffer myself to 
be disturbed, or my opinions to be formed, by any thing appear- 
ing in the newspapers. j 

“I am, dear sir, very respectfully, yours, 
“Gov. POINDEXTER. JOHN TYLER ” 


Mr. UNDERWOOD, in concluding his remarks, moved to 
amend the motion to print, by adding thereto an amendment; 
which, efter several modifications, was read as follows: 


ident answered it, sending his reasons for what he had done 
and giving as his authority the clause in the Constitution under 
which he acted. Mr. P. recollected very well ‘the day when 
the answer to this resolution was brought in and read at the 
Clerk’stable; and everybedy acquiesced in the justice of the 
reasons given by the President for his conduct. The gentleman 
found no fault then, nor did he at the extra session. Why 
did he not at the extra session find fault with, and ca: 
vil at, this commission? Why did he not cail on the 
a fesidene then to stop ji? 
that it was illegal? Mr. P. uessed, the reason ve: 

At that time no quarrel had tien place between the Peoi 
and the great Whig party. Then, it was all right; then, the 
Now, it 
ere 4 Why 
Was no objection made when the Presideut’sanswerto the reso- 
lution was received? Not one single person at that time was 


found to rise in his place and object to the grounds laid down b: 

the President for instituting the commission. He would ask if 
the House had treated Mr. Poindexter properly? Had they 
treated the President properly? and had the debates on this 
question been conducted properly? No. Previous to the pa. 
pers being laid before the House, they were prejudicing the pub- 
lic mind im relation to them—telling what they contain, without 
knowing what they are, and talking of rumors; and this was 
called debating in the House of Representatives. Now, what 
did the gentleman from Kentucky say? Why, that the Whig 
party had committed a great blunder in ordering the printing 
of Mr. Poindexter’sreport, This, Mr. P. thought himself; for 
it was impossible for the committee to have read and un- 
derstood it before they made it a part of their report. 
With regard to this report, what. were the facts connected 
with it? “Why, the authority. of the Speaker was called for, to 
force Mr, Poindexter to give this report to the committee. -The 
subpeena was dated on the 27th of last month; and on the 28th— 
the very next day—a report of 360 pages was laid before the 
House. One week before the order of the Speaker to Governor 
Poindexter, that report was in the possession of the committees 
and one day before, it was in the possession ofthe President. It 
was handed in 10 the Secretary of the Treasnry on the 12th of 
April, withdrawn for the purpose of being corrected, and notre 
turned till the 20th; and on the very same day, and before it 
was given to the President, the order was issued to Mr Poindex- 
ter lo bring it before the committee; and, on his refusal, the 
Speaker issued his sabpena on the 27th. The report wae, 
therefore, in the possession ofthe committee one week before 
the order was issued, and one day before ic was in possession 
of the President. And we have had speeches (said Mr. P.) 
sentout to the country, censuring the President for withholding 
it from Congress, with a design to screen Mr. Curtis, | 

He was as anxious (Mr. P. said) as anybody to have this 
Yeport printed; but he was anxious, alse, to speak on it, and 
explain the action of the President in regard to it. The previ- 
ous question, however, cut off the debate, and prevented the 
friends of the President from making any explanation to set 
aside the imputations against him. Who was it that voted for 
the previous question? Not this side of the House, (said Mr. 
P.,) but the gentleman from Keutucky and his friends. 

Mr. P. then replied at length to Mr, Unperwoop’ s argument 
in relation to the power of the President to institute the com- 
mission, and contended that he had both the legal and consti- 
tutional right to do so. 

Mr. STANLY said, before he went into the remarks he in- 
tended to submit, he had a word or two to say to’ the gentleman 
from Indiana, [Mr. Prorrit.] That gentleman had expressed 
great surprise that the Committee on Expenditures should have 
produced to the House the letter, an extract of which was read 
tothe House. Now he warited to know whether there was any 
more harm in the committee’s obtaining a knowledge of this 
letter, than in the gentleman’s obtaining a like knowledge ofthe 
very same paper? The gentleman spoke of it in a manner 
which showed him to have got at its contens in some way. 
The committee had a legitimate mode of obtaining a copy of 
it, having been armed by the House with power to send for per- 
sons and papers, touching matters belonging to their department 
of public duty. They had not come into the possession of this 
paper as early, by some weeks, as the gentleman and his friends. 
The gentleman said there was no difference between the report 
sent to the committee and that sent to the President. How did 
he know this? The other day the House were told, ex cathedra, 
that there was a difference between them. It was anew doc. 
trise, that the possession of papers by a committee exempted 
the President froin all further responsibility in regard to the 
subject to which they related. Because a committees had got 
into their hands a letter (he was about to say an insolent letter) 
of the Presideat’s, charging the existence of a cabal at this end 
of the avenue, (he wondered which of the cabals he meant 
that of the Locofocos, or that of his own peculiar friends here?) 
therefore the President was to be discharged from the entire 
duty of correcting public abuses, and recommending great 
measures of public policy! In what a poor, mean, childish, 
spiteful attitude did this present the Chief Magistrate of such 
a nation! R 

Mr. PROFFIT here entered into an explanation, qualifying 
what he had before said, 

Mr. STANLY said he wasqaite willing the gentleman should 
qualify as far ashe liked. The gentleman now said that the 
exemption of responsibility on the part of the President, and its 
transfer to Congress, was to continue only until the President 
got back the papers sent to the House; but the gentleman had 
not said so before ; neither did the President say s0 in his com- 
munication. 

Mr. S. would now turn toa different matter. 

I endeavored (said he) to ob ain the floor immediately after 
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Wise] concluded, I wanted 
it but ten minutes, but the estimable gentleman from Kentucky 
[Mr. Unperwoop] saw fit to deny me an act of courtesy seldom 
refused by ihe House.. But, sir, Lam satisfied, Iwas notina 
humor to have said what F had to say in a mild or moderate 
way. 1am generally easily provoked, I fear, by the assump. 
tion of audacious insolence; and probably more provoked than 
T should be. 

The gentleman from Virginia seemed to be writhing under 
the consciousness that he had a desperately bad cause to defend: 
and as he had no arguments or proofs to offer te the House, he 
must content himself with violent gesticulation and immodest 
asseverations. 

If the Committee on Public Expenditures had not been un- 
graciously assailed, I should have deemed any thing said on 
Saturday by the gentleman from Virginia as unworthy of spe- 
cial notice from ime. Iam not sure whether much he said was 
intended to be applied io any individual, yetit looked like it in 
a portion of the remarks to which I shail reply. 

On the 8th of May, 1792, Mr. Fitzsimmons, from the commit. 
tee appointed to inquire into the causes of the failure of the late 
expedition under Major General St. Clair, reported that the 
committee had, accerding to order, proceeded to examine all 
the papers furnished by the Executive Department relative 
thereto; sundry papers and accounts furnished by the Treasury 
and War Departments, with explanations of the same by the 
heads »f those departments in person; to hear the testimon: 
of witnesses upon oath, and general remarks by General S4 
Clair upon the. a established by the whole evidence; and 
that, as the result of their inquiries, the commi 
to the following oe I g committee had agreed 

Thus we see they had the heads of de: i 
before them. partments in person 

But to proceed with other instances, Why, Mr. 8. asked, ig 


this House denominated the grand inquest of the nation, if, 
through its committees, it has no power to inquire into abuses? 

In the House of Representatives, 23d September, 1814, a com- 
mittee wag appointed to inquire into the causesof the success 
of the enémy in his recent enterprises against this metropolis 
and the neighboring town of Alexandria, and into the manner 
in which the public buildings and property were destroyed, and 
the amount thereof, and that they have power to send for per- 
sons and papers. 

Mr. Johnson, of Kentucky, Mr. Lowndes, Me. Stockton, Mr. 
Miller, Mr. Goldsborough, Mr. Barbour, and Mr. Pickens, were 
appointed the said committee. 

f all delicate relations, the war arrangements of the Gov- 
emment, flagrante bello, must be most delicate. Oi all en- 
titled to be considered as confidential, the conduct of military 
operations must be especially so. i f 

This committee summoned to give testimony the Secretaries 
of State, of War, andofthe Navy, the Attorney General, andthe 
Secretary of the Treasury, besides other persons, in official and 
private stations. The heads of departments were questioned as 
to what had occurred in cabinet councit—they were requested 
to testify of what occurred during their deliberations as cabinet 
officers; and they did so. The Attorney General (Mr. Rush) 
testified—but with a protest—that ordinarily he might refuse to 
give evidence on subjects of executive consideration; “but he 
intimated he was not restrained by prohibitory injunctions from 
the quarter whence alone they could issue;” by which I under- 
stand he consulted the President as to the propriety of answer- 
ing the committee. 

hese cabinet officers did testify as to the deliberations of the 
cabinet, 

To ‘shaw how far the committee thought they had a right to 
inquire, Mr. S. read a jeer from the Hon. William Jones to the 
chairman of the committee. 

Here, then, was a committee, composed of the distinguished 
men whom I have named, with a total want of delicacy, accord- 
ing to one of the cow-boys, dogging the heads of departments, 
and prying into cabinet secrets ! k 

Mr. Madison at that time was President, He did not regard 
the proceedings of a committee constituted by the House of 
Representalives—the grand inquest of the nation—as transcend- 
ing their authority, or violating decorum, by asking of members 
of the cabinet what had been done in cabinet council. Mr. 
Madison did not think that these cabinet meetings were held for 
his “own information.” He thought they were public officers; 
and by the directions of the Father of the Constitation, they did 
teatify to the occurrences in cabinet meetings. How ridiculous, 
then, is the pretence now set up, that the Committee on Public 
Expenditures were guilty of a breach of decorum in calling for 
the proceedings of public officers! 

Another case: In December, 1826, charges of a very ont- 
yageous character were preferred against Mr, Calhoun while 
he was Secretary of War. He asked the Honse of Representa- 
tives to institute an inquiry. On the 29th of December, 1826, it 


was— 

“Ordered, That the letter from the Vice President of the 
United States, asking an official investigation iato his official 
conduct while Secretary of the Department of War, this day 
communicated to the House, be referred to a select commiitee; 
and that the committee have power to send for persons and pa. 

ers, And Mr. Floyd, Mr. Wright, Mr. Williams, Mr. Camp. 
ell, Mr. Clarke, Mr, Ingersoll, and Mr. Sprague, were appointed 
said committee.” 7 

{Mr. S. here read a letter from the chairman of the committee 
to the Hon. Mr. Barbour, Secretary of War, requesting his at- 
tendance; and stated that Mr. Barbeur, in reply, desired that 
Mr. Rush, Mr. Southard, General Macomb, and Colonel R, M. 
Johnson, should be summoned; and Mr. Barbour, Mr. Rush, 
Colonel Johnson, (Senator from Kentucky,) Mr. Southard, and 
General Macomb gave depositions before the committee. ] 

As usual with the gentleman from Virginia, be contradicted 
himself and overthrew his own statement in one or two partic- 

-ulars. The first charge as to the President’s letter was, that it 
wasaprivateletter, On Saturday we were told distinctiy it 
was a letter written “as President” to one of the commission- 
ers, Where, then, the impropriety oflaying before the House 
this letter, which had been submitted to the committee by the 
commissioner? It was an official letter, written by Mr. Tyler 
to Mr: Poindexter, as chairman of the board of commissioners. 
So much for the charge of using a private letter. 

The gentleman challenges the production of proof of the mis- 
conduct of officersat New York. Proof he wants. Well, sir, 
if he will have patience, the procf he will get; and the whole 
proof that has been handed to the committee, and not merely 
such parts as the President shall see fit to send. 

The gentleman disclaimed all wish to injure the manufactur- 
ers. Oh, how kind! What asudden love has seized the gen- 
tleman. It was only the day before he used the following re- 
marks, which I read from the Intelligencer, the accuracy of 
which will be vouched for by ali who heard them : , 

“The whole measure originated with him; and a most impor- 
tant reportit is. Itnot only involves the conduct and character 
of men in the New York custom-house—of ‘Hoyt, of Curtis, of 
Carnes, of Wasson, and others in that establishment; but I can 
tell New England gentlemen on this floor that it involves some 
men of the very highest standing in Boston and in Lowell—the 
gentry of New England—the highest class of caputalisis—these, 
too, are involved; afd if the statements in the report are true, 
men of this description have been engaged in a conspiracy to 
bribe the custom-house officers to seize on woollen goods for 
the benefit of the manufacturers of New England. Mr. W. 
said that if these fects came out, he should thank Mr. Poin 
dexter most profoundly for his labors; it would go far to- 
wards excusing his course in relation to the report; although, 
till there should be actual evidence produced thai the 
President was inclined to suppress the report rendered to 
him, Mr. W. did not see how itcould be excused. He believed 
this very report would be found to he one of the strongest anti- 
tariff documentsever put forth to the community; the agricul- 
tural interest of the country would be gratified by its perusal. 
‘the report not only involved the character of the custom- 
house officers at New York; but also of the commissioners 
themselves, (who were understood some of them to be anti-tar- 
iff Whigs, and others pro-tariff Whigs,)and wtimately every 
member here representing the Stateof Massachusetts. This 
report, gentlemen might be assured, had deeper ends in view 
than a mere reform of abuses or correction of the revenue laws. 
Bhould it expose the iniquities of the protective system, and 
operate to save the cuuntry from their infliction, the whole 

South, and particularly the State of South Carolina, ought 
fe erecta monument to the memory of tte author,” 
; 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


What amiable language this, from one who does not wish to 
injure the inannfacturers! “If these facts came out, he should 
thank Mr. Poindexter,” &c. &c, Wiat facts? Why, that 
men of high standing in Boston and in Lowell, the gentry of 
New England, were engaged in a conspiracy to bribe custom- 
house offices! A monument ought tə be erected, if the ini- 
quities of the protective system were exposed in the report! 
And yet, sir, itis very probable all this was not meant in any 
spirit of unkindness to the manufacturer; it was only a hint 
to terrify the Massachusetts delegation, by saying to them, 
Your constituents are implicated; better smother up this busi- 
ness. 

(Mr. EVERETT. I wish to state that it was in consequence 
of the declarations of the gentleman from Virginia that (be re- 
consideration was refused. A number of gentlemen near me 
from Massachusetts had made up their minds to vote to recon- 
sider; but the moment they heard what the gentleman said as 
to the contents ofthe report, they changed their purpose.] 

Mr. STANLY resumed. It is only one of many instan- 
cesin which the gentleman has defeated his own purposes, 

The gentleman says there was no blow aimed hy the Presi. 
dent at the manufacturers. Can it be possible that the Presi- 
dent does not aim a blow at the iniquities of the protective sys- 
tem, which is advocated by the manufacturing interest? Can it 
be possible that the gentlema’’s President will aim no blow to 
save the South from the “infliction” of the iniquites of the 
protective system? Surely, the gentleman speaks without con- 
sideration,—unless the President intends to change his ground, 
or geta new conscience, upen the subject of domestic manu- 
factures. 

Among other complaints, and of about the same dignity and 
gravity, urged against the committee, was this: that the report 
had not been “read to the House.” I took down the words as 
they were uttered. Now, sir, how many. reports are read to 
this House? Not one in a hundred. If all reports were read, 
the House could do no other business. No reports of investi- 
gating commitiees have been read, to my knowledge, since I 
have been a member of this House. 

The report in March, 1837, from an investigating committee 
of which the gentlemah was chairman, was made on the 3d of 
March, Congress adjourned nextday, Was this report read? 
The report contained 91 pages, and the journal contained 318 
prges, besides an appendix of 153 pages. Were all these read? 
No, sir, there was not time; it would have been unusual and 
ridiculous, So in another report of 81 pages, (from Me. Gar- 
land’s committee, in February, 1837,) andjournal, with accom- 
panying papers of 636 pages—a report made March Ist, 1837. 
Was this, were all these papers “read to the House?” The gen- 
tleman was on that committee also. No, sir, they were not 
vead. I venture to say, sir, that much of the matter accompa- 
nying those reports was never read by the committee, 


The gentleman says thet justice requires that the whole truth 
should appear. This is exactly my opinion. This the Com- 
mittee on Public Expenditures thought would be best effected 
by their course, especially when they saw the monstrous duc- 
trine avowed by the President. The committee thought they 
perceived a design in the President to use the report for his 
own information, and they thought that Congress had some- 
thing to do with it. So will this House and this country think; 
and, like the committee, the honest people of the country 
will be astounded at the doctrines expressed in the letter of the 
President. 2 

But the gentleman’s “delicacy” has been shocked at the idea 
of taking this report from the President’s keeping. Let us see 
what precedents have been established, as far as the gentleman 
from Virginia is concerned, in procuring information, docu- 
ments, and papers from executive officers. During the 2d 
session of the 24th Congressacommittee was appointed whose 
duty it was, among other things, to inquire whether any agent 
ofthe deposite banks was employcd “at the request or through 
the procurement ofthe Tréasury Department.” No delicacy 
here towards executive officers. Heve let me correcta mistake. 
Ithought it was proved that Mr. Whitney was employed at the 
request of the department. It seemsthis was notso. But the 
minority of the committee—the gentleman from Virginia being 
one—contended he was so employed, and endeavored to ascer- 
tain from him on what terms he wasemployed and how paid. 
In prosecuting their delicate inquiries, they asked the following 
question: 


“State whether any agent or agents, in connexion with any 
oflicers of the Government, or any other person or persons, 
company or companies, have or have not been engaged, either 
directly or indirectly, in speculations in the public lands, in 
Treasury cettificates of deposite, since the issuance of the 
Treasury order of July 1}, 1836, or in the stocks of banks, corpor- 
ations, &c.; and whether such speculations have or have not 
constituted a part of the compensation or emolument of said 
agent or agents of the deposite banks.” 


A motion was made to strike out the words “any officer or 
officers of the Government, or’’—Mr. Wise voting against it: 
the gentleman of delicacy towards officers of Government vo- 
ling against it! i 

Other questions relating to the private conduct of officers of 
Government were sustained by the gentleman from Virginia. 
Thad some suspicion that this delicacy did not start with the 
gentleman, and, in looking over the proceedings of Mr. Garland’s 
committee, I find Mr, Whitney’s pretest. He protestedagainst 
“unauthorized inquisitions” into private affairs, and he spoke 
of “private scruples of delicacy or duty.” He complained of 
the committee that their subpena duces tecum would search 
into his private correspondence, ‘sweeping up all the loose 
memoranda” he may have kept, &c. I do not say he had no 
cause for complaint; very probably he had. Other portions of 
this report could be cited, but itis unnecessary to consume 
‘time in this way. 

Now let us look at the report No. 194, 2] session 24th Con- 
gress. The gentleman from Virginia was chairman of this 
committee. The committer, in the words of two of its mem- 
bers, “sought from the President of the United States and the 
heads of the departments informaties which was deemed ma- 
terial to the investigation of the condition and management of 
those departments, and iuto the manner in which ihe Execu- 
tive Government has been a:ministered in those departments,” 
&e. The Committee on Public Expenditures had power to 
send for persons and papers. Did they do more than this com 
minee attempted to do? 

No, sir; and the subsequent proceedings of the committee 
will show this. Now, sir, to a few extracts. Report of Mr. 
Wiss, No. 194, before referred to. He “dissented” from the 
majority, of course. When did he assent to any thing that he 


did not originate and control? Speaking of things to be exam: 
ined, he says: TaT 


“Among these, the first in importance, atid the first “proposed: 
to be examined, were the subjects of Executive patronage:to 
the public press, of Executive appointments to office, of the ` 
application of contingent items of appropriation, or. irregular. 
expenditures, allowances, and payments, and of sinecures.”? 2 

This 1 think exhibited as great a want of delicacy as. thë pro- 
ceedings of any other committee. And then the gentleman in- 
troduced a resolution calling for— 


“A list or lists of all officers, or agents, or deputies, wha have 
been appointed, or employed and paid, since the 4th of March 
1829, to the Ist of December last, by the President, or either of 
said heads of departments, respectively, without nomination 
to, or the advice and consent of, the Senate of the United States: 
showing the names of such officers, agents, or deputies, the 
sums paid to each, the services rendered, and by what author- 
ity appointed and paid.” : 

Now, sir, I ask, would not the services rendered have shown 
a few Executive reports} Most unquestionably, if the resolu- 
tion had heen answered, : 

I must, sir, at the risk of being tedious, furnish the House 
with a few more extracts from this report. Lread the following 
extract from page 27, andalmost thought some one waa speak. 
ing of the present times. Listen, sir: 

“Usurpations are rare; they are generally flagrant, and 
they rarely ever are the cause, but oftener the effect, of corrup- 
tion. s ` 

“The latter first steals into the administration of the laws, 
and then prepares the pretext for the open aggressions of the 
ormer, 

“The fewaccounts which may have been paid to printers be- 
yond what the Jaw allows, were nothing, compared to the cor- 
tupting and bribing abuse of legal authority, to discharge a 
long-established press, with extensive circulation and numerous 
subscribers, from the printing of the lawsand public advertise- 
ments, because its politics happened not to agree with the powers 
that be, or with the men who were to be in power; and to estab: 
lish, with pledges of the Government patronage, a new press, 
without subscribers, and without circulation, except through 
the franking privilege of privileged partisans, for the uses of 
party; and to organize these pensioned presses, thus brought in 
existence by the generating power ef corruption, into a com: 
bined phalans of types, from one end of the Union to the other, 
speaking the same words, echoing the same sentiments, prais. 
ing or denouncing the same men or measures, dependent, and 
living, and moving, and having their being in the same fiat of 
Executive will.” . 

This, thongh not strictly applicable to the subject, is certain- 
ly applicable to the times, 

But here is an extract that does bear on the subject now under: 
consideration, Listen: 

“An officer is one who performs public service, and receives 
pay and emolument from the Government. The Constitution 
prescribes the mode in which officers shall be appointed. The’ 
principle is sacred and vital to a Republic, that the public offi- 
cers, their pay, and their duties, shall be known to the people 
and their Representatives, in order that they may be duly re» 
sponsible, and at all times amenable to them. It was repre- 
sented to the committee that many officers or agents had been 
appointed, employed, and paid by the Executive, who are not 
known to the Consttution and the laws, and whose emoluments 
were not appropriated by bills before they were employed and 
paid by the President, without the advice and consent of the 
Senate, or nomination, and without the appointment of such 
Officers having been invested in the President alone, in the 
courts of law, or in the heads of departments. There is said 
and believed to be a long list of such officers or agents almost as 
numerous as those legally appointed—such as commercial . 
agents, specialcommissions of various kinds, with large com- 
pensation, as in the case of those to settle the controversy of the 
Michigan and Ohio boundary line, arid innumerable. other 
agents, whose pay and service are never reported, and are 
known only to the Executive.” 

Now, sir, let me ask, if this was correct doctrine as stated by 
the gentleman himself in 1839, is it not correct now? Was Mr. 
Poindexter performing “public service,” receiving emolument 
from the Government; or was he only procuring “information” 
for Captain Tyler? To say nothing at present of the right to 
Insutute such a commission, where is the “sacred and vital 


principle” that the pay and duties of these officers shou'd be 


known to the people and their Representatives? Are they to be 
responsible and amenable to the Representatives of the people 
in 1842; or have the Representatives of this Congress nothing to 
do with the commission of a “high-born Virginian,” as he was 
called during the Jast session? If these officers are amenable to 
the Representatives, have they not, of course,a right to be ace 
quainted with their conduct ? It would be folly to say they are 
responsible to us, and that we have no right tosee the result of 
their labors, General Jackson wrote to that committee an sut- 
rageous and most unjustifiable letter, but not more censurable 
than Mr. Tyler’s to Mr. Poindexter; for Mr. Tyler’s letter is, in 

the gentleman’s words, “in direct hostility to inviolable 

principles, necessary to the administration of a free Govern- 

meit.” 

The gentleman, in another part of his report, speaking of 
the article in the Constitution which reads, "the righis of Y 
people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and éf- 
fects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be 
violated,” says: 

“This right istherighl of the people. Are the Executive De- 
partments and their officers the people? They belong to the 
people; though the history of Governments proves too sadly 
that, without constant vigilance and strict superintendence over 
them by the people, or by their Representatives, the people 
som become to belong to them!’ ‘To be secure in their per- 
sons, houses, papers, and effects.’ “Are the departments, the 
public houses, papers, and effects, the departments, houses, pas 
pers, and effects of the executive officers?” 

' So argued che gentleman in 1837; but now, 
“Hl-weayed ambition, how much art thou shrunk E”? 


How different the tone, when his friend is in power, in 1842! 
‘The teadency of his argument now-~ifit has any tendency—is 
to make these papers the papers of the Government—of the 
President! - : 

In another part of this report we are toid: 

“The power to inquire into the condition of Government was 
proved to be in Congress, or nowhere, under tho Constitution, 


The Power to inquire into crimes of private individuals; even | 


againstthe-Jąwsand treaties of the United States, exists in every 
branch of the Government.” : 

Sir, I might go on, and read pages of argument like this; put 
of what'availis ic? “None; none whatever. Tò. prove the geri- 
tileman: inconsistent, would be a woik of supererogation: he 
proves that daily. ‘fo show he is now defending what he for- 
merly denounced, would be idle: he has shown jit himself. I 
yead one more extract, for the sake of gratifying a portion of 
those to‘whom he seems disposed to link his political fortunes, 
but who—cruel_ men—will not have him: He is speaking of 
General Jackson. à 

“ Here. it might well be solemnly asked, if his ambition: had 
not lately been sufficiently glutted with humbling the Senate to 
the desecration. of its own inviolable records for his sake, notto 
have been insatiable in seeking to subdue, algo, the other House 
of Congress, which is peculiarly the house of the people, and 
which for years. has, in.too many Instances, been more than in- 
dulgent to his will? - In the name of the country, he might have 
apared some check upon the will, and not jeft-all a wreck—a 
sacrifice at the shrine of one man !” ` 

` Ido not quite know, sir, what is meant by “sparing some 
check on'his will”? But this is enough. We are not, thank 
Heaven, driven to the necessity of making such appeals in these © 

times. ‘There may be impediments thrown in our way: an ass 
testing on a railroad may overthrow a locomotive, cars, pas- 
sengers, and all; but our present “high-born” Virginia Presi- 
dent will never either “humble the Senate” or “subdue the 
other House.” poet 

I wilt not go through this disagreeable detail; it is as unpleas-t 
ant to me as to any other member of the House, But I refer 
to the proceedings of thisandof all other investigating commit- 
tees—especially to this—especially to the conduct of the gentle- 
man himself, He dogged the Secretary of the Treasury, the 
Secretary of State, the Postmaster General, and I think others, 
and examined them. Many of his questions were voted down: 
one, I remember, his own Whig friends on the committee 

Binst hin:—he solitary (delicate) and alone! Sir, I said Mr. 

hitney had been bull-dogged with a vengeance before the 

committee, The gentleman undertook, with an affectation of 
great regard for an absent friend, to defend Mr. Peyton. Sir, I 
never assailed Mr. Peyton, 1 had forgotten, at the time, he was 
onthecommittee; and what. £ said on that subject referred en 
tirely to the gentleman himself. I referred to the statement 
of Mr. Whitney, orto the speech of the gentleman himself, in 
which he “interposed in a friendly manner,” when he said, ‘Sf 
that arm had moved an inch, he (Whitney)‘should have died 
upon the spot,” : 

Mr. WISE then replied that, in a former debate, he (Mr, 

- Wiss) had said that after the calls which the House had made 
upon the Secretary of the Treasury for the reports of the com- 
missioners, the powers of the committee over the subject 
ceased—the committee was functus officio—and the committee 

—he had not said any member of it—the committee had no 

power or business to be dogging at the heels of the department 

to know why it had not answered the calls of the House, which 
had taken the cali out of the hands of the committee. That it 
was in reply to this, Mr. Sranzy had used the remark, that 

Whitney hail been “bull-dogged;” and in answer to this remark, 

he (Mr. Wisg) had reminded the House that it was before the 

Garland committee, and not before the committee of which 

he (Mr. Wisz) was the chairman, that the scene with 

Reuben M. Whitney occurred; that Mr. Peyton was the mem- 

ber involved in that scene. It was he who was insulted, and 

who resented the insult, and not Mr. Wise himself; and no one 
who knew the facts would Pupposo otherwise than that it was 

Mr. Peyton who was alluded to by Mr. Stancy’s remark, 

tie (Mr. W1sk) therefore again asked Mr. STANLY whether he 

(Mr, STANLY) meant to say that he (Mr. Wiser) had ever “ bull- 

dogged”? Reuben M, Whitney. 

r. STANLY. I say again, distinctly, T made the reply about 
bull-dogging for the gentleman from Virginia, and intended it 
for him, and him alone—let him take it. 

Mr. WISE then said, “Sir, the answer to my question is just 
such a one asl expected to obtain from a cowarn,” and point. 
ing his finger directly at Mr. STANLY, added, * who now stands 
before me,” 

Mr. STANLY. Mr. Speaker, I am aware of that; I expected 
all that. I have seen him pursue that plan before, It isan ohl 
trick, Thia seat will testify who was “a coward” at the extra 
session; we all know who gotthe worst of that. Let the gentle- 
mantry me; he shall see who is- a coward, Te bas mistaken 
his man. Iwas not born yesterday. 1 know his unworthy 
atts to got the advantage, but he will not succeed, I said, de- 
liberately, he had acted Jike a bull dog to an unarmed, defence- 
Jess man, ae Mt, Whitney was, i 

Bat here I quit this report, in which there is much to approve 
and much to condemn; and recommend members of the House, 
ifthey wish to see a delicate investigation, in which President, 
Heads of Departments, Senators, Members of the House, and 
privare individuals were bull-dogzed—or fice-dogged, if the 
gentleman pleases—let them look at the report of the investi- 
gating committee, 2d session 24th Congress, No. 194, 

I wish now, sir, to examine the grammatical lettet of Mr. 
Tyler to Mr. Poindexter. Here it is: 

“ The commission on which, at my own request, you and 
others Consented to serve, was Instituted; and the report ef the 
commissioners is now wanted by me, ror MY OWN INPORMATION. 
I do not doubt but that č will contain many suggestions with re- 
gard to the custom-houses, and the mode of transacting business 
most worthy to be recommended by me to Congress. And 
should iż bring to my knowledge aay facts implicating those 
now in office, to an extent or upon grounds requiring the Ex. 
ecutive action in regard to them, I shall, without any promptings 
by Congress, who have rightfully nothing to do with it, dis- 
charge my duty tothe country without fear. That i have, for 
aconsiderable time, most anxiously desired the report to be 
made, I will not deny. Whether, when made, Ishall deem it 
best to communicate the entire report to CONGRESS, or other- 
wise make it public, or vontent myself with adopting iis rec- 
ommendations, and urging them upon the deliberations of 
Congress, will be for my own decision; as also will be the time 
and occasion for inaking it.” 

Now, let this letter be written or read as the gentieman 
from Virginia read a patt ef it. It would then be ag fol 
lows: 2 : 
“The commission on which, at my owa request, you and 

others consented to serve, was instituted; and the report of 

the commissioners is now wanted by me, Sor my owninfor- 
mation. I do not doubt but that it [that is, information] 

Iil contain many suggestions with regard to the custom- 


houses; and the mode of transacting” business most worthy to 
‘be recommended by me to Congress. And should iż [that is, 
Congress, not the report} bring to my knowledge any facts 
implicating those now in office, to an extent, or upon grounds, 
requiring the Executive action in regard to them, I shall, 
without any promptings by Congress—who have, rightfully, 
nothing to do with it [that is, ‘Executive action,’ as the gen- 
tleman from Virginia Sty !—possibly, Congress may be the, 
rr}—discharge my duty to the country, without fear. That 
I have, for a considerable time, most anxiously desired the 
report. to be made, I will not deny. Whether, when made, 
I shall deem it best to communicate the entire report to Con- 
gress, or otherwise make it [that is, Congress} public, or con- 
tent myself with adopting its {that is, the pubhic’s} recom- 
mendations, and urging them upon the deliberation of Con- 
gress, will be for my own decision, as also will be the. time 
and occasion for making it, [that is, his decision—not ma- 
king it pubtic.”’] - 

What nonsense the gentleman would make out of the Pres. 
ident’s letter, if his “grammatical” construction is adopted 
throughout the whole! If the gentleman could have geen the 
smile on the countenance of every member who heard his ex- 
planation, he would have blushed. I might take some sen- 
tences of his own speech; and, according to his, grammar, 
which he taught the honorable gentleman from Massachusetts, 
how wouldhe appear? The gentleman says: “He, Mr. Pò must 
well know the course of the committee to be an abuse, and 1f 
how on the floor of the Senate, wou'd be the last man 40 justify 
it.’ Does ¿t mean the abuse, or the Senate? According to tie 
gentleman’s rule—the Senate. Take another example in this 
same paper. “He believed the New York custom-house was a 
cancer onthe country, and-he wished ¿é probed to the core, and 
all the corrupt and irritating matter rer.oved.”? Now, does 
tt mean custom-house, cancer, or country? The custom house, 
the cancer, surely; but according to the gentleman’s own rule, 
the country must be probed tothe core! Yes, it must be probed 
to let out all the corrupt and irritating matier! Would to God 
itcould be! It could be removed by taking off a single cap- 
tain’s head. - (I mean politically, of course.) 

But suppose the gentleman is right in stultifying Mr, Tyler; 
what does he gain by his construction? Does he mean to say 
that Congress has nothing to do with the Executive action 
upon this subject? I thought Cengress had something to do 
with all Executive action, in some stage or other. The gentle- 
man spoke hastily; he must explain his own expressions, or be 
guilty of claiming power for the President which would make 
a man of talent, energy, and management, a maater of the pee- 
ple. 


The gentleman asked if that report had ever been read by the 
committee. I answer, I read it more carefully, with more at- 
tention, than I have read any report made by the committee 
during this session. The committee had the report before them, 
were informed of its contents, and agreed to report it to the 
House, All the members did not read it, nor do all the mem. 
bers of any committee read all the reports; they would do little 
business if they did. The report was in Possession of the com. 
mittee six days, I think, Now, the gentleman is answered on 
mior point, He was mistaken iu the silence to which he re- 
erred. 

I wish to say here, sir, that I did not intend, in any remark 
made in the report I submitted, to censure the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury. If such an inference is deducible, T repeat, it was 
not intended to censure him. I know him slightly; but all 
} speak weil of him. 


I wish also to say that my desire in bringing this report to the 
House, was not only to enable them to expose the criminal con- 
duct of Hoyt and Butler, but to bring the whole truth to the 
country. Some few of the cow-boys were in possession of some 
of the facts contained in the report, retailing them at their pleas- 
ure, and thusinjuring whom they pleased, and protecting whom 
they pleased. ‘ 

‘fhe people pay the expense. Let them see and know the 
misconduct of their public officers. Let Congress, by timely 
legislation, prevent the recurrence of such abuses, 


And now, sir, T have but a few more words to say. The 

Committee on Public Expenditures, having been authorized by 
the House to send for persons and Papers; and believing that 
the papers in the hands of public officers did not belong to 
them or to the President; and believing that, unless they inter- 
fered, the entire report to Congress might not be made, had a 
subpæna issued to one of the commissioners to produce the 
report, or to give evidence of such abuses as existed in the 
New York custom-house. This report was laid before the 
House. ‘The gentleman from Virginia for this assailed the com: 
mittee in terms of reproach. He said the committee had been 
“dogging” the commissioners. Every gentleman in this House 
will say that this language was unjustly applied—on this floor 
at least—to members of the House. But, sir, I thought that 
delicacy would have prevented the gentleman from Virginia 
from alluding to me, as a member of that committee, ia this 
manner. After certain past occurrences, it would have been 
more in accordance with strict propriety for the gentleman to 
have forborne. At the early part of this session I chose to dis- 
continve all intercourse with that gentleman, I did this volun- 
tarily, for reasens satisfactory to myself. The gentleman seems 
always to arrogate to himself a superiority over all other men, 
I never felt my inferiority, exceptin canine qualities; nor have 
have I ever seen his superiority to other men in human vir- 
tues. The other day, the gentleman, ia choosing to apply to Mr. 
Peyton remarks which were intended for himself, ‘said, if 
Whitney had been bull-dogged, “he had pot been fice-dagged.”” 
Now, sir, I presume this was intended for the committee, o1 for 
me, as by my instrumentatity the report was brought to the 
House, F had said that Mr. Whitney had been bull-dogged, in 
reply to a remark that the committee had been dogging the 
commissioners. Well, sir, can say for the commitiee that no 
member of it resembles or acts like another animal that T shall 
Rot name; hut a very formidable asimat he is—not in his teeth 
or claws, his strength orspeed, but no creature can attack him 
without horrible consequences, And, even atibe risk of viola- 
ting good taste, I will say more. I will teil the gentleman from 
Virginia that no member of that committee bears any resem- 
blance, either in looks or in conduct, to a long, lean, lank, half. 
starved, hungry —— a 

The CHAIR. The gentleman cannot be allowed to be per- 
sonal in his remarks. [Roars of laughter, Jong continued. ] 

Mr. STANLY said that the committee contained no one who 
had any resemblance toa cur; who seems to possess all the bad 
traits, without any of the good qualities of the dog; who would 
snap at the hand that fed him; who, because he is caressed by 


whether he plays the part of bull-dog, bicod-hound, or cuy, 
am wiling to admit in ail-performances he is much more ofa" 
dog than Iam. J will never be found playing the part of such,’ 
an animal to please any master. And supposing there exist 
such a relation between any public men, I say, if I were thi 
master, E would not own the dog--if I were the dog, I should be 
ashamed of the master, oe 
regret, Mr. Speaker, that I have been compelled to say. any, 
thing of a personal character. I have told the House that Taui 
all communication with the member from Virginia; believipi 
that tosubmitto his insolence or to fight was necessary, Te 
not submit; as to fighting, when the gentleman destrés tl 
shall give him an answer, And now, sir, in conclusion, Th = 
only to say to the member from Virginia, “Lay on, Macduff” F, 
am ready to meet any issue to which it may lead. AEA ce 
Mr. CUSHING said there were two classes of questions in- 
volved in this debate: first, those suggested by, what had. bi 
stid by the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. UnpERwoop] tor 
ing the originating of the committee; second, the quest 
suggested by the remarks of the gentleman from North Carofit 
(Mr. Sranuy] as to the action of the Committee on Exp 
tures. He wished to submit some observations on both, 
But, before doing this,he would take up the subject at a dif- 
ferent point. Jt appeared from the documents that on` the 5th. 
of February the House called upon the President of the Üni” 
ted States to communicate the report of the commission 
pointed to investigate the affairs of the New York custon 
house. On the 23h of April, the Committee on Expenditure: 
in the Department of State reported to the House the report 
of one only of the commissioners, the resojution of the 5th of 
February being still unexecuted. The report of the commit- 


tee was made as their own, no intimation being given that it 
was a mere introduction to Mr. Poindexter’s report, Had 
there been any apprehension of this, it could not have . been 
printed; for, had there even been a majority to print, if asin- 
gle member demanded the reading, the whole must be read, 
and thè mere volume of the documents would have in‘erposéd ects 
a delay. In the Intelligencer of the next morning appeared: a 
report from that committee, stating that they had repéatedly . 
called on the President and Secretary of the Treasury for the 
report of the commission, but in vain; and hence they had 
summoned Mr. Poindexter to appear before them, and bring’ 
with him a copy of his own report. This report wholly. sup: 
pressed the fact that the original had not been in the Presidents. 
handsa week. On this statement of facts, the question ATORE, 
whether the proceeding of the committee, in introducing under 
such circumstances the report of one commissioner alone, waa, 
a proper proceeding? That the House did at the time, oron the: 
subsequent day, consider it as improper, was plainly inferri- 
ble from what had to.day been stated by the ‘gentleman from . 
Vermont, [Mr. EVERETT, }—that, but for certain statements of the 
gentleman near him trom Virginia, [Mr. Wisz,] the House - 
would have considered the order to print. But the course was 
now defended by "the gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr, 
STANLY,] and reference was had to precedents and to doctrine 
in its support. ; 

They were told that on previous occasions committees of 
the House had called for executive papers, and had summoned 
heads of departments before them; and had even required testi- 
mony as to the secrets ofa cabinet council. But was there an 
analogy between the cases? Had they any relation to eac) 
other?’ Congresshad a right to call for information; sé had its, 
committees; and they natura'ly and necessarily applied to the- 
repositories of the Government. But how far they might go 
in requiring testimony, wasa different question, Before Mr. Rush 
Would consent to tell what had» passed in a cabinet council, 
he very properly applied to Mr. Monroe for permission.’ Mr. 
C. would not deny that a committee, empowered to send for 
persons and papers, might call on any officer of Government to 
tostifv. But that did nottouch the merits of this case. Let re- 
sort be had to other analogous and truer ones, Suppose a for- 
eign minister, on his way from his own Government to ours, 
having important documents to deliver; and suppose a com- 
mittee, either from a desire to annoy the President, or for some 
political and party purpose, should get possession of his papers, 
and bring them on the floor of Congress, What would be 
thought of such an act? Coulda case be found, in all history, 
of the arrest of diplomatic despatches while in transitu to ithe 
Executive? Was it not an abuse thus to extort papers and 
bring them prematurely before Congress? Was it not a usurpa. 
tion on the Execvtive functions ? 


But this case might be objected to as referring to ‘foreign ne- 
gotiations. Suppose, then, a naval court martial to have sat on 
the case of an officer accused; would it be proper ina committee 
to send the judge advocatea subpena duces. tecum, and require 
him to bring the proceedings of the court before the House?. 
There was a common Principle -applicable to all these cases, 
Here was a commissioner whose report was required to be 
made to the Secretary of the Treasury, and on that report were 
to depend certain official duties of the President, None would 
deny that the universal practice of the Government had been. 
that all Executive documents reached the House through the 
Executive department. The Constitution assumed that there 
was to be a partition of duties—some to be performed by the. 
Executive, some by the Legislature. From all these reasons 
Mr. ©. insisted that the course of the committee had been im- 
proper. 

Witnessing such a transaction, he naturally looked around 
for some theory on which the committee peoceeded—some mo- 
tives to account for their conduct; butthe more he re flected, the 
more unable he was to discern any satisfactory clew to account. 
for it. Was it for any party purpose?—was it for any public 
purpose? There was no allegation—none, at least, that was sup. 
ported by evidence—of any purpose on the part of the President 
to suppress the information procured by this renert, 

{A voice, “No? what isthe President's letter?”] 

If it was said that the information was highly important, be 
itso. But why not wait till it came regularly before the Houge? 
In the message of the President of the 9th February, he bad in- 
formed the House that he should communicate the result of this.. 
commission when obtained. Had any proof been produced to. 
the contrary? Reference, to be sure, had been had to an extract... 
from a letter of the President to Mr, Poindexter, in which the. 
President said that Executive action on the report was a- 
matter for himself. And was it not so? Ifthe object, of t 
committee had been to entrap the President, had they not de~. 


SIONAL GLOBE 


feated their own purpose? He could not conceive bow. else 
their-course was}to be explained: “At all events, there was no 
ground forthe: allegation that the Executive intended any un- 
necessary delay. .-On-the contrary, Mr. C. did know that when 
these documents came, and were found to extend to over a 
thausang pages, and the question arose what was to be done in 
8o.tpying a difficulty, arrangements were immediately made to 
haveabatracts taken, that, by means of these, the official ad- 
Visers of the President might be apprized of the facts as soon 
as possible; and that, in the mean while, the President did under- 
take she. heavy task of personally perusing this vast mass of 
documents, that he might be guided in making the proper rec- 
emmendations to Congress. But, in their rash and premature 
zeal]; the committee had drawn the whole into their own hands: 
they had compelled the President to part with the original pa- 
pers;, and thus deprived him of the power of making, upon 
them, the proper Executive recommendations. It was now 
for: the: House to take the responsibility of originating such 
legislation as they might deem requisite, and of suggesting ac- 
tion, if any action was to be had, against delinquent officers of 
Government. 

Alarge part of the remarks ofthe gentleman from North Car- 
Olina {Mr, Sranny] had consisted of an examination of the re- 
ports of committees heretofore made; and his apparent object 

ad.been to fasten on the gentleman from Virginia inconsisten- 
cy of opinion, and to show that there was analogy to jusufy the 
committee. But having seen that there was no precedent to 
justify the committee’s course, it was a matter of comparative: 
ly little moment to enter upon questions of consistency ; for, 
after all, no argument was cheaper than this hackneyed one of 
inconsistency. Suppose a change of opinion to be proved; it only 
showed that time had brought with it knowledge—that a man 
had grown wiser as he grew older. But, was any inconsistency 
proved? The gentleman had read extracts to show that the 
gentleman from Virginia had once been very zealous for re- 
form ; and that this was to be traced to the fact that he was 
then assailing a President, and now he wasdefending him, But 
on this point there were two or three things to be considered. 
The history ofall republics would show thata party in opposi- 
tion were invariably found charging those in power with 
abuses ; andin this course they often outran discretion., When 
this same party came themselyes into possession of the State, 
they found that many things they had formerly denounced were 
necessary and proper; and now they were often as eager to 
preventscrutiny as they had before been to press it. Were 
thisthe position of his friend from Virginia, there might be 
some force in the charge of inconsistency ; but what were the 
facts? Mr. C. might. point to various inquiries now pressed by 
the friends of the Executive; numerous Inquiries had been or- 
dered by various committees of the House ; and a great variety 
by. the honorable gentleman from Albemarle district, (Mr. Git- 
MER ;] allevincing the same zeal to discover and put down 
abuses in Government now, which they had shown when in op- 

osition. 

p Mr, C. now turned to the remarks of Mr. Unperwoop, and 
expressed his concurrence with that gentleman in his condem- 
nation of the course of taking an ex parte report from a com- 
mittee, and ordering it to be printed. He considered it a blunder, 
and a foolish blunder. Thus far they agreed; but the gentleman 
had moveda resolution which raiseda new question, alien from 
that really before the House, in reference to printing; and on 
which alone they differed. j 

Here Mr. C. went into a pretty searching analysis of the 
propositions involved in the resolution, which brought out 
from. Mr, U. several explanations, and several successive 
modifications of the resolution, in order to make it express bis 
main idea—which was, that the President had no right tu raise 
a commission for obtaining any information he desired, by the 
employment of salaried officers paid at the public expense, 
without the. leave of Congress first asked and obtained. 

Some merriment was caused by these successive ‘ amend- 
ments of Mr. U.’s declaration,” as Mr. C. denominated them ; 
Mr. C. proceeding at once to fasten upon them with his process 
of analysis, and Mr. U. complaining that he evaded the main 
argument. r . ; 

Mr. C. disclaimed all such intention, pledging himself to 
come tothe constitutional argument, and seriously to discuss 
it. Andin this state of the matter, after a good many mutual 
explanations, (all in the best temper on both sides,) Mr. C. 
yielded the floor for a motion of adjournment; which motion 
prevailing, 

The House adjourned. 


IN BENATE. 
Tuurspay, May 5, 1842, 


Mr. WOODBURY introduced a resolution, which he intend- 
ed to lie on the table for the present, proposing to fix the daily 
hour of meeting at 11, instead 12 o’clock, as at present. 

The Senate then, without transacting any other business, ad- 
journed over till Monday next, with the view of affording an 
opportunity to ventilate the hall, and to put down the matting, 
as is usual at this season of the year. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
THURSDAY, May 5, 1842. 


Mr. HUNT presented the memorial of John O. Bligh et. al., 
of Stephentown, Reusselaercounty, New York, in favor ofpro- 
tecting American labor and industry. ` 

Also, memorial of Biram W. Brown, et. al., of Stephentown, 
Rensselaer county, New York, to the same effect. 

Mr. CLIFFORD presented the petition of Arthur McArthur 
and others, praying for the establishment of a mail route. 

Mr. PLUMER presented a_ memorial of the citizens of Erie, 
Pennayivania, in relation to the public works at that place. 


Also, the petition of Clark Lawrence fora pension: referred ` 


to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. A 
Mr. ANDREWS, of Ohio, introduced tothe House the Hon, 
Josnua R. Gropines, elected Representative from the l6:h 
Coneressional district of that State, tosupply the vacancy occa- 
sioned by his own resignation. 
GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


A message was received from the Senate, returning the bill 
making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses 
of the Government for the year 1842, which bad passed that 
pody with certain amendments. 

The amendments having been read— 

Mr. FILLMORE rose and said it was very apparent that the 


and important that. the House could.not pass upon them- to-day; 
and it was aiso apparent that on some of the amendments it 
would benecessary to go into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. Under the resolution already adopted, the 
House had determined to adjourn over to Monday, for the pur- 
pose of ventilating the Hall, and laying down the spring mat- 
ting; and it seemed to him that it would be out of the power of 
the House to dispose of the bill until the ensuing week, unless 
the resolution should be reconsidered. ` He desired to. be in- 
formed by the Speaker whether there was a motion pendiag 
to reconsider that vote? i 

The SPEAKER. There is not. 

{Norz.—The Speaker subsequently stated that, at the time 
Mr. SAUNDERS rose and gave notice-of a motion to recon- 
sider, there was a motion pending to suspend the rules, and 
that fall S. kad not the floor at the time to submit such a mo- 
tion. 

Mr. FILLMORE said, then it was too late, under the rule, now 
tosubmitsuch a motion. It certainly was very important that the 
bil should pass; but he was not sure that it would much has- 
ten its passage to take up the amendments without subimitting 
them to the Committee of Ways and Means for revisa) and con- 
sideration; nd, indeed, under the circumstances, he considered 
there was no alternative left. ~ 

So, on motion of Mr. F., the bill andamendments were re- 
ferred to the Committee of Ways and Means, and were ordered 
to be printed as they came from the Senate. 

Mr. HOPKINS rose and said he had been informed by sev- 
eral of the officers of the House, that it would not be possible to 
execute the order of the House for ventilation, &c., without run- 
ning into Sunday, and occupying that entire day, unless the ope- 
rations were commenced at once. He moved, therefore, that 
the House adjourn; but waived the motion at the request of Mr, 
HABERSHAM. 

THE TARIFF. 

Mr. HABERSHAM, on leave, and in pursuance of notice 

heretofore given, submitted, from the minority of the Commitiee 


| on Manufactures, a report on the subject of the tariff. 


Mr. H. stated that, when the majority of the committee had 
made their report, 5,000 extra copies had been ordered to be 
printed, and the order had been so formedas to embrace the 
minority report when made. Since then, 5,000 more extra co: 
pies of the majority report had been ordered, and Mr. H. de- 
sired to move a similar extension of the order, in relation to the 
minority repoit now made by him, 

A brief conversation followed. 

Mr. SALTONSTALL, chairman of the committee, said he 
did not rise to oppose the motion to print, (although there had 
been an unusual delay in making the report,) provided it would 
not delay the consideration of the bill reported by the commit- 
tee five weeks since. He gave notice that he should call up that 
hill, and urge its consideration, as soon as possible afier the re- 
cess. The subject was of vast importance, and there was.a ne- 
cessity for immediate action upon it, as it must be disposed of 
before the 30th of June; after which day no duties could be col- 
lected, unless some legal provision on the subjectshould first be 
made, 

The SPEAKER (addressing Mr. HarensHam) said that there 
could be no doubt, in the opinion of the Chair, that the order of 
the House extended, in its fullest import, to the minority re- 
port; and the Speaker would order the printing to be done ac- 
cordingly. 

The report was laid on the table. 

Mr. KENNEDY, of Maryland, asked leave to present a me- 
morial on the subject of the tariff. 

Objection was made, 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman had a right to present the 
memorial under the order of the House, 

Mr. KENNEDY wished, he said, to move the printing. 

The objection was persisted in. 

Mr. KENNEDY moveda suspensisn of the rules. 

Mr. HOPKINS (for the reasons heretofore stated by him) 
moved that the House adjourn; but again waived the motion to 
enable E 

Mr. BOTTS to move that the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
to whom had been {inadvertently} referred some weeks ago a 
report from the Secretary of the Navy (called for under a reso- 
lution offered by Mr. B. at the instance of a large portion of the 
citizens of Norfolk) in relation to the storekeeper’s department 
of that city, be discharged from the further consideration there- 
of, and that it be printed. 

Ordered accordingly. 

Mr. HOPKINS called for the question on his motion to ad- 

ourn. 
; The yeas and nays were asked and ordered; and, being taken, 
were: Yeas 55, nays 96. 

«So the House would not adjourn. 

The question recurred on the motion of Mr. KENNEDY to sus- 
pend the rules for the purpose indicated by him. 

The yeas and nays were asked and ordered. : 

Mr. CUSHING called for the reading of the memorial, 

Objection was made. P 

And the question “Shall the rulesbe suspended?” was taken, 
and decided in the negative: Yeas 69, rays 68. 

So, two-thirds not voting in the affirmative, the rules were 
not suspended. ` 

JHE INDIAN DEPARTMENT, _ i 

On motion of Mr. COOPER, of Pennsylvania, the Committee 
ofthe Whole on the state of the Union was discharged from the 
further consideration of the following resolution, heretofore re- 
ported from the Committee on Indian Affairs: + 

Beitresolved by the Senute and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the authority given to the Secretary of War, by the joint reso- 
lution approved second May, one thousand eight hundred and 
forty, to continue the employment of two clerks in the business 
of reservations and granis under Indian treaties, be extended, 
afier the expiration of the period fer which that authority was 
granted, for the term of two years. . 

And the resolution being before the House, and the question 
being on its adaption— i , k 

Mr. Cooper explained that ke had himself carefully ex- 
amined into the necessity for the adoption of this resoiution, 
which he found ta be indispensable to carry on the business 
of that branch ofthe department. j 

And, without debate or division. the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. BOWNE moved to rescind the resolution of the House 
by which it had been determined to adjourn to Monday. 

The SPEAKER, Itis notin order, except under a suspen- 


pmendments of the Senate to this bill were so numerous | sion of the rules. 


ose of enabling him to offer the resolution.. It was very-evic lent, 
N hs said, that m Heise would not now adjourn’ fing ane 
nd the work could not be accomplished, without in fring! 7 
the Sabbath. mpishi as out He MnEME, úa 


Mr. YOUNG, of New York, moved that the House do ‘now 
adjourn. 3 E 
‘The yeas and nays wére asked and ordered: a ing taken, © 
were: Yeas 45, nays 101, kana, helag. taken, 
žo the Houes refused to adjourn, oa : 
nd the question recurring on the motion of Mr. y : 
suspen the rales g n of Mr. Bowne to 
tr. OFFIT moved that there be a call of the House, 
me JAMES imoved that ihe House do now equ o 
e yeas aid nays were asked and ordered; and, bej ken, . 
were: Yeas 53, nays 93, 1ed; amd being jakon; i 
Ro the House would not adjourn. 
e question again recurring on the motion r. ‘to 
suspend the rules— s Mr, hike R 
r. B. asked the yeas and nays; which were ordered 
Mr, W. W. IRWIN moved that there bea call of the ge; 
which motion was rejected. 7 Bouis; 
The question was then taken on the motion of Mr, B 
and decided in the negative: Yeas 68, nays79, een 
So the rules were not suspended, 
Mr. ADAMS called for the orders of the day. 
Some canversation followed as to the order of business, when 
Mr. EVERE VT (remarking that ke had hitherto voted against 
the adjournment, in the hope that the resolution would: be re: 
scinded, but found that that was not to be so): moved that the 
House do now adjourn. ne 
The motion. prevailed, and the House adjourned, to meet 
again on Monday next at eleven o'clock, t $ 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, May 9, 1842, . 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid ‘before the Senate a com- 
munication from Thomas W. Dorr, Governor of the State of 
Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, under the new con: 
stitution, covering the following : j 


STATE OF RHODE ĪSLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS, 
General Assembly, May Session, in the 
City of Providence, A. D, 1842. 

Resolved, That the Governor be requested to inform the 
President of the United States that the Government of ‘this 
S:ate has been duly elected and organized under the constitu: 
tion of the same; and that the General Assembly are now in 
session, and proceeding to discharge their duties, according to 
the provisions of the said constitution, 

Resolved, That the Governor be requested to make the same 
communication to the President of the Senate, and to the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, to be laid before 
the two Houses of Congress of the United Sates, 

Resolved, That the Governor be requested to make the same 
communication tothe Governors of the several States, to be 
laid before the respective Legislatures. . 

A true copy—witness : 

W. W. SMITH, Secretary of State. 


The above having been read, 

Mr. PRESTON remarked that the communication, he pre- 
sumed, would lay on the table, as a matter of course. The 
communication lies on the table. 

Mr. YOUNG presented a resolution adopted by the mayor 
and aldermen ef the city of Galena, in the Siate of Mlinoia, 
declaring it expedient that a port of entry should be established 
at that place: referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. STURGEON presented two memorials, signed by a' 
large number of the citizens of Pennsylvania, praying the en- 
actment of a protective tariff: referred to the Committee on 
Manufactures. j 

Mr. STURGEON presented additional documents from John 
Butt, of Dauphin county, Pa., in support of the claim of the 
heirs of James Fertinbaugh; which were ordered to be filed 
with the other documents in support, 


Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from a number of 
manufacturers of saddlery, harness, and coaches, and house 
furniture, of Pennsylvania, praying for additional protection 
against foreign competition. The memorialists represent that, 
when the duties come down to twenty per cent., their business 
will be destroyed entirely by foreign competition: referred to 
the Committee on Manufactures, $ 

Mr. B. also presented two memorials from citizens of Penn- 
sylvania, in which the memorialists state that there is an abso- 
lute necessity for action by Congress en the tariff, previous to 
the 30th June; because, at that time, all protection to domestic 
industry will be taken off, and, consequently, all branches of 
manufactures in the country will be injuriously affected, if 
Congress does not legislate, in anticipation, to prevent such an 
evil: referred to the Committee on Manufactures. 

Mr. B. also presented a memorial from a committee on behalf 
of the citizens of Erie, Pa., on the subject of the condition of 
the public works in that harbor. They state that Congress 
having taken that harbor under its care and protection, it should 
make a few other appropriations, in order to secure’ the: adyan- 
tages to commerce which were contemplated to be derived 
from the improvements commenced there: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Mr. LINN presented a memorial from the county court of 
Holt county, Missouri, praying a grant of a quarter section of 
land to that county, on which to establish the county seat: ree 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. . 

Mr. MILLER presented memorials from certain manufac. 
turers in the cities of Jersey and Newark, in the State of New 
Jersey, praying Congress to enact a proteciive tariff referred 
tə the Committee on Manufactures. : 

Mr. PRESTON presented a memorial from the Chamber o 
Commerce of the city of Charlesten, South Carolina, praying 
Congress to make an appropriation to repair the custom-house 
at that place: referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, from the Committee on Public Lands, 
to which had been referred a memorial from citizens of Michi- 
gan, praying that the pre-emption law of 1838 might be so al 
tered as not to require a residence of four months on the public 
lands to entitle to a right of pre-emption; and to which had 
been referred the memorial of citizens of Michigan, praying 
the resurvey of a towriship of land in that State; made adverse 
reports on ibe same, and asked that that committee might be 
discharged from their further consideration. The motion Hes 


over, x 


> Mr. BOWNE moved that the:riles he suspended, for the pur: l 


s SEVIER, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, to which 
had: been’ referred a- bill for the relief of Marston G. Clark, 
reported the same back; without amendment, and with a recom- 
mendation that it do pass. ADDA EA ae 

Mr. GRAHAM, from the Committee on Claims, to which the 
subject. had been referred, reported a bill for the relief of 
Stalker and-Hill; which was read, and ordered to a second read- 
ing; and.the special report accompanying the same was ordered 
to be printed. : H 

ù motion of Mr. GRAHAM, it wag ordered that the petition 
of William B. Ferguson be taken from the files of the Senate, 
‘and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Tie following resolution; submitted by Mr. 
nesday last, was.taken up and agreed 10, viz; 


Resolved, ahs President wf the United States be re- 


BENTON On Wed- 


quested to compfiunicate tothe Senate all the information which 
may bé in the @enerai Land Office, imputing improper conduct 
in the registeys office to Mr. N, P, Taylor, present register and 
former clerkgin the land office in St. Louis. 


ARCHIVA $S OF THE POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT. 


‘Me. BENTON rose to present a resolution in relation to the 
archives Of the General Post Office, and the confidential or se. 
cret chagacter which was claimed forthem. He said that he 
had stagéd in his place, a few days ago, that he should have oc- 
casionfio bring the character of secrecy assumed for these pa- 
$0 the test; and this occasion seemed to present itself very 
riunely on Friday last, when a newspaper in this city as- 
ed to give the character and a part of the contents of some 
of the papers which he wished to see. He therefore applied to 
the Postmaster General to see: 1. The papers on file in relation 
to the removal of Mr. Watson from the place of postmaster at 
St. Louis. 2, The papers on file in relation to his appointment 
to that office. 3. A view of his (Mr. B.’s) own letters on file in 
relation to that appointment: stating that hig object was to use 
the contents of the papers as he thought proper. With the 
first two requests, the Postmaster General declined a compli- 
ance. To the third heanswered that the letters of himself (Mr, 
B.) on this point were in the Treasury Department. 

Mr. B. stated that he immediately applied at the Treasury 
Department, wheie search was made for the letters referred to, 
without finding them; that he applied again on Saturday, with 
the same fruitless result; and that he had sent up to inquire this 
morning, and expected an answer in the course of the day, 

Tn. the mean time—that is to say, on Sunday (yesterday.)-—he 
had received a note from the Postmaster General, informing 
him that two of his letters had been found inthe department on 
Saturday, and copies of them gent to him. 

Mr, B. then read the Postmaster General’s note, and the cop- 
ies of the two letters sent, as follows: 


Post Orrice DEPARTMENT, 
y May 7, 1842, 
Sin: Twas mistaken on yesterday when I told you there were 
no letters of yours on the executive files of this department re- 
lating to the appointment of Mr. Watson, postmaster at St. 
Louis, Upon a more careful examination of those files, I have 
found to-day two, copies of which aie enclosed, 
i Tam yours, &c., 
C. A. WICKLIFFE. 


Hon. Tuomas I. BENTON. 


SENATE CHAMBER, June 4, 1840. 
Six: The Missouri delegation wish to be informed whether 
Mr, Thomas Watson, formerly deputy postmaster at Newbern, 
N. C., is in default to the department? and how long he was 
postmaster there? and whether, as such, he gave general satis. 
taction to the department? f 
Our reasons for the inquiry are, that he is among those re- 
spectably recommended to us for an appointment in St. Louis, 
where he now resides. And we would wish to know whether 
his conduct heretofore furnishes any objection to him. 
Yours, respectiully, 
THOMAS TI. BENTON. 
Hon. Mr. Nines, Postmaster General. 


Wasuineron Urry, June 12, 1840. 
Siz; We recommend to you 'Fhomas Watson, of Sr, Louis, 
Mo,, for the place. of deputy postmaster at that place, to suc. 
ceed Mr. Hunt, whose term will expire early in duly. 
: THOMAS H. BENTON, 
LEWIS F, LINN. 
To the POSTMASTER GENERAL. 


Mr. B. said thatthe copies of these two letters wore very ma- 
terial to him. They were found since the Madisonian article 
was written, and falsified it in several particulars. They were 
good as faras they went, and showed that Mr. Watson’s fitness 
for the office he sought was referred to the Post Office Depart- 
ment itself, whose deputy he had been for twenty-five years at 
the principal town in North Carolina, and that a recommenda- 
tion was made in his behalf by both the Senators from Mis- 
souri, As far as they went, they falsified the Madisenian arti- 
cle. Butthey dit not reach ali that was saidin that article, and 
which assumed to speak of papers not yet found, Mr, B. then 
read the part of the article referred to, as follows; 


“He (Mr. BENTON) will not deny that he addressed President 
Van Burenin Mr. Watson’s behalf, and urged his appointment 
on account of his ‘party services.’ He (Mr. BENTON) wiil not 
deny that he then addressed a letter to the then Postnaster Gen- 
eral, demanding the appointment of Mr. Watson, on the 
ground of his sacrifices in connesion with the Argus; and 
that the appointment was ahsohitely made under these 
circumstances, inasmuch as no other person recommended 
hin”? 

In this article, said Mr, B , two letters of mine—which, if in 
existence, helong to the archives of the Post Office Depart 
ment—are blazoned to the public, and their contents assumed 
tobe given. Words are even put between inverted commas, as 
being precise quotations; and others italicised, to fasten atten- 
tion uponthem. I deny the correctness of these statements, and 
call for a view of the originals. The two letters furnished yes- 
terday falsify a part ofit. The others, if produced, will falsify 
the remainder. 

Mr. B. then read his resolution, to show its character, and 
that its object was to asceriain in what manner tihe editor ofa 
newspaper in- Washington obtained a knowledge of the post- 
office archives, which were assumed to be secrets from mem- 
bers of Congress and their constituents, whom they concerned, 
The information to the editor seemed to have been full and 

~ eopiplete--both positive and negative—showing what was, and 
what Was not in the department, and what could only be known 


in the department, ftue) to wit: that Mr.. Watson was re- 
commended by no other persons, and. that his appointment was 
absolutely for party services, on the demand o: Mr. BENTON. 

Mr. B. said there was a fur-her inquiry in the resolution; and 
that was, to know how the editor of the Madisonian obtained 
possession of one of the letters in the same bundle, and relating 
to the same subject, from which he had published copies of 
those of Mr. Wash and Mr. Taylor, Mr. B. read the letter re- 
ferred to, Ne. 1 in the exhibits of the article, as follows : 


“Post Orrics DEPARTMENT, March 30, 1842, 
“Dear Siz: In compliance wih your ‘request, in behalf of 
the Senate committee I herewith send you the papers on file 
recommending Samuel B, Churchill as postmaster at St. 
Louis. Imay be permittéd to say, a personal knowledge of 
Mr, Churchill from his infancy justifies me in recommending 
him to the President aga gentleman of worth, of strict honor, 
capacity, and fidelity. 
“Very respectfully, 
“ Your obedient servant, 
“C. A, WICKLIFFE. 
“Hon. Mr. McRossrrs, U. S. Senate.” 


Having read this letter, and shown that, besides answering 
the letter for the papers, it went further, and recommended 
Mr. Churchill, and was in the same bundle of other Te. 
commendations in the. hands of the Senate’s committee, 
Mr. B. said he would here follow the Postmaster General’s 
movement in a similar case, and inquire of the committee if 
this paper was not in their possession as partof the Churchill 
papers; and whether they had given out copies, ov authorized 
the publication in the Madisonian. 

[Mr. McRoserrs said no copy had been given out, and Mr, 
Merrick was understood to answer the same way.] 

Mr. B. continued: You hear the answer; and now yan see 
that the post office veil of secrecy has a rent in it, through 
which editors can look into the archives of the department, 
though members of Congress and their constituents cannot. 

Mr. B. then submitted his resolution, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire in what manner the Madisonian 
newspaper obtained a knowledge of certain papers supposed to 
be filed in the General Post Office Department, in relation to the 
appointment of Mr. Watson as postmaster at St. Louis, to wit— 
a letter from Mr. Benton to Mr. Van Buren, and another from 
Mr. Benton to the Postmaster General; and also in what man- 
ner the editor of that paper became possessed of the informa- 
tion that there was no other recommendation fur Mr. Watson, 
and that his appointment was made on the sole recommenda. 
tion of Mr. Benton. Also, that the said committee mquire into 
the manner in which the said editor obtained a copy of the 
Postmaster General's letter to the Senate's Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, in relation to the nomination of 
Samuel B. Churchill and 
And that they have power to send for Persons and papers, and 
to take testimony on oath, and report the same to the Senate, 

Mr. MERRICK invited the attention of Senators to the reso- 
lution, so that they might be prepared to act on it understand- 
ingly, when it should be called up. 

‘The resolution Jicson the table for one day, under the rule. 

The resolution of Mr, Woopszory, proposing to fix on eleven 
clock as the daily hour for the meeting of the Senate, came 
up in its order, but was, on the motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, 
laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. RIVES, leave was granted to withdraw 
fiom the files the petition and accompanying papers of Stock. 
ton, Fails, & Co, j 

The bill for the relief of John A, Hall was taken up, and, on 
the motion of Mr. PRESTON, laid on the table, 

On motion of Mr, BERRIEN, the Senate proceeded to the 
consideration, as in committee of the whole, of the bill to pro- 
vide further remedial justice in the district courts of the United 
States, 

Mr. BUCHANAN observed that he rose to discuss this im- 
portant measure with considerable distrust in his ability to do 


Justice to the side he should take in the argument; but he was 
Hot without hope that he should be able to satisfy the Senate 
that there were ample grounds for the agsertion that such a 
bill as that now before it onght not to pass. He heldthat, when- 
ever there was danger of legislation trenching upon the rights 
of sovereign States, it was better to refrain altogether, than to 
do that which may embroil the Statesand the General Govern. 
ment in collisions inimical to the peace and harmony of the 
Union. Ne would endeavor to state the matter at issue as he 
understood it. 

The second section of the third article of the Constitution as- 
serts that “the jadicial power shall extend to all cases in law 
and equity arising under this Constitution, the laws of the Uni- 
ted States, and treaties made, or which shall be made, under 
their authority.” : 

‘The cases enumerated, in which the Supreme Courtshall have 
original jurisdiction, are “in all cases affecting ambassadors, and 
other public ministers, and consuls, and those in whicha State 
shall be a party.” In all other cases enumerated, the Supreme 
Court shall have appeilate jurisdiction under such regulations 
as Congress shall make. Theiirst Congress atter the adoption of 
this Constitution, foresceine questions of difficulty which might 
arise, defined the cases to be brought into the eppellate jurisdic - 
tion of the Supreme Court. Fle Particularly referred to the 
twenty filth section of the act af Congress regulating that juris. 
diction, showing tat until the State Jarisdiction had proceeded 
tolinal judgment the Supreme Court could have no interfer- 
ence. Jie referred to several cases in point, such ag that of 
Martin and of Cowes against the State of Virginia, and Wor- 
cester against the State of Georgia. Ti had been decided by the 
Supreme Court that this appellate jurisdiction reaches te crimi- 
nal as well as civil cases. About this point he would not now 
dispute, nor was it material; for, even if conceded, though the 
concession disposed of the main portion of the argumenis ad- 
duced by the Senator from Georgia, it did not meei the real 
question at issue, 

The present proposition was to alter the law of the land, 
which has been in practical operation for fify years, without 
any real inconvenience; ard no sufficient grounds had yet been 
shown fr changing it. He wonld ask, what practical evil had 
resulted from the operation of the law? and why should the 
whole criminal jurisdiction of the States be jeoparded to meet 

a soiitary case? If there be any evil in the Present siate of 
the law, it is of no magnitude, compared with the evils 
of change; and it may well be said, that it is better to “bear 
those ills we have, than fiy to others that we know notof.* 

The solitary case to be met is such as that of McLeod, for 


recommending him for confirmation. - 


which a special clause is made at the end of the bill,” ‘ 
is the. most extraordinary remedy Proposed to meet this cage? 
It is, that the criminal jurisdiction of the States shall be af 
rested—not after judgment, but before proceedings have beer: 
entered up, trial had, and Judgment given. All that is requ 
site is for the accused to plead that his defence resis on the © 


stitution, on the laws of the United States, or on some treaty 


with a foreign power. On this plea, the original jurisdictio 
js to be taken from the State, by an interposition -of a: district 
judge, who may set the accused free, on a bearing of the facts: 
and the. law, without the interposition of a jury. “The: power. 
of the State is palsied at once, and fails dead at the feet óf. 
mere district judge, on the application of the accused, 


The Constitution limits the causes for jurisdiction of the Sus: 


preme Court to those controlled. by the. Constitution: itself, by 
the laws. of Congress, or treaties with foreign powers; 
this bill goes. beyond the Constitution, and superadds two-more 
cases: those arising out of the law. of. nations, or orders give: 
by foreign princes. oe ANA 

This case of McLeod had been an unfortunate one in maný 
respects. It had proved almost a Pandorà?s bo: 


ta 


è 


And whats 


j 


z 


'; for; manyas ` 


had been the evils which flowed from it, the. worst’ was yet to 


come in this infraction of State sovereignty, andthe jcon#e. 
quencesQwhich may ensue. ’ aha Var 
In the course of his argument, 


he meant to prove-— 


First: That if Congress had the constitutional power to make: 


this law, it ought not to exercise it. 

Second: Tnat Congress does not possess the power, 

Third: That the tendency of the bill is to increase litigation, 
increase the expenses of judicial proceedings, and occasion such 
delay and defeat of justice as must prove intolerable, 

Fourth: Thata regard for national honor-and national char- 
acter ought to prevent its adoption at this time, 

With regard to the first, he contended that Congress could 
have no power to confer the right of judicial interference, unless 
in.an appeilate form, as a revision of judgment. previously: 
given by the State tribunal: and could confer no ‘power under 
the law of nations, or orders of a foreign prince, no such power 
being delegated to itself by the Constitution. Aap: s 

The first effect of such a law as that Proposed would: he; ‘to 
induce collision between the State Governments and the Fede- 
ral Government, endangering the. peace and harmony of the 
whole Union. à $ 

Mr. B. here- entered into 
sulis, and showed a great 
would be sure to arise, 
would not fall short of two years, He showed that tousethe 
writ of habeas corpus as proposed in this bill, would be to per, 

n used, 


variety of cases in which this collision 


vert that which was instituted, and hitherto had bée: as 
the safeguard of liberty, into an instrument for the 
of the liberty of sovereign States, and the consolidation of con- 

centrated power, inimical to all Itberty. It would be used ag 

the means of subverting the trial by jury, guarantied bythe 

Constitution to all persons accused of crimes; as a district judge 

might set at naught the State jurisdiction, (in itself a primary 

element of sovereignty,) and acquit the accused upon a hearing . 
of theevidence, without the intervention of a jury at all, A 

litle regard was certainly dne to State sovereignty; but here, 

noteven that. of waiting til) the State tribunals have acted, and: 
entered up judgment, is evinced—a practice now proposed to 

be adopted for the first time within the fifty years during 

which this Government has existed. But, evenif it were con: 

stitutional in Congress to pass this bill, it was not now recon 

cilable with national honor and national character to do so. 

Here Mr. B, entered into an animated and graphic review 
of the McLeod case, from the burning of the Caroline down: ‘to. 
the pending negotiation between the Cabinet of the present Ad- 
ministration and Lord Ashburton, and showed that war would 
have been inevitable, had not the State of New York main. 
tained her sovereign rights, and tried McLeod. He contend. 
ed that every thing that covld he done to appease Great Brit. 
ain had been already done by this Administration; and it was 
time now for Great Britain to do ‘something. on her part towards 
reparation for the injury inflicted under her authority. t'was 
not necessary to go further than this country had already 
gone, by passing this bill, at 

After Mr. BUCHANAN had concluded, 

Mr. CHOATE obtained. the floor; but it was then 3 o'clock, 
and he moved that the Senate should go into executive. ses- 
sion; which was agreed to, : 

The Senate accordingly went into executive session, and, 
shortly afterwards, adjourned, ` 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, . 
Monpay, May 9, 1842, 


_The House, by general consent, this morning teceived a vas 
riety of petitions, reports, and other Papers; Amongst which‘ 
nil. 4. FLOYD preseotsdretoluting Wom th Lesa 

r. J. G. resented resolutions fro iala« 
ture of New York, on the subject of postage. ae Legisla 
Me R. W. THOMPSON made a report from the Committee 
for the District of Cotu mbia, for the more speedy administration 


of justice, and for other Purposes, . 
Mr. nEESON presented the petition of James Gibson and 
fifty-four others; also, the petition of Jonathan -Binns and one 
hundred and twelye others, citizens of Fayette county, Pennsyl- 
Vania, praying for a sufficient tariff Y 
goads of other countries; 
act of 1833, or the restoration ofthe tariff of 1824 
_ Mr. B. also presented 
citizens of Pennsylvania, asking an appropriation for the com. 

pletion and preservation of the public works at Erie harbor. 


diate repeal, 

Mr. BOYD said he fully concurred in the opinion that the law 
complained of wag extremely odious, and ought never to have 
found a place on our statute book, But as the question of re. 
peal had already been finally disposed 
memorial be laid upon the tabie, 

Mr. MEDILL 
ber of the members of the Ohio bar, 


asking that the same be increased, with numerous letters 
subject: referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


Also the proceedings of a meeting of the people js 


held at Logan, in Hocking ceunt Ohio, upon 
the subject of oug foreign relations, S R oa 


The delay of justice, ‘he estimated, ` 


subversion: 


a minute review of anticipated re- 


5 


’ 


of, he moved that the ` 
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Mr. MARCHAND: presented the memorial of a number of 
citizens of Armstrong, Westmoreland, and Alleghany counties, 

ennsylyania, praying. that a post-route may be located between 
Anim, in Alleghany county, and Leechburgh, Armstrong 

‘ounty, 
- Mr. HARRIS asked-leave to make a report from the Co- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. Ie hoped that there would be no 
Objection to receive the report at this time. It had relation to 
the-removal of the Wianebago Iodians from the Territory of 
Towa. It was a question of great importance, not.only to the 


Indians themselves, but also to the citizens of that Territory. 


He moved that it be committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House, and made the order of the day for- to-morrow; and that 
the report and the accompanying papers be printed. The re 
port was accordingly received, so referred, and ordered to be 
printed. g 

Mr, J.C. EDWARDS asked leave to offer the following re- 
solution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affaira be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation 
to survey and improve the navigation of Spring river, from the 
western boundary of-the Siate of Missouri, through the Indian 
territory, to its junction with the Neosho, where it becomes 
part of Grand river; and of Grand river, through. the Indian 
territory, to its junction with the Arkansas river, at Fort Gib- 
son; and. to report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr, WARREN objected, and the resolution was not re- 
ceived, ` 

Mr. STEENROD presented the petition of sundry citizens 
of Ohio county, Virginia, in favor of a protective tariff: re- 
ferred n the gom rates gn Manufactures. 

Me. C.B. AMS reported a bill making an a ia- 
tion for the public buildings in Florida, = eee 

Mr. GOGGIN, on leave given, presented a paper or report 
from the Committee on Military Affairs: laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed, 

Mr. STUART of Ilinois on leave given, presented certain 

` papers relating to the difficulties withthe Mormons: referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

A motion made by Mr, S. to print, lies over. 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN of Pennsylvania, on leave given, offered 

the following; which was adopted: 
_ Resolved, That the Committee.on Invalid Pensions inquire 
into the Propriety of granting to John Chambers the pension 
of eight dollars per month, which he now receives, from the 
date of his disability to the time of his being placed upon the 
Pension list. 

Mr, COLES, on leave given, offered the following resolution; 
which was adopted: ' 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the propriety of granting a pen- 
sion to Susan Oglesby, the widow of Richard Oglesby, a sol- 
dier of the Revolution; and ihat they call for the papers belong- 
ing to the case now on file in the Pension Office, ; 


FLORIDA. 

Mr. LEVY, on leave given, presented certain papers in con- 
nexion with which Mr, L, offered the following resolution; 
which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the constitution adopted by the people of 
Florida, assembled in convention at St. Joseph, in the month of 
December, A. D. 1838, together with the memorial addressed to 
Congress by a committee of said convention, be referred to the 
Committee on the Territories; and that two thousand extra cop- 
ies of said constitution and memorial be printed for the use of 
this House. 

Mr. KENNEDY of Maryland, on leave given, presented cer- 
tain memorials from citizens of Maryland in favor of a protec- 
tive tariff: referred, 

Mr. BOARDMAN, from the select committee on the subject 
of the longitude, to which was referred the memorial of John 
Woolman of Michigan, made an adverse report thereon; which 
was ordered to lic on the table. } 

TRE JUDICIARY GF TENNESSEE. 

Mr. MILTON BROWN, on leave given, reported from the 
Committee on the Judiciary a bill changing the time of holding 
the circuit and district courts therein named. 

{This bill fixes the sittings of the circuit and district courts 
of the United States at Jackson, in the district of West Tennes- 
Bee, on the second Mondays of October and April; and at 
Knoxville, in the district of Hast Tennessee, on the first Mon- 

days of November and May; and provides for the return of 
process, &c. accordingly, It repeals the first section of the act 
of 1840, fixing rule days for the court at Jackson, and gives 
power to the judges holding said courts at Knoxville and Jack- 
son to fixsuch rule days for the return of process and the filing 
of pleadings as may be for the convenience of parties and the 
advancement of business in said courts, &c. | ` 

The bill having been read twice, was ordered to a third read- 
ing at this time; and, on motion of Mr. B., was read a third 
time and passed, 

FLORIDA. 


Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS, on leave given, reported a bill from 
the Committee on the Territories, makiag appropriations for 
completing the public buildings in Fiorida: read twice and 
committed, and, with the report, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. W. O. BUTLER moved a change of reference in certain 
cases, (titles not heard:) ordered accordingly. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Todiana, on leave given, reported from 
the Committee for the District of Columbia a bill providing for 
the more speedy administration of justice in the District of 
Columbia, and for other purposes: read uwice and committed. 

Mr. BOYD addressed the Chair, but for what purpose the 
reporter could not hear. 

Mr. FILLMORE called for the orders of the day. 

. NEW YORK CUSTOM-NOUSE REPORTS. — 

The House proceeded to the consideration of the unfinished 
business of Wednesday last, being the motion of Mr. Wiss to 
print the message of the President and the accompanying re 
ports and documents from the commissioners appointed to in- 
vestigate the alluirs of the New York custom-house. 


Which said motion Mr. Unpzrwoop had moved to amend by 
adding thereto the following words: ; 

“But, in printing the message and accompanying documents, 
this House does not intend tó approve or sanction the institution 
ofthis commission; it being the opinion of this House that the 
President has no rightful authority to appomt and commission 
officers to investigate abuses, or to procure information for the 
Presidentto act upon, and to compensate such. Officers at the 
public expense, without authority expressly given by law.” 

Mr. CUSHING, who held the floor from Wednesday, resumed 
and concluded his remarks. fA "rg ; 

Mr, C, said that the proposition pofore the House was onl 
.tenable asa constitutional propostion, fougided on the amend. 
ment proposed by the gentleman fbm Kegiucky, (Mr. Uspgr- 
‘woop, ] who had altered that amen@ment,And presented it in a 
new tormto the House, since his fifst intyoduction of it. It was | 
upon the proposition, ia its amerded ‘frm, that he, therefore, 
intended to address the Speaker? Thé gentleman from Ken- 
tucky indicated the impression that, in fhe course of his remarks 
presented to the House on Wednesday last, he (Mr. C.) was 
taking a technical advantage of th proposition before the 
House, and intended to evade tha qupstion before them. Now 
he (Mr. C.) would assure the gen#lespan from Kentucky that he 
had no such intention, as'it was hif determination to meet the 
question in all its bearings, and dofely upon the grounds of ita 
constitulionality or unconstitutionaity. It was upon this view 
of the question he was determined to meet the gentleman from 
Kentucky, and not upon the particular phrascology of the 
proposition, He therefore wished the Clerk to read the proposi- 
tion under discussion. g 
~ [The amendment was here read by the Clerk. } 

Mr. C. continued. ‘Phe words introduced in the commission, 
“you are authorized to proceed jointly and severally in this 
com mission,” as well asthe words “to compensate by author- 
ity given by law,” were the main points at issue between him 
(Mr. C.) and the gentleman from Kentucky. He (Mr. ©.) heid, 
however, that the question of “compensation” was not material 
to the issue; but with regard to the appointment of officers in 
thig matter, he gravely put it to the House, was it from the pri- 
vate pocket of the President of the United States that compensa» 
tion should be afforded to persons acting in thiscapacity? We 
was, therefore, inclined to think that it would be cor.ceded that 
the constitutional question was essentially different from the 
one of compensation. 


There was no question but the President of the United States 
had the power to appoint a Minister, and that Congress were 
bound to provide the compensation. In point of truth, this was 
the very issue now before the House, ‘fhe gentleman from 
Kentucky embarrassed his proposition; but the true issue was 
grouriled upon the terms of the proposition, which sets forth 
‘that, in the opinion of this House, the President hasno rightful 
authority to chase a commissioner to act without the sancuon 
of this House.” This was the question they had to try—whe- 
ther or not the President had the power to appoint officers tu 
act under this commission, to investigate charges involving the 
characters of certain functionaries connected with the Govern. 
ment? This question involved a variety of historical precedents, 
which would be found most instructive, and covered the acts of 
the early Presidents, from the days of George Washington, down 
through all the administrations, to the presentday. He (Mr. 
C.) was prepared to show. whether or not the President had 
violated the Constitution, and had usurped power in the present 
instance. In going into this matter, he would appeal to the 
good sense and honor of this House whether or not they had not 
ordered the report of Mr. Poindexter to be printed, and were 
thus proceeding in advance of thocasc of the other commis- 
sioners, and also in advance of the evidence? He appealed to 
the House whether or not it would be more in accordance with 
the spirit of fair play and fairness in the matter, to allow ald 


_ the case, in all itg bearings, to be first printed, and then brought 


before them for discussion? i ed 

Mr. C., at this stage of his remarks, submitted a proposition 
that the reportsand documents, in the order in which they came 
from the President, should all be printed in the usual manner; 
and that the debate should be continued on the motion to 
print an extra number of copies; to which motion the amend- 
mentof Mr. Unperwoon should be considered as pending. 

An effort at compromise (terminating unsuccessfully, as such 
efforts generally do in the House) was made by Mr, STUART, 
of Illinois, by a resolution which he offered for the printing 
of the reporis and documents; but which was met by a 
stumbling-block arising out of the possibility that, perad- 
venture, the testimony, or some part thereof, might be printed 
twice over. . g = 

The conversation arising on this resolution was participated 
in by Messrs. STUART, of inois, DAVES, of Kentucky, W. 
C. JOHNSON, ARNOLD, PROFFIT, WINTHROP, GAM- 
BLE, ADAMS, WOOD, and STANLY: and various modifica- 
tions of the resolution were made; but opinions could not be 
reconciled, let 7 

So Mr, C. claimed to proceed in his remarks, 

Mr, CUSHING. The general question as to the power of the 
President to appoint commissioners comes up now for consid- 
eration, In replyto the gentleman from Kentucky, he (Mr. C.) 
maintained that, under the express authority of law, in the 
Congress of 1799, he would be able to show, by a section of 
anact of that Congress, that the President had specific anthor- 
ity to institute the Commission, as in the case of the New York 
custom-house. The authority did, then, exist, and of neces- 
sity should exist, in all the branches of the public service hav- 
ing pecuniary relation. Jn all the public departments—he 
pos:-office and custom-house in particular—the extreme useful- 
ness, the necessity for such a power, was manifest. The ne- 
cessity for the Postmaster General’s having a person of integ- 
rity, to act in official capacity under him, could not be denied; 
and so in relation to the custum-house. In regard to all-these 

classes of public operation under the Government, it would be 
totally impossible for the President to maintain the laws, with- 
out the power which this provision under the Constitution pro- 
vides. Suppose, for instance, that between the State of Maine 
and here there had been frauds in the post-office: how was this 
to be remedied? It was evident their first course should. be to 
scrutinize; and, unless this were done, how were they to. check 


the progress of the evil?’ So as regarded the: cui 
Supposing the collector embezzled the public t nd 
that the cashier coñnived; and supposing that ike- naval of: 
ficer also connived: in what way was this series of frauds to 
be put down? It availed nothing to write a jotter to either the 
collector, cashier, or naval officer,’ How, then, was the Secre. 
tary of the Treasury to discover the fraud? In ‘the act of 1799, 
there was:a specific provision, which empowered them to ine 
Stute investigation. As the gentleman from Kentucky mada 
this his proposition, it might be well, by way of practical il: 
lustiation, to call w his mind the events that had occurred in 
this House Jast Congress. è ae Pe eee 

He would appeal to the Whigs of this House, whether or not 
the then Presidentof the United States,. and the Becretaty. of 
the Treasury, were not charged with a deweliction of duty, for 
not having obtained the knowledge of the embezzlements com: 
mitted by Swartwout, and arrested their progress? He would 
appeal to the gentleman from Kentucky, and ask’ him, when 
charges of so serious a character as this were adduced against 
a public functionary under the Executive, were the President ; 
and Secretary of the Treasury to fold their arms, and’ allow 
this series of embezzlements to go on? He. would appeal: to 
every member in this House—he would ask.the Whigs, who 
now maintain a position adverse to the authority of the Presi: 
dent to appoint commissioners in this case, whether or nat, “in, 
the debates at the period he réferred to, they maintained that 
the President had not the power to appoint and adopt means to 
procure information witha view to investigation? ` But: when 
they (the Whigs) came into power, they ‘proceeded to‘ execute 
the purposes which they professed under the order now indis- 
cussion, and which the gentleman from Kentucky how repus 
diated. We would ask the gentleman from Kentucky to bear 
in mind that, when charges of usurpation by ‘the President 
were then brought, there was signed to the paper “Tomas 
Ewing who participated in the act, and was equally respon- 
sible for it with the then President. Jt was not “Jonn Tyrer” 
alone that ought to be held responsible in this case: this alleged: 
usurpation equally fell upen the head of Thomas Ewing as 
the President. g 

Mr. PENDLETON. I wish to ask whether ‘the gentleman 
from Massachusetts intends to convey the idea that Mr: Ewing 
issued this commission without the express authority of the 
President? 

Mr. CUSHING. Certainly not; but there was a joint and . 
concurrent responsibility, There was an equal responsibility 
on the one as well as the other. But why put the name-of the | 
President exclusively to this order? They acted in this respèct 
contrary to the facts.” ‘The document he held in his hand would 
show that, before the death of Mr. Harrison, he himeelf had get 
the precedent, for the issuing of which commission they were 
now impeaching John Tyler. They had impeached the actof 
Gen. Harrison in 1641, with regardto the commission’ on the 
public buildings. There was no distinction between this and 
the case ofthe New Vork custom-house, The part of Tyler, in 
the latter casc, was exactly the same as that of Harrison in the 
former cage, with regard tothe public buildings. ‘Both had 
acted under Constitutional authority. He would not be under. 
stood to finputeany thing derogatory to Gen. Harrison, but he 
contended that both these cases were the same in principle, 
{Mr. C. here read at length the instructions given to the’ com: 
missionersin the case of the New York custom-house, and pro- 
ceeded.} These were matters‘all to be ascertained upon inves» 
tigation; but the gentleman from Kentucky maintained, when 
he last addressed the House, that these matters ought to be’ 
known to’ the President, by general knowledge, when he ‘came 
into office: How could these matters be known otherwise than, 
by investigation? It was evident (hat there was something in 
the Constitution which gave the power, in this case, to the Pres- 
ident, toarrest the evil; for, if not, they were reduced to this 
practical absurdity—that there existed no means, under the Con- 
stitution, to arrest fraud, 


If there existed no such power, both Harrison and Tyler, and 
every President since the firet formation of the Constitution, 
committed this usurpation of power. Such a proposition. as 
the present was never before affirmed—that the President had no 
authority to appoint an investigation, but was to be deprived of 
the means of pleading to his functions on this spot, and was to 
he deprived of all means of obtaining information on charges of 
a serions public character. This wasnot the Constitution; it 
could not be that this could have gone on for fifty years unde- 
tected by the country. i, , 

Mr. C. addressed himself to the Whig members of this House, 
who, by their professed desire to expose the abuses. in the ad- 
ministration of tbis Government, he considered committed to 
the authority of the investigation. He now appealed to ithe 
other side of the Elouse—-to those. who had supported Jackson 
and Van Buren—and asked them whether. they. meant to. charge 
Andrew Jackson and Martin Van Buren. with. reiterated viola. 
tions of the Constitution in this respect, because he was pres 
pared to show that both of them habitually exercised this power, 

He referred, under the administration of Mr. Van. Buren, in 
the first place, to the general fact of his investigating the land 
offices by special agents, and the post offices by special agents; 
andto the specific fact that Mr. Van Buren, or Kendall, the 
Postmaster General under him, appointed a commission to pro- 
ceedto Europe to investigate the post-office establishments of 
Europe, and procure information on which the President of 
the United States should act, (not to correct abuses.) Tf this 
commission of Governor Poindexter was not-authorized by the 
Constitution, then æ fortiori was that commission-unauthor- 
ized. Again, under Van Buren’s Administration, in a similar 
manner, an agent was sent to investigate thearmies or europe 
to look into the improvements, not only of discipline, Pots of 
the construction of implements of war, for the purpose o ie or- 
mation only;and therefore this was a weaker cae than that of 
Mr, Poindexter. Did Van Buren violate | the Constitution in 
this matter? . Just as John Tyler-was Justified in his course by 
the precedent. of Harrison, so was Yan Buren justified by the 

recedent sethim by General Jackson, Mr. ©. vefer red to the 
a of President Jackson of December 21, 1886, in which 
he informed the House of Representatives that he had sent a 
apecial agent to Texas, for the purpose of procuring informa- 
ton in relation to Texas—an officer appointed by himself, and 
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guilty of- violation otduty. -Was the President to make an in- 
faite into. this, or take it for granted, and remove him without” , 
inquiry? Would the genteman from Kentucky: tell him that 
the President was to know this from his general knowledge? 
Mr. Van Buren appointed a special commissioner to çxamine 
the matter, who received the sum of $400 per month for the 
investigation. $ ee . 

o het case was that of the: Panama: mission, which. the 
gentlemen from Keatucky seemed to ‘consider unconstitutional, 
avd in regard to which misapprehension prevailed. 

’ y Mr. UNDERWOOD sald, from the use he had made of the 
document be had read in relation to. the Panama mission, (in 
which it was stated that the President of the United States had 
accepted the invitation of the South American. mission to this 
Government to be represented ‘in the Panama mission,)it might 
have been inferred that he argued that the President thought 
he had the right to institute that mission. He had referred to 
the fact, that in the message the President specially observed 
the provision of the Constitutior, by stating expressly that he 
would take no action until Congress should first give ‘their ad- 
vice and consent to the appointment of a minister, and next 
make an appropriation for his salary, The whole of his argu- 
ment, from this position, was, that the President had no right 
eitherto makethe appointment or to give money by it, without 
first having obtained the consent of Congress. 1 

Mr. CUSHING resumed.. The gentleman again presented 
another issue, He now affirmed that the President had no right 
to pay the individual. He (Mr. C.) was not discussing the ques- 
tion‘of payment, but of the constitutional power of the President 
to appoint the commission; and, unless that was the question, 
there was no question at all, ie 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. One of the commissioners states that 
they had not pay enough to meet their expenses, 

Mr. CUSHING. What then? The question here presented 
by the gentleman’s resolution was, that the President had so 
power to ‘appoint the commission. He asked the gentleman 
whether the President had the power to appoint the.commission 
if the commissioners would, perform their duty without pay? 
He was arguing the question whether, when Thomas Ewing 
signed that paper in which no money had beén paid by order of 
the President, he bad violated the Constitution? The gentleman 
now told.him candidly that he thought. the paper violated the 
" Constitution; and they now came back to the question whether, 

under the Constitution, the President had the Power to appoint 
auch a commission? Po eke 

He had referred to the Panama mission. 
case, great injustice had been Gone his colleague [ Mr. ADAMS] 
regarding it He would inquire of his colleague as to the facts 
relating to that subject, 

Mr. ADAMS said he never had hada doubt in his own mind 
but that the President of the United States had the power, by 
the Constitution, to appoint diplomatic characters of any grade, 
regular or irregular, formal or informal. lt was contained in 
the article of the Constitution which said the President of the 
United States, by and with the advice and consent, of the Sen- 
ate, should appointand commission public ministers, ambassa- 
dors, &c., and had been practised from the days of Washington, 
He presumed his colleague would come, in his examination, to 
the case of Gouverneur Morris, who, in the first year after the 
establishment ofthe Government, was appointed by General 
Washington, without the consent of the Senate, to negotiate 
with the British Government. Genera) Washington wrote with 
his own handa letter to Gouverneur Mortis, then in France, au- 
thorizing him to enter into negotiations with the British Govern. 
ment, and a letter of instructions ; and all this was done without 
any communication whatsoever to the Senate, until long after 
ithad been transacted, Ie believed that was the first instance— 
in 1789; precisely the same year in which this Congress first 
met, aid within six months after its establishment, Washing- 
ton also made a simi'ar appointment of Paul Jones, whom he 
authorized to treat with the Government of Algiers for the re. 
demption ofa number of American prisoners, Since that dme 
during every Presidency, there had been commissions of that 
character. 

He did, at the time the proposition was made to him for the 
assemblage of ministers from the independent States of A meri- 
ca, at Panama, (Congress not being in session atthe time the in- 
vitation was received,) authorize the Minister of the United 
States at Colombia to accept, on the part of the United 
the invitation; but he did nothing to carry it into effect until the 
meeting of Congress; and it was the advice of all the members 
of the Administration that this course of 
proper, not simply on the-question of the Tight or power of the 
President to accépt this invitation, 
dien¢y and. prudence, 
grees, he informed them 


If he understood the 


opinion by the 
public purse, 4 
That was his course of proceeding on that occasion; not 
at he hadany doubt—as he said to Congress at that time, as 
he thought at this moment, and ever had—under the Constitu. 
tion of the United States, and under the precedent of General 
Washington’s appointment of Gouverneur Morris, of his power 
to have done ių; but. for the purpose of harmonizing, as far ag 
possible, with the Senate and Hause of Representatives at that 
time; a policy, on the partof the Executive, which he Wished 
most cordially had been observed down to the Present day. 
This was no new question. It had been debated heretofore 
with great. earnestness and ability in the Senate of the United 
Siates. ite presumed his colleague was perfertly acquainted 
with the correspondence with took place in 1813 or 1814, he. 
tween the Senate “and Mr. Madison, on the appointment of a 
minister by Mr. Madison, or a Commissioner, to negotiate a 
treaty of peace with Prussia, A resolution declaring that the 
President of the United States had no power to make this ap- 
pointment, was debated first in executive session; and it was 
considered of so much im portance, that it was transferred and 
debated in the legislative sessions, and carried from one geg- 
sion to another, and finally setiled by indefinite postponement, 
The appointment of Mr. Madison was carried throush: every 
thing done’ hy this commissioner was sanctioned, and he had 
never heard that there was any question aa to the propriety of 
Mr. Madison’s Proceeding on thatoccasion, This was perhaps 


h this question had been 
after a long debate, in both 


the strongest ofall. the points on whic 
decided, because it was decided, 
sessions, T LREN : ire 

Another similar case was the appointmen: of three commis: 
sioners sent to the South American Republics by Mr. Monroe. 

He did not know that any constitutional question had ever 
been setiled. Questions of constitutional authority were im» 
mortal, He confessed he was surprised to see his friend from 
Kentucky, (Mr. l sperwoop,] with this whole weight of au- 
thority and experience before him, making this grave question 
at this time, afl 

If any gentleman would examine the firat act appropriating 
for foreign intercourse, he would find full power for the ap. 
pointment of ministers abroad. An appropriation of 40,000 
was placed by it. under the disposition of the President: of the 
United States, to carry on intercourse with foreign.nations. In 
thatact there was as completely an admission of the power of 
the President of the United States ‘to appoint all public. minis. 
ters abroad, as in the act establishing the Treasury Department, 
-There was the admitted power of the President tu remove or ap: 
point the executive officers of this nation. He conceived that 
the President was authorized to send a minister to Panama, or 
anywhere else he should determine, by the law—which wasthe 

law of nations, and which authorized the existence and pre 
scribed the power of public ministere, r 
Mr. Apams having concluded bis explanation— cp 
Mr. FILLMORE rose to appeal to Mr. CusHine to suffer the 
further consideration of. this question to be postponed, in: order 
that the House might take up and pass on the amendments‘of 
the Senate to the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill, 

Mr, CUSHING said he would consent to do so in a few mo. 
ments. a 

Mr. C. said he was greatly indebted to his colleague for the 
additional light he had thrown on the subject. He always gave 
them valuable information whenever he addressed the House. 
This would save him from bringing forward many of the cases 
which he had intended to refer to. : 

He would proceed to stato, what he apprehended was tha 
general principle applicable to this matter, which appeared to 
him to be the true construction of the Constitu'ion, and which 
applied to the question of money as well as of power. Helaid 
this down aga general rule, both under the Constitution and 
the laws—that where the Constitution or any Jaw devolved a 
duty on the President, or-any other officer, and did not prescribe 
the manner in which it was to be performed, the President or 
other officer was to appoint suitable agents for its Performance; 
and for their reasonable compensation Congress were as much 
bound to provide, as to provide for the expenses of this Goy- 
ernment, À 

The clause requiring the President to see to the execution of 
the laws, and to give information to Congress of the state of the 
Union, was imperative on the President, and constituted an 
obligation, by the omission of which he violated the Coustitution 
and his oath of office, and was liable to impeachment; and if tha 
Constitution ur laws did not set forth the manner in which'a 
duty was to be performed, it was for the President to decide 
upon it, 

ihe gentleman from Kentucky had said, if the President 
might appoint these officers, he might appoint thousands. 
There was no power which might not. be abused; but the abuse 
of power did not argue the non-existence of power. His an. 
swer to this argument was, if the President abuse his power, 
impeach him. Ifthe abuse was a pecuniary question, the Cone 
gress of the United States had complete contro! Over the matter. 
It was within their jurisdiction, as had been contended in debate, 
to withhold the salary. i 

Thus, on precedents, on the authority of every President of 
the United States, on the letter of the Constitution, and on the 
only principle of its construction by which this Government 
could live and maintain its vitality, he maintained that this act 
of the President of the United States was constitutional; that it 
was not a violation of Jaw, nor an act of usurpation, 

He would briefly glance at another conedtutional question 
which the gentleman from Kentucky had interposed here, but 
which was not pertinent to the issue; The gentleman had said 
that not only was Join Tyler guilly of usurpation, but that he 
manifested the spirit of usurpation by bearing the ttle of Presi. 
dent of the United States. this late hour it was a settled 
was the pioper title for John 


Whig retiring cabinet; and it 
Whig 


the journal he. found that when the gentleman from New York 


(Mr. nvolving this question, 
he could not get gentlemen enough to give him the joan and 


00 di vise 


the to be un. 
us decision that the true title of 


_ Mr. UNDERWOOD was understood to say that at that 
time he concurred with the gentleman from New York, [Mr, 
McKeon } 


Mr. MCKEON stated his recollection that th 


Kentucky {Mr. UxpERweop] agreed with hi 
brought forward this subject. 

Mr. CUSHING. The gentleman fram Kentucky had been 
consistent, then; and, with ihe gentleman fiom New York, be. 
lieved that “President” was no: thetrue title, But the two Votes 
of the House of Representatives and Senate were a complete 
hezative of usurpation on the part of Jona Tyler in bearing thia 
name, 

Mr. EVERETT (Mr. ©. yielding the floor 
he wished to suggest to the gentleman from Massachusetts Mr, 
Cosuina] that this question would be Presented. in a different 
shape; and he thought the gentleman, as he wag dispoked to ay. 


© gentleman from 
m at the time! he 


at his request) grid 


guè it. fairly, should he informed ‘of it. He, ahould move to 
amend the amendment, by striking out the reasons, leaving only 
the direct question of power involved. He disclaimed a belief 
of suspicion that the President had exercised any power that he 
‘did‘not believe he was authorized todo. Inthe first place; he 
‘should like to-know if. there was any commission‘ issued at any 
‘time which authorized an inquisition into the fact of an indicta» 
ble offence having been committed by- persona in office and out 
of office at the-time of the examination; and next, whether any 
commission had been issued which authorized the commission- 
-era to take examinations on oath, or permit examinations on 
oath. to be taken; and to call the gentleman’s attention to the 
question whether this wasa subject of perjury. He would also 
like to know, whether thé commissioners had power to compel 
the attendance of witnesses, and whether it was not necessary 
to apply1to Congress to get this power, If this was voluntary 
Buendanpe, it was in direct violation of the statute lawsof New 
ork., : 

From the-whole examination of this cage, he should perfectly 
acquit the President of the exercise of any power he didnot 
truly ‘believe he possessed, and should vote for no amendment 
to. censure him, but. wished to make it merely a question of 


power, 
THE TARIFF. 

Mr. EVERETT having concluded his suggestions- 

r. CUS „in compliance with the ple i 
yielded the floor to— Ls pledge made by him, 

Mr. FILLMORE, who, in the first place, asked the general 
consent of the House to take up the report on the Speaker's ta- 
pie from zie Socreriiry Srithe Tresauiy, on the subject of the 

arif; which said report had heretofore bi f P . 
olution of this Hovs. oe Deea Goien Tor by: a fep 

No objection being made— 

The SPEAKER laid ihe report before the House. 
| Which, on motion of Mr. FILLMORE, was laid on the table 
and was ordered to be printed, together with the same number 
cpt axis copies as had ‘poen ordered of the reports heretofore 
‘made on the same subject from the majorit inori 
the Committee an Manufactures ete mod 0f 

_  CUSTOM-HOUSE REPORTS. 

On, motion of Mr, STUART of Ulinois, the following reso- 

lution was adopted: 
, Resolved, That a copy of the reports of each of the com- 
missioners appointed to examine the New York custom-house 
‘Shall be printed under the superintendence of the Clerk of the 
House; and when so printed, shall be. stitched together in the 
orderin which they were made to the President. 

Resolved, also, That a copy of all-the testimony and docu- 
ments reported by said commission’shali be printed under the 
superintendence ofsaid Clerk; and that he prevent the printing 
more than once of each or any one of said reports and of said tes- 
timony and documents. 

r Whereupon Mr. CUSHING moved that 5 000 extra copies be 
printed, | 

To which motion (as heretofore suggested by Mr. CUSHING) 
the proposidon of Mr. Unperwoon was offered as an amend- 
ment, 

_ And thus the debate will be continued hereafter on the mo- 
tion to print in this form—Mr. Cusnine still retaining the 


floor, 
_ GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL, » 

-- Mr. FILLMORU, from the Committee of -Ways and Means, 
‘to whom had been referred the bill making appropriations for 
the civil and diplomatic expenses of the Government for the 
year 1842, with the amendments made thereto by the Senate, re- 
ported back the same with certain proposed amendments to the 
amendments of the Senate. 

And the House, on motion of Mr, F., resolved itself into Com- 
„mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. THOMPSON 
of Indiana in the chair,) for the purpose of considering the 
same. 

Anumber of the amendments of the Senate were, on the 
recommendation of the Committee of Ways and Means, con- 
curred in. 

And the following amendments of the Senate were, also on 
the recommendation of the saidcommiltee, non concurred in, 
to wit: 

The amendment substituting “ten” thousand for “two” 
thousand dollars, in item No. 105, for compensation of work- 
Wen in the branch mint at New Orleans. 

, The amendmen: adding “six hundred dollars” to the item 
appropriating “one thousand dollars” for iron rods for strength- 
ening north and south wings of said mint. ‘ 
DISTRICT ATTORNEYS, MARSHALS, &c. 
The amendment of the Senate, substituting for the proviso 
- of the’ House. limiting the fees of district attorneys, clerks, 
marshals, é&c., anuther proviso, differing somewhat in charac- 
ter, and going at great length into detail, coming up in its 
order— 

Certain amendments to the amendment of the Senate were 
‘agreed to, on motion of Mr. FILLMORE, 

Mr. JONES, of Virginia, then moved further toamend the 
amendment of the Senate, by reducing the compensation of 
district attorneys from $6,000 to $5,000 per annum. 

Mr. Jones remarked that this allowance might be more rea 
sonable, were it the compensation for the whole time-and tal- 
ents of a professional man; butall knew the fact to be other- 
wise. The gentlemen who filled these offices were usually law- 
yers of distinction, who carried on, at the same time, an exten- 

sive practice of their own. He considered £5,000 asan ample 
remuneration for their services on account of Government; 
and even this sum was enormous. 

Mr. FILLMORE reminded Mr. J. that $6,000 had previously 
been agreed to by the House, The Senate had not altered the 
sum inthe bill sent to them. Were the salaries of the district 
attorneys now to be fixed, he should agree that the sum was too 
large; but they were merely establishing a maximum, and in 
some years the sum actually received, which depended oo the 
amount of service rendered, might fall fay shart of this, Yone 
year it should be $9000 and another $4,000, this limitation 
would take away $2,000 on one year without restoring on the 
other, The provision in the bill would, in effect, operate on no 
other officer but the district attorney of the southern district of 
New York. Owing to the vast amount of business done at the 
custom-house there, very large sums of rnoney were constantly 
-passing through the hands of that officer, for which he was ae. 
countabie, The whole collecting of debts due the United States 
devolved on him a3 attorney; and ìf any of bis clerks should lose 
orembezzie the public money, he made it good. He was there- 
-foreto‘be paid for insurance. : 

Mr. F. remarked on the injustice of the present mode of 


raising these:salaries by: taxing the litigants, “He compared the 
sum in the amendment, (which wasall he could earn, if faithful, 


because his official duties would take up his whole time,) with | 


what might be received. by other district attorneys, .whose.offi- 
cial dutiesallowed them time to enlarge their income by practice 
in the courts; and insisted that it would be unfair to reduce the 
salary as proposed. f 

After replying to some queries put to him by Mr.: Rooss- 
VELT, as to the responsibility of -this officer for. defalcations 
of his clerks, Mr. F, adverted to the enormous amounts received 
by Messrs. Price. arid Butler when filling the same office, and 

» the quietness of gentlemen on the subject, compared with their 
present sudden zeal for retrenchment. Still, if they could geta 
man of competent. standing, skill, talents, and attainments, to 
fill the office for $5,000, Mr. F. would not object to it: Hisplan 
would be to revise the tee-bill, nottotax the litigants, . 

Mr, MCCLELLAN insisted that $5,000 was an ample compen. 
sation, especially as the gentleman who filled the office could at. 
tend the terms of the supreme courtand the court of errors, 
and thus earn with ease $5,000 more, Mr, C, considered it per- 
fectly fair to take the everplus of the fees ofthe district attor- 
ney of New York te help make up the $15,000 allowed. for dis- 
trict attorneys elsewhere. He thought the fee-bill was reduced 
low enough in all conscience, when fixed according to the stand- 
ard of the supreme court ot New York. Re contended that 
the principle of taxing litigants was perfectly just and equitable, 
As to $5,000, he thought it was more than the district attorney 
could earn by fair labor, as such. i 

Mr. ADAMS raised the, question of order whether this 
amendment could be received, since it went to change the sum, 
not in the Senate’s amendment, but in the original bill as it went 
from the Honse? ` : 

After some explanations, the CHATR ruled the amendment to 
be‘in order, ` ` 

Mr. EVERETT said that the effect of the Senate’s amend. 
ment would be to tax judicial proceedings in New York and 
nowhere else. . The best remedy was to abolish all fees, and 
substitute salaries, He believeda constitutional question might 
be raisedon the matter; but it was wot his province to deal in 
such questions: he looked for this to another quarter. 

Mr. JOSEPH R. INGERSOLL corrected the statement of 
Mr. FILLMORg, as to the responsibility of district attorneys for 
moneys passing through their hands. The moneys formerly 
paid to them were now paid to the marshal, or, under the sab- 
treasury law, deposited with the sub-treasurer, who gave 
triplicate receipts for it. 

Mr. JONES replied to Messrs. FILLMORE and EVERETT, and 
professed unwillingnessto deal unfairly with the attorney for 
the southern district of New York. Ifthe amendment pressed 
hardly on that officer, its effect could be remedied bya subse- 
quentamendment, making his case an exception. Mr. J. ad- 
mitted that a former district attorney in that district had receiv- 
edas high.a compensation as $28,000 in a single year; but as 
soon as that-fact was brought in an authentic shape before the 
then Committee of Ways and Means, (of which Mr. J. had been 
chairman,) they promptly applied a corrective, by reducing the 
allowance to $6,000 as a maximum. All the officers of the Uni- 
ted States, connected with the district courts, had received 
enormous amounts of fees. A marshal had received $97,000, a 
clerk $19,000, and a district attorney $28,000. He thought the 
restriction in the amendment would apply to more than one 
officer. He was amazed to hear the gentleman from Vermoat 
{Mr. Everert] signify that to deal in constitutional questions 
was not his province. : He supposed when a constitutional dif- 
ficulty presented itself to any gentleman, he was bound to no- 


tice it. 

Mr, HOLMES inquired of Mr. Jongs whether any thing had 
occurred to alter his mind as to the salary of this officer, which 
he had himself, when chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, fixed at $6,000? 

Mr. JONES said it was the committee- which had fixed it 
at thatsum; he yielded to the majority of the committee, as he 
ever should. 

Mr. HOLMES then inferred that the gentleman had been 
opposed in conclave to that sum? [Mr. Jones did not respond. ) 
Ifit were true that a former attorney had received $28,000, 
there must have been a vast amount of business done to earn 
such an amountin fees. Mr, H. dwelt upon the great amount 
of legal acumen and constitutional knowledge required of an 
officer who was continually consulted on the nicest points, and 
when large sums were at stake. With the nature of the ser- 
vices performed be had himselfsome persunal acquaintance, 
having temporarily performed them at Charleston. IIe con 
sidered $6,000 as too little, rather than too much; and insisted 
that justice forbade the adoption of the amendment, after a 
talented and meritorious incumbent had accepted the appoint- 
ment at $6,000. ` 

Mr. SALTONSTALL refreshed Mr. Jonzs’s memory as to 
the action of the Committee of Ways and Means, in proposing 
te recuce the compensation of the district attorney of the 
southern district of New York. He reminded him of the re- 
peated efforts of a former colleagne of his (the worthy Mr, 
Reed) to effect such a reduction, and the resolutions he had 
moved for an investigation of the abuse; in consequence of 
which, a report had been made showing how large thesum was 
actually received. But that report had not come in ull the 
subject had been finally disposed of, 

Mr. CALHOUN here explained. "Two resolntions for inves. 
tigation had been moved—one by Mr. Reed, the other by him- 
self: the report in answer to the first was before the House in 
time, and constituted the basis of Mr. C.’s motion for the re- 
duction of the compensation; but the gentleman from Virginia 
[ Mx. Jones] had not sustaised it, but contended for the contin- 
vance of he stats of things as it stood, 

Mr, SALTONSTALL referred tothe new views that had sud- 
denly actuated certain gentlemen after the 4th of March, 1641, 
and the great reforms in salaries then pressed by them. 

Mr.S. explained how it was that the aniounts received before 
the restriction had been so enormons. Large counsel fees had 
been charged: in addition to which, it was to be remembered 
that the judiciary act fixed the fees to be allowed to the district 
attorney in each State at the highest rate allowed by any court 
within the State: and, by a construction put on that law, the 
{ecs had been continued at the rate established at the date of its 

passage, though the fees in the other courts had-heen reduced, 
in some cases, two-thirds. This was now guarded against. The 
office in the southern district of New York was one of immense 
importance; and this was the only district in which the com- 
pensation was so large, In Massachusetts, 
in importance,) it was but between $2,000 and $3,000. 


k was 


notorious that lawyers of high standing made far more by their | 


(probably the second | 


p ctico thai 4 nme: inthe bill; 
isduty, hé could have little time todohiy thing 
Seizures were continually made at the -custom-hé 
<attorney-hadconstantly to be consulted bythe cot 
trug policy of Goverament was toigive suchar omera t 
Me MASON 0 ‘dhe dhmeisancartok 
r. N, of Ohio, opposed the amendriant asa 
rob labor of its fruits. iP fhe. fees did not amount to: $6000, 
the law. would be inoperative; if they exceeded that in, ‘it 
Would ouly be in consequence of services rendered: Thet ios 
vision touched but asingle officer, and in his case did bye Ax ® 
maximum. He insisted it was not too hight: se iv sided... Gent 
Hemen said thart this officer had leisure to eatn $5,000 more by’ 
his private practice. If the gentleman who asserted this would 
eor ie ye from his. personal knowledge, Mr: M: had-nothing 
eto say. ao j ğ 
Mr. MCCLELLAN explained. He was ‘satisfied that such 
was the case. As to the $28,000 formerly received, it had. not 
been for personal services of the attorney, but for fees on judg. ` 
ments by default, on which $70-was charged, instead-of $5, for 
office.work done by his clerks. f hi 
Mr. MASON said the sum had been fixed by that gentleman’a 
own amendment, formerly offered, at $6,000, " Vet now the gen- 
tleman denounced that sum as extravagant. Pe ea 
Mr. McCLELLAN again explained. He. understood that 
sum had been fixed by the appropriation bill6f 1841; ‘and:out 
or respect for his predecessors, he had followed the precedent 
set-him. een ees 
Mr. MASON thought the gentleman might show a tittle 
mercy to the present incumbent, when his conscience had spf. 
fered him to be quiet while his predecessor waa receiving 
$28,000 a year. “Doubtless. the gentleman had repressed: ita 
stings with great difficulty. [A laugh.] These abuses had’ bt 
a standing topic of animadversion for four'or five’ yéars 
never could gentlemen’s attention be roused to them till the-4th 
‘of March, 1841; and then, Down with all salaries! “Retrench! 
retrench! Shameful extravagance! Batty a 8 
The question was now: loudly demanded; and,’ having’ been 
taken by tellers; stood as follows: ayes 67, noes 65, E 
So the amendment was agreed to. _ ; z 
Mr. ROOSEVELT now moved further toa mend the Setate’s 
amendment, by reducing the sum of 84;6007or' compensation to 
the clerks of the circuit and district coita; to''¢2,500. The. 
Tlouse had forinerly vated that the duties gf these two clorkshipa 
should be performed by the same office% and had fixed his al- 
lowance at but 82,500. ‘Where were now two of them; and ifthe 
allowance for each was det at $2,500, the whole sum formerly 
proposed would be increaged from $400 to 85,000: As to the 
case of the district attorney, his mind had not been'satlefied, and 
he had not been able to vote either way; but asto these gente» 
men, he had no donbte. Their dutigs did not, like his, require 
high professional talente; they wereShiefly of a mechanical char- 
actor. The chief justice of thg State. received ‘hut $2500. 
Why should the clerk of a ciui court receive nearly double 
thatsum? But, besides, the amgndment of the’ gentleman ad- 
mitted a construction which wogld allow each of these officersa. 
deputy, under the words “othér necessary clérk-hire.”? The 
clerk might have a flourishing broker’s shop in Wall street; 
might walk about with his hands in his pocket and a cigar in 
his mouth, and take his ease, while his deputy wasdoing all the 
work. These clerks were usually men of wealth; one of them, 
at present in office, was said to be very rich, He thought they / 
might be content to travel on runners, without being furnished, 
with wings. Mr. R. said he could not be charged, in this 
movement, with being actuated by any political or party: ends; 
for the incumbents now in ofice were of his own side’ in pole 
ities, f E 
{Mr. Menrweruze here put to Mr. R. some merry question, 
which elicited a good deal of laughter in his neighborhood, ‘but 
which did not travel as far as the reporter's seat. f j 
The question having been taken by tellers, the ame) 
proposed by Mr. Roosgvexr. was agreed to: ayes 75, noe 
counted, sia Eo 
On motion of Mr, YOUNG, of New York, än amendment 
was agreed to, requiring, in addition to the judge’s certificate, ` 
now required by law to the allowance of certain Jaw charges, 
that of the clerk of the court, stating that the services charged 


niot 


were actually rendered, 

Mr. McCLELLAN proposed further to amend the Senate's 
amendment, limiting the office expenses of the clerks of the cir- 
cuit and district courts, and also the office of the district attor- 
ney, to $3,000 per annum; rent and all other charges included. 
Mr McC, referred, as a precedent for this limitation, to the ap- 
propriation bill of 1841, and expressed his persuasion that, with- 
out some guard of this kind, great abuses would certainly occur. 
Early in March, Mr. McC. had offered a resolution calling for 
the annual reports required by law of the district attorney of 
the southern district of New York, and the clerks ofthese courts, 
in reference to their expenses, but no response had been receive 
ed fromthe Treasury Department; whence he concluded, that 
no returns had been made to that department: and hence he 
supposed that the allowance of $3,000 would be sufficient, 

Mr. FILLMORE thought the amendment uniair. inthis, that 
it proposed the same limitation in the offices ofthe districtattor- 
ney and theclerks of the courts. Now, there was no analogy 
between the two. The district attorney had to employ able 
counsel, whereas the others required the aid of mere copyists. 

Everybody could see that $3,000 would not employ counsel, 
hire Clerks, and pay officerent. Mr. F. contended that all; this 
was poor economy, Nothing was to be gained by the Govern- 
ment in thus treating a law officer at a port where more than 
half the revenue of the whole Union was collected. If gentle- 
men were unwilling to trust to the integrity of the Auditors 
here, let them atleast forbear to fix the expenses of the district 
attorney at so very jow asum.. He hoped the gentleman would 
consent to say $4,000 for the district atiorney’s ex penter, and 
€3,000 for those of the clerks of the courts. 3 

Mr. McCLELLAN said the district attorney had no rentto 
pay; nor, as he believed, had the clerks either.. Both paa 
their office in the same room, and that was paid forby Uncle 


Sam. i i 

7 GAN doubted the correctness of this statement. 
ares nned Sates had no public building in New York but 
the custom-house; these offices were not in the custom-house. 
He presumed these officers had to pay rent. 

After a desultory codversation on this point between Meesrs, 
ROOSEVELT, MORGAN, and McKEON, the question was 
divided and taken sepatately—first in respect to the district at- 
tomey, and then asto the clerks of the circuitanddisirict churte; 
_and decided in both cases in the affirmative, 

So the amendment was agreed 19, 


$ 


‘5, 000yin the itum providing compensation for marshals. 
-This was agreed to without a count. o- iy ARE 
Mr. BROWN: then offered another amendment, prohibiting 
“the allowance of a per diem for attendance on rule-days, in the 


circuit and district courts; and, also; separate charges where ` 


the two courts sat together. : aoe 3 3 : 
~ Afer some explanation of an existing abuse for want of such 
attegulation— =. i E y 

"The amendment was agreed to.: LEE: é 

“Afler-an‘amendment by Mr. ROOSEVELT, simply. transpo- 
sing the phraseology— š te E x z 
; The amendment of the Senate, as amended, Was: con.usred 
ine ooo : 2 . 

"Fhe committee then rose and reported progress. 

‘On motionof Mr. SAUNDERS, s ea 1h Sea ae 
. Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office aad Post 
‘Roads inquire into the expediency of establishing a post-route 
from Lexington, by way of Thompson's store, toSmith & Bar- 
ringer’s tanyard, on the Yadkin, in Davidson county, North Ga- 
yolina. ` 4 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads inquire’ into the expediency of exiending the weekly 
route from Raleigh, by way of Roxborough, to Pleasant Hill, 
Person county, North Carolina. - 

Mr HUDSON, on leave given; from the select committee to 
which had ‘been-referred the memorial of Wm. Wright, settin 
forth that the interests of the public have been greatly sacrifice: 
in the settlement of claims held by the United Stes against the 
Commonwealth Bank of- Massachuseétis, made a report conclu- 
ding with the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the select committee of five, appointed on 
the memorial of Wm. Wright, have power to inquire into and 
report upon all matters relating to the collection and settlement 
of the claims of the United States against.the late Common- 
wealth Bank, that the committee have power to send for per- 
sons. and papers; to appointa clerk to proceed to Boston for the 
purpose of prosecuting its inquiries; and that the members 
thereof be. excused from attendance on the House until it shall 
have made its report, É ` ; 

Mr. HUDSON, from the Cominittee on Public Expenditures, 
also made. a report on the case of Captain Stephen H. Webb, 
amilitary storekeeper at. the arsenal at Detroit, alleged to be a 
defaulter to the Government. i 

And the House. then adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
: TUESDAY, May 10, 1842. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from a number of 
umbrella manufacturers in the county and city of Philadelphia, 
corapłaining that their rights under the compromise act have 

- ‘been violated, by the imposition of twenty per cent, duties on 
silks; that it had deprived them of all protection. They ask 
thata duty of one dollar be levied on imported silk, fifty 
cents, on gingham, and twenty-five cents on cotton umbrellas. 
They also ask that, for the purpose of restoring the valuable ex- 
port trade which they once enjoyed, a drawback of twenty 
per cent, be allowed: referred to the Committee on Manufac- 


hires. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented certaia resolutions of the Le- 
gistature of New York, urging Congress to take such action as 
they deem necessary to reduce the postage on letters, and to 
abolish the franking privilege: referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, and ordered to be printed, 

Mr. BENTON. presented the petition of Moses Archer, pray- 
ing arrears of pension; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. š 

Mr. BATES, from the Committee on Pensions, made an ad- 
verse reporton the petition of Thomas Flanagan for a pen- 
aion; which was ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Commitice on Claims, to which 
had been referred the additional documents in support of the 
claim of Littleton Dennis Teackle, for lumber furnished the 
Government in the construction of the public buildings at 
‘Washington, made a supplementary adverse report; which was 
ordered to lie on the’tabte and be ‘printed. 

y Mr. PRESTON on leave, introduced a joint resolution, au- 

\ thorizing the Postmaster Generalto extend the contract for car- 

Aying the mailżon the Potomac; which was read twice, and 
eferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


SECRECY OF POST OFFICE ARCHIVES, 


ł The Senate then proceeded to the consideration of the fol: 
Yowing resokution, submitted by Mr. Benton on yesterday: viz: 
| Resolves, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be i structed to inquire in what manner the Madisonian 
newspapgr obtained a knowledge of certain papers supposed 
robe filed in the General Post Office Department, in relation 
tothe appointment of Mr. Watsen as postmaster at St. Louis 
to Witr—a letter from Mr. Benton to Mr, Van Buren, and ano- 
ther from Mr. Benton to the Postmaster General; and also in 
what manner the editor of that paper became possessed of the 
information that there was no ovher recommendauon for Mr. 
‘Watson, and that his appointment was made on the sole recom- 
mendation of Mr. Benton. Also, that the sdid committee in- 
quire into the manner in which the said editor obtained a copy 
ofthe Postmaster General’s letter to the Senate’s Committee on 
the Post Officeand Post Roads, ia relation to the nomination of 
Samuel B. Churchill and recommending him for confirmation. 
And that they have power to send for persons and papers, and 
to take testimony on oath, and report the same te the Senate. 
Mr. MERRICK said that when the resolution was submitied 
on yesterday, he had galled the attention of Senatorsto it, that 
they might be prepared to act understanding!y when it came up 
for consideration. Tt was one, he said, of an extraordinary 
character, and such as was not proper for the Senate to adopt. 
He considered that it would be a novel and extraordinary course 
of proceeding for the Senate te direct the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, or either of the standing commit- 
tees, to inquire how the editor of the Madisoulan became pos- 
sessed of certain information. It would be a most novel course, 
in view of the fact that the Senator who had submitted the reso- 
lution himself dec!ared that the publication in that journal falsi- 
fied the facts of which it was proposed to inquire how he became 
possessed. But, he the facts as they may, it would be a ver 
strange proceeding to direct such an inquiry as was proposed, 
k appeared to him that the statement of the Senator ought to 
suffice; and he asked the Senator not to insist upon the adoption 
ofthis résolution. The Senate had no right to institute such an 
inquiry. It-would bea great assumption of power on their part 
w xe-iuto the conduct of the- editor of the Madisonjan, LH 


Me. MILTON BROWN ‘moved w strike out 6,000,.and. insert it affected the rights of the Se 


nate, they might, with proprie 
take some action, as ona breach of privilege; but any publica. 
tion, whether founded (on teal or. supposed facts, was not a 


‘proper subject for the action of ‘ihe standing committees of the 


te: he: therefore hoped that body would weigh well the 
eaa TEER which mightresult from the adoption of the reso- 
tion: x Ba : A 
tuir. BENTON followed the Senator from Maryland, [Mr. 
Meraicx,] and-said the inquiry proposed was of a very differ- 


ent- nature fromthe supposed. character given it by the gen- 


Ueman. Instead of being a private inquiry into the conduct of- 
an editor, it was a.public inquiry in relation to.a public matters 
comnienced on this floor—not by himself, but by those now op- 
posed to it.. hough nominally a newspaper editorial, the pub- 
lication in question, upon its own face, was the work of the head 


-of the. Post Oifice Department, and made in violation of the 


rules which he prescribes for. others. The article bears evi- 
dence upon its face of beingthe work of the Postmaster Gene- 
ral: for it contains three letters which must have been furnish- 
ed by him for publication; and also assumes to speak of things 
done,and not done, iv the Post Office Department, and which 
implics a knowledge and control of its papess. and archives. To 
show that the article wasthe work of the head of the department, 
Mr. B. read the three letters referred to, constituting partof the 
attivle, and which he undertook to say must have come from 
the Postmaster General. The firstletter was that of the Post- 
master General to the Senate’s committee, auswering their cail 
for the Churchill recommendations, and superadding a recom- 
mendation of his own. ‘This letter could be only furnished for 
publication by tke members of the committee, or the Postmas- 
ter General himself. You heard the answers of the two Sena. 
tors of the committees on yesterday, [Messys. McRozerts and 
Merricx,] that neither of them had given out copies, or author- 
ized the publication. The gentlemen are both present, and can 
speak for themselves. (They signified assent from their seats.) 
‘This, then, lays the publication of that letter at the door of the 
Postmaster General, and shows him contributing tothe articlein 
question. The next letter was the reply of the Senator from IHi- 
nois (Mr. McRossrts} to the inquiry into the publication of the 
four letters in the St. Louis papers, and which was addressed to 
the Postmaster General. Only himself or the Senator from Ili- 
nois—that is tosay, the receiver or the writer of the letter— 
could haye furnished it for publication; and it may be assumed 
that the writer did not. [Mr. McRogerrs said he had not so 
furnished 1t.] Then, said Mr. B., the Postmaster General must 
have furnished it; and this constitutes another item of proof that 
he is the author of thearticle. The third letter is the one which 
closes the article, and which is referred toas being the proper 
conclusion of the subject. It is the letter of the Postmaster 
General to the President of the United States, giving the Pres- 
identan account of the result of his application fora knowl- 
edge of the publisher of the four letters. This was a cor- 
refondon between the President and the Postmaster Gen- 
eral; it was between them: one or the other must have furnished 
it for publication; and the whole context of the article, as well 
as the probabilities of the case, shows it to have come from the 
Postmaster General. Neither of these three letters had been pre- 
viously published in any paper.. They appear for the first 
time in this publication, constitute part of it, and make the 
staple of its argument. It is a first publication of their_con- 
tents: the facts show that they could only come from the Post- 
master General; and, therefore, the article in which they ap- 
pear bears evidence upon its face of being his work, This 
was the first branch of his evidence to fix the publication upon 
that officer. X i 
Mr, B. then referred to the second branch of his testimony to 
show the same thing; and that also was internal, and arose out 
of the article itself—out of that part of it which assumed to 
kaow what the Postmaster General holds to be the secret and 
confidential archives of the department—to know what is in the 
office, and what is not in it; and the motivesand circumstances 
under which an appointment was made. He read from thear- 
ticle these words: “He (Mr. BENTON) will not deny that he 
addressed President Van Buren in Mr. Watson’s behalf, 
and urged his appointment on account of his ‘pariy ser- 
vices.’ ”? Now, here is an affirmation of a fact, anda use of in- 
verted commas, which declare an exactquotation. The words 
“party services” are the sin of the address, and are evidently 
quoted for the purpose of standing as an ofisetto Mr. Wash’s 
letter, claiming the appointment of Mr. Churchill, both for past 
and future party services—for what he had done in the Presi- 
dential canvass for the Whig cause, and for what he would do 


‘for the cause if the important post office of St. Louis was put 


into hishands. Yet these wordsare a false quotation. Ideny 
them, aad call for the original letter. Two letters have been 
produced, both falsifying this quotation. I call for the rest, and 
challenge their production. Yet, from the confident mode of 
theaffirmation, it must stand asthe declaration of one who had 
examined aletter of mine to Mr. Van Buren, and quoted from 
it the objectionable words placed between the inverted com. 


mas. A 
Mr. B.then read farther from the article: 


“He (Mr. Benton) will not deny that he then addressed a let- 
ter to the then Postmaster General, demanding the appoint- 
ment of Mr. Watson, on ihe ground of his sacrifices in con- 
nerion with the Argus; and that the appointment was abso- 
lutely made under these circumstances, inasmuch as no other. 
person recommended him.” 


Mr. B. said here was great precision of affirmation, and the 
use of italics, to fasten attention upon the main poinis, It spoke 
ofa Jetter to the then Postmaster General (Mr. Niles) from him, 
(Mr Benton;) gave itssupposed contents; decfared.that the ap- 
pointment was made for these reasons; and then avers that 
there was no other recommendation for Mr. Watson. All this 
assumes a knowledge of the papers and archives—the acis and 
the doings, the motives and the reasons, of what exists, and 
what doea not exist. in the Post Office Department —and ciaims 
for itself the full faith and credit which is due to a staiement 
made by the head of an office. Thus it must be understood by 
the country. Yet, how is the fact? True, or not true? Are 
my letters falsely or truly quoted? Are there, in fact, any such 
as those which are here blazoned to the public? Let the Senate 
recollect what I said yesterday. Recollect my callsat the Post 
Office Department for copies of my letters in relation to Mr. 
Watson’s appointment; my being referred to the Treasury De- 
partment; the absence of any such letters there; and the letter 
of the Postmaster General of the 7th of May, stating that there 
was a mistake in the answer | had recéived—that two of my let- 
ters had been found inthe Post Office Department, of which 
copies were sent, 


Mr. B. here read the letter ‘of the Postmaster General, 
he copies of his own sent him, as follows : 
‘ Posr OFFICE DEPARTMENT, 
5 May 7, 1842. 
Sra: Iwas mistaken on yesterday when I told you there were 
noletiers of yours on the executive files of this. department re- 
lating to the appointment of Mr. Watson, postmaster at St. 
Louis. Upon a more careful examination of those files, I have 
found to-day two, copies of which are enclosed, $ 
ee Lam, yours, &c., _ ; 
C. A. WICKLIFFE, | 


sand 


Hon: Tuomas H. Benton. 
RENATE CHAMBER, June 4, 1640. 

Sm: The Missouri’ delegation wish to be informed whether 
Mr, Thomas Watson, formerly deputy postmaster at Newbern, 
N. C., is in default to the department? and how long he was 
postmaster there? and whether, as such, he gave general satis- 
faction to the department? ee 

Our reasons for the inquiry are, that he is among those. re- 


“spectably recommended to us for an appointment ia St. Louis, 


where he now resides. And we would wish to. know whether 
his conduct heretofore furnishes any objection to him. i 
Yours, respectfully, 
THOMAS H. BENTON. 
Hon. Mr. Niues, Postmaster General. 


Wasutneron Crry, June 12; 1840." 


Sin: We recommend to you Thomas Watson, of St. Louis, 
Mo., for the place of deputy postmaster at that place, to suc- 
ceed Mr: Hunt, whose tèm will expire early in July. ` 

: THOMAS H. BENTON. 
LEWIS F. LINN. 
To the POSTMASTER GENERAL. 


Mr. B. said those three letters falsified the publication referred 
to in all its essential points, and showed the danger and injus- 
tice of attempting to make secrets of the Post Office archives 
—keeping them secret from those whom they concerned, and 
publishing false and garbled accounts of their contents! He 
(Mr. B,) averred, there were no letters of his, of the character 
given in the publication, If-so, let them be produced. The 
public offices are al} now in the hands of his political enemies. 
They had free access to all the letters'he had written to the ofti- 
ces and departments dating the twelve years his political 
friends were in power. ‘These letters.are in their hands. Let 
them publish them! Publish any, or all! I give them full 
leave to do so, and askeno secrecy. Full and fair copies I agree 
they may publish; but not garbled or falsified extracts, or in- 
ventions of their own, palmed on the public for mine!, 

Mr. B. having traced the publication in question to.a high 
department of this Government, it, of course, ceased to be a 
newspaper article, rose to a high eharacter, and connected itself 
with the inquiriy which the Postmaster General had instituted 
“in bis letter to the Senator from Illinois, {Mr. McRopgrts,] and 
in the movement which the Senator from Maryland. (Mr. MER- 
rrex} had made on this floor, relative to the publication of the 
four lettersin St. Louis, (Mr, Murrick here said that the Post- 
master General had not connected himself with his movements, } 
Very good, said Mr. B.; the Postmaster General began it, and I 
willend it. He inquired ofthe Senator from Ilinois, who it was 
that authorized the publication of the letters; and I inquire who 
it it is that made a publication outof the same bundle of letters, 
in a paper of thiscity. He complains of a breach of secrecy; 
and I say that he has violated his ownrule. He finds me to be 
theauthor of the publicationsin St: Louis, with my own name 
to what I did. I find him to be the author of the publication in 
the Madisonian, without his name to it- 

Mr. B. condemned this pretension to Post Office secrecy, and 

especially when the sccrevy wasto be one-sided—a secret to a 
member of Congress and his constituents, and no secret to those 
who would attack them; and, above all, when false and garblett 
accounts of these secrets are to be givenout. The case before 
the Senate showed the mischief of such pretended secrecy. Mr. 
Watson, the incumbent postmaster, was accused of crimes; 
the accusation would not only deprive him of his office, but of 
his character. The publication of the accusation has saved 
his character, although his office may go. A Senator is 
charged with demanding the appointment as a reward for party 
services; the papers show thatthedelegation from Missouri re» 
fer to the department for the character and conduct of Mr. Wat- 
son, before they would recommend him, and receive a copy of 
his account as postmaster at the principal town of North 
Carolina for twenty-five years, which shows him to have been a 
correct officér, and not in default. The copy of the account is 
now on file in the Senate, and isno secret. Any Senator can 
see and use it. The publication has shown that ihe President 
has been imposed upon; that Mr. Watson has done no act to 
bring him within the President’s rule for removals; that he isa 
fair and correct officer; one who only came into office a few 
months before the presidential election, against whom the im- 
putation of using political influence is not even pretended; and 
the charges of other misconduct made by the father-in-law of 
Mr. Churchill contradicted by those who were vouched to sus- 
tain them, and admitted by the accuser to be unsupported! 
The President has been deceived and imposed upon, and Jed to 
do an act which violates his inaugural address; and the publica- 
tions which have taken place will prove it to be so. 
& Mr. B. said the case wasan extraordinary one, and was occupy- 
ing much attention at St. Louis, and there was but one opinion in 
relation to it, The post office at St. Louis had remained near 
twenty years in the hands of a gentleman of opposite politics— 
near twelve years of it under General Jackson and Mr. Wan Bu- 
ren. He (Mr. B.) refused to concur in any proposition to re- 
move him, because he wasa correct man. At the expiration of 
his term in July, 1840, Mr. Watson, a gentleman of our poli- 
tics, is appointed. In November General Harrison is elected 
President, In February he comes to Washington, followed by 
suitors for this office—ansong others, by the person now appoint- 
ed. General Harrison refuses to make the change, for there 
was no misconduct imputed to Mr. Watson. General Harri- 
son dies--is succeeded by Mr. Tyler, who fs again assailed for 
this office—among others, by the person now appointed—and 
who refuses to make any change; for there was no blame on 
Mr. Watson. Al the applicants retire, (and, to the cred t of 
most of them, be it told, that they only asked tbe office upon the 
condition that the removal was ordered independent of them:) 
the question is considered settled, that Mr. Watson is not to be 
touched; when the person now named, backed by his connnex- 
ions, returns to the charge, returns to the seat of Government, 
and at the end of three months geta a nomination from thẹ 
President, ` 


G 


Mr, MERRICK then obtained the floor,and Madea téw mae 


“Phe Sénatorfrom Maryland [Mr. Merxicx] is informed that 


_CONGRESSIONAI 


tution authorizing Congress to pass thi 


ag the 


slaw! o 


Mr. Churchill is not a connexion of the Postmaster Gen irksy | è 
, ta z : eneral; remarká; but before concluding; the morning hour i ene” ss A Se 
rut do yor i eall him const 4 put we neues to him. The subject was then passed OE aformaly. hadezp iredi] ty Taking “po bi the oher was the. pomer given (6 Congre 
eral called him‘epusin.] ren of the Postmaster Gen- Mr. BEVIER presented the petition of William Strong, of |} high seas, cad ofertes Qg Oin ana rey commitiga: on, the. 
e hod | erhia must Bay Se Taio hedi Arkansas, praying indemnity for losses sustained in consttuct- || sec. 8, of the Constit tio against the Law of nations.’ 
in Batabano he must pave go rom the old peo- ing embankments on the United States road leading from Mem- ||- On this provision | th Constitution he resi ; covering 
ig own. He has not moved heaven a cont Sefe h ee phis; Tennessez, to Little Rock, Arkansas; which was referre the whole. ground. There « vat beg ie renied, Be covers 
P acteedea ae aerator and earth to effect his ap- to the Committee on Claims. f . ihe right of Congre re could be no question, ‘herera oa. 
places; but he hi d whi he Ani fecti either ot those Un motion of Mr. SEVIER, Pennsylvania iene 7 iT Tere tnis law,and the Sensor fone 
Por e I ias move X ar he can toel kecti he has moved Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be instruct- really was, a8 ah Raber was none; but the whole question 
bags the die m typ a a i i ze Suseel Is, will y ed to inquire into the expediency of paying to F. A. Kerr his did not go one-tenth of the } rats Pcie bears ney u 
à f aving effected a Violation of the President’s travelling expenses, and as agent for controlling and issuing cages fo which this BEE cee it aileni go i ends ne 
g 3 4 


role against removals. 


rations tothe O Indi j J82 i h : 
sage Indians, in the years 1838 and 1839. law of ‘nations, over which Congress kad undoubted control. 


Mr. B; said the Senator from Maryland (Mr. Murric# wished Mr. SEVIE ; i i 
to treat the resolution whieh he fae a ee a iik a ante EVIER, fom en heag: paons, Bisa 2 The only question, he conceived, which could remain, Was, 
appealed to him to withdraw it: Mr. B. rather considered his ordered to a second, reading 4 wee what court should have jurisdiction in such a case as that of 
opposition to it as a joke, and appealed to him to cease it, "Mr. LINN gave notice that he would, on to-morrow morni McLeod, This, he argued, was settled in the necescary charge 
End asi ae : ; Pre er 5 ramg, which the General Government had over the laws of the United 
nd äs it may, said Mr. B., I have accomplished my object. uring the morning hour, ask the Senate to take up for consid- States, in which the law of nati i ; but 
L Have ttaéed the publication in the Madisenian to the Post E the bil to jademnify Major General Andrew Jackson for |} didnot dth aw of nations was incorporated; but he 
Office D AR ar aeee t , n e tha oneith aad ot contend that the jurisdiction of the Federal Government 
epartment. @ shown it tobe false in relation to e one thousand dollar fine, and the adverse report of the Ju- was exc} nat 
myself, and a violation of the ralés which claim secrecy for the diciary Committee on the same i aes usive ever every case controlled by the law ofnatdna 
papers and archives of the office. A Mr. YOUNG, on leave, introduced a bill for the relief of a a any of tke, Unon; casca affecting the national 
Mr. LINN said he thought they must now be afl pretty well Daniel B. Bush; which was read’ twice, and referred to the volved in the enumerated funcions of Government... 7 
convinced that an entire removal of the injunction of secrecy omme on the Public Lands. 7 3 : i He referred to the arguments of the Senatcr from Penngylva- 
from the executive sessions of the Senate would be of decided A ec Penale then proceeded to the consideration of the special nia, [Mr. Bucranay,] grounded on the decision of the court in 
vantage. Jt was clearly perceived to act injuriously in a great order o Pe e, ay, being the bill to provide further remedial jus- the case of Martin, and quoted passages from the answer of the 
number of cases} and in many anomalous cases, (such as the tice im the district courts of the United States. court to Mr. Barbour’s arguments against the power. ofthe 
present, in which: his: hofidrable colleague was coneerned,) the Mr. CHOATE agreed with the Senator from Georgia, (Mr. Supreme Court to remove cases from State tribunals’ till after 
question occurred as to What ought to be coneidered secret, and || BERRIEN, Jand the Senator from Pennsylvania, {Mr. Bucuan- || judgment. ; E 
what ought not. Persons were permitted, hé believed, by the AN,] in regarding this as a very important bill. It was. un- [This brought up explanations from Mr. BUCHANAN smd ar 
heads of departments to examine, and even to copy of commit doubtedly of paramount importance to exercise the constitu. || guments from Mr. CuoaTE; all of which being technical, and 
ie Tiemoiy, the contents of any paper or letter which wasthere | tional jurisdiction of the national tribunal to.a sufficient extent Involving nice legal distinctions. we necessarily’ “omit, lest we 
led, He believed this was 50; although other Senators, he had to effect one of the great objects of the Federal Government— _might misstate points with which we are net conversant.) 
no doubt, had better opporcnuities.of knowing the fact, as he which is to take charge of, adjust, and control, the foreign rela- He next. argued the expediency of the moseure: He cone 
seldom troubled himself with any examination, personally, at tions of the country, He had no doubt that he should beable to || tended that, in every respect, it was better the Federal Govern 
any of the departments. As regarded the éasé of Bfr. Watson, satisfy the Senate that the bill now under consideration was not ment ‘should have jurisdiction. over such ‘cases. as that of 
he (Mv. Lins) never anticipated that anything like a charge only ‘constitutional but indispensable. Before he advanced to McLeod, than that any State should exercise it - He contended’ 
against his honorable colleague would have grown out of it. the clause in ihe Constitution. under which he considered the it would be better for the individual accused ; for the, preserva- 
The only charge that could be asserted, however, he was weil provisions of the pill authorized, he begged leave to say that tion of peace with foreign countries ;, for the. mutual interests 
assured, cauld only be made for political purposes. The Sen- this power is consé¢uent upon the functions of Government, de- of nations ; and for this country itself. Soe 
ator from Illinois had had the correspondence brought up, and puted by the Constitution itself in other respects, and without For the numerous reasons he had adduced, he. would give 
his (Me, L.'s) colleague and himself had looked over 4 partof that which the judicial power wouid be ineficient in instances this bill his hearty concurrence. f 2 
Mr. HUNTINGTON next obtained the floor, but offered to 


where most needed in support of the harmonious action of 


éofréspondence} and he recollected that his colleague siated his ba. AT i 
Government. Thisview he illustrated by the analogous and 


iotention to publish one of the léttera;--2 determination which he i > 
tMr. L.) was very far froin opposing, as fic Believed no harm undisputed power of the judicial department in relation to 
tould possibly arise from its publication. AN the contemptu. civil cases between the States and subjects of forcign powers, 
biis language in the Madisonian, intimating that the honorable One great object of establishing the judicial department, and 
Senator had been giiilt? of an improper act in authorizing the t making ita co-ordinate branch of the Government, was, that it 
publication of that letter, was altogether frivotoas and without might promote and maintain peace between this confederation 
foundation; and he was a little surprised that his honorable and the rest of the world. In referring to the Federalist as an 
colleague had felt it necessary to take any notice ofthe mater, ji authority for his argument on this head, he pronounceda glow. 
He (Mr. Linn) did not wish to derive any credit to himself |) 108 eulogium on the writers of that book. He then quoted 
for justifying the conduct of his honorable colleague; it would largely {tom the book itself. The tendency of the quotations 
hot e justly his due, for he could net consider it a very high was to show that the peace of the whole Union ought not to be 
metit io applaud where he certainly had no reason to con- left m a condition to be jeoparded bya fragmentary pan; 
demn. A similar letter from the same gentleman had for- and heiice the necessity of Eiving to the Judicial deparuncnt all 
erly been published, having been taken from the files in the contro} over both criminal ‘and civil causes between the States 
‘ar Office for that purpose. The publication of that letter and foreigners, whose rights may depend on the law of nations 
to their own Governments. He referred to 


hè (Mr. LINN) very much approved, arid he had quite as iitt} or their allegiance 
ae 7A ; paee ie the debates in convention with regard to the jurisdiction of the 


yield it to any gentleman opposed to the bill, who might feet 
disposed to reply ta the Senator from Massachuset’s. As, howe 
ever, it was then half-past 3 o’clock, and too late to proceed 
with the discussion this evening, he would moye te go into 
executive session. ; : 

The Senate, accordingly, went into executive sessign; and, 
after some time spent therein, adjourned. ` 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tourspay, May 10,142... 7», 
Mr. BROCKWAY, by reason (as the reporter ucderstoody 
of continued indispositios, asked to be discharged from further 
duly asa; member of the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
oads. G eaa 
. Tho motion was agreed to; aud Mr. B. was excused accords 
ingly. : 
mr. CALHOUN, on leave given, offered the folowing resos ' 


féakon to disapprove of the publication of the present. ; : s RAe i n 

knew nothing about thé rules which govern the depart- national tribunals, in which it was laid down aga general prin- || ution, which was adopted: 

ments in thia matter; but he thought that, at least, upon ciple, that such jurisdiction should extend to all cases involving : 5 a 

the occurrence of an anomalous case, like this, it would be the national peace and harmony. He contended from this, Resolved, That the Secretary of Wat report t9 this Houses 

proper to take up the inquiry, But it would be still that, in carrying out the principle in detail, the National Legis- as soon as practicable, a schednie of the pay and emoluments 

Weter, he was fully convinced, ‘to remove the injunction of Jatuze was bound to keep in view the general object as far as of the officers ofthe army of the United States, above the grade 

secresy, a regards the executive sessions of the Senate. the letter of the Constitution did not probibit expressly, and to of second lieutenants, and setting forth specifically the commi 
tation value of aj] emoluments ofevery description. ay 


embrace such cases as that of McLeod; which might jeopard 


If this were done, the Executive officer of this Government ae 
The SPEAKER laid before the Louse several communis, 


would be exceedingly carefulas to the recommendations which the general peace. R : P 
he offered, Persons who had made themselves useful in aiding He would now proceed to thefquestion, whether this power . tions, which were, read, and ordered to be.printed, an whiclt. 
an executive officer. in acquiring power, came here for the re- was to be found in the enumerated powers of the Constitution, are of the following purport: ae oar 
ward of their services., ‘This was notat all extraordinary; it In the second section of the third article of the Constitution, A leter from B. F. Butler, esq. late Attorney: General off w 
ould be so under all administrations. Bad men were ever among the enumerated powers given te the judicial Jepart- the United States, stating he is informed that charges concern 
Host forsvard to assert their claims, and by means of the white: ment, is that extending its jurisdiction to “controversies be- ing bis official conduct are contained’ in certain reports from. 
washing to which the injunction of secrecy affords so great fa- tween iwo ox more States; between a State and citizens of persons acting as commissioners to examine into the affairs of 
cilities, they very frequently succeed in attaining their object. He another State; between citizens of different States; between the New York custom-house; asking for a copy of so. much of 
(Mr. Linn) would be glad to see that miunction taken off; he citizens of the same State claiming lands under granis of dif- said reports as concerns hin; and that he may be allowed'to de- 
had uo secrets as regarded himself, and it was with reluctance ferent States; and between a Stale, or the citizens thereof, and fend himself from any imputations therein contained upon bis: 
that he became the depository of the secrets of any ene, or of foreign States, citizens, or subjects.’ Mr. ©. here dwelt for official conduct. =. . aire 
any patty; he felt even inclined to Jook upon them with dis- scorziderable time on the point that “controversies,” in this A letter from William B. Lewis, esq. Second Auditor of the 
trtist, Let the injunction of secrecy be taken off, and the course clause, applied equally to criminal cases as to civil cases. He Treasury, referring to the Jetter of the Second Comptroller of 
the Treasury, appended to the report of the Committee on Ex- 


ld be sv clearly defined that each would know referred to Luther Martin and. Governor Randolph, as well as 
He (Mr. Linn) various other authorities, to show the synonymous use of the 
terms “cases? and “controversies.” The second paragraph of 


penditures in the case of Captain Collins, and defending his of. 
ficial conduct against impressions injurious to him, which he. 
conceives said report. to be calculated to make. * 


of all parties wou 
precisely what was correct and what was not. [ 
would not have considered it necessary to make any observa- 


tions upon this subject, were it not, that he was uowilling that the same section and article of the Constitution, just quoted, ee 
ìt should go to his constituents that he condemned the conduct says: “In all cases affecting ambassadors, other public ministers _ Aletter from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting the 
Of hia honorable colleague, when it was not the case. Me had and consuls, and those in which a State shall be a party, the information called for by the House, in relation to the clerkships. 
done no such thing. Whena difference did occur, if it ever ` j| Supreme Court shall have original jurisdiction.” Here the of the circuit and district courts of the United States in the dis- 
should, it would then be time enough to assert that difference. word euses was aynonymous with controversies; for, undoubt- tricts of New York and Mississippi. 
The subject would probably come up in another place, and he edly, either would include the same class of causes over which Sundry depesitions in relation to the contested election. of 
(Mr, Lins) would then give his opinion upon it, as fully as the original jurisdiction is given. He combated the nicety of dis- Davip Levy, asthe Delegate to Congress from the Territory of 
question demanded. tinction attempted by the advocates of State rights, that contro- Florida. g 

Mr. PRESTON made some remarks, touching the course of toners”. coua alone maan civit casn ane ne tinina cases; Mr. HOLMES, on leave given, presented a memorial of Rob- 
the departments with reference to matters on file, Ie had because the latter, being more essennany all. & boy ery Poo: ert Mills, architect of the public: buildings in the city.of Wash- 
never been able, from such course, to comè toa decision in his ciple of sovereignty, even the r ht of a. or judgment ington, complaining that great injustice bax beet done him: in, 
own mind as to what was confidential and what was not. It could not be yielded without impairing the soversigs power, the report of the commissioners appointed to ‘inquire into the 

more than the concession of revision m civil cases. Cases condition of the public buildings, and which has since beer en- 


seems that, while they refuse to let persons have copies of let- oes : wed z 
: y p p arising out. of the Jaw of nations inherently belonged to the bodied in the report of the Committee on Public + xpenditures 


ters on file, they permit the same persons to read over the con- NE MS Sa es ; 

tenis hoes todas, and, as might be done, commi: them to Federal jurisdiction. : Mik ae, of this House; and complaining further, that his letters to the 

memory. He yeferred to a letter of his own, which was in- The bill under consideration involved two principles of Fed- commissioners, explanatory and jostificarory, have not appear 

tended to give certain information, in confidence, to the Post OF eval power—the law-making power, and the right of jurisdic: ed with the report; and praying that the said letters. which ac- 

fice Department, which, insiead of being held as a personal ton. He putthe right to make such a law on two grounds: company his memerial, may be printedand attached to thedec- ~ 
first, on the general power of Congress to pass any and all laws uments in the premises. 


Mr. H. moved that the memorial be printed, on the same 
ground that the letter of Mr. Butler had been printed; because, 
(Mr. H. was understood to say,) being a case of injustice, it re- 


document, (as it should have been,) was placed on the files of e - 
the office; and at last, through the access given to the archives necessary for the execution of enumerated powers; and, next, 
of the department, was made public. He thought it should be on the ground of such a law being within the scope of the enu- 

dered confidential, and merated powers. These two points he argued at great length. 


properly defined what was to be consi J r r t i 
whatnot, that Senators and standing commitiees might govern He contended that such a Jaw asthis contemplated was notonly quired to be refuted. : x 
themselves accordingly: as it was, they could not know. So necessary and proper, but indispensable for enabling the Gen- The memorial was taidon the table and ordered to be printed. 
far ashe was concerned, as the head of one of the standing eral Government to carry out its enumerated powers over for- GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the House resolved itself inte 


n executive | eign relations, commerce, trade, peace, and war. The Consti- 


committees, he had always considered tatters oL an daf t holds the G 1 Go ment responsible for the peace 

character, which were laid before that committee, a8 OF a con- ution holds the Genera vernment respons r the h aan ee ie k 

fidential nature, aod had governed himeelf accordingly. Me and barmony not only of the whole Union and its integral Coraintites una bote ie) ant Le ant 
servation of peace with the world. he APS : tinade by the Senate to the bill ma 


eraron of the amendmen 


wished some rule would be adopted, defining what should be paris, but for the pres 
king appropriations forthecivil and diplomatic expenses of Gov- 


lution before the Senate could does not permit a foreign State or power to address iiself to a 


heida con Adendo Hedi hink d Id resnit le State of this Union. In all cases growing out of external 

not effect that object. He did not think any good could resnit single State of this on. l ses growing | : 

from its adaption: and hoped the Senator would not press ii relationa, the whole Union is one and indivisible; and hence, ernment for Me Te he Senate to item No. 173 being under 

especially as he had placed in juxtaposition with the charge of from the very nature of its responsibilisies for any breach of a re in the following words: 

violation of confidence, the fact, that if there was any guilt at the laws of a us must pee Rothe win the pow- Tin era es ae agén S NE ET 
i was equall er of providing such means an passing such laws as may ‘or a aw agent, assis ‘ ji 

ich tne eleres emanated Tad M R x jes. under acts providing for thesetiiement of private land 


torney, ` 


ali, the saurce from whi 
claims in Florida, three thousand five hundred and thirty-five 


- guilty ; that the Senator had had access to, and had made use 


enable it to perform its national duties. He next took the 
of, the same letters upon which the charge was founded. | 


ground that there wers two enumerated powers in the Consti- 


elghty-two: cente: Provided, That-no: allowance 
‘hereafter be made“for.compensation.to the law agent, as“ 
sistant counsel, or xtra febs tothe diatrict. attorney: of Florida, 
for attending to the settlement of private ‘land claims in Flori» 


aren á J 

». Mi; FILLMORG, from. the Committee of Ways and Means, 
moved toamend the amendment by adding: “And that the said 
office ‘of-Jaw- agent, and the: power to employ assistant counsel, 
are hereby abolished. ~ R E T Aa 
o Phis amendment was agreed tö; and the. améndment-of the 
Senate, aa thus ainended, was-concurred in, 

o!Therathendment of the Senate striking out “five thousand 


~ dollars to complété, and put: in a suitable condition for occupa- 
tion, the: marine hospital at Mobile,” aad: substituting “fifteen | 
the 1d dollars,’ being under-consideration—= Sy 
Mi, GWIN. moved ‘to amend the amendment by adding 


the following: 


< Joline ZH, strike out $15,000, and insert-“'$65,000: provided 
thatthe sum.of $50,000 be applied forthe survey of the coast 
nlf of Mexico, to cominence as near the mouth of the 
: river Sabine as the localities of the country will permit ; and 
that a portion of the corps of topographical engineers, together 
‘with: auch of the vessels ofthe home squadron as may be adapt- 
ed.ta. thë purpose, be émiployed, under the direction ofthe Pres. 
Ident of the United States, to execute this work; and that the 
Instruments, and other materials in pogsession of the. War and 
Navy Departments, heretofore used in other surveys, be trans: . 
farred to this work.” 
The CHAIR decided the amendment to be out of order, 
The amendment of the Senate was then concurred in, 
‘The amendment of the Senate, striking out the following item, 
‘wasconcurred in ; . 
._ No. 178. To put in a suitable condition for occupation the 
marine hospital at Mobile, $10,000,” 
~The amendment of the Senate, amending the following item 
asit. passed the Mouse: ; 
` No..179. Forcompleting. the custom-house at Boston, fifty 
thousand dollars: Provided, That the sum hereby appropriated 
be expended, under the direction of the Secretary of thé Treas- 
ury, in fitting and preparing said building for the use of the col- 
lector of the port of Boston and ‘his officers, and not in the ĉon- 
tinuation of any ornamental parts thereof ;”” so as to readsin- 
ly as follows.:"“For the custom-house ‘at Bosten, $100,000,” 
Peng nextinorder— . s 
< Mr. FILLMORE, from the Committee of Ways and. Means, 
moved that the committee concur with the Senate in striking 
out the word “completing ;? and non-concur with the Senate 


in:striking out,450,000 and inserting $100,000. 

, Mx. JONES of Virginia opposed the increase ofthe apprapri- 
ation, and showed that the building had already cost over 
$600,000, although tho original estimate, under which the pas. 
sage of the first appropriation was obtained, was but $50,000, 
The original Jaw, he said, authorized the purchase of a site and 
the building ofthis custom-house, and appropriated $50,000 for 
completing the whole work; provided that those to whose man- 
agement the subject should be intrusted should be of opinion 
that it could be completed for that sum, added to the proceeds of 
the eale of the old custom-huuse. k 

Mr. J. referred to-and read the original law. He said he was 
not.aufiiciently acquainted with the progross of the work to 
form, an exact estimate of the sum that would be necessary 


for. the complotion, of the buitding; but he should su 
thst, afler 8600; had been expended, $50,000 ought now to be 


be sufficient to complete the building, and probably five or six 
times thatsum would be required. He thought it’ would be a 
matter ofoconomy, at this ume, toappropriate $100,000 instead 
of $50,000. 

Messra, ADAMS, WHITE, and PARMENTER 
spoko in favor of increasing the appropriation, 

‘Mr. MERIWETHER opposed the appropriation as extrava- 
gant and unnecessary, and contended that the practice of run- 
ning up the expenditures on public buildings to such extrava. 
gant lengths, without the authority of law, and in the absence of 
appropriations, wae an abuse that ought to be corrected; and, 
iv conclusion, contrasted the prodigal expenditure of seven or 
sight hundred thousand dollars. for the Boston custom-house, 
with the economy that refused an appropriation of twenty thou- 
sand for the custom-house at Savannah. 


My JONES of Virginia confessed that he was aston} 
when. he: heard the chairman of the Committee of ishod 
Means aay that five or six times the amount appropriated by 
“ho House would’ be necessary to complete the building, par- 
ticularly when: bo considered “that over $600,000 had already 
been expended. ‘It must bé apparent that there was something 
iadically wrong in tho manner of expending the public money on 
the public buildings. It had generally been the Case, that thé ex. 
penditarea on them were run up'to‘an unlimited amount beyond 
the original estimates, by those who had the charge of the busi- 
ness; and bis object was to do something to cure this evil, It seem- 
ed thatit had hitherto been only necessary to get the sanction of 
Congress, in the first instance, by submitting a low estimate: 
į Commence the work; make the contracts to any amount; and then 
Congress were told that, unless the appropriations were cons 
tinued, great injury would be dono, particularly to the laboring 
* class ofthe community. No one was more desirous than he 
was toavoid inflicting injury on that class of his fellow-citizens,; 
he would not inflict it on any class: but he thought it high time 
to do something to arrest this greatand growing evil, Ie knew 
of no mode of arresting it, but by Withholding the appropria- 
tion; aod, as he was desirons of keeping the public expendi- 
tures under the contro! of Congress, he would not hesitate to do 
go, When the public agents entered into expenditures not author- 
ized by law. ` 
Mr. SALTONSTALL said that the subject had been so fully 
discussed when the bill was before under consideration, that he 
snould not have taken part in the debate, but for some remarks 
of the two gentlemen who had immediately preceded him, and 
who were not present at the former discussion, and on account 
of the necessary absence of his friend and colleague, [Mr. 
Winrmror.] Toe gentleman from Virginia and his friends 
seemed to have found, of late, abundant occasions for reform— 
for change from the course of their own Administrations, He 
„complains. loudly of improvidence and wasteful extravagance 
in the erection of-our public buildings; but it was too late for 
_ aay effectual retrenchment. of the evil, if any had been done. 
he public huildige are all com leted, ornearly so. He referred 
ie Treasury and other buildin 
Guies ia New: York an 


ough, | i 
Mr. FILLMORE replied, contending that $50,000 would not 


severally 


8 iw Washington, and to the 
‘Boston. MrB. deniéd that 


: there had beey 


. céalment.. Every 


any deception’ or designed misrepresentation as 
tothis building, Why the original appropriation was made in 


the ‘form it was; he knew hot. No. one acquainted with the 


‘value. of:land and the cost of erecting buildings in Boston, 
could have supposed that a custom-house could be built there 
for $50,000, in addition to the proceeds of the sale of the prea: 
ent establishment, The tandin any part of that city suitable 


for the purpose must cost a larger stim than the. whole appro- ` 


priation. It ought to be recollected. that, before any expendi- 
ture was made, the sum of $200,000 was appropriated, without 
-any limitation as.to the, cost.of the building... The’ plan was 
agreed upon, all the appropriations were-made, and the build- 
ing has so far been erected, by the predecessors of the present 
Executive and the present Congress. . There has been no con- 
thing has-been done with the full knowledge 
and approbation of the Secretary of the Treasury. What is 
to be gained by now withholding’ the necessary appropriations 
for. completing the building? For what purpose shall it be suf- 
fered to remain in ity unfinished state?. It has-been said, as a 
rebuke. A rebuke to whom? It will be no punishment to those 
who alone are responsible—to the former Executive, or former 
Congresses. A i y ; 
This Congress is not responsible for the carelessness or mis- 
conduct of its predecessors. But he did not know that there 
was any guilt to be punished in any quarter. The expense-has, 
no doubt, greatly exceeded what was anticipated. This is a 
common case with the Government, and with individuals also, 
who undertake to erect buildings in any other way than by ex- 


press or minute contracts. It has been contended by many that | 


all public works, including ships of war, should be built in this 
way—on contracta with responsible persons. It may be so; but 
it is too Jate to apply the remedy to the rast. The appropria» 
tion isnot wanted, as the gentleman from Virginia has suggested, 
to complete a building to which the people may refer with 
pride, as a specimen of national architectural taste and beauty; 
but to prevent it from remaining in its unfinished statė to be 
pointed at with shame asa national diegrace, Mr. S. contended 
that true economy required a cencurrence with the Senate, that 
the commissioners might go on with the work; and that a small 
appropriation would be of little use, as it would all be exhaust- 
edin the payment of arrearages, and perhaps the purchase of 
some materials. The dismissal of the workmen and mechanics 
would be a great public loss. He also contended that it would 
be injudicious to undertake to prescribe. to what. part of the 
work the money sbould be applied. The building is to be 
erected on a certain plan, and the whole might be marred by gi- 
recting that the ornamental work shall be omitted. Who is to 
decide what is ornamental, as distinct from vseful? Ie be- 
lieved that there was but one opinion in Boston on the subject— 
thata suitable appropriation ought to. be made for the prosecu- 
tion of the work, The former vote in the House had caused 
universal surprise. - 

The amendment was further sustained by Mr. CUSHING 
and by Mr. CALUOUN, who, although he had resisted ap- 
propriations for such magnificent buildings for business pur- 
poses in the first instance, was yet iv favor, as the building had 
progressed so far, of making a respectable appropriation to 
complete it. 

After some remarks from Messrs. PROFIT, PARMEN- 
TER, ADAMS, and McKAY— 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia, after a few observations, said thatit 
was agreed on all handsthat it would cost at least $350,000 to fin- 
ish the building according to the plan which had heretofore been 
followed; and when 1t was known, and nobody contested it, that 
the building at present sodas a custom- house was amply sufli- 
cient for the public service, he submitted to fentlemen on the 
otherside whether it was not unnecessary to make this large out- 
lay of money, at a time when the Treasury wasso much embar- 
rassed. He did not speak at a venture when he asserted that 
the expenditure was unnecessary. He was truly informed that 
the custom-house at present used was amply sufficient to ac- 
commoedate the collector and all his officers; and gentlemen 
could not get over this fact. It was an old-fashioned notion of 
the pilgrim-fathers of New England, when they got out an 
expenditure that exceeded their means, to'stop it, and wait for 
better times. It was a rule that met his hearty concurrence; 
and he hoped it would be followed up on the present occa- 
sion. But the geneman from Massachusetts on his left [Mr. 
Cusine] asked his colleague if it would not be unjust to Bos- 
ton to cut down the appropriation to $50,000; and, in the same 
breath, said that the extravagant appropriations already made 
for this object were the acts of his colleague and his friends, 
and not of him and his friends. It would be sufficient answer 
to this to say that times are essentially different now from 
whatthey were when theso appropriations were made. Then, 
the Treasury was fall to overflowing; and now, it wag bank- 
rupt. He would, however, ask the gentleman if he did not go 
heart and hand for these appropriations. Mr. S. would ven- 
ture to assert that every one of the New England gentlemen 
voted for them; and yet the gentleman endeavoreg to throw off 
the responsibility on the party then‘in the ascendancy. He 
woald put it to the gentleman himself, if it was: not unjust in 
him to throw off the responsibility on others. Mr. S. was will- 
ing that an appropriation of $100,000 should be made, with a 
proviso that should restrict the expenditure to enclosing the 
building, and protecting it from the weather. He wished to 
stop further appropriations ull the Treasury should be in a bet- 
ter condition. 

Mr. FILLMORE (foregoing the explanation and vindica- 
tion of hisown course and voteson this question) made a most 
urgent appeal to the committee to Jet the question be taken. 
The tinal passage of this bill was a matter of great importance; 
all the facts and arguments relative to the pending question had 
been fully gone over ona former occasion as well as now, and 
there were yet a number of Senate amendments which remain- 
ed to be acted upon. He urgently appealed to the House to let 
the question be taken. 

After some further remarks from Mr. ADAMS, in favor of 
the amendment of the Senate— * 

Mr. SHIELDS of Alabama said he would detain the commit- 
tee buta moment, His object was mainly to make an explana- 
tion inthe way of reply to a portion of the remarks which had 
failen from the gentleman from New York, ia which he urged 
that the committee should concur in the amendment of the 
Senate to this clause of the bill, inasmuch as it had just concur- 
red in another amendmentof the Senate, which increased the 
appropriation towards the completion-of the marine hospital 
at Mobile from ten thousand to fifteen thousand dollars, He 
wisbed to put the gentleman right as to the facts of the case to 
which he had alluded. The amendment of the Senate to that 
part of the bill relating to the hospital at Mobile didnot increase 


the appropriation; but merely consolidated the two clauses into: 


- House, contained two clauses—one’ appropriating five thi 


- It was merely.a question of form, and not of substance. 


, of the Senate, striking out the word “completing;” which 


oné, retaining the aggregate of the sums appropriated by-the® ` 
bilas it went from fos House. -When the bill. was firstreport-._ 


..ed to this House by the Committee of Ways and Means, it con- 


tained a clause appropriating five thousand doWars only tothe ; 
completion of the marine hospital.at Mobile, : 
He then called the attention of the Committee of Ways.and.. 


“Means to the entire inadequacy of the sum, and referred them’ 
- to a report from the Committee on Commerce, 


made two years: | 

since, recommending the appropriation of twenty thousand. 
dollars to. that: object., The result was, that the Committee of: 
Ways and Means instructed their chairman to move an amende.: 
ment to the bill whilst yet in Committee of the Whole; whi h- 
he did, and which consisted of an additional clause appro] 
ingten thousand dollars. more: Thus-the bill, as reporte 
the Committee of the Whole to thè House, and as it pass 


sand dollars, and the other ten thousand dollars— fifteen thon: 
sand dollars, in the aggregate, to the completion of the hospital. 
at that place. The amendment of the Renate: merely consoli; 
dated thesé two clauses into one, appropriating the same amount.” 


Ife said he would avail himself of that occasion—for fear he” 
might be cut off by the application of the previous question'in | 
the House from saying any thing, if it should be necessary, to“ 
sustain this item.in ihe. bill--to urge upon gentlemen thi 
lute necessity of retaining the amountappropriated by the-dit 
as it passed the House, and had been confirmed by the Senate.* 
It was the smallest amount, he felt confident, from all the infor.’ 
mation he had obtained, which would answer any useful pur. . 
pose. He referred to the estimate made by the architect, and 
transmitted by the collector of the portof Mobile to, the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, and by him to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, in which the sum of fifteen thousand dollars was 
represeiited as being absolutely necessary to put the buildingin 
a condition fit for occupation by. fifty patients, which was just’ 
half the number it was originally designed to accommiodate. 
It had been originally projected on the scale of an hospitalof thi 
first class. The sum proposed to be appropriated would fit 
for the accommodation of the number of patients which hos 
tals of the second class only. were-designed to accommodate:: 


He would have made.these remayks, lie said, “before, if any: 
objection had been made to a coneurrence in the alteration of 
form proposed by the amendment of the Senate, when that part? 
of theiramendmenis was under consideration. He hoped gen- 
tlemen would bear the facts he had stated in mind. when they | 
came to act upon this amendment in the House. 0° wio 


1n reference to the proposition how under.consideration, (the 
amendment of the Senate proposing. to appropriate one hune; 
dred thousand, instead of fif y thousand, dollars to. the Boston: 
custom-house,) his mind had undergone some change from the, 
investigation he had given to the papers in possession af ther. 
chairman of the Commitee of Ways and Means, which, thal 
gentleman had heen kind enough to submit to his inspection:, 
lt appeared that this sum was but two-thirds of the amountiesti- 
mated by the architect and commissioners as: necessary tobe 
expended during the ensuing year towards the completion of 
that building. The amount estimated was one hundred: and 
fifty thousand dollars; the whole amount, estimated as being: 
sufficient for the entire, completion of the building was three 
hundred thousand. dollars. , The estimates, he said, were ren-- 
dered more in detail than they had been in the commencement 
of the building; and on that account, he. supposed, were. enti- 
tled to more respect. Something more was necessary’ to entitle 
them to respect than anything heretofore connected with estis: 
mates from that quarier, if we were to be at all guided by. 
experience. ae 


He adverted to the estimates originally made of the cost of 
the building; how far the amount already expended had ex- 
ceeded those estimates, being something near eighty thousand 
dollars; and to the fact, that still three hundred thousand dollars: 
more would be necessary to complete the establishment. He 
alluded to the ornamental character of several items ih the 
estimates—the dome, which it was proposed to. rear'upon'the 
roof of the building; and asked of what utility this dome could, 
be? .Gentlemen tell me, he. said, that it is necessary to: afford: 
light to the central parts.of the building. This might be. so; 
and still he had ho doubt. that. much money would be wnneces.. 
sarily expended upon it, with a view.to splendor, magnificence, 
and sublimity of appearance, He: had observed much extray. 
agance, great waste of money, with but littlé-taste, in the rear- 
ing of domes upon costly:.buildings. . That. hall’ presented. a 
monument of that character; A tp gente ate ee 

In reference to this building, he said, which was to cost’ the 
Government the roundsunv of one million, of dollars, the. Gov. 
verhment had gotits hand into thelion’s mouth. Tt had already 
expended six hundred and ninety-six thousand dollars ; andthe 

1d be expended during the 


question now was, How much shou 
ensuing year, to keep the building in, progress, and, if not: to 
keep it in progress, to prevent decay? Upon a view of all the 
facts, he felt disposed to concur inthe amendment of the Sen: 


ate, which increased the appropriation of the.House from: filly. 
cent. This scemed to be a middle ground; and if the commit 
3: 
com- 
stood thus : ayes 60, nocs 31, Tno quorum voting.] 
voting.) 


to one hundred thousand dollars, but was short of the estimates 
submilted by the architect and. commissioners some 334 per 
tee should concur in the amendment of the Senate, hie had pié“, 
pared, and would offer, another amendment; providing: that the 
sum appropriated should be expended exclusively. in‘ j: 
pletion of the substantial, necessary parts of the building. =: 
_, Fhe question was then taken, first, on concurring-with the 
Senate in striking out the word “ completing;” and. the vote 
Tellers (Messrs. ARNOLD and Smitu of Virginia) were ap- 
pointed, and the vote stood—ayes 79, noes 34, {atill’ no quorum 
The committee then rose, and the chairman reported that fact 
to the House. : 


It was now ten minutes past 20’clock. $ 

Mr. WELLER moved that thore be a call.of the House: 
which moticn was agreed to. Z 4 

And the roll having been called, 186 members answered to 
their names. $ 

A quorum being now present, on motion of Mr, FILLMORE 
all further proceedings in the call were dispensed with, ve 

The question then recurred and was taken on the amendment 


amendment was concurred in. ne 

The question recurred and was taken on the amendmé; 
the Senate, striking out $50,000 and inserting $100, á 
vots stood—ayeg 59, noes 66, 4 See 


san ht committee -non-coneurred in the amendment of the 
Er oa f P A ee 

Thequestion recurred on concurring in the amendment of the 
Senate, striking out the provico to the said item, No. 179. 

And the amendment was non concurred in. 

The next amendment of the Senate was read, inserting a new 
section between sections Nos. 179 and 180, aè follows: —~ 

“For payment of sums now due for completing the custom- 
honre'at New York, $28,200.” 

Mr. FILLMORE said he did not wish to debate the amend- 

ment, but wouid merely say thatthe Commitee of Ways and 
Means recommended a concurrence in the amendment. 
- Mr. PROFFIT opposed it; and he went through. a mass of 
items and details, showing the expenditures for furniture, book- 
safet, iron railings, and painting and bronzing iron railings, in 
the New. York custom house. The painting ans! bronzing 
amounted to. about $8,000; which showed that, in New York, 
they “laid iton pretty thick.” The furniture had heen purchas- 
ed contrary to the exprezsed will of Congress, and many other 
expenditures were wholly unauthorized. He relieved Mr. 
Woodbury, to whom blame had seen auached, fiom all respon- 
sibility, ashe had positively refused to sanction the expendi- 
tures. And he deemed these facts auflicient to justify an investi- 
gation into the affairs of this custom-house. He alluded to ru- 
mors of a bonus having been given fora contract for iron-work; 
and the extravagant rate at which the work had been, ia conse- 
quence, contracted for. He saidiron desks and iron railing had 
been charged 18% cents per pound; while the same work, as he 
had affidavits to show, could be done at from 6 to 83 cents. He 
went through other items of extravagance; and concluded by 
observing that allthe amount asked for at the extra session for 
completing the New York custom-honse was $10,000,—it was 
now swollen to $28,260; and unless something was done to check. 
it, ‘by the next session it would be $38,000, if not $48,000, 

Mr. FILLMORE referred to the consideration of this sub- 
ject, first by the Committee of Ways and Means, and then 
by the Committee on Public Buildings, and said,. without re- 
plying to the many objections that had been raised by the 
gentleman from Indiana, [Mr, Prorrre,}] he would content him- 
self, by etating the facts in the case. The gentleman had made 
a very important mistake in reference to the facts and the 
object of the appropriation. The furniture for the custoin- 
house had been purchased by order of some of the public offi- 
cers; whether it had been paid for, he knew not. But the ap- 
propriation nuw asked for was not to pay for the furniture thus 
purchased, but for the custom-house itself, distinct from the 
furniture, The estimate made at the extra session for furnish- 
ing the custom-house was $10,000, and the estimate made at 
this session was about $28,000. He sent to the Clerk’s table, 
where it was read, a statement of the original estimate of 
$10,000, and in paralle! columns of the estimate $28,000, with 
explanations from the architect of the reasons for the differ. 
ence of the estimates, 

In reference to the charges of extravagance in the purchase 
of furniture, &c., for the custom-house, made by Mr. Prorrit, 
Mr. F. referred to several documents on the subject; among 
which was a letter from Mr. Frazce, the architect, stating that 
all the iron for the iron railing (which is included in this ap- 
propriation) was furnished by contract, and at his order alone, 
sothat Mr. Curtishad nothing to de with it. Mr. F. also read 
from aNetter from Mr. Woodbury, Secretary of the Treasury, 
to Walter Bowne, one ofthe commissioners of the custom-house 
at New York, authorizing Mr. Frazee to be continued super- 
intendent and architect of the building until the furnishing and 
furniture were completed, and stating that it was desirable 
that Mr. Frazee’s plan should be carried out, as far as respected 
furniture, &c, -i 

Mr. MCKAY (Mr. F. yielding the floor at his request) sent 
to the Clerk’s table a document relative to the custom house 
at’ New York, containing a correspondence of Mr. Curtis and 
Mr. Ewing, which was read, and in which Mr. Ewing author- 
izéd My. Č. to furnish the custom-house plainly and substan- 
tially, directing as much of the old furniture to be used ascon- 
sistent, and proper economy to be exercised in the matter, &e. 

Mr. FILLMORE said, from this tt appeared that Mr. Ewing, 
as wellas his predecessor, had authorized the furnishing of the 
custom-house; the only difference being that Mr. Woodbury had 
Jefi the matter wholly to the discretion of Mr. Frazee, while Mr. 
Ewing had directed it to be furnished piaialy and substantially, 
and the old furniture to be used. 

‘He asked that the House should not confound the appropri- 
ation tow asked for completing the custom-house, with the ap- 
propriation that might hereafter be asked for furniture. The 
only question for the consideration of the committee on this 
item was, whether the honest laborers who had rendered ser- 
vices to the public, on the order fram one of the departments, 
should be paid for those services. 

Mr. F. yielded the floor, in the course of his remarks, for ex- 
planations, to Messrs, ROOSEVELT, G. DAVIS, PROFFIT, 
and MoKAY. 

Mr. MORGAN adverted to the statement of Mr. Prorrit that 
the furniture for the custom-house could have been furnished at 
fifty per cent. Jess, and the iron at one-third the price that was 
paid; and said that, from the letters of Mr. Woodbury and Mr. 
Frazee, (which had been read by his colleague, Mr. FILLMORE,) 
it appeared that these articles were furnished by authority of 
Mr. Woodbury, whom the gentleman had been so desirous ot 
vindicate, and that Mr. Curtis had nothing to do with it. 

Mr. M. further replied to the remarks of Mr. Prorrit. He 

ielded the fuor to Messrs. BOWNE, HOLMES, and PROF- 

IT, between whom and the latter gentleman some conversa- 
tion of a personal character arose. 

Mr. McKEON next obtained the floor, and yielded to a mo- 
tion that the commitres rise. 

Which moion prevailing, the committee rose and reported 
progress, > 
And then ihe House ad 


IN SENATE, 
Wppnespay, May U, 1842. 

Tho CHAIR (Mr. Smita of Indiana) laid before the Senate a 
message from the Present of the United States, which was 
Tead-as follo we: | 
To the Senate and louse of Representatives: | 

The season for aciita hostilies in Florida having nearly 
terminated, my attention has necessarily been directed 10 
the course o` measures to be pursued hereafter in relation to 
the few Indiane yet remaining in that Territory. Their 
number ig believed not to exceed two hundred and forty: of 

+ whom, there are supposed to be about eighty warriors, or 


ales, ¢ I s. The further purstiit of these 
miserable beings, by a Jarge military force, seems to be as in: 
judicious as itis. unavailing. The history of the last year’s 
campaign in Florida has satisfactorily shown, notwithstand- 
ing the vigorous and incessact operations of ont troops, which 
cannot be exceeded, that the Indian mode of warfare, their 
dispersed condition, and the very smallness of their number, 
which increases the difficul:y of finding them in the abundant 
and almost inacvessible hiding places ofthe Territory,renderany 
further attempt to reduce them by force of arms impracticable, 
except by the employ ment of ihe most expensive means, . The 
exhibition of force, and the constant effort to capture or destroy 
them, of course place them beyond the reach of overtures to 
surrénder.. It is believed by the dietinguiched officer In com- 
mand tiere, thata different system shouid now he pursued to 
attain the entire removal ofall the Indians in Florida: And he 
recommends that the host fiities should cease, unlessihe removal 
ofthem be rendered neceseary by new aggressions; that commu- 
nications should be opened by means of the Indians wich him, 
to induce them to a peaceful and voluntary surrender; and that 
the military operations should hereafter be directed to the pro- 
tection of the inhabitants. 5 : 

These views are corroborated by the Governor of the Terri- 
tory, by many of its most intelligent citizens, and by numerous 
officers of the army who have served, and are still serving, in 
that region. 

Mature reflection has satisfied me that ihese recommendations 
are sound and just; and I rejoice that, consistently with my. 
duty to Florida, may indulge my desire to promote the great 
interests of humanity, and extend the reign of peace and good- 
will, by terminating the unhappy warfare that has been so long 
carried on there;and, at the same time, gratify my anxiety to 
reduce the demands upon the Treasury, by curtailing the extra- 
ordinary expenses which have attended the contest. I have, 
therefore, authorized the colonel in command there, as soon 
as he shall deem it expedient, to declare that hostilities against 
the Indians have ceased, anu that they will not be renewed un- 
less provoked, and rendered indispensable by new outrages on 
their part; but that neither citizens nor troops.are ta ba re- 
strained from asy necessary and proper acts of self-defence 
against any attempts to molest them. He is instructed to opea 
communications with those yet remaining, and endeavor, by 
ail peaceable means, to persuade them to consult their true in- 
terests, by joining their brethren at the West. And directions 
have been given for establishing a cordon, or line of protection 
for the inhabitants, by the necessary number of troops. 

But, to render this system of protection effectual, it is essen. 
tial that setilemenis of our citizens should be made within the 
line so established, and that they should be armed, so as to be 
ready to repel any attack. In order to offer inducements to 
such settlements, I submit to the consideration of Congress the 
propriety of allowing a reasonable quantity of land to the head 
of each family that shall permanently occupy it, and of extend- 
ing the existing provisions on that subject, so as to permit the 
issue of rations for the subsistence of the settlers for one year; 
aad, as few of them will probably be provided with arms, it 


` would be expedient to authorize the loan of muskets, and the 


delivery of a.proper quantity of cartridges, or of powder and 
balls, By such means, it is to be hoped thata hardy population 
will soon occupy the rich soil of the frontiers of Florida, who 
will be as capable as willing to defend themselves and their 
homes, and thus relieve the Government fiom the further 
anxiety or expense for their protection. : 
JOUN TYLER. 


Wasuinetox, May 10, 1642. 


Mr. PRESTON remarked that, for the fortieth time, the Flori- 
da war had been declared to be at an end, but unfortunately prov- 
ed not to beso. He presumed, however, that the President was 
warranted in the belief chat it was so far ended as to justify the 
course he had recommended, He (Mr. P.) was satisfied from 
communications that the number of Indians now in Florida 
waa largely under one hundred, and that there was nothing in 
the nature of the hostilities now, that demanded belligerent 
proceedings on the part orf the Government. Tt struck him, at 
the first blush, that the eystem recommended by the President, 
for the protection of the inhabitants of the Territory, by the 
establishment of a cordon of posts, would not require more 
than twenty-six companies; and therefore, if it was adopted, 
the Territory and Government would be relieved from agreat 
expense. He believed twenty-six companies would be amply 
sufficient for any purposes of protection—in connexion with 
such a system as was formerly proposed by the Senator from 
Missouri, (Mr. Benron,] for the armed occupation and settle- 
mentof the Territory. Thetime he believed had now arrived 
when some system of that kind might be with propriety adopt. 
ed. Mr. P. after passing a high eulogium on the persevering 
and successinl efforis of the officer who had charge of the op- 
erations in Florida, in bringing the war to a_termmmation, moved 
to refer the message to the Commitee on Military Affairs, and 
to have it printed. 


Mr. SEVIER said he had no objections to the motion of the ; 


He believed that three years ago a clause 
granting $800,009 for 


honorable Senator. d t 
had been inserted in the apprepriation bi 


the purpose of buying peace with the Indians, and he desived to | 


be informed by the honorable Senator how much uf that money 
had been expended in the way proposed. 

Mr. PRESTON said ic was a matter of general notoriety 
that, within the last year, the military operations in Florida have 
been of a somewhat nove! kind, and certainly of a eharacter 
very creditable to the indivičual to whom the conducting of 
these military operatious had been, intrusted. ‘The war had 
been conducted with more energy an or than had character- 
ized it at any ather period. The circumstance edverted to hy 
the Senator from Arkansas had induced him (Mr. P.) to ak 
iude to the very materiel alteration which had taken place in 


w in comm 
shest honor—namely, 

iry of the honora- 
with any de- 
led. ite was 
e for which that 
ion had been ex- 


“SEVIER said he was merely desirous of obtaining in. 
formation as t the sum which had been expended. He did 
not rise for the purpose of commenting upon the co. duct, 
skill, or ability of the officer in command cf tse troops in Fiori- 
da; but as it had been adverted to by the honorable Senator, he 
would take the likerty of observing that there were othars who 


Mr 


iorida, under the able management of ; 


` hoped that if, as suggested by the honorable Senato 


or rewards were to be conferred upon any of the pars 
nected with that war, these ten Indiansshonld be includes 
Mr. PRESTON (without rising.) Reward ‘them, by #¢! 
them to’Arkansas, i ; Se. 
The. quesiion was taren on the motion of the Senatò 
South Carolina, | Mr. Presvon,] andit was agreed to. ot 
~The CHAIR also laid before the Senate'a communication: 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, communicating a report 
from the Commissioner of the General Land Ofte, and fron 
the ‘register and receiver at Opelousas, Louisiana, on the claim. 
of the heirs and legatrepresematives of Bernard Dautéiive: 
referred to the Commitice on Private Land Claims. ee 
Mr. TALLMADGE presented two petitions from Tioga count 
ty, praying that the Postmaster General may be authorized to’. 
make contracts with railroad conipanies for the transportation, 
of the mail: referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. ` ENDS 
Mr. T. also presented a memoria) from citizens of Utca, in 
Oneida county, New York, praying’ Congress to. pass .a ‘dis:” 
criminating tariff act, for the purpose of protection to domestic 
manufactures: referred to the Committee on Manufactures: | .., 
Mr. YOUNG presented a petition from a number of citizens 
of Alton, Hlinois, praying that a suitableremuneration be made. 
to Captain Heary M. Shreve, for his invention of ‘a siiag-boat; 
and that necessary appropriation be made for. removing ob- 
structions 10.the navigation of the Mississippi, Missouri, and 
Arkansas rivers, So much ag relates to Mr. Shreve was 
red to the select committee on that subject... / ae 
Mr. LINN said, if it was théi-in order, he would make the 
motion of which he gave notice ou.yesterday..to take up the 
bill to refund to Major General. Jackson the fine of $1,000 im- 
posed on him at New Orleans, in 1815. `. In doing, so, ‘be said, it 
was not his intention to debate the bill; bat he would be pre- 
pared merely to answer any question whichany Senator might 
think proper to propound to him with reference to the facts, 
Mr. MERRICK suggested to the Senator from Missouri {Mr, 
Linx] to postpone his motion till to-morrow, with a view of 
disposing of the unfinished business of yesterday—ihe resolu- 
tion of the Senator from Missouri, (Mr. Bewron.] > ty dee 
"My. LINN did not wish tointerfere with the legitimate busi- .. 
ness of the Senate; but he had on two occasions given notice of 
an intention to call up the bill, and was prevented from getting 
in the motion hy the urgency of the business before the Rene 
ate, He was bound, from a sense of duty, to submit the mos 
tion. : 
Here the matter was interrupted by p is z 
Mr. EVANS, who, on leave, introduced a bill to provide for 
the settlement of certain accounta for the support of the gov- 
ernment of the Territory of Wisconsin, and for ether purposes; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Committee oa Fi- 


nance. Me 

Mr, BERRIEN presented a memorial from Charles D. Dame 
mond and Augustus H. Keenan, sureties of Solomon D., Betton, 
Jate postmaster at Milledgeville, Georgia, praying to be released 
from the judgment obtained against them by the United States, 
by defauli: referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


THE APPORTIONMENT BILL. R 


Mr. BUCHANAN said, although he knew the rèason in pri 
vate, yet such was the pressure on him by citizens of Pennsyl- 
vania to ascertain whether the apportionment bill would.pass 
before the meeting of the extra session of the Legislature of his 
State, which had been called with a view to this bill, he would 
inquire of the honorable Senator from Georgia, (Mr. BERRIEN; }] 
(the chairman of the Judiciary. Committee;): when they might 
expect the bill to be reported back from that committee, z: 

Mr. BERRIEN said there were only two. of the co 
in the city on Saturday last, or the bill would have been-be 
the committee at that time; but it was his purpose: to give no. 
tice to the members of it to meet to-morrow morning, to. take 
the bill under consideration, Mr. B. gave assurances thatit 
would be attended to with all despatch, and reported back at 
the earliest moment. ` 

Mr. BUCHANAN said such was the answer that he expected 
from the Jaborious and attentive chairman, It was entirely 
satisfactory to him. He hoped sinterely that the chairman 
would be able to geta majority of the committee together, and 
report the bill without delay. "It was of the utmost Importance 
that it should be passed before the meeting of the Legislature 
of his State, which would soon take place. i 

THE INTERNATIONAL COPYRIGHT BILL. . 

Mr, PRESTON inquired of the chairman of the Judiciary 
Committee what lad become of the intereational copyright 
bill, which had been referred to that committee four months 
a 


stated that the committee had examined: the bill, and:that he 


was prepared to report it, 1 g 
whom the bill was introduced, and to whom. ho. had expressed ~ 


Mr. BUCHANAN 
aud ble tone, their si 
would report advers 
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manufecsur referred to the Co: } 
Mr EYANS, from the Con tee on i i th 
fol: hich were reau, and ordered to a secon reads 


ne. : Y. 
mg hili to extend the Ame of ayment cf (he judgment aghiem 
the Pianters’ Bark of Missiesipy3, and for her purposes; aad 
‘A bill for the relief of Robert Miller. i is 
SECRECY OF POST OFFICE ARCHIVES. ; 
The Senate ther: proceeded to the consideration of the follow. 
ing resolution. submitted by Mr. BENTON on Monday, viz: 
‘Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 


Serre, 


i ain 
© appointment of Mr. 
on @ letter from Mr. Bei 


duire-in-what manner the Madisonian | 
„a kgowledge of certain papers Supposed to | 
in the Genel Post Office Department, in relation to the 


ison ay postinaster at St, Louis, to wit— 


; that the said ‘committee inquire into 
said editor obtained a copy of the 
to the Senate’s°Commitiee on the 

ost, Ofte. and Post Roads; in relation tò the nomination of 
wel B.. Churchill and recommending him for confirmation. 

for persons‘and papers, and 

ort the game to the Senate. 


Mr. MERRICK entered at considerable length into the sub- 
“ject, with a view of showing the expediency of establishing 
some such rule of action as he ‘suggested, for the Senate and 
committees, leaving each member individually to assert and ex. 
ercise his right of investigating documents on file in the depart- 
Mments. He insisted that such a rule had always been acted 
upon by the Senate heretofore; and he quoted Mr. Barry’s refu- 
sal to furnish the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads 
with papers in a case in point, Mr. Barry’s letter to the chair- 
manot the committee was dated Ist October, 1834, and contain- 
ed such sound argument, that he should read it as applicable to 
this occasion. He then read the letter, which was of consider. 
“able length.” Ne deduced from this, that the Senate had no 
right to demand such papers, and contended that if they were 


~ after: : Bor these reasons, it was expedient that.somerule such 
ag his’ amendment contemplated should be-adepted, In con- 
clusion, Mr. M. passed a high and much lengthened eulogy on 
the official ability, courtesy, integrit; 
»deportment in office, and fidelity o 
which had entitled bim to his fullest confidence, admiration, 


‘of the department at his desk, and attending to the public inter- 
ests, Which engrossed hia whole attention, at all hours and in d 
D: , 


Mr. MANGUM observed that he felt very little interest in 
this matter, one way or the other;. but if the honorable Senator 
‘fram: Missonri desired this investigation to go forward, he couht 
not say that he would have much objection as to ihe general 
principle; but with regard to the immediate matter in hand, he 


$ 90d i uncommon 
Powers of discrimination, as to be able to discover, in the head 
of the Post Office. epariment, talents, official ability, and 


elity sọ transcendent, as to render the possessor entirely de. 
‘serving of his fullest confidence and approbation. 
remarked as an evidence of this discrimination, was the Sena- 

_ tor’seulogy on that functionary’s fidelity. Fidelity to whom ? 


x ‘hig ‘hostility to the Postmaster General, who, was promoting to 


stowed it in this instance where he thought, in his solemn Deliefpit 
Ho again reiterated, that he hat found the Postmas- 
ter General, late and early; toiling at his desk sand he believed 
that he had successfully endeavored to curtail the expenses of 
the department, with the view to bring about the retrenchment 
of . He would not, however, consult the Senator 
from North Carolina as to where he should mete ont praise, 
Mr. BUNTON said the hour of one was come, and the 
special Order of the day was entitled to preference, fe did not 
mean to interfere with that order, and therefore should 
‘say thatthe Senator from North Carolina (Mr. Mancem] was 
a little mistaken in Supposing thatthe object of the resolution 


ain rules of secreey were assumed for that 
excluded members from secing papers on 
themselves and their constituents ; 


The publication fathers 
r had access to the files of the 
statements of what was, and 
t; assumed to give quotations 


from letters on file, which copies ef the'letters. actually on file 


i to bë false; and that all this was in violation of the rule 
eee claimed for the “department, and enforced againat 
members of Congress and their constituents, Mr. B., for bim- 
self, was ready to leave the matter where. his expositions of 
yesterday had left-it; and should continue to stand-upon the 
ground that the public offices. were public —ihat the papers on 
file in those offices were open to the inspection of those whom 
they concerned, and to members of Congress, on the part of 


heir constituents, © * f $ 
f Mr. MANGUM moved to lay the matter on the table; and if 
it‘should be thought necessary hereafter, it gould be called up. 
Mr. MERRICK ‘said his amendment was only “intended to, as 
it would, facilitate. the intercourse of the Senate and com- 
mittees with the Executive. ` Difficulties would arise in ob- 
taining information from the departments, unless this explana- 
tory resolution was adopted. = Cities ao aes 
Mr. MANGUM had no objection toadopting the principle 
of the resolution. if, indeed, it was not already so acted upon. 
Mr. LINN. The Senator from Marylandsaid it would facili- 
tate the intercourse with the Executive. That was very ques. 
tionable.. It wag a very questionable matter, worthy ot consid- 
eration, whether the Senate should resortto the Executive for 
information. Whether it would not be better totake the stand 
independent of the Executive, and leave him to send such in- 
formation as he thinks proper to carry out his own nomina- 
tions. If he didnot think proper to send any, the Senate could 
rest on its own responsibility for its action, asking information 
where it could be had. i : 
Mr. MERRICK said if the Senator from Missouri [Mr. BEN- 


ron) did not persist in his reoludon, he would withdraw the 


amendment for the presènt, and introduce it as an independent 
proposition. R y 5 
Mr. MANGUM renewed bis motion to Jay the whole subject 
on the table, s ¢ 
Mr. MERRICK then withdrew his amendment. í 
The question was then taken on Jay ing the original resolution 
on the table; and carried in the affirmative. 


ORDERS OF THE Day. 


On motion of Mr. BERRIEN, chairman ofthe Judiciary Com. 
mittee, the Senate, as in committee of. the whole, resumed from 
yesterday the consideration of the pill to provide further re- 
medial justice in the district courts of the United States. 


Mr. HUNTINGTON observed that this bill asserted two dis- 
tinct propositions—one, the constitutionality of Congress to pass 
such a law; and the other, the expediency of doing it. Before 
discussing these. points, he would take a cursory view o: the 
provisions of the bill itself, which he had examined with great 
attention; and he was glad to have an opportunity of doing jus. 
tice to the honorable chairman of the Judiciary Committee, 
(Mr. BERRIEN, ] by saying that it was a bill drawn up with con- 
summate ability, evincing great care, research, legal acumen, 
remarkable perspicacity, and translucent clearness 

Mr. II, then recapitulated in due order the several provisions 
of the bill, commenting on each, and showing the effect to be 

roduced. 

E H was admitted by the Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
BUCHANAN] that the 25th section of the judiciary act was con- 
stitutional; and he had even gone further, and admitted that it 
was constitutional for the Supreme Court to take out of the 
State tribunals the revision of criminal cases as well as civil, in 
its capacity of an appellate court. : 

Buttbat Senator had doubted the constitutional power of ap- 
p'ying the writ of habeas corpus in the manner proposed; and, 
much as he (Mr, H.) approved of the very able argument imade 
by the Senator from Massachusetts yesterday, on this point, 
he would, without any intention of discussing the subject fully 
at present, merely say that he would not himself rest “or such 
authority on the second clause or the third article in the Coun- 
stitution alone; for he would only consider it subsiiliary ta the 
power given in the first article of the Constitution, Before he 
stated his Own views, he would examine the arguments of the 
Senator from Pennsylvaria on both questions—that of consti- 
tutionality and that of expediency. 


First, as to the importance of the measure. He concurred 
with the Senator that this was a very. important bill; but he did 
not say so for the same reasons assigned by the Senator from 
Pennsylvania, because he denied that there was any new prin- 
ciple proposed; the importance consisted in the necessity for, 
ari] assertion of, an essential bower, centroverted by the extra- 
ordinary doctrine now brought forward, that it is not Constitu- 
tional for this Goverment to perform its duties in relation to 
foreign nations—duties essential to the maintenance of its own 
national independenceand national characte: 

‘Second: with regard to the Senators anticipation that the 
vote on this bil would be a strict party vote between Federal- 
ism and anti-Federalism. Hle did not believe such would be the 
vote; for he was well satisfied it- would be strictly in conformity 
with the ‘individual opinions of Senators as to its merits, its 
constitutionality, and its expediency. 

Third: in reference to its connexion with other measures of 
this Administration; all of which had been characterized by the 
Senator as part and parcel of one concentrating system, shad- 
owing forth a rapid stride towards consolidation, This he (Mr. 
H.) denied: for if the system was an evidence of a rapid stride 
tower's consolidation, it was also an evidence that the first step 

had not been taken by ‘this Administration, as national bank 
bills, bankrupt bills, distribution acts, and other measures of 
supposed centralization tendency—alluded to by the Senator— 
had been passed and sanctioned over and over again, within the 
past fifty years; and, therefore, the present Administration 
could not justly be charged with any very new or rapid strides 
towards a consolidation that has receded, if approached at all. 

He asked, what evidence was there in the distribution act, or 
in the proposed exchequer scheme, of a disposition to consoli- 
dation. And as to the bankrupt law, he would venture to say 
that there was no question as to the power of Congress to pass 
a uniform bankrupt law; and he could not see why such a law 
should be considered as a stride towards Consolidation, merely 
because there may be somè difference of opinion as to the pro- 
priety of its provisions in detail. 

' He next-alluded te the Rhode Island affair, and deprecated 

the premature discussion of. the subject. He did not mean to 
deny to the people of that State the right to thange their Gov. 
ernment in any lawful manner; but he hoped the power vested 
by the Constitution in the Executive would be Successfully ex- 
ercised, should it become necessary, to protect the people of 
that gallant Statefrom any unlawfal usurpation, Regt 

With regard to another tendency towards consolidation, al- 


Tüd to the Senator from Pennsylvania—the disposition 
Pa ink bill which had come from another branch, of Con- 


- gress (the apportionment bi!!) to abrogate a sovereign right of 


the States as to sending their Representatives to Congress in 
whatever way they pleased; he would simply ask, what had 
that to do with the subject before the Senatenow? When that 
bill came up, it would be time enough to discuss the subject, 
It was enough now to say it had nothing to do with the bill 
under discussion, 5 . z 

He would now proceed to his main arguments; first, on the 
constitutionality of this mèasure; ard, next, on its expediency. 

He-would take it for granted that the constitutionality of the 
judiciary act was‘ undoubted. And he thought the Senator 
from Pennsylvania had committed a great error in supposing 
that, becauee the framers of the judiciary act did not give more 
than an appellate jurisdiction to the Supreme Court, it was 
fair to infer they had exhausted the power authorized: by the 
Constitution. t à 

Mr: BUCHANAN interposed to say that he did not ronounce 
any opinion that they had exhausted the power of the Consti. 
tution. z f $ 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, in continuation, observed that he did 
not so understand the Senaior. What he had stated was, that 
the Senator had said it was fair to infer that the framers of the 
Constitution conceived they had not constitutional authority to 
to go further than to give appellate jurisdiction to the Supteme 
Court in the cases enumerated. Ie next adverted to the objec. 
tion urged, that the writ of kabeas corpus would, in the cases 
proposed in the bill, have the effect of denying to one of the 
parues concerned the right of trial by jury, secured by the Con- 
stitution, : 

Mr. BUCHANAN interposed again, to say that his statement 
was that the State would be denicd the right of trial by jury, 

Mr. HUNTINGTON said he understood it so—the word 
“party,” of course, meaning the State, as well as the accused. 
Mr. H. here-entered into a legal argument with regard to the 
constitutional limitation of the appellate jurisdiction of the Su- 
preme Court, and then with regard to the limitation of its origi- 
nal jurisdiction, In the progress of his argumente, he reverted 
to the cases quoted by those who had preceded him in the dia- 
cussion~namely, the cases of Martin and of Coen against the 
State of Virginia, and Worcester against the State of Georgia; 
and was examining some views taken by the Senator from 
Pennsylvania, when . 

Mr. BUCHANAN interposed, to say that his argument had 
been strangely misconceived by the Senator from Connecticut, 
as wellas by the Senator from Massachusetts, He found it ne- 
Cessary to state his train of argument in his own words, {Here 
Mr. B. recapitulated his legal argument in reference to this 
branch of the subject.) : A ` 

Mr. HUNTINGTON id not mean to misrepresent anythin 
the Senator had said. He understood him to assert that the 
original jurisdiction in criminal cases cannot be taken away 
from the States by the Sapreme Court. What is the proposi- 
tion in this bill?—that ifthe power exists in the Supreme Court, 
under its appellate authority, to take cases from the State tribu- 
nals after judgment, whether such cases are civil or criminal; 
it has the same power before judgment, if Congress thinks fit to 
authorize its exercise. Now this was the proposition which 
he (Mr. H.) asserted to be cons'itational. g 

Mr. BUCHANAN asked, did the Senator mean to say that 
the Supreme Court could pronounce judgment, in such cases, 
under its appellate jurisdiction? 

Mr. HUNTINGTON said it did not necessarily follow that 
such should be the consequence., He then went at large into 
the subject of the law of nations; im relation to which, he con- 
tended, there was no difficulty. The United States courts take 
jurisdiction in cases involving the Jaw of nations, because the 
right is given, both directly and constructively, in the Constitu- 
tion. As to the argument that the United States courts can have 
no power to protect foreigners, unless through the State courts, 
he contended that it would amount to nothing but an admis- 
sion that the United States courts have no jurisdiction at all 
over cases in which foreigners and their interests are concerned, 
Such, also, was the argument that foreign nations had no right 
to complain, having admitted the United States into the family 
of nations with a written Constitution: in doing so, they had 
acted with their eyes open; and they were thereby deprived of 
allright to complain. "These arguments he combated at con- 
siderable length; and contended, not only that they were un- 
tenable in fact and according to the Constitution, but that they 
could not be sustained against the obvious inexpediency of de- 
monstrating to foreign powers that-this Government had not 
equal national powers with themselves. 

He did not think there was any difficulty in the matter of 
Jealousy that may exist with regard to taking jurisdiction in the 
cases defined, frum the State courts before judgment. more than 
could exist with regard to cases after judgment. On the con. 
trary, he thought there would be les: Jealousy. He looked 
upon this anticipated jealousy as a mere bugbear—no such 
thing weuld arise. in practice.” He next adverted to the argu- 
ments deduced frorn the McLeod difficulty. 

He maintained that, if the principles advanced by the State 
court of New York on that case had been carried out, the 
country would have been involved in war; for he considered 
the principles laid down by Mr. Justice Cowen were contrary 
tothe law of nations, and must be so regarded by all foreign 
nations, r 

Asto the constitutionality of this act, he would say, that one 
ofthe first principies of this Confederation was to make ita 
sovereign and independent nation, If this be true, it is bound 
to perforin the dutiesrequired of an Independent nation by the 
Jaw ofnations.. The necessity of being vested with the right to 
claim the protection of the law of nations, implies the power to 
leciprocate the right. He supposed a case of a homicide com- 
mitted by a foreigner, in time of war, on a citizen of the United 
States; and that forclener, ina time of subsequent peace, dein, 
caught in the State in which the homicide was committed, an 
seized for trial ona chargo of murder ;—he asked, what law 
was there, but the law of nations, to authorize the interference 
of the United States conrts? He also pointed out Many cases, 
both civil and criminal. which mightarise ; and from these he 
inferred that, from the nature of things, the Government of the 
United States was obliged, for the sake of maintaining the rights 
ofits own citizens, to reciprocate the same rights to foreigners, 
and to respect the law ofnationsas one common ground upon 
which both her citizens and foreigners could rely for protee- 
tion. He further traced the power over these matters to the 
Constitutional power given to the General Government to de: 
clare war or make peace, Hence the law was necezsary to ena- 
ble the General Government to carry out the enumerated pow. 


ers with which the Co: 
ond proposition he laid-down in ‘favor of the bill, {i ‘ 
The next was a corollary from the undisputed rightto punish 
offences against the law.of nations, that the right must be im- 
“plied to prevent offences.. ~ 
“Af the power, then, exists, the only question: remaining is, 
, how. this power may be applied. Upon this he thought there 
couldbeno doubt. The Constitution authorizes Congress to 
-pass such laws as may be necessary’to carry out the enume- 
Yated powers of Government. 7 
~ ' “Asto the expediency of the measure, he considered it so sim- 
“ple and unexceptionable in its character,that it mustbe admitted 
3 that; if the power is to be exercised at all, this is the’ most ex- 
š pedient mode of doing it; and, trusting he had proved both the 
~ Constitutionality and necessity, he should conclude by simply 
Stating that he gave the bi'l his hearty support. 
o7. Mr. PRESTON obtained the floor, but, fearing the Senate 
was tvo exhausted to proceed, he moved to g0 into executive 
ession. ig 
Mr. SEVIER moved an adjournment; which was agreed to. 
‘And the Senate adjourned. . 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wanpnespay, May 11, 1842. 


BRIDGE AT HARPER’S FERRY. 

Mr, LANE, on leave given, reported, from the Committee on 
Roads and Canals, the following bill, which was read-twice by 
its title, ordered to a third reading, [at this time,} and read a 
third time and passed, 


A BILE to authorize the Shenandoah Bridge Company, at Har- 
per’s Ferry, to erect a bridge on the Jand of the United States 
at the town of Harper’s Ferry. 


Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of Americain Congress assembled, That 
the Shenandoah Bridge Company, at Harper’s Ferry, be, and 
they are hereby, authorized to erect a bridge across the river 
Shenandoah, on the lands belonging to the United States, at or 
near the town of Harper’s Ferry, and to connect the same bya 
sufficient road or passway through the said lands with the road 
on’ the east side of said river and the main street of the said 
town: Provided, That, in the construction of the said bridge, and 
the said road or passway to and from it, the said company shall 
not, ‘In virtue of this act, interfere with the rights and privileges 
ef any individuals or existing corporations: And provided, also, 
That'the location of the said bridge upon the public lands afore- 

` said shall be submitted to and approved by the Secretary of War 
prior to the erection thereof. 

Bec, 2. And be it further enacted, That, on the said terms 
and conditions, the said Shenandoah Bridge Corhpany shall be, 
and they are hereby, empowered to erect a toll-house adjacent 
to the said bridge on the lands aforesaid of the United States: 
Provided, That, should the said bridge, never be constructed, 
or, having been constructed, shall be abandoned by said com- 
pany, the rights vested therein by this act shall cease and de: 
termine. © 


Mr. REYNOLDS, on leave given, offered the following reso- 
Jution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be requested to for- 
nish the Committee of Claims with the papers in his office in 
relation to the claims of Saltmarsh & Overton, and Salumarsh & 
Fullen for carrying the mail on two routes, Nos. 2380 and 2388, 
in Georgia. 

° GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. j 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the House resolved itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Tuomp- 
son.of Indiana in the chair,) and resumed the consideration of 
the amendments made by the Senate to the bill making appro- 
priations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of the Govern- 
ment forthe year 1842, z 

When the committee rose last evening, the pending question 
was on concurring in the amendment of the Senate, inserting 
the following new item, to come in between items Nos. 179 
and 180: 

“For payment of sums now due for ‘completing the custom: 
howse at New York, $28,200.” z 

Mr. McKEON was entitled to the floor, but yielded it for a 
moment to 

Mr. ROOSEVELT, who moved to amend the amendment, 
by adding thereto the following proviso : 

“Provided, That the accounts therefor shall be first duly 
audited ant allowed by the proper accounting officers of the 
Treasury.” ` g g 

Mr. MoKEON begged that gentlemen would disabuse their 
minds ofall that had been said on thissubject when it had been 
lately brought before the Honse, and aise in the present de- 
bate, by those who had preceded him. The item of appro. 
priation, in the present case, was for work actually done, and 
for services performed, by different mechanics; which fact he 
begged the committee would not mix up with other matters 
lately before the House, in reference to the New York custom- 
house. The first item amounted to $3,070 40, due for actual 
work. The men who had performed the services and given 
the labor were now actually waiting for this appropriation. 
There were certain other items for bronzing and painting; and 
it was not for the committee to say whether or not this con- 
tract was performed faithfully or otherwise, but to see whether 
or not the work was performed, which was beyond cavil, He 
hac heard gentlemen say, “ Why was not this appropriation 
passed last session? The amount then claimed was not passed, 
and why should we now make the appropriation?” But he 
would call the attention of the committee to the letter of the 
architect of this building, which he requested the Clerk to 
read. 

[The letter was kere read by the Clerk.} 

The papers in reference to the whole subject were referred, 
at the last regular session, by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
to the committee of this House. With regard to the question 
of Who was responsible ? he held the letters of Mr, Secretary 
Woodbury and Mr. Sccretary Ewing, calling upon Congress to 
pay these moneys. He was in possession of the letters of all 
the Secretaries of the ‘Treasury before whom the matiet came 
officially, and Mr. Tolman (one of the architects) aiso con- 
curfed in their views. There remained not a question, if this 
matter could be brought into a court of justice, that Congress 
could be made liable. Congress hadruined these poor men by 
the non-performance of this contract. They were not war- 
ranted in refusing to pay. Would the committee strike down 
these poor men and ruin their families? Supposingthere was 
extravagance, stili Congress ought not to kecp thess poor me- 


tion invests it: This. was the sec H 


chanics ont of iheir honest earnings, as the work was done; 
and the question ‘was, who was to paythem ? È R 
Mr. BOWNE, after an allusion to the change of reference of 
the papers in this Cave from the Committee of Ways and Means 
to the Committee on Public Buildings—although the matter 
Was nót legitimately one for their consideration—as both extra- 
ordinary and suspicious, recapitulated some facts heretofore 
stated to the committee, in reference to the increase of the appro- 
priation to $28,200 from $10,000, asked for at the extra session; 
and said thatthe delay which had been occasionedin thig case, to 
which allusion had been made, was caused by an attempt to 
ascertain the propriety of the increase in the appropriation. 
The committee understood that a resolution had been passed 
calling upon the Secretary of the Treasury to furnish to the 


House certain jaformation in relation to the furniture of this- 


custom-house; and. the committee had waited to get the Secre- 
tary’s report, but no report was ever made; and the committee 
was unable to ascertain whether these expenditures had been 
made under the authority or sanction ofany law... The commit- 
tee were aware that much had been said, by orators on the 
stump, by the public. newspaper press, and by politicians, from 
one end of the country to the other, on the subject of misappli- 
cations of the public money by agents of the Government; and 
they wished to ascertain whether this was such a misapphica- 
tion, or whether there had been warrant for it by law, or by 
any, authorized agent of the Government. $ 

he committee were unable to discover any authority for 
this appropriation by law; and they found that Congress, by a 
deliberate vote, bad refused the appropriation. They found 
that Mr. Secretary Woodbury had refused his authority or 
sanction for this use of the public money; apd he (Mr. B.) was 
astonished yesterday to hear it repeatedly déclared that the col- 
lector or agent at New Krk had the authority of Mr. ` Wood- 
bury for this expenditurg and to hear thér that authority was 
drawn froma letter which, when read, nggatived any such war- 
rant. The approval of aplan was fa aploesy into an authority 
to expend money; but with what grafe could gentlemen even 
take that as an authority, when the’ plan approved by Mr. 
Woodbury was subsequéntly changed, and the money now 
asked was for work done jn pursuance of a plan which dif. 
fered from that of which Mr. Wogibury approved? He hext 
Went on toshow that Mr. 'Ewingôs letter did not give the au- 
thority, and showed that the course suggested by Mr. Ewing 
was not pursued. And where,fhen, he asked, was their au- 
thority for this expenditure ofthe public money? Oy under 
whiat pretence was it justitedt He was the last man to inflict 
an injury on the mechanica ihe laborer; but the tale told in 
relation to that class of mer#was a story to amuse the ear of the 
credulous. Was Congress to sit there to make an appropria- 
tion of the public money, to meet an expenditure made not 
only without authority, but in contravention of the will of Gov- 
ernment? And was it to be justified by the statem@it that 
agents had employed mechanics, and those mechanics had not 
been paid? What evidence had they that the mechanics had 
not been paid? None whatever. Still it would not justify the 
appropriation, if such evidence were produced, for expendi- 
tures made in violation of Jaw, and contrary to the known will 
of Congress. The laborers and the mechanics had a pertect 
remedy, if they had not been paid, against the agents by whom 
they were employed, who were personally responsible to the 
mechanics. It wasnot a contract, at all events, between the 
Government and the mechanics: let, then, the mechanics look 
to the agent; and when the question came directly before them, 
between the agent and the Government, they could call upon 
the agent to show by what authority the work had been done. 
He would not withhold, for any motive under heaven, a single 
dollar from any individual who had a just aod legal claim on 
this Government; but he could not give a vote which should 
express his assent that an agent or officer of the Government, 
at his own volition, withont authority of law, shall make con- 
tracts, for which this Government shall be liable, or shall dis. 
burse the public money. He could not, therefore, assent to this 
appropriation. 

Mr. REYNOLDS expressed his strong disapprobation of 
the extravagance of expenditure incurred for this object; and 
called upon gentlemen of the Whig party to carry out their pro- 
fessions of economy and reform by setting their faces againstit. 
Did we not, (said he,) prior to the last Presidential election, 
hear retrenchment and reform proclaimed from one end of the 
continent to the other? Would not gentlemen adhere to their 
professions; and now, when they had so good an opportunity of 
carrying their principles into practice, stop this extravagant 
expenditure? le would tell gentlemen of the majority of 
this House that their estimates of thirty-odd millions for the 
expenditures of the current year were not consistent with that 
economy which they so loudly professed. It is our duty to 
the country (said Mr. R.) to say that this extravagance shalt 
cease, and that Congress will not hereafter appropriate for these 
custom-honses at Boston, New York, and elsewhere, whatever 
sums the agents choose to expend. Mr. R. referred to the 
celebrated Bond speech, which contained so many grave and 
serious charges of extravagance against Mr. Van Buren’s ad- 
ministration, and observed that the Whig party then showed such 
a horror for extravagance, thatthe least appearance of it af- 
fected them like an animal that had been bitten, and was affect- 
ed with the hydrophobia. 

He wished he could see some of that horror of extravagance 
now, and that they would aid him, who professed to feel the 
same antipathy to if, in all iis forms, ig arresting it. Much 
sympathy had been expressed fer the poor workmen who had 
labored on this building, who, it was said, would be the greatest 
sufferers if the appropriation were net passed. Now he did 
not believe that anything was due to them. The very nature of 
things showed they must have been paid; and even if they had 
not, they would not get anything out of this appropriation, 
which was fer the benefit of the contractors alone. The me- 
chanies of New York were intclligent men, and well knew what 
they were about. Did they not know whether the appropria- 
tions were made or not? Why, it was treating them with con- 
tempt, to suppose that they were ignorant that che appropria- 
tion had been refused. They knew that there was no appin- 
ptiation; and therefore they looked to their employers for their 
pay, and not tothe Government. Mr. R. had no doubt but they 
had got their money Jong ago. But if they had not, the making 
of this appropriation would not be for their benefit. 3 

After complimenting Mr. Prorrir for bringing to light the 
abuses that had been committed under the contract, he went on 
to refute the assumption that any partof this extravagance had 
been sanctioned by Mr. Secretary Woodbury. The letter of that 
gentleman authorized an expenditure for furniture of $500. only; 
and did not go so far as $8,000, as gentlemen contended. 


Mr. 
terday, after. the remarks of the chair 


WARD regretted that. the question wasnot taken: 
i ] airman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means had placed it in:so clear alight. > 


question been taken then, he was dispoeedto think i 


d taken sò wide a range, that a good deal of confusi 
been thrown round the question, -He would. not, hesaid,stop 
to inquire whether it wasa justifiable expenditute. Hego 
not inquire whether the agents of the Government -had-exceed. 
ed their authority.in making the contracts. The only. questioi 
with him was, had.the work been done,.and was the Government 
receiving the benefit of it? This being. clearly established, ha 


should not hesitate to vote for the expenditurer Much atresg’. 


bad been laid on the extravagance of: expenditure for this build. 
ing andits fixtures; but was that a solitary.case? Look at this 
city—look at the Patent Office and at the General Post Office. 
Had not the expenditures for these buildings far exceeded the 
estimates? and did not the agents go beyond the appropriations? 
If the agents of the Government had not discharged their ‘duty. 
correctly, let them be brought here and punished; but the mo- 
ney justly due by the Government should be appropriated, 
whether 1: was to gu to the poor mechanics or to the contractors, 
He hoped there would be no further discussion, and that the 
committee would at once take the question. It was suggested 
that this bill should soon pass, on account of the number of in~ 
dividuals who were suffering for want of the sums due them: 
Mr. GARRETT Da ViSaddresscd the committee in opposition 
to the appropriation; denounced the corrupt and extravagant 
expenditure which had been incurred; and charged the. collector 
with being guilty either of criminal negligence, or corrupt col: 
lusion with the contractors. y : ye 
Mr. FILLMORE said he had but a few words to sayon this 
question, as he was not disposed. to make specches;. but he 
wished to set. the committee right with regard:to a fact. It 
for “furnishing” and —= 
Mr. DAVIS. Is nota “table” “furniture?” 
alsc “furniture”? And does not the appropriation include these 
items’ 4 e 4 
Mr. FILLMORE said he did not know as to that; but on look- 
ing at the appropriation, he found that the item wae fcr “huild-. 
ing,” not for furniture, He begged the attention of the com- 
mittee to what had been gained by the rejection of the appro- 
priation in the last Congress. It appeared it was presented to 
the House on the 24th of February; that the vote was taken’ for 
“furniture? and that they ‘rejected the item, $8,000; through 
exireme economy; yet, in seven days afterwards, the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury (Mr. Ewing) approves of paying no lese a 
sum than $70,000 for this very work. Congress refused the 
$8,000 in the first instance, and by this parsimonious economy, 
they let the work go on, so as to put the country to an expense 
of ten times theamount. They had deemed it proper toc! Barge 


. Seemed to be theimpression that this appropriation was asked 


this appropriation as “extravagant,” because a case of mahog- ° 


any was included in the item; and this was called “economy? 


He had nothing to say to any officer of the Government on the - 


question now before ‘the committee; but he was Borr to say 
that the poor people were suffering from day to day. Ife there. 
fore called upon Congress to pay its honest debts, and prevent 
those honest laborers from suffering. ‘ 
+ Mr. SAUNDERS said they had the authority of the Secretary 


| of the Treasury, and of Mr. Woodbury also, late Secretary of 


the Treasury, which was foun'ed on written evidence, by which 
it appeared that Congress were called upon to make the appro- 
Priation, subject to the proviso that the contract should be fur- 
nished to the committee of the House. : 

Mr. PROFFIT said he was lately engaged in the Trensuryi 
and he could confirm the remarks. The letter stated distinctly 
“that the appropriation should not be made unless Congress 
approved. ; 

Pie FILLMORE said, at the time he had made his remarks 
in reference to the Secretary of the Treasury, (Mr. Woodbury,) 
he felt bound to say be had not read the report, an extract from 
which had now just Leen read from the Clerk’s table. His re- 
marks were based en the letter which he had yesterday read.: 
It appeared from the report that Mr. Woodbury directed that no 
expenditure should be made for futniture until an appropria- 
tion was made by Congress. It seemed that the estimates were 
submitted to Congress, and a final vote on the appropriation for 
furniture was taken on the 24th February, 1841, and rejected; 
andall this, previous to the. writing of the letter from which he 
had read yesterday, which bore date some ten days after the 3d 
March, 184]. He referred to the verbal differences in the ex- 
tract of the letter, as contained in the report and that from which 
he had read, and said he knew sot which was correct; but, as 
the letter he had read contained all of the other and more, it 
was probable that (he part of the letter in the report was an ex- 
tract from the other. t t 
Woodbury beforeread, the extract in question, stating that it 
was Gesirable that Mr. Frazee’s plan for the interior arrange- 
ment of the building should be carried into effect,-so far, es- 
pecially, as regarded the construction and arrangement of -the 
fly doors, furniture, painting, bronzing; iron work, é&c.. If he 


had drawn a wrong inference from this, he regretted it; as he; 


had ne design to do injustice to Mr. Wondbury}-but'he should 
be extremely sorry if the consequences of a mistake on hispart, 
ov the part of the architect, were to be fastened on the heads of 
the unfortunate men who did the labor. oe 

Mr. SAUNDERS said itis object was to call attention to what 
was contained in this report, and to ascertain whether it was. to 
be rclicd on as authentic. The gentleman, it seemed to him, 
had done injustice to Mr. Woodbury by saying that he ever 
gave the authority for furnishing the custom-house, further than: 
to authorize the architect to make out a list of the furniture for 
which an appropriation was to be made. If this report was to 
be relied on, while it made Hoyt as black as Milton’s. devil, it 
made Curtis still blacker. a 

Mr. FERRIS said he felt apprehensive, by the confusion Cres 
ated by the various topics ixrelevant-to this subject, which had 
been introduced into the debate, that the main-question would 
be lost sight of. He referred to various questions which were 
not the questions before the committee, and said the true ques. 
tlon was, whether they would or would not pay forthe work 
and materials which they had received, and: were enjoying as a 
part of the building, and which had been furnished by theme- 
chanics and laborers of New York? 

They were told that the building should not have been gone 
on with, unlessa regular appropriation was made; and that ap- 
propriatign not having been made, that these men were not to 
be paid.. He contended that the laborers who had done the work 
on the building should ve paid. Ifhe employed an agent to 


- transact business for him, although heshould exceed his anthoy- 


Had: the: ; 
on hatthe: ape 
propriation would have been granted, “Since-then; the debate ~ 


Is nota “desk”. 


fle again read, from the letter of Mr. 


ra 


“held out to the world as bis agent, he was 


ji sd hith, for the violation of his trust. red ; 
Ths gestion now before the House was, whether they would 
: y forthe jJabor and work done in completing a building 
whieh fied been delivered to. them, and which was now in their 
possession. This*appropriation was not for furniture, but for 
_eompletiig’ the building itself: He. understood—and if he was 
ssinformed, he wishedatly one to correct him—that $22.000 
28,000 was for work actually done on the: building. 
The remaining $6,000 might he a matter of scruple with 
“ gentlemien—822,000, “beyond -all controversy, was for 
ons under contract. He trusted that the difficulty as to 
ispured item of $6,000 or $7,000 would be remedied by the 
ment whith had'been introduced by his colleague, (Mr. 
R VELT,] proposing thats the:bill should be audited by the 
‘aécounting cfiicers of the Treasury Department before they 
were ‘paid. If this-amendment were adopted, whenever an 


- “objection was raised as ‘to the price of any of the articles, the 


‘count:wonl:! he audited hefore it was allowed, z 

Mr: Febiiefly adverted tothe arrangement made for the erec- 
tion ofthe custom-house under the direction of superintendents, 
Ahe manner of their performance, the contracts, &é. stating that 
the-iron-work for which they were now called to appropriate 
was létout to contract at the lowest rate. : 

He madean earnest appeal to the Houge to separate the 
question.of appropriation for the furniture from that now ask- 
ed for paying: the workmen of. this building. He asked the 
members of the committee whether they would take the prop- 

- erty ofthese individuals, which they now had in use, without 
‘appropriating for payment for it? Admitting that the Secreta- 
ry of thé Treasury and the commissioners of Government had 
acted wrong, who sh--uld.suffer?’ The men who had done the 
work, and were employed by law;—or should net rather the 
x ces the wrong, and punish its agents who had 
r donéit 3 : 
` Mr. Fin the course ofhis remarks, yielded the floor for ex- 
planation to Messre, BOWNE and PROFFITT. 


< Mr; EVERETT said the gentleman from North Carolina 
SAUNDERS] had called the attention of the committee to 
art of the report of Mr, Poindexter that relates to the fur- 
ing the custom-hobse, in: which a pomtof veracity is made 
; against the collector; (Mr. Curtis.) He wished to relieve the 
‘collector ftom that chatge, What, was the issue made by the 
commissioner? “In another letter (gays the repor, poze 162) 
from Mr. Curtis to. Mr; Ewing, under date April 15, 1841, he 
says: “If you will give we authority, I will proceed to fur- 
nish’ the building} pursuing the plan proposed by Mr. Frazee, 
the architect, to the late Secretary, and which was approved by 
him? ‘The accuracy of the part underscored is questioned by 
the commissioner. On the same page he says: “It also ap- 
pears by the extract of tho letter of Mr. Woodbury, given 
above, that he did not approve the plan of Mr. Frazee in eg- 
tenso, for furnishing the building, as Mr, Curuk has stated; but 
limits himeelf simply to the plau for the interior arrangement 
of the building, so far as regards the arrangement of the fiy- 
doors, furniture, and painting of the lron-work.” 
Mr. E. thought the commissioner. was not borne out even by 
the extract underscored and as quoted by him, Did Mr. Wood» 


“bury intend only to approve the arrangement of the folding. . 


doors, the arrangement of the furniture, and the arrangement 
of the: painting of tre ironwork? Without the emphasis of tlio 

` itaticising, no such: construction could have heen imagined. 
Butall doubt will be removed by the entire letter of Mr. Wood- 
bury, correctly quoted. It is as follows: 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, March 3, 1841. 
Sir: The departmen’ having caled upon the naval officer 
and surveyor at New York to report their joint views in regard 
to the difference of opinion existing between yourself and Mr. 
Hoyt, connected with the new custom-house building, they have 
accordingly complied with my request. 


In accordance with tlieic recommendations, I deem it proper 
to authorize Mr. John Frazee to be continued in the office of 
superintendent and architect of the building until the custom. 
house and the furnishing of the respective rooms shall have 
been completed. And it is desirable that Mr. Frazee’s plang 
for the interior arrangement of the building should be carried into 
effect—so far, especially, as regards the consiruction and ar- 
rangement of the fly-doors, furniture, and the painting of the 

~tron-work, i 

: © Fam; very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

; r BENI WO PDBURY, 
ie f 5s cretary of the Treasury. 

Water Bown, Esq. rad 

. Commissioner ot the New York custom-house, N. Y. 

The question at issue was, did Mr. Woodbury approve Mr. 
Frazee’s plan for furnishing the custom-house, as stated by Mr. 
Curtis? In his opinion, the affirmative was too obvivus for ar- 

fumon, He did not enter iño. the question whether Mr. 

oodbury had authorized the expenditure of the money for 
which the appropriation was asked. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT obtained the floor, and, observing that he 
thought the committee, after the debate that had taken place, 


were able to vote uiderstanding|y, said he would abstain from. 
any remarks if they would suffer the vote row to be taken. . 


If, however, the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Prorrit] insisted 
on addressing the committee, he should claim to precced. 
Cries of Squestion, question.’’] 
r. PROFF'IT signified his intention to speak. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT proceeded. He could not believe that the 
committee seriously intended to deny this appropriation. He 
thought it proper that cricicism should be indulged here in de- 
bate, in regard to the public officers; but when they came to vote, 
he could not imagine that any gentleman could go against this 
proposition, . Authority, had been given—whether right or 
wrong he would notsay—for the compietion of the building. 

The contract made by the commissioners with the biackemith 
(of which he had in his hand the origina!) provided that the 
whole iron-work required for the building should be furnished 
py the blacksmith empioyed under this contract. The work 
had been legally contracted for, and under that contract it had 
been.done; and they were now asked. not whether they would 
pay so much or not, but whether they would pay forit atah, 
‘aethe amendment-offered by him provided that the accounts 
should be audited. ¥ 
e appealed tothe committee whether, while the custom- 
ise was ‘pointed out to-strangers as a work of magnificence 
pride, they would leave-it in the power of the workmen on 

“Say that tlie iron which they had been authorized to furnish 
‘not been paid for. x" ~ 


hig acts; and, thé agent. was responsibleto him, who 


‘He was‘ satisfied that gentlemen were willing ‘to paya fair 
compensation for the labor and materials expended, and refer- 
red toar amendment which he would offer, (and which is no- 
ticed hereaster;) more effectually to guard agair.st an improper 
or €xtiavagant expenditure of this appropriation.” a 

Mr. CAVE. JOHNSON referred to. the former refusal. of 
Congress to make an appropriation for furniture for the cus- 
tom-house : aye ea co . 

Mr. ROOSEVELT reminded the gentleman that the chairman 


of the Committee of Ways and Means had stated that-this item- 


embrecedno furniture at all. 

- Mr. JOHNSON said, after this appropriation had been re- 
jected by Congress and by the Secretary of the Treasury, the 
device had been resorted to, to. fasten the desks and benches to 
the building, and thus to smuggle the appropriation for them 
through Congress, under the name. of completing the building. 
The new collector had not come to Congress for this fumi- 
ture, but had applied to the Secretary of the Treasury, and 
said that all this furniture was to be made under the old con- 
tract. 3 i + 

The building had beeu considered complete; but when it was 
found that neither Congress nor the Secretary of the Treasury 
(Mr. Woodbury) would furnish the furniture, they'were told it 
was not finished, and the furniture was taken and annexed to 
the building. rae 

Gentlemen had attempted to prove that Mr. Woodbury sanc- 
tioned the furnishing the custom-house, His letter approved 
the plan. It did not authorize an expenditure. tn the contrary, 
it expressly said that they wou!d have to wait for an appropri- 
aiion by Congress. 

In relation to the amendment of the gentleman from New 
York, [Mr. Roosevett,} providing that the Auditor should 
audit these accounts, he said he would adjust his own accounts 
before anybody else; and that he considered a sufficient answer 
for that. 

He hoped that the House, instead of making an appropria- 
tien, and authorizing an officer to audit the accounts, would 
reject it. If they sanctioned this mode of proceeding on the 
part of the contractors of the Government, there was an end of 
the powers of this House. He would noc vote for the appro- 
priation, (he was understood to say,) unless the subject came 
before them in the shape of an application for a claim from 
those who did the work. 

Mr. J. yielded to explanations from. Messrs. WOOD and 
PROFFITT. 

Mr. PROFFIT next obtained the floor, and addressed the 
committee at some length in opposition to the amendment, giy- 
ing way, in the course of his remarks, for purposes of expla- 
nation, to Messrs, FILLMORE, EVERETT, McKEON, and 
ROOSEVELT. 

Thegquestion was then taken on the amendment of Mr, 
RoosrveE rt. ani it was agreed to. 

Mr, ROOSEVELT moved to amend the amendment of the 
Senate, as thusamended, by striking out the words “sums now 
due,” and inserting, in lieu thereof, the words “such amounts 
as may be justly due;’’ and, also, by inserting. before the words 
“twenty-eight thousand two hundred dollars,” the words “not 
exceeding.” 

Which amendment was agreed to. 

And the question recurring on the amendment of the Senate, 
as thus amended— 

Mr. MERIWETHER moved to amend the amendment, by 
striking out $28 200, and inserting, in lieu thereof, $25,300, inas- 
much as part of the sum claimed was not yet due, anda part 
of it was for contingencies. He thought we had spent enough, 
io all conscience, on this custom-house; it had cost the Govern- 
menttwo millions and a quarter; he was now willing to square 
accounts, and he done with it. After this appropriation, he 
never would vote another dollar, if he lived to ke asold as Me. 
thuselah. 

After some remarks from Mr. McKEON, the amendment 
was rejected. 

The question then recurring on the Senate’s amendment as 
amended— 

Mr. BOWNE demanded teliers; which being ordered, they 
reported the vote to stand: ayes 61, noes 66, 

So the Senate’s amendment was rejected. 

The next amendment reported from the Senate was “for the 
removal of the statue of Washington, under the direction of a 
joint committee of hoth Houses of Congress, the account for 
which shall be audited and certified by said committee, a sum 
not exceeding $1,000.” 

Mr. KEIM moved to amend this by an appropriation of $3,500 
for the construction of a suitable pedestal to the statue, to be 
approved by the President and heads of departments. 

Mr. CALHOUN made some remarks totally inaudible to the 
reporter. 

Mr. KEIM referred toa letter from the Secretary of the Navy 
in explanation of the propriety of the provision proposed, He 
eaid that, were the question nsw whether we would order this 
statue or not, he should be among the first to vote in the nega- 
tive; but Congress had now spent about $40,000 upon it; it was 
here, and to leave it standing on a structure of yellow pine posts 
and boards would be a reflection on the character of the nation. 
He was for making an appropriation for the commencement 
of a durable pedestal of stone, the Gnishing of which was to 
be under the direction of the President aad the heads of de- 
partments. 


Mr. FILLMORE inquired whether Mr. Ker was a member 
of the committee who had been appointed to superintend the 
removal of the statue? 

Mr. KEIM said he was not; he had offered the resolution on 
hisright as a member of the House to propose an amendment 
to any bi before it. i 

Mr. FILLMORE said he had inguired merely to know wha- 
ther the amendment now proposed had the sanctionof the com- 
mittee, 

[A voice: No, it has not.” ] 

Mr. KEIM said that his understanding was, that, so far as 
that committee were concerned, they were willing that the s'a- 
tue, with iis wooden pedestal, shonid remain as 1$ was; much 
like a Hindoo snttee, with a marble corpse on a funeral pile. 
He hoped this would net be its fate. This was no party ques- 
tion, and the spirit of party should not be Invoked on a subject 
altogether foreign from it, The question was one of the nation- 
alcredit: whetherthe statue of Washington should remain. on 
a pedestal of yellow-pine boards scoted over with coal-dust? 

Mr. FILLMORE inquired-of the Chair whether the amend- 
ment was sufficiently congruous to the matter of the bill to ba. 
in order? 

The CHAIR ruled it to be in order. 


Mr. FILLMORE said he had received information (ihougt; 
from what soodrce he-could not now recollect) that there was 
some understanding between. the commitiee on the statve and 
Mr. Greenough, that he, being the author of the statue, should 


have the direction of the formand conetruction of the pedestal, 


Mr. PENDLETON was a member of the committee on the 
removal of the statue from its former place to that it now.oo 
cupies. He was happy to be able to inform the honorable mem- 
ber from Permsyivania (Mr. Kein) that it was ii tended that the 
present wooden pedestal of the statue was not to be permanent, 
It was a mere temporary erection to support the statue till. the 
proper. pedestal, should be constructed and substituted in. ita 
place. Various abjections had existed to the former position of 
the statue in the centre of the rotunda, and it was agreed by all 
that its location must be changed. The committee had made 
various experiments, both as to relative position and to eleva- 
tion and they had finally‘agreed on the spot where the statue 
now stands as being the mast suitable. It was the spot indicat- 
ed in the letter of Mr. Grecnongh himeeif,.as that from which 
it would be seen to mostacvantage. The committee could have 
no-understanding with Mr. Greenough as to the construction 
of the pedestal, as they had received no power on that subject; 
but they were unanimously of opinion that it would be but 
jostice to him, ag the sculptor of the statue, that he should be 
allowed to complete the whole design. He believed some cor- 
respondence had been had by the chairman of the. joint cam- 
mittee with Mr. Greenough on the subject; but of this_he was 
notsure. Hecould notimagine how the gentleman from Penn» 
sylvania could for a moment imagine it io be the intention of 
anybody that thé present wooden support of the statue should 
stand as its permanent pedestal, on which strange supposition he 
had grounded a somewhat tart criticism on the committee, 

[Several voices: “ Withdraw your amendment; that’sa good 
fellow.” } . g , 

Mr. KEIM said he could not consent to withdraw his amend- 
ment; he had rather it should be voted down. Though very 
imperfectly hear, he was understood to say that the resolution 
in regard to the statue made no designation of a sculptor to 
complete the pedesial. As to the relative merit of the sculptor 
who had executed the statue, that wasa matter he should be 
the last to canvass.. That the statue possessed very high merit, 
all, he believed,: were agree¢—conites or rermi-conites, strict 
constructionists or Jatitudinarians, Whigs or Democrats ; but 
he thought we had not taken that care of it which it deserved. 
He was for carrying out what had been begun, in such a manner 
that we might look onthe whole work with pride and pleasure. 
The House had spentsome two days tn discussing the cost of 
the furniture of & cusiom-house,and many days and large sums 
on works of fortification. This wasa moral fortification, and 
one of the most powerful description; it wasa national altar, 
before which all patriotic hearts must be ready to sacrifice 
every narrow and party feeling. He hoped the amendment 
would be adopted, and then Mr. Greenough would no doubt be 
allowed a fair chance of competition with others in furnishing 
the design. i pa 

Mr. ADAMS said he should have been disposed to votë for the 
amendment, but for the closing remark just made by the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania. If Mr. &, had any knowledge of the 
just and honorable feelings of an artist like Greenough, he 
would prefer an order should be passed by the House to with- 
draw the entire compensation already made him for his labor 
on the statue, to having a competition set up between himself 
and some other artist for the furnishing of the pedestal on 
which it was to stand. Could he enter‘ain such a proposition 
with indifference, Mr. A. should not feel willing to vote him aa 
many units for his work as Congress had paid him thousands, 
Mr. A. had heard a rumor, months ago, that there was some plan 
on foot for employing another artist on the pedestal. And he 
did personally know that the sensation produced by it among 
the friends of Mr. Greenough was such (and he fully partici- 
pated in it) that he believed they would prefer to see the 
statue share the fate which had fal'on upon another statue of 
the same man by an artist of equally transcendent talents, fhe 
was understood to allude to. Canova’s, which was burned in the 
capitol! at Raleigh,|tohaving him exposed to an indignity so 
mortifying as the calling in of another to finish what he had 
begun. Mr. A. bad no intention of derogating from the merits 
of any artist who might be in the view of the mover of this 
amendinent, or of other gentlemen; but he hoped Mr. Green- 
ough would be allowed to complete his own work, and that 
for this further tabor he would be properly compensated. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL made some inquiries of Mr. PENDLE- 
Ton, nota word of which reached the reporter. 


Mr. PENDLETON feminded Mr. InargsoLL that he had 
never attended the meetings of the committee, though a mem- 
ber of it, or he would have known that they had no power of 
contractivg with Mr. Greenough or any other sculptor: they 
were empowered merely to have the statue placed in a proper 
spot in the rotundo, nook 

Mr. INGERSOLL rejoined, but still in, the same faint voice. 

Mr. PENDLETON said, ifany private arrangement had been 

lready made, then there was no need of adopting this amend- 
hasnt. Mr. Greenough had made some suggestions as to the 
proper mode of constructing the pedestal for his statue; and Mr. 
P. thought he ought to be allowed to manage that matter in his 
own way. 

Mr, JOSEPH R. INGERSOLL observed that there seemed 
to he some misconerption on the subject of the amendment. 
When the statue arrived from Ttaly, Congress had not beer in 
session; and the Secretary of the Navy considered himself 
bound, as it had been brougiat in a public ship, to take charge 
and custody of it u!l Congress should determine what should 
be done. He had, accordingiy, caused itto be removed from 
the navy yard—wiiere it was first landed—to the rotundo of the 
Capitol; an operation which had been performed with admi- 
rable skill and care, and with complete success. The statue 
had been placed in the centre of the rotundo, in a spot which 
had been previously prepared to receive so greata weight, by 
the erection, in the story, below, of a mass of solid mason- 
work reaching up to and supporting the floor of the apart- 
ment. The Secretary had not only thus taken a temporary 
charge of this magnificent werk of art, but had gone a step for- 
ther, asd had given directions (cot final, not irrevocable) to the 
sculptor Pettrich to prepare the design of a suitable pedestal. 
These directions were preparatory merely; and not such as to 
interfere, in any way. with the rights of Mr. Greenough, if he 
had righisin the case. Thus the matter now stood Mr. Pettrich 
had entered into a contract to make ibe preparatery arrange- 
ments for execnting a pedestal tn the statue. These could do 


- no harm, should Mr. Greenough claim to-execule that work 


with his own hand, Mr, I. knew that when the committee gave 


w 


r was.there any ground to’fear that his 
nterfered with.. : 


n’public. These exhibitions had been made chiefly 
he countenance and under the munificent patronage 
of the honorable gentleman’s (Mr. 1.’s) colleague, who had 
ed the present amendment—a gentleman long distinguished 
by:his-love of the fine arts, and the noble liberality with which 
he encouraged them, A statue by Pettrich had been exhibited | 
in this city atthe studio of that modest artist, which did very 
great. credit a8 well to his talent as an artist as to the taste and 
judgment of the gentleman who had brought him into public 
notice, “Every one who had seen it would at once remember 
the statue ‘of the Fisherman’s Daughter. It had sinee been ex- 
hibited in Philadelphia, where it had attracted similar admira- 
tion. Pettrich was'a man of education; in which respect he 
bad- greatly the advantage of his master, Thorwaldsen, who 
was so entirely illiterate a8 not to be able even to read or write, 
Hut.who showed an inspiration in relation to his art which 
placed him at least, ona level with Chauntry and Canova, parti- 
cipants With himself.in the highest fame of modern times. His 
student, Pettrich, wasan educated man, very modest and unas- 
suming, and who had manifesied, hy his works exhibited in this 
cotintry, that: he possessed, in a large degree, both genius and 
industry; aid since genius and talent belonged to na clime and 
no-country, but were the common treasure and possession of ` 
mankind at large, Mr. I. did not perceive but that a foreigner 
might with as much propriety be invited to producea design 
fora great public work, as one who happened to be born on 
‘Our-own soil, But, as to any hostile interference with the rights 
or claims of Mr. Greenough, Mr. I. was perfectly confident that: 
no such thing was ever thought of. ve 

Mr. WISE wished to-inqnire of the committee who had 
charge of this.statue whether the pedestal was not, in strictness, 
a part of the statue?—and whether Mr. Greenough was not 
bound to complete it ag such, for the compensacion already al. 
lowed him. _ 

Mr. PENDLETON said that the committee had nothing to do 
with that question. Their sole duty wasas to the location of the 
statue. ` 

Mr, WISE said that it was a necessary part of the statue, or it 
wasnot; and Mr, Greenough was bound to furnish itas such, or 
he wasnot. if it was a part of the statue, then Mr. Greenough 
‘was already under agreement to furnish it, and he might claim 
it as.his right; but to Mr. W, it seemed something like Jewing 
fhe Government to send them an incomplete thing, and then 
claim to do the residue for a new compensation. If the statue 
was a separate work, then that was completed, and Congress 
were at perfect liberty to employ somebody else to make a 
pedestal for it. It might be fair enough, however, to allow 
Greenough to illustrate hisown work. But Mr, W. hada fur- 
theringuiry to put, viz: whether the statue itself had yet been 
formally and officially accepted by the Government of the Uni- 
ted States? 

. {Mri Penpteton made the same response as before. } 


throug! 


i W said he thought that ought to have been a preliminary 
inquiry, before any thing further was done. Was it the wish of 
this Government that an image--a personification such as 
that—should be erected in the rotundo ‘of the Capitol of the 
United States, or thate statue of George Washington should be 
placed there? My, W. did not profess to be a man of any taste 
at all, let alone a man of exquisite taste ane judgment in the 
fine arts; but, speaking asan American citizen, he must say that 
that was not the conception of George Washington which had 
any place in his mind. 

‘He had been told, by those who had far higher claims to speak 
on subjects like this, that to look upon that piece of sculpture 
made the blood to thrill in one’s veins. All Mr. W. could say 
was, that it never had had any such effect upon him : possibly 
because he had never looked long enough upon itat any one 
time. He must.confess it had on him much the same effect as 
it had produced on a gentleman of Maryland, one of the olden 
time, a gentleman of the oldschool, who, having heard so much 
said of this statue, mounted his horse and rode a long distance 
purposely to look at it. Having hitched his horse before the 
Capitol, he mounted the steps and entered the rotundo, where, 
after looking at the statue for a few seconds, turned from it, ag 
he'said the father of his country would do, who was the most 
modest of men. What was it buta plagiarism from the hea- 
then mythology, to represent a Christian herol—a Jupiter To- 
nans, or Jupiter Stator, in place of an American hero and 
sagel-—a naked statue of George Washington! of a man whose 
skin had piobabiy never been looked upon by any living, It 
might possibly suit modern Halian taste ; but certainly it did 
not the American taste. Then there was that inseriptioa‘on 
the. back—“ SIMULARCRUM istup.” A Latin inecription on 
Washington! Never had there so noble aad so just a eulogi- 
um been pronounced upon the man ae thatnow common in the 
mouth ofevery American : “ First in war—first in peace—first 
in the hearis of his countrymen.” That would have been the 
motto for American ears; and nota Latin inscription, and that 
bad Latin to boot : yes, bad Latin written in Faiy ! 

Mr. FILLMORE here interposed and called Mr. Wrax to or- 
der for irrelevancy. Ifthe House was togo into a critical dis- 
quisition of the merits of the statue, the bill would never be got 
throngh with. 

The CHAIR ruled Mr. „W 
ceeded. 

Mr. WISE said he would vote to spend no more on this statue 
till he first knew whether it had been accepted by the Govern- 
ment. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he presumed there was very litle | 
doubt of that. k 

After some criticisms on the tse of the imperfect tense 
“faciebat” for “fecit? Mr. WISE said he had submitted a 
transcript of the entire inscription te one of the mest compe- 
tent critics in this country, who replied that it would not bear 
examination, 

There was scarce one of the specimens of sculpture or paint- 
ing in the rotundo which had not been dubbed with some dis- 
graceful epithet, or ben made the subject of some pungent 


ise to be in order, and he pro- 


K. 


Dashing BOTT 


sented the old world coming to-the new, and the new wélcem- 


ing the old, and giving it corn; but in the next was the. yepre- - 


sentation-.of a treaty,.in which. the shite man cheated the. 
Indian! Then came Smith saved by Pocahontas from death; 
and in the very next panel was Boon murdering: two Indians! 
“We give you corn, you cheat us of our lands; we save your 
life, you take ours” A pretty faithful history of our dealing 
- with the nativetribes !. Phen as to the painting of the Decla. 
ration. of Independence, everybody remembered. John Ran: 
dolph’s nickname of “ihe shin-piece.”. And who could forget 
the bitter criticism of Burgés, on the representation .of Boon, 
“that it very truly represented ourdealing with the Indians, for 
we had not left them even a place to die upon.”. (The whole 
ground in that panel being occupied by the body of the. Indian 


already despatched, so that when the other fell he must He on © 


the body of hiscountryman.) What would he havesgaid of this 
statue of Washington? _ j 5 

A countryman, entering the rotundo by the Library docr, and 
seeing the back of the siatue, would very naturally ask, Whe 
is this? and, Jooking at the inscription, would say to himself, 
Simul Acrum! Who is Simul Acrum? [A laugh.}] But the 
next word [istud] would tell him.. [Increased merriment.] It 
wasoffensive. Mr, W.’s objection to the statué was, that it 


was not American—it was not Christian; it belonged to another: 


age and country. Mr, W. made some remark here about the 
position of the one hand, as il hoiding up the clouds—za position 
better suited to “the cloud compelling Jove’’-—and to the gra 
cious surrender of his sword with the other, which some trish- 
man had mistaken for a harp. He also very sharply criticised 
the lefishin, and seemed nv better pieased with the naked feet 
and the sandals. When s:anding at right angies tu the statue, 
what was the idea it presented? Not that of one seated on a 
throne—that, would not be tolerated here; some had thoughtit 
was a garden chair; bat Mr..W. should say it was something 
else that he was sitting on—a-throne belonging to an unmen- 
tionable temple. n 

Mr. W. said he knew all this was dangerous ground to take; 
he was no artist—on the contrary, in works of art he was a per- 
fect ignoramus, [A voice: “Never a truer word.”] He spoke 
from the untutored taste of nature and ofan American citizen, 
who had been taught from his cradle to veneratc everything, 
little or great, which pertained to the greatest mon that ever 
lived. He preferred seeing Washington as Hudoo had repre- 
sented himin the statue in the capitol at Richmond—in a lapel- 
led coat an military boots, with epanieis and a ewoid by his 
side. Persico, the sculptor, had told him this aneedote. When 
he had visited Richmond, he had gone to sese the statne. Now 
Persico, although an Italian, gesticulated with all the extrava- 
gance of a Frenchmans and a3 ko stood looking atitin almi- 
ration of the beautiful head, expressed-by gestures his abhor- 
rence of the dress and figure, and his wish that the headwon}d 
be cut off and preserved, while the test was destrayed, A. Vir- 
ginia sentinel, who was always on guard in the space before the 
statue, seeing a foreigner making signs to show his wish to cut 
off Washingtor’s head, very uncercinoniously stepped vp to 
him, sayIng: “Theres the dour! begone.” So, in regard to 
this statue of Greenough; if the head contd be preserved, Mr. 
W. would vote to throw the body into. the Potomac, to hide it 
from the eyes of all the world, lest the world should think that 
that was the peaple’s conception of their nation’s father. 

Mr. MORGAN called for the reading cf Mr. Greenonch’s 
letter in relation to the pedestal and location of the statue; and 
it was read accordingly. 

‘The question was then taken on the amendment of Mr. KEIM, 
and decided in the negative. 

The Senate’s amendment was then agreed to. 

The nextamendment by the Senate, viz: fur the expense of 
issuing Treasury notes, &c. was concurred in. 

The next was that increasing the sum allowed for examining 
Baht houses ane forsuperintendents’ commissions, from $4,000 
to 611,215, 

Which, on motion of Mr. FILLMORE, was non-concurred in. 

{While this tem was under consideration, Mr. GWIN pro- 
posed the following. - ` 

Jn line 778, strike out $11,215 and insert “69.000; of which the 
sum of $5,000 shail be applied towards the erection of a light- 


house on St. Joseph’s island, situaicd in Lake Borgne, and ly- . 
y 


ing between the mouth of Pearl river and the bay of 

The amendment wasruled out of order. 

Mr. GWIN stated that he had offered the amendment in ac- 
cordance with the instructions from the Legislature of Missis- 
sippi, which had been received since the passage of this bill 
through the ffouse. He had had no other opportunity of bring- 
ing the subject before the House. He had doubts whether it 
was inorder when he made the motion; and be would en- 
deavor on some other occasion, during the session, to carry cut 
the views of his constituents on this sabject.] 

The House also non-concurred in the uie’s proviso discon: 
tinning the superintendenvs comm How 
shouldamountto $1,000 or upw 
perform the duty of superintendenis. 

The next amendment proposed by the S: 
tout the appropriation ‘for or 
i Republicof New Grenada $4,500,” ene 
charges des affaires 
š andhalf outfit to charge Vaftuire. 

Mr. ADAMS moved to am 
the charge to Holland, (Bir. 
why this appropriation had 
2 believed it was a deviat 
? tice in the case of the transfer of ministe 
* another. 

Mr. A. here went into 3 history 
tice of the Government in 

under the act of July, 176 


Louis.” 


for onifits 

d New Grenada, 
EF 

fall owtit to 
uld net see 


Sinner 


iN 


remarked, on the full recogiuon, 
act, of the power conferred on the 


States, by the Constitution, to appo: 
tersabroad. The act v eral; 

ame. but 
it cdraitied the power ef the Presi 
person to serve the United 
restricted as to the s 


Criticism. The. Indians, when Icoking at the representations of 
their, fellow-aborigines, had observed, with much caustic 
shrewdness, thatthe first, over the door of entrance, repre i 


$40.060. The act limited the 

exclusive of outfit; of a charge to 
$1,359. Inthe early construcion g 
was conceded tothe discretion of the President; and c 
administration of General Washington and his sues 
a minister was transferred, he was allowed but half aa outfit, 
Mr. A. gave an account of the operation of chisru’e in his own 
case, When minister-rendent at tha Hague, and subsequentiy 


appointed mibister plenipotentiary. 
he was allowed half'an outfit) anda 
: in which, case, he got no onsfit.whatevs j 
the case of Mr. Murray, ‘who, from-being 
‘Hague, wassentto negotiate a treaty wiih Pra 
allowed but halfan outfit, but was dissatisfied 
turn, claimed a fulloatfit as of right; which claim 


by Mr. Jefferson.» ‘ : : fee 
__ From that day tø this, the practice had regularly. toal 
in cases‘of transfer, full outfit.. Mr. Hughes Kad -ae stron 
fiot p etrooger claim to this “allowance, than’ Mr. Murray ha 
is days* ER Fite , ; 
Hisright was as good on equitable grounds ason the ground 
of precedent. Ife had served for ten or ‘twelve years in other - 
foreigh stations, and had’ always shown himself a faithful pin. 
Jic servant, as Mr. A. bad no doubt he ever would'sé Jongashe” 
was intrusted with public duty. In point of justice and: fàire 
ness, he was entitled toa full outfit, Jt was too’small a business 
to cut off half the ordinary allowance granted.in all other cases, 
This gentieman had been at the Hague before, ‘In 1829-Mr. A, 
had received a particular request, under the hand ofthe King-of 
Holland himself, that Mr. Hughes, then a charge, might be rate. 
ed to the rank of a full minister. This was ata time when the 
friendship of the King of Holland was of more consequence to 
the United Siates than it ever had been before, or was likely 
ever to beagain; that monarch having been appointed umpire 
between the United States and Great Britain én the question of 
the Northeastern boundary. In consequence of the request of 
the King (not indeed made officially, but in a way which: had 
equal force with him) Mr, A. had nominated Mr. Hughes fo the 
Senate for the appointment of full minister, but it was during | 
the last session cf his administration. 2 ESENTA 


The Senate took care to reserve for his successor. the. appoint: J 


` mentof all the persons they. could: postpone, not acting onany F 


ofhis nominations, or on very few. General Jackson didnot 
ominate Mr. Hughes, and, when the question of boundary was} 
submitted to the King of Holland, as umpire, ail knew what the, 
consequence had been. Without saying a word to the dispar” 
agement of the minister sent, Mr. A. would only remark that 
he was wholly unacquainted with the language, and of course! 
his personal intercourse at the court must have been very nari 
row and confined; and he had not, in the personal feelings of the: 
King, that powerful source of influence which Mr. Hughes! 
might have wielded for the benefit of thiscountry, at thatim4 
portant juncture, : 

Mr. A. reminded the House that he had manifested a disposi 
tion to reduce the number of onr missions abroad; but, afier a 
conference between the Committee on Foreign Aflairsand the 
secretary of Sate, they had concluded to support the estimates 
from the department without reduction.” Te thought that jus” 
tice to the individual, as well as true econouiy to the public ex- 
penditures, required that no such slight should be shown to this 
gentleman as fo the reduction of his. allowance to half the usual 
amount. x a 


The expenditures for foreign intercourse were among those 
which hadexperienced the least increase ofany, from the found- 
ation of the Government till now. The salaries were the 
same that they had been since 1790: The universal experience 
ofall engaged in foreign service was, that the allowance was 
too small; n placed our ministers abroad on a footing practicat- 
ly inferior to those with whom they had constantly to associ- 
ate. So impressed had the Committee on Foreign affairs been 
with this fact, that they had introduced a bill increasing the sal- 
aries of ministers abroad 50 per cent., or more, . K 

The effect of the present system was, either that minis- 
ters left their posts,and returned home to recruit their circum- 
stances, —and if so, more outfits had to be paid—or that the ap- 
pointments were beld only by men of fortune, who could afford 
to spend the requisite amount to render them respected out of 
their personal purse. : : ee 

Mr. JONES, of Virginia, opposed the amendment. | As to 
the force of precedent, that, it appeared, according to the gen- 
tleman’s own statement, went both ways. In his own case, 
under Washington, but balf the outfit had been allowed, and > 
this continued own to the days of Jefferson ; since then, the 
practice had been the other way. Now the House could not be 
governed. by precedent both ways. N £ 

After some explanations jrom Mr. Abams and Mr. Inogn- . 
SOLL as to what the mission really was, which Mr. I. did not 
seem very accurately to understand, he proceeded to observer | 
that he was willing to make Me. Hughes some allowance in | 
consequence of the transfer; but he thought a full outfit far too ! 
much: indeed, halfthat sum was an enarmous allowance for 
the expenses of removing from Steckholm lo the Hague. 

Mr. HOLMES supported the amendment. The allowance 
snot for the expenses of rem only, but for the new 
ister at new station. When Mr, 
Hog went to Stockholm, he had been allowed an outfit. 
What for? Por the purchase of furniture and expenses inci- 
ilto histstablishment as the representative of his country 
sign court. And was he not unser just the same. need 
owl Did the gentleman suppose his old furniture would 


i 
j 
į 
+ 


tn 
him twelve years, and then do tobe carried to Holland? 
But ihe appropriation rested on higher considerations, Con» 
society of courts was known to be, an important 
ht be frustrated for want ofthe means to give 
hose entertainments, and perform those other influential acts, 
which were in use by others. There was much in the appear- 
ance ofa minister. Mech was done atthe dinner table toward 
ing hisinfluence. Let not gentiemen smile at such art 


of poor human nature, he granted the money. 
ring to send representatives of our interests to 
je. should we stand for so paltry a sum as 
Mr. H. was for economy, bu} net such twopenny 


Mr. THOMPSON, of M ppi, from the Committee on the 
Puhbtic Lands, reported the following Senate bills, viz: 

An act to. anthorize Chapman Levy to purchase asa pre- 
emption a certain quarter section of land, now occupied by 
him, atthe minimum price per acre; and . 

Anact to remove the office of surveyor general, and to change 
the location of the land office in the Greensburg district, in the 
State of Lonisiana; which were committed, 

And thea the House adioumed. 
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+ Me. SMITH, of Indiana, took the chair at 12 o'clock, at the 

‘Fequest of the. President pro tem., who was too much indisposed 

to occupy the chair, aa ; - 

, Mr. GRAHAM, from the Committee on Claims, to which had 

” been referred House bill for the reliefof Archibaid McCallum, 
reported she same back, with an amendment. - 

Mr. CALHOUN presented a memorial from the chamber of 
commerce of Charleston, praying that no alteration may be made 
in ‘the great southern mail between Boston and New Orleans; 
which it seemed was proposed to be changed from the railroad 
and steamboat conveyance, via Virginia, the Carolinas, Geor- 

» gia, and. Alabama, to the Mississippi route, via Washington, 
Pittsburgh, or Wheeling, thence on steamboat down the Missis- 

:sippi, to New Orleans: referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, 

‘> Messrs. KING and CALHOUN madesome remarks relative 
to the time which was alleged would be saved by the p-ropsed 
change, doubting ihat such a saving would-be effected, as was 
understood; they called the attention of the Commitice oa the 
Post. Office and Post Roads to the subject. : 

“Mr. CALHOUN also presented a petition from Captain L. 
Morris, praying the aid of the Government in the construction 
and equipment of asteam-vessel, to be engaged in the transport: 
ation of the mail from Charleston, Soush Carolina, to Havana, 

~ in-the island of Cuba: referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. a 

Mr. WOODBURY remarked that there wasa resolution on 
the table, submitted by him, proposing to refer the eubject of 
the tonnage and commerce to the Committee on Commerce. If 
no Senator wished to debate the resolution, he would move to 
have it taken up and passed. But he would not make the mo. 
tion, if any Séaatur desired to speak on it, and was not pre- 
pared to do se then. 

«Mr. HUNTINGTON preferred that the resolution should 
He on the table for the present. The Senator from Maine, (Mr. 
Evans] expressed a wish, afew days ago, to speak on the reso- 

` ution, He was not now in his seat. 

* Mr. WOODBURY consequently did not press a motion to 
take up the resolution. 

Mr. MOREHEAD, from the Committee on Indian. Affairs, 
to which had been referred the joint resolution of the House to 

“continue the employment of the two clerks in the Indian bu- 
reau, in the business of reservations and grants under Indian 
treaties, reported the same back, without amendment, 

Mr. SEVIER said he was at the War Department a day or 
two ago, and he was told that the law authorizing the appoint. 
ment of those clerks had expired. It was desirable that those 
clerks should be cuntinued for two years longer; and he hoped 
that the resolution would be disposed of without delay. 

The resolution was then taken up as in committee of the 
whole, considered, reported to the Senate, and ordered to a third 
reading; and, 

On motion of Mr. WILITE, the resolution was then read the 
the time, and passed. 

T. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from a large num- 
ber or citizens of Sangamon.county, Ilinois, praying that Con- 
gress will establish, by law, a tariff of duties, such as to prevent 
excessive importations of goods, and excessive exportations of 
specie; to create a home market for agticultgral productions, a 
home demand for the skill and industry of gur people; to raise 

_ Tevenue enough to relieve the nation from bt, and to support 
the Government; and so to foster our manufactures as to make 
our nation prosperous in peace and independent in war: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Manufac'ures, 

Mr. B. also presented a memorial from citizens of Pennsyl- 
vania, complaining of the deleterious effects, on every branch of 

_ interest, of the compromise act; and asking Congress to estab- 
lish such a tariff as will give protection to the manufacturers of 
the country, and enable them to endure foreign competition: 
referred to the Committee on Manufactures, 


THE FINE ON GENERAL JACKSON. 


Mr. LINN said, if it was now in order, he would call up the 
bill to indemnify General Jackson for the $1,000 fine imposed 
on him by Judge Hall, of Louisiana, in 1815, while in the dis- 
charge of his official duty, 

The CHAIR replied that it was in order. 

Mr. LINN moved to postpone all previous orders on the cal- 
endar, for the purpose of taking up that bill, and demanded the 
yeas and nays on the motion; which were ordered, They were 
taken, and resulted—yeas 19, nays 18, as follows: 

YGAS—Messis, Bagby. Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, Fakon, 
Henderson, King, Linn, McRoberts, Merrick, Rives, Sevier, 
Şargeon, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, and 

oung—19. ` 

NAYS—Meesrs. Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Choate, Clayton, 
Crafts. Crittenden, Evans, Graham, Huntington, Miller, More- 
head, Phelps, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, White, 
aad Woodbridge 18 

The bili was then taken up asin committee of the whole. 

Mr LINN said it was not his intention to consume ten minutes 
of the time of the Senate in the discussion of the bill. _ The Ju- 
diciary Committee, it seemed, made a report on the bill; but it 
did notexactly make a report against it. 

Mr. Linn then read the report as follows: 


“That the eaid hill provides for the ascertainment, by the pro- 
per accounting officers, and payment to Major General Andrew 
Jackson, of the amount of the penalty or damages awarded by 
the district judge of the United States at New Orleans in 1815 
against Major General Andrew Jackson, then commanier-in- 
chief of that district, for official acts in that capacity, and paid 
by him at that time, and for the payment to him of that sum, 
with interest at six per centum per annum. . 

“The memorials referred to pray the remission by Congress 
ofa fine and costs which the memorialists believe to be unjust, 
andto have been imposed upon General Jackson in conse 
quence of his having declared martial law at New Orleans in 
1815 


“The resolutions of the General Assembly of Ohio instruct 
their Senators, and request their Representatives, to urge the 

assago ofa law refunding to General Andrew Jackson, with 
interest and costs, the Aae of one thousand dollars imposed on 
him by the judge of the Louisiana district in 1815, for an alleged 
offence against-the authority of said judge. No evidence in 
support of this bill, or of these memorials and resolutions, has 
been laid before the committee. 

“The claim is for the repayment to General Jackson ofasum 
of money, with interest, received from him in 1815, It is not 


made by General Jackson, or by any person appearing to be 
‘authorized in his behalf; and the allowance of a claim so pre- 
sented, it is believed, would be without precedent, and would 
be itselfan. unwise one. . 

“It is proposed, moreover, to repay asum of money received 
by the United States many years ago, for a fine, or penalty, or 
damages, without any evidence whatever, to show for what cause, 
or under what circnmstances, the same wasim posed, inflicted, or 
awarded. The committee have been furnished with no evidence 
on which they can undertake to decide whether this money onght 
or ought not to be repaid. They have no information on the 
subject, except from common report, which iscontradictory in 
some important particulars; and they have not believed that it 
constitutes a species of evidence on which Congress would be 
authorized to maxe an appropriation of public money. 

“Without, therefore, in the absence of allevidence on the sub- 
ject, intending to express any opinion on the propriety of legis- 
lation by Congress upon this case when the facts shall have been 
ascertained and proved, the committee are unable to recom- 
mend the passing of the bill, but report it to the Senate for their 
determination.” e 

Mr. LINN, in continuation, observed, tbat the first objection 
started against the bill was, that ex-President Jackson did not 
hingself ask to have the money refunded, and that was very un- 
usnal here. He would reply to that, by asking the committee 
who had awplied for the grant to General ffarrison’s family— 
the first. civil pension granted by this Government to any indi- 
vidual for civil services? He had presumed that the factof the 
infliction of this fine on General Jackson was a matter of gen- 
eral notoriety, and that the circumstances were all so fully 
known, that no individual pretending td have the least acquaint- 
ance with the history of the country could be unacquainted 
with them, or refnain in the least doubt as to the manner in 
which the fine was inflicted. The only reason which could in- 
duce any doubt of the propriety of this bill would have been, 
whether G neral Jackson would take the money if granted by 
Congress; but that was now removed. And as to what kind of 
testimony would he requisite to prove that he had paid the mo- 
ney he would ask any one in the United States whether he 
would desire better testimony than that of General Jackson 
himself? Ali know the fine was paid by some one: gentlemen 
had, however, imagined it was not paid by General Jackson, If 
any proof were wanted of that, he had the testimony which any 
gentleman who desired might see—ii was the word of General 
Jackson himself, independent of abundance of other evidence. 
As there could no longer be any doubt on that point, he sup- 
posed the only question would be as to precedent. Of this, too, 
be could adduce abundance of testimony, if gentlemen wanted 
it. He could refer to plenty of evidence of that kind. Fe did 
not believe gentemen knew how much of such evidence he 
could furnish, 

It would be useless for him to go into a history of the pubtic 
life of General Jackson in support of this claim. It was known 
r every one—none doubted the propriety of refunding this 

ne. 

Mr. BERRIEN said he was desirous, as a member of the 
Judiciary Committee, to whom this bill had been referred, to be 
putin possession of further evidence. He believed there was 
every disposition on the part of all the members of that com- 
mittee to acknowledge the distinguished services rendered by 
General Jackson; but whena claim came to be presented to 
the American Senate for the payment of a sum of money from 
the publié Treasury, it was necessary that that claim should be 
decided upon by certain rules, which were of universal appli- 
cation. An application had been made on behaif of General 
Jackson, by certain citizens of the county of Philadelphia; and 
the application had been seconded hy resolutions of the Legis« 
lature uf Ohio, instructing their Senators to endeavor to procure 
the payment of the sum claimed. The matter was referred to 
the Judiciary Committee, for the purpose of ascertaining 
whether there were any legal grounds upon which Congress 
would be justified in appropriating the money out of the Treasn- 


ry ofthe United States, If this had not been the object, he could 
conceive of no motive whatever for the reference of the subject 
to that committee, Iwasa committee instituted for the purpose 
of inquiring into the principles of law applicable to the several 
subjects referred to them. Upon an examination of this claim, 
they found, in the first place, that there had been, in fact, no 
claim presented on the part of General Jackson. He, himeelf, 
had not asked that the money should be refunded. He would 
ask, then, was it consistent with propriety, or within ‘the 


spirit of any rule by which Congress was governed in mat-` 


ters of this mature, that they should grant an application of 
this sart, not made on behalf of the individual to be benefited? 
The allowance made to the family of General Harrison 
had been stated as a precedent; but that was entirely a different 
case. General Harrison was an officer of the General Govern- 
ment, dying at the seat of Government, while in the discharge 
of his official duties. This necessarily forced itself upon the 
consideration ofthe American Congress, and resulted in a grant 
being made to the bereaved family, as was highly creditable and 
proper. But here was a transaction of five orsix and twenty 
years’ standing, where money, under a judgment of one of the 
courts of this Union, had been collected and paid into the Treas» 
ury of the United Siates: and Congress was now called upon at 
this late period, without any application on the part of the indi- 
vidual who istohe benefited, by this bill to refund the money; 
and in the absence of any evidence whatever upon which to 
found a decision as to the propriety of granting thesum claim- 
ed. He would ask, under what circumstancescould the Judi- 
ciary Committee possibly recommend the passage ofthis bil} 
with reference to any legal consideration? It was said that no 
man acquainted with the history of hiscouniry could be jeno. 
rant of the circumstance of the imposition of the fine. This 
was true; and the committee were perfectly willing to take 
uetice of the iact. But under what circumstances was it that 
the fine was imposed? And what were the specific reasons 
for the repayment of the money? These were questions upon 
which the committee required some tangible evidence. In re- 
gard to thestarements which were abroad, ard in the posses- 
sion of every one, they were too uncertain, and too contradicto 
ry in themselves, to be taken asa foundation for the decision of 
a committee ofthe Senate. The facts should be brought spe- 
cifically beferé them. There should be an exemplification of 
the record of the trialin question when the fine was im- 
posed. He (Ar. B.) was aware of the general features of the 
case ; but that was hot sufficient for him, acting as a mem- 
berofacommittee. He was aware tht the fine had been im- 
posed for an alleged contempt on the part of General Jackson, 
in tlie imprisonment of Judge Hall, who had issued a writ of 
naveas corpus in behalfofa person who was in custody of the 


mennina 


be rater 
military authorities. But, in order to authorize the finding o 
report by the Judiciary Committee in favor of paying this stim 
of money out of the national Treasury, it was necessary to ind | 
quire into the legality of the whole proceedings relating to tha: 
case, And he wouldask, ifthe statements in the public news 
papers were sufficient evidence? Jie apprehended that if the 
committee, in the case ofany private individual, had come “be: 
fore the Senate with a report resting merely upon contempora: 
neous periodical publications, or general rumor, or alleged no. 
toriéty, such report would have been at once rejected by the.” 
Senate," The committee abstained,. therefore, from expressing 
any opinion as tothe merits of the claim; and asit had not deen / 
sustained by proper evidence, they found themselves unable to 
recommend the passage of the bill. . 5. 
Mr. WALKER said that he, as a member of the Judiciary 
Committee, did not concur iu the report of that committee. It. : 
would be recollected that when the Senator from Ohio intro. 
duced this bill, he (Mr. Wanker) had united with him, both. 
by the remarks which he had made in the Senate, and by hig 
vote, in the proposition for instructing the committee to report 
immediately upon the subject. He was anxious thatthe mat. 
ter should be acted upon by the committee at as early a period 
as possible. The subject, however, had unfortunately been ` 
taken up by the committee, and a report agreed upon atatime ` 
when he (Mr. W.) was confined by illness, not only to his house, © 
but to his bed; nor was he aware that a renort had been agreed 
upon, until he saw it upon the table. If he had known that the 
subject was to be taken up atthai time, he would have asked the 
privilege of makinga minority report, setting forth the facts of 
the case. He did not concur in any part of the report which + 
had been made The objections against granting the mone 
were, it seemed, in the first place, that General Jackson had not 
himself asked for iv. He (Mr. W.) could not but express hia 
astonishment that the Senator from Georgia could have the 
heart to make such an objection. As that fine had been un- 
justly imposed, and the money extracted from the pocket of 
General Jackson for doing an act which deserved not punish. 
mont, but the thanks of the whole country, was it not a matter? | 


of undeniable justice that the money should be refunded? But | 


the Senator was not willing that it should be granted until that 
venerable hero himself should come forward, in the attitude of 
supplication, and humbly request of each individual member | 
of this body thathe might be permitted to receive that to which 
he was so justly entitled. If this was the way in which an act \ 
of justice was to be done, only on condition that Gen, Jackson 
would submit to the degradation of approaching the Senate : 
| 
| 


like a suppliant, with hat in haud, he could assure honoras 
bie Senators that it would never take place. Was this required * 
in the case of the allowance granted to the family of General 
Harrison? Was there any petition from his beirs or represente 
atives? He believed that, if such a thiag had been even sug- . 
gésted as the requirementof such petition, it would not have 
been seriously entertained fora moment. He, (Mr. WALKER) 
on that occasion, had nu hesitation in giving his vote fearlessly 
and honestly in favor of the grant. But he appealed to the Sen- | 
ator from Georgia to say what he would have thought if those 
on the other side had urged it as an objec:ion, upon that occa- . 
sion, that there was no petition from any individual for the pay» 
ment of the. money. ; 
Well, what was the other objection? That the committee 
were ignorant of the facts of the case. Why, Mr. President, 3 
you might as well tell me that you are ignorant of the fact of, 
the battle of New Orleuns having been fought and won. Itis : 
matter of history; and no committee of this or any other house — 
would think of taking testimony upon such a subject as this, 
when itis as clearly established ay any historical fact that Gen, 
Jackson paid this fine It had been so asserted, not by one his- 
torian alone, but by at least five, whose distinct accounts had 
been published in books and spread before the American people. 
The committee, if they desired to ascertain the facts, had 
only to go to the library of Congress, and there they would 
have found ihe whole record certified by the clerk of the court; 
a complete and circumstantial account, extracted from the judi } 
cial record of all the proceedings in the case, including the writ | 
of habeas corpus, the charges preferred, the mode and manner 
of tria}; the defence preferred by General Jackson, the amount 
of the fine, and the paymentof the money. It is all matter of 
history, as well as matter of judicial record; and 1 will venture 
to say that no man wi'l rise and assert that he believes the 
records have been umruly published. We cannot vote down | 
this bill, then, On the ground that alt do not know the facts. No 
man can place his hand on his heart, and say conscientiously } 
that he does not know them. Now, Mr. President, I have ¿ 
not gone into the merits of the case, nor shall I do so, be- 
cause they are not questioned by the committee; but if 
they were, I will still venture to assert, that if there is any 
one point en which the opinions of the whole American people Éh 
will approach unanimity, it will be upon the injustice of the 
imposition ofthis fine. And there is another point upon which | 
there will be a still nearer approach to unanimity, And it is | 
this: that if the technical principles of law required the fine to ; 
be imposed, nothing would be more just than, inasmuch as H 
General Jackson incurred the fine in defending the country, and 
in obtaining a glorious victory, that country Which had reaped i 
the benefits should refund the money which had been extracted j 


from him under circumstances like these. I believe, in the first | 
place, that it is nothing more than an act of jnstice thatthe » 
money should be refunded; and I believe that it will be perfectly ji 
accordant with the opinioss of an overwhelming majority of 18 
the American people.. And I believe, also, that the facts before f 
us are amnly snfiicient to warrant usin passing the bill. H 
Mr. BENTON said he hadit in his power to answer most ` 
authentically two of the small objections which were made to 
the restoration ofthis fine : the objection that he may not have 
paid theamount himself, and that ne may not now be an ap 
plicant for its restoration 'Yo obviate the first objection, Mr. ; 
B. referred to a letier which he beld if his hand, and which he | 
had lately received from General Jackson in answer to one | 
written tohim on the subject. . Mr. B knew the circumstances 74 
ofthe fine, both from history and from memory, for he was co- | 
temporary with the event; but to be able to give satisfaction to 

others, lfe had writento General Jackson, a short time since, P 
10 ask his ement in relation to the payment, The answer Á 
to this inquiry referred to a previous one written to the col- h 
league of Mr. B, (Mv. Lins] in answer toa similar inquiry,and a 
then stated in brief the circumstances of the payment. On 

hearing the sentence, and while still at the bar of the court, the 

General directed an aid to go to his quarters and bring the 

amount. A gentleman present, one of his counsel and volunteer 

aids, (the late Abner L. Duncan, esq.) asked the clerk if he would 

take his check on a bank forthe amount. The clerk answered ~ 


l 
| 


The check was delivered for the amountof 
y and the General’s aid placed the amount in 
bank to meet it. The General, therefore, paid the whole from 
his own, pocket. ` The ladies.of New Orleans undertook to re- 
find it';“but the General rétused to receive the amount which 
they ised, and it wasturned over to some charitable purpose, 
‘This answered the objection as to the payment of the money. 
*On the other point—the application for the réstoratign of the 
“Money : itis true that there Is no formal petition from the Gen- 
eral asking for it; but there is evidence here that he does ask 
for it, hot for the sake ofthe money, but for the sake of the con- 
demnation of the sentence which the restoration implies. Mr. 
B. ihen quoted a few words from the postscript of the General’s 
letter, in which he adverted to this fine, as inflicted by Judge 


in tho'afirmative. 
the finéand. costs 5 


Hall, as constituting the only censure now 0° the records of the 


“country against him, and which he wished to see erased before 
his eyes were closed upon the scenes of this life. This, said 
Mr: B., answers the other point, and shows that this proceeding 

~ isin conformity to’ the General’s wishes and feelings. 
“+ Mr. B. said he was glad to see that the objections made to this 
bill were slight in themselves, and temperately urged, and taken 
up by all asa case, not of money, but of justice and feeling. 
The General cares but little about the money. He has shown, 
all his life, that he only valued money for its uses; and, in avery 
little time, he will have no use for any moreof it. He showed 
that he placed but little value on the thousand dollars, at the 
time the fine was imposed; for he refused to permit others to 
pay it forhim, or torefundittohim, Itis notasan acquisition 
of money that he wishes this restoration, but as a condemnation 
of the judgment under which it was paid, and as an erasure 
from the records of the country of thecensuie which it implied. 
This is the aspect which the case wears, and under which it 
seems to be viewed by the Senators who have spoken. The le- 
gality, the justice, the proprtety of the fine, is the ‘question; 
and on this point there is bat little room for diversity of opinion. 
There.are two cases in which a public officer, military or civil, 
hasa tight to be indemnified for losses sustained in the execu. 
tion of his duty: the first case, that of the illegality of the judg- 
ment against him; the other, that of a mistake in the officer, 
while in the conscientious discharge of duty. On either of 
these grounds, officers are entitled to a restoration of what they 
may have paid; and, surely, on the latter of these grounds, no 
one could doubt, No one can doubt that General Jackson, 
in saving the city of New Orleans, and in doing what be did to 
. wave it, was. actuated by no other feeling but that of patriotic de- 
votion to his country, unalleyed by a particle of ill-will, re- 
venge, or malicé, to any human being. On this point, there is 
nodiversity of opinion; for, independent of the general circum- 
stances of the whole defence, there is special evidence of ab- 
sence of all ill-will to Judge Hall on this occasion, in the noble 
manner in which Gen. Jackson interposed to protect the Judge 
trom the exasperation of the surrounding crowd. On this point, 
the restoration of the fine becomes an act of justice, without 
> impeachment of the legality of the sentence. But the other 
R poiar is clear and indisputable in this case. The conduct of the 
eneral was legal—that of the Judgeillegal. And this was fully 
. shewn in the legal view of the case which was taken by the 
‘Senator from Ohio; (Mr. Tappan.) on presenting the resolutions 
from the Legislature of his own State, which gave rise to, this 
bill. Legal diequisitions are tedious here; and would be still 
more so, when they are repetitions. The speech of the Senator 
‘from Ohio remains unanswered; and from that speech the ille- 
“gality ofthe sentence which imposed the fine is clear and unde- 
_ fable. The fine was illegal. It was imposed by an irritated 
Judge,.fora supposed contempt of his own authority. No jury 
tria iatervened, That great bulwark of the liberty, the life, the 
“property of the citizen—the bulwark of jury trial—was not re- 
sorted to. ‘General Jackson was not placed before a jury of his 
countrymen. He stood before a judge, irritated, acting in his 
own case, andacting alone. He believed the Judge was acting 
‘diegally and tyrannically. But he was a judge—a judicial ofi- 
cer, sitting on the judgment-seat; and the victorious General 
gave a noble example of submission to the laws, by submitting 
to the sentence of this Judge. He paid the money; he protected 
him from the ebullition ofthe popular feeling; he showed that, 
with us, arms are silent in the presence of the laws. And now, 
every consideration of susTicz and RIGHT requires us to reverse 
the sentence, and to expunge the censure which it implies, by 

passing the bill which restores the money. 


The debate, which was of great length and of an interestin 
character, and which will be published hereafter, was continue: 
by Messrs, KING, BUCHANAN, LINN, and WOODBURY, 
‘in favor of the bill; and by Messrs. CRITTENDEN, PRES- 
TON, MANGUM, and BERRIEN, in opposition. 

‘Mr. CONRAD obtained the floor; but gave way for some 
explanations between Messrs. BERRIEN and BUCHANAN; 
after which, the question pending was on motion to recommit 
the bill; but the hour being late, 

Mr. TALLMADGE observed that he thought there had been 
glory enough for one day, and moved an adjournment. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, May 12, 1842. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Connecticut, on leave given, reported 
from the Committee on Commerce a bill to consticuie Stoning- 
ton, Mystic river, and Pawcatuck river, a collection district, 
accompanied by an explanatory report: read twice, and com- 
mitted. i 

Mr. BOARDMAN, on leave given, reported from the select 
committee on the subject of longitude, a bill authorizing the 
Secretary of the Navy to ascertain the longitudes of the Capi- 
tol, and of other important places in the United States: read 

i d committed. 
mie MOORE of Louisiana, on leave given, reported from the 
Committee on Private Land Claims a joint resolution in rela- 
tion to a claim before that committee. 

THE TARIFF. 


A E rose and asked the House, by unanimous 
ETA up and dispose of the report transmitted 
on a former day by the Secretary of the 'Freasury, on the sub- 
ject of the tariff, and then temporarily laid on the table, at his 
(Mr. Fs) suggestion, under the apprehension that a debate 
would arise upon it. Probably, however, it might now be dis- 

ithout much discussion, y 
AKER. What motion doesthe gentleman submit? 
Mr. FILLMORE said he fejt bound to make the motion that 
the report be referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, 


a 


although a very-able. report’on the same subject had been made 
by the Committee on’Manufactures.. He wished, however, to 
test the sense of the House on this motion, to see whether they 
desired any further action on the part of the. Committee of 
Ways and Means. Individually, he should prefer that action 
should not be imposéd on the committee. . Nevertheless, there 
Was no member of that committee who was disposed-fo retreat 
from the duty, if the House should think it necessary to impose 
it upon them, 

He therefore submitted the motion of reference tg the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, for the purpose of having the 
opinion of the House whether they required the action of that 
committee upon it or not, 3 

Mr. EVERETT moved that the report be referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

It was very important (Mr. E. said) that the House should 
act on this subject soon. The reference to the Committee of 
Ways and Means must, he believed, delay action upon the bill. 


It would be recollected that, unless some measure was passed- 
` before the Ist of July, according to the opinion of the Secretary 


of the Treasury, no duties could be collected under the Present 
tariff. It was, therefore, of the utmost importance that the bill 
should be speedily acted upon; and for this reason it was that 
he moved the reference to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union: 

Mr. WARREN said it seemed to him that this measure could 
be only a measure of revenue; that there was nothing that could 
justify this imposition of duties on imports but the wants of the 
Government. If the Government wanted no money, it would 
Be unnecessary to refer the subject to any committee; but, as 
the Government wanted money, a call had been made on the 
Secretary of the Treasury fora plan to be submitted to this 
House, which was to have no particular object but revenue— 
first, the amount of revenue that was necessary; and, secondly, 
what was the best mode of raising that amonut. It seemed to 
him that the subject ought certainly to go to the committee 
properly charged with the subject of raising revenue. That 
committee was the Committee of Ways and Means. The sub- 
ject had always been referred to them, If there had been any 
deviation from that course, it did not at this time occur to hin. 

Mr. W. referred to the action taken on this subject in the 
early part of the session, and tothe fact of its reference to the 
Committee on Manufactures. That committee had never been 
charged legitimately with devising the ways and means to sup- 
ply the wants of the Government, but had been considered 
merely as the particular representative of the manufacturing 
interests of the country. Their report, so far as he could judge, 
was made with a view to those interests, aad nat with a view to 
the revenue or the wants of the Government. Now, it was pro- 
posed Ly the gentleman from Vermont (Mr. Evererr]to refer 
the report of the Secretary of the Treasury, submitting a plan 
for revenue, not ta any committee whose province it was t9 in- 
vestigate that subject, but to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, to whom had been referred, for investi- 
gation and discussion, the bill reported from the Committee on 

Tanufactures. Could the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union investigate this matter as it was proper that it 
should be investigated? Not so. The question simply was, 
whether the wants ofthe Government were to be considered, or 
the wants of tre manufacturing interests. For what purpose 
was the taxing power given? It was given for the Purpose of 
raising the means necessary to carry on the Government, and 
to enable it to discharge all its legitimate objects, and not to 
give protection, or for any other purposes. There al ways had 
been a committee whose especial duty it was to take into con- 
sideration what the particular wants of the Government were, 
and to report upon them. That commitiee was the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 

It seemed to him that if the wants of the Government, and 
the amount necessary to meet those wants, were to be consid- 
ered atall, they were subject-matters which ought to go to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, that they might report a rev- 
enue measure. It would then be subinitted as a revenue 
measure, and it would be determined whether a revenue meas- 
ure was to be adopted, or a measure to protect particular in- 
terests; or whether the two could be so. reconciled as to meet 
the interests of all, and still give sufficient revenue to the Gov- 
ernment. He was in favor of the reference to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. Let that committee report a system of 
revenue to the House, showing, first, the amount necessary for 
the wants of the Government; and, secondly, a mede by which 
that amount shall be raised. 

Mr. MORGAN moved the previous question. 

And there was a second. 

And the main question was ordered tobe taken. 

Mr. CLIFFORD asked the yeas and nays thereon; which 
were ordered. 

And the main question being, first, on the motion of Mr, 
Evererr, to refer the report of the Secretary of the Treasury to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, was 
then taken, and decided in the negative, as follows. 

YEAsS— Messrs. Adams, Allen, Sheriock J. Andrews, Bab- 
cock, Baker, Barton, Blair, Boardman, Borden, Brockway, 
Bronson, Calboun, Childs, J. C. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, Cush- 
ing, John Edwards, Everett, A. L. Foster, Giddings, Hays, 
Joseph R. Ingersoll, W. W. Irwin, James, Lane, Mathiot, 
Blattocks, Maxwell, Parmenter, Powell, Ramsay, Benj. Ran- 
cali, Randolph, Ridgway, Saltonstall, Truman Smith, Suraitcn, 
Toland, Trumbull, Thomas W. Williams,and John Young—4!. 

NAYS—Messrs. Landaf W. Andrews, Arnold, Arrington, 

Atherton, Birdseye, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, 
Miiton Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, William Butler, Green 
W. Caldwell, Patrick C, Caldwell, Thos. J. Campbell, Caru- 
thers, Casey, Chapman, ©lifferd, Colquitt, Mark A. Cooper, 
Cranston, Cravens, Cross, Daniel, G. Davis, Dean, Deberry, 
Doan, Eastman, Egbert, Fillmore, J. G. Floyd, Charles A. 
sloyd, Gamble, Gerry, Goggin, William O. Goode, Graham, 
Green, Harris, John Hastings, Henry, Houck, Houston, 
Hubard, Hudson, Hunter, Chas. J. Ingersoll, Jack. } Cave 
Johnson, John W. Jones, Keim, Lewis, Lowell, Robert McClel- 
Jan, McKay, McKeon, Marchand, Alfred Marshali, Samson 
Mason, Mathews, Medill, Meriwether, Miller, Mitchell, Moore, 
Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Newhard, Owsley, Patridge, Payne, 
Plumer, Profit, Read, Reding, Reynolds, Riggs, Rogers, 
Roosevelt, Wm. Russell, James M, Russell, Sanford, Saunders, 
Shaw, Shepperd, Shields, Simonton, Steenrod, Stokely, A 
H. H, Stuart, J. T. Stuari, Summers, Sweney, Taliaferro, R. 
W. Thompson, Tomlinson, Turney, Underwood, Van Buren, 
Wallace, Warren, Watterson, Weller, Westbrook, Edward D. 
White, Joseph L, White, James W. Williams, Christopher 
H Williams, and Wood—113. F ` -7 


So:the House refused to refer the veporttothe Committee of 


the Whole on the state of the Union. ¢ 
And the : question recurring: on them 
to refer the report to the Committee of Waysand Me 
Mr. ROOSEVELT rose to move to amend the motior 
ing the following words: ae UE 
“With instractiong to examine. the same and p 


ly to inquire and report whether any ‘of thé rates of uy: 
thè 


reih recommended are not so high as to produce 4 reduction 
instead of an increase of the revenue which will be derives 


therefrom.” o; y y 
Mr. EVERETT objected that the instructions were not i 


order, and added that he considered the last vote as equivalent z 


to a declaration that we were to have no tariff act passed before 
the Ist of July. y aea SES 
The SPEAKER decided the instructions to be ont of ‘order, 
the previous question having been ordered, and applying 
still to the motion of reference to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. g X A s ; 
. And the question. being taken, the report was referred to. the 
Committee of Ways and Means. p i; 
GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. °°)! 
On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the House vesolved itself 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
Tuompson of Indiana in the chair,) aud resumed the consid- 
ration of the amendments made by the Senate to the bill ma- 
king appropriations for the civitand diplomatic expenses of 
Government for the year 1842. ` cts n 
When the committee rose last evening, the state of the queg: 
tion wasas follows: , a POr 
The amendment of the Senate'to strike out the appropriation 
“for outfit of a charge affaires to the Republic of New‘ Gren- 
ada $4,500,” and to insert “for outfits of charges. des affaires 
to Sweden, Belgium, and New Grenada, and half outtit ‘to 
charge affaires to.Holland, $15,750,” being. wider considera- 
tion— H En $ 
Mr. Apams had moved to amend the amendment of the Séné 
ate, by giving a full outfit to the charge to Holland. ` `~ 
And the pending question was on the amendment of Mr. 
ADAMS. i ” 
Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL rose and said: Y rose just before the 
adjournment yesterday, Mr. Chairman, to inquire of the gen? 
teman from Massachusetts whetherthe motion he had made 
to give the charge d’affaires to Holland a full outfit had been 
considered by the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and received 
its sanction. Itake the liberty now to ask for information.on 
that point. y : , 
Mr, ADAMS replied that the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
had authorized him to make the motion. He observed, how. 


ever, that it was but candid to state that one of the members (the. 


gentleman from Georgia) opposed the measure. 


Mr. J, R. INGERSOLL proceeded, T'he only possible dif: 


ficulty in the way of the amendment must be foufid in a ver 


strict construction of an act of Congress of 1810, which makes. 


it lawful to allow an outfit to a minister or chatge, on going 
from the United States to a foreign country. ex 
strictness of construction, this would not interfere with the 
genveman in question, for he isnow in this country onleave'of 


absence, and will actually go from the UnitecSiates to ‘his new ` 


duties. The meager estimate of half an outfit (et it be ob- 
served) already distrusts the letter of the law, as much asif it 
had been an estimate for a fullone. It construes the act ex» 
actly as the amendment does. Every thing except strict con- 
strucifon being at all eventstat variance with the difficulty, I 
consider there is quite enough to enable us to overcome it. ~ 

We have had, it seems, the*regular previous inquiry by the 
proper committee. The proposition will thus come before the 
House, after having undergone official’ scrutiny. This is not 
conclusive upon us; but it is a:circumsance entitled to respect 


otión of Mi, Biuatons, 


In extreme. 


AOE DADEA eag ainan too” 


and consideration. It appears, besideg, that we have what may «. 


practice of forty years is testified toby a gentleman who,-da- 
ring that period, has had more extengive acquaintance with ‘the 
history of the Government than any Other man living. He dues 
not, indeed, carry us back to the reign of the First Richard; but 
he reaches a time, to the contrary of which, as the lawyers say, 
memory doth notrun, Wehave,however, what is better than 
official sanction and precedent cémbined, without which pre- 
cedent and official sanction onght not perhaps to prevail—we 
have sound reason and justice’ in favor of the motion. . It is 
not easy to understand, upon any principle, why a distinction 
should be made between the cdse of a person removed from one 
court to another, and that of a person originally appointed 
whileat home. The breaking up of one establishment, and 
the forming of another, ate probably almost equally expen- 
sive. If the person appointed is to-be conveyed in a Govern- 
ment vessel, with alj his household, directly to the place of 
mission, the cost would probably be less when he goes from hig 
own country, than when he journeys at his own expense, from 
the extreme north to a southern or central European court. 
But the truth is, that an outfit is not exactly estimated by 
the precise exigencies of the removal. lt is merely a small ad~ 
dition to compensation, which altogether is confessedly indd- 
equate. The proper use of it depends upon the individual. Quifits 


be regarded as settled precedent ab authority. A> uniform 


are said to be sometimes applied to the payment of old debts,” 


id by for future expenditure. In such cases, they are ‘not 
Sel bonad. Sometimes, however, they are, as they have 
been by the gentleman appointed to the Hague, devoted, to- 
gether with the modicum of salary which follows them, with a 
hberal hospitality, to the cultivation of social intercourse, and to 
the protection and benefit of the countrymen who may need it 
of their diplomatic representative. Ie must be a rigid econo- 
mist who is able to do this without encroaching upon his pri- 
vate resources, if he has any, or running inte debt if he has not, 
The present Minister in France and the late Minister i Eng. 
land are instances, in many, of liberal expenditures far be- 
yond an official income, double that of the incnmbency now 

emplated. = ; 

Bur te Government chooses to remove @ gentleman; after 
twelve years of faithful and well-appreciated services -a A ne 
£ where his experience, talents, and general ac 


court, to another, ¥ erie : 
quaintence, will be more useful. In other words, the Govern: 


requi isservices in a different sphere. Shall it not 
mea ear eens usual allowance for the chenee Why 
not? His merits have been tried and approve 7 e new ape 
jointmeot demonstrates this.. If it did not, the repeated testi- 
ony el non this foor by the gendeman who, in another 
AEE: ead with the power. of appointment in his hands, once 
eee peqaivocal evidence of the sincerity of his unchanged 
convictions by actually nominating this same gentleman to a 
post of higher diguity and peculiar responsibility, would bq 


ž 


S 


A 


E 
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the fullest confidence. Without this powerful and: 


Perfectly (atniliar with the unizersal language of 
tal “Edrope, acquainted with the leading: men in nearly 
every country from the North Sea to the Mediterranean, habit- 
uated to the usages of Eurtepean. sociaty, accomplished in-his 
ni rs, arid steadfast in his pri.ciples, his services have been, 

séties of years, of the highest value. He has fre- 
aris, without being dazzled by their splendor. He 


jovof his mauliness‘of character; andhe has commanded re- 


spect by maintaining, at ail places, and onall occasions, his own | 


“uprightness, ang the dignity and honor of Nis country. -In the 
central position to- which it js the. design and the desire of the 
Administration to remove him, his peculiar qualities will be of 
‘liar value; ‘and it jato be hoped that the‘ extremely mode- 
Fate-behest of an ordinary outfit will not be dented him, 
Mr. ATHERTON inquired. of the chairman of the Com- 


' mittee-of Ways and Means {Mr. FiLLMORE} whether the De- 


Partiment of State asked any thing more in this case than a half 
-Quthit, 3 

Mr, FILLMORE’ s reply was. not heard at the reporter’s 
‘desk, except that he (Mi. F.) most cordially concurred in the 

amendment for an entire outfit, z 

Tne question was then tsken by tellers on the amendment 
of Mr.. Apams, and decided in the affirmative: Ayes 67, 
{Noes 63. a 
+ So the amendment to 
jadopied. 

* And the amendment of the Senate, as amended, was con: 
ï curred in. a 

The next amendment of the Senate, striking out the sum of 
921,244 33 for contingent expenses of foreign intercourse,” and 
inserting, in lieu thereof, "thirty thousand dollars,” being un- 
der consideration— : 

Mr. -FILLMORE said that the Committee of Ways and 
Means had heretofore ertered, into a strict examination of the 

amount of these expenditures and appropriations, and hat, as 

the result öf that examination, reduced the appropriation to the 
amount as. it stood in the bill; but having. subsequently found 
that the information on which the committee had acted was er- 
foneoua, he moved, under the direction of the committee, that 
the House concurin the amendment of the Senate. 

And:the amendment was concurred in, 

The proviso inserted by the Senate to the same item, No. 195, 
being under consideration, in the words following ; 

, “And provided further, That no part of this appropriation 
“be. applied, after the Ist of July next, for compensauion t9 sep- 
arate agents, appointed without the consent of the Senate, or 
any act of Congress authorizing it, for receiving and mansmit- 

ting despatches.” x 

KA FILLMORE said that this provision had given the Com- 
mitiee of Ways and Means some trouble, because it was a little 
difficult, in the first place, to understand precisely the purport of 
it. But, from the best information they could get, they had 
concinded that the intention of the Senate, in the insertion of 
the proviso, was to compel sume turther legisiation by Con- 
gress in relation to what were called despatch agents, or bearers 
of despatches. The object undoubtedly was a good one—an ob- 
ject which all must approve. — 

> But the question-presented itself, whether this was a proper 
-, mode-of carrying into effect the object in view. And as this 
-wasa matter ofsome importance in connexion with onr fore 
eign affairs, especially at this particular time, he would ask the 
indulgence of the committee for a few moments to this amend- 
ment, and to the effect it waa likely to have on our foreign in- 

“erconrse, 

Mr. F. thea went into some explanations in reference to the 
necessity oftheseagents. In concluding, he remar that this 

` necessity was more fully set ferth in a commun pu be had 
received from the Secreiary of State, and which he would send 
to the Clerk’s table to be read, 

The letter of Mr. Webster, dated the 5:h instant, was then 
read. Isstated that there are now three despatch agents in 
the service of the department—one at Bosion and one at New 
York, with a compensation of $00 per annum each; and one 
at Liverpool, wih a compensation of $500 per annum; and 
that the duties of these agents are too laborious to be per- 
formed by any officers of the Government at those places, oce 
pied with other duties, without additiona: componsaiion. 
explainiig the extent and character of the services required, 

ithe Jeter goes on to show that this mode of trausmitang dec- 
spatches.abroad is safer, and attended with considerably 
(expense, than that of sending them by special agents or through 
the mails; the agents of ihe Great Western baving dectined 
taking charge ofthe despatch bags for a less compensation than 

one dollar an ounce, And as the whole mass often weighs from 50 

to.100 pounds, this last more of conveyance is out of the ques- 

tion. The employment of special agents would also be atiend- 
ed with an enormous expense, 

Mr. Finumore, in conchision, moved that the House non- 
concur with the Sonate in its amendment, 

Mr. WOOD argued that, if thero was any office under the 
Government which approached a sinecure, it was that of des- 
patch agents, He referred to an instance of one of these agents 
in New York, who had received $809 per annum for forward- 
ing despatches—probably once a month—not consum 
more than an hour of his time. We had other offic 

ostmaster, the collector, and others 

e Was opposed to continuing an office Which was a sinecure, 
and he should vote in favor of retaining the proviso to the bili. 

Mr, CUSHING obtained the floor, aad yielded to 

Mr. EVERETT, who desired the reading of te authority for 
the appointment of these agents. 

Mr. FILLMORE sent to the Clerk’s table, where it was reat, 
a copy of the commissions t0 these agcnia. : 

Mr. F, referred to the remark of his colleague [Mr. Woop] 
that the despatch agent employed in New York, under Mr, For- 
syth, usually employed one hour toa month in atiencing to this 
duty, and then it was done by a boy; and said he was surprised 
ifeo great an abuse existed in New York at.that time, it was net 
corrected. 
him, that the despatch agent received from the department 
eighteen difforent bags in one month, to be distributed to almost 
every pars of the world. * 

Mr. WOOD was understood to repeat that the despatch 
agents wereʻnot employed more than two or three hours per 
“month. Ses 
Mr. CUSHING resamed the floor. and proceeded in his Te 


at kay 


the amendment of the Senate was 


less 


rooi, the archives of several succéssive administras, ` 


tivated the most exalted associations, without yielding a~ 


LAA 


It appeared now, from the official statement before - 


“Phe vbvieus way (he said) of sending letters to Ew : 


“injury. 


ONGRESSIONAL ‘GLOBE, 


why do not the United Siates send their despatches to Europe 
by mail? The answer waa two-fold. “First, as to the question of 
security; -It Would not be judicious, or of advantage fo this 
Bovernment when impoitant negonations were pending, to in- 
trustits. despaicbes to the ordinary mail. They would have, 
first, no assurance of their safe trapsmission from Washington 
to New York, then from New York to Liverpool, and from 
Liverpoalte London. ‘Ehen they wouid have. no assurance 


that they would go directly into the hands of the public minis- . 


ter. It was said, a few days ‘since, by a Senator, formerly a 
minister of the Government abroad, whose despatches came to 
him by the European mai}, that he generally found the seals of 
them broken and others put on. Did gentlemen desire the com- 
munications from the department of Governinent to go through 
the hands of foreign postmasters, by them to be submitted to 
their respective Gavernments belore they: were received by our 
ministers? j . 
But it was a mistake that money could be saved by abolish- 


ing these agents. The gentleman from New York [Mr. Woop}. 


had puta question of economy. He had given up the question 
of a despatch agent in England. Our minister there had said 
thatthe English mail refused to take his mail-bags if they 
weighed mure ihan 60 ounces; and he was therefore now under 
the necessity of himselfemploying a special agent for the trans- 
mission of his despatches from London to Liverpool. It was 
said jn the papers just read, that the mail-bag averaged from 
50 to 100 ibs. in weight. Take the smallest welght—a mail-bag 
of 50 ibs., which goes by mail to New York, to be transmitted 
by the Great Western to Liverpool, to be charged at the rate of 
$l per ounce, which, on 50 lbs. make $500. This wowd be 
the cost by mail, being about $200 more than the cost of 
a special courier for each mail-bag. Multiply this $800 by 52 
weeks, and ji amounted to $41,600 for postage annually, and 
thatonty between New York and Liverpool. Add to that the 
postage between Liverpool and London, and the other expenses 
uf cuculation of the despatches over Europe, and it would be 
found that the present mode was. vastly preferable on grounds 
ofeconomy alone. k . 

No gentleman who locked at this either as a question of the 
public interest, or of economy, could maintain that the Govern- 
ment should send this matter by mail, 

How should it be sent? The cost of these despatch agents 
was only $2100 perannum. There were two modes of sending 
these despatches: one by sending a special courier from the de- 
partment bere, which would cost. about $600 foreach. There 
was no question that, under uniform usage from the Govern- 
ment, the departinent hid the power to do this, and the contin- 
gency might arise when it was. necessary. If sent by special 
agents, the Government must either send occasionally by mail, 
or send an agent every time it had a bag of despatches to send; 
or, i: not, it must retain the despatches on hand, week after 
week, subjecting the Government to great inconvenience and 
Was it then the best method to send by mail, at an ex- 
pense of at Jeast $600; or by special courier, at an expense of at 
least $600; or to adoptthe practice adopted by the Seeretary of 
State—that was, of employing despatch agente? 

The gentleman from New York { Mc. Woop] had only spoken 
of thetransmission of fespaiches to Europe; but they were to 
be seit to Brazil and other Governments, and therefore not only 
were the despatches to England to be attended to, but all these 
casual despatches to all the rest of the world, and, besides the 
receipt‘of them at New York, to send off those coming from all 
parts ef the world that were tobe brought here. These des- 
patch agents were to take charge of the packages, and select 
some worthy individual, who was totake passage for a foreign 
port to which the despatch was directed, and place in his basds 
a couricr’s passport, the convenience of which was equivalent 
10 the trouble of taking charge of the package; and thus they 
were carricd frer ef all expense’ to the Government, and with 
grcat security. He knew of no way in which this was to be 
obtained, unless by an agentin New York to see to the opera- 
uon. 

This was certainly not_a sinecure, as the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. Woon] had said; but it was a duty to be per- 
formed—-and not merely a mechanical, but an important intel- 


le duty—which ro man ought to perform gratis, The 
gentleman t said it might be done by the collector or post- 
masier. What vio t they to impose this duty on either of 


ad their sufficient duties marked out by 
ght as well be required to make them 
nin the duties of naval agent, naval storekeeper, or of any 
sr officer, as to perform this duty, 

Sie was appreben that, in pursuit of what was called 
economy in this n, they should be doing a very extrava- 
gant act, not only involving very great additional] expenditures, 
but an act which, independent of tne question of expense, was 
an unwise act. He understood that none of the great Govern- 
ments of Europe trusted their despatches to theordinary mail. 
it must be known to the gentleman from New York, that Eng- 
land had a desnatch agentin New York city, who was paid, not 
8800, but £1,500 sterling per year. Experience for a series of 
ars had justified the continuance ot the present mode as the 
bost to Government. 

Mr. EVERETT said the honorable chairman of the Commit: 
tee of Ways and Means had said that that committee had had 
great dificulty in finding out what was the object of the Senate 
in this amendment. ‘The gentlemen from New York [Mr. 
and Ma: insette [Mr. Cusurne] both appeared to 
28 the air, and neither of them had come to the ques- 
Gon the Senate intended to present. It wasnota question at all 
of the utility of this mede, but of the authority of the appoint- 
ment of the agents. 

To considering thi 


ubject, he would take for granted that 
this mode oftransmiting despatches was the proper one, and 
that it ought to be adepred by Government; and discuss the 
question whether this mode was authorized by law. He read 
from one of the commissions to the despatch agents, fixing the 
sal at $500 per annum. Here was a commission for the 
performance of an annual duty, for which ananaual salary was 
assig This commission was descriptive of an office, and 
an office not authorized hy law. He-should like fo be informed 
under what power the Secretary of State assumed to appoint an 
officer to perform annual services, and to receive an annual sal- 
ary. In vain looked for any authority for it. It did not 
even come uncer the general power claimed (and it was a very 
extravagant power; in his opinion) of the President ofthe United 
States to seo that the laws be Jaitifully executed; because under 
that he had no power to execute the laws except by such means 
asthe laws had put into his hands. 5 : 

Mr. E, briefly referred to the former action of Congress on 


rope would be, by mail: and the first question asked would be, 


this subject; which, he said, came under consideration as long 


. ago as-I818, and also in 1834 and 1835; and it appeared that the 


assumption of this power was immediately rebuked “hyCon- 
gress.. Prior to 1818 the Executive had been in the habit of 
‘appointing Indian agents, with a salary of some $1,500 per 
year, without any lew authorizing it. In 1818 iwo acta were 
passed—the first declaring it unlawful to pay money to any In- 
dian agent not appointed by the President and confirmed by the 
Senatefand a contemporaneous act, fixing the salary. of all the 


` Jodian agents in existence. It was soon found thatthe act estab- 


lishing the salary did not establish the office. In 1834 the sub. 
ject came under the consideration of Congress; and it was fonnd 
that there were a large number of Indian agencies not estab- 


‘lished by law, but the salaries of which had been paid from 


year to year. In 1834 Congress abolished every Indian agent, 
and commenced anew; making, on paper, a great reform, so ag 
to save half the expenses of the department. Immediately after 
they passed the act, instead of appointing Indian agents where 
they had turned them out, who were receiving a. salary of 
$1,500, they turned. over and appointed officers under other 
names—of removing agents, &¢., and gave them $2,000! 

Mr. E. also adverted to the post-office law, which had been 
passed to prevent the Postmaster General from appointing 
and continuing ¢terks at an annual salary; under which, he 
said, no Pastmaster General had supposed he had authority to 
appointa clerk. $ 

The Secretary of State could not claim tha authority of.ap- 
pointing these officers, for there was no act which gave him 
the power of appomting any officer whatever, except certain 
designated clerks with designated salaries. Could this be 
claimed under the diplomatic power, in the light of an office? 
lf it was a diplomatic appointment, then it was to be made by 
the President and Senate. 

The only ground on which this power could be claimed was 
under the authority to expend a contingent fund. He adniitted 
that, whenever a contingent fund was granted, the authority 
was granted to expend that fun’—but on contingencies, and not 
on annual salaries of officers. The department could not fores 
see what contingencies would happen, and what force was ne- 
cessary, at the commencement of a year, for that year; and it 
was in thelr power to supply the force for the time ; but when 
the expenses became necessary for every year, they then 
ceased to. be contingencies, and should be provided for by 
Congress. à 

What was the present case? He granted, while this matter 
remained a contingency, the Secretary. of State was authorized 
to pay for it out of the contingent fund; but when these con- 
tingencies came so. together that they required the constant 
co-operation of an agent whose whole time was required, and 
to whom an annual salary must be paid, it ceased to partake 
ofthe character of a contingency, and became a permanent 
expenditure; and then, if necessary, (and he granted, this was 
necessary,) Congress should pass an act providing for it, and-the 
Secretary of State was no longer authorized to pay this annual 
salary under the power to pay for contingencies 

his was the ground on which he objected to this practice. 
He was disposed to concur in the amendment of the Senate, 
which did not take effect immediately, but was delayed in 
going into operation till the Istof July, He place: the subject 
on its legal and proper foundation, and as a question of theau- 
thority for the appointment, He should vote for the admend- 
ment of the Senate. 

Mr. JONES, of Virginia, was understood to inquire of the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means whether there 
was any authority of law for the appointment of despatch 
agents? i F 

Mr. FILLMORE said he had not had occasion to examine 
the law particularly onthis subject. He apprehended it might 
be regarded as an incident of the power of the diplomatic ar» 
rangements, and that no special Jaw authorized it, 

Mr. JONES expressed his entire concurrence in the views of 
the gentleman from Vermont, [Mr. Evererr,] and did not pros 
pose to go over the subject. In a case like this, where the Con. 
stitution of the country contemplated legislation, and such les 
gislation had not taken place, and these appointments had been 
made in the absence of law, the path of duty was plain for them 
all. They could not give their sanction to an appointment 


` made without legal authority. 


He was perfectly satisfied of the great necessity that existed 
for certainty and despatch in the transmission of these commu: 
nications. He referred to the clause in the Constitution au- 
thorizing the President tonominate, and, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, to appoint ambassadors, &e.; and 
providing that Congress may vest the appointment of such ine 
ferior officers- as they may think proper in the President alone, 
in the courts of faw, or in the heads of departments, No such 
power had been vested by Congressin the President or heads of 
deparimenis, and that power did not consequently exist in them. 
I: be-ng clearly a case in which the Constitution contemplated 
legislation; and the power by legislation not having been confer- 
red on the heads of departments, he could not sanction it. 

Mr, FILLMORE said he had stated, in his previous remarks, 
that he supposed the abject of the amendment to be to compel 
legislation on this subject. If he had understood the gentleman 
from Vermont (Mr. Everera] correctly, that was his view of 
it, The Senate intended to say that these despatch agents should 
not be employed after the Ist July, unless authorized by law. 

Mr. EVERETT had understood the gentleman as confining 
his argumen" entirely to the question of the propriety of ‘this 
mode of coing the business. 

Mr. FILLMORE did not himself object to legislation on this 
subject; on thefcontrary, he thought it would be very well. He 
did not think, however, that this was an anomalous cage at all, 
or among the cases in which they had been in the habit of giris 
king outappropriations, In the War Department, for instance, 
they had been in the habit of making appropriations, fram year 
to year, for improving harbors, rivers, and roads; andit had been 
the practice of this department, as an incidentof the power to 
expend those appropriations, to appoint the necessary agents to 
carry into effect the object of the appropriations; and, although 
there had not been appropriations of this kind for some yeara, 
there were now in the pay of the department agents for the 
purpose of taking care of the materials, &c.. not recognised: by 
law, except in appropriations for these objects i 

It bad been the invariable practice, when necessary, to apa 
point bearers of despatches. Did the gentlemanirom. Vermont 
suppose they were to be appoined by the Senate? à i 

(Mr. Everett, (in bis seat.) No; that is a contingency. } 

Mr. F. admitted that this case might be provided for by law. 
and ought to be; but the question sow was, whether they would 
embarrass all our foreign communications, when this authority 


* 


in hd from the departments, by law, in. case 
Congress, overburdened with business as it was, shauld: neglect 
- tO. 86h. OR subject: A practice that had prevailed from the 
foundation of: the Government, it was now proposed to break 
up, BOLsbecause. of present abuse, but because abuses might 
- hereafter arise; andto hezard the chance of making. free com- 
Ioynications with Great Britain, except by despatching agents, 
unless Congress should provade, by law, for it, before they ad- 
Journed,. Af Congress was disposed to fix..the time to the first 
-6f February, it would be much better, and give more time for 
legislation on the aubject k: j 
Hesubmitted-whether the language of this proviso was not 
broad enough to prohibit sending bearers of despatches. He 
read the. proviso, (as above given,) and said that the words 
“eompensation to: separate agents” covered as clearly bearers 
of-despatches as despatch agents. The gentleman {from Ver- 
-mont said, “leave it to. the Secretary of State to construe it.” 
Ha. knew, in case of necessity, they might get along in that 
vay but:he objected to it as imperfect legislation. 
... The Committee of Ways and Means bad recommended a 
hon-concurrence in the amendment of the Senate; but, lest the 
committee should not comply with the recommendation, he 
submitted an amendment, changing the time from the first of 
July to the first of February. 
. Mr. ADAMS said it was somewhat doubtful, during the pres- 
ent session of Congress, encumbered as they were with business, 
whether asystematic arrangement of those officers by Jaw was 
likely to be made. The gentleman’s ameniment would not 
remedy the difficulty, What would be the consequence, sup- 
asing the recommendation of the Committee of Ways and 
leans. was nol concurred in, and the House concurred with the 
Renate? -What followed? That this mode of communication, 
admitted to be proper, just, and necessary, should, be stopped. 
If they passed a law instructing the Secretary of State. to dis- 
miss all these agents at once, where would be the mode. of 
diplomatic communication with all Europe and ali America 3 
e shouid have either to stop entirely diplomatic intercourse 
with the whole world, or be under the necessity of the Depart. 
ment of State doing, from week to week, precisely the same 
thing, and making compensation to each agent for each time he 
was employed. 
» He therefore hoped the gentleman from New York would 
withdraw his amendment, and lst the question be taken directly - 
on the amendment of the Senate. If, in the present state of the 
affairs of Government, foreign intercourse was to be stopped, 
and the Government brought to depend on casual despatches, 
thesooner it came the better. He would ratherit should-take 
place the Ist of July than the Ist of February. 


He did not object to any act of legislation being passed to 
make this thing regular and perfectly consistent with the pur- 
pones of the Constitution, as it might be understood by every 

dy; but he doubted whether, in the extreme occupation of 
both Houses of Congress, it would be possible to mature a 
aystem on which an act of legislation could be established in 
the course of the present session. If this were not done, and 
the amendment was adopted, they might deprive the Pres- 
ident and the Department of State of the means of paying, 

erhaps, $2,300; they would save the salary of the agents at 
New York, Boston, Liverpool, and London; and we would lose 
either the total benefit of frequent and repeated intercourse with 
all our ministers and consuls abroad, or else the compensation 
would necessarily be paid to special agents for the trasmission 
of despatches on special occasions; and he would answer for it, 
that it would amount to as Jarge a sum as the salaries they now 
gave to these vflicers, 


Mr. A. sent to the Clerk’s table, where it was read, a letter 
from the Department of miate. dated 1833, to Mr. Ogden, then 
consul of the Uniied States at Liverpool, complying with Mr. 
0.’s demand for compensation as despatch agent at that port, 
and giving directions concerning the performance of the dury, 
&c.; also, a letter from the legation of the United States at 
Londoh in 1832, setting forth the necessity of some regular sys- 
tem for the transmission of comuunications to and from our 
foreign ministers; in consequence of which leter, he presumed 
thia allowance had since that time been made to Mu} Muller, in 
London, whom he knew personally, and on whose character 
for uprightness, honesty, and assiduity, he passed an enco- 
mium. 

He had a number of other letters relating to the establish- 
ment of a system of intercourse for the transmission of books, 
documents, and papers, between the Department of State and 
our foreign ministers and consuls; all going to show the expe- 
diency, propriety, and indeed necessity, of a system like that 
finally established by the present Secretary of State, 

He referred to the statement of the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. Woop] that this wasasinecuro, and read froma 
document from the Department of State, containing an ac- 
count of the despatches received by the despatch agent at New 
York, showing thatin April, 1841, they were eighicen in nume 
ber, addressed to Longos, Constantinople, Madrid, Lisbon, 
Mexico, and other places. From this it appeared that this was _ 
far from a sinecure. . f 

So far as the Constitution of the United States had to do with 
regard to the appointment of these agents, or the little patron- 
age the Senate might have in being cailed on to confirm their 
nominations, he considered it would not prevent the continu- 
ance of the advantages to be derived from this system, and he 
was impressed with a strong aversion to the adoption of the 
amendment of the Senate. This ITouse was aware of the great 
change in the face of the world since the time when the estab. 
lishment of this system had first become necessary. Before its 
establishment, he had in Europe, as well as every other foreign 
agent, suffered exceeding’y from the difficulty of communica 
tion with the Government here. He had been six months wait- 
ing for desparchea from the Government, in order to enable him 
to discharge his duties on tn poriant occasions, These despatch 
agents tock the opportunity of responsible travellers going to 
Europe to put the despatches into their hands, and, in order to 
induce them to take them without compensation, furnished 
them witha couriers passport, which was a sort of passport by 
which a man canid pass alma ib noui the world, 
and be hindered by nobody. Th 
a perfect provecticn Lo the man whe 3 
tion of the advantages of this pas + almast any traveller 
was glad t ta we of Arepatches without cnarge to 
Government. He ithe 4 would rot be broker up. 
So far as the Co egisiation on the subject, 
or the action of the Sonate in confirmation of these few agents, 
the matter might be left until this and the other House ef Con- 
a Fess could have leisure to mature a law, 


gula 


; aud, in cen 


>» Mr. FILLMORE, at. the suggestion, he said, of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. F. then proceeded to reply to remarks of Mr. JONES, 
of Virginia, as to the authority given by law for this appro- 
priaiion.. He (Mr. F.) had not ihe law before-him ;. but, Know- 
Ing that the House bad adopted an order that no epprepriation 
should be made in this bill except such as was authorized by 
law, it was proper the House should be informed what that au- 
thority was. a 

_ OÀ reference to the law, he found that the whole of our for- 
eign intercourse seemed to have been managed under the gen- 
eral authority given by the Constitution of the United States; 
and that.all taws which had been passed on the subject, instead 
of granting powers, had been restrictive. The Constitutiop de- 
Clared that the President should “ nominate, and, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, shall appoint ambassadors, 
other public ministers, and consuls,” &c. ‘These were all the 
officers Hamed, and that was all the power given in the Constitu- 
tion. Ye, under that simple power, it had Deen the practice of 
the Government, from its commencement to. the present time, 
to appointali grades of ministers and their secretaries, (so far 
as secretaries were allowed,) consuls and vice consuls, and, he 
believed, commercial agents. All the enactments upon 
which he had been able to lay. kis hands had been enact- 
mentsto regulate and restrict this power, but which seemed all 
to assume the power as given by the Constitution and the law 
of nations, 

Mr. F. here read extracts from several Jaws in illustration of 
this position; and, after some explanations between Mr. Jones, 
of Virginia, and himself, concluded by remarking that he did 
not object to the regulation of this subject by law. But he ob- 
jected to any law or provision which would unnecessarily em- 
barrass our intercourse with foreign nations. Regulate it, if 
you please; he wasin favor of regulation, so far as it could. be 
done for the benefit of the country; but, he repeated, he did not 
wish here to impose any restrictions which would embarrass 
our foreign intercourse. 

Some conversation followed between Mr. UNDERWOOD 
and Mr. CUSHING, as to the construction to be put upon the 
terms “separate agents,’ in the amendment of the Senate; 
after which, Mr. UNDERWOOD made a few remarks, di. 
rected to the constitutional question, the object of which was to 
show that this was a power which did not come within the 
constitutional objection or limit laid down by him some days 


ago. 

Mr. POPE said that he was opposed to the proviso of the 
Senate, because it had the appearance ofa censure, whether in- 
tended or not, on the Executive, or a want of confidence in it; 
that he was himself averse to anything like a spite action against 
the Executive Administration, whether a supporter or in oppo- 
sition to them, Such a course did not comport with the dignity 
and courtesy that ought to be observed between the various 
branches of the Government. The President was made by the 
Constitution the chief officer to superintend our intercourse 
with foreign nations; and with regard to ambassadors, minis- 
ters, consuls, and other officers recognised by the laws and 
usages Of nations, they must be nominated by the Presidens to 
the Senaté, in conformity with the Constituuon, as well as all 
officers provided for by Congress. But this requisition from the 
President could not apply tə mere temporary agents or messen- 
gers, which it became necessary occasionally to employ to carry 
despatches to and froin foreign courts, or from one court to an- 
other. There was nothing permanent in such agencies: they 
were occasional and temporary appointments, not offices within 
the meaning o! the Constitution. The Executive Department, 
with regard to these occasional agencies and contingent ex- 
penses, must be covfided in to areasonable extent, subjectto the 
limit of appropriation which Congress thinks proper to make 
from year to year. They have made such appropriations to 
meet the occasional expenses incident (o our foreign inter- 
course, from the commencement of the Government; and he 
couid perceive no reason for departing fiom this course at 
present. He hoped, therefore, that the question would be 
taken without further debate upon the amendment of the 
Senate imposing this unusual restriction on the discretiosary 
power of the Executive, añid that the proviso would be dis- 
agreed to. 

The question was then taken, and, by ayes 48, nves 75, the 
amendment of the Senate was zon-concurred in, 

The amendment of the Senate, inserting “for contingent ex- 
penses of all the missions abroad, $30,600,” being under con: 
sideration 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the committee concur with the 
Senate in its amendment. p 

ir. WISE moved ta amend the amendment by adding, “an: 
for compensation io commercial agents on the western coast of 
Africa, 85 000.” 

Mr. W. said that the proceedings of the Colonization Society 
during the last week was the basis upon which he would found 
his argument in support of the amendment. These proceed- 
ings being already before the country, he did not feel disposed 
to wespass upon the committee. Se 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said that during the sittings of the 
Colonization convention, which had just terminated, Dr. Hv), 
a gentleman of fine reputation, who, as agent for the State of 
Maryland, was instrumental in planting her colony on the coast 
of Africa, had given very important information in respect to 
the trade carried on with the natives. It was an increasing 
trade, and destined to become a very important one, not oniy to 
this country, but to the whole world. The English perceived the 
advantages likely to result from it, and were making efforts to 
engross it. eir expedition up the Niger had in view com- 


mercial ions. y 
The Briish system gave their traders great advantages over 
ours. ‘Their ships and theìr commercial agenis were constant- 


ly upon the coasi; ours Were never seen. British (waders were in 
the habit of depositing cargoes upon credit, receiving a stipnia- 
tion from the king or. headman of the tribe that it should be 
paid for in six or twelve months. Such engagements were 
punctually complied with at the end of the time; when the ship 
returned, left another cargo upon like arrangement, and Te- 
ceived the pa'm oil, gold dust, and ivory, in pay ment of the firet 

: yan the partofthe natives was secured through 
“sand their, men-ofwar upon ike coast. Ta 
cousefnence of America having po commercial agents there, 
and her uational ships being scarcely or never seen, the righis 
of theic traders were not respected. They were d to deal 
with the natives upon credit; were confine? in their operations 
to a very limited exchange of articles; and saw the trade pass” : 
ing in the hands of their rivals, in consequence.of Government ; 
protection. The great articles of necessity which entered into | 


cargo composed: of the whole. could be sentfrom the Un 
States to Africa Cheaper than from England. Pang nET Sook 

Mr..U, trusted the amendment would prevail, and that: the 
Government would take measures to place their traders upon 
a footing equally favorable with these of Great Britain. H the 
slave-tyacde was to be arrested, it must. be done by setiding ‘and 
exchanging such articlesas the negro wants, for the. produc» 
tions of the soil and forests of his own. country; by teaching 


him that he can supply the coarse necessaries of life, which-are 
all that he aspires to obtain, by giving some commodity 
exchange for them other than a human being. The sava 
barbarians of that ill-fated continent make war upon 


Thereupon the question was taken, and the amendment. of 
Mr, Wiss was agreed to. : s 

And the amendment of the Senate, as amended, waa con. 
curred in. eee 

The committee then (on the recommendation of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means).non-concurred inthe amendment 
of the Senate, increasing the appropriation for the relief and 
protection of American seamen abroad ‘from thirty-five to fifty 
thousand dollars. ` A 

All the amendments of the Senate were now disposed of. : 

Mr. FILLMORE rose and said, that he desired permission to 
make an explanation in some measure personal to himself, which 
he-felt due to the House and to others interested. No objection 
having been made, Mr. F. proceeded to say, that the House 
would recollect that yesterday he read what purported to be the 
copy of a letter from Mr. Woodbury to Mr. Bowne, the com: 
missioner for building the custom-house at New York; dated on 
the 3d day of March, 1841; that, after reading that letter, an 
extract was read from Mr. Poindexter’s report, professing to 
giveanextract from that letter, which differed, in some essen- 
tial words, from the copy which he had; that he then stated 
that he did not Know whether the copy which he had was cor- 
rect, ashe received it from the Senate, with the other papers be- 
longing to the bill. i 

This morning a member had handled him a copy. of that letter 
from the Treasury Department, which he was informed. had. 


` been since obtainei, and which differed from the copy, which he 


had, and corresponded with the extract from Mr. Poindexter’s 
report, Immediately on discovering this, he applied to his 
colleague {Mr. McK gon] toascertain who made the copy which 
he found among the papers, Hig colleague, after inquiry, in- 
formed him that Mr. Frazee, the architect, said he made: it, 
and referred him (Mr. F.)to Mr. Frazee ‘for any explanation. 
Mr. F. then called on Mr. Frazee for an explanation, who in- 
formed him that the discrepancy arose from his making the 
copy from memory; but be (Mr. Finimors) said he had that 
moment received a note from Mr. Frazee. giving his explana: 
tion in writing, and he woutd send it to the Chair, that it might 
be read. It wasas follows: $ h 
“May 12, 1842. 

“Syr: The copy I gave of Mr. Woodbury’s letter to Walter 
Bowne, esq, was writen here, from memory, as 1 had no.copy 
of the letter with me. My design was to embody Mr, Wood- 
bury’s intentions fully, as relates to the making of the fly-doors,” 
furniture, &c. as well as the arranging these things, because 
I knew it was the intention of Mr, Woodbury that these: things 
should be made or constructed according'to my designs, as also 
the bronzing ai the jron-work ; for the bronzing was one: ‘of the 
items in dispute, and Fknew Mr, Woodbury agreed with Mr. 
Ioyt and myself in relation to that thing. Messrs. Coe and 
Mooie, the naval officer and surveyor, hiad also reported in favor 
of having the iron-work bronzed. g 

tI beg you will excuse any discrepancy Ihave made in regard 
to the exact wording of the copy [ made entirely from memory; 
and I sincerely ask your most deliberate consideration upon the 
justice of our accounts rendered, i 

“p will, if necessary, call on Mr. Woodbury, and get a state- 
ment from him, asto what were his prec ntent:on and pure 
pose in the said letter to Mr. Bowne, of March 3, 1841. 

“Your very obedient servant, 
JOHN FRAZER. 


Hon. Mr. FILIMORE. 

Mr. FILLMORE continued, We said he did rot know. what 
others might think of this explanation; but he must say that 
it was not satisfactory to his mind. Having full confidence 
yesterday in the correctness of his copy, and in the letter from 
Mr. Frazee himself, he had strongly advocat@l. the claim.’ But 
he found these words, “especiadiy,’’. “construction,” and 
“bronzing,” interpolated into that sentence in a way that had 
vtterly destroyed his confidence in any thing from MY. Frazee. 
He (Mr. FILLMORE) therefore felt bound to make this exposure, 
in justice to Mr. Woodbury and Mr. Poindexter, and that the 
House misht know hehad been imposed upon, and how: he had 
unintentionally imposed upon the House by this fabricated 
letier. He should now fecl bound to vote against the appro- 
priation until some further investigation of this mater could 
behad. This he regretred on accountof the claimants, if their 


claims just; bur evidence r.sted teo much on Mr. 
Frazee’s statements to justify him in asking the House tosup" 
portit, 


Mr. McKFON said the committee might weil imagine his 
surprise this morning when the chairman of the Commitee of 
Ways and Means called his attention to the discrepancy be- 
tween the letter read by his colleague [Mr. FILLMORE] and: by 
himself and others who took part in the debate, and the copy of 
the jetter sent by the Secretary of the Treasury to Mr. Bowne. 
Hie (alr. Me Kron) stated to his colleague that he would at once 
take measures to exrmine the matter. He (Air. McK.) sent 
immediately for Mr. Frazee, the architect, and inqnired of him 
by whom the letter read yesterday was copied. He stated it 
was done by himself, He (Bir. McK.) called hie attention then 
to the discrepancy between the copies. Mr. Frazee said that 
the copy.was rade from memory. Mr. McK. then stated to 
Mr. Frezes that it would be necessary to explain the whole sube 


Jeti to’ the chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means. 
‘Such explanation as he had given was before the House. For 
„himself, he could not ask the committee to pass the appropria- 
tion without. some. examination by a committee, which, he 
trusted, would make an investigation. On that committee he 
hoped there would be no member from New York. -One of his 
colleagues, who. participated in the discussion, would offer, he 
believed, such a resolution; which he trusted would be adopted. 

`- ‘On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the committee rose. and re- 
ported the bill and amendments to the House. 
| “Mr. ANDREWS, of Kentucky, moved the previous ques- 
tion., ’ ‘ 

And there was a second. 
` ‘And the main question (being on. concurring with the com- 
‘piittee in its report) was ordered. 

“And the House concurred with the committee in its entire re- 
a $ 
P On the question of concurring with the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union in its amendment granting a 
Full. outfit to the charge d'affaires to Holland, (instead of a half 
‘outfit, as provided by the Senate)}— 

Mr. ATHERTON asked the yeas and nays, which were order- 
-ed; and, being taken, were:: Yeas&8, nays 72. g 

Bo the House concurred with the Committee of the Whole on 
itsamendment. 

: And the amendment of the Senate, as thus amended by the 
House, was concurred in, 

On the suggestion of Mr. Fintmorz, the SPEAKER laid be- 
fore the House a number of executive communications. 

‘Amongst these, was a message from the President of the Uni- 
ted States in relation to the affairs of Florida—{similar to the one 
received in the Senate on Wednesday; and a copy of which was 
inserted in the Globe of that day.] 7 

Mr. LEVY desired, he said, to submit some remarks on this 
message. There were portions of it against which he, as the 
representative of the people of Florida, raised his protest, 

On motion of Mr L., the further consideration of the subject 
“was postponed until to-morrow. 

Mr. WISE, on leave, presented a communication, addressed 
to'him'as chairman of the Committee on Naval Affairs, on 
the subject of the defences of the Gulf of Mexico: referred to 
‘the Committee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
` Mr. W. also ‘presented a communication from Col. Hender- 
«gon; of the marine corps, in relation to the bill for the increase 

_ of thaf’corps: laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

i Mr, FILLMORE, on leave given, introduced the following joint 
resolution; which was read twice, and the further consideration 

thereof was postponed until to-morrow: 

Resolved by the Senaté and House of Representutives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he hereby is, authorized 
to remove from the southwest executive building, appropriated 
to the use of the Navy Department, the office of Third Auditor 
of the Treasury, if necessary, and to rent suitable rooms else- 
where for the records and business of said office. 


THE DISTRICT, 


Mr. UNDERWOOD, chairman of the Committee for the 
District of Columbia, rose and asked the House to set apart to- 
morrow for the consideration of the business of the District. It 
had been usual, in former Congresses, to give ap asmall portion 
of time—two.or three days—for this object. The general ap- 
propriation bill was now disposed of, and the House would 
take up some other bill. On private bill day the business of the 
District was excluded; and he did hope, therefore, that his request 
would be acceded to. 

{Cries of “agreed, agreed’”—“no, no.” 

Mr. WELLER moved that the House do now adjourn. 

Which motion prevailing— 

The House adjourned, 


IN SENATE, 
Fripay, May 13, 1842. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
by their Clerk, returning the civil and diplomatic appropriation 
bill, with amendments. 

Mr. EVANS gave notice that he would ask the attention of 
the Senate, at lL o’clock, totheamendments. 

Mr. SMITH, from the Committee on Public Lands, to which 
had. been referred the memorial from the county cours of Holt 
county, Missouri, praying a grant of a quarter section of land 
to said county, on which to establish the county seat, reported 
a bill for the benefit of the county of Hoit, in the State of Mis- 

. souri; which was read, and ordered to a second reading, 
“Mr. S. also, from the same committee, to which had been re- 
ferred the bill for the relief of Daniel B. Bush, reported the 
same back, with amendments. 

Mr YOUNG, on leave, introduced a bill authorizing the coun- 
ty commissioners of Lake county, Iinois, to enter one quarter 
section of land, for the seat of justice in said county; which 
was read twice, aad referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 

Mr. MERRICK submitted the following resolution; which 
lies over one day under the rule, viz: 

Resolved, Thatallthe letters'of recommendation, and other 
papers, or information touching or concerning any nomination 
for ofze pending before the Senate, which may be sent or com- 
municeted by the President of the United States, or any chief 
executive officer, to the Senate, or any of its committees, shall 
be held and deemed to be confidential communications, within 
the meaning of the thirty-eighth rule for conducting the busi- 
ness of the Senate; but all such papers, when communicated to 
a committee, shall, after the decision of the question to which 
they relate, be returned to the proper department of the Gov- 
ernment, and not placed upon the files of the Senate, unless so 
expressly ordered by the Senate. 

Mr. McROBERTS submitted the following, which, he said, 
he would nove aga substituie for the resolution, when it came 
up for consideration, viz: “That, in ali cases of nomination 
made by the President to the Senate, for the appointment of 
officers of the United Sates, the Senate will proceed to con- 
sider and decide on said nominations with open doors.” 

The resolution and proposed amendment were then ordered 
to be printed. i 

Mr. CONRAD submitted the following resolution ; which 
was read, and agreed to: 

Resolved, Tuat the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Reads inguire.into the expediency of either totally repealing 
sò much’ of the att entided “Anact making appropriation for 
ivi} and diplomatic expenses of the Government for the 
S41,*.as) requires that the postmasiers in the several 
athe Union shall account at the Treasury Department 


“or receptacles for letters and papers. 


- bill for the relief of Archibald Parker, a soldier in the late war. 


- composed of members elected agreeably to a ratio of one Rep- 


for all sims of emolumenta:received by them respectively for 
boxes, pigeon-holes, or other receptacles. for letters or papers, 
and by them charged to individuals ; or of: modifying said act, 
to the effect— nee Batre Lae 
First That said postmastera be required to provide said boxes 


„Second. That they be authorized to charge to the Govern- 
ment the expenses necessarily incurred in providing the same. 

Third. To fixthe price or rent which said postmasters shall 
be authorized to démand for'thesame. 5 n 

Fourth. That the said price or rent shall be uniform in all 
the cities of the Union. nar . g 

‘Fifth. That the amount or price of said rent, which said 
postmasters are authorized to retain in part compensation for 
their services, shall be proportioned to the receipts arising 
from the boxes in the respective post-offices. g 

The adversereport of the Committee on Private Land Claims, 
on the claim of Robert Graham, was concurred in by the 

enate. 
~ The Senate then took up, asin committee of the whole, the 
bill for the reliefof Francis A. Harris; which having been con- 
sidered, was reported to the House, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading, 

The bill to provide for thesatisfaction of claims due to Ame- 
rican citizens, for spoliations committed on their commerce 
prior to the 3lst day of July, 1801, came up next in order, as 
in eommittee of the whole; but, without being considered, 
was, 

On the motion of Mr. CHOATE, laid on the table. 

The Senate then took up, as in committee of the whole, the 


Mr. SMITH, chairman of the Committee on Public Lands, 
who reported the bil}, explained that four special bills similar 
to ithad been reported favorably upon by thatcommittee. The 
Jand on which to locate bounty grants had been exhausted; and 
the law authorizing the issue of warrants for the granting of 
land had also expired: therefore, this bill was made necessary. 
Mr. S. said, the committee, besides those four cases, had also 
reported a general bill to cover all cases of alike character. 
The committee believed it would be better to pass the four spe- 
cial cases, as there was no question of their justness, and leave 
the general bill to cover future cases, of which there were prob- 
ably some hundreds. ` 

Mr. McROBERTS made some remarks in favor of author- 
izing scrip to be issued to the individual, to the amount of the 
land, in lieu of the land. 

Mr. SMITH thought the bill authorized such issue. z 

Mr. KING remarked that this wasa novel case. He believed, ` 
if the principle was adopted, in this and other bills of like char- 
acter, of issuing scrip, it would open the door to speculation. 
He would confine the individual to the land. He feared the 
same sysiem of frauds and speculation which existed under a 
former bill would spring up, if scrip was authorized to be is- 
sued in eu of the lands. 

Mr. SMITH remarked that two of those bills had been re- 
ported, and authorized the issue of scrip in lieu of the lands; 
and the other two made the grant in land, on the request of 
the petitioners. It made no difference to the Government 
whether the scrip was issued or not; the Jand was given in 
either case: but it would make great difference to the old sol- 
dier to whom the grant was"proposed to be made. If scrip 
was issued to him instead of the land, and it was his wish to 
sell, he could get more for the scrip than he could for the land, 
Thus, while it made no difference to the Government, it might 
occasion a Joss to the individual. 

Mr. KING moved to strike out the portion ofthe bill author- 
izing the issuing of scrip, soas to compel the beneficiary totake 


land. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana said, as this seemed to be test gues- 
tion, to govern ali similar cases, he demanded the yeasand nays; 
which were ordered. $ j 

The question was taken on striking out, ang decided in the 
affirmative, by yeas 18, nays 14. H 

The bill was thes reported to the Senate, and ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial, numerously signed 
by manufacturers of gold and silver articles, in the city of Phil- 
adelphia, in which the memorialists enter into au argument to 
show that the increase of duties to 20 per cent. at the last ses- 
sion, on watches and all kinds of jewellery, and gold and silver | 
ware, has not had any injurious effect on this species of trade 
so as to produce smuggling, as had been represented. They be- 
lieve that the levying of this rate of duties will be of good effect, 
and afford considerable revenue to the Goveri:ment. They 
therefore protest against the passage of any law reducing the 
duties on this kind of ware: referred to the Committee on 
Manufactures. 

Mr. BUCHANAN also presented the proceedings of a 
large suffrage meeting in Philadelphia, at which strong 
resolutions were adopted on the subject of the Rhode Island 
controversy. In the resolutions they express themselves in 
bold and fuir terme cn the elementary principles involved in 
this dispute. On motion of Mr. B., the proceedings were order. 
ed to lie on the table and be printed. 


THE APPORTIONMENT DILL. 


Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
which had been referred the bil} from the House for the appar. 
ticament of Representatives among the several States, according 
to the sixth census, reported the same back with several amend: 
ments. 

To show the amendments, and to make them intelligible, the 
b.li is published entire. Those portions of the bill enclosed in 
brackets, thus { ], are intended to be stricken out, and those por- 
tions in t/alics are proposed to be substituted for those stricken 
out. The bill is as follows: fe 


AN ACT for the apportionment of Representatives among the 
several States, according to the sixth census. s 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 

of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 

That, from and after the third day of March, one thousand eight 

hundred and forty three, the House of Representatives shail be 


resentative for every fifty thousand [one hundred and seventy- 
nine} persons in each State. of one additional Representative 
Sor tach State having a fraction greater than one moiety of 
the said ratio, computed according to the rule prescribed by 
the Constitution of the United States; that is to say: Within 


{five,] siz; within the State of Massachusetts, [fourteen,] Af. 
teen; Within the State of Rhode Island, two; within the aah 


the State of Maine, ten; within the State of New Hampshire, I 


of Connecticut, six; within the State of Vermont, [five] sis; 
within the State of New York, {forty-eight} forty-nine; within 
the State of New Jersey, seven; within the State of Pennsylé 
vania, thirty-four; within the State of Delaware, [one] too; 
within the State of Maryland. [eight,] nine; within the State 
of Virginia, twenty-one; within the Stata of North Carolina, 
thirteen; within the State of South Carolina, nine; within the 
State of Georgia, [eleven,] twelve; within the State of Ala- 
pama, [nine,] ten; within the State of Louisiana, (five,} sia; 
within the State of Mississippi, [five,] siz; within the State of 
Tennessee, fifteen; within the State of Kentucky, fourteen; 
within the State of Ohio, thirty; within the State of Indiana, 
[thirteen,] fourteen; within the State of Illinois, [nine,] ten; 
within the State of Missouri, seven; within the State of Arkan- 
sas, [one,] f200; and within the State of Michigan, four. ` 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, in every case 
when a Siate is entitled to more than one Representative, (the 
number to which each State shall be entitled under this appor- 
tionment shall be elected by districts, composed of contiguous 
territory, equalin number to the number of Representatives to 
which said state may be entided—no one district electing more 
than one Representative.] and the election in such State shall, 
under the laws thereof, he made by districts, such districts 
shall be composed of contiguous territory, and each shall cons 
tain a representative populution equal to thenumber which, 
by the existing ratio, shall be required for one member, as 
nearly as may be; and no one district shall elect more than 
one member. i ẹ 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented a memorial from twenty-five 
citizens of Illinois, stating their ages and pursuits in life—be- 
ing Suckers from 19 to 26 yearsof age. They state that they 
desire to remove to the Oregon Territory, and pray that Congress 
will givesuch assistance as will enable them to purchase wagons 
and horses and accomplish their object. They ask that the Gov- 
ernment will also encourage the migration, by extending a 
bounty in land to them when they get there, and by extending 
to them the protection of the Government. Mr, C. moved that 
the petition be read, and referred to the Select Committee on 
the Oregon Territory. 

Mr. LINN remarked that that committee had already re. 
ported a bill; since which time, all petitions of this character 
had been jaid on the table. This bill, he said, provided for 
most of the objects prayed for in this petition, by giving a boun- 
ty in land, by extending over the Territory the Jaws of the Uni- 
ten States, and by affording protection to settlers by a military 

force, z 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented a memorial from certain 
pearl-button manufacturers, in the city and county of Phila- 
delphia, praying that Congress willimpose such a rate of du- 
tics as wiil protect this branch of manufacture: referred to the 
Committee on Manufactures, g 

Mr. C., from the Committee on the Judiciary, reported back 
to the Senate, without amendment, the pill of the House, chan- 
ging the time of holding the circuit and district courts of the 
United States in the districts of Hast and West Tennessee. 

Mr. C. said there was no objection to the object and the form 
of the bill in the other House, He therefore hoped that, as 
there could be no objection to its passage, it would be diss 
posed of now. 

The bill was then taken up, asin committee of the whole, for 
consideration. : 

Messrs. SEVIER and KING opposed the bill, being of the 
impression that it might Interfere with the general arrangement 
of the judicial districts, (in which was tobe incladed the State 
of Arkansas,) which was provided for ina bill now before the 
Judiciary Committee, 

Messrs. CRITTENDEN and BERRIEN gave asgurances that, 
if this bill was passed, it could noi conflict with the bill before 
the Judiciary Committee, proposing a general reorganization of 
the courts; which billthe fatter Senator gave assurances to 
the Senator from Arkansas {Mr. Sevier] would be reported to 
the Senate without: delay. 

Me. KING moved to lay the bi] on the table, to await action 
onthe general dill in the hands of the Judiciary Committee, 

The question being put, the motion was disagreed to. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate, read the third time, 
and passed. - 4 

: GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


On motion of Mr. EVANS, the special order of the day wag 
postponed;sand the Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
the amendmentsiof the House to the civil and diplomatic ap- 
propriation bill 

The first amegdment proposed by the House to the Senate 
amendments was to reduce the amount for printing the Bien+ 
nial Register, $149, i 

Mr. EVANSdmoved that the Senate concur in the amendment; 
which was agreed to. , 

The next was the dissent ofthe House to the amendment of the 
Senate, (page 15, line 329,) increasing the compensation for the 
workmen at the New Orleans mint from $2,000 to $10,000.. 

Mr. EVANS explained that this increase, if necessary could 
be provided forata future time, and therefore recommended 
the Senate to recede from its amendment; which was agreed to. 

The next was the dissent of the House to the Senate's 
amendment to add $600 to the $1,000 for iron rods to strength: 
en the noith and south wings of said mint. = 

Mr. EVANS moved that the Senate recede from its amend: 
ment, 

Mr. CONRAD would prefer that the whole appropriation 
were stricken out. 

Mr. EVANS said the Senate could not now do that, 

The Senate receded from the amendment. 

The next was the Senate’s amendment to the appropriation 
forthe southern district court of New York, amended by the 
House in several particulars; first, reducing the salary of the 
district attorney from $5,000 to $5,000. 

Mr. EVANS hoped the amendment of the House would not 
be concurred in. He feared the matter could not be adjusted in 
any other way than by acommittee ofconference. He would 
therefore, advise the Senate to adhere to its original amend: 
ment. g 

Mr. WRIGIT explained at considerable length his views 
with regard to the amendments he had proposed; and which 
with some modifications, had been adopted by the Senate. He 
was very willing to leave the adjustment to the Treasury De- 
partment, until the returns are correctly ascertained, He would 
prefer that the limitation should be omitied. ` 

The question was then taken, and the Senate refused to con- 
cur in the amendment. 

&.The next was, with regard to the change in the marshal’s 
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salary, from $6,000 to $5,000; with which the Senate also re- 
fused to concur. : 

The next was a verbal amendment to strike out the word “of- 
ficers,?”? which was concurred m. 
| The next was in reference to the salaries of the clerks of the 
district courts, the maximum of which was $4,500, which the 
House proposed to fix at $2,500. 

M EVANS hoped the Senate would not agree to the amend- 
ment, .’ : 

The Senate refused to concur in the amendment. 

The next related to the compensation for marshal, which the 
House proposed to reduce from $6,000 to $5,000: non-concurred 
in-—ayes 19, noes 17. The yeasand nays were demanded. 

Mr. KING asked why the Chairman of the Finance Commit- 
teé recommended the non-concurrence of the Senate? Was it 
that $5,000 was not a sufficient salary fora marshal? This 
was a bad specimen to the country of a dispasition to econo- 
mise. ; 

Mr. EVANS said this was not a cutting Jown of a salary—it 
‘was a withholding from an officer his own earnings. Butas to 
the question whether $5,000 was not a sufficient salary, he would 
pay thatthe duties, hazards, and responsibilities of the office of 
marshal of the southern district of New York, are very great; 
and ‘the difficulty of getting security was such as to render it 
necessary to give a liberal salary to obtain a competent person. 
to fill the office. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON adde], that the responsibility was in- 
creased by the necessity which the marshals were under of put- 
ting a construction on the laws which they have to carry out. 
He had noticed a great variety of cases decided against sher 
iffs, for mistakes in performing the duties of their office. He 
was for giving a fair compensation for the performance of such 

uties. 

Mr, SMITH of Connecticut approved of the reduction. 

Mr. WALKER stated a few facts, which showed the great 
risk and responsibililies of an officer such as that of marshal of 
the district courtof New York. He could not concur in the 
amendment proposed by the House. The yeas and nays were 
then taken on the question of non-concurrenice, and resulted, 
yeas 23, nays 16; so the House amendment was not concurred 
in. 

The next was an amendment of the House, prohibiting the 
allowance of per diem for attendance, on rule days, in the cir- 
cuit and district courts; and aiso separate charges where the 
two courts sit together. 


‘Mr. EVANS explained that this was an amendment to the 
amendment made by the Senate to the amendment of the Sena- 
tor from New York, (Mr. Wricur;] and the object of the 
House’s amendment was to recurto the original proposition of 
the Senător from New York, that, when the district attorney, 
clerks, or marshals, are attending the courts, they shall not 5e 

_ entitled toa per vier compensation for baukrupt business, The 
Senate’s amendment was, that, when those officers should be 
required to attend for bankrupt business alone, they should be 
allowed a per diem. 

Mr. WRIGH î' explained his mofives for having concurred 
in the proposed amendment to his amendment. 

The Senate refused to concur in the House amendment. 

The next was an additional proviso, proposed by the House 
to the same appropriation; which was concurred in. 

The next was an amendment to the Senate’s amendment to 
item 173, for the agent for the settlement of private land claims 
in Florida, adding to the proviso, And that the said office 
of law-agent, aiid the power to employ assistant counsel, are 
hereby abolished.” 

The Senate concurred in the House amendment. 

The next was the dissent of the House to the 14th amend- 
ment—that to add $50,000 to the appropriation for the Boston 
Custom: house. 

Mr. EVANS explained the necessity of putting the roof on the 
building this season. IY $109,000 were appropriated, the roof 
could be put on permanently. The $59,090 wouid go to pay 
whatis due. The whole sum of $100,000 was the least that 
could be beneficially expended. He hoped the Senate would 
adhere to its amendment. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN asked the Senator from Hew Hampshire 
how much of the appropriation for the Boston custom-house 
had been lost by being deposited in one of the banks of Boston? 

Mr. WOODBURY explained that. about $70,000 was due 
by the Boston Commonwealth Bank, which bad been sued 
for; and, under the guidance of counsel, an arrangement was 
made by which the Government was secured from any loss. 

Mr. CHOATE corroborated the statement made by the Sena- 
tor from New Hampshire. 

Mr. KING had voted for the appropriation under the impres- 
sion that there might be economy in expending the $1C0,000. 
The Senate’s amendment had gone back to the Fouse, and had 
been there maturely considered and disapproved. U theso 
circumstances, he thought it might be prudent to postpone any 
further expenditure. He believed, on the whole, it would be 
best to take the appropriation as originally made by the 

Louse. 

Mc. EVANS had madea thorough inquiry into this matter, 
and the result was a full conviction that the true economy was 
to expend the sum recommended by the Senate, Le hoped the 

Benate’s amendment would be adhered to. a , 

Mr. PRESTON was fied that the condition of the buiid- 
ing was such that a proper regard for economy would demand 
the speedy completion of the work. — A great saving would arise 
from expending a sufficient sum this season. He did not con- 
cur with those who maintained that such public buildings aught 
to be mere plain places of business. if there was any thing 
he honored the late administration for, it was for the magnifi- 
cent public buildings in thi y which grew up under iis pat- 
ronage. He was far from denying to Bostona pubiic building 
commensurate with the wealth, importance, and commercial 
business of that chy. Fie would be hed if, when this build- 

ing is completed, the city of Boston shali have a public building 
wortha million of dollars; but he wished to see it a magnificent 
and useful building, and not a magnificent ruin, He hoped the 
Senate’s amendment would be adhered to, 


the House amendment. ¢ 
make approptiations in advance of expenditures; for, when so _ 


memamen ner aeee 


Mr. CHOATE approved of the Senate’s amendment; and, 
from further inquiries which he had made since’ the subject 
was before under consideration, he learned, positively, that the 
existing contracts, and sums due for work done, would exhaust 
me whole of the original appropriation of fifty thousand dol- 
arg. - F 

Mr. WALKER had not heard a single Senator state that fifty 


thousand dollars would complete the building, nor even one. 


hundred thousand dollars. He believed it would be just econo- 
yy to appropriate one hundred thousand dollars instead of fifty 
thonsand dollars. If the full appropriation was not-made, a 
temporary roof would have to be put on; whereas, the one 
hundred thousand dollars would admit of a permanent roof. 
He would, therefore, vote for adhering to the Senate’s amend- 
ment. é 


Mr. YOUNG thought, as the House of Representatives had 
originally proposed but $50,000, and, on considering the Sen- 
ate’s amendment, still adhered to its first appropriation; and as 
the House had just as good opportunities of knowing all about 
he matter as the Senate, it would be proper to concur with 
It was too much the practice to 


made, they were only an encouragement toextravagance. = - 

The Senate refused to tecede from its amendment. 

The next was the Senate’s amendment to appropriate $28,000 
for the payment of the sums due for completing the custom- 
house at New York, which the House of Representatives dis- 
sented from, 


Mr. EVANS explained the hardship of this refusal to pay for 
work actually done by persons employed on_the custom-house 
of New York, under the inspection of Mr. Frazee, the archi- 
tect, whose salary for sixteen months is also included. He 
enumerated some of the articles, and eulogised the ability, in- 
tegrity, industry, and faithfulness of Mr. Frazee. 


The objection of the House was, that there was no authority 
for the emp!oyment of those workmen. It appeared that the 
commissioners, Messrs. Bowne and Hoyt, disagreed as to com- 
pleting the building according to Mr. Frazce’s plan, and an in 
vestigation by the naval officer and surveyor was authorized 
through the Treasury Department; and upon the report which 
was the result of that investigation, the then Secretary of the 
Treasury directed Mr. Frazee, who had been discharged by Mr. 
Bowne, to he replaced, and his plan adopted. The commis- 
sioners had accordingly directed Mr. Frazee to finish the woi k, 
and for that purpose to employ the former contractors at their 
contract prices. 3 

The presumed authority was the letter of the then SecretarY 
of the Treasury. 

Mr. Frazee, being here to assist the contractors in prosecuting 
their claim, had been asked by some one for his authority, and, 
not having his papers, imprudently undertook to. draw 
up a copy of the Secretary of the Treasury’s lewer from 
memory. in thiscopy, it appears, there were three words not 
in the original, but not materially affecting the purport. One 
was the word “especially; avother, the word “consiruction;” 
and the third, the word “bronzed.” It was imagined in the 
House that these were interpolations of sinister design; and, 
he believed, out of this mistake, the principal opposition to the 
claim had arisen. Mr. Evans eulogized the character of Mr. 
Frazee at great length, and expressed his conviction, in the 
strongest terms, of the perfect fairness and integrity of his con- 
duct. He conceived the House would, ón a revision of the 
matter, allow the appropriation. He therefore moved that the 
Senate should adhere to its amendment. 


The merits of this appropriation, and the difficulty arising 
out of the discrepancy between the original and copy of Mr. 
Woodbury’s letter, were debated for nearly two hours by 
Messrs. SEVIER, EVANS, MOREHEAD, YOUNG, CAL. 
HOUN, WOODBURY, WRIGHT, CHOATE, HUNTING- 
TON, and KING. 


Mr. EVANS’s motion of adhering tothe Senate’s amend- 
ment was concurred in. 

The next was in the appropriation for light houses—the Sen- 
ate amendment to strike out $4,000 for superintendents’ com- 
missions, and insert $11,215; which the House refused to 
agree to. 

The Senate refused to recede from its amendment. 

The next was the Senate’s amendment for half outfit. for the 
Charge @’ Affaires to Holland, which the House ainended toa 
full outfit. 

The Senate concurred in the amendment of the House, 

The next wasthe Nenate’s amendment to increase the contin- 
gent expensesto the usual sum of $30,000, which the House re- 
fased to concur in. 

The Senate receded from itsamendment. 

The next was an amendment by the House to establish a 
commercial agent, at $5,000 salary, on the coast cf Africa. 

Mr. BERRIEN objected to this amendment. He believed it 
was generally understood that this amendment arose out of a 
suggestion made by the Colonization Society. If such an 
agency were necessary, the propesition should come ina differ- 
ent manner, aid from the proper authority. He hoped the 
amendment wouid not be concurred in. 

Mr. MORGHEAD thought the act for the suppres: 
slave trade, of the March, 1819, authorized the est 
cf agents on the Afiican coast. 

ANS, in reference to the observations of the Senator 

[Me. Bexues.] thought it was in order for the 

YFouse to make such an amendment, asan amendment to the 
Senate’s amendment. 

Mr. MOREMEAD had occasion to refer to the law of 1819 a 


few days ago; and, he thought, disconnected- with the Coloniza- 
tion Seciety, that law ought to be carried out in good faith,and, 
ifanagest tg noton the African coast to aid In suppressing the 
slave- e, he considered it the duty of Government to have 


one there, oras many as might be found necessary in further- 
ance of thatobjest. He hoped the amendment would be con- 
curred.in. 4 

Mr. WOODBURY observed that the navy appropriation 
bill would be.the proper bill to introduce anything for the sup- 
pression of the slave-trade. 


Mr. KING said it had nothing to do with the slay: 


merce which could find authority in-the.act of 1819., 
Mr. BERRIEN expressed the same views. ` 
The House amendment was not concurred in: oie Ae 

- The next was the House’s dissent from’ the Senate’s amend- 

mentto the appropriation for American seamen abroad; which 

amendment the Senate agreed to recede ftom. . 2° 2 $ 

The next was a verbal amendment; which: was agreed’ to. 

Mr. KING called the attention of the Senate to the House 
amendment, relative to the Florida agent, and moyed a recon- 
sideration of the Senate’s vote. . : 
ey LINN explained that it would be the safest plan to retain’ 

e agents, 

Mr. EVANS explained that he did not ‘think the Senator 
from Alabama would gain anything by the reconsideration, 

Mr. KING withdrew his motion of reconsideration. 

Mr. MANGUM moved a reconsideration of the Senate's vote 
with regard to the $28,000 appropriation for the custom-house 


_ of New York. 


Messrs. bh VANS and WRIGHT hoped not, * 

The motion for reconsideration was not pressed. fg oe 

The whole of the amendments having been gone tbrough 

Mr. EVANS said he wished the billto be sent back tothe 
House, that it mightbe finally disposed of to-morrow. He moved 
an adjournment, which was'agreed to; and the Senate, at half- 
past five o’clock, adjourned. : 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, ; © ° 
Fray, May 13, 1842. : 
Mr. HOLMES presented a memorial of. the Chamber of 
Commerce of the city of Charleston, in the State of South Caro- 
lina, remonstrating against a contemplated change of the route 
of the great mail betweeh Bostor and New Orleans; which me- 
morial was referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. i 
Mr. MOORE of Louisiana moved that the House proceed to 
the consideration of the private calendar, but waived the mo 
tion for the moment at the request of Mr. TRIFLETT. 
CONTINGENT EXPENSES OF FOREIGN MISSIONS. 
i Mr. TRIPLETT, on leave given, offered the following. resos 
ution: Js 
Resolved, That the subject of providing for the contingent 
expenses of. the foreign intercourse of the Government of the 
United States be referred to the Committee on Foreiga Affairs, 
with instructious to report by bill, or otherwise, as soon.as may 


e. ‘ 

Mr. T. remarked that, the matter having been already dis- 
cussed in Committee of the Whole, he supposed no discussion 
would now arise, . ‘ 

The resolution was adopted. 


NEW YORK CUSTOM-HOUSE. 


Mr. THOMPSON of Indiana asked leave to offer the follow: 
ing resolution: ; Diet 

Resolved, That it be referred to a select committee to inquire 
into all the circumstances attending the finishing and furnishing 
of the ew York custom-house, and to ascertain how much is 
justly due, and te whom, for work done and materials provided . 
Since the 3d day of March, 1841, and by what authority: such 
debt was contracted; and that the committee have“ power: to 
send for persona and papers, and to examine witnesses on oath, 
touching the matters so referred to them. . 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia objected, H Ei 

Mr. THOMPSON moved a suspension of the rules; on which 
motion the vote stood: Ayes 87, noes 28; no quorum voting. 

Mr. SMITH withdrew his objection. i 

And, after ‘a brief conversation, the resolution, having been 
so modified by Mr. Twompson, on the suggestion of Mr. Bowne, 
as to give power to the committee to report by bill or other- 


wise, was adopted. NS 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. f 


Mr. FILLMORE rose aud said that he had received commu~ 
nications from the Navy and the War Departments, stating that 
the amount of appropriations for both these departments was 
exhausted; and, according to the last information received from 
the Navy Department, on the 25th of April, it appeared that 
drafts on that department had been protested, Under these cir- 
cumstances, he felt bound to ask the House to take up the naval, 
appropriation bill. For that purpose, he moved that the House 
now resolve itself mto Committee of the Whole- on the state of 
the Union. $ 

Mr. MATHIOT submitted to the Speaker that the motion 
of the gentleman from Louisiana [Mr. Moors] had prece- 


Ê 


nce. 
oer. FILLMORE sent to the Clerk’s table a letter from the 
Secretary of the Navy, setting forth the condition of the appro- 
priation for that department, (as piated by Mr. F.;) which was 
read for information. ee 

Mr. M. A COOPER inquired of the Speaker what was the 
order of the day? 

The SPEAKER. Private bilis. 

Mr. COOPER hoped, he said, that the House would proceed 
with the regular order of business, : 

The SPEAKER said the motion ef the gentlenian from New 
York (Mr. FiLLMORE] was entitled to prece dence. 3 

An: the question onhe said motion was ‘taken; and, by ayes 
75. 58, was agreed to, g ene 
a the louse resolved itself iato Committee of the Whoic 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. CLIFFORD of Maine in the 

i 

PO moion of Mr. FILLMORE, the committee proceeded to 
the consideration of the bill making appropriations for the na- 
yal service for the year 1842, j 

The bill, having been read through, was taken up by sec- 
am No. 1 being ünder consideration, in the words following? 
“For pay ef commissioned, warrant, and petty officers, and sea- 
men, $3,195,482 23" — 


ae 


they never would consent to keep up an 

ssl ‘army, and a large and expensive 

— tmy.as they now had, and sucha navy as they 

wan Finis which was inconsistent with the poli- 

cy of our Government, oppressive; and dangerous: What aig 
this country want with sucha navy as England had, whic 

had cost hundreds-of millions to build it up, and muyder and 

- plunder to support it?-- What did we want with such armies 

as- those of France or of Russia? - They cost millions annually 

- to support-them,. Such :an army or navy might be used by 

some aspiring chiefiain to forward: bis ambitious views. i 

had no-desite to.see this country building squadrons to rot in 

our harbors, or to fan our pride of power on the ocean. Great 

Britain’s rule on the ocean had cost her more than her people 

were able to pay: He was opposed, he repeated, to these large 

` armiesand navies.. Suchan. army and navy would be oppres. 

sive, Liberty could not live where bayonets bristle in time of 


: Vasion or insul 


tem, by striking y 
uae g ` unnecessarily large standing 


THER móvéd to Amend the i 
and insetiiig $2,335,000. 
fie had moved. Anis amendment ; 
iciting an “expianativn of the increased a 
Siok £ This amount, in.1841,-was $2,335,000; and there was 
now asked forsimilar services, in 1842, $3,195,432—an increase 
of-more than $800,000 in one year,- Why was this? -The Sec: 
etary of the.Navy had greatly increased the number of officers 
within the lasttwo years;.and within the last year, a large num- 
` ber of midshipmen had been appointed, and lieutenants: and 
captains hiad'been promoted: Toe- number of officers within 
the fast one or two years had been increased three hundred and 
seventy. Did this increase require an-inc 
He was satisfied that, 
as itfiad commenced, it woul 
United. States, p3 
not prepared to voré for this e 
hearing the reasons for it. 
be made, te would withdra 
Mr. POPE said he was incline 
Heman.trom. Georgid, {Mr. Merrweruer;] but he sug 
the chairman of the Naval Committee (Mr. Wis p 
y general consent, the bill pe laid over, [Cries 


for the purpose of 
bpropriaiion now’ 


teased appropriation 
if the department went on 
d require all the Treasury of the 
and $30,000,000 wouid not.support it. He was 
xtraordinary. Increase, withuut 
if. thie ‘appropriation was proper to 
w his amendment. 

d to favor the views of the gen« 


We should prepare for war in time of peace, 
ing a standing army-or a large navy. 

He was for preparing both to defend ourselves from. the at- 
tack {of a foreign foe, and from the attack of our internal ene- 
mies, But there was no excuse now for such expenditures; 
and the condition of our finances requires us to retrench our 


but not by keep- 


present, that,b 
Gt “Noy nope. . 

Mr. FILLMORE regretted that the chairman of the Com- 
mittee’on Naval Affairs was not her 
ported from the Committee of Wa’ 
lation to the reorganization of the navy. This was a mere ap: 
ropriation for the purpose of carrying into effect existing 
providing for the navy as now organized, and not with a 
view of making any change in the organic laws of that depart- 


year will not, probably, exceed twelve 
and yet we propose to appropriate fourteen millions 
to the support of the army and navy. 

Nor will the proposed revision of the tariff raise sufficient 
revenue for so large appropriations. The time was past when 
we could expect to raise a large revenue from customs. No 
pon by this House will ever raise reve- 
We should, therefore, retrench,—return to the 
years 1830 and 1831, when the expenses of the 
were only about seven millions. 
the people with such expenditures, 
war before another session of Congress, 

Mr. FILLMORE said he would very briefly, 
of relieving the apprehensions of the committee 
peared to be anextravagant ai 
mittee of Ways and. Means 
They believed the approprja 
was on this account that, aft 
ing obliged by the rules to 
certain time—they had aske 
further examination. 
it up, and went. throu, 
ence on the subject 


e, although this bill was re- The revenue of this 


ys and Means. 


tariff that can be acted u 
„ke was not astonished nue sufficient. 
Georgia (Mr. MERIWETHE 
department of the public 


mote surprised; perhaps, than t 


at the surprise of the gentleman from 
R] at the extraordinary increase of this 
but the gentleman was not 
he Committee of Ways and 
Ifthe gentleman would look to the documents ac- 
s message of the present session, 
ull explanation-of the cause of this 
n within the control of the Com. 
they would, perhaps, have been 


army and navy 
e had no excuse for taxing 
except we were to have 


companying the President’, 
page 377, he would find a f 
increase; and had the case bee 
ittecóf Ways and Means, 
disposed to reduce it.. ae á 
` “Gentlemen would discover, by reference to this docum 
plaletnent, in detail, of the sou 
Peared from it that the estim 
for 1841, was $1,687,350; ar 
a difference of $603,933, 
should say, that they had found no estimat 
ment of this Government, 
cit, as from that departme 


for the purpose 
asto what ap- 
ppropriation, state what the Com- 
had done in reference to the bill. 
tion asked for was very large. 
er they had reported the bill—be- 
port the appropriation bills in a 
d the bill to be recommitted for 
It was recommitted, the committee took 
holding correspond- 
for the. purpose of 
ight be made. 
nt might be made, 
” but the department insisted 
spensable to be appropriated. 
et diligently to work to see 
could recommend a reduction 
and, after a careful considera. 
e came to the conclusion that 
stice to the officers and seamen 
cut off their pay, subsistence, or 
ere entitled. by law; and that 
They were employed by 
8 to be paid, "Therefore 
a reduction in the pay or 
en actually commissioned 


rees: of this expenditure, 
ate for this branch of the g 
nd for this year, $2,296,283: 
It was due to the department that.he gh it very carefully, 
with the department, 
ascertaining whether some retrenchment mi: 


to where retrenchme: 


xo full in their details, 
at, Mr. F. further read from the 
the first cause of this increase arose from 
on made for the home squadron, 

they provided forthe 
a Jt was estimated, 
The next cause of increase was, “th 
e inthe force to be employed.” 

there had been an inere, 


all their inquiries ag 
y received the reply, “nowhere; 
that the whole estimate was indi 
Nevertheless, the committee 
sip their judgment, they 
‘opriations to the House; 
the subject, the committe 
; 88.8 matter of ju 
y engaged in the service, 
ng else to which they 
y had no discretion on this subj 
d were entitled for their service 
mmittee could not recommend 
subsistence of the officers and seam 
in the service of the country. 
The committee had found that 
been made under the heads of in 
equipment, and wear and tear 
tions, for several 
estimate for this 
aware that, from 
sion, the expense: 
what increased; 
single item of o 
increase in the 
Board contempl: 
believing this a 
tion of buildings, 
also found an in 


They ail knew 
home squadron, 
would be about 
at there had been 
The third cause 
ase On some of our foreign 


that, at the extra session, 
the annual cost of which 


they could not 


from a careful investig 
ment, that we hau fifteen more vessels in c 
thaniaat. : The manner in which these ves 
would appear froma communication tro 
contained in the report of the Committee 
companying this bill, which showed the 
employed on foreign stations from 1841 
creased cost. thereof; from which Mv. 
increage in the number 
of, amounting 10 $41 
ne cause of the increase of the 
the number of promotions that had 
Ktappeared. to him that i) 
more humerous in the past year th 
for some years. He believed that 
the appolnting power with referen 
or the grade given them, 60 far 
thera was very little responsibili 
pretty much at large, 
an Bppropriation for the pay of those off 
ally inthe service. That was allthe ex 


Mr. FORNANCE was understood to 
much opposed to the passage of thig bi 
passage at the present time. 

not only willing to talk abor 
rvetrenchment and ri 


, It would appear, ation of this docu- 
ommission this year 


sels were distributed 


changes of the force 
to 1832, with the in- 
F. road a statement of the 
and the increased cost there- 


every year appropriations had 
crease of armam 
of vessels—w 
years past, had averaged $1 
year was $3,165,000. The 
the increased number of yess 
s under this head must neces 
but they had recommended a ri 
ver a million of dollars. 
estimate for navy yards, an 
ated expenses for severa 
very inauspicious time t 
, the committee had red 
crease in the estim: 


ents, ordnance, 
hich appropria- 
„585,000; and the 
mmittee were 
els in commis. 
sarily be some- 
eduction in this 
also found an 
that the Navy 
| new buildings; but, 
O commence the erec- 
uced that item. 


” 
pay of officers arose from 
been made within a short 
le appointments had been 
au during any previous year 
there was no limitation on 
ceto the numbe 
aa fixed by law, 
ty on this department, 
ad felt bound to report 
icers and Seamen actu- 
plauation he considered 


‘the committee h 


f fore the bill was di 
say that he was not so under this head. 
present shape, 
He was one of 
it retrenchment 
eform whenever 
ampaigo, he re- 
‘emem der it too~ 
be administered for 
ed by other gen- 


make reduction 
The committee had rec 
mates, of $1,356,400. The 
and had carefully revised 
the appropriations to the } 
public service, 
this bill was $6,856,000;. ard 
years, appropriated, had. be 
considered the 
vessels, they would 
much as possible. 
lon Prevailing inthe hall— 
N said ft must become h 
€ committee of the disorder. 
members by name to obs 
essly forbidden 
unless the commit 


Mr. FILLMORE concluded h 
alluded to the action of the Cı 
this subject, and would conte 
unless gentlemen desired to 


as he was toits 
those who were 


practicable, During th 
membered well—and other ge 
they were told that thia Gove 
$13,000,000. Othersums m 
temen; but he remembered 
limits that were fixed, 
connexion with the bill m 
found the two items alone 
the appropriations for the 
Priations which have already pussec 
on their files; being 81,000,030 more f 
were told would be required for the 
he was unwilling to vo 
ficient necessiiy. 


bpropriated by 


ntlemen would. r fore, for several 


rument could 

ight have been 
dastinetly that thal 
But, on an examinatio 


the amount hereto: 
en about five anda half millions. 
mber of officers and 
see that every item had been 


Increased nu 


n of this bill 
aking appropriations for 
amounted to $14.000,000, 
raranent, and of the appro- 
the House, and othera suli 
or two branches than they 
whole Government. 
ropriations, without a suf- 
vea war before the com- 
ngress, he would vote this 
ng to give his sanction to it 
ad been appropriated 
rge as were now p 
as done under the ex- 


is duty, after so 


often reminding th s if it did not sub- 


side, to call on the 
versation was expri 


d 
be tolerated by the and would not 


ie for such apy tee overruled his 
Ifthey were to ha 
mencement of another session of Cor 
Buthe was unwilli 
in time of peace, He knew large 
by the late Administration, but not so la 
posed for the army and the navy. flw 
citement of rumors of war, which exist 
nenced any longer by such rumors. 
urion, hesupposed, would soon be 
close; and they should certain 
to have war or not. 
Jing to vote for an appropria: 
for that purpose; 
retrenchment. 
Here was. the proper place. for retrenchment— 
might retrench by millions 
ing by cutting off small expendi 
jug by one or.two the number o 
and thus saving.a few dollars 
: bs safely retrench b 
tion. to: $8,000,/000— 
i: The people of t 
fence of the country 


g that he had briefly 
aysand Means on 
athe had said, 
tctiesto him on 


oni mittee of W: 
nt himself with wh: 
put any interroga 


Mt. BIDLACK inquired of the 
Ways and Means if t 
payment of officers and 
contemplated an inerea. 

Mr. FILLMORE said 


appropriation, 


chairman of the Com 
he bill provided onl 
seamen now employed, or w 
se ol the present number? 

d the gentlema 
ed estimate hi 


not to be inf 


The mission 
of Lord Ashb 


brought to a 
ow whether they were 
ave war, he would be wil- 
ion of $50,000,000, ifit wis needed 
but, if not, he hoped they should have some 


n would perceive, on an 
d referred to, that the 
y to pay the officers in 
© would be arranged as 
and the seamen actual 


ifthey wore toh examination of the detail 
amount now asked was sufficient onl 
command, and midshipmen wh 


pmen during the year, 


hey had before been retrench- 
tires for clerk-hire, diminish- 
f their pages and 
of annual salary; 
ons; they might reduce this ap- 
tbus making a. retrenchment of 
ig country would bear to be taxed 
sand tò guard thé nation from in- 


but here they 


who was suspended from service for four or five years, and the 
court martial also added-that his pay should be suspended. The 
President of the United States etruck that part of the condemna- 
tion out, thereby leaving him for this period to realize all the 
benefits of an officer in the navy, without any part of hs labora, 
toils, and dangers ; and, strange as it might appear, this was 
tended for a punishment on him ! 

oe were Pher cases of this kind, he was told. Let those 
who knew or: had heard of other cases speak of them, He 
regretted that the chairman of the Committee on, Naval Affairs 
was not present, as he would like to inquire of him whether 
the pay of officers. in commission and not in service was in- 
cluded in. thisitem. Ifany member of that committee knew, 
he hoped he would give the information. He was opposed to 
including, in this appropriation, the pay of Commodore Elliott 
and others, if there were any in commission, and not in service. 
He knew not this officer, and therefore his remarks were hot 
personal, but he applied this principle to all cases. It. might 
be that the President had commissioned more officers than 
there were vessels, and that there were supernumeraries. He 
was anxious to cut down this class of supernumeraries ; but 
was willing to vote liberally for appropriations for the navy 
when they were applied to the expenses of its actual gervice. 

Mr. CALHOUN (very indistinctly heard) was understood to 
say that it did not devolve onthe chairman of the Committee 
on Naval Affairs to reply to.the inquiry of the gentleman from 
Kentucky, [Mr. TRIPLETT;]} but another commitiee was charged 
with that subject, viz: the Committee on the Expenditures of 
the Navy Department. j ` 

Mr. FILLMORE, in reply to the inquiry of Mr. TRIPLETT, 
sa'd, if he understood the estimate correctly, this item in- 
cluded these severa! grades of officers: first, those in actual 
service on the ocean; second, those in service at our navy yards 
and hospitals; and, third, those waiting orders. In reference to 
this last class, if the gentleman would ‘ook at the document 
already referred to, he would find that the amount appropriated 
to them was $295,400, the numbers of the various grades of 
which he read, amounting to 230 in commission, waiting or- 
ders, and 39 expecting to be added to the list. There was 
nothing here which the Committee of Ways and Means wished 
to disguise. They took it as they found it, z 

Mr. JOHNSON of Tennessee said that he did not rise to dja- 
cuss the question now before the House, but to suggest that the 
action of the committee had best be delayed until the chairman 
of the Naval Committee and the chairman of the Committee 
on the Expenditures of the Navy Department were present to 
answer the various interrogatories proposed. Whilst up, how. 
ever, he might be'permitted to say that the increased expen- 
diture in the navy, of which gentlemen now complained, was 
One of the consequences of the called session in June last, when 
this House voted almost unanimously for the home squadron. 
Did gentlemen expect the home squadron to be added to the 
navy without an additional expenditure? Did gentlemen ex. 
pect fificen more ships to be put in commission, without more 
men, more officers, and officers of a higher rank, to command 
them? All this had been done under the first Secretary of the 
Navy of the new Administration, The present Secretary had 
only made estimates to comply with that law; and surely gentle- 
men who voted with so much unanimity for the home squadron, 
would now be-ready to vote the necessary expenditure for car- 
tying it into effect.” At the called session, the House had been 
admonished that the home squadron would add to the annual 
expenditures of the navy more than a million of dollars. Mr, 
J. said he would not go further into the subject at this time, but 
trusted that the committee would act upon his suggestion, and 
delay farther action until the other gentlemen having charge of 
this subject were present. ` 

Mr. FILLMORE hoped they would not defer the bill, 

Mr. EVERETT had understood the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee (Mr. Jounson}j to refer tothe fact, that a number of officers 
beingon shore, and not inacuve service, as a consequence of 
the act of last session establishing a home squadron. He (Mr. 
E.) supposed the effect of that would be the direct reverse, 
When they put more vessels into commission, the officers on 
shore would find more room for employment. 

But he rose to callon the Commitiee on Naval Affairs, or on 
any one acquainted with the subject, for some information as to 
the appointment of midshipmen, in which every section of 
the country had a deep interest, It appeared to him that there 
Was uo manner in which they could so attach the whole coun- 
try tothe navy, as to distribute these appointments among the 
different sections of the Union, He did not recollect that he 
had ever had the good fortune to get a person appointed for 
whom he had made application. During the Jate Administra- 
tion, he had applied for a poor orphan boy to get him into the 
navy. We had not then quite arrived at the age which was re- 
quired; but he received encouragement that, when he became 
of age, his appointment should be made. At that time the ap- 
plication was renewed, and he was told that the situations were 
full. On the change of the Administration he applied to Mr. 
Badger, from whom he understood that there was not only no 
vacancy, but that asurplus had been appointed by the prece- 
ding Administration. He applied to the present Secretary, and 
had received as an answer that his application should be most 
Tespectfully considered. He found that 168 midshipmen had been 
appointed since bis application, and yet the poor orphan. boy 
was not included inthe number. We had thence been induced: 
to look around and see where these appointments went. Ac» 
Curding to the statement of the Secretary, of the appointments 
made from the 4th of March, 1841, tothe Sh of April last, the 
whole number of midshipmen appointed had been 158; of which 
31 were from Virginia, 20 from the District of Columbia, and 
-19 from Maryland; and of 85 other appointments, 18 had been 
from Virginia, 9 from the District of Columbia, and 4 from 
Maryland—giving to Virginia 49, to the District of Columbia 
29, and to Maryland 23; making 101 out of 253 appointments ! 
This was no way to attach the country to the navy; and, if it 
was not a rule of the department to make a distribution of 
these offices, it should be provided for by law. 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN said he presumed, if this bill wag 
to provide for the officers appointed according to law, this wag 
hot the place for the amendment which had been indicated, but 


eh 
of opinion that the whole naval sysiem was wrong. They had 


r others in 
progress of promotion, They had two, three, and even four 


who had not been to sea so long as his memory served, and they 
"Were not old men yet. He knew there were men who teceived 

pay year after year from the public treasury, without going tn 
sea; and he knew they were not considered worthy to go tO sea, 


Si 


He was willing that pay shouldbe continued-to men who had 
become incapacitated by active service; but for mer-to receive 
pay, year after year, without going to sea, while in the prime 
and* vigor of life; was contrary to the genius of our Govern- 
mant, and was destructive in its operation. The Government 
itself would become intolerable, if it tolerated such abuses. He 
had a letter from a young man who had been apprenticed to 
the navy, but who desired a midshipman’s appointment—a 
young man-well recommended; but he was told that appren“ 
tices in the navy could not be appointed officers; if they en- 
tered as apprentices, they were barred forever.. It was a rule 
and'regulation in the navy,.that if entered as an apprentice, he 
could never become a captain. Now, he protested against 
such a system: he preferred that the officers should come 
through the hawse-hole rather than through the cabin window. 
The best men in-the service were those who had served before 
the mast, and who had risen from thence without anybod}’s rec- 
ommendation; for they had recommended themselves by their 
application, and their fitness for their station. He would take 
all-our officers thence, and say that no man should get a com. 
mission, unless he had served before the mast, and suffered 


with the common sailor; for, then, he would know how to sym- - 


pathize with and to command the common sailors. The whole 
of the present system was wrong: wrong in its commanders, 
and wrong in all its departments. 

He proceeded to comment on the relative proportions of offi- 
cers supplied by different portions of this Union. He said one 
hundred and one had been taken from Virginia, the District of 
Columbia, and Maryland; while but an equal number was fur- 
nished by the States of Massachusetts, Maine, Vermont, New 
Hampshire, Connecticut, Rhode Island, New York, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, and some other States, 
Why, Maine alone had more of a marine than all the others to- 
gether. He regretted that the chairman of the Naval Commit- 
tee was not in his seat, for he might then have pursued this sub- 
ject further. It had been intimated that we wanted spirited 
young men for officers, and that loafers should be put forward 
as seamen, to be killed. He protested against the whole sys- 
tem; and when the proper time came, he was prepared to show 
the monstrous iniquity which had been carried on. He was hot 
a sectional man; but these things should be managed with some 
regard to equity and propriety. Hehad made application but 
fortwo young men, and they were too late, and could uot be ap- 
pointed. His State had but twelve midshipmen out of the whole 
number, 

But to speak on that subject was not the object with which he 
had risen, He only rose to state that, when they got the docu- 
ments before them, he should be prepared to show that there 
were officers inthe navy who had not rendered any service for 
years. Hecould show, also, that there were some who were 
not fit; and the reason why they were not in the service was, 
that they could not get vessels intrusted to their command. He 
regretted that such men outranked men of spirit; and he would 
joinany gentleman on that floor to place the navy under a sys- 
tem which would command their confidence, be equitabie to- 
wards every portion of the Union, be beneficial to the entire 
haat and certainly not reflect upon the country nothing but 

isgrace, ae 

Mr. MORGAN said that he had prepared a statement similar 
to that which had been presented by the gentleman from Ver- 
mont, {Mc. Everett.} And he (Mr. M.) had now risen mainly 
to cail attention to one fact which had not been noticed by that 
gentleman. 

It appeared, Mr. M. remarked, from document 173, that, ac- 
cording to the last census, the number of midshipmen to which 
Ma was entitled was 114, while 15 were appointed from that 

tate. 

New York was entitled to 21; and only 17 were appointed. 
There were 32 appointments of midshipmen, at Jarge. Of this 
number, 15 were from Virginia, 8 from Maryland, and 4 from 
the District of Columbia; making 27. out of 32, from Virginia 
and Maryland, including the District. 

Of 9 assistant surgeons, 4 were from Virginia, 2 from Mary- 
land, and only l from the free States, Ot Ll pursers, 3 were 
from Virginia, and 4 from free States. Of 12 chaplains, 2 were 
from Virginia, and8 from free States. Of 168 midshipmen, 35 
were from Virginia, 16 from Maryland, and 15 from New York; 
54 were from the free States, , 

As regarded midshipmen, he (Mr. M.) had been placed in the 
same situation as the gentleman from Vermont, [Mr. EVERETT.) 
He (Mr. M.) had made application to the Secretary ofthe Navy 
under the last Administration. He had repeated his application 
to the two last secretaries; and for two years he had been told 
that alt the appointments had been filled. Yethe knew thatap- 
pointments had been made for Virginia since his application 
made for New York. It was time that the attention of the coun- 
try should be called to this favoritism, and that Virginia should 
receive no more than a fair proportion of officers—at all events, 
of those which belonged to the navy. 

Mr. PROFFIT ‘said he, as well as some other members, had 

received anabolition paper, which contained a list of theap- 
pointments made in the navy, and which charged upon the 
President the design of having the navy under the control of of- 
ficers from the slave States. No such design would be charged 
by reasonable men, and he hoped that this subject would be 
wholly disconnected from that of abolition. Mr. P. proceeded 
to inquire why so much denunciation was aimed at the appoint- 
ments made from Virginia. It had been charged that the Pres- 
iden: manifested an unwarranted degree of favoritism towards 
his native State. In reply, he would state that it might be 
found, by reference to the Blue Bouk, that nine out of tea of all 
the officers, cadets, and midshipmen, who had received appoint- 
ment during the jast fillcen years, came from the seaboard 
States. During the administration of Mr. Tyler, he (Mr, P.) 
had not had a single appointment at his disposal; and he cid 
notcomplain. It would be seen that the further you went 
west, the fewer were the appointments. The reason for this 
was plain: there were more applicants from Virginia and the 
seaboard States, and there was a better acquaintance In those 
States with the duties of the service. There were more con- 
siderations to be taken into view besides locality—health and 
personal qualifications. Me frequently observed lame and deaf 
persons going to the department to ask for appointments In 
relation to the large number from the District of Columbia, Mr, 
P. asked if any political object could be charged on the Presi- 
dent for this, when it was recollected that the District gave no 
vote? Ile regretted that peculiar circumstances, of which gen- 
tlemen might be aware, prevented the attendance of the chair- 
man of the Naval Committee (Mr. Wsse] bere to-day. Were 
he present, he would state facts which showed conclusively that 
every dollar which this bili called for was needed. 


Mr. ©. BROWN rejoined, that the gentleman should not 
frighten him from his position by raising up the spectre of abo- 
litiot. He had ne sins of that kind to answer for; nor did he al- 
lude to the appointments with a view to excite any sectional 
feelings.’ What he complained of was, the sectional influence 
by whicn fifty or one hundred appointments were made within 
the sound of the bells of this House. He should rejoice to find 
that there were better men and better boys in Virginia: and Ma- 
ryland and the District of Columbia, to command in our. army 
and navy, than those who live in Pennsylvania; but, till Ke was 
convinced that there were better, he would continue to express 
his dissatisfaction at their claims being passed over. There 
were no more deaf and near-sighted boys in Pennsylvania than 
in any other places; but they were not within the sectional in- 


~fiuence that surrounds this place, and had no one here to speak 


for them, and were therefore neglected. They were at sea, en- 
countering the dangers and privations of their calling, and not 
dancing attendance here at Washington, seeking for promotion. 
He wanted the men of his State to fight our battles; but he 
wanted at least some ofthose who were to command them to be 
brought up among them, that they might know them, and be 
able to understand and appreciate them. That would be the 
way to disarm the abolitionists. Show the people of the North 
that they were to have an equal share of the offices in the navy, 
and that would go far to dispel their jealousy of the South, 

I want, said Mr. B., that we shall be equal to the South; that 
the North, while it defends the South, shall stand here on this 
ten-miles square as its equal. Astothe West, the reason why 
more appointments have not been made from that section was, 
that there were not su many applications as fram the seaboard, 
their attention not having been turned to the ocean. He should 
vote for large appropriations for the. navy; he was willing to 
encourage it; but when he did vote these appropriations, he 
wished to place the navy on such a footing as to secure the confi- 
dence of the country, and redound to its honor and glory. As- 
to promations, he did not wish to see this country rivalling 
Great Britain in giving to our officers titles and distinctions. 
;She might have her admirats of the white, admirals of the red, 
and admirals of the blue, with her vice and rear admirals of 
each; but he did not wish to see such distinctions in this coun- 
try: the splendid pay and emoluments of a post-captain were 
high enough, in comparison with other appointments in this 
country. Nor did he want more officers than were necessary 
for the public service. Why should we pay men high salaries 
for walking thestreets and rendering no service, any more than 
we should pay meinbers of Congress, and other public servants, 
when they are outofservice? It was notorious that there were 
officers of the navy who had been drawing full pay for years, 
withoutever having been at sea, and many of them unworthy 
to be intrusted with commands. We knew that there were a 
number of noble and gallant men in our navy; but he believed 
that as good officers, ifnot better, were to be found in our mer- 
cantile marine. Look at our privateers during the last war— 
see how gallantly they sustained the honor of our country’s 
flag; one of them declaring the whole coast of England in a 
state of blockade. Look at the privateer General Armstrong, 
and the glory she acquired by her gallant action with a superior 
force. What American was there that did not feel as much 
pride in the glory acquired by that little vessel, as in any of 
ournaval victories? He had many peculiar notions. He did 
not believe in the utility of the Military Academy at West 
Point. He did not believe in educating men for the public 
service. He believed he could now go abroad into the country, 
and find as good men to fil! our offices in the army, navy, and 
civil service. as any that are now in the pubiic service. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia regretted that the discussion had 
been entered into so much at large. This was a simple appro- 

riation bill; and, though an important one, was not such as 
justified the wide debate which had been gotten up upon it, 
The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. C. Brown] had said 
that he would as soon trust a privateer of the late war, as one 
of our naval captains. He (Mr. Smita) had been taught to 
bélieve that it was best to rely upon those who had been trained 
to the performance of the duties which they undertook; and if 
the people of Pennsylvania were so accomplished as to be 
qualified for the naval service, and anything else, without being 
trained to it, such good fortune had not fallen to every part of 
the Union. When he heard the gentleman complaining of the 
number of appointments made from Virginia, he was induced 
to inquire into the number from Pennsylvania; and he found 
that State with more than its proportion. Therefore, he thought 
it was not with reason that the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
had censured the appointments from Virginia. This question 
of appointment, and of reforming the abuses existing in the 
navy, belonged to another committee, and not to the commiitee 
of Ways and Means, who reported this bill. Unless the House 
determined to reduce the service, it was inexpedient to reduce 
the amount of appropriations asked for. Without saying 
whether he would vote to sustain the organization of the navy 
on its present scale, he still thought it but right that the money 
shoold be voted. Mr. S. said he looked forward to retrench- 
ment and reform in the navy. It wasashame that our Gov- 
ernment had to pay men who were unworthy of the stations 
which they held; and he adduced the instance of an officer who 
had been receiving pay from the Government for twenty years, 
without rendering more than two years’ service. It was a 
melancholy fact that many of our officers, instead of attending 
to their duties, were constantly to be seen lounging about the 
hotels throughout the country. He, for one, wanted to see re- 
farm in this particular, The time was, when our officers fre- 
quently retired from the service, and took command of East 
India merchantmen, where they prided themselves on being 
gallant and practical seamen. He wished to see them exhibit 
their ancient valor andvirtue. 

Tn reply to the compiaint made by Mr. C. Brown, that naval 
apprentices were not appointed midshipmen, Mr. S. said that 
such was not the fact. Appointments were occasionally made 
from the apprentices,to whom the hope of a midshipman’s 
commission was he'd outas an incentive to their exertions. 

Mr. C. BROWN explained. ‘1he Secretary of the Navy had 
informed him that the only way to promotion was first to dis- 
charge the apprentice: the rule wa; that they could not be pro- 
moted while in the service, E 

Mr. SMITH said the qualification was an important one; and 
had the gentleman made it in the first instance, he (Mr. 8.) 
might not have felt it necessary to refer to the subject. 

After a brief conversation between Messrs, SMITH, EVER- 
ETT, and PROFFIT— ; 

Mr. HOLMES expressed his regret that, upon a great ques- 
tion respecting the appropriations for the navy, which is to up- 
hoid the honor of the country, it had become a question of party . 


spoils, and of how much particular sections 
-pointments, He had: long: thought ‘the G 
proclivity; that there was a continual. a 
the Union upon the other, that must, iff ti 
greatest difficulties; and that the exciting case. 
‘Cents, He must confess his extreme dicgust th 
tion of this kind, gentlemen should rise up ‘an : 
that their own Slates had not had a sufficient portion ©: 
naval warraiit, while they objected to the whole of the navi 
Proptiations on the question of how many appointments Ver- 
“mont bad, "how many Pennsylvania had, and how- many the 
Dustrict of Colunibia had. He declared thathe didnot know, 
to this moment, how many appointments weré from his ‘Slate, 
{South Carolina.]. The gentleman ‘from Pennsylvania com- 
plained that hecould not get a midshipman’s appointment for a 
naval apprentice; and avowed the opinion that such appoint- 
ments should always be made from the naval apprentices, aa 
more consistent with our democratic institutions. ` Now, Mr. 
H, wanted no democracy in thé navy. He wanted our nay: r to 
stand for the honor, and dignity, and safety of the Union, Mr. 
B. then explained the reasons why he supposed. thé Secretary 
had refused to make an offieer of a naval apprentice, and 
which, he thought, were very justifiable. But the gentleman 
stated that the North ought’ to have the most of the appoint- 


ments in the navy, because the North furnished the mostof the ` 


sailors; and this, he thought, was the best way to put down the 


abolitionists. He believed that Massachusetts furnished twos ” 


thirds of the sailors who gained the victory over the Guerriere. 
Then Massachusetts ought to have two-thirds. of the officers, 
This would be just what the abolitionists wanted; for,. if they 
were to have all the officers and all the sailors. of the navy-— ` 

[The CHAIR here called Mr. H. to order.j eit 

Mr. IT. concluded, by deprecating .all’sectional and local 
feelings being brought into the discussion, and hoped thatthe 
only consideration would be the honor and interest of the whole. 
country, fe 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said that, like the gentleman from South 
Carolina, (Mr. Wousies,} he did not see what the distribution of 
officers among the several States of the ‘Union ‘had todo with 
the mevitsof this bill, ‘Those who participated in the debate, 
however, seemed to think it was a matter of much consequenca ` 
to inquire whether each State had its proper and proportionate 
share. During the extra session, last summer, there was. a 
table in circulation, (made out, as he was informed, by officers 
of the department,) of which Mr. U. had procured a copy, and 
now heidit in his hand. It contained all the information which 
gentlemen seemed to think so important, brought down to the 4th 
of March, 1€41. It was a very curious document, and he would 
read a portion of it for the benefit of the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, {Mr. Brown,] who complained so bitterly of the in- 
justice done his State. Ags 

According to the table, Pennsylvania was. entitled.to 120 ofi- 
cers in the army—she had 137: she is entitled to 112 Officers in 
the navy—she had 148: she is entiled to 225 officers in the civil 
depattments—she had.220. So, sir, take her altogether, she 
has more than her share, according to her relative population. 
The gentleman had no ground of complaint. ae 

The fact appeared—and it was what might have been expect- 
ed—that the new States had a much smaller portion of officers, 
in proportion to their population, than the old States. Mr. U. 
said he would hand the table to the reporters, and they might 
publish it, when every gentleman could see how his own State 
stood. 

Mr. U. was called on by many'gentlemen to read from the tabla 
how his state stood. Mr. U. read in relation to Massachusetts, 
Vermont, New York, Virginia, Maryland, and other States. . 

(This table shows the number of officers to which each State 
and Territory would be entitled under the Government, ac- 
cording to population; the number which each State and Ter- 
ritory had in service on the 4th day of March, 1841; and also 
shows the number of “ foreigners’? who held offices undér'the 
Government on said 4th March, 1841.) ees 

Mr. PARMENTER desired to be informed whether the table 
designated the birthplaces, or the places of residence 2° 

The reply of Mr. Unperwoon (if any) was not heard by the 
reporter. p iene : 

Mr. BROWN said he made no distinction between the North 
and the South—between Virginia and Pennsylvania—on the 
amendment now before the House. He would View the ques- 
tion in a national point of view, and would accordingly give his 
vote upon it, influenced solely by this consideration, g 

Mr. MERIWETHER said that, when he made the motion, he 
did not anticipate that it would have taken such a tumm. He 
was sorry to perceive that the question had assumed an aspect 
of party. His object in making the motion was to obtain ins 
formation relative to the bill before the House; and, after all he 
had heard on the subject, he had only to say that he was not 
more satisfied as to the propriety ofincreasing the appropriation 
than he had been before the debate sprung up. The President 
had appcinted this increase of officers in the navy, He had the 
power to appoint them, and to call on this House for appro- 
-priations; but this was the place to check his powers and with 
hold this extravagant appropriation. There were two. vessels 
at New York. which were now in commission, at an aggregate 

expense of $800,000, There was nothing like economy 10 this; 
and he wanted, therefore, to. bring down this extravagant ap- 
propriation to its proper limits. He respected the naval insti- 
tution as much as any man; but he would not consent to this 
extravagance, when there wasa general peace in the country. 

Mr. FILLMORE said there was a misapprehension on the 
part of gentlemen ag to the number of officers who were not 
in actual employment. He held in his hand a statement, by 
which it appeared that, during the last ten years, out of the an: 
tire number of officers in the naval service, there were hut | m 
teen altogether who had not been in actual service. Seven o 

those gentlemen were in some employment under the Govern- 
ment, and six remained without being employed. 

Mr. 


MERIWETHER said that, if he made an error in 
his statement in reference to this fact, it arose from miša pyes 
hension. : i k We Si 
n Y id that this was a subject on which, least of all, 
ite a ona feeling exhibited between the ne 
portions of the Union. Empbatically, the home of the navy 
was on the deep, and every ship which navigated the ocean 
was the property of the whole country. He cared not whet a 
it might have been launched at a navy yard in. Portsmouth, 
New Hampshire, or Gosport, Virginia whether it sailed from 
Boston or. Norfolk-—whether it was commanded by a Decatur, 
ora Barron—the officer who commanded her -was the officer of 
the United “States, and his ship a vessel of the whole country. 
If it was true that the whale fisheries of the New England 


fates. suppliad tha best sailors to our navy, he gloried-in G 


fact. If Penusyiváata furnished a Decawr,:or jittle Rhode - 


alanda Perry, hz honored him as he would a Washington.” He 
ATA ETI and no home as belonging to the officers and 

` seamen of our navy. -AH he had to say in relation to the par- 
‘tality in appoiatnients charged to. have been shown towards 
Virginia, wasy that if it were true, it could not be fixed on-a Vir- 
-ginta Secretary of the Navy. If the State of Virginia had re- 
`: ceived more ihan her quota of appointments, Southard, of New 
` Jersey, Dickerson, of New Jersey, Paulding, of New Yor'x— 
the North, and.its'men. who had been Secretaries.of the Navy, 
‘were anawerable for jt, and no one else. It was a fact that there 
‘were more navy yards and public works located at the North 


~ than in: other. portions of the Union; yet: their. differences of 


nituation were matters which he Would not stop to inquire into. 
< coal the navy yards were ours; and he would-say to the gen- 
tleman from Georgia [Mr. MERIWETHER] that he wasastonish- 
ed to see @ proposition like that before the. House coming from 


@ Representative of the southeastern portion ofthe Union. As. 


to:tire, improvements at the North, he’ (Mr. W.Y was glad they 
existed; he would not take a spar from that section of the 
Union. Navy yarda were wanting on the Gulf of Mexico, the 
Mississippi, in South Carolina, and. Georgia: the latter State 


jad the waters, But, of all places, we wanted an increase of 


i our'naval defences in the Svuth. An increase was wanted by 
`: the'interests of Kentucky, Tennessee, Mississippi, and other 
” Btates;'and where did tne agricultural mterest of that portion 
of the country want it? Could the genueman from Gror: 

< gia answer?” He (Mr. W.) would tell him. „We wanted 
a navy yard most especially opposiie the Bristish _isiand 
of Bermuda. . Why? Because it was a British possession op- 
posite to our coast. Georgia, too, was the best suited for an 
increase of the navy yards. And again he repeated, he was 
astonished at the opposition coming from that quarter. New 
Orleans might as well have been taken and destroyed by the 
British in the last war, if we now determined to permit them 
to build.up another Gibraltar at Bermuda, which was well 
situated for all their purposés, and where they had laid up 
abundant storés of coal and every other requisite for their shi ps 
in time of war. There was no refuge for our vessels in that 
quarter—po retreat, where they might refit, and prepare them- 
selves for defending our counury. In such a state of affairs, 
‘with no protection afforded, how would the cotton and tobacco 
of the South and West be able to pass the Guif on its way to 
market? : R i 

Mr. W: referred to the report of the Secretary of the Navy, 
as giving facts to justify and require an increase of the naval 
defances of the country. It was the only service, he said, which 

. Was equal in its bearings, and free ftom sectional objections, 
Tta service was not here, at home, but abroad; it was free from 

- the objections entertained towards a standing army; it did not 
interfere with the domeatic concerns of the people; and it could 
not ba made an instrument in the hands of a usurper. In fact, 
Jt was our best safety—the common property, and the common 
glory of onr country. He therefore trusted again that po sec- 
tional considerations would enter into this debate. 

Mr. W. said that the gentleman from Georgia had selected 
the very last item which should have been tut upon for reduc- 
tion. Yostead of keeping our ships rotting in ordinary, and 
their officers at home, decaying faster than the timber of the 
ahips which they commanded, it Was proposed, by increasin 
the appropgiation, to put them in order, to sail our navy, an 
to atartthe'officera.ia the service. Asto the nuruber. who were 
charged with idling here at home, Mr. W., said it was necessary 
to retain many officers here in the country, incharge of the pub- 
lic works, their. construction and improvement. Many were 
also required to remain here, in readiness to supply the places 
of others, when a ship returned from a cruise, There was no 
difference ofopinion about the impolicy of tho present system, 
Mr. W. quoted the authority of a man, who; he said, wasa par- 
agon of economy and system, (Captain Percival,) and who 
gave it unhesitatingly as his opinion, that it cost more to keep 
our ships on the stocks, going down until it was necessary to re- 
pair and rebuild them, than it would to keep them in the water. 

‘he game opinion,had been expressed by Lieutenant Maury, 
Bome of our ships had actually rotted on the stooks, and new 
koo's had to be built. 
. Mr. W. here read from several acts passed shortly after the 
Jate war, showing the attention paid to the navy, and the im- 
Portance with which it was regarded in those days. As early 
‘us 1816, when the country was in debi to the amount of one 
hundred millions of dollars, an act was passed appropriating 
one million annually for eight years toward an increase of the 
navy, Thigact of 1816 was repealed in 1821,and the sum of 
five million dollars appropriated for six years. What was 
one with the money? It went to purchase materials for build- 
iog ships; and there are at this: time seven million dollars 
worth of timber lying in the navy yards ofthe country, and rot- 
ting for the want of being constructed into vessels of war, Was 
it not tame this timber was converted into ships? There was a 
considerable difference in the pay of the navy when on duty, 
and when off, ‘Tho Secretary had given it as his opinion that 
this was the proper time to order the officers.upon duty, and to 
convert the materials on hand into ships. What was the con- 
dition ofthe navy now 3 It was known that there were six or 
eight bills bafore the Committee of the Whole in relation toits 
reorganization. He (Mr. W.) should insist upon early action 

on the biit to reorganize the department. There was not force 
enough in the department. While the War Department had 
eighty clerks, the Navy Department had but seventeeen. About 
twelve thousand men were connected with the War, and ten 
thousand withthe Navy Department. Mr. Paulding had re- 
ported it to be in confusion ; and Congress had, again and again, 
gen called upon to organize its offices and establish new bu- 
reaus. Thousands were otten lost by the want of proper ac- 
counting officers, andthe confusion and delay in setting pur- 
serg’ accounts. A ship often came in and lay for weeks at 
Norfolk, the officers and men on full pay, without any 
scrutiny being had iuto the purser’s accounts, What the 
friends of the navy wanted was efficiency in the department, 
equal to that of the War Department ; the establishment of 
gw bureaus; and the abolition of the Board of Navy Com- 
missigoers. Cive the Secretary what this bill contemplated, 
and he would have the navy in fine order, protecting our com- 
“merce in the whale fisheries, in Brazil, in the Mediterranean, 
aad the Gulf of Mexico, It would enable us in peace to pre- 
pare for wàr. = . 
“= Had not. the Secretary.declared that the pay was s0 poor in 
¿ ‘navy, that men wera not to be obtained? The whale-men 
North wonld not serve under such poor pay as our Gov- 


allowed, and under the system of flogging them with - 


> cat. “Watermen from his.(Mr. Ws) section could make 
pora $500 per year, by running their craft to the cities with 
oysters for sale. Such men would not go upon our men -of- wat. 
Mr. W. said it was impossible to- have an efficient hayy, which 
would be ‘our best defence at home, and the: best instrument of 
. attack abroad, without money. He asked if it was possible for one. 

thousand men to manall our ships, and take care of $20,000,000 
worth of property in our navy yards. He quoted the authority of 
Colonel Henderson of the. marines, and Commodore Stewart, to 
prove that the service was deficient in men. Practical seamen: 
were wanted. Mr. W. evlogized the system of taking boys as . 
apprentices in the navy, and declared it to be the finest thing 
which had been introduced for years. Some twelve or fifteen 
hundred had been already received.and he hoped gentlemen 
would not spoil the boys, by putting the idea in their heada that 
they should look out for midshipmen commissions. There 
was at present nothing to prohibit them from promotion; and if 
the genius of a Decatur were to. be discovered amongst them, 
its possessor Would be élevated. The gallant Percival himself 
was once a common sailor, The sa‘lor, (contended Mr. W.) 
must, of necessity, ve distinct from the officer who commands 
- him; and the object of the apprentice systèm was to meke sail- 
ors, and furnish the navy with the bone and sinew of war. 
Some men must be sailors, and others commanders; yet intel- 
lect and daring would rise, place it where you will. 

The army had long had a school—the finest in the world. 
He (Mr. W.) wished the same for the navy. He asked for 
schools on land, where the sciences, the mathematics, and in- 
ternational law might be studied, and where our navy officeta 
might become gentlemen by education and information. Let 
them be established, and young men selected by districts, as at 
West Point. Then there would be vo favor, and no great 
men’s sons raised above others of more merit.. Each one 
would have to werk his way with bis own head to pass through 
the narrow path of the mathematical studies; for there was no 
railroad to knowledge on this subject. ‘Then, (said Mr. W.) 
the character of the navy would be elevated, Why was the 
army what it is? Because every year a number of cadets 
selected by members of Congress were educated for its service, 
No Congress would ever dare to break up the Military Acade- 
my at West Point. War had,in past times, been made upon 
it, but with signal failure. 2 

Mr. W. concluded by paying a compliment to the genius and 
ability of Mr. CALHOUN, for his services in or; ganizing the War 
Department, and putting it upon its present igh footing. Ke 
asked that improvements, like those made by Mr. CALHOUN in 
that department, might be introduced in the navy. 

Mr. MERIWETHER, alluding to a certain portion of the 
remarks of Mr. Wiss, as to the capacity and advantages of 
the waters of Georgia, inquired œf that gentleman whether it 
was the intention of the Committee on Naval Affairs to recom- 
mend the establishment of a naval depot in Georgia? 

The reply of Mr. Wise could not be heard, 

Mr. WILLLIAM C. JOHNSON said his object in rising was 
not to discuss the merits of the bill, or the details of the items; but 
to ask the chairman of the Committee un Nava} Affairs [Mr. 
Wise] what amount of appropriations would be required, by 
the bills reported from that committee, ‘in addition to the 
amount ofthe billnow under consideration? 

Mr. WISE said the bill for the re-organization of the navy 
would add an expense of about $17,000; the bill for the increase 
of the marine corps would involve the expense of the pay 
for 1,000 men; the bill for the rules and regulations of the Navy 
Department would coat nothing; and the bill to regulate the 
emoluments ofthe pursers would effect a saving. Theincrease 
of expenditures proposed by all the bills reported from the Naval 
Committee. was not worth naming. 

Mr. JOHNSON continued. He had expressed a hope, in the 
former part of the session, that the Committee of Ways and 
Means should take up the subject of revenue early; and in the 
deranged condition of the Treasury, it should have been the 
first, or among the first, measures acted on. He was now calied 
onto vote on a mostimportant bill, to appropriate millions of 
the public revenue, without knowing how this revenue was to 
be supplied, beyond the mere loan authorized by this Con. 
gress, On every principle of business, they ought to have 
had a revenue bill frem the Committee of Ways and Means 
long ago. ~ 

He wasa friend to the navy, and felt a desire to advance that 
Most important branch of the publicservice; but he was called 
on to give a reluctant and embarrassing vote either way, If he 
voted for the increase of this appropriation, he did it on the pre- 
sumption and faith that this House would before they adjourn- 
ed, adopt some general system of revenue; andif he voted 
against it, he didit because the revenue had not been provided, 
and with a view hereafter to vote the appropriation when the 
other bills on the subject came up. He entered his protest 
against calling up, day after day, these heavy appropriation“ 
bills, unless a revenue bill wentin advar.ce and pointed out the 


way. 

He judged, from the remarks of the gentleman from Georgia, 
(Mr. MeriwErier,} who had opposed this appropriation, that 
he would vote for it if provision was included in it fora navy yard 
and dry dock at the South. i 

Mr. MERIWETHER explained that he had said nothing 
ahout the establishment of a naval depot atthe South until the 
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Wise) had called hisattention to 
It, and was understooilto say that he should not be influenced in 
his vote. hy mere local considerations. 

Mr. JOHNSON continued. He would Vote, with great 
cheerfulness, for the establishment of a dry dock in some por- 
tion of the South—whether in Georgia, Florida, South Carolina, 
Alabama, or Mississippi. He should leave it to the wisdom of 
those who had charge of the subject, to select the most judicious 
and eligible situation. Ifno other gentleman moved an amend- 
ment for this purpose, he should make the motion. That such 
an establishment was important, was obvious to those who had 
given the subject the most careful consideration. A gentleman 
now in his eye, who was well acquainted with this subject, in- 
formed him that around the coast of Florida there was notany 
harbor into which our vessels could enter to avoid a storm, or 
the perils of thedeep. He referred, as influencing his mind to 
the support of this measure, to the reasen given by the gentle. 
man from Virginia, [Mr. WIsE.] that the British Government 
had changed their great naval depot from Haliiax to Bermu a. 
where they were now employing a vast force, and making it a 
perfect Gibraltar, within forty-eight hours? run of our princi- 
pal Southern Atlantic cities, He would have that coast strongly 
defended; not that he apprehended there was immediate cause 
of alarm as toa war with England, but for the purpose of being 
Prepared to meet the hour of peril and danger when it should 


come. Fer the dignity of our nation, and for faciljtating negor 
tiations in times of peace, it was necessary that our Southern 
Coastshould-be wel secured. g f 

In voting for this bill, he did it with the betief that some wise 
system of revenue would be brought forward early, and carried 
through successfully. He did not mean to be very critical; but 
his object in reference to the Committee of Ways and Means 
was to stimulate their energies a little to bring forward a bill 
for the adopticn of a general system of Jevenue, which was im- 
portant for securing the faith of the nation, and giving character 
andstanding to the country. S , 

He hoped, before the other approptiation bills 
they would take up and pass a revenue bill, and not be depend- 
ing for means for thë support of Government on loans and 
treasury notes He should go for very few more appropriation 
bills until a revenue bill wasacted on. He did not know but 
the Committee of Ways and Means could give good reasons for 
having delayed this subject to so late in the session. S 

Whiist he should vote forthe continuance of this item, and 
against the amendmentof the gentleman, from Georgia, he 
should do it with some reluctance; the plan of raising revenue 
not having yet been fixed upon. at 

lAn incidental discussion, which was. permitted to proceed 
some time, but was finally arrested by the CHAIRMAN as out of 
order, followed—Mr. FILLMORE speaking in vindication of 
the Committee of Ways and Means, against any charge of pro- 
crastination or delay on the subject of the tanff; golng intoa 
history of the proceedings of the House thereon, from the com- 
mencement of the session, and remarking that the report sent in 
by the Secretary of the Treasury did no! contain that informa- 
tion os which the committee and the House were to act, but 
that the Secretary of the Treasury was still engaged in digesting 
and arranging that information. When it came, the committee 
would enter on the subject with all despatch. Mr. TILLING. 
HAST also spoke in vindication of the Committee on Manu- 
factures, contending that no charge of negligence or delay could 
be brought against them. The Caarrman bere arrested the de- 
bate. 

a TILLINGHAST said, with reference to the amendment 
of the gentleman from Georgia, al) the prior part of the debate 
had gone on the ground of inequality in the distribution of ap- 
pointments of midshipmen.. Ifthis was a legitimate objection 
to appropriating for those now in service, he had as strong rea. 
sons as any gentleman to vote against the bill, for Rhode Island 
had received none of these appointments, Buthe considered, if 
there had been any inequality in the appointments (and he did 
not stand here to'admit there had been, as he presumed they 
were made by some fixed rule,) it should be nu argument 
against paying those in service, or in „commission - Waiting 
orders, Ms 

It was stated that there were a great many surplus officers in 
the navy, that ought not to be paid. If that was the fact, this 
was not the time to investigate the subject; but they should in- 
quire by proper process, and ascertain where there should be 
dismissals of officers, T:.e idea that the appointments for this 
branch of the public service should be confined to a certain 
amount per year, let the exigencies of the service be what they © 
might, it appeared to him was not consistent with good econ: 
omy. The expenses of the navy and army, as existing, must be 
provided for by appropriations by law. The question was, 
what ig the necessary amount for this purpose? They must 
take the estimate from those who were charged with the sub- 
ject. He was willing to vote for this appropriation, proposed 
as it was from that source, and having undergone the strict 
scrutiny ef the Commitiee of Ways and Means, 2 

Mr. CALDWELL of South Carolina said he did not rise to 
debate this subject at any length, but merely to state, in brief 
terms, the reasons’ which would induce him to yote against 
many of the appropriations in this bill. “Je had no hostility to 
the navy; nor would he, at the proper time, hesitate to vote all 
such appropriations as the exigencies of the Treasury would 
warrant, and the services of the country might require, 

The bill now before the committee proposed to appropriate 
more than eight millions and a half to the service of the navy 
for the current year; and, before giving his. vote for this enor. 
mous expenditure of money from the public Treasury, he 
wished to know from what quarter this money was`to come, 
The Treasury was now empty, and the Government was now 
keptin action by issuing Treasury notes and borrowing from 
day today. True, a bill had been reported from the Commit- 
tee on Manufactures for raising revenue by means of a tariff; 
but he agreed with the honorable member from Maryland (Mr. 
W.C. Jounson,] that this bill is merely an indication of the 
Measure of protection required by the manufacturers, and 
could not be considered stricily a revenue bill; and that, before 
appropriating. any more money, we ought to learn from the 
Committee of Ways and Means (the committee to whom the 
subject had been referred, and to whom, he conceived, it prop- 
erly belonged) what tariff was necessary for the wants of the 

The Committee on Msnufaciires had reported, as he 
: bili for revenue: 
he referred to thatreport and bill, with 


were called up, 


but it was confined 
menufacturers, Mr. C. said he had voted ‘pretty generally for 
appropriations to the navy at the extra Session, because, at that 
3 but he repeated, now, that, 
è vote all ne- 
cessary supplies for that arm of our national defence, his duty 
to his constituents required that he should first know from what 
amount was to be raised. 
He hoped that any farther appropriation would be suspended 
until they heard from the proper committee Che Committee of 
Ways and Means) on that subjeet. 

_ Mt. SALTONSTALL (under general acquiescence, the sub. 
ject matter of the remarks being decided by the Chairman not 
strictly in order) adverted to the notice which he had given last 
week of his intention, at the earliest Possible moment after the 
recess, to call up the reveriue bill reported by him, (for as a rey. 
enue bill, and in no other aspect, could he regard it.) The 
House and the committee must have seen ‘hat it had not yet 
been practicable for him to carry out this intention, The civil 
and diplomatic appropriation bill had been returned from the 
Senate with many important améndments, and had occupied, ag 
every gentleman knew, the wholetime since the recess until this 
morning. The chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means (Mr. FILLMORE) had truly stated why he was anxious tg 


have the naval” appropriation bill brought up; and the Com- 
mittee oh Manufactures did not feel at linerty to prëss the con- 
sfderation of the revenue bill, after the statement which had 
been made by that gentleman in relation to the condition of the 
appropriation funds-for the aimy and navy. They had been 
assured that in all probability, those bills would occupy only 
three, four, or five days. á > 

„ile (Mr. S )had the means personally of knowing the situa- 
tion of the Navy Department. He,had in his possession (Mr. 
5.-was understood to say) a draft for‘ $5,000, at thirty days, 
drawn on. account of the Exploring Expedition, in behalf of a 
citizen. of Boston, which ran to matnrity on the 2d of the 
month, now lying over: I: had not been protested, because the 
citizen who held it had not been willing to protest it. This was 
the state of the naval fund; and money was due from that 
depariment, not only to our own, but foreign citizens. 

Mr. S. was understood, however, to pledge himself that, so 
soon as the present bill was disposed of, he would call up 
hia bill; and to state that if the House was to wait until the 
Committtee of Ways and Means made a report, (provided 
that ‘committee were to go into the subject in detail,) they 
would have to wait unul the end of the session. unless it was 
to be protracted to a duration which no man could anticipate. 
‘i Thediseussien then again came back to the naval appropria- 
ion bill. 


Mr. MARK A. COOPER of Georgia rose, and said he did > 


not intend to discuss this particular motion, but desired toreply 
toa remark of the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Wisz.] He 
was understood to say, that “if the gentleman from Georgia 
would bèas attentive to the interests of the South as the mem- 
bers from the North are to theirs, they would not be found op- 
posing this measure, so interesting to the whole South.” 

_ (Mr. Wise rose hore to explain, saying he did not intend to 
impugn the conduct of the members from Georgia; but said, if 
they would attend tothis subject as vigilantly as the Northern 
gentlemen do, they would perceive the interest the South has 
in this matter.] 

Mr. C. said the explanation had not materially modified the 
remark, as he understood it. It was evidently intended to compli- 
mentthe Northern members at the expense of those from Geor- 
gia, in particular, It imputes negligence. or imbecility to them. 
Mr. C. said he had felt the injustice of this remark,and had waited, 
hoping that some colleagne ofhis, who was his predecessor, 
would repelit. Seeing none rise to it, he could not permit the 
question to be taken without, at least, replying to it. For himself, 
he would not contend that he had brought to his aid all the in- 
telligence demanded as a Representative of Gcorgia, but he felt 
it due to say he had not been wanting in vigilance on the sub- 
ject now before us. Fe had looked to this, and all the appro- 
priation bills; and, lest the gentleman from Virginia should 
think mote meanly of his intelligence than he would Jike him 
to do, he would now state briefly the grounds on which he 
would oppose the large increase of expendiiures here pro- 


082d. 

This bill is a large item in a large account of increased ex- 

enditures now coming on thecountry. This account he prom- 

sed, at a future day, to set in order before this House, if Provi- 

dence, time, and opportunity should permit. He would also 
set down what seemed to him the whys and wherefores we 
are to be disappointed in our anticipations of retrenchment. 

A large navy and large army, or either, is the argumentand 
justification for ‘increased expenditures, and large revenue, 
These are inconsistent with economy, or republican simplicity, 
if not enemies to our very existence as a free people. 

Inthe establishment and preservation of those pure and eco- 
nomical principles of a republic, the people of Georgia had a 
greater interest than in the establishment of a naval depot at 
any pointonour coast. This naval depot, it seems, is shadowed 
forth’aa the consideration of interest, the “quid pro quo’? tendered 
to Georgia-members to recede from a!l their notions of economy 
and retrenchment.. Sir, it has always been the case here, that 
if you wòuid induce members to violate promises ar their prin- 
ciples, yeu should offer a “quid pro quo” to their people— 
some present pecuniary interest. And if their Representatives 
should not acquiesce, they are denounced as unfaithful, igno- 
rant of their constituents’ interests, or wilfully negligent. It 
had so happened with himself last Congress, that, in a certain 
bill, making certain appropriations for internal improvements, 
an item giving a small sum to Savannah river waa inserted, 
possibly to catch Georgia strict constructionists, For the rea- 
sons that now govern m°, I (said Mr. C.) voted no. Tt so hap- 
pened that atthe next election some of the people of Georgia— 
who, probably, did not or could not appreciate the high 
grounds he had acted on—-made opposition to him, and assigned 
this vote as one ground. 

Sir, we of the State of Georgia do not envy the North the ad- 
vantage they have in the distributionsof navy and army offices, 
and perquisites, such asnavy yards, custom-houses, light: houses, 
docks, and fortifications. All this they can have; and more, 
if they will stop where they are, and now agree to reduce the 
expenditures and the revenue; give us a simple, Republican 
Government, limited to powers granted; and quit frightening 
our women with the cry of “war! war!!? to induce the peo- 
ple to loosen their purse-strings, and furnish themselves with @ 
pretext or excuse for a high tauffand extravagant expendi- 
tures. a 

Me. C said he had looked to the measures of this Administra- 
tion, and would sustain ic when, in bis opinion, right. But this 
measure, and its policy in regard to the navy, he should con- 
denm. The objections raised to this item of the bill are well 
taken, and ought. to be sv 


ained. 

On motion of Mr. JOHN T. MASON, the committee rose 
and reported p ess. , . 

A message wae received fenm the President of the United 
Bates, by the hands of Jonn TYLER, J'a esq, his private secre- 


Me. GOODEof Chio, from the Committee en Enrolled Bills, 
reported correct the joint resolution authorizing the employ- 
ment of two additional clerksin the Indian Department. The 
resolution receives the sigaarure ofthe Speaker. ; 

Mr. GWIN, on leave given, offered the following resolutions; 
which were adopted: i: a oa A 

Resolved, That tie Committee on the Jud ciary be instruet- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of reorganizing the fadicial 
circuits of the United States, so as t0 distriate more equally 
the labor to be performed in the United States courts among 
the judges of the Supreme Court o! the United States. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Jndiciary be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill for the ap - 
pointment of an additional district judge for the Stats of Mis- 
sisgippi. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. TRIPLETT and. Mr. MERIWETHER eeverdlly asked 
leave to introduce resolutions; but objection was made in both 
cares. * $ 

The House adjourned. ` 


The SPEAKER laid the following Executive communica- 
tions before the House yesterday, viz: — 

A letter from the Secretary of State, transmitting a list, 
showing the number and designation of passengers and emi- 
grants who have arrived ia the United States from foreign coun- 
tries during the year 1841: ordered to lie on the table. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting a re: 
port of Lt. L. M. Powell of the survey of the coast of the Gulf 
of Mexico, from Apalachicola to the mouth of the river Missis- 
sippi, accompanied with charts of the survey : referredto the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. . 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting a state- 
ment, exhibiting the items of expenditure on account „of the 
light-house on Flynn’s Knoli : referred to the.Committee on 
Commerce. : 

A letter from the Secretary of War, in answer to a resolution 
of the House of the 22d of April, for information as to an alleged 
maurder of citizens of the United States by Indians, on the Neu- 
tral Ground, in the Territory of Iowa, the military defences of 
that Territory, andthe removal of troops from Fort Atkinson: 
laid on the table. 


Mr. MOORE ofLouisiana, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, yesterday made a report upon the petition of 
George Schnabel, accompanied by a joint resolution for the 
benefit of said George Schnabel and Robert Barker, jr. ; which 
having been twice read— . 

Mr. M. askedthat, by unanimous consent, it be put on its 
third reading. : 

_Mr FILLMORE desired to be informed whether this resolu- 
tion had reference to a particular case, or was intended as a 
general law? 

Mr. MOORE said it had reference toa particular case. 

The resolution was then read a tiird time, and passed. 


IN SENATE, 
SATURDAY, May 14, 1842. 


Mr. WHITE of Indiana took the Chair, by request, at 12 
o'clock, the President pro tem. bei. g indisposed. 

On motion of Mr. SFURGEON, leave was granted -to with- 
draw from the files the petition and papers relative to the 
claim of Robert Graham. . 

Mr. EVANS presented a memorial from citizens of Florida, 
covering the presentment of the grand jury of St. Johue and 
Reed, Leigh county, Florida, declaring a sea-wall which had 
been improperly constructed by the United States, at. St. Au- 
gustine, Florida, a nuisance, prejudicial to the health of the in- 
habitants in the vicinity of the wall. The memorial urges upon 
Congress the propriety ofa small appropriation to complete 
the wall and to remedy the evil. 

Mr. E. moved to refer the memorial to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON thought the Judiciary Committee 
would be the appropriate one to refer it to. 

Some conversation took place between Messrs. HUNTING- 
TON, LINN, BERRIEN, and SEVIER, as to the appropriate 
reference; and the question was finally put on the motion of 
Mr. Evans, and agreed to. 

Mr. BAGBY presented a memorial from citizens of Sumter 
county, Alabama, praying for a mail-route from Nanpatia, Ma- 
rengo county, Alabama, to Marion, Mississippi; which was re- 
ferred to the Commitiec on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

My. SMITH, of indiana, remarked that the bill for the relief 
of Archibald Parker was amended, on yesterday, at the in- 
stance of the Senator from Alabama, (Mr. Kine,}] by striking 
out that portion of it.anthorizing the issue of scrip to that indi- 
vidual instead of Jand. The Senate had ordered the bill to be 
engrossed, without making provision, by substituting a grant 
in land instead of the scrip. Mr. S. moved to reconsider the 
vote on the engrossment, with a view to remedy the neglect. 

Mr. KING thought there was no necessity for the amendment, 
believing that the zeneral bill made ample provision. 

Messrs. CALHOUN and SEVIER took pretty much the same 
view. 

The bill, on the engrossment, was, however, reconsidered. 

Mr. SEVIER moved to strike outall the bill after the enacting 
clause, and to insert the general bill on the table, covering all 
such cases. 

Messrs, SMITH, LINN, KING, TAPPAN, and CRAHAM, 
opposed this, thinking it better to pass the special cases, and 
leave the general bill for future action. It was one oftoo much 
importance to be disposed of without mature consideration. 

Mr. SEVIER supported his motion with afew remarks, 
showing the propriety of it, but finally withdrew it. 

Mr. CALHOUN moved an amendment to the amendment, 
witha view to make provision for ali cases of this particular 
class. 

This amendment was opposed by Mr. SMITH, and advocated 
py Messrs. CALHOUN and YOUNG. The question was then 
taken on the motion, and disagreed tu. 

The amendment of Mr. SMITIT was then agreed to, and the 
pill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading.” 

The bill for the relief of Francis A. Harrison was then read 
the third time, and passed. 

Mr. GRAHAM, from the Committee on Pensions, to which 
had been referred House bill for tke relief of Jacob Eubler, re- 
ported adversely to its passage, and moved that the bill be laid 
on the table; which motion was agreed to. 

Mr. G also, from the same committee, reported back, without 
ameniment, and with a recommendation that is do pass, House 
bill for the relief of Esther Johnson, widow of Colonel Joseph 
Johnson. 

Mr. G. also, from the same committee, reported back fo the 
Senate, with an dmendment, House bill for the relief of George 
M. Bedinger. 

On motion of Mr. PRESTON, the Senate proceeded to the 
consideration of executive business, and, after some time spei.t 
therein, adjourned üH Monday next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
* SATURDAY, May 14, 1842. 
Mr. LITTLEFIELD of Maine presented the folloswing peti- 
tions for an increase of the tariff; which were referréd tothe 
Committees on Manufactures, to wit: 


Of Thoas G. Newhall and 85 ôthers,of Turner, Maino,and 
vicinity. ; a ; we tanga 
_Of Charles L. Eustis and 34 others, of Dixfield, Maine, aod vie . 
cinity. ` 7 J : ag NED 
oe E. C. Banks and 30 others, of Livermore, Maine, and tis- 
cinity. i : Pe Te Epe RA 
Of Reuel Washburn and 64 othera, of Livermore, Maine, an 
vicinity. = ` ma en TA 
Or Wiara Kelsey and 30 others, of Livermore, Maine and 
icinity. - ere 

Mr. GRAHAM submitted a resolution, instructing, the Com - 
mittee on Naval Affairs to inquire into the expediency of passing’ > 
a law, giving each State, Territory, and District ts equalshare ` 
of midshipmen, and other offices: in the navy, according tothe 
ratio of federal population. 3 : 

Mr. GAMBLE objected to the resolution. He said from some. 
of the Territories no applications had been made, and.there- 
fore the law, if such a one should be passed, could not be en- 
forced. : 5 - iat 

Mr, EVERETT said the gentleman was certainly mistaken. 

Mc. GAMBLE replied. that the Secretary in his report cer- 
tainly said so. Ana : 

The resolution was then adopted. 

Mr. H. DODGE submitted the following yesolution: 

Whereas, by thé act of Congress approved April 20, 1838, 
entitled “An act establishing the territorial. government of 
Wisconsin,” it was provided that $20,000 ie given to the said 
Territory, which shall be applied by the Governor and Legisla+ 
tive Assembly to defray the expenses of erecting public buildings 
at the seat of Government; and, by the act of Congress, ap* .. 
proved June 18, 1838, the further sum of $20,000: was appro» 
priated to defray the expenses of completing thé public build- 
ings’ aforesaid: ‘And whereas ‘the $40,000, so appropriated by : 
Congress, was paid to James D, Doty, as treasurer of a board 
of commissioners, appointed: by the Legislature of the Terris 
tory, to superintend the erection: of the said public buildings, 
who has denied all authority, on the part of the Territory, to. 
require him (the said Doty) to account to the said Territory 
for the unexpended portion of the money so appropriated by . 
Congress, and claims to be accountable only tothe Treasury, of 
the United States, with which he pretends to have settled for 
said money, and to have deposited a balance: Now, there- 
fore— 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury “be directed 
to communicate tothe House of Representatives all the infor- 
mation in his poszession, touching the, payment to James Ð. 
Doty of the said sum of $40,000, and its expenditure; showing 
whether said sum was chargeable to, or was charged to, the 
Territory of Wisconsin, or to James D. Doty; whether said 
Doty was accountable for said money to the United States, or 
to said Territory; and if to the former, then that the said Secre- 
tary communicate tothe House all settlements which, at any 
time, may have been made with said Duty, relating-to the ex- 
penditure of said $40,000, or any part thereof; together with | 
certified copies of all vouchers, or other papers, in any wise 
connected with such settlements. K EES 

Mr. J. C. CLARK said there appeared to be some figures 
in the preamble, and the resolution appeared to bea long ones 
and therefore he hoped the gentleman would Jet it lie on the 
table for examination; otherwise injustice might be done to 
Mr. Doty. Ifthe gentleman would not consent to this, he hoped 
the preamble would be stricken out. 

Mr. DODGE considered this inquiry an act of justice to both. 
the Territory of Wisconsin and to the United States. The in~ 
dividual alluded to had been employed to disburse public 
money:-——— . ard: 

Mr. FILLMORE interposed, and said if this subject was to, 
lead to debate, he should object to its reception; and he hoped 
it would lie over. ; ` 
Mr. DODGE moved a suspension of the rules for its recep- 


tion. 3 re 
‘Mr. WELLER called for the ayes-and noes thereon; and they’ 
were ordered, and resulted as follows: ayes 113, poes I7. <. 5: ” 
Mr. BOARDMAN moved to strike out the preamble. 
Mr. ARNOLD saidsome gentlemen objected to it, because it 
was supposed to make charges against Governor Doty; if so, 
he hoped it would te modified. . : 
Mr HOWARD suggested, as an amendment, to strike out 
the last recital. It contained a statement, of the truth of which 
he had no knowledge himself, and which was not then before 
the House. Without that recital, he would vote for the ros- 
olution with pleasure; but he must say there was great im- 
propriety in making charges of embezzlement of the public 


money. i 
Mr. DODGE was very Unwilling to take up the time of the 
House unnecessarilyjon this subject; but, in presenting this reso. 
lution for the consideration of the House, he had but presented 
a plain statement of facts, He had not expected that any gen- 
tleman wouid have objected to it; and he must say that ite adop” 
tion was nothing more than an act of justice to the people he 
represented, as well as to the United States, and the Governor 
himself, to whose possession so much of the public money had 
been intrusted. [i was a subject of much interest in the Terri- 
tory; and, in presenting it to the House, he had no intention tô at- 
tack the character of the Governor in any form whatever; but, 
as the Governor ofthe Territory had denied the right of the Legis- 
lature of the Territory to examine his accounts, on the ground 
that they legitimately belonged to the General Government, he 
had deemed it proper. in the prosecution of simple justice, thus to 
bring it before this House, that the Secretary of the Trensury 
might be called upon tu report thereon whether the amount 
had been settled; and, if not, whether the Governor Was -acq 
countable to the Goneral Government, or to the Legislature of 
the Territory, for suits were pending agains! Governor Doiy: for 
what were said to be defaleations. In a letter which Governor 
Doty had addressed to membera of this House, he had stigma- 
tized the members of the Territorial Legislature as no better 
than a “band of robbers,” “potitical bulites,” and a mere po- 
litical assembly,” with other such designations. Now, when 
the honor and character of the Representatives of the people 
of the Terrisory from which he came were attacked, he did not 
deem it improper te step forward in their defence and to call. 
orough investigation, i , 
ft rO aed with sœne further remarka, which will be 
given herev fier, and concladed by observing that, as the House 
waa then fully acquainted with the subject, he moved the adop- 
i the reselnuon. y 
tion of EDILI next addressed the House, and commented on 
the printed leter of Governor Dory, to which the Delegate 
from. Wisconsin had referred; ard, by quotations from the acis 
of Congress appropriating $40,000 for the erection of the putr 


4 


0 


He'buildingsat the territorialseat of government, showed. how 
“unfounded ‘were the pretensions of Governor Doty to the irré- 
“ponsibility which he claimed. The honorable gentlemen: went 
Thoroughly into the whole subject; and a full report of his re- 
marks will be given hereafter. ; 

Mr. HOWARD ‘then moved to amend the preamble, as he 
had before suggested, by striking outall those’ passages which 
charged the Governor of Wisconsin with being a defaulter. 
He was not familiar with the. statutes; but he thought it would 
be found, ona full investigation, that his accountability was to 
the Treasury of the. United States. The passage which he 


* moved to strike out wasin the following words: 


“And whereas the $40,000 so appropriated by Congress was 
paid to James. D. Doty as treasurer of a board of commission- 
ers appointed by the Legislature of the Territory to superintend 
the erection ofthe said- public. buildings, who has denied all 
authority-on the part ofthe Territory to require him (the said 
Doty):to.account: to the said Territory for the unexpended por- 
tion of the money so appropriated by Congress, and claims fo 
be accountable only to the Treasury of the United States, with 
Which he:pretends to have settled for said meney, and to have 
deposited a balance.” 

Mr. WELLER saw no necessity for any alteration. < The 
statement of facts: was.in the possession of the House. - They 
hadithe resolution with its recitals of acts of Congress, and they 
had Goveradr Doty’s letter to members of Congress, which con- 
stituted the preamble. He did not know by what forced con- 
struction the preamble could be construed.to make a charge 
against Governor Doty; but if it should have done s0, and if it 
had charged him with being a defaulter, and guilty of rascality, 
which would drive him not only from the gubernatorial chair, 
but from the Territory of Wisconsin, he would still vote for it; 


. for he held there were circumstances which had been detailed 


' 


here— 


Mr. ARNOLD interposed, and called the gentleman from 
Ohio to order. He was fora fair fight between Governor Daty 
and Mr. Menite: he had no objection to the adoption of the 
resolution, but he disapproved of personal abuse of a man who 
was not bere to defend himself. : , 

Mri: WELLER replied that he had always noticed,- when a 
man had not sense enough to comprehend. an argument, he 
raised a point of order: ‘He was merely saying— 

Mr. ARNOLD insisted on his: point of order. 

‘The SPEAKER overruled it, 

‘Mr: ARNOED appealed from the decision of the Chair. 

Mr: WELLER had no wish to prolong this discussion, and 
therefore,he would conclude, and move the previous question. 

‘Mr. ADAMS inquired if it was in order then to move to strike 
out the:whole-of the preamble? g 

‘The SPEAKER replied in the negative, 

‘Mr, ADAMS asked if it would not be in order to call fora 
division. : 

‘The SPEAKER replied that it would not now be in order, as 
the motion for the previous question was pending. 

The House then sustained the motion for the previous question; 
and the vote was then on the amendment of the gentleman from 
Michigan, {Mr. Howarp,) to strike out the last recital of the 
preamble. i g : 

‘The vote was 60 in the affirmative, and- 57 in the negative, 
being less than a quorum. 

"Mr. BOWNE called for the yeas and nays, and, being or- 
dered, the amendment was adopted—yeas 77, nays 71. 

‘Mr. ‘ADAMS called for the yeas and nays on the adoption of 
the preamble. f : 

‘The SPEAKER reminded the gentleman from Massachusetts 
that the question must first be taken on the resolution. 

+ Mr. CARUTHERS inquired whether the resolution could be 
amended, if it. should be adopted, and the preamble should af- 
terwards be rejected, 

Mr.: ADAMS also made some remark, but, in the midst of it, 
he was reminded that the previous question had been ordered, 
and debate was not therefore in order. 

Mr. MEDILL remarked that the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts were allowed to go into a debate, he should expect permis: 
sion to reply, 


‘Mr. ADAMS denied that he was making a speech; he said 
ho was only askinga question. Hethen went on to say that the 
House could determine as well as the Secretary of the Treasury 
to whom Governor Doty was responsible. It was a question of 
Jaw, and they were hound to know the law. 

Mr. BOWNE asked if this question was debatable, and whe- 
ther this debate was in order. 

“The SPEAKER replied in the negative, 

Mr. ADame said, then, that he should be compelled toivote 
against it, : 

„After some other observations, 

Mr. ADAMS moved to Jay the resolution on the table. 
Mr. BOWNE called for the yeas and nays thereon; and they, 
being ordered, resulted as follows: Yeas 26, noes 159, 


„The resolution, and the preamble as amended, were then’ 


adopted, 
` Mr. TRIPLETT asked Icave to offer the following resolu. 


tion : 3 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy report to this 
House, as soon as conveniently may be, whether the President 
has nominated.to the Senate the promotion of a number of 
lieutenants inthe navy to the rank of commanders or master 
commandants; and what number (if any) of such nominations 
were made by the advice of the Secretary of the Navy; what 
service it is proposed to employ them in; what ships, vessels, 
or naval stations it is proposed they should command; the 
number of ships and vessels now in commission, or naval 
stations in operation; and the number of captains and com- 
mandants now in commission: also, whether the increased pay 
of'such lieutenants, as it is proposed to promote to the. grade 
of. commanders or master commandants, is included in his 
Jate estimate for the navy. 

The resolation being objected to— 

Mr. TRIPLETT moved a suspension of the rules; but, on 
taking. the question, the motion was lost. 

On motion by Mr. FILLMORE, the House took up the mes. 
sage of the Senaie, returning the civil and diplomatic appro. 
priation bi, with its disagreements lo the amendments of the 


` House, and insisting on its own amendments. 


The first amendment insisted on by the Senate, was that in- 
‘€reasing thé appropriation for the Boston custom-house from 
$00,000 to $100,000. - í 

PROFFIT asked what would be the proper motion for 

0 Insist on- its own amendments, and its disasree- 

amendments of: the Senate, 7 
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The SPEAKER replied that the proper motion would be for 


-the House to insist. 


8 tion ensued” between the SPEAKER and 
Mesara ATHERTON and FILLMORE, on the point of order, 
resultingin the SPEAKER’s quoting the parliamentary law of 
the case from.the Manual. oa Me Ron 

Mr. PROFFIT then moved that the House insist on its disa- 

reement, i ; 

s Mr.. ADAMS, after some remarks, moved that the House re: 
cede from its disagreement. g . i , 

Mr. FILLMORE expressed his anxiety to dispose of these 

amendments. . He. was willing to go forthe one then before the 


> House, but :would rather the Vote should at once betaken. As 


the subject had been sufficiently discussed already, he was not 
disposed to say any thing more in regard to it. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON called for the yeas and nays on the 
question; which were accordingly ordered, 

Mr. PARMENTER asked if the question should not first be 
puton the motion to recede. j 

The SPEAKER said that, by reference to the Manual, it would 
be found that the motion to insist. and the motion to recede were 
of equal dignity,and the question must therefore be puton the 
moiion first made. 

Some conversation then followed between Mr. ALLEN and 
the SPEAKER on the point of order, resulting in the Speaker's 
again deciding that the question must first be puton the motion 
tu insist. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia, who had just come into the hall, in- 
quired what was the question before the House; and „on being 
informed by the Speaker, said that he thought that a bill of this 
iniportance ought not to be-acted on in the absence of so many 
members, who were necessarily absent, and who took an in- 
terest in the questions involved. [A member here asked what 
they were absent for.} ‘heir absence was involuntary; and the 
House itself was involved, for they were defending its privileges, 
He would make no motion, (Mr. S. said,) but merely threw out 
the suggestion for other gentlemen to act on, if they thought 

reper. 
p {Notz.—Several members of the House were absent during 
the morning, attending the argument at the City Hall, on the 
process issued against Mr. Wise, under the duelling act. } 

After some remarks from Messrs. S. MASON and TILLING- 
HAST, the question was taken on tho motion to insist, and 
carried in tie affirmative: yeas 82, nays 71. 

The next question. was on the amendment of the Senate, and 
which was insisted on, striking out the proviso that the money 
appropriated should be applied to putting the building in a 
suitable condition for the occupation of the collector and his 
officers, and not in continuing any- of the ornamental parts 
thereof; to which the House had disagreed. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the House insist on its disagree- 
ment; and in taking the question, it was carried in the affirma- 
tive without a division. ; 

The next amendment of the Senate to which the House dis. 
agreed was thatappropriating $28,000 for the New York custom- 

ouse. 

The Clerk having read the amendment— 

Mr. C. JOHNSON moved that the House insist on its dis- 
agreement; and hoped they would not recede an inch, The 
House had become so thoroughly sonvinced of the fraudulent 
conduct of the architect, that they had not only rejected the 
item, but had appointed a committee to investigate the matter; 
and ho therefore hoped they would wait till the committee 
reported before they voted the money. 

Mr, FILLMORE did not rise for the purpose of debating the 
question, but he had been requested to Present a letter to the 
House from the deputy naval officer of New York, which, it was 
alleged, was the basis of the letter of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, which Mr, Frazee had given an imperfect version of. The 
letter was sent to him as an explanation, in part, of Mr. Fra- 
zee’s conduct. Though there had been some things said for 
the purpose of palliating the indiscretion of Mr. F:azee in fur. 
nishing a false copy of the Secretary’s letter, yet he could not, 
tili the committee had investigated the matter, agree to vote for 
the appropriation. At present, he confessed that he must dis- 
credit all that the architect has said, j 

The letter of the deputy naval officer was then read. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT said that, with many others, he had in- 
dulged in some hasty expressions in condemnation of the indis- 
cretion of Mr. Frazee, and, he now thought, with too much se- 
verity. He had attended the debate on this subject in the Sen- 
ate; and, from the explanations there made, was convinced that 
Mr. Frazee had really given the purport ot the Jetter, as he un- 
derstood it, in good faith, Indeed, Mr. Woodbury said that, if 
the spurious copy had been shown him, he would not have been 
able to say, from memory, that it was not genuine. 

Mr. PROFFIT hoped that the House would insist on its dis- 
agreement, and expressed, in a few words, his disapprobation 
of the conduct of Mr. ‘Frazee in giving a false copy of a letter, 
from memory, which was to effect the passage of an appropri- 
ation through the House. 

Mr. BOWNE addressed the House in favor of the motion to 
insist upon the disagreement of the House to thé Senate’s 
amendment. How, he.aske:l, was the House situated at this 
time? Before the charge of fraud was made upon Mr, Frazee, 
this House had deliberately refused to vote for the increased ap- 
propriation for the New York custom-house, although he had 
the benefit of the defence made for him by the honorable gen- 
tleman who now opposed him, and although the interpolations 
ofthe letter were operating inhis behalf. After the frand was 
#iscovered—and it was as palpable and clear a case of fraud 
as was ever made out—the House, with extraordinary unanim. 
ity, had appointed a committee to investigate the whole affair, 
and with power to report by bill. The authority to report a bill 
was given them at his (Mr. B.’s) suggestion; because he was of 
opinion that a-portion of the appropriation should be made: 
there were some workmen who were entitled to compensation 
for the work they had done on the custom-house, In this state 
ofthings—after the House had refused to make the appropri- 
ation, and had appointed a committee to investigate the whole 
matier—the Senate, in the face of this action by the House, had 
adhered to their amendment increasing the appropriation. He 
(Mr. R.) was unwilling to retrace the steps which the House 
had taken upon the subject, whilst the committce had the mat- 
ter in their hands. -MrvB. concluded by. moving that the House 
adhere. Fa he 

The SPEAKER decided the motion ta be out of order, the 
pending question being a motion to insist upoh the disagree- 
mentof the House to the Senate’s amendment. 

Mr. FERRIS addressed the House at some length in favor of 
the appropriation. He considered the money as justly due to 


the contractors and workmen, who had expended their Prop- 
erty and labor for the public service ; and that the-claims of 
these persons were in no-way affected by the false issues that 
had been raised on this question. ; 

Mr. ANDREWS having called for the previous question, it 
was seconded and carried; and the main question being taken, 


"the vyote was yeas 95, nays 45. 


So the Houscinsisted on its disagreement. . 

The next amendment of the Senate to which the House had 
disagreed, was that by which the appropriation in relation to 
light-honses was increased from $4,000 to $15,215, 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that. the House insist upon its 
disagreement to the Senate amendment; which mation was car- 
vied. i 

The next amendment, a proviso to this appropriation, was 
also disagreed to by the House. : s 

The next-amendment was that. by which $5,000 was appro- 
priated to pay a commercial agent upon the coast of Africa. 
This item, which was inserted by the House on Mr. Wisz’s 
motion, was disagreed to by the Senaie. 

Mr. FILLMORE remarked that it was adopted by the House 
without deliberation, He had his doubts at.the time as to 
whether there was any authority of law to justify the appropri- 
ation. Since then, he had examinedinto the subject, and ad 
found no act making it the duty of Congress to appropriate this 
money ; neither was the appropriation called for by. any of the 
departments, He therefore moved that the House recede. from. 
the amendment; which motion was agreed to. 

The remaining amendments of the Senate to the bill, com- 
prebending the salaries of the district clerks, their office ex- 
penses, and the salary of the district attorney for the southern 
district of New York, were then severally disagreed to, and the 
bill sent back to the Senate. 

Mr, FILLMORE moved that a committee of conference be 
appointed to meet a similar committee from the Senate, for the 
purpose of arranging the items about which the two Houses 
had disagreed. 

This motion prevailed; and Messrs. FILLMORE, Apams, and 
Cave Jounson, Were appointed a committee. 

A number of private bills were then read a first and sec- 
ond time, and referred to appropriate committees, 

Mr. G. DAVIS offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to inquire 
into the cause, manner, and ‘circumstances of the removal of 
Henry H. Sylvester, late a clerk in the Pension Office, from his 
place of clerk aforesaid; and that said committee have power to 
send for persons and papers, and to report by bill, resolution, 
or otherwise. 

Mr. WELLER, pending the resolution, moved an adjourn: 
ment, which was carried. 


IN SENATE. d 
Moxpay, May 16, 1842. ` 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. EVANS, from the committee of conference, (appointed 
bythe Senate after executive business on Saturday atternoon, 
when the Senate resumed legislative session for that purpose,) 
reported that the managers of the conference had agreed to rec- 
ommend the Senate to adhere to its disagreement to the 2d, 3d, 
5th, 7th, and 8th amendments of the House to the Ith amend. 
ment of the Senate; and recede from its disagreement to the 
6th amendment of the House to said 9:h amendment; and agree 
to the same amendment to read as follows: “a sum exceed. 
ing $3,500 per year for any such district clerk, or a sum of 
$2,500 per year for any such circuit clerk, or atand after that 
tate ;” and that the Senate recede from its disgreement to the 4th 
amendment of the House to the said 9th amendment of the Sen- 
ate, and agree to the 4:h amendment: that the Senate agree to the 
proviso adopted by the House. in lien of said 9th amendment, to 
be inserted after the word “office,” in the 3d line 9th page of 
amendments, and read as follows: “and no per diem,” &c. and 
the Senate adhere to its 9th amendment as thus amended: that 
the Senate adhere to its 14th amendment, with an amendment, 
as follows: “Strike out ‘one hundred,’ and insert seventy five,” 
{making the appropriation for the Boston custom-house $75,000;] 
that the Senate adhere to its 15th amendment} and also to its 
16th amendment with an amendment, as follows: “Strike out 
all of it and insert, for payment of such amount as shall be 
found due by the select committee appointed in the House on 
the 13th day of May, 1842, for superintendence, work done, and 
materials furnished in completing the custom-house at New 
York, a sum not exceeding $28,200 ;?” and tbat the Senate 
adhere to its 20th and 2lst amendments: 

‘The Senate concurred in the report of the commiitee of cen. 
ference; which was communicated to the House, 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana presented a petition of citizens of the 
State of Indiana, on the subject of a post-route; which was re. 
ferred to the Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads, 

Mr. ALLEN presented a memorial signed by a large number 
of the members of the bar in the State of Ohio, expressing a 
desire that the salary of the United States district judge of that 
district may be increased to double its present amount. The 
memorial was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

“Mr. SMITH of Indiana, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred a joint resolution from the House 
of Representatives on the petition of Messrs. Schnabit and Bar- 
ber, reported the same back to the Senate, recommending its 
adoption. 

, Mr. TALLMADGE presented several memorials and peti- 
tions in favor of protection for American industry; namely, 
two from citizens of Otsego county, in the State of New York, 
numerously signed, without distinction of party, and pray- 
ing for such an increase of tariff as will give ample 
protection to the manufactures of the country; a similar pe- 
tition from other citizens of the same State, with similar 
prayer; a petition, numerously signed, by inhabitants of Jef- 
ferson county, in the same State, with similar prayer; and 
a memorial from the manufacturers of goid and silver ar. 
ticles in the city of New York, praying for an additional duty 
on gold andsilver manufactured articles imported, and assert- 
ing that the tariff bill of the tast session had not lessened im- 
ports, while the increased duty had add-d considerably to the 
reveaue. These petitions and memorials were severally re- 
ferred to the Commi tee on Manufactures. 

Mr. WOODBURY asked and obtained leave to withdraw 
the papers in the case of Henry Neill, for the purpose of cor- 
recting the petition, and referring it to the War Denarunent. 

Mr. TAPPAN asked and obtained leave to introduce. a bill 
to provide for publishing „an account of the. discoveries miade 
by the Exploring Expedition under Lieutenant Wilkes, of the 


> 
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United States navy. ‘The bill was read twice; and referred | 


to the Committee on the Libraty. 
| Mr. LINN offered the following resolution: : E 

Resolved, That, in addition to the distribution already made 
the Surveyors General ofthe public lands of the United States, 
and.the recorder of land titlesat St. Louis, Missouri, shall each 
be supplied, for the use of his office, with one copy, consist- 
ing.of five volumes, of the reports and: documents relating to 

public lands and private land claims, printed by order of the 
ekate; and with one copy of the laws and opinions, printed 
‘ufider the resolution of the Serate of the 28:h February, 1837. 
‘Mr. KING desired to know if these books were in the pos- 
session of the Secretary of the Senate. i 
„Mr. LINN replied that he understood they were. ` 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana observed that it would be proper to 
make some disposition of the books, if there was a surplus 
ofthem. <A question might arise, however, whether the distri- 
bution of a part of them, now proposed, might not be a partial 
one. ; 

Mr. LINN observed that the resolation applied to al} the 
sui veyors general, but only to one recorder of land titles—that 
in.Missouri, He did not know of any other recorder within the 
United States wanting the books; if there was, it could have 
‘been made to apply to him, 

Mr. BENTON asked aud obtained leave to introduce a bill 
to provide for the armed occupation and settlement of the un- 
settled part of East Florida; which was read twice, and refer- 
red to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. BATES presented the memorial of Henry Newman; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. a 

The general orders were then taken up, andthe bill for the 
relief of the heirs of Archibald Parker, deceased, was read a 
third time and passed. ` 

The Senate bill, No. 150 being next in order, 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana observed that a bill from the House 
had been reported to the Senate, which was the same in sub- 
stance and object as the Senate bill No. 150; and therefore, as 
the shortest mode of disposing of the matter, he would move to 
postpone the general orders, for the purpose of taking up the 
House bill No. 55-—- that to which he had alluded. 

And the Senate having agreed to postpone the general orders 
for that purpose, the House bill No. 55, for the relief of the 
heirs of Brigadier General Armand, Major General Duportail, 
and Major de la Colombe, officersin the army of the Revolu- 
tion, was taken up, asin committee of the whole. 

Mr. KING observed that he would like to know something of 
the nature of this claim, y 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana explained that these gentlemen were 
officers in the army of the Revolution, who had remained in the 


service of the United States till the close of the war, and were ` 


entitled to bounty land; but the claim of their heirs not having 
been made till 1840, when the lands appropriated as: bounty 
Jands for soldiers of the Revolution had been all disposed of, 
no warrants could be issued; and the {present bill was to pro- 
vide either for the issue of warrants to select landg, or the issue 
ofscrip. He did not care which plan was adopted; if the issue 
of scrip was authorized, he was satisfied with the bill as it came 
from the House; if that was not concurred in, he would offer 
an amendment to make the mode of selection more specific. 

Mr. KING was not aware that scrip had ever been issued 
for bounty land tosoldiers of the Revolution, except in the in 
stanco of the Virginia line; and all knew what frauds and im- 
„positions that gave rise to. 

Mr. SMITH said scrip had been frequently issued, accord 
ing to his recollection, in other instances. He would suggest 
me propriety of having the report read ,which accompanied the 

it}. 
The report was then read. 

Mr.. KING hoped the chairman of the Committee on Public 
Lands would so amend the bill as to confine it to the issuing of 
warrants. , 

Mr. SMITH said he had no objection, We offered an amend- 
ment to that effect; which was adepted. 

Mr. WRIGHT observed that he did not very well understand 
the merits of the claim. But it struck him with surprise that 
the information from one of the departmegts, contained in the 
report just read, should have been furnished in this case, and 
denied in others. He had applied for information of the kind at 
the same department lately, and was told it could not be given; 
nor could inquiries be answered till the general bill before Con- 
gress on the subject was passed. He thought these cases might 
lie over for the general bill too. 

Mr. SMITH explained that the information from the de- 
partment alluded to was given four or five years ago—before 
the rule was adopted by which the Senator had been denied the 
information which he wanted. 

Mr. McROBERTS called attention to the great length of time 
which had elapsed before the claim was made. 

Mr. SMITH observed that he did not consider there was any 
limitation of time to such claims for bounty lands. 

Mr. WRIGHT supposed, from the names, that these were 
French officers. If they were entitled to bounty lands, who 
makes the claim? and whatare the rights of the claimants? were 
questions which demanded some deliberation. 


Mr. TAPPAN observed that ifthe lineal heirs of those indi- . 


viduals were to come forward and make the claim, he should 
be very much disposed to accord it to them ; but he couid not 
gee the propriety of making the grant to distant relations or 
collateral claimants. He would move to recommit the bill to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. SMITH replied at considerable length, and went into a 
minute history of the claim. He had no objection to the refer- 
ence, if any was necessary; bot he did not think it was. The 
reports both of the House and Senate showed that the depart- 
ments had examined into the matter, and were satisfied of the 
heirship of the present claimants; an 1a letter was referred to 
from the bureau, stating that the names of these officers were 


on the record of those who continued in the service till the — 


Š f the war, and that they were entitled to bounty tands, 
ie subject was further deba ed by Messrs. TAPPAN, 
SMITH, WRIGHT. KING, HUNTINGTON, ALLEN, CLAY- 
TON, and WOODBURY; after which the question was taken 
on recommitiing the biij to the Committee on Revoluriogary 
Claims, and decided in the affirmative—yeas 28, nays J2;and 
ill was so referred. . 

mom SMITE of Indiana then moved to refer the Senate bill 
also (No. 150) with the report and documents, to the same com- 
mittee; which was agreed to. i À 

Mr. MANGUM moved to go into excoutive session. 

Mr. LINN observed that it had been agreed upon, on Satur- 
day, that the Senate would resume executive session to-day at 


3 o’clock; but it was not yet.that hour, and, before it arrived, l 


some progress could be made in the unfinished business. ` 

Mr. MANGUM said there was very important business to be 
transacted in executive sessien, besides that which it had been 
agréedshould.be resumed at 3 o’clock. He could not, there- 
fore, suspend his motion, — ~ 

A division on the question was called for, and resulted— 
ayes 23, noes 17. 

So the Senate went into executive session; and, after some 
hours spent therein, adjourned. z z 
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Mr. ATHERTON presented, under the rule, the petition of 
Robert Moore and others, citizens of Nashua, N. H., praying 
for the passage of an exchequer bill; and that a sufficient sum 
may be raised by discriminating duties, to meet all the ex- 
penses of the Government, and place the country ina complete 
state of defence: referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. JACK, of Penusylvania, presented the petition of Wil- 
liam Cunningham, and ninety other citizens of Butler county, 
Pa., for an increase of duty on foreign importations: referred 
to the Committee on Manufactures. 

Mr. MARSHALL of Maine presented petitions from inhabit- 
ants of Belfast, Searsmont, Appleton, Liberty, Patricktown, 
and Washington, Maine, for a mail-route from Belfast to Au- 
gusta, in said State. 

Memorials and other papers were presented by Messrs, 
THOMPSON of Kentucky, GOGGIN, GOODE of Virginia, 
and other members, and appropriately referred. 

_Mr.. VAN RENSSELAER submitted the following resolu- 
tion: . 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the Commissioner of Patents be, and he hereby is, authorized to 
allow to David A. Gardner, upon his contract for making furni- 
ture for the Patent Office, the value of such furniture made by 
h:m, and of such materials, partly finished and provided for 
the performance of the said contract, as were destroyed by fire 
on the morning of the 15th inst.; which fire was caused by no 
accident or fault on his part. 

Mr. HOPKINS suggested the prepriety of referring the reso- 
Tution to a committee, with instructions to inquire into its pro- 

riety. 
i After a few words from Mr. MERIWETHER and Mr. HOP- 
KINS, the resolution was modified as Mr: Hopuins suggested; 
and in that shape it was adopted. 

Several gentlemen being about to offer memorials and reso- 
lutions— 

Mr. MORGAN, who had a resolution which he desired to 
submit, inquired if this was not resolution day; and, on being 
answered in the affirmative, said he should object to the irregu- 
lar presentation of resolutions; and moved that the States be 
called for resolutions in order. 

The SPEAKER remarked that the business in order would 
be the unfinished business of Saturday, viz: the resolution of 
the gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Garrerr Davis,] which 
was as follows: 


Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to inquire 
into the cause, manner, and circumstances of the removal of 
Henry H. Sylvester, late a clerk in the Pension Office, from bis 
place of clerk aforesaid; and that said committee have power to 
send for persons and papers, and to report by bill, resolution, or 
otherwise. 


Mr, G. DAVIS now moved the previous question, 

Mr. WELLER said the resolution was objected to on its pre- 
sentation or Saturday, and he wished to know, therefore, how 
itnow came up as unfinished business. 

The SPEAKER informed the gentleman that the resolution 
was received on Saturday, and he was in error in supposing 
that it was objected to. 

Mr. W. W.IRWIN said it was the impression of many 
membersin his vicinity that it was objected to. 

The House sustained the motion for the previous question. 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN moved to lay the resolution on the table, 

Mr. G. DAVIS called for the yeas and nays, which were or- 
dered; and the motion to lay the resolution on the table was neg. 
atived—yeas 51, nays97. The resolution was then adopted. 

Mr. STUART of Ilinois wished to presentto the House a 
letter written by a Mr. Porter, of Mississippi, inaelation to cer- 
tain lands entered at the Jand office in Chocchuma. 

Mr. PROFFIT objected; but after some irregulangliscussion, 
the letter was received, and was ordered to be printed, 

Mr. MORGAN again called for the orders of the day. 

Mr. LEVY then proceeded to address the House; the ques- 
tion being on the motion to refer the said message to the Com. 
mittee on the Territories, and that it be printed. 

Mr. Levy thanked the Hous: for its kindness in consenting 
to take up the subject,and would not abuse its indulgence. He 
could not, however, reconcile it to his sense of duty to allow 
this message to pass sub silentio. it proposed a course in the 
highest degree, as he conceived, censurable and unfortunate. 
So far as the iegislation suggested was concerned, it. was well 
enough. He not only did not object to this part of it, buthad 


himself been urging a similar course. The objection he had to 


it was, that it dilin fact evince an intention to abandon the 
whole fruit of the long-waged hostilities at the moment it was 
within our grasp. After an annual expenditure of millions, 
and a sacrifice of life unparalleled in the history of wars, when 
we regard the numbers of the enemy—after seven Jong years of 
suffering on the part of the people of Florida, whose hopes for 
its termination, so long deferred, had begun at ilast to revive— 
itis now proposed to relinquish the‘object ef the Jong struggte, 
and leave the country to the possession of the enemy. He had 
bren unable to comprehend the motive of the message, until he 
saw, ina paper which he received yesterday, the following an- 
nouncement: 

“The President has at last communicated to Congress the 
final termination of the Florida war? 

Now, Lam sure I have no objection that the President should 
have the credit of ending the Florida war. No ore would re- 
ceive its announcement more gratefully than myself. But I 
insist that it bein fact terminated before he enjoys the honor. 
Į protest against the cry of peace when there is no peace. I 
object to his laiming before the nation the eclat of an achieve- 
ment which has not been performed, when the consequences, 
however agreeable to Himself for the time, may be.s0 fatal to 
the country, : 


T cannot be far wrong when T avow the belief ‘that the sole 


- object of the’ message was'to sound a sort of grand. flouriah‘be- 


forethe nation, by the announcement of thé:close-of-.the war. 
The message certainly could not have been intendedumeredy 
for the purpose of suggesting legislation; for the Way Dopart- 
ment had some time before officially communicated iis views to 
me, for usé before the Military Committe ef thé House, incre- 
ply to a letter addressed to the Secretary upon tHe: subject; and 
in that communication had suggesied fully all that the present 
message proposes, s0 faras legislation is concerned: Bask the 
Clerk to read the letter, ae PE oe: 
, ; War DEPARTMENT, April 26, 1842, 
Sir: In answer to your letter of the 26th inst. receivéed'to- 
day, I-would-say that, in my opinion, the occupation of the 
peninsula of Florida by a hardy and armed body of men would 
be the most effectual means of preventing any hostile incur- 
sions by the Indians. Their number is now so much ‘yerttced, 
thatthe trouble and expense of keeping a large military “es- 
tablishment there, for the pursuit and capture of. the few that 
remain, seem no longer expedient. A force ten times the num- 
ber now in the field of those would not prevent occasional ir- 
tuptions of the Indians; and, if it can be prevented by any 
means, that above suggested appears the most effectual, And 
if, to secure such settlements, it be necessary to offer a quarter 
section of land to each head of a family, i should think it judi- 
cious to make the offer; but with the express declaration that 
the title of the United States only would be granted, and that the 
Government would not be responsible for any failure of titfe, 
It might also be expedient to authorize the issue of rations. to 
the families of such settlers as were in need of them, for aterm 
not exceeding one year; and the loan of arms, on security being 
given, ur some provision made, to. secure their return at some 
specified time. $ 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
; J. C. SPENCER. 


The purpose of the message, then, could not have. been 
merely to suggest the plan of settlement; that had been already 
fully suggested in the Secretary’s letter just read, dated April 
26th, a fortnight before the date of the message. - . Bot Mie 

The only other purpose concéivable was that of enjoying, 
with fatal precipitancy, the honor of declaring the war closed. 

And by what means is this end reached? Why, sir, by # 
virtual abandonment of all we have beea thus far contending 
for. At first I had thought that the news of the surrender of 
Halleck Tustenuggec and twenty-six of his warriors, whict 
reached us about the date of the message, had induced this new 
movement, and that, in the exultation of the moment, the war 
had indeed been thought ended. But it became evident to Mey 
upon reading the instructions of the Secretary to the come 
manding general, with the note appended to it in the Madi- 
sonian, that such was not the case. ‘The instructions akd: the 

message had evidently for their basis a recommendation of 
Col. Worth, dated 14th February Jast, Now, itis. not a little 
remarkable that these very propositions of Col. Worth, if Tam 
not mistaken, were made the subject of a grave military con- 
gultation at the time, and were deliberately rejected, and he 
was ordered to prosecute hostilities till the subjugation of the 
enemy. Such is the information which J received at the time. - 
Why, then, this change of purpose? Had the aspect of affairs 
changed? Notatall for the better, but, in truth, for the worse. 
No more of the enemy had been captured or emigrated; they 
were spread over as largea portion of the Territory as ever 5 
their hostility burned with as much fierceness as ever; thei 
incursions for murder and plunder were as frequent and aw 
fatalas before. So.confirlent did they remain m their prowess, 
and so untamed in their ferocity, that it was buta short time 
ago they had engaged in battle a large force of the regular 
army, headed by Col. Worth himself, with equal advantage in 
the fight. No communication had been obtained with any of 
the outlying bands: the swamps of tbe Apalachicola inthe: ~ 
west, of the Ocklocknee and Oscilla in the middle, of the: Su-- 
wannee, Okefenokce, and the eveigiadesin the east were known 
to be infested with Indians, with whom no terms were possible, 
for no intercourse had been effected with them. Yet, in the face 
of these facts, evidencing no change in the state of hostilities, 
the once repudiated propositions of Col. Worth are reverted (0,, 
and suddenly adopted as the hasis of a policy which apparently 
has for its object nothing more than an opportunity to announce 
a fina] termination ofthe war. 

Why, sir, so far from there having been a change for the bet- 
ter during the interval between the first rejection and subse- 
quent adoption of the scheme, let me show the House how much 
worse they were. Here is a diary of one week's disasters in a 
county of Middle Florida, during the past month: 

“More INDIAN DEPREDATIONS.—We understand that the In- 
dians have recently come over into Middle Fiorida, (from the 
east,) and commenced operations in the vicinity of San Pedro, 
New Town, and Sandy Ford. A jetter betore us states that, on 
the 3lst ultimo, they attacked the bouse of a Mr. Griggs, and 
wounded three persons. On the 3d instant, a man was shot be- 
tween New Town and Sandy Ford, and his mule killed. Qa the 
5th, two negroes were kiiled, and a third wounded, belonging to ` 
a Mr, Smith. On the 7th, a soldier belonging to company H, 
3d regiment, was shot within three and a half miles of. Fort 
Pleasant, in Madison county. . The troops in that quarter have 
been in active pursuit, but with what success we are not in- 


formed.” i ee 
As a farther illustration of the state of: hostilities, and of the 


number of the enemy in the west, I will read the following ex- 
tract: 


FROM THE TALLAHASSEE FLORIDIAN, 16TH APRIL, 

“INDIANS caPTURED.—On Friday of last week, a company 
ef regulars and volunteers, from [ca and the post in the -vicin- 
ity, left Apalachicola for a scout through the: country between 
the Apalachicola aad the Suwannee rivers. They ave to be 
metby a company froin this side Ocklorkr ee, and will number 
sixty regulars and thirty volunteers, On Morday, the. volun: 
teers fell in with a small party of Indians, killed three, and took 
two children prisoners: The party were stil ip pursuit, Cap. 
tain. Vanhorn has charge of the expedition, and, from the chara Ce 
ter of the officers and men, we antiċipata more success, The 
Indians in that vicinity are suppesed to number nearly One 
hundred, and have committed frequent depredations.” 

FROM THE TALLAHASSEE SENTINEL, 15TH APRIL. 

“The war is, we fear, not so nearits erid as many have fondly 
dreamed. We hear, almost every week, of Indian depreda- 
tions upon the lives and property of our citizens. A week or 
two since, the house of a Mr, Smith, in Madison county, was 
attacked, and three of his negroes killed. Other depredations 
were also committed, 


, Structed, bis plans for the murder of theit wives and 


` ofits most intelligent citizens. 


“hot ani 


R he band. west of ws have also killed some of the stock of. 
Mr: Harvey, near the Ocklocknee.” ` : Oe 
“A presentment of the grand- jury of Madison county, re- 
ceived by me:since the message was communicated, states: 
““The citizens of this county have suffered greater loss, and 
been attacked more frequantly, by the Indians, within the last 
month, than they ever have ‘been since the commencement of 
‘the war.” i ire i 
:8o far, then, from there having been any. change which could 
justify a change of policy, the same cause existed for the réjec- 
‘ton of Col. Worth’s suggestions, so far as a termination Of hos- 
tities was concerned, as atfirst: =. : 
¿The scheme proposed, is said by. the Message to have been 
Corroborated by the Governor of the Territory, and by many 
i Who those’ citizens are, I have 
No meansof knowing. Ido notclaim the quality of intelligence; 
but Lat Teast am oneof the citizens of. thatTerritory, who have 
never sanctioned such a scheme, nor been consulted upon a move- ` 
ment so interesting tothe people of the Territory. , Whether the 
representation of Georgia, a State algo interested in the subject, 
has beeni ‘consulted, they can bestanswer. But, so far as the 
sanction of the Governor of Florida is concerned, Í cannot but, 
believe that some mistake has occurred. ` I have here, with me, 
a letter’ from Governor Call, dated the 20th -of January, in 
‘which he tells’ me ef the rumor of Col. Worth’s purpose, and 
puts me upon. thealert. The letter evidently hadreference to 
the very same propositions which are contained in Col, Worth’s 
letter of the 14th of February, and which is the basis of this 
late move of the War Department. I request that the Clerk 
will read the extract: i 
“Lam very apprehensive, from what Ihave heard within the 
last few days, that a report will be made to the Government, 
representing the war at an end, while there are yet bands of In. 
ians prowling in the country entirely unsubdued. Should this 
be the case, and the troops are withdrawn, the frontier settle- 
ments will be greatly exposed, and the Governor of the Terri- 
tory has no means whatever to afford them protection. You 
may depend on it, the war will not be closed this winter; and 
should. the army retire from Florida, many of the advanced 
‘settlements will be destroyed. You will, perhaps, obtain early - 
intelligence of the intentions of the Government; and Lam sure 
you will use every effort in your power to provide for the secu- 
rity of the frontier. . You will find me at all times ready to co- 
operate with: you for the accomplishment of this or any other 
measure to’ promote the interest of Florida.” . 
Now, then, I cannot. suppose that the Governor would blow 
d cold upon such a subject; and that while he invited me 
to oñe position, he placed himself, in his communications to the 
` War Department, upon another. 
These remarks, it will be observed, have reference to the dec- 


, Jaration ‘that ihe war is ended, and the announcement of the 


acheme of ceasing hostilities. 


Ihave said, sir, that this permission to Colonel Worth to de- 
Clare. a cessation of hostilities, was a virtual abandonment of the 
whole purpose and fruit of the Fiorida war, and of the policy 
with which its continuance had been maintained up to this 
‘time. The object which the Government proposed was the re. 
moval of thu Seminoles from Florida. Their rémoval was not 

“only the pointof honor; but, after hostilities once commenced, it 
became the point of safety and necessity, When a cessation of 
hostilities was proposed by the Indians themselves in 1838, with- 
Out a-etiptilation for their emigration, the reply was prompt 
‘and decisive that the policy of removal could not be aban- 
doned. That reply is to be found in the letter of the War De. 
partment to General Jesup, dated July 25, 1837. Dac. 78, 2a 
session, 25th Congress. The Clerk will please to read the ex- 

tract: 

“It istrue that, in the contest which ensued, they have dis- 
played, in an eminent degree, the savage virtues of consistency 
and courage; and that, aided by the climate and nature of the 
country, they havo, so far, 
against superior forces, directed by brave and skilful officers; 
but the conduct and 


Y y y j] y for the protec- 
tionof our frontiers upon the faith of treaties with a people who 
have given such repeated proofs of treachery, would be unwise 


: and impolitic. We cannot desist fram prosecuting the war un. 


ting: the resistance of all those who now remain east of the Mis- 
To withdraw our forces how, would betray great 
weakness, and not only tariish the honor of our arms, bat vio- 
late the sacred obligations of the Government of the United 
States to protect the persons and Property of the citizens of 
Florida from the savage aggressions of the Indians, Tam per. 
suada this obligation can be fulfilled without seeking to exter- 
minate the Seminoles, and am grateful to find, that after hav- 
ing had time for furthar examination and reflection, you coin- 
cide in this opinion.” ` 
Here, then, was the deliberate announcement of the purposeg 
of the Government. And now, withont the consent or concert 
of the Indiang, after five years moro of expenditure and contin- 
ued effusion of blood, it is proposed to force upon the few re- 
maining Indians a boon which was refused then to a more pow- 
erful force of them who sued for it. And what will be the con- 
sequence of this step? Why, sir, the peninsula of Florida, 
your most assailable and vulnerable point in the South, will 
remain inthe possession of au untamed, ferocious, and tri- 
umphant enemy. You abandon the strong ground of the treaty, 
which requires their emigration; and if they choose to remain 
quiet, you never can renew measures of force for their removal. 
Is not thisan abandonment of the whole fruits of your long 
struggl-? But there is a still worse feature in this matter. You 
wantonly expose the lives of those who yet remain in 
the country, and you render nugatory your design of 
settlement; for who will expose the lives of their fami. 
lies to the treachery of such an enemy? Yon tie the 
hands of your military, and of the settlers, You require 
them to fold their arms while the enemy is preparing unob. 
children, 
ang. tell them they may. pursue after the deed of htood is done 


: and the enemy fled. Can any thing be more ridiculous— more 


‘pelt. Wo, str, itis idle to think of induciag settlement under 

4 clrcumstances, This idea of a forced peace, of an armed 

Hranty, 3s as novel as it is chimerical. If Sam Jones had 
Beulted about it it would not have been so bad; but ave. i 


° 
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then it would have been an uojustffiable arrangement. Have 


-we not had evidences enough of the faithlessness of the Semi- 


noles to have learned by this time more wisdom? And yet 
these who now remain are the most faithless, reckless, and 
rascally of that- vagabond race. If there was any Vittue among 
them, that virtue has departed with those that have emigrated. 
The faithlessness of the- Florida Indiansis not of recent dis- 
covery. As far. back as 1609 their character was depicted by a 
Portuguese traveller in terms of wonderful precision. The ex- 
tract I read is in the quaint language of the translator, and 
furnishes a perfect picture of their race at the present day: 

“But, for all their faire-and cunning speeches, they are not 
overmuch to be trusted, for they are (he-greatest traitors of the 
World, as their manifold, most.craftie, continued and bloody 
treasons, hereset down at large, doe evidently prove. They be 
also as unconstant as the. weathercock, and most readic 
to take all occasions of advantages to doe mischiefe. They 
are great liars and dissemblers, for which faults oftentimes 
they had their deserved paiments, And many times they gave 
good testimonie of their great valour and resolution. So handle 
them gently; while gentle courses may be found to serve, it will 
be, without comparison, the best: but if gentle polishing will 
not serve, then we shall not want hammerours and rough ma- 
sens enow, I meane our old soldiours trained up in the Nether- 
landa, to equare and prepare them to out preachers’ hands,” 

The same character was given them in 1823, in an official 
communication to Congress; and the same character has been 
found in the history of this war to be still impressed upon 
them. Tow, then, can you expect to retain them within the 
same limits with the white man in peace? 

But if they refrain for the present from aggression, they will 
remain there as asanctuary and refuge to the fugitive slaves 
of the South, until, bythe increase of numbers, and the aid 
they will receive from the British islands neighboring to the 
peninsula, you will have a band of maroons more terrible and 


| dangerous than the Seminoles have ever been. 


Tam as favorable to a reduction of the expenditures of this 
war as the President can be. I fully agree that we no Jonger 
need large armies of regular soldiers manæuvring in the woods. 
It is time to lay aside the pomp of war. Invite settlement. 
Bring in the hardy and brave pioneers of the South and Weat. 
Let thein take the lands by conquest. Leave them free to čap- 
ture or destroy their foe in their own way, Protect them while 
they are too weak to maintain possession. Give rations to 
those to whom it has been pledged. We care not for more; 
and as for guns, the rifles of our own people are far surer than 
the muskets of Uncle Sam. It will cost ne more to carry on the 
war in this manner, {o its true end, than to makea false termina- 
tion by declaring a cessat‘on of hostilities. 

I have said, sir, that if you once abandon the strong ground of 
the treaty, and cease hostilities, the Indians will remain forever 
in the country. They are there now, with all the acquisitions 
ofthe war. All the slaves and other property which they have 
captured, and which has not yet been recovered, are to be left 
quietly in their possession ; and, from the principles they have 
been allowed to imbibe of late, they will be led to expect that 
all the property they yet take may hecome permanently theirs. 
It is but lately I have had occasion to engage in a correspond- 
ence wi'n the War Department upon the subject of a slave cap- 
tured during the hostilities, and allowed, under an order of the 
department, to be carried to the West, as the property ofthe 
Indian captor. With such lessons, they will have every in- 
ducement to remain always there, increasing their plunder as 
long as they can elude the defensive forces, and emigrating 
with their gains when they choose to come to stipulation. 

In the remarks I have made, sir, I have designed no partisan 
attack. Asa delegate, I partak’ notin the party strifes, It be- 
longs not to my position. But itis my duty to speak out boldly 
when I perceive a line of policy proposed so full of danger to 
the people I represent, and so prejudicial to the general interests 
and honor of the country. 

Mr. MORGAN rose for the purpose of reading a few para- 
graphs from the presentment of the grand jury, to which the 
Deiegate from Florida referred. After having read these ex- 
tracts, Mr. M said that it had been frequently denied on this 
floor that the Government of the United States was respon: 
sible for the commencement of this war. Now here was the 
indictment of this grand jury, declaring that the war was 
brought about, not by the act of the Indians, but by the plun- 
dering acts of the officers of the Jate Administration. Mr. M. 
declared his hearty concurrence in the views of the Executive, 
as expressedin his message on the subject, and hoped that the 
pacific poli} there recommended would be followed out. He 
believed the war to have been cruel and unjust, and it was 
time th ic should cease. It appeared by the statement of the 
gentleman, that there were but one hundred and thirty war- 
riors left iv Florida; and he did not wish to see millions upon 


millions squandered every year in fruitless attempts to re- 


move them. He was well satisfied that an army of ten tho 
and men would not be snflicient to terminate the war, if hostili- 
ties continued; there wasno other mode of putting an end to it 
but bya pacific policy. Let the Government of the United 
States declare to these Indians that they shalt be no more mo- 
lested, and, his word for it, hostilities would soon cease, and the 
settlers would return to their homes. 

Mr. CUSHING said he admitted that it was proper for the 
gentleman from Tiorida [Mr. Levy] to represent the interests 
of his constituents, and use all proper efforts to obtain fox them 
that protection to which they were entitled from the Govern. 
ment. He could not, however, perceive that there were an. 
Just grounds of objection to the message ofthe President. Did 
the gentleman from Florida dislike the Proposition for the set- 
dement of East Florita? By no means; he thought it was 
proper, Did he object to the peaceful remedy for the hostili- 
ties which had been carried on? Did he think it was better to 
force the Indians out of Florida,than to do it m a peaceful 
way? 

Mr. LEVY explained. He did not object to any mode of 
ending the hostilities; but he apprehended that the object would 
not be attained by the declaration of peace. 

Mr. CUSHING continued. Wonld the gentleman argue that 
if the Indians contd be driven from the Territory by peaceful 
Means, it was still better to do it by force? The President hag 
recommended the adoption of a course of policy which was 
best calculated to attain the abject. To what point of his mes- 
sage did the gentleman object? He had said that he objected to 
the declaration that the war was ended. There was, said 
Mr C., no such declaration in the message. There was no war 
in Florida. No legal war had ever existed in that Territory. 
Tn-all the actsof Congress on the subject, and all the documents 
of the Government and its departments, the declaration that it 


= 
was a war that was going on in Florida had been carefully 
avoided. Yt had been constantly spoken of as “hostilities,” It 
was not a legal war; nor was it pronosed to declare that any 
war had ended. He (Mr. C.) entered his protest against such a 
term being applied to it. Jf it were so, what would be the state 
of facts? The United States, an enlightened nation of 17,000,000 
inhabitants, declaring war against 80 Indians! There were but 
80, ccording to the official documents, and 120 or 130, accordin 
to the gentleman from Florida [Mr. Levy.}] Thus, there woul 
be a war between 17,000,000 of peopie and 80 poor fugitive Tn- 
dians! He (Mr. ©.) disdained to call it war. It was not a war. 
It was what the President had called it, and it had always been 
called—*hostilities.”? - . 

Mr, LEVY said he objected to the message of the Presiden 
because it declared that hostilities‘had ended. He had not sai 
war. It was however once termed officially a war by the At- 
torney General, upon the application of General Jesup in 1837, 
He (Mr. L.) had not looked upon it otherwise than as a rebel- 
lion. 4 

Mr. CUSHING was understood to retnark that he heärd the 

geneman frequently use the term war in the course of his re- 
marks, He (Mr. C )couldsee no-hing objectionable in the decla- 
rdtion that hostilities had ceased, when no war had been declared. 
What, then, was the objection to the message of the President? 
Had it recommended that the Government should cease to af: 
ford its protection to the people of Florida? This was the 
only practical question that could be brought into discussion. 
It was immaterial whether the House concurred or not with the 
President in the opinion he had expressed. The only practical 
question was, what should be done in Florida? He repeated, 
that, according to the testimony on file in the department, there 
were but eighty Indians remaining in Florida. Did the gentle- 
man [Mr. Levy] wish three or four regiments of the army to be 
employedagaiust those few Indians? Did he wish them to be em- 
ployed so long as asingie Indian remained in Fiorida?. That 
was his proposition, and he protested that hostilities should not 
be considered as having ceased whilst there was a single Indian 
remaining in the Territory. Wad the President proposed that 
there should be no more military protection to the people of 
Florida? He proposed, in the first place, that hostilities should 
cease, unless ageressions should be made by the Indians; sec- 
oudly, that negouations should be entered into for a voluntary 
surrender of all the Indians; and thirdly, that the inhabitants 
should be protected by the armed occupation of the Territory, 
What farther than this did the gentleman from Fiorida [Mr. 
Levy} propose? Two regiments were to be kept there. He 
(Mr, C.) thonght them enough, together with the people of the 
Territory, to afford ample protection against eighty Indiang, 
No fault could be found with the force to be employed. The 
regiments would be there as armed. settlers—the Government 
furnishing erms and provisions. Was it not notorious that for 
years it had been argued in the Senate that the best, safest, 
economical, and, in fact, the only method to terminate the 
ia War, was by an armed occupatiorof the Territory? 
Mr. LEVY explained. He had said that the propositions con- 
tained in the President’s Message were communicated to the 
House, by the Secretary of War, at least twenty days before the 
Presidenv’s message was received; and that, therefore, so far as 
legislation was concerned, the message was uncalled for, This 
being the case, the President, could have no other object in view, 
than that of announcing the termination of the war, 

Mr. CUSHING said the President did not announce the ter- 
mination of the war; but his message contained a specific rec- 
ommendation of military protection to the people of Florida. 
Then, according to the explanation of the gentleman. from Flori- 
da, there was no faultto find with itexcept that it was cumulative, 
and contained what had already been communicated to the 
House. The gentleman had not said that two regiments were in- 
sufficient to protect the people, nor that the armed occupation of 
the Territory was improper: all that he complained of 
was, the ceclaration of the President that hostilities had 
ceased. If it were now an issue before the House whether the 
new system of operations proposed was proper, he (Mr, C.) 
would join issue upon it. Ie believed it was time that the 
parade, the miarching and countermarching of troops, the 
prosecution of a system of operations at an enormous expense 
to the Treasury, should cease—provided, as he helieved was 
the fact, there were other means of protection. The practical 
question was, what isthe best mode of terminating the difficul- 
ties, of inducing the Indians te surrender— making them emi- 
grate by force, ot otherwise? He would not go into the ques- 
tion whether the people of Florida wished hostilities to continue, 
or not; but he believed that pacific means were now required by 
the honor of the country, as well as the condition of its Treast- 
ry, not only as best for the people of the United States, but also 
for the people of Florida. 

Mr. COOPER of Gcorgia, after a few remarks, observed that 
some recent events, in connexion with the mesrage ofthe Preg- 
ident of the United States on this subject, rendered it necessary 
that something should be said with regard” to the interests of 
the State of Georgia. Both as a citizen of Georgia andas a 
member of Congress, he had serious objections to this message. 
I. was not the fact, as announced by the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts, that the war had ceased.. It would be very conso- 
ling to the country, and a great relief to the Treasury, if this 
were true; but is was not so. The President, however, had 
thought proper to authorize a subaltern officer of the army, not 
above the rank of colonel, to declare, whenever he thought it 
expedient ta do so, that hostilities against the Indians should 
cease. If he was mistaken in this, he begged some gentleman 
wonld correct him; and he would thank the Clerk to read that 
portion of the message, i 

The message having been read— 

Mr. © said he must give his most unqualified condemnation 
toit;and a few words, he thought, would satisfy the House of 
the exceeding impropriety of the authority thns given. If we 
Were at war with the Indians, it would not be pretended by the 
gentleman from Massachusets that such authority could be 
given; and it wasonly by establishing the fact that it was not 
a war, that the act of giving such high authority to the colonel 
commanding could be justified, This was a tremendous 
power to be given to a subaltern officer of the army, when 
a sovereign State was interested, and when its inhabitants 
were murecred by whole families within the hearing of his 
guns, It was the power to declare peace, and transferring to 
a colonel in the army the power delegated to the President 
and the Senate: But the gentieman said it was no war. 

Mr. CUSHING asked leave to explain. The declaration of 
war must emanate from Congress; but not the declaration of 
peace. The President of the United States and the Senate myst 
make peace, ` : 


Mr. COOPER, Yes, air; every schoolboy knows that: ‘The 
Presidentand the Senate must make peace; and if I did not say 
so, I expressed, myself very imperfectly. I know I used the 
word Senate. Now, as to the question whether we were at 
War, with the Seminoles.or not. ‘What was war? It was when 
men met by international law to kill one another in a legitimate 
way; where guns were used, and horses and camp equipage. 


‘This was wår; and we were getting out of it most ridiculousiy. ~ 


Alor efforts had been to get out of it ever since it was com- 
mienced; and yet, after spending twenty millions of money, we 
Were not out of it yet. For the satisfaction of the gentleman 
from New York, [Mr. Morcan,] who said that, by pursuing a 
pacific policy, and letting the Iadians know that they were no 
micre to be molested, the war could be ended in four weeks; let 
me (said Mr. C.) state a few facts. These experiments had 
been made without success by every general who had gone into 
the field. “General Clinch, Gereral Gaines, General Scott, and 
down to Colonels Harney and Worth, had all tried this pacific 
policy—had all proclaimed that the war was ended. And we 
were as far from ending it as ever. Why, he would ask, 
cease from hostilities, if there is no war? Wherefore the 
declaration of the colonel in command, of a cessation of hostil- 
ities, if there is no war? Mr. C. then took a hasty view 
of the operations of Generals Gaines and Scott against the 
Seminoles, and showed how these experimen's of a pacific na- 
ture had always failed, and how-the Indians uniformly got the 
advantage. Te then noticed another remaik of the gentleman 
from New York, which was-—that this war was begun by the 
Government of the United States, and was founded ic cruelty. 
He would not go through the details of the history of this war, 
to show how much the gentleman was in error, but would con- 
tent himself with reminding him of afew. prominent facts. Did 
the gentleman overlook all the considerations of feeling and 
humanity for the whites—the women and children who were 
murdered by these savages? Did he forget the treacherous as- 
sassination ofthe agent Thompson, by Osceola? _ Did he for- 
get, while this very proposition of Colonel Worth to-sus- 
pend ali hostilities was before the President, that they passed 
by his lines.and went into the State of Georgia, where they 
cut the throats of men, women, and children ? 

Mr. C. then referred to the controversy between the Governor 
of Georgia and the Secretary of War, in relation. to the 
operations of the United States troops in his State, and 
the request ef the former to have them removed. About 
twelve months ago, in reply to the earnest solicitations of the 
Governor, the Secretary promised that a certain description of 
forces [militia] should be employed for the protection of the 
pooled the State. Ic was not, perhaps, more than three months 

efore that he had given orders to the commanding officer to 
disband the militia then in service; and aa soon as that was done, 
the Indians ‘came across the Georgia line and murdered whole 
families. On being addressed on the subject, by the Governor, 
and earnestiy solicited to do so, two companies of militia were 
called into service; but in a short time, in order to get rid of the 

xpense, these companies were dismissed, and immediately the 
In ians began again to cross the line and commit their depreda- 
tions and murders. Expustulation after expostulation was 
made by the Governor, both to the present Secretary and to his 
predecessor, (Mr. Bell;] but still the War Department continues 
to pursue the same policy. The Indians pass by the station 
of Colonel Worth, wishin a mile or a mile anda half of him, 
and “go into the adjoining country of Georgia, committing 
the greatest enormities. The result of all this was, that the 
Governor wrote to the Secretary, asking him to remove the 
United States troops, and stating that he would defend the State 
by means of her own militia. He would state the reason why 
the Governor preferred militia to the regular troops. It was 
not because Colonel Worth was not a good officer; not because 
the United States. troops were not good soldiers; but it was be- 
cause the Indians feared the militia, whose feelings were excit- 
ed by the murders they had committed on: their defenceless 
women ané children, and would not dare to face them. They 
knew that the Georgia militia were burning to avenge these 
enormities, and would hunt them out, and catch or kil them; 
while, on the other hand, the sympathics of the United States 
soldiera—mosily foreigners. and some Northern men—were in 
their ‘favor. They knew that if they encountered the last, the 
worst that could happen to them would be to be taken and feast- 
ed awhile on beef and crackers, and then shipped off to the west. 
There was another thing be wished to bring to the consideration 
of the House. It was the importance that had been given to 
this colonel commanding, in consequence of the high authority 
vested in him by the President, which induced him to go to the 
extremity of bearding the Governor of Georgia, in his executive 
capacity, by wantonly and unnecessarily writing him a highly 
disrespectful letter. He had not this letter by him to refer to, 
put, by reading the reply of the Governor, the Ilouse would see 
what sort ofa letter it was. He wouldask the Clerk to read, for 
the information of the House, the letter of the Governor, which 
he had cut out of a newspaper, The Clerk then read the fol- 
lowing extract from the Federal Union, a Georgia newspaper: 

“We publish to-day a leuer from is Excellency the Gov- 
etnor to Colonel Worth, in reply to one trom that officer, in- 
forming him that he had accidentally, and without the knowl- 
edge of the Governor’s request, removed the United States 
troops from theterritory of Georgia, which had been commu- 
nicated to the Secretary of War, Colonel Worth’s letter hav- 
ing been appended to the printed documents from the War Pe- 
partinent, renders it proper that this reply from Governor Me- 
Donald should also be published. We invite the attention of 
our readers to it: 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Milledgeville, April 18, 1842. 
Sın: [had the honor to-day to receive your letter of the 10th 
instant, informing me of your accidenta! compliance wih the 
wishes of the Executive ef Georgia, in withdrawing the garri- 
son at Trader's THU lo a point within the limits of Florida; and 
assuring me that, bad you been aware of the published corres- 
pondence of this depariment w e Secretary of War, (which 
contained a request that the regular troops should be removed 
from the limits of this $ ) no consideration of convenience 
or expediency could have induced you to have adopted the 
measure. Your explanation was wholly wnet: sary. asit 
brought me the first intelligence of the important military 
movement which gave rise to it. Tt is proper, however, for me 
to say, that your ignorance of my wishes is accepted as a suilt- 
cient apology for your execution of them. 43 
Lhavethe honor to be, very respectfully, your che: jent ser- 
vant, CHAS. J. McDONALD. 
Col. W. J. WORTH, f . 
Commanding the army of Florida,” 
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Mr. C. would ask the House to scan that letter, and mark the 
fatal effects of putting such power in the hands of. a colonel of 
the army. He sees the published correspondence of the Governor 
and Secretary of War; and to prevent the Governor from sup- 
posing that the United States troops were removed. from the 
State in consequence of his wishes, he writes that letter, in 
which he says that no consideration of convenience or expe- 
diency could hare induced him to nave adopted the measure, if 
he had only known beforehand of this correspondence.. Now, 
if-acolonel of the army is permitted to take such a high stand 
as that, you will soon see, (said Mr. C.) what you were once 
very near seeing; and that is. the United States troops driven out 
of the limits of the State of Georgia at the point of the bayonet. 
[Iere a member called for the reading of Colonel Worth’s letter, 
and it was read accordingly.] After some further remarks. Mr. C, 
expressed his concurrence in the armed occupation of Florida, 
by settlers, who shall receive grants of land, as recommended 
in the President’s message; but also expressed his decided dis- 
approbation of a declaration to the Indians that hostilities 
would cease. He knew that the Indians would take advantage 


- of it, and while our army was inactive, they would, regardiesa 


ofany engagements, as they always had been, pass by the mili- 
tary stations, cross over the line,and burnand murder without 


mercy. ot 

Mr. FILLNORE here stated that the Committee of Confer- 
ence on the part of the House, with regard to the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses on the general appropriation bill, were 
ready to report; and he would, therefore, ask what was the ques- 
tion before the House. 

‘The SPEAKER replied that it- was on the reference and print- 
ing of the message. 

Mr. FILLMORE then moved the previous question; which 
being seconded, aud the main question ordered— 

Mr. LEVY appealed to Mr. F. to withdraw the motion, to en- 
able him to make an explanation. 

Mr. FILLMORE was understood to decline a compliance 
with this request. 

„The main question was then taken, and carried without a di» 
vision. 


Mr. FILLMORE, from the Committee of Conference, here 
made the following report: 

The managers appointed to conduct the conference on the 
part of the House, on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
on the amendments to the bill entided “An act making appro- 
pria‘ions for the civi and diplomatic expenses of Government 
for the year 1842, have met the managers appointed on the 
part of the Senate, and, after full end free conference on said 
disagreeing votes. have agreed to recommend. and do recom- 
mend: Thatthe House recede from the 2d, 34, 5th, 7th, and 8th 
amendments to the 9th amendment of the Senate, and adhere 
to the Gi amendment to said 9th amendment, amended to 
read as follows: “A sum exceeding four thousand dollars per 
year for any such district clerk; or a sum exceeding two 
thousand five hundred dollars per year for any such circuit 
clerk, or at and after that rate,?? &c. That the House adhere to 
its 4th amendment to said 9th amendmentof the Senate. That 
the proviso adopted by the House, in lieu of the 8th amend- 
ment to said 9ih amendment, be retained to come in after the 
word “office” in third line, 9th page of amendment, and to read 
as follows: “Aandno perdiem,” &c, And that the House agree 
to said 9th amendment of the Senate as thus amended. 


That the House recede from their disagreement to the 4th 
amendment of the Senate, and agree to the same as amended, as 
follows: Strike out “one hundred,” and insert “seventy-five.” 

That the House recede from its disagreement to the filteenth 
amendment of the Senate. g 

That the House recede from its disagreement to the sixteenth 
amendment of the Senate, and agrec to the same, amended to 
read as follows: 

“Por payment of suchamount as shall be found due, by the 
select committee appointed in the House on the 13th day of 
May, 1942, for superintendence, work done, and materials fur- 
nished, incompleting the custom-house at New York, asum not 
exceeding $29,200.” 

That the House recede from its disagreement to the twentieth 
and twenty-firstamendments of the Senate. 

Some conversation then ensued between Messrs. ATHER- 
TON, FILLMORE, and the SPEAKER, with regard to the 


mode in which the question should be taken, with references by . 


Mr. A. and the Speaker to the Manual, The result was, that the 
SPEAKER decided that the question might be taken on agree- 
ing toeach recommendation ofthe committee separately. 

The questions were then severally taken on the eight first 
recommendations of the committee, and agreed to without a 
division. 

The ninth—heing the one respecting the Boston custom-house— 
i, e. receding from the amendment of the House reducing the 
appropriation from $100,000 to $50 G06— 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia called for th 
were ordered; and, on taking the ques 
affirmative—yeas 99, nays 77. 

On the question of receding from the amendment of the 
Jouse with regard to the New York custom-house, with an 
amendment— 

Mr. PROFFIT called for the yeas and nays; which being 
ordered, the question was taken, and resulted in yeas 92, 
nays 73. 

The rem a recommendations of the Committee of Can- 
ference were severally concurred in; and a message was sub- 
sequently received from the Senate, announcing the adoption 
by that body of the report of their Conference Committee. So 
that the billonly requires the signature of the President to be- 
come a law. 

Mr, THOMPSON of Indiana said he was instracied by the 
select committee, appointed according ta a resolution of the 
House, adopted on the 13th instani, to inve: re the accounts 
connec with the completion ani furn g of the New 
York custom-house, to offer a resolution, which he sent to the 

Merk taberead. The resolution gave the coumilice power to 
proceed cused them from attend- 
ANCE o ag the period of their 


yeas and nays, which 
n, it was carried in the 


pend. 


NAVY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Oa motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the Honse resolved itself into 
Committee ef the Whole on the siateof the Union. The un- 
finished business of Friday was the bill making appropriations 


i 
4 


for the navy for the yer 1542. Fhe pending motion was 
made by Mr. Meriwerner of Georgia, to strike out in the. 
item $3,195,432, and inseby $2,635,000. <>. eee : 

Mr. J. T. MASON: was\erititled to ‘the floor... He said he 
should have preferred that {different motion from-that now un. ` 
der. consideration had been made. He himself wished a partial . 
and temporary appropriation, tosupply the pressing ‘demands 
of theservicé until the House could obtain suflicient information 
to enable it toact understandingly upon the moré.ampordnt: 
items in the bill. He wished this for two reasons : first, because 
of the exhausted condition of our Treasury ; and, secondly, te- 
cause the appropriations now asked for by the Navy Depart 
ment exceeded by. near $3,000.000 the amount which waa called 
profligate and: extravagant during the administration of- Mi. 
Van Buren. Before Congress app opriated a large amount 
toward the navy, he wished to know where it.was io:comae 
frotn, what were the resources upon which ‘we had to..depend, 
and what was to become of the land bill.. He was aware: that 
many promotions had been made inthe service ș still, he. was 
not yet satiefied that there was reason for such a large appro- 
priation as was asked for. There were many items in the bill 
to which he objected—those for courts martial, which had be- 
come so common in the country, and which were the subject of 
30 rauch abuse. He alluded particularly to the court-martial 
recently held in Baltimore—a court-martial which had been sit- 
ting for three months, when it should have discharged its duties 
in as many weeks, He shouldcall the attention of the House, 
at the proper time, to the extravagance attending it. 

Mr. M. then read the amendment which he proposed to of- 
fer to the bill. Its effect was tostrike out a!l after the-enact- 
ing clause, and introduce a section appropriating $1,000,000 
to meet the actua) and pressing demands of the Navy Depart- 
ment—the sum of $1,600,000 to be considered as a part of the an- 
nual appropriation hereafter to be made. 7 

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Currorp of Maine) decided the 
amendment to be out of order at this time. i 

Mr. MASON then said he hoped to’sce it adopted when a: 
occasion offered for introducing it again, r 

Mr. HABERSHAM next addressed thé committee. He said 
that some doubt had existed in relation to the necessity ef an 
appropriation for the home squadron, from the fact that there 
waa, ov the Ist of Jast January, an unexpended appropriation 
in the Treasury of more than $700,000, Te had written to the 
Secretary of the Navy for information, and karned from him 
that the appropriation sow asked for was needed for the squad. 
ron. Mr. H. proceeded to illustrate thé advantages of the navy, 
and its freedom from sectional objection. He then’ spoke of 
the importance of the home squadron, especially to the inter 
esis of the South, He said that from Charleston, along the 
coast for 250 miles, there was but one fort, and that so situ- 
ated as to afford inadeqnate protection from the ingress of 
an enemy. It was all-important to that whole section of 
country, since it Jacked stationary, forts, that i should have 
moving defences, When it was recollected: that New: York 
was studded with bateries, while the South had but. one 
fort in 250 miles, it must be admitted (hat the home 
squadron was important to that s¢otion of the Union. 
He begged gentlenien to consider the nationality that existed 
upon our 74’s, which were officered and manned by men from 
every State in the Union. A member of Congress somine 
from whatsoever State he might, and visiung a 74, woul 
find among her lieutenantsand midshipmen, marincsand sailors, 
always some who came from their own State. Could the 
House, he asked, refuse an appropriation to such an important 
and usefnl branch of our naval service as the howe squadron? 

Mr. REYNOLDS of Illingis agreed with the gentleman 
from Georgia, [Mr. Hazsrouam,] and thought it self-evident 
that the navy did not belong more to one section of the Union 
than to another, He, himself, coming: from the far West as be 
did, rejoiced to hear of its success, and took as much interest in 
it as did that gentleman. He, however, thought that the.gentle- 
man had fallen into an error in relation to the defences ‘which 
he: said we needed. Defences against whom? (asked Mr. R.) 
Against the English? Certainly not: there was no danger from 
that quarter. Against pirates? By no means: a few gunboats 
would protect the country fromthem. Headmitted, if we were 
in the midst of war, a forsign as well as a homo. squadron 
would be needed. At present, however, he could see no neces: 
sity for a home squadron, unless for those who were afraid to 
sleep without locking their doors at night. ; i 

Mr. R. preceeded to comment upon the manner in which. 
appointinents were mace in the navy, ead the inequality of 
representation between the Stat lie thought they should be 
given, as at West Point, to the tates cording to their popula» 
tion, He objected to th tem of e vg children as apprene 
tices, and putting them 1n ation where they would always 
remain poo tioned b , and notallawed to rise 
by merit; € yment of privileges ap. 
pertaining to the rest of Americ tizens, De commented 
upon the Navy Board, and said there were charges against it 
which required explanation. A few instances of their extrava- 
cance and mismaragement he woud state. The schooner 
Pilot, of 113 tons barden, was built in 1836, ata cost of $31,000, 
and in 1838 sold for $3,000, Was this proper management on 
the part of the Navy Board? "he case of the schooner Active 
was equally bad. The Grampus, t00, Was built in 1821, of 214 
tons, ata cost of $23.000. Nise years afterwards, it was re. 
paired, at a eost of $97,100. Was this the economy of the Navy 
Board? Mr R. said it was somewhat remarkable, (and; though 
it was, he did not mean to impute dame to the Speaker,) that 
nota single menber of the Committee on Naval Affairs camo 
froin the west of the Alleghany mountains, That committee 
was composed of oard men altogether. They might think 
all these appropriations for the navy Tight. : Ño, too, with ie 
New York cusiom-hovses when extravagance was charged, the 
f args from New York thought.it all right and when. Vir 
was remarked upon fer having an undue proportion of 
imentsin the navy, the genteman from Virginia thought 
h n 
SATH Eof Virginia asked if the gentleman alluded to 
tar. R. assented.| My. 3. said he did not exactly under: 
st che application of the remarks, But when Virginia was 
concemed, with him, awas richt. Ag to the proceedings In 
relation to the New York custom house, he opposed them. 
Whil- he wasup, he would s thas he h advocated the ap- 
propriations for the navy, because he considered it as Wi Vight 
arm of defences and not because of any snare which irginia 
was to have in the appropriation. 'T be gentleman from Hlinois, 
[Mr. REYNOLDS Jhe apprehended, was treading upon corns, se 
he would look to his chronology, he would find that ihe abuses 
complained ef occurred ata tickish time. He Gir. S.) thought 


Mr. 
him? 


ra 


Avwould have been better had the Grampus been sold for 42,000, 
than repaired ata large cost. It was better policy to. sell our 

“vessels When out of order, than. to put. costly repairs upon 

em, wets 
shame disposition haying been manifested that the committee 
tise d 

P eEYNOLDS said he was willing to cease, although he 

‘could show the gentleman from Virginia that he bad no corns 

about hisfeet. - - : f 

-= The committee then tose and reported progress, foe, 

ou Mr, CARUTHERS offered the following resolution, which 
was adopted: i Ero 

i: Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury reportto this 
: House the numberof custom-houses and- ports of entry in the 
United States, at which the expenses exceed the amount of re- 
yr venue recelyed—showiue.in each: case the amount of expenses 
; and réceipts annually; since January Ist, 1§37;-the names and 

“numberof persons employed at each place, with the compen- 
«gation: of each; together with his opinion of the effect upon the 
srevenues of discontinuing such custom-houses; ‘and in such 
¿cases that cannot in his opinion be safely done, what reduction 
in the -expenses of keeping them up can be made without detri- 

“: ment to the ‘public revenue. =~ > 


` “The House then adjourned. 


_ IN SEMATE; 
; Tosspay, May 17, i842, 
~. Me. TALLMADGE presented:a petition, numerously signed 
by citizens of the State of New York, praying the passage of a 
Jaw authorizing the Postmaster General to contract with the 
~ several railroad companies throughout the country for the 
` transmission of the mails. The petition was referred to the 
. Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
Mr. BENTON presented a petition frum citizens of the town 
;, of Weston, Platte county, Missouri, praying for the establish- 
“ment ofa land office. The petition was laid on the table. IIe 
also presented a petition of a number of citizens of the State of 
` Missouri, praying Congress to pass a Jaw extending the right of 
“pre-emption to fractional subdivisions of land. The petition 
Was referred to the Committea on the Public Lands. 
R REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
.. By, Me. SEVIER, from the Committee on Pensions: Ad- 
verso reports on House pills fer the reliefof Sam. Collins; grant- 
: inga pension to. Grace Bears; and for the relief of Sarah Wood- 
ward, ; 
: -By Mr: HUNTINGTON, from the Committee on Commerce: 
` A bil} for the relief of Joshua Atwood, The commitiee would 
_ Hot recommend its passage or rejection; but content itseif with 
Observing that, if the bill was to go by precedent, there were 
many of them. : 
_ By Mr. McROBERTS, from the Committee on the Post Office 
„and Post Roads: A bill for the relief of Joseph F, Caldwell, with 
an amendinent, 

By Mr. GRAITAM, from the Committee on Pensions: House 
bills for the relief of Henry Wells, and for the relief of Thomas 
Collins, without amendment. 

. By Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the Judiciary : 
An. act to extend the provisions of an act entitled “An act'to 
regulate processes in the courts of the United States,” passed 9th 


BY; 1OIS: : 
_. By. Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on the Post Office 
and Bost Roads: An adverse report on the petition of Moses 
ean. S 
By Mr. HENDERSON, from the Committee oa Private Land 
Claiins: A bill for the relief of Wiliam Wynn. i? 
: AFFAIRS OF RHODE ISLAND, ? y 
Mr. ALLEN moved to take up the resolution which/he had 
heretofore offered, in relation to Rhode Island, and Which had 
been laid on the table several days ago. j 
Mr, HUNTINGTON observed that this resolution had been 
already laid on the table by a very decided majurity øf the Sen. 
ate, where it was desired it should remain. It was Wuite unex. 
pected, after it had lain on the table so many days, that a mo- 
tion should now be made to take it up. He hoped the motion 
. Would not prevail. He called for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, 
: „The question was then taken by yeas and nays, and resulted 
in the negative, as follows : 
YEAS~-Messrs, Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Fulton, King, 
| Linn, : McRoberts, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, 
Tappan, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, and Wright—15, 
NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Calhoun, Choate, Clayton, Conrad, Crafis, Crittenden, Evans, 
Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, 
Morehead, Simmons, Smith” of Indiana, Tallmadge,” and 
Woodbridge—23, 


Mr, ALLEN said he proposed, before he sat down, to submit 
two other resolutions; and, in doing so, he would offer to the 
Benate some reasons upon which those resolutions were found- 
ed. He believed this had been the habitual practice in the Sen- 
ate; and he hoped that, in this case, he would not be pre- 
vented from following the same practice, Ile would read, 
in the hearing of the Senate, the resolutions which he proposed 
to offer, in order that the Senate might judge of their propriety. 
He found upon the files of the Senate a document containing a 
series of resolutions, passed by the Legislature of the State of 
Rhode Island, by which the Governor of that State was re- 
quested to inform the Pregident of the United States, and the 
two Houses of Congress, that a new system of government had 
been adopted in that State, and was now in full operation, 
It had, therefore, been brought officially to the notice of the 
Senate that the people of Rhode Island had adopted. a constitu- 
tional form of government, and that that Government is now jn 
full operation. This communication left the Senate no alter- 
` native: they could not close their eyes tothe fact that there 
« Were, at this time, two Governments in actual existence within 
that State—one of which must be right, and the other wrong. 
In this state of affairs, the President of the United States had 
assumed to himself the power and authority of deciding this 


This being the 
a question of propriety and of 
take into consideration—when 


- legislate in the British Parliament. 
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tution of the country, to remain quiet spectators of a civil war, 
in which the ‘powers of the Federal Government were to be 
brought to bear against: the constitution which the people had 
formed for themselves, ‘and. in support of that charter which 
had been rendered null ang void by the American Revolution, 
and under which, since the period of the Revolution, that rtate 
had no right to exercise the functions of an integral portion of 
this Union, of a.sovereign State, or to send Sendtors or Repre- 
sentatives to- this Congress, They bad no more right totake 
part in the legislation of this Union, than they had. to sit and 

Sir, said Mt. A.; the ques: 
tion is one of seriousimport. More—intinitely rmore~import- 
ant is it than any question of a bank, a tariff, or any question 
of national policy which can arise under our form. of govern- 
ment. It jsa question upon which rests. the whole system of 
the civil Government of this country, and of the civil liberties 
of its people. The. President.of the United States has under- 
taken-to decide the question for the American people—and that, 
too, against. the people themselves. . Well, sir, I Said; and I re- 
peat it, and it is with no unkind feelings towards any one—for 
reasons for such feeling I have none, but for the contrary feeling T 
have many—butto illustrate the bearing of a great truth—a truth 
which-has shaken the globe itself, and which I hope will con- 
tinue to govern the world as long as it Continues its revolutions 
upon its axis, I say again, there was no constitutional form of 
government in Rhode Island by whichthat community could 
be considered to be properly a member of this Union, unti) the 
constitutional form of government was framed and establish- 
ed, and brought into being on the 3d of May, 1842, ; 

Sir, what is the state of this matter? The old thirteen States 
of this Confederacy consisted of what were, prior to 1776, the 
thirteen colonies of Great Britain, of which Rhode Islandand 
Providence Plantations was one, A revolt took place among the 
colonies; that revolt assumed the formand bore the aspect of 
a war; as such, it was prosecuted to its final, its successful, its 
glorious termination. This war was so begun, prosecuted, and 
ended, with the express view on the part ofthe colonists of absol- 
ving themselves, in the language of the Declaration of indepen- 
dence, from all allegiance to the throne of Great Britain. The 
war was successful; American independence was purchased by 
American blood. All political connexion with Great Britain 
ceased to exist, and it was made an essential part of that instru- 
ment by which the States were declared free, that they were to 
be considered also sovereign and independent. “Fo this declara- 
tion the State of Rhode Island stands pledged, because that 
declaration was necessarily submitted to, and confirmed by, the 
Legislature of that State. 

&. Yes, sir, the Legislature of Rhode Island confirmed that dec- 
laration by a solemn resolve, forever absolving themselves 
from all connexion with, or relation ta, British authority. Well, 
sir, after the State liad thus annülled the charter of Charles H 
of Great Britain, by this revolution and this declaration, where 
did they obtain their right to have a Government independent 
of the people in whom, by the new constitution of these United 
States, the sovercignty was vested? The charter did not pro- 
vide for its own amendment or for its own modification; it was 
an emanation from the throne of Great Britain, ana could only 
be modified, changed, or in any way affected, by the throne 
itself, or hy an act of the British Parliament. “And it is the 
most extraordinary political anomaly that has characterized 
this extraordinary age, that, sixty years after the annulling of 
the charter by the Revolution, the President ofthe American 
Republic is called on to give life and vitality to itagain. That 
charter was predicated upon the allegiance of that community 
to the British crown; and itexisted with the restriction that the 


| Jaws, rules, and regulations of the Governor and Company 
| should not contravene the laws and statutes of Great Britain; 


and that one fifth of the precions metals to be found in the soil 
Was the property of the British Government, and to be paid 
into the British treasury. Well, what became of their allegiance 
to the British Government when they lifted the sword of revo- 
lution? It was destroyed; the relation was severed, the charter 
wasdissolved. How was this dissolution effec:ed?—by author- 
ity of the British Crown? No,sir; by the people themselves. 
And can the British charter be restored by American legisla- 
tion? No, sit; because it was founded upon the existence of 
British supremacy. Can the State itselfgive Vitality to the char- 
ter? Tanswer, no; because it would be inconsistent with Ameri- 
can independence. And here let me be permitted to say that, 
inasmuch as it cannot be binding upon the State, it cannot upon 
any part of the State. If the whole cannot revive it, neither cana 
majority, and much less can a minority. It would be impossi- 
ble for the people of Rhode Island, if they were unanimous, to 
a man, to revive it. They are bound to treat itas a dead let- 
ter ; and this obligation binds the Legislature as firmly as it 
binds the people. Ifthe charter still lives, it is because it is in- 
destructible, and must live forever; and if it does not exist, as I 
contend, there results this appalling consequence—that the 
whole Government of the State of Rhode Island, from the Rev- 
olution up to the 3d May, 1842, has been a sheer. a downright, 
a blasphemous usurpation. Yes, sir ; a usurpation: for afier 
the Revolution wasaccomplished, the charter was dead. The 
declaration of American independence took ‘place, and the Rev- 
olution followed ; every thing that was British—every vestige 
of British power and authority perished. Tt was entirely cut off 
from the face of this sontinent, How, then, has this forin of 
Government continued to exist? Tt could only be in this way: 
At the time when the Revolution closed, it is probable that the 
number of those having rights confirmed to them by the char- 
feramounted toa majority of the population, and they were 
willing that the charter should stand, that they might enjoy the 
benefits of freeholders, and be the lords and masters of the in- 
creasing multitudes by whom the State became speedily popu- 
lated. There is one peculiarity, sir, about this state ot things, 
to which an American cannot close his eyes—that it isan exact 
inversion of our political institutions. It leaves it in the power 
of the Legislature to declare who shall have the privilege of 
voting; and cunsequently they may pass a law excluding every 
one but themselves—perpetuating to themselves and their de- 
scen Jants the privilege, andexcluding all others. ‘I he sove- 
teigaty is thus vested in the agent, and not in the priacipal— 
in the Representatives of the people, and not in the people 
themseives, 

Well, siv, under these circumstances, what did the people 
of Rhode Island gain by the Revolution? They thought they 
were struggling to exchange British authority for the 
tights of civil liberty. Yet we see the. great body of 
the people—three-fifths at least of the entire population 
—hbeing disfranchised—left io the remaining two-fifths the 
power of governing, 
have regenerated the Government—have thrown off this usurp: 


But we have seen that the people -~ 


ation, under which they have so long been deprived of their 
rights; and I will here ask, By what authority, under: this 
charter, (if it does exist,) do Senators from that State occupy - 
places upon this floor? Does the charter authorize the State to 
elect Senators to the Congress of the United States? Sir, does 
the charter authorize a convention of the people of Rhode Is. 
land to incorporate that State into the body of the American 
Republic? I presume not, sir. By what authority, then, did 
they act, when they became a constituent part of this Union? 
Was-it under that charter, granted more than a century be- 
fore the Revolution—-was it by virtue of that charter, under 
which the majority of-the inhabitants were disfranchised, that 
that State took refuge. like a tempest-tost vessel, and became 
safely moofedin the harbor of the Republic? Do you bring 
the charter into the Federal Constitution with you? ~ No, sir; 
the people of the State of Rhode Island adopted, in solemn 
convention assembled, the Federal Constitution—the vital, 
elementary principle of civil liberty. It. wasrecognised by all 
parties. Without this, the State could not have become a 
momber of the Union, because the Constitution requires that 
thisshall bedone. This was not the work. of a party; it was ef: 
fected. by the fatliers of the Revolaticn, who laid down the 
fundamental law of civil liberty—men whose veins were 
drained. of their life-blood in procuring that independence, and 
the enjoyment of that civil liberty, for their descendants. What 
didthat convention do? They declared “that there are. certain 
natural righis, of Which men, when they forma social. com- 
pact, cannot deprive or divest their posterity; among which 
are the enjoyment of life and liberty, with the means of ac- 
quiring, possessing, and protecting property. and pursuing 
and obtaining happiness and safety:” “that all power is na- 
turally vested in, and tonsequentiy derived from, the peo- 
ple; that magistrates, therefore, are their trustees and agents, 
and at all times amenab!e to them: that the powers of gov- 
ernment may be reassumed by the people whengoever it 
shall become necessary to their happiness.” 

Never was there a declaration stronger or more comprehen- 
sire than this made by the sovereign people of the State of 
Rhode Island. Well, sir, what have they subsequently done? 
Why, as soon as they got snugly established as a part of the 
Union, the Governor and Company of the Province effected the 
resumption of the sovereignty, because there was not popular 
power enough around them to resist. ‘hey resumed the sover- 
eignty, meting out to the people as much right and as much 
wrong as those sovereign legislators thought proper to mete out. 
Instead of having their own duties prescribed to them, they as- 
sumed the right to prescribe to the people, their lords and mas- 
ters, how much liberty they shouldenjuy. Sir, the President of 
the United States, it seems, is now called upon to sustain this 
charter ofa British monarch. John Tyler is called on to act 
as Charles II, of England would have done, in enforcing this 
charter—by force ofarms. Who ever before heard of an appeal 
to an American Presidentto support British authority? . And 1 
say again, if he has the right to call in the aid of an armed, force 
to sustain that authority, the independence of this country does 
not exist. Such a proceeding might be tolerated in Canada; 
but, in relation to one of the States of this Union, the supposition 
is as ridiculous as it is odious. The President declares that be 
feels himself bound, and thatit is his duty, to employ an armed 
force, if it becomes necessary, in order to enforce obedience to 
this usurpation, which has been for half a century in existence 
in Rhode Island. He will march an armed force of American 
citizens into that State in martial.array, to shoot down the peo- 
ple, in order to sustain that charter, which it was the main ob- 
ject of the Revolution to destroy. Let him try it! let him ty 
it! The President is a man, and but a man, He is an offi. 
cer of the Government, and but an officer. 

The power which constitutes the President rests neither with 
this body nor its friends: it possesses a moral force which is su- 
perior to either. Let the President undertake to march an army 
into Rhode Island, to put down the liberties of the people at 
the point of the bayonet, and he will have done.a deed of which 
his posterity will be ashamed—of which. the nation will be 
ashamed. But though he threatensto do it, and stands officially 
pledged to do it, I tell him, as I have told him face to face, that 
the American people will not permit him to doit. Heieis what 
will test the question (holding up a placard.] This I look upon 
as the first flash of indignation from the enraged brow of an 
angry people; and I warn the President to take notice of the 
lightning’s flash, as being the forerunner of a storm that will 
cover him with deep disgrace. 

Yes, sir, thisis a Government of principle, sustained by the 
sense of the people; and the man who tashly undertakes to put 
down popular Ierty in this country, will meet with signal dis- 
comfiture. In connexion with my honorable colleague, I have 
the honor of representing one of the great and glorious States 
of this Union; and, sir, Í can assure you that I speak the feel- 
ings of the great body of the people, acting only under the 
promptings of a bold and heroic magnanımity, when I say that 
they would be roused—that they would rally as one man in de. 
fence of our glorious liberties, whether invaded by foreign or 
domestic foes, 

Inow offer a resolution, which will test the sense of this body 
upon the vitality of our whole system. Thave introduced into 
it nothing but what has been prompted by a natural impulse 
of patrictism—nothing but will be responded to by the whole 
body of my;countrymen. Had the Senate acted upon thereso- 
lation when it was first offered, the Presi:tent would have re- 
tracted; he would not now have stood pledged; the Govern- 
ment of the people would have gone on; the rights of all would 
have been protected by the votes of all. 

Mr. PRESTON rose to a point of order: He had refrained 
from interrupting the Senator for a long time, though he had, 
from the beginning, transcended not only the rules, but the or- 
dinary license of debate, 4 

Mr. ALLEN would save the Senator from the necessity of 
proceeding any further, by informing him that he had risen to 
his point of order just in the nght time—for he (Mr. ALLEN) 
had not another word to Say, except to submit his resolutions, 
as follows: 


Resolved, That it is the right of the people of Rhode Island 
to establish for themselves a constitutional repubiican form of 
State Government, and in any particular to alter or modify it, 
provided its form be left republican, 


Resolved, That it is not the right ofthe Federal Government 
to interfere in any manner with the people, to prevent or discour- 
age their_so doings but that, on the contrary, itis the duty ofthe 
brite Sree to guaranty. to them, as a State, such re- 
publican form ef Siate Government, when so established, alter. 
ed, or modified, ge iene da 


Mr., SIMMONS observed that. he had a few remarks to 
make in answer. to what. had fallen from the Senator. from- 


Ohio, 

<Mr. PRESTON asked: if the whole thing had not been ir- 
‘ lar; and inquired what was the question before the 
ee aera $ 

The CHAIR explained, that in strictness the question was, 
whéther-the Senator from Rhode island should proceed. The 
Senator from Ohio having gone beyond ‘the ‘mere explanation 
allowed onthe introduction of a resolution, without having 
been called to order, the Senate could, by general consent, per- 
Mit the Senator from Rhode Island to proceed. 

Mr. KING observed thatin all ordinary cases, great latitude 
of debate was allowed, byt there were casesin which great fri- 
convenience might arise. When he had votedto take up the 
resolution; it was under an expectation that the Senator from 
Ohio would have modified it; and had it been taken up, the 
resolutions now offered, and the remarks accompanying them, 
would not have been offered, But all this having occur- 
red, jtseemed now as ifdiscussion could not be restrained. It 
‘was obvious thatsuch discussion could hardly be kept from ex- 
citement. He would, however, suggest to the Senate the obvi- 
ous propriety of approaching this subject with calmness and 
moderation. 

. Mr. CALHOUN observed that his vote against taking up the 
Original resolution showed that he had no desire to see the sub- 
ject agitated in the Senate, as long ag it was possible the affairs 
of Rhode Island would be settled by the people themselves ; but 
it was impossible now to prevent discussion. . He hoped it 
would be permitted to 20 on; and that the resolution would be 
aliowed to be presented, and that a day would be appointed 
for taking it up fordebate, He made a motion to that effect, 

` Mr. PRESTON concurred with the Senator from South Car- 
olina, (Mr. CALHOUN, } that the time was come for discussion. 
He thought the time had come when it was necessary to lay 
down the principles on which the action of this Government is 
to be conducted in its relations with the States. He therefore 
seconded the motion of the Senator from South Carolina to 
have the resolution printed, and a day. appointed for its discus- 


sion. 

Mr. TALLMADGE had listened to the Senator from Ohio 
for some time with surprise—the Senate having refused to take 
up the original resolution. The discussion had been forced 
upon the Senate quite irregularly. But,as it was permitted 
to goso far, he would move that the Senator from Rhode Island 
be permitted to gu on; and then, if no one else offered such a 
motion, he would move to Jay the resolution on the table. 

Mr. ALLEN explained, that when he had experienced a de- 
termination on the part of the majority of the Senate to sup- 

ress the expression of opinion on the part of the minority, he 
dtaken advantage of & rule of the Senate which justified him 
in pursuing the course he did. If gentlemen were forced into 
discussion, it was the consequence of an arbitrary attempt to 
suppress a free expression of opinion, dictated by a sense of 
public duty. Se 

Here a general disposition was manifested to allow Mr. Sım- 
mons to proceed; and the point of order being withdrawn— 
_ Mr. SIMMONS made his acknowledgments to Senators who 
had interposed to obtain him a hearing in reply to the Senator 
from Ohio. The remarks of that Senator had not excited in 
him‘any other feelings than those of surprise. The Senator 
had proceeded on the assumption that all constitutional law 
and rule of government should be in writing. Whence did he 
derive this notion? Not from the country of our origin. With 
respect fo the constitution of Rhode Island, which the Senator 
from Ohio characterized as dead, and all action under it as 
blasphemous usurpation, he (Mr. 8.) would say that it is—no 
matter what it may or may not be—the constitution of Rhode 
Island; and it was not competent for any other State to dictate 
to that State what its constitution should be. He denied that 
the charter of its government was such as it had been described 
by its opponents. The charter fully recognises the form of 
altering it. The Legislature has frequently acted upon that form, 
and called conventions. It did so when it called the convention 
which ratified the Federal Constitution. ‘The people of Rhode 
Island knew what they were about when they adapted that Con- 
stitution. Where else were the elements of civil and religious 
liberty to be found, which hadalwaysactuated Rhode Island, but 
in that charter—the first ever obtained in these colonies? It 
was these cherished principles of liberty which bound it to the 
hearts of those who now wished to cherish it. It is contended 
that the Legislature is supported by a minority of the people. 
This he denied. He maintained there was always a majoriiy 
entitled to franchise, as large as in any other Stare. Some 
regulation was necessary with regard to qualifications of suf- 
frage. 

The people of Rhode Island, through their Legislature, had 
fixed their own rules, and no other State or power had any right 
tointerfere. In those rules, the State of Rhode. Island asked 
for some particular evidence of the attachment of a citizen to 
their State, and to the district of his residence, before it granted 
the franchise. Woes not. every other State, in some form or 
other, require the same? They say that, in order to give evi- 
dence of this attachment, the citizen must purchase a home to 
the amount of one hundred and thirty-four dollars. The very 
first act of his own life was to vest the savings of his minority 
jn the purchase of property to entitle him to this right. Itwas 
property which he prized above all others, and which would 
be the last he should ever part with. This pride gave a pecu- 
liar bome-feeling and attachment to the people of Rhode Island. 
But such is the regard which the Legislature has for popular 
rights, that whenever a number of the people constituting a 
majority have proposed a change; it has been accorded. On 
the application of those men who,a year ago, asked the Legisla- 
ture for an extension of rights, the Legislature calied a conven: 
tion, at which they had their request accorded. But, instead 
of patiently waiting till the cNange was consummated, these 
men got together and attempted to revolutionize" thé Govern- 
ment; they presented to everybody and anybody their new 
constitution, without the slightest guard against fraud. It is 
now the boast of some who signed that constitution, that they 
did ao sixteen or eighteen times. Notwithstanding all this, the 
convention authorized by the Legislature went on and extended 
the right of suffrage as far as hail been required; but the oppo- 
site party voted it down with as much energy as if it was to 
deprive them of suffrage, insteail of to increase it, All that the 
Government of Rhode Island requires is, that, whatever change 
may be desired by.a large portion of the people, may be ef 
fected by law, and according to Jaw. 

When the Senator from Ohio was reading the declaration of 
the people of Rhode Island with regard to the sovereign rights 


its rights from a written constitution or net, he (Mr. $.) denied 
the right of this Government to dictate to that State what form 
of government it shall have. He regretted that any disposition 
should exist to goad on, by handbills, or letters, or other means, 
any portion of the peopie of Rhode Island to butcher their fel- 


low-citizens. He said of such men, when he heard of these 
handbills and letters, that they had no children—no hearts. 
He had been unexpectedly called up on the present occasion, 
and was not prepared to do justice to the subject. He enume- 
rated. many cf the most distinguished patriots of Rhode Island, 
who had been first and foremost in the struggle for independ- 
ence; and asked, had not its Government been first and fore- 
most on every occasion in evincing a determination to maintain 
public liberty? He characterized as a new-fangled doctrine that 
which asserted that the charter of Government on which Rhode 
Island had prospered for two hundred years, had been for fifty 
years a dead letter, and that ali action on it had been blasphe- 
mous and damnable usurpation. He maintained that the pria 

ciples of that charter could not be improved upon. It was the 
pride of a little territory, not more than thirty miles square, 
that the principles of ifs charter for civil and religious liberty 
had become the principles of liberty throughout the civilized 
world. He would conclude by saying that, if the Senator who 
now decries this charter understood it properly, he would cher- 
ish it to his bosom as a treasure beyond price, and value it as 
the apple of his eye. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN asked the Senator from Ohio whether 
he understood him to say that he had told the President of the 
United States that he dared nat employ the troops of tbe United 
States to put down insurrection against the Government of 
Rhode Island? =~ 

Mr. ALLEN explained, that what he did say was, that he had 
told the President of the United States, face to face, that ifhe 
attempted to employ the army of the United States in prevent- 
ing, by bloodshed, the mass of the citizens of Rhode Island from 
establishing a republican constitution and government, he 
would be attempting that which the American people never 
would permit him to effect, 


Mr. CRITTENDEN observed, that however he might feel 
bound to take the Senator’s own explanation of what he did 
say, he and the Senators around him had understood the Sena- 
tor as having stated that he told the President of the United 
States that he dared not employ the army of the United S:ates 
to support the Government of Rhode Island against insurrec- 
tion. 

Mr. ALLEN observed that he had already herein stated, in 
substance, what he had told the President of the United States. 
If the Senator from Kentucky wanted further information on 
that point, he could make inquiry of the President himself. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN did not choose to ask the President; he 
asked the Senator himself; and since it had come to that, he 
would say that the Senator had asserted that he told the Pres- 
ident of the United States, face to face, that he dared not, on this 
occasion, actually employ the army of the United States. 

Mr. SIMMONS asked leave to make a few remarks ona 
point which did not occur to him when he was addressing the 
Senate before. He then proceeded, and made some further 
observations, illustrating that the principles of civil and re- 
ligious liberty, gnarantied in the charter of Rhode Island, were 
such as pre-eminently entitled that State to admission into the 
Confederation. 

Messrs. PRESTON and CRITTENDEN, from their seats, 
expressed a strong wish that the subject might be passed over 
informally, to be taken up to-morrow morning. 

This proposition was agreed to, and the resolutions were or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. LINN moved togo on with the unfinished business, 

Mr. BERRIEN thought the unfinished business was the dill 
toprovice for further remedial justice in the district courts of 
the United Siates, 

The CHAIR decided that the unfinished business of the gen- 
era} orders should be called 

The bill to provide for the repayment to General Andrew 
Jackson of the fine of $1,000, which had been imposed on him 
by Judge [fail at New Orleans, was taken up, as in committee 
ofthe whole, for further consideration; Mr. Coxrap being en- 
tilled to the floor. 

Mr. CONRAD remarked, that he 
sition, to proceed as he had intende: 
some information which he had collected on this subject; but 
asthe hour was late, if the Senate ud proceed to execu- 
tive session now, and take up the bill to-morrow morning, he 
thought he would by that time be able to proceed. 

Mr. LINN would make no objection, oa the understanding 
that the bill would be entitled to precedence to-morrow mori 
ing, as the unfinished business, . 

Mr. CONRAD then moved to go into executive session; 
which was agreed to. 

And the Senate went iuto executive session, and, after consid- 
erable time spent therein, adjourned. 


potable, from indispo- 
with a development of 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. > 
Tuespay, May 17, 1842. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Maryland presented the petition of two 
huadred and fifty citizens, in the neighborhood of Franklin, in 
Balimore county, Ma., that the tarif may be so adjusted as to 
discriminate in favor of all articles which are made or grown 
in the United States, by Jaying such duties on said articles as 
wili afford ample protection to American Jabor. 

Mr. PLUMER presented the petition of John Dickson, and 


others, who assisted in the capture of the British vessels Detroit. 


` power. i med on 
. the stump, and go against these extravagant appropriations; 


and Caledonia, id the year-1812, praying for rel 
the Committee of Claims. i EES 7 Poa 
Also, petition of Sarah Harford, for remuneration tor losses 
puring ast war: referred to the Committee of Claims. ©. 
Also, a petition, numerously signed. by citizens of Pennsylva- 
via, fer a protective tanff: referred to the Committee on“ 
factures. . x ET Ya aey 
Mr. DODGE of Wisconsin presented a petition from thein- 
habitants of Southport, in said Territory, for a grant of: 70,000 
acres of land for the purpose of aiding in the-creation o Tie 
bor at thatplace. : : ? 
Also, a petition from said inhabitants for an appropriation for 
a Jight-house at Southport. i ge Mar 
Mr. WASHINGTON, from the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims, presented seme papers, the purport of which was not 
heard; they were ordered to be laid on the table, and tobe 
printed. BY 
i Mr. W.O. JOHNSON rose, and said he desired to presenta 
resolution for the consideration of the Hotse, which he wished 
to be read, in relation to the day of adjournment.” He pró- 
posed to fix Wednesday, the 15th of June, for the adjournment; 
and he was convinced that, unless some day was set apart, they 
would progress very slowly with the public business. His 
object was to facilitate the business of the House. | i 
Mr. EVERETT interposed, and inquired if this resolution 
was in order. . oe - 
The SPEAKER was understood to say that a motion to ad- 
journ to a specified time was a) ways in order, but net to adjourn 
sine diz. ; : 
Mr. W. C. JOHNSON said the Constitution fixed the day. for 
the meeting of Congress, and, therefore, it was unnecessary tò. 
state it in the resolution. owes R 
Mr. FILLMORE and several others objected to.the reception 
of the resolution. E 
Mr. WM. C. JOHNSON moved a suspension of the rules, 
for the reception of the resolution; and he suggested that, “if. all 
the public business should not be done by the day of adjourn- 
ment, they could meet again in October or November, as might 
be agreed upon. es 
On the motion to suspend, the ayes and noes were taken, as 
follows: Aycs 66, noes 94. 
The rules were not, therefore, suspended, 7 3 
Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL submitted the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of the House cause to be printed 
the sketch of a bill prepared by the Committee of Ways and 
Means, to provide for, classify, and compensate the clerks and 
other persons employed in the departments, bureaus, and offices 
at the seat of Government, and for other purposes, previous to 
its boing reported to the House. 


The resolution was agreed to. ` F 
Mr. WISE obtained permission to report from the Committee 
on Naval Affairs the Senate bil) for the retief of Isaac Hull, 
without amendment; which was referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered to be 
tinted. : 
p Mr. CRAVENS offered the following resolution: 


Resolved, the Senate agreeing thereto, That this House 
will adjourn sine die, at the earliest possible eriod after a 
sufficient revenue law shall have been passed. (Laughter.) 


Mr, FILLMORE, before any action was had on this Yesolu- 
tion, moved that the House resolve itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union; which was agreed to. 


The House then resolved itself- into Committee of the Whole 
(Mr. Cuirrorp in the chair) upon the navy appropriation bill; 
the motion pending being that made by Mc. MERIWETHER to 
strike out $3,195,432, and insert $2,335,000. f 

Mr. REYNOLDS (who had the floor when the commltee 
rose on yesterday) addressed the House. In advocating {hi 
motion, he did not do so because he was against the navy; 
there was no one who was proudér than himself of the achie 
ments and the glory it had acquired. Whilst he opposed ‘th 
increase of appropriations made in its behalf—whilst he should 
resist (he extravagance which was practised in regard toit, he 
still thought that no one could dwell too loudly upon its honor 
and renown. The early history ofthe country would show that 
it had always been victorious. In the late war It had. been 
particularly so, as the achievements of the frigate Con. 
stitution, and the signal victory upon lake Brie, in which 
Perry encountered and defeated the enemies of his coun- 
wy. “abundandy proved, He (Mr. R) was aware of the 
feeling towards the navy that existed in this country. 
IIe well knew that its popularity was such as to over- 
whelm all who dared tosay anything about reforming the 
which were practiced in its vice, Tis friend from 


Mi an [Mr Crary] had undertaken the same crusade 
a tits abuses tbat he had, but was encountered and pros- 
trated by an eloquent genveman from New York, then a mem- 


ber of this House; and he (Mr R.) feared lest he should be 
beaten ofin the same manner. Yesterday, when he undertook 
to remonsirate against the extravagance of the appropriations 
asked for by the Navy Department, he was accused of having 
corns on his feet. When he called to mind the scene which 
took place when the gentieman from New York [Mr. Hoffman} 
prostraied his friend trom Michigan, [Mr. Crary.] whese dis. 
trict was adjacent to his own, he c vfessed himself afraid of the 
result, and almost terrified from making the effort he did. But 
he only wished to retrench enormous expenditures and re- 
form abuses. Ho well remembered how his friend from Indi- 
ana [Mr. Prorrir] had deciaimed against the abuses of Mx, 
Van Buren’s Administration, [fe was at Vincennes, when that 


| geneman spoke against the expenditures of the Government 


and condemned them as being too large. 
i Mr. PROFSIT asked leave to explain, He had never been 
opposed to appropriations for the navy, but had always on 
posed abuses wherever they existed.. He thought we could 
not spend too much upon our navy; and, did he have ine power, 
he would put the appropriation in this pill $2,000,000 higher 
an it was at present. "3 
eT REYNOLDS said all he asked was, that the approp! ja- 
tion should be what it was Jast year. He was against m a 
crease of ihe expenditures for the navy, and thought it at 
be carried on in a proper Way. The Administration © ne 
Van Buren had been charged with extravagance, and wi 
spending too much of the people’s money; yet, the moment the 
Whigs got into power, they appropriated stl} larger sums. 
He (Mr R.) wished gentiemen to adhere to the professions 
which they made previous to the coming of the Whigs into 
e. Let them stand to the principles they proclaimed on 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


for the country was not, at this time, ina proper situation for 
anincrease.. -: PBS 
Mr. R. said he well knew the influence which the opinions 
of the people had upon their Representatives.” Although it 
had been once said that a “Representative should not be para- 
lyzed by the wl of bis constituenis,? stiil he thought they 
ould be; and he'himself was paralyzed by the will of his con- 
stituents. He-was willing to advocate measures which wouid 
benefit their imeresis—the improvement of the rivers, and the 
construciion of the national road. He was hot surprised that 
entiemen. from the seacoast, who came from the vortex of 
the operation of these appropriations in behalf of the navy, 
should be in their favor.: The Navy Committee, too, was com- 
. posed of members from the seaboard altogether. Was it, then, 
surprising that these gentlemen advocated large appropriations, 
when the money was showered around their houses, their plan- 
tations, and their. navy yards, -near theirhomés? He did not 
know. much about Gosport. The gentleman from Virginia, 
however, tame from. that neighberhood. He was net sur- 
prised to. see bim go for an increase of the appropriation. The 
course of the gentleman from Indiana (Mr. -Prorerr] was 
somewhat astonishing.’ $ 
~ Mr, Rireiterated his willingness to vote for the usual appro- 
priations toward the naval service, but denied that any rcason 
existed for their increase. He did not even see a speck of 
war; and as for England, he believed she would yield the 
right-of. search. The American people would not suffer an 
officer with British epaulettes to board their vessels. They 
vwould never submit to the right of search; and in this opinion 
they weré unanimous from one end of the costinent to the 
other. The English were aware of the unanimity of sentiment 
among them, and would not resorto war. Ife (Mr. R.) be- 
lieved that the rights for which the Americans contended would 
beestablished without blood. From what quarter, then, was 
war to come? lic saw none, but from the pirates ; and one or 
two Vessels would protect the country in that particular. It 
was said the other day—and he thought with very great reason 
and justice—that we should see bow the revenue was to be raised 
to. meet these appropriations before we madethem. The farm- 
ers of the country he took to be men of great good sense ; and 
when one of them-proposed to build a house, his first inquiry 
was, Where were the means to pay for it? Was not this com- 
mon sense. with the farmers? 
‘And he thought that what was common sense in a farmer of 
‘Indiana, ought to be'common sense in Congress. It seemed to 
him that the Northern members voted. for all sorts of appro- 
priations; and he supposed it must bé because they thought 
largo expenditures would create anecessity for a tariff, to afford 
protection to manufactures. We could notsee why the appro. 
priations for the navy should be increased in the present condi- 
tion of the treasury. Mv. R, here read from the report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, toshow that there was an increase 
of two anda half millions over former appropriations. Though 
he respected the officers connected with the White House, he 
could not sanction such appropriations as were recommended 
by the Secretary of the Navy, ‘Ile said there was a propensity 
in men to advance the importance of their own department of 
| business; and he cited the instance of a city which had to be 
defended. Each individual recommended that system which 
would most patronize his own occupation. So with the Secre- 
‘tary: that officer recommended that the country should be de- 
‘fended by measures emanating from his own department. 
Nevertheless, Mr. R. said he was astonished that those who held 
tho purse-strings of the nation should advocate these large ap- 
propriations, MWe wondered that the honorable chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means (Mr. Fintmore] should 
have introduced a bill with these large items. It would be 
geen thatthe appropriations asked for by the War and Navy 
Departments together, amounted to neer $20.000,000, He 
asked gentlemen in power if they seriously thought it right to 
appropriate $20,000,000 to these two departments, when less 
than that sum had been regarded as sufficient for the whole 
Government? 


Mr. R. adverted tothe number of officers who were waiting 
orders, and subsisting at the expense of the General Govern: 
ment, If it was necessary for officers to be on shore waiting 
orders, and at the same time attending to their own private 
business, he thought they should be compelled to do so at their 
own expense. Members of Congress, when the session was 
over and they went home, were not supported out of the public 
Treasury; and he thought the same rule should apply to navy 
officers when they were not in service. Mr. R. read from 
documents to show that $295,000 a year was expended upen 
men who were “waiting orders.” Was it right to expend so 
mach money upon men who were rendering no service to their 
country? The Navy Board, too, he thought, should be abolish- 
od, and the duties now assigned to it performed by officers de- 
tailed from the service, asis donein the War Department, In 
that department, whenever it was necessary to contract any 
public work, it was the practice to detaila certain number of 
Officers, who were competent, by education and ex perience, to 
superintend its construction. He believed the duty had been 
generally performed with satisfaction to the department. 

Mr. R. said he wished to offer an amendment, the object of 
which was to abolish the Navy Boord, and repealthe act estab 
Hshing the home squadron. He believed no necessity existed 
for the home squadron; though itmight be retained here, yet, 
if it was secessary, the Secretary would order it away, Mr, 
R. thea sent the following amendment to the Chair: 


Sec. Be it further enacted, That an act making anpro- 
priauion for the pay, subsistence, &c., for a home squad- 
ron, passed on the Ist August, 1841, and an act passed the 7th 
February, 1815, establishing a Board of Navy Commissioners, 
be, and both the said acts, are hereby repealed, The duties here- 
tofore performed by the Board of Navy Commissioners shal! 
hereafter be performed by the oficera of the Navy Depart- 
ment, under the direction of the President of the United Staies. 

The CHAIR said the amendment was not in order at. tbis 
time. 

Mr, REYNOLDS, 
the Chair has ruled my amendment cut of or 
for hia promptness. Afer expressing his intention of again 
offering this amendment at the proper time, and his bel h 
a majority of the committee would concur with him in his mo- 
„tion to abolish the home squadron, air. R. took his seat. 

no Mr. MALDORY desired to address a few remsiks to the 
tee; in.the course of which, he should allude to the posi- 
f his friend from Ilinois, [Mr. Ruynoips.] Ie should not 
the navy. dt did not need his defence. Notwithstanding 
ious attacks which had been so often made upon it, no 


Į expected that. {Laughter.] Though 
fer, I thank him 


man had the hardihood to.oppose it openly. Indeed, it was cu- 
grafted upon the hearts of the whole American people. Jt bad 
fought its way to their confidence and affection. Its friends 
did not:fear open attacks upon it. It could only be injured by 
insidious blows, and political combinations, for party pur- 
OSes. ; ‘ ae 
p The State of Virginia (continued Mr. M.) had figured largely 
in this debate. It seemed, from the remarks of some gentle- 
men, that all the officers of the navy had been taken ‘rom the 
State of Virginia, He wasaware that bis good old mother atthis 
time wás not in very gaod odor with some gentlemen upon that 
floor... But he would inquire how it happened that so many 
officers appeared to be from Virginia. It was a fact that near- 
ly one-third of the population of many ofthe Western States had 
come from Virginia; and many of the officers, thbugh charged 
to Virginia, resided jn other States. Many of the midshipmen, 
too, who had been appointed at large, were charged toher. Uf 
Virginia wasjustly chargeable with all the officers who were na- 
tives of her soil, she might also be chargeable with many ofthe 
Representatives on this floor, and on the floor of ihe Senate. 
The Senator from Kentucky was a native of Virginia. Who, 
he asked, had controlled the Navy Department from 1822 to 
18412 Who had been Secretaries of the Navy during that pe- 
riod? Smith Thompson, Southard, Woodbury, Dickerson, and 
Pauldipng—not a Virginian amongst them. Who had been Pres- 
idents of the United States? Adams for four years, Jackson 
eight, and Van. Buren four. Not a Virginian amongst them ; 
and yet this was the time when this increase of Virginians in 
the navy took place. These were the facts, in spite of which 
gentlemen supposed there were none other but Virginia. cficers 
in the navy. R : i 

So much for thischarge. Now, he would notice the remarks of 

the geutleman in relation to the schooners that were repaired 
and sold, From the statement made by his friend from Ilinois, it 
would appear that great abuses existed. How? Suppose it was 
granted that abuses existed: who protected those who were 
guilty of committing them? Mr. Van Buren and Mr. Dickerson. 
He would not, however, dwell on this part of the subject. In 
relation to the schooners Active and Pioneer, he would say that 
they were not. built under the direction of the Navy Board, but 
that General Jackson appointed officers himself to superiniend 
their construction. The Secretary was charged with hostility to 
the expedition for which they were fitted out, and it was two or 
three years before they put to sea. They were merchant-ves- 
sels, and had to be pulled down and re-equipped in order to fit 
them for the service performed by men-of war. In consequence 
of a want of judgment in reconstructing them, they would not 
answer for the service, and had to- be sold. They were then 
unfit for merchant vessels, and therefore sold very low. The 
present Navy Board was composed of different materials from 
that which formerly existed. In 1939, he (Mr. M.) attacked the 
Board, and charged them with abuses. He was still opposed 
to the system. It wanted re organization and erder. 

Eut it would be found that those gentlemen who abused the 
Navy Board loudest, and ¢ried out for reform of abuses in the 
navy, would be the last who would aid in abolishing that board. 
Iis friend from Iinois—and he called him such, because of the 
high personal esteem in which he held him—had dwelt upon 
the case of the Grampus, upon which so much was expended 
for repairs. The Grampus was built in 1820, and the expendi- 
tures upon her for repsirs ran through a period o° twenty 
years to 1840; during winch time she had been in actual service 
inthe West Indies more than any other vessel. The conse- 
quence was, that every three oy four years she had to be over- 
hauled and repaired, with new rigging especially. All who 
were familiar with ships, knew how much it reqùired to keep 
them in repair. 

But the committee had been told that the appropriations ask- 
ed for exceeded the average annual amount of these during Mr. 
Van Buren’s Administration. He a:'mitted the estimate of this 
year was larger than that of last; but how came it to be so? 
It was no’ because the naval service did not then require more, 
but because the estimates of the Secretary of the Navy were 
cut down by a cabinet council, held for the purpose of making 
all the appropriations so small that the charge of extravagance 
would be avoided. 


He was informed that in 1841 the head of the Navy Depart- 
ment was ordered by the Executive to make out the smallest 
possible estimate, and, after the Secretary had made out his es- 
timate, it was cut short by the Presiden, Ie (Mr. M.) knew 
that many of the public works had suffered for the want of mo- 
ney. When the Whigs came into power, he thought they com- 
menced too rank, although he himself voted for the home squad- 
ron, and but. eight members against it. He thought there had 
been some humbug about that squadron.as well as other things. 
It was too slow in getting off tosea. Instead of despa‘ching the 
ships off one by one, as they were ready, they were detained 
ti all were prepared to sail together—probably to make a siow 
for the benefit of some presidential aspirant. 


For these reasons, then, he thought the appropriation of the 
present year should be larger, in order to make up for the defi- 
ciency of the past. He did not charge Mr. Van Buren with 
neglect, That public man was sometimes charged with extray- 
agance, and at. others with neglect of the public property: he 
could not be wrong in both instances. g 
_ Anather explanation of the increased estimates was to be 
found in the fact that many promotions had recently heen made 
in the service--a measure which was due to the officers, wha 
were in many cases gray-headed men, and yet had not reached 
beyond the post of lieutenant. He (Mr. M.) entered the navy 
in ISX. Had he continued in it, and been fatthful to his duties 
to this day, he would now have been a young lieutenant, Vet 
when gray-headed men, who had spent their best days in the 
service, were Promoted, a bue-and-cry was raised thronghont 
the county; not, as he felt assured, because it was believed to 
he wrorg, but because it afforded an opportunity to strike a 
blow at Captain Tyler and his nantifying Secretary. 

As to the appointment of midshipmen. he believed it should 
be regniated by law, and the appointments given to the States 
ineqnal proportions Bat it had been argued that the West 
had hitherto not had its share. Why? Because, uctil lately, 
there were no applicants from that section of the Union. The 
gentleman from Rhode Island had well remarked the other day. 
that if any one had a right to object to the system, it was he, 
inasmuch as there had not been a solitary applicant from 
his State. Yet the secretary of the Navy was charged with 
neglecting Rhode Island. He (Mr. M.) asked the Secretary 
about the few midshipmen who. were taken from the West; 
and that officer answered him that there had always been but 
few applicants from that section; and when there were any, 


they were seldom recommended by persons known to the de- 


partment, and therefore could not be appointed. 


The gentieman from Pennsylvania [Mr. ©. Brown] had ab.” 


jecied to the naval apprentice system. He wouldremind that 
gentleman that apprentices were put there to make seamen, 
and not officers. The education required for officers and that for 
seamen were essentially different; and the Secretary, in answer to 
applications to promote apprentices to the post of midshipmen, 
had declined positively, on the ground that it would break down 
the service. i e 

tem a humbug. Insteadof employing the apprentices, as they 
should be,.on board of their ships, they were frequently carried 


He (Mr. M.) was inclined to think the whole ays." 


off so march in processidn, and make a show; He believed mer-. 


chant ships. to be the properplaces tô tain up apprentices for 
our navy; and if Congress had adopted the bill proposed by Mr. 
McKim of Baltimore, some years since, the service would now 
be on a-betier footing. . br . aie 

Some gentlemen (continued Mr.M.)seemed to think that the 
officers of the navy should be always inservice. Was it right, 
he asked, when an officer had returned from a three years? 
cruise, to send him off to sea again immediately? Who would 
enter the service on such terms? The true policy was to have 
several complements, to (ake the place ofeach other, by keep- 
ing officers on shore on reduced pay. 

Mr. M. said he believed that as great a 
tised in Pennsylvania as in any other place. 


humbug was prec- 
The people there 


undertook to build a magnificent navai asylum for seamen. mh 


stead of putiing it at New York, or some other place upon the. 
seaboard, where the sick sailor might have his desponding 
spirit: cheered up by the sight of vessels constantly passing by, 
they put their magnificent palace at Philadey:hia upon a mude 
dy stream, where the whole atmosphere was sickly. The build- 
ing, too, cost. two or three hundred thousand dollars, and still 
Would not keep seamen from deserting the service. This was 
a humbug, with a vengeance; and more so, because it was built 
with the money öf the seamen—the money which he had won, or 
which had been taken from his hard earning: 

Mr. C, BROWN said that more tonnage passed the naval 
asylum at Philadelphia in a day, than went into Norfolk ina 
year. There was not a musquito there, nor a sand fly, but 
beautiful green Gelds, and no fever and ague. r 

Mr. MALLORY remarked that the gentleman himself looked 
as if he had a chill now. oe 

Mr. BROWN said he had one on Saturday night, but not 


now, 

Mr. MALLORY continued. The town from which he came. 
did not boast of its shipping. The policy of the Federal Gov- 
ernment, the operation of a National Bank, and the tariff, had 

lasted its prospects, and laken from it the rank:to which it was 
entided. He would, however, say to the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, that more vessels congregated under Southwest point, 
laden with watermelons, sweet potatoes, and naval stores, than 
passed up the Delaware inayear. The gentleman Was jealous 
of the Philadelphia navy yard. It was true that ships were built 
there of a superior cast, and atcheap rates; yet they had to be 
sent around to Norfolk to be equipped for sea. ‘The channel of 
the Delaware was notdeep enough. The ship North Carolina, 
of whose construction the Philadelphians boasted so much, had 
to be sent to Norfolk before she could be got ready for sea. 
Philadelphia wanted a dry-dock; but it was what could not be 
made there. Mr, M. acknowledged that large appropriations 
had heen made towaids the navy-yard at Norfolk; yet be did 
not thank the Government for them; fer it was obliged to make 
them, 


The advantages of the place—its admirable roadetead—. 


its facilities ofanchorage—its central position between the North 


and the Bouth, made it the finest harbor in the country... Had 
Norfolk been situated upon the muddy Schuylkill, it would not 
have hada naval asylum. h 


Mr. M. did not complain of the expenditures made in Phila. 
delphia, and he shouid advocate an appropriation to the dry- 
dock at New York. If there was any place in the South where 
a -dry-dock could be made, he wonld cheerfully advecate its 
consiruction; but he.doubted the praeticability of such a thing. 
He did not consider it economy to increase our navy-yards. 
They would be attended with additional expense for superin» 
tendents, master-mechanics, workmen, and repairs. He. beg- 
ged gentlemen to examine the report of the Secretary of the 
Navy, and was convinced that they would find every item in 
this bill to be called for even by strict economy, by which thous» 
ands would be saved hereafter. In behalf of the present Navy 
Board, he would say they were recently appointed. and were not 
responsible for past abuses. They were high-minded, honor- 
able men, and would endeavor to do their duty; and he would 
have gentlemen to recollect that they were not all Virginians, 
though the president was one. He hoped the amiable, mild, 
and honest gentleman from Pennsylvania would be cooler in 
his next remarks on this subject: . 


Mr. CUSHING remembered that, at the last session of Cons 
gress, he witnessed the unanimous expression of confidence in 
the navy, and the concurrence in a desire to promote its pros- 
perity, augment its efficiency, and continue it on the same stata 
of strength that itthen existed. He called to mind the fact, that 
when the present able and efficient head of the department pre. 
sented his repost to Congress, it was received, as well in the 
House as throughout the country, amongst all classes of men, 
with sentiments of gratified pride. He title thought then that 
he should, at this session, listen to remarks which, though they 
did not directly cali in question the efficiency of the navy, yet 
Indirectly tended to that object. While the Committee of Ways 
and Means called for a reduction of the navy estimates, there 
was a motion pending, introduced by ibe gentleman from Mary. 
land, to redoce them still further; and 10 make a mere tempo. 
rary make shift appropriation for the hour, on the gronnd that, 
no revenne bil] yet having been passed. there were not the meang 
at hand to meet the expenditure. This motion. if it did not 
strike directly at the efficiency efthe navy, yer indirectly tended 
to that object. ` 

Mr. €. then went on to show the impropriety of discarding 
permanent appropriations, and resorting to temporary expe 
dents for the support of this mostimportant arn of the national 
defence. The means, Mr. C. said had already been provided 
by the passage of the loan bill. The gentleman said thata tariff 
bill should first be passed, and, after that, permanent appropria: 
tions for the navy might be made; bnt the gentleman should 
recollect that it-would be some months after a tariff bill was 
enacted before the proceeds of it would come into the Treasury. 
To suspend or curtail] the appropriations for the navy until'after 
the passage of the tariff bill, would be proceeding on erfoneous 
notions of the state of the Treasury. The gentleman also. wish- 
ed to obtain information on various subjects connected with the 


navy; but he would inform him that there were voluminous re- 
ports and various documents on the tables, from which the most 
ample information could be derived. He did not see why the 
gentleman‘should ask for further information while there was 
already. so much within his reach. * 
+ Mr, TRIPLETT here begged leave to ask the gentleman a 
question, “He professed to be a friend to the navy, and was anx- 
ioua to vote for this bill, if he could conscientiously do so. He 
wished to know the number of naval stations—the number of 
ships.in commission—the number of officers of different grades 
“necessary to officer sufficiently.these ships and statrods—and 
the number of officers necessary to be retained under pay, to re- 
lieve’ those returning from foreign stations. He wished to sce 
responsibility and efficiency introduced in the navy, and no more 
officers than were necessary for the service. 
~ Mr. CUSHING was glad that the gentieman had presented 
these inquiries, and he would endeavor, before he sat down, to 
satiefy him with regard to each of them. The gentleman from 
Maryland spoke as if there were a vest number of officers who 
were out ef employment, who were subjecting the Govern- 
ment to expense, aud who, to use the language of the gentle- 
man from Illinois, were eating the bread of idleness. Again, 
the gentleman alluded tu the fact of anumber of Couris martial 
having lately been held at Balumore, and spoke of it asan ob- 
jection to the navy. He would submit to the gentleman, if 
there should be no Judicial inquiries in the navy? If there were 
“no offences—if there should be no punishment for them—nay, if 
there were allegations oniy of crime, whether there shouldjnot 
be an inquiry into them? Would he have the arbitrary ex- 
ercise of the power vested in the head of the navy to dismiss 
an officer of his own wili? He admitted that courts martial were 
expensive—more so than they ought to be; he admitted that 
they had becomea grievance. Rut was it a grievance that the 
Secretary of the Navy was responsible for? Congress has 
placed no other meang at his disposal, of inquiring into and 
correcting offences; and he must take the law aa it stands, 
There is, Mr. C. said, another means, which would be less ex- 
pensive, and less liable to abuse; and that was, by the employ- 
ment ofa permanent judge advocate, which hid been recom- 
mended by the Naval Committee. Jt was said that there was a 
vast augmeniation of expenditure beyond that of former years. 
He admitted that the estimates were large. But, if he was 
allowed to do so, he could show to the committee that these ex- 
penditures should be increased; and, indeed, he could also show 
that, by incurring a greater expense in some particulars,economy 
would be practised. Economy would be consulted by sending 
our vessels to sea, instead of allowing them to rot on the stocks, 
&c. It must beremarked that the appropriation for the home 
aquadrun was a specific one, for a specific object; and that it 
ought not to be taken into calculation, when considcring the 
amount of the appropriations for the navy. No one objected 
to the bill when it was passed; and, indeed, there were only 
eight voting againstit, Now, makingshe reduction of $1,300,000, 
as proposed by the Committee of Ways and Means, and also 
reducing from the estimates the appropriation for the home 
squadron, it would be found that very little difference existed be- 
tween the total for this ycar and the last; and that difference was 
occasioned by the desire to send more officers to sea, and thus 
pene objection that so many of them were remaining idle 
at home. 


Mr. C. then went into an explanation, according to the views 
of the Navy Department, of the numher of naval stations, the 
number of ships that should be kept in commission, and the 
number of officers that would be necessary to command them. 

` Waith regard to the charge made against the department, of not 
selecting midshipmen from the corps of naval apprentices, Mr. 
C, said that it was not correct, for that several of them, for their 
good conduct, bad received warrants, The discipline of the 
service, however, required thatthey should not have the induce- 
ment held out to them of becoming officers; for that would tend 
to render them discontented, and unfit for sailors, for which ser- 
vice alone they were enlisted. ‘Ihe present Secretary (Mr. C, 
said) had introduced a reform with regard to the employment 
of these apprentices, by which economy was promoted, and 
their services were rendered much more valuable to the Gov- 
ernment. Heretofore they had been kept in the receiving ships, 
learning nothing, and rendering but lite, if any, service. In- 
stead of that, they were now employed in the smaller vessels on 
the coast; ard, under the direction of officers of the navy, were 
learning to be good seamen. 


Another thing that had been alleged against the navy was, its 
heavy expenditures, under the various heads of construction, 
equipment, provisioning, and sailing. Without entering afall 
into any party considerations, justice required him to observe 
that these alleged abuses were in times past, were rot belong- 
ing to the present appropriation, and by no means chargeable 
to the present head of the Navy Department. He believed that 
it was practicable to introduce and accomplish material and 
important reductions, both in the building and equipment, and 
in the provisioning and sailing ofour public vessels, and ifCon- 
gress would pass the bill reported for the reorganizatica of the 
navy, all this would 5e accomplished. Mr. ©, then went into 
a detailed explanation, showing how economy could be intro- 
duced into the varions branches of tie naval service, in the 
construction, equipment, provisioning, and sailing of the pub- 
Jic vessels, and adding greaily to the efficiency andrespectability 
of the navy. One of the measures of reform proposed, was 
the abolishment of the Board of Navy Commissioners, and the 
substitution of bureaus in the Navy Department, under the 
Secretary of the Navy. 

Mr, C, alluded to the reforms already introduced by the 
present Secretary of the Navy, by which a great saying of ex- 

enditure had been effected: aud as an instance of it, read a 

etter from Commodore Perry, containing a slatement showing 
that the work and Jabor on the brig Somers, lafely bulit at 
Brooklyn, cost one-third less than that of the brig Dolphin, the 
next previously built vessel. brig, in the construction of 
which so greata saving was effected, was built at the same 
station, by the same workmen, and under the same super in end- 
ence, as the Dolphi. 

Mr. F. WOOD said that, to his knowledge, there had been 
no change in the administration of the navy yard at Brook- 
lyn, and the gentleman a:miited that the officers were the same, 

e was, therefore, at a loss to know how to account for the dif- 
ference- 2 N 

Mr. CUSHING said it was by the introduction of order, in- 
dustry, and system inio the yard. The reason must be that 
they worked better. The genileman said that there had been no 
change in the administration of the yard. Sit, said he, there 
has been a change in the Secreiaryship of the Navy—a change 
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commander of the yard. 

Mr. F. WOOD said that the Dolphin was built while Com- 
modore Ridgely was commander of this yard ; but. the differ- 
ence could not be caused by the commanders of the yards, who 
had noi the direction of the construction ofthe vessels. ‘The na- 
val constractors were the same, acd ail the workmen were the 
same; and he should like to know by what means sò great a dif- 
ference bad been occasioned. © > g 

Mr. WISE observed, thatif the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts wauld allow him, he would say something in explanation. 
He could mention a hundred facts like this. We have ali been 
trying, said he, to ascertain the causes for extravagant expendi- 
tures in the construction and equipment.of war-vesse}s. Lt. 
Maury had been writing for the purpose of calling public atten- 
tion tọ them. Mr. Paulding (for whom he had the -highest re- 
spect, and to whom he meant not to attribute the slightest 
blame) had been doing allia his power to ascertain and cor- 
rect. these abuses; but no Secretary of the Navy, with the in- 
efficient force of clerks in his office, could sufficiently ascertain 
and corvect the existing abuses. The present Secretary, it was 
true, had effected a great deal, by introducing more sysiem, reg- 
ularity, andaccountability-in the yards ; ‘but much remained 
yet tobe done, when he hada sufficient. force to do it with. 
There were but seventeen clerks in the Navy Department ; 
while the War Departmerthad eighty odd. Mr. W. then re- 
ferred to the enormous cost of some of our cutters—eighty, 
ninety, and a hundred thousand dotlars—while they ought to be 
built for a fourth ofthe money. This was owing to the want of 
accountability in those who had the charge of their construc- 
tion, and waslike most other works constructed for the public 
service, Could anybody tell the reason why the Post Office 
Department--the beautiful white marble building—cost Jess 
than the iff-shapen, unsightly Treasury building? It was be- 
cause the one was built by contract, by competent per- 
sons, while the other was built under the direction of unac- 
countable public officers. 

Mr. C. BROWN thought, if the gentleman would aliow him, 
he could explain the mystery. 

Mr. CUSHING having assented, 

Mr. BROWN went on to say that the difference the gentle- 
man spoke of in the two vessels, the Somers and the Dolphin, 
was in the number of days’ labor; and this was probably owing 
tothe different manner of finishing them. All who were ac- 
quainted with ship-building knew that a vessel might be built 
for one-third less by building her roughly. He had built many 
vessels himself, and professed to be acquainted with the sub- 
ject. Besides, the gentleman, in explaining the economical re- 
forms introduced by the present Secretary, said that he had dis- 
carded every thing like ornament. lt was in the finishing, the 
joiners’ work, and other ornamental parts, that added materially 
to the cost of a vessel. 


Mr. CUSHING said thatthe gentleman was very much mis- 
taken. He denied that the Somers was roughiy built, or less 
finished than the Dolphin. It was true there was less ginger- 
bread work about her; but for all essential qualities lor a man- 
of-war, for fighting, sailing, and accommodations for her crew, 
she wonld compare with any vessel of her size in the navy, 
But the gentleman must observe that they could not sligat the 
rigging of a vessel; there was no mahogany or birds-eye maple 
in spars; and iron was iron, and copper was copper. The gen- 
tlernan might discard the fancy work, but that could not make 
the difference. Mr. C., in conclusion, went into a comparison 
between the pay of officers and seamen in the British, and those 
in the American, navy, The nominal pay of lieutenants, mid- 
shipmen, and sailors, he said, was higher in our navy than in 
that of Great Britain; but when an officer reached the grade 
of post captain, he could get no higher. '!here were no stars 
and garters, and peerages, and admiralty distinctions, to reward 
our meritorious officers, like there was in Evgiand; and promo- 
tion was so slow, that a man must get gray in the service be- 
ore he can reach the rank of post-captain. 


Mr. TRIPLETT replied to some previous speakers; in the 
course of which he said he was not an enemy to the navy; and 
it was because he was not its cnemy that he intended to vote 
against this appropriation, unless the channels through which 
the appropriation was to flow were changed. He would asl 
the cummiitee if, before the explanations which they had just 
heard, they were prepared to vote for many items of this biH? 
in what a situation were they in general, whon asked to vote 
appropriations for the navy? ‘They were without informa- 
tiop; and the course pursued was, to prepare a resolution 
caliing on the department to furnish ite And what answer 
did they get?) Why, “Read the documen:s.”” Now, he bad 
read them; but they did not give such specific information 
as was desired; and was it reasonable to ask this House to 
vote blindiolded whatever appropriations any department 
might choose to send to them? He wouid not voie for 
this bill, because the money went into the wrong channels. 
There were too many officers for the number of men employed. 
jie had ihe authority of the Secretary of the Navy for that fact. 
There was great difficulty in tie enlistment of seamen, but 
from what cause he w: nable to say, and therefore he could 
not propose a remedy; Dut, as he had said at the outset, he 
would not vote for this bill, because he wished the channeis to 
be changed in which the appropriation was to flow, He wished 
the pay of the seamen to be increased. lnerease the pay 
of the officers, if they pleased; but do not increase their 

yv. ite did not coucsive that eight dvijars e month was 
sufi t to induce, seamen to jain the navy, and leave the 
merchant service in which they receive §12 a month. In 
the navy, seamen had as much kibor as co the merchant 
service, aud, in addition, the danger of being killed—v h, with 
g4 per month less pay, Was not Coui alanced by the honor 
and glory of the naval service. Tecailed upen them to dimin- 
f of their Hieutenan’s, captains, end commanders, 
ave to the sailors, and 
good seamen sufficie=t. 
te of t at present? Lock at the 
iu the waters of the Potomac, end they 
y were called, for 


isu the numb 
and 
he would gaaranty that they woo 
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smen or “landiubbers,” as-t 


twos hirds of their crews; ships were lying at Nor‘olk, and 
elsewhere, for which com ut Crews could not be procured. 


Tn cenciusion, he expressed bis approvai of ihe apprenticeship 
system, and his disapproval of the Board of Navy Commission- 
ers, which, he said, he considered to be of no use whatever. 
Mr. SPRIGG next obtained the floor; but as the Honse was 
thin, and as the subject was an important one, he thought it bet- 
ter that the committee should rise. For himself, he came from 
the West, and had neverseen the ocean in his life; and before 


in the directing head. ‘There had also been a change in the. 


a 


he spoke, therefore, he wished to be. well prepared; and this 
was an additional reason ‘why he wished the committee 19. 


_Tige. à 


_ Tellers were called for, and they reported -40.in the.affirma- 
tive, and 79 in the negative; being less than a quorum. © -o 
Mr. FILLMORE remarked that there was.evidently a quo- 
rum in attendance, and he hoped the Chairman would:.count 
the members. : Ee Re 
The CHAIRMAN acted upon the suggestion, and ‘reported 
176 asin attendance. 7 ae 
: Mr. SPRIGG then renewed his motion that the committee 
should rise, and the vote was again taken; when 22 voted jn 
the affirmative, and 97 in the negative; being still less than:a 
quorum. $ 
_ The committee then:rose for want of a quorum, oa 
Mr. MORGAN moved a call of the House; on which, tellers 
were called for, and they reported 68 in the affirmative, and 60 
in the negative. Se y i pea 
The Clerk commenced calling the roll, and ENOR 
Mr. ROOSEVELT moved that all proceedings. under the 
call should be dispensed with; which was agreed to, and the 
House again resoived itself into a Committee of the Whole. 
Mr. CUSHING then said, as the gentleman from. Kentucky 
was desirous to have time for preparation, arid as the committee 
was evidently reluctant to rise at so early an hour, @ o’slock,) 
he suggested that the bill under consideration should be jaid 
aside, and two other bills, to which he had frequently called the 
attention of the House, for the regulation of commercial inter- 
course with some of the French and Spanish colonies, should 
be taken up and acted upon; which might be done in-a short 
time, as they were not likely to lead to much debate, Teeny 
This suggestion was. acted upon; and the committee took up 
a bill concerning tonnage duties on Spanish vessels, > 
Mr. CUSHING explained the principle of this bill. Under 
cettain acts of Congress, negotiations had been: made for a reci- 
procity of tonnage duties between the United States and Spain; 
by which a nominal tonnage duty, of 6 cents per ton only, had 
been imposed by Spain on American vessels; but, nevertheless, 
$1 per ton had been levied on severa} Spanish vessels, and this 


-bill was designed to carry out the reciprocity. 


After this explanation, the bill was laid aside to be reported 
to the House. 

Mr. CUSHING next moved that the committee take up the 
Senate bill No. 71, for the regulation of commercial nitercourse 
with Cayenne. This bill was also explained to be designed to 
carry out a. system of reciprocity with French colonies; and 
after a very brief explanation, it was laid aside, to be reported 
to the House, 


Mr. WISE then moved that the committee take up bill 179, 
which, he said, would not be a debatable one. It wag a bill to 
authorizs the appoiutment of a board for the preparation of 
rules and regulations for the government of the navy. This © 
having been agreed to, he said he was authorized by the Com. 
mittee on Naval Affairs to strike out that provision which gave 
to the officers composing the board $8. per diem, in addition to 
their regular pay and mileage, He next wished so to arrange 
the bill as to provide that the code of rules and regulations 
which the board shouid form, after being approved by the Kee- 
retary of the Navy and the President, should be submitted to 
Congress, but should become theJaw of the lan}, unless disap. 
proved of by Congress; of course, it being understcod that they 
were io viviate no fundamental law now in existence, 

Mr. McKEON trusted the committee would not consent to 
this recommendation. He had no coubt of the ability or of the 
disposition of the board that might be appointed to discharge 
the duties that might be submitted to them; but were gentlemen 
aware to what extent the roles and regulations went, which 
they were asked to confide to. this board? Did gentlemen 
krow that they extended to a power to decide on cases of life 
and deai? And yet such was the fact. He had had some ex: 
perience as a judge actvocate, and he was prepared to go with 
the gentleman irom Virginia (Mr. Wiss] fora change in the 
present system; but it was too much to ask that such a power 
as this should be conferred, while there were 242 members in 
that House, who were to know nothing of the subject. 

Why, they did not allow even a petty and comparatively une 
importaut jaw to pass this House, without investigation and 
debate, much less one of so much importance; and rather than 
assent to such a proposition, he would at any time be willing 
to lay aside any public business, that they might pass onthe 
rules and regulations which the Board might agree upon, He 
would relate an incident which had come to his knowledge. 
The word “drunkenwess” occurred in the laws, and a question 
gome time since arose, whether the offence of a man being once 
dynuk came under that term. 

Mr. WISE interposed and said, to prevent debate, he would 
withdraw his proposition; hut he took occasion to remind gen» 
tlemen who were so sensitive on this subject, that courts mar. 
tial bad had and exercised this power over lifeand death. The 
very cours al on which the gentleman from New York 
(Mr. McKrox] had acted as judge advocate, had that power; 
and yet thai gentleman had been in this House for years, and 
had not once called the attention of the House to the circum- 
stance, : 

Me. SMITH of Virginia wished it to be distinctly vaderstood 
whether his colleague {Mr. Wise] withdrew the provision to 
pay the members of the board any per diem beyond their pay 
as officers ofthe navy, 

Mr, WISE stated, distinctly. that when the members of the 
board were assembled, they would be considered as on duty, 
and would receive service pay, ard ice pay only. 

Mr. SMITH sai put pose sailing for this explana- 
tion, was to guard insi any emolument beyond thei ser- 
vice pay being given, by èy contrivance whatever; and, have 
sured point, he thought the power now proposed 
rei, thai there might be prepared some rules and 
lations; for, in tue history of a recent court martial, the 
most unwartrantable cose Fad been pursued} and too often 
the courts were governe! by prejudice rather than by an en- 
lishiened sense of justice. Fe undersiood that a distinguished 
ufficer of the navy, who bad served his country through a 
Jong series of years, had recenily been dismissed from the ser- 
vice, and stripped of his commission, In consequence of hav: 
ing administrere! a somewhat unusual, but, under the circum- 
siances,a miid punishment on a boy. He knew not ifit were 
true; but if it were, there was nota gentvieman on that flcor who 
wouid not say it was the first and bounden duty which he owed 
tothai arm of the national defence to prevent such atrocities, 

Mr. FILLMORE inquired whether these rules and regula: 
tions, when adopted, would extend to the marine corps. 


‘WISE said that: would rest: with the determination of ° 


board: Soe . i 
Mr. FILLMORE made the suggestion, because he wished to 
move the addition of two officers ofthe marine corps to the 


board, i > : . f 
Mr. HOPKINS desired to move an amendment, so to modify 
the bill that the rulés and regulations should be presented to 
Congress, and, unless disapproved by- Congress, should be the 
Jaw of thé land. If they required the action of Congress, it 
would be presumed that Congress would act npon them. ý 
“Mr, ADAMS said this was butarenewal ef the amendment 
been offered and then withdrawn by the gentleman 


which had 


fron Virginia, (Mr. Wrise;] and he objected to it, that it wasa. 


transfer Of legislative power toa board of officers, which he doubt 
ed whether Congress had the power to make. It would be just as 
reasonable to transfer the power of legislation from the two 
Houses ‘of Congress to the President, and to say that he shall 
make the laws for the people of this Union, which should oper- 
ate as laws unless Congress disapproved them. Now he hoped 
that never would be done. It had been once done by this House— 
or what was almost equivalent—by the adoption of a body of 
regulations prepared by General Scott, for the regulation of the 
army ofthe United States ; but that law was repealed by alaw 
‘ap shaitas the one by which the regulations were adopted. 
This proposition, however, was still more objectionable, be- 
cause the gade ot Jaws was enacted in advance; while in the in- 
stance to which he had referred, the regulations were submit- 
ted ‘before’ Congress adopted them. He hoped this and the 
other House would never again transfer such power. For what 
was it that was proposed? Why, power to form asystem of 

criminal laws, by which to try and condemn to. death; and a 
code of laws, to be drawn by officers who were to enforce them; 
while the common sailor, for whose protection from the cru- 
elty and tyranny of these officers some regard should be had, 
were not represented on the board by which the Jaws were to 
be made. Inthe nature of all governments of the army and 
navy, there were many regulations that were exceedingly ob- 
Jectionable. ` Such laws were too generally of a despotic char- 
acter, But it became the duty of a Republican Government to 
guard by regulations, not only that seamen, but that officers 
also, should: be protected from the tyranny. of their supe- 
riors 

Mr. WISE said if the gentleman from Massachusetts would 

allow him to interrupt him, he would. state that the Committee 
on Naval Affairs were very desirous to have a due regard, and 

a very tender regard, for the sailor; but their difficulty was in 
selecting the persons who should be in. the board to represent 

the sailor. lt would not be proper to put sailors themselves 

there; and out of the navy it was scarcely possible to find any 

Proper person, sufficiently well informed for that purpose, He 

therefore would ask the gentleman, witha view to amend the 

bill, whether he could suggest some class to represent the sail- 

ors, : 
Mr. ADAMS said it was out of hie power to recommend any 
class, for the subject had come upon him suddent ; and he 
should not now have said any thing, but that he had become 
alarmed, lest the rules and regulations of the board should be- 
come law, without the action of Congress, 

» Mr, HOPKINS withdrew his amendment. 

Mr, TRIPLETT submitted an amendment, to provide for the 
addition of “two persons not connected with the army and 
“navy, and two officers of the marine corps.” 

Mr, SMELE of Virginia said that plan would cost money, 
Mr. @RANAM conceived the bill to be an important one to 
the whole country, and he deemed it sufficient for the protec- 

- tion of all classes in the naval service. ‘The officers would be 
represented in the board, and the 242 members of this House 
would represent the sailors. Who was there that was not the 
sailor’s friend? Ile disapproved of the delegation of their pow. 
er, which had been proposed; and if the rules and regulations 
wae to be supervised hy this body, he could not see any difi- 
culty, 

After a few words fron Mr. PESSENDEN and Mr. MALLO- 
RY, it was agreed to lay the bill aside, 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Connecticut then moved that the commit- 
teetake up the bill making the port of Stonington a port of en- 
try, and creating it a collection district; which was passed upon 
without debate, P 
“The committee then rose and reported to the House; and the 
two bills which Mr. Cusmine had in charge, regulating com- 
mercial intercourse with French and Spanish colonies, and the 
bill creating Stonington a port of entry, were ordered to be en- 
grossed, and were read a third time and passed. 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, May 18, 1842. 

Mr. MERRICK Jaid before the Senate a com- 
munication from John B. Latrobe, a citizen of Bal- 
timore, requesting that a siatement of certain facts 
furnished in said communication might Le printed 
and attached to the report of the Committee on 
Claims, on the petjtion on Litileton Dennis Teackle. 
The communication was referrea to the Committee 
on Claims. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a petition, with aceom- 
panying papers, from Barclay & Livingston, a re- 
spectable mercantile house in New York, setting 
forth that they had been compelled, in the collection 
of a debt, to purchase a small British versel, under 
an execution, for $2,600, atid on which they had to 
expend as much move for repairs. They now 
prayed Congress to passa special act, allowing them 
to take cut American papers for said vessel, The 
petition was referred to the Commiitee on Com- 
merce. 

He had also received, and asked leave to pre- 
Sent, a resolution passed by the Legislature of the 
State of New-York, with reference to the bill now 
before Congress for refunding to Gen. Jackson 
ine and costs, with interest, inflicted on him by 
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- the district court of New Orleans in 1815, and de- 
-siring the delegation of the State to urge its pas- 
sage.’ The resolutien-bad been passed on the Ist 
of February, but had not reached him till this 
morning.. He requested it might bevead and 
dered to be printed. A : 

The resolution was.accordingly real, and then 
ordered to be printed. _ , ` 

Mr. BAYÁRD, from the Committee. on Naval 
Affairs, reporied back the petition of Henry Fry, 
praying to be allowed a fénsion for injuries re- 
ceived during the late war, with a bill for his retief; 
which. was read a first. time and ordered to- its sec- 
ond reading. *‘ 

Mr. BENTON presented a petition from the 
inhabitants of Platte county, Missouri, praying for 
the establishment of a land cffice; also, a petition 
for the establishment of a post-route. These peti- 
tions were appropriately referred. 

Mr. McROBERTS, upon notice given a few 
days sirce, introduced a bill to make an additional 
grant of land to certain ancient settlers in the Il- 
linois country; whieh was read twice, and referred, 
with accompanying documents, to the Commiitee 
on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. CONRAD presented a petition from Glandy 
Borke, asking to be permitied to enter a tract of 
land; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. He also offered the following re- 
solution, which was adopted : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands, to whom 
have been referred the claims of T. O. Meux and of Shields, 
Turner, & Renshaw, be directed to inquire into, and report 
at the same time on the claim for indemnity of Edward York, 
Edward Ogden, Isaac Ogden, J. P. Ferret, Joseph Laland, John 
Minturn, Samuel Thompson, Ambrose Lanfrieu, Charles 
Cligg, and J. Hidleston, their heirs, representatives, or as- 
signees, 


Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to which had been referred the petition of 
B. S. Minor, asked to be discharged from its con- 
sideration; which was agreed to. He also made 2 
similar request, which was acceded to, with regard 
tothe petition of Jacob Gideon, praying Congress 
to purchase certain copies of the laws of the Uni- 
ted States, 

Mr. BENTON presented a petition praying for 
the establishment of a post-route in Missonri; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 


Mr. BUCHANAN asked the chairman of the 
Judiciary Committee what day be expected to take 
up the appcrtionment bill. He was extremely 
anxious, as the Legislature of Pennsylvania was 
to meet on the 10ih of June, that the bill should be 
acted upon in time; otherwise, that State would 
be put to great inconvenience and expense, if 
obliged to adjourn the Legislature, convened for 
the special purpose, without effecting the object for 
which it was called. He would, if the Senator 
from Georgia had no objection, move to make the 
apportionment bill the special order for Monday 
next, 


Mr. LINN thought there was already a. special 
order for that day. 

Mr. BERRIEN considered- the reasons stated 
by the Senator from Pennsylvania, for speedy ac- 
tion on the bill, worthy of consideration. No in- 
convenience could arise from making it the specia 
order for Monday.. He inquired if the Sena‘or 
from Missouri opposed the motion? 

Mr. LINN said he did not: he weuld offer no 
objection, on account of the special order to which 
he had alluded. 

The apportionment bill was then, on Mr. Bu- 
CHANAN’s motion, made the special order for Men- 
day next. 

Mr. MANGUM gave notice that he would to- 
morrow ask leave to introduce a bill to regulate 
the pay of engineers employed in the naval service 
of the United States. 

Mr. BENTON presented a petitien from the 
city of Philadelphia, signed by citizens of the most 
respectable standing, asking Congress to refund to 
General Jackson the fine inflicted on him by the 
district judge ef New Orleans in 1815. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented fourteen memorials, 
very numerously signed by. citizens of Philadel- 
phia, stating that the country has suffered great 
eviis ever since the duties of 1828 were destroyed. 


ór- | 


They. ask.Congress to establish a tariff for prote- 
tion, which sball be permanent, and afford encour- 
agement to American industry. - He alvo presented 
a petition from citizens of Northampton, Pennsy|- 
vania, of a similar kind to many-he bad before pre- 
sented in favor of protecting American industry ; 
and also.a petition from.a number of citizens 
of Berks. county, Pennsylvania, stating. that 
they are laboring under great embarrassment: in 
consequence of the teduction of duties on, certain 
manufactured articles imported, and praying: that 
Congress will lay on such duties as will afford ade- 
quate protection to American industry.; and also 
that the clause in the distribution act limiting duties 
to 20 per cent. be repealed. These petitions were 
severally referied to the Committee on Manufac- 
tures. Š 


Mr. CRITTENDEN presenied a-petition from 
citizens of Pennsylvania, asking Congress’ for a 
protective tariff. The petition was referred to the 
Committee on Manvfactures. : 

The resolution heretofore offered by Mr. MER- 
RICK was then called up; but 


> Mr. ALLEN observed that his resolutions, under 
discussion yesterday, was the unfinished business; 
upon which there was a pending motion to print. 
The subject was informally passed over yesterday 
evening, at the request of the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, (Mr. Crirrenpen.] He now moved to take 
it up. 

The resolutions are as follow: 

Resolved, That it is the right of the people of Rhode Island 
to establish for themselves a constitutional republican form of 
State Government, and in any particular to alter or modify it, 
provided its form be left republican. : 

Resolved, That it is not the right of the Federal Government 
to interfere in any manner with the people, to prevent or dis- 
courage their so doing; but that, on the contrary, it is the duty 
of the Federal Government to guaranty to them, as a State, 
sneh republican form of State Government, when so established, 
altered, or modified. . des 

The resolutions were accordingly taken up, the 
question being on the pending motion to print. 

Mr. TALLMADGE moved to lay the whole 
subject on the table. . 

Mr. ALLEN called for the yeas end nays; 
which were ordered. : 

The question to lay the whole subject‘on the ta- 
ble was accordingly taken by yeas and nays, and 
decided in the affirmative; as follows: eee 
_ YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Bagby, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Ber- 
rien, Choate, Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Evans, Gra. 
ham, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, 
Porter, Preston, Rives, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, 
Tallmadge, White, and Woodbridge—28. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun,Cuthbert, 
Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, 
Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Woodbury, Wright, and 
Young—18. . 

Mr. Meraicr’s resolution was then taken up, 
as follows: 

Resolved, That all the letters of recommendation, and other 
papers, or information touching or concerning any nomination 
for office pending before the Senate, which may be sent or com- 
municated by the President of the United States, or any chief 
executive officer, tothe Senate, or any of its committees, shall 
be held and deemed to be confidential communications, within 
the meaning of the thirty-eighth rule for conducting the busi- 
ness of the Senate; but allsuch papers, when communicated to 
a committee, shall, after the decision of the question to which 
they relate, be returne4 to the proper department of the Gov- 
ernment, and not placed upon the files of the Senate, unless so 
expressly ordered by the Senate, j 

With Mr. McRoserTS’s amendment, as follows, 
on which the question was pending, to strike out all 
after “Resolved,” and insert— : 

“That, in all cases of nomination made by the President to 
the Senate, for the appointment of officers of the United States, 


the Senate will proceed to consider and decide on said nomina- 
tions with open doors.” 


Mr. LINN hoped the Senator from Maryland 
would consent to the postponement of the subject 
till te-mofrow morning, as he was anxious to pro- 
ceed to the general orders. 


_Mr. MERRICK consented, and the further con- 
sideration of his resolution was postponed accord- 
ingly. 


The general orders then proceeded; and the bill 
to indemnify Major General! Andrew Jackson for 
the fine inflicted on him by Judge Hall, at New 
Orleans, in 1815, was taken up again as in com- 
mittee of the whole, 

Mr. McROBERTS offered an amendment, to 


strike out:the words “penalties and damages,” and 
insert “fine and costs.” ; 


Mr. LINN accepted the:amendment; which was 
concurred in; - Say 

Mr. CONRAD being entitled to the floor, ad- 
dregsed” the Senate for upwards of an hour in op- 
position to the bill. ` 

The: debate was continued till five-o’clock, by 
Messrs. LINN, SEVIER, ARCHER, KING, 
BUCHANAN, WRIGHT, and ALLEN, in sup- 
port of the bill; and’ by Messrs. HENDERSON, 
BARROW, CONRAD, and MANGUM, in oppo- 
sition: Mr. ALLen being entitled to the floor to- 
. morrow, in continuance of his remarks. 

The question pending at the hour of adjourn- 
ment was an amendment submitied by Mr. Hex- 
person, to which Mr. Barrow had offered an 
amendment which Mr. H. accepted, but subse- 
quently requested Mr. B. would recall. 


| 


_Mr. Henperson’s amendment was as follows, . 


Mr. Barrow’s modification being in brackets: 


“ Provided always, That nothing in this act shell be con- 
atrued to be an.expression of the opinion of Congress as to the 
legality of the proceedings of the judge in inflicting the fine, 
{or of the want of patriotism or fidelity of the citizens of New 
Orleans;} but that this shall be deemed and taken to be an ad- 
ditional expression of the sense of Congress of the high con-| 
sideration in which they hold the achievement of General Jack- 
son in the defence of New Orleans, and of the services rendered 
by len, and his companions in arms on that memorable oc- 

n. 


At five o’clock; on motion of Mr. LINN, the 


subject was informally passed over; and 
The Senate adjourned., 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Weponespay, May 17, 1842. 

Mr. DODGE presented a memorial to Congress, 
numerously signed by commission merchants and 
others, in the city of New York, asking for an ap- 
propriation for a harbor at Milwaukee, in the Ter- 
ritory of Wisconsin: referred to the Cummittee on 
Commerce. 
$ Mr. FILLMORE moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. HOPKINS asked leave to introduce a joint 
resolution from the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads, to which he hoped there would be 
no objection. 

‘Mr. FILLMORE said if the resolution would 
give rise to no debate, he would not object to its in- 
troduction. 

Mr. HOPKINS replied that it would not. . He 
wished to put it on its passage. It met with the 
approbation of the Post Office Department, and 
had reeeived the unanimous assent of the commit- 
tee. Mr. H. then introduced a joint mesolution, 
authorizing the extension of the contract for car- 
rying the mail from Mobiie to New Orleans, 
for three years from the time the contract will ex- 
pire by its own limitation; which having been 


Mr. WARREN offered an amendment in rela- 
~ tion toa mail-route in Georgia; which was read. 

Mr. HOPKINS said he had not apprehended 
that the gentleman from Georgia would have offer- 
ed this amendment after it had been rejected in the 
commiitee; for he could not expect it to prevail, 
and it might defeat the action of the House on the 
resolution. Hebad no objection to take the vote 
on the amendment if the gentleman would call for 
the previous question. 

Mr. WARREN observed that he would call for 
the previous question after he had said a word or 
two in explanation of his amendment. Mr. W. 
then, after a few remarks in explanation, moved 
the previous question. 

Mr. HOPKINS [the motion for the previous 
question having been withdrawn at his request] 
simply desired to inform the House that this joint 
resolulion had been rendered necessary by a mis- 
take that occurred in the original proposals for the 
transportation of the mail on the route before men- 
tioned. The original proposal was for two years, 
and the contract was for three years; buf, at the ex- 
piration of the two years the contractors insisted 
that the contract was executed, and that they were 
not bound to carry the mail any longer; so that this 
contract bas been got out cf the ordinary contract 
term. ; 

The resolution was intended to rectify and reg- 
plate this matter, The amendment of the gentle- 
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man from Georgia might be very proper. on ano- 
ther question, and, indeed, the case might be pro- 
vided for in the general route bill; but the cem- 
mittee thought that it was improper in this bill, 
intended for a particular object. With these ex- 
planations, he would move the previcus question. 

The second to the previous question having been 
carried, and the main question ordered, 

The main question was first taken on Mr. Wat- 
REN’s amendment; and it was rejected without a 
division. 

The joint resolution was then. passed. 

Mr. FESSENDEN, by general consent, submit- 
ted a resolution, calling on the War Department 
for information in relation to certain reports made 
by Major Hitchcock; which was adopted. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House several 
communications from the Executive Departments; 
which were appropriately referred. 

On motion by Mr. FILLMORE, the House re- 
solved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Ciirrorp of Maine in the 
chair,) and resumed the considerationyof the naval 
appropriation bill. z 

When the committee. roge last evening, item 
No. 1 was under consideratjon, in’ the following 
words: i A 

“ For pay of commissioned, warrant, and petty 
Officers aud seamen, $3,195,432 23.” 

Which said item Mir. let ae had moved 
to amend, by striking out “3,195,432 23,” and in- 
serting “$2,335,000.” And the pending question 
was on the amendment. 

Mr. SPRIGG, who was entitled to the floor, ob- 
served tbat he did not feel very well prepared on 
the subject, but yet he was well convinced that the 
House and the nation would consider well the state 
of cur finances before they voted so high an appro- 
priation for this branch of the public service as the 
committee called for. We have, said he, an ex- 
hausted ‘Treasury, no plan of revenue yet adopted, 
and the whole country is suffering under heavy em- 
barrassments; and yet we are called upon, in ad- 
dition to the outstanding balances on the Ist of 
January last, to appropriate more money for the 
naval service ‘han ever has been given to that ob- 
ject under any Administration since the Govern- 
ment commenced. 

There were outstanding balances of appropri- 
ations to the amount of $3,321,000; and we are 
now asked to appropriate over eight millions of 
dollars; making the appropriations for this year 
nearly twelve millions for naval purposes, and 
nearly one-half of the whole amount of the esti- 
mates of the last Administration for the whole sup- 
port of the Government for the year 1841. Mark 
you, said Mr. S., this is a Whig Administration 
that came into power under pledges of economy, 
retrenchment, and reform. The Whigs have the 
ascendancy in this hall. They have the power to 
tie up the purse-sirings; and it devolved on them 
to take care that the public money is not wasted. 
There never was a more auspicious time, since the 
foundation of the Government, for the Congress of 
the nation to check the Executive, and bring about 
economy and retrenchment in all the branches of 
the pablic service. The President now had but lit- 
tle influence in that House; and we Whigs, said 
Mr. S., have a more preponderating influence than 
any party ever had here before. This, then, was 
the time for them to carry out the professions which 
brought them into power. Now, ssid he, we 
stand, as it were, disconnected with the Executive; 
and ean check him without losing any more favor 
than we have already lost. 

The appropriations for the very item under con- 
sideration, for the last year, were $2 819,928 72; 
and the appropriations fer the same item this year 
are $3,195,432 23 —nearly one million more—jast 
for the pay of the officers of the navy alone—than 
it was under the last Administration. Now, im re- 
gard to that matter, he would inquire, in the first 
place, how it had happened that this vast increase 
of the pay of the officers came to pass? It result- 
ed from the fact, that, on the Sth of September, 
1841, just a few days before Congress adjourned, 
there were one bundred and forty naval appoint- 
ments made. There were appointed fifteen post- 
captains, fifty-five commanders, {and here he 


` manders from the foundation of the Governi 


would rematk that, there -were but forty-five coma 


up to that time,) fifty-five lieutenants, ten pursers, 
&c. Thus, in one single day, more appointments 
were made of the two higher gtades than the Gov- 
ernment ever bad before. This fact showed: to- 
what extent the House might be committed: to thë.. 
views of the Executive in the way of making ap- 
pointments. We have no, power to control the 
Executive in the advancement of men to rank——that 
rested wilh the Senate; but, in appropriating the. . 
money to pay them, the House sanctioned the 
advancement. aot ne 

My. S. did not intend to cast any reflections on 
the President; he presumed that he acted from a 
sense of duty; but the recommendations for these 
appointments must have come from him, and they 
were doubiless determined on before the disruption 
of his cabinet. However this might be, though 
tbere. had been alarge increase of officers since 
1823, approaching to nearly one thousand, and 
more were in comm’ssion than the department 
could find employment for, this large increase was 
made in asiegie day. He was not convinced of 
the propriety of these appointments, notwithstand- 
ing the remarks-of the gentleman from ` Massachu-~ 
setts [Mr. Cusstna] on yesterday. From the .ex: 
tracts he had made from the public documents, it 
appeared tbat there were two hundred and thirty 
officers on full pay, waiting for orders. According 
to the Biennial Register, the number was greater 
than this—upwards of two hundred and fifty in 
September last; but he would take the amount. 
stated in the Sceretary’s report. Now, he would 
ask if it was right for the Government to be pay- 
ing, for years, high salaries to men for rendering no 
service whatever. He asked if it was not the duly 
of Congress to interfere and check this growing. 
evil. If we submit, said he, to this course of the 
Executive, in increasing the numberof naval offi- 
cers through his own will and pleasure only, wé 
will be faithless to the people, and unmindful of 
the trusts reposedin us. ` 

Mr. S. here gave a statement by which it ap- 
peared that, for the last six years, about one hun- 
dred thousand more had been paid for officers wait- 
ing orders than was paid for the same purpose up 
to 1834 and °35. He thought that Congress should 
take the matter in hand, and correct this erying 
abuse. Hefound that the department recommend- 
ed the creation of other and higher ranks. in the $ 
navy. He found that they wanted admirals; and 
this would enormously increase the pay-list, while. 
the number of officers out of employment would 
also be inereased. ‘This additional expenditure 
was recommended on the ground that promotion: 
was so slow, and the officers in the various grades 
had such little hopes of advancement under the 
present system, that something was necessary to be 
done to prevent their losing that spirit which was 
so essential to the efficiency of this right arm 
of the public defence. 

The number of officers in the navy was so 
greatly disproportioned to the service to be pers, 
formed, that they necessarily became rusty in their 
profession from the want cf practice. The case, 
as he understood it, and as he had learned from 
officers of experience, was this: A midshipman, 
after receiving his appointment, went to sea for. 
two or three years, and then had to wait on shore 
five or six yers before he was made a lieutenant. 
The consequence was, that when he went to sea 
azain, he had nearly forgotten what little he had 
learned. 

He wished it to be borne in mind, that there 
were upwards cf 259 officers waiting orders in 
1841; and that atthat very time, when there was not 
enough to do for those already in commission, 140 
more were appointed. He would ask if this was 
right and proper, and if the people should be taxed 
for such unnecessary expenditures. He would not 
say that these appointments were made for the 
purpose of gaining friends for this Administration; 
bat he thought that it was natural that the making 
of them should have that effect. The numerous 
friends and relatives of these officers and their 
wives would be conciljated, especially when they 
considered that, from the number already commis- 
sioned, and the little service to be performed, there 


: no-.chance. for. their advancement, 
‘through the exercise of Executive favor. : 
“Mr. S.. had learned much with regard tu these 
‘officers. He found many of them reported as do~ 
ing active daty who seemed to him to be very use- 
lessly employed. For ‘instance: while a number 
of them, were on duty at the naval stations, taking 
care of the yards; there were a number more at 
the same stations, émployed in the. recruiting. ser- 
vice, and in. command of the receiving ships. This 
‘ight-allbe very right. He was not acquainted 
` with naval discipline, and therefore could not say 
anything against it; but it struck him. that there 
‘were a great many more employed in this way than 
the service required. ae 
~ After expressing his objections to the home 
‘squadron, Mr. S. returned to the subject of the 
number of officers in commission. Why, he 
asked,. should the number, unnecessarily large 
-in September, 1840, be increased to 140 more, 
when there was not enough for them to do? 
‘Why increase the number of ships, as recom- 
mended by the Secretary of the Navy, when 
we already bad more ships than we could us? 


There were nearly eight millions of dollars worth 7 


of materials for ship-building stored away in the 
“yards; and why, then, should the Government pur- 
chase more, seeing that the navy now consisted of 
some sixty-seven ships, while only thirty-seven of 
them were in commission? He saw no earthly ne- 
eessity for building more. But the, Secretary’ of 
the-Navy took a.strange view of the subject. He 
wanted. to have more ships built, and mote kept.at 
sea, with a view of employing more of this vast 
number of officeis, and keeping them out of mis- 
chief He saw that numbers of them, in conse- 
quence of idleness, and living on the treasury, were 
getting into bad habits; and, therefore, in order to 
keep them out of harm’s way, he was for putting 
the Government to the expense of building and 
equipping more vessels. Becanse the Exsentive 
had chosen to commission more officers than there 
was any use for, the country was to be taxsd to an 
additional amountia order to give them empivy ment. 
He had read the remarks that were made by the 
‘gentleman from Massachusetts yesterday; and, 
notwithstanding the specious arguments he had 
used, he could not give his sanction to the extrava- 
gant expenditures his doctrines would lead to. The 
gentleman had given very plausible reasons why 
there should be more officers. But he could not 
agree that 65 captains, 95 commanders, 308 lien- 
tenants, and over 400 midshipmen, were necessary, 
when we ordinarily had not more than 37 vsseels 
afloat. This nuzaber, too, was increasing. He 
ventured to assert that there was nota member of 
Congress who had not applications from parents to 
get their sons appointed midshipmen; and their 
pressure on the Executive would be likely to 
largely increase the number of new appointments. 
He. would tell gentlemen who were the triends of 
the navy, that such things must kave a very inja- 
vious effect on it. The extravagant expenditures 
called for, and the namber of idle, ussless officers 
in pay, at a time when the country was so much 
embarrassed, would rouse the jealousy of the peo- 
ple. Ee would remind them ‘that the pay for all 
these officers who were waiting orders must 
come out ef the hands of laor; and that when the 
people serious’y considered the extent to-which the 
evil was carried, they would find means to ar- 
rest it, i 

After referring to the cost of building the public 
vessels, the cost of repairing aud equipping them, 
and the gross frauds and abuses that had got into 
the system, Mr. ©. concluded by expressing the 
hope that the amendment of the gentleman from 
Georgia weuld prevail. 

Mr, SAMSON MASON wished, at this stage 
of the debate, to call the attention of the committee 
to some facis in relation to the subject ender con- 
sideration, Fh 3 involved was one of an 
inerease of the mitted by the Seere- 
tary of the Navy at the commencement of the ses- 
Sion; and he (Mr. Mason) wished to say, in the 

: outset, lest he should ferget it in its proper place, 
hat he was a friend to the navy of the United 
es, and to. the gradual increase and enlarge- 
and ‘sttengthening of. thatarm of the nation- 


except. 
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al defence. Hewa 


it to be his duty to oppose ‘an appropriation for the 
navy, on the ground that it was larger than ought 


- to be: granted, both in reference to the state of. the 


treasury, and the condition of the coun'ry, and also 
to the necessities of the Navy Department, he hoped 
it would not be construed, by any gentlemen there 
or elsewhere, as evidence of hostility to the- navy 
of the Uniied Siates, `. 

_ A large increase was proposed by the Secretary 
of the Navy, in addition to the large increase 
which has already been effected—and effected un- 
der-existing laws and regulations; and he desired 
to submit a sta ément showing the amount of mon- 
ey that was required by the estimates of the de- 
partment ior the service for the year 1842. That 
amcunt had been variously stated by gentlemen 
who had preceded him in the debate, and dvubt- 
less there was some confusion and some uncer- 
tainty in the minds of gentlemen in regard to these 
estimates. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. C uss- 
1nG,] who addressed the House yesterday, stated 
the amount at $8,200,000; but that amount fell far 
short of the sum estimaied and available for the 
service of the year 1842. He (Mr. Mason) found 
the Secretary of the Navy had prepared estimates 
for $8,213,287 23; and that had been quoted as the 
aggregate money required for the year 1842 for. 
this branch of the public service; but that was an 
error. He found from the statements, not only-from 
the Treasury Department, but from’ the Commis- 
sioners of the Navy Board, that the estimates were 
the sum just named, and others also. He referred 
gentlemen to the annual estimates from the Treas- 
ury Department, document 19, pages 31, 32, (an 
extract from which he read, to show that the esti- 
mates of $8,213 287 23 were exclusive of the esti- 
mates for the marine corps, and any balance which 
ae remain in the Treasury on the lst January, 
1842. 

To ascertain, then, how much money was asked 
for, to the sum of upwards of eight millions must 
be added $502,292 60; and the unexpenied balance 
in the Treasury on the Ist January, 1842, of 
$2,965,594 96—which constituted an eggregate of 
$11,621,174-79 for one single branch of the pub- 
lio service alone. As his object was solely to 
ascertain the true amount, and neither mislead 
himself nor deceive others, he would refer the com- 
mitiee to document No, 2, accompanying the Pres- 
ident’s message, page 375, being the report from 
the Navy Commissiuners; also to the estimates 
sent in by the Secretary of the Treasury Depart- 
ment at the commencement of the present session 
ot Congress, being decument No. 19, pages 13 and 
35. The amount of the esiimates, and the sum 
available for the year 1841, as showa by the pa- 
pers to which he had referred, was $5,735 450. 
He could not, however, make that amount by 
$25,000; he did not find the material cut of 
which that sum could be made, except to 
the extent of about $5,710,060, including both 
the marine corps and the unexpended tal- 
ance. For. the present year, he explained, 
the Secretary of the Navy, in submitting his esti- 
mates, had given the eight millions and upwards 
as the aggregate, in addition to the other sources 
of supply; but the Secretary, when he came to 
state, by comparison, the amount for the sere 
vice of the year 1841, had included the aracunt for 
the marine corps, and of the enexpended balance 
in hand, which he had nat done in regard to his 
own estimates for his own branch of this service, 
He menticned this, toavcid an error into which gen- 
temen listening to kim might faii; and then be 
observed, that the difference beiween the aggre- 
gaie amount of money for 1841 and for 1842 was 
an increase of neatly $6,000,000. This was an 
excessive increase in Ume of peace. 

Bui, to illustiate the progress of this increase, he 
would call the attention of the committee to some 
statements in detail. He found that the namber 
of vessels in commission in 1842 was 53; in 1841 
the number was 34: making an increase of 19. 
This required an increase of expenditures, ac- 
cording to the estimates of the present Secretary of 
the Navy, of $608,933 89. 


asa waim and fast friend of thay 
|- branch of ‘the public service; ‘and if he should feel 


In regard to receiving vessels in 1842, it was 
stated that there were 8; in 1841, there were 5: 
being an increase of 3, and requiring an increase 
of appropriation, on that account, of $62,830. 

Of recruiting stations in 1842, the number was 


12; in 1841, there were 5: being a difference and: 


increase of 7, and requiring an increased expendi- 
ture of $46,850. - / 

Tbe expenditures in connexion with navy yards 
and stations required an increase of $12,244, 

For improvements of navy yards in 1842, the 
amount required and estimated for was $504,425; 
for 1841, it was $234,000: being an increase for 
1842 of $270,425 . 

For hospitais. belonging to navy yards, the 
amount required for repairs and improyements in 
1842 over 1841 was $42,760. 

Of officers waiting orders, the number in 1642, 
includisxg 39 midshipmen, was 269; in 1841, the 
number was 220: being an increase of 49, re- 
quiring an increased expenditure, which. was esli- 
mated for 1842 at $33 543. 

The number of persons in vessels in commis- 
sion, including. marines and persons attached to 
recciving vessels, and on shore, in 1842, was 12,248, 
In 1841, the number was 9,125: being an increase 
of 3,123 ; and this increase demands an expendi- 
ture, which is estimated for 1842 over 1841, of 
$227,979. These facts would furnish a satisfac- 
tory proof of an increase in our naval esiablish- 
ment, and account for much increased expenditures. 

Mr. EVERETT called upon the gentleman from 
Ohio to furnish a statement of the increase of na- 
val officers. ; 

Mr. MASON replied that his preparation had 
been so hurried (being only since last night) that he 
was not able to state the increase in the number of 
officers further than he had done, from the Ist 
October, 1841. But they had information that it 
had progressed very rapidly during the present ses- 
sion of Congress, and since the tabular statement 
to which he had referred had been published. 

In addition to the general aggregate, then, to 
which ke had referred, there must be taken into 
account the bills which had been reported to the 
House from the Naval Committee, which were not 
ineluded in the estimates which he had submitted 
to the committee; and he apprehended it would be 
found, by a careful and accurate analysis of the 
amount proposed, that the sum total would exceed 
$12,000,000. Now, an increase of the navy with 
such rapidity was too much of the hot-house pro- 
cess; and he feared it would procuce reaction in 
the publie mind, and that that noble and invaluable 
arm of thè public defence would sustain an injury 
if they did not check that rapid and undue and 
unnatoral growth, He feared the present head of 
the Navy Department consulted but his own opin- 
ions on some peculiar theory, and had seized on 
temporary circumstances to urge on Congress un- 
due and improper appropriations for iis increase, 
which ate not warranted by the condition of the 
country, or the state of the publie finances. Of 
this policy he disapproved, while Western com- 
merce was languishing for want of the fosteriag 
care of the Government, 

He would evltivate the arts of peace until war 
came, or until he could see its approach ; but. he 
could not now see any thing in the pclitica! horie 
zon that indicated the approach of war. He was 
here reminded of remarks often. made, that they 
were too much in the habit.of being influenced by 
cries of war,” which seemed to be raised, be 
might think—though he would not say so—for the 
purpose cf inducing Congress to grant large and 
liberal supplies in aid of the war-power of the Gov- 
ernment. ‘They, however, never got up a war cry 
for the Cumberland road, or for removing obstruc- 
tions from the Eludson ; the peaceful pursuits of 
our peuple were not regarded. : 

The honorable gendeman then went on to op- 
pose aa enlargement of ihe basis of the navy beyond 
its present extent; but he stated that difficulties in- 
terposed to a redecticn of the present force. 

Mr. MERIWETHER desired permission to ex- 
plain the grouad on which his proposition to reduce 
was predicated. The increase, over and above the 
a nount required for 1841, exceeded eight millions 


-0f dollars; and the cause assigned for this increase 
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was, mainly, the support and maintenance of the 
home squadron; but that was already provided for, 
$789,000 having been appropriated for that pur- 
pose. The amount unexpended of that appropria- 
tion, and another available balance on hand on the 
lst of January last, was a greater amount of 
money, subject to be appropriated, than the sum 
by which he now proposed te reduce this appropri- 
ation, 

Mr. MASON said it would be found that the 
sum appropriated for the home squadron had been 
merged in the estimates submitted for the present 

ear. 

Mr. MERIWETHER said it was the very 
merging of that fund to which he objected, the 
money having been appropriated for a specific pur- 

ose. f 

Mr. MASON resumed. Ifthe amounts were thus 
blended, the practical difficulty to which he had 
referred would be much increased. 

Mr. ADAMS called the attention of the gentle- 
man from Ohio to the terms of the clause under 
consideration. It was appropriating a sum of mo- 
ney for the “ pay” of officers and men, whilst the 
pay for the officers and men of the home squadron 
‘was provided for. 

Mr. MASON again directed the attention of gen- 
tlemen to the reports to which he had before refer- 
red, which, to him, were perspicuous and clear; 
and there it would be seen that the Secretary had 
given credit for more than half a million of dollars 
on account of the home squadron. He*reiterated, 
then, in the face of these facts, that gentlemen 
would find it difficult to reduce the appropriation by 
the amount now proposed; nor was this the proper 
way to commence these reductions. 

Mr. GWIN expressed his concurrence in a pro- 
position which had been made yesterday, to lay 
aside this bill, and take up the bill for the reor- 
ganization of the navy; and, in the mean time, to 
pass a bill forthe temporary wants of the navy. 
There were circumstances which showed a loose- 
ness in the Navy Department; and before he voted 
away millions of dollars for the navy, he preferred 
to vote for its reorganization. Again, he desired 
thata revenue bill should be produced before these 
sums were appropriated; and he expressed his dis- 
satisfaction with the Committee of Ways and 
Means, in connexion with the delay attending the 
report of a revenue measure. He was aware 
that the ways and means were provided for this 
session by the loan bill; but ke trusted that course 
was not to become a precedent; in short, he hoped 
they should be able to dispense with a portion of 
the loan, and thereby save the country from so 
much of the debt about to be contracted. But if 
they were to continue thus to appropriate enor- 
mous sums, a large tariff measure would become 
necessary, and they should kave the responsibility 
thrown back upon them. 


He proceeded to remark that the amount now 


proposed was too large if we are not to have a war, 
and too small if war was to follow; and hence 
arose another argument for a postponement of this 
bill. If no war should ensue, he desired the home 
squadron to be directed to some valuable purpose; 
the steamships might be converted into’mail-pack- 
ets between Baltimore and New Orleans, with con- 
necting boats for the intermediate ports; and the 
other vessels might be profitably employed in asur- 
vey of the Gulf of Mexico, without any additional 
expenditures, as the necessary instruments were to 
be found unused in the departments. For these 
and many other reasons, he desired the postpone- 
ment of this bill; for he had no doubt that it might 
be found that the steamers, as mail-packets alone, 
would save the Government $100,000 per annum, 
and other advantages were presented which required 
ealm and mature consideration. 

Mr. EVERETT, of Vermont, said he thought 
the appropriations in this bill should be regulated 
by the bills which might hereafter be passed in re- 
lation to tha reorganization of the navy, and the 


| 


raising of revenue. It was, he thought, difficult to - 


ascertain why there should be an increase of as 
muchas $800,000 upon the appropriations of last 
year, since-there was no act of Congress authoriz- 
ing an increase of the navy. It appeared. that 
there had been many appointments and promotions 
during the past year. The number of captains had 
increased 13, commanders 41, lieutenants 40, sur- 
geons 10; passed assistant surgeons decreased 6, 
and assistant surgeons decreased 2. The increase 

pursers was 11, passed midshipmen 92, mid- 
shipmen 188; and the whole net increase 214 offi- 
cers. The petty officers, also, had increased; and 
he wished the Secretary had furnished the House 
with an abstract, showing the whole increase 
throughout the service. From the information he 
had, he took it that the increase called for an addi- 
tional appropriation of about $600,000.. There 
was no law limiting the appointments in the navy. 
These officers had been appointed by the Execu- 
tive, and he thought it would be unjust to permit 
them to go without their pay, which they were ex- 
pecting. In the army the number of officers was 
limited by law, and he hoped a similar regulation 
would be introduced in the navy, and the discre- 
tion taken away from the President. 

Mr. GAMBLE; after enlogizing the benefits to 
be derived from the navy, expressed himself in fa- 
vor of limiting the number of officers who were to 
command it. He thought there might, perhaps, 
have been an unnecessary increase of officers; yet 
there were circumstances during the past year, 
which justified the Executive in increasing the num- 
ber of officers. Prepared with the materiel, our 
couniry would always be ready to meet any emer- 
gency of war that might arise. It required time to 
make officers; and what (asked Mr. G.) was a navy 
without competent officers to command it. Men 
did not come into the world full-grown, and pre- 
pared for any service which might be assigned 
them. It was therefore wise policy to train them, 
in order that they might be skilful in the perform- 
ance of their duties. 

Mr. G. did not endorse all the propositions of the 
Secretary. Some of his suggestions were wise, and 
others not. As to the recommendation that we 
should have a splendid navy, half equal to that 
of the greatest naval power on earth, he was 
not willing to carry it out. Yet he would 
have the navy put upon a respectable footing. 
In proportion as our commerce advanced, as the 
interest of our country became more extended, as 
our navigation increased, so should the strength 
and power of our navy be increased. The com- 
merce of the United States now whitened every sea, 
and it was our policy to protect it. Was not our 
commerce on the coast of the Atlantic as much en- 
titled to protection as that in other parts of the 
world? Because many of our vessels were en- 
gaged at home on our own coast, was that any 
reason why they should not receive the protection 
of the Government as much as if they were in a 
foreign country? He (Mr. G.) considered the home 
squadron to be one of the best measures of the ex- 
tra sessicn of Congress. He was heartily in favor 
of it then, and his opinions to this day remained 
unchanged. When the President and the Secreta- 
ry of the Navy had increased the number of offi- 
cers, should he withhold his support? Let the law 
establishing the home squadron be repealed, if 
necessary; but let not supplies be refused to these 
men, now that they were in service. Should we 
keep them, and not pay their wages? retaining 
them in the navy, but not voting them the necessa- 
ries of life? Congress (thought Mr. G.) was bound 
to vote these men supplies. But, said some gen- 
tlemen, supplies were voted at the extra ses- 
sion. It was true that a large sum was 
voted; but so much as remained unexpend- 
ed had been accounted for by the Secretary, 
and carried to the surplus fund. it had been 
applied to the supplies for the present year. .The 
amount appropriated for the navy in 1841 was 
$6,072,541, At the extra session, there appeared 


to-be a prospect of war. British steamers'were 
constantly navigating our coasts, and it was said 
they were construeted in such a manner as.to: be 
immediately converted into men-of-war to operate 
against our people. Nor. did we yet know what 
would be the result of the negotiation in relation 
to the difficulties with the English Government; It 
might be successful in bringing about an amicable 
understanding, or it might not. There was: bo 
certainty in the matter. Was this, then, the time 
to disarm? Should not the navy be kept on a:re- 
spectable footing? He(Mr. G.) thought there was 
ample scepe for the employment of a home squad- 
ron, and especially.in defending the long liné of 
Southern coast. This country had near four thous- 
and miles of coast exposed;. and if this squadron 
could not be employed in defending it from foreign. 


_aggression, it might still render service to the reve~ 


nue department of the Government. The present 
was the wrong time to commence retrenching the 
navy. ions 
He would, rather than bave it cut down, de wil- 
ling to see it supported at the expense of the army. 
It was true, the country was in debt and its Treas- 
ury exhausted; but what was that to a young and 
vigorous nation like ours? The energies of the 
people would soon replenish the Treasury. They 
would willingly submit to a tariff, in order to have 
their country protected. ‘Taking into consideration 
the home squadron, the appropriation was not 
larger now than last gear; and he thought it 
would be unwise to reauce the amount until the 
law should be passed curtailing the service. Some- 


- times it happened that the expenditures exceeded, 


and at others did not reach, the appropriations. 
He thought it wasbetter to appropriate too much 
than too little, since every dollar would have to be 
accounted for. Mr. G. said for these reasons. he 
should support the bill. 

Mr. PENDLETON said he could not under- 
stand why so much money was now wanted for the 
home squadron. Ifthe estimates for 1841 were 
accurate, there was no need of any further appro- 
priation to that object. He found, in the. table 
submitted by the Secretary, that. $742,000 appro- 
priated toward the home. squadron remained un- 
expended on the 31st of December last. When: it 
was asked what had become of it, gentlemen said 
it was applied toward the supplics: of the navy. 
Now, he thought the Secretary had not the power 
to merge appropriations for one object isto an- 
otber. f 

Mr. FILLMORE said that the appropriations 
of one year, which remained unexpended, lay 
over to the next. There lay over from 1840 
to 1841, of unexpended appropriations, $17,000,000; 
though large sums were often termed appropria- 
tions for such a year, the practical operation was 
for them to be expended during the greater part of 
the next year. No appropriation, however, could 
be expended after two years, when it went to the 
surplus fund, and bad to be re-appropriaicd. | 

Some conversational debate, not distinctly heard, 
owing to the noise and confusion in the hall, took 
place between Messrs. MERIWETHER, McKAY, 
FILLMORE, and PENDLETON; after which, the 
committee rose and reported progress. f 

Mr. MERIWETHER offered a resolntion, 
which was adopted, calling upon the Secretary of 
the Navy fortheamount of the appropriation towards 
the home squadron remaining unexpended; and, 
also, whether aay portion of the money appto- 
priated to the home squadron has -been applied to 
other objecis. ` 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. : 
Tuurspay, May 19, 1842. 

Mr. ALLEN desired to correct an error in a re- 
port, which had been made in one of the papers of 
this city, of the debate upon the Rhode Island mat- 
ter. He would say, however, in justice to the ye- 
“porters, that he did not rise with any Y of cen 
suring them. He believed the position they oogus 


“pied rendered it impossible for’ 
“uietly every thing that was said in the Senate, and, 
“under thése circumstances, it wasnot-to be expect- 
ed'that the debates could be reported. with perfect 
‘accuracy. With regard fo himself, he was not ac- 
eustomed to correct any reports of his own speech- 
“es, except such as Were published-in pamphlet form, 
“He was’ therefore subject ordinarily, like ‘every 
‘other Senator, to be misunderstood and misrepre- 
‘sented, without any fault on the partof the report- 
vers: His purpose at present was merely to correct 
ithat partiof the report published in a newspaper in 
‘this city; entitled: the Madisonian, which related 
‘particularly to himself.’ He was made in that re- 
portto say, that ‘as one ‘branch of the Govern- 


‘ment had acted in the matter, it was high time for 


“another body to act.” So far, it was correct; but the 
“Yeport went on to attribute to him this sentence : 
“He was willing to bear the consequences of a 
«civil. war.” He had uttered no such words. What 
he bad said was, that-he was ready to bear all the 
<Fesponsibility which his course in relation to this 
question entailed-upon him. There was another 
: brief passage, in which the Senator from South 
‘Carolina opposite [Mr. Preston] was made to say,. 
in-reference to him, (Mr. ALLEN,) “ You will make 
a civil war.”. He (Mr. ALLEN) was not aware 
that the Senator had said any such thing. If so, it 
‘must have been sotto voce, and not intended to: be 

- “heard beyond those immediately about him. If 

“such an expression had been heard by him, it as- 
Stiedly would not have been permitted to pass 
without notice. He did not think that the Sena- 
tor had been correctly reported, because he did not 
-believe that he would impute to any Senator, or to 
“any. citizen of thiscountry, a desire of promoting a 
civil war. He wascertain the Senator never in- 

tended to impute to him any such motives. 


Mr. PRESTON, after having read the passage 


- alluded to, said, whatever expression he might have, 


used—and he certainly did use some expression— 
it was not addressed to the Senator from Ohio; and 
he certamly had not supposed that it would have 
“attracted any atteation. Te believed that both 
‘gentences had been misreported, and that attributed 
to him was evidently predicated upon the expres- 
‘sioa attributed to the Senator from Ohio. He be- 
lieved that the expression he had used was to the 
effect that the course pursued by the Senator was 
ealon ated to produce a civil war. The honorable 
Senator did him no more than justice in saying 
that he had no disposition to impute to any Sena- 
tor improper motives, or to exceed the rules of par- 
Jiamentary courtesy and decorum. 

Mr. ALLEN revlied, that what the honorable 
Sevaior had said was no more than he had a right 
to expect from him, and of course the explanation 
was entirely satisfactory. With respect to any 
thing he had done in the Senate, or elsewhere, in 
relation to the Rhode Island affair, and whether 
good or ill was likely to result from it, was a mat- 
ter of which the country would judge; and any ex- 
Pression of opinion with regard to it on the part of 
any honorable Senator, was of course Strictly par- 
liamentary. ` j ee 

Mr. HUNTINGTON presented a petition from 
the children of Andrew Colburn, deceased, pray- 
ing for a pension: referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana, from the Committee 
on Public Lands, to which had been referred a bill 
to authorize the citizens of Lake county, Illinois, 
to enter a tract of land for the site of a seat of jus- 
tice, reported the same back with an amendment, 

The bill as amended was then read, 

Mr. YOUNG observed, that he would be glad, 
if the chairman of the Committee on Public Lands 
had no objection, that the bill should now be ad- 
vanced on its passage. He knew of nothing to ob- 
stractit. The citizens of the county were extremely 
anxious to commence their public buildings as early 
as possible this season, and oniy waited the passage 
of the bill to proceed with the work. 

Mr. KING asked the chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands for an explanation of the na- 
ture of the change, 
© Mr. SMITH stated that the county commission- 
is, appointed under the general law, proceeded to 

ile the county seat; after which; a vote was- 


“them tó hear dis- 


should remain as lecatéd by the commissioners, or 
be removed to another location, selected by them- 


| ‘selves. Thére was a majority of votes for the re- 
moval to the quarter section which was the subject - 
of this bill. The county had paid into the land of- _ 


fice the minimum price forthe land, and wanted 
the patent; but the commissioners, having once per- 
formed their duty, did not conceive they were au- 
thorized to actagain. The object of: this bill was 


tõ authorize the issue of thepa tent, and the amend- 


ment provides for the surrender to the land cffice 
of the former selection. -> 

The bill was then reported back from the com- 
mittee of the whole, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading.. 

Mr. KING called the atiention of the chairman 
of the Committee on the Judiciary to the subject @f 
the bill referred to that committee some months 
ago, relating to the reorganization of the circuits 
of the district courts of the United States. It was 
extremely desirable that some speedy action should 
be taken on the subject. There was not a mem- 
ber of Congress from the Western and Southern 
States who did not know that serious inconvenience 
was hourly experienced, both by the suitors and the 
officers of the courts themselves, in consequence of 
the manifest physical impossibility of some of the 
judges getting through the duties imposed upon 
them. He-stated many of these, communicated to 
him by Judge McKinley; and pointed out the 
pressing necessity for the passage of the bill. He 
begged to know what progress had been made in 
the matter by the Judiciary Committee, ` 

Mr. BERRIEN, in reply, stated that the atten- 
tion of the Senate was called to the subject some 
days ago by the Senator from Arkansas; and this 
very morning the cemmitiee had had it under con- 
sideration, The committee entertain a most anx- 
ious desire to adjust the matter, but find it diffi- 
cult to de so; and had come io the conclusion of 
simply reporting the bill, without any recommend- 
ation; leaving the subject entirely in the hands of 
the Senate for action, according to the best lights 
which should be ‘hrown upon it under discussion. 
As the committee was now sitting from day to 
day, he was in hopes of being able to report back 
the bill in a day or two. 

Pending resolutions being next in order, 

Mr. ALLEN hoped his Rhode Island resolutions 
would be taken up and disposed of. 

The CHAIR observed that the resolution of the 
Senator from Maryland was first in order. 

Mr. MERRICK observed that his resolution had 
been for some length of time in arrear. It was 
one of great importance as a rule of action for the 
guidance of the Senate in future. It was desirable 
that a proper understanding should exist as to the 
internal business of the Senate in committees and 
in executive session, 

Mr. BENTON made a few remarks not dis- 
tinctly heard; but he was understood to say that 
there was not such pressing necessity for the dis- 
cussion ef this resolution as for those in relation to 


`- Rhode Island. 


The resolution was then read, as follows: 


Resolved, 'That all the letters of recommendation, and other 
papers, or information touching or concerning any nomination 
for office pending before the Senate, which may be sent or com- 
municated by the President of the United States, or any chief 
executive officer, to the Senate, or any of its committees, shall 
beheld and deemed to be confidential communications, within 
the meaning of the thirty-eighth rule for conduciing the busi- 
hess of the Senate; but allsuch papers, when communicated to 
a committee, shall, after the decision of the question to which 
they relate, be returned to the proper department of the Gov- 
ernment, and not placed upon the files of the Senate, unless so 
expressly ordered by the Senate, 


The question pending being on Mr. McRozrrrs’s 
amendment to strike out all after the word Resolved, 
and insert: 

“That, in all cases of nomination made by the Presidenito 
the Senate, for the appointment of officers of the United States, 


the Senate will proceed to consider and decide on said nomina. 
tions with open doors.” 


Mr. McROBERTS observed that, independent 
of any particular case which might have called 
forth this resolution, it was his purpose to support 
his amendment upon’ principle. He viewed the 
whole subject as a question whether this Govern- 
ment should proceed in its public duties under a 
veil of secrecy, or in open day and in the presence 
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tåken öfthe inhabitants whether ihe county. seat 


— 


of those most interested‘in its acon. The duty of 


confirming: or-frejecting Executive nominations. was 
as much a public dnty of the Senate.as that of 
legislation. It was of as much importance to the 
country to know all about ils public officers ag 
about. the proceedings of legislation. He spoke 
only of the action of the Senate itself with respect 
to nominations. If the Executive thought it necese 
sary. to:consider cem munications made to him, or 
tote departments, confidential, the parties making 
them so requesting, he had no objection to make. 
These might guide his nominations; but the Senate 
should, on its part, act on its own responsibility, 
and in open view, and with open discussion of the 
documents laid before it in support of such nomi- 
nations. The effect of this would, in every re- 
spect, be salutary. Instead of encouraging private 
slanders, and assaults in the dark on men’s charac- 
ters and motives, just charges would be made 
openly, because well founded; and if those which 
were unjust were preferred, the accused would have 
redress in the open vindication of his character or 
motives. 

Mr. LINN took oceasion of a pause in the 
Senator’s remarks to say, that probably it would 
auswer his purpose as well to discuss the matter 
more fully to-morrow morning, which he evidently 
could not now do, as it was near one o’clock, when 
the general orders would be called. - If, therefore, 
the Senator would have no objection to allow the 
subject to be passed over intormally, he would 
make a motion to that effect, 

Mr. McROBERTS assented; and the subject 
being passed over, 

Two bills were taken up and read twice, and 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

The general orders then brought up, as in com- 
mittee of the whole, the unfinished business of 
yesterday, being the further consideration of the 
dill to refund to Major General Andrew Jackson 
the fine imposed on ‘him by Judge Hall at New 
Orleans in 1815. j 

The question pending was on the amendment 
of the Senator from Mississippi, [Mr. Huxpzrsow,] 
as modified by the Senator from Louisiana, (Mr. 
Barrow.] f 

The amendment was as follows, the modification 
being within brackets: Bey 

“Provided, always, That nothing in this act shall be con- 
strued to be an expression of the opinion of Congress‘as to the 
legality of the proceedings of the judge in inflicting the fine, 
[or of the want of patriotism or fidelity of the citizens of New 
Orleans;] but that this shall be deemed and taken to be an ade 
ditional expression of the sense of Congress of the high con- 
sideration in which they hold the achievement of General Jack- 
son in the defence of New Orleans, and of the services rendered 


by him and his companions in arms on that memorable oc 
casion.” 


Mr. ALLEN addressed the Senate for nearly an 
hour in opposition to the amendment, and in sap- 
port of the original bill; stigmatizing, in eloquent 
and forcible terms, all attempts to qualify, by pro- 
visoes, a simple act of national justice. He point- 
ed out the impossibility that a` man of such high 
principles, and of so. much sensitiveness as Gene- 
ral Jackson, in all that relates to his honor and 
character, could accept a grant qualified by any 
suck proviso as that contained in this amendment, 
He repudiated the idea that General Jacksaa's 
friends could vote for the bill so amended. How- 
ever willing he was to absolve the movers and 
supporters of the amendment from any motive to 
disparage General Jackson’s fair fame, so glori- 
ously won at New Orleans, the. whole country 
would look upon this bill, if thus amended, as an 
implied declaration of censure on the part of Con- 
gress. . 

Mr. SEVIER called for a division of the 
tion on the amendment. 

The original amendment was then read, and the 
modification separately. 

A general wish seemed to prevail that the call 
for a division of the question should be withdrawn. 

Mr. SEVIER accordingly withdrew his motion, 

Mr. PRESTON was inclined to favor the call of 
the Senator from” Arkansas for a division of . the 
question. For his own part, he could not support 
the modification, because he thought it was an un- 
necessary embarrassment of the subject; Congress 
having already pronounced, in the most emphatic 
manner, its approbation of the conduct of the citi- 


ques- 


zens of New Orleans. ‘But he was willing to vote 
for the-amendment, although not at first inclined to 
think: it. necessary.. However; as the. subject had 
been'so much agitated, he thought it might be ex- 
pedient to affirm that Congress, in making this 
grant, did not mean to express any opinion of the 
legality of the transactions which occasioned the 


ine. 

Mr. BARROW withdrew the modification he had 
made to the amendment of the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi, [Mr. Henperson,] though not for the rea- 
sons assigned by the Senator from South Carolina, 
{Mr. Presron.] But he had consulted with friends 
near him, whose knowledge and experience were 
entitled to his consideration, and, at their suggestion, 
as well-as under the conviction that the citizens of 
New Orleans stood in no need of this reassertion of 
their fidelity, he had consented to recall his modifi- 
cation. 

“Mr. CONRAD expressed his concurrence in 
what had fallen from his colleague, [Mr. Barrow.] 

Mr. BARROW desired to express more definite- 
ly what he had said with regard to Gen. Jackson 
being justified in what he had done.. His expres- 
sion was, that General Jackson had. good grounds 
for suspecting that treachery or disaffection existed. 
‘What he meant was, that General Jackson con- 
ceived he had good reason to suspect that such was 
the case; not thathe had direct evidence, but good 
reason for suspicion. ; 

Mr. WOODBURY referred to the fact, that, as 

early as the August preceding the events, General 
Jackson had official communications from the Gov- 
ernor of the State, affecting even the Legislature 
itself; but in February, the evidence of disaffection 
upon which he acted was not against citizens of 
New Orleans, or citizens of the State—it was 
against foreigners and strangers, who had no citi- 
zenship, and were not entitled to any. They were 
mostly Frenchmen, throwing themselves upon the 
protection of the French consul, from whom they 
procured certificates of their nativity. 
_. Mr. HENDERSON had, of course, no objection 
to the recall of the modification to his amendment. 
He would even be glad if the latter part of the 
amendment itself could be divested of what seemed 
to be exceptionable to some gentlemen, though sin- 
cerely designed by him as an additional expression 
of approbation on the part of Congress. 

The amendment, as divested ofthe modification, 
was then read; and the question was. put on its 
adoption; when, 

Mr. TAPPAN rose, and, in a strain of very 


l strong atgument, showed that there was no neces- - 


sity whatever for any amendment of the bill at all, 
to effect the odject which the gentlemen opposite 
professed to have in view. The bill said nothing 
about Judge Hall, or the legatity or illegality of his 
proceedings; it-simply restored to General Jackson 
a sum of money which it was a national dishonor 
to keep in the Treasury. Whatever might be the 
motives for such an amendment, there was obvi- 
ously no necessity; and the effect would be to de- 
feat the bill, and deny a simple act of national jus- 


ice. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut took a similar view 
of the subject. The facts of the case were few 
and easily understood. General Jackson’s duty to 
his country required him to do what he did. Be- 
cause he did. what circumstaaces demanded he 
should do, he had the approbation and gratitude 
of the whole country. Had he neglected to per- 
form that duty, he would bave received universal 
condemnation. Inthe performance of such a duty, 
if he suffered a loss, it was unjustly, and the injus- 
tice would be heightened by any qualification of the 
restitution. 

The question was then taken by yeas and nays 


on Mr. Hunpzrson’s amendment, and decided in |} 


the negative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Clayton, 
Conrad, Crittenden, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Man- 
gum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Preston, Simmons, 
Sprague, White, and Woodbridge—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alien, Archer, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, Sevier, 
Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Sturgeon, Tappan, 
Walker, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young 
mR 


The bill was then reported back to the Senate, 
Mr, ARCHER spoke for a considerable time 


in opposition’ ‘to. the ‘bill. Inthe course of his re- 
marks, he -eulogized General Jackson for his mili- 
tary services, butcondemned his civil policy and 


~ general conduct, depicting him as 2 man, in power, 


who. disregarded both laws.and Constitution. He 
thought the fine necessarily inflicted in vindication 
of the majesty of the law; and, however willing he 
might be 10 vote him a munificent donation for his 
military services, he could not vote for this bill, to 
restore him a fine legally imposed. 

Mr. LINN made a fèw eloquent remarks in an- 
-swer to the Senator from Virginia. He conceived 
the Senator had made a false issue. This was not 
a question of legal right—it was one of simple jus- 
tice. That justice was due to General Jackson; 
and the question was, Would the nation, for whom 
he performed this serviee, render him a simple act 
of justice ? 

Mr. BAYARD, after some remarks pointing out 
the necessity which he conceived existed for a dis- 
tinct denial on the part of Congress of any inten- 
tion to express an opinion with regard to the judi- 
cial proceedings, or the legal question growing out 
of the declaration of martial law, moved the fol- 
lowing amendment: 

Strike out all after the enacting clause, and-insert— 

“That there be remitted and refunded to General Andrew 
Jackson, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise ap- 
proptiated, the amount of a fine and costs imposed upon him 
by the district court of the United States for the district of Lou- 
isiana, for an alleged contempt of court, with interest, at the 
rate of six per centum per annum: Provided always, That 
this act shall not be construed as an expression of the opinion 
of Congress upon any judicial proceeding or legal question 
growing out of the declaration of martial law by General Jack: 
son during the defence of New Orleans.” 

On this amendment the yeas and nays were de- 
manded, and ordered. 

The question was then taken, and resulted as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messis. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Clayton, 
Conrad, Crittenden, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, 
Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Rives, Simmons, 
Smith Ma Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, White, and Wood- 
bridge —23. : y 

NA YS Messrs. Allen, Archer, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Crafts, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, 
Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wil- 
cox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—22. 

And se the amendment was adopted. 

The question was then taken on ordering the bill 
as amended to be engrossed for a third reading; on 


which 

Mr. TALLMADGE called for the yeas and 
nays; and they were ordered, and resulted as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Barrow, Bayard, Berrien, Clayton, Conrad, 
Evans, Graham, Henderson, Mangum, Merrick, Porter, 
Preston, Rives, Smith of Indiana, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, 
and Woodbridge—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Bagby, Bates, Benton, 
Buchanan, Ca'houn, Crafts, Cuthhert, Fulton, King, Linn; 
McRoberts, Miller, Morehead, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, 
Tappan, Walker, White, Wilcox, Williams, Woodson, and 
Young—24. : 

And so the bill was refused to be engrossed, and 
was lost. 

Mr, WHITE moved the Senate to go into ex- 
ecutive session, which was agreed to; and 

The Senate aceordingly went into executive ses- 
sion; and, after some time spent therein, ad- 
journed. è 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuourspay, May 19, 1842. 

Mr. LITTLEFIELD, of Maine, presented the 
petition of Oliver P. Stephens and ten others, of 
Livermore, Maine, for an increase of the tariff; 
which was referred to the Committee on Manu- 
factures. 

Mr. J. C. CLARK, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, reported in fevor of printing the 
charts of the late survey of the bay of St. Joseph, 
and the ship inlet in the Mississippi sound. The 
report was agreed to; and the committee was di- 
rected to inquire into ihe cost of engraving or lith- 
egraphing the same, so as to arcertain the cheapest 
mode. , 

Mr. FILLMORE submitted a resolution to ter- 
minate debate on the navy appropriation bill on 
Friday, at 1 o’clock. 

Mr. ARNOLD said Friday and Saturday were 
private bill days, and the private calendar had 
scarcely had its due attention this sessions he 


hoped, therefore, the gentleman frem New York 


-would either:fix to-day--for the termination of:the — 
- Asbate,.or extend it'to Monday,se tbat the private 


Dill days might-not be: interfered: with% ; 
“Mr. FILLMORE: intimated that he had no wish 
to occupy the time due to the private. calendar; 
buthe would.leave the House -to dispose of :the 
subject. - tele Cu Has Sid à 
Mr. ARNOLD then moved so: to amend«the 
resolution, as-to fix Monday next for the termina- 


- tion of debate. : 


Mr. FILLMORE moved the previous question. 

The amendment was agreed to; and the question 
recurred on the resolution as.amended; on which 
the ayes and noes were taken, on the motion of - 
Mr. STEENROD, as follows: ayes 87, noes-78;- 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the House resolve 
itself into a Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union; which was agreed to, and Mr, Cur- 
FORD resumed the chair. ` * : 


Mr. McKAY resumed the debate‘on Mr. Ment. 
WETHER’s amendment to the first sectidn of the 
navy appropriation bill; and he was understooi 
amidst much noise and confusion, ‘to take’: 
sory: view of the legislative enactments jm 
provision forthe navy, from the year 180 {to the 
present period, specifying the number’ of officers 
and men for whom, at each successive Session, 
provision was made, for the purpose of showing 
that the Executive Department had not unlimited 
discretion as to the number of officers and men 
to be employed, as they were fixed by act of Con- 
gress. This, too, was the course pursued in’ the 
legislation of Great Britain, where estimates 
were submitted, and those estimates were not 
exceeded. Here the President sent in his state- 
ment of the number of vessels of various ‘classes 
which he deemed it necessary to employ, 
and the complement of officers and men was 
readily ascertained by the settled table of the 
department, which fixed the number; and if the 
President exceeded the number, he perpetrated’ a 
wrong; and the toleration of such au exerdise of 
authority was a surrender to the President of an- 
undue power over the Treasury of the country. 
That the President had thus exercised or assumed 
an authority which he ought not to possess, the hoti- 
orable gentleman was understood to affirm, He 
next proceeded to show that, while Congress had 
given the President authority to employ two frigates 
as part of the home squadron, he had substituted a 
razee; by which a difference was created in the 
expenditures for pay and subsistence of $30,000: 
forthe complement of thé Independence was.six 
hundred and ten, and forty marines—making. six 
hundred and fifty; while the complement of the 
frigates was but four hundred and seventy, The 
honorable gentleman illustrated his positions at 
great length, and quoted a large mass of statistics 
and documents in support of them. 

Was it proper, then, he inquired, that this appro- 
priation should be made? He (Mr. McKay) 
shoulé vote to reduce the appropriation; ‘and he 
should vote, also, to reduce the number of vessels ` 
in commission: for he could see nothing to justify 
the increase which had been made. Was there 
any thing in our foreign relations to justify. i? 
He thought not. . 

He next alluded to the recommendation of the 
Secretary of the Navy to increase our navy up to 
one-half the number in the service of Great. Brit- 
ain. Did the committee know of what the navy 
of Great Britain consisted? She had five hundred 
and seventy-eight vessels of all deseriptions, mount- 
ing eighteen thousand guns, at an expenditure ex- 
ceeding five million pounds sterling. The honora- 
ble gentleman gave minute details on this subject, 
and also of the relative cost of guns in Great Brit- 
ain and America. a 

In reference to a remark made in the course of 
the debate by a geptieman from Massachusetts, 
[Mr. Cusuine,] that the home squadron would give 
active service to officers on shore wailing ordere, 
(and on this branch of the subject be thought Cone . 
gress was practised upon at ihe extra sessicn, when 
they were induced to believe that the home squad- 
ron would not increase the number of officers,) he 
said, in the year 1841 there were 190 officers on 
shore waiting orders; and in 1842, the home squadron 
having beea called into the service of the country 


“for the employment of these officers, there were 230, | 
for whom appropriations must be made. „He then 
éntered into’a comparison of the navies of Great 
“Britain-and of: America, and of. the expenditures - 
for officers waiting orders or on-half-pay; pointed 
out how they were distributed, and om what sta- 
tions, with the nomber of guns employed on each; 
-and contrasted. the policy of the present with late 
Administrations,—-the ` oné being tò- accumulate 
Materials, and ‘vessels om stocks ready to launch 
in case of necessity; while the policy of the present 
Administration was to put the vessels. afloat. 
so Again: he deemed. it unnecessary ‘to keep the 
‘war complement. on the vessels afloat in time of 
peace. . Ele.showed, by details, the course pursued 
by.Great Britain in’ this respect. And, amongst a 
number of illustrations, he. stated, that while the 
‘war complement of the Royal Adelaide was 800, 
she had’ on board actually but 200. . 

He deemed the naval force of 1840 sufficient for 
this country, and to that he was desirous to return; 
and for this reason he should support the amend- 
ment. And, besides, the appropriation for the home 

Squadron was for the pay and subsistence of those 
vessels for one year; whereas some of them had not 
been put into commission before the present year, 
If, however, further appropriations should be re- 
quired for the home squadron, he had no doubt that 
n Congress would make a sufficient. provision when 
the necessity. arose. 


The honorable gentleman spoke at great length, 

“ and gave details (which we have not ventured to 
Teport; in the hurried manner in which our meagre 

„analysis is necessarily written) of exceeding value; 
the-whole of which, with the commentaries thereon, 
may be published hereafter, in a complete report of 
the honorable gentleman’s speech, 

The committee then called for the “question;” 
and it was moved and ordered that tellers should be’ 
appointed. Mr. W. Burtzr and Mr. A. V. 
Brown were the tellers; and they reported 72 in 
the affirmative, and 53 in the negative; whereby 
the: reduction of the appropriation was agreed to. 

_. Mr, TRIPLETT then offered the following 
amendment: : p 
“Provided, That no partofthesum hereby appropriated shall 
be applied to the pay and emoluments of any officer who has 
been, or may hereafter be, suspended from service during the 
term of such suspension, or whe shall have rendered no service 
for the period of five years, unless such absence from service 
shall have been caused by sickness, or wounds received in the 
service of the United States. 

Mr. T. said he desired the sentence of a court- 
martial suspending an officer from the service to 
Operate as a punishment, as was intended. At 
present, however, when an officer was suspended 
from the service, it was any thing else but a pun- 
ishment. It gave him a recreation—relieved him 
from duty, without taking away any of his emolu- 

` ments. In one case, the President had overruled 
‘the decision of the court-martial, taking away the 
officér’s pay, and allowed it to him. The latter 
“part of bis amendment contemplated action in re- 
dation to those officers who had been five years 
rendering no serviee whatever to the country, but 
living as pensioners upon its bounty. As he was 
a practical man, and willing to take what he could 
get, he left it discretionary with the Executive to 
permit any officer to remain five years unemployed, 
though he shouid prefer a shorter limit. 


After some conversation between Messrs. C. 
BROWN, McKEON, and ‘TRIPLETT, as to the 
effect of the amendment, 


Mr. CUSHING obtained the floor. Without 
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though it: might-deem-suspension disgrace enough, 
must'add the further punishment of taking away 
the officer’s pay. He ‘had-another objection to the 
amendment... -At present, the President had power 
torevise the sentence of a court-martial,and to 
confirm or reverse-it.. This amendment repealed 
the pardoning power of. the President; and, he 
thought, we had no power. whatever to repeal this 
power, which was given him by the Constitution. 
These were his objections to the amendmentin sub- 
stance: he further-objected to it, that it was not in’ 
order. : 

The CHAIR decided the amendment to be in or- 
der. 

Mr. PROFFIT took an appeal from the decis- 
ion of the Chair. 

The CHAIR said there were two rules of the 
House, which it might be supposed sanctioned the 
opinion that this amendment was not in order. The 
50th rule provided that no motion or proposition dif- 
fering from the subject under discussion should be 
received. It was plain that this rule did not apply, 
inasmuch as the amendment did not differ in char- 
acter from the bill before the committee. The 76:h 
rule provided that no appropriation should be made 
for any expenditure not authorized by an existing 
law. If this amendment appropriated money not 
authorized by law, it would not be inorder. But 
it did not: it simply proposed a proviso or limita- 
tion to an appropriation. 

‘Mr. MALLORY suggested that it was not in or- 
der to propose an amendment which repealed an 
existing law. Atpresent, the President had- the 
pardoning power, which this amendment proposed 
to take away from him. ; 

Upon taking the question, the decision of the 
Chair was sustained by the committee, — 

Mr. McKEON said he had serious objections to 
the adoption of this amendment. It interfered 
with the pardoning power of the President, and was 
therefore, in that respect, wrong. He knew the 
objects desired to be attained by it were desirable ; 
yet this was not the way in which they were to be 
accomplished. 


It frequently happened that the court-martial 
declared an officer guilty, and yet refused to sus- 
pend him without pay. Must Congress: say they 
are always to be starved for offences not deemed 
grave enough to require dismission from the ser- 
vice? Could they go into other employment? The 
President, he thought, should have the power to 
remit the sentence, and restore officers to their com- 
missions. On men who had no means of support 


but their pay, the operation of this amendment - 


would be peculiarly hard in such cases. He was 
aware that many plausible reasons had been sug- 
gested for the adoption of this amendment ; yet he 
putt to gentlemen to say whether an appropria- 
tion bill should assert that the President should not 
have power to remit a senience passed by a court- 
martial. f 

The Jatter part of the amendment applied to the 
sick and wounded, and excepted them from its op- 
eration. Were there not others who were equally 
entitled to exemption? There were many superan- 
nuated officers entitled to the consideration of the 
Government. Suppose a man had fought the bat- 
tles of his country, and been in service for a long 
series of years, and does not become sick or wound- 
ed, but merely disabled by age: wouid he be less 
entitled to protection on that account? There were 
many men who had served through the last war, 
and done good service to their country; and he was 
Opposed to any provision which would exclude 
them, in their old age, from its bounty. For these 
reasons, he should vote against the amendment. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD approved of the first part 
of the amendment, but not the last; and said he 
should ask for a division of the question, or, before 
he sat down, move to strike out the latter portion. 
Ho objected to it, because it excluded superannua- 
ted individuals, for which class of publie servants 
he felt the warmest sympathies. After they had 
worn out their lives in the service of the country, 
he thought it wrong to turn them out upon the 
world or upon charity, 

He should cheerfally vote for the first clause of 
the amendment, because he believed it to be called 
for by the wants of the service. It had been met 


with a constitutional objection. ,Jnasmuch as-he 
had himself been accused of meddling too much 
with constitutional questions, he was glad this one 
came from tbe other side of the House. . Was this 
objection a difficulty with the House at this time? 
He thought not. It was said the amendment de- 
prived the President of the pardoning power: 
How? Suppose the House refused to permit pun- 
ishment; the President would have nothing to par- 
don. ` Suppose the Jaw giving a man thirty-nine 
lashes was altered,.and the number of lashes fixed 
at twenty: would this be taking away the pardon- 
ing power from the President? _ Suppose you im- 
posed a novel punishment acting upon the senti- 
ments of the man; or a mulet; or imprisonment; 
or all three of these united. If one of these three 
punishments were taken away, would it not be 
Strange to say that it took away the power of the 
President to pardon? Suppose all were abolished 
but the imprisonment: would it not leave the pow- 
er of pardon to the President? Thus, he argued, 
to take.away the half-pay allowed during an off- 
cer’s suspension, would not be taking away the 
President’s power to pardon. 

If men were deprived of their command and 
suspended from the service, he thought they should 
also be deprived of their pay. He cited the case 
of Commodore Elliott, who was suspended for 
four years, and yet received full pay during the 
whole period. Gentlemen said the moral degra. 
dation of suspension was sufficient punishment, 
without loss of pay in addition. It was also said 
that its effect would be to drive men from the navy 
to other avocations; that officers would have 
the alternative presented to them, of quitting the 
service altogether, or of submitting to great per- 
sonal deprivation. He was in favor of presenting 
them this alternative, if they would degrade them- 
selves whilst-in the navy. He would have this 
held up to them asa stimulus to the exertions of 
the officers whilst on duty. They would then see 
the consequences of conviction by a court-martial, 
and would become convinced, practically, that un 
der its sentence they must either quit the service 
or hold on without pay. To his mind, the fact 
that an officer retained his place in the navy, 
and drew pay during suspension from its service, 


i Was conclusive evidence that he was unworthy, 


and actuated by motives of pelf alone. He wished 
to get clear of all such officers, and, therefore, 
hoped the amendment would prevail. 


Mr. FILLMORE expressed himself in favor of 


- the object of the amendment; but as he understood 


its effects, it would only deprive the officers under 
suspension from any benefit they might receive 
from the present appropriation bill, but would not 
bar their claims hereafter. He did not think that 
officers under the sentence of suspension from a 
court-martial, and officers who had been five years 
without rendering any service, should receive pay; 
yet this amendment only said that they should not 
be paid out of the appropriations in the present 
bill. The Government was not thereby discharged 
from its obligation to pay them. ` He should, there- 
fore, vote against the. amendment in its present 
form, whilst he was in favor of it as a Standing 
law. 

Mr. PROFFIT said he was always disposed to 
treat every gentleman with proper respect in that 
hall. He had taken an appeal from the decision 
of the Chair, a few moments since, because he be- 
lieved it to be bis daty. The Chair had no doubt 
decided properly. He was aware that decisions 
were generally made to suit parties, and sustained 
accordingly, Yet he hoped we should not be en- 
gaged in making new laws, under the color of 
amendments to the appropriation bill. Some gentle. 
men seemed to be legislating as if President Tyler was 
the oniy President who would ever be in the United 
States. He sincerely hoped that gentlemen would 
not let their hostility to him induce them to make 
astab at the navy. We should, he hoped, have 
other Presidents—-many other good and great men; 
and he begged gentlemen not to unite together to 
break down the Constitution and laws because of 
their hostility to the President. 

Mr. P. commented on the remarks of the gentle- 
man from Kentucky [Mr. Unperwoop] in rela- 
tion to the officers of the nayy who had been sus- 


pended. . Was it right, he asked, to eal. them 


malefactors and condemned criminals, because, per-` 


haps, they might be-guilty of some small breach of 
discipline, involving no moral turpitude? The gal- 
lant. Porter was found guilty and suspended from 
the-service, and yet he ventured to assert that 99 
ont of 100.of the American people sustained him 
in the act for which he was suspended. Men who 
were the pride of the navy often commitied small 
offences and had to be suspended for a few months; 
yet they were termed malefactors. Mr. P. cited 
numerovs instances to show the hardship of de- 
priving.an officer of his pay for trifling cffences. 

The House had heard much about the lounging 
propensities of the officers, and their fondness for 
spending their time at the hotels, and in parading 
the avenue. This charge, he thought, came with 
an ill grace from members of this House, when 
there were so many always lounging about the city 
and elsewhere, At the last division there were but 
125 members present. Where were the remain- 
der, if they were not lounging? Yet these mem- 
bers of Congress talked of an officer if he came to 
spend a few days with his family !. When the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina [Mr. McKay] was 
making his able and eloquent speech this morning, 
where were all the members of the House? Sup- 
pose the people had comie into the galleries and 
seen these empty seats, would they not have in- 
quired where were their Representatives? 

Let us (said Mr. P.) correct the errors and 
abuses in the navy, which the officers themselves 
desire as much as anybody; but not term them 
malefactors, and regard them as condemned crimi- 
nals, whenever they are found guilty of violating 
the strict rules of the service. Upon the authority 
of a British officer, he declared that there was not 
in the world a navy whose officers stood so high as 
ours, and who, from midshipmen upward, pre- 
served such high-toned, gentlemanly, and chival- 
rous feeling. 


Mr. FERRIS commented upon the unlimited 
powers of couris-martial in the punishment of offi- 
cers violating the rules laid down for the govern- 
ment of the navy. When an officer was arraigned 
before the court-martial, whether the charges 
against him be grave or not, the court was clothed 
with the diseretionary power of punishing him asit 
saw fit, This was a power which might be much 
abused. In the ordinary tribunals of justice in the 
country, each offence is defined by law; and the dis- 
cretion of the judge in punishing is limited, accord- 
ing to the character of the offence. Yet a gallant 
officer of the navy was, at any time, exposed to 
the arbitrary discretion of a court-martial. He 
might be dismissed after thirty years’ service; and 
that, too, for the most trifling offence, or because 
his manners might not be popular; or, perhaps, on 
account of personal and political hostility. 

Were the naval code similar to the criminal code 
elsewhere, he should be willing to limit the discre- 
tion of -the Execntive as to the power of revising 
the decisions of courts-martial. Bat whilst it was 
in the power of a malicious court-martial to de- 
prive a meritorious and gallant officer of his place 
in the navy, he could not consent to abridge the 
power of the President to revise and correct its de- 
cisions. 

The effect of depriving a suspended officer of 
his pay, would be to punish all offences with dis- 
mission. There were many who were poor and 
depended on their pay. Without that, they must 
leave the service or starve. No discrimination 
would exist between high and low officers; and the 
consequence would be, that none but the rich could 
stand suspension. Another cireumstance, too, he 
would mention in palliation of suspension. Ft was 
often resorted io, merely to preserve the necessary 
discipline in the navy, when, in fact, no disgrace 
and no moral turpitude attached to the cfficer sus- 
pended. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL next addressed the 
committee against the adoption of the amendment. 
He cited the case of an officer who might be con- 
victed by a naval court-martial held in another 
quarter of the globe, and commented upon the 
hardship to which he would be subjected by being 
deprived of his pay, and left without the means of 
returning home, and with no way of maintaining 
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himself in a foreign country. He then adduced in- 
stances from ancient and modern history—the case 
of the Roman Dictator’s son, who: vanquished the 
Acqui and the Volsci, by violating the rules of the 
army, and who was put to death by his own father, 
in obedience to- military law—the case of Admiral 
Nelson at Copeshagen, when fighting the battles 
of England—the case of General Jackson (to 
which Mr. I. referred in eloquent terms) at New 
Orleans, when he resisted the mandate of a 
judge, and was fined, though the whole country 
pronounced him right; these and others he related, 
for the purpose of showing how often military men 
were placed in situations where they had to violate 
martial jaw, without any guilt, and often with 
manifest advantage to their country. He also ad- 
vocated’ the policy of supervising the decisions of 
courts-martial, which were not composed of techni- 
cal men, and which might often commit injustice. 
One great element in the superiority of Arthur Wel- 
lesley, (now Duke of Wellington,) as a general, con- 
sisted of his skill in revising and correcting the de- 
cisions of courts-martial; for evidence of which 
fact, Mr. I. referred to Napier’s History of the Pen- 
insular War. He concluded that to adopt this 
amendment would contribute greatly to the decline 
of the service, and its reduction from order into 
chaos. 


K 

Mr. HABERSHAM advocated similar views. 
He thought the effect of the amendment would be, 
that, in a great majority of cases, courts-martial, 
in consequence of the severity of the punishment, 
would not punish at all. Nor would this appro- 
priation deprive officers suspended of their pay. 
The Government would have to pay them here- 
after. 


By the practice adopted in the navy, the Secre- 
tary could order officers ia the service, or not, as he 
pleased. The latter portion of the amendment, 
therefore—that portion which forbids an officer 
from receiving pay who has been out of employ- 
ment for five years—placed it in his power, by re- 
fusing to order them into the service, to deprive 
them of all pay. Moreover, the five years statute 
of limitation would be inefficient in another re- 
spect. When an officer had been out four years 
or more, the Secretary, might call him into service 
for a short time, and thus relieve him of the effect 
of the limitation, A 

Mr. WISE submitted it to the gentleman from 
Kentucky [Mr. TnieLeTT] to say whether tbis was 
just legislation or not. Was it legislation or adju- 


dication? The navy had judicial tribunals, but 
without the President’s power over them. What 
did the amendment propose? It assumed the powa 
er to say to the President, we (the court-mag@al) 
should do as the Honse directed. 


He presumed the case of Com. Elliott was the 
principal reason for the introduction of this amend- 
ment. 

Mr, TRIPLETT. That case end one other. 

Mr. WISE. Then its operation wouid be ex post 
facto. Eiliott had been tried and sentenced—his” 
punishment awarded, and his sentence mitigated by 
the President. This amendment weuld deprive 
him of his pay, and increase his punishment, and 
is, therefore, ex post facto. 


There might be cases where an officer should be 
suspended with pay, and some where be should be 
suspended without. Was there not a bill on the 
table to regulate all their proceedings, by which a 
board was to be constituted to say what should be 
considered as offences, and what punishment 
should be inflicted? Was not that the proper bill 
for this amendment, instead of an appropriation 
bill? 

After some further remarks upon the ex post fac- 
to nature of the amendment, Mr. W. said that, 
after the vote which had been taken on the mocicn 
to reduce the amount of appropriation for those 
who were now in the service, he had little hope of 
having any views which he might entertain to- 
wards the navy adopted. If the House determined 
to cut off the pay of those men who were in the 
service, it would not be inconsistent in refusing to 
pay those who had been suspended. Two hun- 
dred officers and tivo thousand men had been add- 


ed,and yet the committee refused to appropriate | 


any further pay and. subsistence, This-was bean- 
tiful legislation indeed? cit Meee 
`- Mr. CARUTHERS addressed. the committee at 
some length in support of the amendment, . It had 
been argued, he said, that this was an awkward 
kind of legislation; but by necessity; they were 
obliged to resort to legislation of this’ sort, for. 
the reason that they could not get atit in-any other 
way. = mi ee 
Mr. WISE said thata bill had been reported, 
and was on the table, to regulate courts-martial, 
and define offences and punishments in the navy. 

Mr. CARRUTHERS, We have, it is true; such 
a bill, and it has been referred to a cémmittee; but 
when will the committee report on i? There was 
a strong necessity for the adoption of this rule, and 
it was better to engraft-it in the present bill, than. 
run the chance of losing it allogether, by waiting 
for the action of the House on another bill, ` 

Mr. WISE. Does my friend from Tennessee 
propose—or will he, or will any practical mam in 
this House, propose—that we should go into’ a res 
form of courts-martial, or into a definition. of 
crimes and punishments in the navy?) He. would 
tell the gentleman that this was one of the least 
important subjects in which: reform should’be in- 
troduced in the navy. If they could go into. this 
subject, he could offer amendment after amend- 
ment of far more importance. 

Mr. CARUTHERS said if the gentleman could. 
show that there were other rules and regulations 
that were necessary, and offer them in an amend- 
ment, he would vote forit. The question; how- 
ever, was, how far they could go in this amend- 
ment. We judge of the urgency and necessity of 
the case, and how far it requires a remedy. Whit 
was proposed by the amendment of the gentleman 
from Kentucky? (Mr. PrirLert.] Why, that here- 
after, when an officer commits an offence, and is 
suspended from service, that suspension shall ope» 
rate asa punishment, and not as a favor. Now, 
when an officer is suspended by a court-martial, | 
he is relieved from ali punishment, as well as from’ 
all duty. : ai 

Mr. WISEsaid that the gentleman had misunder- 
stood the amendment, I: was retrospective, and 
not prospective, in its operations. It was not for 
after offences, but for past offences, 

Mr. CARUTHERS said his object was to show 
the necessity of providing for past as well as fu- 
ture eases, if there be no constitutional difficulty 
in the way, as argued by the gentleman from! Mas 
sachusetts. If no such impediment existed, there 
was a crying necessity for passing this amendment. 
What was the punishment of an officer now, when | 
suspended by the centeuce of a court-martial? 
None whatever. You give him pay for being out 
of service—relieve him from all duty—from the 
dangers of the sea—the maladies of different etin 
mates-—-and the iron storm of battle, (to use the 
language of the gentleman from Indiana.) But 
the gentleman from Massachusetts said that the 
adoption of this amendment would be an infringe- 
ment of the rulesand regulations of the Blue 
Book. Now, Mr. Upsher himself said that he 
looked upon the rules and regulations of the Blue 
Book as having ceased to be of authority. RA 

Mr. CUSHING, We are quoting not from the 
Biue Book, but from the aets of Congress; ‘and the 
amendment goes 10 the repeal of an existing act, 
which gives the President the pardoning power. Ir 
also requires that, when the sentence of a court- 
martial extends to suspension only, it shall extend 
to deprivation of pay. 

Mr. CARUTHERS. We donot say that courts- 
mattial shall do this act. We do it ourselves. 
‘We say that an offence which is punished by sus- ` 
pension from service, shall also be punished by 
suspension from pay. This was the law-making 
power. From this point every rule and regulation 
must emanate for the government of the navy, 
the army, and the private etzen. If this rule or 
regulation was a law of the land, Congress had the 
power to repeal it; and they must exercise their 
discretion whether to repeal itor not. The point 
of order raised was, that in an appropriation bill 
they could not repeal an existing law; but this 

oint had been overruled again and again. Mr. 


C: then went into a refutation of the argument of 


the gentleman. froi Massachusetts, [Mr. Cosma] 
that the amendment was unconstitational, becanse 
its. effect. would be to take away from the Pres- 
ident the pardoning power. Pe a 
Mr. CUSHING said he did not think that the 
gentleman. understood that point of his argument, 
and he woald therefore, with his permission, explain 
-it Mr. ©. said: The punishment.which a court 
martial might inflict is suspension - from service; 
and ike court might add deprivation of pay. Now, 
‘suppose. a court-martial tries an officer, and set- 
tences. him to suspension and deprivation of pay, 
and the President approves of the first part of the 
"sentence, but remits the: latter. He might think 
the deprivation of pay was greater punishment 
than the offence deserves, and remits that portion 
of the sentence. Now, if the act of Congress 
comes in and déclares that suspension from service 
shall be attended. by deprivation of. pay, you de- 
prive the President of his power to pardon. 
.. Mr. CARUTHERS thought he understood the 
gentleman. The Jaw now was, that a court-mar- 
tial might suspend an officer from service, and 
might also. deprive him of pay. Whilst that law 
was in force, the President had the power to remit 
both. . But suppose, the court-martial did not sus- 
-pend the officer’s pay: would the amendment then 
have the~effect to interfere with the. pardoning 
power? But. Mr. C, denied that the amendment 
would interfere with the power in any way. 
Had not Congress the right to say that there should 
‘be ‘no stich punishment, inflicted by courts-martial 
as suspension from pay, but that that punishment 
«should be inflicted by Congress itself? Would not 
‘Congress have the pewer to say that for certain 
ase the punishment should be suspension from 
ay 
r After replying to the argument of Mr. Wiss, 
that the amendment would operate as an ea post 
Sacto law, and noticing the disproportionate num- 
ber of officers in the service to the duties to be per- 
formed, Mr. C. said that the whole system required 
reform, and ke would cheerfully lend his assistance 
to.effectdt. He would go for appropriations to a 
-Yeasonable extent, but no further. We had ships 
enough now to protect our commerce; and as we 
did not desire to plant colonies, make foreign con- 
quests, nor engage in war, he saw no sufficient rea- 
_ son for increasing the number. 


Mr. SALTONSTALL opposed the amendment, 
on the ground that it went to change existing laws 
in an appropriation bill, A subject of this impor- 
tance required, in his opinion, more consideration 
than could be given to it in a bill of this nature. 
Mr. S. spoke of the injurious effects which, he said, 
the adoption of the amendment would have on the 
discipline of the navy. Another reason against its 
adoption was, that there was already a bill on the 
table providing for all the necessary rules and re- 
gulations for the government of the navy. 

Mr. WARREN supported the amendment as 
calculated to produce a-wholesome reform in the 
naval service. His attention had been called to 

-ihe abuses it went to remedy, by a notice that he 
saw in the Madisonian, of the case of a Lientenant 
Adams, who was tried and convicted by a court- 
martial, and sentenced to be dismissed the service, 
for drunkenness on duty, and other offences not men- 
tioned. The President, not considering the charge 
of drunkenness as preved, believed the sentence to 
be too severe, and mitigated it by ordering a sus- 
pension from service for two years;and in this 
way he is to receive his full pay. Now, he would 
ask, if this was any punishment for the offence of 
which he had been found guilty? But it was said 
that the adoption of the amendment would be 
an ex post factolaw. To this he answered, that 
the officer had been tried and convicted by a court- 
martial; and ali Congress would do would be to 
say that the man who has been sentenced to 
tetire from service shall not be paid fer doing 
nothing. In the above ease, ke contended that the 
efficers who composed the court were better judges 
of the offence committed than the President, be- 
cause they heard the testimony. This very case 
as the.one which called his attention to the abuse, 
Showed him the imperious necessity of correct- 
he evil by. legislation, - He believed that it 


navy; for he could not see any jusiice in giving 
men full pay while ander sentence, while others, 
who had committed no offence, were under half 
pay. . Mr.. W. here offered an amendment to the 
amendment, providing that no officer who is under 
sentence of suspension by a court-martial, or un- 
der a mitigated sentence by the President, shall re- 
ceive the pay and emoluments of his rank. 

The CHAIR said that the amendment was not 
in order, as there alrealy. was an amendment to 
the amendment pending, offered by the gentleman 
from Kentucky on his right, [Mr. UnpaRwoop.] 

After some remarks from Mr. ADAMS, in op- 
position tothe amendment, = | À f 
On motion of Mr. ARNOLD, the committee rose, 
And the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Fripay, May 20, 1842. 


The bill to authorize the issue of a patent for the 
quarter section of land selected by the inhabitants 
of Lake county, INinois, for their county seat, was 
taken up, read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. WHITE said there wasa biil (No. 246) 
for the relief of Benjamin Franklin, an old veteran 
seaman, which he wished very much the Senate 
would consent to take up and pass, without delay, 
as the old man had a large family to which he was 
anxious to return. oe; 

The bill was taken up, read a third time, and 
passed. f : 

Mr. MANGUM, in pursuance of notice given a 
day or two since, asked and obtained leave to in- 
troduce a bill to regulate the appointment and pay 
of engineers ia the navy of the United States. 

The bill was read twice, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Nava! Affairs. s 

Mr. McROBERTS gave notice that he would 
to-morrow ask leave to introduce a bill to amend 
an act entitled “An act to authorize the President 
of the United States to employ the army and navy 
of the United States in the suppression of insurrec- 
tion in the United States.” 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to which was referred a bill for the relief 
of Henry Gardiner, and others, reported back the 
same without amendment. 

Mr. MANGUM moved the Senate to proceed to 
the consideraiion of excutive business, 

Some dissent being expressed, a division was 
called for; when there appeared to be 22 ayes, and 
the noes were not counted. 

So the Senate went into executive session; and, 
after several hours spent therein, adjourned over 


Mi Monday, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


Fripay, May 20, 1842. 


Mr. DODGE of Wisconsin presented the me- 
morial of the president and trustees of the village 
of Southport, in the Territory of Wisconsin, . ask- 
ing Congress for an appropriation for a harbor and 
light-house at that place;-which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. REWHARD presented’ the petition of Ja- 
cob Sherer, of the township of Sovth Whitehall, in 
the county of Lehigh, and State of Pennsylvania, 
Stating that in March last the wife of the petitioner 
was delivered of three boys at one birth, all of 
whom are now living; that his family now consists 
of eight children; that he is poor, &e. Therefore, 
he prays Congress to bestow upon him such a do- 
nation, in lands or money, as they may think him, 
under the peculiar circumstances of the case, en- 
titled to. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Connecticut, from the 
Committee on Commerce, reported a bill to au- 
thorize the collector of Fairfield to reside either at 
Fairfield cx Bridgeport; which was read three times, 
and passed. j 

Mr. PENDLETON submitted a resolution, call- 
ing upon the Secretary of the Navy to furnish to 
the House 2 copy of a letter addressed to the Hon. 
M. Fitimoae, from the Board of Navy Commis- 
sioners, relative to the construction of a steamship 
for the lakes, and the engine fgr the same; and all 

correspondence relative thereto: also, whether bids 


“was ne essary for the interest and purity of the I had been invited for the building of the said. 


steamer,” and copy of instructions in relation 
thereto. 

Mr, CUSHING objected to. its reception. 

Mr. PENDLETON asked for a suspension of 
the rules ; and, after a few words from Mr. SMITH 
of Virginia, the vote was taken, and less than a 
quorum voted—-(the storm which was raging hav- 
ing delayed the arrival of members.) 

Mr. MATHIOT asked for a call of the House; 
which was assented to. s 

The Clerk called the roll, and 136 gentlemen 
answered to their names. , 

Mr. ARNOLD moved that all further proceed- 
ings under the call be dispensed with; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. PENDLETON expressed a wish to be per- 
mitted to say a word or two in explanation of his 
resolution. 

Mr. CUSHING said he should object to all de- 
bate. 

The question then recurred on the motion to s1g+ 
pend the rules; on which 

Mr. PENDLETON called for the ayes and noes; 
which were ordered, and resulted as follows—ayes 
106, noes 46, ` 

So the rules were suspended. 

Mr. PENDLETON then entered into a brief ex- 
planation, which was very indistinctly heard. He 
was however, understood to say that, at the extra 
session, an order was given for the construction of 
a steamer on the lakes, and that proposals should 
be invited for the same by public advertisement. 
He had been desired to put in proposals on behalf 
of some of his constituents; and other citizens 
were ready to do the same thing: but, on inquiring 
in the proper quarter when the advertisement would 
appear, he was informed that it had been dispensed 
with, and that contracts had been privately entered 
into. He deemed*this a matter which required 
some inquiry, and hence he had submitted his res- 
olution; on which he moved the previous ques- 
tion. : 

The previous question was sustained by the 
House; and the resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he felt it to be his duty to 
move that the House go into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, for the purpose of 
continuing the consideration of the navy appropria- 
tion bill; but, if the House should think otherwise, 
he would inquire whether, if the private calendar 
was taken up, this was the day on which private 
bills were debatable, 

The SPEAKER answered in the affirmative. 

Mr. FILLMORE then said he should submit his 
motion fo go into committee on the appropriation 
bill, and leave it for the decision of the House. 

Mr. COWEN saidit was a matter of weighty 
consideration whether the private bills should only 
be considered on those days on which no debate 
was allowed, as it put itin the power ofany individ- 
ual captiously to put any bill aside. He hoped 
the House wonld proceed to the orders of the day. 

Mr. ARNOLD remarked that, unless they took 
up the private calendar soon, they had better post- 
pone it altogether. 

. The SPEAKER requested permission to pre- 
sent to the Honse aletter from Messrs, Lawrence 
aad Stone, of Boston, in relation to what they 
consider a reflection on their conduct, in the recent 
debate on the subject of the Boston custom-honse. 
And also a letter from Mr. Poindexter, soliciting 
the appointment of a select committee to inquire 
into the fairness with which, in his report, he had 
analyzed the evidence in relation to the New York 
custom-house. 

On the question to lay this latter document on 
the table, and that it be printed, 

Mr. BOWNE moved to lay that motion on the 
table; 

After a brief discussion between Messrs, J. Q. 
ADAMS, SALTONSTALL, the SPEAKER, 
BOWNE, ROOSEVELT, CUSHING, MOORE, 
G. DAVIS, and HOWARD, the motion to lay on 
the table was carried—ayes 105, noes 59. 

The House then (ayes 89, noes 65) resolved it- 
self into Committee of the Whole onthe state of 
the Union. eS 

Mr. ARNOLD, who was entitled to thé floor, 


` observed that his sole object in desiring’ tò obtain 
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it-yesterday evening, was for the purpose of getting 
atthe. private calendar to-day. By leaving the 
House under the impression that-he would bore 
them with a long speech,.and, perhaps, an unin- 
teresting one, if they. took up the naval appropria- 
tion bill, he expected they would be induced to give 
the. preference. to private bils. His ruse having 
been defeated, he would yield the floor to any gen- 
tleman who wished to continue the debate. f 
Mr. TRIPLETT then obtained the floor. He 
assured the committee, and his friend from Ten- 
nessee, that he did not intend to inflict on them a 
long speech. He would not make a speech‘at all, 
were “it not for the obligation he felt himself under 
to answer some of the objections that had been 
made to his amendment. ‘Che first objection was, 
that the reform it contemplated would more appro- 
priately come in under the bin forthe reorgan- 
ization of the navy; end that:in an appropria- 
tion bill a principle ought not to be. engrafted 
which would, in effect, repeal existing statutes. 
He acknowledged that the principle contained in 


his amendment would, with mugh more propriety, . 


come in that genera! bill.. Buthe-did not believe 
that that bill would be reached during this session; 
and he saw no other way of obtaining the object 
he had in view, but through an amendment to the 
one that was now pending. It was not his fault 
that, from the constitution of the House, it was 
incapacitated from doing all the business that 
-was brought before it; and therefore, in the cir- 
cumstances in which he was placed, he thought it 
his duty to do all the good in his power, and en- 
deavor tosave as much money as possible to the 
public, that was now idly and uselessly expended. 
The next objection was, that the amendment would 
operate as an ex post facto law. This objection, 
which had been raiscd by the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, [Mr. Wisx,] was, he acknowledged, a plau- 
sible one; and it suuck his mind with still more 
force, when it was brought forward by the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, (Mr. Cusuina.] He 
would traly say, that if he viewed it in that light— 
if he believed it to be, either in its letter or spirit, 
an ex post facto law, he would at once withdraw the 
‘amendment. But, after an attentive consideration 
of the arguments that the gentlemen had advanced, 
he was satisfied that they ook an erroneous view 

- of the subj ct. What wasan ea post facto law? 
It was a law which prescribed a punishment to 
a ctime after it had been committed, or that added 
tothe punishment already inflicted. Now, could 
the amendment offered be considered as similar 
to either of these cases? Take, for imstaace, the 
case cited yesterday. Tae jadgment of the court 
had already been pronounced, that the officer 
should, for the offence he had committed, be sen- 
tenced to suspension from service for two yeais, 
and to suspension from pay for the same period. 
The President, upon reviewing the decision, remits 
that portion of the penalty which suspends the pay 
for two years. What, then, would be the effect 
of the amendment in this case? Why, it did no 
more than what Congress had a right.to do at any 
time, whether an officer has been tried by court- 
martial or not. If Congress has the right to fix 
the pay of officers in service, it certainly has the 
Tight to say that those who are cul of service (no 
matter for what cause) shall receive no pay. But 
he was told that the amendment interfered with 
the 40th clause of the rules for the regulation and 
government of the navy. He proposed to amend 
that clause. It was adopted by one Congress, by 
the vote of asmall majority; and therefore a sub- 
sequent Congress had the unquestionable right to 
amend or repeal it. 

(Mr. Saunpeas asked if the amendment would 
not affect all the officers in service.] 

In reply to the gentleman from North Carolina, 
he would say that it would affect all officers under 
sentence. Elis amendment was placed on the 
ground, that when a man ceased to render service 
to the country, from that time—no matter what 
might be the cause, other than wounds or sickness— 
he should cease to receive pay. The Constitution 
provided that (except the President of the United 
States and the judiciary, whose pay was fixed, and 
could not be increased or diminished during their 
continuance in office,) Congress could establish 


`> years. 


and alter the pay of every officer of the Govern- 
ment. j 
_ In reply to a question from Mr. MeKEON, which 
the reporter could not hear, ; 
Mr. TRIPLETT said that, if this amesdment 
could not be passed, courts-mariial would have the 


- power to make men pensioners for life, without ren- 


dering any service. to the Government, by simply 
suspending them from service for life, without sus- 
pending their pay. In this way, courts-martial 
could supersede the legislation of Congress. 

With regard*to the remaining portion of the 
amendment, it provided that no officer should re- 
ceive pay who had been outof service for five 
It might be asked why he had fixed on 
that period of time. To this he would reply, that 
he was governed by two considerations: the first 
was, tbat he did not believe that he could get his 
amendment passed, if he had made the time shorter; 
and, secondly, he was willing that the Executive 
should have itin his power to pension for five 
years old and meritorious officers, who had ren- 
dered signal service to the country. The acts of 
Congress had allotted that period of time. for the 
pensions of cfficers who had served in the Revolu- 
tion; and he thought it would be sufficient for -the 
meritorious officers in the navy to place them on 
the same footing. 

In answer to a resolution of the House, the Sec- 
retary of the Navy had furnished them with a list 
of the officers who had ceased to render service for 
five years; and, in all that long list, there was but 
one for whose absence from service the Secretary 
could find any cause. There was one officer for 
whose absence there was ample cause, but he was 
still in employment. John J. Young had lost both 
of his legs in the service in the year 182J, and this 
was sufficient why he should be permitted to retire 
from the service on full pay; but, until 1840, he 
was employed as agent or superintendent of the 
hospital near Norfolk, and, since that time, as com- 
mandant of the yard. Was itsuch officers as this 
that his amendment would affect? - No; it was the 
young men who had been foisted into the navy by 
the means of the powerful influence they possessed; 
who were unfit for their stations, and who were, 
therefore, permitted to remain in idleness. Take 
such men as Young—the fighting men, and the 
working men of the navy—and give them votes in 
that House, and, he would answer for if, that they 
would, toa man, vote for the amendment. They 
would say, strike the excrescences from the navy; 
it isthe part of its friends to put a stop to this pen- 
sioning system of paying high salaries to men who 
are rendering no service. Mr. T. concluded by 
expressing the hope that the amendment wonld be 
adopted. If it failed, he did not believe that the 
reform it contemplated could be effected in any 
other way, for he doubted whether the bill for the 
re-organization of the navy would be acted on dur- 
ing this session. 

Mr. WOOD reminded the committee that the 
House had, on yesterday, atop'ed a resolution, on 
motion of the chairman of the Committee of Ways, 
and Means, to take this bill out of commiitee next 
Monday at 1 o’cigck; and that, though there re- 


mained buttwo days of the limited time, and j 


though the bill proposed an appropriation of near 
eight millions of dollars, yet we bad not concluded 
the debate on the first section. He said he had 
listened attentively to the gentleman from Virginia, 
[Mr. Wisz,] and to the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, [Mr. Cusninc,] who appeared to be First 
Lord of the Admiralty upon this occasion, but he 
had heard no arguments that could induce him to 
vote for the bill, without material modification and 
curtailment. If, in ordinary times, when the 
Treasury was full, and the people able and willing 
to bear large expenditures, a bill of this character 
should require full investigation and ample covsid- 
eration, how necessary was it now, when both 
Treasury and people were out of money and em- 
barrassed? He required more discussion on other, 
and, he conceived, more important sections than 
the one now before them. Without more informa- 
tion, he should feel compelled.to vote against the 
whole proposition. He observed that the people 
of the country would not submit to an increase of 
our naval establishment at a time of profound 


peace, without any prospect of war, and with a. 
certainty of-a prostrated and: embarrassed : Treasus: 
ry.. Though representing a constituency: who wêre - 
directly interested in a large naval expenditure; yek: 
he knew they would not, atthis time, back him ia’ 
supporting it. Gentlemen from the West had at= 
tioned the members from. the Atlantic cities not: 
to push these appropriations too far; for one, 
he could assure those gentlemen that: he rei 


‘ pudiated being controlled. by such influences: 


His votes were always guided by principle. Bat 
if we were in possession of the means, there can be 
no necessity for the large increase proposed. “A. 
large. and powerful naval armament. was antago- 
nist to-the simple republicanism of the institutions 
of the country. If war was probable, the sum 
asked wäs too small; and if not, as he believed, it 
was-too large. Another, and to him vital objec. 
tion, was, no remedy was proposed for the manner 
in which‘supplies are now procured. He showed 
that over $1,200,000 would be expended by navy | 
agents without control or check; and that, instead: 

of publishing proposals and receiving estimates, it ° 
was the practice of these agents to purchase from 

whom they pleased, and, in many’cases, at the 

prices they pleased—-a practice which she had-no 

doubt cost the Gevernment twenty per ceat. more 

than it would under a general system of contract- 

ing for every thing. 

He also opposed. the bill, because no action had 

been had upon the revenue bill. We know notha 

ing as to the probable receipts of the Treasury. 

He desired that the tarif question might be diss 

posed of, and Congress placed in possession of the 

probable amount of reveoue fur the year, before 

it voted away the millions now asked. He segret+ 

ted that duty forced him to appear to take grounds 

against “the glorious navy;” and, while acknowl- 

edging the capacity and vigilance and honesty of 

purpose of the head of the Navy Department, yet 

be must, under all the circumstances of the case, 

record his vote in the negalive on the present bill 

as now before the committee. : 


Mr. CHARLES BROWN observed that he had 
already said that he was willing to vote liberal ap- 
propriations for the navy, provided they were to 
be applied in a way beneficial to the coventry, as ~ 
well as for the credit and efficiency of the navy. 
He would not, however, have again spoken on this 
subject, did he not feel it incumbent on him to rea 
ply to some remarks which reflected on the city 
which he had the honor to represent. The gentle- 
man from the Norfolk district in. Virginia [Mr. 
Ma tory] attacked him by saving that the naval 
asylum in Philadelphia was a bamibng; that it was 
built on the muddy Schuylkill, and on a spot in- 
fested by musquitoes and the aguc ahd fever; 
and he wandered from his subject by saying that 
the navy-yard there was not fit to repair and 
equip vessels; for that, after being built’ there, 
they had to be sent round to Norfolk to be 
fitted out and reprired. Tke gentleman, not sata 
isfied with the millions that had been spent on 
Norfolk, travelled out of his way to attack the 
neglected navy-yard of Philadelphia. Wot satis- 
fied with having a President and a Secretary 
of the Navy favorable to Ner’olk, and the large 
appropriations that had fiereiofore been made 
for that place, together with an over-proportion of 
officers from his Staie, but he mus! rise and attack 
Philadelphia for being a sickly place, wilh not 
sufficient depth of water for a naval station; and 
with such a want of skill in ber mechanics, that 
their work has to be sent round to Norfolk to be 
finished. He was well awaré of the reason why 
this wanton attack bed been made on bim and the 
city he represented. H was becanse he called the 
attention of the House to the fact, thal an over- 
proportion of the officers of the navy had come 
from Virginia. The gentleman from the Norfolk 
district answered this by alleging that a larger 
proportion of the clerks in the departments came 
from Pennsylvaaia. But what is a elerk in 
the departments, compared with cfieers of the 
navy? The clerk is here to-day, and there 
to-morrow, and may be dismissed at a mo- 
ment’s warning. Not so wiih the affairs of the 
navy. A midshipman that is appointed to-day, isa 
some twenty years hence, to command our fleets, 


' was it supposed all -over:the world that Vir- 
ginians are more intelligent, more courageous, and 
more chivalrous than other citizens of the United 
States? It was because they-had always had mere 
of the hieh.offices of the Government conferred-on 
them: He wanted other portions of the country to 
have an equal-share of the commands in our fleets: - 
and ‘armies, because their citizens possessed these 
high qualities to as. fall an extent-as the sons of 
Virginia. The history of the Revolution, and of 
the late war, showed that Virginians were not be- 
fore the citizens of other States in rendering essen- 
tial: service to. the. country... Mr. B: said he had 
been objecting to the central influence here, by 
‘which the sons of men in Virginia, Maryland, and 
this District, got an over-proportion of the appoint- 
ments... He did not charge this more against the 
present Secretary of the Navy than his predeces- 
sors, for this influence had been at work for a long 
time past. People came here, and became splen- 

~ did paupers; and with the infiuence that their resi- 
dence here enabled them to.obtain, they got their 
sous foisted'into the navy and military academy. 
It had also been promulgated by the Secretary of 
the Navy, that, in making appointments, a prefer- 
nce is to be given to the sons of officers of the 
navy. This he looked upon as a most dangerous 
principle; and it was one on which all hereditary 
and _aristoeratical distinctions in the Old World 
were founded. It was now looked upon as a great 
favor to give a youth. the appointment of a mid- 
shipman. Then the. recipient of this favor, after 

` being supported through: life—after having the 
“privilege of ‘commanding our vessels, and acquir- 
ing fame, wealth, and distinction, is to claim it as 
a privilege due to him, that his sons shall succeed 
to the same privileges; while, in time to come, 
their children will also have superior claims. This 
was a doctrine that the people of this country 
would never submit to. 

Mr. WISE, by way of explanation, said be un- 
derstood there were a few appointments at West 
Point, and in the navy, called appointments at 
large, tat were reserved as the reward of merit; 
and out of these the sons of meritorious officers of the 
Revolution, and of the late war, received appoint. 
ments. . The principle did not extend further than 
this; while the gentleman alleged that Virginia 
had the greatest share of naval appointments. He 
would remind him that Pennsylvania, if Mr. Bar- 
Ker’s nomination had been confirmed, would have 
had all the high offices in the Treasury Depart- 
ment. 

Mr. BROWN continued. What are your Sec- 
retaries, and comptrollers, and clerks, in the Treas- 
‘ary, when compared to the navy? - They are here 
‘to-day, and gone to-morrow, and may be dismissed 
at a moment’s warning, as many of them lately 
haye been. When a clerk is put in office, he 
is not to rise to the rank of Secretary. But 
the. officers of the’ navy and atmy are, in 
time, to command your fleets and armies. He 

~ was not, however, arguing the question of 
which State had the largest share of the officers of 
Government, though he had been objecting to the 
centralinfluence which surrounded this place. His 
object was to eall the attention of the House to the 
circumstances under which the gentleman from 
the Norfolk district made an attack on bim, and the 
litle neglected navy yard of his city; stigmatizing 
it as sickly, infested wiih mosquitoes and the 
ague and fever, and. unfit to repair and equip ves- 
sels, To show the justice of this attack, he would 
mention, from a statement he held in his hand, the 
amount received irom Government by Norfolk and 
Pailadelphia, in thelast twelve years, for the equip- 
ment of their respective navy-yards. Norfolk, in 
that period, had reccived $922,422 for equipments, 
and $974,356 for ihe coustruetion of a dry-dock; 
while Philadelphia bad reccived but $125,000 only; 
and cut of this, $20,000 was for ways to launch a 

ship, Mr. B. theu read a statement showing the 
cost of building and repairing of several of 
the. public vessels at Norfolk, Philadelphia, 
New York, Boston, aud Portsmouth; from which 
it appeared. that the average cost was great- 
er ai. Norfolk and New York than at Phila- 
delphia and Boston, aad that the advantage was 
< Ja favor of Philadelphia. After a high eulegium 


~ place. 
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on the ‘skill, industry, and integrity of ‘the. Phila- 
delphia mechanics, he said he -would repel with 
scorn the imputation that a vessel had, to be sent 
round from Philadelphia to Norfolk to be fitted 
out, because it could not. be done at the former 
Mr. B. then contrasted. Philadelphia with 
Norfolk in regard to health, giving the preference 
to the former; and. referred to the hundreds of the 
‘volunteers from the upper part of Virginia who 
marched to the defence of Norfolk in the last war, 
and who there found early graves in consequence 
of the sickness of the place. 

Mr. MALLORY, in reply, denied that he had 
made any attack whatever on Philadelphia or its- 
navy-yard. What he said was in reference to the 
naval asylum at that place, which he had pro- 
nounced a splendid humbug. That asylum was 
built at a cost of $200,000, out of the seamen’s 
fund; and, instead of being placed in a healthful 
spot,'in sight of the ocean, where the old ‘sailors 
could be gratified with a view of the element 
associated with their earliest and most interesting 
recollections, and where they would have an op- 
portunity of seeing and conversing with those of 
their own class, was placed on the banks of the 
muddy Schuylkill, where its inhabitants were sub- 
jected to the ague and fever, and to the attacks of 
myriads of musquiloes. The gentleman might deny 
the fact, if he pleased; but he knew what he stated 
to be the fact. While he was a student of medi- 
cine in Philadelphia, he had often visited the 
place, and knew that the ague and fever pre- 
vailed there. He saw thousands crowded in- 
to the hospitals, suffering under that disease; and, 
what. was worse, the doctors did not then know 
how to cure it, and did not know now. Mr. M, 
then examined the statements made by Mr. Brown 
with regard to the cost of ropairing vessels at Nor- 
folk and Philadelphia; and showed that he was 
greatly in error in the calculations he had made— 
accounting in each case for the difference stated, 
It was not necessary for him to follow the example 
of the gentleman in eulogizing the great men of 
his State; but he might tell him that Virginia had a 
navy of her own in the time of the Revolution; 
and he could point to as gallant deeds performed 
by it, as were to be found in the naval annals of 
any country. He could point to the commander 
of one of her vessels—a Norfolk pilot—who per- 
formed acts of chivalrous daring never equalled by 
any Philadelpbian, and not excelled even by Paul 
Jones himself. It was true that sickness pre- 
vailed among the troops congregated at Norfolk, 
during the last war. They were attacked by the 
English; and that they whipped them, the battle of 
Craney Island would show. Many of these gallant 
volunteers were carried off by disease; but that 
migh} be accounted for from the fact, that a large 
proportion of them were mountaineers, unused to 
the lowlands, crowded together, exposed to the 
night air, and imprudent in eating fruit. The city 
authorities had not, as the gentleman Stated, ne- 
glected their remains. The graveyard in which 
they were interred was enclosed with a substantial 
fence, at the expense of the corporation; and their 
relatives were satisfied, if the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania was not, As to the navy-yard, it 
was not selected as a naval depot through any par- 
tiality to Norfoik. It was made so from its natu- 
ral advantages, which were so apparent that it was 
used as such by the British before the Revolution, 
It had sufficient depth of water for the largest ship 
that ever fioated to sail in and out, with all her 
armament and stores on board; and it was not ob- 
structed by ice at any season of the year. These 
were advantages that Philadelphia did not possess. 
His State gave this navy-yard to the Government, 
and did not tex the publie property to pay her State 
debt, as Pennsylvania had done. 

Mr. BROWN was understood to express his 
ssent to this statement; but his language was not 

eard. 

Mr. MALLORY said that $1,600 was stricken 
oat ofan appropriation bill last session, which was 
put in to provide for this object. ; 

Mr. BROWN said that it was a township tax, 
and the Legislature of the State provided for it. 

Mr- MALLORY replied that the State did not 
interfere till Congress refused the appropriation.. 


As to the sickness the gentleman spoke: of on. the 
James river, that was not in bis district; it was on 
fresh water, and he, being a salt water man, would 
only speak for salt water. If, as the gentleman 
observed, the low condition of the navy was in 
consequence of Virginia’s having the greatest share 
of officers, it might with equal propriety be. said that 
the low condition of the treasury was in conse- 
quence of Pennsylvania’s having the greatest share 


- in its management. Without speaking of the num- 


ber of Secretaries they had had from Pennsylva- 
nia, he might point to. the Bank of the United 
States, which was the most splendid humbag the 
country ever had. If Norfolk had had thirty-five 
millions of other people’s money expended within 
her limits, she might present as much magnificence 
as Philadelphia. Mr. M. concluded by wishing the 
gentleman a speedy recovery from the ague, which 
he said he had caught in conseqnence of his prox- 
imity to Norfolk. 

Mr. FILLMORE honed the committee would 
agree to take the vote on the amendments, as there 
were other portions of the bill which must necessa- 
rily require some debate. 

The committee acted on the suggestion, and the 
amendment to the amendment, and the amendment 
itself, were both negatived. 

Mr. McCLELLAN then moved to amend as 
follows: ` ; 

At the end of line 9,of the bill, insert as follows: 

Provided, That, till otherwise ordered by Congress, no part 
of this, or any other future or existing appropriation, shall be 
applied to the payment of any officers in the. navy, ap- 
pointed after this date, beyond the number in each grade on 
the Ist day of January, 1841; and thatthe excess now in the 
service, beyond that number, shall be reduced as fast as deaths, 
resignations, and promotions will permit. 

On this he proposed to say but a very few words. 
The present estimates, he found, were eight mil- 
lions and a half; being an excess of three millions 
over those of the last year. And, by a report of 
the head of the department, it appeared there were 
fifteen more vessels in commission than there were 
last year. Yet the estimates for officers waiting or- 
ders were $30.000 more than last year; showing 
that, since the 4th March, 1841, there had been a 
great increase of navy officers—in some grades, to 
double the number. And, further: it was now pro- 
posed to increase post-captains from sixty-eight to 
one hundred and five. Now, he conceived there 
was a radica] defect in the system. Not a single 
officer could be added to the army, without a speci- 
fic law; not a permanent clerk could be added to 
any department, without a specific law: and yet the 
number and grade of naval officers, and the num- 
ber of ships in commission, were left to the unre- 
stricted discretion of Executive authority. The 
Executive had had the right to appoint or promote 


. as many as he pleased, and to increase the number 


of ships; and when they, the Representatives of the 
people, came there, they were gravely told that they 
were bound to make the necessary appropriations, 
and provide the ways and means. It was time 
that a veto should be put, on the part of this House, 
on that power at the other end of the avenue. They 
had already passed the civil and diplomatic appro- 
priation bill, appropriating five millions and a half 
of money; and there were two bills before them to ap- 
propriatesums for thearmy and navy, which swelled 
the appropriations to an aggregate of expenditures, 
for three branches elone, of $25,000,000; and this, 
too, besides all the other expenditures that would 
be necessary to keep the wheels of the Government 
in motion. 

He asked from what source these disbursements 
Were to come, when there was not a single dollar 
in the treasury? The public finances were bank- 
rupt almost beyond remedy. They had attempted 
to borrow, and they had passed a loan bill; and 
every breeze that swept from the Norih, bringing 
intelligence that any porion of that loan was, or 
was about to be taken, came upon them like a clap 
of thunder, so unexpected was it. And yet, when 
bankruptcy and ruin stared them in the face, they 
were called upon by the chairman of the commit« 
tee of Ways and Means, and by otber gentlemen, 
to swell the publie expenses, and to add to the bure 
dens of the people. Now, as one of the Repre- 
sentatives of the people, he was not prepared: to 
Sanction a measure which would impose additional 


burdens on the-people, unless it was called for. by- 
pressing exigencies of the cotutry. When. the 
gentleman from Massachusetis (Mr. Cusnine] yes- 
terday addressed the committee, he (Mr. McCrxt- 
Lan) listened to him with great attention, for he 
viewed that gentleman asa prime minister in the 
present Administration, and considered him as 
spesking from authority. As that gentleman pro- 
ceeded, his (Mr. McCetian’s) beart began to pal- 
pitate, for he expected he would point to reviving 
commerce, and to our sails whitening every sea; 
but he had. met with nothing but disappointmen:. 
He could see nothing, then, to justify this increase 
of three millions of dollars: nothing in relation to 
the protection of our commerce: nothing in view 
of ‘hostilities with foreign powers; for that there 
was no prospect of a war, was conceded by uni- 
versal consent. 

He, (Mr. MeCLELLAN,) though opposed to this 
increase for this branch of the public service, pro- 
fessed to be a friend to the navy: be partook, with 
others, in the pride and glory of its vast achieve- 
ments; and he would agree to its gradual increase, 
and to additions to its efficiency; but he. was not 
willing to follow the head of the Navy Department 
in his proposition to increase the navy until it was 
equal to half the navy. of Great Britain, with an 
expenditure of $30,000,000: Did that gentleman 
believe that the American people would assent to 
such a drain on their enterprise and wealth? If he 
did, he was mitch mistaken. He (Mr. McC.) was 
alarmed when he read that protocol of blank verse; 
and he submitted this amendment as a test ques- 
tion, as he believed it would be deemed by the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. FILLMORE was opposed to this amend- 
ment, in the first place, because he believed it pro- 
posed to change the organic law of the navy ; but 
the best mode to get on with the business was to 
vote upon the amendments, rather than to raise a 
question of order. He next objected to it on the 
ground of itsambiguity. But if it became neces- 
sary, after the adjournment of Congress, to put all 
our vessels into commission, (as there were now 
not as many officers as ships,) would this bea prop- 
er law to be on the statute book? He opposed 
the amendment on these, and alse on other grounds, 
which he enumerated. 

Mr. EVERETT supported the amendment. He 
hoped it would be now adopted; and restrictive 
measures, such as might be found necessary, he 
hoped to see passed hereafter. He was of opinion 
that the exigencies of thetimes did not require any 
increase in the naval force; and he complained 
thatthe number of officers had been so unnecessa-~ 
tily increased during the past year. He, however, 
suggested some modification of the amendment, 
and, as a substituie for a portion of it, he proposed 
the following : 

Strike out all after the word “provided,” and insert, “that 
no part of this appropriation shall be applied for pay of any of- 
ficer ofthe grade of captain, commander, lieutenant, passed 
midshipman, or midshipman, hereafter appointed, ifthe num- 
ber inservice of his respective grade shall exceed the number in 
service on the Istday of January, 1841.” 

He did not propose to touch surgeons, pursers, 
chaplains, or any other than the fighting part of 
the navy; and he hoped his amendment would be 
adopted in committee, so that they could have both 
propositions tefore them when they got the bill 
back into the House. 

Mr. PROFFIT entered into some explanations 
of his speech on a previous day, in reply to some 
comments upon it since it was delivered. 

Some explanations were also entered into by Mr. 
FILLMORE, Mr. McKAY, and Mr. EVERETT. 

Mr. CUSHING observed that the commitiee 
had agreed to strike out a part of the appropriation, 
on the motion of the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. 

Meaiwerier,] afier five months of the year had 
elapsed; which was, in effect, to deprive the navy 
of that amount after five-twe!fths of the service 
for it had been rendered. He then entered into a 
long justification of Mr. Badger, the late Secretary 
of the Navy—amongst other things, in reply to 
Mr. McKay, who censured him for employing a 
razee, when the law only authorized him to em- 
ploy a frigate, as a part of the home squadron. 

Mr. J. C. CLARK requested him to give way 
for a motion to rise, a few minutes before 4 o’clock, 


t 
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which wes assented to; and the committee rose and 
reported progress; and, sfier receiving some Execu- 
tive communications, and some reports from com- 
mittees, 2 

The House adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Sarurpay, May 21, 1842. 


Mr. HARRIS presenied the petition of Elizabeth, 


Clarke, praying for a persion: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

Mr. H. also presented the petition of Mary 
Long, and. the evidence in supsortofit: referred 
to ihe Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

Mr. S. J. ANDREWS, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reporied several bills; which were read 
twice, and committed to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, viz: 

A bill making an appropriation fur the site of a 
marine hospital. ; : 

A bill creating a collection district in the State 
of IWiinois. 

A bill making a port of entry at Chicago, and 
at Marietta. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Connecticut reported the 
following bills, from the Committee of Commerce ; 
which were read twice, and committed to the 
Committee of tne Whole on the state of the Union, 
viz: 

A bili for the relief of Isaac Champlin and oth- 
ers, owners of schooner Buffalo. 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Holmes, and the 
owners and crew of the schooner Indastry. 

A bill for the relief of Charles Gordon, owner of 
the schooner Two Scns. -~ 

A bill for the relief of Orrin Prentice, and the 
crew of the schooner Lily. 

Mr. J. C. CLARK, from the Commitice on 
Commerce, reported a bill reappropriating money 
for the erection of a light-house at Flynn’s Knoll, 
New York, on iron screw piles, and for the re- 
building of the Brandywine Shoal lighi-house, in 
Delaware bay. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO objected to this partial re- 
porting of bills. 

Mr. FILLMORE said, if the making of reporis 
was objected to, he would move to go into Com- 
mittee of the Wkole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. J. C. CLARK submitted the following res- 
olution, in connexion with the above mentioned 
bill: 

Resolved, That the drawings of the iron scrow-pile light 
house, accompanying the annexed report, be printed, under the 


direction of the committec, provided the expense shalt not ex- 
ceed $75. 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON objected, but ultimate- 
ly withdrew his objection. 

And the bill was read twice, and committed to 
the Committee of the Whole onthe state of’ the 
Union; and the resolution was agreed to. `, 

Mr. COWEN called for the ayders of the day. 

Mr. FILLMORE said Ikere Nas bat one day 
left to discuss the naval appropriation bill; and ke 
moved, therefore, that the Pouse resolve itself into 
a Committee of the Whole upon it 

Mr. COWEN suggested that there were many 
bills on the calendar which had beef, acied upon 
in committee, and wouid require very fey i 
utes to dispose of them finaily bere;so teat they 
could go to the Sen i upon there. 
There was much and extreme berdship inflicted 
by this neglest to dispose of this class of bilis; and 
if it was intended to act upon them at all, it was 
necessary to take them up now; for, atthis late 
period of the session, much time could not possi- 
biy be spared to them. 

The SPEAKER informed the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Cowen] that if ihe House voted down 
the motion of the gentlemen from New York, [Mr 
FittMorg,] the private calendar would be taken 
up. i . 
Mr, MOORE of Louisiana called for the ayes 
and noes on ihe motion to go into commitige; and, 
being ordered, ihe motion was agreed ie—mayes 82, 
neces 69. is 

The House then resolved itself into a Committee 
of the Whole, (Mr. Cuirrorp in the ¢hair,) and 
resumed the consideration of the naval appropria- 
tion bill; the pending amendment being on the first 


section; io which Mr. McCuzuian bad moved to: 
add the following proviso: °° ==> vere 
“Provided, That, till otherwise ordered by Congress, no: part © 


|| of this or any future or existing appropriation shall be applied 


to the payment of any officer in the navy appointed ‘after this 
date, beyond the number in each grade on the Ist day of. Sane 
ary, 1841; and that the excess now in the service beyond that 
number shall be reduced as fast as deaths, resignations, and 
promotions will permit.” ; > pi 
And which amendment Mr. Everert had moved 
to.amend as follows: : : 
Strike out all after the word “provided,” and insert, “that Ho 
part of this appropriation shall be applied forpay. of any officer 
of the grade of captain, commander, lieutenant, passed midship- 
mari, or midshipman, hereafter appointed, if the number in 


service of his respective grade shall exceed the. number in.ser- 
vice.on the Ist day of January, 1841.” $ 


Mr. CUSHING observed tbat, when the com- 
mittee rose last evening, he was about replying to 
that portion of the argument of the gentleman from 
Worth Carolina that appertained to the alleged ex- 
cess in the number of persons in the navy beyond . 
what the law authorized the department to employ. 
In: meeting that objection, he desired, in the first 
place, to suggest to the committee that, under‘ the 
act of 1806, pow in force, the authority of ‘the ` 
President was as follows: He is authorized: to 
keep in employment so many frigates: and other - 
public armed vessels, and to employ in them so 
many officers and men, as in his opinion the exigen+ 
cies of the service may render necessary. Now, if 
there was any limitation to this law, it was only a . 
constructive and implied limitation in the appro- 
priations, founded on the estimates placed before 
Congress. Thatis: he understood the gentleman 
from North Carolina as arguing that the number 
and grade of the vessels and the number of officers 
estimated for in 1841, was the limitation of the 
President for 1842, Assuming, for the sake of ar- 
gument, that the position of the gentleman was cor- 
rect, he thought he could show bim that there were 
facts that would impair the truth of his assertions 
that the Secretary of the Navy had exceeded his 
authority in the case referred to. He did ‘not 
know but that it would be better if we adopt= 
ed the practice in the British House of Commons, 
in making temporary appropriations for the navy 
in the beginning ef the year, and then provi- 
ding for the whole service at the end of the year, 
when the amount of service should be ascertain- 
ed. It would be utterly impossible for the Sec- 
retary of the Navy to know, in the beginning 
of the year, how many men would be required 
at any particular time of the year. If Congress: 
would force onthe Navy Department an exact es- 
timate for the service of the year, it must bedone 
at the end of the year, and not at the beginning of 
it, The gentleman did not consider the nature of 
the service. How was it possible for the depart- 
ment to tell how many men would be required at 
any particular time of the year? Ships on foreign 
stations must come home, after two or three years? 
service, when the term of the enlistment of their 
erews shall expire; and, also, because it would be 
cruel and unjust to the cficers to keep them al- 
ways abroad, and ships with new crews must. be 
sent out to relieve them. Now, it would not do to 
bring these ships home before the ships that are to 
relieve them reach their eruising grounds; and, 
consequently, there must necessarily be at one 
time a double number of ships and a double num- 
ber of crews. Apply this system to a fact that 
will soon occur. 'Tne Brandy wire, the St Louis, 
the Potomac, and the Marion, with crews amount- 
ing to 1,200 men, will soon come home, and this 
number of men will be discharged end deducted 
from the number now in service. Then, if on the 
Ist of January, as alleged by the gentleman from 
Worih Carolina, cere was an excess of 600 men 
in the service, there would be, deducting this num- 
ber, a deficiency of 690 on the Ist of July. The 
necessity of these fluctuations in the service must 
be apparent, and it was a sufficient answer to the 
argument of the gentleman from North Carolina. 
If, as had been alleged, there were employed more 
officers than were necessary to command ‘he ships 
in the navy, it was because it was necessary to 
have a suflicient number of officers always ready 
to relieve those returning home from foreign sta~ 
tions. 

The gentleman from North Carolina kad, on this 
subject, referred them to the Haglish service. Now, 
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he had a statement in his hand, which showed that 
in the. English navy the same practice of necessity 
prevailed. There was no other means of relieving 
vessels, returning from ‘foreign ‘service, and of | 


training officers for-nsefulness....Mr. C. referred. to 
the. fact of the. British . mail steamers, that were 


commanded by lieutenants in the navy; and in the | 


last’ appropriation’ bill of the British Parliament, 
‘there was actually an appropriation for the pay of 


` Abese men. Mr, C., in reply to another part of 


Mr. -McKay’s argument, went on to show that 
‘there-was not an excess of efficers and seamen in 


‘the service. The only question. was, how many | 


officers-and men are necessary for the public ves- 

els, for the purposes of sailing and fighting them; 
and. that number ought to be employed. Mr. ©. 
‘showed that in the British navy more seamen were 
_ employed in each of their vessels than were put 
down in the estimates, showing that it was utt erly 
impossible to graduate the number of men to bet 
‘put on board a ship of a given rate, by a fixed esti- 
mate, As an instance, he would refer to the fact 
that the Missouri and Mississippi steamships, of 


the same model and the same tonnage, are so dif- 


ferently masied and sparred as to require more 
men to man the one than the other. Mr. C. 
noticed the argument of the gentleman from North 
Carolina, [Mr. McKay,] as to. the , comparative 
‘cost of supporting the American and British navies. 
‘He was at a less to see the force and. application of 
the argument. If it meant anything, it went as an 
-argument against the whole bill. But, in bis opin- 
jon, it had nothing to do with the question. What 
maitered it to us what it cost to build, equip, and 
sail a vessel in Engtand and Rassia? 


The gentleman did not Show any abuses in the 
system to account for the difference. Admitting 
that the cost per year in England was less than in 
the United States, what did the argument come to? 
Why, that materials, labor, and pay of cfficers 
‘and men, were cheaper in England than here. 
The cost of materials was about the same in both 
countries; the pay of efficers was the same; then 
the difference must be in the wages cf the me- 
chanics and laborers employed in bui! ding the yes- 
‘sels. Did the gentleman, then, desire the wages of 
mechanics and laborers to be reduced to what they 
‘are in England? If he really desired that, he de- 
“sired. what was impossible. We cannot induce 
mechanics here to work for the same wages that 
they doin England; nor can we make them worl 
fourteen hours : a day, instead of ten. But he did 
not agree with the gentleman in the facts stated, 
He could not agree that the cost or supporiing the 
British navy was less than the cost of supporting 
that of the United States; and he tbe en, went into an 
estimate, for the purpose of showing tbat the gen- 
eman’s calculation was incorrect. ‘The gentle- 
‘man spoke of the unexpended balance on the Lit 
cof January, 1842; but there was an unexpended 
‘balance for the year 1841, and there will be the 
same on the Ist of January, 1843. Did the gen- 
tileman forget that the expenditares-of one year 
lap over into anothei?—that the estimates are made 
in December, and the appropriations are not made 
until two or three months after the session com- 
menced? If it were not for the unexpended bzi- 
ance of appropriations of the last year, there 
would be no money for the service from the com- 
mencement of the year, till the passage of the ap- 
propriation bill. The whole error arose from the 
incofvenient time at which the fiscal year ended. 
We ought to have a fiscal year that should corres- 
pond with the publie business—!hat should com- 
mence at such a time that the appropriation bill 
would be passed before the appropriation of the 

last year was exhausted, 

So, also, the estimates of the home squadron be- 
came merged i ia the general provision for the navy. 
There were bat eight votes against the bil! putting 
this squadron in commission; and it was ee sed 
with the understanding that it was an extra provis- 
ion for the navy. Mr. C. tzen went on to argue 
in favor of the utility of that squadron, and to show 


: Abat it wasan economical and efficient imorove- 


mient.. No gentiemen had said anything against 
he establishment of the squadron; bit they referred 
a way that he“ ‘considered as an indirect at- 


tack on the ordiaaty eal establishment. . Whilst 
they admitted, or professed, that this squadron 
ought to exist, they were, in order to maintain it, 
for cutting down the ordinary appropriations for 
the rest of the navy. Thegentleman from New 
York asked if there was any. impending necessity 
which required this vast augmentaticn of appropri- 
ations of three millions for t the last year? Now, he 
denied that there was this vast augmentation. | "As 
he understood it, there was. but an augmentation 
of little over one million, taking the home squad- 
ron into the account; and leaving out the home 


‘squadron, there was only an augmentation of three 


or four hundred thousand dollars. The gentleman 
had contended that we were in no danger of war, 
to require an increase of our naval establishment. 
He agreed with him in believing that there was no 
danger of a war; he did not desire to raise a war- 
panic for the purpose of aiding the navy; he wish- 
ed the appropriations to be placed on their own 
merits, and to be made wi:h a view to the efficiency 
and respeciability of the navy. The gentleman 
asked if the appropriations of 1841 were not suf- 
ficient for the protection of our commerce. He 
did not believe that they were; and the fact that 
the appropriation for the home squadron was pass- 
ed by so large a majority, showed that Congress 
also believed that they were not sufficient, 


Mr. C., in conclusion, said that there was one 
political consideration applicable to al! time—and 
not less. applicable to other times than the _present— 
which should induce Congress to be liberal in its 
appropriations for the navy. In the face of the 
fact, when there never was a time in the period of 
our history when there was so manifest a tendency, 
on the part of thé legislative branch of the Govern- 
ment, to draw into its own arms the functions be- 
longing tothe Executive, gentlemen were continu- 
ally harping on the dangers of Executive usurpa- 
tion. In reference to that complaint, there was a 
most important and material consideration applica- 
ble to the navy. There were bat two arms of the 
military service—the land forces and the navy; and 
there was this manifest difference between them: 
if you augment the land forces, you i increase the 
Executive power, and place in the hands of an 
ambitious and designing man who may fill the Ex- 
ecutive chair the means of over powering and con- 
troliing the Legislature. No such danger, however, 
existed with regard to the navy. This was known 
from universal history. There was, in no part of 
history, a case in which the navy had been employed 
to suengthea Executive power, and to keep down 

and oppress the people. Their service was always 
on the ocean, defending their country from forsik 
‘aggression, and could not be employed i in purging 
a refraciory legislature, or ia shooting down assem- ' 
blages of the people. Mr. C. referred to the repub- 
lies. of Aihens, Carthage, and Venice, whose policy 
it was to encour their navies, and to keep their 
land forees within proper limits. 

Mr. PARMENTER observed, that as he came 
from a section of the country that was deeply i in- 
terested in the welfare of the navy, and as one of 
the largest navy- yards was situated in his State, it 
was proper that he should say a word or two on 
the subject. He remembered very well the time 
when the frigate Censutution was launched; and 
remembered, too, that ia that early period in the 
history of the navy there was considerable opposi- 
tion to it, from various sections of the country. He 
did not belie eve, however, that the op position 10 it 
that was manifested at that time resulted from the 
fact of its being unpopular, but becanse there was 
an impression on the public mind that the then Ad: 
ministration was pathiog the expenditures. for the 
system further than the publie service demanded. 
He had frequently, since that time, when he had 
seen large appropriations for this” branch of the 
services burried through the House, almost by ac- 
clamation, felt an alarma lest the time should come 
when, from Similar causes, the navy would egain 
lose ground i in the public favor. He would, there- 
fore, warn those gentlemen who, like bim, were 
friendly to this arm of our defence, that, by earry- 
ing their appropriations for it to an extent that the 
people might consider extravagan', would“ be 
striking a severer blow at it than its worst enemies 


a 
were capable of doing, At present, however, it 
was not the amount of the appropriations that was 
operating against the navy, so much as its organ- 
ization. After ihe late war, when the navy, in 
consequence of its achievements, had become so 
popeiar as to induce Congress to make large appro- 
priations for its increase, a law was passed, 
which placed it almost entirely under the contro] 
of a Board. ef Navy Commissioners, consisting 
of three. post-captains. Mr. P. here read the 
act creating the Navy Board, and observed that 
he had no doubt of the fact that the principal 
part of the. opposition that had been since mani- 
fested to the navy arose in consequence of the 
creation of this Board. Though he had no doubt 
that all the officers that had at various times since 
its creation composed it were able and efficient, as 
officers; yet he did not believe that the President 
ever bad it in his power to select such as were, in 
every respect, qualified for the new duties they 
were to perform. Under the provisions of the law 
he had referred to, it was well known that almost 
the whole management of the navy was intrusted 
to this Board, though it was provided that the Sec- 
retary of the "Navy should have the supervision of 
their proceedings, Thus they had to make con- 
tracts for timber, and for the varicus other mate- 
terials and supplies required for the naval service, 
notwithstanding the fact that a prst- captain was 
the most unfit peison in the world to make eon- 
tracts. ‘Then they had the control of the construe- 
tion of our vessels, and, owing to the different tastes 
of the cfficers, these were built of different models; 
many of which were not genera:ly approved of. 
He would not, however, go into this part of the 
subject. His object in rising was to express the 
opinion that the vpposition which was at present 
manifested to the navy was more owing to. its ors 
ganization than to the amount of the. appropri- 
ation, and to cail the attention of the Heuse to the 
necessity that existed of passing some law to pat it 
on a more efficient footing. There was another 
dificulty arising out of the constilution of this 
Board, that he should not omit to mention. From 
that sympathy which the post-captains had for one 
another, and from that esprit du corps which nsite 
rally belonged to the service, there was danger of 
their e employing more cfficers and vessels of a 
larger class than theZ exigencies of the service 
pointed out, or the President and his Cabinet might 
approve of. For instance: when Commodere 
Hall went to the Med diterranean, a ship of the 
line was pat into commission fer that sera 
vice, though a frigate would have been sufi. 
cient. Again: a ceventy-four was put in ecm- 
mission when Commodore. Morris, one of the 
Navy Board, went to the Pacific, In that case, also, 
a frigate would have been amply svfficient for the 
service. Now, the commitice would bear in 
mind that the “difference in expense between the 
employment of a ship of the line and a frigate 
was two or three hundred thousand dollars. Now, 
if one of the high officers of the navy, on being or- 
dered on a foreign Station, desired a ship of the 
line instead of a frigate, the Commissioners of the 
Navy would be very likely to accommodate ‘him; 
and, therefore, the continuance of this Board would 
| probably occasion the employment of larger yes- 
seis than the service requires, Though he felta 
pride in the hcnor and glory of the navy, it was 
necessary, in his opinion, to guard against carrying 
the appropriations for it so far as to excite jealousy 
in the public mind, and render it unpopular. There 
was an impre: ion abroad, and gaining ground 
daily, that the ‘expenses attending this branch of 
the service were growing to too great an extent. 


With regard to the bill under consideration, the 
remark had been made that the Secretary of the 
Navy had called for an expenditure of eleven mil- 
lions for thé ensuing year. It was s! aied that there 
was an outstanding balance of appropriations on 
the Ist of January last, of three millions of dollars; 
znd that the Secretary required an èppropriation 

eight millions more. Mr. P, then went into a 
ceed statement of the appropriations estimated 
for under the different heads, from which he, canie 
to the conclasion that, dedueting the amount stricken 
out by the Committee of Ways and Means, and the 


‘amountstricken out by this committee, the expendi§ 
tures. of the current year would be.a -ittle over 
sévén millions’ of dollars He then expressed the 
“wish’that no. further reduction would be made. 
‘Mr. Ps-was about referring to the appropriations 
for some of the navy-yards, when he was called to 
order'by Mr. Evererr, who desired the debate to 
be confined to the question before the House. 
‘After a few more remarks from Mr. P., in which 
he expressed an anxious desire to promote the wel- 
‘fare and usefulness of the navy, and deprecated 
carrying the appropriations for it to such an exirav- 
‘agant.extent as might render it unpopular, he re- 
sumed his seat. 

Mr. MERIWETHER replied to some remarks 
of previous speakers, in relation to some facts which 
he had stated to the committee at an early period 
of the debate. He justified the amendment which 
he proposed, and which the committee had adopted, 
and relied partially on a communication from the 
Navy Department, which supported his position, 
that the balance in hand on the Ist January was 
greater than was estimated by the Secretary. The 
document to-which he alluded was a communica- 
tion from the Navy Department, in compliance 
with a resolution of the House of Representatives 
of the 18th instant, stating that the sum of 
$742,510, chargeable to the appropriation for the 
pay, &e. of the home squadron, was on hand on 
the 3lst December, 1841, and that the sum of 
$250,000 of that appropriation was, under the pro- 
visions of the act of 30th June, 1834, transferred 
to other heads, which were exhausted; which 
sum-of $250,000 is to be reimbursed to the appro- 
priation for the home squadron, upon the passage 
of the law making provision for the naval service 
of the present year. Thus it was shown that, in- 
stead of $666,000, the available balance was up- 
wards of $742,000; and if this balance were added 
to the appropriation called for by the Secretary, 
the sum which he required would amount to more 
than $11,000,000. He proceeded to show thatsome 
of the vessels now forming part of the home 
squadron were in service before; and, therefore, 
no additional expense wasincurred. And he stated 
that some of our ships, for which provision was 
made for the year, were returning home; and, on 
their arrival, the men would be discharged, and con- 
sequently they would be paid but for six months, 
while provision was made for them for twelve 
months. 


He also commented on the proposed promotion 
of captains, and an increase of their number from 
68 to 105, one of whom had not rendered a day’s 
service since 1825; and yet it was proposed to pay 
him fer the whole period. He was pleased to find 
that the Senate had refused to confirm that nomina- 
tion; and he hoped no appropriation would be 
made to pay for services which had never been 
rendered. Of the recently ordered iron steam-ves- 
sel he spoke as tbe veriest humbug which 
could be devised; and he expected, as soon 
as it was launched, that it would float to the 
bottom, He condemned the continued build- 

-ing of vessels when they had vessels rotting 
on the stocks; and he asked, while they had so 
many materials on hand—sufficient to build fifteen 
74-gun ships—why tbey should vote the means of 
purchasing more? He would not even vote a 
dollar to put the ships now on the stocks into com- 
mission, for he believed we did not want them. 

Mr. McKAY also entered into some explana- 
tion, and contended that, though in favor of a ree 
duction of the appropriation, it did not follow that 
he was in favor of a reduction of the navy. He 
showed, by a reference to executive documents, 
that, in the last year, the navy had been increased 
by 3,000 men; and he deemed it unnecessary to 
keep up the.navy, in time of peace, to the point lo 
which it had been increased, of beyond what it 
was in the previous year. He continued for some 
time; and, in the course of his remarks, intimated 
that he had documents to sustain his positions, but 
they were not then at hand. 


Mr. ARNOLD, therefore, obtained the gentle- 


man’s permission to move that the ¢ommittee rise, 
which was agreed to; and the committee rose and 
reported progress. 

The House thea adjourned. 


* 


Lands, reported a bill for the relief of Henry 
| Newman; which was read, and ordered to a second 


IN SENATE, 
Mowpay, May 23, 1842. 


Mr. EVANS presented a memorial from the 
inhabitants of Sidney, in the State of Maine, pitay- 
ing that the revenue bill, reported. by Mr. SALTON- 
STALL in. the House of Representatives, may be- 
come a law without modification or amendment: 
referred: to the Commitee on Manufactures. 

Mr. E. also presented the proceedings of a meet- 
ing of the inhabitants of Bucksport and Orland, in 
Maine, on the subject cf the present depressed 
state of the coasting trade, and the principal 
branches of indusiry connected with it, condemna- 
tory of the tariff of duties imposed at the extra ses- 
sion on-manufactured wood: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Manufactures. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the proceedings of a 
public meeting held in Eaton, Madison county, 
New York, on the subject of the American pris- 
oners at Van Dieman’s Land; and urging the in- 
terposition of this Government to effect iheir libe- 
ration: referred to the Committee on Foreign Re- 
lations. 

Mr. W. aiso presented the petition and vouchers 
of Israel Ketchum, one of the sub-contractors 
who was engaged in constructing the fort on Dau- 
phin island, Alabama, in support of his claim; 
which was referred to the Committee on Claims, 
to which was referred the claim of Farrow and 
Harris. 

Mr. CHOATE presented a memorial from Mas- 


sachusetis on the subject of international eopy- 
rights; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Č. also presented a memorial from inhabit. 
ants of Barnstable, Massachusetts, on the subject 
of the duty on salt: referred to the Committee on 
Manufactures. 

Mr. McROBERTS presented a memorial from 
the Legislature of Illinois, urging upon Congress 
the claims of Joseph Ogle and others, the ancient 
settlers of Ilinois, to an additional grant of lands 
referred to the Committee on Pablic Lands, 

Mr. SMITH, from the Committee on Public 


reading. 
RHODE ISLAND DIFFICULTIES. 

Mr. TALLMADGE rose, and gave notice that, 
when the resolutions heretofore offered by the Sen- 
ator from Ohio, [Mr. AtiEn,] on the subject of the 
Rhode Island matters, came up for consideration, 
he would offer the following resolutions as a substi- 
tute for them, viz: 


publican form of government, but also to protect each one of 


Republics, 
prescribed 
force to ave 


z 
# 


my p by 
y and revolu- 
, and, in the end, to 
idis such a domestic violence 
ature (or Executive, when the 
) to apply for, and obtain from, 
inst the same. 

tion made by the Legislature of 
Rhode island, one ofthe “Oid Thirteen,” to the President of the 
United States, for protection against domestic violence, was 
within the meaning and terms of the Constitution: and that it 
was the duty of the President to takesuch preparatory steps 2s 
a wise and prudent forecast demanded, and to adopt such efil- 
cient measures as are contemplated Uy the Constitution, and 
thelaws made in pursuance of it, for giving such protection. 

On motion o r ALLEN, the resolutions and 
substitute were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. KING presented a memorial from citizens 
of the State of Alabama, residing in the Cherokee 
country, where a land office was recently author- 
ized to be established, recommending Jefferson, in 
Cherokee country, as a proper loeation for the pro- 
posed office: referred to the Commitiee on the Pub- 


lic Lands. 


the United States protection 
Resolved, That the apf 


Mr. BUCHANAN presented the proceedings of- 
a numerous meeting held at McKean Corners, in’ 


Erie county, Pennsylvania, on the subject } 
tariff. The resolutions adopted by the meeting are . 
numerous. The tendency of all of them is infaver 
of a tariff of protection to domestic manufactures 
against foreign competition: referred to the Come 
mittee on Manufactures. poa PE j 
THE ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. ©. 
` Mr, KING asked-thé Senate to take up the reso- 
lution submitted by him four months ago, propos: 
ing to fix a day for the adjournment ‘of Congress 
sine die. He said that, when ‘the resolution was 
taken up the second time, the objection of Senators 
to it was, that it was premature to pass it then. 
The resolution could now be taken up, and so‘al- 
tered as to fix some day proper for the adjovrn- 
ment.. He believed that, after a lapse of. six- 
months, the Senate would be prepared now to say 
when they would adjourn. If aday was fixed, it 
would have the tendency to prevent unuecessary 
diseussion and delay of the public business, He 
asked that the Senate would take up the resolution 
for consideration. ieee rare 
Mr. SEVIER demanded the yeas and 
that motion; which were ordered. 
The question having been put, the result was as 
follows: j D 
YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 


Falton, King, Linn, McRoberts, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, 
Seuraan, Tappan, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, and Wright 


nays on 


NAYS—Merssrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates. Bayard, Choate, 
Clayton, Cratts, Evans, Graham, Huntington, Mangum, Miler, 
Morehead, Preston, Rives, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tall. 
madge, White, and Woodbridge—20. 

So the Senate refused to take up the résolution. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the Senate proceed- 
ed to the consideration of the bills on the private 
calendar; when 

The bill for the settlement of the accounts of 
Silas Dean was taken up, as in. committee of the 
whole. ' ‘ 

This bill aathorizes the proper accounting officers 
of the Treasury to settle the claim, by paying what 
appeared to be due Mr. Dean on an examination 
of the vouchers. The history of the claim appear- 
ed, from the debate, to be this: The Continental 
Congress authorized its secret committee to enter 
into a contract with some merchant to proceed to 
Europe to sell produce of the United States, with 
the view to invest the proceeds of the same in cer- 
tain articles of merchandise for the use of the Uni- 
ted States. Mr. Dean entered into a contract with 
the secret committee to perform the service, for 
which he was to receive 5 per cent. on the purchases, 
He proceeded to France in 1776, as directed, and 
purchased 100 pieces of artillery, and munitions 
of war for 25,000 troops, The charges he made, . 
it seemed, were considered of an extraordinary 
character. They. were contested, and the Conii- 
nental Congress authorized the appointment of an 
agent to go abroad and adjust the accounts with 
Mr. Dean. The agent reported that he had not 
sufficient information before him to make a final 
adjustment; but, after the partial examination, he 
struck a balance in favor of Mr. Dean of 6,000 or 
7,000 livres. He asked for further instructions, 
whic the Continental Congress never gave; -and 
consequently the claim of five per cent. commis- 
sion remained in abeyance. Mr, Dean died soon 
after, leaving @ son feeble in health, and. imbecile 
in mind, who never was in a condition to prosecute 
the claim. The son died about the year 1830, and 
Mr. Dean’s representative, in some years after, 
learned that the accounts, vouchers, and books, 
necessary to support the claim before Congress, had 
been accidentally found in the State Department. 
On the strength of these documents, the claim was 
presented to Congress in 1838; and it was refer- 
red to the Treasury Department, where the whole 
matter underwent a rigid and laborious examina- 
ton. The Treasury Department, in due time, made 
its report in favor of the Saim, and ascertained 
that upwards of $60,000 was due to Mr. Dean. 

The merits of the claim were sustained in the 
debate, which arose to-day ia the Senate, by Messrs. 
CLAYTON, SMITH of Connecticut, and HUN- 
TINGTON; and opposed by Messrs. KING, 
SEVIER, HENDERSON, MANGUM, and 
TAPPAN: the grounds of opposition being, on the 
part of Messrs. SEVIER, Kine, and Manovm, that 


RO specific sam was set forth in the bill, and con- 
sequently no limitation to the appropriation, which 
was left to the discretion of the accounting officer,- 
Messrs. Henvegson and Tappan” opposed the 

claim, on the grounds of probability that the Con- 

tinental Congress had gõod grounds for disputing 

the accounts; and, with full information on the 

Subject, having refused to act upon; it, there was 

no sufficient reason shown why. Congress now 

should sanction such a large appropriation. 

Mr. KING moved to strike out the clause au- 
thorizing the accounting officer to pay the money, 
and substituting one requiring him to ascertain 
and report to Congress, next session, the sum fairly 
due.on the accounts. 

‘Pending the question on this amendment, 

Mr. SEVIER, in order to gain time for the pro- 
duction of the original contract, moved to post- 
pone the subject till to-morrow; which was agreed 
to, 

“The Senate then went into executive session, 
and, afier some time spent therein, 

Adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, May 23, 1842. 


Mr; PLUMER presented the petition cf Dennis 
Doyle, a soldier of the last war, asking for a pen- 
sion: referred te the’ Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions. ‘ 

Qn motion by Mr. FILLMORE, 

The House resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Cuirrorp 
of Maine ia the chair,) and resumed the considera- 
tion of the naval appropriation bill. 

When the committee rose on Saturday, the state 
of the question was as follows: 

. Mr. McCietian of New Yoik moved to add 
the following proviso: 

"Provided, That, till otherwise ordered by Congress, no part 
ofthis or any future or existing appropriation shall be applied 
to the payment of any officer in the navy appointed after this 
date, beyond the number in each grade on the Ist day of Janu- 
ary, 1841; and that the excess now in the service beyond that 
number shall-be reduced as fast as deaths, resignations, and 
promotions, will permit.” 

Which Mr. Evererr had moved to amend as 
follows: - 

Strike out all after the word “provided,” and insert “ that no 
part of this appropriation shall be applied for pay of any officer 
of the grade of captain, commander, lieutenant, or midship. 
man, hereafter appointed, if the number in service of his re- 


vous grade shall exceed the number in service on the Ist 
lay of January, 1841,” 


Mr. McKAY, who had the floor, addressed the 
committee at some length, in reply to Mr. Cusa- 
ina. Mr. McK. was heard so imperfectly, that the 
reporter cannot veniure to attempt a sketch of his 
remarks, ; 

After some remarks from Mr. WISE, 

Mr. BIDLACK would inquire of the honorable 
gentleman [Mr. Wisc] whether these appropria- 
tions. could not be eat down to an amount barely 
‘necessary for the prezent wants of the navy; and 
then provide for any thing that might be expedi- 
ent or necessary beyond that, in the bill for the re- 
organization of the navy, which he proposed should 
be next taken up? f 

Mr. WISE replied in the negative. 

Mr. BIDLACK would further ask the gentle- 
man whether be had read the article in this morn- 
ing’s Madisonian, which led to the inference that 

‘there were some apprehensions of a war with 
England? Did the gentleman know whether any- 
thing had transpired in regard to the negotiations 
now in progress, which would authorize such an 
inference? 

Mr. WISE replied that he had not seen the ar- 
ticle the gentleman referred to, and this was the 
first time he had heard anything about it. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he would submit a few 
remarks in relation to some of the items in the 
bill, For the construction of the dry-dock at New 
York, the estimate sent in was $182,600; and the 
Committee of Ways and Means had reduced the 
Same to $129,100, with a proviso requiring that 
the site should be surveyed, the tide made good, 
and the location reapproved by the President and 

‘Becretary of the Navy. 

McKEON: said: he had called upon the 

Ommissioners in relation to this work, and 


z 
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had. learned from them that, out of $50,000 pre- 
viously appropriated towards this work, $47,000 
had been expended, or was under contract. An 
engineer had been appointed, and‘the work was in 
progress. ` 

Mr. FILLMORE held that though the work 
might be in the progress of construction, yet it 
should not go on. if it were shown that its position 
was disadvantageous. He read from the report of 
the Sceretary to show that the location as now pro- 
posed was bad—not enough land in front, and pri- 
vate property adjoining, (especially a iurpentine 
manufactory,) which would render the public pro- 
perty in danger from fire. 

After some remarks from Messrs. McKEON 
and AYCRIGG, 

Mr. FILLMORE stated the reasons for the item 


of $59,097 for naval stores and ordnance on the | 


lakes, i: was for the purpose of protecting that 
part of the country which was ŝo liable to aggres- 
sion, 

Mr. CARUTHERS was understood to inquire 
whether there was not a greater number of vessels 
than usual on the-Northern lakes, 

Mr. FILLMORE answered, that, according to 
the convention of 1817, there were two vessels on 
the upper, and one on the lower lakes. At pres- 
ent, he understood, from documents in his posses- 
sion, that the British hadon the lakes one vessel 
of twenty guns, two of six, and three steamers— 
making in all sixarimed vessels, where we had none. 
There was another fact, which he would mention. 
Our vessels could only be used upon the lakes 
Where they were built; there was no means by 
which they could pass the falls. The British ves- 
sels, on the contrary, could pass them by means of 
the ship canal, on the Canada side. 

Mr. MERIWETHER inquired whether the 
Secretary of the Navy had sent in the estimate 
for ordnance; also, whether the sum of $600,000 
was not appropriated for that object at the extra 
session. 

Mr. FILLMORE said the estimate was not subs 
mitted by the Secretary of the Navy, the item bav- 
ing been inserted by the Committee of Ways and 
Means. In answer to the second inquiry, he would 
State that $600,000 were appropriated at the extra 
session; but the whole of the appropriation. was ex- 
pended on the service ia the Alautic and the Gulf 
of Mexico. Now, it was proposed to apply a small 
Sum to the lakes, where protection was needed, in- 
asmuch as the first shock of war would be felt in 
that quarter. He hoped his Atlantic friends, who 
had had the benefit of §155,000,060 of naval ap- 
propriations, would not object to this small amount 
for the lakes. 

Mr. STUART of Illinois inquired whether, ac- 
cording to the convention between the two Gov- 
ernmeats in 1817, six months’ notice had not been 
given by one of the parties, and the provision, al- 
lowing only a certain number of armed vessels to 
each power, annulled? 

Mr. FILLMORE said he did not know whether 
either nation had given notice of its desire to have 
the convention suspended or not. He believed, 
however, that, in eonsequence of the disturbances 
in the British territories, our Government had im- 
pliedly consented that the Engtish might employ 
more vessels than were allowed by the convention 
of 1817, 

The hour of one o'clock having arrived, the 
time which had been agreed upon to terminate the 
deba:e in the Committee of the Whole, the com- 
mittee was bronghi to direct votes on the respective 
clauses and the amendments offered ihereto. Tel. 
lers were called for on the amendment cffered by 
Mr. Everett to the amendment of Mr. Me- 
CLELLAN, and it was hegatived; the vote being 
71 in the affirmative, and 75 in the negative, 

Mr. BARNARD called for tellers on Mr. Me- 
CLELLaN’s amendment, which were ordered; and 
the voie was 89 in the affirmative, and 80 in the 
negative. The amendment was, therefore, agreed 
to, 

Clauses Nos. 2, 3, and 4, were passed over with- 
out amendment, : è 

Clause Nos. 5 was for increase, repair, arma- 
ment, and equipment of the navy, and wear and 
tear of vessels in commission, $3,165,000; which 


the Committee of Ways and Means proposed to 
reduce to $2 000,000. 

Mr. CARUTHERS proposed 
ducing the amount to $1,000,000, 
atived; the vote, taken by tellers, 
affirmative and 94 in the negative. 

He thea proposed to amend by fixing the sum at 
$1,500,000; which was also negatived by a major- 
ity of 88 to 80; and the amendment of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means was agreed to. 

Clause No. 6 was for ordnance and ordnance 
stores on the Northern lakes, $59,097, 

Mr. HOWARD proposed to add thereto a pro- 
viso to the effect that any armed steamship which 
might be constructed on the Northwestern lakes, 
under the authority of a late act of Congress, should 
not be constructed of iron, or principally. of iron, 
but of such materials as are usually employed for 
the construction of vessels cf war. 

- Mr. PROFFIT asked if this amendment wasin 
order, He said the contract for the vessel refer- 
ted to had been long since signed, sealed, and de~ 
livered. 

Mr. FILLMORE remarked that the amend- 
ment had nothing to do with ihe subject-matter of 
the clause to which it was proposed to append it; 
and therefore was not in order. The clause of the 
bill related to ordnance and ordnance stores; but 
the amendment related to a vessel which bad been 
already ordered. 

The CHAIRMAN decided the amendment to 
be out of order, 

Mr. HOWARD appealed from the Chairman’s 
decision; but the House sustained it on a division, 
and the clause of the bill, in its original shape, was 
adopted. f 

Clause No. 8—being for improvement and neces- 
sary repairs of the navy-yard at Charlestown, Mas- 
sachusetts, $86,000—the Committee of Ways and 
Means proposed to amend, by reducing the sum to 
$29,000. 

Mr. PARMENTER proposed to make the sum 
$64,000; which was negatived, and the amend- 
ment of the Committee of Ways and Means 
was agreed to. 

Clause No. 9 was for improvement and neces. 
sary repairs of the navy-yard at Brooklyn, New 
York, $183,600; which the Committee of Ways and 
Meaas proposed to reduce to $129,100. : 


Mr. FILLMORE submitted a proviso, to pro- 
vide that no part of this or any former appropria- 
tion should be applied to construct a dry-dock at 
Brooklyn, until a suitable site had been selecid, and 
plans approved by the Sccretary of the Navy. 

Mr. LEVY desired to submit an amendment, to 
provide for the construction of a dry-dock at Pen- 
sacola; but it was decided not to be in order. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to amend the 
proviso, by substituting “ Congress” for the “‘See- 
retary of the Navy,” whose approval should ‘be 
necessary before any part of. the appropriation 
could be‘expended for the constrnciion of the dry- 
dock at Brooklyn. 

Mr. C. J, INGERSOLL asked how the gentle- 
man from Tennessee proposed that the approbation 
of Congress should be testified. 

Mr. Jounson’s reply was not heard. 

Tellers were then called for, and 35 only voting 
in favor of Mr. Jounson's amendment, it was withe 
drawn: and the proviso of the Committee of Ways 
and Means was agreed to. 

Clause No. 10 proposed to appropriate $17,100 
for improvement and necessary repair of the navy- 
yard at Philadelphia, which the Coramittee of 
Ways aad Means proposed to reduce to $1, 600. 

Mr. C. BROWN moved to amend, by substitut. 
ing for $1,620 the sum of $100,600; which was 
negatived. He then proposed $50,600; which was 
also negatived; and the amendment of the Com. 
mittee of Ways and Means was agreed to, : 

Ciause No. 11 appropriated $43,700 for the 
navy-yard at Washington. The Committee of 
Ways and Means reduced the sum to $15,300; and 
the amendment was agreed to, 

Ciause No, 12 appropriated $92,800 for the na- 
vy-yard at Gosport; which was reduced to $56,800 
on the recommendation of the Committee of. Ways 
and Means. 

Clause No. 13 proposed to Appropriate $33,800 


to amend by re- 
which was neg. 
being 70 in the 


for-improvement and necessary repairs of the bavy- 

~ yard at Pensacola, Florida. .~ : 

:-Mr. LEVY moved to amend, by. striking out 
$33,800, and add, “with a view of fitting -it for the 
construction and repair of ships, $100,000)? which 
‘was negatived. i 

Clause No. 15 was for necessary repairs of the 
hospital building and its dependencies at Brooklyn, 

. New York, $20,000. 
Mr. FILLMORE was. understood to move to 
Strike out this appropriation, and insert $1,550. 

- This amendment was agreed to; and the appro- 
priation, by clause 17, for the hospital at Pensacola, 
was also understood to be reduced from $28,000 to 
$2,000. ` 4 

‘Clause 18, for the necessary repairs of the Phila- 
delphia Naval Asylum, $1,300— . 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN proposed to amend, 

` by increasing the amount to $2,300; which was 
negatived. 

Mr. MERIWETHER said if $1,300 would suf- 
fice, he thought any sum could be dispensed with; 
and-he therefore moved to strike out the entire ap- 
propriation, The motion was negatived. 

To clause No. 20, for contingent expenses for 
objects not thereinbefore enumerated, $3,000— 

Mr. FILLMORE proposed to add a provision 
for the payment of $4,345 for a survey of Nan- 
tucket Shoals. 

Mr. SHIELDS moved an amendment to ap- 
propriate $6,000 for a survey of the Gulf of Mex- 
ico. ` 

The CHAIRMAN decided that both amend- 
ments were out of order. 


Mr. FILLMORE explained that the money for 
which he desired an appropriation to be made had 
been already paid by the navy agent; and, if the 
committee would permit, he would state the cir- 
cumstances under which it was done. 


The CHAIRMAN intimated that, as it was a 
payment not previously authorized by law, the 
amendment was not in order. 

Mr. SHIELDS wished to offer his amendment 
separate and distinct from that of the gentleman 
from New York; and he believed it would be in or- 
der, as the survey of the Gulf of Mexico had been 
authorized by law. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD inquired whether he eor- 
rectly understood that the sum paid for the survey 
of the Nantucket.shoals had been paid without au- 
thority of law? ` f 
- Mr. FILLMORE said the navy agent had paid 
the money by the authority of the Navy Depart- 
ment. : 

Mr. UNDERWCOD said he should oppose it, 
then, for he wanted to breakdown such a system 
of doing business. í 

Both amendments were withdrawn. 

The clauses of the bill, from No.2t to 29, inelu- 
sive, were under the head of “marine corps,” to 
which no amendments were cffered. 


Mr. WISE then said he wished the committee to 
return to clause No. 13, appropriating $33,000 for 
the Pensacola navy-yard, as he was not in his seat 
when that clause was acted upon, and he was desi- 
yous to move an amendment thereto. 

The clause was again taken up, and Mr. WISE 
sent to the Clerk, to be read, a communication from 
the Secretary of the Navy. a 

Mr. MERIWETHER asked if that was in or- 
der now the debate was closed? - If the debate was 
again to be opened, he hoped they should all be 
allowed to take part in it. : 

Mr, WISE said it was not a re-opening of the 
debate; but he presumed he was-at liberty. to move 
his amendment, which was to add the sum of 
$1,500 for a naval constructor at the Pensacola 
navy-yard, which would increase the appropria- 
tion for the yard to $35,300. The amendment was 

ed to. 
ar GWIN moved to strike out the whole of 
the bill after the enacting clause, and insert a sab- 
sutute which he had prepared, appropriating the 
sum of $1,000,000 for the immediate and pressing 
wants of the navy- 

The motion was negatived. i 

Mr. HOWARD desired again to submit an 
amendment which he had previously offered, re- 


oe 
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specting the steamship constructing for the lakes; 
but it was decided to be out of order. ; 

Mr. CARUTHERS offered an additional sec- 
tion to provide tbat no part of the appropriations. 
made by this bill should be transferred to other 

“heads than those for which they were expressly ap- 
propriated. i f 

The proposition was negatived. Pe 

Mr. GWIN renewed his motion, varying the 
sum which he proposed to fix at $1,500,000. 

‘The motion was negatived. 

The committee then rose, and Mr. CLIFFORD, 
its chairman, reported the bill to the House with 
sundry amendments. 

The Speaker took the chair; when 

Mr. CUSHING obtained the floor, and moved 
the previous question. 

Mr. MERIWETHER inquired of the Speaker 
whether, under the previous question, the question 
would be taken seriatim on each amendment, or 
on the whole together; also, whether it would pre- 
vent the offering amendments in the House that 
had been rejected in Committee of the Whole, 

The SPEAKER sai that, if it was the pleasure 
of the House, the question would be taken on each 
amendment separately; and that no amendment 
could be offered that had been rejected in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. 

On taking the question, “ Will the House second 
the previous question 2” the ayes were 56, and the 
noes 57—not a quorum; whereupon 


Mr. CUSHING called for tellers, which were 
ordered; and Messrs. Gwin of Mississippi and Ay- 
crice of New Jersey were appointed, whe, on la- 
king the count, reported 81 ayes, and 77 noes. So the 
previous question was seconded. 

The main question was then ordered, when it 
was first taken on concurring in the amendment 
made in Committee of the Whole, reducing the ap- 
propriation for the pay of commissioned, warrant, 
and peity officers, and seamen, from $3,195,432 23 
to $2,335,000; and decided in the affirmative: yeas 
113, nays 89, as follows: 


YoAS—Messrs. Landaff W. Andrews, Arnold, Arringtoh, 
Atherton, Aycrigg, Beeson, Bidlack, Black, Boardman, Boyd, 
Bronson, Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, Charles Brown, Jere- , 
miah Brown, Burke, Wiliam O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, 
Patrick €. Caldwell, William B. Campbell, Thomas J. Camp- 
bell, Caruthers, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Col- 
quiu, Mark A. Cooper, Cowen, Cravens, Daniel, Garrett Davis, 
Richard D. Davis, Dean, Deberry, Doan, John C. Edwards, 
Egbert, Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, A.“Lawrence Foster, 
Thomas F. Foster, Gerry, Goggin, William O. Goode, Graham, 
Green, Gustine, Gwin, Harris, Hays, Houck, Houston, Howard, 
Hubard, Hunter, Jack, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Keim, 
Lane, Lewis, Littlefield, Abraham McClellan, Robert McClel- 
lan, McKay, ‘McKeon, Alfred Marshall, Samson Mason, Mathiot, 
Medill, Meriwether, Miller, Mitchell, Moore, Newhard, Owsley, 
Patridge, Payne, Pickens, Rayner, Read, Reding, Reneher, 
Reynolds, Rhett, Rogers, William Russell, Sanford, Saunders, 
Shaw, Shepperd, Shields, Snyder, Sprigg, Stokely, Joho T. Siu- 
art, Sweney, John B. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Triplett, 
Turney, Underwood, Van Buren, Warren, Washington, West- 
brook, James W., Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Joseph 
L. Williams, and Wood—113. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alien, Sherlock J Andrews, Bab- 
cock, Baker, Barton, Birdseye, Biair, Botts, Bowne, Brewster, 
Briggs, Brockway, Burnell, William Butler, Childs, Chittenden, 
John C. Clark, Staley N. Clarke. James Cooper, Cranston, 
Cushing, John Edwards, Everett, Ferris, Fessenden, Fillmore, 
John G. Floyd, Gamble, Giddings, Gilmer, Patrick G. Goode, 
Granger, Habersham, Hall, Willan S. Hastings, Jobn Tastings, 
Hopkins, Hudson, Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoli, Joseph R. Inger- 
soll, William W. Irwin, James, Willian Cost Johnson, John P, 
Kennedy, King, Lowell, Mallory, Mattocks, Maxwell, Morgan, 
Mortis, Morrow, Oliver, Parmenter, Pearce, Pendleton, Pow- 
ell, Profit, Ramsay, Randall, Ridgway, Riggs, Roosevelt, James 
M, Russell, Saltonstall, Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, Strat- 
toa, A. IL H. Stuart, Summers, Sumter, Faliaferro, Richard 
W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Van Rensselaer, 
Wallace, Ward, Weller, Edward D. White, Thomas W. Wil- 
liams, Wise, Yorke, and John Young—89. 

*Pae-next question was on concurring in the fol- 
lowing proviso, adopted on the motion of Mr. Me- 
CLELLAN: 

At the end of line 9 of the bill, insert as follows: 

t Provided, That, till otherwise ordered by Congress, no part 
of this, or any other future or existing appropriation, shall be 
appiied to the payment of any officers in the navy, appointed 
after this date, beyond the number in each grade on the Ist day 
of January, 1841; and that the excess now in the service beyond 
that number shail be reduced as fast as deaths, resignations, and 
promotions, will permit”? 

Mr. WISE called for the yeas and nays on this 
amendment, which were ordered; and, on taking 
the question, resulted in yeas 100, nays 94; as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Arnold, Arrington, Atherton, Aycrigg, 
Beeson, Black, A. V. Brown, Milton Rrown, Chas. Brown, 
Jeremiah Brown, Burke, William O. Butler, Green W. Cald- 
well, Patrick C, Caldwell, John Campbell, Wiliam B, Camp- 


Howard, Hubard, Hunter, Jack, Cave Johnson, Keim 
Littlefield, Abraham McClellan, Robert McClellan, M 


NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Landaff W. Andrews, Bab- 
cock, Baker, Barnard, Barton, Birdseye, Blair, Botts, Bowne 
Brewster, Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, Burnell, Wiliam But, 
ler, Childs, Chittenden, John C. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, Coles, 
James Cooper, Cranston, Cashing, John Edwards, Ferris, Fes: 
senden, Fillmore, John G. Floyd, Thomas F. Foster, Gamble, 
Patrick G. Goode, Graham, Granger, Habersham, Wm, S. Has- 
tings, Hopkins, Hudson, Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph 
R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, W. W. Irwin, James, Wm, Cost 
Johnson, John W. Jones, John P. Kennedy, King, Lane, Low: « 
ell, Mallory, Samson Mason, Mattocks, Maxwell, Mitchell, 
Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Oliver, Pendleton, Pickens, Powell, 
Proffit, Ramsay, Benj. Randall, Ridgway, Riggs, Roosevelt, 
J. M. Russell, Saltonstall, Shields, Truman Smith, ‘William.’ 
Smith, Steenrod, Stratton, Alexander H. H. Stuart, Summers, 
Sumter, Taliaferro, Richard W. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, 
Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, 
Ward, Washington, Edward Ð. White, Thomas W. Williams, 
Wise, Yorke, and John Young—94,7 


The remaining amendments made in Committee 
of the Whole were severally concurred in without. 
a division; and the bill, as amended, was ordered : 
to be engrossed for a third reading; after which, 


The question was taken by yeas and nays on the . 
passage of the bill, and carried in the affirmative-— 
yeas 171, nays 33, as follows: y 


YEAS.—Messrs. Adams, Allen, L. W. Andrews, Sherlock 
J. Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Bar- 
ton, Birdseye, Black, Blair, Boardman, Botis, Bowne, Boyd, 
Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, Mikon Brown, Jeremiah Brown, 
Burnell, William Butler, William O. Butler, John Campbell, 
Casey, Childs, Chittenden, John C. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, 
Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Cushing, 
Garrett Davis, Dean, Deberry, John Edwards, Egbert, Everett,’ 
Ferris, Fessenden, Fillmore, Thomas F. Foster, Gamble, Gerry, 
Giddings, Gilmer, Goggin, Patrick G. Goode, William O; 
Goode, Graham, Granger, Green, Gustine, Gwin, Habersham, 
Vall, Harris, William S. Hastings, John Ifastings, Hays, nop 
kins, Houck, Howard, Hubard, Hudson, Hunter, Hunt, Jo- 
seph R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, William W. Irwin Jack, 
James, William Cost Johnson, Cave Johnson, John W, Jonés, 
John P. Kennedy, King, Lane, Litilefield, Lowell, Abraham 
McClellan, Robert McClellan, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, , 
Alfred Marshall, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mathews, Mattocks, 
Maxwell, Medill, Mitchell, Moore, Morgan, Morrow, New- 
hard, Oliver, Owsley, Parmenter, Patridge, Pearce, Pene 
dleton, Pickens, Plumer, Pope, Powell, Proffit, Ramsey, Ben- 
jamin Randall, Rayner, Rencher, Reynolds, Ridgway, Riggs, 
Roosevelt, William Russell, James M. Russell, Saltonstall, 
Saunders, Shepperd, Shields, Slade, Truman Smith, Wiliam 
Smith, Steenrod, Stokely, Stratton, Alexander H. H. Stuart 
John T. Stuart, Summers, Sumter, Sweney, Taliaferro, John 
B. Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, Jacob ‘Thompson, 
Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, Underwood, Van 
Rensselaer, Wallace. Warren, Washington, Watterson, Weller, 
Edward DÐ. White, Thomas W. Williams, James W. Williams, 
Joseph L. Williams, Wise, Yorke, and Young—171. : 

NAYS.—Messts, Arrington, Atherton, Beeson, Bidlack, Brew- 
ster, Charies Brown, Burke, Green W. Caldwell, William B. 
Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Colquitt, Mark A. 
Cooper, Daniel, Doan, Doig, John ©. Edwards, John G. Floyd, 
Fornance, A. Lawrence Foster, Henry, Keim, Andrew Ken- 
nedy, Lewis, McKeon, Meriwether, Read, Reding, Snyder, 
Turney, Van Buren, Westbrook, and Christopher H, Wil- 
liams—33, 


On motion by Mr. WISE, the House resolved 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, (Mr. Unperwoop in the chair,) and re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill providing for 
the appointment of a board to ptepare a code of | 
rules and regulations. : 

When this vill was last under consideration: in 
Committee of the Whole, tbe amendment pending 
was tbat increasing the number of pursers from ten 
to fourteen, and to add to the board two citizens, to 
represent the sailors; and one officer of marines, to 
represent ihe marine corps. 

Mr. WISE said there was no objection on the 
part of the committee to that amendment. He 
would suggest, however, to the gentleman from 
Kentucky who effered this amendment, that no 
pay was proposed for the members of the board, as 
they were tobe officers in the service, and under 
pay; and that, thercfore, be ought to modify his 
amendment so as to provide pay for the civilians 
he contemplated putting on it. It would perbaps 
be better to have but one civilian on the board, and 
for it to consist of one of each grade, making seven 
in all—viz: one captain, one commander, one lieu 
tenant, one passed-midshipman, one midshipman, 
one purser, and one civilian. 


the propriety of‘appointing a board.of. officers to 
ainend acode which has-existed ever since we had 
a navy, and which we borrowed from the. British. 
He thought it would be better to. call. on the Secre- 


tary ofthe Navy: himself to-report to the next ses. 
sion of Congress a set of rulesand regulations for. 
the government of the navy, ‘which he could. pre- |, 
pate with the assistance of officers and other per- 


‘sons qualified to advise him. ` i 
< Mr: WISE agreed with the gentleman that the 
» Kégretaty was the most proper person to prepare 
the ‘code; and if the gentleman would offer an 
amendment tg that effect, the vote could be taken 
on itatonce. , s 
- Mr. ADAMS wished to have till to-morrow to 
prepare his amendment; and expressed.a wish that 
the bill be postponed till then. 
Mr. WISE having assented to the proposition—. 
‘On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the bill was laid 
aside, and the bill making appropriations for the 
support of the army for the year 1842, was taken 
up and read through; when, 
On motion of Mr. MERIWETHER, the com. 
mittee rove and reported progress. 
Mr. GILMER, from the Committee on Re- 


trenchment, made a report on the subject of the re- | 


organization of the Executive Departments; which 
was: lxid:on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

_ Mr. WISE here observed that he was now ready 
with a joint‘resolution on the subject of a code for 
the regalation of the navy. He had submitted it 
to the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
Avams,] and it met with his concurrence. He 
hoped that it would now be read and acted on. 

' No objection being made, the resolution was 
read. It provided that the Secretary of the Navy 
and the Attorney General shall prepare and sub- 
mit to Congress, at the next session, a code of rules 
and regulations for the government of the navy; 
which shall be in force when adopted by Congress. 

_ Mr. ADAMS suggested to Mr. Wisg to make it 
a separate, instead of a joint resolution, which was 
assented to; and the resolution, thus modified, was 
passed. : 

“The House then adjourned, 


IN SENATE, 
Turspay, May 24, 1842. 

A. message was received from the House of Rep- 
yesentalives, by their Clerk, accompanied by the 
bill making appropriations for the support of the 
navy for the year 1842. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, the bill was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

“Mr. SEVIER presented a memorial from the 
heirs of Joseph Wheaton, deceased, late an officer 
in the revolutionary war, praying to be allowed the 

amount of his pension retained in the Treasury 

under ‘the operation of the act of May 1, 1820; 

which was read, and referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, from the Committee on 
Commerce, to which had been referred the bill from 
the House authorizing the collector of the district 
of Fairfield to reside in the town of Fairfield or 
Bridgeport, in Counecticut, reported the same back 
without amendment. The bill was then read the 
secord and third times, and passed. 

Mr. BAYARD said he thought it proper that the 
committee created at the last session, to inguire into 
the propricty of appointing a corps of reporters for 
the Senate, should be revived. It had been sug- 
gested to him by several that this matter should be 
acted upon. He at the last session made a report 
on the subject, authorizing the appointment of a 
corps of reporters; which was not acted upon. His 
object in rising now was to submit a motion to re- 
vive that committee to take the subject into con- 
sideration. 

The CHAIR (Mr, Smitu of Indiana) suggested 
to the Senator from Delaware [Mr. Bavarp] the 
propriety of reducing his proposition to writing. 

» Mr. CRITTENDEN presented a memorial from 
< titizens of Pennsylvania, praying for the imposi- 
“Moa of sucha tariff of duties on foreign merchan- 
As will afford adequate revenue, and, at the 


2 


[DAMS siggested that he had an amend--ff 
nent which he wished to. offer,” provided - the bill- 
~“eduld be postponed till to-morrow. He questioned - 
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sametime, give protection: to American industry : 
referred to the Committee on Manufactures. 

Mr. PORTER presented asimilar memorial, from. 
Madison county, New York, which was referred to 
the same committee, 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and. Post Roads, reported a bill to pro+ 
vide for the. permanent employment in the Post 
Office Department of certain clerks heretofore, for 
several years, temporarily employed in that de- 
partment. ee a i i 

Mr. M. said the committee were induced to re- 
port this: bill, on the reception of 2-communication 
urging it from the Postmaster General. These 
clerks had been heretofore provided for only by 
annual appropriations, and were not authorized by 
any permanent law. Their services are indispen- 
sable to the department. The House ef Represent- 
atives have thought proper to strike from ihe ap- 
propriation bill the provision for the payment of 
these temporary clerks, because they were not au- 
thorized by law. It therefore becomes necessary 
that a law shall be passed making them permanent, 
to enable them to he paid for their services. 

The bill was then read, and ordered to a second 
reading; and the communication of the Postmaster 
General, and the bill, were ordered to be printed. 

The resolution of Mr. Mrraics, defining what 
communications and papers, whica from time to 
time might be transmiited from the departmenis to 
the Senate and its committees, shall be considered 
confidential; and the substitute proposed by Mr. 
MoRozegars, requiring the transacticn of executive 
business with open doors, came. up in their order— 
the latter Senator being entitled to the floor. 

Mr. BUCHANAN, understanding that the dis- 
cussion on the above subject would be prolonged% 
day or two, and impressed with the imperative ne- 
cessity of speedy action on the apportionment bill, 
suggested, if it would meet with the concurrence of 
the chairman of the Judiciary Committee, the pro- 
priety of tak'ng up that bill. 

Mr. McROBERTS, who was entiiled to the floor, 
acquiesced in the suggestion. Then— 

On motion of Mr. BUCHANAN, the previous 
orders of the day were postponed, and the Senate 
proceeded to the consideration, as in committee of 
the whole, of the 4 


APPORTIONMENT BILL} 

The questions immediately pending were the 
amendments proposed by the Judiciary Committee, 
striking out the ratio of 50,179, adopted by the 
House of Representatives, and substituting 50,000 
as the ratio; and a provision to represent fractions, 
by giving an additional Represeniative to such 

tates whose fraction exceeded a moiety of the 
ratio of 50,000; and the amendment striking out 
ihat portion of the bill making it ebligatory on the 
States to adopt the district system cf representa- 
tion, each district to be composed of contiguous 
territory, and to return but one Representative; 
and substituting a provision, leaving it optional 
with the States to adopt either the district or gen- 
eralsticket system, but retaining that portion re- 
quiring that the districts shall be of contiguous ter- 
ritory, sending one Representative, if the district 
system should be preferred. _ 

Mr. BERRIEN explained the views of the Ju- 
diciary Committee, with regard to the amendments 
submitted to the Senate, 

As far as his own opinion was concerned, he was 
in favor of a much higher ratio than that adopted 
by the House of Representatives. - But, in com- 
mittee, he had been influenced, byvarious consider- 
ations, not to depart from the original bill in that 
respect, except with regard io the fractions not 
represented, which he felt disposed to reduce as low 
as possible. 


There were five contiguous cotton-growing States, | 


which, according to the original bill, would have a 
proportion of unrepresented fractions, amcunting 
to nearly 200,000. These were the States of Ala- 
bama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Arkansas, and 
Tennessee. The aggregate of the whole Union 
(speaking in round numbers) would be 680,000 not 
represented, of which one-third would fall upon 
the five cotton-growing States. Their proportion, 
according to population, should not exceed 61,000. 

The committee had also ascertained that these 


fractions: b6re heavily and unequally upon the 
slaveholding’ States. They- discovered that, by 
adopting the ratio of 50,000 asfa general ratio for 
representation. with regard to the aggregate popu- 
lation of each State, and an approximate ratio for 
fractional remainders, the aggregate of the whole 
Union unrepresented, instead of being 600,000, 
would be reduced to 200,000; and, in effecting this, 


‘they conceived they were carrying out the intention 


of the Constitution. 

The amendment to the second section of the bill 
was in reference to the election of Representatives 
by districts in the States. ‘The committee, without 
deciding on the power granted to Congress by the 
Constitution, did not consider the occasion had ar- 
rived when that power, if it existed, could with 
propriety be exercised. They had: therefore rec- 
ommended an amendment, by which it would be 
optional with the States whether they should have 
the general-ticket system or the district system, and 
only requiring, in case any State shall have laws 
in force for election by districts, such districts 
shall be composed of contiguous territory, and each 
shall contain a representative population equal to 
the number which, by the existing ratio, shall be. 
required for one member, as nearly as may be; and 
no one district electing more than one member. 

If he, personally, entertained any opinion ad- 
verse to the principle of the general-ticket system, 
he would be controlled by the universal sentiment 
in its favor, prevailing throughout his own State. 

Mr. WALKER was quite sure the House of 
Representatives would never bave adopted the bill 
in the form in which it had been sent to the Senate, 
if it had reflected upon the injustice—the iniquitous 
injustice—which it would inflict upon the weakest 
portion of the Union. It gives to the whole Union 


~ 306 members—187 to the free States, and 119 to 


the slaveholding States. The slave States have 
consequently very little over one-third of the Rep- 
resentatives. But such is not their proportion of 
unrepresented fractions. The aggregate of un- 
represented fractions for the whole Union is be- 
tween 500,000 and 600,000; but, of these, 304,000 
fall upon the slaveholding States: thus, with a 
representation of one-third, they are asked to bear 
the burden of three-fifths of the unrepresented 
fractions. There never was a proposition of grosser 
injustice than this. The fractions allotted to the 
slave States, which have. but a third of the repre- 
sentation, amount to 304.000: the fractions allot. 
ted to the free States, with two-thirds of the repre- 
sentation, amount to 249,000 only. But the injus- 
tice was still more glaring when the allotment to the 
four cotton-growing States--Alabama, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, and Arkansas—was considered. These 
four States are assigned 20 Representatives—-one- 
fifteenth part of the Federal representation. Yet, 
with but a fifteenth of the representation, they 
have to bear one-third of the burden of unrepre- 
sented fractions. According to their federal repre- 
sentation, their proportion of the unrepresented 
fractions should not have exceeded 36,000; instead 
of that, they are allotted four or five times that 
number. 

The member from Massachusetts, [Mr. Ever. 
ETT,] if it had been his intention to adopt a ratio 
which would leave the greatest fraction to Mississip- 
pi, could not bave taken a more successful course 
than in selecting that of 50,179, which actually 
leaves such a fraction to Mississippi as requires 
but an addition of 406 to give it a title io another 
Representative. Thus, while other States havea 
Representative for 50,000, she is denied one be- 
cause she falls-short of that ratio by only 406. 

Mr. W. entered into various particulars to show 
the injustice which had always been done to the 
ete prees n apportionment of representá- 
ion—the largest fractions bein i 
pga g S being uniformly thrown 

He had made a calculation, based n 
present rate of increase in the population ara 
sissippi, from which he deduced thatin 1843, when 
this apportionment bill comes into operation fthat 
State, even at the ratio of 50,000, would be entitled 
to yS additional members, . - : 

ie next argued the question of the itation- 
ality of the proposition of the committee. to miaka 
an approximate ratio for the representation of a 


the Constitution;.on which-he commented for some: 
time. .. He contended that. the true théory of. the 
Constitution, as expressly stated in the instrument 
itself, was, to apportion representation and direct 
taxes according to numbers, in reference to the pop- 
ula‘ion ‘of the States respectively: : 

+ In apportioning direct taxes, the. full number of 
the population in each State was affected. The 
Constitution was imperative that the same rule of 
apportionment should apply with regard to repre- 
sentation, But, in practice, it was found impossible 
to apportion Representatives so as to leave no frac- 
tious. The constitutional necessity was, however, 
maintained in the principle that the least possible 
fraction should be left—-ihat the approximation 
should be made as near as practicable to the full 
representation. ; ` 

The amendment proposed by the committee 
would reduce the aggregate fraction for the whole 
of the Union from between five and six hundred 
thousand, down to Jess than two hundred thousand. 
For this very reason it was more consonant to the 
true intent and meaning of the Constitution than 
my arrangement by which a greater fraction would 

e lett. : 

He understood it was objected that there could 
be no common divisor, equally applicable to all the 
States, that would effect this object; and that the 
Dill was subject to the same exceptions which Gen. 
Washington took to the apportionment bill of 
1792, which be vetoed. He denied that there was 
any analegy between the two biils, or that the ob- 
jections applicable to that, could be applied to this, 
One of Gen. Washington’s main objections was, 
that the bill sent to him gave some of the States 
more Representatives than their population entitled 
them to under the ratio of 30,000. Such an ob- 
jection did not lie to the bill now before the Senate. 
The nearest approach to an apportionment liable 
to such objection would be with regard lo the 
Sia'e of Delaware; which, with a population of 
70,000, would be allowed, under the committee’s 
amendment, two members: that is, one for each 
35,000 of population. But if the population of 
that State was only 60,000, according to the mins 
imum ratio of 30,000 mentioned in the Constitu- 
tion, it might have two Representaiives. 

The fact was, that General Washington’s veto 
message -should be considered as applicable to the 
apportionment bill ef 1792, and not as applicable 
tu the present bill, which bears no analogy to that 
of 1792. The bill of 1792 was directly in the teeth 
of the Constitution. Tiis is not so; on the con- 
trary, it approximates nearer than any other to the 
spirit and intent of the Constitu!ion, 

Another of Gen. Wasbington’s objections to the 
bill of 1792 was, that it contained no one propor- 
tion or divisor founded on the respective popala- 
tions. of the States, and uniformly applicable to 
themall: But this bill contains a ratio of 50,000, 
which he (Mr. W.) contended was not only a pro- 
portion strictly within the meaning of the phrase 
in Gen. Washington’s message, but, in point of 
fact, it was a mathematical divisor. 

On the grounds he had thus stated, he was in fa- 
vor of the committee’s amendinent; he saw no 
other means by whick so near an approximation 
conld be made to a full representation. 

In reference to the amendment proposed by the 
committee to the second section—ihat relating to 
elections by districts-—~he would say, that ifa gen- 
eral rule could be adopted and carried into effect 
voluntarily, he would prefer the general ticket 
system to any other. Bat some cf the States ha 
become so accustomed to the other mode of electing 
their Representatives, that he thought it inexpedien t 
for Congress to interfere, particularly as no evil 
had resulted from the practice of the States. When 
the question on that subject came Gp, he would 
move to strike out the whole section. It was a 
matier which ought to be left to the States theme 
selves. ‘ 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he thought that, in the 
discussion upon this bil, they should make better 
progress by discussing but one amendment at a 
lime. It was extremely proper for the Senator 
from Georgia to make a general introduction to the 
discussion, upon ail matters connected with the 
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moiety of the fractions; and quoted the words of : 


bill; but, at present, he apprehended the question of 
fractional representation was the one to which 
their attention should be directed. This question, 


he thought, should be decided first, without refer- | 


ence to any other proposition or amendment, And 
upon this subject, he bad but a very few words to 


say; because, notwithstanding the able and ingeni- ; 
ous speech of the Senator from Mississippi, whose 


remarks were always able and ingenious, he (Mr. 


Bucuanan) had not been able to discover suf- | 
ficent reason to change the opinion which he enter- | 
tained—-and which he believed had been almost | 
universally entertained since the very origin of the | 
Governmen!—that such a provision would be a | 


violation of the Constiiution. Now, let us ascer- 
fain the facts (said Mr. B.) as 
in relation to this calculation. 
population of 77,000, and is to be allowed two 
m@ibers, The ratio proposed by this bill is 
50,000. What will be the effect? Why, that Del- 


aware will have one Representative for every | 


38,500. There are thirteen States which will all 
have . Representatives, though not in the same 
proportion with each other, and having a ratio 
jess than the number stated to be the com- 
won divisor in this bill. 
would be one Representative to every 51,006; 
while in Delaware, there would be one to every 
38,500. Here Mr. Bucuanan referred to a bill 


Jn Pennsylvania, there j 


they exist, | 
Delaware has a | 


which was passed by the Congress of the United | 


States in 1792, providing for the representation of | 
? O° 


the several States, and vetoed by President Wash- 
ingten, and the reasons given by the President for 


that veto; and procecded to argee that, inasmuch | 


as from the very establishment of this Government | 


it was provided that the representation shouid not | 


exceed one for every 30,000 of the population, and 


that representation and taxation should be appor- | 
i 


tioned among the several States according to their 
respective numbers, the proposition of the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary was a violation of the Con- 
stitution, as it was a manifest violation of the prac- 


tice of the Government from its commencement. | 


As to the injustice which it would effect towards 
the slaveholding States, he thocght there would be 
time enough to consider of that (though he was the 
last man in the Senate disposed to do them injus- 
`tice) after they had determined as to the question 
of fractional representation. He was opposed to 
the proposition, inasmuch as he believed it to be a 
violation of the Constitution, abd at war with-the 
principles Jaid down by Washington, in the first 
veto, to which he had referred. 

The debate was coniinued by Messrs. CRIT- 
TENDEN, WALKER, and BERRIEN, in sup- 
port of the commirtee’s amendment to represent 


fractions; and by Messrs. WOODBURY, KING, | 


BAYARD, BUCHANAN, and TAPPAN, in op- 
position. 

At four o’elock, without the question being taken 
on the amendment, 

Mr. MANGUM moved an adjournment; which 
was agreed to, and 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Touspay, May 24, 1842. 


Mr. BRIGGS hoped the House would consent ! 


‘to suspend the rules for halfan hour, to enable , 


them to take up a bill relative to the contraets of i 


the Postmaster General with railroad companies | 


for the conveyance of the mails. 
Mr. TALIAFERRO andother gentlemen request- 


ed him to waive such a motion, for the purpose of | 


enabling them to get in reports. a 
Mr. COWEN suggested that committees should 
be called regularly for reports. 


Mr. FILLMORE remarked that many could | 
not report, as they had not come prepared; but if | 
to-morrow were appropriated for that purpose, they | 


would take care to be ready. 


Mr. STUART of Virginia said he was obliged 
to leave for Virginia to-morrow, and he was desi- | 


rous to report, before he leit, three several bills from 
the Committee en Private Land Claims. 


The bills i 


: K > | 
were accordingly received tand read twice, and com- 


mitted to the Committes of ihe Whole House on 
the state of the Union; they were of the following 
titles: 


A bill for the relief of John A. Smith, o 
, A bill for the relief of Edwin Bartlett, late cons 
sul of the United States at Lima, in Peru. Ses 


A bill for the relief of the legal representatives of. 
Daniel Brent, deceased, late consul of the United . 
- Statesat Paris, E a 


Mr. BRIGGS then renewed his motion previous- . 


ly mentioned. ; 
Mr. J. G. FLOYD objected. 


Mr. FILLMORE said, as objections were made, 


he would move that the House resolve itself intoa 
Committee of the Whole. 


Mr. BRIGGS hoped the rules would be suspend- 


ed, so that the bill-which he had mentioned might 


be taken up, as it. would not occupy more than 


half an hour. : 


Mr. FILLMORE thought it would require a 


good deal of discussion. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia called for the yeas 
and nays on the motion to suspend the rules. The 
yeas and nays, however, were not ordered; and the 
motion to suspend was negatived without 
ion. . 

THE ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL: 


itself into a Committee of the Whole on the stat 


a divis- 


Mr. FILLMORE moved that the House eat 


of the Union, which was carried; and Mr. Un- 
peRwoop took the chair. ; i ieee 

The Cierx read the bill through, and: then it 
was taken up by sections. ` ik Sak 

The first item of the first section proposed “an 
appropriation “ for tbe pay of the army, $1,477,- 
700.” ‘ 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON was understood to ob- 
serve that this item exceeded tke item for the like 
purpose two years ago by about $300,000; and as 
he saw no goed reason for this increase, he proposed 


\ 


to reduce it to the sum of $1,172,000—being a res. 


duction of $305,700. 


Mr. FILLMORE said he believed there had 
been no bill for the increase of the army. sinice 
1838, when the rank and file of the army was neat- 
ly doubled; yet the enlistments which had been 
progressing had not filled up the ranks; and. this 
appropriation was required to enable it to be done. 
From the Paymaster General he had a detailed 
statement before him, made with reference to the 


law on which the appropriations were based ; and. 


if any gentlemen wished to see it, they had the op- 


portunity to examine it, for it was too voluminous ` 


to be read to the committee. He bad also a sep- 
arate estimate from the Adjutant General, setting 
forth the amounts that would be required for re- 
cruiling, to supply the deficiency created by deaths 
and desertions. 

But while he was up, he would state one or two 
general facts. The appropriations for the army 
proper were $6,170,779 ; for the Military Acade- 
my, $133,641; making an aggiegate of $6,304,- 
420. The amount of appropriations .for the 
army proper in 1841 was $6,041,919; for 
the Military Academy, $131,520: making an 
aggregate of $6,173,439 20. He- also gave 


the sums appropriated for the same objects ` 


for 1840; from which, he said, it would be per- 
ceived that there was a slight inerease in this. bill 
over the appropriations of the last year and the 


year before, which was occasioned by the recruit-- 


ings to fill upthe army ; but as be had a letter from 
ithe Paymaster General that would afford some in- 
formation to the committee, be desired thatit miglit 
be read by the Clerk. 

Tie CLerx read the letter accordingly. , 

Mr. MERIWETHER said he should be glad to 
ask the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means one question; he wished to know whether 
the estimates were for the troops actually enlisted, 
and in service; and for those who were to be enlist- 
ed this year. 

Mr. FILLMORE replied that it was for both, of 

ourse, 

j Mr. MERIWETHER desired the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means to teil him 
how many were to be enlisted this year. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he could not: the papers 
which he had submitted to the committee showed 
the deficiency in the ranks, but he did not recollect 
the number. 
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-i He'then said, when he was interrupted he was 
‘going on to add that the appropriations annually 
made to carry on the Florida war, or. the suppres- 
sion of Indian hostilities, werea good deal reduced— 
something, he was understood to say, like $250,000. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON was understood to say 
that the letter read at the Clerk's table, so far from 
convineing him that any increase of appropriation 
was needed, only made him the more anxious that 
it. should’ be diminished. He saw no use of in- 


creasing theappropriation three or four hundred. 


thousand dollars. ‘There were tables in the pos- 
session of the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means which required to be examined before 
the committee could vote understandingly upon 
this bill. He wished to see the precise amount re- 
ceived by each officer and soldier in service. With- 
out satisfactory information on this point, he should 
insist upon his amendment to reduce the appropria- 
tion. : 

Mr, SMITH said it was obvious the committee 
“were called on to vote in the dark. The honora- 
ble chairman of Ways and Means had the docu- 
ments which would afford the necessary light to 
enable them to vote understandingly. He asked 
ifthe committee could do without it? True, the 
‘gentleman said it was open to inspection. Yet one 
could bat look at it, and could not gather its de- 
tails, amid the noise prevailing in the hall. When 
the committee was engaged in the consideration of 

_ abill appropriating $11,000,000 to the army, in 
contrast with’ $7,000,000, which was formerly, the 
amount, it was due to them and the country that 
this. information should be full,- in order that they 
mhight act understaadingly. He therefore wished 
them: to pause, and allow the documents to be 
printed. He understood that the ranks of the army 
were filled out—that there was no further necessity 
for the recruiting service. Should we, then, go on, 
and continue filling it? 


Mr. WM. O. BUTLER said that 1,400 men were 
wanted, 


Mr. SMITH remarked that the estimates ex- 

ceeded former appropriations, although the Florida 
. war had terminated, The information desired was 

important to the documentary history of the coun- 
try, and to the future action of Congress. Without 
submitting a motion, he suggested the propriety of 
pausing, and laying the bill aside for the present. 

Mr. MERIWETHER said he was disposed to 
vote for the amendment of the gentleman. from 
Tennessee, [Mr. Cave Jounson, | provided the pay 
of these in service was not withheld. The Florida 
war induced an increase of five thousand men; that 
had ceased, and with it should cease the large in- 
crease of the army. 

Mr. M. sent to the Chair the following amend- 
ment: : 

‘Provided, That so much of the act of 1838 as increases the 
army ofthe. United States shall be, and the same is hereby, 
Suspended; and no money appropriated in this act shall be ap. 
pied tothe paymentof the army, beyond the number thereof 

éfore the passage of that act: Provided, also, That all ofi- 


cets.and privates shail receive pay up to the time of their dis- 
charge, which shall be thirty days from the passage of this act. 


Mr. FILLMORE asked if the gentleman from 
Georgia [Mc. MERIWETHER] had read the act of 
1838? 

Mr. MERUWETHER said he had. 

Mr. FILLMORE. Has the gentleman discrim- 
inated between the portions of the law he would 
repeal and those he would not? The act of 1838 
reorganized the army. 

Mr. MERIWETHER said it reorganized the 
army by adding a great many useless officers— 
mien, it was true, who were not waiting orders, but 
were under orders, and doing little or nothing at 
ali 

Mr. FILLMORE raised the question whether the 
amendment was in order. 

The CHAIR decided it was not. 

Mr. ©. JOHNSON asked leave to withdraw his 
amendment, and submit the following in its stead 
fo come in at the 6th line: 


“Provided, That no part of the appropriation in this bill 
shall be applied to the payment of any soldier hereafter to be 
„enlisted, or officer hereafter to be appointed, till the number of 
the army be reduced to 5,000 men, 

S FILLMORE raised the question whether it 

“in order, AEE 


i 
t 
if 


| 


previously established by the committee. 

Mr. FILLMORE said there was a specific law 
authorizing the employment of each officer and sol- 
dier in the army. The object of this bill was 
merely to carry out existing Jaws. He submitted 
that it was notin order to submit an amendment 
abolishing the army, to a bill to pay it.- 

“The CHAIR stated several precedents, accord- 
ing to which the committee had restrained the epe- 
ration of, and even repealed, existinglaws. The 
reduction of the postmaster’s salary, and that of 
clerks and others, in New York, was a case in 
joint. 

Mr. PENDLETON said, as the Chair had de- 
cided the amendment in order, he should not ap- 
peal; yet he wished, if the army had to be reduced, 
it should be done by direct means, and not in.‘@e 
indirect manner proposed to the committee. He 
was hicself disposed to sustain the army as it 
was, for the present; although he did mot intend to 
be understocd as saying that a time would not ar- 
rive when it might be reduced. 

Mr. MORGAN said that he felt bound to ap- 
peal from the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. PROFFIY, and several others, said that it 
was too late. 

The CHAIR hoped there would be no objection 
to entertaining the appeal; but the objections being 
persisted in, it was not entertained. 

Mr. ADAMS called forthe reading of the amend- 
ment, After it was read, he said that he entirely 
agreed with the gentleman from Tennessee in the 
principle of his amendment. The House had; 
much against his wishes, reduced, the appropria- 
tions for the navy; and he hoped they would be 
consistent, and reduce the army also. The army 
of the United States, from the year 1831, had been 
growing, growing, growing, until it had now got to 
be more than double what it was at that time. In 
that year the Black Hawk war commenced, and 
that was the first pretext seized upon for the pur- 
pose of inereasing the army, Besides ccca- 
sional bills for the payment of militia called 
into service; besides numerous bills authoriz- 
ing the President to employ volunteers, for 
which millions upon millions had been ex- 
pended—besices all these, we had, on the cecasion 
of the Biack Hawk war, raised a regiment of 
dragoons. Before that time, we had not a mounted 
man in the service. Then, a few years afterwards, 
a second regiment of dragoons was raised, and 
everybody knew that it cost deuble as much to 
support a regiment of dragoons as a regiment of 
infantry; for, besides the men, there were the 
horses to pay for. Then he thought there had been 
an additional regiment of infantry raised. 

As to engineers, ordnance corps, and all the 
pride, pomp, and circumstance of war, he bad been 
lately looking over the documents for the purpose 
of showiag how this monsier had been growing 
ull it had reached a size encugh to starile the coun- 
try. He had, in view of this growing evil, pre- 
pared a resolution, and had had it in his drawer 
lor nearly three months, without being able, owing 
io the unreasonable and arbitrary rules of the 
House, to offer it. The purport of that resolution 
was, to instruct the Committee on Military Affairs 
to inquire into the expediency of reducing the army 
of the United States to the standard of 1821. Now, 
ifthe gentleman from Tennessee would permit 
him, be would propose an amendment to his 
amendment, io reduce the army, instead of to 5,000 
men, to tke standard of 1821. For that he was 
prepared to vole, unless some sufficient reason 
could be given him to the contrary. As the Flori- 
da war was now ended, it was uuterly unnecessary 
to have so large a milltary establishment as at 
present existed. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON assented to the modifi- 
cation of the genileman from Massachuseits, 

Mr. WM. O. BUTLER observed: that the ef- 
feet of the amendment would ke this: the soldiers 
are enlisted for five years, and, by waiting till their 
enlistment expires, the men would be disbanded 
and the officers left in service. 

Mr. WARD said that if it was the pleasure of the 
House, or of the Congress of the United States, 
that the army should be reduced, he could hot pre- 


The CHAIR said it was, according to precedents: 


vent it; but the proposition should never receive 
his vote. He would submit to gentlemen who were 


. desirous of reducing the army, whether it was 


practicable to effect their object in the manner pro- 
posed. The honorable gentleman who had made this 
motion was perfectly well acquainted with the 
laws by which the army was established, and knew 
that some act must be passed to provide for the 
manner of the reduction. Who was authorized by 
this amendment to make the reduction? Wasit to 
be done by the President of the United States, or 
the Secretary of War? and who was to be thrown 
out? If the army was to be reduced, some law 
should be passed, directing the manner of the re- 
duction, as was the case when the old army was 
reduced. Ifit were the pleasure of the House to 
make the reduction proposed, by the means of this 
biil, let a clause be incorporated in it, directing 
how the reduction should be made. He was, how- 
ever, opposed to it in any form, for he thought the 
times highly inauspicious for such a movement. 
We were by no means certain that our negotiations 
with Great Britain would terminate favorably, not- 
withstanding such confident predictions had been 
made that they would. And further, in reply to the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, he would observe, 
that after the first reduction of the army into a peace 
establishment, when thousands of discontented In- 
dians had beencongregated on the frontiersof Arkan- 
sas and Missouri, repeated applications were made 
from the West for its increase. Then it was that 
the people of the West considered themselves in 
danger from these Indians congregated on their 
borders, and cherishing the most deadly hostility to 
the white race; and it was in consequence of their 
applications that the army was increased. Herec- 
ollected well the eloquent speech of a gentleman 
now no more, [General Ashley,] on whose recom- 
mendation the firstregiment of dragoons was raised. 
He showed the importance of this regiment for the 
defence of the Western frontiers, and the economy 
that would be consulted by it, as a means of pre- 
venting Indian disturbances. 


In relation to the reorganization of the army, no 
increase had taken place, with the exception of tha 
two regiments of dragoons, but what was necessary 
to render it more perfect and efficient. There was 
a reorganization of the engineer corps, the topo- 
sraphical engineers, and the ordnance corps; but it 
only went so far as to render these corps more per- 
fect. Now, suppose this reduction were made: in 
what condition would we be lef? You will leave 
your Western inhabitants without protection, or 
you must take the whole of your 6,000 men for 
their protection, and leave your seaboard exposed, 
Was there any existing necessity for making such 
a reduction at the present timc? There surely was 
not. The time might come when circumsiances 
would justify the measure; but, in the present as- 
pect of our foreign affairs, and looking at the situa- 
tion of the Indians on our Western borders, he was 
utterly opposed to it. He would again ask gentle- 
men to look at the effects of the proposition. Who 
was to make the reduction? Was the President of 
the United States to do i? Was he to strike off the 
head of the major general? Was he to cut down 
the engineers, the topographical and the ordnance 
corps? The ordnance corps was a highly useful 
and meritorious one. To them we owed many valu- 
able improvements in military engines, and they 
had the care of the ordnance and stores, Would 
gentlemen, by cutting off this corps, leave all the 
ordnance that we had been collecting for years, at 
a great expense, without any protection? As far 
as his observation and information extended, the 
country never was better prepared for war than at 
present. Our seaboard was well fortified, and we 
had ordnance and ordnance stores under the direc~ 
tion of this corps in abundance. Mr. W. con. 
ciuded by saying that the amendment seemed to 


` him to be of that crude inconsistent character which 


he could not expect to find favor in that House 
and he was confident that there was good sense 
enough in it to vote it down. 

Mr. FILLMORE thought that a proposition of 
this kind should come from some committee of the 
House; but, so far from that being the case; the 
chairman of the Committee on Miltary, Affairs 
Was not even in his seat, Were gentlemen pre- 


: D 


- BY BLAIR AND RIVES: 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE: _ 


WEEKLY 


“PRICE $1 PER SESSION. 


97th CONG..in2D Sess. 


SATURDAY, MAY 28, 1842. 


Voume DER No: B84, 


LS Continued from No. 33. 

‘pated, on the instant, and withouta moment’s con- 
sideration, to sweep away the institutions of. the 
‘country, and without making any provision for the 
manner in which it shall be done? Had the West- 
ern gentlemen looked to the effect of this amend- 
‘“ment—siriking out of existence, a! one blow, the 
regiments of dragoons which were. raised for the 
protection of their frontiers from the Indians? But 
he would not argue that question. It appeared to 
him that a propositioa so crude, so inconsiderate, 
and yet so fearful in its consequences, would not 
pass without some consideration. He regretted 
what had been done in reference to (he navy; though 
he had no doubt that those who voted for it had 
good reason for what they did. With the army, 
however, the case was different. There was no 
-limitation, by law, as to the number of persons 
the President is authorized to employ in the navy; 
and the House, by its late vote, wished to express 
its disapprobation of any increase of it. Butin 
the army, the number was fixed by law; and it 
could not be reduced by the amendment, without 
repealing existing laws. It was important, too, to 
consider how the redu@tion was to be made. Who 
was authorized todo it? Who were to be disband- 
ed? The amendment did not specify in what man- 
ner the reduction was to be carried into effect. 

Mr. WM. COST JOHNSON observed that he 
should vote against the amendment, beeauze he 
thought the time was inauspicious for the measure 
it proposed. Mr. J. referred to the uncertainty of the 
state of the negotiations with England, and to the 
number of discontented Indians thrown upon the 
Western frontiers, as furnishing reasons why they 
should not now strike out of existence at leas! one- 
half of the army. This was a grave and impor- 
tant proposition, and should have come from as 
high a source as one of the committees of the 
House or the War Department; bat, instead of 
that, it was the sudden unsupported movement of 
a solitary member, made without consideration, and 
without notice, and without any p'an being pro- 
posed to carry it into effect. 

Mr. ©. H. WILLIAMS said that he should not 
have risen, but for the remark cf the gentleman 
from New York { Mr. Warp] that the army was 
increased on the application of ihe people of the 
West. He was in the House at the time, and re- 
membered that that increase was made in cosse» 
quence of troubles on the Canadian border, and 
not for the purpose of quieting any alarms of the 

.. Western people as to the Indians on their borders. 
The Cherokees and Choctaws, who were located 
immediately on the borders of Missouri and Ar- 
Kansas, were highly civilized; and there was as 
much danger of Governor Dorr, of Rhode Island, 
making war on the United States, as of any aggres- 
sion from them; and, moreover, they were amply 
sufficient to keep off the wild Indians who were 
settledibeyond them. Mr. W. then gave it as his 
opinion that, in the present financial embarrass- 
ments of the country, which he referred to at large, 
the reduction proposed by his colleague ought to be 
made. Jt was well known that, in the early part 
of the year, the cry of retrenchment and reform 
rung from one end of the country to the other, and 
the Whig party were especially bound to carry it 
out. He thought the army and navy were fit sub- 
jects for the application of the principle of retrench- 
ment; and that even if we had a war with England, 
an army of 12,000 men would not be of much ac- 
count. In such an event, it would be necessary tO 
provide for the increase of the army ona larger 
Scale. 

Mr. REYNOLDS, after some remarks on the 
course which the chairman of the Committee of 
Waysand Means desired the committee to pursue 
in the disposal of this bill, and, also, on the recent 
reduction in the navy appropriation bill, which he 
had believed he was assisting to reduce by his vote 
to the siandard of 1841, but which he found, on the 
information of a friend, was still a million and a 
haif more than it was at that period, proceeded to 


contend fir a like reduction of the army. -There 
had been a great outery. about war, and & war 
could only come in which this country would be 
brought in conflict with Great Britain, the most 
powerful nation on the earth; and, if so, six 
thousand men would be but as a flea-bite in 
such -a contest, and they would be obliged 
to resort to the militia, the bone and sinew of the 
nation, which would defend its honor and its prop- 
erty on all occasions, as well as the regular army. 
In the Indian hostilities, the infanwy were not 
sufficiently deet of foot to overtake their savage foe; 
and hence, in the redactions which he advocated, 
he exempted the regiments of dragoons, which 
were capable. in that service, of rendering such es- 
sential aid. However, as.the executive documents 
informed them that the Florida war was at an end, 
there could be no necessity urged on that ground 
for the maintenance of so large an army as aow 
existed; and as, in the event of a foreign war, the 
militia. must be resorted to, there was an additional 
argument against so large a standing army in time 
of peace; and, therefore, he should vote for tke 
amendment. : 

Mr. BLACK said, coming as he did from the 
State of Georgia, nearest to the Fiorida line, he 
felt a little interest in this—perhaps a little more 
interest than he should feel in any other subject. He 
was the last man there to detract from the honor 
and glory of te army of the United States, whether 
of its officers or the menin its ranks; but there 
were higher considerations than a disposition to ac- 
cord honor and glory to the army to govern his vote; 
and he should vote for the proposition of the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee [Mr. Cave Jonnsow] as 
amended by the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
(Mr. Apams ] if they could show him that it could 
be practically carried out. If those gentlemen 
failed in making that showing, he would turn to 
the proposition of a eollesgue from Georgia which 
would be hereafter offered. The gentleman from 
Tennessee proposed to reduce the army to the 
standard of 1831, but the quomodo of the reduction 
was not set forth. Now ashe (Mr. B.) was pre- 
pared to vote for a wise and judicious reduction of 
the army, he asked the gentleman from Tennessee 
how it was to be made. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON explained, but he was 
inaudible at the reporter’s desk. He was under- 
stood to state, however, that the reduction could be 
made on the termination of the period of enlistment 
of several regiments, which was near at hand. 

Mr. BLACK said, with that explanation, he 
was prepared to go for the amendment of the gen- 
Ueman from Tennessee, as amended by the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts. He believed the army 
ought to be reduced; and his only difficulty had 
been, how it was to bs done; but, with that shown, 
he would go for it. 

He did not forget the votes he gave yesterday, 
and the day before, for the reduction of the navy. 
He was a seaboard man, and he represented a sea- 
board country: he was a navy man, and went for 
the navy in preference to the army of the United 
States, for he believed the best army the country 
could have was the militia; but, though he was 
a navy man—and he was so because it was 
his interest to be so—he was bound o vote 
with the Democracy yesterday and the day before, 
on the navy appropriation bill; and he did so be- 
cause he acted under a sense of urgent necessity. 
He knew and saw the condition of the country; he 
knew that the dominant party had been forced to 
pass a bill to borrow $17 000,000, if they could 
push their credit so far. He knew that was a debt 
against the people of the country, and the people 
that he represented. He knew, also, that they had 
squandered all the public domain; and he knew 
not only that it was wrong, but that if it was ever 
to be recalled, it would not be by the party which 
passed the distribution bill. And all these circum- 
stances made so urgent a necessity, that he was 
compelled to vote for the reduction of ihe: navy, 
though the reduction was against the interests of 


pel section of country which he represented of that 
‘floor. . E ee 

Look at the quarter whence warwas feared. 
What nation would. fight. us but Great Britain? 
Would they go to war with Russia, or with Aus- 
tria, of with their ancient ally, France? No; tbe. 
danger was not from that quarter. If they were 
forced into a collision, it would. be with.Great 
Britain, And how could that nation make war oa 
this country, powerful as sheis? Why, before they 
could send their dragoons from the West. to the 
seaports of Savannah and Charleston, or to New 
York or Boston, the British navy, with is war 
steamers, would be down upon our cities, which 
would be taken by foree or storm; and the fail- 
roads, on which we now depended to transport our 
army, would be in the hands.of the enemy; and ihs 
stead of transporting our soldiers, they would be 
transporting British troops, and scattering . them 
into ‘the interior of the coumry.. Bat they had 
heard much of their army; and Georgia had expe- 
rience, and had acquired some knowledge of it too. 
Georgia lay exposed on its southern border. to 
the Territory of Florida, and on its southern 
line there was one of the most extensive swamps 
and quagmires of the Union—a very hotbed for 
the marauding Indians. They had three compa- 
nies of United States soldiers stationed on that line; 
and not more than a month since he had a paper, 
with the sworn testimony of at least three hundred 
honest and honorable men, by which to show to 
the House that these United States soldiers, instead 
of protecting the people of Georgia from the ma- 
rauding Indians, had maranded oa the property of 
the people of Georgia themselves. He bad those 
papers here, and he sent them to the desk, but -he 
was not permitted by the majority in that House to 
read the sworn complaints of the people be repre- 
sented, though he sat with their commission there, 
to represent their rights and their interests. He 
was called to order when he was about to show 
that their much vaunted army, instead of protect- 
ing, had been the men to invade them. : He spoke 
nothing of this of his own knowledge, for he was - 
not there, and knew nothing of it; but he knew the 
men who testified to the facts, and he. knew they 
were honorable men, and that they would; not 
state a falsehood nor pervert the truth, And 
what would this testimony kave disclosed, if he had 
been permitted to lay it before the Hlouse? One 
fact which would have been established was, that 
the soldiers killed one man in the State of Georgia; 
that they met another with his goods and chattels, 
beat him almost to death, and tock his property 
without authority of law. This was the army of 
the United Siates, and here was the Congress of the 
United States; and he, a member of that House, 
while he was offering to prove these things, was 
called to order, because, forsooih, gentlemen were 
so extremely anxious to preserve the order of 
business. 

Mr. WARD rose and remarked that the gentle- 
man from Georgia was making very serious 
charges against the army of the United States; and 
he wished to ask him if these things had been done 
by privates of the United Siates army, or by men 
under command or in the presence of their of- 
ficers. 

‘Mr. BLACK said the inquiry was a very natural 
one, and it was one which he had expected every 
member on that floor would rise and ask when he 
first presented these complaints to the House ; but, 
instead of ihat information being called for, he.was 
not permitted even to make the statement, so exceed- 
ingly anxious were gentlemen for. the preservation 
of order. For the information, then, of the gen- 
eman from New York, {Mr. Wanp,] he would 
state—and all his information was derived from the 
papers which he had wished to put in possession of 
the House—that there were three companies: sta- 
tioned adjoining: the line which divided the Terri- 
tory of Florida from the southern border cf Geor- 
gia. Those companies had communication wih 
each other, and, in their intercommunication wita 


. 
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committed, and notin the camp. =... 
Another case which he should have shown was 
that.of a man whose father possessed large herds 


of stock and-eattle; some of whieh he had been 


missing almost daily,-and the whole country point- 
ed. to. these men. This man simply presented 
himself near to or. at.the camp; to ask for informa- 


‘tión respecting the missing stock, or to soldiers near 
“the camp; and the result of the-inguiry. was, that 
“death was inflicted by one of: the soldiers‘of the 
“United ‘States -army. 


Of. this’ the Governor of 


. Georgia was informed, and- he commenced a cor- 


2 


< functionary to. withdraw those. troops. 


-respondence with the Secretary of.War, at the seat 


“of the General Government; and he-requested that 
He stated 
the grounds on which he made that request; and 
hie fornished full documentary testimony thereof to 
the Hon. J. C. Spencer, then‘and now Secretary of 
War. Some questioning ensued between the head 
‘of the War Department and the Executive of 
Georgia; and the Secretary came to the conclusion 
-thatthe honor of the army had been somewhat 
touched by this evidence which had been submit- 
ted to the department. He-grew cautious on the 
“subjects. and ultimately would hold no further com- 
munication with the Executive of Georgia; and 
when the delegation from Georgia called on the 
Seoretary of War, they did it because he had put 
an end to all communication with their Governor. 

And what, then, was his answer? “You have 
not submitted to me sufficient evidence of injury 
to wafrant my withdrawal of the troops.” They 
iben restated the case; and, besides, they told him 
“hat the atmy never went within 150 yards of the 


Swamp in which the Indians sought refuge; and 


whea the soldiers took the hills, the Indians 
emerged, and committed their depredations under 
the very noss of the army. They told the Secretary 
that an old woman had been murdered. “Ah!” 
said the Secretary, “is that all? It isa small 
‘matter to make such a fuss about.” One of his 
(Mr. Buack’s) colleagues replied, that if the Secre- 


» tary should prick his finger, it would be but a small 
-- matter, but very inconvenient. 
“ever, was done. : 


Nothing, how- 


Of what use, then, he asked, was that portion of 
the army to the people of Georgia? He (Mr. 
Brack) had called upon the Secretary to take them 
“away, and he had refused to do it; and he would 
have called on this House with the same object, 
and assigned his reasons for his request, but he was 
refused a hearing. If, then, the militia of Georgia 
were nut to be paid to do that duty, they would 
rotect themselves without such soldiers as the 
nited States Government sent to them. In the 
Florida war, millions and millions ef dollars had 
been expended, while all-the Indian warriors had 
not exceeded 5,000. And how many battles had 
they won? Ele'did not know that they could point 
toa. single military ‘transaction which they could 
“gtdce'with the name of a victory, They must 
remember, too, that the Indians had no newspapers 
as a source of communication-with the public, or, 
if they had the means, they might possibly dignify 
some of their little brushes as great victories also. 
He believed the Government had erred in rela- 
tion to that war; he believed it would have been 
better if it had been conducted apart from that fa- 


~naticism which infused itself into many things in 


this country with which it ought to have nothing to 
do. The only way to terminate that war was, that, 
whenever they caught a warrior, they should hang 
him on a tree or cutoff his head. But this had 
not been permitted to be done. He would venture 
to say that, if Andrew Jackson had: been at the 
head of five hundred men in Florida, that war 
would not bave lasted 15 months, nor even 12 
months: the moment he had laid his hand on one 
of those warriors, his head would have been gone; 
and the people of the country would have support- 
ed’bin. Jtwasa fatal mistake into which they 
had fallen ; and hence there were fresh murders in 
the Territory of Florida. The war closed! Why, 


‘jt never would be closed so long as the Seminole 
“warriors were there, 


‘Av the militia of the State of Georgia had been 
loose on Florida, under the command of 


“propet: men, thal war would have been ended, in- 


her; between the camps, those murders were 


` the Indians to fight. 


é 


S pes é 


flags flying—their mornitig and evening guns—their 
reveille at early dawn, and tattoo at night. ~ Gentle- 
men might be astonished at the course’ he would 
pursue; but if their wives and children, or if but 
one member of their families, had been subjected 
to the Indian scalping: knife, they themselves would 
be the first to turn loose ‘thé dogs of war on that 
race of men. He went for the Florida blood- 


- hounds, and he. would do so again; and ihe -only 


thing he regretted was, that they were so badly 
managed. He would fight a man in any way to 
protect his wife and children; and he who would 
not do it, he (Mr. Brack) would not reckon as a 
man. But this course of proceeding was one into 
which he should be driven by necessity: it was not 
one he should chocse as a pastime to delight in. 


But if the Executive of this country should 
doubt where to begin his reduction of the army, 
and should appeal to him on the subject, he (Mr. 
Brack) would point him to three companies in 
Georgia, adjacent to the Florida line; and if the 
President should remove them, he (Mr. Bracer) 
would vote to sustain the removal. If, however, 
this amendment should be carried, he hoped those 
companies weuld be the first to be reduced, 


They were told that the army of the United 
States was their means of defence, and that. they 
had now but very few. But he deemed 3,000 men 
sufficient as a nucleus around which, in time of 
war, an army of the bone and sinew of this country 
could be rallied. At present, they had nobody. but 
He hoped they should never 
get into a civil war; and if they did, they would 
have no use for an army then. He should regret 
to see. anything like a standing army, if sov- 
ereign and independent States should disagree in 
their policy and come into collision. They would 
have no use then, but for the militia; end as they 
had no other, what foe had they but the Indians? 
and if they had no foe, they wanted no army, the 
present army being wholly inefficient with the In- 
dians, The only enemy they could have was Great 
Britain, and that would be a war on her own ele- 
ment, the high seas: that was the place where she 
should be first encountered; and he told the com- 
mittee, as he should tell his constituents when he 
returned home, that the only excuse he shonld 
have to give his constituents for voting for a reduc- 
tion of the naval establishment was a sad uncon- 
querable necessity, He was obliged to doit. Tie 
Government was bankrupt; and he was desirous 
to do nothing to give the tariff party an excuse for 
an increased tariff. With these remarks he would 
close, merely adding that all he ‘had said in relation 
to the army of the United States stationed on the 
Florida line, came from information conveyed in 
sworn testimony, which he had in his possession: 
he disclaimed all personal knowledge of it, and he 
made no statement on his own responsibility. He 
did it in his representative capacity; and he had 
referred to it because he had nct-been permitted to 
do so when he produced the testimony to which he 
had. alluded; and. he had done it with a painful 
sense of duty to the constituency which he rep- 
resented. : 

Mr. GRANGER said he had little to say; 
-and, but for the remarks of the gentleman from 
Georgia, [Mr. Brack] he should not have risen 
atall. That gentleman, not content with introducing 
into debate the subject of the Florida war, had based 
his argument in favor of a decrease of the army 
upon the malconduct of certain United States 
troops in Georgia. The argument advanced by 
the gentleman had convinced him of one thing— 
that the General Government had entirely mis- 
conceived its duty in relation to carrying on the 
war against the Indians in Florida. It was 
evident, from the remarks of the gentleman, thai 
the General Government had failed to do its daty; 
the army had tried and failed; and the bloodhounds 
had failed to discharge their duty; for the Indians 
still hung on. But one expedient seemed. to- be 
left—and that, the Government had neglected to 
adopt. It was to. raise a corps of Georgia wnilitia 
and place the gentleman himself-at their head. 
Had he been commander, the Indians, before. now, 
would have all been hung; the War entirely ended; 
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‘stead of having still their drums beating. and their 


and the House engaged only in weaving laurels to 
adorn the brow of the gentleman from Georgia. 
He (Mr. G.) bad been in that hall under other 
‘Administrations than’ the present. He was here, 
under Jackson, when the Florida war commenced, 
Gentlemen then warned the friends of the Admin- 
istration of the danger that would come out of the 
war. But Andrew Jackson said there were not three 


` hundred Indian warriors in the Territory; and when 


the Government was thus warned—this Indian-kill- 
er being at its head—gentlemen were told that the 
danger they spoke of was imaginary. The esti- 
mate tben subimiited called for an appropriation of 
$150,000 to suppress Indian hostilities. Any man 
who. dared to resist Andrew Jackson was silenced 
as a Gisturber, and as no patriot. Now, if the rec- 
ords were examined, it would be found that, though 
this small sum was called for and appropriated: at 
the beginning of the session, millions were expend- 
ed before its close; yet the gentieman talked of. a 
Whig Administration, and its inability to defend 
the country. The journals of the House, and the 
speeches of the day, would tell at whose door ihe 
charge lay. 

Mr. BLACK 
made? 

Mr. GRANGER was understood to.say,.in-re- 
ply, that the gentleman from Georgia had charged 
the Government with neglect, because «it: did 
not employ the militia, of Georgia in the Florida 
war, : j 

Mr. BLACK said the gentleman was mistaken. 
He made no such charge. He stood here’upon the 
ground taken by his constituents; and with them in 
his favor, he did not care if the whole world. .were 
against him. He had not complained of the Ad- 
ministration, because the people of Georgia were 
not employed in the Florida war. His objection 
was, that they had not been permitted to defend ` 
themselves, -their wives, and their children, from 
the attacks of the Indiens.- Besides, there was 
some difference between the dominant party in the 
House and the Administration. 

Mr. GRANGER said, if so, he was willing to let 
his vote determine how far he was guilty of differ- 
ing with the Administration on this subject. The 
gentleman, however, had said that Georgia militia 
were not permitted to protect the people’ of 
Georgia. ‘ : 

Mr. BLACK explained. The portion of Geor- 
gia in which he resided was adjacent to the Okefe- 
noke swamp, in Fiorida, which was much fre« 
quented by the Indians. It was against the en- 
croachments of these that the people of his section 
wished to be protected, and defended, 

Mr. GRANGER said he should not farther al- 
lude to this part of the subject, fer fear of being 
swamped in the: Okefenoke himself, [laughter.] 
He would, however, say a few words about the 
malefactors of the army, as they had been called. 
What was it that had been charged upon the gallant 
army of the United States? - ; 

Mr. BLACK said he did not make any charge 
against the national army. What he said could 
only be applied to the three companies in Florida. 
He would not be misrepresented on that floor, 

Mr. GRANGER said he would state the argu- 
ment of the gentleman: One soldier belonging to 
the United States army had misbehaved and done 
wrong in Georgia; ergo the national army ought to be 
cutdown. What was the fact? He would-refer to 
the pretext for making these unjast and illiberat in- 
sinuations against the army. > 

Mr. BLACK repeated what he said to the House 
when ae dressing it. A citizen went to the “camp, 
and made some inquiries about his. pro 
the result was his denih, PEPSI; Tad 

Mr. GRANGER said he would show the House 
upon what frivolous grounds the army had been 
aspersed. i 

Mr. BLACK. I did not asperse the army. 

Mr. GRANGER said he would leave it tø-the 
House to say whether his conduet was that ofa 
gentleman. He was willing to take their under- 
standing of the gentleman’s remarks, The diffeulty 
complained of grew out of a quarrel in telatiat to 
some cattle in-Georgia. A soldier shot a: i 
consequence. . He was arrested; tried; and convict- 

: edyand was now under sentence. He no dgubtdid it 


inquired what charge he. had 


a 


in a siate of, excitement; and for this act, although 
-conyicted in.the courtof Georgia, a stain. was to be 
thrown upon the military character of. the country. 
Mr. WARREN stated that two persons had 
been. tried. and convicted of the offence; one ef 
. myrder in the first, and the other in the second de- 
gree. The judge, however, had entertained a mo- 
- tion for a new trial. 
. Mr. GRANGER said, if the laws of Georgia 
hadhad their course uninterruptedly, in the name of 
jastice there was no ground whatever for the 
charge made, and the gentleman—— : 
. Mr. BLACK was about to address the commit- 
tee, when 

Mr. GRANGER said he would not give way. 

. Mr. BLACK did not ask him te give way. He 
submitted it to the Chair, whether it was not in or- 
der for him to put a man right who was misrepre- 
senting him? : : 

The CHAIR said not wihout the leave of the 
gentleman addressing the committee. 

Mr. BLACK. Isay the assertion that I aspersed 
the.army is without foundation. 4 X 

Mr. GRANGER said he was not at all disturb- 
ed. He was willing to let the House pass upon 
his conduct. He could not, however, sit there and 
silently hear imputations cast on „the character of 
the army. Inasmuch as one of the soldiers charged 
with murder had been convicted, and another ac- 
quitted, all he had to say was, that the laws of 
Georgia had taken their course. They had been 
avenged, and the gentleman should be content. 
He therefore hoped to hear nothing more said about 
the Georgia murder, and no more propositions to 
raise a company of Georgia militia. 

He regretted the vote by which the appropriation 
for the navy bad been cut down. The country 
was rapidly advancing in prosperity and honor— 
already having increased from three to seventeen 
millions. It really seemed to him that we were 
starting back at shadows, and were afraid to meet 
the expenditure necessary to sustain a navy. He 
should not speak of our foreign difficulties, for he 
was not an alarmist. Yet he sometimes saw some 
very warlike articles in the newspapers published 
in this city. We were in danger from savage ag- 
gressions upon our frontiers. ‘Fhe Indians, where 
they had been removed, instead of spreading over 
the country, and eagsging in their favorite amuse- 
ments of hunting and fishing, had clustered in vil- 
lages, and lived on the annuities allowed by the 
Government until they were exhausted, when they 

- resorted to plunder. What was the proposition 
before the commiitee 2? To bring down the army to 
the standard of 1821. Such a course would cut off 
its best foree—the dragoons—who were worth triple 
any other in our savage warfare. He was pre- 
pared to sustain the army as at present organized ; 
he believed it not too large. But if it was to be re- 
duced, he wished it done on a maiured plan, re- 
taining such portions of the infantry, artillery, or 
dragoons, as were necessary. The institutions of 
the country had to be preserved. The people de- 
manded that they should be adequately protected. 
Gentlemen might go on cutting down the navy and 
the army, in hope of not having to raise more reve- 
nue; but it would be useless to endeavor to blink 
the question of a tariff, It must come, and he 
aid not wish it to be said that the army and navy 
of the United Siates had been crippled because 
Congress had not the courage to mest the question 
boldly. 

Mr, BLACK then obtained the floor, and re- 
capitulated the circumstances of the murder which 
was committed in Georgia. He seized the occasion 
to lay the facts before the House, because. he be- 
lieved it to be a duty he owed to his constituents. 
The gentleman was not acquainted with the cir- 
cumstances of Florida or Georgia. It was too far 
South for him to understand them. 

The gentleman from New York [Mr. GRANGER] 
seemed disposed to be facetious at his expense. He 
could inform that gentleman that he was no sol- 
dier, and had never been in the ranks. His constit- 
vents, however, were soldiers, and as brave as 
any in New York, and more able to conclude 
the Florida war. He had the acknowledgment of 
the gentleman that, if appointed, he wouid conclude 
the war. The gentleman agreed that he was ca~ 
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pable (Mr. G. nodded assent,) and could not deny it 
Now, contended Mr. B., I am sorry I; 


hereafter. 
cannot give the gentleman a counter-certificate of 
his soldiership. I do not think him capable of 
concluding thatwar. He isinfinitely better suited 
fer cutiing off the: heads of Democratic -postmas- 
ters, mail-contractors, and stage-drivers, than for 
cutting-off the heads of Seminole warriors, what- 
ever might be the ability with which he might 
operate on the squaws. He has manifested a pe- 
culiar proficiency ‘in cutting off the heads of Dem- 


ocratic officers, and can, no doubt, cut off twenty 


where he would kill ene Seminole warrior. 

. Mr. THOMPSON of Indiana said the effect of 
the amendment under discussion would be to place 
the army on the footing on which it stood in 1821, 
when it had four regiments of artillery and seven 
of infantry. In 1833, one regiment of dragoons 
was added; in 1836 another regiment of dragoons, 
and in1838 a regiment of infantry. The adoption 
of the amendment would not only ent off the dra- 
goons, but also the additional regiment of infantry. 
Mr. T. commented. on. the impolicy of abolishing 


the dragoons, who were so necessary to the defence - 


of ourfrontiers. He begged gentlemen to investi- 
gate the subject, and not resolve to save a few dol- 
lars at the expensc of the glory and’ renown of the 
country. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of Tennessee supported the 
amendment. He would state, as an excuse 
for his colleague [Mr. Cave Jonnson] who had 
offered it, that it had been always impossible to 
carry any measure of reform unless by attaching it 
to an appropriation bill. It was apparent to the 
House and the country jhat many gentleman never 
would atlvocate a system of reform, let it be what 
it might. In relation to the charge that the navy 
had been reduced by the friends of economy and 
reform, it was not so. The Secretary was in favor 
of an increase, and the House differed from him, 
and resisted further incvease. The army remained 
stationary at 6,000 men from 1821 to 1832, when 
the Black Hawk war broke out, and a regiment of 
rangers was formed for 12 months. In 1833 a 
regiment of dragoons was raised in its stead; and in 
1836 another, though it was not intended to be 
permanent. He (Mr. C.) considered one regiment 
proper, but not more ; and, as the Florida war was 
over, he saw no reason forthe two regiments now 
employed. After some further remarks, and a brief 
explanation from Mr. THOMPSON, Mr. C. con- 
tinued his statement of the manner in which the 
army had been increased to its present footing. A 
proposition had been made to the Committee on’ 
Military Affairs to increase the staff. Mr. C. 
thought; if reduction were made in the army, the 
staff might be increased from the. officers thus 
thrown out of service. 

Mr. ALLEN of Maine opposed the amendment, 
and said it was the duty of the Government—for 
the performance of which the party in power were 
responsible—to afford adequate protection to the 
institutions of the country. H evils really existed, 
owing to the siz2 of the army, let the proper com- 
mittee report a bill reducing it. 

Mr. CAMPBELL said the subject had not been 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. ALLEN said the reports of the Secretary of 
War and the Commanding General had been re- 
ferred, and he imagined they embraced the whole 
subj ci. He then read from the report of the Com- 
manding-General to show that sixteen regiments 
were required to defend the country, instead of 
fourteen, as at present. He contended: that there 
was no security that peace would continue; and 
this was, therefore, an improper time to diminish 
the military force of the country. 

Mr. McKAY observed that, in the first place, the 
army was different from all our other institutions. 
There was a special provision in the Constitution 
of the United States, by which it was provided that 
no appropriation for a standing army should be 
made for a longer period than two years. ‘The ob- 
ject of this provision was, that this branch of the 
military establishment should be completely within 
the control of the Legislature; and it was in pursu- 
ance of that wise custom of our British ancestors, 
so essential to the preservation of civil liberty, that 
every year the supplies for the naval and military 


establishments should be voted by” Parliatnent. 


Every year the minister comes into the House of 
Commons with his budget, and shows what suppties 
of men and materials are wanted for the year. We, 
however, in this country, had ‘departed ‘somewhat 
from that salutary custom., "The Constitution proa. 
vided that no appropriations should be made for 
the army fora longer period than two years; ‘so 
that it might be within the power of the people, at 


~any time, to prevent the increase of the army. 


Mr. McK. then asked the Clerk to read the amend- 
ment, which was done. The amendment, hë said, 


was drawn up in such a form that it would not‘ 


accomplish the object his friend from Tennessee 
had in view, and would, perhaps, do a great deal 
of mischief. One of the consequences, as pointed 
out by the gentleman from Indiana, wouid ‘be’ to 
repeal-the acts establishing the two regiments of 
dragoons, and the regiments of infantry; but the 
most important and injurious effects it would pro- 
duce, would be to repeal the law establishiag the 
ordnance corps. Mr. M. here described the‘ origin 
of that corps, and explained its duties and its nse 
fuiness.. An amendment could, in his opinion, be 
offered, that would accomplish the desired‘ object of 


reduction, without being liable to the. objections 


that existed to the one ‘before the committee. -His 
friend from Illinois [Mr. .Reynoips} had reminded 
him that he was chairman of the committee who 
reported the bill for raising the regiments of dra 
goons, and that he also voted for it. That was 
very true; and he would remark, that there were 
circumstances then existing which, in his opinion, 
rendered the measure necessary. It was recom- 
mended by the President of the United States; and 
the situation of the country, both on the North- 
eastern border, and with regard to our Indian rela= 
tions, called for it. i 

There was the Indian war pending in Alabama 
and Georgia, the Florida war just about comnien= 
cing, and there was danger of collision on ‘our 
Northeastern border. Buthe would also observe, 
that, though. he voted for this bill, he did not alto» 
gether approve of its details. He had, however, 
accomplished some good, both in the House and 
in the committee~-room, though many of. his pro» 
positions had been overruled in each. The Sen- 
ate, for instance, had sent a bill to them incréas~ 
ing the army to 15,000 men; and it was by his 
exertions that it was finally passed with 3,000 less. 
He would not, however, now go into that subject, 
but return to the proposition before the .com- 
mittee. Now that the Florida war was. about to 
be closed, there was no necessity for’ keeping up 
the army to its present extent, even if there were 
an apprehension of a war with England, of which 
he had no fears. Even in thatcase, an amends 
ment could be framed: which, while it reduced the 
army toa considerable extent, would place it in 
such a situation as to enable Congress to fiil it up 
to any extent that might be necessary. 

Waen the naval appropriation bill was before 
the House, he urged upon it the importance of 
preserving a difference between a peace and war 
establishment; showing, as he thought conciusive- 
ly, that a much smaller complement of men would 
be necessary in time of peace than in time of war. 
He had the same views with regard to: the army. 
He was for having a smaller: complement of men, 


a 


in time of peace; but, atthe same time, preserving ` 


the skeleton of an efficient army, which could be 
easily filled up when occasion required, “Mr. 
McK. here referred to Mr. Calhoun’s able report 
on the military peace establishment, previous to 
the reduction of the army at the close of the. last 
war, as the plan be would now adopt. ; 

Mr. FILLMORE desired to know if the gentle- 
man did not report and advocate the bill. of 1838? 

Mr. McKAY said that he did.. But did the hon- 
orable gentleman suppose that he could successfully 
arraign him before that House, and convict him of 
inconsistency? He could tell the gentleman that 
he had never done an act, orgiven a vote there, 
that he could not justify before his constituents. 
He had been re-elected twice since that time, not- 
withstanding he was assailed for having given that 
vole; showing that his constituents approved of 
whathehad done. They knew the circumstances 
ander which he acted, and were satisfied with hig 


“conduci His colleague [Mr. Stat] had assailed 


- him for “having. voted: for that bill; and hè had 
_ made’ a speech on that cecasion, giving his.reasons 
for having done so. © That speech, it was trae, had 
_ „never been published, ihoogh he bad it among his 
papers. . It had been written out for him by one of 
the reporters ofthis House; and it contained, in his 
“opinion, a compleie.j Wstifi¢ation of. the majority of 
the House who. passed the measure. - If the gentle- 
man- wanted to see it, he would give it to him with 
`; Mauch pleasure. = eatin son a A 
O The gentleman from Tennessee had anticipated 


> much that -he-had intended to-say with regard to | 


‘the manner of making the reduction. He had al- 
ready explained the manner in which the: increase 
-was effected, in 1838.Mr. McK. then wentinto a 
detailed history, of the different additions that have 
. been made to the army since. the passage of the 
act putting it on the peace, establishment; after 
which, he submitted his plan for reduction. The 
Florida war, he said, having been ended,.and pre- 
suming that our pacific relations with England and 
the rest of Europe would be continued, the time 
„had arrived when a reduction was both necessary 
and expedient. We do not propose, said he, to lop 
off the officers at present in the service. : They 
have been educated for the public service, have 
adopted the profession, and it would be unjust to 
them‘to throw them off. . They should be retained 
` for these reagons, and alse for the purpose of form- 
ing a nucleus fora large army, when circumstances 
rendered it necessary for us tohaveit, — : 

Then he would make'a reduction in the number 
‘of privates of 3,100 men; which could easily be 
done, asthe Secretary of. War had reported that 
there was already. a ‘deficiency of 1,838, and had 
applied fer an appropriation to defray the expense 
of reeruiting them. The reduction of the remain- 
ing 1,200 and odd could be made by enlisting no 

` more recruits, and even by discharging, with their 
own consen‘, some of those in the service, He 
would not repeal the act of 1838, creating the ad- 
ditional regiment, though he would bring ıt down 
‘tothe peace establishment of 1821. He was op- 
„posed to many of the details of that act, though he 
Voted for it, and it was through his efforts that the 
“@ubsequent act was passed. We had two regiments 
of dragoons, and he was willing that one of them 
“should be reduced, One of them ought to be re- 
tained for the protection of the Western frontiers 
against the Indians, and for preserving peace 
Among the Indian tribes; which we were bound to 
do, as cavalry was better than infantry for that 
service. If itshould not be deemed expedient to dis- 
band one of these regiments, he would be for convert. 
ing it into a rifle regiment. We now had no rifle 
regiment in our service; and the cost of maintain. 
ing a regiment of riflemen would not be more than 
half that of maintaining a regiment of horse, 

It had been observed that the staff of the army 
had been increased to an unreasonable extent, and 
thatit ought to be reduced. On that head he would 
observe, that if it was proposed to give up the sys- 
tem of internal improvements, considerable reduc- 
tion might be made in the corps of topographical 
engineers: This corps was increased for the pur- 
pose of taking the place of the civil engineers, who 
had before that been employed in public surveys. 
But if the system of improving harbors and rivers 
Was not to go on, some of them might be dispensed 
with. Mr. McK. then touched uron a reduction 


‘that might be made in the emoluments of the 
officers. Under the act of 1802, double rations 


were allowed to all officers commanding separate 
posts; but the committee was, perhaps, not aware 
of the extent to which the construction of this eet 
had been carried, by Creating separate posts. 
The amouct expended last year for double rations 
alone would surprise them. They were not, per- 
haps, aware that every bureau of the War Depart- 
ment was constituted a separate post. Go into 
General Jesup’s room, into General Jones's room, 
into the Commanding Genéral’s room, &c. &e, 
and you will find that, by a construction of the act 
< of 1802, they are constituted separate posts, and 
entitled to double rations. We are going on in this 
country, following in the footsteps of England, 
#epying her abuses as well as her legislation. In 

searches in the library, be had found many 


changing names, from an English statute. 
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carious dacuments, and; among others, the origin of 
our. Treasury- sysem. ` He had always been given 
“to understand that the ‘credit of organizing the 
` Treasury Department ‘was due to the genius of 
Alexander: Hamilton; but, to his surprise, he found 


that he had copied it, almost. verbatim, not as 
oi 

was with almost everything else. [A member here 

reminded Mr. McK. ihat we had the exchequer 
lan also] 0 : 

j To return to the army. -By the act of 1821, 

one major general, and two. brigadier generals, 


“were ‘created. Now, would the committee believe 


that they had had, for years, -several major gen- 
erals, and a dozen: brigadiers, receiving the pay as 
such, while the law provided for -only one major 
general and two brigadiers?. So, also, there were 
more colonels, more majors, and more captains, 
than the law allowed. The late Mr. Lowndes— 


‘that greatand able statesman—attempted to remedy 


this abuse by the law of 1821, but the act was im- 
perfectly framed; so that, by a construction given 
to it, all these additional ranks had received pay. 
Did the committee know what the pay of a major 
general was? If not, he could inform them, for 
he had obtained all the details. It was about eight 


- thousand dollars a year. 


Afier a few further remarks, Mr. McK. gave 
way to 

Mr. WELLER, who moved that.the committee 
rise; which was carried. -~ ; 

Mr. ADAMS moved to discharge the Commit- 
tee of the Whole from the bill providing indemnity 
for French spoliations prior to 1800; but it was ob- 
jected to by Messrs, CAVE JOHNSON and PROF- 
FIT, and the motion was not put. g 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON offered a resolution call- 
ing on the Secretary of War for information rela- 
tive to the disbursement of the appropriation, under 
the actof 2d March, 1841, for defraying certain 
Indian expenditures; which was adopted, 

On motion by Mr. UNDERWOOD, the bill for 
the benefit of the clergy of the District of Colum- 
bia; and the bill to abolish imprisonment for debt, 
except in the case of fraud, in the District of Co- 
lumbia; were severally read twice, and referred. 

Mr. CHAPMAN offered a resolution, the pur- 
port of which was not heard. 

Mr. CROSS offered a resolution, directing the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs to inquire into the 
expediency of making an appropriation for running 
and marking the line of demarcation between the 
territory of the United States. and the Republic of 
Texas; which was adopted. 

The following bills from the Senate were Seve- 
rally read twice, and referred: 

The bill for the relief of Francis A. Hartis. 

The bill for the relief of Archibald Barker, a sol- 
dier of the late war. 

The bill authorizing the commissioners of Lake 
county, Ilinois, to enter a quarter section of land 
for the seat of justice of said county, 

Oa motion of Mr. W. W. IRWIN, he was ex- 
cused from serving on the select committee raised 
to inquire into the cansss of the dismissal of a 
clerk in the Pension Office: 

On motion of Mr. WELLER, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Woeopxespay, May 25, 1849, 

The resolution of Mr. Merrick, defining what 
communications and papers, which from time to 
time might be transmitted from the departments to 
the Senate and its committees, shall be considered 
confidential; and the substitute proposed by Mr. 
McRozerts, requiring the transaction of executive 
business with open doors; came up in their order— 
the latter Senator being entitled to the fleck. 

On the suggestion of Mr. BUCHANAN, who 
was apprehensive that the discussion of these rez- 
olutions might interfere with the apportionment 
bill, they were passed over informally. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN, from the Judiciary Com. | 


mittee, reported back, without amendment, House 
bill for the relief of James Williams. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN moved that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the bill which goes to 
provide that one term of the Federal court of the 


State of Ohio shall be held at Cincinnati, instead of 
two being held at Columbus. Mr. C. said it was not 


so importantas to whal manner the question should 


be decided, as that ıt should be decided. 

The question was pat, and agreed to, and the 
Senate took up said bill, as in committee of the 
whole; and there being no motion to amend the 
same, it-was reported to the Senate. 

‘Mr. TAPPAN said he had been requested by 
some lawyers of Cincinuati to favor the passage of 
the bill; bat he had not received any other informa- 
tion from other parts of the State, and therefore did 
not know whether the change. proposed met with 
the approbation generally of those interested, or not. 
He would not, however, raise any question as to the 
proptiety of the passage of the bill. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading; and was subsequently read the third 
time, and passed. : 

The resolution of Mr. Bayard, proposing to 
raise a committee to inquire into the propriety of ap- 
pointing for the ®enate a corps of reporters, came 
up in its order; ` i , 

On motion of Mr. STURGEON, its further con- 
sideration wag postponed, for the purpose of taking 
up, as in committee of the whole, 

», THES APPORTIONMENT BILL. 

The questions immediately pending were the 
amendmentg proposed by the Judiciary Committee, 
striking, of the ratio of 50,179, adopted by the 
House èf Representatives, and substituting 50,000 
as the rati; and a provision to represent fractions, 
by giving an additional. Representative to such 
States whose fraction exceeded a moiety of the 
ratio of 59,000; and the amendment striking out 
that portion of the bill makiag it obligatory on the 
States to adopt the district system of representation, 
each district to be composed of contiguous territory, 
and to return but one Representative; and substi- 
tuling a provision leaving it optional with the 
States to adopt either the district or general-ticket 
system, but retaining that portion requiring that 
the districts shail be of contiguous territory, sending 
oue Representative, if the district system should be 
preferred. : 

Mr. HUNTINGTON observed that it was not 
his intention te trouble the Senate with a lung 
speech on this shbject, or to consume time in going 
over the ground already traversed by those who 
had preceded him. He would not, therefore, have 
risen to say one word, had not the yeas and nays 
been called for; but as his vote was to be recorded, 
he thought it due to himself and the Senate to state 
that, in giving it, he was not influenced by the effect 
which this amendment would have on his own 
State; for, wheiber it prevailed or not, wasa matter 
of no consequence to Connecticut, as far as she 
was individually concerned. But the manner in 
which it would affect the small States of the Union, 
being a matter of the greatest importance to them, 
was a subject of general interest in which he par- 
ticipated. ; 

Mr. H. then entered into a review, in detail of 
the arguments in favor of the proposition, and then 
of the objections urged against the bill of 1792. 

There was a report made in the House of Rep- 
resentatives, in 1832, to which allusion had not 
been made in this discussion, 

Two reasons had been assigned for General 
Washington’s veto: one, that he considered the 
bill of 1792 gave to some of the States more Rep- 
Tesentatives than they would be entijled to, accord- 
ing to the ratio of 30,000, limited by the Constitu- 
lion; the other, that there was no proportion or 
division eapable of producing equality throughout 
the States. Now, he contended that General 
Washington had considerable doubts of the pro- 
priety of vetoing that bill; in proof of which, he 
referred to extracts from Mr. Jefferson's letters, 
quoted in the report. 

Allusion had been repeatedly made to the bill of 
1792. That bill had passed the Senate by a vote 
of 14 in the affirmative—13 Voting in the negative. 
Among these who voted for it, were the names of 
many who had assisted in the formation of the 
Constitution., If such men as Justice Ellsworth 
were in favor of the bill, was it not evidence that 
the framers of the Constitution intended the prin- 
ciple now contended for by the Senator from, 


£ 
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Scaein should be the principle of the Constitu- 
tion : "4 

_ The convention bad, at first, the intention of fix- 
ing the ratio at 40,000; and. the bill of 1792 Was 
dranghted with that ratio. It was not until an ad- 
vanced peried of its consideration that the ratio 
was reduced to 30,000. It was upon a motion to 
reconsider that it was substituted. He quoted the 
debate to show this; and read an extract from the 
President’s remarks on the subject. 

- It was to benefit the smaller States the change 
was made. New Hampshire, for instance, would 
have had-two’ Representatives, with a. fraction of 
22,000, had the ratio of 40,000 been adopted; but 
atthe ratio of 30,000, she was to have three Rep- 
resentatives. In like manner he pointed out the 
effects of the change on several other small States. 
He used this argument to show that the framers of 
“the Constitution intended to carry out the principle 
of representing fractions, as far as practicable. 

The document he had referred to brought to his 
view an analogous ease which bad arisen in the 
State of New York. The Legislature of that 
State, in 1791, under a constitution similar to the 
Federal Constitution in that respect, adopted a 
rule carrying out this principle: how long the Le- 
gislature acted upon it, he did not know. He read 
the clausesin the constitution of New York bear- 
ing on this point. It was in principle the same as 
the principle in the Federal Constitution—that di- 
rect taxation and representation should be accord- 
ing to numbers. In 1791, the Senate of New 
York decided that a fraction in any of the coun- 
-ties exceeding half the ratio should be entitled to 
an additional Representative; and that rule became 
the law, and was acted upon by the General As- 
sembly. This precedent he considered entitled to 
more weight than the objections quoted from Gen. 
‘Washington’s veto message; which objections, 
however applicable to the bill of 1792, were whol- 
ly inapplicable to the bill now under. considera- 
tion. 

He asked, what did the Constitution mean by 
the expression that ‘direct taxes and representa. 
tives shall be apportioned to the States in propor- 
tion to their respective numbers?” The meaning 
of this was, that any one State (for instance, New 
Hampshire) should be entitled to a number of 
Representatives, in the same prop:rtion to the whole 
number of Federal Representatives which its pop- 
ulation bore to the Federal populaticn of the Union. 
This he illustrated by arithmetical rules of propor- 
tion. 

There could be no doubt, then, that if the uni- 
formity of taxation and representation cannot be 
mathematically carried out, it must be done arith- 
metically, as nearly as practicable. 

He contended that every apportionment bill hith- 
erto passed had carried out this principle in some 
way or other, though not exactly as the amendment 
now under consideration provides. This he illus- 
trated by taking the bill signed by General Wash- 
ington in 1792, after that which he had vetoed. 
He argued, that if the whole population of the 
Union, at that time, was taken as one term of the 
proportion, and the whole number of Representa- 
tives as another; then the population of New Hamp- 
shire, in proportion. to the Federal popula‘ion, would 
have been entitled to one Representative less than 
that bill allotted to her. The way in which it was 
contrived to give New Hampshire this additional 
Representative was, by adopting a ratio for repre- 
sentation which produced a result more favorable 
to her, and to other small States with large frac- 
tions, than the proportion of respective numbers in 
population, compared with the aggregate population 
of the whole Union. 

This, he contended, was a direct carrying out of 
the principle of representing fractions now con- 
tended for. It was on the same principle that 
every succeeding apportionment bill had been 
framed and acted upon. In the only two cases 
during this Government, in which resort had been 
had to direct taxation, a construction had been 

iven to the Constitution, that Federal numbers 
should be the criterion; which justified the assump- 
tion that the precedent was established of basing 
representation upon Federal population. 

‘He would yote for the amendment, because he 


conceived it was a principle consonant. with the 
intention of the Constitution, and best calculated to 
do justice to the small States. P ` 
Mr. WOORBURY observed that it had been 
supposed there was some inconsistency in the re- 


marks of Judge Marshall which he quoted yester- | 


day; but, in strictness, there was no inconsistency 
whatever, as the passages referred to were perfec'- 
ly recorcilable. -This he showed by reading the 


extracis and specifying their application. ` He also . 


queted Mr. Madison’s comments, Mr. Madison 
was a leader in the debate; and he was also con- 
sulted by General Washington in his consideration 
of the veto. He says, Gen. Washington thought 
the bill might be brought within the language of the 
Constitution ;. butit is far from appearing that he 
thought it could be made constitutional in principle. 
At Gen. Washington’s request, Mr. Jefferson, Mr. 
Madison, and Mr. Randolph consulted; and, hav- 
ing agreed on the veto, they drew it up ; and, up- 


on Mr. Jefferson’s pledge of honor that it was in . 


conformity with his opinion, Gen. Washington 
signed it. 

Mr. W. entered into many details to show the 
difficulties which existed at the time in reference to 
the fractions; occasionally quoting extracts in sup’ 
port of bisargument. It was to set the. matter right 
with regard to these inferences, that he had risen. 

Mr. WALKER referred to one of the objections 
in General Washington’s time—that a scramble 
would be created for the fractions; but no such 
thing could occur in reference to this bill. He bad 
discovered that the way in which the Congress of 
1792 ascertained that there should be 120 Repre- 
sentatives, was, by dividing the whole number of 
the Federal population by 30,000. Of this he had 
cotemporaneous evidence. He quoted the grounds 
of objection stated in General Washington’s veto. 
He was glad the Senator from New Hampshire 
had shown that this veto was drawn up by Jeffer- 
son, aided by Madison and Randolph. Et was now 
clear that they and General Washington had con- 
siderable doubts of the propriety of the veto. He 
next referred to the arguments of the Senator from 
Delaware, (Mr. Bayanp,] and he asked him what 
ratio could be adopted which would give the same 
number of Representatives that the House now 
has—242. There was avast variety of numbers 
which, as applied to 26 States, would not work out 
the result sought for. He denied that it was possible 
to begin by fixing an arbitrary number. 

Mr. BAYARD replied that he could show, from 
the table furnished with the bill, that 62,279 would 
give 242 members. 

Mr. WALKER was not aware that was in the 
table. But he asked the Senator, could he point out 
a ratio that wou'd give 241 members. 

Mr. BAYARD answered that he could—the 
ratio of 62,351 would give it. 

Mr. WALKER said, before he had done, he 
would point out many numbers that no ratio could 
be provided for. 

Mr. BAYARD interposed, to say that the first 
consideration should be the number of Representa- 
tives most desirable for the Federal body of Rep- 
resentatives. That being fixed, the apportionment 
of them among the States must be according to 
their respective numbers, in proportion to the Fed- 
eral population, This being plain, the inquiry 
came as to the relation between the Representa- 
tives individually, and their respective constituent 
bodies. If the common ratio is fixed by law, it 
stands in place of the constitutional ratio. If the 
fixed ratio is 50,000, and one State has only one 
amount of this ratio, leaving a fraction of 30,000 
unrepresented, these 30,000 had no right to com- 
plain; for the Constitution says they shall not have 
a Representative until they come up to a full ratio. 
if one State happened to be left with a large frac- 
tion by this bill, it would have its chance of being 
left with a very small fraction by the next appor- 
tionment bill. Such would probably be the case 
with regard to Mississippi. - 

Mr. WALKER continued his remarks: he con- 
tended that the rule of the Constitution was not 
violated so long as no one State was assigned more 
Representatives than one to every 30,000. 

Mr. BAYARD. observed that he said the ratio 
of 30,000 in the Constitution was a minimum; but 


when -à higher ratio. was: adopted by law, it-was-a 
substitute. for the ratio in the Constitution: . He 
asked if the Senator maintained that, if the ratio was 
50,000 by law, and a State. had- a fraction-of 25,000 
over that ratio, it was-constitutional to give ita Rep- 
resentative for that fraction? — ecu 

Mr. WALKER replied: the whole numberof.. 
the State being greater than two ratios of 30,000; 
it was constitutional to give it two members: “If he © 
was violating any constitutional principle with re- 
gard to the other House, he ought to feel alarmed; 
but he was doing no such thing; he was pursuing 
quite an opposite course: he was endeavoring to 
come the nearest to the great republican principle 
of the Constitution, that every human being should, 
if possible, be represented. 

Mr. ALLEN observed, that if any ratio could 
be devised between 50,000 and 60,000, that would 
do equal justice to all parts of the Union, he would 
be in favor of it. He would say, however, that, 
as-Congress had to.act upon. this matter, and as it 
was impossible to do equal justice to all parts of 
the Union, the Senate should not be deterred. from 
action because some injustice must be done. ` The. 
inequality was augmented by the progression of 
population. Fe would instance Ohio, in which the 
increase of population was so progressive, that du- 
ring the last part of the ten years just expired there 
were 300,000 inhabitants of that State not repre~ 
sented. If they bad been represented, Ohio would 
have had six members more than she had. . Such 
would be the case with regard to the next ten years. 
He believed the increase in the population of Ohio, 
from the taking of the census till the time this ap- 
portionment is to go into operation, will be at 
least "150,000; a portion of the population which 
will not be represented for the ensuing ten years. 
He mentioned these things to show that inegnali- 
ties cannot be helped. He did not blame the Con- 
stitution nor Congress. He would vote against.the 
amendment, not because he belonged. toa large 
State, or had no sympathy for a small State. Such | 
was not his feeling: he deeply regretted that the 
State of Mississippi should be left with so large a 
fraction. He would gladly see such a ratio 
adopted as would change that result, and avoid 
such an inequality with regard to any State; but he 
advanced many reasons why he could not vote for 
the amendment. : 

Mr. CRITTENDEN observed that it was im- 
possible to make any speculations .on the annual 
increase of population in any State or States. The 
Constitution inhibits Congress-from entering into” 
speculations of that nature; therefore, it was impos- 
sible to pay any regard to the considerations upon 
which the Senator from Ohio based his arguments 
as to the injustice done to his State, by leaving 
150,000 of its inhabitants without any representa~ 
tion, when this bill shall go into operation in 1843. 

Mr. ALLEN interposed, and explained that he 
had made no complaints of injustice to his State 
by this bill, nor had he made use of any arguments 
against the bill itself. He had merely endeavored 
to show that it was impossible to avoid inequalities 
by any ratio which might be adopted. ` 

Mr. CRITTENDEN resumed his remarks, and 
endeavored to reduce the discussion to. the real 
question at issue. He recapitulated the circum- 
stances under which General Washington vetoed 
the bill of 1792. General Washingtcn did not say 
that there should be a common divisor. His ob- 
jection was, that no common divisor could produce 
the results of the proposed bill; itwas neither neces- 
sary nor proper to give his words a meaning which 
they did not obviously bear. 

It seemed to him that nothing but sophistry could 
bring gentlemen to a conclusion that it was more 
consonant to the Constitution. to leave a large una 
represented fraction than a small one. He review- 
ed the assumption made by the Senator from Dela- 
ware, as to his preliminary or initiatory ratio, and 
contended that his assumption was without founda- 
tion. 

E made no odds at which end Congress began. 
It was just as easy to agree upon a common meas- 
ure, to ascertain how many members there should 
be,-as to begin with a given number of Represent- 
atives, and from it ascertain the ratio. All he 
Constitution wants is a common rule, which shall 


. 
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qually, and unifor i ry i 
mitice thought it the nearest approàch practicable 
to the dictates of the Constitution, to` give .Repre- 


sentatives for fractions. of such magnitude as- 


25,000... He had no difficulty in believing it to be 
not only constitutional, but just and expedient. 
: ‘Mr. BAYARD- remarked that there would be no 
difficulty ia the question as.to what number should 
constitute a House, because individual interests of 
members were not brought to bear.on the question; 
but when, the ratio.is considered, individual. inter- 
ests.are excited, and immense difficulties arise to 
impede the adjastirent. =. ` a 

Mr. CRITTENDEN contended that. there was 


not any-gteat difference; for, no matter which end , 


was taken up first, the ratio would be in view all 
the. time, and its effect on individual interests 
would be the same whether the number of Repre- 
Sentatives or ratio was the first consideration. . The 
Senator thinks members are. to shut one. eye, and 
look at the subject with the other. Now, he con- 
tended the whole bearings of the subject would: be 
looked at with both eyes, and all would be consid- 
ered. This, however, was not a subject at issue 
now. 

Mr. RIVES held it to be a fundamental: princi- 
ple that a construction of either constitution or 
law which is practicable, in contradistinction to 
the construction which is impracticable, should be 
adopted. Those gentlemen, therefore, who con- 
tend that the principle of the Constitution is liter- 
ally impracticable, aud that Congress is- bound to 
come as near as.possible to the practicability of an 
imptacticable principle, refute their own arguments 
in the very premises they assume., Now, he con- 
tended that the true principle of the Constitution— 
and, indeed, the only one not beset with difficulties 
—Was set forth in the instrument itself, in terms so 
plain and simple in practice, that it required ex- 
traordinary ingenuity and sophistry to mystify it. 
Left to itself, it was a simple problem, which’ the 
veriest tyro in figures could work out with. uner- 
ring precision. This principle was, that represent- 
ation shall be apportioned according to the respect- 
ive numbers in the several States, and this was to 
be done by fixing a common ratio; and as often 
as that ratio goes into the population of each State, 
that State shold have a Representative. There was 
no impracticability in this—nothing about fractions; 

it was a positive rule of the Constitution, and ad- 
mitted of no difficulties. 

Mr. R. here entered into a minute review of the 
debates in convention, to show the common and 
prevalent idea at the time with regard to a given 
ratio, In the original project drawn up by Mr. 
Pinckney, the proviso was made, that each State 
should be entitled to representation, according to 
the number of its inhabitants, at the rate of one 
member for every (blank) number of inhabitants; 
and so it continued in the report of the committee, 
and was retained till near the close of the debate. 
The whole of this proved. that not only the con- 
vention, but the first Congress under it, contem- 
plated no other rule than that. of apportioning 
representation according to tespective numbers, 
They were aware that, no matter what should be 
done, fractions would be left. Nothing could be 
more obvions than that they never intended the 
fractions should be- represented. Mr. Jefferson, 
in the letter to which so much reference had been 
made, alludes very significantly to the subject. 
He (Mr. R ) referred also to the authority of Judge 
Marshall to show that the analogy contended for 
between direct taxes and representation did not 
apply. When the question came up of apportion- 
ing direct taxes according to representation, Mr. 
Ellsworth showed the injustice of such a rule. 

The unvarying and unbroken practice of this 
Government with regard to apportionment of rep- 
resentation was indubitable evidence of ihe falfil- 
ment of the intention of the Constitution. There 
was no end to the encroachments which must re- 
sult from the slightest departure from the simple 

rule of the Constitution. Agree to a compound 
ratio, consisting of two unequal ratios, and there 
is nothing to prevent the adoption of a compound 
of fifteen sub-ralios: it would lead to an endless 
Scramble for the representation of these fractions. 
lcliberate conviction Was, that-there was no 


nly. ‘The Judiciary Com- 


“other constitutional rule -of apportionment but the 


plain and simple one laid down in the Constitution 
“itself, which. was practicable and susceptible of 
demonstration to every one. - =- , 

It was impossible by any ingenious device to 


- avoid inequalities, and the cunseqaences of unrep- 


resented fractions. 


Mr. WHITE intended to vote for an inerease of | 


the ratio, and should come to the'same ‘conclusion: 
that. the Senator from Mississippi had arrived at, 
with regard to the aceordance of the propose] 
amendment with the principles of the Constitution. 
He did net consider the ratio of-30,000 in the Con- 
stitution was to be viewed in any way imperative, 
except as to its being. the lowest limitation of such 
‘ratios as Congress might adopt. If any ratio 


eould be devised which would relieve the small - 


States from the burden of the -largest fractions, 
and throw that burden upon the majority of the 
States, he would be in favor of it. 

The question being on Mr. Watxer’s motion to 
concur With the amendment of the Judiciary Com- 
mittee, proposing to represent fractions, by allowing 
one additional Representative to such States whose 
fraction exceeded a moiety of the ratio of 50,000, 
said question was taken on yeas and nays, and re- 
sulted as follows: 

YEAS~—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Choate, Clayton, 
Conrad, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Evans, Fulton, Graham, Hender- 
son, Huntington, Kerr, Merrick, Morehead, Porter, Sevier, 
Simmons, Sprague, Tallmadge, Walker, White, Woodbridge, 
and Young—25, 

NAYS—Messrs, Allen, Archer, Bagby, Rayard, Benton, 
Buchanan, Calhoun, Crafis, King, Linn, McRoberts, Mangum, 
Miller, Preston, Rives, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, 
Sturgeon, Tappan, Williams, Woodbury, and Wright—22, 

“So the amendment was concurred in. 

Mr. BAYARD moved to strike out that portion 
of the bill fixing the ratio at 50,179, and to insert 
74,607 as the ratio. 

Mr. McROBERTS inquired of the Chair whether 
it would be in order to amend the motion by mov- 
ing another number as a ratio, 

The CHAIR was understood to say that it would 
not be then. 

Mr. KING remarked that many gentlemen were 
prepared to vote for striking out the ratio in the 
bill, who were not prepared to vote for the number 
proposed as a substitute. He therefore called for 
a division of the question, so as to have the vote 
on striking out first. 

Mr. WOODBURY was opposed to striking out 
for the purpose of inserting that specific number. 

Mr. BAYARD said, as it seemed to be desirable, 
he would move merely to strike out the ratio fixed 
by the House, and leave. the question of inserting 
for an independent motion. 

Mr. MERRICK was opposed to striking out the 
present ratio, without he knew what number was 
intended to be substituted as the ratio. He pre- 
ferred a compound motion of striking out and in- 
serting. 

Mr. BAYARD believed that it was the general 
sense almost of the Senate, not to adopt the ratio 
fixed by the House; and it was with that view, he 
moved to strike it out. If it be stricken out, then 
the question of what will be the right ratio will 
arise; and, in order to disembatrass that question, 
he was willing to modify -his motion to one of 
striking out merely; which motion, if it preyailed, 
he would follow up by a motion to insert 74,607 
as the ratio, 

Mr. WRIGHT, understanding that the motion 
now was one for simply striking out the ratio of 
50,179, fixed by the House, demanded the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. MERRICK said he would vote against the 
motion to strike out, not because he was in favor 
of the ratio fixed by the House, but because the 
motion was not a perfect proposition; for, in voting 
for the motion to strike out, he would not know 
what he was voting in its stead, 

Mr. WRIGHT said, as he had called for the yeas 
and nays on the motion, it was proper that he should 
state his reasons for so doing. “He called for them 
because he was in favor of retaining the ratio 
fixed by the House of Representatives, 

Mr. WOODBURY stated: that he was now forced 
to vote against changing the ratio, when he might 
otherwise desireachange— . s o 

Because now New. Hampshire was authorized to 


have one additional Represen‘ative for only about 
30,000 additional or fractional population. 
But another illustration of the unforeseen injust- 
ice done to some States, compared with others, by 
this representation of fractions—-when its advo- 
cates professed to do it with a view to prevent com- 
parative injustice—he would merely state the two 
following cases: 
By this bill, you now give to New Jersey seven 
members, and Maryland nine 
New Jersey, by some of the tables, has a federal 


population of - - - 373,037 
Maryland, one of only - - 433,432 
The difference between them is but -~ 60,395 
Yet you give Maryland two additional 

Representatives—one for + - 50,000 
And one, comparatively, for only the 

small fraction of + , - - 10,395 


The only other case I will now name is New 
Jersey compared with Illinois— j 
The former, as before, has a federal population 


of - z ä - - © 373037 
Illinois has but : 3 - 476.051 
Or a majority of but - . - 103,014 
Yet, you give to Illinois ten Represente 

atives by this bill, and New Jersey 

but seven; that is, comparatively, you 

give her two for - - - 100,000 
And a third for the inconsiderable frac- 

tion of - - - . 3,014 


The question was then put on Mr. Bayarp’s mo- 
tion to strike out the ratio of 50,179, fixed by the 
House; and carried in the affirmative, on yeas and 
nays, as follows: Yeas 25, nays 23. 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Bagby, Bayard, Berrien, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clayton, Crafts, Cuthbert, Evans, Fulton, Graham, 
King, Linn, McRoberts, Mangum, Preston, Rives, Sevier, 
Smith of Indiana, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, White, Williams, 


and Woodbridge—25, 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Barrow, Bates, Benton, Choate, 
Huntington, Kerr, Merrick, 


Conrad, Crittenden, Henderson, 
Miller, Morehead, Porter, Simmons, Smith of Connecticu 
Sprague, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Woodbury, Wright, an 


Young—23, 


On motion of Mr. BUCHANAN, the Senate 
then adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wennespay, May 25, 1842. 

Mr. BURKE presented the petition of Francis 
Green, of Rindge, New Hampshire, a soldier of 
th? Revolution, praying Congress to place him upon 
the iavalid pension roll of the United States. 

Mr. HUNT presented the memorial of Leonard 
Reed, and 80 others, of Pittstown, Rensselaer coun- 
ty, New York, in favor of protecting American 
labor and industry, 

Also, the memorial of George T. Denison, and 
72 others, of Berlin, Rensselaer county, to the same 
effect. 

Mr. FILLMORE said, as it was yesterday un- 
derstood that committees would this morning be 
eaea for reports, he called for the order of ihe 

ay. 

Committees were than accordingly called for 
reports. 

Mr. COWEN, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported a series of bills—viz: | 

A bill for the relief of Jchn Jones. 

A bill for the relief of Moses M. Strong. 

A bill for the relief of the administrator of John 
Jackson. 

A biil for the relief of 
of Robert T. Spence. 

A bill for the relief of Peter Lionberger. 

_ These ceveral bills, which were each accompa- 
nied by a report, were read twice, and committed 
to the Committee of the Whole on the siate of the 
Union. ; 

Mr. COWEN, from the same committee, made 
a report, in writing, containing the views of the 
committee of the necessity which exists for the em- 
ployment of a clerk. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON said he hoped the gen- 
tleman from Ohio would give some reason for the 


the legal representatives 


employment of aclerk during the vacation. 
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Mr, BARNARD said he hoped the time of. the 
House would not be taken up with a debate. 

Mr.: COWEN was. undersiood to. say that the 
committee. had assigned their reasons“in their re- 
port;-and all he-now desired was, that the report 
should be printed for the perusal-of members. 

The report was accordingly laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. COWEN, from the Committee of Claims, 
moved that permission be given to Dr. James H. 
Andrews, on. whose petition the committee had re- 
ported adversely, to withdraw bis petition and pa- 
pers; which was agreed to. 

Mr. COWEN, from the same committee, made 
adverse reports on the petitions of Augustus Steele, 
of Florida; George W. Walton, Mary Weedman, 
William Cooley, Morgan Simpson; Victor L. Gor- 
don, Robert Woodworth, M. Cunningham, J. and 
N. Hamblin, William Rice, Parthenia Beard, as- 
signee of David Beard, Daniel Spencer, and Mil- 
ler Hallowes. 

Mr. COWEN, from the same committee, 
moved thatthe committee be discharged from. the 
farther consideration of the petition of William 
Faller ; and.also of Orlando Saltmarsh and Wil- 
liam Overton; and that they be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads; which 
motion was agreed to. 
` Mr. COWEN made an adverse report upon the 
petition of Luther Halsey, which was made the or- 
der of the day for Monday next ; and a like report 
on the petition of J. T. D. Lainer, petition agent, 
of Illinois. 

Mr. COWEN réported a joint resolation from 
the Senate, whose object was to prevent the recep- 
tion of a petition for a claim whica had once been 

„acted upon and rejected, unless it came supported 
by new testimony. It was proposed to add this to 
the rules of the two Houses, 

Mr. ADAMS doubted the propriety, if not the 
constitutionality, of this resolution. He objecied 
to it, because it would have the effect of restricting 
the right of petition. 

Mr. COWEN begged to inform the gentleman 
from Massachusetts that the resolution did not pre- 
vent the petition being presented, if any member of 
Congress would certify that, in his opinion, the de- 
‘cision which had been made upon it was erroneous. 

Mr. ADAMS remarked that he would not agree 
to it with such arestriction. The right of petition 
was a sacred right to the people of this Union, and 
more especially on the subject of claims. 

Mr. BARNARD inquired if this debate was in 


order. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST observed that the resolu- 
tion was extensive in ils operation, and required 
mature consideration. 

Mr, ADAMS inquired whether it did not go 
over, as it gave rise to debate. 

The SPEAKER said it must, if it was objected 
to. 

Mr. ADAMS said that he objected. 
Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved that it be made 
the special order of the day for Friday week, 

Mr. BARNARD asked whether that motion 
was in order, and whether, as the resolution gave 
-rise to debate, it should not lie over. He objected 


to it. 

Mr. ARNOLD asked if the gentleman had the 
right to object, when it was the report of the com- 
mittee. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
make the resolution the special order for Friday 
week; which was not carried—~two-thirds not voting 
in the affirmative. The resolution was then passed 
over. 

Mr. ARNOLD, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported the following bill; which was read twice, 
and committed to the Committee of the Whole: 

A bill for the relief of John R. Delany. 

Mr. T. W. WILLIAMS, from -the Committee 
on Commerce, reported a bili to establish a port of 
entry at Havre-de-Grace, in Maryland; which was 
read twice, and committed to the Committee of the 
‘Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. J. C. CLARK, from the Committee on 
Commerce, moved that that committee be dis- 
charged from the consideration of the petition of 


Adam McCulloch; and: that it. be -referred. to the 

Committee of Claims; which was agreed to. 7 
Mr. ALLEN moved that. the Committee of the 

Whole House be discharged from the bill to extend 

the collection district of Wiscasset. : 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON inquired its effect. 

Mr. ALLEN explained. ; 

The Committee of the Whole was then dischar- 


ged; and the bill was read a third time, and passed. 


Mr. TOLAND, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill maxing appropriations for 
the erection of custom-houses and public store. 
houses; which was read twice, and committed to 
the Committee of the Whole. ; 

Mr. CASEY, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred a bill from the Sen- 
ate, entitled “An act authorizing the relinquish- 
ment of the 16th sections granted for the use of 
schools, and the entry of other Jands in lieu there- 


of,” reported the same with an amendment, and it” 


was committed to the Committee of the Whole 
House. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, from the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, reported a bill to be enti- 
tled “An act to amend an act to carry: into effect, 
in the States of Alabama and Mississippi, the ex- 
isting compacts with those States in regard to the 
five per cent. fund and school reservations.” 

The bill was read the first and second times. 

Mr. T. moved that the bill be read a third time, 
and put upon its passage. And the bill was or- 
dered to be engrossed and read a third time. 

Mr. CARUTHERS inquired what were the full 
and entire provisions of the bill? 

Mr, THOMPSON replied that, in the year 1834, 
the United States entered into a treaty with the 
Chickasaw Indians for the cession of their lands 
lying in the State of Mississippi, and a small por- 
tion of their lands lying in Alabama. This treaty 
differed in its provisions from any other ever en- 
tered into by this Government with any other tribe 
of Indians. In the first place, each Chickasaw 
was entitled to certain reservations of Jand; and, 
in the second place, the residue of the lands shall 
be sold by the United States, for the use and on 
the behalf of the Chickasaw Indians; and that the 
moneys arising from such sales, after defraying 
the necessary expenses of sale, shall be kept by 
this Government as a trustee for the Indians. In 
this arrangement, Mississippi was deprived of her 
acknowledged rights—her 16th sections, secured to 
her by the solemn compacts of this Government 
for the use of schools. In 1836 Congress felt the 
injustice done the State of Mississippi, and passed 
the law to which this bill is an amendment. That 
law provides that lands equal in quantity to those 
of which the State of Mississippi had been de- 
prived by the Chickasaw treaty, should be selected, 
under the direction of the Secretary of the Treasn- 
ry, from any public lands contiguous to the Chick- 
asaw cession, remaining unsold, which had been 
offered at public sale. 

The Legislature, in their memorial, which has 
been referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 
set forth that there are no lands in that State re- 
maining unsold, which have been offered at public 
sale, which are equal in value to the lands of 
which the State has been deprived. This state- 
ment he (Mr. T.) was prepared, from personal 
knowledge, to endorse. The changes made by this 
bill were to give the selection of these lands to the 
Governor of the State, instead of the Secretary of 
the Treasury; because he will take a deeper inter- 
est in the matter, aud the people will feel a stronger 
disposition to acquiesce in his selections. It also 
gives the Governor the power.to select their lands 
out of any public lands remaining unsold in the 


land districts contiguous to the Chickasaw cession, . 


which was but jast and fair; and yet he doubted if 
lands could be selected fully equivalent in value 
to the lands of which the State bad been deprived. 
But yet it was all Congress could, with proprie- 
ty, be called upon to doit. | 

After a few words from Messrs. PAYNE, FILL- 
MORE, HALL, BARNARD, CROSS, and EVER- 
ETT, the bill was made the order of the day for 
Wednesday next. 

Mr. BREWSTER, from the Committee on Pab- 
lie Lands, to which had been referred the bill 


from: the Senate entitled “An act declaring the as- 
sent of Congress to the State. of ‘Illinois: to impose 
a tax upon:all lands hereafter’ sold by: the United 
States-in that State, from and after the time of such 
sale,” reported that, in the opinion’of the commit-" 
tee, the bill ought not to be passed into alaw: “It 
was committed to the Committee of the Whole-on 
the state ofthe Union. ; eee 

Mr. BREWSTER, from the same- committee, _ 
made an adverse report upon the petition of Benja-, 
min Elliot; which was ordered to. lie on the table.” 

Mr. HOPKINS, from the Committeeon the 
Post Office and Post Roads, to which had been re~ | 
ferred a bill from the Senate, entitled “ An act for 
the relief of Hezekiah Cunningham,” reported the 
same without amendment; and it was committed 
to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. BARNARD, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to which was referred, on the 22d of 
April last, the bill for the relief of the heirs of 
Richard Shubrick, with instructions to. report 
whether widows and orphans of officers who died 
before the passage of the resolution of’ the 15th 
May, 1778, are entitled to. seven years’ half-pays. 
under the resolution of the 24th August, 1780, 
reported. that they are not entitled. The report w 
ordered. to lie on the table. Bi a 

Mr. PEARCE, from the Judiciary. Committee, 
moved that the report made in the case of Alex« 
ander McComb be recommitted to that committee; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. MAXWELL, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, made an adverse report on the petition 
of the administrators of Benjamin Fry; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. SAUNDERS, from the same committee, 
reported, without amendment, the Senate bill for 
the relief of Thomas Haskins and Ralph Haskins; 
and it was committed to the Committee of the 
Whole House. con 

Mr. PARMENTER, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, made an adverse report on 
the petition of Philip R. Rice, He-also reported a 
bill for the relief of Joseph W. Newcomb; which 
was read twice, and committed to the Committee 
of the Whole. $ 


Mr. HALL, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, made adverse reports on the peti-. 
tions of the heirs of James Broaders; of Lucy 
Marks, widow. of John Marks; of the heirs of 
Lieut. William Lewis; and of the heirs of Dr. 
William Rickman. 


Mr. PARMENTER, from the same committee, 
made an adverse report on the petition of Daniel 
Starr, ; 


Mr. MOORE, from the Committee. on. Private 
Land Claims, reported Senate bill for the relief of 
Valerian Allain, without amendment; and it was 
committed to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. He also reported a bill for 
the relief of William Walker; which was read twice, 
and committed to the Committee of ihe Whole on 
the state of the Union. He made an adverse re- 
port in the case of Samuel Gladney; and, on kis 
motion, it was ordered that George A. Wageaman, 
R. Toledam, Fergus Gardner, Thomas B, Lee, L. 
Eyma, and Patrick Foley, have leave to withdraw 
their petitions. 

Mr. MERIWETHER, from the Committee.on 
Public Expenditures, made an additignal report, in 
relation to the expenditures for the improvement 
of the navigation at the mouth of the river Mis- 
sissippi, particularly in relation to the conduct and 
accounts of Captain Talcott, superintendent of that 
work. 

Mr. M., from the same committee, to which was . 
referred a memorial from citizens of ihe State of 
Ohio, praying a reduction of the salaries or com- 
pensation of all. officers of the Government, made 
a detailed report in relation to the expenditures of 
the Government, civil, military, and naval; and 
recommending retrenchment and reform in various 
branches and bureaus of the publie service. 

He also reported the following bills: 

A bill to reduce the pay of the cfficers of the 
Federal Government. 

A bill fof the better regulation of the navy; to 
repeal the act of March 3d, 1837, providing fer the 
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more equal. distribution of the navy pension fund; 
and to reduce the navy to.a peace establishment. 

A. bill to reduce the military establishment of 
the United Siates, and for other purposes. 

A bill regulating the payment of expenses ac- 
cruing in the collection of duties on imports. 

These bills. were respectively read twice, and 
were committed to the Committee of the Whole. x 

Mr. HUDSON, from \he Committee on Public 
Expenditures, offered the following resolution +. 

Resolved, That the Committes on Indidn Affairs be required 
to investigate the frauds alleged to. have been committed In Ar- 
karisas, or elsewhere, upon the Cherokee, Chickasaw, or other. 
indians; and report the result of their investigation to the 
House of. Representatives, by bill or otherwise. 

The resolution was agreed. to. ae : 

Mr. DEBERRY, from the Committee on Agri- 
culture; to which was referred the memorial of the 
Legislative Council of the Territory of lowa, pray- 
ing an appropriation for the encouragement of ag- 
Yiculture and household manufactures within that 

erritory, made an adverse report thereon, : 

Mr. HARRIS, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, made an adverse report on the claim of 
Lewis Evans. ; 

Mr. CARUTHERS, from the same committee, ` 
reported, without amendment, the Senate bill for 
the relief of Jabal B. ‘Hancock; and it was com- 
mitted to the Committee of the Whole; , 

Mr. W. BUTLER, from the same committee, 
Teported, without amendment, the Senate bill for 
the relief.of John C. Reynolds, late disbursing 
agent of the Indian Department; and it was com- 
mitted to the Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. CALHOUN, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported the following bills: 

A bill for the relief of Silvia Underwood, mother 
of Lieutenant Underwood, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of James Mount. 

A bill for the relief of Susan Bram. 

These bills were respectively read twice, and 
committed to the Commitiee of the Whole on the 
state-of the Union, i 

Mr. GOGGIN, from the Committee on Military 

~ Affairs, moved that that committee be discharged 
from the case of John Otis, and that it lie on the 
‘table; which was agreed to. 

Mr. ADAMS, from the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, moved that the bill in relation to satisfac- 
tion of the claims for French spoliations be taken 
up on the 3lst of May, and that that day be set 
apart for its consideration. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON was understood to ob- 
ject, on the ground that, as soon as this bill was 
dixposed of, it would be desirable to take up the 
tariff bill. 

Mr. CUSHING called for the ayes and noes on 
the motion; which were ordered, and resulted as 
follows: ayes 83, noes 86. 

YEAS—Measrs, Adams, allen, Landaff W. Andrews, Ar- 

+ hold, Aycrigg, Baker, Barnard, Buidlack, Birdseye, Blau, 
Boardman, Bowne, Briggs, Brockway, Jeremiah Brown, 
Patrick: ©; Caldwell, Calhoun, Childs, Chittenden, John C, 
Clark, Clifford, Cranston, Cross, Cushing, Dawson, Doig, John 
Edwards, John ©, Edwards, Everett, Ferris, Fessenden, Fill- 
more, Wornance, T, P. Foster,Gerry, Giddings {Patrick G. Goode, 
Granger, Gustine, Habersham, Halsted, Holmes, J R. Inger. 
sol, James Irvin, Wm. W. Irwin, Jack, James, King, Lit- 
tefield, Lowell, Alfred Marshall, Mathiot, Morgan, Morrow, 
Nowhard, Oliver, Parmenter, Patricge, Pendleton, Plumer, 
Ramsay, B, Randall, Reed, Ridgway, Roosevelt, J. M. Russell 
Saltonstall, Sanford, Truman Smith, Snyder, Stokely, J. T. 
Stuart, Taliaferro, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Underwood, 
Van Buren, Van Rensselaer, E. D. White, Thos. W, Wil- 
diams, Wise, Wood, and Yorke—83, 

NAYS—Mossrs.* Arrington, Barton, 
Brewster, Milton Brown, Burke, W. O, Butler, John Camp- 
bell, Wm. B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, 
Cary, Casey, Chapman, Coles, Colquitt, Cowen, Cravens, Dan- 
jel, G Davis, R..D. Davis, Dean, Deberry, Doan, Egbert, John G. 
Floyd, C. ‘A. Floyd, Gilmer, Goggin, Wm. O. Goode, Graham, 
Gwin, Hall, Hays, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, Hudson, 
“Hunter, Chas. J. Ingersoll, Cave Jobnson, John W. Jones, Keim, 
Andrew Kennedy, Lewis, Abraham McClellan, McKay, Me: 
Xeon, Samson Mason, Mathews, Mattocks, Medill, Meriwether, 
Miller, Mitchell, Moore, Owsley, Payne, Pearce, Pope, Reding, 
Rencher, Reynolds, Riggs, W. Russell, Saunders, Shaw, Shep. 
perd, Shields, Wm. Smith, Steenrod, Stratton, Summers, 
Sweney, Richard W. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Turney, 


Ward, Warren, Westbrook, James W, Williams, Jos. L, 
Williams, and John Young—86, 


Mr. FILLMORE then inquired if the morning 
hour bad not expired. 
_. The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. FILLMORE then moved that the House 
tele itself into.a Committee of the Whole on the 


Beeson, Black, Botts, 


“MCKAY addressed the eommittee at some 


It provided hat the reoftsiting service should cease 
until the army was reduced by deaths, resignations, 
discharges, and desériiens, to about 8,000 men. 
.. Mr, C. JQHNS 

own, t? ug ee 
_ Mr. FILLMORE objected that the amendment 
was out of order, and called the attention of. the 
Chair to the 534 rule, which provides that no pro- 
position, different: from the one under considera- 
tion, shall be introduced under color ofamendmént, 
The proposition before the House was to pay an 
army created by existing laws; while the sabstance 
of the amendment was, that there shall be a reduc- 
tion of that army from 12,000 to 8,000 men, and 
the disbanding -of one regiment. Now, was this 
amendment the subject on which they were legisla- 
ting? He kaew that the House possessed the 
physical and moral power to refuse the appropria- 
tion; but the amendment was clearly out of order 
under the rule he had referred to., The very ob- 
ject of that rule was to avoid the confusion that 
must arise, in considering appropriation bills, from 
going back into the consideration of the propriety 
of the original law. 

Mr. McKAY contended that the amendment did 
not repeal the law of 1836, or any other law; it 
only directed the application of the money. appro- 
propriated. Further, the law creating the regiment 
of dragoons, authorized the President to dispense 
with it when, in his opinion, it would be proper to 
doso. The doctrine of the gentleman from New 
York amounted to this. If we had an army as 
high as 50,000, and the House wanted to reduce it 
toa peace standard, it could not refuse the ap- 
propriation, because it was authorized by an exist- 
Ing statute, notwithstanding there was an express 
provision of the Constitution that no appropriations 
shall be made for an army fora longer period than 
tvo years. 

Mr. FILLMORE said that he had already stated 
that it was in the power of the House to refuse the 
appropriation even for the whole army—there was 
no doubt of that. What he contended for was, 
that the amendment conflicted with one of the rules 
of the House, and was, therefore, out of order. 

The CHAIR said the rule to which his atten- 
tion had been called provided that no proposition 
different from the one under consideration should 
be introduced under color of amendments. What 
was the subject under consideration? It was the 
appropriation of money for the pay of the army. 
What army? The army authorized by existing 
laws. Who are they? Those now in the Service. 
Then what was the amendment? It was to limit 
the number in service, by providing that no more 
shall be reeruited in place of those who have gone, 
or shall hereafter go, out of service at the expira- 
tion of the period of their enlistment. As to the 
Jatter part of the amendment, relating to the regi- 
ment of dragoons, the amendment did not repeal 
the law creating it, but provided that, after a certain 
time, no money shall be paid -for them. In this 
point of view, and under the best lights he bad from 
the precedents heretofore set, he pronounced the 
amendment not to be out of order, and not con- 
flicting with the rule to which his attention had been 
directed. 

Mr. CUSHING appealed from that decision. If 
the amendment did not repeal existing laws, it did 
hot accomplish the object of the mover. He asked 
gentlemen, in all candor, if that amendment looked 
to this year’s appropriation only, or if it did not go 
to all time to come. He appealed to the commit- 
tee whether it did not, to a certain extent, repeal 
the law of 1838. 

After some remarks from Mr. TILLINGHAST 
in favor of the apveal— : 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON said that the question of 
order was one which had been often before the 
House in the last six or seven years, and had been 
uniformly settled as now decided bv the chairman 
of the committee—and, as he thought, properly so 
decided. What was new the question? We were 
asked for an appropriation to pay the army, and to 


N accepted it in lieu of his 


recruit men for that service. - The amendment of- 

fered seeks to limit the appropriation asked to the 

number of men now believed to be necessary, and 
to prevent further enlistments. This he.consider- 

ed a restriction of the appropriation, rather than a 

repeal of the law. He thought it exactly similar 

to the restriction introduced by the chaitman of the- 

Committee of Ways and Means in the civil. and 

diplomatic bill. The Secretary of Siate was au- 

thorized by law.to.have printed the laws and other 
necessary printing of his department; and we usu- 
ally appropriated for that purpose $25,000. The 
same is again asked, and reported in the usual bill. 

The chairman himself introduces the. restriction, 

and makes it the duty of the Secretary to let out 
the public printing to the lowest bidder; and this 
was adopted (as he thought, very properly) by the 

House. This resolution, introduced by the honore 
able member from New York, changed the law, ag 

- much as the proposition which he now submitte 
—was as much out of order. : 

Mr. J. also referred to the restrictions recently 
put upon the navy bill, and for several years past 
upon the fees allowed to marshals, clerks, and col- 
lectors, &c. The restrictions upon the fees of 
these officers had been for years past—he believed 
since the year 1835—put in the usual appropri- 
ation bills; and certainly changed the law as much’ 
as the restrictions now proposed. But he'con- 
tended the law was not repealed. It was a refusal 
to appropriate, except upon the conditions spe 
cified. The chairman of the Committee of Ways — 
and Means admits the right of tfe House to reject 
any and all appropriations, if they choose. And 
is it not equally competent to reject a part, and 
grant a part? or to grant upon conditions, or with 
any restrictions the House may, choose to put 
upon it? ; J 

The House is aware that thes¢‘augmentations of 
the army had been allowed by the House partly tn 
1832, when the Black Hawk war existed, and in 
1838, to carry on the war in Florida. Now, these 
wars are over. It has been announced to us that 
the Florida war has ended. Where was fiow thé 
necessity of keeping in service the five or six thous- 
and men added to the army by the law-of 1838? 
He was gratified to find that his friend from Rhode 
Island [Mr. Tittinauast}] was now ‘the friend of 
the army. But certainly he thought, as the Flor- 
ida war, which caused the increase, was now over— 
and the Rhode Island war too=-that we might now 
be permitted to return to the, number necessary in 
time of peace. 

The amendment proposes to diminish the num- 
ber of men in the different companies, so as to res 
duce them to the size of the companies as organized 
under the law of 1821; and to dispense with the 
second regiment of dragoons, which was raised üi 
der the law of 1836, for the Florida service. The 
House would remember that that law authorized 
the President at any time to disband- that regi- 

- ment when, in his opinion, the public service would 
allow it to be done. The amendment offered did not 
Propose a repeal of this law; bat an expresstonax 
a strong expression. of the opinion of the House, 
tbat their services would not be required after the. 
Ist of October next; yet the President might retain 
them, and trust for an appropriation for their pay- 
ment to the next session. Mr. J. urged the neceg- 
sity of continuing this mode of restricting or limit- 
ing appropriations, upon this and all other sub- 
jects. 1f we bad to repeal laws before we ceased 
to appropriate, there would not be much retrench- - 
ment or economy soon, 

After some remarks from Mr. GILMER, in fa- 
vor of the decision of the Chair; and from Messrs, 
FILLMORE, HOLMES, and ADAMS against itn 

Mr. LEWIS of Alabama did not rise to discuss 
the question of order, but to say a wold or two on 
the question of privilege—a question involving the 
rights of the House, and the constitutional obliga- 
tions of its members. What was it? According 
to the doctrine advanced by the gentleman from 
New York, if an appropriation bill is brought fop- 
ward to provide for an object authorized by an ex-- 

isting law, Congress could not refuse or suspend 

the appropriation, because, as the gentieman said, 
it would be a repeal of thatlaw. IF thatis correct, 


said Mr. L., we have but one duty here—and that 


is, tp receive the appropriation bills as: they come 
from the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means;.and ask him but one question—and that is, 
are they conformable to law? Now; he believed 
that-they had higher privileges—that they had the 


right:to inquire into the expediency of an appro-" 


priation, and to suspend or refuse it, if they thought 
proper; and no rule could deprive them of that right. 
If there was such’a rule, it ought to be disregarded, 
But he-denied that the amendment conflicted. with 
any rule of the ‘House. Did it propose. to repeal 
any law for the organization of the army? It pro- 
Posed to leave the organization of the army com- 
plete at it Was, but to suspend the appropriation for 
apart of it fora time. Would not the law be in 
force at the next session of Congress, and would it 
not then be in the power of Congress, if it should 
be expedient to do so, to make the appropriation for 
the full complement of men for each regiment? If 
they had not the power to suspend appropriations 
when they deemed them no longer necessary for 


the public service, ail they were doing was idle 


flummery—mere form, According to the argu- 
ment of the gentleman from New York, all they 
had to ask with regard to an appropriation was, is 
it conformable to law? and then vote it by acclama- 
tion. He rose to protest against such a principle. 

Mr. FILLMORE explained, He had stated ex- 
pressly that it was in the power cf the House to 
refuse appropriations at any time. ‘What he con- 
tended for was, that the amendment was out of 
ordet as conflicting with a rule of the House. 

Mr. LEWIS said he recollected the qualification 
of the chairman of the committee. They had, the 
gentleman admitted, the physical power; but he 
(Mr. L.) contended that they had the moral, the 
physical; and the constitutional right to vote down 
üy appropriation whatever; and no rule the gen- 
tleman could interpose could deprive them of it. 
If there was any qualification of that right, he 
wanted the gentleman to point it nut, He belisved 
the athendment of the gentleman from Tennessee 
to be not only correct, but that ihe House had a 
right to vote it. He wanted to see retrenchment 
carried out. This was almost the close of the ses- 
ston; and the House having but little time left to 
act on any other than appropriation bills, if they 
did not reduce their expenditures while acting on 
them, there would be no other opportunity of doing 
it. He should render every aid in his power to 
rediice the expenditures of the Government within 
reasonable limits, and should not be restrained by 
any other power short of the Constitution, 

After some further remarks in support of the ap- 
peal by Mr. EVERETT, and from Mr. ADAMS 
in favor of sustaining the decision of the Chair, 
the question was taken by tellers, and decided in 
in the affirmative; i.e. sustaining the Chair-—ayes 
70, noes 62, 

Mr. FILLMORE observed that the committee 
having decided against the apneal, he did not pro- 
põse to continue the subject further; but he would 
refer the committee to what the Secretary of War, 
as well as the Commanding General, had said in 
their official reports on the subject of a reduction 
ofthe army. He would first premise that the 
army now consisted of 14 regiments. Now, Gen. 
Scott said thathe confidently believed that 16 regi- 
ments was the minimum force now required for 
the wants of the country—not for actual war, but 
for a standing guard for the forts, and for protse- 
tion against Indian omtbreaks; and that an addition 
of one regiment of infantry and one of artillery 
was necessary. On the came subject, the Secretary 
of War said that the very moderate increase of the 
army recommended by the Commanding General 
would unques:ionably be received with that confi- 
dence which the source it came from deserved. And 
the Secretary then proceeded to show the necessity 
for the increase recommended, to man the various 
forts and arsenals, and to protect the frontiers. 

It was stated, at the last session, when the bill 
making appropriations for fortifications was under 
consideration, that many of them were actually go- 
ing to dilapidaion for the want of men to take 
care of them. Mr. F. also referred to a report of 
the Secretary of War to the Senate, Ith April, 
1842, in which the same views were stated. 
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After some remarks from Messrs. PENDLE- 
TON and GOGGIN against the amendmest— 

Oa motion by Mr. CUSHING, the committee 
rose. ; : ts 
Mr. EVERETT submitted a resolution calling 
on the Secretary of War for various information 
in relation to the number, pay, and emoluments of 
the army; which was-adopted. - í aren 

The joint resolation authorizing the erection of 
a monument to Captain Nathan Hale, of Connecti- 
cat, was read twice, and referred.” 

Mr. CUSHING moved the reconsideration of 
the vote referring the bills for the redaction of the 
army and navy, reported this morning by the Com- 
mittee on Peblic Expcnditures, to the Committee 
of the Whole House on the state of the Union. 

And, after some remarks from Messrs. CUSH- 
ING, MERIWETHER, and WISE~— 

On motion by Mr. STUART, of Hlinois, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
. THURSDAY, May 26, 1842. 

Mr. MILLER presented three memorials from 
citizens of the county of Sussex, New Jersey, pray- 
ing that such a revision of the tariff be effected as will 
give encouragement to commerce and agriculture, 
and by adopting such a system of discriminating 
duties as will give protection to domestic manu. 
factures i referred to the Committee on Manufac- 
tures. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from 
a number of citizens of Pennsylvania engaged in 
the manufacture of chemicals. They state that 
the tarif bill reported to ihe House by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury proposes a duty of fifteen per 
cent. ad valorem on all quicksilver imported, whilst 
the manufactured article is to pay only a duty of 
20 per cent. They believe this would be unequal; } 
and therefore propose that quicksilver may be im- 
ported free of duty, and that the duty on tartaric 
acid may be enhanced: referred to the Committee 


on Manufactures. 

Mr. B. also presented a memorial from Chester 
county, Pennsylvania, similar to a great number 
already presented by him, in favor of a protective 
tariff: referred to the Committee on Manufac- 
tures. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented a memorial from 
citizens of the town of Cicero, New York, praying 
that Congress will pass a discriminating and pro- 
teclive tariff; and that it will also settle the ques- 
tion of currency on the basis of the exchequer 
plan: referred to the Committee on Manufac- 
tures. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which had been referred the petition of David 
Stone, praying remuneration for losses sustained 
during the war, mace an adverse report on the 
same; Which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. GRAHAM, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported back, with an amendment, House bill for 
the relief of the legal representatives of John 
Barnes, deceased. 

On motion of Mr. GRAHAM, the Committee on 
Claims was discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the bill of the House for the relief of Ben- 
jamin T. Hard, and it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 

CORPS OF REPORTERS FOR THE SENATE. 

On motion of Mr. BAYARD, the Senate took 
up for consideration the following resolution, sub- 
mitted by him on Tuesday, viz: 

Resolved, That the report of the select committee, under 
the 47th rule of the Senate, in relation to the employment of a 
corps of reporters for the Senate, made on the 8th of Septem- 
ber, 1841, be referred to a select committee of five persons, to 
be appointed by the President pro tem.” 

The resolution was read and adopted; and 
Messrs. BAYARD, ÅRCHER, GRAHAM, BENTON, and 
Wratner, were constituted the committee. 

Mr. WALKER moved that the Senate proceed 
to the special order of the day. 

Mr. PRESTON said he would be greatly grati- 
fied if the Senate would consent to his calling up 
the bill (which would cause no discussion) which 
proposes to incorporate a scientific institution, 
that bad been in existence for some years, and 


_wasnow almost in ruins. The gentlemen who 


compose this institution are in possession of a con- 


siderable amount of property; but, for the want of 
legal qualification, they cannot transact business or” 
protect their property. " The law under which. they: 


heretofore existed asan institution has.éxpired, The. ` 


bill merely gives them the power to hold securely the’ 
very valuable property in their hands... He moved : 


to postpone the. previous orders, for the purpose «= 


of taking up that bill. ote kee 
Mr. WALKER said he would not object to thé 
proposition of the. Senator, if it were not for the 
fact that some of the State Legislatures. are-now 
éonvened, and waiting for the action of Congress 
on the apportionment bill. : 
Mr. ALLEN, said if the Senate did not proceed. 
to the epecial order, he hoped it would take up his 
resolutions, and the substitute for them, relative to 
the Rhode Island affairs. Both were entitled to 
the consideration of the Senate. The resolutions’. 
are in order during the morning hour only, and 
should be disposed of, unless the Senate proceeded 
to the consideration of the apportionment bill.: 
The Senate agreed fo the suggestion: 0} MA 
WALKER; and proceeded to the consideration of ~“ 
THE APPORTIONMENT BILL. i 
The question pending was on concurring in the } 


remaining amendment of the Judiciary Committee, * 
proposing to strike out that portion of the bill ma- 4 


king it obligatory on the States to adopt ‘the dis- 
trict system of representation, each’ distriet to` be” 
composed of contiguous territory, and to return but 
one Representative; and to substitute a provision, 
leaving it optional with the States to adopt either 
the district or general-ticket system, but retaining 
that portion requiring that the districts shall be of 
contiguous territory, sending one Representative, 
if the district system should be preferred. 

Mr. BAYARD said he would renew the motion 
which he submitted on yesterday, for filling. the 
blank in the bill, occasioned by swiking out the 
ratio «fixed by the House. He moved to fill the’ 
blank with 74,607; which, according to the appor- 
tionment tables, would give a House of 200 mem- 
bers, which he believed would be found the right 
number. It would give that, independent of the 
representation of fractions; a principle which had 
been adopted-on yesterday, but which he doubted 
very much would still prevail in the Senate; and 
he therefore made no calculation for an augment- 
ation of that number by a representation of frac. 
tions. í 

The CHAIR said the first thing in order would 
be on concurring with the. remaining amendments 
of the Judiciary Committee. These should be dis- 
posed of first. 

After some remarks by Messrs. WALKER, 
BAYARD, and KING, concurring with the Chair 
on the question of order; but suggesting that, by 
general coasent, the Senate would proceed to fill 
the biank and fix the ratio, the suggestion was ac- 
ceded to. 

Mr. ALLEN said it was manifest that there 
would be much waste of time and confusion, unless 
some order was adopted to dispose of the question 
on the various numbers which would be submitted. 
He hoped the course which was pursued in the 
House would be adopted; that is, that each. Sen- 
ator would send to the Chair the number with 
which he proposed to fill the blank; that they should 
ke set down in order, and take seniority by their 
number—-the Chair to put the question on the 
highest number first, and so on, till the ratio was 


fixed. 

“Mr. BAYARD said that would be in accordance 
with his desire and understanding of what would be 
the proper course. , 

Mr. WRIGHT, pursuant to this understanding, 
moved to fiil the blank in the bill wita 50,179— 
the number stricken out yesterday. i 

Mr. McROBERTS moved to fill the blank with 

0. 

Or WRIGHT said ihat he had been told that 
there was some doubt whether the motion to insert 
the same ratio which was stricken out on yester- 
day would be in order, He had supposed that 
the object in striking out, and leaving the blank, on 
yesterday, was to leave it in order to propose any 
number. Bat inasmuch as there was doubt, he 
would withdraw the number proposed, and move 
to fill the blank with 50,178. 
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+- By Mr. HENDERSON, with 59,513. 
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Farther propositions: to: fill the blank were. then’ 
made, as follows: ~.- By os i E 

By Mr. BAGBY, with 75,000. 

By Mr. BAYARD, with 74,607. 

By Mr: BUCHANAN, with 70,680.. | 
Mr. B. said he was the more ready to. vote for 
this number, which would give a House of about 
200 members; because it left the largest fraction to’ -; 
his own State. _ ` aay AS i 
- By. Mr. CRAFTS, with 62,172, : 
By. Mr. CRITTENDEN, with 70,000. 

- By Mr. EVANS, with 66,000. ; 
By. Mr. FULTON, with 74,391. 
By Mr. GRAHAM, with 65,500. 


By Mr. KERR, with 54,265, as 
By Mr. KING, with 69,000. : 
By Mr. McROBERTS, with 68,000.. 

~By Mr. MERRICK, with 72,354. 
By Mr. MILLER, with 62,000. 
By Mr. PORTER, with 53.010. 
By Mr. SEVIER, with 77,000. 
By Mr. STURGEON, with 61,474. 
* By Mr. TALLMADGE, with 62,279. 
By Mr. WALKER, with 49,594, 
By Mr. WHITE, with 76,000. 
By Mr. WILCOX, with 50,648. 
By. Mr. WILLIAMS, with 62,500. 
By Mr. WOODBRIDGE, with 70,755. 
By Mr. WOODBURY, with 56,746. 
By Mr. WRIGHT, with 50,178, 
By Mr. YOUNG, with 59,506, ; 
The question being first on the highest number, ! 

(77;000,) proposed by the Senator trom Arkansas, : 

{Mr. Savier,} he rose, ane advocated his proposi-; 

tion. He said, from an examination of the tables, ; 

he believed this number would give a House of: 

193, without any to represent fractions, But if the > 

fractions were represented, it would increase it to 

above 200. He had reason to believe that even a 

higher ratio would be preferable to the people, and 

more conducive to the interests of the country. He 1 i 

would be in favor even of a ratio exceeding the ji 

it would interfere with Delaware. The public sen- 
timent of the country was against any increase of 
the members in the popular branch, The effect of 
an increase would be to prolong the sessions, which 
were already too long, The people now looked 


| 


upon these long sessions as a nuisance, Yet they 
are still increasing, with the increasing disgust of 
the people. It was time to change it He was 


disposed to go for the highest ratio that could be 
vi Without interfering with the smallest 
tate. 

Ifthe Senate should adhere to the amendment 
adopted to represent fractions, thirteen States will 
receive an additional Represeniative, vader that 
system, by the ratio proposed, which will make a 
House of above 200 members. If a ratio “should 
be adopted creating a House of 300 members, no 
basiness at all would be transacted, He concluded 
by demanding the yeas and nays on the proposi« 
tion; which were ordered.. 

Mr. PRESTON concurred with the Senator from 
Arkansas, in giving a preference toa high ratio, so 
as to reduce the number.of ‘Representatives. He 
was in favor of the old notion, that the Repre- 
sentatives ought to be in the proportion of 
three to one. He was inclined to propose 92,000, 
which. would leave a fraction of only 82 000. 

A proper relation oughi to subsist between the 
two legislative branches of this Governmeni. The 
members of the other House had a direct interest 
in keeping up their numbers; but the Senate bad 

a further jnterest in preserving the equilibrium, aad 
In preserving ils own powers undiminished by an 
apparently overwhelming majority. It was a dif- 
ficult matter to stand up against the moral infu- 
eace of large majorities. Fie (Mr. P.) did not de. 
sire to see the House of Representatives so exclu- 
sively popular as to overlay the Senate. He would 
not bave our moral influence diminished 3 and he 
must be permitted to add, that large assemblages, 
liable to sudden impulses of caprice, were calcu- 


lated to operate upon the more mature and calm 


deliberations of ihe co-ordinate body when engaged 
inthe performance of its highest duty. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN said he would be glad to 


j they. could be arranged. 


: ; of the Government, 
population of the smallest State, if it were not (hat "H 


hear the list of numbers read, if they were all be- 
fore the Chait, Myo 
It was understood they would be read as soon as 


Mr. CALHOUN said, without discussing ` the 


question as-to any particular number, the first 
j thing they ought to consider was, whether they 
H should havea large or small number of Represent- 


atives? To take the question upon each number 
proposed, would be attended with considerable dif- 
ficulty. He (Mr. C.) cared nothing about frac- 
tions, but a great deal about the ratio. He thought 
that the expedient of enlarging. the House of Rep- 
resentatives, instead of increasing its weight and 
giving it respectability, would have a contrary 
tendency. Ai the time when that House consisted 
of not more than one hundred and forty members, 
it was as orderly as the Senate is at present in its le- 
gislative proceedings; and it wasthe opinion of the 
most intelligent men with whom he bad conversed 
upon this subject, that every increase of its numbers 
produced only a deterioration. Many persons, he 
was aware, entertained a different view of the 
matter; but it was his opinien that such persons 
labored under a profound error. By its increase, 
business must be protrac'ed, and the sessions drawn 
out to such an intolerable }ength as te be a reasona- 
ble cause of complaint. He believed the country 
would be unanimous upon this point; and, being 
of this opinion, he would be in favor of the larger 
ratio. He, (Mr. Catyoon,) as far as his own con- 
stituents were concerned, and his own individual 
preference, would prefer to have a small House, 
sooner than to secure to that State the smallest pos- 
sible fraction. He knew that many would say that 
a numerous House of Representatives would be 
more Democratic. He was of a directly opposite 
opinion. He believed it would have the effect of 
lessening the weight of that body, and bringing it 
into disrepute. He believed that every true friend 
of the people ought to watch vigilantly, and, if 
possible, prevent an undue extensicn of that branch 
Under these impressions, he 
would vate for the highest ratio. 

` Mr. WOODBURY propased the following rero- 


ji lation: 


Resolved, As the sense of the Senate, before filling the 
blank for a ratio, that it will adopt one which must increase 
the present number of the House of Representatives, 

He observed that this resolution had been sug- 
gested by the observations of the Senator from 
South Carolina.. Whether the vote should decide 
it is the affirmative or negative, the effect would be 
to define whether the Senate wished to adopt a ra- 
tio that would inerease or diminish the number of 
Repiesentatives. His object was merely to offer a 
iest of the sense of the Senate. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN was opposed to the consid- 
eration of this resolution. It would have no other 
tendency than to embarrass and clog the action of 
the Senate, without effecting any decisive result. 
it was quite useless to waste time on vague propo. 
sitions. Much better would it be to confine the 
attention of the Senate to each proposition in suc- 
cession, till the ratio best caleulated to accord with 
the wishes of a majority should be adopted. For 
his own part, he was in. favor of the bill 
as it came from the House—particalarly if 
the ratio should. be modified as Suggested by the 
Judiciary Committee of the Senate, making 
it 50,000, instead of 50,179. For many reasons, 
he was in favor of this ratio; among these, was one 
prominent reason,—he thought it most consonant to 
the ruling principle of our institutions that there 
should be the largest practicable representation of 
the popular wiil. But, independent of this and 
many other reasons, he thought no little weight 
was dae to the expression of preference for that 
ratio given by the immediate Representatives of 
the popular voiee themselves. He did not mean 
to say that the Senate eculd or should be 
controlied ia its own sphere of action; but that 


# ia a question of doubt, where decision was necessary, 


some weight was due to the expression of the Rep- 
resentatives themselves. given in favor of a ratio 
preferred by their majority. Here Mr. €. proceed- 
ed to review the organization of representation du- 
ting the last thirty years, with a view of showing 


that, if greater decorum and less excitement existed 


in the other House when its numbers were small, 
it was owing to circumstances, and not because of 
the numbers being. smaller than at present. He 
denied that the assumption was just, that there 
was such turbulence in the mode of condaet- 
ing business in the House now, as to lead to 
danger of disorganization. He believed the pres- 
ent House of Representatives consisted of the 
very worst number that could be selecled—toa 
many to ensure calmness and deliberation in. de- 
bate, and too few to ensure the full operation 
of that congregated mass of intellect which per- 
vades the people at large. He believed there would 
be a more vivid and efficient House, when the 
representation is large enough to reflect the senti- 
ment and will of every district in the country, both 
individually and collectively. It was said this 
would be giving too great 2 prepondeiance; and, 
at the same time, it issaid that nothing but disor- 
ganization and ineapacity for business must 
ensue. Both propositions cannot be true, for 
they are inconsistent with each other. As to 
the fear of that body obtaining too great an 
ascendency, there could be no objection in that, if 
the popular branch truly represented the popular 
will; and in no way could that be so fully attained 
as by an enlarged number of Representatives. 
There was, however, no danger of such an ascen- 
dency. The great danger and tendency of this Gov- 
ernment was towards Executive ascendency and 
domination. So great had this’tendency been, that 
there was now no means left of obtaining a due 
controlling power, but by a larger representation of 
the people, and by bringing into the legislative 
braneh, in which the popular will is immediately 
reflected, the overpowering and irresistible evidence 
of the popular wiil. 

-Itis feared this Senate may be overshadowed 
and controlled by the ascendeacy which an increase 
of numbers may give to the oiher branch. He 
denied that there could be any such effect pro- 
duced. The two branches were constituted to 
avert any rivalry er collision. There could not 
be even a competition between them, such as might 
arise in the departments of the executive branch. 
From their very nature of their constitution, they 
have a community of inierests and origin, which 
must neutralize all tendencies to disorganization— 
the necessary result of struggles for ascendency on 
the part of the ons or the other. 

Mr. ALLEN was of opinion that the ratio most 
agreeable to the people would be about 60,070. 
Had the House proposed that number, he would 
most. cheerfully have concurred. A question had 
been raised about the number of which the House 
ought to consist. The Senator from South Caro- 
lina thinks the present number ought to be greatly 
diminished. This was, as he understood it, in 
consequence of the assumed proposition that the 
present House of Representatives was turbu- 
lent, and incapable of transacting business. If 
that fact did exist to the extent supposed, it 
was a circumstance growing out of the character 
of the times, and the state of public sentiment. 
That House was essentially the reflection of the 
Republic iiself. If it was turbulent, it was be- 
cause party excitements had made turbulence per- 
vade the community. When excitements abroad 
shall subside, the House will assume the same 
tone of quietude, He, however, considered the 
fault Was in the structure of the hall, more than in 
the disposition of the members. It is impossible to 
hear distinctly what is said from one side of that 
hall io the other: this occasions a necessity for ex- 
Panations, which lead to personal collisions. Select 
a chamber of a different form, calculated for busi- 
ness more than for show, and a different result 
would be produced. 

He was in favor of a medium ratio of 60,000. 
A mass representation is requisite to control and 
counteract the tendency of this Government to 
centralization. 

The tendency was to concentrate power in the 
hands of ten men—the Executive and Judiciary. 
This tendency, if aided by the Senate, would give 


the controlling power of the G t 
men, with half the aon, This aes 


a formidable centralization, To counteract this 


. Yast influence, the people had nothing to oppose. 


This was - 


è 


but the Representatives. A ratioof 50,000 in every 
Congressional distriet would give to each 10,000 
voters. 


Mr. A. went at large into the principles of repre- 


sentation, with a view of showing the necessity 
which exists for the constituents of a Representa- 
tive to have a fireside acquaintance with him. 
He thought the basis of representation in the other 
House. ought to be broad and deep in the hearts of 
the people. . If narrowed down to a small number, 
their Representatives might be found not debating 
in open day the good of the country, but shut up 
in some cellar whispering the will of the Execu- 
tive. He then alluded to the objection urged 


against anumerous representative body—ihat there - 


would be turbulence and delay in the public busi. 
ness in consequence of the increased number of 
speakers. He argued that this objection was ill 
founded, pointed out the practicability cf maintain- 
ing order in such a body, and illustrated his 
arguments by a reference to the practice of the Ro- 
mar Senate, maintained throughout four centuries 
—a body consisting of an average number ex- 
ceeding five hundred. He was struek with a pas- 
sage in one of Cicero's letters to bis friends, in which 
he mentioned the way in which a useles speaker was 
restrained from wasting the public time: it was by 


shuffling of feet, coughing, and noises, similar tothe | 


mode resorted to in the British Parliament to effect 
the same object, at the present day. This was are- 
markable coincidence in the practice of two popular 
bodies with an interval of nearly twenty centuries. 
He then adverted to the remarks of Seaators rela- 
tive to the complaints of the people as to the con- 
duct cf their Representatives. Ele liked to hear 
the voice of the people felt even im disapprobation, 
sooner than not hear itat all. 

He had heard objections urged to the mass of 
Congressional speeches with which the country 
was flooded. Ee approved of ihis abundance of 
knowledge fluwing upon the public mind. It 
formed the great book of the political informa- 
tion of the people. He had often discover- 
ed, in riding round the country, that the far- 
‘mers knew more about what was said and 
done in Congress than he did himself, except with 
regard to the Senate, with which he was more im- 
mediately connected. He was gledto know that 
the people were talking about Congress. If the 
people were to withdraw their observation from 
Congress, the corruption of the Government would 
be progressive and sure. He differed from the Sen- 
ator from South Carolina, who thought the power 
of the Senate, rather than that of the Flouse, re- 
quired augmentation. He thought the Senate had 
enough of superiority over the Fouse of Repre- 
sentatives. It bad its veto over all the action of 
the House, while it had equal powers in every 
thing, except that of impeachment, and that of ori- 
ginaling revenue bills; while, on oiher subjects, it 
had powe's not possessed by the House—such as 
its control of Executive action. It had the power 
of patronage, for he contended that the power io 
reject nominations was tantamount to the power of 
appointment. 

He was not the man to vote fer curtailing the 
only safeguard of the people. ‘Fo pass judgment 
on the House, because of alleged turbulence, con- 
fined to some half-dezen members, would be to 
condemn the Representatives of the peopie for 
being what their constituents desire thera to be; or, 
if they are not what they wish, they can change 
them when they please, on their return to thera for 
re-election. He believed the insinuations ibrowa 
out agaisst the oiher House were dangerous in 
their tendency, because caleulated to excite public 
opinion against the popular representation, their 
only security. 

Mr. SEVIER supposed every Senator had made 
up his mind whether he would go for a high or 
low ratio, when he proposed that of 77,060. He 
little expected that his proposition would excite 
two such speeches as the Senate had just heard 
from the Senators from Kentucky and from Ohio. 
He had not said one word about the turbulence of 
the House of Representatives. If the subject was 
called up at all, it was by the Senators themselves. 
Disorders of the House being the consequence of the 
form and size of the building, was mere leather and 
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prunella. Any man disposed io speak deliberately. 
and properly, can be heard in that House as well 
as elsewhere. Why was it that the House, at this 
session and last, had been compelled to resort to 
their one-hour rules, and mctions to close debates 
on given days, and motions to reconsider immedi- 
ately afier the passage of. a measure, bat because 
the House was too numerous? There was no cure 
for all-the evils now complained of; but to reduce the 
number to that which past experience has shown 
was most capable of conducting the business of 
legislation well. He referred to his own experi- 
ence of the House of Representatives in the admin- 
istration of Mr. John Quincey Adams. 

He was the last man in this body to strike a blow 
at popular righs. It was his love cf popular 
rights which had given him a seat ia this body. 
The great evil was, that the responsibility of indi- 
viduals was destroyed by the increase of numbers. 
It waseasy to be seen that disorder was the conse- 
qaence of this want of responsibility. Much had 
been said about the increasing power of the Execu- 
tive. Where was this great ¢entralization of power 
in the hands of the Executive tole found? Was 
it in Congress? In the House of Representatives 
the Executive bad only a corporals guard of six 
members. In the Senate it was still worse, for he 
had no friends in that body at all. It was enough 
to ensure the rejection of his nominations, if they 
were kaown or suspected to be Tyler men. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN rose to a point or order. 
Ii was as to the Senator’s allusion to the rejection 
of nominations io executive session being on the 
grounds of the appointees being Tyler men. 

Mr. SEVIER recalled any thing he had said out of 
order. He had merely alluded to the fact, to show 
how little power or influence the President had in 


of individuals being destroyed. 

Bir. BUCHANAN did not expect, when he came 
to the Senate this morning, that he would feei call- 
ed upon to say a word. Bat a discussion had 
arisen which seemed to require that he should ex» 
press his sentiments. He was free to admit that 
he was not in favor of eithera very large or very 
small ratio. He would prefer, to all others, that 
ratio which should give the most appropriate rep- 
resentation of the popular bedy. When he first 
came into Congress, the number of Representatives 
consisted of 183. The next apportionment was 
212, being an increase of 14 percent. Tue next 
was 242; an increase of between 16 and 17 per 
cent. The proposition now is to increase the num- 
ber to 319, being an addition at the rate of 32 per 
eent, Pursuing this ratio of doubling the per cen- 
tum of increase every ten years, in 1852 the num- 
ber would be 543: and so it would go on till the 
Representatives would amount to some thou- 
sands. 

He referred to the assertion of the Senator from 
Kentucky, that the present number of 242 was the 
worst possible number, being either too large or 
too small. He then slated his experience of what 
he had seen in the House of Commons in England, 
consisting of 658 members. Tle was present on an 
occasion when a question was peading which 
called for a full house; and he observed that every 
man who stood up to speek in opposition to the 
ministry, was either coughed down, stuffed down, 
or applauded down. A cry of “hear, hear,” was 
kent up, until the speaker evuld not be heard at 
ali. The consequence of this was, that, in the 
transaction of business, some forty or fifty mem- 
bers managed it all. These were controlled by the 
ministry; and if they could not, they summoned 
the mass to put down oppositicn. 

He hed nothing io say against the present House 
of Representatives. He believed 242 men could 
not be selected who would do better than they cid. 

When he was a member, there was scarecly any 
necessity for calling the House; but new, the inev- 
jtable result of so numerous a body as 242 is, that 
a whole sitting may be consumed in calis of the 
House and calls of the yeas and nays. 

His own opinion was, that a proper number 
now would be 200. At the end,of the next ten 
years, let the increase be according to a certain per 


this body. 
He again contended that the great evil was in 
the Hlonse being too large, and the responsibility 


cenium; and when the population shall be double 


what it is, there may be a House of 300.°° He: 
thought 200 would be large enough. to. repre- 


sent all the districts, and not tod large -to transs: 
act the business of the country. He desired to have ` 


a: House so large that the political influence of the... 


Executive could not corrupt it. He wished to see 


a House so small that its members would transact © - 
the business of the country with industry and des- 


patch. In this way the benefit of short sessions 
might be attained. 

He wished to regulate the subject by this princi“ 
ple: What is the number that will best-suit the 


wishes of the people, and that will transact the - 


business best and most expedi‘iouly? He. wotld 
not go for the highest nor the lowest; but, taking 200 
members as the best number, he wouid vote for 
the ratio which would give that result. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN concurred with the Sena- 
tor from Pennsylvania that the chcice ought to be 
that number which wiil best’ effect the objects of 


meeting the wishes of the people, and of besttrans- 


acting the business of the country. : 


But he believed it had now become necessary to - 


make the House of. Representatives vigorous, ‘ens 
ergetic, and useful. It was his belief that, by in- 
creasing its numbers, new bonds of connexion 
would be created between the people andthe Gov- 
ernment. He admitted there was a number be- 
yond which no deliberative body could convenient- 
ly be carried: there were natural limits, However 
rapidly the number might be increased, there must 
bea limit. Five or six hundred was the largest 
number of a deliberative body now known. It was 
said that the Efouse of Commons was not a deliber- 
ative body. Batits great efficiency in raising up 
the mightiest power oa the earta—in enforcing pop- 
ular rights, and controlling its monarchs and nó- 
bles—showed that it was a deliberative body of 


great moral and practical influence—~an influence : 


not only sufficient to control, but to. convert to its 
will, all other branches antagonist to popularrights, 
The Senator from Pennsylvania had given an 


instance of wuat he had personally witneszed in the 


House of Commons. It reminded him of a trav- 
eller who had met a Kentuckian with one eye; and 


in his account of his travels, he set down all Ken- 


tuckians as a race of one-eyed people, 


fn allesion to what had been said by the Senator ` 


from Arkansas, in which he understcod the Senator 
to make use of the word “mob”-— 

Mr. SEVIER interposed, and explained that his 
allusion was not to character, but to the great. 
number. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN observed that the term 
“mob” was equally applicable to 50, as to 242 
members, if the 50 conducted themselves disor- 
derly. Hehad not put any unkind construction 
on the Senator’s use of the term, He had treated 
it as if applied to the effect—that it would be as 
bad as that of the disorder of a mob, That was 
the sense in which he understood it. 

In reference to the Senators assertion that it 
was sufficient fora man to be known and held up 
as a Tyler man to insure his rejection by the Sen- 
ate when his nomination came before it, he would 
say that he had cailed the Senator to order on this 
statement, because he wassure it was only in the heat 
of debaie he overlooked the impropriety of aliu- 
ding to such matters. ` But he denied that in secret 
cession any member of this body had ever made 
any such declaration as that he was for rejecting 
nominations because men were or were not Tyler 


men. 

Mr. SEVIER observed. that there were two 
points referred tc by the Senator, which it seemed 
necessary he should explain—his use of the word 
“mob,” and bis reference to the power of the Presi. 
dent being overshadowed by Congress. Ia the 
first case, he bad used the term “mob” in reference 
to number, and not character. As to his allusion to 
the fact, that it was enough.to insure the rejection 
of a nominee to know that he was a Tyler man, 
or friend of the President; he had made the alla- 
sion as an illustration im argument, and, perhaps, 
in the heat of debate, without thinking of the con- 
struction which might be given to it. He would 
recall the illustration. He felt the delicacy and 
difficulty of arguing the matter with the Senator 


entucky, who.had perhaps himself not been 


m A i 
exacily. within the precise limits of order, in at- 


templing to. refute the assertion. 


He would, for the present, withdraw his motion 


to fill the blank with 77,000. l , 

Mr. SMITH. of Connecticut was in favor of 
giving as large a, number of Representatives as 
best comported with the wants of the population. 
He.thought, therefore, the namber ought to bein- 
creased now; and he did not think that. proposed 
by the House itself too large. He would rather 
see the number 300 than 200. : 

Mr. CALHOUN observed that he concurred 
with one remark of the Senatorfrom Pennsylvania— 
thatyas the numberof the members of. the House 
increased, the influence of the Senate increased. 
It was now a common thing for bills to originate 
in the Senate, which used formerly to originate in 
the House, ` 

He- entered into a history of the increase of 
members in the other House during the last 30 
years. In 1812 the number of members consisted 
of about 140. At that time the previous question 
was first introducec. He believed whole sessions 
passed without the previous question being called; 
and that, during-a period of war. As the numbers 
have increased, rules and restrictions have in- 
creased; but irregularities have far outstripped all 
rules and regulations. In 30 years the increase 
had gone on till the number grew from 140 to 240. 
Every. addition lnereased the evils. Power is 
stretched; in the same ratio’ as number of repre- 
sentatives, business, Jelay, and consumption of 

time are increased. .This is the necessary conses 
quence of the multiplication of members. The result 
of such an increase of members as that now pro- 
posed would be, to make the sessions of Congress 
continuous. There would be hardly time given to 
go. home and return, 

There wasa great difference between the House 
of Representatives anda British House of Com- 
mons. The term of election for the House of 
Representatives is two years. When a new Con- 
gress meets, every man has to be heard till he finds 
his level. The two years ace hardly expired till 
the level of each has been ascertained, and more 
order is the result. Not so with the House of 
Commons: for its members are elected for seven 
years. The circumstances are different. Gentle- 
men talk of the British representation being up- 
wards of six hundred: but is not that the entire 
representation of Great Britain, both municipal 
and national? What is the municipal and ration- 
al representation of the United States? He had 
made no calculation, but he was sure it could not 
fall short of five thousand—the largesi representa- 
tion on the face of the earth. There was an ag- 

~ gregate of five thousand Representatives assem- 
bled in delibefation for nearly three months of ev- 
ery year, i 

He thought the best plan would be for the Sen- 
ate to fix the largest number; and let a Committee 
of Conference adjust the matter between the two 
Houses. 

Mr. WOODBURY did not rise to press his reso- 
lution, or advance any arguments upon this subject, 
bat to say a few words in relation to his own per- 
sonal observation of the working of a large repre- 
sentative body. He had witnessed the effects of a 
large representative body in the State of Massachu- 
setts, where the House consisted of more than 700. 
He had never seen a more orderly body, er one in 
which business was more methodically and expedi- 
tiously performed. 

His objection to a House of Representatives of 
two hundred members only, was, if for no other 
reason, that it was going back from the practice of 
the Government, which had been to increase the 

number of Representatives in proportion to the in- 
crease of population. In order to conforra to this 
practice, but not exceed it, he was in favor of 
56,000 as the ratio, which would give an increase 
of Representatives at a rate per cent. not quite so 
large as the last rate of increase. 


Ifthe. sessions. of Congress had increased in 
dength,and more time was consumed, it was be- 
canse business had greatly increased, and new and 

topics had of -late years been introduced— 


' extitin 


o 


t. 
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such as the distribution of the public lands, proiec- 
tive duties, tariff, &e 

. Mr. CALHOUN replied to the Senator from 
New Hampshire, and argued that there were great 
and exciling topics before Congress when the num- 
ber was small, and the despatch of business great. 


' There was the war, &c. The great evil of the 


country was the increase of business. | 

Mi. PRESTON produced his table of calcula- 
tions, and explained it in detail, on the ratio of 
92,000; which would leave as small a fraction as 
any other ratio, and leave. the lightest portion of 
the aggregate fraction on the slaveholding States, 
and the larger portion on the free States: It would 
give a number of Representatives best calculated 


` to perform the regulated duties of a well-organized 


body. The great point to hit is, to make that 
House so numerous as not to be an oligarchy, and 
not so numerous as to be incapable of performing 
its duties. d 5 

He referred to the argument of the Senator from 
Ksntucky, as to the good effects which had resulted 
from the organization of the British House of 
Commons. It was a peculiarity of that body that 
forty members composed a quorum. The ordina- 
ry business was performed by that quorum, far- 
nished with the reports of committees; and at the 
eall of the Speaker an inconceivable amount of 
business was performed. It was only .on great 
leading political questions that the whole body as- 
sembled. Here, while the House of Representa- 
tives has consisted of two hundred and forty-two 
members, one hundred and twenty-three must meet 
to form a quorum. There was, therefore, a great 
difference between the House of Commons and the 
House of Representatives. It was a principle as- 
serted by Montesquieu, upwards of 100 years 
ago, that when popular bodies are extended beyond 
certain bounds, the weight of the whole of their du- 
ties was thrown into the hands of a chosen few of 
each body. 

What was wanted in Congress was, that the 
people of each State shouid be represented in pro- 
porticn to their interest in the General Government; 
but if the principle is carried so far as to divert the 
entire interest of representation towards Congress, 
the greatest danger of consolidation and central- 
ization raust be the result. Besides, he considered 
there was great danger of the immediate preserva- 
live of the small States—the Senate—being over- 
shadowed by the other branches;.the House and 
the Executive, being both elected by the same con- 
stituency, would have naturally a tendeney to con- 
solidation against the controlling power, the Senate, 

Cn the whole he was satisfied that the best se- 
lection that could be made, would be that which 
would yield about one hundred and fifty members. 
His ratio would yield one hundred and seventy- 
five. 

Mr. MANGUM moved an adjournment, which 
was agreed to; and the Senate, at five o’clock, ad- 
journed. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tausspay, May 26, 1842. 

Mr. LOWELL presented the memorial of Sam- 
uel M. Pond, John N. Swasey, Sewall Lake, and 
Henry Darling, a commitlėe- appointed by the citi- 
zens of Bucksport and adjacent towns in Maine, 
praying Congress to make such provision in the 
revenue bill now pending as will check the intro» 
duction of wood, spars, &c., from the British prov- 
iaces of New Branswick and Nova Scotia, and 
secure an additional revenue to the Government; 
also, the proceedings of a meeting of the citizens 
of Bucksport and Orland, Maine, on the 12th of 
May, 1842, in relation to the depressed state of our 
coasting trade, and some of the principal branches 
of industry connected therewith; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee of Ways and Means, 

Mr. J. IRVEN presented the proceedings of a 
large and respectable meeting of the citizens of 
Centre county, Pennsylvania, held at Bellefonte, 
on the 234 day of April, 1842, without respect to 
party, in favor of home industry, and Stating that 
the depressed state of the agricultural, manufac- 
turing, and commercial interests of the country 
requires Congress to adopt, without delay, such 
measures as will restore confidence in business, and 


mitigate the sufferings of the people. They also’ 
state that no country can prosper, which neglects 
or refuses to protect itsown products, its own la- 
bor, and its own industry; that the protection of 
domestic industry and labor is no party question; 
for every man, of every party, feels there is some- 
thing wrong in our policy; and that, while they 
ask Congress to pass laws for the protection of 
American industry, against foreign competition 
and foreign policy, they, as individuals, will en- 
courage home-labor by employing and purchasing 
from our mechanics, and by using and wearing do- 
mestic goods and American manufactures. 

Also, three memorials, numerously signed by 
citizens of Huntingdon county, Pennsylvania, 
praying Congress to pass such laws as would suse 
tain the various interests of the productive labor of 
this country against similar interests in Europe, 
where those who labor are barely able, and in 
many cases unable, to earn enough to keep them- 
selves and families from starving. 

Also, one from citizens of Northumberland 
county, Pennsylvania, of the same import. 

Also, one from citizens of Centre couaty, on the 
same subject, 

Also, one from citizens of Union county, Penn- 
sylvania, on the same subject. ; 

Mr. LEVY offered the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to report 
to this House all correspondence between the Present. eom- 
manding officer of the United States army in Florida and the 
Department of War; and all orders which have been issued 
from said department, in relation to the Indian hostilities, 

And be it further resolved, That, in the opinion of this 
House, there ought to be no cessation of hostilities against the. 
Seminoles in Florida, until the whole of said Indians shall have. 
been effectually subdued. 


Mr. FILLMORE foresaw that a resolution of 
that kind could not be passed without considera- 
ble discussion; and he therefore moved that the: 
House proceed to the orders of the day. 

Mr. LEVY, to obviate any objections, said he 
would withdraw the latter part of the resolution, 
relative to the termination of the Florida war. The 
first part of the resolution calling for information, 
he hoped, would not be objected to. Mr. L. said 
that he had received a letter, which he would ask 
the Clerk to read for the information of the House, 
to show ibe importance of the inquiry he wished 
to make. It contained the information, that on the 
very day he had the honor of addressing the 
House on the message of the President which 
stated that the war had terminated, a tragedy was 
enacted in Florida, by the murder of a whole 
family. 

The letter was then read. 

Mr. LEVY was proceeding to make some fur- 
ther remarks; when he was called to order by 
Mr. YORKE, who objected to the reception of the 
resoultion. 

Mr. McKAY hoped the gentleman would con- 
fine the resolution to the firstof January last; which 
having been assented to by Mr. Levy, and the res- 
olution modified accordingly 

Mr. YORKE withdrew his objections, and the 
resolution was adopted. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the House would 
proceed to the orders of the day. 

Mr. CUSHING suggested, as the call on the 
committees for reports had not been gone through 
with yesterday, tha: the other committees be allowed 
to make their reports. 

This suggestion having met with unanimous con- 
sent, the following reports were made: : 

Mr. C. A. FLOYD, from the Committee on the 
Territories, made a report on the petition of the 
mayor and council of St. Augustine, accompanied 
by a bill making an appropriation for filling up 
the ground in the rear of the seawall at that place: 
read twice, and referred, 

Mr. GARRETT DAVIS, from the same com- 
mittee to which several memorials on the subject 
had been referred, made a report, accompanied by 
a bill to establish a provisional line between the 
Territory of Iowa and the State of Missouri: read 
twice, referred, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HAYS, from the same committee, reported 
a bill to provide for the completion of the peniten- 
etd n the Territory of Iowa: read twice and re- 

tred. 


Mr. BABCOCK, from the Committee on Reva- 


lutionary Pénsions, fhoved that said committee be 
discharged from’ the further consideration of the 
petition of sundry citizens of Livingston county, 
New York, praying for an alteration of the pension 
system, and that it be referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the Union ; which 
motion was agreed to. 

. Mr. TALIAFERRO, from the same committee, 
to which the petitions of Elizabeth Harris -and the 
children of Captain Robert Layton had been re- 
ferred, reported bills for their relief; which were 
severally read twice and referred. 

On motion by Mr. TALIAFERRO, the same 
committee was discharged from the further consid- 
eration of the petitions of Christiana McClure and 
Mary Eve Carney. : 

Mr. FORNANCE, from the same committee, to 
which had been referred the petitions of Mary El- 
der, Maria M. Brooks, Anna Jones, Prudence 
Couch, and the widow of Captain William Roy- 
all, deceased, reported bills for their relief; which 
were severally read twice and referred. 

Mr. CALVARY MORRIS, from the Commit- 
tee on Invalid Pensions, to which the- petition of 
Asa Davis had been referred, reported a bid for 
his relief: ‘read twice and referred. 

On motion by Mr. MORRIS, the same commit- 
tee was discharged from the turther consideration 
of the petitions of Jane Edster, Jane Moore, Luther 
Gregory, and Francis Griffith. ; 

Mr. DOANE, from the same committee, to 
which had been referred the memorials of Samuel 
Neely, David Akreson, Solomon Emerson, and 
James Sweetman, made reports thereon, accom- 
panied by bills for their relief; which were sever- 
ally read twice and referred. 

Mr. SANFORD, from the same committee, to 
which had been referréd the petition of Lyman N. 
Cook, made a report thereon, accompanied by a 
pill for his relief; which was read twice and re- 
ferred. 

Mr. SANFORD, from the same committee, 
made an adverse report on the petition of Silas 
Fuller. 

Mr. AYCRIGG, from the same committee, to 
which had been referred the petitions of Gideon A. 
Perry, Francis F. Wiley, and James Slick, made 
reports thereon, accompanied by bills for their re- 
lief; which were severally read twice and referred. 


Mr. AYCRIGG, from the same commitiee, made 
unfavorable reports on the petitions of Jonathan P. 
Horten, Eleanor Calkers, Thomas Carpenter, Rob- 
ert Nullyan, H. Bigelow, James Ivory, Jacob 
Wurter, James Newland, Eliakim W. Hutchings, 
William G. Waller, and Gardner Herron. 

Mr. STRATTON, from the same committee, to 
which had been referred the petition of George 
‘Waddell, made a report thereon, accompanied by 
a bill for his relief; which was twice read and te- 
ferred. 

Mr. GILMER, from the Select Committee on 
Retrenchment, to which had been referred several 
petitions from citizens of New York and Ohio, 
praying for the reduction of the pay and mileage of 
members of Congress, for the abolishment of the 
franking privilege, except during the sessions of 
Congress, for the enforcement of the rales on all 
questions of censure, and expulsion of members 
who indulge in personalities in debate, made a re- 
port thereon, referring the House to the views of 
the committee on the above subjects heretofore 
submitted, and asking to be discharged from the 
further consideration thereof: agreed to. . 

Mr. HALL, from the select committee appoint- 
ed on the memorial of William Wright, in relation 
to certain alleged frauds connected with the Com- 
monwealth Bank of Boston, made a report thereon, 
concluding with a resolution that the commitiee 
have leave to proceed to Boston to investigate the 
affair on the spot; and that they have power to 
send for persons and papers, and to appoint a 
clerk. ‘Mr. H. then moved that the resolution be 
considered at this time. SO 

Mr. HOPKINS objected to considering it out of 
its order. A 

Mr. HALL moved a suspension of the rules for 
the purpose of taking it up. 

Mr. PROFFIT called for the yeas and nays on 
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the motion; which, havi: g been ordered, resulied ` 


in yeas 128, nays 43. . 

So the resolution was taken up for consideration. 

Mr. PROFFIT’ suggested to the gentleman from 
Vermont {Mr. Hatt] to withdraw that part of the 
resolution givitig the committee power to proczed 
to Boston. He believed that all-the necessary in- 
formation could be got by a commission, as well 
as if the committee went there; and in this way- 
a considerable expense would be saved. Gen- 
tlemen of all parties were interested in making 
investigations into all alleged abuses, no matter 
under what Administration they were said to occur; 
and as to this peculiar. case, he believed that the 
resolution would be adopted by almost a unani- 
mous vote, if the part he referred to were stricken 
out, ` 

Mr. HALL replied, that the committee had al- 
ready obtained all the information that could be 
procured in this city; and they were unanimously 
of the opinion that a thorough investigation, which 
was highly important, could not be made without 
their proceeding to Boston, and taking depositions 
in person. It would be necessary to examine some 
thirty or forty witnesses. : 

Mr. ADAMS observed, that this proposition 
grew out of a memorial from a gentleman of Bos- 
ton, named Wright, who was -perfectly well ac- 
quainted with all the circumstances connected with 
the transaction. ‘The facts were these: The Com- 
monwealth Bank of Boston, while it held deposites 
of the Government to the amount of $160,000 or 
$170,000, failed, and then made a composition 
with the Government, by which the debt was 
sponged for property which said Wright cbserved 
was not worth $10,000. > 

Mr. A. referred to a former examination of the 
subject by a, committee, of which Governor Lin- 
coln and Mr. Bond of Ohio—then members of the 
House—were members. That committee, he 
said, reported a similar resolution; but the then ma- 
jority of the House was not as much disposed to 
ferret ont abuses as the present one. If the House 
possessed as much information on the subject as 
these two commitiees, he did not believe they would 
hesitate to pass the resolution. . 

Mr. SAUNDERS knew very little of the trans: 
action, but what he learned from thatreport, From 
that he learned that the United States had a de- 
posite in the bank referred to. of $160,000 when it 
failed; and that the district attorney, who represent- 
ed the United States, took land for the debt, at the 
valuation of appraisers appointed for that purpose. 
It was alleged that there was a collusion between 
the district attorney and the persons who valued 
the land, by which it was estimated ata price far 
too high; but he learned further, that there was not 
the slightest prospect of ever recovering a dollar 
more. Now, he did not know, in reference to a 
remark of the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
whether there was a disposition on the part of the 
former House of Representatives io probe matters 
of that kind to the bottom, but he well knew that 
he himself was willing todosc. That, however, 
was not the question. The question was, whether 
the House would send a committee all the way to 
Boston to investigate the matter. The committee 
had given the House no sufficient reason why all 
the desired testimony could not be procured by a 
commission to take depositions, Why had not 
this Mr. Wright brosght forward his testimony, 
and lei those implicated answer to i? Uat the 
gentleman from Vermoat could show that sufficient 
testimony could not be broeght here, he was not 
disposed to encounter the expense of sending a 
commitiee to Boston. With regard to the valna- 
tion of the land, the Judiciary Committee had ob- 
tained sufficient evidence; and why could not the 
select committee obtain it as well? Believing the 
power to go to Boston to be perfectly useless, and 
that the power to send for persons and papers was 
ail-sufficient, he begged leave to offer the following 
amendment: 

Whe amendment simply strikes out that part of 


. the resolution authorizing the committee to proceed 


to Boston and to empioy a clerk; and after the 
words ‘send for persons and papers,” to Insert the 
words “orto take depositions of witnesses, as to 
them may seem most expedient.” 


Mr. CHARLES BROWN expressed the hope 
that the investigation would Be made: ‘He would ` 
always rather have facts brought out than insinu- 


. ations; but he trusted the-House’ would «not, in 


passing this resolution, do more’ wrong than‘that 
-allegéd: in the report. The first question. to bècon- 
sidered was, had the property been over-valued ? 

Thatcould be ascertained here, by depositions,’ as“ 
well as by the. comimittee’s going to Boston; ‘and 

therefore there was no use im their spending three 

weeks at that ‘city, examining 30 or 40 witnesses, 

(as the gentleman from Vermont said,) ta obtain 

information that could be obtained here. The best 

plan, in his opinion, would be to let the district at- 

torney take the depositions touching the pcints the 

committee would Instruct him on; and then, if they 

had not sufficient testimony, it would be time to 

send a committe to Boston. 

Mr. VAN BUREN, after explaining the facts of 
the case, made a few remarks in favor of the reso- 
lution, expressing ‘the opinion that a’sufficient in« 
vestigation could not be made without taking ‘the 
course pointed outin it. He was of opinion that 
the expense of taking so many depositions, under.a 
commission, would be as great as that incurred by 
sending on a committee. s 

Mr. BOWNE expressed his regret that the prin- 
ciple contained in this resolution, of sending a 
travelling committee through the country to inves- 
tigate abuses, should have found favor in any part 
of the House. He was aware that it would be 
very convenient and very agreeable to many gen- ° 
tlemen on that floor to be relieved from the duties 
of the House at the present period of the session, 
and to take a pleasant trip to Boston, receiving 
their per diem and travelling expenses; and he had 
no doubt that their health would be greatly im- 
proved by it; but he questioned the propriety of the 
proposition. He put it to the good sense of the 
House, whether it was possible, by a personal ata 


| tendance of this committee in the city of Boston; 


to get al the facts in a ‘more authentic form than 
they could get them through a commission to take 
testimony. He would ask the committee whether 
they would undertake to examine witnesses now in 
this city? He understood that an honorable Sena- 
tor, now in this city, was coucsel in the case, and 
knew all abont the matter; and that he stated in 
his place in the Senate, the other day, that the trans- 
action was fair and honorable. The committee 
might have got at this fact; and, if they had, they 
would not have asked of the House that they might 
leave their seats and go through the country to 
ferret out abuses. =A ne 

Mr. HALL asked leave to explain. The com- 
mittee were unanimously of the opinion that the 
ease required a thorough investigation; and that 
that could not be made, without going to Boston. 
The statement made by the honorable Senator, re- 
ferred to by the gentleman from New York, was 
made by him as attorney for the parties impli- 
cated. 

Mr. BOWNE said it ‘might be that the matter 
required a furiher investigation. But he would 
ask, why could it not be made by a cemmission, 
as well as by a personal attendance of a committee 
in Boston? Tiis would require but a compara- 
tively smal! expense; while the expense of sending 
a committee to Boston, including travelling ex- 
penses, pay of a clerk, &c., would probably come 
to some eight or ten thousand dollars. Where, 
now, was all the zeal for economy, of which they 
had but lately heard so much? Where that rage 
for retrenchment, that was witnessed in reducing 
the pages and messengcrs, and in cutting down the 
army and navy? Patriotism was but Jately boil- 
ing over; and yet gentlemen now wanted to send 
abroad a travelling committee, with its ¢lerk, to 
ferret out abuses, and collect testimony, which 
could be procured in this city at the cost of a few 
hundred dollars. ; 

Mr. HOPKINS did not rise for the purpose of 
making any’geueral opposition to this resolution; 
he was opposed to it only so far as it contemplated 
sending a committee to Boston, and the employ- 
ment of a clerk. He had voted uniformly forin- 
vestigations into alleged abuses, and would vote 
in lixe manner now. The question, however, was 
a very simple one, and that could as well be ins 


. gommittee by the-remark,).by taking depositions, 
< as by sending. them to Boston. What. were the 
. facts?. “There was no dispute. about the indebied- 
. ness of the: Commonwealth Bank. of Boston, nor 
~ Ahat property Was- taken as a composition for the 
2 debt. It was alleged, however, that there was a 
combination of individuals by. which the. property 
„Was overvalued, and the Government by this means 

defrauded. Suppose: that was true. Would the 

. committee. direct the district attorney to. bring suits 
«for the purpose. of recovering back the difference? 

‘Would the committee, indeed, bave the power to do 

so? Itappeared to him.that the only irue way to get 
atthe matter. would be for the district atrorney, 

who was the law-officer of the Government, to take 
testimony on the subject; and, if he has gcod rea- 
son to believe that there has been fraud, to insti- 
tute a suit against the parties. All the facts would 
then come out, and the whole question of fraud 
would be settled.. If there hed been frand, it could 
only be-.ascertained (for any practical purpose) by 

a suit. He did not pretend tosay who was respon- 

sible for the loss the Government hed sustained. 

Somebody certainly was, and suit ought to have 

been instituted long ago. It might be instituted 

now; and it would be the best way to ascertain 
whether fraud had been committed. He should 
haye preferred an amendment directing the inquiry 
to be made by the district attorney. He,was op- 
posed to sending. a committee to Bosten, as it 

_. would be attended with considerable expense, with- 
out accomplishing any practical good. So far as 
. „he had learned, the whole matter was at an end. 
ci The Government had sustained à loss; and, unless 

jt could make out the whole case of fraud, the rem- 

edy was gone. 

Mr. H. concluded by saying he was in favor of 
making the inquiry in any form. He would not 
Oppose il, but would aid it in any way but insendin 
a committee to Boston, 

After some remarks from Mr. SALTONSTALL 
in favor of the resolu:ion— 

Mr. YORKE called for the previous question; 
which wat seconded, and the main question order- 
ed; when 

Mr. ADAMS ca'led for the yeas and nays on 
the main question on Me. Ssunpuns's amendment; 
which were ordered; and, on taking them, resulted 
in. yeas 96, nays 80, as fallows: 

YEAS—Measrs. Atherton, Barton, Bidlack, Black, Rowne, 
Boyd, Brewster, A.V. Brown, Milton Brows, Charles Brown, 
Burke, Wm, Budeg Wiliam O. Butler, Green V Caldwell, 
Patrick ©. Caldwell, Join Campbell, Carathers, Cusey, Cha p 
man, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Cravens, Cross, Daniel, Richard 
D. Davis, Dean, Deberry, Doan, Doig, Basiman, Egbert, 
Ferris, Mesronden, John G° Ployd, Charles A. Pluyd, Fornance, 
Thomas I", Poster, Gerry, Giddings, Gilmer, Goggin, Win.g0. 
Goode, Gwin Habersham, Harris, Jno. Hastings, ays, Holnies, 
Hopkins, Mfouck, Houston, Hubard, Linnter, James Irvin, 

Wm. W. Irwin, Cave Johnson, John W., Jones, Lewis, Little- 
field, Leweli, Abraham McClellan, McKay. McKeon, Mal- 
lory, Mathiot, Mathews, Medill, Mitler, Mitchell, Morris, New- 
hard, Oliver, Parmenter, Patridze, Payne, Pickens? Plumer 

' Profit, Ramsey, Reding, Reynolds, Riggs, Roosevelt, Sanford, 

“Baunders, Shaw, Snyder, Sprigg, Steenrod, Sweney, John B, 

Phonpson, Underwoor atierson, Weller, Jame . ìl- 
liams, and Wood. , spices as 

Messrs, Adams, Allen, Landat W. Andrews, Ar- 
nold, Ayerigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Birdseye, Bee 

Boardman, Botts, Brockway, Bronson, Jeremiab Brown Bure 

nell, William B. Campbell, Thomas J Campbell, Childs 

Chittenden, John C. Clark, Cowen, ¢ ansion, Cushing, Gar 

rett Davis, Everctt, Fillmore, A. Lawrence Foster, Gamble, 

Graham, Granger, Hall, Halsted, Wm. S. Hastings, Hudson, 

Hunt, J. R. Ingersoll, Jobn P. Kennedy, King, Samson Mason. 

Mattocks, Maxwell, Meri her, Morgan, Morrow, Owsley, 

Pierce, Pendleton, Pope, Benjamin Randall, Alexander Ran 
dali, Rayner, Ridgway, Roduey, Wa Russell, James M. Rus- 
sell, Saltonstall, Shepperd, Shields, Traman Smith. Stanly 
Stokely, Stratton, John T. Stuart, R. W. Thom 1, Piling: 
hast, Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, Van Buren, W ve. War- 
ren, Washington, Edward D. White, TI W. Williams, 
Christopher 11. Williams, Yorke, and John ung-—80, , 
_ Mr. VAN BUREN moved to lay the whole snb- 
ject on the table: negatived. 

The res^lution, as amended, was then adopted. 

, Mr. HALSTED, from the Committee of Elec- 
tions, made a resolution and report from that com- 
mittee in relation to the contested clection in Pior- 
ida: ordered to be printed.. s 

Mr. MORGAN wished to offer a resolation to 
provide for the intreduetion of new testimony in 
the-case of said contested election; but 

vo Mr. ©. JOANSON objected; and a motion to 
suspend the rules was negatived. 

Eade, - ARMY. BILL, 

“Oa-motion of Mr, FILLMORE, the House re- 


quired into, (he meant no disparagement of thé 


. appropriations fur thes 


solved. itself ino the Committee of thes Whole 
(Mr. Unprrwoop in ih¢-chair) on the bill making 
i port of the army and the 
military academy for.thd year 1842.. 2 ; 

Mr. ROOSEVELT (by. leave of Mr. Cusx- 
1n@, who,had the foor) ered an.gimendment, to 
be inserfed in lieu of the {provisogoffered by Mr. 
McKay... Mr. McKay’ giiion was as fol- 
low:: > ` 5 
.. “Provided, That the recruitiags 1 o 
number of non-commissioned officgts and privates in the va- 
rious companies of the several akélery and infautry regiments 
shall be reduced, by death, expiration of term of service, and 
such discharges as the President. may from time to time direct, 
to the number fixed by the act. entitled ‘An act to reduce and 
fix the military establishment of the United Siates,” approved 
March2, 1821; And provided further, That no part of this 
appropriation shail be applied, after the 30th September next, 
to the payment of: the regiment of dragoons established and 
authorized by the act of 23d May, 1836.” i 

Mr. ROOSEVELT proposed to strike out all af- 
ter the word provided, and insert the following: 

“That no part of this appropriation shall be applied towards 
the payment of officers and soldiers beyond tie number now 
actually employed in the service of the United States army.” 


Mr. A. said he was induced to offer this by way 
of compromjs:, in the hope of meetiog the views 
of a majority of the members, 

Mr. CUSHING then took the floor, He said 
the question under debate not only related to 
whether we should reduce the army, but it had be- 
come associated with the question of reducing the 
navy; and the issue now was, whether-we should 
reduce, in a very great degree, the defences of the 
country, by sea and land. He feared he shoald 
not be able to change the purposes of any member. 
Indeed, the House had manifested a disposition to 
curtail expenditure, which it would be difficult to 
resist. It was, however, bis duty.to say what he 
had to say ip defence of the military defences of 
the country, and in answer to what had already 
been declared in debate. 

It was very properly suggesied by the honorable 
chairman of Ways and Means that this proposi- 
tion to reduce the army did not come from any of 
the departments of the Government. The Secretary 
of War and the Commander-in-ebicf, (Gen. Scott,) 
so far from recommending any reduction, had actu- 
ally recommended an increase from fourteen regi- 
ments, as at presen’, to sixteen. Gen. Seot had 
examined the details of the service with exceeding 
minuteness, embracing in his report a survey of 
the military posts and the extensive frontier of our 
country, which so strongly called for protection, 
These views, too, thus expressed in December last, 
had baen contirmed by a letter from the Secretary 
of War on the 15th April, in reply to a resolution 
of the Senate, inquiring whether or not the service 
could not be curtailed of some of its expenses. 
Added to this, not only had no branch of the Gov- 
ernment recommended a reduction, but the proper 
committee of the House of Representatives, whose 
members were selected with a view to their ac- 
quaintance with the subject they had under their 
consideration, hed already deelsred, through the 
gentleman from Obio, tbat no decrease could be 
made in the army consistently with the public in- 
terests. : 

In regard to the reduction of the Navy, that was 
a measure which had been determined upon by the 
House in a hasty, precipitate manner, and not by 
any branch of the Government. Thus those iwo 
branches of the public service were both proposed 
to be cut down, contrary to the combined advice of 
the departments and the Committees on Naval and 
Military Affairs—their fate decided by a proviso 
to the appropriation bill, as the eleqnent gentleman 
from Soath Carolina [iir. Hotmes] had termed it, in 
a manner ill considered, and such as precluded dne 
deliberation. f Was there any reason for the pro- 
posed reduction? The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee [Mr. W.-B. CAMPBELL] said it was imp dssi- 
ble to introduce any measure of reform unless in 
Cominiitee of the Whole ugon an appropriation 
bill. Was it so? Could vot the House, at any 
time, order one of its standing committees to brinz 
in any measure which it thought. proper ? Could 
not the Committee on Military Affairs introduce 
any measure, since it had the whole subject under 
consideration? The gentleman himself was a 
member of that committee, and, as a member, had | 


sfvice shall cease until the 


the right to introduce any proposition for its action. 
The committée always had it in their power to 
piace information before the House, as a prerequi- 
site for deliberate consideration. It was necessary 
that subjects should pass through committees of the 
House, in order to ensure due deliberation; and, 
therefore, the rules of the House wisely required 
that appropriation bilis should be what they pur- 
ported—bills to satisfy existing laws, and not to 
embrace general legislation, and the whole scope 
of subjects confided tothe care of Congress, 

The first inquiry was, whether the present was 
the proper time to reduce the defences of the coun- 
uyt Was it not an ill chosen moment to agitate 
such a mezsurc? He would say now, as he had 
said during the debate on the navy bill, that he had 
no desire to raisea war panic. If he were discussing 
the question of enlarging our army, then it would be 
proper to inquire whether there would be war or 
not. If he thought there would be war, he ‘should 
advoeste.a very large augmentation of the existing 
forces of the country. But. he did not feel it to be 
his duty to raise the question now, although on 
foymer occasions, when supplies and augmentations 
to the army and navy ha { been voted, such questions 
had been raised, in order to induce members to vote 
the necessary appropriations. If he could not in- 
duce rational minds to believe that this reduction in 
the defences of the country would be unwise, with- 
out placing before them the delusion that there was 
to be a war, he did not desire to prevent a reduc- 
tion. 

What were the facts? The United States were 
now engaged. in a controversy with Mexico; and 
he must be a sanguine man who would undertake 
tosay that it would be speedily decided. He did 
not say it would lead to war. But any one who 
imagined that the claims against Merico would 
be paid without some menace on our part, must be 
sanguine iadee'. [A voice: “They are but two 
and a half miliions.”] The gentleman from New 
York said they were but two end a half millions. 
True; but that against a bankrupt Government. 
Gentlemen, too, should recollect that all the claims 
had not been adjudicated, A gentieman near bim 
said, let us pay them. Let the gentleman intro- 
duce a bill for the purpose, It might pass or not. 
But there wasa higher object to be attained, than 
the mere satisfaction of these claimants, The 
honor of cur country was to be preserved untar- 
nished, He thought that the old motto of 1798, 
“Millions for defence, not a cent for tribute,” had 
sunk into every hear; and no one would new think 
of depariing from it, 

There were three questions with Great Britain 
respecting our boundary lines, which yet remained 
unsettied—oar Northeastern boundary in Maine— 
our Northern boundary on Lake Superior—~and our 
‘ Northwestern boundary, in the territery beyond 

the Rocky Mountains. There were three other 
questions yet open between us and that Govern. 
ment: the cases of the Caroline, the Creole, and 
from six to twelve cases of seizure upon the coast 
of Africa, for (he believed falzely) alleged viola- 
tions of the treaty respecting the slave-trade; and, 
added to these, there were two other questions: one 
the. great maritime question of the liberty of the 
i ee, question whether the English Parliament 
could direct car snips to be boarded and searched, 
i| Of whether the Svepowvers—[A voice: “But four.” ] 
f of Europe could force us to submit to their police. 

The other question was connected with the com- 
mercial relations of the two countries, 


There was now here a minister, special and 
extraordinary, charged with the negotiation of the 
existing difficulties between the two Governments. 
He entreated the committee to consider the specta- 
cle which they were exbibuing to that minister — 
Congress disturbel by domestie dissensions—our 
energies paralyzed—not a few of the Siaies in a 

State of bankraptey—and the National Government 
itvelf almost at a stand, owing to the unreadiness 
(he would not say refusal) of Congress to provide 
me meias for carryivg iton. From that spectacle 
Lard Ashburton might cast his eye across the At- 
lantic, and sce, in contrast with the United States 
and their publie servants, Sir Robert Peel coming 
forward, in a frank, statesman-like manner, and, 
| instead of proposing to disturb or diminish the 

N 


army, recommending the increase called for by the 
times;—and this, too, when there is an annual deficit 
of two millions sterling. Nor did he propose to 
resort to. any temporary. shifting expedients, but 
brought forward a proposition’ to supply ihe defi- 
“ciency by a tax upon ail the property in the kingdom. 
- We inthis country, instead of imposing such a tax 
_ as-is requisite to meet the wants of the country, are 
not only debating about dissolving our army, but, 
more than that—hesitating whether we shall disband 
our Government! What must be the effect ofthis 
state of things on the mind of Lord Ashburton! 
He did not mean the effect on paper, but the ef- 
fect‘upon the disposition of him and Lord Aber- 
deen in conducting the negotiation. The questions 
with them would be, How far could England carry 
out the ground she assumed? how far would the 
United States be able to sustain the claims which 
they advanced in open conflict? Would we be in 
a condition to attain our demands? Should we 
disarm ourselyes—throwing ourselves upon the 
mercy of England for such terms as she might 
prescribe? He thought if we wished others to 
respect. us, we must first respect ourselves. 
War. was improbable at present. The question 
was, whether we would not, by our procrastination 
and humiliating condition, bring about a state of 
things worse than war? He (Mr. C.) desired the 
people of the Uniied States to know that, if they 
failed in their negotiations and demands, it would 
not be because they were unjust, nor because of 
any want of zeal on the part of the Administration; 
but on account of the hot haste of Congress to cut 
down the army and navy, and deprive the country 
of its defences. 

Mr. C. then went on to show the necessity of a 
standing army in time of peace, for protecting the 
frontiers of the country, manning its forts, guarding 
its harbors, and keeping up a system of police in 
the Indian territory. He continued for some time, 
but, owing to the early hour of going to press, 


though notes were taken, the remainder of his re- 


marks could not be prepared in time. 

Mr. GILMER then obtained the floor. He had 
listened attentively to the. remarks of bis friend 
from. Massachusetts, and concurred in much of 
what he said, yet could not agree with him in the 
deductions to which he had come. He did not 
eonsider that retrenchment and reform would ruin 
the country. On the contrary, it would renovate 
and recreate the whole Government. . It was mere- 
ly proposed to lop off the abuses which bad grown 
up onder a long system of indulgence, and thereby 
renew the confidence of the people in their own 
Government. It was not proposed to cut down the 


tree of liberty or law, but merely to deprive it of. 


its useless branches; not.cutting it up by the root, but 
Jetting it flourish with more vigor, so that the peo- 
ple might rest securely and contentedly under their 
own vine and fig tree. The apprehensions of the 
gentleman were groundless. Hven the eloquence 
cof the gentleman—the poetry which he had quoted, 
to wain the House of the danger of reducing our 
army—the instance of the royal victim reduced by 
his own folly—had not convinced him that reform 
and retrenchment was improper. 

He had paid particular attentioa to the remarks 
of the gentleman concerning the foreign relations 
of our country. He had an anxiety to know 
whether he possessed any information about the 
danger of war being over. Inanswer to what he 
heard, he would say, for himself, that whatever 
might be the political complexion of that House or 
the Administration, whenever it became a question 
of war, it was settled with him. The gentieman’s 
argument, however, implied that those who sought 
the reduction of the army would be opposed to the 
defences of the country intime of war. He met 
this asa peace question ; and even the gentleman 
himself had not argued that there would be war, 
either with Mexico or England. Following up the 
concessions of the gentleman on this point, he 
would refer to what he had said in relation to our 
claims upon Mexico. He admitted they were 
large. The gentleman from Massachusetts, how- 
ever, said, though there would be no war, we 
should have to menace the Mexicans. Did he 
propose to march our army of 12,000 men through 
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Montezamas? He imagined not. 


The gentle- 
man was too. good a soldier and too practical a 
Statesman for that. He would resort. to the navy. 
One steamer from it, {contended Mr. G.) would be 
sufficient to briog the Mexicans to terms. Either 
the Missouri or the Mississippi, which lay within gun 
shot of the Capitol, would do it. Mexico! A power 
that was now calling on us for arms to assist her 
inher battles! The most imbecile, impotent, and 
weakest of all powers! The Government of the 
United States might uot give itself any uneasiness 
on the score of a difficuity with Mexico. 

The genlleman had alluded to England, and the 
questions under negotiation with that Govern- 
ment. True, it was a power more formidable 
than Mexico—a power whose strong arm reached 
to every quarter of the earth; but it was one which 
would not be provoked to a war with the United 
States for any slight or trivial causes. The gentle- 
man had enumerated six questions as dividing the 
two countries—three concerning the boundary 
lines, and three affecting the honor of our country. 
He could telihim that Eagland would look well 
at home ere she engaged in a war with us. Ash- 
burton, Peel, and Aberdeen would look there, and 
ponder long and weli before they tock a step 
which would lead to a war with the United States 
The British Government was wiser than to do sa. 
What was the condition of England? Torn to 
pieces by her own domestic dissensions, she was 
in the worst possible state for war. The elemen’s 
of dissension were at work within her limits; the 
spirit of liberty was advancing; and it wonld be 
difficult to keep her social fabric in its present 
state, whilst her armies were withdrawn, and the 
strength of her military and naval forces employed 
in fighting her battles upon foreign shores. 

The bonerable genileman argued that the leal- 
ing politicians of England would look well to her 
domestic condition, before they engaged in a war 
with this or any other country; and from this he 
turned to a view of commerce—a peaceful inter- 
change of commerce—as the interest of both, and 
the great preservative of the amicable relations of 
both. But, if “grim-visaged war” should come, 
what would be an army of 12,000 men?—and the 
rank and file of the American army was no more. 
In such an event, the militia of the States must be 
our reliance; and, if this were true in war, no 
good r-ason existed for the maintenance of a large 
standing army in time of peace. While the mili- 
tia were so well prepared to defend the covatry, 
the Government could economize in i's army; and, 
notwithstanding the ofi-repeated asserlion that we 
are ill prepared for war, he ventured to. affirm that 
this country was never in a better position since 
the organization of its Government. The reil- 
roads and steam navigation of the country afford. 
ed facilities which were not possessed in the war 
of the Revolution; and now, with their assistance, 
war would be both a cheaper and a speedier oper- 
ation. The sum of $20 had been the price of 
transportation of a barrel of flour for the use of 
the army from New York to Bafalo; but now a 
troop of soldiers could be transported for but little 
more. 

Mr. CALHGUN here reqnes‘ed the genileman 
frora Virginia to give way for a metion that the 
commi:tee rise, to which he assented; but a quorum 
not voting, the committee rose, and reported that 
fact to the House. 

Mr. ARNOLD then moved an adjournment, 
which was azteed to; and 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, May 27, 1842. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said he observed by the 
papers of this mornirg thai he was reported as hav- 
ing proposed to fiil the blank in the apportionment 
bill with the number of 70,000. He inquired of 
the Clerk whether the journal stated that as a faci. 

The Clerk having replied in the negative 

Mr. C. remarked that it was incorrect. He made 
no such motion. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented a memorial from 
Rocshes‘er, New York, numerously signed by. busi- 
ness men of all parties. They pray Congress to 


‘Texas, across the Rio Grande, to the capital of the i pass such a tariff of duties as will afford ample 
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| revenue for the support of the Government, and, at 
-the same time, that there De such discrimination as 


will give adequate protection to home industry. 
‘Fhe. petitioners also pray that. Congress will pass 
the bill. reported by the select: commitiee—the:-ex- 
chequer plan—to restore the currency to uniformity. 
So much of the memorial as related to the. tariff 
was referred to the Committee on Manufactures. 

Mr. SMITH presented additional documents in 
support of the claim of Major General Duportail; 
which were referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, who bave charge of the bill from 
the Honse to satisfy the claim. i 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the memorial of a 
number of importers and dealers in watches, jew- 
elry, and precious stones, in Philadelphia. They 
State that the duties are now so high on such ar- 
ticles as to produce a great deal of smuggling. 
They ask that. the tariff may be so altered that 
wa'ches may pay.a daty on heme valuation, or a 
specific duty; and that the rate on jewelry may not 
exceed ten per cent.; and on unset diamonds, one 
per cent.: znd on precious stones, fifteen: per cent. 
Mr. B. remarked that there were some interesting 
calculations in the memorial; and therefore, on his 
motion, it was referred to the Committee on-Man« 
ufactures, and ordered to be printed. : ; 

Mr. B. also presented a memorial from Philadel- 
phia county, Pennsylvania, asking that such a tar- 
iff of duties be imposed as will enable the domes- 
tic manufacturers of this country to compete. with 
foreign manufacturers : referred to the Committee 
on Manufactures, ; 

Mr. CONRAD, from the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, reported a bill for the relief of Thomas 
O. Minx Shields, Turner end Renshaw, Glendy 
Burke, Edward Yorke, and Edward Ogden, and 
their legal representatives ; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the Ja- 
diciary, to which had been referred the petition of 
A. H. Keenan and C. D. Hammond, sureties of 
D, Betton, late postmaster at Milledgeville, Geor- 
gia, praying to bereleased from their obligation as 
sureties, reporied a bill for their relief; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

On motion of Mr. LINN, 


Resolved, That there be transmitted to the Secretavies of the 
States and Territories in which the public lands are situated, 
three copies of the documenis in relation to the public Jands, 
heretofore printed by order of the Senate, and, now on hand, in 
five volumes; one of which to be deposited with the Governor, 
and one with each branch of the Legislature of the said States 
and Territories, respectively. i 

Mr. CONRAD, on leave, introduced a bill for 
the relief of J. R. Vienne, of New Orleans; which 
was read twice, and referred to the Committee on 
Claims. À 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, 
to which had been referred House: bill making ap- 
propriations for the naval service for the year 1842, 
repked tho same hack with amendments; one of 
which goes to strike out the proviso in the bill, that 
no portion of the appropriation for the pay of offi- 
cers, &2., shail be appiied to offices created after 
this date. ` 

On motion of Mr. STURGEON, the Sepate . 
procreded to tue consideration, as in commilte\ ot» 
the whale, of L 

THE APPORTIONMENT BILL. LE 

The question pending was on coneutring in the 
remaining amendments of the Judiciary Committee, 
proposing to strike out that portion of the bil 
making it obligatory on the States to adopt the 
distriet system of representation, cach disirict to 
be composed of contiguous territory, and to return 
but one Representative; and to substitute a provi- 
sion, leaving it optional with the States to- adopt 
either the district or general-ticket system, but re- 
taining that portion requiring that the districts shall 
be of contiguous territory, sending one Represent- 
ative, if the district system should be preferred; 
and the question immediately pending was the 
numerous propositions to fill the blank in the bill 
with a proper number to constitute the ratio. 

Mr. McROBERTS said he had made the mo- 
tion yesterday to fill the blank with 68,080, 
from the eonviction that that number would give a 
House sufficiently large for all good purposes, for 
the transaction of the business of the country with 
despatch, It would give a number of members as 


“small, he believed, as the House would be disposed 


< for Congress, he found that this number (of the 


to accede to. On looking over the table prepared | 


highest numbers) would: leave the smallest frac- i 


tions to the small. States. - The ratio of 68,000 
would give a House of 224 members, if the propo- 
-sition to represent fractions, by giving such States 
‘as-have a fraction of mioré than a moiety of the 
ratio one additional member, benot adhered to. If 
:> it should be adhered to, it-will inerease than -num- 
zber very little. -Judging from the concorrent tes- 
timeny of these Senators: who were members 
cof the other House when that body was much 
smaller, he was under the impression that much 
greater despatch in the discharge of the public 
` business would be obtained by a House of a less 
< -number than that body is even now composed of. 
He was in favor of a ratio of 68,000 in prefer- 
: ence to all others, because it would reach two im- 
portant objects: one, that of leaving the smallest 
unrepresented fraction; and the other, that it would 
reduce the number of members to 224—-a number 
which, according to concurrent testimony, would 
be more efficient for the despatch of business than 
alarger number. It was, therefore, better than 
the present number, as it was a reduced number, 
” He reviewed the arguments yesterday offred in 
support of a large number of Representatives, 
founded on the assumption that the glory and great- 
ness of England were dueto the action of its House 
of Commons. The elements of. the greatness of 
_ that nation were to be found in its Anglo-Saxon 
race-~a race destined to the highest elevation: in 
haman institutions and civilization, in spite of aly 
restraints of legislation, however cunningly devised 
> by selfaprivileged classes. He contended that the 
` broadest representation of the people of England 
was nothing in comparison to the amount of repre- 
sentation enjoyed in the United States, where al- 
most every county, if not fully every county in 
twenty-six sovereign States, has its representative 
„in its own State Legislature, and also its participa- 
tion in the representation of the National Legisla- 
ture. 

With regard to the principle by which gentlemen 
in both Houses seem ‘now disposed to act, that no 
State shall lose a member in any new apporiion- 
ment, he wouid say that this would be a decision 
that every ten years the number of Reprezentatives 
shall be increased in the ratio of the increase of 
lena And where would the principle end? 

a another half century the number would be 
twelve or thirteen hundred—it would, at least, 
largely exceed a thousand. He wouid vote for no 
smaller ratio than 68,000, as long as it was possi- 
ble to obtain a majority for a reduction of the 
present number. 

Mr. BENTON was of opinion that it was a 
vain attempt on the part of the Senate to dictate to 
the House in this matter. The House had duly 
weighed. and considered the ratio best sua to its 
wishes and conformation. He tbonght this was 
not: like a bill of ordinary legislation, which the 
Senate might reject without any isterruption to the 
machinery of Government, To rejéct such a bill 
as this, and suspend all action on it, would be to 
dissolve the Government itself. It is a contest in 
which the Sonate ought not to engage. It would 
be sufficient to confine its attention io the perfecting 
of the bill in its details, leaving the general princi- 
ples and main propositions untouched. If the 
Senate were to engage in any contest with 
the House in a matter of this kind, it would 
be sure to come to the wali, What are the ob- 

Jecttons to a large popular representation ? 
They are but two. First, that a large-number of 
Representatives makes an irresponsible body; and, 
next, that it becomes incapable of transacting busie 
ness. The theory in this respect might be very 
beautiful in idea—very beautiful, indeed, to see a 
few individuals transacting business rapidly, aad 
without much need of deliberation. But this theory 
might be pursued until a population progressively 
increasing till it filled regions thousands of miles 
apart should be represented by so small a band as 
sto lose all the elements of Representatives, 

He was in favor of the largest practicable rep- 

“oXesentation, because it was the on'y way to have 
be popular will reflected; bat mors particularly 


| 


vapid: strides to imperial power. His language 


because the history.of the world had shown that 

a numerous representative body is the only safe 

“guard of public liberty. He referred to the ex- | 
perience of France, in its transfer of government 
from a republican form to an imperial form. It 
was by Bonaparte’s inflaence, first, over the smal. 
ler body, the Council of Ancients, when. he was 
First’ Consul, that he -was enabled to make his 


was—‘ Why should a hundred men be. talking 
about laws; they can do nothing but gabble.” It 
-was his policy to reduce the legislative bodies till 
he got each of them under 100; and then there was 
“not a voice raised for pub'ic literty. He had 
complete control over all. A body of 500 men 
was too. strong for him; they whipped him wiih | 
the intellectual power which they possessed; but 
he succeeded in getting them down to 300; and | 
then, by degrees, til he could teil them they had 
nothing to say to laws—ihey could do nothing but 
gabble. Not only is liberty more safe ina neme- 
rous representation, but so is purity. Tae dit- 
culties of corruption are incréased with the increase | 
of numbers. A large body is the safest for the 
people—the safest for liberty—the least open to 
corruption. 

As to the.idea that personal collisions and dis- 
graceful scenes, arising out of ihe excitement of de- 
bate, must be more frequent in numerous bodies 
than in smsi}, it was an assumption without found- 
ation. Differences of opinion pervade small bod- 
ies as well as large. There can be no reduction 
of numbers which will avoid-this; nor was it al- 
ways necessary or desirable to do it. Reduce the | 
number to two men, and they may differ; if they | 
do, they are ‘more liable to prove irreconcilable 
than a numerous body would be. The experience | 
of mankind had proved this. . 

He next reviewed the duties of the House of 
Representatives. He showed that its responsibili- 
ties Increased with tha increase of population, A | 
striking instance would be found in the probability 
that bereaf.er, more frequen'ly than hitherto, that 
House would be called upon to decide Presidential | 
elections. In sneh a responsibility, none would 
contend that there was not more szfety in a very 
numerous representation than in a very small one. 
According as population increases, in the nature of 
things, the number of distingui-hed citizens will be | 
greater, and she influence of parties t0 confine nom- | 
inations to given limits less. Tais will predate | 
sach a statie of things that, in all probability, no | 
one candidate can have the majority for election re- | 
quired by the Constitution. In such event, the re- 
sponsibility of choosing from the candidates de- 
voives upcen the House of Representatives. 

He adveried to the practice of the House of- 
Commons, where forty or fifty members compose 
the business part of the body. He called the atten- 
lion of the Senate to the fact, that, in the debates of | 
the House of Commons, the proportion of speech- 
es made by the men who do the business, contrast- 
ed with the portion made by those who do or effect | 
nothing but talk, is but a drop of water in the 
bucket compared to the whole. These speech- 
makers, however,.were only tolerated when they 
could distinguish themselves for some striking quali- | 
ties. In a full assembiy of the House, they could | 

not hold out a quarter of an hour, if they had not | 
something to say worth listening to, for they woald 
soon receive unequivocal indications that their own 
vanity or reliance on the courtesy of their hearers 
would not gain them a hearing, 

In the same way, there would be more business, 
and less waste of time in unprofitable speaking, if 
the House of Representatives here was comcosed 
of a number snfficiently large to admit of discrim- 
ination. 

He was in favor of the ratio proposed by the 
House. He therefore would move to insert 50,000. 

Mr. ARCHER conceived that the very state- 
ment of the proposition, whether a small and select i 

body was better calenlated to produce deliberation 
and certainty in the despateh of business, than a 
numerous and crowded assembly, contained in 
itself the most conclusive argament in the afirm- 
ative. B-fore he entered into any further arga- 
meni than that contained in the conclusion which 
resulted from this statement of the proposition, he 


would refer to a doctrine just used by the Senator 
from Missouri, which strack him with surprise; it 
was, thatit was improper for the Senate to inter- 
fere with the decision of the House itself, as to the 
ratio proper to organize its own body. This was a 
doctrine which he decried as subversive of the 
principles of this Government. On this point Mr. A. 
dwelt for some time; after which, he referred to an 
argument of the Senator from South Carolina [Mr. 
CaLnoun] yesterday, with which he concurred— 
that to increase the number of Representatives 


‘would be the surest means of rendering Congress- 


ional sessions continuous. He also referred to 
ihe action of the present House of Represent- 
alives, admitting that it contained as large an 
amount of talent as ever belonged to any rep- 
resentative body; but, looking to the effect of a 
large number, ke asked what had been witnessed 
since that body had become so numerous? Was it 
not seen that bils of the most vital national inter- 
est, on the propriety of which there could be no 
such doubt as to require inconvenient delay, were 
obstructed, detained, and thwarted by interminable 
debates and contentions, which could not be arrest. 
ed, till, in despair of all reason being influential, 
the coercion of rules to terminate and shut off all 
discussion at a given hour, had to be resorted to, 
or the Government might go down before legisla- 
tion eculd be induced to relieve it? Had it not be- 
come a public spectacle, to witnezs the disorders of 
that body? Was not the report of an expected affray 
sufficient to crowd the galleries from day to day? 

In reference to the necessity of having an irre- 
sistible evidence of the popular will in the popular 
branch, to control and override the other branches 
of the Government, elected by the same constituen- 
cy, it grieved kian to hear the doctrines promulga- 
ted by his honorable friend the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, [Mr. CRITTENDEN ;] grieved him, because 
they led to demagoguism—but which he would not 
cail demagoguism itself, because they emanated 
from him. Fic would vote against this bill under any 
‘aspect that went to increase the number of Repre- 
sentatives; and would do so with the fall convic- 
tion that he would have the unanimous approba- 
tion of the people of Virginia. He had not met a 
man from that State who was not ready to.cry out, 
* Good God! Mr. Angrer, do not vote for an in- 
erease of the number of members of the House of 
Representatives.” 

Mr. WRIGHT had but a very few words to say; 
and he did not know that he would have felt dis- 
posed to rise at all, had it not been for some re~ 
marks which fell from the honorable Senator from 
“Virginia, As far as his mere personal opinion 
went, he would say that he thought the House was 
the best jadge itself of the number most likely to 
prove efficient in constituting that bedy. He was 
far from meaning to say that it was not constitu- 
tional for the Senate to interfere. But take the 
State of New York, with forty members in the 
other House and two in the Senate: he confessed 
that, when he found a large majority of the mem- 
bers of that State in favor of the increase of the 
members of the popular branch, he was disposed to 
ask himself, was not the probability very great that 
they spoke the sonitments of their Sate? When the 
question came, Should the House consist of 242 or 
of 306 members? and that question was put to him, 
he would say that he would as soon have the 
number 399 as 240; hence he vould easily be in- 
fluenced in his choice by the preference of the 
House itself. The proposition made by many 
Senators is, to brisg back the number to 200. This 
is going back twenty years. It is to cut off 42 
members; that of the Honse itself, to add 64— 
making a difference cf 106. The impracticabitity 
of this body being able to influence the House to 
recede from its own proposition to ihat extent, 
could not but strike him forcib'y, and have some 
efect in deciding his opinion. He would, with his 
present impressions, vote against every proposed 
number tll that nearest to the ratio of the House 
bill. Taking the twenty-six numbers proposed by 
the Senate, the highest would give to New York 26 
members, and the lowest—the number proposed by 
the bill itself——48. È 

Mr. CUTHBERT inquired whether the Senator 
calculated on the representation of fractions? 
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Mr. WRIGHT said he did not; for he ha 
strong hopes: that proposition would not prevail, 
alihough the Senate had, for the present, decided 
in its favor. 2 

Mr. CALHOUN agreed that if the House had 


been unanimous in its adoption of this ratio, he ` 


would feel unwilling to disturb it. But he did not 
find that even those who voted for it were entirely 
satisfied with their vote. From the parliamentary 
rule-of beginning with the highest number, and 
coming down till some ratio received a majority of 
votes, many had been deprived of a choice. He 
believed the Senate would be acting with satisfac- 
tion to the Hlouse, in affording those who did vote 
under such disadvantages, for this ratio, an oppor- 
tunity of. reconsidering their vote. 

Mr. RIVES had seen, with regret, during this 
discussion, a disposition to believe that an antago- 
nist interest could exist between the Senate and 
the House of Representatives. If he was influenced 
by any motives of jealousy towards the House, 
there was no mode he could conceive more condu- 
cive to paralyze the popular branch of Congress 
than by voting to increase its number to that ex- 
tent best calculated to render it an unwieldy and 
inefficient body. On this subject, the Senate did 
not stand in an antagonist position, but in one of 
the most friendly disposition. fle had not a doubt 
that the House would receive the amendment of 
the Senate as a friendly proposition. He wished 
to make the other House what the Constitution in- 
tended to make it—the representation of the popu- 
lar will. The simple question was, whether a large 
or small number would constitute the efficiency 
and usefulness of the popular branch. In the lan- 
guage of Mr. Madison, the effect of increasing 
the number may be to give it, in countenance, the 
features of a Democratic body, but to give it, in 
reality, the heart of an oligarchy. Give them, (to 
use the language of Mr. Madison,) a sufficient 
number to make them feei their consequence and 
authority in the Government; give them a s:ffi- 
cient number to reflect the popular voice—a num- 
ber sufficient to accomplish their duties—and you 
do that which the Constitution requires, 


Whatever evils had grown up with respect to 
the transaction of business in the other House, ex- 
perience had shown, resulted from the increase of 
the number of Representatives; and the on!y remedy 
was, to revert back to the number which existed 
before the last increase, and before these disorders 
began. . 

He next adverted to the opinions of Mr. Madi- 
son, as to the utmost limit to which the represent- 
ative branch should be extended. He conceived 
the Senator from Missouri had been greatly mis- 
taken in his idea that Mr. Madison was.in favor of 
the number being five hundred. The Senator was 
equally mistaken in the deductions he had drawn 
from the steps taken by Napoleon Bonaparte to 
reach imperial power, by obtaining an influence 
over the Council of Ancients. That council was 
not a popular body—the members of it had no con- 
stituents. He must be a visionary who can ima- 
gine that, in this country, 242 members of the other 
House, and 52 Senators in this body, standing in 
their conspicuous position, with such an immense 
constituency at ibeir backs, to whom they are ac- 
countable for every action and word, can be cor- 
rupted, or can be induced, by any Bonaparte or 
Cromwell, to betray their trust. Such things as had 
occurred in other countries, under circumstances 
that. never can occur in this country, may be food 
for the speculations of visionaries, but are not cal- 
culated to produce any effect un persons who have 
a correct conception of our institutions and popu- 
lar frame of Goverament. 

Fie denied the existence of the analogy supposed 
by some gentlemen between the House of Com- 
mons and the House of Representatives. The system 
of legislation in England was essentially different 
from that of this country. Almost all the acts 
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growing out of the duties ef Government there, 

originate with the ministry; andi the legislative 

branches have but to give. their assent, cr deny it. 

Itis only on great occasions that. the political 
‘actors in the game. are called up by the ministry 
to vote.. Hence it was that Burke said the House 
of Commons was no constituent part of the Gov- 
ernment, but a mere jury, called out for special 
occasions; which duty being performed, the magis- 
trate sank into the citizen, and the members of 
that body fell back into the mass of ‘the people. 
Such, according to Burke’s opinion, was the only 
legitimate function of the House of Commons. He 
next showed the standing of the Chamber of Dep- 
uties in France; and asked, could any Senator of 
this country contend, with propriety, that there was 
any real analogy between the representative body 
of Franceor of England, and the representative 
body of this country? ‘ 


While giving a. more democratic countenance © 


to the popular branch, it was for the reason that 
danger existed of giving it an-oligarchical tendency, 
that he was opposed to extending the number of 
Representatives. But there wasa limit ef redac- 
tion which could be reached, asd at which, with 
propriety, a pause should be made. That could be 
ascertained by a reference tothe number which 
the experience of this Government bad shown to 
be most satisfactory. That, he had no doubt, was 
the number before the last apportionment, which 
did not exceed 212. He could hardly trust him- 
self to speak of the dissatisfaction which bad been 
expressed and felt with regard to the disorders that 
have grown out of the last increase of the number 
of the House of Representatives, At the close of 
the contests in the popular branch in 1837, he 
had heard from one of the greatest patriots of the 
country, John Rowan, an emphatic expression of 
his despair at witnessing the tendency of the effects 
of that increase of number. 

Gentlemen had talked of the turbulence and ex- 
citements in the House of Representatives being 
but the reflection of popular turbulence and excite- 
ments among the people. “This he denied.. He 
insisted that all the excitements of the country had 
originated among the Representatives of the peo- 
ple, not among the people themselves; for, in the 
midst of their excitements, there was not a mem- 
ber of Congress who. would not admit that when he 
went home among his constituents, he found them 
peaceful, industrious, and indisposed to be drawn 
into a participation in such excitements. 

He wished to see the number of Representatives 
reduced to that standard which best qualified the 
House to perform the duties of its high mission. 
He wanted to put an end to that sad, that disheart- 
ening distrust, which is growing up in the public 


mind_.of the American people, as to the permanency 
of their institutions. Itis not physical power that is 
wanted in legislation; it is intellectual and moral 
power. He did not wish to see that requisite moral 
and intellectual pewer controlled by brute force. 
On this subject, as on all others, he thought there 
was a safe medinm between extremes. He was 
sure safety would be fonnd in a medium, neither 
too high nor too low. That medium he conceived 
was about 200. 

In reference to the illustration brought forward 
yesterday by the Senator from New Hampshire, 
that the experience of Massachuset's was in favor 
of a very large representative body, he would ad- 
vert to the fact that the necessary reduction of that 
body to its present number was an evidence 
against the illestration. He quoted a passage from 
some work treating of that subject, show'ng that 
the opinion of the S'ate was in favor of 290 in pref- 
erence to a larger number. 

Mr. WOODBURY observed, that he rore to make 
a short explanation with regard to the remarks of 
the Senator from Virginia, in reference to his argu- 
ment based on the experience of the Legislature of 
Massachusetts. He had buta word to say with 

Í regard to the reduction of the number of Repre- 


sentatives in that State: it “was a ‘necessary. à 
. Sequence of the partition of her” territory, and nòt: 
-because the large number- of Representativés: had 
proved unwieldy or inefficient. But he eoaid 
instance the experience of other States: in ‘the — 
small State‘of New Hampshire there were 240 
members, and no inconvenience in \geislation was 
experienced from thatnumber. = ie 

He referred to Mr. Madison’s opinions, to show 
that it was an essential principle of his doctrine, 
that the increase of representation ought to be pro- 
portionate with the increase of - the constituent 
body.. lf the proportionate increase recognised in 
Mr. Madison’s time had been carried. out ever 
since, there would be-a very large number of Rep-- 
resentatives now. ‘For instance, in 1790 there were 
65 members apportioned for the House of Repre- 
sentatives. That number, in proportion to. the 
then population, would give. 306 in proportion tothe 
present. population. ‘The apportionment of 100 
members in 1792, in like proportion, would give 
482 for 1842. . This was with a‘ratio of 33,000; 
but if it bad been according the Constitution- 
30,000—the number in 1792 would have been 110; ' 
which, by the same rule of proportion, would give, 
for 1842, 530 memb rs. But, instead of such a 
yapid rate of increase, the House now only asks 
for 306. i 

Mr. RIVES was very glad the Senator from New 
Hampshire had called his attention to Mr. Madi- 
son’s opinions. He- would read a passage from 
Mr. Madison’s works, to show that he was in favor 
of a maximum of 200. Mr. R. here read a long 
passage ftom the work to which he referfed. `>- 

Mr. CUTHBERT observed that he. believed it. 
was more important that a larger number should 
be adopted than one smaller than that of which the 
House was now composed. But if he was to bave . 
chis choice, he would prefer 64,000, because it was 
a ratio which would give 242 members—the same 
as the number of the present House. i 


He believed, upon the question between . the 
larger and the smaller number, it would be more 
prudent to take the larger,—though, if the House 
could be brought to consent that their number 
should remain the same as it had been for the last . 
ten years (which would: require a ratio of, he be- 
lieved, 64,000) it would, in his opinion, be the 
most proper number that could be chosen. If this 
debate should. proceed, he would hereafter take oce 
casicn to express, in as brief a manner as possible, 
the opinions which he entertained upon the subject. 
He would, at present, content himself with ob- 
serving that, with regard to the legislative bodies 
in England—between which and those of this coun- 
try Senators had instituted a comparison—the rep- 
resentative body in that country is now in a state 
of transit: that body, under the operation of what 
is called the “Reform Bill,” was undergoing a 
great change in its character and in its mode of 
proceedings. What it had been, it is not; and what 
it is, it would not be long. A revolution much 
greater was still to take place. If it had for 
another century been in operation as now consti« 
tu'ed, it would have offered an example to be 
followed or avoided. He would reserve what he 
had to say until a future period. 

Mr. BUCHANAN had waited for some time to 
see whether any other gentleman would express an 
opinion on what he considered a new doctrine. He 
understood the Senator from: New York to say that 
the Senate ought to be influenced by the decision of 
the House in favor of a ratio most consonant to 1s 
cwn wishes. Now he held that the Senate. was con- 
stitutionally bound to act for itself; and that it was 
not to look to the jadgment of the House for any 
izflzence as to its own action. 

Mr. WRIGHT interposed, and explained that 
what he meant was, that so great a difference as 
106 members weuld render it impracticable to in- 
flnerce the House, by a decision of the Senate, to 


{ recede from its own proposition; and that it was 


his own individual opinion there was some weight 


. prefer’ that a conference should decide between the 
highest -numb 


which were calculated to influence his own person- 
alaction... He had no intention of laying down any 
doctrine or rule of. action. for the Senate. © 

Mr. ALLEN observed, that although this. was 
not to- bea permanent law, as already stated by the 
Sénator.from Missouri, [Mr. Benton,] yet it was 
to be ‘decisive for ten years. He. would: repeat 
what he had said before—that.thete was a rivalry 
between the Senate and the: House. The design of 
the organization of the Senate Was, to make it a 
check onthe action of the House. What could be 
more conclusive of the rivalry ‘than this design ? 
Buthe would go further: he would say that there 
was a competition for popular favor between the 
Senate and the House of Representatives; and in 
this competition were the essential principles of ri- 


yaly: 

e utterly denied the assumption that turbu- 
lence and incapacity for business characterized the 
present House of Representatives. But even if 
such were the fact, for the Senate to. take upon it- 
self to pronounce judgment on that House, and to 
propose a corrective, by reduction of its members, 
against its own expressed will, was an assumption 
of control, on the part of the Senate, which would 
lead to consequences of the most dangerous kind, 
If there teally is violence in the National Legisla- 

` ture, it is because violence has been excited among 
the people themselves; and that violence comes to 
Congress, reflected through the Representatives of 
the people. Ee was utterly opposed to any celd- 
blooded propositions of despotism. There were 
but three great representative Governments now in 
the world—Great Britain, France, and the United 
States. And of these three, power was concen- 
trated in fewer hands in this republic than in those 
two monarchies. In France, the powers of Gov- 
ernment were in. the hands of upwards of one 
thousand men. In Great Britain, it was the same. 
Here the whole power of Government is concen- 
trated in sixty-two hands—those of the Executive, 
Judiciary, and Senate. The House had a right to 
complain. . 

Mr. A. continued. He said he would rather trust 

a mass representation, than that the House should 

be reduced to 200. Sir, in a multitude of counsel- 

lors there is wisdom. After the citations from his- 
tory by ‘the Senator from Missouri, [Mr. BENTON,} 

as to the effect produced in France by the reduc- 
tion of the legislative body by Napoleon, they 
should be careful how they cut down, He liked 
to see a numerous representative body. There was 
something awfully sublime in the spectacle of 

a congregated mass of representatives. There 

was nothing more impressive, or better calculated 

to elevate the ideas of man with regard to the na- 
ture of public liberty. As to the complaints about 
the turbulency of masses, and occasional outbreaks 
of passion, he would only say that we must put up 
with these freaks of passion in the Honse and the 
people. “We must take the great good, liberty, 
with the litle evil, instead of great evil 
with little good, which would be the converse of 
_ the state of things complained of. He viewed the 
‘Renate as standing before the country as a rival for 


and he was disposed to take 


vith the House; ; was disp 
the side of the House, because it was the body 
which may be said, emphatically, to represent the 
people. He was no friend to violence, but he had 
never feared: the effect of occasional outbreak of 
passion with: the people; they ‘soon ‘calmed, and 
settled down again, and-assumed the character 
which belonged. to truth. . These temporary out- 
breaks of passion are the guaranties of public libers 
ty. -He liked to see:the nation animated—it keep- 
the eyes of men fixed on their rights. - 
The question being-first-on. the motion. of Mr. 
Preston to fili the blank in the bill with 92,000 for 
a:ratio, O Ne teae hatte oe 
Mr. WALKER demanded the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered; and the question being put, 
resulted in the negative—yeas 10, nays 36, as fol- 
lows: i : R f . 
— ~ er, Bayard, Calhoun, Clayton, Evans, 
i eo aes Tallmadge, and White--10. ; 
NAYS—Measrs. -Allen, Barrow, Bates, Benton, Berrien, 
Buchanan, Choate, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Ful- 
ton, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, King, Linn, Mc- 
Roberts, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Rives, Sevier, 
Simmons, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, 
Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and 
Young—36, f 
The question was then taken on the proposition 
of Mr. Sevier to fill the blank with 77,000; which 
was determined in the negative, on yeas and nays, 


power w 


| as follows: Yeas 12, nays 34: 


YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Bayard, Calhoun, Clayton, Evans, 
Fulton, Mangum, Preston, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, and 
White—i2. Meee ey ~~ 7 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Barrow, Bates, Benton, Berrien, Bu- 
chanan, Choate, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Gra- 
ham, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, King, :Linn, McRoberts, 
Merrick, Miller,- Morehead, Porter, Rives, Simmons, Smith of 
Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tappan, Walker, Wil- 
cox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright; and Young—34, 


The question was then taken on the proposition 
of Mr. Wuni to fill the blank with 76,000; 
which was disagreed to, without a count. 

The question was then taken on the proposition 
of Mr. Bacsy to fill the blank with 75,000; 
which was determined in the negative on yeas and 
nays, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs: Archer, Bayard, Berrien, Calhoun, Clay- 
ton, Conrad, Evans, Fulton, Graham, King, Mangum, Preston, 
Sevier, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, and White—I6. 

NAYS—Messts, Allen, Barrow, Bates, Benton, Buchanan, 
Choate, Crafts, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Henderson, Huntington, 
Kerr, Linn, McRoberts, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Porter, 
Rives, Simmons, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, 
Sprague, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, 
Wright, and Young—30. 

The question was then taken on the proposition 
of Mr. Bayarp to fill the blank with 74,607; 
which was determined in the nezative on yeas and 
nays as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs, Archer, Bayard, Berrien, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clayton, Conrad, Evans, Fulton, Graham, King, Linn, 
McRoberts, Mangum, Merrick, Preston, Rives, Sevier Sturgeon, 
Tallmadge, and White—21. * 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Barrow, Bates, Benton, Choate, 
Crafts, Crittenden, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Miller, More. 
head, Porter, Simmons, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of In- 
diana, Sprague, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Williams, Wood- 
bury, Wright, and Young—24. 

The question was then taken on the proposition 
of Mr. Furron to fll the blank with 74,391; 
which was determined in the negative, by yeas 
and nays, as follows—yeas 22, nays 23: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Bayard, Berrien, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clayton, Evans, Fulton, Henderson, King, Linn, Mce- 
Roberts, Mangum, Merrick, Preston, Rives, Sevier, Sturgeon, 
Tallmadge, Walker, and White—22, . © 

NAYS—Measrs. Allen, Barrow, Bates, Benton, Choate, Con- 
rad, Crafts, Crittenden, Graham, Huntington, Kerr, Miiller, 
Morehead, Porter, Simmons, Smith of Connecticut, Smith 
of Indiana, Sprague, Tappan, Wilcox, Williams, Wood- 
bury, Wright, and Young—23, . 

The question was then teken on the proposition 
of Mr. MERRICK, to fill the blank with 72,354; 
which was disagreed to, by yeas 22, nays 24, as 
follows: 


XEAS—Messrs. Archer, Bayard, Berrien, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clayton, Crafts, Cuthbert, Evans, Fulton, Graham, Hen- 
derson, King, McRoberts, Mangum, Merrick, Preston, Rives, 
Sevier, Tallmadge, Walker, and White—22. : 

NAxS—Messrs. Allen, Barrow, Bates, Benton, Choate, Con- 
rad, Crittenden, Huntington, Kerr, Linn, Miller, Morehead, 
Porter, Simmons, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, 
Sprague, Sturgeon, Tappan, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, 
Wright, and Young—24. 2 


Mr. BARROW proposed to fill the blank with 
71,257, and on that proposition demanded the yeas 
and nays, which were ordered; and the question 
being put, the proposition was passed in the af- 
firmative—yeas 25, nays 21, as follows: 


YEAS—Messra. Archer, Barrow, Bayard, Berrien, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Cathbert, Evans, Fulton, 
Graham, Henderson, Linn, McRoberts, Mangum, Merrie 
Preston, Rives, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Walker, an 


. White—25. 


NAYS—Messra. Allen, Bates, Benton, Choate, Crittenden, 
Huntington, Kerr, King, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Simrnona, 
Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tappan, 
Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—21. 


Mr. MOREHEAD expressed a wish that the 
Senate would go into executive session, for the 
purpose merely of referring a treaty which was on. 
the table. 

Objection was made by Mr. WALKER, who 
said that he had objected to the ratio fixed by the 
House of Representatives, because it left a frac- 
tion so great that only 406 additional would have 
entitled bis State to another Representative. The 
ratio just adopted he found operated equally oppres- 
sive on a free State. The State of New Hamp- 
shire has such a large fraction under it, that, by the 
addition of 106, she would be entitled to another 
Representative. By adopting a_ratio of 71,143, 
that State would get another. He had beea ine 
duced to vote against the ratio of the House, as a 
matter of justice to the State of Mississippi. The 
same sense of justice demanded that he should vote 
against this ratio, which operated so oppressively 
on New Hampshire. He therefore moved to re- 
consider the vote by which it was adopted. 

The question was put, and agreed to. 

The question recurring on the motion of Mr. 
“Barrow to fill the blank with 71,257, who with» 
drew the motion at the suggestion of 

Mr. WALKER, who now proposed to fill the 
blank with 71,143. 

Messrs EVANS and LINN said this number 
world operate equally oppressive on the State of 
Michigan, by leaving that State a very large frac- 
tion—70,755. Therefore, to avoid that, the Sen- 
ate would have to adopt a still lower ratio. 

Mr. MOREHEAD renewed his motion to go 
into executive session. 

The CHAIR said that motion was not in order, 
pending the question before the Senate. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, for the purpose of admit- 
ting the motion, moved to lay the apportionment 
bill on the table. 

Mr. WALKER demanded the yeas and nays, 
which were crdered; and the question being put, 
the motion was agreed to, by yeas 25, nays 22, 

Mr. CALHOUN moved that the Senate adjourn; 


|. but 


Mr. KERR moved that when the Senate adjourn, 
it adjourn till Monday next. 

‘Mr. BUCHANAN said that it was seldom in- 
deed that he made a call for the yeas and nays; but, 
considering the position in which his State was 
placed by the delay ef action on ihe apportionment 
bill, he was compelled to demand the yeas and 
pays. p 

The yeas and nays were ordered;and the question 
being put, it was carried in the affirmative by yeas 
27, nays 17. 

On motion of Mr. MOREHEAD, the Senate 
proceeded to the consideration of executive busi- 
ness, and, after a few minutes spent therein, ad- 
journed till Monday next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, May 27, 1842. 

Mr, MARSHALL of Maine presented the peti- 
tion of H. A. Ladd, and fifty-eight others, eitizens 
of the town of Windsor, Maine, for the establish- 
ment of a mail-route from Belfast to Augusta, in 
said State. ; 

Mr. PENDLETON, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, reported a bill to establish new 
additional military posts; and it was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. The bill 
was understood to make provision for the estab- 
lishment of a military post at the momh of the 
Columbia river, in the Oregon Territory; also, for 
the establishment of a chain of military posts from 
Council Bluffs to the Pacific ocean. 

Mr. PENDLETON moved that the bill, and the 
accompanying report, be printed; which was 
agreed to. ; 

Mr. STANLY said he was instructed by the 


ing of 5,000 extra copies. - 0 5 o A 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON objected to the printing 
of an. increased number of the report; and, after 
a: few. words from several gentlemen, the motion 
Was passed over. = a . 

“At a subsequent period of the day, however, he 
‘withdrew his objection, and the extra number was 
-otdered. - : 

My. FILLMORE said he was instructed by the 
Committee >of Ways and Means to ask per- 
mission to sit during the sitting of the House, 
He: believed some part of this day would be de- 
voted to private business, and probably some suc- 
ceeding days of this and the next week also; and 


the committee desived permission to devote them- — 


selves to. the business of the committee on those 
ays. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD moved to amend the mo- 
tion, so as to extend permission to the committee on 
the affairs of the Distriet of Columbia to sit during 
the sitting of the House to-morrow: 

“Mr. CAVE JOHNSON asked the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means if he intended 
the army bill to pass over to-day. ; 

Mr. FILLMORE said he did, so far as he was 
concerned. im 

The permission then asked for was given to the 
committees. $ 

Mr. COWEN called for the orders of the day— 
the private calendar; which he had done previous. 
ly during the progress of the preceding business. 

Mr. BARNARD rose and asked leave to call 
up a motion for the printing of an extra number 
of the report of the commissioners, conveying the 
result of their investigation of the affairs of the 
New York custom-house. This motion was some 
time since under discussion, and had been passed 
over without being disposed of; and he now desired 
it to be called up and acted upon, because it in- 
volved, among other things, the judiciary of the 
United States of the city of New York. 

After a few words from Mr. CAVE JOHN- 
SON, Mr. A. V. BROWN, and others, 

Mr. McKAY objected to the motion; and it was 
then withdrawn. 

Mr. MERIWETHER inquired whether there 
was not some unfinished business on the table—a 
motion for the reconsideration of a vote, by which 
certain bills which he had reported were commit- 
ted to the Committee-of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. COWEN again earnestly called for the or- 
ders of ihe day. 

The SPEAKER informed the gentleman from 
. Georgia [Mr. Meriwerner] that the gentleman 
{Mr. Ccsnine] who moved the reconsideration of 
the vote alluded to, was not in his seat. 

Mr. MERIWETHER replied that that was 
true; but the committee would be gratified to have 
it disposed of. 

Mr. COWEN hoped further time would not be 
consumed, which was due to the private caiendar. 

Mr. MERIWETHER moved to lay the question 
of reconsideration on the table. 

Mr. BOWNE submitted to the gentleman from 
Georgia whether it was exactly fair to press it now, 
in the absence of the mover, 

Mr. MERIWETHER said the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Cusuixa] had made his speech 
on submitting his motion, and therefore was not 
entitled to another speech; and he (Mr. MeRi- 
weTHeR) knew not, under these circumstances, 
why this motion should be hung up, because the 
gentleman from Massachusetts was absent. 

Several gentlemen inquired what the question 
was before the House? and they were informed 
that, when committees were ealled for reports on 
Wednesday, Mr MERIWETHER, írom the Com- 
mittee on Publie Expenditures, among other bills, 
reported a bill for the better regulation cf the navy, 
to repeal the act of Maren 3, 1837, providing for 
the more equal distribution of the navy pension 
fund, and to reduce the navy to a peace establish- 
ment; and a bill to reduce the military establish- 
ment of the United States, and for other purpcses; 
which were respectively read a first and second 
time, and committed to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. Ata later pe- 


Commitice.on Military “Affairs to move. the’ print- 


sideration of the vote by which these bilis were 


commitied to the Committee of the Whole; and be 


explained his intention to be. to move their refer- 
ence to the Committees on Military and Naval Af- 
fairs, respectively: He also complained, in. the 
course of the remarks with which he accompanied 
his motion, that the Committee on Public Expend- 
itures had intermeddled with-.business which did 
not come legimately before them in the prepara- 
tion of these bills. y 
_ Mr. MERIWETHER pressed his motion to lay 
on the.-table. 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN called for the ayes and 
noes thereon; and, being ordered, the motion to lay 


-iie motion to reconsider on. the table was carried 


in the affirmative—ayes 89, noes 87. 

Mr. COWEN again moved that the House 
should take up the private calendar; this being pri- 
vate bill day. 

Mr. SAMSON MASON desired. to obtain the 
discharge of the Committee of Ways and Means 
from certain estimates for the Florida militia, and 
to move their reference to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. He said he understood that commit- 
tee intended not to act upon the subject, but to 
move a change of reference of the papers to the 
Committee of Claims. He (Mr. Mason) there- 
fore desired the House to determine the proper ref- 
erence. 

Mr. STANLY moved to amend the motion, by 
striking out the words “Military Committee,” and 
insert ‘‘Comrvittee of Claims.” 

Mr. COWEN said its reference to the Commit- 
tee of Claims would inevitably cause its pos!pone- 
ment until the next session. 

Mr. LEVY hoped, if some standing committee 
of the House could not be found to act upon the 
subject, that a select committee would be appointed. 
The amount of the sum required was but small, 
and it was based upon the report of Colonel 
Churchill, who had been sent to Florida to investi- 
gate the claim. He begged also to state that it was 
desirable, owing to the great pecuniary distress ex- 
isting in Florida, that it should be paid during the 
present session; for, smallas was the amount, at the 
present period it would be of great service. 

Mr. S. MASON, in answer to a question from 
Mr. Penpuzton, said the claim was for services 
rendered by the militia of Florida. 

The papers were then transfirred to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. T. J. CAMPBELL offered the following 


resolution : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to report a bill, providing for the reduction of the reg- 
war army, in the following manner: that each compauy of 
cavalry, artillery, and infantry, be reduced to fifty men, rank 
and fiie; and that the second regiment of dragoons be disbanded 
by the ist of January, 1843, ‘That the said bill shall also. pro- 
vide for reducing the number and the pay of the staff officers of 
the army, and the ordnance; the two engineer corps to their 
number and pay previous to the act of 5th July, 1833; and for 
equalizing the pay of all officers of the same grade in the yari» 
ous corps ofthe military establishment; also, for the abolition 
or reduction of the Military Academy at West Point. 

Mr. STANLY cbjected to the reception of the 
resolution. 

The SPEAKER informed the gentleman from 
North Carolina that his objection came too late. 

Mr. STANLY and some other gentleman ex- 
pressed their astonishment to find that it was re- 
ceived without their knowledge. 

Mr. BLAIR said he understocd the resolution 
was only read for information, and not ihat it was 
received. 

The SPEAKER again stated that the resolution 
was received. ; 

Mr. STANLY called for the ayes and noes on 


į its adoption; and they were ordered. 


Mr. COWEN inquired whether the resolution 
would noi necessar'ly go over, if it gave rise to 
debate. 

The SPEAKER a:sented. 

Mr. TOLAND moved to lay the resolution on 
the table. 

Mr. BOWNE called for the ayes and nors 
thereon; but they were not ordered. 

The motion to lay the resolution on the table 
was then adopted. 

Mr. SHIELDS obtained permission to explain, 
that his vote yesterday, on the motion of Mr. 
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riod of the day, Mr. Cusaina moved a recon- » 


House should proceed to the consideration 
on the private calendar; and it was agreed. 
take np bills fromthe Senate, and bills acted upon 
in the Committee of the. Whole and. finally dise 
pose of them. 3 ee ee tan ce 

‘The following bills, acted upon by the Commite ` 
tee of the Whole, were ordered to be engrossed, 
and were then read a thiid time, and passed: ~ 

An act for the relief of William Waller. `. 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of William T. Smith. > ` ee; í 

An act for the relief of John Pratt, or his legal 
representatives. : í 

An act for the relief of Jabez Le and Asa While, 
of the State of Connecticut. 

An act for the relief of the heirs and representar 
tives of Thomas Atkinson, deceased. ie Mca 

An act for the relief of Henry J. Defrees ‘and ` 
Stephen Jenny. . l l os 2 

An act for-the relief. of David Allspach. 

An act for the relief. of Dennis Dygert. 

An act for the relief of JacobJackson. 

An act for ihe relief of Jehosophat Briggs... 

An act for the relief of Edwin H. Childers, ad= 
ministrator of John P. Hickman. r f 

An act for the relief of Charles H. Atherton. 

An act for the relief of David M: Hughes, Ch. 
Shipman, and John Henderson. ' 

An act for the relief of Jobn King. | ; 

An act for the relief of John Randall and Ch. 
York. 

An act for the relief of James Morrow and Jona- 
than Tipton. i OE 

These bills were severally ordered to be sent to 
the Senate. Te aoe 

The House read a third time and passed the fols 
lowing bills from the Senate: f l 

An act for the relief of the Plumb Island Bridge 
and Turnpike Company. 

An act for the relief of Caleb Eddy. ae 

An act for the relief of James Kiser and Bar- 
nett Foley, of Missouri. . 

Mr. COWEN then moved that. the House. re- 
solve itself into a Committee of the Whole House, 
for the purpose of taking up such private bills as 
could be passed without debate; this being the day 
on which private bills were not debatable. a 

Tbe motion was agreed to, and Mr. Tinuinorasr 
took the Chair. ‘ aro 

After which, a number of private bills were pass- 
ed upon till four o’clock; when, - 

On motion by Mr. MERIWETHER, the com- 
mittee rose; and 
The Houce adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Sarurpay, May 28, 1842. 

Mr. J. T. MASON presented the proceedings of 
a public meeting in Frostburg, Allegany coanty, 
Maryland, in favor of a tariff for revenue and pro- 
tection; also, a memorial of one hundred and 
twenty-six citizens of the same place, praying Con- 
gress to pass a tariff for the purposes of revenue 
and protection, ‘ F 

Mr. KEIM presented the petition of H. B: Bei- 
del and one hundred and six other respectable oiti- 
zens of Berks county, Pennsylvania, asking Con. 
gress to pass a protective tariff: referred to the 
Committee on Manufactures. 

The SPEAKER presented to the House a letter 
from Mr. Wintnrce, of Massachusetts, resigning 
his seat in Congress as the Representative of the 
Boston district. He assigned sickness in his fam« 
ily as the cause of his retirement. : 

“The SPEAKER also presented various commu. 
nications irom the heads of departments, among 
which were the following : - 

A leiter from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting, in obedience 10 the order of the 
House of the 14th instant, tbe information requir: 
ed in frelation to the payments made to James D. 
Doty, out of the appropriation for the erection of 
public buildings in the Territory of Wisconsin; 


ee 


‘was referred to the Committee on the Terri- 


‘toti 


A jetter from the Secretary of the Treasury, in 


obedience .to.the ‘resolution of the House of ‘the : 


~ 934 February last, transmitting tabular Statements 


showing the exports aid imports-of tobacco, to- - 


gether withthe imports. into Great Britain, and-és- 
timates of the consumption of tobacco in the Uni- 
ted States; which were ordered to lie on the table, 
and 5,000 extra copies were ordered: to be printed. 
A letter from the Seeretary of the Navy, trans- 
mitting a copy of a letter from the Commissioner 
of Pensions, of ‘the 18th instant, upon the subject 


of navy ‘pensions, to be appended to the answer of. - 
the Navy Department to- the resolution of ‘the ` 


House of the 12th ultimo; which was ordered ‘to 
lie on.the table. : E E, 

A letter from the Secretary of the Navy, trans- 
mitting, in compliance. with a resolution of the 
House of the 12th ultimo, a statement embracing 
the names of all navy pensioners under the act of 
3d March, 1837, together with. the aggregate 
amount each has received up to the-first day of 
January last; which: was ordered™“to lie on the 
table. i 

Mr. RAYNER, from the Committee on Com 
merce, reported the following bills; which were 
read a first and second time, and committed to the 
Committee of the Whole Hovse: toot 
: A bill to establish. a-new collection district for 
the Territory of Florida, to be called Suwannee 
district; and eas as i 

A bill for the relief of Samuel Lord. 

The SPEAKER submitted additional evidence 
in.the case of the contested election of the delegate 
for Fiorida; which was referred. to the Committee 
on Elections, . 

Mr. KENNEDY of Maryland, from the : Com- 
mittee on Commerce, made a report on the subject 
of commerce and navigation; which was ordered 
to be printed. 

The House then proceeded to the third reading 
of bills heretofore acted upon in committee. 
The first bill taken up was a bill for the relief 
of the heirs and representatives of John Brown, 
deceased. | i 

` Mr. CAVE JOHNSON opposed the passage of 
the bill at great length; and Mr. MOORE and Mr. 
WHITE of Louisiana supporied it. The bill 
was then passed. 

The bill for the relief of Hugh Stuart was next 
taken wp; and after a debate in which it was sup- 
ported by Messrs. BOWNE, MORGAN, THOMP. 
SON of Indiana, and WARD of New York, and 
opposed by Messrs. COWEN and MILTON 

ROWN— ' i 

Mr. ANDREWS moved the previous question; 
which was seconded, and the main question or- 
dered. 

Mr. ARNOLD called for the yeas 
which having been refused, tellers 
and appointed, 

The main question, which was on the passage of 
the bill, was taken, and resulted inayes 49, noes 62, 

No quorum voting, 

On motion by Mr. ANDREWS, 

The House adjourned. 


and nays; 
were called for 


IN SENATE. 
Monbay, May 30, 1842. 

Mr. PORTER presented a memorial from a 
number of citizens cf Michigan engaged in the 
manufacture and sale of short lumber. The pe- 
titioners state that they have to encounter great 
competition, arising from the manufacture of lum- 
ber on the Crown lands in Canada, by persons 
called squatters, They ask for protection, either 
by changing the valuation, or by an increase of the 

_duties.on lumber: referred to the Committee on 
Manufactures. 

__Mt. CRAFTS presented a petition from citizens 
of Vermont, praying an increase of duties on wool, 
te give protection to the wool-growers in the United 
States; referred to the Committee on Manufac- 
nres, ý 

Mr. BENTON presented a memorial from citi- 
zens of Lamoille county, in Vermont, praying for 
aa immediate repeal of the bankrupt law, Mr. 


; he would take this oceasion to say that it | 


“jn abill for the repealof that act, He had been 


Senate upon its unconstitutionality. On motion, 


i “provisi 
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‘was his intention, in ‘some morig hour, to bring 


looking over the law, aiid considering it in all its 
aspects; and he had come to the conclusion that it 
was not a bankrupt act in the meaning of the Con- 
stifution—that, in fact, the law was unconstitutional 
and void: -He believed that it was the duty of 
Congress to repeal it. But wheiher Congress 
thought proper. to repeal the law or not, the ques- 
tion ‘of unconstitutionality- would be carried up to 
the Supreme Court. It was his purpose, during 
some morning hour,: to present his views to the 


the petition was then ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr.: McROBERTS presented a petition from 
citizens of Montgomery county, Illinois. Mr. 
McR. said the petitioners were gentlemen of great 
respectability; some of them had been known to 
him for twenty years. The petition was ably 
drawn, and was devoted to the political relations 
of the country. He read several pass¢ges from 
the memorial, which concluded as follows: 1. They 
respectfully request. that Congress will place the 
hation in a proper state of defence. They depre- 
cate war asa national calamity; but they prefer 
war, with all its calamities, rather than submit to 
ingalt or aggression. 2. They ask a reduction of 
all public expenditures, in a ratio to the present 
prices of all agricultural or mechanical produc- 
tions. 3. That a tariff of duties be imposed for 
revenue; and that it be so adjusted as to furnish 
adequate means, with the other legitimate sources 
of revenue, to support an economical administra- 
tion of the Government. 4. To avoid a national 
debt, and pay off the presentdebt. 5. To organize 
the Oregon Territory as speedily as possible; and, 
by liberal grants of-land, to induce an immediate 
setttement of that country. 6. To-give all the en- 
couragement in the. power of Congress to the im- 
portation of the precious metals, so that all paper 
credits may be based on the only constitutional 
currency, gold and silver. The memorial was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Retrenchment. 

Mr. GRAHAM moved that the Committee on 
Claims be discharged from the further ccnsidera- 
tion of the petition and papers of Farrow and 
Harris, and that the same be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. Mr. G. said he had made 
this motion at the request of the petitioners, 

The question was discussed by Messrs. GRA- 
HAM, RIVES, YOUNG, WRIGHT, and 
ARCHER, in favor of the change proposed; and 
by Messrs. BARROW, KING, and CRITTEN. 
DEN, in opposition to it. The question being put, 
it was agreed to. 

Mr. EVANS submitted a resolution, that, until 
otherwise ordered, the same nember of messen- 
gers, laborers, and pages, employed in the Sen- 
ate chamber, and the cffice of the ecretary of the 
Senate, be continued at the rate of daily compen. 
sation now allowed them; and that the clerk in the 
cice of the presiding officer b2 continued at the 
same rate now. allowed, 

Mr. EVANS said the passage cf this resolution 
had been rendered necessary, in consequence of a 


a 


in the appropriation bill, restilcting ihe 
application of appropriations to only such officers 
as are permanent, or are expressly authorized by 
resolutions of the two Honses. No such resolu. 
tion bad been passed. Several messengers and 
clerks, whose setvices are necessary, have beon 
heretofore paid out of the contingent fund; but the 
Secretary does not feel himself anthorized to do so 
under that clause in ihe bill. S ? 


Mr. SEVIER objected to the consideration of the 
resolution then; r 


and it consequenily lies over ill 
to-morrow. 


On motion of Mr. HENDERSON, the memorial 
and papers of Wiliiam Dowson were ordered to 
be taken from the files, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Publie Lands. 

A CORPS OF REPORTERS FOR THE 8E? ; 

Mr. ARCHER, from the select oun lise ap- 
pointed to inquire into the propriety and practica- 
bility of appointing a corps of reporters for the 
Senate, sr ported thie following resolations: . 

solve at the i 
hereby, directed to AO a aa aa te pe, aoe 
five in number, for the residue of the present session and at 
the commencement ofeach succeeding session of Congress, to 


| 


Screenname nd 
report the proceedings and substance of the debates of the Ben- 
ate; who shall be sworn or affirmed faithfully to discharge the 
daties of their office, and shall be allowed a compensation, to be 
paid out of the fund forthe contingent expenzes, not exceeding 
sixty dollars per week for the principal reporter, aud. tifty dol- 
lars per week for each of the others. The business of report- 
ing shall be so conducted, that the entire report of the proceed- 
ings and debates of each day shall, within three hours after 
the adjournment, be placed in the hands of the printer. The 
publication of the report shall be committed to the publishers 
of such one of the daily papers as will engage, free from 
all charge—Ist, To publish the entire report in their daily 
papers; 2d. To furnish proofslips thereof to any. other paper 
in. the District of Columbia; and, 3d. To furnish two copies of 
the report, ‘for the use of cach member of the Senate, by 9 
o’clock on the ensuing morning. ` 

Resolved, Thata seat on the floor of the Senate shall be as- 
signed to the reporter actually on duty, by the President of the 
Senate. s 
The resolution was reád, and ordered to a sec- 
ond reading. , 

On motion cf Mr. WALKER, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration, as in committee of 
the whole; of A 

THE APPORTIONMENT BILL. 

Mr. YOUNG mgved to reconsider the vote by 
which the gumbeg of 74,391 foraratiy was re- 
jected on Fijday fast. S 

Mr. WOODBURY inquired whether the ques- 
tion pending was not on filling the blank with the 
number strickgn out. , 

Mr, GRAHAM said the pending question was 
the proposition of the Senator from Mississippi, 
to fill the biank with 71,143; therefore the motion 
of the Senator from Ilincis [Mr. Youna] was not 
in order. 

Mr. WALKER, for the purpose of admitting 
the motion, withdrew his proposition. 

Mr. YOUNG then submitted his motion to re- 
consider the vote rejecting the number 74,391, 

Mr. McROBERTS demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. WOODBURY called the attention of the 
Senate to the fact that the aggregate fraction of the 
ratio of 74,391 would be 954,785; whereby nearly 
13 Representatives would be lost. Five of the 
Northern States would have 302,210. 

Mr. WALKER asked if those five States were 
New England States? 

Mr. WRIGHT observed that one of them was 
the State of New York, which would have a frac- 
tion of 48,407. 

The question was then taken by yeas and nays 
onthe motion to reconsider, and decided in the 
negative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Bagby, Bayard, Berrien, Buchanan, 


Cathoun, Clayton, Evans, Fulton, Henderson, King, McRoberts 
Mangum, Preston, Rives, Sevier, Sturgeon, Walker, White, an 
Young—20, 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Barrow, Bates, Benton, Choate, Con. 
val, Crafts, Crittenden, Graham, Huntington, Kerr, Linn, Mer. 
ricx, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Simmons, Smith of Connecticut, 
Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tailmadge, Tappan, Wilcox, Wil 
liams, Woodbury, and Wrigiit—26. 

Phe question being on the next highest number 
proposed for filling the blank— 

Mr. BARROW moved to fill it with the ratio of 
71,257, (giving 213 members on the full raho, and 
10 cn the fractional representation; the ageregate 
fraction being 730,635—~eqnal to 10 27-100 mem- 


Mr. STURGEON asked, was it in order to move 
a number aireary rejected? 

lt was explained that this was the number with- 
drawn on Friday. Ii was, therefore, in order to 
renew the mstion to insert it 

Mr. TAPPAN called for the 
which were ordered, 

Mr. WALKER hoped the Senator from Louisi- 
ana would consent to substitute 70,555 for his prop- 
osilion of 71,257, 

Mr. KING observed that, as the fraction for 
Louisiana, under the ratio of 71,257, would be but 
2, it might be inferred that every man, woman 
and child in that State would be represented; but 
the inequaluy would be very great with regard to 
o'her States. Alabama, fer instante, would haye 
a fraction of 61,861 not represented. Hitherto he 
had voted for the sole consideration ef obiaining 
the most eligible number of Representatives: bat 
if gentlemen were looking more to fractions he 
would be compelled, in self defence, to go against 
tais proposition. It was necessary lo pay some 
regard to Vberality and justice, and not to throw 
oppressive fractions on small and growing States, 

Mr. WALKER remarked that all this showed 


yeas and nays; 


the pernicious consequences of considering the sub- 
ject..with an understanding that the printiple of 
representing fractions would be rejected. by the 
$ House. “If. this principle of representing. frac- 
tions"is rejeeted, it must lead to a. scramble for 
the“ Representatives of a minority to rule the 
whole House,. He showed that six States, with 
a population. of seven millions, would have a 
majority of. six in the House of Representatives; 
while the remaining States, with cight millions, 
would be in a minority as to representation. -He 
could not see how any number could be chosen, ir- 
respective of the principle of representing fractions, 
that would not give a minority of the popuiation 
in'six or seven States the power of controlling a 
majority in the remaining States, by a majority of 
Representatives. This evil would go on, increasing 
with every successive apportionment. He pointed 
out how seven States, wiih a majority of popula- 
Jation over New York, would have but forty-six 
Representatives, while New York would have for- 
ty-e'ght. He also pointed ont other instances of 
the kind, and showed how Pennsylvania, with a 
minority of population, would have more Repre- 
sentatives than three of the other States with & ma- 
jority of population. The fractional principle was 
the only fair principle that could iruly carry out the 
object and intention of the Constitution. Nothing 
but an adherence to the representation of fractions 
could enable the majority of the aggregate popula- 
tion to govern the aciion cf the House according to 
the ‘meaning of the Constitution, 

Mr. McROBERTS advanced many arguments 
against the number proposed by the Senator from 
Louisiana [Mr. Barrow.] He showed that great 
injustice would be done to some of the Siates. He 
pointed out that New Hampshire would have a 
fraction ef 70,803, wanting but 454 to entitle her 
to an additional member; and that Michigan, with 
a fraction of 69,753, would want but 1,504 to get 
an additional member also. 

Mr. PORTER concurred that there would bo 
great injustice in this selection. 

' Mr. CALHOUN observed that, Jet the result be 
what it might with regard to South Carolina, he 
felt bound, on a principle of justice, to give the ad- 
vantage, in the distribution of inevitable fractions, 
to the new States and the small States. 

Mr. BAGBY considered it of more importance 
to vote in favor of a large ratio, than in reference 
to the effect with regard to fractions. He contended 
that population was continually changing; and 
what may operate injuricusly to some States in the 
distribution of fractions now, may act favorably to 
them at the next apportionment. 

With regard to the number of which the House 
should be composed, he contended that the true 
democratic principle was, not to select the largest 
possible number, but a number in whose hands the 
trust confided by the people to their Representatives 
would be most safe, and best carried out. That 
safety consisted in the careful selection of trustees, 
more than in the great number. He regretted that 
any choice of ratio made should operate unfavora- 
bly on an individual State, such as his own, or the 
State of Michigan; but it was not the effect which 
a great principle might have pon one or two 
States that was to be considered, bat the importance 
of the principle, in its largest and widest operation, 
with regard to the whole. 

He was astonished to hear the assertion of the 
honorable Senaior. behind him [Mr, Auten] the 
other day, that he would prefer to see the House 
consist of 5,000 rather than 200. Now, I ask, if 
human reason can conceive of the possibility of a 
number so large being capable of conducting the 
business of legislation, The gentleman wishes a 
fireside representation—a broad and full repre- 
sentation of the varied interests of the whole eom- 
munity. Yes, sir, if you can represent a reflecting, 
a thinking community, by a worthy representation, 
I would be in favor of it; but, sir, it is one of the 
popular fallacies, the illesion of the day. As has 
been well said, “If every man were a Socrates, 
Athens would still be a mob.” It is a property of 
human nature, and itis in vain to seek to alter it. 
Without regard, then, to the effect it may have on 
the State which I represent—upon the large or the 
small States—upon one section of the country, or 
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of basing the great Democracy on ‘that foundation 
on which the founders of the Constitution designed 
it should be based. ete A 

Mr. ALLEN said the Senator had slightly: mis- 


apprehended the declaration he had made; which | 
.. was, that he would rather see the House consist of 
a large number than a small one, because: he con- 


sidered a reduction of that body as. tantamount to 
its destruction. - í i l 

Mr. A. commented at some lengihon the assumed 
rule that the true Demceratic prineiple was in 
favor of a limited number, instead of one com- 
mensurate with the number of those to be repre. 
sented. This principle would lead to the concen- 
tration of power in the hands of a few, and, final- 
ly, in those of one man. He maintained the 
doctrine that in the multitude of counseilors there 
is safety. His conviction was, that it ill became 
the Senate—essentially an aristocratic body—to ex- 
ercise a dictatorial power in the adjusiment of the 
number of Representatives of the popular branch 
of the National Legislature. He could not agree 
with the Senator from Alabama in the posilions he 
assumed in favor of a diminished number of Repre- 
sentatives. z 

Mr. WOODBURY: called the attention of the 
Senate to the fact that the fraction left to New 
Hampshire wanted but 400 to entitle that State to 
another Representative. It was well known ‘hat 
he was in favor of a mech smaller ratio than that 
now proposed; in fact, he was in favor of the ratio 
that would increase the number of Representatives 
about 12 percent. If the raiio of 70,680 was ta- 
ken, it would reduce the aggregate fraction 200,000, 
and reduce the number of Representatives lost by 
fractions, two members, For these reasons, he 
would prefer a ratio of 70,680 to one of 71,254. 

Mr. WALKER would prefer 70,755 to 70,680. 
He would, for reasons stated, not vote for either 
71,143 or 71,257; but would for 70,755, because it 
would do less injustice to the smaller States. 

Mr. BARROW explained that he was not par- 
ticularly in favor of a high ratio; but he had dis- 
covered, through the progress of the debate last 
week, that. the number of those in favor of a high 
ratio was increasing; and he thought it most pru- 
dent to sirike in timeat that medium ratio, which 
would leave the least fraction to Louisiana. He 
pointed out how other Senators had been influ- 
enced in the same way. But the truth was, that, 
with regard to the best number to compose the 
House, he was in favor of 50,000 as a ratio to pro- 
duce that number. There were, however, reasous 
which had decided him to propose 71,257. He 
was not desirous of oppressing any small or new 
State; and therefore he was disposed to withdraw 
his proposition, as it appeared such would be its 
effect; and, if possible, to do justice to New 
Hampshire and Michigan. For the purpose of 
testing whether the Senate was in favor of a small 
or large ratio, he now proposed another number— 
70,680; and gave notice that, if rejected, he would 
go against every proposition till the ratio came 
dewn to 50,000. 

Mir. HENDERSON approved of 70,680, be- 
cause it left the smallest aggregate fraction, and 
was best calculated to satisfy most of the States. 

Mr. BAGBY explained that He did not say three 
Representatives would be as safe asa larger rum- 
ber. But what he did say was, that the number 
should be confined to that which was best caleula- 
ted to transact the business of legislation, while, at 
the same time, it was sufficiently large to insure a 
safe representation. His proposition was to place 
the rights of the people in the hands of such tres- 
tees as would best secure the trust, and at the same 
time exercise the trust itself most efficiently. 

The question was, whether the number of Rep- 
resentatives should be large or small. He admitted 
that there was an essential principle to be consid- 
ered; and that was, that the several States of the 
Confederation should be represented in the Na- 


tional Council according to respective numbers. 


Bat this principle could be fully carried ont with 
a choice and select number of Representatives, 
much better than by a very numerous body. 

He denied that the Senate was, in its action or 


| construction, aristocratic; or that there Wasany such 


upon another section—I go for the great principle ` 


` ties of legislation, 


rivalry and compulsion as the Senator from Ohio 
imagined, between it and the House of Representa- 

tives. “The same constituency, in. point ‘of. fact, .. 
controlled: both. bodies} their trusts, their. origin, 
were the same. This was not only:a constitutional 
oceasion for the Senate to express its seutiments, ` 
but ‘a proper one; for it was his belief that the ' 
order—the utility—he would. go farther,.and say 


‘the perpetuity of this Government depended upon 


keeping the number of which the House-of Repre- 
sentatives was to be composed, within safe limits, | 
The great questicn now at issue before the Sen- 
ate was, not as to the local effects of fractions, but 
as to the re-construction of the number composing 
the House, to effect the purposes for. which it was 
intended. He wonld go for the highest number 
suggested, in preference. to any other; bat if that 
could not be had, he would go‘for the next highest 
in succession; and therefore, as the question now 
came on 70,680, he would vote for it, because he 
preferred it to a smaller ratio. - : Sepan 
Mr. ALLEN replied to some.of the arguments 
made use of by the Senator from Alabama [Mr. 
Bacsy.]. He pointed out the contradiction of the 
terms assumed by those opposed to a numerous 
representation, One of these terms. was, that a 
House consisting of four or five hundred members 
would control the Government, and absorb all power; 
at the same time it was contended that so numerous 
a Louse would be wholly ineflicient for performing ` 


legislative lusiuess, or for any purpose whatever. 


Flow could both terms of this proposition be true? 
e also adverted to the inconsistency of maintain- 
ing that the Senate did not claim superiority over 
the House, but merely stood upon its equality; yet, 
in action, the Senate was now exercising a dicta- 
torial ascendancy over the House, by controlling it ` 
in the very principle of its own organization.. Of 
all powers in the world, 'the power of legislation 
ought to be confided to many hands, in preference 
to few; because it was a power to make laws to 
bind the community itself, from whichall power 
emanates. : 

Mr. CRITTENDEN observed that Tennessee 
had not any Senators here; and he would, there- 
fore, state that, by the proposed ratio of 70,680, 
that Siate would be left with the largest fraction of 
any of the States. : 

He replied at some length to those arguments 
which bad been offered against a large number. of 
Representatives, contending that nothing bad been 
urged capab'e of changing his mind. It seemed to 
him that it was sublimating too much to try to cut 
down the number of Representatives soas, to 
square with the mere theoretical notions of ab- 
stract principles entertained by some Senators. It 
seemed as if the Senate was acting upon a self-as- 
sumption of being doubly as wise as those who 
framed the Constitution. The framers of the Con- 
stitution were for a long time in favor of a much 
larger representation than 30,000; and a much 
lower ratio was actually considered necessary, to 
give proper weight to the immediate and direct 
popular will in the action of the Government, 
Yet, now, genilemen assume to be so much wiser 
than the framers of the Constitution, that, not 
content with receding frem the expression of the 
popular will by doubling. the. ratio, they cut 
down the number of Representatives, in spite of the 
inerease of population. 

Mr. PRESTON observed, that the Senate hay- 
ing adopted the principle of representing fractions, 
it seemed to him to be improper now to be acting 
in view of effects to be produced by the rejection 
of that principle elsewhere. He concurred, for the 
most pari, in the wise and just sentiments so well 
and so eloquently expressed by the Senator from 
Alabama, [Mr. Bacsy;] and he regretted. that.the 
Senate hitherto had not had the benefit of that 
Senator’s participation in diseassions which he had 
shown himself to-day so competent toenlighten. 

The primary purpose of the House of Represent- 
atives was that of performing its share of the du- 
It had other and subsidiary 
duties; but they were subordinate to the primary 
object he had mentioned. ; 

He contended that the popular will was best ex- 
pressed in the General Assemblies of the States. 
This Government was one of'a confederation of 


3 i Phe. Representatives in the National’ Le- 
gisiatare were the Representatives of the people of 


heir confederated States; and it would be subvers- 
ive of themany objects of'a confederated Govern- 


mass being felt as.a controlling impulse upon na- 
ational legislation... He: then objected, not to the 


prevalence of Democratie principles in the States - 


themselves, but in- national legislation; because i 
was an impulse inconsistent with the objects of 
legislation: here, and subversive. of ‘all ihe good 
effects of a confederated Government. While this 
body is removed from immediate contact with the 
peopie, he: would look to the principle’ that the ele- 
ments of the other House-should be derived from 

` the people immediately; but this was not inconsist- 
ent with the propriety of guarding ‘against the ex- 
ternal impulse of popular will, and limiting it to 
representation—that representation being regulated, 
in point of number, by considerations of efficiency, 
propriety, and expediency. . 

He pointed out that, if the same ratio of increase 
mow. proposed by the bill from the House was 
to be followed up. for the next two periods of ap- 
Pottionment, the House, in five and twenty years, 
would consist. of more than a thousand members. 
He knew this was-a delicate matter to adjust; but 
the adjustment was to be made. He did not agree 

: With’ the Senator from Kentueky, that it was ne- 
cessary,to have a very numerous House of Repre- 
Sehlatives, where gentlemen might go to school to 
learn the science of.government, as if those sent 
there by iheir constituents were not already well- 
informed and educated men. He conceived their con- 
Blituents did- not elect them to go to schoo); but to 
yepresent their interests in the councils of the nation, 
His judgment went with the Senator from Alabas 
ma, [Mr. Baany,] and he concurred with him in 
‘the course of continuing to vote in succession for 
the highest number of the ratios proposed. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN explained in relation to 
‘observations he had made, upon which the Senator 
from South Carolina (Mr. Preston] had com- 
mented, with regard to the advantages of the 
House of Representatives being a high school. He 
did not mean to say that it was to be a school where 
gentlemen were to learn their grammar; but that it 
‘was to be regarded as a school of men, where gen- 
tlemen would learn something which they did not 
learn at home ia their own schools. The Senator 
knew best whether he had ever learned anything in 
the school of the national councils; and if he felt 
that he had, he must feel satisfied that other gentle- 
men might learn something in the House of Rep- 
tesentatives. ; ; 

Mr. PRESTON explained that he did not treat 
the Senator’s remark as a very leading argument; 
but he had referred to.it on account of its being an 
argument of the Senator from Kentucky, from 
whom every thing that falls is entitled to great 
weight, and he did niot wish it to go for more than 
it was worth, So far as he was himself Concerned 
he felt, when he first came to this body, that he 
was coming to school to learn something new ; but 
he also felt that it was not the Object of his con- 
stituents to send him for the mere purpose of com- 
ing to school. i 

Mr. CRITTENDEN observed that the gen- 
tleman and himself would have an end to this sub- 
jeet if he would only make him one promise—and 
that was, to read a number of the Federalist on the 
subject, to which he peinted his attention. It was 
not his opinion, but that of Mr. Madison; and if 
there is such poverty in the idea as the Senator 
supposed, it was not his, but Mr. Madison’s idea 
he condemned. 


Mr. PRESTON would not reply to the Senator, 


by recommending him to go to school, But he 
hoped the Senator would admit that he had learned, 
in the school of this debate, that it was necessary to 
use as leading arguments only such as were based 
upon some application entitling them to be classed 
as leading arguments. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN briefly replied, and the 
< Subject dropped, 
ie TALLMA 


xpressed his desire to 
‘ates all the benefit pos» 
actions, l ; 

of Representatives 


ment.. to admit of the. pulse’ of- the democratic. 


_leave a fraction of €9,000 to 


which ought” to constituie the House, he would 
say. that it was desirable seme mode should be 


‘devised of arriving at a Tule to govern the subject. 


He regretted: that the Constitution -had not. fixed 
limitation, “There was, ia the nature of its consti- 


` tution, a limit of probability with regard to the 


Senate. It had already: doubled in its nnmber 
since the adoption of the Constitution. The num- 
ber would probably soon be increased to sixty; but 
there seemed to be little chance that it should at 
any time exceed sixty-two. : i 

He showed the principles’on which the House 
of Representatives of the Siate of New York. had 
been constructed. . The Senate was established at 
32, and the House at 128—being four times that 
of the Senate. In Pennsylvania, the ratio between 
the Senate and House is as one to three. He 
knew of. no State, except Massachusetts, that ex- 


‘ceeded the ratio of New York; which was as one 


to four. : 

There ought to be some fixed principle; because, 
if it was not done, in twenty-five years a popula- 
tion of thirty-four millions would demand a House 
of double the present number. His own opinion 
was, that this was the proper. time to fix ihe maxi- 
mum. He thought that ought, in any case, never 
to exceed the present number of 242. If the 
representation from New York should be reduced 
to twenty, instead of forty, he was perfectly satis- 
fied the interests of that State would be just as 
well represented with those twenty as with forty 
members. ` 

According to the practice of the State institu- 
tions, the maximum of the ratio between the Sen- 
ates and popular branches of legislation, would be 
one to four. He thought, if that- ratio now was 
proposed, the House would consist of a proper 
number. At the next apportionment, by applying 
the rule—supposing the Senate by that time to con- 
sist of sixty members—the number of Representa- 
tives in the other House would be 240—about the 
number of which it is now composed. He was, 
therefore, in favor of the motion under considera- 
uon. 

Mr. WRIGHT would be very glad to conform 
to the ruie laid down by his colleague, if he could, 
with his sense of propriety, do so, 

He had already stated the principles by which 
he would be actuated in his vote. He denied that 
there was any analogy between the constitution of 
the State Legislatures and the Federal Legislature. 
Their construction was different, and regulated up- 
on different premises, 

Mr. KING would not have risen at all, were it 
not for an observation made by the Senator from 
Louisiana, [Mr. Barrow,] that he (Mr. K.) was 
actuated by the effect of the fractions on his own 
State. The Senator had admitted that he was him- 
self actuated by such a consideration with regard 
to his own State. But he (Mr. K.) would point 
out several propositions for which he had voted 
without reference to the effect of the ratio on Ala- 
bama. He now wai, however, driven by the course 
gentlemen had taken, to ask, Was it equitab'e to 
l Alabama? Would 
it not be better to endeavor to do substantial justice, 
not only to the several States, but to them section- 
ally considered? . ` 

He was in favor of a number not teo great or 
too small, but such as would most conveniently 
represent the popular will, He believed, if the 
rule proposed by the Senator from New York [Mr. 
TALLMADGE] was adopted, it would produce a salu- 
tary effect. 

Mr. YOUNG conceived the injunction of the 
Constitution to be, that each State should be rep- 
resented in the ratio of its population. This could 
not be, if the proposed ratio of 70,680 was adopt- 
ed, and Alabama was left with a fraction of 
65,000 unrepresented. He rose to express his dis- 
sent from the rule laid down by the Senator from 
Alabama, [Mr. Bacsy,] and the Senator from 
South Carolina, [Mr. PRESTON,] that the number 
most convenient for the constitution of the Honse 
ought to be chosen without reference to the effect 
of fractions. 

Mr. PRESTON observed that the Senator had 
adopied the principle of representing fractions, If 
th §Senate now adopted a ratio subject to that 
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principle, and the House should strike out the 
amendment to represent fractions, the Senate then 
could amend its ratio. ` 

Mr. YOUNG admitted that, if the principle of 
representing fractions was to continue in the bil), 
all objection would be removed; but as it was not 
likely the House would consent to that principle, 
he thought that, inasmuch as it is not practicable 
to choose such a number as can operate with per- 
fect equality, it was the duty of Congress to ap- 
proximate as nearly as possible to the equality con- 
templated by the Constitution, 

Mr. BAGBY had set out with the principle, that 
the Constitution required that representation 
should be as ample as possible, and as equal as 
possible. He would merely add, that, in consider- 
ing one of these objects, it must be done in refer- 
ence to the other. This would necessarily lead to 
a limitation, such as he conceived would designate 
a number competent and proper to constitute the 
House. 

The question now being on Mr. Barrow’s mo- 
tion to fill the blank with 70,680, (the number 
suggested by Mr. Bucnanan, and for wbich Mr. 
Barrow bad withdrawn his previous proposition 
of 71,254)— 

The yeas and nays were demanded on it, which 
were ordered; and, being taken, resulted as fole 
lows—yeas 28, nays 18: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Bagby, Barrow, Bayard, Berrien, 
Buchanan, Calhoun, Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Cuthbert, Evans, 
Fulton, Graham, Headerson, Linn, McRoberts, Mangum, Mer- 
rick, Porter, Preston, Rives, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, 
Walker, White, and Williams-~28, 

NAYS —Messrs. Allen, Bates, Benton, Choate, Crittenden, 


Huntington, Kerr, King, Morehead, Simmons, Smith of Con- 
necticut, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tappan, Wilcox, Wood: 


| bury, Wright, and Young—i8, 


So this number was adopted asa ratio; which 
will give a House of 217 members if fractions be 
not represented, and 224 if fractions be represent- 
cd, on the principle adopted by the Senate, allow- 
ing an additional member to each State whose 
fraction shall exceed a moiety of the ratio. 

The following table shows the apportionment to 
each State, and the r anrepresented fractions: 


, Representatives. Fractions. 
Maine - 7 


New Hampshire -~ 4 1,854 
Massachusetts - 10 30,899 
Rhode Island a 1 38,148 
Connecticut > 4 27,288 
Vermont - 4 9,228 
New York - 34 25,799 
140,249 

New Jersey =. 5 19,636 
Pennsylvania - 24 27,687 
Delaware - 1 6,363 
Maryland - 6 10,044 
63,730 

Michigan a 3 227 
Ohio - 2l 35,786 
Indiana. . 9 49,745 
Illinois ~ 6 51,971 
137,129 

Kentucky - 19 125 
Missouri - 5 7,006 
Tennessee = 10 49,186 
Mississippi ~ 4 14.847 
Arkansas x 1 18,920 
Louisiana ` 4 2310 
92,394 

Virginia “ 15 2 
North Carolina - 9 18,972 
South Carolina - 6 39,503 
penis - 8 13,574 
labama - 6 65,263 
137.314 


ee 


Mr. PRESTON moved that the Senate proceed 
to the consideration of executive business, 
The CHAIR (Mr, Bayarp) said the motion was 


“not in order pending the question on the apportion- 
~ ment bill. es & 
Mr. PRESTON then moved to lay the bill on-the 


stable, to enable him to submit the motion to go into 


_executive session. ay è 
The quëstion was. put, and disagreed to, on a 
count, by ayes 21, noes 22. / f 
- The CHAIR announced that the next question 
in-order was on concurring with the Committee on 
the Judiciary in the remaining amendment, pro- 
posing to strike out that portion of the bill making 
it obligatory on the States.to adopt the district sys- 
tem of representation, each district to be composed 
of contiguous territory, and to return but one Rep- 
resentative; and to substitute a provision, leaving 
it optional with the States to adopt ‘either the dis- 
trict or general-ticket system, but retaining that 
portion requiring that the disiricts shall be of con- 
tiguous territory, sending one Representative, if the 
district system should be preferred. i 
Mr. ALLEN moved to strike out the whole of 

‘the second section of the bill, embracing the propo- 
sition of the Judiciary Committee to amend it, in 
the following words: 

‘Bc. 2. And be it further enacted, That, in every case 
when a State is entitled to more than one Representative, [the 
number to which each State shall be entitled under this appor- 
tionment. shall be elected by districts, cemposed of contiguous 
territory, equal in number to the number of Representatives to 
which said State may be entitled —no one district electing more 
than one Representative,] and the election in such State shall, 
under the luws thereof, be made by districts, such districts 
Shall be composed of contiguous territory, and each shall con- 
tain a representative population egual tothe number which, 
by the existing ratio, shall be required for one member, as 
nearly as may be; and no one district shall elect more than 
one member. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN inquired whether it was in 
order to make the motion pending the amendment 
of the committee undisposed of, 

The CHAIR decided that it was. 


Mr. HUNTINGTON said it must be obvious 
that the bill could not be disposed of this evening, 
and he therefore moved to lay it on ‘the table for 
the purpose of submitting a motion to proceed 
to executive business, 

The question was put on these motions, and 
agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the consid- 
eration of executive business; and, after some time 
spent therein, the doors were. opened; and, having 
disposed of the numerous House bills on the table 
by causing them to be read twice and appropriately 
referred, 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, May 30, 1842. 

Mr. McKENNAN, who has been elected to 
supply the vacancy cccasioned by the death of the 
late Mr. Lawrence of Pennsylvania, was this 
morning sworn, and he then took his seat, 

Mr. VAN BUREN presented the memorial of 
Thomas Copeland, relating to his claim as master 
machinist at Alleghany arsenal in 1836, ’7 and ’8. 

Mr. GWIN offered a resolution to change the 
hour of sitting of ihe House, from the Ist June to 
the end of the session, viz: to change the hour of 
meeting from 11 to 10 o’clock, and to take a daily 
recess from 1 to 3 o’clock. 

Mr. CALHOUN inquired if resolutions were 
not regularly in order to-day. If so, he hoped they 
would be called for in the usual manner. 

Mr. JAMES moved to amend the resolution, by 
striking out the last clause, so as to dispense with 
a recess. 

Mr. FILLMORE objected to the resolution, on 
the ground that, if it went into operation on the 
Ist June, it would interfere with a special order for 
that day. If, however, the gentleman from Mis- 
sissippi would substitute next Monday for the Ist 
June, he would have no objection. i 

Mr. COWEN moved to amend the resolution, 
by changing the hours for the recess to from half- 
past 2 to 4 o’clock, instead of from 1 to 3. _ 

Mr. RIGGS objected to the whole recolution. 

Mr. ANDREWS, also, was understood to ob- 
ject. . 

: Mr. GWIN moved a suspension of the rules for 
the reception of the resolution. 

Mr. EVERETT inquired if the previous ques- 
tion was not pending when the House adjourned 


` posed of, this business was not out of order? 


‘on Saturday; and, if so, whether, with- ihat undis- 


The SPEAKER’s explanation was not heard 


distinctly; but he was understood to overrule the 


objection. : ; 
” Mir: GWIN again moved a suspension of the 
rules. -. nae B 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON called for the ayes and 
noes. ` : : 

Mr. BLACK inquired if the reception of resolu- 


tions was not the order of business for to-day ; and, © 


if so, whether it was necessary to suspend .the 
rules. 
Mr: CARUTHERS made a like observation. 


The SPEAKER was understood to say that the | 


resolution had not been offered conformably. with 
that order of business. f 

Mr. CALHOUN hoped the gentleman from 
Mississippi would withdraw the resolution, and 
offer it again when resolutions from Mississippi 
were in order; as this would dispense with the sus- 
pension of the rules. j 

The SPEAKER put the question on the suspen- 


‘sion of the rules, and said he. thought the noes 


had it. ‘ f 

_ Mr. GWIN called for the ayes ahd noes; and, 
being ordered, the rules were not saspended—two- 
thirds not voting in the affirmative. The vote was, 
ayes 97, noes 67. 

Mr. FILLMORE then offered a resolation to fix 
5 o’clock on Tuesday for the termination of debate 
in Committee of the Whole on the army appropri- 
ation bill. He said he offered the resolution for the 
purpose of taking the sense of the House upon it— 
both as to the day and the time—not feeling partic- 
ularly anxious himself what time should be fixed ; 
but the House would certainly see the propriety of 
fixing some restriction on the time. 

Mr. MORGAN moved the previous question. 

Mr. FESSENDEN inquired whether to-morrow, 
and the day succeeding, were not appropriated to 
special business of the District of Columbia. 

The SPEAKER said Wednesday anc Thursday 
were the days set apart for the business of the Dis- 
trict. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON begged to ask the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means when 
he thought he would be able to report a revenue bill. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he was not now prepared 
to say, but he thought he should. be ready during 
the present week. 

Mr. RHETT inquired how long this bill had 
been under discussion, ; 

Mr. PROFFIT. ‘Three days, and very few gen- 
tlemen have yet spoken. 

Mr. RHETT. With such a statement, and in 
consideration that the committee had not progressed 
beyond the first clause, he would move to lay the 
resolution on the table. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON called for the ayes and 
noes thereon. 


The ayes and noes were ordered, and the resolu- 
tion was laid on the table: ayes 100, noes 75. 


- Mr. MERIWETHER asked the consent of the 
House to submit a resolution. 


Mr. PROFFIT. Let it be understood that it is 
read for information only, and that it is not re- 
ceived, 

The Clerk read the resolution as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy communicate to 
this House all orders issued to the several nayy-yards from 
that department, since the first of May instant, in reference to 
the building, equipping, fitting out, and launching of vessels; 
and whether any dismissals have been made since the Ist of 
May instant, of carpenters and ship-builders, or other work- 
men at said navy-yards; and ifso, for what cause, and the num- 
per; and what increase may have been made in the number of 
said workmen, at any time sincethe Ist January last. 


Mr. MORGAN objected to the reception of the 
resolution. 

Mr. PROFFIT also objected, unless it were al- 
lowed to be debatable. 

Mr. MERIWETHER moved a suspension of 
the rale. 

Mr. PROFFIT called for the ayes and noes, but 
they were not ordered; and the rules were suspend- 
ed by a majority of 111 to 30. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD then called for the pre- 
vious question, which was sustained by the 
House, l 


< Mr; TOLAND made. some ‘suggestion: to the 
mover of the resolution, which was not heard. 
Mr. MERIWETHER. then; was understood to 
say that he would ` modify his resolution by: add- 
ing.a call for all correspondence in reference to the , 
subjects and. matters embraced in the resolutions 


Mr. CUSHING objecied to all amendments; the 


previous question having been‘ ordered, and:dis- 
cussion ‘being prevented. ee nee 
The SPEAKER decided ‘that the resolution was 
not now aniendable. ; š ; 
The resolution, in its. original shape, was then 
adopted. n FERA 
-On motion by Mr. COWEN, the House’ pro- 
ceeded to the consideration. of the special order, 
being the adverse report of the Committee- of 
Claims on the memorial of: Luther Halsey on the 
subject of hospitals on the ‘Western waters. ~ 
After a debate, in which the report was advo- 
cated by Messrs. COWEN and JOHNSON: of 
Tennessee, and opposed by Messrs. W. W, IR- 
WIN, UNDERWOOD, and POPE— ... 
Mr. FILLMORE, moved to lay the report on 
the table; which motion was carried. 7 
Mr. FILLMORE: inquired 
of the day? ` , ; 
The SPEAKER replied that this was resolation 


dày. ; oe 
Mr. UNDERWOOD moved that the bills rela~' 

ting to the District of Columbia be printed, so, that 

they may be ready for the action of the House on 


what was the order 


Wednesday next; for which day they have been 
made the special order: agreed to. ; 
Mr. HOPKINS moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of . 

the Union. 

Mr. STANLY called for the yeas and nays on 
the question; but they were not -ordered by. the 
‘House. > ; seas 

The question was then taken by count, and: cara 
ried in the affirmative—ayes 103, noes not counted. - 

So the House resolved itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Uhion, (Mr. UNDER- 
woop of Kentucky in the chair,)iand resumed fhe 
consideration of the bill making appropriations’ for 
the army for the year 1842. $ 7 


our peaceful relations would not be disturbed. He 
had endeavored to show that nothing serious was 
to be apprehended as to Mexico. 
had, in fact, existed there since 1834. The coun- 
try had been the scene of revolutions ever since; 
and its domestic condition was such as to render it 
unable to annoy us. Theretore, unless it were 
packed and sustained by some ôr the European 
Governmenis, no danger whatever was to be ape 


prebended. He did not believe that any Govern- 
ment in Europe would interfere between us and 
Mexico. There was no hostility or prejadice on 
the part of the people in Europe to our institutions 
and Government. He knew there existed a con- 
siderable degree of -hostility to us and our institu- 
tions on the part of the Governments of Europe; 
but there was a wide distinction between the ` peo- 
ple and their Governments. It was the interest of 
the reigning dynasties, with some tare exceptions—— 
and among these, in the first class, he was happy to 
name France, our ancient and honored ally —~to.re- 
pudiate our advances in civil liberty. — It was nate: 
ural that they should be hostile; but the day. was 
fast passing away when the people, or any portion 
of them, would sympathize wiih the ruling powers 
in their hostility, He. believed that no warlike 


urposes against out institutions and country would 
be Daten ced by the people of Europe. Ashe 
had said. in his remarks the other day, the time was 
fast approaching when all the attention, of those 
Governments. would be required to be directed to 
affairs at home; and all their wisdom, forecast, and 
care, taxed to prevent revolution among thema 


Wi 
ight, be bound together by a thousand proud 
‘zéepllections of the past, and proudér hopes ‘of the 
fature. ~The only admonition it afforded was, that 
we should be-upon’ our: guard, stand. closer and 
; closer to each other, in order to defend and cherish 
i titutions of our country. -The beauty-of our 
adeed, reflected. the deform of European in- 
stitutions: The people of the United States would 
wnderstarid® the: true character ofany: war that. 
. might be waged insidiously upon ‘them, and would 
take their position accordingly. For his own patt, | 
he dreaded nothing from England; and had merely 
thrown out these suggestions in answer to the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts.  _ 
‘He would. ask the attention of the committee to 
a few statistics connected with the subject. He | 
had erroneously stated the number of the army at 
. present at 10,874. In this he was wrong, and his 
eftor consisted in enumerating the staff at 1,000, 
instead of 548, as ‘appeared: from official docu- 
ments. This made the army less than what ‘he 
had-estimateditat -00 000 VO 
He had said that the Secretary of War estimated 
two. regiments as necessary to carry on operations 
in Florida. He considered that 1,600 men (and 
this was not less than military men had computed 
as sufficient) were amply competent to bring the 
war in that Territory to a close. He thought, by 
deducting one or two hundred men from the force, 
and supposing that that war would not last forever— 
a war which ‘had exhausted our Treasury, and 
brought reproach upon our arms; a war with a 
handful of savages, which had lasted as long asthe | 
siege of Troy; a war in which we were told but | 
150-warriors were engaged—surely 1,600 soldiers 
would. be sufficient: to setile the remaining account 
, With this ‘handful of Indians; and, hoping he should 
Þe pardoned for a slight digression, that war ought 
to be ended. The Secretary of War had declared 
it was, whilst the Representative from Florida said 
it was not yet over. He (Mr. G ) thought, so long 
as it was conducted upon present principles, it 
never would end, When he looked back to past 
experience, he was convinced that the best, the 
cheapest, and, indeed, the most humane mode of | 
terminating it, would be, not by armies and appro- 
priations, but by giving land to settlers, who would 
occapy it, and fight the Indians in their hunting 
shirts. Let that be done; and he imagined we 
sbould'hear of no more murders, and no more re- 
ports from the War Department. Let not gentle- 
men Say it was more cruel to kill the Indians by 
men who pursted them as if they were hunting 
deer, than by organized corps of infantry and artile 
Jery. Let them look to the-ancient history of the. 
country, (if it could be said to-have an ancient his- 


tory,) and they would find that, though. regular 
bands of soldiers marched against the Indians, they 
went but to be disgraced, and would have continued 
to be disgraced, but for the hunters of the back- 
woods, with George Washington at their head. 
But he forbore to present this subject further at 
present, as he was aware that a scheme would be 


brought before Congress. i 
| 


He proceeded to say that the staff admitted of a 
great reduction from its present numbers. Also, 
he thought reduction might very well take place in | 
the engineer department, in the military stere- 
keepers’ department, in the number of artificers, 
andin the departments of the quartermaster and 
paymaster general. The United States army had, 
in fact, been upon a war establishment since 1838; 
and the Florida war was given as the cause. West 
Point Academy was put down as a part, and the 
cadets were included in the enumeration of the 

“force of the ‘army. It was considered as a part 


the Eas 
“York, Niagara, Sackett’s 


Onging to the Eastern division of the army. 
enumerated. the forée stationed at the | 


posts in 


= ‘Harbor, Maine; Fort 
Hamilton, and Fortress ‘Monroe—as showing a 
large “number of troops to. be. concentrated 
within the Eastern division.. These troops, he 
contended, were evidently brought. there with 
the expectation . that: there would’ be a rap- 
ture with England, in relation: to the. North- 


eastern frontier. In regard to. that matter, thé - 


State of Maine had recently appointed commis- 


sioners; ard: there was- a minister plenipotentiary . 


in Washington authorized to treat in behalf of the 
British Goveřnment. Under these circumstances, 
he thought. we. were warranted in supposing that 
there would be a continuance of the pacific relations 
now existing between. Eùgland and ourselves: In 


peace, if the States did their duty to their militia— _. 
if they did one-half of what- they should towards - 


that neglected, but useful. and invaluable bulwark 
of defence—bata small force would be required 
in eur army; nothing more than a mere police, and 
a nucleus around which a larger army might be 
formed. : 

It was not possible or desirable to drill the mili- 
tia-as solders are; yet, by proper classification and 
arrangement of them, according to age and other 
circumstances, they might be prepared for war at 
but a short notice. The experience of the camp, 
he maintained, was necessary to make a perfect 
soldier.. It was as. necessary to -those regularly 
enlisted in the army, as it was to the militia. It 
was necessary for the purpcse of counteracting the 
bad habits acquired. from lounging about in gar- 
risons. The genius of our institutions, too, taught 
us that we should not rely too much upon a mer- 
cenary soldiery. A standing army was not our 
safest reliance. Every citizen in the Republic was 
enrolled in the militia, and every consideration 
taught us to look to that as our best defence. 
True, we should not be ready with it alone, 
to go to warina moment. This was, if he might 
be allowed to use the term, one of the inconveni- 
ences of a republican form of government. It 
was an inconvenience, however, greatly connter- 
balanced by superior advantages. We were not 
prepared to go to war so soon as a monarchy, 
with its millions of revenue extorted from a suffer- 
ing people, and its forces by sea and land, which 
it was compelled to keep, in order to sustain its 
own power. In the United States, every citizen 
was a soldier, and every Soldier a citizen. He 
had adverted to these circumstances, in order to 
show that the army might be reduced within a 
smaller compass. 

But his main purpose was to cali attention to 
the abuses in the military establishment of the 
country, and to suggést some remedy. He was 
not one of those who thought it only necessary to 
prove that abuses existed, without proposing any 
mode by which they might be remedied; and it was 
farthest from his intention to point them out for 
the purpose of wounding the feelings of particular 
men inthe service. Tne gentleman from North 
Carolina, [Mr. McKay,] who seemed to. be well 
acquainted with the subject, had already pointed 
out many abuses to the committee. In addition to 
what had been stated, he would name a few items 
which he considered as extravagant and waste- 
ful. For “commutation of officers? subsistence, 
$527,264;” “commutation of forage for officers’ 
horses, $116,971;” “commutation of clothing for 
officers’ servants, $80,240;” ‘“ransportation of off- 
cers’ baggage when travelling on duty without 
troops, $65,000.” All these items he regarded as 
too high, and the latter as admitting, if not inviting 
great abuse. 

The next item of which he complained was 
“for the amount of fortifications, including com- 
pensation of a special agent to attend at the found- 
ties employed in making cannon, $150,000.” He 
did not complain particularly of this item; but it 
covered a vast ground for the perpeiration of 
abuses. This special agent was not authorized by 
law, but was one of the officers appointed by 
“regulations.” -He was appointed by authority of 
Executive legislation, which appropriated nearly 
as much money as did Congress. There Was, at 
preseni, no national foundry. ‘Phere was, he was 


aware, a proposition before the committee to estab- 


‘division—at New . 
s Harbo non of the United States were made by contract. 


lish one; but it had not been adopted, and the can- 


The guns had to be cast according to a certain 
standard, and to be tried and proved before they- 
were received. There were men in the Ordnance 
Department competentto test those guns; why, then, 


-send a special agent around to the manufactories, 


with a salary of $2,400, and ten cents per mile for 
his travelling? ‘There was no necessity for this 
agent; and he cited the case as an instance of the 
abuse of authority. So far as his experience went, 
there was no department in which reform was'so 
much wanted as the War Department. 

He was no enemy of the army, but its friend, 
properly managed. They were its enemies 
who voted to. perpetuate abuses that would break 
down its spirit and discipline, and ultimately destroy 
its efficiency. see 

The system of commutation extended to the West 
Point Academy. This bill contained an item for 
“commutation of subsistenee of officers and cadets, 
$40,000; ‘commutation of forage for officers’ 
horses, $5,184,” “commutation of clothing for of- 
ficers’ servants, $1,424." In commenting upon 
these items, he could not help remarking how the 
times had changed, and how military science had 
been altered, since the early days of our Republic. 
How. different were the officers then- and now! 
What a contrast did these items present, compared 
with the accommodations afforded to the brave 
Marion, in the Revolution, who entertained his 
friends upon a log fora seat, and a sweet potato 
for a repasi! That man and his compatriots fought 
for their country, and not for their pay. He (Mr. 
G.) was willing to admit thatimen who had fought 
and faced danger, gave evidence of their attach- 
ment to their country; but he thought that the pa- 
triotic gratitude of their fellowecitizens should be 
regarded as a better reward thah a mere quid pro 
quo, At present, the emoluments of officers were 
rendered large in varicus ways, by double rations, 
triple rations, double pay, and brevet pay. His 
object was to bring the facts before the committee, 
that the abuses might be remedied. The time was, 
when war was not so pleasant a thing as at present. 
He was reminded of a man among the clansmen 
of Scotland, who saw his son march to war without 
tent, blanket, or any other confort, and sleeping 
with a snow-ball for his pillow. The father, indig- 
nant to see him thus comfortable, approached and 
kicked away the snow-ball pillow, as a luxury 
which it was unbecoming the character of a soldier 
to enjoy. He (Mr. S.) was not in favor of redu- 
cing our army to this hard condition, but merely to 
the standard of law. i : 

He then adverted to a few items which he read 
from a table sent from the War Department. 
These items showed the excess received by many 
officers beyond their regular salary:. 


Pay por annum, Total allow- 
ances for 
horses, ser- 

$ vants, &c, 
Major General - . 92,400 $4,915 
Brigadier General = - 1,248 3,165 
Colonel of Cavalry — - . 1,080 2,396 
Colonel of Artillery or Infantry, 900 2,096 
Lieutenant Colonel of Cavalry, 900 2,047 
Surgeon of ten years - . 720 086 
Surgeon of less than ten yoars, 720. 17% 


Rations are computed at 20 cents each, but are 
not drawn; money being paid in their stead. A 
large amount is paid to officers for commutation of 
servants’ pay and horses’ forage. He understood 
the Government was daily charged with from one 
to two hundred horses in this city, where there were 
not more than from twenty to forty in use. Then 
the servants for whom money is drawn—are they 
used? He was not opposed to paying our officers 
weil; but he wished them to have regular allows 
ances. He called the attention of the committee to 
the Quartermaster’s report in December, 1840. 
According to that, an officer was required to haye a 
certificate that a horse was necessary, and to -be 
used, before he could obtain one. He objected to 
this, because it made the perquisites of officers 
somewhat dependent upon their own certificates, 
and thereby exposed them to temptations which ha« 
man nature was not always strong enough tö- ře- 
sist. = 


_ He then alluded to the report which he had made 


on jhe 7th of. March, from the Retrenchment Com- 
mitteé,.in relation to the excessive emoluments which 
had'been paia to various officers. The first table in 
that report contained a list of officers who had re- 
ceived brevet pay and emoluments: between the 4th 
of:March, 1837, and the istof January, 1842 
The-law of 1818 aliowed brevet pay to such as 
were in actual command. Command of what? he 
asked. Surely not of inkstands, desks, and furni- 
ture, nor of clerks, but of troops. General Roger 
Jones, in command of the Adjutant General's De- 
partment, received $1,206; George Gibson, Sab- 
sistence Departmeni, $2,188; Charles Gratiot, En- 
gineer Department, $2,285, Gen. Wool, as com- 
mander of the army in the Cherokee nation, on 
the Northern frontier, on special duty in Maine, 
and as president of a court of inquiry, received 
$2,024, He commented on the case of General 
‘Wool, and the multiplied pay received by that of- 
ficer. In commenting on his case, and that of 
_ others, he did not impugn ‘their honor. Brwus 
was an honorable man, and so were all those gen- 
tlemen whose cases he was citing. But it was his 
duty to speak of those abuses as became a man in 
the civil department of the Government. Joseph 
G. Totten received, while in charge of public works 
at Fort Adams, Va., $4,240! 

He was glad to perceive ihat the Secretary had 
given orders which would essentially diminish 
these allowances, and only wished it had been 
done sooner. Yet be feared the Secretary had not 
gone far enough. What command had this Mr. 
Totten? Certainly of nothing but laborers on the 
public works. A large amount too was allowed to 
pay of officers in charge of the Clothing Bureau. 
He knew not what they commanded, unless it was 
empty wardrobes. In the Engineer Department, 
men serving under private companies were con- 
strued to have command, and paid accordingly. 
The superintendents of the armories at Harper’s 
Ferry and Springfield were citizens not bearing 
arms, living contentedly and quietly under their 
own vine and fig-tree; yet those gentlemen are 
construed into commanders, and receive double 
rations, Often, too, it happens that the same offi- 
cer is paid in two or three capacitics. 

A select committee had reported in favor of re- 
forming the abuses in the navy. He thought re- 
form was much more required in the army. He 
was in favor of giving officers fixed allowances, as 
in the navy. While on this part of the subject, he 
would call the attention of the committee to a bill, 
which was not his, and for which he claimed no 
credit whatever—for he had received it through an 
anonymous source—but whese author was evi- 
dently acquainted practically with the subject. 
This bill he hoped to have printed, and referred to 
gentlemen who had a knowledge of the subject, 
several of whom he pamed— Messrs. UNDERWOOD 
of Ky., Pexpueton of Ohio, McKay of North Car- 
olina, and several of his own colleagues. The 
first principle of the bill to which he referred, was 
that of allowing a fixed compensation. If the 
present fixed allowance was not enough, give more; 
and let the Government know, and the officer also, 
when he receives his commission, how much he ‘is 
to have per annum. ‘Then there would be no in- 
centive to officers to eke out their pay; no infusion 
of mercenary, Swiss spirit, in their ranks. Let not 
the army be regarded as a number of men fighting 
fer pay; but as men occupying posts of honor and 
responsibility, as the defenders of their country. 

He knew there was a prejudice in the army 
against reform, and that the officers pronounced it 
innovation, This was natural on theic pari, and 
he did not censure them for their opinions. These 
opinions were the necessary ccnsequence of that 
esprit du corps which prevailed amongst them. 
We would be under the same influence, if any one 
should propose reforms in Congress. He did not, 
therefore, look at objections from that quarter; for 
they came with less weight from those who were in- 
terested. 

He would now say a few words in explanation 
of his course on the navy bill. He confessed be 
did not understand it, and thought the estimates of 
the Secretary too high. But he was told, by those 
competent to judge, that they were necessary to 
the service; and he voted for the supplies, believing 


» 


portant and ¿xposed arm of our national defence. 
He had not, however, voted for any increase of the 
navy. 

In considering this bill, he thought they should 
jook to the- strong box, and remember the condi- 
tion of the treasury. They had appropriated more 
money already than they had in possession; and no 
time was so proper as this for retrenchmect. The 
amendment before the committee, he would. re» 
mark, cut off the men, but appropriated the money. 


Why appropriate the money, if the men were to be. 


taken off? A gentleman near bim said the money 
could not be spent without the men. In reply, he 
asked, what was there to hinder the Executive 
from filling up the lines of the army, when there 
was money appropriated to. pay them? Under the 
transfer power, money appropriated for one object 
might be expended, by authority of the President, 
for another; so that there was a possibility—he 
would not say probability, for his acquaintance with 
the present President led him to believe that, in his 
hands, the power would not be used, unless ina 
case of the clearest necessity—of a misapplication 
ofthe money. Therefore, he argued that, as it 
was proposed to reduce the men, so, also, the money 
should be reduced in proportion. But this reduc- 
tion of the amount of money should not de con- 
fined to this single item: the most expensive, and 
most liable to abuses, had not yet been reached. 
The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. C. Jounson] 
said it was necessary to keep some officers, in or- 
der to sustain the service. There was force in the 
idea; but he believed a reduction was not only 
practicable, but called for by considerations of pub- 
lie duty. He was, therefore, in favor of an essen- 
tial reduction, though the exact number could not 
now be arcertained. Congress, he feared, would 
be in session much longer. In all probability, it 
would sit until the result of the negotiation between 
the United States and England was made known. 
As there was no other “speck of war,” he saw no 
obstacle to a reduction of the army. Should cir- 
cumstances oceur to require an increase, was not 
the present organization of the army too feeble 
even to begin with? In case of war, immediate re- 
sort would be had to a direct tax, to a loan, to mi- 
litia, to volunteers, and to the establishment of re- 
cruiting officers in every part of the country. As 
the amendment before the committee proposed a 
prospective and gradual diminution of the army, 
he felt warranted in voting for its adoption. 

Mr. LOWELL concurred must fully in the 
principles generally laid down by the honorable 
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Gimer] who had 
just taken his seat, that it was contrary to the genius, 
as well as the true policy, of the Government of 
the United States to maintain a large standing ar- 
my in time of peace; but he perhaps might differ 
with him as to what might probably be considered 
as such; and, in the possibility of difficulties arising 
out of our presént relations with Great Britain, he 
thought he should also differ with him as to the 
propriety of making any reduction in our present 
military establishment. 

It was very seldom that he ever aitempted to 
speak on that floor, and he did not intend then to 
ask the attention of the commitiee for a great 
length of time; though he felt that the situation of 


"the State he had tac honor in part to tepresent here 


was such, that be should be doing injustice to its 
citizens if he did not take the opportunity to make 
a few remarks, to show how the present question 
in some measure affected her interests. While he 
admitted that it was not the genius and policy of 
this Goverament to maintain a largestanding army 
in time cf peace, he thought it would be conceded 
by all that we ought fo mainiain some army. We 
certainly need that the commanding points of the 
country, both on the marime and inlend frontier, 
should be fortified and furnisked with such num- 
bers of men and munitions of war as are neces- 
sary not only to protect the public property, but to 
repel invasion; and we need, im addition, as had been 
jusily remarked by the gentleman from North Car- 
olina, [Mr. McKay,] a skeleton of an army, con- 
sisting of officers of all the grades and portions of 
the different descriptions of military corps that would 
be wanted in time of actual war, as a nucleus 


it was better to appropriate moncy to that most im- 


fence of the country... We should, therefore, in hi 
opinion, keep’-up, even in ‘time of peace, such. 
body of military men as, if not commensurate | 
the geographical extent, population, and resoure: 
of the country, would atleast bear some relation’ to’ 
them. In intimate connexion with this subject, 
while hé should object to a large navy,. yet he 
would kéep upsuch a naval establishment as would ` 
be sufficient to protect our commerce, which was 
spread over every sea; and such a one as would 
cause the American flag to be ‘respected, even if" 
borne at the mast-head of one of our ‘small schoon- 
ers. If wecompared oor liitle army of 12,000 men 
with the army of Great Britain, consisting of some 
120,000 or 150,000 men—if we compared it with 
the army of France, amounting to 260,000 men; or 
with the army of Russia, the amount of which hedid_ 
not exactly know—probably some 500,000 men;— 
if we compared our little army with any of these, 
making all necessaty allowances for the difference 
of geographical situation, habits, and. feeling of 
the people, we could not come to the corciu- 
sion that ours was too large, or more than 
equivalent to the wants of the country. Then, 
again, if we compared our litle navy. of six- 
ty eight ships of every description, large and 
small, with the five or six hundred ships of Great 
Britain, or with the navy of France; and especially 
if we took into consideration the fact that the num- 
ber of our merchant ships and seamen are little infe- 
rior to those of England, and vastly supericr both 
to those of France and Russia, we must also come to 
the same conclusion, that our navy is not more than 
sufficient for our wants, We do not (said Mr. L.) 
require as large an army and navy as those of Eng- ` 
land; but if we intend to maintain our rank among 
the first class of the nations of the gl»be, we must keep 
up such an army and navy as will command. the 
respect of all. Entertaining these views, he had 
voted, ever since he had a seat in Congress, for ail 
appropriations that had been'asked for by the va- 
rious heads of the executive departments for the 
army and navy, as well as for fortifications. -He 
had uniformly voted for all appropriations for ob- - 
jects of this nature, though the State he had the, 
honor in part to represent had been most strangely 
and unjustly neglected; and he should continue’to 
do so, till he was convinced that all had been done 
that the defence of the country required. In the an- 
nual speech of the first. President of the United 
States, (for it was the custom of the first President 
to communicate his views to Congress by a speech, 
in person, instead of by message as now, ) delivered 
on the 3d December, 1793, he found (Mr. L. said) 
this advice; and he would particularly call the at- 
tention of the committee to what he was abeut to 
read, for he would assure them that he’ was not 
submitting his remarks for home consumption. Mr. 
L. here read an extract from General Washinton’s 
speech to Congress, in which he recommends to 
Congress measures for the fulfilment of our duties to 
the restof the world; and says, that without putting 
ourselves in a position of complete defence, we 
shell not be able to exact justice from others;..that 
there is a rank due the United States among 
the nations of the world, which would be witbheld, 
if not absolutely lost, by being in a defenceless po- 
sition; that if we desired to avoid insult, we must 
be able te repel it; and if we desired peace, we 
must show that. we are at all limes prepared for 
war, &c., &c. That (said Mr. L.) was the advice 
of him who had been justly denominated the Father 
of his Country; such were the sentiments of him 
who was fiist in war, first in peace, and first in the 
hearts of his countrymen. He recollected reading 
that speech when he was a boy, and he was free to 
confess (thoagh it might be considered weakness 
on his part) that it made an impression on his mind 
which never could be eradicated; and he trusted that 
the time would never come when that advice would 
be neglected by an American Congress. ' 
But, for the sake of argument, suppose that the 
army and navy were a little larger than was neces- 
sary for a peace establishment; he asked it this was 
a proper time to atlempt their reduction. It was 
but a short time ago that war between this country 
and Great Britain seemed inevitable. Numerous 


stions; some of them ofa grave nature, yet re~ 
mained unsettled; and although a special minister 
had been sent to this country by Great Britain, with 
the view to the’ adjustment “of the ‘subjects that 
“weve ia controversy, yet it was exceedingly uncer- 
iain how the negotiations would terminate: “It was 
“said that Great, Britain had ‘manifested a strong 
` disposition for afl amicable arrangement of: her dif- 


ferences with us. He hoped that tbis was true, and ` 


sihat the pending negotiations might result in an 
onorable peace. But let us not‘deceive-ourselves; 

. lebus notibe deceived by the syren. song of peace, 
‘peace, lest we may find that théreis no peace. Lord 
‘Ashburton came to our shores—and he would call 

‘the. attention of the committee to this single fact— 

` he came to our shores in a ship of war of the first 
class, with a full complement of men and guns; and 
he-arrived at oneof our ports, where there was 
not a sufficiency of soldiers in the fort to offer him 
a nationatsalute. Let us not (said Mr. L.,) deceive 
ourselves; for we cannot deny that the British Gov« 
ernment, while she holds out the emblems of peace, 
at the same time wields the sword; and it might be 
that Lord Ashburton is sent here to choose for him- 
self whether he will\have peace or war. It was 
true, that Some of our large seaports were well 
defended with forts, as well as men and munitions 
of war; but how was it with a large portion of our 
frontier, both on. the seaboard and the lakes—the 
Gulf frontier andthe ‘inland frontier?,. How was 
it-with regard to the State of Maine? Some gentle- 
men-Seemed to forget that there was any such State. 
Here Mr: L. described the exposed and unforti- 
fied situation of the State of Maine, 300 miles of 
‘Inland frontier, and 300 or 400 miles on the sea- 
‘board; and said that, though the Government had 

, Sentout cflicers to make surveys, who had made their 
reports, yet the defences of the State were still ne- 
glected.. His State (Mr. L. said) was, taking every 
thing into consideration, more exposed, both by 
land and sea, than any State inthe Union. He 
then referred to the extensive business in ship-build- 
ing carried on in Maine, to the large amount of her 
tonnage, and to the extent and value of her com- 
merce, to show how vast an amount of property she 
has exposed without protection, 

He had before observed how injudicious it would 
be to reduce our army, in the present unsettled siate 
of our relations with Great Britain. Notwithstand- 
ing the impression was generally prevalent that the 
negotiations would terminate favorably, yet it was 
unsafe to rely too strongly on such a resnit. It was 
but a short time ago that they were officially in- 
formed that the Florida war might be considered 
as ended; and yet the Delegate from that Territory 
read the other day, in his place, an account of a 
shocking massacre, showing that the war was still 
Yaging in all its horrors. To say nothing of our 
difficulties with Mexico, (for he did not believe that 
‘we had much io apprehend from that country,) what 
‘were our relations with England? There was the 
dispute in ‘relation to our Northeastern boundary, 
which ‘the gentleman from Massachusetts {Mr, 
Cusuie] said the other day was perhaps the grav- 
est question that we Lad ever been called on to ne- 
gotiate. There was the attack on and the burn- 
ing of the Caroling, and the murder of Durfee; the 
invasion of our territory in the occupation of Ore- 
gon; there was the Creole affair; the seizure of our 
Ships on the westera coastof Afriea, and the seizure 
of our fishing vessels in the Bay of Fundy. Inad- 
dition to this, was the fact that there were at this 
moment four military posts, occupied by British 
troops, within the territory belonging to Maine, 
and which is now in dispute between the two cona- 
tries. While Great Britain was strengihening her- 

self everywhere, erecting fortifications on our fron- 
tiers, and defending them with men and arms; 
while she was increasing her military defences in 
Canada, creating agreat military and nava! depot in 
Bermuda; and, in short, diaw.ng a perfect cordon 
around us, we, good easy men, were crying peaee, 
peace, and, in the language of the gentleman 
from Virginia, [Mr. Giumen,] cannot see a speck 
‘of war in the whole horizon. If the gentleman 
gould: not see a speck of war in the British ocen- 
Pation of territory which is as much ours as the 
which the. Capitol stands, he did not 
at: he would consider a speck of war. 


Mr. E trusted that the negotiations would termin- 
| ‘ate favorably, and that peace would be preserved 
-on honorable terms; for he was always for peace, 
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when it could be preserved without a sacrifice of 
national honor. -Though he Icoked upos war as a 
great evil; he regarded national: ignominy stil 
greater. -But as to the terms. Had the Legisla- 
ture of Maine- chosen commissioners to come here 


in-order to sell a portion of her territory? No; 


they were chosen for no such purpose. ‘They would 
reject, with scorn, any proposition of Lord Ash- 


‘burton for the purchase of any portion of their soil; 


and, if a proposition was made to divide the terri- 
tory in dispute, they would reject that also. Then 
on: what terms were we to have peace? In regard 
to that boundary question, the only terms’ that 
would be satisfactory to Maine would be an ex- 
change of territory for territory. If we should giye 
up any portion of our American soil, it must be 
in exchange for British soil of equal value; and if 
we grant-them:the right of way through that terri- 
tory, we must have, as an equivalent for it, the free 
navigation of the St. John’s. Mr. L. then gave a 
brief and comprehensive history of the origin of 
the dispute between the. two countries, in relation 
to that portion of the territory of Maine, with the 
origin, progress, and termination of the various ne- 
gotialions that had been carried on with a view to 
its adjustment, for the purnose of showing that we 
ought not to be too sanguine as toa speedy seitle- 
ment of a question that the British Government 
had so long delayed. After which, he concluded 
by a recapitulation of his objections to any redue- 
tion of our military establishment in the present 
posture of our affairs. 

Mr. MERIWETHER spoke ia favor of the re- 
duction of the army propcsed; but it did not go far 
enough to meet kis views. If the country was in 
danger of war, as had been intimated as an argu- 
ment in opposition to the reduction of the army, why 
did not the gentlemen using it propose to raise the 
army to the war standard? He considered the army 
useless, and an incubus on the country in time of 
peace; and the army, as now composed, he did not 
conceive would be found very valuable in time of 
war. In justice to the Western people, on whose 


borders were so many Indian tribes, he would re- 


tain the two regiments of cavalry; but he would 


cut down two regiments of infantry, and also the - 


staff of the army, which was much too large for the 
present army; in fact, too large for an army of 
20,000 men. He was willing to cut down every 
increase over the act of 1838, by which a 
saving would be effected of $1,024,000: He 
proposed that bis reduction should be prospect- 
ive. If it were fixed for the Ist of January next, 
they would know, ere that day, what would be the 
probable termination of the controversy with Eng- 
land; and, if the result were to be a collision, Con- 
gress would meet again before the reduction would 
take effect, and could repeal the act reducing the 
army in one day. ’ 

The CLERK, at the desire of the gentleman 
from Georgia, read his proposition more in detail, 
as follows: 

“Provided, That the recruiting service shall cease until the 
Ist of January, 1843, at which time the number of regiments of 
infantry shall be yeduced to six, and the number of companies 


in each regiment ofartillery and infantry, and the number of 
privates, non-commissioned officers, and musiciang in eaclt 


» company, and the number of staf and line officers, shall sever- 


ally be reduced to the number fixed by the act entitled ‘An act 
to reduce and fix the military establishment of the United 
States,’ approved March 2, 1821: And provided further, That 
after the Ist January, 1843, there shall be paid to no officer 
connected with the army of the United Siaies, any higher pay or 
emoluments than were allowed and paid said officer 2t the 
time of the approval of said act: And provided, also, That 
the President ofthe United States may, at his discretion, after 
said time, convert the second regiment of dragoons into a regi- 
ment of riflemen, and they shall receive their pay only as im 
fantry. And in reducing the army ag herein contemplated, the 
seventh and eighth regiments of infantry shall be discharged: 
and the companies of artillery to be discharsed shall be those 
added to the regiment by the act of the 7th July, 1838.” 

Bir. MERIWETHER then proceeded to reply to 
the arguments of gentlemen who had preceded 
him; some of whom contended that the present 
army afforded only cne man to every haif mile of 
our frontier. To this he replied, that all our fron- 
her was not assailable, and did not require defence. 
And, again, to gentlemen who said we had only 
one soldier to 17,000. inhabitants, he asked what 


this country wanted with a large Standing army. 


England and the English army had been pointed 


to; but did. this country, like England, require an 
armed soldiery to whip her subjects into obedience? 
This was a country of laws, and the laws here. were 
enforced legally, and not at the point of the bayonet. 
He was convinced reduction was necessary; and 
for a reduction he should give his vote. fo 

Mr. McKEON, after expressing the surprise he 
felt, at the commencement of the session, on dis- 
covering that estimates had come from. the War 
Department which required appropriations ex- 
ceeding $11,000,000, stated: his determination to 
vote for a reduction’ of the army, as he had voted 
for a reduction of the navy. He had seen much 
in this House of the war spirit, and he heard much 
of the cry of blood; but while they were so èns 
gaged, they seemed to forget the tax-paying peo- 
ple, not one of whom but would say to each of 
them, if they reduced the expenditures of the Goy- 
ernment, “Well done, good and faithfal servant,” 
He was willing to take his share of the responsi- 
bility of reducing the army; and if that was ‘deme 
agoguism,” he would take his share of it. 

Mr. DAVIS requested the gentleman from New 
York to give way for a motion ‘to rise, to which he 
assented; but, on a division, it was’ found ‘that a 
quorum was notin attendance. ` it as 

The committee then rose, and reported that fact 


to the Flouse; and then the House adjourned. ne 


IN SENATE. 
~ Tuxspay, May.31, 1842. n 

At the hour of 12 o’elock, Mr. Dicgins, the 
Secretary of the Senate, rose and called the Senate 
to order. He stated that he had received a com= 
munication addressed to the -Senate of the United 
States, which he read, as follows: f 
To the Senate of the United States: . ee 

The members of the Senate have, for some time 
past, been informed that I have been much indis- 
posed. Ihave nof been able to perform the duties 
of President pro tem. with punctuality, and in a 
way satisfactory to myself.’ My indisposition; for 
the present, Continues; and, to prevent the possi- 
bility of either private or public interests being 
neglected, I feel constrained to resign the place 
which your kindness, under the Constitution, laws, 
and fules, conferred on me; and, at the same 
time, to tender the expression of all the regard 
and good-will towards you, individually and eol- 
lectively, which your kind and respectful conduct 
towards me has beenso well calculated to produce. 
i I am, respectfully, &e. &e. 

SAMWEL L. SOUTHARD, 
Fredericksburg, Va., May 30, 1842, : 

Mr. BERRIEN said, as the unfinished business 
before the Senate was the apportionment bill, which 
was under the charge of the committee of which 
he was a member, (the J udiciary Committee,) he 
hoped it would not be considered out of place for 
him to submit a motion that the Sénate proceed to 
organize itself by the eléction of a President pro 
lempore. , a ` 

The motion being agreed to, the Senate proceed~ 
ed to ballot. The following is the result: 

í FIRST BALLOT, 

Whole number of votes given 45; necessary to a 

choice 23—— 


Mr. Mangum received ` 22 
King t - 14 
Bayard ie - 4 
Sevier s - 1 
Kerr = «“ - 1 
Tailmadge “ - 1 
Clayton a - T 

Blank 1 


There being no election, the Senate proceeded to 
ballot again; and the following was the result of 
THE SECOND BALLOT: l 


_ Whole number of votes given 45; necessary tò a 
choice 23-- 


Mr. Mangum received ~ 23. 
Bayard & ~ 13 
King s ~ T 
Tallmadge “ ~ 1 
Walker “ r D 


Mr. Mancum having received a majority. of 
the whole number of votes given, was declared ta 
be duly elected President pro tem. ps 


Mr. MANGUM, on being conducied to the chair 
by Messrs. Preston and Mutter, addressed the 
Senate, as follows: i a 

Senators: Although I feel myself. to be almost 
without experience, so far as regards the discharge 
of ‘the dutiesof the station which your courtesy 
has conferred upon me; and, in a great degree, un- 
acquainted with the rules by which the Senate is 
governed in the transaction of its business; yet, 
knowing as I-do the bigh character, standing, and 
intelligence of its members, I shall rely with un- 
feigned confidence upon their forbearance ; and 
with an honest desire to discharge the duties of 
President pro tempore in the best manner which 
my humble abilities will permit, I may be per- 
mitted to hope that, with the co-operation of that 
enlightened moderation for which the Senate is so 
eminently distinguished, the business of this body 
may sustain no essential injury from the confer- 
ring so distinguished a mark of your confidence 

upon so humble an individual. , 

The journal of proceedings of yesterday was 
now read. : 

Mr. LINN having expressed his regret that dis- 
ease continued to press heavily on the late Pres- 
ident pro tem , moved the following resolutions: 


Resolved, That the thanks of the Senate be presented to the 
Hon. Samuer L. Soucnarn for the ability and courtesy with 
which he has discharged the duties of the President pro tem. 
of the Senate. 

. Resolved, That the Senate regret the indisposition of the 
Hon. Samven L. SouTHARD, which has occasioned his ,resig- 
nation. 

The resolutions were then adopted. 

Mr. BAYARD presented a memorial from New- 
castle county, Delaware, from farmers, traders, 
and manufacturers, in which they express the con- 
viction that it is important for the preservation of 
the great interests of the country that there should 
be established a protective tariff: referred to the 

- Committee on Manufactures. 

Mr. MILLER. presented a memorial from Sus- 
sex county, New Jersey, praying for such a revis- 
jon of the tariff as will afford sufficient revenue, 
and give protection to home industry: referred to 
the Committee on Manufactures. - 

Mr. KING said he had been waiting for some 
gentleman on the other side to move the resolution 
which was usual on the election of a presiding 
officer;——that is, to inform the President of the 
United States, and the other House, of the fact of 
such election. But as no Senator had indicated an 
intention of doing so, he would move the following 
order: . ; 

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate wait on the Pres- 
ident of the United States, and inform him that the Senate have 
elected the Hon. Wintin P. MANGUM President pro tem.,in the 
place of the Hon. Samus, L. Sournaxp, who resigned; and 
that the Secretary also notify the House of the fact. 

The question was put, and the order was 
adopted. i 

Mr. BAYARD asked that the resolation for tbe 
appointment of a corps of reporters for the Senate 
be taken up and read the second time; but 

Mr. HUNTINGTON presented a memorial 
from citizens of Connecticut, remonstrating 


against the passage of a bill passed by the House,. 


making Stonington, Connecticut, a port of entry; 
which was referred to the Commiittee on Com- 
merce having charge of that bill. 

Mr. HENDERSON, from the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, to which had been referred 
House bill entitled “An act for the relief of George 
Mayfield,” reported the same back with an amend- 
ment, 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported back, without aiaendment, 
House till to extend the collection district of 
Wiscasset. 

Mr. LINN, 
Land Claims, made aspecial 


from the Committee on Privat. 
report on the claim of 


Francis Ricard to an island in the Mississippi 
river; which was ordered to be printed. 
Mr. BERRIEN, from ihe Committee on the Ju- 


diciary, to which had been referred the petition of 
Richard Harris and Nimrod Farrow, and the ques- 
tion of the legality of a ceriain award to these gen- 
tlemen by Couwgress, reported, as the opinion of that 
committee, that said award was not legally bind- 
ing, either cn the Government, oF the parties to 
which it was made; but that the question was still 
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motion, the committee was discharged from the 
further consideration of the subject. AA 

Mr. EVANS asked that the resolution he had 
offered on yesterday, authorizing the Secretary of 
the Senate to pay out of the contingent. fund the 
usual compensation to the several messengers and 
laborers in the employ of the Senate who have not 
been appointed by authority of law, might be taken 


up. 
Mr. SMITE of Connecticut desired to. bring the 


‘notice of the Senate to a private bill pending be- 


fore it, which hamanity, if not justice, induced him 
to ask the consideration of. ‘It was a bill passed 
by the House for the relief of two old ladies—Mrs. 
Elizabeth Pearce, and Mary M. Telfair, of Con- 
necticut. I: had been reported back from the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims of the Sen- 
ate, with an amendment. The bill proposes 
to give seven hundred: acres of land to those 
ladies, for the revolutionary services of their 
parent. They have been waiting two years the 
action of Congress, until they have exhausted their 
little means.: They havea brother who is a luna- 
tic, depending on them. The little house which 
they owned has been sold from over them, and they 
are now left destitute of a home and of means. He 
trusted, therefore, that the calls of humanity and 
justice would restrain any Senator from opposing 
the motion he submitied, to take up the bill and 
dispose of it. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON was opposed to giving it 
preference over other bilis. If the Senate was 
disposed to take up the resolution desired by the 
Senator from Maine, {Mr. Evans,] and pass it, he 
would not object; but, if not, he should feel himself 
called upon to move that the Senate take up the 
apportionment bill. 

Mr. BERRIEN concurred with the Senator from 
Connecticut, [Mr. Smirx,] that this was a case 
which made a sirong appeal to the feelings of hu- 
manity and sense of justice of Senators; and he 
hoped, therefore, no objection would be urged to 
the consideration of the bill now. He had under- 
stood that the Senator fiom Maine [Mr. Evans] 
had withdrawn his motion, for the purpose of ad- 
mitting the motion of the Senator from Connecti. 
cut, (Mr. Smrrx.] 

Mr. EVANS said that he had done so. 

The question was put on the motion of Mr. 
Smitu of Connecticut, and agreed to; and 

The bill for the relief of Ktizabeth Pearce and 
Mary M. Telfair, daughters and heirs of Israel 
Telfair, was taken up as in committee of the 
whole. 

Mr. CLAYTON explained that he felt it his 
duty to state that, since the action of the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims, of which he was a mem- 
ber, on this bill, he had ascertained that the amend- 


“ment adopted by that committee, limiting the 


amount of the claim, was improper; ənd he was 
satisfied that the old ladies were entitled to the en- 
tire claim. He hoped, therefore, the amendment 
would be rejected. 

The question was put of concurring with the 
amendment of the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims, and it was non-coneurred in. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate, read 
the third time, and passed. 

Mr. KUNG presented a memorial from citizens 
of the town of Fairfield, in the county of Pickens, 
Alabama, praying a change in a mail-route; which 
was referred to the Committee on 
and Post Roads. 

On motion of Mr. WALKER, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration, as in committes of the 
whole, of 

THE APPORTIONMENT BILI. 

The question pending when the Senate adjourned 
yesterday, was the amendmen! of the Judiciary 
“ommitice to the second section of the bill, and 
the motion of the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. ALLEN. ] 
to strike owt that entire section, covering the amend- 
ment of the Committee on the Judiciary, (which 
is in italies.) ‘The section proposed to be stricken 
out is in the following words: 

Suc. 2. And be it further enacted, That, in every case 


when a State is entitied to more than one Representative, [the 
number to which each State shall be entitled under this appor- 


tionment shall be elected by districts, composed of contiguous 


open to both parties for further investigation: On 


the Post Office: 


A 


territory, equal-in number to the number of Representatives to 
which said State: may. be entitled—rio one district electing more 
than one Representative,Jand the electionin such State. shall, 
under. the laws thereof, be madeby districts, such districts 


- shall be composed of contiguous territory, and eath: shall con- 


tain @ representutive population equal to the: number which, 
by the existing ratio, shall be reggired for one member, as 
nearly as may be; and no one district shail elect more the j 
one member. , ees ; a 


Mr. ALLEN observed that he had submitted -a 
motion to strike out the whole amendment; but 
was informed it was not in order, and that the ques- 
tion should first be on the committee’s amendment, 
He would, therefore, for the present, not press his 
motion, He supposed it would be quite:immate+ 
rial whether the principle of districting the Siates 
should be discussed on a motion to adopt: the 
amendment of the committee, or on the motion to 
strike out the whole section, He was, of course, 
opposed to the section in any shape; for he did not 
think the committee’s amendment altered the prin- 
ciple to which he was opposed. He was, however, 
opposed to that amendment, because it is calculated 
to act unequally; léaving some of the States to 
adopt the general-ticket system, if they please, but 
compelling those who adopt the district system to 
act according to the dictation of Congress. He did 
not, at the pre-ent moment, mean to go into the dis+ 
cussion of the question of power, but would: state 
one or two facts, to show the impracticability of 
carrying out, with justice or equity, the district sys- 
tem, He would advert to the census of Virginia, 
which was taken in subdivisions, numerous. and 
unequal. In Ohio the census was taken in town- 
ships of five miles square. Inseveral of the States 
it was taken by counties, there being no subdivis- 
ions. He mentioned several of those Staies in which 
it was taken by counties, and it would not, therefore, 
be mathematically possible to district those States. 
Suppose the ratio was 50,000, and three counties. 
were requisite to make up one distric!: one county 
would have 20,000, another 10,000, another 30,- 
000, making 60,000—and leaving a fraction of 
10,000 to be turned over to some other district. He 
pointed out other difficulties which would arise. 
People were accustomed to voté on one ticket in 
the counties in which they live; but, according to 
the district system, a man living in Ross county, 
in Ohio, attached to one district, instead of voting 
for a candidate personally known to him, might be 
called into Fairfield to vote for the Representative 
of-another district, whom he knew nothing about. 
He threw out these general remarks rather to elicit 
the opinions of others, than to offer them as his 
main arguments on the subject. : 

Mr. HUNTINGTON observed that he preferred 
the second section of the bill as it came from the 
House of Representatives, without the modification 
proposed by the Judiciary Committee of the Senate. 
He would state his reasons: the principal of which 
was, that he could not admit any doubt of either 
the constitutional power of Congress over the mat- 
ter, or the expediencyof exercising that power at the 
present time. 

He should confine his observations to those two 
points—the constitationalily and the expediency of 
the measure. 

His first proposition was, that the power which 
creates a constitution is the constitution itself. 

Next, that the Constitution, being the source of 
the power possessed by Congress Zo regulate the 
authority, must necessarily be the power to create 
as well as to regulate. And as the Constitution 
says “Congress may at any time, by law, make or 
aller. such regulations,” he contended that there 
was no limitas to the alteration which might be 
made by a law of Congress. The Constitution says 
‘the times, places, and manner of holding elections 
for Senators and Representatives, shall be prescribed 
Se each State by the Legislature thereof; but the 
Congress may at any time, by law, make or alter 
such regulations, exeept as to ihe places of chocs- 
ing Senators.” : 

This clause, 23 hg construed it, operates on the 
Slates in two ways—binding them to conform to 
the alterations made by Congress when they (the 
States) originate action themselves; and, next, 
when they do-not act till Congress originates the 
action. And it is evident that Congress has a 
plenary power over the Grates. It is only when 
Congress does not exercise this power that the 


cise it; as ngress does 
‘eteise the power, then it is made ihe ‘duty of 
State Legislatures to exercise it. On the. part 
: of Congress it is discretionary. He would refer to 
`. the objections urged against this: first, that Con- 
. gfe8s-has no power to act at ail; second, that if 
“there is any power, it is only when the States have 
declined to act; and, third; that if Congress has the 
power, it must be a power in spite of thé States, 
- and therefore it overrides all State laws on the sub- 
ject, which would take away the sovereign power 
of the State altogether. Another objection is, that 
if Congress make make, it must specify; if it alters, 
it must. also. specity; it must make ihe districts 
‘without. the interference of the State’ Legislatures, 
‘or not. at all. one- of the. objections 


This” was 
which he hoped he had stated fairly. But what he 
contended was the true doctrine, was, that if Con. 

` Gress doss not interfere to regulate; the States may, 

and then only.-. He contended. that the power of 
Congress was plenary, except with regard to place 
for the election of Senators; for the power to make 
or alter, implies the power to regulate the subject, 
leaving nothing to State Legislatures but conformi- 
ity to-its regulations, or the power to regulate the 
subject partially. 

' The Constitution does not direct Congress how 
far it shail go; but says the States may regulate 
time, manner, or place—Congress having the 
power to aller; which he construed into. a power-to 
make partial regulations of the time, manner, and 
Place. Ii the power of Congress did-not reach to 
this, it Would be a. useless power. Suppose as to 
time: if the States appointed Sunday for election, 
might not: Congress change the time? Or suppose 
the State selected an extreme corner of the State, 
would not Congress have a right to interfere as to 
place?) Then, as to manner: Suppose the State 
directed that no one should vote except in writing, 
and that in German text, or any particular charac- 
ter; would not Congress have a right to interfere 
as to manner? If it has, Congress must have 
power to alter time, place, and manner; but in 
this bill it only. proposed to alter the manner, 

_He contended that the term “manner” implies 
several. objects, such as voting by ballot, viva voce, 
de... He supposed many other postulates from 
which he deduced the power of Congress to provide 
for a system either of electing by districts’ or by 
general ticket. ` . 

He pointed out what he considered analogous 
cases, such as the appellate jurisdiction of the Su- 
preme Court of the United States, which could not 
be exercised tilt Congress passed laws to authorize 
tt, The power lies dormant till authorized by law 
to be exercised. So it was with regard to the sub- 
jeet now under consideration, Whatever Congress 
may do on the subject, is a regulation: it is not an 
order, it is a regulation in relation to its own organ- 
ization, according to: the power given in the Con- 
stittttion—Congress having the discretion to make 
this regulation entire or ouly partial. Congress 
makes the principle and the Constitution makes it 
the duty of the States to conform to the principle, 
It is not Congress that exercises any control over 


the States; it is the Constitution. 


Mr. BUCHANAN asked if Congress was to 
make regulations for itself or for the Siates? 


Mr. HUNTINGTON continued, that it was the 
Constitution that regulated the States-—not Congress. 
Congress made regulations in relation to its own 
Organization, which the Censtitation says the States 
shall carry out: that was his answer, 

As to the expediency of exercising this power, 
he would say a few words. Tae Senator from 
Ohio supposes the law cannot be practically carried 
into effect, on account of the diversity which has 
prevailed in the manner of taking the census, 

There was one answer to this which met the whole 
objection, it was this: that wherever the district 
system bas been attempted, there has been found 
no practical difficulty. There wonld not be any 
difficulty if gentlemen eame to the subject with a 
disposition to district the States. Another of the 
Senator’s objections was, that the cilizens of Ohio 
Were accustomed to vote upon one ticket, and any 
New regulation would be such a novelty to them 
they-could not endure it, He denied that 
= 


F there was any thing sound în this 
-shouid not therefore dwell upon it- 


secured by the Constitution to the people. 
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- -He stated thé advantages of., obtaining entire 
‘uniformity throughout. the Union, -That was the 
object. and design of the Constitution; and there 


was no possible way of reaching this uniformity ~ 


but. by the distriet- system.. “He referred. to the 
280th page of.the 3d vol. of..the Madison Papers, 


> to show Mr. Madison's opinions on this subject... 


He quoted several passages from Mr. Madison’s 
reports of the debates. in the Virginia convention. 
‘He also referred to the debates in the Massachu- 
setts convention, and-quoted passages from speeches 
made'on that occasion. Nios a ; 

In the original draught of the Constitution, made 
by Mr. Pinckney, there was not a word said about 
the action of Congress to regulate or-interfere in 
the election. It was not till Mr. Rutledge’s report 
was made, that the proposition was brought for- 
ward, When it eame before the Convention, Mr. 
Reed moved to amend the proposition, by striking 
out the word “their,” before. regulations, making 
the word “regulutions” general, He contended 
that but one mferenée could be drawn from all 
this; and it was, thai Congress should exercise the 
most ample and plenary power over the whole sub- 
ject. ; 
: The greai benefit would be, that there would be 
one entire uniform system, which would overthrow 
the system of gerrymandering which has acted so 


unfairly. where the general-ticket system prevails. | 


Another great benefit which would arise from the 
district system, would be, to give a voice to the 
minority, that otherwise would be effectually 
silenced under the general ticket system. Minor- 
ities were the conservative power of the country; 
and they ought not to be deprived of their voice in 
the National Legislature, 

This was heretofore the true Democratic prin- 
ciple; but now, it seems, it is not Democratic enough 
for Congress. 

Mr. WRIGHT was influenced by a sense of 
duty to oceupy the time of the Senate for a short 
period. He was glad he had the opportunity so 
early in the day, as he hoped to get through within 
an hour, so as not to prolong. the days discussion 
inconveniently. He was surprised at such a pro- 
vision as the second clause in this bill being urged 


at this time; but for this the Senate was not, of > 


course, responsible. He could not help thinking it 
strange that, for the first time since the commence- 
ment of this Government, Congress should be called 
upon to exercise a power which, if it exists at all, 
it has not hitherto been considered either wise or 
expedient to exercise; and no reason had been 
shown for its exercise now. He read from the Con- 
stitution that part of the first article which says 
“ Representatives and direct taxes shall be appor- 
tioned among the several States, according to their 
respective numbers.” . 

It is the right of the House to organize itself; and 
all the Senate can do is to assist in regulating the 
number cf which the House shall consist. 

Mr. W. here entered into a general review of 
the arguments adduced by the Senator from Con- 
necticut- [ Mr. Huxtinaron] from the debates in 
conventions; and; from the same authorities, reed 
numerous passages leading to an Opposite con. 
clusion, and establishiag the fact that the general 
understanding of the time was, that Congress was 
nol to aet till the States declined to act, or had 
acted in a manner subversive of the popular rights 
He 
showed that seyen of the old thirteen States, in 
ratifying the Constitation, protested against the 
power assumed by Congress to interfere with the 
lime, manner, and piace of election in the States. 

He showed that, although Congres: may make 
or aller regulations with regard to itself, it cannot 
order the State Legislatures to obey. To compel 
the States, by the issue of a mandamus, to make 
such Jaws as will earry out the order of Congress, 
would be a violent usurpation, for which there 
was not the slightest shadow of authority in the 
Constitution, 

He read the amendment to the second clause of 
the bill proposed by the Judiciary Committee, and 
asked what would it amount to. Suppose a State, 
having the district system, refuses to obey the dic. 


any thing sound in this objection, and he - 


tation of Congress, and elects her Representatives 
by the general-ticket system: would Congress have 
any authority to deny those Representatives the 
right to their places in the other House? He dis- 
carded all the idea, that if Congress may. exercise - 
a power, but does not choose to do so, it may. issue 
its ‘Order to the States to exercise the power, and 
that the States are bound to obey the mandate: 
He next controveried the arguments in favor of 
Congress having the power of directing the: “lime, 
manner, and place? of holding “elections in’ the 
several States; the proposition at present not being 
to interfere with the time of place, but with the 
“manner.” He asked what authority: there was 
to assume that the word “manner” included the 
question of voting in districts or by general ticket? 
It cannot be competent for Congress to decide for 
the States who, among their citizens, shall ie 
voters who may: vote for all the mem be) 
elected, or for only one of them. He objecte 
any assumption of this power; but more partien- 
larly as‘it could not be Shown that it was imperi- 
eusly necessary to assert and exercise it how more 
than ever. | * Pere oe 
The party in power may conceive it more condu- 
cive to its interest to establish. this district: 
and it may be adopied. But, before th: 
perfect the measure, supposea different art 
into power, and: conceive it to be ‘its interest: 
change it, and itis changed: what fluctuation ‘and 
instability would be the consequence ! It would 
lead toa change at every new Congress, He spoke 
in reference to no party, but to the tendency to 
produce this action by every succeeding Cotigress, 
The people will impute this change: to'a last effort 
te maintain power for two years. longer. Et -will 
harass and oppress’ them; and they will repudiate 
it. What portion of the people where the. general- 


5 A 


ticket system prevails, had called for: this: change? 
Was it Georgia, or any other State? What State: 
complained of the general-ticket system, that could 
hot make the change itself, if-it wished for it? ‘He 
would vo:e with the committee for its amendment 
first, and then, with his whole heart, to strike out 
the whole section, | ee 

Of. 58. counties «in the State of New York, one 
only comes up to the ratio now inserted in fhebil. 
The county of Oneida would send one member, and 
have a fraction of 14, The city of New York 
would have 4 members. ‘The State would bave to 
be cut into 34 Congressional districts. But when the 
scattered Zlocation of ‘these counties is considered, 
it will be found that the whole system of elections 
in the State will be deranged—for the State elec- 
tions and Congressional elections; according tothe 
present regulations.of the State, are held onthe 
same day and in the same places. He showed 
how mischievously and iniquitously, such a system 
would act. He asked what had been the conse. 
quences in Philadelphia of districting that city, but 
the grossest frauds in voting from district to district. 
There was engendered a gerrymandering vice that 
never can be cured, if the district sytem ig adopted. 
It was the parent of the colonizing principle, whieh 
Sends ‘voters to sleep in a district where ihey have 
no habitation, that they may yotéwhere they have 
RO right to vote. The only way is to leave to.the 
government of the State itself the cure for-such 
evils as, from circumstances, it may -be neces. 
Sary to correct. : f ; 
_ Whence this action? Who has called forin 
What portion of the people have complained of 
being oppressed by their own State Governments? 
He entreated the Senate to consider well, was it 
Wise and expedient to pass this law, with such a 
clause, setting aside the question of the power of 
Congress to introdues in‘o it such a clause at all: 

Mr. HENDERSON obtained the floor, but 


„On motion of Mr, SEVIER, the apportionment 
bill (it being 5 o'clock) was laid on the table, for 
the purpose of taking up the resolution, to the con- 
sideration of which he had objected on yesterday, 
submitted by the Senator from Maine, [Mr. Evans,] 


as follows: 
Resolved, That, until otherwise ord 

of messengers, laborers, and pages, 

chamber, and the office of the Secret 


Mr. EVANS said the pastage-of this resolution 


. had been rendered necessary, in consequence of a ` 


provision in the appropriation bill, -restricting the 
application of appropriations to such officers only 
as are permanent, or are expressly authorized by 
resolutions of the two Houses, . No such resolu- 


tion had been passed. Several. messengers and - 


clerks, whose services are necessary, have been 
heretofore paid out of the contingent fund; but the 
Secretary does not feel himself authorized to do 
So, under that claure in the bill. 

Messrs. BUCHANAN, KING, SEVIER, CAL- 
HOUN, GRAHAM, and ALLEN, saw no necss- 
sity for a clerk to the presiding officer; and Messrs. 
EVANS, WHITE, and KERR, contended thata 
clerk had been allowed heretofere, and might, with 
propriety, be continued. 

Mr. BUCHANAN moved to amend the resolu- 
tion, by siriking out that part authorizing the con- 
‘tinuance of such a clerk; and to so modify it as to 
allow him for such amount as may now be dure 
him for his services, ~ J 

The resolution was thus amended, and agreed to, 

The Senate then adjourned. i 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
.  _Turspay, May 31, 18423. 

Mr. MILLER of Missouri laid on the Clerk’s 
table, under the rule of the House, the following 
petitions, viz: : 

‘The petition of J. L. Henshaw, William Miller, 
and others, praying Congress to establish a post- 
road from Trenton, Biuff Grove post office, in 
Grundy county, Missouri, to William Miller's 
mills, on Grand river: referred to the Commiitee on 
the Post Cflice and Post Roads. 

Petition of Allen McLane, John C. Morris, and 
others, asking Congress to establish a post-road 
from Platte city, Missouri, to the seats of justice of 
Buchanan, Andrew, and Holt counties, in said 
State: referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Pest Roads. ; 

Mr. GWIN offered a resolution providing that, 
on Monday next, and thereafter, during the present 
session of Congress, the House will meet at 10 
o’clock, a. m. : adopted. 

On motion by Mr. RAYNER, ten thousand 
extra copies of the report of the Committee on 
Commerce, on the commercial intercourse of the 
United States with foreign nations, were ordered to 
be printed. . 

Mr. BUTLER of South Carolina offered a 
resolution directing an inquiry into the expediency 
of establishing a mail-rowle in South Carolina; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. BOWNE presented the petition of fifty-six 
inhabiiants of Otsego county, New York, praying 
a revision of the tariff; which was referred to the 
appropriate committee. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina, from the 
Commitiee ior the District of Columbia, reporied a 
bill to suppress the vending of lottery tickets in the 
Distric: of Columbia; which was read twice, re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole House, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. STUART of Ilinois, on leave, presented 
the proceedings oa public meeting recently held 
in the third congressional district of Iilinois, con- 
taining resolutions recommending the passage of 
such a tariff bill as will provide for the debts and 
ordinary expenses of the Government; also, recom- 
mending a reduction of the public expenditures, 
commencing with Congress; the reduction of the 
pay and mileage of members of Congress, and the 
abolishment of the franking privilege, except du- 
ring the sessions of Congress. ‘The resolutions hav- 
ing been read, 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to lay them on 
the table; which was egreed to. % 

THE ARMY BILL. $ 

On motion by Mr. FILLMORE, the Houge re- 
solved itself into Committee of the Whole, (Mr. 
Unperwoop of Kentucky in the chair,) and re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill making appro- 


priations for the support of the army for the year 


1842. 
Mr. McKEON, who held the fleor from yester- 
day, resumed and concluded his remarks. After 


throw off the chains that bind them to British au- 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


tee—ihat of the gentleman from Tennessee, {[Mr. 
W. B. Campzett.] of the gentleman from North” 
Carolina, [Mr. McKay,] and of his colleague, 
[Mr. Rooszvztt,]—he said he should prefer such 
a reduction as would bring down the army to 
2,000 less than it way proposed to be reduced by 
his colleague, inasmuch as great expense would 
thereby be saved: But we were met by arguments’ 
against any reduction of the present forces of the 
country. We were told that the present position 
of our internal and external rélations focbids sucha | 
step. On yesterday he had met the main objections 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Cusn-" 
1na.] When he asked that gentleman if war was 
probable, ke could get no answer. The gentleman, 
however, admitted, in his published speech, that | 
War was not probable. He would take up the 
position assumed by the gentleman, that if we 
redaced our army, érgo we could net compete with 
Englandthat her forces were so great as to.en- ` 
able her to overpower us, He was not to be 
frightened by any such considerations. Our army 
at present was neither upon a peace nor on a war 
establishment. The gentleman from Massacha- 
setis, speaking of the effect of the proposed reduction, 
asked ‘‘What would be the question-in the heart 
of Lord Ashburton and his instructer, Lord Aber- 
deen? Would it not be, ‘How far can Great 
Britain insist on these questions; how far is the 
United States disposed to concede them; and how 
far is the United States in a condition to insist on 
them, and to battle me if I insist on these ques- 
iiens? How were ecnditions to be extorted from 

a powerful and proud rival of the United States?” 
He would answer the questions of the gentie- 
mai, by putting similar questions to Great Britain. 
How far was she in a situation to insist apon her 
claims? Look at her internal condition. There 
was no country in the world which exhibited a 
more striking instauce of great power, which was 
toppling from its very bottom. She had nine mil- 
lions of Irish subjects, who were now, and would 
continue tobe, in a state of guasi insurrection. 
They were obedient to the voice of the man who 
had ied them thus far on the road to the attainment 
of their just rights—a man who had more moral 
influence than twenty-five regiments of British sol- 
diers—a man who would face, with his moral 
power, all the arms of England- That man has 
produced a state of things spoken of in the British 
House ot Commons, when it was predicted that 
the time would come when principles should be 
substituted for arms. This was the sitvation of 
one portion of the British dominions. What was 
the sitnation of their own island? He would not 
count the men there who hai raised their voices 
against the oppressions of the Government by 
thousands—'heir name was millions. Already had 
three millions of Chartists united in a petition to 
the Euglish Parliament, calling for radical changes 
in the Government, the rights of universal suffrage, 
&c. The waves of popular indignation were beat- 
ing with fury against that Government—and this, 
too, al its very door. 

Bat what was her condition in another part of 
the world—in China? She was there carrying on 
a war against myriads of men more civilized, 
stronger, and more able to resist her, than she 
imagined. They did net possess the seience of | 
war; yet, such were their nambers, that it wouid 
be wiih difficulty that they conld be overcome. 
The history of South America ilself afforded an 
instanze of the difficulty of subduing savages who 
were powerful in numbers. Look, too, at India, 
with her hundred and mere millions of inbabit- 
ants, kent in subjection by 98,000 British sol- 
diers. Let it be considered what an immense 
force is required to preserve those possessions to 
the English, and how the people there are rising to 


thority. Let it be recollected how firm the people 

were in their nalive mourtains, and how they had |! 
rowed and subdued 13,000 British troops. One 
hundred millions of people, armed with the con- 
sciousness of the wrongs perpetrated upen their 
unoffending heads, defending their country against 
attempts to subdue the remnant of their freedom, 
would indeed be hard to contend with. It seemed 


staling the several propositions before the commit- | as if retributive justice were coming upon Eng- 


land, and the-wrongs deseribed by Hastings avenged” 
by the peasant and shepherd’ population. of the: 
Affghans. rae : Paty gai 
Nor was there any good understanding between 
England and. France. The Governments-of the 
two nations were eyeing each other with care, and 
Wwaiching every movement connected with the ary © 
and navy of each othe? EERE pa 
What was the situation of English affairs onthis 
side of the Atlantic? Thousands of British subjects 
in Canada were-ready for issurrection’ at any 


| moment, and had tobe kept down by force. Twen- . 


ty-four regiments were stationed in Canada, to pres 
vent the people from rising up against. the author. 
ity of the Government. If, then, England were to 
commence a war with this country, from what por- 
tion of the country were her iroops to come? Dan- 
jel O'Connell had declared that, in the event of a 
war with the United States, he should recommend 
it to his countrymen not to aid Eagland against us. 
And were there no difficulties. in England to con- 
tend with? As opstagles to the raising of troops. 
there, he would mehdtion her civil and political dis- 
turbances; the vast expense. of her present estabs. 
lishment; and last, not least, the tremendous effort 
now making to resuscitate the credit of the country. 
by a tax upon the aristocracy of the kingdom. The 
fact that Lord Ashburton was here did not frighten 
him, and, he thought, should not have. any influ- 
ence upon the deliberations of Congress. That 
ambassador would not, he imagined, be influenced 
by our movements in making any negotiations, but 
by the constitution of his own’ country. He had 
said, not long since, that he believed the mission 
would amount to nothing. He confessed that his 
fears wee somewhat removed, and he now began 
to hope for the best. The minister who introduced 
the tax in Parliament stated that he believed the 
amicable relations existing between England and 
the United States would -be preserved. If; how~- 
ever, Lord Ashburton looked at our condition, 
if he thought of the celebrated picture drawn by 
Canning of the English nation, he would be mis- 
taken in his calculation of our weakness, and his 
own nation’s strength. The picture of Canning, 
wherein he described the English people as seated. 
on a throne above all others of the earth, was true 
ihen—notso now, That country was now rife with 
the elements of discord and confusion. Did he look: 
to the United States, he would find a treasury am- 
ply sufficient for our purposes, although it had: 
been temporarily exhausted’ bya system of wild 
extravagance. He would see an immense terris 
tory populated by 17,000,000 of industrious citizens. 
Let him-not be misled by the idea that the spirit of 
disunion was gaining. ground amongst us. He 
(Mr. McK.) believed the Union was never firmer 
than at present, There never was.a time when there 
was more patriotism ia the country; and on every 
question in which there was a difference witha 
foreign country, we presented an undivided front. 
There was a unanimity of feeling which could 
be more reiiedon than a million of bayonets; and 
he might venture to assure Lord Ashburton that 
this unanimity extended to all questions pending 
between the two Governments, from the Maine 
boundary to the case of the Creole. He was for 
peace, but peace upon honorable terms. 

The question of the Maine boundary had been 


i ably argued by ihe gentleman from Maine {Mr. 


LoweLL] on yesterday. He would say to the peos _ 
ple of that State, Settle the question as you will, we 
will stand by you. He admired the spirit which had 
been manifested by ihe representatives from that 
State, who said to the British Government, as Na- 
polean once said, that their people were not to be 
bought up like steck in the market, He did not 
bimseif enderstand the question; but believed the 
State of Maire had a right to the disputed terri- 
tory. He thre out the suggestion whether it 


|! would not be better to take some equivalent for the 


Jand—sueh as the navigation of the river Si. Jobn’s, 
or the right to fish in the waters of Great Britain, 
fhe great question was the land for which they 
were contending. Whether, however, they settled 
it by obtaining the right of navigation, of fishing, 
or the land itself, he was willing to stand by them 
upon whatever ultimatum they might agree. He 
believed that the negotiation of the Maine question, 


-fn whatever settlement might be-made with the 
commissioners appointed ‘by. the State. of Maine 
“the United States should acquiesce. ee 
_ Did he understand the gentleman from Massa- 
chuselts[Mr:.Cusuive} to say that he would face 
the whole British army with 19:000 men—which 
was the extent of ur standing army? He could 

„telt: that gentleman that..our dependence. would 

have tobe upon the- militia of the country. He 

Was a believer in the necessity of a small standing 

army, but thought our most. powerful defence 


-would-be:the militia. ‘He. then alluded to the as- 


sistance ‘rendered ‘by the. militia.at the batile of 
“Waterloo, and in. other actions on ‘the continent; 
and read the following extract from an account of 
the battle of Quatre Bras by an English historian: 
~The Guards, ‘indeed, came up ata fortunate~crisis. The 
Bois de Bossu was won; and the tirailleurs: of the enemy, de- 
‘Dolehing from its cover, were about to deploy upon the roads 
that it commanded, and thus intercept the Duke’s communica- 
tion with ‘the Prussians.. The fifth division, sadly reduced, 
could hardly hold ‘their. ground; any offensive movement was 
impracticable, and the French tirailleurs were issuing from the 
wood. But, on perceiving the advartcing*columns, they halted, 
The first brigade of Guards, having loaded and fixed bayonets, 
were ordered to advance; and, wearied as they were with a fif- 
» teen hours’ march, they cheered, and pushed forward,” * 
; America was populated with large. masses of 
men capable of great efforts in behalf of their 
country, who could be called upon to act at a mo- 
inent’s warning—who had been trained from their 
infancy to” the use of the musket and the rifle— 
and to whom, as the gentleman from Virginia 
[Mr. Gitmer] had said, war. would be a pastime. 
Chateaubriand saig that France was a soldier—ta 
France est un ‘soldat. So, he might. say brother 
Jonathan is a soldier, or, rather, a soldier and a 
‘Sailor too, With us, the, militia is the nationai 
guard of the United States. We are always armed, 
Every man has his musket, and feels that he has to 
defend bis country because it belongs to him. He 
does not go to war for the pence that he receives, 
but for the sake of his home and his fireside. 
` The gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. Cosu- 
_JNq@] had spoken of the weak front which we would 
“present to Lord Ashburton, if we reduced our 
army. He (Mr. McK.) did not. measure the 
strength of our forces by the square mile, or the 
. Proportion which they bear to the population of the 
country; but by the indomitable spirit of the na- 
tion, which had the power to bring 100,000 men in- 
to the fleld at almost a momenvs warning. We 
were told it was unsafe to reduce our army; 
that we should break.down it and the navy by the 
measures we were adopting. Now, there was no 
man who surpassed him in his devotion to both, If 
there was any one that was proud of our army and 
navy, it was himself. He felt every inducement, 
by education and descent, to start here as their 
champion, And aste the men who filled up the 
` Service, he was unwilling to hear anything said 
against them. They were honorable, faithful, and 
Valiant-~more so than those of any other ecuntry. 
‘But if they were here, he shotld say to them, 
“Think not that in reducing the army and navy, we 
have lost our confidence in your patriotism, integ- 
rity, and devotion to your country. Bat we en- 
treat you to look at the condition ot our treasury; 
and, considering yourselves as a portion of the 
peopie, from whom all supplies must come, do-you 
not say we are righ:?” From his knowledge of the 
spirit which characierized them, he believed the 
answer would be unanimous in approbation of our 
measures, 

He was aware that there were many men in 
the navy, who had been waiting for promotion 
many years, and some ever since the late war, 
Theirs was a hard case. But the people’s was still 
harder; for they had to pay the taxes, and raise the 
means. He then commented upon the large im 
crease called for in this bill, over the appropri- 
ations of Mr. Van Buren's administration. ‘This 
bill called for $8,000,006; whilst Mr, Van Buren’s 
administration expesded but $5,000,000. He re- 
Minded the commitiee of the denunciations which 
the friends. of Mr. Van Buren received on that 


ence 


_” “Phe undismayed gallantry of the Guards was the more 
sea artable, as they ve Sop er chiefly of young soldiers 
rn uRigers from the milit e i - 
“tion. Adjon a, who had never been in ac 


the-seéret of Lord ‘Ashburton’s mission; and J] 


floor, for voting éven that small: sam in comparison 
with the present) <5 0. 7 ; 
There ‘was a statement in relation to tne home 
sqzadron which he wished Judge Upshur. and his 
friends to answer. That squadron, for which he 
voted with pleasuré as a protéction to our com- 


- merce; remained. at New York and the vicinity 


during the greater part of last fall and winter. 
The reason given for the delay in putting it afloat 
was the want of sailors. The pay on board of 
men-of-war was said to be too small. The jack-tar 
wanted more, and preferred the merchant . service. 
„He âid not éare for the fine clothes which „be had 
to wear on board of a man-of-war, and which sub- 
jected him to expense, et: 

Mr. BIDLACK was understcod to inquire what 
was the pay of sailors in the merchant service? 

Mr. MeKEON said $16 per month. he pay 
in the navy was $12 per month. : 

Mr. BIDLACK said he understood the pay was 
generally the same in both services. 

Mr. McKEON. Then, so much the worse. 
Stil less reason was there for the delay in the de- 
parture of the squadron. As the excuse had been 
given that want of men was the cause, suppose 
their pay were increased. The effect would be to 
take them from the merchant service. Would it, 
he asked, be right for the United States to compete 
with the merchantservice of thé country? 

It was an extraordinary fact, that, whilst the 
United States could not get the home squadron 
afloat, the British Government equipped fifty four 
ships of war, without difficulty. In March last, 
they equipped. one ship of the line in sixteen or 
eighteen days. If it was: known in England that 
we paid sailors well here, why did they not flock 
to this country? He repeated, he wished to know 


why that home squadron was detained so long be- 


fore it was sent to sea. f 

He would not measure our army by the square 
mile, or the ratio of population. In answer to a 
suggestion of the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. 
Parorrit,] who inquired whether that standard was 
adopted during the war, he said no. If that gen- 
tleman, who seemed more peculiarly to represent 
the President on that floor, would declare that there 
was a probability ef war, he would at once surrender 
his objections to the bill, and would vote for an in- 
crease of the army, a tariff, and a direct tax. 
There was an issue which he presented to gentle- 
men—an issue upon which the question might be 
fairly argued. . 

Mr. PROFFIT said, if he rightly understood the 
Constitution of the United States, the war-declaring 
power belonged to Congress; and if he understood 
the present Congress, there was not much danger 
of war being declared. i 

Mr. McKEON repeated, that, if the President 
would send a message intimating that our rights 
were not respected abroad, and that there was a 
probability of war, he would go to the ultimatum 
in enforcing the claims of our country. But, at 
present, we were all in the dark on the subject of 
our foreign relations. He wished to let the coun- 
try know it—that no Representatives were ever so 
indulgent towards the Executive of the United 
States as the present much-abused Congress had 
been towards the present President. No resolution 
of inquiry, in relation to any subject, had been 
adonted by the House, because it was designed to 
give the Executive a fair opportunity of conduct- 
ing the foreign relations of our country. But he 
was corrected by Mr. Cusnina: The House had, in 
cne instance, madé an inquiry of the President, 
which he sent them word it was not proper for them 
to know any thing about. Did we then abuse him? 
Most certainly not. 

If, therefore, any wrongs had been perpetrated 
which it. would be necessary for us to avenge, we 
were not informed of them. If gentlemen said 
thai the reports of the Secretary of War and Gene- 
ral Sect! were to be taken as a basis on which to 
act, he asked them why they did not follow the ad- 
vice of those documents themselves? If the advice 
of General Scott was taken, the army would be 
considerably increased, instead of being reduced; 
and no gentleman on that floor hed yet advocated 
any such measure. The gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts had appealed to the Whig party in behalf 


of the army. He(Mr. McK.) bad no right to 
make an appeal to that party himself; bat when 
they returned to their constituents and were asked 
whether the appropiiations had been diminished, 
and whether the enormous expenditures of the 
spendihrijt administration of Mr. Van Buren had 


. been checked, what answer would the gentleman 


from Massachusetts return for them? He would 
have to tell the people (the constituents of those 
Whig gentlemen who wera sent here on the whiri- 
wind of reform to correct the abuses of the Govern. 
meni). that the expenditures have been increased 
in the army, the navy, and in the civil and diplo- 
matic departments of the Government. The Gov- 
ernment which only thirteen millions was to have 
supported, the Secretary of the Treasury now said 
required thirty-three millions. He might say to 
the gentlemen that they could not stand before 
their constituents, who sent them bere as the friends 
of economy, and justify themselves for voting for 
these large appropriations. They could not stand 
up upon the stump as they were wont, with these 
appropriations staring them in the face—tno, 
not even with all the force and eloquence of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts in their behalf. 
Whether they appropriated $13,000,000, which the 
Whigs formerly said was enough, or $33,000,000, 
which the Secretary now called for, he (Mr. McK.) 
might stand aside folding -his arms and say-—Rush 
on; increase the tariff until burning resentment and 
jealousies are created between different sections- of 
the Union. In this posture of affairs, he and his 
party might exclaim, “you cannot say we did it. 
The majority of that House—the majority of 30 
or 40—-would be responsible to the country for 
whatever action was had upon this bill. Gentle- 
men might ask why we were advocating such an 
instantaneous reduction. He would say that, du- 
ring the past Administration, a gradual system of 
reduction in the expenses of the Government had 
keen commenced and carried on. Now, however, 
this Administration proposed per saltum to increase 
the expenditures from $22,000,000 to $33,000,000. 
But, he was reminded ihat, during a portion of Mr. 
Van Buren’s{ Administration, the expenditures 
amounted to $36,000,000. This was during the 
Florida war, which is now over, and at the time 
when the Government was erecting the large build- 
ings, for the completion of which we were now 
contending. Though all these sources of expendi- 
ture are now extinguished, we are called on for an 
increased expenditure. He avowed plainly that 
he was opposed to any increase, because it would 
superinduce the necessity of raising the tariff. 
Whatever revenue was raised, would have tocome 
out of the imports into our country; and he prefer- 
red to see a flourishing commerce to an extended 
navy. He was unwilling to see articles which the 
people used, which the poor are compelled to use, 


` which the agricultural and laboring portion of the 


community must purchase, raised in price, in order 
to meet magnificent appropriations for the army 
and navy. 

After this general view, he came to the main 
question, Why reduce the army? Assuming that 
we should have no difficulty with any foreign pow- 
er, he agreed with the gentlemap from Magsichu- 
setts, [Mr. Cusnina,] that there g, need of a small 
standing army, as a nueleus around which a larger 
force might be formed. Bat he thought six or 
eight thousand men were suffcient for this purpose. 
He was for keeping up the scientific portion of the 
army—the engineer corps, and that portion which 
kept our public works in order; and for reducing 
the consuming portion. The army was increased 
to its present size in consequence of the Florida 
and Black Hawk wars. Our predecessors looked 
upen 6 000 as the peace establishment. According 
to the statement of the Commanding General, four 
cr five thousand men would be thrown out of ser- 
vice by the termination of tbe Florida war, He 
thought the remaining force was sufficient to garri- 
on oar forts in time of peace. He was in faver 
of reducing the infantry in preference to the cav- 
airy, although the latter was more expensive; be- 
cause it would be a betier defence on our Western 
frontier. 

He called the attention of the committee to the 
forces of England now in Canada, They were 


increased, not, as was supposed, in consequence of NE 


apprehended difficulties with the United Siates;-but 
the increase in that’ province was ordered in 1837, 
in consequence of the aitempt made to resist the 


authority of the Government. It was somewhat | 


remarkable.that the very suggestions which had 
been made by the gentlemen from Tennessee [Mr. 
W.B. Camesett} and North Carolina, [Mr. Me" 
Kay,] were proposed by Sir H. Hardinge, in March 
last, to the -British Parliament. He proposed to, 
reduce. fifty battalions, now serving in Canada or 
the East Indies, six men in each company; thus 
saving £61,000. From his speech in 1842, it ap- 
peared that there were— 
‘Troops, {exclusive of those employed in 

India) . > . : « 95,628 
Troops paid by East India Company : 


26.940 
Total for 1842. . J A . 122,568 
Uncrease over 184] - A š . 1,447 
Sum required ‘ ‘ oo £3,581,575 


In 1837, (before the Canada revolution,) nine 
battalions, making 4,500.. Now, twenty-five regi- 
ments. © 

If gentlemen wished to legislate according to the 
British forces, he would give them an idea of their 
extent, and let them -have the terrific picture of 
their navy before their eyés. They had 271 ves- 
sels in commission in various parts of the world. 
He asserted that we would treat with England up- 
on terms of equality, even if we had not a vessel 
afloat ora man armed. No consideration of the 
inequality of our forces would be allowed to influ- 
ence our action. He shrunk from the idea that 
we were to legislate in relation to our. army or 
navy according to the size of the British. The 
proportion of our army to our population was 12 
men to every 17,000 inhabitants. He reada state- 
ment-of the ratios in different foreign countries: 
Standing armies of the principal European States 

in 1832, relatively to their respective popula- 

tions. ; 


Denmark . . linevery 50 inhabitants. 
Sweden P Pa i 53 
Wurtemberg . Sa | 59 
Poland i: roe 60 
Prussia : . 1 68 
Bavaria A 1 69 
Russia 5 e L 70 
Austria . cod 100 
France s sal 110 
England x m | 140 
Two Sicilies . ok 200 
Tuscany . ot 400 
States of the Church . 1 500 


Some conversation here occurred between Mr. 
PROFFITT and Mr. McKEON, in relation to the 
Rhode Island case, Dorr’s sword, &e. But it was 
not heard with. sufficient distinctness to be re- 
ported. . 

The gentleman had said it was necessary to gar- 
rison our forts. What was the calculation of the 
force required? He read, in answer to this ques- 
tion, a slatement annexed to Colonel Totten’s re- 
port in March 26, 1842, (Doc. 168,) showing the 
number of fortifications in the United States, and the 
number of men required to garrison them in time 
of peace, unde@the resolution of the House of 
August 9, 1841: 


Northern frontier . . . 450 
Atlantic frontier—Old works repaired, and 
those proposed to be repaired . : 1,575 
Works under construction . . 805 
Gulf frontier. —Old works repaired, and those 
proposed to be repaired k 310 
Works under construction . . 140 
The whole force little upwards of i 3,000 


There were but 1,000 men on the Western fron- 
tier from Fort Leavenworth to New Orleans. He 
had no doubt that more men couid be employed, 
according to the plan of General Scott; but we had 
not the means. i 

He then alluded to the surplus revenue which 
was squandered upon the States. Then would 
have been the proper time to have improved our 
fortifications. He then enireated the House to 
apply it to fortifications; but in vain. He stoed 
in a miserable minority of 41. In the Senate, 


too, there were but five votes against that measure 
of distribution. He was proud of the vote he had 
given. Now, the very men who voted to distribute 
this money to the States were clamorous for large 
appropriations towards the navy. He alluded to 
the quotation of Mr. Cusine from Lear, and 
asked why he had not quoted the wise sayings of 
the statesmen whose characters were pictured in 
the immortal language of Shakspeare, instead 
of an old and ‘weak monarch? He asked if that 
helpless victim of royalty was to be considered as 
emblematical of the weakness of the present Ad- 
ministration. After some other remarks, Mr. 
McK. concluded by saying that he felt it to be his 
duty to voie against appropriations which would 
cripple the means of the country, in order to raise 
the army and navy. 

Mr. FESSENDEN observed that every gentle- 
man who addressed the committee in favor of a 
reduction of the army, took care to guard bithself 
by saying that he wasa good friend both to the 
army and. the navy. Now, he did not pretend to 
be a friend to either, except so far as they were 
necessary for the service of the country. He look- 
ed upon them as matters of necessity, aud he would 
vote appropriations for them so far as it was neces- 
sary to carry out the objects for which they were 
created, and no farther. Nothing, therefore, that 
he should say on this occasion would be predicated 
on any peculiar attachment to these institutions. 

The particular proposition then before the com- 
mittee was for a redaction of the army; and he 
should confine himself to that question alone, with- 
out wandering into the discussion of other topics 
that bad been brought up in thecourse of the debate. 
He agreed with the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
Gitmer] that there were some abuses in the army 
that ought to be corrected, and the correction of 
which would be to the advantage of the country, as 
well as of the army itself. But, because there 
were abuses, did it follow that the army should be 
reduced below the natural and necessary standard, 
in order to get rid of them? Had they not some 
other mode of correcting these abuses than that of 
reduction? Had they not the power of originating 
bills fixing tae disbursements for the army on a 
definite footing, and leaving nothing to the dis- 
cretion of the departments? Among the abuses that 
needed correction, was the difficulty of ascertaining 
what the pay of the officers was; and, by passing a 
law declaring distinctly what the pay and emolu- 
ments of each grade should be, a great reform 
would be accomplished. 

The question of the reduction of the army was 
one of sufficient importance of itself to oceupy the 
time of the committee with; and he should not, 
therefore, go into any other subject. In reference 
to this question, he had been endeavoring to get 
at some facts to guide his vote, and to enable him 
to give satisfactory reasons to himself, and to those 
to whom he was accountable, for the course he 
should pursue; but he had yet learned nothing that 
could satisfactorily justity the lepping off one-third 
of the army, as it was proposed to do. Leaving 
out of the question what was done in European 
countries, in regard to their armies, he considered 
the subject in reference to this country alone. No 
comparison could safely be made between this 
country and the Governments of the Old World in 
reference to the amount of military and naval 
forces required by teem. Their large military and 
naval establishments were partly the consequence 
of abuses in their systems of government, faud 
partly owing to their geographical positions. With 
us, the case was different, Our very distance from 
the nations with which we might come in conflict, 
was of itslf equivalent to a Jarge army ; and we 
needed no hired soldiery to protect us against our 
own citizens. 

Then, what were the circumstances that ough! to 
be consuled in settling a matter of this kind? Is 
the first place, we should consider what number of 
men was neeessary to keep up a military spirit in 
the country, and to preserve a standard of disci- 
pline; second, what number was sufficient to gar- 
rison the military posts of the United States; what 
number was necessary to protect our borders 
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against Indian incursions; and what number was . 


necessary to carry into effect our Indian treaties, 


and to. preserve peace’ among. the. Indian. tribes, - 
which we were bouid. to. do. Mr. F. then. pros, 
ceeded to argue, at great tengili, that our’ present: 
army was hot more than sufficient for all these pur- 
poses; and that it would not bear any ‘reduction of. 
its numbers, without essentially jeoparding the pub: 
lic service. For the mere purpose of garrisoning 
the forts, and.the preservation of the pablie’prop- 
erty, he had-no doubt that an army-of six thousand 
men was ås good as twelve thousand; but that was ~ 
not the only object of keeping up an army. -Phere 
was another object, and that was—to Keep upa 
military spirit in the country, and to ‘preserve a 
proper degree of discipline. These two -objéets, 
however, could not be accomplished together; for 
if they put barely men enough in the forts to’ gar- 


_ rison them, and preserve the public property, there 


would in no place be enough of them collected 
together to acquire a knowledge of their profession. 
He was, therefore, for having men enough to com- 
bine the two objects tegether. Mr. F. went on to 
show that the condition of the country was widely 
different from what it was in 1821, when the army: 
was reduced: Ia 1821, we had no military posts: 
now, they amounted to thirty-odd, on the Atlantic, 
on the Gulf, on the Indian and Northern frontiers, . 
and on the lakes. Now, how many then would be 
necessary to garrison all these posts, and keep up 
the discipline of the army, as well as a military.. 
spirit in the country, as well as to preserve the 
public property? ‘He was not prepared to say how 
many would be necessary, but certainly thought 
that the present army was not more than sufficient, 
for these objec's. i 

Mr. GOGGIN said that the report from. the 
War Department stated that 3,000 men were all 
that were necessary to garrison the military posts— 

Mr. FESSENDEN said the Seerctary only refer- 
red to the number of men necessary to garrison the 
posts and preserve the public property; but he was 
speaking also of the number necessary for. the- 
other object, of keeping alive a military spirit and. 
the preservation of discipline. f ` 

[Some conversation ensued between Messrs. 
GOGGIN and FESSENDEN; after which, Mr. Fe 
spoke of the number of troops required on, our 
Western borders to prevent incursions of the In- 
dians, and to preserve peace among the Indian 
tribes ] : ` 

He would not say how many would be neces- 
sary, but there must be enough toawe the sav- 
ages, repel promptly any aggressions, and to 
make them know that they cannot make incur- 
sions into. our settlements with impunity. “Mr. 
F. next referred to the opinions of the Secretary of 
War, and of the Commanding Generel, in favor of 
an inerease of ovr military force; and, in conelu- 
sion, earnestly opposed any reduction of the corps 
of topographical engineers, commeniing on the im- 
portance of their duties, and the value of their ser- 

ices, both in time of war and in time of peace. : 

fr, WARREN of Georgia said that he should 
vote for the greatest reduction that kad been pro- 
posed, and at the earliest possible time. He had 
not been able to sce any utility in the army, except 
for garrisoning our military posts, and the protection 
of the public property in them; and, for that pur- 
pose, an army reduced to the lowest limit that had 
been proposed would be sufficient. He was not 
willing to be governed by the opinions of the Sec- 
retary of War and of the Commanding General: for 
if the army was graduated by their seale, as well as 
for the purpose of keeping up a military spirit, the 
whole country would ‘soon be one military camp. 
After a few remarks, in jastification of his vote on 
the navy bill, Me W. said that he came from a 
tax-paying, nota tax-consuming, people; and he 
must weigh well every object ef public expenditure 
before he could vote for it. His people were not 
beseeching him to impose taxes in order that they 
might prefit by them. If he represented such 
a constituency as that of the gentleman from 
Maine, who expected money to be expended 
among them for building foris, and to whom 
taxation would prove a blessing, he might also be 
in favor of preserving the army, for the sake of 
keeping alive a military spirit in the country. He 
was uot to be influenced by the ery that he had so 
often heard repeated, of danger of collision with 


f we had not’a sitgle major general, 


‘a single soldier, as: if we had. the largest 


f n-the world.” We had other means of com- 
manding:the respect- of the world besides aù army,. 


-apd that was in the: resources of. the country and 


the'strength arising’ out ‘of our free institutions. 

He had rather look to the intelligent-yeomanry of 
» the coun'ry than toa standing arhy for protection 
- &gainst foreign aggression, “Indeed,:hédid not be- 
lieve that.a: navy. was necessary for the protection 
of owr-commercial intercourse with: other nations. 
s After. some further remarks in. favor of the 
amendment, Mr. W. devoted the remainder. of the 
time he occupied the Moor to a discussion of . the 
resolittions offered by his colléague [Mr. Bracs] 
and himself-in relation to the United States troops 
in Georgia,and the correspondence between the Goy- 
ernof of that State and the Secretary of “War on 
that subject. [During this portion of his remarks, 
several explanations took place between him and. 
Mr: BLACK.] 

`: Mr: WARD then obtained the floor, 

Mr. BLACK requested the gentleman from New 
York to give him the opportunity to reply to the 
remarks ‘of the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. 
‘Wanrren,] st 


Mr, WARD. said he would’ yield the floor with . 


the understanding that he did not- loose his right 
to its : i ` 


eeure the gentleman from New York the floor, if 
he yielded it.. A . 
. Ms. BLACK, however, was allowed, by gen- 
eral. consent, to proceed; and he replied at some 
length tothe remarks of his colleague, [Mr. 
Warren.) 

Mr. WARREN, at the close of Mr. Bracx’s 
remarks, obtained permission te explain; and some 
discussion ensued between him and Mr. BLACK, 

Mr, WARD then entered into the disciission on 
the subject before the House; but at the late hour 
at which the House adjourned; only a brief refer- 
ente to some of his positions can be given. What, 
he inquired, was. the object of this Government? 
Why. did they come there together in a perfect 
union? What was their end and aim Was 
ito not the common defence of the whole 
Union} And what did they hear on every 
side,. in reference to the common defence of the 
Union for which they came there, and this Govern- 
ment was formed, and to which everything else was 
ineident?. They heard anything rather than that 
Which brought them together. They had, to be 
Sure, power to regulate the Post Office establish. 

Ment,, to regulate commerce, and to coin money; 
all this was'expressed in the Constitution, and the 
party with: which he acted: wag willing to go for 
every thing that was specified there, and for noth- 
mg else; and hence they. were ‘opposed to a 
Bank of the United States, for they found 
nothing in the Constitution authorizing this 
‘Government. to pass a law for the establish- 
ment of a Bank of the United States; hence 
also, they. were opposes to interna! improvemen s 
But when they came to the very object for which 
this Government was instiiuied—the common de- 
fence cf. the Union—he was astonished to find that 
even the Representatives of the great commercial 
cities: were raising their voices against that com- 
mon defence. Fie (Mr. Warp) had the honor to 
represent a district adjoining a great commercial 
city (New York) which was bounded on the one 
side by the Hudson river, and on the.other by the 
Hast river and the Sound, and consequenily they 
were assailable; and, therefore, he felt himself pos- 
sessing a common interest with that great city 
near which he was situated. But what was their 
object? Were they coming there 10 increase the 
Standing army? No; they did not come there with 
that object. He (Mr. W.) was opposed to it. He 
was aware that a prejudice existed ageiust a siand. 
ingarmy. ‘They knew how and when it hed its 
« Origin, and they knew that it was looked upon as 


~ individual, ot entering ito the service of the coun- 


dangerous institution; and they liked not that an | 


try, should divest bimself,of his citizenship. He, 


; (Mr. W.) was not in favor of a large standing. 
- army ‘in this, the only legitimate ‘free Government- 
on earth; but they should keep up a sufficient mili- 


tary force for the protection of the country. ‘They 


‘had an extensive frontier, on which were 60,000. 


warriors; and, forthe protection of the Western in- 
habitants.of this Union against those savages, one 
gentleman. had conceded that the two regiments of 
dragoons were necessary! Would they, then, dis- 
band the infantry?. In- every point of view, he 


~ deemed it tinwise ahd indiscreet, especially in the 


peculiar state’ of our foreign. relations. There 
were, however, manifest signs in that Hense that 
the army must go, and not alone, by fragments. 
There were gentlemen opposed to the: army, and 
others who were opposed to the navy, and some 
who weré averse toa tariffand every gentleman 
opposed to a tariff would vote agaiast the army.. 
What, then, wasto bedone? Was the army to be 
destroyed for the purpose of saving a few mullions 
of dollars? If the army were destroyed for that 
purpose, the navy must follow; by which it had 


_ been said some $15,000,000 ,would be saved. In 


the same spirit, the diplomatie corps must be dis- 
banded. Already the inquiry had been made, 
“What necessity was there for any foreign minis- 
ters?” But, by-and-by the people would force those 
reductions further, atid say “Gentlemen; you have 
eight dollars a day+-down with. your pay.” 
The people would speak, too, of their forty 
cents a mile for travelling. One gentleman on 
that floor-had complained of the small sum of ten 
cents a mile being paid- to an officer for his re- 
moval from some Westérn station as exorbitant 
and extravagant, while that same member received 
forty cents per mile for coming to this place. The 
people would look to this. , 
The honorable gentleman pursued this subject 
long and ably. He explained the circumstances 


under which certain officers had been. breveted,. 


He traced the rise and progress, and dwelt lucidly 
on the efficiency and present state of the militia, on 
which gentlemen had said the country must rely 
for its protection and defence. He recapitu- 
lated the efforts made by a late Government 
for its reorganization, and the undeserved odium 
which bad been reflected on.Mr. Van Buren 
on that subject; and he enforced the necessity 
of keeping up a well-disciplined army of the exist- 
ing number as a nucleus for the formation of an 
efficient army in time of war. The policy of this 
country was peace; and he wished the day would 
arrive when, in all the nations of the earth, there 
would be war no more. Buta knowledge of them- 
selves—and the proper study of mankind is man— 
would satisfy them that there was much in human 
nature to dispel the illusion that a state of undis- 
turbed harmony had arrived whose perpetuity was 
secure, 

Mr, HALSTED next obtained the floor, but 
he gave way fora motion that the committee rise; 
which was carried in the affirmative. 

Mr. FILLMORE then submitted a resolution, to 
form part of the 123d rule, to. the effect that it 
should be in order, in Committee of the Whole, for 
any member to move that the pending question 
should be then taken; and, if such motion were 
carried, the question should be taken without 
further debate. 

Mr. PROFFIT and others ebjected to the re- 
ception of the resolution, 

Mr. FILLMORE gave notice that he should 
renew the motion at the first convenient oppor- 
tunity. 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Wenwespay, June 1, 1842. 

Mr. ALLEN presented a memorial of citizens 
of the vicinity of Toledo, Ohio, asking the remo- 
val of the port of entry from the city of Maumee 
fo the city of Toledo; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, 

Mr. ALLEN presented additional papers in 


‘Support of the claim of David Robb, for indem- 


nity for services rendered and expenses incurred 
by him in effecting a ratification of treaties with 


. While in camp jn Florida; which was ord 


the Shawnee Indians; which, with the documents 
now. on the files- of the Senate relating to that 


-elaim, were referred to the Commitiee on Indian 


Affaits, Si ; 
“Mr. GRAHAM presented a petition from Mary. 
S. Massie, executrix, and Robert H. Miller, exeau~_ 
tor, of John W. Massie, deceased, praying pay- 
mént.of claim for hardware furtished the United- 

States: yeferred to the Committee.on Claims. ` 
` The PRESIDENT pro tem. presented-amemo~ 
rial from Amos Kendall, of the city of Washing-. 


. ton, praying relief from the effect of a judgment 


of $11,000, cbtained against hiin by Stockton ‘aod 
Stokes, in consequence of official acts done by him’ 
as Postmaster General, in refusing to pay over to 

them $129,000 extra allowances; which he did not 

believe they were entitled to: referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. : R 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid. before. the 

ate a communication from the Treasury De ite. 
ment, covering a statement of the number of clerks : 
in the several officés of the Treasury Department, 
during the year 1841, and. the compensation of. 
each; made in compliance- with the act of Con- 
gress fixing the. compensation-of the different. of- 
ficers of the Executive Departments.: ordered. 40 


lie on the table and be printed: i +... 
Mr. YOUNG presented the procéedi: 
lic meeting, held in Morgan’ county, Minoi 
subject of the tariff, of expenditures of 
money, congressional économy, and. short sess 


` which were referred to the Committee on Retrenche . 


ment, ‘ : ited 
Mr. HUNTINGTON, from the Committee on 
Commerce, to which had been referred the petition 


è 
register for the brig Gulnare; “whi 
twice, and, having been considered: ‘as.in.com 
tee of the whole, was reported again to thè Sèn- 


ate, and ordered to be engrossed for .a third read= 


ing. eae 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on Mili- 
-tary Affairs, made an adverse report, on. the :peti=` 
tion.of Henry McKavett, for himself and. other: 


; Officers of the-United States-army,. praying to- be. 


indemnified for losses sustained -by, a. hurricane 


le on the table, and be printed. soy 
Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the Jus. 
diciary, reported back to .the House, without 
amendment, House bills for the relief of John Ran- 
dail and Charles York; for the-relief of James 
Morrow: and Jonathan Tipton sand for the -relief 
ef Henry D. Defrees and Stephen Jenney.' 0°. 
Mr. CLAYTON, from the Committee on the Jus 
diciary,.to which had been referred House bill for: 
the relief of David Alispach, reported the same. 
back, with a recommendation that it be indefinitely 
postponed. Bey eee Ae : 
Mr. BAGBY, on leave, introduced. a’-bill- to’‘ex- 
plain and amend “An act to provide for paying for 
horses and other property lost and destroyed in the 
military service of the United States,” approved Jans 
wary 18, 1837; which was read twice, and referred: 
to the Committee on Military A fffrs, A 
_ Mr. HENDERSON, on leave, introdùced a 
joint resolution authorizing the Secretary of the 
Treasury to settle the indebtedness of Gordon D. 
Boyd; which was read twice, and referred to -the 
Committee on Finance. EM sa 
Mr. BAYARD asked that the Senate ‘would 
take up for consideration the resolution for the ap- 
pointment of a corps of reporters. pi ed 
_ Mr. BUCHANAN was afraid that, if the resolu»: 
tion was taken up, it might lead to debate, and ins 
terfere with the apportionment bill. Eee 
_Mr. BAYARD said it would not take much. 
time, at any rate.. And the resolution was taken. 


Resolved, That the Sec: 
hereby, directed to em 
five ia number, for th 
the commencement of. 
report the Proceedings 
ate, who shall be sworn or affirmed faithful iini 
duties of their office, and shall be all ips Barents 
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ing shall be so conducted, that the entire report of the proceed- 
ings and debates of each day shall, within three hours after 
the adjournment, be placed in the hands of the printer. The 
publication af the report shall be committed to the publishers 
of'such one of the daily papers as will engage, free from all 
charge—Ist. To publish the entire report in their daily papers; 

l. To furnish proof slips thereof to any other paper in the 
District of Columbia; and, 3d. To furnish two copies of the re- 
port, for the use of each member of the Senate, by 9 o’clock on 
the ensuing morning. 

Resolved, That a seat on the floor ofthe Senate shall be as- 
signed tothe reporter actually on duty, by the President of the 
Senate. A 

Mr. BAYARD said he did not know that it was 
necessary to say much on the resolution, as the 
subject was before the Senate at the last session, 
was debated, and then received the support of a 
large number of Senators. It might be apparent 
to every one that it was exceedingly necessary and 
proper that the views which are. entertained by 
such a body as. the Senate in relation to the affairs 
of the country, and the policy proper to be pursued 
to best preserve the interests of the country, should 
be known; and it was apparent, from the meagre 
history of the debates at this session, that the views 
of the Senate were not known. Senators are often 
under the necessity of giving votes, which appear 
on‘the record, yet do not explain themselves. The 
resolution, it would be perceived, proposed to 
employ a corps of reporters, five in number. 
They would not all be present at the sametime, but 
a single one would be attendance ata time. That 
one would perform the service for thirty or forty 
minutes, and retire for the purpose of writing out 
the notes. It takes five times as long to write 
out the matter taken down in debate, as it does to 
take the notes. Therefore, it would be perceived 
that one of the five reporters would be always 
prepared to relieve the one on duty, whether the 
time he be on duty be twenty or forty minutes. 
Mr. B. said no material alteration would be re- 
quired in the arrangement of the chamber, (as was 
thought would be necessary when the subject was 
presented at the last session,) as but one reporter 
would be on duty ata time. He could occupy the 
seat now occupied by the assisiant door-keeper, 
where he would be enabied to hear distinetly every 
word uttered in any part of the hall.. Therefore 
no extra expense was necessary in making a dif- 
ferent arrangementof the hall. The only expease 
that would be incurred would be $260 per week to 
pay the reporters. Tse plan could be tried this 
session; and, if found not to give satisfaction, they 
could abandon it at the close. He had no doubt 
that the plan proposed, if tried, would be highly 
acceptable to the Senate and to the community. 
He proposed to modify the resoluiion, so as to re- 
quire that the publisher shall also send five copies 


of the debates to the office of the Secretary of the - 


Senate. 

The resolution was modified accordingly. 

The question being on the adoption of the reso- 
lution— 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana said he did not rise to 
debate the proposition. He was decidedly op- 
posed to itin allits forms, and asked that the vote 

_be taken by yeas and nays. 

Mr. KING was in favor of the employment of 
a corps of reporters, in order that the proceedings 
might be fairly presented to the country; and ifa 
plan, properly matured to attain that object, was 
presented, he would notbe opposedtoit. Bathe 
did not think the plan now presented would re- 
sult to the satisfaction of the Senate. He did not 
think the chairman had fixed upon one which 
would prove practicable. In the first place, five 
reporters are to be appointed by the Secretary, and 
there will be so one individual responsible—each 
one acting for himself. It woud be better for a 
principal reporter to be appointed, with the pri- 
vilege of employing four or five others to be under 
his supervision or management. The principal 
reporter should be an individual in whom we 
couid have the greatest confidence. The object in 
having a corps of reporters would be to make 
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the debates public; and-if no printer would under- 
take the publieation as was proposed in the reso- 
lution, the whole object would be defeated. 

Mr. BAYARD would remark, in the first place, 
in reply to the Senator from Alabama, [Mr Kina,] 
that there would be no want of responsibility on 
the part of the corps, because it was contemplated 
to have a principal reporter, whose business it 
would be to overlook the others. This was of 
course a matter of detail. He had no doubt the 
Secretary, upon whom would devolve the duty of 
appointing the reporters, would take care that the 
whole matter would be properly conducted. It 
might be that he would employ the principal re- 
porter, (and give the power to such reporter to em- 
ploy the remainder,) who would be responsible to 
him for the conduct of hisemployees. It would be, 
at any rate, an office of a day; andif such as were 
employed should not prove competent, or shouid 
not give satisfaction, they could be discharged on 
the instant. The Secretary would be responsible 
for those he would employ, and would, no doubt, 
employ an efficient corps. With regard to the 
other matter-—the publication of the debates—he 
would only say that the committee would not kave 
ventured to report favorably on the plan, without 
first ascertaining the fact that the printers would be 
willing to publish the debates. They had made in- 
quiry; and it was on the p'an proposed by the 
editors of the Globe that the commitiee had based 
their report. After considering the plan of these 
editors, the committee had come to the conclusion 
that it was the best mode that could be adopted. 
The expenses which would be incurred by putting 
it into operation would not exceed the saving which 
had been made this session in the contingent fund. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana said he would modify 
his motion. By way of atest vote, he wouid move 
to lay the resolution on the table; and on that mc- 
tion demanded the yeas and nays. The yeas and 
hays were ordered. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he would vote for the 
motion to lay the resoiution on the table—not be- 
cause he was cpposed to the resolution, but because 
it was his desire to proceed to the consideration of 
the orders of the day. 

Mr. KING hoped the resolution would be passe 
ed by informaily. Mr. K. said he should vote to 
lay it on the table—not because he was.opposed to 


the resolution, but because it wanted modification. | 


The question was, however, taken; and the regolu- 
tion was laid on the table, on yeas and nays, by 
the following vote: : 
YEAS—Messrs. Alien, Bagby, Barrow, Bates, Benton, Ba- 
chanan, Calhoun, Clayton, Crafts, Cuthbert, Fulton, Graham, 
Huntington, King, McRoberts, Miller, Morehead, Sevier, Smith 
of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Sturgeon, Tall- 
madge, Tappan, White, Wilcox, Woodbridge, Woodbury, 
Wright, and Young—30. i 3 
NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Bayard, Berrien, Crittenden, Evans, 
Henderson, Linn, Mangum, Preston, and Rives—10. 


a motion, the Senate then proceeded to consid- 
(0 ticn, the Senate ıl ded to consig 
er, as in committee of the whole, 


THE APPORTIONMENT BILL. 


The question pending, was the amendment of the; 
Judiciary Committee, proposing to strike from the 
second section the words ia brackets, and to insert 
the words in italics, viz: 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, in every case 
when a State is entitied to more than one Representative, [the 
number to which each State shall be entitled under this appor- 
tionment shall be elected by districts, composed of contiguous 
territory, equal ia number to the number of Representatives to 
which said State may be entided—no one district electing more 
than one Representative,] and the election in such State shalt, 
under the luws thereof, be made by districts, such districta 
shall be composed of contiguous territory, and each shall con- 
tain a representative population equal to the number which, 
by the existing ratio, shall be required for one member, as 
nearly as may be ; and no one istrict shall elect more than 
one misinber. 


Mr. HENDERSON remarked that, so far as the 
question at issue affected Mississippi, he felt little 
soliciiude about the elause in the biil; nor had he 
any on any otheraccount. The proposed measure 
rendering the system of electing Representatives for 


the other House uniform, involved a question of - 
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power in the hands of the Federal Government 
over ‘the States, which had engaged the attention 
cf the. people of the United: States ever sincè the 
beginning of this Government. ` {t had excited sh 
earlier interest than any which existed at the date 
of the journals read yesterday. ‘What he proposed 
to show, was, that this bill did not go farther than 
was contemplated by the framersof the Constitution. 
it had been said, that, in the amendment proposed 
by the Judiciary Committee, nothing bat the èx- 
press power of the Constitution would be carried 
out. There were only very few States in. the 
Union which, however, could now be affected by 
the criginal clause, without the amendment; as he 
believed. there were not more than three or four 
States which had not adopted the district system by 
their own action. Sane 

He referred to the record of debates in the 
Federal Convention to frame the: Constitution, 
with a view of showing that General Pinck- 
ney considered the report of the committee cone 
templated nothing else but the exercise of: the 
entire contro], should Congress see ñt to make 
use of it; and the object of Mr. Pinckney’s amend- 
ment was to modify the proposition so that: the 
States should have the regulation of time, manner, 
and place of electing Representatives, should they 
think proper to exercise it. This was voted down; 
and General Pinckney then proposed that the next 
branch should be elected by the people in the man- 
ner in which the Legislatures shall direct. Had 
this been adopted, it would have met the ideas of 
those who now oppose this bill. But the proposi- _ 
tion was not adopted; and at a subsequent stage 
of the debate, the clause, as it now exists in the 
Constitution, was agreed to. 

He referred to the arguments. brought forward 
yesterday by the Senator from New York, [Mr. 
Wruicut,] as to the “manner” of holding elections. 
He admitted that the Senator had used some of ais 
arguments hypothetically. Now, he drew from 
these arguments a deduction the very reverse of: 
that drawn by the Senator from New York. The 
Senater assumed that, if the clause in the Constitu« 
tion relative to the times, manner, and place of 
holding elections, does not expressly reach to ‘the 
districting of the States, any omission is an omis- 
sion in favor of the States. His (Mr. H.’s):infer~ 
ence was the reverse; for, as the Constitution, in 
this respect, referred to the organization of the offi- 
cers of the Federal Government, whatever omis- 
sions were made were reserved to the Constitution 
itself. This view of the case he argued at consid- 
erable length. 

He cdmitted that there was another argument, 
which was apparently of more weight. It was, 
that’ no matter what regulations the Siates might 
make in relation to the times, manner, and place 
of electing members of Congress for the Federal 


Lerislature, Congress had the power reserved to 
«it by the Constitution of altering those regulations; 
and that this power to alter was tantamount to the 


power of making a law regulating either the times, 
place, or manner. 

This argument, however indefinite in appearance, 
was reducible to a very clear and self-evident 
elucidation. It was merely that Congress-—should 
any occasion present itself, in which experience 
would have shown that it was necessary to alter 
zny one of the regulations made by the States in 
these particulars of times, manner, and place— 
might exercise that power, forbearing to:exercise it 
in regard to others. The Senator from New York 
had, however, asked what would be the conse- 
quence of a State now having the district system 
esiablished, changing its regulation to the general- 
ticket system, and electing its members of Con- 
gress thereby, instead of in the manner prescribed by 
this bill; and would Congress refuse the members 
thus elected their seats in the other House? His 
answer to this was, that if such a case occurred, 
the position would be this: the law of Congress re- 
quizes that each member of the House of Rep- 


x 


fesentalives shall be the Representative of a dis- 
trict: If a person presents himself tobe sworn in as 
a member, and; when asked what district’ does he 
represent, replies that he represents a State, and not 
a’ district; he. shouldbe. told he could not. be 


received, because the law says he shall represent a — 


district, and. his:eredentials in. any other capacity 
do-notentitle himto-a-seat. _ s 
`- He contended that any power to be exercised by 
the Constitution, was to-be exercised so as to act 
. equally,. and- produce uniformity. It could not, 
therefore, be maintained that Congress should pars 
alaw.which.was to be imperative on some States 
~ anddnoperative.in others; for this reason, he disap- 
proved of the commiltee’s amendment. .. : 
AS, to the illustrations produced yesterday by the 
Senator from New York, from the reports of con- 
ventions of several States convened to ratify the 
Constitution, he (Mr. H.) contended that, no mat- 
ter. what was the opinion they chose to. entertain, 
they. did ratify. the Constitution, and they were 
bound to. abide by it. a 
He next entered into a general review of the ar- 
guments in favor of the general-ticket system, and 
proceeded at considerable length to refute them; 
contending that expediency, republican principle, 
and security of popular rights, were all in favor of 
the district system, in preference to the general- 
ticketsystem. _ 7 
He denied the position taken by the Senator 
from New York, that four or six large States could 
successfully control the rest of the States; because 
there was a check in the Senate, where the small 
States had a majority of representatives. But, in- 
dependent of that consideration, there was a com- 
munity of, popular feeling and interest between the 
large and the smal\States. If the objection was worth 
any thing at all, it was more potent against the 
general-licket system than against the district sys- 
tem. This he maintained, by supposing many cases 
in which the same party could carry a majority in 
several States, depriving the minority in those 
States of any voice at all. 
Mr. WOODBURY observed that the immediate 
question was not one necessary to the apportion- 
ment at all; and he suggested the propriety, for that 
reason alone, of striking out the whole clause. 
Fer, whether constitutional or not, or. whether ex- 
pedient or not, was a question which could be 
made a matter of subsequent discussion; and, to 
give time for deliberation, and to let it stand on its 
own merits, it would be best to introduce the meas- 
ure in a separate biil, Mr, W. here explained the 
understanding of the Convention as to the introduc- 
tion of the clause into the Constitution. The com- 
munity at once took the alarm at the probable con- 
sequences of such an exercise of power by Con- 
gress; and to allay this alarm, the Federalist took 
the broad ground that this clause was necessary for 
the, self-preservation of the Government, and was 
adopted for that. purpose; but it was not intended 
that the General Government should exercise the 
power, unless the States refused to make the regu- 
lations, or were incapacitated by circumstances 
from doing it, or exercised it so as to destroy the 
representative principle, Ele read passages from 
the Federalist to show this, The true understand- 
ing then was, that Congress could, constitutionally, 
only act when the States did not or could not act; 
or acted fraudulently as toe representation itself. 
This bill goes upon the presumption that the States 
are either negligent, incapable, or refractory, 
Suppose, then, a State refuses to district as you 
dictate, and Congress issues its mandamus: it will 
‘be blown sky-high by the State to which it is ad- 
dressed. You do not send your army into any but 
the smallest States, like Rhode Island, to coerce 
them in respect to their own affairs. Would you 
dare to dragoon in that way Virginia or Ohio? He 
contended that the power to alter could not consti- 
tationally be exercised by Congress, unless to cor- 
recta ease in which the popular right of election 
had been impeded or violated. He could not see 
a right to alter, on any principle, different from the 
power to make. He did not regard sovereign 
- States as trained soldiers, to be dressed in a uni- 
form livery as to every thing, and capable of being 
alled-up by Congress, as by an order of drill-ser- 
geanis, to review them and clip all their dress to 


a 


| our trim. The States are, by the Constitution, to 


exercise.their own machinery in electing their Rep- 
resentatives; and when they have sent them here, 
it is not ‘for Congress toinqaire whether. the ma- 
chinery by which they were elected was uniform- 
and. alike in all its construction, or not. He con- 
tended that the.power of Congress to regulate, 
could not be exercised in any way but in a particu- 
lar case of special and extraordinary wrong; but 


that, case might extead to one, two, or three States, 


and should be charged then specifically on each. 

As to the “manner” of carrying on elections, he 
considered the argumenis of the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi forcible; but he (Mr. W.) contended that 
particular cases of grievance must occur before 
Congress could interfere; and then only. particu- 
larly, in reference to the grievance; and not gen- 
erally, as to general principles, and confining legis- 
lation only to such principles. 

-Hle next referred to the technical meaning of the 
word alter; which was, to change partially, or in 
part. When we alfer a house, we do not erect a 
new house; so, when you alter a Jaw, you can only 
correct it in certain particulars; and then you carry 
out the correction in full into details. 

This Government, during fifty years of its con- 
tinuance, had gone through periods of war and 
peace, and depression and prosperity, without 
any proposition to alter the State systems in elec- 
tions, and make thischange. What extraordinary 
event had happened, or existed, that renderéd it 
more necessary now, than at any time during the 
last half century, to rake up this slumbering pow- 
er—if the power existed at all, to the extent im- 
pled? Wasit not the true policy, that Congress 
should, if altering at all, carry through its altera- 
tion. He believed it could not order the States to 
perfect a change, but must itself perfect it. Con- 
gress had the power, or it had not. If the former, 
then it must complete or finish the alteration in its 
details. The decisive proof of this is, that if a 
State omitted to make any law to elect Represent. 
atives—as Rhode Island did under the old Con‘ed- 
eration, and which led to this clause in the bill— 
Congress must, of course, if making a regulation 
for her, make the districts and details. So, if she 
allers any existing State law or State system, she 
ought and must alter the details, and make the dis- 
trict or districts she wishes, and as she wishes. The 
power extends to the whole, or does not exist at all; 
and must be exercised as to the whole, or it will be 
neglected or disobeyed; as no State is obliged to 
obey your mandates, or finish your own work and 
duty. Each Government must be eficient and per- 
fect in its sphere. Thus, every revising body can, 
and should, go no further than the exigency re- 
quires; but, as far as it goes, should finish its own 
decrees. Otherwise, the General Government is 
dependent on the States, as well as the latter being 
in other respects tributary to the General Govern- 
ment. 

How indelicate and offensive for us, without any 
extraordinary or new emergency, and no special 
default or malfeasance in any one State, to thrust 
in our officious legislation; and this, under circum- 
Stances where none—even the fathers who made 
the Constitution—neilher soon after, nor since, for 
fifty years, have deemed it competent or wise thus 
to overspado w Siate power, State policy, and State 
rights. 


Congress could not interfere, ualess in great 


exigencies; and those exigencies as high to justify 
altering as making regulations. 

He could conceive but one reason for interfer- 
ence, and that would be for the preservation of the 
Government or the representative principle. But 
no such case occurred now; for the Government is 
going on as tranquilly as ever in elections, and 
without any new necessity for the exercise of any 
such power as that which. must be exercised if the 
clause in this bill be adopted, even as proposed to be 
amended. 

He pointed out that the committee’s amendment 
would not correct any extraordinary evil, nor ef- 
fect any object but one hostile, in his opinion, to 
the spirit of the Constitution, as well as the wisest 
expediency. i 

Mr. McROBERTS was opposed to the second 


section of this bill, because he considered it a vio- 
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lation of the Constitution of the United States. 
The Constitution vesis in the two Houses of Con- 
gress the legislation of the United S:ates, subject to 
the approval of the Executive. But there was no 
power vested by the Constitution in Congress to 
exercise any legislative control over the Legisla« 
tures of the several States. ee 
He feferred to several analogous cases decided 
by the Supreme Court—for instance, with regard to 
the exercise of legislative power by Congress to 
confer jurisdiction on a State court or State -magis- 


_ trate; and he contended that, if Congress cannot do 


this, it cannot confer any jurisdiction or power on 
State Legislatures. 

` He insisted that eyen Mr. Hamilton, with all his 
aptitude to look with favor on the exercise of 
power, never went beyond the assumption that it 
was only in case of neglect, incapacity, or the refusal 
of the States to act, that Congress could act in 
reference to the time, manzer, or place of electing 
Representatives. 

If’Congress now exercises this power, where will 
itend? What will become of the boasted sover- 
eignty of the States? oe 
<- Mr. WILCOX objected to the clause under dis- 
cussion, on the grounds of unconstitutionality.. He 
also objected on the ground of the inexpediency of 
interfering with the States without any. direct 
necessity. He-had a further objection; it was, that 
if this bill were passed with such a clause, it would 
be an incentive to such States as it would profess 
to exercise control over, to resist its execution; and 
it would thus lead to a collision with the General 
Government, without any means, on the part of the 
latter, to maintain its ownlaw. He did not see 
any necessity or propriety for this interference. 
He thought it was an unconstitutional exercise of 
power, and he should vote to strike out the section 
when that question came up. ae TE 

Mr. TALLMADGE observed, that in reference 
to the remarks of his colleague [Mr. Wricur] yes- 
terday, abont the difficulties which would arise in 
all attempts to adjust districts in the State of New 
York, he thought his colleague had imagined what 
would not occur, He had been looking over the 
census returns of the counties in that. State, and he 
certainly discovered that this adjustment could not 
be made without dividing counties. But he was 
not aware of any serious impediment, in practice, to 
the division of counties: it was a thing which hith- 
erto had been practised in the State upon particular 
occasions. Fe enumerated some instances in which 
counties had been so divided without any incon- 
venience. And as to the gerrymandering com- 
plained of, with regard to the city of New York, he 
conceived that would be carried on whether the 
city was districted or not, unless there was some 
general Jaw to prevent the practice. - 

Believing that there was no constitutional doubt 
of the power of Congress over the mattet, and be- 
lieving that the plan proposed would create uni- 
formity and best secure popular rights, he would 


“vote in support of the clause under discussion, 


Mr. MERRICK observed that the people of Ma- 
tyland were very much in favor of the district sys- 
tem, but were opposed to any arrangement which 
would oblige them to divide their districts: they 
wished to retain the right of regulating their own 
districts themseives, He would therefore vote 
against the Judiciary Committee’s amendment, but 
would vote in favor of the original clause. 

Mr. RIVES observed that, although he consid- 
ered the letter of the Constitution was conclusive 
that Congress possessed this power, it did not seem 
to him that the case existed which calle] for its ex- 
ercise. Though the power given by the Constitu- 
tion was understood to extend to other cases than 
those of specific failure or refusal, yet the States, 
in ratifying the Constitution, expressly stated their 
understanding that the power should not be exer- 
cised except in cases of failure or refusal; it ap- 
peared to him that it would now, with a fall know- 
ledge of this understanding, be a breach of good 
faith to exercise the power when no such case of 
failure or refusal exists. mola 

The want of uniformity which is now complained 
of, has existed from the beginning of the Govern- 
ment down to the present day. He enumerate 
many States which had changed from the ‘generals 


ticket. system to the district system; and asserted 
that the nuinber at presént practising the general. 
ticket system did not exceed five or six. This was 
a less, instead of a greater. number than hitherto; 
and: therefore he could not see what there was to 

. jastify the exercise of a power now, which was 
looked upon with great jealousy when it was given, 
and which, it was understood, was not to be exer- 
cised but in the last extremity. 

It is a power of the mest insidious and dangerous 
tendency. Thiis being the character of the power— 
an obtrusive power to regulate the domestic ar- 
rangements of the States—he would ask, was it 
proper, was it desirable, was it safe, for Congress 
to obtrude its obnoxious powers? 

He could find no analogy for such an exercise of 
the double power of legislation, but in the action of 
Great Britain in ils interference with the colonia] 
legislation of this couniry at the time of the Revo- 
lution; and what was the consequence? It was the 
dismemberment and breaking up of the greatest 
power on earth. What did Edmund Burke say? 
He said the legal existence of a power may survive 
safe only in a dormant state; bat it may be danger 
ous and destructive to it and to other associate pow- 
to exercise it. 
> He deprecated the exercise of such a power 
now, or on an occasion short of one imperiously 
necessary; particularly of such a dangerous and 
obstrusive power as this. All the conventions 
which had discussed the subject, had coneurred in 
the danger of this insidious power; and it was only 
under the strongest assurances that this power was 
not to be exercised unless in cases of high politi- 
cal necessity, that they could be induced to ratify 
the Constitution. No such necessity now exists. 
To exercise the power, then, without such necessity, 
would be a gross violation of good faith. 

He abhorred the general-licket system as much as 
any gentleman; but he believed there might be 
cases in which it would be more convenient for 
small States than any other. But he fully believed 
that the popular feeling throughout the country 
would settle down, if let alone by Congress, in favor 
of the district system. à 

Exercise this power now, and what is to prevent 
the next Congress from reversing the system, and 
using the same power to compel the States to carry 
out the general-ticket system uniformly? In the 
revolutions of parties, it was not an improbable 
even! that another and different party might have 
the control of legislation here when the next Con- 
gress meets. Ifrelentless, heartless, party organiza- 
tion should prevail, it might naturally lead to the 
control of the elements of its own preservation, 
by the adoption of the general-ticket system. 

He would say to Senators, that when voting for 
the exercise of this power, they were voting for a 
bloody instruction—voting for the filling up of the 
poisoned chalice which was to be returned to their 
own lips to quaff. 

His conviction was, that if the 
alone, no case would occur for the necessity of in 
terference. It was the only way to avert the beart- 
tess and despotic organization of party power. 
He would vote against the ameudment, and then 
against the or’: i 

Mr. MERRIOK observed, that different minds 
came to different conclusions. The Senator con- 
ceives that the exercise of ihis power will lead 
to the universal adoption of the general-iicket sys- 
tem. He (Mr. M.) conceived that the non-exer- 
cise of the power would lead to that result. This 
was the time to adopt the district system, while 
Congress had the power to doit. If it was done 
now, it might be considered permanent, as the pop- 
ular feeling was already strongly in its favor, and 
would be confi: med in it when made general. 

Mr. RIVES said his honorable friend had reas- 
oned as if the district system would be irrevocable 
if now settled. Butcould the Senate be blind to the 
fact, that if the district system is carried now, it 
will be by a party vote; and that if another and a 
different party be in power next Congress, they will 
revoke this system, and adopt its opposite? What 
State or what portion of thecommunity had com- 
plained of the liberty now enjoyed by the States, to 
choose what system they please? The great evi- 
was, that the legislation of the General Govera- 


States were let 


> 
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ment wonld be exercised by the cold, heartless pol- 
icy of closely organized dominant parties, from the 
intrigues of which nothing short of -the destruction 
of our institutions could result. The party now in 
power sets the example of using a dangerous, dor- 
mant power for party purposes; and the next party 
in power will follow it to their own advantage, 

Mr. MERRICK did not say the district system 
would be irrevocable; but that there was no danger 
of its being revoked, because it was a system moral- 
ly fixed in the hearts of the people, and it would be 
permanently fixed if once adopted by Congress. 
Now was the time for Congress to act, to secure this 
result. 

Mr. RIVES had said that, as long as the subject 
was left to the States themselves, popular sympa- 
thy would go with the State Legislatures; but, once 
the dictation is taken by party organization, popu- 
lar sympathy will be aroused against the usurpa- 
tion, and the consequence will be, that they will re- 
pudiate what they would otherwise approve; be- 
cause they will feel sensitively the danger and in- 
delicacy of their State Legislatures succumbing to 
a great central consolidated party organization in 
the Federal Government, . 

Mr. ALLEN addressed the Senate at considera- 
ble length in opposition to the whole section. 

The question being on the amendment of the 
Judiciary Committee, inserted above— 

Mr. EVANS demanded the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered; and the question being put, 
the amendment was rejected by yeas 4, nays 40, 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Berrien, Buchanan, Linn, and Wright—4. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Bagby, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Benton, Calhoun, Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Cuth- 
bert, Evans, Fulton, Graham, Huntington, Kerr, King, Mc- 
Roberts, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Preston, 
Rives, Sevier, Simmons, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indi- 
ana, Sprague, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Tappan, Walker, White, 
Wilcox, Woodbridge, Woodbury, and Young—40. 

Mr. WRIGHT mored to amend the second sec- 
tion, (as inserted above,) by striking out the 
words ‘no one district electing more than one 
Representative,” and by inserting the words “as 
far as that can be done in conformity with the 
established election systems of the States; but no 
State shall, by virtue of the provisions of this sec- 
tion, consider itself called upon to divide counties, 
or other election districts, for the purpose of fur- 
nishing single districts.” 

Mr. WRIGHT said he desired, by this amend- 
ment, to bring ‘he question home on the journal, 
whether it is the disposition of Congress to compel 
the States—because, in the debate of yesterday, it 
was denied by the Senator from Connecticut, [Mr. 
Huntinaton ] agd others, that the Legislatures of 
the States were to be commanded by this legisla- 
tion of ours. He desired to know whether the 
design of Congress was, that the States should be 
represented in such manner ¿s was prescribed by 
tbeir own act, or not be represented at all, 

Hecailed upon any Senator to rise in his place 
and say whether, if the States did aot act to carry 
out the design of Congress, their Representatives 
would be rejected. The Senator from Mississippi 
[Mr. Henperson} declared to-day 


euch was the 
design, that the Representatives should not be ad- 
mitted, unless elected conformably to this act. He 
desired to test this’ point now. The last thing he 
would do would be to bring his own Siale in col- 
lision with Congress. But if you undertake to order 
the Siate of New York as to the manner in which she 
shall elect her Representatives—if you attempt to ex- 
ert the power over her legislation—he did not stand 
there to say that she would not permit you to do it. 
He did not say that she would permit you to do it; 
and, for his life, he would not say such a thing. 
Mr. W. continued his remarks to a late hour, ex- 
planatory of the amendment, and in pointing out 
the odiousness of the principles of the second sec- 
tion of the bill, and the embarrassments and dan- 
gers which would arise if an attempt was made to 
execuie it. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN obtained the floor, but 
gave way lo 

Mr. WALKER, on whose motion the appor- 
tionment bill was passed over informally; and 
several bills from the House, on the President’s 
table, wers read twice, and appropriately referred. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 


ate a communication from the acting Commissioner 
of the General Land Office, accompanied by docu- 
ments in relation to the conduct of N. P. Taylor, © 
register of the land office at St. Louis, and former 
clerk in-the General Land Office, communicated in 
compliance with a resolution of the Senate. ~ 

On motion nf Mr. BENTON; ordered to lie on ~ 
the table and be printed. : 

On motion, the Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, June 1, 1842, 4 

Mr. CLIFFORD rose toa question respecting 
the correetness of the journal. At the close of 
yesterday’s session, the chairman of the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means offered the following as an_ 
addition to the 123d rule: ; 

“Itshall bein order for any member in Committee of the 
Whole to move that the vote on the pending question. under 
consideration be then taken; and the vote on such motion‘shall 
be taken without debate; and, if carried, the vote shall be im- 
mediately taken without further debate on the pending question ” 
before the committee,” a eee Z 

Atthe time this amendment was offered, there 
were objections made from various parts of the 
House; he (Mr. Cuirrorp) particularly stated his 
objection; and being so- objected: to, it had come 
improperly on the journal. = : 

Mr. BOWNE remarked, that at the time the 
notice was given by the gentleman from New 
York, (Mr. Fittmore,}] a motion to adjourn was 
pending; and he objected on that account. < 

Mr. FILLMORE said he was not solicitous 
about the notice he gave, one way or the other; if 
the House thought proper to strike it from the 
journal, he had not a word to say.. The House, 
however, would recollect that it was objected to by 
the gen‘leman from Indiana [Mr. Prorrit] while 
he was on the floor. 

Mr. CLIFFORD reiterated that it was objected 
to on all sides of the House. _ 

The journal was then corrected by the erasure 
of the notice given by Mr. FILLMORE. 


PORTRAIT OF COLUMBUS. . | 


: : A 

The SPEAKER presented to the House the fola ` 
lowing communication: P 

CHARLESTON, May 24, 1842: 
To the Hon. Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

Sim: Ihave the honor to solicit your acceptance, on behalf of 
Congress, of the accompanying portrait, representing the great 
discoverer of our hemisphere the immortal Columbus; none 
of whose likenesses hitherto extant can be regarded as aus 
thentic. 

While in charge of our legation at Madrid, it was my good 
fortune, after many fruitless searches in quest of the genuine 
likeness, to fall in with that of which I now present the copy 
executed for me by Senor Madrazo, directer of the Royal 
Museum in that capital. j 5 

The certificate amexed to the portrait of Don Fernandez 
de Navarette will, no doubt, appear conclusive as to its su- 
periority over other likenesses, to al! aware (and all who 
know him are so) aswell of his high sense of honor, as of his 
unrivalled acquaintance with the history, private and public, of 
all the great discoverers. And if, after referring to his testimo. 
nials, this painting he regarded worthy your acceptance, my sat- 
isfaciion will be shared by every true American, in seeing it 
jaced, as it ought to be, among the effigies of the fathers of 
our veat Republic. 5 

Ihave the honor to be, sir, 
With the greatest respect, 
Your obedient servant, 
ARTHUR MIDDLETON. 

Mr. EVERETT and Mr. HOLMES rose simul- 
tanecusly. : 

Mr. EVERETT moved the reference of this 
communication to the Committze on the Library. 

Mr. HOLMES submitted a resolution of accept- 
ance of the portrait; that it be placed in the library 
of Congress; and that the thanks of the House be 
returned to the donor. 

Mr. EVERETT reiterated that it was. proper 
that the communication should be referred’ to the 
Committee on the Library before the House took 
any final action on the subject. 

It was so referred accordingly. 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia submitted the follow- 
ing resolution, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian ‘Affairs, charged by 
the order of this House with the investigation of frauds alleged 
to have been committed in Arkansas, or elsewhere, upon the 
Cherokee, Chickasaw, or other Indians, have power to send for 
persons and papers. i 

Mr. GWIN called up the special order, teing a 
bill to amend an act entitled “An act to carry into 
effect, in the States of Alabama and Mississippi, 
the existing compacts with those States with regard 


-select.the school lands allotted 
‘by the bill “to that portion of the.State of Missis- 
sippi comprised in the Chickasaw.cessien. . It far- 
ther. atthorized‘the selection.to be made out of any 
lands remaining.unsold within either of the land 
districts contiguous to the lands ceded by the Chick- 
‘asaw Indians. He hoped: the. bill might be per- 
mitted to. pass without objection, asit was an cbvi- 
ous: act of justice to that portion of the people of 
Mississippi who occupy. the lands ceded by the 
Chickasaws.. Without some member objected to 
the passage of the bill, he would not detain the 
Efouse by any remarks in its favor. : 

. Mr. HOPKINS objected to its passage, becaus 
it authorized the selections to be made out of lands 
that had not been offered at public sale. He never 

« would agree to the passage of the bill with that 
feature in it. as 

Mr. GWIN hoped the House would indulge him 
in making a brief explanation as to the objection 
reised to the bil by the gentleman from Virginia, 
(Mr. Hopnins.]. An omission or oversight in the 
Chickasaw treaty. had deprived a portion of the 
State of Mississippi, containing fifiy thousand in- 
habitants, of school lands, ‘or a school fund, . This 
act Was intended to remedy that oversight. It was 
the only portion, he believed, of any new State, 
that. was not secured in the thirty-sixth part of all 
the lands within their borders, as a school fund. 
Certainly it was the only portion of the State’ of 
Mississippi. If these lands are to be selected out 
of those thathave been offered. at public sale in 
the two adjacent land districts, it would be impossi- 
tle to get land worth oné-fourth as much as those 
lost to the State by this omission in the treaty. In 
fact, the State had refused to‘take lands thus situ- 
ated, under the law this is intended to amend, 
passed six years ago; and it would be a flagrant act 
of injastice to, deny her a selection in the two or 
three millions of acres unsold in the Chocchuma 
and Columbus land districts, when rightfully she 
was entitled to an average selection out of seven mil- 
lions of acres, the amount contained in the Chicka- 
saw cession. If limited to the waste lands in thoze 

_ districts, it. would be a mockery of justice, especial- 
ly after the passage of the various pre-emption 
laws, allowing selections out of the Jands not offer- 

» ed at pablic sale, and the grant made to the State 
at the extra session, of half a million of acres to be 
selected from any lands remaining unsold within 
ils borders. These laws would cause all the public 

> lands to be culled, to an extent that he feared not 
enough of-an average good quality would remain 
to do justice to the citizens in the Chickasaw ceg- 
sion under the provisions of this bill. 

Mr. HOPKINS reilerated his objections. He 
feared. it might. be cited as a precedent hereafter, 
although it might be. just to pass the bill in this in- 
sfance. 

Several members called for the reading of the 
bill. After. it was read, 

Mr. FESSENDEN asked if it had been reported 
by a cora mittee. 

Mr. GWIN observed that it had been reported 
from the Committee on Public Lands by bis col- 
league, [Mr. Tuompson,] one of the committee, 

who, from severe indisposition, was unable to at- 
tend the House this morning. 

Mr. G. reiterated his anxious desire for the 
passage of the bill, as it was one of great impor- 
tance to his constituents; and ke hoped no member 
would vote against the bill from wrong impressions 
that it gran'ed to the State what she was not en- 
titled to: such was not the fact. The Governor 
was limited in its selection to the adjacent land 
districts to the Chickasaw cession; and he had va- 
rious documents from the General Land Office 

showing that it would be difficult to get lands equal 
to those of whieh the State had been deprived; but 
he would not detain the House by reading them. 

Tellers were demanded,and the bill was passed 

 »=84 voting in the affirmative, noes not counted. 


“Mr. SALSTONSTALL asked leave to offer the 
following fesclations i 


te 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Resolved, That the House, as in Committee of the Whole on 


| a Union, will proceed tothe consideration of the 
at ae ae ANAE 9 the act entitled “An act to modify 


ct oft h July, 1832, and all other actsimposing du- 
the atrof the reread March 2d, 1833, on the day next suc- 
ceeding that on which the bill No.15, making appropriations 
for the military service, shall be finally. sdisposed: of; ang t! ar 
the House from day to day will continue the. consideration o 
said bill No. 312, until the same shall be disposed of by. the 
passage thereof, or otherwise. — : 2 i 
Objection was made, and the: resolution was not 


received. A , 
‘Mr. HARRIS, from the Committee on Indian 


_ Affairs, reported the bill from the Senate for the 
| relief of ‘the Isgal representatives-of Nathaniel 


Prior, deceased, withont amendment. : 

On motion by Mr. UNDERWOOD, the House 
proceeded to the orders of the day, being the bills 
in relation to the’ District of Columbie; and the 
following were considered: 

The bill for the relief of Caspar W. Wever. 
Read twice, and referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House, and made the order of tie day for 
to-morrow. . 

The bill to suspend, for a limited time, the opera- 
tion of a portion of the act entitled “An act to re- 
vive and continue in force the charters of certain 
banks in the District of Columbia,” was takea up 
on its third reading. ad 

Mr. CUSHING suggested to his friend from 
Kentucky, [Mr. Unperwoop,] that if he began 
with that bill, it would probably consume the whoie 
of the two days‘allotted for the business of the Dis- 
trict. He understood that its object was to legalize 
in ‘the District the circulation of the depreciated 
currency of: Virginia,—a measure which certainly 
could not ~pass without considerable opposition. 
He entertained serious objections to the bill, and 
hoped his friend from Kentucky would not press it. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, after a few remarks 
not heard, moved to lay the bill on the table. 

Mr. CUSHING then observed that he under- 
stood that the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Pow- 
ELL] wished to address the House on the subject; 
and he therefore hoped that the gentleman from 
Tennessee. would withdraw his motion. 

Mr. JOHNSON then withdrew his motion. 

Mr. POWELL advocated the bill. He gave a 
history of the banks in the District during the last 
few years. Their charters had expired for some 
time previous to the extra session last year, when 
they were rechartered, but upon such terms as to 
prevent their doiug much business. They were 
forbidden by the act of August, 1841, to pay out or 
receive the notes of non-specie paying banks. 

his prohibition took effect last March, at which 
lime it was supposed that the banks in the neigh- 
boring States would have resumed the payment of 
specie. In this, however, the expectations of those 
who passed the law had been disappointed; and 
now the effect of the law was to prohibit the banks 
from paying out or receiving what was the cur- 
rency of the District. Theact of Congress was a 
dead letter to the banks; they could not issue their 
own paper, because it would soon be taken up and 
returned for payment ia specie. The only remedy 
was to allow the banks here to receive on deposit and 
to issue the paper actually current in the District. 
The Virginia banks had been allowed by the Legis- 
lature until November to resume; but he confident- 
ly believed that it would take place at an earlier 
period—-probably in August. 

Mr. P. went into a review. of the circulation and 
condition of the District banks. This bill allowed 
them to issue and. receive paper current in the 
District untl March, 1843. The Senate had 
amended it by a proviso limiting its operation to 
the period when ihe banks of R’chmond or Balti- 
more should resume specie payment. He moved 
to strike out “or”? and insert “and,” so as toal- 
low the banks to issue paper current in the Dis- 
triet, until resumption should be accomplished in 
both Maryland and Virginia. He concluded by 
moving the previous question. 

Mr. WELLER moved that the bill be laid upon 


the table. This moticn was rejected as follows: 
YEAS.—Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, Beeson, Bidlack, 
Birdseye, Black, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Charles Brown, 
Burke, Wm. O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick €. Cald- 
well, Cary, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Mark 
A. Cooper, (Cross, Cushing, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, Dean 
Doan, Doig, Eastman, Egbert, Ferris, Pillmare, Jehn G. Floyd, 
Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, A. L. Foster, Gerry, William 


ga, Hopkins, Houck, Hubard, Hunter, 
save Johnson, John W. Jones, Keim, 
Lowell, Abraham McClel- 


Q. Goode, Gwin, J. Hastina 
Chas. J. Tngereolt, Jack aven 
drew Kenuned tittle s 
in McKay, Makeon, Mallory, Alfred Marshall, Math- 
ews, Mattocks, Maxwell, Medill, Miller, Newhard, Oliver, 
Osborne, Patridge, Pickens, Ramsey, Randolph, Reed, Red- 
ing, Reynolds, Rhett, Rogers, Rooseveit, Saunders, Shaw, 
Shields, William Sal pate Brenton Sumter, Sweney, 
V: uten; Weller, and Westbrook.—885. 
an eee ests. AdAS Landaf W. Andrews, Arnold, 
Aycrigg, Baker; Barton, Blair; Boardman, Briggs, Brockway, 
Jeremiah Brown, William Butler, Calhoun, William B. Cam- 
pbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Childs, Chittenden, 
John C. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, James Cooper, Cowen, 
Cranston, Cravens, Garrett. Davis, Deberry, Everett, Fessen- 
den, Thomas F. Foster, Gamble, Giddings, Goggin, Patrick Q. 
Goode, Granger, Green, Habersham, Hudson, unt, Joseph 
R. Ingersoll, J. Irvin, James, Wm. Cost Johnson, King, 
Lane, McKennan, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Maynard, Meri- 
wether, Mitchell, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Owsley, 
Pearce, Pendleton, Pope, Powell, Alexander Randall, Rayner, 
Rencher, Ridgway, Rodney, W. Russel), J. M. Russell, Salton- 
stall, Shepperd, Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, 
Stokely, Stratton, John T. Stuart, Summers, ‘Taliaferro, Jobn 
B. Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Tolend, 
Tomlinson, Triplett, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, Warren, 
Washington, Edward. D. White, Thomas W. Williams, 
C. H. Williams, and Augustus Young.—91. 


Mr. BOWNE moved a call of the House; which 
motion was lost: ayes 71, noes 1€2. f 
Mr. BO WNE then moved to lay the bill on the 


table. : 3 

The SPEAKER said that the motion was not 
in order, as a moiion. to lay on the table bad al- 
ready been rejected, and no business had inter- 
vened bat ihe motion for a call of the House. 

Mr, BOWNE appealed from the decision of the 
Chair, and called for the yeas and nays, which were 
ordéred; and, on taking the question, Shall the de- 
cision of the Chair stand as the judgment of the 
House? it was decided in the aflirmative—yeas 122, 
nays 22, , 

The previous question was then seconded by 
the House, withouta division; and, on ordering the 
main question, it was decided by yeas and nays in 
the affirmative: yeas 89, nays 79, as follows: 

YEAS—-Messrs. Landaf W. Andrews, Arnold, Ba- 
ker, Blair, Boardman, Briggs, Brockway, Milton Brown, 
Jeremiah Brown, William Butler, Calhoun, William B. 
Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Childs, Chitten- 
den,John C. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, James Cooper, Cowen, 
Cranston, Cravens, Garrett Davis, Deberry, Everett, Gamble, 
Giddings, Goggin, Patrick G. Goode, Granger, Green, Hud- 
son, Hunt, James Irvin, James, W Cost Johnson, King, Lane, 
McKennan, Mathiot,Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Meriwether, 
Michell, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Osborne, Owsley, 
Pearce, Pendleton, Pope, Powell, Ramsay, Benjamin Randall, 
Alexander Randall,” Randolph, Rayner, Ridgway, Rodney, 
William Russell, James M. Russell, Saltonstall, Shepperd, 
Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, Stokely, Stratton, - 
John T. Stuart, Summers, Taliaferro, John B. Thompson, 
Richard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Under- 
wood, Van Rensselaer, Warren, Washiagton, Edward D. 
White, Joseph L, White, Thomas W, Williams, and Augustus 
Young—89. 7 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Arrington,: Atherton, Aycrigg, Bid- 
lack, Birdseye, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, C. Brown, Burke, W. 
O. Butler, Green W, Caldwell, Patrick O, Caldwell, Cary, 
Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Mark A. Cooper, 
Cross, Cushing, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, Dean, Doan, Doig, 
Eastman, Egbert, Ferris, John G, Pioyd, Charles A. Floyd, 
Fornance, Thomas F., Foster, Gerry, William O. Goode, 
Gwin, John Hastings, Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, 
Hubard, Hunter, C. J. Ingersoll, Jack, Cave Johnson, Keim, 
Andrew Kennedy, Litucfictd, Lowell, McKay, McKeon, A. 
Marshall. Matthews, Medill, Miller, Newhard, Payne, Pickens, 
Proffit, Read, Reding, Reynolds, Riggs, Roosevelt, Saunders, 
Shaw, Shields, William Smith, Snyder, Steenrod, Sumter, 
Sweney, Van Buren, Ward, Weiler, and Westbrook—79, 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON called for the yeas and 
nays on the main question on Mr. Powers 
amendments, which were accordingly ordered; and 
that qnestion being pul, it was decided in the ne- 
gative-—veas 76, nays 102, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Landaff W. Andrews, Arnold, Ay- 
crigg, Barton, Boardman, Brockway, Bronson, Milton Brown, 
Jeremiah Brown, William Butler, Thomas J. Campbell, Ca- 
ruthers,Childs, John ©. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, James Cooper, 
Cowen, Cranston, Garrett Davis, Deberry, Everett, Fessenden, 
Gamble, Giddings, Goggin, Granger, Green, Habersham, Hah, 
Halsted, Hunt, James Irvin, James, King, Lane, McKennan, 
Mathiot, Maynard, Meriwether, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Mor- 
row, Owsley, Pearce, Pope, Powell, Alexander Randall, Ray- 
ner, Rencher, Ridgway, J. M. Russell, Saltonstall, Shepperd, 
Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, Stokely, Stra:ton, 
Join T. Stuart, Summers, Tahaferro, Richard W, Thompson, 
Tillinghast, Toland, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, Warren, 
Washington, Joseph L. White, Thomas W, Williams, Christo- 
pher H. Williams, and John Yonng—76, 

NAXS—Messrs. Allen, Arrington, Atherton, Baker, Beeson, 
Bidlack, Birdseye, Blair, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Briggs, Chasg. 
Brown, Burke, William O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick 
C. Caldwell, Calhoun, Cary, Casey, Chapman, Chittenden, Chf- 
ford, Clinton, Coles, M. A. Cooper, Cross, Cashing, Daniel, 
Richard D. Davis, Dean, Doan, Doig, Bastnan, Egbert, Ferris, 
Join G. Floyd, Chas. A. Floyd, Fornance, a. L Foster, 
Thomas F. Foster, Gerry, William O. Goode, Gwin, John 
Hastings, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, Hudson, Hune 
ter, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jack, Keim, Andrew Kenoedy, Lit- 
defield, Lowell, Abraham McCiclilan, McKay, McKeon, Mallo- 
ry, Alfred Marshal, Matthews, Mattocks, Maxwell, Medill, 
Miller, Mitchell, Newhard, Ohver, Osborne, Patridge, Payne, 


Pickens, Profi Ramsay, Benj. Randall, Randolph, Read, Red- 
ing, Reynolds; Rhett, Riggs, Rodney, Rogers, Roosevelt, Wil- 
lian Russell; Saunders, Shaw, Shields, William Smith, Snyder, 


Steenrod, Sumter, Sweney, Tomlinson, Van Buren, Wallace, 


Ward, Weller, Westbrook, and Augustus Young—102. 

Mr. UNDER WOOD then said, as the decision 
of the House just given had destroyed the efficacy 
of the bill, it was useless to pass it at all; he there- 
fore moved to lay it on the table, 

The motion was agreed to, and the bill was laid 
on the table. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD then said the Committee 
for the District of Columbia had’so arranged their 
business'as to take those bills first which would 
give but little trouble. He should afterwards move 
to go into Committee of the Whole on bills which 
would require appropriations. .He moved that the 


‘House take up first “A bill authorizing the Falls 


Bridge Turnpike Company to remove their toll- 


gate, and to extend the jurisdiction of the corpora- 


tion of Georgetown.” 

The question was on the engrossment of the bill. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD proposed some immaterial 
amendments; which were agreed to, . 

Some discussion then arose ona clause of the 
bill which gave the corporation of Georgetown au- 
thority to tax lottery offices; and, as a desire was 
expressed for the suppression of the vending of lot- 
tery tickets altogether, it was agreed, on the mo- 
tion of Mr. HOPKINS, to lay aside this bill until 
the House had acted upon a bill which was de- 
signed to carry into effect what appeared to be the 
views of the House. 

Mr, HOPKINS then moved that the Committee 
of the Whole be disebarged from the further con- 
sideration of “A bill to suppress the vending of 
lottery tickets in the District of Columbia;” which 
was agreed to, and the bill was taken up for con- 
sideration in the House, 

Some discussion took place on an amendment 
offered by Mr. J. CAMPBELL, to prevent an in- 
terference with existing contracts entered into by 
any of the cities of the District under the authority 
of anact of Congress. In this discussion Messrs. 
J. CAMPBELL, UNDERWOOD, CAVE JOHN- 
SON, BOWNE, EVERETT, J. G. FLOYD, 
HOLMES, HOPKINS, and others, took part; and 
the bill was passed with some amendment. 

The House then resumed the consideration of 
the bill which had been laid aside, that the bill for 
the suppression of the sale of lottery tickets might 
be taken up; and it was amended by the erasure of 
the clause authorizing the taxing of lottery offices, 
which was rendered unnecessary by the passage of 
the act just disposed of. The title of the bill was 
also amended so as to read “An act to extend the 
jurisdiction ef the corporation of Georgetown,” 
and in this shape the bill was read a third time, 


‘and passed. 


The next biil taken up was “A bill to amend the 
charter of the town of Alexandria.” 

Mr. ©. JOHNSON moved to amend the Dill, 
by extending the right of suffrage to all persons 
of Ql years of age and upwards, who shall have 
resided in the town within the space of twelve 
months prior to any election therein. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said he would inform the 
House that the bill was drawn up in accordance 
with the wishes of the people of Alexandria. The 
Committee for the District of Columbia considered 
themselves as the representatives of the wishes of 
the people, and therefore felt bound to draw up 
this bill in accordance with the views which had 
been expressed to them by the people of Alexan- 
dria, and in accordance with their own peculiar 
views in relation to the qualifications wbich should 
be required of voters. As this extension of the 
right of sufrage was not asked for, he was op- 
posed to iis adoption in this bill. 

Mr. CLIFFORD thought that an opportunity 
should be afforded of having a. full vole on this 
motion, if it was opposed. He therefore asked for 
a call of the House. 

The Houze refused to €rder a call of the House: 
ayes 14, noes 60, No quorum. 

Mr. REDING moved a eall of the House. 


Mr. CLIFFORD said, if gentlemen would with- 
draw their opposition to the motion made by the 
gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Jounson,] he 
would not insist upon having a call of the House. 


Obdjcction was made. - pean Ste T 

Mr. CLIFFORD then asked for the yeas and 
nays on the adoption of the amendment submitted 
by the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Jounson.] 

Mr: EVERETT inquired whether the House 
had the power-to amend the bill, and extend the 
right of suffrage, unless it was accepted:by the cor- 
poration of Alexandria. f f 
Mr. UNDERWOOD replied in the affirmative. 


Mr. EVERETT. Have the corporation peti-~ 


tioned ‘for this change ? 

Mr, UNDERWOOD said they had not. 

Mr. EVERETT. Then the proposed change is 
against their wishes. 

The question was then taken on the amendment, 
and resulted as follows: 


YEAS.—-Messrs. Arnold, Arrington, Atherton, Bidlack, 
Burke, Burnell, Green W. Caldwell, Thomas J. Camp- 
bell, Caruthers, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, James Cooper, 
Mark a. Cooper, Cowen, Richard D. Davis, Doan, Egbert, 
Ferris, John G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, Thomas 
F. Foster, Giddings, Pattick G. Goode, John Hastings, Houston, 
Charles J. Ingersoll, James Irvin, Jack, Caye Johnson, 
Abraham McClellan, McKay, Alfred Marshall, Mathiot, Ma- 
thews, Ma:tocks, Morgan, Morrow, Newhard, Patridge; Payne, 
Ramsey, Reding, Riggs, Rogers, Roosevelt, William Russell, 
James M. Russell, Shaw, Shields, Slade, William Smith, 
Snyder, Sumter, Swency, Van Buren, Weller, and West- 
brook—58. X 

NAYS.—Messrs. Adams, Landal, W. Andrews, Aycrigg, 
Baker, Barton, Birdseye, Blair, Briggs, Brockway, Milton 
Brown, Jeremiah Brown, John Campbell, William B. Camp: 
bell, Childs, Chittenden, John C. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, 
Cranston, Cravens, Garrett Davis, Everett, Goggin, Granger, 
Hant, William W. Irwin, James, King, Lane, McKennan, 
Maxwell, Maynard, Mitchell, Owsley, Alexander Randall, 
Randolph, Rayner, Ridgway, Rodney, Saltonstall, Shepperd, 
Stanly, Stokely, Stratton, Summers, Taliaferro, John B Thomp- 
son, Richard W, Thorapson, Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, Un- 
derwood, Van Rensselaer, Warren, Washington, Joseph L. 
White, and Thomas W. Williams—57. 


No querum having voted— 

Mr. WELLER moved that the House adjourn; 
which motion was rejected, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD moved that the further 
consideration of the biil be postponed till to-morrow; 
which motion was carried. 

The following bills were severally taken up, car- 
ried through their different stages, and passed: 

The bill to amend the laws in relation to the 
penitentiary inthe District of Columbia, 

The billto incorporate the German Benevolent 
Society ja the District of Columbia. 

The House then took up the bill to incorporate 
Washington City Gas-Light Company. 

r. BLACK offered as an amendment the fol- 
lowing proviso: “Provided, That nothing in this act 
contained shall beso construed as to recognise the 
power: of this House to pass aa act of incorpora- 
tion.” He was one of those, Mr. B. said, who dis- 
avowed the power cf Congress to pass any act of 
incorporation whatever. If the House could pass 
this act, it could also pass an act to incorporate a 
bank, 

‘Phe yeas and nays having been ordered on the 
motion of Mr. Brack, the question was taken in 
that way, and resulted in yeas 26, nays 89—not a 
quorum—as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Black, Bowne, Patrick C. Caldwell, Clif- 
ford, Clinton, M. A. Cooper, Richard D. Davis, Egbert, John G. 
Floyd, Fornance, Hopkins, Charles J. Ingersoll, Keim, Lewis, 
Littlefield, Read, Reding, Riggs, Roosevelt, Shaw, Snyder, 
Steenrod, Sumter, Van Buren, Weller, and Wesibrook—26. 

NAYS.—Messrs. Adams, Arnold, Baker, Barnard, Birdseye, 
Brewster, Briggs, Brockway, Milton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, 
John Campbell, William B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, 
Caruthers, Casey, Childs, Chittenden, John C. Clark, Staley 
N. Clarke, Cowen, Cranston, Garrett Davis, Deberry, Everett, 
A. Lawrence Foster, Thomas F, Foster, Gamble, Giddings, 
Goggin, Patrick G. Goode, Graham, Granger, Green, Haber- 
sham, Hal}, Halsted, Houck, Houston, Hudson, Hunt, Jas. Irvin, 
James, John P. Kennedy, King, Lane, Abraham McClellan, 
McKennan, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Meriwether, 
Mitchell, Moore, Morgan, Morrow, Osborne, Owsley, Patridge, 
Pendieton, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, Alexander Randall, 
Randolph, Rencher, Ridgway, Rodney, William Russell, Jas. 
M. Russell, Shepperd, Slade, Truman Smith, Stanley, Stokely, 
Stratton, Summers, Taliaferro, John B. Thompson, Richard 
W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, Un- 
derwood, Warren, Washiagton, Edward D..White, Joseph L. 
White, Thomas W. Williams, and John Young—89. 

Ar, GAMBLE then moved a call of the House; 
which motion prevailing, the roll was called, and 
it was ascertained that 143 members were present. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD moved to suspend the fur- 


ther proceedings under the call; which was agreed 


to. 

Mr. M. A. COOPER moved to amend Mr. Biack’s 
amendment by substituting the word Congress for 
the word House. - 

Mr. BLACK was willing to accept the modifi- 


2 


cation, though he believed that his amendment was 
worded correctly—his only object being to xe trict 
the action’ of the Houses. 9 °° > : 


Mr. HOPKINS observed that this amendment | 
was a mere declaration of the power of the House 


with regard to the passage of acts of incorporat 
and that was a question which arose on the pass- 
age of the bill itself. Those who beiieved “that 
Congress could not grant an act ‘of incorporation, 
must vote ‘against the bill, and thus’ expréss: the 
same opinions that they would by voting for the 
amendment. He therefore hoped that, as it would 
ünnecessarily occupy the time of the House, ‘the 
gentleman would withdraw it, 

Mi BLACK declined acceding to the gentle- 
man’s request. He believed that the bill might be 
rejected on other than constitutional grounds; and ` 
it was hig desire to place on record some landmarks 
as to the powers of this House with regard to this 
subject. 

Mr. HOPKINS desired to be excused from vo- 
ting on the question, If he voted against ‘the 
amendment, it would place him in a false position. 
He was against the bill itself, and did. not like to 
be placed in a false position. by voting for the 
amendment. Jk i 

On taking the question, the House refused to ex- 
cuse Mr. HOPKINS: “oF 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina observed 
that, if the gentleman from Georgia was correct, 
the charter of the city of Washington was void. 

Mr. HOUSTON said he bad voted against le 
amendment of the gentleman from Georgia, (Mr. 
Brack] He at first thought he would not vote, 
for the reason that a vote on either side of the ques- 
tion, unexplained, would place him ina false posi- 
tion; but, as his vote was necessary to make a quo- 
rum, so as to enable us to go on with the business 
of the country, he determined to give it; and he 
was glad to have this opportunity to give some of 
the many reasons for that vole. In the first place, 
he considered the amendment out of place, and in 
its terms so strange, that it was difficult to -þe un- 
derstood; that, by it, nothing beneficial or, -useful 
would or could be accomplished; that it was bad 
policy fo bring up an important principle in this 
absiract way, to be settled either without debate, or, 
if it were debated, it would be at the great expense 
of the business of the country; and that as much 
could be accomplished by a vote against the bill 
itself, which proposes to creale an incorporation. 
Again: he was not prepared to say that Congress 
had not the power to incorporate the city of Wash- 
ington,or any other city in the District; and the'ex- 
pression of the opinion of this House, as proposed 
by said amendment, he understood to be confined | 
to the District of Colambia. To ereate a corpora- 
tion to act out of this District, he denied the power. 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky moved the pre- 
vious question; which being seconded, and. the 
main question ordered, the yeas and nays were tas 
ken—resulting in 20 yeas, and 105 nays, as fol- 
lows: i 

YEAS—Messrs. Black, Bowne, Boyd, Charles Brown, Burke, 
Patrick C. Caidweil, Clifford, Clinton, Mark A. Cooper, Doan, 
Eastman, Egbert, Jack, Keim, Lewis, Alfred Marshall, Riggs, 
Shaw. rnyder, and Sumter—20. 3 : 

NAV#—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Arnold, Aycrigg, Baker, 
Barnard, Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, Brewster, Briggs, Brosk- 
way, Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, John 
Campbell, Wiliam B. Campbell, T. J. Campbeli, Caruthers, 
Casey, Chapman, Childs, Chittenden, J; ©. Clark, Staley N. 
Ciarke, Cowen, Cranston, Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, 
Dean, Deberry, Everett, A. Lawrence Foster, Gamble, Gid- 
dings, Gilmer, Patrick G. Goode, William O. Goode, Granger, 
Green, Habersham, Hall, Halsted, Holmes, Houck, Houston, 
Hudson, Hunter, James Irvin, James, John P. Kennedy, 
King, Lane, Littlefield, ‘Abraham McClellan, McKay, McKeon, * 
Mallory, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Mcynard, Meriwether, 
Mitchell, Moare, Morgan, Morrow, Oliver, Osborne, Owsley; 
Patridge, Pendleton, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, Alexander 
Randall, Randolph, Rayner, Rencher, Reynolds, Ridgway, 
Rodney, Wm. Russell, James M. Russell, Shepperd, Simon- 
ton, Slade, Truman Smith, Stauly, Steenrod, Stokely, Strat- 
ton, John T. Stuart, Taliaferro, Richard W. Thompson, Til: 
linghast, > Toland, Tomlinson, ‘Underwood, Warren, Wash. 
ington, Weller, Edward D. White, Joseph L. White, Thos. W. 
Williams, and John Young—l05. | 

So the amendment was rejected. _ 

The question coming up On the engrossment of 
the bill— . 

Mr. GRANGER called the attention of the 
House to ihe 11th section. He could not vote for 
the bill, unless that section were stricken out. Mr. 


on; 


- @. desired the Clerk to read the section, for the in- 


‘The Lih section provides that the pipes, lamps, 
‘and other: apparatus of the company, may be im- 
‘ported duty free]. E 

Pored SopoRv ELT said it appeared to him that 
there wag àn omission in draughting the bill, that 
enghi.to be supplied. He. proposed to amend ‘it, 
by adding a proviso, that Congress. may, at any 
time hereafter; modify- or-repeal theact. 


uot be received bat by general consent. 
~ Mr. UNDER WOOD hopedthat, by general. con- 
Sent,the 11th section -would be stricken out, atd 
the amendment suggested. by the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Roosevent] be “accepted. “He 
‘was. anxious to.get-on with the. District busiaess, 
and hoped that.no further delays would take place. 
-Mro CAMPBELL of South Carolina ‘suggested 
to the gentleman that-he hac just been informed by 
the-Mayor of the city. that the charter would not 
be accepted without the 11th section. ` 

Mr.: COOPER of Georgia moved to lay the bill 

on the table; which motion was cartied—yeas 92, 
_ Rays 70, as fcllows: : y 

YEAS—Messrs, Arrington, Atherton, Aycrigg, Black, Bowne, 
Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, 
Green W, Caldwell, John Campbell, Casey, Clifford, Clinton, 
Coles; Mark A. Cooper, Daniel, G. Davis, Richard D. Parvis, 
Dean, Deberry, Doan, Doig, Eastman, Egbert, Everett, J. G. 
Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, A. L. Foster; Gerry, Gilmer, Wile 
liam O. Goode, Granger, Gwin, Hall, Holmes, Hopkins, 
Houck, Houston, Hubard, Hunter, Chas. J. Ingersoll, Jack, 
Cave Johnson; Keim, King, Lane, Lewis, Littlefield, Abraham 
McClellan, McKay, McKennan, Alfred Marshall, Mattocks, 
‘Medill, Miller, Mitchell, Oliver, Payne, Pendleton, Ramsay, 
Alexander Randali, Rayner, Read, Reding, Rencher, Rey- 
nolds, Rigga,- Rogers, Roosevelt, James. M. Russell, Shaw, 
Shepperd, Shields, William Smith, Snyder, Steenrod, Sumter, 
Toland, Van Buren, Weller, Westbrook, and Thomas W, 
Williams—92, . 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Sherlock J. Andrews, Arnold, 
‘Baker; Barnard, Barton, Bidlack, Blair, Boardman, Briggs, 
Brockway, Milton: Brown, Calhoun, William B. Campbell, 
“Thos. J. Campbell, Caruthers, Childs, Chittenden, J. ©. Clark, 
Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Cross, T. F. Foster, Gamble, Gid- 
gios, Goggin, Patrick @. Goode, Graham, Green, Habersham, 

Halsted, James irvin, W. W. Irwin, John P. Kennedy, Samson 
Mason, Mathiot, Maxwell, Maynard, Meriwether, Moore, 
Morgan, Morrow, Newhard, Osborne, Owsley, Benj. Randall, 
Randolph, Ridgway, Rodney, Wm. Russell, Simonton, Slade, 
Truman Smith, Stanly, Stokely, Stration, J. T, Stuart, Sum- 
Mors, Taliaferro, R, M: Thompson, Tillinghast, Tomlinson, 


- Triplett, U coe dward D. White, 


Inderwood, Warren. 
Joseph 1. White; and Jobn Young— 


Mr. ADAMS offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That upon every call of the yeas and nays, every 
member not answering to the call of his name, or before the re- 
sult of the vote shall be announced by the Speaker, shall be 
yecorded on the journal as absent, with the addition of the words 
w leave,” when the member shall be absent by leave of the 
ue, 


The motion was objected to. 
The House then adjourned. 
IN SENATE, 
Taurspay, June 2, 1842, 

Mr. MILLER presented a memorial from citi- 
‘xeus‘of New Jersey, praying that Congress will at 
this session revise and settle the tariff on such a 
basis as will give protection to home labor: referred 
to the Committee on Manufactures, 

. Mr. YOUNG, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, to which the subject had been referred, 
reported ‘a joint resolution directing the transfer of 
the stock held by the United States in the Chesa- 

peake and Ohio Canal Company, to the State of 

Maryland, and the cities of Washington, Alexan- 
dria, and Georgetown, on certain conditions; which 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which had been referred House bill en- 
titled “An act to amend the act entitled an act to 

-carry into effect, in the States of Alabama and 

Mississippi, the existing compacts with those States 

With regard to the five per cent. fund and the 

school reservations,” reported the same without 

amendment. 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to which had been referred the bill to pro- 
vide for the armed Occupation and settlement of 
the Territory of Florida, reported the same back 
without amendment. 

Mr. B. said he had been instructed by the Com- 
mittee te ask early action on the bill; he would 
therefore ask for jts consideration to-morrow, or 
at the earliest time practicable, 


* 


z The SPEAKER said that the ameadment could 


‘the resolution introduced by the Senator from 
‘Alabama, (Mr, Kina,] fixing. the day of adjourn- 
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“Mr. YOUNG said if there was nothing before 
the Senate, he would ask it to. take up and consider 


ment; but ee 

On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, the Senate 
took up ergrossed bil, authorizing the issue of a 
Tegister to the brig Gulnare; which was read the 
third time and passed. : oy ; 

On motion of Mr. BAGBY, the petition of David 
Jones, praying to be indemnified for the losses sus- 
tained. in consequence of the detention cf his ves- 
sel by the United States Consul at Havana, was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Claims. eo 

Mr. BAYARD said he would like very much 
if the Senate would take up the resolution for the 
appointment of a corps of reporters for the Sen- 
ate. It could be disposed of during the morning 
hour. 

Mr. BUCHANAN hoped it would not be taken 
up. - He had no doubt it would elicit debate, and 
would interfere with the apportionment bill, 

Mr. WOODBURY said the Legislature of Mas- 
sachuselis was now in session; and if Congress did 
Hot pass upon the apportionment bill soon, that 
Legislature would have to adjourn without making 
provision for the new apportionment. 

Mr. BAYARD then moved that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the special order; whica 
was agreed to, and the Senate proceeded». to the 
consideration, as in committee of the whole, of 


THE APPORTIONMENT BILL. r f 

The question pending, when the Senate’ add 
journed on. yesterday, was the motion of Mr 
Wricut,to amend the following section of the bil 


Sec, 2. And beit further enacted, Toat, in every cage 
when a State is entitled to more than one Representative, ye 
number to which each State shall be entitled under this appér- 
tionment shall be elected by districts, composed of contiguous 
territory, equal in number to the number of Representatives 
to which said State may be eatitled—no one district electing 
more than one Representative, 


Mr. WRIGHT moved to strike from the above 
section the words “no one district electing more 
than one Representative,” and to insert the words 
“as far as that can be done in conformity with the 
established election systems of the States; but no 
State shall, by virtue of the provisions of this sec- 
tion, consider itself called upon to divide counties, 
or other election districts, for the purpose of fur- 
nishing single districts,” 

Mr. CRITTENDEN observed, that the bill be- 
fore the Senate proposed to regulate the election of 
Representatives for the other and most important 
branch of Congress. In treating of the subject, he 
was relieved from the necessity of considering it 
on any ground but that of the expediency of now 
exercising the power; the Constitutionality being 
conceded by the gentlemen on the other side, as he: 
understood the Senator from New York [Mr. 
Wriant] who spoke yesterday. 

Mr. BUCHANAN remarked that the Senator 
from New York did not make that concession: he 
spoke hypothetically. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN insisted that the Senator 
from New York had admitted the technical power 
of Congress to pass this bill: he could not be mista- 
ken in his recollection of the Senator’s words. 

Mr. WRIGHT explained. He showed that his 
admission was, that Congress could pass any law 
regulating the subject, provided it was confined to 
the legitimate power of Congress to carry its own 
law into effect, 

Mr. CRITTENDEN again contended that his 
recollection of the words made use of by the Sena- 
tor from New York was such as he had stated; 
and he asked what did the Senator mean by a 
technical power? 

Mr. WRIGHT again explained what he meant; 
it was, that Congress may pass a law regulating it- 
self, and directing that law, as far as it was compe- 
tentto make the direction, to be carried out; but 
this did not imply a constitutional power to order 
the States to carry out the law, 

Mr. CRITTENDEN contended that the admis- 
sion—no matter in what technicalities clothed—was 
a concession of the power. No language could be 
more appropriate or explicit than the words of the 
Constitution, It says: the local Legislatures may 
appoint the times, manner, and place of supplying 


t 


i 


Nee 


the General Government with their quota of Repre- 
sentatives; but Congress may make or alter guch 
regulations. Gentlemen contend that, if you alter, 
‘you must make—you must exhaust the whole 
power, and carry it out without the aid of the States, 
Was this a true version of the Constitution? Was 
not the power to alter, a power to alter according 
to the discretion of Congress? It may be in part, 
or to any extent, thought necessary ; and this is ne- 
cessary for the self-preservation of the Government. 
Is not a bill providing for the election of Represent- 
atives by the States, in districts, an alteration? and 
is not such an alteration'as much within the consti- 


of this Government, 
election should be established, and made uniform. 
At the origin of the Government, a majority of the 
States chose their electors by districts. But in some 
of the States it was found that the general-ticket 
system gave great party advantages in the choice 
of the electors for the Presidency, 
nority of States to control a majority in the choice 
of candidates for the Presidency; and then, in self- 
defence, all the States had to adopt the general-ticket 
system. What would be the 
establishing the general-ticket system for the elec- 
tion of Representatives-to Congress, as well as for 
electors? 
branches of Congress then be converted into a 
representation of States? The people of districts 
would have no local Representatives. Their voice 
would be merged in the 
just as the voice 
federated nation, 
of government contemplated by the framers of 
the Constitution? 
garchy of States? 
Tepresentation, there would be a Government with 
but one voice; and 
garchy of States: 
most disastrous, 
any country—~a, 
or five States 
and tyrannize over the rest of the States. 
York, Pennsylvania, Ohi 
States, might gather their 
dinner-table, and, some dark winter 
cus a union of interests to govern 

Confederation, 
and the rest 


usurpation, When it should come to this, who 


utional power of Congress as any other action of 


the General Government defined by the Constitu- 
tion? It is only to the extent of the power regulated 
by law, that the States are excluded from the exer- 
cise of so much of the power themselves; for, Con- 
gress having passed a law to exercise the power to 
a certain extent, the States are solemnly bound: by 
the terms of their Confederation to conform and to 
carry out the law. 


The only question is, whether they will obey the 


| law. There is no such mandamus as is supposed 


nthe matter. All that is done is in perfeet har- 


mony with the Constitution and the confederation 
of the States. 
‘called a technical power, or not; the States and 
į their pecple are bound to obey the general law. 
If the power exisis in the Constitution, and a law 
is passed to carry it out, is not every one bound to 
the Constitution—bound to the law? Can the one 
be obeyed, and the other disobeyed? It is a new 
constitutional doctrine entirely. 


No matter whether the ower is 


Assuming that the power does exist, the only 


question that remains is, Whether it is expedient 
to use it? Objections had been made, which it was 
necessary to examine. 
York [Mr. Wricxt] had alluded to anticipated in- 
conveniences in districting the State of New York. 
Surely these were not insuperable difficulties, That 
the numbers of the counties, or any two or more 
of them, 
hess, must be obvious; but what is to prevent con- 
tiguous counties from being laid off so as to form 
districts as near to the ratio as may be, 
smallest possible fractions. 
difficulty that will not, 
come. 
the solitary ground of 
that this is by no means an insurmountable one. 


The Senator from New 


may not make up a district with exact- 


leaving the 
There cannot be any 
in practice, be easily over- 
as practicability goes, this is 
objection; and he had shown 


As far, then, 


He believed it was essential to the preservation 
that the district system of 


enabling a mi- 


effect of all the States 


Would not the representation in both 


single vcice of the State, 
of Congress is the voice of a cons 
Would there then be that form 


Would it not rather be an oli- 
Instead of having a Democratic 


that, the voice of a mere oli- 
the most dangerous, and the 
of all forms of government in 
Government in which some four 
would ride rough-shod, trample, 
New 
% and one or two other 
delegations round one 
%s evening, can- 
the rest of the 
It would bë in vain for Kentueky 
of the excluded States to resist the 
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would say that some. one would not be found ready 
to intrigue with that dominant caucus.or personal 
elevation-on ‘the ruins of liberty? It would “not be 
the first time that a Cæsar had been tempted with 
the offer of a crown. f 
-Is not this tendency inevitable? Unless all the 
ördinary- purposes and motives of political action 
be renounced, the probability of these deductions 
cannot be denied. 
-> Let one of thé largest States in this Union— 
suppose New York—adopt this general-ticket sys- 
tem; and will not ihe contagion soon spread to the 
next largest, and so on, till all, in self-defence, 
are compelled to adopt it? Will the great and 
powerful State of Pennsylvania be content to go 
on sending her 30 or 40 members to-Congress in 
the good old-fashioned way, by electing her Rep- 
resentatives in districts, half of one political com- 
plexion, and half of the other? No, she will not; 
neither will old Virginia. Both, and every State in 
successive Magnitude, will quickly, and of neces- 
sity, rush into the general-ticket system. 

Whe the evil is once admitted to that extent, 
it is perpetuated: the Government then loses all 
control-over the subject. The honorable Senator 
from Virginia (Mr. Rives] admits the power of 
Congress to enact this law; and he admits the evil 
of the general-ticket system: but he denies the ex- 
pediency of exercising the power, or applying the 
remedy now. He could assure the Senator that 
the evil will come with gigantic and irresistible 
force, if not arrested in time; and this is the time 
to act—now or never; for if not now, another op- 
portunity can.never arise. 

To wait till the danger comes, is to wait till the 

, disease is without a remedy. Et can now be gov- 
erned; but let it encroach one step further, and it 
will govern Congress. Was there not enough al- 
ready to create alarm? Did not the State of Ala- 
bama, afew years ago, make changes for party 
purposes, and—as far as the party which carried 
the change was concerned—with success? Was 
not this success a temptation to other States}—an 
evil increasing as it goes? 

The Senator from Virginia opposed this bill, too, 
on the ground that it will be repealed, because an- 
other party may be in power next Congress. Now 
he could find no argument for the conclusion in the 
premises. For, suppose ‘there should be another 
party in power next Congress; what reason would 
there be to justify them in repealing a law demand- 
ed by a majority of the people? Would they not 
know, as well'as the party now in power knows, 
that a large majority of the people prefer the dis- 
trict system?, And what benefit could they derive 
from thwarting the popular will? 


As to the Senator’s argument that the party 
now in power was filling a poisoned chalice which 
is to return to their own lips; he could admire and 
admit the poetry of the illustration, but should pro- 
test against.the logic. 


He deprecated the assumed ground of the re- 
sistance of the States to the laws of the General 
Government. If he had the eloquence to rebuke 
such sentiments, he could be of more use here than 
he now felt that he was. 


In vain did the Senator from. New York, with 
all his accustomed tact, smiles, and suavity, clothe 
in the drapery of many words the meaning, which 
amounted to a threat that New York skould and 
‘would resist thislaw. Whether forty, forty-eight, 
or one hundred men from a Statemgttempted to force 
their way to seats in the halls of this Capitol, in 
spite of law, he, for one, would resist it to the last; 
he would stand by the constitutional law, constita- 
tionally made. He would deplore such an event; 
he hoped never to witness it; but he would resist 
it, Any State might embarrasz—might destroy 
the harmony of this Union; but that was not the 
time for those who respected and revered the Union 
to shrink {rom the performance of their duties. 

He was for a union of equal rights and equal 
laws. He was not ior the bond of servitude or 
slavery. When New York says to Congress, 
“Pass what laws you please, I will do as I please, 
and send my Representativesto Congressin my own 
way, in spite of your laws;” she recedes from the 
Union, and disentitles herself to the representation 


“she demands. - Mr-C. dwelt at some length on 
| this branch of the subject. . > -` 


Gentlemen could not have weighed the force 
and tendency of this argument, or they would not 
have used it. 
dencies of late had favored doubts of the perma- 
neney of this Union. Never, till he had reached 
manhood, had he heard the possibility suggested 
of the disunion of this Confederation. Í 

Now, the subject isas common as household words. 
Itis language which, in its nature, questions the 
power and the probability of the permanency of 
this Union. But he had no such fears as that 
New Hampshire or New York would resist this 
law. They may dislike it; but they will obey it. 
If they do not, the spirit must have fled which once 
actuated them in setting am example of patriotism 
and fraternity. He anticipated no such thing. He 
had heard too many tbréats of what this State and 
that State might do. The threat had become too 
common to entitle it to any weight in argument. 
He believed in the people. He believed they 
would preserve the Union. On them he was wil- 
ling fo rely. Pass this law, and they will obey it. 
New York will not come here with any glaring 
seal, to set aside the laws and regulations of the 
United States. His friend [Mr. Wricat] could 
recollect the time when that glaring seal could not 
procure an admission to that House, when there 
was no law in question. What if New York came 
with her large seal to demand 50 representative 
seats, on the plea of being so populous and power- 
ful as to be entitled to them? Should Congress 
bow to her demand? What difference was there in 
principle? If she can violate the law which has 
this section of districting the States, she can violate 
any other law of Congress, or enforce demands 
without law. This was an inference which the 
gentleman (Mr. Wricnr] had neither logic enough 
nor smiles enough to controvert. 

Mr. WOODBURY observed, that he bad no 
disposition to enter again into the debate at large. 
But the Senator from Kentucky had taken excep- 
tion to some of his former remarks, and seemed 
to have misunderstood others. Mr. W. would, 
therefore, merely explain and correct, in thoce par- 
ticulars. He had, throughout, contended that the 
proposed law was, in its present form, and on ex- 
isting facts, unconstitational. He had asserted 
nothing on this, which he was not ready to main- 
tain before both the Senate and the country. Its 
form was imperfect, uufinished, because it did not 
prescribe the particular districts desired, and carry 
out the alterations wished, instead of issuing a 
mere order-or mandate to the States to do it. Its 
substance was insufficient, within the spirit and 
cotemporaneous construction of the Constitution; 
because no extraordinary and new event bad oc- 
curred, endangering the existence of the House of 
Representatives, or violating the representative 
principle; and it was only in such cases that Con- 
gtess were expected ever to interfere, and either 
make or alter regulations as to the elections. 

What he argued and said was, that a mere direc- 
tion like this, without proper reasons, and in such 
an incomplete form, would not be constitutional; 
that the States would, in his opinion, be justified 
in disregarding it, and would leave you to carry it 
into effect in your own way, and by your own 
powers. 

But further: that you had no power, and could 
exercise no power—and dared not attempt the 
power—by force to make a sovereign State fulfil 
such an uncensiitutional order. The old Confed- 
eration made requisitions on, or gave directions to, 
States; but it did not attempt, even then, to use force 
onthem. This General Government does not act 
on States, but on individuals; and when it acts le- 
gally, can and should, if necessary, employ force 
on individuals to carry its measures on them into 


effect. Bui kow can it use force against a State? 
Can you indict it? Can you imprison i? Can you 
hang it? 


Allthat he maintained on this point was, that 
Congress conid not be so besotted as to attempt the 
use of force on New Hampshire, or New York, for 
instance, if they omitted to comply with your un- 
constitutional order; and that your inability, under 
the Constitution and laws, to empley force in such 


#4 


-a ease against a State ‘itself, proved st 


It was a melancholy thing that ten- - 


rong 


-Asto the usé of force by a-State, that was. a 
matter’ entirely different.’ Ele never held the doc- 
trine fora moment, which the Senator from Ken~ 
tacky seemed to impute to him—that‘after a law 
had been passed, which all the ‘proper authorities 
pronounced to be constitutional, a “State -wouldibe 
justified, any more than ah individual, in using. 
force against it. He had said nothing whatever 
about the use of force by.a State, but the use of 
force by the General Government, © 0t 

{Mr. Crirrenpew here- inquired, if Congress 
passed this particular law, whether the State of 
New Hampshire would be justified in employing 
force to resist {3} oe re. 

Mr. WOODBURY said he should not advise it. 
There could be no occasion for it, either—as 
there could be nothing to employ force against. 
He had no doubt, however, that she would act— 
and act with firmness, and peaceably assett her 
rights, whatever course she might, in conciliation 
and expediency, submit to. She would, if she 
thought as he did, coolly pronounce the. proposed. 
law unconstitutional, and remonstrate strongly 
against the spirit and encroachment which led io 


the right to employ it did net exist. 


it. 

The doctrine held by the Legislature of Ken- 
tucky—which tae Senator would not gainsay— 
was, in 1798, of a similar character. i 

It was this— ; : 

“That the several States, who formed the instru- 
ment, (the Constitution,) being sovereign and inde- 
pendent, have the unquestionable right to jadge of 
the infraction; and that a nullification by those sov- 
ereignties of all unauthorized acts, done under co- 
lor of that instrument, is the rightful remedy.” 

. Such, too, was the doctrine of Virginia at the 
same eventful crisis, in struggling against the un- 
constitutional alien and sedition laws. 3 

But though the unlucky word “nullification” 
had been used first in Kentucky, and since, per- 
haps, in some States, carried further than was 
originally contemplated, he could not. doubt that 
firm, peaceful, and persevering remonstrance 
would alone, as in 1798, prove amply sufficient, 
in most cases, to produce the repeal or discontinu- 
ance of all offensive and unconstitutional meas- 
ures, . 
One other suggestion, and he had done. Would 
it not be wise in this grave body itself to pause @ 
little longer before adopting a measure like this, 
after the series of alarming encroachments by. the 
General Government on the sacred rights of the 
States, which had been witnessed within the. last 
twelve months? More of them, he believed, had 
been compressed within that space than within the 
whole half century previous. Was not this most 
significant of the consolidating principles which 
influenced those who controlled the present admin- 
istration of affairs? 

One of these measures was the passage of the 
bankrupt law—in a form voluntary, novel, and 
unconstitutional, and absorbing within the vortex 
of the General Government the jurisdiction over 
almost the whole system of contracts, as well as 
liens, and of the action of the State. courts over 
them. 

Next came the distribution bill, by which all the 
States were to come and feed from the public erib 
of the General Government, and be subjected, in 
return for it, to increased taxation, to more than. 
the full extent of all they received. : 

Next, close on the heels of others, was the at- 
tempt to strip the States of all criminal j arisdiction 
for burnings and murder committed within their 
limits, if defences were set up like those of 
McLeod. And what had we next beheld at the 
other end of the avenue—but yet to be considered 
here, and, it was hoped, with more candor and jus- 
tice? We had seen the people of a sovereign 
State, as in the case of Rhode Island, before a blow 
was struck, or the slightest force employed, de- . 
nounced as insurgents; and troops marched into her 
limits, because the people dared peacefully to at» 
tempt to amend their constitution. . 5 

Last of all comes the bill before us—-a bill un- 
precedented in our annais—a bill dictating to the 
States as to their system of elections; and no less 


€acroaching in its principle and overshadowing in 

its influence. on Slate independence, than the nu- 

merous oiher measures that have, in such. rapid 

succession, characterized the policy, so «fatal to- 

wards the States, of those now in powerin the 
General Government. Ought we not to pause? 
Mr: PRESTON desired to express his sentiments 
in full- with regard to this dill, but was not very 
well able to do.so now. Although he should not 
goat large into the subject, he felt himself bound 
‘to. make a few remarks in relation to what had just 
fallen. from. the honorable Senator from New 
Hampshire... It. was in relation to nullification. 
He explained what Kentucky, South Carolina, and 

Virginia. understood bythe term nullification. 
The postulate on which they justified themselves, 
was, that the law which they expostulated against, 
and: resisted, was not only unconstitutional, but a 
palpable violation of the terms of the compact, 
and oppressive to some of the States, producing 
inequality and favoritism. ‘The grourd taken by 
those three States was, that the tariff law was une- 
qual, intolerably oppressive to the Southern Siates, 
and a gross and palpable violation of the Constitu- 
tion. | 

But how was it with regard to the bill be- 
fore the Senate. It was admitted to be con- 
stitutional. If Congress should pass it, such an 
act would not be a usurpation of power. There 
would be no oppression in alaw of this kind, either 
upon. States or upon individuals. Therefore no 
parallel could be drawn between. the act of resist- 
ance by South Carolina toa law both oppressive 
and unconstitutional, and a resistance by either 
New York or New. Hampshire to a law which it 
was admitted was neither unconstitutional nor op- 
pressive. A precedent, he argued, could not be 
drawn from the act of South Carolina, to justify à 
resistance by any State to such a law as was pro- 
posed by this bill. Upon the first blush, when the 
subject was presented to his mind, he doubted 
whether the power existed in Congress to pass a 
pill commanding the States to resort to the district 
System. Butas the arguments progressed upon the 
question of power, his mind had gradually changed; 
and, after reflecting upon that provision. of the 
Constitution which concedes to. Congress the right 
to alter the regulations of the States, as to the times 
and manner of electing Representatives, all doubts 
had been dispelled. 

Mr. P., after replying to the remarks of Mr. 
‘Woovsory at great length, said that there was 
something propitious in the present time‘for the 
passage of such a bill as the one before the Senate; 
there was something peculiarly propitious; in fact, its 
passage was absolutely demanded, in view of the 
present crisis of affairs. 

Mr. BENTON would not go beyond the ques- 
tion, to speak of other matters. He had as much 
as he was able to do, to discuss one subject at a 
time. Rhode Island may stand over to another 
day, when her case may find a fall and ample dis- 
cussion. For the present, he weuld only say that 

the principle for which the Suffrage party in that 
State contended, had been twice established in the 
world—first, by the American Revolution; next, 
by the French Revolution. The principle- had 
been put down in France by foreign bayonets—by 
a million of foreign bayonets. It has not yet been 
put down in the United States; and there are not 
domestic bayonets enough in the country to put it 
down. 

Mr. B. said, the Senator from South Carolina 
over the way {Mr. Preston] had quoted the Con- 
stitution for authority to give commands to the 
States; and he was right in the quotation, but 
wrong in the application. The Constitution does 

command the States: it commands them to do many 
things—commands them to elect Senators—to pro- 
vide for the election of President—to provide tor 
the election of Representatives. She gives all 
these commands, and many more; and has a right 
to give them, because the States, ia making the 
Constitution, agreed that they might be given: and 
at the same time the Constitution tooka sanction— 
the highest of human and moral sanctions—for 
obedience to all her commands. She took the oath 
of the State Legislatures to obey the Constitution ! 
And in taking thar oath, every member of the State 
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Legislatures binds himself, by the -highest earthly 
obligation, to carry isto effect all her commands. 
This is the case with constitutional injunctions. 


| Thè State autherities are sworn to obey them. Not 


so with the commands of Congress.” They are not 
sworn to obey the laws of Congress, much less to 
dbey the commands of Congress. _ This isa case of 
a command—of a mandamus. Congress does not 
district the States, but commands the Legislatures 
to-do it: I: is a. command without authority— 
without a sanction for its observance—without pre- 
cedent—and, in my opinion, without constiiutional 
warrant. : i 

It is said the constitutional power of Congress to 
pass this bill is admitted; that it was admitted by 
the Senators from New Hampshire and New York 
(Messrs. Woopsury and Wricat.] He (Mr. B.) 
did not so understand them. He understood them 
as denying the constitutionality of this bill—this 
mandamus bill—which assumes authority over the 
States, and commands them to district the Siates. 
[Messrs. Woopsury and Waiaut nodded assent to 
Mr. B} Yes, said Mr. B., they deny the constitu- 
tionality of this bill; and so did he; and, he be- 
lieved, so did all his friends. The language of the 
Constitution was clear, first, that the States should 
regulate these elections; and, next, that Congress 
might make or alter such reguiations—“ make or al- 
ter” were the words; and the import was clear that 
Congress was to act, and not to command. She isto 
make the regulations, if there are none; and to alter 
them, if objectionable. This is the ciear reading. 
The States are already commanded to make the 
regulatiuns; the Constitution commands. ‘There is 
not to be another command, and that coming from 
Congress, No more commands ; but action, ac- 
tion, to do what the States have not done, or badly 
done. Congress is to make or alter! She is to make 
the regulations, if there are none; and to alter 
them, if she judges them prejudicial, This is the 
Constitution ; and upon this ground the opponents 
of the bill stand. 

Tae history of the formation and adoption of the 
Constitution proves this. Ample quolations from 
the debates, both of the general convention and 
the State conventions, made by all the gentlemen 
who have spoken against the bill, prove this. These 
debates prove that this was a contingent and dor- 
mant power given to Congress to save its own ex- 
istence, only to be exercised on the default of the 
States. The quotaticns which they make are fall 
and explicit; and show, first, that the power was 
only put into the Constitution on this condition; 
and, next, that it was only accepted by the States 
on this condition. All the quotations prove it, and 
none more pointedly than that from General Ham- 
ilton, in the general convention, where he expressly 
referred the exercise of the power to a case of ab- 
solute failure of the States, His language was, that 
ifthe General Government succeeded in maintain- 
ing itself, the States might dwindle info nothing; and 
then Corgress should have power to continue its 
own existence. This was the contingency; it was 
not written in the bady of the Constitution, but was it 
written in the history of its formation, and must 
not be forgotten or disregarded. It is like all the 
other constitutional powers—the war power—the 
taxing power—the borrowing power. They are 
all given in general terms, but for specific purposes, 
and under known limitations; and these limitations 
and purposes are known. And toexercise these gen- 
eral powers in other cases, without limits and for 
other objects, would be an abuse, amounting toa 
violation of the Constitution. 

Mr. B. admitted that if the case occurred for 
which the provision was made—if the States failed 
to provide for elections, or made absurd or imprac- 
ticable regulations—then the dormant power of 
Congress would come into action—and that to do, 
and not to say: to make or alter, and not to com- 
mand others to do it. Mr. B. looked upon this 
movement as an encroachment upon the States 
as an intermeddling with them—and that, without 
excuse or pretext. No State had asked for this in- 
terference; no one had complained; no one. was 
thinking on the subject. All was tranquil when 
Congress—actuated, it would seem, by the same 
spirit which was striking at so many points upon 
the States—breaks in upon a usage of fifty years, 


assumes guardianship and authority over the States, 
and imperiously commands them to give up their 
fifty years’ practice, and conform to her supreme 
will. 

No reason had been given for this movement, 
bat it had leaked out in debate: it was a movement 
of small Stales against large ones, and of one sec- 
tion against another. This had come out in debate, 
and it was as unfortunate as it was unexpected. It 
was a false move on the part of the smal! States and 
the weaker section. Their safety was in resistance, 
not in attacking.. It was in this chamber, in pre- 
venting laws, and not in the two Houses in pass- 
ing them. Their sirength lies-in resisting the 
strong States and the powerful seciions, and not 
in endeavoring to bind or control them. Remain 
on the defensive, and they are strong. They have 
a strong position in the constitutional, and in the 
moral. feelings of the community. The smaller 
bodies are always strongest when resisting, and 
lightfully resisting; and that moral advantage, in 
this ease, is strengthened by the constitutional pro- 
vision, which makes the Siates all equal here. 
Quit the defensive—become the assailant——and 
they get into a false posilion, and become weak. 

Mr. B. said, in discussing a great principle, it 
seemed wrong to descend to an argument founded 
on inconvenience; but in tris case he must have 
recourse to that argument. Missouri could not 
now obey this command, if it was given to her. 
Her election takes place in August. She has the 
general-ticket system. There is no time to con- 
vene the General Assembly to alter it. Her mem- 
bers must, of necessity, be elected under the present 
State Jaw; and who will repulse them when they 
arrive here? Nobody. They will be admitted, as 
the Senator from New York [Mr. Waicut] has 
shown you that all members elected under the gen- 
eral-ticket system will have a right to be; and that, 
without reference to the existence of the law. But 
it will not exist. If passed, it will soon die. The 
first day of the next Congress will see it die, in com- 
pany with many others—such as the distribution 
law, the bankrupt law, and others. They will all 
be rubbed out together. {Hxpunged, said Mr, 
Woopzury.] Yes, sir, expunged! They will all 
go; all these acis of encroachment on the rights of 
the people and the States. 


Mr. MILLER addressed the. Senate for nearly 
an hour. He expressed himself in favor of the 
section under discussion, on the ground of its being 
the only means to bring representation home to 
every man’s door. He decried the monopoly of 
representation in a State, by either the Legislature 
or by organized parties. Fle wished to see the 
districts in every State represented by those best 
acquainted wits their immediate and local inter- 
ests. He considered the great republican principle 
of this Government to be, that the people of the 
whole Union, in all the ramifications of society, 
should be locally represented in the popular branch 
of Congress. This was the only possible way of 
feeling the pulse of popular will. If Representa- 
tives were sent*by States, and not by districts, it 
would be impossible to ascertain in the House of 
Representatives what the minutiz of public senti- 
ment might be, He argued at length the constitu- 
tionality of the law, and dwelt at large upon the 
expediency of exercising the power on the present 
occasion. : 

Mr. BAGBY obtained the floor; but the hour 
being late, 


Mr. ARCHER observed that it would be agree- 
able to the Senate to adjourn. 


Mr. MERRICK requested that a few bills re- 


ceived from the House might be advanced and 
referred. 


Several bills on the table were taken up and re- 
ferred to the standing committees. 


Mr. MERRICK observed that, in consequence 
of the election of the Senator from North Carolina 
(Mr. Manaum] to the Presidency of the Senate, 
the office of chairman of the Committee on Printing 
had become vacant. He would move that the 
Chair nominate a chairinan for the committee. 

The motion was agreed to; and then 

The Senate adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
© .- «.. Trorspay, June 2, 1842. 

Mr. SHIELDS submitted a resolation, directing 
the Committee.on the Post Office and Post Roads to 
‘dnqnire into the expediency of establishing certain 
Mail routes; which was agreed to, 

_ Mr. W. B. CAMPBELL offered a resolution to 
‘the adjournment of Congress at 3 o’clock on 
-Abe-1lth day of July, 

„e Mr. UNDER WOOD objected, as he apprehend- 
ed jt would interfere with the District business, for 
which this day was set apart. ; 

- The resolution was not entertained. 

; THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

, Mr. UNDERWOOD rose aad'remarked that, be- 
fore he called up any bill, he desired to state 
that his intention was to cal! up such billsas would 
excite no debate; and if any gentleman objected to 
‘the principle involved in any bill, instead of deba- 
ting it, he hoped the gentleman objecii-g would 
move to lay it aside until the other bills had been 
disposed of; and in this way they could make some 
progress with the District business. Ele then call- 
ed up a bill incorporating the “National Institu- 
‘tion rer the Promotion of Science.” 

i Mr. ROOSEVELT moved so to amend the bill 
as to provide that Congress may at any time modi- 
fy or repeal this act; which was agreed to. He 
then suggested some amendment, to make the bill 
more explicit in relation to the vesting, in trust, of 
the property now possessed; which, after a few 
‘words from Messrs. UNDERWOOD, ROOSE- 
VELT, and TILLINGHAST, was agreed to. 

’, The question then being on the engrosement of 
-the bill— 

Mr. M. A. COOPER moved to lay the bill on 
the table; and on this he called for the ayes and 
noes, which were not ordered; aad the motion to 
lay the bill on the table was negatived, 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. BLACK called for the ayes and noes on the 
passage of the bill; which were ordered—the vote 
(taken by tellers) being 37 in the affirmative, and 
100 in the negative. : 

a bill was then passed by a majority of 105 
to 66. i 

The “bill for the benefit of clergy in the District 
of Columbia” was read a third ume and passed. 
By general consent, its title was amended, so as to 
read “An act relating to the solemnization of the 
ceremony of marriage in the District of Columbia.” 

A “ bill incorporating the manual-labor school 
and male orphan asylum of the District of Colum- 
bia” was taken up, read, and passed. 

The “bill to amend the charter of the town of 
Alexandria,” which had been laid over from yes- 
terday, came up for consideration. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD suggested, that if the gentle- 
man from Tennessee [Mr. C. Jonnson] would with- 
draw his amendment, (extending the right of suf- 
frage io all persons resident in the town for twelve 
months preceding any election therein,) the matter 
could be accommodated on a basis which would in 
some measure be a modification of the present 
charter. : 

Mr. C. JOHNSON would have no objection to 
accommodate those gentlemen in Alexandria by 
withdrawing the amendment; but he looked to the 
interests of other parts of the country, and could 
not accede to the request. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD hoped the House would 
go into Committee of the Whole upon other bills. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON said it wouid not be in or- 
der. This biil was under consideration when the 
House was in session yesterday, acd the previou 
question had been ordered upon his amendment, 
Tt therefore came up as the regular business before 
the House to-day. ! 

The SPEAKER decided that the bill should be 
taken np. 

The question recurred upon the amendment of 
of Mr. C. Jounson, to insert- in that part of the 
Dill which defines the qualifications of voters for 
mayor and common-councilmen, “free white males 
of twenty-one years and upwards, who have re- 
sided twelve months within the limits of the cor- 
poration prior to such election.” 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL said this amendment was 
not in accordance with the wishes of the people; 


and he therefore moved to lay tbe bill, with 


was rejecied—ayes 62, noes 91. 

Mr. BRIGGS then offered an amendment to the 
amendment, limiting the right of suffrage to such 
persons as should have paid taxes. 
ayes 79, noes 86, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs, Aleñ, Landaf W. Andrews, Arnold, 
Baker, Barton, Birdseye, Boardman, Briggs, Bronson, Milton 
Brown, Jeremiah Brown, William Buter, Calhoun, William 
B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Chittenden, 


Jəhn C. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, Coles, James Cooper, Mark 
A. Cooper, Cranston, Cushing, Garrett Davis, Deberry, Everett, 


A. Lawrence. Foster, Thomas F. Foster, Gambie, Goggin, P. t 


G. Goode, William O. Goode, Graham, Habersham, Hays, 
Howard, Hubard, Hudson, Hunter, James, King, McKennan, 
Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Mitchell, Morrow, Os- 
borne, Powell, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, Randolph, Rencher, 
Ridgway, Rodney, William Russell, James M. Russell, Saun. 
ders, Shepperd, Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, William 
Smith, Stanly, Stokely, Stratton, Summers, Taliaferro, Richard 
W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Tomlinson, Triplett, Underwood, 
Van Rensselear, Warren; Washington, Joseph L. White, and 
Thon W, Williams—79, 

NAYS—Messrs Adams,Arrington, Atherton, Barnard,Beeson, 
Bidlack, Black, Bowne, Brewster, Blair, A. V. Brown, C. Brown, 
Burke, Green W. Caldwell, Casey, Childs, Clifford, Clinton, 
Cowen, Cross, Daniel, R. D. Davis, Doan, Doig, Eastman, 
J. ©. Edwards, Egbert, John G. Fioyd, ©. A. Floyd, Gerry, 
Giddings, Granger, Gustine, Joha Hastings, Hopkins, Houck, 
Charlies J. Ingersoll, James Irvin, Willam W. Irwin, Jack, 
Cave Jotinson, Joha P. Kennedy, Andrew Kennedy, Lewis, 
Linn, Littlefield, Lowell, Abraham McClellan, McKeon, Al- 
fred Marshall, Mathews, Medill, Miller, Morgan, Morris, New- 
hard, Oliver, Owsley, Parmenter, Patridge, Payne, Pendleton, 
Pickens, Plumer, Alexander Randall, Read, Reding, Reynolds, 
Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, Roosevelt, Shaw, Shields, Snyder, Steen- 
rod, Sweney, Van Buren, Weller, Westbrook, E. D. White, 
Christopher H. Williams, Wood, Yorke, Augastus Young, and 
John Young—86. A 

The question was taken upon the amendment of 
Mr. C. Icunson, and resalied in i's adoption 
ayes $6, noes 72, as follows: . 

YEAS—Messrs. Arnold, Arringion, Atherton, Beeson, Bid- 
lack, Black, Blair, Bowne, Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Charles 
Brown, Burke, William Butler, William O. Butler, Green W, 
Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldweil, William B. Campbell, Thomas 
J Caunpbell, Caruthers, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, 
Mark A. Cooper, Cowen, Cross, Daniel, Rdward D. Davis, Dean, 
Doan, Doig, Bastman, John C. Edwards, Egbert, John G, Floyd, 
Charles A. Floyd, Pornance, Gamble, Gerry, Giddings, Gustine, 
Gwin, John Hastings, Hays, Hopkins, Houck, Charles J. In- 
gersoll, James Irvin, William W. Irwin, Jack, Cave Johnson, 
John P. Kennedy, Andrew Kennedy, Lewis, Littlefield, Abra- 
ham McUjellan, McKay, McKeon, Alfred Marshall, Mathiot, 
Matthews, Mattocks,’ fiedill, Miller, Morgan, Calvary Morris, 
Newhard, Oliver, Parmenter, Pauidge, Payne, Pickens, Plum- 
er, Alexander Randail, Read, Reding, Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, 
Roosevelt, William Russell, Janies M. Russell, Shaw, Shields, 
Simonton, Slade, Snyder, Steenrod, Sweney, Van Buren, Wel- 
ler, Westbrook, Joseph L. White, Wood, and John Young—96, 

NAYS.—Messtrs. Adams, Allen, Landaf W. Andrews, Ay- 
crigg, Baker, Barnard, Barton, Birdseye, Boardman, Briggs, 
Brockway, Bronson, Milton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Calhcun, 
John Campbell, Chittenden, John €. Clark, Coles, James Coop. 
er, Cranston, Garrett Davis, Deberry, Everett, homas F. Fos- 
ter, Goggin, William O., Goode, Granger, Halsted, Howard, 
Hubard, Hudson, Hunter, Hunt, James, King, Lion, McKen- 
nan, Maxwell, Maynard, Mitchell, Morrow, Osborne, Powell, 
Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, Randolph, Rencher, Ridgway, 
Rodney, Saunders, Shepperd, Truman Smith, Stanly, Stratton, 
Summers, Taliaferro, Richard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, 
Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, 
Warren, Washington, Edward D. White, Thomas W. Williams, 
Christopher H. Williams, Yorke, and Augustus Young—72. 

Mr. SUMMERS cbserved that the bill, as amend- 
ed by the vote just taken, was unasked for by the 
people of Alexandria; and he therefore moved to 
lay it on the table. 

Mr. HOPKINS called for the yeas and nays 


on the question, which were accordingly ordered. 


Mr. ARNOLD appealed to his friend from Vir- 


ginia [Mir. Summers] to withdraw his motion. 
After the voies that bad been taken, it was appar- 
ent that it could rot prevail; and the yeas and nays 
having been ordered, the persisting in it woald be 
a usciess consumption of the time of the House. 

Mr. SUMMERS declined withdrawizg ihe mo- 
tion; and the question having been taken, resulted 
ia yeas 82, nays 84. 

Mr. PAYNE moved to amend the bill further; 
by making the elections annual, instead of biennial. 

“Phe SPEAKER said that the amendment was 
not in order, ander the operation of the previous 
ion, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD hoped the amendment 
would be accepted. He had no doubt but it would 
be agreeable to the people of Alexandria. 

Tne amendment not having been received, the 
main question was then taken on the engrossment 
of the bill fora third reading, and decided in the 
affirmative—yees 78, nays 68, as follows: 


WEAS—Messrs. Arrington, Beeson, Bidlack, Bowne, Charles 
Brown, Burke, Green W, Caldwell, Caruthers, Casey, Chap- 
man, Clifford, Clinton, Colquitt, Mark A, Cooper, Cowen, 
Daniel, Richard D. Davis, Dean, Doan, Doig, Eastman, Egbert, 


the | 
pending amendment, upon the table. This motion 


Rejected — f 


„Jobn G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, Gamble; Getry, 
Giddings, Gustine, Gwin, John- Hastings, Hays, ` Hopkins,. 
Houck, Wonsten, Charles J. Ingersoll, dames,Irvin, Wiliam ` 
W. Irwin, Jack, Cave Johnson, Andrew Kennedy, Lewis, Lit 
tlefield, Abraham. McClellan, McKay, McKeon; Alfred Mar- 
shall, Mathews, Mattocks, Medill, Miller, Mofris, Newhard, 
Olver, Parmenter, Patridge, Payne, Pickens,: Plumer,,Read, 
Reding, Reynolds, Rheu, Riggs, Rogers, James M: Russell, , 
Shaw,. Shields, Simonton, Slade, Snyder, Steenrod, Swerey;. . 
Taliaferro, Van Buren, Wéller, Westbrook, and Wood--78;".") 7 
NAVS—Messrs. Adams, Landaff W. -Andrews, Aycriggy 
Barnard, Barton, Birdseye, Boardman, Briggs, Brockway, i 
Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Calhoun, Wm. B.. Campbell, T.J. ` 
Campbell, Chittenden, Coles, James Cooper,. Cranston, Cras 
veng; Deberry, Thomas F; Foster, Goggin, Patrick G. Goode, 
Willian O. Goode, Granger, Halsted, Hubard, Hudson, Tuntér, | 
James, Wm. Cost Johnson, Linn, Mathiot, Maxwell, Maynard, 
Mitchell, Morrow, Osborne, Pope, Powell, Ramsey, Benjamin 
Randall, Randolph, Ridgway, Rodney, Wm. Russell; Saun- 
ders, Shepperd, Truman Smith, Stanly, Stokely, Stratton, 
Summers, Richard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tom- 
lnson, 'Triplett, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, Washington, E. 
D: a nite, Thomas W. Williams, Yorke, and Augustus Young 


The bill haying been read the third time— 

Mr. ADAMS moved that it be committed tothe 
Commitiee for the Di-trict of Columbia, with in- 
structions to strike out the word “white,” in ‘the 
clause relating to the qualifications. of voters. The 
duty of offering this amendment had devolved on 
him, in consequence of the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee having thought proper to introduce. into 
this bill, simply to amend the charter cf the town 
of Alexandria, that question which now convulsed 
the nation from one end of the Union to the other. 
This question of universal. suffrage, upon which, 
within the last formight, we had seen the people 
of one portion of the country on the point of shed- 
ding each other’s blood—this question, upon which 
more than one of the sovereign States of the Union 
was now ina state of convulsion nearly equal to 
that which had been witnessed in Rhode Island— 
and the very State from which the gentleman who 
offered this amendment came, was one of them. 
Sir, said Mr. A., an older State of this Uaion—he 
would not say amore distinguished one, but an 
older State—one to which the people of this coun- 
try had been accustomed to look for the rulers of 
the land—the State of Virginia—mwas at this mo- 
ment in that same situation of convulsion on this’ 
very subject of universal suffrage. There was not 
a member from that State in ihe House but knew 
ihat this state of convulsion existed there. To this 
idea of universal suffrage that State owed it-that 
she was in imminent peril of being rent. asunder, 
He had said that the question was forced on him 
by the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. Jonnson.] 
Jf that gentleman. had thought proper to suffer 
this thing to pass by—this cup to pass from ur;—if 
he had suffered this act, for the mere amendment of 
the charter of the town of Alexandria, to be dis- 
posed of, without bringing this firebrand into the 
House,—-be (Mr. A.) was not prepared to have 
said one. word on the subject: he would not have 
introduced his motion. Bat it was that gentle- 
man’s pleasure to introduceit; and as he and his 
friends had thought proper to resist every effort to 
arrest the discussion, which had been manifested 
by several attempts to lay the bill cn the table— 
and manifested, also, by the proposition of the 
gentleman who introduced the bill, to pass it over; 
and asa majority of the Fiouse, including some of 
the members from Virginia, had thought preper to 
order the bill to a third reading, containing this 
principle of universal suffrage, the discussion must 
come up; and he was now disposed to see how far 
gentlemen were willing to carry out that principle. 
He wished to show that the principles of De- 
mocracy, founded en the universal rights of 
man, which were the only principles on which 
the gentleman from Tennessee could have intro- 
duced his amendment, went to a broader extent 
than the gentleman and those who voled with 
him thought for, Why was it that the gentleman - 
thought proper to change the charter of the town 
of Alexandria, so as to enlarge the number of 
voters? What was his motion founded on, but the 
rights of man? What was it but the first princi- 
ples of Democracy to declare, as the amendment 
did, that every individual, limited only as to age 
and residence, should be entitled to a vote, with 
out even admitting the amendment of his colleague 
(Mr. Barecs] that he must contribute to the sup- 
port. of the town—pay taxes? He called on the 
gentleman, and those who voted with him, to an- 


ieee " > 
er that question. What weré the grounds on 
which this amendment was p'aced, giving: the right 
of suffraze-ta “every free white male, with one 
year’s residencé, and above the age of twenty-one 
` earst- Why, in carrying it-to that extent, he did 
‘gée but they. must ransack the prisons, and 
¿o bring in every convict, bring-in every idiot, pro- 
: vided he is-a male—-provided he is white. Now, 
ppealed tó the members from the State of 
Virginia to say what is to be the end of this revo- 
lutionary movement. - eE 


skin was not white—snow-white—but who. per- 

~ formed. all the duties-of a good citizen, a good hus- 
band, good father, and kind neighbor, —why sucha 
man asthe one who was buried yesterday, should 
not be eñtitled to a` vote, as well.as the white man. 
That man, [the late William Costin,} though he 
was not white, was as much respected as any man 
in the District; and the large concourse of citizens 
that attended his remains to the grave—as well 
white as black—was an evidence of the manner in 
‘which he was estimated by the citizens of Wash- 
ington. Now, why should such a man as that be 
excluded from the elective franchise, when you ad- 
mit the vilest individuals of the white race to exer- 
cise it? 

Mr. A. repeated that he had resisted this move- 
ment from the beginning. He went, himself, to 
the chairman of the committee this morning, after 

. the vote had been taken on the amendment yester- 
day—no quorum ‘voling—and solicited of him to 

- pass this bill over; eatreating him not to bring it 
forward: with that odious feature in it, to act'as a 

` fire-brand in the House. He had veted against it 
in every shape, after seeing that it contained that 
detestable principle. He had voted to lay it on the 
table, in order to get rid of the discussion; but, that 
motion failing, he considered the discussion was 
forced on him, and he called on gentlemen not to 
setile it by the previous question. He called on 
them all. to say what were to be the consequences 
if this principle was once introduced? You are 
.to exclude from the elective franchise hundreds of 
respectable citizens, because their skins do not hap- 
pen to'be white. If gentlemen would agree to 
strike out the word “white,” they would get rid of 
a question which, he thought, must go with it, and 
which, in the end, would bring up a judicial in- 
quiry. He would ask gentlemen what was a 
white man. Was it the mere color of the skin 
Which constituted the white man? Why, if 
that was the criterion, there were twenty mem- 

` bers of that House who were not white men. 
He pledged himself to bring forward a bun. 
dred respectable colored men of this city with 
complexions whiter than those of twenty members 
of the Hvuuse. Now, suppose this bill should 
be passed, the House refusing to strike out that 
clause; and one of these gentlemen should go to 
the polls: the judges might refuse his vote, alleging 
that he was not a white man. On the other hand, 
one of these quadroons (who were not, according 
to the. conceptions of some gentlemen there, white 
men) might go to the polls, and be also refused, for 
the same reason. In either of the above cases, a 
judicial inqniry might arise, and it would be for the 
court to say which were, in the meaning of the law, 
white men. Mr. A. here referred to the different 
shades of the negro race—sneh as mulattoes, dark 
mulattoes, bright mnlattoes, quadroons, &c.; but the 
reporter has not time to give this portion of his re- 
marks. 

Under the provisions of the constitution of his 
native Commonwealth, culor was not the standard 
by which it is judged whether a human being pos- 
sesses the rights of man. He had constituents as 
black as Ethiopians, and as respectable as any he 
had. His friend and colleague who lately sat be- 
hind him, and who had to his great sorrow resign- 
ed his seat, [Mr. WintHnop,] had hundreds of 
African negroes for kis constituents; and he de- 
pended upon their votes, as he did upon his white 
constituents. Throughout the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts there was no distinction cf color for 
the enjoyment of equal rights. Colored men were 
capable cf being elected to the State Legislature; 

„and: one was elected from one of their towns, 
ugh the election had been afterwards vacated. 


He called on them to tell him why a man whose | 
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He was claiming for the free colored citizens of 
Alexandria nothing more than was accorded to 
their race in his native Commonwealth; and he 
hoped that he should: have the votes of all his col- 
leagues to sustain him. E ; , 
Why should the tincture upon the skia deprive a 
man of those rights which gentlemen insisted upon 
giving to the vilest criminals, and to men incapa- 
ble, by. their understanding and common sense, to 
distinguish between right and wrong? You have, 
said Mr. A., given: suffrage ‘to that extent to the 
people of Alexandria. And with what consistency 
can-you refuse to colored citizens, who pay their 


| taxes, and who are ready to.(and perhaps many of 


them have) shed their blood in the defence of the 
country. Telus, said Mr. A., why it is that you 
insist upon giving this privilege to the worst of 
your own color, while you refuse it to the best of 
those who have a portion of the blood of another 
race? As to that sacred principle proclaimed in 
the Declaration of In’ependence—that ali men are 
created free and equal, and endowed with certain 
inalienable rights, among which are life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happincss—as to that sacred prin- 
ciple, he subscribed to it in the fullest extent; and 
he would ask the gentleman from Tennessee upon 
what other principle he introduced his amendment? 

Did he suppose that, if the principle of univer- 
sal suffrage was introduced, he could confine it to 
the color of the skin, and that it could be limited 
to the Anglo-Saxon race? Did he suppose he could 
escape from that question, here or elsewhere?- No: 
it was part and parcel of that same great principle, 
applicable to men of every shade of color on this 
earth. As to the amendment of the gentleman 
from Tennessee, he had objected to it, because it 
was unreasonable in itself, and extended this prin- 
ciple of universal suffrage far beyond what it ought 
togo 

Mr. UNDERWOOD here appealed to the gen- 
tileman from Massachusetts to forego his remarks, 
and suffer the other business of the District to be 
attended to. He suggested to the gentleman, and 
to the House, to let this bill be laid over informal- 
ly; and then go into Committee of the Whole, and 
pass on the other bills. ‘The gentleman could, 
then, finish his remarks on another occasion. 

[Cries of “No, no.”} 

Mr, U. said he made this proposition in the hope 
it would be acceded to; otherwise, it was-manifest 
that the whole day was lost. 

Mr. ADAMS replied, that he would be p@rfectly 
satisfied to let the question be taken with what he 
had said, provided the yeas and nays were given 
him on his motion. He did not desire to call for 
the previous question, though he wished to hear 
from the gentlemen from Virginia and Tennessee 
what they think as to carryiug out the principle 
that has been introduced into the bill, and what 
they think of the effect it will have in their States. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON desired to know of the 
gentleman what was the difficulty in Tennessee to 
which he alluded. ‘Tais was the first that he had 
heard of it. . . 

Mr. ADAMS replied, that if there was no dif- 
culty in Tennessee on the subject, he had been mis- 
informed. He had heard that there was some agi- 
tation there, and that there was a proposition to di- 
vide the State. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON said there had been a 
proposition to divide the State, but it had no rela- 
tion to this subject, 

Mr. ADAMS. Then I have been misinformed. 
After a few more remarks from Mr. A.— 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON said he was one of those 
who had voted to lay the whole subject on the ta- 

le; but he confessed it was with feelings very dif- 
ferent from those which the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts appeared to imagine. He then proceed- 
ed to notice an intimation made by the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, that the country was con- 
vulsed with the question now again brought into 
the Efouse; and he said if it were so, he had now 
been apprized of it for the firsttime. He continu- 
ed, and was entering. largely upon the subject, 
when 

.Mr. UNDERWOOD rose and appealed to the 
gentleman from Maryland not to prolong this de- 


bate, but to allow the business of the District to be 
proceeded with. i > 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON replied that he was. con- 
scious of his duties, and must discharge them ac- 
cording to his own views; and he therefore could 
not comply with the request of the gentleman from 
Kentucky. He then resumed bis speech, and af- 
ter proceeding some time, i 
- The SPEAKER interposed, and intimated that 
the gentleman’s remarks were irrelevant. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON claimed his right, and 
contended that he was but pursuing the subject of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, who had even 
discussed the color of ihe members of this House. 
He again pursued the subject until 

Mr. JAMES rose to inquire whether the genile- 
man was in order. 

Mr. ADAMSsaid he hoped the gentleman would 
not be interrupted. 

The SPEAKER said he had already intimated 
that the remarks of the gentleman were not rele- 
vant. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON resumed his remarks. 

Mr. FESSENDEN objected to the gentleman 
from Maryland being allowed to proceed irrele- 
vantly. 

Mr, ADAMS again hoped the gentleman would 
not be interrupted. 

Mr. ANDREWS said the whole debate had 
been out of order. 

Mr. HOPKINS moved that the gentleman from 
Maryland have leave to proceed. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON was about to resume 
his speech, when 

Mr. ANDREWS rose, and asked if the gentle- 
man was to be allowed to proceed without a vote 
of the House? 

Mr. W. C JOHNSON said he would save gen- 
tlemen all further trouble, for he had done with the 
subject. : 


He then said, the great theory of our Govern- 
ment, as of all Republican Governments, was, that 
the representative should reflect faithfully the will 
and wishes, as well as the interests, of his constitu- 
enis; but ne memorial had come from the city of 
Alexandria for the extension of the privilege of 
voting to negroes. He therefore moved to lay the 
proposition of the gentleman from Massachusetts 
on the table. 


Mr. ANDREWS inquired, if that motion ‘were 
carried, whether it would not carry the bill with it? 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative, 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON. So much the better. 

The ayes and noes were then ordered, and ta- 
ken, as follows: ; 


. YEAS—Messrs, Adams, Landaff W, Andrews, Aycrigg, Baker; 
Barnard, Barton, Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, Milton Brown, 
Jeremiah Brown, Wm. Butler, Calhoun, William B. Campbell, 
Caruthers, Chittenden, John C. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, James 
Cooper, Cranston, Cravens, Cushing, Garrett Davis, Deberry, 
Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, ‘Thomas F. Foster, Gamble, 
Goggin, Patrick G. Goode, William O. Goode, Granger, Haber- 
sham, Halsted, ubard, Hudson, Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, 
James Irvin, James; William C. Johnson, John W. Jones, 
King, Linn, McKennan, Mathiot, Maxwell, Maynard, Meriwether, 
Moore, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Owsley, Pope, Pow- 
ell, Ramsey, Alexander Randal}, Randolph, Ridgway, Rodney, 
William Russell, James M. Russetl, Saunders, Simonton, 
Sprigg, Stanly, Stokely, Stratton, Summers, Taliaferre, Rich- 
ard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, 
Underwood, Van Rensselaer, Warren, Washington, Edward D. 
White, Joseph L. White, Thomas W, Williams, Christopher 
H, Williams, Yorke, and Joan Young—87. 

NAYS—Measrs. Arrington, Atherton, Beeson, Black, Bowne, 
Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Burke, ireen W. Caldwell, Cary, 
Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Colquitt, Mark A. Cooper, 
Cowen, Cross, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, Dean, Eastman, John 
C. Edwards, Egberi, John G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, For- 
nance, Gwin, John Hastings, Hayes, Holmes, Hopkins, 
Houck, Houston, Chas. J. Ingersoll, Jack, Cave Johnson, An- 
drew Kennedy, Littlefield, Abraham McClellan, McKay, Mc- 
Keon, Alfred Marshall, Mattocks, Medill, Newhard, Parmenter, 
Patridge, Payne, Pickens, Read, Reding, Reynolds, Rhett, 
Riggs, Rogers, Shaw, Shields, Slade, Snyder, Steenrod, Sweney, 
Van Buren, Ward, Weller, and Westbrook—66. 


The motion to recommit, and the bill also, were 
therefore laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. UNDERWOOD, the House 
then resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole, 
(Mr. J. C. Crarx in the chair;) and, on his 
motion, also, the committee took up the “bill to 
establish a police for the protection of public and 
private property in the District of Columbia.” 

After the bill had been read— 

Mr. PROFFIT moved that it be reported. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to strike ont the 
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first section, which establishes a guard of. twenty- 
five men, together with a captain, lieutenant, and 
sergeant, atan expense ofabout $15,000 perannum. 
He-thought it quite enough that Congress should 
bave to pay the officers already in existence in the 
District... Congress now paid the jadges, jurymen, 
and district attorney, &c. of the District; and he 
could not consent to have his constituents any fur- 
ther taxed to keep up its government. In the 
course of his remarks, he read the following state- 
“ment of the money which- has been expended by 
this Government in the, District of Columbia: 
APPROPRIATIONS FOR DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Dutch loan for Washington to 30th Tune, 1840 - $1,254,720 96 | 
Georgetown a - 808,610 48 
se Alexandria i ` 305,172 98- 


Lots given Columbian and Georgetown Colleges, 


andthe Orphan Asylum - - 70,009 00 
Improving “navigation of the Potomac between 
Georgetown and Alexandria - : 150,000 GO 


Appropriation for canal to Alexandria - - 
Penitentiary for the District - > 265,394 00 
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For the benefit of Washington, act of 1833 - 159,900 00 
Sufferers by fire in Alexandria - - : 20,000 00 | 
Appropriated for long bridge $441,633—returaed i 

as surplus $239,163 “ ` ` + 202,470 09 
Jail in Alexandria, . - - - 26,629 60 
Jail in Washington (and other conveniences for 

circuit couri) -~ - : . 59,143 00 
Pennsyivaniaavenue and side walks -~ - 193,309 00 | 
Supply of public buildings with waier - - 91,810 09 
Fire engine, hose, dc"  - s - - 33 927 00 | 
Statues, paintings, cc. for Capitol . + 133,200 00 
Expenditures on public grounds + ~ - 263,379 00 | 


$4,327,525 46 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON made some remarks in 
reply. He asked whether the gentleman from 
Tennessee would afford no facilities to the Gov- 
ernment, to carry on the public business for the 
public good. The items, as the gentleman had 
summed them up, did not amount to so much as 
General Jackson was desirous io have appropriated 
for the same purpose. The plan now proposed 
was, to have a police around the buildings, to pre- 
vent their destruction by fire ; and he siated, that 
when the Treasury buildings were burned there 
were watchmen comfortably asleep inside, who 
were in danger of being burned with the buildings. 
This plan was, to have a watch outside to guard 
them, andalso to guard, with other property, the 
residences of the officers of the Government, who 
had come here to serve the country, and who, by- 
the-by, were generally the poor men of the country. 
If the public property here were taxed, there wou'd 
be sufficient to light and watch the city too. 

Mr. M. A. COOPER was understood to inquire 
whether the property of the District was not bene- 
fited by this being the seat of Government? 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON admitted that; but there 
were always reciprocal duties ; and it was the duty 
of Government to protect the public property, 

Mr. M. A. COOPER said he understood this to 
be a bill to establish a national guard—a guard of 
twenty-five men, at the command of the President. 
They could make nothing else of it. It was a 
proposition to increase the standing army ; it was 
also a proposition to increase the public expenses 
by $13,000 per annum. Tt was a proposition, too, 
to increase the patronage of the President, for he 
had the appointment of the capiain of the guard. 

The inhabitants of the District, by a combined 
movement, appeared determined to get along only 
with national institutions. They appeared even 
determined to call upon the Government to pruiect 
their private property from the torch of the incen- 
diary; or rather to cali upon the poor people to the 
remote ends of the Union to do it for them. He 
was willing that the Government should pay for 
the protection of the public buildings; but the peo- 
ple of Georgia had as much right to call upon the 
Government to protect their private property as the 
“people of the District of Columbia; and he could 

- not justify himself if he taxed the people of Geor- 
gia for the purposes which this bill contemplated. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said there wasa tendency 
in the mind of members to run off from the- ques- 
tion before the House, and to treat it as a great 
national question., What was the real point here? 
According to the gentleman from Tennessee, mil- 
lions on millions of dollars had been expended iz 
the erection of fine buildings; but, if they went be- 
yond the President’s House, what did they find? The 
Ordnance Department, the Pension Office, and many 
other offices, in which were the public archives 
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and valuable papers, the whole of which were lia- 
ble to be burned down by any incendiary who 
may come to this city from any quarterof the 
Union. He was informed that it had been done. 
The Treasury Department had been burned down, 
and the Post Office had been burned, and many 


valuable papers were then destroyed; and at those - 


times the watchmen, placed to watch those build- 
ings, were dragged out of their beds by the heels, 
to prevent their being barned. It appeared that 


_heretofore, when public buildings were put up, 


they had put men inside of them to watch them; 
and they had gone to the expense of $13,000 per 
annum to put men to sleep in the public buildings 
at night. And what was now proposed? Toes- 
tablish a police force to be outside, instead of being 
in comfortable quarters inside the buildings. But 
the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. CocrEr] appear- 
ed to act on the principle that, if the wateh of the 
public buildings saw an incendiary applying the 
torch to private property, he was to say to himself, 
“Well, that’s no business of mine,” 

They now paid upwards of $15,600 for the 
guard of the public property: this bill proposed to 
organize a gaard, which would relieve ihem from 


- the present guard, except those about the Capitol, 


where they had five persons, at an expense exceed- 
ing $5,000 per annum. If they retained these five 
persons, the additional expense weuld be something 
more than 3,000 per annum; but if they dismissed 
them, there would be aszving of about $1,800. 
That was the whole of it; and why, then, was it ne- 
cessary that the gentleman from Tennessee should 
bring up a long string of expenditures for this city, 
even io the purchasing of steck fur the Chesapeake 
and Ohio esnal? All the rest were public expendi- 
tures, for public purpos:s. Were they not to do 
what was politic and right, from a fear that abuses 
would arise? Re could say much more, but he was 
admonished by the minute hand of the clock, and 
he hoped the question would be taken. 

Mr. COOPER said the public buildings were 
destroyed in consequence of the in: fiiciency of the 
guard, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said that a guard outside 
of the Treasury buildings would have seen that fire 
in its origin, as it took place among the wood ia 
the basement. 

The debate was continued for some time, and 
various amendments were proposed; and the bill, 
with some immaterial amendment, was reported to 
the House, and was read a third time, and. passed 
— Yeas 84, nays 77. ` 

The House then passed the bill for lighting the 
Avenue, and other parts of the city--Yeas 78, 
nays 67. 

The House then adjourned, 


IN SENATE. 
Frinay, June 3, 1842. 
Mr. WOODBURY presented a resolution, which 
lies over till to-morrow; which was read as fol- 
lows: $ 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
report to the Senate how much money has been borrowed 
since the statement in his annual report on ihe finances; the 
rates of interest and discount of the same; and the length of 
time for which such sum may have been borrowed. 


On motion of Mr. ARCHER, the President pro 
tem. was empowered to appoint a chairman for the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, to fill the vacancy 
cecasioned by ihe eleciion of the Senator from 
North Carolina [Mr. Mangum] to the presidency of 
the Senate. 

Mr. WALKER hoped the Senate would pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the apportionment bill; 
but waived his motion at the suggestion of 

Mr. GRAHAM, who wished the Senate to in- 
dulge him by taking up a private bill for the relief 
of Hezekiah L. Thistle. 

Mr. BUCHANAN was always anxious to in- 
dulge any gentleman; but, as the Legislature of 
Peansylvania was ia a day or two to be in ses- 
sion, he hoped the Senate would proceed to the 
consideration of the apportionment bill, and have 
the question taken on its engrossment to-day. 

Mr. GRAHAM withdrew his motion; and 

On motion of Mr. WALKER, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration, asin committee of the 
whole, of 


THE APPORTIONMENT BILL. : 

The question pending, when theSenate adjourned \ 
on yesterday, was thé motion of Mr..Waeut to * 
amend the following section of the bills - ; : 

SEC. 2. And beit further enacted, That, in every case when 
a State is entitled to more than one Representative, the number 
to whichéach State shall be entitled under this apportionment. 
shall be elected by districts, composed of contiguous territory, 
equal in number tothe number, of Representatives. to” which 
said State may be entitled—no one district electing more than 
one Representative. f 

Mr. Wuieu had moved to strike from the above 
section the words “no cne district electing. more 
than one Representative,” and to insert the words 
“as far as that can-be done.in conformity with the 
established election systems of the States; but no. 
State shall, by virtue of the provisions of this sec- 
tion, consider itself called upon to divide counties, 
or other election districts, for the purpose of fur- 
fishing single districts.” 

Mr. BAGBY observed, that whatever the views 
of Senators on this side of the house might be, with 
regard to the second section of the bill—whether 
modified, as proposed, or not——he was opposed to it 
in any farm in which it could be presented. He 
considered ita proposition wholly unconstitutional. 
This Government possesses no powers, except those 
expressly granted to it in the Constitution, and the 
power to pass laws necessary for carrying oul those 
expressed powers. This he showed from the con- 
text of the instrument. itself; and he pointed pars- 
ticularly. to the. power granted by the Constitution 
to the Legislatures of the States, of electing two 
Senators each; and asked, was not the same right 
insured to the peopie of the States to elect their 
own Representatives. What, he asked, was it 
that led to the Revolution, but the denial of the 
right of representation? and was not this Constitu- 
tion a guaranty of the corrective ? 


Some gentlemen seem to think that although the 
general-ticket system may be more convenient to 
some of the States, yet precedent, and the sanction 
of years, have been in favor of the district system. 
In great political questions, however much entitled 
to consideration both precedent and the sanction of 
former ages may be, yet the experience and the 
judgment of the present generation should, in his 
mind, be entitled to preference. He could not see 
any weight in the arguments used by some gentle- 
men, that mere local interests should be represent- 
ed in the House of Representatives. The object 
was to represent the people of the States respective- 
ly: and who composed the people? In speaking of 
the people of England, we donot mean the people 
of London, or of any particular district or collec« 
tion of districts; or, in speaking of the people of 
France, no one means the people of Paris or Bor- 
deaux alone. The people are the inhabitants, 
collectively, of any sovereignty. In this country 
the people of each State are, collectively, interest- 
ed- in the relation which that State bears to the 
General Government; and it was only by the gen- 
eral-ticket system they could obtain their proper 
representation, 

He reviewed in detail the arguments in favor of 
the district system, pointing out their fallacy as he 
proceeded, and showing that the operation ot such 
a system, instead of prodacing that balance of in- 
terests in the National Legislature contemplated 
by the framers of the Constitution, would destroy 
that balance. If the effect of the general-ticket 
system was to give the large populations of the 
large States a preponderance over the smali popu- 
lations of the small States, that was a circumstance 
foreseen by the framers of the Constitution; and it 
was well understood that such preponderance was 
inevitable. To balance it, the Senate was consti« 
tuted upon such a foundation as to secure to every 
State, whether large or small, an equality in its 
representation in one branch of the Legislature. 

‘Allusion was made yesterday, by the honorable 
and distinguished Senator from Kentucky, [Mr 
CRITTENDEN, ] to that State which he (Mr. B.) had 
the honor, in part, to represent. He believed the 
Senator was nof acquainted with the circumstances 
which operated on the State of Alabama to make 
the change from the district to the general-ticket 
system. If he were acquainted with those circum- 
stances, he would know that there was no scramble 
in that State for party power. He would do all 


“parties in that State the justice to say that the 
“whole people of that State were actuated in the 
matter by higher and nobler motives than those of 
‘mere partisan ascendency. His cfficial. station ia 
‘that State at the time gave him an opportunity of 
knowing the sentiments. of Alabama; and ‘it gave. 
‘him pleasure fo: be~able to assure the honorable 
Senator that he was mistaken. Indeed, he could 
hot conceive upon what grounds the Senator as- 
stimed that it was unconstitutional to make such a 


change. © : : 

My. CRITTENDEN: asked if he understeod the 
Senator to say that he bad asserted that Alabama 
had violated the Constitution in adopting the gen- 
eral-ticket system? is 


“> Mr. BAGBY explained that he did not under- 


stand the Senator as saying so in reference to Ala- 
bama alone; but what he did understand was, that 
the Senator had urged the wnconstitutionality of 
the general-ticket system, and the constitution- 
ality of the district system. ; . 

Mr. CRITTENDEN observed that he never did 
say the general-ticket sysiem was unconstitutional. 
Until Congress should make a regula ion. directing 
a.differen: system, he considered the general-ticket 

. system as constitutional as any oiher. 

“Mr. BAGBY asked whether be understood the 
Senator from Kentucky to have said that the 

. change was effected in Alabama for party pur- 

ses? 

. Mr, CRITTENDEN, with ail candor, would 
admit that he'did say, substantially, that the-change 
took place from party considerations, and to carry 

out party views. That was bis understanding, 
from: ihe general representations made to him. He 
had-stated it by way of elucidation, and not witha 
view lo cast any unjust imputations on the people 
of Alabama. He knew that, in the anxious pur- 
suit for party objects, each and every Siate was li- 
able to be induced to this system for party pur- 
poses. He disclaimed at the lime any unjust impu- 
tation against Alabama. 

Mr. BAGBY was gratified to hear the gentle- 
man’s explanation; but he only regretted that he 
had gleaned all his informaiion from one side— 
the Whig side. If he bad procured information 
from both sides, he would not have. believed that 
the change was designed for party purposes. He 
repeated thal, in the then state of public opinion, a 
majority of the people of Alabama was decidedly 
in favor of the general-ticket system. 

He contended that it was entirely visionary to 
hope, by any change from the general-lickel sys- 
tem to the disirict system, to cffect the chismerical 
object of representing minorities, as well as major- 
ities. The whole foundation of ihe republican ia- 
stitutions of this country was based on the princie 
ple ‘of the majority being entited to the governe 
ment of the whole. The very priaciple of the ca- 
pacity of men to govern themselves rested on this 
element of republican institutions. He did not 
wish. to be understood as denying the rights of 
minorities. He had been bred in the school of 
minorities; but he believed tne right of those in 
the minority was secured in the right to vote. 

He supported his argument as to the unconsti- 
tutionality of the district system, by 1eference to 
the preceedings of conventions in several States. 
He asked, would any gentleman contend that it was 
constitutional to divide one county eniitied to four 
members, into four districts, confinisg a voter to 
vote for only one member, and denying him the 

right of voting for the other three Re niatives 
of his county? The Constitution en the voters 
of the county to vole according to their respective 
numbers; and the respective numbers of that coun- 
ty entitle it to four members. But Congress says no 
voter in such county shall vote for these four mem- 
bers: how can sach an order be constituticnal? 

And ifitis not in this case, it cannot be in respect 
to the whole State. 

if it was true that the adoption of the general- 
ticket system would lead to a great, overgrown 
oligarchy, it was not his fault, or that of the Sena- 
tor; for he was quite satisfied both had tke same 
object in view—-the best means of securing popular 
rights. But, if any change was necessary, it eou.d 
not, he contended, be effected constitutionally in 
“Boy: olber way than that pointed out by the Consti- 


ation itself. -Would the Senator from Kentucky 
gay that such an organic law could be passed, ac- 


-cording to the Constitution? 


Mr. CRITTENDEN explained, that he had 
made use of the term ‘organic law” in reference 
to a jaw necessary to organize the House of Rep- 
resentatives. 

Mr. BAGBY was glad the Senator had called 
his attention back to the organization of the House 
of Representatives. He considered it a great mis- 
take to suppose that local interests were to be rep- 
resented. in detail in ihat House;—these details 
were taken care of in the State Legislatures: it 
would be wholly out of piace to introduce local 
influences into-a National Legislature, intended to 
represent the people of a State collectively, in ref- 
erence to matters of national import, or affecting 
the interests -of States. Mr. B. dwelt for some 
lime en this subject, illustrating his arguments by 
many postulates leading to deductions in support of 
his positions. ; 

Hie wanted to have the whele people represented 
in the whole namber of their Representatives. . He 
wished to-enjoy the right of an American citizen, 
which he considered paramount to the rights of 
either a Senator or Representative; and it was in 
maintenance of that primary right, that he con- 
tended for the enjoyment of the right to vote for 
every Representative of bis State, as well as for 
the Representative of his own vicinity. 

This bill was not only constitutional in principle, 
but grossly unconstitutional in its details. It is con- 
tended that Congress has power over the time, 
manner, and place of elections, ia the power 
to alter the regulations of the States. But he could 
point out many things in relation to the time, man- 
ner, and place of elections, which solely belonged 
to the Siaies, and which Congress could not 
constitutionaliy attempt to regulate. And if Con- 
gres was precluded from interfering in any one 
thing, it could not be more ceriain than thatit Was 
precluded from interfering in the manner proposed 
by this bill. It may be passed into a law; but it 
will be a dead-letter law, for it never can be car- 
ried out. He did not kn:w how many States 
would obey it; but be knew at least one State 
which never would. It might be called an order, 
a mandate, ora regulation; its name, however, 
would notsanction its usurpation. He wouid ask 
for the grant of the power, satisfied that it could 
not be produced. If gentlemen are convinced that 
the crisis has arrived in which it is imperatively ne- 
cessary to act, and to act decisively, how dil it 
happen that they stopped short halfway, and pro- 
posed to accomplish only half the work necessary 
tu eairy out the change they contemplated? Why 
net come out like men, and, ifthey have the power, 
assert ji, when the necessity is so apparent aad im- 
pericus? He could not help looking to the conse- 
quences which must result from this bill being 
adopted, and attempted to be carried cut in its 
present form, ‘These consequences are uuavoida- 
ble. 

He did not deny the power of Congress over the 
time, manner, and place of elections, in reference 
to making or altering regulations made, or neglected 
to he made, by the States; but this power did not, 
and could not, reach to the interference with any 
personal right secured to every citizen by the Con- 
stitution. He would illustrate bis meaning: As to 
time, Congress might direct a ‘particular day for 
elections—such as the first of August; as to place, 
Congress might direct that the elections show'd be 
ilat the county seats of each county, or in dif- 
ferent precincts; as to menner, it might direct the 


vote to be taken by ballot or vive voce; but it could 


not, constitationally, order a voter to vote for one 
manand not another. Now, kere was an uncon- 
stitaiienal usurpation of power, which would be a 
direct violation of the Constitution. 

He maintained ihat every qualified voter of a 
State had the right to vote for every member to 
which such State was entitied to represent her in 
the House. If any other course was pursued, the 
design of the Constitution would be defeated; for 
the Constitution secures to each State her proper 
quota of Representatives, to be elected by the peo- 
ple of such Siate—not by a portion of the people, 
but by the whele people. He argued that, if the 


cistrictsystem Was a proper one by the Constitu- 
tion, Congress had the power to adopt it, and fix 
its details; but thatshe had no fight to call upon 
any Stale to do it. An act making such a call, 
would be therefore unconstitutional. The march 
of Federal power was to be more strongly marked 
in this Congresx, than by any preceding one since 
the formation of the Government. He meant that 
the Federal Government had made, and was ma- 
king, greater stretches towards engrossing the pow- 
ers of the States, than. at any previous period in 
the history of Congress... 2” ' 

The National Treasuryytoo, had become as emp- 
ty as space. The Governm 


ent is bankrupt; iis 
credit is destroyed. You-have instituted loans; and 
gone into market with your certificates, which could 
not be disposed of on any terms. You have re- 
fused to bring back to the Treasury obe of the | 
standing sources of revenue. You beg with one 
hand, and give away with the other. One of the 
Federal encroachments was to be found in the es- 
tablishment of the bankrupt,law, which Congress 
had refused to suspend. The bill before the Sen- 
ate was another step towards Federal encroach- 
ment. A measure was now in progress in this 
body—for what purpose? For the purpose of strip- 
ping the States of their criminal jurisdiction—not 
in all cases, but such as the Federal Government, 
in its discretion, thinks proper to prescribe. 

He hoped this course of legislation would soon 
be arrested, and that a return would be made to 
the first principles of this Government. He viewed 
the tendencies of such measures as this, in connex- 
ion with other measures infringing upon the sov- 
ereign powers of the several States, as the lion’s 
tracks on the broad plain—all leading to one den. 
No encroachment coaid be made on the sovereign 
powers of the States that did not weaken them, 
and, in the same ratio, aggrandize and consolidate 
power in the Federal Government. This was a 
pregression that could not long continue, without 
reaching a point at which an organic change would 
be inevitable. 

Suppose it should happen that this law would be 
passed? he asked, what would be the first question 
put to gentlemen on their return to their constitu- 
ents? Would it not be, What in the word putit 
into your head to vote for this change? What 
occasion was there for it? We did not call for it, 
or want it. The people of Georgia, of Alabama, 
of Mississippi, &c., &c., did not call for it or want 
it... There was no necessity for it. 

Mr. GRAHAM wished very much to see the 
vote taken on this occasion; and it was, therefore, 
with reluctance he felt himself obliged to delay 
that event by expressing his views in relation to 
the subject. He had listened with great attention 
to the remarks of the Senator from Alabama, and 
was noi a little surprised to fad a doctrine~-ad- 
vanced by him for the first time, as far as he knew— 
that all the States are constitutionally bound to es- 
tablish the general-ticket system. 

Mr. G. entered at large into the refutation of this 
doctrine, and quoted several passages from the 
Federalist to show that the district system was the 
mode of electing membeis to the popular branch 
of the National Legislature, contemplated by the 
founders of the Constitution. He had not been 
able to find, in the debates in the Convention, that 
any one was in favor of the adoption of the gener- 
al-ticket system. The district system was adopted 
by most of the States immediately after the ratifi- 
cation cf the Constitution; and, among these, was 
the Siate of Virginia, in which Mr. Madison, Gen. 
Washington, and many of the framers of the Con- 
stitution resided. It was clear, then, that the sys-, 
tem was considered not only undoubtedly consti- 
tutional, but.most eligible. Ele next reviewed the | 
evidences of public opinion in favor of the district 
system, from the organization of the Government 
down to the year 1816. Itwas a system so much 
in favor with the people of North Carolina, that 
Dr. Smith brought ihe subject before the House of 
Representatives in 1820, in a resolution in favor 
cf an amendment to the Constitution-—that Repre- 
sentatives should be so elected; and the vote on it 
was 94 yeas, 54 nays; and it was only for 
want of two-thirds that it failed. He referred to 
Mr. McDuftie’s report in favor of making a uni- 
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form law-for the election of members for the House 
of Representatives, in the-senliments of which. he 
fully concurred. f 


Mr. G. for the purpose of showing that this was 


not the first time that the subject of districting the 


States had been agitated in Congress, read extracts 
from this report of Mr. McDuflie, to establish the 
fact that it had not only received the countenance 
of Congress, but of the people of the States. He 
coincided with that gentleman, that it was highly 
expedient to adopt that,system. He argued that in 
every country of which he had any knowledge, 
where a representative Government existed at all, 
they had not elected by the whole mass of the vo- 
ters; but, on the other hand, in every couñtry which 
possessed freedom to any extent, the people had 
elected their public agents by districts, parishes, 
counties, or whatever they were called; so that ev- 
idences of the publie opinion might be brought to 
the capital. In order to have a correct representa- 
tion; there should be something of intimacy be- 
tween the Representative and his constituents, so 
that he might explain to them the opinions which 
he enlerlained of public affairs, and give 
an account of bis stewardship. This was the case 
where the district system was in force, bat not so 
with the general-ticket system. 

In order to have a fair representation, it was ne- 
cessary that the Representative should have an op: 
portunity to meet the people he represents face to 
face. This could only be done by the district sys- 
tem, When the districts are madeof a convenient 
size, a man must have more worth than mere 
talent to recommend him to the consideration of the 
people—he must also have virtue, which was €s- 
sential in a Representative. He believed it was ne- 
cessary, to preserve the Representative systcm inits 
purity, to bring the representative to a close al- 
liance with the constituency. This could not be 
done through the general-tieket system. Of the 
virtues of the candidates, it would be difficult 
for the mass of population of a State to know. 

` Mr. G. contended that the evidences of the pub- 

lic sentiment were in favor of the district system. 
Ble quoted Mr. Madison, from the Federalisi, to 
„sustain him in the position that the plan proposed 
was expedient aad proper; and, so far trom being a 
rule through which to acquire new power, it was 
one merely to produce uniformity. The system 
was nota novel cone, but was long known to the 
American people, and was pressed upon the. con- 
sideration of Congress by the people, not only as a 
matter of experience, but asa constitutional pro- 
vision, for the purpose of preventing the institutions 
of the country from falling into the hands of a fac- 
tion. f 

It was admitted, he believed, on all hands, so 
far as he understood the argument, that Congress 
might district the Staies, and cause the Representa- 
tives to be elected according to the district system; 
yet, it was argued, that if she preferred the district 
system, she must execute the law-—~she must lay 
off the districts, but conid not command the States 
te do it; that is, if she legislated at all upon the 
subject, she could not Go it partially, but must do 
it fully, and leave nothing to depend upon the voli- 

tion of the States. 

Now he (Mr. G.) maintained that, by the super- 
seding power in the Constitution, which gives Con- 
gress the right to alter the regulations of the States 
as to the times, places, and manner of election of 
Representatives, she had the right to declare that 
the district system should be adopted, without ex- 
ecuting it. She has the right to supersede what 
the Slates have done upon the subject, which in- 
volved the further right to make. Tae power given 
to the States over the subject was as a mere trus- 
teeship, and not absolute; bat liable to be super- 
seded, and capable of being controlled by the action 
of Congress. If Congress has the power to estab- 
lish and lay off the district system, she has the pow- 
er, also, to grant a trusteeship to execute the law 
for her. 

Mr. BUCHANAN had not yet spoken on this 
subject at all, nor did he know that he would; but 
it appeared to him that the Senator had not yet 
touched on the main poini; and that was, whether 
he considered Congress had a right to order the 
States to carry oul this law? and, if so, how the 


to them . 


-J| power is to be enforced? and, if. Congress. passed 


the law, was it not bound: also’ to carry it out 
itself? i ; : f 

Mr. GRAHAM said he understood the Senator 
from New York to concede the whole power; and 
all he contended for was, that Congress might, at 
its diseretion, exercise the power in part,-in prefer- 
ence to an exercise of the whole power. But 
until Congress acted, the power of the State Legis- 
latures over the question was full. But the power 
became absolute in Congress so saon as she acted 
upon the subject. In reply to the argument that 
there was no cause for the action of Congress, no 
State having failed to provide for election of Rep- 
resentaltves; he maintained that Congress could act 
without a Stale being in default. He did not think 
it was proper io defer the exercise of such a power 
till some State should be in default. It was better 
to provide in anticipation, and not wait till such 
default should occur, when the feelings and affec- 
tions of the people would be fixed. 

In conclusion, he contended that if the Legisla- 
tures of the Staies shouid fail to district the States 
under this jaw, Congress would be obliged to de- 
clare elections under any other system null and 
void. It would, not be necessary, in default of 
action by any Siates, to attempt to force, by the 
powers of the General Government, ary such 
States to act.. If they failed to elect under the 
law, their Representatives would be repudiated and 
a new election ordered. He further argued that it 
would be a departure from the theory of the Coż- 
stitution, and from what it was iniesded by its fra- 
mers, to adopta general-ticket system, which looked 
rather to a representation of States than to individ- 
ual citizens. ‘The Senate was the body in which, 
by the Constitution, the States, as sovercignties, 
were intended to be represented; and the House of 
Representatives the body in which the people were 
intended to be represented—not as communities, but 
as individeal citizens. The interests of individuals 
would be swallowed vp and lost sight of, if the 
principle of representing Staies or communities in 
both branches of Congress should be established as 
a principle. 

Mr. WALKER observed, that before the Legis- 
lature of bis Siate skould meet.at its next regular 
session, if this bill was passed in its present form, 
the election of her Representatives musi take place 
before any law of the State can be passed to carry 
out the. maudate of Congress. How, then, was 
the State to be represented at the next Congress, if 
the power existed of rejecting its Representatives 
for not being elected in conformity with this Jaw? 

He contended that this bill would be a return to 
the principles of the old Confederation, Boia Mfr. 
Madison and Mr. Jefferson had declared the differ- 
ence between the oid Confederation and the new 
Constitution of the. Usied States, was, that the 
powers of the old Confederation were exercised as 
imperative mundates on the States; whereas the 
Constitution secnred to the States the principle that 
no powers should be exercised over the States but 
those they agreed specifcally should be so exer- 
cised. 

It was never contemplated by the framers of the 
Consdtation that Congress would pass a law come 
pelling a State to pats a law, any more than tiat it 
would have power to compei a man to vote for a 
law which he believes to be unconstitational. Sup- 
pose the Siaie of Alabama should continue of 
opinion thatthe mandate of the Constitution 1s, that 
clections shail be by several iicke!: what would be 
the consequence of ati ting to enforce this law, 
ordering them to change thair system to the dis- 
trict system, bat i Alabama should either go 
without any representation, Cf that her citizens 
should be compelled to vote for a law they be- 
lieve to be unconstitutional? This is going back 
to the principles of the old Confederation, the great 
evil of whieh, Mr. Jefferson says, Was, that it is- 
sued its mandates to sovereign States, compelling 
them to obedience. R 

Every law which Congress has power to pass, it 
must have power to exccule. Who will be sent 
to execute this law? Wall it be the Presicem of 
the United States, who is sworn to carry out the 
Jaws of Congress? Can he go into ev@ry Siate, 
aud compel legislators to assemble and pass a law, 


and then compel the Governor to sign the law? 


Tae proposition involves an absurdity. The.whele_ 


thing is an absurdity. age : 

: Mr. BAYARD “interposei, He took. it for 
granted that, when a question isasked in argument, 
ivis either for the purpose of obtaining an answer, 


clusion. Now, he was ready to answer the Sena- 
tor’s questions, but not to admit his inference. His 
answer was, that there was neither absurdity nor 
want of precedent in this mode of ‘using a power, 
without asserting the execution of the law, which 
is lett for the States themselves to execute. 


He referred to the 15ih paragraph of the Sth 


‘or for assuming the admission of an implied: coña” 


section of the Ist artile of the Constitution, for a ” 


ease in poist. . That paragraph is: Congress shall 
have power “to provide for organizing, arming, 
and disciplining the militia, and for governing such 
part of them as may be employed in the service of 
the United States, reserving lo the Slates respect- 
ively the appointment of the officers, and the au- 
thority of training the militia accordizg to the 
discipline prescribed by Congress.” Now, be asked 
the Senator from Mississippi, [Mr. WALKER,] was 
not this an insiance in which ‘Congress had the 
power to pass a law regulating the discipline of the 
militia? Yet it might be said, because the State 
bad the appointment of the officers, and the officers 
commanded the militia, Congress could not make 
nie of that fores to execute its own law, “It was 
for Congress 10 make the law, and for the State 
Legislatures to provide the means of carrying it 
out. Such, too, was the case in relation to the bill 
before the Senate. 

Mr. WALKER sais, if that was se, Congress must 
wait Uil the cficers are appointed by the States be- 
fore itcan attempt to carry out its law by military 
force. And here the Senator had given a clear ge- 
moustra'ion that the President would have no busi- 
ness going into å Siate to carry out this law. 

Mr. GRAELAM referred to other instances in 
which no redress could be had for not carrying out 
a law. 

Mr. WALTER considered it was the officers 
appointed to carry owt the laws who were amena- 
bie to Congress for not carrying them out—nhot the 
citizens, who deny their constitutional obligation 
to obey the law. Was there any power to pass a 
law to carry this law into effect, should the officers 
appointed to carry i: out fail to do so? It could 
not be done; which shows that it isnot a power 
within the meaning of the proviso in the Constitu- 
tion, that Congress shall have power to pass all 
laws necessary to carry cut the enumerated pow- 


ers of the Cunstiiution. 


It was because he wished to discourage collisions 
boiween the Sisies and the General Government, 
thal he had risen to oppose this clause. He was 
in favor of the district system; but he was opposed 
to carrying it to such extremes as to carve up dis- 
mieta in such a manner as to make them tempta. 
lions for gerrymandering {rom one to another. He 
gould noi but ivok upon this law asa law tending 

g oniempt; for the result 
1, that Representatives 
wavention of the law must be ad- 
~evineins a practical ilustra- 


uon of its nuiiitr. 

Mr. RIVES had listened with attention to the re- 
marks of the Senator from North Carolina, so well 
and so eloquently expressed; and would not have 
stood up to say & word, hal it not been for tbe gl- 
Jasion which tke Sena'or had made to the action of 
Virginia in 1815. Be agresd in every thing the 
Senator bad said in favor of tae district system in 
preference to ths general-ticket system, But he 
contended ihat all the proscedings to which the 
Senaior had alluded were for the purpose of pro- 
curing an amendment to the Constitution, and not 
as any indication b Congress ought to exercise 
the por He chaileag:d the Senator to point outa 
sojitary Insiance in ¢ hich it had ever been proposed 
or suggested that Congress should exercise this power 
of ordering we district system, to be established 
throughout the Sintes. It was too delicate a power 
to be used without imperious necessity. His main 
objection was yet unanswered : lt was, that if this 
law be passed now, another Congress might come 


= 


in and, for party purposes, repeal it, and establish. 
. the general-ticket system. £ 


“Mr. HENDERSON, in answer to the question” 


which had been ‘repeatedly asked, Would Congress 
eommand the-obedience of the States? replied by 
reading the clause in the bill, and: stating that ail 
: Congress conceived it necessary to do was to pass 
theilaw.’ Etwas the duty of the Legislatures of the 
States to-carry it out. Bae ae es 
Mr.-MOREHEAD obtained. the floor; but the 
hour: being jate; moved an adjournment; which 
‘wás agreed to, and 
.. The Senate then adjourned, 
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pet  Fripay, June 3, 1842. 

-Mr- GARRETT. DAVIS submitted the follow- 
ing resolution : f 

‘Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested ‘to inform the House of Representatives whether the 
commission fur the investigation of the New York custom- 
house, constituted on the 10th of May, 1841, and subsequently 
continued, is, or not, new iù existence; and, if not, at what time 
the same was dissolved: if said commission be not dissolved, 

“for what purpose it is continued, and when it is intended to 
terminate it, ý . 

Resolved, That the President be further requested to cause 
a statement of the expense of such commission—specifying the 
amount- paid to.each individual connected with it, for daily com- 
pensation, travelling expenses, and on any other account, par- 
ticularly, and tħedate of each pay ment—to be communicated to 
the. House of Representatives; and from what fund said pay- 
ments Were or dre intended to be made, 


.. Mr; PROFFIT and others objected to the recep- 

tion of the resolution. 

Mr. DAVIS moved a suspension of the rales for 
its reception. 

Mr. PROFFIT called for the yeas and nays, ‘so 
that it might be. seen who stopped the public busi- 
ness, : 

The ayes and noes were not ordered. 

Mr, CUSHING rose to a question of order, 
The gentleman from Kentucky had submitied two 
resolutions; and he contended that it wag not inor- 
der to move a suspension of the rules to receive 
two resolutions at once. He desired the motion 
to suspend should be read, that ‘he might know 
how it would stand on the record. 

‘The Crerk explained. 

Mr. CUSHING repeated, that the motion was 
to suspend for.the purpose of receiving two reso- 
lutions, though they were. on one paper. 

‘Mr. G. DAVIS said, though they were two res- 
olutions, they were on one subject. 

Mr. CUSHING reiterated that it was sufficient 
that they were two resolutions. 

Mr. DAVIS, to obviate the objections, said he 

- Would modify the resolutions, by striking out the 
last “resolved,” and inserting the word “and,” 

Mr. PROFFIT said he would not haye object- 
ed, but he knew they would be cut off from expla- 
nation. 

‘Te rules were then suspended, and the resolu- 
tion was received. 

Mr, G. DAVIS then moved the previous ques- 
tion; which was sustained by the House, and the 
resolution was adopted. 

Mr, CAMPBELL then offered the resolution 
which he submiticd yesterday, to fix 3 o'clock on 
the Ith of July fer the adjournment of Congress 
sine die. 

[Cries of “No, no,” and “Agreed.”] 

He then moved the suspension of the rules, on 
which he called for the ayes and noes; which being 
ordered, resulted as follows: Ayes 89, noes $4, 

There not being two-thirds 1p the affirmative, 
the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. RANDOLPH offered a resolution to fix the 
day succeeding that on which the army appropria- 
tion bill shouid be disposed of, to go into Commit- 
tee of ihe Whole on the tan or revenue bill. 

Mr. PROF SIT and others objected, 

a RANDOLPH moved a suspension of the 
rules, 

Mr. COWEN hoped the Honse woald proceed 
With the private business, which was the appropri- 
ate business of this day. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia having made a few 
observations on a point of order, which was over- 
ruled by the SPEAKER- 

Mr. RANDOLPH called for the ayes and noes 
on the: question of suspension of the rules, 


. debate, 


Mr. ATHERTON asked the chairman „of the 
Committee of Ways and Means when he intended 
to-report on that-subject.. -- ra 
Mr. STANLY and others. “Order, order! 
‘The ayes and noes ‘were then ordered, and re- 
sulted as follows: Ayes-89, noes 87. f t> 
The rules were, not-suspended. D 
Mr. COWEN moved that the House resolve it- 
self into Committee of. the Whole, for the purpose 
of considering the bills on the private calendar. 
The SPEAKER informed the gentleman from 
Ohio, that there was a bill which would first come 


up, as unfinished business, during the morning _ 


hour. : . 

Mr. CUSHING inquired if reports were not the 
order of business during the morning hour; and, 
if so, whether the motion of the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Cowen] would not require a suspension 
of the rules, by a vote of two-thirds? ; 

The SPEAKER assented. - 

Mr. CUSHING hoped, then, that the orders of 
the day would be adhered to. 

Mr. COWEN said this was the day on whieh 
such private bills were'to be disposed of as could 
be passed without debate; and the bill to which the 
Speaker had alluded, (which was understood to be 


a bill for the relief of Hugh Stuart,) must, there- ; 


fore, be necessarily rejected, from that considera- 
tion. T 

Mr. CUSHING remarked that they never should 
get on with the business of the House. until they 
returned to the old rules; and he insisted upon the 
committees being called for reports for one hour 
from that. time. 

{Great confusion, and cries of “take your seats ”] 

Mr. R. W. THOMPSON hoped the gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Cutie] would yield to 
him, so that he might bave the opportunity to sub- 
mit a resolution, which was essential to the busi- 
ness of a committee, 

The resolution was read for inf rmation, and it 
was designed to give the select committce, ap- 
pointed on the 13th of May, to examine the charges 
for furnishing and finishing the New York eustom- 
house, power to employ a clerk, and to sit during 
tae sittings of the House. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER was understood to intimate that 
there was a pending motion made by the chairman 
of the Judiciary Committee, to print an additional 
namber of a report. 

Mr. FILLMORE said that would give rise to 

Mr. CUSHING moved to lay the report of the 
Jediciary Committee on the table. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT said it appeared to him that 
the publie interests would suffer by a consumption 
of time on these motions, for he thosght the army 
appropriation bill should be disposed of. He would 
make any sacritice for the purpose of going on 
with the consideration o? that bill; and he there- 
fore moved that the House now resolve itself into 
a Committee of the Whole for the purpose of ta- 
king it up. 

Mr. FILLMORE hoped the gentioman would 
Withdraw the motion, to allow him to make a re- 
port from the Committee of Ways and Meane, 

Mr. CUSHING said he shoald object to asy 
business which shoald be a departure from the 
usual order of business. He wished the morniog 
hour to be devoted to iis proper business. 

Several voices, addressed to Mr FruLmoRrm, 
cried, “Make your report.” 

Mr. FILLMORE then reported a bill for the 
raising of revenue for the year 1842, 

The biil was read a first and second time. 

Mr. FILLMORE ihen moved that it be commit- 
ted to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, and that it be printed; also, that 5,000 
extra copies be printed. 

The motior was agreed to. 

Mr. FILLMORE then submitted a resolution to 
fix Monday next, at 1 o'clock, to terminate debate 
in Commitice of the Waole on the eilitary appro- 
priation bill; which was adopted, after some objec- 
tion, by ihe aves and noes—ayes 93, noes 85, | 

Mr. KENNEDY of Maryland, from the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, reported a bill to provide for 


- Teciprocity in the commercial intercourse of the 


United States with the British colonial ports, &c. 
Read twice, and referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. STOKELY, from the Commitiee on Mili- 
tary. Afairs, reported a bill to provide for the pro. 
tection of the people of Florida from Indian depres 
dations, and for- the occupation of that Territory, 
Read twice; and referred 1o the Committee of the 


. Whole House on the state of the Union. © 


On motion of Mr. ROOSEVELT, tha House re. 
solved. itself in'o Committee'of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Unpegwoon of Kentucky 
in the chair,) and resumed the consideration of the 
bill making appropriztions for the support of the 
army for the year 1842, 

Mr. HALSTE said that, in order to ascertain 
what redactions should be made in the army, it 


was neevs\ary to£onsider the situation of the coun- 
try, the’frdntiers; &«, He should only advocate 


such a redijctio# as was absolutely necessary, and 
not such a fedueticn as would tend to the material 
injury of theisérvice. He was satisfied there should 
be no reductifn ia the rank and file of the army, 
but there should be a diminution of the staff, and paz- 
ticularly the stpernumerary officers added by the 
act of 1838. He stated some of the reasons why 
he should go against a réduction of the rank and 
file. The army was less, in proportion to the 
population of the country, than itever was. In 
1792, when the population of the United Siates 
was only 3,000,060, the rank and file of the army 
was more than 5,000. At later periuds the propor- 
tion was. almost as great. During a part of Mr. 
Jefferson’s administration, which was looked to as 
a standard of cconomy, the army was much larger 
in proportion to the population of the country, than 
it is now. This, too, was when there was no 
expectation of war. In 1821, the population of the 
couniry was 9,000,000, and the rank and. file 
neatly 6,000. Did the same proportion exist at 
present, the rank and file of the army would now 
be 11,000; whereas it was but 9,000. In all these 
calculations he spoke of the rank and file only, and 
did not include the staff. He compared the pro- 
portion of the army to the population here and in 
Europe. In reference to the expense of the army, 
he thought we should consider the numbers who 
had to bear it. Also, in considering the efficiency 
of the army, the extent of our territory ought to be 
regarded. ` The small States in Europe which kept 
such armies, too, were not, many of them, as large 
as one of our States, : 

He compared the nomber of our fortifications 
now, with the number years ago; and thence argued 
the necessity of having an increased number of 
men to garrison them. Military men kad declared 
that it would require 4,800 to garrison our forts in 
the Hast; and in the West, according to the lowest 
estimate, 7,000 men. Therefore, all of our present 
force was but sufficient to garrison the forts now 
constructed for the defence of the country. 

He went inio a statement of the number of Ta- 
dian warriors inthe West. He said there were two 
estimates of the number who could be brought into 
“he fiel’—one that 40,009, and th other that 66,- 
CO) could be arrayed against us. F cited the 
names of General Gratiot, Mr. Harris, General 
Macomb, and others, as authority for these facts, 
He aiso alluded to the fact that General Jackson, 
Mr, Van Baren, Mr. Batler, and Mr. Poinsett, bad 
ali recommended an increase of the army to about 
15,000 men. The Senate, teo, in 1838, passed a 
bill mereasing the army 6,584 men. This number 
was reduced to 3,590 by the House, and the nam- 
ber 4,500 was finally agreed upon by the two 
Houses, 

In addition to these authorities, he referred to 
another, beeause gentlemen were so much in the 
habit of sneering at the recommendations coming 
from the departments. General Scott had actually 
recommended an increase of two regiments, Here 
Was a recommendation of a large increase by a 
man every way qualified to judge, whose fame and 
patriolism, whose experiente and acquaintance 
with the military art were undoubted, and who was 
entirely disiaterested in any increase, The opinion 
of General Seott required no confirmation. If it 
did, be could produce the reports made from the 
War Department, from Butler, Poinsett, and Spens 
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Van Baren. 

He denied that the increase in 1838 was caused 
by the Florida war. The army was only increased 
at that time so as to be“on a proper peace establish- 
ment. Géneral Jackson never regarded the Flori- 
da war as requiring much effort by the Federal 
Government, for he declared he could put it. down 
with fifty women. That war was first. brought 
upon the country’ by the inefficiency of our army, 
and the $20,000,000 spent in it would have been 
saved if we had’ had an efficient force to keep the 
Indian tribes in check from the beginning. So, too, 
with the Black Hawk war, which never would 
have broken out, but for the meagre military force 
in that region. 

He differed with the gentleman from New York, 
[Mr. McKzon,}] who thought the officers should 
be preserved and the men dismissed. That gen- 
tleman thought the officers should be retained, be- 
cause it was not easy to obtain scientific men, while 
the ranks could be filled up at any moment. He 
thought the reverse would be the fact. There 
would always be officers enough—always candi- 
dates enough for the emoluments and the distinc- 
tions of office. The difficulty would be in obtain- 
ing men. . 

In the last war there was no scarcity of officers, 
but it was hard to enlist a sufficient number of 
men. It was better, he maintained, to keep the 
men while we had them, than to rely upon raw re- 
eruits for future emergencies. He quoted the au- 
thority of General Towson to prove that volunteers 
were much more expensive than regular troops. 
Volunteers were generally mounted. The Secre- 
tary of War, in the late war, bad many more 
mounted volunteers than he wished. Cavalry pay 
was higher, and therefore men volunteered with 
their horses, in order to get the extra pay. The pay, 
too, was but a circumstance, when the claims sub- 
sequently made to Congress by volunteers were 
considered. He referred to the large mass of claims 
now before Congress for horses lost in the Florida 
war, and gave a history of the manner in which the 
Government is often imposed upon by men who 
enter the service as mounted volunteers. He ad- 
duced a number of items illustrating the extrava- 
gance of the charges for transporting volunteers ; 
for champagne, cider, Cognac brandy, Malaga wine, 
claret wine, cigars, cologne, and fire-wood supplied 
to the Alabama and other volunteers. 


Mr. W. B. CAMPBELL said the articles were 
purchased for the sick. 


“Mr. COLES made come remarks not heard, but 
understood to be for the purpose of controverting 
the correctness of these items. 


Mr. HALSTED then alluded to the ground 
taken by the gentleman from New York, | Mr, Me- 
Kxon,] that he was in favor of a reduction of the 
army, because, by keeping it at its present number, 
it would render an increased tariff necessary. This 
tariff question, and the views entertained on it, were 
the secret of the opposition made by many mem- 
bers to the army andnayy. He (Mr. H.) wasun- 
willing to strike a blow at the tariff, through the 
heart of the army. He wished the tariff to stand on 
its own merits, and not let xentlemen reduce the 
army and navy, and then say, “We have reduced the 
expenses of the Government. There will be no ne- 
cessity for a tariff, and we won”, therefore, protect 
your manufactures.” He thougat it was an un- 
manly way of fighting the tariff and the domestic 
manufactures, to strike at the army and navy. 


He then went into a s'atement of the increase of 
the army, according to the bills of each House, in 
1838. He contended that thé staff was unncees- 
sarily increased by the bill which then passed, and 
that too many supernumerary officers and engineers 
were then added. There were a number of men 
here in Washington city, with little to do, who 
were drawing cavalry pay, whilst the men who 
were fighting the battles of the country received 
put half. He was unwilling to make fish of one, 
and flesh of the other. Yet gentlemen would re- 
duce the rank and file, and leave the staff officers, 
who were often supernumerary. The covniry had 
expended. about twenty millions of dollars in for- 
tifications; would it not be bad policy to withdraw 


cer, and the messages of Presidents Jackson and 


the troops who garrisoned those forts, and prevent- 
ed them from going to decay? : 

Gentlemen had complained of the double rations 
allowed officers in the department—tomen construed 
to have thecommand of posts. He had admitted 
there were abuses; but was unwilling to accuse all 
officers alike, who received double rations. This 
system of double rations, he maintained, com- 
menced in the time of Mr. Calhoun; had been 
sanctioned by General Cass; and, according to 
a report made by Mr. Drayton to the House 
of Representatives, in 1830, was approved of by that 
distinguished man in certain cases. The sys‘em, 
too, was sanctioned and extended by Gen. Jackson. 
The system, he was aware, was liable to some 
abuses, and he would go heart and hand with gen- 
tlemen to reform them. À 

The Committee on Military Affairs had report- 
ed a bill to establish two military posts on Colum- 
bia river, and for the enlistment of 1,500 men. 
Why reduce the army, if we had to enlist 1,500 

| men to garrison those two`posts? The Government, 
too, had recently established a new post in the 
West, (Fort Washita;) to garrison which, would 
require 450 men. Fort Adams, too, in Raode Is- 
land, which had just been finished, required 500 

men to garrison it. x 7 

Mr. PENDLETON made a statement of the 
nature of the bill establishing two military posts on 
Columbia river. ‘Phat bill merely authorized the 
President to employ a number of men, not exceed- 
ing 1,500, to be at those posts, 

Mr. HALSTED said this was no argument in 
favor of reduction. After some further remarks, 
he concluded. 

Mr. CROSS remarked, he should not have said a 
single word on the subject, but for the exposed con- 
dition of the State of which he was the sole Repre- 
sentative. The proposition of the gentleman from 
Tennessee contemplated a reduction of the army to 
what it was in 1821; and the question whether the 
necessities of the country would admit of such a 
reduction, was now the subject of consideration. 
Under the act of 1815, the army was fixed at some- 
where about its present number;‘and that organ- 
ization continued till 1821,when the reduction took 
place. It. would. not be necessary for the present 
question for him to go into details, after what had 
been so ably said by gentlemen who bad preceded 
him in debate. Most of the ground he had intended 
to cecupy had already been taken, in a much more 
forcible and eloquent manner than he could pie- 
tend to, by- the gentlemen who had preéeded him; 
and he should therefore be more brief in his address 
than he otherwise would have been. 

He believed that there were no advocates fora 

. large standing army in time of peace, to be found 
either in the House or out of it. 

All were opposed to that policy, and had been 
so since the coramencement of the Government. 
But, at thesame time, it mast be remarked, that al! 
were concerned in the necessity cf keeping up a miii- 
tary establishment for tic necessary purposes of the 
Government—one of which was tke detence of the 
counry; the other was the preservation of the pub- 
ic property. The army at present consisted of 


about 11,000 men—a namber, in his judgment, not j! 


beyond what was neeesssry for those purpo 


and he thonght that those who advocated its re 
He 


Without this information he thought they could 
not with safety legislate. He was not satisfi 3 
that the reduction proposed was called for by the 
people of any portion of tke Union. Where, he 
asked, did the application for it come from? He 
had seen nothing of it in the public printsg on the 


contrary, they generally, so far as hes q seen, 


opposed the measure. If econemy- was. the prin- 
cipal object in view, though he was as desirous of 
consulting it as any member on-that floor, hé did 
not think the reduction in the manner proposed 
would attain. that end.. The. reduction was, pro= 
posed as to the rank and file of the army only: 
Now, he would: prefer applying it to the double. 
rations, to breve rank, to allowances. for. trans- 
portation, and to the staff of the army; all of which 
might be judiciously reduced, without impairing 
the efficiency of the army. Á i 

He did not believe it to be necessary to make 
very ample preparations for war in lime of peace, 
so far as the army was eoncerned: The best way of 
preparing for the contingency of war, in his opinion, 
was to make selections for suitable points for the 
erection of fortified posts, and to provide a sufficiency 
of the munitions of war. Taen there were other 
methods by which preparations for war could be 
judiciously made. He would reduce expenditures; 
would cut down unnecestary offices; and, ‘Se ; 
all, would encourage honest labor and agricult 
employments. The laborious part of. the. popula- 
tion of the country constituted our surest defence in 
time of war; as well as the most valuable contrib- 
utors to national wealth in time of peace. Mr. ©, 
then adverted to the amount of military force: ne- 
cessary for the protection of the country on the At- 
lantic and Western borders, and for the preserva- 
tion of the fortifications and military posts, with 
the munitions cf war in them; showing the exten- 
sive line of seacoast on the Gulf and the Atlantic, 
and the long line of indian border. The conclu- 
sion ke came to was, that it ‘would require 
a force of from four to five thousand for 
the protection of the public property alone 5 
and then, after referring ta the number of Indians 
that had been located on the borders of Missouri 
and Arkansas, he went on to show that, from the 
obligations of the Government, both as re- 
garded the frontiers, and the preservation of 
peace among the Indian tribes, which the Govera- 
ment was bound by treaty stipulations to do, the 
army could not with safety be reduced below its 
present number. Asa further argument against 
the reduction, Mr. C. referred to the inland trade 
whig mas growing up between the United States 
and & porlion.of Mexico. This trade was become 
ing more and more valuable every day, and must 
be abandoned, unless the military posts On the bore 
ders, which have been established for its protection, 
are keptup. All things considered, be could not 
come to any other conclusion than that it would be 
unwise and impolitic to make any reduction in our 
present military establishment. He had himself 
no object in view in opposing the reduction. He 
had no ends to accomplish, beyond enabling the 
Government to fulfil its obligations to onr own eit- 
izens and to the Indian tribes. He knew not, and 
cared not, how it might affect another great meas- 
ure to be brought up this session; nor how it might 
affect this or that Adrninisiration, or this or that 
party; all be cared for were its effects on the intere 
ests of ihe country. ` 

Mr. FILLMORE rose to appeal to the commit- 
tee, to know 1 gestion could not be taken on 
the pending amendments. It was evident those elo- 
quent sveeches were not listened lo by the House-—— 
not even by all the foriy members who had remain- 
ed in the Efouse—(Cries of 45—46)—well consid: 
ered, and able, and worthy of the House and of 
ihe country, as they were. As the time was how 
limited, he hoped the committee would consent to 
take the vote at once. 

Mr. GIDDINGS had some observations to make, 
and he thought he could make them while the ab- 
sent members were being called in. He then pro- 
ceeded with bis remarks, and, after observing that 
a pending proposition was to reduce the army to 1's 
standard in 1821, he said ihat the country m 1821 
was not prepared to reduce the army to 80 low a 
basis as it was now. Then, the frontiers were 
nerilied by the proximity of Indian tribes; but 
since that period, great progress had been made in 
their civilization; they have turned their attention 

yom savage pursuits to agriculture and the arts of 
eace, and were DOW the frontiers best protection. 

He proceeded then tc show that the fortifications 
on the seaboard were useless, and the expense fan 


; i 2s {o keep upa warlike ‘spirit. 

Was an army required for the war in Florida, into 
- whose cause'and history he entered at much length. 
| He next took issue. with’ the gentleman from Mas- 


n hás a question with Great Britain ona 
joint of honor, atising out ofthe Creole case. In 
_ the first: place; he Jaid down the pssition. that 
i with. that’, case the free States of the Feder- 
al Union bad nothing whatever to do; and then 
je entered largely into that case, and viewed 
i as he'said, as‘ajorist. He made some allusion 
“tó himself; in connexion with the aclion of the 
House 1owerds him in reference to that case. Af- 
ter proceeding some time; s 
‘Mr. J. G. FLOYD called him to order for irrele- 


‘os Phe CHAIRMAN was understood to be of 
opinion. that, the.gentleman from Ohio was in 
or ` r 
h t ANDREWS.. Mr. Chairman, do I under- 
stand you to say that he has been in order for the 
last quarter of an hour? 

‘Mr, STANLY said the gentleman cculd not ex- 
tend his objection to. what had been said for the 
last quarter of an hour. 

‘The CHAIRMAN was understood to reply to 
the gentleman from Kentucky, that be did not 
deem the gentleman from Obio out. of order. 

: Mr. ANDREWS appealed from that decision. 
| Mr. GAMBLE asked to be excused from vo- 
ting on the appeal; and he briefly- stated his rea- 
Sons.’ He saidhe was of opinion that the gentle- 
man from Ohio had been in order a'l- the time; for 

‘he had come here determined to deliver a speech 
oa the subject of abolition—he bad come here fully 
charged with the subject; and they could not stop 
him. He therefore a:ked to be excused from vo- 
ling. ` 

Somë procsedings were had on the appeal; but, 
before any decision was arrived at, 

Mr, ANDREWS, rather than break up the 
committee; withdrew the appeal. 

Mr. GIDDINGS resumed bis argument, to show 
that with the Creole case this Government had 
nothing to do. He continued for some time, until 
at lengik- a) 

` Mr. ANDREWS again rose, and called the gen- 
tleman to order. 

The CHAIRMAN said he thought the gentle- 
man was proceeding in order. 

Mr. ANDREWS, (with a peeuliarity of manner 
which convulsed the House with laughter,) Ob, you 
do, do you? ' 

Mr. GIDDINGS again resumed his constitu. 
tional argument, to show the power of this Govern- 
ment over the Creole case, = 
_ Mr, BLACK called him to order. And that ob- 
jection disposed of — 

Mr, GIDDINGS resumed his argument; and, 
after some further obzervations, he said he wou! 
give his argument fully, when he wrote out bis 
speech for publication. ` $ 

The committee then rose, and reported prog- 
ress, 

Tie SPEAKER submitted a communication from 
the Secretary of War, in answer toa resolution of 
the Efouse asking for information in relation to the 
frauds alleged to have been committed upon the 
Cherokee tribe of Indians. ; 

Mr. COOPER of Pennsylvania, after a few re- 
marks, moved that the communication be referred 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON suggested that the report 
be laid over until to morrow. 

After some remarks from Messrs. COOPER and 
CAVE JOHNSON, the motion was adopted ; and 

The House adjourned. 

IN SENATE, 
Sarurpay, Jane 4, 1842. 

Mr. PORTER presented a memorial from 27 
citizens of Kent and Barry counties, in the State 
of Michigan, praying the establishment of a mail- 
route from Grand Rapids to Middleville, by way 

_ of Lake Alone; which was referred to the Com- 

Mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

t: TALLMADGE presented a memorial fro a 


t 


d in manning them was Useless exiravagance, 
| Nor” 


usetis, [Mr.Cusnine,| who had said-that this _ 


“certain journeymen shoemakers in the city of- New 


York, in which they state: “Your bumble petition- 
ers believe that the want of a stiff tariff is the pri- 
maty cause of nearly all our present pecuniary 


- embarrassments: money is scarce, wages low, and 


but little to be had at that. The remedy is at 
hand: it lies in your power. Ours is no local 
interest.” Referred. to the Comrailtee on Manu- 
factures. And ; 

~ On motion of Mr. SMITH, a petitien on the files 
of the Senate from Citizens of Iowa, praying that 


| -the settlers on the Dubuque claim be allowed the 


right of pre-emption, was crdered to be taken 
therefrom, and referred to. the Committee on the 


Public Lands. 


Mr. LINN submitied the following resolutions, 
which lie on the table for the present, viz: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
collect from authentic sources all the information attainable in 
time to bè communicated to the Senate during the second week 
of the next session of Congress, showing— . 

lst. The progress in the cultivation and manufacture of hemp 
in the several States and Territories of the United Siates, and in 


. foreign countries or colonies. 


2d. The quantities of ihe raw material, as prepared for manu: 
fatture, and the quantity, value, and description of the manu- 
factures thereof, in the several States and Territories of the Uni- 
ted States, and in foreign countries, produced within the year 
1840. 

3d. The quantity and value of hemp, and the manufactures 
thereof, with their description, imported into, and ex ported from, 
the United States within the last two years ; the countries from 
which imported, and to which exported. ~ 

4th, The quantity, description, and value of hemp, and menu- 
factures thereof, annually required or used in the navy of the 
United States; and what proportion of each kind is of foreign or 
domestic produce or manufacture; and whether any compari- 
son has been instituted to test the quality or strength of the do- 
mesuc and foreign article, with the result thereof. 

Resolved, That the Secretary be requested to communicate, 
atthe saine time, such general information as he may be able to 
collect in relation to the soil and climate most congenial to the 
growth of hemp, and the comparative strength between the 
dew and water-rotted, the most approved method of preparing 
it from a crude state to that suitable for different descripuons of 
manufacture; and such other information relating to the cul- 
ture, preparation, and manufacture of this article; and such 
Views as. he may deem useful to present, for the encourage 
ment and incidental protection of this important and growing 
interest. 


Mr. CONRAD, from the Committee on Pablic 
Land-, reported a bili to authorize the adjustment 
of the claim of the municipality No. lot the city 
of New Orleans, to certain lands within said muni- 
cipality, and now in the occupation of the United 
States; which way read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. EVANS, fror the Committee on Finance, 
reported a bill for the relief of William Robinscn, 
Samuel H.'Garrow, and J. W. Simonton; which 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. BAYARD, from the Committee on the Dise 
trict of Columbia, repcried baek the following bills 
from the House of Representatives, viz: 

An act to incorporate the German Benevolent 
Society of the city of Washington; without amend- 
ment ` 

An sct to establish a police for the protection of 
pubic snd privale property in the eity of Wash- 
ington, and for other purposes; without amead- 
ment. ` 

An act to provids for erecting and lighting lamps 
in Washington; with an amendment. 

An act to incorporate a society in the District of 
Coinmbia by the name of the National Institution 
for the Promotion of Seience; with an amendmest. 

An act to amend the jaw relating to the Penitea- 
tiary ia the District of Columbia; without amend- 
ment. 

An act in relation to marriages in the District of 
Columbia; without amendment. 

Aa act to extend the jurisdiction of thecorpora- 
tion of Gecrgetown; with an amendment. 

Mr. HENDERSON, from the Commitiee on 
Private Land Claims, to which had been referred 
House bl te ecrfirm the heirs and legal rep- 
resentatives of John Brown, deceased, in their title 
to a tract of land, reported ihe same back without 
amendment; and reported beck, with an amend- 
ment, House bill entitled “An act for the relief of 
Jobn Pratt or his legal representative.” 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affaire, reported a bill for the relief of the le- 
gal representatives of Henry Eckford, deceased; 
which was read, and ordered to a second res ling. 

Mr. PRESTON, from the Committee Gn the Li- 
brary, tg.which had been referred the billto pro- 


- vide for publishing an account of the discoveries 


mace by the Exploring Expedition, under the com. 
mand of Lieut. Wilkes of the United States navy, 
reported the same back without amendment. ; 

Mr. WALKER hoped the Senate. would indulge 
him by taking up and disposing of the bill, which 
was. laid ‘aside on the suggestion of the Senator 
from Alabama [Mr. Kina] a day or two ago. It 
was. a. bill entitled “An act to amend an act to 
Carty into. effect the compact with the States of 
Alabama and Mississippi, relative to the five per 
cent. fund and the school reservations.” 

Mr. BUCHANAN hoped the bill would be: per- 


| mitted to lay on the table, and that the Senate 


would at once proceed to the consideration of the 
apportioument bill. 
Mr. KING desired that the bill should be taken 
up. It could not cause debate. 
Mr. BUCHANAN said he must, under the cir- 
cumstances, object, and leave the Senate to decide, 
The question was taken on ‘the motion of Mr. 
Warxer, and agreed to. oe 
And the Senate took up, as in committee of the 
whole, the above bill. ‘ 
Mr. BUCHANAN said he did not like to take 
up the time of the Senate, but he considered this a 
very important bill. “He understood that it gave 
to the State of Mississippi the privilege not only of 


. Selecting lands subject to private entry, but lo go 


over the whole State to make its selections. 

Messrs. KIN * and WALKER explained, and 
adveested the bill. The latter Senator contended 
that ifthe Dill was not passed in the present form, 
it would be equivalent to depriving the State of 
Mississippi of her rights under the Choctaw treaty, 
by which she was deprived of lands as valuable as 
any in the Union. : > 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he would call npon the 
chairman who repcried the bill to explain, if it 
were not for the fact of his anxiety to see the ap- 
portionment bili dispesed of to-day. The principle 
of the bill giving the right to seleet any lands, was 
a novel thing in legislation, and he believed it 
should not pass. He would not oppose its en- 
grossment now, but would examine the bill by 
Monday next. 

Mr. KUNG trusted the Senator from Pennsylva« 
hia. would examine it, ashe had no doubt his im- 
pressions would. be corrected, 

There being no proposition to amend the bill; it 
was reported to the Senate, and ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

Cn mption by Mr. BUCHANAN, the Senate 
proceeded to consider, as in committee of the whole, 
THE APPORTIONMENT BILL. 

‘The question pending, when the Senate adjourned 
onyestérday, was the motion of Mr. WRIGHT (O 
amend jhe following sestion of the bill: 

Sno, 24 And be tt further enacted, That in every case when 
a State igentitled to more than onc Representative, the number 
to whichgeach State shail be entitled under this apportionment 
shall beglected by cistricis, composed of contiguous territory, 
equal in‘number to the number of Representatives to which 
ssid State may be entivled-no one district electing more than 
one Representative. & 

Mr. Whisnr had moved to strike from the above 
section tne words ‘no one district electing more 
than one Representative,” and to insert the words 
“as far as that can be done in conformity with the 
established eleciion systems ‘of the States; but no 
State shall, by virtae of the provisions of this sec- 
tion, consider itself called upon to-divide counties, 
or other election districts, for the purpose of furs 
nishing single districts.” 

Mr. BiOREN EAD observed, that he would de- 
site the attention of the Senate for a few moments 
this morning; for, he trusted, that a very short 
lime would suffice to enable him to submit his 
opinions on tbe subject under consideration, His 
object was confined to that of submitting his views 
with regard to tw) or three of the main difficulties 
which it is conceived grow out of the questions of 
consutntionality and expediency, 

In treating of those supposed difficulties, he did 
not feel that it was at all necessary to go back into 
a misate kistory of the causes which Jed to the 
adoption of the form of government which now 
exists In this country, He wouid therefore come 
directly, and at onez, to the particular provision 
in the biil now before the Senate, which is the suls 
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Pi i Continued from No. 36. 
jeet. of-debate, and, only so far as the power.on 
which it rests is concerned, advert to the history of 
the. Constitution. 

When the convention met in 1787, for the pur- 
pose of framing a Constitution to be adopted by 
the several States then forming the Confederation, 
great difficulties arose as to the details of forma- 
tion;.and, in. order to lessen .those difficulties, it 
became necessary 10 appoint a committee of de- 
fails. Before this committee all questions at 
issue were debated and adjusted, and then laid be- 
fore the Convention. The first questions were 
brought forward in the form of resolutions, and 
were discussed for some time, till all their bearings 
were ascertained. In the month of August, the 
Committee on Details was appointed to consider 
and report a p'an for the Constitution. On the 6th 
of-August, 1787, a report was made, accompanied 
by. the plan of Constitution approved by the Com- 
mittee on Details. In the first section of the sixth 
article of this plan, there was a provision, that the 
time, manner, and place cf holding elections, 
should be prescribed by the Legislatures of the 
States, respectively; but that the regulations of the 
States. might at any time be altered by the Con- 
gress of the United States. Here was a direct 
reservation to the States that they should prescribe 
the time, manner, and place of holding elections; 
and, until that was done, Congress could not inter- 
fere; but, being done, it could interfere and alter the 
time, manner, and place appointed by the State 
Legislatures. This plan was discussed at great 
length. He would call the attention of the Senate 
to what was said by Mr. Madison, ard others, on 
that occasion; with a view of showing how fully 
all the bearings of the question now at issue were 
then. considered. Mr. M. read passages at con- 
siderable length from the debate to which he al- 
lauded. 

Here, then, the very question of power now un- 
der discussion came up—whetber the States should 
reserve it wholly, or the Congress of the United 
States should have power to control the subject by 
alteration. He quoted still more at large from the 
debates in Convention, to show the opinions enter- 
tained by the most prominent of the delegates, and 
the motives which influenced the choice of the 
clause as it now appears in the Consti'uwiion. He 
considered it perfectly conclusive, from this evi- 
dence, that the members of the Convention intended 
that the power should be exercised as now pro- 
posed, whenever Congress: should decide upon the 
expediency. It was given, in the first place, to 
counteract aty movements of the Legislatures of 
the States to carry out any specific object incon- 
sistent with the general interests of the Confedera- 
tion. -One of tae great objects was, that the Fed- 
eral Government should possess the power of pro- 
ducing uniformity throughout the Union, and pre- 
vent the destruction of the General Government— 
a power necessary for self-preservation. 

Particular regulations were to be left to the 
Legislatures of the Siates; but general regulations 
were to be given to the Federal Government. 
Suppose an amendment to this bil] should prevail, 
ihat ejections should be carried on throughout the 
United States by the general-tcket system: could 
it be denied that Congress had tbe power to order 
its adoption, under the provision of the Constitu- 
tion which gives the con‘rol of the general regula- 
tion to the Federal Government? If the power 
over the one proposition is undoubted, so iz it with 
regard to ihe other. ; 

{n 1789, the first Coagress met under tre Con- 
stitution. {tis well known that it met wader eir- 
cumstances of embarrassment; some of the Siatcs 
having hesitated about ratifying the Constitution. 
He referred to various propositions made at that 
time to limit Congress in the exercise of its power 
over the time, manner, aud place of holding elec- 
tions, except m Cases where the States should re- 
fuse or be disabled from exercising the power— 
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propositions which bear the strorgest evidence that 
the power was conceded to the Federal Govern- 
ment; and that, so undoubted was the power of 
Congress, that it was thought by some necessary to 
curtail it. ‘Fhe amendment was rejected by a ma- 
jority of some five or six votes. Such is the con- 
temporaneous exposition of. this clause. 


The Senator from New Hampshire puts bis op- 
position on the ground that Congress cannot inter- 
fere, except for proper and sufficient reasons. Now, 
he contended that the provision of the Constitu- 
tion was explicit and unconditional. It is, there- 
fore, a power to be exercised at the discretion of 
Congress. If the States exercise properly the 
power which they are suffered to exercise, 
Congress may not see fit to interfere; but if Con- 
gress conceives the power is improperly exercised 
by the States, it has undoubted discretionary power 
to make or alter the regulations of the States. 
Who was to be the judge of the discretion of Con- 
gress? Who could be, but Congress itself? When 
it is once admitted that the power exists, 
there is noappeal. The only question, then, which 
could arise, was the question of discretion; but if 
Congress decided,that it was expedient to exercise 
the power surely; the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire would not contend that it would be con- 
sistent with the terms cf confederation that 
New Hampshire should set at naught a law of 
Congress deliberately considered and adopted, and 
decided to be within the powers of the Federal Gov- 
ernment. 


Great objeciion had been made to this clause, 
thalit is mandatory—that it commands the obedi- 
ence of the State Governments. It has in contem- 
plation no such purpose. It claims no right to 
issue a mandate—issues no order—demands no 
obedience. But, it is said, if this law is passed, and 
Congress has no power to carry out its own law, 
the law must be a nullity; which refutes the asser- 
tion of the power. His first answer to this was, that 
Congress performs its defined duties in making a 
law to carry out an express power; and the matter 
then is taken out of the hands of Congress by the 
Constitution, and its execution is confided to the 
Legislatures of the States. They are accountable 
to their States for the non-fulfilment of their 
doties. Why would the States disregard this law? 
Why should any State be offended, and prefer ta- 
king the power from the Federal Government? 
Does not Congress, in effect, say to the Sta'es— 
We forbear to exercise our power in full, because 
we prefer, out of courtesy, to exercise the power 
only in part. We declare the district system shall 
prevail, and be uniform all over the United States; 
but we leave to the Siate Legislatures the carrying 
out of the law in detail? 

Is there any thing disrespectful in this? Is it 
less disrespectful than to assert the whole power, 
and exercise it, without any courtesy to the States? 
Upon what principle of policy, of affection, or of 
propriety, could a State set up the standard of op- 
position to the exercise of an express power con- 
ferred on the Federal Government? 

The case of Tennessee was referred to the other 
day. Tha! Siate, at present, is without representa- 
tives in this chamber; and is it not as imperative 
on the State to send Senators as to send Repre- 
sentative? Buritis left to the State itseif t0 de- 
cide on this matter, although itisas maeh withia 
the province of the Federal Government to require 
that State to send Senators as to send Representa- 
tives. Suppose the State of New Hampshire 
shouid decline te eatry out thislaw, and refuse to 
send Represeniatives to Congress. What ther? 
Was not that asebject of full as much interest to 
New Elampsbire as to the Federal Government? 
The Federal Government did not claim to have 
the power to compel New Hampshire to seni 
Representatives. Whenever it came to such a 
crisis as that, if there should be a gencral move- 


ment of the kind, it would be an evidence that the 


ment that this duty should be performed, 
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power of cohesion no ‘longer existed: thére wowa 
be an end to‘all mutual duties and obligation ee 

With regard to the enumerated powers of ; 
gress, it was a plain case that these “powers might. 
be either dormant or active ; they might be subject’ 
tolaws te assert and carry them out, or they might 
lie in abeyance till asserted by laws of Congress.’ 
If in abeyance, the States might use them ull they 
were superseded by a law of Congress'assérting 
their exercise on the part of the Federal Govern 
ment. The States had the reserved right to their 
use till demanded by the General Government. He 
next alluded to the arguments on the otherside, 
made by the Senator from Alabama yesterday—that’ . 
jt was all visionary to expect the representation of 
minorities. Fhis was a monstrous doctrikez no 
such state of things could exist, fe) SEES Bs eae 

Mr. BAGBY explained that he had said minoris 
ties cou'd not, and’ would not, in great political 
questions, be represented. He asked the Senator 
from Kentucky if the party lines in his State were: 
drawn? < p e 

Mr. MOREHEAD said he believed they were 
pretty much as in other States. iss Oe & 

Mr.. BAGBY asked the Senator if, in a great poe 
litical question—-not with regard to private rights, 
but public rights—a question between the majority 
and the minority—he would feel bound to conform: 
his votes in this chamber to the will of the majority 
or of the minority of his State? » 

Mr. MOREHEAD observed, that he would an- 
swer the Senator’s question without hesitation. In 
any great political question between the majority 
and minority of his State, he would religiously còn- 
form to the will of the majority. In great public 
questions, be should be thus governed; but in pris 
vate rights, he would be uniafluenced by party mos 
tives, and he would as faithfully represent the mis 
nority as the majerity. ae 

Mr. BUCHANAN observed, that if he thought 
any remarks he had to make would prolong the: 
discussion sa as to prevent the bill being advanced: 
on its passage to-day, “fre‘-would. not say a word. 


He would ask the Senator from Georgia whether ~~ 


the discussion was to be carried any further. ~ 

Mr. BERRIEN could not say; he would not in~ 
terfere with the course the Senator should think 
proper to pursue. ; a 

Mr. BUCHANAN then proceeded, and spoke 
for about an hour. At present, we can only give 
an outline of the grounds he took. 

Mr. B. made and enforced the following pointss 

1. That this provision, requiring the State Le- 
gislatures to divide the several States into single 
Congressional districts, ought not to have been em~ 
braced in the present bill. It was the imperative 
duty of Congress, under the Constitution, to ap» 
portion Representatives among the several States, 
according to their respective numbers. It was no- 
cestary to the very preservation of the Govern 
If it had 
been the intention of the framers of the bill (which 
it certainly was not) to have defeated this purpose 
altogether, they could not have devised any better 
means to accomplish their purpose. Suppose tweens 
ty Sendtors must vote against the bill, because they 
deem the provision unconstitutional: if five more 
should vote against it, because they deem the-ratio 
too small, or too great, Or for any other reason,- 
this apportionment bill is thus defeated; and we 
shall have no apportment of Represeniatives 
among the States. The subject of districting 
the States onght, therefore, to have been kept dis- 
tinet from the apportionment of Representatives. : 

9, Adenitting that Congress possesses the power 
cyer the whole sabject, cam we exercise it, by 
issuing a mandamus [0 the State Legislatures, 
directing thera what legislation they shall adopt? 
or musi not Congress pass the law, and execute it 
by its own authority? The governing principle 
of the, framers of the Constitution—the very key 
which unlocks its meaning—is. that the enume- 
rated powers conferred upon Congress are to be 


executed by Federal, and not by State authority. 
The systém of requisitions upon States existed un- 


der the old Confederation; but the States neglected - 


or refused to obey those requisitions. It was for 
the: purpose: of enabling the Federal Government 
to act by:its:own authority directly upon.the people, 
and not upon the State sovereigaties, that the Fede- 
ral Convention was called together. -You now pro- 
pose to direct the Legislatures of sovereign States 

they. shall act, just as you did under the old 
Confederation. ‘These Legislatures must exercise 
their own discretion; and if they solemnly believe 
your law to be unconstitutional, they cannot vote 


a right to do; but do not command the States to do 
itfor you. | i 

The third point made by Mr. Bucmanan was, 
that, although Congress possesses the constitutional 
power to district the States for the eleciion of Rep- 
resentatives, if it will carry out the whole. process 
by its own authority, yet, under existing circum- 


stances, it would be a great abuse to exercise this - 


power. _ 

All the dangerous collisions which have ever 
existed between the State and Federal authorities, 
have arisen from the exercise of doubtful and dan: 
Zerous powers by Congress. This is an attempt to 
interfere with what immediately concerns the dear- 
est domestic institution of the States—their dis- 
eretion as to the mode in which they will elect 
their own Representatives to Congress. So jealous 
were our fathers in this particular, that seven of 
the State conventions which ratified the Constitu- 
tion solemnly protested against the exercise of this 

ower, Unless to perpetuate the Government itself. 

oés any such necessity exist now for interposing? 
Have the States neglected to perform*their appro- 
priate duties? Has any complaint come up to us 
from the people on this subject? Not one. We 
now propose to legislate, not for any existing evil, 
but for evils which may hereafter exist, but, for 
the present, are confined to the imagination of 
Senators. Mankind are too much governed. This 
dangerous power ought never to be exercised with- 
out necessity. Why, then, interfere? 

Mr. B. proceeded to defend Mr. Wricnr 
against the attacks which bad been made upon him 
by Whig Senators. He said, if you pass this bill, 
the Legislatures of the different States may con- 
sider it, as he did, unconstitutional. How can 
they try the constitutionality of the bill, in a con- 
stitutional manner, but by providing a different 
mode of electing Representatives from what this bill 
prescribes, The Representatives thus elected will 
present themselves to the House, and demand ad- 
mission. That House is the only tribunal on earth 
which can decide the question. If several States 
should pursue this course—and some of them must 
pursue that course, for it is now too late to change 
their laws—it would involve the country in great 
confusion, and subject it to imminent danger. The 
Senator from New York, then, made no threat; but 
he merely said, under such circumstances, the 
Fiouse of Representatives would long pause before 
they would reject Representatives thus elected by 

sovereign States. 

The large States have never complained that a 
few of the small ones elect by general ticket. Ina 
political view, they counterbalance each other. 
The general-ticket system is gradually growing into 
disrepute in public opinion. It will wear out of 
itself, if you would leave the subject alone. But 
your very legislation may arouse this slumbering 
lion. If you carry this provision by a strict party 
vote, it will probably, ere long, be repealed by a 
party vote, Congress may then go still farther. 

. Whe. people of Pennsylvania may think that they 
# Ought not to exereise less. political power in the 


House of Representatives than New Jersey; and l 
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they may insist upon the general-ticket system to 
correct this: inequality. If left to themselves, they 
will remain content with the existing system. 
He concluded by solemnly appealing to the Sen- 
ate not to exercise this doubtful and dangerous 
ower, when no necessity existed for its exercise. 


Mr. TALLMADGE conceived that if there ever l 


was a question agitated,in this or the other House, | 
free from doubt, this was that question. If there 
had been a doubt on his mind, the debate on the 
subject would have dispelled it. To him, it was 
now perfectly plain that the law was both constitu- 
tional and expedient. He did not design to re- 
capitulate the arguments adduced in support of the 
constitutional question; but he would submit his 
views in relation to one or two points, The Con- 
stitution allows the States to make regulations in 
relation to the times, manner, and place of hold- 
ing elections, and Congress.may alter the regula- 
tions of the States. 

If he understood the Senator from Pennsylva- 
nia, he denies this right of Congress. 

Mr. BUCHANAN interposed to say that he had 
made no such denial. 

Mr. TALLMADGE. Well, then, he under- 
stood. the Senator now to concede theright of Con- 
gress to alter the time appointed by the States for 
holding elections ; to alter the place of holding 
elections ; or to alter the manner of holding elec- 
tions. This being conceded, he did not conceive 
how it could be contended that Gongress had the 
discretion to exercise the power in part or wholly. 

He held that, whatever lime, manner, or place 
Congress may think fit-to appoint for holding elec- 
tions, the States are bound to conform~—it is their 
duty... A Legislature which refuses to do this, 
violates not alone its duty to the United States, 
but its duty to its own State. But he was in favor 
of exercising this power, at present,as far only as 
to single districts, but no farther; because he thought 
it would be most satisfactory to a majority of the 
States not to have double districts. He held that 
it was altogether expedient for Congress to pass 
this law now; and if it was passed, he would un- 
dertake to say that the people of his State would 
obey it. He denied that there was any disposition 
in that State to question the power of Congress in 
this matter. New York hesitated long about com- 
ing into this Union; bat it was not on-any ques- 
tion of this power; it was wholly on the ground of 
having to give up her immense imposts. He 
would not say that he did not know that New 
York would or would not obey this law; for he did 
know that she would not hesitate—she never 
would be so recreant to her duty as not to perform 
it, knowing that it is enjoined by the Constitu- 
tion. 

Mr. WALKER said he would occupy the Ben- 
ate but a very short time, to answer one cf the ob- 
servations of the Senator from New York. The 
argument of the honorable Senator was, that 


Congress had the power of fixing the place 


for the election of members to Congress. Let this 
be granted. Congress may undoubtedly do so; but 
when Congress does so, they must do it specifical- 
ly, and not issue their mandate to the State Legis- 
lature to fix that place. No, sir; the law must be 
complete within itself, and it will then execute it- 
self, and wiilrequire no intervening power. Let 
us put an analogous case; and I call the attention 
of the Senator from New York to it. Will the 
Senator from New York say that, provided Con- 
gress pass an act declaring that the elections shall 
be held at such place as the Legislature shall es- 
tablish—will the Senator say that the State Legis- 
lature would be bound by it? This is precisely 
analogous to the present case. Admitting the 
power of Congress to exist to pass such a law, yet, 
by leaving that law imperfect, and to be completed 
by the action of the State Legislatare, it amounts 
to little better than if they pessed no law at all. It 
is, in truth and in fact, a mere nullity. And no 
districts being made, no elections can take place by 
districts. We do not command the State Legisla- 
tures, for we have no power to command them. 
Now, suppose Congress had passed a law declaring 
that the time of holding the elections should be on 
such day in the month of October as the State 
Legislature might determine. There being no day 


fixed until the intervention of the State Legisla- 
ture, provided that State Legislature omit or refuse 
to comply with the mandate of Congress, the law 
is imperfect and cannot execute itself, You cannot 
compel the State Legislature to obey your mandate; 
and, asyour law cannot be executed by halves, 


| a power which is vested in Congress cannot be 


executed in part by the State Legislature. When 


. the power is a concurrent power, as in this case, it 


may be executed by either the States or. by Con- 
gress; and when Congress makes an enactment 
upon the subject, and perfects that enactment, her 
authority supersedes the authority of the State: Le- 
gislature. But itis not supreme, unless executed. 
If not carried out, itis-a nullity.. And when the 
State proceeds to carry out such a law, you have, 
in effect, two laws. It would be the most extraor- 
dinary anomaly in legislations Mr. WALKER in- 
stanced the case of a bankrupt law passed by Con- 
gress, but requiring an enactment of the State’ Le- 
gislature to perfect it, and carry it into operation. 
Such alaw would be a ridiculous burlesque upen 
legislation; for, although both the State Legislature 
and the Congress of the United States have coneur- 
rent power in the matter, yet the exercise of a part 
of the power by one, leaving the balance to be ex- 
ecuted by the other, was, most assuredly, never 
contemplated by the framers of the Constitution. 

Sir, (continued Mr. Watker,) after much reflec- 
tion upon this subject, I do not entertain a shadow 
of doubt as to the inutility of such an enactment. - 
I think it is one of the clearest constitutional ques» 
tions that was ever brought to the consideration of 
this body. 

Mr. EVANS, in reply to the arguments of the 
Senator from Mississippi, that Congress never had 
passed a law prescribing certain bounds of time or 
place of holding elections, but requiring the States 
to fix the precise time or place within the. pre- 
seribed bounds, referred the Senator to the law of 
1792, prescribing the time for electing electors for 
President to thirty-four days preceding the first 
Wednesday in December. He also made other 
references, and asked, did not this meet the Sena- 
tor’s objections, that Congress could not appoint 
the range of time in which elections should be held, 
leaving it to the Legislatures to pass-a law fixing 
the day? So it was in regard to place, on the sub- 
ject of which he made other references, 

Mr. WALKER contended that the Senator's 
references were not to the point at issue. The 
question would be as to the power of Congress to” 
fix a range of time or place for the election of Rep- 
resentatives, and require the State Legislatures to 
pass a law defining both specifically. ; 

Mr. EVANS conceived the case was in point. 
The Senator denied that there ever was an attempt 
made by Congress to pass a law of the kind, and 
he had met the denial by proof that there was. He 
would not have risen, had not the Senator’s denial 
been so peremptory. 

Mr. WHITE moved an adjournment. 

Oa the motion to adjourn, the yeas and nays 
were ordered, and resulted—yeas 20, nays 21. 

Mr. WHITE believed that the law would pass 

with the clause now in it; and if i: did, if there was 
any faith to be placed in the omens brought for- 
ward in this debate, that New York and Pennsyl- 
vania would either pass acts in contravention of it, 
or refuse to send Representatives to Congress, 
_, Mr. BUCHANAN interposed, to explain that, 
if the Senator thought so from any thing he bad 
said, he was mistaken. So far from saying any such 
thing with regard to Pennsylvania, he had express- 
ly said that he believed that State would not refuse 
compliance with the law. 

Mr. WHITE contended that, no matter what 
might be the belief of the Senator, it was to be 
inferred that Pennsylvania would not sanction 
the exercise of the power; and it was equally plain 
that the Senator from New York (Mr. Warcnt] 
anticipated that his State would dissent. Mr. W. 
was proceeding at great length to argue the question 
of constitutionality, when 
_ Mr. PRESTON rose and interposed to say that 
it was obvious the Senator from Delaware, and 
others, as well as the chairman of the Judiciary 
Committee in charge of the bill, could not have 
time to speak this evening; he would, therefore, 
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with. the leave of the Senator from Indiana, 
Ware] renew the motion to adjourn. 
The Senate then adjourned. 


[Mr. 


HOUSE. OF REPRESENTATIVES. © 
__ Sarunpay, June 4, 1842. 

, Mr. DODGE of Wisconsin presented the petition 
of Rober: Johnston, of Green Bay, asking of Con- 
gress a pension for å wound- received in the service 
of the United States. 

; Mr. A. C. DODGE of Iowa presented a memo- 
rial of the county commissioners of Des Moines 
county, Iowa, praying for a grant of five sections 
of unoccupied public lands, to defray the expense 
of erecting county buildings in said county. à 

Mr. DAWSON rose and spoke as follows: 

It is with great reluctance that I claim your at- 
tention for a few minutes. I pray the indulgence 
of the House until I can give my reasons for 
making this request, in the briefest possible man- 
ner. The bill No. 76, on your list of private bills, 
is one of vital importance to the citizens of Louisi- 
ana.. More than one hundred claimants are inter- 
ested in its passages and, among them, many of my 
constituents. .Many of these claims have been be- 
fore Congress for years. They have passed the 
Senate three times; and, by the peculiar ‘and arbi- 
trary rule of this House, which enables any one 
member, by a mere objection, to destroy, virtually, 
the most just and equitable claim, and by other causes, 
they have thus far failed to be consummated. 
Many of these claims have been favorably reported 
upon by various committees in this House. The 
bill is now from the Senate, and meets the undi- 
vided approbation of the intelligent Committee on 
Private Land Claims of this session. They have 
been approved by the board of commissioners of 
the land office in Louisiana, and have undergone 
the scrutiny, and received the sanction, of the Gen- 
eral Land Office. No suspicion cf fraud rests upon 
a single claim which is now included in the bill. 
Why, then, should these claimants be forever sus- 
pended, like Mahomet’s coffin, between heaven 
and earth, and no ray of hope in perspective? 

Sir, in answer to the gentleman, [Mr. FiıLLMORE,] 
I reply, that I never ask a favor of the House; and 
Iam now unwilling to ask them to grant me an 
uncommon and peculiar one on this occasion, with- 
out giving full and ample justification for so doing. 
Althongh I fear to trespass upon the. valuable time 
of the House, I desire to offer a few remarks upon 
the character of the claimants who now solicit 
justice at your hands. They are composed, mostly, 
of the Creoles of the lané, who, like myself, were 
partly raised under the Spanish Government. They 
are a noble, brave, ingenuous, and confiding peo- 
ple. Itis a part of their education to consider the 
possession and cultivation of land the very best of 
ail titles; and in Spanish history there is no in- 
stance of an actual settler ever having been dis- 
possessed of his land. Uatil recently, since the intro- 
duction of so many banks into our State, there was 
but litle scrutiny made into our land titles. Many 
of these claimants were born on their lands, and 
never for a moment doubied that there existed any 
defect of title. Aroused from their delusion, they 
now confidently ask a hearing of their demands. 


But, sir, i 


under the intolerable and oppressive 
rule of this House, the breath of a single individual 
has annihilated the just claims of one hundred cit- 
izens of my State. This bill is now virtually car- 
ried to the tomb of the Capulets; it is snugly laid 
up in lavender, and will stay there “until the cows 
come home,” unless this Honse will take some 
special action upen the subject. I am confident, if 
this bill were now upon its merits, that the gentle- 
man from Tennessee would be its only opponent. 
In making this remark, I am actuated by no un- 
friendly feeling towards nim; it is not offered in a 
spirit of disrespect: on the contrary, I know that 
geneman to be a high-minded, honorable man; 
and be, no doubt, feels impelled to make bis objec- 
tions to the bill from a sense of duty. He is not 
the first patriot or statesman who has been led into 
error from an over-anxious and mistaken zeal. 
All Lask is a patient and impartial hearing; and if 
T bave misrepresented the justice and character of 
the claims, you will have it in your power to reject 
them. The St. Helena district has peculiar claims 


upon this House; but I will embrace some other 
occasion to speak in their defence. I move now, 
Mr. Speaker, to take bill No. 76 from the Commit- 
tee of the Whole, and to make it the special order 
of the day for this day week. — ; 

After a few words from Messrs. CAVE JOHN- 
SON, FESSENDEN, and MOORE, l i 

Mr. RANDOLPH called for the ayes and noes 
on the motion; which, being taken, resulted as fol- 
lows-——~ayes 112, noes 56; © 

Mr. J. C. CLARK reported iwo bills from the 
Committee on Commerce, in relation to the erec- 
tion of light-houses. They were read twice, and 
committed to the Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. J. COOPER called for the orders of the 
day, being the unfinished business of yesterday. 
Before the adjournment yesterday, an Executive 
communication was read to the House in relation 
to frauds on several Indian tribes, which Mr. 
Cooper moved to refer to the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs; but, in consequence of the want of a 
quorum, no action could be had thereon, and it 
now came up as unfinished business. The com- 
munication was in ‘the following terms: 


War DEPARTMENT, June 1, 1842, 

_ Sin: I received, the day after its passage, a copy of a resolu- 
tion of the House of Representatives of the 18th ultimo, in the 
following words: 

“Resolved, That the Secretary of War be required to com- 
municate to this House the several reports lately made to the 
department by Lieutenant Colonel Hitchcock, relative to the 
affairs of the Cherokee Indians, together with all information 
communicated by him, concerning the frauds which he was 
charged to investigate; ‘also, all the facts in the possession of the 
department, from any source, relating to the subject.” 

‘fhe want of time, until recently, to examine some of the 
reporta referred to, has prevented an earlier answer to the reso- 

ution. 

The reports relating to the Cherokees contain informatim 
and suggestions in reference tothe matters which it was sup- 
posed would become the subject of a negotiation between this 
departmentand the delegates of the Cherokee nation, who have 
been appointed to settle their claims, and all. other matters of 
difference with the Government of the United States, and who 


have now arrived inthis city. The nature and subject of the 
report, and the opinion of the President and of this department, 
render its publication, at this time, inconsistent with the public 
interest. 

‘The other report referred to in the resolution, relating to al- 
leged frauds of Indian agents, contains such information as 
Lieut. Colonel Hitchcock was enabled to obtain by ex parte in- 
quiries of various persons, whose statements were necessarily 
without the sanction of an oath, and which the persons impli- 
cated have had no opportunity to contradict or explain.. To 
promulgate these statements at this time, would be grossly un- 
just to these persons, and would be calculated to defeat, rather 
than promote, the objects of the inquiry. Sufficient opportunity 
has not been given to the department to purste the investiga- 
tion, or to call upon the parties affected for explanations, or to 
determine on the measures proper to be adopted. 

Jt is hoped that these reagons wil) be gatisfactory for not 
transmitting to the House at thijs time the feporis referred to in 
its resolution. h 

I have the honor to be, gir, your bedient servant, 
ge C, SPENCER. 


Hon. Jons Waite, 
Speaker of the House of Repregentatives. 

Mr, CUSHING said the\ony knowledge he had 
of this communication being! presented was from 
the newspapers, from which ft appeared that the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania bad made some re- 
marks, in the course of which he took exception to 
the refusal of the Secretary to communicate the 
papers called for. As those remarks had not been 
reported, he would be glad if the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania would repeat the grounds on which 
he based bis complaint. 

Mr. COOPER. said, when he made the motion 
yesterday, to rever the communication of the Secre- 
tary of War to the Commitiee on Indian Affairs, 
he stated that it was the first time in the history of 
the Government that the bead of a department had 
refused to communicate to this House, upon its call, 
such informaiion as the resolution of the House 
indicated, and as was in the possession of the 
department, He stated that the information 
which was in the possession of the department, 
from the showing of the Secretary himself, in the 
communication which he had submitted to the 
House, was such as was required by the House to 
enable itto act understandingly in the investga- 
ticn which it had been ordered to pursue. It would 
be scen, by azeerernes to the communication itself, 

that a report had been meade to ine Secretary of 
War by Lieutenant Colonel Hitebcock, an officer 
who was appointed to investigale the subject; and 
the Scerctary stated that he had furnished informa- 
tion on the subject of the alleged frauds; but the 
Secretary refused to communicate that information 
to the House, on the ground that a negotiation was 


. ters in difference; and, under the mask of that ne- 


pending between the United States and the Chero» 
kee nation in relation to certain claims and mats 


facts entirely disconnected with that negoti 
namely: facts in relation to frauds committed 
the Cheroktes by agents of the Government ap=” 
pointed by that department, and to whosé conduct” 
reference was made by the late Secretary Bell, at © 
the. beginning of the called session. Now, this - 


. House had determined, in relation to these sub- 


jects, that they were fit and appropriate matters to 
be known to it; and it had charged the Committee 
on Indian Affairs with the investigation into the 
frauds committed on the Cherokees, and ail the 
Northwestern tribes; and if the House failed to 
vindicate its power, the precedent now set up would 
be dangerous to the institutions of thecountry. He 
said last night, substantially, that if the House 
failed to vindicate its rights, virtually a change had 
taken place in the structure of the Government it- 
self; for, by the refasal to furnish such informa- 
tion, the Executive assumed a power not given by 
the Constitution, and, at the same time, a right was 
wrested from the House, which the Constitution had 
given to it, It was,in short, a refusal to give such 
information as would enable the House to act un- 
derstandingly on matters submitted to it; or that it 
was proper the House should know. These were, 
substantially, the remarks he made yesterday. 
And was itnot so? If this House failed to com- 
pel a compliance with its request, (which was, in 
itself, a legitimate one,) it was a denial to itof the 
power which was necessary in the discharge of its 
duties. If they were not to be put in possession 
of information, except as the Secretary chooses to 
give it to them, they were certainly powerless, and 
became a mere instrument in the hands of the 
President—:uch an instrument as the old French 
Parliament became in the hands of their moaarch, ` 
whose edicts they had simply to register. ` They 
had no further power. 3 if 
There was an inquiry respecting frauds commit- 
ted by agents of the United States ; and, to prevent 
the repetition of these frauds in future, it was ne- 
cessary this House should ‘possess the information 
which had been called for; otherwise they would 
be actirg--in -the dark. It was necessary, at least 
at the outset, to resist -establishment of such a _ 


precedent as this; and if it were not resisted, the ~~~ 


House would be derelict of its duties, and would . 
abandon the powers most material of all which it 
possessed. 

He had stated that there was nothing in the reae 
sons which had been given and urged by the Secre- 
tary of War to justify the refusal to communicate 
the information which the Hlouce required. The 
Secretary set out by stating that there was a nego- 
tiation pending. ‘bere might, in this, be somè 
color of a reason for withholding this information ; 
but he (Mr. Cooper) denied his right to do so. He 
insisted upon the right of Congress to call for this in- 
formation, but, at the same time, he admitted there 
might be some color of justification on this ground; 
but the Secretary goes further, and refuses to furnish 
other information which had been called for by 
the House, and which was the main object of the 
call—he alluded to the information in relation to 
frauds committed by agents of the Government In 
the removal of Indians from the ceded territory: to 
their home in-the West. It was alleged that gross 
frauds had been committed by the agents of the 
Government; that the Indians had been robbed by 
them of the money which they had obtained by the 
sale of their lands; and that they had been actoally 
starved to death on the ground, on their way to 
what was intended to be their new home in the 
West, by the avarice and cruelty of their conduc: 
tors. Humanity and justice alike demanded that 
Congress should be put in possession of all the 
facts in such a case. This body bad been called 
emphatically “the grand inquest of the nation;" 
and inthe very terms was implied the power to 
jequire into all the abuses, in whatever: quarter 
they might be perpetrated, by the agents of the 

ernment. . , 
Gore Suerelaty supposed that injustice might be 
done to the persons implicated, because the exam- 
ination, as far as it had gone, was ex parte. The 


aera: : movimenta? 
JA Sena 


Secreiary, it “seemed. to him, (Mr. Coorgn,) as- 


sumed what he had no-right to.assume—that this 
House would act unjustly towards the persons im- 
plicated. . He presumed, if the ‘information was 
furnished to the House, it would. take a proper 
course of action in regard to. it; that it would sub- 
mitit to a committee; and that it would act with as 
much 'tenderness.ags the Secretary of War would 
do. -Tt was- an imputation on the character of this 
body, which the Secretary was not justified in 
making. ` : aoe : 

He would not detain the House longer, at pres- 
ent, with any further remarks on this subject; he 
had:only-risen for the purpose of stating, for the 
benefit of the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
Cusuina,] what he said yesterday, except to say 
that the, House would fail to vindicate its own 
rights, if it did not compel the production of the 
report. which it had called for. The papers desired 
were not the private property of the Secretary of 
‘War; the reportis contained matter which it was 
necessary the House should understand, and in 
relation to which it had already taken jurisdiction, 
_and submitted it to one of its committees. He knew 
not what parliamentary course it would be proper 
for the House to pursue; but he had no doubt 
the House would take such action on the subject 
as would secure its own rights, as well as the rights 
of its constituents—the people of the United States. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to amend the 
motion now pending—the motion of reference. to 
the Committee on Indian. Affairs—by the addition 
of the words “with instructions to inquire and re- 
port to. this House whether any, and what, further 
steps: should be taken to enforce the order of the 
House;-and that the said committee have power to 
send fer persons and papers.” 

Mr. CUSHING said the House would perceive, 
from the remarks of the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania, (Mr. Coorer,] as well as from the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Cave 
Jonnson,] that this was an important question, go- 
ing.to the very feundation of the Government; 
namely, whether there was any limit to the exec- 
utive. and legislative functions, and what they 
were; The gentleman from Pennsylvania began 
by saying that this was the first time in the history 
of our Government when the head of a depart- 
ment had refused to communicate papers on the 
application of the House; but the gentleman must 
have then forgotten that which he afterwards al- 
luded to—that these papers relate to a neg *tiation 
now pending; and that it was the daily practice to 
refuse papers appertaining toa pending negotia- 
tion. Instead, then, of being a novelty, it was in 
pursuance of the ordinary course; and, therefore, 
the remarks made on this first branch of the sub- 
ject must be considered as limited and qualified to 
pate that do not relate to the pending negotia- 
ions... 

Mr. COOPER of Pennsylvania asked what the 
nature ofthe negotiations were, if they did not re- 
Jate'to-a.claim for money in connexion with those 
contracts? 7 i ; 

Mr. CUSHING replied, that it. mattered ‘not of 
what nature the negotiations were—whether in re- 
lation to` a boundary or an unsatisfied claim; the 
uniform established usage of the Government, and 
the daily practice of the Executive, was to refuse 
communications in relation to pending negotiations. 

Leaving out of view, then, that part of the case, 
they came to the great and important question 
which the gentleman from Pennsylvania said was 
a vital one—in relation to the powers of this House— 
and which he (Mr. C.) desired as much as any 
gentleman to see settled. The question was, had 
this House an absolute power to demand from the 

- Executive, or head of any department, the produc- 
tion of any papers whatever ; or, when the House 
called for papers, had the Executive power to 
refuse, according to reasons of state known only 
to bimself? The gentleman from Pennsylvania 
said it was the first case known in the history of 
our Government ; but the contrary was the fact. 
‘There was an important case in point, in which the 
question arose, under General Washington’s ad- 
ministration, whether this House had a right to de- 
mand papers at-its discretion, or whether the Ex- 
eontive possessed a discretion to grant or refuse 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


them. He read an extract from the 4th volume of 


Jefferson’s Memoirs, containing the case to which 
he had alluded, which, he said, established the 
fact that the Cabinet of General Washington came 
to the conclusion that the Executive possessed a dis- 
cretion to.communieate or not; aad that he had the 
right, in determining, to look into considerations of 
state. - 

_ He asked the gentleman from Pennsylvania to 
show him any authority by which this House had 
the right to the papers on the files in the Executive 
departments. The gentleman tells us that this 
House is the grand inquestof the nation. Be itso; 
but then itcame within the rules of laws and parlia- 
mentary usage applicable to cases of impeach- 
ment. What were the functions ofa grand jury? 
Were they to extort evidence from any person ? 
Mast not a grand jury be guided by the rules of 
law? Must it not proceed in a legal form? And 
as to papers, had a grand jury authority to extort 
papers from any one? A grand jury must indict 
according to rules of law, and not by extorted pri- 
vate papers ; and, therefore, the idea with which 
the gentleman started was not justified by the anal- 
ogy. ‘ 

But he would dismiss analogy, and come to the 
precise facts. Did, then, this House possess the 
power to compel the production of papers which 
the President possessed? or had not the President 
an equal right to compel this House to communi- 
cate papersto him? Their powers were correla- 
tive; and the. House did not possess power to 
compel the President to communicate anything 
which he possessed; and instead of its being a 
question of right, either on the part of the House 
or of the President, to call for the production of 


papers, it was but a question of comity and cour- - 


tesy. The President voluntarily did that which 
he thought his duty required him to do; and 
if the House asked him to do that which his 
duty did not require, he had the right to exercise his 
discretion. He should like to-know how this House 
was to compel the Executive to do that which 
the Constitution did not justify and warrant. He 
knew of no process by which the President could 
be compelled to communicate papers which he 
deemed his daty required him to withhold. There 
were limits within which their ancestors had 
placed both the House and the President; and 
while he would keep the President sedulously 
within the limits of his power, by every means 
which human ingenuity could devise, yet, if they 
would maintain the Government which their an- 
cestors had established, it was just as important 
that this House should restrict its powers within 
its prescribed limits. There might be encroach- 
ments as well by Congress against the President, 
as by the President against Congress; and it was the 
duty of every man who loved his country, and who 
wished tv guard and preserve its Constitution, to 
withstand all tendency to encroachment as well 
on the part of this House as on the part of the 
President. The failure of all republies might be 
traced to their seizure of power, which led them 
into anarchy. 

Were, then, the reasons given by the Secretary 
of War satisfactory? In the first place, the papers 
appertained to a pending negotiation, and a refu» 
sal, in such cases, was the daily practice. In rela- 
tion to the second class of papers, he recurred 
again to the analogy put by the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania; and he inquired, who did not know 
that the ex parte evidence taken before the grand 
inquest was not meant for publication? for the 
grand jurors were sworn to secrecy; and there were 
sufficient reasons, inasmuch as the evidence was 
ex parle. In this case, the Secretary alleged that 
the evidence was ex parte; thai it was given by 
persons who were not under oath; and that it 
might implicate persons who had not had an op- 
portunity for explanation. And were not these 
sufficient reasons? Or were the ex parte papers on 
the files of the Executive to be thrown open to the 
public press? If ihe House had the right to call 
for taese papers, it had the right to call for all pa- 
pers—for papers regarding applications to office, 
and removals from office; and there would be no 
limit. They might sweep clear the departments, 
whatever might be the nature of the papers, and 


throw them out, to be the subject of partisan discus- 
sion and misrepresentation, thereby inflicting in- 
calculable injury on individuals, and on the busi- 
ness of this Honse. In this case, instead of bla- 
ming the Secretary of War, he lauded and honored 
him for his firmness, in bringing the question be- 
fore this House, and submitting bis views respect- 
ing the production of ew parte, unsworn papers, af- 
fecting the rights of individuals. 

. But again: the House had its own means of ob- 
taining ‘evidence; it had its own authority to get 
the facts; it might appoint a committee, and inter- 
rogate individuals, and investigate these frauds in 
its own mode. 

He then alluded to a refusal of the House, at the 
extra session, to entertain a motion of the gentle- 
man from Indiana, [Mr. Paorrit,]} calling for this 
same “information; and to the shortness of time 
which the Executive had tad for the consideration 
of this case, and.the short time which remained to- 
the House of the present session; and he closed 
with a reiteration of his approbation of the firm- 
ness and the independence of the Secretary of War, 
and of his regard for private rights. 

Mr. FILLMORE inquired if the morning hour 
had not expired. 

The SPEAKER replied that this subject was not 
confined to the morning bour, ; 

Mr. ADAMS said this was certainly an impor- 
tant question of constitutional right in relation to 
the respective limits of the power of the executive 
and legislative branches of Government; and it 
had been very unexpectedly brought to the consid- 
eration of the House. 

It was not, however, entirely new, either to him 
or to the House; but he now rose to express his 
dissent, with great reluctance, from the whole of 
the argument of his colleague [Mr. Cusa] in 
this case. It was his firm conviction that it was 
the right, and in the power of the House, to call on 
the heads of depariments for every paper that 
passes through their hands, or that comes into their 
possession. Perhaps there might be a large portion 
of the House that would be as much startled at that 
position on his part, as any one could have beenat 
the position of his colleague. But he was bound to 
take it; and as he believed it to be one of very great 
importance io the future history of this country, he 
would state ihe grounds on which he made the dec- 
laration. It was founded on that portion of the 
Constitution of the United States which gives to 
this House the power of impeachment. Why, 
what mockery it would be for the Constitution of 
the United States to say that that House should 
have the power of impeachment, extending even to 
the President of the United States himself, and yet 
to say that the House had not the power to obtain 
the evidence and preofs on which their impeach- 
ment was based. It appeared to him equivalent 
toa self-evident principle, that the power of ime 
peachment gives to the House necessarily the 
power to call for persons and papers. 

He then passed to an examination of the extract 
from Jefferson’s Memoirs quoted by his colleague, 
and recapitulated the decision of President Washing- 
ton’s Cabinet on the four points stated, namely: 
First, that the House was an inquest, and, therefore, 
might inquire; secondly, that it might call for 
papers generally; thirdly, that the Execative ought 
to communicate such papers as the public good 
would permit, and refuse those that would be inju- 
rious to the public interest. They here determined 
that the Eixeeutive had a discretion to send or to re- 
fase 10 sind. That was the opinion of the Execu- 
tive officers under the administration of President 
Washington; but was it the opinion of this House? 
Was it the opinion of the other braneh of Con- 
gress? He entertained as much respect for the exe 
ecutive administration of President Washington, 
as any member ofthat House; but here that admine 
istration had undertaken to ascertain what were 
the powers of this House, as the grand inquest of 
the nation, without consuliation with either this or 
the other House; aad thus it had decided that the 
President had a discretionary power. Well, the 
fourth decision was, that neither the House, nor a 
committee of the House, had the right to call upon 
the head of a department—who, and his papers, were 
under the President alone; but that the President 
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should be addressed-alone. However, that ques- 
tion did not come before the House now. Per- 
haps there was more propriely in the House call- 
ing upon the President; but this was not made the 
ground of justification of the Secretary by his col- 
league. : 

On:the note of Jefferson, on Hamilton's dissent 
from the other members of the Cabinet, as to the 
power of the House to call on the heads of de- 
patiments, and on- the insinuation that it was 
feared the House might inquire how far they had 
been dabbling in stocks, he next made some pass- 
ing observations. ‘ 

After some remarks from Mr. Cusine, in 
elation to the opinions held by the Cabinet of Mr. 
Jefferson, and from Mr. A., concerning the discre- 
tion to be confided to the Executive, in deciding 
upon requests for documents made to him by the 
' House of Representatives, he proceeded to quote 
other precedents.. In March, 1796, a treaty, con- 
cluded more than a year previous, with England, by 
Mr. Jay, was referred to the House, in order that 
laws might be enacted, and such appropriations 
made as were necessary to carry its provisions into 
execution.’ Opinions upon the expediency, and, 
perhaps, on the constitutionality of the treaty, were 
so much divided, that it was, for a long time, 
doubtful whether the House would take any action 
for the purpose of carrying it into effect. There 
was an animated, acrimonious debate, in which a 
persevering opposition was made. A large party 
in Congress was.opposed to the administration of 
General Washington, and prominently so to this 
treaty. They were well organized, and fully united 
in the determination to oppose it, although the na- 
tional faith had been previously pledged to carry 
out its provisions. In the progress of the debate, 
a resolution passed the House, (24th March, 1796,) 
calling on the President to lay before the House the 
instructions given to our minister previous to the 
negotiation of the treaty. The President refused 
to communicate the papers, and sent in a loag 
message, giving the reasons for that decision. If 
any gentleman doubted as to the vote he should 
give upon this question, he begged him to read the 
message of Washington. What were the reasons 
assigned by General Washington for this refu- 
sal? He expressed a disposition to comply with 
all the requests of the House, which he. could 
consistently with his duty; but he declared that it 
was necessary to the success of negotiations de- 
pending with a foreign Government that they should 
be kept secret; that a full disclosure would be im- 
politic, and mar the object; and that such a course 
would have a pernicious infivence upon future 
negotiations. Here, the House would observe, the 
main poiat in his objection to furnishing the doca- 
ments was, tbat they related to negotiations with 
foreign powers, to the success of which all knew 
that seerecy was essential. The necessity of pre- 
serving secrecy was the reason for investing the 
President and the Senate with the treaty-making 
power. To admit the right of the House, there- 
fore, to demand papers connected with a negotia- 
tion, would be to establish a dangerous precedent. 
The whole idea was, taat it would be dangerous to 
allow the House to call for papers connec‘ed with 
a foreign negoiiation, A treaty with the Indians 
was, however, a different thing. He knew of no 
advantage for keeping any thing connected with 
them secret, usless our object was to cheat them; 
and that we could do without secrecy, as experience 
proved. ts 

It was an important question at the organization 
of the Government, whether our negotiations with 
the Indians should be called treaties, or not. An 
elaborate debate occurred in the Senate; and it 
was finally determined that they should be catled 
treaties; but he contended it was a misnomer. All 
treaties made by us with the Indians were laws, to 
which the Indians were compelled to submit. The 
treaty was only a way of defrauding the Indians, 
which we practised s: often. a 

Bot Washington, in the message to which be re- 
ferred, went further, and said that there was but 
one occasion when it would be proper that the 
House should receive the papers in_the hands of 
the Executive; and that was, in case it was for the 
purpose of impeachment. In saying this, he con- 


“tended that the President admitted every thing, 


The House had the power to impeach; and, ac-. 
cording tothe doctrine of this message, whenever 
they declared it was their purpose to impeach, the 
President must surrender the papers in his posses- 
sion. What was the answer of the House to the 
message of the President—containing, no doubt, his 
opinion and the opinion of his Cabinet? It was. 
referred to the Committee of the Whole, and they 
rejected the resolution; the purport which was, that 
whilst the House of Representatives disclaimed all 
intention of interfering with the power of the Presi- 
cent and the Senate to make treaties, they yet 
claimed the power of using their own discretion 
in relation to the grant of any appropriation for 
carrying out the provisions of any treaty that. 
might be made. These resolutions were adopted 
by a vote of 57 to 35, and remained, as it were, the 
law until. the present day—never having been 
denied by any President, not even by Washington. 
He referred to the letters, &c. in the case of Mr. 
Poindexter’s report, and said that, taken in connex- 
ion with this refusal. of the Secretary of War to 
transmit papers ealled for by the House, he could 
only see in it a too manifest desire on the part of 
the present Executive to carry on the Government 
as he pleased, and to resist the right of this House 
to eall for information connected with ite adminis- 
tration. He regretted to perceive such a strong 
degree of sympathy existing on the part of his col- 
league with the efforts of the President. But, for 
one, he was prepared to vindicate the rights of that 
House, of which he had the honor to be a mem- 
ber. 
Mr. FILLMORE understood that this was 


merely a motion to refer the communication from 
the Secretary of War to the proper committee, and 
therefore hoped that the course suggested would be 
adopted without delay. When the Committeé on 
Indian Affairs had made their report, the House 
would be better prepared to discuss the grave ques- 
tions involved. He moved the previous question; 
but withdrew the motion at the request of 

Mr. McKAY, who desired to submit a few re- 
marks. He (Mr. McK.) agreed with the gentle- 
man from Massachusetis [Mr. Apams] in most of 
what he had said upon the constitutional part of 
this subject. He did not, however, think that the 
view of the question which had been taken by that 
gentleman fairly arose upon the report of the Sec- 
retary of War; but, on the contrary, that injustice 
had been done thatofficer. He did not understand 
the Secretary as refusing. to obey the wishes of the 
House, in declining fo send in the papers asked for. 
The Secretary made no.issue whatever, in relation 
to the power of the House. What did he say? 
Why, that the testimony taken was ex parie, incom- 
plete, and not even having the sanction of an oath; 
that its publication might prove injurious to per- 
sons interested. Was there not good sense in this? 
He made no issue in relation to the power of the 
House, but merely came before it with a letter 
stating, in respectful language, his reasons for 
withholding the testimony called for—not forever, 
not absolutely, but at this particular time. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD inquired whether, if,aswas j 
asserted, the testimony was ex parte, this was not 
a reason why the committee should be allowed to 
make a report, and state the fact? 

Mr. McK.AY said he kad no objection to this 
course. He had merely made his remarks to show 
that there was no necessily for any action on the 
part of the House. He then called for the reading 
of the letter of the Secretary of War, and, after it 
had been read, he said these gentlemen might find 
the reasons of the Secretary of War plainly stated. 
The appointment of a commission to investigate 
the frauds alleged to have been committed against 
the Cherokee Indians, was a proceeding which ori- 
ginated with the Secretary of War, and not with 
the House of Representa'ives. It was commenced 
by the department, and was incomplete. The 
Seeretary, therefore, merely asked that he might 
have time to complete the documents. 

Ashe stated when he rose, he concurred with 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Apams,] 
that the House had aright to eall for papers in 
the hands of the Executive, excepting where they 
telated to appointments to office, which power was | 


vested by -ihe Constitution. in ‘the: President a 
Senate. It was.his.opinion, nevertheless, that all 


“papers should bé exposed tothe ‘inspection of the 


public—placed on file in the departments, where 
the Representatives of the peuple might go aña see 


‘them. | He had, on some occasions, gained: access 


to` particular papers inthe departments, in relation 
to-appointments to office, and bad. seen what slan- 
derous misrepresentations were made in relation to 
honest men, Mr. McK. concluded by moving, 
agreeably to his promise to the gentleman, from 
New York, [Mr. Fittmons,] the. previous ques- 
tion, © ee 

Mi. COOPER of Pennsylvania wished’ to. sub- 
mit a few remarks, but the motion was not: with- 
drawn; and the previous question was ‘sustained 
by a vote of 68 to 57. i : . 

The question of reference to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs was then put and carried. ; 

The question recurred upon the motion to in- 
struct the committee to- inquire what steps should 
be taken in relation to the letter, with power to 
send for persons and papers. ‘The vote. was ayes 
57, noes 72. So the House refused. to give, in- 
structions. ’ ae : 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the House resolve 
itself into Commitiee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. a 

Mr. COWEN hoped that the House would rath- 
er take up the private calendar. 

The question was taken, and Mr. one 
MorRe’s motion was carried in the affirmative. 

THE ARMY BILL. k 

So the House resolved itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. U 
woop of Kentucky in the chair,) and resumed 
consideration of the bill makiag appropriations 
the support of the army and of the military acade: 
for the year 1842. ; TAA 

When the committee rose on yesterday evening, 
the state of the question was as follows: 

Mr. Cave Jounson ‘had moved the following 
modified amendment, to come in at the end of line 
eighth: 

“ Provided, That the recruiting service shall cease until the 
number of non-commissioned officers and privates in the va- 
rious companies of the several artillery and infantry regiments 


shaltbe-reduced, by death, expiration of term of service, and 
such discharges as the i 


time to time direct, 

to the number fixed by the act: entitled ‘Ana o Tettoes-en ` 
fix the military establisiment of the United States,” approved 
March, 182i: And provided further, That no part of this 
appropriation shall be applied, after the 30th.September. next, 
to the payment of the regiment of dragoons established and 
authorized by the act of Bd May, 1836.” À 

Mr. Roosevert (by way of compromisé, and 
with a view, as he explained, of keeping the army 
at its present actual force) had offered’ the follow- 
ing as a substitute for that amendment: 

“Provided, That nopart of this amount shall be-applied to 
the payment of any officers or privates hereafter to be appoint- 
ed or enlisted, beyond the number now actually in the service 
of the United States.” 


And the pending question was ou the motion of 
Mr. Rooseve.r. 

Mr. POPE, who was entitled to the floor, com- 
menced his remarks in favor of the amendment; but 
had spoken but a few moments, when he yielded the 
floor, for the purpose of explanation, 10, and at the 
request of, . 

Mr. CUSHING, who desired to notice some re» 
marks raude yesterday by Mr. Gippines, in relation 
to himself. That gentleman made a ‘speech, a 
great part of which was on the Creole case, which 
he saw this morning reported inthe Intelligencer; 
and, if he understood it correctly, with a view to 
get himself in order, made that case a pretext, in 
which he either misrepresented him, (Mr. C.,) or 
was misrepresented himself by the reporter. The 
gentleman, in one part of his remarks, was report- 
ed to have used the following language: 


“t But protection of all our frontiers had been dwelt upon; 80 
had the question of the Northeastern boundary—the fortifica~ 


tions—even our foreign relations had been brought in—the case 
of the Creole had been alluded to, (on which Mr. G. proposed 
to say something)—the spoliations on out commerce by 
Great Britain—the right of search—the Florida war—and last, 
though not least, the Georgia war. Oa all these topics gentle- 


men had been permitted to speak at great length.” 

Now, he (Mr. C.) would ask the, gentleman on 
which of these topies had gentlemen been permit- 
ted to speak at great. length?. For his part, be de- 
nied that any gentleman had addressed the commit- 
tee at great length on any one of them. Tey had 


only been briefly adverted to, by way of illustra- 
tion. The gentleman was further- reported as 
follows: 

“Mir: G, next proceeded te notice the case of the Creole, 


‘which had been put forth by the gentleman from Massachu- 


Wie 


. question of national honor. 


setis [Mrv Cusning) as one of the grounds ‘for war’ with ‘Eng. 
land onthe: point of honor.. Mr. G.tdok issue: with that “gen- 
Weman, aud denied that it was constitutionally and legitimate- 
Jy any ground of complaint at ail, either for going to war with 
England; or-for keeping up the army.” — 

And the’gentleman next said that— 
© The gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. Cusine} had said 
dhat hie constituents were ready.to put their shoulders to the 
wheel in insisting on reparation for the liberation of the men 
on board the Creole, as a question of national honor.” : 

<: Now he denied that he said any such thing. He 
did not notice the case of the Creole as one of the 
grounds for a war with England, and did not say 
that his constitaents were ready to put their should- 
“ers tothe wheel in insisting on reparation for the 
Hberation of the men on board the Creole, as a 
Allthat he did was 
to enumerate certain points of controversy between 
the two countries, as a reason why the army should 
not be reduced; and the gentleman, in order to lay 
the‘ ground for an abolition speech, totally misrep- 
resented him. He did not discuss any of these 
questions as probable grounds of war. 

Mr. GIDDINGS rose and made a brief reply, 
in which he disclaimed any intention to misrepre- 
sent the gentleman. He intended to be understood 
to s@y- ihat the gentleman from Massachusetts made 
this Creole case as an argument why the army 
should not be reduced; and for that reason he sup- 
posed that he apprehended that that question might 
be the canse for a war with England. 

: “Mr. CUSHING. On the contrary, I expressly 
stated that I did not believe that it would be the 
cause of war. 

Some further explanations between Messrs. GID- 
DINGS and CUSHING took place; when 

Mr. POPE, after these interruptions, continued: 
He felt it to be his duty to give his reasons why he 
should vote for the amendment. A great deal had 
been said about the share of offices obtained by the 
different States. All he had tosay was, that his 
Brate had little to do with these contests. When a 


- . clever young man of his State applied to him to get 


him an office here, he advised him, instead of sac- 
tificing his independence by accepting an appoint- 

, ment in Washington—where he would not dare to 
Speak above his breath for fear of being kicked ‘out 
-to go to the West, get a wife, and rear up a 
family of young Democrats to fight for the country. 
In reference to the question before the House, he 
was in favor of it, and would go for reduction in 
_ whatever shape it might be produced, in any branch 
of the Government. He had seen so much cor- 
ruption, so much plunder, and so many defalca- 
tions, in almost every branch of the public service, 
that he was for applying the pruning-knife when- 
ever he had an opportunity of doing so. Referring 
-back to the bills for the increase of the army, 
. passed a few years ago, he said he was opposed to 
them at that time; not believing that they were ne- 
cessary. He did not believe they were wanted on 
the Northwestern frontier, nor on the borders of 
Missouri and Arkansas; and, having resided -in the 

. latter State for some years, he was well informed 
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of the fact that a military force was not wanted ` 


there. In this portion of his remarks, he spoke of 
the pacific disposition and good conduct of the In- 
dian tribes, and strongly censured the injustice that 
had been, from time to time, practised against them 
by the Government of the United States. All these 
alarms that had been sounded of Indian wars were 
without the slightest foundation. The Choctaws, 
Cherokees, and Creeks, were highly civilized; pos- 
sessed property—some individuals among them be- 
ing, indeed, wealthy; and were making considerable 
progress in the usefularts. They were, therefore, 
deeply interested in maintaining friendly rela- 
tions with the United States, and formed the strong- 
est barrier for the} defence[of the frontiers against 
the wild tribes who were located beyond them. He 
did not believe that we were in any danger of colli- 


-sion with the less civilized tribes of the Northwest. 
They were too well acquainted with the power and 


resources- of the country to venture, on acts of hos- 
Mity against us. There was[no dangerjof ,their 
Sver becoming the aggressors, 


He was not disposed to disband the regiment of 

dragoons on the Western frontier, though he 
thought a different description. of force woald be 
more serviceable and less-expensive. The com- 
parisons that had been made of our military force 
with that kept up by the Governments of Europe, 
were; in his opinion, wholly irrelevant to the ques- 
tion. For what purpose did the Governments of 
the Old World keep up their large armies? Why, 
for foreign aggression; ahd, above all, to keep 
down their starving and discontented population. 
We had no such pretexts for keeping up an army. 
Oar institutions forbade the idea of keeping a mili- 
tary force to overawe our own citizens; and we 
were in no danger of aggression from any of the 
powers of Europe. None of them would ever de- 
clare war against us; and if we should- have war 
with them, the declaration must be made on our 
side; and then we should know when to increase 
our army. He had profoundly reflected on the 
state-of our relations with Great Britain, and was 
confident that there was not the slightest prospect 
-of a war with that power. And here Mr. P. took 
a view of the present political condition of Eng- 
land, and the aspect of her foreign affairs; from 
which he was satisfied that it was neither her in- 
terest. nor her inclination to goto war with this 
country.. In the course of his remarks, Mr. P. 
took occasion to give his views of a navy. It bad 
been generally supposed that a navy was necessary 
for the protection of commerce. But he coald not 
subscribe to that doctrine im toto. It was partly 
so, and partly not. Every nation that had had a 
large navy had-been involved in wars and in debt, 
in consequence of having one; and such must be 
the case with this country. 
_ For his part, if we are to have a navy, he was 
for having wars with it. He wanted a fighting 
navy, instead of an idle one, with officers idling 
away their time at home, and forgetting their pro- 
fessions, while.the ships were rotting on the stocks. 
If we were to become a naval power, he was for 
deriving some benefit from it. He was for making 
the West India islands free ports, open to us and to 
all the world, instead of wasting time in useless ne- 
gotiations. Speaking of the finances, he would 
resuscitate them by repealing the distribution act, as 
well as the bankrupt act; and he would also have 
a national Lank. By establishing a bank, with a 
capital of one hundred and sixty millions of dol- 
lars, under the plan he had heretofore proposed, he 
was confident that the country would te placed in 
the most flourishing condition. He avowed his in- 
tention of getting up his bank project, if possi- 
ble, at this session; and he hoped to get a good 
many Democratic votes for it. It was, in his opin- 
ion, a Democratic bank, and the people would go for 
it. He had strong hopes that the ascendency of the 
Whig party, in the election of General Harrison to 
the Presidency, would have resulted in the adop- 
tion of such measures as would have estab- 
lished the financial condition of the country 
on a firm basis, and given us a sound cur- 
rency; but he had been so much disap- 
pointed, that he doubted whether he should 
ever take part in a Presidential contest again. 
Digressing from the subject of the currency, Mr. 
P. proceeded to reply to the remarks of Mr. GID- 
DINGS, on the subject of abolition. The gentleman 
admitted that Congress had no jurisdiction over 
the subject of slavery. Now, that being the case, 
how did abolition petitions come here, and what 
right had Congress to legislate on it? In illustra- 
tion of the impropriety of such petitions, he refer- 
red to the case of the 15 gallon law in Massachu- 
setis, and asked how a petition to abolish that law 
would be received here. He also told an anec- 
dote of a ship captain, who, on his return from sea, 
had been fined, under the blue laws of Connecticut, 
for kissing bis wife on Sunday; asking the gentle- 
man from Ohio if he would have the time of Con- 
gress taken up in entertaining petitions praying for 
a redress of such grievances as that. 

Mr. GIDDINGS inquired whether the gentleman 
denied the power of the House to repeal the 
act of 1789 under which slavery existed here, and 
the repeal of which would set every slave at liberty 
to-morrow. 

Mr. P. said he did not recollect the act the 


gentleman alluded to; but he knew that Congress 
had no right to pass any act that would deprive the 
people of the District of any rights they possessed 
in the States of Virginia and Maryland before the 
cession. The honorable gentleman took a view of 
the acts of cession by Virginia and Maryland of 
the ten miles square, and the acceptance by Con- 
gress of the territory; and, in a very able and in- 
genious argument, showed that Congress had no 
power whatever to legislate on the subject. He 
advised the gentleman to give up his attacks. on 
this little District of Columbia, and observed that 
it would be worthy of his magnanimity to carry 
on his crasade in favor of abolitionism against the 
sovereign States. Why not commence with old 
Virginia, and demand of Congress to abolish sla- 
very in that State? Mr. P. next took’an intereste 
ing view of. the Creole case, ably refuting. all the 
arguments advanced by Mr. Guppines: on that 
question. Mr. P., in conclusion, recapitulated his 
arguments in favor of the reduction proposed. . 

Mr. LEVY then took the floor, and addressed 
the committee for a brief space against the amend- 
ment; but, before concluding, gave way to 

Mr. WHITE, who moved that the committee 
rise; on which question the vote was—ayes 33, 
noes 50. . 

No quorum voting, the committee, at half-past 
four o’clock, rose, and reported that fact to the 
House; whereupon, 

On motion by Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Mowpary, June 6, 1842. r 

Mr. BATES presented a remonstrance from 
sundry inhabitants of the town of New Bedford, 
Massachusetts, against a reduction of the appro- 
priation, as reported in the House. bill for the 
support of the navy. He stated that the town of 
New Bedford owned more than 200 vessels, ranging 
in size from 300 to 600 tons. Some of those vessels 
were round Cape Horn; some in the eastern Atlan- 
tic; some in the Indian ocean; some in the north of 
Europe ;—indeed, their sails whiten every sea. 
These people therefore feel a deep interest in the 
subject-matter of their memorial. As the bill was 
on the table, on motion, the remonstrance was or- 
dered to lie there also, 

Mr. EVANS presented three memorials from 
the town of Portland, in Maine, similar to the 
above, remonstrating against the action of the 
House of Representatives on the naval appropria- 
tion, so far as it had the effect. of reducing the 
appropriations below the estimates of the depart- 
ment, and thereby crippling that branch of the 
public service: ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. PHELPS presented a memorial emanating 
from a convention of wool-growers, held in Wood- 
stood, Vermont. Mr. P. said there was no diver- 
sity of opinion among this respectable class of men 
on the subject of giving protection to this branch 
of interest. They complain that, in the various 
propositions submitted to Congress, sufficient en- 
couragement to the wool-growing, which was one 
of the most important branches of the domestic 
interests, was not given: referred to the Committee 
on Manufactures, 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial. from 
a number of citizens of Delaware county, Pennsyl- 
vania, asking encouragement for oneof the great- 
est interests in the country, by establishing such a 
tariff of duties as will give protection to domestic 
manufactures in all their ramifications: referred to 
the Committee on Manufactures. 

Mr. CONRAD presented a memorial from im- 
porters and venders of jewelry in the city of New 
Orleans, asking that such aduty may be impesed on 
jewelry, as will protect the domestic manufacture of 
such articles, and at the same time protesting against 
such an increase of the duties as would hold out 
an inducement to smuggling: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Manufactures. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, made an adverse report on the petition 
of Addison Searle, a chaplain in the navy’of the 
United States, praying the allowance of an. addi- 
tional ration for extra services rendered by him; 
and an adverse report on the memorial of the 


widew of John R. Shaw, praying to be,indemni- 
fied. for losses sustained by him, by the capture of 
the frigate Essex; which were ordered to lie .on the 
. table and be printed. : R 
DAILY HOUR OF MEETING. 

On motion of Mr. WOODBURY, the resolution 
submited by hima few days since, proposing to 
fix the daily hour hereafter for the meeting of the 


Senate at 11 o’clock a m., instead of 12, was 


taken up. by a vote of 18 to 17. 


Mr. W. said he did not wish to detain the Sen- 
ate by saying a word in favor of the resolution, 


but merely to have the question on its adoption. 


The question was taken, and the resolution was 


adopted by ayes 21, noes not counted. 


Mr. BENTON asked the Senate to take up the 
bill for the armed occupation and settlement of 


Florida. His object was to have the bill progressed 
with, without interfering with the special order. 


Mr. BUCHANAN suggested whether it would 


not answer the purpose of the Senator from Mis- 
souri (Mr. Benton] equally as well to postpone the 
motion to take up this bill till to-morrow morning, 
by which time he hoped the apportionment bill 
would be disposed of. 

Mr. BENTON’S object was not to interfere with 
that bill, but merely to fillup a gap in the morning 
hour. If the gentleman from: Pennsylvania pre- 
ferred the other motion, he would not oppose it. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he did. He felt it was 
his duty to acquit himself by pressing the passage 
of the apportionment bill. He therefore made the 
motion to take up that bill, and it was agreed to; 
and : 


tee of the whole, s 


THE APPORTIONMENT BILL, ; 

The question pending, when the Senate adjourn: 
edon Saturday, was the motion of Mr. WRIGHT 
to amend the following section of the bill: 

Sec. 2. And be it further enaoted, That, in every case 
when a State is entitled to more than one Representative, the 
number to which each State shall be entitled under this appor- 
tionment shall be elected by districts, composed of contiguous 
territory, equal in number to the number of Representatives to 
which said State may be entitled—no one district electing more 

_ than one Representative. 

Mr. Waicur had moved to strike from the above 
section the words “no one district electing more 
than one Representative,” and to insert the words 
‘as far as that can be done in conformity with the 
established election systems of the States; but no 
State shall, by virtue of the provisions of this sec- 
tion, consider itself called upon to divide counties, 
or other election districts, for the purpose of far- 
nishing single districts.” 

Mr. WHITE had been examining this question 
to find out what it was that had excited so much 
opposition to the proposition of district electicns; 
and he had. been unable to discover any grounds 
for the excitement of zeal in this opposition which 
the Senate had witnessed. It was not the States 


which properly had any thing to do with the perpe- | 
tuity of this Unior: their interests are antagonist to | 


the powers of the Federal Government. They re- 
luctantly surrendered up any portion of their powers, 
As the perpetuity of the Union is, thei, the chief 
concern of the Federal Goverament itself, it fol- 
Jows that it isnecessary, and, indeed, indispensable, 
that she should have in her own hands the means 
of self-preservation. And what was the power now 
about to be exercised, buta power of self-preserva- 
tion? 

He referred to the Constitution in which provi- 
sion has been made for the perpetuity of the repie- 
sentation in the popular branch of the Legislature, 
the House of Representative—by defining the qual- 
ifications of Representatives, and maintaining the 
fundamental principle that Congress shall have 
power to make or aiter the regulations of the States 
in relation to the times, manner, and place of hold- 
ing elections. He commented at great lengih upon 
the construction of the Constitution, that Congress, 
upon any exigency, may alter such regulations as 
the States theraselves may have made; and he con- 
cluded that, if this alteration amounted to the very 
converse of any principle laid down by the States, 
the States are bound to conform to the alteration. 

Although Congress may make use of the ma- 
chinery provided by the States, if they are willing 
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to provide it; yet, if Congress thinks it better to 


provide the machinery itself, the States are un- 


doubtedly bound by the Constitution to sid Con- 
gress in carrying out its regulations, in providing 
for the return of Representatives, indispensable to 
form the most important branch of the General 
Government. He contended that, for all purposes 
of self-preservation, it was contrary to all reason 


The Senate proceeded to consider, as in commit- $ 


and fact to suppose the General Government should 
not-have ample and plenary power to provide Fed- 
eral machinery. ; 

He contended that the term “times, places, and 
manner,” was a pleonasm ; it was all summed up 
in the word “manner.” In prescribing the man- 
ner, the time and place must beincluded. The ar- 
guments brought forward by the gentleman oppo- 
site were, on this occasion, as on all ether occa- 


rebound upon themselves. This he illustrated, by 
quoting postulates of Opposition arguments, which, 
he contended, were as conelusive against their 
principles as against the principles of the afirma- 
tive side of the present question. 

He quoted analogous authority as to the propcsi- 
tion of using a confirmed power, partially or tempo- 
rarily, if Congress thought fit—such as in the case of 
invasion, when the Federal Government might sus- 
pend the writ of habeas corpusin certain cases, but not 
in all cases; but, whether prescribed to a single case 
or to many, obliging the States to conform. There 
were many instances of Federal control without af- 
‘fecting the dignity or rights of the States: among 
those, the militia act of 1792, providing that, in 
one year, the militia should be divided into such 
companies, regiments, and brigades, as the Siate 
Legislatures might regulate. But, suppose the 


sions, such as, when pressed kome to the wall, 


Siates had refused to pass any act to carry out that 
militia law: would not the whole militia system for 
the time have fallen to the ground? What-did the 
militia law of 1792 propose that was not, in prin- 
ciple, the same as the proposition of the clause now 
under consideration? He also referred to the three 
per cent. fund reserved by the new States on com- 
ing into the Union; with regard to which, Congress 
exercised the power of restricting the State to the 
specific appropriation. But no one, he contended, 
ever talked of any indignity to the States in this 
control. 

Reverting to the proposition before the Senate, 
he contended that, if the States declined to carry 
out this law, the course was plain to which Con- 
gress would be driven—and it was, to provide Fed- 
eral machinery for the emergency, and to do that 
which was necessary for the self-preservation of the 
Union. It is its duiy—not that of the States. It is 
not a regulation of individual! rights belonging to 
the States themselves; it isan object the necessity 
of which begins to be apparent, and the time for 
meeting which has now arrived. 

What was the real question at issue in the Sen- 


ate at the present moment? Was it not a question 


wheiher the representation in the popular branch 


of the National Legislature shall be a popular 


representation, or a party representation? On this 
issue he was ready to meet his constituents on the 
vote he should give. 

Hereferred!o, and quoted, passages from the works 
of the elder Adams, to show the principles on which 
it was understood demceratic institutions should be 
formed. Mr. Adams quotes, and comments upon, 
passages from essays on government, from Mr. 
Lott, John Milton, Sir Thomas More, Pia‘o, and 
others; Mr. Adams’s comments upon which proved 
that he was orthodox on the subject of free govern- 
ment. Mr. W. read Mr. As opinion, that the 
only cure for the abuses of the mixed Government 
of England was to be made in the House of Com- 
mons, by confining the representatives to small 
districts, in whieh none could be elected as repre- 
sentatives but persons well known, resident, and 
personally accountabie to their constituents. This 
was the principle which those who now advocated 
the clause in the present bill wished to see carried 
out; it was the only principle which could preserve 
the purity and permanency of this Government. 

Mr. BATES observed that there were circum- 
stances, other than those of the necessity of giving 
a mere vote, which rendered it important to him 
that he should express his sentiments on the sub- 


TI 


| ject under discussion. ‘In doing so, he could not 
-help, in the first’ place, declaring his surprise, not 


only at the. opposition now evinced, but, at. the 
character of that opposition. : ea 

The bill simply proposes to establish a uniform 
rulefor the election of Representatives to the otber 
branch of the National Legislature. It was a prop~ 
osition to make the district system the uniform mode 
of electing Representatives. It was sot a system. 
against which the States could be opposed.” ‘The 
bill proposes to do what Congress can alone best 
do, and which no other body but Congress can do. 
The first objection is the bluff one urged by the 
Senator from Alabama—that Congress has no con~ 
stitutional power to pass the bill, with this clause 
in it. How surprised would the framers of the Con = 
stitution be, to be told that no such power exists ? 
What were they contesting in the Convention, if 
the power was not believed to be in existence! *- 
But the Senator from Alabama was forced to admit, 
by the terms of the Constitution, that Congress 
could, by alteration of State regulations, district 
the States. f a 

Mr. BAGBY interposed to explain, that what he , 
had admitted was, that Congress might make an 
alteration, districting the States, for the purpose of 
holding elections. f 

Mr. BATES continued. He understood the 
Senator from Alabama now, as he did before, ta 
concede the power of Congress to district. the 
States—no matter for what purpose. Now, he 
could not conceive how the right to exercise. this 
power, as proposed in the clause under considera- 
tion, could be contested; for, admitting (as had 
been admitted) that, when the States are allowed 
to make the regulations necessary for elections, 
Congress has express power to alter these regula- 
tions, it seemed to him that the objection had no 
foundation whatever to rest on. 

He read the passage in the Constitution relating 
to the subject under discussion, and commented on 
it at considerable length, particularly with respect 
to the meaning of the word alter, waich, he con- 
tended, met the present proposition, and supported 
it to the very letter. : 

If Congiess has not the power, every Senator 
must agree with him that it ought to have the 
power. ~But-it-is_said the power cannot exist, be~ 
cause this section of the Bi od. irs, 
ing obedience from the States; and that no authority 
is conferred on Congress by the Constitution to 
command the States, or toenforce obedience. Now, 
he denied that there was anything in the clause 
which could be construed into a command. Con- 
gress does not make the command; it only rakes 
the rule. Thecommand, if any exis's, comes from 
the Constitution; and, if the States refuse to com- 
piy with the rule, their disobedience is a disobedi- 
ence to the Constitution—not of any command of 
Congress, which had nothing to do with the matter 
but to fix the rule. He contended that Congress 
being empowered to make the rule, when its law 
fires the rule itis the same thing as if ii was an 
express authority incorporated in the Constitution, 

Another objection was, that Congress could not 
execute the law. He maintained that, if Congress 
thought proper to make an alteration in the pres- 
ent system, it was the duty of the States to con- 
form their legislation to it. Another objection, he 
zaid, had been urged—that Congress could not exes 
cute the second section of the proposed law. ‘He 
would ask how, then, could the first section of ‘the 
bill be executed, which says that the House. of 
Representatives. shall be composed of members 
elected agreeably to a ratio of 70,6802 There was 
no command to the States, no delegation of author- 
ity in that section. It simply creates the necessity 
for action on the part of the States—that is, to con~ 
form their legislation to it, Such was the case 
with reference to the second section, proposing 
that the States shall be districted. There was no 
delegation of authority—no command to the States. 
That section merely established a principle in con- 
formity with the Constitution; and the same obli- 
gation rested upon the States to conform their 
legislation to it, as there did with reference to the 
first section, or any other constitutional provision. 
of law. It would therefore be exeeuted by virtue 
of the same authority by which the first section 


wi exccuied. ` Ii would be executed because 
-the Constitution demanded it, and because the 
““ynembers of the Legislatures were sworn to sups 
port and. He thought, 


r qualified to perform that duty, being in pos- 

” gession of more correct knowledge of the geography 
“And statistics of the States, and the business and 

. peculiar interests of the. people thereof. He. be- 
~ Heved, therefore, the rule had been placed’ on its 


. proper. feoting; that is, that Congress should pre-: 


seribe'it,and leave the Legislatures to execute it. 
If Congress had the power to pass the rule, (of 
which ‘he had no doubt, but which he was willing 
to leave to the legal mind of the country to séttle,) 
he believed that she should exercise that .power; 
át was, proper, wise, and expedient to do so. 
No Senator, he said, had objected to the dis- 
trict system. Its adoption could not advance 
the, interests of either party. The question of 
party was not involved; it was a question mere- 
dy of expediency, for the whole people. The dis- 


trict system gave a fairer and truer representa- ` 


tion to the‘people. But, by the general-ticket:sys- 
tem, persons are imposed on the ‘people, who are 
whacquainted with the peculiar interests of the peo- 
ple whom they are returned to represent. Such 
persens cannot be said truly to represent the peo- 
ple. In reply to the remarks of the Senator from 
Virginia, [Mr. Rives,J—that it was inexpedient to 
exercise this power, because it was granted to the 
Federal Government only as a self-preserving 
power; and ought not to be exercised, unless it was 
absolutely necessary for the preservation of the 
Government—he argued that the particular induce- 
ment for the concession of the power to the Fed- 
eral Government was no limitation of the grant, 
and should not operate to prevent its exercise now. 
The power was made general, because it was in- 
tended that it sould be general, and ils exercise 
subject to the discretion of Congress. He agreed 
with the Senator from Virginia that this power 
ought not to be exercised, unless on a great occa- 
sion or great inducement for it. The inducements 
‘were great Not only was the passage of the sec- 
ond section intended to cure great evils, but to 
effect great good. It would give the people'a more 
constitutional and a fairer representation than the 
general-ticket system. It proposes that the people 
themselves shall be represented. It carries out that 
principle in this particular, in support of the Consti- 
tution. The people in the districts, by this system, 
can select their own candidate—select one whom 
they. know--who is of themselyes—who is re- 
sponsible to them, and dependent on them. The 
Representative would be responsible to the people, 
who could displace him at pleasure. Mr. B. went 
on at some length, pointing out the advantages of 
‘the district over the general-iicket system, main- 
taining that the people never could be fairly repre- 
‘sented without it; that minorities would be totally 
disfranchised, if the general-ticket system should 
universally obtain, which he feared would be the 
ease if the rule of districting the States was not 
adopted. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut said he had seen 
wo cause, though much ingenuity had been dis- 
played by Senators, to change the opinion which 
he had formed, that Congress had not the power to 
act in the manner proposed by the second section 
of this bill. Upon this belief he was prepared to 
act, both here and elsewhere. And if Congress 
should pass the bill into a law, unless he should be 
convinced hereafter that his opinion was erroneous, 
he should treat the enactment as a nullity, because 
he was fully persuaded that Congress had not the 
power to pass such a Jaw. 

What the course of his own State might be 

_ Upon this subject, he was not apprized; but if they 
: acted: by. his advice, or in accordance with his 
S they would act in opposition to the law if it 

i -be passed by Congress. If he believed it 


GRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


to be within the power of Congress, he would be 


‘the. last man to act ‘in opposition to it, or to advise 


-others to do so; but he believed no such thing. On 
the contrary, he believed it to be unconstitutional, 
and he should not, therefore, under any. circum- 
stances, act in favor of it, unless compelled by a 
higher autbority. . k 

The diversity of opinion which prevailed upon 
this subject seemed to arise from not construing 
alike the powers of Congress, as given to.it by the 
Constitution. The militia law had been referred 
to as.a test of the power of Congress in reference 
to this subject. “He denied that an analogy existed 
between the two cases. That law, it was true, re- 
quired the conjoint action of Congress and the 
State Legislatures; but this was of a totally differ- 
ent character. The times, places, and manner of 
holding the elections, sball be prescribed by the 
Legislatures of the several. States. Here was a 
plain and direct behest rendered imperative upon 
the Legislatures of the several States, and coming 
directly from the sovereign peeple—the power 
which created this Government—and requiring no 
mandate or command from Congress. For Con- 
gress to act upon this subject, in the first instance, 
was a usurpation of the rights of the State Legis- 
latures. Though Congress possessed a revisory 
power, it clearly could not exercise a concurrent 
jurisdiction; but when they attempted to exercise 
jurisdiction upon this subject, they must exercise it 


to the full extent. Congress could only exercise. 


the power given to it by the Constitution; and that 
power they were bound to exercise, and were not 
at liberty to transfer it to another. And to say that 
Congress migtt indicate to the States what they 
should do, was a thing not to be found in the Con- 
stitution. The powers of Congress were clearly 
marked out and defined in that instrument; and 
dictating to the States, as proposed to be done by 
this section of the bill, was clearly not one of those 
powers; and the section was therefore unconstite- 
tional and void. 

Mr. KERR wished to express his sentiments on 
this bill, for two reasons: first, because he was a 
member of the Judiciary Committee, which had 
recommended the concurrence of the Senate in the 
clause under discussion; and, next, because he felt 
that the State which he had the honor in part to 
represent was deeply interested in the issue. 

With regard to the subject of districting the 
States, he should, for the present, confine himself 
to the amendmentoffered by the Senator from New 
York, [Mr. Wricxt.] But, in treating of that 
amendment, he should necessarily be obliged to 
advert to the constitutional power of Congress to 
make ‘regulations for districting the States, with a 
view of producing some system of uniformity in 
the mode of electing Representatives for the other 
branch of the National Legislature. 

According to his best information, it was the 
unanimous wish of the great mass of the people of 
the United States that this district system should 
be established. He was, therefore, astonished at 
the opposition which had been manifested. He 


was not disposed to question the motives of- 


any genilemen, and he should not, therefore, 
impute to them improper motives. He should con- 
fine himself to a refutation of their arguments. He 
had heard with pleasure the able, lucid, and power- 
ful speech of the Senator from Connecticut, [Mr. 
Huntineton,] who, with his accustomed astute- 
ness, industry, and ability, had collated such a 
vast mass of documentary evidence in support of 
the views taken by him and his friends, of the 
power granted by the Constitution to Congress in 
relation to this subject. He hoped the able argu- 
ment of the Senator would soon be brought before 
the community, that it might be appreciated as it 
deserved. : 

Mr. K. entered into a cursory review of the 
several objections which had been offered in oppo- 
sition to the clause under consideration, and con- 


tended that the power claimed by Congress was not’ 


a supervisory or controlling power, derogatory to 
the dignity or sovereignty of the several States. He 
had read with attention the Constitution, and the 
commentaries which had been made on that 
portion of the article which confers the right 
upon Congress of making or altering the State rege 


ulations; and he should be glad if he conid, with 
propriety, go as mach at large into the subject as 
he was accustomed. to do‘ in another place, and 
upon other subjects; butso much had been already 
said, and so well said, by those who had preceded 
him, in reference to this very topic, that he felt it 
was unnecessary for him to do more than to con- 
fine himself to a very few remarks upon such points 
ashe concéived merited the particular attention of 
the Senate. He agreed fully with those who sus- 
tained the right of Congress to exercise only part 
of the power, leaving the rest to the States to ex- 
ercise. The very meaning of the word “alter” 
involved a paramount idea of subdivision; it show- 
ed that part of the power might be left with the 
States, and part exercised by the Federal Govern- 
ment. It was not reasonable to talk of Congress 
issuing a mandamus to the States, and enforcing 
its behests. ‘There was po mandamus—nothing of 
the kind. If-a State did not choose to conform to 
the law, it might do as Tennessee now was con- 
tent to do, with regard to representation in this 
body-—it might take its choice to remain without 
Representatives, BER 

Where did gentlemen find any prohibition 
against Congress partially exercising this power? 
He was surprised to find his honorable friend, the 
Senator from Mississippi, (Mr. Watken,] that 
able, astute, and gallant debater on all subjects— 
so much at fault ashe had proved to be on this oc- 
casion. 

He was not in the habit of commenting upon 
the views taken by gentlemen who are strict con- 
structionists; nor did he wish io intermeddle in dis- 
cussions of nallification, or to say one word about 
it; but, he would ask, what was the threat of the 
Svates resisting this law, but a threat of nullifica- 
tion? . It was nullification, and nothing but nulli- 
fication—let gentlemen disguise it as they might. 
Bat it was not possible to revive that doctrine; it 
was dead—dead—dead; and, he hoped, past resus- 
citation. But it seems the lions of the States are 
to be roused; and, when they are roused, instead of 
shaking dew-drops from their manes, they are to 
shake the general-ticket system. He did not fear 
it; for he believed all the States of this Union. 
would receive the law asa boon ; it would put an 
end to the gerrymandering system for party pur- 
poses, 

He next came to the argument of the Senator 
from Mississippi, [Mr. WALKER] that if Congress 
had the power, it must carry it out by its own offi- 
cers and agents; and if it attempted that, it will 
fail, having no power to compel the States to com- 
rly with the law, This was an argument to which 
no other answer could be required than to read the 
Constitution, which says Congress shall have 
power to make and alter such regulations as the 
States might provide. In these words, “to make 
or alter,” the power was unlimited; and if the 
Siates choose to refuse compliance with the law of 
alteration, they violated their duty to the Constitu- 
tion, and would be accountable to their own com- 
munities for not giving them Representatives. 


He ennsidered the whole question at issue nar- 
rowed down to the mere question of expediency. 
He thought the district system the only one conso- 
nant to the true republican principles of this Gov- 
ernment, and of the institutions of the several 
States forming the Confederation. 


; The general-ticket system had always been con- 
sidered revolting to every just idea of republican- 
ism. A direct election in districts involves the 
only democratic principle that ean he devised. A 
caucus representation is nothing but a farce of 
representation; it is no representation atall. The 
general-ticket system is a system of dictation by 
party, at last concentrated in a faction, the objects 
of which are attained by gerrymandering. 

The spread of education was a cogent reasen 
for the uniform adoption of the district system. 
There was not a farmer in his State who could not 
sit upon his fence-rail reading his tiewspaper and 
political book till he became as well acquainted 
with public affairs as members of Congress, The 
time was come when people must prefer the dis- 
trict system, which enables them to select their 
Representatives at home from among those best 


known to them, and most capable of representing 


their interests. ee 
„Now isthe accepted time for erercising this 
sleeping power. “It was a great mistake to suppose 
this was the first time the proposition had been 
brought forward. Inthe year 1816, Mr. Pickens 
brought forward a resolution for districting the 
- whole of the United Sates in single districts, and 
its commitment was passed by a constitutional ma- 
jority of two-thirds in that House; but the resolu- 
tion was lost on the main ques'ion, by not having 
a vote of two-thirds. There was another case in 
the Senate, on which the Senator from Missouri 
(Mr. Benton] voted in the affirmative. It has 
been, from the beginning, the cherished opinion and 
wish of a very large majority of the people of the 
United States. It can be passed by both Houses 
now; and it would be with the general approba- 
tion of the people. i 
Mr. K. here adverted to the subject of the ratio 
fixed in the bill by the Senate, arguing that a 
smaller number would be more consistent with the 
` principle of the district system. He expressed his 
sentiments at large in favor of the House of Rep- 
resentatives consisting of 300 members, instead of 
the number which the ratio of 70,680 allows. He 
answered all objections in detail, which had been 
brought forward when that branch of the subject 
‘was under consideration. He then asked pardon 
of the President pro tem. and of the Senate, for 
having so long occupied their time, if not their at- 
tention. 

Mr. WRIGHT had a few words to say, in con- 
clusion of the debate on his side; which he would 
prefer doing now, if agreeable to the Senate. 

Many Senators expressed a wish to adjourn. 

Mr. BERRIEN hoped there would be no motion 
to adjourn till he had an opportunity of moving a 
reconsideration of the resolution to meet at 11 
o’clock. 

Mr. SEVIER moved an adjournment. 

A division was ealled for; and 20 being in the 
affirmative, the noes gave it up, 

And the Senate adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, Jane 6, 1842. 

The House met this morning, for the first time, 
at 10 o'clock. 

The journali of Saturday having been read— 

Mr. FILLMORE obtained the floor, and observed 
that, asthe army bill had to be taken from the 
committee at 1 o’clock, and as so short a time 
would elapse before that hour, ke hoped ‘he House 
would immediately resolve itself into Gommiitee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. COWEN asked bimio give way, that he 
might notify the House of his intention to submit 
a motion; which request having been acceded to 
by Mr. Fittmore, Mr. C. gave notice to the House 
that he should move to add another to its rules— 
a rule restricting members addressing the House 

` or the Committee of the Whole to one hour. 

Mr. FILLMORE then renewed his motion that 
the House go into committee, which was adopted; 
and the Chair, being vacated by the Speaker, was 
assumed by Mr. Bricas. 

Mr. FILLMORE desired, with the consent of 
the gentleman from Florida, [Mr, Lrvy,] to say a 
few words in explanation of some of the items of 
the bill, avd to move several amendments, in ac- 
cordance with the iustructions of the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 

Objection having been made by many members, 

Mr. LEVY, who held the floor from Saturday, 
concluded his remarks—which will be published in 
the Appendix. 

Mr. FILLMORE then manifested a disposition 
to speak. Lut cbjection was made, on the ground 
that he had spoken once before upon the question. 

Mr, EVERETT said he would be in favor of 
all practicable seduction; but he looked to the 
manner in which this preposition to reduce the 
army had come before the House. It was con- 
trary to the recommendations of the Executive 
and the proper committees, and came before the 
Hone upon the recommendation of the Committee 
on Public Expenditures, who had nothing to do 
with the organization of the army. He felt bound 
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to pay respect to the recommendations of the de- 


partment; and, though faverable to. proper re- 


trenehment, he was opposed to the principle of de- 
struction sought to be introduced. He had no idea 
of dismantling the army-or navy, and thus afford- 
ing ground for charging the Administration here- 
after with not having the power of carrying on the 
Government. He should therefore vote against 
reduction. PE 

Mr. ADAMS said he should be as brief as pos- 
sible in the remarks he intendedAo address to the 
committee, fn his former remarks, he had mani- 
fested his objection to the contintial increase of the 
standing army of the United States. He took the 
ground that our instittions were based upon the 
idea that a standing army was an abhorrence,.and 
dangerous to the Repgblic. He referred to the 
state of things at the closé of the Revolution, when 
every officer was called upon to resign his commis- 
sion, and the military became commingled with 
the citizens of the Republic. He thought with his 
friend from Kentucky (Mr. Pors] that the nation 
needed no army—or, at least, a very small one. It 
could defend itself; and, when war came, a force 
could be raised competent to the emergency. In 
the last war, fifty regiments of troops were raised 
by one act of Congress; but, no sooner had peace 
been established, than an act passed reducing the 
acmy to a peace establishment of 10,000 men. 
That force was the foundation of the present estab- 
lishment. But the people were not satisfied with 
this force. In 1821, the army was redueced still 
further 10 6,000 men. That act, too, actually dis- 
banded General Jackson, by reducing the number 
of major generals to one. Gen Brown, beingsenier, 
was retained ; whilst Gen. Jackson was actua!ly 
legislated out of office, notwitnstanding the eminent 
services he had rendered. The companies were 


then so arranged as to be enlarged atthe first tap 


of the drum, in case of war. This organization 
continued from 1821 to 1832, when it was thought 
expedient to have a mounted regiment, in conse- 
quence of the Black Hawk war. Shortly after- 
wards, the Fiorida war came.on,and the grand 
project of removing all the Indians beyond the Mis- 
sissippi. Accordingly, a large increase of the army. 
was mace, and volunteers employed at great ex- 
pense. In the year 1836, a second regiment of 
dragoons was raised, with the express understand- 
ing that it was to be disbanded after the Fiorida 
war had been ended. The gentleman from North 
Carolina [Mr. McKay] was appointed chairman 
of the Committee on Military Affairs, in order that 
he might, by his influence, carry through the meas. 
ure. That gentleman had told the House. that the 
army was not increased so much as the then Ad- 
ministration wished. In 1838, the Senate passed a 
bill raising it to 15,000 men ; and the country had 
to thank the gentleman from North Carolina that 
it did not become a law. By the exertions of that 
gentleman, the number was reduced to 12,000; and, 
ia the name of the people of the United States, he 
thanked the gentieman for what he had done. 

He explained the course which he had always 
taken on the subject. Always entertaining en 
aversion to standing armies, the journals would 
show that he had uniformly voted against any in- 
crease of our force. The settled princinle of 
the act of 1821 was, to have a dispropertioned 
number of officers, so that the army conid be in- 
creased at any moment, At the commencement of 
the session, there was a much greater prospect of 
war than at present; and, therefore, the Executive 
was, in some measure, justified in the recommen- 
dations made. But the prospect of peace was now 
sirong, and he urged this as arcason why reduc- 
tion shovid be made. He referred to the estimates 
of tre Secretary of the Treasury, sent in at the 
commencement of the cession, in which the amount 
required for the army was put down at mere than 
$11,009,000, and the navy at more than 88,000,000. 
We had beer used to the ery of extravagance 
raised inst existing ad:ninistrations. ‘Phe ery 
had been raised against every President, from 
Washington to the present day. As for hiraself, 
he had never joined in this ery; he bad never ad- 
dressed Whig meetings, telling them of the reforms 
to be introduced by this Administration. If, how- 
ever, he was disposed to talk of extravagance, he. 


might. find ample instances-in these.two items: of 
$20,000,000 for the army:and navy. = What was. - 
the amount expected to be raised from the tariff, zee- 
cording to the “glorious compromise.’ of 18332. 
Sixteen millions of dollars. Here, then; was-a de- 
ficit of $7,000,000. between. these two-su ms alone,- 
Besides, we had authorized a loan-of $12 000,000, 
and Treasury notes to the amount of $5.000,000—_- 
making $17,000,000 which Uncle Sem had to-pay. 
There were two alternatives—pay-the money, or 
repudiate the debt. Either alternative. was disa- 
greeable. i a oan 

He referred to the various efforts made-in the 
House at retrenchment, by cutting down the pages, 
the pens and paper of members, the salaries:of 
clerks, &c. The Committees of Retrenchiment 
had done their duty ; but he thought, when we 
wished to be economical, we should look to thear- 
my and navy. If the amendment offered to this 
bill prevailed, it would save more than all there- 
ductions of salaries that could be introduced. 

He replied to the remarks of the gentleman from 
Vermont, {Mr. Everetr,] who declared he would 
vote against reduction, because it was not recom- ` 
mended by the Military Committee. If the. gen- 
tleman would go-aceording to the Military Com- 
mitt-e he would have to vote for an increase. in- 
stead of a reduction. The Military Committee; it | 
would be recollected, had reported a bill to” estab- - 
lish two military posts on the Colambia. river—a 
measure which, he apprehended, would be indan- 
ger of bringing us into collision with England. He 
asked the gentleman from Ohio what would be the 
cost of these two posts? 

Mr. PENDLETON was understood io answer, 
$200,000 for the present year. 

Mr. ADAMS said $200,000 might be consider- 
ed a small sum, in these days of retrenchment and 
reform; but he could not believe that these posts 
could be sustainedat a less cost than $2,000,000 a 
year. He could not agree that the Committee: on 
Pablic Expenditures had nothing to do with rec- 
ommending the reduction of thearmy. He thought 
that committee had an important duty to discharge, 
in seeing that the expenditures of our Government 
were in accordance with its means. He then pro- 
ceeded-to-give his views upon the natare and ex» 


tent of the reductions 
made in the army. z 

He did not wish the second regiment of dragoons 
to be changed into a regiment of riflemen, as had 
been proposed by some gentlemen in the course of 
the debate: he was for dispensing with it altogether. 
The law raising it contemplated its being disband- 
ed assoen as the Florida warterminated;and he con- 
sidered the Government as pledged to that course. 
Indeed, the President of the United States bad the 
power to disband that regiment. In speaking of 
the fortifications and military posts, Mr. As could 
not consent to maintain a latge army for the mere 
purpose of garrisoning them. He could not eon- 
ceive it to be necessary. For himself, he should 
be very muchinclined to dismantle them, rather 
than provide a permanent army to garrison them, 

With respect to the recommendations of the Sec- 
retary of War, he had two observations to make, 
One was, that the Seeretary made his report at-a 
time when war was apparently impending. over 
us. It might, therefore, have been justifiable in 
him to recommend an increase of the army'at that 
time; but Mr. A. did not believe that the Secretary 
would make such a recommendation now. Re- 
ferring to the report of the Commanding General, 
Mr, A. professed the highest respect for that-offi- 
cer, and paid a just tribute to his meritorious ser- 
vices in the late war with Great Britain; bathe 
could not consent to be governed by his recom- 
mendations. He possessed too much of what his 
associate major general commanding the South. 
ern military division not inaptly termed a military 
mind. 2 

He remembered a plan for the defence of the 
esaniry reported by the latter, for whom he enter- 
tained the same respect as he did for his great asso- 
ciate and competitor, and whose services in the last 
war with Great Britain he as highly appreciated;— 
he remembered that that officer, being culled on toe 
reporta plat for the defence of the Western country, 


feltit tobe his duty torecommend a permanent 
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system, to last to the end of the present century— 
- the recommended the constraction and establishment 
of eleven tortified posts between the. mouth of the 
Sabine and the Rocky Mountains. Every one of 
these posts was:to be garrisoned by a force of two 
thousand men, and an extensive line of railroads 
. was to be constructed, to connect the posts with each 
other. -That was one example of a military mind. 
Then came another case of a military mind. An 
Officer: whom he respected.as much as the two he 
had just referred to—the late Commanding General 
of the army, [General Macomb]—on being seat to 
terminate the war in Florida, either while there, or 
-on. his return, recommended as indispensable an 
army of -20,000 men to finish that war, giving it as 
his deliberate opinion that the war never would be 
terminated till that was done. If he could look up 
the projects of bills that had been brought forward 
during the last four years, recommended by the 
War Department and by the Military Committees 
of this House, he could show other instances in 
which a large increase of the army was recom- 
mended. Why, at the last Congress, there was a 
regular bill occupying the attention of the Military 
Committee, and which he very much feared would 
pass, providing for an increase of 1,500 men. This 
project was supported by a gentleman who possess- 
ed as much of a military mind as any of those he 
had named. He alluded to the present Minister to 
Mexico. [Laughter.] 

There had been numerous projects of. that com- 
plexion, full of a military mind; but he indulged the 
hope that none of them would meet with any fa- 
vor from Congress. He also hoped that the recom- 
mendation of the present Commanding General, to 
add two regiments to the existing army, would not 
have the slightest effect, either to raise these ad- 
ditional regimeats, or to retain the whole force 
now in service. Mr. A., in conclusion, expressed 
the opinion, that if the army had not been increased 
in 1838 —if the Government had relied on tem- 
porary acts, calling out the militia of the adjoin- 
ing States, it would have been in the power of the 
Government, long before this, to have terminated 
the Florida war; and thatit would not have cost 
one-tenth of the sum that it now did. 

After some remarks from Mr. STANLY, 

Mr. FILLMORE occupied the residue of the 
time, with an explanation which was rendered 
necessary by the remarks of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts. The gentleman from Massachu- 
setts [Mr. Apams] had expressed the alarm he felt, 
when he saw so large an estimate for the army as 
a sum upwards of $11,000,000; but he (Mr. F.) 
begged to state that that sum was not alone for the 
army, but for fortifications, roads, suppressing In- 
dian hostilities, pensions, &c.;in fact, it included 
every thing under the general charge of the War 
Department. The army proper, only required an 
appropriation of from $4,000,000 to $5,000,000; 
he believed the precise sum was $4,195,000. 

“He desired to say a word or two respecting the 
appropriations for the ordnance; but the arrival of 
the time fixed by the House for the termination of 
the debate in committee cut off further remarks. 

The committee then proceeded to yote on the 
pending and proposed amendmenis. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON proposed to amend his 
proviso, offered as an amend vent, by adding the 
words “or other causes,” after the words “death, ex- 
piration of term of service,” as the means by 
which the army should be reduced. His amend- 
ment now made contemplated desertions. This 
amendment was assented to. 

The amendment to the amendment was next in 


order. It was offered by Mr. Roosrvenr, as fol- | 


lows, (by way of compromise, and with a view, 
as he explained, of keeping the army at its present 
actual foree,) as a substitute for that amendment : 

Provided, That no part of this amount shall be applied to 
the payment of any officers or privates hereafter to be appoint- 
ed or enlisted, beyond the number now actually in the service 
of the United States. 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON called for tellers, and 
Messrs. Wituis Green and Linn were appointed; 
who took the vote, and reported 69 in the affirma- 
tive, and 102 in the negative. 

“Phe-amendment to the amendment having been 
egatived, the question recurred on the amencm nt 

Mr, Cave JOHNSON: i 
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Mr. MOORE called for a division, so that a sep- 
arate vote should be taken on each proviso. __ 

Mr. MERIWETHER wished now to submit a 
motion, of which-he had heretofore given notice, 
by way of amendment. It was in the following 
terms: $ 


“Provided, That the recruiting service shall cease until the 
lst of January, 1843, at which time the number of regiments 
of infantry shall be reduced to six, and the number of compa- 


_ nies in each regiment of artillery andinfantry, and the number 


of privates, non-commissioned officers, and musicians in each 
company, andthe number of staff and line officers, shall sever- 
ally be reduced tothe number fixed by the act entitled ‘An act 
to reduce and fix the military establishment. of the United 
States” approved March 2, 1821: And provided further, That 
after the lst January, 1843, there shall be paid to no officer con- 
nected with the army of the United States, any higher pay or 
emoluments than were allowed and paid said officer at the time 
of the approval of said act: And provided, also, That the 
President of the United States may, athis discretion, after said 
time, convert the second regiment of dragoons into a regiment 
of riflemen, and they shall receive their pay only as infantry. 
And in reducing the army as herein contemplated, the seventh 
and eighth regiments of infantry shall be discharged; and the 
companies of artillery to be discharged shall be those added to 
the regiment by the act of the 7th July, 1838.” 

Mr. FILLMORE inquired if that amendment 
was in order. , 

Mr. MERIWETHER, to relieve the commit- 
tee from any embarrassment, withdrew his amend- 
ment. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Cave 
Jounson’s amendments separately, and they were 
both agreed to; the votes (taken by tellers) being 
102 to 64 on the first proviso, and 91 to 70 on the 
second. The amendment was therefore agreed to, 
as follows: 

“Provided, That the recruiting service shall cease until the 
number of non-commissioned officers agd privates in the va- 
rious companies of-the several artillery and infantry regiments 
shall be reduced, by death, expiration of term of service, or 
other causes, and such discharges as the President may from 
time to time direct, to the nuniber fixed by the act entitled 
‘An act to reduce and fix the military establishment of the 
United States,’ approved March 2, 1821: And provided fur- 
ther, That no part of this appropriation shall be applied, after 
the 30th September next, tothe payment of the regiment of 
Ly oe established and authorized by the act of 23d May, 

Before, however, the latier proviso was agreed 
to, the committee rejected an amendment offered 
by Mr. MERIWETHER, to strike out the words “30h 
September,” and insert “Ist January, 1843.” 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON then offered an amend- 
ment to the following effect: 

_And provided further, That no money appropriated in this 
bill, or hereafter to he appropriated, shall be applied to the pay- 
ment of any larger sum of money to the officers of the general 
staff, to wit: the Adjutant General’s department; the Inspector 
General’s department; the Quartermaster’s department; the 
Ssubsistence department; the Purchasing department; the 
Medical department; the Pay department; the Corps of En- 
gineers; tho Topographical department; the Ordnance de- 
partment, and the military academy, than the sums now paid 
to officers of the same grade in the infantry andartillery ser- 
vice, whether the same be for their pay or emoluments for any 
other service. 


The amendment was agreed to by a majority of 

91 to 62; the vote being taken by tellers. 
The committee then passed on to the second item— 
a the commutation of officers’ subsistence, $527,- 
64. i 
Mr. McKAY offered to amend, by adding the 
following proviso: 

Provided, That hereafter no additional rations shall be al- 
owed to the commanding officers of the several posts. 

The amendment was agreed to by a majority of 
87 to 65, taken by tellers. 

The item for commutation of clothing of officers? 
Servants was reduced, on the motion of Mr: FILL- 
MORE, by the direction of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, from $80,240 to $50,240. 

The item nextin order was “ For expenses of 
recruiting, $30,709 36,” 

Mr. ADAMS moved, as some expense had been 
incurred in this service, to leave a sum for that 
purpose, and not strike out the whole; the commit- 
tee having determined that all reeruiting should 
cease. He therefore moved to strike out $30,709 
36, and insert $15,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

In the 52d line, the words “ expenditures neces- 
sary to keep the two regiments of dragoons,” it 
became necessary to alter, to make the bill agree in 
that respect with amendments which had been 
adopted, The word two was stricken out accord- 
ingly. 

The items were then passed without observation 
to the 79ih line, which was “ For the armament of 
fortifications, [including compensation of a special 


agent to attend to the foundries employed in ma- 
king cannon,} $150,000.” 

The words which we have enclosed within 
brackets were stricken out, on the motion of Mr. 
GILMER. 

The committee then proceeded to line 90, “ For 
arsenals, $120,000.” 

Mr. DEBERRY moved to amend, by increasing 
the sum to $150,000. 

The amendment was lost. 

Mr. RODNEY then moved to add the following 
proviso: 

Provided, That no ordnance storekeeper shall receive for his 
service any greater compensation than is allowed by the act of 


-the 5th april, 1832; and the duty of paymaster and ordnance 


storekeeper shall be hereafter discharged by the regimental 
paymaster. 

He explained that the law of 1832 required the 
appointment of sergeants of four years’ standing in 
the army, to whom five dollars extra per month 
was allowed; but the present officers received $1,200 
perannum, as would be seen by the Blue Book. 

The amendmement was agreed to. 

The clause making appropriations for the Flori-+ 
da war being under consideration, 

Mr. BUNT proposed the following amendment 


to the first section of the army bill, viz: 

“And that the sum of one hundred thousand dollars be ap- 
propriated for continuing the improvement of the navigation of 
the Hudson river above and below Albany, to be expended as 
heretofore, under the direction of the Secretary of War.” 


The CHAIR ruled the amendment to be out of. 


order. : 7 

Mr. HUNT said he should not appeal from the 
decision; but he hoped the Committee of Ways 
and Means would yet report a bill embracing his 
proposed amendment; or, if not so, a bill admitting 
him in order to propose the appropriation, and give 
his reasons in favor of it. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved to reduce the appro- 
priation from $950,000 to $500,000: carried without 
a division. ; 

Mr. GREEN of Kentucky offered an amend- 
ment appropriating $15,000 for repairs of the two 
shagboais on the Western waters. 

The CHAIR decided that the amendment was 
out of order. f 

Mr. GREEN appealed from the decision; but, 
on taking the question, thë committee sustained the 
decision of the Chair. 

Mr. GAMBLE offered an amendment providing 
for the pay of certain Georgia militia, who served 
in Florida in the years 1840 and 1841: rejected. 

Mr. LEVY offered the following amendment: 

After the word “charges,” in the 110th line, in- 
sert “and for ‘arrearages;” and after the word 
“dollars,” insert: 


_ “Provided, That no arrearages for su pplies of any descrip- 
tion furnished the militia, not heretofore mustered into the ser- 
vice of the United States, shall be paid for out of this appro- 
priation: And provided also, That no supplies shall be paid 


for, not authorized by existing laws, or by the regulations of the 
War Department,” 4 ; 


This amendnient was rejected. 

_ Mr. FILLMORE offered an amendment, by 
direction of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
to come in as a second section, making an appro- 
priation of $5,000 for the pay of the value of the 
horses of the Tennessee and other volunteers for 
the Florida war, which were turned over to the 
Government by the commanding oficer; also re- 
viving and extending the act of 1812 providing 
payment for horses lost in the service of the United 
States. 

Mr. GREEN objected; and the CHAIR decided 
the amendment to be ont of order. 

Mr. FILLMORE offered another amendment 
from the same committee, appropriating $15,000 
for arrearages and for the preservation of public 
property in the several harbors. 

The CHAIR said that the amendment was out 
of order. 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia offered the following 
amendment: 


“Be it enacted, That the army now in service shall be re- 
duced (men and officers) to a scale adequate to superintend and 
take charge of the arsenals and military stores of the Govern- 
ment. And that, from and after. the first day of December 
next, the army shall be disbanded, retaining in service,.of the 
oldest in commission, such number as may be indispensable 
or he purpose above #pecified, and no more. And that the 

ums herein appropriated shall be applied accordi the 
residue shall be returned to the Treasury.” coral i pee 

_ This amendment was rejected without a divi- 
sion. 


Mr. CHITTENDEN offered the following 
amendment: i , 

Strike out the enacting clause, and insert the fol- 
lowing: 

“That the army of the United States shall be disbanded on the 
fourth day of July next; and, on that day, it shall be the duty 
of the President ofthe United States to commission ex-Gov- 
ernor Dorr, late of Rhode Island, as Major General of the Uni- 
ted States army, with authority to enlistas large an army of 
able-hodied soldiers, who shall be opposed to all civil authority, 
and in favor of the largest liberty, as he. shall be enabted to do 
With the aid of his friendsin Tammany-Hall, before the 30ih 
day of December next; and the sum of one thousand dollars is 
appropriated to defray the expenses thereof, and of the late ex- 

edition against the State of Rhode Island and its legal author- 
Atiies. 

Mr. HOPKINS asked if it was in order to move 
an amendment to the amendment? 

The CHAIR said that the amendment itself was 
out of order, and could not be received. 


` Mr. COOPER of Georgia offered the following 
amendment: : 

“For the payment of two compauies of volunteers, ordered 
out by the Governor of Georgia since the first of January last, to 
protect the citizens of Georgia on the Florida line against the 
ingursions of the Seminole Indians.” 


The CHAIR said that this amendment was out 
of order. 

Mr. BOWNE asked what became of the amend- 
ment that proposed disbanding the army, and re- 
questing the President to appoint Governor Dorr 
Major General, &c. 

The CHAIR said that it had been ruled out ‘of 
order, 

Mr. BOWNE wanted to know if it would go on 
the journal. ` 

The CHAIR said that it would not. 

Mr. BOWNE regretted it, because he wished 
the infamy of the act to be placed on record. 

The second section, making an appropriation 
for the support of the military academy at West 
Point, coming up— 

Mr. REYNOLDS moved to strike out that sec- 
tion; which question was taken by tellers, (Messrs. 
ATHERTON, and Epwarns of Missouri,) and deci- 
ded in the negative—ayes 57, noes 105. 

The committee then rose, and reported the bill to 
the House as amended; and, 

On motion by Mr. SPRIGG, its further consider- 
ation was postponed till to-morrow, in order that 
the amendments made in Committee of the Whole 
might be printed. 

n motion by Mr, FILLMORE, the House re- 
solved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and took up the bill making 
provision to supply the deficiency in the navy pen- 
sion fund. 

After amending this bill, it was laid aside; and 

On motion of Mr. FESSENDEN, the commit- 
tee took up the bill making provision for the pay- 
ment of the militia of the State of Maine. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Tennessee offered the follow- 
ing amendment, which had been offered by the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
to the army bill, and which was ruled out of order: 


“For paying the value of the horses and equipage of the Ten- 
nessee, Georgia, and other volunteers, who have at any ume 
een in the service of the United States in the Territory, of 
Florida, and which were turned over to the Government by the 
commanding general, or other commanding officer, or aban: 
doned by the order of an officer, (said value to be ascertained 
by the appraisement of said value when the volunteers entered 
the service,) $5,000. And the provisions of acts approved and 
in force at various periods since 1812, authorizing payment for 
horees lost in the service of the United States, by rangers, mili- 
tia, and volunteers, are hereby revived and extended for two 
years from and after the passage of this act; and, under the 
action of the Third Auditor, shall be deemed to embrace all 
cases not already satisfied, of horses lost to their owners in sit- 
vice as aforesaid, in battle or otherwise, when care and diligence 
De rendered manifest on the part of the owner; and if the death 
or loss of rangers’ horses shall have occurred for want of 
forage at places where, acting in obedience to the orders of com- 
manding officets, forage could not have been procured by 
proper vigilance on the part of the owner. No payment, how- 
ever, shall be made for horses, or other property, lost or de- 
stroyed, when the loss or destruction shall have been occasioned 
by the fault or neglect of theowner; or where, by the terms of 
the contract, the risk was upon the cwner of the property; and 
no greater sum Of money than the $5,000 appropriated by this 
section, shall be drawn from the treasury by reason of its pro- 
visions.” 


Mr. JOHNSON said that the sum asked by this 
amendment was only a reappropriation made by 
the. act of 1839, which had gone to the surplus 
` fund. It met with the unanimous approbation of 
the Committee of Ways and Means and of the 
‘War Department, and was simply to carry out the 
provisions of that law. Not the slightest objection 
gould be made to the justice of this appropriation. 
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Mr. CLIFFORD had no doubt but the amend: 
ment of the gentleman from Tennesseé was cor- 
rect, and he should probably vote for the appropri- 
ation it eontergplated, if offered in another shape ; 
but- he objected to its being tacked to this bill. He 
remembered that, in the 26th Congress, when the 
bill providing for the claims of the State of Maine 
was under consideration, similar attempts were 
made to annex the claims of other States to it, and, 
consequently, it was delayed so much thereby that 
it was lost, for want of time. He begged that gen- 
tlemen would let this bill stand on its own merits, 
and bring forward the claims of their own States 
in some other way. He would be willing then to 
attend to the claims of the other States. 

Mr. FESSENDEN also offered his objections 
to connecting other objects with this bill. 

Mr. WARREN moved an amendment, provi- 
ding for the claims of the State of Georgia ; and af- 
ter a debate,in which Messrs. WARREN, Mc- 
KAY, COOPER of Georgia, FESSENDEN, 
GAMBLE, ALLEN, JOHNSON of Tennessee, 
and ADAMS took part, the question was taken on 
Mr. Warren’s amendment to the amendment of 
Mr. Jcunson, and it was rejected. 

The question was next taken on Mr. Jounson’s 
amendment, and it was also rejected. 

Mr. McKAY offered an amendment, striking 
out the appropriation for knapsacks, muskets, &c.; 
which was also rejected. 

The committee then rose and reported the bills 
to the House; when the amendments to the navy 
pension-fusd bill were concurred in, and it was 
read the. third time.and passed. 

The House also took up the bill making appro- 
priations for the payment of the Maine militia for 
services which they had rendered. It was read a 
third time and passed, a : 

The House then adjourned. 

IN SENATE, 
Tozspay, June 7, 1842. 

Mr. CHOATE presented a memorial from the 
city of Boston, remonstrating against the recent 
action of the House of Representatives on the na- 
vy appropriation bill, and against any reduction of 
appropriations for the support of the navy; and 
recommending that the appropriations to that 
branch of the public service shall equal the esti- 
mates from the department: laid on the table, 
where the bill to which it has reference now lies. 

Mr. C. also presented a memorial from Robert 
G. Shaw and others, of the city of Boston, praying 
that the present sysiem of importations on credit 
may be continued, and that the warehousing sys- 
tem may be established: referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from 
certain cigar-makers from imported tobacco, re- 
siding in the city of Philadelphia, complaining of 
what will be the operation of the tariff introduced 
into the House of Representatives by Mr. SALTON- 
STALL. The memorialists state that that bill pro- 
poses to fix the duty on the imported raw w.aterial 
at 15 per cent., and an ad valorem of only 30 per 
cent. on importec cigars. They ask that such a 
duty may be imposed on the foreign manufaciured 
article as will give ihem protection in the business 
of cigar-making: referred to ihe Committee on 
Manufactores. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE presented a petition from 
Elijah Sanborn, making application for a per- 
sion; which was referred to the Commitiee on Pen- 
sions. 

Mr. W. also presented resolutions adopted by 
the city authorities of Monroe, Michigan, retative 
to the harbor at that place. They state that some 
ten years ago the Government made appropria- 
tions for the improvement of the harbor there; and 
that Congress continued to make appropriations 
for that object, from year to year, until, ia all, some 
§90,0C0 were appropriated and expended, without 
completing the works. They urge that, unless 
further appropriations be made, that which has 
been already expended will be jost. They solicit 
Congress to make further appropriations to that 
object: referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. W. gave nctice that, for the purpoze of car- 


tying out the object of the resolutions, he would 
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ask leave to bring in a bill, appropriating certain 
alternate sections of the public domain for com- 
pleting the works in the harbor ot Monroe. $ 

Mr. STURGEON presented resolutions adopted 
by the Legislature of Pennsylvania, urging upon 
Congress the propriety of making an appropria» 
tion of a sum of money for the purpose of rën- 
dering the navigation of the Ohio river capable of 
steamboat navigation at all times: referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

‘Mr. PRESTON said he had been solicited by 
some citizens of Washington to present a memo- 


rial to the Senate from two mechanics of this city, . 


representing thal, recently, whilst prosecuting their 
labors in the public service, they fell from the 
scaffolding at the Treasury building, and were se- 
riously disabled. Trey pray that Congress; in its 
generosity, will grant them some gratuity or com- 
pensation to alleviate them from the calamitous 
effect of the accident: referred to the Committee 
on the Publie Buildings. bea 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which had been referred House bill for the relief 
of Daniel Chase, reported the same back without 
amendment. 

Mr. S., from the same committee, made an 
adverse report on the petition of the heirs of Phebe 
Root, widow of Andrew Colburn, praying to be al- 
lowed the amount of a pension to which she was 
entitled; which was ordered to lie on the table and 
be printed. 

Mr. ALLEN, from the Committee on Penvions, 
to which had been referred House bill for the relief 
of George Mayfield, reported the same back with- 
out amendment, and witha recommendation that 
it do pass. 

Mr. MILLER, from the-Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, to which had been referred 
Hoüše bill for the relief of Jabez L, and Asa 
White, of the State of Connecticut, reported the 
same back without amendment, f 

.On motion of Mr. WOODBURY, leave was 
granted to withdraw from the files of the Senate 
the papers of Gershom Morse; $ 

Mr. BAGBY, on leave, introduced a bill to reg- 
ulate the fees, and writs of error, from the district 
court Of the-United States for the northern district 
of Alabama; which Was Tread-twice,and_ referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. x 

Mr. BENTON said, if it was not the intention 
of the Senate to proceed to the consideration of the 
apportionment bill, he would ask it to. take up the 
bill to provide for the armed occupation and settle- 
ment of a portion ef the Territory of Florida; 
but 

Mr. SEVIER hoped the Senate would indulge 
him by taking up and considering a bill which, he 
believed, had passed the Senate about five times, 
and the House of Representatives seven times, It 
was for the relief of an old man, who had been 
awaiting the tardy justice of Congress until he was 
now dying. He hoped that justice would be meted 
cut to him before that hour should arrive, by ta- 
king up the bill and passing it. It was a bill for 
the relief of Benjamin Murphy. 

The question was put and agreed to; and the bill 
to authorize the Secretary of War to adjust the 
claim of Benjamin Murphy, of the State cf Ar- 
kansas, for the value of catile and hogs taken by 
the Cherokee Indians, was taken up as in commit- 
tee of the whele; and there being no motion to 
amend, it was reported to the Senate; and its 
merits having been explained by Mr. WHITE, it 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. WRIGHT said that there was a bill which 
had been reported from the Judiciary Committee 
at the present session, which had passed the Senate 
at two snecessive sessions, and which failed to pass 
the House, because of the lateness at which it 
passed, to enable the sureties of Samuel Swartwout, 
late collector of the city of New York, to compro- 
mise their liabilities as sureties with the Govern- 
ment. He hoped the Senate would take the biil 
up and pass it, as it would not take five minutes of 
time. He made a motion to that effect. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana said, when the propo- 
sition was made on yesterday for the Senate to 
meet at 11 o’élock, instead of 12 o'clock, be had 
yoted for it, because he thought thereby it wouid 
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‘enable the Senate to occupy a short time in dis- 
‘posing of the bills.on the private calendar. - He 
rose now for the purpose of suggesting that the 
Senate would. proceed to take up the private calen- 
ĝar and dispose of the bills in their order, instead 
of taking them up, out.of their order, on individual 
motions, . If this course, was not adopted, he. would 
bein favor, of returning to the hour of 12 o’clock 
for the daily meeting. He bad no particular ob- 
jection to the consideration of the. bill; but he 
could instance numerous more meritorious cases 
which ought to claim, the attention. of. the Senate 
forthwith—he case. of widow Monroe as one. 
Mr. LUNN thought he could reconcile the.con- 
‘Alicting claims, by proposing, as he intended to do, 
to proceed to consider bills on the private calendar 
from, the hour of 11 till 1 o'clock, and then proceed 
to the general orders; when gentlemen could debate 
to their hearts content—till 8 o'clock, if they 
pleased. 


The question was taken on the motion of Mr. 


Warrant, and was disagreed to, 

Mr. BAYARD moved that the bill. from the 
House, which had been reported back io the Sen- 
ate by the Committee on the District ef Columbia, 
in relation to the establishment of a police for the 
protection of the public property, be taken up, for 
the purpose of being recommitted to that commit- 
tee. He was induced to make this motion, in con- 
sequence of a communication which be had re- 
ceived from the departments, going to show that the 
system, as provided in that bill, would not answer. 

The question was put, and the motion was 

agreed to. 
_ Engrossed bill from the House, to amend an act 
entitled “An act to carry into effect, with the States 
of Alabama and Mississippi, the existing compacts 
with those States with regard to the five per cent. 
fund and school reservations,” was taken up, read 
the third time, and passed, 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, the President pro 


tem, was empowered to appoint an additional mem: 
i 


beg on the Finance Committee, to fill the vacancy 

ogcasioned by the election of one of its members to 

je presidency of the Senate, 

|, Mr. CONRAD, on leave, introduced a bill for 

he relief of William Debuys; which was read 

ice, and committed. 

gy On motion of Mr. WOODBURY, the Senate 
roceeded to consider, as in committee of the whole, 


N THE APPORTIONMENT BILL. 


* The question pending, when the Senate adjourn- 
ed on yesterday, was the motion of Mr. W priant to 
amend the following section of the bill: 


Sac. 2. And be tt further enacted, That, in every case when 
a Btate is cntided to mere thaa one Representative, the number 
to which cach State shall be entitled under this apportionment, 
shall be elected by districts, composed of contiguous territory, 
equalin number to the number of Represeniatives to which 
said State may be entitled—no one district electing more than 
one Representative. 


Mr. Waicut had moved to strike out from the 
abovesection the words ‘no one districteleeting more 
than one Representative,” and to insert ibe words 
‘as far as thal can be done in conformity with the 
established election systenis of the States; but no 
State shall, by virtue ef the provisions of this sec- 
tion, consider itself called upon to divide counties, 
or other election distriets, for the purpose of far- 
nishing single districts.” 

Mr. WRIGHT said no one could be more sen- 
sible than himself that an apology was due to the 
Senate for again troubling them with any remarks. 
He should not have dune so, hed he not found 
himself unconsciously and unexpeciediy made a 
nullifier in the course of this debate. He took 
exceplion to the application of the term to him- 

Self—-at least according to his understanding of 
its meaning. He had been compelled, in the 
course of a short political hfe, to assume many 
political appellatioas, and he had never very 
Strongly resisied any of them; but he had been 
tenacious of ihe privilege of applying his own 
detinitions to them; and it was so in this ease. 
Notwithstanding it might scem to many in the 
Senate that he had made himself a member of 


that political body whoce denomination was Nal- 
ifiers, yet. his friend from South Carolina [Mr 


Reston] had read bim out of church; for it 
wed. that his nullification was not of the right 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


sort. If, therefore, the term was to'be applied to 
him, he must be permitted to give it his own defi- 
nition. In the early part of this debate, he had un- 
dertalfen to discuss the question then-involved; and 
he should avoid, as- muchas possible, repeating 
the arguments he had then used. Yet he would 
be compelled to.glance at.the substance of them. 
It would be remembered that the proposition be- 
fore the Senate at that time, was on the alternative 
that the States were either to.be divided into single 
congressional districts for the election of Repre- 
sentatives, or they were to be permitted to elect 
them by general ticket. He had avowed at 
that time, and very frankly, that he would sus- 
tain the-amendment of the Committee on the 
Judiciary; because, if Congress were to lay down 
a rule of legislation fer his State, he desired 
that there should be as much latitude in the 
rule as possible; and he preferred having two al- 
ternatives to having only one. After considerable 
debate, however, the latter failed, almost by a 
unanimous vote of the Senate—only three Sena- 
tors, besides the chairman of the committee, he 
believed, voting for it. They had, then, left only 
‘the provision made by the House of. Representa- 
tives; and at a moment-when the debate upon that 
provision had assumed such an aspect as endued 
the subjec: with a very deep interest to-himself——an 
interest which ied him into the use of langnage, 
perhaps, rather too strong. He had not failed, 
however, to derive very great amusement from the 
debate which had occupied the Senate for two or 
three days, since the somewhat impetuous remarks 
which he had made at that period. His remarks 
had been elicited thus. For some two hours before 
the vote was called for, the Senate had been ad- 
dressed by the Senator from Maryland—not in the 
frank, open, and undisguived manner which the 
Senator from South Carolina had since used, but 
using arguments calculated to produce a certain 
result, without acknowledging the true purpose of 
those arguments. And what were they? That 
this was the pecnliar occasion to characterize and 
define the boundaries of power between the large 
and the small States ef this Union; and he added, 
substantially, that the former must be bound and 
feitered to prevent them from being dangerous 
members of the confederacy. Well, (pursued 
Mr. W.,) I would have borne, I believe, 
with great patience, this argumeni; because 
I have been very much accustomed to listen 
calmly to all arguments in this body; and, 
from the very condiuon of the body, it is some- 
what natural that arguments of an extraordinary 
character should be sometimes made; but when I 
add to this, thatit was urged—not that the Senate, 
not that Congress should bind these large and dan- 
gerous States; but that Congress, by its sovereign 
order, should compel the States to bind themselves, 
I was, I confess, a little impatient under the argu- 
men'; and I now regret that I was so. I met the 
case, however, with perfect fairness then, and I 
intend to meet itnow in the same spirit; becanse it 
is now avowed, by the Senator from South Caroli- 
na, (to use his own phrase,) that this is a war waged 
by the small States upon the large ones—a war, 
not in the sense of a war of arms, I admit; but a 
political warfare, to diminish what he considers 
the dangerous political power of the large States. 
Weil, sir, I would much rather that this war had 
beea waged in another forum, (inasmuch as it 
respects one of the constitutional rights of the peo- 
ple of the States,) where the people are appropri- 
ately represented. But I bave no right to coms 
plain of its being waged here—none whatever. I 
do not complain. Itis one of the duties of the 
Senate to act upon each proposition which comes 
here from the Representatives of the people; and 
no Senator is in fault for expressing his views 
clearly and truly asto its nature. And it was 
worthy of the honorabie Senator’s candor to char- 
acterize it as he did; because it is the true aspect of 
the question as it is presented to us, although I do 
not for a moment presume to imagine that it is so 
regarded by all its supporters. So much, sir, as 
my apology for making the petulent remarks which 
I did; and I do not offer it as a justifiestion, for I 
feel unfeigned regret at having been led to make 
those remarks, But, sir, I have been nota little 


surprised that, since that unfortunate occasion, the 
debate has been carried on very much—so far as 
arguments have been offered to sustain the propo- 
silion—in one aspect of the matter, on what has 
been assumed to be my admission of the pow- 
ers of Congress.. That admission has been as- 
sumed by the Senator from Kentucky as the 
foundation ‘of his argument. I do not know 
what precise terms:-I-may have used upon that oc- 


“casion, but I know what my meaning and inten- 


tion was. I saw, or thought I saw, a manifest dis- 
position, as well here as in the debate upon this 
subject elsewhere, to put the question upon the 
technical question of. constitutional power. I did 
not choose to rest it there, because I did not think 
it was the strong, praciical, and unanswerable 
ground. I did believe, and do now, that it was an 
attempt to exert a power which those who formed 
the Constitution, and those who adopted it on the 
part of the Siates, never dreamed would be at- 
tempted under such circumstances. Of this I have 
not the least doubt; and, to prove it, I exhibited the 
proceedings of the conventions of several of the 
States. I was sure that I should Le answered as I 
was. I knew very well the arguments which might 
be employed; and I anticipated them, by stating 
that I did not produce the proceedings of those 
conventions for the purpose of disproving that 
which has been made a singularly offensive ex- 
pression—the technical existence of the power; 
but for the purpose of showing the true spirit and 
meaning of the instrumen‘; and that, under the 
true construction of the constitutional duties of 
Congress, that power ought not now to be exer- 
cised. Yet, (and Senators will remember that I 
made another point,) because I bélieve it would 
be considered by some Senators hypothetical, I 
made and discussed the question, whether the 
language of the Constitution, giving to the State 
Legislatures the power to regulate the times, places, 
and manner of holding elections, involved the 
power of determining whether members of Con 
gress should be elected by congressional districts« 
or by general ticket; and whether the very con- 
struction of the language was not clearly this—that 
they should have the power of determining the 
places where the elections should be held; the 
circumference within which the citizens should 
come to the same polls; the manner in which 
they should vote; and the manner in which 
their votes should be received, and all other regu- 
lations respecting the holding of elections. This 
was the question which I raised, I said, and I can- 
didly repeat, that I doubt whether the contempo- 
raneous construction of the powers of Congress, 


. as shown in the proceedings of the State conven- 


tions, would justify the conclusion that it wasa 
power which Congress ought to exercise. But the 
Senator from Kentucky said I had admitted the 
technical power of Congress to pass this bill. 
Well, sir, I naturally said I did not deny the 
technical power to pass the bill; but I did, and do, 
deny that, in theshape in which it came from the 
House of Representatives, it would have no force 
or effect if passed into a law. This is what I said 
upon this point; and the Senator found it conve- 
nient to base his argument upon this admission, ag 
he called it, of the power to pass the bill. 

Mr. W. proceeded to reply to the arguments of 
the Senator from Kentucky in a speech of con- 
siderabie length, a full report of which is at present 
necessarily deferred. 

Mr. TALLMADGE remarked that his colleague 
had displayed much of the ingenuity for which he 
was so distinguished. He says Congress is bound 
to three great principles—their duty to the Consti- 
tation, to the States, and to the people. If he 
means that Congress owes any duty to the people, 
paramount to its duty to the Constitution, or in 
any sense cenflicting with their duty to the Consti- 
tution, he denied the proposition, The Constitu- 
tion points out the mode in which the thing now 
proposed to be done isto be done. If the whole 
power of holding elections is comprised in the 
times, places, and manner of holding elections, the 
Constitution says the States shall exercise it; for 
they are to prescribe the times, places, and man- 
ner; and they are obliged to do it until Congress 


chooses to act. When Congress, in conformity 
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with the Constitution, takes the matter up, and 
makes or alters the ‘regulations of the Siates-as_ to 
time; place, or manner, the power of the Siates is 
superseded to that extent, ” T 

-Mro T. reiterated his former arguments in sup- 
port of the power thus conferred by ihe Constitu- 
tion:on Congress to make or alter the regulations 
of. the States; contending that this covered the 
whole ground, and justified, to thè very letter, the 
clause in the bill now under discussion. 

He took the-regulation of the times, of the 
places, and of the manner of. holding elections, 
distinctly, with.a view of showing that this regula- 
tion, being fer convenience left in the hands of the 


State Legislatures, under the condition as speciied—. 


namely, that they shall make the necessary regula- 
tions—the express. power was equally declaratory, 
that Congress may make or alter such regulations; 
and this, he contended, Congress had a perfect 
discretionary power of exercising in part, or to any 
extent it might conceive necessary. 

He then referred to the sensitiveness evinced by 
his colleague, [Mr. Wricar,] in the conclusion: of 
his remarks, in which the Senator had .said, in al- 
lusion to him, (Mr. T.) that it would be weil if he 
had known less of the doctrines of the Hamiltons, 
and more of the Livingstons and the Tompkinses 
of his State. ` : 

[A remark was made, that his colleague did not 
say “known.” Oa which Mr. Tantumanus ob- 
served, “Well, what did the gentleman say?” 

Mr. WRIGHT observed, that what he did say 
was; that ifthe gentleman had drunk less deeply of 
the-doctrines of Hamilton, and more deeply of the 
doctrines of the Livingstons and Tompkinses, he 
would not have assumed that resistance to the ex- 
ercise of this power by the Federal Government 
would be a blot upon the escutcheon of the State 
of New York. 

Mr. TALLMADGE replied: he contended that 
he had shown his democracy in. his State, upon 
the occasion of the electoral law, when his col- 
league advocated doctrines contrary to those of his 
friends, but. on his own judgment, and was over- 
thrown. 

.Mr. WRIGHT observed that, if the Senator 


meant tosay that he had advocated the measure, 


it was not true. : 

Mr. TALLMADGE entered into some details 
of the circumstances alluded to, accusing Mr. 
Wearanr of having been in favor of the electoral 
law, and afterwards voted against it. He nar- 
rated the occurrences of the day, as far as his 
colleague was concerned in them. 

Mr. WRIGHT remarked that much of what the 
Senator had narrated was very true; bat he could 
not say so with regard to his inferences or deduc- 
tions ;—for instance, in his assertion that, before 
the election, he (Mr. W.) was pledged to vote for 
the law giving the election of electors for President 
and Vice President to the people. This was not 
the fact. He was under no pledge of the kind. It 
had beea imputed to him by his political opponents 
that he was; but the assertion was false then, and 
itis false now. — 

Mr. TALLMADGE would ask his colleague 
whether he was not actually, at the time, in favor of 
the law; or had so avowed himself after he took his 
seat in the Senate? . 

Mr. WRIGHT answered, No, sir; I was not. 
I -did net. 

Mr. TALLMADGE. 
your seat, before it? 

Mr. WRIGHT. No, sir: not atat, sir. 

Mr. TALLMADGE. Weil, I will undertake to 
show it. 

‘Mr. WRIGHT. Very well, sir; do so if you 
can. 

Mr. WALKER considered the second section cf 
the clause of the bill now under discussion noth- 
ing but a direction to the Governors of the States, 
in which the general-ticket system prevails, to as- 
semble their Legislatures in extra session, to re- 
peal their.own ac's providing for the elec:ion of 
their Representatives in Congress. 

“But in some of those States the old apportion- 
ment gave them the same number of Representa- 
tives that this bill will give—whether under the ra- 
tio chosen by the House, or that substituted by the 


If not after you took 


Senate. Those S:ates may not have any extra ses- 
sion of their Legislatures before the election of 
Representatives; and if they elect the. members of 
Congress, it must be under the old law of 
their. Legislatures; yet this bill says the law 
must be altered, Would vot this present a new 
and irreconcilable difficulty? In his own State, the 
meeting of ‘the Legislature is biennial, and the 
people are opposed to yearly sessions. At their 
last session they provided for the election of their 
Representatives by the general-licket system. Be- 
fore they can be again convened, the election must 
take place; but this bill says the Governor must 
convene the Legislature, to repeal thelaw. I:was 
his conviction the Governor would not convene the 
Legislature for the purpose. If he do hot, will 
that law be repealed? Can an crder from Con- 
gress to aller a law have the effeet of altering it? 
Is the law altered by a mere order to alter it? No: 
it can only be altered by a law of Congress, actu- 
ally districting the States. A mere mandate to al- 
ter a law, does not alter the law; and the law be- 
ing still in existence, the State has every right to 
elect its Representatives under its existing law, and 
Congress cannot refuse to recognise them. 

Mr. CUTHBERT observed, that the people of 
Georgia were to assemble onthe first Momday in 
October, to elect the Representatives of the State. 
This law is to affect only those States in which the 
general-ticket system prevails, to whom it must be 
a most offensive exercise of power, and on whom 
alone the expense of extra legislation falls. It is 
an offensive and hazardous step. He would pro- 
pose a suspension of this clause till ihe States have 
had time to assemble in their regular way. 

Mr. LINN concurred with the Senator from 
Georgia, who had anticipated all that he intended 
to say; and, for the purpose of testing whether 
time would be given to the States, as soon as the 
raotion of the Senator from New York should be 
disposed of, he would ofer an amendment, ex- 
empting the State of Missouri from the operation 
or the law until after the next meeting of her Legis- 
ature. . 

Mr. BERRIEN stated that ihe people of Georgia 
had exercised the right of choosing their Repre- 
sentatives by the general-ticket system since the 
beginning of the Government. It was a system 
to which they gave the preference by unanimous 
assent; and, therefore, he felt it to be his daty to 
advocate their right to preserve that system as 
long as they conceive they can be best represented 
by it. 

But, in the course of this discussion, gentlemen, 
contending for the right of the States to decide, 
themselves, upon what system they should hold 
their elections and send their Representatives to 
Congress, had taken grounds which were revolting 
to his judgment. He could not doubt the power 
which the Constitution confers on Congress. It 
seemed to him to bea power written plainly on the 
face of the Constitution. But he conceived it to be 
given primarily to the States, and ulteriorly and 
provisionally to Cougress, 

He examined the positions taken by the Senator 
from Alabama [Mr. Bacby] and the Senator trom 
New York, [Mr. Wricu,] contending thai the po- 
sition of the Senator from Alabama was untenable, 
namely—that the only constitutional mode of elec. 
tion was that by the general-ticket system. The 
qualification made by the Senator from New York 
did not virtually alter the position. This position 
Mr. B. preceeded at some length to controvert, at 
the same time denying that this was the first time— 
as some of his friends imagined—that such a dec- 
trine had been brought forward. He presented the 
fact to the consideration of the Senator from Ala- 
bama--that tae second section of the first article of 
the Constitution provides for the election of Repre- 
sentatives by the people; and the third section for 
the election of Senators by the Legislatare. 

The Senator had presented a very startling and 
ingenions sephism in his next position—that, al- 
though Congress bad the same right over the man- 
ner of electing Senators as Representatives, it 


could not direct the Legislature of a State to pass 
a law districting itself, se that one portion should 
elect one Senator, and the other portion another ; 


Senator; and if it could not do this, it could not || 


| 


| the primary power in ihe States; 
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direct them to pass a law districting their State for 
the election of Representatives. j 

But, startling .as this p:opositjoù seemed at first 
Sight to be, its fallacy was apparent én close examé 


ination. The fact had only to be considered, that 
the Legislature of a State is a political incorpora« 
tion, having no integral fragments capable of inde 
pendent action or separate existence; but, in the 
popular body, there is a different principle—it is 
that of individuality, existing in the natural body 
of each integral part, separately called upon to act. 
The Senator’s position may be an argument plais: 
ible in its aspect—startling from, its novelty—and 
embarrassing to minds not accustomed to investi> 
gation; but it was one which dissolved before á 
logical examination. It was like the argument 
brought forward against miracles—that it is con- 
trary to experience thatthe order of nature can be 
departed from to such an extent as is necessary tò 
admit of miracles. But itis not at all contrary to 
experience that testimony is deceptive and false; 
therefore the inference is irrésistiblé, that-the testis 
mony of miracles, contrary to the order of nature; 
must be false, Miracles, however, did exist; s0- 
the reasoning falls to the ground. 

The sophism consisted in judging of miracles, 
which were things out of the order of nature, by 
the standard of experience, which had to be super- 
seded before miracles could exist; and the very, ex« 
istence of which implied the absence of experience. 
Mr. B. applied his illustration in refutation of 
what he conceived to be the sophism in the posi- 
tion relied upon by the Senator from Alabama and 


his friends, 


The powers had been treated as if they were 
coneurrent in the State Legislatures and the Fed- 
eral Legislature. This was not, certainly, his 
view of the subject. But, for the sake of afgw- 
ment, supposing they were concurrent, he cone 
tended that the power of the State should yield to 
the concurrent power of the General Government. 
It was, however, argued that the Federal Govern« 
ment cannot delegate its power to the Governmetit 
of the States. In referring to analogous cases, he 
showed what had been the decision of the courts, 
It was, that because Congress, as it might do, did 
not rénder-the jurisdiction of its own courts para- 


raount in all things over the -Stetes,.the. power of 


tne State judiciary was not subject to the mandates ~~ 


of the Federal judiciary in many cases; this was 
evidence that the Federal Government only chooses 
to exercise a portion of the power, which it might 
have exercised wholly, if so disposed.. i 

The right of the people to be represented de- 
pends upon themselves; and if those they intrust 
to make the regulations necessary to enable them 
to enjoy this right, fail to make the regulations, they 
will have to suffer the inconvenience of not being 
represented; which is the only panishment that can 
properly be spoken of. The Senator from New 
York inquires whether the people are to be de- 
prived of the right,by the malfeasance of their Legis- 
jatures? The answer is, that it is in consequence 
of the neglect of their own agents; and to them they 
must look, and they must make them accountable. , 
Disposed as he was to preserve to the States the 
right of exercising this power, he could not recoge 
nise the doctrine that there is no authority to exer- 
cise the power inthe Constitution. What he con- 
tended was, that the Congressional power was not 
a primary one, but an ulterior and provisionary 
one. His proposition was, that it was only with 
this understanding the Constitution was ratified by 
the States; and, however it may exist on the face 
of the Constitution asa literal power, yet he main- 
tained that good faith—-more important to the Gov- 
ernment than the exercise of the pow er—should 
impel Congress to refrain from the exercise of the 
literal power. 3 

He inferred the intention that it was not to be 
exercised, not alone from contemporaneous evi- 
dence, but from the very words of the instrument 
itself. The first phrase of the section confirms 
the ulterior and 


conditional power is given to Congress. That 


| this was the view taken of it by the framers ef the 


Constitution, was dedacible from contempora~" 
neous evidence of an abundant character. He 
quoted the opinions of Mr, Madison and Mr. 


Hamilton, as presented’ in the Federalist: . They 
argued that tae power of Congress was secondary, 
not primary; and that its existence at all was only 
neressary for its moral influence, and not for its 
exercise. He also quoted Judge Story’s Commen- 
taries, and those of Chancellor ‘Kent, as well as 
others, in support of this view of the subject. — 

” The-consequence-of exercising the primary pow- 


p by the` Federal Government. was. foreseen; and 


ý guard against this, it-was made only a secondary 
power. . It was foreseen that, if the primary power 
was given.to Congress, the Federal Government 
would have to provide Federal machinery, and go 
into the States to exercise a supervisory and offen- 
siye poweri derogatory to their sovereign dignity. 
` "Phe experience of fifty years was in favor of not 
exercising the secondary power in subversion of 
the primary power. To exercise it would be a vio- 
lation of the good faith upon which the Constitu- 
fion was ratified by States which never would 
have ratified it, had the understanding been that 
Congress was to exercise the primary power. 
_. [cis atgued that the minority cannot be repre- 
Bented by the general-iicket system. What mi- 
nority had called upon Congress for redress? May 
not the aggregaie minorities be as great in a State, 
under the district system, as under the general- 
ticket system? No such protection of minorities is 
involred at the hands of Congress; the assumption 
is-entirely gratuitous. 
Fearful pictures had been drawn of, the conse- 
quences of the consolidated party influences in a 
Kombination of large States; but there was nothing 
in reality in these terrors. The growth of popula- 
tion was antagonist to all combinations. What has 
never happened in the infancy of this Government, 
never can happen in its maturity, It is said now 
is the accepted time; but will it not be time 
enough to act, when facts, not apprehensions, de- 
aiid the interference of Congress? 

He enumerated the differences which exist 
throughout: the several States, with regard to the 
times, manner, and place of holding elections. The 
avowed object of this change is to provide uni- 
formity in all the States; yet it can only produce 
Uniformity in a single particular, leaving all the 
other diversities just as great as they ever have 
been.. Tho cnd proposed will not, therefore, be 
attained. 


Ele did not anticipate resistance on the part of 
the Stites; but if they did resist, it would remain 
for Congress to act itself; and the only action it 
could take would be to refuse admission into the 
other branch to any Representatives not elected 
according to this law. Congress, in that case, 
would be placed in an antagonist position to the 
Biates. The States would be in an attitude of hos- 
tility to the General Government. Should a va- 
cancy occur in the representation of a State, the 
Governor alone has the right of issuing a procla- 
mation to provide for the election of a Representa- 
tive to fill the Wacanay, 


He would not depict the consequences which 
might result from the dissent of a large number of 
the States. They might be; although favctable to 
the district system, yet aroused by a law, asserting 
4 power the exercise of which would be a viola- 
tion of good faith. They mightreverse their system. 


Mr. BAYARD did not propose making a speech; 
but had merely risen to make a single remark in 
reference tc an argument made use of by the Sen- 
ator from New York, [Mr. Wricut.] The clause 
in the bill which he proposes to amend, merely 
Says that each State shall be divided into a num- 
ber of districts equal to the number of members to 
which the State is entitled. Itdoes not say each 
district shall have a full ratio; and that was a com- 
plete answer to the notion of fractions being unrep- 
resented. It is not true that any portion of a dis- 
trict goes without a Representative, The first 
thing is to fix the proper number to form a House 
of Representatives; and then to apportion them ac- 
cording to respective populations among the States. 
The Senators amendment, therefore, is evidently 
unnecessary. Ee asked the Secretary to read the 
Proposed amendment. [It was read.] This was 
ule unnecessary. There was nothing to prevent 

State of. New York from apportioning its forty 


ż 


distriets into whatever divisions of population it 
pleased. : a 

Mr: WRIGHT was very giad to be instructed 
by the new view which the Senator from Delaware 
had taken: , He says there is nothing to prevent 
New York being made dnė distriét of ton districts, 
notwithstanding her 300,000 inhabitants. Now, if 
such was the latitude left by the ldw, he would be 
better pleased to see the districts seitled by Con- 
gress at oficé, without calling upon the Legislature 
of New York to do it. . 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut asked at what point 
the national legislation was to begin, and the State 
legislation to be left off, if the power is concurrent, 
and. yet the Federal power is paramount? 

Mr. BERRIEN explained; that the assertion of 
the concurrent. power by the Federal Government 
would be only partial. If it related to time, the 
State Legislatures would have primary power to 
exercise over place and manner; so if Congress 
exercised the power over place, the State would 
exercise the primary power over time and manner; 
so also if relation to manner. ‘Tue primary power 
was paramount till the secondary power of altera- 
tion interfered; and made the power of the State to 
carry out the Jaw secondary. i 

Mr. SMITH contended that Congress did not 
act atallin this bill; it only orders the States to 
act. This is stopping where Congress began—it is 
an order without the force of a law, and therefore 
is the same as no action at all. If Congress begins 
todo what it may do; it has d right to do what it 
undertakes, or not at all. , : 

The question was called foron Mr.. Wrrait’s 
amendment.” ~ 

Mr. ALLEN would vote for this, or any other 
amendment that would make this section less ob- 
jeetionable; but§ would afterwards vote to strike 
out the whole section, no matter how amended. 

The yeas and Hays were then taken, and resulted 
as follows: yeas 19, nays 29: , 

YEAS—Messrs, Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Calhouù, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, Sevier, Sturgeon, 
Tappan, ee Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and 
NATS Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Evans, Graham, Henderson, 
Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merfick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, 
Porter, Preston; Rives, Simmons, Smith of Connecticut, Smith 
of Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, White; and Woodbridge—29. 

Mr, WALKER moved the following amend- 
ment: | 

Provided, That this section shall not be so construed as to 
invalidate the first election to Congress in any State under this 
act, where the election in such State, under the existing laws 
thereof, takes place ata time preceding the stated period of the 
meeting of their respective State Legislatures. 

Mr. WALKER remarked that he believed a 
number of States, approaching a majority, if not 
amounting to an actual majority, would have their 
elections before their Legislatures meet in the reg- 
ular sessions. It would impose great inconveni- 
ence and expense to require those States to convene 
extra sessions of their Legislatures. There was 
one State (Louisiana) in which the election takes 
place early in July, where it will not be possible for 
the electors of the State to be informed of the pas- 
sage ofthis law. It will be passing a law which, 
in its operation on that State, will b» retrospective. 
It goes to repeal the law by which the election had 
taken place before the State was notified of its ex- 
istence. In Mississippi, and other States, it would 
be necessary to have called sessions. This would 
be placing the representatiun at the mercy of the 
Governors of those States. ; 

Mr. LINN suggested to the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi [Mr. WaLgerj to accept of this as a sub- 
stitute for his amendment: 


Provided, That the provisions of this law shall not affect the 
election of members to the 28th Congress, 


Mir. L. said this would cover the whole ground. 
He would say to the friends of this bill, that if this 
proviso was adopted, it would strip it of all party 
compiexion. They could notthen be accused of 
getting up this bill for the purpose of accomplish- 
ing party motives. The Senate seemed to be so 
closely divided on the question of this second sec- 
tion, that it was hard to tell what woald be the re- 
sult for one side or another. 

Mr. WALKER said he would accep! the sub 
stitute, and withdraw his proposition for the pres- 
ent, And if the substitute did not prevail, he 
would introduce his amendment again, 
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tion, which would exempt all the States. from the 
operations of the bill forthe present. He would cere 
tainly have moved lo exclude Missourij but, as there 
were other Sates alike situated, he proposed this, 
as it would cover the whole ground. 


Mr. WALKER demanded the yeas and nays 


` on this proposition; which were ordered. 


= 


Mr. WILEIAMS called the attention of the Sen- 
ate tö the position in which his State (Maine) would 
Be placed by thissecdnd section. The last winter, 
when the Legislaturé of that State was in session, 
it was believed by that body that. the State would 
be entitled to eight Representatives under a new 
ratio. They therefore passed a law to district 
the State. for eight members, and provided, in 
the same bill, that if there should be.a different 
number assigned her, the election should be for the 
next two yeats by generalticket. The Legislature 
having met, subsequently, by special call, finding 
that Maine would be entitled to a different number 
than eight, proceeded to pass a law to district the 
State for nine and ten; so that provision was made 
to district the State for eight, nine, and ten. This 
was done to save the expense of an additional ex- 
tra session, But, by the ratio fixed in this bill, she 
will be entitled to seven only. No provision hav- 
ing been made to district the State for such.a num- 
ber, (seven,) the election will have to be made by 
general ticket. The election will take place in 
September. If the amendment of the Senator 
from Mississippi, [Mre WALKER,] or the substitute 
accepted by him, of the Senator from Missouri, 
[Mr. Linn,] was adopted, it would relieve his 
State from the embarrassment of the position in 
which the second section of. this bill would place 


her. 

Mr. HENDERSON said he had intended to 
make a proposition to exempt the State of Mis- 
sissippi from the operations of the bill for the next 
election. He thought the objects of the bill (that 
is, for districting the States, and thereby producing 
uniformity) right, and would vote for it. His 
reasons for supporting it were not based on party 
calculations. Some Senators s¢emed to think such- 
was the motive for its adoption. He did not know, 
and did not care. Believing the object to be at- 
tained Was right, he should vote for it. The elec- 
tions of the Legislature were biennial, and the 
Legislature met biennially. There would not be a 
meeting of the Legislature for nearly eighteen 
months after the election. Time and opportunity 
could not be afforded, afier the passage of this bill, 
to call the Legislature of Mississippi together, for 
the purpose of making her election system conform 
tothe law. Therefore, from a desire that his State 
shall be relieved from the difficalty waich is una- 
voidable, he would vote to exempt, not only that 
State from the operations of the bill, but others 
similarly situated. He would vote for the amend- 
ment in its present form. 

Mr. CUTHBERT made a single suggestion to 
the gentlemen who supported this bill. The Sen- 
ator from Mississippi said he was not aware that it 
affected any party. But if it was evident the bill 
had a bearing of being prompted by party motives, 
he should appeal to them whether it was consistent 
with delicacy to force it through, under such cir- 
cumstances; and ask them, would it not stand be- 
fore the people weakened by that cireumstance? 
It would naturally be concluded that it was the 
party urging the bill through, which was to benefit 
by it. He called upon them to act with that deli- 
cacy of sentiment which onght to prompt them, for 
their own credit, to make the change proposed by 
this amendment. 

Mr. ARCHER asked how this bill was to act 
for the benefit of the party advocating the clause? 

Mr. CUTHBERT observed, that it may operate 
for the benefit of a party—be would not say what 
party. But he would explain what he meant. 
Suppose Alabama was entitled to nine members; 
while under the general ticket-system, she would 
have the whole nine of the party now in the mi- 
nority in Congress; but, under the district system, 
the same party would have probably but five: would 
net that be proof that this claase acted for the 
benefit of the party forcing through the bill now 
with this clause? That party, out: of delicacy, 


Mr. LINN said he would then make the proposi. 


| 


ought, to posipene. the effect till after the election 
for. the next Congress... 
Mr. LINN had some observations to make, and 
' would. wish’ to proceed with them now, provided 
the vote on the bill could be taken this evening; 
but if it could not, he would rather defer his re. 
marks till to-morrow. 
Some conversational discussion arose about ad- 
journing, during which 
Mr. SEVIER made.a motion to adjourn; whick 
was agreed to, and 
The Senate adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
` Tursnat, June 7, 1842, 

Mr. CLIFFORD presented the resolutions of 
the Legislature of Maine, in relation to the pay 
and mileage of members of Congress, 

Also, the petition of A. L. Hobson and others, 
praying for the establishment of a mail-route. 

Mr. FILLMORE, by instructions of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, reported a bill to ex- 
tend fer a limited 
ing and collecting duties on imports. Read twice, 
referred to the Committee ef the Whole House on 
the state of the Union; and ordered to be printed. 

IN B. The bill extends the operation of the pres- 
ent tariff laws to Ist August next } 


Mr. THOS. J. CAMPBELL, on leave, intro- 
duced a bill supplementary to the act entitled “An 
act making appropriations for preventing and sup- 

, pressing Indian hostilities for the year 1839,” read 

twice, referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, and ordered to be 
printed. 


Mr. GAMBLE moved to go into Committee of 
the Whole on the siate of the Union, to tate up 
the bill from the Senate making appropriations 
for the pay of certain Georgia militia who were 
called into the service of the United States; but 
waived his motion at the request of 

Mr. FILLMORE, who moved that the House 
take up and consider the amendments made yester- 
day in Commiitee of the Whole on the army bill. 

‘Mr. CUSHING wished to have some under- 
Standing in relation to some business that had been 
deferred by general consent. He referred to the 
message of the Presideuc in relation to the New 
York custom-house investigations, on which sub- 
ject he was entitled to the floor. 

‘Mr. G. DAVIS inquired whether. the gentleman 
was in order, 

The SPEAKER said that it would be recollected 
that the subject spoken of by the gentleman from 
Massachusetts was taken up by the unanimous 
consent of the House, and was laid aside by unan- 
imous consent; for the purpose of taking up the 
army bill; and that there was an understanding at 
the time, which was put upon the journal, that it 
should be taken up when that bill was disposed of. 

‘Some conversation further ensued between 
Messrs. G, DAVIS, CUSHING, FILLMORE, 
EVERETT, and the CHAIR, on the point of order 
involved; resulting in the Speaker’s deciding that 
the gentleman from Massachusetts had a rigat to 


call up the message, and that he was entitled to the 


feor to discuss it; whereupon 

Mr. CUSHING, at the request of Mr. FILL- 
MORE, yielded his right to the floor, to enable him 
to bring up the army bill. So, 

On motion by Mr. FILLMORE, 

The House took up the bill making appropria- 
tions for the support of the army and of the mili- 
tary academy for the year 1842; the question being 
On concurring with the amendments made yester- 
day in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. MORGAN called for the previous question, 
but it was not seconded by the House. 

‘Mr, REYNOLDS moved to refer the bill toa 
select committee, with instructions to inquire into 
the expediency of abolishing the military academy 
at West Point. : 

The SPEAKER said that the motion was not 
now in order, but that it would be in order when 
the bill came up for engrossment, or on its passage. 

-Mr. REYNOLDS -asked if it was in order for 
him to say any thing in relation to the West Point 
academy at this time. 


period the present laws for lay-* 
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The SPEAKER replied that it weuld be in or- | 


der if the gentleman made a motion. `` 

Mr. REYNOLDS was about proceeding with 
Some remarks, when j : : 

Mr. ADAMS asked if it was in order for the 
genileman to make a speech on the subject of West 
Point, when the question was on concurring with 
the amendments made in Committee of the Whole. 

The SPEAKER said it wauld be in order if the 
gentleman moved an amendment. f 

Mr. ADAMS asked if it was in order to move 
an amendment, when the amendments of the Com- 
mittee of the Whole were under consideration: 

Mr. REYNOLDS. Well, I move to strike out 
the apprepriations for West Point. 

The SPEAKER. The motion is not now in or- 
der, while amendments are under consideration. 

Mr. EVERETT inquired if the Chair decided 
that a motion to amend took precedence of the 


` motion to commit. The gentleman from Mlinois 


moved to recommit the bill with instructions, He 
understood the Chair to decide that the motion 
could not be made, while a motion to amend was 
under consideration. 3 

The SPEAKER said that the question was first 
on concurring with the amendments made in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. ® 3 

Mr. McKAY wished to offer an amendment, to 
which he begged the attention of the House. Ii 
was within the recollection pf the members that, by 
the act of 1838, the pay of several of the officers 
of the army was increased: By the law as ft now 
Stod, the pay of the officers cf the staff, of the 
dragoons, of the ordnance, and of the engineer corps 
was greater than that of the artillery and infantry, 
Without going into all the details, he would con- 
tent himself with presenting a table to the House, 
showing the pay and emdlumenis of the- officers 
of all these corps. es 

Mr. McK. here read a table, showing the differ- 
ent pay and emoluments of the officers of each 
corps. 

There was also the same difference in regard to 
all the allowances which are considered under the 
head of “emoluments; 'so that officers cf the 
staff, of the dragoons, ordnance, engineer, and to- 
pographical corps, receive more than the officers of 
the artillery and infantry. This differeace had 
formed the subject of great and frequent complaint 
on the part of the officers of the latter 
corps. The officers of these two arms say : “We 
are the men who are in the field; we do the fight- 
ing, and undergo the fatigue and hardships of a 
campaign ; and there is no reason why our pay 
should not be the same as that of the officers of 
the other corps:” and they presented the alterna- 
tive to Congress, either to raise their pay, or to reduce 
that of the others to an equality with that which they 
receive, Mr. McK. admitted that there had generally 
been a difference between the pay received by the 
cfficers of the artillery and infantry, and the other 
corps. The object of the amendment made in 
Committee of the Whole, to which he referred, was 
to bring about an equality of pay among the dif- 
ferent corps of the army; butit went too far. The 
effect would be, to deprive a portion of the staff of 
what they were necessarily entitled to: he meant 
forage. As the amendment now stood, all the offi- 
cers of the army, of whatever corps, are to receive 
the same pay and emoluments as are allowed to 
the artillery and infantry; but as the officers of these 
corps are not allowed forage for horses, the staff 
officers, whose duties required of them to be 
mounted, would also be deprived of thatallowance. 


He admitted that there was a necessity for reform’ 


in one respect. By the act of 1838, the officers of 
the ordnance, engineer, and topographical corps 
are allowed the same pay and emoluments as the 
officers of dragoons. Well, a lieutenant of cavalry 
is allowed forage for two horses; and, therefore, the 
Heu tenants of the other corps just mentioned, whether 
stationed in the bureaus at Washington, or inter- 
spersed through the country, making surveys, though 
theirdutiesdu not require of them to be mounted, are 
also allowed forage, and though those on daty sur- 
veying are also allowed transportation. The al- 
lowance (Mr. McK. said) was $8 per month for each 
horse, and the officers who receive the allowance 
have to certify on honor that they actually keep the 


number they receive the allowance for; but. it- was 
notorious that the certificates had become a-mere: - 
matter of form. A member near him. suggested 
that, if they certify falsely, they would be-eashiered, 
if found out; bot the very judges who. woúld ti 
him would be those who were guilty of the sämë 
offence. Mr. McK., after a few more observa- 
tions, concluded by saying that he was aware that 
the House was impatient, and he would therefore 
occupy their attention no longer; contenting him- 
self with submitting for their consideration thë 
amendment that he proposed to offer with the 
accompanying table that he hadjjust read. Mr. McK. 
then read an amendment providing that officers 
of the staff, whose duties required of them to be 
mounted, should receive a proportionate allowaiicd 
for forage, 

Mr.§C. J. INGERSOLL desired to submit a mo- 
tion for the deliberate consideration of the House-—-a 
motion which had just been overruled, and which, 
upon a litile reflection, he was satisfied would be 


considered in order. It was to recommit the bill 


with instructions; and that.course would 
tend to the accommodation of all rouid. eh 

The SPEAKER made some inquiry; which was 
not distinetly heard. 

Mr. INGERSOLL said all be had to say was, 
that it was obvious, from whathad just fallen from 
the gentleman from North Carolina, [ Mr. McKat,] 
that they were proceeding with most perilous pre- 
cipitaney; and he should now move to recommit the 
bill to the Committee on Military Affairs, or to any 
other, as the House might determine, with instruce 
tions, such as were contained in the identical reso: 
lution by which the army was reduced in 1821, 


perhaps 


| That resolution was in the following terms: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to report. 
to this House, at the commencement of the next session of 
Congress, a plan for the reduction of the army to six thou. 
sand, non-commissioned officers, musicians, and privates, and 
such reduction of the general staff as may be re juired by thé 
state of the army as is herein propesed; and preserving such parte 
of the corps ofénginéers as, in his opinion, without regard to that 
number, it may be for the public interest to retain; and, also, 
what saving of the public revenue willbe produced by such 
an arrangement of the army as he may propose in conformity 
with this resolution. : 

He moved the recommitment of the bill with these 
instructions, (and on this he called for thé ayes and 
noes, that hte-might have the opportunity to record 
his name upon it;) and that was-althe ais 
intended to make, except to say thai it would ap- 
pear, from what had fallen from gentlemen in this 
debate, that they had arrived at such a pass in this 
country that the army cannot be reduced but ih an 
appropriation bill, when they were compelled to 
act amidst confusion and with ignorance of the 
subject. If such were to be the course, he wished 
it to-be known. Let the country know that this 
alleged failure of representative government was 
a truth. He, for one, did not believe it. And if 
this were to be done under the previous question, 
let them also know that. He, for one, was ready 
to reduce the army. He saw many gross abuses 
existing, but he would vote against any amend- 
ment that would carry this measure into effect in 
the way in which they were doing it; for he appre- 
hended the consequences would be disastrous. He 
concluded by submitting his motion to recommit 
the bill to the Military Committee, with the in- 
structions which he had specified; and, on this mo- 
lion, he called for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. FILLMORE inquired if this motion was in 
order. ‘ 

The SPEAKER was understood to reply in the 
affirmatiye. 

Mr. REYNOLDS desired to amend the motion 
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. INGER 
SOLL,] by the addition of iasiructions to inquire into 
the expediency of altering or changing the laws 
establishing the West Point academy —or, in other 
words, to abolish it. If he were not satisfied that 
he was right, he would not have troubled the com- 
mittee with the motion; but he knew the West 
Point academy must, if not abolished, be very 
much altered, to make it acceptable to the people, 
The people—and especially the farmers of the 
West—were nit willing to sustain that institution 
as now organized and conducted; and if it came 
before the people, the aristocratic influence which 
sustained that institution would come to naught, 

The gentleman from New York, [Mr. Warp,] 


intis remarks on this bill a few days ago, said the 
Democratic party, with which he was allied, would 
hot sustain a National Bank, because they were of 
opinion that the Constitution gave Congress no 
authority. to charter such an institution, ~He 
(Mr: R.) now asked that gentleman to go a 
step further, and apply the Constitution to the 
West Point academy. He found nothing in the 
Constitution to authorize such an` institution. 
This-was a country in which every individual was 
expected to depend on his own talents and his own 
discretion; and they each constrned the Constitu- 
tion according to the dictates of their own- eon- 
sciences. He revered the names of Washington, 
and. of ‘Jefferson, and of Jackson; but he venera- 


ted his own opinion of the Consiituiion more. || 


Washington, it was true, had recommended a mil 
itary academy; but Washington had also (besides 
signing the charter of a United States Bank) sub- 
mitted to the wisdom of Congress a National Uni- 
versity. He believed that Washington was wrong 
in his recomméndation of a National University. 
Was: there any individual in this community will- 
ing at this time to establish a National University 
ia this country? The reason given was, that it 
would qualify gentlemen for high stations, by edu- 
Gating them at the public expense; and for some 
such reason the West Point academy was spoken 
into existence, and it was made to rest on the same 
foundation. .A strict constructionist of Virginia 
had deemed it unconstitutional to be buried in the 
congressional burying.ground at the public ex- 
pense; whereas the strict constractionisis of that 
State were willing that the West Point academy 
should. live and flourish, with no authority in the 
Gonstitution for its establishment. He believed 


the more those gentlemen investigated the Consti» į 


tution, the less friendly they would be to some 
things established under it. 

Amongs! other abuses of the West Point acade- 
my, he called the at 'ention of the House to the fae 
that forty cadets graduated every year, not balf of 
whom entered, or were required for, the army. 
Was it right, then, to educate eighteen or twenty 
gentlemen at the public expense, whea they were 
not required for the public service? He proceeded 
to point out other objectionable features in that in- 
stitution, and, in support of bis positions, read an 
extract from a publication by Mr. Leggett, editor 
of.the Plain Dealer and the Evening Post. 


Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL was understood to ask 
the gentleman some question in relation to the fact 
that three bighly respectable bishops had been edu- 
cated at West Point. 


Mr. SPRIGG also wished the gentleman to in- 
form the House how he intended tv vote, that his 
object might Be understcod, 


Mr. REYNOLDS replied that he’ did not intend 
to vote for the bili if the West Point academy was 
retained in it. And in reference to the inquiry of 
the gentleman from Pennsyivaaia, he said he be- 
lieved the academy was perverted from its original 
intention, when it educaied bishops instead of sol- 
diers. As well might this Government establish a 
church, or create a religion. He objected to the 
West Point academy, also, that it was a monopoly, 
and confined to the sons of gentlemen, without ref- 
erence io talent. When that instilution was es- 
tablished, probably the country needed literature 
more than it dees now; and he now thought it 
wonld be better to wait and see what a man was, 
before he was put into the army: for he believed 
nobcedy would like to trust the fate of this nation to 
ihe cadets at West Point. , He considered thom 
like other individuals; some being meritorious and 

some otherwise—but be trusted there would be such 
an amendment as would make that institution ac- 
cepiable to the public. 

Mr. HOLMES replied to the gentleman from 
lilinois, and, as applicable to his arguments, he. 
quoted from Gullivers Travels, to show that the 
Lilliputians could not conceive that there were oikër 
nations or other interests that those of thore litile 
men. Peradventure there were large cities and 
commercial districts ia this Union; but they came 
lol. within the scope of the legislation of the gen- 
an. from-Ilinojs, because, forsocth, they were 
icy but -he begged to remind that gentle- 
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man that there. were other interests than those of 
that gentleman and his constituents. 

"Toere were two amendizients before the House— 
one of which was offered by the-gent'eman from 
Pennsylvania, who. had made some reflections cn 
the preéipitaney with which they proceeded on 


` such important subjects. They saw yesterday some 


twenty amendments offered and acted upon, with: 
out explanation or observation, going te modify, if 
not todesiroy, an essential elerment of our protection; 
and had it not been for the motion of the gentleman 
from Kentucky [Mr. Serica] to postpone the bill, 
that the amendments might be printed; they would 
have rushed into the vortex; under the operation of 
“the gag system.” But a night’s reflection had 
taught them to pause; and the discussion which had 
ensued had shown them some of the difficulties 
which this subject involved. . The quéstion; as it 
was submitted by the. gentleman from Pennsy!- 
vania, was one of vital importance. He deemed 
it very important that a skeleton army should be 
maintained, with officers experienced and disei- 
plined; for it would be calamitous, in an emergency, 
to find that the staff was ineificiént to the discharge 
of its daties.in the disciplining of recruits. . He, 
therefore; begged gentlemen to pause. The army 
and the navy were great subjects of expenditure, 
but they were the great subjetts of protection. 

He then again took up the argument of the gen- 
tleman from [llinois, and he denied that there was 
any analogy belween a United States Bank and 


- the West Point academy. The West Point acad- 


emy was nothing more than a school of organiza» 
tion—-a school of instruction for the army. The 
power of raising and disciplining an army he 
deemed to be constitutional. He knew not whether 
a National University for the education and train- 
ing up of statesmen would be deemed constitu- 
tional, according to the expansive construction of 
the gentleman from Illinois; but, in the Government 
of this country, enlightened statesmen were very 
much wanted, and it would be advantageous if 
there was some institution to raise them up. 

If there were a greater number of graduates at 
West Point than were required for the army, were 
not the advantages to the country felt in the or- 
ganization of a milita and volunteer companies, 
which there graduates aided essentially by the 
lights which they got from the glorious institution 
at West Point? 

But what was the main objection of the gentle- 
man to the academy at West Point? It gave young 
men an education without expense; and, if what 
the gentleman had said was trae, this education 
was only offered to the sons of the nobility or aris- 
tocracy in this country. Such was not the fact. 
How many men were there at this time engaged in 
constructing railroads, and carrying on great civil 
work, who never could have obtained a competent 
education but at West Poin? Again: the gentle- 
man had said that the academy was of no use, be- 
cause it bred up officers before it was known 
whether they would be fit for the service. The 
gentleman objected to training up men to the pro- 
fession, for fear some might not prove competent to 
discharge its duties. Really, to his mind, this 
seemed to be about as much assaying that, before a 
child should be sent to school, he should be aliowed 
to grow up to manhood, in order that it might be 
seen to what profession he was adapted. 

Tp spite of the sneers against the aristocracy and 
the gentility of this iustitation, he imagined ibere 
would be found sufficisat comprehension in ine 
country to know that, notwitistanding its existence, 
we shouid be in no danger from a standing army; that 
our depeudence would ever have to be upon the 
militia of the country; and ihat it was necessary to 
have a school which wouid diffuse throughout the 
country the military science, so that at any moment 
it might be brought into practical operation. Tue 
argument of the gentleman, that this seademy 
would make priests, and furnish them with the 
military art, so that they could command the 
chureh militant to the imminent danger of ibe peo- 
ple, he thought was a mere spectre. He could 
not himself apprehend any danger, even though 
the people, when called out on the oceasinen of a 
sodden invasion by the Indiaas, were headed by a 
priest, as In the time of the Crusadgs. 


He hoped, in conclusion, that the House would 
not concur with the gentleman in his opinion of 


. the inefficiency of the academy; but would appro- 


7 


otoan appropriation, 


priate such a sum of money as would adequately 
defend the nation, so that the-whole people might 
repose in safety under the shadow of our great 
country. 

Mr. BARNARD, after calling for the reading 
of the instractions, moved to strike out all after 
the word “instructions,” and insert: 

“To report what modifications, if any, should be made inthe 
existing organization of the army; and in Case, in their opinion, 
it should be reduced, to reporta plan; also, an amendment to 
the bill,so that the appropriations contained in it shall be in 
conformity te such reorganization.” i 

He was aware of the importance cf making 
speedy appropriations {or the support of the army. 
It was now full time that it had been done; and all 
knew that, but for the efforts by means of provisoes 
to tie bill=sthe objeet of which was to procure a 
reorganization of the army—the appropriation 
would have long since beén made. The House, 
however, seemed tó. have adcpted its course; and 
the votes taken yesterday in Committee of the 
Whole clearly indicated its disposition to reduce 
the appropriations. If that was the solemn deter- 
mination of the House, he submiited whether it 
would not be moře wise to make the reductions 
and appropriations according to some well-devised 
system of reorganization. On such a condition 
only would he consent to recommit the bill. i If the 
House was determined not to make appropriations 
for the existing army, in the name of common 
sense, of justice, of law, and the Constitution, let it 
be reduced according to some proper system. What 
was proposed in these provisoes? He would call 
the attention of the House to one or two, in order 
to discover what would be the effect of a proviso 
The first was, that the re- 
cruiting service should cease until. the number of 
non-commissioned officers and. privates was res 
duced to the standard of 1821. Was not that the 
object? Look at the effect and operation of the 
proviso. Thearmy would be reduced to the or- 
ganization-—— 

Here Mr. McKAY said the gentleman was mis- 
taken in the effect of the proviso. It would not be 
to reduce the army to.the number in 1821. It 
would leave undisturbed the regiment of infantry 
and one regiment of dragoons, raised in 1838. It 
would leave the army much larger than it was in 
1821—about 8,000 men. 

Mr. BARNARD understood the object of the 
gentleman from North Carolina; but that gentle- 
man was mistaken in the effect, and he thought he 
could show him that he was before he took his 
seat. The recruiting service was to cease, accord- 
ing to the proviso. The whole of it would cease 
until certain things were accomplished. What 
things? Until the number of privates, &e., should 
be reduced to the standard of 1821. Was there 
any exception in relation to the regiments added in 
1838? No; and the necessary effect of the proviso, 
when in full operation, would be to leave four come 
panies of artillery standing without men, and the 
officers of one entire regiment also without men. 
Recruiting was to be stopped until the companies 
arrived at the standard of 1821. Taking, then, the 
proviso as it stood, he ceclared that the necessary 
operation and effect of it was to leave the officers 
of four companies of artillery without men, and 
one regiment of infantry. These were. not pros 
posed to be reduced by diminishing the number of 
men in the companies by striking off sixteen men 
from each, bat by ceasing the recruiting service. 
By the law of 1832, there were attached to the ord- 
nance department 250 men, with a sergeant for 
each score. The operation of the proviso would 
be, to reduce all of these before the recruiting ser- 
vice could be renewed. He was not much cf a 
military man, and had but little military mind; hë 
was nai, therefore, aware of what corps these men 
belonged to, ; 

Mr. McKAY said they were attached to the ord- 
nance establishment, and were separate and distinct 
from the artillery and infantry. i 

Mr. BARNARD apprehended they would all be> 
reduced by the proviso to ihe standard of 1821. 
But, in addition to these effects which he bad Stated, 
there were others. Who could tell in what manner 


B 


BY 


LAIR AND RIVES. 


B71 CONG. 2D SESS. 


Continued from No. 37. 


the reduction would be made, and how long it 
would be before it was fally attained? -Did the 
power. exist with-the Executive to transfer men 
from company to company? . Was there any pow- 
‘er by which the deficiency cf one company could 
be supplied from another? He knew of none; and 
if such was the fact, (as he apprehended it was,) 
there would be many officers without msn to ccm- 
mand. 

‘He would not dwell further on this part of the 
‘subject, because there was. another position waich 
he took, and which he would press upon the serious 
consideration ef the House. It was propozed by 
this proviso to enact a law. Do you enact a 
law? No. He averred not. You -propose to 
repeal an existing law by a proviso, He denied 


Ahe power of the House to repeal a law by means - 


of a proviso to an appropriation bill. It might, 
‘by adding a condition to the application of an 
“appropriation, suspend the operation of a law. 
Sach would be the physical power of Congress; 
-buta mere suspension of the law would be the 
-only legal effect of sach a proviso or condition. 
The appropriation bill read “Be it enacted, &c., 
‘that the following sums be, and the same are 
hereby appropriated; provided” so and so. The 
effect of the proviso would be to make the appro- 
~priation conditional. The House might make an 
appropriation on condition, or it might refuse to 
‘appropriate at all; ithad the physical power to 
refuse. But wouid it be creditable legislation to 
do so? Any proviso, too, which might be attached, 


fell with the annual bill; and he ventured to assert . 


that no court in the United States would decide to 
the contrary. Gentlemen would perceive that he 
‘here touched on the question whether the House 
had a right to withhold appropriations to carry out 
existing laws? He denied the right of the House 
-to do’any such thing, and contended that the exist- 
ing laws of the land were as binding upon this 
House as they were upon individuals. If they 


were not binding upon a number of Represenia- 


tives, why on the people? Could gentlemen name 
an occasion for the exercise, after it was granted, 
‘of-this‘extraordinary power to refuse appropriations 
to carry into effect existing laws? fe (Mr. B.) 
“held that the proviso or condition would expire 
~with the bili; and that every officer and soldier not 
provided for in this bill, if he continued in service, 
“would be entitled to receive pay hereafter. 

The next proviso was in relation to the 2d re- 
giment of dragoons. And what did it amount to? 
That no part of this appropriation should be applied 
towards their pay and subsistence. But ihe 2d 

- regiment of dragoons existed bY law; and this pro- 
viso would not affect them after the operation of 
this bill was past. It was true, as was remarked 
by the gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. 
Apams,] that the President had the power to di:- 
pense with the services of this regiment at any 
-tintie; and he hoped the power would be exercised, 
in case this proviso should be inserted in the 

` bill. 

He referred to the comparison which gentlemen 
bad made between ihe power of the House to re- 
fase appropriations, and that of the House of 
Commons`to refuse supplies to the King; and con- 
tended that there was no analogy between the two 
cases. In England, the constitution recognise 
this power as one to be exercised by the Commons 
in cases of emergency, and where the King was 
disposed to carry on an expensive war. But were 
this House to undertake such a thing, it would be 
assuming to itself the power of dispensing with the 

Jaws of ine land, which, by the Constitution, be- 

- Jonged to the President, the Senate, and the House 
of Representatives jointly. l 

He expressed bis deep regret that, on this occa- 
“gion, he could not vote with the venerable gentle- 
“yan who sat near him, [Mr. Apams,] whose lead 

' “We-was generally proud to follow. But the argu- 
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the army by means of a proviso to the bill, had 


failed to.convince him. He objected to the mode 
in which it was sought to reduce the army, and 
thought the House had not sufficient information 
at this ‘ime to enable it to act with wisdom. He 
hoped the appropriations would be carried as re- 
ported from the Committee of Ways and Means, 
and -then Jook to the intelligent Committee on 
Military Affairs for the proper reductions and re- 
forms. 


Mr. ANDREWS inquired whether the amend- 
ment submitted by the gentleman from New York 
{Mr. Barwarp] was in order. 

The SPEAKER decided it was not. 

After some conversation between Messrs, FIL- 
MORE and BARNARD, 3 

Mr. W. COST JOHNSON asked the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. C.J. INGERSOLL] to accept 
a modification of his amendment, which he had 
prepared, and which would get his vote. It was, 
that the bill be referred to the Commiitee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, with instructions to examine and re- 
port a bill making such changes in the present sys- 
tem, and introducing such a reorganization of the 
army, as they might deem wise and consistent with 
a due regard to economy and efficiency. 

Mr. C J. INGERSOLL signified bis acceptance 
of the modification of bis own preposition. 

Mr. FILUMORE obtained ihe floor, and said he 
was not cpposed to a reduction of the army, but 
epacurred in the opinions expressed by the gentle- 
man from New York [Mr. Barnarp] that it was 
improper to reduce it by an appropriation bill. He 
thought gen femen must be satisfied that many of 
the votes—taken amid the confusion of the Frouse— 
were given without due deliteration. The reason 
this bill was pressed forward at tbis time, before 
the revenue bill, was the exhausted condition of the 
department, and that our starving army might be 
relieved. He hed this day been informed by an 
officer of high character that the Quartermaster’s 
department was now indebted $200,000 for ad- 
vances made. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL inquired whether—if 
the appropriation bill passed, according to the 
wishes of the gentleman—there would be any mo- 
ney in the Treasury to pay the army? 

Mr. FILLMORE said he understuod there was; 
but, ata‘Levents, whether there was money in the 
Treasury or not, the Hou-e would have done its 
duty by passing sho bill. 

Mr. MERIWETHER sai! the House was ready 
to pass the bill at once. [A voice: That is only 
your own opinton.] 

Mr. FILLMORE manifested his willingness, if 
it should be the pleasure of the House, to forego de- 
bate, and yield the floor to any gentleman who would 
move the previons question. 

Mr. YORKE moved the previous question. 

Mr. GAMBLE asked whether the amendments 
offered in Committee of the Whole, and negatived, 
could be offered to the House. 

The SPEAKER said no. 

Mr. W. C. JOHANSON asked if the effect of 
susiaining the previous question would net be to 
cut off the instructione, and bring the committee to 
a direct vole on ike amendments of the Committee 
of the Whole, a 

Toe SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

The question was then taken by tellers, (Messrs. 
C. Jonssox sad McKennan,) and resulied—yeas 
87, nays 77. , 

So the previous question was sustained, 

On ordering the main question, Mr. ANDREWS 
of Keatucky for the yeas and nays; bat the 
call was net sustained by one-fifth of those present. 

The main question was then ordered without a 
division. : 

Mr. GRANGER asked for a division of the 
question, so as to take in the first proviso of the 
anendmen’, as follows, waich was agreed to : 

Provided, That the recruiting service shall cease until the 


y ments of that gentleman in favor of a reduction of | number of non-commissioned officers and privatesin the yari- 


ous companies of the several artillery and infantry regiménia 
shall be reduced by death, expiration of term of. ser y OF 
other causes, and such discharges asthe President inay; “frone 
time to time, direct, to the number fixed by the act entitled “An 
aci to reduce and fix the military peace establishment ‘of ‘thes 
Uaited States, approved March 2d, 18212? À 


On taking this question, the vote was yeas 1135 
nays 84, as follows: 5 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Arrington, Atherton, Aycrigg, Bee- 
son, Bidlack, Black, Boardman, Boyd, Briggs, Aaron V, Browns 
Charles Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Burke, Patrick C. Caldwell, 
Calhoun, John Campbell, Wm. B. Campbell, Thomas J. 
Campbell, Caruthers, Cary, Casey, Chapman, Clinton, Colquitt,’ 
Mark A. Cooper, Cowen, Daniel, G. Davis, R. D. Davis, De« 
berry, Doan, Doig, Eastman, Egbert, John G. Floyd, Ò. Aw 
Floyd, Fornance, A. Lawrence Foster, Gamble, Gerry, Giddings, 
Gilmer, Goggin, Patrick G. Goode, Wm. 0, Goode, Grahamg 
Gustine, Gwin, Hall, Harris, John Hastings, Hays, .Holmesg 
Houck, Houston, Hubard, Hunter, Jack, Cave Johnson, Johin 
W. Jones, Keim, Lane, Lewis, Linn, Abraham McClellan, 
Robert McClellan, McKay, McKeon, Mathews, Mattocks, May~ 
nard, Medill, Meriwether, Mitchell, Moore, Morgan, Newhardy 
Patridge, Payne, Pickens, Plumer, Pope, Reed, Reding, 
Rencher, Reynolds, Rhett, Rogers, W. Russell, J. M, Russelty 
Saunders, Shaw, Shepverd, Shields, Slade, Snyder, Spriggs 
Steenrod, Stratton, J. F. Stuart, Sumter, Sweney, John Ba 
Thompson, Turney, Underwood, Van Buren, Warren, Watter~ 
son, Weller, Westbrook, Christopher H. Williams, and Augus” 
tus Young— 113. : oe 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Landaf W., Andrews, Baker, Bar- 
nard, Barton, Birdseye, Blair, Botts, Bowne, Brewster, 
Brockway, Bronson, Burnell, Wm. Butter, Chittenden, John 
C. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, Clifford, James Cooper, Cranstong 
Cravens, Cross, Cushing, Dawson, Dean, Joha ©. Edwards, 
Everett, Ferris, Fessenden, Fillmore, 'T. F. Foster, Grangery 
Habersham, Halsted, Howard, Hudson, Hunt, Charles J. In~ 
gersoll, J R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, Wm, W. Irwin, James, 
William Cost Johason, Isaac D. Jones, John P. Ketinedyy 
King, Lowell, McKennan, Alfred Marshall, Samson Masons 
Maxwell, Miller, Morris, Morrow, Oliver, Osborne, Pendleton, 
Powell, Ramsay, Benjamin Randall, Alexander Randal}, Rane 
dolph, Ridgway, Riggs, Rodney, Roosevelt, Saltonstall, Tru» 
man Smith, Stanly, Stokely, ‘Taliaferro, Tillinghast; Tolandy 
Tomlinson, Trumbull, Van Rensselaer, Ward, Washington, 
Joseph L. White. Thos, W. Williams, Jon L. Walliams, 
Wise, Yorke, and John Young—84. ` 


On motion by Mr. GRANGER, the remaining 
portion of the amendment was divided soas to 
take the question on the second proviso, as fol« 
lows: $ 


And provided, further, That no part. of this appropriation 
shall be applied, after the thirtieth day of September next, to 
the payment of the regiment ef dragoons established atid au« 
thorized by the act of 20th May, 1836, : 

Mr. MOORE called for the yeas and nays on 
this question; which, being ordered, resulted in yeas 
97, nays 100, as follows: . 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Arnold, Arrington, Atherton, Ay- 
crigg, Beeson, Black, Boardman, Boyd, Brockway, Aaron V. 
Brown, Burke, William Butler, Patrick C. Caldwell, Calhoun, 
John Campbell, William B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, 
Caruthers, Cary, Casey, Chapman, Mark A. Couper, Cowen, 
Daniel, Dean, Deberry, Doig, Eastman, Bebert, John G. Floyd, 
Charles A. Floyd, Fornaace, A. Lawrence Foster, Gerry, Gogs 
gin, William O. Goode, Graham, Green, Gustine, Gwin, Hall, 
Houck, Houston, Hubard, Hunter, Jack, Cave Johnson, John 
W., Jones, Keim, Lewis, Linn, Abraham McClellan, McKay, 
Mathews, Mattocks, Maynard. Meriwether, Mitchell, Osborne, 
Owsley, Patridge, Payne, Pickens, Plumer, Pope, Read, 
Reding, Rencher, Reynolds, Rhett, Rogers, William Russell, 
James M. Russell, Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, Shields, Slade, 
Snyder, Sprigg, Stanly, Steenrod, Stratton, John T, Stuart, 
Summers, Sweney, John B. ‘hompson, Turney, Underwood, 
Warren, Washington, Watterson, Weller, Westbrook, ©, H. 
Williams, and Augustus Young—97. 

NAYS—Messts. Allen, Landaff W. Andrews, Barnard, Bar- 
ton, Bidlack, Birdseye, Blair, Botts, Bowne, Brewster, Briggs, 
Bronson, Charles Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Childs, Chittenden, 
Staley N. Clarke, Clifford, Clinton, Cranston, Cravens, Cross, 
Cushing, Richard D. Davis, Dawson, Doan, Everett, Ferris, 
Fessenden, Fillmore, Thomas F. Foster, Gamble, Gilmer, P. 
G. Goole, Granger, Habersham, Halsted, Harris, Hays, 
Holmes, Howard, Hudson, Hunt, Charles J Ingersoll, Joseph 
R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, William W., Irwin, James; William 
Cost Johnson, Isaac D. Jones, John P. Kennedy, King, Lane, 
Littlefield, Lowell, Robert McCletlan, McKennan, McKeon, 
Alfred Marshall, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Maxwell, Medill, 
Miller, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Newhard, Oliver, 
Pendleton, Powell, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, Alexander 
Randall, Randolph, Ridgway, Riggs, Rodney, Saltonstall, 
Framar Smith, Stokely, Sumter, Taliaferro, Tillinghast, To- 
land, Tomlinson, Trumbull, Van Buren, Van Rensselaer, 
Ward, Edward D. White. Joseph L. White, Thomas W. Wil- 
liama, Joseph L. Williams, Wise, Yorke, and John Young 
—100. 

"Poe auestion then came vp on the third division 
of the first amendment, as follows: rear 

And provided, alsa, That no money appropriated ia this bill, 
or herea fier appropriated.sbal! be applied to the payment ofany 
larger stim of money to the officers attached to the general staff, 
to-wit those in the Adjutant General’s Department, the Inm» 
spector General’s Department, the Quartermaster General's 
Department, the Subsistence Department. the Purchasimg De- 
partment, the Medical Department, the Pay Department, the 
corps of Engineers, the Topographical Engineers, the Ord- 
nance Department, and the Military Academy, than the suma 
now paid to the officers of the same grade in the infanty and ars 


kg 


tillery. service; whether. the same be for their pay or’ emolu» 
ments, or. any other service. 7 
The yeas and nays having been ordered, the 
questien was taken on this amendment, and result- 
edima decision in the affirmative—yeas 110, nays: 
83, as follows: i l , 
YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Arnold, Arrington, Atherton, 
Aycrigg, Beeson, Bidlack, Black, Boardman, Boyd, Aaron V. 
Brown, Charles Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Burke, William 
“Butler, Patrick C. Caldwell, Calhoun, John Campbell, William 
B, Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Cary, Casey, 
Chapman, Clifford, Mark A. Cooper, Cowen, Daniel, Garrett 
Davis, Richard D. Davis, Deberry, Doan, Doig, Eastman, John 
©. Edwards, Egbert, John G. Floyd, Charles A.. Floyd, For- 
nance, A, Lawrence Foster, Gerry, Giddings, Gilmer, Goggin, 
Patrick G. Goode, William O: Goode, Graham, Green, Gwin, 
‘Hali, Harris, John Hastings; Hays, Houck; Houston, Hubard, 
Hunter, James Irvin, Jack, Cave Johnson, John: W. Jones, 
Keim, Lane, Lewis, Linn, Litttefield, Abraham McClellan, Mc- 
Kay, McKeon, Alfred Marshall, Mathiot, Mathews, Mattocks, 
Maynard, Medill, Meriwether, Mitchell, Moore, Owsley, Pat- 
ridge, Payne, Pendleton, Pickens, Pope, Ramsey, Read, Red- 
ing, Rencher, Reynolds, Rogers, Roosevelt, William Russell, 
James M. Russell, Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, Shields, Sprigg, 
Stanly, ‘Steenrod, Stratton, Summers, Sweney, Turney, 
Underwood, Warren, Weller, Westbrook, James W, Williams, 
Christopher H. Williams, and Augustus Young.—110. ` 
NAYS—Messrs. Landaf W. Andrews, Baker, Barnard, Bar- 
ton, Birdseye, Blair, Bowne, Brewster, Briggs, Brockway, 
Bronson, Chittenden, John ©. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, Clinton, 
‘Cranston, Cravens, Cross, Cushing, Dawson, Dean, Everett, 
Ferris, Fessenden, Fillmore, Thomas F, Foster, Gamble, 
Granger, Gustine, Habershani, Halsted, Holmes, Howard, 
Hudson, Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, 
` James; William Cost Johnson, Isaac D. Jones, John P. Ken- 
nedy, King, Lowell, Robert McClellan, McKennan, Samson 
Mason, Maxwell, Miller, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Oliver, Os- 
horne, Plumer, Powell, Benjamin Randall, Alexander Randall, 
Randolph, Rhett, Ridgway, Riggs, Rodney, Saltonstall; Tra- 
man Smith, Stokely, John T. Stuart, Sumter, John B. Thomp- 
son, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Trumbull, Van Rensse-~ 
daer, Ward, Wasbington, Edward D; White, Joseph L. White, 
Thomas W. Williams, Joseph. L. Williams, Wise, Yorke, and 
John Yong.—83. 


The next amendment, providing that hereafter 
no additional rations shall be allowed to the com- 
manding officers of separate posts, was concurred 
in—yeas 105, nays 89, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs, Arnold, Arrington, Atherton, Aycrigg, Bee- 
son, Bidlack, Black, Boardman, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, M. 
Brown, C. Brown, J. Brown, Burke, P, C. Caldwell, Calhoun, 
William B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, 
Car 1 Caney Chapman, Clifford, M. A. Cooper, Cowen, Dan- 
jel, Richar b. Davis, Deberry, Doan, Doig, Eastman, J. C. Ed- 
wards, Egbert, Ferris, John G. Floyd, Churles A. Floyd, For- 
nance, A. L. Foster, Gerry, Gilmer, Goggin, Wm. O. 
Goode, Graham, Gustine, Gwin, Harris, John Hastings, Hays, 
Hopkins, Houck, Wouston, Howard, Hubard, Hunter, Jack, 
James, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Keim, Lewis, Littlefield, 
‘Abraham: ‘McClellan, Robert McClellan, McKay, McKeon, 
Marchand, Mathiot, Mathews, Mattocks, Maynard, Medill, 
Meriwether, Mitchell, Newhard, Owsley, Payne, Pickens, 
Plumer, Pope, Ramsey, Read, Reding, Rencher, Reynolds, 
Rogers, Roosevelt, Wm. Russell, James M. Russell, Shaw, 
Shepperd, Shields, Snyder, Sprigg, Steenrod, Stokely, Stratton, 
Sumter, Sweney, John B. Thompson, Underwood, Van Buren, 
Warren, Watterson, Weller, Westbrook, Joseph L, White, 
James W, Williams, Christopher H. Williams, and Joseph L. 
Williams 105. 

NAYS~—Messrs, Adams, Allen, L. W. Andrews, Barnard, 
Barton, Blair, Bowne, Brewster, Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, 
William Buter, William O. Butter, John Campbell, Childs, 
Chittenden, John C. Clark, Staley N, Clarke, Clinton, Cranston, 
Cravens, Cross, Cushing, Garrett Davis, Dawson, Dean, Ev- 
erett Fessenden, Fillmore, T, F, Foster, Gamble, P, G. Goode, 
Granger, Green, Habersham, Hali, Halsted, Holmes, Howard, 
Hudson, Hunt, ©. J. Ingersoll, J. R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, 
WwW, W. Lewin, W. C. Johnson, Isaac D. Jones, John P. Ken- 
nedy, King, Lane, Linn, Lowell; J. S. Mason, Maxwell, Miller, 
Moore, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Oliver, Osborne, Pendle- 
ton, Powell, Beojamin Randall. A, Randall, Randolph, Ridg- 
way, Riggs, Rodney, Saltonstali; Truman Smith, Stanly, John 
T. Stuart, Summers, Taliaferro, R. W. Thompson, Tilling- 
haat, Toland, ‘Tomlinson, Trumbull, Van Rensselaer, Ward, 
Washington, Edward D. White, Thomas W. Williams, Wise, 
Yorke, and Augustus Young—89. 


' Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky moved the re- 
consideration of the vole, by which the 2d divisioa 
of the Ist amendment, cutting off the appropria- 
tion for the 2d regiment of dragoons, was rejected, 
and called for the yeas and nays; which were or- 
dered, and 

On taking the question, it was decided in the af- 
firmative—yeas 94, nays 89. 

The question then recurred on concurring in the 
2d division of the 1st amendment; and it was de- 
cided in the affirmative—yeas 94, nays 83, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Landaff W. Andrews, Arnold, Ar- 
rington, Atherton, Aycrigg, Beeson, Black, Boyd, Milton Brown, 
Burke, Wm. Butler, Patrick C. Caldwell, Calhoun, John Camp- 
beil, William B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, 
Casey, Chapman, Colquitt, Mark A. Cooper, Cowen, Daniel, 
Garrett Davis, Dean, Deberry, Eastman, Egbert, John G. Floyd, 
Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, A. L. Foster, Gerry, Giddings, 
Gilmer, Goggin, William O. Goode, Graham, Gieen, Gwin, 
Hall, Houston, Haberd, Hunter, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, 
‘Keim, Lawrence, Lewis, McKay, Mathews, Mattocks, Maynard, 

; Meriwether, Mitchell, Morgan, Osborne, Owsley, Patridge, 
P: » Pickens, Pope, Benj, Randall, Read, Reding, Rencher, 
ids, Rhett, Rogers, Wm. Russell, James M. Russell, 


haw, Sheppard, Slade, ‘Snyder, Sprigg, Stanly, 
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. Steenrod, Stratton, John T. Stuart, Summers, Sweney, John B. 


Thompson, ‘Turney, Underwood, Warren, Washington, Weller, 


Westbrook, C. H. Williams, and John Young—94. 


NAYS—Messrs, Allen, Baker, Barnard, Barton, Birdseye, 
Blair, Briggs, Bronson, A. V. Brown, Chas. Brown, J. Brown, 
Burnell, Wm. O. Buder, Childs, Chittenden, Clifford, Cranston, 
Cravens, Cross, Cushing, Richard D. Davis, Dawson, John ©, 
Edwards, Everett, Ferris, Fessenden, Fillmore, Gamble, P. G. 
Goode,. Granger, Gustine, Habersham, Halsted, Harris, John 
Hastings, Holmes, Hopkins, Howard, Hudson, ©. J, Inge®oll, 
J. R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, W. W. Irwin, James, Wm, Cost 
Johnson, Isaac D. Jones, John P. Kennedy, King, Lane, Little- 
field, Lowell, Robert McClellan, McKennan, McKeon, A. Mar- 
shall, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Maxwell, Medill, Miller, Moore, 
Morris, Morrow, Newhard, Oliver, Plumer, Powell, Ramsey, 
Alexander Randall, Randolph, Ridgway, Riggs, Rodney, Roose- 
velt, Salstonstall, Shields, Truman Smith, Stokely, Sumter; 
Taliaferro, R. W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, 
Trumbull, Van Buren, Van Rensselaer, Ward, E. P. White, 
Joseph L. White, Joseph L, Williams, Wise, and Wood—83, 


All the amendments were then concurred in, ex- 
cept the amendment to the 21st item, which pro- 
vided that no ordnance storekeeper shall receive for 
his services a greater compensation ihan is allowed 
by tne act of 5th Apri), 1832; which was. not con- 
curred in. 


The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading; and it was ordered to be read a third 
time “now.” 

The bill was read a third time by its title; and 
on the question of its passage— 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON moved to commit the 
bill to the Committee on Military Affairs, with in- 
structions to report, at as early a day aspracticable, 
a bill, so medified and improved, asto present such 
a military system as may be. consistent with a due 
regard to efficiency and economy. ; 

After a few words of explanation from Mr. W. 
COST JOHNSON, and in reply by Mr. CAVE 
JOHNSON, the latter gentleman moved the pre- 
vious question; and the ayes and noes were ordered 
on ihe passage of the bill. 

Mr. CUSHING asked to be excused from voting 
on the passage of the bill. If he voted in the af- 
firmative, it might imply an approval of this ill- 
Givixion, destructive of tha military force of the 
country; and if he voted in the negative, he might 
be construed as refusing any military appropria- 
tion whatever, 


The House refured to exeuse Mr, Cusuine from 
voling—-ayes 72, noes 81. 

The question was then taken on the passage of 
ihe bill, and resulted—ayes 163, noes 22, as fol 
ows: 


YEAS.—Messrs, Adams, Allen, Landat? W, Andrews, Ar- 
nold, Arrington, Atherton, Aycrigg, Baker, Barnard, Beeson, 
Birdseye, Klack, Blair, Boardman, Boyd, Briggs, Bronson, 
Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Burke, 
William Butler, William O. Butler, Green W, Caldwell, Pa. 
trick © Caldwell, Calhoun, John Campbell, William B. Camp, 
bell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Cary, Casey, Chapman, 
Chiids, Chittenden, Joha C, Clark, Staley N. Clarke, Clifford. 
Colquitt, Mark A. Cooper, Cowen, Cravens, Daniel, Garrett 
Davis, Richard D. Davis, Deberry, Doig, Eastman, John ©. 
Edwards, Egbert, Fessenden, Fillmore, John G. Floyd, For- 
nance, Gamble, Gerry, Giddings, Gilmer, Goggin, Patrick G 
Goode, William O. Guode, Grabam, Granger, Green, Gustine, 
Gwin, Wabersham, Halt, Halsted, John Hastings, Hopkins, 
Houck, Houston, Howard, Hubard, Hudson, Hunter, Hunt, 
Joseph R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, William W. Irwin, Jack, 
James, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Keim, John P. Ken- 
nedy, King, Lane, Lawrence, Lewis, Linn, Littlefield, Lowell, 
Abraham McClellan, Robert. McClellan, McKay, McKennan, 
McKeon, Marchand, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Medill, 
Meriwether, Mitchell, Moore, Morgan, Morrow, Newhard, 
Oliver, Osborne, Owsley, Parmenter, Patridge, Payne, Pen- 
dieron, Pickens, Plumer, Pope, Powell, Ramsay, Benjamin 
Randull, Alexander Randall, Randolph, Read, Reding, Rench- 
er, Ridgway, Rodney, William Russell, James M. Russell, Shep- 
perd, Slade, Truman Smith, Sprigg, Stanly, Steenrod, Stokely, 
Stratton, John T. Stuart, Summers, Sumter, John B.Thomp- 
son, Richard W. Thompson, Toland, Trambull, Turney, Un- 
derwood, Van Buren, Warren, Washingion, Waiterson, Weller, 
Westbrook, Edward D. White, Jpseph L. White, Thomas W. 
Williams, Christopher H. Wiliams, Joseph E. Williams, 
Wood, Yorke, Augustus Young, and John Young—163. 

_ NAYS.—Messrs. Barton, Bowne. Brewsier, Charles Brown, 
Clinton, Coles, Cranston, Cross, Dawson, Ferris, Charles A, 
Floyd, Charles J. Ingersoll, Isaac D. Jones, Samson Mason, 


Miller, Reynolds, Riggs, Roosevelt, Snyder, Tali illing- 
hast, and Ward—22. a penyen Paatero; CRUDE 


Mr. C. BROWN said, in voting against the bill, 
he voted against the military academy at West 
Point. 

The question recurring upon the title, Mr. C. J, 
INGERSOLL moved to amend it, aud said he did 
so for the purpose of saying what he intended to 
have said when the previous question was moved 
by the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. C Jony- 


soN.] He wished to have the biil refeired back to 


the committee, for the purpose of inquiring into the 
expediency of making certain changes in the mili- 
tary academy at West Point. He wished to pre- 


serve that academy, but believed that it was only 
to be preserved by the most radical reforms and 


changes. He would have the Military Com- 
mittee inquire into the expediency of first depriving 
the cadets of pay; secondly, of confining appoint- 
ments msde from among them to the scientific 
portion of the army officers; and, thirdly, of 
making itan indispensable requisite, before any 
one could mount an epaviette upon his shoulder, 
that he shou!d serve twelve months in the ranks, 
asis done in all ihe monarchies of Europe. 

Having stated what he desired, he withdrew his 
amendment to the title of the bill. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a num- 
ber of executive documents; which were ordered to 
be printed. 

From the Navy Department, in answer to the 
resolaticn of the 20th ult., making inquiry con- 
cerning the steamers on the Western waters. 

From the Navy Department, in answer to a re- 
solution of the 30:h ult., inquiring for the orders 
recently issued in relation to the building and 
launching of ships. ; 

From the: War Department, in relation to the 
appropriations needed by that department, — 

From the Treasury department, communicating 
the names of the clerks employed in that Depart- 
ment in the year 1841. 

The SPEAKER also presented a memorial from 
Amos Kendall, asking to be released from the pay- 
ment of a fine imposed on him in consequence of 
an act performed when ia the discharge of his offi- 
cial duties as Postmaster General. of the United 
States. 

Mr. HOPKINS moved its reference to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. WISE moved its reference to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Some discussion ensued, in which Messrs. WISE, 
HOPKINS, BRIGGS, BARNARD, and STAN- 
LY, took part. . 

Mr. WISE’s motion was then adopted. 

Tre SPEAKER also presented a statement from 
Captain A. Talcott, and asked ils reference ; and 
that it be printed. 

Objection having been made, before any ques- 
tion was taken; 

The House adjourned. 


i IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, June 8, 1842. 

Oa moticn of Mr. SEVIER, the Senate took. up 
the bill to authorize the Secretary of War to ad- 
jest the claim of Benjamin Murphy, of the State 
of Arkansas, for the value of cattle and hogs 
taken by the Cherokee Indians in the year 1829. 

The bill having been read the third time and 
passed, and the question being on the adoption of 
the thle— 

Mr, SEVIER said the title, as it stood, com- 
prised the whole bill itself. He would, therefore, 
move so to amend™it es to read “A bill for the re- 
lief of Benjamin Murphy.” 

Mr. WHITE said he had no objection to the 
amendment of the title, except that he preferred it 
at stood, for iis antiquity. It was many years 
old. 

The question was put, and the title was amended. 

The act to provide for the sctilement of the 
claim of the State of Maine for the services of her 
militia, having been returned from the House of 
Representatives with an amendment, the amend- 
ment was read, and concurred in by the Senate. 

Oa motion of Mr. LINN, the Senaie proceeded 
to ihe consideration of the general orders; when 

The bill for the relief of ‘Thomas Fillebrown, jr. 
came up in its order. 

Mr. PHELPS said it was evident that this bill 
would lead to debate; and, on his motion, it was 
lzid on the table, for the purpose of taking up the 
bill for the relief of Silas Dean. 

The bill for the settlement of the accounts of 
Silas Dean was then taken up, as in committee of 
the whole. 

The question pending, when the bill was last Up, 
was the motion of Mr. Kine of Alabama to strike 
out so much of the bill as authorized the account- 
ing officers to settle the accounts of Mr. Dean, 


-and so.to amend it as to authorize the Secretary. .of 


s 


the. Treasury to examine the accounts, and report 
the result.ot the investigation to the next session. of 
Congress; > D ; . ž 

‘Mr. SEVIER said bis friend from Alabama 
[Mr. Kine] asks Congress to do with this claim, at 
this session, what has been done heretofore. The 
Subject was referred to the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury for.invéstigation. The claim was investigated. 
A report of the investigation was made to Congress 
in 1838, and that report formed the basis of this 
bill. Mr. S. said this bill was laid on the table at 
his suggestion, His objrction to its passage, when 
it was last up, was, that he wanted to see thé con- 
traet upon which the claim was founded. 

: The contract was here read. It was a contract by 
Messrs Dean and others with the secret committee 
of the continental Congress. The committee placed 
in the hands of Messrs. Dean and others, by au- 
thority of Congress, $200,000 continental money, to 
be laid out in the purchase of American produce; 
which was to be. shipped to Europe by them, and 
to be Jaidout in the purchase of certain merchan- 
dise for the use of the American army; for which 
services Congress were to pay five per cent. for all 
purchases, &c. ; : 

Mr. CLAYTON explained the grounds on 
which the claim rested, and showed that it had 
been investigated by the accounting officer. He 
was opposed to its being referred to the depart- 
ment again, for the mere purpose of investigation. 
If the amendment proposed by the Senator from 
Alabama was rejected, he intended to propose an 
amendment, to the effect, that in the revision of 
the claim by the accounting officers, no further 
allowance should be made than was reported fa- 
vorably on by the department heretofore ; and that, 
should any error be found in the items hereto- 
fore allowed, such items should be disallowed. 
This, he thought, would sufficiently guard the in- 
terests of the Government. But if the matter was 
referred again to the department for investigation, 
and the same result was reported to Congress, 
some astute Senator, who was opposed to all claims, 
would rise in his place, and again wish the claim to 
take the same course: He hoped the amendment 
would not, therefore, prevail. 

Mr. KING said, if the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. Crayton] alluded to him as one who opposed 
all claims, he was entirely mistaken. If that Sen- 
ator, in bis allusions, attribated to him any dispo- 
sition to prevent the payment of just claims, he 
was mistaken totally. He (Mr. K.) felt that it 
was the duty of every Senator to scrutinize all 
claims, and particularly where there was the least 
doubt of the justness of them. All Senators had 
some experience as to the manner in which claims 
were gotup. They have found that claims without 
a shadow of foundation have passed through, with 
all their vigilance. For himself, whilst he would, 
without a moment’s hesitation, vote for any claim 
which he thought just, right, and proper, he would 
not shrink from his duty to thé country to resist 
all claims on which there is any doubt of their cor- 
rectness, 

Mr. K. maintained that the Secretary of the 
Treasury had never investigated this claim. It 
was investigated by one of his clerks. What he 
wished was, that the head of the department, bim- 
self, should examine it. To the advocates of the 
bill he would say, that if they wou'd consent to put 
a clause in the bill, to the effect that the claim 
should be settled according to the contract, (allow- 
ing 5 per cent. on the disbursements, and 5 per 
cent. on the sales of the produce —which would 
make 10 per cent. for all transactions under the 
contract,) he would vote for the bill, It was bis 
purpose that it should go to the Secretary, for bira 
to examine whether the evniract had been complied 
with, and to report to Congress the resuit of his 
examination. : 

Mr. SMITH opposed any reference of the claim 
to the depariment, for the mere purpose of exam- 
ination. He did not be'ieve any new light would 
be thrown upon the claim by another investigation, 
or that the result of the former examination wouid 
be altered by it. He went into a history of it, 
maintaining that no claim could be more just. 

Mr. CLAYTON said the Senator from Alabama 
proposed that the claim should be referred to the 
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department, to be adjusted according to the con- 
tract. Mr. C. said he had as little interest. in the 
success of this claim as the Senator from Alabama; 
but it would be doing injustice to the claimants to 
make the claim one of contrect alone. If the 
Senator would examine the case more fully, it 
woud be obvious to him that the contract covers 
but a small part of the claim. Mr. ©. entered into 
a history of it, and showed that the largest part of 
the claim was founded on purchases made by 
Dean, as a political and commercial agent, of 
arms and munitions of war for 25,000 troops, by 
direction of the Government. Therefore it would 
be unjust to confine the claim to the contract, when 
it was evident that he had complied with the order 
for purchases, as commercial agent. 

Mr. KING was opposed to giving the same per 
cent. on purchases for millions as he would for 
small purchases. For small purchases, five per 
cent, would be an equitable allowance; but for pur- 
chases of millions, or more, it would be too great. 
He would be in favor of a reasonable compensa- 
tion for the purchases made, independent of those 
under the contract; looking, at the same time, te 
the amount paid Mr.. Dean as commercial agent, 
and also under the contract. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Kina, and disagreed to by the following 
vote: yeas 17, nays 24, 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Calhoun, Crafts, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, Graham, Henderson, King, McRoberts, Man- 
gum, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Williams, and Young—17, 

NAYS—Messrs, Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clayton, Conrad, Evans, Huntington, Kerr, Linn, 
Miller, Phelps, Porter, Sevier, Simmons, Smith of Connecti- 


cut, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, White, 
and Woodbridge —24. 


Mr. CLAYTON then proposed his amendment, 
restricting the amount to be allowed to the sum as- 
certained to be due ($57,000) by the accounting 
officers in 1838, and providing that if, on the re-in- 
vestigation, any errors should be found in the items 
allowed, those items should be disallowed. 

After some further remarks by Messrs. CAL- 
HOUN and SEVIER in opposition to,and Messrs, 
CLAYTON and PHELPS in favor of, the bill— 

On motion of Mr. WALKER, it was laid on the 
table, for the purpose of proceeding to the special 


orders. 
THE ARMY BILL. 

The bill making appropriation for the support of 
the army for the year 1842, was taken up on a 
question of reference. % Pa 

Mr. EVANS said it was usual for the army ap- 
propriation bill to be referred to the Committee on 
Finance; but, on looking over‘this bill, he found it 
was something very different from ‘What was usu- 
ally called the army appropriation bill. It was 
much more a bill for the reorganization of the 
army. If it was in order, he would move to refer 
so much of it as makes appropfiation for the sup- 
port of the army to the Committee on Finance; 
and so much as relates to its reorganization to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. KING said the motion was-not in order. A 
proposition to refer portions of the same bill to two 
distinct committees was one of an extraordinary 
character. He thought that, inasmuch as the bill 
related to the reorganization of the army, it should 
be referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. EVANS admitted that his motion was an 
extracerdinary one; but it wonld be recollected by 
the Senator from Alabama that the bill was an ex- 
traordinary one. It purported to bea bill to make 
appropriations for the support of the army, and 
thereby to carry cut the provisions of existing laws; 
but was, in fact, a bill io reorganize, remodel, and 
reduce the army. Sech a thing never cecurred 
before, since the formation of the Goverzment. 
The practice of attem'ing to remodel any branch of 
the public service in an appropriation bill, was a 
dangerous preceeding, and ought not to be resort- 
ed to. 

The CH” IR decided that the reference proposed 
was not in vurder. 

Mr. PRESTON said it wasa seriously objection- 
able course to undertake to organize the army in a 
general appropriation bill—especialiy at this ses- 
sion, when they had in other cases insisted that the 
appropriation bills should be confined to objec’s 
under existing laws. This system of legis‘ation, 


bj modifying or repealing a whole system of laws, 
and adopting an entire new system by amendments. 
to an ordinary appropriation bill, was dangerous 
in itse!f. It was cutting down an important branch, 
of the public service in too violent a manner, and. 
at an improper time, as he was seriously afraid; in’ 
in the. present aspect of our foreign affairs.” He 
maintained that the bill should go first’ to the Com- 
mittee on Finance, and see what was necessary to 
be appropriated to carry out existing laws; and them. 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. If the. poli- 
cy of the country was to reduce the army, he hoped 

it would be done in the ordinary. and legitimate 
course of legislation. He hoped. the bill would be 
referred to the Finance Co.nmittee, 

Mr. SEVIER said, as the bill proposed te make 
a change in this branch of the service, he would 
move to refer it to the Committee on Millitary Af- 
fairs. ; $ 

Mr. PRESTON again protested against such 
reference, contending that it would be unprecedent- 
ed and novel. If it was necessary to` reorganize 
the army, let a separate biil be introduced for that 
purpose. . 

Mr. SEVIER said these were important regulas 
tions of the army. He could not say whether they 
were proper or not. He thought, however, that 
some reorganization of the army was called for.. 
As for effecting a change in any system, or cor- 
recting abuses by introducing separate bills, every 
Senator very well knew the difficulties attending it. 
If areduction of the army, therefore, was to de=- 
pend on the action of Congress on a separate Dill, 
it would never be effected. If the House, there- 
fore, wanted to make a reduction and retrench- 
ment in the army, it could only be done by append- 
ing an amendment to the appropriation bill. 

Mr. BAYARD said the fiscal question in this 
bill was the primary question, and the reduction of 
the army was merely an incidental question; there- 
fore, if the primary question should be considered 
first, the bill ought to be referred to the Finance 
Committee. 

Mr. WOODBURY said, without going into the 
consideration of the question of reducing the 
army, he would call the attention of the. Senate to 
a single point. If the bill was referred to the Mil- 
itary Committee, that committee could report its 
views on the military point, and then it would be 
in a proper state to go to the Committee on Fi- 
nance, for them to decide on the financial question. 
The proper reference he thought would. be to the 
Military Committee first. oe bank 

Mr. ARCHER said the practice of making 
changes in any system regulated by existing law, 
by appending amendments to appropriation bilis, 
was unparliamentary, erroneous, and should not 
be permitted. 

Mr. SEVIER made some further remarks, show- 
ing the propriety of reducing the army, if a re- 
duction was necessary, by appending an amend. 
mentto the appropriation. bill, making provision 
for the support of the army. He considered it as 
a mere question of how many men the Govern- 
ment would feed and clothe. If the number fed 
heretofore was 12,000 or 15,000, and it was not 
necessary to have more than 8,000 now, be main- 
tained that it was a perfectly legitimate: course of 
legislation to make provision to feed and clothe 
that number only. ` 

Mr. BUCHANAN interposed objection to the , 
latitude of discussion on a mere question of refere > 
ence. He did not believe it was in order; and < 
hoped Senators would permit the question to be 
taken, that the apportionment bill might be takeń 
ap and disposed of to-day. is f 

Mr. SEVIER withdrew his motion, ` i 

Tne bill was then referred to thé, Committee/on 
Finance, k i 

On motion of Mr. BUCHANAN, the Sehate 
proceeded to consider, as in committee of the 
whole, coe Hf 

THE APPORTIONMENT BILL.‘ 

The question pending was the amendment intro- 
duced by Mr. Linn, to exempt the elections for the 
next Congress from the operations of the second 
section, in the following words: 

«Provided, That the provisions of this law shall not affect 
thee’ection of members to the twenty-eighth Congress,” 
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Mr. LINN said he bad been unwilling yesterday 
evening’ that the question should be taken upon 
the amendment. propcsed by him, until he had an 
opportunity of making a few remarks upon the 
subject. He (Mr. Linn) had made a proposition 
to cover ail those cases where the elections would 
take place before the Legislatures of the States 
could be called together, and have this bill sab- 
mitted to them for their consideration. The elec. 
tion in ‘the State of Missouri would take place on 
the first Monday in August; and they had made 
provision ‘that the election should be by general- 


ticket, as they had been accustomed to do for: the | 


last ten years. The passage of this bill, therefore, 
without the modification which he had proposed, 
would unquestionably produce collisions between 
the people of the State of Missouri and the Gov- 
érnment-of the United States. And, although some 
of his Whig friends in the Senate might turn up 
their eyes in pious horror at the idea of collision 
taking place, yet he (Mr. L.) was not the less con- 
vinced that collisions would take place; and he 
must be permitted to say that he was nota httle 
surprised, after the ten cent rebellion, and ail the 
other extraordinary acts which had characterized 
the proceedings of the Whig party, that these gen- 
Yemen should express any astonishment or alarm. 
Oa the first Monday in August next, the election in 

_ Missouri would take place; and her Represeatatives 
would present themselves, at the commencement 
of the next Congress, with the cer ificates of 
their election; and the question would then come 
up, whether we would receive them or net. ` Why 
should they not, by the adoption of this amendment, 
obviate the occurrence of any collision? 

The second section of the bill, in bis opinion, 
had not been called for by any human being in the 
United States of America, out of Congress. There 
had been no complaint regarding the system pur- 
sued under the old laws of electing by general 
ticket. Why, then, was that section inserted at 
this time? He apprehended it was chiefly for the 
purpose of producing poliucal commotion through- 
out the country—such commotions as had, unfortu- 
nately, agitated this conntry for many years. 
What good practical result could possibly be pro- 
duced by it? It had been urged that there was an 
advantage in having minorities protected. But 
gentlemen must recollect that in the New England 
States a majority of all the votes was required to 
elect a member to Congress. If they wished them 
to establish a uniformity, it would be necessary to 
go into the whole system; whereas they had, in this 
bill, touched upon one point only—namely, the 
district system. They had not provided for the 
necessity of coercing the State Legislatures; they 
had not touched upon the subject of the purity of 
elections; they had made no provision for the hold- 
ing of the elections on the same day throughout the 
whole United States. 

The Senate knew very well that the wait of such 
a provision had rendered the elections of 1840 the 
most corrupt, perhaps, which ever took place in any 
country. He (Mr. L.) was cf the opinion that 
compelling the elections to be held on the same 
day would have the effect of cutting up the tre- 
mendous influence which the large States were sup- 
posed toexert over the small ones. A bill embra- 
cing a)l these points must be productive of infinite 
good, by destroying all influence of the Farger 
States over the small. That an influence did ex- 
ist, there could be no doubt; and every day made 
more apparent the necessity of such an enactment 
as would embrace the whole election system. Ex- 
actly in proportion as the means and facilities of 
intercourse between different parts of the, country 
was extended, the transter of votes was facilitated. 

It seemed to him, therefore, the quéstion assumed 
` a political aspect—a party one. He would not dis- 
guise bis opinion upon this point; he believed it 
wasa party question. He believed—and he chose 
to speak plainly—that the Whig party would de- 
rive a positive advantage from this particular 
clause of the bili. 
~ He was disposed—as the people had nowhere 
‘umnoved in the matter~as they had not been called 
_ ‘On to pass such a provision—to put off its opera- 
: two years; to place it beyond the possibili- 
ng Suspected to have proceeded from party 


motives, and that their suecéssors might have an 
opportunity to act upon the subject. He hoped 
gentlemen would be willing to strip it ef this impu- 
tation. Would it not be infinitely better that the 
people everywhere, in their primary legislation, 
should come to its consideration? and that they 
would express a wise and discreet opinion upomit, 
he had no doubt. . Why would gentlemen press a 
measure which covld have no other effect than to 
keep up political -exeitement in the country? 


There had been convulsions enough. The mone- 


tary system of the country had been convulsed to 
its centre. “So it had been wiih the political world; 


and they were beginning once more to. siak down: 


into a state of repose. They would have an op- 
portunity, he earnestly hoped, to gather up the 
fragments of the past, and build a lasting structure 
for the future. 

Missouri would be one of the first States that 
would elect her Representatives, and send them 
heye, in despite of the second section of this bill. 
And what would be the result? Could anything 


but evil and violence be the result? Why, then, 


put this bitter cup to the lips of any State in the 
Union? Why was itinsisted upon? Was it for 
the remote contingency that the district system in 
the United States might, possibly, at some remote 
day, prove a benefit to the weaker States? The 
weaker States had demanded no such protection. 
Had Senators the power of prescience—of locking 
forward into futurity? Of all men on the face of 
the earth, he thought his Whig friends should be 
the last to claim the power of prescience. Let the 
Representatives of Missouri be excluded, because 
not elected under this law; and carry the same 
principle to the States of Maine, Georgia, and Mis- 
sissippi: and what would be the condition of the 
country? Could any thing but convulsion and 
revolution be the result ? 

Whether bis amendment prevailed, or not, he did 
bope that an amendment, to exempt particular 
States from the operation of the second section of 
this bl, would be adopted, that those States might 
be prevented from coming in collisioa with the 
General Government. He had purposely avoided 
saying anything on the constittionality of the 
question. The subject had been worn threadbare 
by men of more ability than he laid claim to pos- 
sess; and the Senate was very closely divided upon 
it. They were, in fact, reduced to the party line 
upon this subject. 

Mr. WALKER called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, 

Mr. BAYARD observed, that the objections 
made by the Senator from Missouri were not with- 
out their weight. It did seem that some injustice 
might be done to States at present holding elec- 
tions by the general-ticket system ; he, therefore, to 
meet this case, proposed to add to the amendment 
a lmitation, confining iis effect to States holding 
elections in that way; and he therefore submitted 
the following proviso, to come in after the amend- 
ment proposed by the Senator from Missouri : 

“In those cases in which, by the existing laws of any State, 
the élection is by general ticket.” 

Mr. WALKER observed that this modification 
would throw oat Louisiana, in which the elections 
which wiil be the first held in the Union after ihe 
passage of the bill—are carried on partly by the 
district system, and partly by the generai-ticke! sys- 
tem. 

Mr, BAYARD, to obviate any difficulty which 
might arise in such case as that supposed by the 
Senator from Mississippi, would modify his amend- 
ment by an addition: “cr in cases where elections 
shall take place within two months from the pas- 
sage of this law.” 

Mr. CONRAD, believing he bad rnintenticnally 
led ihe Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Warrer] 
into error in that respeci,in a conversation with 
him yesterday evening; and having since had an 
opportunity ef being more correcily informed, 
wished io remark, that, although he had aaderstocd 
that, since his departare from the S:aie of Louisi- 
ana, a bil had been passed by the Legislature of 
Louisiana, authorizing the election of such addi- 
tional members by the generai-ticket system as 
tae State might be entitled to under tbe new 
apportionment, he had since learned that the 


bill did not pass the Senate. He believed, there- 
fore, no disposition had been made for the election 
of additional members, should any be allowed the 
State by this apportionment bill. He might be 
inclined to accede to the motion of the Senator 
from Missouri, did he not believe it would endan- 
ger the whele section in-the other House; and for 
another reascn, that, if it be wise to exercise the 
power-at all, itis as wise to do it now, as at any 
future time. ` 

Mr. KING observed that this was the first time 
he had heard, as a reason for noi supporting a 
proposition just in itself, that it may influence the 
other House. If it was proper to be influenced by 
suċh a consideration, there could be no occasion to 
be governed by it now; because, if the House dif- 
fers on the subject from the Senate, the Senate can 
adhere to its amendment. A committee of confer- 
ence may be appointed, but the Senate can insist on 
its amendment. He hoped and trusted, this mat- 
ter being thus obviously under the ccntrol of the 
Senate, that gentlemen would not be deterred 
from doing their duty to those States which demand 
this provision as 2 strict act of justice. 

Mr. BAYARD would withdraw the addition he 
he had consented to add to this proviso, exempting 
any States holding elections within two months. 

That portion of his amendment being withdrawn, 

Mr. CONRAD * observed that he was not aware 
he was infringing on any parliamentary rule in 
alluding to what might be the effect of this amend- 
menton another body. Nor was he yet aware 
that ke had violated, to any great extent, any rule 
of propriety. He had merely considered it as his 
duiy to express his epinions on what he conceived 
affected a very valuable principle. He considered 
this seciion of the bill would effect an organic 
change in the mode of holding elections—a change 
of great importance and value. ‘When the magni- 
tude of the measure is considered, and the risk that 
more time may be consumed in the other House 
by the discussion of amendments made in thig 
House, he considered the cecasion such as to ex- 
cuse a departure from mere formalities, however 
venerable in the eyes of sage Senators to whose ex- 
perience he accorded every respect. He would 
not now have said a word in reply to the observa- 
tions made on his departure from parliamentary 
rule, had he not really considered thisa legitimate 
occasion for the legitimate exercise of a sound dis- 
cretion. 

Mr. BARROW remarked that, as he should 
vote against what might be supposed to be the ap- 


! parent interest of his State, it was incumbent on 


him to assign some reason for the vote he should 
give. The Legislature of Louisiana had this sub- 
ject up last winter, and a bill did pass the lower 
House providing for the election, by general ticket, 
of additional members under this apportionment 
bill, It failed, however, in the Senate. Bat, now, 
what practical injury would be done to Louisiana 
by the rejection of this proviso? None, that he 
knew of; because, if a State law is necessary, it 
will be in time before December, 1843. 

If this bill should pass, the course of the States 
would be a very plain cne. The Governor of a 
State must issue his proclamation for the election 
of Representatives. The Governor of Louisiana 
has already issued his proclamation for the election 
of three Representatives in Congress, If the bill 
passes, giving four Represeniatives to that State, he 
will recall his proclamation, and not appoint any 
election; because the State Legislature will meet 

ext January, and can then make provision for the 
election of the four Representatives apportioned to 
the State. 

He considered this bill as a repeal of all Stale 
laws relating to the single point cf the manner of 
holding elections; and there is no necessity for any 
State to elect Representatives eightecn months in 
advance of the Congress in which they are to sit. 
He should vote against the amendment, because 
Louisiana world not be affected by the bill with- 
out it, 

Mr. ARCHER observed that there must be new 
State laws to authorize the new elections under the 
new apportionment bill; and he doubted, if this 
would not be required, even though no additional 
members were allowed toa State. It. was  theré- 


fore immaterial whether. elections were coming on 


or hot; or whether they were made by the old laws 
] „They would have to be held according to 
this law. It appeared to him that the amendment 
of the Senator from Delaware [Mr.Bayarp] was 
a partial one, affecting only five or six States; and 
its partialiiy was a just objection to it. 

Mr. LINN observed that Missouri bas already 
provided for arrangements by law for the election 
of any number cf Representatives that may be ap- 
portioned to her, 3 

Mr. ARCHER contended that new State laws 
of distribution, in- consequence of the passage of 

this Jaw, must be adopted: the principle, he main- 
tained, was, that there must be new legislation in 
the States on every new apportionment. He con- 
sidered elections held under proclamations and 
laws befure the apportionments are made, must be 
void. i 
Mr. WALKER observed, that the Senator from 
Virginia, and also the Senator from Louisiana, 
were mistaken. He asked the Senator from Vir- 
ginia, did he maintain that the act passed in Feb- 
ruary last by. the Legislature of Mississippi, di- 
recting the Governor tu issue his proclamation for 
the election of Representatives in Congress, ac- 
` cording to. the provisions of this apportionment bill, 
must be null and void, because that law was pass- 
ed a few months before the apportionment bill was 
passed, instead of being after it was passed? 

‘The next Legislature of Mississippi will not 
meet till January, 1844—a month after the Repre- 
sentatives of that Siate ought to be ia their places 
in Congress. It was clear, then, that great injust- 
ice would be done to that Siale, in eompeliing it to 
convene an extra session of the Legislature. 

Mr. ARCHER thought that if States were guil- 
ty of the extraordinary act of legislating for elee- 
tions in anticipation of the right to make the ar- 
rangement, they should not complain of the conses 
quences of their own act. The inconvenience to 
one or two States, arising out of their own im- 

roper action, ought not to be sufficient reason for 
impeding a bill important to the whole of the 
Union. 

Mr. LINN said he was somewhat surprised that 
the Senator from Virginia, (who, he believed, wasa 
strict constructionist and, State-rights advocaie,) 
should entertain the sentiments which he had avow- 
ed. The Senator bad talked of legislation in ad- 
vance, by the State Legislatures, as a thing of a 
most extraordinary character; and even used the 
word guil'y—gsuilty of extraordinary legislation. 
He (Mr. Linn) would retort upon the honorable 
Senator, and say the majority bere were about to 
be guilty of passing an extraordinary aci, 

You have now,(said Mr. Lryn,) for the first time, 
from considerations —— no, I will not permit my- 
self to say what I was about to say; but I will say 
this: it isa most extraordinary proceeding that this 
Congress should attempt to cut up, by an unheard- 
of and unprecedented act of legislation, the elec- 
toral divisions of every Sate in this Union, wi h- 
out having a single petition presented to Congress 
requiring or praying for such an aet; without hav- 
ing any complaints made as to the operation of the 
system now pursued by the seversl States. And 
the whole argument of the honcrabie Senator is, 
that it is necessary we should prevent tue larger 
States from overwhelming the smaller, as with an 
avalanche. But has the gentleman shown any 
substantial ground of apprehension? Can he point 
out any tangible evil that will be remedied by this 
pill? Is it not calculated for the remote futare 
alone? Sir, the States themselves will take care of 
the future. The arguments advanced by the Sen- 


ator—a sirict constrectionict and Siate-rights man 
ae 


as he is—are to me most extraordinary. Sir, there 
has been already more discussion than I desired, 
but itis a subject which cannot be too much dis- 
cussed; and, from the tact of the inechvenienee 
which the operation of the second section ef the 
dill is about- to produce, (and it is pressed upon my 
mind still more strongly by ihe Senator from Penn- 
sylvania, thé Legislature of which Siats is about 
to assemble,) I am disposed, late as it is, (and 
ihe majority here are alone in fault for not 
having brought it forward sooner.) that the ques- 
tion should be fought inch by inch. They 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE.. 


have possession .of both Houses; and the ope- 


ration of this section, in my opinion, is intended 


to secure to themselves possession by a sort of 
legerdemain, though we are bound to presume that 
they proceed upon right motives. Will gentlemen 
tell me, and tell me frankly, what beneficial results 
are to accrue from the immediate operation cf this 
bill? If it had not.a party aspect and a party 
bearing, why not, postpone its operation for two 
years? Why not consent to strip it of the odious 
traits of character which it has in the eyes of the 
American people? Is it intended to be one of that 
series of acts which was commenced in the called 
session? Called sesions are likely to be the pre- 
vailing order of things. In the midst of negoti- 
ations with Great Britain—and Heaven only knows 
how those negotiations are going to end—we are 
very likely to have other called sessions; end not 
only called sessions of Congress, but repeated called 
sessions of the State Legislatures; and instead of 
economizing public expenses, we are approaching 
that state of extravagance and prodigality which hes 
convulsed in turn the nations of the whole world. It 
is time for us to stop—to check our headlong career— 
and look to the future with an earnest endeavor for 
the amelioration of our condition. Does my friend 
desire to throw obstacles in the way of our im- 
provement? Does he wish to impede the working 
of the complex machinery of this Government? 
Ís he afraid to send the bill back to the House of 
Reprerentatives—to that body which, coming fresh 
from the people, are best enabled to express the 
people’s wishes? Send the bill beck, and let it be 
reviewed; and let us not wickedly or wantonly 
throw out, in advaree, causes which may produce 
collision and difficulty between the States and the 
General Government. Tam quite willing to bear 
whatever odium may attach to me in conse quence 
of the vote which I shall give upen this question. 

Mr. BAYARD observed, that it appeared to him 
the Scnator from Virginia was opposed to the 
amendment which he had presen‘ed, because it was 
not uniform in its operatien, There was no ne- 
cessity for the uniformity. Where does the Senator 
find any necessity for such uniformity? Sappose 
a new State with very large territory were added 
to the Union, and all its population confined to ten 
miles square: should that S'ale be compelled to di- 
vide itself into uniform districts? Where would be 
the necessity for having a district at cne quarter of 
it, with searcely any population? The Senator 
was right in saying that Sates which do elect at 
present by districis, must assemble their Legislatures 
to pass laws in conformity with this new appor- 
tionment bill. Bata greater hardship falls upon 
States which elect by the general-ticket system; and 
it is, therefore, that this amendment proposes to 
give them more time for making the change which 
they are called upoa to make. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, in reference to the remarks 
of the Senator from Virginia, [Mr. AncuEr,] ex- 
plained that the actioa of the Legislature of Maine, 
in anticipation of the passege of this apportion- 
ment bill, was partiy in consideration of the ex- 
pense of a called sessicn, which should, if possible, 
be avoided; and paruy under the consideration 
that, should an ex:ra session of Congress, in any 
event, be necessary before ihe next mecting of the 
Legisiature could have time to provide for the 
election of members of Congress, the State should 
nol be for months without its Representatives, 

fy, ARCIIER disclaimed any imprtation on 
Maine for the law passed by that State in anticipa- 
tion of the apportionment. In reply to the Senator 
from Delaware, he would say that, whether it was 
unconstitutional, ornot, to make partial legislation — 
partial, besanse noi uniform—it was contrary tothe 
general principles of rational legislation. Phinking 
this a most beneficial bill, he did not wish to ses 
the citizens of Missouri deprived of the benefit of 
it, even fortwo years. He asked the Senstor from 
Mis:ouri what pariy object could be effected by th 
adoptica of the district system instead of ihe gene- 
ral-Ueket system? Was there not more of party 
motive to be found in a system of combination 
such as that admitted of by the general-tcket sys- 
tem? The Senator had-asked, Why pass this bill 
now? He would tell him: first, because the Whigs 


| now have a majority in Congress, and have the 


power to pass a most beneficial bill; and;.next, bes 
cause the possibility is, thatif not now passed, it 
will not be passed; for the Whigs may not have’ 
the majority in Congress ‘next time, but the gen- 
Ueman and his friends may: and if they repeal it, 
he wished to see them take`the responsibility-of 
trampling down such a beneficial law’as this.” 

Mr. WOODBURY asked would the State’ of. 
New Hampshire, which has a general law for the 
election of her Representatives, be obliged-to con- 
vene and pass a new law, if the State was en- 
titled to thesame number of members as. she has 
at present? DERA 

Mr. ARCHER replied, that he conceived every 
State would have to pass new laws in conformity 
with the provisions of this bill. 

Mr. WOODBURY asked the Senator again, if, 
according to his assertion that the general-ticket 


“system ‘is adopted for the purpose of oppressing 


minorities, he maintained that New Hampshire 
had adopted the general-ticket system for the pur- 


pose of oppressing the minority in that State? 


Mr, ARCHER did not make the assertion with 
reference to motives, but to the effect> : 

Mr. WOODBURY reviewed the arguments ‘of 
the Senator from Virginia, in view of showing that 
they bore more forcibly against the principle of the 
second section of the bill, than in its favor. He 
read an amendment, which he would offer after 
that before the Senate was disposed of. ; 

Mr. PORTER was opposed to both amend- 
meats. 

Mr. LINN was in favor of his amendment be. 
ing adopted in its original form, because it em- 
braced the whole of the States. 

The question was then taken on Mr. BAYARD’S 
amendment to the amendment, and resulted in the 
negalive—yeas 19, nays 24, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bagby, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Calhoun, 
Crafts, Cuthbert, Evans, Fulton, Henderson, King, McRoberts, 
Diven Sevier, Walker, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury,” an 
voung—19. : ee 

NAYS—Messrs, Allen, Archer, Barrow, Benton, Buchanan, 
Clayton, Conrad, Graham, Iuntington, Kerr, Lion, Mangum, 
Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Preston, Simmons, Smith 
of ee Sprague, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, White, and Wood. 
bridge24. : 

The question now recurred on Mr. Liny’s origi- 
nal amendment, exempting the next elections from 
the operation of the second section; and resulted in 
the affirmative—yeas 23, nays 22, as follows: 

YEAS—-Messrs, Allen, Bagby, Benton, Berrien, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Crafts; Cuthbert, Fulion, Henderson, King, Linn, Mc, 
Roberts, Rives, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox. 
Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young-—~-23, auc 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow,. Bates, Bayard, Clayton, 
Conrad, Evans, Graham, Huntington, Kerr, Mangam, Merrick, 
Miller, Morehead, Porter, Preston, Simmons, Smith of indiana, 
Sprague, Tallmadge, White, and Woodbridge—22, 

Mr. SEVIER moved to reconsider the yote, 

Mr. BUCHANAN ealled for the yeas and-nays 
on that question. 

The vote on the reconsideration was then taken 
by yeas and nays as follows: Yeas 24, nays 22. 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Clayton, 
Conrad, Eyans, Fulton, Graham, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, 
Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Presten, Sevier, Simmons, 
Smith of Indiana, Sprague, ‘Tallmadge, White, and Wood- 
bridge—24. K 

NAYS—Messrs, Allen, Bagby, Benton, Berrien, Buchan- 
an, Calhoun, Crafts, Cuthbert, Henderson, King, Jinn, 
McRoberts, Kives, Smith of Connecticut, Siurgeon, Tappan, 
Walker, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young 

So the vote was reconsidered.” ; 

The question now recurre] on the original 
amendment, and was again decided in the afirma- 
tive—yeas 23, nays 22, as follows: 

YEAS—Messts. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Berrien, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Crafis, Cuthbert, Fulton, Henderson, King, Linn, 
McRoberts, Rives, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, 
Watker, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young 
—23. 

NAYS —Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Clayton, 
Conrad, Evans, Graham, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Mer- 
rick, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Preston, Simmons, Smith 
of indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, White, and Woodbridge—22. 

Mr. ALLEN moved to strike out the whole of 
the second section as amended. 

On this motion the yeas and nays were demanda 
ed, and ordered; and resulted, yeas 21, nays 24, 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Busby, Renton, Berrien, Buchoton, 
Calhoun, Cuthbert, Fulton, ‘King, Linn, McRoberis, “Rives, 
Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, 
Wilcox, Woodbury, Wright, and Young— 2l. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Clayton, 
Conrad, Crafts, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huutington, Kerr, 


Agi i ieg M d, Porter; Preston, Simmons 
es ie ea bern Tei White, and Wood- 
bridge—#4. - eas Pe ihe 
- So the Senate refused to strike out: the second 
section. g 
`.: Mr. TALLMADGE moved to adjourn. 

Mr. BUCHANAN called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and resulted in the negative— 
‘yeas 21, nays 24, as follows : . 


YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, ‘Clayton, Conrad, 


Evans, Graham, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Mil- 
der, Morehead, Porter, Preston, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, 
Sprague, Tallmadge, White, and Woodbridge—21. . 

NAYS—Messrs, Allen, pagoy, Bayard; Benton, Berrien, 

Buchanan, Calhoun, Crafts, Cuthbert, Fulton, Henderson, 
King, Linn, McRoberts, Rives, Smith of Connecticut, Stur- 
geon, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, 
Wright, and Young—24. 

Mr. BERRIEN observed that the bill, as report- 
ed by the Judiciary Committee, had proposed a ra- 
tio ‘of 50,000, and.representation for fractions. 
He now submitted amendments rendered neces- 
sary by the change made in the ratio. 

The amendments were to insert the apportion- 
ment of each State, respectively, to which it 
entitled by the ratio of 70,680, in lieu of those 
adapted to a ratio of 50,000, as follows: Maine 
7; New . Hampshire 4; Massachusetts 10; Connec- 
ticut 4; Vermont 4; New York 34; New Jersey 5; 
Pennsylvania 24; Delaware 1; Maryland 6; Vir- 
ginia 15; North Carclina 9; South Carolina 7; 
Georgia 8; Alabama 7; Louisiana 4; Mississippi 
4; Tennessee 11; Kentucky 10; Ohio 21; Indiana 
10; Illinois 7; Missouri 5; Arkansas 1; Michigan 3. 

The amendments were adopted. > 

Mr. MERRICK moved an adjournment. 


Mr. WALKER. called for the yeas and nays on _ 


the question of adjournment; which were ordered, 
and resulted in the affirmative—yeas 24, nays 22, 
as follows: f 


YEAS—-Messrs, Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Clayton, 
Conrad, Crafts, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, 
Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Preston, 
Simmons. Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, White, and 
Woodbridge—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Berrien, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, Rives, 
Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, 
Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—22. ` 


_ And then the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, June 8, 1842, 

Mr. CHAS. BROWN presented the petition of 
Joseph Repka, and one hundred and ninety others, 
residents in and near the borough of Manayunk, in 
the county of Philadelphia, praying Congress to 
pass such a tariff as will raise the necessary funds 
to meet the wants of the Government, and protect 
the industry of the citizens of the United States 
against foreign skill and capital. 


Mr. PARMENTER presented the remonstrance 
of John Harris, and 171 other citizens of Charles- 
town, Massachusetts, against the reduction of the 
‘navy appropriation: referred. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he gave notice yesterday 
that he should this morning move to take up the 
bill which he yesterday reported, entitled “A bill to 
extend, for a limited period, the present laws for 
laying and collecting duties on imports;?? and he 
now moved to take it up, for it seemed indispensa- 
bly necessary that it should be known whether it 
was to be passed. For the purpose indicated, he 
moved that the House do now resolve itself into a 
Committee of the Whole. 

The SE EAKER intimated that there was a ques- 
tion pending at the adjournment yesterday, on the 
reference of a statement from Captain A, Talcott, 
which was entitled to the precedence. 

Mr. FILLMORE suggested that that question 
might go over until to-morrow. 

Mr. BRIGGS was understood to eall for the 
regular morning business. 

Mr. HABERSHAM objected to the motion 
made by the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, on the ground that the bill alluded to 
had only been this morning laid on their tables, 
and it was necessary that the members should 

“jhave time to consider it. 
The SPEAKER intimated that one hour devoted 
he morning business would give gentlemen an 
do examine the:bill. 
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me Mr. BRIGGS “again called for the morning 


business. ; : . 
The SPEAKER announced the first business in 
order to be the report of the chairman of the Jadi- 
ciary Committee on the subject of the bankrupt 
law, on which the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
RooseveLT] was entitled to the ficor. na eas! 
Mr. ROOSEVELT was willing, to facilitate the 
public business, that this subject should go over 
for the present. He suggested that it should lie 
over until this day fortnight; but, that no time 
might be occupied with it now, consented that it 
should g0 over until to-morrow; which was agreed 


to. 

The SPEAKER ‘announced that the next ques- 
tion was on the report of the Committee on Manu- 
factures, who sought authority to employ a clerk. 

Mr. SALTONSTALL replied that, in conse- 
quence of the delay which had occurred since the 
committee made that report, the members of the 
committee had done much of the business usually 
done by a clerk, and they had paid much out of 
their own pockets for clerk-hire. In this state of 
their business, he did not press the subject; and it 
was laid on the table. 

The next subject was a resolution, reported some 
time since from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
requesting the President to enter into negotiations 
with the British Government, for the purpose of 
establishing a permanent and equitable commercial 
urrangement between the United States and the 
British American colonies. 

Mr..CUSHING said he intended to make a mo- 
tion which should, for the present, dispose of that 
question, and to place itin a form to be acted upon 
by the House, in a way more convenient to itself. 
This resolution called upon the President of the 
United States to institute negotiations with Great 
Britain for a new arrangement of our commer- 
cial relations with the British colonies; but the 
Committee on Commerce had made a report, as 
well on that precise point as on our reciprocity re- 
lations with foreign countries in general. 


Mr. FILLMORE interposed, and moved to dis- 
charge the Committee of the Whole from the bill 
to extend, for a limited period, the present laws for 
laying and collecting duties on imports. 

Mr. PICKENS, after making some inquiry from 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, which was not distinctly heard, observed 
that the course suggested was, at least, a singular 
mode of proceeding. 

Mr. BOWNE called for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. CUSHING said he could not yield the floor 
to have the morning hour consumed with yeas and 
nays. 

He then resumed the subject which he was ex- 
plaining when he was interrupted by Mr. Fit: 
MORE; and he said it was a subject of deep interest 
to a large portion of the United States—to the 
shipping interest, he believed, it was of more im- 
portance than almost any other question; and to 
the people of the United States, in general, it was 
second only to the tariff question. His intention 
now was, to move to refer the resolution to the 
Committee of the Whole having in charge the bill 
reported from the Committee on Commerce, [by 
Mr. Kennepy,]to which he had before alluded, so 
that the committee could act on the entire subject 
at once; but as, after the lapse of so much time 
since the report was made, the subject had ap- 
parently passed from the minds of members, he 
begged to be indulged in a few remarks. 

He then entered into the subject generally. He 
said he would not undertake to say which was the 
most judicious course to pursue—that recommend- 
ed by the Committee on Commerce, or that by the 
Committee on Foreign Relations; but, by the adop- 
tion of the motion he now made, the committee 
would have both before it, and they could then de- 
termine between the alternative propositions. 

He next entered into a long argument, to show 
that the existing arrangements between the two 
Governments had ‘not been observed in good faith 
by the British Government ; that, instead of equal- 
ity, there was only the pretence of reciprocity; and 
that British vessels enjoyed advantages which were 
denied to the yessels of the United States: and 


concluded with the motion which he had before spe- 
cified. 

Mr. PICKENS corcurred with the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, that the operation of the ex- 
isting arrangements had been at the expense of 
American vessels, and to the advantage of British 
bottoms. Great Britain had, undoubtedly, got the 
advantage of us. Buthe did not rise to speak on 
thatsubject.; he merely rose to suggest that the 
mode now proposed was a new mode of introdu- 
cing this subject to the Government of the United 
Staies. He always understood that it was the 
business of the’ President of the United States, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate; but, 
now, the gentleman proposed to make ita matter 
of a complicated nature. He concurred with the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, that this was a 
subject next to the tariff, in interest, to many 
persons in the United States; but, though he’ con- 
curred with him on that point, he disagreed with 
him as to the mode he proposed to pursue. The 
resolution of the gentleman from Massachusetts 
(Mr. Cusuina] proposed to request the President of 
the United States to open negotiations with the 
British Government; but it appeared to him (Mr. 
P.) that the gentleman should so have framed his 
resolution as to callupon the President for infor- 
mation; he should have inquired of the President 
whether negotiations were entered into, or were in- 
tended to be entered into; and the negotiations 
should have been left to the negotiating branch 
of the Government. : 

Mr. CUSHING suggested that the whole mat- 
ter rested on an act of Congress. 

Mr. PICKENS resumed, and was understood 
to say that it was a question of treaty and arrange- 
ment, and of the construction of such arrange- 
ments in which the British had got the advantage 
of us. It would be found to be an agitating ques- 
tion; and he, for one, would rather submit it to the 
negotiating branch of the Governmen!; and when 
the gentleman from Maryland (Mr. Kewnepy} 
brought up his bill, the whole subject would come 
before them; but, at present, they were treading 
upon ground which they were unfit to tread upon. 

Mr. KENNEDY of Maryland concurred en- 
lirely in the motion made by the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, to refer the whole subject to the 
Committee of the Whole having in charge the 
bill which had been alluded to. 

Mr. FESSENDEN expressed his surprise at the 
resolution introduced by the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. He was opposed to any negotiation of 
this matter, and, principally, upon the ground that 
it would be useless to atempt to settle it by nego- 
tiation, The gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
Apams,] when Secretary of State and President 
of the United States, had attempted that; but all 
his endeavors were fruitless. England would not 
yield, for a moment, her assent to any proposition 
to settle the question in that way. She admitted 
the principle we contended for in her direct trade; 
but would not in the colonial trade, in which the 
cabinet council resolved it could not be entertained, 
even as the subject of negotiation between the 
two nations. She had laid down this rule in 1823, 
and again in 1825, when Mr. Gallatin attempted 
to open negotiations, In answer to him, she de- 
clared she would not negotiate, but would legis- 
late. He therefore thought it somewhat extraor- 
dinary that gentlemen should ask the United States 
to cpen negotiations on a subject upon which Eng- 
land had refused to act. Considering the injuries 
our commerce was daily experiencing, he thought 
we should proceed to legislate, and place our com- 
merce upon that footing of equality which it onght 
to have, 

After some further remarks from Mr. FES- 
SENDEN, and a few words in reply from Mr. 
ADAMS, 

Mr. LOWELL of Maine obtained the floor, 
and would have addressed the House at this 
time, but for the expiration of the morning hour. 

Some conversation here ensued, in relation to 
the propriety of going into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union; motions to that effect 
having been mace by Messrs. SALTONSTALL 
and WALLACE. i 

Mr. CUSHING claimed the foor upon the mas 


tion to print an extra number of the report from - 


the commissioners appointed to investigate the af- 
fairs of the New. York custom-house. ` 

Some objection havingšbeen made, ` 
«Mr. CUSHING contended that this: was a privi- 
leged question; and Setanta peta 
. Fhe SPEAKER suggested the propriety of act- 
ing upon the. subject at once, since the type of the 
report (some 1,000 or 1,200 pages) was now stand- 
ing, and that the Government would thereby save 
a large sum by ordering the pripting before it. had 
“been distributed. i F 

Mr. CUSHING then commenced his - 
with the acquiescence of the Hottse. Fle; 
was. reluctant to pursue the cOurse of; remark 
which he felt bound to offer on ‘this ocgasion, by 
a sense of duty to his constituents, whos had been 
misrepresented and wrongfully accused in this re- 
port. More especially did he rfegret.ihat he had 
to speak at this time, when the subjegt had lost its 
freshness on the minds of the cpio With the 
exception of the prefatory remarks, Re should dis- 
cuss the matter of the report, and-got the manner 
of its initiation and introduction fo this. House. 

` In:reply to the gentleman from New York, (Mr. 
Woon,} who bad challenged him for the proof 
of any authority on the part of the Govern- 
ment to establish a semi-judicial process similar to 
this commission to investigate the New York cus- 
.tom-house, he would produce a few instanves. He 
referred to the case of John P. Van Ness and Amos 
Kendall, who were appointed by General Jackson 
to investigate the condition of the navy, and who 
made their reportin March, 1833. They were ap- 
pointed by the same authority—their mode of pro. 
ceeding was the same—their organization the same 
—their testimony published in the report, printed 
by. the House, in a manner analogous to the 
case now before it. if gentlemen would ex- 
amine the letter authorizing this commission, 
they would find that the letter written by President 
Tyler was not so extraordinary a production as 
‘they at first supposed. Fie then read a letter, 
signed by Messrs. Cass and Woodbury, in relation 
to the appointment of Messrs. Van Ness and Ken- 
dall;.and contended that the precise ground taken 
in it was covered by the instructions to Mr Poia- 
dexter, 

. The gentleman from Vermont [Mr. Evererr] 
had called on him to show authority to justify the 
mode of proceeding adopted in the present case by 
the Executive. His answer was to be found in the 
fact, that neither tae former commissioners to whom 
he referred, (Messrs. Van Ness and KenJall,) nor 
Mr. Poindexter and his associates, claimed the 
power to summon witnesses and compel their at- 
tendance, or to administer oaths. Whey did not 
claim so much power as that, or he would not 
undertake their defence. 

` He referred to other instances where commis- 
sioners had been appointed by the President for 
particular purposes—the case of J. S. Skinner, ap- 
pointed as an agent charged with the care of the 
British prisoners at the close of the late war; the 
cases of C., A. Rodney, Breckenridge, Graham, 
Bland, and Roberts. 

It was known to the House that various memo- 
rials had been sent in, making representations in 
relation to injustice alleged to be done individuals 
by the report of Messrs. Steuart and Keily, Bradley 
and Poindexter, and the large muss of cerrespond- 
ence accompanying the report made by the genile- 
man from Norta Carolina, [Mr. Sranzy,] from 
the Committee on Pablic Expenditures. ‘io set- 
tle the point at issue would require a minute and 
careful comparison of the reports, snd an analysis 
of their contents. . After reading a passage from 
the memoranda of Mr. Steuart, he said two alterna- 
tives were presented to the view—whether the im- 
portets had defrauded the revenue, and deprived 
the manufactures of that protection to which they 
were entitled by law; or whether the manufacturers 
had interfered in beha:! of their own interests, con- 
trary to the rights oí the importers. The commis- 
sioners were called upon to decide between the 
competing interests of the importers and the manu- 
factarers. - He then went on to show the cifference 
between a commission like the present anda grand 

uty: and referred to the practices under the civil 


law to illustrate his. position. A grand jury was 
‘sedentary, and dependent upon voluntary commu: 
nications to indict offenders. A commission like 
this was itinerant, ex parte, and did not conduct its 
proceedings as would be done before a jury, with 
counsel on both sides, and witnesses examined and 
cross-examined. The report made by the com- 
mission was not judicial, except in a portion of the 
inquiry, where it was engaged in an ‘investigation 
of the conduct of the collector, who. was allowed to 
be present. Not only were the commissioners not 
judges, bui they were instituting an inquiry to accuse. 
What was the report of the commissioners? It 
was an accusalory document—an act of accusation 
presented to the Executive. It was necessarily; im- 
perfect, incomplete, and, in many cases, erro- 
neous. The results arrived at by such a commission 
must operate against many individuals. In. the 
case of the commission appointed to investigate the 
facts in relation to the public buildings, we found 
their conelusions complaiaed of in the memorial of 
Mr. Mills, the architect. Of the report made by 
the commissioners on the New York custom-house, 
numerous complaints had been made. He cited 
the memorial of Jesse Hoyt, late collector; of B, 
F. Butler, late attorney; of Watson and Cairns; 
of Waite, Ranstice, Belt, and Jones; all of whom 
had publicly complained of the conclusions arrived 
atin the report. He cited these cases in illustra- 
tion of the character of the report. 

But the mest serious question which he should 
diseuss was, whether the allegations against the 
Eastern manufacturers were supported by evidence 
or not. He should question the conclusion; ar- 
rived at in the report, and treat itas he would the 
argument of any member upon the floor, upon one 
side of a similar question, endeavoring to convince 
the House and the country that its positions were 
erroneous. Tie began with the common remark 
that extensive frauds were perpetrated in the ad- 
ministration of the revenue at the New York cus- 
tom-house. He had in bis possession public jour- 
nals, published years ago, charging a corrupt col- 
lusion on the part of officers in that eustom-house 
with foreign importers. These importers were 
bound to this country by no permanent tie—not 
subject. to the influence of public opinion upon 
their conduct, and liable to abscond at any moment, 
wi houl prostrating any reputation they had ac- 
quired. 

The newspapers to which he referred he had col- 
lected some tıme sgo; thus showing that the con- 
viction was pretty general in the mind of the pub- 
lic that frauds were commitied upon the revenue. 
Time passed on, until the trath of this impression 
on the part of the public was attested by the decis- 
ions of the courts in the trials which took place in 
Boston, New York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore. 
The parties charged with frauds were found guilty, 
and stood as convicted criminals on the records of 
the courts. He cited the cases of J. R. Wood, 
Taylor, Blackburn and Co., and others, whose 
guilt was established, not only in the district and 
circuit courts, but also in the Supreme Court of 
the United States, These men had full and fair 
trials by juries of the country; and the judgments 
against them had the stamp and seal of verity from 
the highest tribunal in the nation. The question, 
then, that the foreign importers of New York were 
engaged in a system of fraud, was clearly estab- 
lished. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT said certain importers. 

Mr. CUSHING thanked him for the correction. 
He would now refer to the legislative history of 
these frauds. Their judicial investigation was 


‘succeeded by memorials to Congress, and to the 


Treasury Department. A vast number of memo- 
rials came on here, complaining of the injustice 
committed upon the revenue; and tke conviction 
on the partof a jarge majority of the House of 
Representatives was so strong, that a bill was 
passed, withoui hesitation, to suppress these frauds. 
Tt was sent to the Senate, and only failed to become 
a law, because the Senate appended to ita volu- 
minous bill, declaratory of what construction should 
be put upon the act-of 1832. That was ihe sole 
cause of its defeat. 

The report of the commissioners appointed to 
investigate the New York custom-house was an 


elaborate advocacy of the there, convicted enmi- 
nals, some of whom had actually absconded frome 
the country. These men had been convicted. by 
judicial and legislative proceedings, yet the country" 
was called on to pronounce them innocent; and: the: 
judges, juries, legislators, and, society,’ who had! 


-coavicted them, conspirators. It was an:extraor-. 


dinary state of facts; and it would not, he thought, 
be strange if a criminal in the penitentiary. were 
to.charge the jury and judges who convicted him. 
with conspiracy. The report. was, also, an élabo- 
rate anti-tarif document. It plainly evinced the 
bias on the minds of the commissiorféys in favor of 
that side of the great question of the manner in 
which. the revenue of the Government should be 
raised. 

He then went on to examine the evidences of 
the conspiracy ard combination in favor of their 
own interests, which had been charged upon the 
Eastern manufacturers, Why, he asked, should 
men who associated themselves together, be charged 
with conspiracy, and a design to resist the execu- 
tion of the revenue laws in New York? If it. were 
true that these manufacturers. had combined. to- 
gether, he could prove that theirs was a legal com- 
bination, although the language of the report im- 
plied that it was criminal. The theory of our 
criminal jurisprudence was such, that a party ag- 
grieved had to institute a prosecution for redress 
himself. There was no preventive police among, 
us to guard against the violation of our laws; and. 
the ordinary mode of attaining that object in this 
country was by combinations. Suppose a fire oc- 
curred in the community: did not indivicuals fre- 
quently associate themselves together to prevent 
like occurrences? So in cases of theft, men often 
associated together for the purpose of deteciing the 
guilly. So far from reprehending men for com- 
bining, he thought it the only mode by which jus- 
lice could be fully carried out. f 

In addition to the charge of combining together 
for their own interest, he replied to other accusas 
tions made against the Eastern manufacturers, and 
asked if a whole class of men should be con- 
demned on account of the guilt of one or two indi- 
viduals? He defended Mr. Lawrence from the al- 
legations against him, in consequence of bis having 
advised the collector of New York in relation to a 
part of his duties. It was not improper for any 
individual, he thought, to give the collector advice 
on any subject he might think proper. The col- 
lector was not so far above every one else, as not 
to receive advice from any quarter whatever. He 
was surprised that the charge should bave been 
made; and did not see how Mr. Lawrence could be 
considered as having acted improperly. 

He proceeded to notice the charges and imputa- 
tions made in the report against various other in- 
dividuals. From hearsay evidence, grave charges 
were made against the Eastern manufacturers. 
They were charged with the design of having an 
appraiser in the New York custom-house. This 
charge was founded only upon street talk, as ap- 
peared by the evidence of the only two men who 
were concerned. 

Again: charges had been made in relation to the 
appointments in the custom-house, Because tariff 
men had signed recommendations of individuals, 
they were charged with combining to defeat the 
execution of the law. As well might free-trade 
men be charged with a design to promote their 
views, when they signed like recom:nendations. 
He also referred to the charge that counscl had 
been employed to aid in the convicticn of men who 
were ried for frauds upon the customs. . Those 
who had rights, and felt themselves injured, were 
justified in using every endeavor to have their 
rights vindicated. It was not uncommon to em- 
ploy private counsel, even in cases of murder, to 
aid the public prosecutor. . 

He imagined that gentlemen expected to receive 
great aid from this report in the comirg discussion, 
upon the tariff question. He thought, however, 
they would find themselves mistaken, when they 
examined the subject. The facts stated in the re- 
port would not be used’ as arguments against a 
tariff; but, in view of the compromise (so called) 
of 1833, they proved that these frauds were the 
necessary consequence of ad valorem duties. Sa 


Jong as ‘ad-valorem duties on invoices existed, so 
‘Jone would the frauds on the revenue continue. It 
“was impossible to secure honest men as appraisers 
‘in all cases; and even when honest, they were lias 
ble to be ignorant of their duties. Toe duties, he 
shough!, should be specific in substance, if notin 


Yori. He instanced a ship with a ‘cargo of a 


hondred different articles from: France—articles 
‘which might be easily got in at some small port of 
entry, where there were no competent appraisers. 
“The system of specific duties, on the contrary, ad- 
anitted of ño frauds; and was sure of ‘attaining the 
objects of tarif laws—revenue to the Govern- 
ment, and protection to. the American manufac- 
tirer ` 
~. After a few further remarks, Mr. C. took his 
" “Seat. ` 

Mr. UNDERWCOD wished to make a brief re- 
‘ply to the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
Cusuine.] A great portion of the gentleman’s ar- 
gument he should of course not touch upon, be- 
cause it had nothing to do with the matters which he 
‘wished to bring to. the consideration of the House. 
He should not, therefore, go into the argument 
whether Mr. Poindexter’s report had done injustice 
to any portion of the citizens of Massachusetts, 
nor.should he attempt to contrast that report with 
the one of ‘Messrs. Steuart and Kelly. 

Mr. W. ©. JOHNSON here asked a question 
of Mr. Unperwoon; but the reporter neither heard 
it nor the reply. i 

Mr. ARNOLD understood that the gentleman 
‘from Kentucky had once already addressed the 
House on this question, and he therefore claimed 
the right to the floor. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD replied, that he had occu- 
pied the floor when the question was up for printing 
the reporis and accompanying documents. The 
question now up was the amendment be had sub- 
mitted. i 

The SPEAKER decided that, as the gentleman 
from Kentucky had already spoken on the subject, 
the gentleman from Tennessee was entitled to the 
floor if he persisted in claiming it. 

Mr. ARNOLD—after a few remarks, having 
reference to the inportance of the public business, 
which was suffering by the delays of the House, 
and deprecating the consumption of time ia the 
discussion of mere abstractions, when near ‘the 
close of the session, with so many matters before 
the House of deep interest to the country yet un- 
touched—-moved the previous question. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD appealed to the gentleman 
to withdraw the call for the previous question, in 
order that he might make such explanation as he 
deemed necessary to a perfect understanding of his 
positioa in regard to this question. 

Mr. ARNOLD declining to withdraw, the call 
for the previous question was seconded by the 
House, and the main question ordered. 


The main question being firston Mr. Unner- 
‘woop’s amendment to the motion for the printing 
of the message and documents, as follows: 

“But in the printing of this message and documents, this 
House does not intend to approve or sanction the institution of 
this commission; it being the opinion of this House that the 
President has no righttul authority to appoint or commission 
officers to investigate abuses, or to procure information on sub- 
jects to be acted upon by him, and to compensate such officers 
at the public expense, without authority given by Jaw.” 


Mr. UNDERWOOD submitted a modification 
which he wished to make to the amendment; but, 
it being objected to by several, it was not received. 

The yeas and nays having been ordered, 

Mr. W. COST JOHNSON asked a division of 
the amendment; which was ordered. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL moved to lay the whole 
subject on the lable: rejected—yeas 80, nays 99. 

The question was then taken on the first divi- 
sion of the amendment, as follows: 


“But in the printing of this message and documents, this 


House does not intend to approve or sanction the institution of 
this commission.” 


Which question was decided in the affirmative— 
yeas 86, nays 83, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Arnold, Arrington, Atherton, Aycrigg, Birds- 
eve, Botts, Boyd, Brewster, Friggs, Aaron V. Brown, Milton 
Brows, Charles Brown, Burke, William Butler, William O. 
Buler, Green W., Caldweli, Patrick ©. Caldwell, Thomas. J. 
: ainpbel, Caruthers, J. C. Clark, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Mark 

er, Cravens, Daniel, G. Davis, Richard D. Davis, 
Ng, Eastman, Jobn C, Edwards, Egbert, Everett, 
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: Fillmore, J. G. Floyd; A. L. Foster, Green, Hopkins, Houck, 
Hovstos: Hovard. Hades, Cave Johnson, Isaac D. Jones, 
> Keim, Lane, Lewis, Linn, Littlefield, Abraham McClellan, 
Robert McClellan, McKay, McKeon, Alfred Marshall, Mathiot, 
Mathews, Mattocks, Maynard,. Medill, Miller, Mitchell, Pat- 
ridge, Payne, Pendleton; Pickens, Pope, Rayner, Reding, 
Rencher, Reynolds, Rogers, Roosevelt, James M. Russell, 
Shaw, Shields, Stanly, Steenrod, Summers, John B. Thomp- 
son, Underwood, Van Buren, Warren, Watterson, Joseph. L. 


hite, Christopher I. Williams—86. ; 
WAYS. Mestre. Adams, Alen, Sheriock J. Andrews, Baker, 
Bidlack, Black, Blair, Boardman, Bowne, Brockway, Bronson, 
| Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, John Campbell, William 
| B. Campbell, Casey, Chapman, Childs, Chittenden, Staley N. 
Clarke, Colquitt, Cowen, Cranston, Cushing, John Edwards, 
. Fessenden, Fornance, Gambie, Gentry, Gerry, Goggin, Wil- 
liam O. Goode, Granger, Halsted, Hays, Holmes, Hubard, 
Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, W. W. Irwin, James, 
William Cost Johnson, John P. Kennedy, McKennan, Maxwell, 
Meriwether, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Newhard, Oliver, 
Parmenter, Plumer, Powell, Benj. 
Randolph, Rhett, Ridgway, Riggs, Rodney, Wm. Russell, Sal- 
atonstall, Saunders, Truman Smith, Snyder, Sprigg, — Stokely, . 
Stration, J. T. Stuart, Taliaferro, Tillinghast, Toland tom: 
linson, Trumbull, Wallace, Westbrook, Edward D. White, 
Thomas W. Williams, Wood, and Yorke—83. 


Mr. McKEON asked if it would be in order to 
move to lay the remaining portion of the amend- 
ment on the table. 

The SPEAKER said that question had already 
been decided by the House, and was not now in 
order, 

Mr. McKEON. I move to lay the second branch 
of the amendment on the table. 

Mr. ADAMS. I move to lay the whole subject 
on the table; and that motion is certainly in order, 
for there has been action by the House since the 
motion to lay the subject on the table was decided. 
This House having undertaken to decide upon the 
constitutional powers of the President, it is time to 
get rid of the question. [Cries of “Order, order.”] 
lask the gentleman from Kentucky to put his 
finger on that clauze of the Constitution which 
sanctions his amendment. [Loud cries of “Order, 
order.” 

The SPEAKER said that the motion to lay the 
whole subject on the table would now be in order; 
and the question having been put, it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 96, nays 76, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs, Adams, Allen, Arrington, Atherton, Black, 
Blair, Boardman, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Brockway, Aaron 
V. Brown, Burke, Burnell, William O. Butler, Green W. Cald- 
well, Patrick C. Caldwell, Calhoun, John Campbell, Chapman, 
Chittenden, John C. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, Clifford, Clinton, 
Colquiu, Cross, Cushing, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, Doig, 
Eastman, John Edwards, John C. Edwards, Egbert, Everett, 
Fessenden, Fillmore, Gerry, Granger, Jabersham, Halsted, 
Harris, John Hastings, Hayes, Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, 
Houston, Chas. J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, William W. 
Irwin, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Littlefield, Abraham 
McClellan, Robert McClellan, McKay, McKeon, Alfred Mar- 
shall, Mathews, Mattocks, Maxwell, Mitchell, Morris, Morrow, 
Oliver, Parmenter, Patridge, Payne, Pickens, Plumer, Ben- 
jamin Randall, Randolph, Rencher, Rhett, Riggs, Rodney, 


Roosevelt, Saltonstall, Saunders, Shaw, Shields, Truman Smith, 
Snyder, Steenrod, Stratton, Tillinghast, Tomlinson, Watterson, 
Weller, Edward D. White, Thos. W. Williams, Wood, Yorke, 
and John Young—96, 

NAYS—Messrs. Landaff W. Andrews, Sherlock J. Andrews, 
Arnold, Aycrigg, Baker, Barton, Bidlack, Birdseye, Botts, 
Briggs, Bronson, Milton Brown, Charles Brown, Jeremiah 
Brown, Wm. Butler, William B. Campbell, Thomas J. Camp- 
bell, Caruthers, Casey, Mark A. Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, 
Cravens, Garrett Davis, Dean, Fornance, A. Lawrence Foster, 
Thomas F. Foster, Gamble, Gentry, Goggin, Green, Howard, 
Hudson, James, Wm. C. Johnson, Isaac D. Jones, Keim, John 
P. Kennedy, Lane, Lewis, Linn, McKennan, Mathiot, Maynard, 
Medit, Meriwether, Miller, Moore, Morgan, Newhard, Pen- 
dieton, Pope, Alexander Randall, Rayner, Reding, Reynolds, 
Ridgway, Rogers, William Russell, James M., Russell, Sprigg, 
Stanly, stokely, John T. Stuart, Summers, Sweney, Taliaferre, 
John B. Thompson, Toland, Underwood, Van Buren, Wallace, 
Warren, Joseph L. White, and Christopher I. Williams—76. 


On motion by Mr. SALSTONSTALL, the 
House resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. McKeen- 
wan of Pennsylvania ia the chair.) 

Mr. S. moved that the committee take up the 
tariff bill, (No. 312,) reported from the Commitiee 
on Manufactures. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the committee 
take up the biil (No. 472) to provide revenue 
from imports,and to change and modify existing 
laws imposing duties oa imports, and for other 
urposes, 


Mr. UNDERWOOD moved that the committee 


take up the bill te allow further time for issuing 
military land warrants to soldiers of the late war 
with Great Britain. 3 

Ar. GAMBLE moved that the committee take 
up the bill from. ihe Senate (No. 17) reported from 
the Committee on Military Affairs, for the payment 


of the claims of certain companies of Georgia 


militia. 


andali, Alexander Randall, | 


Mr. JOSEPH R. INGERSOLL. moved that the 
committee take up bill (No 99) to provide for cer- 
tain incidental and contingent expenses of the Gov- 
ernment for the year 1842; and 

Mr. GILMER moved that the committee take 
up the bill to regulate the mileage of members of 
Congress. ~ 

The question was first taken by tellers, (Messrs. 
James of Pennsytvania and Foster of Georgia,) 
on the motion of Mr. Sanronsrann, and decided 
in the negative-—yeas 58, nays 91. 

So the committee refused to proceed to the con- 
sideration of the ‘tariff bill of the Committee on 
Manufactures. 

` The next question in order being on the motion 
of Mr. FILLMORE—- 

Mr. PICKENS inquired if it was in order to ask 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means a question. He wished to know if the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
intended to press the bill reported by bim to final 
action, before acting on the bill reported by him 
yesterday, to continue the present tariff for a lim- 
ited time? f 

[Cries of “Order! order 1] 

Messrs. CAMPBELL of Tennessee and STRATTON 
were appointed tellers; who, on taking the ques- 
tion, reported ayes 91, noes 60. 

So the committee determined to proceed to the 
consideration of the bill reported by the Committee 
of Ways and Means, to provide revenue from im- 
ports, and to change and modify existing laws im- 
posing duties on imports, and for other purposes ; 
and the Clerk proceeded to read it through. When 
he had finished reading the bill, 

Mr. MORGAN moved that the committee rise, 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, however, obtained 
permission to move to lay aside that bill for to-day, 
for the purpose of taking up a bill which he held 
in his hand, being the bill to provide for the contin- 
gencies which were stricken out of the civil and 
diplomatic appropriation bill, He said they could 
make some progress with it to-day, and it could be 
taken up at intervals, whenever the House should 
not be ready to consider the tariff bill. : 

Mr. RHETT moved that the committee rise ; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. RAYNER then reported a bill, from the 
Committee on Commerce, to establish a port of en- 
try in South Carolina; which was read twice, and 
committed to the Committee of the Whole. 

A bill from the Senate, authorizing the register 
of a brig lying at the port of New York, was 
read twice. 

The House then adjourned. 

The Speaker yesterday laid before the House 
a memorial of Amos Kendall, praying to be re- 
leased from a judgment obtained against him, in 
favor of Wm. B. Stokes, Lucius W. Stockton, and 
Daniel Moore, in consequence of official acts done 
by him while holding the office of Postmaster Gen- 
eral; and also to be refunded reasonable costs and 
charges incurred in defending the said suit; and 
compensation for the great loss of time and other 
inconveniences to which he had been subjected; 
which petition was referred to thé Committee on 
the Judiciary. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuorspay, June 9, 1842, 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the S2n- 
ate a communication from the Treasury Depart- 
ment, made in compliance with a resolution of the 
Senate of the 26th April last, calling on the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury for information whether 
any new books had been opened in that depart. 
ment since the 4th of March, 1840, and, if any, to 
what extent; of the amount of expenditures since 
the 4th March, 1841, to 4ih March, 1842; and of the 
amount of demands accruing for the same periods. 
The communication of the Secretary dees not state 
that any new books have been opened since the 
periods mentioned in the resolution; and states that 
the accompanying statements of the auditors and 
comptrollers explain, in detail, the impossibility of 
showing with accuracy, at this lime, the amounts of 
the expenditures, and the demands, within the spe- 
cifie periods mentioned in the resolution, 
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On motion: of Mr. "WOODBURY, ordered’ to 
lie on the table and be ‘printed. bas 
Mr. WRIGHT said; several weeks-ago a bill fiom 
the. House, for the relief of James Tonge, Jobn 
Scriviner, and. the heirs of William Hodson, was re- 
férted to ihe Committee on Claims, which commit- 
tee made an unfavorable report to its passage. Since 
that time, be had received from the petitioners.an 
additional mass of testimony in support of the 
elim; and, therefore, asked that the bill be recom- 
mitied to the same committee with the additional 
testimony; which motion was agreed to. : 

Mr. STURGEON presented a memorial signed 
by two hundred and fifty inhabitants of Mont- 
gomery county, Pennsylvania, complaining of the 
operations of the tariff law of 1832; and asking 
that, inthe new arrangement of the tariff, regard 
may be had to the protection of American industry: 
referred to the Commiittee' on Manufactures. 

Mr. S. also presented some additional testimony 
in support. of the claim of Mary Wolfe, which had 
been reported unfavorably upon; and which report, 
Mr. S: believed, had been concurred in. These 
papers were ordered to be filed with the other docu- 
ments relating: to the claim. 

On motion of Mr; ARCHER; the memorial of 
Farrow and Harris was taken from the table, and 
referred to the.Committee on Claims. 

Mr. ARCHER presented a memorial froma public 
meeting, held in the city of Philadelphia, remonstrat- 
ing against the proposed reduction in the appropria- 
tions to the navy; which was ordered to lie on the 
wile, where the bill to which it had reference now 
ies, 

‘Mr. TALLMADGE presented a similar memo- 
rial from the cities of New York and Brooklyn; 
Which was disposed of in like manner. 

Mr. T. also presented a. petition of Eph- 
raim Whittaker, an officer of the army of the 
Revolution, praying to be paid the amount of in- 
terest on his commutation pay: referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. YOUNG presented a memorial from a 
large. number of citizens of Illinois, remonstrating 
against any alteration of the mail-route from Os- 
wego to some point in La Falle county; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office acd 
Post Roads, : 

Mr. ARCHER, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to which had been referred the bill to regu- 
late. the appointment and pay of the engineers in 
the navy of the United States, reported the same 
back, with several amendments; which were read, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MERRICK, frem the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, to which had been re- 
ferred several memorials in relation to the reduc- 
tion of the rates.of postage, and to restricting the 
franking privilege, reported a bill to reduce and 
equalize the rates of postage, and to regulate the 
tranking privilege, and for other purposes ; which 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. SMITH, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported back, with en amendment, the bill 
granting to the county of Johnson, in the Territory 
of Iowa, the right of pre-emption to a tract of land 
for a seat of justice for said county, and repealing 
the-second section of an act approved the 31 day 
of March, 1839, entitled “An aet making a dona- 
tion of land to the Territory of Iowa, for the pur- 
pose of erecting public buildings thereon.” Mr. 8. 
said theamendment merely excluded the right of 
pre-emption to the reserved sections adjoining Io- 
wa city, when they shall be offered at public sale. 
‘With this amendment, the committee recommend- 
ed th> passage of the bill. 

‘Ona motion of Mr. SMITH, the Committee on 
Public Lands was discharged from the considera- 
tion of the joint resolution of the Legislature of 
lowa, asking these iands as a donation to that Ter- 
ritory. 

Mr. BAGBY. from the Commitiee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, made an adverse report on 
the petition of R. L. Morris, praying the aid of 
Government in the consiruction of a steamboat to 
carry the mail; which was ordered to lie on the ta- 
ble. Sa ae 

My. Bi, from. the same committee, to which bad 
peen referred the bill for the relief of Benjamin F. 


7 


‘stands, erders the Siates to be 


Hard, reported the same back without amendment, 
and recommended its passage. 


Mr. GRAHAM, from the Committee on Claims, |} 


to which had been referred House bill for the re- 
lief of J. P. Converse and Henry J. Rees, reported 
the same back without amendment. 

Mr. G. also reported baek, from the same com- 
miitee, without ameadment, House bill for the re- 
lief of Edwin H. Childers, administrator of John 
P. Hickman. —- 

Mr. WOODBURY said, seme days ago he sub- 
mitted a resolution, calling for information of what 
amount of the late loan had been taken, and at 
what rate of discount. He wished that it would 
be taken up and passed upon; but he was not dis- 
posed to press its consideration at this moment, if 
there was any objection to its adoption. 

Mr. EVANS ssid there was serious objection to 
the adoption of it now; he hoped such information 
would be received in a few days, as would render 
it not improper to adopt the resolution. 

Mr. WOODBURY said, as the Senator from 
Maine [Mr. Evans] objected to its adoption now, 
he would not, therefore, press action on it until 
the apportionment bill was disposed of. 

Mr. GRAHAM made some inquiry of the 
chairman of the Committee on Commerce, how far 
that committee had progressed with the considera- 
lion of the bill making appropriations for the erec- 
tion of harbor at the Roanoak inlet. 

Mr. HUNTINGYON replied that the commit- 
tee had the bill before them, but were waiting the 
action of the House committee on the same subject; 
but, after waiting a recsonable time, if the House 
did not act vpon it, the committee would proceed 
to do so. 

On motion of Mr. PHELPS, the Senate took up, 
as in committee of the whole, the bill for the sette- 
mentof the accounts of Silas Dean. The question 
pending being the amendment proposed by Mr. 
Ciayton, to limit the amount to be allowed to the 
sum ascertained to be due by the accounting of- 
ficers of the Treasury in 1838; and providing that 
if, on the reijnvestigation of the claim, any errors 
should be found in the items then admitied, those 
items should be disaliowed. 

The question was taken on this amendment, and 
it was agreed to; and the bill was reported to the 
Senate. The question now being, Shall the bill 
be ordered to be engrossed for a third reading? 

Messrs. YOUNG and HENDERSON oppored 
the bill, and Messrs. STURGEON, PHELPS, and 
BERRIEN defended it, in a discussion which last- 
ed till 14 o’clock; when 

On motion of Mr. LINN, the bill was laid on 
the table till to-morrow morning. . 

On motion, the Senate proceeded to consider, as 
in committee of the whole, i 


THE APPORTIONMENT BILL. . f 


Mr. ALLEN moved the following amendmeft, 
to come in after the second section: 


Provided, that nothing in this section shall be so construed 
as to require the subdivieion of any county or city in any State, 
witha view to the formation of single districts, when such snb- 
division would be contrary to the existing law or usages of such 
State, and to the habits and customs of the people thereof, 

Oa this amendment he called for the yeas and 
pays; which were ordered, and resulted ia the 
negative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Lino, McRoberts, Smith of Connecti- 
cut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walier, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, 
Wright, and Young—19, 

NAYS—MNosers, Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clayton, Crafts, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Hunting- 
ton, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Por- 
ter, Presion, Rives, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tall- 
madge, White, and Woodbridge—27, 

Mr, BENTON observed thet the bill, as it now 
ided into as many 
districts as they bave members apportioned to 
them; but, es poinied out bythe Senator from 
Delaware yesterday, [Mr. Bayarn,] a district may 
contain any number—-300,000, for instanee, if the 
city of New York is made one district, Ancther 
may have only so many hundreds, instead of thou- 
sands. If New York hasa Democratic popula- 
tion, it might be made a single distriet; while an- 
other portion, with the same amount of population, 
but all Whigs, might be divided into six districts; 
giving six party votes on one side against one vote 


onthe other. This might.be all. done; but, to pres 
vent it, he would offer the following amendment: - 

Provided, That such districts shall be, as nearly as-practié 
cable, equal in the number of their inhabitants. i walk 

On this amendment he called for the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered, and. resulted. as fyl< 
lows: a s p 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Borton, Berrien, Buchanan,” 
Calhoun, Clayton, Cratts, Cuthbert, Evans, Fulton, Henderson, 
King, Linn, McRoberts, Mangum, . Porter, Smith of Connecti- 
cut, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Sturgeon, Ta pan, Walker, 
White, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbridge, Woodbury,. Wright, 
and Young—30. : s oe 

NaYS—Messts. Barrow, Bayard, Conrad, Graham, Kerr, 
Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Rives, and Tailmadge—10. ` ee 

The bill was then reported back from the comi 
mittee of the whole. 

The question came up on concurring in the first 
amendment adopted in committee of the whole; 
which was to strike out the ratio of 50,179 in the 
6th line, and insert 70,680. 

Mr. BERRIEN asked if the question was not on 
the ratio? 

The CHAIR answered in the affirmative. . | 

Mr. BAYARD honed the Chair would first pro» 
pose the first amendment made in the committee of 
the whole, which was that on the principle of rep- 
resenting fractions. 

The CHAIR observed that would be the regular 
course. go 

The question then came vp on concurring wich 
the committee of the whole in the first amendment 
in order, which was that allowing an additional 
member to each State having a fraction greater 
than a moiety of the ratio. 

Mr. WRIGHT called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. g 

And the amendment was concurred in—yeas 27, 
nays 19, 28 follows: $ 

YEAS— Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Choate, Clayton; 
Conrad, Crafts, Cuthbert, Evans, Fulton, Graham, Henderson, 
Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Morehead, Phelps, Por- 
ter, Simmons, Sprague, Tulimadge, Walker, White, Wilcox, 
Woodbridge, and Young—27, 

NAYS—Messrs, Allen, Archer, Bagby, Bayard, Benton, 
Buchanan, King, Linn, McRoberts, Miller, Preston, Rives, 
Sinith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Sturgeon, Tappan, 
Williams, Woodbury, and Wright—19, 

The next amendment was in the sixth line, al- 
tering the ratio from 50,179 to 70,680; which was 
concurred in. i 

The next amendment was the following at the 
end of the second section: 

“Provided, That the provisions of this law shali not affect 
the election of members to the twenty-eighth Congress.” 

Mr. WHITE suggested that the proper question 
Wwouid be that of filling up the numbers: in refer- 


‘ence to the respective States. « 


The CHAIR said, if the Senate consented, that . 
would be the proper course. 

The Senate assenting, the question was taken on 
concurring with the committee of the whole in al» 
tering the number of Representatives to conform 
with the new ratio. 

The amendments were to insert the apportion- 
ment of each State, respectively, to which it is en- 
tiled by the ratio of 70,680, in lien of those adapt. 
ed to a ratio of 50,179, as fellows: Maine 7; New 
Hampshire 4, Massechuseits 10; Connecticut 4; 
Vermont 4; New York 34; New Jersey 5; Penn- 
eylvania 24; Delaware 1; Maryland 6; Virginia 
15; North Carolina 9; South Carolina 7; Georgia 
8; Alabanva 7; Louisiana 4; Mississippi 4; Ten- 
nessee 11; Kentucky 10; Ohio 21; Indiana 10; H- 
lnois 7; Missouri 5; Arkansas l; Michigan 3; 
Raode Island 2. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

The question then came up on the addition to 
the second clause adopted yesterday, vamely— 

“Providec, That the provisions of this law shall not affect 
the ci n of members to the 23th Congress,” 

Gn this question the yeas and nays having been 
ealled for, were ordered, and resulted in the nega- 
tive, 2s follows: 

YEAS—Messrs, Allen, Bagby, Benton, Berrien, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Cuthbert, Fulton, Henderson, King, Linn, McRoberts, 
, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Waiker, Wil- 

. Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and Yourng—22. 
WAYVS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choate, 
Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Cvans, Graham, Han iigion, Kerr, 
Mangum; Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Preston, 
Simmons, Smith of Iadiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, White, and 
Woodbridge ~25. 

The next question was on concurring with the 


committee of the whole ia.Mr. Benron’s. amend- 
ment, providing that the districts shall consist, 38 
nearly.as prac icable, of an equal number of in- 
habitants. i : 
` Mr. GRAHAM observed that. this might occa- 
sion divisions of counties. | 

Mr. MERRICK thought the regulation of the 
districts should be left to.the States themselves. 

Mr. TALLMADGE hoped the amendment 
would not be adopted. It wouid be a great incon- 
venience to his State, as counties and cities. would 
be divided. / 

Mr. WOODBURY reminded gentlemen that a 
very, decided vote, by yeas and nays, had been 
taken on the subject of dividing counties or cities. 
He was very much obliged to the Senator from 
Missouri for the introduction of the amendment; 
which he should have proposed himself, had not 
the Senator brought it forward. $ 

Mr. CONRAD considered this amendment would 
render the division of counties inevitable; and for 
that reason he weuld vote against it. 

Mr. WRIGHT observed that his strong objec- 
tion to the second clause of this bill was the cer- 
tainty that it rendered the division of counties 
inevitable. ~ 

The Senator from Delaware, with his accustom- 
ed frankness, said, yesterday, “You can make one 
district of the city of New York, with its 312,000 
inhabitants, if you choose.” It is true. But he (Mr. 
W.) trusted that no State would ever resort to such 
an act, by which such injustice would be done. It 
is utterly vain to say that, if you pass this bill, you 
do not compel the States to divide counties. And 
the most objectionable feature is, that you compel 
them to divide the States into counties, and make 
three or four sectional divisions within a few min- 
utes’ walk. I am disposed to preserve the just 
representative principle, if possible, ; 

Mr. BAYARD thought one great reason why 
Congress should not act directly in districting the 
States, was, that the Siates themselves understood 
the territorial circumstances of the districts better 
than Congress could possibly know them. It seem- 
ed to him thatthe safest plan would be for Con- 
gress not to touch the subject at all, but to leave it 
to the States themselves. The members of the 
Legislatures are responsible to their constituents for 
making an equitable distribution. 

Mr. KING observed that the Senator from Del- 
aware was now in favor of leaving the matter 
alone altogether; but, unfortanately, he found the 
honorable Senator interfering with the very mat- 
ter he was contending they should not interfere 
with, The Senator now declared they could safely 
leave the matter to the discretion of the Siates—the 
very thing which the Senator and his friends had 
advocated with so much zeal, to prevent the States 
making their own arrangements, and binding them 
down to single districts, alihough the population 
of some of them had doubled. The truth seemed 
to-be, that genilemen here were afraid to trust the 
bill again to the other House, Let it go to them, 
and let them rejyct it if they please; and let it go 
to the country that they are Prepared to force upon 
the States the necessity of making districts, which 
must be attended with inconvenience. Mr. K. 
proposed to amend the amendment, by adding the 
words “as nearly as may be, without dividing 
counties.”? 

Mr. SIMMONS thought some inconveniences 
m'ght arise in counties of cities; and he believed 
there ought to be some proviso that it shall not af- 
fect counties containing more than enovch of in- 
habitants for one Representative. j 


Mr. WALKER called for the yeas and nays; 


which were ordered, and resulted in the afirmative, 
as follows: 


, YEAS—Meszrs, Allen, Archer, Bagby, Bates, Benton, Ber- 
rien, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clayton, Cathhert, Evans, Ful- 
ton, Henderson, King, Linn, McRoberts, Mangum, Porter, 
Preston, Smich of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Sturgeon, 
Tappan, Walker, White, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, 
Wright, and Young—30. 

NAYS—Messrs, Barrow, Bayard, Choate, Conrad, Crafts, 
Graham, Kerr, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Rives, Sim- 
mons, Sprague, Talimadge, and Woosbridgze—16. 

Mr. LUNN observed, that it had been stated 
‘yesterday by the Senator from Virginia, [Mr. 
Ancner,] that his reason for voting ia favor of the 


nd<clause of this bill was, that ke wished to | 
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proiect minorities—anticipating that, in two- years, 
he and his friends might be ina minority. He 
would, thereforé, move for exempting the State of 
Missouri, which was one of the minority States, 


from the operation of the compulsory clause, until `> 


after the 28th Congress; and he hoped the Senator 
from Virginia, whose sympathies were so. strong in 
favor of protecting minorities, weuld vote with 
him. is 


Mr. WALKER asked the Senator to include - 


the State of Mississippi. 

Mr¥LINN assented. ‘ 

Mr. BERRIEN hoped the Senator would include 
Georgia. . 

Mr. LINN said, Certainly. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut hoped the Senator 
would include the State of Connecticut. 

Mr. LINN asked if that State elected by districts, 
or by general-ticke(? 

Mr. SMITH replied, partly by the district sys- 
tem, and partly by the general-ticket system. 

Mr. LINN obj-cted, that including any State 
electing partially or wholly by the district system 
would embarrass his motion. 

Mr. WILLIAMS asked the Senator from Mis- 
souri to include the State of Maine. 

Mr. LINN assented. 


Mr. SMITH of Connecticut hoped the Senator - 


would not object to including Connecticut. 

Mr. LINN could not consent to open up the 
whole discussion again. He had proposed to ex- 
empt Missouri, because he was unwilling. that 
there should be any collision between that State 
and the General Government. 

Mr. MERRICK objected to the amendment, on 
the ground of partiality, in legislating for special 
exemptions from a general Jaw. 

Mr. LUNN did not see any force in the Senator’s 
objection. The States which elect by the general- 
ticket system are subjected to special grievances in 
this law; and all be asked by his amendment was, 
that time should be given to them for the change 
they are required to make. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said, if he knew himself, he 
would vote for this amendment without the slight. 
est tinge of party feeling. He wished, if possible, 
to avoid the dangerous collision which may—nay, 
which must—arise at the meeting of the next Con- 
gress between the ‘Federal and State authorities, 
should the bill become a law in its present form. 
Of course, by collision he did not mean the use of 
foree. It was now manifest that, in one or two of 
the smaller States, where the general-ticket sys'em 
prevailed, the elections must be held under that 
sysiem before it would be possible for their Legis- 
latures to assemble and change the law. In cases 
of this kind, their Representatives would appear 
and demand their seats. This would produce both 
danger and delay. The House would be occupied 
a longer time in discussing and deciding this im- 
portant constitutional question, than they bad been 
in discussing and deciding the New Jersey ques- 
tion, And, besides, who weuld be the judges? 
The members of the House wouid assemble with- 
out any organization; for no law had provided 
what should be the prima facie evidence of a mem- 
bers title to his seat. 

He appealed to Senators to consider seriously 
the consequences which might arise from the re- 
jection of this amendment. It could do no harm, 
in any possible poiut of view; and it might save 
us from a delicate and dangerous question, which 
might shake the Union. 

He did not think theré was any weight in the 
constitutional objection cf the Senator from Mary- 
land, [Mr. Mernicx.] There were one or two 
eases under the Constitution which required that 
we should pass uniform laws, such as in cases of 
bankrupte;; but the Constitution did not require 
uniform legislation in preseribirg the manner of 
holding elections. On the conwary, the framers of 
the Constitution had anticipated partial legislation 
in this very case. It was intended to secure an 
election of Representatives to those States in whic! 5 
from the negiect, refusal, or inability of the Legis- 
tures, they would be deprived of Representatives 
without the interposition of Congress. It was in- 
tended to provide a remedy for the very ease now 
before us, 


The question was then taken on the amendment, 


as follows: 

Provided, That this section shall not take effect, as tothe 
election of Representatives from the States of Missouri, Mis- 
sissippi, Georgia, and Maine, till after the election of Repre- 
sentatives for said States for the 28th Congress. 

- And it was decided in the negative—yeas 22, 
nays 24;-as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Bates, Benton, Berrien, 
Buchanan, Calhoun,. Choate, Cuthbert, Fulton, Henderson, 
King, Linn, McRoberts, Rives, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, 
Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—22, 

NAYS—Messrs, Archer, Barrow, Bayard, Clayton, Conrad, 
Crafts, Evans, Grabam, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, 
Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Preston, Simmons, Smith 
of Connecticut; Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, White, 
and Woodbridge—24. 


Mr. WALKER offered the following amend- 
ment, on which he called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered: ` 


Provided, That the next election for Congress in those 
States voting under existing laws by ‘general ticket, shall not 
be affected by this section. 


Mr. MERRICK objected, that the Senate had 
already rejected the preposition. : 

Mr. WALKER insisted that no question had 
been taken on the subject in that form, 

The CHAIR decided that no question had been 
taken on the specific proposition, 

Mr. MERRICK said his objection to the amend- 
ment was the same as to the proposition in any 
other form. : 

The question was then taken, and resulted in 
the negative as follows—yeas 23, nays 23: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Bayard, Benton, Berrien, 
Buchanan, Cathoun, Cuthbert, Fulton, Henderson, King, Linn, 
McRoberts, Rives, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tap- 
pan, Walker, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and 
Young—23. 

NAYS— Messrs, Archer, Barrow, Choate, Clayton, Conrad, 
Crafts, Evans, Graham, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, 
Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Preston, Simmons, Smith of 
Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, White, and Woodbridge—23, 

Mr. BENTON observed that the election in Mis- 
souri would come on, unde? the general-ticket sys- 
tem, on the first Monday in July. It would not be 
in the power of the Governor to receive any notifi- 
cation of the passage of this law, in time to issue 
his proclamation postponing the election; and it 
would, therefore, be an impossibility for the State 
of Missouri to be represented according to the re- 
quirements of this law. He wouid, therefore, 
move the following amendment: : 

Provided, That in any State where it shall be impossible, 
for want of time, to district the State before the first election for 
Representatives, then, andin that case, this section shall not 


apply to such State until the second election of Representatives 
under this act. 


Mr. MERRICK proposed an amendment to the 
amendment, that such State shall not hold any. 
election during the present year. 

Mr. ARCHER denied that there was any neces- 
sity for the amendment at all. 

Mr. MERRICK withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. BERRIEN requested the amendment would 
be read. 

It was read. 

Mr. BERRIEN then asked if the word “impos- 
sibility” was intended to be applied to the holding 
of elections under existing laws. 

Mr. BENTON explained, that, under existing 
laws, it wou d be impossible to hold the elections in 
conformity with the requisitions of this bill, and 
that there would be an utter impossibility of put- 
Ung the State in possession of this mandate before 
its elections take place. 

_ Mr. BAYARD:observed, as a mere abstract ques- 
tion, no State should be required to district itself, 
where an absolute “ impossibility ” of compliance 
existed, He believed no Senator would insist on 
such an abstract principle as that. But this- was 
qnite a different thing; no such impossibility really 
would exist. To givea liberty to remain inactive, 
and thereby create an impossibility, would be 
hardly required of Congress. It would lead to such 
a wide field of inconclasiveness, that he thought the 
Senator ought to change his proposition, so as to 
apply it mainly to his own State; and he would 
then vote for it, upon-the showing that time could 
not be had for the election in that State. 

Mr. BENTON explained the impossibilities, as 
his State was concerned. 

The yeas and nays were then called for, and 
ordered; aad they resulted—yeas 21, nays 24, as 
follows: - : 


“YEAS—Messrs: Allen, Bagy, Bayard, Benton, ‘Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Lian, McRoberts, Rives, 
Smith ef Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, ‘Wilcox, 
Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—2I. = 
NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Berrien, Choate, Clayton, 
Conrad, Crafts, Evans, Graham, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, 
Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Preston, Simmons, 
Sniith of Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, White, and Wood. 
bridge—24. ` . 
Bothe amendment was not adopted. 
“Mr. WOODBURY submitted the following 
amendment: 


And provided, That this section shall not be considered to 
deprive the people Of any State, or district therein, of the right 
to be represénted, and to choose Representatives to Congress in 
the mode existing under the several State laws, until regulations 
aré made there by the State Legislatures or Congress, prescri- 
bing the boundaries of any new district required. 

Mr. W. stated that his object wasto preserve.the 

representative principle, and guard against the pes- 
ple being disfranchised by any neglect of either 
Congress or the State Legislatures in districting the 
States. The Governor may refuse to issue his proc- 
lamation; or one House of the Legislature may be 
in favor of districting the States, and the other op- 
posed; or the Governor may disapprove of any law 
passed by them. It was, therefore, to guard against 
any thing of this kind—suspending the representa- 
tive principle—that he offered his amendment. 
» Mr. PRESTON opposed the amendment on the 
principle that it was the duty of the Legislatures of 
the States to protect the representative principle to 
the people; and it would be improper for the Gen- 
eral Government to step in between the State Le- 
gislatures and their communities. This should be 
‘Teft'to the States themselves. He trusted, there- 
fore, that this amendment would share the fate of 
its predecessors. : . 

Mr. HUNTINGTON thought it would be the 
same thing as leaving it entirely discretionary with 
the States whether they would conform to the law 
or not, He was sure such a proposition as this 
could not be sanctioned by the Senate. 

` Mr. SMITH of Connecticut considered the 
amendment submitted by the Senator from New 
Hampshire a very proper: one, because Congress 
chad not gone as far as the only power it could have, 
Tequired it should go—in fixing the districts itself. 
Having failed to do its duty in this respect, it was 
‘bound to protect the representative principle, which 
by its present action it endangers. 
. Mr. CUTHBERT said he thought the objections 
made by Senators on‘the other side, that the opera- 
tion-of the amendment would be partial, were en- 
titled to no weight; because the Constitution, by 
the acknowledgment of all, expressly designed, in 
this section, to provide for partial legislation, when 
the exigency of the case demanded it. It designed 
to provide expressly for partial legislation in cases 
` where, on account of pertinacity, or the prevalenee 
of intemperate action on the part of the States, 
they might be prevented from fulfilling their duty, 
and sending representatives to these halls. In such 
gases, it became the duty of Congress to make pro- 
vision to supply the deficiency. But they. were 
now told that Congress should not interfere; whilst 
the Constitution expressly provided for the action 
of Congress in these particular cases. Senators 
seemed to dread collision between the people of the 
States and this Government; and it was the very 
course which they were pursuing, and that alone, 
which would produce coilision. He regretted the 
pertinacity with which gentlemen insisted upon in- 
terfering between the people and their State Legis- 
latures. It was this interposition of Congress that 
was complained of. It would be an unwise, dis- 
astrous, and unfortunate proceeding; although it 
would not be the States that would suffer, but the 
authority of this body—the Confederation—this 
Government—this Union; these would suffer, and 
not the Siates, in the contest. 

What was it they learned from the traditions. of 
the apostles of the Constitution? What did they 
learn from that instrament itself? And what did 
they learn from the construction put upon it by the 
cotemporaries of those apostles of liberty by whom 
it was framed? They formed such a construction 
as set at defiance the provisions of the bill now be- 
fore them., Before such a plan of districting could 
take. place, an. amendment of the Constitution 
Would: be ‘necessary, requiring the assent of two- 
thirds: of: both Houses of Congress, and a rat- 
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ification of three-fourths of the States. © But-they 
were toid here that a bare majority of one branch 
of Congtess Was sufficient to accomplish that which, 
by the Constitution itself, could only be done by 
consent of three-fourths of the whole American 
people. Gentlemen ‘were afraid to return this bill 
to the House, lest this section should be lost—lest 
they should not have a majority in that House in 
favor of a law, which those by whom the Constita- 
tion was established, and those by whom it was 
ratified, declared should otly be carried into effect 
by the concurrence of three-fourths of the people 
of the United States. This was now attempted to 
be done by a mere majority in Congress, and by a 
party vote; while two of the most able men of the 
party had not been able to give their assent to it: 
he meant the Senator from Virginia, and his 
(Mr. C.’s,) colleague, the Senator from Geor- 
gia. It had been a very ill-advised and unforta- 
nate movement, and he hoped it would yet be re- 
jected, ' 

Mr. ARCHER, after replying to the Senators 
from Georgia and Connecticut, replied to the ob- 
jection of the Senator from New Hampshire—that 
a State may be left without a representation—by 
Stating, that if any State was left in the predica- 
ment he supposes, Congress could act and district 
that State, so as to preserve the representative 
principle. Would not the effect of this amend- 
ment be, to make this act inoperative altogether? 
It is a proposition, that if the States destroy a law 
which they are bound by their duty to the United 
States to carry out, they shall lose nothing by 
their disobedience. The whole evil contemplated 
by the Senator from New Hampshire is an im- 
aginary evil. In any view, it is indecorous to sup- 
pose a necessity for any such amendment; he 
therefore hoped it would be rejected. 


had overlooked the circumstance which he had 
suggested, of the State Legislatures disagreeing on 
the subject. 

Mr. ARCHER interposed, to remind the Senator 
that he had said Congress would then act. 

Mr. WOODBURY remarked, that it was just as 
likely that Congress would disagree as that the Le- 
gislatures would disagree. Had not the Senate disg- 
greed on this very bill? 

Take the case of Rhode Island, in which there 
may be contending Legislatures, during which no 
elections can be held; or suppose the case of such 
a State being invaded and disabled from legisla- 
tion. 

The proposition was a legitimate and proper 
one, and he hoped it would be adopted. 


Mr. CONRAD, in reply to observations made 
by the Senator from Georgia, [Mr. CUTHBERT.) 
said he was willing to take the second section as it 
came from the House of Representatives. If there 
was any resistance to the popular will, it was not, 
certainly, by those who wished to preserve the 
principle maintained by the popular branch of the 
Legislature. The Senator from Georgia, two days 
ago, had called upon the majority to vote for an 
amendment which was then pending, on the ground 
that it would be indelicate of them to insist on 
doing what woald act prejudicially to the party 
now in the minority in Congress, as it mighi be 
stamped upon them that they were actuated by 
party mi tives. But did not the like apprehension 
exist, that, in offering the pertinacious amendment 
followed up one after another to-day, the party in 
opposition to the majority were acting from party 
motives? He cid not say that party motives cid 
exist atall; bat would notcuch a thing be imputa- 
ble to this opposition? 

The question being on Mr. Woooruany’s amend- 
ment, 

Air. WRIGHT called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and resulied in the negative 
as follows: Yeas 18, nays 27. 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Bates, Benton, Buchanan, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, Smith of Connecticut, 
Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, 
Wright, and Young—18, n 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Choate, 
Clayton, Conrad, Crafis, Evans, Grabam, Henderson, ifunting. 
ton, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Por- 
ter, Preston, Rives, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tall- 


` } madge, White, and Woodbridge—27, 


Mr. WOODBURY explained that the Senator ` 


Mr. WALKER submitted the following amend- 
ment, on which he asked the yeas and nays: i 
` And provided, That no law of any State, prescribing the. 
manner of electing their Representatives to Congress, shall:.be 
repealed or superseded by virtue of the- mandate issued by this 
section to the several State Legislatures to alter said: laws, as 
herein directed by the Congress of the United States, : 
On this question the yeas and nays were ordered, 
and resulted in the negative, as follows: a 


YEAS—Messrs, Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Cuthbert, 
Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, Smith of Connecticut. Stür- 
geon, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, 
and Young—-18, P 

NaY5—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Betrien, 
Choate, Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Evans, Graham, Henderson, 
Huntington, Kerr, Manguin, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, ` 
Porter, Preston, Rives, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, 
Tallmadge, White, and Woodbridge—23, i 


Mr. BUCHANAN called for the’ question on 
the engrossment. ` 

Mr. WALKER asked for the yeas and nays ; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. MERRICK moved to postpone the further 
consideration of the bill, for the purpose of going 
into executive session, eee 

Mr. CUTHBERT asked if any fresh Rhode 
Island rupture, or threat of war cr invasion, had 
occurred, to demand this hot haste in rushing into 
executive session, before a bill ‘could be. read? 
Was there any quéstion of sudden war to be de- 
cided? f 

Mr. MERRICK was proceeding to make some 
remarks; when 

The yeas and nays on the question of postpone- 
ment were called for and ordered. 

Mr. LUNN inquired if the question of postpcne- 
ment was debatable? ; 

Mr. KING said he was surprised at the propo. 
sition of the honorable Senator from Maryland, 
{Mr. Merrer] They had been laboring upon 
this bill for weeks; every one knew of the import: 
ance of it speedy passage. They had now brought 
it to the engrossinent for the third reading, after a 
very protracted debate; and it was proposed to ad- 
journ, without taking the question, and so leaving 
the bill to be taken up hereafter. What was it the 
Senator desired in making this motion? Did he 
desire further time to consider of his vote on this 
question? Or did he desire to offer other amend- 
ments? He (Mr. K.) was fully prepared to vote upon 
it. He had occupied but little of the time of the Sen- 
ate in debating the bill; he had avoided disputing 
upon many points, that the matter might be brought 
to a close as speedily as was consistent with a right 
understanding of i; and he was now utterly op- 
posed to any postponement. 


The yeas and nays were then taken, and result- 
ed in the negative, as follows: ; 

YEAS—-Messrs. Bayard, Conrad, Graham, Kerr, Mangum, 
Merrick, Miller, Porter, Preston, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, 
Sprague, Tallmadge, and White—I4. 

NAYS—Mossrs. Allen, Archer, Bagby, Barrow, Bates, Ben- 
ton, Berrien, Buchanan, Calhoun, Choate, Clayton, Crafts, 
Cuthbert, Evans, Fulton, Henderson, Huntington, King, Linn, 
McRoberts, Phelps, Rives, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, 
Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbridge, Woodbury, 
Wright, and Youns—232, 

And so the Senate refused to postpone the fur- 
ther consideration of the bill. 

The question then came up on the engrossment; 
but, before it was put— 

Mr. ALLEN moved to strike out the second 
section as amended. 

This motion was decided in the negative without 
a division. f i; 

Tre question next recurred npon ordering the 
bill te be engrossed for a third reading. 

The yeas and nays were demanded, and ordered; 
and resulted in the affirmative as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs, Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choate, 
Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Ivans, Graham, Henderson, Haunting- 
ton, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, 
Preston, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Sturgeon, Tall- 
madge, White, and Woodbridge—27. : 

NAVS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Berrien, Buchanan, 
Calhcun, Cuthbert, fulton, King, Liun, McRoberts, Rives, Se- 
vier, Smith of Connecticut, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Wil- 
liams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—21. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed fora 
third reading. 

Mr. KING observed that he understood the 
amendments were already engrossed, and there need 
be no delay in sending the bill to the House of 
Representatives. He thorght the bill should have 


its third reading now. 


604 


vPending the consideration of this preposition, 
Mr. BERRIEN gave notice that he would, on 
to-morrow, ask the Senate to resume the considera- 
tion of the bill to provide farther remedial justice 
in the courts of the United States. , 

Mr. EVANS gave notice thathe would on to- 
morrow move the Senate to take up the navy ap- 
propriation bill... . 

Mr. TALLMADGE, in order to give the gentle- 
men opposite time to reconsider the apportionment 
bill, said he would move an adjourament. : 

The question of adjournment was taken, and 
tesúlted ayes 24, noes 23. 
~: Bothe Senate adjourned. 


& 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
i Tuurspay, June 9, 1842. 

The Hon. Natuay APPLETON of Boston, elect 
ed to supply the vacancy occasioned by the 
resignation of Mr. Wintar«p, appeared, was quali: 
fied, and took his seat. ; 

Mr. ADAMS moved a correction of the journal 
of yesterday, in that. part wherein it was stated 
that Mr. McKron moved to lay the motion to 
print an extra number of copies of the New York 
custom-house reports on the table, The motion 
made by that gentleman, he said, was to lay a por- 
tion of the proviso on the table; whereas it was 
on his motion that the whole subject was disposed 
of. The correction was made accordingly. 

Mr. FILLMORE, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported a biil to extend, until the Ist 

-of August next, the laws for laying and collecting 
duties on imports. Mr. F, stated that the bill was 
intended as a substitute for that which was reported 
on Tuesday last. Tne bill. was read twice, and 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, after an ineffeemal effori, on the 
part of Mr. Cooper of Georgia, to have it laid on 
the table. 

BRITISH COLONIAL TRADE. 

Mr. BRIGGS called for the orders of tae day— 
the report from the Committe on Foreign Affairs, 
in relation to the British colonia! trade. 

Mr. LOWELL, who was entitled to the floor, 
addressed the Fouse at length, entering into a his- 
tory of the whole subject, and replying to the re- 
marks made in opposition to the report of the 
Committse ou Foreign Affairs. The distance at 
which Mr, L. stood from the desk, and the con- 
fusion prevailing ia the ha'l, prevented the reporter 
from hearing him with sufficient dictinetness to do 
anything like justice to his remaiks, 

Alter Mr, L. had concladed, the motion to refer 
sthe report and resolution of the Cemmitice on 
Foreign Affairs to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union was carried in the afirma- 
tive. 


On motion of Mr. POPE, the seven first days in 
July (unless the business be sooner completed) 
were set apart for the transaction of business re- 
lating to the Territories. 

Mr. CCOPER of Pennsylvania asked leave to 
make a report fro: the Commitiee on Indian Af: 
fairs, on the letter of the Secretary of War decli. 
ning tocommunicate to the House the in‘ormation 
in his department relative to frauds on the Chero. 
kee Indi which sulject had been referred to 

a ya resolute of the House, 
essts. CUSTIENG and PROPRI objected. 

Mr. COOPER of Pennsylvania moved a suspen. 
sion of the rules for the purpose of receiving the 
report; upon whic’, 

Mr. CUSHING called for the yeas and nays, 
which were accordingly orcered; and i 

The vote having been taken, it resalted in vegs 
ILI, nays 73—-sot two-thirds; and the rules, there- 


fore, were noi suspended. | 


Mr. KENNEDY of Maryland, from the Com. 
mittee on Commerce, reporieg a bEL to aker the 
mode of measuring the tonnage of shins and ves. 
sels employed in the merchant service of the United 
States; which was read twie+, and referred to the 

Committee of the Whole cn the state of the Union. 
The bill awhorizing the issne of a register to the 
Drig Gulnare, was resd ihe time and pas 
: Ar. TALL presented a memorial of 927 citizens 
gion. county, Vermont, complaining that 
xOposed tobe levied on wool, by the bill | 
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reported from the Committee on Manufactures, is 
insufficient to protest that interest; and Mr. H. said 
that, when it should be in order to do so, he sheuld 
take occasion to sustain the views of the memorial- 


ists... ` Pa 
REVENUE BILL. ` 

On motion by Mr. FILLMORE, the House re- 
solved itself- into Commfitee of the Whole on the 
state of tiga, (Mt. McKennan of. Pennsyl- 
vania in the thair) and resumed the consideration 
of the bill to Rrovide Fevenue from imports, and to 
change and médify. gxisting Jaws imposing duties 
on our imports,tandjfor other purposes. 

Mr. SALTONS FALL moved to amend the bill, 
by striking out alf after the enacting clause, and 
inserting, in lieu thereof, the tarif bill reported by 
the Committee on Manufactures, with the excep- 
tion of the Jast clause. 

Mr. RHETT wished to know if the proposition 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts had been en- 
tertained by the Chair? Was it in order for the 
gentleman to submit the motion? 

The CHAIR stated the motion as made by the 
gentleman from Massachusetts. 

Mr. RHETT, I wish it to be read. I want dis- 
tinctly. io know what is before the committee. 

Mr. BOTTS asked if the gentleman from South 
Carolina did not understand the bill reported by the 
Committee on Manufactures. The gentleman had 
a printed copy of that bill before him, and he could 
ascertain whai it was by reading it. 

Mr. RHETT. Ihave not a printed copy of the 
bill befare me, and I have not seenit. I wishit 
read, that the committee may know what is before 
them. 

The CHAIR directed the bill to be read; and 
the Clerk baving read a few of the clausss— 

Mr. MciKAY observed that it had been decided 

-several times that, after a bill hed been read 
through by clanses, it was not in order to amend it 
by another bill. An amendment must be offered 
ie first clause, before proseeding to amend any 
oiber, 

The CHAIR. The gentleman from North 
Carolina will please to come to order, Tae read- 
ing of the biil must be proceeded with; and it is not 
in order for the gentleman to interrupt it, unless the 
gentleman from South Carolina will dispense with 
the reading. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD called the attention of the 
Chair to this rule: 

“No bill or resolution shall at any time be amended by an- 


nexing thereto, or incorporating therein, any other bill or resolu- 
tion pending before the House.” i 


The CHAIR. The gentleman from Kentucky 
is not in order. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. I rise to a question of 
| 


order. I wish to show that the amendment offered 
by the gentleman from Massachusetts conflicts 
with one of the rules of the Hone. 

Mr. BOTYS. Irise to a question of order; snd 
it is uncer the rule which declares that, when the 
reading of a paper is eailed for, and it is objected 
to, the House must determine whetter it shall be 
read or not. 

Tae CHAIR. That rule is not applicable to the 
question. Bat, at any rate, itis too late now to 
make the objection. 

Mr. BOTTS. Doss the Chair decile that this 
rule bas no application to the case before the com- 
miitee? 

The CHAIR replied that such was his decision; 
and he direeted the Glerk to prozeed with the 
reading of the bill. 

Ble, POTTS, I appeal from that decision. 

Mr. HOPKINS hoped that his colleague would 
withdraw his appeal. The rule referred to by his 
colleague, in his epinion, applied only to such 
papers as were merely historical and declara‘ory 
in thelr nature, and not to propositions on which 
the members were called on to vate. It had never 
been extended so as to apply to papers of the latter 
description; and the right of any member to haye 
such papers read had never been questioned. 

Mr. BOTTS ssid that he bad made his appeal 
to save the time that would be consumed in reading 
this long bill. Ee would, however, agree to with- 
draw the appeal, in conformity with the wishes of 
the committee, though he did not acquiesce in the 
i justice of the decision of the Chair. 


| 


then, 


ed with the reading of 


The Clerk then proceed 
the bill. 

The bill having been read entirely throngh_ 

. Mr. J. CAMPBELL rose to a point of order. 
His point of order was, that, in the Committee of 
the Whole, the bili, having been first read through, 
was taken up by sections; and the first section being 
under consideration, it was not in order to move to 
strike out the entire bill—as well the clauses not 
under discussion, as the clause under considera: 
tion. 

After a few words from Mr. FILLMORE, Mr. 
CLIFFORD, and Mr. BRIGGS— 

The CHAIRMAN decided that the motion of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts was not in 
order. 

Mr. SALSTONSTALL then moved to strike out 
the first. section, which was under consideration, 
and substitute the entire amendment whieh he had 
before offered. 

Mr. FILLMORE then commenced his speech 
to the committee; and, aiter giving utterance to a 
few words— 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL rose and said the motion 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. San. 
TONSTALL] Was a miere evasion of the rule. The 
gentleman from Massachusetts had moved to strike 
out a single clause, and offered to substitute for it 
an entire bill. 

The CHAIRMAN decided it to be in order. He 
said the gentleman could substitute any thing for 
the clause he proposed to strike out. i 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL appealed from the decisi 
ion of the Chair. 3 

Mr. A. V. BROWN said the gentleman’s objec- 
tion, and, consequently, the gentleman’s appeal, 
came too late. 

The CHAIRMAN also decided that he was out 
of order, the gentieman from New York [Mr. 
FILLMORE] having cbiained the floor and com- 
menced his address before the objection was taken. 

Mr. FILLMORE, then, as the exordium to his 
speech, entered at great length into the difficulties 
which the Committee of Ways and Means hai had 
in the preparation and perfecting of the measure 
now before the committee. He said it was a ques- 
tion of the. greatest magnitude that could come 
before an American Congress. Nothing short of 
tse question of peace or war could be more impor- 
tant than the question of the mode of raising the 
necessary revenue to carry on the Government, 
It was alsoa subject that was complicated in its 
character, and he therefore regretted tha: the House 
should have refused authority to the Committee on 
Manufactures to coliect such information as the 
Settlement of so ‘important a subject rendered 
necessary. They were denied the’ privilege of 
sending for persons and papers, and they were 
denied the aid of a clerk; but, notwithstanding all 
these circumstances, it was due to the committee 
to state, that they had gone on and collected a 
mass of facts that would be found useful both to 
the House end to the country, though falling short 
of what ought to have been obiained, to enable the 
House to consider this subject properly. He al- 
luded to this “more in sorrow than in arger,” and 
only by way of apulogy for the committee, if the 
result of their labors should be found imperfect. 
He next recapitulated the services which had been 
rendered by the head of the ‘fressury Department 
tothe committee, and then proceeded io the all- 
important question itself. - 

In the first piace, he begged to stata that this was 
a revenge bill, intended to supply the wants of the 
Treasury; and he therefore should consider it in 
that point of view. And the first question which 
presented itself for consideration, was, what was the 
amount of revenue that would be required to care 
ry onthe Government? That question had been 
rather fully considered by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, and he bezged to call the attention of 
the committee to the remarks of the Secretary on 
that subject. In the Seeretary?s report accompa- 
nying his projet, he estimates the expenses of the 
Government for the year 1842, including civil, 
foreiga, miscellaneous, and the army and the navy, 
at $24,424,358 95; and for the other permanent ap- 
proptiations for the year, 6922000. There was 
in addition to the amount required to pay the 


weer 


public debt, an es‘imated amount of between 
$25,000,000 and $26,000,000. The Secretary then ` 
estimated ‘the amount that would be required on 
the part of the Government for the payment of 
debts, and’ other liabilities; .which made the aggre- 
gate demand on the Treasury for the present year 
$33;822.000. The Secretary then went on to esti- 
mate the expenditures for the years 1843-4, and for 
three years he made the segregate amount $98,- 
242 .000—that sum, of course, micluding the amount 
required to pay the Treasury notes outstanding, 
and other debts contracted. f 

If, however, they passed from these opinions of 
the Secretary to examine some collateral facts, for 
the purpose of ascertaining what amount woald be 
necessary, they won'd find that, during the four 
years of Mr. Van Buren’s administration, the aa- 
nual expenditures, independent of all paymenis for 
the publie debt, were near $28 000,000; and iftheex- 
perience of the past was to afford a guide for the | 
future, they might calculate the annual expendi- 
tures of the Government hereafter to bs between | 
$27,000,000 and $28,000,000, independent of the 
amount requisite to pay the public debt now ex- 
isting. ` ; 

Bat there had been so much discussion in ref- 
erence to the probable expenditures of the Govern- 
ment for some years to come, both in this body 
and the other branch of Congress, that he might be 
excused from going intodetails. He might, however, 
remark, that the estimates of the various gentlemen 
who had investigated the subject, and which they 
showed by tab'es and figures,ran up from $18,000,000 
to $26,000,000; whereby it was shown that, where 
intelligent men differed so much, it must, to a great 
exteat, be found to be a matter of conjecture. 
But, from what he had seen for the last few days, 
he thought there was a spiritof reform at work, 
that, however much he might regret its destrue- 
tive character to some of the essenti?] establish- 
ments of the country, if carried out, might dimin- 
ish the expenditures between $3,000,000 and 
$4,000,000 below what they had been for the last 
three or four years, The expenditures, therefore, 
migut be reduced to between 23,000,009 and 
$24,000,000. If, then, to this be added $3,000,000 
to pay the iaterest on the publie debt, the annual 
expenditure would be about $27,000,000 ; and this 
amount would be necessary to carry on the Gov- 
ernment. Efe should assume, then, for argu- 
ment’s sake, that the annual expenditures would 
not exceed. -$24,000,000, with the addition of 
$3,000,000 to pay tae interest of the public debt; 
and then the next question that presented itself 
was, how should this amount be raised? The Con- 
Stitation, in iis grant of legislative powers on this 
subject, gave the power to lay iaxes, io collest du- 
ties on imports, and, in the third place, to raise the 
money. by excise. Wow, to which mode would 
they resori? {thad been contended that the best 
mode was by direct taxation; and this idea had 


had a general circulation in the country. That 
they had the power to supply tne treasury by di- 
rect taxation, could not be denied; but was any 


genileman, after a full exarainasion or tse subject, 
willing to resori to that mode of sappiving the wants 
of the treasury, except in the direst ueeessity? They 
had tried it once, and there were gentlemen who 
had intimated their willingness to try it again. „As 
early as 1798—when, he believed, there was some 
apprehension of war-——an attempt was made to sup- 
ply the wants of the treasury by direst taxation; | 
and a law was passed, directieg the valuation of 
land aad negroes, for Use purpose of levying adi- 
rect tax. But he desired the committee to look at the 
number of officers that would be spread over the 
country, to make ihe requisite valuation. Foreven 
when that was once done, they masi take into con- 
sideration that the value of Jandand negroes, and 
other property to be taxed, was constantly sban- 
giag.in value; and what a tremendous power, then, | 
it would give tee appointing power of this Govern- | 
ment. ‘The requisite number of officers for this | 
purpose would be like the frogs of Egypt. 

- He had taken cecasion to look into the amountof | 
money thas collected by direet taxation, and he 
found, since the commencement of this Govern- 
ment, ieaving out smail items, that there had been ` 
collected, for the purpose of paying the debis of the | 
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Government and its aceruing expenses, the sum of 


$913,000,000. And trom whatsource did they sup- 
pose it had come? The question had ever been 
asked, from what source can the money be drawn 
with the least oppression to the people? And, in 
answering such a question, the experience of fifty 
or sixty years was not to be overlooked. It would 
be found that $746,000,000 were from duties levied 
on goods imported, i aoe 

In answer to a question from Mr. Ruert, he said 
be did not iaclude the amount of the Post Office 
revenues, which Mr. Ruerr said, daring the last 
ten years, had averaged from three to five millions 
of dollars. The Post Office paid its own expenses 
out of its receipts; and be (Mr. Fittmore) was only 
considering the mode by which they-should raise the 
requisite amount to defray the ordinary expenses 
of the Goverament, and to pay existing debts. 

He then proceeded with bis enumeration of the 
sources whence the receipts had been drawn. 
Twenty-two millions had veen raised by excise, 
and only twelve millions by direct taxes. He sta- 
ted the amount which had been received from the 
public lands, and added that dividends and bo- 
busses from that odious monster—the United States 
Bank—amounted to $20,000,000; being $8,000,000 
more than had been coliected by direet taxation. 
He had merely alluded to these facts to show that 
the experience of more than fifty years had demon- 
strated that direct taxation was not the mode by 
which the wants of the Government could be sup- 
plied. 

The next question, then, was, whether they 
would supply the treasury by excise? He had 
heard genilemen—very intelligent gentiemen— 
both within and without the walls of that House, 
speek of that as a very eligible mode by which to 
supply the wants of the Government; but he asked 
if any gentleman there was then prepared to resort 
to it. The very name of excise was cdious in Great 
Britain, where it was practised; and though they 
found in the Constitution a power to raise revenue 
by excise, he was surprised to find that the word 
had not been used in this country. And why was 
itso? A duty in the shape of excise was recom- 
mended during the two first years of our Govern- 
ment; but the name was so odious, that the Ad- 
ministration that ventured to impose the daty, did 
not venture to use the name. He found a report 
was made by Mr. Secretary Hamilton, in which, 
instead of excise, he called it “internal revenue.” 
There was a great deal in changing a name. 

And what had been the history of raising the 
revenue of a country by excise? Mr. MeCullech 
said, of that mode of raising revenue in Great 
Britain, that it was a name given to duties and 
xes on suga articles as are produced and con- 
snined at home; while custom duties were those 
duties which were levied on imports from other 
countries. It wasa duty on their own manufac- 
tare, the produce of their own labor, snd consumed 
in their own country; and hence everybody would 
perceive that it would be necessary that they should 
have a swarm of officers to se2 who was engaged 
in the manufacture of any excisabie articic 

Another consideration was the covaplieaie 


if they imposed a duiy cn articles manufactured 
by their own citizeis, they prevented them coming 
fairly in cempetition with the citizens of other 
countries—niess, indeed, they deducted ihe excise 
duty when the articles were exported; and, conse- 
quently, at every port of expuriation there must be 
aa examination to see if the articles had paid an 
excise duty jato the treasury, that, if so, the amount 
might be refunded. Another consideration was, 
that in G:cat Britain the excise duties were often 
the producer, notvithtandisg the ut- 
ina @ouutry where the population 
vas thick; but when ii game toa country like ours, 
which is spread over thousands of miles, every- 
body must see it would be evidently impossbie 
saleiy and fully to carry into effse! a law impos! 
excis? dwie d if not, what world be the è 
quence? Why, ina daty would be a rew 


a icr 
exporting them; aad it would be paid to tre pro- 
ducer or exporter, instead of finding its way into 
the treasury. - 
But another consequence which had grown out 


of the system in England—which was, perhaps, not 
less deleterious to the morals of the country—<was, 
that the legislation had beea-such, that the excise 
duties refunded often exceeded the amount paid. 
Take, for instanse, sugar or glass. By the law of 
Great Britain, the duty on glass, to enable the proe 
ducer to meét the citizens of other ‘countries in thè 
market of the world, was to be refunded when ‘the 
article was exported. 5 7 se 

He then called the attention of the committee to 
another instance of ihe impolicy of excise duties, 
The Commitice of Ways and Means had ‘had 
many getiliemen before it, to give information as 
to the operation of the various duties upon articles 
manufaciured and exported. They represented 
that the manufacturer of sugar could, by means of 
the protection afforded him by the excises and our 
tariff, afford to sell refined sugar for six cents per 
pound. In answer to an inquiry as to the cost of 
the raw article, it was stated that the mannfacturer 
had to pay eleven cents for the same article. ` It 
was then asked, how.he could afford to buy the 
raw article for eleven cents, manufactare it, send 
it across the ocean, and then sell it for six cents? 
The apparent absurdity was explained thus: By 
the laws of England, an excise duty was imposed 
upon sugar and molasses, and a drawback allowed 
on all exported. It so happened, however, that 
the amount received by way of drawback exceeded 
the amount paid the Government by way of ex- 
cise. There was, also, a residuum, after taking 
out the refined article; and this the manufacturer 
sold as sugar-house molasses, exporting it and re- 
ceiving a drawback, although they had paid no 
duty upon it. In. this way, they were enabled to 
sell the refined article for six cents, when the raw 
materiai cost them eleven. 

He read from Blackstone’s Commentaries a brief 
history of excise duties in England, where they were 
first imposed, in 1643, upon ale, beer, cider, bread, 
&e. Both parties, however, agreed that they 
should continue duting the war; and Blackstone 
declared their very name was odious to the people. 
Their enforcement required the severest regulations 
in England; and if ihey had io be attended with 
such severe pains, and penalties in that small coun- 
try, what would be necessary here? 

The recent movement ia the British Parliament 
showed that every expedient for xaising revenue 
had been cxhausted in that country, and the Gov- 
ernment was now compelled to resort to that last 
of measures—the income tax. Here was the ex- 
perience of England to prove that imposts were 
not efficient. He begged gentlemen who eonsid- 
ered them so, to read the report of Mr, Randolph, 
when it was proposed to sapply the treasury by 
means of imposis, aad when Peansylvania was in 
a ate of rebellion. That report stated the cost of 
collecting imposts at thirty-five per cant. Was 
any one prepared to sanction that rate? 

If, then, as he had endeavored to show, the sys- 
tem of imposts could not be advantageously adopte 
ed, there was but one other mode in which revenue 
for the pnblic treasury could be raised—and that 
was, by imposing duiies upon foreign imports, as 
contemplaied in this bul. Of the nine hundred 
millions of revenge collected by our Goverament, 
seven hundred and forty-six were received from 
daties He thought no further argument was 
necessary to show that this was the best mode of 
raising revenue to carry on our Government, 

The next question was, whether the bill was 
sufficient to supply the wants of the treasury. 
Here he would state tant it was, in substance, the 
projet of ‘he Secretary of the Treasury; though al- 
tered in some of its details, and a seciion added at 
ihe end, by the commitics, to provice for future 
legislation. The amount es‘imated to accrue was 
about the sarae as that according to the Secretary’s 
bill. The Secretary teok the imports of 1840 as 
the basis of his calealation, and estimated the re- 
eesipts as follows: 

Total receipts from duties ~ ~ 432,608,000 
Expenses of collection and drawbacks 5,169,000 
Wet revenue - - 27,448,000 

He regretted the Secretary did not give the arti- 
cles in detail, on which drawbacks were to he als 
lowed, and tee amount of the different items 
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een Receipts. =—=~S*«éipendicures, 


making up the sum whigh had to be deducted from 
the gfoss receipts. All goods were liable to be ex- 
ported, and to have a.drawback.. Thus, there was 
always in reality less revenue collected than there 
appeared tobe. . 


But, although the Secretary had caleulated with | 


tare the amount to be received from the operation 
of this bill, and though he conceded that the low- 
est year had,been taken fora basis, yet he thought 
the House could not altogether rely on-the caleula- 
tions which were submitted to it.. The amount of 
imports into the country in 1840 was $107,000,000; 
and the average amount of the seven preceding 
years; $141,000,000. Though there was this large 
discrepancy between the two amounts,.and it might 
seem that the imports would always be equal to 
the standard of 1840, he still feared the Dill could 
not be relied on to produce the necessary amount 
of revenue. The excessive importation which had 
happened during a few of the past seven years, 
was owing to various causes; such, for instance, 
as the great fire in New York, which ccnsumed so 
many goods that their places had to be supplied by 
fresh importations. During some of those years, 
prices were high and money Abundant; and therefore 
the value of the imports was swelled considerably. 
At present, however, importation of goods was 
checked. Where was the man who did not wear 
his coat longer now than formerly, aad who did 
not economize in every way he could? Such would 
inevitably be the case until prosperity was fully re- 
stored in the country. Yet it was thought that the 
receipts from customs would amount to $27,000,000 
per annum, from the operation of this bill. If any 
one would look at the receipts, and see how, du. 
ring past years, they had varied from thirteen to 
twenty-four millions, he must be satisfied that it 
‘was impossible to make an accurate calculation of 
the receipts according to any one year, but only by 
a series of years. Assuming, however, that this 
bill would produce from twenty-five to twenty- 
seven millions, it was unnecessary to discuss it 
further, unless gentlemen could show that it might 
be amended so as to produce more. 

He thought it needless to discuss the question of 
protection. As a. measure of revenue only, did 
he desire the bill to be considered. Though gen- 
tlemen might seek a reduction of some of the du- 
ties imposed, on the ground that they afforded pro- 
tection to our manufactures; he yet thought it right 
to protect, when it could be done advantageously. 
He would not legislate for Europe, but for the in- 
terests of his own country, which he preferred to 
all the world. If all restraint upon trade was done 
away with here, as well as elsewhere, and we 
could be sure of a continuance of peace, it would 
be decidedly more advantageous for each country 
to produce what it contd best, to sell its produc- 
tions where it could get most money, and to buy 
where goods were cheapest. This was a beautiful 
and a correct theory, if we could bave it in opera- 

ion. f 

But it was said by the advocates of free trade, 
that the duties on imports gave the preference to 
the manufactures of the East. -This was not so. 
Suppose a high duty is placed on cotton-cloth, to 
protect the manufacturers, so as to prohibit its im- 
portation alicgethcr: the consequence would be, 
that many men would enter inio the business, on 


account of the supposed profit, Comp: tiion would | 


then become so great, that ihe proiection would 
amount to nothing. These duties, then, would not 
be for the benefit of ihe manufacturers only, but 
of the whole nation. - He could not now say when 
it was proper to encourage, and when hot; yet he 
thought it unwise not to encourage necessary ar- 
ticles, and thereby make ourselves independent in 
case of war, There were many ariicles of clothing 
and of food indispensable to the country, for which 
we would find it economical to pay rather more 
now, in being able to obtain them at bend when 
war came upon us, and our peris were eclased to 
foreign importations. He illustrated the idea, by 
referring to the army and navy, upon whieh the 
nation expended so much in peace, that they might 
‘be ready for war. > 
There was another 


cher a ' case in which he thought 
b $ Shona give protection to.our own productions—— 
pada case, he regretted to say, which occurred but | 


too often. It was, when our productions. were ex- 
cluded from the markets of other countries by 
foreign legislation. Our agriculturists, oecup; ing 
a boundless territory, were willing to send out their 
productions. to Englaad, and to receive in return 
various articles which they wanted, and were 
obliged to have. But. England—who supplied 
them with cloth, and cthe? manvfactures—refised 
to receive the products: of their labor, and com- 
pelled them to pay specie for what she furnished 


-them. He thought the shield of our Government 


should be interposed to protect these interests, and 
meet restriction with restriction. ` He did not deny 
Great Britain the power to imipose these restric- 
tions. It was a hational, sovereign right; under 
which she acted. ‘This country, however, should, 
by countervailing legislation, create that market 
which ske refused to grant, 

He appealed to experience to show that all— 
even those who advoeated a tariff solely for reve- 
nue—must diseriminate between different articles. 
On costly articles, for instance—articles which 
were small in bulk, and could be concealed, as 
watches—a small duty was always imposed, be- 
cause a high one admitted too great opportunity of 
fraud. England and France both admitted dia- 
monds duty free. The same principle applied to 
jewelery and laces, which might be easily smeg- 
gled in witheut paying duty. There was another 
rule, too, by which discriminations were made, 
and which he expected many of the anti-tariff men 
here would follow. It was in reference to articles 
produced in our own country, on which a bigh 
duty could not be levied with advantage; because, 
if a high duty was placed on such, the consequence 
would be that the home production would supply 
the market, and the foreign be entirely prohibited. 
It was, indeed, a strange phenomenon which we 
now saw in England—a leader in Parliament com- 
ing forward and declaring that no daties should 
be imposed above 20 per cent. Considering the 
past history of England with respect, this cireum- 
stance reminded him of the saying of Solomon, 
who, having passed through a long life of excesses, 
at tue end of it declared that all was vanity, vanity. 
[Laughier.] He had observed the cautious re- 
serve of Sir Robert Peel in relation to the daty on 
sugar. He would explain the reason of this re- 
serve, and show why it was that Sir Robert Peel, 
though proposing reductions on cther articles, said 
nothing about thiss—England was too cold to pro- 
duce sugar, There could be no competition at 
home; and, therefore, as it must be brought in, it 
might be taxed to any extent. This was why the 
Premier did not explain. From the English re- 
port, it appeared that £22,000 000 was collected 
from duties on imports in 1840. It was a remark- 
able fac', that one-half of the sum was derived 
from three articles—fea, tobacco, and sugar. If 
the high duties on these articles could enable Eng- 
land to produce them, she would doit. But it was 
impossible. The tobacco of the gentleman from 
Virginia would not be taxed 1,000 per cent. if the 
soil of England could produce that article. 

In the present bill, he thought no duty was too 
high to defeat the object of providing a revenue 
adequate to the wants of the Government. If any 
gentleman could show that any article was taxed 
too bigh, be would vote for a reduction in the daty. 

Mr ROOSEVELT inquired whether some of 
the rates of duty proposed by the bill were not so 
high as to dia nish, instead of increasing, the reve- 
nue of the ecuntry? 

Mr. FILLMORE said it might be the case, but 
he was not aware of it. He wonld not go for 
ssea a hish duty on foreign manufecinres as 
would flood the country with our own, and thereby 
break them down; but Would advecate the lowest 
duty consistent with their prosperity. He ealled 
the aifention of the committee to the fact, that the 
revenue bill of 1832, as medified by the bill of 
1833, had not produced enovgh of revenne to 
carry on the Government. H wasa fact, that the 
revenne from duties eqnalied the expenditures of 
the Government but one year, He would state 
the amount of receipts from customs, together 
with the amount of public expenditures each year, 
from 1834 to 1840: 3 


In 1834, $16,000,000 $18,060,000 
1835, 19 000,000 17,000,000 
1836, 23,000,000 29,006,000 
1837, 11,000,000 31,000,000 
1838, 16 000,000 31,000 000 
1839, 23,000,000 25 000,000 
1840, 13,000,000 22,006,000 


Here- was the result of the wis? legislation by 
which our duties were reduced; showing that, du- 
ring seven years, our receipts from them were but 


122,000,000; whilst the cost of the Government du- 


ring that period was $176,000,000; making an av- 
erage excess of $7,000,000 per annum. From this, 
he concluded that the greatest difficulty would be 
encountered in arrangiag the duties so as to get the 
highest amount of revenue. 

In relation to protection, he would add, thata 
distinction should be drawn between protection at 
first and afterwards. It was a voluntary act on the 
part of the Government to encourage manufactures 
at first—an act which might be determined on, or 
not, according to the pleasure of those having pos- 
session of the Goverament. But when protection 
came to be considered proper, and was afforded, the 
faith of the nation was pledged; and no blow should 
be struck at the manufacturers who commenced 
their enterprises calculating upon the continuance 
of protection from the Government, ; ; 

Another question was, as to the mode in which 
these duties should be levied. It was known to the 
House that there were two modes of imposing du- 
ties: one was on the value of the article, and the 
other was specific. Now, he was aware that 
there was a feeling in the community, since the 
adoption of the compromise act, in favor of ad 
valorem duties; and that many strong reasons 
might be given in their favor. But experience had 
shown that they had, at times, led to the most inju- 
rious results; and therefore, in the tariffs of every 
country in Europe, the duties were specifie on 
almost every article. One of the reasons against 
ad valorem duties, and in favor of specific duties, 
was, that the former-offcred strong inducements to 
fraudulent invoices.. Indeed, it had become an 
every-day practice to make out two invoices—one 
for the custom-house, and the other for the con- 
signee; and the consequence was, that not only 
was the revenue defrauded, but the fair trader was 
greatly injured in his business. Under all the con- 
siderations applicable to the subject, he had come 
to the conclusion that specific duties were prefer- 
able. 

There was one other subject to which be wished 
to call the attention of the committee. The Sec- 
retary of the Treasury had recommended that the 
duties should be collected in cash; and the commit- 
tee had come to the conclusion to adopt that sys- 
tem. Mr. F. then went on to give the reasons 
why the cash system should be adopted; and, at 
the same time, showed the disadvantages of the 
credit system, which, he said, had involved us in 
debt and embarrassment. He was, however, in 
favor of a modified warehousing system, by which 
some indulgence would be extended to the ime 
porter. Mr. F. then explained the warehousing 
system of Great Britain, and showed the extent to 
which it might be judiciously carried in this coun- 
try, answering the objections that had been urged 
against it. After a few more remarks on the sub- 
ject of wool, the duty on which the committee pro- 
posed to put at 30 per cent, Mr. F. concluded bis 
remarks. 

Mr. HABERSHAM moved, as an amendment 
to the amendment of Mr. SALTONSTALL, to strike 
out and insert the bill included in the minority res 
port of the Committee on Manufactures. 

Mr. EVERETT suggested that the reading of 
the amendment of the gentleman from Georgia be 
dispensed with, and that it be printed. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD suggested that the amend- 
ment of the gen‘leman from Georgia be printed, 
and that, by general consent, the present bill be 
laid aside, for the purpose of acting on some 
smailer bills for the balance of the day. 

Mr. HABERSHAM said, that as he was en- 
titled to the floor on his amendment, he proposed 
to follow it up with some explanations and some 
remarks on the bill it was proposed to amend; but 


his ‘honorable friend.. from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
BALTONSTALL,}] who. had offered. the first amend- 
ment; had. not yet had. an opportunity of being 
heard on it; and he would, therefore, if the bill was 
postponed, yield the floor to that gentleman, with 
the understanding that he should have it when he 
had concluded. 

Mr. BRIGGS hoped that, by general consent, 
the bill would be laid aside for to-day, and some 
other bill taken up. 

Mr. BLACK moved that the committee rise; 
which motion was negatived—ayes 49, noes 75. 

Ona motion by Mr. UNDERWOOD, the tarif 
bill was laid aside for to-day; and the committee 
took up the bill to revive and continue in force the 
act authorizing the issuing of warrants for military 
bounty lands due to the soldiers of the late war 
with Great Britain. 

Mr. GOGGIN moved to amend the bill, by 
adding a section appropriating 599,000 acres, for the 
purpose of satisfying outstanding Virginia mihtary 
land warrants. 

Mr. BRIGGS objected that the amendment was 
out of order; and after a discussion, in which 
Messrs. GOGGIN and UNDERWOOD took part, 

The CHAIR decided that the amendment was 
out of order. 3 í 

_ Mr. GOGGIN appealed from the decision of the 
Chair, and addressed the committee on his ap- 
peal; and, i 

After a few words from Messrs. UNDERWOOD 
and BRIGGS, 

The decision of the Chair was sustained as the 
judgment of. the House. 

The bill was then laid aside to be reported to the 
House. 

The committee next took up, on the motion of 
Mr. R. W. THOMPSON, the bill making appro- 
priations for the current and contingent expenses 
of the Indian Department. 

The bill was read by the Clerk. 

Mr. GWIN then said that this appeared to be a 
very important bill; and he moved that the com- 
mittee do now rise. | 

Mr. COOPER of Pennsylvania made some ob- 
-servations in support of the motion; in the course 
of which, he said a report on an important matter 
connected with the subject would be in the House 
to-morrow; and, without it, the committee could 
not proceed satisfactorily. 

Mr. R. W. THOMPSON, having made a few ob- 
_Servations in explanation of the necessity of a 
speedy passage of this bill— 

The committee rose, and reported to the House. 

The bill first acted upon in committee, and re- 
ported to the Hlouse, was then read a third time 
and passed. 

Mr. HABERSHAM moveéd the printing of the 
amendment to the tariff bill which he submitted in 
Committee of the Whole. The motion was 
agreed to. 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, June 10, 1842. 

Mr. EVANS presented a memorial from New- 
castle, Maine, remonstrating against the passage of 
the bill to alter and ex‘end the Wiscasset coliec- 
tion district so as to include that place; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a me norial, nu- 
merously signed by the workmen employed in the 
different manufactories in Manayunk, Pesnsylva- 
nia. The memorialists represent their situation as 
deplorable, and ask Congress to pass a tariff bill, 
to raise adequate revenue for the support of Gov- 
ernment, and to give incidental protectioa to the 
manufacturers, and enable them to exist: referred 
to the Committee on Manufactures. i ‘ua : 

Mr. B. also presented a memorial fror citizens of 
Pennsylvania, similar to others heretofore present- 

-ed by him, complaining of the operations of the 
tariff act of 1833, and asking protection: referred 
to the Committee on Manufactures. . 

:Mr. B. also presented a memorial, which, he said, 
he supposed. must have been lying in his drawer 
for some time, covered by other papers. It would 
now be presented out of time. The memorial 
was. from Philadelphia, stating the great import- 


ihe Gulf of 
American 


ance of fortifying some pésition on 
Mexico, to protect that seétion of t 
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coast The memorialists stAte that nO Hine should 
be lest in putting in the begi posie state of de» 


fence that porticū of ovr frantier which borders on 
the Gulf of Mexico. Qf onr whble line of. fron- 
tier, no one portion sustaing a eper interest than 
that which embraces the ae of the Mississip- 
pi, Alabama, and Chatahooc e rivers; and in the 
event of a misunderstanding with a foreign mari= 
time power, at no point would the enemy be so 
Sure to rendezvous as at that; while he could at 
once shut up, or cut off,a vast portion of cur trade; 
and at the same time dangerously threaten the se- 
curity of our valuable citizens in the possession of 
their domestic property, guarantied to them by the 
highest sanctions of the Constitution, 

Mr. B. said the memorial was extremely well 
drawn, and places the necessity of fortifying that 
coast of the Union in the strongest light. He 
moved to refer it to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Mr. PRESTON was glad to see that that portion 
of the Union was impressed with the importance 
of fortifying this frontier. He was pleased at the 
interest which seemed to be manifested by the me- 
morialists. He regretted that heretofore sufficient 
progress had not been made in works which were 
indispensable to give protection to the vast interest 
involved in that wealthy region of the Union. He 
remarked, however, that the proper department 
had, a year ago, ordered a military reconnoissance, 
to be executed with the utmost possible accuracy, 
by a competent and responsible officer, with a view 
to permaneni works there, to effect the objects of 
the memorial. Yo understand the extent of the de- 
fences demanded at or near the mouth of the Mis- 
sissippi, to give protection to the coast, this military 
reconnoissance was deemed necessary. When a re- 
port of it was laid before the country in an authen- 
tic form, he had no doubt an efficient system of for- 
tifications would be adopted. Mr. P. then dwelt at 
much length on the plan of defences, and gave his 
views as to where would be the proper point to 
commence. He said that his plan would be, first, 
to push the works at the Dry Tortugas; and, when 
they were completed, to forward the works, with all 
expedition, which were essential to the fortification 
of the whole Gulf of Mexico. 

He thea spoke of the designs of England, and her 
policy with reference to possessing herself of the 
island of Cuba. He had heard the rumor of her 
designs on Cuba, and, after waking inquiries in 
proper quarters, and obtaining information from 
authentic sources, he was satisfied that there exist- 
ed no such design. After reflecting on her policy 
with reference to emancipation of the negroes in 
the West Indies, he thought that it was improba- 
ble tbai England would ever attempt to take pos- 
session of Cuba. It would be inimical to her in- 
terests, and destructive of her policy, to. do so. 
Mr. P. again stated that the attention of the proper 
department was directed to the subject of fortifying 
th Gulf coast; that it manifested much interest and 
zeal upon the subject; and, he bad no doubt, so 
soon as the military reconnoissance was completed, 
that proper efforts would be made to give ample 
protection and security to the vast interests in- 
volved in that scetion of the Union. 

Mr. HENDERSON differed with Mr. Preston 
as to the prope” point to commence works to give 
protection to the Mississippi country. He said 
that that Senator’s views upon the subject had the 
tendeney of those of the mere poliician. Ft was 
ail a Florida business. The Senator from South 
Carolina had given the preference to St. Joseph's 
for a naval depot, yet contended that the great na- 
val rendezvous should’ be at Key West. Now he 
(Mr. Hewprrson) differed entirely upon that point. 
You might just as well establish a naval depot at 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, to give prctection 
io New York, as to establish a naval depot at Key 
West to protec: the commerce of the Mississippi 
valley.. To- give proper protection, he maintained 
that the fortifications shouid be nearer the source 
of commerce; and that the naval depot should be 
at Ship Island harbor, where the means of con- 
sirnction for vessels could be had with greater fa- 
cility than at any other point. He said they must 
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| at last have the naval establishment near the point 


whence the commerce flows. ca ; 
Mr. PRESTON made somé futibar remarizg, 
showing the advantages of Key West (which, he 
said, was only 8 hours’ run by steamboat to’Has 
vana,) as compared with other points, but at last 


| giving the preference to St. Joseph’s for a depots : 


Mr. KING remarked that the Ghaitman of. Milis 
tary Affairs expressed his great anxiety forthe 
establishment of fortifications for the security of 
our shipping on the Gulf. That it was of the first 
importance, every Senaior who looked at that coast 
would be perfectly convinced. 

Mr. K. said that the nature of the population 
there, the immense commerce, and great wealth of 
that region, rendered it of the first importance that 
the attention of this Government should be called to 
the subject; and that such a naval station should be 
established there, as would enable us to defend and. 
protect our commerce, and to build and repair out 
vessels, Until it was done, and the Gulf was prop. 
erly defended, there would be no security. for the 
commerce of this immense region, or security for . 
its population, ` 

The question is, (said Mr. K.,) where shall we bes 
gin these defences? We have tio naval stétiott 
there, When a vessel on the coast loses: her 
mast, or is crippled in’ her hull, what is the conse- 
quence? She must be either destroyed or towed 
across the Atlantic, to Philadelphia or New York 
tobe repaired—and that, too, at the risk of ‘the 
lives of all those engaged in such a trip; for such a 
thing as ihe repair of a vessel cannot take place 
on the Gulf. He thought that a survey, with ref. 
erence to erecting proper fortifications, should pro- 
gress rapidly; but as to -the triangular sur- 
vey the Senator from South Carolina talked of, 


; he would ask whether the people of that country 


were to be amused for twenty or thirty years bee 
fore we can in practice touch a place where we 
may even commeuce to protect the Souther coun- 


| try? Surely thiscould be done without waiting 


‘for this triangular survey. All that we wanted at 
present was, that such a survey should take place 
as would enable a choice to be made for a suitable 
location for fortifications. For this purpose, it was 
only necessary at present that a survey might be 
made by some competent officer, to enable the Gov- 
ernment to fix on a site. He hoped, however, 
the time was not far distant when the Goyern- 
ment would commence such a survey on the Galf 
as had been commenced on the Eastern coast. 

As to a proper location for a naval depot, hè 
was not prepared to fix upon a place. Although 
he had received many communications in favor of 
St. Joseph’s, he confessed that his mind had not 
been brought to the conc'usion that it was the most 
eligible site. Ail he wanted was, that when this 
maiter, with the reporis of the surveys, was 
referred to the Military Commuitec, that they 
would report ia favor of such survey as was made 
by a competent officer, and would secure the selec- 
tion of proper sites for the naval depot and fortifi- 
calions; and, when that was done, that they should 
take speedy measures to carry them into opera. 
tion by adequate appropriations. If this was not 
done speedily, we would be utterly defenceless on 


; the whose Gulf coast, and the property in the rich - 


and luxuriant valley of the great Mississippi would 
be totally insecure, in case of war with any for- 
eign power; and gentlemen who are now luke- 
warm might then have much cause to regret that 
they were not more impressed with the importance 
of Gulf defences, and more speedy ia their action 
to consummate that object. Ele would go for such 
an expenditure of money as would give security to 
all the interests involved in the defences of that 
coast, 


Mr. BARROW said he was not in ‘the babit of 


| consuming the time of the Senate unnecessarily; 
i} but he felt it necessary to say this much, and no 

more—that they bad been Jong enough lulled to 
| sleep, ard deluded by splendid schemes in the fa- 


ture for the defences of the Southern coast and 
Gulf of Mexico. He wouid eall the attention of 
the chairman of the Committee on Military Af. 
fairs (Mr. Presron] to the appropriation bills from 
the House forthe army and navy. He(Mr. B.) 


{I had examined those bills, the provisions of which 
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were of much more importance io him, than any 
resolutions that might be passed to instruct the 
President of the United States to appoint a board 
of engineersto survey the coast, or aboard of officers 
to select sites for fortifications. Let us (said he). 
finish the fortifications and. defences already com- 
menced. Neither in the army or navy appropria- 
tion: bills, have the committee decided upon, or the 
House made, such appropriations as ought to have 
been made for the completion of those defences 
already. commenced; and he called the attention of 
every Southern Senator to- the fact, and invoked 
them. to co-operate, with him in makipg such 
amendments to. them, as be- will propose for the 
-completion of the fortifications for the protection 
of Louisiana. No appropriation for the defence 
and protection of Louisiana is made-in the for- 
tification bill. 

It-was idle to talk of a naval depot at the Toriu- 
gas or Key West, for the defence cf the South, 
while the system of defences commenced are not 
completed. A navy-yard was commenced at Pen- 
sacola seventeen years ago; and, al this day, it was 
no more anavy-yard, for practical purposes, than 
the yard or green which surrounded: the Capitol. 
He desired that the chairman of these two commit- 
tees (the military and naval) would step forward 
now, when the. bills were before the Senate, and 
give an -earnest of their desire to protect the South 
and the Gulf of Mexico. But these splendid 
schemes, which are to take. place hereafter, to pro- 
tect the commerce of the Gulf of Mexico and im» 
mense wealth of the great Mississippi valley, was 
a matter in which he telt litte interest; but he felt 
great interest that. the fortifications commenced 
should be completed; and that the navy-yard at 
Pensacola should be compicted; until that was 
done, the Gulf was perfecily defenceless; and, until 
that yard was putin a position for the repair and 
the building of vessels, the whole South was per- 
fectly at the merey of the East in these particulars. 

The memorial was then referred to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. CHOATE presented a memorial from the 
cities of New York and Brooklyn, N. Y., remon- 
strating against the reduction made in the House 
of Representatives in the appropriations to the 
navy, and praying that liberal appropriations may 
be made to sustain that branch of thé public ser- 
vice: ordered to Jie on the table, where the bill 
to which it refers now lies. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented two memorials 
from New Ycrk, praying the passage of a law 
establishing a national exchequer: ordered to lie 
on the table, 

Mr. T. also presented a memorial from citizéns 
of Albany, remonstraling against any reduction 
of the duty on gold and silver ware imported: 
referred to the Committee on Manufactures, 

Mr. HENDERSON, from the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, to which bad been referred 
the claim of Joseph Kreps to a lot of land, report- 
ed a bill for the relief of bis legal representatives; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr, CONRAD, from the Committee on Private 
Land Ciaims, made an adverse report on the claim 
of Joseph Roby; which was read, and ordered to 
be printed, 

Mr, WOODBRIDGE, from the Committee on 
Commerce, to which had been reterred House bill 

entitied “An act to connect the ports of Stonington, 
Mystic, and Pawcatuck into a collection district,” 
ted the same back with several amendments; 
n were read, anu ordered to be printed. 

Bir. MERRICK asked the Senate to take up the 
hill to provide for the permanent employment, in 
the Post Office Department, of certain clerks here- 
tofore, for several years, temporarily employed in 
that department. 

Mr. M. moved to postpone the previous orders, 
for the purpose of taking up the above bill 

The quesiica was pat on ths motion, It was 
agreed to; and the bill was takea up as in commit- 
tez of the whole. 

iir. MERRICK said a provision was introdeced 
into- the civil and diplomatic bill, that no part of 

the appropriations : shouid be applied to the pay- 
Ment of any officers not provided for under existing 
ot pethanent: law. These clerks had been em- 
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ployed for several years in that department; yet 
they were not considered permanent clerks, inas- 
much as they were only authorized by ibe annual 
appropriation. bill, in whieh provision was made 
for their pay. ; : : 
‘Mr. M. then proposed an amendment to the 
bill, appropriating $10,600 to pay temporary 
clerks now employed in the office of the Auditor for 
the Post Office Department: He said these clerks 
were similarly situated. They had not received a 
stiver of pay since the first of January last, and 
could not receive pay till this bill was passed. 

Mr. SEVIER made- some remarks as to the 
great number of clerks who. were employed in 
this department—more, he believed, thah were ne- 
cessary. 

Mr. WRIGHT referred to a law under which 
some of these clerks were appointed, showing that 
it was not intended by it ihat they should become 
permanent clerks, being allowed to the department 
merely to meet a certain contingency. He also 
maintained that, if they were to become permanent 
clerks, some of their salaries should be redeced. 
He believed, on a comparison of their duties, and 
the requisite qualifications to perform those duties, 
with the duties and qualifications of those in other 
offices, their salaries were higher than was allowed 
in other offices. : 

Mr. MOREHEAD was satisfied that, if there 
was any necessity for additional clerks in any of 
the departments here, it was in the Post Office De- 
partment. Tae labors of that department were 
increased more than any other, by the extension of 
mail contracts and mail ‘facilities. Mir. M. then 
alluded to the expected retrenchment, : 

Mr. SEVIER was sorry to hear the chairman of 
the retrenchment and reform committee [Mr. 
Morenrap] speak se despondingly ef the reforma- 
tion of which there had been so much talk, and so 
many promises made, and which the country kad 
a right to expect from the reformation committee. 
The cry of ret:cnchment and economy had been 
in full blast ever singe the late contest; but he be- 
lieved very little would be effected, to judge of the 
remarks of the chairman, who now says little can 
be done without the co-operation of the Executive. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said there was jast cause 
to believe that retrenchment was necessary in all 
the depariments——that there were cases for investi- 
galion in all of them. That movement, (the ap- 
pointment of the retrenching committee,) he would 
say, arose from no disposiiion to end in party con- 
siderations; bat it was instituted to enter, in all 
possible good faith, into investigation for the pur- 
pose of effecting reform and retreachment. ; 

Afera few more remarks by Messrs. MORE- 
HEAD and SEVIER, relative to the promised re- 
treachment, F 

The quesiion was taken on the amendment, and 
agreed to; and the biil was reported to the Sengte. 
The amendment of the commitiee was then con- 
curred in, and the bill was ordered to be èngrosed 
for a third reading. ane 

THE APPORTIONMENT BILL. 7 

The special order of the day brought up thg ap- 
portionment bill, engrossed for a third reading, 

Mr. TALLMADGE moved a reconsideration of 
the vote ordering the bill to be engrossed for a third 
readings. 

Mr. WALKER called for the yeas and nays on 
the question of reconsideration; which were or- 
dered, ? 

Mr. KING wished to be informed what object 
was to be ailained by the motion, as he desired to 
vote understaadingly. The Senate had been a 
long time employed in the consideration of the bill, 
with a view of bringing it inte a proper shape; and 
now, afier having labored at it for weeks, and 
hammered itinto iis present form, why should it 
be thrown again inio ecommitiee. to cxnsume—ir 
td not be keown how much time. He wanted 
to hear some good reason given why the Senate 
should thas retrace its steps. ` 

Mr. TALLMADSE cbserved that he had 
moved an adjoarament yesterday evening, io give 
the Senators on the cther side an opporiunity of 
reconsidering the sabject. For himself, he bad 
oniy to say that there were some amendments of 
the bil which he did not approve, and he would 


be glad to have an opportunity of reconsidering 
them. It would not be necessary to consume time 
now, by further explanation; but should this motion 
prevail, he would state his objections to the bill in 
its present form. 

he yeas and nays were then taken, and the 
vote was reccnsidered—yeas 26, nays 18, as fot- 
lows: 

YBAS—<Massrs. Archer, Barrow, Pates, Bayard, Choate 
Clayton, Conrad, Crafis, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Hunting- 
tou, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, 
Preston, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, 
White, and Woodbridge—26. : 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Berrien, ! 
King, Linn, McRobeits, Rives, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, 
Sturgeon, Walker, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, an 
Young—18. . , 

Mr. WHITE then moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the following amendment was concurred 
in, viz: 

“Provided, That each district shall contain, as near as may 
be, an equal number of inhabitants to be represented”? 


Mr. WRIGHT calied for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. 

Mr. BENTON was surprised at this motion. 
He was surprised to see a clause, equitable in ite 
self, and adopted by a vote almost general in the 
Senate; attempted to be stricken out—and that, 
without a particle of reason being given for it. The 
ańiendment requiring the districts to contain, as 
near as may bẹ, the same amount of population, 
was so natural in itself, that the omission of itseem= 
ed to be an accident; and the vote of three to one, 
given in favor of adopting it, seemed to show that 
such was the sense of the Senate. Now itis pro- 
posed to reconsider that vote, and to reverse it, and 
to leave the districts to be as unequal as the Legis- 
latures please in point of numbers. By this means, 
minorities might control the elections, by giving 
one member to a large district of one political caste, 
and small ones to members of adifferenteaste. No 
reason is given for this motion. He (Mr. B.) held 
himself to be a reasonable being, and wished rea- 
sons for thus reversing what was done yesterday. 
The States, also, were reasonable, and would wish 
reasons for thus treating them. The States have 
not yet dwindled into nothing, as General Hamil- 
ton supposed they would, if the General Govern- 
ment maintained itself; they are not yetto be treat- 
ed as senseless machines, or as the vassals of an 
imperious master. Sic jubeo, sie volo, stet volun- 
tas pro ratione. 

[Mr. Bucuanan. Srat voluntas.] 

Mr. Benton. Stet, also: it is the imperative, 
and may be used as weil as the indicative. This 
imperious language is not yet to be used by Con- 
gress to the States. They are not yet to be told 
that the will of Congress stands, or may stand, for 
a reason: the order is sufficient. The States will 
want reasons, and have a right to them, They 
wilihave a right to know why a clause, so just and 
proper in itself, and adopted by so large a vote yes- 
terday, is to be reversed to-day, 

Mr. B. called the attention of the Senate to the 
delays which had occurred in passing this bill. It 
should have been passed last winter, while the 
State Legislatures were in session; the majority of 
the two Houses were responsible for not having so 
passed it, ‘The minority constantly called for the 
passage of this biil—the Senators from Ohio 
especially—-and that, in obedience to instructions 
from their States. They called for it, and the 
minority have done all in their power to bring it 
forward, and accelerate its passage; and now, 
when at last the bill has got to its last stage— 
now, at the end cf six months——on this tenth day 
of June—here is a motion to reconsider, and re- 
open the contested section, and set the whole debate 
afloat again. The States were badly treated; they 
are put to enormous expense and inconvenience in 
holding extra sessions io comply with the law of 
Congress; some are now actually sitting and waiting 
for this law. Pennsylvania and New Hampshire 
were in that condition; others had adjourned, ma- 
king contingent provision for the election; and now, 
the bil is to be still farther delayed, and the con- 
lingent provisions rendered nugatory by the adop- 
ton of unexpected and unprecedented enactments. 

Mr. B. said the manJate to district. the 
States would be a vast experse and inconvenience 
to the States which may undertake to.comply with 
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it, ‘and whose elections may come on, under exist- 
‘ing laws, before a stated meeting of their Legisla- 
‘tures. Halfthe States in the Uaion were in that 
condition. Others were ina still more difficult posi. 
tion——in. the position of impossibility of complying 
“wiih the mandate cf Congress,even if willing to obey 
it: He alluded to Louisiana and Missouri; one of 
which held ier election onthe first Monday in July, 
the other the first Monday if Aagust. In both 
‘Statés compliance was impossible. The bill is not 
yet. passed, and may not get through all the forms 
for a week or two to come, It can hardly be heard 
of in Louisiana. In Missouri it would. be impos- 
sible to convoke the Legislature in time, either to 
district the State, or to postpone the election. The 
Governor cannot postpone the election; the Legis- 
lature alone could do it, and there is no time to 
convéne ‘it for the purpose. The -election must 
‘take: place. A law of the State, made under the 
-Constitution of the United States, requires it to be 
held on the first Monday in August. The officers 
of the State must open the polls; the people have a 
right to vote; and, if one man votes, it is an elec- 
tion, And isitto be set aside by Congress? Is 
it to be nullified? Is it to be treated as if it had 
never taken place? Mr. B. believed that was the 
phrase used in Pennsylvania, in time of the buck- 
‘shot war. 

“ [Mr. Bucnanan said yes; the election was 
proposed to be treated as if it had. never taken 
-place.] 

‘And Congress (said Mr. Bextor) propose to 
treat the election in Missouri as if it had never 
taken place; and that, for not complying with an 
act of Congress, where it was a demonstrated and 
acknowledged impossibility to comply with it. 

Mr. B. said, history recorded the acts of a tyrant 
who wrote his. edicts in small letters, and then 
placed them on the tops of high columns, where no- 
body could read them; and then punished people 

‘for disobeying them. That was very tyrannical: 
but this conduct of Congress is worse; for the col- 
umn might possibly have been climbed by some, 
and the edict read: but, in this case, no one can 
read our act before it is passed, nor Obey it when 
there is not time to do so. 

Mr. B. said the mandamus section was uncon- 
stitutional, and made more odious by the manner 
of passing it. It was clear that Congress had no 
power over the elections, except to supply the de- 
fect or misconduct of the States. Here Mr. B. read 
a passage from General Hamilton’s speech ia the 
convention of 1787, and another passage from Mr. 
Rufus King’s speech, to susiain his position. The 
passages quoted were in these words: 


“All must admit the possibility, in case the General Govern- 
ment should maintain itself, thatthe State Gover.imesis might 
gradually dwindle into nothins. The system, therefore, 
should not beengrafled on whut might possibly vai.” —Ger. 
Hamilton, 

“He supposed the Lagisiatures would constantly choose men 
subservient to their own views, as contrasted to the generai in- 
terest; and that they might even devise moses of election that 
would he subversive of the end in view.”— Mr. R. King. 


Mr. B. said, kere was the reason for this grant. | 


of power: It was first to keep the Federal Gov- 
ernment alive after the States dwindied into noth- 
ing, and ceased to provide for. the Federal elec- 
tions; and, next, to correct the perverse legislation 
of the States on the subject. General Hamilton gave 
areason why Congress should make regulations: Mr. 
King gave reasons why it should alter them; and 
‘here was found the reason for the two phrases 
‘found in the Constitution—the phrases, “make or 
alter.” Vhus, Congress was not io interfere at all 
“In these elections—not to meddle at all with this 
‘domestic concern, until the States came to noth- 
ing, and ceased to make laws for the Congress 
elections; or until they became perverse, and de- 
vised modes of election to subvert the end in view. 
‘Tt:was on these conditions that Congress got juris- 
diction of the question, Neither of the contingen- 
‘gies has occurred. The case has not arisen in 
‘which Congress can act at all, even by making a 
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gress assumes to act; and that, not by making a 
law, or altering a law, but by commanding the 


States to alter their own legislation. Thus, the . 


conduct of Congress is doubly anconstitational— 
first, by asséming power where it has none; and, 
‘next, by commanding the States to act, instead of 
acting itself. This double unconstitutionality is 
aggravated by the mode of acting; by the delays 
which have occurred; by assuming authority. and 
guardianship over the States; by meddling in a do- 
mestie question; by laying- States under the n-ces- 


sity of called sessions of their Legislatures; and, in | 


the ‘case of Missouri, requiring a physical impos- 
sibility. j 

Mr. B. appealed to. the gentlemen of the other. 
side to content themselves with the exercise of un- 
doubted rights, and not provoke a collision with 
the States by doing an unconstitutional thing—and 
that, in a way to make the mode of acting fully as 
offensive as the thing done. 

Mr. TAPPAN explained the cireumstances un- 
der which the State of Ohio would be placed, 
should this bill be passed without the amendment 
of the Senator from Missouri. Had the second 
section of the bill been Jeft in its original form, it 
would be doubiful whether the districts should be 
made uniform with respect to territory, or with re- 
spect to population; but the amendment puts it be- 
yond any doubt. By striking out this amendment, 
political parties are invited to make caucus dis- 
tricts. If a political party, controlling the Legis- 
lature, wished to cut off the influence of an antag. 
onist party, having an ascendency—in the Western 
Reserve, in Ohio, for instance—it could make that 
Reserve a single district, and give five or six, or 
any other number of Representatives, within the 
number limited to the State, to a section contain- 
ing less population. The rejection of this amend- 
ment now, by a reconsideration, places the matter 
on a worse ground than ifit never had been adopt- 
ed. It goes to show that the Senate of the United 
States sanctions and approves of inequalities in 
districts. 

Mr. TALLMADGE, in reply, observed, thathe 
apprehended no difficulty in the arrangement. 
The Legislatures would have plenty of time to 
conform to this law. 

It was not necessary for him to open up the 
general subject egain; and he should, therefore, 
confine himself to a very few observations in rela- 
tion to his motion to reconsider the vote of yester- 
day ordering the bill to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

The Senator from Ohio [Mr. Tappan] imagines 
the pending motion, to reconsider the vote adopting 
the amendment of the Senator from Missouri, if 
successful, anil followed up bya voete rejecting 
that amendment, will leave the second clause of 
the bi!) in a condition to operate as an invitation to 
Legislatures in the hands of political partisans to 
make such inequalities in the distribution of dis- 
tricts as to insure their party asccadency. He 
even imagined this ineqnality to the extent of ma- 
king the whole Western Reserve of the State of Ohio 
a single district, with a view of crushing an antag- 
onist party in that section of the State. Now, he 
had no idea that the Legislature of Ohio would, 
or indeed could, do any such thing. The Western 
Reserve would not be without its Representatives 
in the Legislature to protect its righis; and if the 
Representatives of other sections attempted any 
such oppression, their own constituents would ef- 
fectually check them. But, independent of these 
checks, he had too much faith in the patriotism of 
the Representatives of the people in their General 
Assemblies,to imagine for a moment that any such 
designs would be contemplated, much less carried 
into effect. , 

The only consequence of the rejection of this 
amendment will be a beneficial one: it will leave 
the Legislatures free to make such discretionary 


arrangements as will avoid the necessity of civis 


law of its own, or aliering a ‘State: law. Yet Con-:] 


Subdivisions, but in whole counties. 


"Youu Lino Nowa: 


ding counties. Such divisions as-might othe 
be required, would-be in some States inipractiaa- 


ble, according to- the requirements of’ this: proviso;. 


for,jn many‘of them the census was not-taken in 
For thee 
reasons, and these alone, he wished: the vote to be 
reconsidered; and, if reconsidered, he. would vote 
to strike out the amendment. eae Ane 

Mr. BUCHANAN ssid: Mr. President, I pre- 
sume you know, as well as any other Senator on 
this floor, that it is utterly vain to debate the pres- 
ent question. It has already been decided; and 
the vote of yesterday will be reconsidered and: res 
versed by the vote of the Senate to-day. 

Ido not, therefore, rise to discuss: the question; 
but merely to present to the Senate and. to the 
country a faithful picture of our proceedings, or 
rather of what they will be before the close of. the 
present day. i : we epei . 

The amendment proposed by the Senator from 
Missouri (Mr. Bexron] yesterday was so palpably 
proper, that it seemed at once to be hailed by the 
general concurrence of the Senate. It- was plainly 
necessary for the purpose of carrying out. the prin- 
ciple of the bill. “Upon'a solemn vote, on the ayes 
and noes, only ten Senators of the whole body re- 
corded their votes against it. This was not all. 
After.a considerable interval of. time, the same 
question again recurred, on the question of concar- 
ring with the committee of the whole ia their re- 
port. After debate, this amendment was: again 
adopted, by another solemn vote on the ayes and 
noes; but sixteen then voting against it. 


Thus Senators were twice solemnly commited 
yesterday in favor of this amendment. - And ‘what 
will be their condition to-day, unless I greatly mis- 
take the signs of the times? These very. Senators 
will turn about to-day, and vote upon the ayes and 
noes in direct opposition to their votes of yester- 
day. The record, when made up, will present this 
astonishing spectacle. Whether this sudden and 
striking inconsistency will not tend to impair the 
jastly high standing of individual Senators, as well 
as of the whole body, I shall leave to the country ‘to 
determine. ie oo 

But whence this new light which has burst upon 
Senators? Ido not positively know, but I shall 
hazard a conjecture with a great degree of confi- 
dence. No power could bave produced such an 
extraordinary and sudden conversion, except the 
power of a king who has reigned in these halls, 
with omnipotent sway, since the commencement of 
the late extra session:——I refer to king Caucus. He 
deals with refractory subjects in a most efficient 
and summary manner. Hs can change an afirm- 
ative vote of yesterday into a negative vote of to- 
day; and there is no appeal from his mandates. 

Tris vain, therefore, to resist the execution of 
this decree; aad itis vain to say, in tbo language 
of the Senator from Missouri, that, wiin a full 
knowledge of the consequences, you are about to 
provoke a contest between Federal and State au- 
thority, which may prove exiremely dangerous to 
our institutions; and this, without the. slightest,.ne- 
cessity. It would have been easy for you to: have 
avoided any such collision, by excepting from the 
operation of the bill those States which cannot 
now, by possibility, obey your Jaw. Bat you will 
rush madly on, in full view of these consequences; 
and this amendment, which you have tw:ee sòl- 
emnly sustained, will be rejected, for the purpose 
of depriving the House of Representatives of the 
power of arresting this dangerous policy. 

Mr. TALLMADGE did not-know what would 
be the result of this vote to reconsider; bat he was 
encouraged to hope it would be successful, bythe 
prophetic tone of the remarks just made by the 
Senator from Pennsylvania, who had such = happy 
gift of foretelling what was sure to happen. 

The Senator has said a good deal about the sub- 
jection of gentlemen on this floor to the commands 
of king Caucus; and. it was not for him (Mr. T.) 
to doubt the Senater’s right to speak authoritatively 


? 
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on 
. meñce: this king Caucus might yule with as much” 
despotisin-as he pleased on: the ‘other-side; but: he 
‘protested against his friends being judged of. by the 
experience. of their political opponents: -He.could 
assure the Senator that the commandsof king Cau- 
eus.never bad any éffect onshim, -even when he- 
belonged to that party; nor should they. at’ any~ 
. time, present or- fature. He-was not aware that 
any of. his friends: could be infiuenced by“ such 
commands. °: 2 - 


. -With respect to-the.immediate-question:at.issue, . 


he would ask, were not.many.of the State. Legisla- 
tares in ‘the hands of. the Democratic party, even 
in the largest of the States? And if he was willing to 
leave. the discretionary power of arranging the dis- 
tricts:in their hands, was it not a strong evidence 
that he sincerely held no apprehensions that the ar- 
rangement: would be governed by party. motives; 
or, if he had, that his conviction of the necessity 


of giving the States themselves the control of the | 


matter was superior to all partisan considerations? 

Mr. WALKER said the Senator from New York 
was entirely mistaken in supposing that this propo- 
sition. had been suddenly brought forward. . The 
matier had been calmly and maturely considered 
by the Judiciary Committee; and upon this particu- 
lar point the committee were unanimous. [Mr. 
WALKER here read from the report of the commit- 

tee.) This was the, opinion.of four Whigs and one 
Democrat.. : 7 3 ` 

Mr. TALLMADGE obseryed that it had. beeh 
slated by a member of that committee that they: had 
agreed the report should be made, but reserved to 

‘themselves the right to act as they thought proper 
in-reference to it, when it came to be considered in 
the Senate. - 

Mr. WALKER replied, that what he intended 
to assert was, that the committee were unanimous 
upon this point: that if there were to be single dis- 
tricts, they should be as nearly as possible equal in 
point of numbers. 

Mr. KERR said that he had not been present in 

committee, and had not expressed any opinion at 
all Upon the point. f 
Mr. WALKER said he was speaking ‘of those 
- who had been present. So far from this question 
having been suddenly sprung upon the considera- 
tion, of the Senate, it had been solemnly brought to 
their consideration as long as within three days of 
a month ago; and he would venture to say that the 
general principle was so clear and obvious, that no 
one could deny its propriety—that if you divide the 
States into districts at all, the composition of the 
districts, as nearly as may be, should be equal. 
Would any man deny this? If be did, he must 
deny the right of equal representation. On what 
principle of justice or equality could you say that 
one district should be composed of 100,000, and 
another of 40,000 or 50,000? The principle was so 
just, and obvious, that no man could dispute the 
propriety of it; and yet gentlemen objected to it, 
because they want to allow a latitude to the State 
Legislatures. ; 

Those very gentlemen who were so desirous of 
issuing their mandate to the State Legislatures 
Were now 30 very sensitive regarding the rights of 
the States in this matter, that they refused to divide 
counties; buat, if single districts are to be made, 
how was the division of counties to be avoided? 
Here was a mandate to makesingle districts. Flow 
would this operate, for example, upon the county 
of New York? The county includes the city, and, 
by the ratio proposed, that county would be entitled 
to six members, Well, gentlemen said counties 
were not to be divided; if so, the county and city 

of New York, containing a population of four kun- 
dred shousand, must be represented by one mem- 
ber. The same might be said with regard to Phil- 
adelphia, ‘Phat county, though entitled to five mem- 
bess, should send but one. These were the reasons 
for refusing equal jastice—for districting and g*rry. 
wandering the States; and, let it be understood, it 
would no doubt be carried iatoeffect. Was there any 
thing in the Dill, as it stood, that would dictate a 
weason why the districts should be composed of 
contiguous. territory? And yet gentlemen were 
isposed to pay more respect to the dirt, and mud, 


i subject’ susceptible of all thé lights: of expe- | 


th, of which the counties were composed, 


than to human’ beings. All-thċir attention was 
directed to the geographical divisions, but so regard 
“was paid to-the freemen that live-and breathe upon 
the soil--no regard to population. ` The mandate 
‘was, to make districts: of contiguous territory; 
but the gentleman would not command that. the 
- districts should be equalized in point-of population. 
Oh, no!- That would-be encroaching upon the 
„Tights of the Sate ‘Legislatures. If they left one 
- point to the discretion of the States, why not leave 
the: other 2° Did: gentlemen ‘suppose - that they 
~would include territory that was not contiguous? 
If so, why did not their jealousy extend a little far- 
ther? -Yowsay, you shall make. districts of contig- 
uous-territory, but- you may make them as- une- 
qual as you please. if you issue a mandate in 
one instange, why not in the other? Why not 
couple the mandate with directions to do justice to 
people, as wellas to territory? This was the meas- 
ure of their regard for the freemen who compose 
this Union, and who send them to represent them 
in Congress! He firmly believed that, if this bill 
became a law, it would be fraught with more inju- 
rious consequences to this country than any bill 
that had ever passed the two Houses of Congress. 
It ought to be entitled A Dill to invite conflicts 
between the States and this Government; or, A 
bill to. revive. nullification in the United States. 
Gentlemen could not close their.eyes to the fact, 
that many of the States would proceed and ‘elect 
their members under their own laws, and would 
be compelled to disregard the law of Congress; and 
yet they seemed determined to force this contest. 
If it would only bring into contempt the party that 
passed the law; perhaps it might not,be a very in- 
jurious consequence; but it had a tendency, also, to 
bring‘into disrepute the whole Government. This 
was the consequence which he feared;—that it would 
create a spirit of contempt for the act of Congress; 
that the authority of Covgress would come to 
be defied, disregarded, and nullified by the States; 
and that they should have Representatives in Con- 
gress from the various States of the Union, under 
this apportionment, taking their seats in open defi- 
ance of an act of Congress, under which they as- 
semble;—and taking, their seats rightfully, too, be- 
cause the House itself was made the judge, and the 
sole judge, of the qualifications of itsown members, 
No man could deny or dispute the constitational 
right of the House to decide upon the qualifications of 
their own members; and they might, therefore, with 
great propriety, disregard a law which had been 
passed in defiance of that constitutional right. He 
certainly did deprecate the passage of this law, 
more than the passage of any single measure since 
he had had the honor of a seat in Congréss, 
Mr. ALLEN said, when‘the vote was taken upon 
this amendment yesterday, the hour at which the 
Senate usually adjourned had not arrived; and when 
the friends of this bill, (or at least one of them,) 
knowing the extreme anxiety for despatch in re- 
gard to this particular measure, nevertheless 
moved the adjournment, it was apprehended by 
some (myself among the rest) that a nocturnal 
conclave was designed to be held for some purpose 
or other, Sir, (said Mr.. ALLEN,) their purpose 
was to get cut this amendment. I do not know 
what transpired last night; but I do know the ob- 
ject for which it was supposed the adjournment 
was intended, bas been, or is about to be, ac- 
complished. Now, in the course of the observa. 
tions which Ihave addressed to the Senate upon 
this subject, as the diseussion proceeded, I have de- 
plored the manner in which this measure has been 
attempted to be carried through; and I have de- 
plored the language which has been used by Sena- 
tors here, in regard to the House of Representa- 
tives. I have deplored these things, because I 
thought their tendency was to disparage the House, 
as an institution, in the estimation and judgment of 
the country. But, sir, if I were disposed to do an 
injury to the House—if I were disposed to devise 
ways and means by which I could most effeciually 
prostrate it in the publie jadgment—I wouid send 
the bill down with this provision, by which the 
House must be infallibly thrown into a state of dis- 
organization. This will be the effect of the bill. It 
will make the House of Representatives a seene of 
turmoil, strife, and disorganization before the coun- 


try; and this will have resulted from your solemn 


-act of legislation, with all these consequences visi- 


ble to the Senate at the time of passing the act. 


You have been told by a Senator upon this foor— 


upon his. responsibility as a Senator, acting under 


oath, representing one. of the sovereign States of 


this Union—that, if you pass this act, his State 


must be disfranchised, or it must be driven to nul- 


lify your-act. You have been told (what you know 
io.be true withont being told) that you are about 
to pass aù act which itis impossible for some of the 
States" to. exeeute.” The Senator from New York 
talks about the-repugnance of that State to the sub- 
division of counties; and this is the whole reason 
for the motion which has been made this morning. 
Répugnance to subdivisions!’ Why, pending the 
discussion upon this bill, I proposed. an amend. 
ment for the purpose of avoiding subdivisions. 
And what was the gentleman’s vote upon that 
proposition? - He voted against it, and in favor of 
the subdivision. of counties. 

: Mr. ALLEN here, read the amendment referred 
to, as follows: 

Provided, That nothing in this section shall be so construed 
as to requiré subdivisions of counties or cities in any State, 
with a view to the formation of single districts, when contrary 
to existing laws and usages of the States; dud the customs and 
habits of the people thereof. . 

And, sir, upon the direct question, whether or 
not counties should be subdivided, the Senator from 
New York, who now gives his repugnance to sub- 
divisions as a reason for his vote, voted against my 
proposition, and in favor of subdivision. 

(Mr. Tantmapce. And will still, where it is 
necessary.] wes 

Where it is necessary! ‘Will it not be as 
necessary to equalize the population as to equalize 


the territory? You impose upon the States the ` 


necessity of districting, and impose upon them the 
necessity of doing great injustice, or of disregarding 
your law, and setting Congress at deflance.. They 
have never yet asked for legislation on the 
subject, or proposed to change. the existing law; 
and the effec! of your legislation will be, that it 
will become odious to the people of the United 
States. It is not demanded by the existence ofany 
evil, nor by the complaint of a single man; yet you 
propose an entire change of the law throughout the 
Republic—disturbing, by your act, the powers of 
the State Governments. Sir, it is such an act as 
no preceding Congress has attempted to impose 
upon the country; an act which will change the 
habits of the people, disturb the social relations of 
men grown gray and venerable by time—which will 
compel people that have been aecustomed to vote 
for members in their own countics, to vote in other 
counties——not leaving them to follow the mode and 
manner that they have been accustomed to. 
Sena'ers have not weighed well the nature of this 
act which they are about to pass. I will tell them, 
asa party act, the consequences to them will be 
dire. A principle, which has been co-existent with 
this Government, is, that in these United States we 
have too much legislation. It is the complaint of 
the whole people everywhere, iù every quarter of 
the Republic. You commence an act of legisla- 
tion, without an evil to be remedied, without com- 
plaint from any man. You commence an act 
which- requires: legislation in all the States, You 
commence an act without any necessity, which 
will produce strife and turmoil, while the people 
are already sufficiently excited by party confliets. 
But all these, great and appalling as they are, sink 
into insignificance in comparison with the enor- 
mity which you are about to commit, in disorgan- 
izing the fandamental power of this Government— 
the law-making power itself, You have started, by 
your proceedings on thissubject, and by your speech. 
es, a contest between the large and small States.—a, 
contest which I deplore most deeply, because in it 
your sovereignty will prove nothing, in compari- 
son with the sovereignty of the people, Do you 
want these contests, this strife, to be produced bes 
tween the States—founded, as they are, upon the 
geographical limits, and the numerical extent of 
the population? You say youdo. Where did you 
get the right to regulate the power of the State Le. 
gislatures? The Consiitutiua of the United States 
has regulated their powers, Where do you get the 
tight to say to the State of Ohio, that her power “ig 
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becoming too great? 10 say to her that you will 
curb-her:growth, lest she. should overshadow. her 
neighboring sisters? Where do you get the power? 
You are assuming it, It is the basis of this act. 
“We are told here, sir, that you have the consti- 
tutional power, growing out of the fact that the 
‘States might be disposed to disregard their duty. 
This, we are told, is the foundation of the power. 


Bat this power depends upon the happening of a 


contingency. So, then, the foundation of this bill 
rests upon the supposition that tbe States will re- 
fuse tọ seħd R»presentatives ; but, in my opinion, 
the contrary will be the fact. The large States 
will send too many. The effect of this. bill, then, 
is to amend the Constitution, and without’ any 
apology or reason given for it. The amendment 
of the second section of this bill is intended to curb 
the large States. This is the argument gives; and 
we are to sit here tv watch, and see whether or not 
the States are becoming too powerful; and when we 
p'ease, we are to take up the Constitution, and re- 
model it, by changing the organization of the other 
House. I repeat, that this act is uncalled for by 
the existence.of any evil, or by the petition of a 
single American citizen. I repeat, it will produce 


dissatisfaction in the minds of the people; it will pro- . 


duce a struggle in the House of Representatives ; 
and it will finally be nullified. 

A Senator upon this floor has declared to you, 
upon his responsibility as a Senator, that his State 
cannot, by possibility, conform to the provisions of 
your law. And, in the face of all these facts, you 
are going on as if it was in the power of fifty-two 
men here, two hundred and forty in the other wing 
of the Capitol, and one at the other end of tbe ave- 
nue, to amend, alter, and remodel your form of 
government at pleasure. Whatis it that makes 
-your legislation effective? Conformity with tke 
Constitution. You may send your mandamus as 
often as you please; the States will look at the 
Constitution, and they will find that the word dis- 
trict is not known in thatinstrument. States are 
the smallest and the only political subdivisions 
known to the Constitution. But you, by the sec- 
ond section of this act, (as has been very well ob- 
Served by the Senator from Alabama,) do that 
which is ominous in itself ;—you provide a brief 
mode of execution for the States, as men are sum- 
marily executed under military Jaw. You intend, 
by. this, to require the Srates to send men here— 
how? They can come in no other character than 
as Representatives of the people of the States; and, 
coming here as Representatives of the people of 
the States, they are classed by States, because the 
Constitution knows of no other subdivision. Well, 
sir,—— 

Mr. ARCHER rose to a question of ‘order, 
whether a discussion upon the general merits of 
the bill, which had been already so amply discussed, 
was in order upon the motion for a reconsidera- 
tion of the amendment submitted by the Senator 
from Missouri. 

The point of order was overruled by the CHAIR; 
and 

Mr. ALLEN proceeded with his remarks. I 
say if you undertake to alter the Constitution by 
means of the second section of this bill—by ap- 
portioning members of Congress by districts—by 
taking them away from the States, and giving them 
to. districts—you will undertake a thing which it is 
not in your -power to do. I know there has been 
an answer attempted to be given to this argument, 
by the question, “Why have the States the power 
of districting, if Congress has not?” I can answer 
that question. The States are responsible to you 
only for a certain number of Representatives. 
How they choose to get them here, is a matter into 
which you have no right to inquire, so long as 
they do not exceed the number prescribed, _ But, 
sir, as the Senator on the other side is unwilling to 
have the subject further discussed, I am sure lam 
quite unwilling to prolong the debate; but I do be- 
eve that enough has been said to make this -biil 
pass with the public by the title of “the black act.” 

Mr. SIMMONS was struck with the inconsist- 
ency of the course now taken by the gentlemen 
oppesite. Their votes, recorded in the yeas and 
nays-on the question at issue some days since, rela- 
“tive to the amendment to the second section, re- 
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ported by the Judiciary Committee, could not be 
reconciled with the votes they are about to give 
He could not, therefore, see upon what just 
grounds they aécused others of -changing their 
votes. Le oe 

Mr. WALKER observed that the grounds for 
his vote, on the-occasion alluded to by the Senator 
from Rhode Island, [Mr. Simmons,] were fully 
stated in his speech then made, and since pub- 
lished in the Globe; to which he referred. He 
was, throughout the whole-discussion on this bill, 
opposed to the exercise of any power to compel the 
State Legislatures to district their States, or even to 
compel those in which the district system prevails 
making the districts single districts; because he con- 
sidered it a right which exclusively belonged to the 
States themselves, and which Congress has no con- 
stitutional authority to assume. The while thing 
was a monstrous assumption of the power, on the 
part of the Federal Government, of repealing State 
laws. 
amount of Statelaws. He would venture to say, 
that if a competent person were appointed by the 
Senate to go into the library of Congress, and ex- 
amine the records of State Jaws; it would be found 
that, lo appease the manes of State sovereignty 
which this bill annihilates, whole hecatombs of 
Siate laws must be sacrificed, forming a funeral 
pyre greater than that raised over the body of 
Hector. 

Mr. SIMMONS stated his views of the principle 
involved in the question at issue the other day; the 
yeas and nays on which he had alluded to. 

His great objection to the amendment now about 
to be reconsidered was, that, in most cases, there 
must bea division of counties to form districts, if 
it is continued as a provision of the bill. 

Mr. WOODBURY rose to suggest to the Senator 
from Rhode Island that, if he would read the 
amendment recommended to the second section by 
the Judiciary Committee, he would find his mistake 
ia supposing there was any inconsistency in the 
course taken by the Senator from Mississippi, con- 
trasted with his vote then. . 

‘fhat amendment went to relieve States already 
electing by districts from the compulsion of making 
single districis. But it maintained that States elect- 
ing by single districts shouid make them as nearly 
equal in population as possible. The objection 
then urged was, that, if the. districts were equal, 
there would be no fraction. This was brought to 
the attention of the Senate when the subject of 
fractioual representation was under consideration. 

The whole thing was reduced to a simple prop- 
osition—if the States cannot be trusted with the 
division of territory, they cannot be intrusted 
with the division of population. If they are not 
competent todo that which is of the least value, 
they are not to do that which is mast essential. 
But it is their exclusive province to preserve their 
own representative principle, and that grows out of 
population—not territory; and, as it must be their 
especil duty to secure the rights of population, 
they are competent to perform the task, being the 
agents of the people themselves; and why not, 
therefore, as competent to adjust the territory by 
population? . 

Bat, on the subject of the greater importance 
attached to population than to territory, he referred 
to the coternporancous evidence of Mr. Madison’s 
opinions, and those of Patrick Heury, (which he 
quoted at large.) One of the objections—and a 
very striking one—was, that attempts might be 
made to represent property instead of numbers. 
Representation would be merely that of land, goods, 
chatteis, and cattle, instead cf human beings. The 
great anxiety was to prevent the possibility of this 
borough system. But now, instead of keeping 
this necessary safeguard in view, the door is to be 
thrown open, as if it was in contemplation to invite 
the very evil held in such abhorrence by the patriots 
of the Revolution. Under the assumption of solici- 
tude for the protection of numbers, a door of invi- 
tation is opened for the introduction of the princi- 
ple of representing property—and that, too, in such 
a manner as to invite the means of invading the 
rights of numbers. 

Mr. ARCHER remarked that he had no desire 
to protract the ciscussion by making a speech; bat 


he 


This very act would repeal an incredible | 


‘had been called up by the accusatory tone in-which 
the gentlemen on the other side had spsken:of this 
motión to reconsider: both the ‘Vote of yesterday in 
favor of-engrossing: the bill fóra‘ third reading, 
that by ‘which ‘the amendment to the second sec- 
tion had been adopted. As to the particular amend 
ment itself, he could truly say that he regarded ‘it 
as of so` little’ consequence, one way or the ‘other, 


“that he did not give any vote on it, in conseq tence 


of his. mind not. being. made Up, at the time, asto 
any serious effect it would have. And ‘it was not 
to. speak of its merits now, that ho bad arisen; but 
to throw back to. the gentlemen opposite the incon« 
sistency which. they had charged upon his friends 
and his side of the House. If it was (as the Sena- 
tors on the other side contended it was) an insult to 
sovereign States to impose restrictions on their Le- 
gislatures, how did it happen that they were so ex- 
cessively anxious to impose this additional restric- 
tion? He and his friends did not wait to go so far: 
they only required restriction as to’ territorial cons 
tiguity—the least offensive interference with: the 
State Legislatures; leaving the apportionment ‘of 
population free to.them.” But the gentlemen oppo- 
site want to make the resolution most offensive, by 
extending jit to population. as well. as- territory. 
How could they talk of inconsistency after this? 
He admonished gentlemen who live in:glass houses, 
to be cautious, for the future, how they throw 
stones. 

He and his friends had been doing every thing 
they could do, consistent with their sense of duty, 
and of their constitutional obligations, to avoid in- __ 
terfering with the rights of the States offensively; ” 
but the gentlemen opposite had been doing all in 
their power to force them to such a manner of exa 
ercising the coastitutional power as must be most 
odious—first, as to the districting of the States by 
Congress; and, now, as to dic’ating to them tke ad- 
justment of districts, so that equality’ of numbers 
shall be preserved; which must render ‘necessary 
the most inconvenient divisions of counties. It 
was perfectly obvious that the whole tendency of 
the gentleman's opposition was to prevent the bene: 
ficent results of this bill. “i: X 

[Here Mr. A. alluded tò some remarks of the 
Senator from Ohio, (Mr. ALLEN,] to which he at~ 
tributed menaces; and, concciving they might be 
supposed to be personal.te his friends, he wished to 
have a clear understanding of the matter, Mr. 
ALLEN recapitulated his remarks in those particu- 
lars, and the Chair decided that they were parlia- 
mentary, and should not. be taken as personal. The 
debate on these points occupied. much time; but, 
having no reference to the business under discus« 
sion, it is omitted. 

Mr. CONRAD explained what had influenced 
his vote on the occasion to which the Senator from 
Rhode Island [Mr. Simmons] and the Senator from 
N:w Hampshire [Mr. Wocpsury] bad alluded. 
His opinion had been decided by the remarks of 
the Senator from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Bucuanan;]} 
which he stated, as he understood them. : 

Mr. BUCHANAN explaimed*what he did say 
on the occasion alluded to. 

Mr. CONRAD continued. He so understood 
the Senator. It only satisfied him that be was 
right in bis conclusion, that the effect: of. this 
amendment would be to divide counties.” es 

The experience of the past had not inspired him 
with much confidence in the legislation of General 
Assemblies in the States on some snbjects. The 
absence of Senators from Tennessee in this cham- 
ber admonished him, in a voice louder than that 
of the Senator from Onio, and more eloquent than 
that of the Senator from New York. . But he had 
no fear that even States in which the Democratic 
party had the ascendency, would make such in- 
roads on the representative principle as gentlemen 
opposite imagined.. They fear such a thing might 
take place in States where their opponents bave 
the ascendency; but he knew no such thing could 
oceur, and he doubted if that was not secretly their 
own conviction. He was not, therefore, in the 
least alarmed by menaces or prophecies in relation 
to what may be the supposed result of reconsidering 
this amendment. 

Ifthe mantle of prophecy was to descend on any 
one in this chamber, it certainly ought to be on the 


shoulders of the Senator from Ohio; for he had | 
shown a greater aptitude to the gift than any one ` 


he knw. It was not long since that he threatened, 
and reiterated his prophecy day after day for. ten 
days running; in trying to:get-up his resolution 
about Rhode Island. Day after day he prophesied 


the most bloody ‘civil war as ‘a consequence of not - 


taking up. his resolution... Yet.the, resolution was 
not. taken up, and no civil war had. come. This, he 


hoped, would be some excuse for his skepticism.in . 


relation to the prophetic powers of the genilemen 
on the other side. ; ve ie 


“Mr. RIVES 


had voted ‘yesterday against the 


amendment. He.was not aware of any caucus hav- ` 


ing taken place to induce this.motion;:and, if there 
‘was, he certainly could not be accused of being in- 
fluenced by it. He would, in conformity with his 
ptevious vole, now vote to reconsider the amend- 
ment, and, on the main question, vote against the 
amendment. — fete ; 

" Mr. BAGBY spoke for upwards of an hour. 
The following is a mere outline of the positions in 
argument which he took. When time permits, 


his remarks will be written out in full, and pub- 


lished. 2 

In reference to the difference between the district 
system and the general-ticket system, he observed 
that the best practical example which had ever 
een given of the beautiful effects of the district 
system, was to be found in the history of the revo- 
lution in France... In that country the district sys- 
tem. existed in all its perfection... The results of it 
were written in the records of the reign of terror. 

., He asserted, and took his stand upon the assertion, 
that the general-ticket system is constitutional, and 
that the district system is unconstitutional. On 
ibis conviction, he also asserted that there was not 
a principle in the second section of this bill. that 
Was not unconstitutional. 

The only question, he conceived, at issue now 
‘was, wheter a single State, (Missouri,) on which 
the effects of this clause would fall with peculiar 
injustice, should be exempted, from its operation at 
the next elections, 

‘He asked, would the Constitution ‘ever have 
been ratified if it gave Congress the right thus to 
‘oppress a single State; or, if the substantive and 
distinct proposition had been contained in it, that 
Congress should have the power to compel. the 
States to district the States, and to prohibit them 
trom the adoption of the general-licket system? 

He would regard this clause, not as a law, but 
as 2 mere expression of opinion on the part of Con- 
gress, without the vitality of a law; because it pro- 
vides no means for carrying out its object, as a 
Jaw should. What would be thought of Congress 
meeting to consider a question of peace or war, 
and adjourning, on making a declaration of war, 
without providing the means for carrying it on? Yet 
Poud it not be a case precisely analogons with 
this? |. f 
Mr. Jefferson—allowed by the living, as well as 
the dead, to be the father of democracy—if the 
tomb in which he Jies-so quietly inurned could 
“burst its ponderous and marble jaws” to give him 
to the world again in all his pristine-vigor, would 
stand aghast at this assumption of power. And 
what would be his opinion of the doctrines held 
thisday by a Virg:nia Senator—a Representative 
of his own beloved State? Bankrupt laws; alien 
and sedition laws, the distribution act ;—all at- 
tempts heretofore made to consolidate power in the 
Federal Government, sink into the shade when 
placed side by side with this act. Should it pass, 
he would not doubt what the Senator from Ohis 
had said—that he would be able to girdle all the 
‘Whigs in Ohio in a single belt. And this was the 
only consolation that could be drawn from it—that 

it must defeat itself and prove a nullity. But he 
derived no consolation from a consequence calcu- 
lated to bring the Government into contempt. 


Such must be the effect of passing this law with. 


such aclausein it. It makes it a dead letter; it 
mast fall ió the ground, a nonentity at its birth. - 
Where do gentlemen get the power? Isit above 
or superior to that of the States? Can the creature 
be greater. than the creator? Yet the attempt is 
de .to-diclate to-the States what they shall do. Is 
citizen of any State that ought not to feel 


ashamed of the pasijlanimity of his State in sub- 


sitting to this dietation. ef the agent to the princi- 
| pal? In allusion to al l ) 0 
- pafties,.and the power exercised over them, by king - 


that had been said about 


Caueus, he would remark, that if any such pewer 
ruled the 19 on his side-of the House, it was with- 


_out his knowledge; but, if there was unanimity-in 


their action, and.singleness of purpose. in their 


views, it arose from. the fact, that their principles | 
-were based on foundations as eternal as the link of 
| cause and effect, and cannot be undermiged or mis- 


taken, If this game of undoiùg to-day what was 
done yesterday, is to be carried on, where will-it 
end? Does itnot grow out of the council held last 
night? This question, and all like it, must be met 
on principle... If it is right, why depend upon sub- 
altern means.of carrying itout? Why not carry 
it out. at. once, by the full exercise of the power, 
if it exists-at ajl? What is Congress doing but 
dictating to: its 26 masters, and provoking them to 
resistance and the assertion of their own mastery? 

Mr. WHITE considered the course which had 
been pursued was altogether wide of the motion 
which he had submitted. He should have been 
glad, on a suitable cecasion, to-have had an oppor- 
tunity of hearing from the otber side all that could 
be said with regard to the theory of government; 
but it did not seem to him that there was any thing 
new, .cogent, or convincing, in the arguments 
brought forward to prove the exercise of this power 
to be an offensive dictation tothe States. He re- 
ferred to the late occasion in which his side of the 
chamber had assisted the gentlemen opposite to 
obtain .2 reconsideration of the bill to refund the 
fine to General Jackson; and he said he did not ex- 
pect they would have voted against the reconsidera- 
tion of this subject now desired by those who as- 
sisted them. 

Mr. KING observed that the question had not 
yet been taken on the motion to reconsider. 

Mr. WHITE stood corrected: the vote was not 
yet taken. He then entered at large into the 
question of the supposed dictation to the States; 
and he-contended that, if any State should so far 
forget its duty as to refuse compliance to the law, 
it ought not to have the excuse of referring to the 
example of a sister State being exempted from the 
Operation of the law. This was a sufficient reason 
for not legislating partially, to exempt a particular 
State. He arguedin favor of the district system; 
contending that it had great-and manifest advan- 
tages. The exercise of the power to produce uni- 
formity, he contended, was a Federal duty, in con- 
tradistinetion to the duty of the States, which he 
considered local. 

He put a case to tae Senator from Ohio, [Mr. 
Tappan:) that Ohio, with a Democratic majority 
in its General Assembly, was. induced to put the 
‘Western Reserve into a single district, giving all the 
rest of its representation to the remainder of the 
S:ate: how long, he asked, would the Senator’s 
party retain power in that State, after such an act? 


Because he believed this amendment not neces- 


sary, he was willing, for one, to vote for iis recon- 
sideration. i 

Mr. TALLMADGE observed, that all he de- 
sired was, that when a county should come very 
near the ratio—suppose the county of Albany, with 
68 600—it should be allowed a member without 
dividing an adjoining county. All he required 
was, that the Legislature might have the diseretion 
of making such adjustments. The city and coun- 
ty of New York would, of course, be divided into 


four districts. The county of Oneida would prob- | 


ably have to be divided; but the Siate Legislatures 
ought to be left the diseretion of settling this mat- 


ter. 

Mr. WRIGHT said he owed the Senate no 
apology for- occupying a few moments of its time. 
He did owe them a debt for the time he occupied a 
few days ago, but tried to pay it with deep interest 
by his silence since. He did not rise for the pur- 
pose of replying to any Senator, or any remarks 


-made in the course of this debate; but for the pur- 


pose of presenting to the Senate a recapitulation of 
the proceedings of yesterday, on the question un- 
der consideration. . There are two great principles 
involved in the question, and which lie at the 
foundation of our Constitution. The one is, as to 


] the manner of giving popular representation; and 


the other, the representative principle itself. By a 
very short recapitulation, he desired to show that 
the Senate had manifested its distrust of the House, 
in the manner. of. representation; and of every 
State in the Union, in reference to the manner of 
applying-the representative principle.’ f 


| - The first question presented to them was, whether 


fractions of the population should be represented, 
Upon this question, his. political friends, as well as 
their opponents, had been divided as to the principle. 
The Senate, by.a very divided voie, had adopted the 
fractional principle, Why? Because the principie 
of representation according to population ought 
to be preserved in constituting the House of Rep- 
resentatives. With this he found no fault. It 
was the voice of the Senate; and he was willing to 
submit to if. A decided majority of this body 
were in. favor of- bringing the Hlouse of Rep- 
resentatives to the smallest possible number which 
it was supposed the House would vote for, A 
ratio was adopted, by a strong and decided vote, to 
bring the House to the number of 217—a reduc- 
tion of 25 members. He (Mr. Wricar) found 
no fault with this; but he spoke of the impressions 


and opinions of this body, in regard to the meas- - 


ure of representation to be allowed to the people 
of this country in the cther House. And what 
was the opinion of the House of Representatives? 
That body, which represents the people of these 
United States, whose interests. they were, by the 
second. section, endeavoring to consult, decided 
that the House should consist of 306.. The dif- 
ference, then,. between the two bodies, as to the 
numler of which’ the House should consist, was 
89. All this had passed very quietly; but’ there 
was a disposition manifested here to control 
the manner of holding elections, by directing 
that every State in the Union should be divided 
into districts—each district being entitled to elect 
one Representaiive. They had, in the first place, 
compressed the House into the smallest number 
possible, and then they were very pertinacious in 
controlling the manner. A decided majority were 
in favor of this proposition, and the minority had 
not rebelled; they had only resisted with such poor 
arguments as- had not convinced. They had de- 
termined, then, that the House should consist 
of the smailest number--shonld be elected in 
a particular manner, independently of the ac- 
tion .of the States; and it was now pro- 
posed to them to-determine whether the very rep- 
resentative principle should be carried along with it, 
and whether, when the Legislatures of the States 
had acted in conformity with the mandate. of 
Congress, they should preserve the representative 
principle—that is, that the districts should, as near- 
ly as may be, be composed of equal representative 
population. He confessed he was. not surprised 
yesterday to see vole upon vote sprung upon this 
question, regardless of political principles or party 
feelings. The district system had been held up to 
them as democratic, and that it was the duty of 
Congress to force it upon the States because it was 
democratic. 
adopt this borough system, you permit them to make 
their districts as they please, giving to one district 
69,000, and another 90,000. 

The argument that had been used was, that 
the States had the right to` control this mat- 
ter, and you have no right to suppose they will 
do it incorrectly, He rejoiced to.see, at least, this 
remaining confidence in the Legislatures of the 
States. Rut, if they were the safe depositories of 
one power, were they notso of the other? Why 
was the confidence which was reposed in them in 
one instance, denied to them in the other? The 
power had been safely and unobjectionably con- 
fided to them for fifty years past. Tt had been said 
that it was inexpedient to adopt this amendment, 
because jt would compel the States to break up their 
present district system. If they adopted the amend- 
ment, they would most assuredly compel the States 
to break up their present system; and, as predicted 
by the gentleman from Delaware, compel them to 
adopt a borough system, from which the Democ- 
racy would most assuredly absolve themselves. 
But, if Congress adopt the one principle, namely, 
that of districting; they should adopt the.other.also—~ 


Bat, though you compel the States to . 


: 
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that of equalizing ‘the representative population, 
‘The-two:should never be separated. . It would-be 
tyranny to Separate them. “If they could not trust 
the Siates'to. district themselves, neither -cotild they 
trust them to equalize the districts. - He (Mr. W.) 
‘was willing to ‘trust them'to do both; and he only | 
desired to be permitted to trust his own State. The 
bill-did not: permit the States to determine whether 
they should be districted or not; but they were per- 
mitted to make them in such manner as they thought 
proper. 

‘he Senate, acting in its constitutional capacity 


as a co-ordinate branch of the Government, had | 


recalled yesterday the aciion of the previous day; 
and,.to-day, the action of yesterday was recalled. 
He talked not of caucuses or conventions, or the 
control of opinions from any quarter. He merely 
stated the fact as it required to be stated, and it 
should be brought fairly before the country. And 
he would ask, on what principle was it that gen- 
tlemen reqnired them ‘to trust the State Legisla- 
tures.in One case, and refuse to trust them m the 
other? But'they were toid by the Senator from 
Virginia that they were all in the wrong, because 
they had refused to-vote in favor of reconsidering 
the vole of the Senate upon the engressment of the 
bill; and that they were not at liberty to call gen- 
tlemen to account for inconsistency, (which he did 
not mean to do now,) in consequence of that vote. 
If the Senator would permit his mind for one mo- 
ment to be turned to the subject, he would justify 
them in the course they had pursued. Could they 
be ignorant of the purpose of the. reconsideration— 
thatit‘wasto make the bill worse for us than it was 
at.the moment when we voted against it? Where 


was the inconsistency in endeavoring to keep as | 


little an amount of evil as possible? These were 
abe views: which had governed the minority. 
While it was democratic to enforce the district 
system, he thought it was quile as democratic to 
carry the principle of equalization of population 
along with it. 

Mr. TALLMADGE had avoided discussion. 
He had risen in. reference to. what his colleague 
and the Senator from New Hampshire had said 
with regard to trusting the States in one thing, not 
having trusted them in another. Now, the whole 
of’ this was gratuitous. The only requirement 
made was, that the States should have single dis- 
tricts. ‘They would be> put to great inconvenience 
hy: divisions of counties. .They would themselves 
prefer not being thus embarrassed. 

Mr. WOODBURY observed that it was neces- 
sary for the Senators on ‘the other side to preserve 
their consistency, by striking out the rule in rela- 
tion to contiguous territory. 

There was one idea which it might be well for 
the Senate to reflect upon, It was now generally 
conceded on. all sides, that the States only asserted 
their undoubted right of instructing their repre- 
sentatives in Congress. Yet here was an assump- 
tion of the right, cn the part of Congress, to in- 
struct the Siate Legislatures on the subject of di- 
visions of territory; and surely, if it was right to do 
this, consistency required that the instructions 
should extend to the division of the population in- 
habiting the territory, as well as to the territory 
itself. Consistency required this. 

Mr. TALLMADGE denied that there was any 
instruction; it was a duty enjoined on the States by 
the Constitution. . 

Mr. BAYARD wished merely to state the case 
in the aspect in which it presented itself to him. 

The Senator from Missouri thinks the clause ia 
the bill “rams the States into the earth.’ He ar- 
gues that there is an impossibility of carrying it 
out. The first proposition of the biil, is that there 
shall be as many districts in the State as Represent- 
atives; that they shall be composed of contiguous 
territory; and the amendment requires that the pop- 
ulation of the districts shall be, as neaily as practi- 
cable; equal. ; . 

Ths. population of New Hampshire consists of 
501,793 .mbabitants. She has 7 Representatives: if 
the .Representatives-be divided into the population, 
there-would be 71,684 —leaving, for each, a balance 
of 5—-a:fraetion to be divided among the 7, which 
could not be done. It would require the husband 
aud “wifetobe separated; and even then the divis- 
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ion would‘not be complete. Hence, the impossi- 
bility of the division required. There would be no 
reference to. territorial! convenience, but to num- 
bers; and as numbers are divisible down to one, 
the Legislatures would be compelled to divide fam- 
ilies, to come to “ihe division as near as may be” _ 
—that is, a division dependent on. numbers. Was 
it, he would ask, so surprising that gentlemen, af- 
ter having acted on the subject, without seeing the 
import of the word, should, on seeing evil, wish to 
reconsider their vore? He had voted against the 
amendment, and he had noinconsisteney to rec-* 
oueile: But he saw no inconsistency ia those who 
did. 

The Senator from Alabama asks, if this is not a 


‘mandate, or an order, what is it? The answer is, 
that it is a law, which the States are bound, by 


their duty to the Constitution, to carry. out; and 
that is the answer. 

Mr. WALKER observed that the rule was to be 
judged of by the Legislatures, and they would see 
the practicability of its application. This prin- 
ciple, and the objections of the Senator from Del- 
aware, were discussed and reported upon a month 
ago; and yet now it is brought forward as a new 
discovery—found out since yesterday——as a small 
excuse for reconsidering the vote on this amend- 
ment. The Senator from Rhode Island had ae- 
cused him of inconsistency, and had referred to his 
vote and the yeas and nays on the amendment of 
the Judiciary Committee. If the question then at 
issue was (he same in principle, it was decided by 
a vote of 40 yeas and only 4 nays. Yesterday the 
vole was 30 yeas and 10 nays. If there was in- 
consistency in these votes, Jet the lists be examined, 
that it may be seen what Senators were inconsist- 
ent. He believed a majority of them would be 
found to be most worthy and enlightened members 
of the Whig party. He had drawn up an amend- 
ment, which he would read and propose, should 
this vote be reconsidered. ` i 

The Legislature of Mississippi have voted to in- 
struct its Senators to vote for a general-ticket sys- 
tem; and now their Senators are required to turn 
round and instruct their own Legislature. All ac- 
knowledged the right of instruction—but it is ‘that 
of the principal to the agent, not the agent to the 
principal. 

Mr. BAYARD observed that the object was to 
strike out the amendment simply, in order to pre- 
vent ambiguity. He further explained the matter. 

Mr. BUCHANAN hoped it would not be con- 
sidered disrespectful of him to ask that the bill be 
passed this evening. Behad received communica- 
tions that the Legislature of Pennsylvania was 
waiting the action of Congress. 

Mr. SEVIER asked, if the motion to reconsider 
prevailed, would the bill be before the Senate in a 
condition to admit of amendments ? 

The CHAIR explained that it would. 

_ Mr. SEVIER would, in that case, move to ad- 
journ. 

The question was put on the adjournment, and 
decided in the negative. 

Mr. CUTHBERT said he doubted whether he 
ought to make the statement which a sense of duty 
urged him to make, lest he should still further in- 
flame the minds of gentlemen opposite; because 
they seemed already sufficiently inflammable, when 
statements or allusions were made on that floor as 
to the manner in which this enactment would be 
treated by the States. Yet, on the other hand, 
there was a daty to be performed, which must be 
paramount to any considerations of personal of“ 
fence. He wished it to be understood that be in- 
tended nothing like menace. But he would say 
this—that he most sincerely believed, from state- 
meats which he had received from his own Siate, 
that that Stale would proceed to elect her members 
by general ticket in October next; and he appealed 
to his honorable colleague to say whether that was 
rot also his belief. 

Mr. BERRIEN replied, that the only informa- 
tion be had upon the subject had been derived 
from his honorable colleague [Mr. CoTaprrt] 
himself. : 

Mr. CUTHBERT reiterated his own belief that 
such would be the course taken by the State of 
Georgia; and he believed the fact was yery well 


: whom the law must be perfected-and carried into 


ther. 


House. The Senate, then, having this statemeñt 
before them, must bé aware that a Collision would 
take place between that State and: ihe General. 
Government. They were now urged by ‘the Séna- 
tor from Pennsylvania to proceed with this bill and.: 
pass it at once, because it was connected with 
action- on the part of the State Legislatures, by — 


known by the members from that Siate in the 


effect. “Did not this present à- ‘very strong reason: 
why the amendment to the second section of this 
bill should not have been made at this time?” The 
section itself made a material change in the organ- 
ization of the Government. -It was. connected, 
therefore, with a subject as pressing in its exigency 
as that of time, oe : 
He was not in the enjoyment of that’ state of 
health which would enable him to take much part 
in the discussion; and he had, therefore, left the 
matter to his colleague, who was. better able than 
himself to convince, if arguments were. capable 
of convincing the Senate. The ability ,of his hon- 
orable colleague had given hiim reason to hope that 
the earnest and full.expression of the view he 
entertained—such as he had made to the Senate— 
would have its due-influence. It was for.these 
reasons that he (Mr. ‘C.) ‘had abstained from par- 
ticipating in the discussion, as “it proceeded. - But. 
he regretted to perceive Ihat the result had been 
different from his expectations. ` 
He would not, for his life, say a taunting thing 
which would indispose gentlemen on the other 
side to take that view of the subject which it was, 
in his opinion, important to the country that they 
should take. He appealed to the Senator on the 
other side—-who had undoubtedly strong attachments 
to the State of Georgia—-who had numerous friends: 
in that Siate—whether he owed nothing to that 
State and. those friends. Would the Senator be. 
willing to see a collision take place between that 
State and the General.Government? He app 
to the Senator from Virginia, who stands in 
same relation towards that State. Didhe desire 
to see that State, which had been called the young 
Virginia, brought into collision with this Govern- 
men? He appealed to other Senators to say 
whether the very idea of the impending collision, 
if this bill were passed, was not abhorrent. There 
were views of this subject very strong and’ very 
impressive—vistas in prospective hich, if feels 
ingly disclosed by the powers of intellect, the keen- 
ness of research and of investigation which. his 
honorable colleague possessed, it would not’be pòs- 
sible for the Senate to resist. ne 
The Senator from Pennsylvania, the Senator 
from Mississippi, and the Senator from New 
Hampshire, who once held the golden wand, all 
urged the Senate on to action. But he (Mr. C.) 
would be very glad if, instead of so mach precipi- 
tation, those just and worthy men—whose freedom 
from all perverting causes gives them clear judg- 
ments on all these matters—-whose consciences are 
pure and unsullied, undisturbed by the strong de- 
sires of ambition, (though motives had been urged 
within this Hall and out of it; as to them, he had 
notbing to do.) It was well enough tbat parties 
should act in unison; that sort of harmony of ac- 
tion was demanded often, in the pursuit of:high ob- 
jects; but he would have been glad had those good: 
and worthy men, in the exercise of their judgments, 
released Georgia and other States from the un- 
fortunate condition in which they will be placed by 
this bill. Í . 
The question now being on the motion of Mr. 
Wuite to reconsider the amendment of Mr. BEN- 
TON, providing that the districts shall be, 2s near 
as practicable, equal in the number of their inhabit- 
ants— : oe 
Mr. WALKER demanded the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered; and the vote.being taken, re- 
sulted in the affirmative, as follows: 


VEAS—Mesars. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choate 
Conrad, Crafts, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Kerr, Mangum, 
Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Preston, Rives, Bim- 
mons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague; Tallmadge, White, and 
Woodbridge—25. . : £ : 

NAYS—Mesars. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Berrien, Buchanan, 
Cuthbert, Fulton; King, Linn, McRoberts, Sevier, Smith of 
Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Williams, 
Woodbary, Wright, and Young—~20, ; 


| “Phe question then recurred on concurring with 
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ra terete 


the Commiieé of the Whole, in ‘the amendment 
juet tecon dered; when >00 00 S : 
“Mr. KING said, in order to avoid the difficulties 
which the Senator from Delaware had apprehended 
—ihat counties, cities, and even families, would have 
10 be divided, to confor to the proviso just recon- 
sidered—he propösed to. amend. the proviso. to the 
effect. that, in making the. districts, as near as 
practicable, equäl in the number of their inhabit- 
ants, no One should conlain.a number. of persons 
entitled to representation. which should: exceed, or 
fall short, 5,000 of the. ratio fixed by this bill. 

Mr. MERRICK observed that such an amend- 
ment would not answer at all in a State entitled-to 
an additional Representative for a fraction exceed- 
ing amoiety of the ratio, and that it conflicted 
with that provision. : : 

At the suggestion of Messrs. WALKER and 
WOODBURY, _ Pe Be 

Mr. KING, to prevent the amendment conflict- 
ing with the fractional representation, modified it 
so that no district should be so far unequal in the 
number of inhabitants as to exceed 5,000. f 

Mr. KING demanded the yeas and nays on this 
amendment, which were ordered; and the question 
being. put, it. was determined in the negative, by 
yeas 19, nays 24, as follows: F j 

YEAS—Messrs. ‘Allen, Bagby, Benton, Berrien, Buchanan, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, Smith. of Connecti- 
cut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbu- 
ry, Wright, and Young—19, — - H 

NAYS- Mesers Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choate, 
Conrad, Crafts, Evans, Graham; Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Mil- 
Jer, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Preston, Rives, Simmons, Smith 


of Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, White, and Woodbridge—24, , 


Mr. TAPPAN moved. that the proviso be so 
amended that the population of ‘one district should 
not exceed another by 10,000 persons; and on that 
motion demanded the yeas and nays, which were 


ordered; and the question being put, the amend.. 


ment was rejected, by yeas 19, nays 24, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS-—Messrs, Allen, Bagby, Benton, Berrien, Buchanan, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, Smith of Connecti- 
cut, Bturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, 
‘Wright, and Young—19, 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates Bayard, Choate, 
Conrad, Crafts, Evans, Graham, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, 
Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Preston, Rives, Simmons, 
Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, White, and Wood- 
bridge—21, . 

Mr. BENTON said it was manifest that tke bill 
Could not be got through this evening, therefore he 
moved that the Senate adjourn; and the question 
was put, and the motion was negatived without a 
division. 

Mr. BENTON then moved to amend the proviso 
so that the quantity of population in one district 
should not exceed that of another more 20,000 
persons. 

Mr. BARROW wished to put an end to this 
mode of proceeding; and he would therefore ask, 
if this amendment was adopted, whether the ques- 
tion would come up on the amendment as amend- 
ed, without any further amendment? 

The CHAIR said it would, 

, Mr. BARROW said he would, in that case, vote 
in the affirmative on the amendment to the amend- 
ment. . ice 


The question was then taken: by yeas and nays; 
and resulted in the affirmative, by yeas 23, nays 18, 
as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs, Allen, Bagby, Barrow, Benton, Berricn, 
Buchanan, Conrad, Cuthbert, Evans, Fulton, Graham, King, 
Linn, McRoberts, Mangum, Preston; Smithof Connecticut, Tap. 
pan, Walker, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, and Young—23, 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Bates, Bayard, Choate, Crafts, Kerr, 
Merrick, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Rives, Simmons, Smith 
of Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, White, Woodbridge, and 
Wright—18. 


The question then recurred on the amendment 
as amended; which was read, as follows: 

“Provided, fin forming the congressional districts of contig- 
uous territory,} That such districts shall be, as nearly as prac- 
ticable, equal in the number of their inhabitants: no one district 
exceeding another in representative population more than 
twenty thousand persons,” 

The question was taken on the above by yeas 
and nays; and it was rejected by yeas 19, nays 24, 
as follows: _ 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby. Benion, Berrien, Buchanan, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, Smith of Connecti. 
cut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Waiker, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, 
‘Wright, and Young—-19, 
n NAYS.—Mesars, Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choate, 
os j Crafts, Evans, Graham, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Mil- 
rely Phelps, Porter, Preston, Rives, Simmons, 


| 


Smith of Indiana, Sprague, ‘Tallmadge, White, and~Wood- 
ibridge—24, Ome ane ; 

‘Mr. YOUNG submitted an amendment,. the 
purport of which was, that all the States should be 
exempted from the provisions of ihe second section, 

| where it would be necessary to incur the. expéns: 


-of an extra session to carry it out. 

‘The CHAIR [Mr. Maxcum] ruled the proposed 
‘amendment ont of order. < ` i p 

“Mr. WALKER submitted an amendment, on 
which he called the yeas and nays; which was 

read, as follows: ne ns 

Provided, That so mugh of this act as directs the State 
Legislatures to divide the respective Statesinto districts, shall 
be ‘regarded as directory only; Congress not assuming the 
power to jastruct the State Legislatures, : 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and, the ques-- 
tion having been put, the proposed amendment 
was rejected by the following vote—yeas 19, nays 
25: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Berrien, Buchanan, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, Smith of Connecti- 
cut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, 
Wright, and Youne—19. : 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choate, 
Conrad, Crafts, Evans, Graham, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, 

> Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Preston, Rives, 
Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, White, and 
Woodbridge—25. 

Mr. ALLEN moved to strike out the second 
section of the bill. D 

The CHAIR ruled that the proposition was out 
of order; the question having been taken on yes- 
terday on the same proposition. 

Mr. ALLEN was understood to say the ques- 
tion had not been taken on it since the reconsider- 
ation, voted by ihe caucus,.was carried in the Sen- 

ate. . He, however, modified the moiion, by mov- 
ing to strike out all of the second section after the 
word “and; the effect of which motion would be, 
if carried, to leave the States to exercise their own 
discretion, as they had heretofore done, as to the 
manner of election. 

The question was taken by yeas and nays, and 
resulted in the negalive—yeas 19, nays 24, as fol- 
lows: r 

YEAS.—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Berrien, Buchanan, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, Smith of Connecti. 
cut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, 
Wright, and Young—19, 

NAYS.—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choate, 
Conrad, Crafts, Evans, Graham, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, 
Merrick, Miller, Morchead, Phelps, Porter; Preston, Simmons, 
Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, White, and Wood- 
bridge—24. : . , 

The bill was then ordered toa third reading; 
and having been read the third time, and the ques- 
tion now being, Shall the bill pass? 

Mr. WALKER demanded the yeas and nays on 
that‘ question; which. were ordered. The question 
was put, and the bill was passed in the affirmative 
by a vote of yeas 25, nays 19, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choate, 
Conrad, Crafts, Evans, Graham, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, 
Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Preston, Simmons, 
Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, White, and 
Woodbridge—25, R 

NaYS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Berrien, Buchanan, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberis, Rives, Smith of Con- 
necticut, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, 
Wright, and Young—19. 

On motion, it having been so determined, the 
Senate adjourned till Monday next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Feipay, June 10, 1842. 
CHESAPEAKE AND OHIO CANAL. 

Mr. JOHN T. MASON, on leave, reported a 
bill providing for the sale and transfer of the steck 
held by the United States in the Chesapeake and 
Ohio Canal to the State of Maryland. Mr. M. 
moved a reference of the bill to the Committee of 
the Whole House, and that it be printed, and made 
the order of the day for to-morrow; which motion 
prevailing, the bill was aceordingly referred, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. EASTMAN presented the petition of Al- 
fred W. Haven, and eighty others, citizens of New 
Hampshire, praying that articles “of hosiery— 
such as socks, stockings, shirts, and drawers—be 
included in the revenue Dill, under the head of 


of 50 pêr centum: referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN presented the peti- 
tion of Charles C.. Watson & Son, and five hun- 


dred and twenty-two others, “practical tailors of 
the city and county of Philadelphia,” praying Con- 
gress to impose a “specific duty of at least 50 per 
cent.” on all “ready-made clothing” imported into 
the United States, 

Mr. THOS. W. WILLIAMS presented addi: 
tional testimony in the ease of Daniel Penhallow, 


“who-petitioned for a pension; which was appro- 
. priately. referred. 


The SPEAKER announced that the regular or- 
der of business was reports from the standing com- 
mittees. a 

Mr. FILLMORE, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported a ‘bill. for the relief of the 
claimants for indemnities received from the British 
Government for losses of slaves on board the brigs 
Comet and Encomium at Nassau, Bahamas: read 
twice, referred to. the Committee of the Whole 
House, and, with the accompanying report, ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. COWEN, from. the Committee of Claims, 
made reports on the petitions of John Drysdale and 
James M. Morgan, accompanied by bills for their 
relief; which were severally read twice, referred to 
the Committee of the Whole House, and, with the 
reports, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BIRDSEYE; from the same committee, 
made a report on the petition of Garret Viiet, ac- 
companied by a bill for his relief} which was read 
twice, referred to the Committee of the Whole, 
and ordered to-be printed. 

Mr. CASEY, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported the bill from the Senate, author- 
izing the inhabitants of Lake county, Illinois, to 
enter a quarter section of land, with amendments; 
and the bill was read the tbird time and passed. 

Mr. TRUMAN SMITH, from the same com- 
mittee, made an adverse reporton the petition of 
the citizens of Terre Bonne, State of Louisiana, 
praying permission to enter their back lands; 
and the report was ordered to be printed, and to lie 
on the table. . 

Mr. CHAPMAN, from the same committee, 
made a report on the case of Elisha Moreland, 
William M. Kennedy, and others, accompanied by 
a bill for their relief; which was twice read, refer- 
red. to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BRIGGS, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported unfavorably on 
bill No. 44 from the Senate, for the relief of Fran- 
cis Harrison. . 

Mr. B. also, from the same committee, to which 
had been referred the petitions of Samuel Slayma- 


ker and 8. D. Rose, made reports thereon jaccompa- 
nied by bills for their relief; which were read 
twice, referred to the Committee of the Whole 
and, with the reports, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. JOHN G. FLOYD, from the same com- - 
mittee, mace a report on the petition of Barent 
Stryker, accompanied by a bill for. his relief; which 
was. read twice, referred to the Committee of 
the Whole, and, with the report, ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. KENNEDY of Indiana, from the same 
committee, made an adverse report on the petition 
of Murphy & McKebber; which was laid on the 
table and ordered to be printed, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee on 
the Judieiary, to which had been referred the peti- 
Hon of the gentlemen of the bar of Washington, 
praying that-cosats may be allowed against ihe Qov- 
ernment in certain cases, made an adverse report 
thereon; which was laid on the table, . 

Mr. MILTON BROWN, from the same com- 
mittee, made adverse reports on the petitions of 
Ebenezer Eastman, Simon D. Kettle, -and Joseph 
Ramsey; which were laid on the table and ordered 
to be printed. f 

Mc.STANLY, from the Committee on Public Ex- 


, 


“ready-made clothing,” and be subjected toa duty- 


penditures, reported a resolution directing the Com- 


| miitee on Revolutionary Claims to inquire into the 


amount and character of the expenditures that 
have been made by this Government in satisfaction 
of the claims for outstanding Virginia land war- 
rants; and whether any further legislation is neces- 
sary to secure the Government against loss-b 
making payment for improper claims. oa 
Mr. GOGGIN moved to amend the resoluiion, by: 
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striking -oat~ the: Committee on “Revolutionary 


Claims, and ‘inserting either-a select committee or 
the Committee on “Public Lands. 2.2" pe a 
He di 

ment. because of any want of a proper respect for, 
and confidence in; the Committee un Revolution» 
ary Claims. “The chairman of that committee, 
the gentleman from Vermont, {Mr. HarL] it was 
well known, however, entertained ‘the strongest ob- 
jections tò these claims for land bounties. He 
{Mr. G.) had no doubt the gentleman was honest 
in the views he had so often expressed on this sub- 
ject. His knowledge of that geéentleman’s general 
beating in and out.of the House forbade him to 
think otherwise of him. He,{Mr. Hatu,] how- 
ever, during the last Congress, had made a 
most elaborate report against these claims: 
that report was now accessible to all. The coun- 
try, then, and the House, had had the benefit of 
that gentleman’s views, and those of the commit- 
tee. of which he was chairman. He asked them 
if it was fair—if it was just to those descendants of 
the soldiers of the Revolution, or those of the sol- 
diers:themselves who survived, that a subject, in- 
volving, perhaps, all they had ever to hope for, 
should be thus committed to those who had already 
expressed an opinioa adverse to their claims? It 
would work, (said he,) perhaps, the grossest injustice 
to those who, of all others, had a right to expect 
from this House that their claims would not be 
overlooked or prejudged. They expecied justice, 
and they asked nothing more. The true mode of 
attaining this, Ae thought, was to commit this sub. 
ject tothe decision and investigation of those who 
had not made up and expressed an opinion, In 
the trial of all questions, this was a principle that 
had been mos: strictly preserved. He could see 
no propriety, therefore, in departing from it in this 
particular insiance. 


Mr. G. said he had, at an early period of 
the session, asked to bring this subject up for the 
action of the House. He had introduced a bill 10 
allow a further quantity of lands, to satisfy the 
claims of the officers and soldiers of the revolu- 
tionary: war from Virginia, to land bounty. He 
had asked its reference, but the gentleman from 
Vermont {[Mr. Hatt] had then objected, stating he 
intended to- debate it; and, according to the course 
of business and the rules of the House, ithad never 
again. come up for. consideration. - He feared it 
would not; “he had therefore sought, on yesterday, 
to amend the bill: introduced by the gentleman 
from Kentucky over tye way, [Mr. Unnerwoop,] 
to extend the time of issuing land warrants to the 
soldiers of the late war. His amendment, how- 
ever, had been declared not properly in order, with 
the then pending bill. - 

As the resolution now offered by the chairman 
of the Committee on Public Expenditures (Mr. 
SranLy] presented an opportunity of bringing up 
the subject again, he wished it fairly presented to 
a proper committee. If a select committee should 
be appointed, he did not himself desire to be on 
the committee; and he had not suggested it with a 
view of being, according to the usage of the House, 
placed upon it. . He thought that when, heretofore, 
the question had come up, it had been referred to 
the Committee on the Pablic Lands. In one in- 
stance, he recollected that a favorable report had 
been made by the late chairman, [Mr. Wir Liams of 
North Carolina;] and, as suggested, he said, by a 
gentleman near him, [Mr. Reyvotps,] who was a 
member of the Commitice on the Public Lands 
during the late Congress, a bill in favor of making 
an additional allowance was reported from that 
committee, by his colleague, [Mr. GarLanD] ~ 

Mr. G. said he had not taken an interest in this 
subject from his own view of its importance only, 
but that it catne recommended to all his colleagues, 
as well as himself, ia both wings of the Capitol. 
The Legislature of Virginia had twice, since he had 
been here—unanimously, he believed—passed reso- 
lutions in favor of a further appropriation; and 
had: instructed her Senators, by all fair means, to 
procure a: further. appropriation. He could not, 
therefore, consent to its going to a committee ad- 
vèrse tó the very objects intended to be accom- 
plished. He would vote for the Committee on the 


id not; he said, move the proposed amend- 


-Public Lands, though he preferred a select commit- 


tee. : ; Le 


-After some further remarks from Messrs. SUM- ` 


MERS, ARNOLD, McKENNAN, WISE, and 
GILMER, an amendment was submitted by Mr. 


GOODE of Virginia, which Mr. STANLY accept- 


ed. The resolution was then adopted. 

Mr. J. COOPER presented a report in reply to 
the resolution of the House instructing the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs td inquire into the expedi- 
ency of repealing the act of 1819 for the civilization 
of the Indians, and of discontinuing such annual 
appropriations under various treaties with several 
of the Indian tribes as are dependent on the dis- 
cretion of Congress or the Executive. ‘The report 
was ordered to be printed. 


Mr. MOORE, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported the following bills: 

A bill for the relief of Mary McGee and Susan 
Pierce, heirs at law of George Neilson; 

A bill to revive an act to extend an act for the 
relief of John Davlin. 

These bills were severally read twice, and refer- 
red to the Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. HOWARD, from the Committee-on Public 
Lands, reported the following bills: 

A bill granting a quantity of land for the im- 
provement of Grant river, at the town of Potosi, in 
Wisconsin. 

A bill granting to the Territory of Wisconsin a 
certain tract of land, for the benefit of the town of 
Fair Play, in the said Territory. 

A bill to aidin the construction ofa barbor at 
the town of Milwaukee, in the Territory of Wis- 
consin. 

These bills were read twice, and referred to the 
Committee cf the Whole. 

Mr. PENDLETON offered the following as an 
addition to the rules of the House. Add after the 
123d rule, the following: > 


“Jt shall be in order for any member, in Committee of the 
Whole, to move thatthe vote on the pending question under 
consideration he then taken; and the vote on such motion shall 
be taken without debate; and, if carried, the vote shall beim- 
mediately taken, without further debate, on the pending ques: 
tion before the committee,” 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON objected. 
Mr. EVERETT then offered the following, 
which, he said, he should call up to-morrow: 


Ordered, That questions on amendments offered to the tariff, 
in Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, be taken 
by yeas and nays, when demanded by one-fifth of the members 
present, 


Mr. FILLMORE then said it appeared to him 
there was an indispensable necessity to act upon 
the bill which he reported yesterday, entitled “A 
bill to. extend, for a limited period, the present laws 
for laying and collecting duties on imporis.” 
There were but about twenty days remaining for 
the operation of the existing laws, and about fif- 
teen days would be required to advise the collect- 
ors at the farthest ports of the change. that might 
be expected. 

Mr. PICKENS inquired if that was in order. 

Tne SPEAKER replicd, that if the House went 
into Committee of the Whole, they could take up 
any bill the commiltee thought proper. 

Mr. RANDALL begged permission to offer the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House have prepared, as 
early as possible, for the use of its members, a tabular state- 
ment showing, in one view, the several rates of duties charged 
on various articles of imports by the diflerent bills now before 
the House. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he had called upon the 
Secretary of the ‘Preasury fer such a statement, 
and he knew not how soon it might be furnished. 
The Committee of Ways and Means had also pre- 
pated a statement; but he had no objection to the 
adoption cf the resolution. 

Mr. M. A. COOPER moved to amend the reso- 
lution by adding thereto the words, ‘showing also 
the present rate of duty under existing laws.” 

Mr. ANDREWS moved to lay the resolution 
on the table. 

The motion was lost. 

Mr. YORKE moved the previous question, 
which was sustained by the House. 

The House then negatived Mr. Cooper’s amend- 
ment, and the resolution was adopted in its origin- 
al shape. . ; 
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Mr. FILLMOR® again moved that 
resolve itself into a Committee of the ` 
the purpose of taking up the bill to extand; a 
limited period, the present laws for laying aná còt 
lecting duties.on imports. "ES Ene 

‘Mr. COWEN called the attention of thë Ht 
to the state of the private: calendar; and He hoped, 
in the vote to be taken, that order of business 
would infiuence the votes of gentlemen, °° 0" 

Tellers were called for, and Messrs. ATHERTON 
and Boarpman were appointed; and they reported 
92 in the affirmative, and 72 in the negative. — 

Mr. McKENNAN accordingly took the chair; 
and as 

Mr. FILLMORE moved the postponement of 
the tariff bill, that the committee might consider 
the bill he had before mentioned. = =< 0 00t. 

After a few words from Mr. PICKENS and 
Mr. WISE, the motion was agreed to; and the. 
Clerk read the bill, as follows: Eaa 


A BILL to extend fora limited period the present laws for 


laying and collecting duties on imports, $i 

Be it enacted, gc., Thatall laws, existing ‘and in sforce-on. 
the first of June, eighteen hundred and ‘forty-two, regulating 
and fixing the amount and rate of duties to be levied and col- 
lected on goods, wares, and merchandise imported ‘into the 
United States, and prescribing the modo of..collecting the same, 
and all provisions relating thereto, shall continue. and: bein 
force as they existed on that day, until the first day of August, 
eighteen hundred and forty-two, and no longer; anything in the 
act entitled ‘An act to medify an act of the fourteenth day of 
July, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-two, and all other 
acts imposing duties on imports,” approved March’ second, 
eighteen hundred apd thirty-three, to the contrary in anywise 
notwithstanding: Provided, That nothing herein contained 
shall suspend the distribution of the proceeds of the public 
lands, anything herein contained, and anything contained in. 
the proviso to the sixth section of the act approved. fourth 
September, eighteen hundred and forty-one, entitled “An actto 
appropriate the proceeds of the sales of the public Jands, 
and to grant pre-emption rights,” to the contrary notwith- 
standiag, : 

The committee negatived a motion to strike out 
the words “first day of August,” as. the limit-of 
the extension of the present laws, the proposition 
being to leave the period indefinite. Coen SEE 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the committee rise, - 
and report the bill to the House. com 

Mr. WISE was very willifig to do so, because it 
was the best mode of defeating an increase of’ the 
duties for the present session. : 

Mr. ROOSEVELT moved to strike out the pro- 
viso, He said that proviso was not found inthe 
bill which was reported to the House a day*or two 
since, and its insertion appeared to have been an 
after-thought. This bill, as it originally appeared 
before the House, was simply to’ extend all: the 
revenue laws to the Ist of August next from’ the 
30th of June next. The present bill not only pro+ 
posed the same object, bat also provided that 
nothing therein contained should interfere with the 
operation of the distribution act. Without sucha 
proviso, the effeet of this bill would have been to 
annihilate the distribution Jaw, which directs the 
distribution of the proceeds of the public lands 
amongst the States. He then proceeded to notice 
the operation of this law if it should be passed by 
Congress. He was understood to say that the re- 
ecipts from the public lands, which bad come into 
the treasury, had been used for the general par- 
poses of the Government; and the Secretary of tae 
Treasury would again be driven asa borrower into 
the market, for money to divide amongst ihe States; 
and he wished to be-informed if it was the inten- 
tion of gentlemen to put the treasury in that posis 
tien. f ` fei ee 

Mr. FILLMORE explained. ` ee 

Mr. PICKENS said when he saw the gentleman 
from New York move to recommit the bill to ex- 
tend the operation of the existing tariff laws, aday 
or two since, he was salisfied there was something. 
more behind the curtain. > : . 

r. FILLMORE said he should have given his 
reasons if he had been permitted. : It:was the very 
reason which the subsequent bill would suggest. It 
was, that the former bill would have prevented the 
distribution in July. "eT 

Mr. PIGHENS ‘aid that was precisely what he 
was'goingo remark. He considered it excged- 
ingly remarkable that this bill should kave been 
postponed to this late period, and that it should not 
sooner, considering iis consequences, have been 
brought before the House and the country. The 


‘House had gone into committee, and they were in- 
duced to: believe they were about to enter upon the 


discussion of the tariff bill fully... But.the gentle. | 


man from New York came in ahd moyed to lay 
that bill aside, and to take. up this bill—a: proceed- 
ing uiterly unprecedented in the history-of legisla- 
tion since he had hada. seat in this House... The 
honorable geniletian-went into some. statements of 
these laws, and of the. bill now proposed; apd: be 
said.. he should like to know: if, as the gentleman 
from New York ‘intimated, there was none of the 
money to -be distributed in the. public treasury; 
and, if there were none there, if they’ would compel 
the Government to. borrow the money for distribu- 
tion among the States... ; eon 
. Mr. GWIN offered an amendment, which he 
hoped would be accepted by the chairman of Ways 
and Means, and put an end to the debate entirely. 
It provided for a suspension of the law, distribut- 
ing the proceeds of the sales of the public lands, 
until the Ist of August. ; i 
Mr. CUSHING desired to understand the op- 
eration of this bill, upon other and collateral-ques- 
tions. The third section of the act of 1833 pro- 
vided for a reduction of duties to twenty per cent. 
after the 30ih of Jone, 1842. What would be 
our condition, after that time, without any inter- 
mediate acuon on the part.of Congress? At the 
close of the third section of the act of 1833, it was 
provided that all duties should be paid in ready 
money. That was definite. But it was- further 
provided that all ‘duty on imports’ should “be col- 
lected according tò. their ‘assessed value, at ‘the 
ports where they were entered, according to such 
regulations as should be ‘provided by law... The 
duties were to. be assessed according to the home 
valuation. How was this to be ascertained? There, 
was no existing law, and no treasury machinery by 
which the collectors could be guided. The law of 
1833 contemplated some action on the subject 
prior to the Ist of July, 1842. No act has yet 
‘been passed; neither the custom-house officers, nor 
the Secretary of the Treasury, nor the importing 
merchants had.any guide, according to which they 
could act. These facts showed that the House 
should. seriously determine whether any duties 
were to be collected or not. It was certain that 
some legislation would be necessary; and, acting 
upon this view, the Committee on Manufac- 
tares, and the Committee of Ways and Means, 
had both reported bills for the establishment 
of a permanent tariff. Should either of those 
bills be passed before the 30th of June, the 
necessity of farther action would be super- 
seded, But the bill now before the committee 
contemplated the contingency of no action by Con- 
gress before the 30.h of June. It was a virtual 
acknowledgment that it would be impossible to 
pass a revenue bill before that time; and that the 
effect of the present bill was to extend the present 
laws until the Ist of August. There was, then, an 
imperative moral urgency to enact some tariff law. 
Without it, the treasury must be without money. 
Tu the ‘second place, our market would be flooded 
with foreign merchandise. There might be $25,000,- 
000 of them in New York now. 
these goods might export them to some near port 
in a British colony, and receive the duties. which 
they had paid in the way of drawback. Then, in 
one week after the Ist of July, they might bring 
the goods back and enter them free. This might, 
or might not, happen; he stated the case as one of 
the possible consequences of a. want of legislation, 
Following in this train, there was a third conse- 
quence of the failure to act upon the tariff; and 
that would be the entire prostration of the protec- 
live interest. Not only would the interest depend- 
ant on a protective tariff be injured, but it would 
be entirely prostrated and overwhelmed by the 
torrent ef foreign productions which would come 
into our ports. : 
With these three effects of inaction—a bankrupt 
veasury, cur country fluoded with foreign produe- 
tions, and her protective interests prostrated— 
Staring the. Representatives of the people in the 
_ Tace, there was.a strong constitutional and moral 
Obligation upon them to do something for the bene- 
: he country.  The-effect of the present bill 


. 


| month to debate that great question of the enact- 


The owners of 


away the urgent necessity for action 


before the 30th of ‘June. it merely gave another 


ment of a permanent tarif. =o oo 
But. this bill. related to.other’ questions. beside 
that Of the tariff. He referred. to its. operation 
upon the distribution Jaw.. The. first section of 
that law provided that, from and afier December 
31st, 1841, certain things should’ happen; among 
those: things, was the-distribution of such sums as 
should’ be received into the treasury from the pub- 
lic. lands, between December and June, to. tke 
States. . Therefore, if nothing occurred before that 
tims, the distribution. would take effect.. Was 


_there any thing ‘in this bill to prevent the accom- 


p'ishment of that object? - The sixth section of the 
distribution law provided that, if the tariff should 
beso altered as to be inconsistent with the com- 
promise act of 1833, no distribution should be 
made. On these premises, how did the first part of 
the bill now before the committee apply? It was ob- 
vious that it changed the existing facts—the statue 
in gue; and ils effect, in that part, was to repeal 
the distribution law. 

But the bill contained a proviso, that “noibing 
herein conisined shall suspend the operation of the 
law directing a distribution of the proceeds of the 
sales ef the public Jands ” &e. The effect of this 
was to keep the distribution law in force. Every 
one was aware that this law had other relations 
besides those of a financial character. It was based 
upon political considerations. After some further 
remarks upon this point, he proceeded to reply to 
the argument advanced, that the act of 1833 gave 
an implied stipulation that no duties should exceed 
20 per cent. after ‘the 30th of June. 

The gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Pier- 
ENs] had said he was in favor of the bill without 
the proviso. He did not doubt the gentleman’s 
friendship for it in that state, for it left the tariff as 
it was before; and in proportion as it was agreeable 
to that gentleman on this account, it was disagree- 
able to himself. In regard to the compromise act, 
(about which gentlemen were in the habit of con- 
versing asa contract,) he could not see how that 
was more binding upon Congress than-the compro- 
mise in the distribution law, which the gentleman 
himself wished to overthrow. 

Mr. Pickens here made an explanation; which 
was not heard.] : 

Mr. C. continued his remarks for some time, and 
concluded by stating that he seriously doubted the 
propriety ot re-enacting the distribution law, and 
leaving the tariff to shift for itself. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD could not agree that the 
distribution law was passed by means of a bargain 
between different interests represented on the door 
of the Senate. He himself had voted against the 
proviso to that law, foreseeing the consequences 
which were nowathand. Such a principle as that 
by which the law was suspended whenever the da- 
lies on imports exceeded twenty per cent., should 
never have been incorporated into it. Since one 
Legislature had no right to bind its Successors, the 
proviso itself might become inoperative. He had 
no idea that any ‘bargain was entered into, to pro- 
cure the passage of the bill, by inserting the provi- 
So; certainly, he was no party to it, if there was. 

He predicted: that. there would be some curious 
developments in the course of the debate and votes 
upon this bill and the amendments. In the first 
place, there were many gentlemen, and (he would 
be candid) bimself among them, who would vote 
upon the bill so as to get the land fund for the 
States. He should himself vote to obtain. that 
money, at all events—20 per cent. or no 20 per 
cent. If he could not get the land money without 
bringing down the tariff, he would do that. He 
would bring. it down to 20 per cent., and also. he 
would bring the $65,000,000 worth of articles now 
duty-free, and subject them to the operation of the 
tariff, It was well-known that there were three 
classes of articles imported through our custom- 
houses—those paying daties ad valorem, those pay- 
ing: specific duties, and a large class which were 
entered free. This last class-he would embrace in 
a tariff, and thus enlarge the number of dutiable 
ariicles. j 

‘There was another view of the question—a view, 
too, which could be carried, He hoped it would 


be; for they were strong enough to carry it, if they 
would only co-operate and show their strength 
now. [Laughter.] There were many men in 
the House willing to vote for a tatiff greater than 
20 per. cent., and thus proiect the manufacturers. 
Many. were thus situated, and were willing to help 
the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Cusnine] 
with his tariff, on the condition that they should 
get the land money for themselves. [Laughter] 
Some gentlemen said they must have protection, 
and others said they, would vote for such a tanif 
as would give it incidentally. He was willing, on 
his part. He was not ultra, but would go beyond 
20 per cent. in various instances. But gentlemen 
must show him that the Jang money would be dis- 
tributed. He did noi wish to make a:bargain, but 
was metely telling gentlemen these things for in- 
formation. [Laughter] He repeated, he did not 
wish to make a bargain; but he would watch gen- 
temen when they voted on these various ques- 
iions. This was the second view of the question. 
The third was thi:: if the Hoase should refuse to 
pass this bill, with the proviso by which the distri- 
bation law would be secured, it would prove that 
the free-trade, anti-proieetive interest had the as- 
eendency, and intended to adhere to their policy. 
He shouid regard the votes given on the question. 
As they voted on ii, so would they show their 
hands. . ae 

He then went on to say that it would be useless 
for him to debate the question upon iis general 
principles, with a view to changing the vote of any 
member. He believed that, were he to ‘speak 
every day in the week till sundown, he could not 
alter a vote. He might convince members about 
the propriety of duties on particular articles; he 
might modify their views as to some of the detaili; 
but he could not make an anti-tariff mana tariff 
man. The House wouid be engaged ina long de- 
bate; but the speeches would be intended mostly 
for home consumption. : 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON inquired whether 
the gentleman would consider those who voted in 
favor of a repeal of the distribution law, as opposed: 
toa protective tariff; and those who voted against 
the repeal, as friends to a protective tariff? 

Mr. UNDER WOOD replied -that he would. 

Mr. WISE, after a few remarks, observed, that 
if he understood the gentleman from ‘Kentucky 
correctly, his first object was to increase the duties 
above 20 per cent., and to provide what he con: 
sidered proper protection, and also to repeal the 20 
per cent. clause in the Jand distribution bill—that 
is, lo hold on to distribution and protection both. 
The gentleman’s second Proposition was equally 
important. He understood him to proclaim to the 
protection interest, inside of this House and out of 
it, that if they would not give him the repeal of the 
20 per cent, clause—if they would not give him 
distribution, he would- not give them duties above 
20 per cent. [Mr. Unperwoop. That is right] 
But he would go for cutting down every branch of 
the public expenditures—every branch of the pub. 
lic service. (Mr. Unperwocn said the gentleman 
was here wrong, and explained what he did say.] 
Then the gentleman will reduce the expenditures of 
the Government, and tax tea and coffee, in order 
to hold on to distribution. "That was precisely 
what he held out to his constituents and others to 
be the policy to be pursued, not by the gentleman 
from Kentucky alone, but by the majority of ihe 
House; and the gentleman now avowed it, New 
(said Mr. W.) we understand the votes that have 
been given at this session, Sink the navy, sink 
the army, sink protection, and every Government 
establishment—every. industrial interest is to be 
sacrificed for one man’s hobby—distribution. The 
people are to be taxed tọ distribute; the Govern- 
ment is to bolrow to distribute; the navy, the right 
arm of our defence, and the army, the left arm, 
are to be sacrificed; and those who have heretofore 
professed to be par excellence the friends of protec- 
ton, are now to be its. worst enemies. New Eng- 
land, Pennsylvania, and every manufacturing State 
are to be told that they are to have no protection, 
unless they will give. away the proceeds..of the 
public lands, They have announced to:them- that 
the main difficulty in their way, now that protec. 
tion—-which is incidental to a revenge tariff, and @ 


Government—ihat the onlf bugbear in the way is 
thé land-digiribution-bill. This was avowed—hon- 
esily avowed—by_ the. gentleman from Kentucky; 
and he would-hold him ‘to, it: 


Mr. W. said he would go for a liberal tariff for 


revenue. He would- vote. to-day to` raise the du- 
ties’ above | twenty per cent,; because the Govern- 
ment was in debt, and wanted money to earry on 
iis operations; and he would do that under the ex- 
: isting law-—the land bill—which bore on its face 
thé declaration—the pledge—that when the duties 
should exceed twenty. per centum, distribution 
should cease. He agreed with the honorable genile- 
man that there was no principle of legislation by 
which one Congress could bind.its successors, except 
good faith, Those who devised the land dis ribu- 
tion law enacted—~did not pledge merely, buten- 
acted—that when it. should be found necessary to 


raise the dutic$ above twenty per cent., the distribu- 


tion’ should be suspended. Was there nothing, in 
good: faith, binding the very same men who made 
that law, to fulfil it? Sir, the time bas come when 
Government needs more revenue than can be col- 
lected whder existing laws; when it needs so much 
revenue, that a revenue tarif will give that reason- 
able protection to our domesiic manufactures, to 
which no Southern man will object; and while the 
gantleman threatened the tariff-men witha loss of 
protection if they did not repeal the clause of the 
distribution: act, I, to- get a repeal of tha: act, will 
go. for raising the duties: above twenty per ‘cent, 
He might’ see some.partial good in protection; but 
he Gould see no good—nothing but bribery, cor- 
ruption, and ruin—in the distribution act. He want- 
ed neither a high tariff nor distribution; but, though 
he. was an anti-tariff man, he would agree to give 
someprotection, rather tban retain the distribution 
act. He would rather see some portion of the 
country benefited, than: the whole country injured. 
He was not, however, called on to vole for protec- 
tion, but for revenue; and, in voting revenue enough 
for the purposes. of the Government, he would give 
as..much yprotection as the manufacturers ought to 
expect... 
ng EVERETT observed that he voted for the 
distribution act on the ground that the Jands were 
the origival property of thé States, and beeause he 
wished to take them out of the political market. 
‘the fe hhad-been no other way of doing this, he 
shave. illi 
-States who gave them. With regard to the twenty 
per cent, clause, every consideration with him was 
m favor of its repeai. He would rather that this 


ibill should not pass, and trust to the consequences, | 


than’ stop the distribution. He voted for that clause 
because: there Was a necessity to adopt it, in order 
- to. pass the bill; but he gave that vote with a de- 
termination that, at the first opportunity that offer- 
ed, he would: get rid of it. He did not consider 
that honor or good faith required of him to adhere 
to.a measure that had been forced cn him as. that 
was, 

After a few more remarks from Mr. E., in reply 
te Messrs. Wise and Cosmne, 


“Mr. FOSTER understood the gentleman from 
Vermont to say that he voted for this proviso in 
the distribution act, in order to ob!ain the advan- 
tage of passing the law, and, afterwards, of repeal- 
ing the proviso. He heard this admission with 
deep regret; for there was no gentleman for whom 
he-enteriained a higher respect than he did for bim, 
He wgs aware that there was no law but what 
Gould be repealed, and that one Congress could 
not-bind its successors; but, in passing thal act, there 
was @ faith pledged, that ought not to be violated. 
He: believed there was not a man in the House, or 
inthe Senate, that would get up and say that the 
distribation law could have passed without that 

sé. Jt was a contract, as well understood at 
è, asany that had ever been made between 
individuals; and those who voted for it seemed to 
him fo be under the same obligations to adhere to 
their contracts; No man belizved that the bil 
could shave béen passéd without that proviso. What 
:It-was:this, [reading from the law:] “If, at 

5 ing the existence of this act, therë 
w imposition of duties on imports incon- 

sistent with the provisions of the act of 2d March, 


large rey nue, toomis required, for ihe wants of. The. 1833, and beyond thet ‘rate of daty fixed by that act, 


viz: 20 per- cent. ad valorem, the. distribation pro- 
vided for by this act skali. be suspended, and shall 
continue suspended until the cause of suspension 
shall be removed.” Mr. Fi continued his remarks 
atsome lengik; concluding with the position, that 
the act was passed in good ‘faith, and should be ad- 
hered- to. 

Mr. JR. INGERSOLL replied at some length, 
contending that, if good policy required the repeal 


of the clause, there was nothing that rendered it 


obligatory on Congress to retain it. He argued 
that there was no contract expressed or implied; 
and that, unless there was a contraci, (one essential 
ingredieat of which was a valuable consideratiqn,) 


no Legislature was bound to abide by the acts of its 


predecessor. 

Mr. PROFFIT remarked, (Mr. I. yielding the 
Alcor for the purpose of explanation,) that there was 
a consideration—and that wax, the passage of the 
bankrupt bill, nearly at the same time. ‘Phe gen- 


tleman from Pennsylvania was not here at that: 


time, and did not know the circumstances under 
which these two acts were passed; but, ifthe could 
get the floor, he would explain them all, and show 
that it was said in the Senate that there was a con- 
tract by which the passage of the one bill depended 
on the other. 

After some further remarks from Mr. J. R. IN- 
GERSOLL— 

Mr. GOGGIN went at length through a history 
of Mr. President Tyler’s legislative course in the 
House of Delegates in Virginia, to fasten upon 
him inconsistency on the subject of the distribution 
law. « 

The honorable gentleman being called to order 
for irrelevancy, replied that he spoke in reference 
to the declaration of the gentleman from Virginia, 
[Me. Wisu,] that the President would veto this 
bill. 

Mr. WISE denicd that he had thrown out any 
such intimation. 

Mr. GOGGIN resumed, and concluded his 
Speech. 

Mr. PROFFIT (amid many criesof “Rise, rise,”) 
said he wished to address a few remarks to the 
committee, in reply to what had fallen from the 
gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Gocain ] He was 
sorry to see political considerations introduced into 
the debate; but, inasmuch as that gentleman had 
spoken of the opinions of the President as to the 
distribution of the land fund, he would say a few 
words, leaving the full answer to the gentleman 
from Virginia, [Mr. Wise,] who declared he could 
answer all that had been asserted in relation to the 
ine»nsistency of John Tyler. The resolutions 
spoken of as having been approved by the Presi- 
dent, contemplated a surplus before the land fund 
was distributed. 

Mr. ARNOLD inquired what he meant by a sur- 

las. 

p Mr. PROFFIT meanta surplus i in the treasury, 
such as formerly existed, when various proposi- 
tions were made for disposing of it. He com- 
mented upon the propriety of these gentlemen of 
the Whig party talking of the inconsistency of the 
President, when they had been so inconsistent 
themselves, in a jew menths* time-—taking one 
course of action at the extra session, and another 
at this scssion—at that time advocating a provision 
to prevent the tarif from going beyond twenty per 
cent, and now d2claring that they never meant it 
to go into operation. . 

He complained of the workings of party, by 
which ihe subject of distribution had been intro- 
duced into this debate. The chairman of the 
Ways and Means had introduced a bill to extend 
the operation of the present revenue laws until the 
Ist of August. This was not enough for the party; 
acd a day or two after, a new biil was broughi ia, 
to prevent the suspension of the distribution law 
dering tha: veriod. fe appealed to his old friends 
of the Waig pariy,in a manner that excited much 
merriment. He begged them not to insist upon 
this proviso, when they would get but a million and 
a quarter at most, during the present year, from the 
distribut.on law. He referred to the letter of one 
of the Senators from Mississippi, stating that he 
voted for that law because of his desire to have 


the bankrapt bili passed; and. ‘ap 


: facts. : 


Ueman: from Mississippi for a siatemen ; 


Mr. JACOB THOMPSON replied, 
not a copy of the-letter, but recollected tha 
Senator declared he was induced to Vo : 
distribution. bill because he could thereby. procure.” 
the passage of the baukrupt bill. : i 

Mr. WISE wished to read a part of ‘the report A 


-made by Mr. Tyler to the Virginia Legislature, 


which his colleague [Mr. Gocern] had not read 
when addressing the House. 

Mr. ARNOLD objected; but. 

The CHAIR decided it might be read. 

Mr. PROFFIT then read, at thé request ‘of Mr. 
Wisg, a resolution offered by Mr. Tyler in the 
Virginia House of Delegates, in 1839, declaring 
that the compromise act should be held sacred and 
inviolate. : N 

After a few remars from Mr. GOSGIN— 

Mr. PROFFIT proceeded with his argument. 
He contesided that the act of the extra session was 
more binding than the compromise of 1833. - He 
would say to the tariff men, that their-dearest ine 
leresis were connected with politics and President- 
making; that the party here was determined to con- 
nect their interests with politics. He appealed to 
gentlemen to discard party considerations.in this 
matter, and not risk the loss of a tariff ‘altcgether 
for the sake of the paltry sum of a million and a 
quarter a year from the distribution law. 

When Mr. P, had concluded his remarks, 

Mr. GILMER obtained the floor, and was about 
to address the committee ; but gave way toa mo» 
tion by Mr. MORGAN that the committee ‘rise ; 
which was agreed to. 

Several minutes having elapsed, the SPBAXER . 
entered the hall and resumed the chair. `. 

Mr.. FILLMORE then said, inasmuch as it. was 
important to have speedy action on this bill, he de- 
sired to offer a resolution for taking the’ bill out of. 
committee within one half hour’s time. 

Objections having been made in various quar- 
ters, a motion to adjourn was made and entertain- 
ed by the Sprager. 

Mr. FILLMORE claimed the floor, and contend: 
ed that the motion could not be: received. 

The SPEAKER adhered to his decision. 

Mr. FILLMORE then called for the yeas: and 
nays on the motion to adjourn ; which were taken, 
and resulted, ayes 81, noes 94 

So the House refused to adjourn. ~ 4 

Mr. FILLMORE?s resolution was then read ‘as 
follows: 

Resolved, That, in halfan hour from opiaat of this reso. 
lution, all debate in Committee of the Whole House on bill No. 
480 shall cease; and the committee shall proceed to. vote on 
amendments then pending, or that may be offered, to said bil; 
and then. report the same to the House, with such amendments 
as may have been agreed to by the committee, 

Mr. ARNOLD was about to address the House, 
but was called to order from various parts of the 
hall. 

Mr. TURNEY moved that the House adjourn. 

The SPEAKER decided that the motion was , 
not in order. ; 

Mr. TURNEY appealed from the decision, and 
called for the ayes and noes on the appeal; which 
were ordered. 

The SPEAKER stated the reason for his. decis- 
ion. It was not in order to move an adjournment. 

now, because no business had occurred since the. 
last motion was rejected. 

Mr. J..G. FLOYD said that the ayes and noes 
had been taken; and that was considered business, 
according to the Constitution. 

Mr. GAMBLE moved to lay the appeal. on the 
table. 

Mr. HOUSTON called for the ayes and noes; 
which were ordered: whereupon, . 

Mr. GAMBLE withdrew his motion. 

As the question was about to be taken on the ap- 


eal, F ‘i 

Mr. MCKEON obtained the floor, and moved 
that it be laid upon the table. 

The moiion prévailed—yeas 102, nays 71, 

Mr. W. 0. GOODE moved that the House ad- 
joura. 
Mr. McKENNAN asked leave to make a sugs 
gestion; bul his voice was soon drowned by eries of 
* order,” 


Mr. MORGAN caliéd for the yeas and’nays. on ` 
the motión to.adjourn. Ordered. cae 
‘Mr. WISE appealed to the House to allow: the — 
gentleman from. Pennsylvania [Mr. McKennan] 
to make a statement. = se a5 
Mr. MCKENNAN then. made a. few. remarks, | 
the purport of which was to ‘request the gentleman 
from New York to withdraw. or waive the resolu- 
tion which he had submitted for taking the bill out> 
of committee in half an hour. Itwould be almost. 
impracticable todo that to-day: em : 
Mr. FILLMORE disclaimed ‘all intention of 
taking advantage of the rising of the committee, to 
offer his resolution, and acceded to the request of 
his friend from Pennsyivania [Mr. McKennan] 
to waive its:consideration to-day. , 
` Mr. McCKENNAN. said he would state, in jus- 
lice ‘to. the gentleman near him, (Mr. GILMER, ] 
who-was entitled to the floor in committee, that 
the resis!afce.to the motion to adjourn was not for 
the accommodation of that gentleman, who was pre- 
pared, when the motion that the committee should 
rise waS made, tó goon with his remarks. - 
All difficulty having been thus settled, the mo- 
tion for the yeas and nays on the adjournment was ’ 
withdrawn; and the House adjourned at half past 
4 o’clock. 


` HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
.. Sarurpay, June 11, 1842. 

Mr. CUSHING asked leave of. the House to 
submit a ‘resolution. of inquiry, on a subject of 
great interest to many persons, at whose instance 
he offered the resolution.. 

No objection being made, the resolution was 
read and adopted, as follows: =m 
Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to communicate to this House (if, in hisjudgment, the 
same be compatible with the public interest) the report of the 
commissioners on the part of the United States, under the late 
convention between the United States andthe Mexican Repub- 
Jic; also, a particulaitslatement of the condition of the claiing 
preferred by citizens of the United States on the Government of 
tbe Mexican Republic, for which the interposition of the Gov- 
ernment of the United States has been invoked, and which are , 
not yet satisfied, ~ 


Mr. COWEN, from the Committee of Claims, 
“feported the Senate bill for the relief of Daniel 
Kleiss, without. amendment. : 

Mr: J. R; INGERSOLL, from the Committee 
of Ways and Means, reported a bill for the relief 
of David Walkinson and Co., of Connecticut; 
which was read twice, and committed to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House. 

Mr. FILLMORE inquired what was the order 
of to-day’s business. 

‘The SPEAKER replied that there was a special 
order for to-day, namely, a bill to confirm certain 
land claims in Louisiana. 

The Clerk read the bill at length. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON addressed the House at 


‘ great length on the merits of the claim. 


Tu: the course of his remarks, he gave way for 
the reception of a message from the Senate. 
Assuny Dicuins, esq., appeared before the bar 
with a message from the Senate, and announced 
that the Senate had passed the apportionment bill, 
with amendments; which he returned to the House. 
Mr. BIDLACK rose, and obtained: the permis- 
sion of the gentleman who was entitled to the floor, 
[Mr. Cave Jonnson,] to make a suggestion. He 
observed that the Legislature of the State of Penn- 
sylvania was now in extra session, for the purpose 
of apportioning the State under the late census; 
and he therefore earnestly urged om the House the 
propriety of proceeding at once to the considera- 
tion of the amendments which the Senate had made 
to the bill. ; 
The suggestion of the honorable gentleman not 
being adopied, hz gave notice that, under the pe- 
culiar circumstauces, he and his colleagues would 
feel itto be their duty to urge action on the subject 
as soon as any one cf them could obtain the floor 
for the purpose. 
Mr. CAVE JOHNSON then resumed his re- 
marks on the special order under consideration. 
Mr. MOORE sustained the claim, in reply to Mr. 
JOHNSON. , 
“Messrs. COOPER of Pennsylvania and CAVE 
JOHNSON briefly replied; and were followed by 
M ITE of Louisiana, iù favor of the claim- 


whieh i. 


„was carried; and then, 


os 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


“Mr. ANDREWS of “Kentucky ‘moved the pre- 
vicus question, whic was seconded; and the main 
question was ordered. =: E ashes 
The main question being on concurring with the | 
amendments made in Committee of the Whole, 


After some remarks from 


be engrossed-for.a tbird reading. — . > 
. Mr ANDREWS of Kentucky- moved the pre 
vious question, under the operation: of which the 
bill was passed. ` INER ; ; 

The House then adjourned. 


; IN SENATE. 
2 Monpay, June 13, 1842. 


A message was received from the House of Rep- ` 
‘reséntatives, returning, with amendments, Senate 


bill confirming certain land claims in Louisiana; 
which amendments were read, and, with the bill, 
recommitted to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

‘Mr. WOODBURY presented to the Senate the 
credentials of the Hon. Leonarp Witcox, who 
had been elected hy the Legislature of New Hamp- 
shire to fill the unexpired term of the Hon. Frank: 
LIN Pierce, resigned. , 

Mr. KING suggested that, notwithstanding the 
honorable Senator had heretofore qualified under 
the appointment by the Governor, it would be ne- 
cessary for him to qualify again. 

Mr. Witcox was accordingly again qualified, 
and took his seat. i f 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from 
Philadelphia, from a large namber of persons en- 
gaged in, and connected with, the several branthes 


| of printing and publishing, suggesting the proper 


mode of imposing a tariff on ihe importation of 
foreign books and other publications.. The memo- 
ualists are unanimously opposed to the passage of 


i! an international copy-right law; and the memorial 
; contained a brief and conclusive argument against 


the passage of any such law. Mr. B. said he was 
happy to learn that the Committee on the Judiciary 
were also unanimous against the adoption of an 
international copyright law. 

On motion of Mr. B., so much of the memorial 
as related to the tariff was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Manufactures; and that portion relating to 
the copyright was referred to the Judiciary Com- 
mittee. 

Mr. B. also presented sixteen oiher memo- 
rials, all very numerously signed, by practical 
tailors of the county and city of Philadelphia, 
representing that since the passage of the com- 
promise act of 1833, and the tariff act of 1841, 
the competition on (from the importation of)-ready- 
made clothing {had greatly increased; so much so, 
as to utterly destroy that business in this country, 
The memoralists represent that a specific duty of 


fifty per cent., and nothing less, will protect them . 


against foreign competition: referred io the Com- 
mittce on Manufactures. 


Mr. B. also presented four memorials from 
Pennsylvania, and he confessed he was at a loss 
to know what would be the proper committee to 
which to refer them. The memorialists stated 
that there was not sufficient currency in the coua- 
try, in order to conduct its business. They sup- 
posed that enough specie for that purpose did not 
exist ia the world, or even upon which to forma 
basis. They, therefore, to attain the desideratum 
of a sound and adequate currency, suggested a 
Government issue of $200 000,000 of stock, based 
on the publie lands, to be divided in such propor- 
tion as was suggested by them, among the several 
States and Territories; and, in order- to secure full 
confidence, they recommend an unconditional 
pledge cf the proceeds of the public lands for the 
regular. redemption of the stock; and a tariff of 
duties, such as would, after paying expenses of 
Government, leave sufficient to pay the interest on 
this stock. The memorial was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. STURGEON presented a memorial from a 
large number of inhabitants of the county of 
Montgomery, in the State of Pennsylvania, com- 
plaining of the operations of the compromise act, 
and praying that such a tariff might be established 


= Mr. C. JOHNSON, - 
in reply to Mr. WHITE, the bill was ordered to 


as would give protection to home industry; which 


` was referred to the Committee on Manufactures. 


On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the Committee 


-on Claims was discharged from the further con- 


sideration of the House bill. providing for refund- 
ing money paid by Charles H. Atherton, for cer- 
tain lands, which cannot -be located; and it was 


referred-to the Committee on Public Lands. 


Mr. ‘BUCHANAN presented a memorial, nu- 
merously signed by citizens ef Venango county, 
Pennsylvania; stating that a large numberof the 
officers ‘and soldiers who served under General 
Wayne, during the Jate war, are now living, and 
have never received from the Government ade- 
quate compensation for their services. They, 
therefore, pray that the Government may not be 
-unmindful of them: referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. > # i 

Mr. B. alb presented a memorial from a nam- 
ber of citizeas of Montgomery county, Pennsylva= 


nia, i _favof of ‘a protective tariff: referred to the 
Comittee gn Manufactures. 


FLOREDAJARMED OCCUPATION AND SET- 
$ TLEMENT BILL. . : 

On ae n of Mr. BENTON, the bill to provide 
for the arzhed occupation and settlement of. the un- 
settled paft of the peninsula of East Florida, was 
‘taken upgas in committee of the whole; and, hav- 
ing been read— , ; 

Mr. BENTON said the principle ef this bill hađ 
several times received the sanction of the Senate; 
similar bills having several times passed the Sen- 
ate within the last three years. . It was now recom- 
mended by the President and Secretary of War; 
and with the more reason, as the number of In- 
dians in the peninsula of Florida was greatly re- 
duced, and the troops partly withdrawn. There 
were not Indians enough in the Territory to justify 
military operations. But there were too many to 
justify settlements by cultivators and otkers, until 
inducements were held out to them sufficient to jus- 
tify people to incur the risk and the privations in- 
cident to such settlement. The bill proposed these 
inducements—namely, a quarter section of land, 
subsistence for one year, and arms and ammuni- 
tion for such as should need them. Mr. B, said 
that the necessity for the bill was becoming more 
and more urgent. Since the delivery of the Presi- 
dent’s message, and since this. bill had been brought 
into the Senate, the massacre of families had re- 
commenced with great ferocity; and the condition 
of the people called loudly for the sympathy of the 
country, and the aid of Congress. Mr. B. then 
read from Florida papers an account of these re- 
cent massacres, as follows: 


$ “Sr. Aveustine, May 19. 

“On Saturday, the 14th instant, two worthy young men, 
their names Lituebury and William Van Zandt, were killed by 
Indians at the Long Hammock, not far from the natural bridge 
of the Santafee. Abraham Osteen was in company, and nar- 
rowly escaped with his life; having had his gun hit by a rifie 
ball from the Indians. . ? 

“On Sunday morning, the same party of Indians made their 
appearance amongst the settlements on or near. the Santafee, 
seven or eight miles from the place, and attacked Moses Ca- 
son’s family while they were at the cow-pen, killed Mrs. Cason 
and an infant child, and severely wounded Mr. Cason and one 
other child, plundered and burnt their house, and also the 
house of the widow Douglass, who fortunately escaped with 
her children a few minutes before her house was in flames, 
The Indians proceeded on their course in an easterly direction; 
and, on the same day, when near the Mineral Springs, (Wash- 
ington‘s,) they ambuscaded a party of five men and fired on 
them, wounding Mr. R, Stafford dangerously... The same night 
they attacked the house of Absalom Snowden, near Stafford’s 
Mill, on the Santafee; killed Mr. Snowden and- his three. chil- 
dren, and wounded Mrs. Snowden, and left her for dead, Tam 
happy to say that she is still alive, although with six wounds, 
and hopes are entertained of her recovery. The house. was 
plundered and burnt, . Mrs. Snowden, who was found next. 
morning, states that the Indians attacked the house, shot her 
husband, took the children, with herself, , to a short distance into 
the woods, and there deliberately murdered her three children 
before her eyes; they were shot. with arrows. ‘She was then, 
although begging for her life, shot with-a rifle and with arrows, 
and stabbed in several places, and left for dead. An arrow has 
been taken fiom her, atid another from one of her children; they 
are both barbed with iron or steel, something in the form of a‘ 
harpoon, and were shot with such force as to go through the 
body of Mrs. Snowden. A small party of five men were at the 
mill, distant half a mile from Snowden’s, who heard the rifles 
and yells of the Indians, and the screams and cries for mercy of 
Mrs Snowden; but to go to their assistance was almost certain 
death, with their small force. (he ford at the creek was way- 
laid by the Indians, and they had gone to their assistance, it ig 
altogether probable the whole would have perished, 

“The dragoons, and Captain Sewell’s company of infantry, 
andsome citizens, in separate parties, hunted for:them on. Tues 
day, and discovered that they had gone from this neighborhood. 
After an unsuccessful search of three days or more, the scouts 
returned, except the dragoons, who are now-in pursuit; Fhe’ ` 


Indians left more blood on their trail, having killed two soldiers 
somewhere between here and-Wacasassa. Such isa brief and 


imperfect: statement of these horrible tragedies, but no tongue 
or pen candesciibe‘such horrors.” i “hes 


Be “ST. AUGUSTINE; June 3. 
“MORE MURDERS!! 


“On Tuesday night we learn a party of Indians, suprosed to 
be 50 warriors, attacked the house of Mr. Robinson, of Jefferson 
county, just beyond the Ocilla, above the Federal road several 
milés, killed his mother and four others of te family, and plun- 
dered and burnt his placz.” A party of United States troops 
are stationed some ten miles, itis said, from the place. Large 
Parties of citizens have gone in pursuit,” 

“Mr. B. said these deplorable details admitted of 
no comment. ‘They were distressing to the last 
degree, and appealed, more powerfully than any 
language be could use, to the sympathies and the 
justice of Congress for that protection which the 
Constitution guaranties to all the inhabitants of the 
Union. Seven years-had elapsed since these mas- 
sacres began—a period as long as the war of the 
Revolution; and, during all that time, the setile- 
ments had been broken up, property destroyed, 
lives sacrificed, and those returning to their deserted 
homes were still exposed to all the horrors ot In- 
dian warfare, - The United States is bound to pro- 
tect (hese inhabitants, It owes every citizen pro- 
tection. ‘The military force has done what it can: 
it has driven the Indians out of the field—reduced 
them to a small number; and the rest must chiefly 
be done by armed settlers, attracted to the country 
by, the inducements which are offered, 

Mr. B. then explained the provisions and the en- 
actments of the bill. The first point was the line 
south of which the settlements were. ‘This line 
was taken at township seven, which united all the 
requisites of a proper line. It ran across the head 
of the peninsula, leaving Deadman’s bay to the 
south, and St. Augustine to the north —passing 
along the scene of the last massacres—dividing 
the exposed and unsettled par of the peninsula 
from that which was principally held by private 
owners, and contained but little public land, The 
line was also a marked one, and would be easily 
known and observed. Tne condition of acquiring 
the land was five years’ residence south of this line, 
and defending the country from the Indians. The 
princip'e of the bill was residence and defence; 
and single men and young men, as well as heads 
of families, were entitled to its benefits. Great 
stress was laid upon these provisions of the bill. 
Young men, and single men, are expected to go in 
large numbers to the country; as many would be 
willing to risk themselves, who might not be wi!l- 
ing to risk their families. The most liberal pro- 
vision is made for enabling the settler to select his 
land at his convenience, and to improve it when 
he can, Residence on the ‘land itself is not ree 
quired, because the very nature of the case will 
require settlers to live together, in stations or block- 
houses, for mutual defence. The period of one 
year was limited for settlers to go to the country; 
and, considering the inducements held out, (for 
good land and a good home would be got in this 
peninsula,) and the general stagnation of basi- 
ness in the United States, and the great number 
of persons oui of employment, and seeking the 
means of living, he (Mr. Benron) believed that, 
before the year was out, a competent number of set- 
Uers will have entered the country to hold it in 
peace against the few Indians that remained. The 
ensuing winter would probably be the chief season 
of emigration; but the sooner the better, as first 
settlers take first choices. Mr. B. had no doubt 
that the settlers would go: no doubt that it was the 
most profitable enterprise in which they could en- 
gage—that, in addition to the benefits of their own 
labor, they would get good homes in the permanent 
acquisition of one hundred and sixty acres of land, 
in a climate adapted to the tropical produciions, 
and the title to which is made safe to the settler, 
and to his wife and children, or other near rela- 
tions, to the utter exclusion of speculators. The 
provisions of the bill were fatal to speculators, the 
design being to secure the settler and his family, or 
near relations. 

Messrs. KING and SEVIER made a few re- 
marks on certain amendments which they suggest- 
ed to the chairman of the Committee on Military 
Affairs [Mr. Bewron] were necessary to perfect 
the bill, and concurring with him on the propriety, 
importance, and necessity of its passage. The 
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bill was read as follows: 

Be it enacied by the Senate and House of Representatives 
Of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That there shalt be grante:l tothe white settlers, being heads of 
families, single men, or young men able.to bear arms, who shall 
settle, or may have settled, in the peninsula of Florida, south of 
township seven, south of the base line, within one year from the 
passage of this act, a bounty of. one hundred and sixty acres of 
land, upon the following conditions: : st ; 

First. The said settler to reside in the Territory of Florida, 
south-of said township, for five years, and to take his grant on 
any public land south of that township. S 

Second, The said settlers. shall provide arms, ammunition, 
aad blockhouses for their defence. But the arms and ammunut: 
tion will be furnished by the United States in cases where the 
settler shall not be able to furnish himself. . 

„Third, Rations (except the smali parts thereof) wiil be far- 
nished to such settlers as may apply for the same, for one year, 
deliverable from time to time, in advance, at the nearest mili- 
tary post. “i : 

Fourth, Each settler entitled to land-shall have the right to se- 
lect and improve the same, and settle upon it, if he pleases, if 
unoccupied, at any time before the public sales, and to enter the 
same as soon as a land oflice is opened; but shall not receive a 
patent certificate therefor until after five years’ residence south 
of township seven, nor until after proof shall be made, before 
the proper land officers, of a cumpliance with the terms of this 
act; and the boundaries of the grant shall conform to the sec- 
sonal subdivisions, as surveyed under the laws of the United 

tates. < 

Fifth. That, upon the death of any settler before the end of 
the five years, or before the issuance of the Patent, all his rights, 
under this act, shall descend to his widow and heirs-at-law, if 
he leaves a widow, and to his heirs-at-law if he leaves none; 
and proof of his compliance with the conditions of this act, up 
to the time of his death, shail be sufficient to entitle them tothe 
patent, 

Sec. 2, And be it further enacted, That the bounty lands. 
hereby granted shall be free of taxes, ard unalienable, even by 
judicial sale, until the patent issues, and also for one year there- 
after; the said patent shail issue to the original settler, if alive; 
and, if dead, it shail then issue to his next of blood and widow, 
if he has left a widow, to be held and divided by them according 
to the laws of Florida; and every alienation of any such bounty 
laud, even by judicial process, made before the issuance of the 
patent, or within one year thereafter, shall be null and void; and 
the intrusive possessor, by virtue of any pretended sale, lease, 
devise, gift, or transfer, coxtrary to this act, may. be turned out 
of possession at any time by an action of ejectment, in the name 
of the original settler, or of his widow and heirs-at-law, or any 
one or more of them, or in the name of any subsequent pur- 
chaser, after the said land becomes legally alienable; and full 
damages shall be recovered in tke same suit against the intru- 
sive possessor as a trespasser and disseizor. ; 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana said tne bill was an im- 
portant one, asd, so far as its general principies 
were concerned, he really had not made up any 
definite opinion; but if its objects met the sanction 
of the Senate, still it was obvious that its details 
should correspond, as near-as possible, to the prin- 
ciples of all other bills touching the policy of the 
Government in making disposition of the public 
Jands. Fer instance, there should be a reservation 
for school purposes, and some provision to guard 
the settlers against confliciing claims arising out of 
numerous seltlements in the same portion of land. 
If the principles of the bill were sustained by the 
Senate, still its details should correspond to the 
other legislation relative to settlements on the pub- 
lic lands, as to the mode or manner of the settle- 
ment. Therefore, for the purpose of affording an 
opportunity for an examination of the details of the 
bill, he suggested that it should be passed over in- 
formally ill to-morrow: which suggestion was 
agreed fo. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented a memorial, emanating 
from a medical ceavention held in Ohio, praying 
that so much of the law regulating patents be re- 
pealed as authorizes the granting of patents for 
medical compounds or inventions: referred to the 
Committee on Patents. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a message of the President of the United States, 
transmitiing a report from the State Depariment, 
made in compliance with a resolution of the 2d 
March last, requesting information touching the 
proceedings under the coavention of the 11th April, 
1839, between the United States and the Mexican 
Republie; which, 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, was ordered to lie 
on the table, and be printed: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Printing. 

Engrossed biii, entitled “An act to provide for the 
permaneat employ in the Fost Office Department 


. of certain clerks heretofore, for several vears, iem- 


porarily employed in that departmen!,” was taken 
up, read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. PHELPS, the Senate re- 
sumed the consideration, as in committee of the 
whole, of the bill providing for the settlement of 
the claim of the heirs of Silas Deane. This. bill 


was discussed during the whole day’s session, by : 


amendments Suggested having. been adopted, the 


á i 


Meėssrs: PHELPS, SMITH of Connecticut, and. 
BERRIEN, . explanatory and: defensive: of he: 
grounds of the claim, and in favor of. iis : passage: 
and-by Messrs. KING, McROBERTS, and HEN- 
DERSON, in opposition to the passage., =. 5 -A 
Mr. PHELPS, to do away with objections urged 
in. debate. to the passage of ‘the’ bül, moved. to: 
amend it to the effeet that, for all ptirchasés made, | 
and supplies furnished, by Mr. Deane, under: the 
. contract with the Secret. Committee of the Conti- 
nental Congress, (amounting to #200,000,) be 
should be allowed 5 per cent; and for all pui- 
chases or supplies furnished, or.contracts made by- 
him for supplies, subsequent to those ünder the 
contract, to the period ot May, 1776, and no longer, 
that he should be allowed only 24 percent. =<, 
~ Mr. HENDERSON proposed an amendment to. 
this amendment, to the effect, (in the adjustment of 
the claim,) that for the sum of $10,500, hereto». 
fore, by resolution of Congress, authorized to be 
paid to the claimant, he should be allowed the 
value only of that amount of continental money at ` 
that period. vie gfe 
Tais amendment was disagreed to.on a count, by. 
ayes 9, noes 17. : : 
The question then recurring on the amendmen 
submitted by Mr. Puers, the amendment was, 
atthe suggestion of Mr. KING, so modified as to... 
make it apply to articles purchased and supplies 
furnished, and not to extend to contracts. made for 
supplies; and then the question being put, the 
amendment, as modified, was agreed to. 
‘Ehe bill was then reported to the Senate, and 
ordered to be engrossed fer » third reading. : 
Oa motion of Mr. SEVIER, the Senate went 
into executive session; and, after some time spent 
therein, adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, June 13, 1842. a 

Mr. OLIVER presented the proceedings of a | 
large and respectable. meeting of the farmers and 
laborers of the county of Yates, in the State of New 
York, praying Congress to readjust the present tar- 
iff on foreign imports in such a manner as to give 
the Government a sufficient revenue for its sup: 
port, and, if possible, to discriminate upon such 
imports as will aid the producing class of American 
citizens. s . 

Mr. STANLY presented a statement from Mr. 
Poindexter, which was understood to be in reply to 
some remarks which had been made. in a recent 
debate on the affairs of the New York custom- 
house. : 

Mr. ADAMS offered a resolution, which was 
adopted, calling upon the President for a copy of 
the quintuple treaty for the suppression of the siave- 
trade; a copy of the protest of Governor Cass, our 
minister to France; also, copies of such corres- 
pondence on the subject of the quintuple treaty as 
has passed between ihis Government and Governor 
Cass. 

Mr. FILLMORE hoped, as this was resolution 
day, that the States would be called in order. 

The SPEAKER accordingly commenced with 
the State of Ohio, where the call was interrupted 
on the Jast resolution day. = : 

Mr. PENDLETON offered the following as an 
addition to the 123d rule: g 


“It shall bein order for any member, in Committee of the 
Whole, to move that the vote on the pending question under 
consideration be then taken; and the vote on such motion’ shall 
be taken without debate; and, if carried, the vote shall be im- 
mediately taken, without further debate, on the pending ques- 
tion before the committes,’? 


Mr. HOPKINS and Mr. CLIFFORD both ob- 
jected to this new rule, that it put it in the power 
of any one member to put an end to debate. 

After a few words from Mr. PENDLETON and 
Mr. A. V. BROWN — N 

Mr. CLIFFORD moved a call of the House ; 
and the roll was called accordingly, and 164 mem~ 
bers answered to their names. . The absentees were 
next called, and 190 were found to be present, Phe 
farther proceedings under the call. were then sus- 
pended, and the. previous question, which was 
moved by Mr. PENDLETON, was sustained by 


the House. 3 
x. CAVE JOHNSON moved to lay the reso- 
lution on the table, and demanded the yeas and 


` posed to debate it, that it might go over to a future - 


` 


E He s 
oo. be TH 


nays t ing 
follows: Ayes 102, noes 9E- So the motion 
laid on thetable.} > 


was 


Mr COWEN offered å resolution. to. the effect : 


that, hereafter, it be one of the standing rules of the 
House that'no member shall occupy more than’ che. 
hour in debate ob any question, either in‘the House 
örin Committee of the Whole. 0 Pras 

“Mr. WISE objected to the ‘resolution, and pro- 


day. a T : 
‘Mr. CLIFFORD inquired if the gentleman from 

Ohio had-given notice of this motion. ~~ . 
‘The SPEAKER replied in-the afirmative. - 

Mr: COWEN moved the previous question. 

Mr. MeKEON moved to lay the resolution. on 
the table, and called for the ayes and noes thereon. 
The ayes and noes being ordered, resulted as fol- 
lows: ayes 83, noes 113. be tne 

“Mr. EVERETT submitted a modification of the 
resolution; but, thé previous question having been 
called, it was not in order. 

-The previous question was then seconded; and 
the main question ordered, . 

Mr. GWIN called for the yeas and nays on 
the main question, being on the adoption of the 
resolution ; which having been ordered, the roll 
was ¢alled, and resulted in deciding the question 
in the affirmative—yeas 120, ‘nays 84. 

Mr. MEDILL submitted a resolution, directing 
the Committee on the Judiciary, to which were re- 
ferred, nearly three months ago, the resolutions of 
the Legislature of Obio on the subject, to report a 
bill. refunding to Major General Andrew Jackson 
the fine. and costs imposed’ on bhim by the district 
judge of the United States at New Orleans, for the 
manner iu which he conducted the defence of that 
city in 1815, with interest. thereon till paid. Mr. 
M. moved the previous question on the resolution. 

Mr. STEENROD ealled for tellers on the ques- 
tion of a second. 

Mr. BIRDSEYE moved to lay the resolution on 
the table. 

‘Mr. MEDILL called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. BIRDSEYE then withdrew his motion to 
lay the resolution on the table. 

Mr. J. G. FLOYD renewed it; and the question 
was taken, resulting in yeas 78, nays 96. 

The question then being on seconding the call 
for the previous question— 

Mr, C. J, INGERSOLL asked permission to 
make an explanation on this subject, which was 
due to himself and to the House. 

The SPEAKER said that it could only be done 
by general consent. a 

Mr. C.J. INGERSOLL. I hope no gentleman 
will object. 

Mr. GRANGER, 
make explanations. 

Mr. STANLY. If the call for the previous 
question is not seconded, 1 presume the resolution 
will lie over for debate. 

The SPEAKER said that it would. 

The question on the second was then taken, and 
resulted in ayes 78, noes 76. ` 

Mr. MEDILL observed that, by general consent, 
the question could be taken on the resolution. He 
presumed that no gentleman objected. 

Messrs. STANLY and UNDERWOOD both ob- 
jected. They wanted to debate the resolation. 

i THE APPORTIONMENT BILL. 

© Mr. EVERETT moved to suspend the rules for 
‘the. purpose of taking up the apportionment bill, 
which had been returned from the Senate with 
amendments; and the yeas and nays having been 
ordered, the question on the suspension was taken, 
resulting ia yeas 182, nays 25, 

So the bill and amendments were taken up. 


I object. We all want to 


Mr. EVEREST remarked that the bill had come 


back to the House with important amendments. 
The standard had been increased, and the number 
of this House diminished to 217. The principle of 
allowing an additional member to States having 
a fraction of more than half of the standard had 
also been adopted; and this gave 6 members more. 
houll not argue the principles contained in 
 this-time, for it had already been fully 
dy and he was satisfied the opinion of no 


“hereon; and, being ordered, they: resulted-as 


GLOBE. 


member would be changed by debate. 
“however, make a collateral remark in relation. to 
Jt thé amendments proposed by the Senate. He re- 


garded the Senate of the United States as a body of 
equal privileges with the House, and as one whose 


| opinions were always entitled to very great respect.- 


In the present. instance, where a division of power 
was the subject, he thought the opinion of the Sen- 
ate was entitled to more than ordinary weight, be- 


~ cause it was independent of those personal influ- 


ences which affected the House of Representatives. 
With this. view, he submitted it to the House 


. whether the debate should be permitted to go on. 


He-would first-move that the several amendments 
of the Senate be concurred in, and then eall for the 


_ previous question. S 


Mr. ADAMS hoped the motion for the previous 
question would be withdrawn, inasmuch as he de- 
sired to debate the subject. 

Mr. EVERETT declined withdrawing the mo- 
tion he had made, on account, as be said, of the 
urgent public business before the House. : 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON koped that the motion 
would be voted down without 2 division. 

Mr. ADAMS said he could uot believe that the 
House would be dragooned into an approval of the 
extraordinary propositions of the Senate. 

The questiun on the motion for the previous 
question was taken by tellers, (Messrs. MEDILL 
and Briaas,) and resulted ayes.75, noes 97. 

So there was no second. 

Mr. ADAMS said he returned his thanks to the 
House for not agreeing to this extraordinary mo- 
tion, It showed that they had some regard to the 
righ's of the people of the United States. 

. His purpose was to move that the House dis- 
agree to the amendment of the Senate, increasing 
the ratio from fifty to seventy thousand. More 
than that: he would send a message to the Senate, 
saying that this House adheres to its ratio, and to 
its disagreement to the amendment of that body. 
[Cries of “‘agreed.”] In the next place, he move l 
that the House concur with the Senate in the pro- 
vision by which States having more than a moiety 
of the standard should be entitled to an additicnal 
Representative. [Many voices. “No.”] He was 
willing to assent to this principle of allowing frac- 
tions to be represented, although it had been ve- 
toed by the first President, when the apportionment 
bill was presented for his signature. He believed 
it was not inconsistent with the Constitution, and 
had one great advantage, in the fact that it would 
allow the whole people to be represented. Should 
the House disagree to the first amendment in rela- 


- tion to the ratio, and agree to the amendment in 


relation to fractional representation, it would be 
necessary to make several amendments in the sev- 
eral numbers allowed to the States, He then read 
his amendment, and a statement showing the sev- 
eral fractions represented according to the bill, 
should it be passed with his amendment. I: makes 
a House of 317 members; the States of New 
Hampshire, Massachusetts, Vermont, Delaware, 
Maryland, Georgia, Alabama, Louisiana, Missis- 
sippi, Indiana, and Arkansas, having fractions rep- 
resented. 

He was anxious that the House should adhere to 
the ratio which it had adopted in’ the first instance. 


He recollected in Roman history, that when there. 


was a mutiny er rebellion in the army against the 
general, he had the power of decimating the army, 
and cutting off every tenth man. He could not 
conceive of any thing more perfectly allogical than 
this effort on the part of the Senate to decimate the 
House of Representatives. Instead of following 
the course of God and nature, and giving to the 
House an increased number of Representatives, 
the Senate had inverted the course of nature, and, 
as the population of the country increased, propos- 
ed to diminish the representation. It proposed to 
bring down the number of members of the House 
from 242 to 223. The present number was fixed 
when the population of the country was 12,000,000. 
With an increase of 50 per cent., and a present 
population of 18,000,000, the Senate proposed to 
deprive the people of one-tenth of their Represent- 
atives. He (Mr. A.) did not profess to be an ad- 
vocate of pure Democracy, in the party and gen- 
eral sense of that term; but be was a Democrat so 


He would, - 


far asthe representation in the House of Repre- 


‘sentatives was concerned. ‘This House was the 


democratic branch of the Government. It repre- 
sented the people; and that there should be a pro- 
portion between the’ number of the people and the 
number of the House, he regarded as the first prin- 
ciple of its organization. He would never violate 
this principle, until the population of the country 
became so large that a House in proportion would 
have the same objection to it that applied to the 
primary assemblies of the people. What, he asked, 
was.pure Democracy? It was government, so far 
as practicable, to the people themselyes in person. 
Representation was an expedient resorted to, for the 
purpose of attaining the substance of that which 
was, of itself, impracticable; and the greater the 
namber‘of Representatives, the nearer was the ap- 
proach: to Democracy. He referred to the dis- 
cussions on the subject which took place in the 
old Congress, when the first apportionment was 
made. The strongest objection urged against the 
bill was, that the representation would not be suf- 
ficiently numerous—not enough so to preserve the 
liberties of the people. There was much debate as 
to what should be the minimum ratio; and it was 
even contended that the ratio of 30,000 was too 
large. The result was to fix it at 33,000; and yet 
he did not believe there was a State, in which the 
matter was discussed, where. doubt was not ex- 
pressed lest the number should become too nume- 
rous to be truly represented. His opinions on this 
subject were formed in the’ course of the debate 
which took place in Congress, which he. attended 
with interest, being then a student of law. Hav- 
ing formed his opinions then, and considering 
the House as emphatically, and perhaps exclusive- 
ly, the concentration of the democratie power, in 
its authorized form’ he came here determined to 
vote for as low a ratioas he found practicable. 
On that ground he had voted for 50,174. He 
would not have voted for any number under 50,000 
or over 60,000. He should vote for the number in 
the bill as it went from the House, and adhere to it; 
even if this, aud twenty other apportionment bills, 
should be lost. 

As he had remarked, he was a Democrat, but 
not in the usual sense in which that word was 
used. He was not a Democrat of the Five Points, 
[laughter,] yet he was in his feelings as mucha 
Democrat as any member of the House. There 
was another branch, however, of the legislative 
department of this Government, which was not 
democratic. He alluded to the Senate; and pro- 
nounced its members to be representatives of cor- 
porations. It was known that the Democracy here 
were not fond of corporations. The Senate was 
necessarily and essentially an aristocratic body in 
its feelings; and he hoped the balance would fail in 
favor of the House of Representatives. 

The gentleman from Delaware represented a 
population of nearly 80,000; and the Senators 
from the State of New York represented a popula- 
tion of two millions and ahalf, or thirty times the 
number represented by the gentleman from Dela. 
ware. . He thought the framers of the Constitution 
did weil ia making the State Legislatures the con- 
stituents of the Senate. But it was not the demo- 
cratic—it was essentially the aristocratic principle, 
There was concentrated the corporation, the inde- 
pendent, the State rights principle, which he hoped 
would not needlessly be brought into collision with 
this House. Let that body (the Senate): perform 
its proper functions, Let it maintain the States? 
rights; but let it not dictate to this House, and say 
that. the people of the United States shall not ‘be 
represented here. . : 

One of the arguments used in the Senate, in the 
debate on this bill, was, that if this House should 
become too numerous, it would be too powerful 
for them, and that the House would overwhelm the 
power of the Senate. What was the meaning of 
tbat? Did the Senate choose to restrict the power 
of the people of the United States in their repre- 
sentation, from a fear that the Representatives of 
the people would be too powerful for that body? 
Thus, the interesis of the other body were to be 
the principle on which the representation of this 
Honse was to be formed. The gentleman who 
moved the previous question here, to cut off debaie, 


deemed the Senate’ better: jud 
than the members’of this House. e 
. Mr.. EVERETT denied that he had 
such thing. — l 
“Mr. ADAMS replied that the gentleman said 
the Senate would judge without the personal influ- 
ences which operated on this House: and was not 
that. saying that. they were beiter judges? If the 
gentleman denied the inference, let him take it 
back. If the Senate was not susceptible of per- 
sonal influences, and the members of the House 
were, the Senators were better judges. But he 
(Mr. A.) did not think the position a true one. He 
‘did not think this House was unduly influenced. 
He did. not think this House was moved by per- 
sonal influences at all. i 
- But there was going on—and it was in the nature 
of things, as was shown by the history of all free 
Governments—a perpetual struggle between the 
three branches of the Government, each of which 
was encroaching on the other; and it was the duty 
of each to resist that encroachment. A resolution 
was offered in that House a short time. ago, by 
which the House undertook to condemn certain 
acts of the President, which he had done under the 
solemnity of his oath. Now, this exhibited the 
tendency in this House to encroach. on the Presi- 
dent. It was not the province of this House to 
express approbation or disapprobation of the Presi- 
dent: it was enough that it approved its own aets. 
It had. been said by a very distinguished but very 
eccentric man from Virginia, that in all struggles 
of the separate branches of this Government, his 
leaning was in favor of this House; and.in ail dis- 
sensions between the Senate and the Executive, his 
‘leaning was with the Senate. Now he, (Mr. A.,) 
on this occasion, went partly on that principle; he 
held the doctrine that this House, as weil as the other 
ought to abstain from encroaching on the power 
of the Executive, as it was the duty: of the Execu- 
tive to avoid encroaching on the powers of this 
House, or of the other, It was, indeed, surprising 
that, in the history of this Government, this House 
had manifested no desire to encroach on the other, 
which now attempted to encroach upon it. He 
hoped, however, that the House would resist this 
and every ot:er attempt to encroach upon the 
rights and the powers’ of this body, as the repre- 
sentatives of ihe people. : 
Mr. W. C. JOHNSON disagreed with the gen- 
tleman who had just addressed the House. He 
disapproved of the representation of fractions ; 
and he disagreed on the ground set forth in the 
veto message of President Washington. He was 
in favor of an adherence to the basis of represent- 
ation adopted by the House, which he defended 
from the odium which had been thrown on it by 
the public journals. He proceeded to show that 
this House was the weaker of the three branches of 
‘the Government, because it stood alone in its 
power. It was ehecked by the Senate, and, in 
ease of failure by the Senate, its every act might 
be checked by the President ; for both the Senate 


said any 


and the Executive had a veto on every important | 


act it could consummate. Buthow stood it with 
the other branches? The Executive was in office 
for four years, without any control or check on his 
power by this House. They also found the Seuate 
elected for the term of six years, to represent cor- 
porations, as the gentleman from Massachusetts 
had termed them ; and from the moment they took 
their seats, they could set at defiance the will of the 
corporations by which they were elected. Those 
two bodies—the Executive branch and the Senate 
had, besides, no inconsiderable amount of power in 
the patronage which they possessed, and. over 
which this House had no negation. He deemec 
that the safety of this House, and its security 
against yielding to the influence of the other 
branches, were in proportion to its numbers. 

He next proceeded to show that, for many years 
past, the Senate had been the hot-house, from 
which sprang aspirants for the executive chair. 
Men with power, and men without power—men 
of high talents, and men of moderate capacities— 
in that arena were found spreading abroad their 

_ influence among the great mass of the people, with 
no responsibilities, but independent and supreme, 
Flow many such men had they seen in the history 


ges on this subject ‘| 


of this Government, who conld not be: elected to 
this House by the congressional districts in which 
they resided; and yet such. men conid throw 
odium on this House—such men could stigmatize 
it as‘a bear-garden, and contend that its number 
must be reduced. He (Mr. Jonnson) would vote 
for any number-of this House short-of 350; and 


‘he hoped the House. would not concur in. the 


amendment of the Senate, but adhere to the num- 
ber fixed by the House. ; 

Mr. PICKENS submitted whether the censure 
cast on the Senate by the gentlemen who had ad- 
dressed the House { Messrs. Apams and JOHNSON] 
came with propriety from those gentlemen, The 
Senate, by the Constiiuiion, was an independent 
branch of this Government; aad the Senate had 
just as much right to discuss and amend the bill 
then before the House, as any other measure which 


_ came legitimately before them. 


He agreed with those gentlemen, jhat the rights 
and the power of this House were as sacred, under 
the Constitution, as the rights and powers of the 
Senate; and he would go with them in maintaining 
itas a co-ordinate and independent branch of the 
Government, and in making it the guardian of the 
rights of the people; ‘but, as to the mode of main- 
taining itin this position, he submitted whether 
there might not be a difference of opinion. If they 
carried out the principles which had been laid 
down by the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Apams} as the true theory of democracy, that 
each and every man should have a voice in the 
representation, in what would it end? In whathad 
it ended in every country in which it had been 
tried? In concentrating all power in the hands of 
a few, who then would become the dictators of the 
Republic. To guard against this, they had organized 
this a representative Government; but carry out 
the principles of the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, and, instead of meeting here for consultation 
and legitimate discussion, it would be a body thrown 
into confusion; and, from its very numbers, it 
would be imbecile for ali the purposes laid down 
inthe Constitution, To prevent that, he wonld 
have this body as efficient and practical as possi- 
ble, and then they would carry out the principles 
of the Constitution; and then they would make it 


„the great guardian of the people’s rights. 


Thegentieman from Massachusetts had assigned 
for the Senate the reason that they feared the 
power of this House. He (Mr. Pickens) knew not 
what the reasons were which had infinenced the 
other body; but, for himself, he was influenced by 
a fear that this House, if a large body, would de- 
generate into a mob, and break down the barriers 
laid down in the Constitution. 

He was in favor of a large ratio, because he 
sincerely believed it woull tend to increase the 
power of the House. That House had the power 
to declare war, an] to originate all tax bills; and 
they had a power which, in the future history of 
this country, was to be still more important—they 
Should bave to exereise the power to elect the fu- 
ture Presidents of this Republic. Fhis considera- 
tion would always make this House an important 
body, if they did not, by adding to its numbers, 
make it a mob, and destroy its efliciency. Make it 
a numerous bedy,: sd thereby make it unfit for 
discussion and practical legislation, and the people 
would look to the other body—to the stiil more 
efficient branci—for the defence of the people’s 
rights. Iie went for the largest power of this 
House, as contemplated by the Constitution; with 
that purpose he would make it an efficient body; 
and, to secure these objects, he would oppose an 
increase of its numbers. It was a strange spec- 
tacie to see the gentieman from Massachusetts as- 
suming to be the guardian of democratic principles. 
It was, indeed, strange, tha a man who had beer 
entirely opposed to those principles for the last half 
century, should now advceate the largest numbers 
of this House,and denounce the other body as 
aristocratic. I: was, indeed, attended with much 
suspicion. The gentleman well knew that the re- 
salt would be practically to throw all power into 
the hands of the Senate and the Executive; and 
this he would effect under the guise of a specious 
theory. He had heard gentlemen before denounce 
the Senate as aristocratic; but he never expected the 


gentleman from Massachusetts to rise and. teat! 
the youth of this country, and. to. .preach to, the 
Young men of this House and of the nation: 9 
a little too. much tainted with ultraism-—the speci 
doctrine of the aristocracy of the Senate:.He (Mr. 
P.) believed that he who. goes for-true fi -h6 
who goes forthe reputation of. being <a solid. and 
sincere statesman, devoted to the honor and best 
interests of the country, goes for. the Constitution 
as it iṣ, and against every departure from. the Gon- 
stitution; more especially where the Senate is cons 
cerned, which was the result of a compromise 
which made this a Confederacy.. A jis 

The ‘tendency of such appeals to Democracy: as 
they had heard there, was to destroy: the power 
which the Constitution ereated, and to break down 
the barrier which separated State from State; ‘the 
result of which would. be rain and anarchy, and, 
finally, a despotism. : 


Toe gentleman from Massachusetts had sug- 
gested another idea. He would bring the ratio to 
50,000, and retain the principle of a representation 
of fractions. Now he (Mr. Pickens) submitted 
whether this would not give representation’ to a 
fraction of 25,000, which was in direct opposition to 
the provision of the Constitution, which limited the 
minimum ot representation to'30,000? _ But as to 
the other great principle involved in- the bily às 
amended by the Senate—the enlarged ratio of rep- 
resentation—he believed it would increase the power 
and the respect of the House. But he believed 
they could not go more securely to work to destroy 
the character, and influence, and. power of: the. 
House, than to increase its number so as to make 
it practically a useless, imbecile body, under the 
Constitution. : 


Mr. COOPER of Georgia did not rise to enter 
into a discussion of this question, because he was 
under the painful necessity of differing widely 
from his friend [Mr. Pickens] who bad just taken 
his seat. He confessed he agreed, in the main, 
with the principles laid down by the mover of 
the resolution [Mt. Apams;] and he espécially 
agreed wiih him that the time had arrived when 
this Honse ought to make issue with the Senate. 
It had been asked, why was it that the Senate 
had all the dignity belonging to the two Houses? 
And the answer was, becaus: the House had 
all the numbers. This. he did net admit. It 
was because the House was wanting — inself- 
respect, and did not, on proper occasions, xe- ` 
sist the encroachments of the Senate. Let. the 
House but do that, and it would go farther to sus- 
tain its own dignity than if it cut down. one half of 
its numbers. ‘She reason why the House was not 
more dignified was, because its members sat here 
tamely, acting as the passive instruments and 
tools of the aspirants for the Presidency in the 
oiher body. This was the truth, [Mr. C. was 
here called to order.] If he was out of order, 
it was only one of ihe thousands of instances 
that cecurred here on aimost every question; 
aad ferther, it was in replying to the gentleman 
from Souta Carolina that be came to be so. 
He would, however, pass into order. He would 
not adopt the suggestions cf the gentleman from 
South Carolina, tor"various reasons, which he 
would not detain the House to recite. He would 
not adopt the amendments of the Senate, because 
the one proposing to give representation to frac- 
tions was, in his opinion, unconstitutional. With- 
out gciag into an argument on this head, he would 
simply refer gentlemen to the Constitution itself. 
He would not go for the amendment ia chief, under 
discussion, because he believed that its tendency 
would be such as the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts objected to. He believed there was a ma- 
jority in the Honse against some of the prominent 
features of the bill; and if that majority was dis- 
posed to lay it by, they could, in twenty-four hours, 
bring forward another fixing the ratio. [The 
Cuar said that the gentleman was not in order.] 
Well, sir, (said. Mr. C.) Ihave ‘said enough for 
the House to understand me; and I move to lay 
this bill on the table. On this question f call for 
the yeas and nays. 

`The yeas and nays were accordingiy ordered. 


Mr, BOWNE moved a call of the House; and 


“the question on the ‘motion: was decided in the 


‘gffitmative—yeas 101,-nays.72. cee 
“The roll having been. called, it was ascertained 
that-188:niembers afswered to their names. ~~ - 


‘The absentees were then called, when itappeared 


that 196 members were ‘present. 


~ Oa motion by Mi. BIDLACK, all further pro- 


ceedings under the call were dispensed with—ayes ° 


82, noes-54; and i 
“fhe question. was taken on the motion of Mr. 
Cooper of Georgia, to lay the bill on the table, and 
‘decided in the negative—yeas 65, nays 135. 
Mr. HOLMES addressed ‘the House in favor of 
a small ratio of“ representation. He contended 
that'members'in the House would be the best guard- 
ians.to the rights and ‘liberties of the people, and 
the democratic: principle. He thought ‘the ndm- 
bers of the House should not be reduced in an in- 
verse ratio to the numbers of the people. By put- 
ling three or four hundred members. in the House, 
each one would feel himself responsible, as repre- 
senting the interests of the whole country. He 
was unwilling, for the sake of adding respectabil- 
ity, to destroy the efliciency of the deraocratic prin- 
ciple. oe 


Mr. McKAY said he hada few remarks to make 


upon’one point. He thought the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Apams] had taken an extraor- 
dinary position in relation to the Senate. That 
body was.a constituent: branch of the legislative 
department of. the Government.. It had equal rights 
on all subjects brought before the two. Houses. 

He referred to the Yact that in the first Congress 
three bills, apportioning the States, were passed. 
The first was vetoed by General Washington, 
The second failed, owing to a disagreement between 
the two Houses; and it was not until a third bill was 
introduced, that the subject was finally disposed of. 
In 1811 ~12, the third apportionment of the States 
was passed. If the argument adduced here—that a 
high ratio was disadvantageous to the House—was 
true, then the position of the two bodies was re- 
versed now from what it was then. In 1812, the 
House passed a bill fixing the ratio at 37,000. 
What ‘did the Senate—this aristocratic body—do 
then? Did it raise the standard? Then, it was the 
question of the rights of the people, according to 
the argument of the gentleman; for it.brought down 
the ratio to 35,000, and. actually increased the 
number of the House. The House fixed the ratio 
at 37,000, which the Senate reduced to 35,000. 
When the amendment of the Senate came to the 
House for concurrence, it was rejected—ayes 65, 
noes 64—the Speaker voting in the negative, and 
making 65 nays. A conference committee was 
appointed, with Mr, Randolph at its head; bat it 
failed to agree. Shortly afterwards, however, the 
House determined to recede from its disagreement 
to the Senate’s amendment by a vote of 72 to 62. 
Here was an oceasion when the Senate was the 
guardian of democracy. ~ He did concur with 
those who thought the Senate should not interfere 
upon a bill like the present. It hada right, equal 
to that possessed by the Fouse and the President, 
to participate in the legislation upon it. A 

The House of Representatives was, in his opin- 
ion, too ‘large, and should be reduced. At present, 
there were about 4,500 legislators annually in ser- 
vice in thiscountry. There was a legislator for 
every 350 men able to bear arms. He thought 
that enough, and therefore he should vote for a 
large ratio of representation in the House. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD replied to some of the re- 
marks of -the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. 

Apams] He (Mr. U.) had reason to ba demo- 
cratic in his feelings; for he had attained some dis- 
Unclion among his fellow-men, and had. arisen 
from very humble origin. If, however, advocacy 
ofa high ratio was a ground for the charge of aris. 
toeracy, he was liable. Our Government, he maii- 
tained, was founded upon the principie of trusts, 
and the delegation of power to agents. All that 
was required was a sufficient number of Repre- 
sentatives to understand the wishes of the people. 
He thought. that one man might easily ascertain 
the feelings of a very laige number of people. He 
» Referred to the practice in his own Siate, of catechis- 

De the candidates, and drawing out their opinions 
y easing the people onthe stump. An in- 


E he 


i 


telligent. man, he believed, conld represent 200,000 


“persons as wellas 50,000. This was his-democ- 


Tacy, ang: init he had economy. He thought a 
small number would-be sufficient to do all, the busi- 


_ hess, and eyen the minor matters, that came up 


before Congress, ™ = TORN 

After paying a compliment to the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. Apams,] he proceeded to 
‘notice a charge made by that genileman, that he 


had made a movement encroaching on the power of 


the Executive. - : : 
Mr. ADAMS explained. He believed the heart 


_ of the gentleman was as. puré -as possible, but be 


thought he bad mistaken the practical effect of the 
resolution he offered. ‘The gentleman, in bis theo- 
ries, had introduced a resotution which encroached 
on the power of the Executive: He(Mr A.) sup- 
posed the gentleman did not see the chain between 
the precedent and its consequences. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD briefly explained the rea- 
sons for the movement he had made. The Execu- 
tive had sent varions reports to the Hogse, (in re- 
lation to the New York custom-house,) and when 
a motion was made to-print these reports, he 
wished to express the sense of the House: that the 
Executive. had appointed the commission without 
authorify of law. This he thoneht he had aright 
to do, without subjecting himself to the charge of 
encroaching on the powers of the Exezutive. * 

He replied to the argument in relation to the 
right of the Senate to alter the apportionment bill, 
and the charge that the Senate was composed too 
much of Presidential aspirants, who wished to or- 
ganize the House so as to suit their purpcses. If 
such was the fac’, he thought they would have 
found it better policy to have made a large House, 
which would be more powerful in seconding’ their 
aspirations. The House might now agree or disa- 
gree to the amendment of the Senate; but he 
thought, in case of a disagreement, the House 
wonld probably go to the wall, 

Mr. BOWNE said that he would not deny the 
power of the Senate to differ with the House upon 
any subject which it should send to them. hat 
body was indubitably a co-ordinate branch of the 
Government, and had as much power in relation to 
the subject under discussion as had the House, But 
he wouid submit to the House whether there were 
not subjects upon which, out of common courtesy 
at least, the Senate should defer to the expressed 
opinions and wishes of the House; and more espe- 
cially upon the question then under considera‘io.n 
Oa subjects relating to the constitution of this body, 
we (said Mr. B.,) are the immediate Represent- 
atives of the people, ard recently elected and sent 
here for the purpose of reflecting back their will; 
and I would submit to gentlemen whether we are 
not at least supposed to understand more di- 
rectly the wants and wishes of the people, than 
the members of the Senate. He would re- 
mark again, in relation to the organization of 
the House, that its members were the immediate 
representatives of the people themselves, while the 
members of the Senate were the representatives of 
the Sta'es.. Now, while this bill was under discuz- 
sion, the very ratio which the Senate has adopted 
was rejected by a large majority. The Represent- 
atives of the people have said to the Senate: The 
people do not want a ratio of 70,600; they want a 
ratio of 50 009, orthereabeuts. Again: other amend- 
men's were proposed by the Senate—ore of which 
(that for the representation of fractions) was pro- 
posed, he believed, by the gentleman from Vermont, 
[Mr. Everery,] and voted down. f 

[Mr. Eveaerr here made some remark, which 
the reporter could not hear.) i 

At any rate, (Mr. B. continued,) this Hause 
has said, by. fixing upon a ratio of fifty thou- 
cand, tbat such was the ratio of represen- 
tation that the people desired. Now, he sub- 
mitted again whether it would not have been at 
least “courteous on the part-of the Senate to have 
deferred to the judgment of the House, in a mat. 
ter affecting its own organization, and not to have 
inserted a ratio that was so deliberately rejected. 
But, above all, if they intended to disagree with the 
House, they might have done it ina courteous 
manner. Hə submitted that there was no neces- 
sity for this House to be told that they were not to 


be enlarged, because they were a disorderly inef- 
ficient body; that they were growing into disrepute 
with the public; and to lecture them as ifthey were a 
set of schoolboys, coming here to learn the first 
rudiments of political science. For one, he would 
have been disposed to have so far yielded as to put 
the ratio up to 60,000, if it had not been for the 
manner in which the other body treated the House on 
this occasion. Now, he would say to the gentle. 
man. Massachusetts, and the gentleman from Ma- 
-tyland, that be would adhere to the last moment 
tò. the ratio fixed’ by the House. Again: it was 
avowed in the Senate thatit would not do to amend 
another section of the bill, because it would not be 
safe to trust it back to the House amended. 

They could (said Mr. B.) reject our bill when it 
suited them—they could insert a ratio to suit them- 
selves, without regarding the feelings and opinions 
of the House; but when an important principle is 
to be discussed, then this House must not be trusted 
with an amendment, We have. been told, (said 
Mr, B ) that this House is disorderly. He agreed 
with the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Jounson] 
that, generally speaking, the House was a very or- 
derly body; but that, now and then, there might be 
occasions in which something like confusion and 
tumult might be seen. But reducing the size of the 
body would not mend the matter; reduce it to as 
low a number asa‘hundred, the same scenes would 
oceasionaliy cecur. ‘So long. as human nature re- 
mained, members would, sométimes, in the heat 
and excitement of debate, incautiously give 
vent to expressions which were harsh and im. 
proper; but this’ would be only’ momentary, and 
a little time for reflection would restore them to a 
sense of- propriety. The House did not deserve 
the imputations that had been cast upon it in. the : 
public journals, and in the late discussions in the 
Senate. Now, as to the ratio of representation. His 
friend from Kentucky [Mr. Uxperwoop] thought 
that one individual could just as well represent 
200,000 men, as one individual. The gentleman 
Went on the ground, that the Representative is the 
agent of his constituents, and it mattered not how 
many principals there were. Now, (said Mr. B.) 
the principle lies here : We represent the people 
themselves; and, on the principles’ of democracy, 
the nearer you approach the great: mass of the peo- 

' ple, the more you carry out these principles. Take 
the case as stated by the gentleman himself. He 
represents 50,000 constituents; and, living ina 
small district, he is acquainted with nearly every 
individual of them, and knows their business and 
their wants, Not so when he becomes the Repre- 
sentative of a constituency spread over a hundred 
miles square, not one half of whom, when they go 
to the polls to vote for him, know him, except as 
the candidate mentioned in the newspapers. The 
gentleman said that in Kentucky the candidates 
not only addressed the people at ihe polls, but sub- 
mitted to be catechised by them. He admitted 
that,in Kentucky, the people might become ac- 
quainted with their Representative ; but it could 
not be done in New York, for there the business of 
stumping was not known, andthe man who weuld 
attempt it for electioneering purposes would be sent 
off with a flea in hisear. The people would say, 
“We don’t go for men who go about begging for 
our suffrages; we vote for modest, deserviog men.” 
So, the principle that works well in Kentucky, does 
not work in New York. Mr. B. concluded by a 
few more observations, recapitulating his cbjec- 
tions to the amendments of the Senate. > ` 
„Mr. ARNOLD said, inasmuch as an important 
bill had been laid aside for this bill, he moved the 
previous question. : 

This motion was carried; but, 
lion, “Shall the main question be 
propcunded to the Horse- 

Mr. J. T. MASON moved an adjournment. 

This motion was taken by tellers; who reported 
78 in the affirmative, and 97 in the negative. 

So the motion for an adjournment was rejected. 

Mr. RHETT called for the yeas and nays on 
the question, ‘Shall the main question be now put?” 
but they were not ordered. P 

The House ordered the main question tobe put. 


before the ques. 
now pul?” was 


The question recurred upon the motion to con- 
cur with the Senate in their first amendment; ig- 


creasing the ratio from 50,179 to. 70,680, 
sulted: in the 
lows: E i 
` YBAS—Messrs. Allen, Landaff W. Andrews, Sherlock J. 
Andrews, Appleton, Baruard, Barton, Beeson, Bidiack, Birdseye, 
Black, Aaron. V. Brown, . Milton Brown, J. Brown, William 
Butler, Patrick C. Caldwell, John Campbell, Tho. J. Campbell, 
Casey, Chapman, Childs, John C, Clark, Staley N, Clarke, 
Coles; Cravens, Cross, Daniel, Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, 
Thomas F. Foster, Gamble, Gerry, Gilmer, Goggin, Patrick 
G: Goode, Granger, Gustine, Gwin, Hall, Halsted, Hopkins, 
Houston, Howard, Hunter, Hunt, James: Irvin, Jack, James, 
Cave Johnson, 
Mason, John Thomson Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, 
Miller, Mitchell, Moore, Morgan, Morrow, Parmenter, Pickens, 
Powell, Randolph, Read, Rencher, 
sell, James M. Russell, Saltonstall, Sauadets, Shepperd, Slade, 
Truman Smith, Sprigg, John T. Stuart, Taliaferro, John B. 
Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Trum- 
bull, Turney, Underwood, Wallace, Warren, Washington, 
Watterson, Westbrook, E. D. White, Thomas W. Williams, 
Wise, and Augustus Young—95, 

NAYS—Messrs. ‘Adams, Arnold, Atherton, Aycrigg, Baker, 
Blair, Boardman, Botts, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Briggs, 
‘Brockway, Bronson, Charles Brown, Burke, Burnell, William 
O. Butler; Green W. Caldwell, Caltioun, m. B., Campbell, 
Caruthers, Chittenden, Clifford, Clinton, James Cooper, Mark 
A: Cooper. Cowen, Cranston, Cushing, Garrett Davis, Richard 
D. Davis, Dawson, Dean, Deberry, Doan, Doig, Eastman, John 
Edwards, John C. Edwards, Egbert, Forris, John G. Floyd, 
Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, A. Lawrence Foster, Gentry, 
Giddings, Willian O. Goode, Gordon, Graham, Habersham, 
Harris, John Hastings, Hays, Holmes, Houck, Hubard, Hud- 
son, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, William W. 
Irwin, Wm. Cost Johnson, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, John P. 
Kennedy, King, Linn, Littlefield, Lowell, Abraham McClellan, 
RobertMcClellan, McKennan, McKeon, Alfred Marshall, May- 
nard, Medill, Newhard, Osborne, Owsley, Patridge, Payne, 
Pendleton, Plumer, Pope, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, Alexan- 
der Randall, Reding, Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, Rodney, Rogers, 
Roosevelt, Shaw, Shields, Simonton, Snyder, Starly, Steenrod, 
Stratton, Summers, Sumter, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomtinson, 
Triplett, Weller, Joseph L. White, Jas, W. Williams, Wood, 
Yorke, and John Young—112. 

‘The question next recurred upon the motion 
to concur with the Senate in their second amend- 
ment, giving an additional Representative to frac- 
tions over and above one moiety of the ratio. 

_ Mr. SPRIGG objected to the amendment, chiefly 
on the ground that most of the fractions belonged 
to the large States. 

Considerable confusion pervaded the Hal at this 
moment; many gentlemen contending that it was 
out of order to debate the amendment, since the 
previous question had been sustained. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON asked for the reading 
of Washington’s veto message upon the first appor- 
tionment bill. d i 

Mr. STANLY raised the question of order, and 
inquired whether the previous question did not apply 
to the second amendment of the Senate, as well as 
the. first. 

The SPEAKER was understood to. answer that 
the` second amendment was a separate question; 
and, therefore, debatable. oe : 

Mr. SPRIGG expressed. his willingness to yield 


the floor, and not to speak upon the question. 


Mr. BOTT'S moved an adjournment, but with- 
drew the motion. 

After a few remarks from Mr. CAMPBELL of 
South Carolina, in answer to the argument that the 
objections urged by President Washington to the 
fractional feature of the first apporticnment bill, 
applied with equal force to the present biil. 

Mr. BOTTS renewed his motion that the House 
adjourn; stating, at the same time, that he would, 
on to-morrow, move a reconsideration of the vote 
by which the resolution in relation to the adoption 
of the previous question in Committee of the 
Whole, submitted by the gentleman from Ohio, 
[Mr. Penpieton,] had been laid on the table. 

The House then adjourned at half-past four 
o'clock, 


í nd re- 
negative—yeas 95, nays 112, as fol- 


IN SENATE, 
TUESDAY, June 14, 1842. 

Mr. BATES, from the Committee on Pensions, 
made an adverse report on the petition of Elijah 
Sanborn for a pension; which was ordered to be 
printed. 2 i 

Mr. B., also, from the same committee, to which 
had been referred House bill for the relief of Mary 
Wolfe, reported the same back, with a recommend- 
ation that it do not pass. 

Mr.” LINN presented the petition of Shelton 
Smith, asking that the purchase-money paid to 
the Government for land improperly entered may 
be-Yeturned to him, or that he may be granted the 


John W. Jones, Lane, Lewis, McKay, Samson . 


Ridgway, William Rus-. 


a 


NGRESSIONAL GLOBE: 


i cast 


referred: to the Committee ch Public Lands 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to which had been referred Senate bill 
to regulate appeals and writs of error from the 


district court of the United States for the north- 
| ern district of Alabama, reported the same back 


without amendment. i : : 
_ Mr. CONRAD submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which lies on the table till to morrow: 


“Resolved, That the President be requested to communicate 
t9 the Senate, 
public imerest, what measures, if any, have been taken toou- 
tain the recognition, by the Mexican Government, of such 
claims of American citizens as were laid before the late jo 
commission, but were not acted upon by it, and the satisfaction 
of such claims as were admitted by said commission; also, 
whether any facts have come to his knowledge, calculated to 
induce a belief that any claims have been rejected in conss- 
quence of the evidence thereof having been withheld by the 
Mexican Government, its officers or agents. 


Mr, KERR presented a petition frora Captain. 


Thomas Quantrill, praying for arrears of pension 
for wounds received in the late war: referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
FLORIDA ARMED OCCUPATION AND 
SETTLEMENT BILL., ” , 
On motion of Mr. BENTON, the Senate took ap, 
as in committee of the whole, the. bill to provide 
for the armed occtipation and setilement of the un- 
settled part of the peninsula of East Florida. 
Mr. McROBERTS moved to amend the bill [as 
published yesterday] by adding the following pro- 


viso, to come in at the end of the second condition - 


of settlement, viz: 


Provided, That the armshereby allowed shall only be given to 
young men under the age of twenty-one years, and shall not be 
sold er disposed of by them during the term of five years, nor 
subject to be taken in execution; and, if lost or destroyed, shall 
be replaced immediately by the settler, athis own exp-nse, 


Mr. BENTON, as he was understood, expressed 
himself favorably of the amendment, which he 
conceived was sanctioned by the principles of the 
bill. 

The question was then taken on the amendment, 
and it was agreed to. 

Mr. SMITH moved to amend the bill, by add- 
ing the following, to come in at the end of the 
fourth condition of settlement, viz: 

And when two or more persons may have settled on the same 
quarter section before the land shall have been surveyed, the 
same shall be divided between them, and the deficiency made up 
to each, out of contiguous, vacant land; but no wilful intruder 
upon the known claim of another shall be entitled to any 
benefit under this act; and in all cases of settlement on sur- 
veyed lands, the first settler shall be entitled to preference in 
the entry. [And should any part of section sixteen (which is re- 
served from the operation of this act) be selected by any set- 
tler, it shall be lawful for him, so soon as the same may be as- 
certained by the surveys, to locate a like quantity of any other 
vacant land, lying south of said township, in ‘lien thereof] 
And in all cases of claims for bounty lands under the provi. 
sions of this act, it shall be the duty of the persons claiming the 
same, within six months after the expiration of the one year 
allowed for settlement of the lands shall have been surveyed, if 
not, withinsix months next after they shall have been surveyed, 
to file, with the register of the proper land office, a writien 
statement specifying the particular land claimed by such set- 
tler. 


Mr, LUNN did not know that he understood the 
amendment of the Senator from Indiana (Mr. 
Sarx.] But, if it was for the purpose of protect- 
ing the inhabitants of a township uereafter in their 
right to a school section, he would suggest to him 
if it would not be better to protect the actual set- 
tler—the pioneer in the setilement of this danger- 
ous country; and, whatever of advantage there 
was, to give it to him, rather than to the township, 
county, or whatever it might be. The great object, 
be (Mr. L.) conceived, was, first, the settlement 
of this country, and afterwards the education of 
the inhabitants. He would put it to that Sen- 
ator whether it would be just and right to hold 
out these inducements to settlement, and after- 
wards, if, by the survey of the county, the six- 
teeenth sestions should fall on the portion which 
may have been occupied by one of the settlers, 10 
eject him therefrom, and to deprive him of the im- 
provements which he may have made thereon. 
He thought such a course would be unjust in the 
extreme. He believed it would be of equal benefit 
to the township to give the right of selection ofanoth- 
er section, if, by chance, the sixteenth sections 
may have been pre-sceupied by the settler. If it 
was not better, it would, at least, be more just and 
humane, He therefore hoped the Senator would 
not insist on his amendment. 


ptivilege of entering another tract in- lieu. thereof: - 


so faras he may deem it compatible with the 3! 


|. Ment just submitted by 


_ Mr. McROBERTS ‘said he had prepa 
amendment, before hë- was “aware of the ame 
d by the Senator from ‘India 
which he read, as follows: 9) o 8 250°": : 
“And where settlement, by the erection of a dwelling, or ihe 
cultivation of any portion thereof, shall be made upon the si 
teenth section before the same-shall be surveyed, then, 
that case, other lands shal! be selected by the United $ 
lieu of said section sixteen, or “such part. thereof as i 
. Claimed under this act.” : see 


Mr. McR. moved toamend theamendment 


of Mr. 


Smita, by striking out the sentence” which is in 


brackets, commencing with the word “and,” and. 
ending wiih the word “thereof,” for the purpose of 


i: inserting the above. ` ; 


Mr. McR, said that the principle of this -amend-. 
ment was carried ont in the operation ofthe 
_Jand laws as they now exist. The practice’ was con- 
-< Stantly going on in the land districts in all parts of the 
United States. He had selecied thousands of acres 
himself under it. The townships, he said, could 
not be the losers by this privilege of selecting other 
lands in lieu of the 16th sections, which may have 
been taken under the circumstances, by a settler, 
because the Government officers who have to‘make 
the selections takecare always to select the best 
lands for the use of the township, But the: indi- 
vidual who might happen .{o select. the 16:h,Sec- 
tion, and bestow a great deal of Jabor on it, and 
imprové the same, would lose a great deal if he 
should afterwards be deprived of it. Mr. B. said 
he would further remark, that, in nine cases out of 
ten, the townships would ‘benefit by the privilege 
of selecting other lands in lieu of the 16 h sections. 
The surveys of these Florida lands would not, in 
all probability, be made in three or four years; and 
if,after that time, the setler weuld be obliged to 
leave his Jands and improvements, it would be a 
great hardship. The Government would not pay 
them for the improvements; for she would be the 
loser thereby. He believed that it would be- right 
and just, and much better, under: all the circums 
stances, that the settler should be permitted to fe~ 
main on whatever lands he may have selected. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana was well satisfied that 
this bill should not be viewed in the ligat, simply, 
as a military settlement; for that matter would be 
but temporary. It shou'd be placed on the same 
grounds.as the general legislation on the subject of 
the public lands. They ought not to act as if à 
permanent military settlement was contemplated, 
but as if the lands were disposed of for agricultural 
purposes, as in ordinary, cases of pre-emption rights, 
If the amendment.was adopted, the school sections 
would bg preserved to the townships; but the very 
moment that Congress pursued.a different policy, 
it would at once defeat the great objects of grant- 
ing theschool sections. He was for leaving this settle- 
ment to be governed, as in all other cases of- per- 
manent settlement. He felt it to be his duty, from 
his position as chairman of the Public Land Com- 
mittee, to make an interest for the civil settlement 
of the Territory of Florida in the future, as well as 
for military purposes now. He hoped the amand- 
ment of the Senator from Ilinois [ Ur. MeRozerrs] 
would not be adopted, and thus give individuals an 
opportunity to violate the rights cf the townships. 

Mr. LINN regretted to hear the Senator from 
Indiana say that he had presented’ this amend- 
ment after mature consideration of the sub- 
ject. He (Mr. L) took it for granted that no 
townzhip, or any portion of the people of a town- 
ship, would wish to deprive the settler of the benefit 
of his labor, and appropriate it to school purposes. 
Sach, he contended, would be the effect, if the 
amendment of the Senator from Ulinois was not 
adopted. Mr. L. did not thick this war would termi- 
nate in as short a time as the Senator. from Indiana 
seemed to suppose. Fie sincerely wished it would. 
The Secretary of War had iuformed the Senate 
that the war was at an end; but these savages paid 
very little attention to’ the dicta of the Secretary. of 
War. And, in all likelihood, from the very nature 
of the contest, the probabilities are that the war is 
notso near an endas it was’when the Indians 
were more numerous; for then they were in bodies, 
and could be easily discovered; but now they are 


remotely scattered, and select their opportunities 
to commit. their barbarities, without detection. 
They ate operaling in such a manner now, that 


veffeeiual). They are now few and scattered, and. 


hunt out their victims; and the only way. to defeat 


and conquet them is to: send, men. there who are as” 
good at. hunting the Indians, as the Indians are in 


hunting up their defenceless victims. i 
Messrs. EINN; WALKER; KING, and. BEN- 


‘ihe. objects of the’ bill would: be defeated, if-the 
‘Senate failed to adopt the amendment of tae Sen- 
‘ator from’ Illinois... They maintained that persons 
“would not settle there if, after snch settlement, and 
“after bestowing. great. labor on their lands, they 
were liable to be ejected because they should have 
‘the misfortune to occupy- a portion of the 16th sec- 
tion. They showed the advantages which would 


result. to. the townships by-giving them the right to- 


select lands in-liew of the i6ih sections; and the 
-_gteat.injury which, on the oiher hind, would re- 
-sült to the settler if he should’ be deprived of his 
improvements; and:showed.that, in all prcbability, 
the surveys of. the lands, from the nature of this 
country, would: not take place for many years—? 
during all which time the title of the settlers to 
their land would be held in doubt; which would 
beget a system of gambling in rights of settlement, 
and tend to retard the improvement ef the country. 
Mr: Waker maintained that, if the amendment 
-wag nor adopted; the bill ought to be called a bill 
for the discouragement of settlements in Florida. 
Mr. BERRIEN suggested to the Senator from 
Illinois:to modify bis amendment, by inserting after 
the, word “settlement” the words “actual cultiva- 
‘tion. : $ . 
uo Mr. McROBERTS, to meet the above sugges- 
tion, inserted the words, “by the erection of a 
dwelling, or the cultivation of any portion there- 


Add ri ay 

Mr. SMITH suggested that, for the purpose of 
meeting the suggestiors of the Senator from Geor. 
gia, it would be necessary to make it read “by the 
erec'ion of a dwelling and the cultivation,” &c. 

Mr. SMITH demanded the yeas and nays on 
the adoption of the amendment to the amendment, 
which were ordered; and the quesiion being taken, 
it resulted in the affirmative as follows—yeas 31, 
nays 10: ; 

YEAS—Messrs, Allen, Archer, Bagby, Barrow, Benton, 
Berrien, Buchanan, Conrad, Crafts, Cuthbert, Fulton, Graham, 
“Henderson, King, Linn, McRoberts, Mangum, Porter, Preston, 
Revier, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, vallmadge, ‘Tappan, 
Bee ie Whita; Wucox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and 

NAYS Messrs. Bates, Clayton, Evans, Huntington, Miller, 
Morehead; Phelps, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, and Wood- 
bridge—10. 

.Vhe question recurring on the amendment of 
_Mr. Suir as amended, it was pul; and tke amend- 
ment was agreed to withoul a count. 

_Mr. SMITH of Indiana moved further to amend 
the bill, by.inserting, in the 4ih line of the bill, 
after the words. ‘young men,” the words ‘over 
18 years of age,” so as to exclude all under that 
age from the benefits of the bounty held ont. He 
thought that they should not entice boys away 
from their parenta. ` ; 

Mr. BENTON said the capacity to carry. arms 
did not always depend upon the age. Young men 
at 15 or 16 years were, sometimés, as capible of 
bearing arms as others at the age of manhood. 
He wished the Senator would modify his amend- 
ment to 17 years, 

Mr. SMITH said the age of 18 was the age at 
which young men were mustered into the miliiia, 
and thought that they should cucerve that principle 
in this bill; and he could not, therefore, accede to 
the wishes of the Senator from Missouri. 

The question was then taken on the amendment; 
and it was agrecd to on a count, by ayes 23, noes 
not counted. 

The bill was further amended, at the suggestion 
of Mr. SMITH, by inserting the word “consecu- 
tive” inthe 10:h line, so as to require a setilement 

of five consecative years, to entitle setilers to the 
bonnty. 

Mr. SMITH said he had now two amendments 
to propose to the bill, which would test its strength. 

Whe one was to strike out the provision to allow 
„arms. to. settlers, and the other to allow rations. 
aid the object of the biji was to settle the 
; by giving one quarter section of land, asa 


‘regular military forces against them. would be in 


‘ON; made’ some’ further’ remarks, showing that- 


bounty, to individuals who- would defend it; which 


-give all of them. arms, than 


he considered ample.. Te thought it better to sirike 


it out entirely, and leave the -setilers to fornish 


themselves with arms. He would rather vote to` 


who are above 21... ~ - 


. Mr. BENTON opposed this amendment. He 


‘yemindéd the Senator that, by-the laws of the Jand, ` 


a minor was not entitied to carry arms, 


Mr. CONRAD moved to amend the amendment, 
so as to strike out the allowance of “ arnmunition ”- 


to. the settlers; which was agreed.to. et 
Tre question now recurring on that portion of 
the amendment of Mr: Smits, as amended, to 
strike from: the bil! providing ‘‘thatarms.and am 
munition will be furnished the settlers -by the 
United States, in cases where the „settler shall not 
be able to furnish them himself.” te 
Mr. PRESTON advocated ihe adcption of this 
amendment, on the ground that the furnishing of 
arms would be a great expense to the United 
States; and that the arms, such as would be fur- 
nished, would not suit the purposes of the settlers 
so well as the long rifle, which, no doubt, every 


‘settler would be willing to provide himself with at 


his own expense. 

Mr. LINN opposed the amendment, and pointed 
out the propriety of furnishing arms to such-of the 
settlers as were not able to purchase them; many 
of whom, no doubt, would be debarred from going 
if it was not done. 

Mr. ALLEN spoke at. some fength in favor of 
furnishing arms to the settlers. He was in favor of 
furnishing all of them arms, even to the children— 
females, as well as males—who often, in the absence 
of théir father, were compelled to defend, as they 
have in early settlements elsewhere defended, the 
stockade against the savage. He said that there 
were at least 500,000 stand of arms in the United 
States, distributed among the Siates and belong- 
ing to the Government, which were rusting 
and becoming worthless for the want of use. 
He was, therefore, in favor of distributing a 
portion to those settlers, which would not in fact 
incur any expense to the Government. He then 
spoke of the importance of the passage of the bill, 
which he maintained, if it had been done when the 
bill was before the Senaie several years ago, would 
have saved the Government at least 20,000,000 of 
dollars. 

The question was then taken on this amendment 
of Mr. Smita, and it was lost withoút a count. ` 

The questien then recurred on the next amend- 
ment of Mr. Smita, proposing to sirike out the 
words: 

“ Rations, excopt the small parts thereof, will be furnished 


for one year to such settlers as may apply for the same, deliver- 
able from time to time, in advance, at the nearest military 


the value of ihe ration, he would not be so much 
oppesed to it. Butas. it was, they would have to 
keep up the commissary depariinent there, subject to 
all the frauds to which the regular service was 
liable. ž 

Mr. BENTON showed that this bill did not pro- 
pose the ordinary ration, but merely the lighter 
parts of the ration, which would cost but little, and 
was but for one year, and only intended to cover the 
time to the raising of the first crop. -He showed 
aiso that no abuses could grow out of it. 

The question was thea taken on the amend- 
ment, and it was disagreed to without 2 count. 

There being no further amendment, the bill was 
reported to the Senate. 

Mr. WOODBURY suggested that, as the object 
ef the bill was to have a rapid and early settle- 
meni, it might be proper to increase the bounty. to 
those who seitle within the first six months after its 
passage, fo a quarier or half-section meré. 

But the suggestion not being yielded to 

The bill was ordered to be effgrossed fof a third 
reading. & s 

Engrossed bi:l providing for the settlement of the 
accounts of Si'as Deane was read thefthird time, 
and passed. a 

THE NAVY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, ‘chairman of the 
Committee on Fiaance, the Hole bill No. 76, 
making appropriations for the naval service for the 


to. vote for those only - 


aes ae CR ET RD, 


ost”? i 3 
Mr. SMITH said, if the proposition wasto grant 


year 1842; w. 
whole. -` 


as taken up, as in committee of the 
The first amendment recommended by the Com- 


mittee en Finance was, to strike out the proviso in 


the first page of the bill, from line nine to line six- 


teen, inclusive, which reads as follows: 


“Provided, That, till otherwise ordered by Congress, no 


` part of. this, or any future or existing appropriation, shail be 


applied to the. payment of any officers in the navy. appointed 
after this date, beyond'the number.in each gradeon the Ist day 


- of January, 1841; and that the.excess now in: the service beyond 


that: number skall- bexeduced as fast as deaths, resignations, 
and promotions. will admit.” : : 

The question coming up on adopting this amend- 
ment, ~ i ; : ; 
_Mr. WILLIAMS observed that, being a mem- 
ber of the Committee cu Navat Affairs; it devoived 
upon him to state the views of the minority of that 
committee on this subject. He was- opposed. to the 
proposition to-strike out this -proviso, snd ‘he 
wished, therefore, to know from hs collesgue what 
reason he had to assign for the recommendation, | 

. Mr. EVANS said it-was not his intention to pro- 

crastinate the: pessage of this bill for a single mo. 
ment; for, if it were necessary, he could exhibit to 
the Senate urgent and weighty reasons fcr its spee- 
dy enactment; he should, therefore, abstain from 
discussion, unless Senators were determined that 
discussion should take place. But, with regard to 
the proposed amendment, he would state the rea- 
sons which had influenced the Committee on Finance, 
to whom - the bill had been referred. The amend- 
ment was proposediat the recommendation of the 
Commitice on Naval Affairs, to whom that partic- 
ular part of the subject more properly belonged, 
and to whom the-consideration of the proposition 
was submitted. ‘The commitiee. had recommend- 
ed the proposition, in the first place, because. they 
deemed the provision inappropriate to te inserted 
in an appropriation bill.. It was in the wrong 
place. It proposed legislation, and importantlegisla- 
tion, in respect to the organization of the navy; 
and it was connected with an appropriation bill, 
intended for the support of the navy for the present 
year. That was the objection. If it were desira- 
ble to reduce the navy, or to introduce any changes 
or modifications whatever, they, in the judgment of 
the Committee on Finance, should stand upon their 
own merits, and. be brought forward as an inde- 
pendent measure, upon the recommendation of. the 
appropriate committee, or of those parties whose 
business it was to investigate these. matters. 


The proviso which it was recommended should 
be stricken out enacts: i 
_ “That fo part of. this, or any future or existing appropria- 
tion, shall be applied to the payment of any officers inthe navy 
appointed after this date, beyond the number in each grade on 
the first day of January, 1841; and that the excess now in the 
service beyond that number shall be reduced as fast as deaths, 
Tesignations, and promotions will pei mit.” 

It seemed, therefore, that the bill proposed to 
define and. limit the number of the officers in the 
naval service, and to declare the numbers which 
ought hereafier to be contjnued in that: service. 
Now, what evidence: was. there that the number 
of officers-in commission on the Ist of January, 
1841, was the number which the service of the 
country required? Who examined the subject? 
Wio recommended the ecacimen:?. The matter 
had never been examined or investigated by the 
proper authorities, There had been no report 
from the Navy Commissioners; but the provision 
came to them iñ. an appropriation bill from: the 
House of Representatives; and he was of opinion, 
therefore, that it was altogether incorrect and im- 
proper—not having been recommended by ‘those 
whose particular duties calied upon them to turn 
their attent:on to the subject, — 

There was also another reason, and one which 
seemed conclusive. The Senate -had passed its 
judgment upon this matter, and had made a con- 
siderable enlargement in the naval service. The 
Senate, upon due deliberation, had consented to a 
certain amount of promotions; and they had. done 
so, unques'ionably, vpon the idea that it was ne- 
cessary for the interests of the country that such 
advancement should be made. But this bill as- 
sumed that all this was unnecessary and irregular; 
and proposed to undo all that had been done, and 
deliberately done, with the advice and concurrence 
of this very body at its last session; and. to reduce 
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‘the number of officers in commission in the naval 
service, to what it was on the Ist of January, 

1841. Well, now, (continued Mr. Evans,) as the 
Senate decided that this enlargement was neces- 
sary, the commitiee tock this as good evidence 
that it was necessary, and that it would be exceed- 
ingly improper to undo what they had, in the exer- 
cise of their deliberate judgment, thus done. 


If it were proper for him to speak in terms of 
condemnation of a proposition emanating from the 
House, he would show the exceeding impropriety, 
inexpediency, and impolicy of this proyision in 
itself. . Why, what was it? It assumed to fix the 
number of officers of the navy in the various 
grades, which number should not hereafter be in- 
creased. It was altering a long-established and 

„existing law relating to the naval service, by which 
the number of officers in commission, and seamen, 
is left to the control of the commander-in-chief, It 
proposed to change a long-existing state of the Jaw 
in reference to the regulation of the naval service, 
and, as he conceived, without any apparent or ade- 
quate necessity for doing so. He thought that, 
instead of being called upon by the gentlemen on 
the other side to show why this provision should be 
stricken out, the gentlemen themselves should be 
‘compelled to show why there had been inserted a 
‘provision so variant from all that had heretofore 
existed. Some reason, some satisfactory reason, 
‘ought to be assigned. ft was acharge in the naval 
service, the tll consequences of which were greatly 

_ to be apprehended. What would be its effect, 
especially upon the junior officers of the service? It 
would effectually and absolutely stop all promotion, 
at least during the lives of the present officers. It 
was a maiter of doubt whether there was one so 
young that he would live to see the time when the 
opportunity for promotion would be afforded him. 
By operation of this provision, before another cap- 
tain could be appointed, thirteen must be got rid of. 
Forty-one commanders must be disposed of, before 
there could bean appointment to the rank of com- 
mander. Why, it would take some forty years. 
And .as to the lieutenants, many of them had been 
in that rank in the service for twenty-five or thirty 
years; and they would be compelled to remain 
lieutenants for twenty-five or thirty years longer, 
provided they lived so long, before they would have 
a chance of promotion. The effect of such a bill 
upon the naval service must be disastrous in the 
extreme, 


These were the reasons which had induced the 
committee to come to the conclusion to which they 
had come—that this proviso ought to be stricken 
out. The committee believed that that which had 
so long existed, might safely and properly be pre- 
served; that it was more proper to conform to the 
established law and to existing usages, than to 
adopt this novel method of attempting, in an ap- 
propriation bill, to legislate upon so important, 
delicate, and difficult a subject as that of regulat- 
ing the naval branch of the service of this country, 
by what, in his opinion, was a most crude and 
undigested legislation, suddenly brought up, as it 
was, in an appropriation bill. 
general principles on which the committee had 
recommended that this proviso be stricken out; 
and he thought, as he had before remarked, that it 
was incumbent upon gentlemen on the other side 
‘to show why it had been inseried. 


Mr. WILLIAMS remarked that his colleague 
had not yet satisfied him that there was any suf- 
ficient reason for striking out this proviso. The 
increase of naval officers had already been greatly 
beyond the increase of the navy itself. For the 
purpose of showing this, he would read a table 
which he “had drawn up, of the increase of both 
‘since 1820; The following was the table he read 

: fem: = 


These were the | 


1820. < 1830.. 1840. „1842. 
34 37 54 68 


“Captains : 
22 39 -52 96 


Commanders . 


Lieutenants 202. 258 286 328 
Surgeons Aq 39 59 69 
Surgeon’s mates 34 58 65 66 
Parsers z 


Chaplains . 
Passed midshipmen 
Midshipmen . 
Sailingmasters 


O r 
o 
n 
© 


Boatswains . 19 18 32 32 
Gunners . 22 .20 36 4l 
Carpenters . 17 16 25 36 
Sailmakers à 12 16 25 33 
Master’s mates 4 0 0 4 
Professors 3 0 0 16 22 


Teachers 7 » 0 0 2 3 
The number of captains has more than doubled 
from 1820 to 1841; and the number of command- 
ers has more than quadrupled. 
The number of ships for the same 


periods was 
as follows: ` 


1820. 1830. 1840. 1841. 1842, 

Ships of the line . 4 1 4 4 5 
Frigates—firstclass. 5 4 4 3 7 
Do. seeondclass. 5 2 1 2 2 
Razee . . 0 0 l 0 1 
Sloops è - 12 12 17 13 18 
Schooners . 13 6 4 8 19 
Brigs . - 12 0 2 4 4 
Steamers . . 0 0 1 3 4 
Bomb vessels - 2 0 0 0 0 
Barges 4 . 31 0 0 0 0 
Ganboats . - 0 0 0 0 0 
Galleys. . 0 0 3 0 3 
Storeships . - 0 0 0 0 0 


So that it appears, with the same number of 
navy-yards, naval stations, and vessels, as now, 
the service in 1820 required only half the number 
of captains, a quarter the number of commanders, 
and a proportionately less number of lieutenants, 
midshipmen, &c. The increase was so rapid last 
year, thatif the same rate was to be encouraged 
this year, it would happen that men promoted but 
a year ago from lieutenants to commanders, would 
have to be made captains, without having served 
two years as commanders; and so with regard to 
other ranks. 

It would be found that there are 16 captains 
commanding vessels at sea, 18 employed on shore— 
making 34. There are 3 on leave, and 1 sus- 
pended. So that, out of 68 now in commission, 
there is employment for only 34. With respect to 
commanders, the case is still more striking. Till 
January, 1841, they never exceeded 55; but since 
that, they have been increased to 96. Of these, 22 
were on duty at home, and 22 on duty at sea. It 
appears that there are some new duties now as- 
signed to commanders: he stated them—such as 
the charge of rendezvous stations, &c. But how 
far there was any necessity for these establishments, 
was a question of consideration for the Senate. 

He contended that, if all the officers were effi- 
cient officers, the same number in commission on 
the Ist of January, 1841, would be quite enough 
for the naval service. Tnat number was—of cap- 
tains 55, commanders 55, and lieuteaants 288. In 
the grade of captains, the service ought to have 
efficient officers; and if any were in commission 
not efficient, they ought to be put on furlough; so 
thatallin commission, for actual service, would 
be efficient. In that case, the old number (55) 
would be quite enough for the service; but he was 
ready to admit that, according to the present. sys- 
tem, the number woul! not be safficient. But, 
ineluding the Navy Commissioners, 18 captains are 
now employed on shore. It was all right and 
proper that the officers should have occasional 
respite and recreation; but the moment that bound 
is passed, the service is injured by suffering the 


officers to remain so iong on shore; for when an 


officer is employed three years on shore,it isa. 
. || proof that he is no longer wanted at sea. 


If from three to six. months were alloWed-dn re« 
turn from foreign stations, it would bé found quite 
safficient, and not inconsistent with practicaleffi« 
ciency. There can be no necessity for such a nüm- 
ber of officers as to admit of half beinyarsea, and 
the other balf on: land. -Such was: not the case 
heretofore. It was in 1835 that such ‘increase of 
shore pay was made, as caused it to be the interest 
of the officers to be off duty, The only cure for 
this evil was, either tc reduce the pay when off duty, 
or to limit the time of relaxation, and ‘to adjust the 
number to the actual requirements of the service. 
He was satisfied that the number of officers in 
comm ssion on the Ist of January, 1841, was am- 
ple; and therefore he was opposed to striking out 
tbe proviso now under discussion. ‘ 


That there could be avy necessity for sucha vast 
increase over the requirements of the ‘service’ for 
1820, appeared to him to be impcssible. 

The incressed cost of officers between the hum- 
ber in commission on the Ist of January, 1841, 
and the number proposed by the Navy Depart 
ment, would be upwards of $350,000. “What in- 
crease had taken place in the naval force to justify 
this? In reality, the increase of force ‘since 1820 
had been very little. Unless it were shown that 
there was an increased amountof. duty equivalent 
to this increase of officers and expense, he could 
not be expected to vote for striking out the proviso 
in this bill. 

The number of midshipmen in 1840 was but 
232; but now there are 450, and 103. passed. mid- 
shipmen. And if the number of lieutenants and 
commanders be kept at 556, as in 1842, the chance 
of promotion, from midshipman to captain, be- 
comes so reduced, that it must speak very unfa- 
vorably of a service, the efficiency of which, it is 
allowed, depends so much on the stimulus of pro- 
motion, Some limitation ought to be put tothe 
power vested in the hands of the Executive and 
the Navy Department, in the appointment of the 
lower grades of officers, as, the number pow may 
be indefinite. Te proviso in the bill was some 
check or limitation; without it, there was none. 

Mr. BAYARD considered this.a matter of such 
magnitude, and embracing such various considera 
tions, that he hardly knew where to begin. He 
could not even expect to advert to all the topics. 
suzges‘ed by the Senator from Maine, without ex- 
hausting the patience of the Senate. It was justly 
said by the chairman of the Fiaance Committee, 
(Mc. Evans,] that it was a most irregular mode of 
proceeding, to introduce organie legislation in a 
mere appropriation bill. It is manifest the object 
of this proviso was not so much to reduce the ofi- 
cers and expense of the naval service, as to strike 
a blow at the appointing power. It bore obviously 
on iis face an attempt to forestall the action of the 
Senate, and prevent nominations without any re- 
gard to the wants of the service. If for no other 
reason, it ought to be resisted by the Senate, ‘in 
vindication of its own rights. : : 

He should allude briefly to the increase of the 
naval service. In the infancy of this Government, 
the navy, cut down and crushed as it was, gained 
some laurels, It literally fought its way into the 
favor of the American people;and there is not now 
any difference of opinion as to the paramount im» 
portance of that branch of the public service. 

In the year 1816, one million of dollars annually 
was voted for the increase of the navy for eight 
years. That was the basis of the present navy. 
In March, 1821, it was found that-this appropria- 
tion was larger than the progress of the object. re- 
quired was practicable; for a navy cannot be built 
up in eight years. The appropriation for the next 
six years was reduced to the rate of $500,000. 
On the 31 March, 1827, the same appropriation 
was made for another six years; and it was then 
decided that the public lands, on which live-oak 
was growing, should be reserved; and that other 
provisions should be made for the future service. 

In 1833, an appropriation of similar amount was 
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~ made for another six years. In 1838, another 
- administration, not- quite so-favorable to that 


“branch of service, was in power; and it was found 
an accumulation of three millions appropriated had 
grown up; anda: million and a half of it was car- 


“pled to the-surplus ‘fund. : 


:: “In. 1816, the expenditure. for: the navy was 


#8,686;000; it varied, however, for subsequent 


- years, from. that sam to $4,000,000... But, in 1836, 
-. Gen. Jackson renewed the vigor. of the service, 


* and $6,789,000 was expended: on the navy; and 


-for the next and subsequent year, the amount was 


from $6,000,000 to $7,000,000. Gen. Jackson, in 
his farewell address, made many excellent recom- 
mendations, which be (Mr. B.) took pleasure in 
reading and approving. [Here Mr. B. read that 
portion of the address relating to the navy, as the 
natural, cheapest, and most effectual defence of 


- the country.) He was most happy to avail bim- 


self of this authority, which he knew- would be so 
potent with a certain portion of the Senate. 

No mah would deny that an efficient navy is in- 
dispensable to the United States. What is it that 
renders jt necessary? Itis the protection of our 
commerce. This country is the second commer- 
cial nation on the globe. Our canvass is spread 
over every region, and whilens every sea, Our 


* commercial enterprise penetrates every port of the 


civilized world. 
Great Britain is the largest commercial power 
on the face of the earth. In McCulloch’s Diction- 
ary, he found that the tonnage of Great Britain in 


` 1835 was 2,783,761 tons; and it was knowñ that the 


tonnage of the United States in 1840 was 2,180,764 
tons. The British mercantile navy consisted of 


' ‘95,000 vessels; that of the United States of 24,000 


vessels; and he estimated the mercantile navy of 


`- France at 15,000 vessels. The foreign commerce 


alone of the United States, carried on in our own 
bottoms, is worth two handred million of dollars a 
year. It is on the imports alone that the whole of 
this Government is to be maintained. Is it, then, 
for the American people to trife with this great 


~ interest? How, but in this way, could the navy of 


this country be compared with the navy of Great 
Britain? : 

He contrasted the number ‘of officers in the 
“service of the United States with the number in the 
navy of Great Britain; and also the number of 
vessels in commission, showing that Great Britain 
keeps in’ commission ten times as many officers, 


t and five times as many vessels, as the United States. 


The aggregate of commissioned officers in the 
naval service of the United States is 1,045; in the 
naval service of Great Britain, 4,500; and yet it 
was contended that this country was rivalling Great 
Britain in the number and expense of naval of- 
ficers! 

We have a squadron ia the Mediterranean —one 
in the Fast Indies—one in the Pacific, where the 


` tonnage ‘of the whale-fisheries alone is immense, 


'* and-of greater interest to the country than its gold 


mines—-anothér squadron on the Brazil stationa 


“small force: on the coast of Africa—and, finally, 


there is the home squadron on our own coast and 
the West Indies. But how do these squadrons 
compare with those of the naval stations of Great 
Britain? The home squadron has in charge a 
coast of fourteen or fifteen hundred miles, streteh- 
ing from Passamaquoddy to the mouth of the 
Amazon. The Secretary of the Navy proposes to 
distribute the naval force as follows: In the Medi- 
terranean, two ships of the line, four frigates, and 
four sloops and brigs—in all, ten vessels; on the 
Brazil station, two ships of the line, four frigates 
and four sloops and brigs, te interchange with ihe 
Mediterranean squadron; in the Pacific, one ship 
ofthe line, two frigates, and four Sloops; and a 
similar squadron in the East Indies, to interchange 
with the Pacific squadron; the home squadron to 
consist of one ship of the line, three frigates, and 
three sloops; oa the African coast, cne frigate, aad 
four sloops and brigs; four steamers in the Gulf of 
Mexico, and four steamers on the Jakes. 
will thus be in commission 7 ships of the line, 23 


_sloops and brigs, and 8 schconers: in all, 54 ves- 


els. 5 
The “considerations: for increasing the officers of 
¥y'erew cut of the fact that the naval ser- | 


‘There | 


vice is a protection due-to commerce, on which the 
country has to rely for the means of defence, and 
for the maintenance of Government. It is a ser- 
vice in which naval cfficers, tife prime materiel of 
defence, ‘are to be trained up for future exigencies; 
for it was not to be expected the world would al- 
ways remain at peace. Mr. B. argued at great 
length the necessity of adopting the suggesticns of 
the majority of the Committee on. Naval Afairs. 
And he contended that to go back to the condition 
of the service in January, 1841, would be disas- 
trous to the efficiency of the navy. If there was to 
bea surplus of officers in any grade, it ought to be 
in that of captains. From the nature of things, 
there would be found ‘the greatest inefficiency. 
For forty years of their ives exposed to hardships 
in every climate, it was to be expected that the 
greatest physical inability would be found. No 
allowance had been made for the inefficiencies of 
old age, of accidents, of sickness, and of the re- 
sults of injuries received in constitution or bodily 
frame. He pointed out many reasons for having 
a double number of captains. 

It would be found, in relation to the sea service, 
that it was indispensable to have, as a general rule, 
at least two for one; that is, as many in reserve as 
on serviee. Tha!, however, would not be the pro- 
portion required by the Secretary of the Navy in 
effect. In the distribution of the force just men- 
tioned, there would be 45 on duty, including those 
employed on shore. The whole number.would be 
105; but, taking from this one-third, unfit for ser- 
vice, there would be 70 available; from which de- 
ducting 45 on service, there would be but 25 to 
keep up the interchange of those on duty, 

He regarded the proviso in the House bill as a 
blow against the officers of the navy—that portion 
of the materiel of national defence on which the 
safety of the country from foreign enemies must 
mainly depend. This is a materiel which cannot 
be built up in a day, or a year—it takes an age of 
training and. progression. It must be sustained 
and encouraged, if we mean to preserve our rank 
in the family of nations. 

Mr. WILLIAMS could not see that the Senator 
from Delaware had, by contrasting the naval force 
of this country with that of Great Britain, shown 
any necessity for making such an expensive change 
in the system which had been found sufficient for 
a series of years, What did we want wiih post- 
captains? 

Mr. BAYARD asked leave to explain. He 
stated that, in the ports adjacent to navy-yards, in 
addition to those persons in charge of the navy- 
yards, it was necessary to have post-captains to 
take charge of vessels in port. 

Mr. WILLIAMS did not see the necessity sup- 
posed by the Senator. But he was not disposed to 
raise any difficulties, embarrassing to the service; 
and he would, therefore, suggest a change in the 
proviso; it would be effected by striking out of the 
14th line, the figures 1841, and inseriing 1842, so 
as notto interfere with officers holding commissions 
last January. 

Mr. BAYARD observed that the Senator from 
Maine [Mr, Wiutiams] had been under mistake in 
not considering that one of his (Mr. B.’s) obj `c- 
tions to the proviso, was, that it would go back 
with a view of retrenching the number of officers 
now jn commission, as deaths and vacancies should 
occur. The Senator’s proposition now removes 
a great part of the difficulty. But there was ano- 
ther objection not yet removed; and that was, to 
the introduction of this proviso at allinto a mere 
appropriation bill. 

Mr. EVANS raid the amendment would render 
the proviso much less exceptiondble, but would not 
satisfy him; and he should, therefore, vote to 
strike out the proviso, even if amended. He 
hoped, however, that his colleague would so far 
modify his amendment as, instead of January 
1842, to make ii the officers now in service, > 

Mr. WILLIAMS did not kaow whether there 
were many officers who would bs affected by the 
change; but he would prefer haviag the question 
taken on his amendment in iis original form. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
and it was adopied. ~ , 

Mr. EVANS then moved to amend the proviso, 


by striking out “on the Ist day of January, 1842,” 
{as amended,] and inserting, afer the word 
“grades,” the words “now in service.” 

Mr. BUCHANAN observed that he understood 
the object of this amendment was to leave the 
number of officers the same as now commissioned. 

Mr. EVANS said it was. - «< 
“ Mr, SEVIER called for the yeas and -nays on 
the ameniment; and they were ordered, ` : 

-Mr. WALKER inquired if the amendment 
would leave the officers as they now stood? 
-© Mr. EVANS said it would. - 

‘Mr. SEVIER withdrew his call for the yeas 
and nays. k 

The amendment was then adopted. 

Mr. EVANS then moved to strike out the whole 
proviso. f . 

Mr. TAPPAN called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. CONRAD moved to strike out “or any fu- 
ture;?? which was net agreed to, 

And, before the question was taken on the prop- 
osition to strike out the proviso, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tus:pay, June 14, 1842. | 


Mr. WELLER prevented a memorial, signed by 
sundry citizens of Butler county, Obio, (111 in 
number,) asking Congress to pass such a tariff bill 
as will extend proper protection to domestic indus- 
try, &c.: referred to tae Committee of the Whole 
on the state âf the Union, 

Mr. READ of Pennsylvania presented the peti- 
tion of Samuel Halstead, of Luzerne county, Penn- 
sylvania,praying that he may be allowed a pen- 

sion on gecount cf revolutionary services. 

A THE APPORTIONMENT BILL, 

Mr. JOHN YOUNG moved a reconsideration 
of the otè by which the House, on yesterday, re- 
fused fo concur in the amendment of the Senate to 
the wpportionment bill, increasing the ratio from 
50,179 to 70,680. He also moved the previous 
question, and that there be a call of the House. 

Mr. HALL inquired whether the apportionment 
bill was the specia! order for the day? 

Tae SPEAKER was understood to say that it 
was; and the pendisg question was the motion of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Apas,]} 
to concur with the Senate in their amendment al- 
lowing an additional Representative to States hav- 
ing fractions greater than one-moiety of the ratio. 
The motion for a reconsideration, however, was 
privileged, and always in order. 

The question was then propounded, ‘Shall there 
be a call of the House?” and decided in the afirm- 
ative. The roli-was called, and 190 members an- 
swered to their names, 

` Mr. YOUNG then moved to suspend al! further 
proceedings ia the call. 

Mr. EVERETT hoped the House would go on 
and receive excuses. : 

Toe House refused to suspend the call, 

The names of the absentees were then called 
over, for the purpose of receiving excuses; and 
after 17 gentlemen had been excused— i 

On motion of Mr. W. B. CAMPBELL, further 
proceedings in the call were dispensed with, 

Mr. JOHN YOUNG inquired whether, if his 
motion to reconsider the vote of yesterday was ale 
lowed to lie'over, it would again come up, subject 
to the operation of the previous question. 

Tae SPEAKER res lied that it would. 
> Mr Youna’s motion having been laid aside by 
general consent, the question came up upon the 
second amendment of the Senate. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi wished to offer 
an armendment to the clause allowing fractional 
representation, He wished to have the words 
“che moiety” stricken cut, and “30,000” inserted 
so as to give an additional represeniative for thirty 
thousand persons, instead of one-half of the ratio 
He said if the bill shouid pass in its present form, 
and no provision be made for fractional representa- 
tion, it would operate injuriously upon one section 
of the Union—the Southern and Southwestern 
Siates. On Mississippi especially—which, should 
the ratio of fifty thousand be adopied, would have 


a-fraction'of forty-seven thousand unrepresented ; 
ils operation would be peculiarly bard. 


He had, himself, some doubt whether the princi- 


_-ple‘of allowing. fractions to be represented was 
‘proper, and in accordance with the Constitution. 
~ By allowing a Representative for fractions amount- 
ing to thirty thousand, the difficuliy would be re- 
moved. The objections to the principle arose from 
the veto message of General Washington to the 
first apportionment bill, in which it was introduced. 
He revered the opinion of General Washington as 


much as any man, but thought that the adoption of | 


this number (thirty thousand) would obviate the 
objections which were urged by that statesman. 
One objection contained in the veto message was, 
that there would be no common divisor in case 
fractions were allowed to be represented. 


mon divisor. 
were made so thatcach member would represent 
more than thirty thousand people, there could be 
no objection to the measure. , 

Here Mr. EVERETT rose and inquired whether 
the motion to reconsider the vote of yesterday had 
been withdrawn? 

The SPEAKER said it had not; but lay over. 

Mr. EVERETT contended that -the motion 
could not lie over without the consent of the 
House. 

_ The SPEAKER said that the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. J. Youna] had inquired whether 
his motion could not lie over, and he had respond- 
ed in the affirmative, no objection being made. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON claimed the floor. 
As he understood it, the question before the House 
‘was upon the proposition to allow fractional repre- 
sentation.. If the Clerk would send him the veto 
message of Gencral Washington, he would notice 
the objections contained therein. 

Mr. EVERETT again interrupted Mr. T., and 
said he wished to understand distinctly what was 
the question before the House. 

After a brief explanation from the SPEAKER, 
` Mr. EVERETT insisted that a mo:ion which 
had been received by the House could not be 

passed over by any agreement made between the 
Speaker and a member in conversation. 

‘The SPEAKER reminded the gentleman that 

no objection was made when the motion to recon- 
- Sider was laid over. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON expréssed his wil- 
lingness to waive his right to speak, and allow the 
vote to be taken upon the motion to reconsider the 
vote rejecting the ratio of 70,680. Should the 
vote be reconsidered, and that ratio adopted, he 
should nət press his amendment, inasmuch as 
30,000 was not half of the ratio 

Mr. EVERETT said this declaration itself 


He 
(Mr. T.) thought there was no necessity for acom- | 
He thought if the apportionment ; 


showed the propriety o: first voting upon the mo- : 


tion to reconsider the vote of yesterday rejecting 
the first amendment of the Senate. No voie upon 
the principle of fractional representation would be 
a test, unless the ratio were previously fixed. 


Mr. JACOB THOMPSON said he was perfectly 
willing to let the vote be so taken. 


Considerable confusion now prevailed; in the 
midst of which— 

Mr. EVERETT said he would appeal from the 
decision of the Speaker, aceording to which the 
motion to reconsider had been passed over. Hesaid 
such was the confusion in the hall, and which the 
Speaker allowed to, prevail there, that it was im- 
possible to know what was going on. The motion 
made by the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Youna] could not be passed over, except by gene- 
ral consent; and he had not heard that consent was 
given. : 

The SPEAKER said that the vote ta reronsider 


was a privileged question, and received by ieave of | 


the House, which could either take it up or post- 
pone it. The gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Youna] who made the motion, had expressed a 
desire to have it laid over, and the Chair beard no 
objection. The gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. 
Tompson] immediately offered his amendment, 
and had been addressing the House for five min- 
utes, before he was interrupted and objection made 
- by the gentleman from Vermont (Mr. Evznert.] 
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Mr. C. BROWN said, if it was- in order, he 
would now move the reconsideration himself, — 

Here some conversation took -place between 
Messrs, HOPKINS, THOMPSON, C. BROWN, 
and the SPEAKER; after which, the motion to re- 
consider was declared to be before the House. 

Mr. GORDON was about to speak, but was 
called io order by 

Mr. J. YOUNG, who contended that the pre- 
vious question had been moved. . 

The previous question was put and carried; af- 
ter which, the House refused to reconsider the vote 
of yesterday, non-concurring in the amendment 
of the Senate increasing the ratio of representation 
from 50,179 fo 70,680, by a vote of 106 to 108, 
as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Landaff W, Andrews, Sherlock J. 
Andrews, Appleton, Barnard, Barton, Beeson, Bidlack, Black, 
Bronson, Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, Charles Brown, Wile 
liam Butler, Patrick C. Caldwell, John Campbell, Thomas J. 
Campbell, Casey, Chapman, Childs, Chittenden, John C. Clark, 
Staley N. Clarke, Coles, Cravens, Daniel, Garrett Davis, Ever- 
ett, Fessenden, Fillmore, Thomas F. Foster, Gamble, Gerry, 
Gilmer, Goggin, Patrick G. Goode, Granger, Gustine, Gwin, 
Hall, Halsted, Hopkins, Houston, Howard, Iunter, Hunt, 
James Irvin, Jack, James, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, 
Lane, Lewis, McKay, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Matthews, Mat- 
tocks, Maxwell, Meriwether, Miller, Mitchell, Moore, Morgan, 
Morrow, Parmenter, Pickens, Pope, Powell, Proffit, Ben- 
jamin Randall, Randolph, Read, Rencher, Rhett, Ridgway, 
Rogers, William Russell, J. M. Russell, Saltonstall, Saunders, 
Shepperd, Shields, Slade, Truman Smith, Sprigg, Stokely, 
Alexander H, H. Stuart, Join T. Stuart, Sweney, Taliaferro, 
John B. Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, 
Trumbull, Turney, Underwood, Wallace, Warren, Washington, 
Watterson, Edward D. White, Thomas W. Wiliams, James 
W. Williams, Augustus Young, and John Young—106, 

NAYS— Messrs. Adams, Arnold, Atherton, Aycrigg, Baker, 
Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, Botts, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, 
Briggs, Brockway, Jeremiah Brown, Burke, Burnell, William 
O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Calhyun, William B. Camp- 
bel}, Caruthers, Clifford, Clinton, Colquitt,James Cooper, Mark 
A. Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Cushing, Richard D. Davis, 
Dean, Deberry, Doan, Doig, Eastman, John Edwards, John C, 
Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, John G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, 
Fornance, A. L. Foster, Gentry, Giddings, William O. Goode, 
Gordon, Graham, Green, Habersham, Harris, John Hastings, 
Hays, Houck, Hubard, Hudson, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph 
R. Ingersoll, William W. Irwin, William Cost Johnson, 
Keim, John P, Kennedy, Andrew Kenoedy, King, Linn, Little- 
field, Lowell, Abraham McClellan, Robert McClellan, McKen- 
nan, McKeon, Alfred Marshall, Maynard, Morris, Newhard, 
Oliver, Osborne, Owsley, Patridge, Payne, Pendleton, Plumer, 
Ramsay, Alexander Randall, Reding, Reynolds, Riggs, Rodney, 
Roosevelt, Shaw, Simonton, Snyder, Stanly, Steenrod, Strat- 
ton, Summers, Sumter, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Trip- 
Iet; Van Buren, Weller, Joseph L. White, Wood, and Yorke— 


Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi then resumed 
his speech, by observing that the vote just taken, 
he presumed, might be taken as evidence that the 
House was inclined to adhere to 50,000 as the 
ratio of representation. 

After a few observations on the constitutionality 
of the representation of fractions, he submitted the 
amendmes!, of which be had more partichlarly 
spoken. It was in the following words: Strike out 
one moiety of the said ratio,” and insert “thirty 
thousand persons.” 

Mr. McCLELLAN of New York was aware that 
the apportionment of Representalivesamong the sev- 
eral States of the Union was a difficuli and delicate 
question;—difficult, as, by the rule prescribed by the 
Constitution, inequalities must exist; and delicate, 
as the bill proposed to apportion the amount of 
political power the States were to wield, for ten 
years, inthe popular branch of the National Legis- 
lature. Bills of this character had generally given 
rise to excited and protracted discussion. The 
smaller Siates, jealous of the political power and 
influence of the larger, had always favored the 
principle of representing the larger fraction pro- 
doce: by applying the ratio of representation as a 
divisor to the federal population of the States. 

He regarded the principle of fractional repre- 
sentation to he ugeonstitational; and he considered 
that the quesif™n of constitutional construction was 
settled by the past action of the Government. The 
question involved in ihe amendment from the Sen- 
ate was argued and dstermined in the first Con- 
gress cf the Unued States. The apportionment 
bili which passed the two Houses of Congress, 
recognised ihe priaciple cf representing the larger 
fraction in the States, ‘Fhe bill was sent to Presi- 
dent Washington; and the principle was subjected 
to an able discussion in his cabinet. After full 
consideraticn of the constitutional question, the 
bill was vetoed on two grounds. The second ob- 
jection, hewever, he (Mr, McCLeLLaN) did not 


> conceive was applicable to the present bill; nor 


_ was it the main objection upon principle, which 
operated on the mind. of Washington to veto the 
bill. It adopted thirty thousand as the ratio of - 

_Tepresentation, which is the minimum number en~ 
titled by the Constitution to be represented. To 
allow the major fraction in any State, with such a | 
ratio, to be represented, would violate the Consti 
tution, as the members in such State. would sever- 
aliy represent a federal population of less than 
thirty thousand. f 

The ratio of the present bill being over 50,000, 
the second objection of President Washington 
would not apply; for, if an additional member was 
added to any State having a majer fraction, the 
members would severally represent a population of 
over thirty thousand, the minimum limit fixed by 
the Constitution, But it was the first objection 
which was alone applicable to the present bill, and 
to all bills apportioning Representatives. And it 
proceeded upon the principle that Representatives 
were not to be apportioned among the people of the 
United States as an entirety—as a whole, It wag 
not intended by the framers of the Constitution'that 
this should be a consolidated Government,: but 
that the people of the States, as independent sover- 
eigaties, should be represented. The Constitution 
prescribes that Representatives shall be. appor~ 
tioned among the several States ‘of the. Union, 
(and not among the peopte of the Union as an en- 
tirety,) according to their respective numbers; and 
if they gave New Hampshire, Massachusetts, and 
Vermont, each, a member for fractions, there would 
be, in the language of President Washington, no 
one proporiion or divisor, which, applied to the 
respective numbers of the States, would yield the 
number and allotment proposed by the Dill. 
Hence inequalities would exist, and independent 
Siate representation be destroyed. 

After the veto of the first bill was sent to the 
House of Representatives, another. bill. was intro- 
duced, designating a ratio of representation, and 
rejecting all fractions produced, by applying it as 
a divisor to the federal population of the States. 
This bill became a law, and was the first appor- 
tionment of Representatives under the. Constitu- 
tion. And the principle contained in that bill had 
been recognised and sanctioned by every successive 
apportionment bill from that day to- this... The 
question may, therefore, be considered as: settled 
by the uniform action of the Government, 

He was aware that the question was opened: and. 
discussed in both Houses of Congress in'1882. It 
called forth an able report in the Senate from Mr. 
Webster, in favor of representing. fractions; and 
one of equal ability from the late Speaker of this 
House; (Mr. Polk of Tennessee,) against the prin- 
ciple. It resulted in adopting a bill designating a 
ratio, and rejecting the principle of fractional rep- 
resentation. 

He was surprised when he read the voluminous 
report of the able member from Vermont, (Mr. 
EvereTT,] who is at the head of the committee 
having this bill in charge. That honorable mem- 
ber, instead of giving the House a detailed: report, 
adhering to the past action of the Government, and 
adopting the principle of ‘stare antiquas vias,” he 
introduces into kis report the able reports-of Mr. 
Webster and Mr. Polk, and thus invited the. House 
to re open and re-adjudieate a question’ of settled 
constitutional construction. The . House. would 
recollect that, when the bi.) was first before it, the 
genijeman from Vermont (Mr. Everert had great 
difficulty in bespeaking the attention ot the House 
to his principle of fractions; but now (said Mr. 
McC.) we have another “Richmond in the field,” 
in the person of the venerable member from Mas- 
sachuselis, [Mr. Apams,] the Jupiter Tonans of 
this House; and he now proposes to administer the 
fractional dose recomended to us by the Senate; 
and tie has attempted to sugar 1 over .so thick with 
Democracy, in the hope that the Housé would be 
induced to swallow the consolidation pill. “Mr. 
McC. trusied the House would rot swallow it, 
however gilded, 

Mr. McC. said he had ancther objection to the 
principle of representing fractions: it was unjust to 
ihe larger States. Fie had uniformly voted for the 
lowest ratio; and he was willing to adopt that ratio 


which “would reduce the fractions in the smaller 
States to their lowest possible amount. But, while 
he’ made this concession, he denied that the smaller 
States should assume the attitude of complaint. 
The smaller States had always had, compara- 
tively, more political power than the larger. Com- 
pare the political power of New York with the six 
New England States. New York, under the re- 
cent, census, has a population of 200,000 more 
“than the aggregate population of all New England. 
And yer the six New England States have ten 
more membersin the Senate of the United States than 
New York; and they have also ten more electors for 
President and Vice President. Upon the popular 
principle, they have one-fourth more power in the 
election of President than the State of New York. 
Sir, (said Mr. McC.,) we of New York utter no com- 
plaint byreason of this inequality. The Constitu- 
“tion has made us to differ. The Constitution gives 
to the New England States ten more members in 
the ‘Senate, and ten more electors of President. 
And, sir, (continued Mr. McC.,) the same Consti- 
tution prescribes a rule of apportionment, which, 
when applied tu the federal population of the New 
England States, causes a loss of two members by 
unrepresented fractions; of which they should not 
complain. 

Mr. ADAMS, being in favor of the amendment 
of the Senate, hoped it would prevail. He was 
understood then to proceed to reply to the remarks 
of the gentleman from New York; but in so low a 
tone of voice, as to be almost inaudible at the re- 
porter’s desk. 

Mr. JOS. R. INGERSOLL addressed the House 
in favor of the amendment of the Senate, arguing 
thatthe adoption ef the principle of fractions was 
both constitutional and just; after which, 

Mr. MORGAN moved the previous question, 
which being seconded, and the main question or- 
dered, it was taken first on the amendment of Mr. 
Txompson of Mississippi, to strike out “one moie- 
ty of the ratio” and insert *30,000 persons.” This 
having been rejected, - 

Mr. WELLER called for the yeas and nays on 
the question of concurring in the amendment cf the 
Senate; which were ordered, and, on taking the 
question, resulted in yeas 50, nays 16!, as follows: 

YEAS—-Méssrs. Adams, Appleton, Aycrigg, Barton, Board- 
man, Briggs, Brockway, A. V. Brown, William B. Campbell, 
Chapman, John C. Clark, Cranston, Cravena, Cross, G. Davie, 
Joba -C, Edwards, Everett, Green, Gwin, Hall, Howard, 
iTunter, J.R, Ingersotl, W. W. Irwin, J. P, Kennedy, King, 
Lewis, Linn, McKennan, Mattocks, Mitchell, Moore, Parmenter, 
A. Randall, Rhett, Ridgway, Rodney, Saltonstall, Shields, Slade, 
‘Truman Smith, Stokely, Jacob Thompson, Tillinghast, Wal- 
lace, Warren, Washington, Edward D. White, Joseph L. 
White, and Augustus Young—50. 

NAYS—Mesers. Ailen, Landaff W. Andrews, S. J. Andrews, 

Arnold, Atherton, Baker, Barnard, Beeson, Birdseye, Black, 
Biair, Botts, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Bronsen, Milton Brown, 
©. Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Burke, Burnell, William Butler, 
Green W. Caldwell, Patrick O. Caldwell, Calhoun, John 
‘Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Casey. Childs, 
Chittenden, Staley N. Clarke, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Colquitt, 
Mark A. Cooper, Cowen, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, Dean, 
Deberry, Doan, Eastman, J. Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, Fessenden, 
Fillmore, John G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, A. L, 
Faster; Thomas: F. Fuster, Gamble, Gentry, Gerry, Giddings, 
Gilmer, Goggin; Patrick G Goode, Gordon, Graham, Granger, 
Gustine, Habersham, Halsted, Harris, John Hastings, Hays, 
Holmes, Hopkins; Houck, Houston, Hubard, Hudson, Hunt, 
U, Jo Ingersoll, James Irvin, Jack, James, Wm. Cost Johnson, 
Gave Johnson, Juki W. Jones, Isaac D. Jones Keim, Andrew 
Konnedy, Lane, Littlefield, Lowell, Abraham McClellan, Rob- 
ert McClellan, McKay, McKeon, A. Marshall, Samson Mason, 
John T, Mason, Mathiot, Matthews, Maxwell, Maynard, Medill, 
Miller, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Newhard, Oliver, Osborne, 
Owsley, Patridge, Payne, Pearce, Pendleton, Pickens, Plumer, 
Pope, Powell, Ramsay, Benjamin Randall, Randolph, Read, 
Reding, Reacher, Reynolds, Riggs, Rogers, Roosevelt, William 
Russell, James M. Russell, Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, Simon- 
ton, Snyder, Sprigg, Stanly, Steenrod, Stratton, Alexander H. 
H. Swart, John T. Stuart; Summers, Sumter, Sweney, Talia- 
ferro, John B. Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, Toland, 
‘Tomlinson, Triplett, Trumbull, Tarney, Underwood, Van Bu- 
yeu, Watterson, Weller, Thomas W. Williams, Joseph L. Wil- 
liams, Wise, Wood, Yorke, and John Young—=—161, 


The next amendment of ‘the Senate that came 


up for consideration was as follows: y 

in line 9, after— Strike out. And insert. 
Maine - - 10 - 7 
‘New Hampshire - 6 -= 4 
Massachusetts - 15 - 10 
Connecticut - 6 - 4 
Vermont - - 6 - 4 
New York - - 49 ~ 34 
New Jersey - 7T = 5 
Pemisylvanja - M4 24 
Delaware = at cae 1 
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“Maryland - ` - 9 - 6 
Virginia. ->> `- 2i so 15 
North Carolina - . 13 - 9 
“South Carolina. - 9 + 7 
Georgia - - i = 8 
Alabama - - 10 = 7 
Louisiana - ~ , ai F 
Mississippi - > 
Tennes - = 15 = ll 
Kentucky - P 14 es 10 
Ohio - - 30 x 21 
‘Indiana - ~ l4 D 10 
Ilinois -~ - 10 -= 7 
Missouri - > - , an 5 
Arkansas - - 2 = 1 
Michigan - - 4 & 3 


Mr. ATHERTON moved to amend this amend- 
ment, by adding the following: 


To be elected according to the respective laws of the said 
States. 


Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland submitted that the 
motion of the gentleman from New Hampshire 
was not in order. i 

The SPRAKER decided that. the améndment 
was not in order, because it was inconsistent with 
the body of the bill as it went from the House. 

Mr. ATHERTON appealed from the decision 
of the Chair; and the point of order involved was 
debated by Messrs. ATHERTON and JOHNSON. 

Mr. JOHNSON then moved to lay the appeal 
on the table. : 

Mr. GWIN called for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and, on taking the question, resulted 
in yeas 136, nays 70. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland observed that, 
after the votes that had been taken, he considered 
it unnecessary to take the question on the last 
amendment of the Senate. He considered it a 
mere clerical enumeration, that the Clerk could 
make to correspond wiih the bill as it now stood; 
and he would therefore move to go into Committee 
of the Whole. m 

Mr. FILLMORE lioped-ihbe gentleman would 
consent, before going into Committee of the Whole, 
to take up the resolution offered by him yesterday, 
to take the bill to continue. the present tariff laws 
out of committee. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD insisted en taking the 
question on the last amendment of the Senate; and, 
upon a suggestion made by the SPEAKER, 

Mr. JOHNSON cf Maryland assented, and 
moved the previous question; under the operation 
of which the amendment was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, the resolution of 
Mr. Fitimore, providing that, in half an hour 
after its passage, all debate on biil No. 408, to con- 


tinue the operation of the present tariff laws, i 


should cease, and the House should proceed io 
take the question on the amendments, was taken 
up. and read. 

Mr. FILLMORE modified the resolution, so as 
to substitute J2 o'clock to-morrow, instead of half 
an hour after the passage of the resolution. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland moved the pre- 
vious question, which was seconded—ayes 92, noes 
55. 

“Mr. FILLMORE, at the request of Mr. JOHN- 
SON, again modified his resolution, so as to take 
the bill out of committee at 2 o’clock to-morrow. 

The main question was then ordered, and taken 
on the adoptioa uf the resolution; and decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 119, nays 96, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Landaf W. Andrews, Sherlock J. 
Andrews, Appleton, Arnold, Aycrigg, Baker, Barton, Birdseye, 
Blair, Boardman, Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, Milton Brown, 
Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, Wiiliam Butler, Calhoun, William 
B. Campbell, 'i homas J. Campbell, ‘Cx thers, Casey, Childs, 
Chittenden, John C. Clark, Staley N, C arke, James Cooper, 
Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Garrett Davis, Deberry, John 
Edwards, Everett, Fessenden, Filmore, A. L. Foster, Gamble, 
Gentry, Giddings, Patrick G. Goode, Graham, Granger, Green, 
Gustine, Hall, Halsted, Howard, Hudson, Hunt, Joseph R. Jn- 
gersoll, J. Irvin, Wm. W. Irwin, James, Wm. Cost Johnson, 
isaac D. Jones, Jobn P, Kennedy, King, Lane, Linn, McKen- 
nan, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, 
Mitchell. Moore, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Osborne, Owsley, 
Pearce, Pendleton, Powell, Ramsey, Alexander Randall, Ben- 
jamin Randall, Randolph, Ridgway, Rodney, W. Russell, J. M. 
Russell, Saltonstall, Shepperd, “Simonton, Slade, Truman 
Smith, Stanly, Stokely, Stratton, Alexander H, H. Stuart, John 
T. Stuart, Summers, Taliaferro, John B. Thompson, Richard 
W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, 


| 
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Trumbull, Underwood, Wallace, ashington, Edward D, 
White, Thomas W. Williams, Joseph L, Williams, Yorke, Au- 
gustus Young, and John Young—112. | 


NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Atherton, Beeson, Bidlack, Black, 
Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Charles Brown, 
Burke, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, Jobn Camp- 
bell, Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Colquitt, Mark A. 
Cooper, Cross, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, Dean, Doan, East- 
man, John C, Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, John G. Floyd, Charles 
A. Floyd, Gerry, Gilmer, Goggin, William O. Goode, Gordon, 
Gwin, Habersham, Harris, J. Hastings, Hays, Holmes, Hop- 
kins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, Hunter, Charles J. Ingersoll, 
Jack, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, 
Lewis, Littlefield, Lowell, Abraham McClellan, Robert Me- 


‘Clellan, McKay, McKeon, Alfred Marshall, John Thomson 


Mason, Mathews, Medill, Miller, Newhard, Oliver, Parmenter, 
Patridge, Payne, Pickens, Plumer, Reed, Reding, Rencher, 
Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, Roosevelt, Saunders, Shaw, 
Shields, Snyder, Sprigg, S:eenred, Sumter, Jacob Thompson, 
Turney, Van Buren, Watterson, Weller, Joseph L, White, 
Wise, and Wooe—95. 

A message was received from the Senate, an- 
nouncing the passage of a bill to provide for cer- 
tain temporary clerks employed in the Auditor’s 
office for the Post Office Department, and:a bill for 
the relief of the representatives of Silas Dean; also 
the passage of the b:ll authorizing a register to 
be made out for the brig “Gulnare.” 

{THE TARIFF BILL. 

On motion of Mr. W. COST JOHNSON, the 
House resolfed itself into the Committee of the 
Whole op the state of the Union, (Mr. McKunnaw 
in the chpif.) The committee took up the bill to 
extend the pperation of the existing revenue Jaws 
of the coutry until the Ist of August. 

Mr. GILMER, who was entitled to the floor 
when the committee rose on Friday, addressed the 
committee at length in oprosition to the bill. He 
said he should interpose no objection whatever to its 
passage, did he believe it to be such a bill as its 
title imported—to extend the operation. of the ex- 
isting revenue laws of the country. But he be- 
leved it to be a biil of a totally different character, 
and therefore he felt bound to. trespass. upon the in- 
dulgence of the committee with a few remarks. 
He would briefly call their attention to the circum. 
stances by which we were surrounded, and which 
had brought us to our present position. It was 
generally considered that the compromise act of 
1833 would not, on the 30th of June, yield revenue 
enough to pay the debts and defray the expenses 
of the Government, and that the amount must be 
increased. This must be done, the committee had 
been told, in one of two modes: either by increasing 
the number of articles subject to a duty of 20 per 
cent., or by increasing the amount of duty on those 
aiticles which would have to pay but 20 per cent. 
according to the compromise act. . Jt was evident 
that we could no longer rely upon loans. The 
credit of our Government was exhausted, and we 
‘were now literally brought to the necessity of rais- 
ing the ways and means. This was a revenue 
question—one which must be looked at ia all its 
aspects, and promptly decided. The time bad ar- 
rived when, the committee was told, it could no 
longer postpone action, which was demanded by 
publie faith, credit, character, and honor. 

Three bills bad been reporied to the House, alt 
proposing to raise an amount of revenue which 
their several advocates considered necessary to pay 
the debts, and to defray the expenses of the Gov- 
ernment. These bills were founded apon different 
principles—unon protection and revenue, and upon 
both blended, according to the views of their advo. 
cates. He would call the attention of the com- 
mittee to the fact, that they all proposed to 
Tae more revenuethan could be raised by the 
compromise act. But there was not time enough 
to act upon them. before the 30:b of Jane, which 
would arrive in fifteen days, when the reduction 
of all duties to the twenty per vent. standard would 
take effec. There was obviously not time enough 
to discuss, consider, and decide a question, which 
the honorable chairman of Ways and Means had 
informed the House, not long since, was cne of the 
most difficult and complicated which our Govern- 
ment had ever been called upon to consider. 

He repeated, he wonid have no objection to 
the passage of the bill, if it was in reality what, by 
its specious title, it purported to be. But whilst it 
was apparently a bill to suspend, itin fact repealed 
the whole revenue system, after a certain day. Its 
effect would be to throw the Government into 
chaos; for, without revenue, the Government could 
not be carried on. It would place the country 
where it was at the end cf the revolutionary war, 
without means and in debt. Lt would exhibit Cons 


gress in. the attitude of repealing the only laws-by 
which revenue might be derived. He did not wish 
to, deal unfairly with the bill, and. would, there- 
fore, read it. .He then read the bill by which the 
‘present revenue laws are to continue in force until 
the first day of August, “and no longer.” These 
words “and no longer,” he contended, would-have 
the.effect of leaving the country entirely without 
revenue laws. Where was the security for the bill 
in its present shape? The committee was toid that 
the present laws would not be in force after the 
30th of Jane, when the duties would be reduced to 
20 per cent. Suppose the bill be passed, and the 
Ist of August arrive without action: would not the 
Government be in as bad a condition as at the end 
of June? But it went farther than that. The 
words:‘‘and no longer” contained as positive a re- 
peal of all existing Jaws, as if they had been re- 
pealed in express language. 

If the chairman of the Committee of Ways ani 
Means wished to obviate this objection, it was 
easy for him todo so. Let the bill stop in the 
tenth line;.and then its effect would be to continue 
existing laws until the further action of Congress, 
In.that case, there would:be no doubt of the pas- 
sage of this bill. What was its object? To allow 
time to Congress to deliberate upon permanent 
revenue laws. That object could be attained by 
declaring that the present law shall remain in 
force. until further action by Congress. But he 
heard the honorable chairman of Ways and Means 
whisper across, that there might be no action on the 
part of Congress. He thanked him for the whis- 
per. He wished to show that the gentleman, in 
this bill, gave: Congress six weeks to deliberate; 
but if, at the end of that period, wo tariff should be 
miatared, there were to be no revenue laws. All 
the means of the Government were exhausted. 
Only six weeks remained to discuss the tariff; and 
yet we were called on to repeal all existing laws, 
unless Congress should take further action prior to 
the ist of August. 

Nor was this all, The bill before the committee 
violated the. compromise acts—acts recognised by 
Congress.as such. He was not one of those who 
attached.a sacted character to ordinary acts passed 
by Congress. In the Legislature of Virginia he 
had declined declaring that. the compromise act of 
1833. was sacred... He would not declare the Con- 
stituti@n-sacred; and «there was but one book or 
written‘instruiment im the ‘world to. whieh he would 
apply:that’appellation. He would, however, say 
that this bill vislated compacts; and the faith of 
man wasas much involved in the defence of a 
compact ofa simple as of a sacred character, 
About-twelve months since, whea this Congress 
found itself in extra session, the opponents of the 
land distribution bill, which was then introduced, 
objected to it on the ground that it would interfere 
with the compromise of 1833, increase the taxes, 
and take from the people with one hand, while it 
gave with the other. 

The clause limiting the operation of the law to 
the period during which the compromise act of 1833 
should not be violated, was engrafted with the bill, 
asa guaranty that the consequences which its op- 
ponents foretold would not ensue. It was, there- 
fore, a compromise agreed upon by the friends of 


the distribution ‘law: to secure'its passage. Indeed, | 


it was a double ‘compromise, since it secured the 
former compromise of 1833. Bat the present bill 
violates both of these compromises. And gentle- 
“men here declared they would vote for a distribu- 
tion of the land fund, whether the duties on imports 
be 20 or 50 per cent, $ 
He would not dissuss the question, whose ex- 
travagance it was that spent the money in our 
treasury, and brought us to our present necessities. 
Onr necessities existed, and were likely to put in 
force the clause of the distribution law which re- 
pealed itself. The question now was, whether 
Congress would re-enact the distribution law, with: 
out the 20 per cent. provision; whether they would 
give away the land money, reveage or no revenue. 
Should the-distribution law be re-enacted, without 
regard to the tax which wili have to be imposed 
upon’ the people, who are to receive the money ? 
Thi ‘Wag the true question; and all that the oppo- 
nents of distribation asked was, thal its friends 
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would adhere to the very principles on which the 
law was enacted. Were we to be told that there 
was no such thing as public faith? that, although 
Congress had pledged its faith in that very law 
against any increase of taxes, We were at liberty to 
disregard it? 


In the present state of the Snances of the coun- 


try, Congress was called on to re-enact. the distri- 
bation iaw. His friend near him [Mr. UNDER- 
woop] would recollect that, at the extra session of 
Congress, he had attempted to argue the distribu- 
tion of the public lands as a fiscal question. He 
did not deny the constitutional power to distribute 
the proceeds of the public lands; but, in consider- 
ing the question, he had regard to the condition of 
the treasury. He would not, like his colleague, 
[Mr. Goaerr,] bring up local questions in this de- 
bate; because he thought they could be better dis- 
cussed, and more appropriately, upon the stump. 
He-would, however, say, that the proceedings in 
the Virginia Legislature, to which his colleague re- 
ferred as sanctioning the distribution law, had 
reference to a surplus in the treasury. 

Mr. GOGGIN said that, at the time the proceed- 
ings to which he referred took place, the Govern- 
ment was issuing Treasury notes, 

Mr. GILMER continued. The Government was 
then out of debt, and had an overflowing treas- 
ury. How different was its situation af this time; 
and what a different aspect did the question of dis- 
tribution present now, compared with what it did 
then! He cited the case of a farmer who, when 
out of debt, might afford to be generous. Men, as 
the old adage went, should be just before they were 
generous. The Government, he thought, had no 
right to be generous; and least of all should it 
squander its means when its resources were crip- 
pled. What would be thought of the farmer who 
would give away his substance in such a situation, 
when he could not provide for his wife and chil- 
dren at home? 

He had not adverted to the Virginia proceedings 
for the purpose of bringing them under review; 
but for the purpose of showing that the President, 
and those acting with him, always conceded that 
the Jands should not be given to the States, unless 
there was more money in the treasury than enough 
to defray the expenses of the Government. They 
reqaired, as a prerequisite to distribution, that 
there shonid be no violation of the compromise act 
whatever, economy in the administration of the 
Government, and a reduction of the public expen- 


.ditures. 


It was obvious that there were three parties in 
the House at this ime: the first was in favor of a 
high tsrif for protection: the second had for its 
primary object the attainment of distribution; the 


third went for revenue only—conceding the power > 


to raise an adequate amount; but at the same lime 
advocating low taxes and low expenditures. There 
were, then, the high-tariff party, the distribution 
party, and the party in favor of low taxes and 
low expenditures. The object sought after by 
many gentlemen was to unite the first two, and 
get protection and distribution as well. There 
seemed to be some symptoms of division between 
the“two wings; and this bill was introduced to 
cement them together—-to give the manufacturers 
protection, and the friends ef distribation the land 
money. He would not dwell further. upon the 
division; non nosirum tantas componere lites. If this 
bill, however, did not pass, the distribution men 
would have to stick to the compromise, and advocate 
low taxes and low expenditures, before they could 
get the land money. 

He was one of those who had endeavored to re- 
duce the expenditures of the Government, believ- 
ing that they were above the standard required by 
the honor and interests of the Government. He 
did so, because it mattered not in what form bur- 
dens were imposed on the peoples they had a right 
to complain, unless there was some just ground 
for the imposition of taxes. He was opposed to 
this bill in its present shape. If it was really de- 
signed by its advoestes to accomplish the objects 
which its title purported, how easy it was to sus- 
pend the operation of the distribution Jaw in the 
same manner in which jt was proposed to suspend 


the revenue laws, which would take efect oa the _ 


30th of June? Why had not the.chairman-of the. 
us, who foresaw the 


Committee of Ways and Meaiis, 9 
consequences now at hand, and who had the com- 


‘promise bill staring him in the face long ago, in- 


troduced this measure at an earlier period of the 
session? That gentleman knew what laws were in. 


force, and what would be the consequence of -post 
poning action; yet it was not nuntii nearthe mid- :- 


dle of June that he came forward with the present 
bill—a temporary measure, repealing all the. reve- 
nue laws of the ccuntry, unless Congress should 
take action in six weeks. The. gentleman had 
spoken.of demagogues in connexion with the op- 
ponents of this bill. That might have been. a lapsus 
lingue on the partof the gentleman; but it was a 
hard word. 
of the Committee of Ways and Means—the first 
lord of the treasury, as he had been termed—[here 


Mr. Fittmore smiled,] might have known that the - 


30th of June would arrive, and the compromise act 


It seemed to him that the chairman | 


eo 


go into full efect., Without intending any disre-. Ca 


spect towards that gentleman, his course reminded 
him of a young person playing with a piece of 
ordnance. If any cne told him that the revenue 
laws required forecaste, he either said the person 
was a demagogue, or a special friend ot the 
President. He did not desire at this time 
to enter into the questions referred to by his 
colleague, [Mr. Goacin;] but would merely say, 
in conclusion, that if the present bill was made.to 
continue the present revenue laws, and to suspend 
the operation of the distribution law according to 
the amendment of his friend from Mississippi, (Mr. 
Tuompson.] he would vote for it, inasmuch as the 
public faith would: be preserved, and ample time 
afforded to discuss the general revenue bill. He 
ventured to say, if the operation of the present 
revenue laws was continued as they existed, the 
bill might be passed in five minutes. He thought 


that neither the friends of protection nor of diş» 
tribution could complain of this ‘course, as they . 


both would have ample opportunities to discuss 
their principles, and endeavor to carry thefn out, 
when the large revenue bills came up for’ consid- 
eration. ae 


Mr. W. C. JOHNSON commenced with a de- 


nunciation of the “one-hour rule,” as oneof the 
abominations of the session; by the operation ‘of 
which, he should not be able to discuss the iim- 
portant question before the committee to his satis- 
faction. He then recapitulated the’ opinions: and 
positions of previous speakers, ard said, to him ‘it © 
was nota vital question whether this bill’ should 
pass cr fail. He next explained the‘ motives’ with 
which he had advocated the distribution of the 
proceeds of the public land, and: reviewed the pro- 
ceedings of the two Houses of Congress on that 
subject; and he gave netice that, if the distribution 
law was rendered inoperative, ke should ask- leave 
to introduce a bill for the assumption of the State 
debts. 

Mr. GORDON replied at length to the remarks 
of Mr. Jounson, contending, in opposition te that 
gentleman, that the distribuiion act. was passed as 
a financial question; that it received the sanction.of 
the two Houses cf Congress, and of the Execu- 


tive, on the ground that the money was inthe- 


treasury, and could be spared; and that it-was not 


passed on the assumption that the lands belonged : 


of right to the States. In support of this.position, 
Mr. G. quoted the clause in the bill which provides 
that the distribution shall cease whenever it may 
be found necessary to raise cuties.on imports 
above twenty per cent. If the pubiic lands were 
held by the General Government as a trust-fund, 
as argued by the gentleman, then Congress could 
only apply them in the manner designated in the 
deeds of trust. Nowhere was Congress authorized 
to sell the lands, and give the proceeds to the States; 
and moreover, if, according to the: doctrine of the 
gentleman, the purposes of the trust were accom- 
plished, and the General Government had no 
longer any right to hold the ‘lands, they should 
then be restored to the States who ceded them, 
among which the State of New York was a large 
grantor. But Mr. G. contended that the grants 
were absolute to the General Government, for 
dhe purposes therein mentioned; after the aerome 
plishment of which, the Goverament was suil ta 


yetain the ‘ownership of the unsold lands, and to- 


sell them’ for actual settlement and cultivation. 
Mr.G , in conclusion, replied to that part of Mr. 
Js speech in which he advocated an. assumption 
of the Siate debts, showing the unconstitutionality 


and inexpediency of the measure, and expressing | 


the firm. hopé and belief that so ruitious a policy: 
never would ‘find favor in that House, or in- the 


country. - , 

Mr. POPE then obtained the floor; but yielded. 
it to ee : f 

‘Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland, on whose motion 
the committee rose and reported progress. 

‘On motion by Mr, COWEN, the Committee of 
Claims had leave to sit during the sessions of the 
House. ’ - A 

On motion by Mr. McCKENNAN, 

The House adjourned. 

s > IN SENATE. 
i Weonuspay, June 15, 1842. > 
Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial fro 

a number of citizens of Philadelphia interested in 
the manufacture of soap and glass, who desire that 
soda-ash, which forms a constituent part in the 
manufacture of those articles, shall be continued 
as an article free of duty. They say it was made 
free by toe act of the extra session; and that, unless 
jt continues free; they cannot compete with the 
foreign manufacture of these articles: referred to. 
the Committee on Manufactures, 


Mr. B. also presented two memorials from the 


county of Delaware, Pennsylvania; in which the 
memorialists desire that there shall be discrimina- 
ting duties sufficient to protect the various interests 
of our Republic: referred to the Committee on 
Manufactures, 

Mr. B. also presented a memorial from Phila- 
delphia, in favor of a discriminating tariff, with a 
view to protection; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee.on Manufactures. 

Mr. BENTON presented a petition from Thomas 
J. Stone, praying indemnity for property lost in 
New Orleans during the late war; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Claims. 


Mr. TALLMADGE presented a memorial from 
Reading, Berks county, Pennsylvania, in which the 
memorialists complain that they :uffer greatly from 
the reduction of duties on leather, iron, coal, hats, 
and ready-made clothing; and remonstrating against 
the répeal of the twenty per cent, clause in the dis- 
trit ution act; and praying that sucha duty may be 
levied on foreign manafactures, as will give protec- 
tion to domestic manufactures: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Manufactures, 


Mr. T. also presented a memorial from Brook- 
lyn, New York, signed by 716 citizens of that 
place; in which the memorialists say that they wit- 
ness with regret the proposition for the reduction 
of the appropriations to the navy. They pray 
that such appropriations may be made, as will se- 
cure the completion of ships on the stocks. Oa mo- 
tion, laid on the table, the bill being now before the 
Senate. 

Mr. MERRICK presented a memorial from 
several thousand citizens of Baltimore, earnestly 
remonstrating against the proposed action of Con- 
gress in the reduction of the appropriation to the 
navy. They speak also of ihe necessity and im- 
portance of the enactment of a judicious tariff. They 
complain of the difficulties in consequence of the 
deranged state of the currency, to which, and to 
the tardy action of Congress on the subject, they 
attribute all the embarrassments and distress in the 
country. They state that the American people 

approve of economy, but despise parsimony, in the 
administration of the public affairs. The memorial 
was ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 


Mr. ARCHER presented a memorial from Pe- 
tersburg, Virginia, and its vicinity, signed by a 
great number of persons, in which they go into 
a long train of reasoning to show the importance 
of sustaining the domestie manufactures; and pre- 
senta long statement of facts, showing the pecu- 
Nár importance of sustaining them at this time. 
; are in favor of the enactment of a tariff of 
ve standard, Which will, atthe same time, 

give protection jo the. domestic manufactures: re. 
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ferred to the Committee on Manufactures, and or- 


- dered to be printed. 


Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, 
reported. back. to the Senate, without amendment, 
the bill to provide for the settlement of certain ac- 


| counts for the support of Government in the Ter- 


ritory of Wisconsin, and for other purposes. 

Mr. E. Said he bad been instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Finance to report a resolution. The 
bill making- appropriations for the army and West 
Point academy had been under the consideration 


_of the committee, and they were unable to act de- 


finitively on the provisoes of that bill as it came 
from. the House, without first obtaining the action 
of the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom the 
consideration of a portion of that bill peculiarly be- 
longs, and to which it should have been referred. 
The resolution was read, as follows: f : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of reducing the army 
of the United States to the scale proposed in the proviso of the 
first section of the bill of the House, making appropriations 
for the support of the army and of the military academy for 
the year 1842; and also into the expediency of regulating the 
pay of the general staff in. the: manner therein proposed; and 
also into the expediency of regulating the allowance of rations te 
the commanding officers of the separate posts, as provided in 
No. 2 of the said first section, and in the second section of said 
act; andto report their opinion on the said several matters to 
the Senate. : 4 

Mr. MERRICK said the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs was not present, but he 
saw no reason why the resolution should not be 
adopted, 

Mr. KING inquired of the chairman of the Fi- 
nance Committee whether it was intended by that 
committee to postpone action on the army appro- 
priation bill until the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs should report on that part of it proposing to 
reduce the military service of the country. 

Mr. EVANS said it was not the intention of the 
committee to postpone the consideration of the bill 
to any definite day, but supposed it would undergo 
investigation, however, delaying the final action of 
the Finance Committee until the Military Com- 
mittee shall have examined the points submitted to 
it. But, if the action of that committee was long 
delayed, of course the Finance Committee would 
not wait. 

He presumed, however, that the committee 
would have finally acted upon the bill by the time 


_ it was reached in the regular course of business. 


The resolution was then adopted. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Finance Committee, made 
an adverse report on the memorial of William 
Blake; which. was ordered to lie on the table and 
be printed. 

Mr. ARCHER gave notice that he would, on to- 
morrow, ask leave to introduce a bill for. the reor- 
ganization of the Navy Department. 

* On motion of Mr. MERRICK, it was 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be directed to 
furnish to the Postmaster General, for the use of the Post Office 
Department, a complete set of Senate and House documents 
from the year 1814 to the commencement of the present session 
of Congress, so far as said Secretary may have within his con- 
trol surplus copies of said documents. 

On motion of Mr. PORTER, the President pro 
tem. was empowered to appoint another member 
to fill the vacancy on the Naval Committee. 

Mr. CONRAD asked the Senate to take up the 
resolution submitted by him on yesterday, calling 
on the President of the United States for information 
as to what measures have been taken to obtain the 
recognition by the Mexican Government of such 
claims of American cilizens as were laid before the 
late joint commission, but were not acied upon by 
it, and for the satisfaction of such claims as were 
admitted. 

Mr. KING made some suggestion to the Sena- 
tor from Louisiana, [Mr. Barrow,] that the infor- 
mation which he wished may have been reported 
to the Senate in the report received from the State 
Department on the subject of the Mexican com- 
mission, on yesterday; and if not in that, no doubt 
the whole ground of the call would be reported 
upon ina few days, under a resolution adopted a 
short time since, at hisinstance. He then suggest- 
ed.to him the propriety of waiting a few days, 
for these reasons, before he pressed his resolution. 
If the object was not accomplished, he would then 
vote for the call. 

Mr. CONRAD acquiesced in the suggestion, and 
did not press his motion. 


THE FLORIDA ARMED OCCUPATION BILL. 
On motion of Mr. BENTON, the bill to provide 
for the armed occupation and settlement of the un- 
settled part of the peninsula of East Florida, hav- 
ing been correctly engrossed, was read the third 
time and passed. 
THE APPORTIONMENT BILL. 

On motion of Mr. BERRIEN, the Senate took 
up the message ‘from the House, returning the bill 
apportioning Representatives among the States ac- 
cording to the sixth census, and giving informa- 
tion that that House had non-concurred with the 
Senate in all their amendments to said bill. 

Mr. BERRIEN said it would be recollected that 
the amendments to the bill related, in the first 
place, to the ratio, which the Senate had increased 
from 50,179 to 70,680; and, ia the second place, 
providing for a representation of fractions. The 
subjects (said Mr. B.) had been so fully discussed 
heretofore, that it was not necessary to make any.. 
observations upon them now. He would, there- 
‘fore, for the purpose of obtaining the sense ot the 
Senate, make the motion that the Senate insist on 
its amendments. 

Mr. ALLEN demanded the yeas and nays on 
the motion; which were ordered. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said that, inasmuch as the 
yeas and nays had been ordered, he called for a 
division of the question, so as to take the question 
on the amendments separately: because he would 
vote for insisting on the ratio, and receding from 
the fractional representation. 

Mr. BERRIEN hoped the Senator from Ohio 
would not insist òn the call for the yeas and nays 
at this stage of the proceeding, 

Some remarks were made here, of a conversa. 
tional character, by Messrs. ALLEN, BERRIEN, 
ARCHER, and KING, as to which would be the 
proper motion to decide—a motion to insist, a mo- ` 
tion to adhere, or a motion to recede from the 
amendments; but it was determined that the ques- 
tion should be put on a motion to insist. 

The question now being on the motion to insist 
on the amendment of the Senate, providing that 
such States as have a fraction of more than a moiety 
of the ratio shall be entitled to an additional Rep. 
resentative, it was put, and decided in the afirma- 
tive—yeas 24, nays 18, as follows: 

YEAS—Measrs. Bates, Berrien, Choate, Clayton, Crafts, 
Cuthbert, Evans, Fulton, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, 


Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Sevier, 
ee Walker, White, Wilcox, Woodbridge, and Young 


NAYS—Messis, Allen, Archer, Bagby, Barrow, Benton, 
Buchanan: King, aan, png tae Preston, Smith ef Con- 
necticut, Smith of Indiana, Sturgeon, Tappan, Williams 
Woodbury, and Wiight—I8 S 0n, = appan, ? 
, The question was then taken on the motion to 
insist on the amendment of the Senate, increasing 
the ratio adepted by the House from 50,176 to 
70,680, and decided in the affirmative—yeas 30, 
nays 14, as follows: 

YEAS—Measrs. Archer, Bagby, Ratrow, Bayard, Berri 
Buchanan, Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Cuthbert, Evans, Fulton, 
Graham, -Henderson, Linn, McRoberts, Mangum, Merrick, 
Miller, Phelps, Porter, Preston, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, Stur- 
geon, Tallmadge, Walker, White, Williams, and Young—30. 
are mice Shen Anien, crore Choate, Huntington, 

ing, Morehead, Smith of Connecticut, Ta, Wi 
Woodbridge, Woodbury, and Wright—14. PEAD Ilco; 
, The other amendments of the Senate, conform- 
ing the number of Representatives for each State 
to the ratio, was also insisted on; and 

The Secretary was directed to return the bill to 
the Mig yi inform it of the action of the Sen- - 


ts 


ate. 
THE NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Oa moti of Mr. EVANS, the Senate resumed, 

as in Nmap of the whole, the consideration of 


i 


the bill maing appropriation for the naval service 
for the year 1842. 

The question immediately pending was the 
amendment of the Finance Committee, proposing 
to strike from the bill the following: proviso: 

Provided, That, till otherwise ordered by Congress, no part 
of this, or any future or existing appropriation, shall be appli 
ed to the payment of any officers in the navy appointed after 
this date, beyond the number in each grade on the lst day of 
Rota a ane har the croes now in the service beyond 

at number shali be reduced as fast asd i i 
promotions will admit.” zaga tha rosignetionsagd 

Mr. CHOATE understood that the proviso now 
under consideration- bad for its object to restrain 


the executive power, including the Senate, from 


making any new appointments for the naval ser- 
vice. It was very well known that there was 
every disposition to retrench, wheréver the public. 
policy admitted of retrenchment. - But this proviso 
comes in a shape so obnoxious, that he hoped sen- 
timents of’ just pride would induce the Senate to 
eradigate it from this bill. He weuld ask not 
alone his political friends, but the gentlemen on 
the other side~was it wise, was it prudent, was't 
expedient, to allow the hands of the Senate to be 
tied up by a legislative enactment, leaving them- 
selves and the Executive incompetent to perform 
their duties to the country in any sudden or unfor- 
seen exigency? Last summer a liberal increase 
to the number of navy officers was made; but was 
it not very well known that many cf the most bril- 
liant and deserving young officers in the service, 
who were at the time on foreign service, were neg- 
lected and passed over, because they were not here 
to push their suits for promotion? Was it just 
that now, on their return, it was to be put oat of 
the power of fhe Executive to reward them for 
their services? Tle believed it was indispensable 
to the service, that some new appointments should 
be made before the close of this session; but ke 
did not mean to say that the addition should be 
thirty or twenty: he meant only some. It was 
contemplated by thc Committee on Naval Affairs 
to report a bill making considerable improvements 
and modifications in the service. When recom- 
mended, they may or they may not be adopied; 
but. if they shall be adopted, they will remove 
much of the objections brought forward by those 
who think there is a necessity for iniroducing this 
proviso in an appropriation bill. He was free to 
admit that it was his opinion there were already 
too many midshipmen in the United States navy. 
England, with ten guns to our one, has little more 
than four hundred midshipmen in her service; 
while we have upwards of taree hundred. One ot 
the reforms contemplated is to establish a naval 
schoo! for the education of youth for the midship- 
men service. Ose great object to be attained by 
this would be to educate young Americans for the 
service, and those only would be promoted whose 
abilities and fitness rendered them eligible. There 
would be no chance for favoritism or inierest—ihe 
sole test for promotion being merit and capability. 

‘Another reform was, that of establishing the far- 
Tough system, and a more select plan of promo- 
tions. He could not expect the Senate to decide, 
in advance, in favor of these reformations. ‘They 
are mere collateral issues at present. Bat all he 
asked was, that they should not be prejudget; aad 
that the possibility of their efficacy might be ad- 
mitted, 

There were but 45 captains of the present num- 
ber fit for service. There are 68 in commission; 
but one-third of this number must be utterly un- 
qualified for actual service. The Secretary of the 
Navy assured him yes’erday afternoon, that at 


least one-third of the captains in the service must | 


be worn out, and unfit for longer service. It was 
an English naval maxim, that a saior is an old 
man at 40 years of age. Many of the captains of 
the United States navy are far beyond that age. 
There are but 45 actually efficient. Yet the Sena. 
tor from Maine [Mr. Witurams] admitted yester- 
day that 55 would not be more than requisite. 

The report of the minority of the Committee on 
Naval Affairs admits that 22 captains are indis- 
pensable for the service at sea, and 19 on shore. 
Butif 22 must be kept at sea, 22 should also be 
kept in reserve on shore. There would then be 22 
at sea, 22 on shore in reserve, and 19 employed on 
land—making, in all, 63. 

Mr. C. pointed ont the necessity of naval sta- 
tions on the Pacific ocean, growing out of the revo- 
lotionary nature of some half-dozen unsettled re- 
publics on the western shores of the American con- 
tinent. Tae protection of commerce and the whale 
fishery, amid such changes and conflicts, required 
an efficient squadron in those seas. Such a service 
was continually calling for relays of officers. 

Who were going to be promoted? Were they not 
men who had clung to their prefessions with des- 
perate fidelity til] all o'her sources of livelihood 
were placed beyond their reach? Is it not clear that 
this principle ought to be established—thal any man 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


who -devotes himself to the service for thirty years, ~ 


thereby cutting himself off from the advantages of 
other pursuits, should then be promoted to the rank 
of post-captain.at leas‘? It is related of a youth in 
England, about to enter the British naval service, 
that, being asked if he expected to be a post-captain 


before he would be an old man, replied, “He - 
would not enter the service at all, if he did not ex- 


pect, by that time, to be an admiral of the blue.” ~ 


That was the spirit which ought to be encouraged 
as a stimulus to enter the service of the United 
States. f 

Mr. CUTHBERT observed thai the Senator 
from Massachusetts had launched a project for re- 
form in the naval service. Bat, be would ask, was 
there, in that project, to be no limitation? 

He asked what was the necessity for an unlimit- 
ed discretion in the Executive, for appointments? 

Mr. ARCHER remarked that a system of limit- 
ation was in contemplation. It wenld grow out 
of the system of raising officers from a naval 
school; as the appointments would necessarily be 
according to the wants of the service, and the fit- 


ness of those chosen for the junior ranks, subse- . 


quently to be advanced by seniority and merit. 
Mr. SEVIER said he had never heard two 


` morc extraordinary speeches than those which had 


been made by the gentleman from Massachusetts 
and the gentleman from Delaware. It had been 
moved to strike oat this proviso; and for what 
reason? They were told by the Senators that if 
the proviso was notstricken out, the Senate and the 
Executive would have their hands tied in relation 
to appoiniments. This was the doctrine held by 
Senators; and it was upon this that they appealed 
to the Senaie to strike out the proviso. They con- 
tended that, as the Senate had got the power, 
whether justly or wrongfully, they ought to keep 
it; not that the House would not co-operate and 
go with the Senate in ihis matter, but that Senators 
wouid not trust them. This was a mest extraor- 
dinary docirine to influence the Senate, and induce 
ihem to reject the proviso of the House, and refase 
them the privilege of having any thing to say about 
the matter. The proviso allowed them to retain 
the number of officers which there were at present; 
but ihe Senate reject it, and say—-No; we have got 
the power, and we will keep it. If he (Mr. 
Sevier) were a member of the House, he would 
lose the whole bill before he would yield the pro- 
viso. The bill should fail, and fail forever, before 
he would submit to be deprived of the proviso, 
afier the avowal they had heard, that the whole 
naval establishment ought to depend upon the 
Executive and the Senate. 

The principal objection seemed to be, that this pro- 
vision was inserted in an appropriation bill. And why 
was itso? Because the House knew well enough 
that if they did not get it passed in the appropria- 
tion bill, they never would get it. He (Mr. 8.) 
was glad ithad been inserted. The gentleman 
from Massachusetts had made an excellent speech 
in favor of the navy. Was there any man who 
was opposed to the continuance of the naval estab- 
lishment? He believed not. But the House very 
naturally desired to have a voicein the matter; and 
if they had the pluck which he believed they had, 
they would let the biil be lost before they would 
yield the proviso. 

They had been told by the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts that another skip was at this moment re- 
quired upon the coast of Morocco. Well, they 
had a steamship lying within sight of the Capitol— 
why not send her? Whether the navy was tco 
Jarge or too small, was not the question: if it 
was too small, let bill be brought in to increase 
it, and he would vote for it. Bat he hoped the 
proviso would stand where it was, and be adopted 
by the Senate. 

Mr. BAYARD said the Senator from Arkansas 
was mistaken in supposing there was no check on 
the Executive. The Senate was an effectual check, 
and one that had often been used. The Senator 
did not consider that a navy consisted of various 
things besides officers—among them, were materials 
for building and equipping vessels. The construc- 
tion of ships is another. And then there is the 
right which the President of the United States is 
necessarily invested with, of making use of these 


` gressive in its attainments. 


ships for the public service. -Then there was the 
procurement of officers and men educated profesa. 
sionally at sea. The number. requisite must:de-'. 
pend on the number of ships in-commission; and , 
the namber of ships.depends on. the materials, ord- 
nance, provisions, and equipments provided -for-the 
construction and stores of the vessels. These are» 
allindividually controlled by law—-so that there is -: 
a chain of checks and limitations from beginning « 
to end; andthe House of Representatives has com- - 
plete contro! of the whole in the appropriation bills. - 
Officers of the navy could not be educated for the 
service in a day ora year. ` Itis a profession pro* 
Bat this provisoin~ 
terferes, and ties up the hands of the Executive and : 
the Senate, from the performance of the duty which 
is their province—the use of the appointing power. 
It is an indirect way of reaching the object of re- 
striction, to say the Executive and Senate may ap- 
point as many officers as they please, but there 
shall be no pay allowed for such officers beyond a 
certain number; and was not this the same as 
abridging the appointing power? If there was no - 
other objection to this proviso, this was a sufficient 
one; but there was another altogether insurmounta- . 
ble in his mind—ihat such a proviso had no busi- 
ness in an appropriation bill, . : : 

Mr. WALKER did not rise to discuss this ques- „ 
tion, but to make a suggestion. It had been said 
that, if the proviso were passed, the Senate would 
be prevented from making promotions of inerito- 
rious officers, in which all would.be willing to con- 
cur; and it had been said, also, that the service of 
the.country required an, additioval number of na- 
val officers. This object could be accomplished in 
one of two ways: firsi, by laying the bill upon the 
table, and going into executive session, and there 
determining the point whether there were individu- 
als who deserved promotion, and who had been 
passed by inadvertently; and whether the various 
grades of service require a greater number .than-at - 
present exists; and the determination of the Senate, 
by rejection or confirmation of further appoint- 
menis, might guide the action of the House and 
the Senate when the bill should be again taken up 
for consideration, and they could then act under- 
standingly. 

There was another method of disposing of this 
matter: by permitting the proviso to stand, aod 
merely striking out the words “each grade;” and 
the Senate would then be at liberty to transfer ofa 
ficers from one grade to another, witheut increasing 
the totality. He believed it was conceded by the 
Senator from Massachusetts that there was no ne~ 
cessity for increasing the total number of officers. 
There was nothing of this kind proposed. If this 


‘amendment were adopted, our hands would be 


bound up. The chairman of the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, who introduced this bill, would 
have them fix the precise number of which the 
naval peace establishment should consist. He 
(Mr. W.) would suggest, then, that the object 
might be accomplished either by striking out the 
words “each grade,” or else laying the bill upon 
the table, and going into executive session, and de~ 
termining upon the question whether appointments 
are required before the final action takes place up- 
on the bill. ae 
Mr. CUTHBERT said there were occasions 
when he regretted exceedingly the state of his 
health would not permit him to enter, as he would 
wish, into the discussions which took place. He 
felt it a matter of duty, however, not to omit, at @ 
future day, fully to express his ideas upon the sub= 
ject now before the Senate. They were urged on 
with the idea that, because this was a great coun 
try, we should have an enormous navy; and a 
comparison had been drawn between the navy of 
this country and that of Great Britain. Great 
Britain had a thousand ships, and six thousand 
naval officers; and she had, also, a miserable and 
a discontented population. . The United States of 
America had a smail navy, and not exceeding five 
hundred officers; and her seventeen or eighteen 
millions of inhabitants were a thriving, happy, and 
contented people. Which was the more desirable? 
He stood pledged at some future time lo express 
his sentiments at large upon this subject; be would, 
at present, merely remark, that he regretted to ob- 


* 


. resources. of the country... 


~ & precedent which ought not to be encouraged. 


serv an atiempt to fix,.by this bill, anaval-estab=- 
lishment which must-become burdensome upon. the.. 


‘Mr. HUNTINGTON: said it was no. part of his. 
purpose’ to enter “into. this discussion.. -Buat he 
‘would state. afew reasons.for the vote he should 
give. Tn voting to strike out this proyiso, he did 
not-wish it.to-be:understood that-he was opposed. to 
‘such retrenchment.in the naval service, as the best 
policy: of the-country: wonld-authorize.” Ashe un- 
derstood -the matter, the: effect of this proviso is, 
that: there shall be no-additions to: the number of. 
officers at. presentin the naval service. He was 
by no means prepared to say. that the number 
wught not to be’ increased, for the benefit of the 
service and the country, in any exigeney: which 
might-occur between the present session of Con- 
gress and the next session. He thought the proper 
course was, to. pass this appropriation bill merely 
in the form of an appropriation bill, without the 
proviso. If a law such as the proviso is necessary,- 
letit be introduced as a Separate measure, on iis 
own merits; and he would be disposed to consider 
it fairly and candidly. Let the law define the 
grades and number of officers; and, in view of the 
whole subject, let it be examined and.appropri- 
ately considered.. He thought it was establishing 


Mr. BUCHANAN. I byno means rise to make 
a speech. Bat, as I intend to vote in favor of the 
proviso, I. wish to explain my vote in such a man- 
ner as to place myself in a true position in regard 
to this question. In the first place, no Senator 
on this floor can..more highly appreciate the abso- 
lute and imperious necessity which exists for sus-. 
taining. the navy than I. . I believe it is the best 
arm. of our defence. It is not at all dangerous, and 
never can become so, to.the liberties of the coun'ry. 
It protects us abroad, where we are most in danger; 
and differs from the army, because, as far as re- 
gards an army, we are the most powerfal nation on 
this continent, and need no very large army to de- 
fend ourselves, Nordo I intend, in the slightest 
degree, to reflect upon the Secretary of the Navy, 
whom I believe to be a very worthy individual. 
Why, then, should I vote for this proviso? I will 
to state the reasons in a few words. It is somewhat 
astonishing that, during the fifty years’ existence of 
this Government, this imporiant arm of our de- 
fence has never been regulated by law. I have 
before me the report of Mr. Barbour, made in 
1821, when he was chairman of the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, pointing out the necessity for regu- 
lating the subject by law. The same thing has been 
done year. after year; and yet no serious attempt 
has been made for this purpose. Lam very happy 
to see that my friend from Virginia has taken up 
the subject, and [hope he will persevere to its ac- 
complishment. 

What does this proviso propose? Simply this: 
That, until Congress shall act upon the subject, 
the present number of officers in the navy shall not 
be increased, This is the whole. Itis a regula- 
tion by Congress, fixing the number as it exists, 
until there sha!l be an alteration made by Congress, 
It leaves it as it is, until the bill of my :riend from 
Virginia shali become a law. Well, now, ought 
not this to be done? Is it desirable to leave to the 
Executive Department of this Government the 
power of increasing the naval peace establishment, 
while the House of Representatives is compelled to 
provide the ways ard means for its support? Will 
anybody say that this power ought to be continued 
in ihe President and the Senate? It is an anomaly 
ig our system, because it rests with the House to 
provide the means of payment, while they are 
not allowed a voice in its creation. 

T believe tae President has always acted faithful- 
ly in regard to nominations for appointments; but 

I believe, also, that without any intention teact 
improperiy, the importunities, and, if you please, 
the merits of individuals, will induce him in many 
cases to make nominations of distinguished of- 
ficers for promotion; and for the Senate to reject 
them is, in some. degree, to cast a reproach upon 
their characters. The consequence is, the number 
goes on ‘increasing; and it is almost impossible 
Wat: we can resist it, . 
~ Whavdoesthe- House do: by iegulating the law? 


s 


- reform I believe to be the desire of all. 


should not have- voted for it, if it-had cut of a 


“single. officer, because I admit that the navy ought 
‘to-grow with: our growth, and increase with our 
“strength; that the number of our officers and ships 
‘ought to be increased. in. proportion as we extend 
>our trade, and as the wealth of the country in- 
_ creases, . i f 


Now, what objections can there be that the mat- 


ter should remain as.if now stands, until Congress 


otherwise directs? And until some measure of 


: this-kind be adopted, Congress will not otherwise - 
‘direct. The Senator from Virginia may report his 


bills burit will share the fate of all its predecessors, 
and will not become a law within this session: 
‘Now, sir, I admit cheerfully that it would have 
been much better if. they had done this by a sepa- 
rate bill; but the House, being a larger body, can 
only act efficiently, I suppose, by attaching a clause 
of this kind to an appropriation bill. They cannot 
get a law through that House for the organization 


of the navy within a shorter period than a month; | 


and if we pass this proviso, we shall necessarily 

act upon the bill of the Senator from Virginia. 

This, then, is one reason why I shall vote for it. 
Another reason is this: I shall not now agree to 


increase the expenses of this Government, beyond ` 


keeping up its present institutions, until I know that 
revenue will be provided in some way or other to 
meet the expense. I will not cut down, but T will 
stand where we are, until I know that some means 
are provided for relieving the treasury and enabling 
us to meet the additional expense. I go upon the 
principle that there is no immediate danger of war; 
and I would not borrow money at an exorbitant 
rate of interest, to increase the number of the offi- 
cers of the navy beyond what it is. Economy and 
I would 
not economize so as to reduce the navy below 
what it is at present. Let us stop here. Let us pass 
the revenue bill, to enable us to meet the expenses 
of the Government. 

I am decidedly. in favor of the reorganization of 
the navy; but I will tell the Senator from Virginia 
what is a very important point—you cannot get 
men to serve; you cannot man your ships at the 
rate of wages you pay at present, while merchant- 
ships hold out greater inducements. You must in- 
crease the pay of your seamen. 

Having said thus much, merely for the purpose 
of explaining my vote; and believing that the best 
interests of the navy, which I desire should be 
cherished, require that, in the present state of the 
country, we should not go on too rapidly; and be- 
lieving that I am sustaining those interests by 
voting in favor of the proviso, as it has been 
amended, I shall give my vote in its favor. 

Mr.. WOODBURY, without any extraordinary 
professions for or against the navy, which he re- 
ally respected as much as any gentleman, must 
sustain the proviso. He would say, that the im- 
pulse given ia 1835-36, by surplus revenue, and 
the exploring expedition of that period, had made 
the naval expenses larger. Then followed new 
steamers, and a quasi war establishment, on ac- 
count of apprehensions of hostilities, If the same 
circumstances exist now as did in 1840-41, he 
would say, if he believed war was likely to occur 
s00n, do not cut down the navy establishment, and 
do-not put any restrictions in this way, at this 
moment, on the appointing power. But if it is 
the fact—as he sincerely trusted—that, instead of 
a quasi war, there isnow profound peace, the circum. 
stances become so much changed that the propriety 
of reducing the navy to a peace establishment 
must be obvious. 

That the navy ought to be regulated by law, 
every gentleman admits. Without any express 
law, wa> there not a manifest propriety in any 
proviso which should prevent the number of ap- 
pointments from being carried half up, or quite up, 
to the standard of the British navy, on fuil pay? Ti 
would be a great relief to the Execuiive, and the 
head cf the Navy Department, to fixsome limita- 


tion on appointments, by which the impcriunities 
with which they are beset shall not be the occasion 
of overloading the Government 
number of officersin any grade than the exigen- 
cies of the service - actually demand. A clerk in 
any public office, a lieutenant in the army, a 


with a gréater 


judge could not be appointed without authority of 
law; and why should there not be a. similar check 
with regard to officers in the navy? 

It was urged heretofore, in official communica- 
tions by himself, that it would be proper to limit 
Executive discretion in this; and a benefit to the 
Executive and the departments would also accrue 
by passing laws regulating the peace establish- 
ment. He- had submitted a resolution for that 
purpose,.in December last, which had not been 
acted on; though he: hoped it. yet would be acted 
upon. before our adjournment. It was better to 
bring this matter forward in an appropriation bill, 
than that there should be no check at all, It is 
the only way in which the House now finds it prac- 
ticable to effect any control on this question. It 
could only be done in an appropriation bill, which 
gives that House. the power of control as to navy 
officers. There should be no reflection on the 
House on this account; for there is no reflection on 
the Executive or the Senate. It is their right and 
duty, in the present exigency.. He considered the 
introduction of it into this bill, under all the cir- 
cumstances, not only highly excusable, but justifi- 
able. He did not mean to say that a separate 
law would not, in itself, if prepared early and sea- 
sonably, be more desirable; but he contended this 
check was better than none at all. When acting 
on this proviso, the Senate is acting on the whole 
bill. It was not put in without some meaning, It _ 
was not merely to strip the Executive and the 
Senate of the appointing power, now unlimited: 
its object was to reduce the expenses of the navy, 
from the Secretary of. ihe Nayy’s estimate of eight 
and a half millions of dollars, to about $6,293,000. 
That was the whole éffect of the whole measure, 
and of all the changes in the bill,- 

The difference between both sides of the Senate 
on this subject seemed to be, that one believed the 
navy ought to be kept pon a quasi war establish- 
ment; and the other, in peace and not expecting 
war, believed it ought to be on a peace establish- 
ment;—not cut down below that, but left liberally 
for peace, 

During the administration of the younger 
Adams, there was a peace establishment of the 
havy; and was it not then perfectly efficient and 
prosperous for all peace purposes? Yet the average 
expenditure then was only from three to four mil- 
lions. It was so under General Jackson. Under 
Mr. Adams, piracy was extirpated in the West. 
Indies. Under his successor, the Malays in the 
farthest India were chastised; and a semi-banditti, 
broken up at the Falkland islands.’ It was, not 
till 1836 °37 that a large increase commenced. 
But why? Because there was an overflowing 
treasury. We were embarrassed with money, 
rather than for money. An exploring expedition 
was then decided upon. But even with that ex- 
pedition—so noble and glorious in some rempecisn= 
six millions and a fraction were the whole expenses, 

But why should it now at once be raised to 
eight and a half millions? He was willing to in- 
crease 50 per cent, on the old peace establishment 
of ten or fifteen years ago, in consideration of ‘the 
Increase of commerce and other circumstances; al- 
though the risks of piracy and depredations on our 
commerce abroad had, in fact, greatly diminished 
rather than increased. i 

When the change was made from the establish. 
ment of January 1, 1841, it was in view of the 
alarming circumstances of the country at the time, 
as many supposed. But those circumstances have 
changed to a more peacetul State, aed he saw no 
reason why a corresponding change should not be 
made back to the standard of 1841. 

With regard to the officers of the navy, he was 
not willing to look upon them as men Struggling 
for money and promotion, He viewed them, in 
thé inass, as men of as-high moral feelings and pa 
triotism as any gentlemen. in Congress. Their 
struggles were not for the mere emoluments of of- 
fice; their ambition was to serve their Country, and 
to gain a name in the record of its history—to win 
glory and perform duty at all hazards, 

Fle showed the number of vessels in commission 
at different periods, from 1892 to 1842, on which 


he commented for some time; also the number of 


officers and guns; also the British forces 


‘He alluded.to the- passage quoted by the Sena- 
tor from. Delaware yesterday from General Jack- 
son?s: farewell message; and showed that the rec- 
ommendations of that message applied to im- 
perishable materials for a navy, to be ready in any 
emergency.. That was a wise and prudent policy. 

-There are twenty-nine or thirty post-cap- 
tains now on leave or waiting orders, and from 
thirty to forty. commanders. Many of them are 
impatient to be called into active service—hating 
a life of.indolence—an idle, loafing life—and who 
are anxious to. be performing some public service 
for- the pay they receive. It was, generally, not 
their fault that they were not on dut ; but ours, in 
making them so numerous that they could not be 
employed. He dwelt on the peace establishment 
of England—for her navy averaged £18,000,000 
in time of war, before the year 1820—-but her 
peace establishment was now only £5,000,000 to 
£6,000,000. Gentlemen talk of 103 post-captains 
being necessary, for employment in commission; 
while. England has only 70 post-cdptains employed 
in vessels in commission. She had fewer com- 
manders so employed than our whole number of 
the same grade. r 

The host of English navy officers was on retired 
and balf-pay—less in amount than ours b y one-third 
when full, and not one-half of full pay often, when 
retired; and her seamen only half. Her vessels 
afloat, also, were mostly small ones—63 of them 
being steamers, with only one or two guns on an 
average. | : 

‘With his convictions as to the state of the coun- 
try at the present moment, he felt himself bound 
to vote for the retention of the proviso in the bill 
as it came from the House. 

We annex two or three tables, used by Mr. W. 
CERTAIN CLASSES OF OFFICERS IN TAE NAVIES 
OF ENGLAND AND THE UNITED STATES. 

Not on half-pay, and retired, 

British, Jan. 1, 1841, United States, Jan. 1, 1842, 
Captains . - 71 68 
Commanders. - ~ 9L 96 
Lieutenants - - 564 
es and passed 

midshipmen - - 485 _ 5535 

Nore 1. But with these officers employed in commission, 
and others of other grades, (these differing so little from ours in 
number,) she has enough to take care afloat of more than double 
as many seamen and boys, and five to six times ag many ves- 
sels, of all sizes, as we have afloat. And we propose still to add 
thirty-six more captains than we now have. 

2, She pays them so much less than we do, per officer ard 
Seaman, that, with a half-pay and retired list (beside these) of 
near 6,000 officers, the whole expense of her navy is but three 
to four times as much as ours is proposed tobe for 1842. Ours 
used to be only about one eighth in 1833; now, in 1842, about 
one-fourth, Some grades of her officers, when on full pay, re- 


Ceive little more than half of what is paid to ours; and her sea- 
men only halfas much. 


EXPENSES OF THE NAVY OF THE UNITED STATES. 


1817 - š P + $3,314,593 
1818 s z - - + 2,953,695 
1819 . : . + 3,847,640 
1820 x a . 4,387,990 (1) 
sel r 3 3 + 83,319,243 
1822 ~ - . + 2,224,458 
1823 : a 2,503,765 
1824 a 2 k 2,904,581 
1825 Žž . - - : - 3,049,083 
1826 ž - ` . . + 4,218,902 (2) 
187 Žž . . < : 4,263,877 
18238, - » P 3,918,786 
1829 - Å . . 3,308,745 
1830 . ` - 3,239,428 
1831 >- . é x 3,856,183 (3) 
1832 4 : 3,956,370 
1833. W a : 3,901,356 
184 Žž . . - . 3,956,260 
1835 x z z 3,898,791 
1836 : . : - 5,827,816 (4) 
J837 -à a 6,852,059 (5) 
183g - -< 5,980,971 
1839 a 5,941,389 (6) 
1840 : 8,225,002 
1841 5 : a + 6,196,516 (7) 
ise : F . - 6,852,000 (8) 


(1) Increased to suppress piracies in West Indies. 

(2) Increased to suppress piracies. 

(3) Dry-docks begun. , A 

(4) Exploring expedition preparing, and revenue expanding 
much. 

(5) One large steamer. 

(6) Two more large steamers. 

(7) ~Asascertained and exiimated by the Treasury Depatr- 
ment, , p 

(©) Ifexpended as appropriated in the bill—but $8,250,000 if 
expended as estimated last December by the Navy 
Department. 


Nors—Expenses of navy of England were, in 1920, but ER- 
229,301; in 1830 but £5,595,855; in 1937 but £4,521,501, andin 
1841 but £5,659,051. 


Our naval expenses in late war were only what is now pro- 


posed by the Secretary of the Navy, 


` proper mode of legislation. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


In 1813 but - - - . - $6,466,600 
184 : . : - - 7,311,290 
1815 . - ~ - - 8,660,000 

- IBi6 only . . - : - 3,408,278. 


INCREASE OF OFFICERS OF UNITED STATES NAVY 
AND SEAMEN, 


1822. 1824. 1830. 1833. 1841. 1842, 
Captains - - 3l 28 37 37 55 68 
Commanders - -  3t 30 39 43 55 96 
Lieutenants - - 196 172 8 214 298 38 
Surgeons - -. 46 35 39 47 59 69 
Assistant-surgeons and 
passed assistants - 41 38 58. -41 74 66 
Pursers : - 4 39 43 40 53 64 
Chaplains - - 10 8 9 8 13 24 
Midshipmen and pass- 
edmidshipmen - 336 325 376 384 457 553 


Petty officers, seamen, 

boys, &ec.* - - 3,164 3268 3,875 5,011 7,419 9,784 

*In December, 1822, the Navy Department, on a call of 
House of Representatives, reported a naval peace establish. 
ment. Tt consisted of 1 rear admiral, 5 commodores, 25 cap- 
tains, 30 masters commandant, 190 lieutenants, 400 midship- 
men, 35 surgeons, 45 assistants or mates, 6 chaplains, 40 
pursers; ‘and seamen, poys, &c., not exceeding 3,500. Mazi- 
mum —50 more midshipmen, and 230 lieutenants, 

Nore.—England reduced her navy after the war. In that, 
the expenses were £18,000,000 annually some years. But, in 
1820, only £2,229,904; and now, though engaged in Chinese 
war, only £5,659,051; and for 1842, voted a little more, 
£6 614,157. We reduced ours, after late war, from over 
$3,009,000 to about $3,000,000. 


NUMBER OF GUNS AFLOAT IN THE NAVY OF THE 
UNITED STATES. 


Year, Gunscomputed. Vessels in commission, 
1822 - - 388 : - 27 

1824 . : 408 . - 27 

1830 : : 616 - . 25 

1833 - - 465 < - 2l 

1835 - : 466 7 - 20 

1836 - - 462 ~ - 0 

1837 ` 564 - - 0 

1838 ~ 670 : ` 0 

1839 ` 632 - - 25 

1840 . 833 - : 32 

1841 747* - - 32 

842 937, as estimated in December, 


} x z 
1841, by the Secretary of the Navy. But 1,002 returned as in 
commission, by Navy Register, Jan. 1, 1842. If we increase 
the captains to 104, as proposed, and employ them as proposed, 
the number of guns afloat would be 1,662. 

In the English navy, the number of guns afloat was computed 
at about 3,500 in 1839. England then had 175 vessels in com- 
mission, and 242 in 1840: but in 1837 only 228; in 1830, but 164; 
and in 1820, but 127, In the two last periods only 14 were 
ships of the line, and in the others from 23 to 28; and all but 
55 were sloops and under—including 65 steamers. 


* Home squadron would add 107 guns more. 


816 in commission, 


Mr. PRESTON observed, that the Senate had 
two modes of controlling the number of appoint- 
ments—either by passing the bill with this proviso, 
or by exercising the right.to reject all unnecessary 
appointments in executive session. Having this 
alternative, he thought it was proper for the Senate 
to'strike out the proviso, as an anomalous and im- 
The clear, constitu- 
tional, and accustomed mode of checking the ap- 
pointing power of the Executive, was in executive 
session. All concurred that it was an impioper 
mode of legislation, to introduce such matters in 
appropriation bills. It was a principle laid down 
at the very commencement of the session, that no 
alterations of fundamental laws should be intro- 
duced in appropriation bills. The House itself 
had acted on this principle in the civil and diplo- 
matic appropriation bili; and now, with what face | 
of consistency could this proviso be foreed upon 
the consideration of ihe Senate? 

The first fact to be decided is, whether this coun- 
try is to have a navy or not. If it is tohavea 
navy, there must be officers and men; and for all 
this, appropriations are necessary. Bat once a 
course of policy is decided upon, the means must | 
be provided. Having decided the principle, there |] 
is no backing out; the means must be furnished. H 

He trusied the Senate would adhere to the pria- | 
ciple laid down at the commencement of the ses- 
sion; and tbat nothing would be permitted to be | 
done by a side wind, that could not be done direct- 
ly. Why should not the Senate do what js right, 
boldly and directly? Why should it be driven to || 
do anything indirectly? If it is the duty of the || 
Senate to do a thing, let it be done ina proper | 
manner. It did not comport with the dignity of |) 
that body to give its coantenance to indirect 
courses. Once admit this system, and it will per- 
vade, thwart, and paralyze every other branch 
of the public service. I: wasa sort of compulsion 


Register shows 


which the Senate shouid not permit itself to be in- 


fluenced by. In a parenthesis, the gallant navy of | 


this Union is to be swept from the ocean. He | 


Ps 


‘would ask the Serator from, Pennsylvania, was it: 


wise, was it proper, to paralyze such an arm of our. | ~ 


strength by a mere blasting paragraph, introduced 
in a bill professing to give itnutriment? Away with ; 
all huggermugger about a declining treasury, when, 
the great arm of our national defence. Sit ques- — 
tion! He regretted to see this turning of a carret: 
under the foundation of one of the greatest instin . 
tutions of the county.” It. was equally applied to. 
the army bill. Let these measures for regulating. 


` the navy.and the army. come up for deliberation. as 


distinct measures. That was the open and manly: 
way of meeting the subject. ; $ 

The suggestion is, that the naval establishment, 
of officers shall be fixed according to the present, 
Standard. And gentlemen ask, why not as well.as 
fixing the peace establishment of. the army? He 
would give a full and overwhelming answer. It- 
was, that, in the case of the army, the President . 
has two millions of armed militia to eall upon,., 
should any sudden emergency require an armed 
force; but with respect to the navy, there is no such. 
alternative. He-could not suddeily build ships: and 
obtain men; but, above all, he could not obtain: the. 
principal materials—officers ready educated in the. 
school of experience. ce 

The policy of this country had been to build up 
a navy commensurate with the increase of com- 
merce. It is our glory and our strength, and it is 
our duty to protect it. M 

With regard to the allusion made by the Sena- 
tor from New Hampshire to the circumstances of 
1841, which required a quasi war establishment of 
the navy, he contended that an increase of the 
navy, and a new organization of it, was necessary 
at that time, on acconnt of neglect of the service, .. 
and consequent decay. 


He would not now take upon himself to say 
what may be a proper navy establishment; but he: 
was ready, at any convenient time, to enter into _ 
the inquiry with a sincere desire to adjust it, He 
was inclined to think ihe number of officers now 
employed too large. The statistics stated by the 
Senator trom New Hampshire had staggered him. 
a good deal; particularly as to the war establish- 
ment of the navy being reduced from £18,000,000 
to a peace establishment of £5,000,000. One fact: 
was, however, developed by the British policy with. 
regard to her navy—and it was, that, although the 
navy establishment had been reduced, the number: 
of officers had not been diminished. It was wise: 
dom to keep good officers, when ‘hey were profes- 
sionally made. Ships may be built in a year or 
two; but officers cannot be trained up in any such 
time. Acorns might be planted, and might grow 
up into trees to build a navy, while officers would 
be training to be fit for commanding the vessels, 


Mr. MOREHEAD would not have deemed it 
necessary to say a word on this subject, if it were 
not that he differed, in some particulars, from his 
friends. It did not strike him that there was any 
impropriety in the mode which the House had 
thought proper to adopt, of expressing its senti- 
ments in relation to the extent of the navy estab.’ 
lishment, Bat he concurred with his friends in 


| believing that this proviso ought to be stricken out. 


He was for preserving the navy as it now is. Yet 
he was content to leave the control of the subject :to 
the Senate, in whose hands he thought it was per- 
fectly safe. Various considerations operated on 
his mind to induce bim to believe the navy ought 
not to be reduced from its present establishment, 
He should vote to strike the proviso from the bill, 
in order that there shall be no difficulties inthe 
way.of considering the bill for the reorganization 
of the navy, which the commiitee has in contem- 
plation. 

Mr. EVANS hoped the vote would be taken 
without further diseussion, as there were many 
thing: on the table, from the House, to be taker up 
and advanced. g ` 

Mr. BENTON wished to know if it was in- 
tended to press tbe bill further this evening than 
the question on this proviso. 

Mr. EVANS stated his hope that the bill would 
be reporied from the committee of the whole this 
evening, and advanced. According to the present 
arrangement of the House, ihe important bills ef 


» 


the session would. come in every day, and the Sen- 
ate was already in arrear. 


Mr. BAYARD. pointed. out. the condition of the 


officers of the-navy, awaiting the action of Con» 
gress on this bili for their pay. ae 

‘Mr. CUTHBERT considered it an‘ extraordi-+ 
nary- thing that a bill. of such importance as this 
should be pressed‘so hastily through the Senate, 
without giving time for geatlemen to express their 


views... 

Mr. EVANS farther explained the necessity for 
immediate action. 5 

Mr. CUTHBERT ‘suggested that it might be 
imputed there were reasons for avoiding further 
discussion. 

> My. ARCHER, anxious to extend the same 
courtesy to the Senator from Missouri [Mr. BEN- 
ToN] which he never knew him to refuse to others, 
and for the purpose of accommodating him, would 
move an adjournment. 

‘Mr. EVANS would not oppose the obvious dis- 
position of the Senate to adjourn, But he would 
ask to have some ‘letters read, which he had re- 
ceived, showing the necessity of immediate action 
on this bill. ; 


| 
The letters were then read by the Secretary of the 


Senate. : 

Mr. TALLMADGE begged leave to read an 
extract from a letter he had received from New 
York, concerning navy drafts under protest. He 
read the extract. f ~ 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a message from the President of the United 
States, transmitling information, in compliance 
with a resolution. of thy Senate of 25th March lasi, 
touching the relations between the United States 
and the Mexican Republic. 

On motion of Mr. KING, ordered to lie onthe 
dable and be printed. 

Mr. ARCHER now remarked that he had 
moved an adjournment for the convenience of 
the Senator trom Missouri. If more desirable 
to the Senator to go on now,, he would withdraw 
his motion. 

Mr. BENTON observed that if the Senate was 
ready to take the vote on the bill, he would not 
cause any delay by offering any remarks on the 
subject. 

Mr. SEVIER said it was obvious the bill could 
Wot be got through this evening ; he therefore 
N noved an adjournment. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
WEDNESDAY, June 15, 1842. 
Mr. HENRY DODGE, on leave, submitted the 
‘following resolution, which was considered and 
adopted: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
report to the Mouse of Representatives the causes which have 
prevented the transmission and payment of the sum of twenty 


thousand dollars from the Treasury of the United States to the - 


Territory of Wisconsin; the same having been appropriated for 
said territory by the “Act making appropriations for the civil 
and diplomatic expenses of the Government for the year 1941,” 
approved March 3d, 1841. 


Mr. WILLIAMS of. Connecticut, from the 

Committee on Commerce, reported a bill for the 

` relief of Samuel Willis; which was read twice, and 
referred tc the Committee of the Whole. 

The bill from the Senate, entitled “An act for the 
settlement of the accounts of Silas Deane,” was 
read twice and referred. 

_ Mr. STANLY submitted the following resolu. 
tion: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 


furnish the House of Representatives with a statement, show- 


ing the amount ofexpenditures from the 4th March, 1841, to the 
4th March, 1842, 

Also, a statement exhibiting what amount was expended, 
during the time mentioned, on account of appropriations made 
before the 4th March, 184t; and what amount, during said 
fap on account of appropriations made since the 4th March, 

1 


Also, that he be directed to inform the House of Representa- 
lives what amount was expended, during said period, on ac- 
count fof debts, demands, or claims outstanding, or due, on the 
said dth March, 1841. 


Mr. COOPER of Georgia said that the gentle- 
man would find information in the documents al- 
ready published, which would supersede the neces- 
sity: of. that resolution; but not being understood 
“bythe Chair-as making any objection to the recep- 
“Hoa of te resolution, the question on its adoption 

Was put, and carried in the aficnative. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. JONES of Maryland, with the leave of the 
House, made a personal explanation in relation to 


-some remarks of his on the subject of Mr. Poin- 


dexter’s report, which had called forth the letter of 
that gentleman that was read in the House by the 
gentleman from North Carolina, {Mr. STANLY, 
and published in the Intelligencer. The substance 
of Mr. Js remarks was, that he did not make the 
issue as charged in Mr. Poindexter’s letter; but the 
issue he did make was this: He said that the report 
of Mr. Poindexter charged that statements were 
made before the commission, by a gentleman of 
Baltimore, who? he (Mr. J.) averred never made 
such statements, and who, in fact, was not before 
the commission. 

Mr. JOSEPH R. INGERSOLL, from the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, reported a bill makieg 
additional appropriations for the expenses of the 
Territorial Government of Florida; which was 
twice read, referred to the Commfitee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Also, a bill for the relief of the owners, officers, 
and crew of the private armed brig Warrior, or 
their legal representatives: read twice, and referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House, and or- 
dered to be printed. 


On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the House re- / 


solved itself into Committee of the Whgle on the’ 

state of the Union, (Mr. McKennan of PennsyF 

vania in the chair,) and resumed the consideration 

of the following bill: $ Fi 

A BILL to extend for a limited period the present hws forfay- 
ing and collecting duties on imports. } i 

Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Repiesentgtives 
of the United States of Americuin Congress assembled, That 
all laws existing and in force on the first of June, efghtegn hun- 
dred and forty-two, regulating and fixing the amouht and rate 
of duties to be levied and collected on goods, wareg, dnd mer- 
chandise imported into the United States, and presyfibing the 
mode of collecting the same, andall provisions relating thereto, 
shall continue and be in force as they existed on that day until 
the first day of August, eighteen hundred and forty-two, and no 
longer; anything in the act entitled “An act to modify an act 
of the fourteenth day of July, one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-two, and all other acis imposing duties on imports,” ap- 
proved March second, eighteen hundred and thirty-three, to the 
contrary in any wise notwithstanding: Provided, That nothing 
herein contained shall suspend the distribution of the proceeds 
of the public lands, anything herein contained, and anything 
contained in the proviso to the sixth section of the act approved 
fourth September, eighteen handred and forty-one, entitled “An 
act to appropriate the proceeds of the sales of the public lands, 
and to gtant pre-emption rights,” to the contrary notwith- 
standing. 

` When the bill was last under consideration, Mr. 
RocseveLT had moved to amend it by striking out 
the proviso at the end thereof. 

And Mr. Gwin had moved toamend the amend- 
ment, by adding at the end of the sixteenth line of 
the bill the words, “to a later period than Ist Au- 
gust, 1842.” 

And the pending question was on the amendment 
to the amendment. 

Mr. POPE, (who was entitled to the floor,) after 
a few remarks, observed that the gentleman from 
Maryland, [Mr. Jounscn,] who addressed the com- 
mittee yesterday, seemed to threaten the House 
that, if the distribution act should be repealed, 
he would bring forward a bill providing for the as- 
sumption of the debts of the Siates. He thought 
that the gentleman, upon reflection, would be con- 
vinced that he had gone too far. 
lieve that any member of the committce, of either 
party, was in favor of a general assumption of all 
the State debts. He himself had been generally 
considered as having taken as strong and as ex- 
travagant grounds on this subject as any one; but 
he bezged leave to disclaim the extensive views of 
the gentleman from Maryland. It would be recol- 
lected that some time ago, when the civil and diplo- 
matic apprepriation bill was under ecnsideration, 
after discussions of general policy and the obliga- 
tions of the Whig party, who were confessedly in 
the majority, to restore the credit of the country 
and to carry out such measures gs were necessary 
to promote its prosperity, he laid on the table a se- 
ries of resolutions, one of which related to this very 
subject; and he begged leave to discriminate be- 
tween that proposition and the one threatened by 
the gentleman from Maryland. 

His proposition was, to anticipate the land fund 
for twenty, thirty, or forty years, by issuing stock 
to the amount of $80,000,000 or $100,000,000, 
for the redemption of which these lands were to be 


. 


He could not be- - 


pledged, and to divide this stock among the several 
States, whether indebted or not. With this stock 
the indebted States would be enabled to provide for 
the interests of their debts, and gradually pay of . 
the principal; and the States that were not indebt- f 

ed could appropriate their pcrtions to internal 
improvements, or such other objects as they 
deemed most advisable. That was the whole 
of his proposition, and it was only changing 


. the modus operandi of the distribution. It seem- 


ed to him to be not only practicable and ex- 
pedient, but was demanded of Congress, whore’ 
duty it was to restore the credit and character of: 
the nation, which suffered in consequence of the 
indebtedness of the Sates. Nations beyond the 
Atlantic did not discriminate between the Federal 
and State Governments. What affected the char- 
acter and credit of the later, affected the credit 
and character. of the former in a. like. ratio; 
and the surest way of placing: the credit of the 
“Government on a firm basis, was to enable the.. 
States to comply with their engagements. Again: 
it had been remarked by the gentleman from Vire 
ginia, the other day, that public opinion in 
Great Britain and in France, where free principles 


were making considerable progress, and where our 


institutions were held in great respect, would be 
arrayed against any nation that would commence 
an unjust war against us. Then it was apparent 
that our reputation for. probity and good faith 
would have great influence in forming that opinion. 
He could not conceive of anything that would 
have a greater effect in rallying the public opinion of 
the enlightened in Great Britain and France to 
our support, than our adopuion of such measures 
as would place the credit of the States on that 
high ground which our nation had heretofore 
maintained, ; 

Mr. P., after continuing his argument to some 
length, to show the practicability and expediency - 
of the plan he proposed for the resuscitation of the 
credit of the States, svowed himself in favor of the 
bill, and of the proviso repealing the twenty per. 
cent. clause of the land bill. 


Mr. JOHN W. JONES said he did not rise to 
discuss the principles of the land bill, for the rea- 
son that he regarded that as a settled question, so 
far asthe action of this House was concerned, 
Every one knew how ably and elaborately its 
principles. had been discussed for years, and he 
had not the vanity to suppose that any views of 
his own would operate on the opinions of others 
in that hall. Opposed as he always had been, and 
still was, to the principles of the land bill, he found 
himself, on the present occasion, in the truly 
anomalous position, not of opposing the principles 
of the land bill, but rather of asking that its exist- 
ing provisions might! be enforced. If he could 
concur in opinion with the honorable chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means, and others 
who had aadressed the committee, that this bill 
merely continued the operation of the existing rev- 
enue laws for a limited period, he would not 
withhold. his assent; and especially if he could 
conclude, with them, that the consequence. of 
not passing it would be that no revenue could 
becollected, and, in the language of the eloquent gen- 
Heman from Pennsylvania, (Mr J. R. Ineersot,] 
the wheels of the Government would stand still. 
That gentleman had asked if there was any man 
here who was willing that the Government should 
be in such a situation as not to be able to meet its 
pecuniary obligations, and the public faith of the na- 
tion. tte (Mr. J.) was not among those who would 
stand out against any legislative provision that 
would accomplish the object. But he believed the 
reverse of the proposition stated by gentlemen who 
had addressed the committee was true. In the 
first place, the legislation proposed did not con- 
tinue in force the present laws; and, in the second 
place, it would notaid in bringing any means to 
the support of the Government, but would abstract 
a large amount from it, which even the land bill 
itself admitted to be revenue. í 
Was ihe proposition which had. been laid down 
true—ihat, in the event of the passage of this bill, 
the laws in force on the 30th of June would be 
continued precisely as they existed? It was ne- 
cessary to inquire, first, what were the laws. in 


force on the Ist of June; and, secondly, whether it 
was proposed by this bill to change any of their 
material provisions. He apprehended it would be 
admitted on all hands that the compromise act 
was in force on the Ist of June, and had not yet 
accomplished its purposes; that the reverine bill of 
last session was also in force; and last, but not 
least, that tbe land bill of last session was still in 
force. Then, if no legislation should be had now, 
what would be the condition of our revenue laws? 
Why, on the 30th of June the compromise act of 
1833 would accomplish ihe great objects for which 
it was. originally introduced, and all duties be 
brought down to 20 per cent. In contemplation of 
that event, what further consequences“ would en- 
sue? The land law of last session would, the day 
after, distribute all the proceeds of the public lands 
received inio the treasury since the 31st of last De- 
cember, These, would be the effects ot no legisla- 
tion. The compromise act would have performed 
all its purposes; and, in contemplation of that 
event, the distribution law would distribute all the 
proceeds of the sales of public lands on the day 
after. 

But, legislate as proposed in this bill—enact the 
proviso to it which is proposed to be stricken out— 
and what would then be the consequences? Instead 
of bringing down the duties on imports, you aciu- 
ally keep them up beyond twenty per cent. If this 
be done, what, according to the land bill, must fol- 
low? Why, distribution must be suspended. What 
would be the consequences with this bill in opera- 
tion? The distribution law would take effect; and 
this was what gentlemen termed leaving things pre- 
cisely as they were on the first day of June. 

It should not be forgotten that, in 1833, the pub- 
lic lands were regarded as a part of the revenue of 
the Government. The compromise act was then 
entered into, in contemplation gf their continuance 
as such. It was also remarkable, that the proceeds 
of the public lands was the only branch of revenue 
in which the great mass of the people bore an 
equal share of the public burdens. ‘The land bill 
itself so regarded it; because in that bill it was 
provided, in express terms, that where a greater 
amount of duty than twenty per cent. was laid 
upon any of the articles enumerated in the com- 
promise act of 1833, the distribution should be 
suspended. Here was not only one compromise, 
but two—the compromise of 1833, and that of last 
session. Here was a bond originally executed be- 
tween two contending parties, It was enacted by 
the very individuals now seeking to violate its pro- 
visions. Yes, this bond of compromise was signed 
under circumstances which he need not here repeat. 
It had been kept inviolate for years. Here was the 
original contract, (alluding to the act of 1833,) and 
here your subsequent recegnition of its validity, 
(the distribution law.) Were these contracts not 
to be regarded? Did gentlemen mean nothing when 
they entered into them? Did they now intend that 
nothing shouid be eccomplished by them? 

In speaking of the compromise of 1833, he need 
only call the attention of the committee to the time 
when it received the sanction of Congress. Gen- 
tlemen here remembered the difficulties by which 
we were then surrounded, and the opposition 
which was made to the enforcement of the then ex- 
isting law. Such was the state of dissension and 
disagreement which prevailed, that this country 
was brought to the very verge of disunion. All 
remmbered the deep excitement prevailing at that 
time in relation to the contest between a State and 
the General Government; and those on the spot at 
the time could call to mind the sleepless nights 
which were spentin cevising some scheme to save 
the Union from the most fearful of calamities. Yet, 
after a law had been passed under such circum- 
stances, we were told it bad no binding infiuence 
upon party, or any one elee! Look at what was ther 
said, when apprehensions were expressed lest it 
should not be observed. What said the leader of 
a great party, then as now? He (Mr. J.) conld 
not quote his words, but he remembered that the 
leader to whom he referred said that it would be 
wrong to think of violating that act; ard no man 
could stand up before the country and advocate 
such a design. 

Let it be recollected that one party, at leas’, had 


kept its faith to the country; that, during nine 
years, whilst the South had i0 bear the burdens of 
the arrangement, it tamely and quielly submitted 
to the consequences—and under circumstances, 
too, which afforded the most plausible pretext for 
a violation of the principles embodied in the act, 


What had been the condition of the country. du- 
ring tbat pericd? 
‘and it had deposited its millions with the States. 


I's treasury was overflowing, 


Yet the law was looked uponas sacred. How 
strong would have been the appeal which might 
have been addressed to the people of the Soutb, 
who bore the burdens of theact! Might it not have 
been said to them, Why collect millions annually, 
when the treasury is so full, and when you may be 
so easily relieved without embarrassing the opera- 
tions of the Government? But what said the South 
thes? True to its engagements, it never once 
looked to the consequences of such a’ measure, 
This, too, was ata time when the manufacturers 
were trembling lest the compromise should be dis- 
turbed. 

The nine years had expired, and during that 
time the South had kept its part of the engage- 
ment. Now, when we (said Mr. J.) are to reap 
the advantages of the compromise act, what is the 
Spectacle which we see exhibited? The very party 
who enacted the law have come forward and de- 
clared that they will not execute the promises nor 
discharge the obligations there imposed. Again: 
who does not kuow that the land bill, which was 
passel at the extra session of Congress, would not 
have received the sanction of the Senate, but for 
the introduction of the 20 per cent. clause? What 
said gentlemen when the bill came back from the 
Senate with that provision attached? They said, 
“We assent to the proviso, in order to get the bill 
passed” Yct when, by the proviso to the present 
bill, it is proposed to change a materia! provision 
in the land bill, and subtract seven or eight hun- 
dred thousand dollars from the means of the trea- 
sury, this is called leaving things precisely as they 
were. 

If such kad been the object of gentlemen advo- 
cating the present bill, how easy would it have been 
for thé to have passed another bill, emanating 
from the same committee which introduced this, but 
the day before, and now lying on the table. That 
bill had net been reported sixty minutes before ii 
became apparent that its effect would be to suspend 
the distribution law. What was the course pur- 
sued? A motion was made to recommit it to the 
same committee, and, no doubt, for the purpose of 
substituting the present. If the object sought after 
was to leave the laws as they existed, where was 
the necessity for the present movement? The con- 
viction was plain. Who was so blind as not to see 
that this bill re-enacted the land bill, and repealed 
the compromise? He asked, was it just or fair? 
You passed the distribution law by the incorpora- 
tion of a principle, without which itcould not have 


“become a law; and, in less than a year, you seek to 


violate your own faith. 

It appeared that we were driven to the necessity 
of imposing a tax, seeing that our revenue was not 
sufficient, and our credit not good. flow was it 
proposed to lay this taz? As a preliminary step, it 
was proposed to distribute about $750,000—for he 
supposed that was about the amount received into 
the treasury from the publie lands since Decem- 
ber; alfhongh he bad not, in reality, the means cf 
speaking with as much accuracy as his position, 
and that of other members of the Gommitiee of 
Ways and Means, who were supposed to have ae- 
cess to the condition of the treasury, might seem 
to imply. This mcney ($750,000) was to be given 
away. Why was it done? It was a fond, of which 
all admitted the great mass of the people bore an 
equal share of the public bardens. How was the 
deficiency to be raised? By duties in violation of 
the act of 1833, end duties above 20 per cent. 
Above 20 per cent. did he sai? Yes, in all proba- 
bility above 30 per cent, as would be perecived 
from the bill which bad beea laid aside to take up 
the present. 

Were gen'lemen here prepared to take this course? 
Were they willing to make a distribution of the 


proceeds of the public lands, in order that tbis- 


Government might be sent into the market with its 
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credit—into the shaving-shops of the country—in” 
order to borrow money to give away? He asked 
if the committee were prepared for this?’ Were” 
they Willing, when the condition of the country was’ 
snch that its revenue was. not sufficient to meet: its :- 
expenses, its credit suffering, and its Legislature | 
driven to the necessity of imposing taxes to raise“ 
money, merely to be given to the States? { This: 
was the effect of the measures now advocated be- 
fore ihe committee.. Give with one hand, and take 
away in unjust proportion with the other, 3 
From the remarks made by his colleague, [Mr. 
Goaain,] he inferred that he was prepared to sus- 
tain this course. He understood him as lamenting” . 
the course adopted by the Legislature of Virginia, 
in refusing to receive the money coming to that 
State, under the distribution law. He (Mr. J.) res 
joiced at the integrity and unyielding firmness of ` 
the Old Dominion on that occasion. He rejoiced 
at the refusal of the mother of Statés—and, so fat | 
as this domain was concerned, the donor of States— - 
to receive the proceeds of the land money. He’ 
rejoiced to know that ber principles “could not be 
bought; or, at any rate, not with the’ proceeds of ` 
that which she herself gave. His colleasue had, 
censured her course. He (Mr. J.) would remind , 
him that, since the action of the Legislature upon“ 
this subject, the people had spoken in a voice, he 
had hoped, which would have corrected the errors | 


- of those who had censured the opinion of her Le- | 


gisiature. 

Mr. GOGGIN here said he would remind the 
gentleman (his colleague) that some of his own 
party, who were elecied to the Legislature last 
spring, had pledged themselves to vote for the re- 
ception of the money. He did not think the result 
of the elections could be construed intoan approval, 
by the voice of the people, of the action of the last 
Legislature, which declined receiving the money. 

Mr. JONES resumed. His colleague might b2 
better informed than himself. He mght have bet- 
ter sources of information; and, if such were the 
fact, he took pleasure in being corrected. He 
thought, however, that the people had spoken in a 
voice which neither he nor his collcague could mis- 
take. There might, it was true, be afew indi- 
viduals pledged on either side. Bat his colleague 
knew that the test question in the State was 
“Money or no money.” The Whig party refused 
to go before the people on the questions either of 
bank or no bank, tariff or no tariff, distribution 
or no distribution, They found it necessary to 
abandon the ground which they hitherto had occu- 
pied, and many of them to declare that, although 
opposed to distribution as an original question, yet, 
inasmuch as Congress had passed a law giving them 
the money, they would not refuse to receive it, Even 
with this issue, and the question of additional taxa- 
tion, or a reception cf the land money, they had the 
manliness—he rejoiced to say it—to oppose andre- 
sist the proffered temptation. This result was 
everywhere known, Such would always be the 
case where hopes had been disappointed, promises 
broken, and constituencies deceived. Pass the 
present bill, and, whilst you keep the promise to 
the car, you wiil break it to the hope. © Reject it, 
and you will have redeemed, in part, the pledges © 
which you have solemnly made. ae 

Mr. WHITE of Indiana, in a brief speech, sup- 


| poried the bill. He was for it with the proviso, not- 


withstanding the increase of duties which it weu'd 
oceasion beyond thesums contemplated by the com- 
promise act; and if the proviso were stricken out, 
ke declared that the bill never would pass, He 
then proceeded to show that the compromise act 
contemplated cisiribution of the proceeds of the 
publie lands, and that this Government should de- 
rive its revenue from imports, and imports alone. 
The terns of the 34 section of the compromise act 
were, that such duties shall be laid for the purpose 
cf rgising such revenue as shall be necessary for 
an economical administration of the Government. 
It not only provided that duties should be raised, 
but it prescribed the purposes for which they should 
be raised. He was also borne out by circumstances, 
for the men that voted for the compromise act 
voted for distribution. 

He reviewed the history of the distribution act, 
as it was connected with the official acts of the pres- 


ent President of the United States; and asserted that 


‘Mr. Tyler had either misunderstood his own mes- — 


sage-sent to Congress at the extra session, or he had 
wilfully misrepresented it. He concliided by say- 
ing that he shonid. vote for the bill as it was, and 
- for no bill that did not contain the clause that was 
inserted in this bill. If there was anything in the 
doctrine. of instruction, he held that this Congress 
was instructed to vote for the distribution of the 


proceeds of the public lands. 

Mr. KENNEDY of Maryland went into a 
history of the compromise.act, and contended that, 
by. the insertion of the suspension clause of the 
distribution act, they were released from their ob- 

~ Hgations. tothe terms of the compromise. But he 
did not consider himself friendly to the sixth clause 


of. the distribution act, for it was inserted by the- 


enemies of the measure. _ 

Mr; GAMBLE denied, in reply to some remarks 
of the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Wairr,] that 
the Whig party, at the late Presidential election, 
contemplated a protective tariff. It was a doctrine 
that was new to him, and it was not heard of at the 
South; they had the principles of the compromise 
on their banners, and not protection; and he pro- 
tested against having a protective tariff fastened 
upon them as a consequence of the victory of the 
Whigs in 1840. Be regretted that the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Mrans should have 
introduced ‘this vexed question in this way; and he 
was surprised to hear thé gentleman from Mary- 
land base his argument for distribution on the com- 
promise, as that gentleman had hitherto based it on 
the deeds of cession. He expressed his regret that 
these bills had not been introduced at an earlier 
period, for he believed a tariff measure could not 
be matured even by the 1st of August. 

He then replied more particularly to the remarks 
of the gentleman from Indiana on the subject of 
the compromise; and he asked, who were the par- 
ties to the compromise? Were not the manufac- 
turing interests then opposed to the other interests 
of the country? He remembered that the great 
man wbo was the authcr of the cotapremise was 
denounced for that act (which hed done him more 
credit than any other act of his useful life) by the 
manufacturers for surrendering their rights, Where 
was the evidence that the principle speken of by 
the gentleman from Indiana was the principle of 
the compromise? The same ibing bad been as- 
serted at the other end of the Capitol, and as 
promptly denied. Tho gentleman from Indiana 
said that, by the terms of the compromise, it ap- 
peared that the revenue was to be raised by duties 
levied on imports. And bad it not always been so? 
How had this Government ever been supported? 

The revenues from the public lands formed but a 
small portion of the resources of the Government, 
How had the Government been supported? Some- 
times by dircet taxation, sometimes by treasury 
notes, but chiefly by the revenues from imposts. 
The amount. received from the lands was a mere 
incident. There were various other sources of 
revenue. Weat one time derived a revenue {rom 
dividends in Bank of the United States stock. 
Gentlemen might just as well pretend that the 
dtvidends in the United States Bank stock should 
be distributed among the States, as to divide the 

roceeds of ihe public lands. The gentleman from 
ndiana said that the principle of distribution was 
sanctioned by the compromise bill. Why, at that 
time revenue was flowing in upon us, and it was a 
difficult matier to select articles that could be made 
duty free. In 1837, the distribution of the surplus 
fund was passed; and if a distribution of the pro- 
ceeds of the public lands was the consideration un- 
der which the compromise bill was_passed, why did 
not Congress distribute them, instead of the surplus 
fund? Why were gentlemen just now waked up to 
this distribution policy? If this distribution was so 
expressly wnderstood, the time to pass it would 
have been when there was a surplus in the treas- 
ury; butnow, when the Government was borrowing 
money, and its credit was serak to the lowest state, 
he locked upon the distribution as the most snicidal 
policy that could be adopted. Gentlemen con- 
s@eied.the argument, when they admitted that the 
ta longed tothe United States, and not to the 
Ad they must. admit that, or they would 
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have no right to give them away. But he had 


a aE moreno renee a ne i ————— a aa E: 


- trustees for the States. 
‘cession, and see for what purpose these lands were 


been told that the United States were only the 
Look at all the deeds of 


ceded. --Irnot-one of them was there anything to 


‘show that the States ever expected to get them 


back again. Did the States who ceded the lands 
ever deed them away for the silly purpose of get- 
ting the paltry pittance that would. be distributed to 


each under this bill? Mr. G. quoted clauses from 


some of the deeds of cession, to show the inten- 
tion of the grantors at the time of the grant, which 
‘was, that the lands should become the common 
property of the whole Union. AAS 
Mr. FILLMORE rose to say a few words in jus- 
tification of-himself and the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and to reply to some intimations that 
had been thrown. out in the course of the debate. 
It had been intimated that the bill now before the 
committee—whith differed from the first one re- 
ported by the Commitiee of Ways and Means, in- 
asmuch as it contained a proviso repealing the 20 
per cent. clause of the land bill—was the result ofa 
caucus. This he declared solemnly was not the 
fact.: When the first bill was reported, it was in- 


timated to him that, if passed in that shape, the’ 


distribution that was to take place on the Ist of 
Jaly would be prevented. Heaccordingly moved 
to recommit the bill, with a view of getting rid cf 
that difficulty; but, objection being made, he took 
a shorter course—and that was, to report another 
bill containing a proviso to repeal the clause sus- 
pending the distribution. He did not now pretend 
to say whether the proviso was right or wrong; he 
made this explanation to show that it was not the 
result of any caucus or consultation. 

Mr. F. then referred to certain parts of the bill 
which it had been said were of doubiful construc- 
tion, and observed that he would, ata proper time, 
offer amendments to remove everything like doubt 
or ambiguity about it. 

Mr. WISE asked if, instead of all this ambiguity 
and circumlocution, it would not have been better 
to report a bill providing that the present mode of 


collecting the revenue should continue in force till | 


a given day, or until another act of Congress. 

Mr. FILLMORE, in reply, said that his opinion 
was, that this subject required legislation before 
Congress adjourned. The country expected that 
this question of the revenue should be settled be- 
fore they left their seals; and he would do no act 
that could be construed into an admission that this 
Congress was going to adjourn without finally set- 
ting this question. He did not wish the question 
to be kept open any longer, : 

Complaints had been made against the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means for not having introduced 
this bill at an earlier period, and from sources that 
he did net expect. It would be recollected that he 
once or twice had answered these objections, and 
had stated that they could not report any revenue 
measare until they received from ths Treasury De- 
partment the information they had called for. ‘The 
call was made in February lasi; and not receiving 
a reply, another call was made in March, the an. 
swer to which was not received until the 1lih of 
May. He did not mention this with a view of 
casting censure on the Treasury Department, but 
for the purpose of justifying himself and the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. ARNOLD said it seemed to him that, on 
this question of distribution, thcy had gone too 
much into an elementary discussion; and he, ihere- 
fore, felt it his duty to call the committee back to 
one or two prominent considerations, before they 
took the vote on the amendmen's. Gentlemen got 
ap aud talked about distribution, as though the 
public jands yielded a sum whicb, if brought into 
the treasury, would affcrd instantaneous relief. 
Bat gentlemen mus! recollect that the sum received 
for the present year was short of a million of dol- 
lars; and he would venture to assert that they 
would not yield, fer years to come, while ihe 
present incubus remaincd in the Presidential chair, 
anything more than a mere pittance. This year 
they yielded nota million, while our wants were 
pressing oh us by scores of millions, After com- 
menting at-length on ihe policy of the last Admin- 
istration, charging it with great extravagance, Mr, 


A: contended that the public lands ought never to | 
have been considered as a source of revenue, ex- 
cept in cases of dire necessity. 

The Whig party had just come into power—[a 
gentleman near Mr, A. added, and were just going 


-out of it]—Yes, and were just going out of power, 


without having a solitary principle they professed, ` 
tried.: The American people had turned one party 
cut for its principles,.and then they were going to 
put out another without trying one of its measures. 
If General. Harrison had lived, and the Whigs had 
been able to carry all their measures, it would, . 
have taken six or eight years. before they would 
begin to feel relief. Such was the ruinous tendens 
cy of the measures of the party that had gone out . 
of power, that the man must be a knave or a fool 
who would pretend to say that the country. could 
be recovered from it in less than six or eight, or 
even ten years. The whole Government was. a. . 
stagnant pool, and would be so, hə feared, for : 
three years to: come.. We present (said Mr. A.) 
the deplorable spectacle of having no Administra- 
tion at all, When John Tyler threw off the Whig 
party, and deserted his principles, paying court to 
modern Democracy, he should have gone one step 
further, and selected .a locofoco cabinet. He 
(Mr. A.) would have preferred it to having no Ad» 
ministration at-all. If this country could ‘pass 
through the ordeal of the next three. years, he 
should have no fears for the permanency of our 
institutions; for he believed it would be the most 
frightful ordeal through which any country ever 
passed. : 

After some further remarks on the present cabe 
inet, in the course of which Mr..A. passed the 
highest encomiums on Judgé McLean, regretting 
that the formation of a cabinet was net intrusied 
to him, he went on to express his views in favor of 
the proviso in the bill before the committee. He 
was strongly in favor of distributing. the proceeds 
of the lands to the States. It was a vain and idle 
notion to suppose that the General Government 
could be prosperous while the States were weighed 
down by debi. It was all a humbug to tell him 
that, by giving the proceeds of the lands to the 
States, it would be taking them from themselves. 
He contended, further, that the States should be 
relieved in this way, because they had no other re- 
source than direct taxation; while the General Qov- 
ernment could tax luxuries to any extent, 

The hour of 2 o’clock having arrived, the com- 
mittee, according to order, proceeded te vote upon 
the several amendments offered to the bill. 

The question was first taken upon the motion to 
strike out the proviso to the bill, which re-enacts 
the distribution law. ‘This motion was rejecied— . 
ayes 102, noes 113. D 

_Mr. GWIN then renewed his amendment, (pre- 
viously withdrawn,) according to which the op- 
eration of the distribution law would be suspended. . 
until the 1st of August. The vote on this amend- 
ment was taken by tellers, and resulted—ayes 87, 
noes 111, 

Mr. A.V. BROWN moved to strike out the. 
whole bill, and substitute in lieu thereof the bill 
reported by Mr. Hasursuam from the minority of. 
the Commitice on Manufactures. 

Mr. BIDLACK: moved to amend the amend- 
ment, by striking out the clause in relaiion to the: 
duties on railroad iron. Tois amendment was re- 
jected. $ . 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. A. V. Brown, and resulted in the negative. 
—ayes 67, noes 107. 

Mr. GILMER moved to strike out the words: 
“until the Ist day of August, 1842, and no longer,” 
and insert “until the same shall be changed by law.” 
The effect of this amendment would be to prolong 
the operation cf the bill. It was rejected by the 
commitice—ayes 90, noes 105, 

After several ineffectual attempts had been 
made to carry amendments to the bill, 

Mr, FILLMORE moved to strike out the words- 
“and no longer,” and insert: “at which lime, if 
there shail be then no further legislation on the. 
subject, the laws shail be the same as if no action.. 
had been had.” This amendment was adopted: 
without a count. . 


The commitee then rose and reported. the: bill 
i * 


to the House, and. the amendments 
mittee were then agreed to. 

Mr. EASTMAN moved that the proviso to the 
bill be stricken out. é 

Mr.: FILLMORE called for the yeas and nays} 

which were ordered, ` 

Mr. MORGAN moved the previous question; 
and there was a second. l 

“The House refused to strike out the proviso by 
a vote of 107 to 113, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Atherton, Beeson, Bidlack, Black, Bowne, 
Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, C. Brown, Burke, William 
Butler, William O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, P. C. Cald- 
weil, John Campbell, William B. Campbell, Chapman, Clif- 
ford, Clinton, Coles, Colquitt, M. A: Cooper, Cross, Cushing, 
Daniel, Richard D. Davis, Dawson, Dean, Doan, Doig, Bast- 
man, J.C. Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, John G. Floyd, Charles A. 
Floyd, Fornance, T. F. Foster, Gamble, Gilmer, Wm. O. 
Goode, Gordon, Gustine, Gwin, Habersham, Harris, Jolin 
Hastings, Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, 
Hunter, C. J. Ingersoll, Jack, Cave Johnson, John W, Jones, 
Keim, Andrew Kennedy, King, Lewis, Littlefield, Lowell, 
Abraham McClellan, Robort McClellan, McKay, McKeon, 
Alfred Marshall, J. T. Mason, Mathews, Medill, Meriwether, 
Miller, Mitchell, Newhard, Oliver, Parmenter, Patridge, Payne, 
Pickens, Plumer, Profit, Read, Reding, Rencher, Reynolds, 
Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, Roosevelt, Saunders, Shaw, Shields, 
Snyder, Steenrod, Sumter, Sweney, Jacob Thompson, Turney, 
Van. Buren, Watterson, Weller, Westbrook, James W. Wil- 
liams, Wise, and Wood—107. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, L. W. Andrews, Sherlock 
J. Andrews, Appleton,Arold, Ayerigg, Baker, Barnard, Bar- 
ton, Birdseye, Boardman, Botts, Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, 

. Brown, J. Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, Thomas J. Campbell, 
Caruthers, Casey, Childs, Chittenden, John €: Clark, Staley N. 
Clarke, James Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Garrett 
Davis, Deborry, Joha Edwards, Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, 
A. L. Foster, Gates, Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, P. G. Goode, 
Graham, Granger, Green, Hall, Halsied, Howard, Hudson, J. 
R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, James, W. C. Johnson, isaac D. 
Jones, John P. Kennedy, Lane, Linn, McKennan, Samson Ma- 
son, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Moore, Morgan, 
Morris, Morrow, Osborne, Owsley, Pearce, Pendleton, Pope, 
Powell, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, A. Randall, Randolph, 
Ridgway, Rodney, Wm. Russell, James M, Russell, Salon- 
stall, Shepperd, Simonton, Slade, Trumana Smith, Sprigg, 
Stanly, Stokely, Stratton, Alexander H. H. Stuart, John T, Stu- 
art, Summers, Taliaferro, John B, Thompson, R. W. Thomp- 
son, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlingon, Triplett, Trumbull, Un- 
derwood, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, Warren, Washington, Ed- 
ward D, White, Joseph L. White, Thomas W, Williams, 
Joseph L. Wiliams, Yorke, Augustus Young, and John 
Young—113. v 


The bill having been ordered to its'engrossment, 
by general consent it was read a third time, and 
then passed by the following vote: 


YEAS.—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Landaf W. Andrews, Sher- 
lock J. Andrews, Appleton, Arnold, Aycrigg, Baker, Barnard, 
Birdseye, Boardman, Botts, Briggs, Brockway, Bronsoit, Milton, 
Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, Thomas J..Camp- 
bell, Caruthers, Casey, Chiids, Chittenden, John C. Clark, Staley 
N. Clarke; James Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens; ‘Cushing, 
Garrétt Davis, Deberry; John Edwards, Everett, .Fessendta; 
Fillmore, A. Lawrence: Foster, Giddings, Goggin,. Patrick G. 
Goode, Graham, Granger, Green, Hall,, Haisted, Haward, 
Hudson, Hunt, Joseph R. IngersoH, James Irvin,” Willian: 
W. Irwin, James, William’ Cost Johnson, Isaac-D. Jodes 
Joho P. Keinedy, Lane, Linn, McKennan, Samson Mason, 
Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwel!, Maynard, Mitchell, Moores Morgan; 
Morris, Morrow, Osborne,’ Owsley, Parmenter, Paaree, Pen- 
ex dleton, Pope, Powell, Ramsay, Benjamin Rand d, Adexander 
if Randall, Randotph, Ridgway, Rodney, William Russell, Janes 

M. Russell, Saltonstall, Shepperd, Simonton, Slade, Truman 

Smith, Sprigg, Stanly, Stokely, Stratton, Alexander H, 'H, 

Stuart, John T. Stuart, Suinmers, Taliaferro, John B. Thomp= 

son, Richard W. Thonips Pillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, 

Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, 

Washington, Edward D, White, Joseph L. White, Thomas W, 

Williams, Joseph F., Williams, Yorke, Augustus Young, and 

John Young— 116. i 

NAYs.—Messrs. Atherton, Beeson, Bidlack, Flack, Bowne, 

Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, 

William Butler, William O. Builer, Green W. Caldwell, Pa 

trick. C. Caldwell, John Campbell, Chapman, Clifford, Clinton,’ 

Coles, Colquitt, Mark A. Cooper, Cross, Daniel, Richard D; 

Davis, Dawson, Dean, Doan, Doig, Eastman, John C. Edwards. 

Egbert, Ferris, John G, Floyd, Charles: A, Floyd, Fornance, 

Thomas F. Foster, Gamble, Gilmer, William O. Goode, Gor-. 

don, Gustine, Gwin, Habersham, Harris, John Hastings, Hays, 

Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, ITouston, Hubard, Hanter, Charles J. 

Ingersoll, Jack, Caye Jobitson, Jahn W, Jones, Keim, Andrew 

Kennedy, King, Lewis, Littlefield, Lowell, Abraham McClellan, 

Robert McClellan, MeMay, McKeon, Alfred Marshall, Joha 

Thomson Mason, Mathews, Medill, Miller, Newhard, Oliver, 

Patridge, Payne, Pickens, Plumer, Proffit, Read, Reding, 

Rencher, Reynolds. Rheit, Riggs, Rogers, Roosevelt, Saunders, 

Shaw, Shields, Snyder, Steenrod, Sumter, Jacob Thompson, 

Tumey, Vn Buren,, Warren, Watterson, Weller, Westbrook, 

Wise, and Weod—108. 7 i 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia moved to amend the 
title of the bill, so as to desiguate if asa tax bill 
for the support of the Government. He said this 
motion was not a trivial ene. It was one ef 

_ Weight and substance. He heid that every Jaw 
passed to tax the people, by imposing duties or 
otherwise for revenue purposes, was a tax law. 

All such laws should express their object and par- 

pose on their tide. 

This is a law under which millions of money 
would be collected from the pockets of the people 


fo support this Government, Hisa tex lew—the 


adopted in com- 
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only law by which you can collect taxes. It ought 
to bear that title; and yet you call it by the ambig- 
uous title of a bill “for laying and collecting do-, 
ties on imports.” ` 
Sir, (said Mr. C.,) I know. my constituents are 
as intelligent as the mass of the American people; 
and yet thousands of them do not understand that 
this is, in truth, @ tax law; and that, by it, some 
$15,080,000 or $16,000,000 may be levied and col- 
lected from the people for this Government. . 
Thousands verily believe that tkey pay no tax to 
support the Federal Government. What was true 
of his constituents, in part, (said Mr. C.) he knew 
to be true of ether parts of the Union. It is time 
that the veil, which has been hung up in the title 
of our tariff laws, should be thrown off, that the 
common cbserver, who daily contributes his quota 
of taxes to support your Government, may see in the 
title of your laws, an index to its object and pur- 
poses. Why would you cover them up under an 
ob-cure and veiled title? Sir, the people of Geor- 
gia, by the Constitution, have provided that the 
title of every Jaw should express its subject-mat= 
ter, and point to its object. Hence, many of them 
do not look for the imposition of taxes to support 
this Government, under a title “to collect duties on 
imports.” Let us call things by their right names, 
and not attempt to cover up anything, if you ex- 
pect toretain the confiuence of your people. 

The amendment was lost, and the title of the 
bill was agreed to, ‘ 

Mr. BARTON, who was within the House, but 
not within the bar, when his name was called on 
the third reading of the bill, requested to have his 
name recorded; but, objectien being made, his re- 
ques! was not agreed to. 

APPORTIONMENT BILL. - 
Mr. EVERETT moved that the apportionment 
bill, which had been returned from the Senate with 
the adherence of that body to its amendments, be 
now taken up. 
The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. EVERETT moved that the House recede 
from its disagreement. 
Mr. W. C. JOHNSON hoped the House would 
insist on its disagreement. 
Mr. WISE moved the previous question, which 
was sustained by the House. 
The first question then taken was, on receding 
from the disagreement of the House to the first 
amendment of the Senate, by which the ratio 
of representation was increased from 50,179 to 
70,680. 
dTe douse refused to recede-ayes 104, noes 110. 
* The House also refused to recede on the other 
amendment. 

Mr. ADAMS then made some observations on 


ji an act of the convention for the ratification of the 


| Constitution, of which General Washington was 
president, by which the convention reduced the 
number of persons entitled to a Representative from 
40 COO to 36,000. As the veto of President Wash- 
ingion of the representation of fractions had been 
used with great effect on this floor, he thought ihe 
fact which he now stated was entitled to weight 
also, He then suggested the appoiniment of a 
Commitee of Conference; but he hoped the com- 
mittce, ii appointed, weuld inflexibly adhere to a 
cisagreement with the Senate on the first amend- 
ment. 

An irregular diseussion ensued on the form of 
proceeding, and Mr. W. C. JOHNSON moved 
that the House adhere to its disagreement. He 
also moved the previous question, which was sus- 
tained by the House. 

‘Phe vote was ihen taken on adhering to the disa- 
greement of the House; which was determined ia 
the negaiive—ayes 80, noes 127. 

Mr. BLACK then moved an adjournmen!; which 
was agreed to, and : 

The House adjourned ata quarter to 5 o’elock. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuorspay, June 16, 1842. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE presented a memoria! from 
the corpurate authorities af Adrian, in the Sate of 
Michigan, praying that an appropriation may be 
made to complete the harbor, which is of great im- 


portance, already commenced at the city of Mon- 


Commerce. . ‘ eel 
Mr. BUCHANAN presented the memorial of 
the ‘board of commissioners of the ‘incorporated 
district of the Northern Liberties, requesiing-Con- 
gtess to establish a marine-railway in the port’of 
Philadelphia, Mr. B. said that he desired to-eall 
tbe special attention of the Committee on Naval 
Affaits to this memorial. The port of Philadel- 
phia was free from worms, which were so destruc. 
tive in Southern ports; and vessels, he believed, 
were built cheaper there than anywhere elsé in the 
country, The skill of the Philadelphia ship-build- 
ers, and the excellence of the vessels constructed 
by them, were known to every Senator. And yet, 
whilst these facis could not be denied, he was sorry 
to say that the navy-yard at Philadelphia, for a 
number of years past, had been very much and 
unjustly neglected by the General Government. 
He trusted that this would no longer be the case; 
and that his triend from Virginia, [Mr. ARCHER] 
now atthe head of the Committee’ on Naval‘ Af- 
fairs, would take it under his special protection, 
and would recommend that: the request of the me- 
morialists should be granted. The memorial. was 
then referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. B. also presented three memorials—one 
from the county of Delaware, one from the county 
of Northampton, and one from the county of Mont- 
gomery, Pennsylvania—numerously signed, praying 
that such a tariff of duties may be establishéd as 
will give protection to domestic manufactures: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Manufactures. 

Mr. B. also presented resolutions which he had 
just received from the Legislature of Pennsylvania, 
instructing their Senators, and requesting their 
Representatives, to use their influence to procure 
the passage of the apportionment biil at as early 
a day as possible: read, and ordered to lie on the 
table. yes 

Mr. WOODBURY presented a memorial of 
Hannah Bartlett, the widow of a revolutionary 
soldier, praying for a pension: referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana, from the Committee 
on Public Lands, to which had been referred the 
bill from the House for the relief of Charles H. 
Atherton, reported the same back with an amend- 
ment, providing that the heirs aud legal repre- 
sentatives, before they shall be entitled to the 
benefits of this act, shall first surrender to the 
Secretary of the Treasury the original certificates 
for the lands parchased by the said Atherton from 
the United States. SERA 

Mr. WOODBURY explained the nature of the 
bill, and hoped the Senate would pass it to'a third 
reading at once; and $ 

The bill was taken up as in committee of the 
whole; the amendment of the Committee on Pab- 
lic Lands was agreed to, and it was reported to 
the Senate; and the amendment was ordered to be 
engrossed, and the bill to be read a third time. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana, from the Committee 
on Pubiie Lands, to which had been referred 
House bill allowing further time to complete the 
issuing of warrants for military land bounties to 
the non-commissioned officers and soldiers of the 
late war with Great Britain, and making provision 
for satisfying the same, reported it back with an 
amendment, striking. cat the whole bill after the 
enacting clause, and inserting the bill originally 
reported in the Senate, the provisicns of which go 
to grant land, instead of issuing serip. 

Oa motion of Mr. SEVIER, the bill was then 
taken up as in committee of the whole, was con- 
sidered, and, the amendment of the Committee on 
Public Lands having been agreed to, was reported 
tothe Senate. The amendment was concurred in 
hy the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed, and 
the bill to be read a third time, 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE, from. the Committee on 
Claims, to which had been referred House bill en- 
titled “An act for the relief of Sylvester Phelps, 
and the heirs and legal representatives of Charles 
Landon,” reported the same back, with a recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 

Mr. CONRAD, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which ihe subject bad been referred, re- 
ported a bill explanatory of an act entitled “An act 


roe, in that Stale: referred to the Committee. on 


5638 


for the relief of: Clark Woodroof,” passed in Miay,. 

"1842; which was read the first, and, by unanimous 
consent, the second, time, ee 

On motion. of Mr. GRAHAM, the previous or-, 

ders of the day were. postponed, and the “Senate 

< took up, as in committee. of the whole, the bill 

: from the House for the relief of Francis G. Me- 


Cauly. Pos f h 
Mr. GRABAM explained the bill. It was then 
(without being amended) reporied to the Senate, 
„Tead the third time, and passed. 
. THE PROVISIONAL TARIFF BILL. 
On motion. of Mr. EVANS, the bill from the 
House to extend, for a limited period, the present 
laws for laying and collecting duties on imports, 
was taken up and read the first time. 

Mr. EVANS moved that the bill be now read 
the second time, with a view to its reference. 

Mr. SEVIER objecied to its second reading. 

Mr. EVANS de-nanded the yeas and nays on the 
question, “Shall the bill be read a second time, 
with a view to reference?” which were ordered. 

Mr. BUCHANAN remarked that, as the yeas 
. and nays had been called, he would just say he 
would vole for referring the bill to a committee; 
certainly, he would for its reference. But, if the 
question was on the passage of the bill, with the pro- 
_viso inserted in it, he would as certainly vote 
against it. He would vote for its reference, to give 
„ihe Committee on Finance and the Senate an op- 
portunity to strike out the proviso. 

Mr, KUNG said be would vote against coun- 
tenancing the bill, for one moment, in any form. 
He viewed it as an alterapt to force the Senate to 
violate a solemn promise made to the country, and 
particularly to those who were induced to vote for 
the distribution law, under the direct pledge that 
the compromise act was not to be disturbed. He 

: held that the distribution law’ never would have 
passed, had it not been for the distinct understand- 
_ing (as strong as if it had been made in writing) 
wilh those who voted for it, that the, compromise 
act should not be disturbed, and that, if the rate of 
duties should go above 20 per cent., the distribu- 
tion of the sales of the public lands shuuld cease. 
- That was the understanding by both Houses, delib- 
erately given—certainly on the part of the Senate— 
and which induced gentlemen to vote for the bill, 
who would otherwise have opposed it. He main- 
tained that the Senate was bound, by the under- 
standing, to resivt the passage of the bill. The 
Senate owed it to itself, to its honor and integrity, 
and to the country and its inierests, not to lend its 
sanction or countenance; for a moment, to this bill, 
and thereby violate every obligation to themselves 
and the great interests of the country. He would 
not, as far as he was concerned, give his counte- 
nance to the proposed measure for a moment, 

Mr. EVANS said, any discussion on the merits 
of the bill would be inappropriate at this ‘stage; he 
would not, therefore, say a single word. He hoped 
the bill would. be permitled to take the ordinary 
course, as it would be brought before the Senate 
again at an early day. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
read the bill a second time, and resulted. in the 
affirmative, as follows—yeas 28, nays 18: 

YGAS—Meesrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Buchanan, Choate, Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Criuenden, Evans, 
Graham, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, More- 
head, Pheips, Porter, Preston, Rives, Simmons, Smith of In- 
diana, Tallmadge, White, and Woodbridge—2s. 

NaYS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Cuthbert, Fulton, 
King, Linn, McRoberts, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Stur- 
geon, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, 
and Young—38. 

The bill was then read the second time; when, 

Mr, EVANS moved that it be referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. SIMMONS thought this bill ought to go to 
the Committee on Manufactures, as the whole sub- 
jeet was before that committee. He believed that 
that committee would be able to satisfy the Sena- 

-torson this side (the Democratic side) that there 
would be no great isfraciion of the compromise 
act. 

The question was then taken, and the bill was 
réferred to the Committee on Firance. 

pi NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Ve On-motionof Mr. EVANS, the Senate resumed 
: the consideration,.as: in committee of the whole, 


fë 


. men, as amended by thè% 


aw, 


Ed 
F 
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of- tha bill making appropriatiog for the naval: ser- 
vice forthe year 1842.0 fe, 

The question immé@diately pending was on stris 
king out the following provigb of the House to the 
claus: appropriating $233,000 for the pay of 
commissioned, warrant} angi petty officers, and sea- 
enate to. read as fol- 


lows: 
“ Provided, That, until. otherwise ordered by Congress, no 


part of. this, or any future or existing appropriation, shali be - 


applied to the payment af any officers in the navy appointed 
after this date, beyoad the number in each grade now in ser- 
vice. j 

Mr. BENTON said the objections which were 
taken to this proviso might be reduced to three 
general heads: first, to the mode of acting, which 
was by a clause in an appropriation bill; secondly, 
to the fickleness which it would thus exhibit in 
our public councils, to reduce an establishment 
which had been so lately increased; thirdly, to the 
thing itself proposed to be done, which is called 
cutting down the navy. To each of these objec- 
tions Mr. B. believed that a ready answer was at 
hand, and would proceed to show them to be un- 
founded, With-respect to the first of these objec- 
tions, he said, that in general it was extremely ob- 
jectionable to introduce foreign matter into an ap- 
propriation bill, and especially to repeal existing 
laws, or to regulate existing establishments. But the 


| objection, so strong in other cases, would not apply 


in this; for the naval establishment of the United 
States was not regulated by law, but rested on ex- 
ecutive discretion under the act of 1806; and the 
only limit upon that discretion was the amount 
appropriated. The appropriation bill, then, was 
the means of control which Congress possessed; 
and, in this point of view, it became regular and 
commendable to use such a bill for exerting that 
control. With respect to fickleness of purpose, the 
imputation could have no application to Congress; 
for it was not Congress which had made the large 
increase Gf last year, and meditated the stiil larger 
for next year, which it was the intention of the 
proviso to arrest and reduce;—it was not Congress 
which had done this, but the executive department; 
and, therefore, Congress was not reversing its own 
policy, or repealing its own Jaw, or undoing in 
1842, what it had done in 1841; but it was 
merely acting upon the executive branch of 
the Government, and controlling some of its 
acts. Congress is altering, or abolishiag, noth- 
ing which it has created; and therefore is not 
obnoxious to the imputation of a fickle change of 
purpose. With respect to the thing to be done— 
and which is called cutting down the navy, break- 
ing it up, destroying it, &e.—this is all a mistake; 
and a review. of authentic facts will show it to be 
so. The proviso only proposes to arrest the in- 
crease until the naval establishment falls back to 
what it was a litle upwards of one year ago— 
January 1, 1841; and to give time to do what all 
now admit ought to be done, and what the Senator 
from Virginia [Mr. Ancuzr] has brought in a bill 
to do—namely, to regulate the naval establishment 
aby Jaw. A view of what the establishment was at 
the time named, and a comparison with what it 
had been, and was proposed to be, will show that 
there is no cutting down, or breaking down, in the 
case; but that the establishment would still be left 
more than twice as large as in the time of General 
Jackson, and nearly three times as large as the 
proposed peace establishment of 1822, which Con- 
gress refused to adopt. 

Mr. B. then showed that the actual establish- 
ment of the navy in 1822, being seven years after 
the war, was a fraction under 4,000 men, and cost 
about two millions and a quarter of dollars; and 
that the proposed establishment at that time did 
notexceed that amount, and yet Congress refused 
to establish it! The bill for that parpose did not 
pass! Mr. B. said that the bill of 1822, proposed 
as the naval peace establishment of the United 
States, provided for— 


Rear admirals. š A 1 
Commodores . - $ z 5 
Captains z s ` 25 
Masters commandant . . 30 
Lieutenants . . ‘ 190 
Midshipmen r è . 400 
Surgeons e E i 35 


„peace establishment. 


- above the bill of 1822. 


rr 


Surgeon’s mates G : 45 
- Chaplains . o : 6 
Parsers . > Py : 40 
Seamen, boys, &c. : - 3,500 


In all, a little over 4,000 men, all told. Yet Con- 
gress refused to adopt this number. This shows 
what Congress then thought of the size of a navak 
Mr. B. was cotemporary 
with that bill—supported it—knows the reason 
why it was rejected—and that was, because Con- 
gress would not sanction so large an establishment. 
To this decision there was a` close adherence for 
many years. ` In the year 1833—eleven years after 
that time, and when the present Senator from 
New Hampshire (Mr. Woopzury] was Secretary 
of the Navy, the naval establishment was but little 
It was about five thou- 
sand mén, and cost about four millions of dollars, 
and was propesed by that Secretary to be kept at 
about that size. Here Mr. B. read several extracts 
from Mr. Woodbury’s report of 1833—the last 
which he made as Secretary of the Navy—which 
verified these statements. Mr. B. then looked 
to the naval establishment on the Ist of Jan- 
uary, 1841, and showed that the. establish- 
ment had largely increased since Mr. Wood- 
bury’s report, and was far beyond any calculation 
in 1822. The total number of men, of all grades, 
in the service in 1841, was a little over 8,000; the 
total cost about six millions of dollars—being 
double the amount and cost of the proposed peace 
establishment of the United Siates in the year 
1822, and nearly double the actual establishment 
of 1833. Mr. B. then showed the additions made 
by executive authority in 1841, and that the num- 
ber of men was carried up to upwards of eleven 
thousand, and the expense for 1842 was to ex- 


ceed eight millions of dollars! This (he said) was _ 


considered an excesiive increase; and the design 
of the proviso was to correct it, and carry things 
back to what they were a year before. This was 


the design; and this, şo far from being destructive ` 


to the navy, was doing far more for it than its 
most ardent friends proposed or hoped for a few 
years before. 

Mr. B. here exhibited a table showing the actual 
state of the navy, in point of numbers, at the com- 
mencement of the years 1841 and 1842; and showed 
that the increase in one year was nearly as great as 
it had been in the previous twenty years; and that 
its totality at the latter of these periods was be- 
tween eleven and twelve thousand men, all told. 
The table was as follows: 


INCREASE OF OFFICERS OF THE UNITED STATES 
Navy AND SEAMEN. 7 5 


L 1842: 

Captains, 31 55 68 
Commanders, 31 55 96 
Lieutenants, š 196 288 328 
Surgeons, 46 59 69 
Assistant-surgeons and 

passed assistants, è ah a 66 
Porsers, 42 53 64 
Chaplains, 10 13 Q4 
Midshipmen and pass- 

ed midshipmen, è 336 457 553 
Petty officers, seamen, 

Pa ba ¢ 3,164 7,419 9,784 


Mr. B. said this table spoke for itself—showed 
what had been done in one year—the last year, 
1841; and presumed it would be harder to jastify 
the increase from 1822 to 1841, than to justify the 
return to that point from the point attained in 1842. 
The design of the proviso to the House bill is to 
get back to 1841; and not only to do that, but to 
suspend the further increases which were intended. 
These further inereases, still contemplated, were 
great, and were officially made knowr to the Con- 
gress, and the estimates increased accordingly. To 
say nothing of what was in the Senate in its exec- 
utive capacity, Mr. B. would read a clause from 
the report of the Senate’s Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, which showed ihe number of vessels which the 
Secretary of the Navy proposed to have in commis- 
sion, and the consequent vast increase of men and 
money which would be required. [The following 
is the extract from Mr. Bayarn’s report:] : 


“The second section of the act of Congréss of the 21st i 
1806, expressly authorizes the President “to keep in aa 


vice, in time of peace, so many of the frigates and other Pub. 


i 
| 
i 
i 
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lic armed vessels of the United States, asin his judgment the 
nature of the service may require’ In the exercise. of this 
discretion, the committee are informed by the Secretary of the 
Navy.that he proposes to employ a squadron in the Mediter- 
zanean, consisting of two ships of the line, four frigates, and 
‘four sloops and brigs—in all, ter vessels; another squadron on 
the Brazil station, consisting, also, of two ships of the line, four 
frigates, and four Sloops and brigs; which two squadrons will be 
made from time to time to exchange their stations, and thus to 
traverse the intermediate portion of the Atlantic. He proposes, 
further, to employ a squadron in the Pacific, consisting of one 
ship of the line, two frigates, and four sloops; and a similar 
squadron of one ship of the line, two frigates, and four sloops 
in the’East Indies; which squadrons, in like manner, exchanging 
from time to time their stations, wil! traverse. the intermediate 
portion of the Pacific, giving countenance and protection to the 
whale fishery in thatocean. He proposes, further, to employ 
a fifth squadron, to be called the home squadron, consisting of 
one ship of the line, three frigates, and three sloops, which, be- 
side the duties which its name indicates, will have devolved 
uponit the duties of the West India squadron, whose cruising 
ground extended tothe mouth of the Amazon, and as far as the 
Oth degree of west longitude from London. He propeses, ad- 
ditionally, to employ onthe African coast one frigate and four 
sloops and brigs—in all, five vessels; four steamers in the Gulf 
of Mexico, and four steamers on the lakes. There will thus be 
in Commission, seven ships of the line, sixteen frigates, twenty- 
aves sloop and brigs, and eight steamers—in all, fifty-four ves- 
sels, ` 


Mr. B. said this was an anthentic declaration of 
-what was intended to be done by virtue of the 
President’s discretion, under the act of 1806, if not 
controlled by Congress. Five squadrons are to be 
employed; fifty-four vessels are to be in commis- 
Sien, and the class of the vessels composing each 
squadron is given in detail. Has any one (said 
Mr. B.) calculated the amount of this increase, and 
counted up the amount of men and money which 
-it willcos? The report does nat, and, in that re- 
spect; is essentially deficient. It ought to be 
counted, and Mr. B. would attempt it. He ac- 
kuowledged the difficulty of such an undertaking ; 
how easy it was for a speaker—-and especially such 
a speaker as he was—to get into a fog when he got 
“Into masses of millions, and to bewilder others as 
well as himself, To avoid this, details mast be 
avoided, and results made plain by simplifying the 
‘elements of calculation. He would endeavor to 
do so, by taking a few plain data, in this case—the 
‘data correct in themselves, and the results, there- 
fore, mathematically demonstrated. à 
He would take the guns and the men—show 
what we had now, and what we proposed to have; 
and what was the cost of each gun afloat, and the 
number of men to work it, The number of guns 
we now have afloat is nine hundred and thirty- 
séven; the number of men between eleven and 
twelve thousand; and the estimated cost for the whole, 
a fraction over eight millions of .dollars. This 
would give about twelve men and about $9,000 to 
each gun, [Mr. Bayarn asked how could these 
$9,000 a gun be ‘made oui?] Mr. BENTON re- 
plied. By counting everything that was necessary to 
give you the use of the gun—everything incident 
to its use—~everything belonging to the whole naval 
establishment. The end, design, and effeet of the 
whole establishment, was to give you the use of the 
gun. That was all that was wanted. But, to get 
it, an establishment, had to be kep! up of vast extent 
and variety—of shops and yards on land, as well 
as ships at sea—of salaries and pensions, as well as 
powder and bails. Every expense is counted, and 
that gives the cost per gun. Mr. B. said he would 
now analyze the gentleman’s report, and see what 
addition these five squadrons would make to the ex- 
pense of the naval establishment. he first point 
was, to find the number of guns which they were to 
bear, and which was the element in the cilculation 
that would lead to the results sought for. Re- 
curring to the geatleman’s report, and taking the 
number of each class of vessels, and the number of 
guns which each would carry, and ihe results 
would be: 
7 ships of the line, rating 74, but carrying 80 


guns . . : P . 569 
16 frigates, 44 guns each . « 704 
13 sloops, 20 guas each. . œ 260 
10 brigs, 10 guns each . h » 100 
8 steamers, 10 guss each : - 80 

1,704 


Here (said Mr. B.) is an aggregate of 1,704 guns, 
which, at $9,000 each gun, would give $15,336,000, 
asthe sum which the treasury wou!d have to pay 
for a mavalestablishment which would give us the 
use of that number. Deduct the difference be- 
tween 937, the present number of guns, and this 
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1,704; and you have 767 for the increased number 
of guus, which, at $9,000 each, will give $6,903,000 
for ihe imereased cost in money. This was the 


“moneyed r:sult of the increase. Now take the per- 


sonal increase—that is to say, the increased num- 
ber of men which the five squadrons would reqnire. 
Taking ten men and. two officers to the gan—=iù 
all, twelve—and the increased number of men and 
officers required for 767 guns would be 8,204. 
Add these to the 11,000 or 12,000 now-in service, 
aud you have close upon 20,000 men for the naval 
peace establishment of 1843, costing about fifteen 
millions and a half of dollars, ` i 

_ Mr. B. said we had just had a Presidential elec- 
ton carried on a hue-and-cry against extravagance, 
and a hurrah for a. change, aad a promise to carry 
on the Government for thirteen millions uf dollars; 
and here was fifteen and a half millions for one 
branch of the service! and those who oppose if are 
to be stigmatized as architects of ruin, and enemies 
of the navy, and a hue and-ery raised against them 
for the opposition. He said we had just voted a 
set of resolutions [Mr, Cray’s] to limit the ex- 
penses of the Government to twenty two millions; 
and yet here are two-thirds of that sum proposed 
for one branch of the service—a branch which, un- 
der General Jackson’s administration, cost about 
four millions, and was intended to be limited to 
about that amount. This was the economy—the 
retrenchment—the saving of the people’s money, 
which was promised before the election! 

Mr. B. would not go into points so well stated 
by the Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. Woop- 
Boky} on yesterday, that our present peace naval 
establishment exceeds the cost of the war establish- 
ment curing the late war; that we pay far more 
money, and get much fewer guns and men than 
the British do for the same money. He would 
omit the tables which he had on hand to prove 
these important points, and would ge on to say 
that it was an obligation of imperious duty on 
Congress to arrest the present state of things; to 
turn back the establishment to what it was a year 
ago; and te go to work at the next session of Con- 
gress to regulate the United States naval peace es- 
tablishment by law. When that bill came up, a 
great question would have to be decided—the ques- 
tion of a navy for defence, or for offence! When 
that question came on, he would give his opinion 
upon it, and his reasons for that opinion. A navy 
of some degree, and of some kind, all seemed to 
be agreed upon; but what it is to be—whether to 
defend our homes, or carry war abroad—is a ques- 
tion yet to be decided, and on which the wisdom 
and the patriotism of the countfy would be called 
into requisition. He won!d only say, at present, 
that coasts and cities could be defended without 
great fleets at sea, The history of continental Eu- 
rope was full of the proofs. England, with her 
thousand ships, could no nothing after Europe was 
ready for her, during the late wars of the French 
revolution. He did not speak of attacks in time of 
peace, like Copenhagen, but of Cadiz and Tene- 


riffe in 1797, and Boulogne and Flushing in 1804, | 


where Nelson, with all his skill and personal da- 
ring, and with vast fleeis, was able to make no im- 
pression. 

Mr. B. said the navy was popular, andhad many 


friends and champions; but there was such a thing || 


as killing by kindoess. He had waished the pro- 


gress of events for some time, and said te his friends | 
(for he made no speeches about it) that the navy | 


was in danger—that the expense of it was growing 


tco fasi—that ihere would be reaction and revul- ji 


tion. And he now said ihat, unless things were 


checked, and moderate counsels prevailed, and law |) 
substiluied for executive discretion, (or indiscre- j|; 
tion, as the case might be,) the time might not be || 
distant when this brilliant arm of our defence | 
should become as unpopular as it was in the time |: 


ofthe elder Mr. Adams. 


Pre question was then taken by yeas and nays, || 


on the moticn to sinke out the proviso, and re- 


sulted in the aflicmative—yeas 23, nays 22, as fol- i 


lows: 


Preston, Rives, Simmons, Tallmadge, and Woodbridge—23. 


NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Crafts, į 


Cathbert, Fulton, King, Linn; McRoberts, Sevier, ‘Smith. of 
Connecticut, Smith. of Indiana, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, 


| White, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—-22, 


‘Phe next amendment. was to strike out-trom ‘the 
3d page, lines 55 and 56, in the appropriation for 
the improvement and necessary repairs of thé:na- 
vy-yard near Pensacola, Florida, the words ‘and 
for a naval constructor at said place, $35,300,".and | 
insert $33,800; to which Oe ha 

Mr. BARROW moved an amendment, to strike 
out as above, but, instead of filling the space with 
$33,800, as proposed by the Committee on Finance, 
to insert #100 000. f 

Mr. EVANS explained that the difference be- 


| tween the House and the Finance Committee of 


the Senate was, that the Finance Committee 
wished to strike out 1,500 fora naval constructor, 
such officer not being wanted at Pensacola. 

Mr. BARROW approved of the recommend- 
ation of the Finance Committee in that par- 
ticular. There was, in fact, no navy-yard; theres 
fore, no necessity for a naval constructor. But he 


“would have been pleased if the committee had 


proposed to increase the appropriation; because it 
would then have devolved upon the very able 
chairman of Finance to state the necessity for the 


establishment of the navy-yard. at. Pensacola. 


Seventeen years ago, Congress decided on. estab- 
lishing that navy-yard; and every Congress since 
had made appropriations for the purpose. e 
believed the appropriations had already amoun . 
to upwards of five hundred and forty thousand del . 
lars; yet no navy-yard has been actually establish- 
ed, capable of affording even the most indifferent 
and common repairs to vessels of the navy. On 
looking into the matter, he discovered that $2,420,000. 
had been expended on navy-yards from Norfolk 
to New Hampshire, all intended for the pro- . 
tection ofthe North. He did not object to this— 
he rejoiced at it; but be did complain that, while 
the North is so effectually protected, the South is 
left wholiy unprotected. ‘When the Senators. from 
that region had asked why nothing of this kind 
had been done for the South, the answer was, 
that there were no surveys, no estimates, no plahs. 
An appropriation of $50,000 was made for prep- 
arations for the construction of a dry-dock at New 
York; and the Commissioners of the Navy had 
recommended a further appropriation of $150,000 
without hesitation. No surveys or plans were ne- 
cessary for that, Now, asto the excuse that no 
survey or plan had been made for the South, he 
contended that sufficient had been done in. that re- 
spect by Lieutenant Powell, whose survey has 
been in the possession of the Navy Department for 
the last six moaths. His report decides that Pen- 
sacola is the most suitable place in the South for a 
navy-yard. Yetitis now asserted that there is 
considerable doubt whether St. Joseph, Apalachi- 
cola, or Ship Island, or some other point, may not 
be more eligible; and, therefore, nothing should be 
done until that question is settied. 

He did not suppose $100,000 would be a sufi- 
cient appropriation; but the great value he attach- 
ed to such an appropriation in the present bill was,, 
that it would be an evidence that the navy-yard at 
Pensacola, authorized seventeen years ago, was 
not to be abandoned. This bill. appropriates a 
large sum for the repairs of the other navy yards 
of the United States; and he would ask the Sena- 
tors from the North if it was not as- necessary for 
the protection of their commerce with the South, to 
have an efficient navy-yard in the Gulf of Mexico, 
as im any other point of the Union? 

On the score of economy, it is necessary to com- 
pleie that navy-yard; for on it depend the safety 
and defence of the South. By the completion of 
that pavy-yard, and with a tew navy depots in 
suitable points about the Gulf, the South would 
be able to contend against any foreign power which 
could be brought against its commerce. 

The question could be narrowed down to two 
points—ficst, whether a navy-yard. was neces- 
sary in the South; and, then, whether Pensacola was 
the proper place. He presumed that no Senator 
would contend that there cught uot to be a navy- 


YEAS—Messts. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Choate, || yard in the South; he should, therefore, take it for 


Clayton, Conrad, Crittenden, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Hun- il 
Ungton, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Porter, | 


mi, 


granted that point was coaceded. The only thing 
then to be setiled was, whether Pensacola was the 
most eligible place. There must be a plenty of 


i. 


yin the fitst place, for a navy yard any where. 
here are always twenty-three, feet of water at 


is the next, where there are.twenty feet of. water. 
‘Next, asto facilities. Pensacola is contiguous to 
“New Orleans, where men, provisions, and coals are 

“plenty, candall munitions. of war can. be-had with 
ibe utmost facility. In these respects, ‘it has a 
decided superiority over the other points suggested. 

Tt is not a local question: the whole valley of 
the Mississippi is interesied—so are. the Northern 
and Middle sections of the country.» A blow could 
not be struck at New Orleans, without being keenly 
felt at Boston, and throughout the whole commer- 
cial:range of the Union. 

"He was not one of those economists disposed to 
inflict a wound on the navy or army, because, at 
thé moment, there happens to be a pressure on the 
Goverament. What would be thought of a planter 
who, because colton fell in price, should lessen his 
number of horses, farming implements, and quan- 
tity of land in cultivation? He would be laughed: 
athe would be ‘considered crazy. He might, 
with propriety, retrench his household expenses 
and personal luxuries; but it would be ridiculeus 
economy to lessen his. means of production: it 
would immediately lessen the confidence of his 
creditors, instead of meeting their approval. He 

ald not anticipate any serious opposition to his 
Focadmen. 

Mr. CONRAD, although anticipated by his. col- 
Jeague in what he intended to urge, conceived the 
proposition just made of so much importance to 
the South and West, that he should feel himself 
meglectful of his duty if he did not add something 
in support of the just claims of Southern com- 
merce. 

New Orleans was so situated, that the navigation 
to it through the Gulf of Mexico is subject to many 
perplexities and difficulties. ‘Phe commerce of that 
region has hitherto been dependent on most preca- 
yious. protection, When the Navy Department 
was lately asked how it happened that not one ves- 
sel of war was stationed ia the Gulf for the pro- 
tection of its commerce, it was replied, that no spe- 
cific appropriation had been made for the purpose. 
The squadron appointed for the protection of the 
coast was of litle use lo the Gulf trade, as that 
squadron had to cruise thousands of miles beyond 
tke mouth of the Gulf, 

He referred to. Mr. Secretary Poinsett’s report 
on the subject of protecting the Gulf, from which 
he read a long extract. The importance of these 
views had been admitted and enforced upon Con- 
gress by the Executive Departinents, for years; yet 
no sufficient appropriations had ever been made. 

He. next alluded to the doubts thrown out 
whether Pensacola was the most eligible place for 
a navy-yard, and showed that the Commissioners 
of the Navy, and the Secretary of War, as well as 
Lieuteaant Powell, who bad recently surveyed the 
coast, all concurred in recommending Pensacola, 
in preference to any other place. The only points 
in competition are St. Joseph, Apalachicola, and 
Ship Island. Pensacola has 232 feet of water, 
St. Joseph 21%, Ship Island 20, and Apalachi- 
cola much Jess. After a resurvey of Ship Island, 
Lieutenant Powell was more confirmed than ever 
in his opinion that Peasacola is the proper position 
for the navy-yard of the South. Lieutenant Chase, 
an eminent engineer, was also of the same opin- 
jon. The Board of Commissioners of the Navy 
admit that it is fit for al} ordinary purposes. 

Justice, economy, and humanity require some 
permanent settlement of this question. Justice, as 
due to the commerce of the South and West; 
economy, in reference to the saving which will ac- 
crue from convenience fer repairs and equipments 
of vessels belonging to the United States navy in 
that region; and humanity, in reference to the ad- 
vantage of having the necessary hands perma- 
nently settled and acclimated, instead of tempora- 
rily subjecting them to all the evils of sudden 
change to a climate to which they are not sea- 
soned. : 

Mr. C. next alluded to the circumstance of a 
2French armed vessel having reached New Orleans, 
: “and’stationed herself’ at night opposite the market- 

Ponse; a year or two since, without being discovered 


wa 


Pensacola. © So there is one essential. St. Joseph’s 


till daylight. Nota vessel-belonging to the United 
‘States navy knew anything of ber approach. 
city might have been sacked for days, before the~ 


The 


intelligence would reach the squadron on the West 
India station. 

Mr. LINN asked if Fort. St. Philip did not af- 
ford protection against the hostile approach of any. 
foreign armed vessels? 


Mr. CONRAD replied that there was’ nothing to i 


prevent añy foreign enemy that pleased from enter- 
ing Fort St. Philip, and taking possession of it. 
He was glad the Senator had reminded him of the 
circumstance. Neglected as the South had been, 
not only with regard.to naval defence, but to forti- 
fications, Fort St. Philip, at present, would be 
yather an advantage lo an enemy than an obstacle. 
He next alluded to the new face of things which 
the adaptation of. steam-power to naval purposes 
had brought about—a change which had added fa- 
cilities for celerity, and precision of movement to the 
naval power of foreign nations. All these things 
called for vigilance and energy on the part of this 
Government. 

Mr. EVANS was afraid this course of discus- 
gion would keep back the bill, now so necessary to 
be placed immediately on its passage. He did not 
see the propriety of this motion at the present time. 
If there was any navy-yard which ought not to 
complain, he considered it was Pensacola. The 
allowance for it was infinitely beyond that for any 
other station.. Besides, there would, in reality, be 
no use in appropriaung $100,000, without any 
plan for its expenditure being matured. The Sec- 
retary of the Navy avows his conviction of the ne- 
cessity’ of making extensive repairs in the navy- 


yard of Pensacola; and, as fast as he can, of ac- - 


complishing the object of perfecting this yard, and 
making: it one suitable for both naval repairs and 
construction. : 

But he only requires $33,000 now, because that 
is all he can expend with advantage this year; and 
why should he be hurried aud stimulated to do 
what cannot be done with convenience or advan- 
tage? The department is contemplating the selec- 
tfon of other places for naval purposes in that 
region. [t was intended to havea station for the 
construction of iron steamers on some point up the 
Mississippi river, between the Balize and New 
Orleans. 

Gentlemen talked of a navy-yard as an estab- 
lishment of defence. He admitted that, for the 
repair of disabled vessels, and construction of ves- 
sels of war, a navy-yard might be considered im- 
portant as a means of defence; buta mere navy- 
yard in itself, instead of being a defence, was liable 
to be turned to the disadvantage of the country of 
its location—inviling an attack of the enemy, to 
cripple and destroy it, or carry of the public prop- 
erly. 

He had always considered it injurious economy 
to make small appropriations; but, ia this instance, 
he believed the sum called for by the department 
was sufficient for the purposes now contemplated, 
and he therefore should oppose any increase of that 
amount. 

Mr. CONRAD was not convinced, by any 
thing the Senator from Maine [Mr. Evans] had 
said, that he had wandered very far from a pro- 
per line of argument in asserting that a navy-yard 
at Pensacola would be a source of defence for the 
commerce of the South. He was aware that a 
navy-yard, as a point of attack, might be consider- 
ed a source of weakness. But, in the construction 
of vessels for defence, and in the capability of af- 
fording repairs for injured vessels, he did consider 
a navy-yard important as a means of defence; and 
as to not being a defence in itself, it was easy to 
make it so by suitable fortifications to protect it. 

He was not aware that the Secretary of the 
Navy had limited his demand for the progress of 
the works in that navy-yard to the small sum new 
in the bill; but he supposed this amount was in- 
tended for nothing more than to continue the yard 
in its present state. 

Mr. EVANS read from the estimates that only 
$5,000 was intended for repairs, the rest being for 


enlarging the yard and building additional ofi- 


ces, &e. 
Mr. CONRAD thought the sum would effect 


the Spanish Government, 


“very little in enlarging ‘or completing the navy- 


yard. 
Mr. KING observed, that the advantages to the 


-South and West had been so ably urged by the 


Senators from Louisiana, that he-did not consider 
it necessary to enlarge upon the subject. The cry, 
for years, whenever applications of this nature 
were made, had been, Wait—wait; as if something 
new was to be discovered to lead toa better selec- 
lion. Every inch of the Gulf coast, and the Flori- 
da coast, had been explored for years, by naviga- 
tors, and nothing new was to be. expected. No 
changes had been mace since the occupation by 
The water is the same 
in depth—the harbors the same. The Spanish 
surveys were as minute as any which can be made; 
and the preference to this station was fully estab- 
lished. ‘The liveoak, the materials, all the con- 
vyeniences:necessary, were to be had in the vicinity 
of Pensacola. Workmen can be got there, as well 
as anywhere.else. It is as healthy a position as Bos- 


ton. But the demand for completing this navy- ` 


yard is met by the assertion that there is no esti- 
mate. a i 
It was provided in this bill that the money should 
not be expended until a site should bave- been se- 
lected and the cost estimated. At present, they had 
no estimate upon which they could rely. ` And 
what he asked of Senators was, that they should 
now make only such appropriation as would be in 
accordance with (he report of the Navy Commis- 
sioners. It was a thing which ought to have been 
done long since, had it not been for our limited 
means. g 

They were told by Senators on the other side, 
that the creation of a navy-yard would be a cause 
of weakness. Bat he (Mr. K.) and those who 
viewed the matter in the light he did, felt that it 
would be a source of strength; and they felt that 
they were entitled to ask that it should be afforded 
them, and that they should not be met by the 
mere assertion that it would be a source of weak- 
ñess, while other places were provided for. The 
Senator from Maine told them that, for the pur- 
pose of providing security for the Southern coast, 
a bill bad been passed for the construction of four 
steamers. Why, the Senator ought to. know that 
no such bill had been passed. 

Mr. EVANS stated that such a bill had passed, 
and some of the vessels were now in a course of 


construction. A provision had been inserted upon 


his (Mr. Evaws’s) motion, in the appropriation bill 
of last year, thata certain sum should be applied 
to the construction of four steamers of medium size, 
expressly with a view to the protection of the 
Southern country. 

Mr. KING desired that the Senator would pro- 
duce the bill, if there were any such, which pro- 
vided that war steamers should be constructed for 
the defence of that coast. 

Mr. EVANS would not undertake to say that 
the law expressed the purpose for which the ves- 
sels should be built. 

Mr. KING had very few more remarks to offer. 
He would remind the honorable Senator that the 
construction of steam-vessels for the protection of 
the coast had nothing to do with the question as to 
providing a place for the repair of vessels. In or- 
der to bring the matter to a close, without detain- 
ing the Senate further, he would propose the inser- 
tion of a proviso, so as to test the question whether 
Pensacola and New York should not be placed up- 
onan equal footing. ‘ 

Provided, i iation : 
piled to the construction of a dry dock as New Yon S T 

Mr. BARROW would prefer. the vote being 
taken on his amendment, without the amendment 
of the Senator from Alabama. 

He thought the application of the $100,000 ought 
to be left to be appropriately and judiciously ex. 
pended by the Secretary of the Navy. He did not 
wish the appropriation to be considered in refer- 
ence to what may be done with regard to New 
York. If his amendment should fail, he would 


reserve to bimself the right to vote as he pleased 


with regard to the New York appropriation, 

In relation to what had fallen from the. chairman 
of the Committee on Finance, as to the intentions 
of the Secretary of the Navy, he (Mr. B.) referred 
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to the answer from the department to’a recent res- 
olution of the Senate, in which the Seeretary of the 
Navy admits the necessity of having war-steamers 
for the defence of the Gulf, and navy-yards and 
docks ‘in the South. He read passages from the 
communication, pointing out the advantages of an 
additional establishment, similar to that at Pensa- 
cola, to be Jocatéd on some point up the Mississippi 
river, not far from iis mouth. 

He had made a call on the Secretary of the 
Navy for an account of the amount expended on 
the navy-yard at Pensacola; arid the Secretary had 
referred the matter to the Board of Commissioners 
for an answer. The response of the Commission- 
ers is indéfinite, contradictory, and unsatisfactory. 
But it established the fact, that of the $540,000 ap- 
propriated for the navy-yard at Pensacola, from 
time to time, one-half has been applied tẹ some 
other purposes of the navy; and thereby the South 
has been defrauded of the benefit of these ap- 
propriations What is there to show for this 
$540,000 7 

Mr. B. here made a statement of the buildings 
and public works at the navy-yard at Pensacola, 
with a view of showing that they could not have 
cost more than half the sum appropriated. 

Mr. BENTON sugges'ed that, after the difficully 
of obtaining the appropriations was overcome, ihe 
probability was that only part had been expended, 
and the remainder was passed over to the surplus 
fund. 

Mr. BARROW did not doubt that it was either 
in that way, or by a transfer of part of the appro- 
priation to other purposes of the navy; for he 
understood the department had a power of making 
such transfers. What he complained of was, that 
any portion should have been diverted from its le- 
gitimate object. 

The chairman of the Commitiee on Finance had 
said it was a new idea, that a navy-yard afforded 
any protection; but he would ask, were not the 
navy-yards of the North and East protected by 
fortifications? 

In case of war with England, the vessels neces- 
sary for the defence.of the South would have to be 
built in the navy yards of the North; and before 
they could reach the South, they would have to run 
the gauntlet through British ships of war and steam 


frigates in the Gulf of Mexico and Gulf cf Fior- | 


ida; and even if they did reach their destination, 
crippled and injured by conflicts, they would 
not have a place where they could repair er ree 
placeaspar. They would have to turn back and 
run the gauntlet again, to get to Norfolk for re- 
pairs. 

He did not object to the liberal appropriations 
hitherto made to the North; all he asked was, 
that the South should have some portion of the 
benefit from the public money voted for the defence 
of the country. 


Mr. WOODBURY said, at this late hour it was 
not his intention to detain the Senate longer than a 
single moment, in order to throw a fittle light up- 
on this subject. When the project was first adopt- 
ed of establishing at Pensacola a naval depot, il 
was intended that it should be a place for repairs, 
and that a marine-railway should be erected as 
soon as the suitable buildings could be provided. 
The Commissioners, however, reported unfavora- 
bly, setting forth that the strong currents and the 
shifting sand of that harbor wouid render ita work 
of very great difficulty. Subsequently, it was pro- 
posed to erect wharves ; but it was found that they 
were unable to make even them in such a manner 
as to prevent them from being washed away. So 
great was the difficulty experienced, that he (Mr. 
W.) bad thought it necessary to make a personal 
visit to the place; and he became convinced, by in- 
spection of its condition, that it would be impracti- 
cable to repair vessels there, much less to build 
them. And here he would suggest to Senators, that 
every dollar which had been appropriated, and not 


expended, had doubtless gone to the surplus fund; ; 
and the facts could be obtained precisely on appli-'| 


cation to lhe Treasury Department... : 
What} was the reason that since tbat time noth- 
ing had been done? It was not for-default of anx- 
iety to have the work accomplished ; but it arose 
from the very great difficulty that would be en- 
countered in attempting to erect wharves, or a ma- 
rine-railway, and the still greater difficulty in con- 
stracting a dry-dock. There might easily be made 
a floating-dock, ora screw-dock, and warehouggs; 


_ but he would assure Senators that the difficulty bv 


which they had been met was the foundation, and 
the reason for the delay that had taken place 
And it would be well to consider, also, in the first 
place, that the only squadron which in time of 
peace would probably resort there, was the West 
India squadron. That was asquadron composed 
of small vesseis; and the officers of these vesseis 
would doubtless prefer, even if a place of repairs, 
existed at Pensacola, to goto New York to avoid 
the sickly season.. The necessity, then, for’ the 
work did not appear to him tò be so very urgent as 
Senators seemed to imagine. 

But there was still a stronger reason (and it was 
not because he had any aversion to the preserva- 
tion of that work, for he would desire that there 
should be a navy-yard in the South) against this 
proposition; and it was, tha! there was no commer- 
cial marine there,-and it was as much impossible 
to builda navy without a commercial marine, as it 
was to build a house without a foundation. There 
were no workmen, no materials, no supplies. The 
work could, nevertheless, be carried on; but it 
would necessarily be attended with very great ex- 
pense; and in time of war, he would admit that 
the consideration of expense should not stand 
against the advantages of having a place of repairs 
there, and a place where a vessel might go for shel- 
ter and safety; but in time of peace, the repairs 
could be made at New York, or at any other point 
upon the coast, where the pecessary convenience 
existed, or she might repair herself. Every vessel 
afloat was provided with materials for repairs— 
was, to some extent, a navy-yard of itself; but, in 
time of war, it was necessary that there should be 
some place for protection and shelter. 


Not to detain the Senate further, he would ob- 
serve that the appropriation, as it originally stood, 
was, in nis opinion, liberal enough, under the cir- 
cumstances, unlessit were intended to build up an 
enormous navy-yard there in time of peace. If 
Senators were disposed to make a building and re- 
painiog yard there, he certainly would offer no op- 
position; but he thought that, under the sircum- 
stances, it would be quite as well to follow the ori- 
ginal proposition. 

Mr. BARRO W conceived, from what the Sen- 
ator from New Hampshire had said, that it was 
his impression Pensacola never could be a navy- 
yard for the construction of vessels of war, be- 
cause he thinks no wharf can be erected in con- 
sequence of the sandy nature of the foundation. 
He (Mr. B.) never had been at Pensacola; but he 
had ample testimony from competent engineers, in 
Opposition to the opinions of the Senator from 
New Hampshire, though based on his personal in- 
spection. here was another thing on which he 
was al issue with the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire. He says there is no marine material at the 
South. Now, he (Mr. B.) undertook to say that 
labor could be obtained at Pennsacela as cheap as 
at Portsmouth, in New Hampshire. He learned 
that labor at the navy-yard in this place (Wash- 
ington) is cheaper than at any navy yard at the 
North He was certain that labor could be had in 
Pensacola, even at arate less than in the navy- 
yard here. He had also proposals made by foun- 
dries in New Orleans to the Government, offering 
to furnish cannon balls and cannon, castin that 
city, on the same terms as in the North—zaving all 
the expense of transportation. Pensacola is as 
healthy a position as any in the United States. 


Nothing he had yet heard had shaken: his copf 
dence in the eligibility of the site -at Pensacola.. 
itis dueto- the South to complete: that establish. 
ment. He would gote for liberal appropriations to’ 
the navy, but should demand a reasonable share of 
justice to the South. * ee 

_Mr. WOODBURY explainéd several’ points “in' 
his remarks, misapprehended by the Senator ftom: 
Louisiana, oe 

Mr. BAYARD had but one word to say—it was 
in reference to the report alluded to by the Senator 
from Louisiana, as made by the Navy Commis- 
sioners; in which he (Mr. B.) admitted there “was 
much ambiguity. But, appended to’ that report 
was a statement by Mr. Dayton, Fourth Auditor: óf“ 
the Treasury Department, in which it is shown that 
$547,000 had been actually expended on the navy: ` 
yard of Pensacola. Pts as SE 

The importanee of that navy-yard was very'ev: 
dent, although it was'a place. which could” rot- be 


| available for the building or repairs of ships of war,’ 


or frigates'of the first class. He read extracts from 
the reports. f Po Spee ees 

“The department asks only for as much money 
as can be applied, with propriety, to the progress 
of the works now, : 

The soil is a shifting sand of great depth, and 
it is almost impossible to keep any excavation made ` 
free from being fitted up in a year or two. If 
flvating docks can be made available, when that is 
ascertained, appropriations for the purpose can be 
made. A dry-dock is out of the question. tis ‘in’ 
e mtemplation to try a floating dock at New York. If 
it succeeds, there will be sonie proof of its‘availa-: 
bility for Peasacola, At this late period’of eses’ 
sion and the year, what was the use of making this 
appropriation of $100,000? It would ‘not. be Te- 
quired for actual use till long after Congress will 
have met again. : 


Mr. BARROW called for the yeas and nays on 
his amendment; which were ordered. > 

The question was then taken, and resul-ed in the 
affirmative—yeas 19, nays 18, as follows:, 7... 

YEAS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Benton, Berrien,’ Conrad, 
Crittenden, Fulton, Graham, Henderson, King, Linn, MéRob. 
erts, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Preston, Simmons, -Palla 
madge, and Walker—19, p ok 

NAYS—Messts, Allen, Bayard, Buchanan, Clayton, Crafts, 
Evans, Huntington, Merrick, Phelps, Rives, ` Smith of Connec« 
ticut, Smith of Indiana, White, Wilcox, Wiliams, Woodbury, 
Wright, and Young—18, j , 

The next amendment proposed by the committee 
was to insert, at the end of the paragraph appro- 
priating $129,100 for the repair of the navy-yard 
at Brooklyn, the following: ogee. S 

“ And provided also, That the Secretary of the Navy may, 
in his discretion, apply the sum of $109,000 of the amount here- 
by appropriated, and any balance of former appropriations for 
the construction ofa dry-dock at Brooklyn, New York, to the 
construction of a floating dock.” 

Which was concurred in. 

Mr. EVANS then moved to amend the bill,-by 
inserting, in page 5, after line 95, the following: . 

“ For the charter of steamers Splendid and Clarion, in Sep- 
tember and October, 1841, for the survey of the Nantucket 
shoals, $4,345 34.” : oe 

Which was concurred in.: - ra EER OD 

Mr. EVANS next moved the following amend- 
ment, to cone in after line 95, in page 5, vizs: > 

“To carry into. effect the acts for the suppression of the 
slave-trade, including the support of recaptured Africans, and 
their removal to Africa, under authority of said act, including 
an unexpended balance of former appropriations carried to the 
surplus fund, $7,363 14.” 

Mr. E. explained that a balance of a former.ap- 
propriation of $4,000 had gone to ihe surplus fund. 
$7,365 was due from outstanding liabilities. 

Mr. ARCHER said it was authorized under ex- 
isting laws, and the sum was small. 

Mr. KING asked if it was to pay the salary. or 
expense of any agency tu be employed on the coast 
of Africa? i , : 

Mr. EVANS said he did not know if the ex- 
isting laws on the subject anthorized any such 
thing, but he was not aware that there was any 
intention of the kind. ; 

Mr.-MOREHEAD made a short explanation 
relative to the law of 1819. 


NS knew of no intention of the kind. 
heard of any such intimation.“ ~~~ 

The’amendment was’then' adopted. 
Mr PRESTON moved to amend the, bill by in- 
serting the following: =o = os o aes 


For tite transportation; arrangement, and preservation of ar-- 
aicles brought, and to be brought by the. exploring expedition, . 
$20,000, if sọ much be necessary. a8 

Which was.concurred in... © ess 

‘Mr. EVANS moved to strike out from page 1, 
line 8, $335,000, and: insert $800,000. - It adds 
$465,000 for pay of. commissioned, warrant, and 
petty officers, and seamen; making the appropria- 
tion, $2,800,000, instead ‘of $2,335,000, -for that 
purpose. ; 

The estimate.of the department was $3,195,000. 
Th: committee wished to have it the same as the 
estimate. of last year, cutting off some three or four 
hundred thousand dollars of the estimate of the 
department. It is impcssible to estimate accu- 
rately what is to-be paid, in consequence of the 
service being scattered over the world. There was 
an.unexpended balance of $200,000 last year; yet 
the indebteduess in this item was upwards of a mil- 
lion{; so that there was a deficit in reality. Foran- 
instance of the way in which this occurs, take the 
exploring expedition, There is an unsettled 
account of foar. years to be adjusted. So with the 
Pacific squadron, and the Brazil squadron, He 
made the reduction from the estimates, in conse- 
quence of the pay of the home squadron having 
been. already provided for by.an appropriation of 
last session. 

The Senator from Missouri had said to-day that 
many-of these increased expenditures had been 
made without any authority of Congress. This 
he denied. Did not Congress authorize the ex- 
ploring expedition? So it was with all the other 
sources of increased expenditures. All had been 
sanctioned and ordered Ly Congress. A great deal 
ot error had got abroad as to the expenditures of 
this year. It was not to be said that the whole 
amount now appropriated, added to the unexpend- 
ed balances of former years, must be expended in 
the year 1842. No such thing was contemplated. 
Although the power exists to make the expendi- 
ture, it is not to be done; a portion will go over to 
next year. According to the report of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, the unexpended balance, ac- 
cording to the Comptroller’s books, was $2,963 594, 
But of this there must be $400,000 reserved for the 
new steamers contracted for, ‘There were, also, 
outstanding obligations, since fulfilled. So that the 
whole sum has been absorbed, and cannot aid the 
service of this year. 

`The unexpended balance, in any event, would not 

exceed a million and a quarter of dollars, in addi- 

tion to these appropriations. He made many other 
explanations. But, although the balance at the end 
of last. year was $1,230,000, the estimate of the 

Navy Commissioners, for repairs of vessels in com- 

mission, was estimated at fourteen per cent. on the 

original cost/amounting to $1,325,000—leaving a 

deficit chargeable on this years? appropriations. 

He next estimated the diminution of $3,300,000 
trom the estimates of the Treasury Department for 
the public service of that year; which, taken from 
the full amount of twenty-four millions, would 
leave twenty-one millions for the expenditure of 
the year. 

He urged the necessity of parsing the bill with- 
out further delay. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, if he had time, would b2 able 
to show there was no necessity for this increase. 

Mr. BARROW moved an adjournment, and 

The Senate adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Trurspay, June 1g 1842. 

Mr. RIDGWAY presented the petition of O P. 
Weeks, and twenty-seven other citizens of Ohio, 
respectfully asking the House of Representatives to 
repeal ‘the resolution, which it passed a short time 
since, censuring the honorable J. R. Gippinas, of 
the 16th district of that State. ` 


| STANLY, from: the Committee on P 


following terms: 


‘The business of the morning hour being called 
for, the yesolution offered some days since by Mr, | 


ublic Expendi- 


tures, came up for. consideration. It was in the 


“Resolved, hata select committee be appointed to inquire 
into the amount and character of the expenditures which have 
been .made. by -the Government, in. -satis‘action of- bounty. 
land claims allowed bythe State of Virginia; what amount of 


like. claims are still outstanding; whether any further legisla- . 
: tion. of Congress 1s necessary to secure the treasury against the 


ayment of improper or unfounded claims of that description, 
Ro which pile Hes on the motion of Mr. W. O. Goons,} or to 
satisfy outstanding claims, which arejust and well founded; and 


-that said committee have leave to report by. bill or otherwise. 


When this amendment was offered, Mr. Stan- 
Ly assented to it individually, but-not in the name 
of the committee, as he had no authority to do so. 

Mr. HALL now commenced the debate on this 
resolution, and: spoke through: the entire morning 
hour. He went into a long -explaration, but be 
was inaudible at the reporter’s deck. ; 

At the expiration of: the morning hour, the de- 
bate was terminated, and the subject went over un- 
til the morning hour to-morrow. 

Mr. FILLMORE observed, that before the 
House proceeded to the orders of the day, he beg- 
ged leave to state that the clerk of the Committee 
of Ways and Means, under the direction of the 
committee, had prepared a tabular statement of the 
rates of duties under the different tariff laws that 
lad been passed since 1816. He moved that this 
statement be printed, together with the index which 


` was in the course of preparation; also, that 5,000 


extra copies be printed. : 


Mr. PROFFIT did not see the necessity of print- 
ing this document at all. We can (said he) al- 
ways find out what the duties were in each year, 
by referring to the different tariff laws; but he, at 
all events, objected to the printing of the extra 
copies, as involving a heavy expense, without de- 
riving any benefit from it. All we can want (said 
he) with these tables is for our own action. The 
people care nothing about them, till we'ac'; and it 
is not yet known what sort of a tariff bill we shall 
pass. If it was desired to have the sentiments of 
the people on the subject, it was too late in the day 
for that object, as, before they could be heard from, 
the tariff bill would be passed, and Congress ad- 
journed. 

The question on printing the ordinary number of 
copies was here taken, and carried. 

pe printing of the extra number being object- 
ed tO—— 

Mr. FILLMORE moved a suspension of the 
rules; when 

Mr. PROFFIT withdrew his objection. 

Messrs. COOPER of Georgia and RHETT re- 
newed the objection. 

The question on suspending the ‘rules being 
put, it was decided in the affirmative: ayes 101, 
noes 42, 

The question coming up on printing 5,000 extra 
copies—- 

Mr. HOPKINS suggested that the order calling 
for certain other tables on the same subject, made 
some days ago, be rescinded. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he had no objection to 
rescinding that order. 

Some explanations passed between Messrs. 
FILLMORE and HABERSHAM. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland submitted an 
amendment, that the Clerk prepare, as an appen- 
dix to the document to be printed, the yeas and 
nays on the final vote on each tariff law that has 
been passed by Congress since 1816, to be ar- 
ranged by States. 

Mr. A. V. BROWN understood that the House 
had already in its possession all the information on 
the subject that was necessary ; and the order just 
made for the printing of the ordinary number of cop- 
ies embraced every purpose which the House could 
contemplate for its own action. The motion, 
however, was to procure five thousand extra cop- 
ies for the members to distribute over the country, 
while none of them had the slightest knowledge 
that the informaticn they were to distribute was to 
be relied on, or that it furnished such information 
as they desired to commanicate to their constitu- 
ents. If this document should be defective, there 
was enough of intelligence in the House, with 
the aid of the documents at hand, to expose it ; bat 
the people to whom it might be sent would have 


printed and in possession of the House, with the 


exception of the portion added by the Committee 


sancliog? 

gentleman 
could be heard from, he trusted that these halls 

would be empty. Again: what had the ,amend- 

ment of the gentleman from Maryland to. do with, 
the question before the House? I am not (said 

Mr. B.) to-be influenced by the votes of those wha 

have gone before me, The times had changed 

since these tariff laws were passed; many of the 

men who voted for them had also changed with 

the circumstances under which they acted; and 

many of them were no longer living. Why, the 

time was when the constituents of his colleague 

from Washington county raised an insurrection 

rather than have a whiskey tax, and he questioned 

whether there was now a distillery amongst them. 

It was a new system of legislation, that they should 

have the votes of their. predecessors cvilected and 

exhibited to them, in order to influence their ac- 

tion, He looked upon itas a dangerous innova- 

tion, For one, he thought there were documents 

enough already printed on this subject; and, unless 

they had it in their power to give the people some 

new information, he hoped they weuld print no 

more. Our printing bills (said he) are large enough 

already for this economical and reform Adminis. ° 
tration. i 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland replied in support 
of his amendment, and concluded by moving the 
previous question; and, 

After some conversation between Messrs. AR- 
NOLD, BURNELL, and the SPEAKER, on a 
point of order— ; 

„Mr. JOHNSON withdrew the call for the pre- 
vious question, 

Mr. ARNOLD adJressed the House in favor of 
the motion to print; and concluded by moving the 
previous question. 

Mr. BOWNE moved to lay the whole subject on 
the table, and called for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. ; 

Mr, ROOSEVELT asked if he had not a right 
to have the document read, before voting on it. 
He thought that it was calculated -to produce very 
erroneous impressions. 

Mr. BOWNE asked for the reading of the 
amendment; and it was read. i 

ir. B. then called for the reading of the tables 
on which the motion to- print an extra number 
was pending. ` 

Mr. ROOSEVELT zaid that he did not wish the 
whole document read, and he would withdraw his 
call, if permitted to make an explanation relative 
to that part of it which was, in his opinion, caleu- 
lated to lead to erroneous impressions. [Cries of 
“order, order.”] . 

Mr. BOWNE again called for the reading of the 
Acen meniz and the Clerk had read a partof it, 
when 

Mr. FILLMORE asked if it was in order for a 
member to interrupt the business of the House by 
moving the reading of such a document as that. 


; The SPEAKER said that tbe gentleman hada 
right to call for the reading of a document in rela- 
‘tion to which he was called on to vote, ~ 


a 


same point of ordet; and contended that the docu- 
ment. in qhestion having been ordered to be: print- 


.ed,.no member could call for the reading of it on a 


moiion to print an extra number of copies. Were 
the motion to printthe document now before the 
House, the case would be different, and any mem- 
ber might call for its reading, in order fo know up- 
on, what he had to vote. As it was, however, he 
maintained that it was not in the power of aay 
gentleman to detain it from the office of the printer. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT said there might be errors in 
the document, which he would be unwilling to cir- 
culate throughout the country in the large number 
of extra copies which it was proposed to print. 
‘When printed for the use of the members, the 
could correct the errors themselves; but not se with 
the country at large, upon whom a false impression 
might be made. He asked the Chair if the docu- 
ment did not show the amount of revenue in 1840, 
and that year alone? 

The SPEAKER said he had not had time to as« 
certain, and therefore could not say. f 

Mr. ROOSEVELT said he wished to know. He 
also asked. whether the amount of revenue in 1839 
was not double that in 1840., 5 


{Here the noise and interruptions were so great 


as to prevent Mr. RooseveLrT from proceeding.] 

The SPEAKER decided that, inasmuch as the 
document had not been piinted, in all fairness any 
member might ask that it be read. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT said he only wished a por- 
tion of the document relating to imports read. 

Mr. W. COST JOHNSON appealed trom the 
decision of the Speaker. 

Mr. CLIFFORD called for the ayes and noes on 
the appeal: ordered. 

Mr: GAMBLE moved to lay the appeal on the 
table. 

Mr. CLIFFORD called for the ayes and noes on 
that motion: ordered. 

Mr. W.COST JOHNSON then withdrew the 
appeal. 

The SPEAKER then ordered the document to 
be read; but, after making some progress, the 
reading was dispensed with, 

The question was taken on the motion of the 
genteman from New York [Mr. Bowne] to lay 
the motion to print an extra number of copies on 
the table, anct decided in the negative—yeas 83, 
nays 114. 

The previous question having then been seccnd- 
ed, the vote was taken on the amendment of the 
gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Wm. C. Jons- 
son) directing the Clerk to prepare an appendix 
showing the votes of the members of the House cn 
each tariff bill passed by Congress, This was car- 
ried without a division. > 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON said, to prevent fraud, 
as he understood the document was written in pen- 
cil, he would call for the reading uf the whole. 

Mr. GENTRY suggested that, if fraud existed, 
the reading would not prevent it, 

The Clerk then proceeded to read the document; 
and was on the second page, when he was inter- 
rupted by 

Mr. FILLMORE, who appealed to the gentle- 
man from Mississippi to withdraw his call for the 
reading. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON inquired if the chair- 
man of the Commitiee of Ways and Means kad 
examined the document? 

Mr. FILLMORE was understood to say that he 
gave no certificates. 

Some conversation here took place between 
many gentlemen; after which— 

Mr. FILLMORE rose and stated that he had no 


doubt of the accuracy of the document. Where- 
upon— 

Mr. THOMPSON withdrew his cail for the 
reading. 


The question recurred upen the motion to print 
5,000 extra copies, and resulied in the affirmative: 
yeas 118, nays 86, as foliows: ‘ 

KS YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Landaf W. Andrews, Sher- 
lock J. Andrews, Appleton, Arnold, Aycrigg, Baker, Barnard, 
Barton, Beeson, Birdseye, Boardman, Botis, Briggs, Brockway, 
Bronson. Milton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, William 
Butler, Calhoun, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Chittenden, 


‘John C.Clark, Staley N. Clarke, James Cooper, Cowen, Uran- 
_ ston, Cravens, Cushing, Garrett Davis, Deberry, John Ed- 


Mr. WM. COST JOHNSON again rose to the 


ll 


wards, Everett, Fessenden, Fillmere, 
3 oode, Granger, 
Haisted, Howard, Hudson, Hunt, Charles J.{Ingersoll, Joseph 
R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, William W, Irwin, James, William 
Cos, Johnson, Cave Johnson, Isaac D. Jones, John P. Ken- 
nedy, King, Lane, Linn, McKennan, Samson Mason, Mathiot, 


Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Meriwether, Mitchell, Moore, + 


Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Newhard, Oliver, Osborne, Oyate, 
Patridge, Pearce, Pendleton, Pope, Powell, Ramsey, Randolph, 


‘Read, Ridgway, Rodney, Wiliam Russell, James M. Russell, 


Saltonstall, Shepperd, Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, 
Stratton, Alexander H, H. Stuart, Jom TF, Stuart, Summers, 
Taliaferro, John B. Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, Tilling- 
hast, Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, Trumbull, Van Rensselaer, 
Wallace, Warren, Washington, Edward D. White, Joseph L. 
White. Christopher H. Williams, Yorke, Augustus Young, and 
John Young—l18, ' 

NAYS—Messrs. Atherton, Black, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, 
Aaron V. Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, Green W. Caldwell, 
Patrick ©. Caldwell, John Campbell, Casey, Chapman, Clif- 
ford, Ciinton, Colquitt, Mark A. Cooper, Cross, Daniel, Rich- 
ard D. Davis, Dawson, Dean, Doan, Eastman, Ferris, John G. 
Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Thomas F. Foster, Gamble, Gil- 
mer, William O. Goode, Gordon, Graham, Gustine, Gwin, 
Habersham, Harris, John Hastings, Hays, Hopkins, Houck, 
Houston, Hubard, Hunter, Jack, Joha W. Jones, Keim, Lewis, 
Littlefield, McKay, McKeon, Marchand, Alfred Marehall, John 
Thomson Mason, Mathews, Medill, Miler, Parmenter, Payne, 
Pickens, Plumer, Proffit, Reding, Rencher, Reynolds, Rhett, 
Riggs, Rogers, Reosevelt, Saunders, Shaw, shields, Soyder, 
Steenrod, Sumter, Sweney, JacobThompson, Underwood, Van 
Buren, Watterson, Weller, Westbrook, James W. Williams, 
Joseph L. Williams, Wise, and Wood.—€6. 


Mr. KING offered a resolution calling upon the 
Secretary of the Treasury for a tabular statement 
of the per centage duties laid at the New Yerk cus- 
tom-house. 

After a few words from Messrs. RANDOLPH 
and F. WOOD, the resolution was rejected. 

Mr. M. A. COOPER moved. a reconsideration 
of the vote by which the House ordered the print- 
ing of the tabular statement submitted by Mr. 
FILLMORE, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, showing tbe rates of duties under the dif- 
ferent tarif laws. He gave his reasons at length 
for the motion which he now made. He found the 
decument to be anything ratter than that which he 
had expreted it to be. It did not communica’e, 
witb sufficient clearness, the information which such 
adocument ought to convey; nor did if come with 
the requisite force of authority on which reliance 
could be placed. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON moved to lay the motion 
to reconsider on the tabie. 

Mr. BLACK called for the ayes and noes. 

The ayes and noes were not ordered; and the 
motion to reconsider was laid on the table. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, from the Committee 
of Ways and Means, reported a bill Jegalizing and 
making appropriations for such necessary objects 
as have been usually included in the general ap- 
propriation bills without other authority of law, 
and for other purposes. 

The bili was read twice, and. committed to the 
Commitiee of the Whole. on 

THE APPORTIONMENT BILL. | >, 

Mr. FILLMORE asked the Speaker what was 
the order of the day. k 
` The SPEAKER replied that the apportionment 
bill would come up as unfinished business of yes- 
terday. 

Mr. BIDLACK requested permission, before 
that bill was taken up, to present a resolution cf 


the Legislature of the State of Pennsylvania. 


The Clerk read the resolution, which appeared 
to be one instructing the Senators from that State, 
and reqaesiing the Representatives, to use their 
influence to procure the passage of the apportion- 
ment bill at as early a day as possible. 

Mr. ADAMS then moved that the House persist 
in its disagreement with the amendments of the 
Senate, and that a committee of conference be re- 
quested, 

Some discussion as to the proper mode of pro- 
eeeding here ensued between Messrs. BRIGGS, 
ADAMS and the SPEAKER. 

Mr. EVERETT defended the course taken by 
the Senate, and justified the ratio which that body 
hed adopted, and replied to seme remaiks made by 
Mr. Apams yesterday. 

He was followed by Mr. TILLINGHAST, who 
spoke at some levgth. 

Mr. HUNT addressed the House at length in 
favor of the motion. He trusted that the House 
would pass a vote to insiti on its disagreements, 
and accompany it with a request for a Commiitee 
of Conference. 

Mr. GORDON expressed himself in favor of the 


i Fornatice, A. Lawrence | 
- Foster, Gentry, Giddings; Goggin, Patrick G. & 


theg ! setts. He” 
understood” the gendeman from” Vermont (Mr: 
Evererr] to say that the people of the United” 


- States; and particularly of Vermont, were in favor: 


of the reduction of the numberof members of thë 
House, and he should like to know upon what‘evi- 
dence the gentleman made this assertion. . If we 
took (said Mr. G.) to the history ofthe Govern-° 
ment, and the history of this House; -wudet the. 
various censuses that have been “taken)° ` 
shall find no such evidence. The framers of 
the Constitution fixed thë first ratio of repre- ` 
sentation at one member for évery 30,000 in- 
habitants; and, sioce then, the population’ef the 
country having been gradually increasing, ‘the 
number of Representatives at every sneceeding 
census has been increased in’ proportion. “Had 
there been any time, since the existence df“ that 
House, that it had failed to answer the purposes 
for which it was created? But he would again ask, 
Where was the evidence on which the gentleman. 
from Vermont based the assertion that the people 
were in favor of reducing the number of t $ 
agents here? Where was the popular mesti 
ing, the resolutions, or ,addresses, declaring that 
this body was too numerous? Where was ‘the’ 
purlic press, the organ of any patty, that had ever 
put forth such an opinion? So far as ‘the’. 
public presses had spoken on the ‘subject, ‘they’ 
were in favor of a moderate increase of thé 
number of Representatives, in proportion to the‘in- 
crease that has been made at every ` census, from ` 
the erganization of the Government, down to the 
last. Since this question had been agilated in this 
hall, he had seen a small portion of the people of 
this country. He would not undertake (o speak 
for the people of the whole Union, as the gentie- 
man from Vermont had done, nor for the peonie of 
the State from which he came; but he conli speak 
for a portion of the people of that State, and could 
say that they were not for a reduction of thé 
House, but were in faver of a moderate and rea- 
sonable increase of it. Mr. G. repudiated the doe« 
trine that bad been advanced by the gentleman 
from Vermont—that the Senate was a better judge - 
of what the numbers of the House should be, thaa 
the House itself. After which, he. went into an 
argument, in reply to Mr. E., to show that the 
business of the House could be transacted as core 
rectly and as expeditiously with anincteased,as with 
a diminished, number of Representatives. He bes 
lieved a majority, was in favor of retaining ‘the 
present number of the House, or of a small iñ- 
crease; and he believed that the number of those In’ 
favor of a reduction was small—not amounting to 
“a corporal’s guard.” After some remarks in res 
ply to Mr. Huxr— in 

Mr. G. DAVIS moved a reconsideration of the 
vote by which the House had refused to recede 
fiom its disagreement td the Senate’s amendment 
increasing the ratio of representation. f 

At this stage, considerable converzation took 
piace upon points of order, touching the effect of a 
refusal by the House to reconsider the vote taken on 
yesterdays in which conversational debate Messtis. 
WISE, THOMPSON of Indiana, HOPKINS, W. 
C. JOHNSON, COOPER of Pennsylvania, ‘and 
the SPEAKER, took part. dott 

After which, Mr. I. D. JONES. obrained the 
floor, and said he bad vored to recede from: the. dis- 
agreement to the Senate’s, amendment, and would 
explain his reasons for so doing. He regretted. the 
subject had not been approached with that spirit of 
conciliation so necessary to settle the disagreements 
between the two Houses. He could readily par- 
don the younger members who had condemned the 
Senate; but he was surprised that a gentleman of 
the great age, experience, knowledge of. life, and 
wisdom of the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
should have made such remarks in relation to the 
Senate, as he submitted yesterday. . That gentle- 
man [Mr. Anas] had denounced the Senate as the 
aristocratic branch of the Government. He (Mr. 
J ) took issue on this question, and contended that 
the Senate was the democratic branch. He passed 
an encomium on the character of the Senate, and 
its efficacy in guarding: the rights of the smaler 
States from the encroachmenis of a majority ct we 
House of Representatives. ` 


“Simated as parties were at present, he. thought 
itawould have been better had the learned and‘ven- 
erable gentleman from Massachusetts remarked in 
a ‘different manner upon the action cf the. Senate. 
He. thought. the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Gorpon] should bave rather thrown oil upon the 
troubled waters; than attempt to increase the. diffi- 


calty between the two: Houses. -He could not con-- 


“ceive that, the dignity of the House had been im- 
“pugned by the refusal of the Senate to agree to the 
ratio of the House. He. had not read the debate 
in that body, and would not for a moment listen to 


the remarks which might have been made by any in-. 


zemperate man of the Senate—for such were to be 
found in all bodies. He was willing to divide the 
difference between the two bodies, though preferring 
the large ratio. Recollecting that his own State of 
Maryland had a Legislature of her own, which had 
charge of its municipal regulations, and all its iu- 
ternal government, he saw. no necessity that she 
should have a larger ‘representation kere. The 
powers exercised by Congress were national, and 
the questions discussed were sectional. Even many 
of the States elected their Representative by general 
ticket. 3 

‘He thought, under these circumstances, consid 
erations.of economy and convenience should gov- 
ern us in fixing the size of the House. It took 
some time to call the yeas and nays; and, by the 
rules of the House, one-fifth of those present could 
have them called. The whole day might thus be 
taken up in calling the rol; [Here a member 
remarked that the yeas and nays of late showed 
Mr. J. to. be constantly absent from the House. 
Mr. J. repelled the charge, and explained the cause 
of his absence-—family affliction.] After some fur- 
ther remarks, he suggested, in conclusion, that the 
House should send a committee of conference to 
the Senate, composed—not as the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Apams] had recommended, of 
men who would yield nothing, but of mild, con- 
ciliatory, and forbearing members, who would 
bring about an adjustment, and allow the State 
Legislatures in session to apportion their districts. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Indiana, after an ineffect- 
ual endeavor to get the motion fora reconsideration 
withdrawn, moved the previous question, which 
was seconded by the House. 

The motion to reconsider the vote of yesterday, 
by which the House had refused to recede from its 
disagreement of the Senate’s amendment increas- 
ing the ratio from 50,176 10 70,680, was then car- 
ried—ayes 101, nays 97, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Landaff W. Andrews, Appleton, 
Barnard, Barton, Beeson, Black, Bronson, Aaron V, Brown, 
Milton Brown, Charles Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Bur- 
nell, William Butler, Patrick ©, Caldwell, John Campbell, 
Thomas J. Campbell, Casey, Chapman, Childs, Chittenden, 
John ©. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, Coles, Cross, Daniel, Garrett 
Davis, Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, Thomas F. Foster, Gam- 
ble, Gilmer, Goggin, P. G. Goole, Granger, Gustine, Gwin, 
Hall, Mopkins, Howard, Hunter, Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, 
James Irvin, Jack, James, John W. Jones, Isaac D. Jones, 
King, Lane, Lewis, McKay, Samson Mason, John Thomson 
Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Miller, Mitchell, Moore, 
Morgan, Morrow, Owsley, Parmenter, Pearce, Pickens, Pope, 
Powell, Randolph, Read, Rencher, Ridgway, Rodney, Rogers, 
William Russell, James M. Russell, Saltonstall, Saunders, 
Shepperd, Slade, Stokely, Alexander H. H, Stuart, John T, 
Swart, Summers, Taliaferro, John B. ‘Thompson, Richard 
W. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Tomlinson, Trumbull, Un- 
derwood, Van Rensselaer, Warren, Washington, Watterson, 
Edward D. White, James W. Williams, Wise, Yorke, Augustus 
Young, and John Young—10l, 

NAYS —Messrs, Adams, Arnold, Atherton, Aycrigg, Baker, 
Birdseye, Bozrdman, Botts, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Briggs, 
Brockway, Burke, William O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, 
Calhoun, William 3. Campbell, Caruthers, Clifford, Clinton, 
James Cooper, Mark A. Couper, Cowen, Cranston, Cushing, 
Richard D. Davis, Dawson, Dean, Deberry, Wastman, John 
Edwards, Egbert, Ferris. Join G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, 

Pornance, A. Lawrence Foster, Gentry, Giddings, William O. 
Goode, Gordon, Graham, Green, Habersham, Harris, John 
Hastings, Hays, Houck, Houston, Hubard, Hudson, Joseph R. 
Ingersoll, William W. Irwin, Wilham Cost Johnson, Cave 
Johnson, Keim, John P. Kennedy, Linn, Littlefield, Robert 
McClellan, McKennan, McKeon, Marchand, Alfred Marshall, 
Maynard, Medill, Meriwether, Newhard, Oliver, Osborne. 
Patridge. Payne, Pendleton, Plumer, Ramsey, Reding, Rey- 
noids, Rhett, Riggs, Roosevelt, Shaw, Shields, Simonton, 
Snyder, Stanly, Steenrod, Stratton, Tillinghast, Toland, Trip- 
lett, Van Buren, Weller, Joseph L. White, Joseph L. Williams 
and Wood—-97, i 
Mr. THOMPSON of Indiana inquired whether 
the question was not now upon receding from the 
disagreement to the Senate’s amendment. 

Tne SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

“Mr. THOMPSON thereupon moved the pre- 
vious question. aa 


Mr, BOTTS moved an adjournment, 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. GAMBLE asked for the yeas and nays; bot 
they were not ordered. ~ . 

‘The question on: the adjournment was taken by 
tellers, and decidéd in the affirmative—ayes 97, 
noes (5. 00 2 Fe i - : 

. IN SENATE. 
- Faipay, Jure 17, 1842. 

Mr. CHOATE presented a memorial from cer- 
tain merchants of the city of New. York, urging 
that soch an appropriation may be made for the 
naval service as will increase the number-and effi- 
ciency of our ships of wat: ordered: to lie on the 
table, the navy bill now being before the Senate. . 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana, from the Committee 
on Public Lands, to which the subject had been re- 
ferred, reported a bill for the relief of certain citi- 
zens of the county of Lafayette, in the State of 
Arkansas. 

[This bill modifies the provisions of the pre-emp- 
tion portion of the distribution act, by removing the 
restrictions which inhibit pre-emption rights in ad- 
vance of the surveys, and because land is owned 
elsewhere; and allows those for whose benefit the 
bill is designed, pre-emptions on certain conditions 
and for certain reasons. ] . 

The bill was read the first time ; and, on motion 
of Mr. SEVIER, having been read the second 
time, was taken up and considered as ia commit- 
tee of the whole; and there being. no amendment 
tothe same, it was reported to the Senate, and or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of four or five 
hundred inhabitants of the counties of New Mad- 
rid and Stoddard, Missouri, in relation to the State 
or military road proposed by an act passed at the 
last session of the Legislature of Missouri, author- 
izing “the survey of a State road from New Madrid, 
in New Madrid county, to Point Pleasant; thence 
through Stoddard county to the State line which 
divides Missouri from Arkansas.” ‘The petitioners 
say? 

YeThis road will have to cross the ‘Big Swamp,’ 
lying between the two counties before named, and 
will run westwardly from Point Pleasant, in the di- 
rection to the ‘Big raft,’ in St. Francis river; and 
will terminate, so far only as Missouri is concerned, 
at or near the northeast corner of tne State of Ar- 
kansas, in 36° 30! north latitude. 

“The line which divides Kentucky from Tennes- 
see terminates on the Mississippi river, immediately 
opposite Point Pleasant, where the road will leave 
the river in the same degree of norih latitude, 
bringing, at this particular point, Missouri and Ar- 
kansas together, and Kentucky, Tennessee, Mis- 
souri, and Arkansas within a range varying from 
one to twenty-five miles; making it but twenty-five 
miles from Point Pleasant, in a direct west course, 
to Arkansas. i 

“There is no point, either in Arkansas or Mis- 
souri, which commands so many advantages and 
facilities for the transportation of troops, munitions 
of war, &c., tu the western frontier of both States, 
(save the swamp before mentioned,) in case of a 
hostile combination being formed’ by the numerous 
Indian tribes on our western borders. In such an 
event, it would be desirable that such forces and 
supplies should be transported directly to the west- 
ern frontiers of Missuuri and Arkansas, instead of 
being under the necessity of travelling some two 
hundred miles out of their way, to avoid the swamp. 
As it is, they would have to be taken by the way 
of Memphis, through the military road to Little 
Rock, which road is, at some particular seasons, 
nearly impassable.” 

They say that “no man is perhaps better acquaint- 
ed with the disposition and character of the Indians 
than Mr. Lesieur, having traded for many years 
among them; and, understanding and speaking 
several of their languages, he is able to make a 
pretty fair estimate of their character, and to know 
something of their dissatisfaction towards our Gov- 
ernment. i 

“British subjects, being permitted to trade and 
traffic among them, are ever ready and prone to 
create and stimulate among them a spirit of hatred 
towards our Government; and there is no doubt 
that they will seize the first pretext offered to form 


such a combination, and devastate a defenceless 
frontier, but thinly populated, extending, from i 
north to south; some five or six hundred miles, ’ 
within gun-shot of a formidable Indian force, num- ` 
bering above one hundred thousand warriors, 
placed, as it were, ina line, from north to south, ` 
the whole extent of our border frontier. 7 
“Point Pleasant, situated as itis, immediately op-~ 


posite the parallel line which divides Kentucky 


from Tennessee, has been made the point where.. 
the road should leave the Mississippi river. This” 
parallel line bas been made the basis of the State . 
line between Missouri and Arkansas, from the St. 


Francis river westward to the Indian boundary...’ 


The distance from this place, by way of this line 
dividing Missouri from Arkansas, to the Indian 
boundary, is about 295 miles; and from this point,._ 
by way of Memphis, through the military road, to 
Little Rock and to the Indian- boundary, the dis- 
tance is about 550 miles. ahs 

“The commissioners appointed by the Legislature” 
to view and mark out the road, met on the first- 
Monday in September last, to perform the duties 
required by the act. 

“The General Assembly memorialized Congress, 
asking for an appropriation to construct the mili- 
tary road already mentioned; but the inhabitants of. 
New Madrid and Stoddard counties, fearing that’ 
a eash appropriation would not be made to carry on 
the work in anticipation drew up another memorial, .. 
asking for a grant or cession of the unsurveyed. langs ` 
within the limits of said counties, and stating that . 
the greater portion of which had been reported as 
unworthy of survey by surveyors employed Ly the 
Government. They say the intention is, if the 
grant or cession is made either to the State, or. the 
two counties (the latter would be preferable) pe» 
titioning for it, to bring the best of this land into 
market immediately, proceed to the construction of 
the road, and reclaim as much of the inundated . 
lands as possible; and, as there: will be probably a 
surplus, to apply it to the internal improvements of. 
the two counties.” eu 

The memorial was referred tothe Committee on. 
Public Lands. ‘ X 

Mr. ARCHER, agreeably to notice given, on” 
leave, introduced a Dill to reorganize the Navy 
Department of the United States; which was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on Naval. 
Affairs. es 

Mr. WOODBURY inquired of the Senator from ` 
Virginia, [Mr. Arcuer,] who reported the above 
bill, whether the bill related merely to the civil reor-, 
ganization of that department, or whether it applied 
also to the military establishment, and did away 
with the necessity of the proviso in the navy bill? 

Mr. ARCHER replied that the bill took cog- 
nisance only of the civil part of the-naval estab- 
lishment, and had no connexion with the proviso 
which the Senate had strickea from the navy bill; 
but another bill, coyering that part of the service, 
was under consideration of the Naval Committee. .. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, from the Committee on 
Commerce, to which had been referred the House 
bill for the relief of the owners of the ship Lexing- ” 
ton, of Nantucket, reported the same back without 
amendment, but with a recommendation that it be 
rejected. ` 

Mr. WRIGHT submitted a resolution, which 
was read, as follows : 

Resolved, That, unti rwise ord ill iake 
a recess, each day, Tom ee Bence mace 
ter the reading of the journal, and the transaction of the ordi- 
nary morning business, the order of business for the morning. 
sitting shall be the public bills before the Senate for ac-” 


tion; and the order of business for the afternoon sitting shall ‘be’ 


the private bills upon the calendar exclusively, until those bila’ 
shall have been acted upon, a pee 


Mr. W. did not propose to ask the Senate-to 


| consider the resolution then; but gave notice that 


he. would make the motion on Monday next, 

Mr. CRAFTS, from the Committee om Printing 
reported a bill to provide fer the public printing 
and binding; which was read, and ordered to a secs 
ond reading. 

Mr. ALLEN submiued a resolution, which was’ 
read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Trea: i 
report to the Senate, as soon as practicables T pe diregied ig 
1. The amount of the public debt on the 4th of March, 1841; 


including the treasury notes then outstanding, wi 
items ofsych debts, sil the other. 


2. The amount of treasury notes issued sincè the-4th of 
March, 1841, ander acts passed prior to that date, ` 
3. The amount of treasury notes issued since the 4th of 
“March, i641, under the acts passed since that date. 
o4. The amount of treasury notes now. outstanding. 
6. The amount of treasury notes:authorized to -be issued: by 
acts passed since the 4th ef March, 1841, but which have not as 


yet been issued. 
6. The amount of publicdebt at this time, including treas- 
uy hotes now. outstanding, with the other items of such debt. 
+ The amount of loans authorized by acts passed since the 
4th of March, 1841. 

` 8, The amount of loans obtained under acts passed since the 
4th of March, 1841, with she interest thereon. 

_9. The amount of income actually received from all sources 
since the 4th of March, 1841, with the particular amount from 
each source, 

10, The amount of appropriations by acts passed prior to the 
4th of March, 1841, and unexpended at that date. 

IL, The amount of appropriations by acts passed since the 4th 
of March, 1841. 

12. The amount of money now actually in the treasury. 

13. The amount of appropriations estimated and. recom. 
mended by the Executive Departments since the 4th of March, 


14. The amount of the increase of the taxes, in all forms, im- 
posed by acts.of Congress passed since the 4th of March, 1841. 

16. The amount of increase of iaxes, in all forms, recom- 
mended by the Treasury Department since the 4th of March, 


And that he be directed to arrange the above amounts in 
tabular form, by. their several kinds, dates, and amounts. 


Mr. ALLEN asked for the consideration of the 
resolution now; but objection being made by 
Messrs. HUNTINGTON and EVANS, the reso- 
lution lies over till to-morrow. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON made a motion to post- 
pone all previous orders, for the purpose of taking 
up a bill for the relief of Juhn A. Rockwell. 

After a few remarks by Messrs. LUNN, PRES- 
TON, KING, and BENTON, on the propriety of 
adhering to the order of business on the calendar, 
the question was taken, and the Senate refused to 
take up the bill. 

The resolution cf Mr. Merrick, defining what 
papers from the Executive Departments shall be 
considered confidential, came up in its order. 

After a few remarks by Mr. MERRICK, urging 
the adoption of the resolution as proposed by him, 
and appealing to the Senator from Wlinois [Mr. 
McRoszerrts] to withdraw the amendment proposed 
by him, requiring that certain executive proceed- 
ings of the Senate shall be transacted with open 
doors— i 

Mr, McROBERTS moved to postpone the fur- 
ther consideration of the whole subject tll Satur- 
day week. 

. Mr. EVANS moved to lay the subject on the 
table, to get rid of it; which motion was agreed to 
on acount: ayes 19, noes not counted. 

NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 
On motion of Mr. EVANS, the Senate resumed 


the consideration, as in committee of the whole, of, § 


the bill making appropriation for the naval service 
for the year 1842. 

_ The question pending being the resolution of Mr. 
Evans to sirike out from page 1, line 8, $335,000, 
and insert $800,000. It adds $465.000 for pay of 
commissioned, warrant, and peuy cfficers, and sea- 
men; making the appropriation $2,800,000, instead 
of $2,335,000, for that purpose. 

Mr. WILLIAMS observed, that one of the rea- 
sons assigned by the chairman of the Finance Com- 
mittee for proposing this increase of appropriation 
for the navy, was, that a considerable saving was 
to be made by reductions in the arny appropria- 
tion bill. He (Mr. W.) was not willing to go up- 
on any such presumption. He wished to see the 
subject of appropriations for the navy considered 
without any reference to what might be done in 
any other department, with a view of ascertaining 
what was absolutely necessary for the navy itself. 

Mr. W. reviewed some of the leading proposi- 
tions of the report made by tie majority of the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. BAYARD explained some positions which 
he conseived the Senater misunderstood. 

‘Mr. WILLIAMS continued his review. He 
did not see any necessity for increasing the num- 
ber of ships of war in commission. There was uct 
only. no necessity—-no service requiring addiional 
fores of that kind; but no men to maa acditional 
sbips of the line. Te squadron in the Medierra- 
nean had hitherto been found quite sufficient for ali 
ihe objects of keeping a naval force on that sta- 
uon. : 

t The chairman of the Finance Committee [Mr. 


` Evans] had stated some difficulties ‘al vays exist- 


department. But this difficulty was not urged by 
the Secretary of the Navy bimself. In his report, 
he estimates, for the pay of officers, seamen, and 
marines, $3,195,442 for the service of the year. 


item to $2,350,000—making a difference of-eight 
hundred and odd thousand dollars. It is now pro- 
posed to reinstate $800,000 of this sum. His pur- 
pose was to show that there was no necessily 
whatever for this additicn to the sum appropriated 
by the House. 

Mr. W. continued: Looking at the question as he 
did, he was disposed to take the report of the Secre- 
tary of the Navy as the proper guide for the action 
of the Senate, because he must be presumed to be 
better acquainted with the subject. He would not 
undertake to controvert the statement of his honor- 
able colleague with respect to the sums remainivg 
from last year’s appropriations. He would not 
deny that they might run into the next year’s ac- 
count. There would be balances, and those bal- 
ances would serve to continue the service until a 
new appropriation be passed. His colleague’s 
general position was correct; but, in reference to 
the home squadron, it was a very different matter. 
The home squadron, as such, ceased on the Ist 
day of January; but the appropriations were made 
as if upon general service. Oa the Ist of January, 
then, they wculd have an unexpended balance of 
#€40,000. If this were so—and he could noi, after 
a long examina ion, see it in any other light—they 
would haye a sum of money set apart for the 
home squadron, which is never hereafter to be 
used as a home squadron. When the estimates 
were made, the sum then in hand should have been 
deducted; and that not having been done, he was 
disposed that it should now be done. 

Where was the home squadron now, and of 
what vessels did i: consist? He was unable to say 
whether it was at sea*or not. He knew, however, 
that there were complaints that the home squadron, 
during the winter months, when they might have 
been of service to the returning merchant vessels, 
were lying in port. This had created much dis- 
satisfaction. They knew, also, that the vessels 
werg not fully manned, although the estimates had 
begh made as though they had their complement of 
men. There must, then, be a greater amount of 
money appropriated than was necessary. And he 

scould not understand that this was altogether an 
if oversight in the Navy Commissioners when they 
f made their report. There were also a god many 
items in the estimates which should be looked at, 
with a view to some further corrections. There 
wa», for instance, the estimate for the marine ser- 
vice. Gentlemen would find, upon looking at the 
estimates, that rations for 999 marines had been 
estimated for twice over. Again: there was in 
hand $54,000 excess of appropriations over the ex- 
penditure of last year. This sum should have 
been deducted from the estimates of the present 
year. 

There was a great variety of small sums appro- 
priated, from year to year, which were constantly 
leaving an accumulated balance. But he was not 
speaking of these small matters; he was speaking 
with reference more particularly to the enormous 
balance which would be creaied in consequence of 
the service of the home squadron terminating on 
the Ist of January, and not continuing from year 
to year, as was the case with the naval service 
generally. 

Mr. EVANS said the points of difference between 
his colleague and himself were not very numerous, 
nor very great; and, after alittle more examination 
of the subject on the part of bis colleague, he hoped 
he would yet be brought to consider the sum ap- 
propriated the proper one. 

Mr. WILLIAMS said, if bis colleague wouid 
permit him, he would add a few more observations 

efore the explanation which his colleague proposed 
tomake. There were some other items of naval 
expenditure which he regarded as highly necessary 
to that service. The increase of the marine corps 
would, of course, depend upon the amount which 
Congress would authorize. In bis (Mr. W.’s) 
opinion, there would be economy in increasing, to 


ing in ascertaining the amount of liabilities of the 


The House cf Representatives had reduced this’ 


some exient, the mariie-corps; because they served. 
as substitutes for land forces, and required Jess èx- 
pense. This was a-reformation’ which, he thought, 
was highly desirable... It. had been -said.(and:said 
with truth) that.it was a dificult matter to geta 
man to serve-under the present system, as the. pay 
of the purser is derived from the marines, instead 
of paying him, as he ought to be paid, by.a fixed 
salary out of the treasury. ‘Your reorganization of 


-that department will have a good effect, if it only. 


effee's the single alteration of paying the pursers 
of the navy by salaries from the treasury... - . 

Mr. EVANS observed that the difference be- 
tween himself and his colleague was not very great, 
and he thought could be easily reconciled... The 
chief ground of difference is as io the amount 
which the Navy Department ought to ‘have at its 
disposal to meet unasceitained obligations. His _ 
(Mr. E's) colleague (Mr. Wituums] did not think 
he had gone far 2nough in cutting down the esii- 
mate of the Secretary of the Navy from $3,195,442 
to $2,800,000; and he mentions the cost.. of còm- 
missioning and keepingvin service for the- year: an 
additiona! ship of the line; but he.(Mr. E.) denied 
that this addition could be dispensed with. : 

Mr. E. went into details of figures to show. that 
the sum appropriated in mistake, twice over, was 
only $394,740, instead ef $740,000, as supposed 
by bis colleague, (Mr. Wittiams.} ‘ 

Mr. WILLIAMS. understood that the sum- of 
$550,000 had been carried to the account of the 
home squadron. What had been done with ‘the 
balance of the appropriation of last session? 

Mr. EVANS observed that he would come to 
that presently. Mr. E. then referred to the allu- 
sion of the Senator from New Hampshire yester« 
day evening, that it was only in the books of the 
Treasury Department that correct information could © 
be obtained of the expenditures. In this hé con- 
curred. He read cfficial extracts from the Regis- 
ter’s books, 10 skow that in December Jast there 
was a balance of $742,510 to the credit of the 
home squadron, and not then paid out, from the 
sum appropriated last session; but upwards of 
$500,000 had been since paid in fitting out the 
home squadron. It also appeared that $250,000 
bad been withdrawn from the appropriation, and. 
applied to other liabilities of the department: © 

The surplus of appropriations at the end of the 
year was only $200,000; but there was an iudebt- 
edness of over a million; so that there was actual-~ 
ly a large deficit. If there shall be apparenily a 
large surplus this year, it cannot be questioned 
that there will be outstanding liabilities’ to swallow 
it allup within afew months of the succeeding 
year, and that a balance will still be lefi due. If 
from the ¢2,800.000 which he now proposed to'ap- 
propriate, the deficiencies of last year be deduct- 
ed, the sum may be reduced to $2,000,000; but the 
indebtedness ot the department will be the same at 
the end of the year thatitwas at the end of last 
year. 

He regretted to see so much instability in legisla- 
tion with regard to the navy. Last session all 
was energy and vigor, and the Executive Depart- 
ments partook of the disposition of Congress.’ 
Now, what a revulsion had taken place! ‘This.-he 
regretted—-he regretted such vacillation. È 

Mr. WOODBURY observed that every Senator 
who had voted to strike out the proviso from the 
bill was bound to vote for the whole estimate of 
the Secretary of the Navy. If the number of 
officers now employed are to be increased in the 
same ratio as last year, and there ıs to be acor- 
responding increase of vessels, there will bean 
absolute necessity for the whole estimate: He 
had no idea of paying officers, without giving them 
something to do. There must be ships, men, 
mechanics, and all the material neces:ary to keep 
them efficiently employed. But the cost must be 
estimated by the number of guns, and not by the 
number of ships. The ratio of increase in officers 
requires an increase of 190 guns, and the Senator 
from Missouri [Mr. Benton] bed shown that 
the cost per gun in $9,000. At this rate, the esti- 
mate for 190 guns additional must be $1,710,000; 
which, added to the cost of the service for 1841, 
would show that the full estima:¢ of the depart- 
ment is not too much—that is, if the establishmeat 


of apes is tobe. kept ‘up ona peace establish-- 


ment... But itis not to stop here, unless some.te-- 


striction, such as:the proviso stricken.out, is put if»: 
to the bil- If no.restriction is puton the Execu- 
ive and Navy Department;. they may appoint as 
“many additional. officers as they please, depending 
‘on the application, of the surplus at the end of the 
year for-their pay, or leaving a-liabilily against the 


next. yeat’s appropriation.. This, the department. 


frankly.avows, is a means it will resort to- Bat if 
there is no check, the probability-is that, the num- 
_ ber of. guns in the service will be raised from 970 
10.1,660, and running up.the expenditures. to fifteen 
. millions of dollars, instead of eight and a half mil- 
lions, asked by. the Secretary of the Wavy for this 


ear. : 
, Mr. BAYARD had though!, from the manner 
jn-which the Senator from Missouri was addressing 
the Senate yesterday, that he would spend some 
time on the subject; and he (Mr. Bayarp) went to 
` his lodgings for some books he meant to refer to. 
But, while absent, the Senator unexpectedly. con- 
cluded bis speech, and the vote was taken—fortu- 
nately, a majority deciding on striking out the pro- 
‘viso, on which the question had been pending. In 
that way, he missed the opportunity of answering 
. {he Senator’s arguments, He had, however, since 
yesterday, obtained.a table from the Navy Depart- 
ment, which showed that. in 1840 the number of 
. persons in. the service was 6,896, and the number 
of guns 758. For the year 1841 both numbers 
were the same. In the year 1842 the number of 
persons. in the service was 9,140, and the number 
of guns 954. The expense per gun for 1840 was 
. $3954]; for 1841, $3,521; and for 1842, $3 676; 
. being an increase of $150 per gan. Tne average 
for the three years is $3,573 22 per gun. The 
cost of a ship of the line, afloat, for service, is 
$300,983 75; ofa frigate, $174,508 75; of a sloop 
of war, $78,009; and of a brig, $32,732. The ex- 
pense per man is $386. This showed the incor- 
rectness of the calculations made by the Senator 
from Missouri, (Mr. Benton.) The facts, as as- 
certained by the department, are at war with the 
Senator’s calculations. 

Mr. B. next went into a minute review of the 
circumstances which operate on the naval service, 
so as to render it almost impossible for the depa:t- 
ment to ascertainits liabilines time enough to au- 
thorize specific estimates. The British Govern- 
ment has long abandoned the idea of making 
specific appropriations for the navy. It was found 
wholly impracticable. In that country, they make 
a bulk appropriation for the. naval service; and it 
is found in a series of years that it all works right, 
for the surplus of one year meets the deficit of 
another: and, in the end, it costs no more than if 
specific appropriations bad been made. Such was 
‘the case with regard to the Navy Department of 
this: country. 
nor increase of expense in the arrangement. 
ta Mr. B. read extracts from a British work on the 

_ subject, showing the practice of the House of Con: 

. mons. His object was to prove that, from absolute 
necessity, the general system of appropriations was 
obliged to be adopted by a nation remarkable for 
its precision in business and its jealousy of appro- 
priations. 

He found, taking a series of five years, from 
1836 to 1841, inclusive, that the aggregate appro- 
priation for our naval service was $38,498 000, 
and the aggregate expenditure 1$37,554,000; which 
would leave in the treasury $944,000. Now, of this 
there can be no doubt; for it is on the face of the 
books of the department. He showed that this was 
confirmed by a review of the annual appropriations 
and annual expenditures. And, with regard to the 
present case, there is, in reality, no material increase. 
It is only balf the amount appropriated last session 
for the home squadron. To sbow this, he entered 
into various details. 

The Navy Department is necessarily governed 
by the appropriations of Congress. Hence the 
-propriety of Congress passing judgment on the ser- 
-yice in an appropriation bill: it was all right. If 
ngress cuts off a million from the estimates, the 
gariment musteurtail the service in a corres- 
poidipg depres, -Instead of ships of war, frigates 
9 employed on certain stations; and instead 
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There was neither inconvenience | 


Ses 


of sloops.of war, brigs. must. be employed. The 
question, then, merely resolves itself into that of 
the amount of service actually necessary. Now, 
he denied that the. proposed expenditure of this 
year exceeded that of last year. Tacluding the ap- 


propriations of the extra Session, as well as those . 


of the regular session, it would be found ‘that the 


-estimates.of this year, corrected of errors in calcu- 


lation, did not vary so much from the expenditures 
of last year as the gentlemen opposite conceived. 
He next adverted to the question of introducing 


„a restraint on the appointing power iato an appro- 


priation dill. To show his sincerity in this partic- 
ular, he had not the slightest objection to the intro- 
duction of a proviso in the bill now, that the Presi- 
dent of the United States shall not appoint an addi- 
tional midshipman over the number at present in 
commission, until the whole service is regulated. 
He stated the manner in which volunteers are ad- 
mitted into the British service—the admiralty hav- 
ing a right to admit twenty-five annually, and the 
captains thirty—making fifty-five every year. The 
volunteers remain two years in service, and then 
may become midshipmen. 
vice, they may become mates; and so on to the rank 
of captains. 

He then stated the manner of advancement in 
the United States service. The supply of officers 
here is dependent on the appointing power of the 
Executive. There is now a bill in preparation, te 
prescribe the number to be appointed annually, 
and the mode of examination, It was intended 
tbat this examination should be made into the 
physical fitness of the candidates, as well as their 
mental capacities. In there particulars, it was not 
to be questioned thal great abuses had existed. It 
was but the other day that a friend of his, walking 
down the avenue, observed a young midshipman 
with a crippled arm, and, happening to ask. him 
how he came to wear the navy button, he learned 
that the youth had been appointed a midshipman 
through commiseration for his deformity, although 
thereby disabled from active service. These were 
abuses to be corrected by a new system. 

He next adverted to the report of the Secretary 
of the Navy. ‘hat report merely recommended 
what that officer deemed essential for the service; 
but his recommendation was subject to the decis- 
ion of Congress—he was held in check by the ap- 
propriations 

Mr. ARCHER thought that what had been said 


by the Senator from New Hampshire with regard’ 


to the expenditures of 1841, increased in propertion 
to ihe number of officers now authorized to becon- 
tinued, settled the whole question. It was an ad- 
mission authorizing the increase now called for. 

Mr. WOODBURY observed that the Senator 
from Virginia was in error in supposing he meant 
the scale of January, 1841. He alluded to the 
year 1841. With respect to the calculations made 
by the Senator from Delaware, showing that the 
cost-of the service per gun is only $3573 22, he 
conceived they could only relate tothe pay of men 
and cfficers necessary for the guns afloat for ser- 
vice. Butin order te get those guns afloat, ships 
must have been previously built, and all the ma- 
rine material must have been provided. Now, 
the calculations of the Senator from Delaware did 
not in the least discredit the calculations of the 
Senator from Missouri, [Mr. Benron,] who, taking 
into account the whole marine maverial, Including 
ships, equipments, &c., very correctly estimated 
tbe cost per gun at $9,000. The whole thing re- 
solved itself into this: that if there must be of- 
cers, there must be men to correspond; and if 
there are both, there must be ships to man and 
keep in service; and having all these, there must 
be corresponding appropriations. To use a home- 
ly phrase, if we must dance, we must also pay the 

iper. 

Mr. CUTHBERT explained at some length his 
views of the subject, in relation to the question at 
lasbe, 

Mr. BENTON said the Senator from Delaware 
[3r Bayarp] thought there wes some mistake in 
taking $9,000 as the cost of each gun afloat, and 
entered inio calculations to show it to be erroneous. 
He had taken data which brought it below that 
amount—data which confined themselves to a part 


quired the Senate lo take. 


After six years ser- 


only of the expenses of the naval establishment. “He 
left out the land establishments, and many items 
which entered into the general expense. This was 
not the view which the nature of the subjeet re- 
It should look to the 
whole amount of the annual expense, and then see 
the number of guns afloat, The object is to get 
guns afloat, and the whole establishment is subor. 
dinaté and incidental to that object. Not only the 
gun itself, the ship which carries it, and the men 
who work it, are to be taken into the account, but 
the docks and navy-yatds at home, the hospitals 
and pensions, the marines and guards—every 
thing, in fact, which constituted the expense of 
the naval establishment. The whole is em- 
ployed, or incurred, to produce the result—which 
is, so Many guns at sea to be fired upon the enemy. 
The,whole is incurred for the sake of the guns,‘and - 
therefore ell must be counted.. Going by this rule, 
(said Mr. B.,) it would be easily shown that his 
statement of yesterday was about correci—rather 
under than over; and this cculd be seen by ma- 
king a brief and plain sum in arithmetic. We have 
the number of guns afloat, and the estimated ex- 
pense for the year: the guns 936; the estimate for 
the year is $8,705,579. Now, divide this amount 
by the number of guns, and the result is a little 
upwards of $9,200 to each one. This proves the 
correctness of the statement made yesterday ; it 
proves it for the present year, which is the one in 
controversy. The result will be about the same 
for several previous years. Mr. B. said he had 
looked over the years 1841 and 1838, and found 
this to be the result: In 1841, the guns were 747, 
and the expense of the naval establishment 
$6 196,516. Divide the money by the guns, and 
you have a little upwards of $8,300. Is 1838, the 
guns were 670, and the expense $5,980,971. This 
will give a ittle upwards of $8,900 to the gun. 
The average of the whole three years will be just 
about $9,000. 

Thus, the Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. 
Woonsuny] and himself were correct in their 
statement, and the figures proved it. At the 
same time, the Senator from Delaware [Mr. 
Bayarp] is undoubtedly correct in taking a small 
number of guns, and saying they may be added 
without incurring an expense of more than three 
or four thousand dollars. Small additions may 
be made, without incurring anything but the exe 
pense of the gun itself; and the men who work it. 
Bat that is not the question here. The question is 
to almest double the number; it is to carry up 937 
to 1,700. Here- is an increase intended by the 
Secretary of the Navy of near 800. guns—perhaps 
quite 800, if the <eveety-fours carry ninely guns, 
as intimated by the Senator [Mr. Bayarp] thisday. 
These seven or eight hundred guas could not be 
added without ships to carry them, and all the ex- 
pense on land which is incident to the construction 
of these ships. Theseseven or eight hundred addi- 
tional guns would require seven cr eight thousand 
men, end a great many officers. Ten men and two 
oflicers 10 tbe gun isthe estimate. The present estab- 
lishment is near that rate, ard the increase must be in 
the same proportion. The present number of men 
in the navy, exclusive of officers, is 9,784: which is 
a fraction over ten to the gun. | The number of 
officers now in service (midshipmen, surgeons, &c., 
includes) is near 1,300, besides the list of nomina- 
tions not yet confirmed. Tis is in the proportion 
‘of nearly one and a half toa gun. Apply the 
whole to tbe intended increase—the increase which 
the report of the committee discloses to us—and 
you will have close upon 17,000 men and 2,000 
officers for the peace establishment of the navy—— 
in all, near 20,000 men! and this, independent of 
those employed on jand, and the 2,000 mechan- 
ics and laborers who are usually at our navy 
yards, Now, these men and officers cost money : 
$226 per annum per man, and $850 per annam per 
officer, was the averages cost in 1833, as stated in 
the report of the then Sceretsry of the Navy, the 
present Senator from New Havpshire, [Mr. Woop. 
Bury.] What itisuow, Mr. B. did not know but 
knew it was greater for the cfficers now, than it 
was then. But one thing he aid know--and that 
was, that a naval peace establishment of ihe mag- 
nitude disclosed in the committee’. report, (six 


squadrons, 54 vessels, 1,700 guns, 17,000 men, 
and 2,000 or 3.000 officers) would. break down the 
whole navy of the United States. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN madea few remarks, show- 

ing the necessity of paying off. the officers and men 
of the exploring expedition, and discontinuing the 
expense. He was opposed to any. ostentation of 
emulating the British navy. He did not wish to 
see the navy establishment increased beyond what 
it is at present. He was unwilling to disturb the 
provisions of the bill made by the House. All 
those employed should be paid. He supposed, in 
the estimates of the year, provision was made for 
the exploring expedition for the full period. He 
conceived that expense could now be cut off, so as 
to save che amount estimated for the rest of the 
year. 

Mr. EVANS explained that the amount for the 
remainder of the year would be quite inconsidera- 
ble. He did not think it would be more than ihirty 
or forty thousand dollars. 

He then replied to the remarks of the Senator 
from Georgia, [Mr. Curuzeat.}. He had merely 
to repeat, that the only surplus of appropria- 
tion on account of the home squadron was 
$394,000; which was not a sum actually in hands, 
Dat a sum since applied to the discharge of fre-ex- 
isting obligations of the department 

If it be conceded that the $3,195,442 is neces- 
gary for the service of the year, it remains only to 
be shown how that suñ may be reduced by other 
sources, and the balance must be appropriated. 
Now, this very $394,000 is the only sum which can 
be deducted from the estimates. 

Mr. CUTHBERT said it was apparent, from 
‘the statements which had been made by the Sena- 
tor from Maine, that a large portion of the expen- 
diture was for the outfit of the home squadron; if 
this were the case, the appropriation made here 
ought to be small. 

Mr. WILLIAMS said the effect of the argu- 
ments of his colieague, as he understood them, was, 
that outof an appropriation of $780,000 for the 
year, $400,000 was expended in a month. 

be question was then taken on the motion to 
increase the appropriation from $2,350,000 to 
$2,800,000, and resulted in the affirmative—yeas 
23, nays 19, as follows: 
YEAS—Messra, Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
_ Choate, Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Evans, Graham, 
Huntington, Kerr, Merrick, Miller, Phelps, Preston, Rives, 
Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Tallmadge, and Woodbridge—23. 
NAYS—Messrs: Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Fulton, 


King, Linn, McRoberts, Mangum, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, ` 


Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, 
Wright, and Young—19. 

Mr. WALKER. offered an amendment to the 
effect that no partof this appropriation shall be 
applied to the pay of any larger number of mid- 

. shipmen than are now in the service. 

Mr. ARCHER would cheerfully give the amend- 
menthis support, if the Senator would modify it so 
as toadmit uf the appointment of midshipmen to 
fill up vacancies occasioned by resignation or 
death. 

It seemed to be admitted on all bands that they 
ought to stop all further increase of the navy. And 
he believed that the Senator from Massachusetts 
had stated that there were cases of officers hav- 
ing been passed by inadvertently, whose pro- 
motions they would all concur in. But he would 
call the attention of the Senate to the fact, that there 
was no single gentleman who had voted to strike 
out the proviso which came from the Fouse that 
did not admit that they ought to limit the number 
of officers of the navy, and prevent its increase over 
what itat present was. It would be quile absurd, 
therefore, if, after Congress had adjourned, it woull 
ba in the power of the Executive to increase the 
navy to an unlimited extent. It was the incessant 
calls which were made upon the Secretary of the 
Navy, by individua's who were desirous of having 
midshipmen appointed, that occasioned this vast in- 
crease, Individuals got into the navy without the 

__Gonsent even of the Senate. He hoped they woald 
agree that this check shouid be placed upon the 
éxécutive power, so thatthe navy should not, here- 
afier; be.inereased except by act of Congress. 

oo Mr. SEVIER observed that his only objection 
Was; that it would seem as if, for the sake of hav- 


‘ing something to bray about, the Senate had pata 


limitation on the appointment of poor little mid- 
shipmen. Now, ke thought the only way to do the 


thing proper'y Was, to put a stopper-on the head. of 


the evil, instead of beginning at its foot. There 
will be nothing to prevent promotions of any num- 
ber of midshipmen, leaving vacancies for fresh ap- 
pointments to any extent. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN would suggest a proviso in 
place of that stricken out. It was, that the number 
of officers shall not be increased beyond the num- 
ber in the respective grades at present in commis- 
sion. ‘his was not the same as the proviso stricken 
out. It goes to the root of the matter, by saying— 

Provided, Toat, till otherwise ordered by Congress, the 
number shail not be increased. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he was very glad that 
the Senator had proposed this amendment. As he 
had said two days ago, he did not want to reduce 
the navy a single man—at least so far as regarded 
the officers. And until they adopted some resolu- 
tion of this kind, they would never have the navy 
regulated bylaw. This was self-evident. It was 
not the interest of. the navy to be regulated by law. 
The President of the United States was importuned 
to make nominations: he naturally yielded to the 
solicitations; and when the individua s. came be- 
fore the Senate, they were usually inclined, out of 
pure good nature, to vote for the confirmation of 
those nominations. The consequence was, that 
the navy was continually being increased, through 
the good feelings of the President and the Senate, 
and it was the only branch of the public service of 
the country that was not regulated by law. He 
would not assert ihat the present standard was the 
best, but it was the standard fixed by an act of 
Congress. He thovght the amendment of the hon- 
orable gentleman from Kentucky was better than 
the proviso inserted by the House, because it goes 
directly to the point; being a plain legal declara- 
tion what should be the number until Congress 
should otherwise provide. 

Mr. WALKER withdrew his amendment, giy- 
ing notice that he would renew it in case the 
amendment submitted by the Senator from Ken- 
tucky sbould fail. ate 

Mr. HUNTINGTON considered the proviso 
offered by the Senator from Kentucky the same in 
substance, if not in form, as that which the Senate 
had agreed to strike out yesterday. He hoped the 
amendment would not prevail. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN made a modification to his 
amendment, so as 10 read as follows: 

Provided, That, until otherwise ordered by Congress, the 
officers of thenavy, at present, shall not be increased beyond 
the number in the respective grades that may exist at the end 
of the present session of Congress. 

He had made this alteration in view of the 
nominations now under consideration, so as not to 
embarrass the Executive or Senate. He saw no 
reason why the navy should be exempted from the 
same check of Congress as the civil and military 
departments. When every thing is fixed by law, 
all goes on harmoniously. 

Mr. WALKER asked the Senator to modify his 
amendment by adding, “nor of midshipmen be- 
yond the number now in the service.” 

Mr. ARCHER admonished the Senator from 
Mississippi not to embarrass his proposition by 
altaching it to the amendment proposed by the 
Senator from Kentucky, (Mr. Crirrenpen.] If 
he did, both would fail. 

Mr. WALKER insisted on his amendment to 
the amendment; and 

Mr. CRITTENDEN accepted it as a modifica- 
tion of his. 

Mr. ARCHER said the amendment of the Sena- 
tor from Kentucky (Mr. CRITTENDEN} was the 
identical amendment as was voted down by 
the Senate after a debate of two days. The iden- 
Uty of any proposition was to be estimated by the 
sameness of its effect. The proviso of the House, 
voted down by the Senate, inhibited the payment, to 
any officer appointed after the present time, to any 
part of the appropriation for the pay cf officers, 
&e, and virtually restricted the appointment, 
Whatever might be the design of the Senator from 
Kentucky, the amendment goes to limit the whole 
nomber of officers in each grade in the naval ser- 
vice. 


If the object of the Senator was ‘to prevent. an 


increase in the number of officers, the amendment 


proposed by. the Senator. from. Mississippi..[Mr. 
‘WaLxEn,] to prevent the-appointment of any. mid- 
shipmen after this time, would: most effectnally:ac- 
complish that object. Bat does the- Senator: from 
Kentueky mean to. say that there shall be no‘power 
in the Senate and Executive combined to... promote 
meritorious men? Such was the effect of his-prop- 
osition—an object the last in the contemplation: of 
his mind. Does he mean to say that, until::Con- 
gress shall hereafter think proper to:act, no. officer, 
whatever his merits, shail be advanced -in -grade? 
The effect of the amendment, he contended,. was 
to confine officers to their present grade+—was: to 
preclude their advancement. after. having served 
their country faithfully—some. of them for more 
than twenty-nine or thirty years. We not only 
prevent their advancement, but cut off our capacity 
to advance them. No such restriction would- -be 
attached to any other service of the Government. 
We would have fuli power to promote officers of 
the army. Are we, by this act, prepared to create 
another distinclion between the army: and- navy, in 
favor of the army of the United States? + 

The amendment not only. restrictsthe naval ser- 
vice, but militates a self-denying against oursel 
You stultify yourselves as a body sustainin 
inations. Is it possible that we cannot: keep the 
offices of the navy at a proper limitation, without 
denying our own constitutional action? The adop- 
tion of the amendment would operate as.a stigma 
on the Senate. If we can, without. stifling: onr- 
selves, adopt an amendment which will accomplish 
the same object—the limitation of the number of 
officers—why should we adopt one whieh stigma» 
tizes us, to accomplish that object? Every ten 
years the officers of the army go up one grade by 
brevet. Why stould the Senate cut off its.own 
power to do justice to the officers. of the. navy? 
Why should it stultify its own legitimate. aut 
Why cast a siigma on itself? He hoped the. 
ate would adhere to its vote. ee 

Mr. KING said he differed entirely from the 
honorable Senator; and he thought the Senator 
would find, upon further reflection, that he had 
been laboring under an error throughout his. whole 
argument. The Senator would not increase the 
number of the officers ‘of the navy; yet they: were 
to have twenty captains more. The Senator. would 
perceive that it would rest with the Senate and the 
President whether they. would fix the higher grades; 
and appointments might go on through the whole of 
the session. The objection raised the other day was, 
that individuals who bad deserved prometion had 
been kept back. But the objection was, now, that 
the door would be opened too widely for their ad- 
mission. s f 
In regard to the navy, he (Mr. Kina) had ale 
ways shown that he was in favor of fostering that 
arm of the nationa! defence. He desired to give it 
every possible efficiency; but he was inclined to 
believe, with the Senator from Kentucky, that they 
were creating an enormous expense, by pushing 
the matter of promotions too rapidly; and this he 
would desire to provide a check against. And be 
thought he would best show, by the vote which 
he was about to give, thathe was a true friend to the 
navy. He desired that it should be put upon the 
same footing as the army. If they could not reg- 
ulate its numbers by law, they should take the 
next best course, and that course was now opened 
to them; but they ought not to make an increase of 
the numbers. 

Mr. SEVIER desired to add a line or two, to the 
effect that all vacancies for midshipmen shall be 
filed from States which have hitherto not had their 
due share of the appointments of midshipmien, if 
applications be made from such States. 

Mr. BUCHANAN hoped the Senator would 
withdraw his proposition. 

Mr. SEVIER withdrew it. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN observed that he voted 
yesterday to strike out ihe proviso in the bili, be- 
cause it was to go into immediate operation; and 
prevent. the Senate from acting on. nominations for 
promotion now in contemplation, and on which he 
desired the Senate to reserve the power to act. 

Now that difficulty is removed in the proviso 
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` ander consideration: -The:power of the Executive © 
““tokappoint officers must bèa power subordinate to: 
-y the law: or the Constitation.. -The President cannot. 
appoint an: officer in the army orin- the- judiciary, 
without some law has~ created the~office, and ‘au- 
thorized the appointment. But it is.contended that, 
“if authority be given to-the President to -build a 
«single ‘ship, it: involves the power of appointing a 
--dandred-or'a-thousand’ officers; if he pleases, to 
command:her.' -He-could. not conceive why any 
» difference between the army ‘and the navy, in. this 
- “particular, should exist: [fall these numerous 
officers are necessary, let the law fix the number: 
‘= Tt seemed to. him: that the same: reasén- exists for 
“limiting the number of officers in the navy as in 
the:army, or any other department. © ‘The:question’ 
< ds, whether. an unlimited and arbitrary power- 
should be left in the hands of the Executive to ap- 
.- point an indefinite number of officers. This. is a. 
great political question. It is one involving the 
: issue whether the Executive shall be limited; and 
‘those:-who have been so long contending against 
> executive power are now put to the test of carrying 

‘out the principle. i ` 
The yeas and nays were called, and ordered, on 

thë amendment, modified as follows : 


Provided, That, until otherwise ordered by Congress, the of- 
“ficere of the navy shall not be increased beyond the number in 
the respective grades that may exist at the end of the present 
‘session of Congress; nor of midshipmen, beyond the number 
now in the service, ” ; 


~ And ‘resulted in the affirmative~yeas 27, nays 
AT, as follows : ; Pes i i 
"i YEAS--Messre, Allen, Bagby, Benton, 
“Crittenden, . Cuthbert, Fulton, Graham, 
; Linn, McRoberts, Mangum, Morehead, 
s necticut Smith of Indiana, Sturgeon, 
' Wilcox, Williama, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—27. 
NAYS--Mesers.. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien; 
Choate, Clayton, Conrad, Evans, Huntington, Kerr, Merrick, 
` Miller, Preston; Rives, Tallmadge, and Woodbridge—17, 
Mr. SEVIER then offered his amendmen}; 
which, at the suggestion of Messrs. MERRICK, 
HENDERSON, and LINN, he modified so as to 
` read as follows: 


And: all. vacancies, when filled, 
States, ‘Territories, and the 


Buchanan, Crafts, 
Henderson, King, 
Sevier, Smith of Cou- 
Tappan, Walker, White, 


filled, shall be supplied from 
District of Columbia, whicir at the 
time shall not have their proportion, having regard to federal 
“numbers, of midshipmen inthe service, provided suitable ap- 
` ‘plications are made for the same. 


ti And the amendment was unanimously adopted. 

“Mr. EVANS, in deference to the manifest indis- 

` “position of the Senate to increase the appropria- 

tions, declined offering some other amendments he 
had had in'contemplation. . 

Mr. BUCHANAN moved to amend the bill by 
inserting, after the clause: making appropriation for 
the navy-yard at Philadelphia, the following : 

And for the purpose of preparing the yard for the establish- 
ment of a marine- railway or floating-dock, whichever may be 


thought advisable by the’ President of the United States, the 
further sum of $20,000, 


Mr. B. said that, allhough it might be deemed 
somewhat inappropriate in the present bill, he 
could not, under a sense of duty, refrain from ask- 
ing the Senate to adopt this amendment, even at 

| the.then latehour of the day. For many years the 
navy-yard at Philadelphia had been, he might al- 
‘most ‘say, shamefully neglected. . And for what 
reason? Our. mechanics -and shipbuilders were 
known to the whole world to possess skill egual; at 
least, to any others in the United States. Vessels 
were built there at a cheaper rate than at any other 
uavy-yard, and their excellence was proved by 
. the character of the vessels themselves. Bat al. 
though ships of war, which were the pride of our 
navy, had been construcied, an: could be con- 
structed, at the navy-yard in Philadelphia, they 
could not be repaired for the want of a marine-rail- 
way or floating dock. Bat very recently a vessel 
of war-had to-be sent from Philadelphia to another 
port for repairs. ` 

It was now, he believed, well ascertained that 
floating, docks would answer every purpose of a 
marine-raiiway or dry-dock. There was no better 
place in the United States to make this experiment, 
Cif it might still be called an experiment,) than at 
the navy-yard of Philadelphia, Besides, it would 
be a work of small expense, when compared with 

. the cost of a dry-dock. The constraction of a 
Wharf, and of some other works, was necessary, 
_im-order to prepare the yard for a marine-rail 
p oway or a floating dock; and he was anxious thit 
te might pass this appiopriatioa, and thus 


I 


determine that such a ‘work should be constructed, 
|. He “feared that, if nothing coulg be done for t 

“navy-yard at Philadelphia until the Navy Depart- 
‘ment should move in the matter, it would be ne- 


glected hereafter, as it had “been” heretofore. He 
therefore trusled thatthe Senate would determine 
to commence the work for itself, iidependently of 
that department; ahd. thus. place us on the same 
footing. with other navy-yards, no better, if as. 
well, entitled: to the fostering care of the Govern- 
ment. © : 

‘The question was then taken’ on the amendment; 
and-it was rejeeted,on a count, by ayes 13, noes 
19. A me 

The bill was. then reported to the Senate, and the 
amendments of the committee of thë whole were 
concurred in, and ordered to be engrossed for. a 
third reading; which having been done, the bill 


= was subsequently read the third time, and. passed. 


Engrossed bill for-the relief of Charles H. Ath- 


erton was taken up,read a third time, and passed... 


Engrossed bill allowing further time to complete’ 
the issuing of warrants for military land bounties 
to the non-commissioned officers and soldiers of 
the late war with Great Britain, and making pro- 
vision for satisfying the same, was taken up, read 
the third time, and passed. 

Mr. MOREHEAD gave notice that he would, 
on to-morrow, ask the Senate to consider the bill 
making provision to satisfy the claims arisicg un- 
der the Choctaw treaty. 

Mr. BERRIEN gave notice that he would, on 
to-morrow, ask the Senate to cousider the bill pros 
viding further remedial justice in the courts of the 
United States, which he considered of more impor- 
tance than the other bill. : 

Mr. LINN gave notice that he would, on to-mor- 
row, the very first moment after the reading of the 
journal, move the Senate to proceed to the consid- 
eration of bills on the general calender. ` 

On motioa of Mr. SEVIER, the Senate proceed- 
ed to the consideration of executive business, and, 
after some time spent therein, adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Faipay, June 17, 1842. . 

Mr. GWIN offered a resolution authorizing the 
Committee on Indian Affairs to inquire into the 
expediency of reporting a bill appointing commis- 
sioners to settle the claims arising under the 14th 
article of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek. 

Mr. G. observed, that, in offering this resolution, 
he intended no censure upon the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs; nor did he wish it understood that it 
had neglected this subject. He knew the commit- 
tee were now, and had been, most anxious to bring 
the subject to the consideration of the House. 
The reason of its want of action arose from the 
fact that the Committee on Indian Affairs in the 
Senate had taken this subject under consideration 
at the commencement of the session; ang it had 
been by that committee brought before the Senate, 
to which body had been submitted an able report 
from the Sccretary of War, accompanied by a 
bill; but he was sorry to say that there seemed to 
be but litle prospect of speedy action in that bocy 
on this subject, so important to his constituents, 
The Senate was already: in arrears in i's business, 
as compared with this House—having on ils table, 
undisposed of, many importan: bilis that have 
passed this House. 

It was in view of these facts that he conceived it 
to bean imperious duty imposed upon him, by 
the imperitance to his constituents of settling these 
claims speedily, to cail the attention of the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs in this House to the ne- 
cessity of ils action, else there was no bope of 
reaching the subject this session; or, if the commi- 
tee reported a bill to appoint commissioners to ad- 
judicate these claims, he wonld ask the House to 
make it the special order for some day in the ses- 
Sion that would iasare its consideration. H she 
subject was passed over without the action of Cen- 
gress during this session, the title of hundreds oi 
the citizens of Mississippi to iheir hemes, that they 
had beughttrem the Government, and fur which 
they had paid iheir money into the reasury years 
ago, would be disturbed, and they subjecied to 
the cost and risk of suits of ejectment that would 


be brought against them by claimants ender the 
14th atid 19th articles of the treaty cf Dancing 
Rabbit creek. 

Mr. CARUTHERS was aware of the import- 
ance to the constituents of the gentleman from 
Mississippi [Mr. Gwrn] that the claims under this 
treaty be finally settled. But he would submit to 
that gentleman whether he would promote the ob- 
ject he had-in view, by bringing it before the House, 
when it had been fer months before the Senate. 
He, as a member of the Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs, knew the anxious desire of that committee 


- to bring that subject before the House, and have it 
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n 


acted on this session; and it would long since have 
been hrought before the House, but for the fact that 
it was known to be in the hands of a similar com- 


` mittee in the Senate. 


Mr. GWIN was fully aware of all that bad been 
stated by the gentieman from Tennessee; and if that 
gentleman had. heard his remarks, he would have 
perceived that he (Mr. G.) had stated the same 
thing to the House. Ti was the apprehension that, 
from the business now before the Senate in advance 
of this subject, that body weuld not act upon it in 
time to insure the consideration and action of this 
House during this session, that had induced him to 
call for the action of the proper committee in this 
House, that his constituents might see that a sub- 
ject so important to them had not been entirely 
overlooked here. After waiting nearly _seven 
months upon the Senate, it certainly was time to 
bring the subject to the consideration of this House, 
if it was intended to act upon it at all this session; 
aod he earnestly hoped that it would not only be 
acted upon, bat finally disposed of, so far as the 
action of this House was concerned, before this 
session closes, 

The resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. BOT YS presented a memorial from the peo- 
ple of Petersburg, Virginia, in favor of a protece 
tive tariff: referred to the Commitiee of the Whole 


| on the state of the. Union. . 


Mr. B. said he wished to offer a resolution of ine 
quiry. 

Objection being made, he moved to suspend the 
rules. i 

Mr. ARNOLD ealled for the yeas and nays: or- 
dered. 


The resolution of Mr. Borts was then read as 
follows: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be requested 
to communicate to this House whether the office of Commissary 
General of Subsistence is now vacant, or filled; if vacant, why 
it has not been filed; and if filled, by whom, and by what au- 
thority; and whether, since the rejection of G. Washington 
Tyson on the 22d April lax, any public money has passed 
through the hands of the individual now discharging the 
duties of said office; and: if any, what amount, and at what 
time such sums have been transmitted to said officer; and 
what security the Government holds for the faithful application 
of such money. Also, that he be requested to communicate to 
this House whether the office of marshal of the middle district of 
Tennessee is now vacant or filled; if vacant, why it has not 
been filled; and if filled, by whom, and by what authority; and 
whether, since the rejection of Thomas Claiborne on the 9th of 
March last, any public money has passed through the 
hands of the individual now discharging the duties of said 
office, and what security the Government holds for the faithful 
application of such money. 


The question having been taken, the House re- 
fused to receive the resolution by the followirg 
vole—-yeas 52, nays 110, as follows: 

YEaS—Messrs. Landaff W. Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg, Bar- 
ton, Boits, Bronson, Jeremiah Brown, William B. Campbell, 
Thomas J. Campbell. Caruthers, J.C. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, 
James Cooper, Cranston, Cravens, Everett, Fessenden, Fill: 
more, A. L. Foster, Gambie, Gentry, Goggin, Howard, Hunt, 
Isaac D. Jones, John P. Kennedy, Lane, Lewis, Linn, McKen- 
nan, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Meriwether, Morrow, Owsley, 
Ramsey, Rayner, Reding, James M, Russell, Simonton, Stanly, 
Stration, J, T. Stuart, Summers, Taliaferro, Richard W 
Thompson, Toland, Triplett, Wallace, Edward D. White, 
Christopher H. Williams, and John Young—b2. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Sheriock J. Andrews, Ather- 
ton, Baker, Barnard, Beeson, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Briggs, 
Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, Bur- 
nell, W. 0. Butler, Green W, Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, J. 
Campbell, Casey, Chapman, Chittenden, Clifford, Clinton, 

Mark A. Cooper, Cowen, Cushisg, Richard D. Davis, 
Doig, Hastman, John C. Edwards, Egbert, Jonn G. Floyd 
Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, Thamas F. Foster, Gilmer. Wil: 
lan O. Goode, Gordon, Graham, Granger, Gustine, Gwin 
Habersham, Harris, Hays, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, 
Hadson, Charles J. Ingersoll, James Irvin. Jack, James. Wil- 
liam Cost Johnson, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Keim An- 
drew Kennedy, McKay, Marchand, John ‘Thomson -Mason 
Maihews, Mattocks, Maxwell, Medill, Miller, Morris, Newhard, 
Oliver, Osborne, Parmenter, Patridge, Pearce, "Pendleton, 
Plumer, Read, Reynoids, Ridgway, Riggs, Rodney, Roosevelt, 
Wm. Russell, Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, Shields, Truman 
Smith, Snyder, Sprigg, Steenrod, Stokely, Alexander H. H. 


Stuart, Sweney, John B. “Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Tom- 
‘lingon, Turney, Underwood, Van Buren, Washington, Weller; 
James W, Williams, Wise, Wood, Yorke, and Augustus 
Young—H0. k ae i 
Mr. KENNEDY ‘of Maryland presented a me- 
Mmorial from the African Colonization Society. 


VIRGINIA MILITARY BOUNTY LAND WARRANTS. 
The business of the morning hour came up, in 
continuation from yesterday, on the following res- 
olution, submitted by Mr. Sranry a few days since: 


_ “Resolved, That a select committee be appointed to inquire 
into the amount and character of the expenditures which have 
been made by the Government, in satisfaction of bounty land 
claims allowed by the State of Virginia; what amount of like 
claims are.still outsianding; whether any further fegislation of 
Congress is necessary to secure the treasury against the pay- 
ment of improper or unfounded claims of that description, {to 
which was added, on the motion of Mr. Witriam O. Goons, ] 
or to satisfy outstanding claims, which are just and well 
founded ; and that said committee have leave to report by bill 
or otherwise.” 


Mr. UNDERWOOD addressed the House for 
some time, principally in opposition to a portion of 
the claims from the State of Virginia. 

Mr. GILMER continued the debate until the 
expiration of the morning hour, when the subject 
again went over, 

GENERAL JACKSON'S FINE. 

Mr. O. J. INGERSOLL, from the Committee 
on the Judiciary, rose and begged leave to report a 
bill for the relief of General Jackson. He sup- 
posed it would be necessary to move the suspen- 
sion of the rules for the reception of this bill, and 
he would, therefore, make that motion. 

[Cries of “Oh, no; there will be no objection.) 

There being no odjection thereto, he reported the 
bill, and it was read a first and second time. It 
was a bill to restore the fice of $1,000 imposed oa 
General Jackscn in 1815. 

Mr. INGERSOLL then rose tó present a report 
to accompany ihe bill just read; and he said it was 
due to himself, and to some members of the com- 
mittee, (a majority of whom were opposed to ac- 
compenying the bill with this report,) that he 
should say that he offered it as the report of three 
members of the committee; and, as such, he trusted 
it would be laid on the table, and be printed. He 
submitted that motion. 

_Mr. BARNARD begged leave to submit to the 
House (that the House might act understandingly) 
the fact—which it was due to the Committee on the 
Judiciary should be known—that it was true, as 
Stated by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, that 
the Gommittee on the Judiciary had directed him 
to report a bill for the relief of General Jackson. 
It was also true that the honorable gentleman 
from Pennsylvania presented a written report, 
which was not adopted by the committee; and 
there was, therefore, no report of the committee 
accompanying the bil. The question for the House 
to determine, therefore, was, whether they would, 
for the first time in the practice of the House, 
adopt, in the shape of a minority report, a paper 
emanating from one or more of tre committee, 
when the majority of the committee had made no 
report wha'ever, That was the only exception be 
felt it to be his duty to take to the adoption and 
priating of this paper; it would be the opening of 
the door toa practice which might be hereatter in- 
jJurious, or at least inconvenient. 

Mr. GC. J. INGERSOLL said, in moving for the 
printing of this report, he was far from supposing 
that the printing was a sanctioning of the report by 
the House. Whether genilemen agreed wi 
disagreed from, the re yof 
it was, ia iiself, very ir 
an argument as he had 
the bill; aud the House 
they might think proper. 

Mr. FOSTER of Ge 


tought fic lo sabmit with 
could print it, or not, as 


rgia made some observa- 


tions, which were not keard at the reporter's desk; 
eed to. 

gave noiice of his in- 
anons 


and tben the maijon wa 

Mr. STUART of Hii 
tention to introduce a bili making appro 
for the completios of eeriain harbors on ti 
and Misz ssippi rivers. 

THE APPORTIONMENT BILL. 

Mr. FILLMORE now asked what was the order 
of the day. 

Tne SPEAKER replied, the unfinished business 
of yesterday. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD suid he was under a prom- 
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iseé'to a gentleman to ask the House to consider a 
bil to abolish imprisonment for debt in the District 
of Columbia. Tae gentleman had informed him 
that he had an acquaintance now suffering impiis- 
onment for debt, to whom il was a matter of some 
impcriance; and as this was private bill day, be 
hoped.it would be takea up and acted upon. 

Mr. FILLMORE refused to yield, and persisted 
in calling for the orders of the day. 

Mr. MATHIO? asked it this was not one of the 
days set apart for private business; and, as such, 
he hoped it would be devoted to its legitimate busi- 
ness. 

The House, however, took up the apportionment 
bill. f 

The question which was pending at the adjourn- 
ment last night was, “Will the House recede from 
its disagreement to the amendments of the Senate?” 
on which Mr. THompson of Indiana had moved 
the previous question; but, before any action was 
had therecn, the House adjourned. 

Tne business being now resumed at that point, 
an irregular conversation ensued on the effect of 
certain decisions, and the proper mode of proceed- 
ing; in which Messrs. EVERETT, J. CAMP- 
BELL, ADAMS, OLIVER, R. W. THOMP- 
SON, W.C. JOHNSON, J. T. MASON, BOYD, 
and ALLEN, took part. The House then sustain- 
ed the previous question. 

Mr. BIRDSEYE called for the’ yeas and nays 
on the question of reeeding, which were ordered; 
and the House determined to recede from its dis- 
agreement to the amendments of the Senate: yeas 
109, nays 104. 

Tie question then being on concurring with the 
amendments of the Senate, 

Mr. GWEN moved the previous question; and 
tellers having been called for and ordered on the 
question ef a second, 

Mr. BIDLACK inguired whether it would be 
in order to move to concur in the amendments of 
the Senate with an amendment ? 

The SPEAKER replied, that if the previous 
question was not entertained by the House, an 
amendment would be in order. 

The qaestion on the second was then taken by 
tellers, (Messrs. ATHERTON of New Hampshire and 
Jones of Maryland,) and decided in the affirmative— 
ayes 105, noes 90. 

Mr. BOYD then moved to jay the bill and 
amendments on the table; but atterwards with- 
drew the motion. 

Mr. STANLY eulled for the yeas and nays on 
ordering the main question ; which, having been 
ordered, resulted in yeas 105, nays 88. 

Mr. BOYD then moved to lay the bill and 
amendments on the table; and called for the yeas 
and rays, which were ordered, 

Mr. BARNARD raised the question, whether it 
was in order to move to lay the bill on the table, 
on tke ground that the House, having passed the 
bill and sent it to the Senate, it now had no other 
control over it than to pass on the Senate’s amend- 
ments, 

The SPEAKER overruled the point of order, 
and the question was taken on Mr. Boyp’s motion 
resulting m yeas $0, nays 118, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs Adams, Atherton, Beeson, Birdseye, Black, 
Bowne, d, Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Charles Brown, 
Burke, William O. Bunder, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C. 
Caldwell, Wiiliam B. Campbell. Ciifford, C n, Mark A. 
Cooper, Cowea, Dani ID. Davis, Dawsen, Dean, 


Dog, Eastman, John rds, Egbert, Ferris, Joha G. 
Fieyd, Charies A. Ficyd, Formance, A. Lawrence Foster, 
Thomas F. Faster, Williara O. Goode, Gordon, Habersham, 
Harris, John Hastings, Hays, Henry, Holmes, Houck, Houston, 
Hubard, Hunter, Charles J. Ing i, Jack, Wm. Cost John- 
son, Cave Johnsen, John P Ke ly, Andrew Kennedy, 
Lewis, Lisa, Listlefield, Lowell, Robert MeCleils z 

Marchand, Alired Marshalt, Jobn Thomsor 


> 


Sianl 
rel 


Wel 


un, John Ua 

Į Sy Chapman, ©: 

nden, John O, é y N. Clarke, Cracsvo 
vens, Cross, Cusaing, Garrett Divis, Deberry, John Edwar 
itverett, Fessenden, Fillmore, Gamble, Gentry, Giddings, G 
mer, G atrick G. Goods, Graham, Granger, Gwis, Hail, 
Hopkir ward, Hodson, Haat, Josepb R. lagersoll, James 
Irvin, William W., Irwin, James, John W. Jones, Isaac D. Joues, 


Keim, Lane, McKay, McKennan, Samson Mason, Mathiot, 
Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Meriwether, Mitchell, Morgan, 
Morris; Morrow, Osborne, Owsley, Parmenter, Pearce, Pen- 
dieton, Pope, Powell, Proffit, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, Ran: 
dolph, Rayner, Read, Ridgway, Rodney, William Russell, 
James M. Russell, Salstonstall, Saunders, Shepperd, Sihon- 
ton, Slade, Truman Smith, Stokely, Stratton, Alexander H. 
H., Stuart, John T, Stuart, Summers, Taliaferro, John B. 
Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Toland, 
Tomlinson, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, 
Wallace, Warren, Washington, Watterson, Edward D. White, 
Wise, Yorke, Augustus Young, and John Young—118. 


The question then recurred upon agreeing to the 
first division of ihe Senate’s amendment (i. e. that 
increasing the ratio,) and resulted in the afirma- 
tive—yeas 113, nays 103, as follows: f 

YEAS--Messrs. Allen, Landaf W. Andrews, Sherlock J. 
Andrews, Barnard, Barton, Beeson, Bidlack, Black, Bronsoh, 
Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Burke, 
William Butler, Patrick ©. Caldwell, Thomas J. Campbell, 
Casey, Chapman, Childs, John C. Clark, Coles, Cravens, 
Cross, Daniel, Dawson, Eastman, Everett, Fessenden, Pill- 
more, ‘thomas F. Foster, Gamble, Gilmer, Goggin, Patrick G, 
Goode, Granger, Gustine, Gwin, Habersham, Hall, Hopkins, 
Houston, Howard, Hunter, Hunt, Chas. J. Ingersoil, Jamès 
Irvin, Jack, James, Cave Johnson, John. W. Jones, Isaac D. 
Jones, King, Lane, Lewis, Lowell, McKay, ®amson Mason, 
John Thomson Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Miller, 
Mitchell, Moore, Morgan, Marrow, Owsley, Parmenter, Picke: 
Pope, Powell, Proffit, Benjamiu Randall, Randolph, Rayner, 
Read, Reding, Rhett, Ridgway, Rodney, Rogers, William 
Russell, James M. Russell, Salionstal], Saunders, Shaw, Shep- 
perd, Slade, Truman Smith, Sprigg,.xtgkely, Alexander H, H. 
Stuart, John T. Stuart, Summers, Sumter, Laliaferre, Jóhn B. 
Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Trum- 
ball, Turney, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, Warren, 
Washington, Watterson, Edward D. White,’ James W. Wil- 
liams, Wise, Yorke, Augustus Young, and John Young—213, 

NAYS—Messrs, Adams, Appleton, Arnold, Atherton, Ay- 
crige, raker, Birdseye, Boardman, Borden, Botts, Bowne, 
Boyd, Brewster, Briggs, Charles Brown, Burnell, William O. 
Bauer, Green W. Caldwell, Calhoun, John Campbell, William 
B. Campbell, Caruthers, Chittenden, Staley N, Clarke, Clif- 
ford, Clinton, James Cooper, Mark A. Cooper, Cowen, 
Cranston, Cushing, Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, Dean, 
Deverry, Doig, John Edwards, John C. Edwards, Egbert, 
Ferris, John G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, A. Law- 
vence Foster, Gentry, Giddings, Wiliam O. Goode, Gordon, 
Graham, Green, John Hastings, Hayes, Holmes, Houck, Hubard, 
Hudson, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Wiillam W. Irwin, Wm. Cost 
Johnson, Keim, Joha.P. Kennedy, Andrew Kennedy, Linn, 
Liwlefield, Robert McClellan, MoKennan, McKeon, Marchand, 
Alfred Marshall, Mathews, Maynard, Medill, Meriwether, 
Morris, Newhard, Oliver, Osborne, Patridge, Payne, Pearce, 
Pendleton, Plumer, Ramsey, Reynolds, Riggs, Roosevelt, 
Sanford, Shields, Simonton, Snyder, stanly, Steenrod, Stratton, 
Sweney, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, Van Buren, 
Weller, Joseph L. White, Christopher H, Williams, Joseph 
L. Williams, and Wood—103. s 

After some conversation upon points of order 


between the SEEAKER and Mr. W. COST JOHN- 
SON, the question was taken upon the second di- 
vision of the Senate’s ‘amendment, (i. e- that which 


| admits of the principle of fractional representation,) 


and it was agreed to—yeas 111, nays 102, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messyrs. Landaf W, Andrews, Sherlock J. Andrews, 
Appleton, Arnold, Aycrigg, Barnard, Barton, Black, Boardman, 
Borden, Briggs, Bronson, Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, 
William Butier, Patrick C, Caldwell, John Campbell, Wiliam 
B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Casey, Chap- 
man, Childs, Juhn C. Clark, Coles, Cranston, Cravens, Cross, 
Cushing, Garrett Davis, Dawson, John C. Edwards, Everett, 
Fessenden, Gamble, Geniry, Wm. O. Goode, Granger, Gwin, 
Habersham, Hali, Holmes, Houston, Howard, Hunter, Hunt, 
J. R. Ingersoll, James. Irvin, William W, Irwin, James, Cave 
Jotnacn, John W. Jones, Lane, Lewis, McKennan, Samson 
Mason, John Thomson Mason, Mathiot, Mathews, Mattocks, 
Maxwell, Mitchell, Moore, Morgan, Morrow, Parmenter, 
Pearce, Pickens, Pope, Powell, Proffit, Benjamin Randall, 
Reed, Rencher, Rheu, Ridgway, Rodney, James M. Russell, 
Saltonstall, Saunders, Shepperd, Shields, Simonton, Slade, Tru- 
man Smith, Sprigg, Stokely, Johu T. Stuart, Sumter, John B, 


and Jobn Yo 
Al 


lack, B ye, 
y, Charles Brow: 


1 Brown, B 
idwell, Calbo: 


Fosier, Thom 
+. Goode, G 

Hays, Hop: J 
Cant Yoh aso m, Andrew Kennedy, John 
P vid, Lowell, Robert McClellan, 
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Owsley. P Pen 


r, Morris, Newharc 
eton, Plumer, Ra 
i Rogers, Roos % 
y, Steenrod, Straton, Alexander 
Sweney, ‘Taliaferro, Foland, Tomlin- 
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N then moved to lay 
on the iable, ta ur that b ht intros 
b Fhis motion was Ie 3——ayes 


att 
hile 


x 


CRsce a new 
93, noes 112 

Mr TROMPON ci Indiana moved a recon. 
sideratizn of the vore adopting tie sccoad d vision 
of ize Senaie’s amendment. Rejecied. 


“gases, by district.) ; 

oo... THE TARIFF BILL. A 
<The House. resdélved itself: into. Committee of 
Ake Whole on the tariff bill; (Mr; McKennan in the. 
hair. 


dist day on, which the tariff was under considera- 
“tion, and he commenced with some.remarks on 
the importance of a speedy disposal of the tariff 
‘question, The credit and ihe business of the coun- 
try were in such a condition, that they should let 
~Hothing else interpose to prevent an carly disposal 
“of it; and the wants of the treasury and the inter- 
-ëšts of the people alike called for a speedy revision 
‘of the tarif. The commercial and manafacturing 
interests were not alone in calling for action. on 
this-sobject: the agricultural interests were alike 
involved in it; aud they had received memorials 
. from the South and the West, and, no longer since 
than this morning from 600 or 700 persons in Vir- 
pinia, asking Congress for a tariff for the protec- 
-sowof domestic manufactures. 

‘He next reviewed the deficient receipts of sev- 
-eral years past, to show, by their inadequacy to 
heet the demands of the Government, that a re- 
“vised tariff was necessary to meet the ordinary ac- 
‘eruing. expenses, and the debts already contracted. 
“Phe chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means had shown that from $26,000,000 to 
` $27,000,000 would be required for the- next. year, 
: pind they had no sort of assurance that they could 
“Pèt on with less; but the present Jaws would not 

produce more than $15,600,000. 

On the subject of home valuation, he said the 
“Committee on Manutactures had received the ies- 
imony of men of different classes, from every por- 
` jon of the Union; and they agreed that the home 
valuation was impracticable. A committee of the 
Senate, which had had this subject under consider- 
‘ ation from an early part of the session, were also 
-Of opinion that it could not answer the purposes 
: for; which. it was intended; and that the only 
mode was to addan ad valorem dety to the in- 
voices. It was the opinion also cf merchants 
throughout the country, that specific duties were 
the most advisable, as then the duties would be 
equal in every portion of the country. 
He commented on the new tariff system of Sir 
: Robert Peel, and entered into some general state- 
“ments of the operation of the proposed tariff under 
discussion, and its probable productiveness on sev- 
: eřal enumerated articles of manufacture, to aid 
the treasury of the nation; and concluded with an 
appeal to the House to pass a measure which was 
alike advantageous to the manufacturing, the nav- 
igating, and the planting interests of the country— 
. £0. the South and the West, as well as to the North 
, and the East—to the poor man, whose business it 
would stimulate, as to lhe manufacturer and the 
merchant, whose capital it would employ. It was, 
in fact, the great question of the country, and of 
ali classes throughout its vast extent, 
Mr. HABERSHAM then got the floor, and said 
that he would yield it for a motion that the 
committee rise; or, as the chairman of the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means was anxious to get up the 
bill in relation to contingencies, he would, if it was 
the pleasure of the House, move to take up that 
bill. (Cries of “Rise, rise.”] Mr. H. then moved 
that the committee rise; which motion was carried: 
ayes 70, noes 60. i 
So the committee rose, and reported progress. , 
Mr. THOMPSON of Indiana moved that the 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole, 
for ihe purpose of taking up the bill reported by 
the Committee of Ways and Means making appro- 
priations for certain contingent expenses of the 
Government. 
_ Mr. WISE moved that the House adjourn: re- 
jected—ayes 68, noces 69. X 
The questicn was tben taken on Mr. Tuomp- 
N's Motion to take up the bil! making appropria- 
is for certain contir gent expeases, and Jost 
52, noes 55. 
Ar: WISE moved that the House adjourn, 


othe apportionment. bill: now: only needs the signa- 

ve of the President to. becomea law. [The number |) 
the House, according to the bill, will be 223- 

“members; and the States 2te-ordered to elect, in all 


a SALTONSTALL had the floor from the 
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Mr, ANDREWS called for the yeas and nays; 
which, being ordered, resulted in yeas 79, nays 78. 
So the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Satorpay, June 18, 1842. mt e 
Mr. GRAHAM presented a petition froni James 


Heron, praying that Congress will extend the time . 


of his patent for certain improvements in the mode 


of constructing railways. He says that, owing to . 


the embarrassments of the country, and the conse- 
quent prevention of the building of railways, he 
has. not been able to realize any profit from his 
patent, and therefore prays that the time for which 
the patent shall run may be extended to 30, in- 
stead of 14 years, as the laws now authorize: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Patents and the Patent 
Office. 

Mr. HENDERSON presented a petition from 
Silas M. Catching, praying that Congress will per- 
mit him to selinquish a certain tract of land erro- 
neously entered, and to enter another tract in: lieu 
thereof: referred to the Committee on Patents and 
the Patent Office. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from 
Berks county, Pennsylvania, praying that Con- 
gress will impose such a tariff of duties as will ef- 
fectually protect American labor; and, also, that 
Congress will repeal that provision of the distribu- 
tion act which inhibits such distribution, if the con- 
sequence will be an increase of duties beyond 20 
per cent: referred to the Committee on Manufac- 
tures. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented a memorial from 
a number of hemp-growers and manufacturers of 
hemp, in the Siate of Kentucky, praying that Con- 
gress, in the adjusument of the tariff, will give pro- 
tection to them, and to all branehes of domestic 
manufactures: referred to the Committee on Claims, 

On motion of Mr. PHELPS, the papers of the 
administrator of Joseph Edson, deceased, late mar- 
shal of the district of Vermont, were ordered to be 
taken from the files of the Senate, and referred to 
the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. HENDERSON, from the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, to which had been referred 
the amendments of the House to the bill confirm- 
ing certain land claims in Louisiana, reported the 
same back, and asked the concurrence of the Sen- 
ate therein. 

Messrs. HENDERSON and CONRAD explain- 
ed the amendments, and Messrs. McROBERTS 
and KING opposed the passage of one of the 
claims—-which, it seemed, involved the quantity of 
3,000 acres of land, purchased of the Indians for 
$100, which the Spanish Government had never 
confirmed. The question was, however, taken, 
the amendments concurred in, and the bill ordered 
to a third reading. 

Oa motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, additional tes- 
timony having been received in support of the 
claim of Thomas B. Parsons, which had been re- 
ported on unfavorably by the Naval Committee, 
the matier was again committed to that com- 
mittee. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, 
to which had been, referred House bill to extend 


- fora limited period the present laws for laying and 


collecting duties on imports, reported the same back 
without amendment. 

Mr. E. said he desired to call the attention of 
the Senate to this bill at as carly aday as possible. 
He gave notice that he would ask its considera- 
tion on Monday next; but if there was any 
probability that the Senate would accede to 
the wishes of the chairman of the Judiciary 
Committee, to take up the bill to provide furiher 
remedial justice in the courts of the United States, 
on Monday next, and that it could be disposed of 
en that day, he would not press the motion ill 
Tuesday. 

Mr. E. also, from the Committee on Finance, re- 
ported back to the Senate, with eertain am: nd- 
ments, the bill from the House making appropria- 
tioas for the support of the army, and-for the mil- 
itary academy at West Point, for the year 1842; 
which were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BERRIEN said, in relation to the inquiry 
of the chairman of the Committee on Finance; 


as to the probability ofthe final disposition of the 
bill to provide farther remedial justice in the United 
States courts, that he must be under the direction 
of the Senate in the disposition of that bill. He, 
however, believed that it was important to the ih- 


terests of the country that the bill should bedis- ` 
pose? of-at an early day; and to secure the.action . 


of the other House on it, no time sbonid be lostin 
disposing of it. He thought it could be passed on 
Monday, if it should be taken up on that-day. 

Mr. PRESTON said that there was great ne» 
eessity that the bill from the Finance Committee, 
above alluded to, should be taken up on Monday 
and acted on. Jt was of more importance than 
any other, matter awaiting the action of the Sen- 
ate. It involved very important considerations, 
under existing matters; and the sooner that we get 
into the discussion of it the better. : 

Mr. PRESTON, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, reported back to the Senate, without 
amendment, the bill to authorize the construction 
of a bridge at Harper’s Ferry. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the bill for the re- 
lief of certain citizens of the counties of Lafayette 
and Henderson, in the State of Arkansas, being 
engrossed, was taken up, read the third time, and 

assed. 

j Mr. SEVIER moved the Senate to take up the 
bill to provide for the satisfaction of the claims 
arising under the 14th and 19th articles of the 
treaty of Dancing Rabbit cree, concluded in Sep- 
tember, 1830. 

Objection having been made, 

Mr. WALKER demanded the yeas and nays on 
the motion, which were ordered; and the question 
being put, it was decided in the affirmative—yeas 
25, nays 10. 

The bill was then taken up as in committee of 
the whole; and several amendments submitied by 
Mr. SEVIER, and one by Mr. PHELPS, to pre- 
vent frauds under the board proposed to be estab- 
lished’ to adjust those claims, were adopted. An- 
other amendment (ealeulated, as was contended 
by Messrs. WALKER, MOREHEAD, and SE- 
VIER, who opposed it, to defeat the end of justice) 
was introduced by Mr. PHELPS. In the discus- 
sion on this amendment, Messrs. SEVIER, MORE- 
HEAD, WALKER, ard LINN, advocated the pas- 
sage of the bill, on the ground that it was due to 
the claimants under the treaty, as a measure of 
even-handed justice. Mr. PHELPS opposed it, be- 
cause frauds might arise under it, and because the 
bill was not sufficiently restrictive to prevent frauds; 
and Mr. HENDERSON opposed it because it was 
too restrictive, and operated unjustly on assignees. 
The amendment pending was not disposed of when, 

On motion of Mr. ARCHER, 

The Senate adjourned. ’ 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Satorpay, June 18, 1842, 

Mr. WHITE of Louisiana expressed his thanks 
to the Speaker for awarding to him the floor, and 
thereby giving bim the privilege of making a mo- 
tion important to civil liberty and ihe nights of 
man; which, he said, were daily compromitted, out- 
raged, and trampled under foot, in this city, by the 
manner of making arrests in cases of debt. It was 
the practice here to hold citizens to bail; or, in de» 
fault thereof, to imprison them, without any evi- 
dence of debt whatever, other than the mere allega- 
tion of the plaintif. As an explanation of the 
general practice, he referred to a particular case— 
that of a gentleman from Louisiana, one of his 
constituents, who, coming here on important busi- 
ness with Congress, had been sued in the court here, 
and required to give bail in the sum of $9,000; for 
which he was now in duress of his liberty—a prison- 
er in the custody of the marshal. Here was the case 
of a stranger in the city, brought here on importe 
ant business with Congress, thrown into close jail, 
without any evidence of debt other than the absurd 
remnants of barbarism cofitained in the declaration 
of the plaintiff, which contained nothing but fiction 
from beginning to end, and nothing by which the 
defendant could knew what ke was sued for. 
There was not even the affitavit of thé plaintiff, 
showing his belief in the justice of his claim. . Mr, 
W. read the writ by which the gentleman was im- 
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risoned, andthe declaration filed by thé plaintiff ’s 

lawyer, the absurdities of which occasioned great 
laughter in the House. To remedy the evil com- 
plained of, Mr, W. begged leave fto introduce a 
bill. to regulate mesne process in Washington coun- 
ty, in the District of Columbia. The bill provides, 

that hereafter no person. shall be imprisoned or 
held to bail in this county, ynless there be an affi- 
davit of the plaintiff, or his agent, proving the jus- 
. tice of the debt. . The seeond section provides that 
any persons now imprisoned without affidavit, or 
sufficient cause of action, shall be set at liberty, 
unless the plaintiff, or his agent, should, in a given 
time, file such affidavit. 

The bill having been read twice— 

Mr. FILLMORE submitted to his friend the 
propriety of referring the bill to the Committee for 
the District of Columbia. A bill of that descrip- 
tien certainly required some consideration. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Indiana said that ths Com- 


mittee for the District of Columbia had already re- ` 


ported a bill to abolish imprisonment for debt in 
the District of Columbia. 

Mr. WHITE was aware that suéh a bill had 
been veported; but it was one that would probably 
lead to much discussion. This bill involved no 
principle that could be objected to; and he thought 
it could be speedily passed. Mr. W. then moved 
a suspension of the rule, for the purpose of putting 
the bill on. its fina! passage. 

The question was put; and the motien to suspend 
the rules was carried. 

Mr. FILLMORE did not understand the propriety 
of legislating for one half the District, which was 
only ten, miles square. 

Mr. WHITE said he had no objection to include 
Alexandria county; though he uaderstood that the 
cruel practice he wished to abolish did not prevail 
on that side of the river. 

Mr. LINN said the gentleman from Louisiana 
was surely mistaken, when he supposed the rights 
of citizens could be violated here without law. He 
supposed that the judges here could grant a writ of 
habeas corpus, and inquire into any false or vex- 
atious imprisonments. 


n: Mr. WHITE said that the habeus corpus had 
nothing to do with the case. He applied to the 
judge of this District in the case of the gentleman 
from Lovisiana, to which he had referred, and was 
informed that he could take no notice of any such 
cases, and could not interfere with the marshal in 
the execution of his duty. 

Mr. WM. W. IRWIN was surprised at the 
opposition that had been made to this bill; and, 
coming from a State where imprisonment for debt 
was abolished, he felt deeply interested init. He 
would propose, at once, to abolish imprisonment 
for debt here, did he not believe that the House 
was not yet prepared for such a measure. As it 
was, he would vote for this bill, in order to remedy 
the cruel injustice in the particular case to which 
allusion had been made. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT objected that there was no 
provision in ibe first section compelling the defend- 
ant to enter his appearance anc defend the suit. 
Mr. R. then moved the previous question; which 


~ Was seconded, an} the main question ordered; 


when 

Mr. HOUSTON cailed for the yeas and nays 
on the main question of engrossment; but they 
were noi ordered. 

The question was then put, and carried—ayes 
76, noes 54, 

The question coming up on the passage of the 
bit— 

Mr. TURNEY asked if it had been engrossed? 

Phe SPEAKER replied in the negative. 

Messrs. TURNEY sad HOUSTON then ob- 
jected to putting the question on the passage of the 
bill at this time. 

The SPEAKER said that the rules were sus- 
pended for the purpose of putting the bi on ts 
passage, and the question must therefore be put. 

The bill was then read the third time; when 

Mr. POWELL, after a few remaiks, moved to 
lay. the bill on the table. i 
_. Mr. WHITE opposed the motion; after wuch, 
the quesiion was taken, and it was rejected. 


Mr, COWEN moved to refer the bill to the . 


Committee for the District of Columbia: rejected. 

Mr. JAMES called for the yeas and nays on the 
question of the passage of the bill; which. were or- 
dered; and, on calling the roll, resulted in yeas 133, 
nays 35. f aAa 7 

YEaS—Messrs. Sherlock J. Andrews, Arnold, Atherton, 

Aycrigg, Barton, Bidiack, Black, Boardman, Borden, Bowne, 
Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, 
William O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Calhoun, William B. 
Campbell, Casey, Chapman, Childs, John C. Clark, Staley 
N. Clarke, Clifford, Coles, Cranston, Cravens, Cross, Cushing, 
Daniel, Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, Dean, Deberry, Doig, 
Eastman, Ferris, Fessenden, John G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, 
Fornance, A. Lawrence Fosier, Gamble, Gentry, Gilmer, Gog- 
gin, Patrick G. Goode, Gordon, Green, Gwin, Habersham, 
Hall, Harris, Houck, Howard, Hubard, Hunter, Hunt, Charles 
J. Ingersoll, James Irvin, William W., Irwin, Jack, Cave 
Johnson, Keim, John P. Kennedy, King, Lane, Littlefield, 
Lowell, Robert McClellan, McKay, McKeon, Marchand, 
Mathews, Maynard, Milier, Mitchell, Moore, Morgan, New- 
hard, Oliver, Osborne, Owsley, Parmenter, Pearce, Pendieton, 
Pickens, Piumer, Frotit, Read, Reding, Rhett, Ridgway, 
Rodaey, Rogers, Rousevelt, William Russell, Sanford, Shaw, 
Shields, Truman Smith, Sprigg, Stariy, Steenrod, Stratton, 
Alexander H. H. Stuart, John T. Stuart, Sweney, Taliaferro, 
John B. Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, 
Toland, Triplet, Underwood, Van Buren, Van Rensselaer, 
Wallace, Washington, Watterson, Edw. D. White, Joseph L. 
White, Jas. W. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Wise, 
Wood, Yorke, and John Young—133. 
. NAYS—Messrs. Birdseye, Patrick C. Caldwell, Chittenden, 
Mark A, Cooper, Cowen, John Edwards, Everett, Filimore, 
Thomas F, Foster, William O. Goode, Hopkins, Joseph R. 
Ingersoll, James, John Thomson Mason, Mattocks, Maxwell, 
Meriwether, Morrow, Patridge, Payne, Powell, Ramsey, Ran- 
dolph, Rayner, Riggs, James M. Russell, Saltonstall, Saunders, 
Shepperd, Simonton, Snyder, Summers, Turney, and Augustus 
Young—35, 

So the bill was passed. 

The bill from the Senate for the reljef of Charles 
H. Atherton was passed. l 2 

Oa motion of Mr. FILLMORE, thé House took 
up the navy appropriation bill, with: the amend- 
ments of the Senate thereto; and, on his motion, 
the amendments were ordered to be printed. 

After some conversation between Messrs. FILL- 
MORE and WISE as to the committee to which 
the bill and amendments should be referred, a mo- 
tion was made that they be referred to the Com- 
mitiee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN said he wished to of- 
fer a resolution of inquiry into the reasons for 
making the increase in the amendments of the 
Senate. He thought it was due to the House that 
it should know the grounds for the additional ap- 
propriation. < 

Here Mr. FILLMORE rose to a question of or- 
der, but was overruled. 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN said he would sug- 
gest to the Committee on Naval Affairs to bring in 
a statement, showing the amount which would be 
required to keep the vessels now in commission in 
service until the end of the year. At present, the 
House was in thedark. If the chairman of the 
committee could not furnish the information, he 
should offer a resolution, calling upon the Secre- 
tary of the Navy fora statement of the amounts 
expended and required. 

Mr. BURNELL moved that the Committee on 
Naval Affairs be instructed to report an amerd- 
meat to the bill, providing for an examination of 
the naval apprentices, and the appointment ofsuch 
as may be found io be meritorious, on account of 
iheir moral and intellectual qualities, to the post o 
midshipmen. Mr. B. addressed the House fo 
some time in favor ef the instructions he had 
moved, Heasked if it was proper that apprentices 
should not be considered good enough to be put 
upon an equality with the sons of other Americans. 
He complained that the navy was in the hands of 
the rich. In the large district which he represented, 
it had been imposcible to obtain an appointment in 
the navy. i 

Here Mr. &. MASON rose to a question of or- 
der, whieh was overruled. 


Bir. BURNELL then proceeded, after remark. 


itg thai as he did not trouble the House cfien, he 
hoped he would be atteaded to. About four years 
since, an application was made from his ¢istrict— 
a district whose shipping amounted to 200,600 
ions, and whose seamen to 17,000—'or th: 


appointment of a young man to the post o` 


midshipman, Year efier year the app'ication was 
pressed, until the yourg man was ioo old, and 
then he wes told it was too late. He, wouid 
say to ihe poor that, whatever others might do, 


mananaia aaen eaan 
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their right should be. heärd upon ‘that floor... He 
would plead for the rights of the boys. who entered 
the navy, not at the cabin windows,.but on the 
bows, and who would make the best commanders 
to bear the meteor flag of the nation. It had been 
said that to encourage these apprentice boys would 
break down ihe “pride” of the bavy—as if they 
would not be the pride of their country. He asked 
that they might have a chance fcr distinction, and 
not be always confined to their humble position. 

Mr. PROFFIT thought the remarks of the gen- ` 
tleman from Massachusetts unnecessary, and de- 
nied that apprentices were prohibited from. becom- 
ing midshipmen. There were at present 5,000 ap- 
plieations for midshipmen’s warrants. Yet, al- 
though the State of Massachusetts had more. than 
her share, the gentleman [Mr. BurneLL] had com- 
piained that one young man from his district was 
not appointed. What was the effect of the elos 
quent speech made by the gentleman? It was to 
create distinctions between the rich and the poor. 
It was ultra-radical Locofocoism. ln- saying so, 
he did not intend to:apply the term to any gen» 
tleman or party in the House. [Laughter,] Gen- 
tlemen might; but they knew not the raean- 
ing of the word locofoco. “Mr. P. then gave his 
definition of a Locofoco, whom he considered asa 
dissatisfied, discontented individual, willing and 
ready to tear down all government, in the hope 
that something would turn up to bis own advan- 
tage. He thought there were Whig-Locofccos as 
well as Van Buren Locofocos—men who were 
always telling the people that they were badly 
treated. f 

He defended the naval-apprentice system as at 
present organized. He said that recruiting offi- 
cers had told him that boys were enlisted because” 
they were so bad that their parents could do noth- 
ivg with them. Yet genilemen insisted upon telle 
ing these bad boys—put in the navy as the only 
hope of making any thing of them—in advance, 
that they were to be officers at all events. ; 

Mr. P. stated that be himself knew of three in- 
stances where apprentices had been appointed mide 
shipmen. Notwithstanding the prejudices attempt. 
ed to be created against the army and navy, every 
boy from his own State who had been appointed 
either to West Point or the navy was poor. 

Mr. ADAMS remarked, that the gentleman 
from Indiana, as he-understood him, declared that 
Massachusetts had a disproportionate number of 
officers in the navy. ; 

Mr. PROFFIT had made his statement from 
the table read to the House by the gentleman from 
Kentucky [Mr. Unpzawoopj some days since. 

Mc. ADAMS inquired how many post-captains 
there were from Mi:sacuusetts. 

Mr. PROFFIT said he did not know; but Mas- 
sachuseits had more than her share of officers. > 

Mr. ADAMS said the gentleman had changed 
bis position, Would he tell the House the propor- 
tion between the sailors from Massachusetts and 
Indiana? 

Mr. PROFFIT sail Indiana was an inland 
State, and it could not be expected that she would 
have so many sailors as Massachusetts. He did 
not care if Massachusetts had all—both officers 
and men—provided they were good. i 

Mr. ADAMS wished to know how many post- 
captains? eee 

Mr. PROFFIT said there were but two midship- 
men and ene officer in the civil service from Indi- 
ana. Yetladiana was entitled, by the new cene 
sas, to as many as Massacbuseiis. 

Mr. ADAMS then said that his State had not 
che post-captsin in the navy, although she fur- 
nished four-fifiss of the seamen. The State of 
Virginia, however, had nine po:t-captains. Here 
the conversation between Messrs. P. and A. drop- 
ped; and 

Mr. McKEON obtzined the floor, and thanked 
the gentleman frem Marsachusets [Mr. Burnett] 
for bringing the subject of the naval-appreniice 
syxem before the Howe. He complained of the 
rule according to wh ch the ay prentices could only 
be sppointed mid hip nen for tae most extraordt 
naty services. If anythi gie the world was aris- 
tociacy, it was this, Tae apprentices were told, 
“You are of one class, and you must remain in 


“thal class.” Hë knew apprentices in the navy as 
‘well-educated and; -if genilemen ‘pleased, as well 
bern, as most of the midshipmen. 
“youths, because they belonged to this ‘class, wére 
“only “enabled to reach the post of boatswain’s 
“mate, as the highest honor that could be bestowed 
-upon them. He (Mr. McK.) would imitate the 
policy of Napoleon, in promoting merit from what- 
"ever rank it might be found.’ He saw no’hing 
“wrong in telling tnese apprentices ‘thal the bighest 
„honors wight one day be conferred upon them. 
` He wished, in the vote upon the resolution, to see 
who would tell the sailor that he might become, 
"in the natura), and not the extraordinary s‘ate of 
“things, a post-captain, : 
“ Lhe naval apprentices were not sons of members 
- ` of Congress. Many of them were friendless and 
homeless, and had no one to intercede for them 
with the authorities of the country. If he had the 
~power, he would break down the aristocratic spirit, 
inthe navy, or refuse one centto it. He did not 
wish its benefits or burdens to fall upon any one 
class exclusively. < At present, however, if an ap- 
prentice applied for a. midshipman’s warrant, the 
very fact ibat he was such operated against him. 

Here Mr. WISE denied this statement; and, af- 
ter.some conversation between himself and Mr. 
McKEON— _ 

Mr. C: BROWN said he would state a fact. A 

young man wrote to him from on board the “ Con- 
stitution,” asking for a midshipman’s warrant, and 
enclosed: a recommendation from a latge nuam- 
bef of the’ members of thë Pennsylvania 
Legislature, “Supposing, from the fact that 
the young man wrote on board the ship, that 
he’ wes an apprentice, he so stated to the 
‘Secretary of the Navy, who informed him, by 
letter, that the appoiutment could not be conferred 
On an apprentice. Afterwards, he went to see the 
Secretary, who entered into an argument to prove 
that the service would be piejudiced by holding out 
hopes of promotion to the apprentices, These 
were facts; he cared not for rules which might be 
‘adopted by the Secretary of the Navy. The ap- 
prentices were put on board of receiving ships, and 
made to splice ropes, and do all other work which 
might be put upon them; whilst the young midship. 
man was putin an elegant hall, with every comfort 
around, and accomplished professors to teach him 
the several branches of knowledge, 

Mr. McKEON said his colleague, who sat near 
him, could testify to the truth of these facts. He 
then defended himself and his colleagues from the 
charge of demolition, or of demolishing the insti. 
tions of the country. There was a “gonileman 
preaching to them what locofocoism was, and he 
(Mr, McKeon) would tell them what it was. It 
was that doctrine which held the poor and the 
rich to be equa'——perfecily equal. Because the 
parents may have been unfortunate, the son should 
not, necessarily, be made to enter where “fashion 
sparkles'in the halls of light.’ Tt was the spirit 
of aristocracy against which he warred; and he as- 
ferted that they would break down the navy unless 
they popularized it more. The Spirit of our insti- 
tations was essentially democratic; the anatomy of 
the system was democratic, bet ihe fibres were 
monarchical and aristocratic. It was said that 
they could not have en army and a navy unless 
they had gentemen tor their officers; and that they 
could not have gentlemen, aaless they paid for 
them. But let them take care that they did not era. 
ale a spirit adverse to the navy, Were not ail in- 
terested in the army and the navy, and in their 
weifare and glory? 

Mr. WISE desired permission to make an ex. 
planation, and he could satisfy the gentleman, and 
recouciie tbe statement he had made with the letter 
of ibe Secretary of the Navy. For years prior to 
1801, there was great difficulty, as now, in enlist. 
ing common seamen for the United States Service; 
and the great object had been to adopt some sys- 
tem by iaw, by which te navai service would 
be régiuiied of common sailors; and anether, by 
which officers would be ubiained, The sysiem by 

“which the common sailors were to be procured, 
asthe apprenticeship sysem; and if the genile 
from New! York-and from Peansylvania had 
law of 1837, they wonldsee that, ifthere was 


Yet. these - 


àny aristocracy ia ihe system, it was found in the 
act af Congress.. The act of the 2i March, 1837, 


- made it lawful to enlist boys for the navy, in which 


they should sèrve until they were 21 years of age; 
and it was supposed that, after being bred to that 
‘service until 21 years of age, they would then go 
to it as-a matter of course for a living, and thus 
the difficulty of obtaining men would be removed. 
Aedso far the system had worked beautifuily; they 
had from 1,200 to 1,500 boys preparing to become 
the seamen of the navy, and were educated to do 


that which these aristocratic advocates would not 


let them do; they learned to rattle the ropes. i 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN. I would have th 
officers learn that too. 

Mr. WISE. They were taught to ratile the 
ropes, instead of being put to study Vattel and La 
Piace, mathematics, and navigation. This country 
must have sailors for its navy and for the mer- 
chant-service; but some of these Jack Cades would 
have them all officers—captains, commodores, or 
admirals (if any should be permitted)—and no sail- 
ors. They might thus have an admiral, but not an 
admirable navy. When the law of 1837 was 
passed, it was not thought anti-democratic or atis- 
tocratic to educate men to be sailors; they looked 
upon sailors as respectable men, and they wished 
to make them more so, by taking them when 
young—while no bad habits were formed—and put 
them under strict discipline, io fit them to defend 
the flag of the country as long as they had one on 
the ocean. But this was to be done voluntarily; 
there was to be no impressment; guardians and 
parents were required to give their consent; and 
the boys were to be over thirteen and under seven- 
teen year: of age, and they were bound to serve 
until they were twenty-one. Thus the geatleman 
would see why the Secretary of the Navy wrote the 
letter which had been referred to. Before promo- 
tion could be made, the apprenticeship must be 
cancelled; and therefore the Secretary was bound 
to tell the gentleman that an apprentice could not 
be made a midshipman. But there was nothing in 
the law which said that an apprentice boy should 
not be promoted after his term of service expired; 
hor was there anything which said that he might 
not be released from his indentures, if there was 
extraordinary merit discovered in him; but the Sec- 
retary was hound to write that, while the indentures 
of apprenticeship“ were in force, the apprentice 
could not be promoted. This was ail so plain and 
obvious, that he could not elaborate it further, 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. CuaRLes 
Brown] toid them some time ago that he had been 
the captain of a small coaster; but he might have 
been the captain of such a vessel, and know no 
more of a man-of-war than a hog knows of a 
holyday. Wonild they pat ail their apprentices to 
study mathematics, and languages, international 
law, navigation, naval construction, and the higher 
branches of the mathematics? What time would 
these boys have to learn to climb the ropes, if they 
were to be taught all these things? And what 
would be the expense to the country, if, instead of 
a school for sailors, they kept up a schuol for lin- 
guists and mathematicians? The country conld 
not bear the expense of giving this education to 
from twelve to fifteen hundred boys, whose núm- 
bers he hoped to see increased to eight or ten thou- 
sand. Aud what portion of that number could be 
made midchipmen? Not one-ienth. And if they 
took, for instance, a boy from Nentucket, and 
made a midsbipman of him, how many of the 
other boys might say, “I ain as good as Tom Nan- 
tucket or Henry Nantueket.” If, then, the twelve 
or fifteen hundred should all apply, they could not 
all be appointed; and becessarily great discontent 
and dissatisfaction would be created. They were 
bound, then, as were the best of our emocrats in 
private life, who were apprenticed to the wade of 
a shcemaker or a blackemith until they were 
twenty one. The Searetary was right, then, when 
he said they wou'd ruin the apprenticeship system 
if they allowed politica! favoritism, or any other 
influence, to disturb it for the purpose of making 
them widshipmen. He (Mr. W.) stood up for the 
trae democratie principle of no distinetions. Why, 
there was a sailor now—~a boatswain-on board 
the Missouri or the Mississippi, who served under 


every successful captain ot the last war; and he 
served now, with his head white as the driven 
snow, a living monument of the naval vie- 
tories of the United States. There was another 
who had served seventeen years under Decatur, 
and he was now no higher than a master’s 
mate, and all his life a sailor, and all his life such. 
a sailor as suited a Decatur for a commander. 
There hé stood now, asking them humbly to give 
him some extra pay; and some boys who were got 
from the clouds, or from the sewers of Philadele 
phia, pat under the apprenticeship system to keep 
them out of the haunts of vice, or the house of cor- 
rection, they were asked to put over that man’s 
head.: If these gentlemen were for promoting 
sailors—in the name of justice, in the name of merit, 
why not take up those old men and promote them? 
When he was on board the Mississippi the other 
day, captains, and lieutenants, and midshipmen, 
came to him as the chairman of the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, to get him to use any influence he 
had to get some promotion for an old sailor who 
had been a father to them all, He (Mr. Wise) 
cheerfully promised to use his influence to obtain 
the boon of a transfer, and that he be sent to some 
light-house as an easier post, or to a navy-yard, that, 
at the age of seventy years, he should not suffer 
amidst the war of the elements on the ocean. Now, 
if gentlemen would get up and ask that this well- 
tried sailor should be promoted, there would be 
some rhyme and reason in that; but it was not rea- 
sonable to ask that their striplings, whether of rich 
or poor parents, under the apprenticeship system, 
before they bad learned to climb the masts of a 
ship, should be put above the heads of these old 
Sailors. The practice which the gentlemen were 
recommending was indeed a beautiful practice. 
Why, they would not only disappoint and grieve 
the youthful companions of the apprentices they 
might promote, but they would mortify and disgust 
the old sailors who were war-worn in their service, 
It was demagoguism, which would lead to the worst 
possible results, £ 
Mr. CLIFFORD proposed some question to the 
gentleman from Virginia, which was not heard at 
the reporter’s desk. ` 
Mr. WISE, in reply, said he had said no such 
thing; he spoke but his own sentiments. He said no 
such thing as that they should be siripped of their 
compensation; he said, if they bound themselves to 
Serve, the Jaw required them to serve until they 
were twenty-one years old; and he said further, 
thar the law ought never to be repeaied, for they 
never could fill the navy with the right sort of 
sailors, until they educated them. The sailor 
followed an. honorable Calling, and no man ought 
to turn up his nose at the seaman, and say that the 
life to which the boys were bound by their parents 
and guardians was not good enough forthem. The 
parents and guardians of the boys were the per- 
sons to judge; and gentlemen might as well argue 
against the apprenticeship system in civil life, for 
there was no difference between them. Suppose a 
boy bound to learn the “art, trade, and mystery’? 
of shoemaking, or of a blacksmith: and then got 
up with a wisk for promotion in life; and with that 
view, wished to cancel his indentures: would the 
gentleman insist that, unless the master consented, 
the law must not rule that the indentures were 
binding? Were they to have it set up that ap- 
prenticeships were anti-democratic? Were gen- 
tlemen going to tell the world that men were not to 
be allowed to be Shoemakers and blacksmiths? 
The sailor’s life, he insisted, was a respectable life; 


and ro was the blacksmith’s and the shoemaker’s. , 


I: was the man, and noi the occupation, that made 
the buman being respectable. ‘This: country re- 
quired blacksmiths; the business of blacksmith re- 
quired an apprenticeship; and the navy of the 
Uuited States and the mercheant-service of the 
United States required an apprenticeship;—not a 
forced—not a compulsory; but a free apprentice- 
ship, with the consent of the patents and guardians, 
during the minority of the boy. 

Mr. FILLMORE augeested to the gentleman 
from Virginia the propriety of bringing the debate 
to a close, 

Mc. WISE said he was abou! to apologise for en- 
tering so much into the question of the aristocracy 


or the democracy of the navy; for. this was not the 
place to’ argue-sueh‘a question.” ‘Phe true question: 
being; simply,-one of reference~-whether this bill, 

- with the ämeñdments of the Senate, shall be re- 
ferred to` the -Committeé on Naval Affairs. His 
friend from Massachusetts had moved to instruct 
the committee to amend, by providing that, hereaf- 
ter, apprentices may be promoted to the office of 
midshipmen. But an appropriation bill was not 
the proper place to bring in a provision of that sort. 
There was the law of 1837; and, if the gentieman 
chose, he could make an amendment to that law. 
But they knew there were many difficulties atiend- 
ing an alteration of a law by an appropriation bill. 
Appropriation bills had been construed. to be in 
force only twelve months; and, therefore, to amend 
laws by appropriation bills, would lead to difficul- 
ties interminable. He would suggest to the gen- 
tleman to withdraw it; if not, he would move the 
previous question upon it. He hoped the bill would 
be referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs; and 
they should then have the opportunity to judge 
whether this thing was proper to be done; and, next, 
whether this bill was the proper bill by which to do 
it. He then moved the previous question. 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN appealed to the gen- 
tleman from Virginia to withdraw the motion for 
the previous question; and not, by such a motion, 
to cut off gentlemen from a reply who had been 
individually attacked by—- 

Mr. WISE. The gentleman well knows I made 
no attack, , i 

Mr. C. BROWN. The gentleman talked about 
the children botn in the sewers of Philadelphia. 

Mr. WISE. I did not say that. 

Mr. C. BROWN. You did. 

‘Mr. WISE. I did not. 

Mr. C. BROWN. You did; and I ask only ten 
minutes to show that up in its proper light. 

Some conversation then ensued on the effect of 
the previous question, aud on the proper course of 
proceeding; in which Messrs. CAVE JOHNSON, 
EVERETT, FILLMORE, WISE, BURNELL, 
the SPEAKER, and others, took part. 

Mr. WISE said, to remove all difficulties, he 
would withdraw his motion fer the previous ques- 
tion... He then moved that the bill be referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union; and on that he moved the previous ques- 
tion. i 

The previous question was sustained by the 
House, and tke motion was agreed to. 


TOE TARIFF. \ 


Mr. FILLMORE moved that the House resolve É 


itself into a Committee of the Whole on the state/ 
of the Union. \ f 

Mr. COWEN said it would be his duty. to call 
the attention of the House to the consequences 
the bills on the private calendar, if this motiga 
should prevail. ‘There were then a large umber 
of bills waiting engrossment. \ 

The vote was then taken, but a quorum did ot 
vote, i 

Mr. FILLMORE calied for the yeas and fays, 
but afterwards changed it to a call for tellers, who 
were ordered; and Messrs. Brack and Barron 
were appointed, The tellers reported 82 in the 
affirmative, and 65 jn the negative; the louse, 
therefore, resolved itself into a-Committee of the 
Whole (Mr. McKennan in the chair) on the bill 
“to provide revenue from imports, and to change 
and modify regulations imposing duties on imports, 
and for other purposes.” i 

The state of the question is this. 
ing item (No 1) of the bill being under 
tion: 
` “Be ii enacted, §c., That from and after the 30th day of June 
next, in lieu of the duties now imposed by law on the articles 
hereinafter mentioned, and on such as may now be exempt from 
duty, there shall be levied, collected, and paid, the fellowing du 
verte On woot nn Ganwliclated the value whereof at the Jast 
port or place from whence exporiedto the United Sates shall cx- 
ceed eight cents per pound, shail be levied a duty of thirty per 
cent. ad valorem.” 

Mr. SALTONSTALL had moved to strike out the 
said item, and insert in lieu thereof a portion of 
the bill reported from the Committee on Manufac- 
tures. : 

{Nore.—This motion embraced ihe whole of that bill, with 
the following modifications: 


T 


ne follow- 
considera- 


‘tieth day of July” were substituted for the words 


In the firstitem of the propesed amendment, the words “thir- 
“thirtieth day 

of June,” : 
And the fast section, 
stricken out: f 
Sec, 9. And be it further enacted, Thatif any person shall, 


which is in the following words, was 


knowingly and wilfully, with intent to defraud the revenue of - 


the United States, smuggle, or clandestiuely introduce into the 
United Siates, any goods, wares, or merchandise subject to duty 
by law, and which should have been invoiced, without paying 
oraccounting for the duly, or shall make out or pass, or at- 
tempt to pass, through the custom-house, any false, forged, or 
fraudulent invoice, every such person, his, her, or their aiders 
and abettors, shall be deemed guilty ofa misdemeanor, and, on 
conviction thereof, shall be liable toa fine or imprisonment, or 
both;-the fine not to exceed five thousand dollars, or the im- 
prisonment two years.] 


Mr. Hasersnam had moved to amend the 
amendment by inserting, in lieu thereof, after the 
words “Be jt enacted,” &c., the bill which bad 
heretofore been reported by him from the minority 
of the Committee on Manufactures. 


Mr. WALLACE asked the gentleman from 
Georgia, [Mr. Hapersnam,] who was entitled to 
the floor, to give way for a motion to postpone the 
consideration of this bill, that they might take up 
another. He was understood to designate the bill 
making appropriations for the Indian department. 

There were objections from various parts of the 
House, and the gentleman’s request was not com- 
plied with. 

Mr. HABERSHAM commenced by a refer- 
ence to the great labor he had undergone in coliect- 
ing and investigating facts in order to come toa 
correct understanding of the subject, and complain- 
ed of the injustice of the one-hour rule, which requir- 
ed him to give the results of his investigations in one 
hour, or to pass them over ina slight or hurried 
manner. Under these circumstances, he had writ- 
ten out a speech, which he begged the House would 
consider as if it had been delivered, and which he 
would tender to the reporters, with all its accompa- 
nying deeuments and references, for publication. 
[Cries of “Agreed, agrecd.”] Having thus disposed 
of the speech, which he should have delivered had 
he not been prevented from doing so by the rule 
lately adopted, he would now proceed, in the limited 
time allowed him, to address a few remarks to the 
committee, made up from the speeches and remarks 
of oiher gentlemen. The most objectionable fea- 
tures which he found in this bill were the specific 
duties and the principle of minimums, upon which 
Mr. H. entered into an argument of some length 
to show the inequality and injustice cf these pro- 


visions, In the course of this part of his remarks, he 
‘quoted a report of Mr. Apams, made at the Ist 


session of the 26:h Congress, containing a powerful 
argument against the miaimum principle as well as 
specific duties; the substance of which was, that 
they prevent revenue, by excluding to that ex ent 
foreign importations; secondly, that they deceive 
the pecple; and, thirdly, make the man wko uses 
coarse manufactures pay a higher duty than that 
paid by the men who consumes the finest and cost- 
liest articles. In this bill Mr. F, said that that un- 


just principle was carried to a great extent on a | 


good many articles. Tor instance, on the article 
of sugar. On the coarse kind of sugar, the gaty 
would be one hundred per cent.; while on the finer, 
it wouid amount to about thirty per cent. On carpets 


which cost comparatively liie, the duty would be | 


higher than on Turkey or ingrained carpeting. 
Mr. H. deprecated the effects that would be pro- 
duced by ibis bill, and foretold the great dissatisfac- 
tion with which it would be received throughout 
the country, by the great body of consumers. The 


best policy, ke contended, for this country, would 


now making in E 
a the selfish and 


ed the app 


one hour, in 
Hes, ike copia 
to redeem them 
beld them. T 
of viclating a sclemn insirsment of compromise. 
He should, however, speak to but one bill, because 
the oiher had been introduced by the committee 
without apy report or recommenda‘ion of its prin- 
cipirs. : 

He thought Congress should have nothing to do 


from the abhorrence in which he 


hey both had the obnoxious purpose | 


— 


` was increased, the manufactorics 


With the -question of increasing the duties at the 
present session; and to take it up for the purpose 
of a general revisal, ard the imposition of duties 
higher than 20 per cent., he held ‘to be an act of. 
legislative perfidy. 

He would not refer to the various patty striggles 
on the tariff. In evéry instance, however, until’ 
1833, the principle cf protection bad. triumphed. 
In 1833, the burdens became so cnerous as to 
cause almost a state of revolution. The compro- ~ 
mise was passed, and the high duties brought 
down. Protection had now become odious, and 
many. who onceadvocated it, now merely expressed , 
themselves for a tariff for revenue, though in dis- 
guise for protection. 

He referred to the remarks made by Mr. Clay, 
when the compromise was entered into. He te-. 
minded the numerous followers.of Mr. Clay of the 
principles then asserted by that leader, and said he 
would hold him and his party bound to carry them 
out at this time. The Senate gallery shouted when 
the compromise was accepted; the country shout- 
ed; and he thought every man in the South might 
call the 30th of June the happiest day of his life. 
Some of the distinguished men of the country then 
anticipated a failure to comply with the provisions 
of the act on the part of some of the States. He 
read from the speech of Gov. Joha Davis, then in 
the Senate, declaring that it might not be complied 
with. Henry Clay replied to the objections of 
Gov. Davis, andasked what man would dare to 
start up and advocate’ a disturbance of this great 
guaranty of peace and harmony. He would not 
apply the remarks of Mr. Clay to any gentlemen — 
who had addressed the House. They might read 
the remarks of their leader, and make the applica- 
lion themselves. 

He alluded to the land bill of the extra session, 
in which an amendment had been introduced in 
order to get it passed. Then, the respect showed 
the compromise act was very great. No one. 
thought of disturbing it. Now, however, the party _ 
kere would not allow the compromise act to remain ` 
in operation a single month. They cried out, they 
knew not how the compromise would work—the 
Tyler Administration would godown under it—the - 
wheels of Government be stopped. They now 
proposed to violate their own faith, which Mr. 
Clay said no honorable man would dare to violate. 

The chairman of the Commitiee of Ways and 
Means had denominated his bill a revenue measure. 
Not so with the chairman of the Committee on . 
Manufactures. He was more bold, and too candid 
fo style his measure a revenue bill. No one could . 
doubt that both bills were for the purpose of pros ` 
tection, He spoke of the construction of the Com. < 
mittee on Manufactures—nearly ail of whom were 
from the Norh—bet two from the South—and 
himself alone from the great West, Hie gave a 
history of the progress of the bills between tie two 
committees and the Secretary of the Treasury. ` 
The geatleman from Massachusetts [Mr. SALTON- 
STALL] regretted that the ITouse would not allow 
him to send for persons and papers before the coms 
mittee. The fact was, there was no need of wit 
nesses. ‘Phey swarmed around the commit ee-. 
room like iorusts—all of them interested manufac- 
turers. Although tbe House passed a resolution 
saying that the testimony of interested persons 
shonld not be taken, the committee re/nsed to take 
any other, and made their statements from the rep- 
resentations of men whose very bread depended _ 
upon the answers they gave. ; 

He replied to the argument, that, unless the tariff 

would go down. 
He thought many of them 5 2 wa, and 
never should have existed. He spoke of the strong 
passion for novelty at the North, which caused 
men to underte which might 
be invented in Earove, without regard to suitabie- 
ness cf the country, the price of labor, or any other 
consideration. RMen were not offen satisfied with 
hard toil, but attempted to get thelr living by hand- 
ioraft inventions. He thought there were too many 
inventions in this country to pamper luxury, and 
make our people crave after enjoyments not thcugkt 
of by their fathers. 

He was notan enemy to usefol manufactures, but 
thought that, ina country like the United States, 


where raw materials were so cheap, water-power.so. 
abundant, and taxes on real property so low, it was 
e ingly singular if the manufacturers could not 
süstai iid, of ; 
or twenty-five per cent. He related numerons 
anecdotes in illustration. of. tbe doctrines and prin- 
ciples which be advocated. After he had concluded 
his remarks by the‘operation of the one-hour rule— 

‘Mr. RANDOLPH. obtained the floor; and; on 
ion, the committee rose and reported pio- 


| Move to go into Committee of the 
ó bill for the: relief. of sufferers by 


French spoliations prior to 1801. 


The SPEAKER laid before the. House commu- ` 


nications from the State, War, and Navy Depart- 
ments, in answer to resolutions of the House ; 
which were ordered to be printed.’ 

Also, a message from the President, transmit- 
ting farther documents and reports in relation to 
- the New York cusiom-house. 

The House then adjourned, 


IN SENATE. 
Monnay, June 20, 1842. 

‘The PRESIDENT pro tem, laid before the Sen- 
atea communication from the Secretary of Siate, 
showing the necessity of making an appropriation 
to. pay the expenses which will be necessarily in- 
curred in distributing the Compendium of the 
Sixth Census, which the Postmaster General has 
decided cannot be transmitted threugh the mail, 
under the existing laws. 

“On motion of Mr. EVANS, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

“Mr. CHOATE presented a memorial from. the 
city of New York, in favor of a liberal approprja- 
tion for the support of the naval service: laid on 
the table. 

Mr. GRAHAM presented the petition of Daniel 
Murray, praying compensation for extra services 
as a mail contractor; which was referred to the 

_ Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. CONRAD presented a memorial from A. 
B. McNair and Charles Vorsley, praying the reim- 
bursement ef a certain sum of money paid by them 
for the purchase ot land from the Government of 
the United States, for which (on account of inaccu- 
racy jn the surveys) they can obtain no patent, or 
the privilege of locating other lands in lieu thereof; 
which was referred “to the Comittee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. BAYARD presented a memorial from citi- 
zens of the county of Newcastle, Delaware, pro- 
testing against the annexation of Texas to the 
Union: ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. McROBERTS, the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads was discharged 
from the consideration of the memorial of William 
A. Reavis, praying compensation for carrying the 
mail on ceitain routes in Alabama, on the ground 
that that committee had been informed by the Post- 
master General that his accounts had been settled, 
and the balance due him was subject to his order. 

On motion of Mr. PHELPS, the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims was discharged from the 
further consideration of the petition of Ephraim 
Whitaker, and he had leave to withdraw his peti- 
tion. 

THE BANKRUPT LAW. 

Mr. BENTON, agreeably to notice heretofore 
given, asked leave to introduce a bil! to repeal the 
bankrupt law of 1841. 

The CHAIR had great doubt whether the bill 
could be introduced, except by a vote of two-thirds 
of the Senate. Since notiee had been given by 
the Senator from Missouri [Mr. Benton] of his 
intention to ask lerve, he had examined the rule. 

Mr. BENTON said he had given ten days’ no- 
tice. 

The CHAIR said the joiat rule also seemed to 
contemplate a vote oftwo thirds. He read the rule 
as.follows: “When a bill or resolution which has 
been passed in cne House, shail be rejected ia the 

‘other, it. shall not be brought in daring the same 
Session, without a notice of ten days, and leave of 
pe ia aa of that House ia which it shall be ne- 
n 


n themselves by, the aid ofa duty of twenty. 


Mr ADAMS gave notice that on Saturday nèxt. 


-M ggain remarked that he had given 
he requisite notice: . : > 
. Mr. -BERRIEN. remarked that it. appeared by 


E ‘the rule that a vote of two-thirds was necessary to 
grant permission to bringin the bill, and he ihere-. 


fore demanded the:yeas and nays; which were or- 


‘dered.’ >. 


Mr. BENTON desired, as he would like to say 


‘something upon. the sutject, that the question might 
‘be: permiited. to lie over til to-morrew. Acqui- 
t eseed in, rc i ler i s 


The following resolation, introduced by Mr. 
ALLEN on Friday last, came up in-its order: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
-Feport to the Senate, as soon. as practicable— 

1. The amount ofthe public debt on the 4th of March, 1841, 
-including the treasury notes then outstanding, with the other 
items of such debts, eae 

2, The amount of treasury notes issued since the 4th of 


March, 1841, under acts passed prior to that date. 


3. The amount of treasury notes issued since the 4th of 
March, 1841, under the acts passed since that date, 

4. The amount of treasury notes now outstanding. i 

5, The amount of treasury notes authorized to be issued by 
acts passed since the 4th of March, 1841, but which have notas 
yet been issued. chee N . . 

6. The amount of public debt at this time, including treasury 
notes now outstanding, with the other items of such debt. 

7. The amount of loans authorized by acts passed since the 
4th of March, 1841, A 

8. The amount of loans obtained under acts passed since the 
4th of March, 1841, with the interest thereon. 

_% The amount of income actually received from all sources 
since the 4th of March, 1841, with the particular amount from 
each source. : 

10, The amount of appropriations by acts passed prior to the 
4th of March, 1841, and unexpended at that date. 

Al. The amount of appropriations by acts passed since the 4th 
of March, 1841. f y 

12. The amount of money now actually in the treasury. 

13. The amount of appropriations estimated and recom- 
mended by the Executive Departments since the 4th of March, 
1841, 


.14.. The amount of the increase of the taxes, in all forms, im- 

posed by acis of Congress passed since the 4th of March, 1841. 
15. The amount of increase of taxes, in all forms, recom. 

mended by the Treasury Department since the 4th of March, 


‘And that he be directed to arrange the above amounts in 
tabular form, by their several kinds, dates, and amounts. 

Mr. ALLEN said it was a true, resolution of 
inquiry, and he hoped it would be permitted to pass 
without discussion, and thata direct vote would 
be taken upon it, 

Mr. EVANS objected to its adoption, on the 
ground that nearly all the information called for 
could be had by any Senator if he would refer to 
the reports and documents transmitted to Congress 
at the last and present sessions. One part of the 
resolution was similar to the resolution introduced 
by the Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. Woop- 
BURY] a few days ago, calling for information of 
the amount of loan, under the late law, taken up. 
That part of the resolution was extremely objec- 
tionable at this time, pending the negotiations for 
the loans, 

Mr. ALLEN said it was true, as stated by the 
Senator from Maine, [Mr. Evans,] that much of the 
information called for had been communicated to 
Congress in the numerous reports and documents, 
and could be collected from them; but it could only 
be done after laborious investigation. He (Mr. 
A.) believed that in the Treasury Department all 
the matter was so collected as to require no great 
labor or Jength of time to prepare a report in 
tabular form, (which would only make four or five 
pages,) for the use of Congress. It was impor- 
tant. that Congress should, when about to pass upon 
large appropriations, have the infoymation the re- 
solution called for, in a condensed and comprehen. 
sive form, He hoped the Senator from Maine 
(Mr. Evans] would acquiesce in his wishes, and 
permit the resolution to be passed. If the Senate 
should refase the call, he would acquiesce; but he 
would reserve to himself the right to comment on 
that action which would go to suppress informa- 
tion. Mr. A. demanded the yeas and hays on the 
adoption of the resolution, which were ordered; 
and the question being put, the resolution was re- 
jected—yeas 16, nays 22, as follows: 

XEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Cuthberi, Fulton, 
King, Linn, McRoberts, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tap- 
pan, Walker, Wilcox, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—i6. 

Na¥S—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clayton, Conrad, Crafis, Crittenden, Evans, Graham, 


Henderson, Huntington, Mangum, Merrick, Morebead, Phelps, 
Preston, Smith of Indiana, White, and Woodbridge—22, 


On motion of Mr. TAPPAN, all previous orders 


of the day were postponed, and the bill reported 


the Exploricg Expedition, under the command 


was taken up as in committee of the whole. 
Mr. ALLEN moved to fill the blank in the first 


direction of the publication to the Library Com. 
‘mittee; which was agreed to. 


section. with the. words “Committee on the Li- 
. brary,” so as to. give into the charge of that com. 
‘mittee, orsome person to.be appointed by them, the. 


tural curiosity as may be in the possession of the 
‘Government, to be deposited in the Patent Office. 
This amendment was discessed. for some time 
by, Messrs. SMITH of Indiana and WHITE. 
They oppoved the preposition, on the ground that 
the Commissioner of Patents would be the proper 
person in whom to vest the authority to super- 
intend the arrangement of these curiosities; and 
that, if any other person was. appointed, it would 
interfere with bis general superintendency of the 
Patent Office and Patent Office building. 
. Messrs. TAPPAN, ALLEN, WOODBURY, 
|} and PRESTON showed that it was indispensable 
that the Library Committee,- (who will have the 
direction of the publication,) or some one to be ap- 
pointed by them, should have charge of the collec: 
tion. They showed that the duties of the proposed 
superintendent were separate and distinct from the 
general business of the. Patent Office, and, there- 
fore, could not interfere with the business which 
legitimately appertained to the office of Commis- 
sioner of Patents; but that, in fact, the deposite 
was only directed to be made in that building be- 
cause the suitable room was afforded there for that 
purpose. 
The question was taken on the amendment, and 
agreed to, on a count, by ayes 19, noes 12. 


2d section of the bill, authorizing an advertisement 
expedition, and the illustrations of the same, was 


be contracted for to be printed for the Government 
will be one bundred. 

Mr.. WHITE moved to strike from the end of 
the third section the words “JointCommittee on the 
Library,” and to insert ‘the words ‘Secretary of 
State,” so as to give that officer the superintenden- 
cy of the curiosities, 

Mr. WOODBURY suggested that, if the Joint 
Committee were not charged with the disposition of 
them, the Secretary of the Navy would be a 
moie proper officer than the one proposed to be 
inserted. 

Mr. MOREHEAD and Mr. HUNTINGTON 
Suggested that the head of the State Department, 
who was responsible for the conduct of the Patent 
Office, and to whom the Commissioner of Patents 
was subordinate, would be the proper officer. 

The question on Striking out was taken. by yeas 
and nays, and decided in the negalive—yeas 18, 
nays 21, 

The bili was then reported to the Senate; and the. 
amendments of the committee having been concur- 
red in, it was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 


Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the Jas. 


relief of 
of the States of Arkansas and Louisiana, and be- 


and the Republie of Texas, 
commissioners appointed to ascertain the same; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading, 
On motion of Mr, SEVIER, the Senate resumed 
the consideration, as in committee of the whole, of 
the unfinished business of Saturday, being the bill 
to provide for the satisfaction of the claims arising 


ee Rabbit ereek, concluded in September, 


_ The several amendmeats of Mr. Puevrs, pend- 
ing on Saturday, intended az restrictions against. 
frends, having been amended on the motion of 
Mr. MOREHEAD, were, after some remarks by 


‘disposition and arrangement of such objects of-na- . 


Oa motion of Mr. TAPPAN, the blank in the. 
inviting proposals for printing the account of this. 


filled with ‘190; so that the number of copies to. 


diciary, reporied a bill to be entitied an act for the. 
persons residing within the reputed limits.. 


yond the boundary-line between the United States. 
as established by the. 


under the 14h and 19th articles of the treaty of 


| from the Committee on the Library to provide for, 
: publishing an account of the discoveries made by: 


: of Lieutenant Wilkes of the United States navy, - 


section of the bill, so as to give the supervision and. . 


HZ Mr. A. then moved to fill the blank in the third 


and SEVIER, on their merits, adopted: i 

Messrs. HENDERSON and KING spoke. in 
favor of striking out the 10th section of the bill, 
which proposed to provision the Indians while they 
Were prosecuting their claims; and Mr.. MORE- 
HEAD opposed it. . Mr. M. contended that these 
Indians were in a starving condition, dependeat up- 
on the charity of the citizens of Mississippi, and 
deemed this section essential to keep them out of 
the bands of speculators, while in the prosecution 
of their claims. ` 

The question was taken, and the section was 
stricken out. ° 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the 11th section of 
the bill was amended in a particular which the re- 
porter did not kear. 

All the amendments having been disposed of, 
and the Chair being in the act of reporting the bill 
to the Senate 

Mr. HENDERSON rose, and moved to strike 
out all the bill after the enacting clause, for the 


purpose of inserting a bill as asubstitute, draughted - 


by himself. 

Mr. MERRICK moved to postpone the further 
consideration of the bill, for the purpose of having 
the amendment proposed by the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi (Mr. HENDERSON] printed. 

Mr. SEVIER opposed that motion, and demand- 
ed the yeas and nays on it, which were ordered; 
and the question being put, was decided in the af- 
firmative—yeas 19, nays 17. 

Mr. SEVIER gave notice to the Senate that he 
would not, after this unnecessary postponement, 
hari any thing more to do with Dancing Rabbit 
creek, 

Mr. BERRIEN said he would now move to 
take up the bill to provide further remedial justice 
in the district courts of the United States. 

Mr. KING hoped the Senator would not press 
his motion to take up that bill, until the important 
bills awaiting the action of the Senate were dis- 
posed of. It was very well known that some of 
the most pressing measures of the present session 
would have to be disposed of within a few days; 
and, also, that if this bi'l is taken up, ten days at 
least must be allowed for its discussion, to the post- 
ponement of all other business. Would it not be 

_ better to wait till the.bills most essential for the 
immediate and pressing interests of the country are 
first disposed of, If this was not done, the Senate 
would be either forced to act upon this bill prema- 
turely, or to neglect thdse bills which the actual 
service of the country, and the condition of the 
country, required shouid have immediate and undi- 
vided attention. A sufficient deliberation and 
discussion on this bill would preclude all action, for 
the remainder of this month, on the bills which the 
Senator from Maine [Mr. Evans] hadevinced such 
anxiety to have disposed of without further delay. 
He therefore hoped the Senator from Georgia [Mr. 
Berrien] would withdraw his motion, and aliow 
the Senator from Maine to call up those bills 
which he had in charge as chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. BERRIEN was notat all disposed to enter 
into discussion on a mere motion to take up a bill 
for consideration. But every Senator must feel that 
if this bill is to occupy ten days mors in debate, in 
addition to the time which had already been be- 
stowed upon it, there could be no stronger proof 
given of the importance of the subject, and of the 
deep interest which must be felt in its disposal. 
So far, then, it was evident that it was a bill in it- 
self of great importance. No inconvenience could 
arise from laking it up; for if a bill of paramount 
importance should incidentally be brought before 
the Senate for consideration, that which he wished 
to have on its passage could be passed over infor- 
mally, or laid on the table, temporarily, until any 
other, in the opinion of the Senate of more pressing 
character, should be disposed of. There seemed 
to be an interval now, and he merely wished to 
avail himself of that opportunity for taking up the 
bill, with a view of renewing the discussi.n which, 
on a former occasion, had been temporarily laid 
‘over, for the purpose of allowing other business to 
be advanced. The same thing could be done again, 


if necessary. 


Messrs PHELPS, HENDERSON, MOREHEAD, || Mr. BUCHANAN bad anticipated, from what 


passed on Saturday in relation to the business 
which was to come up as the special order to-day, 
that the Senator from Maine would have been 


quite anxious, if not urgent, this morning, to call 


up -the bill in his charge, for extending, for a 
limited peried, the revenue under existing laws. 
He seemed to think, then, that the bill was of such 
importance that it ought to be disposed of to-day, 
or to-morrow at farthest; and itcertainly is of great 
importance that there should be immediate action 
on that bill, for the 30th of June is approaching 
very fast. So pressing was the oceasion, that te 
had expected the Senator from Maine would have, 
moved to lay aside ail other business, and call up 
that bill at an early hour to-day. As to the bill 
under the care of the Senator from Georgia, it was, 
of course, understood that he had claimed prece- 
dence for it. But it was now quite manifest no 
progress could be made in its discussion this even- 
ing; and he knew it would not be advanced without 
debate, for some of his friends were anxious to ex- 
press their sentiments on the subject. But who 
would like to commence a speech at such a late 
hour? Besides, it was not really a question impe- 
riously calling for immediate action; it would suf- 
fer nothing by being izid over a few days. 

He confessed he was anxious to see this Jiule 
tariff question settled without delay. We all know 
something about it. It is a question which can be 
promptly decided. He hoped the Senator from 
Maine would come forward, and, on this occasion, 
evince his usual energy and persuasiveness in 
bringing the revenue bill—as he does all bills ecm- 
mitted to his charge—at once before the Senate 
when ready for action. 

Mr. EVANS admitted that on Saturday he did 
express an earnest desire to eall up the revenue 
bill; butit was, as the Senate would recollect, un- 
der a condition that the Senator from Georgia [Mr. 
Berrien] should not lay claim to the precedence to 
which he was entitled of calling up the bill in -his 
charge, providing for further remedial justice in the 
district courts of the United States. It was very 
true the Senator from Georgia had suffered the day 
to be consumed on other subjects, and he (Mr. E.) 
had omitted to make any motion of postponement 
for the purpose of asking to take up the revenue 
bill; but there was an obvious reason, in the thin 
attendance of Senators, and the temporary absence 
of some from the city. It was true that the 30th 
of June was approaching very fast; but there weuld 
still be time enough between this and the last of 
the month to pass the bill, if the Senate is so dis- 
posed. He did not wish to be misunderstood as to 
tbe course he intended to pursue. Under present 
circumstances, he would prefer taking up the army 
bill in advance of the revenue bill, and he would 
probably do that to-morrow. It was a bill which, 
he believed, would not call for much discussion. 
He trusted it could be got through in the one day, 
and that the revenue bill would be disposed of the 
next day. 

Mr. TAPPAN did not expect that any disposi- 
tion would be evinced on the other side fo delay a 
bill urged upon Congress as pressingly necessary 
io the present condition of the Government. It 
seemed to him that there was no little inconsistency 
in the proposition now before the Senate, to make 
all other business give place to a bill which must 
necessarily involve a discussion upon subjects now 
under diplomatic negotiation in tbis ciy. When 
he recollected the opposition to the resolutions of 
his colleague inrelation to Rhode Island—an op- 
position urged on the ground of the inexpediency 
of agitating in Congress a subject on the eve 
of adjustment—he could not help expressing 
his surprise at the inconsistency of not now 
acting up to the same principle. It was very 
well known that a special” Minister: from 
Great Britain was now in daily negetiation 
with this Government fer the adjustment of all 
subjecis of dispute betwcen ihe United States and 
England; and that, amoug these, one of the most 
irritable nature was that of the Caroline affair. 
Yet, here was a bill pressed forward at such a mo- 
ment, which must, from the very nature of its prin- 


ciples, involve animated debate, and frequent allu- 
sions to that affair, in the course of which many 


| courtesy to the diplomatist, wih whom we are 


| 
il 


things must ‘be $ 


| ealeulated to embarr sg t 
Government in the negotiation alluded tö, Good“ 
policy, as far as that matier was concerned, and 


treating, ought to prevent any movement be Dg. 
made which would bring up angry discussions: ip: 
relation to the Caroline affair. In this view.of- the” 
subject, he hoped the Senator from Georgia would: 
ask himself whether i: was proper to call up t 
bill which is the subject of his present motion. 

Mr. WOODBURY observed that, in addition to 
the very forcible reasons urged by the Senator from 
Ohio [Mr. Tappan] against taking up the bill pros, 
posed to be placed under discussion by the Senator 
from Georgia, [Mr. Berrtzn,] he. would mention 
that it had been very'currently rumored cut of doors, - 
and scemingly from quarters not apt to be mistaken, 
that the revenue bill now in charge of the chaire 
man of the Finance Committee will undergo the. 
most deliberate consideration of the Executive, be- 
fore he gives it the sanction of bis signature; and | 
this shows the great importance of disposing of it 
promptly in the Senate, that the Executive may fe- 
turn it in, time, before the 30th of this month. 

Mr. BERRIEN observed that the remarks of | 
the Senator from New Hampshire might be good, 
if applied to the Finance Committee, to hasten its 
report of the bill to the Senate; but should have no 
influence whatever on the Senate. It was not, 
therefore, applicable as an argument against his 
motion, as the Senate would be the best judge of its 
own action: and certainly the chairman of the Fi- 
nance Committee was the best judge of the propriety 
of bringing forward bills for discussion committed to 
his charge, and which he had the responsibility of 
placing on their passage in the order of their im- 
portance. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN was not so fortunate as to 
be able io say that he had a clear conception of the 
meaning intended to be conveyed to the Senate by . 
the Senator from New Hampshire, in the remarks | 
he had just made, before the Senator from Georgia 
rose. Did he understand the Senator from New. 
Hampshire to mean no more than could be gathered 
from the words of his remarks? If so, he understood 
the Senator to say that there were rumors out of 
doors that the revenue bill, if passed by Congress, 
would have to receive the deliberate consideration 
of the Executive of the United Siates. Is that very 
extraordinary? Does the Executive of the United 
States usually sign bills without any deliberate con- 
sideration? If he does not, there can be no argue 
ment in the Senator’s remarks to urge celerity in 
the passage of this revenue bill, more than there 
would be ia relation to any other bill. Bat he would 
not suppose the Senator from New Hampshire 
likely to use words the meaning of which he did not 
himself think forcible in argument; and he there- 
fore must believe his remarks aimed at something 
beyond his expressions. Did the Seaator mean to 
convey to the Senate an intimation that the Exeeu- 
tive of the United States is to veto the revenue 
bili? If he did not mean this, what he did mean 
would be no argument at all; for everybody 
knows the Execulive is bound to give all bills 
passed by Congress his deliberate consideration. 

Bat something was, undoubiedly, meant, though 
it was weli known that gentlemen were in the habit 
of so veiling their meaning in a happy ambiguity, 
taat to find outexactly what they do aim at isentirely 
out of the question. Nothing is left for a guide, in 
such cases, but conjecture. He sboald, therefore, 
be pardoned for asking the Senator—was it a fact 
that he meant to announce to the Senate nothing 
more than that the Execative of the United. States 
would consider the. revenue bili of such import- 
ance, that he should deliberately consider it when 
called upon to sign i? He did not know that it 
was of much consequence to-press the Senator to 
make any farther communication of what he seems 
io understand, further than be chocses to cene 
vey. Nor, indeed, would he have dwelt so long on 
the point, if there had not been a greater degree of 
orasalar ambiguity about the Senator’s remarks 
than he usually is in the habit of usjag. 

With regard to what had fallen from the Senator 
from Pennsylvania, he would say that it struck 
him ss not inconsistent with cther ramors that he 
had heard—~that there was a sort of new-born im- 


a 
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ha revenue bill, out of zeal to” fill the 
y for ihe present: Administration. It did 
seeni 80 strange that theré should be such solicitnde 
on that side for immediate relief tẹ the ‘treasury. 
But he, too, had heard‘rumors as well as the Sena- 
tox from New Hampshire. He had heard of great 
changes inthe Cabinet; and he confessed this im- 
patent sort of courtesy—this seeming knowledge 
of Exéculive inient—this resuscitated affection— 
seemed to give such rumors no little weight. 

t may be inferred that thés precipitancy of so- 
nd affection is not-without its expected 
ronsequence. ‘Fhough, for his part, he could not 
help thinking the gentlemen might be- tdo’precipi- 
tate; dnd that it would be better for them to lay 
aside their impatience, at least till they get some 
beller confirmation of their hopes than mere out-of- 


atriotism in the Senators anxiety to pro- 


door rumors. . He could tell them that, if thare is . 


any life fall of disappointment ‘as to anticipated 
results, it is in political life. Ele would advise 
them to let the chairman of the Committee on Fi- 
nance take his own time to bring forward this rev- 
enue bill, about which they are evincing so much 
new-born zeal. He could assure them that the 
bill called up by the Senator from Georgia is one 
of no less national importance. He could not see 
how the debate on that subject should necessarily 
lead to an angry discussion relative to the Caroline 
affair, or to any mention of it at all. 

Mr. TAPPAN interposed to explain that he did 
not mean to say it necessarily involved a dis- 
cussion of the Caroline affair, but that it would be 
impossible to avoid touching incidentally on the 
subject. : 

-Mr. CRITTENDEN continued. There would be 
no-necessity for introducing the subject. The’ bill 
was demanded by justice, good policy, and expe- 
diency, if that affair never had oceurred. It might 
as well be argued that the Caroline affair would bs 
made the incidental subject of discussion ina de- 
bate on any other bill. The usual latitude of de- 
bate in the Senate would seem to sanction the ip- 
troduction of any matter in debate. It might 
as well be introduced in the debate on the Dancing 
Rabbit Creek treaty, as in the bill of the Senator 
from Georgia. 

‘Mr. WOODBURY was sorry the Senator from 
Kentucky had found any difficulty in understand- 
ing his exact meaning in the few observations he 
had made in relation to the necessity for immediate 
action on the revenue bill. He could assure the 
Senator that he was not behind the curtain, and, 
consequently, knew nothing of Cabinet secre's; and 
when he urged the necessity of speedily disposing 
of that bill, he did so in reference to the important 
character of the bill itself, the shortness of time be- 
tween this and the day when it was expected to go 
into effect, and the number of days required by the 
Constitution to give the Executive for deliberation, 
should he think proper to make use of the fall time. 

And although he had, as an additional reason, 
“urged the necessity of giving this time to the Execu- 
live upon mere rumor, it was not such as should 
be considered altogether idle, for it had its origin in 
the semi-official organ of the Exeeutive bimeelf, 
The revenue biħ is to go into effect, if at all, on the 
last day of June; and this is the 20th—leaving but 
ten days for legislative and exceutive action. If 
the Senate delayed action, or consumed a number 
of these ten days in diseussion, there would not be 
the number of days allowed by the Constitution 
for the deliberate consideration of the Executive. 
He hoped the Senater from Kentucky now onder- 
stood his meaning relative to “deliberate considers 
ation.” | : 

Mr. BUCHANAN said, the public had been en- 
tirely misinformed. There had been a supposition 
(but a very erroneous and unjust one) that the 
Whig party had abandoned the President, They 
now heard, from the very highest auwhority, that 
that party had been the constant supporters of the 

present Administration; and there seemed a little 
Jealousy on the pari of the Senator from Kentucky 
lest he (Mr. Bucnanan) should interfere and come 
inito the support of the Administration. He could 
assure the honorable Senator, whatever bis standing 
might be with the present Administration—and he 
dit was as high as it deserved always to be— 
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“that he (Mr. Bucuawan) was the last man in the 


world to interfere with him in any way. He re- 
joiced to hear that ihe Senator and his Whig friends 


had always. been, and were yet—and, he trusted, 


would’ ever be—the supporters of the Adminis- 
tration, because he thought a strong and power- 
ful Executive, within the limits of the Constitu- 
tion, ought to exist, in order to the proper admin- 
istration of the Government. “He would be exceed: 
ingly happy to afford all the assistance in his pow- 


‘er to the chairman of the Committee on Finance 


in calling up the bill, which he the other day mani- 
fested so strong an anxiety to bring under the con- 


Stderation of the Senate, and for which the Senator © 


then gave a very satisfactory reason. Bat gentle- 
men were now absent upon whom the Senator 
reckoned as the supporters of the bill; and he (Mr. 
Bucwanan) was ready to admit that, in all party 
movements, it was a matter of considerable conse- 
quence that all the troops should be assembled. 

Ín regard to this measure, he thought it ought to 
be acted upon, and that with as little delay as pos- 
sible. He (Mr. B) bad no means of information 
whatever in regard to the intention of the Presi- 
dent, except that derived from his own message. 
The President, by his message, had declared to 
Congress that the land fund was necessary for car- 
rying on the Government; and Senators knew that 
the treasury was almost—he would not say alto- 
gether—bankrupt. At such a time as this, when 
money was so much required for the use of the 
Government, and when it was deemed important 
that the tariff bill should be continued for one month, 
a most important provision—namely, the provis- 
ion relating to the distribution of the land fund— 
a provision, without which that law would not have 
patsed—was sought to be repealed. If the bill 
passed in such a shape, and he possessed the power, 
he would veto it, if it was the last act of his public 
life. And he trusted the President would do eo. 
He feft confident he would do so, though he had no 
means of knowing, except from his own message. 

The CHAIR observed that he thought it was 
improper to allude, in debate, to the course which 
the President might think proper to pursue. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he entirely agreed with 
the Chair that he was out of order; and had only 
alluded to the topic by way of reply to the Senator 
from Kentucky, 

Mr. CRITTENDEN rose; 
ing with his remarks, 

Mr. ARCHER suggested that the Senator from 
Pennsylvania was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said, as the Senator from 
Kentucky seemed impatient, he would waive his 
right. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN then proceeded to reply at 
some length to the remarks of Mr. BUCHANAN and 
Mr. Woopsury. He confessed he was somewhat 
alarmed when the Senator from New Hampshire 
told them that the bill was to receive the deliberate 
consideration of the President. The term seemed 
to him of a singularly oraealar character, and that 
it concealed something that was not intended to be 
communicated. And the Senator from Pennsylva- 
nia had followed this up, by declaring that, if he 
were President, aad had communicated such a 
message to Congress, he would, nevertheless, veto 
the b:ll. He confessed this declaration on the part 
of the honorable Senator would tend to shake his 
confidence a litle in him [Mr. Buchanan ] 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he presumed that as he 
did not introduce the subject, it would not be out 
of order for him to reply. He had repeatedly ex- 
pressed his sorrow that there should be a want of 
harmony in the ranks of the universal Whig party. 
He had always been solicitous that they should 
proceed with the utmost harmony, and, as far as 
possible, accomplish the objects they had in view. 
Phey had heard rumors upon one side, and rumors 
upon the other, Bat, whatever might happen, he 
would be sorry, ta see harmony destroyed or 
trampled under foot. They had heard of rumored 
changes—rumors which perplex monarchs had 
been abroad. And what changes? Was the Whig 


but, before proceed- 


party again coming into power? Were these golden 
visions dancing before the eyes of the honorable 
Senator? . He (Mr. Bucwanan) could say, with 
perfect sincerity, that, of all the members of the 


‘tration of John Tyler. 


| old cabinet, he had most regretted the retirement of 


that honorable gentleman; and he would hail with 
satisfaction his return to office, under the adminis- 
And he sincerely hoped— 
as the Senator had bestowed upon him an office to 
which he (Mr. Bucwanan) had never aspired —that 
the Senator himself would be the first cfficer 
under the President; and he was certain that 
the bonorable gentleman would speedily settle ° 
the difficulties between this country and Great 
Britain. But as the gentleman bad called upon the 
Senator from New Hampshire for specific infor- 
mation, he (Mr. B.) hoped he might cbtain the in- 
telligence; for he was himself desirous of knowing, 
in relation to these rumored changes, whether there 
was to be a restoration—though he did not very 
much like the word, as it presupposed misfortune.” 
Bat if there were a prospect that all difficulties 
were to be healed up, no one would rejoice more 
than himself. coe 

As to the veto, the Senator had asked him 
whether, if he were President, he would act upon | 
the principles he had avowed in relation to the 
veto. He would tell the Senator what, if he were 
President, and if he found the country in deep dis- 
tress—the national treasury bankrupt—and al- 
most impossible, with any duties that could be 
lieved, to supply the wants of the Governmen!—if 
he found (he would not say war impending, but) 
doubts and difficulties hanging over their foreign 
relations—clouds of war hovering upon our borders; 
and if Congress, at such a moment, under the pre- 
tence of passing a revenue bill, should attempt 
to take away from the treasury the resources they 
possessed,—he would tell the Senator what he 
would do: he would veto the bill, and he would ap- 
peal to God and his country for the correctness of 
what he did. He did not pretend to know what 
the President would do. The Senator himself was 
better able to declare than he was as to what the 
President would do, in reference to such a bill if it 
should pass the two Houses. What was the na- 
ture of the bill? It was a bill extending, fora few 
days, the revenue law; and, at the same time, to’ 
take out of the treasury a sum which had been ac- 
cumulating there for several years, and which, 
properly, should be applied to the public service, 
He would tell the honorable Senator what he was 
afraid of: he was afraid that the bill was not so 
much intended to afford incidental revenue, as it 
was to abstract from the treasury a large 
amount of its funds. He, was afraid the great 
Whig party had determined that the revenue 
should not be sole object of the bill. f 
_ He (Mr. B.) had never been very successful in 
influencing high functionaries of the Government, 
It was many years since he had made any atlempt; 
and he apprehended that, were he to attempt, with 
ever so much assiduity, to influence the President 
of thé United States, he would be entirely unsuce 
cessful. In the case of the fiscal corporation bill, 
although everybody disapproved of it, yer, as 
they supposed they west take that er get nothing, 
they were fain to vole for it; and he hoped the 
same Caristian spirit would actuate his friends on 
the opposite side now, in regard to this little tariff? 
bitl—that they would agree to take the revenue bill, 
even if they should be deprived of the public lands, 

He was asked what supplies ha had voted for; 
he believed ke had voted for all the primal sup- 
plies of the Government}, and for very liberal sup- 
plies, too—for twenty four or twenty-five millions 
of collars this year; whilst no estimate or caleulae 
tion which could be made of the expenses exceeded 
Seventeen millions, And with a deficit Staring 
them in the face this year, of at leastseven millions, 
they were seriously told that they ought to take 
away the Jand fund from the treasury, and give it 
to Ibe several Siates, 

How be had been drawn into this debate, be 
could not conceive. He had expressed himself 
satisfied with the explanation of the Senator from 
Maine as te not bringing forward the tariff bill toa 
day; but it seemed that some diplomatic language 
had been used by the Senator from Kentucky and 
the Senator from New Hampshire, both of whom 
had been members cf the Cabinet; and, in thé 
meieé, the Senator from Kentucky bad directed a 
Shaft towards him, (Mr, B.) He would kave been. 
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gladif the Senator. ‘had spared him; but he sup- 
posed the Senator was so delighted at the idea of a 
change in the Cabinet, that it would be difficult to 
restrain his exultations. Upon this ground he (Mr. 
B.) freely forgave him; and he would add the hope 
that the Senator might realize all his expeciations. 

The question was then taken on Mr. BER- 
RiEN’s motion to take up the bill to provide further 
remedial justice in the district courts of the United 
States, and decided in the affirmative—yeas 20, 
nays 17: andthe bill was taken up as in committee 
of the whole. he 

Mr. WALKER obtained the floor; but, the hour 
being late, gave way for other business, which 
was.disposed of in a few minutes, and ther 
_ The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, June 20, 1842, 

Mr. LOWELL presented the petition of Jonas 
Farnsworth and other citizens of Pembroke, Maine, 
praying for the passage of the tariff bill reported 
by the Committee on Manufactures; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. Also, certain testimony in support 
of the petition of John Patten, jr., owner of schoon- 
er Credit; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. McKEON presented a petition on behalf of 
the captive patriots from the inhabitan's of the 
town of Charlotte, in the county of Chatanque, 
in the State of New York. 

- Mr. PLUMER presented the petition and ac- 
companying papers of Elizabeth Gilmore, widow of 
Thos. Gilmore, a soldier of the Revolution, for a 
pension: referred to the Committee on Revolution- 
ary Pensions. 

: Mr. READ rose to present a petition; and, as it 
was accompanied with a resolution of instruction, 
he wished to give a brief statement of the circum- 
stances under which the petition was presented. 

Mr. J. C. CLARK called the gentleman to or- 


der. 
- Mr. READ said, this being petition day, he was 
in order, | 

Mr. J.C. CLARK said, if this were petition 
day, still the gentleman was not in order until peti- 
tions were called in order. 


' Mr. READ said there were peculiar circum- 
stances attending the petition which he had risen to 
present: it was a petition which was accompanied 
by a resolution directing the Committee on Ac- 
counts to pay to the widow and children of his pre- 
decessor the pay to which he would have been en- 
titled if he had been in attendance in Congress 
until the 17th day of March; and, as it was accom- 
panied by a motion of instruction, it did not come 
under the general rule. 


Mr. CUSHING suggested that the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania shouid make ita resolution of 
inquiry, and thereby he would obviate the difficulty. 

Mr, READ went on to explain the circumstances 
of the case. His predecessor (Mr. Dimock) came 
here at the extra session, so far as was known, in 
perfect health; and, while here attending to his 
duties, he contracted an illness which was so severe 
that he was subjected to the daily application of a 
hot bath, into whieh it wes necessary that he 
should be lifted by two or three men. He (Mr. 
Reap) mentioned this to show the great expense t9 
which his predecessor was put. 
far recovered as to enable him to get home, where, 
for a few days, he was able to walk abou’; but he 
again became sick, r quiring the same as sis'anceas 
before, and he remained in a state of ‘suffering un- 
tilthe 13th of January, when he died; and the great 
‘expense to which he had been put had very much 
embarrassed his pecuniary circumstances. — 

His colleague from the Luzerne district some 
‘time since presented a leter on this subject to the 
Committee on Accounts, and that commiuee, with- 
ont deciding against the claim, rejecied it, solely 
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Mr. Dimock so | 


on the ground that the committee had no power to 
award the amount. asked, without anthority from 
the House; and henee this petition was presented 
to the House, signed by from 80 to 90 persons, 


(Praying that the widow and children should be paid . 


up to the {17th March, being the day before that.on 
which he (Mr. Reap) took his seat there as the 
successor of Mr. Dimock, who contracted the dis- 
ease of which he died while attending to his pub- 
Jie duties. If this was deemed unreasonable, then 
the motion would be to pay until the day of his 
death—the 13:h January. He hoped, however, 
the original motion would be agreed to, and that 
the amiable family left by the deceased would be 
paid the poor pittance now asked. 

Mr. FiLL MORE moved so to amend as to 
change the resolution to ene of inquiry into the 
expediency of paying the amount asked. 

‘Mr. MARCHAND, chairman of the Committee 
on Aééounts, made some explanation, which was 
not distinctly heard at the reporter’s desk; but he 
was understood to state that this case had been 
before the Commitiee on Accounts, and, as Mr. 
Dimock had not left his home to attend the present 
session, the committee had not the power to allow 
tbe claim. If he had only started one day, the 
claim could have been allowed; but as the deceas- 
ed had not been able to leave his home at all, the 
committee required authority from the House to 
award the pay. 

Mr. BIDLACK hoped the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. Fittmorr] would withdraw his amend- 
ment; for, from the statement of the chairman of 
the Committee on Accounts, they had not power, 
according to a strict construction of the Constitu- 
tion, to grant the claim without authority from the 
House. ‘ 

Mr. GRANGER said, if the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania would change his resolution to one 
of inquiry into the expediency of paying the family 
of the deceased his pay up to the day of his death, 
he (Mr. Grancer) would not interpose any objec- 
tions. He then made the motion which he had 
suggested to the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. ARNOLD said, as they were about to estab- 
lish a new principle, he should call for the yeas and 


nays. : 

Mr. BRIGGS thought they had: better have the 
reportof a committee upon the subject, before they 
attempted to act upon it. 

After a few words from Messrs. JAMES, READ, 
STANLY, and others, 

Mr. Graneer’s amendment was adopted, and in 
that form the rerolution was passed. 

The SPEAKER presented a memorial from the 
guard of marine of the exploring expedition, asking 
for pay for the time they have been kept in the ser- 
vice beyond ibe term’ of their enlistment; the me- 
morial was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. i 

Mr. KING of Georgia presented a petition from 
inhabitants of Alexandria, which was understocd 
to pray for their retrecession 10 the State of Vir- 
ginia, that they may exercise the elective franchise. 
fle moved its reference to a select committee. | 

Mr. FILLMORE objected to a special commit- 


| tee, and suggested the reference to the Committee 


for the District of Columbia. 

Mr. ADAMS spoke at some length on the sub- 
ject, but it was only occasionally that eny of his 
observations could be heard. He was, however, 
understood to call the attention of the House to 
the importance of the petiion, which he considered 
to amount to a petition for a dissolution of the 


| Union; and he said, if it became the subject of de- 


bate, he should move the removal of the seat of 
Goverament. He spoke of the purposes with 
which this Distriet was ceded to the General Gov 
ernment, and he hed no doabt that if this House 
should undertake to do thai for which the petition- 
ers prayed, a dissolution of the Unien would ensue- 


He hoped, therefore, tbe memorial would be re- 
| ceived with respect, and referred to a committee of 


one member from eact: State of the Union; for it 


- Was à question in which every State of the Union 


was infinitely. more interested ihan- the Disirict of 
Columbia itself. T, 

Mr. KING replied, He said he was surprised 
that the bonorable and learned gentleman from 
Massachuseus should feel so much alarm: because 
the people of this District asked to have their rights 
considered by a select committee. If the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts bad not made the motion 
to refer the petition to one member frem eack 
Siate, he (Mr. K.) would make that motion before 
hesat down. He tfen proceeded to reply to the 
gentleman from Massaehu-etts, on ihe question of 
the absolute jurisdicticn of Congress over the Dise - 
trict of Columbia. He contended that Congress 
had no more jurisdiction, by the terms of ihe Com- 
stitution, than was possessed over the ports, arse- 
nals, navy-yards, &c., which were ceded to. the 
General Government by the States for such pur- 
poses; and yet the persons resident in the portions 
of ihe States which bad been ceded for forts, arse- 
nals, and navy-yards, exercised the elective fran- 
chise. f 

After some other observations, he moved to re~ 
fer the petition to such a committee ashe bad de- 
signated. 

Mr..CAVE JOHNSON and Mr. OLIVER sie 
multaneously moved to lay the whole subject on 
the table. ` 

Mr. OLIVER moved to lay the petition on the 
jable, on the ground that it raised the question of 
iurisdiction of Congress over the District, impugn= 
tng the right of the States of Virginia and Mary- 
land to cede the jurisdiction; and Congress could: 
not consider that subject, without having the memo~ 
rial printed. 

The motion was agreed to, and the petition was 
laid on the table. f 

Mr. STUART of Illinois asked leave to intro- 
duce a bill making appropriations for ceriain hars 
bors and the improvement of certain rivers for the 
year 1842. > 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, and others, objected. 

Mr, STUART moved to suspend the ruies to en~ 
able him to get in the bill; but the motion was. 
negatived. : 

Mr. ADAMS, by the general consent of the 
House, offered the following resolution, which wes 
considered and adopted: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
report to this House, as soon as may be praciicable atter the 
first day of July next, the amount paid or credited to each of 
the several States of this Union from the proceeds of the sales of 
the public lands; also the amount retained in payment of prin 
cipal or interest of debts due from the States to the United. 
States, and the amountof debt due from each of the indebted 
States to the United States. 


THE TARIFF. a 
On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the House te- 
solved itself into Committee of the, Whole ox the 


item of the bill being under consideration: 

“Be it enacted, &c., That from andafter the 30th day of June 
next, in lieu of the duties now impoacd by law on the articles 
hereinafter mentioned, and on such as may now be exempt from 
duty, there shall be levicd, collected, and paid, tha following dit 
ties, that is to say: ` 

“First. On wool unmanufactured, the valne whereof at the last 
port or place from whence exported to the United Siates shall exe 
ceed eight cents per pound, shall be levied a duty of thirty per 
cent. ad valorem.” 

Mr. Sauroustatt had moved to strike out the 
said item, and insert in leu thereof a portion oi 
ihe bill reported from the Committee on Manufac- 


tures. 

{Nors.—This motion embraced the whole of that bill, with 
the following modifieations: 
_-In ‘the firstitem of the proposed amendment, the words “hire 
tieth day of July” were substituted for the words “thirtieth day 
of June.” 
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“ And the last section, whichis in the following words, waa 
ficken out: BS DAS f ted + 

ack 3: dnd. be it further enacted, Thatif any person shall, 
knowingly and wilfully, with intent to defraud the revenue of 
the United States, smuggle, or. clandestinely introduce into the 
United States, any goods, Wares, or merchandise subject to duty 
by law, and which should have been invoiced, without paying 
or accounting for the duty,.or shall make out or pass, or at- 
tempt.to. pass, ‘through. the custom-house, any false, forged, or 
fraudulent invoice, every stich peraon, ‘his, her, or their aiders 
and abettors, shall-be- deemed guilty of amisdémeanor, and, on 

‘conviction thereof, shall be liable toa fine or imprisonment, or 
both; ‘the fine not to exceed five thousand dollars, or the im- 
prisonment two'years.} œ. ` R : 


Mr. Hatersiam had. moved to. amend the 


‘améndment by inserting, in tien thereof, after the 


words “Be it enacted,” &c., the bill’ which had 
heretofore been reported-by him from the minority 
of the Committee on Manufactures. 

Mr. RANDOLPH of New Jersey, who was en- 
titled to the floor, addressed ghe committee, up to 
the “expiration of ‘his hour, in support of the 
amendment of Mr. Sansronsrauu. He first com- 

' menced witha reply to the remarks of Mr. A. V. 
Brown of Tennessee, justifying the Committee on 
Manufactures for the description of testimony taken 
by them. He next went on to defend the policy of 
distributing the proceeds of the public lands, avow- 
ing his determination to vote for the repeal of the 
twenty per cent. clause of the distribution bill. 
After a brief reply to Mr. Hlazersam, in which he 
atgued in favor of specific duties, and contended 
that they were the best mode of preventing fraud, 
‘as well asof collecting revenue, ke went into an elab. 
orate argument in. favor of the policy of protec. 
tion to domestic manufactures; which, he argued, 
was not so. much for the benefit of the manufac. 
„turer, as‘of the laboring man, and, indeed, of all 
classes. of the community. 

Mr. HUNT next obtained the floor. Having 
been on the Committee on Manufactures, and hay- 
ing considered the subject, although he had abund- 
ance of time to prepare for a long speech, yet he 
had not time to prepare for a short speech of one 
hour. In considering the subject, he had taken cc- 
\easion to say to gentlemen that they were wrang- 
ling about words, instead of things. Many were 
talking abont protection: he imagined the true 
“point at issue was, whether this country would, by 
‘counter-legislation, protect its own labor from the 
regulations adopted in other countries? He asked 
gentlemen, as patriots, to come up and aid him in 
settling the details of a bill that would counteract 
the influence of foreign Governments. In alluding 
to the apprehensions which had been expressed lest 
the manufacturers would require a degree of pro- 
tection which the South would not tolerate, he 
thoughtthe condition of the revenue, and the neces- 
sity of this measure as one for revenue only, were 
issués in which the constitutionalily ot protection 
Was essentially merged. 


He spoke of the amount required to carry on the 
Government. It had been estimated variously; 
None would start up, however, and Say that the 
Government could do without, at least, twenty- 
seven millions. Where was this amount to come 
from? There were four sources from which an in- 
come could be derived—direct taxation, excises, 
the public lands, and customs. -With regard to the 
first two, he said no legislator would think of im- 
posing either in time of peace. Public opinion 
would not tolerate either. As to the public Jands, 
he would pass that subject over, in consideration of 
its extent and the shortness of his lime. He next 
came to the fourth mode of raising revenue, to wit, 
by customs; and begged gentemen to aid him in 
devising a plan or settled system. 

He had heard many propositions for retrench- 
ment of the expenses of the Government, the cut- 
ting down of the army and navy, &. He held, 
however, that these propositions were impractica- 
ble; and that neither the army nor the navy could 
be reduced. Taking’ this fact, and regarding the 
average importation at 94 millions a year—which 
was the case from 1834 to 1840-—he thought it 
would be impossible to do without a higher rate of 
duties than was proposed in one of the bills. Con- 
sidering our prospects ahead, he feared lest the 

importations hereafter would hot average 94 mil- 
: It was plain that higher duties must be im- 
and he wished them-put.on so as to diserim- 
favor of our manufactures. Hae wished a 
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permanent system; free from log-rolling or political 

| considerations. Let the manufacturers know what 
they had to depend upon for ten years; and he pre- 
-dicted great results from Yankee ingeauity. f 

Not only did he believe that Congress had the 

constitutional power, but he held it to be their duty, 
. to protect American labor from the hostile enact- 
ments of foreign Governmenis. He referred to a 
letter from: Mr. Jefferson, when that philosopher 
(for, said Mr. H., he was not a statesman) was in 
his old-age; and free from passions, in which an 
opinion . was expressed favorable to American 
manufactures, as being as.‘‘necessary to preserve 
our independence as our .comfort.”. This letter 
| was written in 1816, and he thought it should have 
weight with at least a portion of. the House. 

The amount of capital invested in manufacto- 
ries was $300,000,000, and the number of persons 
employed 731,000. According to the census, and 
the calculations he had made, thirty-four millions 
of dollars were invested in sheep, one-fifth of which 
belonged to New York. . The wool was now of the 
best kind, the coarser kind having disappeared 
from the country. Was this great interest worthy 
of protection? He would not say that it wa; but 
he begged that the legislation of Congregs might 
not be so shaped as to effect its rain. He referred 
to the celebrated Methuen treaty between England 
and Portugal, by which Portagal was to receive 
the woollens of England free, whilst England re- 
ceived the wines of Portugal at less duty than the 
French, In other respects, the treaty had operated 
unequally, and had brought down the pride and 
the wealth of the house of Braganza. He de- 
scribed the condition of that-country since, and the 
numerous exactions paid to England. He also 
referred to the condition of France, and contended 
that the most judicious results had grown out of 
the protection of the home arts by her monarch. 


England, too, had derived the greatest advan. 
tage from the proteciive system. He challenged 
gentlemen to point outa single British statesman, 
Whig or Tory, who had practically advoeated free 
trade. He quoted from the speech of Peel on the 
23d of April, in which that minister expressed him. 
self favorable to protective duties, although gd- 
mitting that, in the abstract, it would seem better to 
buy in the cheaper and sell in the dearer market. 

Mr. Robinson, another member of Parliament, 
also declared that it was idle to think of free trade. 
Next, having alluded to other countries, he came 
to our own. He spoke of the injurious tendency 
of the large importations of silks, which he thought 
the wives and daughters of the land might have bet. 
ter done without. He exhibited the amount of imports 
and exports. from the United States to England, 
France, and Holland—showing a large dispropor. 
tion against us which had been Paid in specie. A 
large amount of specie kad been paid for sour 
French wines not fit for any maa to drink. Con- 
sidering these circumstances, it was not surprising 
that we were in debt, and he thought we never 
would be out until we were prepared to make our 
own fabrics. The tariff of 1816 was forced on the 
North. It wasa measure of the South. In 1822, 
the first factory. was erected at Lovell, where so 
many millions. were now invested, and so many 
thousand operatives Supporiad. What had been 
the history of the subject since? Up to 1841-—[here 
the Chairman knocked the table with his ivory 
hammer, and Mr. H. had to conclude. ] 

Mr. VAN BUREN spoke in Opposition to a 
„high tarif for protection. He commenced by ob- 
serving that the subject was an unpleasant one, 
whether they looked at it as a tariff for revenue or 
a tariff for protection, or in reference to ifs bearings 
on the policy and operations of this Government 
with regard to the diversified interests of the coun- 
lty;—it wasso important that no member of that 
committee would approach it without due delibera- 
tion. He then reviewed the preliminary discussion 
in the House, at an early period of the session, on 
the question of reference of so ranch of the Presi- 
denv’s message as relates to this subject; and. men- 
tioned the fact, that though, on that occasion, after 
the struggle between the two parties—one of which 
sought. the reference of the message to the Commit. 
tee on Manufactures, with a view of protection; 
and the other sought to refer it to the Committee of 


nanana 
— 


Ways and Means, for the purposes of revenue 
the House referred thesubject to the Committee on 
Manufactures, the Committee of Ways and Means 
had considered the subject, and reported a bill 
more protective than the bill of the Committee on 
Manufaeiures itself. He then alluded to the differ. 
ences which exisied, even amongst those. who were 
in favor of. proteciion, as to the articles on which 
the duties sheuld. be levied; and proceeded to show 
that the protectionists had sought to produce the ne- 
cessity fora high tariff; and to this purpose all the 
measares of the éxtra session tended. He believed 
there would be found no one of that committee ope 
posed to such duties as would be sufficient for a 
pradentand economical administration of the Gov- 
ernment; but there were many opposed to extrava- 


gant expendiiures, such as they had witnessed, for 


the purpose of affording an argument for high 
duties, — 

He believed it was not then in order; but when 
the proper time arrived, -he should move to strike 
out from the bill the proviso to the 4th section, 
which preserves the land distribution act from ob- 
struction or repeal.. He said he believed he could 
vouch for the Democracy on that floor, that if the 
land revenues were restored to the Government, to 
which they belonged, they would be willing to vote 
for sueh a tariff as would be necessary for the 
economical purposes of the Goverament. On the 
success of the distribution bill, he believed the suc- 
cess of all the other measures of the extra session 
were made to depend; and they were all links of 
one great chain of policy, which was intended to 
consolidate the power of this Government, and 
break down not only State rights,.but State lines, 
The apportionment bill just passed was of the same 
class; but it extended its operations still farther, and 
broke down not only county lines, but those of town- 
ships also. Several members, if he had understood 
them aright, were induced to vote fer the distribu. 
tion law for the reason, that it contained a proviso to 
render it inoperative if the tariff should be found 
to break in upon the compromise act of 1833, He 
(Mr. Van Buren) claimed, therefore, that the pro- 
viso of the present tariff bill, to which he had 
alluded, should be stricken out; he claimed it in the 
name of that legislative faith which was pledged 
at the extra session, 
feel bound by -the acts of prior Houses, but they 
surely should pay deference and respect to their 
own acts. This clause ought not to remain, for 
the further reason—‘hat the land fund was necessa~ 
ry to the General Government, to enable it to pay 
its debts, and meet its liabilities under which it now 
labored. They all must doubiless remember the 
glowing terms in which distribution was advocated 
in that House; they were told that it would enable 
the Siates to meet their most pressing liabilities, 
and relieve them from the difficulties under which 
they suffered. But what had been the.consequence 
of teaching the States to rely on others rather than 
On themselves and their own exertions ? Why, re- 
pudiation—and repudiation of. the worst sort—the 
repudiation of inability. The State of New York, 
Whose high-minded citizens he in part represented, 
however, had entered upon a new era; with them, 
the time of payment had commenced; they had are 
rested the expenditures, which had proved ruinous 
to the eredit of the State; they had had ihe courage 
to lay a direct tax to raise rufficient revenue; and,as a 
consequence, the eredit of the State, whieh, during 
the period of extravagance and of borrowing, was at 
20 or 25 per cent. discount, was now at its par 
value.. Such was the result of the change of 
poliey. i 

The proceeds of the public lands ought to be re- 
stored to the General Government, also, because 
they are required for national purposes—for the 
navy—for the purpose of building atsenals and 
purchasing munitions of war; for, in tine of peace, 
they were taught to prepare for wary, * 3 

ble then exa mined, in minate detail, the doctrines 
of the edvocates of a tariff, and its operation in the 
preduction of revenue or protection of the home 
manufacturer. He also pointed out the injustice of 
a high tariff to the otheg diversified interests of the 
country, and to its commerce generally; and added, 
that, if the tariff should be prohibitory, revente 
would cease, and the only legitimate object of tax- 


Some gentlemen might not | 
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ation-would be frustrated. He went through a 


mass of statistics to show how various interests 
“would be affected; and coneluded by observing that, 
if the trammels ‘and restrietioas which hau been 
imposed by legislation for the betiefit of the few, at 
the expense of the many, were removed, trade 
-would. regulate itself.. This, especially, should be 
‘the policy of a Government which professed io give 
equal protection to ail, and exclusive privileges to 
noe. They were called upon to raise up a dowa- 


fallen people—~to resuscitate the business of the. 


éduntyy—to restore its Enances~~to give to the peo- 
ple a sound currency,.and to bring back the pros- 
perity of this great and glorious Union. The coun- 
try was in a state of profound peace; it possessed 
all the elements of prosperity and of national great- 
ness; and yet, singular as it might be, they hada 
bankrupt treasury, and a Government without 
credit; tor, like a spendthrift, they had squandered 
their possessions. ‘rue, they had had too much 
fictitious capital: and to this, much of the existing 
evil might be traced. Let, then, the currency be 
reduced. io a hard-money basis. Let their currency 
be known for its goodness, and manufactures would 
flourish. 

[The honorable gentleman was here cut off by 
the expirafion of his allotted hoar.] 

.Mr. BROCK WAY next took the floor, and ad- 
dressed the committee at length in favor of the pro- 
tective-policy, in which the State he represented 
had so. deep an interest. In order to show the deep 
stake which his coxsttuents had in this question, 
he'said: that the State of Connecticut bad a capital 
invested in manufactures of upwards of thirteen 
millions of dollars, employing twenty thousand per- 
sons, and the district from which he came had 
three millions invested in the same way. The 
amount in the aggregate of capi.al, skill, and in- 
dustry, that was employed in manufactures by his 
State, was sufficient to cause her to speak out and 
be heard on the subject. Mr. B. further said that 
sixteen millions of dollars worth of goods were an- 
nually produced in his State. Mr. B. stated that 
the protective policy. did not originate in New Eng- 
land. It was forced on her by the acts of this 
Government; and he glanced at the long course of 

, legislation ‘which had induced so many in the 
North.aod Kast.to invest capital in manufactures, 
and which, he said, gave them certain vested rights, 
by pledging the faith of the Government for their 
protection. Mr. B. then continued his argument 
up to the expiration of his hour, to show the con- 
stitutionality and expediency of protection to do. 
mestic manufactures. , ` 

Mr. THOMPSON of Indiana obtained the floor. 

Mr. BLACK moved that the committee rise. 

Mr. GAMBLE hoped it would, as he wished a 
Georgia claim taken up. : 

‘Pae question on the motion that the committee 
rise was taken, and decided in the negative. (Ten 
minutes past three.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Indiana then proceeded. 
He regretted the course which the debate had 
taken. He was sorry the question had not been 
discussed without ref«rence to party considerations, 
There was a time when great American interesis 
were locked to, without regard to party. That 
time, he regretied, was now past. 

~ A large party in this country were opposed ina 
protective tariff. He felt proud to be in its favor, 

” and referred to the history of the tariffs and pro- 

hibitions of other Governments, which operate so 
injoricusly on our prodactions or manufactures. 

One of the chief reasons for adopting the Censi- 

tution was, that the Federal Governinen! might 
have power to protect the general iateres of the 
country: Mr. Madison advocated the Constitution 
on that grouad, and Old Virginia necepted ii partiy 
because it gave ihe ant cn a RE 
tiye productions. e called atten'i : 

ERNS of Mr. Madison ia 1793, wheh he 

termed the germe of the protective systers. The 
speeches of Madison and Sinith were sent to Mr. 

Jefferson at Monticello, and he replied in a letter 

which took ground against free trade and in favor 
f protection. 

ote referred to the treaty with England, con- 

eludéd by Mr. Jay. This was the nearest api 
proach ever made to free trade, and the jacobinica 


democratie clubs all over the country burnt 
him in effigy, on eecovat of the abhorrence 
in which they held the provisions of the treaty. 


Matters went on until tbe whole question was- 


merged into that of the propriety of a protec 
ive tariff. The tariff of 1816 was passed with- 
out opposition; and it was not until long after, that 
a politician of Virginia, now no. more, discovered 


| that it was protective, and Congress had no power 


to pass such a tariff. He replied to the remarks of 


‘the gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr. A. V. Brown,] 


who called the tariff of 1816 a protective tariff. 
He referred to the opinions of General Jackson 
and Martin Van Buren, the head and front of the 
Democratic party, who once advocated an old- 
fashioned Yankee protective tariff. 

He spoke of the arguments adduced, that it 
would be bad faith to raise the duties, in violation 
of the compromise act, and contended that protec- 
tion was coniemplated, even by thatact. It was 
utterly futile to contend that this law was binding, 
He held it to be no more binding than the bank- 
rupt iaw, or any other Jaw of Congress. No legis- 
lature had a right to bind its successors for eight or 
ten years. He quoted from speeches made on the 
occasion of the introduction of the compromise, 
and went at large into its intent and meaning. 

Mr. T. concluded at the end of his hour; having, 
in the course of his remarks, entered into a com- 
parison between the policy pursued by America 
and England, and an examination of the effect of 
a tariff on the various interesis in this country. 

Mr. COWEN next obtained the floor; and, by 
his consent— 

Mr. WELLER moved that the committee rise. 

The commuice then rose, and reporied pro- 
gress. ° 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL offered a resolution, 
wh ch was adopted, authorizing the Attorney Gen- 
eral to employ a temporary clerk. 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuzspay, June 21, 1842. 

Mr. YOUNG presented a petition from a num- 
ber of citizens of Whiteside county, Ilinois, pray- 
ing for a post-route from Peoria to Fulton city; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, 


Mr. BATES, from the Committee on Pensions, . 


made adverse reports on the petitions of Hannah 
Bartlett and Thomas Quantrill; which were or- 
dered to be printed. 


Mr. SMITH of Ind., from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, to which had been referred the petition of 
A. R McNair and Charles Worsley, (praying that 
moneys paid the Government for land may be re- 
funded them,) and many similar cases, reported a 
general bill in relation to lands heretofore sold at 
the land office in the Greensburg, (Jate St. Helena) 
district, Louisiana, authorizing the Secretary of 
the Treasury to refund the purchase money in 
cases where a patent cannot justly issue, owing to 
the imperfect and erroneous character of the pub- 
lic surveys, or conflicting private claims growing 
out of the Spanish and French grants; and also 
authorizing the President of the United States to 
cause the surrendered lands to be resurveyed in 
that district, if he shall deem it expedient. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented a memorial from 
the city of Buffalo, praying that such duties may 
be imposed on foreign imports as will afford ar- 
ple revenue for the support of Government, and 
give protection to doraestic manufactures; also 
praying that Congress will pass ihe currency bill: 
the first branch was referred to the Committee on 
Manufactures, and the second ordered to jie on the 
table. 

Mr. BAGBY, from the Select Committee on the 
petition of David Jones, made an adverse report; 
which wae ordered to lie on the table, and be 
printed. 

Mr. PRESTON, from the Committee on Mile 
tary Affairs, to which had been referred the reso- 
lution from the Gommiliee on Finance, proposiag 
to inquire into the expediency of reducing the army 
to the scale proposed in the proviso to the first sec- 

tion of the army appropriation bill of the House; 
and also into the expediency of regulating ihe pay 


-of the general staff in the manner therein proposed, 


and to regulate the allowance of rations to: com- 
manding officers of separate posts, as provided in 
the proviso No. 2 of 21 section’ of said ac!—report-- 
ed a bill respeeting the organization ofthe army,” 
and for other purposes; which ‘was read, and’ or- 
dered to a second reading, S a age 

- The report accompanying the bill was read. ` It- 
states that the proviso in the Ist section of .the bilt 
from the House, which has been. referred to- the 
committee, proposes—Ist, to disband the 2d: regi- 
ment of dragoons; 2d, to reduce the artillery 
companies from seventy-one to fifty-five; and, 3d, 
the infantry companies from ninety to. fifty-one; 
making, in the aggregate, a reduction of 4;475 for 
the present establishment of non-commissioned 
officers, musicians, and artificers and privates, 
amounting to 11,804—leaving a force, on paper, of 
7,329, which it would be exceedingly: difficutt to 
keep up by enlistment to 6,000. : 

The committee [on Military Affairs]. propose a 
different and less extensive plan of reduction, 
which, in their judgment, will Jeave the army in a 
much more effective condition, and at very little 
aie cost, than the plan suggested by the House 
bill N ne 

In regard to the 2d regiment dragoons, the come 
miltee propose to continue it, with this diminution 
of actual expense, and a reduction of the privates 
in each company of both regiments to fifty, in- 
stead of the present number, séventy-one. 

It is also preposed to reduce each company of 
artillery and infantry to fifty; suffering the non- 
commissioned siaff of regiments, and the other en- 
listed men of companies, sergeants, corporals, mu= 
sicians, farriers in the dragoons, and ariificers’ in 
the artillery, toremain as at present, 

This arrangement gives 60 non-commissioned 
officers, musicians, and privates, to each company 
of infantry; 61, including a farrier, to each com- 
pany of dragoons; and 63, including artificers, to 
each company of artillery. By this plan, the fols 
lowing reduction will be made: i 


In the twenty companies of dragoons - 200 


In the forty companies of artillery - 320 
In the eighty companies of infantry - 2,406 
2920 


Leaving the strength of the army. 8,884 enlisted 
men, instead of 7,329, as proposed by House bills 
making a difference of 1,555.. An army or 8,884, 
on paper, will give an effective force in the field, 
on an average, of about 7,000. And this is jess 
than the standing force established in 1808, in Mr. 
Jefferson’s admivistration, and the minimum necese 
sary, in the opinion of the committee, for the early 
demands of the service. 

The committee come, to the conclusion that the 
Subject of the pay of the staff shall be postponed 
until the next session of Congress, for the purpose 
of procuring from the department a full report 
upon the organization and pay ef the staff. In the 
mean time the committee propose the abolition of 
the office of Commissary General of Purchases, 
and the superintendent ot armories. 


In regard to the allowance of additional rations 
under certain circumstances, the committee enter- 
tain no doubt of its propriety, and propogë to cən- 
tinue them, if 

The report was ordered to be print 

THE RHODE ISLAND DIFFICULTIES, 

Mr. ALLEN asked the Senate to take up the 
resolution submived by him some time ago, calle 
ing upon the President of the United States for jn- 
formation on the subject of the difficulties in Rnode 
Island, and bow far he had interfered by the power 
of the National Governmeat; andthe amendment 
thereto, subaitted by Mr. Tattmapar, asserting 
the powers and duties of the President, touching 
iosufiectionary movements iu the States, and ap- 
proving the course of ihe President with reference 
to the difficulties ia Roode Island. 

Mr. A. merely wished these resolutions to be 
taken up, fer the purpose of making it a special 
order for some day next week. 

Objection being made, Mr. ALLEN demanded 
the yeas and nays on the motion, which were 


“ ordiereds and, the question being put, was decided 


in the ‘affirmative—yeas'21, nays 15, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrg: Alien, Archer, “Bagby, Benton, Buchanan,’ 
“Choate Crafts, Fulton,’ King, McRoberts, Merrick, Preston. 


Sevier, Sturgeon, Tallmadge; Tappan, Walker, 
Woodvury, Wright, and Young-2t, 
“WAYS-—Messrs. Bates, Bello an de 
den; Cuthbert, Evans, Henderson, ; 
Morehead, Smith-of Indiana, ‘White, and Woodbridge—15. 
Mr. ALLEN now moved to make the resolution 
the special order for Wednesday week. E 
- Mr. MERRICK suggested Monday week, which 
was accepted by the mover; and the question being 
put, the: resolutions were postponed till Monday 
week, and made a special order for that day. 
- Mr. "WRIGHT asked the Senate to take up the 
resolution submitted by him on Friday last, provi- 


Wilcox, 


Conrad, Critten- 


ding for-a daily recess; and: confining the action of - 


the Senate io bills of a public character during the 

morning session; and to billsof a private nature 

in the afternoon session. zi i 
- The question was put, and. the motion was disa- 

greed to. : . 

- The resolution submitted by Mr. Conrap on 

‘Tuesday. last: was.taken up, and read as follows: 


“ “Resolved, That the President be requested to communicate 
ża the Senate, so far as he may deem it compatible with the 
public faterest, what measures, if any, have been taken toob- 
Rin the recognition, by the Mexican Government, of such 
‘dlaims of American citizens as were laid before the late joint 
‘commission, but were not acted upon by it, and the satisfaction 
Of such claims as ‘were-admitted by said commission; also, 


‘whether any facts’ have come'to his knowledge, calculated to 
induce a belief thatany claims have been rejected in conse- 
quence of the evidence thereof having been withheld by the 
Moxican Government, its officers or agenta,” : 


Mr. CONRAD, after speaking of the objects 
and the necessity for the passage of the resolution, 
said, when. the resolution was last up, the Senator 
from. Alabama (Mr, Kine] was of. the impression 
that the call was unnecessary, inasmuch as the 
information had been already called for on a reso- 
lution passed at his instance. He believed that 
that honorable Senator was now satisfied that he 
misappiehended the purport of this resolution. He 
begged leave to amend the resolution, by inserting 
the word “finally” after the word “acted,” so as to 
read “claims not finally acted upon.” 

Mr. KING had no objection to the resolution as 
modified. He had misunderstood its purport when 
it wag presented. l 
_ The resolution, as modified, was then adopted. 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported back, with amendments, House 
dill entitled “An act to regulate arrests on mesne 
process in the county of Washingion, in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia,” which were read. 

Several adverse reports from standing commit- 
jees on private claims, were taken up and concur- 
ved in; - : 

Mr. McROBERTS gave notice that, when the 
bill of the Senate (181) ‘to provide for further 
yemedial justice in the courts of the United States,” 
came up for consideration, it was his -iniention: to 
move to amend it-with two additional sections, to 
restrain, within prescribed limits, the power of the 
President in calling out the army or militia for the 
purpose of suppressing obstructions; or alleged 
cbstructions, to the laws of individual States. His 
object in introducing the amendment now, was to 
have it printed, by the time the bill was taken up. 
The proposed amendment was read as follows: 


Sec. 2, And beit further enacted, That the powers confer- 
red upon the President of the United States, by the act to pro- 
vice for calling forth the militia to exectte ihe Jaws of the 
Union, suppress insurrections, and repel invasions, approved 
February 28, 1795; or by the act authorizing the employment 
of the land and naval forces of the United States, in cases of in- 
surrections, approved March 3, 1807, shail not be exercised by 
him hereafter, for the purpose of suppressing obstructions, oF 
alleged cbstructions,to the laws of an individual State, or of 
domestic violence therein, except during the recess of Congress, 
and then only in case of actual force; and that at the first sêg- 
sion after the exercise of such power by him, he shall lay be- 
fore Congress a full and detailed statement of the facts and in. 
formation upon which he acted, together with copies of all com: 
munications received, and all orders issued by him, or under 
his direction, touching the premises. 

Sec. 3. And be tt further enacted, That in all cases where 
application shall be made to the President, when Congress shail 
bein session, by the Executive or Legislature of a State, for the 
tterposition of the authorities of the United Slates to sappress 
obstructions, or alleged obstructions, to the laws of a State, or 


fomestic violence therein, the President of the United Siates, 
mes 


time being, shall forthwith lay before Congress such ap. 

$00, and-all the evidence or other communications touch- 
me, for the action ‘of Congress thereon, 

: aid the ‘amendment eould not be 

Skcepl ‘by general consent, 


untington, Kerr, Mangum, | 


_- CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


: he CHAIR said it could only be 


$ Fail Da Sina E a T i nl te tt Se e eas 


Mr: BERRIEN had no objection to the intro- 
duction. of the’ amendment, for the purpose of 
having it printed; but when the bill came up, he 
would show that it was entirely irrelevant to the 
bill, and would be out oforder. 
` Mt MERRICK said it was incongruous to the 
bill, ad it Should uot, therefore, be received at all. 
admitted now 
by general consent. ee 
iir, McROBERTS said he would, for the pres- 
ent, withdraw it, and move it again when the bill 
was before the Senate. oe, 

The bill for the relief of the heirs and legal rep- 
Tesentatives of Joseph Morriss was taken up, as in 
committee of the whole; and there being no mo- 
tion to amend, 11 was reported to the Senate; and 
the question being put, “Shali the bill be engrossed 
for a third reading?” it was determined in the neg- 
ative. So the bill was rejected. > . 

Mr. EVANS said the morning hour having ex- 
pired, he would move the Senate to take up the 
army appropriation bill; but Le. f 

Engrossed biil to provide for publishing an ac- 
count of the discoveries made by the exploring 
expedition, under the command of Lieutenant 
Wilkes of the United States navy, was taken up 
in its order; when 

Mr. WHITE was satisfied that the bill should 
not pass in its present form. He wasin favor cf 
so amending it as to give the control and arrange- 
ment of all the specimens of natural history, 
brought home by the exploring expedition, to the 
Commissioner of Patents, as subordinate to the 
Secretary of State; and with a view. to accomplish 
that end, he moved to recommit the bill to the 
Committee on Patents and the Fatent Office. 

This motion—in a discussion which fasted nearly 
two hours—was supported by Messrs. WHITE 
and KERR, and was opposed by Mr. PRESTON, 
who viewed it as a question of rival jurisdiction; 
maintaining that the valuable specimens of natural 
history, collected by the exploring expedition, now 
on deposite in the great hall of the Patent Office, 
was the property of the: Government; and that it 
was rigbt and proper that any portion of the Patent 
Office building not absolutely necessary for the occu- 
pancy of the legitimate effects of the Patent Office, 
should be appropriated to the reception of this 
cabinet, and should be placed under the control of 
whomsoever Congress might think meet, without 
at all interfering with the jurisdiction of the Com- 
missioner of Patents. 


Mr. WOODBURY said it was admitted that, atthe 
present time, there was room enough in the Pateat 
Office building for the deposite of this valuable 
cabinet. The building, as well as the cabinet, 
were the property of the Government; and he 
thought they had a right to dispose of and regulate 
this property by law. This bill proposed ‘to do 
that very thing. He said Congress had already 
appropriated $20,000 to the Navy Department, to 
lake charge of,and preserve,this property collecied by 
the exploring expedition. If, therefore, there was to 
be any change of the provisions of the bill, assign- 
ing the control of. it, he thought the Secretary of 
the Navy would be the proper officer, instead of the 
Seereiary of State. He was of the opinion. that 
the Committee on the Library. were the proper per- 
sons in whom to vest the control, ; 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
recommit, and disagreed to by ayes 13, noes 18. 

The bill was then read the third time and passed. 

Mr, WALKER rose and addressed the Chair, 
aad called for the unfinished business. He was 
recognised, and 

The CHAIR announced that the bill to provide 
for further remedial justice in the courts of the 
anned States, was the unfinished business of yester- 
ay. 

Mr. EVANS contended that be 
motion a few minutes before, 
bill; and thought the questien 
king it up, before the 

could be entitled to the 


had made the 
to take up the army 
should be put on ta- 

Senator from Mississippi 
floor on another question, 
Thè CHAIR again repeated that he had reece. 
nised the Senator from Mississippi [Mr. WALKER] 
as eniitled to the floor on the unfinished business of 
yesterday. 


Mr. WALKER persisted in his right to the floor, 


ey SETAC a a 
but said he would cheerfally yield it to the chair- 
-man of the Committee on Finance, [Mr. Evans, 


was a most importent bill. 
Mr. EVANS said he would make no such mo- 
tion. : 
- Mr. WALKER said then he could not yield the 
floor for any other motion. He was willing to 
yield it for tbat bill, because he considered it one oF 
great importance, and in relation to which speedy 
action should be had, 

“The CHAIR decided that the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi, having taken the floor when the special or- 
-der came up, was entitled to proceed; the Senator 
from Maine having waived his motion by-allowing 
other business to intervene. 


was merely to enable a Sta 


Mr. WALKER addressed the Senate for upe 
wards of two hours, The following outline must 
be considered only a mere index of the leading ar- 
guments urged by Mr. W., whose speech in full 
will be given to our readers when written out for 
publication. 

He considered this bill, brought once more be- 
fore the Senate for consideration under the special 
order of the day, as a bill transcending in import- 
ance any bill which bad come before that body 
since he became a member of it- It is a bill of no 
less magnitude in its effects than that-of changing 
the whole judiciary system of the United States. 

In treating of it, he would necessarily be obliged 
to advert to the arguments by which it had been 
attempted to be justified; and he should, in the first 
instance, address himself to those of the Senator 
from Massachusetts (Mr. CHoats-] One of the 
first arguments relied upon by that Senator 
was drawn from the rejection of the Virginia 
resolutions in tonveniion, on the alleged ground 
that they were not strong enough. This, he (Mr. 
W.) contended, was not ihe case; and to prove it 
he read the details of the proceedings of the con- 
vention on that occasion, showing that the resolu. 
tions alluded to amounted to nothing more than a 
reference of the subject to the committee on de- 
tails, with directions to inquire into the expediency 
of entertaining it in convention. 


But the argument was not new—it was merely 
a revival of the general welfare doctrine: The 
principle is not to be found in any of the eńu- 
merated powers of the Constitution. It is, indeed, 
in the preamble, assigned as a reason for adopting 
the Constitution; but it is not embodied in that in- 
strument as a power granted. The words of the 
preamble showed that the general welfare was only 
put forward as one of the objects to be accom- 
plished by the Constitution: In proof of this, he 
read the preamble, as follows: 


“We, the people of the United States, 
more peifect union, 


quillity, provide for the common defen 


fe would call. up the “little tariff bill.” That 


He then adverted to the argument of the Sena- 
tor from Massachusetts, drawn from the opinions 
of Alexander Hamilton, chiefly based on the lati- 
tude which may be given to the word “ controyer. 
Stes,” in the second section of the third artiele of 
the Constitution, Mr, Hamilton's Temarks, he 
(Mr, W.) contended, had special reference to civil 
and not criminal, jurisdiction; and so it was in ref? 
erence to the opinions of Mr. Madison quoted by 
the Senator from Massachusetts, This he proved 
by citing Mr. Madison’s own words, from the 


21 volume of Elliovs Debates, page 205. Mr. 


Madison evidently viewed the judiciary power, 


with regard ig criminal jurisdiction, as remaining 
Just as it was under the old Confederation; and he 
(Mr. W.) contended thar it could not be proved the 
old Confederation ever had, or claimed to have 
any such power as that now attempted to be exer. 
cised by Congress. 

He also quote? at large the opinions expressed 
by Mr. Madison in the Virginia convention, Mr 
Madison then expressly declared that the second 
clause of the third article of the Constitution which 
extends the Federai jurisdiction to citizens of other 
states, can have reference only to cases of a State 
. Mshnuung suit against a citizen of another State by 

Civil process, and not in criminal prdsecutions, It 


te to bring a civil, not a 


Criminal suit, It never Was intended—it never 
could have been intended—that.a sovereign State 
itself should be dragged before a Federal judiciary. 

The next authority referred to was that of Lu- 
ther Martin. Mr. W. read the passage, and ad- 
mitted, if it stood alone, it would bear the construc: 
tion put upon it. by the Senator from Massachu- 
Setts. But it must be taken in connexion with Lu- 

“ther Martin’s construction of the Constitution, 
which he was arguing against. 

He was then a violent opponent of the Consti- 
tution, on the ground that it swallowed up all State 
authorities, and established a monarchy in princi- 
ple. If the Senator from Massachusetts coneurs 
with Luther Martin in these Opinions, he has a 
right to quote his authority; but if fe does hot, he 
is not entitled to quote a part, without the grounds 
on which the opinions were founded. 

Mr. W. then read the second section of the third 
article of the Constitution, as follows: 


“The judicial power shail exiend to all cases in law and 
equity arising under this Constitution, the laws of the United 
States, andthe treaties made, or which shall be made, under 
their authority; to all cases affecting ambassadors, other public 
ministers, and consuls; to all cases of admiralty and maritime 

a jurisdiction; to controversies to which the United. States shall 
beaparty; to controversies between two or more States; be- 


tweena State and citizens of another State; between citizens of 
different States; between citizens of the same State, claiming 
landè under grants of different States; and between a State or 
the citizens thereof, and foreign States, citizens, or subjects.” 

He dwelt on the strict meaning of the word 

` “controversy,” which, he showed, applied to civil 
cases, and not criminal cases; and, in support of this 
“opinion, he quoted 4th Dallas, page 419, Judge 
: Jodell’s decision—an evidence cotemporaneous 
with the going into operation of the Constitution. 
He also quoted Judge Tuppan’s opinions and those 
of Judge Story—all expressly dissenting from the 
assumption that the word “controversies” could be 
` applicable to criminal cases. 

He also argued from analogy and reason, that 
the word could not be applicable to any but civil 

“eases. It would be a strange anomaly to suppose 
that a crime, which is an offence committed 
“against. the laws, peàce, and dignity of a State, 

„could, by reason or analogy, be tried by any other 

; power than the power designated by the State itself, 

"Fle referred to the decisions of Chief Justice 
Spencer, to show tbat he considered evea a prose- 
cution to recover a penalty due to the General 
Government could not be enforced by the Federal 
courts. 

If the Federal jurisdiction cx'sts at all, the courts 
have decided it must be an original jurisdiction, 
and not an appellate jurisdiction; yet this bill gives 
appellate, and not original jurisdiction. The sec- 
ond paragraph of the second section of the same 
article of the Constitution (the 34) is: $ 

“In all cases affecting ambassadors, other public ministers, 
and consuls, and thoze in which a State shall be a party, the Su- 
preme Court shall have original jurisdiction. a all other cazes 
before mentioned, the Supreme Court shall have appellate ju- 


risdiction both as to Jaw and fact, with such exceptions, and ùn- 
der such regulations, as the Congress shall make.” 


He quoted Chief Jastice Marshall's decision as 
to the original jurisdiction; also several other de- 
‘cisions—[3d vol. Condensed Reports, page 587.] 
This bill violates the Constitution, by taking from 
the judiciary its original jurisdiction, and giving itan 
unconstitulicnal appellate jurisdiction. By ad- 
mitting the main argument of the Senator from 
Massachusetts, he would admit this bill out of 
court altogether, as one which Cangress transcend: 
ed its power by passing. Congress farther vio- 
lates the Constitution, by giving an appellate ju- 
risdiction to inferior couris—the distriei ccurts— 
in cases in which, if it could be given at all, it 
wou'd be only to the Supreme Court itself, and 
` Mot to its inferior courts. i . 

With regard to the jurisdiction given in esses 
“arising under the law of nations, he (Mr. W.) con- 
tended that, as the Constitution enumerated these 
cases, it necessarily exciuded all cases under the 
law of nations not enumerated. Yet the cases to 
which this: bill is to extend must arise under the 
law of nations; and they wili te cases not coming 
within the enumerated powers of the Constitution, 
atid therefore excluded by the Constitution. For 
the amendment to the Constitution says: “The 
“powers not delegated to the United States by the 
“Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are 


i 


i 


„Sire no such central sun. 


reserved to the States respectively, 
ple.” . 

If, (observed Mr. W.,) as the Senator from 
Massachusetts contends, you have the power to 
exercise this jurisdiction in’ all cases which affect 
the national peace and welfare—to use the elo- 
quent language~of the Senator himseli—it places 
here the central sun of light and heat. Sir, I de- 
It was never intended 
by the originators of the Constitution. And when 
I behold the azure banner of this Union, and view 
there the stars which represent the sovereign States 
forming a noble constellation, whose light beams 
brigh:ly on the altar of our Constitution, I see 
there all the light-and all the power which we, as 
representatives of the States, possess to carry out 
the great cbjects for which the Constitution was 
framed. And let me tell the Senator that when he 
so changes the Constitution as to create that central 
sun, the stars will disappear; they will become un- 
distinguishable spots; they will vanish like the stars 
ot right before the splendor of the solar beams. 
But when that central sun descends, it will go 
down, not like the bright orb of heaven, to rise 
again with renovated lustre—no: it will go down 
in darkness and perpetual night, $ 

Wil the Senator tel! me it is simply the object 
cf this bill to give power to the Federal courts to 
adopt the law of nations? Mr. President, the fra- 
mers of the Constitution had a right to make such 
provision, if they had thought proper: indeed, itis 
a power which the Federal courts now possess. 
But, sir, an act of Congress to adopt the law ef 
nations! Why, you might as well, by act of Con- 


or to the ‘peo- 


gress, adopt the law of England, or the laws of ` 


Japan, or China. Te framers of the Constitu- 
tion adopted the law of nations to a certain extent, 
to be carried into effect in certain enumerated 
cases, by the judicial tribunals of this Union. 

He read (from the 4th volume of Elliot’s De- 
bates, page 464,) Mr. Madison’s opinions in rela- 
tion to the alien law, in which be draws the dis- 
tinction between alien friends and alien enenies; 
showing that crimes committed by alien friends are 
referrible to the municipal laws of the States; and 
those committed by alien enemies, who must be 
regarded as national offenders, punishable only by 
war, By amending this bill so as to limit its opera- 
tion either to time of war, cr to cases of offences 
committed by alien enemies, it could be made to 
conform to Mr. Madison’s definition. 


In reference to the 10th paragraph of the 8ih 
seclion of the 1st article of the Constitution, he 
admitted that there was an enumerated power “ to 
define and punish piracies and felonies committed on 
the high seas, and offences against the law of na- 
tions.” Oa this clause the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts placed great reliance. But the only part 
of it which he could apply to the McLeod case 
was that relating to “offences against the law of 
nations.” 


And would it be contended-that this bill was to 
carry out th? law of nations—to punish an of- 
fender? Does it not do the very reverse? It takes 
the offender cut of the reach of punishment. It 
proceeds upon the principle that McLeod commit- 
ted no erime against the law cf nations; and that 
he was not, therefore, amenable to the law of na- 
tions, If, then, the billis to be based upon this 
clause of the Constitution, its purpose is net for the 
puaishment of an individual offending against the 
law of nat but for the punishment of a State 
for an cffence committed ugainst it, not dy it. He 
next alladed to the authority assumed from the 
25th section of the judiciary act. If the power is 
given by that act, whence the necessity of this act? 
Ii this is necessary, it shows that no such authority 
exists in the judiciary act. 

Of gil countries under the canopy of heaven, 
foreigners had least reason to complain of this, 
When they were compelled, in the language of the 
poet, to say— 

Nos patria. fines, et dulcia linquimus erva, 


and came to seek an asylum upon these shores, to 
repose beneath the protecting shadow of one of 
these sovereign States, they never need fear that 
protection would not be extended to them. And if, 
perchance, when accused of crime, they must be 


tried by jury—-not in a court of starchamber. but 
in public—a fair and impartial jury of Ameri-. 
can citizens shall pronounce upon their innocence 
or guilt, aoe sears 

Let it not be supposéd that foreigners did “not re- 
ceive as ample and impariial justice as -a-native 
American citizen. He could proudly say ofall the 
States of this Union, that an Emmett or a Fitzger- 
ald never need despair of finding a home and a 
welcome within them; here a Sidney ora Hamp- 
den might breathe the unpolluted air, instead of ex- 
piating upon ihe scaffold the dire offence of daring 
to be free. 

Mr. BERRIEN, observing that there was a very 
thin attendance of Senators to take the vote, 
moved an adjonrnment; and , 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

TursDay, June 21,1842. . , 
_ Mr. CUSHING offered the following’ resolu- 

tion, which was adopted: : ' p 
Resolved, That the President of the United States be request: 
ed to communicate to the House (if, in his judgment, the same 
he not incompatible with the public interest) information as to 
the proceedings of the Government of the United States in the 
case of George. Johnson, a.citizen of the United States, ag. 
grieved by acts of the Government of the Republic of Uruguay. 


Mr. C. J, INGERSOLL, from the Judiciary 
Committee, reported, by leave, on the petitions of 
Amos Kendall and Stockton & Stokes, respective. 
ly, praying Congress to pay the $11,000 lalely re~ 
covered by the said Stockton & Stokes from the 
said Kendall, by verdict of ajury—that the case 
having not yet been finally determined by the 
courts of justice, it is premature for Congress to 
act on the subject; and that, therefore, the. peti- 
tioners have leave to withdraw their several petin 
tions. : ` 

Mr. BOARDMAN, from the Committee on 
Publie Buildings, made a report. ; 

Mr. BARNARD, from the Judiciary Commit. 
tee, reported a bill to provide for the punishment 
of certain crimes against the United States, and for 
other purposes: read twice, and referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. WHITE of Indiana, from the Committee 
on Public Lands, reported a bill granting to miners 
or owners of mines the right of pre-emption. The 
bill was read twice, after which Mr. W. moved its 
reference to the Committee of the- Whole on the 
State of the Union. 


Mr. EASTMAN suggested that it would be a 
more proper course to refer it to the Committee of 
the Whole House: referred accordingly. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO remarked that comrnittees 
should be called in order for reports. 

Mr. GILMER claimed the floor on the unfinish- 
ed business laid over from the morning hour of 
Friday—the subject of Virginia military bounty 
land. He however yielded it temporarily to 

Mr. ADAMS, who remarked that there was a 
message from the President of the United Siates 
on the Speakers table, which had not been sub= 
mitted to the House. 

The SPEAKER, by consent, then laid before 
the Efouse the following message from the Presis 
dent of the United States: . 


To the House of Representatives: 

A resolution of the House of Representatives, of the 43ih in- 
stani, has been communicated to me, requesting, “so far as may ° 
be compatible with the public interest, acopy of the quintuple 
treaty between the five principal powers of Europe for the sup= 
pression of the African slave-trade; and also coples of any te- 
monstrance or protest addressed by Lewis Cass, Esvoy Extra- 
ordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States at 
the court of France, ta that Government, against the ratification 
by France of the said treaty; and of ail correspondence between 
the Governments of the United States and of France, and of all 
communications from said Lewis Cass to his own Government, 
and from this Government to him, relating thereto.” 

In answer to this request, I have to Say thatthe treaty raen- 
tioned therein has sot been officially communicated to the Gova 
ernment of the United States, and no authentic copy of it, there 
fore, can be furnished. In regard to the other papers requests 
ed, although it is my hope and expectation that it will be prop- 
er and convenient, at an early day, to lay them before Congress, 
together with others connected with the same subject, yet, in 
my opinion, a communication of them to the House of Repres 
sentatives at this time would not be compatible with the public 


interest. g 
JOUN TYLER. 
“Washington, June 20, 1842. 
VIRGINIA MILITARY BOUNTY LAND. 
The following resolution, submitted same days 
since by Mr. Stanuy, came up according to orders 


ER solbéd, ‘at a select cominittes be appointed to inquire. 
into she Amo mt and character of the expenditures which have. 
. been mad n. 8 0 , 
‘Glauns allowed by the State of Virginie; what amount of tike 
Claims are still outstanding; whether any further lezislation of 
Congress is necessary to: secute the treasury: against the: pay- 
ment-of improper or unfounded claims of that description, [to 
h was added, on the motion of Mr. Wætiam O. G@oopz,} 
fy outstanding claims, which are’ just-and weli found- 
hat said committee have leave to report by bill-or 
n” a 3 


GILMER who. was, entitled to the floor, 
“and concluded. his: remarks in reply to 


yesu 


‘the genileman from Vermont, [Mr. Hatt,] and in, 


‘favor‘of ‘the claims of the State of Virginia, . 
After he had concluded, Mr. GOGGIN obtained 


on to-morrow, the subject was laid over. K 
THE TARIFF. : i 

On. notion of Mr. FILLMORE, the House fte- 
solved itself into Committee of the Whdle onthe 
state of the Union, (Mr.. McKennan of, Penpsyl- 
vania in the chair,) and resumed the consideration 
of the bill “to provide revenue from imports, and 
to change and modify existing regulations jmposing 
duties on imports, and for other purposes.” 

‘When the House adjourned yesterday, the state 
of- theguestion was this: The following item of the 
pill being under consideration: i 

«Beitenáeted, $c.; That from and after the 30th day of June 
“next, in lieu ofthe duties now imposed by law on the articles 
hereinafter mentioned, and on such as may now. be exempt from 


duty, there shat be levied, collected, and paid, the following du- 
ties, that is to say: tee ta i j 
$; WBirst: On-yook uvmanufactured, the value whereof at the 
„Jast portor pee feom whence exported to tie United States 
shall exceed eight cents per pound, shall be levied a duty of 
thirty per cent. ad valorem.” f 
“Mr. Sauronsraut had moved to strike. out the 
said item, and insert in lieu thereof a portion of 
` the bill reported from the Committee on Manufac- 
tures, 
_  [Nore.—This motion embraced the whole of that bill, with 
the following modifications: 

‘In the first item of the proposed amendment, the words “thir- 
be day of July” were substituted for the words “thirtieth day 
of June. 
~ And the last section, which is in the following words, was 
stricken out: ; ` 

. Sot. 9. And be it further enacted, That if any person shall, 
_Xnowingly and wiltully, with intent to defraud the revenue of 
the United States, smuggle, or clandestinely introduce into the 
United States, any goods, wares, or merchandise subject to duty 
by law, and which should have been invoiced, without paying 
of accounting for thé duty, or shall make out or pass, or at- 
tempt to pass, through the custom-house, any false, forged, or 
fraudulent invoice, every such person, his, her, or their aiders 
and abetters, shail be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on 
conviction thereof, shall be liable to a fine or imprisonment, or 
poth; the fine not to exceed five thousand duilars, or the impris- 
onment two years, i 

Mr. Hassrsauam had moved. to amend the 
amendment, by inserting, in lieù thereof, after the 
words “Be it enacted,” &c., the bill. which had 
‘heretofore been reported by him from the minority 
of: the Committee on Manufactures. 


Mr. FILLMORE rose and stated that he was in- 
structed by the Committee of Ways and Means to 
move that the-navy appropriation bill, with the Sen - 
ate’s améndment, be taken up and. considered. 
He therefore requested the gentleman from Ohio 
{Mr. Cowgn] to yield the floor, in drder that he 
might make the motion indicated. 
This request was not acceded to, and Mr. Cowen 
went on with his remarks upon the tariff bill. 
Mr. COWEN said this question was not con- 
fined in its influence to the manufacturers, but ex- 
tended equally to the grain-growers of the country. 
Indeed, he thought they had a more abiding inter- 
est at stake than. the manufacturers, since the lat- 
ter could direct their capital to other employments. 
The state of the public revenue required an impo- 
sition of duties. This state of things had been 
brought about by the financial policy of the Gov- 
ernment for some years past. He entered into a 
statement ef the receipts from the public lands and 
the customs in years past, for the purpose. of show- 
ing that the deficiency in the receipfs was annually 
becoming greater. Even reducing the Govern- 
ment to the most economical standard of expense, 
more revenue must be had. It might be said that 
the compromise act forbade the imposition of higher 
ties. He (Mr. C.) contended that that act con- 
lated and required that higher duties should 
whenever they should become neces- 


‘hat there had been any legislative 


ahe Government, in. satisfaction of bounty land. 


‘the floor, and, having expressed a willingness to go: 
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perfidy in relation to this subject. The compre- 


‘mise act contemplated a modification of duties; and, 


by. the distribution of the proceeds -of the public 
Jands, the people got the benefit, as it iessened the 


necessity for direct taxation; and it never, for a .. 


moment, entered his mind that. the States were too 
extravagant to be trusted with it. By the distribu- 
tion act, the people got the benefit directly; by pay- 
ing the amount into the national treasury, they re- 
ceived it indirectly; and the question was, wouldthe 
House lower the direct or the indirect taxation. 
He preferred the former; and he preferred it, ‘also, 
because it took the land from out of the political 
market. ; 

He then took a rapid glance through the history 
of this question, and strongly advocated the doc- 
trine of protection, as the true policy of this coun- 


try. 

Ymr. KENNEDY of Indiana said he had no dis- 
position to argue. this question at all, so far as 
related to the production of revenue. Ifthis were 
alone a question of a tariff for revenue, he, for one, 
should have been content to have given his vote 
without speaking a word; but, as it seemed that the 
particular application of this billand, indeed, of 
all the bills—-was in favor of protection, he was in- 
duced to say afew words on it. And he would 
commence by saying that he had no patience with 
this doctrine of protection; he could just as calmly 
sit down and reason about the modus operandi of 
stealing from his pocket the prodace of a day’s la- 
bor, as about this doctrine of protection. When be 
heard gentlemen talk about the necessity of pro- 
tecting the people of the West, he was astonished. 
He was born in the West, and he had resided in the 
West—indeed, he had never resided anywhere 
else; and if he knew anything of the opinion of 
the Western people, it was the reverse of this doc: 
trine of protection, 

On the subject of the constitutionality of protec- 
tion, Jackson, and Madison, and Jefferson, had 
been quoted. He had not had an opportunity to look 
up authorities; but he held thata tariff for protec- 
tion was unconstitutional, and, in a few words, he 
would give the reasons on which his opinion was 
based. It would, doubtless, be admitted that the 
tariff, whether for revenue or protection, was an 
exercise of the taxing power; and he wished the 
word ‘tariff bad never-been used. If the word 
“tax” had been used, as it ought to have been, the 
people would have been much less humbugged 
than they had been. 


The Constitution clothes Congress with the, tax- 
ing power—with power to lay and collect taxes, 
imposts,. ahd excises: and for what was this power 
gives? To pay the debts and provide for the 
common defence and general welfare of the United 
States, Now, if the framers of the Constitution 
had intended to give framers to Congress to exercise 
the taxing power for “protection,” it would have 
been very easy to have added tothe purposes for 
which taxes were ta be raised, “and for the protec- 
tion of domestic manufactures.” It had been in- 
timated that the exercise of the taxing power for 
protection was indirectly to provide for “the gen- 
eral welfare.” To this he replied, that the taxing 
power was given for simple and enumerated pur- 
poses; and to exercise it for other purposes, was to 
violate the trust which had been confided in them. 
He held that to levy a tax, by which one portion 
ot the community was made to pay out of their 
hard earnings for the benefit of another portion of 
the community, was- not a raising of taxes to pay 


the debts or to provide for the general welfare of | 


the United States; it was to provide for the wel- 
fare of a few favorite individuals, at the expense of 
the general welfare. 

But, again: as to the expediency of such a meas- 
ure, He should be glad if the friends of a pro- 
teetive tariff would tell him what. they meant. 
Did they mean such a tariff as would exclude the 
fereign articles from the ports of the United States? 
Did they call a probibitory tariff a tariff for pro- 
tection? The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Cowen] 
had said it seemed to him to be absurd to say that 
they could not have such a tariff as would pro- 
duce revenue, and be a tariff for protection at the 
same time; but others asked for such. a tariff as 
would be entirely prohibitory, while some asked 


for such a tariff as would bring up the article of 
home manufacture to such a profit as the mana- 
facturer.could live by, and thus keep up the com- 
petition with the foreign article. It was contended, 
on other hands, that the adoption of a tariff 
would have the effect of reducing the price of the 
articles at home; but. if such was to be its effect, 
it struck him, very forcibly, that the manufacturer 
would be the last to ask for its adoption, It really 
appeared to him, if such were to be the effect, that 
the consumer would ask for it, and not.the manufac- 
turer. But who had asked for it? Had they seen 
the consumer, the farmer, or the mechanic, in their 
committee rooms, and besieging the House, and 
keeping up a din about their ears? No: it was not 
ihe consumer that would be benefited; it was the 
manufacturer; and the pretence to the contrary 
was all humbug. ` 
By reference to the statistical tables of the 
country, it would be found tbat there were near 
five hundred millions of articles manufactured at 
home, with which similar articles manufactured in 
foreign countries come. into competition. Now 
suppose, for the sake of argument, that the amount 
of home manufactures is four hundred millions, 
and that the importation is one hundred millions: 
then, if you levy a protective tax on these hundred 
millions, of one dollar, you raise, to that amount, 
the prices on the four hundred millions; thus 
making the consumer pay four dollars into the 
pockets of the manufacturer, for every dollar of 
tax that goes into the treasury. But, manifest as 
this species of injustice is, it would not be so odious 
if any portion of these iniquitous exactions went 
into the hands of the laborers who produced the 
articles. They, however, did not get a dollar of it; 
it all ‘went into the pockets of the manufacturers, 
while they got nothing but the miserable pittance 
that was doled out to them for their daily labor. 
He repeated again, that he never could hear a man 
talk about protection to American manufactures 
with patience, for he could view the system in no 
other light than as Jegalized robbery. Retaliation, 
too, was another favorite doctrine which he had 
lately heard much of. It was said that we must 
retaliate against England, because she protected 
her landholders by prohibiting the produce of 
our soil. He lost all patience when he heard 
an absurd and unjust policy advocated. What 
did it amount to? Why, because the Brit- 
ish Government, which was in the hands 
of the wealthy, ground down to the dust 
the starving millions of their population, by 
protecting the produce of the soil in order to 
keep up the princely incomes of the dominant 
classes, we must retaliate, by bringing like evils on 
the laboring classes of this country. Our capital- 
ists and interested classes cannot, as in England, 
enrich themselves from the labor of the producing 
classes, by levying prohibitory taxes on the produce 
of the soil; because land here is cheap, andis. dis- 
tribuied among the great mass of our citizens; 
therefore it is that they propose to tax the articles 
which they have to purchase with the produce of 
their labor; and one of the arguments they use to 
reconcile them to'it, is the specious one of retalia- 
lion. Retaliate for what? Muchas he hated the 
British Government, with iis rouen, corrupt, and 
decaying institutions, yet he felt some sympathy for 
the millions of hardy, laborious, yet siinted opera- 
lives, who were suffering under its abuses; and, 
while he Jamented over the misery and destitution 
to which they were subjected, he.could not shut his 
eyes to the fact that it was to the system of. protec» 
tions and bounties to the favored classes that their 
condition was owing, 
oe system was going to decay even in Eng- 
and, though it was sought to revive it with in- 
creased vigor in this country; and it was, perhaps, 
to the knowledge of this fact that we might attrib- 
Te ae SHES ae we have lately witnessed 
Go gee ice o we not see the British 
í g that system against which 
we are called upon to retaliate—and this, too, forced 
upon it by public opinion? If we give up this 
absurd doctrine of retaliation, and set them the ex- 


. ample of a more just and liberal policy, we ma 
| hope that, in afew years, the whole ewm in Eng- 
; land will go down, Public opinion there’ has ale 


people; and will, in time, accomplish all that is de- 
sited by the philanthropist; bat the reason why 
public opinion has not done more as yet, is because 
the great body of the people have not. the same 
share-in. the Government as with us. - - 
SAs to this. clamor that was made for protection, 
. where did it come from? Did it come from the 
farmers and mechanics of the conntry, or from the 
„wealthy capitalists? Who ever beard of protection 
being asked: for potatoes? It was true that some 
here, who répresented farmers, declared that they 
wanted protection; and accordingly he found in- 
served in this bill a duty of ten cents on potatoes. 
- What was this for? Who wanted protection for 
potatoes? „It was- only put in to hoodwink the 
farmers, to make them stand still while they were 
fleeced. His word for it, no one would ever ask 
for a protection for potatoes; and the putting in 
this duty was the greatest humbug in the world. 
He wanted to ask the advocates for protection a. 
few questions. They said that they wanted a 
market for the surplus produce of the farmers, 
‘and that, by -protecting the manufactures, that 
market would be created. They say to the farm- 
ets of the West: “You raisea great deal of corn, 
beef, and-pork; and.as the British have closed their 
ports against it, you must make.a market at home, 
by. turning the New Englanders into manufactur- 
. rs.” Now this, at the first- blush, seemed to be 
“very: plausible; but he wished to ask them how 
-mych.of the sarplus produce of the Western farm- 
ers they would take, Will they give us a market for 
all. our surplus produce? No; they will not and 
eannot,. One of the rich States of the valley of 
Ahe:Mississippi could keep all the manufacturing 
establishments in New England in hog and homi- 
ony for three years. They could not take any thing 
like the surplus produce of the West. Our coun- 
<try-is too vast and. too. rich for its surplus produce 
` to" be. consumed. by the manufacturing establish- 
ments of. afew. States. It was eminently caleu- 


nä- he never would make it -ihe latter, if 
the power to do so. Let..any man travel 
‘through ‘the “Western. country, ‘breathe its. pure 
air; look upon its fertile fieids, and witness the 
dom,and,:happiness of its population, and say 
ifshe,would; change. it. for the crowded atmosphere 
ofa manufacturing town, with all its vice and 
misery—which, said he, I pray God to keep us from. 
“Then, he would say, that: in the very nature of 
things, the manufacturers never could be made to 
consume the surplus produce of the Western coun- 
tty. But suppose thai it could—suppose that you 
sadopt.a tariff, exeluding all foreign commodities. 
If we buy: nothing, we can sell nothing; and here 
Will be the. spectacle of the American Republic, 
like a second Celestial Empire, drawn up within her 
sShell—-cut off from commerce with all the world. 
When we come to this condition, some new lights 
may spring up with notions like those of the hon- 
orable gentleman from Massachusetts, and set all 
the world against us, for a violation of the laws of 
nations, and to whip us into commerce again. 
In continuation of his remarks, Mr. K. took the 
‘ground that every dollar of a protective tax levied 
on imports was taken from the exports of the coun- 
try. It had been said (and with great plausibility) 
that the exports of the country paid for the imports. 
This being true, it necessarily followed that the tax 
levied on imporis came out of thè exports; and the 
farmers, therefore, who were the producers of the 
privcipal part of the articles exported, were the per- 
sons most interested ia opposing a high tariff. Af- 
tera brief argument in support of this position, Mr. 
_K, avowed his intention to vote for such an in- 
< grease of the tariff as would supply a revenue age- 
quate to the economical wants. of the Government, 
But he said there must be no protection as such in 
` the tariff, and no distribution, or he cou'd not give 
it his support. ; 
_ -MrceFORNANCE regretted the necessity that 
induced him to-speak-on the present occasion; and, 
-butfor.the anxiety which was felt by his cousiita- 
‘ents inthe disposition. which would be made of this 
subject, would not trouble tae committee at all. 1E 
-he knewstheir opinions, they had evinced great 


pegricultural,and not fora manufacturing” 


| 
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ready done much-against it—has foreed’ those in | 
power to pay some attention to the interests. of the . 


anxiely to-have the question settled. He would 
not say they were allin favor of a protective tariff; 


yet they were, he believed, advocates of a tariff of 


some kind. 

There was nothing, he imagined, so injurious to 
all branches of business as the uncertainty and in- 
stability of our present revenue laws. Whenever 
legislation became uncertain, we must expect em- 
barrassment{s to ensue; but when the Government— 
or, rather, he should say—a party in power—had 
made promises to the people that the tariff should 
be revised, and then delayed its action from week 
to week, month to month, and, he might say, year 
to year, it was not surprising that ruin followed as 
the consequence of such delay. Believing this, he 
could not but ascribe much of the embarrassments 
of the people and.the Government to the delay of 
Congress in taking action upon those subjects 
which it was bound to consider. The merchant 
would noi import, because be feared lest some law 
would be passed which would not only. take away 
his property, but seriously affect his capital, should 
he adventure. Neither would the manufacturer 
pursue his trade, for fear of ruin from the action of 
Congress. . This uncertainty reached all the avoca- 
tions of life. 

The people were promised a tariff; and for that 
reason he had suggested, at the extra session, that 
it.should be taken up and acted on then. He 
thought the tariff was one of those “weighty ma: 
ters” assigned in the President’s proclamation as 
the cause of an extra session of Congress. It was, 
however, deemed out of order to allude to the 
tariff at that session, because the President had not 
recommended the subject to the consideration of 
Congress in his message. 

He would remark to those gentlemen opposed to 
him, that the course here displayed a degree of 
firmness worthy of a better cause. They had re- 
mained here nearly two years, during which time 
they had listened to cries of distress—their tables 
loaded with petiticns from all paris of the country; 
and the newspapers bringing them constant accounts 
of bankruptcies, low. wages, &c. ‘The Secretary 
of the Treasury had sent in letter afier letter. Con- 
gress had passed varicus temporary relief bills, 
It had passed the loan Dill, and the treasury note bill, 
aud had finally sent our Government into the 
market. In such a state of things, they kad re- 
mained now going on two years, and were almost 
ata stand. ` 

His purpose was to define his position, and ex- 
plain- the reasons for the course which he should 
pursue in relation to this bill. He was the more 
induced to do this, because he had seen his name 
mentioned in the Northern papers as a-friend to a 
protective tariff. He knew. not whether he under- 
stood what was meant by a protective tar ff. If it 
meant a bounty given to a particular occnpation—-a 
tax to aid one man or set of men who could not 
live without it, and who required. the protection of 
Government to enable their business to sueceed— 
he was opposed to it, and would deem such a sys- 
tem oppressive and unjust. Nothing could be more 
unjust than to tax the wheat-growers of Pennsyl- 
vania for the benefit of the wheat growers of Vir- 
ginia; or the tobacco of Maryland, fer the benefit 
of the morus multicaulis men of Maine; or the to- 
bacco of Virginia, for the purpose of enabling the 
planters of Louisiana to cultivate suger, when they 
had not the climate in which it. could grow. He 
was opposed to unjust protection like this. 

Inasmuch as he had voted to refer the subject of 


the tariff to the Committee cn Manufactures, he 


had been claimed as a friend of protection. In vo- 
ting for this reference, he had done so without re- 
gard to protection. He knew it was said that the 
vote was atest; but he was unwilling to be tested 
by it. Hither of the committees to which it 
was proposed to refer the subject, was good 
enough for a-high-tariff man, and bad enough for 
a low-tarif one. Indeed, the Committee of Ways 
and Means had reported the highest tariff of the 
two. He beleved that the Committee on Manu- 
factures was instiinted to inquire into such sab- 
jects. Besides, if there were no other reason, here 
was a Whig Gongress asking to have the subject 
referred to a committee of seven Whigs and two 
Democrats, 


He wished it referred to that commit 
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the might. know what would be the 


tee, in-order tha 
Whig policy.: ; 7 ; 

He was aware that the Whigs had met with nu- 
merous defeats since the extra session of Congress. 
He expected that-adversity would have taught them _ 
wisdom. Knowing:that she.extra session. was.their 
“glorious summer,” -he was. willing to try what 
would be their opinions in their “winter of discon- 
tent.” ut. 

He would state his reasons for voting for'an in» 
creased tariff. One was, that it would check the 
rapid strides of the compromise act. He. believed 
that act to be a source of oppression to the people- 
of the North. He would not, however, say it was 
itself an oppression; but, its association with the 
act of 1828 made it oppressive. He was opposed 
to the act of 1828. If the gentleman from Indiana, 
[Mr. Trompson,] who addressed the House on yes- 
terday, would examine the act of 1828, and the 
circumstances under which it was passed, he would 
find out the reason why the Democratic party were 
no longer tariff men, and would conclade that it 
was not surprising that Jefferson and Madisen were 
in favor of a protective tariff. as 

in 1826, a revolution took place in the Federal 
party. They raised the flag of the American sys- 
tem, and, when seated upon that hobby, it was 
that the Democrats took a stand against the ‘*bill 
of abominations,” as unjust and oppressive, as 
imposing unreasonable duties, as opening the door 
to frauds upon the revenue, and as causing extrava- 
gance, and a neglect of business among the manir- 
facturers. He held that economy was necessary 
to the manufacturers. Before this bill was passed, 
they lived not by counting cenis, but by counting 
the thousandth part of cents. Their strides then 
became too rapid, and, as a consequence, their bu- 
siness was neglected, and did not receive the neces- 
sary personal superintendence. In the year 1834, 
there were some fabrics which were subject to a 
duty of two hundred and fifty per cent, The com- 
promise bill proposed to bring these down to 
twenty per cent. in eight years—-a reduction en- 
tirely too great. 

He bid that the act of 1833 was but a counter- 
part to the mad legislation of 1828. He knew it 
was regarded by some as a compromise entered into 
under peculiar circumstances, and which should 
not be disregarded. He did not, however, under- 
stand it as such. His predecessor had not told 
him that he was net to infringe it, and his cona 
stituents only expected him to vole according to 
their will. He knew the act was a compromise; 
but all laws were passed by compromise. Con- 
gress legislated and repealed by compromise. He 
desired to compromise at the present time with the 
high-tariff men of the North and the anti-tariff mea 
of the South. He did not desire to go back to 
1828, but to 1839 and 1840, before he permitted 
the manufacturers to be put down by the compro- 
mise of 1833. For this reason, he should vote an 
increase of the duties on imports. 

He referred to the embarrassed condition of the 
Government. Its sitgation was truly perplexing. 
And yet nowhere were food and clothing so abun- 
dant as among our people. Knowing that there 
must be revenue, he was willing to vote it, The 
time would come, he knew, when direct taxes 
would have to be-resorted to, and when we could 
not raise enough revenue from the cusioms. Per- 
haps the sooner it came the better. But it had not 
yetcome, nor were the people now prepared for 
direct. taxation. It was, then, plain that higher 
duties would kave to be imposed. 

There was another reason why he should vote 
fora higher tarif than we now had. He should 
vote to protect the honor and interests of the na- 
licn—a thing which no man could say was uncon- 
stitutional. Gentlemen might call it oppressive, 
he admitted that; but while he did so, he contended 
that it was necessary. Suppose it waa necessary to 
make reprisals: could it be done without suffering? 


| Suppose an embargo were deemed necessary to 


the welfare of the country: could it be taid wihout 
loss and inconvenience? And further, suppose we 
had to declare war: could it be done without sof- 
fering much inconvenience and ihe joss ef meny 
lives? Whilst England refused to admit cur proe 
ductions into her markets, he beld it to be the duty 


boa 


`of out Gover: ment tolay the same restrictions upon 
“per iron, (oa! &e.. France refused our tobacco; in- 
etern, we should refuse ber. wines. Tae Aus 
“Bor the ihrée reasons which he had stated; he 
was inclined to vote for an-inerease of the tariff. 
“Jf that increase, however; depended: upon the dis- 
iribation of the proceeds of the public‘lands, he 
‘could’ not vote for it. He felt ithis duty to say 
inat he had no ‘constitutional’ scruples about the 
yight-of Congress to distribute the proceeds of the 
public -lands, He held that the General Govern- 


ment might.do what it pleased with them——distribute — 


: 40 the States, or retain them for iis own- use. But 
‘when the.Government was in such an embarrass- 
ing condition, he could | not consent to part with 
them. = : f i 
`< Having said what he felt it to be his duty to say, 
he would conclude, although he had by no means 

| -cousumed his hour.on-the’ floor. ; 

Mr..STEENROD addressed the committee in 
opposition to a protective tariff, and went into an 
examination of the American system and the-poli- 

‘ey of high duties at large. The position in the 
hall occupied by Mr. S. was suchas to prevent 
him. from being heard, except in a, very small por- 
tion of his remarks; to give which alone would do 
him injustice. 

At the close of the honorable gentleman’s speech, 
there were loud cries of “Question.” It was evi- 
dent, however, that there was much less than a 
quorum in attendance. i . . 

. Mr. MERIWETHER said it was evident there 
was not a quorum present, for no one anticipated 
that. the vote’ would be taken. He moved, there- 
fore, tuat the committee rise. . 

Mir, VILUMORE suggested that the messengers 
conid be sent.to fetch ine members from the Sen- 


ale. $ 

_ Mr, MERIWETHER said he should be satis- 
fied ifthe members were sent for; and, therefore, 
he withdrew his motion to rise. 

Mr. CLUSFORD called for tellers, which were 
ordered; and Messrs. Sruarr of Illinois and ©. 
JouNson were appointed. 

The question was on the amendmeftt to the 
amendment, being the bill offered by Mr. HABER- 
suam, from the minority of the Committee on 
‘Manufactures, to the. bill offered by Mr? SALTON- 
STALL, the chairman of that committee. The 
amendment to the amendment was lost—ihe vote 
being 37 in the affirmative, and 85 in the negative. 

‘The question then recarred on the amendment, 
being the bill offered by Mr. SALTONSTALL. 

Mr. PICKENS said, before that question was 
put, he desired to address the committee; but he 
was not prepared to do so this evening. If any 

; other gentleman desired to proceed, he would give 
way; otherwise, he would move that the bill be 

“postponed until to-morrow, that the committee 
might take up some other bill, 

Mr. FILLMORE called for tellers, and Messrs. 
Gwin and Irwim were appointed; but a quorum 
did not vote, though a quorum was in the House. 

Mr. PICKENS made some inquiries of the 
Chair as to the position in which the bill would be, 


if the committee proceeded to vote on the amend- | 


meni—~-his object being to have the whole question 
open for debate, 

A conversation ensued between Mr. PICKENS, 
me CHAIRMAN, Mr. ANDREWS, and others; 
an 


Mr. PICKENS then moved that the tariff bill ` 


be pes'poned until to-morrow, and that the com- 
miveé iake np the Indian appropriation bill. 
T'he tuilers,; previously appointed, took the qnes- 
tion; and they reported 73 in the affirmative, and 
_ 69 in the uegalive. 
INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 
$, The committee then took up House bill No. 77, 
being a biil making appropriations for the current 
and coatingent expenses of the Indian Department, 
and for fulfilimg treaty stipulations for the year 
1842. 
The Clerk read the clauses suecessively. 
MrJ. COOP:R moved an amendment in the 
: 234 line of the 24 page of the bill, for the purpose 
ppropriating $1,500 for the half-year’s salary 
clerks, which dre House had given authority 
The amendment was agreed to. 


CONGRESSION 


Mr. J. COOPER submitted. anotber amendment 
to.appropriate.$5,000 to enable the Government to 


| appoint. a commissioner to. treat with the Winne- 


bago Indians. - : 

Mr. FILLMORE inquired if the Committee on 
Indian Affairs had recommended this appropri- 
ation. gh ae ae 

“Mr: COOPER replied in the affirmative. 

Mr: J. CAMPBELL wished to have some expla- 
nation of the circumstances which called for this 
appropriation. The appropriations for the In- 
dians were very large, and he should desire some 
good reason for-an additional appropriation. 

Mr. COOPER explained; and by reference to 
memorials from the Territory of lowa, where these 
Indians are. now stationed, and to areport of a 
committee on the subject, showed that it was ne- 
cessary that this Indian tribe should be removed 
from its present location. The Committee on In- 
dian Affairs had, therefore, applied to the Secretary 
of War to know what amount of money would be 
-necessary for the purpose contemplated; and they 
were informed that.the sum mentioned in his 
amendment would be requisite. 

Mr. McKAY make some remarks on the prac- 
tice which had prevailed for some years, of appoint- 
ing these commissioners by the President-alone, 
who also fixed the rate of remuneration. Now he 
thought it proper that this practice should be cor- 
rected; for there had been great abuses. It. was a 
matter that ought to be regulated by law; and he 
rose for the purpose of calling the attention of the 
commitiee to this circumstance. He saw no rea- 
son why the concurrence of the Senate should not 
be required, instead of vesting the authority ex- 
clusively in the President. 

Mr. FILLMORE submited an amendment to 
the amerdment, which was understood to increase 
the appropriation to $6,200, and to extend its oper- 
ation to the Sioux tribe of Indians also. 

Mr. COOPER of Pennsylvania briefly explained 
the object of the bill, which was to remove the 
Winnebago Indians from the Neutral Ground, where 
they are at present located, being between the 
Sioux on the one side, and the Foxes on the other, 
and in constant danger of coming into collision 
with them. He further added, that the removal 
was now asked for by the Winnebagoes. 

After an explanation from Mr. MeKAY, the 
amendment was agreed to. i 

On motion by Mr. FILLMORE, the bill was 
futher amended by adding an appropriation of 
$878, in addition to the appropriation heretofore 
made, for the’ expenses of treating with the Ca- 
manches, and other wild tribes. 

Mr. GILMER offered an amendment, providing 
that no part of this appropriation shall be applied 
to the payment of salaries or other compensation 
to, or on account of, any officer or officers, unless 
the same has been created by law. 

After a brief discussion, in which Messrs. GIL- 
MER, FILLMORE, THOMPSON of Indiana, 
WM. B. CAMPBELL, THOMPSON of Missis- 
sippi, GWIN, and COOPER of Pennsylvania, 
took part—~ 

Mr. THOMPSON of Indiana offered, as an 
amendment to the amendment, to add the words 
“or is not specifically provided for by this bill;” 
which being agreed to— i 

Mr. WM. B. CAMPBELL offered a farther 
amendment to the amenimen?, providing that the 
pay of the commissioner to negotiate the treaty 
sball not exceed eight dollars per dav, nor the 
mileage ten cents per mile; which was also agreed 
to; and the amendment, as amended, was adopted. 

On motion by Mr. THOMPSON of Indiana, the 
committee rere and reported the bill to the House 
as amended; and the amendments made in Com- 
mittee of the Whole having being concurred in— 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

Mr. McKAY having intimated his intention of 
making some observations an this bill in regard ‘to 
the frauds that have been practised in negotiating 
Indian treaticsen. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Indiana: hoped the bill 
wouid be read the third time and passed now. The 

gentleman from North Carolina, he said, could 
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make his remarks on some otber occasion, as they 
could not be applicable to this bill. 

The SPEAKER said that the bill was not yet 
engrossed; and could not be read the third time 
now, but by general consent. 

_Mr. WM, W. IRWIN, from the Committee on 
Roads. and Canals, asked leave to introduce a bill 
making appropriation for the improvement of the 
Hudson, Mississippi, Wabash, and other rivers. 

Mr. LEWIS, and others, objected. 

Mr. IRWIN moved to suspend the rules; but, on 
the yeas and nays being called, withdrew the mo- 
tion. 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. . 
Weonespay, June 22, 1842. 

Mr. COTHBERT said, in looking over the 
morning papers, he found that he was reported as 
having voted against the proposition of the Senator 
from Ohio, [Mr. ALLEN,] to take up the resolution 
submitted by him in relation to the difficulties in 
Rhode Island.- He begged leave to have his vote 
recorded in the affirmative. 

The CHAIR understood it as a proposition of 
the Senator to change his vote; if so, the rule was 
peremptory, allowing no change subsequent to the 
annunciation of the vote. It could only be done 
by the general consent of the Senate. 

Mr. CUTHBERT said his attention was drawn 
off for a few- moments, and when his name was 
called, he voted, but under an entire misapprehen- 
sion of the shape in which the question was pre- 
sented. .He would have voted in the affirmative 
if the question had been presented to his mind in 
the form in which itis reported. As his vote was 
an erroneous one, he hoped permission would be 
granted .to record it properly. 

The question was put, and permission was 
granted. ; 

Mr. EVANS presented three memorials from 
the State of Maine, remonstrating against the 
passage of a bill pending before the „Senate, pro- 
posing changes in the Wiscasset and other collec- 
tion districts in that State: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce, 

Mr. YOUNG presented the proceedings of a 


j meeting of settlers held at Galena, Illinois, rela- 


tive to the disposition of the United States lead 


lands: referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands. 


Mr. BUCHANAN presented three memorials, 
(similar to others presented by him,) from the State 
of Pennsylvania, recommending to Congress the 
propriety of creating stock, amounting to 200,000,- 
000 dollars, to be distributed among the States and 
Territories,-and based upon the public lands, and 
pledging the proceeds from the same irrevo- 
cably to the redemption of the stock: referred to 
the Committee on Finance, 

Mr. B. also presented one memorial from the 
county of Delaware, and two from the county of 
Montgomery; Penn., asking for protection to do- 
mestic manufactures: referred to the Committee 
on Manufactures. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented a memorial from 
the city of New York, urging upon Congress the 
Importance of a speedy adjustment of the tariff. 
The memorialists say that the question whether the 
proceeds from the public lands be retaired in the 
national treasury or not, is unimportant, and should 
notbe permitted to prejudice the passage of an ade- 
quate tariff: referred to the Committee on Manu- 


4 factures. 


Mr. EVANS gave notice that he would, on to- 
morrow, ask leave to bring in a bill to define and 
establish the fiscal year of the Government. 

_ The resolution of Mr: Woopsory, calling for 
information as to what part of the loan authorized 
ander the late law had been effected, came up in 
its order, and was, on the motion of Mr. EVANS 
laid on the table for the present. ie 

The Senate then took up the joint resolution 
submitted several weeks ago by Mr. Granam, to 
amend the'joint rules of the two Houses to the ef- 
fect that, whenever a claim against the United 
States, of any description, has been, or shall be 
presented to either House, referred to a commit 
tee, and such committee shall have made a repor 
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in writing against. the allowance of the claim, and 
the same shall have been concurred in by the 
House, it shall not be again in order to: corsider 
such claim, unless presented on a new petition, 
pointing out error in the action onthe. claim, or 
presenting new evidence in support of it. 

The resolution was discussed at some length by 
Messrs. GRAHAM and TAPPAN in favor of its 
adoption, and by Messrs. BAGBY, LINN, and 
WOODBRIDGE in opposition to its passage 
without mature consideration; when, 

On motion of Mr. LUNN, its further considera- 
tion was postponed till Monday next. 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, reported a bill for the 
relief of William Debuys; which was read, and or- 
dered to a second reading. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. » 


On motion of Mr. EVANS, the Senate proéeed- 
ed to. consider, as in committee of the whole; the 
bill making appropriations for the support ofjthe 
army and Military Academy for 1842. X 


è 


Mr. EVANS said there. were several amed- 4 


“ments proposed by the Committee on Finance 
which he hoped would meet the approbation of the’ 
Senate. , 

The CHAIR then read the proposed amendment 
to the Ist section; which was, to strike out the pro- 
visoes, as follows: 


“Provided, That the recruiting service shall cease until the 
number of non-commissioned officers and privates in the va: 
rious companies of the several artillery and infantry regiments 
shall be reduced by death, expiration of term of service, or other 
causes, and such discharges as the President may from time to 
time direct, to the number fixed by the act entitled ‘An act tore- 
duce and fix the military peace establishment of the United 
States,’ approved March 2, 1821; And provided further, That 
no part of this appropriation shall be applied after the 30th 
day of September next to the payment of the regiment of dra- 
goons established and authorized by the act of 23d May, 1835: 
And provided, alse, That no moncy appropriated in this bill, 
or hereafter to be appropriated, shall be applied to the pay- 
ment of any larger sum of money to the officers attached to 
the general staff, to wit: those in the Adjutant General’s depart- 
ment, the Inspector General’s department, the Quartermaster 
General’s department, the Subsistence department, the Purchas- 
ing department, the Medical department, the Pay department, 
the corps of engineers, the topographical enginecrs, the Ord- 
nance department, and the military academy, that the sums 
now paid to the officers of the same grade in the infantry and 
artillery service, whether the same be for their pay or emolu- 
ments, orany other service.” 

Mr. EVANS said the provisoes would, if adopt- 
ed as they came from the House, lead to a com- 
plete change in the whole organization of the 
army—first, as to its reduction to the standard of 
1821; next, as to the disbanding of a regiment of 
dragoons; and next, as to the equalization of pay. 
The subject had been referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs; which commiitee had reported a 
pill to accomplish all the objects of reduction com- 
patible with the service of the country. This was, 
unquestionably, the only proper mode of legisla- 
tion; for it must be evident that ihe introduction of 
the change into an appropriation bill was improper 
and inappropriate. 

Mr. KING said he thought they could act more 
satisfactorily upon this appropriation bill, after the 
pill which had been reported by the Committee on 
Military Affairs, proposing a reduction in the 
army. The matter had undergone some examina- 
tion; and he believed there was an evident de- 
termination that some alteration should take 
place; and he believed it was important that a 
change should, at all events, take place with re- 
gard to warrant officers. There ought to be 
something like equalization. At present, he be- 
lieved that staff-officers were placed upon such a 
footing as to reuder jt exceedingly desirable to 
those holding commissions to be placed upon the 
staff; and the department was consiaatly besieged 
with applications in consequence. He thought it 
would be better to take up the bill reported by the 
committee first of all, and to show the House of 
Representatives that they weig_disposed fo azt 
conformably to their suggesiion; otherwise he 
feared they would be under the necessity of bandy- 
ing this bili back and forth, with amendments be- 
tween the two Houses, and eventually that they 
would be obliged to adoptit in the shape the House 
had given to it. He did not feel prepared to de- 
termine as to the propriety of retaining or rejecting 
these provisoes, until the ether bill should have been 


‘appropriations were required to be made. 
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considered, that they might understand to whatextent 
He be- 
lieved the course be had suggested would give 
more satisfaction to the other House; and it would 


“be much better, therefore, that this bill should be 


postponed. 

Mr. EVANS explained the inconvenience of 
putting back the appropriation bill three or four 
He was sure the House would be satisfied 
with the assurance of the Senate that it would act 
on the bill introduced by the Commitiee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, and- would concur in passing the ap- 
propriation bill for the army, without any delay 
on account of the provisoes being stricken out. 

Mr. SEVIER observed that, as he understood, 
a reduction of the army expenses was contem- 
plated, to the extent of about $700,000 per annum. 
He was satisfied that, unless some economical 
seheme of this kind were adopted, they would be 
Sbliged to resort to some extraordinary measures 


¿for raising the necessary means for the support of 
} the Government, 


er If his Senator from South Car- 
olina desired that his bill should be considered at 
ail, it would greatly facilitate the business if it 
were considéred first. i 


Mr. PRESTON assured the Senator that he and 
the Committee on Military Affairs, of which he 
was chairman, had brought forward the bill which 
he introduced yesterday in perfect good faith. He 
would have no objection to its being considered 
immediately after this bill; so thatit might go to 
the House in company with the appropriations. 

Mr. EVANS was not aware of any thing else 
in the appropriation bill that was likely to involve 
discussion. He hoped it would be disposed of at 
once. 


Mr. KUNG said he had no wish to impair, in 
the slightest degiee, the condition of the army, or, 
indeed, of any branch of the public service; but 
the Senator would see that they would be much 
better enabled to vote upon the proposition of the 
House, contained in the provizoes, after they had 
examined the subject of reduction as proposed by 
the Committee on Milltary Affairs. Though it was 
unusual to encumber an appropriation bill with 
extraneous matter; yet, as the House had thought 
proper to do so, he would have no objection to act 
upon that proposition at the proper time; but he 
would prefer to adopt the proposition of the Sena- 
tor from Arkansas, and to consider the bill submit- 
ted by the Committee on Military Affairs prior to 
entering upon the consideration of this one. Al- 
though he was unwilling to delay the passage of 
the appropriation bill, yet he thought the proper, 
sensible, and judicious course would be that which 
he had referred to. Gentlemen would then be bet- 
ter enabled to understand what they were voting 
for. He moved to lay the bill on the table. 

Mr. EVANS called for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. KiNG withdrew his motion. 

Mr. LINN wished to know why the chairman 
of the Finance Committee wished to give this bill 
the preference. 


Mr. EVANS said the year was far advanced, 
and the service suffering for want of the means to 
be appropriaied by this bill. He thought it could 
be disposed of in half an hour; and then the army 
bill, reported yesterday, coid be taken up, and 
also passed to day. 

Mr. WOODBURY was opposed to the proposi- 
tion si present before the Senate, for striking out 

cause he was not favorable to 
urate legislation upon the subject, 
easi, in favor of retaining the 
provisoes enti! some other plan of reduction should 
ne adopted. If it were adopted this session, the 
ion of the provisces would then cease; if not 
adopted until the next session, the previsces woul, 
in ihat czes, continue until thai time. As atem- 
porary regulation, he thought it desirable that the 
provisves sboald be adopted. 

Fhere © nother argument in favor of its 
adopticn—which wa’, thata redretion of the ex- 
pense was contemplated to the extent, he beheved, 
of half a million of dollars. Under there circum: 
stances, he. was is favor of earrying out the views 
of the House, until something better could be pro- 


baths was, a& 


posed. 


[aaneen OTTO a 


The question then came up on striking out the 
provisoes. ; i 

Mr. EVANS called for. the yeas-and. nays; 
which were ordered. r pe aSa 

Mr.. PRESTON explained the propriety of- pro- 
ceeding by bill on all regulations of the army. . The 
object of the appropriation bills is to carry into; ef- 
fect the- established laws of the land. Having 
passed this appropriation bill, the Senate can go 
into the consideration of the hill for regulating. the 
service. . In disposing of the regulation bill, should 
Congress decide upon reductions in the service, re- 
quiring less money for the army than the appropri- 
ation bill provides, no harm will be done, as no 
money will be applied beyond what the service 
requires, 

Mr. SEVIER explained the reason why. he-could 
not vote to stfike out the provisoes. 

Mr. CUTHBERT wished to know how far the 
Committee on Military Affairs approved of the 
proposed reductions in the army? : 

Mr. PRESTON replied that, if tbe report of the 
committee had been in print, the Senator would 
have seen that the question was answered in it. 
The committee had considerable doubt of the ex- 
pediency of the reductions; but the financial condi- 
tion of the country compelled them to approve of 
the general proposition. : 

Mr. CUTHBERT asked if the members ofthe 
committee would, individually, support the meas- 
ure of reduction? i 

Mr. PRESTON said, unquestionably Ñe would 
support the bill he had reported. 

Mr. MERRICK observed that, as a member of 
the committee, he also felt bound to sapport the 
bill. 


The question was then taken on concarring with 
the committee in the proposition to strike out" the 
provisoes,.and resulted in the affirmative—yeas 28, 
nays 8, as follows: . 


YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Bagby, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Benton, Berrien, Choate, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Evans, 
Fulton, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Linn, Man- 
gum, Merrick, Morehead, Preston, Rives, Sevier, Smith of In- 
diana, Tallmadge, Walker, and Woodbridge—28. * 

NAYS—Messrs, Allen, Clayton, McRoberts, Sturgeon, Tap- 
pan, Wilcox, Woodbury, and. Wright—8, 

The next amendment was to strike out the pro- 
viso, page 2, lines 35, 36, 37, 2s follows: 

“Provided, That hereafter no additional ration shall be al- 
lowed to commanding officers of separate posts,” 


Mr. BENTON explained the reasons which had 
influenced Congress to allow double rations to the 
commanding officers of separate posts.. It was a 
practice founded on the necessary situation in 
which the officers in command of separate posts 
were placed. This was according to the old es- 
tablished laws. He conceived the object of the 
House was to assimilate the practice to that of the 
bureaus—not military posts. The provision 
should be embraced in the new Dill to follow this. 
And, considering that a proper place for it, he 
would be in favor of striking out the proviso from 
this bill. 

Mr. WOODBURY proposed to amend the pro- 
viso, by adding to it the words “where there are no 
trooys.”? 

Mr. EVANS said the object desired to be at- 
tained py the Senator from New Hampshire, [Mr. 
Woonsury,] had been already accomplished by 
the action of the department. The Seeretary of 
War had published a regulation, restricting the 
issue of rations, by confining them to the com- 
manders of separate posts, in the literal mesning of 
ihe law. The amendment of the Senator, as well 
as the proviso of the House, was unnecessary. 
She proviso of the Heuse, instead of correcting the 
abuse merely—-which had exisied for years—goes 
fi as to commanders of posts, which 
have always been authorized by law, as stated by 
the Senator from Missouri, [Mr. Bextor.) 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
proposed by Mr, Woopgury, and it was agreed to, 

The question recurring on the amendment as 
amended, it was pat; and the proviso was stricken 
out. 

The next amendment was on 5:h page, line 169 
‘te 113, to insert “including compensation of a spe- 
cial agent to attend at the faundries employed in 
making canuon;” which was adopted. 


"Phe clause, aS amended, reads as follows: `- 

“Bor the armawient of fortifications, including compensation 
of a. special agent tg attend at the foundries employed in making 
cannon,.one hundred and fifty thousand dollars.” 


The next amendment was on 6:h page, line 121, . 


to’change $120,000 for arsenals'to $150,000. 
-= Mi EVANS explained, that the estimate of the 
department was-$150,000, ‘The House ‘proposed 


‘to'reduce it to-$120,000. “The effect would be to’ 


‘stop the works at the arsenals in North Carolina 
‘and at Lite Roek; Arkansas: - - 


“Mr. SEVIER observed, that as it was to carry. 


“on the -works at Little Rock; he would certainly 
vote for the amendment. i l 
=: Mr. KING approved of the general practice of 
falling below the estimates of the departments. 
He hoped the Senator from Arkansas would recon- 
sider’ the. matter, and vote wiih bim, against the 
amendment, ; 

Mr. EVANS stated that he had been informed 
there would be less inconvenience to the public in 
discontinuing the works: at North Carolina and 
Little Rock, than elsewhere; and as no other ap- 
propriation would be diverted from its object, the 
works at these arsenals would, of necessity, be dis- 
continued, unless the full estimate of the depart- 
ment was appropriated. 

Mr. SEVIER considered there was as much 
propriety in carrying on the works at the arsenal of 
Little Rock, as the marine. hospital at Mobile; aud 

he could not, therefore, see why the Senator [Mr. 
Kina] should call upon him to vote against the 
public works: of Arkansas, while he was, himself 
so tenacious of obtaining the fall estimates. for 
Alabama. i 


Mr. KING explained that he would not vote 
for any expenditure, whether in Alabama or else- 
where, which he did not cansider absolutely neces- 
sary. There was such necessity as to the marine 
hospital at Mobile; but, according to the opinion of 
the department, as expressed by the Senator from 
Maine, no such immediate necessity with regard to 
the arsenals in North Carolina and at Little Rock. 

Mr. GRAHAM pointed ont the necessity for 
continuing the worlts at the two arsenals alluded to. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON thought it a very plain 
case. Congress had the assurance of the head of 
the department that the public service would saf- 
fer if the estimate was not appropriated in fall. 
The Committee on Finance had reported in favor 
of the estimate. It was, then, a plain case that 
the amendment ought to be adopted, 


Mr. CRITTENDEN could not concur with his 
friends in the necessity of this increase of $30,000. 
It appeared to him that the object was not of such 
consequence as gentlemen imagined. He knew 
that Kentucky would take care of the arms and 
ammunition in her hands at her own expense. ; He 
saw no reason why North Carolina and Arkansas 
could not do the same. Besides, there was always 
a large margin made in estimates; let the $120,000 
be judiciously applied, and it may be made to go 
as far, in these economical times, as $150,000 lav- 
ishly expended. He hoped the Senator from År- 
kansas would consent to wait ull next year. Itis 
not an establishment necessary to every State; the 
object ought to be to have some central and appro- 
priate point. = 

Mr. SEVIER was not prepared to argue the pro- 
priety of the locations; all he contended for was, 
that the works are there—they are in progress of 
construction or completion; and it is true ecouo- 
my to carry ou the works, instead of lettirg them 
suffer injury by delay. 

Mr. GRAHAM further explained the necessity 
for carrying on the works. 

he amendment was then adopied—ayes 19, 
noes 12, 

The next amendment was, same page, lines 125, 
126, 127, to insert “for expense of preparing 
drawings of a uniform system ofsrtillery, $1,350. 

Mr. LUNN called for some explanation. 

Mr. EVANS explained that this was not a new 
proposition. The system had been in progress for 

. years, and it was deemed very desirable by the de- 
apartment that it should he made as complete as 
sible. He believed this appropriation would 
T all the purposes contemplated, 
endment Was adopted, 


~The next was, page 7, lines 143, 144, to insert 
. “igelading arrearages;” which was adopted. 
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The next was, in same page, lines 145, 146, to 
insert ‘for. military. surveys for the defence of the 
frontier, inland and Atlantic, $15,000." 

Mr. EVANS explained that it was necessary to 
have a fund for military surveys. He read a Te- 
port to show the manner in which the fund is ap- 
plied. Out of $30,000 appropriated for the pur- 
pose last session, up to February last only $13,108 
had been drawn; but it was estimated that between 
$13,000 and $14,000 more would be required to 
carry ¿n surveys in hand, leaving a balance of 
$3,000, which, with this $15,000, would be sufi- 
cient for this season. 

The amendment was adopted. 

The next was, same page, lines 147, 148, 149: 
to insert “for arrearages and for the preservation of 
the publie property at the several places of har- 
bor and river improvement, $15,000.” 

‘The amendment. was adopted. 

The next was, same page, 2d section, lines 9, 10, 
and 11, to strike out same proviso as before strick- 
en out; which was agreed to. f 

Mr. PRESTON proposed to amend the bill at 
page 6, at the end of the 116th line, changing the 
$360,000 for the manufacture of arms at the na- 
tional armories, so that $69,000 may be at the dis- 
cretion of the Secretary of War, for the purpose of 
purchasing other arms than those manufactured 
for the Government. 

Mr. LINN asked for some explanation. 

Mr. PRESTON gave the desired explanation. 

Mr. BATES was not aware of the prepriety of 
the change. The armories of ithe United States 
were already provided wiih fully equipped estab- 
lishments and munitions of war. If it was proper 
to place a sum at the disposal of the department for 
experiment, let it be made as a separate appropria- 
tion; but he did not see the propriety of cutting off 
any part of the appropriations necessary to sustain 
the United S:a'es armories, 

Mr. PRESTON explained that great public 
good would be accomplished, and no injury to the 
public service. He hoped the amendment would 
be adopted. 

Mr. STURGEON said he believed it was abso- 
Iutely necessary that a portion of this appropria- 
tion should be applied in this way. Contracts, he 
was aware, had been made; and, to fulfil those 
contracts, it was required that the money should be 
provided in some way; and he thought it might as 
well be done from tris appropriation as in any 
other way. He could not concur with the Senator 
from Massachusetts as to the invalidity of those 
contracts, because there was no specific law under 
which they have been made. They had been in 
existence for a number of years, and it was a mat- 
ter of necessity that they should be fulfilled. He 
would add one observation as to the quality of the 
arms procured by those contracts; he believed they 
were infinitely superior to those procured at the 
armory at Springfield or that at Harper’s Ferry, 
while the cost was considerably less. This, he 
thought, was a matier worthy of consideration. 

Mr. BATES did not concur with the Senator 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. STURGEON. } 

Mr. SEVIER asked what surplus of arms was 
on hand? . 

Mr. PRESTON could not say. He did not 
proposo an additional appropriation; his object 
wa- only to give the discretionary power of apply- 
ing one-fifth of the appropriation ia such manner, 
with regard to the acquisition of arms, as may tend 
to the benefit of the ecnntry, The annual increase 
of the population of the United Statesis now at 
least 700,000, so that there was very little chance 
of any surplus of arms accruing. 

The yeas and nays were demanded, and order- 
ed, aad resulied in the affirmative—yeas 22, nays 
16, as follows: : 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Bayard, Benton, Berrien, 
Buchanan, Conrad, Crittenden, Evans, Kerr, Linn, Manzam, 
Merrick, Morehead, Phelps, Preston, Sevier, Smith of Connec. 
licut, Siurgeon, Tallmadge, Tappan, and Walker—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bagby, Barrow, Bates, Choate, Clayton, 
Cuthbert, Graham, Henderson, King, McRoberts, Smith of In. 
diana, White, Wilcox, Woodbridge, and Woodbury--I6, 

Mr. PRESTON proposed to amend the bill by 
inserting after the 106:h line, page 5, an appro- 


priation of $3,000, to be applied, ander direction of 
the Surgeon General, to complete meteorological 
observaticns, ae 

Mr. KUNG asked why an appropriation should 
be made to accomplish an object heretofore attained 
without expense? 

Mr. LUNN asked whether the object was to print, 
or make a synopsis of the meteorological informa- 
tion acquired? A vast mass of tabular information 
had been deposited in manuscript form; but it was 
useless in its present shape, though of great im- 
portance to the country if published. 

Mr. PRESTON explained the matter at consid- 
erable length, ; f 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN proposed an amendment, 
to come in at the end of the bill, “for building and 
repairing the necessary boats, and carrying on the 
necessary improvements, on the Mississippi, Mis- 
souri, Arkansas, and Ohio rivers, $100,000.” He 
could only say it was an appropriation made for 
many years with great benetit to the country, and 
but lately suspended. He understvod that, since 
the suspension, fourteen times the amount of. the 
appropriation had been lost by the impedimenis ł0' 
navigation which had grown up. He hoped the 
amendment would be adopted, as there was not 
ene of greater importance in the bill. 

Mr. MERRICK asked how long it was since the 
appropriation had been suspended? 

Mr. CRITTENDEN replied, since the year 
1839. i 

Mr. KING thought the Senator should bring the 
subject forward as'a sepatate measure. It never 
had been thought appropriate to encumber an 
army or navy appropriation bill with such a prop- 
osition. It was not the place or the time tc 


| make it. 


Mr. LINN contended that the matter was not 
without precedent. He wasas much opposed to 
making an omnibus of this bill as the Senator him- 
self; but this was an exception to the general rale. 
He showed that the Government was interested in 
the subject—in the transportation of troops, arms, 
and pablic property. In one instance, by the 
wreck of a steamboat cn its way to Fort Leaven- 
worth, chartered for the Government—which was 
wrecked on a snag—a loss to the Government oc- 
curred far exceeding the usual appropriation sas- 
pended. From the point where he lived, he could 
see the wrecks cf seven steamboats. Such must be 
the case where two or three thousand snags are 
accumulated. If this appropriation is not made, 
the loss must increase rapidly. In 1841 it could 
net be less than twelve or fourteen handred thous- 
and dollars, 


Mr. ALLEN, without any disposition to be ex- 
travagant, would vote for the proposition, because 
he thought it rigat and proper in itself, As to its 
being improperly. introduced in an appropriation 
bill, such would be the ease till some joint rule is 
adopted to prevent it. [Mr. A. made a forcible 
appeal in support of the amendment, which we 
regret. the lateness of the hour at which we drew. 
up this sketch does not admit of eur writing out} 

_ Mr. SEVIER advocated the amendment at con- 
siderable length——pointing out the imperious ne- 
cessity, In a national point of view, for continuing 
this appropriation. He was only sorry that the 
Senalor from Kentucky had not proposed $150,000, 
which had been usually appropriated for ten or 
tweive years, instead of $100,000. 

Mr. MOREHEAD.had learned from the War 
Department that estimates had been furnished to 
Congress, not only for such improvemen:s, but for 
the repairs of the snag-boats, He had not been 
able to lay his hands on the reports. He believed 
the estimate for repairs of the boats was $15.000. 
Toe appropriation will be less than that of the 
estimate of the department. Hehad not a doubt 
on his mind of the propriety of the appropriation. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN observed that, as to the 
objec'ion that no estimate had been made, it mast 
be obvious ihat such a thing would be a mere for- 
mality. For ten years, np to 1839, the annual 
appropriation had been $150,000. He had asked for 
only $120,000; although, in consequence of the sus- 
pension, a great accumulation of obstructions to 
navigation had accrued, There were no appropri- 


ations ihat he voted more cheerfully for than the 
“light-houses along the Atlantic ocean. a 
“There was no man who had ever spent a night 
ai sea on our coast, that, would not vote for those 
lights to preserve the hardy seaman who risks his 
life for the service of the country. But these rivers 
‘involved a commercial navigation of vast import- 
‘ance. The Government is receiving from its in- 
` terest “in the Louisville and Porland Canal, in 
which it has about $408,000 of stock, 18 per cent. 
annually, since 1839—amounting to nearly the 
yearly sum asked to be appropriated. 
The amendment was adopted. 


Mr. BERRIEN desired to have the bill amended, -> 


in page 7, line 144, by adding $60,000 for the sup- 
port of militia to defend the inhabitants of Georgia 
and Florida. He submitted a letter which be had 
received: from the Governor of Georgia to the Presi- 
dent of the United States, which was read. 

A long debate ensued on this proposition, in 
which. Messts. BERRIEN and CUTHBERT ad- 
vocated the amendment, and Mr. PRESTON op- 
posed it. 

_ It was negatived—ayes 14, noes 17. 

Mr. BERRIEN next proposed an amendment, 
at the same place, to appropriate $19,399 87 for 
services performed by seven troops of volunteers 
called out by the Governor of Georgia, and made 
use of in ihe Florida war under the United States 
officers in command. 

This was explained, and, being esteemed a bal- 
ance of the claim for the service of Georgia 
volunteers in the Florida war, the amendment, 

after some discussion, was adopted. 

' ‘The bill was then reported back to the Senate, 
and the amendments were all concurred in, It 
was then read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. MERRICK moved to go into executive 
. session. 

Mr. PRESTON desired to take up the army bill. 
It was very desirable it should accompany the ap- 
propriation bill. He did not propose to proceed 
with it now, but to insure its place as the unfinish- 
ed business. 

“Mr. ‘EVANS hoped he would be able to get 
the revenue bill forward to-morrow, or next day at 
. farthest. 

Mr. MERRICK then pressed his motion to go 
` jinto executive session, and 
The Senate went into executive session, and 
soon after adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
— Wepnespay, June 22, 1842. 

Mr. DODGE of Iowa presented the memorial 
of the Mayor and Aldermen of the city of Du- 
buque, in the Territory of Iowa, representing that 
said city. is located in the rear of several islands in 
the Mississippi river, which are, for a part of the 
year, subject to inundation; that about three-fourths 

“of the year, when the river is low, steamboats can- 
not, owing to these obstructions, approach the 
town, but have to land their freight and passen- 
gers on these islands, from which they are, at great 
expense and inconvenience, transported across the 
slues to ihe city. They further represent, that the 
tiles to said islands is yet in the United States 
Goverament; that they contain only about one 
hundred acres of land at low water; but, with cer- 
tain improvements which the memorialists propose 
making, they might be made valuable to the city 
of Dubaque—at least so far as toenable the citizens 
thereof to have free access to the main channel of 
the Mississippi at the lowest stages of water. They, 
therefore, pray Congress to make a donation of the 


said lands to the said city: referred to the Commit- | 


teë on Public Lands. 

Mr. CASEY of. Illinois said, that a bill of 
‘the utmost importance to the Western States 
had been passed by the Senate, and was now before 

- the Committee of the Whole, and he rose for the 
purpose of asking the House to discharge the said 
committee from the further consideration of that 
pill, so as to bring it before the Hoase and have 
it acted on at once. 


‘Mr. TURNEY asked what the bill was? 


ätt to modify the several pre-emption laws, and 
‘ for other purposes.” 


i 


The CLERK read the title as follows: “An | 


| 
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Mr. FILLMORE objected to taking up the f| 
; bill at this time, to the delay of more pressing busi- 


ness. 

Mr. CASEY said that the bill would take up but 
little time. It was of vast importance to the West- 
ern country; and, to show the importance of act- 
ing on it at this session, he hoped the gentleman 
would permit a communication which he held in his 
hand, from the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, to be read. 

The SPEAKER suggested to the gentleman 
from Illinois that he had better move to have that 


communication printed, so as to prepare the House ` 


for acting on it to-morrow. 

Mr. CASEY would willingly do so, provided 
the House would consent to discharge the Commii- 
tee of the Whole from the bill. 

Mr. STANLY and others still objecting— 

Mr. CASEY moved to suspend the rules, for 
the purpose of discharging the Commiitee of the 
Whole from the bill. 

Mr. STUART of Ilinois called for the yeas 
and nays; but a sufficient number not rising, they 
were not ordered. 

Tellers were then called for, and ordered. 

Mr. TURNEY said he wished to know what 
were the provisions of the bill before he voted for 
suspending the rules. 

The bill was accordingly read. 

[it provides for the repeal of so much of the 
present pre-emption laws as excludes from the right 
of pre-emption—Ist. Persons who have settled on 
the public lands before they were surveyed, but 
after the extinguishment of the Indian title; 2d 
Persons who own 320 acres of other lands; and 
3d. Persons not naturalized, or who had not filed 
their application for citizenship previous to their 
settlement.} 

The question was then taken oa suspending the 
rules, and lost: ayes 48, noes not counted. 


VIRGINIA MILITARY BOUNTY LAND, 


fhe following resolution, submitted some days 
since by Mr. Sranuy, came up according to order: 

“Resolved, That a select committee be appointed to inquire 
into the amountand character of the expenditures which have 
been made by the Government, in satisfaction of bounty Jand 
Claims allowed by the State of Virginia; what amount of like 
claims are still oùts'anding; whether any further legislation of 


-Congress is necessary to secure the treasury against the pay- 


ment of improper or unfounded claims of that description, [to 
which was added, on the motion of Mr. Wituram O. Goops,] 
or to satisfy outstanding claims, which are just and well 
founded; and that said committee have leave to report by bill 
or otherwise.” 


Mr. GOGGIN, who was entitled to the floor, 
addressed the House up to the expiration of the 
morning hour, in an able and argumentative 
speech, to show the justice and expediency of 
making provision for the outstanding claims, 

Afer Mr. GOGGIN had concluded— 

Mr. GOODE of Virginia obtained the floor, and 
the subject was laid over. k 


THE TARIFF BILL. © 


On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the House re: 
solved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. McKennan of | Peansyl- 
vania in the chair,) and resumed ‘he consideration 
of the bill “io provide revenue from imports, and 
ta change and modify existing regulations imposing 
duties on imports, and for other purposes.” : 

Mr. PICKENS, who had the floor from yester- 
day, addressed the committee during the hour. He 
went into an examination of the estimates submit- 
ted by the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means (Mir. Finumere] in relation to the 
amount of revenue prop»sed to be raised. Accord- 
ing tothe estimates of that gentlesnan, the amountof 
imports from which it was prooosed io raise a reve- 
nue of $27,000,000 was $77,009,000; thus making 
the average duty 36 percent. It was thus proposed 
to raise the whole revenue of the Government from 
one branch of industry—from commerce alone. 
Why wes it proposed to do this? Was commerce 
more flourishing than any other branch of basi- 
ness? He argued that it would. be impossible to 
raise the stated amount. The advocates of the bill 
would be disappointed in their expectations. The 
ciregmstances of the country were different from 
what they were in 1828 and 1832. Then, its eireu- 
lation was greater, and its population less, than at 
present. 


He took an enlarged view of ihe subject of pro- 
tection, and maintained that the best protection was 
stable legislation and a sound currency. “He an. 
swered the argument that a protective tarif was 
necessary to prévent the export of specie from this 
country. He appealed to the experience and ‘con- 
dition of England, to show that the advantages de- 
rived from protection were not what they were rep- 
resented to be: Indeed, he expressed his astonish- 
ment that, in this enlightened age, when the whole 
tendency of society was onward, any man should 
be in favor of returning to the old, exploded, bol- 
stering systems of former times. In the course of 
his remarks, he introdaced and discussed a variety 
of topics, which cannot now be noticed, but which 
will appear hereafter. ; 7 


Mr. SNYDER rose, and said he should tafea 
common-sense’ view of the question before the 
committee, without endeavoring. to follow the ar- 
guments of any gentleman who hed preceded him. 
He then proceeded to express his views on the tariff, 
and its necessarily associated measure of distribu- 
tion, as they would affect his constituents. He 
was opposed to the distribution of the proceeds of 
the sales of the public lands among the States; and 
he was also opposed to the taxation of coffee, su- 
gar, and salt. 


He was opposed to the distribution of the public 
lands to the States—not from prejudice, but fear. 
He feared that the States would transfer them to 
the foreign capitalists, to whom they were. so 
deeply indebted, and that they would occupy them 
with a population that might come here and vote 
us down. 

He exhibited, from the bill before the commit- 
tee, ts operation on the poor man of the country— 
for whom so few appeared his advocate—and 
showed that not only his scythe and sickle were 
taxed, but the steel with which he sharpened them. 
He next went through a mass of statistics, to show 
how the iron trade would be affected; next, the pa- 
per trade; next, the producer of wool, and the indas- 
try by which it was converted iato articles of use 
and comfort. 


Let them, he prayed, abandon protection, so that 
every man might trade on the bigh seas at his own 


‘risk. He was willing to vote for such a tariff as 


would be sufficient for the economical wants of 
the Government; but he would not vote for this 
bill if the distribution clause were retained in it, 
nor if it imposed a tax upon either tea, or coffee, 
or salt. 

Mr. HUBARD next addressed the committee, 
in an able and argumentative speech, against the 
bill; and, in the course of his remarks, referred to 
a variety of statistical tables, to show the injustice 
and impolicy of the protective system. Mr. H. 
particularly opposed the principle of retaliation, as 
not wanted by the tobacco interest, and as not eal- 
culated to advance their interests. 


After Mr. HUBARD had concluded, 

Mr. W. SMITH obtained the floor. He said 
he understood the qnestion before the committee to 
be a proposition to substitute the bill reported from 
the Committee on Manufactures for that reported 
from the Committee of Ways and Means. ; 

The CHAIR answered that such was the motion 
before the committee, 

Mr. W. SMITH said he desired to address the 
committee upon this proposition; but as he was not 
prepared to go on at this time, he would move that 
the committee rise, in order that the House might 
proceed with other business. 

Mr. WISE suggested to his colleague the pro- 
priety of taking up the navy appropriation bill, 
and laying aside the subject at present before the 
committee. 

Mr. SMITH made a motion to that effect. 

Mr. GAMBLE wished the Georgia militia bill 
taken up, and, at the suggestion of the Chair, moved 
a division of the question. 

The CHAIR then put the question on postponing 
the bill until to-morrow, and was announcing it as 
having been decided in the affirmative, when a di- 
vision was called for. It being evident that con- 
siderably less than a quorum were in attendance, 
the count was not insisted on, and the motion fell to 
the ground. 


668. 


Mr.. W. SMITE. then yielded the ‘floor, which 
was taken by Mr. CUSHING. ` 
Mr. C- addressed. thë committee at large in favor 
` of the inereased tariff, He held that the only ques- 
tion of any import was, what should be-the details 
of the bili} The discussion, he thought, had been 
“earried$ too. far upon general” principles; He 
thought that the anti-tariffmen who opposed the bill 
“Decause it- conflicted with their notions of free trade, 
“were in duty-bound to furnish some other plan for 
raising the revenue necessary to carry on the Goy- 
-erpment. Unless they proposed some other.system 
Of revenue, they must unite with the friends of the 
bill before the commitiee in maturing the. details 
Of a tariff on imports. f 
e -continued the discussion of the theory of 
"fré irade for some time, and said that it was a 
good theory if the people of the wor'd constimted 
but one Government. That not being so, and as 
the only theory of prosperous existence—the only 
mode by which social blessings could be secured— 
was the association of man in separate Govern- 
ments, taxation was inevitable; and the duty of 
every ‘statesman was to regard the interests of the 
people under his own Government, (which could 
not be promoted by new-fangled visionary ab- 
stractions of free trade,) and so adjust taxation as 
to do the most benefit to the people taxed, with the 
least: possible evil; though no system could be 
devised which would. not in some measure be 
found, in.its operation, to benefit or press more un- 
“equally. upon particular interests: or particular 
Jelasses: i. > l 
Mr., GORDON moved tbat the committee rise, 
which (it being but 3 o'clock) was nepatived. 
Myr. WISE entered into certain explanations, as 
a free-trade man, which he deemed to be neces. 
sary, in consequence of the remarks of the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts on free trade aud the 
equality of man, 
Mr. KENNEDY of Maryland moved that the 
‘committee rise, which was agrecd to. 
-o Phe House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, June 23, 1849. 

Mr. CONRAD presented twenty-five memorials 
from citizens of Louisiana, praying for an aug- 
mentation of the daty on foreign sugars. Mr. C, 
observed. that these memoriais were signed by a 
very large and respectable portion of the citizens of 
Louisiana. ‘The memorialists were not all sugar- 
planters, He recognized among them the names 
of cotton-planters and persons of almost every 
other pursuit. He was happy to say, too, that, in 
Louisiana, as in other paris of the Union, the tariff 

“began to be no longer viewed ‘as a parly question— 
as a question between different portions of oar own 
countrymen; bul as a national question—an Aner. 
ican question—a question between this country 
and foreign countries. Among the memorialists he 
discovered’ the names of many Democrats, aud, 
among others, that of -a gentleman who had, at 
the:four last Presidential elections, been a candi- 
date for elector on the Democratic teket in Louis. 
jana. 


This was not the proper time to indulge in any 
remarks on the subject of the memorials, He would 
take this oceasion ts lemarlc, however, that, in what- 
ever light the sugar cnlture w viewer-—whether 
we consider the number of persons Interested in it, 
the magnitude of the capital invested, the number 
of laborers employed in it, or the immenso inffa- 
ence. which its continuance or its destruction wonid 
exert on the destinies of the State where it is car- 
ried on—it is one of the very first in impofiance in 
this country. He woald venture to say, too, that 
there was no interest oa whieh the resent mista- 
ken poliev of the Government would, if persevered 

in, exercise.a more fatal and withering influence. 
For these reasons, as weil as on account of the 
Striking and valuable statistical facts contained ia 
the memorials, he would move that they ba printed 
and-referred to the Committee on Manufactures. 
_ The motion was adopted. 
Mr “TAPPAN presented a memorial from 
ia A. Leavitt, of Ohio, praying that Congress 
porate, in any new tariff aet, a provision: 
athe Autes- in fature to any couniry that 
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- ent session of Congress, 


will admit American grain, flour, and Salted meat 
duty free. i oe ; 
« MrT. made some remarks, not distinetly heard, 
on the great importance of Congress so shaping its 
legislation as to guard the great agricultural inter- 
ests of the country. He hoped the Agticaltural 
Committee, to whichihe proposed to refer the me- 
morial, would examine the important statistics con- 
tained in it, and have them spread before the pub- 
lic. The memorial was referred accordingly. — 
` On motion of Mr. CRITTENDEN, a memorial 
from Jacob Gideon, asking Congress to make a 
purchase of certain books, was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Library. 

Mr. MERRICK presented a resolution, which 
‘was read as follows: i 


Resolved, That the President ôf the United States be request- 
ed to communicate to the Senate the number, names, and rank 
of the officers of the corps of engineers, of topographical engi- 


neers, and of the ordnance department, which, under the fifth | 


and sixth rules of the regulations of the War Department of the 
23d May, 1842, will be deemed to be entitled to double rations, 
and the number to whith each will be entitled; designating the 
posts at which they may be stationed, the nature and descrip- 
tion of the dutiesof each, and also the uumber of soldiers con- 
stituting their respective commands. 


Mr. MERRICK said that ihe information called 
for would be useful to Conzress when acting upon 
the bill now about to be taken up for reducing and 
reorganizing the army. 

Mr. PRESTON had no objection to the passage 
of the resolution; but he trusted that the Senate 
would be able to proceed, without delay, to the 
consideration of the bill, which the information 
called for was intended to aid action on, He pre- 
sumed the information could be returned forthwith. 

The resolution was then adopted. 

Mr. WOODBURY, from the Committee on 
Claims, made an adverse report on the petilion of 
William Strong; which was ordered to lie on-the 
table and be printed. 

Mr. ARCHER, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported a biil to authorize the construc- 
tion of 2 depot for charts and instruments of the 
navy of the United Sates; which was read, and or- 
dered to a second reading. 

Mr. EVANS, agrecably to notice given, and on 
leave, introduced a bill to define and establish the 
fiscal year of the Treasury of the United States; 
which was read the first time. i 

Mr. BUCHANAN inquired whether there was 
any necessity for the reference of the bill to a com- 
mittee? 

Mr. EVANS did not think there was; and asked 
that the biil might be read a second time, 

The bill was then read the second time, 

[The bill proposes that the fiscal year shall com- 
mence on the Ist of Jaly, in each year] 

Mr. EVANS said that the object of the bill had 
been long desired; thai it was recommended by the 
Senator from New Hampshire, [Mr, Woopsury,] 
when at the head of the Treasury department. He 
(Mr. E.) hoped it would become a law at the pres- 
If therewas no desire that 
the bill should be committed, he hoped it would be 
acted upon without delay. ` 


Mr. WOODBURY agreed with ths Senator from 
Maine [Mr. Evans] that the cbject of the bill was 
a désirable one—to make the fizeal year correspond 
with the commorcial year. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, the bill was the 
taken up asin commitiee of the whole, considered, 
and, there being no proposition to amend, it was 
reported to the Senate, and ordered to engrossed for 
a toird reading. 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to tho consideration of he resolution sub- 
mitted by him on Friday last, providing for a daily 
recess, and confining the action of the Senate, du. 
ring the morning session, to matters of a public 
character, and, in the evening session, to bills on 
the private calendar, 

The resolution was debated for some time; and, 
alter several propositions to amend, and without 
taking the question on eliher, 

Oa motion of Mr, BENTON, who believed the 
best plan would be to devote the first two morning 
hoars io the wansaciion of business on the private 
calendar, the resolution was laid on the table. 

Mr. PRESTON, from the Committee on Milj- 
tary Afairs, reported back to the Senate, without 


| 
| 


| 


| 
| 


H 


amendment, An act to amend an act entitled “An 
act to provide for the payment of horses and 
other property lost or destroyed in the service of 
the United States,” approved the 18ih day of Jan- 


_ vary, 1837. 


Mr. PRESTON agreeably to notice, and on 


‘leave, introduced a joint resolation for the relief of 


Ferdinand Pettrich; which was read, and ordered 
to a sécond reading; and 3 : 

Où motion of Mr. KING, the resolution was 
taken up as in committee of the whole, considered, 
reported to the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 

The Senate then resumed the consideration of 
the usfinished business on the orders—being the 
bill to provide for the satisfaction of the claims 
atising under the 14th and 19:h articles of the 
treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek, concluded in Sep- 
tember, 1830. ; 

The question pending was the proposition of Mr. 
Henperson to strike out all the bill after the 
enacting clause, for the purpose of substituting a 
bill dranghted by himself; which proposed to allow 
the Indian claimants land or scrip, instead of money 
for their claims, as proposedein the bill. 

Mr. PHELPS opposed the substitute, which he 
said would undo all that the Senate had done in 
framing the bill, and would deprive it of all checks 
against frauds. 

Mr. HENDERSON replied at length in defence 
of his substitute; when, . f 

On motion of Mr. KING, the further considera- 
tion of thẹ bill was postponed till to-morrow. 


k “THE LITTLE TARIFF.” 


Oà mofion of Mr. EVANS, the Senate proceed- 
ed to\.thé consideration, as in committee of the 
whole, ‘off the bill to extend for a limited period the 
present lws for laying and collecting duties on im- 
poris. +i oes 

Ms. EVANS observed that the explanations he 
Should make of this bill would be very brief; and 
he hoped the bill itself would be disposed of to-day, 
one way or another. - Its object is, to postpone, for 
one month, the operation of that part of the com- 
promise act, the provisions of which would come 
into effect on the Ist of July. A very eonsider- 
able reduction of duties takes place by that act on 
the fist day ef next month, 


Itis well. known that the revenue receipts of this 
year, like those of several years back, will fall very 
far short of the actual expenditures of the year. 
The demands of the treasury, for ordinary purposes, 
independent of the public debt, will-be very little 
short of twenty-three millions of dollars. The ap- 
Propriations of this session, it is now certain, will 
amount to twenty-two millions, including a million 
for objects not specified, The income of the treas- 
ury, under present laws, cannot approach any where 
near the amount of these demands. The receipts 
from customs, under existing laws, Cannot surpass 
fifteen millions; leaving a deficit of seven millions 
to be supplied by treasury notes, or some other pro- 
vision of Congress. 

It is evident that a necessity exists to ins 
crease the means of the treasury. The bill for the 
reorganization of the tariff has ‘not yet been ma- 
tured; and there is uo hope that it can be ready to 
80 Into operation sooner than the Ist of. August, 
He believed the benefit of a home valuation “will 
be about equal to the reduction contemplated. by 
the compromise act; so that there will be no. viola- 
on of the principles of that act if the duty now 
payable be coatinued. The hecessity for this tem- 
porary bill is apparent from the doubt which ex- 
ists whether any daly can be collected afier the 
30th of June, unless 30 far as secured by the reve- 
nite bill of last session; which bill imposed duties 
ona small portion ef the imports This doubt 
atese ont of the compromise act passed in March 
1833. He quoted the first section of that act, and 
assumed that, if the act stopped there, no doubt 
could exist; but the third Section specified that the 
rate of diuies should be continued until the 30th of 
June, 1842; and there was another section which 
provides, in effect, that other laws shall be passed 
regulating the duties to be collected after the 30th 
of June. This was in the last partef the fifth sec. 
tion, stating that articles shall not be imported an. 
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Jess.subject: to such duties-as shall be imposed by 
law, not-exceeding 20 per cent. 
-Hete, then, was considerable doubt whether any 
“duties'can be collected. Ought it to be left a mat- 
terofdoub® Every one knows that importers are 
‘under an impression that no duty can be collected, 
under: thë compromise act, after the 30th of June. 
his-indicates that there may be considerable dis- 
pulations referrible ‘to judicial courts; and they 
have not been favorable to revenue laws. It is, at 
least, not so clear’a casc as fo justify reliance on 
‘the power. of collecting duties, Preparations are 
made for very large importations, if the duty shall 
be only 20 per cent, which will be vastly increased 
under the chance of being admitted duty-free. 
The condition of the treasury imperiously required 
the passage of this bill; and the necessity was so 
pressing, that he could not anticipaie any hesita- 
tion. [tis even very questionable whether the 
home valuation can be regulated in time. “So that, 
even if the act of 1833 can be made available for 
the collection of duties, it is very plain its opera- 
tion must be very unequal and very unjust, As 
far as the main question of reventic was concerned, 
there could be no objection to the passage of the 
bill. But it is said it will be a violation of the 
compromise act, by exceeding 20 per cent. duty 
after the 30th of Jane. He asked Senators, was 
no duty beyond 20 per cent, absolutely required 
for the wants of the Government, even if the pro- 
weeds of the public lands are taken back? It can 
be no violation of the compromise act to exceed 20 
percent, duty ón imports, while the necessities of 
the Government demanded more. 
“He very much questioned whether the rate of 
duties, now existing, will not be continted after the 
30th of June, by the adoption of the home valua- 
tion. But, as that home valuation cannot be ad- 
justed in time, there would be no violation of the 
compromise act by continuing the rate of duties 
the:same as at. present. 


Let the matier be what it may, Congress must 

rovide means for the necessities of the treasury. 

here’ is- another objection to be anticipated; and 
that js, in relation to the clause repealing the sec- 
tion of: the- land distribution act of last session, 
which returns the land fund to the treasury, should 
the duties be raised -past 20 percent. Ii has been 
insisted that this section was introduced into the 
distribution act as a compromise, and that this at- 
tempt to repeal it is a violation of ihe compact by 
which the act was passed. Flow could it be called 
a compromise, when the gentiemen opposite stand 
pledged to repeal the whole act the moment they 
Can: get the opportunity? Urgent appeals have 
been made to Senators supposed to have commit- 
ted themselves. He saw himseif alluded to as 
having said he did not contemplate that any at- 
tempt -would be made to increase duties beyond 
twenty per cent. He never had expressed an opin- 
ion as to what Congress would do, What he had 
said. was, that if it, was necessary to go into the 
subject at a future session, . Congress would have 
the whole subject before it, and could repeai the 
distribution act if it saw fit. 

: His own impression was, that the whole matter- 
the adjustment of the tarif, and also the distribu- 
tion subject, till Ist cof August, so as to give time 
for adjustment—would leave neither the friends 
nor the enemies of either increased tariff or dis- 
tribution in a worse condition than at present. 
His object was, in effect, to postpone the Ist day 
of July to the lst of Angast, so that the passage 
of this bill shall pave no effect on either 
tariff or distribution; and if no other law be passed, 
on the Ist of August the compromise act and dis- 
tribution act shall both go into effect, according to 
their specific powers. 

It seemed to him, that all those who are opposed 
to distribution ought to go with him for postpone- 
ment. Neiiher party would suffer any disadvan- 
tage, or obtain any advantage. If the biil pass 
as it is, the distribution will take effect; but if the 
proviso be stricken. out, every gentleman will stand 
in the same condition on the Ist of Angust as on 
the Ist of July... For the purpose of rendering the 
bill. acceptable to all, he would propose to strike 
ont the. proviso in the bill, and insert in its place 
the following: 


(neem nrrserrene rire mrorcnerm rar orneron ene nee Ee 


“That the distribution of the proceeds of the public lands, 
authorized and directed by the act of Congress passed the 4th of 
September, 1841, entitled ‘An act to appropriate the proceeds 
of the sales of the public lands, and to grant pre-emption rights,’ 
shall be, and the same is hereby, suspended dad pest poned until 
the Ist day of August, 1842; and the said act of the 4th Septem- 
ber, 1841, shall be no otherwise or further afiveted or modified, 
thar: merely to postpone to the said Ist day of August next the 
distribution of the said proceeds directed by that act to be made 
on the Ist day of July, 1842; anything contained in this act, or 
the said act of the-4th of September, 1Si1, to the contrary, not- 
withstanding.” 


Mr. WOODBURY hoped the chairman of the 
Finance Committee would kave given some expla- 
nation as to the ameunt of money now in the 
treastiry, and the immediate ‘necessity for an in- 
crease of duties for {he present month. 


: sidered -t ie ages F tha vat nf 1099 
He considered the clauses OF te E 


quote’ vy the Senator from Maine, taken together, 
secured the colleetion of a duty at 20 per cent. 
‘The power of collection was still preserved by the 
act of July, 1832, which the compromise only mod- 
ifed in amount, and did notrep-al the right to col- 
lect. He read the passages from both acis, to show 
that the power oi colicction was not impaired by 
the compromise act. Both acts, and the great 
object of the compromise act, did not look to such 
a strict consiruction. F£ the fifth section was to be 
so strictly construed, there never could be any 
authority for collecting over 20 per cent. Some 
who passed the act may have believed that, with 
the proceeds of the public lands, there would be 
enough for an economical administration, Bathe 
did not hold to such a strict consiruction ; for he 
was ready to admit that, if all reasonable and prac- 
ticable retrenchments were made, and the land fund 
were restored, and a higher rate than 20 per cent. 
were necessary, in an exigency of war, he would 
not hold to so-strict a construction of the compro- 
mise act. 

_ Mr. W. said, however, that io avoid doubt and 
litigation with merchants, and nanecessary coaflicts 
with couris and juries, a declaratory law might bs 
expedient. One should bav“ been passed earlier, or 
anew tariff providing for the difficulty. Now, there- 
fore, he would himself vote for the law, from abun- 
dant caution, but not retaining the land distribution, 
nor limiting its operation to the Ist of Augusi, but 
till Congress should otherwise direct. The law be- 
fore us would then be unexcéptionable, except that 
the duties might by it be reduced to 20 per cent, if 
that, with the lands, was supposed to be enough. 

Mr. W. then explained his construction of the 
home valuation, with a view of showing that the 
Senator from Maine was mistaken in supposing 
that he onght to get ten per cent. additional by a 
home valuation, or as muck as the highest duties 
nowxie. That would involve a necessity of raising 
the present valuation quiie 50 per cent., in order 
to ge! 10 per cent. more duty than you get by 20 
percent. This would be a manifest vivlation of 
the compromise act. He objected to the proviso 
as to the disiribution, and also to the amendment of 
the Senator from Maine, on the ground of their 
both being a postponement of the paymenis to the 
States, and not of the right of the States to the dis- 
tribution for one month. If it stopped the distri- 
bution itself, and left forever in the -2esury the re- 
esipts in July, it would be more reasonable. It 
shoul net be,as now, a neglect of payment a 
monin after due-—a repudiation to the Stales—an 
act of bankrupts 

Hence the distribution for the month should not 
be merely suspended, to be afterwards paid; but the 
right to any procesis and auy distribution ovght to 
be stopped while the rate of duties was kept, after 
Jaly, above 20 per cent. We must look to the 
principle invelyed, and not to mere pecuniary 
wanis. 

He comp!ained that the whole receipts from the 
public lands for the first half of the year, by neg- 
lecting to advertise new lands, did not exceed $400,- 
000; while the actual annual expense to be deduct- 
ed was near $200,000. Bort, if ali the charges of 
the 5 and 10 per cent., &e. were brought into 
account, the lands might fall in debt, instead of 
leaving a surplus to be disitibuted, if this lam- 
entable system continued of not adverlising new 
lands. : 

The people of the West were not so flat, or the 
Yankees from the East who emigrate there, as to 
buy or settle on refuse lands that had been culled 


“the most important particular. 


over. Butadvertise new and good lands, as you . 
did in 1838, 1839, and 1840, and three to four mil- 
lions a year would be coilected from thal sources 
The share to a State for each Representative, now; 
for ihe first halfof-the year; is only abeat $800, if 
the expenses have equalled only about half of :the 
receipts. This was a beggarly: pittance, not worth 
the scramble on account of its amount; but itin«. 
volved a great and vital principle, which he would 
not now detain the Senate in discussing. ge 

Mr. HUNTINGTON observed that this bill, so 
far as it provides for the continuation of present 
duties, did not seem to be objecti¢nSble to any 
side of the chamber. ' 

rie argued wo snow the indispensable. necessity 
of passing this law,.on the ground that no duties 
could be collected under the compromise act afler . 
the 30:h of June. Ge dissented from the conclu- 
sions drawn by the Sena’‘or from New Hampshire; 
and contended that the courts of the United States 
would be called upon to decide the question, Hë 
denied the possibility of cartying out the law of 
1832 by the law of 1833, as they were opposed to 
each other in the mode of valuation, besides being 
irreconcilable as to the amountof duty. But the 
compromise act had not left the matter open to 
construction; for it provided for the repeal of all 
acis inconsistent with the provisions of the aet 
itself, 

He understood there was a vessel laden with for- 
eign goods at this very moment, beating on and off 
the rlook, waiting for the Ist of July to enter New 
York, in view ot landing her cargo free of duty; and 
she will doit with impunity, if this bill is not passed. 

ide maintained that raising duties past twenty 
ner cent, if required for an economical administra~ 
tion of the Goverarsen:, Was no violation of the 
compromise act; and, if that necessity exists, luce 
can be no breach of faith in repealing the clause in 
the distribution act which suspends its operation 
showd tke duty be raised above twenty per cénts 


‘Bui, even if there was a doubt on this point as te 


the bill with the proviso coming from the House 
and he denied that there could be any such doubt— 
there was not a shadow of doubt left by the proviso 
proposed to be substituted by the Senator. from 
Maine. ch da 

He considered that the average rate of duties 
now, to be continved by this bill till lst of August, 
cannot exceed 26 per cent—continuing the credit 
system and foreign valuation. ; 

With regard to ihe distribution act, he conceived 
that, under the proviso proposed by the Senator 
from Maine, ao one hada right to complain. It 
merely would leave all parties precisely on the 
same footing on the {st day of August that they 
now stand upon. This was so perfectly fair, that 
he could not see how any objection could be made 
to it; and be hoped, therefore, the bill would be 
passed to-day, 

Mr. WALKER said he understood the proviso, 
as it now stood, aliheagh it was couched in some- 
what ambiguous terms; and if the intention was 
merely to let things remain until the ist of August 
upou the same footing as at the 1st of July, that 
object could be accomplished by using clearer ` lan- 
guage; bu: the only construction that be (Mr. W.) 
could put upon the language used by the Senator 
from Maine, was, that, if this act became a law, 
they would get clear of a restriction in the distribue 
tion act, by which it was provided that when the 
duties upon imports exceeded 20 per cent. the dis- 
tribution act should cease. 

Senators on the other side would then. have got 
clear of an obstacle which, at present, lay in their 
way. Habing accomplished this object, then, by 

neans of this little tariff bill, (the mest important 
bill except-one which had been brought under the 
consideration of the Senate during the present ses- 
sion.) they would then be at liberty to pass a new 
law making the duties.30, 40, or 50 per cent., saying 
nothing about distribution, but retaining the proceeds 
of the public lands, and. having increased duties 
besides. The effect of the passage of the act, in 
such a shape, would be to viclate the compromise 
act. .This, he presumed, would not be disputed. 
it would violate the compromise act, and hatin 
The compromise 
act provided that, afier the dist December, 1882, 
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whehever there was an excess of duties above 20 
fer cent., 10-per cent. was to be taken off. * I£ you 
do not-pass this bill, you are to bring down the đu- 
ties to 20 per cent; it you do“pass it, you are only 
to take off 10 per ent: This, then, was equivalent 
to passing the law raising the duties above the rate 
prescribed- by the comipromise acte Then, inas- 
fruchas, by that act, Upon raising the duties above 
80 per cent.; the restriction in the. distribution act 
Would come- into effect, this bill, if it contained no 
proviso, would of itself be a repeal of the dis. 
iibution act; What did the amendment pro- 
pose? [Mr. WALKER here read the amendment.] 
Mark the operation of this act upon the act of 
1841. It is merely to suspend the payment of the 
land fund until the Ist of August—not to take 
away. the rate of distribution, but to postpone its 
payment.: ‘This was the effect of ibe enactment; 
and, after thus suspending the distribution until the 
_ ist of August, you then declare that, notwith- 
` standing you have by this means raised the duties— 
which would; by the provision in the distribution 
aét, have the effect öf repealing that act—the dis- 
tribution shall be merely postponed; or, rather, the 
` payment of the distribution fund shall be suspended 
for one month. Then, Í say, you accomplish the 
Whole object of the friends of the tariff and the 
friends: of the distribution. The proviso clearly 
effected. this purpose. The passage of this bill, 
peer would ‘ebtirely supersede. the necessity 
or ‘the passage “of the bill now ‘pending in the 
House of Representatives for a protective tariff. 
They. were told by the Senator. from Maine that 
the distribution act was a Whig measure with 
Which Setiators on this side had nothing to do. 
ee Evans. Nothing in the way of compto- 
mise. 

He would call the attention of Senators to the 
act uat the provision for the repeal of the distris 
ution aët was first proposed by bhim (Mr. 
Watxer,) It would be found, by reference to the 

journal, that, on the 14th June, 1841, he (Mr. W.) 
_ proposed the very proviso which was alterwards 

added to that bill. 

_ Mr. RYANS, Did the Senator vote for the bil! 

in.consequence.of that proviso being added? 

Mr. WALKER. Certainly not; but the bill 
would not have passed if the proviso had not been 
adopted. 

What faith does the honorable gentleman keep 
with those who were induced to unite with him in 
passing that bill by the insertion of that proviso? 
Bo far as the proviso was concerned, it was, as he 
had said before, originated by him, and the Whigs 
had nothing to do with it. He (Mr. W.) certain- 
ly bad not consulted them; nor, in fact, had he con- 
sulted even-his friends upon the subject previous 
to offering the améndment. 


‘The'honorable gentleman [Mr. Evans] looked 
upon the proposition, at the time when it was of- 
fered; as t ough he had been looking upon the eye 
of a ‘basilisk. The gentleman and hib friends 
voted it down in committee; and when it again 


came up, upon motion of the Senator from Ala- 


bama, how did they then treat it? They again voted 
irdown; and it was not until they found that the bill 
could not pass without the proviso, that they con- 
sented to adopt it. It was inserted, finally, through 
the instrumentality of the Senator from Virginia; 
and he trusted, therefore, that the honorable Sena-. 
tor would now stand by the proviso, end prevent’ 
its operation from being annulled by this bill. 
When it was found that they could not obtain 
voles enough to pass the bill without the introduction 
of the proviso—that they could not carry the meas- 
ure upon the “sie volo sie jubeo” principle—they 
brcke up in confusion, similar to that deseribed by 
Milton as having prevailed among a certain elass 
of angels. They adjourned until Monday, that 
they might deliberate upon it; and on Monday the 
proviso was taken up and adopted; and they now 
, declare -ihat they made no compromise with us. 
He (Mr. W.) affirmed that they had made a 
compromise, and, without such compromise, they 
y well’ kuow that the bill wonld never have 
law; and yet they now say to the genile 
irginia, and those who acted with him 
siob, “Although we did get you to vote 
bution, 


Upan out solemn “pledge, as 


contained in that proviso, yet we will now violate 
that pledge. We- will break the compromise that 


we made with you, although we could not have got . 


our bill passed without. the assistance of your votes: 
and, to procure those votes, we soietinly entered 
into this comprotnise.”. They say, “ We will now 
reject your votes, for we find we can do without 
them; and we will- utterly ‘disregard our, plighted 
faith.’ It was in vain for ‘the Senator from 


Maine to say that there had ‘bSen no compromise. . 


{Mr. Evans. U pledged my faith to nobody. I 


voted against the amendment F 


He contended that a direct and golemn pledge 


had- been given to the Senator from Virginia, at all 
events, by the acceptance of the proviso; because 
that Senator rose in his place and declared that, 
without its accepiancé, they should not have his 
vote; and, unless that Senator now absolved them 
from that pledge, be (Mr. W.) maintained that it 
would be a positive violation of faith on the part 
of gentlemen opposite to adofit the provision now 
proposed. 

Mr. WOODBURY désired to say a single word 
upon this pfoposition. Gentlemen would recollect 
that the distribution act went into operation in Jan- 
uary last, and the Ist of July was merely the cay 
of payment of the half-yearly proceeds of the pub- 
lic lands. The dniendment of the honorable Sen- 
ator then meant one of two things: eithér tô sug- 
pend the payment of the funds which had been ac- 
cruing since January, or to suspend the right of the 
States to reéeivé the money. If it were merely a 
suspension of the payment, it was an interference 
with the provisions of the compromise act; if it 
was intended to suspend the right of the Slates to 
receive the proceeds, it was equally an interference 
with the compromiseact. The bill before the Sen- 
ate, by its own operation, would effect the object 
which the Senator professed to bave in view, with- 
out the proviso. He considered it therefore entire- 
ly unnecessary, 

Mr. RIVES remarked, that it waé hiš desire to 
address the Senate onthe bill, But it was now 
late, being later than the usual hour for the ad- 
journment; and the bill was too important to pass 
through this evening. He would, therefore, move 
an adjournment, N 

Mr. PRESTON hoped the Senator from Virginia 
would withdraw his motion, for the purpose of 
permitting him to offer a proposition to postpone 
this bill for this evening, for the purpose of taking 
up the bill to reduce and reorganize the army. 
He believed that bill could be disposed of in half 
an hour. 

Mr. RIVES withdrew the motion to adjourn; 
and 

Mr. PRESTON submitted a motion to lay the 
bill on the table, for the purpose of taking up the 
bill to reorganize the army. 

Mr. EVANS demanded the yeas and nays on 
that motion, which were ordered; arid on the ques- 
tion being put, it was decided in the negative 
yeas 17, nays 21, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Bénton, Berrien, Buchanan, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, Preston, Smith of 
Connecticut, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Woodbury, and 
Wright—17. 

NAYS—Messrs, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choate, Clayton, 
Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Evans, Graham, Huntington, Kerr, 
Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, 
Tallmadge, White, and Woodbridge—2t. 

Mr. CUTHBERT moved that the Senate ad- 
journ. 

Mr. EVANS demanded the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered; and, the question being pat, it 
was decided in the negative, by yeas 19, nays 21, 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Allen, Benton, Berrien, Buchanan, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, Henderson, King, Lina, McRoberts, Porter, 
Smith of Connecticut, Tappan, Walker, Waite, Wilcox, Wood- 
bary, and Wright—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choate, Clayton, 
Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Evans, Graham, Huntington, Kerr, 
Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Simmons, Smith 
of Indiana, Talimadge, and Woodbridge—2l. 


So, at four o'clock, p. m., the Senate refused to- 


adjourn, 

‘Phe question ther recurring on Mr. Evans's 
modification to the proviso in the bill— 

Mr. WHITE said, as he intended to vote for 
it, he felt it to be his duty to explain bis understand- 
ing of the previso, and what was his constraction 
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of it. According to his construction, the proviso 
did no more than postpone the payment of the in- 
sialment falling due in Jaly, to the Ist of August, 
The fund which arises from day to day, from the 


proceeds of the lands, it is provided by the distri- 


bution act, shall be paid over to the Siates in semi- 
annual instalments. This is only to postpone : 
instalments. .The distribution act provides that 
if, at any time, the duties to be levied shall exceed 
twenty per cent., then, and in that ease, by force 
of the proviso to said act, the distribution ceases, 
Therefore, if, by the passage of this bill, the duties 
to be collected in July will exceed twenty per 
cent., the distribution fund will cease to accrue for 
that period; and the instalment to be paid to the 
States in August will only comprise that whieh 
will have accrued before the duties were raised 
above twenty percent. And if, in the meantime, 
Congress by its legislation shail have raised the 
tariff permanently to above twenty per cent., the 
distribution. to the States will entirely cease. This 
was his understanding of the effect of the proviso, 
and the ground upon which he gave it his support. 

Mr. BERRIEN understood the Senator from In- 
diana [Mr. Wurtz] to say he would vote for the 
modification of the proviso with his understanding 
of the effect that modification would have, 

He read the elause in the distribution act on which 
the issúe rested. è - 

A doubt éxisted on the other side whether the 
médifiestion would effect a mere suspension er a 
repeal. Now, he did not see that there was any 
necessity for leaving a matier in doubt that could 
be so easily made ‘clear and unequivocal- The 
chairman of the Finatice Committee, and those who 
concurréd in his views, distinctly declared their ob- 
ject to be merely to suspend the distribution for one 
month, at the end of which time all parties should 
stand as before. With a view of testing the quese 
tion of doubt, and for the purpose of preserving the 
ground he took in reference to the distribution aet, 
be would submit an amendment to the amendment, 
providing that, “after the Ist day of Angust, the. 
said aét (ihe distribution act) shall revive aud be 
in full force.” . 

The Senate would see that the second section of 
the distribution act was that which authorized the 
distribution. The sixth section contains the pro- 
vivo suspending the distribution in case duties 
shall be raised past 20 per cent. Ifno law regu- 
lating the tariff shall be passed counteracting this 
clause, no distribution takes place. The effect 
this substitute to the amendment of the Senator 
from Maine would have, would be merely to- carry 
out his professions in a clear and undoubted mane 
ner; that is, to suspend only a portion of the dis- 
tribution act for dne month, placing both the friends 
and opponents of distribution, at the end of that 
time, precisely. where they should have stood on 
the Ist of July, had not this act been passed. 

. Mr. ARCHER was satisfied, by the argument 
of the Senator from Conneciieut, (Mr. HUNTING- 
TON,] that, if this bill should not pass, there would 
be no revenue collected after the 30th of June. 
Now, he would not only give up the distribution 
for one month, bui altogether, sooner than permit 
the revenues of the Government to be thus abro- 
gated. He approved of the amendment offered by 
the Senator from Georgias but if that could not be 
passed, he would go for the proviso offered by the 
chairman of the Committee on Finance, [Mr. 
Evans ] He appealed to the Senator from Georgia 
not to impede the passage of this bill. i 

Mr. BERRIEN received the appeal of the Sen- 
ator from Virginia with that respect to which his 
views are always entitled; and he would recipro- 
cate the appeal, by calling on him to direct his ap- 
peal to the Senator from Maine and the supporters 
of his proviso. He sincerely hoped the Senator 
would direct his appeal to those Senators who pro- 
fessed that their only desire was to postpone the 
payment of the first instalment, and notio continue 
the distribution whilst the duties collectable should 
exceed twenty percent. This proposition offered 
by him only covered'the ground which they profess 
to desire. If, therefore, there was danger that, 
without the passage of this bili, there would be no 
Jaws for the collection of revenue after the 30th 
June, they would be responsible. 


_Mr. WHITE considered the amendment now 
offered by the Senator from Georgia, [Mr Ber- 
RIEN,] as a positive enactment. Though it ac- 
corded with his understanding of the true con- 
struction of the proviso, as modified by the Sena- 

_ tor from Maine, {Mr. Evans] and covered ine 
ground of construction upon which he would vote 
for that proviso, yet it proposed to legislate posi- 
tively. The latter was a positive, and the other 
Was a negative proposition. He preferred the neg- 
ative proposition as the best, [A laugh.] 

Mr. EVANS did not know but this was, afier 
all, a mere controversy about words. He had not 
had time to examine the amendinent propesed by 

, the Senator from Georgia, but he could not see why 
his own proviso should be so mystified by the gen- 
tlemen opposite. Its tendency would be, as he un- 
derstood it, to replace all parties, on the Ist of 
August, just as they now stand. But if the Sena- 
tor from Georgia would include the second and 

third szetions, the purpose of the amendment would 

be nearly identical with his proviso. : 
Mr. BERRIEN had no objection to the modifi- 
tation suggested by the Senator from Maine, It 
was evident a doubt existed on the other side 
whether the proviso as proposed to be modified by 
the Senator from Maine would be merely a sus- 
pension of distribution, or repeal. Mizht not the 
same doubt exist in the breast of the Executive, 
should the bill hereafter to regulate the tariff’ make 
no provision repealing the sixth clause in the dis- 
tribution act, His amendment modified as sug- 
gested by the Senator from Maine, would read: 


“That the provisions of the second and third sections of the 
act entitled ‘An act to appropriate the proceeds of the sales of 
the public'lands, and to grant pre-emption rights,’ passed the 
14th of September, 1841, and the proviso in the sixth section of 
the said act, shall be, and the same are hereby, suspended until 
the Ist of August next; after which day the said provisions of 
the said second and third sections, and the proviso to the said 
sixth section, shall revive and be in force.” 


Mr. CRITTENDEN could not see how any 
doubt could exist that the distribntion act would 
reyive after the Ist of August. There can be no 
doubt. Why, then, should the language so care- 
fally prepared by, the chairman of the Finance 
Committee be thrown aside, to take up an amend- 
ment hastily penned bythe Senator from Georgia— 
merely to ubviate a doubt on the other side which 
he himself cannot entertain, = 7 

Mr, BUCHANAN called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered.” 

~- The question was then taken by yeas and nays 
on Mr, Berrizn’s amendment, and resulted in the 
negative—yeas 20, nays 22, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs, Allen, Archer, Bagby, Benton, Berrien, Bu- 
chanan, Cuthbert, Fulton, Henderson, King, Linn, M cRoberts, 
Preston, Rives, Smith of Connecticut, Tappan, Walker, Wil- 
cox, Woodbury, and Wright—20. 

NAYS-~Messrs.. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choate, Clayton, 
Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Evans, Graham, Huntington, Kerr, 
Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Simmons, Smith 
of Indiana, Talimadge, White, and Woodbridge—22. 

The question was again siated on agreeing to 
the amendment proposed by Mr. Evans. 

Mr. WALKER considered that the present prop- 
osition, after the:vote just taken, was a declaration 
that the distribution shall go.on, regardless of that 
proviso in the distribution bill. which says that it 
shall cease 80 soon as'a higher rate of duties than 
20 per cent, shall be collected. 


This act raises the duty past 20 per cent. after 
the 30ih of June; the penalty for whieh, by the dis- 
tribution act, would be the repeal of that act. But 
this power comes ia and remits the penalty—only 
Suspending the payment of the distribution for 
thirty days. The penalty is thus got rid of,and a 
tariff bil raising duties to any amount can be 
passed between this and the Ist ef August, which 
will not affect distribution at all. This eonstrac- 
tion will be vastly strengthened by the vote just 
taken, when itcomes to be b:ought before any. tri- 
bunal sitting in judgment on the right of distribu- 
tion. ‘If the bill be passed in the form proposed, it 
will be giving a carte blanche to raise any rate of 
duties that the most ultra protectionist might de- 
sire. The Senator from Maine says he has not 
had time to examine the amendment proposed by 
the Senator from Georgia. Letggim, then, grant 
time for ‘its examination and congideration; let him 

‘consent to ab adjournment. The vast importance 
of the question at issue demanded this. 
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Mr. BUCHANAN 


moved an adjournment. - 
Mr. WRIGHT called for the yeas and nays; 
which, however, he would not insist on; if there was 
no opposition to the adjournment, 
The yeas and nays were then ordered, and the 
vote for adjournment resalted &s follows: ` 
YEAS—Messis. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Berrien, Buchanan, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, Henderson, King, Linn, McRoberts, Smith 
ef Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, White, Wilcox, 
Woodbury, Wright, and Youns—20, Fe ak 
NAYS—Messys. Archer;-Barrow.. Bates, Bayard, Choate, 
Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Evans, Graham, Hunting- 
ton, Kerr, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Sim- 
mons, Smith of Indiana, Tallmadge, and Woodbridge—22. 


Mr. WRIGHT said it appeared to him that the 
question was a very simple one, indeed. T'he pass- 
age of the bili under consideration; without any 
proviso, would, it kis opinion, accomplish precisely 
the purpose which the chairman of the Finance 
Committee had in view. If he ynderstood the 
true construction of the provisions of the distribu- 
tion act, il was, that as soon as Coneress should 
raise the duiies upon imports above 20 per cent., 
that act would be from that time suspended; and 
that when the rate of duties should again return to 
20 per cent., the distribution should be revived. 


Here, then, was a bill now beforé ihe Senate, the 
operation of which was to continue the daties 
above 20 per cent. until the Ist of Avgust. Sup- 
pose it to be passed without any qualification 
whatever: would not the effect be precisely what 
the gentiemen claim to desire? It suspends the 
distribution until the Ist of August. And if, in 
the mean time, Congress shovld not farther legis- 
late, the duties would again, at the expiration of 
this act, return to 20 per cent, and the distr:bution 
would again go on. It appeared to him that it 
was the most simple and plain of all possible 
propositions; amd yet Settators were pestering 
themselves to hit upon language which should ex- 
press that which was perfectly evideat from the 
express terms of the enactment, 


He was obliged to differ, not only from the gen- 
tlemen opposite, but also from some of his friends, 
in the construction of the provision; and he diJ so 
with corsiderable hesitation, although he felt the 
most perfect confidence in the construction he had 
given toit, He believed that, if it were made a 
part of the law, there would be an end forever to 
the restriction upon the distribution. Of thishe 
had nota particle of doubt. And yet gentlemen, 
whose opinions he respected more than he did his 
own, seemed to entertain a contrary opinion. What 
was the purpose avowed? It was—and he would 
not permit himself to doubt the sincerity of the 
avowal—ihat the distribution should be merely süs- 
pended until the Ist of August; it was a There post- 
ponement, so far as the payment of the fund was 
covcerned. The bill itself was perfectly specific 
on this point. Then where was the necessity for 
the proviso? ‘Fhe distribution act was not to be 
affected or modified in any other manner. Taen 
followed the language which appeared to him to be 
exceedingly significant—i: should in no way be 
modified or affected; anything in the act contained 
to the contrary notwithstanding. 


‘This proviso, then, declares that the cistribu- 
tion act shal] no: be affected or modified, except so 
far as the suspension for one month of the payment 
of the distributive portion to the several States of 
the land fund, anything in this act to the contrary 
notwithstandiag, Suppose, then, before the Ist of 
August arrives, Congress pass another act regula- 
ting the duties on imports: will the distribution 
act be suspended or not? It was as perfectly ap- 
patent to his mind as any propcsition could possi- 
bly be, that, by adopting this proviso, they ended 
the whole matter; for, when the Ist of August 
arrives, if they should have passed another act re- 
galating the duties on imporis, leaving out the pro- 
viso, and saying nothing about the distribution act, 
the szspension of that act would eontinue. 

Mr, BUCHANAN was very anxious to get rid 
of the distribution in any form; but, believing that 
the proviso now offered was better than that of the 
original bill, he should'give it his vote. He con- 
ceived the Senator from New York and his friends 
were mistaken in not considering that the distribu- 
tion act cannot be revived on the lst of August, 
without also reviving’ the 20 per cent, restriction. 
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He moved ta strike out from the word Ist of Ai: 
gust, 1842, to obviate all doubt.” fs cs 

Mr. RIVES never had a clearer view of an 
thing in his life than he received from tbë argit- 
ment.of the Senator from New York. If the pro- 
| viso stopped at the first clause, it would be clear; 
bat the effect Of thé latter part is, that the distribu- 
tion shall take place, “any act to the contrary. note 
withstanding.?? : ave 

It is by the same instrumentality that the repeal 
of the distribution act is effected. It amounts to 
this: that, though at that time duties may be ex- 
isting exceeding twenty per cent, the distribution. 
shall take place on the Ist of August, instead of 
the Ist of July. The conclusion is irresistible. 
He did not presume the mover of the substitute 
had this intent; but why admit of any mystifica- 
tion? If none is intended, why not admit of the 
motion made by the Senator from Pennsylvania, 
to strike out the latter clause? 

Mr. TAPPAN asked what was the purpose of 
putting in a proviso of this nature, when the dis- 
tribution was suspended by a previous part of the 
bill? He could not help thinking that there was 
some.object in it. If the. latter clause adds noth« 
ing, why not strike it out? | thew 

Mr. SIMMONS observed that the distribution 
bill provided for many things besides distributions 
such as pre-emption rights, and the payment of the - 
two per cent, &e., to Alabama, and other States. 
It was, therefore, necessary to qualify the proviss. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said that it seemed to him 
the doubts expressed were ungrounded. He con- 
curred with the Senator from Pennsylvania in the 
view he takes of it, In this bill it is the object 
thata mere temporary measure, to have existence 
for one month only, shall not change existing laws; 
jnaving them to be adjusted by more matured legis- 
lation. Are not the arguments against this amends 
ment set aside by the simple declaration, ibat thé 
whole effect of the proviso shail be to suspend dis- 
tribution for one month? and to put down all other 
Cchsuructions, it is declared this act shall have no 
other effect than to postpone the payment of the 
distribution for one month. a 

Mr. CHOATE concurred with the Senator from 
Pennsylvania, (Mr. Bucuanan,] and he éould not 
sve any difference between the amendment of the 
Senator from Maine [Mr. Evans] and the amend- 
meat of tie Senator from Georgia. His. wonder 
was, to see how gentlemen had embarrassed them- 
selves. Itis said this amendment repeals the dis« 
tribution act. How? There can be only two 
modes. The first thing is to postpene the payment 
of the distribution to the Ist of August. And then 
the distribution act revives in full force. But those 
who contend this isa repeal, go further, and say 
that, by the latter partof the amendment, all res 
striction is abrogated. ‘That is nothing but the sale 
utary and guardian proviso expressly precluding 
such a conclusion. 


But he had succeeded in discovering a legal dif- 
| ficulty. Itis true that, if this bill is passed without 
any proviso at all, it suspends the operation of the 
distribution for one month. The Senator from 
Massachusetts says it remits the penalty, and the 
Senator from New York catches at the idea. But 
it does not remit the penalty; it only postpones dis» 
tribution fora mouth. The amendment means no 
more than what he and his friends meant. He 
would forfeit his right arm if itdid. The Senator 
from Rhode Island had assigned good reasons for 
Inserting such a proviso—the mauy provisions in the 
disiribution bill, other than the one having reference 
to the distribution. 

Mr. WRIGHT observed, in answer to the Sena- 
! tor from Rhode Island, that it appeared to be his 
idea it was necessary to save the States the benefit 
of ihe distribution act, even though suspended. 
The Senator from Massachusetts thinks the matter 
as cleat as light; bat be (Mr. W.) thought they 
were as far from clear light as ever, and farther 
too. The distribution act says, if you raise duties 
past 20 per cent, the distribution shall cease; and 
the first part of the proviso, the Senator im- 
agines, suspends that clause till the Ist of August- 
that is, it suspends the proceeds of the publie lands; 
and thus, the frst part of the provision goes as 
far as the argument of the Senator from Maine ree 
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Guires. He hoped the Senator, then, would vote to 
suiike out the remainder of his proviso. _ ae 
, Mr. WOODBURY wished: io know whether the 
States, or ihe General Government, were to have 
the proceeds of the public lands accruing in July? 
He conceived the proviso would cause the suspen- 
sion.of the payment for a month; but the right re- 
mains.to the States to. claim it then. -If not, what 
use in the whole proviso? : 

«Mr, EVANS owed an apology for not answer- 
ing: that question before. His attention had been 
drawn off from the subject; but he now freely. eon- 
fussed that he was greatly sutprised at the doubts 
tus expressed. He would explain that his object 
was, that all parties. should stand, on the Ist day 
of August, on the same ground as on the Ist July, 
if no intervening legislation prohibits it; so, if there 
be no: law, the distribution act says the payment 
shall be made to the States on the Ist of Jaly and 
Ist of January; that is, six months receipts. But, 
vader this proviso, instead of being paid on the Ist 
of July, it shall be on the Ist of August; and the 
receipts of July go with the other five months, to 
be paid on the Ist of January next, as the Jaw di- 
rects. 

Mr. WOODBURY said, then he was to under- 
stand the Senator as saying that, notwithstanding 
the:duties shall be higher than 20 per cent. for 
Jiily; thie States dre not to lose one cent of distribu- 
tion for that month. 4s 

Mr. EVANS said that the six months would go 
to the States.on the Ist January, leaving the distri- 
bution act: substantially in force till Ist ‘of Au- 
gust-—suspending. only the payment till that day. 

_ Mr. WOODBURY observed, then nothing will 
be taken trom the States at all. , 

Mr. EVANS admitted that to be the resuit. 

Mr. LINN said it was obvious gentlemen of the ` 


Yost enlightened minds could not agree upon the 
import of mere words. He hoped a nigb’s sleep 
Would enable them to decide. He would, therc- 
, fore, move an adjournment. 

, Mr, CRITTENDEN requested a suspension of 
the motion, till the question was taken on Mr. 
Bucwanan’s amendment. 

This was agreed to. 
_ ‘The question was then taken on Mr. Buewanan’s 
amendment, and negatived. 

Mr. BUCHANAN then moved an adjournment; 
an 
. The Senate, at 6 o'clock, adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuurspay, June 23, 1842. 

_ Mr. LINN, from the Commitee on Public Ex- 
penditures, made a report respecting the contin- 
gent expenses of the House; which was referred to 
the Committee of the Whole having in*charge a 
bill. on that subject, and was ordered to be printed. 
Mr. TURNEY offered the following joint reso- 
lution, which was read twice: 


Resolved by the Senate anid House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, ‘Phat 
the benefits of the first section of an act, entitled “An act grant- 
ing half-pay and pensions to cercain widows,” approved the 7th 
day of July, 1838, shall not be withheld from any widow whose 
husband died since the passage of the act of the th day of June, 
183%; and the widows of such as shall hereafter die shall be en- | 
titled to pensions under said act, they being otherwise entitled 
herato, and widows at the time application for a pension is 
made. 


Mr. FILLMORE said the resolution appeared 
to be a general pension bill of some kind or other; 
and, therefore, he was opposed to its being hastily 
passed, and without consideration. 

Mr. TURNEY said that be intended to move 
that it be committed to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions; and he added, that the decisien 
of the Attorney General, by which the widows re- 
ferred to in the resolution were excladed from the 
pension list, was manifestly erroneous. 

After a few words from Messrs LINN and 
EVERETT, 

Mr. TURNEY withdrew his motion, and the 
resolution was commiited to the Committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. A. C. DODGE offered the following resolu- 
tion, whieh was adopted: 

Resolved, That the. Committee ov the Judiciary be instruct- 
exvhether the act entitled “An act to establish a uni- 
m Of bankruptcy throughout the United States,” ap- 
ust:19,-1841, confers upon ‘the district courts of the 

f Iowa and Wisconsin jurisdiction ia cases of bank- | 


rupley arising under said act; and if jurisdiction be not already 
conferred upon the said district courts, that the tommitiee in- 
quire into the expedienc conferring the sameon said courts; 
and report by bili or othe gaan” fae J: ` 
Mr. CASEY presented to the Housé, a leter 
from the Commissioner of the General. Land Of- 
fice (Mr. Thos. H. Blake) to the Hon. Z, Casny, 
chairman of the Committee on Public Lands, in 
relation to certaia bills for the confirmation of land 
titles, and to amend the laws granting. pre-emption 


to settlers oa public lands: the letter was ordered - 


to be printed. 

Mr. HARRIS submitted the following resolu- 
tion; and it was agreed tor: ~ ` 

Resolved, Tirat the Secretary of the Treasury be required to 
furnish to this House, at as eafly a day as practicable, the num- 
ber ofcargoes which entered the ports of the United States from 
foreign ports, during the year 1841; and how many of said car- 
goves were composed wholly, or in part, of salt, 

Mr. LOWELL introduced, on leave, a bill for 
the relief of Robert Ramsay; which was read 
twice, and retre to the Commiitee on Naval 
Affairs. Fa E 

THE NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

On the motion of Mr: FIELMORE, the House 
resolved itself into a,Commiftee of the Whole, (Mr. 
McKzwwan in the ¢hair,) dhd postponed the tarif 
bill, for the purpose of considering the amendments 
of the Senate to the bil enfitled “An act making ap- 
propriations for the; naval service for the year 
1842 » $ 

The first amendmeti of the Senate was in item 
No.1, which provided for pay of commissioned, war- 
rant, and petty officers, and seamen, $2,335,000. 
The Senate had increased this appropriation to 
#9 200.000. 

Mr. FILLMORE recommended a concurrence 
in this amendment. 


Mr, BURNELL, (who is connected with the 
whaling interest) said the whole country had seen 
with astonishment the statements cf tha proceed- 
ings of Congress in relation to the navy. The 
conduct of the House had outraged public senti- 
ment; for he asserted that public sentiment did not 
require such an attack upon the navy as the House 
had madv, by which the House had reduced both 
its moral and its physical ferce. He reminded the 
House of the proceedings of the extra session, 
when, by exciting discussions on the McLeod case, 
and the Northeastern boundary and other ques- 
lions, they not only alarmed the people, but appa- 


rently alarmed themselves; and, as a consequence, 


they came up and greatly increased their naval 
force. But, in twelve short months, with singular 
inconsistency and fickleness, they ehanged their 
policy, and proceeded with a reckless disregard of 
the existing state of things. 

He them went through some tabular statements, 
to show the amount and importance of our com- 
mercial marine, and compared it with that of Great 
Britain. He glanced at the commerce of the 
United States in various parts of the world, which 
was great and increasing; and for its protection, he 
contended that such a navy was necessary as 
would compel every nation of the earth to respect 
our flag. 


Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL desired to say a few 
words in explanation of the vote he gave on the 
proposition fora reduction of the navy, which it 
appeared, by what had been taid by the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. BURNELL,] had been ene 
tirely misunderstood. With some hesitation he had 
voted against the amendment of the gentleman from 
Georgia [Mr. MERIWETHER] some days or weeks 
ago; and now, without further reflection or hesita- 
tion, he should abide by that vote; but, inasmuch 
as there had been a public meeting at Philadelphia, 
at which resclutions were adopted, speeking a very 
feeling interest on this subject, together with an 
animated controversy on this floor in regard to it, 
he thought it due to its importance that he should 
explain what his views were, With respect to 
what had fallen from the honorable gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr, BURNELL] in relation to the 
commercial marine of the United States, the gen- 
tleman had overlooked far the most imporiant part 
of it, and that was the portion of it engaged in the 
coasting trade. 4 

It was a fact, that ought to be known to those 
who are not familiar with such subjects, that the 


greatest seaport in the world is maintained almost 
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entirely by the coasting tade—and that, in the 
single article of coal. In fact, the coal trade of 
London was the only increasing commerce of that 
great city, and its most fertile nursery of seamen, 
as it was destined to be of the United Sates. As 
in that trade a pofttion of his city [Philadelphia] 
was more immediately iftefested, and as the goaste 
ing trade had been much andervalaed, be thought 
it necessary to say this much. Yielding to the late 
and present Secretaries of the Navy (Mr. Badger 
and Mr. Upshur}. all due praise for the zeal and 
ability with which they bad fulfilled their duties, 
he would premise what he had to say by the ase 
serlion, that he totally disagreed with them in their 
opinion that the American navy ought to be one- 
half the size of that of England, Leaving war 
out of the question—for he believed that the venera- 
ble negotiator who has been for some lime among us 
has removed evéry idea of il; so much so, that 
there was. hardly a man, woman, or child in the 
country, who believed that there would be any=«he 
would speak only in reference to a peace estab« 
lishment, For a peace establishment, then, he 
thought the navy was already too large; and there 
was no just reason why it should be regulated in 
reference to that of Great Britain. The condition of 
the two countries.in tegard to the service required 
of their navies was wholly dissimilar. Great Brite 
ain had large colonial establishments to defendg 
she was sustaining the balance of power in Europe; 
her proximity to rival powers, and her constant 
wars—all these circumstances rendered a larger 
naval force necessary. He thought it was, there- 
fore, preposterous to attempt to rival England in 
the size and force of our navy. Situated as we 
were, he thought that upon the smallness of our 
navy (and he might say the same thing, t6o, of the 
army) depended its efficiency; and he was con- 
vinced that any attempt to increase either would be 
fo deteriorate them. 

Tt had been very gratifying to him to find that, 
in this discussion, not orie member had said a word 
against the navy: it was not, therefore, necessary 
for him to profess to be friendly to it. The ques- 
tion, however, now was, how to make the navy 
most efficient; and, on this subject, he had come to 
the conelusion that hasty action was extremely im- 
proper. He eñtertained no doubt, from what lit- 
tle attention he had given to the matter, that our 
naval expenditurdés might be reduced nearly two 
millions by an economical administration of them. 
The pay of all the intermediate officers, from the 
captain down, appeared to him to be out of all rea- 
son, and far above that of any service in the world. 
Why, we meet (said Mr. I.) every day, in our way 
to the Capitol, young gentlemen—very nice little 
chaps—twelve years of ages or thereabouts—-who 
are receiving their 8500 a year. [A voice was 
heard saying $390 is the pay of a midshipman.} 
No (said,Mr. 1.) the gentleman is mistaken; the pay 
and emoluments of a midshipman on duty are about 
five hundred dollars, and some seven hundred and 
fifty when he becomes a passed midshipman. Now, 
everybody must know that five or six hundred dol- 
lars a year pay for a little boy was monstrous. It 
led him into extravagance and vice, and it led to 
that extraordinary competition for appointments 
which, as the gentleman from Indiana had ob- 
served, was shown by a list of 5,000 applicants 
for midshipmen’s warrants. A very important re- 
duction might, therefore, be made in this branch of 
expenditure. There might be a still greater econ- 
omy observed in the administration of the navy- 
yards and naval stations, many of which were 
maintained at considerable expense, because the 
department did not know what to do with the su- 
pernumerary officers. Furthermore, he believed 
that in other branches of the service there was the 
most wasieful and unnecessary expenditure. He 
saw it stated in the newspapers that Congress was 
every year voting appropriations for the purpose of 
laying up timber. This was a useless expenditure. 
When it became necessary to build the ships, it 
would be time enough then to buy the timber. He 
had understood that the ships bnilt on the lakes, 
during the last war, were built of timber cut imme- 
diately from tHe forest for the purpose, and they 


lasied long enough to gain the victories which add-. 


ed so much to the renown of the navy. Indeed, 
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he had understood from a skilful officer, that ships 
built from timber cut when wanted, would always 
lasta-sufficient length of time to compensate for 
the cost of their construction. 

_ There was another item in which economy could 
be introduced, that he could not help noticing. No 
one could travel through the country, and visit the - 
litte towns and villages, and fail to see the host of 
idle. officers out of service; and there was no doubt 
atall but a great many of them desired to remain 
onshore. Many of them had been for years on 
shore. Now he. thought it surely must be in the 
power of the House to suppress this evil. Tne 
House might, by the reportot a committee, followed 
up by a suitable bill, reduce the number of officers, 

_ by throwing the idle and inefficient ones out of ser- 
vice. If tke House coald, by such a resolation as 
that passed in 1821, reduce Major General An- 
drew Jackson to a private citizen, surely they 
could reduce 50 or 60 idle useless officers of the 
navy. Bat the reduction ought to be made by a 
general bill, framed for the express purpose, and 
not by an appropriation bill, 


When:he heard the venerable gentleman from 
Massachusetts say that it was necessary to act in 
an’ appropriation bill, or not-act at all, he was the 
more determined to vote against the reduction pro- 
posed in this bill; for if such was the appalling 
fact, then it was time for the House to try the prin- 
ciple, and see whether, by a deliberate act, they 
could not remodel the army and navy both, with- 
out being obliged to legislate for them in an ap- 
propriation bill. He had seen it stated that there 
was some difficulty in obtaining the loan author- 
ized by the act of the present session; and if this 
were. so, he did not wonder that capitalists would 
refuse'to lend their money to a Government that 
wae anable to reduce its army or its navy without 
doing so, in an appropriation bill, All these reasons 
(Mr. J. said) were in his mind when he voted 
against the reduction proposed by the gentleman 
from Georgia; and though he was friendly to it, 
and desired to see no increase either of the army 
or the navy, he could only vote for it in a general 
bill: 


He must beg leave to say a word or two, in 
conelusion, in regard to the navy at large. We 
must have a navy. He would not, like his col- 
league, (Mr. Syyper,] Jeave. commerce to protect 
itself; but, said he, we must protect it by an armed 
marine. ‘Morally speaking, the United States 
were just as much an island as Great Britain. 
Oar commerce, too, with Europe, Asia, Africa— 
with all the world—is by water; and a navy was 
undoubtedly our ablest representative abroad—in- 
deed, more efficient than aay diplomatic agent. 
He was very sure that none of our foreign minis- 
ters were of such use for the protection of our 
commerce as to have onr flag seen in every part of 
the world. He would add another fact worthy of 
notice; A well-known element—-steam—had, as it 
were, taken up Europe, and put it within ten or 
fifteen days’ sail of our coast. 

The dock-yards of Europe, which used to be at 
a distance of a six or eight weeks’ voyage from 
America, were now within fifteen or sixteen days? 
sail. And let him tell Western gentlemen that it 
was only necestary to enlarge the Welland canal 
(a mere affair of bricks and mortar) to enable a 
British or French steamer from Plymouth or Brest 
to bombard Baffalo, or Shawneetown, or Detroit. 
For these and other reasons, it was necessary for 
us to have a navy; and he was for rende it 
efficient as possible. He did not, however 
that it would be expedient to enlarge it. | 
navy,rather within than beyond onr means, wou'd p 
answer all our purposes better than a one; 
and its efficiency must be promoted by es’ablish- 
ing a proper discipline. To what was it we owed 
ovr brilliant victories in the last war with Great 
Britain, but to the superior discipline of our navy? 
Skips and: officers might be multiplied to any cx- 
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ten’; but, without discipline, they would be-com- 
paratively inefficient. 

There was one more fact to which he wished par- 
ticularly to call the attention of the House. We 
were now nearly equal to the first maritime power 
of the world in our commercial marine, and nearly 
on a par with ber in population. He learned from 
a late British publication, which he had lately read, 
written by Mr. Senior, one of the dblest of the 
British writers, that we are the fifth nation in the 
world in point of population; and dn extent of 
territory, the second. ‘The great question, then, for 
us to decide, wax: Do we mean to be the mere cul- 
tivators of pacific relations with other countries? 
or do we mean to open entirely a new career? or, 
removed as we are from Europe, are; we to maia- 
tain a certain amount of warlike capacity? He 
was as much disposed to economy asiany member 
of the House; yet he would not, because the 
finances of the country were temporarily embar- 
rassed, vote to cut down our establishments, or to 
impede the onward progress of the United States. 
A gentleman speaking to him two or three years 
ago on the subject, said that there was not a man 
of intelligence but could, in a couple of years, re- 
store the financial condition of the country. 

He should, therefore, vote to let the navy move 
forward in evil, as if the circumstances of our 
country were good. It was true that the Govern- 
ment and the country were enbarrassed; but our 
resources were not ‘disturbed. AIF the internal 
sources of grandeur remained uninterrupted. He 
thought nothing should be denied, because of our 
difficulties. ‘Those difficulties might easily be 
remedied; and he wished the question decided 
whilst the country was in its present situation. He 
begged the majority here, in their action upon the 
navy, to look to the interests of a great nation—a 
nation which, ten years hence, would have twenty- 
five millions of people. 


He would add what he intended to have said 
before, in relation to the war-making power. It 
did not require an act of Parliament to makea 
declaration of war. The name of Queen Victoria 
or Louis Phillippe to a parchment was enough. 
He called attention to the fact, that during the last 
one hundred and fifty years, the greatest maritime 
power in the world had dispensed with declarations 
of war. It had struck first, and talked about it af- 
terwards. A blow and a word, instead of a word 
and a blow. 


He was not disposed to disarm. He was in 
favor of a proper medium. He was glad we were 
in our present difficulties. When he said so several 
years ago, he was reviled for Ìt as a radical. Yet 
the opinion was beginning to prevail, that our tribu- 
jation had. done the country service. He was glad 
tuat, in the midst of the financial difficulties of the 
Government, the Howe was called to vole upon 
the estimates of the Secretary of the Navy. It had 
now to say at once whether, because the two ends 
of the year might not meet at the treasury, it would 
disarm and dismantle the navy, and hereafter be 
compelled to build np again at an increased ex- 
pense. He was in favor of consistent legislation 
and expenditures. 

Tne members cf the House sate here under a 
paper Consiiin'] n. Would any man say that this 
paper Con:titmion was as strong as the navy in 
binding us together? {Here Mr. Spaiaa asked 


| some questions as to the number, &s., of vessels 


built and repaired last year] 
navy Was a power 
After all onr repu stitutions, all the mareh 
of mind and improvement of th- age, he ibought 
we were the same in character, feeling, and im- 
pulses, as the people who lived in the days of 
Greeceand Rom». B:heving the navy to be suca 
a necessary bund of union, he desired to see it per- 
fected. He had beard with regret the remarks 
and controversy Cetween bis colleague, (Mr. ©. 


He repeated, the 


| Brown ) and ihe gentleman from the Norioik dis- 
|| trict, Virginia, (Mr. MALLORY,) as to the mieri:s of 


bond ihat held us tegetber. 


their respective navy-yards; ako, he was sorry’ to” 
have heard the venerable gentleman from Massa+ 
chusetts (Mr. Apams) inquire whether there weve 
not more officers from Virginia than from Massa- 
chusetts. a 

He did not himself heed these things. He recol- 
lected to have often heard of the conversation 
which took place between John and Samuel Adams 
before the 4th of July, 1776. It was asked, “Whom 
shall we make commander-in-chief of the army?” 
John Adams answered, “Gen. Heath,” (he. be- 
lieved that was the name of the person proposed,) 
who was from Massnchusetis. Samuel Adams 
said “No; the commander-in-chief must be a Fir- 
ginian. General Washington mást be the man.” 
And Washington was made commander. Samuel 
Adams never asked where the most captains came 
from, aud never looked to sectional feelings. These 
local feelings (Mr. I. thought) should be crushed 
in the navy, though they might be the root cf legis- 
lation. 

He thought the navy should be looked at with 
regard to other considerations, besides ‘ils expense 
and the pay of its officers. Its importance was 
greater in a moral than in a physical point of view. 
It was impossible to read Coopers Naval History, 
without coming tothe conclusion that we were des- 
tined to be a great naval people. Even in the 
West, among people who could have nothing to 
do with the navy, it was looked upon as an object | 
of pride and affection. He was glad to see the 
spirit evinced by many of the’ Representatives 
from the West. He thought, by deliberate legis- 
lation, the cost of the navy might be reduced to 
two-thirds of its present rate. But it couid not be 
done by jerks and amendments to an appropriation 
bi'l. He wished settled and deliberate legislation. 
Without that, he dreaded lest the service should be 
injured. 

Mr. MERIWETHER addressed the committee 
at length in reply to the gentlemen from Pennsyl-~ 
vania [Mr. INceusoLL] and from Massachusetts, 
[Mr. BURNELL,}] and in opposition to the amende 
ment of the Senate increasing the appropriation. 
He said he was prepared for the thunders which 
had come from pensioned presses against the re~ 
duction in the appropriation. He dénounced the 
Secretary of the Treasury as a blunderer who had. 
deceived the House, and who could not be relied 
on. He alluded to the debates in the Senate, where 
the House of Representatives had been abused, 
and vindicated the House from the aspersions cast. 
upon it- The House was four weeks in advance 
ot the Senate; had paszed three times as many bills; 
sate six hoursa day, whilst the Senate sate but three 
or four; and on Saturday, too, when the Senate 
generally took holyday. He argued in favor of a 
reduction, and quoted the authority of Commodore 
Stewart to sustain his views. 


The Secretary of the Navy had given them a 
report of the number of officers who had done no 
service for ten years, and the number who had. 
done no duty for five years; and he (Mr. MERI- 
WETHER) had looked into the matter to. see what 
amount of pay they had drawn during that time. 
He found that the officers who had not been at sea 
for the Jast ten years, nor yet done any shore ser- 
vice, had drawn from $18,000 te $25,000. Now, 
it was not the way to make the navy of the United 
States respecied in every sea, if they kept officers 
to spend their time in the bar-rooms of hotels, or 
in bed, rgonized by the zeut, c ecasioned by the Inxu- 

ies which their unearned pay affoids. Were men 

sach as these to sustain the honor and character of 
tsis conntry? They could no: doit, He did not 
apply these cbzervations to all the efficers of the 
navy; he esteemed many of them for their fideliiy 
to the service; but he confessed he could give the 
back of his hand to the lazy drones to be found 
in ff. 

He then mentioned the case of a person named 
John J. Young, who, in 1827, hed the misfortune 
to be seriously wounded in both legs, but who was 
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again put on daty as soon as he recovered; and, 
antil, 1831, that gallant man remained on duty, 
while many, with both legs sound, did nothing at 
all. These abuses had gone far enough; and he 
entreated the House tg stop their further progress, 
and to begin earnestly the work of reform. He 
knew they were accused of, and reproached witb, 
invading the rights of the Senate; and they received 
scorn and bitter reproaches on this floor, as well as 
from the press, because they dared to say that these 
abuses ought to be stopped; but he (Mr. M.) was 
satisfied to go home and sustain the outpouring of 
the storm and the thunder which rolled over their 
heads. é i 

Mr. SPRIGG had incurred some. responsibility 
in connexion with this subject. He knew that the 


navy, as an arm of the national defence,.had been. 


. à cherished establishment, and a popular theme. 
Far as was his district from the sea, he knew that 
even there the navy was a popular establishment— 
and, indeed, it ought to be with every man who 
has any regard for the honor of his country; but, 
in regard to the exercise of the power of the Ex- 
ecutive and of the Senate, in the multiplication of 
officers, this House had a solemn duty to perform, 
The item under discussion was intended to appro- 
priate money to pay the officers of the navy; and it 
was worthy of observation, at such a time, that 
this Government had been paying at the rate of 
$250,000 or $260,000 annually for men “waiting 
orders.” He believed there was a distinction be- 
tween officers waiting orders and those on leave of 
absence: when an officer obtained leave of absence, 
his pay was reduced; but when he was waiting or- 
ders, his pay was very much the same as when in 
-actual service. The Secretary of the Navy report- 
ed that last year the amount. paid to officers wait- 
ing orders was $261,000, but this year the esti- 
mates were increased to upwards of $295,000. 

At some of the navy-yards, too, the officers had 
nothing todo He would take Pensacola as an 
instance; and there they might as well have no 
navy-yard at all, for a ship could not even be re- 
paired there. And yet they were paying annually 
from $30,000 to $40,000 for officers there. 


Again: he believed, from the year 1816 to 1834, 
that not a single public vessel bad arrive i at Ports- 
mouth; and yet for that, also, they paid from 
$30,000 to $40,000 per annum. But although the 
Officers at these yards had little cr nothing to do, 
they had the power to employ as many civil offi- 
cers as they pleased, and as many clerks as they 
pleased, who were paid large salaries, with but lit- 
tle employment. Ee mentioned these facts, to 
show that in 1841 they had more officers than 
were requisite; and yet they were required by the 
Senate to continue to pay for more than were re- 
quisite. The President, the Senaie concurring, 
could employ as many ı fficers as he thought proper. 
But, if this House did not choose to become wholly 
subservient to the Executive, it hada great and an 
important duty to perform; aad he maintained thst 
they ought not to increase the appropriation be- 
yond the amount which the House had criginally 
proposed. He entreated gentlemen dispassionately 
to oonsider this subject before they gave their 
votes. He (Mr. 8.) had no other feeling than of 
Jove for his country, whose interests he desired to 
subserve. He entered not upon this subject in the 
spirit of party, nor with any desire to drive any 
man from the public service; for the country claim- 
ed pre-eminence over party, and the interests of 
the people called for a reduction of their expendi- 
tures; their regard for the naval service, also, would 
prompt them not to bring it into disrepute by the 
continuance of its abuses. 

He could not but view the payment of so. large 

a sam as $261,000 per annum to officers “waiting 
orders,” as a device to give favor, power, and 
Strength to the Executive. They had alse navy- 
yards, and hospitals, and rendezvous, used as strat- 
agems and devices to give men employment; and, 
in this respect, the present Whig Administration 
had been more criminal than any of its predeces. 
sors. The establishments which he had mention- 
ed were devices to give employment to. men who 
had nothing to dos and those “waiting orders” were 
in'the same situation, with this difference: that, if 
‘hey obtained leave of absence, their pay would 


(Mr. Sparac) believed that one man could do all 


But to return, They were involved in no war, 
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be reduced, which they received without diminu- 
‘tion while waiting orders; and, in this matter, they 
could only restrain the Executive and the Senate 
by a reduction of the supplies. Here was an offi- 
cer who recruited a man, and he banded him over 
to the rendezvous officer, by whom he was trans- 
ferred to the officer of the receiving ship, and by 
him the man was transferred elsewhere. Now, he 


the duty which at some of our navy-yards employ- 
ed some thirty or forty, or even fifty; but, he re- 
peated, the whole system, to a gyeat extent, was 
but a means to give favor and power to the Ex- 
ecutive. : k 

He then noticed. the large inerease of chaplains 
which had recently been made; but this might ‘be 
right, and in the spirit of the age. In the other 
appointments, however, he deemed it necessary 
that the Senate and the Executive should be re- 
strained, by the refusal of appropriations. He 
admitted that, heretofore, he had done much which 
he knew not now how to justify. At the extra ses- 
sion he voted for the rule limiting the subjects for 
consideration, which he now admitted to have been 
the most tyrannical and despotic rule that was 
ever adopted by any legislative body; he could not 
justify it; he voted for it asa partisan, and under 
Executive dictation. But he could not now go 
home to his constituents, and tell them that he had 
voted away from $300,000 to $400,000, for which 
no services were rendered. 

Retain this horde of publ’c officers, with power 
to the President to appoint more, and what was 
the conseqaence? Ships musi be built, and sub- 
sistence must be provided. They were told that 
there were now five thousand applications for mid- 
shipmen’s warrants; and how was the nation to 
sustain the fearful expenditures. which such a sys- 
tem entailed upon i? But, with the increase of 
officers, there was also an increase of civil officers; 
and the iacrease of expenditures for the repairs, 
over ihe expenditures for the building of ships, 
proved that the system was bur a device to give 
; empioyment to men, and to feed them out of the 
public treasary. 


The increa:e of courts martial, too, he believed, 
arose, in great mevsure, in invidiousness and a 
desire for promotion. He alluded to the recent 
case of Captain Levy, who had risen in the ser- 
vice from a position in which he learned all its 
subordinate duties, and who, in war and his coun- 
try’s peril, had gallantly served ber; yet, because 
he humanely spared the laceration of a »hip-boy’s 
back, resorting rather to the application of a little 
tar and a feather, which the sailors did not con- 
sider a punishment, he was dismissed from the ser- 
vice. A little ridicule, which was prompted by a 
humane spirit as the punishment of an offender, 
was an offence which nothing could expiate but 
expulsion; while the savage barbarity of “the ca 
was honorable and worthy of an American officer. 
Good Heaven! was such to be understood as the 
ruling principle in our service? 


nor was there any prospect of a war. No part of 
God Almighty’s creation desired to be at war with 
America. On the contrary, all nations were desi- 
rous to cultivate with her a spirit of friendship, 
and a perpetuation of peace and the arts of peace. 
The abuse of the press of the large e:ties was not 
extraordinary; for, with officers stationed there, an 
influence was exerted; and let them but increase 
the number, and thatinfluence too woul: increase; 
aud the abuse of the press of those who regarded 
the country rather than individuals, would increase, 
too, in a corresponding ratio. But he felt that he 
should insult the patriotism of the House if heap- 
pealed to them to adhere to their original resolu- 
tion. 

The honorable gentleman then commented on 
the employment of naval officers in the civil de- 
partments of the Government, for want of employ- 
ment at sea; but the expiration of his allotted hour 
brought hia to an abrupt conclusion. 

Mr. ADAMS then addressed the committee at 
some length in support of the first and second 
amendments of the Senate, and in opposition to 
the third. ; 

Mr. McCLELLAN of New York said the pro- 


viso which was inserted in the bill upen his mo« 
tion, and of which the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts {[Mr. Apams] had complained, was merely in- 
tended to be temporary. Its object was not to de- 
stroy, but to save the navy. It was not, as the 
gentleman from Massachusetts had stated, for the 
petty purpose of reducing the expenses of the Gov- 
ernment. It originated ina higher and a nobler 
motive than that of mere demagoguism. He 
would remark, that many of the grades in the navy 
had nearly doubled since January, 1841. At that 
time there were 55 post-captains. In January, 
1842, 68 post-captains—an increase of 13. The 
number of commanders during the year was in- 
creased 41; lieutenants 100; surgeons 10; pursers 
10; chaplains-11. Whether the chaplains were en- 
gaged in singing songs in the campaign of 1840, or 
not, he knew noi; but the number of chaplains in 
the navy was doubled soon afterwards. 

{Mr. McC. was here asked to state the increase 
of officers from January to March, 1841; to which 
question he replied that he had not a statement 
made out.] ` 

But, in addition to this large increase of last year, 
it was now proposed to augment the number of 
captains still further, from 68 to 105; and to make 
a similar increase in the number of commanders. 
Tn order to ascertain what ground there was for this 
extraordinary increase of the officers, it was neces- 
sary to inquire what was the number of vessels in 
1841, and see if they were sufficient to employ all 
these officers, He found from’ the’ official ieport 
of the Secretary that there were in the navy of the 
United States but 67 vessels, large and small. Re- 
cently he had received a letter from an officer in 
Virginia—that naval nursery of the United States = 
which pronounced the action of the House to be 
just, and which requested him to offer a resolu- 
tion calling on the Secretary for a statement of the 
quantity of sea-service rendered by each officer in 
the navy. He had received many other letters 
from naval officers, all anonymous, and all ap- 
proving his course. He should, indeed, be glad 
to see how much service had been performed by 
each officer, and how many had spent their time 
living at ease upon the shore, 


Phere was another fact which justified this 
proviso to the bill. There was no law to limit the 
number of navy officers, whilst in the army not an 
officer could be «dced wuhout authority of law. 
Neither could a clerk be appointed in one of the 
departments, unless there was a law forit. Yet, 
in the navy, everything is left to the discretion of 
the President and Senate. 

Another fact was, that the estimates for the navy 
for the present year nearly double those of former 
years. "With this fact to justify them in inserting 
the proviso, the Representatives of the people had 
been denounced as wishing to break down the navy. 
But let the clamor be as great as it might, the 
newspapers could not manufactare public opinion, 
They had multiplied in this coventry until they have 
become almost a nuisance. He denied that they 
were to be considered as the true exponents of 
public sentiment. 

Again: was not commerce sufficiently protected, 
and had it not been so during the two last admin- 
istratious? He had never heard it denied; and yet 
with all these facts to justify it, the House had 
been denounced, and floods of eloquence poured 
out which would have moved even stones and trees 
In ancient times, because it interfered in entting 
down the estimates of the Secretary of the Navy. 
It had been said that it was the privilege of the 
President and the Senate to appoint as many offi- 
cers as they pleased, and the House was bound to 
approve, and furnish the supplies. to pay them. Was 
this House to become a body of mere automatons 
to register the decrees of the other branches of the 
Government? He hoped its members would not 
permit their high prerogatives to be treached upon, 

It had been said that this proviso did net come 
‘rom a responsible soarce—ihat it was net recom-. 
meaded by the President, the Secretary of the 
Navy, or the Senate. Perhaps it was objected to 
because it did not come before the House in the 
potent form of a mandate from the Senate. If so 
he declared war against such an invasion of the 
rights of the popular branch, Some, however, 


said that the House was disorderly, and too numer- 
ous. . He knew excitement sometimes cecurred in 
this body. It naturally partook of the feelings of 
the people. In the old countries, where power 
rules, there was no need of excitement. Not so, 
however, ina new and a free coantry like this 
“Eternal vigilance is the price of liberty.” But, if 
any undue excitement existed, where did it have ils 
origin? He appealed to the country for the truth 
of what he said—thal it originated in the other end 
of the Capitol, where there sat somany troubled 
spirits, and so many aspirants after the Presiden- 
tial bauble. He would not now go into detail; but 
could show, if he saw fit, that the Senate was the 
cause of the excitement prevailing in Congress. As 
it was,he hoped that the House would maintain 
the dignity and independence which should be pre~ 
served by the popular branch of the Government. 

But whilst he was advocating the propriety of 
the compromise, which was introduced into the 
bill upon his motion, there was one officer (a gal- 
lant and meritorious man) whom he wished to be 
excepted from its operation. He alluded to Lieut. 
Wilkes, who had just returred from the exploring 
expedition, in which he spent four years of ardu- 
ous service. This officer bad come back to his 
country rich with the fruits of knowledge acquired, 
and his squadron laden with the interesting results 
of the discoveries of an antarctic clime. Yet, not- 
withstanding all the benefits which his expedition 
had brought wpon the country, there had been no 
demonstrations of joy at his return. Letan Eng- 
lish lord or novel-writer but put his foot upon our 
shores, and the whole population arose to do him 
homage. Let us (said Mr. McC.) promote this 
worthy officer. If that object cannot be accom- 
plished in any other mode, let us make him a post- 
captain by the action of Congress. 

Mr. MARK A. COOPER addressed the com- 
mittee at some length in opposition to the amend- 
ment made to the bill in the Senate. He was sorry 
to find the gentleman from Massachusetis, [Mr. 
Apams,] after a few days so manfully proposing a 
vote of resistance to the Senate, now giving in his 
adhesion to that body. He thought the gentleman 
should have been consistent, and should have done 
the same for the navy which he did for the army. 
Mr. C. contended that the main object and effect 
of these high appropriations for.the navy, were to 
create a necessity for increased taxes. ‘The people 
could not be taxed without a pretext; and, there- 
fore, a great cry was raised in favor of ‘our gal- 
lant navy,” in order that appropriations might be 
passed. He said he should publish and exhibit to 
his constituents numerous statisties, showing the 
expenditures upon the navy, and the way their 
taxes went. They were willing to be taxed when 
it was necessary, but did not like to be beguiled 
into it by apprehensions of war. He was opposed 
to the navy beyond a certain limit, ard in favor of 
administering the Government with as little money 
as possible. 

Mr. FILLMORE addressed the committee in 
vindication of the prepriety of many items in the 
bill which had been objected to during the debate. 
After he had concluded, 

Mr. C. BROWN obtained the floor; and, at the 
request of many gentiemen, moved thai the com- 
mittee rise and report progress; which metion was 
agreed to and carried into effect. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the House take up 
the army bill, with the Senate’s amendments there- 
to, and that it be referred to the Commitee of Ways 
and Means. 

Mr. ©. JOHNSON inguired whether it wonld 
not have to be referred to the Committee of the 
Whole, before the House could’act upon the amend- 
‘ments of the Senate. 

Mr. FILLMORE said it would, avterit had been 
reported fr: m the Committee of Ways and Means, 

The motion was then agreed to; and 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, Jane 24, 1842. 
The PRESIDENT pro tem, laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the Navy Depariment, 
covering areport of the result of experiments 
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Easton, and other inventions to prevent the explo- 
sion of steam-boilers, made by Professor Walter 
R. Johnson, who was appointed for that purpcse 
by the Secretary of the Navy, under a resolution 
of Congress of the 15h of April. 

Oa motion cf Mr. BAGBY, the report was or- 
dered te lie on the table, and be printed. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented a memorial from 
a large number of citizens of Buffalo, New York, 
remonsirating against any redaction of the army 
and navy; tbey pray that the gallant navy may 
be fostered and increased: ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. T. also presented the proceedings and me- 
morial adopted at a meeting held in Iowa county, 
Wisconsin Territory, by those interested in the lead- 
mines. The memorialists state that they do not be- 
lieve that their interests have been fairly represented 
here, or fairly presented to Congress. They ask 
that some regulations be made in regard to these 
mineral lands, that will do justice to ali parties: 
ordered to be printed, in connexion with proceed- 
ings of publie meetings on the same subject. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana presented a memorial 
similar to the above; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Public Lands, now having 
charge of memorials of thesame character. 

Mr. McROBERTS presented the proceedings of 
a meeting of citizens of the State of Illinois, held 
in Miorgan county, in which they ask Congress to 
abolish the franking privilege of members, execpt 
during the session, and ask a reduction of al! the 
expenditures in all branches of the public service; 
which was referred to the Committee on Retrench- 
ment, 

Mr. YOUNG presented additional decuments 
touching the subject of the lead-mines: referred to 
the Committee on the Public Lands, 


Mr. WALKER presented a memorial from John 
McCaughan, setting forth that there are lands of 
considerable value in the States of Louisiana, Ala- 
bama, and Mississippi, and the Territory of Fiori- 
da, now rendered useless in consequence of the 
flow of tides, and setting forth that it is practicable 
to reclaim those lands; he asks the intervention 
of Congress for that purpose: referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Public Lands. 


Mr. SMiTH of Indiana, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, to which had been 1eferred the peti- 
tion of Shelton Smith, praying the reimbursement to 
him of-a sum of money alleged to have been paid to 
the Government for a tract of land, or for another 
tract in lieu thereof, asked that that committee be 
diseharged from the further consideration of the 
subject on the ground that there was no evidence 
that such land was purchased or paid for; or, if 
paid for, that power existed in the depariment to 
do justice. The motion was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. LINN, leave was granted to 
withdraw ihe above papers from the files of the 
Senate. 

Mr. HENDERSON presented additicnal docu- 
ments in relation to the claim of A. B. MeMur- 
trie, for Jands sold the Government, on which to 
creet a hospital: referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

On motion of Mr. BATES, it was 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to inform 
the Senate when the late superintendents of the public armo- 
ries at Springfield and Harpers Ferry were removed, and 
whether successors have been appointed; and if appointed, 
when, by whom, and in virtue of what authority, and the pur- 
port of their commissions. : 


Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the Jue 

Giciary, asked thai that committee might be dis- 
charged f the farther consideration of the pe- 
tition of Selah Van Danser, of the city of New 
York, praying to be relieved from the liability in- 
curred as seourty on certain custom house bonds. 
The motion to dischage was postponed. 
The Sensis then resumed the consideration uf 
the u ed business on the orders—being the 
bii to pe e for the satisfaction of the claims 
arising er the 14th and 18th articles of the 
treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek, concluded in Sep- 
tember, 1830. 

The question pending was the proposition of Mr. 
Hewnperson to strike cut all the bill after the enact- 
ing clause, for the purpose of substituting a bill 


made on the recent invention of Thomas 8. | draughted by himself; which proposed to allow the 


Indian claimants land or serip, instead of money, 
for their claims, as proposed in the bill. 

Mr. HENDERSON demanded the yeas and nays 
on the proposition to amend; which were ordered. 

Mr. LINN said he would certainly vote to give 
lands, instead of money to those claimants, if such 
was the purpose of the substitute, 

The question was put, and the substitute was 
agreed to—ayes 18, noes 13. 

Mr. MOREHEAD now moved to lay the bill on 
the table. 3 

Mr. WALKER demanded the yeas and nays on 
the motion; which were ordered, and, the question 
being put, resulted in—ayes-19, noes 20. 

The question now being, “Shali the bill be en- 
grossed for a third reading?”— 

Mr. PHELPS said the substitute adopted made 
the bill an entire new one to that reported by the 
Committee on Indian Affairs, and had none of the 
guards against frauds. He then opposed its en- 
grossment at great length. 

Mr. HENDERSON replied, arguing that the 
substitute adopted was such a one only as could do 
justice to all parties interested; and that, in good 
faith, it had every salutary guard against fraud. 

Mr. TAPPAN moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the substitute was adopted. 

Mr. HENDERSON demanded the yeas and 
nays on the motion, which were ordered; and the 
question being put, the vote was reconsidered— 
yeas 19, nays 15. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, the further consid. 
eration of the bill was postponed till to-morrow. 

The bill to define and establish the fiscal year 
of the Treasury of the Uniled States, having been 
engrossed, was passed in the following form: 

A BILL to define and establish the fiscal year of the Treasury 
of the United States. 

Be it enacted, &c. That on and after the Ist July, A. D. 1843, 
the fiscal year of the Treasury of the United States, in all mat 
ters of accounts, receipts, expenditures, estimates, and appro. 
priations, shall commence on the Ist day of July in each year; 
and the report and estimates required to be prepared and lai 
before Congress at the commencement of each session, by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, in obedience to the acts of Congress 
of the 2d September, 1789, and of May 1Uth, 1800, shall be a ro~ 
port and estimates for each fiscal yeat, commencing as aforesaid, 
ang terminating on the 30th day of Junein the succeeding calen- 

ar year. | 

Sec. 2, And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty 
of the Secretary of the Treasury to submit to Congress, at the 
commencement of the next session, his annual report of the state 
of the finances and estimates of appropriations required for the 
support of the Government for the halfcalendar year ending on 
the 30th June then next; and separate and distinct estimates for 
the fiscal year ending on the 30th June, 1844; and estimates for 
receipts for said periods respectively: and the style and title of 
all acts making appropriations for the support of Government 
shall beas follows, to wit: An act making appropriations (here 
insert the object) for the year ending June 30, (here insert the 
calendar year.) 

Sec. 3, And be tt further enacted, That the accounts of ro- 
ceipts andexpenditures required by law tobe published amu» 
ally, shall, on and after the 1st July, 1843, be prepared and 
published for the fiscal year, as hereby established; and the 
said accounts for the half calendar year, ending June 30, 1843, 
shall be prepared and pubiished, as required by law, separate 
and distinct; and all Jaws and parts of laws inconsistent with 
the provisions of this act are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 4, And be it further enacted, That the annual state- 
ments of the commerce and navigation of the United States, 
required by law to be submitted to Congress on the first Mon. 
day of December annually, shall be prepared and published 
for each fiscal year as hereby established; and the said state- 
ments for the last quaiter of the next calendar year, and the 
two first quarters of the year 1843, ending onthe 30th of June, 
1843, shail be prepared and published, agreeably to the pro. 
visions of law, separate and distinct. 

The joint resolution for the relief of Ferdinand 
Pettrich, having been engrossed, and explained by 
Mr. KING, was read the third time and passed. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Daniel Pet- 
tibone having been returned from the House with 
an amendment restricting ifs provisions, 

Mr. PRESTON moved that the Senate concur 
in the amendment. as x 

Mr. GRAHAM wished to examine the bill, ‘aud ; 
it was informally passed over till to-morrow, 4 


THE LITTLE TARIFF BILL. 
On motion of Mr. EVANS, the Senate resumed 
as in commitiee of the whole, the consideration o 
the biil to extend, for a limited period, the present 
laws for laying and collecting daties on imports. 
The question pending was the proposition of Mr 
Evans to strike out the proviso in the bill, and in- 
sert ihe following as a substitute: 


“phat the distribution of the proceeds of the public lands, 
autherized and directed by the act of Congress passed the 4th of 
September, 184], entitled ‘An act to appropriate the proceeds 
of the sales of the pubiic lands, and to grant pre-emption rights? 


shall be, and the same is hereby, suspended and postponed until 
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the Ist day of August, 1842; and the said act ef the 4th Septem- 
Der, 1841, shall be no otherwise or further affected or modified, 
than merely to postpone to the said Ist day of August next the 
distribution of the said proceeds directed by that act tohe made 
on the Ist day of July, 1842; anything contained in this act, or 
the said actof the 4th of September, 1841, to the contrary, not- 
withstanding.” 

Mr. RIVES addressed the Senate for upwards 
of three hours, in a speech of great power and 
interest, the following sketch being a mere outline 
of some of bis leading points of argument. 

He. remarked, at the outset, that, in regard to 
the first part of the proviso, [the suspension of the 
distribution act,] and the temporary measure how 
proposed, [the little tariff bill,] be could not kelp 
deploring the delay of action on the part of Con- 
gress which had made the necessity for bringing 
them forward. It was matter of regret to him, 
and, he might safely say, te the whole country, that 
the adjustment of the whole tariff question had 
been so long protracted. He did not presume to 
say why some general and permanent measure 
had not beén brought forward in the early part of 
the session, or who was in fault for the omission. 
It was sufficient to know that no such measure 
could now be maiured in time to go into operation 
immediately after the 30th of this month, when 
the duties under the compromise act must come 
down to 20 percent. He was aware that the ne- 
cessities of the Government required more means 
tan that rate of duty would supply. But the 
same thing was equally well known at the time the 
distribution act was passed; and in full view of the 
fact that much more than 20 per cent. of duties 
would be required after the 30th of June, 1842, 
the clause in that act restoring the land fund in 
ease of such contingency was introduced and relied 
upon by those Senators whose voles were based 
on that compact, and but for which the act never 
could have been passed. Now the contingency 
was at hand, and he was for carrying out that 
elnase in good faith. 

He was perfectly willing to assent to a tempora- 
ry continuance of ike laws imposing a higher rate 
of duty than 20 per cent., as contemplated by. the 
first part of the bill. But while he was willing to 
give his assent to this, hë beld that it must be taken 
with the fegular, legal, and pre-ordained conse- 
quences contemplated by the existing state of the 
distribution jaw. By a measure of the,Jast session 
of Congress, which received as solema and deliber- 
ate a consideration as any subject ever brought be- 
fore them, it was solemnly declared that, if at any 
lime during the existence of the distribution act, 
the rate of duties should exceed 20 per centum, 
from that moment the distribution of the sales of 
the proceeds of the public lands shall cease, and 
continue suspended so long as the cause of suspen- 
sion existed. He did not believe that it was con- 
tended gravely that the rate of duty contemplated 
by this measure now before them would not exceed 
20 per cent. on many articles, but not on all. 
Then they were entitled to claim—and he did claim, 
for himself and his country—a strict and faithful 
compliance with the stipulations contained in that 
act. It was strong in the recollection of Senators, 
that the 20 per cent. proviso was sanctioned by the 
leading friends of distribution themselves. “The 

“proviso was ratified in both Houses, and it was 
conceded on all sides that it should be a vital, in- 
tegral, and essential part of the distribution law. 
With regard to the amendment of the Senator 
from Maine, [Mr. Evans,] it simply postponed the 
distribution until the Ist of August, at which time 
t was proposed to take place, anything in the dis- 
tribution law, or any other law, to the contrary not- 
withstanding. Bat no man had admitted that they 
had the constitutional power to distribute money, if 
they had to raise it by taxation; and: yet all these 
principles must be trampled on, to grasp at distribu- 
tion as a practical measure! Nor had any man 
admitted that they had a right to distribute, except 
in case of a surplus. This was ihe language of 
Mr. Clay in 1833, and the language of all the ad- 
voeates of distribution, from that time to the re- 
cent revival of the measure, when distribution was 
contended for cn the single principle that by “a 
duty of 20 per cent. on luxuries,” in the fashiona- 
bie. language of the day, there would be more than 
a sufficiency of means for the support of the Gov- 
rament and, therefore, the proceeds of the public 
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lands could be distributed among the indebted 
States. But there was now no surplus—nobody 
dreamed of one; and yet a distribution was con- 
templated and insisted on by Senators, notwith- 
standing the impoverished state of the treasury, 
and the difficulty of negotiating loans to carry on 
the Government. 

Fifteen millions of dollars in revenue was all 
that could be got, under existing laws, from cùs- 
toms. Twenty-seven millions was the least sum 
required, according to the estimate of the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means in the other 
House. Bat where was the balance of twelve 
millions to be got? Upon credit? The mest thrift- 
less resource ever thought of, even by the prodigal 
son! He showed that little dependence was to be 
placed on loans. Out of all the loan bills of the 
extra session and this session, only a million anda 
half had been obtained since the last act passed; 


and that, at the sacrifice of national credit—ninely- - 


seven and a half per cent., he understood from rumor, 
being the rate at which that pittance was obtained. 
How much money was likely to be ih the treasury 
on the Ist of August? When the navy appropri- 
ation bill, the army appropriation bill, &¢., will 
have been thirty days in force, how much money 
will be left in the treasury? How, then, is the 
money to be got, which this proviso says shall be 
distributed to the States on the lst of August, in- 
stead of the Ist of July? Did gent!emen mean to 
borrow it? and, if they did, of whom, and at what 
sacrifice of national honor and national eredit? 
And was this to be done in spite of the want of 
constitutional power to borrow money for distribu- 
tion, admitted by every one? No man has, hith- 
erto, even dared to propose a distribution, unless 
from a surplus. When the Senator from Ken- 
tucky (Mr. Clay) made his celebrated report in 
favor of distribution, it was on the ground that the 
treasury was then bowed down by the weight of 
surplus revenue, which it was necessary to get rid 
of, Now, the proposition is to distribute from an 
exhausted treasury, which can have no surplus, 
unless created by borrowed money. 

Nothing, he conceived, was so utterly indefensi- 
ble as the assumption that the public lands are the 
property of the States, and not of the United Etates. 
This he argued at great Jength, in opposition to the 
heretofore expressed views of the Senator from In- 
diana, (Mr. Smiru,] and others. 


Mr. SMITH of Indiana interposed to explain 
that, as the Senator appeared to refer to him as au- 
thority for the position that it was contended by the 
friends of distribution that all the lands called pub- 
lie lands belonged to the States, whether covered 
by the deeds of cession or not, he desired, so far 
as related to himself, to correct the Senator. He 
had never so contended. His position, as would 
be seen by his public speeches, was, that the pro- 
ceeds of the lands covered by the deeds of cess¥on, 
añer the objects of the cession had been accom- 
plished, were due to the Siates; but, as io the lands 
not covered by those deeds, they were subject to the 
disposal of Congress, at us discretion, as was declared 
ja the Consutution, and contended for by General 
Jackson, the head of the Democratic pariy. He 
hoped he was understood, and he wouldnot farther 
interrupt the Senator. 

Mr. RIVES resumed, He understood the Sena- 
tor to say that, after the accomplishment of certain 
purposes, the preeeeds of the ceded lands belonged 
to the States. [Mr. S. nodded assent.] He quoted 
the deed of cession, with a view of showing that the 
language was perfecily justified by the condition of 
alliance which held the States together at that time. 
There was to be a common treasury, to which the 
Siaies were to contribute. How, then, could that 
com paetever be carried out, but by bringing the pro- 
ceeds into the common fund, to be applied to the 
common defence? 2 

This he éxpatiated upon at large, and quoted the 
declaration of Maryland—now brought forward by 
him for the first time, having accidentally diseoy- 
ered it im the archives of Virginia. After quoting 
cotemporanecns evidence from various authorities 
in support of his views, Mr. R, deduced that, what- 
ever may be Mr. Clay’s views now, when he first 
adveeated distribution, and for many years, he 
never broached the idea of anything beyond distri- 
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bution from an inconvenient surphis in the | - 
treasury. 

Reverting to the subjects of revenue and na- 
tional credit, he maintained that the only way to 
resuscitate both was to resture the basis of 
national credit—the public domain. He repudi- 
ated the idea that, by any form of tariff, a perma- 
nent revenue of twenty-seven millions can be 
raised from.imports. He showed that, in a recent 
instance, as acknowledged by Sir Robert Peel, a 
horizontal duty of 5’per cent. added to certain im- 
ports in England, instead of raising £2,000,000, as 
expected, produced only £200,000—a mere tithe of 
the Anticipated benefit. If twenty-seven millions of 
dollars must be raised in this country to supply the 
annual wants of the Government for years to come, 
it must be either by direct taxes in part, or by 
loans. Would the people submit to direct taxa- 
tion by the General Government for distribution, 
or the repayment of loans distributed? How, then, 
was this abrogation of the good faith pledged in the 
suspension clause of the distribution act, to be jus- 
tified in such a condition of things? Did gentle- 
men really expect by any tariff to raise twenty- 
seven millions of dollars annually from the im- 
ports of this country? Did they make no allow- 
ances for the stimulus to contraband trade? If 
they make the attempt, they will be “headed” by 
“Captain Smuggler.” It must at last come to di- 
rect taxation, and then the people would feel the 
policy of such legislation in every fibre of their 
bodies and every pulse of their hearts. 


He most respectfully called upon his friends to 
pause in their career—to consider well the results 
of a course so, delusive—and to ask themselves if 
the safest policy was not the maintenance of their 
obligations. He asked not one tittle beyond their 
compact, but he claimed the fulfilment of their 
bond. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN otserved that the circum- 
stances which called for the passage of this bill at 
all, were of such urgent nature as to preclude the 
delay which would be occasioned by a lengthened 
discussion. It was only in that view he could re 
gret the loss of time, occasioned by the very elo- 
quent dissertation of the Senator from Virginia, 
on sueh a variety of subjects; for he could hardly 
have thought it necessary to waste so much learn: 
ing, research, and eloquence, on a little temporary 
bill, the existence of which would be but one 
month, ; 


The only refutation he thought necessary to 
offer to. the Senator’s arguments, was a reference 
to his own speeches; he would, if time permitted, 
only ask to oppose the Senator to himself. He would 
setup his vote in favor of the distribution bill of 
last session, as a complete answer to his arguments 
to-day. 

Mr. RIVES reminded the Senator from Ken- 
tucky that he had been induced to vote for that 
measure by the solemn stipulation of the suspen- 
sion clause. His arguments to-day were in favor 
of carrying out the provisions of that bill in good 
faith, 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said that was only a small 
part of the bill, and did not affect the main princi- 
ple of distribution; and did not the Senator vote for 
that distribution at a time he knew there was no 
surplus in the treasury, and there was no prospect 
that there would be? What, then, became of his 
argument that it was not constitutional to distribute 
anything but surplus? But the gentleman says it 
is not constitutional to distribute revenue or loans; 
yet he voted for the twelve million loan of last ses- 
sion, to supply the treasury which was to disburse 
this distribution; and also voted for the distribu- 
tion itself. Now, if no additional tariff was im- 
posed, would not the distribution go on from mo- 
ney in the treasury; and would the Senator say he 
did not know whence that money was to be ob- 
tained? Yet, with these recollections fresh in the 
minds of all present, they had heard the reiterated 
arguments and denunciations of the Senator, as if 
he was not a participator. Surely the Senator 
would not shelter himself under the declaration 
that ke did not know the condition of the treasury 
when he gave such votes; and he was eertain he 
would not state that he meant to mock the States, 


by giving them his vote for what he knew would 
be inoperative and delusive. 

Here Mr. C. entered into a lengthened review of 
the grounds taken by the Senator from Virginia 

[Mr.. Rives] relative to the national right of prop- 
“erty in the'public lands. 

He next reverted to the subjects of revenue and 

- national credit, and decried the idea that a great 
country like this, abounding in so many sources of 
wealth, and with such a population of enterprising 
and industrious citizens, could be dependent for its 
credit on the possession of a source of income 
yielding nota million and a half of dollars, while 
it bad a hundred millions of dollars worth of im- 
ports torely upon forany conceivable amount of ne- 
cessary revenue to meet the wants cfits Government. 
If it should ever come to that, that direct taxes 
should be resorted to, he would tell the Senator 
frankly, he would be as ready as he was to take 
back the land fund; for he could then see no differ- 
ence between giving so much to the people with 
one hand, and taking it back with the other, under 
disadvantageous circumstances. There was noth- 
ing in-the Senators arguments about the hateful- 
ness of tax-gatherers entering every cottage, that 
was not equally applicable to the tax-gatherers of 
the States, as well as the tax-gatherers of. the Gen- 
eral Government; and if the distribution saved the 
necessity of visitation from Siate tax-gatherers, the 
people would have reason to be grateful to that ex- 
tent, and-would hail the measure of distribution as 
agreat blessing. 

As to breach of faith, be would be glad to know 
whose good faith was pledged. Was it that of the 
friends of distribution? They did not want any 
Testrictive clause. If gentlemen talk of stipula- 
tions, he would be glad to know who made them. 
“According to the Senator’s own showing, no stipu- 
lation was made with him—he, at least, cannot say 
any faith was broken with him. 

He néver regarded this distribution act in any 
other. light than that of an act of common and or- 
dinary legislation, subject to future revision and 
correction. It is very true that, at the time of 
passing it, the friends of the measure, in order to 
“Carry it earlier than they otherwise could carry i’, 
were, for the present, content to modify it so as to 


insure a sufficient number of votes for ils passage; - 


but'surely that was not to preclude them, when- 
‘ever they should have a majority strong enough to 
amend the act, from expunging the obnoxious 
clause forced upon them by the circumstances of 
the moment. Did the Senator mean to contend 
-that an act is to be perpetual, or even to continue 
a moment longer in full force than Congress 
chooses, when prepared to repeal or modify it? 
There was no pledge—no violated faith. All par- 
ties got’ by this act just what they could get, and 
no more. Such, too, must be the case now, in re- 
lation to any modification Congress may choose to 
make. ; i 
_It seemed to him strange that any doubt should 
be entertained as to the import of the proviso now 
under consideration. 

What is the fact? That Congress is called upon 

to pass a law continuing the revenue laws now ex- 
isting for one month. What is fair, on such an 
occasion, with regard to the friends and opponents 
of distribution? That the operaticn of the act of 
1841, in relation to distribution, should be merely 
suspended during the rise of revenue after 30th of 
June, 1842; for one month pending the adjustment 
of the whole question. If the compromise act 
were to be carried.out, in full, on the Ist of Joly, 
would. not the duties be 5, 6, or 7 per cent. higher 
than 20 per cesé. goder the home valuaticn and 
eash duties? 
“It was but fer sae short month. And was it 
tight that this tempofary act should be allowed to 
suspend the operatien of a great national distribu- 
tion act so long agitated and so solemniy enacted? 
The- proviso will continue in operation—so will the 
distribution act. How, then, could gentlemen con- 
tend that it would have the effect of a repeal? 
This act will expire on the Ist of August. If then 
the duty should be higher than 20 per cent., how 
can-:the: distribution be made after that, without 
some fresh enactment, or duties fall down to 20 per 
sen? f 
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“It was impossible, he conceived, to have any 
other view of the matter, if gentlemen would but 
collate all the laws in existence on the subject. 
He hoped the bill would be passed to-day. 

Mr. WALKER said he had listened attentively 
to the construction which the Senator from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. CRITTENDEN,] had attempted to give 
to this bill, and he would acknowledge that, 
if he could bring his mind to believe that the pro- 
viso would have no other effect than merely to 
postpone the payment of the distribution fund until 
the Ist day of August, leaving the provision in the 
distribetion biil uninfluenced in any other way, he 
should certainty bein favor.of the bill as it came 
from the House. But he was compelled to say 
that-all the arguments he had heard on this point 
had failed to convince hin. 

The Senator from Kentucky, with a view to 
avoid the conclusion that the amendment now 
proposed should have any other effect than that 
which it purported upon its face, stated that it 
merely provided that the distribution act should be 
modified so as to postpone, until the Ist of August, 
the payment of the land fund. This was the very 
thing thathe (Mr. W.) complained of. The payment 
of the fund was to be postponed; and, in the mean 
time, the money mustremain in abeyanee—the right 
of the States to receive any portion of the proceeds 
of the sales of the public lands, during that period 
when a higher rate of duties than 20 per cent. was 
levied, should cease—the right of the General 
Government should accrue, and fasten upon this 
fund—and that it should stand upon the same 
basis as any other source of revenue. This would 
be the effect of a mere postponement of the opera- 
tion of the distribution act to the Ist of August; or, 
if they had merely raised the duties above 20 per 
cent , and gone no further, the operation ofsuch an 
act would have been simply to suspend the distri- 
bution during that period. But, by this act, they 
had, in the first place, raised the duties above 20 
per cent., and they then came in and declared that 
it should not have this efect; but that, instead of 
letting the proceeds of the public land sales go 
back, as provided by the distribution act, to the 
treasury of the General Government, the day of 
payment merely should be postponed until the Ist 


day of August, at which time distribution should 


take place, notwithstanding the duties bad been 
raised above 20 per cent. Could it be denied that, 
if an act. were passed raising the duties to 25 
per cent, to continue for a particular period, 
and it was declared that it should not have 
such an effect upon the distribution act as to bring 
back the land fund to the public treasury; and then 
a subsequent act were passed, raising the rate of 
duties still higher, aad continuing the high rate 
permanentiy—that the distribution would go on, 
notwithstanding, in the bill last passed, there might 
not be asingle word in relation to the distribution? 
Gentlemen declared that they had not repealed the 
proviso of the distribution Jaw; bat if they had 
not done so in so many words, they had modified 
the enactment in such a manner as to take away 
the penalty in ali time to come. And where was 
the difference between an absolute repeal and such 
a modification cf the provisicn as permits duties 
above twenty percent. to be levied, and at the 
same time to permi: the distribution to go on? Here, 
then; was the point. They fiest raised the duties 
above twenty per cent; and if they had stopped 
there, distribution would have ceased. Bat they 
were not con’ent with this, but went on to declare 
that their enactment should net have that effect. 
Did they not, then, dispense with the penalty which 
was to be incurred upon the raising of the duties? 
And having once dispensed with it, they would 
not, as2 natural consequence, have it restored; 
but, on the contrary, it would be permanently ab 
rogated; more especially if they went on to pass a 
revenue bill which would give a permanent in- 
creased raie of Cuties. Maintaining these opinions, 
he, of course, felt bound to vote against the amend- 
ment, 


purpose of entering into the general debate; but 
merely to present to the Senate a distinct view of 
the question before them. He would make asin- 
gle observation upon the question as tọ whether the 


. ference, 


Mr. BUCHANAN said he did not rise for the- 


677 


amendment preposéd by the Senator from Maine 
{Mr. Evans] would operate as a permanent repeal 
of the proviso to the sixth “section of the distribu- 
tion act. He had, on yesterday, expressed the 
opinion that such would not bé ‘the case; and that 
opinion remained unaltered. And he believed that 
no person, after a careful perusal of the amend- 
ment, could place any other construction upon it 
than he had done. Buthe had risen at present 
merely to state the true operation and effect of the 
proposed amendment. ; 

In his opinion there was but little difference be- 
tween the amendment and the proviso which it 
proposed to strike out. Under the bill as it came 
from the House, the first instalment under the dis- 


` tribution law would be payable to the States on 


the Ist day of July; whilst the amendment of the 
Senator from Maine would postpone the payment 
until the Ist of August. ‘This was the whole dif- 
If Senators supposed that the amend- 
ment changed the original bill in any other partic- 
ular, they were mistaken. 

Fhe great question still remained, whether any 
portion of the proceeds of the publie lands ought to 
be distributed, in violation of the proviso to the 
sixth section of the distribution law? and this ques- 
tion was as fairly raised by the Senator’s amend- 
ment as it had been by the proviso to the bill as it 
came from the House. The avowed and mani- 
fest purpose of the amendment. was to save to the 
States the first instalment under the distribution 
law, notwithstanding the bill to which it was an- 
nexed increased the duties on imports to a rate 
above twenty per cent. If this bill were to become 
a law before the Ist day of July,-without any pro- 
viso whatever, the distribution of the instalment, 
which would otherwise have become due.on that 
day, would be suspended and-gone. This bill, then, 
in any event, whether the proviso from the House 
or the amendment of the Senator from Maine shall 
prevail, will save the first instalment for the States. 
The amendment will accomplish this purpose as 
effectually as the proviso from the House. Both 
equaliy preserve the right, and prevent the forfeit- 
ure. It was in vain for Senators to attempt to 
evade the question of principle by any such moci- 
fication of the original bill as the amendment pro- 
posed, f Á 

If a revenue bill raising the duties to 40 or 50 
per cent. were to become a law before the Ist day 
of August, and if it were even silent on the sub- 
ject of distribution, the right to this first instalment 
would be irrevocably fixed, and it must be paid 
over to the States on that day. The right is not 
affected by this amendment; but, to use its own 
language, the payment merely “is suspended and 
postponed until the Ist day of August, 1842.” 

In point of principle, then, the question arises as 
much upon this amendment, as if it were a pro- 
position absolutcly to repeal the proviso to the 
sixth section of the distribution law. The ques- 
tion, skall the operation of this proviso be sus- 
pended for cne month, and in regard to one in- 
stalment, involves the principle as effectually as if 
the proposition were to suspend it forever, It is true, 
that the interest to be effected would not be so 
great; bat the principle which must govern, is the 
same in both cases. The amendment of the Sen- 
ator from Maine, then, is less obnoxious than the 
original bill, only because it extends the time of 
payment for one month; and this indulgence is 
given in the avowed hope that the general revenue 
bill, which we expect from the House, will con- 
tain a clause to repeal absolutely the proviso to 
the sixth section of the distribution law. This, 
then, is the favorable moment to decide the ques- 
tion; and fortunate it is that it arises upon a bill of 
coinparatively small importance. i 

This (said Mr. B.) was all that I had intended to 
say when I rose. But I mast proceed a little farther. 
The necessities of the treasury, as weil as the 
great interes's of the country, imperionsiy demand 
the passage of a revenue bill at the present session 
of Congress. Whilst E would strietly limit the 
amount of revenue to the necessary expenditures 
of the Government, and the gradual extinguish- 
ment of the existing public debt, yet I would make 
just and reasonable discriminations in favor of 
domestic manufaciures. If we shall mot split upon 
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the rock of distribution, such a revenue bill as 
ought to be satisfactory to all interests will become 
a law before the close of the present session. But 
i confess I fear the result. I now say, in my place, 
that all these great interests are to be perilled by 
connecting them with this miserable scheme of 
distribution. It seems to be the determination 
that they shall rise or fall together; and that the 
treasury shall become bankrupt, and the labor of 
the country shall lose all incidental protection, un- 
less my Whig friends can obtain the proceeds of 
the public. lands for the States, They have, in 
effect, resolved that no adequate revenue shall be 
provided for: the country—no incidental protection 
beyond a duty of 20 per cent. shall be afforded to 
manufactures, unless at the same time they can 
repeal that clause in their own favorite law, which 
suspends the distribution of the proceeds of the 
public lands when duties shall be raised above 
twenty per cent. I now entertain serious appre- 
hensions whether any satisfactory revenue law 
will pass at the present session. In that un- 
fortunate event, how can Senators justify their con- 
duct to their constituents? Will it be any answer 
for them to say, we would not provide for the 
wants of the treasury, and afford incidental pro- 
tection to the great interests of the country, be- 
cause we could not, in tbe same bill, obtain the dis- 
tribution of the proceed of the public lands? 


And, after all, about what are we contending ? 


The receipts from the public lands during the 
first six months of the present year will amount to 
about $400,000, according to the statement of the 
Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. Woopzury.] 
The expenses to be deducted from this sum, under 
the provisions of the distribution law itself, and 
the per centage to the new States, will reduce the 
amount to about $260,000 ; but, to give a broad 
margin, J shall say $300,000. The share ‘of the 
State of Pennsylvania would then be about 
$30,000. And for this comparatively paltry and 
pitifulsum, would you jeopard the great interests 
of the country and destroy its prosperity? I have 


been amazed beyond expression while witnessing ` 


the pertinacious obstinacy wiih which Senators 
hold on to the land distribution—and that, too, at a 
time when the ordinary revenue of the year will 
fall short of its ordinary expenditures at least seven 
millions of dollars, and when there is an existing 
national debt of more than twenty millions. They 
not only insist upon giving away what they have 
not got to give, but, unless they are permitted to 
do so, that every interest of the country must be 
paralyzed, rather than that they should yield. Such 
a spectacle, I venture to say, was never before 
presented in the legislation of any Government. 
Tn debt for the past, and without the means of 
meeting our current expenses, we are struggling to 
give away a few hundred thousand dollars which 
we have received from the public lands. 


What connexion necessarily exists between the 
two subjects? Why not separate them? Let us 
have one revenue bill, and another bill to repeal 


the proviso contained in the 6th section of the dis- 


tribution law. Then we can each act freely, fairly, 
and independently. 


They claim to be great friends of domestic man- 
ufactures; but how do they manifest their friend- 
ship? Suppose they can succeed in passing a rev- 
enue law, with the distribution clause annexed to 
it: what will be consequence? That which the 
manufacturing interest ought most to wish for, is a 
permanent, fixed arrangement of the tariff. The 
manufacturers ought to know on what they may 
depend, and then they will make their business eon- 
form to it. Changes in the revenue laws, from 
year to year, make their business a lottery—and a 
lottery which has ruined thousands. Permanency 
—permanency is what they ought most to desire, 
and what they do most desire. But can any per- 
son for a moment suppose that any tariff law will 
be permanent which contains a clause for distribu- 
tion? ‘Toe moment the party which has ever been 
opposed to squandering away the Jand fund, that 
they. consider a sacred fond for the defence of the 
country, shall obtain power, the question will again 
‘be agitated; this fund will be restored to the Gen- 
etal Government). and a new adjustment of the 


T 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


tarif must be made. This will be the inevitable 
consequence, . 

The subject of domestic manufactares will thus 
continue to be involved in the party polities 
of the country—an event more to be deprecated by 
its friends than any other result. Never was there 
a more propitious time than the present moment 
for setiling this great interest upon fixed and per- 
manent foundations: and never was it in greater 
danger, from its forced and unnatural connexion 
with land distribution. : ; 

My opinion, in regard to the true construction of 
the amendment of the Senator from Maine, re- 
mains as it was yesterday. Itis, I think, too clear 
for argument, that it is not a general, but merely a 
temporary repeal, for one month, of the proviso to 
the sixth section of the distribution law. If the 
construction of my friend from Mississippi [Mr. 
Watxer] were correct, we ought all to rejoice. If 
be will prove that this amendment is an absolute 
and perpetual repeal of the proviso,—by the very 
same arguments, I will establish that it is a repeal, 
not merely of the proviso, but of the whole distri- 
bution law, of which itis but a part; and thus we 
shall get clear of the law itself in the easiest possi- 
ble manner. The amendment of the Senator from 
Maine is not so bad asthe clause proposed to be 
stricken out, simply because it postpones the pay- 
ment one month longer; and, in the present state of 
the treasury, if I vote at all, I shal! vote in its fa- 
vor. I need scarcely say that I am opposed to both; 
and, whether the one or the other be adopted, I 
shall vote for striking it from the bill. 


Mr. ARCHER considered that one great issue 
was overlooked—that the whole revenue of the 
United States would cease io exist after the 30th of 
June, as triumphantly proved by the arguments of 
the Senator from Connecticut yesterday. Would 
the Senator leave the Government without the 
means of being carried on, and refuse to pass this 
bill? 

{Mr. Bucranan, from his seat, said, Then strike 
out the proviso.] 

He would answer the Senator by saying he 
would readily do that, if it was in his power. 
Sooner than not provide revenue, he would assu- 
redly strike itout. He could not, under any con- 
tingency, allow this Government to fall into disso- 
lution, deprived of the proper means to carry 
it on. 

His own conviction was, that this distribution 
should not have been introduced in this bill at all, 
But if the House will play this game of pertinacity, 
it shall play it without his participation. He 
would vote for this proviso, because he could not 
control the measure, by wholly excluding the sub- 
ject from this indispensable revenue bill. A power 
which he could not control, forced these subjects 
on him; and he was bound to take both, or reject 
both. He should, therefore, take both. 

Mr. KERR remarked that he was bound by no 
supposed compromise or agreement in relation to 
this subject; and heartily approving of the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Maine, he would give to 
it his support, 

Mr. ARCHER observed that he bad risen to 
make a correction, The Senator from Pennsyl- 
vania had said he understood circulars had been 
issued by the Secretary of the Treasury, stating 
the manner in which the duty was to be collected. 
He had just learned that the circulars issued by 
the Secretary of the Treasury were the very re- 
verse—to say that he could give no directions, 
having referred the matter to the Attorney Gen- 
eral, who had not yet returned his answer. 


Mr. BUCHANAN said the Attorney General’s 
answer had been returned. 

Mr. ARCHER said he had not heard of it. He 
then made some further explanations. 

Messrs. BUCHANAN and WALKER showed 
that the law of March, 1833, (the compromise act,) 
taken in connexion with the law of 1832, and sub- 
sequent laws recognising the limitation of 20 per 


cent. contained in the compromise act, left no pos- 
sible doubt that the revenue could be collected 
after the 30th of June, 1842; and that, therefore, 


there was nothing in the objections urged by the 
Senator from Connecticut, [Mr. Honrmearon,] and 
the Senator from Virginia, (Mr. Ancuzr,] that the 


Government would be left without revenue if this 
bill was not passed. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON did not see how the addi- 
tion for home valuation, supposed to be in the 
power of the Secretary of the Treasury to make, 
could be collected in addition to the 20 per cent. of 
the.compromise act, which expressly says that no 
more than 20 per cent. shall be collected. He 
went at large into the subject of home valuation, 
with a view of showing that, without further expo- 
sition of law, it was impracticable to collect more 
than 20 per cent. under any form, even if no doubt 
existed that 20 per cent. could be collected. 

The question being on the proposition of Mr. 
Evans to strike out the proviso in the bill, and to 
insert his modification of it— ; 

Mr. PRESTON called for a division of the 
question, so as to have the vote taken first on 
striking out the proviso. 

The CHAIR ruled that the question to strike 
out and insert was indivisible; and read from page 
170 of the rules in support of his decision. 

Mr. PRESTON desired very much to have the 
question separated; but as that could not be done, 
he had but a few words to say. He understood 


` the operation of the bill to be, to raise revenue, and 


at the same time to distribute money from the na- 
tional treasury to the States. This was unwise 
legislation, Itseemed to him that it was inexpe- 
dient to leave the question of distribution open in 
the manner intended, as it would embarrass the 
action of Congress on the most important question 
of the session—the adjustment of the tariff. 

Mr. EVANS demanded the yeas and nays on 
his proposition, which were ordered; and the ques- 
tion being put, it resulted in the affirmative—yeas 
23, nays 18, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choate, 
Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Evans, Graham, Hen- 


derson, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Porter, 
Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Tallmadge, White, Woodbridge 


—~23. 

NAYS—Messrs, Allen, Benton, Berrien, Cuthbert, Fulton, 
King, Linn, McRoberts, Preston, Rives, Smith of Connec- 
ticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Woodbury, Wright, 
and Young—18. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate; and the 
question being on concurring with the amendments 
of the committee of the whole— 

Mr. KING said he wanted to test the sense of 
the Senate whether they would have any proviso 
in the bill or not; he moved to strike out the pro- 
viso, as amended. 

Mr. GRAHAM thought the question should be 
first taken on concurring with the committee of the 
whole in its amendments. 

The CHAIR decided that this would be the pro- 
per course of proceeding. 

Mr. WRIGHT moved to amend the proviso, to 
the same effect as was proposed by Mr. BUCHANAN 
when the bill was in committee of the whole, viz: 
tostrike out all after “1842” in the proviso, as fol- 
lows: 

“And the said act of the 4th September, 1841, (the distribution 
act,) shall be no otherwise or further affected or modified, than 
merely to postpone to the said lst day of August next the dis- 
tribution of the said proceeds directed by that act to be made 
onthe Ist day of July, 1842; anything contained in this act, 
or the said act of the 4th September, 1841, to the contrary, note 
withstanding,” i 

Mr. W. demanded the yeas and nays on striking 
out, which were ordered; and the question being 
pat, it was decided in the negative—yeas 19, nays 
22, as follows: 

YiEAS—Messrs, Allen Benton, Berrien, Buchanan, Cuthb 
Fulton, Henderson, King, Linn, McRoberts, Rives, Smith of 


Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Wal 
Wright, and Young 19. Spee Pere Snes Woodbury, 


NAYS—Messrs, Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choate. 
Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Evans, Graham, Hun- 
tington, Kerr, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Simmons, 
Smith of Indiana, Tallmadge, White, and Woodbridge—22, 

The question was then put on concurring in the 
amendments of the committee of the whole, and 
the Senate concurred. 

Mr. KING (it now being in order) moved to 
strike out the whole proviso to the bill, as amended; 
and on that motion demanded the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered; and, the question being put, 
it was decided in the negative—yeas 21, nays 21, 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Benton, Berrien, B 
Cuthbert, Fulton, Henderson, King, Linn, MeRoberie Pree 


Rives, Smith of Comnecticut, Stur. eon, Tappan, W: WiL 
cox, Woodbury, Wright, and Young 2h; ppan; walken n 


NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choate, Clayton 
Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Graham, Huntington, Kerr, Man- 
gum, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Simmons, Smith of 
indiana, Tallmadge, White, and Woodbridge—21. 


“Mr. WOODBURY observed, that he should 
delay the Senate but a moment, to show that the 
proviso of the Senator from Maine, as now word- 
ed, would defeat his intention, as explained yester- 
day, and the intention of his friends, as explained 
to-day. They all now agreed that they meant, by 
this proviso, to postpone or suspend thé payment 
merely of the proceeds of the public lands during 
the month of July, but not to suspend or defeat the 
right of the States to the proceeds acerning in 
that month—intending that the S:a'es. should re» 
ceive these proceeds next January, when the next 
semi-annual payment will arrive, provided that, in 
the meantime, no new legislation occurs altering 
the distribution act. This is what they allege is 
intended. But is that the grammatical and legal 
operation of the words used in the new proviso? 
So far from it, sir, the proviso suspends and post- 
pones the distribution” itself—that is, the right to 
the proceeds accruing in July—and does not say it 
postpones merely the payment of the proceeds. 

‘That I am right in this is manifest, because the 
word payment is not mentioned in the proviso, but 
only the word distribution; and, in the act, to di- 
vide the proceeds of the lands, passed last Septem- 
ber, the same word distribuiion is the very term 
used, and properly used, in the proviso there, to ex- 
press the righi to the proceeds, which is to be sus- 
pended while the duties are above twenty per cent. 
Thus the proceeds are to be divided ina certain ra- 
tio among the States in one section of the bill, and 
which division is the distribution; whereas the pay- 
ment of these proceeds semi-annually issprovided 
for in a separate section, and is not the distribution 
tself, but merely the payment of it. 


So that the Senator’s new proviso, in truth, sus- 
pends not the payment only during July, but sus- 
pends and defeats the right itself of the States to 
the proceeds accruing ia that month, Hence he 
would vote for it, except that it is useless--since 
the bill without it, and with the old proviso coming 
from the House struck out, would effect the same 
result. 

In order to avoid this question entirely, so em- 
barrassing—and to shun the whole difficulty about 
violating the spirit of the distribution act—he’ 
would propose an amendment to come in afer the 
clause extending the operation of the existing laws 
a month longer. 

it would let those laws be extended so as to 
avoid the apprehensions and troubles of those 
thinking no duties now over 2) per cent. could, 
by the present laws, be collected after the Ist of 
July; but, at the same time, it would reduce the 
present duties sfter that date to twenty per cent. 
his would enable us to accomplish the great real 
object professed in the bill_to go on safely after 
the Ist of July in collecting revenue; and, at the 
same moment, by reducing the duties to 20 per 
cent. daring that month, would avoid any difficulty 
as to the distribution bill. 

' His amendment was in these words: Ingertin the 
9th line of the bill, after the words “30th June, 
1842,” the words “no duty sha'l be assessed at a 
higher rate than will be equivalent to 20 per cent.” 

The question was put en the amendment, and 
it was disagreed to. 

Mr. TAPPAN moved an amendment, which, 
after a few remarks from Mr. WRIGHT, showing 
that it could not effect the object intended, was 
withdrawn. 

The amendments to the bill were then ordered 
to be engrossed; which, having been done, the bill 
was read the third time; and, 

The question now being, “Shall the bill pass?” 

Mr. WALKER demanced the neas and nays; 
which were ordered; and the bill was read, as fol- 
lows: 


AN ACT to extend fora limited period the present laws fer lay- 
ing and collecting duties on imports. 

Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
all laws in actual operation on the first of Jane, eighteen hun- 
dred and forty-two, regulating and fixing the amount and rate 
of duties to be levied and collected on goods, wares, and mer- 
chandise imported into the United States, aad prescribing the 
mode of collecting the same, and all provisions relating thereto, 
shall continue and be in forceas they existed on that day until 
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the first day of August, eighteen hundred and forty-two, at 
which time, if there be no farther legislation on the subject, the 
laws for laying and collecting duties shall be the same as though 
this act had not been passed; anything in the act entitled “An 
act to modify an actof the fourteenth day of July, one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty-two, and all other acts imposing duties 
on imports,” approved March second. eighteen hundred and 
thirty-three, to the contrary in anywise notwithstanding: Pro- 
vided, That the distribution of the proceeds of the public lands, 
authorized and directed by the act of Congress passed the 4th 
of September, 1841, entitled “An act to appropriate the proceeds 
of the sales of the public lands, and to grant pre-emption 
rights,” shall be, and the same is hereby, suspended and post- 
poned until the Ist day of August, 1842; and the said actof the 
4th September, 1841, shall be no otherwise or further affected or 
modified, than merely to postpone to the said Ist day of August 
next the distribution of the said proceeds directed hy that act 
to be made on the Ist day of July, 1842; anything contained in 
this act, or the said act of the dil: of September, 1841, to the 
contrary, notwithstanding. 


The bill was passed by the following vote: 


YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choate, 
Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Evans, Graham, Hender- 
son, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, 
Porter, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Tallmadge, White, and 
Woodbridge—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Berrien, Buchanan, Cuth- 
bert, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, Preston, Rives, Smith 
of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Woodbu- 
ry, Wright, and Young—J9. 


Mr. PRESTON gave notice that he would, on 
to-morrow, ask the Senate to consider the bill for 
the re-organization of the army. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, June 24, 1842. 
Mr. THOMPSON of Indiana offered a resolu- 
tion, which was adopted, calling upon the Seere- 


‘tary of War for the report of the geological survey 


of the Territories of Wisconsin and Lowa. 

Mr. TOLAND, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill for the relief of Benjamin 
Heban: read twice, referred to the Commitee of 
the Whole House, and made the special order for 
to-morrow. 


On motion of Mr. PENDLETON, the commu- 
nication from the Secretary of the Navy ia relation 
toa war steamer on the Western waters, was taken 
up and referred. 

Mr. CASEY, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reporied a bill granting the right of pre- 
emption to settlers in Wisconsin and Iowa; also, a 
bill for the relief of certain settlers in Wisconsin 
and Iowa: read twice, referred to the Committee 
of the Whole House, and made the special order 
for to morrow. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST presented the memorial of 
the Mechanics’ Association of Providence, in favor 
of a proteciive tariff. 

Mr. FILLMORE called for the orders of the 
day duriug the morning hour. 

VIRGINIA MILITARY BOUNTY LANDS. 

The Howse resamed the consideration of the 
following resolation, offered some days since: 


“Resolved, Tha: a select committee be appointed to inquire 
into the amount and character of the expenditures which have 
been made by the Government, ia satisfaction of bounty land 
claims allowed by the State of Virginia; what amount of like 
claims are still outstanding; whether any further legislation of 
Congress is necessary to secure the treasury against the pay- 
ment of improper or unfounded claims of that description, {to 
which was added, on the motion of Mr. Wiiram O. Goons,] 
or to satisfy outstanding claims, which are just end well found- 
ed; and that said committee have leave to report by bill or 
otherwise.” 


Mr. W, O. GOODE, who was entitled to the 
floor, addressed the House in favor of the amend- 
ment which he had offered. Hedisclaimed having 
any interest in the matter beyond that of any other 
member. All he desired was to see the honor and 
faith of the nation preserved. His colleague had 
clearly demonstrated that this was not a Virginia 
claim, That State had no interest in it, beyond 
that of a mere trustee. The parties to be benefited 
were mostiy to be found among the intrepid set- 
tlers of the Western States. He regretted the con- 
nexion cf Virginia with the subject, and believed 
that that fact had prejudiced the claim in the minds 
of many members. He wished it could be decided 
without mentioning the State of Virginia; for there 
seemed to be an especial prcelivity in the minds of 
many genilemen to sneer at and deride every thing 
which was conneeted with that old Commonwealth. 
The time was when tbis was not the case, and 
when the recollection of what Virginia had done 
for the Union, in its day of peril, was fresh vpon 
the hearts of all. : 
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After expressing bis regret thathe had to speak 
so much of his own State, and might thereby subject 
himself to the charge of vanity as her Representa- 
tive, Mr. G. paid an eloquent tribute to the char- 
acter and glory of his native Siate, and entered 
into a history of the exertions which she made in 
behalf of the country during the busy scenes of 
the Revolution. Heexamined the nature of the 
claim, and replied to the remarks of the gentleman 
from ‘Vermont, [Mr. Hauu,] and particularly his 
assertion that the commitice of the House of Dele- 
gates of Virginia had been guilty of falsehood in 
their report upon the subject. 


Mr. J. COOPER obtained the floor, and moved 
the previous question. 

Mr. HALL desired to reply to the preceding 
speakers, who had commented on the remarks 
which he had made at the commencement of the 
discussion on this subject. 


Mr. GOODE entreated the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania to withdraw the motion for the previous 
question; but if he could not consent to do so, he 
invoked the Hoase net to do the gentleman from 
Vermont the injustice of cutting him off from a 
reply. 

Mr. COOPER withdrew the motion. 

Mr. £1ALL then offered an amendment: 

He said he desired to offer some remarks on this 
amendment, but the morning hour was nearly ex- 
pired. He, however, would proceed, if the Flouse 
would consent to dispose of this subject to-day. 


Mr. FILLMORE said he was willing that the 
subject should be disposed of, but he desired that 
the House should determine; and therefore he 
moved that the House resolve itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


Mr. COWEN pleaded in behalf of the private 
calendar; and the House did not agree to go into 
Committee of the Whole. 


The SPEAKER begged to state that there were 
from 30 to 40 bills before him on the private cal- 
endar, which were ready to be put upon their pase 
sage, if there was no objection. [Cries of “Agreed, 
agreed."*] ; 

The House then took up and passed the follow- 
ing bills: ; 

A bill for the relief of John Underwood. 

A bill to amend and explain the acts passed on 
the 4th July, 1836, and on the 7th July, 1838, al~ 
lowing pensions to the widows of deceased officers 
and soldiers of the Revolution. 

A bill for the relief of John Johnson. 

A bill for the relief of Eugene Bosel. 

A bill to confirm the widow and heirs of Eman- 
vel Trickle in their claim to a tract of Jand. 

A bill for the relief of Thomas W. Chinn. 

A bill to confirm Antonio Chetino in his claim 
to a tract of landin the State of Louisiana. 

A bill for the relief of John Keith of New York. 

A bill for the relief of George Morris. 

A bill for the relief of George Sutherland, 

A bill for the relief of Phillis Tatton, 

A bili for the relief cf Presley Gray. 

A bill for the relief of Samuel Flutchinson. 

A bill granting a pension to Catharine Allen, 
widow of Henry Allen. i 

A bill for the relief of Margaret McMurty, 
widow of John McMurty, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of Catharine Wilscn, widow 
of James Wi'son, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of Hannah Waldo, widow 
of the late Captain Samuel Thompson, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of Hannah Carrier. 

A bill for the relief of Nathan Baldwin, of New 
York. 

A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Gibbs. 

A bill for the relief of Christina Lowe. 

A bill for the relief of Mary Rand. 

A bill for tbe relief of the heirs and legal repre- 
sentatives of Oliver Parish, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of Elisha Davis. 

A bill for the relief of Amy Van Wart, 

A bill for the relief of Sally Day. 

A bill for the relief of Catharine W. Callendar. 

A bill for the relief of Sally McCraw. 

A bill for the relief of Mary Pike. 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Colonel John H. Stone, 
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A bill giving Catharine Lehman the benefit of 
the act of. 7:n July, 1838. , 

‘A bill giving Sally Pratt. the benefit of the act of 
Tih July, 1838. ` 

A bill for the relief of Wm. Slocum. 

A bill for the relief of John E. Wright. 

A bill for the relief of F. B. DeBellerue. 

A biil for the relief of Wm. Glover. : 

A. bill granting a pension to Jeremiah Kimball. 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin C, Roberts. 

A bill for the relief of Thomas D. Gibson. 

A bill for the relief of Eli Wheat and Stephen 
White. ; 

A bill for the relief of James Seaburne. 

A bill for the relief of John B. Pierce. 

A bill for the relief of John Core. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and representa- 
tives of Josias Thompson. 

A bill for the relief of Charles F. Sibbard. 

A bill for the relief of Elliot Smith and Nathan 
Farnsworth. 

A bill for the relief of Henry Lee. 

A bill for the relief of George H. Walker. 

A bill to compensate the township of Dublin, in 
Mercer county, Ohio, for the loss of school lands. 

A bill for the relief of James L. May. 

A bill for the relief of Robert Davis. 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Major General Baron DeKalb, deceased. 

The bill for the relief of Hugh Stewart was 
negatived—ayes 70, noes 78. 

On motion by Mr. COWEN, the House re- 
solved itself into the Committee of the Whole, (Mr. 
Joun C. Crarx in the chair,) for the purpose of 
taking up the private calendar, and acted on the fol- 
lowing bills, which were severatly laid aside to be 
reported. 

The bill for the relief of the president, directors, 
and company of the Agricultural Bank of Missis- 
sippi. 

Lhe bill to confirm the tille of James Journey 
in his claim to a tract of land; and 

The bill to confirm Elizabeth Burriss, her heirs 
or assigns, in therr claim to a tractof land. - 

The bill for the relief of James C. Watson, of 
the State of Georgia, was called; when 

Mr. ADAMS objected to its consideration. He 
did not wish thé House to become a party to the 
slave-trade, 


F 1 
[The bill is to refund certain moneys paid by 


him for the purchase of slaves in Florida, taken 
from the Seminoles, which the Government after- 
wards took from him, and restored to the Indians; 
an 

This being the day on which, under the rules, 
private bills are to be considered without debate, 
the objection of any member was sufficient to 
cause a bill to be laid aside.] 


Mr. CARUTHERS asked leave to say a few 
words in explanation. He was satisfied, if per- 
mitted to do so, that he could remove the objec- 
tions of the gentleman from Massachusetts, 

Mr. ADAMS and others objected. 

The next bil! coming up was called; when 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia objecied, and said that 
he would object toevery bill that came up, till the 
objection was withdrawn to the bill for the relief of 

‘James C. Watson. It was as just a'claim as ever 
was presented, 

[Cries of “Order! order!”] 

Mr. BLACK said that he would also make the 
same objections. 

Mr. COOPER then said that if the House would 
permit the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Ca- 
RUTHERS] to make a short explanation, he would 
withdraw his objections. ; 

[Cries of “Order! order !—no bargains.”] 

Mr. PROFFIT moved that the committee rise; 
and, on putting the question, there appeared to be 

=-ayes 57, noes 48. 

No quorum voting, the committee rose, and the 
chairman reported the three bills above mentioned. 

Mr. ADAMS rose to a question of order. He 
understood that three bills were reported; and it 
was not competent for the committee to report bills 
when there was not a quorom. 

. Mr. JOHN GC. CLARK, the chairman, said that 
W. was through inadvertence. thal the bills were re- 
potted. He now begged leave. to amend his re- 
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port, by stating the fact thai there was no quorum 
present. 

Mr. ADAMS moved a call of the House. 

The motion-for a call of the House was carried 
—ayes 105, noes 47. Subsequently, however, 
the call was dispensed with. i 

The House then again resolved itself into a 
Committee of the Whole House (Mr. J. C. CLARK 
in the chair ) : 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said it was evident, from 
the-temper of the committee when it rose, that no 
business could be transacted. He therefore hoped 
the committee would rise. . 

A number of bills were read by their titles, 
to which Mr. COOPER. of Georgia objected; 
and they were severally laid aside. 

Mr. MeKENNAN said he hoped the reporters 
would mention who objected to all these bills. 

Mr. M. A. COOPER. I will report it myself, 
if the gentleman desires it. 

Here considerable conversalion on poinis of or- 
der took place between Messrs. G. DAVIS, TAL- 
IAFERRO, UNDERWOOD, and JAMES, 

The Clerk then proceeded with the calendar, to 
several of the bills on which Mr. COOPER object- 
ed. 
When the bill to provide for the payment of the 
Georgia militia came up, Mr. COOPER asked that 
ils title might be read again; whereupon, a number 
of members objected to it. 

Some of the objections having been withdrawn, 
the calendar was proceeded with until the Clerk 


reached the end. The several bills, with the ex-- 


ception of that for the payment of the Georgia mi- 
litia, were objected to by Mr. COOPER, This bill 
was objected to by Mr. FLOYD of New York. 

Mr. EVERETT then moved that the committee 
rise, and report the fact to the House, that they had 
gone through their calendar, and the bills thereon 
were objected to. This motion was agreed to. 

The committee then rose, and Mr. J.C. CLARK 
reported three bills which had been acted on; also, 
he said he was directed specially to report that the 
remaining bills upon the calendar had been object- 
ed to by a gentleman from Georgia. 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia said he hoped the 
chairman would add, “and a gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts.”? 

The SPEAKER having stated to the House the 
report made from the Committee of the Whole 
House, as delivered by its chairman, 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia rose and demanded 
to know of the Chairman whether he had been in- 
structed to make the report which he had made? 

Mr. BLACK inquired whether it was in order 
to object to the report as not setting forth the true 
state of facts? 

The SPEAKER was understood to say that it 
would be in order when the reportcame to be acted 
on in the House, 

Mr. BLACK said his object was to have a true 
statement of facts in the report. 

The SPEAKER was understcod to say that the 
whole report would not go on the journal. 


Mr. BLACK rese toa question of order. He 
objected to the reception of the report, because it 
did not give a true representation of facts. He 
understood that one bill was not objecied tc—that 
for the payment of the Georgia militia—by his col- 
league; whereas, the chairman had reported that 
all the bills were objected to by that gentleman. 

Mr. COOPER. (interrupting his colleague) said 
he would state the facts as they occurred. After 
the objection of the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts [Mr. Apams] to Gen. Watson’s claim, on the 
ground that it was for money paid for slaves, he 
had notified the committee he (Mr. C.) would ob- 
ject to the whole calendar. When tke Georgia 
claim was called, he asked the Chair to read it 
again. He didso At this time many persons 
objected toit. He (Mr. Coormr) made no objec- 
tion at the time, other than was implied in his pre- 
visus pledge to. object to the whole calendar. ‘Phe 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. James] said 
he withdrew his objection. That he (Mr. Coorgr) 
then said he withdrew all objection, also. That the 
objection here referred to was none other than that 
implied from his standing pledge 10 object to all, 
whieh the committee had refused to recognise, but 


which, to make the matter plain, he thought best 
to withdraw, as the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
had withdrawn his. Mr. Cooper said he had 
made no specific objection to the Georgia claim, 
and no gentleman could dare say he had. 

Mr. BLACK asked if it was in order to move 
an amendment to the report. 

The SPEAKER said no: that was only in the 
power of the committee. . 

Mr. BLACK asked if it was in order to reject 
the report. fo 

The SPEAKER was understood to say that it 
could not be done now. 

Mr. BLACK asked if it would be in order wher 
the bills on the calendar came up. 

The SPEAKER said yes. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON then moved that the House 
resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole upon 
the state of the Union. 

Mr. ARNOLD rose ts a question of order. He 
maintained that it was incompetent for the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House to rise until the calen- 
dar was completely acted on. 

The SPEAKER overruled the point of order, 
and said that the committee could rise at any mo- 
ment. 

Mr. ARNOLD then moved that the House go 
into a Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. ADAMS said he understood that the report 
of the committee would go upon the journal. He 
wished to know whether the fact in relation to the 
objections raised by the gentleman from Georgia 
{Mr. Cooper] to the bills on the calendar would 
not also be entered? 

The SPEAKER was understood to say no;-be- 
cause it was a fact on which the House could not 
take-action. 

Mr. ADAMS appealed from the decision of the 
Chair. It was, he contended, competent for the 
House to pass a vote of censure on any member 
who had abused his privileges like the gentleman 
from Georgia, [Mr. Coorer.] 

Mr. BLACK made a remark not heard. 

The CHAIR made a decision not distinctly 
heard, but believed to be a reversal of his former 
decision that the whole report made by the chair- 
man of the committee [Mr. J. C, Cuarx] would 
not go on the journal. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina rose to a 
question of order. He said the only report that 
could have been properly made by the Committee 
of the Whele House was, that they had had seve- 
ral bills under consideration, and had come to no 
conclusion thereon. 

The SPEAKER said it was not for him to say. 
The committee had a right to report what they 
pisased. 

Mr. MARK A. COOPER wished to make an 
explanation. 

The SPEAKER decided ‘that all the conversa- 
tion was out of order. A motion by the gentleman 
from Tennessee [Mr. Jonsson] was pending to go 
ne Committee cf the Whole on the state of the 

nion, 


Mr. MARK A. COOPER said he called upon 
the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Cuark,] 
who was chairman of the Committee of the Whole 
House, for an answer to his question. He asked 
that gentleman if the committee had authorized 
hifa to report that objections had been made te the 
bills on the private calendar by “a gentleman from 
Georgia.” . 

Mr, JAMES objected to any remarks, 

Mr. COOPER again called for an answer. He 
thovght he had a right to it. 

Tke SPEAKER said it would not be in order. 

Mr. COOPER. Is the chairman of the commit- 
tee to abuse bis privileges in this way? 

Mr. BLACK wished to take an appeal from one 
of the decisions of the Chair, 

The SPEAKER said it would not be in order 
now; but would be when the subject came up 
again. 

The question was then taken upon the motion 
of Mr. Č. Jounson to go irto Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and decided in 
the affirmative. 

The House then resolved itself into Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
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McKernan in the chair.) - Phe business before the 
committee, when it last rose, was the bill imposing 


duties on imports. p 

Mr. FILLMORE appealed to the gentleman 
from Maryland, who had the floor upon the‘tarift 
bill, to allow the navy bill to be pa up. # 


Mr. KENNEDY assented. fi 

The House then took up the navy bill, which 
was. under consideration yesterday. 2 y 

Mr. C. BROWN, who was entitled $ò the floor, 
said he should speak to the House, pnd, whenever 
he found no quorum present, should gtp, and move 
that the committee rise. He said¥attempts had 
been made to show that the House had made a se- 
rious attack upon the navy. If the newspapers 
were to be believed, the House had almost destroyed 
that branch of the public service. He had traced 
these attacks to interested sources. One paper 
which had attacked the House for its action on the 
navy bill, was edited by a chaplain in the navy, 
who drew a salary of $1,200 a yéar for preaching 
to the seamen, This was a paper which denounced 
him, and proposed that the gentleman from Geor- 
gia (Mr, Mertwerner] should be called an execu- 
tioner. ` He referred to articles published in the 
papers, through the agency of the navy agent at 
Philadelphia, who was interested in having large 
sums. appropriated for outfits, in order that his sal- 
ary might be increased thereby. The articles were 
written, he bad no doubt, by a lawyer who had ac- 
cess.to the department, 

He came from a place where there was a navy- 
yard, and where appropriations would be felt. 
Though some of his constituents might be injured, 
he was compelled, by a sense of duty, to vote 
against the very large appropriations recommended. 

e referred to the large appropriations made in 
past years towards the navy. This year he thought 
the appropriations were liberal, and certainly great- 
ly increased from what they were in past years. 
Formerly, when the treasury was full, not near so 
much was appropriated as at present, when it was 
empty. / : 

It was not yet too late for the House to inter- 
pose; for the Secretary had not put all the vessels 
which.he proposed afloat. If the Secretary bad 
really put the: vessels in commission, if he had en- 
listed the seamen, if he had purchased the materiel 
necessary for keeping them afloat,—he (Mr. B.) 
would be willing to. make up the amount by ap- 
propriations. He would not say they should dis- 
miss their seamen—he would not repudiate any 
debts that might have been contracted; but, having 
the means in hand, to say so many vessels shall 
not be put into commission—so much money shall 
not be expended,—it was their duty to tell the Sec- 
retary to let the vessels be where they are. 

He found among the estimates two ships-of-the- 
line to be in commission; but he had not been able 
to find more than one ship-of-the-line in commis- 
sion. Both ships, however, were put down at an 
equal sum—showing, thereby, that both were in- 
tended for full service. He likewise found in the 
estimates nineteen sloops-of-war; but he believed 
they had only sixteen ready, er intended for sea. 
Bul, further, he found estimates for eight small ves- 
sels; yet he could find no such vessels on the regis- 
ter; nor could he learn their names. It had been 
intimated to him that they were to be built; but be 
that as it might, if they were built; he desired to 
know where they were; for what service they were 
intended, and whither they were going. He did 
not think it necessary to keep ships of war at sea 
in time of peace, or vessels larger than a frigate, 
which would protect our commerce just as well as 
a seventy-four: and that was the only view they 
could take of a navy in time of peace. He knew 
it was gratifying to our commanders to tread the 
deck of a seventy-four in a foreign port, and by 
some it was deemed an evidence of our national 
glory. Butthat national glory might be purchased 
too dearly; and he believed it would be found out, 
wherever it was necessary that it should be known, 
from smailer vessels. o 

Wor was he friendly to the large steamers. The 
little. Sea Gull, he believed, did more in putting 
down piracy in the West Indies, than all the others 
together; and if they bad a few such small steam- 
ers; they would answer for our coast, and would 
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also supply the place of our West Indiasquadron. 
He was opposed to large squadrons to gratify the 
pride of our officers, or of those who desired to 
hear of our ravy riding in other poris. This was 
no time to tax our people to gratify pride; it was 
sufficient to tax them for the support of the Gov- 
ernment. But if war was to come, he would vote 
any sum that would be requisite. This, however, 
was atime of peace; and if at such a time, and 


| with an empty treasury, the Government shonld 


take the responsibility of expending money which 
they did not possess, he (Mr. Brown) would not 
aid them in squandering that which must come so 
bardly from the people. 

The question then resolved itself into this: would 


they put those vessels afloat? If they did, they 


must find the means to maintain them afloat. They 
had the means now, if they deemed it unnecessary 
to put them afloat, to refuse the appropriations; for 
the Secretary had means sufficient to keep afloat 
all vessels that it was necessary should be afloat. 
A gentleman connected with the navy told him that 
the Congress frigate had been since last March un- 
able to get to sea; and there were others also ready. 
But would they go—six months of the year having 
elapsed? He knew not of any attack on our navy, 
or our commerce, that required their guard to be 
strengthened; nor did he see anything in the aspect 
of the country to render it necessary; and the idea 
that they were to get up a navy to compete with 
that of Great Britain, was chimerical. 

But there was another source of expense that 
was about to be cut off. Fhe exploring expedition, 
which he presumed was estimated for, was coming 
home. There might be some repairs necessary, 
but he supposed they would not again be put into 
commission. The Secretary, then, could easily 
protect our commerce, and bring down the expen- 
ditures to what they had been in previous years; 
for, with a balance in band, he would have 
$2,951,000; while he (Mr. B.) could not find any- 
where that more than $2,500,000 had been ex- 
pended. . 

The honorable gentleman was here interrupted 
by the appearance of John Tyler, esq., private 
secretary to the President, below the bar, with a 
message, which he delivered to the Speaker. There 
was great anxiety visible through the House, occa- 
sioned by the anticipation that the message might 
be the President’s objections to the districting pro- 
vision of the apportionment bill, which rumor has 
said may be expected. 

Mr. BOTTS rose and inquired if it was in order 
to move that the message be read. 

The SPEAKER did not reply, being engaged in 
reading the document, to ascertain its character. 

Mr. ADAMS rose and said he desired to know 
to what subject the message related, because he 
wished to give notice to the House that he intended 
to object to the reception of that message. 

Mr. PROFFIT. Read it. 


Mr. ADAMS. I wantto know to what it re- 
lates, and then I will state the grounds of my ob- 
jection. 

Mr. WISE. I hope it will be read. 


Mr. OLIVER moved the suspension of the rule, 
that it might be read. 

The SPEAKER rose, (and every member was 
in breathless attention,) and said, with a calmness 
that ludicrously contrasted with the warm anxiety 
which the House had exhibited, that the message 
was merely a letter from the French Minister. The 
announcement was received with roars of laughter. 

Mr. BROWN then resumed. So far as the item 
which had been added by the Senate was concern- 
ed, he was willing to vote for it when it could be 
shown that the expense would be required. It 
was said somewhere, that the increased expendi- 
ture was to meet the promotions; but be believed 
there was a disposition, at the other end of the 
Capitol, to stop the cause of such expenditures. 

He then went through some tabular statements 
to show the recent progress in the grades of post- 
captains, cormmanders, lieutenants, and midship- 
mes, and warned the House not to create a 
revulsion in the public sentiment which may 
induce the Western members, whose numbers 
at the next Congress will be inereased, to 
come here and relieve the county from a tax 
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which was eating out its substance, by a repeal of 
the law, and the dismissal of this horde of officers 
at one fell swoop; and with them the boys of 13 
years of age, who were so often met with in the 
streets, or seen in that hall, for whom they pro- 
vided teachers of languages and mathematics, and 
paid them at a rate which placed them in a posi- 
tion to save more than any of the inhabitants of’ 
the place in New Jersey in which he (Mr. Brown) 
some years ago taught school. He (Mr. Brown) 

was brought up on a coasting vessel; and in reply 
to the sneer of the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
Wise] a few days ago, he inqnired how many of. 
ficers of the Revolution, who previously had never 
patiheir footon a vessel higher than a coasting 
vessel, had gloriously distinguished themselves, and 
rendered gallant service to their country? He was 
a friend to the navy, but he wished to save it from 
its false friends. : 

He then went into the inquiry how the navy 
officers were made, and condemned the system 
which drew a distinction between the poor and the 
rich. The one class were taught languages, and 
mathematics, and diplomacy; and the other were 
taught to sail under these diplomatists: This, by- 
and-by, would have its influence in private life; for 
private station took its color from public institu- 
tions, or those public institutions must take thetr 
color from the people. He denied that in early 
boyhood, at which these appointments were made, 
there could be sufficient intellectual development 
to justify the distinction that was drawn, where 
equality by our institutions was acknowledged in 
each.” 

If the present system of exclusion from honor- 
able office continued, none but the children of 
worthless or poverty-stricken fathers and mothers 
would hereafter enter the service. It was the 
hopes of advancement that had, thus far, induced 
many. respectable parents to intrust their children 
in the service of their country. But as soon as it 
was known that the apprentice could never rise 
higher than a common sailor, what parent would 
puthis child in the service of a country that thus 
marked them with dishonor, by saying to them, 
“You shall not rise—you can never aspire to be 
even a midshipman?” 


He reprobated a system that thus depressed the 
humble, while some scions of respectable families 
were made officers, as a choice between the navy 
and the penitentiary; it was.too often a last resort 
for the worthless, while humble merit languished 
in obscurity. He alluded to the old boatswain 
mentioned by the gentleman from Virginia at an 
earlier stage of the discussion, in whose behalf the 
officers of the Mississippi had pleaded with the 
gentleman from Virginia to procure for him some 
additional pay. There was evidence of a com- 
mander in that old boatswain; but the system had 
depressed him, and it brought bim now supplicating 
for extra pay, instead of permitting him to rise by 
his merit to occupy one of those positions which 
were occupied by less deserving men at an annual 
remuneration of $3,500. If that man had been 
taken at thirty years of age, when his merits 
might have lecome distinguishable; and if he 
had then been placed but for one year under pro- 
fessors, though he might not have made a diplo- 
matist, he might have made a commander worthy 
to carry the flag of his country to any portion of 
the earth. 

He then alluded to the language of the gentle- 
man from Virginia in reference to the boys of Phil- 
adelphia; and he hoped that, because Providence 
had denied to many almost the knowledge of their 
own parents, they were not to be doub'y cursed by 
fixing a stigma on their characters; especially 
while decayed families were permitted thus to pro- 
mote their sons, who were too proud to resort to 
some honest calling; or a young Virginian, nar- 
tured in idleness, with negrces to wait upon him, 
and to be kicked and cuffed at his pleasure, could 
be appointed by some political influence or species 
of favoritism. He read a long list of names of 
generals and admirals of both the United States 
and the British army and navy, who had risen 
from the rank of privates in which they bad en- 
listed; but, by this apprenticeship system, according 
to the gentleman from Virginia, the boys must 
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serye until they. were twenty-one, and then they 
were too old to enter as midshipmen. 

Mr. WISE said this apprenticeship system was 
the peculiar system of General Jackson; and it 
was one of the best systems ever devised. 

Mr. BROWN continued. He knew not whose 
system it was; but, be it whose it might, he should 
exercise his own judgment in regard to it, and not 
yield up bis jadgment to any man living. But the 
gentleman from Virginia, when driven by facts 
from the position which he criginally took, came 
forward manfully and defended the system, he 
(Mr. B.) then woold funfish him with other facts. 
He then stated that he had failed in an application 
to geta boy released from his indentures, who had 
written to his parents that the duty was too severe 
for him, and that, if he was not released, he should 
runaway. Such a system was bul a step from 
that of impressment. On this subject he spoke un- 
til the falling of the Chairman’s mace announced 
that his allotted time had expired. 

Mr. GORDON remarked that it was not his for- 
tune to be here when this bill passed the House 
and was sent to the Senate, He was uncommitted 
to any of ils provisions, either as it passed the 
House or the Senate; and he would, therefore, say 
at the outset, that, whatever might be his particular 
views in regard to one or two points embraced in 
it, he was no enemy to the navy-—the right arm 
of our national defence. 

It bad been a subject of complaint here—and 
very. properly so—that the appropriations asked 
for. by the Navy Departmen. recommended to 
Congress a vast increase of expenditures fot that 
branch of the service over and above any appro- 
priation that ever was made or asked for. It 

therefore became important to inquire why it was 
that the interests of the navy required at this time 


such enhanced appropriations. Now he would, in 
the most brief and comprehensive manner, point to 
one or two causes why the Secretary of the Navy 
was now compelled to call on Congress for so 
large a sum of money; and theremarks which he 
should make on this part of the subject would ap- 
ply to both the amendments. 


In the first place, he would call the attention of 
the commiltee to the number of midshipmen, passed 
midshipmen, and lieutenants in the service, for the 
purpose of showing the impulse that had been 
given. to the system; and why it was that 
these increased appropriations had been asked 
for at their hands. There were in service, as he 
found by the Navy Register, 460 midshipmen, and 
103 passed midshipmen; and he had been given to 
understand that there were 43 more about to be 
appointed passed midshipmen, which would make 
146 of that grade. 

Mr. WISE said that the number of midshipmen 
was 459. 

Mr. GORDON. Well, that is within one of the 
number I stated. What was the pay of these 
officers? Why, a midshipman on sea-service re- 
ceived $400 per annum; on other duly $350; on 
leave, $300; and when he became a passed midship- 
man, he got $750 when on sea-service, and $600 
when waiting orders. Now, a passed midshipman 
was no more than a midsbipman—all that was 
added t him was the name of passed midshipman 
and his increased pay. But, by making these 146 
midshipmen passed midshipmen, the department 
added $59,000 each year to the expenses of the 
navy. They were required tobe in serviee five 
years before being passed; and when that was done, 
they received a certificate, showing that they were 
entitled to be promoted to lieutenancies in the first 
vacancies occurring, without further trouble or 

examination. Why was this so? This regulation 
was cf no sort of service, either to them, or to the 
Government. It did not benefit them, because, as 
they would be made lieutenants without any further 
examination, they would not have a sufficient 
incentive to study and perfect themselves in their 
profession. They would be merely waiting orders, 
with inereased pay, debanching and enervating 
their minds by idle and extravagant habits. He 
understood that there was no law authorizirg this 
species of promotion. True, there had been ap- 
propriations: to give them the increased pay; but 
‘wkevaction ofthe Navy Department creating the | 


grade of passed midshipman, had been prior to any 
appropriation, The law allowed the pay, but. 
the authority to make the appointments was as- 
sumed by the department. It might be said that 
these passed midshipmen occasionally performed 
the duties of the lieutenants; but when they did so, 
they received the pay of lieutenants—not the pay 
of passed midshipmen, $750 a year—but the pay of 
lieutenanis, $1,800 a year; and therefore there was 
no saving to the Governmentin it. But was there 
any necessity for it? He thought not, Toere were 
now in service 328 lieutenants, 64 of whom were 
waiting orders; and how many of them were on 
shore, doing mere nominal duty, he would leave to 
more experienced persons to say. There was, 
therefore, no necessity for passed midshipmen’s 
performing the duty of lieutenants; and if there 
was, there would be no economy in it; for they 
would, in such case, receive the pay of lieutenants. 
When, however, they were promoted to lieutenan- 
cies, they received the pay of $1,800 a year, and it 
must be remembered that 99 of hem were promoted 
within the year 1841. How much did this add to 
the expenses of the navy? Why, by the promo- 
tion of this batch of midshipmen, the expenditures 
for the navy were increased $103,950 in a single 
year. Now, (said Mr. G.) only single out the 
cases of passed midshipmen and lieutenants, and 
you will see twoof the instances of the extrava- 
gance of the present Secretary of the Navy, and 
why it was he was compelled to cali on Congress 
for so large an increase of appropriations. What, 
he would ask, had given 
and extraordinary promotions? Why, the Pres- 
ident of the United States, who was, in some re- 
specis, the most fortunate man in the world, was, 
in others, the most unfortunate. He was unfor- 
tunate in coming into office, to find a cabinet with 
whom he could not agree, and the consequence 
was their breakin up; and he was also unfortunate 
in some of his own selections, but particularly so 
in his selection of a Secretary of the Navy. This 
gentleman, oncoming into office, recommended that 
we should have a navy half the size of that of 
England, amounting to 565 vessels of war equipped, 
manned, roaming the ozean, plundering the petty 
kingdoms that surrounded her; carrying her arms 
to India, and forcing China to take her opium. 
We were recommended to keep up a naval estab- 
lishment half as great as that of this extravagant, 
ali-grasping power; and, to assimilate as nearly as 
possible to her, it was proposed that we should 
create admirals, after creating 100 captains, and 
adding 99 to the list of lieutenants, Now this ex- 
travagant impulse that has been given to the navy 
must be checked, or its friends will one day see 
that right arm of our defence paralyzed. Depend 
upen it, the people of this country never will per- 
mit such a number of useless officers to be paid for 
living in idleness out of the public purse. Though 
they would cheerfully bear any burdens necessary 
for the protection of our commerce; yet, when it 
came to this enlarged policy of our Secretary of the 
Navy, they would put ihe seal of condemnation on 
it. The quesiion now was, whether these addi- 
tional appropriations, called for by the Sena-e, 
were necessary. On this subject he must say that, 
in his opinion, they were caused by the rapid pro- 
motions which had been made by ihis extravagant 
Seereiary, and were called for io keep pace with 
the magnificent policy he rceommended. He did 
not wish, in what he had said, to be understood as 
inimical to the President. Oa the contrary, as a 
friend, he would advise him to get rid, as soon as 
possible, of his Secretary of the Navy, and, with 
him, of the extravagant policy he recommended, 
by selecting from somewhere else than within the 
borders of Virginia some practical business-man, 
who would conduct the affairs of the navy with 
more prudence, and more to the advantage of that 
braneh of the service. 

Now, there was snother thing in this new- 
fangled policy of the Seeretary, to which he ob- 
jected; and that was, the apprentice system. He 
denied that the relation between the Government 
and the boys who enlisted in the navy was that of 
master and apprentice. He looked at the law au. 
thorizing the enlistment of boys, and be found no 
such relation there authorized. The argument of 


rise to these rapid 


the gentleman from Virginia was, therefore, very 


‘fallacious, when he said that these boys stood in 


the relation of apprentices. 

Mr. WISE read the title of the act, and the first 
section. 

Mc. GORDON. The gentleman refers to the 
title of the bill. Does he suppose that I am so 
much of a green-horn as not to know that the ti- 
tle ofa bill is nota part of it?) Mr. G. supposed 
that the Secretary of the Navy must have looked 
at the title of the bill— i 

Mr. WISE. The gentleman has not stafed the 


` first section of the bill. 


Mr. GORDON then read the first section of the 
bill, which, in substance, provides that it shall be 
lawful to enlist boys in the naval service with the 
consent of their parents or guardians, to serve until 
they are twenty-one years of age, not being under 
13 years of age, nor over 18; and it further pro- 
vides that itshall be lawfal to enlist other persons 
for five years. ° 

Now this (Mr. G. said) did not make these boys 
apprentices. They were enlisted in the public ser- 
vice; and the only difference between them and the 
other persons mentioned in the bill war, that they 
enlisted till twenty-one years of age, while the 
others enlisted for five years. Were not all boys 
born with equal rights, and, by enlisting with the 
consent of their parents or guardians, did they 
lose any of these rights? The doctrine of the gea- 
tleman from Virginia cuts them off from all right 
of promotion, which they have m common with 
other boys of the country; and I deny (said Mr. 
G.) that they have, by enlisting, Jost any of their 
political rights, or those rights proclaimed in the 
Declaration of Independence. After some further 
remarks on this branch of the subject, Mr. G. said 
he proposed to put a stop to these inereased expen- 
ditares by rejecting the amendment of the Senate, 
ashe conceived that the appropriations passed by 
the House were all-sufficient. 


In the course of his remarks, Mr. G. referred to 
the case of Captain Levy, who, he said, influenced 
by aspirit of humanity, substituted the mild pun- 
ishment of a small quantity of tar and feathers, on 
a boy who had commited some misdemeanor, (he 
believed, disrespect of an officer,) instead of the 
cat-o’-nine-tails, For this offence, the Captain 
was cashiered; but the President, disapproving the 
Sentence as teo severe, commuted it fora suspen- 
sion for ene year. Other captains would have tied 
this boy up to the gratings, and his back would 
have been lacerated by that horrid instrument of 
torture, the cat; and, had Captain Levy adminis- 
tered this punishment, nothing would have been 
said abont it: but, in this case, his humanity was 
looked upon as a crime. It must further be no- 
ticed, that charges were brought against Captain 
Levy, some two or three years ago, for this same 
affair, and laid before a former Secretary of the 
Navy; but he dismissed them, as malicicus and 
groundiess, Itseemed that, after the present Secretary 
came into office, an officer who had formerly been re- 
ported for misconduct by the captain, and punished 
by a court-martial, instigated by feelings of malice 
and revenge, dug up and renewed this old charge, 
which had been dismissed by a former Secretary; 
and the present Secretary, who, in his zeal for 
Imiating the British navy, doubtless wanted to es- 
tablish, also, the severity of their discipline, with 
their floggings, and ‘other cruel punishments, 
thought that Captain Levy deserved a court-martial 
for having departed from the salutary discipline of 
the cat and colt, so freely resorted to by many of 
his compeers. The result he had just stated, and 
was well known to the House. In conclusion, Mr. 
G. said he held that the President of the Uried 
States could not get along with the navy, unless he 
departed from the new-fangled policy that bad 
been introduced by his present Secretary. While 
the present system continued, the elcquent speech 
they had heard the other day from the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, [ Mr. Cuarurs J. INGERSOLL, ] 
and allthe elequent speeches that had been or 
would be made, would be in vain. a 

Mr. WISE then obtained the floor, and moved 
that the committee rise; which was agreed to. 

Mr. RAYNER, from the Committee on Com: 
merce, reported the following bills; which were: 
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severally read twice, and referred to the Committee 
of the Whole: ; 

A bill making appropriations for a marine hos- 
pital at Ocracock, North Carolina. 

A bill making an appropriation for placing ad- 
ditional buoys at the mouth of St. John’s river, 
Florida; and 

A bill making appropriations to connect the 
waters of Albemarle sound with the Atlantic ocean. 

The SPEAKER communicated a message from 
the President of the United States, transmitting a 
a letter from the French Minister to the Secretary 
of State, with the reply of the Jatter; all of which, 

On motion of Mr. ADAMS, were ordered to be 
printed, and referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

{The letter from the French Minister communi- 
cates (by instructions of his Government) a plan to 
run a line of steam-ships between Havre and New 
York, and asking the co-operation of the Uni- 
ted States, with a request that the President would 
communicate the same to Congress.] 

Mr. ADAMS, by general consent, submitted the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to re- 


port to this House, at the commencement of the next session ' 


ofCongress, a return of the numbers and names ofall the petty 
officers, seamen, ordinary seamen, landsmen, and apprentices 
in the naval service of the United States; distinguishing the na- 
tivefrom the naturalized individuals in the said service, and, 
among the natives ofthe United States, the State, Territory, or 
District of Columbia, where each individual was bora, of which 
an inhabitant, and of which a citizen at the time of his enlist- 


ment. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON submitied-the following 
as an amendment: 

Also, that he report to this House, at the commencement of 
the next session of Congress, a statement showing the age, 
name, tonnage, and number of guns of each vessel now belong- 
ing to the United States, finished or unfinished; showing the 
cost of building such vessel, and of the annual repairs thereof, 
divided into two heads, which will show the amount expended 
for materials, and the amount for labor, with the addition of all 
expenses incurred in repairing each ship during the year; and 
also for the armament and equipment of each ship, and all 
other expenses incurred in keeping each ship afloat, if afloat, 
or in dock if lying up; and also the names and amount paid to 
each of the commissioned officers during the year, and the 
number of non-commissioned officers and seamen, and the 
amount paid them. 

The question being taken on the amendment, it 
was‘lost. > 

Mr. KING of Georgia wished to say a few 
words on the subject of the amendment. The 
House could hardly, with a proper understanding 
of the subject, reject such a measure as that. 

The SPEAKER reminded the gentleman that 
the question had been taken and decided. 

Mr. KING asked if he could call for the yeas 
and nays. 

The SPEAKER said it was not in order, the de- 
cision having been announced. 

Mr. KING said he had risen and addressed the 
Chair before the decision was announced. 

The question was then put on the resolution of 
Mr. Apams; but a quoram not voting, 

On motion by Mr. WELLER, 

The House adjourned. 

In reporting what Mr. C. J. Incersouu said in 
the debate on the navy bill yesterday, it appears 
an error oceurred, which had better be corrected, 
as an historical fact is involved. 

Censuring Mr. Anams’s complaint of the dispar- 
ity in the numbers of naval officers between Mas- 
sachusetis and Virginia, Mr. INGERSOLL stated that 
he had heard that shortly before the 4th of July, 
1776, as John and Samuel Adams were walking 
together in the gardens of the building ia which 
independence was declared, one of them inquired 
of the other, “Whom shall we choose to command 
the army?” “General Ward, I suppose,” said Sam- 
uel Adams. (General Ward was an officer of Mas- 
sachusetts.) “No,” replied John Adams, “it must 
be a Virginian—what do you say to Colonel Wash- 
ington?” Out of which conversation grew the se- 
lection and election of Washington as commander- 
in-chief. 


IN SENATE. 
Sarurvar, Jane 25, 1842. 

The. PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a message from the President of the United 
States, transmitting from the State Department a 
peport, made in eompliance,with a resolution of the 


Senate of the 16:h February last, of the proceed- 
ings of the commission appointed in March, 1841, to 
examine into matters touching the expenditure of 
money on the public buildings; which was, on mo- 
tien of Mr. WOODBURY, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Public Buildings, and ordered to be 
printed. So 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. also laid before the 
Senate a message from the President of the United 
States, transmitting a communication from the 
State Department, covering certain correspondence 
between the French Minister, and the Secretary 
of State, relative to a weekly line of steam- 
packets proposed to be established by the King of 
the French between the ports of New York and 
Havre; in which he invites the Government of the 
United States to take part in the arrangement, and 
with a view to regulate the letter carriage, and fix 
the rates of postage. 

On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations, 

On motion of Mr. BATES, leave was granted to 
take from the files the papers of John Lang. 

Numerous bills from the House were taken from 
the table, read twice, and appropriately referred. 

Mr. BAGBY submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire what amount of money, in addition to the 
contract price, was paid to John Ress for the removal of the 
Cherokee Indians to the west of the Mississippi; and for what 
additional services said amount, if any, was paid; and that the 
committee have power to send for persons and papers, and re- 
port the result of their inquiries to the Senate with the least 
practicable delay. 

Mr. B. said he had been informed (and had good 
yeason to believe in its truth) that John Ross had 
received, for tne service specified, in addition to the 
price established by the contract, the enormous 
sum of $580,000. He hoped the resolution would 
be permitted to pass. If it was true, the facts 
should be known; but if not true, the rumor could 
be disproved by the inquiry. 

Mr. MOREHEAD objecied to the passage of 
the resolution then; and it was laid over, under the 
rule, 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill to provide for the satisfaction of the claims 
arising under the 14th and 19:h articles of the 
treaty of Dancing Rabbit creck, concluded in Sep- 
tember, 1830. 

The question pending was the proposition of Mr. 
Henperson to strike out all the bill after the en- 
acting clause, for the purpose of substituting a bill 
draughted by himself; which proposed to allow the 
Indian claimants land or scrip, instead of money, 
for taeir claims, as proposed in the bill. 

Mr. PHELPS addressed the Senate in opposi- 
tion to, and Mr. HENDERSON in favor of, the 
substitute for the bill; when 

Mr. PRESTON moved to lay the bill on the ta- 
ble. 

Mr. WALKER hoped the bill would not be 
laid on the table, as it could be disposed of in a 
few minutes. He demanded the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered; and the question being put,” 
the bill was laid ou the table by yeas 24, nays 8. 

The amendment of the House to the bill for the 
relief cf the heirs of Daniel Pettibone, was taken 
up and concurred in. ` í 

On motion of Mr. PRESTON, the Senate took 
up, as in commitiee of the whole, the bill reported 
from the Committee on Military Affairs respecting 
the reorganization of the army, and for other pur- 

oses. 3 g 
The bill having been read— : 


Mr. PRESTON said the Committee on Military 
Affairs had accompanied the bill with a short sta- 
tistical report, with the view of relieving them from 
any necessity of explaining the provisions of the 
bill. That report, he believed, would give all the 
information necessary, and covered ail the grounds 
needing explanation. 

Mr. BATES desired the honorable chairman of 
the Committee on Military Affairs (Mr. Preston] 
to state the reasons which induced the committee to 
report the second section of the bill, proposing to 
legalize the appointment o: military superintend- 
ents of the armories at Springfield and Harper’s 
Ferry. The section makes a material change in 
the organization of this department; and, as the fe 
port of the committee was entirely silent, he hoped 


- resulted from it, 


the honorable chairman would state 
for the change. proposed. 

Mr. PRESTON said it was known that at prega 
ent the armories of the United States were super- 
intended by officers of the Ordnance department. 
They were under civil superintendence something 
more than a year since, when it became a question 
of the department whether it was not better to put 
them in the charge of military officers. When the 
question was presented to the late Secretary of 
War, he took a favorable view of the matter, and 
determined to try the experiment. The civil su- 
perintendents were removed, and military superin- 
tendency was substituted. The military superin- 
tendency works well, and great advantages have 
It is the opinion of the depart- 
ment that it should be persisted in, and authorized 
by law. Itis apportion of the system of reduction 
of expenses. The officers of the engineer corps, 
he said, who have been placed in charge of the 
armories, were peculiarly qualified for the situas 
tious. They can be readily spared from the mili- 
tary establishment of the United States. The ex- 
pense saved by the transfer of military men to 
those places, it was true, would not be much, yet 
the change would effect the abolition of two offices 
deemed to be useless. 

Mr. BATES moved to strike out the second 
section; and, if that prevailed, it was bis intention 
to follow itup, by moving to strike out the fifth 
section. He said he was utterly opposed to the 
change which the second section proposed. He 
was, in the first place, opposed to if, becanse he 
believed it would be destructive of the armories 
themselves; and, in the second place, it would save 
nothing for the Government; and would, in many 
respects, be injurious to the Government. From 
the year 1789, down to the last year, these estab- 
lishmerts had been conducted by civil superinten- 
dents; and that, too, without complaint. 

Mr. B. then adverted to the mode of appointment 
of the superintendents, showing that the power 
existed with the President, end not with the Secre- 
tary of War; who, as might be inferred from the 
remarks of the chairman of the Military Commit- 
tee, had assumed that power. Immediately after 
the late lamented Harrison became President, the 
subject was presented to the Department of War. 
Mr. B. then read the letter of dismissal of the su- 
perintendent at Springfield, (which, it seemed, was 
dated April 1,) from which he inferred that Presi- 
dent Harrison, who alone had dower to remove, 
and who died on the 4th of April, could have had 
but little to do with the renroval. What particular 
part he had taken jn the removal, he did net know; 
but he did know that the removal was made on the 
recommendation of the board of ordnance, Mr. B. 
dwelt at some length on the manner in which 
the military superintendents had been placed 
in charge of the armories, showing ihat it must 
have been by the assamption of power by the 
board of ordnance: he thought that that board 
should first have got the authority from Congress, 
before assuming to act. He maintained that the 
situation of superintendent was a civil office; was 
so intended by the law; and for which a military 
man had no qualifcation. He argued that a civil 
superintendent was indispensably necessary to the 
well-conducting of these establishments. Nothing 
was io be saved by the change, as was intimated 
by the chairman of the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs, [Mr. Presron;] for he had been informed 
that, on a former occasion, on the death of the su- 
perintendent, an officer of the army was placed in 
cbarge of the armory at Springfield, and had re- 
ceived the compensation of superintendent, with 
all the emoluments of the office. This occurred, 
he believed, in 1833. He sincerely believed, if 
Congress sanctioned the change, that so soon as the 
agitation upon the measure ceased, compensation 
would be awarded to these military superintend- 
ents, independent of the pay which they might re- 
ceive as officers of the army. 

Mr. B. then alluded to the remark of the chair- 
man, that there were officers of the board of ord- 
nance whose services could be dispensed with in 
that capacity, for the purpose of assuming the 
charge of the armories. So far from this being 
the case, the reverse was the truck, He read a re-s 


the grounds 
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port from Col. Bomford, of the board of ordnance, 
to the Secretary of War, in which it was stated 
that the board consisted of twenty-eight officers, 

` and that a considerable accession was indispensa- 
ble for the use of the service; and he actually rec- 
ommended that the board be increased to forty-two 
in all, by the addition of two captains ani twelve 
lieutenants. He took it for granted, therefore, that 
there were no officers to spare from that board to 

` superintend the armories at Springfield and Har- 
per’s Ferry. No saving could possibly be effected 
by the change; for, if officers of the corps of en- 
gineers were appointed to these places, others 
would have to be appointed to supply their places. 

A military man (said Mr. B.) was only fit to 
eommand; he was accustomed to command, and 
that, too, in a dialect which our mechanics and 
farmers did not understand; and it would take 
years before these freemen could become so broken 
in spirit as to submit to the despotism of a military 
rule. 

Mr. B. then dwelt with much force upon the de~ 
plorable condition to which the armorers, who had 
grown grey in the service of the Government, had 
been reduced at Springfield since the armory had 
been placed under military superintendency. There 
had been, ever since that time, one continual scene 
of confusion and hardship. Many had beca dis- 
charged because they could not submit to their 


grievances. Some had been discharged because ` 


they had dared to raise their voices of complaint to 
the Executive, and to Congress, to seek redress of 
their grievances. Mr. B., after passing a high 
eulogium on the character and capacity of the ar. 
morers employed at Spring field—who, he said, were 
among the most respectable, temperate, and meri- 
torious men of that place—appealed to the Senate 
to adopt the amendment, as the only means by 
which any hope of redress could be entertained. 

Mr. PRESTON observed that he had looked 
through the statements made by the workmen from 
both Springfield and Harper’s Ferry; and, in do- 
ing so, had scrupulously avoided being influenced 

-by any prejndices. He was sorry to say that, pre- 
vious to these representations, the armorers had 
adopted a course of proceedings which he could 
not approve--such as forming associations, and 
adopting.a tariff of prices for themselves, without 
consulting the general interests of all concerned in 
their art. With much of what they said in their re- 
monstrance, he concurred. But if the rules and re- 
gulations which they complain of are oppressively 
strict, it is not the superintendents (civil or milita- 
ty) they should blame; because they are bound to 
carry out the rules and regulations which are en- 
acted for them to see carried out. The grievance 
is not, therefore, the establishment of a military 
superintendence, but the rules themselves. Hecon- 
sidered that the men who had attended here as dele- 
gales, were as respectable, intelligent, and worthy 
Citizens, as any he knew; and he hoped, when their 
excited minds shall have had time to cool down, 
they will find the reasonableness of some of the 
regulations which they now complain of as griev- 
ances. . 

Two years ago, the Ordnance department being 
dissatisfied with the condition of the armoties and 
the expense of making arms, appointed a commis- 
sion of officers to investigate the whole establish- 
ment. A report was made, (which he read,) recom- 
mending the change to a military control, This 
Seemed to him to leave no discretion with the board 
of ordnance but to make the superintendence a mili- 
tary superintendence. His own opinion was, that 
in every branch of the military department, the 
principles of strict military discipline and regula- 
tions should be carrisd out. It was found that the 

worst consequences flowed from a mixed and 

motley system—half civil, and half military. It 
would be better to have the armories controjled by 

a civil system, than by a half military system. But 

under a military department, these establishments 
should be governed by a military discipline, 

Mr. P. here entered into a narrative of ibe pro- 
ceedings of the Ordnance department with regard 
to experiments. 

Mr. YOUNG understood there was no existing 
law to authorize the suppression of the civil super- 
Wtendehee,-and that the -armories are now under 
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It seenied that. these armorers are 


military rule. : at armo 
unwilling to remain under military discipline. He 
thought there could be no great inconvenience in 
accommodating them. Heshould, therefore, subs 
mit the following amendment: 

That the duties of the offices of superintendent at the armo- 
ries at Springfield and Harper’s Ferry shall not be performed 
by officers of the ordnance corps, or other officers of the army; 
butshall be confined to the civil superintendents, of competent 
knowledge, as heretofore, 


Mr. BATES accepted the modification proposed 


- by the Senator from [llinois, [Mr. Young ] 


Mr. BENTON observed that it was owing to the 
smallness of the ordnance establishment, that civil 
officers were appointed as superintendents. Now 
there ure officers enough. The question whether 
tbe superintendent should be a milttary man or a 
civilian, was not a question competent for the 
workmen to entertain: it was a question for the 
Government to decide. But whenitcame to the 
question of the fitness of the individual selected to 
be superintendent, it was one which the armorers 
were competent to entertain, and remonstrate upon. 

Mr. BATES observed that the President of the 
United States alone had the power of appointing 
these superintendents; and the Ordnance depart- 
ment can have no authority to break such appoint- 
ments. In reference to the allusion of the chair- 
man of the Military Committee to combinations or 
associations of the armorers, be could assure the 
honorable chairman that there had been no combi- 
nations—no associationst ; he armorers had merely 
appointed a committee to wait upon the superin- 
tendent with a statement of their complaints, and 
he refused to hear them. He asked the Senator 
from Missouri why the’mere mechanical operation 
of making gun-stocks, or any other branch of gun- 
making, should be subject to military discipline ? 
They were purely mechanical arts—not military 
evolutions. He deprecated the idea of subjectiag 
men in the pursuit of any branch of industry, to 
military discipline in the performance of thcir la- 
bors. He pointed out many of the oppressive and 
vexatious consequences of such unnecessary rules. 

Mr. CONRAD, since be had been appointed a 
member of the Military Committee, had paid some 
attention to this subject; buthe had not been able to 
See the matter in the same light asthat in which it 
was viewed and depicted by the Senator from 
Massachusetts[Mr. Baves.] He considered the 
only question which could be entertained, was as to 
the character and conduct of the individual acting 
as superintendent, and not as to his being a mili- 
tary man or a civilian. 

Mr. PHELPS asked that the proposition might 
be read as it now stands. : 

The CHAIR read the original clause and pro- 
posed amendment, as modified. 

Mr. PHELPS said he had not devoted much at- 
tention to the subject; and it was, therefore, with 
much diftidence, he rose to dissent from the opinions 


of the chairman of the Military Committee. He. 


had, however, come to the conelusion that the 
armories shonld be under a civil, superintendent, 
He thought there was a very serious error in not 
drawing a precise line of distinction between those 
portions of the military establishments which are 
purely civil, and those which are purely military; 
for there are various parts of those establishments 
as distinetly civil as any occupations of life can 
be. He pointed out the vexations which persons 
exercising those occupations must be subj-ct to 
under military discipline.. 

Mr. BATES read, from a document in his hand, 
a table showing the cost cf muskets manufactured 
at the armories for a long series of years. The 


cost now, is from three to four dollars per gun 


more than prior to 1840. This is the effect of 
military superintendence of the armories. 

Mr. TAPPAN was in favor of striking out the 
second section of the biil. These military super- 
intendents know as much about making arms asa 
lawyer does of making a cloct. They may know, 
better than the man. who mabes them, how to use 
them; bet whether they should be made of brass, 
iron, or steel, or how they should be tempered, 
constructed, or put together, they could not know 
as weil as those conversant with the arts. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he was inclined te agree 
with the Senator from Ohio; but he would appeal 


m z ° ee 
to the chairman of the Military Committee wheth- 
er it would not be best to exclude those doubtful 
clauses, and allow the bill to pass through at once. 
The bill weuld only be retarded by- these amend- 
ments. Thes ubject might be intreduced as a sep- 
arate measure. 

Mr. PRESTON did not think it was necessary 
that the man who superindends a mechanical es- 
tablishment should be competent to make the 
mechanism which he superintends. The logic 
was by no means conclusive. It reminded 
him of what had once been said—very beau- 
tifully, to be sure, but not very eonclusively— 
“who rules o’er freemen, should himself be free; 
the logic of which was aptly parodied by an emi- 
nent man—“‘who drives fat oxen, must himself be 
fat.” 

He contended that, as educated men, as practi- 
cal men, and as gentlemen, there was not a corps 
on the face of the earth superior to the ordnance 
corps. Mostly military men, educated at West 
Point, they were the fittest persons to be chosen by 
the Ordnance. department to carry into effect the 
purposes of thedepartment; and according to the 
rules and regulations of the department itself, 
which they perfectly understand. They were edu- 
cated men; and was there not a beiter chance of 
their making agreeable superintendents to the ar- 
morers themselves, than civilians, chosen from the 
ranks of briefless lawyers or broken down, hack 
politicians? ` 

Mr. CONRAD made some explanation in refer= 
ence toa remark of his which ‘the Senater from 
Massachusetts appeared to misunderstand. 

Mr. ARCHER stated the grounds of grievance 
complained of by the armorers of: Harpers Ferry, 
whose memorial had been read to-day, No com- 
plaint has been lodged against these men, and no 
complaint can be lodged against them; yet a mili- 
tary administration is brought to control them, 
which bas produced nothing but discontent and 
discord. These are men not accustomed to militas 
ry control, and who never should be made subject 
to it against their will. It should not be forgotten 
that they are freemen and citizens like ourselves; 
and, while Congress is studying to effect the desiras 
ble object of attaining strictness of discipline in the 
military establishments; it should not be attempted 
to establish it at the sacrifice of the feelings and 
consciousness of freedom of those men. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON would vote against the 
amendment proposed. He considered these ar. 
mories purely military establishments, It would, 
in bis mind, be a strange anomaly to place a mili- 
tary establishment under the control of a civilian, 
The duties of the cffice required that they should be 
executed by military men. Besides, the expenses 
of the department will be reduced upwards of four 
thousand dollars; as officers in the ordnance 
eoros, already in the service of the Government, 
can be employed as superintendents, and supersede 
the necessity of retaining the civilians now employ- 
ed. Another advantage would be in having the 
office executed by iädividuals aloof from politics, 
and that it would no longer be a source of reward 
for political services, 

Mr. SIMMONS remarked that, if the armerers 
had to perform military daty, the arguments of the 
Senator from Connecticut would be perfectly cor- 
rect. But as the duties to be performed are mechan- 
ical, the superintendent shouid be a civilian. Milia 
tary men had nothing to do with the business, ‘The 
effect of this military superintendence would be to 
raise the prices of the services to be performed, 
If a mechanic is to be subjected to extraordinary 
restraints, he must be paid extraordinary wages 
forit. He would not himself, if he was an armo- 
rer, work under such discipline unless he was paid 
double wages. No man would do it. A man 
might be a good judge of a dinner, and not be able 
to cook it. He would as soon put a connoisseur 
into a kiteben to cook viciuals, as to puta military 
man into a machine shop to direct its operations, 
Why not let well envugh alone? This new system 
had been tried for a year; and in that short line, 
every workman in both establishments had been 
discontented and dissatisfied. He would vote for 
striking out the second clause. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut was in favor of the 
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[Mr. Preston] not to commence his relrenchment | 


proposition to strike out the second section. They 
had heard of gentleman-farmermers, or horseback- 
farmers, as they were called ; but no such farmer 
was ever known to be a good farmer, or acquaint- 
ed with his business ; and if it were necessary that 
a farmer should understand his business, or that a 
manufacturer should be acquainted with the partic- 
ular class of manufacture in which he may be en- 
gaged; it was equally necessary that the superin- 
tendent of armories should be a practical mechan- 
ic, and understand the construction of arms, not 
merely the use.of arms. Without this: practical 
acquaintance with the particular description of 
work in which a man may be engaged, the result 
invariably was, that he squandered his capital. 
Young men, who were educated at West Point, 
were doubtless all of them honorable and valuable 
men; ‘but ye believed there was something more 
required, and something which, from the nature of 
their education. they were destitute of. He was 
inclined to coneur with the Senator from Massa- 

“chusetts, that military men, of all others in the 
world, were least fitted or qualified to conduct this 
business. 

Mr. ALLEN had heard no sufficient reason ad- 
vanced to satisfy him of the necessity for making 
any change in this particular branch of tte public 
service. If it were a mere question, however— 
if. there had been no experience on the subject, he 
would be- inclined to put the direction of the 
matter. under the superintendence of citizens, 
rather than military men—and for very good rea- 
sons. In the first. place, he held it to b2 a matter 
not to be'overlooked, thatthe accommodation, com- 
fort, and happiness of the poor laborers—the men 
who had to bear the toil ought not be—disregaided. 
The discipline of the army was essentially and ob- 
solutely despotic, and utterly inconsistent with 
freedom in a state of peace; and it wason this ac- 
count that so much discontent had been experienced, 
and so’many complaints made against the superin- 
tendence of military cfficers over the construction 
of the public hightways. 

The armories were great workshops; and you 
might as well appoint an officer to superintend a 
mill, because flour and mea! are necessary to the 
subsistence of the army, as to appoiat him to su- 


perintend the manufacture of arms, merely be- 


cause he is instructed in the use of arms. 

Mr. RIVES ‘observed that he had intended to 
say a word or two upon this subjec’; but it had 
been so fully discussed, that he would retrain from 
adding more than to express the hope that the 
proposition would prevail, because he was tho- 
roughly convinced that the appointment of a mili- 
tary officer to a charge of that kind would be 
found “wholly inapplicable and inappropriate. 
‘Wherever such an experiment had been tried, it 
had been found to produce disastrous conse- 
quences. : 

Mr. BATES called for the ycas-and nays on bis 
motion to strike out the second section, and substi- 
tufe the modification offered by Mr. Youna; which 
were ordered. ` 

The question was then taken, and resulied in the 
affirmative--yeas 23, nays 14, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bates, Buchanan, Choate, Clay- 
ton, Crafis, Fulton, King, Mangum, Miller, Phelps, Porter, 
Rives, Simmons, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, 
Sprague, Tallmadge, Tappan, White, Woodbridge, Wright, 
and Young—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Benton, Berrien, Conrad, Critten- 


den, Evans, Graham, Huntington, Linn, McRoberts, Morehead, 
Preston, Walker, and Wilcox—l4, 


Mr. BUCHANAN moved to strike out the third 
section, and he hoped the chairman of the Military 
Committee would consent to its being streck out 
without rendering it necessary that he should detain 
the Senate with any remarks. 

Mr. PRESTON said he could not consent to the 
proposition. 

Mr. BUCHANAN conceived that every argu- 
ment employed in the other case was applicable to 
this. The present arrangement gave bread toa 
very large number of women in Philadelphia, and 
great interest was felt in that city that the office of 
Commiseary General should be continned. 

Mr. PRESTON observed that as this office at 
present exists, it was a mere reward for political 
services. The duties of the office can be just as 
well performed by the Quartermaster’s department, 


. without any additional expense. It is altogether 


useless, and somewhat expensive. It was true, 
there was some interest felt in Philadelphia. There 
was a system of industry introduced there by Gen- 
eral Irvin. But he understood the prices were 25 
per cent. higher than they need be. He entered 
into some details to show that the work would be 
better done, and cheaper, than it isat present under 
the Commissary General. For those reasons, the 
commiitee had recommended the abolition of this 
office. 

Mr. BUCHANAN insisted that, instead of the 
work costing 25 per cent. more, directly the con- 
trary was the fact. And if the chairman of the 
Military Committee made thata ground of argu- 
ment, he (Mr. B.) should ask an adjournment, that 


“he might have time to prove the fact. 


Mr. PRESTON. I take back the assertion, sir, 
sooner than adjourn before we dispose of the bill. 

Mc. BUCHANAN proceeded at considerable 
length to prove that the work was not only better 
done, but cheaper, by these women at Philadel- 
phia, than it could be in any other way. He was 
anxious for the passage of the bill. He regretted 
that extrancous matters had been introduced into 
the bill. He hoped. the same measure of justice 
would be meted out to Philadelphia as to Spring- 
field and Harper’s Ferry. 

Mr. PRESTON explained the circumstances 
under which the Military Committee had consider- 
ed it necessary to introduce these clauses into the 
bill. He had in his hand a letter from a manufac- 
turer, offering to take a contract blindfold, at a re- 
duction of 25 per cent. on the Philadelphia prices. 

Mr. ARCHER submitted to the Senator from 
Pennsylvania the fact that the eases were not anal- 
ogous. These ladies did not assemble together and 
complain to Congress that they were subjected to 
strict military discipline in the making of the clo- 
thing upon which they were employed. There could 
be no analogy in the two cases. All knew that 
the proper and the only purpose of this Commissary 
General’s office was, to have it as the receptacle 
of political patronage. 

Mr. BUCHANAN replied to the observations 
of the chairman of the Military Committee and 
the Senator from Virginia. The proposition was, 
to concentrate all the power in the bureaus at 
Washington.. The object was one of centraliza- 
tion. If the office of Commissary General was 
abolished, the business would not be continued in 
Philadelphia for one year. They would break up 
the whole system which has been pursued there, 
and give the contracts wholesale, and to some man 
who would bid for it blindfold—as had been remark- 
ed by the chairman of Military Affairs, [Mr. Pres- 
TON, ]—who would consent to furnish the clothing 
at 20 per cent. less than it was uow purchased; 
and who, to save himself, would cheat the Govern- 
ment in the quality. He then called for the yeas 
and nays on this question; which were ordered. 

Mr. CONRAD asked how the women engaged 
in makiug the clothing are to be either benefited or 
injured by the office of Commissary General being 
abolished? l these women continue to perform the 
work betier and cheaper at Philadélphia than else- 
where, will not the Quartermaster General give 
it to inem in preference to any more expensive, com- 
petitors? 

Mr. BUCHANAN was always unfortunate, in 
raising up hydras against him. It appeared now 
that there was another Richmond in ihe field. The 
object appeared to him to be to create centraliza- 
tion here under the army. It would not be a year 
tiil the making of this clothing was brought here 
from Philadelphia, even if it was to cost 20 per 
ceni. more. 

Mr. PRESTON replied, exonerating the Mili- 
tary Committee from any such views as seemed to 
be imagined. . 

Mr. WALKER advocated the motion of the Sen- 
ator from Pennsylvania. He heped, if it was ne- 
cessary to discontinue this office, some more suita- 
ble time would be taken for doing ii, and not when 
the effect would be to throw out of employment 
such a large number of helpless women in the city 
of Philadelphia, whose sufferings, no doubt, were 
sufficiently great, under the pressure of the times. 
He appealed to the Senator from South Carolina 


at this point, where it would operate so oppressive- 
ly on helpless females, f 

Mr, PRESTON briefiy replied; stating that the 
circumstances of the Government demanded re- 
trenchment of useless offices. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Bucuanan’s 
‘motion to strike out the third section, and resulted ` 
in the negative—-yeas 12, nays 17. 

Mr. BUCHANAN. moved an adjournment; 
which was negatived. 

Mr. BENTON observed that it was not the in- 
tention of the committee to impair the operations 
of the department in Philadelphia. If any one 
had offered to do the work 20 per cent. less than it 
is done for there, it must be in view of cheating the 
soldiers. 

Mr. BUCHANAN considered that unless the 
city of Philadelphia was designated in the bill, the 
work would be taken away; and on his motion, 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Sarorpay, June 25, 1842. 

Mr. ADAMS rose to a correction of the jour 
which was made. Mr. A. then moved that the 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whols, 
for the purpose of taking up the bill providing ih- 
demnity for French spoliations prior to 1800. 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia rose to a correction of 
the journal. He first wished a correction of that 
part wherein the chairman of the Committee o 
the Whole made his first report after the rising of 
the committee for want of a quorum. He would 
state the facts as he understood them, and ther ask 
for the reading of that part of the journal he wish+ 
ed to correct. When the committee first rose for 
want of a quorum, the chairman reported that he 
was instructed to report certain bills whieh had 
been acted onin committee. The gentleman from 
Massachusetts then rose to a point of order, and 
denied the authority of the chairman to report bills 
when there was no quorum. That point was sus- 
tained by the Chair; when the chairman [Mr. J. ©. 
Crank] acknowledged that he had reported incor- 
rectly, and, withdrawing ihat report, made an- 
other, stating that the committee rose for want of 
a quorum. These were the facts, as he understood 
them; and he wished them to be so stated on the 
journal. 

Tne SPEAKER said that the first report was 
not received, the cbjection having been made by 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, and sustained 
by the Chair. 

Mr. COOPER asked if it was not proper that 
the point of order raised by the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, and the decision of the Chair should 
go on the journal, 

The SPEAKER'S reply was not heard by the 
reporter; but was understood to be in the nega- 
tive. 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia would then ask the 
indalgence of the House to say a few words in re~- 
lation to the report of the chairman of the Commit- 
tee of the Whole, when the committee rose the 
second time; which report he also wished to have 
corrected, together with the unfair statement of 
what ceeurred, which he saw reported in the Na- 
tional Intelligencer of this morning. i 

Mr. JOHN C. CLARK objected to the gentle- 
man’s diseussing this subject. If he had any mo- 
tion to make for the correction of the journal, let 
bim state what it was, or rednee it to writing. 

The SPEAKER said that the gentleman wished 
to make a personal expianation. 

Rr. COOPER of Georgia procecded. The re- 
port in ihe Naticnal Intelligencer to which he had 
referred, did kim injustice in two particulars. In 
the first place, it sought to convict him of a denial 
of what the reporter distinetly said was true; and, 
in the second place, of a participation in what he 
called a row. [Here several eries of “Whals the 
question?” and “order; order?] Mr. C. hoped 
he might be permitted to say a word or two in ex- 
planation, for the reason that, during all the pro- 
ceedings of yesterday, whenever the Chair called 
to order, he took his veal; and whenever he asked 
permissiou to address the committee, ‘by way of 


explainiag his position, he did so in the most op- 
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derly and respectful manner to the Speaker and to 
the House. He was endeavoring to explain that 
if the committee intended to make such a report, it 
was due to the gentleman implicated that he should 
be permitted to explain the ground on which he ob- 
jected, which was simply this: that the consent 
rule, under which the committee was acting, oper- 
ated beneficially when operating equally, and that 
the North and the South should alike participate 
in its benefits; but that it operated unequally, 
when questions growing out of the peculiar institu- 
tions of the South were raised as obstacles to bills 
interesting to people of that portion of the Union. 
This inequality having been brought about by tke 
objections of the gentleman from Massachusetts 
(Mr. Apams] to the bill for the benefit of General 
Waison, he did most calmly, deliberately, and re- 
spectiully proceed virtually to abolish ihe consent 
rule, in order that, by it, one part of the country 
might not derive benefits from which the other was 
excluded. 


The objections that he then made were not 
through factious motives and through disrespect, 
but with the settled conviction that the rule did not 
work equally; and that a role that did not work 
both ways was nota good rule, and ought to be 
abolished. He therefore felt himself bound practi- 
cally to repeal it. In regard to the attempt of the 
repoiter of the Intelligencer to connect him disad- 
vantageouSly with what he was pleased to term a 
row, he would call on the gentlemen who stood op- 
posed to him on this flvor to say whether, since he 
first took his seat in the hall, he had not been the 
uniform advecate of order, and whether he had not 
always sustained the Chair in preserving it; whether 
he had ever been the participant in any row, wuless 
it could be said that a conscientious discharge of 
his duty could be called so. If that could be called 
partaking in a row, then the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetis, for objecting to the bill for the relief of 
General Watson, was also guilty of engaging ina 
row. The gentleman, no doubt, did this in the 
conscientious discharge of his duty; and though he 
appealed to him for permission to make a brief ex- 
planation, which he thought would. have removed 
his objections; and though the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee [Mr. Carvraxrs] made the same appeal, yet 
he perunaciously refused to allow one word of ex- 
planation to be made. Seeing, then, that the rights 
of one of his constituents were thus thrown away, 
the interests of his section of the country despised, 
and the rule under which they were acting rendered 
unequal in its operation, he felt it to be his daly to 
put an end to it in the only way in his power—and 
that was, by objecting to every bill as it should 
come up, 


So much for the row that it was thus sought to 
connect him with; and he would observe, in pass- 
ing, that if ever he got ibio a row in that House, it 
would be a very silent one on his part; what he 
would do would be out of doors. Now, as to the 
other part of the report, in which the reporter 
sought to convict him of a denial of what was 
true. Flere was the report of the Intelligencer, 
which be would send to the Chair to be read, in or- 
der that the House might see how defective, how 
unfair, and how devoid of truth, it was. Mr, C. 
then tent up the National Intelligencer to the table, 
from which the Clerk, by his direction, read the 
following port on of the report of yesterday’s pro- 
ceedings: 


“A bill to confirm Elizabeth Burriss, her heirs or assigns, in 
their claim to a tract of land. i 

Mr. M, A. Cooper of Georgia having then given notice that 
he would object to every bill, unless leave should be given to 
reply to an objection raised by Mr. ADAMS to a certain biil, (of 
the title or the objection thereto the reporter heard nothing) — 

Mr. Prorrit moved that the committee rise; on which mo- 
tion the vote stood—ayes 57, noes 51. 

So the majority of those present voted in the affirmative; but 
there was no quorum. 

The committee then rose, and the Chairman reported the ac- 
tion on the several bills before referred to. 

Mr. ADAMS challenged the report, on the ground that, no 
qnorum being present, the Chairman had no right to report ac- 
tion on these bills 

The Spraxerso decider 

And, after a brief conversation between Mr. Jons C. CLARK 
and the SPEAKER, the repovi of the Chairman was considered 
as having been so modified as to report the fact that the com. 
mittee, having no quorum, had risen. 

Mr. ApaMms moved that there be a call of the House. 

Mr. Finimors asked the yeas and nays, which were ordered; 
ands being taken, were—yeas 105, nays 47. a 7 

So the call was ordered. 
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meretee i e eeg 


Whenaname or two had been called, further proceedings 
were suspended. ' ? 4 

The Chairmanresumed his seat in committee. 

And to every bill, as its title was read, . £ 

Mr. M. A. Cooper rose and objected, [or, rather, in many in- 
stances, he had not time to take his seat, but, retaining the floor, 
objected ev masse to every thing. ] ie 3 

The Chairman at last brought up a bill in relation to the 


GEORGIA MILITIA. 


The title of the bill is as follows: ‘A bill for the payment of - 


seven companies of Georgia militia for services rendered in the 


1840 and 1841. f 
Y Mi. M. A. Cooper, as the reporter distinctly understood, 


objected. 
‘Nir. James objected, {as did, also, other members. } 


After a brief conversation— Pace 

Mr. James said, I withdraw my objection. | 

Mr. M. A. Cooper. Then | withdrew my objection. 

Mr, AnpReEws of Kentucky renewed it. 

The same scene was enacted until the calendar was gone 
through with— . rahe ts ; 

Mr. M. A. Cooper successively objecting to every bill as its 
title was read. ` 2 . 

Mr, Everett thereupon moved that the committee rise, with 
a view, he said, of moving that the House resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. $ 

Mr. Brigas moved to amend the motion by adding, ‘and that 
the committee also state the reason why it was not able to take 
up any other bill.’ 7 

The amendment was agreed to by an apparent acclamation. 

The committee then rose, and the Chairman reported action 
on the said several bills before referred to. And also said that 
he was specially instructed to report that the committee had 
taken up the private calendar, and gone over it; but that, in con- 
sequence of objections interposed by a gentleman from Geor- 
gia, they had been unable to transact any business. 

A sort of tow followed, involving many points of order, the 
truth of the Chairman’s report, and especially the truth of the 
fact as to objection having been made by Mr. M. A. Cooper to 
the Georgia militia bill—that gentleman denying that he had 
objected. After a good deal of trouble, and the Speaker hav- 
ing decided that the matters of fact would he a proper subject 
of question, if objected to, when they should appear on the 
journal. i F 

The House resolved itself into Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and (the tariff bill having been laid aside 
for the day) proceeded to the consideration of” &c, 

Now, the House would observe that it was re- 
ported here that, in the first place, the ‘‘reporter 
distinctly understood” that Mr. M. A. Coormr ob- 
jected to the bill providing for the Georgia claims, 
when it was called; secondly, that when a con- 
troversy arose as to the truth of the fact that ob- 
jection was made by the gentleman from Georgia 
to the Georgia militia bill, that gentleman denied 
that he had objected. Now, (said Mr. C.,) this 
part of the report is wholly untrue. He would 
Staie what occurred, and every gentleman would 
be satisfied that he was correct in what he said. 
When this matter was first started by the gentle. 
man from Massachusetts to the bill of Gen. Wat- 
son, he declared that he would object to all bills as 
they might come up, and in this way he might be 
said to have objected to the Georgia militia bili; 
but ke himself did not understand this declaration 
to include that bill, fer some gentlemen raised the 
point of order that objections could not be made in 
the mass; and he accordingly assented, and object- 
ed to each bill separately. Farthermore, the point 
of order was raised that he could not make his cb- 
jections from his seat; and therefore, to gratify those 
who raised this objection, he rose from his seat on 
each occasion. While proceeding in this way 
with his printed calendar before him, his ear 
caught the sound of the Georgia claim. Some lit- 
tle pleasantry was occasioned by this announce: 
ment. Some gentlemen thought that he had 
got himself into a serious difficulty, and dare not 
meet the question, and, at the same time, that there 
was no way of his getting ouvof it. He then said, 
“Read that again, Mr. Chairman.” He wanted it 
read, that he might know what claim it was; and, 

econdly, he wished to give gentlemen around him 
an epportunity of objecting. Before the Chairman, 
however,could read it a second time, the genle- 
man from Pennsylvania [Mr. James] objected, and 
a genteman over the way objected, as did several 
others. 


Some gentleman asked if the Georgia claims 
were cbjecicd to. At that time he commenced an 
explanation, of net what the gentleman from Geor- 
gia did do, but of what he would do. Phe people 
of Georgia expected bim to do what was right, re- 
gurdiess of what other people thought. He was 
going lo say what he would do, but was called to 
order on all sides, and not allowed io proceed. The 
gentleman from Pennsylvania withdrew his objec. 
tions, and he (Mr. C.) believing that many present 
thought that he had objected, rose and said: “I 
withdraw my objection also.” This was done to 
remove the impressions existing in the mind of any 


one that any objection had been made on his part. 
This being the state of the facts, the reporter who 
had misrepresented him was bound in justice to 
correct his report. Notwithstanding Gen. Wat- 
son’s case had been first objected to by the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts; notwithstanding both be ~ 
and the gentleman from Tennessee appealed to 
him and the Flouse for liberty to make a brief er- 
planation; and-notwithstanding various objections : 
were made, and he was not permitted to explain, 
the reporter omitted it all. To say the least of it, 
the report wasone tliat the reporter ought to blush at. 
What made this case more peculiar was, that ona 
former occasion, when he made some remarks, he 
went to this same reporter, whom he now saw sit- 
ting at his desk, and asked him to show him what 
he had reported of hisremarks. The answer was, 
“ We don’t report you.” Now, he thought that re- 
porters were permitted to have seats here to report, 
impartially, the proceedings of the House, and not 
to give one-sided, incorrect versions of them ; and 
he also thought that, as this reporter had refased 
to report him for the purpose of doing him justice, 
he should have refrained from reporiing him for the 
purpose of doing hima injustice. 


Mr. C. said, that if the people of Georgia, and 
the effect that this report might have on. him, had 
been alone concerned, he would not have taken the 
trouble to notice this poor, pitiful attempt to make 
political capital outof bim. The people of Geor- 
gia knew him well. In all the political controver- 
sies of the State, he had taken a part. His track 
was known everywhere, and the people of Geor- 
gia knew what to expect of him. He could not, 
therefore, be injured in their estimationin this way. 
But he desired to stand wellin the opinion of his 
fellow-members, and of the public at large; and 
tor this reason he had risen to correct the Intelligen- 
cer’s report. 


With regard to the report of the chairman of the 
Committee of the Whole, he must say that it did 
him great injustice. The chairman made that re- 
port without authority of the committee; and in 
spite of his persevering inquiry, which he was in 
courtesy bound to answer, he maintained his seat 
in silence, and made that report, which he would 
venture to assert there were not ten men in the 
House who would justify it. It must be remarked, 
too, that when the report of the chairman was chal- 
lenged by the gentleman jrom Massachusetts, at a 
previous stage of the proceedings, he acknowleged 
that it was not correct, withdrew it, and substituted 
another. 


Mr. BLACK rose for the purpose of correcting 
the journal so asto make it conform to the-facts 
stated by his colleague, ż. e. that the objection to 
the bill for the relief of Mr. Watson was first raised 
by the gentleman from Massachusetts; after which, 
his colleague made his objections to the snbsequent 
bills; and further fô state the fact that his colleague 
objected to every case called up, with the exception 
of the bill providing for the claims of the State of Geor- 
gia, which his colleague did not object te. The 
report of the chairman of the Committee of the 
Whole stated that “he was specially instructed by 
the committee~to report that it had gone through 
with the private calendar; but that, owing to ob- 
jeclions raised by the gentleman from Georgia to 
every bill that came up, they were unable to do 
any business.” He wished the journal to be cor- 
rected in these particulars. 

Mr. ADAMS denied that he had objected to the 
claim for the relief of General Watson. When 

“the bill came up, he had moved to strike out the 
enacting clause; anè then the chairman decided 
that the bill must lie over. 

Mr. BLACK insisted that the gentleman from 
Massachusetts did object to that bill. f 

The SPEAKER said that both of the gentlemen 
were out of order. As to the motion of the gen- 
teman from Geurgia, it cculd not be entertained, 
for the journal was correct in stating what was 
the report made by the chairman of the Committee 
of the Whole. The gen:leman admitted that the 
chairman did make that report, and, therefore, it 
was correctly stated on the j-arnal. The gentle. 
man, as he understood him, was objecting to the 
correctness of the report; and, therefore, he should 


at a proper time have moved to have that cor- 
rected, . 

_ Mr. BLACK wanted to know when it would be 
in order to move to correct the report. If no ob- 
jection were made, he would, by general consent, 
move to correct it now. [Objeciions were made 
by n with repeated calis for the orders of the 

ay. i 

_ Mr. J. C. CLARK made some remarks in 
Justification of bis report, and in reply to Mr. 
Cooper. In the course of his remarks, he remind- 
ed the gentleman that when the motion was made 
by the gentleman from Vermont [Mr. Everetr} 
that the committee rise, the gentleman from Mas- 
sachuseits moved t9 amend it, by adding, “and that 
the committee also state the reason why it was not 
able to take up any other bill;” which amendment 
was agreed to. 

Mr.M A. COOPER. Does the gentleman mean 
to say that the amendment of the genutieman from 
Massachusetts was direcily put, and passed as an 
amendment? 

_ Mr. J.C. CLARK said no, he only understood 
it so. : - 
. Mr. BLACK rose and moved to correct the 
journal, by .striking out that part in which the 
chairman of the Committee of the Whole gave the 
reasons why the commiitee rose, on the ground that 
the report was not the truth, and because it was 
Gut of order to make any such report. 


Mr. FILLMORE moved to lay Mr. Buacx’s 
motion on the table, which was carried without a 
division, 

A contesthere arose for the floor between Messrs. 
Frurmorz and Avams—the former contending that 
he had merely given way to the gentleman from 
Georgia to enable him to move an amendment of 
the journal; and the latter maintaining that he had 
the floor from last Saturday, when he intimated his 
intention to move to go into the Committee of the 
Whole on the siate of the Union on the bill fer the 
relief of claimants under French spoliations prior 
to 1800. 

_ Toe SPEAKER gave the foor to 

Mr. ADAMS, who moved that the House go in- 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union on the bill above named. 

The SPEAKER said a motion to go into com- 
mittee upon a specific bill would require two- 
thirds. 

Mr. ADAMS then moved that the House re- 
solv> itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

At the suggestion of Mr. GWIN, the question 
on this motion was postponed until several bilis on 
the table, reported from the Commitiee of the 
Whole Fouse, could be disposed of, and sundry 
executive documenis received. 

The following bills were read a third time, and 
parsed: - 

An act for the relief of the president and direct- 
ors of the Agrienltural Bank of Mississippi; 

An act io confirm James Journey in his claim to 
a tract of land; and 

, An act to confirm Elizabeth Barriss, her heirs 
and assigns, in their claim toa tract of land. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a enam- 
munication from ihe Secretary of the Treasury, in 
answer to a resolution of the House adopted on the 
20th of August, 1841, calling upon that officer for 
a revision of the existing jaws in relation to officers 
of the customs, with a view to their redaction. 
The communication, with the draught of a bill ac- 
companying it, was referred, on motion of Mr. 
FILLMORE, to the Commitiee on Commerce. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, in an- 
Swet to a resolution of the House, adopted cn the 
2) of September, 1841, calling upon that officer for 
a statement of the debts of the several States and 
Territories, i : 

On motion of Mr. ADAMS, the communication 
was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

The question now recurring on Mr. Apams’s mo- 
tion to go iaio Committee of the Whoie on the 
State of the Union— 

Mr. FILLMORE said he desired to suggest to 
the House the necessity of immediate action upon 
the amendment of the Senate to the provisional 
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tatiff bill. Unless the bill was passed immediately, 
its provisions could not be communicated to the 
distant ports of the Union. He hoped the House 
would consent to take up the bill and amendment. 

Mr. PROFFIT said he would inform the gentle- 
man that a circular had already been issued to the 
officers of the customs, which would obviate every 
objection, and meet the contingency resulting from 
the failure to pass a tariff bill. 

Mr. ADAMS said he must insist on his motion. 

The quesiion having been put, only 17 members 
vosed in the affirmative. i 


THE LITTLE TARIFF BILL. - 

Mr. FILLMORE called for the reading of the 
Senate’s amendment to the bill entitled “An act to 
extend for a limited period the present law for 
laying and collecting duties on imports.” 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON inquired whether the 
business in order was not the resolution submitted 
and under consideration yesterday evening? 

Mr. ADAMS said he insisted on the question 
being taken on his resolution submited yesterday, 
and which would then bave been adopted by a 
large majority had a quorum been present. 

The SPEAKER replied that it was the business 
ofthe day,and the amendments of the Senate to 
the tariff bill—the reading of which had been call- 
ed for by the gentleman from New York, {Mr. 
FittMore}]—could not now be considered except by 
geherai consent. 

Mr. WISE inquired when the tariff bill could be 
taken up. 

Mr. HALL claimed the floor on the unfinished 
business of the morning hour of yesterday—the re- 
solution in relation to Virginia bounty lands. 

Mr. FILLMORE wished to know what was 
up; and 

Tne SPEAKER having replied that, after the 
expiration of the morning hour, the resolution of- 
fered by the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Apams] would be before the House— ; 

Mr. F. moved a suspension of the rules, for the 
purpose of taking up the Senate’s amendments to 
the tariff bill. 

Mr. ANDREWS ealled for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

The motion to suspend the rules was rejecied— 
yeas 127, nays 66, (not two-thirds,) as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Landaff W. Andrews, Sherlock J. 
Andrews, Appleton, Arnold, Baker, Barnard, Barton, Beeson, 
Bidlack, Budseye, Blair, Boardman, Borden, Botts, Boyd, 
Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, Milton Brown, Burnell, William 
Buller, William Ò, Butler, William B Campbell, Thomas J. 
Campbell, Caruthers, Casey, Childs, Chittenden, Jolin C.Clark, 
S7 N. Clarke, Jas Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Daniel, G, Davis, 
Richard i. Davis, Deberry, Everett, Ferris, Fessenden, Fill- 
mere, Fornance, A. Lawrence Foster, Gentry, Giddings, Gog- 
gin, Patrick G. Goode, Graham, Granger, Green, Hall, Halsted, 
Hays, Howard, Hudson, Hant, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph 
R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, Wm. W. Irwin, Jack, James, Keim, 
Joho P. Kennedy, King, Lane, Linu, Robert McClellan, Me- 
Kennan, Marchand, Samson Mason, Mattocks, Maxwell, May. 
nard, Meriwether, Mitchell, Moore, Morris, Morrow, New- 
hard, Osborne, Owsley, Parmenter, Patridge, Pendleton, Pick- 
ens, Piumer, Pope, Proffit, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, Ran- 
dolph, Rencher, Ridgway, Roosevelt, William Russell, James 
M. Russell, Saltonstall, Simonton, Stade, Sprigg, Stanly, Stoke- 
ly, Strauon, Alexander I, H. Stuart, John T. Stuart, Sum- 
mers, Taliaferro, John B. Thompson, Richard W., Thompson, 
Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Tripleu, Trumbull, Uader- 
wood, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, Warren, Washington, Edward 
D. White, James W. Williams, Christopher IL. Wiliams, 
Yorke, Augustus Young, and John Young—127. 

NaYS—Messis. adams, Arrington, Black, Bowne, Brewster, 
Aaron V. Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, Patick U. Caldwell, 
Cary, Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Mark A. Cooper, 
Cravens, Cross, Dean, Doig, Eastman, Joha Edwards, Eg- 
bert, John G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Thomas F. Foster, 
William O. Goode, Gordon, Gwin, Harris, Nolmes, Hopkins, 
Houck, Houston, Hunter, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, 
Lewis, Littlefield, Avraham McClellan, McKay, McKeon, Mal- 
Jory, Alfred Marshall, John Thomson Mason, Mathews, Medill, 
Payne, Read, Reding, Reynolds, Riggs, Rogers, Sanford, 
Shaw, Shields, William Smitb, Snyder, Steenrod, Sweney, 
Turxoey, Van Buren, Ward, Watterson, Joseph L. White, Wise, 
and Wood—66. 

Mr. FILLMORE then called for the orders of 
the mor:ing hour. 

VIRGINIA MILITARY BOUNTY LANDS. 

Tne House resumed the consideration of the fol- 
lowing resolution, offered sorse days since: 

Resolved, ‘Thata select committee be appointed to inquire 
into the amount and character of the expenditures which have 
been made by the Government, in satisfaction of bounty 
laud claims allowed by the State ol Virginia; what amount of 
like claims are still outstanding; whether any further legisla- 
tion of Congress is necessary to secure the treasury against the 
payment of improper or unfounded claims of that description, 
[to which wasadded, on the motion of Mr. W. O. Goopg,] or to 
satisfy outstanding claims, which are just and well founded; and 
thatsaid committee have leave to report by billor otherwise. 
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Mr. HALL, who was entitled to the floor, ad- 
dressed the House, during his hour, in opposition to 
the resolution, and in reply to Messrs. Gcaain, © 
Giumer, and Goons of Virginia. ` 

He obtained the floor by virtue of an agreement 
with Mr. J. Coopzr, who had moved the previous’ 
question, to renew it when he had finished, if Mr. 
Cocrer would withdraw that motion, to give him 
the opportunity to speak; but, at the close of his 
Speech, a question arose whether his hour had not 
expired before he made the motion; afd other gen- 
tlemen, in consequence, claimed the floor. 

Mr. WISE desired permission to say a few 
words in defence of his colleague [Mr. GILMER] 
against certain imputations which the gentleman 
from Vermont had made on his character and rep-” 
utation, and which were wholly false. 

Mr. FILLMORE asked if the morning hour 
bad not expired. ; 

The SPEAKER answered in the affirmative. 

Mr. FILLMORE then asked the House to take 
up the bill from the Senate to extend, for a limited 
period, the present revenue laws. 


The SPEAKER was understood to say that the 
business next in order was the motion of the gen- 
tleman from New York [Mr. Bowne] io reconsider 
the vote by which the House yesterday rejected the 
bill entitled An act for the relief of Hugh Stewart. 

Mr. FILLMORE appealed to the gentleman 
from New York to allow the bill from the Senate 
to be taken up. $ 


Mr. BOWNE inquired if there was any proba- 
bility of its being debated. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he hoped not. 

Mr. BOWNE said, with that understanding, he 
would consent. 

The Cierk commenced reading the amendment 
of the Senate. 

Mr. WISE rose, and ingwired how that bill came 
up. 

The SPEAKER replied that it came up, there 
being no objection. 

Mr. WISE said, Then I object. 

Mr. FILLMORE submitted that the objection 
came too late. 

Mr. WISE denied that it came too Jate; for he 
objected as soon ashe knew the bill was before the 
House. 


Mr. FILLMORE (with much warmth) said, if 
the gentleman would stand on that foor and pre- 
vent the collection of revenue, with the gentleman 
be the responsibility: he (Mr. Fintmorg) had done 
his ducy; and he now moved that the House resolve 
itvelf into Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. WISE. Ah! that isno bugbear to me. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL (greatly excited.) I 
move to suspend the rule to take it up. 

Mr. BOWNE hoped that his motion would be 
disposed of first. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL begged the gentleman 
from New York to allow this bill to be taken up, 

The Clerk again essayed to read the proviso. 

Mr. WISE again rose and inquired if that was 
the regular order of business? 

The SPEAKER was understood, amidst great 
confusion, to state that the business having prior- 
ity had been waived; and, therefore, that this busi- 
ness came up in order. 

Mr. TURNEY inquired what became of the 
other orders of business? 

Some .confusion again ensued; and, when order 
was comparatively restored— 

Mr. ADAMS called for the unfinished business 
of yesterday, which was undisposed cf at the ad- 
journment for want of a quorum. Tae business 
to which he alluded was the following resolution: 

Resolved. That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to re- 
port to this House, at the commencement of the next session of 
Congress, a return of the numbers and names of all the petty 
officers, seamen, ordinary seamen, Jandsmen, and apprentices 
in the naval service ef the United States; distinguishing the na- 
tive from the naturalized individuals in the said service, and, 
among the natives of the United States, the State, Territory, or 


District of Columbia, where each individual was born, of which 
an inhabitant, and of which a citizen at the time of his enlist- 


ment, 
To this, Mr. Cave Jounsin had submitted an 
amendment; which he now modified as follows: 


Resolved, That the Secretary report the names, age, ton- 
nage, and number of guns of each vessel, and where built; 
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whether finisued. or. unfinished; showing.the cost of building 
such. vessel and the annual repairs thereof, divided intotwo 
heads, which will show the amount expended for materials and 
the. amount for labor, and also the.sum expended for the arma- 
ment of each ship. 


. Mr. C. JOHNSON said he had so modified the 
amendment, since it was offered on yesterday, as to 
meet the views of gentlemen as far as it went; that 
he would seek some other opportunity of asking 
the additional. annual statement he had proposed 

-on-yesterday. He did not desire to delay. or post- 
pone the adoption of the resolution of the gentleman 
from’ Massachusetts. At the request of the gentle- 
meh around him, instead of debatiag either propo- 
sition, he would move the previous question. 

Mr. WISE desited to say afew words on the 
resolution; and, for that purpose, desired the gentle- 
man from Tennessee to withdraw his motion for 
the previous question. . i 

The motion was not withdrawn, but was sustained 
by the House. The amendment of the gentleman 
from Tennessee [Mr. C. Jonnson] was then adopt- 
ed; and also the resolution, as amended. 

THE PROVISIONAL TARIFF. 

This bill was then taken up, aud the Clerk read 
the amendment of the Senate, as follows: 

The House had inserted the following proviso— 


“Provided, That nothing herein contained shall suspend the 
distribution of the proceeds of the public lands, anything here- 
io contained, and anything contained in the proviso to the sixth 
section of the act approved 4th September, 1841, entitled ‘An 
act toappropriate the proceeds of the sales of the public lands, 
and to grant pre-emption rights, to the contrary, notwithstand. 
ing” 

_ The Senate had stricken out this proviso, and in- 
serted, in Heu thereof, the following: 


“That the distribution of the. proceeds of the public lands, au- 
thorized. and directed by the act of Congress of the 4th Septein- 
ber, 1841, entitled ‘An act to appropriate the proceeds of the 
public lands, and to grant pre-emption rights,’ shall be, and the 
same is hereby, suspended and postponed until the Istday of 
Atigust, 1842; and the said act of the dih September, 1841, shall 


be no otherwise affected or modified than merely to postpone to | 


the said first of August next the distribution of said proceeds 
directed by that act to be made on the Ist July, 1942, anything 
in this act, or the said act of the 4th September, 1841, to the con- 
trary, notwithstanding,” 


Mr. YORKE moved the previous question. 

Mr. WISE rose to ask if there could not be a 
division of the question—first, on striking out the 
proviso of the House; and next, on the adoption of 
the proviso of the Sena'e. 

The SPEAKER was understood to put the ques- 
tion on concurring with theamendment of the Sen- 
ate. 

Mr. GWIN asked if it was in order te moveto 
lay the bill on the table. 

A conversation here ensned between Mr. CAVE 
JOHNSON and the SPEAKER, the purport of 
which was not understood, 

Mr. WELLER then moved to lay the whole 
subject onthe table, aud called for the yeas and 
nays thereon; which were ordered.. 

The motion was negatived—yeas 84, nay 113, 
as follows: 


YEAS—Measrs. Arrington, Beeson, Bidlack, Black, Bowne, 
Brewster, A. V. Brown, Chs. Brown, Burke, P. ©. Caldwell, J. 
Campbell, Cary, Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Colquitt, 
-Mark A. Cooper, Cravens, Daniel, Richard D, Davis, Dean, 
Doig, Fastman, John ©. Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, John G. 
Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Thomas F, Foster, William O. Goode, 
Gwin, Habersham, Harris, John Nastings, Hays, Holmes, 
Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hunter, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jack, 
Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Keim, Lewis, Littlefield, Abra- 
hat McClellan, Rubert McClellan, McKay, McKeon, Mallory, 
Marchand, Alfred Marshall, Mathews, Medill, Miller, New- 
hard, Oliver, Patridge, Payne, Pickens, Plumer, Profit, Reding, 
Rencher, Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, Sanford, Shaw, 
Shields, Wm. Smith, Snyder, Steenrod, Sweney, Turney, Van 
Buren, Warg, Weller, Joseph L. White, James W. Williams, 
and Wise—8}. 

NAYS—Messrs, Adams, Allen, Landaf W. Andrews, Sher- 
lock J. Andrews, Appleton, Arnold, Baker, Barnard, Barton, 
Birdseye, Blair, Boardinan, Borde, Bous, Briggs, Brockway, 
Bronson, M. Brown, Burnell, Wm. Buter, Wm. B. Campbell, 
Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Casey, Childs, Chittenden, 
John C. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, James Cooper, Cowen, 
Cranston, Cross, Garrett Davis, Debetry, John Edwards, tiver- 
ett, Fessenden, Fillmore, Fornance, A. Lawrence Foster, Gam- 
ble, Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Patrick G. Goode, Graham, 
Granger, Green, Hail, Haisted, Howard, Hudson, Joseph R, 
Ingersoll, James Irvin, James, Wm, Cost Johnson, Jobn P, 
. Kennedy, Lane, Lina, McKennan,S. Mason, Mattocks, Maxwell, 
Maynard, Meriwether, Mitchell, Moore, Morris, Morrow, Os- 
borne, Owsley. Parmenter, Pendleton, Pope, Ramsey, Benja- 
min Randal, Randolph, Rayner, Ridgway, Roosevelt, Wm. 
Russell. James M. Russell, Salstenstall, Shepperd, Simonton, 
Siade, Truman Smith, Sprigg, Stanly, Stokely, Stratton, Alex- 
ander H. H. Stuart, John T. Stuart, Summers, Taliaferro, 
Richard W. Thompson, Tillirghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Trip- 
lett, Trambah, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, Warren, 
Washington, Edward D. White, Christopher H. Williams, 
Trepi _ Williams, Yorke, Augustus Young, and John Young 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


The question then recurred. on the motion for 
the previous question, which was agreed to. 

The next question was the following: “Shall the 
main question be now put?” 

Mr. TURNEY called for the yeas and nays; 
and they were ordered... : , : 

The House determined that the main question 
should be now put—ayes 105, noes 90. 

The main question then coming up, on concur- 
rirg in the amendment of the Senate— _ ; 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON called for the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered. R 

Mr. TURNEY desired to be excused from voting 
on this question, and proceeded to give his reasons 
for making this request. When the bill was first 
passed by the House, it was passed under the infiu- 
ence of the gag; and when sent to the Senate, an 
amendment was made there to what he conceived 
an obnoxious feature of it—he meant the proviso 
in relation to the distribution of the proceeds of the 
public lands—which he and many members of the 
House had not yet had an opportunity of seeing or 
hearing. Since it had been returned to the House, 
that amendment had not been printed nor discuss- 
ed; nor, when read at the Clerk’s table, had any 
member been able to hear it, amid the noise and 
confusion usually prevailing on cecasions of this 
sort. But notwithstanding all this, the instant the 
bill was called up, the previous question was moved 
and carried; and thus the amendment would be 
hurried through without any consideration, or any 
understanding of its merits. He wished to have 
an opportunity of comparing the amendment of the 
Senate with the proviso of the House, in order that 
he might judge which was the least objecticnable, 
and take his choice of the two evils. This, by the 
operation of the gag, he had not been permitted to 
do. Now, if gentlemen were prepared to deter- 
mine this question, they had more sagacity than he 
had; or they had taken the trouble to go to the 
Senate chamber to read it, which he had not done. 
Mr. T., afier expressing, in the strongest terms, 
his objections to this hurried and dangerous species 
of Jegislation, withdrew his motion. 


Mr. HOLMES ‘desired to get an explanation 
frorn the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means in regard to the effect of the amendment. 
This, he hoped, would, by general consent, be al- 
lowed him. ` 

Objections were made by several, and cries of 
“Order! order! 

Mr. WISE said he would like to be excused 
from voting, because he did not know what the 
amendment was. 

{More cries of “Order! order!” and “Question ! 
question!”] _ 

The main question was then taken on concur- 
ring in the amendment of the Senate, and decided 
in the affirmative—yeas 104, nays 96, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs, Allen, Landaff W. Andrews, Sherlock J. 
Andrews, Appleton, Arnold, Baker, Barnard, Barton, Birdseey, 
Blair, Boardman, Borden, Butts, Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, 
Milton Brown, Burnell, William Bater, William B. Campbell, 
Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Casey, Childs, Chittenden, 
John C. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, James Cooper, Cowen- 
Cranston, Garrett Davis, Deberry, John Edwards, Everett, Fes- 
senden, Fillmore, A. Lawrence Foster, Gamble, Geniry, Gid, 
dings, Goggin, Patrick @. Goode, Graham, Granger, Green, 
Hall, Halsted, Hudson, Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, James irvin, 
Willam W., Irwin, James, John P. Kennedy, Lane, Linn, 
McKennan; Samson Mason, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, 
Mitchell, Moore, Morris, Morrow, Osborne, Owsley, Par- 
menter, Pendleton, Pope, Rameay, Benjamin Randall, Ran- 
dolph, Ridgway, Wm. Russel], James M. Russell, Saltonstall, 
Shepyerd, Simonton, Slade, Traman Smith, Stanly, Stokely, 
Stratton, Alexander H. H. Stuart, John T. Stuart, Taliaferro, 
Richard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Trip- 
Jett, Trumbull, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, Warren, 
Washington, Edward D. White, Christopher H. Williams, 
Yorke, Augustus Young, and John Young—104. 

NAYS~—Messrs. Adams, Arrington, Beeson, Bidlack, Black, 
Bowne, Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, 
William O. Butier, Patrick C. Caldwell, John Campbell, 
Cary, Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Mark A. Cooper, 
Cravens, Cross, Cushing, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, Dean, 
Doig, Eastman, John ©. Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, John G. 
Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, Thomas F. Foster, Wm. 
O. Goode, Gwin, Habersham, Harris, John Hastings. Hays, 
Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Howard, {ubard, Hunter, Charles 
J. Ingersoll, Jack, William Cost Johnson, Cave Johnson, John 
W. Jones, Keim, Andrew Kennedy. Lewis, Littlefield, Abra- 
bam McClellan, Robert McClellan, McKay, McKeon, Mallory, 
Marchand, Alfred Marshall, John, Thomson Mason, Mathews, 
Medill, Meriwether, Miller, Newhard, Oliver, Patridge, Payne, 
Pickens, Plumer, Profit, Reding, Rencher, Reynolds, Rhett, 
Riggs, Rogers, Roosevelt, Saoford, Saunders, Shaw, William 
Smith, Snyder, Steenrod, Sweney, Turney, Van Buren, Ward, 
Wellen, oe L, White, James W. Williams, Wise, and 

ood—99, 


in. 


Mr. FILLMORE called up the bill making ap- 


. propriatiuns for the Indian department. 


The SPEAKER said that ihe regular order of 
business was the private calendar. 

Mr. ADAMS thought that the motion he made 
this morning to go inio Committee of the Wkele, 
to take up the French spoliation bill, should have 
precedence. . ; 

The SPEAKER said that the motion was to go 
into Committee of the Whole generally, and then 
the majority could decide what bill to take up. 
` Mr. BOWNE here rose, and moved a reconsid- 
eration of the vote taken yesterday, rejecting the bill 
for the relief of Hugh Stewart. In order that the 
House might the better understand the question, 
he desired that the report on Mr. Stewart’s case 
might be read. . 

The Clerk accordingly read the report. 

Mr. BOWNE addressed the House at some 
length in favor of the motion; and concluded by 
moving the previous question. 


‘Mr. TURNEY moved that this motion be laid 
upon the table: rejected. | í ‘ 

The previous question was then sustained. 

The main question recurred on the motion to re- 
consider the vote by which the bill was rejected; 
and 

On motion of Mr. GORDON, the question was 
taken by yeas and nays—-yeas 95, nays 43. 

So the motion to reconsider was carried. 

The question then recurred on the passage of the 
bill. 


Mr. W. SMITH called for the yeas and nays; 
and they were ordered. The bill was passed— 
yeas 87, nays 60, 

Mr. CLARKE of New York moved a reconside- 
ration of the vote. 

The SPEAKER decided the motion to be out of 
order, 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the House take 
up the Indian appropriation bill. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved an adjournment; 
but subsequently withdrew the motion, upon the 
ayes and noes being ordered. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON then moved that the 
House go into committee upon the navy bill. 

The SPEAKER said the private bill calendar 
would be in order. 


Mr. ADAMS moved that the House resolve ite 
self into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union: carried—ayes 64, noes 62. 

The House then went into committee, (Mr. Me- 
Kenwan in the chair.) 


Mr. KENNEDY of Maryland, who had the 
ficor on the tariff bill, having yielded, and that 
subject having been postponed for to-day, 

Mr. ADAMS moved that the committee take up 
the bill to provide for the indemnification of 
claimants under French spoliations prior to 1801. 
This motion was adopted—ayes 72, noes 70. 

Mr. LEWIS moved that the committee rise—(3 
eee This motion was rejectec—ayes 66, noes 

Mr. ADAMS called upon the Clerk to read the 
bill; and it was read accordingly. The House then 
dispensed with the reading of the sections sepas 
rately, 

Mr. ADAMS moved that the committee rise and 
report the bill; which opened the question, and gave 
him an opportunity to make some remarks thereon. 


He then went into an elucidation of the bill, and- 
caused the Clerk to reada long printed report which 


had been made to the House at some previous pe- 
riod. 


Mr. ARNOLD and Mr. TILLINGHAST also- 


addressed the commities; the latter gentleman being 
ccasionally overpowered by cries of “Question.” 
Mr. HUNTER moved that the committee rise 
and report progress; which was agreed to, 
THE APPORTIONMENT BILL. 


John Tyler, jr, esq., the Presidents private secre- 


tary, delivered to the House a message from the: 


President. We 
The Clerk read this communication; and it ap- 


peared to be one informing the House: that he had- 


| 
| 
, 
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signed the apportionment bill, and that he had filed 
his reasons for doing so in the State Department. 

Mr. ADAMS said this message was a novelty in 
the history of this country. The Constitution re- 
quired the President, if he approved a bil, to sign 
il, and not to accompany it with reasons, Ele 
spoke at great length on the dangerous precedent 
that might be thus set, and concluded by moviag 
that the message be referred to a select committee, 
With power to send for persons and papers. 

The debate was continued by Mr. UNDER- 
WOOD, Mr. WISE, and others, until half-past 
are when the House adjourned, without disposing 
of it. ' 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, June 27, 1842. 


DEATH OF THE HON. MR. HASTINGS. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, the reading of the 
journal of Saturday was dispensed with. 

A message was received from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, by its Clerk, announcing to the Senate 
the death of. the Hon. Witt S. Hastines, late 
a Representative from the State of Massachusetts; 
which, being read—~ 

Mr. BATES addressed the Senate as follows: 

Mr. Presipent: As we advance in age, the no- 
tices of the death of those who have been of our 
acquaintance become more and more frequent; and, 
give me leave to add, more and more admonitory, 
During the present session of Congress, the House 
of Representatives has announced to the Senate the 
death of no less than four of its members; and the 
Senate has been pained by the loss of one of the 
most worthy, most respected, and most cherished of 
its Gwn;‘and—it grieves me to think it—again of 
another. Mr.-President, these events, although 
they: cannot stop the progress of the hours upon the 
dial-plate, demand of us at least a pause—a panse 
for.our own sake; and-not for our own sake mere- 
ly-—a pause that we may do what we can in our 
affliction, by respectful tokens of sympathy and 
regard, to mitigate the affliction of others, the re- 
lations and friends of the deceased. 

Mr. Hastings, the subject of the message from 
the House, had been, from time to time, in iil- 
health. A few weeks since, by the advice of his 
physician, he went to the springs in Virginia, in the 
hope-that the use of the water would afford him 
relief. His hope was disappointed —as, sir, human 
hopes often are. He died on Friday, the 17th. Tae 
news of his death was received last Saturday. 

Mr. Hastines was unobtrusive, unpretending, 
unostentations, but of a very sound mind, and of 
great integrity and worth; most respected and most 
esteemed by those who knew him best. He was a 
native of the county of Worcester. For several 
years he was in the Senate of Massachusetts. As 
a member of Congress, he had the confidence of a 
most respectable constituency in the heart of the 
State; and well he deserved it. But, sir, all that 
we have now left us is to lament the loss of him, 
and do the customary honors to his memory. 

Mr. B. concluded by offering the following reso» 
lutions, which, having been read, were unanimous- 
ly adopted, viz: 

Resolved, That the Senate has received with deep sensi- 
bility the communication from the House of Representatives, 
announcing the death of the Hon. WILLIAM S. HASTINGS, a 
Representative from the State of Massachusetts. 

Resolved, That, in token of sincere and high respect for the 


memory of the deceased, the Senate and its officers will wear 
erape upon the left arm, as mourning, for thirty days, 


DEATH OF THE HONORABLE SAMUEL L. 
SOUTHARD. 


My. MILLER rose and addressed the Senate as 
follows: 

Mr. Presipent: I rise to add another shade of 
gloom.o that whieh already pervades this body—19 
anhounce to you the sad intelligence of the death of 
my colleague, the Hon, SamueL L. Sournarp. He 
died yesterday, at 20 minutes before ten o’clock, at 
Fredericksburg, Virginia. It is but one short month 


| -since he occupied that honored seat which you 


now fill. He left us, to be sure, somewhat 
broken down in health and constitution, thotigh he 


carried with him our. sincere hopes and fer- 


vent prayers that, after a short relaxation from 
his official duties, he would be restored to us 
with renewed health. But it has pleased a 
mysterious Providence to order otherwise. Our 
hopes have been disappointed by the decree of 
Heaven. Death has separated him from us for- 
ever—from the scene of his usefulness, leaving us 
nothing but to mourn over him dead, whom it has 
been our delight to honor while living. 


After announcing this sad intelligence, the feel- 
ings of my heart would pormpt me to sit down in 
silence, leaving the life and the virtues of my de- 
ceased friend to be spoken of by others, until a 
more fitting occasion; for to speak now of the 
many honors which he deservedly acquired, the 
virtues he cultivated, and the talents he devoted for 
So many years to the service of his country, would 
only sharpen our grief, and deepen our sense of 
the calamity which has fallen upon us. 

Tne Hon. Samuzt L. Sournarp was born in 
1787, in the county of Somerset, New Jersey. 
Born and reared under her free institutions—edu- 
cated in her schools—a graduate of her colleges— 
he was, in principle and feeling, emphatically a 
Jerseyman. Deeply appreciating his worth, his 
native State, at an early period, called kim into her 
public service. He was made judge of. the su- 
preme court at an early age; and, after serv- 
ing six years, with distinguished ability, he 
was, in 1821, elected as a Senator in Congress, 
in which capacity he served until President 
Monroe honored him by placing him in charge 
of the Navy Department, where his services 
were so highly appreciated that he continued 
to hold that office during Mr. Adams’s admin- 
istration. His conduct in that department is fully 
known to the country, and duly appreciated by the 
navy, the interests of which it was his honor and 
delight to fosier and promote. On the retirement 
of Mr. Adams’s cabinei, Mr. Soutmarp returned to 
his native State, and she received him with all 
the affection due to a faithful and dzvoted son. 
After successively filling the offices of Attorney 
General and Governor of that State, he was again 
electsd a member of this body; and after a 


j public carcer of usefulness for twenty years. in 


the vigor of bis mind, with ripened intellect, 
and in the enjoyment of the entire confidence 
of his fellow-Senators, it has pleased God to 
pat an end to his moral career, Another 

low has been struck: another seat is vacant: 
another voice is silent! Afflictive as this blow is 
to us, it has fallen with tenfold severity upon that 
little and anxious circle which stood around his 
dying bed, and soothed —as far as buman affection 
can soothe—his last moments. I do not intrude 
within the family circle to sympathize, but merely 
to speak of the private virtues which endeared him 
to his family and friends—of that intellect of high 
order, talents which could grasp the destinies of a 
nation-~°f those endearing virtues which drew 
around him sincere friends, and converted even 
enemies iato friends. 


Early impressed with the precepts of pious par- 
ents, their infiuence was never lost upon him 
through the course of his long and honored exist- 
ence. Deeply impressed with the truths of Chris- 
tianity, he was on all occasions its defender; and, 
we have reason to hope, he embraced the traths of 
our holy religion to the saving of his immortal 
soul, 

Mr. M. having concluded— 

Mr. KING rose asd addressed the Senate as fol- 
lows: 

Mr. Pamsipent: The eloquent and feeling man- 
ner in which the melancholy event has just been 
announced to the Senate by the Senator from 
New Jersey, of the death of the distinguished indi- 
vidual—his friend and colleague, who is now no 


| 
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VotumE 
more—leaves me nothing to say. I will not, there- 
fore, attempt, by any remarks. of my own, to im- 
pair the force of that eloquence. It has been. my 
fortune, for very many years, to be intimately ac- 
quainied with the distinguizhed man whose déath 
has been just announced. I have known him ia“ 
private life, and can bear testimony to his kind- 
ness of heart, amiableness of disposition, and 
uniform courtesy. I have known him in pub- 
lic stations, and can with the same truthfulness 
testify to his courtesy, and to the ability with which 
he discharged the various: trusts confided to his 
care. But heis gone; and it becomes our duty—— 
though it is a melancholy one—to pay to his mem- 
ory that tribute of respect so deservedly due. Į 
will not detain the Senate further, but “move the 
following resolutions: ` 

Resolved, unanimously, That a committee be appointed to 
take order for superintcndiag the funeral of the honorable 
Samuel L. Southard, which will take place to-morrow at 12 
o'clock; that the Senate will.attend the same, and that notice 
thereof be given to the House of Representatives. 

Resolved, unanimosly, That the members of the Senate, 
from a sincere desire of showing every mark of respect due to the 
memory of the honorable Samuel L. Southard, deceased, late 
President pro tempore thereof, will go into mourning for him 
one month, by the usual mode of wearing crape on the left 
arm, . 

Resolved, unnanimously, That, as anadditional mark of re- 
spect for the memory of the honorable Samuel L. Southard, 


the Senate do now adjourn. 

The question was put, and the resolutions were 
agreed to; and 

The Senate then adjourned. 


E HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Monpay, June 27, 1842. 
DEATH OF TRE HON. WM. S. HASTINGS, OF MASS. 

The Chaplain to the Senate, (the Rev. Septimus 
Tuston,) commenced the day’s proceedicgs with an 
affecting and impressive prayer, in which he deli« 
cately alluded to the melancholy evenis which had 
so recently taken placz in the death of a member 
of cach branch of the National Legislature, f 

The journal of Saturday was then read; afier 
which, 

Mr. ADAMS rose and spoke as follows: 

Mr. Speager: In the course of twelve years of 
public service in this hall, it has been my fortune. 
too often to witness, with sympathizing sorrow, 
some member from one or another of the States of 
this Union cther than that of my own nativity, rise 
fram his seat, and, with agitated feelings, and in 
the accents of a trembling heart, announze to this 
assembly the departure, for a world of harmony 
and peace, of a respected and beloved colleague. 
Ii is always an imoressive, a solemn, and an affecte 
ing scene; and I have never beheld it but with an 
ejaculation of prayer to the Father ef Spirits, that 
at least this cup might pass away from me; and 
that i might never be called, in the discharge of 
my duty, to pe:form so painful, so severe a task. 
li has net so pleased the great Disposer. of events. 
Atthe request of my ecoileagues on this floor, E 
am now. required to announce to this House the 
deaih of Wittram. Sopen Hustinas, late a mem- 
ber of this body from the ninth congressional dis- 
trict of Massachusetts, and to move the resolutions 
of respect for his memory, on the part of this 
House, usual on similar oceasions, 

In the month of September, 1837, at the first and. 
special session of the 25th Congress, Mr. HASTINGS 
first entered this hall as the Representative of a 
portion of the people of Massachusetts. That he- 
continued to enjoy the confidence of his constitu- 
ents, has keen manifested by two successive re- 
elections to the same station. The samie‘favor had 
been preceded by reiterated elections to both 
branches of the Legislature of the Commonwealth, 
It was a confidence in his talents and integrity, 
spreading and expanding in proportion to the ex- 
perience of his worthiness of the trust. He came 
here in the prime and vigor of life, to all external 
appearance destined to a long and useful career 
ef public service; taking an active and efficient, 

“though not obtrusive, part in the deliberations of 
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this body; and, amid all the conflicts, personal: and 
political—which we all so deeply lament—making 
` friends of all parties, ‘in proportion as he became 
mown to his associates in this ball; and, so far as 
J have known or heard, not one personal enemy to 
ihe.day of his death. 5 eee 
` "In the descending line of thegererations of men, 
Mr. Hastines was one step downwards from my 
own. _ More than thirty, years ago, his father, then 
my personal and. political friend, wasa member of 
this body, while I was representing the Legislature 
of our native Commonwealth in the. other branch 
of the National Legislature. In the ordinary 
course of human affairs, it. would have been more 
to be expected that he should have been called to 
perform for me the melancholy office of afflicted 
friendship and respect which I am now. perform- 
ing.forhim. He first came here with a bodily frame 
robust and athletic; bat, for the last two years, his 
health has been gradually declining. During a large 
portion of the present session of Congress, though 
faithfully here at his post, he has been disabled from 
giving his attendance atthe daily meetings of this 
House; and, about one month since, as the ravages 
of the destroyer were encreaching upon the sources 
of life within him, he repaired to the Sulphur 
Springs in Virginia, in the faint hope of recovering 
by the effect of those salubrious waters; but, under 
the operation of irremediable disease, on the 17:h 
of this month, he sank without a struggle into the 
xepose.of the grave, “by strangers honored and by 
strangers mourned.” t 


Mr. Hastinas was never married: his parents 
have long since paid ihe debt of nature. The 
Nearest and tenderest ties of human existence were 
not lacerated by his death; but he left a surviving 
brother—himself a man of the highest respec- 
tability, now or recently a member of the Senate, 
of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts—and he 
left multitudes of friends, in whose memory he 
will live as long as life remains with them, as, I 
humbly hope and trust, he will live forever in the 
‘plessedness of a better world, 


Mr. A. then submitted the following resolutions; 
which were unanimously adopted: 


Resolved, That this House has heard with deep sensibility 
the death of the Hon. Wintiam Sopen Hastinas—a member of 
this House from the State of Massachusette—which took place 
at the Red Sulphur Springs, in the State of Virginia, on the 17th 
Jastant. 

Resolved, That the members of this House will testify their 
rerpect forthe memory of the deceased, by wearing crape on 
the Jeftarm for thirty days, 

Resolved, That the Speaker of this louse communicate to 
the Executive of the State of Massachusetts thata vacaucy has 
occurred in the representation of the ninth congressional dìs. 
trict of that State. 


Oa motion by-Me-BRIGGS, 


name EHS House adjournede maoe 


IN SENATE. 
Turspay, June 28, 1842, 
FUNERAL OF THE HON. S. L. SOUTHARD. 


Agreeably. to notice, the committee of arrange- 
‘ments, pall-bearers, and mourners, attended at the 
Jate residence of the deceased, at 10 o’clock, a. m., 
to-day; at which time the corpse was removed, in 
charge of the committee of arrangements, attended 
by the sergeant-at-arms of the Senate, to the Senate 
ehanber where divine service was performed by 
the Rev. Mr. Tuston, chaplain to the Senate. 

At 11 o’clock, a. m., the funeral moved from the 
Senate chamber to the place of interment at the 
Congress burying-ground, in the following order: 


The Chaplains of both Houses. 
Physicians who attended the deceased. 
Committee of Arrangements: 


Mr. Kine, Mr. CLAYTON, 
Mr. TALLMADGE, 


Mr. Evans. 


Mr. Woongury, 
Mr. TENDERSON, 


Pall-bearers: 


‘Mr, BERRIEN, Mr, HUNTINGTON, 
Mr, PRESTON, Mr. CRITTENDEN, 
‘Mr. LINN. Mr. WRIGHT. 


The Family and Friends of the deceased. 


The Senator and Representatives from the State of New Jer- 
sey, as mourners, 
' The Bergoant-at-arms of the Senate of the United States. 


‘The Senate of the United States, preceded by the President 
eave as pro tempore, and their Secretary. 


i : he Mexgeant-at-arms of the House of Representatives. 
Fn Housa of ‘Reptecontatives, Precedéd hy their Speakerand 
Nn <.. Clerk 


BE. 


ONGRESSIONAL GLO 
= fhe President of the United States.. 
The Heads of Departments. ~ i 
Chief Justice and Associate Justices of the Supreme Court. 
Diplomatic Corps. q 
Judges of the United States. 


Officers of the Army and Navy. 
_. Citizens and Strangers. _ 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Turspay, Jene 28, 1842. 

A message was received from the Senate, an- 
nouncing the death of the Hon. SAMUEL L. SoutH- 
arD, latea Senatot of the United States from the 
State of New Jersey, and communicating the reso- 
lutions and arrangements for the funeral of the de- 
ceased’ adopted by that body. . 

Impressive addresses, suitable to the solemnity 
of the occasion, were delivered by Messrs. MAX- 
WELL of New Jersey and ADAMS. After the 
adoption of the usual resolutions, (of which, as 
wellas of the addresses, a copy could not be ob- 
tained,) the House adjourned, and proceeded in a 
body to the Senate chamber, to attend the funeral 
services there performed. 


IN SENATE. 
WEDNESDAY, June 29, 1842, 


The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the War Department, 
made in compliance with a resolution of the Sen- 
aie of the 24th inst., on the subject of the removal 
of superintendents of the armories at Harper’s 
Ferry and Springfield. The communication gives 
information that the civil superintendents of these 
establishments were rémoved on the 15th April, 
1841, by direction of the President of the United 
States; and that no successors kaye been appoint. 
ed to either of said places, but that they have been 
suffered to remain vacant, under a thorough con- 
viction that a superintendent, not subject to the re- 
sponsibilities of a military officer, was injurious to 
the public service. The communication also 
slates that, under the law of February 8, 1815, 
which places the public armories under the direc- 
tion of the Ordnance department, an officer of the 
ordnance corps was detailed to direct the concerns 
of each of these armories, by the authority of the 
President, under the regulations and instructions 
prescribed. by the same authority. 

On motion by Mr. BATES, ordered to lie on the 
table, and be printed. 

Mr. YOUNG presented resolutions adopted by 


the corporate authorities of the cities of Alexan- 
dria and Georgetown, expressing the assent of 
these cities to the transfer of the stock held by the 
United States in the Chesapeake and Ohio canal 


to the Stare of Maryland and the cities of- ibe 
= 7 N, anc exandria: ordered to 


lie on the table, and be prir ted. 

Mr. Y. presented a memorial from the mem- 
bers of the bar of the district court in the State 
of Illinois, praying for an increase of the salary of 
the judge of said court: referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. PORTER presented a memorial from the 
board of internal improvements of the State of 
Michigan, praying a remission of duty on three 
shipments of railroad iron: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Mr. P. also presented a memorial, signed by 240 
citizens of Wyoming county, Michigan, asking an 
appropriation for the construction of a military 
road from Fort Gratiot to the mouth of Grand 
river, in that State: referred to the Commitiee on 
Military Affairs. f 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented fifteen memorials 
from the city and county of Philadelphia, and the 
proceedings of a public meeting, in favor of a pro- 


tective tariff. The memorialists believe that a 
great portion of the present evils which exist in the 
country resulted from disturbing the tariff of du- 
ties of 1828: referred to the Committee cn Manu- 
factures. 

Mr. B. also presented a memorial from the coun- 
ty of Delaware, similar to others heretofore pre- 
sented by. him, asking protection to domestic man- 
ufactares: referred to the Committee on Manufac- 
tures. f 

Mr. McROBERTS, from the Committee cn the 
Post Office and Fost Roads, to which the memozial 


of the Nantucket Steamboat Company, asking 
compensation for carrying the mail, bad been re- 
ferred, reported a bill for the relief of said company; 
which was read, and ordered te a second reading. 

Mr. CHOATE, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported back, without amendment, House 
pill making an appropriation to supply the de- 
ficiencies in the navy pension fund. 

Mr. GRAHAM, from the Committee on Claims, 


-to which had been referred House bill for the re- 


lief of David M. Hughes, Charles Shipman, and 

John Henderson, reported the same back without 

amendment, and with a recommendation that it do 
ass. ; 

Mr. TAPPAN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, made an adverse report on the me- 
morial of the heirs of Philip Renaut, praying the 
confirmation of their title to certain land; which 
was ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 

On motion of Mr. BAGBY, all previous orders 
of the day were postponed, and the Senate took 
up, as in committee of the whole, the bill to 
amend an act entitled “An act to provide for 
paying for horses and other property lost in the 
military service of the United States.” oe 

There being no proposition to amend the bill, it 
was reported to the Senate, and erdered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

Mr. YOUNG, on leave, introduced a bill for 
the relief of Jehn W. Skidmore; which was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

On motion of Mr. MILLER, it was 

Resolved, That the President pre tempore of the Senate be 
requested to inform the Execntive of the State of New Jersey. 
of the decease of the Hon. Samuel L. Southard, late Senator of 
the United States from that State. g 

The joint resolution submitted by Mr. GRAHAM, 
some time since, was taken up, and read as fol- 
lows: ~~ 

“Resolved, (the House of Representatives concurring,) 
That the following he added to the joint rules of the two Houses 
of Congress, to wit: 4 . g 

“Whenever a claim against the United States, of any descrip- 
tion, has been, or'shall be, presented to either House, and refer- 
red to a committee, and such committee shall have made a re- 
port, in writing, against the allowance of the claim, and the 
same shall have been concurred in by such House, it shall not 
be in order to revive the consideration of such claim in that 
House, at. the same or any future session of Congress, either by 
bill, resolution, petition, or otherwise, except upon a memorial 
of the claimani—first setting forth, upoa evidence, that he has 
discovered new eyidence in support of his claim since the de- 
cision against jt, and a statement of the substance of such evi- 
dence; or, second, assigning specific errors in the report of the 
committee adverse to it, anda certificate of amember of that 
Tiouse that he believes that the former decision was erroneous, 
as charged in said memorial: Provided, That an order dis- 
charging a committee from the further consideration of a 
claim shallin nowise requirea compliance with this rule.” 

Mr. TAPPAN suggested to the mover_of the 
rike Out the words “and a certificate 
ofa member of that House that he believes that 
the former decision was erroneous, as charged in 
said memorial.” 

Mr. GRAHAM, though he thought. that the 
clause was proper, had no objection to the modifie 
cation, by striking it out. 

The question being on the resolution as modified, 

Mr. BAGBY demanded. the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 


Mr. TAPPAN said the only effect, if the reso- 
lution was adopted, would be to make that a joint 
rele which was now only a rule of the Senate. He 
thought there was a great propriety in. its passage. 

Mr. BAGBY maintained that, instead of closing 
the avenues to justice, which would be the effect 
of the adoption of the resolution, he thought they 
should be widened. He believed its adoption 
would be a barrier to shut out just claims, which, 
on some oceasions, are rejected for the want of 
full and proper investigation. 

The question was put, and the resolution was 
adopted—by yeas 26, nays 11, as follows: 


YEAS—Messre. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Fenton, 
Berrien, Buchanan, Clayton, Crafts, Crittenden, Evans, Fulton, 
Graham, King, McRoberts, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, 
Preston, Sevier, Sprague, Talimadge, Tappan, Wilcox, an 
Wright—26. : 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Choate, Cuthhert, Lian, Por- 
ter, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, White, Woodbridge, and 
Young— il. : 


The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from S. Cox, F. S. Key, and 
J. E. Dow, as a committee, covering a memorial 
adopted by a convention of citizens holding claims 


atron to 


Against the Government; which was read, and or- 
. defed“to'lie on. the table. i : 
“2 "Phe resolution submitted by Mr. Linn some 
Since, was taken up and read, as follows: 


“Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
-collect from authentic sources all the information attainable in 
“time to be communicated to the Senate during the second week 

-, of the next session of Congress, showing-- 

_ Ist. The progress in the cultivation asd manufacture ofhemp 
in the several States aud Territories of the United States, and in 
foreign countries or colonies. 

2d. The quantities of the raw material, as prepared for man- 
ufacture, and the quantity, value, and description ofthe manu- 
factures thereof, in the several States and Territories of the Uni- 
ted States, and in foreign countries, produced within the year 


3d. The quantity and value of hemp, and the manufactures 
thereof, with their description, imported into, and exported from, 
the United States within the last two years; the countries from 
which imported, and to which exported. 

4th. The quantity, description, and value of hemp, and manu- 
factures thereof, annually required or used in the navy of the 
United States; and what proportion of euch kind is of foreign or 
domestic produce or manufacture; and whether any compari- 
son has been instituted to. teat the quality or strength of the do- 
mestic and foreign article, with the result thereof. 
. Resolved, That the Secretary be requested to communicate, 
atthe same time, such general information as he may be able to 
collect in relation to the soil and climate most congenial to the 
growth of hemp, and the comparative. strength between the 
dew and water-rotted; the most approved method of preparing 
it from a crude state to that suitable for ditferent descriptions of 
manufacture; and such other information relating to the cul- 
ture, preparation, and manufacture of this article; and such 
views as he may deem useful to present, for the encourage- 
inept ane incidental protection. of this important and growing 
interest. ` 


Mr. LINN modified the resolution, by striking 
out the word “Treasury,” and inserting the word 
“Navy;” so as. to make the call upon the Secreia- 
ry of the Navy. 

Mr. L. further modified the resolution, by adding 
the following: 

Resolved, That the Secretary be also requested to ascertain 
and report the quantity of Manilla sea-grass, or Sisal hemp, as 
well as cordage, and other articles manufactured therefrom, and 
the value thereof, imported into the United States in the years 
1840 and 1841, disticguishing the quantity and value of each de- 
scription of manufacture, and of the raw article, as prepared 
for manutacture, or otherwise; and to ascertain its comparative 
strength, and other advantages, when compared with our do- 
mestic hemp, and the manufactures thereof; as also the natural 
history of the plante producing that article, to what country in- 
digenous, and what portions of the United States, as to soil and 
climate, would best suit its growth and production. 

. The resolution, as modified, was then adopted. 
The resolution submitted by Mir. Baapy, pro- 

posing to instruct the Committee on Indian Affairs 

_ to inquire whether John Ross bad received more 

. -than the amount for which be had contracted to re- 
“move the Cherokee Indians west of the Mississippi; 

and, if so, what excess over the amount spec fi-d 

in the contract; and that the committee be empow- 
ered to send for persons and papers, &c., was taken 

p. 

Mr. MOREHEAD opposed the resolution for 
the present; but would vote for it if it was so modi- 
fied as to make the call on the War Department, 
where he thought all the information was on the 
record, and could be had. 

Messrs. BAGBY and SEVIER had strong sus- 
picions that great abuses had been practised, and 
they had understood that John Ross had received 
$580,000 more than the price origiaally contracted 
tor. They thought that it was due to all sides that 
the investigation should be made by the Committee 
on Indian Affairs; especially so, as the War De- 
partment itself had been implicated; and to call on 
that department to make a report, would be to call 
for an ex parte report, as no doubt it would wish to 
screen itself from improper conduct. 

Mr. BAGBY could not therefore. consent to 
modify his resolution as suggested by the chairman 
on Indian Affairs, [Mr. Moreneap;] whereupon, 

_ On motion of Mr. MOREHEAD, the resolation 
was ordered to lie on the table for the’present, by 
a vote, on a count, of ayes 18, noes 16. 

The following bills were then taken up, as in 
committee of the whole, considered, reported to 
the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, vig: 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of John Scott, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of Alexander Hammett. 

-A bill for the relief of certain companies of 

Michigan militia. 

The bill to-refund to the State of Massachusetts 
the balance due her for disbursements during the 

- late war with Great Britain. 

_ Mr, PRESTON said it was ascertained at the 
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_ department that there was a balance due that State, 
in.conformity with the principle and practice here- 
tofore established. soos cea f 

Mr. KING rematked that several bills of like 


chusetts. They had passed bill after bill for the 
payment of those claims, and he should like to 


_ Mr. PRESTON reada statement upon the sub- 
ject, by which it appeared that there were $272,000 
ue. g 
Mr. SEVIER inquired of the chairman of the 
Committee on Military Affairs whether the bill 
covered the payment of the expenses ef General 


Strong; but, 

On the motion of Mr. PRESTON, and without 
going into further explanation, the bill was post- 
poned till to-morrow. 

Mr. ARCHER presented a memorial from Rich- 
mond, Virginia, acking that, in the adjustment of 
the tariff, protection may be given to the domestic 
industry of the country. 

The bill authorizing the inhabitants of fractional 
township ten south, of range one east, in the State 
of Arkansas, to enter one half section of land for 
school purposes coming up for consideration— 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana said that the Committee 
on Pubijie Lands had reported on this bill, that its 
passage was unnecessary, as there was a genera! 
law upon the subject. He would, therefore, move 
‘that it do lie on the table; and should ihe Senators 
from Arkansas hereafter find that the general bill 
did not cover the case, he would assist them to 
take this bill up again, and pass it. 

The bill was then laid on the lable. 

Mr. BAYARD, from the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, reported back to the Senate, 
wihout amendment, House bill to establish a 


police for the protection of publie and private prop- ° 


erly in the city of Washington, and for other pur- 
oses, 

£ The bill for the relief of Isabella Hill, widow, 

and John Hill, Elizabeth Hill, and Samuel Hill, 

children and minor heirs at law of Samuel Hill, 

deceased, was then taken up. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana said the principle 
upon which the Senate had heretofore acted was to 
refase interest upon claims. He bad voted against 
granting interest; but this, he believed, was a plain 
case where interest should be allowed. Justice 
required that interest should be allowed, and be 
should vote for it. 

Mr. TAPPAN moved to strike out so much of 
the bill as allowed interest. 

Mr. WOODBURY said this wasnot an ordinary 
ease of debt, with reference to which Congress 
had always icfuscd interoet, on the preenmption 
that the money was always ready to be paid over 
to the debtor. But this was a case of damages 
sustained by the claimants by the action of the 
Governmen!; and the rule of damages was cer- 
tainly to pay interest and principal. 

Messrs. FAPPAN, KING, and HENDER- 
SON were opposed to abandoning the principle 
adopted by Congress, of refusing interest, though 
it might operate oppressively in this case; and 
Messrs. WOODBURY and SMITH made some 
further remarks in favor of paying interest. 

The question was then taken, and interest was 
disallowed. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate, the 
amendment of the committee was concurredin, and 
the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

The bill relating to the judicial courts in the dis- 
trict of New Hampshire, was taken up as in com- 
mittee of the whole, and, on the motion of Mr. 
BERRIEN, was laid on the table. 


The bill to repeal the act entitled “An act con- 
cerning pilots,” approved the 2d day of March, 
1837, was taken up; and, on the motion of, Mr. 
WRIGHT, was made the special order of the day 
for this day week. - 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, the Senate took up 
the bill respecting the reorganization of the army 
and for other purposes; the question pending be- 


ing on concarring with the committee of the whole 
in their amendment striking out the second section 
of the bill, proposing to legalize the appoiaiment of 
officers of the board of ordnance to the superintend- 


character had been passed for the benefit of Massa~' | 


hear a statement of the balance die read. ` 


last week should be stricken out. 


“ency of the public afméries, and insertiig the fol- 
| lowing: ; : CR eae ER 


“That the duties of the offides of superintegilent at the armo- 
ries at Springfield and Harpep’s Ferry shall’ not‘be performed 
by officers of the ordnance carps, or other gflicers of the army; 
but shall be confined to the cjvil superintendents, of competent 
knowledge, as heretofore.” È d vow 


Mr. PRESTON explained thé views which had 
influenced the War Department to recommerd, 
and the Committee.of the Sénate on Military Ar- 
fairs to adopt, the clause*ip“the present bill, which 
the Senate in committee of the whole had decided 
The necessity” 
for some change in the superintendence of the 
armories, and the abuses and inconveniences which 
had resulted from the system of ciyil superinten- 
dents, had induced the board cf ordnance to try a 
system of military superintendence, which was 
found most satisfactory. The members of the 
board were satisfied that, under this new system, there 
woald be intermediate overseers competent to direct 
the mere mechanical and manufacturing operations. 
The experiment has been made during a year. 
The result is wholly satisfactory; and the board of 


` ordnance is now desirous of haviag the system 


permanently established. The operatives are, it 
seems, dissatisfied with the change; but this grows 
out of the necessity of conforming to new rules, 
by which their habits of life may, to some extent, 
be disturbed. The change, however, is intended 
to be for the benefit of the pablic. The interesis 
of the parties concerned are necessarily, to some 
extent, antagonist; the employees seeking to get 
the utmost amount they can for their labor, and 
the public interest requiring that the public work 
should be done with a due regard to economy, and 
with that despatch and regularity dependent on the 
adherence to rules. 


It may be that the change was too sudden—too 
harsh and imperative; but this is a thing admitting 


of an easy remedy. Yet he would take it upon 


bim to say, that there is not a well-conducted 
mannfactury, on a large gcale, in any part of the 
country, the rules of which are nol more strict and 
onerous. He was not for exacting as much labor, 
or on such terms of competition, as private estab- 
lishments exact. He thought the Government 
ought to act with dignity and liberality. He hoped, 
under all the circumstances, the Senate would not 
adupi the amendment reported from the committee 
of the whole. : 

Mr. BATES wished to recall the attention of 
the Senate to the true position of the armorers and 
military superintendents. Down to April, 1841, 
when the board of ordnance, after the return of the 
commission sent to Europe, when this principle 
of subjecting the armories to military rele was de- 
cided upon, not ene complaint of abuse, irregu-~ 
larity, or omission of duty, was heard against the 
civil superintendents, who for years had given 
general satisfaction to both the employers and em- ` 
ployed. There was no law to authorize any one 
but the Presidentof the United States to make ap- 
pointments; yet, in April, 1841, the board of ord- 
nance dismissed the civil superintendents, and ap- 
pointed military officers in their place. For this 
there was no law; and the board does not contend 
that it had any power of law for it; but says, these 
military superintendents were only sent as agents 
of the board of ordnance. In his opinion, this 
was an invasion of the Constitution, which vests 
the power of appointment in the Executive alone, 

He would not repeat more of what was said be- 
fore, on the subject of placing military men as su- 
perintendents over operations purely mechanical, 
than that nothing could be more inappropriate or 
inconclusive than the arguments brought forward 
in favor of the proposition. As to the motive 
urged by the Senator from Connecticut, that the 
change would be a saving of four or five thousand 
dollars a year, he would only remark, that the prop- 
ositions already before Congress were, that, while 
two officers are taken from the ordnance to make 
superintendents for the armories, fourteen are to 
be added to the Ordnance department. It was 
plain, then, that there was to be no saving, no 
economy, on that score. 

He read a synopsis of the duties to be performed 
by the inspecting officer of the Ordnance depart- 
ment-—the liewtenant-colonel of the ordnance, Te 


¿was required to report minutely any. abuses, . irreg:. 
wlarities, complaints, or defects, in the condition: of 
the armories; yet, down to April, 1841, not one. 
“word of complaint. was reported. by the. inspecting: 
officer, to justify the:assertion that abuses and: ir- 
regularities existed which required the change.” A- 
commission of inquiry was appointed in July. lasts. 
and it reported in September, , The commissioners 
went to Springfield, and they called the master ar- 

“morers and. inspectors before them—but none of 
the workmen. ‘Fhe whole thing was secret; and 
the-examination was carried on, in some instances,. 
under injunctions of secresy.. -He would hand in 

‘a. communication from the workmen on this. sub- 


ject; which, at his request, was read. 


He could not see the propriety of the proposed 
‘ change: on the contrary, he feared, instead of the 
work’being done cheaper and better, it would be 
"thé reverse, and that,- in the end, theré would be an 
inefficient armory.” in 
Mr. BENTON had stated the other day that the 
reason why the superintendence of the armories 
had been intrusied to civil officers was, that there 
were ho. ordrance officers to spare for the duties; 
but he. Should have stated the fact in a much 
stronger light, and shown that, at the time these 
armories were founded, there was no board of ord-: 
nance at all. LA 
The commission appointed to make inquiry in 
Joly: last, gave notice to all parties concerned. 
He read the first part of the report in confirmation 
cf this assertion. i 
© Mr. BATES hoped the Senator did not under- 
stand him as saying that no notice was giver. He 
chad distinctly stated that there was. What he 
deprecated was, the manner of carrying on the in- 
quiry. . 
Mr. BENTON read further extracts from the 


report; some containing questions and answers - 


made during the investigation. One of these ques- 
tions was, Why the workmen did not, as they 
easily could, earn more? The answer was, that 
there was an understanding about that: it was 
not considered prudent thatit should appear on the 
pay-roll that they were so well paid. Hence Mr. 
B. argued, that, under this system of civil superin- 
tendence, the establishment was considered a mere 
local and personal concern, to be turned to the ad- 
vantage of Jocated individuals. 

“He read a statement, asserting that there were 
no new or oppressive rules introduced; all the mili» 
tary superintendents did, was to enforce the old 
standing rules of the establishments. 

The whole controversy was, whether private and 
local interests should have the mastery over the 
Government of the United States; and whether 
- + phey-chould Have superintendents who would not 

do fustige to the public by enforcing the standing 

rales.’ f 

Mr. BATES feared that. the workmen would 
have butan indifferent chance of success, in a con- 
troversy with a powerful board of ordnance. If 
the reports of-the latter were to be believed, it 
would appear that these mechanics were all trying 
to cheat the Government; yet he would venture to 
say there was not a more high-minded, honorable 
set of men in the community, than these operatives. 
if the allegations brought forward against them be 
true, how will the board of ordnance excuse itself 
for suffering such a state of things to exist for so 
many years?—how will the inspecting officers stand 
excused for neglect of duty? Would not the fact 
prove that, if there were neglect and dereliction of 
duty anywhere, it was not among the workmen, 
bat must be laid at the door of the board of ord- 
nance itself? Who but that board fixed or ratified 

the rate cf prices? Is not the present tariff of 

prices the same as existed before the change of su- 

perintendents in 1841? If this tariff be, as as- 
` serted, one fixed by the workmen, must not tbe 
board cf ordnance have incurred the charge of 
negicct of duty by not itself adjusiing it ? 

Fle next proceeded to show that most of the an- 
swers te questions quoted by the Senator from Mis- 
souri are alleged by the workmen to be untrue. 
He only asked the statements brought forward by 

eboard of ordnance not to be considered alone, 

n connexion with the statements of. the work- 


~ It seemed to him so perfectly cle: 
_perintendency should not. be. under the control of 


| ing ruled by military discipline. 


y clear that’ the su- 


military men, that he could not help feeling aston- 


ished at the perlinacity with which the proposition 


to the contrary was maintained. ‘There wassome- 
thing very offensiveto mechanics in the idea of be- 
They will. not. 
submit toit Itis only because the present ope- 
ralives are Jocated,and cannot immediately. dis- 
pose of their dwellings, that they continue to work. 
When they quit, wandering mechanics, out of em- 
ployment, may be, from time to time, collected and 
put to work under military rule; but they will not 


form such armories as new exist. 


Mr. EVANS had but a few remarks to make. 
He could not concur with the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts in the view he had taken of the subject. 
The Senator had dwelt with great emphasis on the 


interrogation, Were not the board of ordnance and 


inspectors to blame if abuses and irregularities 
were suffered to exist? In the first place. he (Mr. 
E.) understood the person, on whose communica- 
tion. the Senator so much relied, was one of the 
discharged superintendents; and he, himself, must 
be to blame if he did not report. irregularities and 
abuses under his inspection. Bui he would refer 
to the report of Lieutenant Colonel Talcott to 
prove that these abuses and irregularities have. 
been subjects of complaint for years upon years. 
So long ago as 1832 they had come to such a pitch 
that this very change was then considered necessa- 
ry. He also maintained that, by a law of 1815, 
the board of ordnance was given full power to 
make the appointments which the Senator from 
Massachusetts contends no ose but the President 
of the United States can make. 


He next defended the character of the board of 
commissioners appointed to make the inspection 
last July, from the imputations against the gentle- 
men of that board by the workmen. He denied 
that they could have been either prejudiced, par- 
tial, or governed by sinister motives, in their in- 
quiry or report. The Senator from Massachusetts 
says be has no confidence in the report. That 
may be a good reason for his hostility to it. But 
-he (Mr. E.) had full confidence in it, and also 
in the characier and abilities of the members of the 
board of commissioners. 

He was satisfied that the results of the experi- 
meat for the year past would be such as to justify, 
to the fullest extent, the highest anticipations of 
those favorable to the new system of superinteud- 
ence. He entered into some details to show what 
had already been done. ; 

He had no confidence in the representations of 
the armerers. They complain of the rules; but 
they are old rules and _reenlations, long-sge-csteb 
ished, though not enforced; and if these workmen 
engaged in the establishment under a full know- 
ledge that they were to be subject to these rules 
and regulations, they have no right to complain, 
The rules are the same as those in force in every 
well-organized establishment of the country. 

Mr. BATES made a few more observations, in- 
troductory of a communication which he read, from 
the late superintendent of the armory at Spring- 
field. It was in the nature of a running commen- 
tary on the report of Col. Talcott. i 

Mr. WRIGHT observed that be had listened 
with care to the remarks from all quarters of the 
Senate to-day, and had come to the conclusion that 
he was in error on Saturday, in voting’ for the 
amendment. He was now satisfied that abuses 
and irregularities did exist; and he was, therefcre, 
disposed to allow the board of ordnance to carry 
out the necessary remedy in its own way. He 
should, therefore, vote against the amendment. 

Mr. KING said that the developments made to- 
day induced him to change his vote also. He 
agreed with the Senator from New York in the pro- 
ptiety of leaving to the board of ordnance the 
carrying out of the reform which circumstances 
seem to demand. 

The question was then taken by yeas and nays 
on concurring with the commiitee of the whole in 
the adeplion of the first amendment to strike out 
the second section of the bil; and resulted, yeas 13, 
nays 21, i 

So the amendment was not concurred in. 


Mr. BUCHANAN rose to renew the motion 
which he had made on Saturday, to strike out the 
third section of the bill, which proposed to abolish 
the office of Commissary General of Purchases, 

He would detain the Senate buta few minutes 
upon this question. He had desired the postpone- 
ment of the question on Saturday, that. there might 
be a full attendance of Senators; but he was sorry 
to perceive. that the seats were now as empty as 
before. He had received very minute information 
upon this subject; and for it he was indebted to the 
' Senator from Missouri, although he came to a 
very different conclusion to that at which the hon- 
orable Senator had arrived. The office in question, 
he believed, had been established at Philadelphia 
about twenty years ago. And it was admitted, on 
all hands, it. had been conducted in the best possi- 
ble manner. He had it upon the very best au- 
thority, that. all that was necessary to be done had 
been done, and that in the best possible manner. 
Indeed, it had been slated, and he believed with 
correctness, that it had only been since the estab- 
lishinent of the present office that the work had 
been done according to sample. There had not 
been a proper degree of responsibility, and the 
soldiers suffered in consequence. Since its estab- 
lishment he believed there had not been a single 
complaint or representation from any quarter, re- 
quiring a change. 

The War Department was entirely satisfied 
with the manner in which the work was done; and, 
he would ask, then, where was the necessity for 
making a change? Should they be called on to do 
so, merely upon the suggestion of the chairman of 
the Committee on Military Affairs? He would ad- 
mit very cheerfully that considerations of private 
convenience and private distress ought not to pre- 
vent the Government from acting in such a mane 
ner as may be deemed requisite for the public in- 
terest; but, so long as there was uo abuse to be re- 
medied—no injury to be redressed —what necessity 
~as there for breaking up this establishment, and 
roducing very grea! distress and misery among 
he great number of females now employed. The 
chairman had informed them that the work might 
pe done more cheaply—that contracts had been of» 
fered to do the work at 20 per cert. less than it is 
now done. As certainly as this scheme was adopt- 
ed, and the work given ont by contract, so certain- 
ly would the work be badly done, and the soldiery 
suffer, as they did before the establishment was 
formed. And he would ask if there was any great 
impropriety of placing the superintendence in the 
hands of a civilian? The quartermaster of the 
army, or one of his attachés, might be a very ca- 
pabie person for discharging this duty; but he is 

ated; hë comes to-day, and 
goes to-morrow, at the command of his superior, 
But, in an office of this kind, there should be a per- 
son permanently located, responsible, and liable to 
be removed in case he does not discharge his duty 
properly. He would ask again, then, why should 
there be a change? He hoped the Senate would 
not sanction a change, but leave well enough alone, 
until some inconvenience were shown to result 
from the continuance of the establishment. 

There might, at one time, have been political 
reasons for abolishing the office ; but no such rea- 
son could now be said to exist. The result of 
placing the superintendence under the control of 
the Quartermaster’s Department would be to cona 
centrate every thing here. The removal of the es- 
tablishment to this place would be the necessary 
consequence, and he believed its removal wonid 
occasion a great deal of suffering and distress. 

He had had an intention of saying a good deal 
upon this bill, and of the utter want, asit seemed 
to him, of a necessary and proper economy, that 
wouid follow from the disbanding of soldiers, and 
leaving the officers on pay; but he would take 
some other opportunity to do it. He hoped the 
Senate would strike out the section. 

Mr. BENTON did not know why the Senator 
from Pennsylvania should talk of removing the of- 
fice from Philadelphia: it was an office taken there 
about twenty years ago, for the purpose of having 
the work done on the most favorable terms. There 
was no special right that it should be there; bat 
Philadelphia is a city where facilities are accumu. 


lated—buildings haye been erected at a cost of: | 
$100,000—-and the langnage of the Quartermaster 
General is, that the work can be done there beiter 
and cheaper than elsewhere. He makes iio sort 
of proposition to remove the establishment. It 
„could not be removed here, without great impropri- 
ety, and under appropriations for the purpose, 
which Congress would not be likely to grant. The 
Quartermaster General is obliged to keep an offi- 
cer in Philadelphia, and his superintendent might 
as well have charge of the establishment as not; 
and this can be done by dispensing with the ex- 
pense of a Commissary General of Purchases. 
The object was, to put this establishmert under 
one of the bureaus. He was wholly opposed to 
allowing such offices to become political rewards 
for partisans. The citizens of Philadelphia, taking 
an interest in the matter, had suffered themselves 
to be unnecessarily alarmed. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he had listened atten- 
tively during the whole debate; and though he 
would confess some abuses had been pointed out 
in the superintendence of the armories, yet he was 
decidedly in faver still of a civil superintendence 
evén over the armories. He could not comprehend 
why a civilian was unable to enforce the rales and 
regulations with as much efficiency, and with as 
much satisfaction to the workmen, as a military 
man. Though he was willing to defer to the opin- 
ions of those who had spoken upon the subject, 
yet he was convinced that it was infinitely better to 
continue a civil superintendence. 

And here was an office in which there had been, 
confessedly, no abuse whatever; and it was one 
which, from its very nature, ought not to be in- 
trusted to a young and inexperienced officer. There 
was a degree of responsibility requisite, as well as 
permanent residence. Numberless contracts were 
required to be made; and the work to be done was 
in no way connected with military affairs, except 
to procure suitable clothing for the soldiers; and a 
civilian would be quite as good a judge in such 
matters as a military man. 

H the Senator from Missouri had the power, 
and his lite could be perpetuated as long as I could 
desire it should be—[Mr. Benton. That would be 
too long]—he could never expect to place that es- 
tablishment on a better footing, by changing the 
present superintendence. The inevitable conse- 
quence of permitting the work to be done by gene- 
ral contract, would be, that it would be improperly 
done. The present arrangement was an excellent 
one. The Quartermaster General was a check 
uponjthe superintendent; but, by changing the sū- 
perintendence, the responsibility would be lost. 
The effect would be to create a new bureau in the 
War Department. He hoped, therefcie, the Senate 
would permit the matter to remain in the condition 
in which it had been for the last twenty years. 


Mr. PRESTON trusted that the argument of the 
Senator from Pennsylvania would have the effect 
which he (Mr. P.) conceived it ought to have—in 
favor of the change. The tendency of his argu- 
ment is, that this ought to be a great eleemosynary 
establishment, for the benefit of Philadelphia. 
Now, if the putlic interests required that the es- 
tablishment should be brought bere, he couid sce 
no reason why it should be jeft in Philadelphia. 
These local interests, he hoped, were now broken 
up, ahd a wider and more comprehensive policy 
would prevail. The contracts may be given any- 
where—to a man in South Carolina, or a manin 
Boston; and there was no reason why it should not, 
if the public interest required it. The Senator ad- 
mits the propriety of having the establishment un- 
der the contre! of some retired general officer of 
the army; but he considers he ought to be com- 
pelled to live in Philadelphia, because a former gen- 
eral officer had located the establishment there. 
That was a thing to be dependent upon the best in- 
terests of the Government. If these interests re- 
quire the continuance of the establishment in Phil- 
adelphia, it will be continued there. 

Mr. BUCHANAN rose, he said, to disabuse the 
Senate, and to set the honorable Senator from Mis- 
souri right as to his (Mr. Bocwanan’s) wishing to 
favor a local monopoly. It was no such thing. 
He was merely contending that a civil officer would 
be better fitted for the superintendency of this mat- 
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ter, than a military one. And that, wherever the 


establishment might be located, (and that it would, 
not long remain in Philadelphia, if the bill. passed, 
he fully believed,) the superintendent should bea 


man who was acquainted with the people, a. per-. 


manent resident among them. Asio the economy 
of the thing, when they came to consider. the double 
rations, he would. have sumething to say upon that 
subject. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Bucwanan’s 


moticn to strike out the third section; and it was- 


decided in the negative, without a count. 

Mr. KING moved to strike out the fifth section 
of the act, as follows: 

“That a competent person be empioyed by the Ordnance bu- 
Teau, under the direction of the Secretary of War, fors uch 
time as may be necessary, to superintend the manufacture of 
iron cannon at the several foundries where such cannon mayə 
made under contracts with the United States, whose pay and 
emoluments shall not exceed those of a major of ordnance du 
ring the time he shall be employed,” &c. 

Mr. K. considered this the first time an attempt 
had been made to make use of the power possessed 
by the department to create an office which can be 
dispensed with by adhering to the plan hitherto 
always found successful. It was certainly more 
economical to let the cannon be cast by the con- 
tractors, and then tested. ‘The loss would be theirs 
if the guns proved faulty. 


Mr. EVANS contended that the plan proposed 
in the bill was not new; it was recommended by 
Mr. Poinseti; and was found, by the experience of 
other countries, to be the most economical. A 
gteat saving of both money and human life was 
made by testing the metal before itis cast. Guns 
were found to be more to be depended upon when 
thus cast under the inspection of competent inspec- 
tors, than when east according to the old system. 


Mr. KING replied, reiterating his former argu- 
ments, and insisting that no test could be depend- 
ed on but that of the trial of the gun after it is cast. 
He eonsidered this proposed regulation calculated 
to embarrass the foundries, and cause greater ex- 
pense without any adequate benefit. 

Mr. PRESTON observed that the heads of the 
Ordnance department differed very widely from the 
Senator from Alabama. They propose to con- 
tinue the office, from the high estimate they make 
of the advantages already experienced by the em- 
ployment of an inspecting officer. He would 
read a report on the subject. He then read the re- 
port. In consequence of the information obtained 
by an experienced commission sent to Europe, a 
system of most successful and valuable improve- 
ments was in progress for the testing of guns; and, 
besides, the salary proposed for the inspecting of- 
ficer will not exceed $1,500—-a sum disproportion- 
ale with the immense benefite, 

Mr. BENTON moved an adjournment. 

Mr. BERRIEN asked the Senator to suspend 
his motion. There was a case of urgency, ree 
quiring the Senate to go into executive session; 
and, with the Senator’s leave, he would move to 
go into executive session. 

Mr. BENTON assenting, 

The Senate went into executive session, and 
shortly after adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
WEDNESDay, June 29, 1842. 
Mr. HOPKINS presented the petition of John 


Carroll aad two hundred and eighty-five others, ‘4 


citizens of Carroll county, Virginia, praying for 
the establishment of a post-route from Christians- 
burg to Hilisville. 

Also, a petition from Joseph W. Davis and 
twenty-five others, citizens of Smyth county, Vir- 
ginia, remonstrating against the removal of the 
district cour! of the United States from Wytheville 
to Abingdon. 

Mr. VAN BUREN presented the petition of 
Maria Ostrander, widow of William Ostrander, 
praying for balance of pension. 

Also, the petition of the heirs of Elizabeth Ells- 
worth, widow of William Ellsworth, praying for 
balance of pension. 

Mr.R. D. DAVIS presented the memorial of Ben- 
jamin Arnold of New York for atariff; and the pe- 
tition of Samuel Shopter, and fifty-four others, for a 
repeal of the duty on cotton. 


Under the -order of 29th. March, Mr. HUNY 


‘Jaidon the Clerk’s-table this: day‘the memorial of 
Richard P. Herrick et al. of Greenburg, county 


of ‘Rensselaer and State of New-York, in’ ‘favor 
of protecting American labor and industry, by:a 
tariff sufficient at the same time to supply the wants 
of Government: i o 
Mr. PROFFIT offered the following resolutions, 
which were considered and adopted : : ; 


. Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directéd to 
inform the House whether any collectors, or other officers of 
the customs, have retained, and still hold, any moneys. received 
hy. them from fines, penalties, and forfeitures; accruing since 
the 3d day of March, 1841; and if any such officer does retain 
moneys, the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby directed to fur- 
nish to this House the names of such officers, and the amounts 
retained. y 
. Resolved, Thai the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
inform this House whether any opinion of the Attorney General 
has been given: on the subject of the right ofretention, by officers 
of the customs, of moneys now accruing under the ‘head of. 
“fines, penalties, and forfeitures; snd if any such opinion has 
been given, the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby. directed to 
furnish this House with a copy of the same. ; 
Resolved, That the Secretary ofthe Treasury be directed to 


‘inform this House whether he has ordered any «fficer. of the. 


customs retaining moneys accruing since the 3d of March, 
1841, under the head of “fines, penalties, and” forfeitures,” to.. 
pay said moneys into the treasury of the United States; and 
whether any officer of the customs has refused or neglected to 
pay over said moneys ; and, if so, the Secretary of the ‘Tréas- 
ury is directed to furnish.the names of stich officers neglecting 
or refusing to obey his order. 


Mr. ADAMS called up. his resolution on the 
subject of the President’s signature to the appor- 
tionment bill. 

The SPEAKER said that the resolution being 
the unfinished business that was taken up by gen- 
eral consent, it would be the first business in the 
regular order; and that the gentleman. from en- 
tucky [Mr. Anprews] was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. ANDREWS having yielded the foor— 

Mr. ADAMS addressed the House at considera- 
ble length in support of the resolution, contending 
that the President, by filing in the State Depart- 
ment his reasons for signing the bill, had violated the 
Coustitution and the laws of the country. . He al- 
luded to the fact that one State had already re- 
fused to comply with the provisions of the law. 
The House of Representatives of New Hamp- 
shire had, by a large majority, declared it inexpe< 
dient to district the State. The Senate, however, 
as he understood, by a unanimous vote, refused 
to coneur with the House in this proceeding. 

Mr. ATHERTON said that the disagreement 
alluded to by the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
of the Senate, to the resolutions passed on this 
subject by the House of Representatives of New 
Hampshire, indicated no dissent from the main. 
purport of the resolutions. The Senate substiiuted 
for the resolutions of the House, by way of amend« 
ment, other resolutions, the wurding of which they 
proferred. The two Houses having been unable 
to agree, and each preferring their own method of 
reaching the same object, the Senate passed reso- 
Jutions equally strong with those of the House, 
declining to district the State for the election of 
Representatives to Congress, and expressing their 
Opinion of the unconstitutionality of any law of 
Congress requiring the Legislature thus to district 
the State. 

Mr. ADAMS said he was sorry to hear the state- 
ment from the gentleman from New Hampshire. 
He regretied the action of the Senate.had not been 
such as he had heard. But that fact only fortified 
his argument. It was probable that other States 
would refuse to disirict themselves, and then this 
protest or paper from the President would stand 
among the archives of the Government, to justify 
them in their course. He spoke for some time in 
opposition to the President and the policy of his 
administration. Under such a captain as the pres- 
ent, he thought the post of honor would soon be 
the private station. i 

After Mr. A. bad concluded—- , 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky moved the pre- 
vious question; which- was sustained—eyes 75, 
noes 72, f , 

The question recurring, “Shall the main question 
be now put?” nce 

: Mr. PROFFIT demanded. the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered; and the result was—yeas 107, 
nays 97. A 

Mr. ADAMS then expressed a desire to modify 
the resolution; but objection was made. ; 


wicaineceivnemnetenntinnn - = 
Mri BOYD: moved‘ to lay the whole subject on 
the-table; and called for the ayes aud noes on the 
motions": + j Je Z ; 
The House- refused to-lay on the table—yeas 91, 
nays 107, as follows: eec SoSo 5 5 So Us 
YEAS—-Messts. Arrington, Atherton; Barton, Beeson, Bid- 
Yack, Black, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, A. V. Brown; C. Brown,. 
Burke, Green. W. Caldwed), Patrick C. Caldwell, Cary, 
Casey, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Colquitt, Mark A. Cooper, 
*Cushing, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, Dean, Doan, Eastman, 
Jobha-C. Edwards, Febert, Ferris, Charles A. Floyd; For- 
nance, Gilmer, Wm. O. Goode; Gordon, Gwin, Halsted, Harris, 
Hastings, Hays, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hunter, C.J. 
- Ingeracll; W. W. Irwin, Jack, Cave Johneon,. John W., Jones, 
andrew Kennedy, Lewis, Littlefield, Abraham McClellan, Rob- 
ert McClellan, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, A. Marshall, John 
T, Mason, Mathews, Mortts,.Newhard, Oliver, Parmenter, 
Payne, Pickens, Pope, Proffit, Reding, Rencher, Reynolds, 
Riggs, Rogers, Roosevelt, Sanford, Saunders, Shaw, Shields, 
Wm. Smith, Steenrod, Stokely, Sumter, Sweéney, Jacob 
Thompson, Turney, Van Buren, Watterson, Weller, West- 
brook, James W, Williams, Wise, and Wood—9l. $ 

NAYS—Messis. Adams, Allen, Landaf W, Andrews, S. J. 
Andrews, Arnold, Ayċrigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Birds- 
eye; Blair, Boardman, Borden, Briggs; Brockway, Bronsen, 

ilton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, John Campbell, 
William B. Campbell, ‘Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, 
Childs, Chittenden, John C., Clark, Staley N. Clarke, James 
Cooper, Gowen, Cravens, Deberry, J. Edwards, Everett, Fes- 
wenden, Fillmore, A. L. Foster, Thomas F. Foster, Gamble, 
Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Granger, Green, Hall, Howard, 
Hadsdn, J. R. Ingersoll, James. Irvin, James, J. P. Kennedy, 
King, Lane, Linn, McKennan, Thomas F. Marshall, Samson 
Mason, Mattox, Maxwell, Maynard, Meriwether, Mitchell, 
Moore, Morgan, Morrow, Osborne, Owsley, Patridge, Pen- 
dleton, Ramsay, Benjamin Randall, A. Randall, Randolph, 
Read, Ridgway, Rodney. William Russell, James M. Russell, 
Saltonstall, Shepperd, Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, Sol- 
Jers, Stanly, Alexander H. H. Stuart, John T. Stuart, Sum: 
‘mers, ‘John BY Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, Tiling 
hast, Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Van 
Rensselaer, Warren, Washington, Edward D. White, Joseph 
L. White, Joseph L. Williams, Yorke, Augustus Young, and 
John Young—107. , 

Pneresolution was then adopted. 

Mr. FILLMORE ‘called up the Indian appro- 
priation bill, which was on its third reading. 

No objection having been made, 

Mr. GWIN said he had an additional section 
which he wished to be inserted by general consent. 
It was read, as follows: 

And be it further enacted, That no portion of the money 
herein appropriated shall be drawn from the treasury except 
upon warrant, signed by the Secretary of War, and counter- 
signed by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs; and each war- 
want shall specify on its face the item of expenditure named in 
this act that it is intended to meet; andthe money thus drawn 
whall be used only forthe purposes named in the warrant; and 
all balances of appropriations heretofore made, and remaining 
‘unexpended, shall be forthwith paid into the treasury of the 


United States, and shall not be withdrawn therefrom, except in 
the manner herein prescribed. 


Mr. FILLMORE objected to the amendment, 
inasmuch as it proposed a change in the legisla- 
tion on the subject. 

Mr. GWIN then said he must move a recom- 
mitment of the bill to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of. the -Union;-with instructions to add 
~“greesection which be had drawirup-— i 

‘come into the House from the committee rather 

hastily, and “he: thought the abuses in the Indian 

department required reform. 


After a brief conversational debate between. 
Messrs. FILLMORE; THOMPSON of Indiana, 
and COOPER of Pennsylvania, 

Mr. McKAY addressed the House at considera- 
ble length. In the course of his speech, he was 
interrupted by the appearance of John Tyler, jr. 
esq., below the bar, with a message from the Presi- 
dent of the United States. 

There were loud cries of “Read it,” but other 
gentlemen desired the business before the House to 
be proceeded with, and Mr. McKay continued. 

Mr. GILMER,.after some remarks, offered the 
following as a modification of the amendment, with 
the view of making the clause prospective in i's 
operation: 

And be it further enacted, That all appropriations for the 
current and contingent expenses of the Indian Department, and 
for fulfilling treaty stipulations with the Indian tribes, which 
shall remain unexpended for two years, or which shall here- 


after remain unsxpended for two years, shal! be paid into the 
treasury, to the credit of the surplus fund. 


Mr. GWIN having accepied the modification— 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON made some remarks in 
opposition to the provision of $300,000 for paying 
the debts of the Miami Indians, which, he said, 
+ Would. be productive of a great deal of fraud, prac- 

"Used by designing persons; and suggested the re- 
mmliment of the. bill, with the view of striking 
Bion. 
LAM, after-some remarks, offered a 
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further modification of the amendment, by ` insert- 
‘ing the words “excepting the Cherokee fund; which 
modification was also accepted. ` 


he concluded: by: moving the previous 


Indiana,- 
i and the main ques- 


question; which was seconded, 
tion ordered. ; : k 3 

Mr. GWIN called for the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered; and, f ; 


The question being taken on the passage of the 
bill, resulted:in yeas 114, nays 84, viz: i 

YEAS—Messis. Landaf W. Andrews, Sherlock J. An- 
drews, Bakér, Barnard, Barton, Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, 
Borden, Bowne, Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, Jeremiah Brown, 
Robert L. Caruthers, Zadok Casey, Childs, Chittenden, John 
C. Clark; Staley N. Clarke, James Cooper, Cowen, Cravens, 
Cross, Cushing, Dawson, Deberry, John Edwards, Everett, 
Fessenden, Fillmore, A. Lawrence Foster, Gamble, Gentry, 
Giddings, Granger, Green, Habersham, Hall, 
Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, James, John P. Ken- 
nedy, Andrew Kennedy, King, Lane, McKennan, Marchand, 
Thomas F. Marshall, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mathews, Mat- 
tocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Meriwether, Mitchell, Moore, Mor- 
gan, Morris, Morrow, Newhard, Oliver, Osborne, Owsley, Pen- 
dleton, Pope, Profit, Ramsay, Benjamin Randall, Alexander 
Randall, Randolph, Rencher, Ridgway, Rodney, William Rus- 
sell, Saltonstall, Sanford, Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, 
Sollers, Stanly, Steenrod, Siokeiy, John T. Sinart, Summers, 
John B. Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, To- 
land, Tom!inson, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Van Rens. 
selaer; Wallace, Warren, Washington, Edward D. White, Jo- 
seph L. White, Joseph L. Wiliams, Wise, Yorke, and John 
Young—114. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Arnold, Arrington, Atherton, Ay- 
crigg, Beeson, Black, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V, Brown, Mil- 
ton Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, Burnell, William Buter, 
W. O. Bater, G. W. Caldwell, P. C. Caldwell, J: Campbell, 
William B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Cary, Chapman, 
Clifford, Clinton, Colquitt, Mark A. Cooper, Daniel, Richard 
D. Davis, Dean, Doan, Doig, Eastman, John ©. Edwards, Eg- 
bert, Ferris, Gilmer, Goggin, William O, Goode, Gordon, Gwin, 
Harris, Hays, Houston, Hunter, Charles J. Ingersoll, Cave 
Johnson, John W. Jones, Lewis, Linn, Litiefielé, Abraham 
McClellan, Robert McClellan, McKay, McKeon, Alfred Mar- 
shall, John Thomson Mason, Medill, Parmenter, Patridge, 
Payne, Pickens, Read, Reding, Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, Roose- 
velt, Shaw, Shepperd, Shields, William Smith, Sprigg, Alex- 
ander H. H. Stuart, Sumter, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Ward, 
Watterson, Weller, Westbrook, James W. Williams, Christo- 
pher H. Wiliams, and Wood—&. 


Mr. CUSHING then suggested tbat the House 
proceed to consider the message of the President; 
and, no objection having been made, the Clerk 
read the message, as follows: 


To the House of Representatives : 
I return the bill which originated inthe House 
of Representatives, entitled ‘‘ An act to extend, for 
a limited period, the present laws for laying and 
collecting duties on imports,” with the following 
objections : ` 
It suspends—in other words, abrogates for the 
time—the provision of the act of 1833, common- 
ly called the “compromise act.” The only 
ground on which this departure from the solemn 
adjustment of a great and agitating question seems 
have 3 ege 
necessity of establishing, by legislative enactments, 
rules and regulations for assessing the duties to 
be levied on imports, after the 30th June, accord. 
ing tothe home valuation ; and yet the bill ex- 
pressly provides that “if, before the Ist of August, 
there be no further legislation upoa the subject, 
the laws for laying and collecting duties shall be 
the same as though this act had nat been passed.” 
In other words, that the act of 1833, imperfect as 
itis considered, shall in thatcase continue to be, 
and to be executed, under such rules and regula- 
tions as previous statuies had prescribed, or had 
enabled the Executive Department to prescribe for 
that purpose, leaving the supposed chasm in the 
revenue laws such as it was before. 
I am certainly far from being .disposed to deny 
that additional legislation upon-the subject is very 
desirable; on the contrary, the necessity, as well as 
difficulties, of establishing uniformity in the ap- 
praisemenis to be made in conformity with the true 
intention of that act, was brought to the notice of 
Congress in my message to Congress at the open- 
ing of its present session. But however sensible I 
may be of the embarrassments to which the Execu- 
tive, in the absence of all aid from the superior 
wisdom of the Legislature, will be liable, in the 
enforcement of the existing laws, I have not, with 
the sincerest wish to acquiesce in its expressed will, 
been able to persuade myself that the exigency of 
the occasion is so great as to justify me in signing 
the bill in question, with my present views of its 
character and effects, The existing laws, as Į am 


After some remarks from Mr. THOMPSON cf 


Halsted, Hudson, ` 


advised, are sufficient to authorize and enable the 
collecting officers, under the directions of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, to levy the duties imposed by 
the act of 1833, , 

That act was passed under, peculiar circum- 
stances, to which it is not necessary that I should 
do more than barely allude. What may be, in 
theory, its character, I have always regarded it as 
imparting the highest moral obligation. It has 
now existed for nine years, unchanged in any es- 
sential particular, with as general acquiescence, it 
is believed, of the whole country, as that country 
has ever manifested for any of her wisely estab- 
lished institutions, It has insured to it the repose 
which always flows from timely, wise, and mod- 
erate counsels—a repose the more striking, because 
of the long and angry agilations which pieceded it, 
This salutary law proclaims, in express terms, the 
principle which, while it led to the abandonment of 
a scheme of indirect taxation founded on a false ba- 
. sis, and pushed to dangerous excess, justifies any 
enlargement of duties that may be called for by 
the real exigencies of the public service. It pro- 
vides “that duties shall be laid for the purpose of 
raising such revenue as may be necessary to an 
economical administration of the Government.” 
It is therefore in the power of Congress to lay cu- 
ties as bigh as its discretion may dictate, for the ne- 
cessary uses of the Government, without infrin- | 
ging upon the objects of the act of 1833. I do not 
doubt that the exigencies of the Government do re- 
quire aa increase of the tariff of duties above 20 
per cent.; and I as little doubt that Congress may, 
above as well as below that rate, so discriminate 
as to give incidental protection to manufacturing 
indusiry—thus to make the burdens which it is 
compelled to impose upon the people, for the pur- 
poses of Government, productive of a double bene- 
fit. This, most of the reasonable opponents of 
protective duties seem willing to concede; and, if 
we may judge from the manifestations of public 
opinion in all quarters, this is all that the manu- 
facturing interests really require. I am happy in 
the persuasion that this double object can be most 
easily and effectually accomplished, at the present 
junciure, without any departure from the spirit and 
principle of the statute in question. The manu- 
facturing classes have now an opportunity, which 
may never occur again, of permanently identifying 
their interests with those of the whole country, and 
making them, in the highest sense of the term, a 
national concern. The moment is propitious to 
the interests of the whole country, in the introduc- 
tion of harmony among all its parts and all its sev- 
eral interests. The same rate of imposts, and no 
more, as will most snrely_re-establish--the public” ” 
credit, will secure to the manufacturer all ath 
tection he ought to desire, with every prospect of 
permanence and stability which the hearty acqui- 
escence of the whole country, on a reasonable sys- 
tem, can hold out to him. 


But of this universal acquiescence, and the har- 
mony and confidence, and the many other benefits 
that will certainly result from it, I regard the sus- 
pension of the law for distributing the proceeds 
of the sales of the public lands as an indispens- 
able condition. This measure is, in my judgment 
called for by a large number, if not a great major- 
ity, of the people of the United States; by the state 
of the public credit and finances; by the critical 
posture of our various foreign relations; and 
above all, by that most sacred of all duties—pub- 
lic faith. The act of September last, which pro- 
vides for the distribution, couples it inseparably 
with the condition, that it shall cease—first, in case ` 
of war; second, as soon and so long as the rate 
of duties shall, for any reason whatever, be raised 
above 20 per cent. Nothing can be more clear, 
express, or imperative, than this language. It 
is in vain to allege that a deficit in the treasury 
was known to exist, and that means were taken to 
supply this deficit by lean when the act was 
passed. Itis true that a loan was authorized at 
the same session during which the distribution law. 
was passed; but the mostsanguine of the friends 
of the two measures entertained no doubt but that 
the loan would be eagerly sought after and. taken 
ap by capitalists, and speedily reimbursed by a 


country destined, as they hoped, soon to enjoy an 


ae 
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overflowing prosperity. © The very terms of the 
loan, -making it redeemable in three years, démon- 
strate this beyond all cavil.. Who, at the time, 
foresaw or imagined the possibility of the present 
real state of things, when a nation that has paid off 
her whole debt since the last peace, while ali the 
other great powers. have been increasing theirs, 
and whose resources, already so great, are yet but 
in the infancy of their development, should be 
compelled to haggle in the money-market for a pal- 
try sum not equal to one year’s revenue upon her 
economical system? If the distribution law is to 
be ixdefinitely suspended, according not only to 
its own terms, but by universal consent, in the case 
of war, wherein are the actual exigencies of the 
country, or the moral obligation to provide for 
them; less under present circumstances, than they 
could be were we actually engaged in war? It 
appears to me to be the indispensable duty of all 
concerned in the administration of public affairs to 
see that a state of things so humiliating and so 
perilous should not lasta moment longer than is 
absolutely unavoidable. Much less excusable 
should we be in parting with any portion of our 
available means, at least until the demands of the 
treasury are fully supplied. But, besides the ur- 
gency of such considerations,.the fact is undenia- 
ble, that the distribution act.could not have become 
a law without the guaranty in the proviso of the 
act itself. 

This connexion, thus meant to be inseparable, is 
severed by the bill presented tome, The bill vio- 
lates the principle of the acts of 1833 and Sep- 
tember, 1841, by suspending the first, and render- 
ing, for a time, the last inoperative. Duties above 
20 per cent. are proposed to be levied, and yet the 
Proviso in the distribution act is disregarded. The 
proceeds of the sales are to be distributed on the 
Ast of August; so that, while the duties proposed to 
be enacted exceed 20 per cent., no suspension of 
the distribution to the States is permitted to take 
place. To abandon the principle for a month, is 
to open the way for its total abandonment. If 
such is not meant, why postpone at all? Why not 
Jet the distribution take place on the Ist of July, if 
the law so directs? (which, however, is regarded as 
questionable.) But why not. have limited the pro- 
vision to that effect? Ts it for the accommodation 
of the treasury? I see no reason to believe that 
the treasury will. be in better condition to meet the 
payment on the lst of August than on the Ist of 
July. 

The bill assumes that a distribution of the pro- 
ceeds of the public lands is, by existing taws, to be 
made on the Ist day of July, 1842, notwith- 
standing there has been an imposition of duties on 
imports exceeding 20 per ocnt. up to thst day, 
and directs it to be made on the Ist of August 
next. Itseems to me very clear that this conclu- 
sion is equaliy erroneous and dangerous; as it 
would divert from the treasury a fund sacredly 
pledged for the general purposes of the Govern- 
ment, in the event of a rate of duty above 20 
per cent. being found necessary for an economical 
administration of the Government. 

The bill under consideration is designed only as 
a temporary measure; and thus a temporary meas- 
sure, passed merely for the convenience of Con- 
gress, is made to affect the vital principle of an im- 
portant act.. If the proviso of the act of Septem- 
ber, 1841, ean be suspended for the whoie period 
of a temporary law, why not for the whole period 
of a permanent law? In fact,a doubt may be 
well entertained, according to strict legal rules, 
whether the condition, having been thus expressly 
suspended by this bill, and rendered inapplicable 
to a case where i? would otherwise have clearly 
applied, will not be considered as ever after satis- 
fied and gone. Without expressing any decided 
opinion on this point, I see enough ia it to justify 
me in adhering to the law as it stands, in preference 
to subjecting a condition so vitally affecting the 
peace of the country, and so solemnly enacted at a 
momentous crisis, and so steadfasily adhered to 
ever since, and so replete, if adhered to, with good 
to every interest of the country, to doubtful cr cap- 
tious interpretation. 

In discharging the high duties thus imposed on 
me. by the Constitution, I repeat to the House 


my entire willingness to co-operate in ali financial 
measures, constitutional and proper, which in its 
wisdom it may judge necessary and proper to re- 
establish the credit of the Government. I believe 
that the proceeds of the sales of the public lands 
being restored to the treasury—or, more properly 
speaking, the proviso of the act of September, 1841, 
being permitted to remain in full force—a tariff of 
duties may easily be adjusted, which, while it will 
yield a revenue sufficient to maintain the Govern- 
ment in vigor, by restoring its credit, will afford 
ample protection, and infuse anew hope into all 
our manufacturing establishments. The condition 


of the country calls for such legislation, and it will 


afford me the most sincere pleasure to co-operate 


in it. : 
3 JOHN TYLER. 

Washington, June 29,4842. f 

Mr. W. COST JOHNSON then obtajhed the 
floor, and said he did not pkepose to enter into an 
elaborate discussion of the ‘message. He wished 
it to be printed, and then le could examine it at 
leisure. i Fi 

Mr. CUSHING here sai he wished to submit 
the ordinary motion that the message'be entered on 
the journal, and printed; and that tHe. House now 
proceed to reconsider the bill, atcording to the Con- 
stitution. F. 

Mr. W. COST JOHNSON pi€sumed the mes- 
sage would, as a matter of course, go on the jour- 
nal. He was one of those who thought it imma- 
terial whether this measure, which had thus been 
vetoed by the President, passed at the present ses- 
sion or not. He foresaw that the subject-matter of 
the tariff and the distribution law would come up 
for final discussion during the present, or, at any 
rate, at the next Congress. His object in rising, at 
this time, was merely to state that at this important 
erisis—this great juncture in the affairs of the na- 
tion—he was anxious to introduce a system of 
measures which would carry relief to the Govern- 
ment, and renovate and reinvigorate the whole 
country. He now gave notice that he would take 
the earliest occasion to bring forward that system 
of measures, and in such a manner as to bring the 
House to an expression of opinion upon their 
merits. 

He should not, as he had said, discuss the docu- 
ment sent in from the President. He was willing 
to let that officer go on and use the powers intrust- 
ed to him by.the Constitution in hisown way. But, 
atthe same time, using thote rights which belonged 
to him as a Representative of the people, he shou’d 
lay before the House a system of measures which 
he thought was calculated to relieve the embarrass- 
ments of the people, and preserve the faith of the 
Government and the States. He took occasion to 
avow his object at the Piesent timc, beeoucc, aa ho 
had formerly said, the rules of the House were 
such as to prevent a free discussion, except by mere 
chance. He should present his project in the form 
of a bill, of the same shape as that brought for- 
ward in 1790, when a law was passed comprising 
an entire system of revenue legislation, and adopt- 
ing a large class of the State debts. He should 
bring forward such a measure, pledging the pro- 
ceeds of the public lands as a sinking fund for the 
liquidation of the debts assumed. 

Here Mr. CARUTHERS rose to a question of 
order, and contended that the gentleman could not 
argue the question of assumption on the present 
subject before the House. 

Mr. WM. COST JOHNSON said he could find 
a text in the message whereon to hang all he had 
to say. 

The SPEAKER decided the question to be on 
the passage of the bill vetoed by the President, 
and that the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Wm. 
Cost Jonnson] had a right to suggest other modes 
of accomplishing the object sought after in the bill 
before the House. 

Considerable conversation here took place be- 
tween Messrs. BARNARD, CUSHING, and the 
SPEAKER, as to the subject actually before the 
House; whether it was the motion to print the 
President’s message, or the passage of the bill, not- 
withstanding the objections of the President. 

Mr. WM. COST JOHNSON continued. He 
said he should prefer to have the reconsideration 


postponed until to-morrow, and let the message be ~ 
printed in the meantime. He believed the sub- 
ject- would open.a vast field for discussion. But 
his object was mainly to convince gentiemen that 
his scheme for the assumption of the State debte 
was not so visionary as was imagined. He 
thought that the best consequences would result 
from it. When we saw our country embarrassed, 
a large number of articles entering her ports duty- 
free, her Government lethargic and apathetic—in- 
different to the powers it possessed, and stealing 
the property of the States, the public domain, that 
now entered the vast maw of the Federal treasury— 
when we sawthe Government drying up large 
sources of revenue to the States, and other perni- 
cious consequences growing out of its present pol- 
icy—it was, he thought, high time to examine the 
subject, and to inquire for some remedy. 

His belief was, that if Congress would assume 
the debts of the States, pledging the redundantreve~ 
nues that would flow from a proper tariff and from 
the proceeds of the public lands, it would at once 
re-establish confidence in the country, and invigor- 
ate every department of life. Having thas notified, 
the House of his intention to bring it to a direct 
vote upon the scheme which he bad suggested, he 
would now move that the message be printed, and 
its consideration postponed until to-morrow. > i 

Mr. HOLMES next obtained ths floor, and en- 
chained the attention of the House for some time. 
He commenced by remarking that there was often 
a crisis in the affairs of a nation, where the energy 
and independence of one man redeemed and saved 
it from the evil on which it had fallen, He knew 
not an oceasion since he had been a member in 
that hall, watching the progress of events, and the 
downward tendency of this Government, when he 
bad felt more in the spirit of offering a thanksgiving 
than he did now to the President, for the man!y act 
which that officer had performed. This veto had 
given the friends of the bill (now returned and 
fying on the Speaker’s table) an opportunity to re- 
flect upon—he would not say the madness of their 


course, but to consider well before they again une 


dertook io violate a compromise entered into be-s 
tween the contending industry of the North and 
the almost expiring industry of the South. It bad 
been well said that the Government has seen nine 
years of the operation of this compromise to the 
advantage of one of the contracting parties, Now, 
after these long years have passed away, and the 
cup is about to be banded to us, it is to be dashed 
from our lips, and the sacred instrument of com- 
promise violated. But the President has arrested 
the design which, without his interference, would 
scon have been accomplished, 

When this message should be spread upon the 
recorde of the EIouse, testifying that the President 
has had the energy and resolution to place himself 
between the aclion of Congress and the institutions 
of this country, and to save the one from the vio- 
lence of the other, it would kand down his char- 
acter to ages that are to come after us. Let bis 
conduct be what it may in future, let his course be 
as it has been heretofore, this act bas shown that 
he had the courage and the exergy to stand up 
between the institutions of the country and its Con- 

ress, oe 

What has he done? It must. be confessed that 
this act precipitates the President into a bold posi- 
tion. In sending the bill to him, this Congress, 
said, in effect, “You must either make it a law, or 
you shall make an issue with us before the coun- 
try, at a time of great difficully—when the treasury 
is empty—our foreign relations unsettled—and the 
people quivering under repeated excitement and 
embarrassments.” But he has taken his stand; 
and the party now know that if they carry this 
measure again, it will be vetoed again, unless they 
can carry it by an overwhelming majority in both 
Houses. , ete 

This act will place the President in the front 
rank of the people. In that front he will remain; 
and, while so, the people will sustain him. 

He hoped there would be no postponement of 
this bill till to-merreow; but that it would be now 
considered. He wished to see who would still 
stand up to the principles it contained. He wants 
ed te know who were willing to peril everythings- 


_ even their own manufactures—for thesake of having | 
", @ division of the spcils—the proceeds of the public - 
JABS ey ee ee ee NEY 
` Mr: GRANGER said he; would address a fea. 

‘Words to the House, and. patticularly to its majori- - 
ty, in relation to the document just laid before it. 
The gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Houmas] 


Had intimated that this was the time for the mejor- | 


ity to-tread backward.. He. (Mr. G-) said to that 
. Tndjority, that this was the day for them to stand to 
their ground, or the interests of their States would 
be sacrificed” MAN 

-He referred to the charge of hostility to the pres- | 
ent Administration, so often made-against the ma- 
jority'in the House. As for himself, he appealed 
tò his recorded votes, and to those friends whose in- 
‘timacy with him had. given them.an opportunity of 
knowing him best, whether he had ever made a 
Voie or an expression denoting a purpose ‘of hos- 
tility “against “the. Administration. Look to his 
votes, and see if he had refused it the sinews of 
war—-liberal supplies. But the question was dif- 
ferent now. It was no more nor less than whether 
Congress would declare that the States should here- 
‘after have no interest whatever in the public do- 
main. There was nota man acquainted with the 
subject who would assert that 20 per cent. duties 
on imports were sufficient to defray the expenses 
of the Government. What, then, was to be the 
condition on which alone distribution could: be 
mad.? “Only when 20 per cent. upon imports 
would defray the expenses of the Government-—a 
contingency it were needless to expect. 

He bad a few words to say in connexion with 
the interests of the States and the manufacturers. 
Ha called on the manufacturers to meet the ques- 
tion as men. Let it wear away with its Southern 
aspect and the party feelings which had been as- 
sociated with it, They would soon see who could 
bear the present state of things the longest—the 
manufacturers of the North, or the people of the 
South. [Cries of “agreed.”] 

‘When the inessage of the President was read, he 
had in bis hand a New York paper professing to 
give the language of the President on this subject 
in 1839. He quoted from the Paper to show that 
the "President was then in favor of distribution, 
without reference to the compromise act. He had 
supposed that such were the views of the Presi- 
dent until March 25ih; when he sent in a message 
recommending the suspension of the distribution 
law. He was amazed when he first found a change 
in the President's views. He was surprised when 
he beard that the distribution was passed at the ex- 
tra session in contemplation of a surplus in the 
treasury from 20 per cent. duties on imports. He 
spoke for some time in favor of keeping up a high 


a, Tale of dilies-exd-atso Of distributing the proceeds || S-uth Carolina r 
“or the sales of the publie lane S. fi mations of joy and thanksgiving, as thou 
“He begged that the majority might meet the 


question, as became them, at once—come what 
might. He was willing to take his share of the 
responsibility as a member of the party that fought 
and won the battle’of-1840. He was determined 
now, as well as then, to stand up for his principles, 
and those of the Whig party, [eriecs of “What 
were they?} ; 

For himself, and for his political associates of 

this House and of this nation, he would declare 
that they came into power on Principles which 
they were bound to defend; for they believed them 
to be the only principles on which this Govern- 
ment ought to be carried on. They owed it to 
themselves, and to their republican Institutions, to 
maintain these principles; and if they were true to 
those principles, as sure as day shall follow night, 
they could not be false to any one. 

Mr. SALTONSTALL said it was unfortunate 
that they bad entered upon this debate. He had 
hoped the message would have been printed, and 
that the consideration of it would have been post- 
poned until te-morrow; but he could not consent to 
be silent, without first entering his protest against 
the manner in which it had been received and , 
treated by the gentleman from South Carolina, 
(Mr. Homes] He considered this one of the 
most important events which had ever happened 

; he Constffution had Leen adopted. He con- 
an infinitely more imporiant.grisis of af-* 


fairs than when the. Bank. vetoes.came there; be- 
-cause this did not pretend: to -be placed. on consti- 
tutional grounds, nor any. other than that of. expe- 
diency. : And at what-a time had this. message 


act to be constitutional which had just been re- 
turned.to. them, they..also knew that, afler.to-mor- 
row, all duties were to be reduced to 20 per cent. 
The President had been pleased to say, in the mes- 
sage which he had giver“them, that he could goon, 
and that he was-advised that, under Executive in- 
struction, regulations could be made by which 
they could goon; and it appeared that he was go- 
ing. on, by Executive mandate, to collect from 
Maine to New. Orleans the 20 per cent. duties; but 
he (Mr. S.) gave it as his opinion that the duties 
could. not be collecied after the 30th June, unless 
Congress should make the necessary. regulations. 

The gentleman from South Carolina said that 
the President had marched up to the question bold- 
ly, and that he stood between the National Leg's- 
latare and the people—between the National Legis- 
lature and the rights of the country. Had it, then, 
come to this? and were they to look to the Execu- 
tive for the suppert of our institutions? And against 
whom? The Representatives of the people! And 
how? On an ordinary act of legislation, in which 
t the ground of difference was merely one of opin- 
ion as to the expediency of the measure. This veto 
power he declared would ride over the liberties of 
the country; and it would be no longer a land of 
liberty or of representative government. In one 
single Congress they had had the exercise of this 
veto power for the third time; while in the country 
from whtch we derived our institutions, no sover- 
eign dared thus to have exercised. it. He regretted 
} to be compelled to make these remarks, without 
having first an opportunity to examine the mes- 
sage; but his impression was, that it rested mainly 
on the ground of expediency; and expediency, after 
two committees of this House, and the President's 
own Secretary of the Treasury, had reported bills 
evidently inconsistent with the President’s interpre- 
tation of the compromise act. He made gentlemen 
welcome to all the protection they could get out of 
the incidental protection which the President was 
disposed to concede under a bill of 20 per cent. 
He really believed that the conseqnence of this veto 
was to bring them near a dissolution of the Gov- 
ernment, unless God, in his good providence, should 
interfere in their behalf. 


The matter now stood on a difference of opinion, 
too, respecting the public lands: but had the Presi- 
dent any conscientious scruples at the last session? 
Did he not recommend that measure? And did he 
not approve the bill? Inexpediency! He talked, 
too, of violated faith! And the gentleman from 

3 SIUEN 
gh the 
hour of deliverance had come. [Laughter.] He 
(Mr. SaLToNsTaLL) could not let the opportunity 
pass without entering his protest against the course 
which the gentleman had pursued; and he hoped 
now that the message would be printed, and that 
they should proceed deliberately to consider it; and 
he hoped something would be speedily done to save 
them from the humiliation, and deep disgrace, and 
danger to the country, into which they had been 
breught. 


Mr. FILLMORE regretted this debate, and said, 
if he had obtained the floor at an earlier period, 
he should have submitted a proposition by which 
they could have postponed the debate on this most 
extraordinary message to another day. He was 
unfortunate enough not to catch the Speaker's eye, 
and the debate had been opened; and indeed he did 
did not know now that he regretted it: it was the 
first spontaneous outbreak on receiving that extra- 
ordinary message. (Laughter.] And what did 
it profess? On what principles was it based? Why, 
the President would not consent to a distribution of 
the proceeds of the public lands, even for a single 
day; but though that was the profession, he (Mr. 
FILLMorE) begged to say that it appeared to him 
to bea. mere pretence—and he said it with all due 
deference and respect for the Executive majesty of 
the nation. [Laughter.] What was the law which 
was passed by both Houses of Congress, and which 
had been vetoed, and now lay on their table for 


come to:them?. Why, though they all knew the — 


—— 


reconsideration? It was a law authorizing the col- 
lection. of, such -duties for a single month, as had 
been collected since January last, that they might 
consider a bill to provide a permanent revenue for 
the nation. It was a. bill, also, which postponed 
distribution of the proceeds of the public lands, 
until the expiration of that month, and until Con- 
gress should provide by imposts a sufficient supply 
to meet the wants of the treasury. But what was 
the ‘effect of the veto? It reduced the duties on 
imports to 20 per cent., and authorized distribution 
of the proceeds of the public lands; for the distri- 
bution would take place, in consequence of this veto, 
ihe day after to-morrow. Did. not the reasons as- 
signed by the President then appear like pretence? 

He was not surprised at the joy which the veto 
gave to gentlemen on the other side of the House, 
as it was probably but the consummation of a 
treaty that had long been understood to. be in nego- 
tiation, [Laughter.] If this were the ratification 
of such a treaty, he gave the other side of the 
House joy of its conquest; and he should shed no 
tears that the Executive bad passed into the appro- 
priate place. - : S 

However, considering the great interests here in- 
volved, he hoped this message would be laid over 
unti! to-morrow, aad that it would be printed; this 
would give them more time for consideration, for 
he was free to confess that he believed they were 
approaching a crisis which would shake. this 
Unión to its centre. Time would determine who 
was to yield and who was right; time ‘would 
determine whether the President or the Representa- 
tives of the people should provide the ways and 
means to carry on this Government in the way 
they thought best, so long as they violated no prin- 
ciple of the Constitution. The President had told 
them he had taken this power into his own hands, 
and that the law passed by Congress was unneces~ 
saty; and the question arose, whether Congress 
should legislate, or the President. 


Some friend had handed to him a note stating 
that the President in this veto message had indi- 
cated that he was willing to violate the principles _ 
of the compromise act, by carrying duties up 
above twenty per cent., and that he would discrim- 
inate in favorof manufactures, Why, then, he ask 
ed, was there so much joy on the other side of ‘the 
House? His (Mr. Fistmore’s) friends should 
have known that the joy manifested on the other 
side of the House was not on account of any prin- 
ciple invoived in the compromise act, but because, 
with the characteristic principles of their party, they 
went for the spoils. (Laughter.) He again gave 
that party joy of the conquest they had made; but 
he intended no disrespect to the Chief Magistrat 
“Oh no, certai 2 
it was a question between his country and the 
dearest interests of the people, or of this House on 
the one hand, and the Executive on the other, he 
should not hesitate to take part against all usurpa- 
tion. 

Mr. CUSHING replied -generally to the assail- 
ants of the Executive. He said, amongst other 
things, that the gentleman might be Tight, and that 
tuere was no law for the-collection of revenue: 
but what, then, was the duty of this House? ‘Was 
this the only law that could be passed? He be- 
lieved such a law as was required might be passed 
in an hour, and that it was the duty of the House 
to provide such a law. 

He next commented on the observations of the 
gentleman who. had preceded him, with remarks 
on the operation of the distribution aet on the Is, 
of July. He begged gentlemen to read that actt 
and especially the two causes for the Suspension 
of distribution—the one a state of war, and the 
other the collection of duties above 20 per cent. But 
the gentleman from New York said this was a great 
crisis in the affairs of the United State 


t ¢ S, as well asin 
the relation of parties; and that this was an extraore 
dinary message, 


Now, he cared nothing for the 
relation of parties, {laughter;] and, thank Heaven, 
the people of the United States were beginning. to 
be disabused, not only of the tyranny of party, but 
still more that their interests were to be sacrificed 
to the aspirations of party men. He (Mr. c.) 
cared not for party; but he did care for the great 
end material interests of the people -of the United . 


Ca 


en 


States. But-what was he crisis of which geutle-~ 


men spoke? Theterm “crisis” was so frequently. 
used, and it came so trippingly on the tongue, that 
he tad ceased to regardi for:-he was of ‘opinion, 
with a French writer, that they might bear them- 
selves as: well in a crisis as in the interval, 

_ He then proceeded to defend the act.of the Pres- 
ident, on the ground that he was a co ordinate 
branch of the Government, and had but discharged 
his constitutional duty in vetoing a bill of which he 
disapproved. He defended, also, the veto power, 
and denied that it originated with the country from 
which we derived our institutions. It was no 
kingly fonction of Europe in which it originated, 
but in the Republic of Rome, for the defence of 
the people against their select bodies, In reply to 
an allusion to England, to which a gentleman had 
pointed, he explained that the absence of the veto 
was .accounted for by the fact, that the great 
measures were ministerial, and never introduced 
but with the understanding that ihey would receive 
the royal assent; and their failure was followed by 
the resignation of ministers. The gentleman, then, 
was in error in his allusion to English authority 
for aa analogy, when the forms were totally .dif- 
ferent. : Bur, b: that as it might, that House was 
not sitting asa convention for the adoption of a 
constitution, for the Censtitution existed, and the 
veto power was given by it. 

He thea pursued his reply to preceding speak- 
ers, at great length; and, when he concluded, the 
House agreed to print the message. 

And then the House adjourned, 


IN SENATE. 
Truaspay, Jane 30, 1842, 


Mr. SMITH of Indiana, from the Committee 
on the Public Lands, to which bad been referred 
the bill for the relief of George A. Walker, report- 
ed the same back without amendment, and witha 
recommendation that it do pass. 

` Mr. McROBERTS said the bill was unobjec- 
tionable; that it had been passed two or three ses- 
sions-before; and he asked that it. might now be 
considered and passed. He then moved to post. 
pone the previous orders of ihe day for- that pur- 
pose. 

The question was put on the motion, and it was 
disagreed to. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem, laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the War Department, 
covering a statement, made in compliance with a 
resolution of the 23d inst, giving information of 
what officers belonging to the ordnance and engi- 
neer corps receive double rations. The communi- 
cation states ihat the abusos in this respect have 
been corrected, and that the issue of double rations 
is now confined to those cases only which are 
clearly authorized by law. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, ordered to lie on the 
table and be printed. 


Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial of a 
numper of citizens of Venango and Builer coun- 
ties, m the State of Pennsylvania, in which the 
memorialists state that the iron manufacturing 
business calls for relief; and ask that Congress 
may lay duties with a view to protection to that 
branch of industry, and to the manufacture of 
cotton, woollen, and silk stuffs: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Manufactures. 

The following engrossed bills were then taken 
up, read the third time, and passed, viz: 

An act to amend an act entitled An act to prot 
vide for paying for horses and other property lost 
and destroyed in the military service of the United 
States, approved 18th June, 1837. 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of John Scott. 

-An act for the relief of certain companies of 
Michigan militia. 

An act for the relief of Alexander Hammeit. 

The bill for the relief of Isabella Hill, widow, 
and John Hill, Elizabeth Hill, and Samuel Hill, 
children and minor heirs at law of Samuel Hill, 
deezased. 

-Mr. PRESTON presented a memorial from cer- 
tainraerchants of the city of Charleston, South Car- 
olinaj asking Congress in fature to impose a tax on 


goods sold at-auction: referred to the Committee on 
Finance. ; 

The bill to refund the balance due to Massachu- 
setts, for disbursements during theslate war with 
Great Briain, came up in its ordef as in committee 
of the whole. 5 


Mr. TAPPAN moha to angend the bill, to the 


effect that no part of the appropriation shall be 
applied to the payment @f troéps not in the aétual 
service of the United States. / . 

Mr. EVANS deemed Yhig amendment unneces- 
sary. 13 

Mr. BATES said he could not see the object of 
the amendment. The bill was intended to pay the 
balances due for the services of militia called out 
in 1814; and there was nothing in it to pay for 
any not in the service. 


Mr. KING considered the amendment quite ne- 
cessary, It was intended to restrict the applica- 
tion of the appropriation to the payment of troops 
which were in the service of the .United States, 
and to prevent any portion being applied to the 
payment of troops called out by the State of Mas- 
sachuseits for its own purposes, and refused by the 
General Government. There was a portion of 
troops called out by the Governor of Massachu- 
setts, and held not to be subject to the control of 
the United States, and were not mustered into its 
service, for which he was unwilling to pay; but he 
was prepared to pay for all the treops called out 
aud received into the service of the United States, 

Mr. BATES said the bill once passed the Sen- 
ate, in 1839, but too late to receive the final action 
of the House of Representatives; and it was now 
so late in the session, that he feared it would not 
be reached in the other branch of Congress, though 
he indulged the hope that it would pass that body. 
Mr. B. said the-bill was founded on a report of the 
Secretary of War, to whom the subject was, in 
1836, referred for bis examination, with instruc- 
uons to report the balance due, and on the princi- 
ples clearly settled and established by law. The 
bill was therefore founded, as it were, upon the 
judgment of a jary of your own appointment. He 
considered, then, that the only question properly 
before the Senate, was, whether the Secretary of War 
was authorized to make this report, which was in 
the nature of an adjudication of award. To 
prove that the authority of the Secretary upon the 
sabject was full, Mr. B. traced in a brief manner 
an historical skeich of the legislation of Congress 
upon the subject. He also adverted to the de- 
fenceless condition of Massachusetis at the time 
the militia were called out, and the imperious ne- 
cessity for such a call; maintaining that such a 
crisis actually existed, which the law heretofore 
passed, establishing the principles upon which the 
claims should be allowed, coniemplated—nauely, 
actual invasion or apprehended invasion. 

Mr. B. then showed that the Secretary of War 
was directed, by a resolution of Congress of 1832, 
to examine and report what was due; and in 1836 
Congréss passed anviher resolution, directing a re- 
examination of the subject. The Secretary report- 
ed that there was, upon the principles established 
by the legislation of Congress to control the sub- 
ject, found to be due to the Siate of Massachusetts 
the sum of $272,000; and it was for the payment of 
this sum of money, thus allowed by the Secretary 
of War, acting under an express resolution, in 
which he was called upon to decide the question, 
that this bill was presented. The question was, 
then, whether the money ought to be allowed. To 
show the propriety of its allowance, it was only 
necessary to state that the claims of all the States, 
founded on precisely the same principles, have 
been settled by law of Congress. He did not 
know the object of the mover of the amendment; 
butif it was designed by him that the militia called 
out to repel invasion, or when there was imminent 
danger of invasion, should not be paid, he would 
only say that it would conflict with the principles 
upon which Congress had invariably heretofore 
acted in the allowance of militia claims, and would 
reverse the judgment of the Secretary of War, who 
struck the balance in conformity with the princi- 
ples of existing laws. ; 

Mr. ALLEN inquired whether the troops (the 
pay for whose services was intended to be indem- 
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onified to Massachusetts) were held nnder the order 
. -Of the President of the United States or any officer. 
commanding under him; or whether they. were 


697 


-ealled out by the Governor of Massachusetts, and 
there held to repel-invasion, limited to the soil- of 
` Massachusetts ae i 

Mr. BATES was understood to say thata por- 
tion of those troops were under United States- of- 
cers; and that another portion were ealled out , by: 
the State, under circumstances justified by law and 
‘the Constitution, though they were not commanded 
by a United States officer. 

Mr. CHOATE said the amendment now offered 


“asks the Senate to draw into controversy a matter 


which was adjusted by the legislation of Congress 
long since-—the refusal of the Governor of Massa- 
chusetts to furnish the quota of militia when called 
upon. That was.a question which had nothing: to 
do with this bill. There was a time, he said, when 


| that objection might be urged as a proper one; 


but the time was now passed. He hoped that the 
question which grew out of the acerbated feelings 
of those times would not be rénewed. He then 
defended the justice of the claims which the’ bill. 
was intended to cover, showing that claims of like 
character had been allowed other States. 

Mr. SEVIER said he was disposed to vote every 
dollar that was due to a man who had served his. 
country; but this was not a case of that sort, 
When they considered the time at which these al- 
leged services were rendered was in 1814—~at the - 
time when the Hartford conveniion assembled, and 
when traitors were as thick as blackberries; and 
that, after a lapse of twenty-five or thirty years, 
these men came forward and asked Congress to 
pay them for services—it looked to him very much 
like the heirs of Benedict Arnold coming forward 
to claim compensation fur services; or like a case 
which had occurred within his observation in Mis- 
souri, where certain claimants received lands as 
settlers, and it turned out that they were connected’ 
with the Indians who burned Fort Meigs and mas- 
sacred the inhabitants. If the claims were, as he 
firmly believed, of this characier, he, for one, 
would never vote a single dollar. Though he was 
willing to go according to the act of 1830; and if 
the honorable gentleman would modify bis amend- 


| ment so as to bring it under the provisions of that 


act, he would vote for it. If the claim came under - 
the provisions of that. act, why had it not been 
paid? [Mr. Evans. Because there was no money 
appropriated.] He maintained it did not come 
under the requisitions of that act, and he could 
not, therefore, consent to give ithis support. 


Mr. TAPPAN was understood to say that these 
troops, whom they were called. upon to pay, were 
refused by the United States Goveynment, ‘The 
pruvisy moved by bim was intended to prevent the 
pay for services of troops whieh Massachusetts re- 
fused to put under the control of the United States, 
Massachusetts (said Mr. T.) refused to take part 
in the war. She was opposed to it as an unright+ 
eous and unjustifiable war, and refused to take any 
part in the defences of the country. Instead of 
losing in consequence of the state cf things that ex- 
isted in her border at that period, she made money 
by it. She made a great deal more ‘by her 
trade with the British when there, in furnishing 
supplies to them, than the amount she lost in pay- - 
ing her militia—even if she had not«been indem- 
nifed for any part of the claim she presented 
against the United States. Now, under ail the éire. 
cumstances, he was opposed to the bill as it stood; 
and the attempt to justify the passage of it, on the 
ground that the Secretary of War had struck the 
balance, was erroneous. Such considerations 
should not control the action of Congress. He 
cared not for the decision of the department.’ Such 
decisions were not final. It was the duty of Cone 
gress to act upon its own sense of right. and duty, 
without reference to the opinion of the depart- 
ments. p ; 

Mr. EVANS remarked, that if the amendment 
of the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. Tapran,] to res 
strict payment to such militia as were commanded 
_ by officers of the United States should prevail, it 
: would. operate as great injustice, and would with- 
hold a considerable portion justly due this State, 
.as well as other States. 


‘Mr: E: said the troops ‘were’ withheld in 1812, 
and not at the period ‘which: this:bill- was intended 
to cover. The Governor ‘of Massachusetts, in 
1812, was called upon to furnish the Government 
a number.of-imilitia to repel invasion.” The Gov- 
ernor, under the advice of the supreme court of 
that State, ‘did not furnish her quota of militia, not 
believing that there: was any‘ danger. of. invasion; 
and, so far as thé question of fact was: concerned, 
there was no invasion: This claim originated in 
1814, when there was actual ‘danger of invasion, 
and.when the whole coast wás- exposed; and, so 
far from the United States sending troops there to 
defend: that State, she drew them off by enlistments 
to. defend: other soil, and left the whole of the New 
England States undefended. The President did 


| notmake a call on that State .for militia then. 


The people of these States defended their own soil. 
They did not refuse to doit. The claim the bill 
was intended to indemnify was well founded, on 
that principle. of law which guarantied payment 
for services of militia called out to repel actual in- 
vasion, or when thefe was a well-founded appre- 
hension of invasion. If the amendment was to 
have any effect at all, it would have the effect to 
disallow pay for the services of any militia called 
‘out to: repel invasion, except such as was com- 
manded by Uhited States officers. 

Mr. E. said a law was passed at this very session 
to pay Maine for the services of her militia, called 
out under similar circumstances, to repel threaten- 
edinvasion without the authority. of the United 
States, and which were not under the officers of the 
United States. The Government recognised and 
paid these claims so far.as Maine was-concerned, 
and had done so in all cases; and he saw no rea- 
son why Massachuselts should be made an excep- 
tion tothe rule. 

Mr. CUTHBERT remarked that they bad heard 
from the gentleman from Massachusetts some ex- 
planation, certainly; but they had no information 
on the subject from the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs, upon whom they, in all such cases, must rely 
for authentic information. , They had a right, at 
least, to expect from that committee such explana- 
tion as would enable them to vote witha full un- 
derstanding of the subject. b 

Mr. PRESTON said the morning hour had ex- 
pired, and moved to lay the billon the table, for 
the purpose of taking up the bill reorganizing the 
army. i 

The question was put, and the motion was agreed 
to. 


ARMY REGULATION BILL. 


The bill providing for the organization of the 
army, and other pur oses, on motion of Mr. PRES- 
TONeheiraraty of the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs was taken up, as the unfinished Duss 6 
yestetday, being the special order; the question 
‘pending being on Mr Kine’s motion to strike out 

hevSth section of the bill, which is as follows: 

sec. B. That a competent person may be employed by the 
nance bureau, under thedirection of the Secretary of War, 
for suchtime as may be necessary, to superintend the manu- 
facture of iron cannon at the several foundries where such can- 
non may be made under contracts with the United States, whose 
pay and emoluments shall not exceed those of a'major of ord- 
nance during the time he shall be so employed; to be paid out 
of the appropriations for armament of fortifications; and for 
the services rendered in such superintendence since the ist day 
of March, 1841, under the authority of the War Department, 
the same compensation shall be allowed as herein provided.” 

The question was taken on this motion; and, 
without a division, it was negatived. 

Mr. BUCHANAN asked for explanation in re- 
lation to the extension of double rations, under the 
provisions of the sixth section, to officers of the en- 
gineer and topographical corps employed at sepa- 
rate posts. 

Mr, PRESTON explained that the object of this 
sixth section was to extend the rations heretofore 
allowed, but recently abridged, to officers specified 
in the laws of 1797 aud 1802; but subject to the 
general order issued by the department on the 29th 
of May, 1842, 

The sixth section of the bill is in the following 
words: 

*Sec..6. That the rations authorized to be 


5 A allowed to abriga- 
ier while commander-in-chief, and to each i 


officer while com. 


“manding a separate post, by the act of March 3, 1797, and toe 


Me commanding officers of each separate post, by the act of 
perch Ae M2, shall hareatier be allowed only” tothe officers, 


. ter be allowed‘” and insert ‘to the following offi- 
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and in the cases specified in the regulation dated May 29, 1842, 
and promulgated by general order number —.” 

Previous to the date of the general order alluded 
to, it was supposed: the system of double rations 
had, from time to time, been so far extended as to. 
become burdensome to the treasury, and to amount 
to.an abuse, which it was necessary toabate. The 
department reverted to the laws.of 1797 and 1802, 
and, by its general order, made such specifications, 
according to those laws, as cut off halfor more than 
half of the casés which had been found so burden- 
some. In that general order, certain officers of the 
engineer and topographical corps, in certain cases, 
are allowed double rations. 

The CHAIR having stated that, if no further 
amendments were proposed, the question would be 
on ordering the bill to be engrossed for a third 
reading— 

Mr. WOODBURY observed that he had risen 
not to detain the Senate with a speech, but to call 


the attention of the Senate to a section of the bill | 


with regard to which he could speak of the bencfi- 
cial experience of the Government. He alluded 
to the fifth section of the bill, providing for theem- 
ployment of a superintendent of the casting of can- 
non for the public service. It had been found that 
guns, like chain cables and anchors, might pass 
the first test, yet fail on the second trial, under 
much less strain or force. He therefore approved 
of the principle of testing the metal before casting, 
and of the plan of superintendence proposed. 
General Wade, the person employed, was admira- 
bly qualified for the situation, both as an expe- 
rienced, practical and scientific man. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN thought it necessary to 
amend the sixth section, His impression was, that 
the officers to whom double rations were to be al- 
lowed ought to be specified in the bill itself, and 
not depend upon a reference to other laws or gen- 
eral orders. He also conceived that no such allow- 
ances ought to be made to officers of the engineer 
and topographical corps. 

Mr. PRESTON said he believed he could in 
part accomplish the object which the Senator from 


Kentucky had in view, by a motion he should sub- 


mit to amend the sixth section, 

After several suggestions made by Messrs. SE- 
VIER, CRITTENDEN, and BUCHANAN. 
Mr. Presron’s proposed amendment, as modified, 
was submitted in the following form, and it was 
adopted: 

To strike out all after the words “shall hereaf- 


cers, and no others: 

Ist. To the Major General commanding the 
army, and to every officer commanding-in-chief a 
separate army actually in the field. 


~~ Mde-Bo-the-generals commanding the eastern 


and western geographical divisions. 

3d. To the colonels or other officers commanding 
military geographical departments. 

4th, To the commandant of each permanent or 
fixed post, garrisoned with troops, including the 
puperntendent of the Military Academy at West 

oint. 

5th. To the commandant of each of the armories, 
and ofeach arsenal. ~ 

6th. To the officers of the corps of engineers 
and topographical engineers having the immediate 
command of the men engaged in the constructioa 
of fortifications, or other military works, or in the 
iniprovement of harbors or rivers; but not to in- 
clude any superintendent other than the officer hav- 
ing such immediate command.” : 

And the first five were adopted. 

Mr. PRESTON then moved to insert as an ad- 
ditional section, “to the Adjutant General.” 

Mr. CRITTENDEN required the question to 
be first taken on the proposition to allow the rations 
to officers of the engineer and topographical corps. 

Mr. PRESTON assented that the question should 
be so taken. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN observed that, unless every 
officer employed by the Government on service 
were to get double rations, or some allowance un- 
der the pretence of being in lieu of such rations, 
he could not see the propriety of granting engi- 
neers and topographical officers, merely overseeing 


laborers, and for which they are amply paid, or, if 


they are not, ought to be paid, a sufficiency in their: 
salaries. He hoped the proposition would not be 
agreed to. , fats , ; 
“The question then came up on adopting this: 
amendment; but, a quorum not voting, 
Mr. BUCHANAN called for the yeas and nays;. 
which were ordered, and resulted—-yeas 22, nays 


` 13. 
Mr. PRESTON then moved, as a 7th section, to 


include in the: allowance of rations the Adjutant 
General. : 

Mr. KING asked, Why not Quartermaster Gen- 
eral, &e., also? ` 

“Mr. PRESTON said he thought all the heads of 
departments ought to be ineluded; and he would 
therefore modify his amendment as follows: 

7th. To the Adjutant General, Quartermaster General, Sur- 
geon General, and Paymaster General. s 

The question was then taken on this amendment, 
and negativeđ, without a division. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, ; 

Mr. BERKIEN moved to proceed to the con- 
sideration of Senate bill No. 181, the debate on 
which lay over as unfinisbed business. 

The Senate bill No. 181, providing further re- 
medial justice in the district courts of the United 
States, was taken up. 

The CHAIR explained that, on a former day, 
the bill had been reported from the commitiee of 
the whole, and was now open to amendment. 

Mr. BERRIEN observed that, since the bill was: 
last before the Senate, he had come to the conclu- 
sion that an amendment should be made to render 
the meaning of the passage from the 16th to the 
20th line of the first page more explicit. He 
should therefore move to amend the bill as fol: 
lows: 

In the stipulation of cases in which habeas corpus 
may be issued by any of the justices of the Su- 
preme Court, or any judge of a district court of 
the United States, to amend that beginning in the 
16th. line, as follows: “Or for or on account of 
any act done or omitted under any alleged right, 
title, privilege, protection, or exemption, set up or- 
claimed under the Jaw of nations, or under the: 
commission, or order, or sanction, of any foreign 
State or sovereignty, [the validity and effect where- 
of depend on the law of nations] or under color 
thereof.” 

And, also, in the subsequent paragraph to make 
the following part of it, relating to the discharge of 
prisoners under such writ, conform to the above, 
viz: “It-shall appear that the prisoner or prisoners, 
is or are entitled to be discharged from suck con- 
finement, commitment, custody, or arrest, for or 
by reason of such alleged-right,-titte;-authurity,— 
privilege, protection, or exemption, so set up and 
claimed {and the law of nations applicable thereto.}”” 

The proposed amendments being within brackeis. 

Mr. WRIGHT observed that the amendment 
how proposed changed the ground so much that he 
should feel himself obliged to address the Senate 
on the general subject, somewhat at large; although 
he haq intended, unprepared as he was, to dp no 
more than simply to give his vote. ` 

Mr. W. then addressed the Senate for upwards 
of two hours, in opposition to the general principle 
ef the bill, As his remarks were mostly those of a 
legal argument, we cannot make a synopsis of them 
that would be intelligible to the general reader. 

The CHAIR then stated the amendments, and 
they were adopted. 

e The question was then propounded on ordering 
the bill to be engrossed for a third reading. ` 

Mr. WALKER called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, But ` 

Mr. BERRIEN observed that the importance of 
the question seemed to demand that a full Senate 


‘should be present. He should, therefore, move an 


adjournment. 
The Senate then adjourned, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, June 30, 1842, 
Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi presented the 
petition of Andrew Lee, sen., a revolutionary 
soldier, praying Congress to grant him a pension. 


“Mr, FILLMORE rose and saidhe was instrugted. 


by the Committee of Ways and Means to submit 
to the House the following resolution: f 

_ Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be required to 
inform this House whether any order, direction, or circular, for 
the collection of duties after the 30th June, 1842, has been is. 
sued by or under the direction of the Treasury Department; and 
ifso, that he furnish this House with a copy thereof; and that he 
be also required to inform this House if he is‘ still of opinion, 
as expressed in his finance report at the commencement of this 
session, “that it may well be. questioned whether any ad 
valorem duties can be collected after the 30th of June;” and if 
his opinion has undergone a change, that he will communicate 
the reasons which have induced the change. 


The resolution was agreed to. 

_ Mr. McKEON submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of testifying in some mode the 
high sense which the House of Representatives entertains of 
the labors, perseverance, and patriotic devotion to the interests 
and honor of the United States, evinced by Lieutenant Charles 


Wilkes and the officers and men engaged in the late exploring 
expedition, 


Mr. MALLORY objected, and the resolution 
was not received. 

Messrs. READ and W. BUTLER offered reso- 
lutions, which were agreed to, directing inquiry 
into the expediency of establishing certain mail- 
routes, 

Mr. WELLER rose and asked permission to 
introduce a bill to extend the present laws for rais- 
ing revenue from imports, 

Mr. FILLMORE thought it was necessary first 
to dispose of the bill under consideration; and 
therefore he objected. 

Mr: WELLER moved a suspension of the 
rules. 

Mr. BARNARD raised the question whether 
another biil could be introduced until the bill on 
the same subject was disposed of. 

The SPEAKER'S reply was not heard. 

Mr. BOWNE moved a call of the House. 

Mr, CUSHING called for the ayes and noes; 
which were ordered, and resulted as follows: ayes 
89, noes 83. So that a call of the House was or- 
dered. ; 

The Clerk then called the roll, and 191 members 
answered to their names. The Clerk called the 
absentees, and 202 were found te be present. 

Mr. BOARDMAN moved that all further pro- 
ceedings under the call be dispensed with; and the 
motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WELLER made some amendments in his 
bill; one of which was the following: to strike out 
the words “until otherwise ordered by Jaw,” and 
insert “until the 4th day of March next,” as the 
period to which “the laws existing and in actual 
operation” for the collection of imports should be 
extended. 

The yeas and nays were then taken on the sus- 
pension of the rules, and resulted as follows: yeas 
96, nays 106. So that the rules were not sus- 
pended. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT then asked leave to intro- 
duce a bill to remove certain doubts as to the in- 
terpretation of existing laws for the collection of 
duties on imports. 

Objection being made by several— 

Mr. ROOSEVELT asked the indulgence of the 
House while he explained the objects of the bill. 
{Loud cries of “Order, order.”] 

Mr. ROOSEVELT. Do gentlemen object to an 
explanation? 

Mr. ANDREWS. I object, and call the gentle- 
man to order. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT moved a suspension of the 
rules for the purpose of offering the bill, and called 
for the yeas and nays; which, having been ordered, 
resulted in yeas 91, nays 112. 

So the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. FILLMORE having called for the orders 
of the day—— 

The message of the President of the United 
States, received yesterday, returning the provision- 
al tariff bill, with his objections, was taken up; the 
question being that prescribed by the Constitution, 
on ordering the message to be inserted in the 
journal, and reconsidering the bill. 

Mr. BRIGGS, who was entitled to the floor, ad- 
dressed the House atsome Jength in a review of the 
message—against which he expressed himself in the 
strongest terms of disapprobation. He eaid that, 
by the law of March, 1832, called the compromise 
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act, all the daties on the importation of foreign 


| goods were on this day to be brought down to 30 


per cent.; and that, afier this day, the home valua- 
tion was to take effect, but undef such rules and 
regulations as may be prescribed by law. From 
this he argued that the compromise act would be 
inoperative, because no rules and regulations had 
been provided by Congress for the home valuation. 
Under these circumstances, he examined the rea- 
sons given by the President, in bis message, for 
returning the bill, which he contended were entire- 
ly insufficient. Mr. B. then went into an argu- 
ment, in which he defended the policy of distribu- 
ting the proceeds of the public lands. He reptied 
to the remarks of his colleague [Mr. Cusuixa] in 
favor of the veto power. He referred to the fact, 
that the veto had not been called into requisition 
for one hundred and fifty years in Great Britain— 
a fact made use of by Mr. Madison in favor of 
granting this power to the President. He contrast- 
ed the opinions of Edmund Burke with those of 
his colleague, who thought that the ‘co-ordinate 
branch of the Government” at the other end of the 
avenue might exercise the veto power at will. 

It might be, and had been, said that the land money 
was but a pittance to be distributed among the 
States; but, he answered, it was also a pittance io 
the treasury. The argument adduced only strength- 
ened the cause of distribution. He spoke of the 
majority who passed the distribution law, and who 
placed the President in power. Did not that offi- 
cer owe some respeci and conformity to the wiil of 
the majority who elevated him? It could not be 
doubted that those who elected him were in favor 
of the distribution. i 

Gentlemen had said this bill was framed to make 
an issue with thePresident. He (Mr. B.) disclaim- 
ed any such petty;purpose. He looked to a higher 
object—his duty to his constifuents and te his coun- 
try. i į 

Mr. STUART of Virgfhia said ke desired to 
present briefly some points, not iaken in debate, to 
the House. It wogld befseen ihat the President's 
objections, when divesgéd of their unintelligible 
verbiage, did not turm fon constitutional grounds, 
but on grounds of expediency. So far from the 
veto being in accordance with the compromise, he 
contended that the veto was a breach of that act, 
and a violation of faith towards one of the con- 
tracting parties. He read from the compromise to 
prove that it contemplaied a collection of such du- 
ties as were necessary to meet the expenses of the 
Government, and that it did not contemplate the 
use of the land money at all in defraying the ex- 
penses of the Government. The compromise bill 
was introduced in the House just one month after 
ie land bill had passed the Senate; and, when in- 
troduced, there was a majority of two-thirds in fa- 
vor of the land bill. 

Mr. PICKENS asked what limitation there was 
in that land bili? 

Mr. SFUART said five years; but yet he thought 
the bill contemplated a permanentsystem. The ar- 
guments used ir its support applied more to a perma- 
nent than to a temporary system. The cbject was, 
to take the lands out of the political market, and 
out of the hands of presidential aspirants. 

He referred to the circumstances under which 
the compromise act was passed, and the motives 
aciuating the North and the South in consenting to 
that measure. 
approximation to free trade as near as possible. 
The North derived the advantages of the home val- 
uation duties paid in cash, a number of articles 
coming in daty free, and the revenues of the Gov- 
ernment derived from imports alone. Consider- 
ing the shrewd character of the Northern people, 
could any one believe that they would bave ac- 
ceded to the compromise unless the distribution 
law would also go into effect? He went into a 
number of statistics to show the dependence of 
these two acts upon each other, and that they were 
considered part of one and the same system., 

He argued againsi the use of the veto power as 
dangerous in the extreme. It effectually gave the 
President the power to say in what mode taxes 
should be levied. There were but three or four 
modes of raising revenue; and, by vetoing’each as 
they might be adopted by Congress, he might thereby 
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prescribe his own systém, or sunder the Union. - I 
the present instance, he could see no: circumstance 
to justify, or ia any manner palliate, the course of 
the President. This was a. question affecting the- 
dignity of the House; and, should it yield, there 
would be no necessity for Congress whatever. They 
had better send an address to his “gracious majes- ` 
ty” at once, aud beg him to accede to their wishes. 
He begged that they would emulate the example of 
their Saxon ancestors in resisting the arbitrary will 
of one man. 


Mr. TILLINGHAST repfied to the remarks of. 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Cusmina,} 
and to similar remarks on the veto message of the 
President, by which it was intimated that, as the 
duties now collected exceeded 20 per cent., distri- 
bution could not take place on the Ist of July, ac- 
cording to their reading of the diz:ribution act of 
the extra sessien. This, he maintained, was an er- 
roneous construction of the act, which, he contend- 
ed, looked to daties that shall hereafter be im- 
posed. The compromise act of 1833 continued the 
duties above 20 percent. until the present period; 
and, therefore, there was nothing inconsistent with 
that act on the ground which had been taken. He 
was at a loss to discover, then, why this bill had 
been returned to them. If the proceeds of the pub- 
lic lands were distributed, he was satisfied it would 
not change, to the amount of one farthing, the rate 
of duty to be imposed by a tariff on any article. 
He then entered into a learned dissertation on the 
origin of the veto power, and the reason for ils 
adoption and exercise. 

Mr. PROFFIT congratulated the House on the 
calmness which had marked the discussions of this 
day, and which contrasted so much with the debate 
of yesterday, when an example was set by the older 
and more experienced members of the House 
which was calculated to prove pernicious to the 
younger and more inexperienced members. It was 
not his intention to occupy even the time which 
the rales of the House allotted to him; but to 
offer a very few remarks on the veto pow- 
er, and on the circumsianczs atiending its re- 
cent exercise; and he asked the gentlemen who con- 
tend against the veto to make a fair and palpable 
issue before the people of the country, that the 
question might be known and decided at the next 
Presidential election. He was made aware—by a 
paper some time since issued by a portion of this 
House—that this question would be brought up 
before the country. But he hoped it would not be 
deemed unkind in him, if he said that those gentle- 
men were making the veto power unpopular, by 
foreing upon the President bills which they knew . 
he could not sanction. Was that their present ob- 
ject? He trusted in God it was noi, Bat really, 
to Use people of the country, who looked on these. 
things with an unjaundiced eye, it so appeared. 
There was not a gentleman on this floor who did 
not know that this veto would come; and if the 
great tariff bill, as it was called, should be passed ... 
with the clause in it which it now contained in ref» 
erence to distribution, they knew well what would 
be its fate. Was there a gentleman on that floor 
who didnot know that? [A voice cried out: “Well 
give it hina.”] They had the power to do it. [A 
voice: “And we will do it.”] He had no doubt 
such was their intention, But he (Mr. Prorrir) 
hoped wise and prudent counsels would prevail. 
He hoped they would act with a proper regard for 
the interests of the laborer, the farmer, the me» 
chanie; and not, in a spirit of partisan warfare, 
send to the President measures which they knew 
he could not sanction. 

He did not consider that they had now the pros 
priety of the veto power legitimately before them 
on this bill, or whether it was originally placed in 
the Constitution in a spirit of wisdom; but, if gen- 
tlemen would argue. it, they must be answered. ~ 
The Federalist gave reasons for that power, which 
covered the whole ground; and, at the last Presi- 
dential election, General Harrison, on different oc- 
casions, when (as was said) he addressed 20,000, 
40,000, 50,000—ay, even 100,000 people, declared 
in favor of this, as, iv the language of Mr. Madi- 
son, a conservative power to guard acainst hasty 
legislation, and to prevent unjust and corrupt come 
sinations in the Legislature. With such principles, 


andthe avowal of such doctrines, the Whig party 
took General Harrison; and his language bad been 
quoted again and again; and by him (Mr. Prorrir)- 


that. doctrine“ had been, and ever would ‘be, ac- | 


knowledged and received, He went for'the veto. 
power.as it now existed, without qualification, as 
he believed it to be a. power wisely intended and 
calculated to produce good to.the country. 
‘There was no analogy-between the state of things 
here and in. Great Britain; “and, therefore, gentle- 


men erred when they. pointed to England on this | 


subject. The veto power was not exercised in 
_ England, they were told. Why, the minister never 
introdaced a bill into the British Parliament: with- 
out an assurance that it would receive the royal 
sanction, 

But if'a bill should pass the Commons House of 
Parliament, in opposition to the wishes of the oceu- 
pant of the throne and the ministerial officers of the 
Government, gentlemen forgot that, ere it could 
reach the reigning monarch, a creation of peers— 
which was an unlimited power which the crown 
possessed—could determine its fate in the other 
House of Parliament. But, farther: still the crown 
had the power to prorogue the Parliament, which 
was a power that did not exist in this country; nor 
‘did the practice prevail here, as there, of a resigna- 
tion of the ministry on a defeat of one of their 

“important measures. There was, then, no analogy; 
and'gentlemen erred greatly in their reference to 
the ‘absence of the exercise of the veto power in 
England. ° - 

‘Tbe gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Sruarr] told 
them that the people were opposed to the exercise 
of the veto power by the President. Who was the 
President? The representative of the people. But 
what was the state of things in this House? The 
Whig party had there a majority ef forty, and yet 
they could only, on some divisions of this bill, 
show a majority of four. Why, it was evident, 
then, that a large fraction of their own party dis- 
sented from the majority; and, in the Senate, 
the proviso of this bill did not receive the vote 
even of a majority of the Senators present; but 
it Was retainėd in the bill, because the motion 
being to strike out, and the votes being equal— 
21to 21—~the affirmative did not prevail. And, 
as the majority of this House differed amongst 
themselves, was it not passible that they might 
also differ from ‘the people? He knew 18 out of 
- 26 States had expressed their opinions lately; and 
one branch of the Legislature of one of the States 
which gave its support to General Harrison, had 
declared that it would not receive its share of the 
proceeds of the publie lands. It was alleged, as 
one cause of complaint, that the President had de- 
ceived his party, and that he had not gone with his 

_ Party... yy, Wad the geatlemen forgotten that one 


prominent ground taken by General Harrison, ther — 


great chief, was, that he would not be the President 
of a party, but of the country? And yet they com- 
plained that the President would not be exclusively 
the “President of a party. They complained, too, 
of the veto; but if ever a country required stich a 
power, it was this, in which was found every 
variety of climate, from one extreme to the other, 
with their varied and diversified interests. Their 
domestic institulions themselves differed far as 
the poles asunder; and, as the veto was originally 
instituted to guard the interests of the pecple against 
the acts or encroachments of their select assem- 
blies, so here also it was a conservative power, to 
guard against the evil combination of varying in- 
teresis for the accomplishment of particular de- 
signs. E 
He would say, boldly, that there never was a 
Republic on the face of the earth that did not pos- 
sess the veto power. When Cromwell was raised 
to the protectorate of England, that power was not 
taken away from him; and it was exercised in 
Holland under the De Witts. There was, how- 
ever, he should say, one exception—and that was 
the Republic of France. That Republic passed 
its laws directly, without any supervisory power; 
and, he would ask gentlemen, what was the result? 
» Were they. governed with anything like the wis- 
dom, intelligence, and patriotism which distin- 
d ihe, government. of Cromwell? No. On 
ty, they had all the power which the 
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Il “Whig party in Congress now wished to exercise. 
A decree was sometimes.passed. in as short a time 

| as fifteen minutes; that forming the revolutionary 
tribunal in seventeen minutes; and before a few 

short weeks or months had passed over, the very 

| man who introduced it (Danton). fell under. the 

power he had given to others, without being per- 

mitted. to. defend himself. This was the effect of a. 
want of the veto power; and he would warn gen- 

tlemen who were now so violently opposed to it, 

that the time might come when they would need it., 
There were important institutions of the couniry 

that were threatened with. destruction, and which 
this veto power might be needed to. preserve. 

| What did they hear yesterday? Why, a gentleman 
from.Maryland, [Mr. Wituiam’ Cost Joxnson,] 
one of the most talented and influential. mem- 
bers of the House, informed them that, befere 
the end of the session, he would introduce a bill to 
provide for the assumption of the debts of the 
States. Sir, (said Mr. P.,) a combination of the 
indebted States might pass such a bill at any mo- 
ment; and, if I were President, I would not give up 
the privilege of vetoing such a bill for all the glory 
mortal man ever acquired. Mr. P. reviewed the 
doctrine advanced by gentlemen on the other side, 
that the majority should govern. He denied the 
truh of that doctrine. If the majority should 
govern in all cases, why did the framers of the Con- 
stitution interpose the qualified veto, and require 
the sanction of two-thirds to pass a measure ob- 
jected to by the Executive? Why does it require 
two-thirds to expel a member, and why does it re- 
quire two-thirds to convict on a trial of impeach- 
meni? 

Gentlemen complained of the frequent use of 
this power. Well, whose fauit was it that it was 
used? If they would send measures to the Execu- 
tive that they knew he was conscientiously oppos- 
ed to, they must expect him to veto them. Geatle- 
men might compel him to use this power twenty 
times in the course of the session, but it would not 
be his fault if they compelled him to it. Great 
complaints had been made because the President 
filed, in the Department of State, his reasons for 
signing the apportionment bill; and the matter had 
been deemed of such importance as to cail for the 
appointment of a select committee on the subject. 
Why, he had been gravely sent for to go into the 
selest committee room to give his vote for sending 
for that paper, which might have been got ia half 
an hour, without all that trouble and parade, by 
the passage of a simple reselution calling for it. 
However, the President signed one bill, and gentle- 
men quarrelled with him for it; and the next day 
he vetoed another, and they quarrelled with him for 


gretted that there had been so much debate as to 
the propriety of the veto power. After some fur- 
ther remarks from Mr. P.—~ 

Mr. LANE of Indiana addressed the House in 
an animated and vehement censure of the Presi- 
dent’s message. He should not, he said, go intoa 
lengthy argument. Now was the time for voting 
and acting, and not for talking. The issue was 
now truly presented between the President of the 
United States and the Representatives of the peo- 
pie. The Congress of the United States, with a 
sincere desire to provide the ways and means for 
carrying on the Government, had passed an act to 
continue in force the present revenue laws for ane 
month; and the President, seeing fit to differ with 
them, upon mere grounds of expediency, had re- 
turned that bill to the House which orginated it, 
with his objections. Then the question arose, In 
whom was vested the right to carry out the reve- 
nue measures of the Government?—in the Presi- 
dent, or ia the representatives of the people? The 
isste was not between the Congress of the United 
States and the President: it was between the Presi- 
dent, who had proved recreant ‘to every principle 
of truth,.honor, and morality, and that abused con- 
stituency who had placed him id office. It was 
well that ours was a law-loving, law-abiding peo- 


pie: it -was well that the constitutional and le- 
gal security tbrown around him was strengthened 
by the peaceful disposition of the people. In other 
countries, a far différent spectacle would be pre- 
sented. They would not have that calm, deliber- 
ate discussion which here follows an occasion of 
this sort. If, in England, a.mere revenue meas- 
ure, passed by the Parliament, had been vetoed by 
the Crown, the voice of an outraged people would 
have been heard, in tones of thunder. A most 
strange doctrine, he- said, had been advanced, that 
the President had interposed between the people 
and their representatives. When and where was 
it that public liberty had ever been cloven down by 
its guardians, chosen by the people? Had it come 
to this, that Congress could only legislate in obe- 
dience tó the dictates of the President? Disguise 
the factias you may, it comes to this—that, inja sim- 
ple revenie bill, involving no violation of: the Con- 
stitution, the representatives of the people must be 
controlied by the Executive will. His colleague 
[Mr. Prorerr] had told them that the President had 
been forced into his vetoes by the factions opposi- 
tion in Congress.. Where was this factious oppo- 
sition? Who opposed every measure that the Whig 
party brought forward for the benefit of the country? 

They had yielded again and again for the sake 
of harmony; but had been unable to accomplish 
anything, from not having the Executive with 
them. What right had the Whig party to sup- 
pose that he would veto this bill? Did he not 
recommend the principle of distribution at the: 
extra session? Had he not again and agaia in the 
Virginia Legislature declared that the revenue 
arising from the public lands:sbould be distributed: 
among the S:ates? But how had they forced the 
President to the exercise of the veto power? Where 
was that factious opposition of which the gentle- 
man spoke? To provide for carrying on the Gov- 
ernment, and to save the country from disgrace, 
a measure was brought forward continuing the 
present tariff laws for one month longer. The 
Secretary of the Treasury had informed Congress 
that after the 30th June, (this day.) no revenue 
could be collected by law; and they had the same 
opinion from a committee of this House. Now, 
forsooth, Mr. Tyler had discovered that Congrese 
is wrong; that the Secretary of the Treasury is 
wrong; the Committee of Ways and Means is 
wrong; and that he can get on very well without 
any more legislation. We are toid (said Mr L.} 
in the book of books, that Balaam’s ass saw the 
angel before his master; and perhaps Mr. Tyler 
might see what Congress had not been able to 
discover. Mr. L. next reviewed the reasons given 
by the President for returning the bill, and com- 
mented with much severity-om thems 

This was another instance of the overwhelming 
strides of Executive power. If the proud eagle of 
American liberty should ever sink, it would be 
cloven down by the sword of the Executive. When 
the veto power was introduced, our forefathers did 
not look to Rome, but to the English Government, 
where the use of the veto was rare. What should 
Congress now du? Vote millions, when the Presi- 
dent refuses to allow a cent to be raised 2 No; but 
let the people know that the President has: annulled 
the revenue. laws, disbanded the army and navy; 
and left the Government to shift for itself, ‘ 

He alluded to an excuse of the President for ve- 
toing the biil—the circumstances of difficulties be- 
{ween us and a foreign country, which might lead 
to a war. This:was, indeed, a flimsy excuse; but, 
in case a war did come, he pitied its condition un- 
der such a captain and such a crew! (Laughter.) 
The passage of this. bill he tegarded as the proud- 
est act of the Whigs since they came into power. 
It might be called factious opposition to the Presi- 
dent, but he thought this was a cause in which all 
patriots might unite. The platform of “resistance 
to tyranny” was broad enough to rally upon. The 
President might look for support to his vetorial 
cohorts, and the levellers of this country. 

He contended that the whole object of the Presi- 
dent looked to the succession; and he asked if the 
honést Democrats of the country were willing to 
surrender up all their principles merely for the 
sake of making John Tyler President a second 
term. It was but lately that. the President had 


found out that the preservation of the conrpromise 


was an . indispensable condition to the distribution - 


of the proceeds of the public lands. In the Vir- 
ginia Legislature—in the Henrico letter—in all the 
former declarations of the President, no such con- 
dition was annexed. This repeal of the distribu- 
tion was one of the hard conditions on which the 
Democrats would give theif sapport, and which the 
power of the President compelled him to. accept. 

He. quoted from the veto message, and replied 
to. many arguments. therein—particularly. to the 
assertion that the land bill of the extra session 
could not bave been passed but for the insertion 
of the proviso. He (Mr. L.) did not-vote for that 
proviso; but he held that it was inserted in conse- 
quence of the rumors of a veto, so rife in Washing- 
ton. at that time; when it was said that the Presi- 
dent would not sanction an unconditional distri- 
bution of the land fund. 

He replied to the concluding rematks of the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr. Cusuina] on yes- 
terday. The gentleman had said this was no great 
crisis, and could see nothing in the assumption. of 
power by the President. Tne gentleman was, pét- 
haps, aservantof the Executive, who. could see 
nothing but good in his acts. This counvy, after 
having passed through the severest strvggles with 
honor, had now come to a serious catastrophe, and 
was called on to yield. itself up to“ihe erring ca- 
prices of one man, who had use? the veto, not to 
defeat hasty and ill-considered legislation, but to 
thwart the exertions of the Répresentatives of the 
people in behalf of the Coxstitution of their coun- 
try. He relied on the people to sustain their Rep- 
resentatives in vindicating and upholding the blood- 
bought Constitution of the United States. 

A gentleman had said that the President repre- 
sented the peopleof the United States! He would 
not waste words upon such an argument. He did 
not refer to the office, but to the locum tenens—John 
Tyler. He referred to the reasons sent to the 
State Department by the President for signing 
the apportionment bill, and thereby encouraging 
disobedience to the laws by the States. The action 
of fie President on that bill was in keeping with 
his course on the. present. Let others do as they 
might, he would rather sink the army and navy al- 
together—-he. would see the Potomac rise fifty 
fathoms above the dome of the Capitul~than sub- 
mitto the policy which might be prescribed by 
John Tyler. 

Mr. WELLER said he should not now say 
a word, but for the remarks which had been made 
by gentlemen on the other side of the House, in 
relation to the party to which he was atiached in 
principle and in feeling. But a number of the 
leaders of the dominaut party bere had said 
that the veto of the President upon the little tariff 
was the consummation of the treaty which had 
been long in progress between the President and 
Democratic party. The chairman of Ways and 


Means-~a man occupying no ordinary position, | 


and whose declarations were entitled to respect and 
consideration, had told the House that, in vetoing 
this bill, the President only consummated the 
treaty which had been pending during the last six 
months. Here, then, wasa declaration from a ree 
eponsible gentleman, who ordinarily paid great re- 
spect to the opinions of others, and who was ever 
careful in the utterance of hisown. The gentle- 
man said that the Democratie party now bad their 
man—they had what they always contended for, 
and what it was their character to seeke=the spoils. 
Did the gentleman [Mr. Fittmore] recollect the 
Ahof March, 1841, when this city was filled with 
hordes of office-seekers? Did he remember tie 
thousands from his own State, who then came on 
to Washington hunting for the spoils? What an 
thority then had he for charging the Democratic 
party with longing after the spoils? The gentle- 
man must have judged the Democratic party by 
his. own; or it might be, if he had gotten his share 
of those very spoils, he would be in a better hu- 
mor than at present. 

Bat (continued Mr. W ) could the gentleman 
from. New York (Mr. Fittmoke] show that one 
member of the Democratic party in the Howse had 
beep an applicant for any appointment whatever 
pnder the present Administration? Was it not 
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known that the very men now most hostilé to. the 


President were~ those who had beet rejected? 
were, in fact, disappointed applicants for the spoils? 
There would, he imagined, have been no complaint 
against Mr. Tyler, had he shaped his measures to 
suit them, and given them the offices which were 
-asked at his hands. In that ease, there would have 
been no complaints, and charges of perfidy from 
the universal Whig party. 

If he recollected rightly, the gentleman from 
New York, [Mr. Granoer,] who left a certain 
cabinet so mysteriously, said that he stood now 
where he stood in 1840, when he fought the mem- 
orable battle of that year with the universel Whig 
party. He stood then by a cider barre), upon the 
broad platform of 2 coon skin. [Laugbter.] Where 
does he stand now? [Laughter] What were 
then his principles? He did not ask the question 
in jest, but eariestly—what were the principles 
avowed in that contest? Did the tniversal Whig 
party pledge themselves that a land bill should be 
passed? No; not, at least, in his section of the 
country. There, the question of the distribution of 
the land fund was not discussed at all. Yet the 
party tell the House this is now one of their prin- 
ciples. All he had to say was, that they never 
avowed them when they were seeking power. 

In the present condition of the universal Whig 
party, he could sympathize with its members, had 
they obtained power by fair means. It is, indeed, 
a melancholy sight to sce a number of men, after 
struggling through twelve arduous years, and after 
spending all their influence and money in order to 
get into power, distracted and divided so soon 
after their accession. At the extra session, he was 
pleased to hear the remarks made by the gentleman 
from Indiana, [Mr. Lanz,] who came here 
flushed with victory, and who boasted that the 
Whig flag waved in triumph from one end of the 
Union to the other. {ts measures were then con- 
cocted, but not yet avowed. The gentleman from 
Indiana (Mr. Lang] delivered an elegy on the 
Democratic party, and said it was dead, without a 
hope of resurrection, It was his (Mr. W's.) for- 
tune to reply to the gentleman at that time. He 
told bhim that the Democratic party were not dead— 
that we were beaten, but would rise with renewed 
power and strength. He then told the gentleman 
that dissentioss would show themselves in the 
Whig ranks. He told him that there was a differ- 
ence between opposing an administration and origi- 
nating and supporting new measures, He warned 
him of the divisions that would arise among the 
Whigs. And now, without baving gained the 
character of a prophet, the House saw the events 
which he predicted had cometo pass. It was a 
righteous judgment on that party, for the means 
taey used to obtain their power, They got into 
place by humbuggery, and he hoped they would 
sink into the ruin which they merited, He should 
hate himself if, as a member of the Democratie 
party, he could wish it restored to power through 
such gross frauds as were practised on the other 
side. e 

The gentieman from New York [Mr. GranceR] 
said he stood up here in defence cf his fixed princi- 
ples. What were those principles when that gen- 
tlemen entered the cabinet of the President—what 
were they when he went out? [Laughter] The 
gentleman said the Democratie party contended for 
the spoiis. Will he tell us how many victims were 
guillotined whilst he remained in the Post Office 
Depariment? Were there no spoils then for 
which the gentleman bimself contended? 

Mr. GRANGER said he would answer the ques- 
tion whieh had been put to him. The number was 
seventeen hundred. 

Mr, WELLER. Yes! seventeen hundred indi- 
viduals tarned out of office during the short career 
of the geneman; and had he remained in office 
two weeks longer— 

Mr. GRANGER would also give the gentleman 
information on this head. Hiad he remained two 
weeks more, three thousand would have been add- 
ed to the list; making 4,700 iu all. 

Mr. WELLER. ‘These seventeen hundred men 
were victimized to this lust after the spoils, before 
the gentleman himself became a victim, [laughter.] 
This, too, is the gentleman who talks about the 


Spoils! Iniagine the -honorable..chairman of the 
Committee of Ways atid Means, with. his. pockets 
full-of recommendations, going. to. the Post Office 
Department to get the gentleman (Mr. Granozr] 
to remove. men whese only crime was, that they 
voted for Mr. Vai Buren for President! He (Mr. 
W:) undertook to say that numbers:were removed 
for no.other reason, except their having voted for Mr, 
Van Buren. The gentleman [Mr. Granowr] said 
jo himself, when deliberating upon a proposed ree 
moval, “Did this man vote for Mr. Van Buren? - 
that is the question,” [laughter.]. He put.it to the 
gentleman to say, whether he did not remove num- 
bers on that ground alone. a ae a 

Mr. GRANGER said he was not now prepared 
to answer the question; but the Post Office Depart- 
ment would show as nice a set of records as were 
ever kept, prior to any execution. ‘ 

Mr. WELLER said that might be considered.an 
answer by some, but he could not so regard it. He 
would show the gentleman a case of removal on 
the ground he had referred to, but that he supposed 
the gentleman was aware of all the circumstances, ° 
He could refer to instances in his own district. 

Had the gentleman from New York [Mr. GRAN» 
GER] retained his share of “the spoils,” probably 
he would not have broken out into such an invece 
tive against the Executive. He meant no- disre- 
spect to the honorable gentleman; for, personally, 
he entertained kindly feelings towards him. 

Some gentlemen had discussed the question be- 
fore the House, as if the House of Representatives 
had all the power of the Government. If it was de- 
signed by the Constitution that the House alone 
should enact laws, why. were all bills sent to the 
Senate and the President for their concurrence? 
Was the sigaature of a bill by the President a mere 
matter of form? Was he bound to sanction every 
measure presented to him ? 

The advocates of this junior tariff bill—this 
twelve line, or half an hour, measure—had said 
that it had the sanction of the people; that it was 
the essence.of the popular will; and that, in ve- 
toing it, the President had shown disrespect to the 
will of the people, as expressed through their Rep- 
resen'atives. The President, he thought, had as 
much right to say that he was acting in conformity 
to the will of the people as Congress. That the 
majority here misrepresent their constituents, we 
had evidence from the ballot-box at the recent elece 
tions throughout the country. There was nota 
reasonable doubt about the fact. The people might 
have voted the Whigs into power in 1840, but 
they had a right to change their opinions, and the 
result of the elections showed that they had 
changed. EA i 

It was strange, passing strange, that gentlemen, 
in discussing the important principles of a bih 
like this, could not do so without reproving the 
Democratic party. The Democratic party have 
had to answer for what were called the sins of the 
Executive. Whilst the Whigs had all the dis- 
tinguished offices and posts of bonor, and nearly — 
ali tke patronage of the Government, they still 
persisted in charging the Democratie party with an 
attachment and a hankering after the spoils. He 
(Mr. W.) took oceasion to say that he had not 
been an applicant for office from this Administra- 
tion, and would not accept of any within its gift. 
Yet, he believed that the President was actuated 
solely by the desire to advance the interest of his 
country. For this opinion he might be called a 
friend of the President, and bis peculiar advocate, 
But he cared not. He should soon go to the rich 
valley of the Osio, and there make bis appeal to 
the intelligent people of that country. If he should 
be put down, be should take more pleasure in 
going out of Congress than he ever bad in com- 
ing here. g 

He referred to the various charges made against 
the Democratie party, who were called levellers, 
agrarians, barn-burners, &e. He disregarded these 
charges, because they were brought against every 
man who dared to raise his voice against exclusive 
legislation. If the term Locofoco meant one who 
opposed the conferring on some men powers not 
enjoyed by others, he was a Loco, dyed in the 
wool. [i mattered not what appellations were ap- 
plied to him as a politician. 


-hen that parly 


extraordinary Success: They attempted io carry 
out: the odious measures of 1791. But: (said Mr. 
© W.) you will be driven fromthe high places of the 
land by the people. -Theit-sovereign power will 
sénd: you back to “the relirement from which you 
‘sought never to have come: [Laughter] You have 
‘yet ‘to settle’ your accounts; and “a new set of 
books. will be opened.” {Laughter.] You will 
-find that yotr names are not recorded among the 
elected of Heaven. [Laughter.]. According to the 
calculation which he (Mr. W) had made, about 
-IZO members now here, will, atthe first session of 
the next Congress, be in-the shades of private life. 
» The seats which you now occupy and know so 
“yell, will know you no more. [Laughter.] The 
sceptre has departed. [Laughter.] You played 
afew “fantastic tricks before high Heaven,” but 
you will soon have to return to` your constituents 
forever! [General laughter.} Should he (Mr. 
W.) be able to spare time from his congressional 
duties to go and sympathize with those gentlemen 
in their adversity, and console them for their de- 
feats, he should take very great pleasure in afford- 
ing them any such friendly consolation. [Laugh- 
ter. 

Bat for the course of remarks indulged in by 
some of the gentlemen who addressed the House, 
he should not have said a word about their mis- 
fortunes. Had they pursued a magnanimous 
course, and not exulted over a fallen foe, he should 
have remained silent on this occasion. But they 
“Were now reaping the fruit of the policy which they 
“had pursued. In the language of one of their 
choice and favorite songs, they said— 

“s “Well go for Tippecanoe and Tyler too, 
Without a why or wherefore.” 

They took these men as a man would take a 
bank note-—without knowing its value. They at- 
tempted to pass them off for more than they were 
worth, and now are caught in their own trap. 
[Laughter.] 

- . In 1840, it was known that Mr. Tyler did not 
“agree with the Whigsin principle. Yet he was 
_ Supported because of that very disagreement. He 
: was elevated to bis present station by en act of 
God. He was your man, (said Mr. W.) You 
elevated him to office; and now you are answerable 
_-forhim, [Laughter.] The President oceupies the 
same position which was assumed by Gen, Harri- 
son in his inaugural address, in relation to the veto 
power. He has only exercised it on the same oc- 
casions which were laid down as proper for its use 
by Gen. Harrison. Did you expect him to forget 
all his principles, all his past political associations, 
merely for the sake of preserving harmony in the 


universal. Whig.party? 


ed to carry everything by caucus, When any matter 
coame up in the Tlouse suddenly, en adjournment 
was moved, and a caucus held in some of the lower 
rooms of the Capitol, in order to see if the refrac- 
tory members of the wniversal Whig party could not 
_ be whipped in. (Laughter.] The next day the 
edict was always passed within‘the twinkling of 
an eye. It was amusing to the Democratie minor- 
ity to see the facility with which the refractory 
spirits were brought to toe the mark. 
Yet there was a litle band—the guard—who 
could not be whipped into the traces. They had 
some notions of republicanism still lefi; and they 
resisted the tests which were applied to them. From 
that day to the present, the guard have been kicked 
and cuffed from ail quarters. [Laughter.] To see 
a small body of jive or six men standing up against 
the universal Whig party, was, indeed, enough to 
excite admiration. Mr. W. referred to the history 
of events at the extra session, and the efforts made 
to induce the President to sign a bark bill, The 
party—many of them—admiited that the bank 
might be unconstitutional; yet it was necessary to 
Preserve the unéversal Whig party; and therefore 
they asked the President to yield to the mandates 
of their caucus. 

These caucuses were held cn every cecasion— 
‘even on points of order, When a tariff bill had 
tobe: proposed, one or two threatened to vote 

sainst “the: whole, if the interesis of their districts 
“Mol ingluded in ihe protection afforded. He 
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“believed the gentleman from Rhode Island [Mr. 


The Whigs came into power; flushed with their | 


_ tion of pins. iis “es 
"Mr. ‘TILLINGHAST said there was no pin 


Cae into power, they attempt. - 


TituixcHast] stood up. and demanded the protec- 
{Great laughter.] 


manufactory in his States : 


Mr. WELLER thought the gentleman had pre- - 
sented a memorial to that effect last year. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST said it was true that the 
Committeé.on Manufactures had directed him to 
report a bill for the protection of pins; but the pe- 
tition came from New York, and not Rhode 
Island. f 5 

Mr: WELLER said he might have been mista- 
ken. “Some gentlemen near him, however, sug- 
gested that the gentleman Might have made a 
‘movement fer the protection of Pills. ‘{Laughter.] 
Be that as it might, there were interests enough in 
the caveus to demand protection. 2s 


- He referred to the manner in which the land 
bill was gotten through at the extra session, and 
the proviso which was attached to it; and without 
which, the President would not have signed it. 
While dwelling on this subjèct, a member near 
him mentioned the bankrupt law. Mr. W. said 
he would not speak of that law. Suffice it to say, 
that never was such an outrage committed on 
respectable legislation as was afforded by the man- 
ner of its passage. . 


They had lately passed a junior tariff bill, and 
endeavored to commit the President to the princi- 
ple of unconditional distribution, thinking that, 
should he sign this, he could not refuse to sign the 
larger tariff bill. But the President held thera to 
the compromise, and vetoed the little tariff. Did 
any one believe that he would have done so if he 
could have avoided the aci? The veto power was 
one of the conservative principles of the Govurn- 
ment, and there was no danger of a President go- 
ing out of his way to exercise it. This measure 
was not passed with sufficient deliberation. The 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
endeavored to take it out of committee and pass it 
in half an hour, 


Mr. FILLMORE said he desired it to be under- 
stood that the Committee of Ways and Means was 
not responsible for the resolution he introduced 
for taking the bill out of committee. That resoln- 
tion was entirely his own, and offered on his own 
individual responsibility. He also took the present 
occasion to correct an assertion repeatedly made 
in one of the papers of the city, and on the floor of 
the House, that he had endeavored to have the 
provisional tariff bill passed in half an hour. The 
truth was, when he offered his resolution, the bill 
had been under discussion one whole da 


which he could have adopted to effect that object. 


Mr. WELLER said his recollection cf the cir- 
cumstances wag this: In the afternoon of the day, 
the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Gitmrr] got the 
floor, and the committee rose; when the gentleman 
(Mr. FILLMORE] offered his resolution for disposing ` 
of the bill in half an hour. It might have been 
debated three or four hours that day; but was that 
sufficient time to examine a bill, important in its 
consequences, and to which many of us were op- 
posed? If that was not hasty legislation he knew 
not what was. Moreover, after the bill pass- 
ed the Senate, it was brought baek here, and 
passed under the application of the previous 
question. The majority, though they had 
the power to silence debate, could not take from 
the President the right waich the Constitu- 
lion gave him to intercept its passage. If they 
could, he (Mr. W.) had no doubt but that they 
would even gag him. - Did the President refuse to 
sanctiona any measure of the party here, he was de- 
nounced as a traitor. Would any one charge him 
with being a traitor to his country? No; but a 
traitor to the universal Whig party, because he 
would not sacrifice his principles, and violate his 
coascience. He was willing to let the people say 
whether or not the President was guilty. 

After some further interesting remarks from Mr. 
WELLER 


Mr. CARUTHERS obtained the floor, and 
moved an adjournment; which prevailed. 

And at half past 4 o'clock, the House ad- 
journed. ; 


IN SENATE, 
Fripay, July 1, 1842. 


Mr. BATES presented a memorial from Frank- : 


lin Whitney, praying to be protected in his right to 
a patent; which was referred to the Committee on 


- Patents. 


On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, leave was granted 
to withdraw from the files the petition and papers 
of William and James Crooks. 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, leave was granted 
to withdraw from the files the petition and papers 
of Mrs. Mary W. Thompson. = 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented to the Senate the 
preceedings*of a mass meeting of the citizens of 
Pittsburg and its vicinity, held on the 224 ultimo, 
in favor of a protective tariff. Mr. B. said that, 
from ‘he names appended to the call for this meet- 
ing, (numbering, as they did, about fourteen hun- 
dred,) as well as from the names of its officers, and 
those who addressed it, there was no doubt that the 
meeting was what it purported to be, “without dis- 
tinction of-party.” He would also say that, from 
his knowledge of the individuals who had com- 
posed this meeting, he believed they were men of 
as much intelligence, respectability, and moral 
worth, as any similst number which could be con- 
vened in any portion of the United States. The 
resolutions which they had adopted were all deci- 
dedly in favor of a proteciive tariff. 

Mr. B. said he would take this oegasion’ to re- 
mark, that since he had been in publie life, there 
never had been so propitious a moment as the 
present for adjusting the tariff question upon a per- 
manent and satisfaciory basis. If tne hopes of the 
country upon this subject were destined to defeat, 
it was now rendered manifest that it would be 
solely because of its forced and unnatural con- 
nexion with the distribution of the proceeds of the 
public lands. The revenue necessary to meet the 
expenses of the Government, and gradually to ex- 
tinguish the existing public debt, would require the 
imposition of duties sufficiently high to afford all 
the incidental protection to manufactures which 
they require. In the assessment of these duties, 
whilst revenue should be his main object, he would 
discriminate—and especially would he discriminate 
in favor of such manufactures as were essentially 
necessary to render us independent of foreign na- 
tions in time of war. He concurred enlirely with 
General Jackson in bis celebrated message to Con- 


a -gress of the 16th January;-1833, im Telaton to the 


outh Carolina controversy, —that it would not be 
proper to provide that “the same rate of duty shall 
be imposed upon the protected articles that shall 
be imposed upon the unprotected; which, more- 
over, wou!d be severely oppressive to the poor, and 
in time of war, would add greatly to its rigors.» 
No civilized nation upon the face of the earth had 
ever adopted a uniform horizontal scale of duties 
upon all articles, whether of great or small bulk or 
value, or whether their- importation were prejudi-« 
cial or beneficial to the country. And whilst he 
would not consent to raise one cent more of tev- 
enue than was necessary for an economical. ex- 
penditure of the Government, he would discrimi~ 
nate, moderately and judiciously, in favor of all 
the great interests of the country, whether. they 
were agricultural, mechanical, commercial, or 
manufacturing. , 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported baek, without amendments. 
House bill entived “An act to compensate the 
township of Dublin, in Mercer county, Ohio, 
for the loss of school lands.” The bill, as it came 
from the House, provided for a compensation of six 
doliars per acre for so much of the school section 
as was covered by reserves to Anthony Shane and 
Lewis Godfroy, that being the appraised value of 
the lands. The amendment gives two dollars per 
acre, instead of six, that being the minimum price 
ot ae land at the time it was granted to the reser- 


Mr. S, also reported, from the same committee, 


1 
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. setle: 


the Territory of lowa, witha special re- 


J Port; which was ordered to be. pritited. 


r. S, said this bill extended the right of pre- 
émption to the settlers in the county of Dubuque, 
in the Territory of. Iowa, to lands covered by the 
supposed Dubuque claim, which the report declares 
to be invalid, reserving to the claimants, should 
the claim ultimately prove otherwise, an equiva- 
lent in an equal quantity of other public lands sub- 
ject to private entry. Mr.S. said a majority of 
the committee had concurred in the report and bill, 

- thé minority having dissented. 
` Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Agriculture, 
to which had been referred the memorial of Joshua 
Leavitt, asking Congress, inthe revision of the 
tariflaw, to discriminate in favor of such nations 
as will admit the produce of the United States into 
their ports free of duty, said that that committee 
had instructed him to ask the Senate to have the 


memorial printed. The question was put, and the , 


memorial was ordered to be printed. 

The memorial contains at least fifty tables cpti- 
nected with the subject, many of them of gfeat 
value, and never printed in this country—sdme of 
them original. i f 

It gives a history of the efforts in Zbgland for 
the repeal of the corn Jaws; and shp#s the reasons 
for believing that those efforts wast soon be suc- 
‘cessful. It then shows the péhefits which this 
country will derive from the Spening of this trade, 
and the certainty that no sther ‘country can com- 
pete with us. The resovéces of the grain and pro- 
vision-growing sectiops of the country are eluci- 
dated in a variety of Ways. i 

The effect of thé corn laws in deranging the 
finances of Englend, and, through her, in embar- 
rassing the cọúmerce of the world, is explained. 
The necessity of purchasing wheat in the nearest 
markets, athe moment when prices are raised by 
a short arvest, leads to large importations from 
the newest ports, Hamburg, Rotterdam, &c., where 
few British goods are taken; and,consequen tly, the 

ents have to be made in specie, which at 
ce produces a drain upon the Bank of England, 


and compels the great regulator to regulate itself, 


y curtailing the discounts, so as to prevent the 

‘@rain of specie.. In the first nine months of the 
year 1839, no less than EIGHT MILLIONS sterling of 
hard cash were exported to pay for wheat. The 
consequence was, that the bank was only saved 
by a large loan from the Bankof France. The 
same process compels the fall of goods and stocks 
10 raise money, diminishes the facilities of business, 
and cramps trade all over the world. 

In 1840, again, prices rose to 72s. when upwards 
“ot amillien of quarters of wheat—eight bushels 
“to a quarter—were imported in a month or two, to 

be paid for in specie. The bank abridged the term 
of bills discounted from 93 to 65 days. Stocks 
fell, and were sacrificed; goods fell, and were ex- 
ported ata loss; and the whole market was un- 
settled. 

. In 1841, again, the price of wheat rose rapidly. 
The duties fell from 20s. 8d., on the 6th August, to 
1s.,0n the 10th September. Nearly two millions 
of quarters of wheat were entered in the moath of 
September, of which 1,164,738 were imported in 
that month; and the bank was again obliged to re- 
sort to the most cautions management. The 
whole quantity of foreign wheat entered during the 
year 1841 was 2.236,152 quarters; of which up- 
wards of two millions, or 892 per cent, were en- 
tered in the months of August and September, and 
1,852,619 quarters, or 83 per cent., ina single 
week, paying only a duty of Is. per quarter. The 
whole. duty received on foreign wheat in the year 
was £390,070; of which the duty received in the 
two monihs was but 33 per cent., and the duty in 
the week specified was 24 per cent. Thus, 892 per 
cent, of. the imports paid bat 33 per cent. of the 
duty; and 83 per cent. paid but 24 per cent. 

- The memorial has a calculation to show that the 
rerulis.of the election in 1841 are not to, be con- 
sidered the voice of the people of England at all, 
and thetefore afford no evidence of a final deter- 
minalion.in that country to adhere to the corn 

` Jaws... The registered electors in Great Britain and 
Jieland are $12,916, while the adult male popula- 


toextend: the ‘right-of pre-emption to certain | 


tion amounts to: 5,812,276. This shows that only 
every seventh man has any voice in the elections. 
As the vote is given -viva voce, and not by ballot, 


tenants dare not vote to displease their landlords. . 


Then, the apportionment of representation renders 
the inequality still worse. Of the 658 members of 
Parliament, a majority are elected by constituen- 
cies having only 158,870 electors, or an average of 
480 to each member: that is, a majority of Parlia- 
ment represents one thirty-fifth part of the adult 
male population. ‘To call such an election an evi- 
dence of the will of the peoplein favor of the corn 
laws, is ridiculous. ; 

The influence of the corn laws in producing 
general poverty among the people is illustrated in 
a way that shows how far the cotton-growers of 
this country may_be interested in this question of 
corn-law repeal. From returns, it appears that the 
quantity of cotton-wool entered for consumption 
in England, in 1841, was 156,000 bales less than 
in 1840; while the export of manufactured goods 
was greater by 10,000,000 founds yarn, and 
90,000,000 yards cloth—showing a predigions de- 
crease of home consumption, produced by the in- 
ability of the people te buy goods. Among the ef- 
fects of Sir Robert Peel’s course on the subject of 
the corn laws, the memorial describes the union 
now being consummated between the anti-corn- 
law party and the universal suffrage party, or be- 
tween the middle classes (as they are called) and the 
operatives. Among the curious developments of 
this conflict, a specimen is given of the addresses 
which were adopted in some large towns, as Derby 
and Southwark, congratulatory to the Queen on 
the birth of the Prince of Wales. 

One of the most important portions of the me- 
morial is the full account given of the grain re- 
sources of continental Europe, showing that those 
countries cannot meet the demand in England, 
and that they cannot increase their products be- 
yond the increase of their own population. The 
facts on this subject are numerous, and drawn 
from the most authentic sources. They are ac- 
companied with much curious calculation in re- 
gard to the supply of human food in different 
countries. There is also an account of the corn 
laws of France and Holland, and of the markets 
which might be opened for our provisions. 

The memorial concludes with praying Congress 
to incorporate in the new tariff bill, should one 
pass, a reduction of the duties one-third in favor 
of the productions of any country that will admit 
our provisions duty free. 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee cn the 
Judiciary, to which had been referred House bills 
for the relief of John Johnson, and for the relief 
of Eli Wheat and Stephen White, reported them 
buck without amendment. 4 

Mr. CRAF PS, from the Committee on Printing, 
to whieh was referred the motion to priet the re- 
port from the Treasury Department covering the 
proceedings of the commission instituted, under 
President Harrison, to examine the affairs touch- 
ing the public buildings, reported adversely to the 
printing of said report. 

Mr. WOODBURY said there was a call for the 
expenses in the aggregate and in detail, incurred 
by thateommission. He thought that part of the 
report, at least, should be printed; for money 
should not be drawn from the treasury unless the 
people know what amount, and for what purpose 
sodrawn. Mr. W. wished to amend the report so 
as to have that part printed. 

The CHAIR did not think the motion was in 
order. 

Mr. TAPPAN made some remarks on the pro- 
pricty and importance of printing that part of the 
report at least. 

Mr. WOODBURY did not wish to amend the 
report; instead of doing that, he wished the Senate, 
instead of accepting the report, to pass a resolu- 
tion that so much as relates to the expenses of the 
commission be printed. 

Mr. EVANS and Mr. PHELPS were under- 
stood to be opposed to excepting any part from the 
adverse report of the committee. Mr. P. thought 
a resolution bad better be passed calling for a re- 
port, from the department, of the expenses of ths 
commission. > 


p ` hòl 


Mr. WOODBURY said a resolption was passed 
by the Senate for that object, -The resolution call- 
ed for the amount of expenses in the aggregate and 
in detail; and there was such a report among those 
papers, All he wanted wasto have that report 

‘printed. The proper motion, therefore, was to Te- 
commit the report to the Committee on Printing, 
with instructions to select such patt as related to 
the Expenses to be printed. 

" Engrossed bill, entitled “An act respecting the 
reorganization of the army, and for other pur- 
poses,” was read the third time and passed. 

Mr. ARCHER, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to which had been referred the joint reso- 
lution from the House, authorizing the board es- 
tablished to make rules for the navy, to appoint a 
clerk, reported the same back without amendment. 


REVENUE AND HOME VALUATION. 


Mr. WOODBURY remarked that he would now 
ask leave of the Senate"to introduce two’ bills, of 
which he gave notice yesterday. They both res 
lated to some doubts and imperfections supposed 
by many to exist in the present revenue laws, and 
the collection of duties under them. But neither 
of them was a bill to raise revenue; and, therefore, 
both could, in his opinion, originate rightfully in 
the Senate. And as the day had arrived when the 
country was exposed to much litigation and. doubt 
concerning the collection of duties, unremedied as 
yet by any new legislation instituted in the other 
House, or perfected anywhere, he offered these bills 
with a view at ence to remove the difficulty. They 
did not raise revenue either by imposing higher du- 
ties or new duties. They imposed no tariff what. 
ever, though (to removd doubt sin continuing old 
laws in force for assessing and ¢ollecting duties al- 
ready imposed) the first bill expressly provided that 
no higher duties should be enforced than what 
were equivalent to 20 per cenl, being the highest 
now in force by other acts of Congress. 


The imposition of a daty was the raising of rev- 
enue. The mode of appraising imports, and col- 
leeting the duties on them, was only the machinery 
for the latter purpose. ‘Phéy were as distinct as a 
right and the remedy forjit. Both of the bills, 
therefore, could originate here as properly as a bill 
to make more appraisers, or give a new form of ac- 
tion, or prescribe a new rule of evidence in cases 
connected with the customs. No such acts raised 
the revenue, but merely provided ways and means 
for collecting what was raised by other provisions 
oflaw. Supposing the leave, then, to be granted: 
the first biil, in its details, was such as to be merely 
declaratory, to remove any existing doubls abut 
other laws. First, it enabled the treasury” to col- 
lect the 20 per cent. on the appraisal and value 
provided for in the act of Joly, 1832. It thus, for 
the present, gut sid of any apprehended difitaity 
from the want of any home valuation having been 
yet specially established by Congress under the 
compromise act. . p 

In the next place, it obviated the other objection 
raised under the compromise act—that even twenty 
per cent. on ceriain articles alluded to therein could 
not be collected, without some new jaw re-enact- 
ing that rate of duty, or declaring that rate of duty 
on them to be in force after the 30th of June, 
1842, ` 


On a former occasion he (Mr. W.) bad ex- 
pressed opinions on these matters, and deemed new 
legislation prudent, though not indispensable. But, 
(what was also very desirable, and the want of 
which had created much embarrassment in the little 
tarif act, now under the veto of the President,) the 
proposed bill refrained from raising any question 
concerning the land distribution law, or its proviso 
concerning revenue. It avoided mingling a ques- 
tion so egitating and vexatious with the matter 
of correcting a supposed vital doubt in the opera- 
tion of the whole revenue system. Let us now ob- 
viate the latter alone, and as early as practicable, 
and not connect with it another question not ne- 
cessary or inseparable. 

The difference in duty for afew weeks was of 
no consequence, compared with the great object of 
avoiding collision about the lands, and alse about 
the loss of the whole income from imports. - 

If we did not, as soon as practicable, renounce 


all doubt as: to the latter, we. not only incited to 

~Viigation and ‘expense, but opened a door to the 
entire loss of all that income till new legislation 
took-place. But we might take from the manufac- 
turer allincidental protection, even to 20 per cent; 

~ and we might reduce the value of all goods on hand 
with merchants, to quite the extent o that twenty 
percent. If all was free from this time forward, 
(as several gentlemen had seriously contended on 
the other side,) such must be the great and unex- 
pected consequence. Time, then, was every thing 
in action on it: aday’s unnecessary delay might 
cause deplorable difficulties. 

The second bill endeavored to eut, if it did not 
untie, the Gordian knot as to home valuation. It 
could be acted on with more leisure, as the first bill 
removed the effects of doubts for the present. But 
the home valuation we were bound, under the com- 
promise act, to provide for, We had not yet done 
it since 1833. There should be express legislation 
by Congress, and never too much left to Execu- 
tive discretion. This bill did it: it did it, also, in 
such a manner as to make the duties uniform; and 
it came, he believed, as near the real home value 
as any rule, more flexible, expensive, and uncer- 
tain, would be likely to introduce. 

It accorded, too, with the habits of the country 
and the custom-house most of the time during the 
last half century, in adding a certain fixed per 
centage to the foreign value, before the ad valorem 
duties were assessed here. 

This bill could be maturely considered and amend- 
ed, if objectionable. But he did not believe that 
any other system to settle the value here would 
ever be agreed on. : 

His object in both was practical. He acted, in 
offering them, on his own impulses of duty, con- 
sidering the present alarming condition of the 
finances. He did not move on the subject till all 
was in jeopardy, as the duty was officially now in 
other hands. He now meant nothing beyond what 
the bills and he himsejf said; and their fate was 
with the Senate. But he sincerely trusted that, 
if these bills did not succeed, those who objected 
would speedily offer and carry something better, 
in order to obviate some of the dangers and disas- 
ters which they, even more than he, believed to 
hang over thé country and its future destinies. 

The b Ils were then read, as follows: 

A BILL to extend for a time the laws for laying and collecting 
duties on imports, 

Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 


of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That all laws existing in force on the 30th June, A. D, 1842, 


regulating and fixing the amount and rate of duties to be. 


levied and collected on goods, wares, and merchandise im- 
ported into the United States, and prescribing the mode of 
appraising such goods, and collecting such duties, and atl pro- 
visions in relation thereto, shall continue and be in force, as 
they existed on that day, until otherwise provided by some 
law hereafter passed; except that, till such arrangement, the 
duties assessed shall in no case, after the said 30:h June, 1842, 
be higher than what is equivalent to 20 percent. on the value 
Of the articles imported. 


A BILL to provide for a system of home-valuation on goods 
imported into the United States. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That hereafier the valuation of goods imported into the United 
States shall be ascertained and regulated atthe port where the 
same shall be entered, as follows: Ist, Tne value abroad at the 
place of exportation shali be fixed in the manner prescribed in 
tAn act to alter and amend the several acts imposing duties on 
imports,” passed July 14, 1832; and, with a view to cover 
charges, freight, and all matters usually increasing the value 
here over that abroad, there shall be added twenty per cent. in 
cases of imports from beyand the Cape of Good Hope, and 
fifteen per cent. in all cases of imports from this side the Cape 
of Good Hope, And the valuation, so attained and made, shall 
be considered the home-valuation of imports, or the value 
thereof at the port where entered, for all purposes of assessing 
duties thereon, 


Mr. HUNTINGTON said the question of leave 
to introdsce the bill involved a question of some 
moment. The bill extendirg the revenue laws 
was of great importance. Ñ proposed io extend 
the existing law, except that the rate of duties to 
be collected tinder it shali not exceed 20 per cent, 
Mr. H. contended that this was a revenue bill, to 
all intents and purposes; and could not, as such, 
be originated in the Senate, the Constitution con- 
fining such a right to the House of Representatives. 
It was a bill to raise money for the support of Gov- 
ernment. Though it was a bill to extend an ex- 
isting law, yet it proposed to modify that law; and 
it was the same, in its legal effect, as if it were an 
original bill levying duties, The Senate had, on 
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one océasion, gone so far as to rule a bill to issue 


treasury notes out of order, on the ground that it 


was virtually a revenwe bill—the objeet being to 


raise revenne—and should have originated in the 
House of Representatives. Now, if that was a 
true and practical construction of the Constitution, 
certainly this bill, which goes to fix a rate of duties 
and to raise revenue for the support of Govern- 
ment, could not be origizated in the Senate. It was 
to continue existing laws, and was, therefore, a bill 
to raise money, Bat it. was, in his opinion, and 
he had so expressed himself heretofore, that after the 
30th June there would be no revenue laws; and the 
same ground had been taken by other Senators on 
thatside, (the Whig side,) that on this very day there 
was no law by which one cent of revenue could be 
collected. If we have no power, by existing law, 
to collect duties, then this was a bill not merely to 
extend an existing Jaw, but to .raise revenue by the 
imposition of new duties.. Such, he maintained, 
was its cffect, and should therefore originate in the 
House. 

He was aware of the condition in which the 
country was placed, and particularly the manufac- 
turing interests. His eyes were net elosed to the 
interests of those whom he represented. He sta- 
ted, some time since—when the tariff bill, which is 
vetoed, was under consideration—the necessity for 
its passage, to guard the revenues of the country, 
and the manufacturing interests. Where are we 
now on this question? and who is responsible for 
the deplorabie state of things? Is it Congress, or 
another department of the Government? On this 
incidental question, he would not diseuss that point; 
but he would only say that, if duties could not be 
collected, the fault did not lie at their door. It was 
said by the President, in the veto message, that he 
was advised that duties could be collected under 
the law of 1833. Whether it was the Secretary 
of the Treasury (who, in his reporton the finances, 
said that no duties could be collected under existing 
laws) who advised him, he did not know; or 
whether it was a great legal mind of the Cabinet, 
or elsewhere, he did not care. But he would 
say, that whoever expressed such an opin- 
ion would fied tbat, when the question came 
before the judicial tribunals, as it would, there 
would be but one opinion—that no revenue eculd 
be collected on the importations subsequent to the 
30:h of June, without new legislation. Mr. H. 
then made seme remarks on the tariff laws of 1832, 
the provisions of which, as to the mode cf assess- 
ing the duties, were, he said, repealed by the law 
of 1833; which law, after the 30:h of June, pro- 
vided for a home valuation. Though it repealed 
the mode of assessing duties, it did not undertake 
to fix a substitute for that mode, leaving it open to 
subsequent !egislation. 

(Mr. Bucnanan (in an undertone.) You Whigs 
have a majority in both Houses—why have you 
not legislated long since; and fixed the principle of 
assessing duties under the kome valuation?] 

Mr. H, thea reverred to the debates and pro- 
ceedings on the compromise act, and quoted copi- 
ous extracts from them, to show that the right 
was positively denied to the President and Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to make any rule, after the 
30:h of June, to carry out the principle of home 
valuation, but that act left the details, to effeet 
that system, to the subsequent legislation of Con- 
gress, 

Mr. WOODBURY did not consider the biils now 
offered as bills to raise revenue—either by increas- 
ing duties, or continuing laws heretofore in foree, 
authorizing higher duties than now collectable; 
therefore, he did not see how they could be viewed 
as measures not conning within the province of the 
Senate to originate. His object was to retain đu- 
les as they now are—at 20 per cent., according to 
the compromise act; but to apply to its collec:ion 
the machinery of the revenue law of 1832. That 
object was certainly not beyond the constitutional 
power of the Senate to originate. He admitted, 
however, that if, in reality, no duties could be col- 
lecied under existing laws, it would not be compe- 
tent for the Senate to originate bills which would 
effect the collection. Such, however, he assumed, 
was not the case. But, as long as it was believed 
by those who had to pay duties, or asserted in Con- 


gress, that there was a doubt on the subject, it wag 
competent for the Senate to originate a declarator 
measure setting aside such doubts, : 


Mr. EVANS observed that he was very well 
aware of the importance of the subject broyght to 
the notice of the Senate by the honorable Senator. 
from New Hampshire, and that it was necessary. 
there should be some speedy legislative action in: 
relation to it. 


2 ani ema 


Bat it seemed to him at least doubts =; 


ful whether that action could- properly arise in the © 


Senate. 
disposed to strain a point on an occasion so urgent; 


to ascertain whether it is possible for the Senate fo ` 


enter upon the subject without violation of the rule « 
laid down by the Constitution, fully impressed with 
the conviction that the best interests of the country 
demanded immediate action. He should not, 
theretore, object to the introduction of the two 
bills proposed by the honorable Senator, even 
though he had strong doubts that the Senate could 
originate such measures. These doubts rested on 


. the fact, that the intention and object of the bills 


are evidently to raise revenue for the treasury; or, 
in other words, the effect ef which will be to bring 
into the treasury money from duties—measures for 
which, it is the province of the House of Represent- 
alives to originate. Now, if the question. was, 


whether such would be the effect of the bills, he: 


could not see any objection to entering upon it at 
once. But ifthe laws, as they stand at present, 
cannot be made available for supplying the treas- 
ury—and if, by hese bills, that defect can be 


remedied; and those laws can, by their means, be ~ 


not only made efficient, but placed on a more sta- 
ble foundation,—he conceived the very effect thus to 
be produced, would be such as to throw doubt on 
the constitutional power of the Senate to originate 
them; inasmuch as that effect must be to place in- 
the tressury means which it would not have but 
for them. If the argument was well grounded, 
that no revenue could be collected by the laws as 


they now stand, there could not be a doubt thatit . 


would not be competent for the Senate to entertain 
the initiation of these bills. Indeed, the Senator 
from New Hampshire, himself, candidly admits 


that. In any aspect of the case, perhaps 
it might be said that such would be the 
effect of these bills; for the honorable Sen- 


ator proposes to retain the machinery of the 


law of 1832, and that machinery contaigs the 
ad valorem principle, which the law of 1833 (the 
compromise aci) says shall be changed on the Ist 
July, 1842. The law of 1833 was to supersede 
the law of 1832; but itis now proposed to restore the 
machinery of the superseded law: and was not that 
law and its machinery for raising revenue?—an ob- 
ject which the Constitution says shall originate in the 
House of Representatives. It is said, indeed, that 
allbough the object is to make use of that machi- 
nery, it is only temporary, and until otherwise 
ordered by Congress; 
revenue, it is to provide that not more than 20 per 
cent. shall be raised for the time—a rate infinitely 
below the rate allowed by the law of 1832. He 
apprehended there was a misconception of the im- 
port of the restriction in the Constitution as to the 
originating of revenue bills in the Senate. The 
word in the Constitution is not “increasing” reve- 
nue, but “raising” revenue: and this applied to 20 
per cent., or any rate of per cent.,no matter how 
small, The meaning is, that all bills providing 
money for the Government shall originate in the 
other House—any bill the intent and obiect of 
which is to place revenue in the treasury, which 
would not, but for it, be there. Now, if these bills 
have any object at all, it must be that; and if they 
have not that object, they are unnecessary. Bat 
the evideat—and, he felt bound to say, the very 
landable—intention of the honorable Senator from 
New Hampshire, is to cbtain by means of these 
bills, and pay into the treasury, the revenue of the 
country, which it is feared the present laws cannot 
secure the collection of. 

And if the views of the Executive, as expressed 
in his veto message, as he (Mr. E.) understood 
them, be correct, the Government can and will 
eBilect the revenue authorized by the compromise 
act, under existing laws; therefore, these bilis are 
unnecessary. If these views, however, are fet 


He would, however, he confessed, feel © 


and, instead of increasing i 
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correctand, from the hasty perasal he had given 
thé’ message, he was inclined to think they were not, 
at least as he understood them—ihere would be an 
obvious necessity for some additional legislation; 
and he doubted exceedingly whether that addition- 
al legislation could, under the plain meaning of the 
Constitution, originate anywhere but in the other 
House. This was a point which required some 
deliberation; and for the proper examination of 
which, it was desirable time should be given until 
to-morrow morning, at least; for it would: be obvi- 
ous that if the bills could not originate in the Sen- 
ate, it would be unnecessary to introduce them 3 
and if they are so limited in their object as to be of 
no avail in the collection of revenue, their introduce 
tion,is equally unnecessary. So that, it may be, 
whether on the ground that the revenue can be 
collected without them, or that it can only be by 
them, and by virtue of them alone, collect- 
able, they are equally liable to objection. There 
is, however, a doubt—an uncertainty ; and that 
is a state of things which, he was ready to admit, 
ought not for a moment to exist. It is a state of 
things which ought not to continue four-and-twenty 
hours, if it can be helped; for, by that continuation, 
the whole revenue of the country may be thrown 
into litigation, the national resources and industry 
may be, deranged, and effects produced of the 
worst consequences. He was desirous, by some 
act of legislation, to check this danger before it 
went any further. It was particularly unfortunate 
that such a state of things sheuld exist; and he felt 
confident no time would be lost by Congress in ap- 
plying whatever remedy was in its power. But 
that remedy, he thought, would have to be origina- 
ted in the other branch of the National Legislature, 
where the Constitution says all measures for rais- 
ing revenue must originate. 


„The honorable Senator from New Hampshire 
says he has carefully framed these bills so as not 
to trench upon the question of distribution, as the 
land bill will go on in full force, the same as if no 
such bills were passed. Ifso, no objection could 
be against them on that score; and the question of 
enterlaining them would turn upon the right to 
originate them here, or whether anything more 
than now existed could be effected, even if it was 
proper to entertain them. He would not, how- 
ever, offer any impediment to their introduction. 

“Mr. ALLEN said be believed the design of the 
honorable Senator from New Hampshire was to 
settle the question whether there were, at this time, 
any revenue lawsin force in this country., The 
opinion had been expressed that no law, by which 
the daties on imports could be collected, would be 
in existence after the 30th day of June just past. 
The mere expression of this opinion, he (Mr. A.) 
believed would have the effect, unquestionably, of 
putting every dollar oi the revenue to be derived 
from the customs, after this date, into litigation. 
The importing merchants would not be willing to 
pay over the duties under a law, the validity of 
which.was disputed by those who had the best op- 
portunity of knowing what the meaning of the 
law really was. It was perfectly apparent, there- 
fore, that if Congress did not take some action on 
the subject, and place the question beyond a doubt, 
they should have no duties accruing under any ex- 
isting law after this date. 

Some of the remarks of the Senator from Con- 
necticnt, he thought, were deserving of some re- 
ply.. Tae Senator had spoken about the responsi- 
bility atising from this unfortunate state of things 
_-unforivuate as every Senalor admitted te 
were—in which the country was at presei 
If that responsibilty rested aot on that si 
house, it certainly did not on this. The reason 
why. there were now no revenue laws, according 
tothe argument of bonorable Senators opposite, 
was, that a question had arisen between Congress 
and the Executive abcut the distribution of the 


public lands; and that upon this question, the reve- 


nue bill fell lifeless to the ground. This side of 
the house had no tears to shed over the prostration 


of the distribution act, any more than they had : 


over the bank bills, which had been vetoed long 
ago. Ñor had the gentlemen opposite any reason 
to complain of them, for they well knew that, long 
before the present Administration came into pewer, 
the Democratic side of the Senate had uniformly 
been opposed to distribution, as they had been to the 
banks. They had not changed their position; they 
had incurred no responsibility for this state of 
things; they had opposed no unjust obstacles to the 
salutary legislation of the country. If it were 
uue, as intimated on the: other side—and he (Mr. 
A.) was not going to dispute it—that there were 
now no laws by which the Government could de- 
rive one dollar from customs, he had only to 
say that the Government was in a most’ deplorable 
condition—a condition moredeplorable than was 
ever brought about in any country, in a period of 
profound peace. They were told that they could 
not obtain a loan; that the credit of the country 
was exhausted; that its treasury notes were at a 
depreciation, and going down day by day. They 
were told, not that the incoming revenue was in- 
sufficient to support the Government, but that they 
had no revenue—that they were actually without 
yevenue. The Government of this country, then, 
to all intents and purposes was aground, stranded, 
wrecked, a sheer hulk. This was the condition of 
the Government at this moment—fifteen months 
after its administration had passed from the Demo- 
cratic party, under whom only it had ever flourished 
and vegetated. ‘Ihe responsible party had been in 
power for fifteen months—-since the 4th March, 
1841; and Congress, the Jaw-making power of this 
Republic, had been in session for ten months and 
fourteen days out of that time. With a trium- 
phant and intelligent majority in both Houses, and 
with a President of their own choice—now, after fif- 
teen months and fourteen days of power, they were 
told on this floor the sad and melancholy story, that 
while the character and credit of the Government are 
exhausted, there is no law by which one dollar can 
be brought into the public treasury ; whilst 
the expenses of the Government, so far from being 
diminished, were daily augmenting. While this 
state of things was admitted on all hands to be 
exceedingly deplorable, and while Senators on the 
other side endeavored to fix this sort of negative 
responsibility on them, and say that their side of 
the chamber was not responsible—seeming clearly 
to imply that the Democratic party were responsi- 
ble—it became necessary that they should stand 
up, and, by stating what were really the facts, to 
exonerate themselves from the imputation. What, 
he would ask, was the immediate cause of there 
being no revenue bili? The extra session of Con- 
gress; or—to go back in the order of time ia which 
these events took place—the present majority in 
Congress and the President assumed, by the voice 
of the people, the powers of government on the 4th 
of March, 1841. On the 17th day of March 
proclamation issued for the call of an extraordina- 
ry session. On the 31st of May Congress met in 
obedience to the call; and on the 7th day of June, 
the eighth day of the session, the journal showed 
these resolutions. 


[Mr. A. then read from the journal certain reso- 
lutions introduced by Mr. Clay, deciaraiory of the 
purposes for which Congress had assembled, and 
particularizing the passing of a revenue bill as the 
most imporiant.] 

Tae resolutions which he had just read formed 
the authority by which ihe business of the extra 
session was shaped aad directed; and one of toem 
pointed expressly to the important matter of reve- 
pue. Since the preseniment of that rr solution, 
Congress had been in session ten months and seven 
days; and yet gentlemen had not had an opportu- 
nity cf originating some revenue Jaw, by which 


they might have avcided the frightiul calamity 


which had now fallea upon them. 


One of the points which had been setiled and desi 
termined at the extra session was, that the distribu= 
tion of the proceeds of the public lands should 
cease whenever it became necessary that the duties- 
on imports should exceed 20 per cent. This was. 
a subject determined upon by those who constituted 
the responsible party. Suppose, then, this decision 
had been-adhered to. Now, ke (Mr. ALLEN) would 
not stop to inquire whether they were right or 
wrong; but the question was, as [0 the effect of the 
refusal to adhere to that determination, which hat 
been come to at the extra session. Ft became the 
issue between the gentlemen on the other side and 
the President of the United States; and it was that‘ 
which had produced the veto which had been given 
the other day. In consequence of the solemn de- 
cision of Congress at the extra session that the pub- 
lic land fund should cease to be distributed when 
ever the duties transcended 20 per cent., the ques= 
tion was presented to the President in the bill” 
which he vetoed: Had Congress stuck to the de= 
cision which was then made, the bil] would’ not 
have been vetoed; and, consequently, a revenue’ 
law would have been in existence. He intended 
to say nothing about the understanding which had 
been said to exist about putting in that restriction 
into the distribution bill. The ony question with 
which he had anything to do was the consumma~ 
tion, the completion, the passing of the act, with. 
the provision incorporated. As to the Views taken 
by the President of the United States, or the course ` 
he chose to adopt in relation to the vetoes, they 
were not matters under the control of Senators on 
this side; and yet the gentlemen opposite, by im» 
plication, cast upon them the responsibility of leav« 
ing the country in the sad predicament of baving 
no revenue law. They certainly could not prop= 
erly be chargeable. They had changed no ground. 
If the President had vetoed the distribution law, he 
had, by doing so, simply voted with the Democratic: 
party; and he would be sustained by them on this 
occasion, as a matter of course. Hé had been in. 
duced to make these remarks, simply to show 
where the true responsibility rested, and to exons 
erate himself and his friends upon this side from 
the imputations which were attempted to: be cast 
upon them. ‘ 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said the motive and the 
object of the Senator from New Hampshire was, 
in his judgment, a commendable one. They were” 
placed in a most anomalous and extraordinary 
condition, resulting from the faet that it was ex- 
ceedingly doubtful, taking the opinions of every 
gentleman who had spoken on the subject, whether 
there existed any Jaw by which the revenue of the 
country could be collected. The object of the gen- 
tleman from New Hampshire was to remove those 
doubts. He (Mr. C.) was one of those who en- 
tertained very serious doubis as to whether the 
Senate was capable of originating a bill such as 
had been proposed by the honorable gentleman, 
and he hoped the honorable gentleman would have 
no objection to permit the subject to lie over for 
one day at least, that gentlemen might have an op- 
portunity of. thinking upon the subject, and mae 
king up their opinions. 

Although the bill bad uot direcily, and in terms, 
for its object the raising or inerea-teg of revenue, 
yet it seemed to him that, in effect, it was 
a revenue bill; and if gentemen supposed a 
doubt to exist as to the rigat of the Govern- 
ment to collect a cent of revenue, certainly 
the bill which would enable them to do so 
must be considered a revenue bill While be 
entirely concurred, therefoie, in the propriety of 
ize honorable gentieman’s proposition to set, if pos- 
sible, those doubts at rest, he m e permitted to 
say that his present impression was, that they had 
no power io originaie such a bil The question, 
however, had been spiung suddenly upon them, 
ahd he desired a litile time to consider of it; and 


readily give his vote for any measure that would 
relieve the country from the extraordinary condi- 
tion.in which it was now placed. He thought he 
expressed the sentiment of every gentleman present, 
as he did most assuredly his own, when he declared 
that he never, in the course of his unimportant. po- 
litical life, looked with deeper or sadder solicitude 
. upon the condition of this country. than be- did 
when he heard it gravely announced in the Senate 
that there was ho revenue law. in- existence—no 
law by which the Government could supply itself 
with a single dollar of revenue to meet its ordinary 
expenses, or maintain its existence. . It seemed to 
him that it was time to pause and consider. He 
had for some time had apprehensions and. forebo- 
dings that the Government might almost be said to 
be in. progress of dissolution. He had not been 
without apprehension that, in the hands of the pres- 
ent Administration, it might fall into ruin al- 
together. They seemed, in truth, to be approach- 
ing. that catastrophe more rapidly than he could 
have anticipated. It certainly furnished a most 
serious inducement to Senators to turn their atten- 
tion gravely and seriously to the question, how.the 
Government was to be extricated from its perilous 
position. If there was ever an occasion when the 
condition of the country demanded from them the 
suppression of all mere party feeling, for the pur- 
pose. of making a anited effort. for the pro- 
tection and preservation of the Government, 
it.was the present. And yet, what was it they 
had just heard from the Senator from Ohio? 
They heard over again, not. the thrice-told 
tale, but the hundred times repeated state- 
ment, that go long as the Democratic party bad 
the administration of the Government, they 
exercised it properly; to use the language of 


the Senator from Ohio, it vegetated in their hands; . 


but now, the Senator declares it is a dead and 
lifeless mass—a sheer hulk. 


Sir, (continued Mr. Crirrenpen,) is there any 
use in holding this sort of language? What does 
this sort of declamation amount to? What avails 
this exclamatory patriotism, this exclamatory 
statesmanship here? Does it accomplish any thing? 
No, sir; it does worse than nothing; it serves but 
to disturb and to prevent our undivided attention 
being given to this great national subject; it serves 
to divide and fritter away, upon little petty ob- 
jects of party strife and party feeling, the atten- 
tion which is due to the pressing emergency 
of the case before us, And, besides, let me tell 
the honorable gentleman that it is a degree of 
egotism utterly inconsistent with that high sense 
of propriety which the gentleman claims, to sup- 
pose that the only capacity to govern is with them. 
Sir, I make no claim for the possession of extraor- 
dinary capacity or ability by my party, or the gen- 
tlemen who surround me here. Iam willing that 
it shall be left to the country to judge; but I ask 
the honorable gentleman if he feels that divinity of 
ability and statesmanship which authorizes him to 
say “I am Sir Oracle; you, gentlemen, on ‘the 
other side, are totally incapable of administering 
the affairs of Government.” Is this the sort of 
language to be used by grave Senators here? Is 
this a specimen of statesmanship, while he himself 
seems to think that the Government is lying life- 
Jess? Is this the remedy? A mere wordy display of 
patriotism proposing nothing—doing nothing—but 
running down and vilifying his political opponents; 
and assuming to himself and to his friends, all the 
while, the possession of all the capacity—all the 
ability—to govern. If this be true, the responsi- 
bility is yours, If you only have the capacity, 
why have you not exercised it? Why have you 
not given fruitful and active evidence of your ca- 
pacity? No, sir; this is not the style in which this 
great question is to be met. Whose fault is it? 
Why, sir, let us look at the immediate, the. proxi- 
mate cause. We need not go far to find the visi- 
ble, the palpable cause of the lamentable condition 
of the country. We need only look back to the 
veto of the present session. This is the cause which 
prevents the possibility of accomplishing the ob- 
jects most desirable, standing, as we do, in the 
midst of a complaining country. Sir, the Govern- 
ment is sick at heart; it is ‘diseased; the very heart 
isdiseased. Phe disease acts upon the executive 
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power, whose concurrence with the legislative 
Þodies is necessary to the dispensation of the Gov- 
ernment. The Government, then, is weakened, 
diseased, disordered, at the very heart, and we all 
sicken under it. kn ; 

The heart of every man here fails him. What 

is the cause of that condition of things which we 
all deplore, and which the Senator from New 
Hampshire is seeking the. means of remedying? 
Gentlemen say, why did you not legislate earlier? 
It is as easy for me to’say, and I might with eqnal 
propriety say, wby did you yourselves not legislate 
at the last regular session? We did legislate early 
enough to have prevented all mischievous conse- 
quences. The very object of the bill which has 
been vetoed was to afford a. preventive: It was 
a bill framed studiously; with an abatement—a 
concession of opinion here and elsewhere; it 
was so modified as to meet, as far as possible, 
the wishes of the Executive Magistrate; and 
with what result? 
_ Has it come to this? Must. we ignobly seek 
about to ascertain the wishes of the President, that 
we may accommodate our legislation to the whims 
and the caprice of an individual? Shall these 
legislative bodies, instead of recording, in form of 
law, their own wisdom, seek to mix up as much 
of the Presidential will as will meet the Presiden- 
tial favor? Such a course, if it were not in 
some. degree justified and extenuated by the 
necessity of the anomalous position in which 
we find ourselves, would be deserving the sever- 
est reprehension. The objects must, in some 
degree, dignify the means; otherwise it would 
be worthy to be spurned and held in the utmost 
contempt. Yet, after all the admission and con- 
cessions, and modifications to shape and square an 
act for presidential approbation, it is sent back 
with a veto. And the gen'leman says the veto 
rests for its reason upon the opposition that was 
given to the repeal of the land-distribution bill. 
Gentlemen opposite were opposed to that bill, and 
therefore they approved the veto. 

Mr. President, I should be far from saying to my 
associates in this bedy, with whom I happen to dif- 
fer in political opinion, that, because the President 
has vetoed that which they were in favor of, there- 
fore they ought to vote differently. The majority 
in Congress had not the power to control the acts 
of the Executive, nor could they counteract the 
evil which, in some cases, might result from the 
exercise of Presidential power. There were here 
high questions involved—questions of far greater 
consequence than the mere question as to whether 
the land fund should remain in the public treasury, 
or go into the treasuries of the States. This, 
when considered by itseif, is of consequence 
enough. But there was here another question of 
far more enduring, and infinitely greaier magni- 
lude—namely, whether Congress shal! be reduced to 
a mere register of Presidential dictates—of ihe 
Presidential will—or whether, as in older and bet- 
ter times, it should be an huvorable,a dignified, and 
an independent branch of ibe Government. 

The President professes no constitutional scruples; 
the bill, according to his view, involves no other 
question than that of expediency; and upon sucha 
question, contracted as it is within the smallest 
space of time, and embracing the smallest amount 
as regards revenue—being intended to continue the 
existing law for one month only, until more ma- 
ture legislation can be had,—-yet, on the more isolat- 
ed and circumscribed question of expediency, the 
President underiakes to control the whole legisla- 
tion upon the subject: I appeal to honorable gen- 
tlemen to know whether we have not a trust to 
perform—whether wehave not rights and privileges 
to maintain—which are inconsistent with that 
arbilrary power which it is the pleasure of the 
President of the United States to exercise. We 
can understand when the President says “ihe Con- 
stitution forbids me. Ihave examined the sub- 
ject, with a desire to conform to the legislation of 
Congress; but I find myself incapable of doing 
so, for my convictions are that your actis uncon- 
sututional.” If this were the language of the Pres- 
ident, we could easily understand him; but when 
he says “I do not consider it expedient that the bill 
should pass,” I confess Icannot understand upon 


what ground he proposes to justify this arbitrary pro- 


. ceeding; and when the question is one of vital cone 


sequence, and the President throws himself upon the 
absence of the constitutional right on the part of 
Congress to pass the Jaw, upon the same principle 
as that which will induce a patriot to sacrifice him- 
self for his country, we might understand him. 
But, to interpose a veto upon the question of a day 
—upon a point of expediency—upon a question 
not of originating new laws, but of continuing the 
old—implies an dulimited right never heretofore 
viewed, recognised,“ or acknowledged—as a right 
belonging to the Presidential office, and which 
never can be recognised without an infringement 
of the-rights and the dignity of this co-ordinate 
branch of the Government. But if this power is 
to be exercised upon every occasion—if this in- 
strument, which the Constitution has suspended 
over the legislation of the country, to be legiti- 
mately and wisely exercised, is to be taken down 
and used upon all petty occasions, and in reference 
to all questions upon which the President chooses 
to set up his judgment against the judgment of 
Congress—it really reminds one of some little mid- 
shipman who has jast received his epaulet and his 
litle sword, and delights in perpetually drawing 
forth that ‘little sword, and playing the soldier. 
Sir, I could endure it better if it were in other hands. 
If it were a Julius Cæsar—a hero who had extend- 
ed his conquests over the world—who presumed thus 
to trample upon our rights; or, even if it were our 
own overbearing but strong-minded Andrew Jack- 
son, there would be some dignity to redeem the in- 
solence. There might then be some apology, some 
excuse. We would, at least, fal] like men before 
something high, something formidable. But-to be 
made to crawl beneath the legs of this little colos- 
sus, and forced, from cay to day, to look up for his 
will; asking, on every qnestion, his weak pleasure, 
and dreading his vetoes;—this, I confess, is a hu- 
miliation which I can hardly find in my heart the 
patience to endure. 


I will endeavor, notwithstanding, so to shape my 
own course as to meet the exigencies of the times; 
and, for the sake of securing some degree of ben- 
efit to the publie interests, I am ready to submit 
even to this tame legislation, which I would, under 
other circumstances, consider the deepest degrada- 
tion. I will endeavor, notwithstanding all these 
circumstances, as far as in me lies, to save and 
redeem the country. 

I thank the honorable gentleman from New 
Hampshire for the disposition manifested by his 
proposal to remedy the anomalous and almost 
fatal condition to which the country is reduced. 

There is little doubt that the searching genius 
of the President—the land bill out of the question— 
would have found cause for vetoing the measure. 
There was a great compromise act passed in 1833, 
and in this bill, which is merely supplementary to 
that act, our President, (whose all-pervading con- 
science not only embraces all constitutional ques- 
tions, but extends also to questions of expediency) 
has adopted the idea that it is an infringement of 
that act. I have carefully examined this matter, 
and, for the sou! offme, I cannot discover in what 
particular it is an infringement of the compromise 
act, and I can see no sort of repugnance between 
the act he has vetoed and the cempromise act. 
There may be such repugnance, and I ought not to 
set up a hasty opinion in opposition to the Presi- 
dential wisdom which has been exercised with so 
much care,no doubt, in determining upon the 
veto, I hope, therefore, the proposition of the hon- 
orable Senator will be permitted to lie upon the 
table until to-morrow, for farther consideration; and 
if I can bring my mind to believe that it is within 
the constitutional competency of the Senate to ori- 
ginate a bill of this deseription, the honorable Sena- 
tor shall receive my .most cordial eo operation. 
Mr. C. concluded by making that motion. 

Mr. WALKER hoped the Senator would with- 
draw his motion. : 

Mr. CRITTENDEN assented. 

Mr. WALKER observed that the Senate was 
now told that to-day the country is withont any 
revenue and without any laws by which it can be 
raised. The consequence of such qstate of things 
was not confined to the Government alone, for the 


manufacturing interests were now made aware 
that, instead of the protection which they might de- 
rivë fromthe 20 per cent. duties of the compromise 
act, they-were to have no protection at all. It is, 
in fact, a declaration to them that the immense 
capital of European competitors may be embarked 
in importations to come into this country and in- 
undate it in a month with foreign manufactured 
goods, duty free, enough to last its consumption 
for a period as long ‘as that of the seige of Troy. 
But, although it was so confidently asserted on the 
other side that no duties could be collected under 
existing laws, he (Mr. W.) was not of that 
opinion. He confessed, however, that until he 
had collated the laws of 1832, 1833, and 1841, and 
considered them as a body of enactments declara- 
tory on the subject, he, too, had had his doubts; but 
a thorough examination of these laws had satisfied 
him that, taken together, they Jeft no possibility of 
a shadow of doubt that the 20 per cent. to which 
the duties are limited in the compromise act, can 
be collected. The law of 1832, restricted by the 
law of 1833 as to the amount of per centage on 
imports to be assessed for revenue, not being re- 
pealed by the restriction, continues in force, in con- 
formity with the compromise act, as recognised by 
the declaratory acts up to the act of 1841. The 
latter shows conclusively that its own efficacy, as a 
law, depends on the restriction of the act of 1833 
being carried out; which restriction is, that the 
revenue collected by virtue of the law of 1832 
shall not, after the 30th of June, 1842, exceed 20 
per cent. 

Here Mr. W. met the arguments on the oppo- 
site side of the question, grounded on certain sec- 
tions in the several laws referred to, by which it 
was assumed that no duties could be collected un- 
der existing laws, and showed that these passages 
did not bear the construction put upon them. And 
he contended that—even if the argument was good 
that the clause in the compromise act would 
repeal the machinery of the law of 1832 depending 
on the ad valorem principle—it would be set aside 
on the ground that the home valuation principle 
was not valid, being unconstitutional; and, there- 
fore, that clause of the law of 1833 was a nullity, 
andcould not repeal a former law. That the home 


valuation, as now contended for, could not be con- ` 


stitutional, he would prove from the provisions of 
the Constitution; and if he showed that; there was 
an end to the argument that the machinery of the 
law of 1832 was repealed by the act of 1833. 

Mr. W. then read from the Sth section of the 
first article of the Constitution, the provision that 
“Al duties, imposts, and excises, stall be uniform 
throughout the United States;” and he contended 
that it would be utterly impossible to assess duties 
on the home-valuation principle, without palpable 
violation of this provision of the Constitution. So 
much, therefore, of any act as violates the Consti- 
tution, is invalid, and the Supreme Court had long 
since decided that a portion of an act may be in- 
valid without destroying the efficacy of other por- 
tions. One clause may he a nullity, and the rest 
stand good, and be of full effect. Now, this home 
valuation is a flagrant violation of no less than two 
express provisions of the Constitution. 

‘He had read one of these provisions, and would 
now read the other. It was in the ninth section of 
the first article of the Constitution. ‘The fifth para- 
graph expressly says, “No preference shall be 
given, by any regulation of commerce or revenue, 
to the ports of any one State over those of another.” 
But how was ibis home-valuation principle to 
work? Look to itsinevitable effects on the two 
ports—New York and New Orleans. Suppose two 
cargoes of foreign silks, of equal qualities and foreign 
value, imported—one into New York and the other 
iato New Orleans: how is the home value to make 
the duties uniform? To render the vaines uni- 
form, after payment of the daty, 25 per cent. must 
be collected in the one, and 30 per cent. in the 
other-—for the rates of freight, imsuravce, and 
charges, are quite different. So that, to make the 
ultimate vaine equal, unequal duties must be collect- 
ed, in direct violation ef ihe provision he had first 
read from jhe Constitution; and if, to avoid that, the 
duties are made wniform—that is, the same in New 
York as in New Orleans—the second provision of 
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the Constitution must be palpably violated; for it 
will be giving an advantage of from five to ten per 
cent. to one cf these ports over the other; that is, if 
the same duty be levied on the silks, according to 


the home value in New York, including cost,. 


freight, insurance, charges, and duty, the home 
price will be from five to ten per cent. less than, by 
the same process, the price of the same goods 
in New Orleans; thus palpably giving a prefer- 
ence or advantage of from five to ten per cent. to 
New York over New Orleans, in direct violation 
of the provision of ihe Constitution. Every port, 
from Maine to Louisiana included, would have 
either a rate of duty different from other ports, or an 
advantage or disadvantage, contrasted with other 


ports, contrary to the guaranty of the Constitution, ` 


and directly in violation of it. 


His object was to show that a clause in any law 
making a provision in itself unconstitutional, must 
be a nullity, and cannot, therefore, repeal a clause 
in a previous law. On this principle, it could not 
now be argeed that the machinery of the law of 
1832 could not be put in force to-day, (the Ist of 
July,) without violation of the compromise act; for 
the clause in the compromise act which it would 
interfere with was itself a nullity, being unconsti- 
tutional. 

The bills, therefore, now introduced by his 
friend the Senator from New Hampshire, were 
very properly grounded on the assumption that 
there was nothing to prevent the machinery of the 
law of 1832 from being made use of to ccllect the 
revenue of 20 per cent, till Congress shall provide 
some machinery to supersede it. 

He had his doubts, as well as the gentlemen on 
the other side, whether any immediate regulations 
of appraisement could be made; and, in the midst 
of all these doubts, the most his friend from New 
Hampshire proposed to do, was to set aside what is 
doubtful for more mature deliberation, and take 
what is practicable, and about which there can be 
no doubt. It rescues the Government from all pos- 
sibility of doubt, and insures the collection of the 
revenue, at the same time that it rescues the com- 
merce and the industry of the country from the em- 
barrassment and derangement which any oncer- 
tainty, whether well or ili founded, must create. 
Thais could be done to-day. Why not now pass 
the first of these bills, and put at rest all doubts? 
It is not too late; for the reduction, according to 
the compromise act, does not go jinto effect till to- 
day: and a law passed within the day will take ef- 
fect, so as to avoid one dollar of Joss to the treas- 
ury. If there is an evil so dangerous to the Gov- 
ernment and to the industry of the counuy, why 
not prevent it, by instantly passing this bill, which 
can be superseded, if necessary, as soon as Con- 
gress sball have matured a more permanent 
measure? 

He should not now enter into the crimination 
and recrimination so eloquently condemned by the 
Senator from Kentucky, while comparing the Pres- 
ident of the United States to a little midshipman; 
nor should he inquire whether the President was 
a midshipman or not. Bat he could not help say- 
ing that, if be was nothing but a midshipman, he 
had had in bis late, as well as be has in his present 
Cabinet, commodcres and admirals under his com- 
mand as high in fame and aspirations as any in 
the country; and he presumed they would not have 
consented tu serve under him if they really consid- 
ered him only a mere midshipman. 


Efe could not see with what propriety the gentle- 


men opposite could affect to be taken by surprise 
by this veto of their temporary tariff distribution 
bill. They had had a long session, in which they 
might have matured the law they say is necessary 
to carry into effect the compromise act. They had 
been admonished by the Executive of the necessity 
for timely ac‘ien. When even the little tariff bill 
came from the House, and there were upwards of 
ten days left for the action of the Senate, they kept 
it back. They were warned by the Senator from 
New Hampshire of the necessity for giving the 
Executive full time to deliberate upon it. He 
himself had offered then to forega his right to the 
floor to address the Senate on the MeLeod bii), (the 
habeas corpus bill for furtker remedial justice in the 
district courts of the United States;) but they would 


not accept the offer; and they kept back the bill to 
the very last moment. There was no delay occa 
sioned by him or his friends—it was their own, dee 
lay. Tae Executive did not keep the bill a moment 
beyond the time respect for the living and the dead 
permitted-bim to return it. He had had it bat two 
days; and during those days the sol:mn occasion 
which prevented Congress attending to business 


. forbade that he should lay his veto oa the coffin of 


one of its most esteemed and lamented members. 
He could not return it sooner, without a violation 
of propriety. But even to-day—now that it is not 
too late—why is not the Senator from Connecticut, 
(so ardent for the full replenishment of the treasury 
and the incidental protection which revenue affords 
to industry) clamorous for a bill to prevent the 
calamities which he depicts so vividly end vehe- 
mently? Why does he not come up to the work, 
and show as strong a disposition for acting as for 
declaiming? Why not call upon his friends to 
adopt some mode of averting these calamities? Is 
it because he means to take the stand that he and 
his friends are not responsible for such a state of 
things, thathe will make no effort to avert the evils 
he asserts are impending over the country? 

Mr. PHELPS observed that as the Senator 
from Kentucky had withdrawn his motion to post~ 
pone the subject till to-morrow, he would move to 
lay the metion to introduce the bills on the table. 

Mr. WOODBURY observed thet, when the Senas 
tor from Kentucky had concluded his remarks, 
he (Mr. W.) was about to acquiesce in any proe 
position to postpone the subject till to-morrow, if 
the Senator and his friends considered it necessary’ 
to have time to consider the matter. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN suggested the propriety of 
ordering the bills to be printed, 

Mr. PHELPS renewed his motion to lay on the 
table, and also moved that the bills be printed. 

Both motions were then concurred in. 

Mr. SIMMONS, from the Committee on Manue 
factures, to which had been referred so much of 
the message of the President of the United. States: 
of the 7th December, as related to the tariff of du- 
ties, and the message of the, 25th of March last, 
made an elaborate report, accompanied by a bill, 
fixing a tariff of duties. 

Mr. MOREHEAD moved the printing of three 
thousand extra copies of the report and bill. 

Mr. KING desired first to examine the reports 
before he could consent to the printing of the exe 
tra number. He hoped, therefore, the usual guan- 
lity would be ordered to be printed first; which 
being done, Senators would be enabled to arcetiain, 
the nature of the report. 

Mr. MOREHEAD could not consent to the de- 
lay that would be occasioned. He preferred that 
the question should be put as moved. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said, though he was a mem- 
ber of the Committee on Manufactures, he had 
not, from accidental cause, heard the report read; 
and he did not, therefore, know what was con- 
tained in the report. Courtesy to the estimable 
chairman would induce bim to go for the printing 
of the report. He would ‘go it blind,” and with 
pleasure vote for the printing. It was a report 
matured after great labor; and whether its conclue 
sions were correct or not, it contained a great deal 
of information. 

Mr. KING persisted in his request. He wished 
to see the usual quantity printed first; and, if it was 
such a document as would justify bis voting for 
the printing of the extra quantity, he would cheer- 
fully do so; but he was not willing to send a docu- 
ment to the country, and thus to endorse its prin- 
ciples and arguments, without first knowiag what 
itwas. Ifthe Senator irom Keniucky [Mr. More. 
HEAD] persisted ia his motion, he would move to 
lay it on the table. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN soid this was a report 
drawn op vith great ability. The committee had 
collected a great deal of valuable informgtion; and 
his courtesy to that committee would certainly 
warrant him ja voting for the printing of 3,000 
copies. : 

The question was taken on ord ring the usual 
quantity tobe printed, and decide + in the affirma- 
tive. 

Mr. KING moved to lay the motion to print 


3,000 copies additional on the table, until he could 
have an opportunity to examine the principles of 
the report. i : 

Mr. LINN said it was certainly but a reason- 
able request of any Senator to have time to ex- 
amine into the report before voting to give it cir- 
culation in the country. For if it was found, on 
€xamination, to contain the principle of protection 


independent of that of revenue, it must have an in- | 


fluence on the votes of honorable Senators. 

` Mr, MOREHEAD was understood to say that 
it did not contain such a principle. ; 

* Mr. PRESTON said he wonld be glad to know 
whether it was the report of the committee, 


. Mr. SIMMONS was understood to- say that it 
was, with the exception of the honorable Senator 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Buewanan,] who was 
absent when it was read. 

. Mr, BUCHANAN stepped into the committee- 
yoom when the honorable chairman was finishing 
it. He did not, therefore, hear but a portion of it 

` read. 

. Mr. ARCHER made some remarks in favor of 
printing. Bat, at the same time, he did not con- 
sider that the agreeing to print it would: be con- 
strued into an éndorsement of its principles. >` _ 

The question was put, and 3,000 copies ad- 
ditional were ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. CRITTENDEN, 3,000 copies 
additional were ordered to be printed of the memo- 
rial of Mr. Leavitt, which was directed this morn- 
ing, at the instance of the Gommittee on Agricul- 
ture, to be printed. . 

The Senate bill to provide for further remedial 
justice in the district courts of the United States, 
was then taken up as the unfinished business of 
yesterday. g 

` Mr. SMITA of Connecticut addressed the Sen- 
ate in opposition 10 the general principles of the 
bill on the ground of unconstitutionality. He de- 
cried the zeal evinced to please, and the sympathy 
displayed for a nation which had committed so 
many outrages on this country, and which was so 
perfectly regardless of all sympathy for it. 

He extended his argument against the bill to 
such length as to preclude its: publication this 
evening. 

Mr. PRESTON said he believed that it was the 
general impression of the country that such diffi- 
culties as grew ont of the McLeod case should be 
legislated for in some manner. While he acqui- 
esced in the propriety of some legislation, and in 
the constitutional power claimed to pass a bill, yet 
he was firmly of the opinion that the principles of 
the act of 1789 should not be departed from to a 
Sreater extent than was absolutely indispensable. 

This bill, though it was drawn with great care, 
proposes to enlarge the power of the Federal judi- 
ciary over the judicial prerogatives of the States, 
That law should not be extended beyond what the 
emergency required, He rose now not with any 
intention to discuss the bill, but to move amend. 
ments to it. He moved to strike out from the bill, 
after the words habeas corpus, the following: 


“In all cases of any prisoner or prisoners in jail or confine- 
ment, where he, she, or they, shall be committed or confined, 
orin custody, under or_by any adthority or law, or process 
founded thereon, of the United States, or of any one of them, 
for or on acconnt of any act done, or omitted to be done, under 
or by virtue of the Constitution, or any law or treaty of the 
United States, or under color thereof, or for or on account of 
any act done or omitted under any alleged right, authority, title, 
privilege, protection, or exemption, set up or claimed under 
¿he same,” 

He also gave notice of his intention to move to 
amend the bill by striking out the words tunder 
the Jaws of nations,” thereby to divest the bill of 
questions which arose under the Jaw of nations, 

so as to leave out the jurisdiction under such law. 

Mr. BERRIEN said it was too late this evening 
to enter into a discussion of the important amend- 
ments proposed; and he should be better disposed 
to express the views he entertained on them after a 
more deliberate examination of the principles they 
involved. He would prefer that the question on 
these amendments should be postponed. He was 
anxious to bring the discussion on the bill to a close 
to-morrow; but the state of our executive docket 
requires our attention, and he should, on to-mor- 
row, move to go into the consideration of execu- 
tive business; and as it was the understanding that 


Monday was not a legislative day, he would have 
to-postpone the further consideration of the bill till 
Tuesday. But if it was the purpose of the Senate 
to sit on Monday, the 4th of July, he would prefer 
its postponement to that day. — 

Mr. WALKER. Posipone it till Tuesday, cer- 
tainly.. We cannot sit on the day of our inde- 
pendence. It is usual not to sit on that day. 

Mr. BUCHANAN thought that, in the present 
state of the business, the best way to celebrate the 
4th of July. would be in meeting there and doing 
the business of the country. 

But several Senators were heard to say that the 
business could be as quickly and as well done if 
they respected the 4th by a cessation from labor on 
that‘day. So thought the Senate, and ordered the 
amendments to be printed; and postponed the bill 
tiil Tuesday next. 

On motion of Mr. BERRIEN, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of executive business; 
and, after some time spent therein, 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, July 1, 1842. 


Mr. FILLMORE, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported the bill making appropria- 
tions for the support of the army and the military 
academy, for the year 1842, which had been re- 
turned from: the Senate, with amendments. On 
his motion, the bill and amendments were referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. COWEN, the joint resolu- 
tion from. the Senate in relation to the mode of dis- 
posing.of private claims, was referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims. 

Mr. PENDLETON, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, reported a bill for the payment of 
the Florida militia called into service in the years 
1839 and 1840: read twice, and referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 

Mr. LAYS presented the resolutions of the court 
of Harrison county, Va., in relation to the bank- 
rupt law; which were, on his motion, referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 


ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 

Mr. CASEY wished to offer a joint resolution for 
the adjournment of Congress on the 18ih of July. 

Objection having been made, 

Mr. CASEY moved a suspension of the rules, 
for the purposing of receiving the resolution. 

Mr. FILLMORE hoped this Congress would not 
adjourn untit the tariff question should be settled. 

Mr. KENNEDY of Maryland moved a call of 
the Ffouse: rejected, 

The House refused to suspend the rules, for the 
purpose of receiving the resolution: yeas 75, nays 
80, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, Beeson, Black, Bowne 
Brewster, Milton Brown, Charles Brown Burke, Green W. 
Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, John Campbell, William B. 
Campbell, Caruthers, Casey, Clifford, Clinton, Mark A. 
Cooper, Cross, Daniel, Dean, Deberry, Doig, Easiman, Egbert, 
Chas. A. Floyd, Gamble, Gerry, Gilmer, Goggin, Gwin, Har- 
ris, John Hastings, Hayes, Holmes, Houck, Houston, Jack, Cave 
Johnson, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Lewis, Littlefield, Abra- 
ham McClellan, McKay, Marchand, Alfred Marshal], John 
Thomson. Mason, Mathews, Medill, Miller, Mitchell, Moore, 
Nowhard, Oliver, Patridge, Reding, Reynolds, Rogers, Roose. 
velt, Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, Shields, John T. Stuart, Swe- 
ney, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Warren, Washington, Watter- 
son, Weller, Westbrook, James W. Williams, Christopher H, 
Williams, and Wood—75. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Landaf W. Andrews, Sheridck J. 
Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg, Baker, Blair, Borden, Briggs, 
Brockway, Bronson, Burnell, Childs, Chittenden, John C. 
Clark, Cowen, Cravens, Richard D. Davis, John Edwards, 
Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, Fornance, Giddings, Graham, 
Granger, Hall, Halsted, Hudson, Hunt, C. J. Ingersoll, J. R. In- 
gersoll, J. Irvin, J. P. Kennedy, Lane, Linn, Robert McClel- 
lan, McKennan, McKeon, Mallory, Samson Mason, Mathiot, 
Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard. Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Os. 
borne, Parmenter, Pearce, Pendieton, Ramsey, Benjamin 
Randall, Alexander Randall, Randolph, Rhett, Ridgway, Riggs, 
Rodney, William Russell, James M. Russell, Simonton, Tru- 


man Smith, Stanly, Alexander H. H. Stuart, Summers, Talia- 
ferre, Richard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, 
Trumbull, Van Rensselaer, Edward D. White, Joseph L. 
White, Wise, Yorke, Augustus Young, and John Young—s0. 

Mr. LANE asked leave to explain the report of 
his remarks of yesterday. He said that he was 
made, by the report, (unintentionally, no doubt,) to 
atlack the private character of the President. Such 
was, surely, not his intention. He enlyintended to 


H allude” to his official conduct. With his private 


character, he had nothing to do; and he had always 
heard, from those acquainted with the President, 
that, in all his private relations, he is an estimable 
gentleman. ni 

Mr. FILLMORE then called for the orders of 
the day. f 
«THE VETO;MESSAGE ON THE LITTLE 
f TARIFF. 


_ My, CARUTHERS, who was entitled to the 
floor, addressed the House in opposition to the 
ground) takeg in the veto of the President, Head- 
mitted the poğoer of the President to. veto any bill, 
Asa questigh of power, he did not dispute it. He 
would, however, array the President on other 
grounds—on the reasons which the President as- 
signed for the use of the veto. He thought he could 
show that there was a compact between the Presi- 
dent and the party which opposed his election, as 
binding as the compromise itself. It might be that 
the bond was not yet signed, sealed, and delivered; 
but he had no doubt that there was a moral obliga- 
tion existing between them. 

He wished to convict the President out of his 
own mouth, and to show that even he admitied the 
bill vetoed did not violate the compromise. The 
gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. Houmes,] he 
thought, had been too precipitate in singing the 
praises of John Tyler, and placing him in the front 
rank of the Democracy. The President, the gen- 
tleman would find, had not gone so far as he sup- 
posed, Mr. C. then quoted from the veto message 
and the compromise act, to show that, even accord« 
ing to the construction put upon the provisional 
tariff bill by the President, it did not interfere with 
the compromise, 

Mr. GENTRY obtained permission to enter 
into some explanations, in consequence of some 
allusion which had been made to it, of a notice 
which he formerly gave in this House of his inten- 
tion to introduce a bill to provide for the payment 
of the debis of the States, by an appropriation, for 
that purpose, of the publie lands; but he wished it 
to beclearly and distinctly understood, that, for 
any opinions which he had expressed on that sub= 
ject, he alone was responsible, and not the Whig 
party; all the members of that party with whom he 

‘had consulted having expressly dissented from 
him, and entreated him not to attempt to earry his 
desigh into effect. 


Mr, TORNEY was understood to state that he 
had heard Mr. Bell, the Ajax of the Whig party, 
ina speech at Nashville, preach the Whig doe- 
trine of assumption of the State debts, TE 
. Mr. GENTRY thought the gentleman from 
Tennessee must be mistaken, as Mr. Bell was one 
of the members of the Whig party that earnestly 
importuned him not to attempt to carry out his 
views. Besides, the views of so distinguished a 
gentleman as Mr. Bell, on such a subject, must 
have attracted the attention of all political circles; 
yet this was the first time that he (Mr, G.) had 
heard of it, 


Mr. TURNEY said the newspapers of Nash- 
ville, of both political parties, gave the same ver- 
sion of the speech in that respect. 

The conversation was continued, but to the 
same purport, by Messrs. GENTRY, TURNEY, 
C. H. WILLIAMS, CARUTHERS, and others, 
by the permission of Mr. RHETT, who was enti. 
tled to the floor. ž 

Mr. RHETT commenced by expressing his sur- 
prise at the doctrines avowed by the gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Apams] and the gentle. 
man from New York, [Mr. GrangeR,] which he 
looked upon as subversive of ihe Constitution. 
The latter gentleman, in speaking of the veto and 
its consequences, said, Let trouble and desolation 
Sweep over the land, and see who would stand it 
best. He had watched the course of the debate, 
and heard the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Lang] 
still further developing the course of policy expect- 
ed from the dominant party. That gentleman 
went on to say that tbe people of this country, un- 
der the exercise of the veto power, were laboring 

under the most intolerable tyranny. The gentle- 
man further said that, though the President had 
vetoed. the provisional tariff bill, another bili con- 


„taining the same proviso with regard to the distri- 
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bution of the proceeds of the public lands would - 


be.sent to him.. © 
Mr. R. then proceeded to deprecate the policy 
evidently determined on by the Whig party to 
bring the Government to a stand, and abolish the 
Constitution rather than not sueceed in their meas- 
ures; and examined’ the provisions of the Constit- 
tion with regard to the veto power, to show that 
there was nothing in the present question which 
justified their course. He would tell gentlemen 
that this war.on the Constitution was not of recent 
origin.. In the manifesto put forth by the Whig 
party some time. ago, this project to abolish the 
veto power was put forth as one of the leading ob- 
jects of that party. Those who argued against 
this power contended that it was a one man power, 
and that the people should not be restrained in the 
acts of their Representatives here. But was this 
the only restraining power in the Constitution? 
Look at it. .It.was full of vetoes. This 
body. was. not intended to be. omnipotent, and 
the idea’ of its omnipotence was a most 
pernicious one, and fatal to liberty. Here was 
a string of vetoes put on the powers of this 
Government. Mr. R, here quoted the different re- 
strictions inserted in the Constitution, and showed 
the necessity for them. In all Governments, the 
elements of omnipotence existed, whether they 
were monarchies, aristocracies, or republics; and it 
was necessary to impose restraints on them, or the 
rights and liberties of the people would be re- 
strained. In free Governments, it was the most dif- 
ficult to impose those checks, because they must be 
by vetoes, and not by brute force. When he heard 
gentlemen denounce the Constitution (which he 
firmly believed to be the most perfect instru- 
. ment ever devised by human wisdom) because of 
its vetoes, he felt in his heart that they were using 
arguments against all free Governments, and sub- 
versive of the very foundations of liberty itself. 
‘This Government could not stand a day if such 
principles were to prevail. The arguments now 
used against the veto power were the same that 
were successful when the constituent assembly of 
the French Republic first met, and which, by cut- 
ting off the veto, established the omnipotence of 
that body. After briefly adveriing to the despolism 
of the French Republic, M'e. R. asked if similar 
-scenes would not follow the abolishment of the 
veto here? Would not the Senate be abolished as 
too aristocratic, and not emanating from the peo- 
ple? It was but the other day that the venerable 
gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Apams,] who 
once avowed that a Representative should not be 
palsied by the will of his constituents, took occa- 
sion to denounce the Senate in the severest terms 
for its amendments to the apportionment bill. 
Ours was a complex system of Government, and 
it was by carrying it out in all its parts that the 
people governed themselves. Strike from the Con- 
stitution any one of its limitations of power, and 
you would destroy the whole; and the argument 
which went to abolish the “one man power,” went 
also to abolish the House of Representatives. 
Gentlemen had been declaiming much against the 
increase of Executive power. Now he would ask 
what power the Executive had? He could not 
dictate to Congress; he could not originate any 
measure; and the only power he had was in sus- 
pending the powers of the Legislature. The dan- 
ger to our institutions was not from the Executive, 
bet from the Legislatvre. Had they ever been 
endangered by vetoes? no; but by the Legislature. 
Who was it that passed the alien and sedition 
laws? Your internal improvements, proiective 
tariffs, banking system, &¢., all emanated from the 
Legislature; and it was through the omission of the 
veto power that these injurious measures were 
fastened on the country. 


Let us meet this question (said Mr. R.) fairly. 
He trusted that there would be no gagging. They 
had come to the point when it was important that 
they should understand each other. He wanted 
his people to know how our system of government 
was to be carried out, that they might be prepared 
for any emergency. > 

“The gentleman from Tennessee had said tbat 
this veto was the ‘result of a bargain. between the 
Democratie party and the Executive. As a mem- 


ber of that party, he took upon himself to deny the 
charge; and he defied any man to show the slightest 
foundation for it. He knew that there were gen- 
tlemen here who were familiar with such bargains. 
From the year 1824, when the Presidential chair 
was reached through a bargain, and certain pros- 
pects were held out as a consideration for it, to 
this time, there had been several; and he was not 
surprised that gentlemen should charge against 
their political opponents what had been practised 
by their own party. Had they not heard in the 
Congress of the United States a distinct proposition 
to bargain away the rights of the people? and that 
one mighty bill of corruption was made to pass 
another. Who did not know that the proviso to 
the distribution bill, which the President insisted on 
retaining, was the condition on which that bill was 
passed? Did not the gentleman from Kentucky throw 
out the emphatic declaration, that if youdid not take 
his measure, he would not take yours? He did not, 
therefore, wonder that gentlemen, who carried 
their measures by such asystem, should turn round 
and impugn their opponents for the same thing. 
But he declared that he never heard that a single 
member of the Democratic party bad any commu- 
nication with the President as to what ke should 
do, and what they would do. On the contrary, 
every thing they had said to the President had been 
on that floor. We said to him, If you propose 
measures that we think right, we shall approve 
them; and if you propose measures that we think 
wrong, weshall condemn them. Every man on that 
floor knew what the Democratic party would do. 

Mr. R. then took occasion to express the strong- 
est disapprobation of the language which gentlemen 
had indulged in in reference tothe President. Im- 
putations bad been made against him unworthy of 
the House and of the persons who uttered them; 
and all for the exercise of an undoubted right to 
discharge his duty according to the dictates of his 
own conscience. Mr. R., referred to the high sta- 
tions he had filled, with so much honor to himself, 
tbe remembrance of which ought io have shielded 
him from such assaults. He remembered, when a 
distinguished Senator from his native State, he 
stood in opposition to the force bill; and he, as a 
Carolinian, could not but feel grateful to him for 
the part he took on that occasion. He was a party 
to the compromise bill; and was it surprising that he 
should consider himself bound to carry it outin good 
faith? 


He was the pride of his country, and was, more 
over, a Virginian—a name never coupled with dis- 
honor; and, to hear such unworthy imputations cast 
upon him, was what he must protest against. He 
was no follower of John Tyler; all who knew him 
knew that be had but little to do with the President, 
and that nothing more had ever passed between 
them than those acts of courtesy which he should 
always show to the man whom the people placed 
in the Executive chair; but it was his duty to do 
him jastice, and to judge of him ashe himself 
would be judged. 

Mr. R, in the conclusion of his remarks, said 
that there were two subjects which hé wished to 
touch upon, but the time allowed him by the gag- 
rule would prevent him from doing so. his dom- 
inant party, who professed to be such friends of the 
country, that they were for abolishing the most im- 
poriant part of the Constitution, had adopied an 
arbigrary rule, by which the Representatives of the 
people were silenced when their dearest interesis 
were at stake. 

Mr. SUMMERS thought that due respect to the 
President required the House to give to the mes- 
sage a candid and impartial investigation. Before 
he proceeded to this investigation, be would make 
a few general remarks, He had listened atten- 
tively to the truly eloquent remarks of the gentle- 
man from South Carolina, [Mr. Ruert,] and it 
appeared to him that their tendency was to strike 
down one of the safeguards of our liberty. He 
fully concurred with the gentleman in his theory 
of checks and balances in the Government. The 
quantum of power was the same in every Gov- 
ernment. The difference between them was only 
in the department which had the preponderance. 
In a monarchy, all power concentrated in the King. 
With us, however, it was different. l ; 


of his election, was best calculated to reflect the 
will of the people; and expressed his surprise that 
gentlemen, claiming to be pure Democrats, should 


hold this opinion. . Mr. 8. also spoke of the few 
instances in which the veto had been exercised by 
former Presidents, and the frequency of its use by 
Mr. Tyler. He referred. to the letter of the Presi- 
dent to a private individual, in which he descended. 
from his station to abuse the present Congress 
and its motives. This Congress had been the sub- 
ject of continued abuse in the newspapers; and 
this letter of the President, to a man in Ohio, was 
proof of the origin of the abuse thus levelled at 
Congress, What right had the President to call 
the] members “mousing politicians?” It had been., 
asserted that Congress was doing all in its power 
to ‘head Captain Tyler.” How? By passing 
every measure demanded, and by substituting 
amendment after amendment, to meet his views? 
Surely, such a course could not be construed into 
heading Captain Tyler. He (Mr. S.) bad come 
here with the kindest feelings towards the Presi- 
dent, believing him to be an honest and a kind- 
hearted man. But he had been driven from his 
support by the President’s extraordinary position. 

[Here a message was received from the Senate, 
announcing the passage of the bill for the regula- 
tion of the army.} 

Mr. S. quoted from the veto message, and con- 
tended that its positions were unwarranted. It 
was undue assumption of power to prescribe regu- 
lations for the collection of duties on imports, in the 
absence of law, as had been done. He criticized 
the objections of the President to the twelve-line 
bill (as it had been called) at length. Tbe whole 
message showed, as he thought, that the President 
suspected Congress of attempting to play of a 
trick. upon him. So far from Congress having 
been guilty of hasty action, he thought the Presi- 
dent was himself guilty of haste. He contended 
that the President had, in effect, accomplished the 
very object which. he sought to defeat—the distri- 
bution of the land fund. The 1st of July had ar- 
rived, and the States now had a vested right to their 
share of that fund. He quoted from the speech 
of the President in 1839, in the Virginia Legisla- 
ture, in favor of unconditional distribution, and in 
eulogy of Henry Clay. 

Mr. S. was here cut off in his remarks by the 
expiration of the hour. 

Mr. BARNARD took up in review the objec- 
tions which the President had stated in his mes- 
sage; and said he had read the message again and 
again, to find out what the President meant; but 
he had not been able to do so, and he had serious 
doubts whether the President himself could explain 
what he meant. It was deemed necessary, as the 
President supposed, to establish, by legislative en» - 
actment, rules and regulations for assessing duties 
to be levied by impost after the 30th of June; and 
having discovered this to be the object of the bill, 
the President declared it as bis opinion that such 
an enactment was unnecessary, and that it would 
be better not to do that which was unnecessary, at 
the expense of: the compromise act. Would it, 
then, be believed, and would not the world hear 
with astonishment, that in the bill there was not 
even the faintest allusion to the establishment of 
roles and regulations for the collection of daties 
according te the home valuation, and, consequent- 
ly, that there was no such violation of the compro- 
mise act? : é 

He also took up the objections of the President 
as they related to the principle of distribution; and 
be denied the truth of the position of the Presi- 
dent that the proviso of the land jaw was suse 
pended, it being the distribution only that was sus- 
pended. He alluded to the period at which this 
veto had been sent in. It was a period wheo im- 
porters might question the legality of the imposition 


of duties, and when they might refuse to pay, on 
the ground that no duty existed;—a period when 
eollectcrs might seize the goods of importers, and 
when the courts might become embarrassed with 
the fearful amount of litigation which might ensue. 
And the exercise of the veto power, under such cir- 


cumstances, had been undertaken by the President, | 


ard justificd by somè gentlemen on this floor.. He 
asked the gentlewen who had quoted from ‘the 
Federalist the occasions on which the exercise of 
this power was justified, on which they based it. 
Fiad there been any “encroachment” on the power 
of one branch of the. National Legislature by the 
other branches? Was it because the. bill was the 
work of “faction?” Woud any gentleman avow 
thet? Was it vetoed on the ground of ‘precip- 
itancy?” Or was it that it was dangerous to the 
public good? He believed on none of these grounds 
‘would any gentleman venture to place it,—as, in- 
deed, the President had not. 


He then briefly referred to the opinion of the 
President, which bad received the countenance of 
. the gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. Cusuina,] 
that nota dollar of the land proceeds received in- 
to the treasury from January to July should 


be distributed, according to his construction of the | 
distribution law; but ifthe President should under- | 


take to withhold that. fund from distribution, he 


IMr. Barnarn] ‘could conceive cf no act of te- | 


merity which would equal that act of the President. 


He concluded by observing that he had endeavor. | 


ed to discover the reasons of the President for veto- 
ing this bill, and he could find for it neither justifi- 


calion nor excuse; and he could only believe that | 


the President, in this and in other matters, either 


from the suggestions of his own mind, or of some | 


“honest Jago,” entertained suspicions of the 
Whig majority in Congress, which would not per- 
mit him to read, as other men read, even a plain 
act of Congress. 


Mr.. WHITE of Indiana next addressed the | 
‘House, in a severe and earnest denunciation of the 
He characterized it as con- | 


‘President’s message. 
taining pointless reasoning, pointless satire, reck- 
less assertions, and, above all, unblushing effron- 
tery. In reply to Mr. Cusnina’s remarks, he con- 
tended that, after this day, the Government could 
not lawfully collect a single dollar from the cus- 
toms; and the reason he gave for it was, that there 


was no law prescribing rules and regulations for | 


the home valuation of foreign imports, while the 
act of -1833 declares that such valuation can only 
be. made in pursuance of regalations “that may be 
prescribed by law.” Now he contended that no 
regulations having been prescribed by law since 
the act of 1833, no appraisement could be made of 
foreign importations, and therefore no revenue 
could be collected. 


the President was bound to order the distribution 
among the States of the proceeds of the public 
lands for the quarier ending on the 30th instant, 
After a lengthy argument for the purpose of show- 
ing ineonsistency in the President, he referred to 
the bill submitted by Mr. Wettmr of Ohio, the 
` morning after the veto was received, and expressed 
the opinion that it was framed in consequence of a 
consultation with the President, and was the result 
of a Democratie caucus; appealing to Mr. WELLER 


if such were not the facts, and if he was not at the 


Presidents the evening before, 
Mr. WELLER replied that he was at the Presi- 


dent’s on the evening the velo was received, but ihat | 
he had no conversation with him either on that | 


subject or in jelation io any tariff bill. That the 
bill he submitted to the Honse the next morning, 
was the result of his own judgment, without con- 
sultation with any one, friend or foe; and that there 
was no Democratic caucas held, that he knew of, 
on any subject, 


Mr. WHITE then continued his remarks in re- 
view of the message up to the expiration of his 
hour. 


Mr. SMITH of Virginia then cbtained the floor; 
and, on his motion, 


` Mhe House adjourned, 


He then went on to argue in | 
Opposition to the message and to Mr. Cusuina, that | 
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IN SENATE. 
Sarurpay, July 2, 1842. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee cn. Finance, 
to which had been referred a bill from the House, 
making appropriations for the support of the Indian 
department, and to fulfil treaty stipulations with 
the Indians, reported the same. back,. without 
amendment. j 

On motion of Mr. LINN, it was : 

Resolved, That a committee of three persons be appointed 
by the President pro tem., to confer and contract with Professor 
Espy for the ventilation of the Senate chamber. — 

Messrs. Lins, WALKER, and BERRIEN were ap- 
pointed said committee. . 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial of a 


number of citizens of Pennsy.vania, asking Con- | 


gress to create astock of two. hundred and fifty 
million dollars, to be distributed among the States 
and Tertitories, in the proportion of the number of 
their representation, as the foundation for a sound 
currency.. The memorial was similar to a great 
number already noticed. Mr. B. moved its refer- 
ence to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WOODBURY suggested its reference to the 
Committee on Retrenchment; but 

The memorial was referred to the Finance Com- 
mittee. 

Mr. BUCHANAN prevented a memorial from 
Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, in favor of a pro- 
tective tariff; which was referred to the Committee 
on Manufactures. 

Mr. SIMMONS presented a petition from Wil- 
liam Baker, praying for the payment of fishing 
bounty; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. ; 

Mr. YOUNG presented a memorial from a 
number of miners in Wisconsin Territory and in 
the State of Illinois, remonstrating against the sale 
of the lead-mines belonging to the United States; 
and recommending the appointment of a board of 
commissioners to examine and ascertain what are 
mineral lands. The memorialists state that there 
are great portions of lands reserved which are sot 
minera] lands, and that there had been a number 
of sales of mineral lands for farming purposes; and 
that there was great confusion. 

Mr. LINN made some remarks expressing his 
disgust at the system the Government had pursued 
ia renting out those mineral lands. He was in fa- 
vor of selling them. 

Messrs. YOUNG and McROBERTS remarked 
that the renting of these lands had been very prof- 
itable to the United States. Mr. McR. intimated 
an intention to bring in a bill regulating the dispo- 
sition of those lands. 

The memorial was then referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands. 

Mr. BAGBY said it would be recollected that 
he had afew days ago introduced a resolution 
(which was laid on the table at the instance of 
the chairman of the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
(Mr. Moreneap,] instructing the Committee on 
Indian Affairs to inquire what amount, in addition 
to the contract price, John Ross had received for 
removing the Cherokee Indians to the west of the 
Mississippi. He (Mr. B.) said he had stated at 
the time that the resolution had its origin in no mo- 
tive of a private character, buton information en- 
titled to credence, that John Ross had received up- 
wards of half a million, for services purporting to 
be for the removal of the Indians, more thaf the 
contract price. 

The CHAIR said it was not in order to debate 
the resolution, it being on the table. 

Mr. BAGBY. Then I move to take the resolu- 
tion up, and on that motion demand the yeas and 
hays; which were ordered. 

Mr. PHELPS said the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs, on whose motion the 
resolution was laid on the table, was detained from 
the Senate to-day? he, therefore, suggested to the 
honorable Senator from Alabama the propriety of 
suffering the subject to lie on the table till Mon. 
day morning. That Senator might wish to give 
his views to the Senate on the resolution. 

Mr. BAGBY could not acquiesce in any further 
delay; and he now gave notice that he would re- 
new the motion from day today, until the resolution 
was disposed of. 


The question was then put on the motion to take 
the resolution up, and decided in the negative 
yeas 16, nays 17, as follows: 


YEAS— Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Berrien, Cuthbert, 
Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, Smith of Connecticut, Tapnran, 
Walker, Wilcox, Woodbridge, Woodbury, and Yourg—16. 

NaYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bayard, Choate, Clayton, 
Crafts, Crittenden, Evans, Huntington, Mangum, Miller, 
Phelps, Porter, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, and Tall- 
madge—17. 

Mr. BAGBY submitted the following resolution, 
which lies on the table, under the rule: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be instructed to 
cause a scientific examination to be made of the second inven: 
tion of Captain Easton to prevent the explosion of steam-boil- 
ers, and report the result of such examination to the Senate, 


Mr. WOODBRIDGE, after a few remarks on 
the propriety of the step, introduced a resolution, 
which was read, as follows : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War Be required to submit 
to the Senate so much of the reports and survey of the straits of 
Detroit as will exhibit the impediments to the entrance of said 
straits from Lake Erie; and also a copy of the report in ref- 
erence to the impediments to the navigation on Lake St, 
Clair. 

The resolution lies on the table one day, under 
the rule. 

The bill to authorize Charles M. Strader ‘to im- 
port, free of duties, two iron steamboats, suited to 
the navigation of Western waters, came up in its 
order; but was, for the present, on the motion of 
Mr. BUCHANAN, laid on the table. 

The bill for the relief of Zachariah Jellison; and 
House bill for the relief of Obed P. Lacy, were 
considered in committee, reported to the Senate, 
and ordered to’be engrossed for a third reading. 

On motiop’of Mr. PRESTON, ihe Senate re- 
sumedjthe gonsideration, as in committee of the 
whole, offthe bill to refund the balance due to 
Massaghugetts, for disbursements during the late 


The fgåestion pending being the amendment of 
Mr. Tappan, restricting the pay to such troops as 


were agihally mustered into the service of the Uni- 
ted Statgs. 
Mr. PRESTON, as chairman of the Military 


Committee, had given a good deal of attention to 
this subject, and had come te the conclusion that it 
was, at least, necessary to set it at rest, by a final 
adjustment of the claim. He reviewed the cir- 
cumstances which, in 1816, had raised up a strong 
prejudice against the claim; and he deduced fiom 
this state of feeling the impossibility of its having 
heretofore had an impartial adjudication. It was 
reserved for calmer and more dispassionate times to 
view the subject upon the simple grounds of right. 
He entered into a minute history of the proceed- 
ings of the State of Massachusetts on the subject, 
up to 1826; the documents of which amounted to 
twelve folio volumes, when Congress consented to 
enter into an investigation of the claim; and, by an 
act passed in May, 1830, authorized the payment 
of certain of those claims to the amount of 
$430,000, designating the principles on which they 
were to be settled, and specifying the only three 
cases to be recognised. These were—Ist. Where 
actual invasion, or a well-founded apprehension of 
invasion, warranted the calling out of the domestic 
troops, 2d. When the militia was called out by 
the States, and their services were subsequently 
recognised by the United States; and 34. Where 
the militia was called out upon the requisition of 
the President of the United States, or competent 
authority authorized by him. This act, he con- 
ceived, defined the claims; and to its principles all 
subsequent legislation was to be confined, After 
considering a prodigious mass of evidence, and, 
under the chancellor’s decree, the account bad 
been stated, Mr. Secretary Poinsett thereupon 
struck a balance due to the State of Massachusetts; 
for the payment of which, this bill was framed. 

It proposes merely to carry out the former legis- 
letion of Congress; and he considered it just that 
tbis balance should be paid. He belonged to the 
war party at the time; and whatever might have 
been his prejudices then against the course of that 
State, he thought now, if punishment was due to 
the State of Massachusetts, she had suffered enough 
by the long detention of her undoubted claims. 
He was, therefore, in favor of passing the bill as 
reported, that the same rule should be applied to 
her as to other States. - ti 
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Mr. CRITTENDEN reviewed the circumstances, 
: fromthe foundation of the claim, till it came: to 
.be-reduced. to $272,716 14. He was for deducting 

the $45,539 66 charged for arms, leaving the claim 
: of the State untouched for her distributive share 
ofthe arms of the United States. `: He would move 
ų to. make that deduction. . 
-32 Fhe CHAIR said the motion of the Senator from 

Ohio [Mr. Tappan] was pending. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN observed that his amend- 
ment related to a preceding part of the bill; and 
he would, therefore, suggest to the Senator from 
Ohio, the propriety of suspending his motion till 
this amendment was disposed of. 

Mr. TAPPAN agreed to suspend his motion. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN then moved to deduct 
$45,539 66 from the assumed balance of $272,- 
716 14. í 

: Mr. BATES observed that the whole matter had 
been considered by the Secretary of War, and, in 
view of it, he had struck the balance as stated in 
the bill; and he hoped the Senator would not de- 
part from his decision. He reviewed the circum- 
stances under which Congress had decided upon 
passing the act of 1830, under which this balance 

. was ascertained. It wasonly an application of the 
same rule which had been applied to every other 
State. If the balance was paid, the arms charged 
at $45,000 could, if required, either be returned to 
the United States, or retained by the State of Mas- 
sachusetis, subject to the service of the United 
States. 

Mr. Cairrenpen’s amendment was then adopted 
-ayes 19, noes 10. 

Mr. TAPPAN renewed his motion to add to the 

bili the following proviso: 


Provided, That no part of the money herein appropriated 
shall be paid for or on account of troops withheld by the Gov- 
ernor of the State of Massachusetts from the service of the 

United States. 


Mr. CHOATE contended that such an amend- 
ment was inadmissible, the law of 1830 having 
decided that troops called out under a well-founded 
apprehension of invasion should be paid by the 
United States. Heretofore, all had admitted that 
‘they were satisfied with the law of 1830; and the 
only question could be, whether the present claim 
“was in accordance with that law? Both the law of 
1832 and that of 1836 were declaratory of the prin- 
ciple of the law of 1830; therefore, the amendment 
now proposed by the. Senator from Ohio was in- 
applicable, or worse than inapplicable. There 
was no allegation the: Mr. Poinsett, in adjusting 
the balance, had made any error of account, or 
disregarded any evidence. The Senator from Ohio 
did not, he presumed, mean to set aside the law of 


1830 by his amendment—for, if he did, he would | 


not have a vote for such a proposition in the 
Senate; but if he meant to interpret the law of 
1830 in a manner different from the interpretation 
given to it by Mr. Poinsett, it would then bea 
mere questioa of opinion. But sbould not the 
Senate consider Mr. Poinsett as competent to make 
a correct interpretation of the law of 1830 as any 
other individual? 
Mr. TAPPAN did not think a correct interpre- 
` tation of the law of 1830 would authorize the pay- 
ment, by the United States, of troops withheld 
from the service of the United States. But as it 
was argued there was that latitude in the law, to 
render its meaning at least doubtful, the object of 
his amendment was to set at rest that doubt, and 
decide the matter according to the interpretation 
which must have been intended by the law itself. 
Mr. HUNTINGTON considered the matter re- 
solved into one simple question, and he called the 
attention of the Senate to it. It was, whether the 
same rule was to be applied to the State of Mas- 
sachusetts as to every other State; or whether 
another and a different law should be adopted. 
The effect of this amendment would be, to send 
back the accounts to the Secretary of War, for the 
purpose of examining every claim, with a view of 
ascertaining. whether troops concerned in such 
claim were or were not withheld from the service 
of the United Siates. i 
Mr. KING was not disposed to be influcaced by 
the’cireumstances which had excited so much pre- 
` judice in by-gone days. He would merely look 
tothe thtee cases which the. act of 1830 declared 


should be the-ruling principle. The Senator from 


Connecticut was entirely mistaken in supposing 
there was a disposition to apply to Massachusetts 
a rule different from that applied to other States. 
This, he showed, was not the case. The only in- 


stances that could be brought within the rule. 


supposed. by the .Senator from - Connecticut 
were those of the State of Connecticut and the 
State of Rhode Island ; 
Georgia could not be included in that rule. And 
if Connecticut and Rhode Island had got payment 
under circumstances similar to those on whicb this 
amendment was founded, they had received what 
they never should have received, and which should 
never be acknowledged as a rule of precedent. 

Mr. SEVIER conceived the amendment would 
not have the effect the Senator from Ohio designed 
it should have. For the whole amount of the 
balance was to be paid over forthwith to the State 
of Massachusetts; and that was the last Congress 
would hear of the money. Massachusetts would 
not feel itself under any obligation to make very 
rigid inquiry as to the question whether the troops 
were or were not withheld from the service of the 
United States. Mr. Pomsett says, in his report, 
he was governed by the same principles applied to 
cther States. Now he (Mr. S.) was satisfied to 
abide by the law of 1830, and he understood the 
objection of the Secretary of War was founded on 
that act. 

Mr. BATES called the attention of the Senator 
from Arkansas to the resolution of instruction to 
the Secretary of War passed in 1832, desiring him 
to examine the claims according to the principles 
of the law of 1830. The report was made in con: 
formity with those instructions; and, therefore, this 
balance was siruck under the authority of that 
law. 

Mr. LINN observed, that during the late war 
seme regiments refused to cross over into Canada, 
on scruples of conscience; they were strict ab- 


stractionisis, be supposed. There were others who | 


refused to go from one State into another at the 
requisition of the United States. Now, he thought 
there ought to be some Jaw specifying that troops 
refusing to obey the requisition of the United States 
ought not to be paid by the United States. 

Mr. YOUNG suggested an amendment to the 
amendment proposed by the Senator from Ohio, 
(Mr. Tapray,] that no money for that portion of 
the troops withheld should be paid to the State of 
Massachusetts; because, if the State gets the money, 
Congress has no further control over it. 

Mr. TAPPAN accepted the modification. 

The amendment as modified was then read; and, 
the question on its adoption being taken by yeas 
and nays, resuited in the negative—yeas 15, nays 
20, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs: Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Fulton, 
King, Linn, McRoberts, Sevier, Smith cf Connecticut, Tappan, 
Walker, Wilcox, Woodbury, and Young—15. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choate, 
Clayton, Evans, Graham, Huntington, Mangum, Miller, More- 
head, Porter, Preston, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, 
Tallmadge, White, and Woodbridge—20, 

The bill was then reporied back to the Senate; 
and the amendment of the committee was adopted. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, and was subsequently read and passed. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN moved to take up the mo- 
tion which, at his instance yesterday, was laid on 
the table till to-day. He alluded to the motion of 
the Senator from New Hampshire to introduce the 
two revenue bills. 

The CHAIR observed that the motion would 
not be in order without suspending the general 
orders. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN remarked that he would be 
glad to have the consent of the Senate to make the 
motion, as it was at his instance the leave to intro- 
duce the bills was suspended. 

The CHAIR said the mation could be made by 
general consent; but the bills were not yet printed. 

The third reading of a bill on the general orders 
was then announced. 

Mr. WOODBURY asked what disposition had 
beer made of the motion of the Senator from Ken- 
tucky fo take up the motion of leave to introduce 
the revenue bills. There need be no delay on ac- 
count of the bills not being printed, as the original 
bills were on the table. 


for he showed | that 


-Mr. ‘BAYARD remarked that there could be no 
difft-ulty, as all the Senator from New Hampshire 
hag to do was to withdraw them from the table, 
and offer them during the morning hour of the next 
day of sitting, -` 

The CHAIR observed that he understood from 
the Secretary the bills were at the printer’s. He 
believed the correct decision was, that the morning 
hour having passed by, it was not in order. now, at 
the time for proceeding with the general orders, ‘to 
entertain any motion properly belonging to the 
morning hour. f í 

It was suggested that it could be accomplished 
by a motion to suspend all other business for that 
purpose. ` 

Mr. CRITTENDEN remarked that he was ex! 
ceedingly anxious, let the fate of the motion be 
what it might, to redeem the obligation of courtesy 
imposed upon him; and he would therefore make 
the motion suggested. 

The question was then taken on suspending the 
general orders, and decided in the negative. 

The following bills were then taken up, as in 
committee of the whole, considered, reported to 
the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading; viz: A 

A bill for the relief of Elisha Bryson. 

A bill to authorize the county commissioners of 
Linn county, in the erritory of Iowa, to enter, 
by legal subdivisions, a quarter section of land 
upon which the county seat of said county has 
been located. 

A bill to provide for the settlement of the bal- 
ances due the Territory of Wisconsin. 

A bill to confirm to the State of Indiana the 
lands selected by her in lieu of the lands covered 
by reservations in the treaties of 1837 and 1839 
with the Miami Indians. 

A bill to regulate the value fixed to the pound 
Sterling by the Treasury Department. 

A bill for the relief of William R. Davis. 

The following bills from the House were taken 
up as in committee of the whole, considered, re- 
ported to the Senate, and ordered to a third read- 
ing, viz: 

An act for the relief of Lieutenant Jobn Kline. 

An act for the relief of Francis G. McCauley. 

An act for the relief of Peter Sky, an Onondaga 
Indian; and 

An act for the relief of Burnett Birdsall. ; 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of William Hull, deceased, was taken up as in 
committee of the whole. 

Mr. TAPPAN said he was astonished that the 
bill had been introduced here. Hull was not only 
a defaulter to the Government to a large amount, 
which he never settled, but was a traitor. He was 
opposed to its passage. 

Mr. CLAYTON said this was a bill to pay the 
salary to which Hull was entitled while under ar- 
rest. The Judiciary Committee had investigated 
itasa legal question. The committee did not be- 
lieve the circumstances of his arrest should bar his 
right to a salary, until he was dismissed from of- 
fice. He advocated the bill on this ground, 


Mr. WOODBRIDGE advocated the passage of 
the bill, and Messrs. KING, TAPPAN, and 
WOODBURY opposed it; when, 

On motion of Mr. KING, its further considera- 
tion was postponed till to-morrow. 

The bill for the relief of Joseph Campau was, 
on motion of Mr. WOODBRIDGE, recommitted 
to the Committee on Private Land Claims, 


The bill for the relief of Boyd Reilly was taken 
up, asin committee of the whole, and explained 
by Mr. ARCHER; and having been opposed by 
Mr. KING, was postponed for further considera- 
tion. ; 

The bill to authorize the settlement of the ac- 
counts of Michael Nourse was taken up, as in 
committee of the whole. Its passage was advo- 
eated by Messrs WALKER and BAYARD, and 
opposed by Messrs. KING, WRIGHT, and BEN- 
TON; when its furiher consideration was poste 
poned till to-morrow. . 

On motion of Mr. CRITTENDEN, (Monday 
being the 4th of July,) it was ordered that when 


the Senale adjourn, it, adjourn: till: Tuesday next. 
Andithen, = -. ; 
Oa motion of Mr... BENTON, -the . Senate: ad- 

` journed. dele ed AP See gS 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
__~@arurpay, July 2,14842. 

«Mr. HOWARD; on leave, introđuċéd a bill to 
_ grant pre-emption rights to:settlers oni the Dubuque 
claim, (so;called,).in:the Territory: of-lowa; which 
was read twice, referred to: the Committee of the 
Whole House, and ordered to be printed. : 

Mr: WM. O. BUTLER, from the Committee 
on Military Affairs, introduced a bill for the’ relief 
of William Copeland; which was read twice, re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole; and ordered 


K 


to be,printed. : 

“TAE PRESIDENT’S ACTION ON THE AP- 
fo PORTIONMENT BILL. 

#Mr. ADAMS, from the Select Committee on the. 
. yessage of the President relating to the apportion- 
‘iment bill, offered a resolution directing the Secre- 

tary of State to bring, or transmit to the House, 
ihe exposition of the reasons of the President of the 
United States, for giving his sanction to the appor- 
tionmeht bill; which exposition the President, in his 
message of the 25:h ult., informed the House was 
deposited in the Department of State. 

Mr. PROFFIT said he was willing and anxious 
that the reasons of the President for signing the ap- 
portionment. bill should be laid before the House. 
But his objection to the resolution was, that it 
ole for an original paper in the Department of 

tate. 

Here Mr. ARNOLD raised a point of order, 
and objected to. the debate. But he was over- 
ruled. 

Mr. PROFFIT continued. He did not think 
that either the Houre or a committee had a right 
to bring an original paper from the Department of 
State. He thought a copy of the paper would an- 
swer all ihe desired purposes. If that should not 
be found sufficient, after it had been obtained, the 
‘House might then direct the Secretary of State to 
bring the original. 

Mr. ADAMS said he regarded the right of the 
House to send fora paper as clear. Indeed, he 
had never before heard it denied. It was compe- 
tent for either House, as it was for a court of jus- 
tice, to send for any paper; and this power had been 
frequently exercised by the Supreme Court. In the 
present instance, the House did not know whether 
the reasons of the President had been put upon the 
bill itself, or on a separate piece of paper, or on a 
paper appended to the Dill. With regard to the 
precedent tu justify the proceeding, there was an in- 
stance during the administration of President Jack. 
son, who signed a bill, and placed his reasons on 
the act itself.. In the present case, the committee 
knew not whether the President had done this, or 
not; and they thovght it best to send for the origi- 
nal paper. He saw no inconvenience which would 
result from such a course; and he imagined. that 
the paper would be as safe in the custody of the 
House as anywhere else. 

Mr. A. then went on to contend that. the Presi- 
dent had not complied with the letter of the law in 
sending tle paper containing his ‘reasons for sign- 
ing the apportionment bill to the State Department, 
instead of delivering it to the Secretary of State in 
person. The Jaw creating the State Department 
required the S-cretary to receive all acts . personal- 
ly jrom the President, when approved by him; and 
from the Speaker of the House and President of 
the Senate, in cage it should be passed by a vote of 
two-thirds, after a veto. He did not, however, of- 

fer this as a serious objection to the course of the 

President. 

Mr. CUSHING said that the resolution offered | 
by his colleague opened nice questions of constitu- | 
tional law, He thought it was embarrassing enough, | 
without being connected with the question as to 
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whether tbe bill had been legally received from the © 
President. What did the resolution propose? That ` 


an original document--one of the muniments of 
the Government—shculd be brought here in its | 
original form. What good purpose could be an- | 
Swered by that course, which would not be fulfilled ; 


fem iy 


-by a copy of the paper? He 


-a paper from one of the departments. 


-of the resolution. 


maintained ‘that the 
eould not send for 
It could only 
‘be done by the House acting in a judicial capacity, 
by means of a subpana duces tecum, He replied to 
the argument that the Supreme’Coutt had exercised 
the power of sending for persons ana papers; and 
‘said that the court was acting in a judicial. capaci- 
ty, and there was no analogy between that and the 
political or legislative capacity of the House. Ad- 
mitting that the President had appended his reasons 
for signing the bill to the law itself: could the House 
send for an original act in the Department of State, 
deposited there in obedience to the laws of the 
conntry? ‘He concluded by moving an amendment 
to the resolution of his colleague, so as to make it 
request an. authenticated copy of the reasons of the 
President, instead of the original paper. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL, after a request to the 
gentleman from Massachusetts {Mr. Apams] to 
state the object of his resolution, which request 
was complied with, addressed the House in favor 
He was understood to say (for 
his remarks were very imperfectly heard) that he 
did not regard the act of the President, in giving 
his reasons for signing the bill, as any more than an 
extra-official circumstance. He was not disposed 
to deny to the President the benefit of filing his 
reasons in the State Department. Yet he had no 
doubt of the power of the House to send for the 
paper. It could not be regarded as any part of the 
law, but merely as an exposition of the President’s 
reasons for signing a bill, which he chose to de- 
posite in the State Department as the most proper 
place. Mr. I. quoted from the act establishing the 
State Department, to show the responsibilities and 
duties of the Secretary in relation to the custody of 
papers and Jaws. After some further remarks 
from Mr. I. not heard— ; 

Mr. ARNOLD moved the previous question, 
which was seconded. : 

The question then recurred on the amendment 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Cus- 
1NG] to make the resolution request an authen- 
ticated copy of the President’s reasons for sign- 
ing the apportionment bill, instead of the original 
paper. 

Mr. ADAMS demanded the yeas and. nays, 
which were ordered. 

The amendment was carried by a vote of 94 to 
80, as follows: 

YEAS—Measrs. Arrington, ;Atherton, Beeson, Bidlack, 
Black, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Burke, William Butler, Wm, 
O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, Casey, 
Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Cross, Cushing, Richard D. Davis, 
Dean, Doan, Doig, Eastman, Egbert, Charles A. Floyd, For- 
nance, Gerry, Gilmer, Patrick G. Goode, Wm. O. Goode, 
Gordon, Gwin, Habersham, Hastings, Hays, Hopkins, 
Houston, Hubard, Hunter, William W. Irwin, Jack, Cave 
Johnson, John W. Jones, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Lewis, 
Littlefield, Abraham McClellan, Robert McClellan, McKay, 
McKeon, Mallory, Marchand, Alfred Marshall, John Thomson 
Mason, Mathews, Medill, Miiller, Mitchell, Morris, Newhard, 
Oliver, Parmenter, Patridge, Payne, Pickens, Plumer, Pope, 
Proffit, Alexander Randall, Reding, Reynolds, Riggs, Rogers, 
Roosevelt, Sanford, Saunders, Shaw, Shields, William Smith, 
Snyder, Steenrod, Alexander Il. H. Stuart, Sweney, Jacob 
Thompson, Turney, Underwood, Wallace, Ward, Watterson, 
Weller, Westbrook, James W, Williams, Wise, and Wood—94. 

NAYS—Measrs, Adams, Sherlock J. Andrews, Appleton, 
Arnold, Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Birdseye, Blar, 
Borden, Briggs, Brockway, Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, William 
B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Chittenden, 
James Cooper, Cowen, Cravens, Deberry, Everett, Fessenden, 
Fillmore, A. Lawrence Foster, Gamble, Gentry, Giddings, 
Goggin, Granger, Green, Hall, Halsted, Howard, Hudson, 
Hun, Charles J. Ingersoli, Joseph R, Ingersoll, James irvin, 
James, John P. Kennedy, Lane, Linn, McKennan, Mattocks, 
Maxwell, Maynard, Meriwether, Moore, Morgan, Osborne, 
Owsley, Pendleton, Ramsay, Benjamin Randall, Ridgway, 
Rodney, William Russel, James M. Russell, Saltonstall, 
Shepperd, Simonton, Truman Smith, Stanly, Stratton, John 
T. Stuart, Taliaferro, Richard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, 
Toland, Tomlinson, Trumbull, Warren, Washington, Edward 
D. White, Joseph L. White, Christopher H. Williams, 
Yorke, Augustus Young, and John Young—80. 

Mr. FILLMORE having called for the orders of 
the dz y= 

The SPEAKER announced, as the unfinished 
business, the message of the President returning 
the provisional tariff bill, with his objections. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia, who was entitled 
to the floor, said that he had been requested 
to yield it for a few moments to the genile- 
man from Ohio, [Mr. Cauvary Mornais,] in or- 
der that he might have the opportunity of making 
a personal explanation; and he acceded to the re- 
quest with much pleasure. 


-House, in its political capacity, 


| 


a 


Mr. CALVARY MORRIS said that, during his 
absence from the House yesterday, the gentleman 
from Indiana {Mr. Warre]. made some temarks 
in relation to him, which he took the earliest op- 
portunity to notice. He regretted that the re- 
marks to which he referred had not been publish- 
ed, because, not having heard them, and not being 
able to see them in print, he could not say distinct- 
ly what they were. As he understood it; however, 


the gentleman referred to a certain number of 


times when the yeas and nays were called, when he 
(Mr. M.) was absent from "his seat. Now, im all 
kindness of spirit, he would say that the gentle- 
man could not have been acquainted with the cir- 
cumstances which occasioned his absence, or he 
would not have made the remarks that he did. 
For nearly four months he had been afflicted with 
a violent cramp of the stomach; so much ‘so; that 
his friends were frequently alarmed for his safety, 
and feared that he would not again see the House. 
Such was the state of prostration in which he-bad 
been thrown, that, for nearly three months, there 
had not beena single day that he did not suffer 
from such attacks, though he had dragged himself 
to the House, and spent part of the day here. 

He had come here on cecasions when his phy- 
sicians remonstrated against his leaving his room, 
and insisted that, if he did so, he should not con- 
fine himself. These were the reasons why his 
name did not appear on several occasions when 
the roll. was called. Now, he would ask how 
many members had found it necessary to absent 
themselves from indisposition, and even to leave 
this city; and yet the gentleman had thought proper 
to single him out, and exercise this dictatorial 
course towards him. The gentleman from Indiana 
himself was absent from bis seat for some time 
near the commencement of the session, and for the 
very best reason—he was sick; and it would haye 
been unjust and ungenerous in Mr. M., or in any one 
else, to drag him up before the public, and arraign 
him for it. As to any other remarks of the gentle- 
man with respect to him, he had no reply te 
make. : 

Mr. WHITE observed, that if he had been ap- 
prized of the circumstances under which the gen- 
tleman’s absence from his seat occurred, he weuld 
not have made the remarks that he did. He was 
happy, after the statement of the gentleman, to be 
able to do him perfect justice, by a withdrawal of 
what he had said. [Cries of—‘‘That’s right, that’s 
right,” by severai,] 7 

Mr.SMITH of Virginia then rose and addressed 
the House up to the expiration of his hour, with 
great force and ability, in support of the veto, He 
said that, from the first commencement of the de~ 
bate, he felt no little solicitude with regard to this 
question. Every step the debate had taken had in- 
creased that solicitude, because he found, in the 
progress of the discussion, feelings displayed, prin- 
ciples advaneed, and facts asserted, altogether in- 
compatible with our system of government. It 
was for this reason that he felt a desire to take 
part in this discussion; and be would not hesitate 
to say that he felt a degree of personal interest in 
the subject, because the President of the United 
States had been assailed by those who recently 
were in intimate connexion with him, in terms and 
in manner equally unworthy of him ard cf his as- 
sailants. Ti had been his lotto know the Presi- 
dent for many years; he had served with him in 
the councils of his native State; and be would say 
that, however he may have differed. with him on 
polilical matters, he never knew anything of him 
to justify the language that. had been applied to 
him bere. On the contrary, he knew him to be a 
high-minded, honorable man, possessing all those 
kind and benevolent feelings which dignify and en- 
noble human ‘nature. 

In treating this question, Mr. S. said that he 
should confine himself to certain publie questions, 
and then address himself to those who had pre- 
ceded him in debate, when he should take occa- 
sion to express the deep indignation and scorn of 
the unfair, unmanly, and ungenerous manner in 
which the Executive had been treated on this oc- 
casion. In doing so, he had not one personal feel- 
ing to gratify; but he should treat the subject with’ 
candor and fairness, and award justice where. juse 


tice.was due. . Jn the first place, he should. call the 
attention of the House to the act of 1833, com- 
monly called the compromise act, because it was 
_ part and parcel of the subject he was treating, 
_and because he entertained different opinions with 
regard to the meaning and intent of that law from 
.4hose expressed by gentlemen on this floor; and, in 
+ Some measure, he differed with the President. him- 
.: Self in his construction of it. The view that he 
entertained of it was, that it was the great bond of 
peace to this Union; that to disturb: or violate it, 
.. Was an outrage that deserved the indignation of 
the world; and that those who believed that the 
preservation of that bond of union was essential to 
, the peace and harmony of the country were bound 
.. by every principle of honor and of patriotism to 
adhere to it. 

‘What were the cirenmstances that preceded it? 
Did not every gentleman remember that, amid the 
angry contests of that period, the Union. was al- 
most severed? Did not every gentleman remem- 
„ber, the jealousies and heart-burnings between the 
plundered on the one side, and their oppressors on 

. the other—which had reached such a height as to 
_carry alarm into the bosom of every patriot? Then 
it was that Mr. Clay stepped forward with that 
bill of peace, and accompanied it with a speech 
in which he fully explained the principles on which 
it was founded. Would gentlemen advert, fora 
„brief moment, to the principles of that compro- 
mise, as explained by their great leader, Mr. Clay? 
A high tariff existed—it was regarded by those who 
did not participate in its benefits with deep abhor- 
Tence, and looked upon as little short of plunder. 
In short, such was the determined spirit with which 
it was opposed, that it was found to be impossible 

_ to sustain it much longer, without endangering the 
Union; and the question arose, whether some com- 
promise could not be effected, by which the oppo- 
-nents of protection could be satisfied, without re- 
» linquishing it altogether. What were the termsof 
compromise that were proposed and carried into 
effect? . Why, that, through a course. of nine years, 
the existing duties should be gradually reduced un- 
„til brought down to 20 per cent. ad valorem. Ev- 
. ery. gentleman well. recollected that, and they 
“would also recollect that there were serious ap- 
prebensions. on the part of the manufactur- 
“ers, that these terms would not be observed. 
“Did gentlemen not remember that, in 1832, 
President Jackson recommended that the tar- 
iff should be reduced to a revenue stand. 
‘ard? And what did Mr. Clay say? Mr. §. 
“here quoted*some passages from Mr. Clay’s speech 
on presenting the compromise bill, in which he ex- 
pressed the opinion that the tariff was in imminent 
danger-—that it was at the last gasp; and that, 
without some liberal concessions to the South, it 
could not be preserved till the next session of Con- 
gress. . Some further extracts were quoted by Mr. 
`S. from the same speech, showing the necessity of 
passing the Dill, in order to preserve the peace and 
“harmony of tke Union. Here, in the strongest 
and most emphatic language, Mr. Clay declared 
“that the tariff was at the last gasp, and that it was 
“necessary for the interest of the manufacturers that 
“there should be a gradual reduction cf duties. The 
gentlemen of the South, with unequalled generosity, 
yielded to the terms proposed, and consented, with 
“the power in theirhands to allow the manufacturers 
the benefits of protection for nine years longer, on 
the condition of a gradual reduction during that 
ariod. Now, he would inguire, in the language of 

r; Clay, “What statesman would ever venture to 
stand up before the country, and disturb this bond 
of union?” Yes, this was the language of a man 


when he had a bargain to make; yet, after a few 


‘years have elapsed, and he is called on to comply 
With the conditions upon which it was made, he is 
‘seeking to disturb it, and to violate the solemn con- 
tract guarantied by himself. 

He would now (Mr. S. said) proceed to the con- 
sideration of another part of the subject, which 
was the. act of September, 1841, called the distri- 
bution act. What did that act say? with a view to 
preserve the character of this Legislature; with a 
view. to preserve the faith pledged iw this compro- 


mise inviolate, it was provided. in that act-that. 


whenever it should be found necessary to raise the 
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duties beyond 20 per cent., the distribution should 
. cease.. Then there were two ects of solemn legis- 
lation on which the faith of the Legislature was 
equally pledged-—the compromise act, passed under 
the circumstances he had adverted to; and the dis- 
tribution act, passed with that solemn and express 
reservation for the purpose of preserving the faith 
pledged in the first. It was conceded on al! hangs 
that, without that provise, the last-named act never 
could have passed the Senate; and it was also con- 
ceded that, without it, itcould not have received the 
sanction of the President; and yet they saw gentle- 
men, after having got these measures,seeking to vio- 
late the solemn conditions on which they obtained 
them. : 


They had heard gentlemen, who were in favor 
of distribution, say to: the manufacturing interests 
that “unless you hold on to the distribution, you 
shall get no protection.” He would ask gentle- 
men if there was any principle of honor or moral- 
ity that would justify such an outrageous violation 
of the most solemn pledges ever entered into by 
man. Under the circumstances he had explained, 
this distribution bill was passed through this and 
the other House, and sent to the President for his 
Signature. Mr. S. here adverted to the ‘“‘race- 
horse spezd” with which the measure was hurried 
through; and observed that, notwithstanding the 
plausible reasons given by the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means for this hurried 
legislation, when sent to the Senate, it was suf- 
fered to remain on the table for several days, in 
order, as he supposed, that it might be passed at a 
period so near the 30th June that the President 
would feel himself under the necessity of sanction- 
ing it. The bill then went to the President under 
circumstances which induced a belief that the 
President was placed in such a situation as com- 
pelled him to sign it, and thus violate the faith 
he had pledged in the compromise act, as well as 
commit an act contrary to his known and recorded 
opinions, This, however, like many other attempts 
that had been made to head Captain Tyler, failed, 
and he returned the bill with his veto. What were 
the grounds on which his objections were placed? 
Mr. S here went into a recapitulation of the rea- 
sons given by the President, in his velo message, 
for returning the bill to the House in which it origi- 
nated, explaining and commenting on them as he 
went on. 

In relation ‘to the distribution ect, Mr. S. said 
that the President, who had been arraigned here as 
in favor of unqualified distribution, had expressly 
declared that he would go for it only so far as that 
it should not interfere wilh the compromise act. In 
1841, when the distribution act was presented to 
him for his signature, he did not hesitate lo give 
his assent to it; though he saw in the condition of 
the treasury good reasons for withhelding it, yet 
he gave his assent to it, because ii coniained a pro- 
viso that the distribution was to be arrested the 
moment the duties should be raised above twenty 
percent. Now, when he was called upon to give 
his assent toa bill involving a breach of the com- 
promise act, and a breach of the distribution act, 
he would ack gentlemen if he was not undera high 
moral obligation to reject it, which he could not weil 
have disregarded. 

The compromise act bad been observed in good 
faith by one party, while the otber had reaped all 
the benefits from it; but now that the South was to 
receive its shart of the advantages held out by it, 
gentlemen were anxious to violaie it, and arraigned 
_the President because he would not assisi them in 
doing so. What, in the name of sense, did the 
South cain by that compromise, if it was not that 
the duties should be ultimately brought down to a 
revenue standard? They agreed to submit to the 
colleetion of duties ihat the treasury did net want, 
for nine years, for the sake ef the manufacturers, 
on the condition that, at the end of that period, a 
protective tariff should cease. They wouid have 
made a bad bargain without that condition; and 
they would not, without it, have agreed to the com- 
promise, when they had the power in their owa 
hands to destroy protection ditogether. 

Mr. S. then went on to explain how the bill that 
was vetoed by the President violated the compro. 
mise and the distributien acts, and asked genile- 
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men if they did not know it. They knew that-the 
distribution act never could have passed the Senate, 
nor have received the sanction of the President, 
without that proviso which they sought to repeal. 
He asked them how they could reconcile such a 
system of legislation to their consciences. He was 
Startled at a proposition. made by the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Grancer.] He called upon 
the. manufacturing interest to stand firm by their 
principles. This was an appeal to selfish feelings 
and interests, that he had not been accustomed to 
in legislation. À 

Mr. GRANGER (by permission of Mr. Smitu) 
explained what he had said. It was, that, rather 
than be driven from the ground he had taken, by 
Executive dictation, he called on the manufactur- 
ing interest to stand upon their arms, and exist as 
they could exist under this glorious compromise 
act, till the result should show who could stand 
the existing state of things longest. 


Mr. W. SMITH. Then amI to understand that 
the gentleman is willing to stand by the compro- 
mise act? i 

Mr. GRANGER. No, sir. 

Mr. W. SMITH. Iconfess, I don’t understand 
the gentleman. I presume he understands him- 
self. The gentleman, then, did call on this manu- 
facturing interest to stand to their arms--thus ap- 
pealing to their selfish feelings in a manner alto- 
gether unsuited to legislation. We came here 
(said Mr. S.) to settle great questions, involving 
the interests of the whole Union—not to legislate 
for selfish or sectional interests. But this was not 
all: the genileman called on his friends to stand 
by their principles. He should like to know what 
they were, 3 

Mr. GRANGER said his principles were these: 
he believed that the inlerestsof the country required 
such a tariff as wonld give protection to domestic 
manufactures, under a revenue sufficient for the 
economical wants of the Government. His prin- 
ciples were, that the publie Jands belonged to the 
States of this Union, and not to the Federal Gov- 
ernment; and that their proceeds should long ago 
have been distributed to them. This, he said, 
would have prevented the excesses of 1835. 


Mr. SMITH. Well, I have got the gentle« 
man’s principles; and what are tbey? Tne five 
loaves and the seven fishes—protection and dis- 
tribuiion—plunder and division. Mr. 8. then re» 
ferred to the avowal made by Mr. Granoasr, that, 
when Postmaster General, he had dismissed sev- 
enteen hundred postmasters; and, if he had been 
permitted to remain in office a year longer, he 
would have removed three thousand more—an 
avowal which the gentleman made with a degree 
of chuckling satisfaction, evincing a bloody spirit, 
equal to that of Danion, Marat, or Robespierre. 
This, too, coming from a member ofa party which 
came into power urler the pledge of proseribing 
proscription! After repeliing, in terms of indignation, 
the imputation thrown out by another member from 
New York, [Mr. Finimory,] that the veto was the 
result ofa coalition between the President and Lo- 
cofoces, ashe was pleased to term them, Mr. 3, in- 
quired of the gentleman wheiber this imputation was 
thrown out on any evidence to support it—or was 
it merely the outpouring of disappointed spleen? 
The gentleman, he remembered, commenced. his 
remarks by saying that he should treat the Presi- 
dent and his message with al! proper respect. 
Now, wasit trealing him with proper respect to 
charge him with an act involving the highest mor- 
al turpitude? 

Mr. FILLMORE rose to make an explanation. 

Mr. SMITH said he only wished the gentleman 
to reply yes or no to the question he asked: Had 
he any evidence in support of the charge, or was it 
the result only of his own disappointment and 
spleen? The limited time allotted him by the rules 
was foo short to allow him to enter into a col- 
lcquy with the gentleman, which he should other- 
wise be glad to do; and be should like, alse, to 
prapound a few interrogatories to the ex-Postmas- 
ter General. Mr. S. then went on to reply to the 
remarks. of his colleague, [Mr. Sruart,] who took 
the extraordinary ground that the principle of dis- 
iribntion was contained in ihe compromise act. 
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This position of his colleague Mr. S. entered into. 
a refutation of. - 

He then alluded to the fact, that, at the time the 
compromise act was passed, thetreasury was over- 
flowing, and possessed more money than it was 
known what todo with; and the distribution of 
the proceeds of the public lands was known to be 
Put a tempcrary measure, 

_ He next alluded to the vetoes of General Wash- 


ington, who, from his position, was capable of- 


judging of the intent with which the veto power 
was conferred; and asserted that one of his vetoes 
was simply on the ground of expediency, and not 
on the ground of constitutionality. But the wis- 
dom of General Washington was here rebuked by 
the new lights which had sprung up to dazzle and 
astonish them, 

He (Mr. S.) regarded the veto power as one of 
the most important powers conferred by the Fed- 
eral Constitution; aad it was a remarkable fact, 
that it had never been exercised without meeting 
the approval of the people. It was a power cal- 
culated to preserve public liberty; and the vitupera- 
tion with which it was here assailed, it was worthy 
of observation, came from the disappointed faction 
which had been foiled in all their high aspirations. 
But what was this veto power? Was it a legisla- 
tive, executive, or judicial power? If it was not 
a legislative power, he knew not what. it was, It 
was certainly not executive, nor was it judicial; 
and per se it must be legislative. 

He prayed the House to bear with him while.he 
took occasion to state fhe relations which he bore 
to the President of the United States; and, after a 
few observations on this subject, he was ent short 
by the expiration of his alloited hour. 

Mr. PAYNE said the debate, which had been 
carried on for several days, he regarded as the 
most extraordinary debate which he had ever 
heard in a deliberative body. The whole vocabu- 
lary of abuse and anathemas, which it was possi- 
ble for the gentlemen to use who had taken the op- 
posite side of the question in regard to this veto, 
had been exhausted. The President had been de- 
nounced without measure, and as though he had 
committed some act of high treason; and if some 
individual had been here from a distance, and bad 
heard this debate as it progressed, his first impres- 
sion would have been, that the President of the 
United States had committed some flagitious act of 
outrage, if not bordering on treason. But what 
was the true state of the case? Why, all these de- 
nunciations had been leveled at the President, 
simply because he had discharged a duty, by ap- 
plying a veto toa bill which had been passed by 
this body. And what was that bill? And what did 
it propose to do? It proposed to repeal the pro- 
viso of the bill at the last session, which said that 
distribution should not take place when the duties 
on imporis exceeded 20 per cent. This was the 

“compromise clause, without which that bill could 
not have been passed. The President signed it on 
that consideration; and now, because he desired 
and was determined to carry out that bill, he was 
denounced on this floor, and would, doubtless, be 
denounced through the whole exient of the Union. 
Let him tell gentlemen, however, who wished to 
make politica: capital out of this circumstance, 
that they must bear in mind that the President had 
thrown himself on the side of the people; and he 
was determined that the country should net be 
taxed for distribution among the States; and when- 
ever a contest on this point should come—when- 
ever the issue should be fairly made, and brought 
before the people, those who now revile him would 
sink into insignificance, while he would be eleya- 
ted higher in the public esteem as an honest pub- 
lic fonctionary. If be (Mr. Payne) were John 
Tyler, he would go before the people on that issue, 
without any apprehension of the result. 

Had, then, the President applied this veto improp- 
erly? Had he discharged any duty which did not 
properly pertain to him as a public functionary? 
Look at the Constitution. Tne Constitntion gave 
him power to do it; and expressly declared, if he 
does not approve a bill, he shall velo it. Wot on 
constitaticnal grounds—not on the ground of ex- 
pediency—bui simply on the ground of non-ap- 
Proval..It was an obligatory duty, and made. so 
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by the same Constitution as required him to sign a 


bill if he approved it; and a Constitution which he 
had taken a solemn oath to support. If, then, he 
had disapproved the bill, and had not vetoed it, he 
would have been subject to the denunciations 
which he had received for discharging his duty; 
and further, he would have been perjured in his 
own estimation and before high Heaven. And yet 
he was denounced because he was unwilling to 
neglect his duty, and to lay perjury on his soul. 
The doctrine was monstrous; it was such a doctrine 
as ought never to be urged in an American Con- 
gress; botit was in perfect accordance with the ac- 
tion of the Whig party. Something had been said 
of the principles of the Whig party, and some of 
his friends had asked what they were; but nobody 
had given them the slightest intimation. He re- 
membered that, in the contest of 1840, he asked 
again and again what the principles of the party 
were. If he asked one of that party if he was in 
favor of domestic manufactures, he was pointed to 
a barrel of hard cider. If he asked another if he 
was in favor of internal improvement, he was 
pointed to a log cabin. If he asked a third if he 
was in favor of some other doctrine, he was point- 
ed to gourds, as the emblems of a particular class; 
and if he asked a fourth if he was in favor of pa- 
per-money, he was pointed to coon skins, which 
were regarded as a kind of circulation, as they 
once were in the State of Frankland, now Tennes- 
see. 

But there were some principles which governed 
that party. One was proscription for opinion’s 
sake, and another was the proscription of proscrip- 
tion. And what bad been the answer of the gen- 
tileman on the other side? (Mr. Grancer.] Why, 
he would proscribe all. There was another doc- 
trine, however, for which he would give the Whig 
party credit. It was change, change, change. 
Whenever they were met with arguments, and 
driven from their position, they cried out, “ We 
must have a change; we must have a change of 
rulers; we must have a change of men.” The 
practical development of their principles, however, 
opened a new scene and a new question; the 
“change” which they wanted was a “change” of 
the Government under which they lived. The war 
which they waged on this question was intended 
to reach further than the President of the United 
Siate», who was also intended to be reached. The 
Whig party intended to reach the President; but 
they also sought to change the constitution of the 
country. He (Mr. Payse) knew for what this 
debate was intended; he knew it was intended to 
go out to the country; and he knew that the party 
in the ascendency woald endeavor to turn the peo- 
ple from the true question to the veto power of the 
President. That was what they designed to do: 
they intended to make war on that; and, through 
that, on the constitution of the country; and there. 
fore they should be met by a discussion here of 
this veto power, as one of the powers created by 
the wisdom of our fathers. The late Postmaster 
General called upon his Whig friends to rally on 
this question, and he would endeavor to bring 
them to charge on the constitution of the country. 
His (Mr. Paynn’s) word or his opinion might be 
worth little or nothing on this floor; but if it were, 
he would call on the Democratic party to stand 
firm on the battlements of the Constitution ; and, 
if they fell, to guard it with ramparts of their dead 
corpses. Rather than violate that sacred instru- 
meat, he would lose every drop of the blood 
which animated his mortal frame. 

Suppose the opposite party successful in this 
war on the Constitution, (for it was nota war 
alone on John Tyler,). what would be the conse- 
quence? The Senate would be denounced, on the 
ground taat it was not the representative of the 
popular will. If they were successful in the one 
case, the same ground of success would exist in the 
other. And if they were enabled to limit the Gov- 
ernment to one branch of the legislative depart- 
ment, would they stay there? The jadicial power 
must be made to give way to the tyrannical power, 
and liberty itself would become prostrate before 
the hypocritical body that pretended to represent the 


| popular will. The Executive, the Senate, and the 


Judiciary destroyed, this body would have un- 
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disputed sway over the lives, liberties, and the 
property of the whcle people; and, oh God! how 
could any friend of his country contemplate such a 
scene? Had popular frenzy ever turned back in 
its course? Never, in the history of all time, un- 
til liberty was lost, and the most dreadful excesses 
had been committed. That such would be the re- 
suit of success in this war of the Whig party 
on the Constitution, he did not entertain a doubt. 
It was unnecessary togo further than to the histo- 
ry of the French republic, and to the popular 
frenzy and the excesses committed under the most 
plausible pretexts, from which humanity shrank 
back in consternation, for an example—a strik- 
ing example—which that history afforded of a 
government of one body. And yet the same course 
was being pursued here, which brought about such 
calamitous results in France; and when that bloody 
day should come, and those desolating scenes 
should be enacted through this whole land, where 
could be found a more appropriate presiding genius 
than the gentleman from New York? [Mr. Gran- 
cer] There was not one more appropriate, if 
they were to believe the declarations which he had 
made on this floor. Heretics had been burned at 
the stake for their religion, and politicians were 
sacrificed on the altar of party. The gentleman 
from New York admitted that he had sacrificed 
seventeen hundred; aad that if he had remained in 
power but one year mere, three thousand would 
have been added to the bloody list, to sate bis un- 
feeling cruelty. It was in vain to appeal to that 
gentleman, for he would stand erect amidst the 
ruin which his own hand created, and calm while 
the blood of his victims trickled down from his 
garments, and sciled the chair on which he sat. 
His (Mr. P.’s) present object, however, was to 
proclaim to the country the open avowal made 
here by the gentlemen opposite. Let it goon the 
four winds of the heavens, and he doubted not the 
people would hurl from power the men who could 
entertain such designs. If, however, he was de- 
ceived in this, all was lost. As yet, however, he 
had an abiding confidence in the people. 

Mr. LANE made some observations in reply to 
something which fell from Mr. Svars of Virginia; 
but lie was not distinctly audible. 


Mr. WATTERSON next obtained the floor, and 
said he had not intended to make any remarks on 
this subject, until he heard the speech of his 
colleague [Mr. Carurners] yesterday morning, 
a part of which required a reply, He had not 
risen for the purpose of defending the present Ad- 
ministration, or its head; for whose acts neither hime 
self nor his political friends, either here or else- 
where, were in the slightest degree responsible. 
He knew it had been charged indirectly, if not 
directly, that a coalition had been formed between 
the President of the United States and the Demo- 
cratic party in the Congress of the United States; 
but it was needless. to reply to suck allegations 
there, where every individual of both political par- 
ties knew it to be untrue. But he (Mr. W.) now 
spoke but for himself, and be intended to speak 
the same thing at home amongst his constituents, 
He had long since determined, and he never de- 
termined otherwise than to support this Adminis- 
tration whenever he could do it consistently with 
his own principles. Whenever John Tyler came 
on the Democratie track, he (Mr. W.) would nòt 
get of it on that account; his course was onward. 
There were measures of this Administration of 
whieh he heartily approved; and there were meas- 
ures of which he heartily disapproved. He ap- 
proved the two bank vetoes of the last session of 
Congress; and he approved the veto now on the 
Speaker's table; and those acts of the President of 
the United States he was ready to defend, here or 
any where else: further than that, he had not a word 
to say. 

Bat be was somewhat astonished to hear his 
colleague [Mr. Carutuenrs] denounce the Presi- 
dent of the United States as a traitor—and for 
whai? Because he had exercised the veto power 
cn three cecasions. He (Mr. W.) was surprised, 
to hear the observations of his colleague for 
other reasons: In 1835, he served with his col. 
league in the Legislature of Tennessee, and he 
recollected perfectly well a speech which that gene 
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tleman made in favor of the nomination of H. 
L. White; from which he would read a short ex- 
tract: 


“The truth is, the race is between White and Van Buren, 
the candidate of the people, and of the Baltimore convention. 
These gentlemen are both talented, and have both fought in the 
republican ranks. They have been good Jackson men. White, 
to be sure, has done him more service, for he commenced soon- 
er by many years, and has fought harder, for he always has 
heen’ in the hottest of the action, and the old chief has never 
sounded his political wax-trump, but White was inthe field, 
and at his side; he has never called for a vanguard, but White 
has stepped forward > % $ d £ 
‘White has come out on all the vetoes and messages, and every 
leading measure of Jackson’s administration; and is therefore 
pledged in print, and under his own hand upon them, and will, 
as sure as he is an honest statesman, carry them out, ifhe 
should succeed. Mr. Van Buren’ssituation hasnot been such 
as to make it necessary that he should take sides upon these 
agitating questions; and it seems to be admitted on all hands, 
that he is one of those politicians who will not obtrude his sen- 
timents upon the public, on questions which have two sides, 


but is modest and retiring in his policy; there is, perhaps, one 
exception in this course. I would not do an injustice. On one 
occasion, in a toast, if I mistake not, he did say ‘uncompro- 
mising opposition to the United States Bank.’ Since what little 
‘we see of his sentiments is good, what a pity it is we cannot get 
more, in toasts, or some more solid way. But White has made 
Jengthy arguments on that subject, for which he has been laud- 
ed to the skies by the very men who are now abusing him. He 
has, eyer since 1817, been standing upon the strong ground, 
that the Bank of the United States, and all the banks of that 
kind, are unconstitutional, as well as inexpedient. z iy 
If Judge White cannot be elected, I would much prefer his 
election (Mr. Van Buren’s) to that of any opposition mati, not- 
withstanding my objections to him; for you have seen, sir, from 
what I have said, that I have many objections to him, włen com» 
pared to White; but still I would mugh prefer him toany man 
whose principles are adverse to those hich have characterized 
gnd made glorious the present adminis{ration.”’ ? : 

Here, it seemed, then, tha} White iad come 
out on all the vetoes, and ail the méssages, of 
General Jackson; and he was, therefore, pledged, 
in print, and under bis own hand; and ff he were 
successful, as an honest man and ap honest states- 
man he would be expected ‘to qdrry out those 
opinions. Such were the opinions of his colleague 
at that time; but, respecting a Bank, his colleague 
said he had changed his sentiments: he had a right 
to do so, and every honest man would change 
his opinions when he found himself in error, and 
he would not hesitate to acknowledge the change. 
He (Mr. W.) acknowledged the frankness of his 
colleague, though he questioned his liberality. In 
1836, ‘and in 1840, his colleague voted for Mr. 
Tyler: he and Mr. Tyler were then together; and 
there was no evidence of any change in the opin- 
ions:of Mr. Tyler; and yet his colleague came 
here and denounced the President: of the United 
States as a traitor, because he would net change 
his opinions. : 

The President was an older man than his col- 
Jeague, and had been longer in the public service. 
He was unchanged in opinion, while his colleague 
had avowedly undergone a change. And yet, 
strange as it might seem, his colleague denounced 
the President as a traisor to his party, and almost a 
traitor to the best interests of the country, because 
he would not change about with the gentleman 
from Tennessee. t 

‘Mr. WISE asked the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee [Mr. Warrerson] to state to the House 
and: to the country whether, in 1836, there 
were not two candidates in Tennessee for the 
Presidency and the Vice Presidency; and whether 
Mr. Granger, of this Hlouse, was not nomi- 
nated in some of the States for the Vice Pres- 
idency, and supported by those who were 
in favor of a bank; and whether Mr. Tyler 
was not run by some of the States as in opposition 
to a bank; and whether Tennessee did not run Mr. 
Tyler, in opposition to Mr. Granger, as the anti- 
bank candidate. 

Mr. WATTERSON said there was no candi- 
date for the Vice Presidency in Tennessee. But 
when the electors met, they voted for White and 
Tyler, those two agreeing in their opposition to a 
Bank or the United States, and upon other leading 
measures; but in Kentucky, and other States, where 
they were in favor of a bank, they ran Harrison 
and Granger. ? 
the time when he could get a corporal’s guard in 
‘Tennessee. 

- Mr. CARUTHERS desired to make some ex- 
planations. 

‘Mr. WATTERSON begged gentlemen to rec- 
ollect that his time was limited; and he 
was here reminded of an anecdote, which, 


But the latier gentleman never saw . 
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as it was short, he would relate as applicable to 
his own case. A man once was tied to the piston- 
rod of 2 steamboat, for some offence which he had 
committed; and to some persons who beset him, he 
said, ‘“‘Gentlemen, pray make no remarks, or I 
shall lose the hang of the game.” [Laughter] 
He begged, too, that gentlemen won!d not interrupt 
him, for he had no time to spare, and might lose 
“the hang of the game.” 

Mr. CARUTFHERS made some observations, 
which were not heard at the reporter’s desk. 

Mr. WATTERSON said he did not intend to 
discuss the course of Judge White; he was dead, 
and there let him rest; his (Mr. W.’s) object was 
to notice the course of his colleague; but since he 
had alluded to the late Postmaster General, he 
would pursue that subject a little farther. In the 
course of the last session of Congress, he (Mr. W.) 
made some remarks, which were published; and in 
those remarks he incorporated a letter, written by 
a member of the Legislature of the State of New 
York, from Ontario county, from which the late 
Postmaster General came. From that leiter he 
would now read a few short extracts: 

They are asfollows: 

“Ist, Mr, Granger has said that he had yielded to the doc- 
trines advocated by Mr. Slade in his speech in regard to the Dis- 


trict of Columbia, and thatthe notion of implied faith on the 
part of Virginia and Maryland must be given.” 


Mr. GRANGER here rose and said, That is 
true. 

Mr. WATTERSON continued to read, as fol- 
lows: 

“2d. Mr. Granger has said, that whenever it could be proved 
that slaveholdershad called to their aid United States troops to 
put down an insurrection on the part of the slaves against the 
whites; or whenever it could be made to appear that United 
States troops had been used to sustain or protect slavery, that 


moment Congress would have power to abolish slavery in the 
different States.” 

Mr. GRANGER admitted that, also, was true. 

Mr. WATTERSON continued to read, as fol- 
lows: 

“3d. Mr. Granger has said that colonization was one of the 
greatest Southern humbugs ever invented, and that long before 
Gerrit Smith got his eyes open on this subject, he had openly 
and avowedly denounced this scheme, not only in the social cir- 
cle, but in a public meeting.” 


Mr. GRANGER again signified his admission. 
Mr. WATTERSON continued : 


“4th. Mr: Granger said, if the Abolitionists of Ontario coun- 
ty gave him a liberal support in 1838, they never should have 
cause to regret it. 

“The sontiments set forth in the above, I had from Mr. 
Granger’s own lips. J have given his words, ag near as I can 


recollect them. 
“A, SAWYER.” 


Mr. WATTERSON said he had read these sen- 
timents now, that if they were not correct they 
might be contradicted. The gentleman admitted 
their correctness 

Mr. GRANGER made some observation which 
was inaudible at the reporter's desk, but was un- 
derstood to deny the 4th statement of Mr. Sawyer. 

Mr. WATTERSON said, Well, the gentleman 
admitted that, if the United States troops were 
called out to suppress a servile insurrection, the 
Government would possess the power to abolish 
slavery in the States. 

Mr. STANLY rese to a question of order. 

Mr. WATTERSON begged him not to do so; 
he would prefer to give up the matter, as he had 
no time to spare. He, however, was merely sta- 
ting the reasons why Tennessee would never give 
her support to the gentleman from New York. 
He also alluded to the declaration that, if he had 
remained in office one year longer, 4,700 removals 
would have been made in the Post Office Depart- 
ment; and also to the rumor that the delegation 


from New York waited on the late Postmaster: 


General, and told him if he did not go out of the 
Cabinet they would kick bim out, 

Mr. GRANGER pronounced it an unqualified 
falsehood in every part of it; and he rejoiced that 
the gentleman had given bim tho opportunity to 
contradict it, 

Mr. WATTERSON. Well, if the gentleman 
denied it, be it so. At any rate. he remained in 
office, until he was satisfied that Captain Tyler 
would kick bim ont, unless he withdrew, and 
saved him the trouble. It was also said that ob- 
jecuions were raised in the Senate to the nomination 
of that gentleman as Postmaster General—doubts 


. subject of proscription for opinion’s sake. 
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being entertained whether he was sound on the 
subject of abolition. - i 

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Bricas) called the gen-" 
tleman to order. 

Mr. WATTERSON said he might be out of òr- 
der; but he was remarking on the gentleman from 
New York; and he thought that gentleman was an 
Abolitionist. He wished to know if the Chairman 
called him to order on that ground. 

Mr. CARUTHERS said, as the gentleman from 
‘Tennessee had but an hour, he hoped, in that time, 
he would be allowed to say what he pleased. 

Mr. BRIGGS (the Chairman) still objected. 

Mr. WISE. Well; pass that. 

Mr. WATTERSON. Well, then, there was the 
The 
President has been denounced by a gentleman from 
New York as having made overtures of the’ 
“spoils” to the Demceratie party; and a gentleman 
from Indiana said the spoils had been offered to 
the Democratic party by the President. He (Mr, 
W.) denied the truth of sucha statement. But, 
when the President did nominate a Democrat, how 
was it treated?) Why, they had a good Democrat 
nominated as marshal of Tennessee, to whom there 
could be no objection as a man. As aman of 
honor, no one could object to him--not one. 

He had it, however, from some of his Whig col- 
leagues, that the gentleman was rejected on ace 
count of his embarrassments, Was that a sufficient 
excuse? Look at the bankrupts who had been con- 
firmed by that very Whig Senate. The chargés to 
Venezuela and Portugal were notoriously embar- 
rassed, He did not state this as an objection, but 
to show that insolvency was not regarded as a 
fault when itexisted ina Whig. The Whig party, he 
contended, had violated all the principles on which 
they came into power. They declared that they 
would separate the political press from the Gove 
ernment. Whathad they done? Their very first 
act was to elect Gales & Seaton printers to this 
House. Their first act in the Senate was to violate 
a solemn contract, perfect and complete in all its 
parts, and dismiss Blair & Rives from their of- 
fice as printers to that body. They took the printe 
ing away, and gave it to the Madisonian. When 
he considered the course of that paper, he wondered 
that it had not been also dismissed; for there would 
be as much reason for it as in the case of Blair 
& Rives, 


There was another humbug cry which they used 
in the Presidential election, and which gave the 
Democratic party much trouble—the Hooe case, 
gotten up by the Representative of the Richmond 
(Virginia) district. They wumpeted it all over the 
land, that a white man had been convicted by the 
testimony of afree negro. From the noise they 
made about this affair, he supposed that their first 
act, in coming into powe would be to pass a law 
prohibiting the reception of free-negro testimony at 
all in our naval courts-martial, Yet, they bad not 
done so, altbough they had a triumphant majority 
in both branches of Congress. 

There was the standing-army, too, which gave 
the Democrats some trouble—more so than the 
Hooe case. The other day, when a proposition 
was made by his colleague [Mr. C. Jounson] to 
reduce the real standing arniy of the country, 
of 12,003 men, how did the Whigs vote? He 
referred to the journals to prove that they were 
not generally anzious to have areduction. Another 
humbug was used very much in bis State. He 
referred to the census law, The people, in many 
sections, were made to believe that their property, 
even to the most trifling articles, was to be taxed 
by the Federal Government, Look at the vote 
ordering these statistics to be taken. Wes ita 
pariy vote? Assuredly not; and now that the 
statisties had been printed, every one admitted 
their value. 

There was another hursbug, of which the Whigs 
made much use in the contest of 1840, He alluded 
to the assertion made by Henry Olay, and so often 
repeated, that the election of General Harrison— 
the mere fact—would raise the priec of property in 
every portion of the Union. Mr. Clay’s colleague 
in the Senate (Mr. CRITTENDEN] declared that it 
would add $100,000,000 to the cupital of the coun- 
try. Look around! Was not properly lower now 
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than it had been for years—worth but. one-half of 
what it was in 1840? Could the country, in this 
respect, well be in.a more deplorable situation? 
“He next spoke of the distribution law, and re- 
ferred to the fact that, out. of thirteen members 
from Tennessee, eight (five Democrats and three 
Whigs) voted against it. His Whig colleagues 
who so voted, knew that they obeyed the wishes of 
their constituents in so doing. 

He had received a letter from a gentleman in 
his district, complainiag of the bankrupt law, who 
says that it was fastened on the country by the 
Democrats of New York and Pennsylvania. The 
fact was, but two Democrats from New York, (and 
they from the city,) and none from Pennsylvania, 
voted for that measure. It received but three De- 
mocratic votes in the House, and four in the Sen- 
ate—three of whom were instructed. 

‘In his own State, the ‘hostility to the bankrupt 
law was general. Resolutions were passed almost 
unanimously by the Legislature in its condemna- 
tion. ` This was one of the measures of the extra 
session, for all of whieh he held the Whigs respon- 
sible. 

He next referred to the cry made by the Whigs 
in 1840, about the expenditures of the Government 
under Mr. Van Buren. He showed that they had 
not been reduced by the Whig Administration, and 
that the national debt was now $25,000,000; and 
was. still increasing at the rateof $1,000,000 a 
month. In 1840, Mr. Woodbury, Secretary of 

` the Treasury, was denounced throughout the coun- 
try as a corrupt and an imbecile man. How was 
it now? Even the Whig Senators constantly com- 
-plimented him on his fidelity and ability when in 
that department. 


After touching on some other topics, (which the 

lateness of the hour prevents us from inserting,) 
he spoke of the elections which had taken place 
since the exira session in 1841. He understood 
that forty-one members of the present House, ac- 
cording to those elections, were misrepresenting their 
constituents. l they were sticklers for public sen- 
timent, he called on them toresign. He recapitu- 
lated the several States which had decided in favor 
of the Democratic cause: Maine, 250 majority for 
Harrison in 1840—now 11,000 Democratic ma- 
jority; Maryland now 600 majority; Pennsylvania, 
which voted for Harrison, now 20,000 Democratic 
majority; Ohio, which gave 24,000 majority for 
Harrison, now a Democratic majority in both 
houses of the Legislature; Michigan voted for Har- 
rison—now almost unanimous the other way; Indi- 
ana, which gave 13,000 for Harrison, is now Dem- 
ocratic; Georgia, which voted for Harrison by 
some 8,000, is now Democratic. These States 
gave 94 voles against Van Buren. Add these to 
the 60 which Mr. Van Buren -received, and it 
makes. 154: more than epough to have re.elected 
him—and this without taking into consideration 
§onnecticut, and other States, which voted against 
him, but have since changed. 

‘After some further remarks, Mr. W. concluded. 

Mr. HOWARD of Michigan then got the floor, 
and addressed the House in opposition to the veto 
message; contending that the reasons assigned by 
the President for refusing to sign the bill were alto- 
getber unwarranted and unsatisfactory. 

Mr. ARNOLD next tock the floor, and addressed 
the House in a violent attack oa the whole course 
of the President since he came into ofice; after 
which, he reviewed the course of the Democratic 
party prior to, and since, the last presidential elec- 
lon—com menting on it with equal severity. - 

The debate was continued by Messrs. WISE 
and UNDER WOOD, 

Mr. HUNTER then obtained the floor at half- 
past 5o’clock; but he gave way to 

Mr. TILLINGHAST, who moved that, when 
the House adjourns, it adjourn until Tuesday next. 

Mr. BOWNE and others called for the yeas and 
nays; but, afera few names were called, the mo- 
tion was withdrawn by general consent. 

Mr. HOPKINS then moved an adjournment, 
on which the yeas and nays were called, and re- 
sulted as follows: yeas 100, nays 91. 

The House adjourned a few minutes before 6 
oclock, after a session of nearly eight hours dura- 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTAETIVS. 
Monday, June 4, 1842. , 

Mr, DEAN, from the Committee on the Terri- 
tories, reported a bill to provide for the payment of 
the Iowa militia called into service in December, 
1839. The bill was read twice, and committed to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. i 

` He also made a report from the same committee, 
respecting. the settlement of the claim of James 
D. Doty; which was ordered to be printed. ; 

Mr. J. C. CLARK, from the select committee 
directed to inquire what will be the expense of 
printing the chart of the bar and bay of St. Joseph, 
‘and the charts of Ship Island inlets, reported that 
the expense of engraving, on stone, the usual num- 
ber each of the said charts will be;$880, and that 
the committee had contracted with P. Haas to 
lithograph them for that sum. f 

Mr. MATHIOT, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claim reported a /bill for the relief of 
Sarah Parker; whiçh was read twice,and committed 


ba 


to the Committee of the Wholé House. : 


THE VETO OF THE PROVISIONAL TARIFF, 

The House thenjresumed the debate oa the Pres- 
ident’s veto of the provisional tariff, 

Mr. HUNTER ‘was enfitled to the floor from 
Saturday last; and he commenced by observing 
that the distribution®bill fwas passed at the ex- 
tra session, with a clauge introduced to provide 
for its suspension when’ the duties from imports 
exceeded 20 per cent.; and it was generally under- 
stood at the time that such a proviso was necessary 
to obtain for the bill the signature of the President 
—a position which recent events had shown to be 
well founded. At a late period of this. session, 
two bills were taken up—one from the Committee 
of Ways and Means, and the other from the Com- 
mittee on Manufactures—each providing a perma- 
nent tariff; and each of these bills contemplated 
raising the duties beyond 20 per cent., and the re- 
peal of the clauseinthe distribution bill to which 
he had alluded. Some fourteen or fifteen days be- 
fore the Ist of July, the period at which some le 
gislation was necessary to carry into effect the 
compromise act, a little bill, which was now the 
subject of discussion, was introduced and was pass- 
ed under circumstances of great precipitancy; the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
endeavoring to take it out of the Committee of the 
Whole on the very day on which it was introduced. 
That bill contained a proviso which saved to the 
States the distribution, although it suspended it for 
one month, notwithslanding during that period, by 
this law, the duties were to be raised above 20 per 
cent; and under all the circumstances, it seeme l 
calculated to constrain the President to give it his 
signature for the purpose of carrying on the Gov- 
erament. But the President was in this position: 
if he signed this bill, he agreed to the principle that 
duties might be raised over twenty per cent., while 
the proceeds of the public lands were distributed 
amongst the States; and it precluded him from veto- 
ing the larger bill, if it should pass, and thereby save 
to the Federal treasury the proceeds of the public 
lands. And if he failed to assent to it, he was to 
expect all the invective which he has since re- 
ceived in this House. 

It was said that the President had returned the 
bill when there was not time to complete the com- 
promise act; that, by vetoing the bill, he had thrown 
adoubt whether there was any provision for the 
coUection of duties at all, and he had done it at a 
time when it was impossible to make the necessary 
provision. On the oiher hand, it must be remem- 
bered that, if he had not vetoed this bill, he could 
net have vetoed the other; and it might be said 
“why, you have not given us any notice.” The bills 
contained the same principle, and the President had 
the alternative either to depart from this provision 
altogether, or to veto the bill which was sent to 
him under such peculiar cireumstanees. And it 
must be remembered that the difficulties as to time 
-were not of his creation. He (Mr. H.) knew not 
if they originated in accident, or were designed to 
compel the President to yield his scruples; but cer- 
tainly it did not seem to be a fair principle of legis- 
lation to attach to another principle one for raising 
a large amount of revenue. Of course, this veto 


message was objected to, as was naturally expect- 
ed; it was objected, to on the ground that the com- 
promise act contemplated that the proceeds of the 
public jands should be alienated from the Federal 
Government, and given to the States; and that jus- 
tice to. the manufacturers required it; and that it 
was neither fair nor proper that the President 
should undertake to velo it on the ground of expe- 
diency. His colleague, with great. ingenuity: and 
ability, had contended that the compromise: act 
contemplated the alienation of this land fund, and 
that ali the revenue should be collected from im- 
ports; and, to sustain himself in that position, he 
referred to the history of ectemporaneous events 
and to. the compromise act itself. He had con- 
tended that, if this ‘were not so, there could not be 
that stability in the tariff which was necessary for 
the safety of the manufacturer, Bat when they 
looked’ back. to cotemporaneous events, was his 
eolleague right in the construction he had put upon 
it? There were many there present who heard the 
debates on the compromise act, and they knew 
how promptly that assertion was met, when it was 
made at the other end of the Capitol, by persons who 
were parties to the compromise act—almost all of 
whom declared it. was’ the firs: time they had heard 
of such an understanding. But if they looked at 
the distribution bill, which was itself cotempora- 
neous with the compromise act, they found a pro- 
vision in it that it should cease in five years. 

His colleague said it was understood to be a per- 
manent measure; but it was fair toinfer that it was 
to be appropriated to the Federal expenses after 
five years. The customs and land both brought in 
more than*was necessary for the Government, and. 
the reductions by customs at first were slow ; but 
when the duties became: low, and it was manifest 
they would not furnish enough to maintain the 
General Government, the proceeds of the land 


, Were simply to be taken back inaidof the revenue, 


But if his colleague was right in his: construction 
of the clause which provided that duties shall be 
laid for the purpose of furnishing sufficient money 
foran economical administration of the Govern- 
ment, the Government would be bound to derive 
its revenue wholly from customs. And what were 
the consequences of such a construction? It was’ 
known that many believed that. it was uncon- 
stitulional to distribute the proceeds of the lands; 
and were they, then, entering into a contract which 
they believed it was unconstitutional to execute? 
But, if the revenue was to be raised wholly from 
customs, they must abandon the post-office, which 
produced some threz or four mil'ions—équal almost 
to the public lands. And would his colleague des 


_ Clare that excise was also excluded by this provisa 


ion}. He asked his colleague if he believed it pos- 
sible that this was intended to be a permanent law, 
and if, through ali the contingencies of even a 
time of peace, the lands were to be alienated, and 
all the revenue raised on imports? It seemed to 
him (Mr. H.) this ¢onstraction would lead to such 
consequences as would manifest its absurdity. But 
when they came to look at the nature of the act it. 
self, they would find there were none of those rea. 
sons that would lead them to suppose those things 
were contemplated, The gentleman said the 
Northern manufacturer required it, because it. was 
necessary to secure stability in the tariff, Why, 
the compromise act secured stability, by securing 
duties up to 1842, And in relation to fluctuations 
in the revenue, the duties were to remain up toa 
certain period, whether there was excess or other- 
wise. They had seen both the revenue and theex- 
penditures fluctuate ; and with much more force 
might his colleague say it was contemplated. that 
there should be a public debt. 

The honorable gentleman examined minutely the 
operation of a publie debt on the interest of the 
manufacturer; and preceeded tosay that there was 
a clause. in the compromise act, by which it was 
provided thal, afier 1842, there should be no duties 
beyond 20 per cent. And how could that be carried 
out, if they alienated the receipts of the public land? 
He knew not what view they took of it, but he eon- 
ceived it to be the interest of the manufacturer to 
retain the proceeds of the public lands, and toapply 
them to the Federal expenses, .And-why? There 
were in the bill two classes of free. articles, one of 


which consisted of dyestuffs, &c., and the other of 
such articles as would not come in ‘coxdpetition 
with domestic productions; and it was the interest 
of: the manufacturers te keep these articles un- 
touched, or.they would cut off all hope of com- 
peting in the foreign market with the foreign man- 
ufacturer, who, if he bought nothing here, would 
take nothing in return. i 
‘And how would it affect them at home? Why, 
any foreigners would abandon the market; and 
the retura for.such articles as were sent for foreign 
Consumption would come home in money. This 
-mMoney:would accumulate until the money price 
was high; then would come expansion of credit, 
with expansion of the currency, until the credit 
system was gorged. ‘The honorable gentleman 
Spoke at some lengih on this subject, and fortified 
bis positions by quotations from Adam Smith. He 
also showed, by statistics, the amount of our ton- 
nage in different periods, tó prove that our tonnage 
had increased with. those very countries with which 
we had kad an: unrestricted-trade; and that, in. oth- 
~-€tv articles, by the compromise act, we had nearly 
Secured. a monopoly of the home market; «and yet, 
-they..were told, under the supposition that this act 
was to induce duties not togo up above 20 per 
eent, that it was the duty of the manufacturer. to 
®bstract the proceeds of the public lands to encour. 
age and benefit them. If this were so, they must 
of course put duties on free articles, and make 
hem dutiable; and, he asked, if ‘they could have 
any.interest in effecting such an object? Ee again 
suid it was impossible that’ the compromise act 
contemplated the alienation of the public lands, 
But, it was said-that the public lands belonged to 
the States. Why, if this doctrine were true, his 
friend from.Maryland {Mr. Wm. Cost Jounson} 
need.be. under no fear, for the money expended 
would necessarily be a debt due to the States, and 
ought to be paid back. If he had time, he would 
inquire how the land belonged to the States? He 
would inyuire how the land purchased in Louisi- 
ana and Florida belonged to the States? and 
whether, . if it did, all the. other public property 
purchased out of the public treasury did not also 
belong tothe States? He went over this subject, 
to. show. that the deeds of cession did not contem- 
plate distribution, and to point out how the States 
were.to be benefited by il; and he also recapitula- 
ted the points of ‘difference 
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of the proceeds for any purpose not forbidden by 
the Constitution. He then passed over to another 
point raised by his colleague, who objected that, 
under any view of the case, the President had no 
right to veto a bill on the ground of mere expedien- 
ey, but more especially that he had no right to 
veto a bill. designed to raise revenus and originat- 
ng there. “Others had gone still further, and main- 
tained that the veto power ought to be abolished, 
Not. content with attacking measures and men, 
they had raised their unholy hand against the Con- 
stitution itself, But he showed that Washington 
and Madison had vetoed on the same ground of 
expediency, and that bills might with as much pro- 
priety be vetoed on that ground as on the ground 
of constitutionality. 


He further stated that two candidates for the 
"Presidency had deemed it constitutional to abolish 
slavery in the District of Columbia; and yet they 
had:said they would veto any bill for such a pur- 
pose, inasmuch as they deemed it inexpedient. 
He next entered into an éxamination of the work- 
ing. of: this Government, which was designed to 
operate by as many wills as possible; and showed 
that: while the members of that House represented 
but districts, whose intcrests they would consult, 
. the President represented the Union, as the Sena- 
tors: represented the States. While, then, they 
sought to promote the interest of the people of their 
respective districts more particularly, the President 
hail tó consult the general welfare; and he was not 
likely to exercise this conservative power of the 
veto, unless it was likely to be sustained by the 
people. > He (Mr. Hunter) looked upon the veto 
power as one of the most valuable powers of the 
Constitution. © It°was valuable, inasmuch as it 
provided: that the Government could not move 
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which had existed re- ` 
Specting the taxing power and the power to dispose 
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without the assent of the three branches} and it 


- had proVed itself to be ‘efficient to give it harmony 


and give it peace. He knew attempts were made 
to destroy the power of the Executive 10 veto the 
measures of the Legislature. Some such ground 
was taken in the Whig manifesto of the extra ses- 
sion. The Executive veto was to be destroyed, to 
enable a majority here to act uncontrolled; and it 
had been well said that it would be as necessary to 
destroy the Senate, too, as this provision of the 
Constitution, But a Government or despotism of 
many heads—a mere legislature of one body; un- 
checked by the Constitution—would contain the 
seeds of its own dissolution. It had been tried in 
France; and of all despotisms in the world; save 
him from that. 5 


„If, then, there was nothing in the objection that 
the proceeds of the public lands ought, of right 
and of duty, to have gone to the States; if there 
was nothing in the objection that the President ought 
hot to have vetoed the bill on grounds of expedi- 
ency only; the other question which remained to be 
considered was, Was this such a Dill as ought to 
have been vetoed? He maintained that this was 
such a bill; and, if there ever was a measure 
which a statesman and patriot was bound to arrest, 
this was one. Mr. H. referred to the condition of 
the country under which this bill was passed; to 
the clamor of the publie creditors; the difficulty in 
negotiating a loan; and the falling off of the reye- 
nue. He also noticed the estimates of the chair. 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means, and 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, in relation to the 
amount of revenue required for the service of the 
Government, for its ordinary expenses and for the 
public debt, for the present year. The chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means 
had introduced a bill for the purpose of rais- 
ing twenty-seven millions of dollars, on an es- 
timate of seventy-nine millions of imports; while 
the Secretary of the Treasury estimated the im- 
ports at ninety millions. But Mr. H. ventured to 
predict that this amount of revenue could not be 
Taised, on account of the extent to which smug- 
gling would be carried on the northwestern fron- 
lier, Free trade would then prevail, in earnest,— 
which would be a very fine thing, to be sure, for 
Buffalo; but what would it be for New York?— 
what would it be for Boston, Philadelphia, Balti- 
more, and Charleston? Would the Atlantic sea- 
board consent to be hermetically sealed, while 
free trade was pouring its riches into the north- 
west? He would warm gentlemen that their 
system would destroy the very subject of taxation 
itself, producing a spirit that would soon lead to 
some other mode of raising a revenue. If we can- 
not get along by the present means of raising reve- 
nue, and our expenditure is to be twenty-seven 
millions—what, then, is to be the result? If we do 
wisely, we should curtail our expenditures, take 
back the proceeds of the public lands, and collect 
a revenue by a system of duties laid solely for that 
object. What was the other alternative? A sys- 
tem of internal duties; and he would put it to gen- 
tlemen whether they would be willing to take di- 
rect taxation rather than give up distribution? 
Where would this system fall heaviest? Not on 
us, buton that rich country whose resources gen- 
tiemen so much boasted of. If the system which 
gentlemen were so wedded to should, in the end, 
destroy foreign commerce, dry up the sources of 
public revenue, and drive us to a system of direct 
taxation—as he verily believed it would—when 
that time came, the burden would fall on them. 
The question then was, of returning to the treasury 
the proceeds of the public Jands, or of direct taxa- 
tion? Can we blame the President, then, when— 
Seeing the finances cf the country embarrassed, and 
public credit prostrated—he takes the caly measure 
in his power to relieve the one and restore the 
other? Ifthe dominant party would take his ad~ 
vice, (and he would not pretend that he hada right 
to advise them,) they would meet aa inevitable 
State of things by a wise and manly course. Here 
Mr. H. laid down the policy which he deemed best 
calculated for the interests of the country. The 
people were with the President in the acts which 
were so severely censured. They do not (said 


Mr. H.) distrust your patriotism or your talents; 
but they believe that your system is not calculated 
for the benefit ofthe country. Berane 

Mr. COOPER of Pennsylvania having obtained 
the floor== ` : a 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland appealed to his 
friend from Pennsylvania to give way, to allow 
him to make a motion to adjourn. 

Mr, COOPER declined, and addressed the 
House at great length, in opposition to the veto, 
and in censure of the President: . N 

Mr. SAUNDERS of North Carolina next ad= 
dressed the House in defence of the message.. In 
the course of his remarks, he referred to the Fed- 
eralist, from which he. made some extracts, together. 
with the history of the day, to show the origin aid 
necessity of the veto power as laid down in the 
Constitution; and, in answer to the objections 
made by several gentlemen that ihe veto power 
ought not to be exercised on any other than con- 
stitutional grounds, he showed that Presidents 
Washington and Madison had both exercised it on 
mere grounds of expediency. He would advise 
gentlemen, then, when they went home to their 
constituents, and told them that this veto power be- 
longed only to a nation of slaves, atid that JoHn 
Tyler had dared to exercise it on mere grounds of 
expediency, to tell them, at the same time; that 
George Washington, the father of his country, did 
the same thing. Mir, S. then wentinto an able 
vindication of the President from the charges 
brought against him—continuing his remarks up to 
the end of his hour. 

Mr. MARSHALL addressed the House for an 
hour in opposition to the message of the Presidént. 

Mr. ADAMS next addressed the House in se- 
vere and caustic examination of the veto, as used 
on the present occasion, though he admitted that 
the President had the constitutional tight to exer, 
cise it. ` . i 

Mr. PENDLETON, having obtained the floor, 
moved the previous question. a 

Mr. CUSHING asked the gentleman to "i 
draw his call for the previous question, to allow 
him to make an explanation. | 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland moved -that the 
Fouse adjourn; which motion was negatived—yeas 
42, nays 142, ; 

The previous question was then seconded, and 
the main question ordered. or. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland asked to be ex 
cused from voting; and, after giving bis reasons for 
making the request, withdrew it, 

Mr. SPRIGG also asked to be excused from vo- 
ting; and after a few remarks-— 

The SPEAKER called him to order for ‘irrele« 
vancy. i 

Mr. WELLER moved that the gentleman be 
permitted to proceed in order: carried—ayes 832, 
noes 80. ; : 

Mr. SPRIGG made a few remarks, censuring 
the course of the majority of the House for having 
brought the country to its present situation. - If, as 
they contended, the present tariff laws could not be 
carried into effect, for want of rules and regula- 
tions, why had not the dominant party, with their 
immense majority in both Houses, made them ‘in 
the course of a seven-months? session? After a 
few more remarks, Mr. S. was again called to or- 
der by the Speaker, and took his seat. 

The question was then taken, * Shall this bill 
pass, notwithstanding the objections of the Presi- 
dent?” and decided in the negative—there not be- 
ing a majority of two thirds—-yeas 114, nays 97, as 
follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, L. W, Andrews, Sherlock J. An- 
drews, Appleton, Arnold, Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, 
Barton, Birdseye, Biair, Boardman, Borden, Briggs, Brockway, 
Bronson, M. Browa, J. Brown, Burnell, William Butler, Wil- 
liam B Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Casey, 
Childs, Chittenden, John C. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, James 
Couper, Cowen, Garrett Davis, Deberry, Jobs Edwards, Eve- 
rett, Fessenden, Fillmore, A. L. Foster, Gamble, Gentry, Gid- 
dings, Goggin, P. G. Goode, Graham, Granger, Green, Hall, 
Halsted, Howard, Hudson, Hont, J. R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, 
W. W, Irwin, James, John P. Kennedy, King, Lane, Linn, 
McKennan, Thomas F. Marshall, Samson Mason, Mathiot, 
Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Meriwether, Mitchell, Moore, 
Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Osborne, Owsley, Pearce, Pendleton, 
Pope, Powell, Ramsey, Benjamin Randali, A. Randall, Ran- 
dolph, Ridgway, Rodney, Wm. Russell, James M. Russell, 


- Saltonstall, Shepperd, Stade, Truman Smith, Sollers, Sprigg, 
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Stanly, Stokely, Stration, Alexander H. H. Stuart, John T. Stu- 
art, Summers, Taliaferro, John B. Thompson, R. W. Thomp- 
gon, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, Trumbull, Van 
Rensselaer, Wallace, Warren; Washington, Edward D. White, 
Christopher H. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, and John 
Young—114. al ane 

: NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Arrington, Atherton, Bidlack, 
Black, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Burke, William O. Butier 
Green W. Caldwell, P. C. Caldwell, John Campbell, Chap- 
man, Clifford, Clinton, Coles,M. A. Cooper, Cravens, Cush- 
ing, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, Dawson, Dean, Doan, Doig, 
Eastman, Egbert, Ferris, Charles A.-Floyd, Fornance, T. F. 
Foster, Gerry, Gilmer, Wm. O. Goode, Gordon, Gwin, 
Habersham, Hastings, Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, 
Houston, Rubard, Hunter, C. J. Ingersoll, Jack, Cave John: 
son, John W. Jones, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Lewis, Little- 
field, Robert McClellan, McKay, McKeon, Mallory, Mar- 
chand, Alfred Marshall, J. T. Mason, Mathews, Medill, Mil- 
Jer, Newhard, Patridge, Payne, Pickens, Plumer, Read, Red- 
ing, Rencher, Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, Roosevelt, 
Sanford, Saunders, Shaw, Shields, William Smith, Snyder, 
Steenrod, Sumter, Jacob Thompson? Van Buren, Ward, Wat- 
terson, Weller, Westbrook, Joseph L. White, James W. 
Williams, Wise, and Wood—97. . 

Mr, FILLMORE observed that to-morrow and 
the two succeeding days being assigned for the 
business of the Territories, he would move to post- 
pone that business for this day week, for the pur- 
pose of going into the revenue bill. 

Mr. LEVY hoped the gentleman would except 
the bill for the armed occupation of Florida, as it 
was important for the safety of the Territory that 
that bill should be speedily passed. 

Mr. MERIWETHER moved the House ad- 
journ: rejected—yeas 45, nays 134. 

Mr, FILLMORE, at the suggestion of Mr. 
Porn, modified his motion so as to postpone the 
special orders till Thursday week and the two fol- 
lowing days; and, the question having been put, 
the motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER presented a communication 
from the Department of State, transmitting, in com- 
pliance with the resolution of the House, hereto- 
fore noticed; an authenticated copy of the exposi- 
tion. of the reasons given. by the President for sign- 
ing the apportionment bill; which was read. 

_ Mr. ADAMS moved to refer the communica- 
tion and documents to the select committee ap- 
pointed on that subject, and that they be printed. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina expressed 
a wish to address the House on the subject, and 
moved that the Hogse adjourn; which motion was 
carried, and 

. The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Turspay, July 5, 1842. 

Mr. YOUNG presented a petition from a num- 
ber of citizens of Whiteside county, Ilinois, pray- 
ing the establishment of a mail-route from Peoria 
to Fulton city; and presented a memorial from 
citizens of Lasalie, Kendall, and Kane counties, 
Illinois, remonstrating aguinst the establishment of 
certain mail-routes to run on the east side of Fox 
river; which were referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads, 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented a memorial sign- 
ed by nine hundred mechanics and laborers of Al- 
bany, New York, representing the deplorable con-. 
dition to which they have been reduced for the 
want of employment, and praying that Congress 
will pass a tariff giving protection to American in- 
dustry; which was read, and laid on the table. 

Mr, BUCHANAN presented a memorial from 
the board of commissioners of Kensington district, 
in the Northern Liberties, Philadelphia, in behalf 
of the inhabitants of that place, in favor of the con- 
struction ofa marine railway in the port of Phila- 
delphiaz referred to the Commitice on Naval Af- 
fairs. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, from the Committee en 
Commerce, to which had been referred House bill 
for the relief of John P. Pierce, reported the same 
back without amendment, and with a recommend- 
ation that it do pass. 

Mr. CONRAD, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which had been referred House bill for 
the relief of Henry Gee, resorted the same back 
without amendment, and witha recommendatien 
that it do pass. 

Mr. MILLER, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Reads, reported a jcint resolution 
authorizing the Postmaster General to allow to 
Patton and Pilcher the amount of their eontract for 
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carrying the mail; which was read, and ordered to 
a second reading. : 

Mr. BAYARD presented a petition from a num- 
ber of citizens of Washington, pointing out certain 
defects in the existing charter, and praying Con- 
gress to remedy the grievances complained of: re- 
ferred to the Committee on the District of Co- 
lumbia. : i - 

Mr. BAGBY, from the Committee on thè Post 
Office and Post Roads, to which had been referred 
the bill for the relief of Jamison and Williamson, 
asked the discharge of the conimittee from the fur- 
ther consideration of the bill; which motion was 
agreed tos 

The following resolution, ‘submitted by Mr. 
Baasy on Friday last, was agreed to: 

“Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be instructed to 
cause a scientific examination to be made of the second inven- 
tion of Captain Easton, to prevent the explosion of steam- 
Boilere, and report the result of such examination tothe Sen- 

The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
Wocpzriper on Friday last, was agreed to: 


“Resolved, That the Secretary of War be required to submit 
to the Senate so much of the reports and survey of the straits 
of Detroit as will exhibit the impediments to the entrance of 
said straits from Lake Eriej and also a copy of the report in 
reference to the impediments to the navigation on Lake St, 
Clair.” 


Mr. TAPPAN moved the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the 42d rule of the Senate be so amended 
ay to include, in addition to the persons who shall be admitted 
to the floor of the Senate, “Lieutenant Wilkes, and the officers 
who were associated. with him during the exploring expedi- 
Mr. WHITE did not believe that there was any 
precedent by which the persons to be admitted to 
the privileges of the Senate were designated by 
name. He wished to know whether Lieutenant 
Wilkes would not be as well designated under the 
term “officers of the exploring expedition?” 

Mr. TAPPAN was understood to say that there 
were some officers who sailed with the expedilion, 
who served with it only a short time; therefore it 
was proper to designate those who served during 
the expedition. 

Mr. BAYARD said it had not been more than 
two years since the Senate were put to the pains of 
revising the rules. They found it necessary to 
exclude a great number of persons, on account of 
the inconvenience experienced from the unlimited 
extension of the privilege. Many officers of the 
Supreme Court, and of the Treasury Department, 
were excluded on the revision of the rules, because 
it was necessary todo so. He was not only sure 
that there was no precedent to admit any individ- 
ual by name, but, if the resolution was adopted, it 
would have the effect to put midshipmen who at- 
tended the expedition on the same footing with 
those officers who received the thanks of Congress 
for rendering the most brilliant services to the 
country during the last war. 

The question was taken, and the resolution was 
rejected, 

Numerous adverse reports from the standing 
committees on private claims were taken up and 
concurred in. 

Mr. BAGBY moved to take up his resolution, 
proposing to investigate the charge that Jobn Ross 
had received upwards of $500,000, in addition to 
the contract price with the Government, for re- 
moving the Cherokee Indians west of the Missis- 
sippi; but, at the solicitation of Mr. CRITTENDEN— 
who said his colleague, [Mr. Monrgurap,] who 
wished to speak upon it, was absent, and with the 
understanding that the resolution should be taken 
up within three days—he withdrew the motion for 
to-day. 

The bill from the House, entitled “An act for 
the relief of the legal representatives of Josiah 
Blakely, deceased,” was taken up, as in committee 
of the whole; and, after some explanation of its 
princioles by Mr. HENDERSON, on the call of 
Mr. KING, it was reporied to the Senate, and or- 
dered to a ihird reading. 

House bill entitled “An act for the relief of Jcin 
P. Campbell,” was taker up, as m committee of 
the whole; and, after the adoption of several 
amendments proposed by Me. SMITH of Indiana 
it was reported to the Senate, and the amendments 
were ordered to be engrossed, aud the bill to be 
read a third time. 


Mg TAPPAN, on leave, introduced a bill to 
extend the Patent Office to Seventh street; which 
was read twice, and referred to the Committee on 
Patents and the Patent Office. 

The bill for the reliet of Charles Morgan was 
taken up, as in committee of the whole, on the 
report of the Committee on Private Land Claims 
adverse to its passage. ‘Ihe bill was considered, 
and reported io the Senate; and then, 

Oa motion of Mr. KING, was indefinitely post- 
oned, z 
d Mr. YOUNG moved the Senate to take up the 
joint resolution directing the transfer of the stock 
held by the United Statesin the Chesapeake and 

Ohio canal te the State of Maryland. 

The question was put, and the Senate refused to 
take up the resolution. F 

The bill further supplementary to an act entitled 
“An act to establish the judicial courts of the 
United States,” passed the 24th of September, 
1789, came up for consideration. È 

Mr. BERRIEN explained the nature of the bill. 
He read and commentéd upon each section, show~ 
ing the changes to be effected with regard to provis- 
ions of the act of 1789 and subsequent amenda§ 
tory act of 1790; experience having proved the ne- 
cessity of the modifications proposed. 

Mr. WRIGHT was not aware that this bill 
would be called up to-day. It was a bill purport- 
ing to have been introduced by himself; and, as 
far as the first two sections went, it might be said 
to be his bill, although he really did not know 
much about the effects of even those sections, hay- 
ing merely introduced the bill at the solicitation 
of several gentlemen in New York, and under the 
advice of the late'chairman of the Judiciary Com- 
mittee, [Gen. Wall} The additional sections ap- 
pended by the Judiciary Committee had, however, 
so changed the bill, and added so much that was 
intricate and extremely important, that he should 
be constrained to call fora postponement of the bill 
till to-morrow, that time might be given for an ex» 
amination into the subject. 

Mr. BERRIEN assenting, 

The further consideration of the bill was post» 
poned till to-morrow, . 

The consideration of the bill to authorize the 
settlement of the accounts of Joseph Nourse, was 
resumed, as in committee of the whole. There 
being no proposition to amend the bill, it was re- 
ported to the Senate; and, 

The question being, “Shall the bill be engrossed 
for a third reading?” 

Mr. WRIGHT demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. WOODBURY said he would have to vote 
against the bill as it then stood, though he was in 
favor of some equitable allowance. He warned 
the Senate that, from his experience, if they un- 
dertook to pay this claim on the ground that the 
duties performed did not appertain to those which 
officially belonged to Mr. Nourse, as Register of 
the Treasury, it would take from the treasury hune 
dreds of thousands of dollars. From the foundae 

tion of the Government, it had been usual for ofe 
ficers of the Government to perform duties assigned 
hem, which did not appertain to their duties of- 
ficially, and to perform them after office hours; 
and, if they were now to establish the principle 
that such duties should be paid for extra, and in-' 
dependent of the salary such officer may have 
received, and may now receive, an immense 
sum would be required for that purpose. Some of 
the duties of Mr, Nourse were performed forty or 
fifty years ago; and he was somewhat surprised, if 
that valuable officer, at the'time he was perform. 
ing the duties alleged, expected to receive pay, that 
he did not present ihe claim ihen, or twenty or 
thirty years sooner. If this large claim was passed, 
they would have to go forward and pay to the pres- 
ent Register, who was perfo: ming duties which did not 
belong to him, and to pay all ofiicers similarly situ- 
ated. He maintained that the whole time of the 
public officer belonged to the Government; and if 
they undertook to pay for all the services per- 
formed out of cffice-hours, the appropriations to 
the whole civil jist would have to be doubled. He 
was opposed to giving a centon this bill, on the idea 
that it was for services performed out of office- 
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hours; but he might be in favor of making an equi- 
table. allowance to him for such services as were 
perfcrmed, for which an individual bas since been 
appointed and is paid to perform. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON advocated the passage of 
the Dill: he thought the claim was a just one. It 
had been decided by the Supreme Court that it 
was a legal claim. There was a precedent (he 
said) for the payment of services which were extra 
official; and he instanced the case of the Register of 
the Treasury, who, while the Senator from New 
Hampshire was at the head of the Treasury De- 
partment, received compensation for signing trea- 
sury-notes. 

Mr. ‘WOODBURY said if there was any prom- 
ise of payment to Mr. Nourse, the payment should 
have been made at the time, and not postponed till 
thirty and forty years afterwards. With reference 
to the allowance te the Register of the Treasury 
for signing ireasury-notes, he would only say that 
the act making the appropriation specified that 
payment should be made for that service; and the 
chairman of the committee whe framed the bill 
stated in a communication that he so intended it. 

Mr. WALKER showed that the bill involved a 
claim of $9,283 for services which Mr. Nourse 
performed extra of his duies as Register of the 
Treasury; and that the Circuit Court and Supreme 
Courthad decided that it was a legal claim against 
the Government. Mr. W. said he had besa al- 
ways opposed to extra allowances of any kind; but 
it became his duty as a member of the Judiciary 
Committee to examine this case, and he believed 
it was well founded in equity and law. 


The question on ordering the bill to be engross- 
ed for a third reading was put, and decided in the 
afirmative—yeas 23, nays 14, as follows: 

YEAS—Measrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Evans, Graham, 
Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Miller, Porter, Simmons, Smith 
of Indiana, Tallmadge, Walker, Woodbridge, and Young—23, 

NAYS--Messrs, Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Cuth- 
bert, Fulton, King, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, 
Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, and Wright—14. 

: The following bills were then read the third time 
and passed, viz: 

‘An act for the relief of Joseph L. Kline. 

An act for the relief of Obed P. Lacy. 

An act for the relief of Barnett Birdsall. 

: An act for the relief of Peter Sky, an Onondaga 
Indian, 

An act to authorize the States of Indiana and 
Nlinois to select certain quantities of land, in lieu 
of like quantities heretofore granted to said States, 
to aid in constructing the Wabash and Erie, and 
Ilinois and Michigan canals. 

An act to authorize the county commissioners of 
Linn county, in the Territory of Iowa, to enter, by 
legal subdivisions, a quarter section of land, in 
which the county seat of said county has been 
located. 

‘An act to provide for the setuemeat of certain 
accounts for the support of government in the Ter- 
ritory of Wisconsin, and for other purposes. 

~An aet for the re ief of William R. Davis. 

An act to regulate the value to be fixed to the 
pound sterling of the Treasury Department. 

An act for the relief of Zachariah Jellison; and 

An act for the relief of Elisha Bryson. 

The Senate then took up, as in committee of the 
whole, the bill to increase the compensation of the 
judge of the district court of the United States in 
the district of Louisiana. 

One amendmeni was to reduce the proposed sal- 
ary of the judge of the United States district court 
of Louisiana from $5,000 to $4,000; and the other 
to add that the salary of the judge of the Uni'ed 
States district court of Mississippi shall be $3,000 
from the passage of this bill. : i 

The first amendment was adopted without a di- 
vision. 

The question then came up on the second; 
when— A 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana proposed to amend the 
amendment, by an addition providing that the sala- 
ry of the judge of the United States district court of 
Indiana should be $1,500. Mr. S. explained the 
reasonableness cf placing the federal judge on the 
same footing, ia point of salary, as the judges of 
the superior couris of the Staie. At present, the 
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judge of the United States district court receives 
only $1,000; while the judges of the superior courts 
receive $1,500. 

Mr. GRAHAM made a few remarks; to which 

Mr, CONRAD responded. 

Mr. TAPPAN pointed out that this was a most 
inauspicious time for increasing the salaries of the 
judges. He thought it would be most prudent to 
defer the consideration of the subject till the 
finances of the country were in a better con- 
dition, 

Mr. SMITH replied that, as a distinctive meas- 
ure, he would not, at the present time, have pro- 
posed an increase to the salary of the judge of his 
State. Bat, as the present bill would be pushed 
forward, he thought it necessary to see that equal 
justice be done. 


Mr. YOUNG asked the Senator from Indiana to 
accept, as an addition to his amendment, the 
words “and Illinois each $1,500.” The s&lary of 
the district judge of Illinois, at present, is only 
$1,000. 

Mr. SMITH accepted the amendment. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE did not object to these 
salaries being made the same as the salaty of the 
United States district judge of Michigan, but would 
remark that great and important extra duties fell 
npon that officer in consequence of, the revenue 
aws. A n 

Mr. WHITE said he did not think there cold 
have been any objection ito so moderate an in- 
crease of salary to the jadges of Andiana and Illi- 
nois. The living of judges in those States was not 
cheaper than elsewhere: it was true they were Slates 
that grew a great deal of: whgat, corn, and porky 
but then materials did not make judges—it was in- 
tellect; and to obtain the best, a fair salary should 
be given. He asked oaly that a judge should 
be made independent in his judgment. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said, there were some things 
so strange, that if they were not witnessed with our 
own eyes, they would scarcely be believed possible; 
and one of the strangest of all occurrences, during 
the present session, he thought, was the attempt at 
this time, and under the present circumstances, to 
make an increase in the salaries of judges, or of 
any other public officers. ‘They had heard much 
about retrenchment and reform; and it was abso- 
Jutely necessary that there should be retrenchment 
and reform. The national treasury was at this 
moment empty; and they were under the necessity 
of borrowing money for the ordinary expenses of 
the Government. Of all things, then, that had oc- 
curred within the history of this country, in his 
opinion, the attempt, at such a time, to increase 
these salaries, was the most extraordinary. He 
would not deny that the salaries of the judges 
might be adjusted beneficially. But at this moment, 
when the States themselves—or some of them, at 
leasi—were about reducing the salaries of their 
officers, to embark in a generai system of raising 
the salaries of the judges of the federal courts, ap- 
peared to him to be completely at war with every 
profession on the part of both political parties in 
this country. The subject had been repeatedly be- 
fore the Senate, and they had atiempied to act 
upon it in days gone by; but the attempt had never 
succeeded. f 

In regard to the duties of the judges of the dis- 
trict courts of the United States in the States of 
Indiana and Wlincis, they could not be very oner- 
ous. There were no revenue cases to be there ad- 
judged, nor suits for seamen’s wages. Indeed, searce- 
ly anything which particularly belongs to judges 
of the United States district courts. And in regard 
to the duties which they would have to perform un- 
der the bankrupt act, he thought he might venture 
to assure Senators that these duties would be very 
fleeting; he believed there was no probability that 
they would continue another year. Stillit might 
be possible that the salaries of some of the judges 
may be tco low; but it would be observed that the 
Situation of judge of the district court of the Uni- 
ted States was cne of eminent respectability and 
dignity, and should not be sought for by any man 
who had not passed many years in practice, and 
acquired, in the course of that practice, a decent 
competency. 

It wasa desirable position for one who had passed 
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the more active portion of his life in the practice of 
the profession of law, and would natarally be sought 
for by the most eminent men in the State. He 
certainly thought, therefore, that at this particular 
period they were only wasing time by discussing 
the subject, for he was convinced it was utterly 
impossible that they would determine to enter upon 


- an increase of salaries generally; and any one 


who was acquainted with the transaction of busi- 
ness in this body, must know full well that if they 
began by raising the salaries of three, four, or five 
judges, they would be forced to go on and place all 
upou an equal footing. ‘The judge of the United 
States district court for the western distrist of 
Pennsylvania did not receive as much as the judge 
of the State court; and if any increase was to 
take place it weuld be as necessary in that case as 
in any other. But what he protested against was, 
that at this time, and under the present circum- 
stances of the public finances, when every dollar of 
the increased salary must be borrowed, and at a 
high rate of interest, it was the most unpropitious 
period that could be imagined. 

Mr. EERRIEN admitted that the bill was ob- 
noxious to many of the remarks made by the Sen- 
ator from Pennsylvania. It was not a moment to 
increase the expenditures of the Government; but 
if it should be found that, in order to secure ade- 
quate talent, it might be necessary that, in a par- ~ 
ticular instance, Congress should authorize an in- 
crease of salary, he did not believe, lamentable as 
was the condition of the weasury, that ihe condi- 
tion of the country was so low as to suspend itsine 
dispensable action. It had been proved that no 
adequate talent could be got In Louisiana for the 
salary heretofore allowed, 


(Mr. Bocuanan asked, “Did it not amount to 
$5,000?—and was answered in the affirmative. ] 

It would not command the services of persons 
of the best ability and practice. In many in- 
stances, it had fallen under his own observation, , 
that it was extremely difficult to obtain the consent 
of competent persons to accept the office. The 
Judiciary Committee did not go beyond these two 
cases, not conceiving so good a case made out for 
the other applications for increase of salary. 

Mr. CONRAD could assure the Senator from 
Pennsylvania that the office of United States dis- 
trict court judge in Louisiana was not the sinecure 
office he conceived. Those who had hitherto held 
the office had not been able to secure anything like 
an independence. The city of New Orleans was 
not a position for an officer on such a salary to re- 
lire forthe enjoyment of competency. The salary 
of the United States district judge is inferior to that 
of every other jadge of the State. Asto the reform 
znd retrenchment promised, he feared they had 
not been accomplished as they ought. The reform 
should have beenin the employment in the of- 
fice of the first talent; and the retrenchment, not 
in awarding inadequate compensation for services, 
but in the judicious application of the publicmeans 
for the best service of the Government. 

Mr. WALKER read an official statement of the 
causes pending in the different circuits of the Uni- 
ted States district court of Mississippi, showing 
that they were nearly half the amount of causes 
for ali the other district courts of the United States 
put together. 

In the northern and southern districts, 200 miles 
apart, the number of causes was 2,830. The 
salary is either $2,000 or $2,500; but the lowest 
judge in the State gets $3,000, and does not do half 
the duty. He pointed out all the duties the United 
States district judge hac to perform, which had 
proved so onerous that three persons appointed 
had, ca trial of the office, resigned in succession. 

Take Pennsylvania: there are two judges who 
do not perform one-fourth of the duty performed 
by this single judge in Mississippi. The eastern 
judge of Pennsyivania sits in Philadelphia, and has 
not a mile lo travel, yet gets $2,500. If, as he 
suspected, the salary of the district judge in Mis- 
sissippi was only $2,000, be hoped the Senator 
from Pennsylvania, whose patriotism was so ur- 
gent for retrenchment and reform, would move an 
amendment to reduce the salary of the judge of 
the eastern district of Pennsylvania to the same 
sum paid to the district judge of Mississippi. 


, Ait. BERRIEN observed that the salary of the 
United States district court judge of Mississippi 
was $2,500. e 
Mr. WALKER said he would examine the law. 
Mr: WOODBURY felt placed in such a position 
as to be obliged to press the justness of the claim 
of New Hampshire to have the salary of the 
United States district judge cf that State put upon 
the same footing as that proposed for Indiana 
and Ilinois, should this bill be persisted in, con- 
trary to the reform and retrenchment resolutions 
ofthe late. Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Clay,] 
Which he called-to the recollection of the gentlemen 
opposite. 
Mr. TALLMADGE submitted a modification, 
to add in. the United Siates district judge of Ohio. 
_.. Mr. SMITH of Indiana accepted the modifica- 
tion. ; 
-Mr. KING observed that there could be no good 
reason for the increase in these particular cases, 
that would not be applicable to every other United 
States district judge—and some of them received 
only $800. But he was in favor of waiting for a 
proper time to take up the subject. When that 
time came, he would throw no opposition in the 
way of. a proper adjustment. He was aware that 
the duties of. the district judge of Mississippi were 
enormous, and that he was inadequately paid; but 
he would prefer waiting until the condition of the 
Government and the treasury would authorize any 
change.. The course pursued this morning evinced 
à disposition to congregate as many cases together 
as will secure the bill, and show the zeal of individ- 
uals to. take care of their States. He would vote 
for any proposition to get rid of the subject at 
resent. ; 
_, Mr. BARROW observed tbat the general sub- 
ject had been very fully discussed, and he only 
rose ta correct two errors: one in relation to the 
necessity for increasing the salary of the United 
States district judge of Louisiana, and the other in 
relation to the motive of that increase. It was 
idle to talk of extravagance, or the condition of the 
tteasary, when an absolute necessity existed, even 
if the treasury was bankrupt, (and he believed it 
was pretty much in that state now;) and wken the 
testimony of the whole bar of Louisiana is pro- 
duced to show that it is utterly impossible to get a 
gentleman of competent talent to accept of the of- 
fice, there could be no excuse for Congress refusing 
to give such an increase of salary as would secure 
the services of an adequate officer. 


He entered into a minute review of the circum- 
stances which had rendered this application from 
the bar of New Orleans. He conceived it was the 
height of folly and extravagance in Congress to re- 
fuse a necessary increase of salary for that officer. 

Mr. WALKER, in referénce to the observations 
ofthe Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. BUCHANAN] 
in. favor of retrenchment and reform, called upon 
that Senator, as the treasury was too bankrupt to 
admit of adequate payment for services performed, 
to bring down the salary of the United States judge 
of the. eastern district of Pennsylvania to $2,000, 
and make that judge do the duties of both districts, 
abolishing the office of western district of Penn- 
sylyania. For, if the judge of the United States 
district court of Mississippi can ride 400 miles 
twice a year, and perform seven times the duty 
of the district courts ef the State of Pennsylvania, 
ata salary of $2,000, there was no just reason why 
the duties in the State of Penasylvania-—so much 
less—should not be performed for that salary. If 
this was not done, he called upon him, from a 
sense of equal justice, lo consent to the proposed 
increase to the salary of the judge of the district 

court of Mississippi. 


Mr. ALLEN szid he thought they should be ex- 


tremely cautious aboni increasing salaries; for the 
yeason that, although they migat increase, they 
eould rately or never reduce salaries. It was 
now the sevent rsinee he bad been a member 
of. Congress, & > that during all that 
time there had not been a single instance of the re- 
duction of thesa'ary of a public officer. Maay 
eases: had-oecurred in which salaries bad been r- 
creased by law, but not one of reduction, 

‘He had:presented to the Senate, some time ago, 
a memorial, signed by a large number of the mem- 


bers of the bar of the State of Ohio, requesting 
Congress to increase to double its present amount 
the salary of the judge of the. district court of that 
State. ‘Phe memorial was referred to the Jua- 
diciary Committee, and that was ail that was Sne 
in relation to it. A bill had been brought up now 
to increase the salaries of certain judicial officers 
in some of the States; dnd & motion had been 
made to include the district judge of Ohio, He 
(Mr. A.) would vote against that motion, as he 
should also vote against the balance of the bill. 
There was a manifest propriety in the remarks 
of the Senator from Alabama, which went to il- 
lustrate the tendenc? there was to considera public 


„officer residing within a State as being so’ con- 


nected with the rights and dignity and glory and 
honor of the people of the State, as to make his 
emolument the subject of State concernment; but, 
in point of fact, this was not the case. It was said 
that, because the judge of the district court in 
Michigan received $1,500 a year, the judge of 
another State must also receive that sum. But he 
could assure honorable Senators that the people of 
those States regarded the question with perfect in- 
difference. They felt no interest whatever in the 
matter. With respect to thé judge of the State of 
Ohio, he had only to say that the duties of that of- 
ficer, compared with those of the judges of the su- 
preme court of that State, were very. inconsidera- 
ble. That court was hardly required to be in ses- 
sion for three weeks during the whole year. He 
should be extremely sorry to suppose that it 
was only a love of money that induced a 
man to seek a public station. He had 
supposed that there was something honorable—~ 
some principle of pride, which actuated men— 
a principle higher and deeper than any mercenary 
consideration which actuated men. And his sup- 
position, he still believed, accorded with the fact. 
Men of the most distinguished ability were often 
the occupants of the worst paid offices; and they 
sought those offices for the purpose of attaching to 
themselves and their families the reputation of 
having been attached to the administration of pub- 
lic affairs. And he considered it a perfectly laud- 
able ambition, if kept within proper limits. In 
the State of Ohio, they had found no difficulty in 
procuring lawyers of the first rank in their pro- 
fession to fill the situation of judge of the district 
cour! at the existing salary. The cireuit judge, 
who received only $1,200 a year, had to perform 
more labor, bodily as well as mental, than the judge 
ofthe district court. Tne judges of the supremecourt 
also perform more actual labor, in travel, and re- 
ceived but $1,500 a year. He would venture to 
say that the office of judge of the district court in 
Ohio approached nearer to a sinecure than any 
other office inthe Republic. He shoald, fer these 
reasons, vote against an increase of salary for the 
judge of that State, as well as all others. And he 
should do so for the additional reason, that the pub- 
lie treasury was not in a condition to incur the 
burden of any additional expense; and fer the 
further consideration, that money was worth one- 
third more now than when the salaries were origi- 
nally fixed. 


They had never heard of a salary being reduced 
because the cost of subsistence happened to be re- 
duced. Never. The movement was invariably an 
upward movement. This being the case, he 
thought they ought to be extremely cautious about 
making any increase at the present period. He 
would oppose an increase in reference to the judge 
of his own State, as well as of all others, He did 
not stand here as the representative of any indi- 
vidual, though he happened to bea citizen of his 
own State, but of the Siate itself. . 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana did not intend to say 
any more on the subject; nor would he now stand 
up, bad it not been for some remarks of the Sena» 
ior from Alzbama. He coald assure the honera- 
ble Senator that it was not wiih any calealation as 
to the votes be might obtain by the course he teok, 
thai he accepted the modifications which had then 
been offered to his amendment; in proof of which, 
he referred to his course for the past five years, in 
which he had always represented these three States 


—Tadiana, Illinois, and Ohio—as standing on the 


same ground on this subject. How, then, could 


ee re nn A annem 


i he should uphold without exception. 
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he have refused to accept the modification offered 
by the Sewators on the part of those States? The 
reason why he did not at first propose to include 
them in his amendment was, that he did not know 
whether it would be agreeab!e to the Senators from 
those States that he should do so; but when asked 
by thé Senators from Illinois and New York to ac- 
cept theit modifications, he could do no less than 


to accept them. He would not vote for a partial 


bilh o 3 ; 
ae. BUGHANAN did not expec! to have ocea- 
sion to speak again on the subject. But ihe Sena- 
tor from Mississippi had taken occasion to make ` 
two speeches chiefly in reference to him and his 
State; and he found himself obliged to say some- 
thing in reply. H:s honorable friend from Missis- 
sippi, in consequence of the goodness of his heart, 
although anxious for retrenchment and reform in 
the abstract, was carried away by his friendship 
for individuals, to argue against the very principle 
He (Mr. B.) 
argued that, if the principle was once to be estab- 


| lished that those officerson whom extraordinary 


labors fell, should be paid in. proportion to their 
labors, there would be no knowing where it was to 
stop; for thefe would be applications on that 
ground, from every grade of officers in the public 
service, from the junicr clerks to the heads of de- 
pariméiits. He had himself refused to bring fore 
ward the claim of his personal friend (the judge of 
the western district of Pennsylvania) for an ine 
erease of his salary, because he thought this was 
not the fine. . : 

Mr. WALKER, in reply, called the recollection 
of the Senator to his own zeal to continue the office _ 
of commissary of purchases in Pennsylvania—the 
salary of which would pay all the increase asked 
for in this bill—and, in consequence of the argu- 
ments brought forward by the Senator from Pept- 
sylvania in faver of continuing that. office; in the 
course of which, he paraded no less than two thous- 
and old ladies of Philadelphia so interestingly, that 
he (Mr. W.) could not help giving him his vote. 


| Mr. W. then enumerated many instances in proof , 


of his being a practical economist. He admitted 
that thë Senator was both an economist in the ab" 
stract and in the practice. Yet bè could not see 


| thatit was inconsistent with a just rule of economy, 


to admit of a salary sufficient to command efficient 
talent, instead of a course of parsimony, which nes 
cessarily induced inefficient services. 

Mr. ALLEN considered it perfect folly to stand 
up and insist that the guties of their district courts 
were onerous, or inadequately paid. He did not 
believe the duties of the district court of Ohio con- 
sumed more of the judge’s time, throughout the 
year, than three weeks; and for that length of ser- 
vice, he. insisted, a thousand dollars was a sam 
amply sufficient. 

He read Mr. Clay's retrenchment resolutions, 
and asked, What was the use of such professions, 
if not to be adhered to?. He asked, Was: not this 
the time for retrenchment and reform? The gen- 
tlemen and their friends did not consider the ery 
of retrenchment and reform such senseless clamor 
pending the Presidential election; but now they de- 
clare it is—and the declaration will not be lost up» 
on those who were wrought upon by that cry. He 
was for the thing itself, and not for the mere pro- 
fessions; and he now called upon them for the per- 
formance. 

Mr. BATES observed there is one thing in which 
we can economize, and that is time. Seven months 
of the session are gone. We have before usa 
calendar of eight folio pages of public and private. 
bills to be acted upon. Would it not be good 
practical economy to take the question upon this 
bill without further dehate? 

Mr. TALLMADGE held that the proper rule- 
-ought to be, to give such compensation as would 
insure competent talent in the office of judge of a 
disirict court. And as to Mr. Clay’s resolutions, he 
would say ihey never had reference to the salaries 
of judges considered necessary for the public ser- 
vice. They bad reference to the general expenses 
of the Government; and in one of the House bills 
of thissession, the retrenchment in the judiciary 
department had already amounted to one hundred 


‘thousand dollars. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. > 


BY BLAIR AND RIVES. 


27TH Cona........2D Suss. 


WEEKLY 
MONDAY, JULY 11, 1842. 


PRICE $1 PER SESSION. 
Votume Ile.. No. 46. 


$ [Continued from No. 45. : 

Mr. WHITE madea few additional observa- 
tions in favor of the proposition. 

Mr. WOODBURY remarked that the appor- 
tionment bill, to which the Senator from New York 
referred, increased, instead of diminished, the expen- 
Gitures for the judiciary. A proposition had been 
made in the Senate to add $100,000, but without 
success. But, even as the bill passed and went 
back to the House, it was for a sum considerably 
larger than the appropriation of last year. 


After a few explanatory remarks from Messrs. 
TALLMADGE and BAGBY, the yeas and nays 
were called for, and ordered, on the amendment to 
the amendment as modified, and resulted in the 
negative—yeas 18, nays 19, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Choate, 
Clayton, Conrad, Evans, Huntington, Kerr, Miller, Porter, 
Simmons Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, White, and 

oung—18. 


NAYS—Messrs, ‘Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Crafts, 
Fulton, Graham, King, Mangum, Phelps, Sevier, Smith of 
Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Williams, 
Woodbury, and Wright—19. 

The question then recurred on the original 
amendment proposed by the Judiciary Commit- 
tee. 

Mr. WHITE observed that the decision just 
made compelled him, on principles of equity and 
self-respect, to vote against the amendment. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana called for the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered, and resulted in the nega- 
tive-—-yeas 11, nays 24, as follows: 


YVEAS—Messre. Archer, Barrow, Bates, 


Berrien, Choate, 
Clayton, 


Conrad, Huntington, Kerr, Sprague, and Walker, 


NAYS--Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Crafts, 
Evans, Fulton, Graham, King, Mangum, Miller, Phelps, Se» 
vier, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Sturgeon, Tall- 
madge, Tappan, White, Wilcox, Williams, oodbury, 
Wright, and Young—24. 

The bill was then reported back to the Senate, 
and afew verbal amendments were made; after 
which, the question. arose on ordering the bill to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. BUCHANAN called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. ; 

The question was then taken, and resulted ia the 
negative—yeas 16, nays 21, as follows: 

YHAS—Messrs, Archer, Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Choate, 
Clayton, Conrad, Evans, Graham, Huntington, Kerr, Miller, 
Porter, Simmons, Sprague, and Talimadge—16. 

NAYS—Messts. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Crafts, 
Fulton, King, Mangum, Phelps, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, 
Smith of Indiana, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, White, Wilcox, 
Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—2I, 

So the bill was Jost, 

Mr. SEVIER moved an adjournment. 

Mr. BAYARD asked the Senator to withdraw 
his motion, to enable him to report a bill to sup- 
press the vending of lottery tickets. 

Mr. SEVIER assented. 

Mr. BARROW moved an adjournment. 

Mr. BAYARD observed that he bad the floor. 

Mr. BARROW contended that his motion had 
priority. ; 

Mr. BAYARD appealed to the Chair. 

The CHAIR decided that the Senator from Del- 
aware had the floor. : 

Mr. BAYARD then reported the bill, a 

Mr. SEVIER offered a resolution authorizing 
the reference of a private claim to the Commiitee 
on Private Land Claims; which was adopted. 

æ Mr. BARROW then moved an adjournment, and 

The Senate adjoarned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Turspay, July 5, 1842. 

Mr. J. P. KENNEDY, from the Committee 
on Commerce, reported, by leave, the foilowing 
bills: 

A bill for the relief of George P. Pollen and 
Robert Colgate; and $ 

A bill for the relief of Isaac and Thomas S 
Winslow: read twice, and referred to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole House. , 

Mr. JOHN C. EDWARDS, from the Commit- 


tee on Indian Affairs, made a report on tke memo- 
rial of the Legislature of Iowa in relation to the 
purchase of land from the Sac and Fox Indians, 
with a resolution; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. RIDGWAY presented two petitions, signed 
by 138 citizens of the counties of Marion, Union, 
and Hardin, in the State of Ohio, praying Congress 
to establish a weekly mail-route, on horseback, be- 
ginning at Marion, in Marion county; thence to 
Holmesville, in Bowlinggreen township; and thence 
to Richmond, in Union county: which were refer- 
red to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. BOTTS presented the memorial of 2,000 
citizens of Richmond, Virginia, praying for a pro- 
tective tariff, and also that the proceeds of the pub- 
lic lands might be distributed, 

Mr. B, made some remarks in 
petition, 

VIRGINIA MILITARY BOUNTY LANDS, 


Mr. GILMER, by leave of the House, made a 
Statement personal to himself, in reply to the re- 
marks of the genticman from Vermont, [Mr. Hat] 
who had seemingiy charged him, during his (Mr. 
Gs) visit to his sick family in Virginia, with being 
interested in the passage of those claims through 
Congiess. Mr. G. stated that he had received a 
note from the gentleman from Vermont, [Mr. 
Haut,] in reply to one addressed to that gentleman, 
disavowing any intention to reflect upon his mo- 
tives in pursuing the course which he had thought 
proper to take. 


Mr. G. gave a history of his connexion with 
this subject—when he first entered the Legislature 
of Virginia, in 1829; when chairman of a com- 
mittee on revolutionary land warrants, afterwards; 
when commissioner on the part of Virginia to 
prosecute these claims before Congress, in 1831; 
and when in the executive chair of the State. He 
entered (he said) into these personal narrations 
with regret, and only because his friends had in- 
sisted that they were required at hishands. So far 
from being a general advocate of these claims, he 
had incurred the cdium of all the prosecuting 
agents, by exercising his discrimination in sepa- 
rating the good from the bad. Though offered the 
best inducements to become an agent on behalf of 
private individuals—and though, as others had 
done, he might have made a large fortane,—he 
had declined all offers; and, only at the urgent re- 
quest of a majority of the members of the Vir- 
ginia Legislature, accepted the appointment of 
agent on behalf of the State to prosecute these 
claims before Congress, at the miserable pittance 
of I per cent. on all that he established. The doc- 
trine he held was, that, these claims having been es- 
tablished by the cireuit and supreme courts of Vir- 
ginia, the Government was bound to make them 
good. 

Mr. G. continued his explanation. of the sub- 
ject for some time; after which, 

The question was taken upon the amendments 
offered by Messrs. Harn and W. O. Gocpn, and 
they were adopted. 

The resolution, as it then passed the House, pro- 
vides that a select committee shall be appointed to 
inquire intu the amount and character of the ex- 
penditures which have been made by the Govern- 
ment in satisfaction of bounty lend elaims allowed 
by the State of Virginia; what amount of like 
claims is yet outstanding; whether any further 
legislation is necessary t8 sccure the treasury 
against the payment of improper or unfounded 


presenting the 


claims, or to satisfy outstanding claims which are | 


just and well-founded. ry 
THE TARIFF BILL. : 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the House rg- 
solved itself iato a Comwittee of the Wholeion fhe 
state of the Union, (Mr. McKennan in the ebdir,) 
and resumed the consideration of the general farit 
bill. The proposition before the committeg was 
Mr. BALTONSTALL’S motion to substitute the 


ported from the Committee on Manufactures for 
that reported from the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

Mr. KENNEDY of Maryland addressed the 
committee in favor of protection. He commenced 
by remarking that there wasa general coincidence 
of opinion in the country as to one thing—and that 
was, tbat something must be done, or the Govern- 
ment must soon come to a stand. With regard to 
the alternative of supplying this deficiency in the 
treasury by direct taxes or excises, he held that 
such an expedient would never be tolerated. He 
referred to the repugnance always manifested by 
our Saxon ancestors to the resisting of the tax- 
gatherer, and quoted the passage from Chatham 
describing the immunity of every man’s home as 
his castle. , 

Other gentlemen miglit pursue what course they 
chose; but he would not vote an appropriation of 
any kind, nor would he vote to authorize any loan 
or issue of treasury notes, until he saw the means 
of meeting them. 

If gentlemen wished to sce the effects of taxation, 
let them go across the line into Maryland. It was 
not a resource for any large partof this Union; and 
it would soon become clear that taxation never 
would become one of the sources by which this 
Government would be sustained. What was the 
source, then, from which it must derive its sup- 
port?) Duties. In what form—protective or hori- 
zontal duties? “This was a grave question, but it 
was one on which this country had determined. 
Hitherto, harmonious counsels had been wished; 
but if peace was only to be secured by the surren- 
der of the most vital interests of industry, he could 
only say gentlemen would be mistaken; and he 
would say to their adversaries, beware, or they 
might find an awakened lion in their path. As. 
soon as it was seen that there was a premeditated 
purpose to make war on labor, they would find all 
their miserable projects fruitless. He did not 
mean to meet this as an open constitutional ques- 
tion; it was a settled question; if it were not, 
there never was a question settled by the legislation 
or by the people of this country. Protection was 
the very eldest born of: our country, and was the 
offspring in which the people of this Union have 
ever taken their greatest délight. He went for 
protection, as proiection per se; and he believed it 
to be one of the highest duties of this Government. 
He was willing to blend revenge with protection, 
for the devil (‘‘money”) must be raised. Revenue, 
as a gentleman had observed, was a necessary evil; 
but they must have protection to secure to our own 
people our own markets against all the world. He 
demanded protection for the country, and for every 
portion of the country. 


Mr. APPLETON went for the old system~«for 
specific duties, discriminating for the protection of 
our own products. Tie then gave his version of 
the history of the compromise act, and said it was 
a compromise to which the Jackson party and the 
State of South Carolinat were the parties. The 
manufacturers were parties also to that com- 
promise. But it was but as victims. He de- 
nounced the compromise act as an arrant im- 
posture, and contended that it was not obligatory 
on manufacturing interests. 


Mr. SAUNDERS of North Carolina observed 
that his experience ever since he had been a mem- 
ber of this House had taught him that, whenever 
an individeal came here asking for exclusive privi- 
leges, he never failed to find able and zealous ad- 
vocates; because he comes here with disinterested 
patriotism, asking everything for his country, and 
nothing for himself. If he comes here asa bauk 
monopolist, asking for exclusive privileges, still he 
tells you that his objset is to improve the currency, 
Ifhe comes as a manufacturer, he tells you that 
his object is to protect the industry of the country, 
and to render us independent of foreign nations. 
Ifhe comes here as a merchant, he says that his 
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object isto benefit commerce. It was the farmer 
alone who. asked no bounties, and whose industry 
was the source from: which the monopolists derived 
their greatest. profits. i 

So highly favored were these exclusive classes, 

that some of the most important committees of the 
House were constituted for their benefit. Thus 
they had thé Committee of Ways and Means, 
whose duty it was to take charge of matters re- 
lating to the currency; the Committee on Com- 
merce and the Committee on Manufactures ap- 
pointed, constituted to take care of the interests of 
commerce and manufactures. Each of these 
committees was ably filled with gentlemen zealous 
in behalf of the interests committed to their charge. 
Bat he might be asked here, as he had been else- 
where, was he not disposed to grant relief to the 
treasury? was he not disposed to elevate the finan- 
cial condition of the country? It was, therefore, 
his intention to treat this subject in a financial 
point of view. He was disposed to elevate the 
financial condition of the country, and to replenish 
the exhausted treasury. He would not do it, how- 
ever, by supporting suck a system of bounties as 
the gentleman who had just taken his seat advo- 
cated; he was not prepared to lay such heavy bur- 
dens on the producing classes, for the sake of giv- 
ing protection to the manufacturing interest. What 
did that bill propose? To raise thirty millions on 
imports, so as to give a net revenue of twenty- 
seven and a half millions. He asked the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means if this 
was the sort of relief his party proposed to the 
country before they got into power. It was 
said by the friends of a national bank that the 
country had decided in favor of it at the last 
Presidential election; but he would ask if it 
had ever been pretended that a protective tariff 
was made one of the issues? He would ask 
Southern genilemen, at least, if any such issue 
was made before their constituents? Such was 
not the issue, at least, in the State he came 
from, Mr. S. then read some extracts froma 
speech made during the Presidential contest, by the 
late Secretary of the Navy, (Mr. Badger,) to show 
that the question of the compromise was not one 
of the issues submitted by either of the parties in 
that State. In that speech, Mr. Badger deprecated 
the disturbance of the compromise bill, and denied 
that General Harrison, or any of his friends, had 
any purpose to interfere withit. The gentleman 
from Massachusetts (Mr. ArrugTon]} contended that 
the compromise act was not binding, and, in doing 
so, made a singular disclosure, from which he cer- 
tainly should not suppose that be was a Clay man. 
He told you that the language held by Mr, Clay to 
the manufacturers, previous to introducing the comy 
promise bill, was different from that used by him in 
the speech he made in the Senate on that occasion, 
and from which he (Mr. S.) read extracts yesterday. 
The gentleman disclosed also another singular 
fact. Though Mr. Clay had always been held up 
as the great pacificator and friend of the manu- 
facturing interest, the gentleman told you that the 
compromise act was a compromise between the 
Jackson men on the one side, and the nullifiers on 
the other; and that the nullifiers sustained it to get 
their heads out of the halter. It certainly was a 
very singu‘ar way to get their heads out of the hal- 
ter, according to the gentleman’s version of the 
story; for he contended that the compromise was a 
surrender of the principle of protection, and that 
was what the nullifiers had all along been con- 
tending for. 

Mr. S., in proceeding with his argument, noticed 
that there were three bills presented for the purpose 
of raising revenue—one by the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury, one by the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and one oy the Committee on Mannufac- 
tures; and, as far as he could judge, they all looked 
the same way in favor of protection. So far as 
the South was concerned, there was no more differ- 
ence between them, than there was between Uncle 
Toby’s cocked hat and Uncle Toby’s hat cocked. 

So far as it was necessary to go for revenue, he 
was willing to go, and to give such incidental pro- 
tection to manufactures as could be given by a 
revenue tariff; but he was not willing to vote a 
bigh tariff for the sake of protection, nor was he 
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willing to raise so large an amount of revenue as 
would lead to extravagant expenditure. 

Mr. S. then gave a succinct history of the differ- 
ent tariff acts thathave been passed since the year 
1816, when the principle of protection was first 
commenced, to the year 1828, when the (so called) 
bill of abominations was passed. At first, a pro- 
tection of- 25 per cent. was deemed abundantly suf- 
ficient; but at each succeeding year the demands 
of the manufacturers increased; and they were 
not satisfied until they got the tariff of 1828, which 
drove the country almost to a state of madness, 
and ended in the passage of the compromise bill. 
In this last bit] (although exceedingly onerous on 
the agricultural interest) the South acquiesced, un- 
der the pledge that, after acertain number of 
years, the principle cf protection was to be 
abandoned. ‘The South had fulfilled its part 
of the conditions, and the manufacturers 
bad derived all the benefits from it ; . but 
now, when the former looked for their share 
of its benefits, they were told that the com- 
promise was no longer binding, aud that protec- 
tion must commence anew. 

Mr. S. then went into an argument to show the 
inequality, the injustice, and the hardship of the 
principle of protection, ‘The gentleman from 
South Carolina [Mr. Pickens] told you that if you 
pass this bill, and revenue is your object, you will 
not succeed. Now, it should be his object to show 
that, if you could raise this amount of twenty-seven 
millions of revenue, you ought not to doit. Mr. 
§. then reviewed the estimates of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, and of the chairman of the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, and showed the incon- 
sistency of the former in proposing to take the ave- 
rage of the expenditures of Mr. Van Buren’s ad- 
ministration, after all the promises of economy and 
reform that had been made by the Whig party; af- 
ter which, he glanced at the exiraordinary expen- 
ditures, and the amount of debt incurred by this 
party in the short time they had been in power. If 
they should go on as they had begun, a revenue of 
twenty-seven millions would not be near enough 
for them. He hada statement, prepared by one 
of the clerks, showing the amount of appropria- 
tions asked for by the Whig committees of this 
Whig Congress. The amount was $32,743 669; 
and this did not include the Senate bills, nor the 
bill providing indemnity for i'rench spoliations prior 
to 1800, which called for an appropriation of 
$5,000,000. If this bill should be passed—and he 
feared that it would—and Congress also passed the 
bill appropriating some two or three hundred thou- 
sand dollars to reward Gov. Strong for treache- 
rously withholding the services of the Massachu- 
setts militia; together with the bill to reward Gen. 
Hull for his treason in surrendering the northwest- 
ern army, this Whig Congress had only one more 


measure to pass, and that was the assumption of . 


the debts of the States; and if these measures would 
not be enough to stamp it with everlasting infamy, 
he did not know what else would do it. 


Mr. S. read from the report made by Alexander 
Hamilton, to show that, even with his notions of 
eigh protection, he did not propose such duties as 
were proposed in this bill. : 

He spoke of the humbugs practised by the 
Whigs in 1840. There was the census humbug, 
by which many people were made to believe that 
the Democrats wished to tax the most trifling spe- 
ciesof property—and even the chickens and ducks ! 
The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Gcacin] made 
a speech lately, and exhibited, in glaring colors, 
the beautiful effects which would have flowed from 
the distribution of the proceeds of the public lands. 
According to that gentleman, the rivers of the 
States would have been cleaned out, and her moun- 
tains cut down. Yetethe land fund was but a 
feather in the treasury, and must be distributed ! 
The people of his own State of North Carolina had 
been made to believe that the General Goverament 
had reaped rich benefits from the lands ceded by 
the State. 
1790, in consequence of which the State of Ten- 
nessee was incorporated out of the territory ceded. 
it was, however, a mistake to suppose that the 
General Government had derived any profit from 
this country, as not an acre was sold. 


He stated the condition of the Union in i 


The expenditures of the administration of Mr. 
Van Buren were another theme of abuse against the 
Democratie party. How had the Whigs fulfilled 
their promises of retrenchment and reduction? Had 
not the expenditures of the Government been in- 
creased, and its receipts diminished? Mr, S. con- 
cluded by exhibiting a number of statistics, showing’ 


the receipts and expenditures during the past four 


ears. 

i Mr. BIDLACK next obtained the floor, an 
spoke for some time; but, owing to the distance at 
which he stood from the desk, was very imperfect- 
ly heard. He was understood to take the ground 
that this question should not be’ treated in a party 
light, and no party should claim its members as ad- 
vocates of any exclusive system. Mr. B. referred 
to the views of Messrs. Brown of Tennessee and 
Pickens—part of which he disapproved and part 
he approved. The gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. 
Brown] he thought had put too low a value upon 
the manufactures and inventions of American in- 
genuily. He thought, on the contrary, that they 
had advanced ihe prosperity and greatness of 
the country;¢and gave, as an instance of the 
ingenuity and skill of the mechanics of Pennsylva- 
nia, the fact that they now supplied the railroads of 
England with locomotives. The gentleman from 
South Carolina [Mr. Pickens] was truly eloquent 
in advocacy of free trade. This, he considered, 
was a very good thing, if it could be carried into’ 
practice. But, looking to the fact that the Govern- 
ment must have revenue, he held the most proper 
mode of raising it to be from duties on imports. 
So far from. free trade being the source, and light, 
and life of civilization, as the gentleman from 
South Carolina had said, he contended, if such 
were the fact, civilization bad no source, light, or 
life in this country, inasmuch as free trade did not 
practically exist. 

Mr. B. expressed his fixed determination *to go 
for every measure tending to a reduction of the 
expenses of the Government, and also for the res- 
toration of the land fund to the treasury. After 
reducing the exnenses as much as possible, the 
amount of revenue then required would give inci- 
dental protection. He was willing to vote for such 
a tariff as would defray the expenses of the Gov- 
ernment, and believed that such a tariff would 
afford adequate protection. After some further 
remarks (too indistinctly hzard to be reported) on 
the general principles of the bill, he proceeded to dis- 
cuss several of its details, and particularly the 
duties imposed on iron and coal. He adduced a 
mass of statisties to’ prove the position which he 
assumed—an increase of the duty on coal, and es- 
timated by the ton, and not by measurement. 

Mr. McKEON spoke his hour, during which 
he opposed both the bills which bad been submit- 
ted to the consideration of the committee. His 
speech was mainly a mass of statistics, to which a 
mere sketch would do injustice. He first wert 
through the estimated wants of the Government, 
and then the various measures by which those 
wants were proposed to be supplied, and pointed 
out the effects on various branches of industry 
which they would inevitably produce. He next, 
with much minuteness of detail, explained to the 
House the tariff measure of Sir Robert Peel, re- 
cently introduced to the British Parliament, and 
quoted largely from evidence taken by a commit- 
tee of the House of Commons; from all which he 
argued that free trade was the true policy of this 
country. ` 

Mr. JOSEPH R. INGERSOLL then addressed 
the House in an able and argumentative speech in 
favor of the policy of protective duties, speaking? 
up to the expiration of his hour. 

Mr. TRIPLETT, having obtained the finer 
moved that the commiitee rise; which motion was 
carried. 

Mr. FILLMORE observed that the necessity for 
speedily acting on the revenue bill would induce 
him to ask the House to-morrow to adopt a resolu- 
tion to take the bill out of committee on Monday 
next. He bad another resolution which he should 
also offer for the consideration of the House, which 
he would send up to be read at the Clerk’s table. 
The resolution was read, to the effect that on 


i Thursday next all general debate on the bill shail 


Cease; that the House shall then proceed to consider 
the details, and any member offering an amend- 
ment shall be allowed to explain his amendment 
for the space of fifteen minutes, and no longer; 
and that-after the amendments are disposed of, the 
debate shall be allowed to go on in the usual way 
till the time limited for its close. 

On motion by Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky, 

The House adjourned. 
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IN SENATE. 
Wepnaspay, July 6, 1842. 

Mr. CALHOUN appeared in his seat to-day. 

Mr. YOUNG presented additional testimony in 
support of the claim of Mr. Skidmore, for carry- 
ing the mail; whieh was referred to the Committee 

_ on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, 
to which had been referred House bill for the re- 
lief of James Seaborn, reported the same back 
without amendment. 

‘House bills entitled “An act for the relief of the 
legal representatives of Josiah Blakeley, deceased;”” 
and “An act for the relief of John P, Campbell, ” 
were read the third time, and passed. 

Mr, MILLER presented the credentials of the 
Hon, Wirum L. Dayton, who had been appointed 
by the Governor of New Jersey a Senator for that 
State, to fill the vacancy occasioned by the death 
of the Hon. SAMUEL L. Sournarp. 

The bill further supplementary tan act entitled 
“An act to establish the judicial courts of the 
United States,” passed the 24th of September; 1789, 
came up for consideration, as in cothmittee of the 
whole. l : 

The Ist section of the bill provides that gom mssioners, to 
be appointed by the circuit courts of the nite States, shall 

have the same power as magistrates and justicesof the peace 
in making arrests, &c, Sne 

Section 2 provides that such commissioners shail require 
recognizances for the appearance of witnegsés to give ieg 
mony, and that the compensation shall be thy‘same as is “fiSu- 
ally allowed to Government witnesses, 

The Committee on the Judiciary proposes to 

amend the bill by adding seven sections. They 
provide as follows: 
* The 3d section provides that the district courts of the United 
States shall have concurrent jurisdiction with the circuit 
courts, over all crimes or offences agaiust the United States, the 
punishment of which is not capital. 

Section 4 fixes the penalty for an once committed upon 
the high seas, or elsewhere, within the admiralty and maritime 
jurisdiction of the United States, at $1,000, or by imprisonment 
not exceeding one year; or by both, according to the nature and 
aggravation of the offence. A 

Section 5 substitutes the penalty, as in section 4, for the pen- 
alty affixedto crimes arising under the law of 1790, 

ection 6 provides that the district courts, as courts of admi- 
talty, and the circuit courts, as courts ofequity, shall be deemed 
to be always open for business coming within their jurisdiction. 

Section 7 provides thatthe Supreme Court shall have power 
to regulate the practice of the district and circuit courts in guits 
at common law, or in admiralty, and in equity, pending in said 
courts, hd 3 

Section 8 gives full power and authority to the Supreme 
Court to make and prescribe regulations to the district and cir. 
cuit courts, as to the taxation and payment of costs, in all suits 
and proceedings therein, and to tax costs, é&c. 

Section 9 provides that interest shall be recoverable upon 
judgments in all cases where, by the law of the State, interest is 
recoverable, and at such rate as is allowed in the courts of such 
States. 


Messrs, WRIGHT, CHOATE, and HUNT- 
INGTON, made an analysis of the provisions of 
the bill; and presented many objections to the 4ih 
section, being the second of the amendments of the 
Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. BERRIEN said the committee had recom- 

` mended this section merely for the purpose of ob- 
taining the sense of the Senate as to its expediency. 

Mr. WRIGHT observed that he would have a 
few words to say on the amendments, when 
taken upseparately, in the order in which they stood 
in the bill. 

The CHAIR remarked that the question would 
first come up on the 34 section, which Was the 
first amendment proposed by the committee. 

The question being on concarring with the Judi- 
ciary Committee in their first amendment, being 
the 3d section of the bill— 

Mr. WRIGHT then said he was oppozed to the 
third section, on the ground of its being too broad 
an extension of the criminal jurisdiction of the dis- 
tricteourts. Ie therefore calied the yeas and nays 
on the question of adopting this amendment. 

The yeas and nays being ordered, Mr. BER- 
RIEN pointed out the advantages which would re- 
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sult from this extension of the jurisdiction of tke 
district courts. 

_ The question was then taken on the third sec- 
ion, andit was adopted—yeas 23, nays 12, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clayton, Conrad, Crafis, Crittenden, Evans, Hunting- 
ton, Kerr, Mangum, Preston, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, 


Sprague, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, White, Wilcox, and Wood- 
bridge—23. 


NAYS—Messra. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Cuthbert, 
Fulton, King, Smith of Connecticut, Tappan,- Walker, Wood- 
bury, and Wright—12, 

The question then came up on adopting the 4th 
section, and, without a division, it was rejected. 

The next question was on the 5th section. 

Mr. BERRIEN presumed there would be no ob- 
jection to that section. 

Mr. CHOATE suggested an amendment to the 
9:h line of that section; the object of which was, 
to mitigate the labor of the judges, by giving 
concurrent power tothe commissioners to execute, 
and thereby share the duties imposed by that sec- 
tion. 


Mr. BERRIEN objected to any thing that 

would remove these duties from the supervision of 
the judges. He would therefore prefer the section 
in its original form. 
- Mr. CHOATE pointed out that this extension of 
duty to the commissioners would be only consist- 
ent with the general principle of the extension of 
powers to them by the whole bili. 


Mr. BERRIEN said one strong objection would 
be the tendency to authorize an additional com- 
missioner to execute those duties. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Cuoatr’s 
amendment, and it was rejected. 

Tre 5:h section was then adopted. 

The 6th section was also adopted. 

The question.coming up on the 7th sectioh— 

Mr. WRIGHT objected to it, on account of its 
transfer of the legislative power of Congress to the 
Supreme Court, in relation to the regulation of tke 
district courts, with regard to the forms of writs and 
process, &c. If that was not the purpose of the 
section, there was no necessity foritat all. He 
should, therefore, call for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 

Mr. BERRIEN asked if the Senator proposed 
any amendment, or objected to the whole section? 

Mr. WRIGHT said he objected to the entire 
section. 

The question was then taken by yeds and nays, 
and resulted in the affirmative—yeas 18, nays 15, 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clayton, Crittenden, Evans, Huntington, Kerr, Man- 
gum, Miller, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, 
and Woodbridge—18. 

NAY 3—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 


Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Pheips, Smith of Connecticut, Stur- 
geon, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Woodbury, and Wright—16. 


So the amendment was adopted. 
The question next came up on the adoption of 
the 8th section. 


Mr. CHOATE proposed an amendment. He 
explained that it had the same object in view as 
that which he had offered to the 5th section—to 
relieve the judges from a portion of their mecbani- 
cal duty. 

Mr. BERRIEN was not aware of eny objection 
to the proposed amendment, nor did he see any 
necessity for it. 

Mr. CHOATE explained some cases in which 
the necessity might exist. 

Mr. WRIGHT objected that the effect of the 
amendmen: would be to take away the respon- 
sibility of the judge, and give it to the commissioner 
and clerk. 

The amendment to the amendment was then re- 
jected. 

Mr. WRIGHT objected to the amendment it- 
self, and called for the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered. 

Mr. BERRIEN stated that the object of the sec- 
tion was to diminish the costs and expenses of suits 
in these courts. 

Mr. BUCHANAN had the strongest objections 
to this section, for its tendency was to give the 
control of legislation to the Supreme Court. It was 
establishing a principle of transferring the legisla- 
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tive power of Congress to the Supreme Court of 
the United States. 

Mr. BERRIEN denied that it was a transfer of 
legislative power. . i 5 

Mr. BUCHANAN asked, was not the very duty 
transferred to the Supreme Court a transfer of 
legislative power? A 

Mr. BERRIEN said legislative power would 
cover both increase.and reduction: this section : 
gives the Supreme Court power only to reduce fee- 
bills, not to increase them. 

Mr. WRIGHT called the attention of the Senate 
to the immense influence over the courts, their 
officers, and the whole bar of the United States, 
ban this 8th section transferred to the Supreme 

ourt. . 

Mr. HUNTINGTON differed altogether from 
the Senators from New York and Fennsylvania. 
He contended that the effect of the section would - 
be not only to reduce costs, but to exercise a salu- 
tary, because an economical influence, 

Mr. BUCHANAN was aware i: was very hard 
to attract the attention of the Senate to such a dry, 
subject. But he thought, if the section was daly 
considered, it would not be adopted. The effect is 
to repeal a law already. passed in relation to fee- 
bulls. If Congress conforms the fee-bills of the 
courts over which it has control, to the fee-bills of ` 
the State courts, that is all that can be expected of 
it; and if, ynder the laws of Congress already in 
force, a surplus of fees acerues to the treasury of 
the United States, why should so much of existing 
Jaws be repealed incidentally by this seetioa? Bat 
the great and main objection was, its transfer of 
the legislative power of Congress to the Supreme 
Court. l 

The question was then taken, by yeas and noys, 
on the adoption of the 8th section, and resulted in 
the affirmative—-yeas 20, nays 15, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs, Archer, Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Choate, 
Clayton, Crafts, Crittenden, Evans, Graham, Iuntington, 
Kerr, Mangum, Miller, Porter, Preston, Simmons, Smith of 
Indiana, Sprague, and Woodbridge—20. 

AYS—Measrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, BuchanargCalhoun, 
Conrad, Fulton, King, Smith of Connecticu:, Sturgeon, Tap- 
pan, Walker, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, and, Wright—15. 

The next question was on agreeing to the 9ih 
section. 

No objection being made, it was agreed to. 

‘This closed the amendments submitted by the 
Judiciary Committee, z 


Mr. CONRAD proposed a new section as an 
amendment, the object of which he explained to be 
to meet an anomaly with regard to the Siate of 
Louisiana, where there is no such distinction as 
exists in the other States between the common-law 
system and the chancery and equity system, Where 
is no chancery jurisdiction in the Siate of Louii- 
ana—the entire system being tuat of civil law, ac- 
cording to the ancient practice of France. There 
was no remedy afforded by chancery and equity 
courts in other States, that was notafforded in Lou- 
isiana by the eivil-law practice. Mr. C. explained, 
at considerable length, the technical difficulties 
which would arise in consequence of the anomaly 
he had pointed out, and which, ia his opinion, ren- 
dered the amendment he had offered necessary. 

Mr. BERRIEN was hardly prepared to decide 
upon a question in relation to an anomaly existing 
with regard to a single State, thus brought forward 
without notice or time to look into its effect. He 
would very much prefer that the proposition shculd 
be made the subject of a distinct bill; and he hoped 
that would be the decision of the Senate. 

Mr. CONRAD explained its necessity; but, in 
consequence of the remarks of ihe Senator from 
Georgia, [Mr. Beraren,] withdrcw his amend- 
ment, 

There being no further proposition to amend the 
bill, it was reported to the Senate. The amend- 
ments of the committee were concurred in, and the 
bill was ordered to be engrossed fora third reading. 

Engrossed bill providing for the settlement of the 
acccunts of Joseph Nourse, was read the third time 
and passed. , 

The following bills were then taken up as in 
committee of the whole, considered, reported to 
the Senate, and ordered to a third reading; viz: 

The bill to provide for the repevts cf the decis- 
ions of the Supreme Court of the United States. 
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House bill entitled An act to amend an act enti- 
tled “An act for the relief of Chauncey Calhoun,” 
passed March 3d, 1839. t 

The bill for the relief of Fidelia Stevens. 

The bill for the relief of Elisha Burnett. 

The bill for the relief of William Polk. 

The Dill to annex a part of the town of Tiver- 
ton, in the State of Rhode Island, to the collection 
district of Pall River, in the State of Massachusetts. 

The bill for the relief of Thomas Brownwell. 

The bill for the relief of Elizabeth Munro. 

House bill entitled An act for the relief of the 
legal representatives of Colonel Wm. Piatt. 

The bill for the relief of Beckford C. Matthews, 

House bill entitled An act granting a pension to 
Sarah Decker, widow of Samuel Decker, de- 
ceased. ` 

' House bill entitled An act in favor of Ellen 
Turney. 

‘House bill entitled An act for the relief of Hul- 
dah Farlow. 

House bill entitled An act for the relief of Clar- 

` issa Turney. 

House bill entitled An act for the relief of Es- 
ther Parrott. 

The bill for the relief of Daniel G. Skinner, of 
Alabama. ; 


The bill for the relief of J. K. Tefft, adminis- - 


trator of Francis Didier Petit de Villers, deceased. 

‘The bill to provide for satisfying ‘claims for 
bounty lands for military services in the late war 
with Great Britain, came up as in committee of the 
whole. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana said a bill for the same 

_ object, which came from the House, had been 
amended by the Senate and passed; and, therefore, 
moved to lay the bill on the table. The motion was 
agreed to. 

House bill entitled “An act for the relief of Con- 
rad Howe,” was taken up, as in committee of the 
whole, on an adverse report from the Committee on 
Claims; and, 

On moton of Mr. KING, was indefinitely post- 
poned. ` ; 

House bill entitled “An act for the relief of the 
legal representatives of Jane Fertinbaugh,” was 
taken up, as in committee of the whole, on an ad- 
verse report from the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims; and, 

On the motion of Mr. KING, was indefinitely 
‘postponed. 

House bill entitled “An act for the relief of John 
England,” was taken up, as in committee of the 
whole, on a report of the Committee on Claims, 
recommending its indefinite postponement. The 
Senate concurred in the recommendation. 

Mr. BAYARD moved to postpone all the pre- 
vious orders of the day, for the purpose of taking 
up the bill relating to the District of Columbia. 
The question was pat on the motion, and it was 
disagreed to. 

House bill entitled “An act for the relief of Jona- 
than Britton,” was taken up, as in committee of the 
whole, on an adverse report of the Committee on 
Pensions, and recommending the indefinite post- 
ponement of the bill. 

Mr. EVANS made some remarks in defence of 
the claim; and 

Mr. GRAHAM said, though the individual ren- 
dered several years’ service to the country, yet he 
was a deserter, and was not entitled to a pension. 

Mr. EVANS replied that be had served five 
years, and was not a deserter in the strict sense of 
the term; having been misied by a forged paper, 
purporting to bea furlough. 

Mr. WILLIAMS asked if there was any other 
evidence than his own declaration that he was 
misied. 

Mr. EVANS replied, No. 

Mr. BENTON demanded the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered; and the question being put, 
the adverse report of the commitiee was concurred 
in by yeas 24, nays 4. 

So the bill was indefinitely postponed. 

House bill entitled “An act for the relief of 
Amos Hunting,” was taken up as in committee of 
the whole, on a report from the Committee on 
Pensions recommending its indefiuite postpone- 
ment. The report. was concurred in. 
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House bill entitled “An act for the relief of Jo- 
seph Perkins, James Perkins, and John G. Per- 
kins,” was taken up as in committee of the whole, 
on a recommendation of the Committee on Com- 
merce that the bill be indefinitely postponed. The 
report was concurred in. . YN 

The joint resolution to extend the franking privi- 
lege to ex-Vice Presidents of the United States, 
came up on its second reading; but was, on the mo- 
tion of Mr. BAYARD, laid on the table for the 
present. ; 

House bill entitled “An act for the relief of 
Elizabeth Fresham, widow of George Fresham,” 
was taken up as in committee of the whole, on an 
adverse report of the Committee on Pensions; and, 
on the motion of Mr. WALKER, laid on the ta- 
ble for the present. 

A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, announcing the fact that the ‘“‘lit- 
tle tariff bili” had been vetoed by the President; 
and -that it had been again put to a vote of that 
House, as was required by the Constitution; and 
that there appeared to be 114 for, and 97 against 
the passage of the bill—not being two-thirds, which 
was necessary, under the circumstances, to enact it 
into a law. 

On motion of Mr. ARCHER, the several bills 
reported from the Committee on Naval Affairs 
were laken up, and made the special order of the 
day for Friday next. f 

Mr. BERRIEN gave notice that he would, on 
to-morrow, ask the Senate to resume the considera-" -+ 
tion of the bill providing further remedial justice 
in the district couris of the United States. 

Mr. PRESTON gave notice that he would, on 
to-morrow, ask leave to provide a safe place of de- 
posite for property of the United Siates brought by 
the explaring expedition. 

Mr. WALKER gave notice that he would, on 
to-morrow, ask the Senate to resume the considera- 
tion of the Dancing Rabbit creek bill. Then, 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, the Senate ad- 
journed. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wenpnespay, July 6, 1843. 


Mr. HUNTER presented the proceedings of a 
meeting of the citizens of Middlesex county, Vir- 
ginia, held at Urbanna on the 27th ult, conclu- 
ding with a series of resolutions in favor of free 
trade. ¢ 

The following letter, from the late Gen. Harri- 
son, is quoted in the proceedings: 

*“Z ANESVILLE, NOY, 2, 1836. 
GENTLEMEN : I had the honor, this moment, to receive your 
communication of yesterday. 1 regret that my remarks of yes- 
terday were misunderstood in relation to the tariff system. 
What I meant to convey was, that I had been a warm advocate 
for that system upon its first adoption; that I still believed in 
the benefits i had conferred upon the country; but I certainly 
never had, nor ever would have, any idea of reviving it. What 
I said was, that 1 would not agree to the repeal as it now stands. 
In other words, Iam for supporting the compromise act, and 
never will agree to its being altered or repealed. 
“In relation to the internal improvement system, I refer you 
for my sentiments to my letter to the Hon. Sherrod Williams. 
WM. H. HARRISON, 
“Messrs. DOSTLER, TAYLOR, and others.” 


On motion by Mr. HUNTER, the proceedings 
were laid on the table. 


Mr. MERIWETHER, from the Committee on 
Publie Expenditures, made a report on the expend- 
ares of the Florida war; which was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. ADAMS called up the motion to print and 
refer the exposition of the reasons given by the 
President of the United States for affixing his sig- 
nature to the apportionment bill. 

Mr. CUSHING observed that the gentleman 
from South Carolina, [Mr. CamPBELL,| who was 
entitled to the floor, was net yet in his seat. 

Mr. ADAMS. Well, he ought to be here. ~ 

Mr. CUSHING inquired if this was the special 
order? He thought that executive commanica- 
tions came up after the morning business. 

The SPEAKER having decided that the motion 
was the first business in order— 

Mr. CUSHING said that, in the absence of the 
gentieman from South Carolina, he should take 
the floor himself. 

Mr, COOPER of Georgia, by permission of Mr. 


Cusuina, asked leave to offer the following reso- 
lution: y 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be required to 
inform this House why the document furnishing the returns of 
the several banks of the United Statea has not been reported tò 
Congress: also, that he state whether it is in the progress of 
preparation; and, if so, when it may be expected. 

Mr. MORGAN objected, and the resolution was 
not received. 

Mr. FILLMORE suggested that, before the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts proceeded with his re- 
marks, it would be better to take the question on 
printing. He hoped, also, that the question on 
reference would be left open, and that the debate 
would be postponed. 

The question on printing was then taken, and 
carried. 

Some conversation ensued between Messrs. 
CUSHING, FILLMORE, and the SPEAKER, 
resulting in thg former’s claiming the right to pro- 
ceed with his femarks, which was acquiesced in. 

Mr. CUSHING said that he was about to ob- 
servethat the letter of the Secretary of State, and 
the dbgumedt which it communicated to the House, 
suggested af important question relative to the 
functions of the Executive, which had been dis- 
cussed largély during the last fortnight. The ques- 
tion was, Whether, by the Constitution of the Uni- 


ted States, fthe President was prohibited from giv- 
ing his keAsons for signing a bill after it had been 
passed byfthe two Houses of Congress. He did 


not know that the Constitution expressly gave the 
‘right to the members of this House to explain their 
reasons for voting for or against a bill; he did not 
know that it was a grievance to be complained of if 
they were not permitted to make a speech ; but he 
did know that there was nothing more common 
than complaints of being debarred the privilege of 
debate, and of being silenced by the gag-rule. He 
didagi Know but that it was just as important to 
the President of the United States that his reasons 
for approving a particular measure should be com- 
municated to the public and to posterity, as to 
members of Congress, that their reasons should be 
given tothe world and to posterity. There was a 
still more important question, and that was-—what 
was the nature of the function performed by the 
President of the United States when he signs a bill? 
When the President affixed his signature to a bill, 
was that an executive act? There was a point 
in the history of a bill where the legislative 
nature of the operation ceased, and the ex- 
ecutive operation began. Suppose, for instance, 
it should be an appropriation bill; he did 
net suppose that the signature to that biil 
would be an executive act. The execution of 
the act commenced after it became a law; there- 
fore the signature must be a legislative act, be- 
eause it was an act performed in the process of 
converting a billintoalaw. He held that all the 
process on a bill, from its inception to its consum- 
mation, was a legislative act. lle came to this 
conclusion the more readily, because this act was 
provided for in that article of the Constitution pre- 
scribing the process of converting a bill into a law. 
He did not find it referred to in that part of the 
Constitution defining the power of the Executive, 
So that it would seem that the Constitution itself 
considered it a legislative act. The argument that 
the Coustitution provided that all legislative power 
shall be vested in a Congress, to consist of a Senate 
and House of Representalives, not naming the 
President, did not, in his opinion, apply; because 
there was another part of the Constitution declar- 
ing that all the executive power shall be vested in 
a President, and yet there were executive as well 
as judicial powers granted both to the Senate and 
House of Representatives. 

Mr. C. then referred to the confirmation by the 
Senate of Executive nominations; impeachments 
by the House, and trial of impeachments by the 
Senate; trial and judgment on questions of eléc- 
tions, and trials of members for breach of privi- 
lege, &e.; all of which were certainly not legisla- 
uve, but executive and judicial functions. If, 
then, the two Houses of Congress exercised func- 
tions other than legislative, there was nothing ex- 
traordinary that the Constitution should give a 
legislative function in this particular to the Execu- 
live. But whether extraordinary or not, it was the 
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Constitution of the United States. What was the 
process by which a bill became a law? Was it 
not absolutely and imperatively necessary that it 
should receive some action from the Executive? 
If he approves it, he signs it; and if he does not 
approve it, it cannot become a law, even by the 
constitutional majority of two-thirds, until the ac- 
tion of the Executive has been had on it, by his 
returning it to the House from which it originated, 
with his objections. 

But there must be a negative or affirmative action 
by the President ona bill, or it cannot become a 
law. Now, the act thus performed by the Presi- 
dent he had been in the habit of calling a legislative 
act; but other gentlemen contended that it was an 
executive act. It thus appeared that the contro- 
versy was not in regard to the nature and effect of 
the act, but in regard to the terms in which it should 
be designated. There was no controversy, in short, 
except as to words. Mr. C. then made copious 
quotations from articles written by Mr. Madison, 
in the Federalist, in support of the position he had 
assumed; after which, he replied in refutation of 
the arguments of gentlemen who had taken differ- 
ent views of the question. 

_ Mr. JOHN CAMPBELL said that, in advoca- 
ting the motion to refer the message of the Presi- 
dent, or rather the paper from the Department of 
State, to the committee of which the gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Apams] was chairman, 
he was actuated by no feelings of hostility to the 
President. So far from it, he believed he could 
safely say that the country not only owed him a 
debt of gratitude for having twice thrown himself 
into the gulf, Curtius like, and saved the country 
from a United States Bank; but also on account of 
his having recently refused to sanction a bill 
violating a solemn compromise, and by the addi- 
tion of a proviso, to which it was known that the 
President was opposed. However the majférity 
here might differ as to the course taken by the 
President in his public acts, he thought that here- 
after, when the excitement of party bad passed 
away, all would award to him praise for a 
conscientious discharge of his duties and a firm- 
ness of purpose. 

He had mentioned these facts to show that he 
was not influenced in his course by any prejudice 
toward the President. He conceived that the ac- 
tion of the President on the apportionment bill was 
entirely unauthorized by the Constitution, and was 
a dangerous (though, no doubt, an unintentional) 
encroachment upon the rights of a large section of 
the Union. Accogling to the Constitution, “every 
bill which shall have passed the House of Repre- 
sentatives and the Senate shall, before it become a 
law, be presented to the President of the United 
States; if he approve, he shall sign it; butif not, 
he shall return it, with his objections, to that House 
in which it shall have originated, who shall enter 
the objections at large upon their journal, and pro- 
ceed to reconsider it.” Thus, the negative of the 
President was qualified only, and not like that of 
the Roman tribune. But the Constitution said “if 
he approve, he shall sign it? and here it stops. 
There is no language in the Constitution to justify 
him in assigning bis reasons for such approval; and 
notwithstanding the remarks of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Cusnina,] there was also 
nothing in the spirit of the Constitution to justify 
such a course. That gentleman had said that the 
President was partly possessed of legislative pow- 
ers. The members of either House of Congress 
might assign tbeir reasons for approving a law, 
and why should not the President be allowed the 
same privilege? He (Mr. C.) did not object to the 
President’s assigning his reasons for approving a 
bill. Whathe objected to was, that the President 
should hide those reasons in the archives cf the 
Gove nment. The publie press of the country 
was open to the President; and be had been told 
that morning that Gen. Jackson came out m the 
Globe; in 1836, when he approved the distribution 
bill of that year. 

He referred to the argument of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. Cusina,] that the Pres- 
ident possessed judicial powers in part—as, for in- 
“stance, in the case of sentences from courts-mar- 
tial, He admitted this; but the Constitutics gave 


the President the power, and it could only be exer- 
cised in cases where the President thought the sen- 
tence of a court-martial too severe, : 

This election law was intended to regulate the 
elections of the members of the House of Represent- 
atives. Under the Constitution, each House was 
tae exclusive judge of the qualifications, elections, 
and returns of its members. Here, however, was 
the interpretation put upon the law by the Presi- 
dent, expressing a doubt of its constitutionality, and 
thus exercising an indirect influence upon the 
States in encouraging them to violate it. Possess- 
ing this power from the formation of the Constitu- 
tion, so jealous had the House been of allowing 
any other branch of the government to participate 
in prescribing the qualifications of its members, 
that no law had been passed even for prescribing 
the mode in which contested elections should be 
determined. The House had always been fearful 
lest the action of one Congress should influence a 
succeeding one, and therefore no law was ever 
passed for accomplishing this object. 

He rejoiced that this subject had been iatrusted 
to a committee with such an experienced and well- 
qualified chairman as the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetits, [Mr. Apams.] He hoped that the whole 
matter would be inquired into, and that the com- 
mitiee would say how far our liberties were endan- 
gered, and what action it was best to adopt on the 
part of the House. He hadno idea that the Pres- 
ident designed any encroachment beyond the pow- 
ers conferred on him by the Constitution. When 
the apportionment bill was returned a second time 
from the Senate, with the amendment of that body 
insisted on, his blood was excited. But when he 
came to consider that that body had an equal right 
with the House in the disposition of this subject; 
that its members were a portion of the great con- 
stiiuent body; and that the principle of representa» 
tion in the House did not so much consist in num- 
bers as in direct responsibility of the Representative, 
he was willing to meet the Senate on half-way 
ground, and felt that the privileges of the House 
had not been impaired. 


When it was said in the Senate that the House 
was a turbulent body, and that the country had 
lost its confidence in it—which confidence could 
ouly be restored by a reduction of the members—he 
did not regard the remark, inasmuch as he Jooked 
on it asa mere figure of rhetoric. He was aware 
that delay in legislation was often caused by the 
House; yet he thought the people had the intelli- 
gence to know that that was one of the inconveni- 
ences which they had to suffer as the price they had 
to pay for their liberties. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Cusn- 
1NG) had drawn a parallel between the rights of the 
two Houses, and had asked if any one wou!d have 
felt his rights invaded, had the Senate filed its 
reasons in the State Department for passing this 
bill. Assuming that no objection could be made 
to such a course, the gentleman had asked, why 
should not the President have the same privilege? 
He answered him by saying that there was no ob- 
jection to the President giving his reasons through 
the public papers, but not by filing a paper in the 
State Department. j 

The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Wise] had 
attempted to shield the President under the mantle 
of Gen. Jackson, who once approved a bill, and 
put his reasons for so doing on it. The gentleman 
from Massachusetts, (Mr. Apams,] in reply, had 
shown that there was no analogy between the two 
eases. Even if there was, precedent would not 
make the action of Mr. Tylerlawful. The bili 
approved by Gon. Jackson was a bill authorizing 
certain works of internal improvement in Michi- 
gan. Gen. Jackson was known to be opposed to 
such measures. But Mr. Tyler could have had no 
such objections to the present bill as were enter- 
tained by Gen. Jackson. If he bad, he might have 
referred to the journals of the House, which would 
tave shown that some of his strongest friends here, 
and even the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Wise,] 
had voted for the engrossment of this apportion- 
ment bill. That gentleman, afier al! the lights af- 
forded him, and afier the district feature bad been 
inserted, in effcet voted for it, by voting against the 
motion of the gentleman from Maryland (Mr. W. 


C. Jounson] to lay it on the table. He was sur- 
prised to hear the geneman from Virginia de- 
nouncing this bill as one which was passed by 
“brute force,” and by a “Federal majority.” If it 
was passed by brute force, the gentleman added to 
that force the momentum of his weight. If it was 
passed by a Federal majority, the gentleman lent 
his name to swell the very majority of which he 
complained. . 

Mr. C. here referred toa number of the Demo- 
cratic members by name, (passing high eulegies on 
several of them,) who had voted for the engross- 
ment of this apportionment bill, against which so 
much complaint bad recently been made, and 
which the country was persuaded to believe was 
passed by a party vote. When the question was 
on ordering the bill to a third reading, it was voted 
for by several of the Democratic members. After 
the fractional principle and the district feature had 
been introduced, the following gentlemen, by voting 
against the motion of the gentleman from Mary- 
land [Mr. W. Cost Jounson] to lay the bill on the 
table, in effect voted for its passage: 

Messrs. A. V. Brown, John Campbell, Reuben. 
Chapman, Edward Cross, T. W. Gilmer, Charles 
J. Ingersoll, Wm. W. Irwin, Cave Johnson, John 
W. Jones, John Thomson Mason, William Par- 
menter, George H. Profit, Almon H. Read; Hop- 
kiss L. Turney, Harvey M. Watterson, and Henry 
A. Wise-—16 voting for the law. 

Notwithstanding these facts, an effort was mas 
king to produce the impression that the Democratic 
party had voted against the measure en masse. 
The journal would show that, without their aid, 
the bill could not have been passed. 

The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Wise] had 
said that some regarded this bill as recommenda- 
tory, and some as mandatory; and that many of 
those voting for it would not have done so, had 
they considered it in the nature of a mandate to the 
States to district themselves. Such the gentleman 
from Alabama [Mr. Suiztps] had declared to be 
his position. The President, in his exposition, took 
the same view, and said: 

“One of the prominent features of the bill is that which pur- 
ports to be mandatory on the States to form districts for the 
choice of Representatives to Congress in single districts. That 
Congress itself has power, by law, to alter State regulations 
respecting the manner of holding elections for Representatives, 
is clear; but its power to command the States to make new 
regulations, or alter their existing regulations, is the question 
upon which I felt deep and strong doubis. [have yielded these 
doubts, however, to the opinion ofthe Legislature, giving effect 
to their enactment as far as depends on my approbation, and 
leaving questions which may arise hereafter, (if unhappily suck 
should arise,) to be settled by Jull consideration of the several 
provisions of the Constitution and the laws, and the authority 
of each House to judge of the elections, returns, and qualifica- 
tions of its own members.” i 

He desired briefly to answer the construction of 
the Presiden!, and hoped the reporters would note 
his answer. He regarded the bill as neither altos 
gether recommendatory nor commandatory. Ii was 
not commandatory from Congress, but from the 
Constitution—that instrument which all regarded 
as a bond of union, and which not only this Con- 
gress, but likewise the Siate Legislatures, were 
bound to obey, and which every man, having the 
spirit of a patriot and the heart of a man, was un- 
der obligation to defend. It was not an original 
question of State rights. No State could send 
members here without adopting the Constitution. 
He qnoted from the Constitution, to show that 
Congress had the powerto make regulatioas for 
prescribing the mode of electing members: “The 
times, places, and manner of holding elections for 
Senators and Representatives, shall be prescribed in 
each State by the Legislature thereof; but the 
Congress may, at any time, by law, make or alter 
such regulations, excep! as to the places of choos- 
ing Senators.” Could language be more plain and 
explicit? Ele thought the States were bound to 
obey this Jaw which had been passed; and should 
regret if any of their Legislatures, influenced by a 
predeicrmination to oppoce the law, should attempt 
to disregard it. Should they, uri ppily, be more 
influenced by faction than by a ¢ e to discharge 
their constitutional duties, no limit could be urged 
to their refusal hereafter. Objections would be 
piled on objections, were Congress to go on and 
district the States, after they had refused to do so 


themselves. 
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Mr. C. then referred to the fact that intelligence 
had been received that the State of New Hamp- 
shire (which he complimented as one of the most 
` patriotic in the Union) had determined to disre- 
gard the law, by refusing to district her territory. 
Te trusted. she would review her resolution, and 
hereafter, as heretofore, continue to stand up in 
defence of the Constitution and laws. ‘Though 
she might be opposed to the law, he hoped she 
would adopt such regalations as were necessary to 
enable her to have Representatives in Congress, 
duly elected under its provisions. 


He replied to the objection that Congress could 
_ not exercise part of its power over the elections of 
its members, without exercising the whole, by say- 
ing that it would be as reasonable to contend that 
Congress could exercise no power over the reve- 
nue, because it did not exercise the whole which 
was conferred on it by the Constitution. Having 
the power to discriminate, it could use it either in 
whole or in part. This power he considered plain, 
from several. considerations, which he would name: 
Ist, from the language of toe Constitution; 2d, 
from the proceedings ot the Federal Convention 
which adopted the Constitutica; 3d, from the pro- 
ceedings of the States adopting that Constiiution; 
4th, from the resolutions passed in seven out of 
thirteen of the State conventions; and, 5th, from the 
manifest interpretation put upon the Constitution 
by both its friends and its enemies. He would 
not detain the House to read various extracts to 
sustain this view; yet he could not refrain from 
quoting the remarks of one of the most talented 
and influential opponents of the Constitution— 
Patrick Henry. In the Virginia convention Mr. 
Henry said: r 

The control given to Congress will totally destroy the end of 
suffrage”? * to 7 “Congress is to have a discretionary 
control over the time, place, and manner of elections. The 
Representatives are to bo elected, consequently, when and 
where they please. 3 ) n 1 
attempted to obviate the objection, by saying that the time is to 
happen once in two years, and that the place ts to be within @ 
particular district, or in the respective counties. But how will 
thoy obviate the danger of referring the manner of election to 
Congress? *. * 2 The power-over the manner admits of 
the most dangerous latitude. They may modify tt as they 
please.” i 

This exposition could neither be controverted nor 
denied. Equally strong ground was taken by Mr. 
Madison—‘“the father of the Constitution,” as he 
had been so appropriately called. Mr. Madison 
said: 

“Ye was found impossible to fix the time, place, and manner of 
the election of Representatives, in the Constitution. It was found 
necessary to leave the reguidtion of these, in the first place, 
to the State Governments, as being best acquainted with the 
situation of the people, subject 10 the control of the General 
Government, in order to produce uniformity and prevent its 
own dissolution.” 

I: would thus be peresived that the object of 
granting this power to Congress was to produce 
uniformity, and prevent a dissolution of the Union. 
That this power should not be wantonly exercised, 
all would admit. He thought, however, that the 
time had arrived when it should be exercised. 
Already had six States adopted the general-ticket 
sysiem, and, being thus enabled to concentrate their 
force on every question, the contagion would spread, 
and other States would have to adopt it as a mat- 
ter of self-defence. Thus the smaller States would 
be, in the end, cntirely overwhelmed. 


Mr. C. conciuded by expressing his regret that 
an effort was making by the press, here and else- 
where, to convince the public that this apportion- 
ment bill was a party measure. He trusted he 
had shown, to the satisfaction of all, that it was 
not passed by a strict party vote. He hoped the 
press in this city would be more discreet in speak- 
ing of gthis bill, and no longer call it a mandamus, 
when the fact, as he had endeavored to show, was, 
that it conld not have passea without the aid of those 
Democrats who voted in its favor. He hoped our 
present system of government would long resolve in 
harmony, and thet we should witness, under its be- 
nign influence, the return of many an anniversary 
like that which had just passed by. 

Mr. BOTTS then obtained the ficor, and de- 
nounced the action of the President on the appor- 
tionment bill as most extraordinary, novel, highly 
reprehensible, and calculated to excite a revolution- 

„ary and disorganizing spirit throughout the coun- 
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As to the time and place, gentlemen have - 


tty. He concluded by moving. the previous ques- 
tion, which was carried. ; 

The question then recurred on the motion to re- 
fer the exposition of the President to the select 
committee, with power to report what course was 
proper. to be adopted. This motion was carried 
without a division- i 
TERMINATION OF THE TARIFF DEBATE. 


Mr. FILLMORE called up his resolution, sub- 
mitted yesterday, for taking the general tariff bill 
out of committee on Monday next. 

After some conversational debate between 
Messrs. FILLMORE, BURNELL, SMITH of 
Virginia, WILLIAM COST JOHNSON, and the 
SPEAKER, 

Mr. W. COST JOHNSON moved to amend the 
resolution, by inserting “Tuesday” next as the 
day for terminating the debate. 

Mr. McCLELLAN of New York moved to lay 
the resolution on the table. 

The aygg and noes resulted as follows: ayes 88, 
noes 104. : 

So the motion to lay on the table did not pre- 
vail. 

The question then recurred on the amendment 
of the gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. W. ©. 
Jounson,] to strike out Monday, and insert Tues- 
day; which was agreed to. 


Mr. ANDREWS then moved to lay the resolu. 
tion on the table; and, on taking the question, 

The SPEAKER announced that the noes ap- 
peared to have it, 

Mr. ANDREWS called for a division. 

Mr. CLIFFORD called for tellers; which were 
ordered: and they reported 78 in the affirmative, 
and 96 in the negative. 

So tbe motion to lay the resolution on the tatle 
was not carried. 

The questiog,then recurred on the adoption of 
the resolution; on which, 


Mr. ANDREWS called for the ayes and noes; 
which were ordered by tellers, and resulted as foi- 
lows: ayes 98, noes 94. 

So that Tuesday next was fixed as the day on 
which the bill shall be taken out of the Committee 
of the Whole. 

Mr. FILLMORE then called up for considera- 
tion his resolution to commence action on the de- 
tails of the bill on Thursday next. 

It was in the following terms: 


Resolved, That, when the Committee of the Whole pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the revenue bill No. 472, on Thurs- 
day next, they shail at once vote upon any pending amend. 
ments; and all general debate upon the pill shall cease, until 
allamendments which shall be proposed shall be voted upon; 
and any member moving an awendment may give a brief ex- 
planation of the same, not exceeding fifteen minutes; and any 
one member may answer such explanation, provided such an- 
awer shall not exceed ten minutes; when the vote on such 
amendment shali be taken: and the next amendment proposed 
shall be considered in like manner, until all are disposed of, or 
until the time limited for the debate to close shall have elapsed: 
put, after amendments are disposed of, nothing in this resolu- 
tion shall prevent the general debate from going on, as usual, 
until the time limited for closing it. 


Mr. ATHERTON objected te the reception of 
the resolution. 


Mr. FILLMORE moved a suspension of they 


rules for its reception, on which the vote was 
taken by ‘tellers, as follows: 90 in the affirmative, 
and 64 in the negative; the rules were not, therc- 
fore, suspended, two-thirds not voting in th¢ afir- 
mative. 3 


THE TARIFF. J 


_ Mr. FILLMORE moved that the) Houge resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole ọn tHe state of 
the Union; which was agreed to, and Mf. McKzn- 
NAN took the chair. V 

The CHAIRMAN stated the queson, which is 
as follows: 

When the committee rose on yesterday, the state 
of the question was this: The following item (No. 
1) of the bill being under consideration: 

“Be it enacted, &e. That from and after the 30th day of June 
next, in lieu of the duties now imposed by Jaw on the articles 
hereinafter mentioned, and on suchas may now be exempt 
fram duty, there shal] be levied, collected, and paid, the follow- 
ing duties, that is to say: - 

“First. On wool manufactured, the value whereof, at the 
last port or place from whence exported to the United States 


shall exceed eight cents per pound, shall be levied a dut; 
thirty per cent. advalorem.”” i $ lass 


Mr. SaLTonsTaLL had moved to strike out the 


ay 


said item, and insert, in Jieu thereof, a portion of 
the bill reported from the Committee on Manufac- 


tures. 


day of June.” A 
And the last section, which is in the following words, was 


stricken out: t . 

Sec. 9. And beit further enacted, That if any person shall, 
knowingly and wilfully, with intent to defraud the revenue of 
the United States, smuggle or clandestinely introduce into the 
United States any goods, wares, or merchandise subject to duty, 
bylaw, and which should have been invoiced, without paying 
or accounting for the duty, er shall make out or pass, Orat- 
tempt to pass, through the custom-house, any false, forged, or 
fraudulent invoice, every such person, his, her, or their aiders 
and abetters, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on 
conviction thereof, shall be liable to a fine or imprisonment, or 
both; the fine not to exceed five thousand dollars, or theim- 
prisonment two years.}. 

And the pending question was on the amend- 
ment of Mr. SALTONSTALL. 


Mr. TRIPLETY was entitled to the floor, and 
he commenced by reminding the committee of the 
fact that he had long since been prepared with an 
amendment, which, if time permitted, he would 
read, that it might be known, and that he might 
then be afforded the assistance of gentlemen on 
that floor. He mentioned this fact to show that he 
had felt a deep interest in this question, and had, 
therefore, turned his attention to its details; and 
most sincerely he wished Congress to settle the 
question whether they would discharge their duty 
under the Constitution, and regulate their com- 
merce with foreign nations. He then went into 
some historical statements showing the origin of 
this power in the United States; and next proceeded, 
to contend that, although the balance of trade was 
against us, we did not import more than we ex- 
ported. On this subject a palpable mistake had 
existed; for, with many, the terms were received, 
as synonymous; and this he elucidated by some 
elaborate tabular statements. 


Mr. COOPER of Georgia, after a few prelimi- 
nary remarks, observed that, not having time to 
say all that he wished to say on this important 
question, he would merely give the heads of the 
subjects he should treat on, and which he would 
fill up when he wrote out his speech. He should, 
then, address the commiltee on matters incidental 
to them; and this, he had no doubt, would be more 
interesting to them than his more extended speech. 
In the discussion of this subject upon fair and just 
principles, there arose the following considerations: 
First, and foremost of all, in considering a revenue 
biil, the expenditures of the Government ought to 
be considered. He should touch upon them as 
they ought to be; and he should also touch upon 
them as the dominant party had made them. He 
should consider the several items of expenditure, 
and the sum total. He should consider what they 
ought to be, consistently with proper views of econ- 
omy, and with regard to their effects upon the 
country. He should consider, then, the ways 
and means that ought to be provided for, and 
the mode of providing them. He would fur- 
ther consider the public lands as a source of 
revenue, and the reasons why indirect taxation 
was preferred to direct taxation. He would con- 
sider the principles of this bill, in a constitutional 
point of view, and with regard to its equity and 
fairness; together with its operations on the differ- 
ent interests and different sections of the country. 
He would, secondly, enter into an examination of 
its details, and how they operated on the different 
interests and sections of the country. He would 
touch upon the policy of adopting or rejecting the 
bill; and in this partof his argument he would 
show ibe reasons why certain parties on this floor 
were for it, and why their opponents were against 
it; and also why certain leading politicians were for, 
and others against it, In this branch of his sub- 
ject, fur the purpose of presenting what would he 
interesting to his constituents, he should present a 
classification of the members here, showing the 
parties to which they belonged, and also the char- 
acier of their constituency. Now, (said Mr. C.) 
you have the main body of my speech; and I will 
now take the liberty of touching on the incidental 


matters, which may possibly be more interesting to 
the committee than the other. i 


4 
; 
; 
, 


’ He had made out a table for the purpose of 
showing the number of persons employed in the 
several avocations of life; in the different States— 
in mining, agriculture, commerce, manufactures, 
and the mechanic. arts; the amount of capital em- 
ployed; the amount produced in the several States; 
the annual exports of the various products of in- 
dustry, under different heads, with the annual im- 
ports and the amount of duties collected. He had 
also a tabular statement, which was presented some 
days since by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
{Mr. SNYDER,] to which he would take the liberty 
to make an addition, showing its applicability to 
the mountain regions of Georgia. He would also 
take a view of the embarrassed condition of the 
country, and ask why this Whig Congress, profess- 
ing economy, retrenchment, and reform, should 
have increased the burdens on the people at a time 
like this. 

There were but two parties in the country. He 
should give their arrangement, with the views and 
interests represented by each. The one party was 
ever for trenching upon the Constitution; and the 
other for preserving, entire, its provisions. The 
first and foremost measure that separated parties 
was the bank, and recently the distribution of the 
land fund. As adjunct to these measures, should 
they be carried out, a public debt would be indis- 
pensable. He commented upon the dilemma in 
which those gentlemen, and particularly some of 
his colleagues, were placed——who, though opposed 
to-a protective tariff and distribution, were still 
in favor of Mr. Clay as President. The several 
measures would go hand in hand, and Mr. Clay’s 
election would be the signal for the adoption of 
them all. $ 

He referred to the movement made by the gen- 
tleman from Maryland [Mr. Jonnson] for an as- 
sumption of the State debts, This was in advance 
of his party; but not more so tkan the movements 
made a year or two since, in favor of a bank, by 
soms of the Whig party, whilst others asserted that 
the bank question was nota test of parties. He 
spoke of the manner of taking bills out of the Com- 
mittee of ihe Whole, the various party decisions of 
the Chair, and the one-hour rule. He replied to 
the remarks of the gentleman from Boston [Mr. 
AppLETON] and the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
(Mr. J. R. Incersony,] whe spoke in favor of the 
protective tariff, and wondered why the South was 
so much opposed to it. Mr. C. spoke up to the 
expiration of his hour, after which— : 

Mr. WASHINGTON got the floor, and ad. 
dressed the committee in favor of an increased 
tariff and the distribution of the proceeds of the 
public lands. He contended that the land fund in 
the treasury was as but a drop in the bucket; and 
its distribution was called for by the fact that 
many of the States had made provision for its re- 
ception, and could not well do withoutit. In addition 
to this, he wished the lands distributed, because a 
bone of contention would thereby be removed 
from the grasp of aspiring politicians. ‘The treas- 
ury was empty, and must be replenished. Be- 
Heving that the framers of the Constitution did not 
contemplate any other mode of raising revenue, 
and that excises and direct taxation were imprac- 
ticable, he should advocate such a tariff as would 
meet all the wants of the Government economically 
administered. , 

The people, he said, never would submit to ex- 
cise duties; and, therefore, this Government could 
only rely oa duties from imports, which was cer- 
tainly the most cheap, convenient, aad feasible 
mode of raising revenue. H wasalso a system 
which operated on voluntary consumption, and 
therefore he approved it. But theagh he had nev- 
er regarded the compromise act as a supplemental 
constitution, yet, founded as it was on mutual for- 
bearance and a desire to restore tranquillity, its 


provisions cnght nef to be disturbed for light 


causes. He, however, thought this country shevld | 


not be dependent on others for thoze things which 
were of necessary and ordinary consumption, nor 
should this country give to foreigners the posses. 
sion of our own market, by excluding domestic 
manufaciurer, and thereby give to the foreigner 
power to charge what he might think proper-—~ 
even more than would be charged by the domestic 


SS 
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manufacturer if the foreigner were excluded. The 
question before the committee, he said, was one of 
revenue ; and they were relieved from any disens- 
sion of the protective policy until gentlemen could 
show that the bills under 
much revenue. 

Mr. BARNARD said it could not be doubted that, 
having a Government to support, it was their duty 
to raise the necessary revenue for its support. The 
mode in which it was to be raised might be a mat- 
ter of disputation; and yet he thought it did not ap- 
pear, from anything which had transpired in tbis 
debate, or from anything in the history of this Gov- 
ernment, that it was seriously contemplated by any 
person, except as a matter of abstraction and the- 
ory, that this Government was to be maintained in 
time of peace by any other means than by duties 
onimports. It was true, many persons, at the pres- 
ent day, were insisting on carrying back into the treas- 
ury the avails.of the public lands, which, by an act 
of the last session of Congress, were diverted into 
another channel; but tha: amount would not re- 
lieve them from the difficulty in whid® they were 
placed, for no individaz. sould show that, without 
a deviation from the principles of the compromise 
act, and an increase -£ the duties above 20 per 
cent., sufficient revenue could be raised. For 
each of the next three years, the Government would 
require twenty-seven and a half millions of dollars 
net, which must be made out of seventy-one mil- 
lions of imports; and this would be given by 39 per 
cent. The gross imports, however, to raise that 
amount, would require one hundred and seven mile 
lions, on which a horizontal tariff of 28 per cent. 
would give them the required amount. But there 
were certain free articles which no one would un- 
dertake to tax; and, by taking out those free arti- 
cles, ninety-four millions of imports would remain, 
which would give the necessary amount at 30 per 
cent. But the amount for re-exportation and draw- 
backs must still be deducted, and aiso the cost of 
collection; and, therefore, on seventy-one millions 
of imports, mus: twenty-seven and a half millions 
be raised for the necessary wants of the Govern- 
ment. A horizontal tariff on the seventy-one mil. 
lions, too, would lead to the exclusion of some ar- 
ticles, or would operate as a bounty on smuggling. 
It was, therefore, evident, that, for the necessities 
of the Government, they must exceed twenty per 
cent., and thereby violate the principles cf the 
compromise act; and they must discriminatc; and, 
he contended, that as discrimination was inevitable, 
it should be resorted to for the purpose of fostering 
our own manufaciures and products. By an elabo- 
rate statemeat, he showed that this protection of 
particular interests was not injurious to other in- 
terests of the country; and that articles of luxury 
were now enjoyed ata cheaper rate with protec- 
tion, than they would be furnished without it. 

Mr. J. THOMSON MASON obtained the floor 
at half-past 4 o’clock; but he gave way tempora- 
rily to 

Mr. TILLINGHAST, who moved that the 
revenue bill be laid aside for the day, and that the 
House take up the Senate bill to provide for pub- 
lishing the account of the exploring expedition, &c. 

Mr. WISE said if the revenue bill was to be 
laid aside, there was a much more important bill 
than the one mentioned by the gentleman from 


‘Rhode Island, which he would move to take up— 


he alluded to the navy bill. [Cries of “Oh, no.”] 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved that the commit- 
tee rise; on which 41 voted in the affirmative and 
73 in the negative, being less than a quorum. 

Tellers were then called for, and as only 22 
voted in the affirmative, the Chairman said it was 
evidently lort, and there was, also, evidently a 
quorum present, ; 

Some irregular discussion ensued, which was 
terminated by the withdrawal of Mr. Titiine- 
MAST’s motion. 

Mr.J T. MASON agzin moved that the com- 
mittee rise; on which the vote was taken by tellers, 
which showed ibat there was no quorum present. 

The CHAIRMAN left his seat and reported 
that fact tothe Fouse, 

Mr. BLACK moved an adjournment. 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN called for the yeas and 
nays. 


discussion raised too- 


Mr. BLACK said, if the yeas and nays were to 
be taken, he would withdraw his motion. 

‘Mr. ARNOLD moved a call of the House; 
which was not carried. 

The motion to adjourn was then renewed, and 
Mr. W. W. IRWIN again called for the yeas and 
nays, and they were ordered. The result was-— 
yeas 63, hays 43. i a 

The House adjourned at 5 o’clock. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuourspay, July 7, 1842. 

Mr. MOREHEAD presented, a memorial from 
het heirs of Benjamin R. Milam, praying confirm- 
ation of title to eleven leagues of land; which 
was referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 


THE EXCHEQUER BILL. 


Mr. TALLMADGE said he rose for the purpose 
of giving notice that, on Monday next, he would 
move to postpone the general orders, for the pur- 
pose of taking up the bill proposing. to modify the 
several acts establishing the Treasury Department, 
commonly called the “ exchequer bill.” He gave 
this notice then, in the hope that gentlemen would 
be prepared to take the bill up at that time, He 
thought it was pertinent to say that the bill had 
been postponed for a long time, for no other 
reason than that there were matters before the Sen- 
ate of a more pressing character. At the time the 
bill was introduced, the several resolutions of the 
late Senator from Kentucky [Mr.Clay] were occupy- 
ing the attention of the Senate. It was the wish 
on the part of all not to interfere with those resolu- 
tions, Since that time, the loan bill, the apportion- 
ment bill, the army and navy bills, and a variety of 
other matters, of pressing necessity and urgency, 
have taken up the time of the Senate. He deter- 
mined that it was not proper to move in this 
bill while those matters, which were deemed 
of a more immediate and pressing character, 
were pending. He believed that there was now no 
measure for the relief of the country, which more 
pressingly required the consideration of this body 
than the exchequer bill. He would therefore give 
notice that, on Monday, he would in good faith 
move to take up this bill, and press action until an 
expression of the opinion of the Senate was had 
upon it. 7 

Mr. EVANS presented a memorial from Cam- 
den, Maine, praying that no woods, except dye- 
woods, may be admitted free of daty hereafter; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. SIMMONS presented the memorial of H. 
Russell & Co, and Charles Potter, importers, of 
New York city, praying the refunding of certain 
duties; which was referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented a memorial from 
a number of citizens of Pennsylvania, ascribing 
the present disasters of the country to the non-ful- 
filment of contracts, and the want of a proper cur- 
rency in which to discharge debts. As a remedy, 
they pray Congress to create 3 large stock, to be 
distributed among the States and Territories; and, 
as a basis for its reimbursement, to pledge the pro- 
ceeds of the pablic lands: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance. 

Mr. PRESTON presented a memerial from a 
number of citizens of South Carolina, praying for 
the establishment of a eertain mail-route, which, 
it was represented, would facilitate the progress of 
the mail between the South and West: referred to 
the Committee on the Past Office and Fost Roads. 

Mr. ARCHER, from the Comauttce on Naval 
Affairs, to which had been referred the bill for the 
reorganization of the Navy Depariment of the 
United States, reported the same back with a sub- 
stitute for the bill; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. A also, from the same commi:tee, reported 
a bill to prescribe the number. of professors of 
mathematics in the navy of the United States, and 
for oiher purposes; which wes read, and ordered 
to a second reading. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Commitice on Glaims, 
to which hai been referred House biti entitled “An 
act for the relief of Benjamin C. Ruberte, reported 
the same back without amendment. 


yas 


- Mr. BAYARD, from the Committee on the Bis- 
trict of Columbia, reported a bill for the repaving 
and repairing of portions of Pennsylvania ave- 
nue; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. EVANS, on leave, introduced a bill for the 
relief of Joseph Morrison; which was read twiee, 
and referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. GRAHAM, froma the Committee on Claims, 
to which the petition of General Hernandez and 
Alexander Watson, and others, had been referred, 
praying indemnity for loss of property, reported a 
bill to provide for the settlement of such claims 
and losses of property by reason of its military oc- 
“enpancy, in the Territory of Florida; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 


Mr. MOREHEAD, from the select committee 
on the subject, reported a bill for the relief of 
Henry M. Shreve, and to authorize the purchase 
of his snag-boat; which was read, and ordered toa 
second reading. 7 

Mr. BAGBY asked the Senate to take up the 
resolution submitted by him, instructing the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs to investigate the allega- 
tion that John Ross had received upwards of 
$580,000 more than the contract price for remov- 
ing the Cherokee Indians west of the Mississippi. 

Mr. MOREHEAD hoped not. 

Mr. BAYARD called the attention of the Senate 
to the condition of the business of the District of 
Columbia; which he wished considered to-day. 

Mr. BAGBY demanded the yeas and nays on 
the motion to take up the resolution, which were 
ordered; and, the question being put, the resolu- 
tion was taken up, by yeas 22, nays 10. It was 
then read as follows: e 


Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire what amount of money, in addition to the 
contract price, was paid to John Ross for the removal of the 
Cherokee Indians to the west of the Mississippi; and for what 
additional services said amount, ifany, was paid; and that the 
committee have power to send for persons and papers, and re- 
port the result of their inquirics to the Senate with the least 
practicable delay. 


Mr. MOREHEAD gave it as his opinion that 
the call should be made. directly on the War De- 
partment; for if the subject was referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs for investigation, that 
committee would call on the department for the 
record; and the info'mation, therefore, that would 
be obtained, would be the same in both cases. He 
moved to modify the resolution so as to make it a 
call immediately on the Department of War, 


Mr. BAGBY observed, that when he first pro- 
posed the resolution, he had stated various, and, in 
his mind, quite sufficient reasons, for preferring an 
investigation of the Senate commiltee to a report 
from the Seeretary of War. He had stated dis- 
tiretly that his information was, that John Ross 
had received and appropriated to himself money 
and property from the department to the amount of 
more than $580,000. Now his object was to as- 
certain the facts; and although it may, as the Sen- 
ator from Kentucky seems to think it will be, a 
mere matter of form to refer the matter for investi- 
gation to the Committee on Indian A ffairs—since 
that committee, after all, will have to depend on 
the Secretary of War for information; yet he could 
not help thinking that the appropriate Ybañriel of 
investigation was through one of the standing 
committees of Congress. The standing commit- 
tees of the Senate are its proper organs of investi- 
gation, The information they may obtain, no 
matter from whom, will enable them to report the 
facts as they appear to them; and the. public will 
have more confidence in that report, than in the 
statement of «uy individual not subjected to their 

inquiries. He had no disposition to impose upon 
the standing committees any unnecessary or oner- 
ous additional duty. But it did appear to him that, 
when a charge is made, involving great fraud 
somewhere, in relation to a large amount of public 
money—that money paid by one of the depart- 
menis, as alleged, on iis own responsibili y—-noth- 
ing could be more proper than that it should be 
mode the subject of investigation through one of 
the proper organs of this body—a standing com- 
mittes, He could not feel satisfied with a direct 
reference of the subject to the Secretary of War, 
because it would be, as it were, asking him to fur- 
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nish prcof against himseif.' He would prefer that 
the information.and facts should be obtained in the 
form he required. The report of the committee, he 
had no doubt, would be presented to the Senate in 
a form to entitle it to consideration. If the facts 
should be established as represented to him in the 
information he had received, it would turn out that 
this man (John Ross) had received $580,000 for 
the Cherokee Indians, which has-not been distribu- 
ted to. them. The Government of the, United 
States, in the mean time, is charged wiih injustice 
and oppression with regard to those Indians; and, 
he asked, was it -right for the Senate to stand by, 
supinely, in the face of such charges, and allow 
those poor Indians to pine in beggary and exile in 
the Western States, awaiting the fulfilment of our 
obligations, while this man (John Ross) has, with 
impunity, been allowed 10 appropriate to his own 
use upwards of half a million of dollars, intended 
for establishing them in comfort and independence? 
Why should he be allowed to pocket such a. sum 
of money belonging to them, when the children of 
those Indiaf@-were crying in the wilderness for 
bread? Surely the inquiry is a subject well wor- 
thy of the investigation of a standing committee of 
this body. 

Mr. B. said this was a corruption to which the 
last Secretary of War (Mr. Bell] was a party, 
which he wished to investigate; and he did not 
wish to make the present Secretary a witness 
against the late Secretary. He hoped, therefore, 
that the chairman of Indian Affairs [Mr. Mors- 
HEAD] would withdraw his opposition to the reso- 
lution in its original form. 


Mr. SEVIER was aware that there had been a 
great deal of controversy about this claim; and 
that it had been before the two late Secretaries of 
War,( Messrs Butler and Poinseti) both of whom, he 
understood, had rejected it. ‘Phe claim had since 
been more suceesstully referred to the department, 
and there allowed—he would not say withont fur- 
ther information, whether rightfully ornot. Enough, 
however, had been said about it to authorize an 
investigation; and he could not really see why 
there should be any opposition to it. He under- 
stood that John Ross complained very much of in- 
justice being done to him.. It would, therefore, ap- 
pear that it was due to all parties concerned—not 
only the Cherokee Indians and the War Depart- 
ment, but to John Ross himzelf—that a full inves- 
tigation and explanation should be made. 


Mr. MOREHEAD did not understand, when he 
Opposed the resolution, that it was a grave charge 
of corruption which it was proposed to investigate. 
He did not understand before that there was any 
impeachment of the Secretary of War. But, upen 
an imputation of that sort, he would certainly, as 
one member of the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
withdraw all objection. He withdrew the amend- 
ment, and the resolution was then adopted. 

The bill making appropriations for the support 
of the Indian Department was taken up as in com- 
mittee of the whole; but, at the request of Messrs, 
MOREHEAD and SEVIER, was postponed till 
to-morrow, 

The bill further supplementary to an act entitled 
“An act to establish the judicial courts of the United 
States,” passed the 24th of September, 1789, was 


the bill pass?” 

Mr. WRIGHT demanded the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered; and the question being put, 
the bill was passed—ycas 20, nays 16, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Choate, 
Clayton, Crafts, Crittenden, Evans, Huntington, Mangum, Mer- 
rick, Miller, Porter, Preston, Simmons, smith of Indiana, 
Sprague, Tallmadge, and Woodbridge—20. $ 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun- 
Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Stur, 
seon, Tappan, Walker, Wilcex, Woodbury, and Wright—16 

[This bill provides that the Supreme Court shall 
have power io regulate the practice of the district 
and circuit courts ia suits at common law, or in ad- 
miralty, and in equity, pending in said courts; and 
gives full power and authority to the Supreme 
Court to make and prescribe regulations to the dis- 
trict and circuit courts, as to the taxation and pay- 
ment of cosis, in all suits and proceedings therein, 
and to tax costs; and provides that the district courts 


read a third time; and the question being, “Shall 


‘of the United States shall have concurrent jurisdic- 


tion with the circuit courts, over all crimes or 
offences against the United States, the punishment 
of which is not capital.] , 

The following bills were then read the third 
time and passed, viz: ; i 

The bill to provide for the reports of the decis- 
ions of the Supreme Court of the United States, _ 

House Dill entitled An act to amend an act enti- 
tled “An act for the relief of Chauncey Calhoun,” 
passed March 3d, 1839. aan 

The bill for the relief of Fidelia Stevens. 

The bill for the relief of Elisha Burnett. 

The bill for the relief of William Polk. 

The bill to annex a part of the town of Tiverton, 
in the State of Rhode Island, to the collection dis- 
trict of Fall River, in the State of Massachusetts. 

The bill for the relief of Thomas Brownwell. 

The bill for the relief of Elizabeth Munro. 

House bill entitled An act for the relief of the 
legal representatives of Colonel Win. Piatt. 

The bill for the relief of Beckford C. Mauhews. 

House bil] entitled An act granting a pension to 
Sarah Decker, widow of Samuel Decker, de- 
ceased. 

House bill entitled An act in favor of Ellen 
Turney. 

House bill entitled An act for the relief of Hul- 
dah Farlow. 

House bill entitled An act for the relief of Clar- 
issa Turney. 

House bill entitled An act for the relief of Es- 
ther Parrott. 

The bill for the relief of Daniel G. Skinner, of 
Alabama. 

The bill for the relief of J. K. Tefft, administra- 
tor of Francis Didier Petit de Villers, deceased. 

On motion of Mr. BAYARD, all previous or- 
ders of the day were postponed for the purpose of 
taking up the bills relating to the District ot Co- 
lumbia; when 

The bill to establish an insane hospital in the 
city of Washington was taken up as in ecmmit- 
tee of the whole. The bill was amended in seve- 
ral particulars, at the instance of the chairman of 
the Committee on the District of Columbia, (Mr. 
Bayarp,) to the effect that, instead of erecting a 
new buiiding, the old jail should be appropri- 
ated to that object; and, also, that the grounds con- 
nected therewith, and attached to the new jail, 
should be taken, enclosed, and beautified; and 
were appropriated to carry the bill into ef- 
ect. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate, and 
the amendments concurred in; atid the question be- 
ing, Shall the bill be ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading? 

Mr. WRIGHT said he did not oppose the ma- 
turing of the bill; but he would now ask the Sen- 
ate if it was ready to determine that they should erect 
in the city of Washington a national alushouse. 
When ihey began to make appropriations in this 
Distriet for the support of insane persons, it was 
well recollected that, in less than one year, the 
number of insane persons was mere than doubled. 
If a hospital for the insane should be erected in 
this District, there was no doubt it would Speedily 
be filled; though he did not believe that such a 
thing ever existed as the establishment of a hospi- 
tal for the insane in a population such as this—of, 
he believed, not more than forty thousand, The 
State of New York, with a population of two mil- 
lions and a half, had but just completed her second 
asylum; and the two were quite as much as the 
whole State required. In the New England States, 
one for each State was considered altogether an ex- 
cess. And he thought, therefore, it was highly im- 
proper, unwise, and inexpedient, to commence the 
ereciion of a great national institution of this 
kind. 

Mr. BAYARD said the matter had been often 
debated, and he believed the necessity for such an 
establishment was quite apparent. There were a 
number of insane persons confined in the jail of 
this District, beeause there was no suitable place 
for their reception. It was not intended that it 
should be a national establishment. The whole 
cost would not exceed $16,000—a less sum than 
would be required for the support of the insane 
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persons of this District, if they were tò be sent else- 
where for. safekeeping. Congress was charged 
With the regulation of the municipal affairs of this 
District; and it became their duty to make provision 
for the insane. ; 

Mr. TAPPAN made some remarks, which were 
not distinetly heard by the reporter. 

Mr. CALHOUN was opposed to the erection of 
an institution of this kind, which would, he be- 
lieved, end in a large establishment, and be at- 
tended with a large expenditure, to be drawn 
from the national funds, though it would be in its 
character purely local. Those who had the 
Management of it, would have a direct interest in 
extending the establishment from time to time; 
and they would have eventually 2 large institution 
to be supported, and to add a new source of Gov- 
ernment patronage. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

The bill from the House, incorporating the 
“National Institution for the Promotion of Sci- 
ence,” was taken up, asin committee of the whole. 
An amendment, to prevent the institution from is- 
suing bank notes, &c., and an amendment, substi- 
tuting the word “ institute ” for “institution,” were 
adopted. The bill was then reported to the Senate, 

Mr. SEVIER moved to strike out the word 
“national,” for he saw no necessity for retaining 
the word “national,” if the institution was intend- 
ed to be a local one. 

. Mr. BAYARD said the institution was only in- 
tended to be national in name, and not in jurisdic- 
tion. ‘It was only intended to Operate in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

Mr. BAGBY said, in relation to the name, as the 
honorable Senator had stated, the parent most cer- 
tainly had the right to give it whatever name he 
might think proper ; bat, call it by whatever name 
they pleased, he contended that they bad no consti- 
tutional power to incorporate an institution of this 
kind. But, admitting the power, if they went on 
erecting corporations in this way, they would 
come, at last, to have corporations for everything ; 
but he denied that there was any constitutional 
power vested in Congress to create a corporation 
of a national character, i 


Mr. CALHOUN concurred wiih the Senator 
from Alabama, that Congress had not the power to 
create such a corporation, It was not intended to 
be a corporation for the District, as he understood, 
but for the nation; and he would be glad if the 
chairman of the committee which had reported 
this bill would explain by what authority it was 
that Congress was justified in creating a national 
institute. 


Mr. BAYARD replied that, although the insti- 
tute bore a national name, it was intended to op- 
erate only in the District of Columbia. 
was a mere matter of taste and fancy, the object 
of the corporation was to enable the members of 
the institute to preserve and protect the property 
intrusted to their care more effectually than they 
otherwise could do. He believed the power of 
Congress was unquestionable; and as to the insti- 
tute bearing a national name, it was a thing in or- 
dinary use in respect to other bodies corporate ; 
and, in fact, in this case it was peculiarly appro- 
priate, because (though operating in this District 
alone) the object of the institute was matter of na- 
tional importance. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 

third reading. 
- On motion of Mr..jBERRIEN, the Senate re- 
sumed the consideratign of the bill providing fur- 
ther remedial justice inthe district eouris of the 
United States. y 

The question pending from Friday was on Mr. 
Preston's amendmert; but, hefore jit was called 
for-— Nf 
Mr. BERRIEN observed thate was desirous 
of making a verbal a:neudment to the feurth line; 
it was after the words “United States,” to insert the 
words “in which a prisoner is confined.” 

This amendment was adopted. 

The question then recurred on Mr. Preston’s 
amendment, which was to strike out from the bill, 
afier the words habeas corpus, the following : 


The name . 


in ea. 5 R is ie 

“In all cases of any prisoner or prisoners in jail or confine- 
ment, where he, she, or they shall be committed or confined, 
or in custody, under or by any authority or law, or process 


- founded thereon, of the United States, or of any one of them, 


for or on account of any act done, or omitted to be done, under 
or by virtue of the Constitution, or any law or treaty of the 
United States, or under color thereof, or for or on account of 
any act done or omitted under any alleged right, authority, title, 
privilege, protection, or exemption, set up or claimed under 
the same,” 


Mr. PRESTON observed that it was not his | 


purpose to debate the matter; but. it seemed to 
him that the strongest objection to the bill was 
based on its tendency to trench upon the rights of 
the States. It was supposed th something was 
necessary to be done to relieve the General Gov- 
erament from embatrassments such as that of the 
Caroline case. 


seemed to him that no more ought to be done than 
barely to meet difficulties singly as they cecur. 
The judiciary act of 1787 was very carefully de- 
vised. This bill is intended to amend that actin 
two particulars. It proposes to add to the enume- 
rated cases others by which the district courts shall 
have original jurisdiction, and a further extension 
of the appellate jurisdiction. 

His object was to confine the present bill tocases 
exactly similar to the McLeod case; and he would 
not proceed beyond the presence of a pressing evil. 
It was with that view he proposed. to strike ont all 


those cases specified in the portion of the bill'he i 


had moved to strike out, but leaving that part pro- 
viding for the case of a foreign citizen imprisoned 


in any of the States, and pleading to act under the 
authority or sanction of a foreign sovereigniy. He : 


also explained his reasons for having given notice 
to move to strike out the words “law of nations” 
wherever they occur in the bill; for, by their intro- 
duction, it would seem as if a greater latitude was 
given than the construction of the statutes of the 
United States would authorize. 


Mr. BERRIEN was aware that ths question im- 
mediately before the Senate was that of the adop- 
tion of the amendment proposed by the Senator 
from South Carolina. But it was not possible to 
speak upon that, without going into the general 
subject. The bill proposes to extend the right of 


habeas corpus in the several cases therein stated, | 
which he enumerated. The objection is, that the 
bill violates the sovereign rights of the States, be- | 


cause it withdraws from their courts cases pending 
in them. But he had shown that these rights had 


been yielded in civil cases; and he had also shown, | 
in a previous argument, that there was nothing, in | 
principle, different from that concession in erimi- | 


nal cases. In support of this position, he Tecapitu- 
lated his own arguments on the introduction of the 
bill, and reviewed the arguments subsequently 
brought forward by the Senators from Pennsylva- 
nia and New York, [Mr. Bucuanan and Mr. 
Wriéur.} He also alluded to the arguments of 
the Senator from Mississippi, [Mr. Watxer.] 

Mr. WALKER interposed to explain what he 
had contended: tt was, that the interposition of 
Congress to transfer cases from the State courts to 
the United States courts, could extend no farther 


than to cases enumerated in the Constitution of the | 
United States; and the first part of the bill goes no | 
farther. Bat the second part is based upon the | 
law of nations and foreign authorities, not Speci- > 


fied in the Constitution. 

Mr. BERRIEN observed that he was then only 
alluding to the first part of the bill. He proceed- 
ed with his review. The principle of this bill is 
not to interfere with the right of trial by jury, be- 
cause that right belongs to ihe accused. The 
question really at issue is a collateral one, because 
the decisions to be obtained under it wiil not be 
final, but merely preliminary to trial, and not af- 
fecting the future right of trial by jury as to the 
matier of fact. 

Mr. B., in the course of his remarks, comment- 
ed upon the assumpticn that the vote on this 
bill would be a strici party vote—ihat is, it would 
be opposed by the members representing the great 


Democratic party, end supported by the represent- | 


atives of those who are opposed tothat party. He 
admitted that there were individuals in the Demo- 
cratic party who might with consistency „vote 
against the bill ; bat to make opposition to it on 


Believing, however, that these | 
matters ought to proceed with great tenderness, it | 


Democratic grounds, was utterly inconsistent with 
the adoption ofa law which he would read from 
the 8th volume of Debates. 


It was an act providing that, if any cause 
of prosecution arise in any of the States against 
an officer of the United States, for any act 
done, or alleged to be done, by him in car- 
rying out any provision. of the revenue laws, 
it shall be removed to the district courts of 
the United States. This, he contended, was a 
greater stretch of federal jurisdiction than any pro- 
posed in this bill. He was aware that ibe Senator 
from Pennsylvania was absent from the country 


‘ then, and did not participate in it. Butit came 


under the recommendation of a Democratic Presi- 
dent, and was adopted by a Democratic administra~ 
tion. Since, then, the jurisdiction heretofore used 
has been far more offensive to the dignity and sove- 
reignty of the States than any thing proposed in this 
bill, he could see no just grounds for the amend- 
ment offered by the Senator from South Carolina, 
{Mr. Pgesron.] The parts of the bill proposed to 
be strieken out he considered the most important in 
the bill. They extended federal protection to for- 
eigners temporarily found within our limits and 
jurisdiction. The power to do this was deducible 
from the law of nations; and the character of the - 
United States asa nation, claiming the rights of the 
law of nations, is involved in its discliarge of. the 
obligations imposed upon it by the law of nations. 
This he illustrated by various authorities—such as 
Kent, Chief Justice Jay, (2d Dallas's Reports, 
419 and 494,) showing that the United States had 
taken upon itself the responsibility of the Jaw of 
nations. He argued from this, that the duties of 
a nation being imposed upon the United States by 
the Constitution, the power to do all acts necessary 
to enable the National Government to fulfil those 
duties must be coexistent with the obligation to 
perform the duties of a nation. 

He referred to the McLeod case, which was at 
one time in a position likely to involve this coun- 
try in a war with Great Britain; and he argued 
that it was contrary to the spirit of the Constitution 
to suppose it could not have been intended to sance 
tion the right of the Jaw of nations necessary to 
put it out of the power of a few individuals in one | 
State of the Union to jeopard the interests, peace, 
and happiness of seventeen millions of people com- 
posing the whole confederation, but having no 
power to control the actions of those individuals, 
or that State. _ 

Mr. BUCHANAN called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. He remarked that he had 
himself intended to prepare an amendment, similar 
to the first proposed by the Senator from South Ca- 
rolina. He hoped that amendment would prevail. 
It would leave the law just as it bad been for half 
a century, in regard to citizens of the United States, 
without any complaint whatever, and would reach 
to the case which had originated this bill, 

He was opposed to the whole bill; but, if it were 
to become a law, be would prefer to limit its opera- 
tion according to the amendment proposed, and not 
leave the courts exposed to that wilderness of cases 
—as the Senator from South Carolina had ex- 
pressed it—which would arise under the bill as it 
now stands, giving a general jurisdiction, under 
the law of nations. He would give his vote in fa- 
vor of confining the bill te those specific cases 
which it was originally intended to meet. 

Mr. CONRAD conceived the only difference be- 
tween ihe judiciary act and this bill, was the change 
from an appellate to an original jurisdiction. As 
he had never heard of any complaint from a citi 
zen of the United S:ates as to the operation of the 
Jaw heretofore ia existence, he would vote for the 
amendment. 

Mr. WALKER called the attention of the Sen- 
ate to the difference between the first and the sec- 
ond parts of the bill. The one provides for all 
cates arising under the Constitution, laws, and 
treaties cf the United States; but the second part 
provides for cases not arising under the Constitu- 
tion, laws, and treaties of the United States, but 
under the authority, commission, or sanction of a 
foreign power, or the law of nations. Indeed, the 
Senator from Georgia [Mr. Bernien] frankly ad- 
mitted that he found no specific power iu the Const!« 
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tation to authorize the second part of the bill; bat he 
pointed to a constructive power—that of making 
laws to carry out enumerated powers, Where, in 
the Constitution, did he find the enumerated power 
to be carried out by thislaw? He says the power 
arises out of the law of nations, by the obligations 
imposed upon the United States as a nation. He 
(Mg. W.) showed, by argument, at considerable 
length, that this position could not be maintained. 
Iewould be going beyond anything ever assumed by 
Alexander Hamilton, because it would be assuming 
that powers not enumerated by the Constitution 
might bë derived from the law- of nations. The 
true issue was, to whom belonged the rights recog- 
nised by the law of nations? To whom, but to the 
- sovereign States themselves? for the Constitution 
could not confer such rights, any more than it could 
take them away; and the States never parted with 
any of their authority or rights but those specifical- 
ly enumerated in the Constitution. 
Mr. BERRIEN said a few words ia explanation 
of his vote on the amendment. 
The question was then taken on the adoption of 
the amendment, and resulted in the afirmative— 
yeas 21, nays 18, as follows: 


YEAS~—Mesgrs. Allen, Archer, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Conrad, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Man- 
‘um, Preston, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, 
turgeon, Tappan, Wilcox, Wright, and Young—2!. 
NAYS—Messrs. Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Choate, Clayton, 
Crafts, Dayton, Evans, Graham, Huntington, Kerr, Merrick, 
Miller, Porter, Sprague, Tallmadge, White, and Woodbridge 


, 18 

Mr. BERRIEN observed that the next amend- 

ment (in the 27th line) related to the second part 
y of the bill, being to strike out the words “law of 
` Nations.” 

The CHAIR said that the question would be 
` taken on the first of these propositions, 

Mr. BERRIEN confined himself to the proposi- 
tion to strike ont the “law of nations;” and pointed 
out that the “sanction” of a foreign sovereignty 
could not grow out of anything but the law of na- 
tions. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN did not concur with the 
chairman of ihe Judiciary Committee that the 
words “under the Jaw of nations” were at all ne- 
céssary; they could only tend to embarrass the sub- 
ject. It would be sufficient for the accused to show 
to the court that he acted under the authority or 

` sanction of his sovereignty. It seemed to him that 
‘the terms “under ihe law of nations” would limit 
the rights of the accused, and could have no bene- 
ficial effect. 

The amendment was rejected—ayes 18, noes 20. 

Mr. PRESTON moved to amend the bill in the 
25th line, by striking out “the validity and effect 
of which depend upon the law of nations.” 

Mr. BERRIEN considered this amendment more 
objectionable than the one just rejected. If this 
phrase be now stricken out, a great difficulty may 
arise. Suppose a spy shows the,authority of bis 
sovereign? Is he to get the benefit of it, contrary 
to the law of nations? 

Mr, CRITTENDEN thought the amendment 
ought to prevail. Tke class of cases is stated to 
which it applies. The jadge is to consider the 
facts, and decide upon them according to the laws; 
and he will do so in full view of the laws of na- 
tions, for he must inelude them, as well as the mu- 
nicipal laws. Each country has a righ! to defins 
for itself what shall be the law of nations binding 
upon it; and he would not give a judge authority to 
go beyond what Congress may define to be the law 
of nations. 

Mr. BERRIEN was very sorry this bill had net 
had the deliberate consideration of the Senator 
from Kentucky. because he was satisfied, if it had, 
he would be of a different opinion. He (Mr. B.) 
had given it his most mature deliberation, aad he 
was perfectly sutisfied the phrases excepted against 
were essential. Heentered into elaborate arga- 
ments to prove this. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON had a single word to 
Jt was, in effect, that he disapproved of striking 
outa phrase tha! was introduced ex «bundanti cen- 
tela. 

Mr. PRESTON contended that the authoritics 
required to be shown should be in eonfermity wilh 
ihe law of nations, and could noi sanction-anything 
sonuary tö them; but he was opposed to this mode 
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of adopting the Jaw of nations in general terms, 
leading to a wilderness of undefinable legislation. 

The question, then, was taken on the amend 
ment, and it was rejected—ayes 17, noes 21. 

Mr. PRESTON asked if it was competent to 
-propose an amendment including his former 
amendm2nt?— it was, to strike out from the word 
“omitted,” in the twenty-first line, to the word 
“or,” in the twenty-third line. 

The CHAIR thought it was in order. 

Mr. BERRIEN observed that it was the same 
question, as admifted by the Senator. 

Mr. KING remarked that it was competent to 
move to strike out any portion of the bill, though 
including a former decision. 

The CHAIR remarked that it came’ within the 
rule. 

Mr. BUCHANAN observed that it would take 
away the wilderness of jurisdiction consequent up- 
on enacting the law of nations as part of the code 
of the United States. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN suggested that, as the ob- 
ject was merely to record the yeas and nays, the 
whole difficulty could be met by. some gentleman 
who had voted against the amendment to move a 
reconsideration. 

Mr. MERRICK, to accommodate the gentle- 
man, would move a reconsideration. 

Mr. PRESTON having withdrawn his motion, 

The Senate, on motion of Mr. MERRICK, 
agreed to reconsider the vote on the amendment; 
and the question recurred on Mr. Preston’s 
second amendment, to strike out the words ‘‘under 
ihe law of naticns,”? on which the yeas and nays 
were calied, and it resulted yeas 21, nays 20, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Crittenden, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Mangum, Preston, Sevier, 
Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Sturgeon, Tappan, 
Walker, Wilcox, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Choate, Clayton, 
Conrad, Crafts, Dayton, Evans, Graham, Huntington, Kerr, 
Merrick, Miller, Porter, Simmons, Sprague, Tallmadge, White, 
and Woodbridge—20. 

So the amendment, on reconsideration, was 
adopted. 

Mr. WALKER moved to amend the bill by in- 
serting in the 2lst line, after the word “ act,” the 
words “during a period of war with such foreign 
state, and in prosecution of such war.” 

Mr. W. said he would barely state that this 
amendment confines the operations of the bill to 
the very class of cases specificd by Mr. Madison 
in the Virginia report. If the McLeod case was a 
case arising while a war was pending between 
Great Britain and the United States, it would then 
come withiu the cases put by Mr. Madison; if not 
acase of war pending, then he had no right to 
claim exemption under the law of nations. He 
demanded the yeas and nays on the amendment; 
which were ordered. 

Tre question was then put, and the amendment 
was rejected by yeas 17, nays 25, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Sevier, Smith of Connecticat, Stur- 
geon, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Woodbury, Wright, and 
Young—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Choate, 
Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Graham, 
Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Porter, Preston, 
Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, White, and 
Woodbridge—25. 

Mr. PRESTON, for the purpose of carrying out 
the principies of bis last amendment, which was 
adopted, moved to strike out from the 27th line of 
the bill the words “by the law of nations.” 

Mr. BERRIEN pointed out the impropriety of 
the ehange, and farther insisted that the amend- 
ment was not then in order. 

The CHAIR ruled the amendment out of order. 

The question thea arose on ordering the bill to 
be engrossed for a third reading, ` 

Mr. CHOATE moved that tke Senate adjourn; 
and the question being put, the motion was dis- 
agresd to. 

The question recurring, “Shall the bill be or- 
gered to be engrossed for a third readisg?” 

Mr. WALKER demanted tne yeas and nays, 
which were ordered; and the qnestion being put, 
the bill was ordered to be engrossed, by yeas 25, 
nays 17, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer. Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Choate, 
Clayton, Conrad, Crafis, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Graham, 


Merrick, Miller, Porter, Preston, 


N i Mangum 
Muritingion, Kern dian Sprague, Talimadge, White, 


Simmons, Pmi a Indiana, 

d Woodbridge—25. ` 
NAYS Messrs, ‘allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Cuthhert, Fulton, King, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Stur- 
geon, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Woodbury, Wright, and 
Young—17. f 

Mr. ARCHER, from the Committee en Naval 
Affairs, reported a bill providing for the establish- 
ment of schools of instruction in the naval service 


of the United States; which was read and ordered 


to a second reading. ; 
On motion of Mr. MERRICK, (after giving 


notice that he would, on to-morrow, ask the Senate 
to go into the consideration of executive business, ) 


the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, July 7, 1842. 


Mr. €. J. INGERSOLL submitted the follow- 
ing resolution, and moved to suspend the rules for 
its reception, on which he called for the yeas and 
nays‘ y 

ved, That, till next Tuesday, on any motion to adjourn 
p eao Bedi Took in the afternoon, the Speaker shall order the 


ayes and noes to be taken; and no motion to adjourn before that 
hourof that day shall be ‘carried, unless the votes of two-thirds 


of the members present he given for it. 

Mr. FILLMORE said if the gentleman would 
alter itso as to provide that no motion to adjourn 
shall be in order until 6 o’clock, he would vote 
for it. ; ; 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL accepted the modifica» 
tion. ae 

Mr. WISE said he would vote for it with a 
modification to make it unlawful for members to 
eat. 

Mr. WELLER objected to the resolution. 

Mr. INGERSOLL pressed his motion to suspend 
the rules. 


The SPEAKER informed the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. C. J. Incersout] that, as it was 
a resolution which contemplated an alteration of 
the rules, it required one day’s notice. 

Mr. J. C. CLARK suggested that, as the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania had accepted the modifi- 
cation of the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
Fittmone,] the latter part of the resolution was 
unnecessary- 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL then gave the necese 
sary notice to amend the rules, as follows: 

Resolved, That, till 'Fuesday next, no motion to adjourn 
shall be in order before six o’¢lock in the afternoon. 


The resolution lies over until to-morrow. 
THE TARIFF. 


The House then sesolved itself inte a Committee 
of the Whole oy the state of the Union, (Mr. 
McKennan in thé chair,) and proceeded with the 
consideration off the bill to provide revenue from 
imports, and tg change and modify existing laws 
imposing dutigS on imports, and for other pur- 

oses, $ 

The CHAIRMAN stated the pending question, 
whieh is as follows: 

When the committee rose on yesterday, the state 
of the question was this: The following item (No. 
1) of the biil being under consideration: 


“Be it enacied, &c., That from andafter the 30th day of June 
next, in lieu of the duties now imposed by law on the articles 
hereinafter mentioned, and on such as may now be exempt from 
duty, there shall be levied, collected, and paid, the following du- 
tles, that is to say: j 

“First. On wool manufactured, the value whereof at the last 
port or place from whence exported to the United States shall ex- 
ceed eight cents per pound, shali be levied a duty of thirty per 
cent. ad valorem.” i 


Mr. SaLtToNsTaLL bad moved to strike out the 
said item, and insert, in lieu thereof, a portion of 
the bill reported from the Committee on Manufac- 
tures. 


{Notz.—-This motion embraced the whole of that bill, with 
the following modifications: 

Jn the first item of the proposed amendment, the 
“thirtieth day of July” were substituted for the words aeaio 
day of June.” : 

And the last section, which is in the following words, was 
stricken out: j : 

Sec. 9, And be it further enacted, That ifany person shall 
knowingly and wilfully, with intent to defraud the revenue of 
the United States, smuzgle or clandestinely introduce into the 
United States any goods, wares, or mercharidise subject to duty 
by Jaw, and which should have been invoiced, without paying 
oy accounting for the duty, or shall make out or pags, or at- 
tempt to pass, through the custom-hovse, any false, forged, or 
fraudulent invoice, every such persor, his, her, or their aidera 
and abetters, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on 
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conviction thereof, shall be liable to a fine or imprisonment, or 
both; the fine not to exceed five thousand dollars, or the impris- 
onment two years.} 
And the pending question was on the amendment 
of Mr. SALTONSTALL. 


Mr. J. THOMSON MASON, who was enti- | 


tled to the floor, occupied nearly an hour with an 
ee speech in opposition to a high protective 
tariff. f 


Mr. WM. COST JOHNSON, after a few pre-. 


liminary remarks, said that he should take this op- 
portunity to apprize the committee that, at the first 
moment allowed him, he should offer a resolution 
calling fora select committee for the purpose of 
taking into consideration the present interests of 
thecountry, and to report a bill providing for giv- 
ing relief both to the General and State Govern- 
ments, If the House should grant him that com- 
mittee, he should not offer any amendment to the 
bill under consideration; but, if it should refuse to 
do so, he should bring forward his proposition in 
the most formal and distinct manner, as an amend- 
ment to the bill, before it was disposed of. He 
would say to gentlemen of every party herc, that 
all efforts would be vain and fruitless to keep this 
question from bold and free inquiry. To attempt 
to hide it, and exclude it from the public gaze and 
public consideration, would be vain and nugatory. 
They might as well attempt to stifle the hoarse 
voice of Boreas, or bid the mighty Mississippi 
céase to flow on, as it vould forever. He regard- 
ed the question as one broader and deeper than 
any one of those which divided the different par- 
ties of the country. If gentlemen were anxious, at 
this early period, to record their names against it, 
he was as anxious to give them the opportanity. 


Mr. J., in the course of his remarks, gave an 
Outline of the plan he intended to propose, viz: 
that Government stocks should be issued, bearing 
a particular interest; and that these stocks should 
be given to the States (as we!l to those indebted as 
to those out of debt) to an amount not, perhaps, 
sufficient to give them ample relief, but sufficient, 
with the aid of their own resources, to enable them 
to meet their engagements, and re-establish their 
credit. 

The States not indebted would have the interest 
of the stocks given them, as also the principal, 
when finally redeemed, to apply to such objects as 
they deemed most for their advantage; so that both 
the indebted and non-indebted States would be put 
on a footing of perfect equality: the public lands 
to be pledged for the redemption of the principal 
and interest of the stocks so issued. 


As a further part of his plan, Mr, J. would pro- 
pose a tariff laid for the purpose of giving ade- 
quate protection to domestic manufactures, He 
thought that a calm and deliberate examination 
would be sufficient to induce any statesman to be- 
lieve that his plan was at once simple, and, in its 
consequences, benign and salutary. He would not 
discuss it, but would ssy,in advance, that the ques- 
tion of constitutionality would hardly be raise? by 
any party. Mr. J. said that his plan, so far from 
being a novel one, had the benefit of several pre- 
cedents'in the history of the Government to rec- 
ommend it: and he then referred to the assumption 
by the Federal Government of the revolutionary 
debts of the States; and to the treaties of 1783 and 
1794, in which provision was made for enabling 
individual creditors in England to recover debts 
from individuals in this country. He also referred 
te the assumption by Congress, a few year: ago, of 
the Holland debt due by the corporate cities of the 
Districtof Columbia. Mr. J. then continued his 
argument in favor of his plan of assumption up 
to the expiration of his hour. 

Mr. GAMBLE then got the flocr. He regretted 
that party polities hed been introduced into the dis- 
cussion of a great question like this. It appeared 
to him that gentlemen came here as diplomatists 
from the different sections cf the Union, to see who 

` could get the most. He thorght gentlemen should 
consider it with patriotic motives, determined to 
impose a tax for the benefit of the Government, and 
at the same time the general welfare, without pe- 
culiar privileges to any section. He therefore re- 
gretted that any thing had occurred to disturb that 


harmony which cught to have prevailed, and espe- 
cially that such disturbance should have come from 
his own State. He had heard with regret the re- 
marks of his colleague [Mr. Cooper] on yesterday. 
He had hoped that, however any of his colleagues 
differed on any other subjects, they would be 
united on that of a protective tariff, and would 
not introduce party conflicts in the halls of legisla- 
tion. These party conflicts should be settled at 
home; and his colleague, he thought, had been ra- 
ther gratuitous in reading him a home lecture upon 
the course which he oughi to putsue. 

The gentleman [Mr. Cooper] well knew that he 
was elected by the opponents of Mr. Van Buren, 
but had since deserted. The assertion that he (Mr. 


G.) had preached one doctrine at kome, and prac- | 


tised another here, was entirely unfounded. What 
were the principles on which his colleague now 
acted, and which party did he belong to? Mr. G. 
proceeded to answer this question, and define the 
position of his colleague, who, he said, had once 
opposed Mr. Van Buren, and then supported him, 
with all the sins on his head, and with the same 
objections for which his colleague formerly de- 
nounced him. He reviewed the administraiion of 
Mr. Van Buren and its measures—the Hooe cace, 
standing army, public expenditures, abuses in the 
departments, &c.—for the purpose of fixing the 
charge cf inconsistency on his colleague, for 
coming to the support of such an administration. 


Having traced the connexion of his colleague 
with Mr. Van Buren, he then proceeded to show 
that his colleague had recently formed a coalition 
with Mr. Tyler. 


Mr. M. A. COOPER denied that his colleague 
had any authority for charging a coalition between 
himself and the Tyler party. He supported Mr. 
Tyler when he was right, bat belonged only to the 
Democratic party. 


Here Mr. WISE requested the gentleman from 
Georgia [Mr. GamBLE] to define what he meant by 
the Democratic party. He (Mr. W.) had always 
professed himself to be a Democrat. 


Mr. GAMBLE proceeded, and remarked that 
an overture had lately been made by the Tyler 
party in Philadelphia to the Democratic party, 
which was rejected. 

Mr. PROFFIT was understood to deny the 
fact. 


Mr. GAMBLE then read a toast tendered by a 
committee from the Tyler dinner-party, on the 4th, 
to the Democratic dinner-party on the same day, 
complimenting the Democratic party as friends; te 
which sentiment Colonel Page, in behalf of the 
Democrats, replied that they wouid support the 
President when he was rig?t, but, as a party, their 
course was independent and onward; and they 
sought entangling alliances with no one. This 
answer was woriby of the Democratic pariy, and 


he hoped they would stick to it. 


He then went into a history of the compromise 
act, and the course cf Mr. Tyler on the tariff; 
contending that the President could not be claimed 
as an anti-tariff man. He eulogized the course 
of Henry Clay in 1833, and prior to his leaving 
the Senate, when he introduced his retrenchment 
resolutions. Tie Whigs, he contended, had come 
into power just at the time when the extravagance 
of the preceding Administration had brought the 
country in debt. It now became their duty to put 
their shoulders to the wheel, and impese such a tax 
as would revive its resources. For doing this, he 
knew they would be abused and denounced; but 
they should heed it not. He concluded with an 
argument against the protective system, which he 
maintained should not be encouraged, although a 
revenue tariff was necessary. He entered into 
some statements to show that the manufacturers 
were prosperous, and could afford to pay high 
weres—much higher than could be paid by the 
eotton-growers of the South. 


Mr. PAYNE, after some observations on the 
importance of the subject under discussion, said 
that the manufacturing interesis alone appeared to 
bave been looked to, to the neglect of all others. 


Ai the extra session, the necessity for a high tariff 


appeared to be the object; and new another propo- 
sition for the assumption of the State debts was 
designed to add greatly to that necessity, and enor- 
mous duties would consequently be required. The 
object evidently was to estabiish a protective tariff, 
for the sake of protection. By an adroit legisla- 
tive movement, the bill of the Committee of Ways 
and Means was made to take precedence of the bill 
of the Committee on Manufaciures, (the protective 
committee being made secondary to that whose duty 
more immediately was the production of revenue,) 
to obviate a difficulty which gentlemen might an- 
ticipate; but the difference in the bills was so jm- 
material, that he should confine his remarks to the 
bill designed for protection. This bill, then, ona 
large portion cf articles, imposed a duty of 100 ° 
per cent; and he should be glad to know the object 
of this. It could not be revenue; for it would re- 
sult in exclusion, and constitute a monopoly to the 
manufacturer. He had prepared a table on that 
subject, to which he would cali the attention of the 
committee. It was as follows: 


A imports goods worth - $100 00 
Duty to Government, at 100 per 
- - 100 00 


cent, . 
Custom-house cost ofsaid goods 200 00 
Profit of importing merchant 
upon said goods, at 20 per 
cent. - - - 


» 


40 00 
B, the retail merchant, pays for 
said goods - - - 
Profit of B, at 50 per cent. ~ 
——-——— $360 00 
The following would be the cost of said 
gocds exclusive of duty + 
A iraports gcods amounting to $100 00 


Profitof A, at 20 per cent. - 20 00 
B, the retail merchant, pays for 
said goods - ~ - 120 00 
Profit of B, 2t 50 per cent. - 60 00 
Cost to the consumer of said goods 180 00 
Difference of cost in favor of the con- 
sumer - - - ka - $180 00 


Now, regarding this as a tax, it was tremendous; 
and it showed that the object was exclusively to be 
protection. 

But he proposed to examine another article, to 
show that the same object was kept in view. He 
alluded to the article of iron. 


A importsiron,amounting to - $100 00 


Duty paid by A on said iron - 48 00 
148 00 
Profitof A upon the above sum, 
at 20 per cent. - - 29 60 
B, the retail merchant pays for 
said iron thissum — - - 177 60 
Profit of B upon the above sum, 
ai 50 per cent. - - 88 80 


Paid by the consumer of the above iron - $266 40 
The following would be the cost of 

said iron to the consumer, when no duty 

or tax is imposed by this Government: 


A imports iror, amounting to - §100 00 
Profit of A, the importing mer- . 
chant, at 20 per cent. . - 20 00 
B, the retail merchant, pays for 
said iron - - - 120 00- 
Proft of B, the retail merchant, 
upon the cost of the above 
60 00 


iron, at 59 per cent. = - 


Cost to the consumer, exclusive of daty - 180 00 


Difference in cost to the consumer of 
$100 of iron, exclusive of duty > 86 40 
Here, also, was an enormous tax on the con- 
sumer. But there was the article of salt: 


ts 


` A imports salt amounting to 


- $100 00 


Duty paid to Government - 125 00 

Custom-honse cost of said salt, 225 00 

Profit of importer, at 20 peret. 45 08 

B, the retail merchant, pays for 
saidsalt +) - - 270 00 

Profit of B, at 50 per cent. 135 00 ~ 

Cosi to the consumer - - $405 00 


Cost of said salt, exclusive of duty: i; 
A imports salt amounting to - $100 00- 
Profit of A, at 20 percent. '- 20 00 
. B, the retail merchant, pays for 
` -Said salt - - - 120 00 
Profitof B, at 50 percent. - 60 00 


Cost to the consumer, exclusive 


` of duty - - - 180 00 
Difference of cost to consumer exclusive . 
of duty—less - - + $225 00 


This, likewise, was a tremendous tax on the 
consumer; and, he understood, without being of 
great benefit to the treasury. 

. He alluded to this tax in its operation in the 
curing of hogs and the production of bacon, as 
well as-in several domestic uses; and then proceed- 
ed to the feature of-the bill: which might be regard- 
ed as its revenue feature, by which the 30 per cent. 
taxes were imposed; and here he referred to a ta- 
ble to show the operation on the consumer of the 
30 per cent. duties, 

A imports goods amounting to - $100 00 
Duty imposed by Government 


on said goods - - 0 00 
Warehouse cost of said goods - 130 00 
Profits of A upon warehouse 

cost of said goods, at 20 per 

cent, ~ ` - 2600 
Paid by B, the retail merchant, 
` for said goods - - 156 00 
Profit of B upon said goods, at 

50 per cent. - - - 78 00 


Cost to the consumer under a duty of 
30 per cent. - - - . 
The estimated cost of the same goods 

to the consumer, when no duty was ime 

posed by Government, would be— 

A imports goods amounting to - $100 00 

Profit of A, at 20 per cent. - 20 00 

B, the retail merchant, pays for 
said goods - - ʻ 

Profit of B, at 50 per cent, » 


$234 00 


120 00 
60 00 
Cost to the consumer, exclusive of the 


duty z Š . - 180 00 


Difference of cost to the consumer, exclu- 

sive of dnty -~ - - - $54 00 

Over one-half less the goods cost, exclusive of a 
duty of 30 per cent., than they do when said duty 
is imposed. Thisis a tremendous tax—such as 
no people under heaven ought to pay in peace; 
in war, itis a different question, for the Govern- 
ment must then be defended at any cost, no matter 
how great. 

This was a question between the consumer and 
the manufacturer, He had not taken an opportu- 
nity of examining the amount of articles consumed 
in the different States of this Union; but there 
were some facts with which he would trouble the 
committee. He would take his own State as an 
example, fur he cou!d speak freely of her. The 
imports of Alabama might be taken at $18,000,000 
per annam; and he inferred her impertations ex- 
ceeded her exports, because the balance of trade 
was always against her, as was proved by the 
fact that exchange was always against her. But 
assuming that the imports were as much only as the 
exports, under the 30 per cent. duties, Alabama 
would lose, as a consumer, $9,720,000—and this 
wader revenue duties. Bar if he took the whole 
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southern portion of the Union, what were the ef- 
fects? The whole South exported 2,000,000 bales 
of cotton, worth #30 per bale; making a total of 
$60,000,000.. He apprehended the balance of 
trade was against the South; but assuming it to be 
equal, what was the loss to the consumer? The 
toss upon the consumption of the imports would be 
432,400,000; and yet gentlemen told them they 
must protect the manufacturing establishments of 
the country, or the country itself would be injured. 
But what was the amount of consumption of the 
cotton of the South in the manufacturing estab- 
lishments existing in this country, which it was so 
important to the people to protect? Why, accord- 
ing to a memorial found in the report of the chair- 
man of the Committee on Manufactures, 300,000 
bales of cotton were manufactured at home, which, 
at $30 per bale, amounted to $9,000,000; which 
deducted from $32,400,000, the loss on the con- 
sumption of Southern imports left a. loss still of 
$13,400,000. Now it must be evident that it 
would be better for the South to present the cotton 
to the home manufacturing establishments, if, in 
return, they could have secured to them free trade. 
He was satisfied the South wou!d consent when she 
comprehended the enormity of the system. 

He then replied to the oft-repeated observation, 
that unless the Southern cotton growers took care, 
the East India cotton would monopolize the mar- 
ket; and remarked, that, with an approximation 
even to a system of free trade, they had nothing 
to fear from either the East Indies or elsewhere. 

He then proposed to look at the subject in refer- 
ence to another section of ihis Union—-Kentucky, 
of whose agricultural products one of her distin- 
guished members had kindly given him a state- 
ment. From that statement, it appeared that the 
estimated value of her agricultural products for the 
year 1841 was $79,505,151. It would be difficult 
for him to ascertain what amount of these were 
consumed, without being exchanged for dutiable 
articles; but he should apprehend that one-fourth, 
at least, were exchanged—leaving three-fourths for 
consumption by those who produced them. Ta- 
king that, then, as the basis of his caleulation, the 
amount left to be exchanged for dutiable articles 
would be $19,876,288; aud the loss to Kentucky, 
(the balance of trade’being against her,) upon that 
sum, at 30 percent. duty, would be $11,133,195, 
That was the duty which she paid for this protec- 
tion. But there was a drawback, certainly; for she 
received protection, in return, for some of her ar- 
ticles—take her hemp, for instance. The value 
of hemp produced in Kentucky amounted to 
$1,147,510; for the sake of protection to which, she 
submitted to lose annually $11,133,195. But 
these were not all the evidences of her loss which 
exist. There was her live-stock interest, which 
amounted to the value of $58,050,995, which found 
a market in the South, but more particularly m the 
region of the valley of the Mississippi, and not 
in the region to protect whose interest she paid 
$11,133,195. Was it not strange, then, that Ken- 
tucky should agree to the suicidal policy, not only 
of taxing her own people, but of taxing those to 
whom she sells, and thereby diminishing their 
means, for the purpose of fostering those from 
whom she buys? 

The honorable gentleman then took a broad 
and comprehensive view of the effect of the pro- 
posed system on every part of the Unions He 
showed its effect on the farmers of the manufac- 
turing States, and upon the manufacturers them- 
selves, by the loss of the Sonthern market, and 
the buiding up of counter-interests; and was pro- 
ceedisg with a powerful and convincing argument, 
when the falling of the Chairman’s mace an- 
nuanced the expiraiion of the time which the rule 
allowed to him, 

Mr. EVERETT addressed the committee at 
great length in support of a protective tariff; but 
he was too impericcily heard by the reporter to be 
reported correctly. 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN agreed with the gentleman 
from Vermont, [Mr. Everert,] ihat, however this 
question might be decided, it should be permanent- 
ly settled. He believed that most cf the embar- 
rassment of the country had resulted from the fluc- 
tuation which had existed in its revenue for some 


He hoped the question would be set- 


years past. s 
ied, and there would act hereafter be gradations, 


as during the operation of the compromise act, 
He argued against the expediency and practicabili- 


ty of excises and direct taxes. Had a proper sys- 
tem of impost duties been carried out during the last 
ten years, and the expenditures of the Government 
met without the issue of treasury-notes, he believed 
that the present embarrassing posture of affairs 
would not exist. , 

He referred to the state of feeling on the subject 
of the tariff in his own district, and stated the con- 
tents of a memorial which he had received. That 
memorial (he said) was adopted by a meeting at 
which men of all parties attended, and the most 
prominent personages of the Democratic party 
were conspicuous. It took strong ground in favor 
of protecting American industry against the labor 
of the half-starved paupers of Europe. Mr. J. 
stated that the manufacturers of Pennsylvania were 
subjected to the barsh enactments of England prior 
to the American Revolution. No sooner was the 
war over, than the State, before she surrendered 
the power of laying imposts, spread upon her 
statute-books enactments for the protection and 
encouragement of her manufactures. 

He replied to the argument of the gentleman 
from Indiana [Mr. Kennepy] against the manu- 
facturing system, and the vice prevailing among & 
manufacturing community. He contended that 
the manufacturing towns were patterns of morali- 
ty, peculiarly freed from crime, abounding in 
churches, literary institutions, and academies. 

Mr. I. closed his remarks with an argument to 
prove that an increase of the duties on imports 
would not cause an increase in the price of the ar- 
ticles on which such duties were imposed. 

After Mr. I. had concluded, 

Mr. BLACK obtained the floor, and moved that 
the committee rise. 

The CHAIR suggested that the gentleman 
should go on this evening, as so many gentlemen 
desired to address the Chair. 

Mr. BLACK then intimated his intention to pro- 
ceed, and spoke during his hour, mostly in reply to 
the remarks of his colleague, [Mr. Gamsie.] Mr. 
B. said he would take occasion to write out bis re- 
marks, 

Mr. M. BROWN then obtained the floor, and 
commenced a speech of an hour, amidst numerous 
cries of “rise,” ‘“adjourn”—55 members being 
present. He addressed the committee in opposition 
to the measures of President Tyler, and in favor 
of an increase of the duties on imports, as well as 
a distribution of the land fund. 

After he had concluded, 

Mr. GWIN obtained the floor; and, on his mo- 
tion, the committee rose, and reported progress. 

A number of bills from the Senate were read 
twice, and referred. 

A bill for the relief of Alexander Hamilton: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreigu Affairs, 

A bill to refund to the State of Massachusetts 
certain sums disbursed by that State during the late 
war with Great Britain: referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

A bill for the relief of certain citizens in Lafayette 
county, Arkansas: referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

A bill for the relief of Isabella Hil and others: 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 

A bill to amend the act entitled An act to pro- 
vide for the payment of horses and other property 
destroyed in the Fiorida war: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, (after an ineffectual 
effort on the part of Mr. Capman to have it acted 
on immediately. 
eat for me reiron a certain company of the 
Michigan militia: referred to the Commi 
Military Affairs. Committee oa 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of John Scott: referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

A resolution for the relief of Ferdin ich: 
referred to the Library Committee. and Peltrich; 

“A A bill to define and establish the fisca 
the treasury of the United § ates: ened ae 
Committee of Ways and Means, 
A bill to authorize the commissioners on the part 


of the States of Indiana and Illinois to select a cer- 
tain quantity of land in lieu of other land hereto- 
fore granted for the location of the Wabash and 
Erie canal: referred to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, 

A bill to authorize a settlement of the accounts 
of Joseph Nourse: referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

A bill for the relief of Elisha Person: referred 
to the Committee on the Pablic Lands, 

A bill to authorize the commissioners of Linn 
County, Iowa, to enter, by legal division, one 
quarter section of land on which the county seat is 
located: referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands. 

A bill for the relief of Zachariah Jellison: re- 
ferred io the Committee of Ways and Means. 

A bill for the relief of W. R. Davis: referred 
to the Committee of Claims. : 

A bill to provide for the settlement of certain ac- 
counts for the support of government in Wiscon- 
sin Territory, and for other purposes: referred to 
the Committee of Ways and Means. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a num- 
ber of communications from the executive depart- 
ments of the Government, viz: 

_A communication from the Treasury Depart- 
ment, transmitting the annual statement of the 
amount paid to counsel for assisting the district at- 
torneys of the United States: referred to the Com- 
mitt@e 6® Public Expenditures. 

‘A communication from the Treasury Depart- 
ment, transmitting copies of the circulars recently 
issued to the custom-house officers, prescribing the 
mode in which duties should be collected on im- 
ports: referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and ordered to be printed. 

A communication from the War Department, 
in answer to a resolution of May 26, requesting 
copies of all correspondence between the Depart- 
ment and the commanding officer in Florida: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

A communication from the Post Office Depart- 
ment, transmitting, in accordance with the 22d sec- 
tion of the act of 1836, reorganizing the depart- 
ment, a list of all fines imposed. and deductions 
made from the pay of mail contractors during the 
past year: laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. , 

The SPEAKER also presented a memorial from 
the claimants generally, asking the attention of 
Congress to their demands: referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. RIGGS, the House adjourned 
at 4 past 6 o’clock, after a session of eight hours 
and a quarter. 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, July 8, 1842. 


On motion of Mr. SMITH of Indiana, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papersof Hiram Lewis be 
taken from the files of the Senate, and referred to the Committee 
on Claims. 


THE REVENUE AND HOME VALUATION. 

Mr. PHELPS remarked that, a few days since, 
the Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. Woop- 
BURY] asked leave to introduce two several bills 
in relation to the revenue and the home valuation. 
As it was on his (Mr. Puetrs’s) motion that the 
motion for leave was laid on the table, at the sug- 
gestion of the Senator from New Hampshirg he 
would now move the Senate to take up the mption 
for consideration. ge 

The motion was agreed to; and the titles of the 
bills were read as follows: í 

tA bill to extend for a limited Vie the laws for 
laying and collecting duties on imports;” afd 

“A pill to provide for a systemjof home valua- 
tion on goods imported into the United States.” 


Mr. LINN demanded the yeas and hays on the 
motion for leave; which were oxdered. es, 
Mr. WOODBURY would merely gay that, if 

ust be because 


they are to impose duties where\none now exist. 
The country will then understand that, if fejected, 
it is on that ground they cannot ogigingte in the 
Senate, and, in the opinion of the majority in this 
body, no duties whatever now legallyexist—that 
the treasury is without any lawful revenue what- 


these bills are not admitted, nt 
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ever; and the manufacturers without any, even in- 
eidental protection. It is high time that the coun- 
try should know this, ifit be so.. Thus you throw 
the responsibility on those who have it in their 
power in the other House-——where such bills should 
properly originate—of centinuing to leave the 
country in this condition, so anomalous and de- 
plorable. 

Mr. PHELPS was not disposed to detain the 
Senate in the discussion of the question whether 
we have any laws by which revenue may be col- 
lected, nor of the question whether the Senate can 
properly entertain the bills. His own cpinion 
was, that one of these bills could not be originated 
in the Senate. However, he thought the most ex- 
pedient ceurse was to grant leave, and refer those 
bills to the appropriate committee. That commit- 
tee would then have the subject before them. They 
would examine the question whether we have any 
laws by which to collect revenue. It will be also 
competent for the committee to examine these bills, 
and see if they were admissible under the Consti- 
tution. As the whole matter was involved in 
doubt, he believed the proper course would be to 
receive the bills, and refer them to the proper com- 
mittee. With these views, he would vote for the 
reception of the bills, and for their reference. 


` Mr. CRITTENDEN said he would feel con- 
strained to vote against the introduction of these 
bills. He would do so simply on the ground that 
the Senate was inhibited, by the provisions of the 
Constitution, from originating such bills ; for the 
Constitution expressly says that all bills for raising 
revenue shall originate in the House of Represent- 
atives. He was obliged, therefore, though reluc- 
tantly, to vote against their introduction. 


Mr. BAYARD would beg leave to say, in re- 
gard to those bills, that he felt himsel? constrained, 
by the same reasons which influenced the Senator 
from Kentucky, [Mr. Crirrenpsn,] to vote against 
the introduction of them. The only question 
was, whether these were revenue bills or not. 
That question should be decided by the bills them- 
selves. They could not try that question by ex- 
traneous circumstances. The Constitution pro- 
hibits the originating of revenue bills here; and 
they could not look to the collateral matter, but 
must take the bill as it appeared oa its face. On 
its face it purported to be a revenue bill. There 
was no other test than the bill itself. The pur- 
poses and object, as on the face of one of the bills, 
nobody could deny. It wasto raise revenue. He 
felt inclined to vote against that bill, at all events. 
If the other was merely a bill to regulate revenue, 
it was, perhaps, admissible under the rule. 

Mr. MERRICK said it was either a bill to raise 
revenue, or it was nothing. Ifthe law providing 
for the collection of revenue expired on the 30:h 
Jane, (as was believed by many,) then this bill 
would revive and extend such laws, and to that ex- 
tent went to raise revenue; and to all intents and 
purposes was a revenue bill, and was not admissi- 
ble by the Constitution. ie was opposed to the 
admissicn of either of the bills. 

Mr. WOODBURY said, if the Senator from 
Maryland had been here when the bills were first 
presented, he would have learned that the propo- 
sitiog was not made with a view to raise revenue 
or impose hew daties. It was to apply the ma- 
chinery of a pre-existing law (that of 1832) to the 
collection of revenue—the mode of raising which 
is With many in doubt. Were it a new law to 
raise, rather than collect revenue, the introduction 
of it in the Senate might be out of order. But it 
merely extends the mode of appraising and col- 
lecting duties under ihe act of July, 1832, and not 
the amount of duties imposed by that act. It far- 
nishes the means for obtaining the duties, but does 
not raise the duties themsclves: they are raised the 
other laws. It provides a remedy rather than by 
right. 

eM. PRESTON considered the case should be 
very urgent that would warrant the adoption of 
such a doubtful assumption of right to originate 
legislation. He wished to know whether, if leave 
was not granted, it would be considered that the 
Senate would be precluded from the future intro- 
duction of such measures; and whether, if they 
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-were admitted, the Senate would have ihe right sub- 
sequently to rule them out of order. 

The CHAIR explained his understanding: of the - 
rule; but was not distinctly heard in the gallery. . 

Mr. KING stated his opinion—that, if the. bills. 
were admitted, it was perfectly competent forthe 
Senate to reverse ite action, by indefinitely poste- 
poning them, at a subsequent stage of the proceed- 
ings, if it was found that the Senate had trans- 
cended its constitutional rights by their admission. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON thought, whether there 
was any doubt or not as to the existence of law to 
authorize the collection of revenue, these were, in ` 
effect, nothing but revenue bills, such as could 
originate in the House of Representatives only. ` 

Mr. WOODBURY understood that the law of 
1832 was still in force, in regard to appraising 
and collecting. The Senator from Connecticut 
thinks not. lt was to remove this doubt, among 
other things, that he had proposed this declaratory 
legislation. He showed that the principle of. as- 
certaining the value of imported goods at the port 
of entry, or a home valuation, was not new in our 
revenue system. The rule of collecting duties, 
according to the act of 1832,can be applied to | 
the value at the port of entry, as requireg by the 
His object.was to remove all 
doubts of the propriety of keeping this machinery 
of the act of 1832 in force, till Congress passes 
some Jaw fixing a permanent system. : 

Thus, from the foundation of the Government, 
ad valorem duties had generally been imposed—not 
on the naked foreign value, but on that, imereased 
by 10 percent. or 20, as imported from this side, or 
beyond, the Cape of Good Hope. This was an 
approximation near to the reai home value. It 
was not exact, but as near and as uniform as can 
usually be attained in such cases. But the manu- 
facturers, dissatisfied with this—doubtless because . 
not high enough—got Congress, in 1832, to fix the 
foreign value with more accuracy than the mere 
invoice; and then to add to it, instead of the ten or 
twenty per cent, all the charges except insurance. 
This they probably considered more than the for- 
mër addition, and nearer the exact home value, or 
they would have retained the old addition to the 
loreign value. 

Mr. TALLMADGE’S impression was, that the 
first bill proposed was a revenue bill, and could 
not properly originate in the Senate; but, as honest 
doubts existed, he should be in favor of granting 
the leave asked-—reserving to himself the right of 
voting to lay the bill on the table, or indefinitely 
postponing it, should the report of the committee 
to which it might be referred pcint out the impro- 
priety of entertaining it here. 

Mr. SIMMONS and Mr. WOODBURY made 
some remarks as to home valuation. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN read the clause in the com- 
promise act, which he conceived had the effect of 
repealing all former laws after the 30th of June, 
1842. 

Mr. SIMMONS considered the classes of im- 
ports subject to future legislation, mentioned in the 
compromise act, were those paying more than 20 
per cent. duty, those paying less, and those free of 
duty. This showed thata fulure law was looked 
to forthe authority to collect revenue at 20 per 
cent. afier the 30th of Junc, 1842. 

Mr. WOODBURY, in reference to the passage in 
the act of July, referred to by the gentleman op- 
posite, (Mr. CRITTENDEN, ] remarked, that there was 
another clause overlooked. The force of the ar- 
guiment was entirely overruled by a subsequent 
section in the act, to which he pointed their atten- 
tion, and which painful duties connected with the 
Treasury Department had impressed a little strong- 
er on his mind than it had been on the memory of 
the Senator from Kentucky. The fourth section, 
which that Senator read, did abolish the 10 and 20 
per cent; but the fifteenth section of the same act, 
which the Senator had not noticed, substituted the 
addition of all charges, except insurance, in place 
of those rates per cent. 

As to the words may be, quoted by the Senator 
from Rhode Island, to show that duties after July 
Ls}, 1842, may be imposed, but do not exist till 
afterwards imposed: he would merely say, that the 
term there applied to the past and present, as well 
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as the future; and duties maybe, if they existed 


pefore, dr existed then, and willcontinue till re- - 


ealed. z 
3 Mr. HUNTINGTON stated his usderstanding 
of the irreconcilable nature of the foreign valua- 
tion, authorized in the act of 1822, and the princi- 
ple of home valuation laid down in the compromise 
act, as obligatory, according to the prescription of 
a contemplated subsequentlaw. He repeated, that 
there Was now no law in existence by which reve- 
nue coulébe collected. , : 

Mr. SIMMONS understood that the Senator 
from New: Hampshire now stated that the collec- 
tion of reven#s here had always been, in principle, 
the same as'tke home valuation; but this was ir- 
reconcilable with the Senator’s own declarations 
in previous speeches made in this body, to which 
he referred. 

Mr. CALHOUN said, as to the question of home 
valuation, he had never entertained but one opin- 
jon. The old Jaw provided that ten per cent. 
should be added to the invoice price of foreign 
goods coming from this side of the Cape of Good 
Hope, and 20 per cent. for such as came from be- 
yond the Cape; and this was held to represent their 
value in our market, This was, by the law of 
1833, aljered in detail, but not in principle. He 
had never been able to perceive any other mode of 
valuation that would, in his judgment, be equal 
and constitutional. And if he might be permitted 
to.express his impressions, they were, that those 
who supported the law: were, in a great measure, 
ignorant. of the principles of home valuation, As 
to the point, whether the duties, after the 30th of 
June last—which were to be brought down to 20 
per.cent.-—would continue at that under the com- 
promise act, or whether new legislation would be 
required, he had uniformly differed with the late 
Senator from Kentucky, (Mr. Clay.) His (Mr. 
CaLnoun’s) belief corresponded with that express- 
ed by the Senator from Rhode Island, (Mr. Sim- 
MmONS;] and he recollected that a debate arose upon 
this point two years ago, when the Senator from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. Bucnanan] and Mr. Clay took 

- opposite sides, and when he (Mr. CALHOUN) ex- 

pressed the opinion that he now entertains. á 

His opinion was, that new legislation would be 


required; and, under this impression, he could not 


vote for the introduction of this bill, because, by a 
provision of the Constitution, it was requisite that 
such a bill should be originated in the House of 
Representatives, 

It was with reluctance that he found himself 
obliged to vote against the introduction of the bill, 
because no one could feel more forcibly than him- 
self that the condition of the country, especially in 
reference to its finances, required legislation; and 
he would willingly do whatever he might properly 
do to remedy the disorders. There was, in his 
opinion, a great responsibility resting somewhere, 
for the omission of legislation upon this sub- 
ject. Why bad it been so jong delayed? It 
was not for the want of notice. It bad been 
known ever since the passage of the bill, nine 
years ago, that legislation wouid berequired. Why 
had a question of such pressing importance been 
delayed until this late period, when time was not 
left for the Executive Department of the Govern- 
ment to exercise its power, according to its concep. 
tion of its duty, without throwing the country into 
its present embarrassed condition? 


Mr. WOODBURY observed that the Senator 
from Connecticut was mistaken in supposing that 
he had said the home valuation should be regulated 
by the Secretary of the Treasury or the Executive. 
He had said the very contrary. The regulation 
ought to be made by law, as the compromise act 
expressly required this. But the machinery for 
that home value being available in an existing law 
——i. e. the act of 1832—it was only necessary to 
give the Secretary of the Treasury and Executive 
authority to make use of that machinery in the 
collection of the revenue. He diselaimed the en- 
largement of Executive discretion as much as any 
one, He wished, ia this case, to substituie the ex- 
press law of 1832 for it. He corrected the Sena- 
tor from Rhode Island, as to his understanding of 
what he had said in a former speech, relative to the 
effects: of home valuation; and showed that the 
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ten, fifteen, or twenty per cent. increase of the 
home value over the foreign one was not over the 
foreign one and all the charges except insurance. 
But it was ten to twenty per cent. over the naked 
foreign value, without any augmentation first by 
charge, or by the old ten and twenty pet cent. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he rose to make an ex- 
planation, not a speech. The Senator from South 
Carolina [Mr. CaLnoun] had stated correctly that 
the late distinguished Senator from Kentucky [Mr. 
Clay] had. contended that a duty of twenty per 
cent. could be collected under the compromise act 
of 1833 after the 30th June, 1842; and he (Mr. B.) 
had argued on the opposite side of the question. 
After the remarks of Mr. Clay, he had carefally 
examined the question, and become convinced that 
he was wrong; and he had at the time expressed 
this conviction to several Senators now present. 
It was his intention to have avowed this change of 
opinion upon the floor; but whether he had done 
so or not, he could not now recollect. He had not 
the slightest doubt but that a duty of twenty per 
cent. could now be collected under the existing 
laws. He made this explanation solely for the 
purpose of showing that he had changed his opin- 
ion upon this point of law-—not under the pressure 
of existing circumstances, but at a time when no 
such circamstances could have been anticipated. 
When he expressed the opinion, a few days ago, 
that twenty per cent. duty could be collected, it was 
an opinion which had been formed and expressed 
Shortly after the debate between the late Senator 
from Kentucky and himself. 


He had never pridetl himself much on his con- 
sistency; though he believed he had changed his 
opinions, deliberately formed, as seldom as al- 
most any other public man. The man who 
never changed must have been perfect at first; and 
a!l experience, and all the Jessons of wisdom, were 
thrown away upon such an individual. He had 
changed his opinion upon this subject; and if he 
lived, he might change upon others; and when be 
did, he should not hesitate to avow it. ` 


Mr. CALHOUN explained that he did not know 
the Senator from Pennsylvania had expressed any 
late opinion on the subject. 

Mr. PHELPS moved to lay the motion for leave 
to introduce the bill on the table. 

Mr. LINN called for the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered; and 

The motion to lay the subject on the table re- 
sulted in the affirmative—yeas 25, nays 17, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messts, Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clayton, Conrad, Cratis, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, 
Grahain, Huntington, Mangum, Merrick, Mitter, Morehead, 
Phelps, Porter, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, White, 
and Woodbridge —25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Cuthbert, 
Fulton, King, Linn, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, 
eu madge, Tappan, Wilcox, Woodbury, Wright, and Young 


Mr. MERRICK stocd up to renew his notice 
that, at 12 o’clock, he would move to go into ex- 
ecutive session. But, 

The biil to incorporate a society in the District 
of Columbia, by the name of the “National Insti- 
tute for the Promotion of Seience,” was taken up, 
and read the third time; and the question being, 
Shall the bill pass?— 

Mr. BUCHANAN demanded the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered; and, the question being 
put, the bill was passed by yeas 30, neys 12, as 
follows: , 

YEAS—Messrs, Barrow, 3, Ba i 
Clayton, Conad, Crafts, Crittenden, Olhun Dees sone, 
Fulton, Graham, Huntington, Linu, Mangum, Merrick,” Miller, 
Gerba eds AN pe Simmons Smith of Indiana, 
Wando chy ; ge, Tappan, Woodbridge, and 

NAS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, €. 
King MeRoberts, Sevier, White, Wilcox, A 

Tee bili to provide further remedial justice in 
the district courts of the United States, was taken 
up, and read the third time; when 

Mr. BAGBY opposed the bill in an able speech. 
He was followed by Messrs. WRIGHT, CAL- 
HOUN, and CUTHBERT, in opposition to, and 
by Mr. BERRIEN in defence of, the bill. 

The question now being, “ Shall the pill pass?” 

Mr. LINN demanded the yeas and nays, which 


il 


was passed——by yeas 27, nays 17, as follows: 
YEAS—Mesgrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 


were ordered; and, the question being put, the bill 


Choate, Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Critentien, Dayton, Evans, 
Graham, Huntington, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, 
Phelps, Porter, Preston, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, 
Tallmadge, White, and Woodbridge—27. A 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, _ 
Sturgeon, Tappan, Wilcox, Woodbury, Wright, and Young— 
17. 


The bill to provide an insane hospital for the 
District of Columbia, was read the third time, and 
passed. 

On motion of Mr. MERRICK, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of executive business; 
and, after some time spent therein, 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, July 8, 1842. 


Mr, COOPER of Georgia wished to offer a reso- 
lation, calling on the Secretary of the Treasury for 
the reasons why the report of ihe condition of the 
several banks had not been furnished. 

Mr. ANDREWS objected, and the resolution 
was not received. 

Mr. MARCHAND presented a petition for the | 
relief of William Wilson of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. FILLMORE stated that. the circulars from. 
the Treasury Department, in relation to the collec- 
tion of reveaue after June 30th, had been referred - 
to the Committee of Ways and MeansgpTaat 
committee had not had a meeting; but, on examin- 
ing the circulars, he found that they involved legal 
rather than financial questions. He, therefore, 
moved to discharge the Committee of Ways and 
Means from theix,consideration, and to refer the 
same to the Committee on the Judiciary. Agreed 


to. 

Mr. STANLY reported, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, the Senate bill reorganizing the | 
army: referred tp the Committee of the Whole on _ 
the state of the Aion. 


j THE TARIFF. 


Mr. FILLMORE, the House ree © 
igto a Committee of the Whole on 
e Union, (Mr. McKennan in the 
chair,) andergsumed the consideration of the gen- 
eral tariff DIF. The proposition before the com- 
- mitiee was Rir. SALTONSTALL’S motion to substitute 
the bill reported from the Committee on Manufac- 
tures for that reported from the Committee of ` 
Ways and Means. oF 
Mr. GWIN, who was entitled to the floor, ad- 
dressed the committee duriag the hour. He com- 
menced by referring to the remarks of the gentle. 
man from Maryland, [Mr. Kennepy,] who had, 
as he thought, endeavored to array one section of 
the Union against the other, He was glad these 
remarks had fallen from that gentleman, who was 
in a minority of 1,400, and not from a responsible 
Representative of a majority of the people of his 
district. ‘The gentleman, when endeavoring to ar- 
ray the feelings of the House against the cotton 
interests of the South, had charged the South with 
dictating the compromise act, prescribing legisla- 
tion for the rest of the Union, and advocating a 
system that operated for the benefit of foreign in- 
terests, by opening our markets to European pro- 
ductions. Were these charges true? Who but 
Henry Clay was the author of the compromise act? 
Was Mr. Clay the representative of the cotton in- 
terest? Most assuredly not. The charge made by 
the gentleman ‘was üntrue in every particular. 
How, he asked, was the cotton interest Trepre- 
sented kere? It had vut thirty members on the 
flocr cf the House, and but ten in the Senate. Add 
to these the ten from Maine—the Representatives 
of the shipping employed in the cotton trade—and 
it made but fifty Representatives out of two hun- 
dred and ninety-four, for the cotton interest, Yet 
the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Kenney] 
had attempted to array the Union against this in- 
terest, Hecould tell that genileman, ihat if it 
should be the policy of tris Congress to consider 
the cotton interest as antagonistical to other ip- 
terests in the Union, he would wake up a lion. If 
it should please Congress to pass a tariff bill op- 
pressive of ihe cotton interest, let it be done; and 
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let ihe States producing tbat staple be legislated out 
of the Union. Though they loved the Union, they 
were prepared to leave it whenever an oppressive 
system should cut them off from the enjoyment of 
its benefits. He hopec, however, that the gentle- 
man from Maryland would be alone in his svg- 
gestion, and that it would be the fate destined for 
the monstrous proposition of his colleague [Mr. 
bik C. Jounson] for the assumption of State 
ents. 

Was it true that the South had dictated its poli- 
cy to Congress? All the tariff laws since 1824 
were injurious to its interests. Years ago, the 
South was extensively engaged in the culture of 
indigo, which was an article indispensable to the 
manufacturers. How didthis section act when it 
was found that other countries could compete with 
it-in the production of this article? Did it come to 
Congress and ask protection against the large im- 
portations of the article made from foreign coun- 
tries? Itdid not look to its own selfish interest, 
but abandoned the production of the article. 

It had been stated that England took from us 
gold and silver, and refused our productions in re- 
turn for those sent us by her. Mr. G. combatted 
this argument, by referring the committee to the 
exports and imports of the Southern and South- 
western States. For years, the South had ex- 
ported more than it had imported. Take the cot- 
ton States from the Union, withdraw their exten- 
sive exports from the amount making up the sum 
total of the United States, and what foundation 
would there be for a tariff? Where would the ne- 
cessary tonnage come from? He went into a va- 
riety of statistics to show that the exports of the 
South so far exceeded the imports as to have the 
effect of drawing gold and silver from Europe to 
this country. 

He contended that the Western section of the 
Union would not be benefited by the opening of the 
British markets to its breadstuffs, because the East 
would be enabled, from its greater facilities of in- 
tercourse, to undersell it. But, even admitting 
they would be so benefited, he maintained that the 
object would not be attained by imposing restric- 
‘tions on our commerce with England. Thatcoun- 
try, he thought, would soon be compelled to yield 
its corn-laws, He did not doubt but that, in case 
we refrained from adopting unwise legislation to- 
wards the commerce with England, we should be 
made one of the favored nations with that power, 
and our productions be admitted to her markets 
upon the most advantageous terms. Had the 
grain-growers of the West any reason to com- 
plain of the cotton-growers of the South? While 
the latter consumed its many thousands of the 


breadstuffs of the former, it got none of its cotton’ 


taken in return. What the South wanted was free 
trade, and the world at large fora market. Mr. 
G. drew a vivid picture of the trade of the West 
and Southwest, as carried on with the thousand 
steamboats and flatboats of the Mississippi. Would 
the Western members have all this trade crippled? 

He next passed on to a review of our commer- 
cial relations with France, and adduced statistics 
to show that they had been annually improving ix 
our favor, until the balance of trade in favor of 
France was now reduced to a mere trifle. He no- 
ticed the fact, that an enormous amouat of the 
imports into this country came from nations that 
did not compete with usin the production of the 
articles we got from them. The commerce be- 
tween us and Spain, Portugal, and China, for some 
years back, showed an excess of imports into the 
United States, from those countries, over the ex- 
ports, of 122,000,000; the’ deficiency caused by 
which excess had been made up to us by our sur- 
plus sent to other countries. 

The tariff laws, he undertook to show, not only 
discriminated in favor of the manufactures, but also 
in favor of the preductions of the North. Look at 
the ill now proposed. The productions of those 
countries which buy our cotton are taxed heavily; 
whilst the productions of countries which buy 
Northern fabrics are to come in free, or with but a 
trifling duty. Thus the bill cuts the South with a 
two-edged sword. The articles tea and coffee, 
which are used much more extensively at the North 
than at the South, are to enter free of duty. 
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They come, too, from countries buying nothing 
from the South. Mr. G. referred to the probabil- 
ity of a treaty between France and Texas, by 
whieh the raw materials of the latter wili be ad- 
mitted into the former on the most advan@geous 
terms. He also spoke of the decline in the con- 
sumption of American cotton by Engiand, from 18 
to 6 millions—a result which had been brought 
about by our unwise legislation in cramping our 
intercourse with that nation, and which had com- 
pelled her to look to other sources for the raw ma- 
terial of her manufactures. Instead of extending 
and inereasing the consumption of our productions 
in Europe, by means of favorable treaties, we are 
endeavoring to do it at home by a tax amounting 
to restriction. It really seemed to him that the 
South, blessed as it was with a fine soil and cli- 
mate, was destined to be taxed, on account of ifs 
advantages, for the benefit of others. 

Mr. G. then reviewed the origin and causes of 
the war carried on by England against China. He 
showed the advantages which England had lost in 
being cut off from the trade with that country, 
and the connexion of the United States with that 
trade. The trade between the United States and 
China had been carried on through London; and 
the products of China purchased by us had been 
paid for by bills drawn on our cotton and other 
staples shipped to London; or else by State bonds— 
a course which had strongly helped to produce the 
present indebtedness of this country. 

He took a different view of the great right of 
search in the African seas, from that which was 
taken by most men, He thought that England 
had no very strong feeling on that subject, as to 
the principle pretended to be involved. Having 
lost a large portion of their trade in other quarters, 
he thcught it was their purpose to carry on as ex- 
tensive a trade as possible vpon tke shores of Afri- 
ca. Defeated at home, they had resolved to carry 
the war into Africa. The enterprising Yankees 
had taken up the same trade; and it was only ne- 
cessary, when an American vessel was on its 
way to those shores, to stop her, in accord- 
ance with the right of search, and, by de- 
taining her, secure the speedier arrival of the 
British cruiser, bound on the samme trading expe- 
dition. He thought if the American people would 
send au agent to the coast of Africa, charged with 
the duty of searching and detaining British vessels, 
there would be the same cutery against the right of 
search on our part, that had been raised against 
Great Britain. He (Mr. G.) would have favora- 
ble treaties concluded with foreign nations—trea- 
ties which would open the ports of Europe to our 
staples of the soil, and to our manufactures, which 
he thought could compete with those of many 
countries, even in Europe. He would have such 
a treaty concluded as would open the marts of the 
West Indies to our breadstuffs, on which such a 
high restriction was now imposed. In shert, he 
would exiend the ccmmerce of the United States, 
and open the marts of the world to our numerous 
productions. 

By opening new markets for many of our pro- 
ducts—which he showed might be effected—and ty 
thus extending our relations with other countries, 
he contended that sufficient revenue might be raised, 
at a lower rete of duties than was now proposed; 
and the reason why it did not now exist was, that 
this Government too often legislated for a part, in- 
stead of the whole, of the country. 


Mr. A. H. H. STUART contended that it was 
the duty of Congress io legislate for every interest 
of every region of tkis country; and not for one, 
to the prejudice of the other: but he also showed 
the dependence of each upon the other, and that 
the prosperity of one was felt and dispersed amongst 
the rest. Fie then replied to the arguments cf gen- 
tlemen who asserted the inequality of the tax levied 
as duty on imports; and into this branch of his ar- 
gument he entered with great minuteness. He 
next made some general remarks on the subjesi of 
protection and retaliafory duties, and glanced at 
the policy of England as he proceeded. He said, 
if all the nations of the earth had equal advan- 
toges, the docirine of free trade might be contended 
for; bui with the marine, machinery, and other ad- 
vantages which England possessed, it was vain to 


| yet nothing was accomplished. 


suppose that this country could enter into compe- 
tition with that people. But free trade‘never had 
been the policy of any country, and never would 
be; and therefore it was unprofitable to contend 
with an abstraction. 

Mr. BREWSTER said that he did not rise for 
ihe purpose of discussing the main question, bat 


‘for the purpose of explaining an amendment 


which he intended to offer when in order. The 
amendment which he intended to propose was to 
that section of the bill which imposed a duty of 
25 cents a bushel on imported wheat. He wished 
to this section to carry an amendment, allowing a 
drawback on the exportation of flour manufactured 
from foreign wheat, under such regulations as the 
Secretary of the Treasury shall prescribe. In or- 
der to make this amendment intelligible, it was 
necessary for him to review the state of our trade 
with the British Canadian ports. Mr. B. then 
gave a full and interesting statement of the com- 
merce carried on between the United States and 
the British possessions in Canada, with an acsonnt 
of the tonnage, both British and American, em- 
ployed on the lakes. 

Mr. CALVARY MORRIS addressed the com- 
mittee at length, and urged the necessity of im- 
mediate action upon a tariff, which would revive 
the credit of the Government. He understood the 
President as objecting to the late tariff bil!, not 
because of the tariff principle, but on account of 
its connexion with the distribution question. He 
had voted for the distribution, but considered it as of 
minor importance compared with the necessity that 
existed for the enactment of a proper tariff, 

Mr. M. repelled the charges and insinuations of 
late so frequent in the public journals, that he had 
changed his course on the distribution question, 
and had been bought up by Capt. Tyler. His 
course had been independer! and conscientious, and 
would need no defence among his people where he 
was known. He was willing to stand by it, and, 
if he fell, he would fall with bis country’s col- 
ors in his hands. He concluded by strenuously 
urging the settlement of the tariff question, and 
not, as had been hinted, leave it open for three 
years to come. 

Mr. R. D. DAVIS next obtained the floor. 
He commenced his remarks by saying that he was 
now fresh from the people; and, if he knew any 
thing of their opinions, the prevailing sentiment 
among them was, that the present Congress had 
been now seven months in session, without hay- 
ing done anything for the benefit of the country, 
and occupying themselves with the sole purpose of 
attempting to head the President, and force him in- 
to the adoption of measures which it was known 
he would never sanction. ‘The people did not look 
to speeches made here, in order to form their opin- 
ion upon the condiiion of public affairs; but to 
facts. What were the facts at this time presented 
te their eyes? It was well known that the land 
bill was signed by the President, only with the un- 
derstanding that, during its operation, the duties on 
imports should not go above twenty per cent. The 
President knew that the measure was not popular 
throughout the country, and yielded to it merely 
as a matter of necessity, upon the insertion of the 
twenty per cent. proviso. Since that biil was 
passed, the verdict of the people had come like a 
clap of thunder upon the measures of the extra 
session. Look at the message of the President in 
December last. He then said that the condition of the 
country required a higher rate of duties than twen- 
ty per cent.—that the tariff must be increased. 
Since that period, “Congress had gone on wasting 


„its time in managing and manccuvring, as he (Mr. 


D.) thoughi, and as he was willing to say on his 
own responsibility. 

The month of March came, and the necessity 
of doing something was more and more apparent: 
The perpetual 
game of the Whigs was going on—a game, with- 


| out an object, except that of heading the President. 


In this posture of affairs, Mr. Tyler sent in his 
message, recommending the suspension of the dis- 
tribution and the increase of the tariff. But this 
message wasnot heeded. It was not until recently 
that the “little tarif”—a bill prolonging the op- 
eration of the revenue laws prior to June 30ib, 
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‘and containing in-it the principle of distribution 
under all circumstances, though the operation of 
the-act was postponed a month—was introduced. 
Was tbere an individual in his senses who be- 
lieved, when this bill was introdaced, that the Pres- 
ident would sign i? He (Mr: D.) was aware of 
the extraordinary extent to which human credulity 
might be carried; yet he did not conceive how any 
one could have imagined that the President would 
have signed this bill. 
- ‘What other meaning could the President have 
put-upon it, except that it was part and parcel of a 
system of measures to head him? They thought 
that he would be forced, by the condition of the 
country, toconsent to the bill for one month; and 
that then, having given up the principle, they 
could incorporate it with the big bill with perfect 
success. Such operations would disgrace any 
‘party, as a party, except that party which had per- 
formed this. [Laughter.] The country witness- 
ed the spectacle of an American Congress gravely 
deliberating on a bill which every man, woman, 
and child in itknew would be vetoed. [Laughter.] 

He recollected some of the Latin lines which he 
had learned in his school days; and among them 
‘was one’ which he thought peculiarly applicable to 
the Whig party at the present time: 

“Quem Deus vult perdere, prius dementat.” 
‘Whom the gods would destroy, they first made 
mad. [Langhter.] Now the Whig party must be 
aware that the bill now under discussion, and which 
contained the distribution principle, would be cer- 
tainly vetoed if it should pass. ‘Yet they were 
progressing in their mad career, as if to force a 
veto; and, on the strength of it, hold the President 
up to the public, and make him their scapegoat. 
He vould tell the Whig party that they underrated 
the common sense of the people. The people 
would comprehend their measures and designs; 
and he said to them, prepare for their verdict. Did 
the Whig party suppose that the lightning of the 
people’s indignation would not reach them? He 
prophesied that the thunderbolt of popular wrath 
‘would come upon them like hail-stones.at a fire. 
‘But for the blindness, folly, obsdnacy, and politi- 
eal intrigues of the party here, he believed all the 
publie business of this session might have been at- 
tended to, and the Representatives returned to their 
homes three months ago. 

‘What would the Whigs do when another veto 

should come? Would they break up the session, 
and go to the people, saying that the President had 
obstructed them, and the Locofocos had obstructed 
them? He venttred to say that, with the declara- 
tien of the President before them, that he would 
sign a proper tariff bill, the people would not be so 
blind and so stupid as to be deceived by such asser- 
tions. He dared them to go before the nation on 
such an issue. 
. Mr. D. referred to the expenses of the election in 
1842, which, he said, were enormous, and bore 
heavily on the prosperity of the country. He did 
Rot mean merely the expenditure of money then 
encountered, but the extraordinary efforts which 
were made by the Whigs to secure their object, 
and the time and labor diverted from other occupa- 
tions. He sincerely believed that the cost of that 
contest was more than enough to pay off the 
present entire debt of the country. é 

He did not believe, nor had he ever been one of 
those who believed, that instantaneous and imme- 
diate relief could be afforded by any administra- 
tion. Legislation might rot, but it could not en- 
rich a people. He abhorred the doctrine that the 

people were dependent on the Governmen!; for, on 


the contrary, the Government was dependent on’ 


the people. 

He next proceeded to observe that, baving a 
Government}, it must be supported, He took that 
to ke a settled principle. He was one of those who 
were called Locorocos, and he gloried in the name; 
he was a free-trade Locofoer; and, if the time 
would permit, he wonid dwell with delight on 
those doctrines. He preferred the free-trade 
system to a high-tariff system; but he was not one 
of those heel-over-head politicians who would ad- 
here to it, whether the condition of the country 
would admit of it, or the sentiments of the people 
were ready to receive it, When the condition of 


‘the country would permit, he was for its adoption, 
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and not till then; but the time had not arrived in 

this country for a resort to free trade. If he had 

the er, he would do three things: he would 

abolf€B all indirect taxation; for all should be di- 

rect, and levied on property: he would have no pa- 

per-money; and he would purify and renovate the 

system of credit, by the destruction of everything 

like suits for debt, and make everything a debt of 

honor; and these, he believed, would work out the 

equal rights of man. He would give his support to 

a low tariff; but, in this part of his observations, he 

observed that no tariff that could be devised 

could raise sufficient reveuue for the support 

of Government for the next few years. He 
had no doubt that a debt must be contracted 
for the next two or three years; and the way in 
which he would meet that difficulty was by the re- 
duction of the expenses of the Government in 
every possible way. He was for reducing the ex- 
penses of the Government to ten or fifteen millions 
of dollars; and a tariff should not be framed to 
meet the present expenses of the Government, be- 
cause they ought not to be twenty-seven, or twenty- 
five, or even twenty-two millions of dollars. He 
would make the tariff raise eighteen or twenty mil- 
lions, and let the residue accumulate in the shape 
of a debt; and so reduce the expenditures, that, in 
eight or ten years, there should be sufficient to pay 
the expenses of the Government, and pay off the 
debt that might have accumulated before the re- 
duction of the expenses. But, above all things, 
the system that should be adopted should be per- 
manent, durable, stable, and uniform—so far as 
was practicable; for human affairs, at the best, 
were fluctuating and uncertain. He went, there- 
fore, fer a medium tariff, as the best for all inter- 
esis of the country. He went for it, though now 
a low-tariff man and a free-trade man, in the ab- 
stract and theory,—which he was ready to adopt, 
when the sentiments of the people and the condi- 
tion of the country would permit; but he did not 
think the time had now arrived to carry out those 
principles, and many a good cause was ruined by 
being precipitately urged. He would, however, 
say, in conclusion, that, though he was in favor of 
a low tariff, he would go for no tariff that contained 
the distribution principle. f 

Mr. STANLY spoke during his hour in reply to 
some preceding speakers, 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
SAUNDERS, WELLER, MATHIOT, GOR- 
DON, DANIEL, RUDSON, and BURKE; af- 
ter which the committee rose, and 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
SATURDAY, July 9, 1842, 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the Post Office Depart- 
ment, transmitting a report in compliance with the 
act of Congress of July, 1836, showing the amount 
of fines imposed, and reductions made, in the pay 
Hs Pama for the year ending 30ih June, 

Mr. WOODBURY submitted the following reso- 
lution, which lies one day under the rule: 


_ Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
inform the Senate what has been the amount of the expendi- 
ture, and tipo of receipts, paring the first half of the present 
year—stating separately, and with the sums under each gene: 

head, both of expenditures and receipts. eee 


Mr. BAYARD moved to postpone the previous 
orders of the day, for the purpose of taking up bills 
relating to the District of Columbia. 

The question was put, and the motion was dis- 
agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, it was 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be instucted to com- 
municate to the Senate an official copy of the instructions given 
by the War Department to the commissioners appointed by the 
President, under the provisions of the third article of the treat: 
between the United States and the Miami Indians, which wae 
made in the month of November, 1840, and ratified in J uly, 
1841, for the purpose of ascertaining certain debts due by said 
Indians; and for the payment of which the United States, by the 
treaty aforesaid, becomes responsible; and, also, a copy "of any 
report or award of said commissioners which is on the files of 
the War Department, on the subject of the said debts; together 
with a list of said debts, and a copy of the vouchers to prove 
said debts, and such award of the commissioners as has been 
approved by the President of the United States; and, also, al} 
correspondence on the files relating to the execution of the trea- 
ty aforesaid, 


_ conclusions of the committee. 


On motion of Mr. CALHOUN, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the adverse report of 
the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, on the 
pill for the relief of the heirs of John De Tre- 
ville. 

[It seems the committee reported against the al- 
lowance of this claim, on the ground that the indi- 
vidual under whom the heirs claimed was a pris- 
oner of war during the Revolution.] 


Mr. CALHOUN made an argument against ihe 
He deemed their 
decision, under the resolution governing the case, 
erroneons. He maintained that the circumstance 
of a meritorious and gallant soldier being a pris- 
oner of war, should be no bar to his obtaining the 
bounty which he claimed. 


Mr. BERRIEN took the same side; and Mr. 
PHELPS defended the conclusions of the commit- 
tee. The question was put, however; and the Sen- 
ate non-concurred with the commiltee. 


Mr. CALHOUN then made a motion to go into 
the consideration of the bill in this case; but, at the 
solicitation of Mr. LINN, who wished to examine 
the matter, being apprehensive that it involved a 
new class of pensioners on the Government, he did 
not press the motion. : 

On motion of Mr. MERRICK, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of executive business; 
and after some time spent therein, adjourned. 


- HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, July 9, 1842. 


Mr. WM. COST JOHNSON asked leave to of- 
fer the following resolution : 


Whereas the derangements of the currency and of commerce 
throughout the nation have seriously affected the General 
Government; embarrassed in some degree all, and in anemi- 
nent manner a Jarge majority ofthe States; and, in their gen- 
eral consequences, have depressed the value of property, 
blighted the prospects, trammelied the energies, and interrupt. 
ed the business of the whole people, of every pursuit and of 
every calling, in all the States of the Union; 

And whereas these disastrous consequences have, ina greater 
or less degree, resulted from the general legislation of Congress, 
which has augmented the expenditures of the Government be- 
yond the receipts in the treasury, and yet diminished the reves 
nues, by lessening the duties on foreign fabrics, which has au- 
thorized an unlimited importation of foreign articles either free 
of duty, or only charged with a nominal amount, even from na. 
tions who refuse to receive, or receive only with a duty so high 
as to amount almost to a prohibition, the productions of our 
farmers, planters, manufacturers, and laborers; thereby deny- 
ing not only to our own citizens all the advantages of a recipro- 
cal trade in the productions of their fields, their mines, and 
their workshops; but, by leaving a vast surplus in our own 
country, has reduced the value of our products, lessened the 
rate of wages in every branch of labor, and depreciated all 
kinds of property, while, at the same time, this want of reci- 
procity in tradeand fair interchange of productions has caused 
a continued drain of specie for the supply of those necessary 
articles which can alone be obtained from abroad, besides the 


` great amounts required for interest on an existing and accumu. 


leng foreign débt : 
And whereas the States, not foreseeing the embarri 
which now besetthem, have, with a laudable desire to advance 
their interests, to develop their resources, and, by multiply- 
ing the means and facilities of intereommunication, to bring in- 
to active operation and value much of their otherwise dormant 
wealth, have involved their credit, and incurred heavy debts in 
the prosecution of works which are calculated to strengthen 
the bonds of union, and not only multiply the avenues of com. 
merce, but augment the defences from foreign aggression; and 
yet such States now find that the debts contracted in times of 
prosperity, when capital was more plenty, and confidence 
more stable—which obligations upon them as States are oner- 
ous upon the people, and must lead to systems of direct taxa. 
tion, which willstill more depreciate the value of real and yer: 
sonal property; and, by lessening the means of the tax- ayer 
willdiminish the demand for fabrics of every kind, as wel the 
products of our own industry as the importations of necessa. 
ries from abroad, solong as these debts are unliquidated, d 
the poaplaare raed for their redemption : ei, 
nd whereas the obligations which h i 
however improvident several of thein mayne: Deen nates ie 
the less binding; and the idea of legal and honorable ‘debts be 
ing repudiated must be repugnant to every people who have 
been schooled to moral and christian duties, and, with a fore 
knowledge of their responsibilities, have intrusted to their 
agents the powersin the exercise of which those very debts 
have been created; and as embarrassing as may be the dis 
charge of their liabilities, any and every inconvenience ou, ht 
to be endured rather than that a nation’s or a State’s honor 
should be tarnished; for while providential calamities may, for 
a time, afflict a people, and sweep away millions of Th i 
wealth, well-directed industry will eventually restore o5: 
perity; but a stain upon a State’s or a nation’s honor wilPattach 
to every individual belonging to such State or nation, and his 
tory make the geep disgrace and infamy immortal: ` K 
nd whereas the present calamitous conditi f i 
been brought upon the ration, the States, cat the eae his 
the joint action of law-makers in the National and State, co : 
cils, composed, in a greater or less degree, of both the olitical 
parties of the times, and affect equally, in the general res ait 
persons of all parties —thereforea sense of common interes sot 
common duty, directed by an enlightened patriotism demand, 
that those who possess the power and the means should witb 
as little delay as practicable, adopt such wise and salutary 
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Measures as will, with the least inconvenience to the people, 
while based on principles of sound policy. and liberal equity, 
xestore public and private confidence, maintain the credit of 
the people of these States, and of this Union, in its wonted 
high character and standing: therefore— 

Resolved, That a select committee of ——— members be ap- 
pointed to examine into the causes of the embarrassments of 
the Government, the States, and the people; and to report, by 
bill or otherwise, such measures of speedy and permanent 
relief as they may deem salutary, expedient, and required to 
meet the exigencies of the country. 

_ Objections being made by several to the recep- 
tion of the resolution— 

Mr. JOHNSON moved to suspend the rules for 
the purpose of receiving it. 

Mr. KENNEDY of Indiana called for the yeas 
and nays; which, being ordered, resulted in yeas 
7, nays 132. 

So the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON offered the following 
resolution, which was considered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be, and are 
hereby, instructed to inquire into the contract for the removal 
of the Cherokee Indians to the west of the Mississippi; the 
amount contracted to be paid for the removal; the amount 
actually paid; how, and by what officer, the account of the 
contractor was settled and allowed; whether there was any 
appeal from such settlement, and the decision on the appeal; 
and whether the decision was final or not; by what officer, and 
by whatauthority, the account was reopened, and finally settled 
and allowed; and out of what fund such account was paid, to 
‘whom paid, and on what authority, Also, to inquire whether any, 
and what, other offers had been made for their removal, and 
why not accepted; and whether any farther, and what further 
action of Congress should be had for the protection of the 
Cherokees, or to guard the public treasury; and that said com. 
mittee have power tosend for persons and papers. 

Mr. ADAMS, from the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, reported, without amendment, the bill 
from the Senate for the relief of Alexander Ham- 
mitt, 

A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Dickins, their Secretary, stating that they had 
passed a bill, entitled “An act providing further 
remedial justice in the courts of the United States;” 
and in which they asked the concurrence of the 
Fouse. 

On motion by Mr. BARNARD, the bill. was 
then taken up, read twice, and referredt0 the 
Commitee on the Judiciary. d 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the House re- 
solved itself into Committee ofthe Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. McKunwan Of Pennsyl- 
vania in the chair,) and resumed the £onsideration 
of the bill to provide revenue from igiports, and to 
modify the several acts imposing ‘duties on im- 
ports; the question being on the motion of Mr. 
Sautonstars to amend the bill, by substituting for 
it the tariff bill reported by the Committee on 
Manufactures. 


Mr. SUMMERS, who was entitled to the floor, 
addressed the commiitee in an hour’s speech, in 
support of the policy of laying discriminating du- 
ties, and, in that way, giving incidental protection 
to domestic manufactures. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia then obtained the floor, 
and addressed the committee during the hour. He 
commenced by saying that there were four modes 
of collecting revenue for the Government: first, by 
imposts on articles, none of which were made in 
this country; secondly, by imposis alike on ail 
articles entering our ports—a horizontal tariff; 
thirdly, by imposts upon articles manufactured in 
the country, with a view to protection; and, fourth- 
ly, by a system of internal taxes. Speaking for 
himself alone, he had no hesitation in avowing that 
he believed that a system of internal taxes was 
the true and proper policy of this country, and 
would operate more equal y iban any other upon 
every section of the Union. The system of protec- 

tion he regarded as a system of plunder. When 
he spoke of protection to the industry of the coun- 
try, he meant the manufacturing industry—protec- 
tion to the manufacturers. Theirs was the least 
interest of the country. Yet such was the zeal of 
their advocates, that the people were made to be- 
lieve that the welfare of the nation depended upon 
their prosperity or adversity. The commercial in- 


terests of the country were more important, and 
had more capital invested in them. Agriculture, 
however, was the great interest on which all others 
rested for support. It was an interest in which 
seven times as much capital was-invested as there 
was in manufactures and commerce. 

The question before-the committee, and which 
he should discuss, was the amendment to the bill 
offered by the chairman of the Committee on 
Manufactures, {Mr. Sarrowstauy.] He regarded 
it, then, as a question involving the protection of 
the manufacturing interests; for the subject would 
not have been referred to the C: mmittee on Manu- 
factures, had it not been with a view to give pro- 
tection. What, he asked, was the principle of pro- 
tection, but a direct attempt to levy on the other 
branches of industry? The great interests of agri- 
culture and commerce, which constituted the great 
body of the wealth of the country, were to be taxed 
for the benefit of manufacturing industry. One 
interest eame forward and said it was languishing, 
and must be revived by legislative enactments, 
This interest confessedly could not subsist without 
aid from the Government. The remaining great 
interests of the country must be taxed for its sup- 
port. What was the reason the manufactures 
could not thrive without this invidious distinction 
in their favor? Plainly because labor and capital 
employed in other avocations were more profitable 
and attended with richer rewards. It would be, 
he maintained, a species of the most extreme folly 
for Congress, by its legislation, to take away labor 
and capital from agriculture, and turn it to the less 
profitable business of manufacturing. Would such 
a policy be wise? Should Congress interfere with 
the pursuits of life, to diminish the agricultural 
wealth of the country? 


He replied to the views of his colleague, [Mr. 
Srvarr,] who had said that, if the consumer paid 
the duty on imports, it would be equally true, if 
the same duties were placed on exports, that the 
consumer of those exports would also pay that; 
and had hence argued that England would have to 
pay any tax that our Government might impose 
upon its exports to her. He replied to this posi- 
tion, by saying that, if England were obliged to 
buy our exports, she would of course pay any tax 
we might impose upon them. But England was 
not compelled to take the productions of the Uni- 
ted States. She might lock to other countries, 
and thence receive her supplies. To prove that it 
was true that the consumer paid the tax imposed 
on imports, he would quote from the language of 
one wbo was good authority in certain quarters of 
the Elouse. He quoted from the speech of Henry 
Clay a passage, in which it was insisted ‘that the 
consumption of an article was in proportion to its 
price,” &e. This wzs the opinion of the father of 
the American system, spoken in the debate upon 
the compromise bill. 


But if it was not true that the amount of duty 
imposed entered into the price of the article and 
was paid by the consumer, why did the manufac- 
turing interest wish the tariff increased? Why was 
a high tariff so strenuously advocated, and so 
many petitions sent here from the manufacturers 
all over the country in its favor, if the effect would 
be an increase of prices? The object was plain. 
It was to raise the prices of their goods, and add 
to their profit. But gentlemen had said that this 
bounty, paid to the manufacturers, weat towards 
the benefit of the consumers. Let them take Eng- 
land, and view her pauper population. There was 
an evidence of the benefit of the protective system! 
Her population, generally, living upon the lowest 
pittance; and her operatives reduced to a state of 
beggary! The bounties afforded the manufacturers 
had forced them into the markets of the world, and 
bad compelled them to sell at the lowest rates. 
He pointed, emphatically, to Eugland, for aa ex- 
ample of the bounty sysiem. What was more ex- 
traordinary and more obnoxious, the farmers of 
the country, who raised millions of bushels of wheat, 


had to pay those bounties for ihe benefit of the 
manufacturers. 

He replied to the arguments of his colleague 
from the Kenawha district [Mr. Summers] in favor 
of a duty on salt. His colleague had complained 
of the reduction in the price of tbat article; but did 
not that reduction result from the breaking up of 
an odious salt monopoly which formerly existed in 
the country? This monopely actually paid indi- 
viduals who had salt-springs for not opening 
them, and they carried on their operations at a 
ruinous cost to the country around, who had to 
buy their salt. He thought that with 16 cents a 
bushel for their salt, which bis colleague had said 
was the present price, they could do a very profita- 
ble business. 

But he objected to the revenue system which was 
propesed. With such bigh rates of duties, he held 
it would be impossible to collect the revenue which — 
would arise. He peinted to England, with her 
immense military and naval establishments, and 
her powerful and well-organized custom-heuse 
corps: even she, with all these advantages, and 
with but a small territory, could not enforce her 
revenue laws, and was unable to prevent smug- 
gling. He referred to the various operations which 
were proposed to get goods into England free of 
duty, and the frequent instances of travellers buy- 
ing goods in France, at an advance of only 20 or 
30 per cent., deliverable free of charge in Lon- 
don. If, in spite of all the regulations adopted in 
England, duties could not be collected upon the 
whole of the imports of the country, how could we 
expect to accomplish such an object, wilh our 
8,000 miles of frontier? Did gentlemen suppose 
that the system of plunder legalized by a high pro- 
tective tariff would be tolerated? He assured 
them it would not. Smugglers would run into the 
thousand inlets upon eur coast, and laugh at the 
custom-house regulations. He gave instances of 
the smuggling carried on in France and Germany, 
and thence inferred that it could not be prevented 
under any high tariff that might be adopted. 


It should be remarked that gentlemen who ad- 
vocated this bill were, for the mest part, the advo- 
cates of high expenditures on the part of the Fed- 
eral Government. Some there were who seemed 
reckless as to the amount of meney which they 
voted to expend. Claims, as old as the Govern- 
ment itself—claims which had been rejected year 
after year-—were ripped up from their oblivion, for 
the purpose of swelling the amcunt of federal ex- 
penditures. The cry was, ‘Give us but a reve- 
nue tariff;? yet, if all the appropriations urged 
by the advocates of this “revenue tariff” should 
be voted, the amount would be such as to afford 
the most enormous protection, if not the effect of 
an entire prohibition. Š 

He then entered into a statement of the amount 
of tonnage entering our ports from foreign coun- 
tries at various periods. In 1800, when our pop- 
ulation was five millions, the tonnage was 669,000; 
in 1810, 984,060; and in 1841, with a population. — 
of seventeen millions, but 899,000—thus showing 
an actual falling off, though the population of the 
country had increased at an unparalleled rate. 
Here was one of the consequences of the protec- 
tive system., 

He entered into a statement and compariron of 
the home tonnage of England, France, and the 
United States—showing the power of our country 
in this respect; and how, if not cramped, she 
would become tne first nation in the world. 

He replied to the argument that oar cottone 
planters should find a home market for their prod- 
uce. The production of the United States was 
21,000,000 bales. Of this, 350,060 would supply 
all ihe manufacturers of this country. Where, 
then, was the home market which those gentlemen 
spoke of? It would take 700,000 bales to supply 
the country; but that included whites, blacks, and 
ail. 350,000 would supply all those connected 
with ‘the manufacturing interest. He wentinto a 
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variety of-iins 
wiews:*. °° ; 


He next proceeded; by. tabular statements, to 


show how the system operated on American prices. 
He also examined ihe doctrine that a tariff pro- 
duced jow prices. He likewise glanced at the 
Jand question, and was proceeding with an elabor- 
ate.speech when his hour expired. 
Mri STUART of Ilinois supported the tariff 
meagure. 0° 45 : 
ME REYNOLDS, after a few preliminary ob- 
- servations; said that, in his judgment,‘all this de- 
pate about protection and anti-protection was a 
mêre abstraction. Was there a man in the House 
that would say that the Government should stop, 
for want of money to carry on its operations? Sup- 
pose “his Locofoco friends were in power: why, 
they would be obliged to give protection to domes- 
tie manufactures, from the necessity of raising rev- 
enue enough to pay the debts of the Government, 
and carry on its operations. Such kind of pro- 
tection was incidental to tue necessity of the casey 
and the only thing that gentlemen could do, would 
be'to make as little revenue answer as possible, by 
yeducing our expenditures. . His friend from Vir- 
ginia, [Mr. Smrri,] who was up a while ago, had 
avowed that he was opposed to ‘the policy of pro- 
tection, but was willing to give such incidental pro- 
tection as the necessity of raising revenue afford- 
ed: Now, he wished to say a word to that gentle- 
man, as he was his friend, and he considered him 
a man of talents, and sincerely desirous to pro- 
mote the good cf the country. Now, he was sorry 
to hear that gentleman say that he was opposed to 
protection, while, at the same time, he went for a 
large navy and a large army, and everything that 
would involve a heavy expenditure, and, as a nat- 
ural consequence, a high protective tariff. But to 
Yeturn to the subject of protection, which, he con- 
sidered, must be given in an incidental way, while 
providing for the wants of the General Govern- 
ment. Suppose the gentleman from South Caroli- 
na; [Mr. Pickens,] who went, the other day, for 
free trade, were Presiden!: why, if he wanted the 
Government to go on, he would be obliged to give 
protection tomanufactures, while he is raising rev- 
enue; it would be impossible to do otherwise. 


His colleague, [Mr. Stuart,] who had just made 
an excellent Whig speech, in the course of his res 
marks expressed a very strong disapprobation to 
the system of direct taxation. He said that a di- 
rect tax was odious, and that it would be odious 
for an American to let a tax-gatherer enter his 
house. Was this a docirine for an American 
statesman, such as he knew his colleague to be? 
‘Was it right to deceive the people in this way? 
The gentleman from Maryland (Mr. Kenney] 
had’advanced pretty much the same doctrine; and 
though the people of Baltimore read only the Whig 
papers, they were intelligent, and could hardly be 
brought to believe it. Did the gentleman suppose 
that the people, when they go into a store and buy 
a pair of boots, don% know how much they pay 
for the article, and how much for the tax on it? 
The people knew that the Government must be 
supported, and would be willing to contribute their 
share, whether paid to a tax-gatherer, or in the 
shape of duties added to the price of the articles 
they purchase. What odium was there, then, m 
the tax-gatherer’s calling on the people for their 
taxes? Did not the tax-gatherers on the part of 
the States do the same thing every day, without in- 
curring any odium? What odium was there in a 

man’s going to a house to collect a just debi? and 
a tax was a just debt due the Government. 

If the gentleman’s constituents were opposed to 
that, Mr. R. said that his constituents were not; for 
they-understood the matter well, and were in a 
situation now to know all about money matters, 
As to the amount of revenue to be collected, he 
was convinced that it would be less under a system 
of direct taxation than under the present one. It 
might be brought dowa to the thirteen millions 
which the Whig party proposed as the maximum 
of protection before the last election. Then, as to 
the: philosophy and morality of the thing: where 
was'the difference between direct taxes, and taxes 
collected in such a way that the tax-payer cannot 
Understand how much is collected from bim? For 


trations to prove the truth of these: |] 
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bis part, he: gave the. preference to the former, as 
the most just and equal in its operations, Mr. R. 
further-went on to answer the objections as to the 
expense of this mode of collecting revenue, and to 
show that it was by far the least expensive; but he 
said he was not yet prepared to go fcr it. He 
merely threw out these suggestions for the consider- 
ation of his constituents, believing that, in time, 
the country would find the advantage of coming 
to it. f 

| Mr. R. after réfuting the charge made by his 
colleague, that the Democratic party was responsi- 
ble for the evils inflicted by the banking system, 
asked him if that would be a sufficient excuse for 
the Whig party not redeeming their pledges, even 
if he could prove it to be true. His colleague 
seemed to think that the failure of the pet banks to 
perform what was expecied of them, was a suffi- 
cient reason why the Whig party should have fail- 
ed to redeem their pledges. Why, they promised 
to the people, before the Presidential election, roast 
beef and two dollars a day; and because the pet 
banks failed long before the promise was made, 
they felt justified in not performing it. 

There was another promise which they had not re- 
deemed—and that was on the subject of proscrip- 
tion for opinion’s sake. Before the elections, they 
preached all over the country that no man should 
be proscribed for opinion’s sake; and the country 
had seen how that promise had been kept. Mr. R. 
here referred to several cases of proscription in his 
own State, and in the Territories; dwelling partic- 
ularly on the proscription of Gen. Dodge—whcse 
services and sacrifices he highly extolled—to make 
room for J. D. Doty. The continuance of this 
man Doty in the office from which such a man 
had been removed, was sufficient evidence, if none 
other were wanting, that there had been no such 
coalition between the Democratic party and the 
een as had been charged in the course of this 

ebate. 


Mr. R. replied to the various charges of coalition 
between the Democratic party and President Ty- 
ler. He admitted that the present was a better 
Cabinet than the first, and hoped that the next 
would be still better than either. Should the Pres- 
ident draw around bim a Democratic Cabinet, and 
support Democratic measures, the party would no 
doubt sustain him, as they ought, in justice and 
equity, todo. But he denied any combination be- 
tween the party and the President. He thought 
that his people would not be willing to enter into 
any compromise or arrangement, after what had 
happened to the universally esieemed Gov. Dodge, 
who was put out by this Administration to make 
room for Doty. Could there bea contract be- 
tween two parties without’a consideration? He 
(Mr. R.) bad not been able to get a postmaster re- 
moved. How could he support any one at the 
White House, when he could not get any of his re- 
quests complied with? 

He should go for the candidate nominated in the 
Democratic convention, for he thought it matiered 
not what might be the man’s name, provided he 
was true in principle. Let the candidate be Cal- 
houn, Buchanan, Tom Benton, or Van Buren, he 
should supporthim. [A voice, “Or Colonel John- 
son.”| Colonel Johnson he preferred to all others; 
but he was afraid the Colonel would not be adopt- 
ed. [Laughter.] 

He replied to the assertions of his colleague, [Mr. 
Sruart,] who charged that the Democratic Ad- 
ministration had left the country as a legacy a debt 
of $24,000,000. What did Secretary Forward 


say? The House had bis statement, on oath, that | 


it was but $5,000,000. He put the certificate of 
this Whig Secretary—put in office by the Whigs— 
against the assertions of those who accused Mr. 
Van Buren of leaving a large debt upon the coun- 
try. Of the present debt, $20,000,000 had been 
incurred by the Whig Administration. 

He referred to the charges of extravagance made 
against Mr. Van Buren’s administration, and 
cited a number of items of expense which could 
not bave been avoided. Those who did not go 
for high protection be would recommend to adyo- 
cate the raising of a small amount of revenue, 

Here Mr. BOTTS said he advocated a tariff for 
revenue, with incidental protection, 


Mr: REYNOLDS. Everybody goes for that. 
[Laughter.] But if gentlemen were sincere in go- 
ing for a revenue tariff only, he begged them not 
to vote high expenditures. Ha referred to the 
$200,000,000 of private claims now hanging 
around the Capitol, and waiting for the action of 
Congress, and the claimants all anxiously expect- 
ing the passege of an increased tariff. These 
claimants bad recently held a convention, and put 
themselves under organization to attain their ob- 
ject. Members of Congress were daily beseiged at 
their boarding houses by the_importunities of these 
men. i n 

Mr. R. reviewed several charges made in the 
Presidential campaign against Mr. Van Buren. 
The standing army and the Hooe case, he said, 
had given the Democratie party much trouble. 
From the activity taken in the Hooe case by the 
gentleman from Richmond, [Mr. Borrs,] he had 
supposed that his first movement in a Whig Cen- 
gress would be to introduce a Dill to change the 
present law. 

Mr. BOTTS said he never expected to have 
that case repeated. 

Mr. REYNOLDS. No! I reckon you never 
expect to have another hard-cider and coon-skin 
campaign. [Laughter] Mr. R. concluded, by 
depicting what he thought would be the result of a 
Democratic. administration—free trade, a sound 
metallic currency, no broken banks, and no unjust 
and partial legislation. z 

Mr. UNDERWOOD spoke, during the hour al- 
lotted to him, in favor of protection. 

Mr. WALLACE: said the strange assumptions, 
and singularly bold assertion—if they pleased, ar- 
guments—which had been repeatedly made by the 
anti-protection, free-trade party, compelled him, 
in justice to himself and that portion of the people 
that he represented, to expose, as far as he was 
able, some of the many errors and absurdities with 
which he conceived they abounded. He then 
replied to the speech of a colleague, by which he 
conceived injustice was done to the State from 
which he came, by its tendency to create the im- 
pression that Indiana was ultra-radical on this sub- 
ject. He next argued that the protective policy of 
Europe rendered protection here necessary. 

Mr. BEESON said that no tariff that could be 
framed could pay the expenses of this Government 
for the next three years, at the end of which period 
there: must inevitably be.a debt of $50,000,000, 
What, then, was all the argument they had heard in 
favor of protection? He maintained that there were 
no such things as foreign imports; the whole system 
was but one of transmutation. If he sold John 
Bull a bushel of wheat, and got a hoe in return, he 
got it as the produce of his labor, on which a high 
tariff would impose a tax. In his opinion, the best 
tariff would be the greatest possible reduction of 
the expenses of the Government. 

He denounced the distribution of the proceeds of 
the public lands as so much seramble-money, 
which was injurious to the States it was intended 
to benefit; and advocated a tax on bank notes, as 
one mode ôf raising revenue, which would be ben- 
eficial to the entire country. 

Mr. P. @. GOODE commenced with some ọb- 
servations on an article which had appeared in the 
New York Courier and Enquirer, for which, and 
whose correspondent here, he expressed the utmost - 
contempt; and said. he should not have noticed 
them at all, but that the article had found its way 
into the papers of his district. 

He entered into some details of his conversion 
to Tylerism, of which he had been accused, and 
then stated that some tables which he had prepared 
on the subject of the tariff, and some observations 
which he designed to make thereon, he would pub- 
lish without occupying the time of the House 
therewith, 

Mr. HASTINGS next addressed the House in 
opposition to a tarif. He was succeeded by Mr 
RANDALL of Maine and Mr. READ. i 
And then the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, July 11, 1842. 


The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 


ate resolutions purporting to have been adopted 


by. the Democratic Whig General Committee, at a 


meeting held in the Broadway House, New York. 
The resolutions eulogized the Whig majority in 
both Houses of Congress, for their persevering ef- 
forts to enact a protective tariff and a bank, and 
their efforts to. perpetuate the distribution act, &e.; 
and condemned,.in harsh terms, the President of the 
United States, for the obstacles he had interposed 
to prevent the consummation of the Whig policy. 

Mr. KING made some remarks te the purport 
that, whilst he would be the last man to place im- 
pediments in the way of the fullest expression, by 
any portion of the people, of their views of the 
measures pursued by all parties, and their opin- 
ions as to what policy would best subserve the in- 
terests and prosperity of the country; yet he sug- 
gested whether there might not be an impropriety 
in the Senate permitting itself to be made the chan- 
nel through which committees of this character 
might vent their personal invective against an ex- 
ecutive officer, because he had exercised his con- 
stitutional rights. The resolutions proposed no 
legislation, but merely expressed personal feeling 
towards the President; and he (Mr. K.) thought, 
‘whatever might be their opinions personally of that 
officer, the Senate should, at least, respect the of- 
fice, and should not lessen its own dignity by be- 
coming the organ of committees for the purpose, 
just abuse on that officer. 

Messrs. CRITTENDEN, BARROW, and 
ARCHER maintained that the resolutions were 
decorous in language, and that the PRESIDENT pro 
tem. had but done his daty in presenting them; and 
that they should be received and printed. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN made the motion that they 
be printed. Tey were referred to the Committee 
on Printing for that purpose. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented three memorials 
from Philadelphia, similar to a number already 
presented, urging upon Congress the propriety of 
creating a stock of $200,000,000, to be distributed 
among the States and Territories, as a basis of a 
sound currency, &c.: referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. MILUER presented a memorial from Sus- 
sex county, New Jersey, praying that protection 
may be afforded to the agricultural and sanufac- 
turing interests of the country, by the imposition of 
an adequate duty on foreign imports. 
table. : 

Mr. PRESTON offered the following resolution# 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested, if it be not inconsistent with the public! interest, to 
communicate to the Senate the recent correspondetice between 
the Republic of Mexico and this Government ig relation to 
Texas. f z 

He would ask the consent of the Senate to enter 
upon the consideration of the resolution ‘this morn- 
ing, inasmuch as the subjectis one of deep national 
' ipgerest, It calls for information which may de- 

mand the immediate attention of this bady 

He was sure a majority of the Senators present 
had seen, in the public papers this mouting, the 
translation of a better addressed by the Secretary of 
Foreign Relations of the Republic of Mexico to the 
Secretary of State of the United States; but pub- 
lished at Mexico before it had left that country 
for the United States. 

This extraordinary letter, he felt constrained fo 
say, was calculated to excite great anxiety in this 
country. It appeared to him there was an obvious 
necessity, under the circumstances, for Congress 
to be placed in possession of full information on the 
subject—at least so far as the Executive may judge 
it compatible with the public interest to make the 
communication required. It is desirable that Con- 

- gress should know, as speedily as practicable, what 
has taken place between the constituted authorities 
‘of both countries. 

He would beg leave to read a single paragraph 
towards the conclusion, for the purpose of showing 
the character and temper of the letter to which ks 
had alluded. After detailing what the Mexican 
Secretary of State supposes to have been the con- 

“duct of the United States Government with regard 
, to Texas, the writer proceeds to make these re- 
marks: “ Such conduct the Mexican Government 
cannot comprehend; and although animated with 
‘a sincere desire that the relations now happily 


plainly indicated in the resolution, of heaping un- 
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existing between this Republic and the United 
States may not suffer the least alteration, it feels 
bound, in frankness, to repeat, in the most formal 
manner, iis former protest against the tolerance 
before mentioned, a continuance of which it will 
regard as a positive act of hostility against this 
Republic, and will regulate its conduct as justice, its 
own interests, and the national dignity may demand.” 

Now, it must be obvious to every Senator that 
the force of the sentence consists in the implied 
threat. It amounts fo this—that a conticuation of 
the condition of things complained of will be con- 
sidered as authorizing hostilities. 

A declaration of this nature, made in a manner 
so formai and official, presented, in his opinion, a 
matter for the gravest consideration. He trusted— 
indeed, he had no doubt—that the Government of 
the United States bad answered this communica- 
tion in a manner becoming its own dignity, and in 
that temper of forbearance which should ever 
characterize the conduct of a powerful nation deal- 
ing with one like Mexico. But, while he trusted 
that this Government had answered Mr. Bocane- 
gra’s letter with forbearance, he felt satisfied it had 
Seen done with a just regard to our own dignity, 
and with that firmness which the occasion re- 

uired. 

Mr. SEVIER did not see why there should be so 
much sensitiveness exhibited in regard to every 
little demonstration made by Mexico, while an- 
other foreign power—he meant Great Britain—was 
allowed to hector and bully as muchas she pleased, 
with impunity. Itseemed as if this Government 
could fold its arms, and quietly listen to any indig- 
nity from Great Britain, but could not bear a word 
from poor, feeble, contemptible little Mexico, 
without treating it as a declaration of war. 

Mr. ALLEN would be glad, if it was agreeable 
to the Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. PRES- 
TON,] to let the resolution lie over till to-morrow, 
to have an opportunity of offering an amendment 
in relation to the state of affairs between this Gov- 
ernment and Great Britain. He had long been of 
opinion that, if any ill-feeling or hostility were to 
grow up between Mexico and this country, it 
would be through the instrumentality of Great 
Britain. He could not, therefore, help thinking 
that, in any demonstration made by that Republic, 
Great Britain was equally involved. The inquiry 
in his opinion, should reach to all the matters of 
controversy connected with the designs on the 
South, and the commerce of the Southwest territo- 
ries of this continent. 7 

Mr. PRESTON did not like to have his resolu- 
tion complicated with extraneous matier. He 
wished the inquiry to be confined to the single ob- 
ject to which the publication of the Mexican Minis- 
ter’s letter had this morning drawn.his attention. 
His first impression, on reading the passage he had 
quoted, was, that it amounted to a threat of war on 
the spot; and he wished very much to know, with 

_ as little delay as possible, what course of reply this 
: Government had taken, and which it might be con- 
i sistent with the public interests to communicate. 

{ With regard to the great sensitiveness in rela- 
‘tion to anything said by Mexico, to which the 


'| Senator from Arkansas had referred, he begged 


leave to inform the Senator that he had no greater 
sensitiveness on the subject of Mexico than he 


other foreign power, under the same circumstances. 
If the same letter had been written by a British 
minister, he would have considered it equally his 
duty to offer such a resolution. The duty imposed 
upon him, as head of the committee over which he 
had the honor to preside, would have been equally 
imperative in the one case as the other. 


He could not, however, see the propriety of 
mixing up the affairs of Great Britain with the af- 
fairs of Mexico. The relations of this country 
with England are subjects of pending negotiation 
with a special minister from Great Britain; du- 
ring which negotiation; there would be a manifest 
impropriety in calling for any untimely informa- 
tion. But there was a peculiar propriety in the 

: inquiry relative to the published letter of the Mex- 
| ican Secretary of State. He bas made his appeal 


to the diplomatic agents of all the foreign Govern- 
“ments, and placed before them grave charges 


would have with regard to Great Britain, or any | 


against this country. He (Mr. P.) took. it for 
granted that the resident minister cf the United 
States had met these charges, and repelled ihem with 
becoming spirit. . ee 

He was just informed by a friend that these 
charges had been communicated in writing to-all. 
the diplomatic agents at Mexico, except the Amer- | 
ican Minister—thus more empbatically giving them 
a hostile character. He would repeat, that he 
trusted this Government had answered the letter of. 
the Mexican Secretary of Siate with moderation 
and forbearance, but, at the same time, with digni- 
ty and firmness becoming the occasion. i 

Mr. SEVIER asked what objection there was to 
procuring information of the condition of our nego- 
tiations with England? Were we to have war or 
not? He would like to know. He had not the slight- 
est objection to show towards Mexico, though she 
was a weak nation, the same consideration that 
was shown to other countries. How was it with 
reference to Canada, a year or two go? The com- 
mander of the army was sent there to prevent cur 
people going over and taking pert in their 
troubles; and yet many went, were captured by’ 
the authorities, tried, and some punished by. ban- 
ishment, and others by being hanged; and no war 
had resulted from it. Have they done so with re- 
gard to Mexico? They had allowed their citizens > 
to take part in the war with Texas, and Mexico 
had treated them but as prisoners of war—had sur- 
rendered them to this Government. We sat by 
and saw our citizens who cressed the Northern 
frontier, banished and harged, and said not a 
word, although we had our military men and the 
whole resources of the Government brought into 
requisition to prevent them from taking part in 
the rebellion. 


How was it with regard to the Texan war? Had 
an army been sent to New Orleans to prevent our 
citizens from taking part in i? No such thing. 

_The only effort we made was made on paper—by 
proclamation, Why should we show more sensi- 
tiveness m regard to Mexico, than in regard to 
Great Britain? All Mexico can do is to talk and 
protest. Let her protest. Who cares? If the 
Senator would move to make the inquiry with ree 
gard to both powers, he would heartily join him. 
But he felt humbled at coming here to talk of war 
with a contemptible, pitiful power, and, at the 
same time, to fold their arms in the face of one 
who was capable of giving a hard fight, if not. of 
whipping us. And to show our rexard to Great 
Britain, the other day the famous remedial justice 
bill had to be passed, for fear that some one, who 
might come across and destroy cur property and 
murder our citizens, if he should be punished for it 
by the State authorities, would involve us in a war 
with her. But while we are afraid of Great 
Britain whipping us, we take up a newspaper, 
where we find the correspondence of a mad Span- 
iard; and upon that call upon the Secretary to fur- 
nish us with the official correspondence between 
the Government of Mexico and this Government. 
What is to grow out of it? Because this man has 
protested against the conduct of the United Sates, 
are we going to make war upon Mexico, founded 
merely upon this correspondence? He did not 
know what the eall would be made for, unless it 
. was to show the inconsistency of our course towards 
the two countries—that we were for war in regard 
to the weaker one, and for peace in regard to the 
stronger. Unless the inquiry in regard to Great 
Britain was added, he would not vote for the reso- 
lution. 

Mr. PRESTON asked if the Senator raised any 
objection to the consideration of the resolution? 

Mr. SEVIER said, Certainly noi; be thought it 
might as well be considered now as at any time, if 
it must be considered at all. z” a 

Mr. PRESTON observed that he saw, by the. 
paper in the hands of the Senator from Ohio, 
(Mr. ALLen,] that be proposed offering his 
amendment; and, in that case, he supposed the 
consideration of the subject would have to lie over 
till to-morrow. If that was the Senaior’s inten- 
tion, he thought the shortest way to reach it would 
be to object- to the consideration of the resolution 
to-day. But he boped the Senator would see that 
there was no necessity for mixing up the affairs of 
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ireat Britain with those of Mexico, in any inquiry 
of this nature. : 


Here was a letier, published in Mexico, making ` 


charges against the United States Government, ac 
wompanied with a threat. of such a nature as to 
rouse the feelings of every American citizen. It was 
Not, therefore, without some surprise that he saw 
“the Senator from Arkansas making so light of the 
matter, andtaking part with Mexico. ‘To vindi- 
cate Mexico ih this threat, is to admit that the 
Waited States have done whathas been scrupulously 
avoided, and at the same time to side against Texas. 
Jf ‘the Senator has any similar ground of in- 
quiry. in relation to Great Britain, let it be brought 
forward in a distinct resolution. H certainly does 
Not mean to assert that the executive and legislative 
branches of this Government have not done their 
duty. He could with confidence say that both the 
executive and legislative branches had done every 
thing in their power to do, to preserve good faith 
with Mexico, and to prevent, as much as in 


, = their power, the citizens of the United States from 


interfering in the dispute between Mexico and 
Texas. But this Government had no control over 
the individual aclion of its citizens, whenever they 
chose to’ go abroad to fight for any other country; 
and should not be held accountable for individual 
action, which it not only does not authorize, but 
which it discountenancer. At the same time, he 
was free to admit that, as far as his own indi- 
, vidual feeling went, it was entirely in sympathy 
with young Republics for their independence. 
‘Texas, since the battle of San Jacinto, had been ac- 
kknowledged as an independent Republic by the 
United States, by Great Britain, France, and every 
‘other country but Mexico. And while he would 
mot violate any national obligation to Mexico, he 
would be sorry to deny the right of individual 
citizens of the United Siates to go beyond our own 
territory, and take such part with a neighboring 
Republic as their sense of justice or feelings might 
prompt them to take. 
Mr. SEVIER said the Senator from South Caro- 
lina (Mr. Presron] had made a statement in re- 
gard to this matter, to which he felt hound to reply. 
‘What he found fault with was, that a newspaper 
publication should serve as the ground for going to 
war with Mexico; while they were as silent as the 
grave with regard to the differences that existed 
between this country and other powers. This was 
the issue. He had voted for the independence of 
Texas. Many of his constituents and dearest 
friends from boyhood, whom he held in the highest 
estimation, were residents of that country—having 
been thrown into it by the ranning of the bound- 
ary-line between jt and Arkansas He had no 
objection that our citizens should fight for liberty 
anywhere: let them war where they pleased. 
‘What he complained of was, that the Senator 
shouid be finding fault with the conduct of Mexico, 
while he takes especial care to avoid doing so with 
regard to that ef Great Britain. Her course of 
conduct had been less offensive than that of Great 
Britain. Looking at the matter in this point of 
view, he was ashamed and humiliated to witness 
in the American Senate a warlike demonstration 
against an insignificant power, while they were 
afraid to ulter a whisper against a power which 
had shown herself sufficiently formidable to give 
us a hard fight. 
The Senator from South Carolina had said that 
‘we had pursued the same course in relation to 
Mexico as to Great Britain. He (Mr. S.) denied 
that we had done so. The purpose for which the 
commanding officer was sent to ihe Western fron- 
tier was to preserve peace between us and the In- 
dian tribes; and yet the Senator wished to hold him 
up as vindicating the course which Mexico had 
taken. His complaint was, that they were ready to 
bristle up, show fight, and talk big, towards a little 
power, whilst they sat still and permitted another 
to search their vessels, to take from them their 
coasting trade, without a whisper of cpposition. 
Mr. WALKER said he thought the eall pro- 
„posed to be made, as regarded the correspondence 
growing outof our relations with Mexico, was, 
per sean inquiry which was highly proper to be 
made; and if the Senator from Arkansas, or any 
other Senator, thought proper to make an inquiry 
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Ì as regarded the negotiations between this country 
and Great Britain, whether. there would be a pro- | 


ptiety or impropriety in making sueh inquiry, it 
certainly could not have the slightest connexion 
with an inquiry regarding the character of this 
communication, which certainly appeared to be 
one of-a very extraordinary nature. Let. the 
two matters be kept distinct and separate. Let 
the Senator bring forward a separate resolution, 
and test the sense of the Senate as to whether 
the inquiry proposed by him would be proper 
or improper. For himself, be (Mr. W.) was 
inclined to think it would be highly improper; and 
more especially so,to connect it with the proposition 
offered by the Senator from South Carolina. 

It was intimated that the resolution of the hon- 
orable Senator was not deserving of the approval 
of the Senate, because it was founded on what had 
appeared in the newspapers. Did any Senator 
doubt the authenticity of the document as publ'sh- 
ed? Did any Senator doubt that this ferocious 
and violent address proceeded from the Mexican 
authorities, against this nation—an address which 
could not but shock the feelings of every Ameri- 
can—and that it was laid before the whole diplo- 
matic corps of foreign nations resident in Mexico? 
And .were they—because there were negotiations 
pending between Great Britain and the United 
States—were they to make no inquiry respecting 
the one, unless they made inquiry about the other 
also? Whether it were proper or improper to 
make inquiry respecting the negotiations with 
England, it was assuredly proper to make inquiry 
as to this matter; for he would take on himself to 
assertin his place, that he fully believed it was 
the beginning of an effort about to be made 
on the part of Mexico to relieve herself from the 
payment of those claims which had been adjudi- 
cated and determined in favor of citizens of the 
United States against the Mexican Govern- 
ment, It was, therefore, a quasi war which 
was attempted to be got up between Mexico 
and this country, with a view of evading the 
payment of those claims. When these claims 
came to be presented, it would be found that they 
would be protested. Entertaining this opinion, he 
(Mr. W.) was desirous of knowing what this Gov- 
ernment was doing in relation to this matter; be- 
cause, whatever quarrels might exist between this 
country and other nations, they could have nothing 
whatever to do with our Mexican relations; and if 
Mexico should violate a treaty entered into with 
this country, and refuse to pay her debts, under 
the pretence that some of our citizens have ex- 
patriated themselves and gone to Texas, he, (Mr. 
W.) for one, would be for compelling her to pay 
them at the mouth of our cannon, and at the point 
of our bayonets. Believing this to be the object 
which Mexico had in view, and considering the 
manner in which she had placed the statement of 
her charges against this country before the diplo- 
matic agents of the whole civilized world, he was 
desirous ihat the correspondence should be ob- 
tained, and would, therefore, vote for the resolu- 
tion. 

Mr. ALLEN said he had no donbt that every 
Senator would readily admit the importance of 
maintaining the rights and the honor of this coun- 
try, whenever that benor or those rights were as- 
sailed by a foreign power, whether by Mexico, or 
by Great Britain, or by any other power. But it 
was manifest—as the Senator from Arkansas had 
intimated—that they were a little more coy in re- 
gard to Great Britain than they were in regard to 
Mexico. He (Mr, ALLEN) thought they had been 
too much z0, This had been his opinion since the 
period of the Caroline affair; and, acting upon that 
belief, he had offered a resolution, at an early pe- 
tiod of this session, calling for the correspond- 
ence which had taken place between the two 
Governments upon that subject. At the time he 
Offered that resolution, there was no special minis- 
ter from Great Britain in thfs country, for the pur- 
pose of negotiating upon the subjects in difference 
between the two countries; and, from the time of 
the discharge of McLeod, the country had remained 
in total darkness as to the condition of the negotia- 
tions upon the Caroline affair. Whenhe submit- 
ted that resolution, he was induced to do so from 


H 


the convictiowthat the open avowal made by the 


British Government, that the attack upon the Car- 
oline had been made in virtue of her authority, 
imposed on this Government the necessity of de- 
manding tbat kind of reparation which such an out- 
rage would seem, under all the circumstances, to 
require; because, from the time that avowal was 
made, the whole question was changed. An act of 
war had been committed upon this country, and 
had been openly avowed as the act of the British 
Government, and.a demand had been made for the 
gurrender of McLeod, predicated upon the fact 
that it was an act of war committed by Great Brite 
ain, and that, therefore, McLeod was not responsi- 
ble. Time had passed on, and the people of this 
country remained wholly uninformed as to ihe pro- 
ceedings of this Government in relation to this out- 
rage upon our territory and people, declared to 
have been authorized by the British Government. 
And, although no information had been given up- 
on the subject; and although there was, at that 
time, no special ambassador in this country, com- 
missioned to treat on the part of Great Britain,— 
yet, at the instance of the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations, the resolution was 
laid upon the table, with a view of connecting with 
it substantially the same resolution now submitted 
by the Senator from South Carolina; and it was 
chiefly on this account that he had proposed that 
the resolution should lie over until lo-morrow. But, 
under all the circumstances of the ease, as he (Mr. 
A.) was uniformly in favor of. laying before the 
public all the information that was essential, he 
would vote for the resolution as it stood, without 
embarrassing it by the addition of any matter that 
might occasicn a delay. And, while he was will- 
ing to admit that Senators were influenced (as he 
had no doubt they were) by the highest and most pa- 
triotic motives, he certainly thought there existed 
the strangest infatuation with regard to the termi- 
nation of the negotiations with Great Britain; for 
he fully believed ‘that this very act on the part of 
Mexico resulted from the connexion between that 
Government and Great Britain, and, therefore, 
ought to be treated as one and the same—as part 
and parcel of the relations between this country 
and Great Britain. The British Government un- 
derstands its interests and its position, and under- 
stands the professions of friendship, arising out of 
the relations existing between the two countries, 
as being the mere deceitful langnage of diplomacy. 

Great Britain is too perilously situated at this 
moment, in consequence of the existing state of 
things in Europe andin this country, to tolerate 
for a moment the renewing of a difficulty growing 
out of the Caroline case. There were other ques- 
tions of deeper interest—questions of terntory; 
and when you come to the point, as you will have 
to come, you will find yourselves obliged io pare 
off a portion of territory upon the north, and to 
limit yourselves upon the south and the west— 
making Texas a bone of contention between 
Mexico and the United States. You will find 
Great Britain standing behind Mexico as her 
buckler—having the territory of California and the 
territory at the mouth of the Columbia offered by 
Mexico as a reward for the recovery of Texas. 
Hence it was, he contended, that there was an 
evident connexion between the relations of those 
two countries—a question so momentous to the 
Southern portion of the Union. He would vote 
for this resolution, therefore, as calling for inform- 
ation, not only in relation to Mexico, tut looking 
through Mexico to Great Britain herself. There 
need be no apprehension from Mexico; they need 
not tremble at her threats, unless she were backed 
by a more powerful nation. 

He had no expectation that they would escape a 
war with Great Britain. He had heard it said 
on that floor, that such an expression ought not to 
be uttered, because it might alarm the country. 
Though he would not use the expression for the 
purpose of creating alarm, he wouid use it to put 
the people on their guard, and prepare the popular 
mind for the state of things which he believed to 
beimpending. The strength of this country depends 
on the moral energy of the people; that energy re. 
quires to be aroused; the bone and muscle of the 
land require to be prepared for that state of things 


which the Government sees cannot long be avoided. 
Give to England a piece of your territory in 
Maine-let her obtain possession of- California; 
(for which the recovery of Texas by Mexico is to 
be the consideraticn)—let her send her fleets into 
the Gulf of Mexico, and she will command the 
commerce of the whole western hemisphere. Her 
object is, by all her energies, to obtain posses- 
sion of this commercial influence—an influence 
hostile to the interests of the United States. He 
was jealous, therefore, of every form of govern- 
ment dissimilar to our own, which was brought in 
contact with it. He believed with the first states- 
men of antiquity, that no state of circumstances 
between two free governments were as perilous 
as the mest trifling differences between a republic 
and a monarchy. The dissimilarity of institutions 
was a subject of perpetual jealousy. While this 
Government exists, every monarchy on the face of 
the globe weuld endeavor to effect its overthrow, 

Mexico is too feeble to act of herself; and, there- 
fore, looking at the vast interests to be acquired by 
England, by intermeddling and assisting Mexico— 
actuated, as she was, by that natural hatred which 
she bore to this country, the centre of that civil 
hberty which is so well secured by institutions 
which are the admiration of the world—the nego- 
tiations between Mexico and this country, and be- 
tween Great Britain and this country, should all be 
earried on as a thing of the same parcel and the 
same piece. He was not, then, for favoring the 
designs of Great Britain, by permitting her to ope- 
fate against us through Mexico; nor was he for 
allowing monarchical institutions to be established 
in the southern part of this coutinent, to exercise 
a tyranny which was a disgrace to humanity. 
These were his sentim: nis on this subject. He be- 
lieved there were those present who would live to 
see the day when these forebodings of such an 
attempt, and a conflict with that nation, would be 
realized. He had long been impressed with a be- 
lief that we would have a conflict with England— 
one for territory and commerce, 

The question was then taken on the resolution, 
and it was adopted. 


INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The bill making appropriations for the Indian 
Department was then taken up as in committee of 
the whole. No amendment being offered, the bill 
was reported back to the Senate, read a third time, 
and passed. 

The bill for the relief of Boyd Reily was next 
taken up asin commiitee of the whole. f 

Mr. TAPPAN explained the nature of this 
claim. It appears to bea bill to compensaie Mr, 
Reily for the use of his patent batbs in the army 
and navy, and for the transfer of the patent-right 
to the Government. 

The bill was reported back to the Senate without 
amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

Mr. MERRICK, if his friend from New York, 
(Mr. TatuMapee] would refrain from pressing his 
special order of taking up the exchequer bill, would 
move to go into executive session, as there was a 
considerable arrear of business to bring up, which 
calied for immediate action. He was sure bis 
friend would, in consideration of the thin attend- 
ance of the Senate, see the propriety of not press- 
Ym, ing the special order to day. 

“3. Mr. TALLMADGE assenting to the proposi- 
tion to postpone calling up the special order, 

The Senate, on Mr. MERRICK?’S motion, went 
into executive session; and, after some hours spent 
therein, 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF R&PRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, Jely 11, 1842. 

Mr. MOORE, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill from the Sena’e, whose 
tide was not heard. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL introduced a bill enti- 
tled “An act to amend an ast for altering the times 
of holding the United Sia'es district courts in 
Western Pennsylvania.” The bill was read three 
times, and passed. 

Mr. McKENNAN was understood to present 
the proceedings of a meeting on the subject of tue 
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exercise of the veto power; and he asked that they 
might be read. i 

Mr. WELLER objected. i 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON objected to the introduc- 
tion of the paper at all. 7 

Mr. MeKENNAN moved a suspension of the 
rules for the reception of the paper. ` Í 

Mr. WISE inquired if there was not a rule for 
the reception of petitions, without consuming the 
time of the House? 

Mr. McKENNAN, nevertheless, pressed his 
motion, as he desired the paper to be read. 

The SPEAKER. put the question, and decided 
that it was determined in the negative. z 

Mr. R. W. THOMPSON called for a division. 
[Several voices called out that it was too late— 
the decision having been made.] He insisted that 
it was not too late, contending that he had spoken’ 
before the Speaker’s decision was announced, 
though, in the confusion of the House, it might 
not have been heard. 

Mr. BOTTS also insisted that a division had 
been called for in proper time. 

The SPEAKER said the decision was announced 
before tbe call for a division was heard; and he 
hoped the gentleman from Indiana would submit 
to the decision of the Chair. 

Here the matter dropped. 

Mr. J. W. JONES rose to present the resolu- 
tions of a meeting, which he desired to explain. 

Mr. JAMES objected. 

[These resolutions were presented without obser- 
vation; and appeared to be the report and resolu- 
tions adopted on the 21 day of July, 1842, by the 
Democratic State-right Republicans of the city of 
Richmond, Virginia, friendly to free trade ] 

THE TARIFF, l 

On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, the Hopse resolved 
itself into Committee of the Whole oni the state of 
the Union, (Mr. McKennan of Pennsy}vania in the 
chair,) and resumed the consideration ‘of the bill to 
provide revenue from imports, and to; modify the 
several acts imposing duties en pora the ques- 
tion being on the motion of Mr. SALTÓNSTALL to 
amend the bill, by sub-tituting for it tHe tariff bill 
reported by the Committee on Manufactures. 

Mr. HOLMES was entitled to the floor from 
Saturday, and he spoke through his hour; but so 
loud was the hum of voices through the hall, and 
so low were the tones of his voice, that it was only 
occasionally that we could catch the purport.of his 
observations. He was undersiood to give his de- 
cided opposition to the bill before the committce, 
and to the policy which its supporters designed to 
pursue. He szid it was by one of the most extra- 
ordinary expedients that it was now proposed to fill 
an exhausted treasury; it was a contradictory pro- 
ject, because it sought to raise revenue by a meas- 
ure which imposes duties that would be exclusive, 
and therefore would defeat the purpose which was 
avowed. They were told that this country was 
going begging amongst the brokers of Wall 
street and the bankers in England, for the disposal 
of i's stock; and it was now attempted to renovate 
the eredit of the country by giving away their land 
revenue, If they ha? the constitutional right thus 
to deprive the General Government of that revenue, 
he did not deem it either right or patriotic to do so 
at this particular juncture. He was understood to 
say that the next Congress would discover a deficit 
of $12,000,000, and therefore there would be re- 
quired either a further imposition of duties, or a 
resort toa new lean. And how was the loan to be 
obtained? Who lend? Capitalists. On what? 
Either on eredit or on substance; but the substance 
was gone, and, with it, credit wasgone too. Would 
they then resort to an export duty? He pointed 
out the effects of direct taxation, as exemplified in 
some of the States of this Union, whose people 
were ground down by State taxes. He advised the 
committee, then, not to impose duties that should 
be exclusive in their operation. 

He was then understood to enter upon a consti- 
tutional argument, for the purpose of showing that 
Congress had no authority to impose duties to en- 
courage domestic manufactures. He denied that 
it was given by the “general welfare” clause of 
the Constitetion. He took a review of all the 
measures which had occupied the attention of Con- 


TAL 
gress, from its origin to the present period, bearing 
on this subject; but, for the reason assigned ‘above, ` 
a full report is for the present deferred’ i 

Mr. LEWIS of Alabama commenced ‘by ob- , 
serving that he seldom addressed the House, and | 
would not do so on the present occasion, were it : 
not for the prominent importance that he attached | 
to the bill on the table. He looked upon that bill not / 
only as the leading measure of the session, butas the / 
leading measure of the Whig party—that measure’ 
to which all others had tended, and that measure; 
which, if consummated, would carry into fall effect, 
the policy of that party. Mr. L. viewed it as the: 
return to that disastrous system of measures under : 
which the country was now suffering, and suffer- 
ing with an intensity unknown and noparaileled in” 
its history. He hesitated not to say that the suffer- 
ings cf the coun ry under tariffs, banks, internal | 
imprevements, and other kindred Whig measures, | 
were greater than those produced by the last war | 
with Great Britain. “H 


That system commenced first with a Bank of í 
the United States; then followed the tariffs of 1824: 
and 1828; then came the system of internal im-; 
provements, which was presented with so muchi 
vigor and so much injustice under the administra-! 
tion of the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr.' 
ApamMs;] then in the distribution of the surplus re- 
venue; then in an inflation of the currency, unpar- 
elieled since the days of John Law; and, finally, ` 
in a system of bankrnpicy pervading the country 
from one end to the other. Now, having run this 
disastrous course, the Whig party, deaf to the ad- ` 
monitions of experience, were for returning to it 
again, and producing all those-ruinous results: 
which the country has heretofore witnessed. All 
these measures eriginated ia special legislation for 
special interests, intended for the benefit of the 
few, and not of the many—interests of a clique and 
class, in opposition to the general interests of the 
country; and he would say again, that if this meas- 
ure should be passed, he would look upon it as a 
esnsummation of the schemes devised for the bene- 
fit of a few, at the expense of the many. Monop- 
olists had always found it their interest to associe , 
ate together; and it was by association that the 
were enab'ed to accomplish their objects. Ifa ban 
party would pass a tariff, then a teriff party would 
pas: a bank; and thus the one measure would bring 
on the other. The debt in which the nation was 
involved, Mr. L. looked upon as the work of these 
associate interests—a debt’ which, he said, was 
created not for war, and not for any unforeseen 
misfortune, but brought on by premeditated . and 
designed extravagance. Two years ago we were 
out of debt, and it was to build up these associate 
interests that this debt was created; and the way 
was prepared for it, by resorting loa system of ex- 
travagance unexampled ia the history of the coun- 
iry. Having es'ablished this debt, we had sub- 
stituted for the o'd system of internal improvements 
the new system of distribution—a system to dis- 
tribute the Federal revenue among the States— 
which, in his view, was more prefiigate and more 
wasteful than the old system of internal improve- 
ments. You are now (said Mr. L.) abaut passing 
a bill which must, in the end, lead to the consumi- 
mation of the system, by bringing us to the as- 
sumption of the State debts. He knew that at this 
time there were few who would have the courage 
to avow that they were in favor of assumption; 
but he knew thal there were many who were not 
yet prepared to go for it, but who would embrace 
it with alacrity when they thought the proper time 
had arrived. He knew, too, that many of the 
Whig party were opposed to it altogether; but so 
sure as men’s opinions and characiers were influ- 
enced by circumstances, so sure would the Whig 
party, when the time came, vo'e for the measure. 
The principle of assumption had already been 
recognised, by passing the distribution act. What 
more could gentlemen do, after thus admitting that 
they could distribute the Federal revenue for State 
purposes? or 

According to all his conceptions of free govern- 
ments, they were instituted solely for the protec- 
tion of life, liberty, and property; and he, therefore, 


' looked upon the whole scheme of distribution as 


at war with the principles for which this Govern- 
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act was but one step in the system of subsidizing 
the: States.. We shall (said Mr. L.) not only have 


to.assume the State. debts, but we shall have to. 


support ihe State Governments by duties on im- 
portg-—by deluding the people, walking on -the 
blind side of them, and taking taxes from them 
without their knowledge—a system unworthy of 
the spirit of the age, unworthy of our institations, 
and unworthy of the intelligence of the people. 
The schemes of these associated interests (said 
Mr. L ) were to be consummated for the Presiden- 
tial contest of 1844; and if the principles to which 
he had referred were to prevail, he would not turn 
on his heel to make a President. If,said he, we 
are to have these associate interests of tariff, bank, 
and internal improvements, he knew not the man 
who would be so fit to rule over the country as the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, {Mr. Apams;]} but, 
believing that the people of this country were too 
intelligent long to submit to such a system}he 
‘hoped that the days of such politicians were num- 
bered. He would say nothing of this bill with re- 
gard to its gross violation of the compromise act. 
The compact, however, made by that act, had been 
faithfully kept by the South. We submitted to it 
(said Mr. L.) for nine years; the manufacturers en- 
joyed the protection that it gave, as witnessed by 
the fact that it was the only time they had been 
quiet since the tariff of 1816—and, indeed, they 
never were more prosperous than they were in 
1840. Bui it was proposed by this bill, not only 
to supersede, but to violate the spirit of the com- 
promise act. It was proposed, not only to raise 
the scale of duties beyond what was promised in 
that act, but to violate that provision which de- 
clared that the Government should be economi- 
cally administered, 
Yet we are told (said Mr. L.) that it isa revenue 
measure, Why it was to be called a revenue 
measure, when it wasa scheme for violating the 
compromise act, he did not know. It had as few 
features of a revenue measure as any bill that 
could be possibly imagined. His friend from Vir- 
ginia (Mr. J. W. Jones] had demonstrated that, on 
some articles, the drawbacks would exceed the 
revenue; while the gentleman from Massachusetts 
{Mr, Avams] had admitted that, on at least ten 
millions, the duties would be prohibitory; and in- 
stead of calculating the revenue on ninety millions 
of imports, he estimated them on eighty. 
he believed that the importations would be less, 
and that we should, therefore, collect Jess than the 
gentleman counted on. He did not believe that 
the mannfacturers were so poor that they could not 
‘anderseil the foreign manufacturer when the du- 
ties were raised so high; and he thought that much 
more of the duties would amount to a prehibition 
than gentlemen thought for. Gentlemen need not 
base their calculations on the importations of for- 
mer years. There would be now no aids from 
an inflated currency; no aids from stocks sold 
abread, to be returned to usin manufactured goods; 
but we should have to import under a currency 
reduced almost to a specie standard, and under that 
of pecuniary embarrassment, which crippled the 
means of individuals as well as the States. The 
revenue would then fall short, and we should have 
to resort to a property tax; and when that time 
came, ihe manufacturers, instead of finding pro- 
tection, wonld have to contribute to the support of 
Government. 


But, Mr. L. asked, where was the justice, 
‘Where the propriety of throwing the whole burdens 
of Government on.iopurts? Where was the pro- 

f: selectirg one branch of industry for 
‘drawing from it the contributions 
ld come from all}. But it-was. argued 
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7 that: revenue was the object, and that the burden 


Now, . 


would fall on the consumer. Then, if-it.was true 
that the tax fell on the consumers only, why not 
lay iton the manufacturers, who might, in their 
turn, throw it off on the consumers? But, (said Mr. 
L.,) underthis system, while we pay twenty millions 


` of taxes to the Government, we pay infinitely more 


for increasing the value: of domestic manufac- 
tures; and, in paying this twenty millions into the 
coffers of the Government, at least one hundred and 
sixt¥ millions more went. into the pockets of the 
manufacturers. Mr. L. here went into a calcula- 
tion to prove the truth of this-position. It had been 
asked, if the protection already enjoyed by the 
manufacturers was sufficient, how was it that they 
were not prosperous? He believed that, com- 
pared with other interests of the cotintry, they 
were prosperous; though not so much’so as in 
1840 and 1841, as they are feeling the effects 
of the pressure which now bears on all other 
interests of the country. One evidence of their 
prosperity was the amount of those exports ; and 
he would here remark, that the exports of our 
manufactures never were so large as they were in 
1840 and 1841, which were the last years of which 
we had any account. Now, if they were brought 
to such a state of distress by the operation of the 
compromise act, how happened it that they were 
able not only to supply the home market, but to 
export largely? He had tables to show that, while 
the imports of manufactures were in`a state of 
gtadual reduction, and that we were coming near- 
er and nearer every year to the Chinese policy of 
shutting out the products of other countries, the 
exports had, in the years he had mentioned, great- 
Jy increased. Mr. L. also referred to some inter- 
esting facts collected from the census tables, as 
showing the prosperity of the manufacturing in- 
terest, compared with other interests of the country. 
By these tables, it appeared that the number of 
persons engaged in agriculture was over three mil- 
lions; and the amount of their products was 
$749,453,471—equal to $213 71 to each persan. 
The number employed in manufactures was 
791,745; and their products-—the amount the re- 
porter could not catch—was equal to $500 14 
cents to each person. Mr. L. also showed, from 
the same tables, the amount of capital employed in 
agriculture and manufactures, and that the profits 
were nearly three times as much in the latter as in 
the former. Notwithstanding these facts, gentle- 
men who supported the manufacturing interests 
had the boldness to come forward and ask that the 
agriculturists should be taxed for their benefit, on 
the pretence of being protected from foreign com. 
petition. Now be would ask, how long were they 
to be protected from foreign competition? 


We have had (said Mr. L.) this burden on our 
shoulders from 1816 till this time; and the manu- 
facturers, who said in the commencement of the 
system, that all they wanted was protection for a 
short time, to enable them to stand alone, were 
still clamorous for protection, and for the same 
reasons. When, then, was the system to cease? 
It certainly was a burden to agriculture—that must 
be admitted by all; for, if manufactures could not 
be brought in cheaper from foreign countries than 
they could be produced here, why impose protec- 
tive duties? Was this thing to last always?) Was 
there no period to which they were to look forward 
when manufactures could be supported without im- 
posing additional burdens on the rest of the com- 
munity? Now they were as keen for protection as 
they were in 1816, and more so; for they then 
came, cap in hand, and begged asa favor what 
they now demanded asa right, 

It was his deliberate conviction (Mr. L., said) 
thathigh duties never could increase the prosperity of 
the manufacturer. They-began at the wrong end. 
Instead of asking for protection to increase the 
prices of their products, they should produce cheap- 
er; and this was the only way to become more 
prosperous. They could not, by legislation, change 
ihe Jaws of trade, which were of Divine origin. 
They could not fix factitious prices, and keep them 
up higher than in the markets of the world; be- 
eause the smuggler would interpose and beccme 
the vindicator of free trade. He had been inform- 
ed, from the best authority, that the price of smug- 


gling now in New York was 30 per cent. on the 
foreign value; and that there were persons there- 
who. would contract to deliver goods at this rate, 
which covered also freight and insurance. It ap- 
peared to him that, if he had wished to frame a 
bill for the encouragement of smuggling, this, of all 
others, would answer the purpose best. Foreign 
goods would be smuggled in on the Northeastern 
frontier, while the lawful trade on the Atlantic sea- 
board would be greatly diminished. New York 
would sink, and Buffalo would rise on its ruins. 

He contended that there must be a proper reci- 
procity between the seller and the buyer, in order 
to produce a healthy state of trade. The life of 
business was competition. The whole was a game 
of competition. Unless we sought the markets of 
the world for our productions, we could claim no 
advantage over the savage. What were the bene- 
fits of civilization, except that by the aid of ma- 
chinery it enables the inhabitants to have clothing 
or other conveniences which the savage could not? 
Were ovr manofacturers to be satisfied with the 
home marke? If they went beyond the home 
market, duties would do no good. But gentlemen 
had said that we had not the same advantage of 
capital and labor as England, and therefore we 
needed the aid of a protective tariff. He (Mr. L.) 
contended that if England could manufacture so 
much cheaper, then we were engaged in the busi- 
ness at a losing rate, and the sooner we abandon- 
ed it the better. But we had, in many respects, 
superior advantages to England—cheaper house- 
rent, water-power, provisions, and, he was about 
to say, cheaper government; but he almost doubted 
whether taxes paid in England exceeded those con- 
tributed by our united Federal, State, and county 
Governments. 

In answer to the argument that we should impose 
retaliatory duties, he should say that the universali- 
ty of retaliation would destroy its effect. Let the 
iron manufacturer have protection alone, and you 
make him rich. Bat give the same protection to 
all other manufacturers, and you destroy the ben- 
efit of any particularone. It was like one gentle- 
man rising to address the Chair: he was certain he 
had the floor. But let a dozen rise at once, it 
would take away the advantage of any separate + 
man, 

Mr. L. took a view of the state of things in Eng- 
Jand, and the disadvantages under which the la- 
borer there had to live. Let those burdens be ta- 
ken off—the tax on his bread and meat—and the 
manufacturers here could not begin to contend 
with those in that country, They could barely do 
it now. He referred to the fact that Sir Robert 
Peel had lately proposed a reduction of the duties 
in England. Thus, whilst that country was un- 
binding its fetters, we were putting on more. 

He argued that another result of increased du- 
ties at this time would be an expansion of our cur- 
rency, It would raise the price of foreign goods, 
which could not be sold here as now. The effect 
would be, that specie would come here in return 
for our exports, and the money level in this coun- 
try wouid be raised. Prodvetion would be in- 
creased, and the country become apparently pros- 
perous, whilst it was in fact in no better condition 
than before the increased duties were im posed. 

Mr. BOTTS obtained the floor, and addressed 
the committee at length, chiefly in Opposition to the 
legality of the course pursued by the Executive, in 
issuing circulars to the collectors of the customs, 
and in favor of an impeachment of the President, 
He contended tifat the Executive had no right to 
prescribe the mode in which daties should be col- 
lected, It was illegal; and, if acquiesced in, the 
President’ might order a duty of 90 per cent. to- 
day, and 5 per cent. to-morrow. This he regarded 
as a grievous state of things, for which there was no 
remedy but impeachment or revolution. He sol- 
emnly believed that if the pewer of the House to 
impeach was not resorted to, in less than six 
months Pennsyleania avente would gleam with 
10,000 bayonets. At the proper time he should 
make a movement on the subject of impeachment; 
and, in dcing se, be disclaimed acting by the coun- 
sel of the Whig party. He stood on his own te- 


| sponsibility, and claimed the merit of having been 


first, to. raise the flag of impeachment ‘in this 
country. 

He spoke for some time in abuse.of the Presi- 
dent, and in denunciation of taose who had charged 
~ the members of the House with a desire to elicit a 
conflict between Congress and the Executive. He 
referred to the action of the President on the ap- 
portionment bill, and denounced it as unconstitu- 
tional and disorganizing. He had, he said, been 
charged with being a conspirator, and the prime 
mover in all the schemes to circumvent the Ex- 
ecutive. As he understood the term, he was a 
conspirator—one of the most active and violent in 
the House—against the doings of such a maa as 
was now seated in the executive chair. 


Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL spoke his hour, in the 
course of which he delivered an able and ingenious 
speech in favor of moderate and necessary protec- 
tion. He commenced with an historical synopsis of 
various stages of this country, commencing with 
the period preceding its independence, when trade 
was free, government cheap, and when there were 
no, direct taxes. From that he proceeded to notice 
the subsequent stages, amongst which he enumer- 
ated the adoption of the Federal Constitution, the 
several wars in which the coantry was involved, 
the various tariffs which have been adopted, nulli- 
fication, compromise, and all the circumstance: 
and. conditions of the people, with which those 
events have been attendant. 

He went through an enumeration of various 
articles of American manufacture, and, in some 
luminous remarks, recapitulated the articles of 
personal utility which he used of American pro 
duce; and he gave the committee three postulates: 
first, that they could not if they would, and he 
trusted they. would not if they could, dispense with 
protection; for national protection was nothing 
more nor less than national existence. The next 
question was, What was protection? As a mode- 
rate, medium man, he laid down the position that 
permanent and the lowest practicable duties were 
the most protective. And, finally, cash payments 
These were his positions, and these he variously 

_ illustrated; but he was not very distinctly heard at 
the reporter’s desk. 

Mr. WARREN then addressed the committee 
principally in reply to Messrs. BLACK and 
ier eal but he also opposed a high. protective 
tariff. 

Mr. HUNTER addressed the committee in a 
beautiful speech in favor of the principles of free 
trade. The lateness of the hour at which it was 
concluded, prevents anything buta faint sketch 
for this day’s paper. 

He expressed his astonishment that, ‘in this en- 
lightened age, the exploded doctrines of a high 
protective tariff should be revived. When other 
nations were advancing with the progressive spirit 
of the times, and laying down their restrictive ar- 
mor, this country was asked to revive a policy 
that would better become the empire of Mehemet 
Ali, than such a nation as ours, 

He drew a contrast between what appeared to 
him to be the policy of the two parties in this coun- 
try—the one endeavoring to administer the Govern- 
ment for the benefit of the few, and the other look- 
ing to its siabilily in the support of the many, 
equal benefits, and impartial legislation. The one 
party seemed disposed to tax more for private than 
for public purposes; whilst the other desired no 
more taxation than what was required to support 
the Government reduced to a fooling of strict econ- 
omy. , 

Now that the tariff had been reduced by the ope- 
ration of the compromise act, he thought the most 
favorable opportunity was afforded to the Demo- 
cratic party to carry out, and render permanent, 
its policy. He referred to the arguments used to 
soften the rigor of the bill, and expressed the hope 
that the Democratic pariy would enter into no alii- 
ance with its advocates. Any alliance between the 
two parties on this behalf would, he thought, be 
false and hollow; and he believed the great issue 
between tbem would be upon the question of a pro- 
fective tariff. 

_, Some gentemen here advocated a revenue tariff; 
others a revenue tariff, with incidental protection; 
Whilst others, bolder and more frank, avowed them- 


selves in favor of protection, independent of other 


considerations. He proceeded-to show: that the 
bill was framed so as not to be a revenue tariff, 
but entirely protective, and imposing duties which 
would fall heaviest on the poor man, and very light- 
ly upon the luxuries of the rich. {t could not be 


a tariff bill for revenue, hecause no man. could 


reasonably believe that $27,000,000 would be col- 
lected from $79,000,000 of imports. 


As his friend from Alabama (Mr. Lewis] had 
shown in his able speech this. morning, it would 
cost but 30 per cente to have goods smuggled in at 
New York. The average rate of duty in this bili 
was 36 per cent. This, he thought, would not be 
paid. He ins'anced the smuggling so extensively 
carried on on the Northwestern frontiers, where the 
custom-houses did not pay the expenses of keeping 
them.up—-‘e such a great degree was smuggling 
carried on. Under such circumstances, then, 
might not this tariff be a measure which would 
build up the lake berders at the expense of the At- 
lantic shores? 


He illustrated the operation of a high tarif on 
the agricultural classes, and the erying injustice 
which they suffered. He discussed the doctrine of 
a tariff for revenue, with incidental! protection; and 
maintained that, if it differed from a protective tar- 
iff, it was only in degree. Hedrew a vivid and 
stirring picture of the present situation of Eng- 
land, and the influence of the restiictive system in 
producing the deplorable stae of things there. 
Why should we adopt the same policy here? 
Shouid we confine ourselves to the narrow market 
of this country—restricting our trade to the dimen- 
sions of the Chinese shoe? He thought not. The 
principles of free trade must prevail. The high 
tariff might carry at this time; but the cry through- 
out the land would be “repeal,” until the country 
was stripped of its restrictions. 


Mr. ALLEN of Maine addressed the House at 
length in favor of a high tariff and the protective 
principle. 

Mr. DEAN followed on the opposite side of the 
question, contending for a low tariff and an ecc- 
nomical Government, He said he should write 
out his remarks. 

Mr. JAMES IRVIN spoke for one hour in ad- 
vocacy of protection. 

Mr. CLIFFORD of Maine obtained the floor at 
7 o'clock, p. m., and addressed the committee in 
opposition to the high tariff of protection. After 
be had concluded, there was a great struggle for 
the floor, which was obtained by 

Mr. SLADE of Vermont, who addressed the 
House for some time. 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Turspay, July 12, 1842. 


Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from 
James Reeside, by bis attorney in fact, Mr. 
Mr. B. said Mr. Reeside was well Known through- 
out the United States as the “Jand admiral,” from 
his extensive transactions with the Post Office De- 
partment. It is represented in the memorial that he 
furnished money to the department at different 
times; and, after a failure to have his accounts ad- 
justed at the department, it was finally agreed that 
they should be settled by bringing a suit; which 
was done, The trial commenced in October, 1841, 
and ended on the 6th December following—having 
occupied a period of six weeks. And the result of 
the trial was a verdict entered in his favor for 
$186,496 06. A motion for a new trial succeeded, 
and the claim was affirmed. He asks Congress to 
pay the amount thus found due to him—stating, at 
the same time, that there were $50,000 clearly due 
to him besides; and that eleven of the jury thought 
so. The memorial was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads, 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Pensions. 


to which had been referred House bill for the re- 
lief of John Jourden, and the bill granting a pen- 
sion to Mary Johnson, reported the same back 


without amendment. 


Mr. S. also made an adverse report from the 
same committee on the claim of Samuel Crapin for’ 


arrears of pension, 


Mr. GRAHAM, from the Committee‘ on Pena 
sions, to which had been referred, House bill for 
the relief of the heirs of George Shefer, reported 
the same back, without amendment... 

Mr. CRAFTS, from the Committee on Printing, 
to which was referred the question of ‘printing the 
resolutions adopted by the Democratic Whig Gen- 
eral Committee at the Broadway House, New York, 
eulogising the Whig majority in both Houses of 
Congress for their ‘persevering efforts to enact the 
Whig system of measures, and condemnatory of 
the President of the@@nited States for interposing 
obstacles to the consummation of such policy,— 
reported, adversely to the printing of the resolutions; 
and the reportewas concurred in by the Senate. 

Mr. WOODBURY asked for the consideration 
of the resolution gubmitted by him on Saturday 
last, calling upon Mee§ecretary of the Treasury for 
information as toyhe amount of receipts and ex- 
penditures of the Government during the first half 
of the present year. . 

The CHAIR informed him that it was adopted 
at the time it was presented. 

Mr. WOODBURY did not so understand it, but 
was pleased to find that it had been. 

Mr. WOODBURY submitted the following resoa 
lution; which lies on the table one day, under the 
rule, viz: l 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
report to the Senate where the public money has been deposited, 
for safe-keeping since the repeal of the independent treasury; 
by whom the depositories have been selected; the changes, if 
any, which have been made in them since, with the reasong 
therefor, and under what regulations and securities it is placed 
with them when received from loans and treasury notes, ag 
well as from duties, lands, and other sources; and to accom~ 
pany this information witha list of the present depositories, 
and the amount of money in each, by the past returns, 

House bill entiled “An act!o amend an act for 
altering the times of holding the United States dis- 
trict courts in Western Pennsylvania,” was taken 
up and read twice. 

Mr. BUCHANAN explained the bill. It was 
to correct a mistake. The difficulty which it was 
intended to remedy, was owing to a mistake in 
Congress fixing the same day for the meeting of 
the courts al Philadelphia and Williamsport. He 
hoped, therefore, it would be passed at once, as 
there was no necessity for its reference. 

The bill was then read the third time and passed. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, from the Committee on 


the Judiciary, to which had been referred House f 


bill forthe relief of the heirs of Thomas mae 
son, deceased, reported the same back, without} 
amendment. ; i 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, on leave, introduced\a bilk! 
to permit the Solicitor of the Treasury to adju 
claim of the United States against Henry Daniel, 
deceased, and Thomas Triplett, now of the State, 
of Kentucky; which was read twice, and referred to N 
the Committee on the Judiciary. g 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of William 


į 
i 
$ 


Huil, deceased, (being a bill to pay the amounts 


due him as Governor of Michigan Territory to the 
time his office was revoked,) was taken up as in 
committee of the whole. 


Mr. CLAYTON observed that, when this bill 
was last before the Senate, it had been opposed on 
one ground which he had since ascerlained to be 
unfounded: it was, that General Hull: was a ĝe- 
faulter indebted to the Government. He had made 
inquiry at the proper department, and was inform- 
ed that not a cent was claimed as veing due by 
General Hull. 

The nature of the claim urged by the present bill 
was this: General Hall, in 1811, was appointed 
Governor of the Territory of Michigan. He was 
also a brigadier general, charged with the military 
defence of the frontier. In 1812, acting in his mili- 
tary capacity, he surrendered the, Territory to the 
British, and remained a prisoner of war till Febra- 
ary, 1813; at which time, on being given up, he was 
arrested on a charge of cowardice and treachery, 
and was tried. The sentence of the court-martial 
was not carried into effeét—the pardon of the Er- 
ecutive being extended to him, In October, 1813, 
he was superseded as Governor of Michigan Ter- 
ritory. by Governor Cass. General Hull’s salary 
as Governor wes $2,000 a year, which was paid up 
to the day of his arrest in February, bat withbeld 
from that till October, by the department, on tha, 


ground that his arrest suspended his right. The 
` Object- of -the bill. was to pay this balance, from 
February-io October, 1813, to his heirs. 

Mr. TAPPAN showed that the proposition was 
to pay the heirs of Gen. Hull his salary as Gov- 
eroor of the Territory, from February to October, 
1813, when, by his own voluntary act, he had ab- 
rogated all right to it, by the surrender of hi.uself 
and ‘his:country, to the English. The moment he 
surrendered the Territory into the hands of a for- 
eign enemy in 1812, he, by his own act, ceased to 
be Governor of it, and co perform no service 
that would entide him to c pensation. 

-Noamendment being offered to the bill in com- 
mittee of the whole, it was reported back to the 
Senate; and the question came up on ordering it to 
be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr, PRESTON wished,to"know what was the 
condition of the GovernoPhipof the Territory from 
1812 to October, 1813, apd What was done for the 
salary claimed? 

Mr. TAPPAN observed that the Governor, 
Genera! Hull, was a prisoner to the British—part of 
the time on his parole—tilJ, in February, 1813, be 
was placed under arrest, to be tried by court-mat tial, 
in his military capacity, for cowardice or treachery 
in surrendering the Territory to the British. 
When tried and convicted, he was pardoned by 
the Executive, and superseded as Governor by 
Qov. Cass, It is for his salary when prisoner that 
this bill is intended to provide. ; 

. Mr. WOODBRIDGE said the conviction against 
General Hull was not for high treason; he was 
found guilty of cowardice only. If he was really 
obnoxious to that charge, it must have been owing 

to some temporary intirmity of nature, for his 
course throughout the revolutionary war proved 
that no braver man ever existed. But so strong 
was the excitement against him at that period, that, 
in the finding of the verdict, it was necessary to 
yield something to public opinion. In full view 
of all the circumstances, the Executive clemency 
was extended to him, It could not be forgotten 
that throughout the revolutionary struggle he had 
performed his part so well as to elicit the strongest 
praise of General Washington and the whole army. 

He was willing to admit that the appointment 
of General Hull as Governor of Michigan, at such 
a critical period, was injudicious; for he was so 
advanced in life as to be subject to the infirmities 
of axe, Surrounded as he was by difficulties, he 
wanted the ability and judgment which in earlier 
life he possessed, Opposed to him was a British 
general of the greatest energy and talents; hostile 
Indians were collecting for a descent from all 
quarters; and his conduct under the panic of the 
moment may be easily accounted for, without the 
imputation of treason or treachery. 

This, however, was all aside from the legal 
claim presented by his children for the balance of 
his salary while he held the unrevoked commission 
of a civil office, distinct from his military respon- 
sibilities. There was nothing in what had occurred 
in relation te the question of his surrender to the 
British, to deprive his children of their right to 
claim a pecuniary debt, which this Government, 
by its commission, was under an obligation: to 
pay. 

Mr. MERRICK was greatly surprised to find 

that any such bill had been introduced, as that for 
the relief of the heirs of this miserable gentleman; 
for it must have been foreseen that it was in the 
face of recollections not very pleasing, or likely to 
enlist many advocates. If General Hull or his 
heirs had a legal claim to this money, as asserted, 
Why not prefer it before the proper department, 
where nothing but the exhibition of a legal claim is 
needed to insure payment? If, on the other hand, 
the department, in fall view of the nature of the 
claim, refused to recognise it, there could be no 
ground for Congress to go upon, but the merits of 
the case; and he apprehended they would be far 
from justifying the passage of the bill, 

Mr. PRESTON had asked the question as to the 
condition of the office and the Governor from 18/2 
to October, 1813, for the purpose of eliciting in- 
formation, that the Senate might consider the mat- 

Tandersiandingly. It seems that General Hull 
himself vpasa prisoner of war in 1812, and 
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“virtually remained so till February, 1813 He was 


paid up to that time; but, being arresied on certain 
charges, and tried bya court-martial, which con- 
vieted him of offences of the gravest nature against 
his country and Government, the proper. depart- 
ment refused to pay him his civil salary from the 
time of. his arrest; and this claim is now brought 
forward for an alleged balance of that salary from 
February to October, 1813. , 

_ His wish had been to ascertain the exact capa- 
city in which he could have acted to entitle him to 
that salary; for it- appeared to him that he must 
have been 1n a state of disability, (the consequence 
of his. own act,) and could not perform the ser- 


‘vices which would entitle him to any compensa- 


tion. He had prevented himself from exercising 
the functions of Governor, whether he had or had 
not really, by his surrender of the Territory, abol- 
ished the office of United States Governor. There 
was no such office as that of United States Gov- 
ernor of the Territory while it remained in the pos- 
session of the British; and, therefore, there could 
be no claim for compensation for discharging the 
duties of such an office. 

According to his recollection of the events, the 
British took and kept possession of the Territory 
during the period in question. 

The bill did not explain whether the payment 
was to be on accountof his salary as General in 
the army, or as Governor of the Territory. If it 
was on the latter account, it was evidently ground- 
ed on the assumption of an office being in exist- 
ence at the time in which services had been or 
could be performed. But as the incumbent had 
disqualified himself by a self-created incapacity, he 
doubted whether even a plausible technical case 
could be made out. 

Mr. TAPPAN made a few observations inaudi- 
ble in the gallery, but understood to be in explana- 
tion of the claim being for General Hull's services 
in the office of Governor of the Territory, which 
office could not co-exist with the military: occupa- 
tion by an enemy. 

Mr. CLAYTON, in reply to the remarks of the 
Senator from Maryland, [Mr. Merricx,]—that if 
the claim: was legal and just, the proper department 
would have paid it long ago—observed, that the de- 
partment refused the claim from the day of his ar- 
rest, on the ground that he was not afterwards en- 
titled to the salary. But if there was good ground 
for paying him his salary from 1812 to February 
1813, it was the same from February to October, 
1813—during which time he continued to hold his 
civil commission undisturbed, even if his military 
commission was in suspense. The argument 
would be much better, if it was maintained that 
whatever he had been paid from 1812 to February, 
1813, had been paid in error, because he was then 
a prisoner of war, and could not perform the civil 
functions of Governor. The department evidently 
did not consider him disentitled by being a prisoner 
of war, aad certainly should not have considered 
him any more disentitled while under arrest as a mili- 
tary man, on charges not connected with his civil 
commission. His military responsibilities had 
nothing to do with his civil office; and it was by 
confounding both together that the department had 
erred. As his commission of Governor was not 
withdrawn till October, he remained, whilst he held 
it, Governor of the Territory, whether a prisoner 
ornot. The office was created by law; the salary 
was fixed by law; General. Hull was appointed 
Governor by the Execative; and, until officially re. 
moved, was entitled to the emoluments of the 
office. 


Mr. SMITH of Connecticut had witnessed with 
surprise the advocacy of this bill, He would just 
as soon have expected to see a bil] introduced and 
advocated on this floor for the relief of the heirs of 
Benedict Arnold. On what principle, he would 
ask, could the introdaction of such a bill be vin- 
dicated? Was it on the principle that time and ac- 
tions spent (according to the finding of a court- 
martial) in cowardice and treachery, were to be 
compensated by the Government, and the coun- 
try betrayed? What better claim was there for re- 
warding cowardice and treachery, that surrendered 
our territory to the enemy, than for rewarding the 
treason that meditated such a surrender} If this 


i 


bill was defensible, so would one be for the family 
of Arnold. The one would be just as proper as 
the other; and there can be no beiter ‘claim for 
this proposition than for that. 

Would any one contend that money was due by 
this Government to the heirs of General Hall, for 
services rendered by him to his country or its Gov- 
ernment? He apprehended not. If not, tben, for 
services rendered, what could it be due to him for? 
Should it be contended that it was for services, the 
question would arise, what were these services? 
And what answer, he would ask, could be given 
but the verdict of the court-martial/~—cowardice and 
treachery. Why should he or his heirs get com- 
pensation for such services as that? Was it credita- 
ble—was it a good example to set—to reward such 
services? ; 

But take the plain matter, apart from the trea- 
son of the case, aad consider it as a simple matter 
of contract.. You employ an agent to perform a 
certain duty for you, and for the actual per- 
formance of that duty you are to pay hima given 
compensation. He, in another capacity, does an 
act which incapacitates him from performing his 
agency; or, indeed, abolishes the agency altogether. 
What claim can he possibly set up, in justice or 
equity, for the compensation of services he pre- 
vented himself from performing? 

The facts, however, were much stronger; for 
General Hull not only did not do the service for 
which he was to get his salary during the time for 
which he claims, but did the greatest injary which 
a citizen could inflict upon his country and Gov- 
emment, by surreadering up his trust to its ene- 
mies. Yet, now, his betrayed country is called 
upon to pay bis heirs—not for services actually 
rendered by him, but for his having placed bim- 
self in a condition to render it impossible for him 
to perform the services which he had contracted 
for, and for which he was incapacitated by his 
own base act—at once dishonoring and disgracing 
his own name, and tarnishing that of his country. 
The attempt should never have been made to 
place such a precedent before the country as the 
introduction of this bill, 

Mr. BERRIEN observed that-this was a matter 
in which he had personally no advocacy. The ques- 
tion of the legal obligation of the Government to 
discharge the claim had been referred to the Judi- 
ciary Committee, and its attention was necessarily 
confined to that simple question, The committee 
had only one duty in relation to the matter to per- 
form—and that was, to say to ihe Senate whether 
the heirs of Gen. Wm. Hull had or had nota legal 
Claim, and whether ihe Government was under a 
legal obligation to discharge it. The committee 
was not required, and did not feel itself called up- 
on, to go beyond the naked question, and institute 
An inguiry as to the previous meritorious services 
of Gen. Hull, or his dereliction of duty, now the 
subject of discussion. The committee looked only 
to the question of indebtedness on the part of the 
Government, and had made its report accordingly. 

There was no one who could look back to the 
unfortunate transaction, so much commented upon 
with more painful feelings than he; but he was 
very far from joining in the denunciations of a 
man now passed to his last account. He could not 
think of that unfortunate man without also calling 
to mind his previous Services, and the bigh testi. 
monialis of his bravery ard good conduet in the 
trying hour of the Revolution, 

He would merely look, on the present oceasion 
to the question of his right, or that of his heirs t¢ 
the payment now claimed. His salary had been 
paid up to the day of his arrest, in February, 1813; 
and if it was right to pay him so far on the com- 
mission he held as Governor, it was equally right 
that he should be paid till that commission was 
revoked, which was’ not till October, 1813. . The 
commission would not have been left in foree it 
the office was not a 


This is the sole question to be setiled, and not that 


of the conduct of Gen. Hull in another and a dif- 
ferent capacity. i 

‘Mr. PRESTON concurred faily with the chair- 
man of the Judiciary Committee, that nothing 
ean be more painful than to look back to the close 
of this old gentleman’s military career—~a close 
which contrasts so darkly with his former services. 
But-what had been said in relation to that termina- 
tion of his military life, was not said with a view 
of casting more odium on his name, but in conse- 
quence of the question now presented to the Sen 
ate, which necessarily calls up some consideration 
of the facts as they really occurred. 

He could not help believing that the chairman 
of the Judiciary Committee, much as he respected 
his authority, had taken an erroneous view of this 
subject. He evidently thinks General Hull was 
entitled to bis salary after his arrest, because his 
right was accorded up to the day of the arrest. 
Now, this was a position which he (Mr. P.) was 
not prepared to admit. For he held that when, in 
virtue of his military commission, he surrendered 
the Territory over which he presided into the hands 
of the enemy, he gave up, in that act, his political 
or civil jurisdiction; and, by placing the. Terrijory 
in the keeping of a foreign foe, he annulled his 
own commission, 


His representatives now call for compensation— 
for what? For his services? How could he per- 
form the duties of an office which, by his own act, 
he either abolished or incapacitated himself from 
performing? Ifthe question had been put at the 
time, whether he should be paid a salary from this 
Government for the period from bis surrender till 
his pardon, there would not have been found a 
man, woman, or child, ready to advocate the claim. 
He was arrested, tried, and sentenced to death for 
his actions during that time; and it was only 
through executive clemency he escaped. There 
was not one who would not have considered the 
exercise of that clemency a full quittance for any 
possible claim he could have set up upon the gen- 
erosity of the Government; and few would have 
argued that he had rendered services from the date 
of his surrender, deserving of any national compen- 
sation. 

Mr. CALHOUN said that he was not a little sur- 

rised with several things connected with the sub- 
ject before the Senate. f 

He was, in the first place, surprised that the rep- 
resentatives of General Hull should ever think of 
presenting this claim to Congress, He would not 
be more so, if the representatives of Arnold should 
present a claim for his pay, as a general in our ser- 
vice, after he had committed his treason, on the 
ground that he held the commission of a general, 
which had not been revoked. It would be every 
whit as reasonable as this. He could never forget 
the deep and universal indignation which pervaded 
the whole country on the surrender of Detroit. 
Never before or since had he witnessed anything 
like it. He agreed with his colleague that the 
judgment then pronounced by the public on the act 
had never been reversed, and probably never would 


He was still more surprised that so respectable a 
committee as that on the Judiciary should report in 
favor of the claim. How could his pay as Gov- 
ernor be allowed, when there was, for the time, no 
such Territory as Michigan? It had, by his own 
act, becomea British Province, and remained so till 
it was re-conquered by the army under General 
Harrison. With what show, then, of justice or 
equity, could he be paid for governing a Territory 
that did not exist, and which had ceased to exist by 
his own act? The error of the committee consist- 
ed in supposing that the commission—the mere 
paper and wax—and not the service, gave the pay. 

ut what surprised him most of all was the fact 
that the respectable committee should report in fa- 
vor of the claim of General Hull, atter having re- 
ported against that of General Jackson. His was a 
clear case. He paid the fine which had been im- 
posed for an act done in the performance of a duty 
of the last importance to the Union, and for which 
he received the thanks of the Government and the 
country; and yet, the same committee, at the same 
session, which reported against returning the 
money to General Jackson, who successfully de- 
fended New Orleans, now report in favor of allow- 
jng the pay of General Hull for governing the Ter- 
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ritory of Michigan, which he for a time lost to the 
Union by cowardice or treason! - How strange that 
such unequal justice should be meted out by the 
committee to General Jackson, who terminated the 
war with glory, and General Hull, who commenced 
it with disgrace! 

Mr. BAYARD was of opinion that the com- 
mittee had not looked into the principle of con- 
trac's, which always must govern matters of con- 
tract between the employer and employed—wheiher 
for services to the Government, or to any one else. 

it was very probable that the paying officer of 
the department had paid Gen. Hull up to Febru- 
ary, merely because he saw an appropriation pro- 
viding for such payments to that period, and paid 
no regard to the question of services; and that he 
had no further appropriation to authorize further 
payment. 

Mr. CLAYTON explained that such was not 
the case, as the paying officer expressly assigas 
bis reason for stopping the payment in February. 

Mr. BAYARD continued, and argued, with 
much logical acumen, that an office like that of 
Governor of a Territory is held upon the condition 
of performing the duties; and it is only on the per- 
formance of those duties that compensation ean be 
due. If, therefore, the office is abandoned, the 
daties cannot be performed, and there can be no 
claim for the compensation. 

Mr. BERRIEN reiterated his previous argu- 
ments, and maintained that the forma} revocation 
of Gen. Hull’s commission, in October, 1813, was 
a recognition on the part of the Government of its 
being till then in force; and, as it was in force, the 
emoluments to which it entitled him remained his 
due till paid. 


Mr. PRESTON was struck with the force of 
those reasons which had influenced the chairman 
of the Judiciary Committee, (Mr. Bernizn,] and 
of the necessity for giving due time for their con- 
sideration. The discussion had already consumed 
more time than was anticipated.’ He would, there- 
fore, move to lay the bill on the table. 

The question being then taken on laying the bill 
on the table, it was concurred in without a di- 
vision. 

The bill for the relief of Boyd Reily was taken 
up, read the third time, and passed. 


On motion of Mr. BERRIEN, the previons or- 
ders of the day were postponed, and the Senate 
took up, as in committee of the whole, the bill for 
the relief of the persons residing within the re- 
puted limits of the Statesof Arkansas agd Loui 
siana, and beyond the boundary-line between the 
United States and the Republic of Texas, as es- 
tablished by the commissioners appointed to ascer- 
tain the same. 

Mr. B. explained that the bill was merely to al- 
low those persons to return within the limits of the 
United States, with the property which they had in 
possession at the time previous to the running of 
the line, by which cause they were thrown under 
another Government. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate, and or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. GRAHAM made an ineffec ual effort to 
take up the bill to provide for selling the claims in 
Ficrida arising ont of the military occupancy of 
that Territory; when, 

Ona motion of Mr. MERRICK, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of executive bu-iness; 
and, after some time spent therein, 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Toxspay, July 12, 1842. 

Mr. ADAMS asked leave to offer the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be request- 
ed to cause to be communicated to this House, so far as may be 
compatible with the pubic interest, c>pies of ali the correspond. 
ence between the Governments of the United Stafes and Mexi- 
co since the appointment of the present Envoy Extraordinary 
and Minister Plenipotentiary of the United states to Mexico. 
and of the instructions given to that Minister at and sinc- his 
departure upon his mission; and of his despatches to this Gov- 
ernment; aad particularly of any complaint of the Government 
of Mexico, alleging the toleration by the Government of the 
United States of hostile interference by their citizens in the 
war between Mexico and Texas, and of any answer on the 


part of this Governmentto such complaint. 
Also. copies of all correspondence between the Governmenis 


of the United States and Texas, since thelast communication of 
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the President to Congresa, relating to that Republic; and of 
any proclamations of the President thereof, declaring his deter. 
mination to invade the Mexican Republic, and: inviting the-co- 
operation of the citizens of the United Siatesin such intended 
invasion. And the President is requested to inform this House 
whether any, and, if any, what, notice has been taken ‘by. the 
Executive of the United States of the said proclamation of-the 
President of Texas. 


Mr. PICKENS objected to the reception of the. 
latter part of the resolution, and was proceeding 
to state his reasons for so doing, when 

Mr. FILLMORE said that the resolution must 
lie over, if debate would arise. 

After some conversation between Messrs. AD. 
eas PICKENS, CUSHING, and the SPEAK- 

R= 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky called for the 
reading of the resolution, and objected to its recep- 
tion. 

Mr. ADAMS moved a suspension of the rules, 
in order to have the resolution received, and called 
for the yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

Thereupon, Mr. ANDREWS withdrew his ob- 
jection; and the first division of the resolution was 
adopted. : 

Mr. ADAMS (Mr. Pickens having adhered to 
his objection to the. second part of the resolution) 
then moved a suspension of the rules, for the pur- 
pose of receiving it. 

The House refused to suspend. 


POSTPONEMENT OF THE ACTION ON. 
THE TARIFF BILL. 

Mr. FILLMORE rose, and said he was instructe 
ed by the Committee of Ways and Means to move 
a postponement of the joint order (the consideras 
tion of Territorial business) for the three ensuing 
days until Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday, of 
next week. His object was to have the day for 
final action on the tariff bill deferred. 

Objection having been made by Mr. JOHN 
YOUNG and others— 

Mr. FILLMORE moved a suspension of the 
rules. 

This motion was adopted—ayes 133, noes 28. 

So the motien was received, and, upon the ques= 
tion being taken, was adopted by the House. 

Mr. FILLMORE then offered a resolution, the 
effect.of which was to postpone the time appoint- 
ed for voting in committee on the amendments to 
the tariff bill, from 12 o'clock this day until 12 
o’clock on Friday next. The resolution also pro- 
posed to stop all general debate on the tariff bill 
to-day, and appropriate the remaining three days 
to a Giseussion of the details of the bill—allowing 
any member offering an amendment fifteen minutes 
to speak on it, and any other member ten minutes 
to reply. f 

Mr. ANDREWS objected to the reception of 
the resolution. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved a suspension of the 
rules for the purpose of receiving it, 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL. asked if the resolution 
would not be open toamendment, in case the rules 
were Suspended? 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

The rales were then suspended—ayes 120, noes 
17. 

Mr. FILLMORE, after a remark touching the 
importance of the subject, moved the previous 
question. ` 

Mr. ANDREWS ebjected to the previous quesa 
tion, bscause it was said, before the rules were sus- 
pended, that the resolution would be open to 
amendment. 

The previous question was sustained, and the 
resolution was adopted, without a division, and after 
several attempts to lay iton the table, and to have 
the yeas and nays recorded on its adoption. 


THE TARIFF BILL. 


sare 
of the tariff bill. ieee: 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON, who was entitled to 
the floor, addressed the éo mittee in opposition to 
the principles embodied: ga the bil. He was in- 
duced, as he said, to do go, because he believed it 
to be his duty to express what he felt to be the 
opinions of bis consuivents. He was surprived 


| to see ihe dogmas which had been asseried 


e 


“jn the debate. Ic bad been aSserted that the duties 
proposed’ would fall upon no one; that they would 
not be oppressive; that‘ they would’afford relief to 
the ople; and, also, thatthe imposition of duties 
would make articles become cheaper. The gentle- 
man who held this last argument ‘turned around 
‘and declared that this tariff was necessary to pro- 
tett-the labor of America against the pauper labor 
of Earope, s i j ; 

“Bome gettlemen, too, had actually asserted that 


the producer paid the tax imposed on imports, and: 


that the burdens were not borne by the consumer. 

-It really seemed that they had found’ the philoso- 
pher’s stone, and a mode by which the Govern- 
ment could be supported without taking anything 
out of the pockets of the people! These gentle- 
men, too, had appealed to the cotton-growers, and 
maintained that even they would require protec- 
tion against the competition of India. He should 
argue the question as if we were all consulting the 
interests of each other. The first principle he laid 
down was, that if Congress imposed duties, they 
must be paid by some one. The $27,000 000 of du- 
ties must be paid by the people of the United States, 
“inhabiting a great country, extending from the At- 
lantic to the Pacific, and from the Galt of Mexico 
to the St. John'’s—a people with diversified occupa- 
tions, climate, and soi]. The diversified interests 
of such a country-—the shipping of Maine—mannu- 
factures of Massachusetts—wool of Vermont— 
grain‘and commerce of New York—-the tobacco 
and numerous products of the middle S.ates—the 
cotton and rice of the South—ali these, he thought, 

> jt would be the policy of the patriotic mind to al- 
low to pursue their own course, assigning to each 
man the pursuit which pleased him best. His 
policy would be to leave them all undisturbed, and 
afford bounties to none. 

Suppose the Government could be supported 
without fany taxation whatever: suppcse the pro- 
ceeds of the sales of the public lands would sup- 
port the Government, and no necessity existed for 
impost duties: would it not be a bocn to the coun- 
try?- Would it not be a blessing to have no taxes? 
He was prepared for the answer which some gen- 
tlemen would give to this question. He was 
aware that there were many who would say that, 
without taxation, the country would be ruined. 
Why so? Was there any reason for it? Could 
not the citizen of Massachusetis become a citi- 
zen of Mississippi, or of any other State? In this 
couniry, should a man failin one occupation, or 
in one section of the country, he had but to goto 
another, and there invest his means. The object 

` of government, as he conceived, was to give equal 
tights, privileges, and protection to all the citizens 
living underit. Interests had, however, grown up 
in this country, under the influence of partial 
legislation, and those interests now called for fur- 
ther bounties from the Government. 


He entered into a histery of the rise and prog- 
ress of the protective-lariff policy since tke ‘close 
of the late war with England—its augmentation 
in 1824-28, and its reduction since 1833. He 
proceeded to show that the manufacturers would 
have adequate protection, even at 20. per cent; 
and quoted, on this head, the authority of his friend 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. C. J. InaersoLL,] who, 
he regretted, had made such a strange speech. He 
argued that the manufacturer of Massachusetts 
should not insist upon furiher bounties, 

The nex! point to which he wished to bring the 
attention cf the committee was, how this biil com- 
pares with the tariff of 1828. A gentleman from 
Pcnnsylvania yesterday said that was an excessive 
tariff, and so far as he (Mr. ‘Tuompson) knew the 
voice of his constituents, he was enabled to say 
that he knew not one who was in favor of the pro- 

tective tarif of 1823, whether Whig or Democrat; 
for both denounced it as a Dill of abominations, 
They were necessarily, then, opposed to the bill 
now before the committee, which had all the odious 
features of the bill of 1828—if, indeed, it was not 
more onerous and more oppressive. Amongst 
other features of the bill, was the preservation of 
cash duties. In 1828 there was a credit sysiem; 
and that aided and facilitated importations, But 
it was intended to change the system in that 
it. There might, also, be'5 per cent. added 
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‘ for home valuation; but the cash principle first. de- 
, manded attention.. ‘In the bill of 1828. there were 
_also the.two principles which his constituents con- 
` demned—the one the minimum,-and the second the 
specific duties. The minimum ‘feature was. the 
. most oppressive in the bill; for it made the poor 
man bear unequal burdens in the support of the 
Government. - 

The honorable gentleman here entered into a 
minute and. detailed statement of the operation of 
the bill on cheap cottons, and complained of the 
_disingenuousness of the friends of these bills, and 
their want.of candor towards the people. He next 
alluded to the article of wool, respecting which bis 
statements were full and elaborate. He compared 
the bearings of the bill on the cotton-planter as 
contradistinguished from the wool-grower, and also 
from the consumer. Heexplained the oppressive na- 
ture of the cash duties, and then proceeded to com- 
ment on the duties on blankets, flannels, and cotton 
bagging, and asked if the hemp-grower was entitled 
to oppress the cotton-grower? If so, it would drive 
the cotton-grower to expedients, which he specified. 
He imagined. that this was an inducement with 
Western men to support the protective tariff; for if 
they could get protection for their hemp, they were 
willing to extend it to others, for the protection ex- 
tended to them; and hence he was strengthened in 
an impression that it was to be fastened upon the 
country by a combination of interests. 


He next alluded to the iron interest, which call- 
ed for protection, to a want of which they at- 
tributed their failure, when, in fact, it was solely 
atiribatable to the bad management of their busi- 
ness, He also controverted the positioa which 
had been taken by several gentlemen, that daties 
did not increase the ecst to the consumer; and, af- 
ter a full review, he called upon the committee to 
pause ere il adopted such a bill of abominations 
as that under consideration. A tax for revenue 
alone should be laid, and rot a tax which would 
strike at the commerce and destroy the indusiry of 
any portion of the country; for one of the first prin- 
ciples of our Government was equal rights and 
equal privileges. And, again, in laying a tax for 
revenue to nicet the expenses of the Government, 
he believed it should be laid with reference to less 
than the present expenditure of the General Gov- 
ernment. He believed even the expenses of Mr. 
Van Buren’s administration were too great and 
too extravagant, and he believed they could be 
much reduced below the amount proposed by the 
Commitfte of Ways and Means. In 1823 the ex- 
penses of our Government were not $10,000,000; 
and this y:ar they were to be $25 000,000, accord- 
ing to a table which had been prepared at the other 
end of the Capitol. Sinee 1823 the population has 
increased seventy-five per cent.—making a total of 
abont seventeen millions; and a half and, with an 
economical administration of their affairs, he be- 
lieved the standard of 1823 might be epplied to the 
present period, and, if calculated in proportion to 
the increase of population, the amount would stiil 
be much less than that now contemplated. 

He condemned the distribution feature of the 
bill, but, from reeant circumstances, he was enabled 
to entertain a hope. He glanced at the project fer 


nearly expired, he said he would not erter upon 
the other subjects which he had designed to notice. 

Mr. CARY followed, during the residue of the 
time allowed for debate—barely twenty minutes— 
during which, he opposed the bill, and contended 
that the Government had no authority to raise tax- 
es for any oiher purpose than an econemical ad- 
ministration of the Government. 

The hour of 12 having arrived, to which time 
the generai debate was limited by the resolutions 
heretofore passed, and when, by the last resolution, 
the committee was required to proceed to the con- 
sideration of the details of the bill 

Mr. SALTONSTALL rose, and withdrew his 
motion to amend the bill by substituting for it that 
reperted by the Committee on Manufactures. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved an amendment, pro- 
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viding that the bill shall go into opera'ion on the 
15th day of August next, instead of afier the 30th 
day of June next. When the bill was fiamed, the 
} 20th day of June, inserted into ity referred to the 


the assumption of State debts; and as his time was. 


30th of June of the present year; but, by passisg 
it after that day, it would refer to the 30th June of 
next year. 

Mr. CUSHING suggested an amendment, which 
it was very usual to insert in bills, and which, he 
said, would obviate the difficulty—and that was, 
to insert the words “from and after the passage of 
this act.” 

After some remarks from Messrs. FILLMORE, 
ADAMS, and CUSHING, the amendment of the 
latter was adopted, and the amendment, as amend- 
ed, carried. 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE a verbal amend- 


“ment was carried, striking out the word “now,” 


and inserting the word “heretofore,” so as to read 
“the duties heietofore imposed,” &c. 3 
Mr. FILLMORE then offered the following 


amendment. ; c 
Strike cut the second article of the first section, 


and insert— 


“On coarse wool, unmanufactured, the value whereof, at 
the last port or place from whence exported to the United 
States, shall be seven Genta, or under, per pound, there shall be 
levied a duty of five per centum ad valorem: Provided, That 
when wool of different qualities, of the same kind or sort, isim- 
ported in the same bale, bag, or package, and the aggregate 
value of the contents of the bale, bag, or package shall be ap- 
praised by the appraisers at a rate exceeding seven cents per 
pound, it shall be charged with a duty of nine cents per 
pound: Provided, further, That when wool of different 
qualities and different kinds or sorts, is imported in the same 
bale, bag, or package, the contents of the bale, bag, or pack- 
age shall be appraised at the value of the finest or most valua- 
ble kind or sorts of wool, and a duty charged thereon according: 
ly. Provided, also, That it bales of different qualities are em: 
braced in the same invoice, at the same price, the value of the 
whole shall be appraised according to the value of the bale of 
the best quality: Provided, fig ther, That if any wool be im- 
ported, having in it dirt or any material or impurities other 
than those naturally belonging to the fleece, and thus to reduce 
itin value to seven centsa pound, “or under, the appraisers 
shall appraise said wool at such price as, in their opinion, it 
would have cost had itnot been so mixed with such dirt or im- 
purities, and a duty shall be charged thereon in conformity 
with such appraisal: Provided, also, That wool imported in 
the skin shall be estimated, as to weight and value, as other 
wool,” 


Mr. FILLMORE observed, in explanation, that 
the ecmmitiee, after a careful examination of the 
subject, and after hearing all persons who were in- 
terested in it, had come to the conclusion to recom- 
mend this alteration. The object of the amend- 
ment was to reduce the minimum named in the 
second article of the first section, from 8 cents to 7; 
and, secondly, to prevent the frauds which have 
been practised by introducing wool of different 
kinds in the same bale, and also to mix dirt and 


‘other impurities with the wool, for the purpose of 


reducing its value. Heretofore this low-priced 
wool had been admitted duty free; but this bill be- 
ing a revenue measure, it was proposed to impose 
a small duty on it. 


Mr. WISE said, if he understood the amend- 
ment, it was to add 14 per cent. on the duty on 
coarse wool provided for in the bill as originally 
reported by the committee. The bill, as it now 
stood, imposed a duty.of 5 per cent. ad valorem on 
wool not exceeding 8 cents in value; the proposi- 
tion being to put a duty of 5 per cent. on wool not 
exceeding 7 cenis per pound in value; the effect of 
which was to inerease the duty 14 per cent. 

After an. explanation from Mr. FILLMORE, 

Mr. CUSHING moved to amend the amend- 
ment, by striking out the words “on wool unman- 
ufactured, the value whereof at the last port or place 
from whence exported to the United Slates, shall be 
seven cenis or under per pound, there shall be levied’a 
duty of 5 per cent. ad valorem.” His object (Mr. 
C. said) was, ata proper time, to move that wool 
of the value of eight cents per pound, and under, 
should be admitted duty free. This description of 
wool had heretofore been imported free of duty; 
and, under the compromise act, many manufac- 
tories had sprung up, particularly.in bis section of 
the ccuntry, at which the coarse wool was used. 
These, he said, would be materially injured, if not 
ruined altogether, if this. heavy tax sbould be im- 
posed on coarse wool. ; 

After some remarks from Mr. EVEEETT in 
opposition to Mr. Cusnine’s amendment, the ques- 
tion was taken on it, and it was lost. 

Mr. SLADE moved to amend the amendment, 
by striking out seven cents asthe price of the wool, 
and inserting six cents, and offered a few’ remarks 
in support of his motion, “His principal argiment 


was, that-coarse wool was imported from Buenos 


Ayres, which could be sold cheaper than that of 
American growth. 


` Mr. PICKENS said that, as this was an impor- 
tant principle, he should like to have it distinctly 
settled. He was at-a loss to understand whether 
this bill was intended for revenue or for the protec- 
tion of local interests. If he understood the gen- 
tleman from Vermont, we were to protect our wocl- 
growers from the competition of those of Buenos 
Ayres; and he should like to know, if this amend- 
ment,prevailed, whether the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means was prepared with 
another amendment, increasing the duty on coarse 
woollen cloths, and other manufactures, so as to 
cover this increased duty on coarse wool? 

Mr. FILLMORE replying in the negative— 

Mr. TILLINGHAST said that he would offer 
an amendment to that effect. 

Mr. PICKENS. Well, the gentleman from 
New York will not offer it, but his friend from 
Rhode Island will; and, by this combination, a bill 
for -protection was to be carried through. He 
would-ask these gentlemen if they thought that the 
tax-payers of the country would be willing tostand 
like sheep, and suffer themselves to be shorn in this 
manner? 

The question was then taken, and Mr. Stape’s 
amendment was carried—ayes 85, noes 82. 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN moved to sirike out 
5 per cent. duty on all wool costing less than 6 
cents per ilb, and inserting 1 percent. He said 
there were many manufacturers of coarse wool in 
his district, who would be seriously injured by the 
proposed duty. Heretofore, wools under 8 cents 
had been imported free, and the articles manufac- 
tured out of the wool were liable to a duty of 50 
per cent. Now, the wool costing between 6 cents 
and 8 cents a pound—weuld be 30 per cent., and the 
articles manufactured out of it be subject to but 40 
per cent,—thus giving a home protection of but 10 
per cent., and making (compared with former 
laws) a difference against the manufacturers of 
coarse woul of 40 per cent. This was, troly, a 
strange way of protecting manufactures, or encour- 
aging home industry. He thought the argument 
had been, that it was necessary to protect Ameri- 
can labor—that that was what had been paralyzed; 
but now it seems the American manufacturer is to 
be sacrificed, to promote the interest of the wealthy 
sheep-grower. Itis not the labor of man that is 
to be increased, but the growth of sheep. It bad 
been said that protecting duties were necessary, in 
consequence of the low price of Jabor in other 
countries; but now, it seems, itis to protect against 
he better breed or feed of animals abroad. Such 
a tariff as this, his constituents had not asked for, 
and would not thank them for. D:sguised as it 
might be, it was but a wolf in sheep's clothing; and, 
for one, he wanted no such protection, and would 
give his support to no such injurious measure. Be- 
sides, these coarse wools are manufactured into 
articles mostly used by the poorer classes. To in- 
crease the price of the raw material, would raise, 
necessarily, the price of the manufactured articles, 
if the manufacturer continued to make them; and 
thus the class of laborers, manufacturers, mechan- 
ics, and others, would be oppressed, instead of re- 
lieved. And, instead of a measure equitably to raise 
revenue, it seemed to him to be too much the char- 
acter of the whole bill toaid the large manufactur- 
ing capitalist and the producer of the raw mate- 
rial, at the expense of the smaller manufacturers, 
mechanics, andlaborers. And it would have to be 
materially changed, to get his support. 

Mr. CUSHING moved to strike out 5, and in- 
sert 2 per cent., as the duty on unmancfactured 
wool not exceeding in value 8-cents per pound. 
Rejected, after some debate between Messrs. 
CUSHING and FILLMORE. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to amend the 
amendment of the gentleman from New York, 
(Mr. Fiitmors,] Ly striking out the amendment, 
and inserting “on all unmanufaciured wool, 20 
per cent. ad valorem.” He said that he was not 
in favor of giving protection to. the growers of 
wool, of the manufacturers of wool; he was not in 
favor of protection to any interest, other than that 
which arose from duties laid solely and only for 


revenue. He proposed the 20 per cent. ad valorem, 
because he believed it would produce more rev- 
enue: ihis might increase the duties on coarse 
wool, and would diminish it on that of a finer 
quality. He did not look to these things; be looked 
to the revenue. In addition to this, it would di- 
minish the difficulties experienced by our custom- 
house officers in the collection of the revenue. He 
hoped the amendment would be adopted, and be 
carried out through the bill—dispensing with the 
minimum principle adopted in it, and getting rid, 
at.the same time, of the controversies which we 
now witness between the wool-grower and the 
manufacturer of wool; the one wishing an in- 
creased duty on the raw wool; the other resisting 
that increase, unless a -corresponding increase 
should be given to the manutacturer; and both dis- 
regarding the interest of the great body of the peo- 
ple—the consumers. He expressed his dissatisfac- 
tion at the course of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, or its chairman. The bill had been long 
printed and on our tables; an amendment is now 
offered, essentially changing a material and im- 
portant part of the biil, that we could not bave 
printed, but must guess at.its provisions, as it is 
read at the Clerk’s table. He thought the chair- 
man should have given notice to the committee, 
and had his amendments printed. 

This amendment was rejected. 

Further unsuccessful propositions to amend the 
amendment were offered by Messrs. KING, AR- 
NOLD, and SLADE. 

Mr. EVERETT offered an amendment, to the 
effect that, on all unmanufactured wool, the duty 
shall be assessed on its value atthe place where 
entered; and that the said duties shall be at the fol- 
jowing rates, to wit: On all wool under 30 cents 
per pound, 10 cents per pound; on all wool over 
30 and under 50 cents, 15 cents per pound; and 
on all wool of 50 cents and upwards, 20 cents per 


pound. He entered into some explanations- to- 


enforce his amendment on the attention of thejcom- 
mittee, and said, amongst other things, that he cf- 
ered it to test ihe sense of the House on the sub- 
ject of foreign valuation. 


Mr. FILLMORE expressed the surprise which he 
had felt on listening to these amendments, after such 
duties had been proposed as cought to be satisfac- 
tory to the wool-growers; but he was much more 
surprised to find that gentlemen were desirous to 
append amendments to the bill which would be en- 
tirely prohibitory. 

After some observations from Mr. CUSHING, 
Mr. EVERETT, and others, the first part of the 
amendment—that relating to foreign , valuation, 
which was acted on separately—was negatived. 

Mr. EVERETT withdrew the second part of the 
amendment, and offered, in lieu thereof, an amend- 
ment to the effect tbat all such wool should be as- 
sessed on its value at the place of exportation; the 
duties specified in his amendment he withdrew. 

This was explained by Mr, EVERETT; and, 
after some observations from Mr. CUSHING, the 
amendment was negatived. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia moved to strike out 
9 cents and insert 4 cents. He said it was evident 
that the atiempt was made to see how much could 


be made out of the country by the imposition of 


this duty, for the benefit of this one interest, and 
aot with a view to revenue. He went on to con- 
tend that, if high duties were imposed, they would 
go for the benefit of the wool-grower, on whom 
no burdens were imposed for the support of the 
Government. They were like the landholders of 
England. England had been taxed for the wars in 
which she had been engaged; and, under the most 
oppressive system to the rest of that nation, the 
landholders had grown rich. Now, it was contrary 
to the genius of our Government to adopt such a 
system as this. p 

The amenåment was negatived. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT wished to offer a proposition 
to strike out the specific duty of nine cents, acd to 
insert twenty-five per cent. ad valorem. He said 
ihey were now on a part of the bill on which they 
should decide the principle which his amendment 
was designed to test, and which would govern every 
subsequent section of this act. If the doctrine of 
specific duties was to be adopted on articles of all 


values, they might as. well adopta: minimum prin- 
ciple at once, and carry it through the bill.. Re 
thought the people of this country would. not-agree 
with a gentleman from Pennsylvania that taxation. 
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was a genial influence, and- he wished to- reduce it . 


as much as possible. He wished to go further, and 


. to decide whether they were to carry owt the spirit 


of the compromise act of 1833, or to repeal it. The 
father of that act had frequently said, in debate, 
sufficient to induce the belief that the compromise 
act was held up as a kind of bible, or holy insiru- 
ment; and he (Mr. Roosvetr) hoped the gentle- 
men who held that statesman in so much esteem 
would now show whether they so regarded it. | 

He went into some statements to show: that 
there ought to be expecied an increase of imports; 
and that sufficient revenue would te received un- 
der the system which he now proposed, for all the 
purposes of an economical Government. 

Mr. ALLEN replied. 

The amendment was then negatived. ; 
Mr. HILAND HALL moved to amend th 
amendment, by. striking out the first clause of the 
amendment, and inserting the words “on all un- 
manufactured wool, a duty of 4 cents per pound, 
and 26 cents ad valorem.” f 

Afier some remarks from Mr. FILLMORE, 
this motion was rejected. 


Mr. SAMSON MASON moved to strike out 
nine cents per pound, and insert 30 per cent. ad 
valorem, and addressed the committee in support of 
the amendment; and, after some remarks from Mr, 
LINN, the amendment was agreed to. 

The question was then put on Mr, FitLmorn’s 
amendment as amended; and it was agreed to. 

The next clause imposes a duty of 40 per cent. 
on all manufactures of wool, or of which wool shall 
be a component part, with certain exceptions. 


Mr. JOSEPH R. INGERSOLL moved tostr ike 
out “hosiery” from the exceptions, so as to impose 
a duty of 40 percent. on that article. . 

Mr. FILLMORE opposed the motion, on the 
ground that the article being so light, smuggling 
would render the amendment ineffeciual; and, 

After some remarks from Mr. INGERSOLL in 
reply, the question was taken on the motion, and it 
„was rejected, 


Mr. CUSHING moved to amend the same 


_ clause by striking out 40 per cent., and inserting a 


duty of 75 cents a square yard; and addressed the 
committee in support of the motion. His princi- 
pal object was to protect the revenue, by prevent- 
ing smoggling. 5 

After some remarks from Mr. FILLMORE in 
opposition to the amendment, 

Mr. COOPER ef Georgia moved to amend the 
amendment of Mr. Cusnina, by striking out 75 
cents the square yard, and inserting2 0 per cent. 
ad valorem. Mr. Cooper said the bill proposed to 
allow fine cloths to come in ona duty of 10 per 
cent., while coarse cloths were made to pay 40 per 
cent, 

After a short colloquy between Messrs. COOP- 
ER and FILLMORE, the auestion was taken, and 
his motion was rejected. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST moved to amend the 
amendmeni by inserting 30 per cent. ad valorem, 
and 25 cents per square yaid. The amendment 
was rejected. 


Mr. BRIGGS moved that the committee rise; - 


which motion was carried. 

Several bills from the Senate were taken up 
and read the first and second times, and appropri- 
ately referred; after which, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Wenpnespay, July 13, 1842. 

Mr. EVANS presented a memorial from citizens 
of Maine, asking Congress to impose a duty on all 
wooes imported into the United States, except dye- 
wocds: ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. BATES, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which had been referred House bills entitled “An 
act for the relief of Catharine W. Calender,” and 
“An act granting Sally Pratt the benefits of the act 


. ot. the 7th Jaly, 1838,” reported the same back 
: without amendment, and with reports adverse to 


s 


P 
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their pastage; which were ordered to-lie on the tas 
ple, and be printed. 


‘On motion of Mr. WALKER, the report from 


, the State Department covering the proceedings of 
the commission on the claims of American citi- 
zens against the Government of. Mexico, was re- 
ferred to the Commiitee on Foreign Relations. 

“The resolution submitted on yesterday by Mr. 
Woopsury, was taken up, read, and adopted, as 
follows: f , 

“Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
report to the Senate where the public money has been deposited 
for safe-keeping since the repeal of the independent treasury; 
by whom the depositories have been selected; the changes, if 
any, which have been made in them since, with the reasons 
therefor, and under what regulations and securities it is placed 
with them when received from loans and treasury notes, as 
well as from duties, lands, and other sources; and to accom- 
pany this information with a list of the present depositories, 
and the amount of money in each, by the past returns,”? 


Mr. CONRAD, on leave, introduced a bill to 
regulate the chancery practice in the courts of the 
United States in the State of Louisiana; which was 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on the 
Jud.ciary. . 

Mr. CALHOUN moved the Senate to take up 
the bill for the relief of the heirs of Captain De 
Treville; but the motion was disagreed to. 

Mr: BAYARD moved the Senate to take up the 
bill to repave and repair a portion of Pennsylvania 
avenue; but the motion was disagreed to. 

“On motion of Mr, MERRICK, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of executive business; 
and afier some time spent therein, 

Adjourned, ; 


Ko P 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, July 13, 1842. 

Mr. WOOD presented, under the rule, the peti- 
tion of citizens of the city of New York, praying 
Congress to pass laws by which navy agents may 
be obliged to advertise for proposals and estimates 
for supplying the naval stations with beef and vege- 
tables. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to reconsider the 
following resolution, adopted yesterday evening, on 
the motion of Mr. UnperRwoop: 

# Resolved, That so much of the resolution heretofore adopt: 


"ed by the House as resates to the publicstables, and the supply . 


of horses and mail-carta, shall go into operation from and after 
the cloge of the present session of Congress, so far as it operates 
on John Lee,” 

A question arose as to the right of Mr. Jonnson 
to make the motion, he not having voted with the 
majority. 

Mr. BOWNE of New York stated that he had 
voted with the majority, and moved the reconsider- 
ation, 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON said that the effect of the 
resolution was to suspend, until the elose of the 
present session, a part of the retreschment resolu- 
tion adopted in the early partof the session. Prior 
to that time, he believed the keeper of the stables 
was paid two dollars per day, had the use of the 
public stables, and was paid one dollar and filty 
cents per day for the use of each horse, besides 
transportation of boxes &s., to the rooms of mem- 
bers. The Retrenchment Committee directed the 
iransportation of the mail, and other things and 
horses for the use of the touse, to be engaged by 
the postmasier of the Fouse. He believed the 
same man bad been employed, and was now paid 
one dollar and fifty cents per day each fer the use 
of five or six horses kept in the public stables, 
The resolution now proposes to give bim two doi- 
lars per day, from the time of the passsge of the 
former resolution to the end of the present session; 
which, he supposed, would be between four and 
five hundred dollars more than he would be enti- 
ted to under his contract with the postmasier. 
This be unders‘oed to be the case; but be bed 
moved the reconsideration in consequence of the 
course of conduct of the gentleman who at that 
time occupied the chair, [Mr. Baices.] When the 
resolution was introduced, and reed at the Clerks 
table for the information of the House, he arose 
in his place, and addressed the presiding officer at 
the top of his voice; but he [ihe chairman] proceeded 
Without listening to the objection be (Mr. J ) wished 
to take; and put the question, and paseed the resolu- 
fon, without giving BY Opportunity for objection, 
ae 
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or reading or understanding the resolution. My. 
J. was preceeding to comment on the conrse of the 
presiding officer, when : $ 

Mr. CUSHING rose to a question of order— 
whether it was proper to go into such am examina- 
tion on the question of reconsideration? 

Mr. JOHNSON said he did not wish unnecessa- 
rily tœ oecupy the time of the House, and would 
move the previous question. 

The previous question -having been seconded 
and the main question ordered, the main question 
on the reconsiderstion was taken by yeas and 
nays; resulting in—yeas 79, nays 70. i 

The question then coming up on the adoption of 
the resolution, 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON called for the yeas and 
nays, which were accordingly ordered; and, on 
taking the question, the yeas were 78, anè the nays 
70 


So the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. BARNARD, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported, without amendmen}, the bill 
from the Senate to provide further remedial justice 
in the courts of the United States; and gave notice 
that he should call it up as soon as the tariff bill 
should be disposed of. 

Mr. ADAMS called up the resolution cffered by 
him yesterday, calling for any correspondence that 
may have taken place between the Government of 
the United States and the Republics of Mexico 
and Texas, &c.; which was laid overon notice of 
debate. 

Mr. PICKENS hoped the gentleman would not 
press.it at thistime, He thought the resolution 
was premature and unnecessary, and should like 
to hear some member of the Committee on Foreign 
Relations on the subject, 

After some conversation between 
ADAMS and PICKENS, 

Mr. CUSHING. moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. ADAMS called for the yeas and nays; 
which being ordered, resulted in yeas 99, nays 74, 

So the House resolved itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Mce- 
Kennan of Pennsylvania in the chair,) and re- 
sumed the consideration of the tariff bill. 

Before the chairman of the Committee of the 
Whole tock his seat, Mr. MORGAN gave notice 
of his intention to move a reconsideration of the 
vote by which the resolution for taking the tariff bill 
out of committee on Friday at 12 o'clock was 
adopted. 


DETAILS OF THE TARIFF BILL. 

The committee resumed the coġsideration of the 
items of the tariff bill. ; f 

The 4th item of the Ist section! impésed a duty 
of sixty five cents per square yardion Wilton, treble 
ingrained, Saxony, and Aubussoa cafpets and car- 
petings, if 

Mr. CUSHING moved, inasmuth as the duty 
had been inereased on wool, to rike ont sixty-five, 
and insert seventy-five cents per square yard. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia sai that he found, by 
Yeference to the tables printed by order of the 
House, that the duty on these articles was, by the 
tariff of 1824, fifty cenis per square yard; tariff of 
1828, seventy cants; tarif of 1832, sixty -three 
cents; and the duty proposed to be laid on ihe same 
articles by the Committee on Manufactures, was 
oniy fifty cents, Now, said he, bere is a bill pro- 
fessing merely to be for the purpose of Taising rev- 
enue, which propotes a higher duty than that with 
which the Comiittee on Manafactares was satis. 
fied. But the gentleman from Massachusetts {Mr. 
Cusuinc] bad given as a reason fora high rate of 
duty, that the duwy on wool had been increased. 
True, bui he understeod that the price of wool 
had fallen, and the duty was not such as to make 
a differeace serious‘y affecting the interests of the 
manafaciurers of carpetirg. He trusted that the 
House world look to the interests of the country, 
and not suffer any such injustice to be done as was 
proposed by this increase o! Guty. ; 

‘the question was taken on Mr. Cusuine’s 
amendment, and it was rejected, 

Mr. SVITH of Virginia then moved to reduce 
the duty from 65 to 50 cents, which was the rate 


Messrs, 


proposed by the Committee on Manufactures. H 
thought that if that committee were satisfied with 
this rate, surely the Committee of Ways and Means 
should be. 

Mr. FILLMORE replied, and said that the ob- 
ject of the high rate was to raise revenue. The 
articles were not made in.this country, and, there- 
fore, a high duty might be imposed with good 
effect. 

The committee refused to concur in Mr. Smita’s 
amendment. 

‘Mr. FILLMORE moved to increase the duty on 
woollen blankets (other than those under 75 cents 
in value) from 25 to 30 per cent. ad valorem, 
Agreed to. 

Mr. READ moved to strike out the ad valorem 
duty, and insert a specific duty of §2 on each; and 
also to include “woollen shawls.” Rejected. 

Mr. CUSHING moved to increase the duty on 
the cheaper kind of blankets (i. e. those under 75 
cents in value at the place where imported) from 
15 to 20 per cent. 

Mr. FILLMORE said the duty was already as 
high as the article would bear. The amendment 
was rejected. 

Mr. HABERSHAM moved to reduce the duty 
on the same article to 5 per cent. Rejected. 

Mr. READ moved to increase the duty to 30 per 
cent. Rejected. 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the duty on 
woollen and worsted yarn was increased to 30 per 
cent. 

The 8th item provided “on woollen or worsted 
mitts, gloves, caps, and bindings, and on woollen or 
worsted hosiery—that is to say, stockings, socks, 
drawers, shirts, &c., made on frames, a duty of 
25 per cent.” 

Mr. FLLLMORE moved to increase the duty on 
those articles to 30 percent. He did so; he said, 
for the benefit of the old women of the country, 
who made those articles. Adopted, 

Mr. BARNARD made an ineffectual motion to 
have the duty on “shirts and drawers” increased to 
50 per cent. . 

Mr. EVERETT offered an amendment provi- 
ding that all duties should be assessed on the value 
of the gocds at the port where entered, He said 
when the bill got into the House, he should en- 
deavor to get a vote by yeas and nays on this 
amendment. Much had been said about the com- 
promise act, and he wished to see who woald abide 
by it in this respect. 

Mr, FILLMORE said the mode of assessing the 
duties was provided for in a subsequent section of 
the bill. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia said he was surprised 
that the gentleman from Vermont [Mr. EVERETT] 
should appeal to others to sustain the compromise 
act, when he himself was so anxious for its viola- 
lion. The gentleman, he thought, had better set 
an example, before he appealed to others. 

Mr. Evesurr’s amendment was rejected, 

Ona motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the duty on 
“thread laces and inserting.” was raised from 194 
to 15 per cent. ad valorem, after an ineffectual 
effort by Mr. J. R. Incersour to keep it down, 

Mr. HABERSHAM moved to reduce the duty 
on ready-made clothing from 50 to 40 per cent, 
Rejected. 

On motion of Mr, FILLMORE, the duty on goid 
and silver embroidery, &c., was increased trom 
128 to 15 per cont. 

Mr. HABERSHAM moved to reduce the duty 
on “clothing finished, in whole or in part embroi- 
dered in gold or silver,” from 50 to 40 per cent. 
Rejec‘ed. 

The second section being under consideration, 

Mr. HOLMES moved an amendment to the 
second clause of that section. The section pro- 
posed to fix certain Specific duties on cotton and 
cotton gcods, in which there was incorporated a 
proviso “that all manufactures of cotton, or of 
which cotton shall be a component part, not dyed 
colored, printed, or siained, not exceeding in value 
twenty cents per square yard, shall be valued at 
twenty cents per square pard.” He proposed to 
reduce the last “20 per cent.” to “10 per cent,” 

Mr. FILLMORE explained, that, as it stood in 


i the bill, it was a teduction from 30 to 20 per cent,’ 


es Aa ila cae a Aare ee 


The amendment was rejected. 
Mr. ROOSEVELT moved to strike out the por- 
tion of the clause which make exception of cotion 
twist, yarn, and thread, and the provisc part of 
which Mr. Homes moved to amend. His object 
was to limit the paragraph to the following words: 
“On all manufactures of cotton, or of which cot- 
ton shall be a-component part, not otherwise speċi- 
fied, a duty of 30 per centum ad valorem.” 

He desired to lay a duty which should not be 
deceptive to the people. He was opposed toa 
nominal duty of 30 per ceat., when, in fact, in 
many cases, the duty was 100 per cent. 

Mr. FILLMORE desired to submit an amend- 
ment, before the question was taken on the motion 
of the gentleman trom the city of New York. He 
proposed to strike out the words “and if exceeding 
in value 20, and not exceeding in value 25 cents 
per square yard, shall be valued at 25 cents per 
square yard.” 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. FILLMORE then said he was instructed by 
the Committee of Ways and Means to move an- 
other amendment. The proviso contained the fol- 
lowing. words: “Excepting velvets, cords, mole- 
skins, fustians, buffalo cloths, or goods manufac- 
tured by napping or raising, cutting or shearing, 
not exceeding in value 50 cents the square yard, 
which shall be valued at 50 cents per square yard.” 
The figures 50 he proposed to reduce to 25; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT then ealled for tellers on his 
motion to strike out the proviso as amended; aud 
Messrs. Boarpman and A. V. Brown were 
appointed; and they reported 56 in the affirmative, 
and 85 in the negative. The motion was, there- 
fore, lost. 


Mr. GWIN proposed to strike out “three cents,” 
and insert twenty per cent. ad valorem. He 
wished, before he proceeded to make the remarky 
which he intended on his motion, to ask the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means a 
question. Upon whose application was this duty 
of three cents a pound on unmanufactured cotton 
inserted in the bill? 

Mr. FILLMORE answered that no one had 
asked for the duty. No application had been 
made to the committee on the subject, $ 

Mr. GWIN said this was just what he expected 
to hear. Ia this—a revenue bill that purported, by 
Vs title, to lay duties to raise revenue—a duty is 
laid upon an article that will inevitably act as a 
prohibitory duty, if there was a prospect of there 
ever being cotton imported into the country to be 
taxed. Sir, (said Mr. G.,) this bil states a false- 
hood on its face. It purports to raise revenue; 
and here, at least, if not in many other in- 
stances, the duty, if it operates at all, will pro- 
hibit the introduction of the article upon which 
a duty is proposed to be levied. He said it 
was well known why this duty was inserted 
in the bill—it was to trap Sou'hern members. 
If they moved to strike it out; they were to be 
charged with neglecting the interests of their constitu- 
ents; if they failed to make such a motion, in their 
opposition to duties proposed in other parts of the 
bill, they were to be taunted for their silence, 
when this pertion of the bill was acted on im- 
posing a tax upon cotton imported into the coun- 
try. He was willing to meet the issue. 

He proposed the twenty per cent, not because 
the cotton-growers needed any protection, or that 
this would afford them any protection; but because 
he thought this rate of duty sufficient to meet all 
the wants of the Government, if Jevied upon all 
of ‘our imports except gold and silver; aed he 
merely proposed this as the standard beyond which 
he would not go. Except fcr home valuation on 
some articles, he might compromise with a duty of 
five percent. If any gentleman thought this af- 
forded the least protection to the cotton-growers, 
and would propose a lower sum, he would vote for 
it. He simply proposed it for a revenue measure— 
not that he expected a revenue from it; for there 
had not been (with, perhaps, the exception of some 
importations from Texas in 1841) any importation 
of cotton for years past, Some gentlemen had told 
him this seeticn had been introduced into the bill as 
a hoax. Hewas not disposed to let it be played 
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out asa hoax. Not a cotton-grower in the United 
States had asked for the duty, and he believed not 
a cotion-grower would object to its being stricken 
out entirely. [Several voices: ‘Ten move to strike 
it out.) 

Mr. G. said he had made the motion he in- 
tended, to show tha', if it was a hoax, he, at least, 
Was not @ party to it; and let those who were so 
vociferous for striking out the duty, make the mo- 
tion. They were the enemies of the cotton- 
growers, and let them make the move. For 
one, he did not object 1o-it. He wanted no pro- 
tection for cotton—protection . against foreign 
nations, and especially India cotton. We can 
compete, and successfully, too, with India in the 
home market of Ergiand. Need we fear her here? 
He hoped the amendment would be adopted, to 
add somewhat to the trathful appearance of the 
tide of the bill. He hoped it weuld be improved 
in a similar respect in other portions of it. 

Mr. FILLMORE called for tellers, and Messrs. 
CHAPMAN and Cowen were appointed; and they 
reported 76 in the affirmative, and 63 in the nega. 
tive. ‘The amendment was therefore agreed to. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia moved to strike out 
the proviso of the second clause, which Mr. 
RooseveLT had moved to strike out with some 
other matter. 

Mr. CUSHING opposed the proposition, and 
he made some remarks thereon. 

The motion was negatived, 

Mr, TILLINGHAST moved to amend the 3d 
article of the 2d section, by striking out the duty of 
25 per cent. ad valorem on cotton spools, and in- 
serting a duty of 12 cents per dozen spo ls; and if 
above that, a duty of 30 per cent. ad valorem. 

This amendment was rejected. 


Mr. RHETT moved to strike out the following 
minimums in this clause: 

Provided, That all manufactures of cotton, or of which cot- 
ton shall bea component part, not dyed, colored, printed, or 
stained, not exceeding in value twenty cents per square yard, 
shail be valued at twenty cents per square yard; and if exceed- 
ing in value twenty, and not exceeding in value 25 cents per 
square yard, shat! be vained at 25 cents per square yard; and if 
dyed, colored, printed or stained, in whole or in part, not ex- 
cecding in value thirty cents the square yard, shall be valued at 
thirty cents per square yard, excepting velvets, cords, mole- 
skins, fustians, buffalo cloths, or goods manufactured by nap- 
ping or raising, cutting or shearing, not exceeding in value 50 
cents the square yard, which shall be valued at 60 cents per 
square yard, and duty be paid thereon accordingly. 

Mr. R. said he made the motion with no hope of 
its prevailing, but merely for the purpose of afford- 
ing him an opportunity of saying a few words as 
to the minimum principle. He objected to it, be- 
cause it was deceptive, and disguised the tax from 
the people. It provides that an article costing 
over six cents, and under twenty cents, shall be 
considered as worth twenty cents; and on that false 
estimate il assesses a tax of twenty per cent. 
Now, it begins by asserting a falsehood; and, in- 
stead of twenty per cent. on the cheaper articles, 
it levies double and quadruple that amouat. It 
also laid the taxes heaviest on the cheaper articles, 
Which fall into the consumption of the many. It 
is thus based on a falsehood: it is deceptive in its 
Operation, and unjust in its exactions, falling 
heaviest on those least able to pay. Mr. R. said 
he was for asserting the truth in legis!ation—bring- 
ing the tax as nearly as possible to the intelligence 
of the people, and equalizing its burdens. He ob- 
jected, also, to specific duties, because they did 
not vary with the price of the article, but remained 
ihe same on the article when low as when high. 
Thus, when articles were cheapened by competi- 
tion, or any other cause, and thus came within the 
range of the consumption of the poor, the specific 
duty kept up the price, and increased the tax. For 
instance: suppose a specific duty of five cents is 
laid on a yard of cloth worth fifteen; this will be 
thirty-three and a third per cen'.; bat if the cloth 
falls to ten cents, the tax wili be fifty per cent.; and 
if to five, the tax will be one hundred per cent. 
Mr. R. said, in his opinion, instead of the tax 
being accumulated as the articles cheapen, and 
fall into the consumption of these least able to 
pay the tax, the tax ought to be lessened. He was 
in favor of the ad valorem principle of taxation, 
becanse it was what it professed to be: if was in- 
telligible, and varied and fell with the price of the 
article. Taere may be a few articles that it would 


be inconvenient to apply it to, bul it was the right 
principle. The only objection was, that it was 

open te fraud, by unfair invoices; but this could be 

avoided by legislation. The gentleman from Mas-. 
sachuseits [Mr. Cusuine] said that hé wished the’ 
bill to be so framed as to secure stability. _Perma- 

nency was what he wanted for the benefit of manu- 

factzres. Is it possible that gentlemen could hope 

for any stability. under this bill? Mr. R. warned ` 
the House that this bill would never be submitted 

to by the country. It was, in the opinion of his 
people, unjast, partial, and unconstitutional, It 
was a law passed by a particular interest for their 
benefit. The many whom it oppressed would 
sponge it out, from the first word to the last; nor 
would they rest until the principle on which it was 
based was extirpated in the legislation of this 

Government, 

On taking the question, Mr. Ruerr’s amendment 
was rejected. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved to amend in section 3d, 
Ist clause, by siriking out the ad valorem duties 
on manufactured silks, and inserting a duty of 
$2 50 per pound. - 

Mr. CUSHING moved to amend the amend- 
ment, by reducing the duty to $2 a pound, which 
he said would make the duty about equal to 20 
per cent. A higher duty, he thought, would lead 
to smuggling; and it was, therefore, idle to atlempt 
to levy duties that could uot be collected. A high 
duty would also operate prejudicially against a 
class ef importations that it was the daty of the 
United States to encourage, coming as it did from 
France, our ancient ally, with whom it was our 
interest, as well as our inclination, to cultivate the 
most friendly relations. He ihought that a rate of 
duty as high as 20 per cent. was as far as they 
should go in taxing this article. g 

Mr. FILLMORE observed that this was a reve 
enne measure; and therefore silks, which were ars 
ticles of luxury, were the most proper to levy a 
high duty on. They should be taxed as high as 
could be done without causing prohibition. 

Mr. Cusuine’s amendment to the amendment 
was then rejected without a division. 

Mr. McKEON moved to strike out the provision 
regulating the duty by weight. He said that he 
had learned from an experienced manufacturer 
that the coarsest silks were the heaviest. The finest 
sik underwent a course of purification which 
materially lessened its weight. There would be 
great injustice in putting a higher tax on the 
coarser article. 

On taking the qnestion, Mr. McKron’s amend- 
ment was rejected; ard 

The amendment of Mr. Firtmore was carried 
without a division. 

Mr. JOS. R. INGERSOLL moved to strike out 
the ad valorem duty of 30 per cent. on silk um- 
brellas, parasols, and sun-shades, and insert, in 
lieu thereof, a specific duly of $1 50; which, af- 
ter a brief explanation from Mr. L, was rejected. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved to strike out “thirty-five 
doliars” in the 41st line, so as to make the duty on 
all Manilia and India hemp and grasses twenty- 
five dollars per ton; and to reduce the daty on co- 
dila, or tow of flax, to twenty dollars per ton, iñe 
stead of twenty-five dollars: carried. 

Mr, FILLMORE moved to strike out, in the 
fifty-fourth line, “nine cenis,” and insert seven cents 
—being the duly on sail duck: carried. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved to reduce the duly on 
unmantfactured flax from forty dollars to twenty 
dollars per ton. 

Mr. CUSHING moveito amend the amend- 
ment, by striking ont tke whole clause, so as to 
make the article duty free. 

On taking the question, Mr. Cusnine’s motion 
was rejecied, and then 

Mr. Fitpmorr’s motion was adopted. 

Mr. McKEON moved to amend the section by 
reducing the rate of duty on cordage, tarred and 
untarred, twine and seines. 

Mr. McK. remarked that he had heard much, 
during the general discu:sicn on this bill, that it 
was intended to share benefits equally amongst all 
interests in the country. The duties which be pro- 
posed to reduce would, if permitied to stand as 
they were reported in the bill, operate most op- 
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pressively ọn the navigating interests of the coun- 
try Our merchants could not fit-out vessels with- 
ont a heavy tax being incurred. - He wished to al- 
low our fishermen, and our sea-faring men, to pur- 
chase their articles without an oppressive burden 
on them. They already suffered enough: in the 
dangerous ‘and hazardous business they were en- 
gaged in, without being taxed for the benefit of the 
manufacturing interests. By reducing the duty, 
we should obtain more revenue, and, he believed, 
the fishermen and sailors generally would have not 
only a cheaper, but a better article than they now 
have. ` 

Mr. SHIELDS moved to strike out, in line 53, 
“5 cents per square yard,” being the duty on cotton 
bagging, gunny cloth, &c., and insert 20 per cent. 
ad valorem. i 

Mr. S., in support of this amendment, made an 


estimate of the annual amount of the cotton crop, . 


and the quantity of bagging used in packing it; (be- 
ing about eleven millions of ‘square yards,) for the 
purpose of showing how oppressive the duty would 
be. A duty of 5cents the square yard would be 
nearly 100 per cent. on the East India gunny cloth, 
which came cheap, and answered as well as cotton 
bagging, and was now principally used in his sec- 
tion of the country. This duty would amount toa 
prohibition of tbe article. 

` Mr. FILLMORE replied to the remarks of the 
géntleman from Alabama, (Mr. Sareips,] and 
stated that the duty proposed was only equal to 
about 25 per cent, ad valorem. 

Mr. GWIN moved to amend the amendment, by 
striking ont 20 per cent., and inserting 25 per cent. 
He said he‘did so for the purpose of testing the 
sincerity of the declaration that 25 per cent, would 
be a sufficient duty. If it was, he saw no reason 
why it should not be inserted, instead of 5 cents 
per square yard. 

[This was accepted by Mr. Surmups.] 

Mr. G. DAVIS replied, and argued, during his 
ten minutes, in favor of protection to bagging, 
gunny cloth, &e. i 

The amendment was rejected—ayes 34, noes 89. 

Mr. GAMBLE then moved to strike out “5 cents 
per square yard,” as the duty on the same article of 
cotton bagging, and insert 34 cents. 

Mr. GWIN moved to amend this amendment, 
by striking out 34 and inserting 2 cents. He said 
that the people of Mississippi had to pay a heavy 
tax upon all the bagging with which they packed 
up their cotton—75 cents on every bale. They 
derived this bagging from the State of Kentucky, 
which, out of the 450,000 bales of cotton annually 
made in Mississippi, only consumed about 5,000, at 
most. 

Mr.MARSHALL of Kentucky said: The chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means bas already 
explained that this duty of five per cent. on cotton 
bagging and guany cloth was laid simply with 
reference to revenue. He has stated that this 
specific duty, if estimated as an ad valorem duty 
upon the present price of the foreign ar- 
ticles, is below the average duties imposed by 
this bill, with a view to revenue alone. The 
gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Gamaun,] in 
favor of his amendment, contends that this duty 
of five cents is higher than the duty imposed prior 
to 1832. which he considers as the highest standard 
even of a protective duty, and moves to reduce it 
to. that standard—three and a half cents per square 
yard, A duty of any particular date can, of itself, 
form no standard, rule, or reason, for present le- 

gislation. Circumstances may so have altered as 
to require a readjustment of the actual amount of 
duty, in order to preserve your principle, and in- 
sure your objeci, whether that principle and object 
be protection or revenue. The genileman shows 
and argues tha! there has been a great change of 
circumstances since the year 1832, He shows that 
by the improvement of machinery, and other 
causes, there bas been a fall in the real price 
of foreign bageing abroad—that is, the Scotch 
manufacturer can produce the article at an equal 
profit, and ata less cost to himself now, than then. 
In addition to this, the guony cloth, which is an 
India fabric, brought into use since that date, has 
been found well adapted to the purpose of cot- 
ton bagging, and comes in as a rival to the Dundee 


bagging—ibus tending, by the increased Supply, 
still farther to reduce the price. Now, sir, sup- 
pose we agree on these facts; and Iam willing to 
agree to them with the gentleman. Do they furaish a 
ground for increasing or diminishing the duty, upon 
the principle that we legislate for revenue alone? 
I assume, or rather admit, for the present, that the 
cotton-planter of the South is the consumer of this 
article, and that the whole amount of the duty is 
added to the price, and paid by him. How stands 
the argument for revenue? In 1832; the cost of 
the article in Scotland was fifteen cents per square 
yard; in 1842, from the causes heretofore enu- 
merated, it has fallen to thirteen cents. J state 
these prices merely for illustration, Now, in 1832, 
a duty of three cents raises the article to eighteen 
cents per yard to the consumer; and, in 1842, a 
duty of five cents only raises it to eighteen cents; 
so that the difference of two cents is saved to the 
revenue, without increasing the burdens of the 
consumer between the two periods. Nor can the 
duty, considered asa protection, raise the domestic 
article higher than the foreign, or in a greater ratio 
than three cents did in the former state of circum- 
stances. If the domestic manufacture has not 
been improved, by the same means which 
bave diminished the real cost of the produc- 
tion abroad, the increased duty does not ope- 
rate as a protection to the extent of the in- 
crease. Suppcse the actual cost of the produc- 
tion of American bagging to be the same in 1842 
as in 1832:—it is evident that the five cenis 
now is no greater protection than the three cents 
then; eighteen cents being the price of its rival in 
both periods. If, on the other hand, the same im- 
provement has taken place here, the American 
manufacture is aided to the whole extent of the 
duty in the market. The two cents additional rev- 
enue upon all foreign bagging imported goes into 
the treasury; and the American consumer pays for 
bis article just what he did before. Surely, sir, 
upon the mere question of what duty a particular 
article will bear for the purposes of revenue, the 
fall in the article abroad (the demand at home con- 
tinuing) will enable the financier to increase his im- 
post, without increasing the burden of the domestic 
consumer, But Mr. Speaker, in adjusting the 
revenue, there is nothing in the compromise 
act, nor in the President’s message, which 
prohibits us from having an eye to the protection 
of American products. And why, may I inquire— 
why should not hemp be protected within the limits 
allowed by those two high authorities? This bas 
been said here to be not a national, but a local in- 
teres'; not an American, but a Kentucky interest; 
an effort to make the cotton planter pay to the bag- 
gine-maker just so much more, by the strong arm 
of Government, than the natural condition of com- 
merce and the market would enable him i10 pro- 
cureitat. This js the old question, and I have not 
time to go into it. I would remark, however, that 
there are extensive regions in the West fitted for 
the production of bemp; ample, if brought into cul. 
tivation, to supply the whole demand of the cotton 
regions for bagging. 

This bill is not inattentive to Southern interests 
whenever they can come within the protective 
principle. Take sugar, for example. Now the 
Sugar region is confined in its extent; and dees hot, 
and cannot, supply the whole American demand. 
The protection afforded to it cannot terminate in 
the manner to which the protective policy looks 
by its principle, to wit: the sapply of domestic 
consumption, by domestic produci; and the conse- 
quent ultimate fall of the protected articles them. 
selves to the nafural price by domestic competi- 
tion. Yet sugar is protected by a duty of 50 per 
cent. in this bill. This might be considered a 
local interest. Kentucky, Indiana, Hlinois, Mis- 
souri, and more extensive regions still, are 
fitted to the production of hemp, sufficient 
for the whole national supply. That whieh 
can be made to supply the national demand, 
is surely a national interest. Cotton itseif 
is protected by this bil. Bat, sir, the com- 
plainis of the cotton-planters here against Ken- 
tucky appear to me to be entirely unfounded. In 
the first place, sir, their staple agricultural product 
meets with a favor in foreign nations, which is ex- 
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tended to no other product of American soil. While 
the duty upon coton isa mere trife in Britain 
and France, and the domestic market for ib 
free of all duty is enlarged—and, indeed, has been: 
created by this accursed tariff policy—the fruits. 
of Western fields and plantations are heavily bur- 
dened, or absolutely prohibited, by foreigners, 
Now this article of bagging is, in reality, 
not consumed by the planter, as has been hereto- 
fore admitted in this argument; but is, in reality, 
exported and sold with the cotton, and the price is re- 
imbursed by the foreign or American manufacturer.. 

[Mr. M. was here interrupted by two or three 
of the Southern gentlemen: “No, no, we pay il— 
we pay it.”] 

How is this, gentlemen, (continued Mr. M.,) 
how is this, I pray you? ‘You contend stoutly that 
the duties imposed upon foreign articles imported: 
into this country, and consumed by you, are paid: 
by you, and enter into the price of the article. 
How happens it that the duties imposed upon 
articles exported and sold by you, and bought, paid 
for, and consumed by others, are also paid by yout 
Do you pay the duties imposed by ycur own 
Governmen!, upon your consumption, and like- 
wise the duties imposed by other Governments 
upon your production? This cannot be. I have 
admitted that the consumer paid the duties; and 
upon this admission, assuming for the instant that 
you were the consumers of bagging, have shown 
that the five cents of this bill imposed no heavier 
burden upon you, and extended to greater protec- 
tion to us, although it yields a greater revenue to 
the Government, than did three cents in 1832. 
But when I proceed to show—what is indisputable— 
that you are not the consumers of the bagging, 
but the English, French, and New England man- 
ufacturers, you shift the ground agreed upon, and 
contend that the producer pays the duties laid upon 
the article. Take either horn. If the American 
producer selling abroad really loses the duties im- 
posed upon his article—whether an export daty 
levied by his own Government, or an import duty 
by the Government of the country where he sells— 
(and some gentlemen have treated this duty on 
bagging as an export duty against the planter, and 
have hence considered it as unconstitutional,) 
then surely the English producer isin the same 
situation. This Southern argument, then, proves 
that the whole tariff of duties imposed upon British 
tabric or materials—bagging, mark you, included— 
is paid by the fereign producer, and the Ameri- 
can treasury is replenished at the cost of for- 
eign labor and capital; unless gentlemen will 
contend that when they produce they pay, and 
when they consume they pay—that South Caro- 
lina and Georgia are saddled with the whole 
expenses of the British and American revenue sys- 
tems. But, sir, if a tariff of protection be a tax - 
upon consumption for the benefit of American 
manufactures, and, in the earlier stages of the sys- 
tem, really enhances the price, why the South 
have less right to. complain than any other portion 
of the Union, even of the temporary burdens—the 
price of ultimate national independence ; because 
their consumption is not greater in proportion than 
other parts of the country, considered separately, 
and bearing no proportion to the whole mass of 
American consumers; because the extension of 
our own manufacturing establishments enlarges 
the market for their ‘peculiar agricultural sta- 
ple; and because, during the struggle, their article 
is admitted into foreign countries almost free, 
while most of the agricultural productions of the 
United States are either heavily burdened or abso- 
lutely prohibited. It is scarcely fair, that wher 
Europe seals her ports egainst Western bread- 
stuffs, but admits Southern cotton, and while the 
West pays her full proportion of duties for the 
protection of other American interests, the cotton- 
planter should insist on baling in the cloth of Brit- 
ish India, or Scotland, notwithstanding the daty 
against which he writhes and declaims stimulates 
and fosters the industry of a portion of his own 
countrymen, or goes into the exbausted treasury of 
his own Goverament, and is finally reimbursed 
him by tbe foreign manufacturer or merchant to 
whom he sells. Sir, I could pursue these views: 
farther, but this is not the time. . 


Mr. Gwin; and it was rejected. 

` Mr. COOPER of Georgia then moved, as a com- 
promise, to fix the duty at 24 cents per square 
yard.” : å 
Mr: POPE having made a few remarks, the 
amendment to the amendment was negatived. 

Mr. COOPER then proposed to amend, by sub- 
Stituting an ad valorem duty for the duty per yard. 

Mr. CARY and Mr. GAMBLE having made 
some remarks— ` 

Mr. COOPER withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL proposed to strike out 3, 
and insert 2% cents per yard. 

This was debated by Mr. J. CAMPBELL, Mr. 
POPE, and Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi; and 
the amendment was then negatived. 

Mr. THOMPSON proposed to change the duty 
to one of 21 per cent. ad valorem; which was neg- 
atived. 

Mr. HABERSHAM moved, pro forma, to strike 
out 34, and insert 224 per cent.—his object being 
to obtain ‘an opportunity to make a few observa- 
tions; and then he withdrew his amendment. 

The question recurred on the proposition to 
strike out 5, and insert 34; which was negatived. 

The fourth clause of the 3d section being under 
consideration— 


Mr. W. W. IRWIN proposed to strike out 35, 
and insert 50, in the following clause: “On stamp- 
ed, printed, or painted flvor oil-cloth, 35 cents per 
square yard.” He said it was an article of luxury 
that was manufactured in this country. 

Mr. FILLMORE said the proposed duty would 
be prohibitory. 

The amendment was negatived. 

Mr. SALTONSTALL proposed to reduce the 
duty from 25 to § per cent. on Chinese or other 
floor matting, &c. . 

Mr. FILLMORE said they were articles of lux- 
ury; and as this was a tariff for revenue, they 
ought to be made to contribute. 

The amendment was lost. 

The 4th section was next in order. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT moved some verbal amend- 
ment; which was agreed to. 

Mr. FILLMORE proposed to amend the Ist 
clause of the section, by reducing the duty on iron 
in bars or bolts, not manufactured in whole or in 
part by rolling, from $18 to $17 per ton. 

Mr. J. COOPER called for tellers. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT proposed to amend the 
amendment, by substituting an ad valorem duty 
of 30 per ceat, 

The amendment to the amendment was nega- 
tived. 

The committee then rose and reported progress. 

Mr. ADAMS called up that portion of bis reso- 


‘lution which was postponed yesterday; and it was 


A, 
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"= adopted. 


Itis in the following words: 


Resolved, That the Presidentofthe United States be request- 
ed to cause to be communicated to this House, so far as may be 
compatible with the public interest, copies of all the corres- 

ondence between the Governments of the United States and 
Fexas, since the last commnnication of the President to Con- 
gress; relating to that Republic; and of any proclamations of 
the President thereof, declaring his determination to invade the 
Mexican Republic, and inviting the co-operation of the citizens 
of the United States in such jintended invasion. And the Pres. 
ident is-requested to inform this House whether any, and, if 
any; what notice has been taken by the Executive of the United 
States of the said proclamation of the President of Texas. 

After some other unimportant business, the 


House adjourned, at five minutes past four o’clock. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, July 14, 1842. 


Mr: WRIGHT, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which had been referred House bill for the re- 
lief of: Barnabas Palmer, made a report adverse to 
its passage, and with a recommendation that it be 
indefinitely postponed. 

On motion of Mr. GRAHAM, the Committee on 
Claims was discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the claim of Thomas J. Stone. 

Mr: GRAHAM, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which had been referred House bill, entitled “An 


n . 
aoe 


altimore, deceased,” reported the sime 


a“ recommendation that it be indefinitely 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


15 


The question was ‘taken on the amendment of | 


x 
i 
i 


\ “I am, sir, &c. 


On motion of Mr. SMITH of Indiana, it was 


_ Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be instructed to 
inquire what legislation, if any, is necessary to enable Lydia 
Conine to obtain the provisions granted to her by the War De- 
partment, under the provisions of Jaw,.the payment of which 
pension having been refused at the department, under the opin- 
ion of the Attorney Generalof the United States, of the 3lst of 
May, 1842; and that the said committee inquire. what legisla- 
tion, if any, is necessary to provide for cases similarly circum- 
stanced, and coming within the principle expressed in said 
opinion; and that the papers iu the case of said Lydia Conine, 


with the aforesaid opinion of the Attorney General, be referred . 


to the said committee, 


The PRESIDENT pro temNaid before the Seha 


ate a message from the President of the Upted 
States, made in compliance with a resoluyon of 
the Senate of the 11th instant, transmittinghe re- 
cent correspondence between the Repyblie of 
Mexico and this Government, in refytion fo Texas. 

The correspondence was of an intergsting and 
important characier, and very volumi ns, having 
occupied nearly two bours in the reaging. Mr. 
Webster’s letter of instruction of 8:h July, 1842, 
to Mr. Waddy Thompson, our Minister at Mexico, 
in reply to the first ietterof Mr. de Bocanegra, 
(already published,) covers the whole ground of 
the Mexican outrages on the cilizens and com- 
merce of the United States. Its great length would 
preclude publication in this evening’s paper, if, in- 
deed, we could have obtained a copy for that par- 
pose. Its tone may be inferred from the following 
extract from it, covering one point only of the let- 
ter of M. de Bocanegra, viz: 

“M. do Bocanegra declares, in conclusion, that his Govern: 
ment finds itself under the necessity of protesting solemnly 
against the aggressions which the ciuzens cf the United States 
are reiterating upon the Mexican territory; and of declaring, ia 
a positive manner, that it will consider as a violation of the 
treaty ofamity, the toleration of that course of conduct, which 
he aileges inflicts on the Mexican Republic the injuries and 
inconveniences of war. 

“The President exceedingly regrets both the sentiment and 
the manner of his declaration. Butit can admit of but one 
answer. The Mexican Government appears to require that 


which could not be granted, in whatever language or whatever 
tone requested. 


“The Goverument of the United States isaGovernmentoflaw. 
The Chief Executive Magistrate, as well as functionaries in 
every other department, is restrained and guided by the Con- 
stitution and the laws of the land. Neither the Constitution nor 
the law ofthe land, nor principles known to the usages of mod- 
ern States, authorize him to interdict lawful trade between the 
United States and Texas; orto prevent, or mempr to prevent, 
individuals from leaviog the United States for Texas or any 
ather foreign country. 


If such individuals enter into the ser- 
vice of Texas, or any other foreign State, the Government of 
the United States no longer holds over them the shield of its 
protection. They must stad or fall in their newly assumed 
character, and according to the fortunes which may betide it. 
But the Government of the United States cannot be called upon 
to prevent their emigration; and, it must be added, that the 
Constitution, public treaties, and the laws, oblige the President 
to regard Texas as an independent State, and its territory as no 
part of the territory of Mexico. Every provision of law—every 
principle of neutral obligation—will be sedulously enforced 
in relation to Mexico, as in relation to other powers, and 
to the same extent, and with the same integrity of purpose. 
All this belongs to the constitutional power and duty of the 
Government, and it wiil be all fulfilled, But the continuance 
of amity with Mexico cannot be purchased at any higher rate. 
Ir the peace of the two countries js to be disturbed, the respon- 
sibility willdevolve on Mexico She must be answerable for 
consequences. The United States, let it be again repeated, de- 
sire peace. It must be with infinite pain that they should find 
themselves in hostile relations with any of the new Govern- 
ments on this continent. But their Government is regulated, 
limited, full of the spirit of liberty, but surrounded, neverthe- 
less, with just restraints; and, greatly and fervently as it desires 
peace with all Stares—and especially with its more immediate 


' neighbors—yet no fear ofa different state of things can be al- 


lowed to interrupt its course of equal and exact justice to all 
nations, nor to jostle it out of the constitutional orbit ia which it 
revolves, 


\ “DANIEL WEBSTER.” 


| The following letter, comprising a part of the 


dnstructions to our Minister at Mexico, is in an- 


swer to the second letter of complaint and defiance 
of M. de Bocanegra. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, July 13, 1842. 

Sin: After writing to you on the 8th instant, I received, 
through the same channel as the former, M. de Bocanegra’s 
second letter, and, at the same time, your despatch of the 6th of 
Jane, and your private letter of the 2lst. This last letter of M, 
de Bocanegra was written, as you will see, before it was possi 
ble for him to expect an answer to his first; which answer is 
now forwarded, and shows the groundless nature of the com- 
plaints of Mexico. The letter liself is highly excepuonable 
and offensive. It imputes violations of honor and good faith to 
the Government of the United States, not only in the most 
unjust, but in the most indecorous manner. ; , 

You have not spoken of it in terms too strong in your circu- 
Jar to the members of the diplomatic corps. 

Un the receipt of this, you will write a note to M. Bocanegra, 
in which you will say that the Secretary of State of the Unite 
States, on the 9th of July, received his letter of the 27th of May; 
that the President of the United States considers the lauguage 
and tone of that letter derogatory to the character of the Unitec 


States, and highly offensive, as it imputes to the Gavernment.a 
direct breach of faith; and that he directs that no other. answer 
be given to it than the declaration that the-conduct of the Gov- 
ernment of the United States, in regard to the war between 
Mexico and Texas, having been always bitherto governed bya 
strict and impartial regard to its neutral obligations, will not be 
changed or altered, in any respect, or in any degree.’ If, for 
this, the-Government of Mexico shall see fit to change the retas- 
tious at present existing between the two countries, the respon- 
sibility remains with herself. ‘ 
ees I am, sir, your obedient servant, X 
DANIEL WEBSTER. 
To Wappy Trompson, Esq. 


Envoy Eatraordinary, §¢., Mexico. 


After the reading of the communications by the 
Secretary, . 

Mr. PRESTON rose and observed, that as the 
executive proceedings of the Mexican Government 
had been given to the public through the Spanish 
newspapers, as well as our own, previous to their 
official communication to this Government, it be- 
came highly desirable that the position in which 
this Government stands in relation to those pro- 
ceedings should be dis:inetly known. The main 
object of the call for the cfficial correspondence 
was to exhibit to the public mind, and to the whole 


i civilized world, the true position which this Gov- 


ernment occupies with reference to Mexico. His 
intention, at present, was merely to move for the- 
printing of the decuments, and for their reference 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations; and in 
doing so, he could not but express the gratification 
which he felt with the course which the public 
functionaries of this Government had pursued. 


The Government had assumed that attitude 
which her interest and her dignity required; 
and he believed ail would agree with him, 


that that attitude had been assumed with a 
gracefulness and propriety which was highly 
creditable to those who condueted the executive 
wffairs of this country. He was exceedingly grate 
ified to find that the conduct of our Minister at 
Mexico had been highly creditable to himself, and 
honorable to this country. Mr. Thompson. had 
executed his duty well and faibfally. 


It was clearly the duty of the representative of 
this nation to meet the charges which had been dis- 
seminated by the Mexican authorities against the 
Government of this country, by addressing himself 
to the same tribunal to which the charges had been 
addressed—namely, the various foreign diplomatic 
corps resident at Mexico. This Mr. Thompson 
had done, and in such a manner as must meet the 
approval of all. The language of the corres- 
pondence, and ef the various official documents, on 
the part of this Government, appeared to bim (Mr. 
P.) as being svfficiently spirited to meet the views 
of those who desired to assert and maintain: the 
honor and the dignity of this nation, in advance of 
all other considerations; and, at the same time, ‘so 
moderaie, that the friends of a dignified modera- 
tion and forbearance cou'd find nothing to object 
to. This Government had acted with the utmost 
forbearance that was consistent with the repelling 
of the injurious and unjust charges which had been 
heaped upon us. They had always, hitherto, treat- 
ed Mexico with the utmost forbearance, in relation 
to the claims of citizens of this country upon the 
Government of Mexico, in consideration of the 
embarrassed resources of that country. And he 
would venture to say that, if language such as that 
recently held by Mexico towards the Government 
of this country had been used by a nation of great- 
er political power, the translations ot the docu- 
ments, when published in the way in which the 
Mexican correspondence had been published, 
would have come to us accompanied by the repre- 
sentations of public meetings in all quarters of the 
Union, expressing the universal indignation of the 
community. ; i 

This country had submitted to the long continued 
postponement of ihe indemnity to her plundered 
ciizens, and patienily borre the insult of the Mex- 
jean ambassadors sudden withdrawal by a sort of 
flight, insidicusly circulating, at he moment of his 
departure, the most calumniating charges upon 
this Government. Notwithstanding this, the cone 

vention was agreed upon, that the claims might be 
judiciaily determined. But Mexico, instead of 
sending two persons to take their seats in that con- 
vention as judges, sent two persons to act as dip- 
Jomatic agents, to resist, by all the arts of diplo- 


macy, the adjudication of the claims against Mex- 
ico. à The period assigned for the existence of the 
commission was saffered to elapse, and only two 
millions and a half, out of claims amounting to ten 
or twelve millions, were awarded. And afier all 
the -patience exhibited by tbis Government, in 
standing coolly and calmly by while all this vi- 
olence and wrong was perpetrated upon our citi- 
zens, this is the sort of language now held by that 
country. These are the menacing terms in which 
they. speak of this Government. He was glad it 
was So; and he was rejoiced that the occasion now 
presented itself of showing to the whole civilized 
world the patience aud the forbearance with which 
Mexico had been treated by this Government. 

- Not so would it have been with a power Jess 
insignificant and less embarrassed in her domestic 
affairs. There was atime when the President of 
the United States did not hesitate to say to the 
King of France: “This matter must be settled by 
a given time, or letters of marqae and reprisal will 
be issued against your commerce.” But with re- 
gard to Mexico, from whom they had suffered 
many indignities, they had forborne much; and 
though he was no advocate for war, where war 
could be avoided, more especially in the case of an 
insignificant power and a sister Republic of the 
American continent; yet there was a point, as 
every American must feel, beyond which forbear- 
ance ceased to be a virtue. 

His object in rising, however, was merely to ex- 
` press his high sense of the tone of the correspondence 

on the part of this Government; and he would now 
move that the documents be referred and printed. 

Mr. SEVIER remarked that he was highly 
pleased with the character of the official corres- 
pondence on the part of this Government: it ex- 

. hibited a proper spirit, and a proper tone, at once 
patriotic, elevated, and manly. 

The communication of the Secretary of State, 
which had been laid before the Senate, was the 
second document which had recently emanated 
from thatdepartment of which he could say as 
much. He concurred with the Senator from South 
Carolina that we had ample cause of complaint 
against Mexico; but what he found fault with the 
other day was, that we should show so much sen- 
sitiveness wilh regard to Mexico, while we were al- 
togetver silent in relation to other powers against 
whom, also, we had abundant cause for complaint. 
He desired that the document might be printed, 
and that they might have lime to examine the sub- 
ject more minutely, as it was one which he consid- 
ered analbgous to, if not identical with, the rela- 
tions between this country and Great Britain. 

[Mr. Presron, (from his seat.) The case is 
probably stronger against Great Britain.] 

He apprehended it would turn out so. The pre 
vailing spirit in this country, in such cases as the 
present, he was perfectly convinced would be found 
to be for prompt and decided action—for money or 
war, When hard run, they were for fighting; and 
he believed, if they chose to make war, they would 
have the whole country to back them. And he 
hoped the Executive Department of this Govern- 
ment would preserve the same tone which had 
been exhibited now, in reference to all other na- 
tions. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said be could not perceive 
any very useful result that was likely to proceed 
from the reference of this ecrrespondence to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, He was glad 
tbat the call had been made, because he believed 
that the publication of the Mexican portion of the 

correspondence, which had already taken place, 
was calculated to create some a'arm in the coun- 
try. * He thought it would be well to spread the 
whole correspondence before the country, that 
they might judge more accurately of its whole 
bearing. ‘hat object would be accomplished by 
the printing of tbe documents, He would not, 
however, cbject to the reference, though he thought 
it wholiy unnecessary. He approved entirely of 
the tone exhibited in the correspondeace on the 
part of this Government. He would bave regret- 
ted extremely to see a blustering or heroic style 
adopted. it was not, and, he trusted, never 
would be, suited to the character of this people to 
adopt such a course against those who were so jit- 
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. tle able to contend with the United States. It would 


be far more suitable to the character and condition 
of the Republic of Mexico to grumble and bluster, 
and endeavor to magnify herself by a little mag- 
niloquence. A calm and elevated magnanimity - 
on the partof this Government was worth all the . 
heroics that were ever employed in matters of di- j 
plomacy. is : 

It was far more becoming the occasion——more 
befitting the dignity of this great nation—and he 
refbiced the more to see this dignified and forbear- 
ing tone pervading the correspondence of this Gov- 
ernment upon this occasion, emanating, as It did, 
from that cloud which, as far as the general affairs 
of this country were concerned, rested upon the 
Government. ~ It was a light which he rejoiced to 
see shining in this particular instance. He thought, 
‘however, that every useful ubject would be attain- 
ed by the publicity which would be given to it, 
and that its reference was wholly unnecessary. 

Mr. LINN remarked that he had been desirous 
of seeing the correspondence. He believed there 
were many causes for quarrel with Mexico; and, 
among others, one which had not been touched 
upon in that correspondence. He alluded to the 
outrage which had been committed upon an officer 
of the United States at Santa Fe. This was of 
itself a subject for grave consideration; and he 
(Mr. Liwn) would perhaps hereafter take occasion 
to say something upon it; in ‘he mean time, he de- 
sired that the correspondence should be printed. 

The message was then referred to the Com> 
mittee on Foreign Relations, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on the Public 
Buildings and Grounds, to which had been referred 
House bill for the relief of Hugh Stewart, report- 
ed the same back without amendment. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of per- 
sons residing within the reputed limits of Arkansas 
and Louisiana, beyond the boundary-line between 
the United States and Texas, as established by the 
running of the boundary-line by the late commis- 
sioners,” was read the third time and passed. 


Mr RIVES presented the proceedings of a nu- 
merous and respectable meeting of the friends of 
free trade, in Virginia; in which they represent 
their views in regard to the measures now before 
Congress. Referred to the Committee on Manu- 
factures. 

Mr. R. also presented the proceedings of a pub- 
lic meeting held in Harrison county, Virginia, ac- 
companied by resolutions, in which they remon- 
strate against the bankrupt law, as demoralizing in 
its tendency, injurious in its operation, unconstitu- 
tional in the opinion of some, and inexpedient in 
the opinion of all. Mr. R. said the persons who 
composed the meeting were of the most respectable 
character. As the subject was not in the posses- 
sion of any committee, he moved to lay the pro- 
ceedings on the table. The motion was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. BATES, the adverse.report 
of the Committee on Pensions, on the claim of 
Mary Neison, (new evidence in support of it hav- 
ing been received) was taken from the table, and 
recommitted to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. ARCHER moved to suspend the regular 
orders of the day, for the purpose of taking up the 
bill for the relief of the heirs of John H. Hall, laid 
on the table several weeks ago, for the purpose of 
giving time for some inquiries at the departments, 
which had since been made. 

The general orders were suspended, and the bill 
was taken up as in committee of the whole. 

Mr. ARCHER then requested the letter he had 
received in answer to his inquiries might be read, 
aod it was read accordingly. He then moved to 
amend the bill, by changing the sum from $20,000 
to $10,000; and it was so amended. 

The bill was reported back to the Senate as 
amended; and the ques:ion came up on ordering it 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. KING objected to the bill on general 
grounds: first, that only one of Mr. Hall’s inven- 


` tions remained of any use to the Government; and 


for that, as well as for the use of his patents, he 
had received ample payment during bis life. He 
had been paid by Government $17,000 in one way, 
and $20,000 in another. His rifles were aban- 


' doned in the service of the army, on account of 


being more dangerous to the soldiers who used 
them than to the enemy. ; 

Mr. CALHOUN was also opposed to the bill. 
He knew Mr. Hall when he (Mr. C.) was at the 
head of the War Department, and considered him 
an ingenious man; but considered him amply com- 
pensated in what had been heretofore paid to him- 

Mr. YOUNG had made inquiries into the mat- 
ter, and had received such information from one 
of the chief armorers lately engaged at Harper's. 
Ferry, as satisfied him that Hall's patent rifle was. 
more injurious than serviceable. The Govern- 
ment had already paid to Mr. Hall, for his inven- 
tions, $39,983; and had expended in machinery and 
experiments to carry them out, $149,810; and up to: 
1897, not more than 11,000 rifles on that plan had. 
‘een ma*, They were now given up. 

Mr. WRIGHT concurred with the Senator from 
Illinois, and called for the yeas and nays on the 
question of ordering the bill to be engrossed. 

Mr. ARCHER explained, that the reason the 
rifles were not used now was, because there were 
no rifle corps. But the same plan was applied to 
carbines for the cavalry; and 13,000 had lately 
been made, which were highly approved by the 
Ordnance Department. 

Mr. EENTON read extracts from several re- 
ports by committees of both Houses, since the year 
1819, showing how valuable these inventions were 
considered. : 

The debate was continued by Messrs. KING, 
YOUNG, and ALLEN, in opposition, and by 
Messrs. ARCHER, PRESTON, and SIMMONS, 
in support, of the bill. k : i 

The question was then taken on ordering the bill 
to be engrossed for a third reading, and decided in 
the negative—yeas 6, nays 35; so the bill was 
lost. : 

On motion of Mr. PRESTON, the Senate then 
went into executive session; and, after some time 
spent therein, i 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, July 14, 1842. 


Mr. FILLMORE moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union.” 

Mr. CUSHING asked permission first to make 
two reports from the Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs. 

Mr. ANDREWS objected. 

The SPEAKER suggested that he had several 
Executive communications which might be pre- 
sented. 

Mr. ANDREWS objected. 

Mr. FILLMORE then pressed his motion to go 
into Committee of the Whole; which was agreed 
te. ; ! 


| | THE TARIFF BILL. 


The House resolved itself into Committee of the 
While, (Mr. McKennan in the chair,) and pro- 
ceeded to /the consideration of the “bill to provide 
revenue ffom imports, and to change and modify 
existing laws imposing duties on imports, and for 
other purposes.” 

The pending question at the adjournment last 
night was on the first clause of section four, which 
Mr. Eipumore bad moved to amend by reducing 
the proposed duty on iron in bars or bolts, not 
manufactured in whole or in part by rolling, from 
$18 to $17 perton. ~ 

Mr. J. EDWARDS of Pennsylvania now pro- 
posed to amend the amendment by the substitution 
of $25 for $17: negatived, 

Mr. M. A. COOPER proposed to amend, by 
substituting 20 per cent. ad valorem: negatived. 

Mr. BLACK proposed an ad valorem duty of 
21 per cent., and advocated his amendment as one 
of great importance to his constituents. His prop- 
osition was negatived. 

Mr. J. EDWARDS moved to amend, by substi- 
tating $20 for $17. 

Mr. WM. B. CAMPBELL addressed the com- 
, mittee in opposition to the amendment, and toa high 
duty on iron; contending that the manufacturers 
already had sufficient protection, and that their 
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business was as prosperous as any other ia the 
country. 

Tae question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment was rejected. f 

- The question recurring on Mr. FILLMORE’S mo- 
tion to sirike out $18 and insert $17— 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia moved to amend the 
amendment, by striking out $17 per ton, and in- 
serting 25 per cent. ad valorem, 

He would not (Mi. C. said) let this mattér go, 
without showing all the whys and wherefores con- 
cerning it. It had been asserted that a duty of $17 
per ton would not amount to more than a duty of 
25 or 30 per cent. ad valorem. Now, he had no 
doubt it would be at least double. Mr. C. then 
went into a calculation to show the amount of the 
percentage. Why was this proposition made? It 
was not for revenue or proiection, but for abso- 
jute prohibitions He would inform the House 
that, in the country where he resided, there was no 
article made, or that could be made, in the United 
States, that came in competition with the one they 
used. It was, therefore, vain to talk of this duty 
being intended as a protection for American man- 
ufactures. What was the object of i? In some 
. countries they. used wood instead of iron for 

ploughshares; and if this high duty should be pass- 
ed, the people of Georgia would be driven to the 
use of their live oak roots for that purpose, rather 
than use the inferior American article. It was not 
to protect American manufactures, but to compel 
the peuple of tue South to use the interior ariicle 
at ihe manufacture:’s own prices, that this high 
daty was put on; bat gentlemen would find them- 
selves deceived: the people of Georgia would not 
use it; every man, from the mountains tu the sea- 
board, wquid understand it. The knew the price 
of Swedish iron, which was the only one suited 
for their purposes; and knew that the kind of pro- 
tection the committee proposed would be to deprive 
the consumer of that ariicle, in order to compel 
him to. use the inferior American production. A 
duty of 25 per cent. would not fall very far short 
of from $12 to $15 per ton; and that ought to be 
sufficient protection, unless gentlemen intended to 
drive the Southern agriculturists to the use of their 
live-oak trees to plough their grounds with. 

Mr. JAMES addressed the committee in oppo- 
sition to the amendment, and in favor of the bigh- 
est protection to the iron interest. 

On taking the question, Mr. Cooprr's amend- 
ment to the amendment was rejected—ayes 48, 
hoes not courted. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. FiuLmong, and it was adopted. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON of Tennessee proposed 
to strike out the proviso, which is in the follow- 
ing words: 

“Provided, also, That iron imported prior to the 3d day of 
March, 1843, in bars or otherwise, for railway or inclined 
planes, sha!] be charged with the duty on rolied iron; and the 
duties secured thereon, to be entitled to the benefits of the pro- 
vision of existing laws, exempting it from the payment of duty, 
on proof of its having been actually laid down on any railway 
or inclined plane prier to the 3d of March, 1843.” 

And to insert in liea thereof: 

“Andon railroad iron the same duty as on bar or bolt iron, 
made wholly orin part by rolling, excepting that which shall 
have been ordered on or before the löt of July, 1842.” 

Mr. J. said it was known to the House that 
he was notin favor of protection; and he would be 
willing to reduce the duties on this, and every other 
article in the bill, to the revenue standard; but if 
the protective principle was to be adhered to, he 
thought it should be extended fairly and equal'y to 
every interest. Hoe saw no reason why the friends 
of pro ection sacald ailow the iron interest to be 
so materially affected, by retaining the proviso in 
this bill, and’ exesapt Siates aud corporations Lon 
paying their proportion of the taxes levied upon 
this: article, and paid generally by the people. 
Corporations fer such purposes were composed 
generally of wealihy men, more able to pay than 
most other consumers. 
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He desired to place railroad iren on the same 
footing with all other kinds, and to pay duty from 
the passage of the bill. He felt surprised that the 
friends of protection had so long permitted that in- 
terest, and that alone, to suffer by the importation 
of large quantities of iron free. Upon examining 
the House Doc. No, 265, 2d sess., 27th Congress, 
would be seen the extent to which it had gone 
under the acis of 1831, 1832, and 1836, whereby 
the manutacturers had been greatly injured, and 
much taken (improperly he thought,) from the 
treasury. This table exhibits, for each year, tae 
amount of duties refunded: 


1831 > . - $6,847 90 
1932 - : g - - 336,709 19 
1883 - 3 i 3 202,210 70 
1834 - y - y + 421,010 34 
1835 - : < - 529,529 79 
1836 - : . A - 234,194 74 
1837 : p : - 407,517 05 
1838 ` = : - 910,011 66 
1839 - : : 5 - 672376 86 
1840 - 5 - > - 638,510 97 
Jedi - é : + 391/264 Öt 

$4,800,183 84 


The public treasury had lost near five millions, 
and the manufacturers of iron the protection to 
which they were justly entitled, so long as that 
system was continued. He insisted that justice— 
ample justice—should be done to that great and im- 
portant interest. No interest in the country was 
more entitled to proteciion; and no class was less 
entitled to exemption from the burdens of Govern- 
ment than those who had received the Ave millions 
under the acts of 1831 and 1832. Our own iron- 
makers could and would make it as well as any 
other in the world, and as much as was needed for 
any purpose whatever. 

The passage of the laws of 1831 and 1832 was 
afull and complete answer to the argument so 
often advanced on this floor, and so earnestly and 
emphatically repeated to-day by the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Epwarps,] that high duties 
made prices lower to the consumer. If that was 
true, how happened it that the section of country 
most interested in protection should be most anx- 
ious to have railroad iroh free of duty? Was it 
not because railroads were in more common use 
there than in the West and South, and that they re- 
ceived the iron so much the cheaper when exempt 
from duty? Would the manufacturer ask protec- 
tien if it reduced the price of the article he made? 
He thought that, whilst members claimed protec- 
tion for their peculiar interests, they should be 
willing to bear a fair proportion of the burdens 
which would result from their own system. 

This was not all that had been done to affect 
that imporiant isterest. Upon examining the stat- 
utes, he found that the general law for refunding 
duties on railtvad iron kad not been sufficiently 
broad to cover all the cases; and that, from time to 
time, individual applications had been made to 
Congress for refunding duties in cases not within 
thelaw. The first case he found was the 

Act cf July 2, 1836— 

Refunding to the Lexington and Ohio Railroad 


Company - | - - - $1,984 00 
Actof Jaly 7, 1838, refunding duties 
į te— 
The New York and Harlem Railroad 
Company - - - - 905 00 
The Baltimore and Susquehanna Rail- 
road Company, amount not known. 
The Newcastle and Frenchtown Rail- 
road Company - - - 2003 87 
Toe Georgia Railroad and Banking 
Company - - - - 3.361 62 
Remiuing duties to Charles Day, Wm. W. Frye, 


and George Whitman of Alabama, and Laurent 
Millaudon and Jas. R. Batts of New Orleans, 
authorizing them to import, free of duty, iron 
for steamboats, with the necessary tools and im- 
plements for construction, excepting steam en- 
gines; and the same privilege extended to G. B. 
Lamar and the Steamboat Gonpany of Georgia. 


And by the act of February 6, 1839, dutiés were 
remitted to the Baltimore, Wilmington, and Phila- 
delphia Railroad Company. 7 

By these various acts, thousands had been taken 
from the treasury, in addition to the millions which 
had been stated; and operating severely upon the 
iron interest, whilst it was compelled to bear the 
burdens imposed upon other protected articles, and 
of which they were the consumers. He insisted 
that the laws which his amendmeat proposed to 
repeal, were ncthing more than donations from the 
public treasury to aid wealthy corporations en- 
gaged in making railroads, who, he repeated, were 
less entitled to aid from the public treasury than 
any other class of the community. General. and 
special laws could be passed, emptying’ the treas- 
ury for their benefit; whilst the great body. of the 
people could not obtain the slightest amelioration 
of them, whatever their necessities might be: He 
appealed to those representing the iron interests in 
Pennsylvania and other States, as well as those fa- 
voring the protective system, to aid him in prevent- 
ing any exception being made in. this bill preju- 
dicial to that. most important interest. He believed , 
the manufacturers of iron would be satisfied if 
they bad the sarme protection as was given to other 
interests. He said they had been heretofore treated 
badly, and he hoped the wrong would not be con- 
tinued in this bill. i 


Mr. KENNEDY of Maryland offered a substi- 
tute for the proviso, specifying thatall iron which, 
at the date of the passage of this act, shall be or- 
dered by any company from abroad, in bars or 
otherwise, for railroads or inclined planes, shall be 
entitled to the benefit of the provisions in the exist: 
ing laws, and be entered free; also, such as shall be 
actually laid down on rails prior to Mareh 3, 1843; 
and all iron ordered after the passage of this act, 
or laid down after the date aforesaid, shall be here» 
after subject to the same duty as is levied on rolled 
iron. 


Mr. K. explained his object in offering. the 
amendment. He wished to save the iron already 
ordered fer railroads; and instanced the Baltimore 
and Ohio railroad, which had sent for a large quan- 
tity of iron, in order to complete ihe railroad to 
Cumberland. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON opposed the amend-_ 
ment. He thought it would give undue advan- 
tages to the large cities, which might send out. orders 
for ircn enough to last twenty years, and introduce 
it free of duty. 


Mr. CARY advocated the importation of rail- 
road iron free of duty. He read a letter from the 
president of the Petersburg Railroad Company, 
which entered into some calculations as to the amount 
which the railroads of Virginia would have to pay 
in case a duty of $30 per ton was imposed on rail- 
road iron. The tax which the 337 miles of rail- 
roads in Virginia would bave to pay was $735,000. 
This sum, toc, would have to come out of the prod- 
uce transported on the roads, and not out of. the. 
companies themselves. 

Mr. Kennepy’s amendment was rejected. : 

Mr. BLACK moved to fix the duty on railroad 
iron at 20 per cent. ad valorem. My. B. said he 
was unwilling to make a difference between the 
duty on imports by associated companies and 
private individuals—the farmers and mechanics of 
the country. He made this move for the purpose 
of putting revenue into the coffers of the Govern.. 
ment. As the Georgia railroad had been alluded 
to, he would say that the people.of his State, want- 
ed no exemption from the payment of daties on 
railroad iron, which it would have to pay on. taeir 
iron for ploughs and car'-wheels. 

Mr. BLack’s amendment was lost. 

The amendment of Mr. Cave Jouxson (noted 
above) was then rejected. : 

Mr. ROOSEVELT -moved to sirike out the 


_ whole proviso in relation to railway iron, &c., and 
fix th2 duiy on “bar or bolt iron made wholly or in 


part by rolling,” at thirty per cent. ad valorem.. 
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He was not himself willing to have such a high 
duty as this; but he wished to see if, by stretching 
a point, any motion to amend the details of the bill 


made by one of its opponents would be carried, 


He read part of a paper from an iron manufac- 
tarer of the name of Lippencott, who stated thata 
duty of $30 per-ton was equal 10.75 percent. Was 
the House. prepared to lay a duty of 75 per cent. 
for revenue—and that, too, upon an article of neces- 
sity, and not of luxury? He replied to the charge 
made against him that he advocated foreign in- 
teresis here; and asked if the advocates of the high 
tariff here were not themselves advocating British 
interest, by laying such high dutie:?;He thought the 
high tariff would increase the importation of foreign 
ers, although it diminished the importation of foreign 
goods. Jn that sense, the tarif would be a benefit, 
inasmuch as it would introdecea class of useful 
citizens, who would bring their machinery with 
them, and in this country manufacture the very 
articles which they could not export from a foreign 
country, Mr. R. quoted the 33d rule of the House, 
which forbids members from voting on questions 
in which they sare particularly interested. He 
feared there were too many members here who 
were interested in iron works and lands, and who 
would vote for the high protection, to get any 
thing like reasonable duties adopted. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he was instructed to move a 
reduction of the duty from $30 to $25 per ton. In 
reply to the remarks-of his colleague, [Mr. Roosx- 
veLt,] he would say that iron was an article 
which could bear a higher duty than mest others, 
on account of its being so frequently brought as 
ballast, and its bulk, which prevented it from being 
smuggled. 


In answer to an inquiry from Mr. ROOSEVELT, 
whether a duty of $30 per ton was not equal to 75 
per cent. ad valorem— 

Mr. FILLMORE admitted that such a duty 
Was equal to 624 per cent. 

After some remarks from Mr. BOTTS in favor 
of the highestrate of duty, 

_ Mr. J. COOPER moved to strike out $25, and 
insert $29 75 as the duty. Mr. C. addressed the 
Commitee in favor of the amendment. 

After a few remarks from Mr. FILLMORE, 

Mr, COOPER withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN moved to amend the 
amendment, by striking out 25 and inserting $27; 
though, he said, he should heve preferred the bill 
as it came from the Committee cf Ways and 
Means. He supported his amendment ia some 
observations, and replied to a remark made yes- 
terday by Mr. Roosevent, that New York was 
tributary to Pennsylvania. 

Mr. BOLTS entreated the gentleman from Penn- 
Sylvania to withdraw his amendment. 

` Mr. W. W. IRWIN consented. 

Mr. TOMLINSON renewed it, He contended 
that this duty was required by the manufacturers; 
many of whom, in his own district, were now suf. 
tering great distress. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON opposed the amendment 
~~his desire being to preserve the bill in its present 
shape. 

The amendment was negatived. 

Mr, RUSSELL proposed to amend, by substi» 
tuting $31 for $25; and, after some observations, 
withdrew his proposition. 

“Mr. RANDOLPEL proposed to fix the duty at 
$27 50 per ton, and supported the amendment in 
a few remarks. 

After some remarks from Mr. HOLMES in op- 
position to the motion, the amendment of Mr: Ran- 
DOLPH Was agreed to, and the amendment as 
amended adopted. 

Mr. McKEON moved to amend the bill, by 
striking out the whole clause; but the Chair de- 
cided that the motion was not in order. 

Mr. McK. said that his object was to strip this 
bill of the pretence of its being a revenue measure. 
He understood the gentleman from New Jersey to 
say iaat ihis was a poor article, not used by our 

blacksmiths; and he therefore wished to keep it 
from being imported into the country. Now, if 
be was right, the report of the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury showed that there was something like a 
million of dolars coming into the treasury in the 


importation of the article. . The object of the gen- 
tleman from New Jersey was to keep the article 
out of the country, and to give a monopoly to the 
home producer. How did gentemen reconcile 
this with a revenue measure? It appeared to him 
that the whole object was to see how much the 
producers of -iron could make out of the country, 
without the least regard for revenue. He wished 
the people of the country could see this, and that 
they all could witness what took place here on this 
tariff bill. He had no expectation of carrying this 
motion; and his only object was to call the atten- 
tion of the people of the country to the subject, and 
to Jet them understand that, on articles on whieh a 
high duty was collected, the avowed object of the 
high-tariff party was to keep them out of the coun- 
try. How gentlemen could reconcile this with a 
revenue bill, he was at a loss to imagine. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved to fix the duty on pig 
iron at $9 per ton, instead of $10: carried. 

Mr, FILLMORE moved to include among the 
articles paying a duty. of 22 cenis per pound, tin 
hollow-ware: carried. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved to fix the duty on cap 
or bonnet wire, covered with silk thread, at 12 cts., 
instead of 15 cents per pound: carried. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved to fix the duty at 24 
cents per pound, instead of 3 cents, on chain ca- 
bles. 


Mr. McKEON moved to amend the amendment, 
by striking out 24, and inserting 1, so as to make 
the duty 1 cent per pound. He offered this amend- 
ment by way of testing how far the committee re~- 
garded the commercial interest. Chain cables 
were pretty generally used in our merchant vessels; 
and he would suggest to the gentleman that it would 
be the saving of a very heavy expense to the Gov- 
ernment of the United States to adopt his amend- 
ment. 

Mr. KcKxon’s motion was rejected, and Mr, 
Fittmorx’s amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. FILLMORE moved to insert in the 50th 
line, after the word nails, “‘axle-trees, or parts 
thereof, mill iron, wrought iron for ships, steam 
engines and locomotives;” 2o as to fix a duty of 3 
cents per pound on these articles: carried, 

Mr. FILLMORE then moved to insert the fol- 
lowing proviso, to come in at the end of the clause: 

Provided, Thatall articles partially manufactu red, not other- 
wise provided for, shall pay the same rate of duty as if wholly 
manufactured articles: and provided, also, that no manufacture 
from steel, sheet, rod, hoop, or other kinds of iron, shail pay a 
less rate of duty than is chargeable on the material of which it 
is composed, in, whole or in part—paying the highest rate of 
daty, either by weight or value, anda duty of 15 per cent. ad 
valorem on the cost of the article added thereto, 


Mr. ROOSEVELT moved to reduce the duty on 
anchors, anvils, blacksmiths’ hammers and sledges, 
from 24 cents per pound to lcent. Mr. R. ob- 
served that he had made a calculation, and found 
that the duty of 24 cents per pound was equal tu 
$56 per toa, or 100 per cent. ad valorem. : 

After some conversation between Messrs. FILL- 
MORE and ROOSEVELT, the motion of the 
latter was rejected, 

Mr, HUBARD moved to reduce the duty on 
cut-iron nails, from three cents to a cent and a half 
a pound. : 

Mr. FILLMORE cpposed the motion, and it was 
rejected. 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL said he had a metion to 
make, which was unusual to a man coming from 
South Carolina. He moved that the daty on 
“‘silvered or plated ware” be increased from 30 to 
50 per cent. ad valorem. He deprecated as an 
evil to the country the circumstanee that so large 
a portion of the precious metals of the country was 
diverted from circulation to vessels of gold and 
silver, and the gilded trappings of ostentation. He 
thought, if the precious metals were diverted from 
other uses to the purposes of currency, commerce 
would revive, and much of the distress ef the 
country would be alleviated. After some further 
remarks upon the subject, Mr. ©. withdrew his 
motion, being, as he said, unwilling to incur the 
imputation of having pressed a motion for the 
violation of the compromise act. f 

Mr. McKEON then moved to reduce the duty 
on “mill-saws, crosscut-saws, and pit-saws” from 
#1 each, to 20 per cent. ad valorem. These saws 
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were extensively used by the farmers of the coun- 
try; and be thought every man bere, representing 
agricultural interests, should be in favor of a low 
duty. There were, at present, but three man- 
ufacturers of these articles in the United States. 

Mr. McK.’s motion was rejected. ` 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia moved to fix the duty 
on saws, &e., at nineteen per cent. He stated that 
these articles had hitherto been imported free of 
duty. For whose benefit was the duty now to be 
imposed? Undoubtedly, for the benefit of the three 
Englishmen who were ergaged in their manufac- 
ture, and at the cost of the wood-cutters and hand- 
choppers of the country. 

Mr. C.’s amendment was rejected. 

Mr. HUBARD then moved to reduce from thirty 
to twenly per cent. the duty on axes, hatchels, 
chisels, seythes, spades, and other tools. He said 
that it had been usual to allow articles intended for 
the use of the manufacturers to come in free, or at 
very low rates of duty. He had offered this 
amendment, in order to see if the same indulgence 
would be granted to the mechanics of the country. 

Mr. H.’s amendment was rejected. 

Several unimportant amendments were made to 
some of the items on Mr, FILLMORE’S mo- 
tion. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT moved to add, after the ar- 
ticles “‘japanned ware of ail kinds, and plated and 
gilt wares of all kinds,” the article “papier ma- 
chee,” thereby subjecting the same to a duty of 
thirty per cent, ad valorera: adopted. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved to reduce the duty on 
“lead in pigs, bars, and sheets,” from three to two 
anda half cents per pound. ; 

Mr. STUART of I'linois said that he considered 
itimportant to the miners of Illinois, Wisconsin, 
and lowa, that the duty on lead should not be re- 
duced. 

Mr. DODGE of Wisconsin said that, in cor- 
roboration of the views which had been submitted 
by the gentleman from Illinois, (Mr. Srvarr,] 
he wished to add a few observations in opposition 
to the motion to amend, which he trusted would 
not succeed. 

He felt it to be an imperative duty to stand for- 
ward in defence of a most meritorious and valua- 
ble class of citizens which he had the honor to 
reprevent—he meant the miners of Wisconsin; 
whose labors had contributed more to carich the 
country, and, in regard to one great ingredient of 
war, to render us independent of foreign nations, 
than any other class of men: he alluded to the ar- 
ticle of lead. 


From a report recently made by the Secretary 
of War to the Senate, it is shown that the amount 
of lead made at the Upper Mississippi lead-mines, 
from 1€21 to the 30th September, 1834, was 
66,664.862 pounds; and that the rents received 
from the miners by the Government, during that 
period, amounted to 5,270,558 pounds. Th alko 
appears, from a report recently made by the pre» 
sent superintendent of the United Statos lead -mines 
to the Ordnance Department, that, at the Upper 
Mississippi lead-mines, there were made, during 
the last year, 20 millions of pounds. This will 
show the vast increase of the manufacture of that 
article. 

It is believed, now, that the enterprise and ins 
dustry of the citizens who are engaged in the 
business of mining, can furnish a supply of the 
article for the entire consumption of our country, 
and enable the Government to accumulate a suffi- 
cient quantity in our military stores for the emer- 
gencies of war. 

However sound and just the policy which urges 
members of the National Legislature to oppose the 
adoption of protective or high duties, with a view 
to encourage certain articles of domestic manufac- 
ture, it is believed the arguments and reasons by 
which they are governed will not apply in reference 
to a high auty on lead. 

In the first place, it should be recollected that 
lead is not an article of so general and considera- 
ble use, as that a difference of a dollar or two dol. 
lars a hundred could be felt by the peop'e as a bnr- 
den. Secondly: the mining business, andthe manu- 
facture of the ore into the marketable article, is 
yet in its infancy in those distriets where lead ore 
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‘is found, and need the fostering hand of the Gov- 
ernment to sustain them. Thirdly: the article of 
Jead isan important and indispensable ingredient in 
war; and that policy which, as to those ingredients, 
will render us independent of foreign nations, can- 
not be questioned. 

In addition to these brief reasons, it should not be 
forgotten that justice, sheer justice, demands from 
the national legislators that they should place iheir 
protecting and sustaining arms around and beneath 
those hardy, enterprising, and brave men, who 
have, by their persevering industry, developed tbe 
wealth of a district of country which has yielded 
so much to the naticnal treasury, and which, but 
for them, would now be a savage waste—men who 
have not only replenished the national treasury by 
their sweat and toils, but have shed their blood to 
protect the country to which you had iavited them. 

These considerations he could net bat hope 
would induce the House to extend to the miners 
and smelters of the Upper Mississippi the fostering 
and protecting arm of legislation, until they shall 
have made a. fair commencement; and until the 
uncertainties and present enormous expenses of 
their business shall havc, in a measure, been de- 
creased by system and experience. He repeated, 
that in rendering this fostering care, no principle 
entertained by gentlemen who were opposed to 
protective duties as a general policy would be 
eompromitted. 

In addition to the reasons given for sustaining 
the miners in Wisconsin, Iowa, Ilinois, and Mis- 
souri, many other cogent ones could be addveed, 
founded upon the immense benefits which the na- 
tion is deriving from the exient and value of the 
interior commerce which is created—the enhanced 
value of the public domain—and the rapid set- 
tlementand increased wealth of our distant bor- 
der possessions. 

But, presuming the whole question would be 
viewed by Congress with that enlightened liberality 
which the subject demands, he would net urge any 
farther remarks upon its consideration. 

Mr. A, C. DODGE of Iowa Territory de- 
sired to add something to the arguments already 
made against the motion to redace the daty on lead, 
which had been made by the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways aud Means, [Mr. Fitumons ] 

As some members about Mr. D. expressed a 
doubt of the propriety of his proceeding, under the 
existing rule, to speak furthes on the motion, Mr. 
D. moved to amend, by adding half a cent to the 
amount as reported in the bill; and on this motion, 
he proceeded to give his views briefly. 

He would submit, for the consideration of the 
Xoose, an important fact, which will demonstrate 
the justice with which the miners on the Upper 
Mississippi can call on the Government for ils care 
and protection. 

Under the law of 1807, the President of the 
United States was authorized to lease the lead- 
mines and sau-springs in the country embracing 
the Upper Mississippi lead-mines; and, in the ex- 
ercise of the authority thus given him, agenis were 
appointed; and about sixteen yeurs ago citizens of 
the United States were invited to risk theic labor 
and their means in developing the resources of the 
lead ore region on the Upper Miss i 

Many enterprising citizens embraced the invita- 
‘tion of Government; and the result of their labors 
can be seen in the important fact, that, in these 
sixteen years, from the time that they commenced 
their labors, the production of icad in oar country 
was increased from seven millions to about forty 
millions of pounds annually! ‘fhus making cur 
country, in the production of the article of lead, 
nearly equal to ali Enrope, with ihe exception of 
Eng'andatone. Theamount produced by England, 
he believed, was about one hundred miliions of 
pounds aunually. 

The citizens who embraced the invitation of the 
Government have embarked their ail in the busi- 
ness of mming and smelting, They have expended 
large sums cf money in making many experiments, 
to periect the business of smelting, Numeroas 
furnaces of various construction, aud very expen- 
sive, have, from time to time, been erected; the 
cost of many of which was entirely lost, by means 
of more recent and improved plans, Several of 


the furnaces which have been.throwa aside, or su- 
perseded by new and better inventions, could not 
have cost less than from three to six thousand dol- 
lars cach. In addition to these expenditures, are 
those of the miners, created by the labor which 
they have been obliged to incur for the purpose of 
freeing many of their mines from water; to do 
which, they have often been obliged to make tun- 
nels and drains of great length and depth; and 
sometimes be at the expense of procuring steam 
engines to work pumps, to free their diggiogs from 
water. ‘These expenditures and labors, with their 
humerous other improvements—houses, farms, 
&c.—were, for the most part, made upon the pub- 
lic domain before the land was offered for sale, and 
made under the belief that they could always look 
in good faith to the Government, to protect their 
Interests, 

Under, these circumstances, (said Mr. D.) will 
it not be a violation of that understood pledge of 
protection, which the Government made to the mi- 
ners, when, in 1826, they were invited to the mi- 
ning country in: Wisconsin and Illinois: and in 1833 


to the mineral lands of Iowa Territory, if now ` 


they was abandoned to a competition with the 
miners of Eugland? 

In conclusion, Mr. D. remarked that the busi- 
ness of mining was hazardous and expensive; and 
though the labor of the miners had added much 
to the wealth and resources of the nation, they were, 
as a class, as poorly rewarded, looking to the vast 
amount of labor which they performed, as any 
other body of our citizens. He hoped, therefore, 
that the aid of the Government, to its utmost ex- 
tent, would be given them. 

Mr. D., before he took his seat, embraced a sug- 
gestion to withdraw his motion, under the presump- 
tion that the House would sustain the item as ree 
ported in the bill. 

Mr. W. COST JOHNSON advocated the in- 
creased duty. As was stated by the able and expe- 
rienced delegate from Wisconsin, (Mr. H. Dones,] 
lead was an article of primary importance in time 
of war; be therefore thought it was clearly the 
policy of this Government to keep the duty up, 
and particularly as it was itself interested in the 
mines. He contended that the Government would 
be a gainer, even if such a duly was imposed on 
lead as would amount to a prohibition of its im- 
portation into this country; for, in such a case, its 
mines would become more profitable. 

The amendments were then rejected, and the 
duty left at 3 cents. 

Mr. KENNEDY of Maryland moved a reduc- 
tion of the duty on cepper rods and bolts, nails 
and spikes, from 4 to 3 cents per pound: rejected. 

Mr. CUSHING made an ineffectual effort to 
have the duty reduced on copper for coppering 
ships and vessels. 

Mr. OSBORNE offered an immaterial amend- 
ment; which was adopted, without remark. 

Mr. A. C. DODGE suggested to the bcnorable 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
the proprieiy of introducing a clause into the bill, 
or of so changing its phraseology, as to prevent 
the importation of forcign lead into this country, 
in the shape of Wellington and Bonaparte busts. 
Fle stated that the article of busis? having hith- 
erto been free of duty, large quantities of lead were 
melted into the form of busts, and brought in free 
of duty; and thus the revenue laws were shame- 
fully evaded. 


Mr. FILLMORE accepted the suggestion, and 
moved to amend the section imposing a duty on 
lead, by adding, “orin any other form not berein 
specified: adopted 

Amendments (the purport of which was not heard, 
so as to be understood at the desk) were offered by 
C. J. INGERSOLL and UNDERWCOD, and re- 
jected. 

Mr. HABERSHA 4 moved that the committee 
rise; which was agreed to, and the committee rose 
and reported progress, 

Mr, BEESON szid he had prepared an amend- 
ment to the twenty-fifth section of the bill, which 
ne moved should be laid on the table and printed. 

Objection being wade, Mr. B. moved to suspend 
the rules for that purpose; and called the yeas 
and nays thereon. 
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Being called on for that purpose, Mr. BEESON 
stated that his amendment went to str’ke out of the. 
twenty-fifth section, (land distribution,) all after 
the enacting clause; and to insert three new sec 
tions, providing for the levy of heavy taxes. on all 
notes, bends, and tickets of the similitude of bank- 
notes, and of denominations similar, and interme- 
diate to those of our gold and silver coins. 

On suggestion of Mr.: McKENNAN, objection. 
was withdrawn; and so the amendment was ordered. 
to he on the table and be printed. 3 

Mr. ARNOLD gave notice of his intention to 
ask Jeave to introduce a bill to reduce the compen-, 
sation of the members of the Senate and House of 
Representatives, and the Delegates from the Ter- 
ritories, and to repeal all other acts relating se 

\Wereio. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a mes- 

sage from the President of the United States, in re- 
‘lation to the correspondence between the Secretary. 


i of State and our Minister to Mexico: referred to. 


the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to 
be printed. 


to the tariff bill, which he moved be printed, pro- 
viding a new warehouse system. : 

The SPEAKER laid before the House sundry 
communications from the executive departments, 
transmitting information in answer to resolutions: 
of the House; all of which were ordered to be 
printed. 

The SPEAKER asked leave to present the pro- 
ceedings of a publ. meeting held in the city of 
New York, (understood to be a meeting nomina- 
ting Henry Clay for the Presidency.) A motion 
was made that they be printed. Objection being, 
made, a suspension of the rules was moved; where- 
upon some confusion ensued. Before any action 
was had, on motion of Mr. CUSHING, 

The House adjourned. 


When the tariff bill was under; discussion on the 
1th instant, Mr. Gentry offered an amendment to 
the amendment of Mr. SALTONSTALL, of which the 
following is a copy: 
A BILL providing for the payment of certain debts of the 


Siates, and appropriating the proceeds of uke public lands for 
that purpose, pes 


Sec. 1. Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Rep. 
resentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That all the debts of the several States of the Uni- 
ted States, heretofore contracted, for the objects and purposes 
hereinafter enumerated, or such portiun of them as may here. 
inafter be provided for, in fixing upon a basis or ratio by which 
the benefits of this act are to be distributed and equalized among 
the several States, and for which bonds, certificates, or other ev~ 
idences of debts have been issued, or authorized to be issued, 
are hereby assumed; and the payment thereof is guarantied by 
the United States, in all cases in which any State of the United 
States, or any creditor thereof, sha!l, before the fourth day of , 
March, A. D. 1843, comply with the terms hereinafter set forth, 
and where the claim presented shall be decided by the Secretary 
of the Treasury to come within the provisions of this ae: and 
itis hereby declared that the debts to be assumed, as aforesaid, 
are those Contracted, or authorized to be contracted, by any of 
said States, for making turnpike roads, railroads, and canals, or 
for improving lake and river navigation, i 

Sec, 2. And be it further enacted, That, to entitle any State, 
or creditor of any State, to the benefits of the aforesaid assurmp- 
tion and guaranty, such State, or its creditor or creditors, (as 
the case may be,) shail, before the fourth day of March, A Ð. 
1343, file with the Secretary of the Treasury a full and com. 
plete schedule of the debts claimed to come within the provis- 
ions of this act—explaining the origin of such debts, and refer: 
ring to the law authorizing the same; andthe Secretary of the 
Treasury shall consider and decide upon the admissibility of 
snch claims to the benefits of thisact; and his decision shall be 

inal and conclusive. i 
: Sac. 3. And ve it further enacted, That. the Secretary of 
the Treasury, assuming as a basis the federal numbersof the 
United States, as the same shall appear by the census to be 
taken A. DÐ. 1840, and the proportion of millions of dol- 
lars for every ——— hundred thousand of such numbers, shall 
proceed to debit to each State the amount of its debts, assumed 
and guarantied as aforesaid; valuing all such debts by the rate 
of inerest stipulated therein, as compared with a steck of five 
per cent. per annum, with interest quarterly, which, for that 
purpose, shall be considered as at pat; and valuing the poun 
sterling, when the contract isia that currency, at four dollars 
and eighty-six cents. Andif such debit to any State, for its 
debts assumed, shall not equal the sum which its federal num- 
bers would give, calculating upon the aforesaid proportion, 
then the balance or difference shall be declared and registered 
in the treasury; and the said difference shall be made up to the 
said State by stock of the. United States eg ual to the said 
balance; said stock to bear an Interest of five per cent. per an- 
num, payable quarterly to said Bate, or jis officers or agents 
properly authorized io receive the same; said interest 10 belong 
to said State for any purpose to which it shali choose to apply 
the same; and the said interest shall begin to run from the ist 
day of January, April, July, or October, whichever shalt next 
precede the certification of such balance. Andit shall be the 
` duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to issue such stocks. m 
the form heretofore usually adopied by the Treasury, and 
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deliver: the sane to the -proper officer-or. agent of said State; 
bu paist k shall. not be assignable: except as hereinafter 
provi ot i Wherever any State shall, by law, appropriate 
Any sum, or make lodns, or enter into any guaranty for debts 
incurred, or contracts entered into-for making turnpike roads, 
yailroads, or Canals, or for impreving Jake or river navigation, 
ahd said State shall make the same known to the Sécretary of 
the Treasury; with & demand that so much of said stock stiould 
be made assignable, he shall substitute certificates of stock for 


that amount, payable to. bearer or assignee, and bearing in- 
terest as aforesaid; and payable as’ aforesaid, according to the 
direction of said State, through: its officer -or agent; and shall 
chatge-the same asro much paid of the principal of the afore- 
Baid unassignable stock belonging to said Staie; and all such 


assignable stock ‘shall be redeemable at the will of the Govern- 
Test, excepting only that it shalt be redeemed in the order of 
its date. ; $ 
“ge6. 4. And be it further enacted, That the payment of 
‘all. the debis ànd guaranties hereby assumed, and of the stocks 
‘authorized to be issued, shall be made at the place or places, 
and in the.mode stipulated for in the original contract by which 
gaid debts werd incurred; ‘and if no stipulation has been made, 
then the Secretary of the Treasury shall direct the same. 
Sac. 5. And be it further enacted, That for the payment of 
the interest and-principal of said debts, guaranties, and stocks, 
- the future proceeds of the sales of the public lands, deducting 
only the expense of survey, and other incidental expenses, are 
hereby set apart and appropriated; and the Secretary of the 
"Treasury for the time being is directed to apply the same 
accordingly, paying all interest due, before the payment of the 
principal, or any part. thereof; and, in addition to the appro- 
priation of the said proceeds of the public lands, the faith of 
the United States is hereby pledged for the full payment of all 
athe said debta, guaranties, and stocks, principal and intérest. 
Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That no State shall be 
entitled tothe benefits of this act until the faith of said State 
shal! be pledged that no.new debtshall be created by said State 
for any of the purposes specified in the first section of this act, 
‘until all the liabilities hereby incurred by the Government of 
the United States shall have been paid or redeemed, except 
such States as have not:heretofore contracted debts for 
aforesaid purposes, equal to the amount of their proportion of 
. the liabilities proposed tobe incurred by the United States by 
this act; and the States coming within this exception shall only 
be required to pledge their faith that new debts shall not be con. 
tracted for the objects aforesaid, beyond such an amount as will 
miake their whole det, created for those purposes, equal to the 
amount of stock tr which said States will be respectively enti- 
tled by the provis! ans of this act, added to the present amount 
of the debts of 8 SicStates respectively, incurred for the afore- 
said purposes, 


IN SENATE. 
Farpay, July 15, 1842. 


The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a report from the War Department, communi- 
cating, in compliance with a resolution of the Sen- 
ate, copies of the report on the impediments to the 
navigation on lake St. Clair, and of the report and 
survey of the straits of Detroit. 

Oa motion of Mr. WOODBRIDGE, ordered to 
lie on the table, and be printed. 

Mr. CALHOUN presented a memorial from 
citizens of Fiorida, praying the admission of that 
Territory into the Union as a State, and against a 
division of the same; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 


Mr. SMITH of Indiana, from the Committee 
on the Public Lands, to which bad been referred 
the opinion of the Secretary of Wax, that the lead- 

- mines ia the State of lilinois and the Territories of 
Wisconsin and Iowa could be sold under existing 
laws as other public lands, and to which had also 
been referred several petitions and memorials reia- 
tive to the sale of the mineral lands in said State 
and Territories, reported a general bill on the sub- 
ject. Mr.S said that a majority of the commit- 
tee considered it very doubtlul, to say the least, 
whether any such authority existed by law at this 
lime, as was conicnded by the Secretary of War; 
and they all concurred fuliy in the opinion that no 
sale should take place under doubtful powers, The 
committee had instructed him to report a bill to 
provide for ascertaining and disposing of the lead 
and mineral lands in the State of Illinois and Ter 
rito:ies of Wisconsin and Iowa; which was read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. McROBERTS presented a memorial from 
citizens of Dinos, praying the establishment of a 
mail-route from Chicago, by Babcock’s Grove, St. 
Charles, and Sycamore, to Division, in that State; 
which wes referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Reads. 

The bill io confirm the claims to land in the dis- 
trict between the Rio Hondo and Sabine rivers, was 
considered as im cursmiitee of the whole, reported 
to the Seaaie, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

The bill to establish a port of entry at the city of 
Bangor, in the State of Maine, was taken up; and, 
without being considered, was, on motion ui Mr. 
HUNTINGTON, taid on the table. 


pomene 


e 


` by the Senator from Ohio, [Mrs Tapran,] and re- 
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The bul for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Philip Barbour, deceased, was taken up, and, on 


| motion of Mr. TAPPAN, laid on the table. 


Phe joint resolution te provide for the payment 
òf certain Cherokee claims was taken up, as in 
committee of the whole; and, without being con- 
sidered, was, on motion of Mr. KING, laid on the 
table. f 

The lill directing an edition of the laws of the 
‘United States to be compiled and printed, and for 
the distribution thereof, came up in its order, as in 
committee of the whele. 

Mr. KING thought they could get along with 
the laws of the United States as now published. 
He believed it much better at this time not to enier 
upon a compilation of them, which would incur an 
expense that the condition of the treasury was not 
well prepared to justify. He would move to lay 
the bil] on the table, unless the chairman of the 
Judiciary Committee [Mr. Berrien] wished to 
discuss it, with a view to otherwise dispose of it. 

Mr. BERRIEN said the bill had been introduced 


ferred to the Judiciary Commiitee for examination. 
The committee were of the impression that it was 
of very great importance to have such an edition of 
the laws published. ‘The ediiion,as proposed in 
this bill, will comprise some three volumes, em- 
bracing the Constitution of the United States, and 
the laws of a public nature. [t could be printed 
at a trifling cost to the Government, because the in- 
dividual who may be selected to do the printing will 
have the privilege of printing any quantity he 
pleases forsale. If the work should be comprised 
in two volumes, the cost, exclusive of the ex- 
pense of binding, and the expense for a proper per- 
son to make the compilation, would not be more 
than $2,530; and if it should be extended to three 
volumes, the cost would be proportionably in- 
creased, It was also important that the edition 
should be speedily published; and therefore, if there 
was no business of a more important character to 
require the attention of the Senate, he hoped the 
bill would be considered and disposed of. 

Mr. TAPPAN said it was well known that the 
laws of the United States have been, and now are, 
printed annually in pamphlet form, and distributed 
to the Siates. They are then distributed by the 
States to the different counties, and are soon almost 
allof them lost. He believed there was no perfect 
copy of the general lawsgf the United States to be 
found in any bookstore out of Washington city. 
If a lawyer in the interior of the country wished to 
procure a complete set of the laws of the United 
States, it could not be had on any terms. He 
thought, under these circumstances, that a new 
edition of the general laws was much desired by 
the legal profession particularly, which could only 
be done properly by Congress. The laws of the 
country eught to be always published under the 
sanction and supervision of Government, and not 
be left to private enterprise. If the motion to lay 
the biil on the table did not succeed, he would 
move to so amend it as to make it less exceptiona- 
ble. 


Mr. ALLEN thought the plan might effect some 
good, but could not reach the main object of ren- 
dering the Jaws accessible to the mass of the peo- 
ple. He conceived it would be infinitely better to 
canse an entire revision of the laws, by a commis- 
sion of competent persons—perhaps three would 
be sufficient—who should collate and condense 
them, arranging each under its appropriate head, 
according to the subject. The laws of Ohio and of 
Virginia had been published in this way, and the 
plan afforded the utmost satisfaction to both the 
bar and the public at large. After the proposed 
revision and condensation, one general act could 
be passed, adopting the system as the code of the 
United States. 

Mr. BERRIEN observed that the Judiciary 
Committee could noi go beyond the resolation of 
instruction, into the contemplation of such a revis- 
ion and rewriting of the whole code of laws. The 
objrct was to point cut the mode of supplying the 
deficiencies complained of, with regard to various 
portions of the Union not being furnished with the 
laws as.they now exist. 

Mr. BUCHANAN was not awar» that any ne- 


cessity had been felt for this distribution of the laws 
of the United States. He had himself never ex- 
perienced any inconvenience from not having ac- 
cess to them, having always found Gordon’s Di- 
gest of the Laws of the United States sufficient for 
all general purposes, and extremely satisfactory. 
In short, he considered that work had carried out 


the plan proposed, so far as regarded arrangement 


and references. He moved to lay the bill on the 


table. ; 
The question was then taken on the motion to 


lay the bill on the table, and resulted in the nega- 
tive-—ayes 14, noes 16. f , 

Mr. TAPPAN moved to amend the bill, to the ef- 
fect that the printing and binding should ke given 
by contract to the lowest bidder. 

Mr. BERRIEN did not think the amendment 
necessary. 

The amendment was adopted—ayes 18, noes not 


- counted. 


Mr. BERRIEN moved to fill up the blank for 
the number of copies to be printed, with the words 
“one thousand.” F 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE suggested the propriety of 
making the number “fifteen hundred.” 

Mr. KING viewed the whole matter as the ema- 
nation of some book-making speculation, similar 
to one that had heretofore given so much tronble; 
and the extent of which, he believed, would not 
have been confined to four or five hundred thou- 
sand dollars, had it not been lately arrested, though 
it was got up under the guise of a resolution, 
which attracted hardly any notice; and it was never 
thought it would reach to an expenditure of 
$20,000. 


Mr. BERRIEN found himself in the strange 
position of being pressed on one side by the Sena- 
tor from Michigan, with arguments showing the 
necessity of the publication and of increasing the 
number; and, or the other, by the Senator from 
Alabama, who takes quite an opposite view. 


The committee had given the subject due con~ 
sideration, and could not recommend the expense 
of a larger number than 1,000 copies—leaving it 
to the printers to publish a cheaper edition, which 
they could easily do, being paid for the setting up 
by the price of the 1,000 copies authorized for 
Congress. i 

He explained that it might be necessary to give 
from two to three thousand doilars to a competent 
person for compiling the work; and if it should ex- 
tend to three velumes, the whole cost would be 
$10,000. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE gave his reasons for think- 
ing the number should be 1,500, Tne new States 
would alone require a very large supply. It seemed 
to be unjust to demand obedience to the laws, with- 
out placing them within reaeh of those expected to 
obey them. 

Mr. PORTER did not see anything in the bill 
designating that the books were to be distributed to 
the Slates and Territories. He wished some pro- 
viso of that nature iatrodueed, 

Mr. BERRIEN explained that the distribution 
would beu matter of after legislation, when the 
books were ready. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON approved of and rein- 
forced the arguments of the chairman of the Ju- 
diciary Committee. He thought the distribution 
should be left to future legislation. 

The amendment filling the blank wit 
thousand” was adopted. 

Mr. BERRIEN then moved to fill the next blank 
with the words ‘ten thousand,” being the sum 
($10,000) to which the expense of the work was 
to be limited. 

Mr. KING was surprised now to learn, from tke 
motion of the chairman of the Judiciary Commit- 
tee, that the expense of the work was to be $16,000. 
He had understood the Senator to say, in his open- 
ing remarks, that the cost would not exceed ¢3,280, 

Mr. BERRIEN had stated that sum on the sup- 
position of two volumes; but, if extended to three 
volumes, the cost would be from six to seven thou- 
sand dollars. But, independent of the printing 
and binding, the services of a competent person to 
compile the work could not be expected for less 
than between two and three thousand dollars, as It 


“ one 


was probable it would occupy the entire attention 
of sucha person for a year or more. 

Mr: KING did not think the report authorized 
such an expenditure, 

Mr. BERRIEN read the report, and drew from 
it.the inference that it could not be expected the 
plan could be effectually accomplished at a less 
cost than $10,000. 

The amendment was adopted, and the blank 
filled with tbat sum, 

Mr. BERRIEN observed that the amendment, 
adopted as suggested by the Senator from Ohio, 
[Mr. Tappan,] would seem to imply that the com- 
pilation was to be done by proposal and contract, 
along. with the printing; and, to avoid ambiguity, 
he would offer a verbal amendment. 

After some explanations between Mr. TAPPAN 


and Mr. BERRIEN, the verbal amendnient was 


adopted. 

Mr. KING moved to amend the first section by 
fixing the compensation for the compiler at’ $2,500. 
If not fixed, should the books cost only a small 
portion of the whole appropriation, the balance 
might be given to the compiler. 

Mr. BERRIEN had no objection to a limita- 
tion, and would agree to its being made 43,000. 

Mr. KING assenting, 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut offered an amend- 
ment to the effect that none of these books should 
be distributed to members of Congress. 

Mr. BERRIEN remarked that the bill did not 
propose any distribution at all. That would be a 
matter of future legislation. 


Mr. SMITH considered his amendment highly 
necessary. It would show the country that the ob- 
ject of the bill was really to place the laws in the 

ands of the people, and not in the private apart- 
ments of members of Congress. He was surprised 
that there should be any objection to this guard 
against abuse, particularly from the Whig side, so 
deeply pledged to reform all abuses. 


Mr. CONRAD did not think the amendment at 
all necessary. Such an abuse as that alluded to 
by the Senator could not be charged on a Whig 
Congress. There was no fear of it, as long as the 
Whigs continued in power. But he would not 
cast such an imputation on members of Congress, 
Whig or Democratic, as would be contained in the 
proposed amendment. 


Mr. MERRICK moved to amend the amend- 
ment, by striking out allafter the enacting words, 
and inserting, in substance, that the books shall be 
distributed as hereafter directed by Congress. 

The amendment to the amendment was adopted 
—yeas 23, nays 17. 

The question then came up on the amendment 
as amended, and it was rejected. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN suggested the propriety of 
an amendment to the details of the plan, by which 
there would be references to the decisions of the 
judiciary as to the construction of such of those 
laws. as had been subjects of reference to the 
courts of the United States, 


Mr. BERRIEN, adopting the suggestion, moved 
an amendment to the fourteenth line of the first 
section, embracing the object desired by the Senator 
from Kentucky. 

Mr. TAPPAN thought it would be improper to 
legislate in this bill on the subject of decisious of 
the Supreme Court. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN and Mr. HUNTINGTON 
defended the propriety of the amendment. 

It was then adopied. 

The bill was reported back to the Senate, and the 
amendments were concurred in. 

{t-was then ordered to be engrossed for a third 
Treading. 

The: bill to raise two new regiments, and to or- 
ganize a corps of horse artillery, came up in its or- 
der, as in committee of the whole; but, without be- 
ing considered, was, on the motion of Mr. AR- 
CHER, laid on the table. ; 

The joint resolution for the printing and distribu- 
tion, of, the continuation of the Digest of Patents, and 
for other purposes, came up in its order, as in com- 
miitee:of.the whole; and, without, being considered, 
Was, on motion of Mr. KERR, recommitied to 


Then, : 

On motion of Mr. MERRICK, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration . of exeentive business; 
and, after some time spent therein, adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, July 15, 1842, l 


Mr. HOPKINS presented the memorial of J. E. | 


Dow, representing various mail contractors in the 
United States, and setting forth his views of the 
Operation of an erder of the Postmaster General, 
issued in 1838, suspending for six months one trip 
per week of their regular contract service, and a 
pro rata amount of their pay; and also praying for 
the passage of a joint resolution directing the Post- 
master General to pay for such service as was ren- 
dered, notwithstanding his order of curtailment; 
and to allow a month’s extra pay to thoze who did 
discontinue service for six months, under his order, 
as in case of other curtailments; which, upon his 
motion, was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. MOORE wished to offer an amendment to 
the tariff bill in relation to the duty on sugar, and 
also to state some facts connected with the subject, 
and some frauds which had been committed on the 
revenue. 

Mr. FILLMORE said the proceeding was irreg- 
ular; and he therefore objected to it. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON said he should claim 
the privilege of replying to any remarks that might 
be made. i 

The reception of Mr. Moore’s amendment hav- 
ing been objected to by Mr. TURNEY, = 

Mr, MOORE moved a suspension of the ryles. 

This motion was rejected. a 


DETAILS OF THE TARIFF BILL. 


On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the House re- 
solved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and resumed the consideration 
of she tariff bill. i # 

Mr. FORNANCE moved to stzike out “10 per 
cent, ad valorem,” as the duty on “zine in sheets,” 
and insert after the word sheets “or otherwise un- 
manufaciured, 2 cents per pound.” Mr. F. wade 
some remarks in support of the motion, alleging 
the necessity for protection to this article, which 
was so extensively used if this country, and espe- 
cially in the manufacture of our brass cannon. 

Mr. FILLMORE signified his opposition to the 
amendment. It was rejected, 

Mr. FILLMORE then moved to strike out all 
after the word “coal,” in the 129-h to the 134th 
line, and insert “$1 75 per ton” as the duty on all 
coal. The effect of the amendment would be to 
have the duty on coal assessed by weight, instead 
of by measurement. 

Mr. ROOSEVELTmoved to amend the amend- 
ment of the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, by striking out $1 75 per ton, and in- 
serting 25 cents. He said the coal tax was 
particularly oppressive to the poor in the Northern 
cities. To them it was not only a necessary of 
life, in the sense in which those terms have been 
used, as applicable to tea and coffee; but an indis- 
pensable article, withou: which existence could not 
be sastained. It was, to the poor, a question of 
freezing or not freezing; whereas in the case of the 
proposed tax on tea and coffee, upon which so 
much sympathetic eloquence had been expended by 
both the political parties of the country, the only crn- 
sequence involved was a little more or a little less 
confer, or, as some consider it, luxury. ‘The opera- 
tion, moreover, ofa high duty on foreign coal was, 
not to increase the revenue of the public treasury, 
but to levy a tribute—and that a most oppressive 
one—upon the city of New York, and other Atlan- 
tic towns, in ‘favor of the private owners of ccal 
lands in the State of Pennsylvania. In the lan- 
guage which some gentlemen were so often in the 
habit of using on this floor, he would say that he 
entered bis “solemn protest” against this gross injus- 
tice to his constituents. 

Mr. BIDLACK said he rose to protest against the 
amendment of the gentleman from New York, 
(Mr. Rooseveir,] with the. same solemnity, the 


same earnestness, the same regard to the ‘poor, ane, 
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the Committee on Patents and. the Patent Office, 


as he thought, with better reasons. than had: been 
adduced by that gentleman. When: in the: Legisla~ 
ture of Pennsylvania, he had. discoyered a- diş- 
position in the members - from Philadelphia ; to. rer 
gard that city as the whole. State, and. the. whole 
State as Philadelphia.. Now, he: perceived. .a-dise 
position on the part of the members from New 
York city to regard'that cityas the State of New 
York, and its interests as those of the Union. He re- 
ferred to the large sums which had been expended, 
in order to get into the coal-mines in the mountains 
of Pennsylvania—$40,000,000 by the State, and 
$12,000,000 by individuals. The expenditure of 
this money had materially reduced the price, and 
increased the consumption of coal... The effect | 
of a taxon it would, he thought, be: to confer an 
ultimate benefit, instead of a burden upon the 
consumers. Mr. B said be was tired of hearing 
the continual taunting of the New York delega- 
tion about the poor and hard-fisted freemen. He 
did not believe that the fists of their constituents 
were harder than. those of other people. He was 
proceeding to show the necessity for a tax on coal, 
when his ten. minutes expired, and the Chairman’s 
ivory hammer fell upon the table. 

The amendment of Mr. RooseveLT was res 
jected. 


Mr. HALSTED moved to sirike. out $1 75, 
and insert $1 50 per ton, as the duty om coal. 
He did so, because he thought $1 75 too high. 
Fle was in favor of protection, but not of monopoly; 
and he was opposed to taxing the great majority 
for the benefit of afew. Moreover, he believed & 
duty of $1 50 would produce more revenue than 
a higher rate. 

Mr. BRIGGS opposed the amendment. 

Mr. IRWIN wished to speak, but the Chair de- 
cided he could not speak; and the committee susa 
tained its decision upon an appeal made therefrom 
by Mr.C J. INGERSOLL, . 

Mr. Hatsrep’s amendment was rejected. 


Mr. McKEON proposed to substitute 124 cents, 
which was negatived; and the amendment of the 
chairmen of the Committee of Ways and Means 
was adop‘ed. ; 


Mr. FILLMORE proposed to amend the clause 
reading as follows: “on coke, or cuim of coal, six 
cents per bushel,” by reducing the duty from 6 to. 
5; which was agreed to. 

He next proposed to strike out the proviso, which 
was as follows: 

“Provided, That all foreign coal imported into the United 
States shall he equally entitled, with other importations, to the 
drawback of duties paid, on being exported thence, and upon, 
satisfactory proof being adduced, conformably to regulations to 
be prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury, that the coal 
so exported, if not landed abroad, was not relanded in the United, 
States, bul was consumed on board the vessel in which it was 
so exported upon the voyage of exportation, before arriving at 
the foreign port of destination.” 


Mr. ROOSEVELT opposed this motion, as 
likely to be injurious to an interest now in its in- 
fancy, but which was of great consequence to this. 
country. 

The amendment of the chairman of the Coma 
mittee of Ways and Means was adopted, 


Section 5 being under consideration, several 
verbai amendments were adopted on the motion of 
Mr. FILLMORE. 


The duty was also reduced, on his motion, from 
12 to 10 cents per pound on articles of plain 
moulded and pressed glass, weighing eight ounces 
and under. 

Some otheramendments were adopted in relation 
to duties on window-glass. 

In the 6th clause of the 5th section was the fol- 
lowing: i 

“On raw hides of all kinds, whether dried or salted, one cent 
per pound.” , 

Mr. FILLMORE proposed to strike out “one 
cent per pound,” and inseré 5 per cent. ad valo. 
rem. 

Mr. WARREN proposed to substitute 20 per 
cent. ad valorem; for this was represented to be a 
revenue measure. 

Mr. SALTONSTALL opposed the amendment 
to the amendment, and jt was- negatived; the vote 
being taken by telers on the motion of Mr. CAVE. 
JOHNSON. «. w eae ao 

Mr. GWIN moved to amend, by substituting 
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15 percent; but, after some observations by Mr. 
CUSHING, he withdrew it : ey g 
Mr. W.B. CAMPBELL moveil to substitute 18, 
which he afterwards reduced to 10 per cent. He 
said it was evident this was a measure for protce- 
tion; and he claimed some protection, then, for the 
farmers, so that it should not be exclusively for the 
manufacturers. i 

Mr CAVE JOHNSON called for tellers, which 
-were ordered; and: the amendment to the amend- 
ment was negatived, by a vote of 82 to 60. 

The original amendment of the chairman of the 
‘Committee of Ways and Means was then adopted, 
by a vote of 80 to 53. 

Mr. WM. W. IRWIN offered an amendment 
to increase the duty on men’s boots from §1 25 per 
pair to $2 25: not agreed to. 

Mr. WM. W. IRWIN moved to increase the 
duty on men’s shoes and pumps to 60 cents each, 
‘ynstead of 30 cents: agreed to. 

The hour of 12 having arrived—the time to 
which explanations on amendments had been lim- 
ited by the resolution heretofore noticed— 

Mr. SMITE of Virginia asked if it was the 
purpose of the majority to go through with the re- 
maining details of this bill, without allowing any 
explanations. No disposition (Mr. S. said) had 
been shown by the minority to procrastinate the 
bill; and, asthe most important part of it remained 
to be considered, he hoped that the committee 
would extend the time for the very limited discus- 
sion allowed. He would observe that they had 
only reached the 19th page of the bill, which 
amounted to 53 pages. 

Mr. S. then moved that the committee rise, with 
the view of offering a resolution to extend the 
privilege of discussion: rejected—ayes 42, noes 
112, 

Mr. WM. W. IRWIN moved an amendment 
to increase the duty on children’s shoes from 15 
cents to 25 cents; on women’s double-soled pumps 
or shoes, welted, to 60, instead of 40 cents; and 
on women’s slippers, of leather or prunella, &c., 
to 40, instead of 25 cents: rejected. 


Mr. FILLMORE moved to increase the duty on 
fur hat bodies, or frames, to 25 per cent. ad valo- 
rem, instead of 20 per cent. ad valorem: adopted. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved to strike out 7 per cent. 
ad valcrem on chronometers, watches, and parts of 
watches, and watch materials not specified, and in- 
sert 20 per cent. ad valorem: adopted. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved tò amend, by inserting 
74 per cent. ad valorem on jewelry not set; and 20 
per cent. ad valorem, instead of 7 per cent., on 
jewelry set, &c.: adopted. 

Mr. MEDILU moved to insert 124 per cent. ad 
valorem, instead of 1 per cent., on diamonds. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia moved to amend the 
amendment, by striking out the whole clause. 
‘What use was there, he asked, in taxing diamonds? 

, Mr. Smitn’s motion was rejected; and the ques- 

tion recurring on Mr. Mepiiy’s motion, it was 
adopted, 

On motion by Mr. PARMENTER, some verbal 
amendments were made, to make the clause im- 
poring duties on Umber more certain and intelli- 
gible. 

Mr. ALLEN of Maine offered an amendment, 
providing that all manufactured wood should pay 
a duty of 20 per cent. ad valorem at the p'aces 
where imported. Rejected, 

Mr. CAVE. JOHNSON moved to strike out 5 
pec cent, in the 178:h line—being the duty on rosc- 
wood, satin-wood, mahogany, and cedar-wood— 
and insert 25 per cent.ad volorem. Rejected. 

Mr. J. then moved to make the duty on satin- 
wood, mahogany, cedar-wood, &¢., 20 per cent. ad 
valorem. Rejected. 

‘ Mr. FESSENDEN moved to amend, by insert- 
ing, after sawed timber, in line 169, “timber to be 
used in building wharves, and for fire-weod, so as 
io impoze on them a duty of 30 percent.” Re- 
jected, 
Mr. CUSHING moved to insert the words, “and 
all cther unmanufacture! wood, not particularly 
described or enumerated, shall pay a duty of 15 
percent. ad valorem.” Rejected. 
s: cMr. FESSENDEN moved fo insert, “on timber 
->40 be used ia the building of wharves, and fire- 
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| wood, 20 per cent. ad valorem.” Carried—-ayes 


76, noes not counted. > 3 : 

Mr. ALLEN of Maine moved to amend, by in- 
serting 20 per cent. ad valorem, instead of 5, on 
rough boards, staves, scaniling, and sawed timber 
not planed. ` Carried. 

Mr, CAVE JOHNSON moved to amend, by 
inserting, “fon rose-wood, satin-wood, mahoga- 
ny, cedar-wood, &c., 15 per cent. ad valorem,” in- 
stead of 5 per cent. ; 

Mr. PICKENS moved to amend the motion, by 
inserting 25 per cent. Rejected—ayes 65, noes 78. 

The question recurring on Mr. Jeneon’s mo- 
tion, it was adopted—ayes 87, noes not counted. | 

Mr. FILLMORE moved an amendment, in- 
serting a duty of 25 percent. ad valorem on Un- 
manufactured marble. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved to amend the amendment, 
by inserting 30 per cent. ad valorem; but this 
motion being rejected, 

The question was taken on Mr. Fittmorz’s 
motion, and carried. 

Mr. IRVIN moved to insert 30 per cent. ad 
valorem, instead of 25 per cent., for the duty on 
siates, paving tiles, bricks, &c. : rejected. 

Mr. GAMBLE moved to strike out 30 per cent. 
ad valorem, being the duty on dolls and toys of all 
k.nds, and insert 10 per cent. ad valorem: rejected. 


Mr. MEDILL moved to strike out the proviso 
that all buttons not exceeding in value $1 per 
gross shail be valued at $l, and be charged with 
duty accordingly : rejected. 

Several verbal amendments to the 6th section 
were adopted, on motion of Mr. FILLMORE. 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the daty on 
“sulphate of barytes”? was fixed at 20 per cent. ad 
valorem, instead of 14 cent per pound. 

Mr. CUSHING moved to strike out “one-fourth 
of one per cent. per pound,” and insert 5 per cent. 
ad valorem, as the duty on rags: rejected. 

Mr KENNEDY of Maryland moved to strike 
out 35 per cent. as the duty on paper-hangings, and 
insert 25 cents per pound: rejected. 

Mr. READ moved to reduce the daty on anti- 
quatian, demy, drawing, elephant, and other paper, 
trom 15 to 10 cents per pound: rejected. 

Mr. SALTONSTALL cffered an amendment 
imposing a duty of 15 cents per pound on all paper 
not enumerated: agreed to. 

* Mr. CUSHING moved to strike out the clause 
imposing a duty on “rds,” so as to leave them 
free: rejected. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved to increase the duty on 
English books bound, from 20 to 30 cents per 
pound; and on English books unbound, from 16 to 
20 cents; and, also, to insert a provision reducing 
the duty one-half on books published longer than 
one year andnot reprinted. Adopted. 

Mr. J. R INGERSOLL moved to strike out the | 
clause providing a duty of Scents per pound on 
polygiots, lexicons, and dictionaries, so as to place 
them on the same footing with other books. Re- 
jected. 

Mr. CUSHING offered an amendment in favor 
of lexicons and dictionaries of a less form than 
quarto. Rejected. 

Mr. M. A. COOPER moved to exempt bibles and 
spelling-books from duty. Rejected. 

When the Clerk read the section imposing a duty 
on sugars, 

Mr. SPRIGG rose and said he wished to c ffer 
an amendment, and wished to explain it. 

The CHAIR said it would not be in order for 
the gentleman to speak. 

Mr. SPRIGG. Then, as a freeman, I disdain 
to offer an amendment whilst my tongue is tied, 
and I cannot say anything as to ity merits. 

Mr. MOORE offered a proviso authorizing the 
Secretary to establish an inspection of sugar and 
molasses, in order to prevent frauds on the revenue 
by the importation of sugar under the name of mo- 
lasses, &e. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON asked for an explanation of 
the amendment. As it was, he could not under- 

stand it. (Mr.J.’s voice was here drowned by 
cries of “order,” and the question was taken ] 

Mr. Moc re’s amendment was adopted, 

Mr. BOYD moved to strike out two and a half 
cents per pound as the culy con “raw sugar, com- 
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monly called brown sugar, not advanced beyond 
its raw state by claying, boiling, clarifyirg, of 
other process, and on sirup of sugar or of sugar- 
cane,” and insert 20 per cent. ad valorem: rej: cted. 

Mr. BLACK moved to iusert, after the word 
“process,” in the preceding paragraph, “20 per 
cent. ad valorem,” so as to leave the duty on sirup 
the same as before, whilst that on brown sugar 
would be reduced: rejected. 

Mr. S. MASON moved to strike cut the clause 
imposing a duty on brown sugar: rejected, a 

Mr. FESSENDEN offered an amendment, the 
effect of which would be to reduce the duties on 
sugar: rejected. 

Mr. MEDILL moved to fix the duty on molasses 
at 20 per cent. ad valorem, instead of five cents per 
gallon: rejected. 

Mr. KING of Georgia moved to fix the duty on 
molasses at one and a half cent per pound, instead 


‘of five cents per gallon: rejected. 


Mr. ROOSEVELT moved to fix the daty on 
sirup fof sugar or sugarcane, not costing more 
than three cents per pound, at one and a half cent 
per pound: rejected, 

Mr. FILLMORE. offered a number of verbal 
amendments, which were adopted. 

Mr. F. offered an amendment which (he said) 
had been omitted in printing the bill, imposing du- 
ties on coffee. 

Mr. WARREN wished to understand it. {Cries 
of “order.”’] 

Mr. Fintmore’s amendment was adopted—Ayes 
75, noes 54. - 

Mr. READ moved to strike out the clause from 
line 33 to 38, the effect of which amendment would 
be to take off the duty on the cheaper kinds of tea: 
rejected. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD moved to strike out the 
entire clause, so as to leave teas free of duty. 
Tellers were demanded, and the motion was car- 
ried—75 in the affirmative and 53 in the negative. 

Mr. WISE proposed to insert, in lieu thereot, 
the same clause, with the duties reduced when the 
nriicles are imported in American vesse ls, and in: 
creased when imporied in other vessels. 

The motion was negatived. 

- Mr. M. A. COOPER moved to substitute a 
clause to lay an ed valorem duly of 20 per cent. on 
all teas, from whatever place imported. 

Mr. WARREN suggested the addition of ‘cof 
fee.” 

The amendment was negatived. 

The 34 clause of the Sih section being then un- 
der consideration— 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN moved to strike out the 
words “roll brimstone,” so as to leave that article 
free of duty; which was not agived to. 

Mr. FILLMORE, by the direction of the Com- 
mitiee of Ways and Means, moved a variety of 
amendments, which were agreed to as follows: to 
change the duty on cloves from 5 to 8 cents per 
pound; ground ginger, fram 2 to 4; ginger in 
the root, from halfa cent to 2 cents; indigo, from. 
15 to 5; opium, from 15 percent ad valorem, to 
75 cents per pound; and dates, from 2 to Lcent 
per pound. 

Mr. EVERETT moved to increase the duty on 
copperas and green vitriol, from 1 to 2 cents per 
pound; which was agreed to. 

Mr. SALTONSTALL moved to add “and 
other mercurial preparations,” after the word “cal- 
omel;” which was agreed to. i 

Messrs. BLACK, SALTONSTALL, W. W. 
IRWIN, and KING, proposed a variety of amend- 
menis, which were rejected. 

Mr. FILLMORE proposed an amendment to the 
fourth clause of the section, by increasing the 
ad valorem daty on “all other olive cil, not salad, 
and not o'herwisespecified,” from 15 to 20 per cent; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL proposed to change the 
ad valo.em duty ou starch, from 25 per cent toa 
duty cf two cents per pound; which was agreed to, 
Ani also the duty on manufectures of cork, from 
twelve cents fer pound, io an ad valorem daty of 
39 per cent; which was agreed to. 

Some other Guimsortant amendments 
adopted. 

Mr, FILLMORE, in the fih clause of the sec 
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tion, moved to reduce the daty on salt, from ten to 
gight cents per bushel; which was agreed to. 

Mr. LINN BOYD moved to strike out the whole 
of that item; which was negatived. 

< Several other amendments were proposed and 
negatived. 3 

The sixth clause, which relates to the duties cn 
wines and spirits, ale, cordials, &c. was acted upon 
with some amendments; and on the motion of Mr. 
“ FILLMORE, the duty on tobacco, in leaf or un- 
manufactured, was changed from 20 to 10 per 
gent. ad valorem; and on cigars of all kinds, from 
$2.50 per thousand, to 4C cents per pound. 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN moved to insert, in 
the section allowing all persons arriving in the 
United States to import their “implements and tools 
wi of trade” free of duty, also of all mechanics, 
ig) “citizens of the United States, importing them for 
their own use.” {He would have said, if he had 
been allowed, that he thought our own mechanics 
and citizens ought te be put on at least as good 
i footing as foreigners, According to the bill, a 

" mechanic could bring with him a full set of tools, 
without paying any duty; while the American me- 
chanic would have to pay 50 or 100 per cent. on 
the same articles: this was neither just nor equita- 
“ble: let all come in free of duty, or all pay a duty 
alike.] 

On taking the question, Mr. Brown’s motion 
“was rejected, 

: Mr. ATHERTON moved to strike out from the 
free articles “statues, statuary, paintings,” &c. Re- 
jected. 

Mr. MEDILL moved to insert tea and coffee 
among the free articles. i 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia moved to amend the 
amendment, by striking out tea; which motion be- 
ing rejected, 

The question was taken on Mr. MEDILL’S mo- 
tion, and it was also rejected. 

_ Mr. WM. W. IRWIN moved to strike out fruit, 
green or ripe, from the West Indies. Rejected. 

-Mr. FILLMORE moved to strike cut woad or 
pastel from the free articles. Carried, 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia moved to strike cut 
‘all the duty on free articles in the 7th section, ex- 
, cept gold and silver bullion. Rejected, 

‘Mr. FILLMORE moved to strike out plaster- 
of-Paris. Rejected. 

_ Mr, SALTONSTALL moved to include old 
junk in the free articles. 

Mr. CUSHING moved to amend the motion, 
by adding oakum; which motion prevailing— 

The question was taken on Mr, SALTONSTALL'S 
i amendment, as amended: and it was adopted. 
Mr, ROOSEVELT moved to strike out gold and 
silver epaulettes and wings from the free list: re- 
jected—ayes 63, noes 67. 


Mr. KENNEDY of Maryland moved to insert, 
\ after plaster-of-Paris, “unground,” so as to make 
< only the unground plaster duty free: carried. 
_ Mr. CUSHING moved to insert teaz'es in the 
\ free list: carried. 
f. Mr. BOARDMAN moved to insert 
“manufactured: carried. 
, Mr. COOPER of Georgia moved to add to the 
‘end of the section, “and coffee.” 

Mr. CUSHING moved to amend the amend- 
home by adding “tea,” which motion pievailing— 
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The question recurred on the amendment of Mr. 
f Coopar as amended; and, on putting it, it was re- 
j.Jeeted—ayes 53, noes not counted. 
, Mr. MEDILL moved to amend the tenth sec- 
f Hon, which imposes a duty of 20 per cent. ad va- 
lorem On allarticles not specially enumerated, by 
adding the words “except tea and coffee.” 
No ate CHAIR decided the amendment to be out of 
rder. 
; Mr. GRAHAM appealed; but, on taking the 
; Gestion, the decision of the Chair was sustained. 
i Mr. HABERSHAM moved to insert the words 
except tea and coffee, which shall be subject to a 
; duty of one per cent, ad valorem.” 
i Mr. ATHERTON moved to amend the amend- 
: ment, by adding the words “which duty shall cease 
j after thirty days from the passage of this act: re- 
lected. 
; The question recurring on Mr. HABERSHAM’S 
` amendment, it was alco rejected, 
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Mr. FILLMORE moved to strike out the 10th 
section, and insert a provision laying a duty of 
5 per cent. ad valorem on all unmanufactured ar- 
ticles not specially enumerated, and a duty of 35 
per cent. on all manufactured articles not specially 
enumerated. 

Mr. RANDOLPH moved an amendment, lay- 
ing a duty on all foreign merchandise sold at auc- 
tion, $3 on every bundred dollars’ worth. 

Mr. SUMMERS offered an amendment, at the 
request, as he said, of the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, (Mr. Trip.err,] providing that from and 
afier the Ist of July, 1843, an additional duty of 
20 per cent. ad valorem shall be levied on all arti- 
cles the growth or produce of countries which shall 
not admit the importation of American agricultural 
products on certain favorable terms, therein spe- 
eified; such additional duties to be taken off when 
ihe President shall be satisfied that such forcign 
coantries have consented to receive American 
products on eertain favorable terms, &c. 

Mr. HABERSHAM offered an amendment to 
the amendment; which being rejecte¢— 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland offered an amend- 
ment, which the reporter could not catch, and it 
was alzo rejected. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Summers’s 
amendment, and it was carried—ayes 70, noes 62. 

Mr. SALTONSTALL offered an amendment, 
establishing the warehousing system. On taking 
the question on this motion, the vote was ayes 
74, noes 46, 

No quorum voting— 

Mr. FLOYD moved that the committee rise: 
rejected—ayes 60, noes 76. 

The question was again taken on Mr. SALTON 
STALL’s motion, and it was adopted. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved to increase the draw- 
back on refined sugar from 32 cenis to 5 ceats per 

ound. 

Mr. MOORE moved to amend the motion by in- 
serting 3 cents; which being rejected— 

Mr. CARUTHERS moved to amend the amend- 
ment, by inserting 24 cents; which was also reject- 
ed; when 

Tae question was taken on Mr. FILLMORE’S mo- 
tion, and it was adopted. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved an amendment, limit- 
ing the drawback on spiri's distilled from foreign 
molasses to Ist January, 1843. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved an amendment, to strike 
out the clause allowing a drawback on spirits 
distilled from foreign molasses: rejected; after 
which, 

Mr. Fittmore’'s motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CUSHING moved an amendment allow- 
ing a drawback of 4 cents a pound on tarred 
cordage, and 5 cents a pound on untarred cordage 
manufactured from foreign hemp: rejected. 

Mr. BOWNE offered an amendment allowing 
a drawback to the amount of the duly paid on 
flour manufactured from foreign wheal: carried, 
ayes 64, noes 62. 


Mr. GWIN moved an amendment in section 
14, after “drawback,” in the third line, to insert 
“on all foreign bagging, or other materials import- 
ed after the passage of this act, and used for the 
packing of raw cotton, of the growth of the United 
States, which shall be exported, of 44 cents per 
square yard.” Rejecied. 

Mr. G. proposed to insert “2%,” instead of 44,” 
inthe amendment. Rejected. 

Mr. G. proposed to insert, after “drawback,” 
in the third line, “on hoop iron imported after the 
passage of this act, and exported on cotton bales, 
of two cents per pound.” Rejected. 

On motion of Mr. JAMES W. WILLIAMS of 
Maryland, an amendment was adopted, in the 19:h 
section, requiring the collector to designate for ex- 
amination one package at least of every ten pack- 
ages, or a greater number, should he “or either of 
the appraisers” deem it necessary. 

After various oiber amendments bad been passed 
upon 

PM. GENTRY offered his amendment provi- 
ding for the assumption of the debts of the several 
States by the Federal Government. 

On taking the question, this amendment was re- 
jected. 
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Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland then’ offered his 
amendment, providing for the issue of two hui- 
dred millions of Government stock, for the Te- 
demption of the principal and interesi of which 
the public lands were to be pledged: the stock to 
be divided among the Siates-—the indebted as weil 
as the non-indebted—in proportion to their popula- 
lion, according to federal numbers. 

Oa taking the question on this motion, tellers 
were called for, and Messrs. GENTRY and JoHnson, 
arm in arm, passed through them; these two only 
voling in the affirmative. 

Afier the noisy merriment which the cecasion 
excited had passed off, the question was given up. 

Mr. CUSHING moved to strike out the 25th 
section, which repeals the 20 per cent. clause in 
the distribution act: rejected—ayes 70, noes 105. 

Mr. BEESON offered the following amendment 
to the 25:h section of the bill: 

Strike outall after the enacting clause, [land distribution,} 
and insert the following : 

That, from and after the last day. of December next, there 
shall be Jevied, coliected, and paid, throughout the United 
States, the several duties, to wit: 

On each aad every promissory note or notes, payable either 
to bearer or order, issued by any of the banks or companiea 
who issue. notes, bonds, or obligations in the similitude of bank 
notes and tickets, either incorporated or not. incorporated, 
which now are or may hereafter be established in the United 
States, or by any banker or other individual, of similar or in- 
termediate denomination to those of the gold and silver coins 
of the United States, according to the following rates, viz : E 

If of the denomination of tive dollars, or other lower sum, fifty 
cents. 

If of the denomination often, and not less than five dollars, 
forty cents, 

Sec. 26. And be it further enacted, That each and every 
such bank, company, hanker, and individual, who have issued 
or may issue any such notes, bonds, or tickets, in the similitude 
of bank notes, of the denominations aforesaid, shall make entry 
of the number and denomination thereof with the collector of 
the revenue ofthe district wherein they reside; or should there 
be no such collector within such limit, then to the district attor- 
ney within such limit, on or before the last day of December 
next, andannually thereafter. Ani the said collector or dis- 
trict attorney shall est'mate and endorse the duties thereon, the 
party making such entry taking an oath or affirmation that it 
contains the whole number and denominations of such notes, 
bonds, or tickets, issued by such party within the term of one 
year from and alter the last day of December next, and annu- 
ally thereafter. And the said oath or affirination shall be ad- 
ministered by such collector or attorney, and the entry shall be 
subscribed, in duplicate, by the person making the same. 

Sec. 27, And be it further enacted, That it shal! be the 
duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to establish rules and 
regulations to secure a just and faithful collection of the said 
duties; and that the existing laws for collecting the impost du- 
ties, and for the recovery, collection, distribution, and remis- 
sid of all fines, penalties, and forfeitures, shall extend to and 
be 1n force for the collection of said duiies, as fuliy and effectu- 
ally as if they had been inserted in and re-enacted by this act. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT offered an amendment to re« 
peal the distribution act; which motion was re- 
jected. , 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON offered an amendment, 
providing that hereafter all moneys collected at 
the custom-houses shall be paid in the treasury, and 
no part thereof shall be retained for fees or sala- 
rie:; but the accounts ef the officers sha'l be audited 
and paid at the treasury: rejected. 

After a few other amendment: bad been passed 
upon— 2S 

On motion by Mr. BOTTS, the committee rose 
and reported the bill to the House. 

Mr. BRONSON moved the previous question. 

Oa motion by Mr. UNDERWOOD, and by 
general consent, the bill was ordered to be printed 
as amended. ; 

‘She House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Sarorpay, July 16, 1842, 

Mr. CRAFTS said he had, on yesterday, voted 
for the rejection of the bill for the revief of the legal 
representatives of John Hali, deceased. He made 
a motion to reconsider that vote, and to let it lie on 
the table for the present. The motion was laid on 
the table. 

The bill granting lands to the several States, 
(except Connecticut and Kentucky, which bave re- 
ceived like quantities, for the same purpose,) for 
the education of the deaf, dumb, and blind, and for 
the relief of insane persons, was taken up, as in 
committee of the whole. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana spoke for some time in 
favor of the passage of the bill; during which, he 
presented much statistical information touching 
these unfortunate classes. He hardly anticipated 
that, at so late a peried of the session, the bill 
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would receive the consideration to which jt was en- 
titled, .or-could-become.a law. - If o:her Senators, 
inthe consideration of the subject, should think it 
better to postpone the bill until there was. more 
time to investigate it, he would not object; though 
he would be much better pleased if the bill should 
be permitted to pass. f : ot) 

Mr. YOUNG thought there ought to be a limita- 
tion of the period during which these lands were 
to be held by the S:ates unsold. He pointed out 
the evil effecis produced by large bodies of lands 
being held back, retarding the settlement of new 
States. : 

Mr. SMITH directed the Senator’s attention to 
the clause in the bill limiting the period to five 
years, 


Mr. WRIGHT expressed his admiration of the 
very interesting exposition made by the chairman 
of the Committee on Public Lands; but as it was 
evident there would not be time this session to act 
upon the bill, he would move to lay it on the table, 


The bill was, in accordance with this motion, 


laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the Senate took 
up for consideration, as in committee of the whole, 
the bill to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury 
to make an arrangement or compromise with any 
of the sureties on bonds given to tke United States 
by Samuel Swartwout, late collector of the cus- 
toms for the port of New York. 

Mr. W. explained that the bill merely author- 
ized the Secretary of the Tieasary to compound 
with the sureties of Swartwout, which would have 
the effect to bring $25,000 into the treasury, which 
would be lost to the Government if the bill did not 
prevail. 

The bill was then reported back to the Senate, 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 


Mr. GRAHAM moved to take up the bill for 
the adjustment of claims for property destroyed in 
the Florida war. 

The general orders were, on this motion, post. 
poved, and the bii) alluded to by Bir. G. was taken 
up, as in committee of the whole, 

Mr. G. explained the cbject of the bill to be to 
ascertain the facts of claims made upon the Gov- 
ernment for property destroyed by the Indians, in 
consequence of the occupation of the United States 
troops in Florida, for the purpose of facilitating the 
action of Congress in the final adjustment of these 
claims. Ii also extended the provisions of the law’ 
of 1816 and 1817, in relation to the claims arising 
out of the late war with Great Britain, to the cascs 
originating in the Florida war. as 

Mr. SEVIER suggested that an amendment was 
nagsa in relation to claims which had been al- 
ready investigated and reported upon. 

. Mr. KING, for the purpose of meeting the cases 
referred to by the Ssnator from Arkansas, offered 
an amendment, to the effect that all cases which 
had been investigated and reported upon favorably 
should be settled by the auditor; and, if found by 
him in accordance with the laws of 1816-17, paid. 

Messrs. GRAHAM and WRIGHT, on behalf 
of the Commit'ee on Claims, disapproved of the 
amendment, on ihe ground that the bill was not in- 
tended to make immediate appropriation, but to 
obiain data for the adjustment of the claims by 
Congress. 

Mr. BERRIEN pointed out the reasonableness 
and justice of the proposed amendment. 


Mr. HUNTINGTON was of a different opin- 
jon. Many cf those claims had been reported 
upon in one Flouse, and not in the other: for 
some bills hał passed the House, and had not come 
before the Sena'e. They would, in effect, be paid 
‘without the revision of Congress, while other claims 
wonld have to be subjected to fall congressional 
action. 

Mr. KING replied, and showed that the claims 
reported upon were indisputable 

Phe amendment was farther opposed by Messrs, 
GRAHAM, WRIGHP, CONRAD, Woop. 
ee and WHITE: and advocated by Mes.rs, 
ay. OUNG, SMITH of Connee licut, and 
ti was n-ga‘ived by a tie volé—yeas 20, nays 
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Mr: WHIPER then moved to amend the bill, by 


-including cases arising-out of the Black Hawk war. | 


‘After some discussion, (in which it was explained 
that a law already existed embracing those cases,) 
Mr. WHITE pressing his amendment, it was 
negatived—yeas 8, nays [8 : 

The bill was then reported back to the Senate, 

Mr. WHITE again offered bis amendment, to 
include cases arising out of the Black Hawk war; 
en which he called for the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered. 

lt was rejected—yeas 8, nays 23. f 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
third-teading. 

he bill directirg an edition of the laws of the 
United States tv be compiled and printed, and for 
the distribution thereof, came up in order, and was 
read the second t'me. 

Mr. BENTON wished to record his vote against 
the bill, and demanded the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered; and, the question being put, the bill 
was passed in the affirmative—yeas 20, nays 12, as 
foilows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Conrad, 
Dayton, Evans, Hendersoa, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Mer. 
rick, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Preston, Simmons, Smith of 
Indiana, Sprague, and Wovudbridge—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bagby, Benton, Calhoun, Fulton, Graham, 
King, Linn, McReberts, White, Woodbury, Wright, and Young 


The bill to confirm the claims to land in the dis- 
trict between the Rio Hondo and Sabine rivers, was 
read the third time and passed. 


The bill to abolish ths office of the Commissary 
General of Purchases came up in its order, and 
was laid on the table. 


The bill in addition to an act to amend the act 
entitled “An act making alteration in the Treasury, 
War, and Navy Departments,” came up in com- 
mittee of the whole, on an adverse report of the 
Committee on the Judiciary; when 

On motion of Mr. CONRAD, it was indefinitely 
postponed. 

The bill in addition to an act to promote the pro- 
gress of the useful arts, was taken up as in com- 
mittee of the whole; and, at the suggestion of Mr. 
KING, laid on the table. 


Mr. KERR moved to postpone all the previous 
orders of the day, for the purpose of taking up 
bills relating to the District of Columbia; which 
the Senate refused-——by ayes 9, noes not counted. 

Mr. CALHOUN moved to postpone all previous 
orders of the day, for the purpose of taking up the 
bil for the relief of the legal representatives of 
John De Treville. 

The question was put, and the motion was 
agreed to, 

The bill was then considered, as in committee of 
the whole. 


Mr. CALHOUN explained that the bill pro- 
vided for a pension in a case where the individual 
was held as a prisoner of war during the whole of 
the war of the Revolution; and showed that the 
resolution of Mr. Madison, of 1789, fully covered 
the ease, and justified the allowance of the pen- 
sion. 


The bill was then reported back to the Senate; 
and the question being, Shall the bill be ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading? it was so ordered 
by ayes 22, noes net counted. 

Tre bill to establish a corps of Sappers, miners, 
and pontoniers,came up in its order, as in com- 
mittee of the whole. 

Mr. PRESTON was satisfied that the efficiency 
of the army would be greatly inereased by the 
establishment of such a corps, and thai it wonid net 
cost more than $40 000; yet ke did not wish to depart 
from the seemizg policy of Congress, as evinced 
hy the reduction of the army in the late bill. He 
therefcre moved to lay the bill on the table. The 
motion was agreed to. 

The foilosing bills were taken up asin com- 
mittee of the whole, considered, reported back to 
the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reeding, viz: 

House bill entided “An cet for the relief of 
Bacal Moore, of tbe State of Maryland.” 

The bill fur the relief of the heirs of Fransis 
Newman. 


House Lill entitled An act for the relief of 
Wm. Markham. 

House bill entitled An act to authorize the issus 
ing ofa patent to Bartholomew Pellerin, his heirs; 
or assigns. : 

The biil to authorize the issuing of a patent to 
the heirs or legal representatives of Francis Rivard, 
deceased. : 

The bill for the relief of Casper W. Weaver, 

[This bill was opposed by Mr. KING, and de: 
fended by Messrs. MERRICK and YOUNG.] 

House bill entitled An act to authorize the Pres: 
ident of the United States to issue to the heirs of 
John Campbell a patent for the remainder of pri- 
vate land claizn No. 20, at Prairie du Chien, in the 
Territory of Wisconsin. 

House bil entitled An act granting a rigkt of 
pre-emption to certain lots in the town of Perrys- 
burg, in the State of Ohio. 

House bill entitled An act to grant to Van 
Buren county, Missouri, the tract of land on 
which the seat of justice of said county has been 
Iceated. 

The bill providing for the publication of an 
edition of 18,000 copies of the laws regulating the 
Post Office Department, came up in its order, as in 
committee of the whole; and after having been ex- 
plained by Mr. MERRICK, who contended for 
the necessity of the publication, and opposed by 
Messrs. KING and SEVIER— 


Mr. EVANS said he desired to examine the bill, 
as it involved a considerable expenditure of money; 
and, with that view, he moved an adjournment; 
which motion being agreed to, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Sarurpay, July 16, 1842. 

Mr. ADAMS, from the Select Committee, ap- 
pointed under the resolution submitted by him, and 
to which was referred the letter of the Secretary of 
State, transmitting the exposition of the reasons of 
the President filed in that department, for giving 
his sancticn to the apportionment bill, made a re- 


port thereon, concluding with the following reso- ` 


lution: 


Resolved, That the House of Representatives consider the 
act of the President of the United States, notified to them by his 
message of the 25th ultimo, and in his causing to be deposited 
in the office of the Secretary of State, with the act of Congress 
entitled “An act for the apportionment of Representatives 
among the several States, according to the sixth census” ap- 


proved and signed by him, an exposition of his reasons for $ 


giving to the said act hts sanction, as unwarranted by the Con- 


stitution and laws of we United States, injurious to the public 


Interest, and of evil example for the future: and this House do 
hereby solemnly protest against the said act of the President, 
and against its ever being repeated or adduced as a precedent 
hereafier. 

Tae reception of this report and resolution was 
objected to bv some member; but, after a brief 
conversation between Mr. FILLMORE, Mr. 
ADAMS, and the SPEAKER, the ebjection was 
withdrawn, and the report and resolation were 
ordered to be printed. 


Mr. GOGGIN asked to be discharged from 


serving on the special committee raised in regard ` 


to Virginia military bounty lands. He did so, he 
said, for the very reasons he had heretofore urged 
agaiust the reference of this subject to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Ciaims. That committee 
was opposed to the claims for bounty lands; he 
was in favor of them. He might not be supposed, 
therefore, to be free from thore prejudices which 
render a juror untit to serve where he has made up 
and expressed an opinion, as he had done. 

Mr. STANLY opposed the motion; and, on the 
question being put, the House decided not to ex- 
empt Mr. G. from service on the committee, 

The Hovse then resumed the consideration ef 
the report of the Committce on the Judiciary, on 
the subject of extending the tankrupt system to 
banking corpcrations. ‘Phis report concluded with 
a resolution that it was inexpedient to do so. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT, who was entitled to the floor, 
addressed the Ecouse in opposition to the report, 
and to show the expediency. as well as justice, of 
making hanks liable to the provi-icns of bank- 
ruptey. Before eeneludir g his remarks, Mr. R., at 
the request of Mr. FiLLMore, yieide! the foor to 
enable the House to take up the tariff bill, which 
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The bill having been taken up, the question was 
previous question 


on:seconding the call for the 
made by Mr. Bronson. 


“Mr. FILLMORE ‘requested Mr. Bronson to 


ment, which was read: 


Strike out all the provisions relative to unmanufactured 
wool, and insert: First, for coarse wool unmanufaciured, the 
value whereof, at the last port or place from whence imported 
to the United States, shall be seven cents or under per pound, 
there shall be levied a duty of five per centum ad valorem; and 
on all other unmanufactured wool, there shall be levied a duty 
of three cents per pound, and thirty per cent. ad valorem: Pro- 
vided, That when wool of different qualities of the same kind or 
sort is imported in the same bale, bag, or package, and the ag- 
pragate package, and the aggregate value of the contents of the 

ale, bag, or package, shall be appraised by the appraisers at a 
rate exceeding seven cents per pound, it shall be charged with 
a duty in conformity to such appraisal: Provided, further, 
That when wool of different qualities and different kinds or 
sorts is imported in the same bale, bag, or package, the contents 
of the bale, bag, or package shall be appraised at the value of 
the finest and most valuable kind or sort, and a daty charged 
thereon accordingly: Provided, further, That if bales of dif- 
ferent qualities are embraced in the same invoice at the same 
price, the value of the whole shall be appraised according to the 
value of the bale of the best quality: Provided, further, That 
if any wool be imported having in it dirt, or any other material 
or impurities other than those naturally belonging to the fleece, 
and thus be reduced in value to seven cents per pound or un- 
der, the appraisers shall appraise such woo] at such price as 
in their opinion, it would have cost had it not been so mixe: 
with such dirt or impurities; and a duty shal! be charged 
thereon in conformity to such appraisal: Provided, also, That 
wool imported on the skin shall be estimated, as to weight and 
value, as other wool, 


The question on seconding the call for the pre- 
vious question having been taken and carried—~ 


Mr. ROOSEVELT called for the yeas and nays 
on ordering the main question; which having been 
ordered, the vote was taken, and resulted in yeas 
98, nays 102, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Landaf W. Andrews, Sher- 
Jock J, Andrews, Appleton, Arnold, Ayorivs, Babcock, Baker, 
Barnard, Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, Borden, Briggs, Brock. 
way, Bronson, Burnell, William Butler, Calhoun, Thomas J. 
Campbell, Casey, Chittenden, John C. Clark, Swiey N. Clarke, 
Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Johu Edwards, Everett, Fessenden, 
Fillmore, A. L. Foster, Gates, Goggin, P. G. Goode, Granger, 
Green, Hall, Halsted, Howard, Hudson, J. R. Togersol), James 
Tryin, W. W. Irwin, James, Isaac D. Jones, John P. Kennedy, 
Lane, Linn, McKennan. Thomas F. Marsball, Samson Mason, 
Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, 
Osborne, Owsley, Pearce, Pendleton, Pope, Powell, Ramsey, 
Benjamin Randall, A, Randall, Randolph, Ridgway, Rodney, 
Wm. Russell, James M. Russell, Saltonstall, Slade, Truman 
Smith, Sollers, Stanly, Stokely, Stratton, Alexander H. H. Stu- 
art, John T. Stuart, Summers, R, W. Thompson, Tillinghast, 
Toland, Tomlinson, Trumbull, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, Wash. 
ington, Edward D, White, Joseph L. White, Joseph L. Wil- 
Hams, Yorke, Augustus Young, and John Young—9s. 

NA YS—Messrs. Arringion, Atherton, Beeson, Bidlack, Black, 
Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Charles Brown, 
Burke, Sampson Ti. Butler, William O. Butler, Green W. Cald- 
well, P, C. Caldwell, Jolin Campbell, Caruthers, Cary, Chap. 
man, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, M. A. Cooper, Cushing, Daniel, 
Richard D. Davis, Dawson, Dean, Deberry, Doan, Doig, Bast- 
man, John ©. Edwards, John GQ. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, For- 
nance, Thomas F, Foster, Gambie, Gantry, Gerry, William O, 
Goode, Gordon, Graham, Gustine, Gwin, Harris, Hays, Holmes, 
Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, Haunter, ©. J. Ingersoll 
Jack, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Keim, Littlefield, Abra- 
ham McClellan, Robert McClellan, McKay, McKeon, Mallory, 
Marchand, Alfred Marshall, J. T. Mason, Mathews, Medill, 
Meriwether, Miller, Mitchell, Newhard, Parmenter, Patridge, 
Pickens, Plumer, Read, Reding, Rencher, Reynolds, Riggs, 
Rogers, Roosevelt, Sanford, Saunders, Shaw, Shiekis, William 
Smith, Snyder, Sprigg, Steenrod, Sumter, Taliaferro, Jacob 
Thompson, Turney, Van Buren, Watterson, Weller, James W, 
Williams, Christopher H. Williams, and Wood—1é2. 

So the House refused to order the main question 
to be now put. i 

Mr. FILLMORE then remarked the bill would 
have to lie over till Monday. Hescggested tosome 
gen'leman, who had voted in the negative, to move 
a reconsideration of the vote by whica the House 
had refused to order the main question. 


A motion to that effect was accordingly made by 
Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS. 

The question was taken by yeas and nays, and 
the House agreed to reconsider—yeas 110, nays 
104. 

The main question was then ordered to be put. 

The question was then taken upon the amend- 
ment of Mr. FILLMORE, cffered this morning as 
a substitute for ihe clause on unmanufactured wool, 
and it was concurred in. 

The daie of the commencement of the act was 
altered from the 30th of June to its passage. 

‘Whe amendment of the committee increasing the 


withdraw the call for the previous question, to en- 
able him to offer an amendment from the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. BRONSON assenting, 

Mr. FILLMORE offered the following amend- 
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duty on blankets from 25-to 30 per cent. was nega- 
tived—yeas 105, nays 115. 

The amendment of the committee, increasing 
the duty on woollen and worsted yarn, was agreed 
to—yeas 112, nays 106. 

The followizg amendment was comeurred in: 
The duty on thread laces and insertings was 
changed, by striking out 124 and inserting 15 per 
cent. ad valorem. 

The foliowing portion of the 10th clause of the 
Ast section was then concurred in, as amended— 
the words enclosed within brackets being stricken 
out, and the words in italies inserted: 


“On laces, galloons, tresses, tassels, knots, and stars of gold 
orsilver, fineor half fine, and on all embroideries of gold or 
silver thread, worked with the needle, on cloth or other fabric, 
exceptsilk, of whatever material or materials composed, when 
done on paris or portions not constituting a finished article, 
([twelve-and-a-half] fifteen pet cent. ad valorem; onali [other] 
articles embroidered in gold or silver, five or half fine, when 
finished, other than clothing fready-made,] twenty per cent. ad 
valorem; and on clothing [ready-made,] finished in whole or 
in part, embroidered in gold or silver, fifty percent. ad valo- 
rem. 


The 2d section was next in order, and the first 
clauce stood thus: 


“First. On cotton unmanufactured,a duty of [three cents] 
twenty per cent. {per poundjad valorem.” 


‘The question was on concurrence with the Com- 
mittee of the Whole in its amendments; the parts 
between brackets being understood as stricken out 
of the original bill, and the words in italics in- 
serted. 

Mr. GAMBLE called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and resulted—yeas 91, nays 
lll. 

So the amendment was not concurred in. 

In the second clause, the Committee of the 
Whole had stricken out part of the proviso, as fol- 
lows: 

“Second, On all manufactures of cotton, or of which cotton 
shall be a component part, not otherwise specified, a duty of 
thirty per centum ad valorem, excepting such cotton twist, 
yarn, and thread, and such other articles as are herein pro- 
vided for: Provided, That ali manufactures of cotton, or of 
which cotton shall be a component part, not dyed, colored, 
printed, or stained, not exceeding in value twenty cents per 
square yard, shal] be valued at twenty cents per square yard: 
{and ifexceeding in value twenty, and not exceeding in value 


twenty-five cents per square yard, shall be valued at twenty- 
five cents per square yard. J? 


Mr. TURNEY called for the yeas and nays on 
the question of concurrence; they were ordered— 
yeas 193, nays 16. 


The remaining part of the clause was concurred 
in, as amended by the committee, as follows: 


“And if dyed, colored, printed, or stained, in whole or in 
part, not exceeding in value thirty cents the square yard, shail 
be valued at thirty cents per square yard, excepting velvets, 
cords, moleskins, fustians, buffalo cloths, or goods manufac- 
tured by napping or raising, cutting or shearing, not exceeding 
in value [fifty] thirty five cents the square yard, which shall be 
valued at [fifty] ‘hir/y-five cents per square yard, and duty be 
paid thereon accordingiy.” 


The thiid clause was also concurred in as fol- 
lows: 


“Third. Ali cotton twist, yarn, and thread, unbleached and 
uncolored, the trae value of which, at the place whence im- 
ported, shall bo less than sixty cents per pound, shall be valued 
at sixty cents per pound, and shail be charged with a duty of 
twenty-tive per centum ad valorem; all bleached or colored cot- 
ton twist, yarn, and thread, the true value of which, at the 
place whence imported, shail {exceed sixty, and} be fess chan 
seventy-five cenis per pound, shall be valued at seventy-five 
cents per pound, and pay a duty of twenty-five per centum ad 
valorem; all [bleached or colored] other cotton twist, yarn, and 
thread, on spools or otherwise, [the value of which shall exceed 
seventy five cents per pound at the place whence imported.) 
shall pay aduty of [twenty-five] thirty per centum [on its ac- 
tual value] ad valorem.” 


The first clause of the 3d section was concurred 
in as amended, as follows: 
Strike out— 


“ Fyst. On all articles of plain silks and sating, sitk velvets, 
and siik and satin tibands, except bolting -cloths of silk, a duty of 
thirty per certum ad valorem; on ail manufactures of silk, and 
silk and satins, and silk and satin ribands, figured, striped, or 
brocaded, and on silk gloves, stockings, and socks, a duty of thir- 
ty-five per centum ad valorem; on silk crapes, Jaces, shaw!s, 
shades, aud gauzes, whether plain, striped, or brecaded, a duty 
of forty per centum ad valorem; on all manufactures of silk and 
cotton combined, a duty ofthirty per centum ad valorem: Pro- 
vided, Thatif any of the articles aforesaid should be mixed 
with guid, silver, or other metal, they shall pay the same Gaty 
ad valorem as is herein imposed on silks or satins of the char- 
acter of those of which they are in part composed. 


And insert: 


“First. Qn all manufactines of silk not otherwise specified, 
except boliag-cloths, two dollars and fifty cents per pound of 
sixteen ounces: on sitk bolting-cloths, twenty per centum adva- 
lorem: Provided, That if any silk manufacture shall be mixed 
with gold or silver, or cther metal, ii shall pay a duty of thirty 
per centum ad valorem??? 


Tn the second clause of the ‘same section the duty 
was reduced by the committee from $3 to $2; and 
on “silk caps for women, and turbans, ornaments 
for head-dress, aprons, collars, caps, cuffs, braids, 
curls, or frizettes, chemisettes, mantillas, pelerines, 
and all other articles. of silk made up by ‘hand in 
whole or in part, and. not otherwise provided for,” 
the duty was reduced from 40. to 30 per cent. ad 
valorem, : 

In the third clause, Manilla, Sunn, and other 


. hemps of India, were. reduced from $35 per ton to 


$25; eodilla, or tow of hemp or flax, from $25 to 
$20; sail duck from nine to ten cents per square 
yard; unmanufactured flax from ¢40 to $20 per ton; 
and bags made of gunny cloth, not exceeding *the 
capacity of two bushels, were exempted from duty. 
These amendments were all concurred in. 


In the first clause of the 4th section the House 
concurred in the amendments of the committee, by 
which: the duty on iron in bars or bolts, not manu. 
factured in whole or in part by rolling, was reduced 
from $18 to $17 per ton; and on bar or bolt iron, 
made wholly or in part by rolling, from $30 to 
$27 50 per ton. 

Mr. BOTTS called for the yeas and nays on the 
latier amendment; and, on being ordered, they re- 
sulted as follows—yeas 140, nays 80. 

The House concurred in the other amend- 
ments in that clause, and also those in the second 
clause. E ` 

A number of further amendments made in Com- 
mittee of the Whole were concurred in without a 
division. 

On the question of concurring in the amend- 
ment to strike out 1 cent per pound, and insert 
5 per cent. ad valorem, for the duty on raw hides 
of all kinds, whether dried or salted— 


Mr. BOTYS called for the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered; ard, on taking the vote, resulted in 
yeas 107, nays 90. 

Various amendments made in Committee of the 
Whole were agreed to, without opposition. 

When the Cierk read the clause imposing a duty 
on tea and coffee, which the committee had stricken 
oul, 


Mr. SMITH of Virginia called for the yeas and 
nays on concurring with the committee in their 
amendment. They were ordered, and resulted— 
yeas 118, nays 68. 


Mr. CHARLES BROWN rose before the vote 
was announced, and said he was accidentally out 
at the moment his name was called. Had he been 
present, he would have voted ay, 


So the amendment was concurred in, ard tea 
and coffee are left by the bill among the unenume- 
rated articles. 

The L0:h section in the original bill reads as 
follows: 


Sec. 10. And beit further enacted, That, on all articles not 
herein enumerated or provided for, there shall be levied, col- 
lected, and paid, a duty of twenty per centum ad valorem. 

In lien of the above, the Committee of the Whole 
proposed to subsiitute the following: : 

On all raw or unmanufactured articles, not herein enume- 
rated or provided for, there shall be levied, collected, and paid, 
a duty of five per centum ad valorem; and on al! articles man- 
ufactured in whole or in part, not herein enumerated or pros 
vided for, a duty of thirty-five per centum ad valorem.” 

Fhe question recurred upon agreeing with the 
commitice in their amendment, 

Mr. CLIFFORD inguired whether it was not 
divisible. ’ 

The SPEAKER answered that it was not. 

The House then refused to concur in the amend- 
ment of the committee: ayes 99; noes 109. 

The next question was on sections 12, 13, 14, 15, 
and 16, which were introduced into the bill, in 
Committee cf the Whole. The 12h section, from 
and after the Ist July, 1843, in addition to the du- 
ties imposed by this act, levied a duty of twenty 
per centum on such duties, on manufactures of 
silk, or which silk is a component part; on lace of 
every ceseripiion, bleached or wibleached linen, 
broadcloths, costing at the place from whence 
imported, more than one dollar and sixty cents 
per square yard; ready-made clothing, boots, shoes, 
and hats; on cut glass, distilled spirits, and wine of 
every description, imported either in casks or buts 
iles. ; 
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“The remaining sections were as follows: 


Sec. 13.. And be it further enacted, That the additional duty 
imposed by the preceding section shall cease, so far as it is im- 
posed upon any article the produce or manufacture of any for- 
eign kingdom or nation, whenever it shall be proved, to the sat- 
isfaction of the President of the United States, that the unman- 
ufactured tobacco, grain, flour, and rice, the produce of the Uni- 
ted States, are admitted inte the ports of such nation ata rate of 
duty not exceediag the following, viz: on upmanufactured to- 
bacco, ten. cents per pound; wheat per bushel of sixty-two 
pounds, twenty-five cents per bushel; oats per bushel of fifty 
pounds, fifteen cente; rye per bushel of sixty pounds, twenty 
cents; muze or Indian corn per bushel of fifty pounds, fit. 
teen cents; meal of corn or maize per bushel of fifiy pounds, 
twenty cents; flour per barrel of 196 pounds net, one hundred 
and fifty cents per barrel; clean rice per one hundred pounds, 
one hundred cents; on rice in the rough or paddy, twenty-five 
cents per one hundred pounds: and that any farm, regie, or 
other monopoly of the right to import and sell tobacco, the 
produce of the United States, in such nation or kingdom has 
been abolished, and that the citizens of the United Slates may 
import and sell in said nation or kingdom the manufactured We 
bacco, the produce of the United States, at a duty not exceeding 
ten cents per pound, without any other restrictions than are im. 
posed on the importation and sale of other articles, the produce 
of other countries, in said nation or kingdom. And cn such 
satisfactory proof being made, the President ofthe United States 
shall immediately issue his proclamation, declaring that such 
proof has been made, which shall be conclusive evideace of 
the fact. 

Sec. l4. And beit further enacted, That where the duty 
now levied by any foreign nativa or country is now, or may 
hereafter be, reduced to ten cents per pound en unmanufac- 
tured tobacco, the product o: the United States, and no farm, 
yegie, or other monopoly of the right to import or sel] tobacco, 
the produce of the United States, shall exist in said nation or 
kingdom, and when the grain, flour, and rice, produce of the 
United States, are admitted into any such foreign nation or coun: 
try at a rate of duty not exceeding that specified in the pre- 
ceding section; and satisfactory proof shall be made to the 
President of the United States, he shall thereupon issue 
his proclamation as aforesaid; and. thereupon twenty per 
cent. of the duties levied by this act, exclusive of the ad- 
ditional duties levied by the eleventh section, shall be 
deducted from the duties levied on manufactures of which 
silk is a component part, lace of every description, 
bleached or unbleached linen, broadeloths costing at the 
place from whence imported more than one dollar and sixty 
cents per square yard, ready-made clothing, boots, shoes, and 
hats, cut glass, distilled spirits, and wine of every description. 

Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, That, on and after the 
day.this act goes into operation, the duties on all imported 
goods, wares, and merchandise, shall be paid in cash, in the 
manner following, that is to say: When the amount of daty on 
gdods, wares, and merchandise, imported in any vessel, on ac- 
count of one person only, or of several persons jointly interested, 
shall not exceed four hundred dollars, besame shall be paid be- 
fore a permit shall be granted for landing the same. And when 
the duties shall exceed the said sum, then it shall be at the op- 
tion of the importer or importera to pay the same, or to enter 
and store them, under the following regulations and conditions, 
that is t0 say: before a permit be granted for landing them, it 
shall be the duty of the importer or importers, his, her, or their 
agent or attorney, to give bond to the United States, with one 
or more sureties, (9 the satisfaction of the collector, in double 
the amount ofthe invoice or invoices, conditioned for the pay 
ment, at the expiration of six months from the date thereof, 
of the duties which shall be assessed upon the said ods, 
wares, and merchandise, and which amount of ass ment 
shall, after the expiration of one month from the date of the 
said bond, bear an interest of six per centum per amum: Pro- 
vided, That said gaods, wares, and merchandise, shall be de- 
posited, at the expense and risk of the importer ox importers, 
in the public store or stores, or in some brick or stone store, 
which®hall be sclected and designated by the impovier or im- 
porters, his or theiragent or attorney, tobe approved of by the 
collector or officer of inspection of tie revenue for the port 
where said goods, wares, and merchandise may be landed, 
Andon such store, designated and approved of as aforesaid, 
the inspector, or other officer ofinspection of the revenue at said 
port, shall cause to be affixed two locks of different construction, 
the key of one of which shall be kept by the importer or his 
agent, and the key of the other by such Inspector, or person 
deputed by him for that purpose, whese duty it shall be to 
attend at all reasonable times, at the request of the importer, 
his agent or assignee, to deliver such goods, wares, and 
merchandise ; but uo delivery thereof shall be anade without 
a permit, in writing, under the hand of the collector {and 
naval officer, where there is any) of sald port; to obtain which 
permit, the duties on the goods, wares, and merchandise, 
for which the permit is granted, shall be paid; the ameunt of 
which, when paid, shall be credited on the bond gives as afare- 
said. And ifthe dudes on any parcel of goods so depe 
shall not have been paid when the said bond shall become 
then the collector shail eause so much of the said goods, wa 
and merchandise, to be sold at public auction, after ten da 
public ootice cf such sale, as shall be necessary for the p 
meat of said duties, with the interest, cost, and chai 
ding a reasonable charge fur storage, when the 
shall be deposited in a public store or 
ing so much of the proceeds thereof i y be necessary for 
the purposes aforesaid, the colector shell return the overplus, 
if any, to the owner or hig representative, or to such person or 
persons as may be legally entitled thereto. j 

Sre. (6. And be it furiher enacted, That any goods which 
may be stored or warehoused, as hereinbefore provided, may 
be removed by the importer or owner thereof, or by his agent, 
to any other port or collection district 1e United States, 
under such rules, regulations, and ing’ cons, as my be 
prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury and if any 
wares, or merchandise, stored as hereinbefore provided, shall 
be embezzled, or fraudulently hid or removed, by the owner or 
depositor thereof, or by any other person, by his collusion or 
at his instigation, or with his knowledge or consent, with in- 
tent to defraud the revenue of the United Stat 4 
wares, and merchandise shal! be forfeited to the 
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goods, wares, or merchandise, so stored, shall, while so stered 
and insured, be lost, destroyed, or damaged, by fire, flood, or 
other nataral cause, it shall and may be lawful for the Secre- 
tary of the Yreasury, upon due proof, to his satisfaction, of 
such loss or damage, to make a due and reasonable deduction 
from the amountof duties which had been assessed on such 
goods, wares, and merchandise, the amount of which allow- 
ance shall be credited on the bond given to secure the duties 
thereon, asof the date of such loss, destruction, or damage. 


Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi called for the 
yeas and nays on the 12ih, 13th, and 14th sections; 
which were ordered, and resulted-—yeas 81, nays 
135: so the amendment was not coneurred in. 

Mr. PICKENS called for the yeas and nays on 
the remaining sections; and they were erdered, and 
resulted—yeas 95, nays 118: so the amendment 
Was not concurred in. 

The next question wss on the 17th section, 
which stocd thus: 


Sec. 17. And be it further enacte 2, That fon and after the 
day this act goes inté operation, the duties on all imported 
goods, wares, or merchandise, shal] be paid in cash: Provided, 
That} in all cases of failure or neglect to pay the daties, [on 
completion of the entry,] on any goods, wures, or merchan- 
dise, or lo store them under bond, as hereinbefore provided, 
the said goods, wares, or merchandise shiai) be taken posses- 
sion of by the collector, &c. 

The Louse refused to concur ia this amendment 
of the committee. 

The House concurred in the amendment to the 
19th section, whieh provided that there should be a 
drawback of 5 cents per gallon on spirits distilled 
from molasses till the Ist January, 1843, when it 
shall be reduced one cent per gallon; and annual- 
ly, on the first day of January thereafter, the said 
drawback shall be reduced one cent per gallon, 
until the same shall be wholly discontinued. 

The next branch of the same provision was in 
the following words: 


“And there shall be allowed a drawback equal to the duty 
imposed by this act on foreign wheat mannfactured into flour 
and re-exported, under such regulations as the Secretary of the 
Treasury may presertye.”? 

On the question of conenrrence, the yeas and 
hays were ordered, and taken as follows: yeas 68, 
nays 141, So the amendment was not concur- 
red in. 

The 20:h section was introduced in Committee 
of the Whole, to provide for the payment of draw- 
back, equai to the duty paid on hemp or grass, 
upen the exportation of cordage manufactured 
whelly from Manilla, Sunn, or other grass of In- 
dia. 

The yeas and nays were taken on the question of 
conemrence as follows: yeas 85, nays 122. So the 
amendment was no! concurred in, 

Section 22 prescribed the mode of estimating the 
ad valorem gutics, to which were added the follow- 
ing words: 

“And to such value or price, to be ascertained in the manner 
vided ta this shall be added all costs and cha except 
mince, as the true value upon which duties shall be as. 


This amendment was coneurred in, es were the 
remaining amendments in the same section, 

Section 24 provided 

“That the several collectors be, 
authorized, under such regulations as may be prescribed by 
the Secretary of the Tre: ry, whenever they shall deem it 
necessary to protect and secure the revenue of the United 
States against fraudsor under-valuation, and the same is prac. 
ticabie, to take the amount of duties chargeable on any article 
bearing an ad valorem rate of duly, in the article itself, ac- 
cordi othe proportion or rate per centum of the duty on 
said a les and such gouda, se taken, the cullector shall ca 
tobe soldat public auction, within twenty days from the t 
of taking the same, in the manner j 
place the p 
the United 
shall not be 
disp 
the tr 


and they are hereby, 


cribed in this act, and 
ceeds arising from such sale in the treasury of 

Provides ‘hat the collector or appraiser 
wed any fees of commissions for taking and 
goods, and paying the proceeds thereof into 
; other than are now allowed by law.” 

The House concurred in thi amendment, 

Section 25, making smugg:ing, or fraud in the 
passage of goods throngh the cusiom-house, a mis- 
demeanor, was also eoneurred in. 

The amendment to the 36h section, making 
it imperative on the Secretary of the Treasury 
to make an anunal report of the persons emptoyeid 
in the collection of the revenue &e, was also con- 
curred in. f 

All the remaining amendments, which were 
chiefly verbal ones, were then concurred in; and ihe 
question eame un on the engrossment of the bill 
for a third reading. i 

The yeasand nays were ordered, and resulted in 
the affirmative—yeas 116, nays 111, as tollows: 


YEAS—Messrs, Adams, Allen, Landaff W Andrews, Sher. 
lock J. Andrews, Appleton, Arnold, Aycrigg, Baberck, Baker, 
Barnard, Barton, Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, Borden, ` Botts 
Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, Cal- 
houn, Thomas J. Campbell, Childs, Chittenden, John C. Clark, 
8. N. Clarke, Jas. Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Cush. 
ing, G. Davis, John Edwards, Everett, Fessenden, Fillmere, 
A. Lawrence Foster, Gates, Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Patrick 
G. Goode, Graham, Granger, Green, Hall, Halsted, Howard, 
Hudson, Joseph R., Ingersoll, James Irvin, Wm. W, Irwin 
James, Wm. ©. Johnson, Isaac. D, Jones, John P. Kennedy, 
Lane, Linn, McKennan, T. F. Marshall, Samson Mason, Ma- 
thiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Moore, Morgan, Morris, 
Morrow, Osborne, Owsley, Parmenter, Pearce, Pendleton, 
Pope, Powell, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, Alexander Ran. 


© dail, Randolph, Ridgway, Rodney, Wilian Russell, James 


M. Russell, Saltonstall, Shepperd, Simonton, Slade, Trumaa 
Smith, Sollers, Sprigg, Stanly, Stokely, Stratton, Alexander IY, 
H. Stuart, John T- Stuart, Summers, Taliaferro, Jobn- B, 
Thompson, Richard W, Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tom- 
linson, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, Wal- 
lace, Washington, Edward D. White, Joseph L. White, Joseph, 
L. Williams, Yorke, Augustus Young, and John Young—116, 

NAYS—Messrs, Arrington, Atherton, Beeson, Bidlack, Black, 
Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V, Brown, Milton Brown, 
C. Brown, Burke, 8. N. Butler, Wm. Butler, Wm. O. Butler, 
G. W, Caldwell, P. U. Caldwell, J. Campbell, W.B Campbell; 
Caruthers, Cary, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, 
Mark A. Cooper, Cross, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, Dawson, 
Dean, Deberry, Doan, Doig, Eastman, John C. Edwards, Eg- 
bert, John G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, Thomas F, 
Foster, Gamblo, Gerry, Gilmer, William O, Goode, Gordon, 
Gustine, Gwin, Habersham, Harris, Hastings, Hays, Holmes, 
Hopkins, Houck, Fouston, Uubard, Hanter, C, JD Ingersoll 
Jack, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, 
King, Lewis, Littlefield. Abraham McClellan, RobertMcCletlan, 
McKay, McKeon, Mallory, Marchand, Alfred Marshall, John. 
Thomson Mason, Mathews, Medill, Meriwether, Miller, Mitch- 
ell, Newhard, Patridge, Bayne, Pickens, Plumer, Read, Red- 
ing, Rencher, Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, Roosevelt, Sanford, Saun» 
ders, Shaw, Shields, William Smith, Snyder, Steenrod, Sum- 
ter, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Van Buren, Ward, Warren, 
Watterson, Weller, James W, Williams, Chris‘opher FI. 
Williams, and Wood—lil. 


The House decided that the bill should have its 
third reading “now,” 


Mr. TURNEY moved an 
was negatived, A 


Mr. GENTRY said in Committee of the Whole - 
he had submitted a proposition as an amendment 
to the bill, which he desired should go on the jour- 
nal; and therefore he moved the recommittal of the 
bili, with instructions to report in substance 
the bill which be had proposed as a substitute. 


Mr. MORGAN moved the previous question; 
whica was sustained by the House. 


The question then recurred on the passage of the 
bill; on which the yeas and nays were called for, 
and resulted in yeas 116, nays 112, as follows: 


YEAS-—-Messrs. Adams, Allen, Landaff W. Andrews, Sher- 
lock J. Andrews, Appleton, Arnold, Aycrigg, Babcock, Ba- 
ker, Barnard, Barton, Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, Rorden, 
Botts, Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, 
Calhoun, Thomas J, Campbell, Childs, Chittenden, John C? 
Clark, Staley N. Clarke, James Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, 
Cravens, Cushing, Garrett Davis, John Edwards, Everett, Feg- 
senden, Fillmore, A. Lawrence Foster, Gates, Gentry, Gid- 
dings, Goggin, Patrick G. Goode, Graham, Granger, Green, 
Tali, Halsted, Howard, Hudson, Joseph R. Ingersoll, James 
Irvin, William W, Irwin, James, William Cost Johnson, Isaac 
D. Jones, John P. Kennedy, Lane, Linn, McKennan, Thomas 
F. Marshall, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, 
Maynard, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Osborne, Ows. 
ley, Parmenter, Pearce, Pendleton, Pope, Powell, Ramsay, 
amin Randall, Alexander Randall, Randolph, Ridgway, 
Rodney, William Russel}, James M. Russell, Saltonstall, Shep. 
perd, Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, Soilers, Sprigg, Stanly, 
Stokely, Stratton, Alexander I4, H. Stuart, John T. Smart, 
Summers, Taliaferro, John B. Thompson, Richard W. 
Thompson, Yillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, Trum- 
bail, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, Washington, 
Edward D. White, Joseph L. White, Joserh L. Williams, 
Yorke, Augustus Young, and John Young—l16, 


NAVS—Messrs, Arrington, Atherton, Beeson, Bidlack, 
Black, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Milton 
Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, Sampson H. Butler, William 
Buder, William O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick €, 
Caldwell, John Campbell, William B. Campbell, Caruthers, 
Cary, Casey, Chapman, Olifi d, Clinton, Coles, Mark A. 
Cooper, Cross, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, Dawson, Dean, 
Deberry, Doan, Doig, Eastman, John €. Edwards, Egher:, 
Jobn G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, Thomas F. 
Foster, Gambie, Gerry, Gilmer, William O. Goode, Gordon, 
Gustine, Gwin, Habersham, Harris, Hastings, Hays, Holmes, 
Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, Tunter, C. J. Ingersoll, 
Jack, Cave Johnson, John W, Jones, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, 
King, Lewis, Littlefield, Abraham McClellan, Robert McClel- 
Jan, McKay, McKeon, Mallory, Marchand, Alfred Marshall, 
John Thomson Mason, Mathews, Medill, Meriwether, Miller, 
Mitchell, Newhard, Patridge, Payne, Pickens, Plumer, Read, 
Reding, Rencher, Reynolds, Rhett, Riges, Rogers, Roose- 
velt, Sanford, Saunders, Shaw, Shields, Win, Smith, Snyder, 
Rteesrod, Sumter, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Van Buren, 
Ward, Warren, Watterson, Weller, James W, Wiliams, Chris- 
topher IL Wiiliams, and Wood—112, 


Mr. J. COOPER moved a reconsideration, and 
on that be asked ihe previous question; which was 


sustained by the House, and the reconsideration 
was nega‘ived. 


Mr. J. CAMPBELL moved an amendment to 
the tile of the bill, so as to make it state the bill 


adjournment; whieh 


to be forthe protection and encouragement of do- 
mestie manvfactures, arid for other purposes. 

[Loud cries of “Agreed.”] 

Mr. M. A. COOPER moved an amendment to the 
amendment, which was understood to entitle ita 
bill to levy and collect taxes for the support of 
Government, and to protect andencourage manufac- 
tures. 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL accepted the modification. 

The yeas aad nays were called for on the amend- 
‘ment, and were ordered, the vote being taken by 

‘tellers. The yeas and nays resulted as follows: 
yeas 63, nays 127. 
Mr. BEESON rose and gave notice that he 
would, at the next session of Congress, offer a 
resolution, referring to a committee the inquiry 
whether it would be expedient to bring in a bill, 
similar to the amendment rejected by the Commit- 
tee of the Whole, laying taxes on paper-money of 
similar denominations to those of our gold and sil- 
ver coins. 
Mr. B. was proceeding ts make a further state- 
ment, when he was informed by the SPEAKER that 
it would not then be in order. Flad it been in or- 
_der, Mr. B. would bave continued to the following 

effect: . 
And I will persist in the advocacy of that meas- 
ure, in and out of Congress, as I have done for a 
whole decade of years, and until the question of 
right is settled: I mean the right of taxing the cof- 
fee, tea, sugar, salt, blankets, the bread and cloth- 
ing of the yeomanry of the country, and exempting 
from taxation the shiaplaster jugglers, who plunder 
them by millions of the fruits of their toil. Where 
are your thunders, where your hosts, ploughmen 
and artisans of the United States? 

The House adjourned at 6 o'clock. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, July 18, 1842. ' 


Mr. WRIGHT presented a petition from Aaron 
Leggett, of the city of New York, one of the 
claimants under the great Mexican treaty, on the 
subject of the partial award made to him by the 
commission under that treaty. The memorial 
states briefly a history of ihe matter, and presents 
some considerations in reference to the depressed 
value of the certificates; and asks Congress to take 
measures to secure their payment: referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a petition from 2 num- 
ber of persons, representing themselves to be ship- 
owners, merchants, and exporters of the agricultural 
products of the country, residing in the cily of New 
York, against a restrictive tariff, as bighly destruc- 
tive to the interesis of agriculiarists, ship-owners, 
and exporters. The memorial was read, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Manufactures. 

THE LAND REVENUES, 


Mr. PRESTON gave notice that he would, on 
to-morrow, ask leave to introduce a joint resolu- 
tion, providing that ail moneys expended by the 
Government to extinguish Indizn titles, to lan 
shall be reimbursed to the treasury from there- 
ceipts from the public lands. 

THE GREAT TARIFF BILL. 

A message was received from the House, trans- 
mitting the bill to provide revenues from imports, 
and to change and modify existing laws imposing 
duties on imports, and for other purposes. The 
bill was read twice, and, 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance, and the bill ordered to be 
printed. it . 

Mr. STURGEON presented a petition from Pa- 
melia Gilbert, the widow of Stephen Gilbert, a sol- 
dier of the revolutionary war; which was referred 
to the Committee ón Pensions. 

On motion of Mr. MeROBERTS, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office anil Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
iug a imail-route from Chicago, by Babcock’s grove, St. 
(Charles, and Sycamore, to Dixon, in the Staie of Hlinois. 

The bill for the relief of Elizaneth Tiesham, the 
‘widow cf George Tresham, was taken up on an 
‘adverse reportot the Committee on Pensions; and, 

On the motion of Mr. GRAHAM, laid on the 


- fable., 
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REPEAL OF THE BANKRUPT LAW. 

Mr. BENTON made His promised motion ask- 
ing leave to introduce a bill to fepeal the bankrupt 
act of 1841, and supported higmoticn in a speech 
ef near two hours. His mgtion was to repeal 
the bill for unconstitutiondliig, leavteg it in force 
for completing: cases now flepending .uader the 
limitations which would “Wee it from uncerstitu- 
tionality. The points of unconstitutionality on 
which he pariicularly dwelt were: 1. The. dis~ 
charge from debis without the consent of creditors, 
2. ‘fhe infringement of the S:ate insolvent laws. 
3. The abolition of liens under the State laws. He 
undertook to show that the act was framed upon 
the English insolvest debtors act of the Ist of 
George IV, and read many sections from that 
act to prove that our bankrupt act was taken 
from it; and that our act was, consequently, 
not a bankrupt system, but the Eagliish in- 
solvent act, perverted to an abclition of debts. 
He gave a close and severe examination to the ar- 
guments in favor of the bill, especially Mr. Web- 
ster’s; and disputed them both, on reason and an- 
thority. He said their object was an abolition of 
debts, and so avowed; and read extracts from Mr. 
Webster’s speech of 1840 to show it. That, to get 
at this abolition of debts, it was necessary to estab- 
lish two main positions: first, that insolvency and 
bankruptey were the same—thereby gaining for 
Congress jurisdiction over insolvencies, under the 
pretext of the bankrupt power; secondly, to establish 
the unlimited power of Congress over the whole 
question, subject only to lceal uniformity; and by 
virtue of that unlimited power, a right to discharge 
the debt without the consent of the creditors. Mr. 
B. followed the arguments of the friends of the 
bill to the civil Jaw, the Scottish law, and the 
English law, and showed that insolvency and 
bankruptcy were everywhere distinct; that, 
under our system, insolvencies belonged to the 
States, and bankrupteies to the General Goy- 
ernment; that one discharged the person on sur- 
render of property, the cther discharged the debt 
with ibe consent of a mejority of ereditors in 
number and value. And he averred4there was not 
a hankrapt system cn earth, except our act of 1841, 
which undertook to disenarge the debt without the 
consent Gf the creditors. He denied the validity 
of such discharges, and said that, if he were a 
judge, he would pay no more attention to them 
than to a chapter from Gullivers Travels. He ree 
viewed the doetrine of the cessio bonorum, asd 
showed that it was nothing but our insolvent law; 
that it was introduced by Julius Coesar, to mitigate 
the bard fate of debtors ia Rome, by releasing their 
persons on the surrender of their property, and to 
save the cotamonwealth from the seditions and con- 
spiracies which were founded upon the sufferings 
of the debtor classes, and which had so convalsed 
the State, from the secession of the people when | 
they retired to the Mons Sacer, to the time of the 
great conspiracy Gf Catiline. He showed that the 
cessio of the civil Jaw had been wrongly quoted, 
and that the law of ali Europe and of the whole 
world was cgainst our act; taat in England four- 
s of the creditors in namber and vaine, with a 
vial certificate of integrity, were necessary to 
a bankrupt of his debts; that in France 
t in our act of 1800, the con- 

i ihe same ifeate were ye- 
il more strict. 
But it is irapossible, in this brief notice, even to 
state all the points of this speech. 

Mr. BERRIEN referred to the joint rule which 
requires the cousent of two-thirds of the Senate, in 
ease of applieation for leave to introduce a bill to 
effect an object decided agaiastin the same ses- 
sion. He bad iis:iened with great attention to the 
arguments justenfereed by the Senator from Mis- 
souri; but had failed to discover in them anything 
thathad not been urged, and fully discussed and 
considered, when the bankrupt bill was on its 
passage. The same arguments were also repeatedly 
urged daring the discassions on the subject when | 
the bankrupt question was before the last Congress. 
After all this, the law as itnow stands had been 
solemnly senctioned; and he could therefore see no 
new grounds for encouresiag a reagitation not 


likely to effect anything practical. Evcn if the j| 
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present session had not been so far advanced, he 
thought the Senate would at once perceive that its 
time ought not to be thrown away on discussions 
so recently and so amply considered and decided 
upon. He hoped, therefore, the leave requested 
would not be granted. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Benron’s 
motion, and the vote, by yeas and nays, was as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS-—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, Graham, King, Linn, McRoberts, Rives, 
Sevier, Smith of Comectiout, Sprague, Sturgeon, Walker, 
Wilcox, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—2!. 

NAYS—Messrs, Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Choate, Clayton 
Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Henderson, Hun- 
(iugton, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Porter, 
Simmons, Smith of Indiana, White, and Woodbridge—2i. 

So, two-thirds not voting in the affirmative, 
leave to introduce the bill was not granted. 

The bill for the relief of the legal repre-enta- 
tives of John de Treville was read the third time; 
and, the question being, Skall the bill pass? 

Mr. EVANS said that he considered the bill in- 
volved a new principle—of allowing a pension in 
a case where the applicant was‘a prisoner of wat 
during the Revolution; and he therefore demanded 
the yeas and nays; which were ordered: and,” the 
question being put, the hill was passed—yeas 20, 
nays IL. $ 

Engrossed bill entitled An aet for the relief of 
Casper W. Weaver was taken up, and read the 
third time. 

Mr, KING made some remarks, in which he 
questicned the justice of the claim, aad moved to 
lay the bill on the table, with the view of offering 
a resolution; which was read, as follows: 

Resolved, Thatthe President of the United States be request: 
ed to canse to be laid before the Renate the agreement made 
with Casper W, Weaver in 1832, for his services in superin- 
tending the work on the Pennsylvania avenue; together with 
the correspondence of the commissioner with said Weaver, 
showing the duties he performed, the length of time he was 
employed, the amount of money paid him, and whether he per- 
formed the services in person, or by deputy;and if by deputy, 
the amonnt paid to him. . 

Resolved, That he cause to be furnished a statement show. 
ing who were the bidders tor Macadamizing the avenue, the 


amount of each bid, and the sums paid toeach contractor over 
and above the amount of their respective contracts. 


The question was taken on the moten to lay 
the bill on the table, and it was agreed to. 

Aftera few remarks by Mr. KING in favor 
of the resolution, and by Messrs. MERRICK, 
KVANS, and BAYARD in opposition to it, on 
the ground that the information called for had been 
already reported to the Senate by Secretary Wood- 
bury, and that the call should be made on the Com- 
missioner of Public Buildings, who had charge of 
the subject, instead of the Prevident— 

Mr. WOODBURY said the report heretofore 
made, did not touch the question of contract and 
amount of service, but was confined to one point— 
the amount i to Mr. Weaver. Fle was in 
faver of the reso.ution. 
ion was then adopted, 
provide for the settlement of the 
z0f property by reason of the mili- 
f the Perritory of Florida. 

iil t to authorize the Presi- 
xe to the heirs of 


dent of ates 19 
Joba Car 
vate land 
Te i 7 


Pr Wisconsin. : 

He bill entitled An act granting a right of pre- 
empiion to eertain lots in the town of Perrysburg, 
in the State cf Ohio. 

House biil entitled An aet to grant to Van Buren 
county, Missouri, the tract of land on which the 
seat of justice of said county bas been located. 

House bill entidled An act for the relief of Wil- 
liam Markbam. 

Honse bill entitled An act for the relief cf Sarah 
Mocre, 

Honce bill erntil 
be issued to Bartholomew 


2 


ed An ast authorizing a patent to 
Pellerin, his heirs .or 


The following engrossed bills were read the 
third time, and passed, viz: 

An act to aathorizs the issuing of a patent to 
the heirs or legal representatives of Francis Rivard, 
deceased, and for other purposes. 

An set for the relief of the heirs of Francis 
Newman. 

An get to anthorize the Secretary of the Treas- 
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uty to make an arrangement or compromise with 
any of the securities on bonds given to.the United 
States by Samuel Swartwout, late collector of the 
customs for the port of New York. 

On motion of Mr. BUCHANAN, the previous 
orders of the day were postponed, and. the Senate 
took up, as in committee of the whole, the joint 
resolution from.the House for the benefit of George 
Schnahel and Robert Barber, jr. Tee resolution 
was explained by Mr. B., and reported'to the Sen- 
ate; and, after ufdergoing several amendments, 
adopted at the instance of Mr. SMITH of Indiana, 
was, according to order, read the third time, and 
passed. 

The bill to provide for the publication of a new 
edition of the laws and regulations of the Post Of- 
fice Department, and a perfect list of the post of- 
fices in the United States, was taken up, as in 
committee of the whole, as the unfinished business 
of-Saturday. 

Mr. MERRICK explained that the proposition 
was to print an edition of 18,000 copies, which had 


been contracted for under a former Postmaster. 


General, and bad been partly executed, and would 
cost, when completed, $9,200. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate, and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The bill to invest the proceeds of the Smithsoni- 
an fund, and to establish the Smithsonian Insiitu- 
tion; came up in its.order, as in committee of the 
whole; but, without being considered, was, at the 
suggestion of Mr. ALLEN, postponed till to-mor- 
row. 

Mr. RIVES presented a memorial. from the 
northern part of the State of New York, praying 
that Congress will pass a law laying such a tariff 
of. duties as will afford adequate revenue for the 
support of Government, and to set apart the pros 
ceeds of the sales of the public jands for the pay- 
ment of the national debt: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance. 


The following House bills came up, as in com- 
mittee of the whole, on adverse reports of the 
Committee on Pensions, and were, oa the motion 
of Mr. BATES, indefinitely postponed, viz: 

House bill entitled An act for the relicf of Eiiza- 
beth Jones, and others, 

An act for the relief of James Phelps. 

An act granting a pension to Blizabech Fitch, 
widow of William Fitch, deceased. 

An act for the relief of Juel Tiffany. 

Tne followiag bills from the House were taken 
up, asin committee of the whole, considered, re- 
ported to the Senate, and, according to order, were 
read the third time and passed, viz: 

An act for the relief of William Harper, 

An act for the relief of Jobn B. Alezander. 

An act for the relief of Danie) Homans, 

An act for the relief of Isaac Fessenden. 

An act making approptiation of $1,000 for the 
repair of the custom-house at Providence. 

The following bills were taken up as in commit- 
tee of the whole, considered, reporied to the Sen- 
ate, and ordered to a tbird reading, viz: 

The bill for the relief of Amey Babbitt. 

House bill entitled An act for the reiief of Iu- 
goldsby W. Crawford. [This bill was amended 
on the suggestion of the Committee on Com- 
merce. ] 

House bill entitled An act for the relief of Josiah 
Holmes. [This bill was amended oa the cugzes- 
tion of the Commitice on Comme:ce.] 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Therese Mallette, widow of Gaspard Puiole. 

The bill for the relief of Juan Belgar. 

The bill tor the relief of Jean Bastiste Comeau, 

Toe biil for the relief cf the heirs of Madame 
de Lusser. 

The bill to confirm the title of the heirs of James 
Sympson, deceased, to a esriain tract of land in 
the State of Louisiana; and 

Toe bill for the relief of John Moore. 

The bill regulating the currency cf foreign gold 
and silver came up in its order, as in committee of 
the whole; but was, on the suggestion of Mr. 
BENTON, who wished to make some remarks on 
it, laid on the table for the present. 

The bill to increase the cffisiency of the army 
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came up in its order, and was, on the motion of 
Mr. HUNTINGTON, laid on the table. 

House bill entitled “An act to regulate the com- 
pensation of the custom-house officers,” came up 
in its order: but was laid on the table at the sug- 
gestion of Mr. EVANS, who stated that the object 
had been provided for in the general appropriation 
bill. . 
House bill entitled An act for the relief of the 
assistants of the marshals of the United States for 
the district of Keatucky, came up in its order, as 
in committee of the whole. 

Messrs. GRAHAM and CRITTENDEN ex- 
plained aad defended the bill; and Mr. KING op- 
posed it, on the ground that if they undertook to 
reverse the decision of a judge awarding com- 
pensation to assistant marshals because of inade- 
quate pay, they weuld open a door for hundreds of 
applications from assistant marshals in all parts of 
the country, for additional compensation; he there- 
fore moved to lay the bill on the table. The mo- 
tion was agreed to. 

House bil) entitled An act for the relief of Eyre 
and Massey, came up, as in committee of the whole, 
on an adverse report from the Committee on Com- 
merce; when 

Mr. HUNTINGTON moved that the bill be in- 
definitely postponed. 


[This was a claim for excess of duties paid to 


the Government on sugars imported from Canton. 
The Committee on Commerce moved its rejection, 
on the ground that the claimants permitted th 
claim to lie dormant from 1830 to 1840, without 
pressing it upon the Government—having acquiesced 
in the refusal of the collector to pay it over for that 
length of time.} i 

Mr. BAYARD remarked that the claim dil not 
lie dormant, but that the claimants had prosecuted 
it before the revenue depariment until all hope was 
lost, and they then made applicaiion to the Con- 
gress of the United States, 

The question was taken, and the bill was indefi- 
hitely postponed, 

Mr. CONRAD said he wished the vote taken 
above, on the passage of the bill providixg for the 


| settlement of claims for property destroyed by rea- 


son of the military occupation of Florida, to be 
reconsidered, with a view to reconsider the vote 
rej-cting the amendment proposed to the bill by the 
Senator from Alabama, [Mr. Kina,] providing that 
the several claims which had been formally report- 
ed on and passed either House of Congress, shall 
be adjusted on the principles of the bill by ihe 
Auditors of the Treasury. 

The voies on the passage and engrossment of the 
bill were then reconsidered, and the bill was laid 
on the table. 


The bill for the relief of John Compton, astignee 
and representative of Garrigues Flaajac, came np 
in its order, as in committee of the whole; and‘afer 
a few remarks by Mr. LINN, in explanation of its 
provisions, and by Mr. KING, in epposition to the 
bill, it Was postponed, to give the jatter Senator 
lime to peruse the report in favor of the bili. 

‘The bili for the relief of the heirs of General 
William Eaton came up, as in committee of the 
whole, was discussed by Messrs. CALHOUN, 
BENTON, end LINN, and reported to the Senate; 
and the qaestion being, Sball the bill be engrossed 
for a third reading? it was pat, and resulted as fol- 
lows: ayes 10, poes 12. 

No querem having voted, on motion of Mr. 
LING, the bill was laid en the table. 

On wotion of Mr. BERRIEN, 

The Senate adjourned GH to-morrow at 11 
o'clock. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, July 18, 1242. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON asked a suspensien of 
the rules, that he might present certain resolutions, 
which were understood to be the resolutions which 
he cffred some days ago in relation to the assump- 
tion of State debts. 

The House refused to suspend the roles, 

Several otber gentlemen desired to call up par- 
ticular business; but 


Mr A. G, DODGE entreated the House to ad: 


here to its special order for this and the two sue- 


ceeding days, teing business relating to the Terri- 
tories. i 

The House accordingly resolved ètself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Giumer in the chair,) on Territor‘al business, 
which, on ihe motion of Mr. A. C. Donor, had 
been transferred to that committee from the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House. 

The -first bill taken up was entitled “An act to 
provide for the armed occupation and settlement of 
the uncesrapisd peninsula of Florida.” 

Mr. STOKELY urged the necessity of this en- 
actment, and minutely explained the object of its 
several sections. Such a measure had been recom- 
mended by the Governor of Florida, and by its 
present inhabitants, as a means of puiting an end 
to the atrocities which so frequently harrowed up 
our feelings. It was necessary, also, to avoid the 
disgrace of being beaten by a few savages. The 
bill proposed to make grants of land te settlers, to 
secure the settlement of the border line, as a ram« 
part against the encroachments of the Indians. 

Mr. PENDLETON made some observations, 
which were not distinetly heard, 


Mr. W. C. JOHNSON opposed the bill, He 
said the bill proposed to give to settlers not only 
portions of the unoccupied Government lands, but 
arms and ammunition —and for what? Not to 
kill Indians, for there were none to kill; but to turn 
sportsmen, and range at pleasure over a vast do- 
main in pursuit of game. He condemned the sys- 
tem as a fraud on the public. 

Mr. J. concluded by moving that this bill be laid 
aside, and that the committee proceed to the con- 
sideration of the next bill relating to the Territories 
on the table. 

Mr. STOKELY rose to reply. 

The CHAIR informed the gentleman that the 
motion was not debatable. 

Mr. LEVY, and several others, rising and ex- 
pressing a wish to reply— 

Mr. JOHNSON withdrew his motion, and 

Mr. STi: KELY, who had first obtained ihe floor, 
replied to Mr. Jounson at length. He had hoped 
that a genleman who, without any sanction from 
a commitlee, and without any consultation with 
his friends, had, of his owa motion, introduced to 
the House a proposition of the gravest character, 
would not have denounced, as he had done, a 
measure of this kind, nor have characterized it in 
such strong and opprobrious terms. This measure 
was not deserving the reproaches the gentleman 
had cast upon it. {t was not introduced as a fraud, 
nor would it operate as a mere bounty to a parcel 
of idle loafers, to be spread over the country, 
[Mr. J. said that he had not spoken of loafers.] 
The gentleman had spoken as if a bounty was to 
be given to a parcel of persons to be spread over 
the country, amusing themselves with killing game, 
and rendering no service to the country. He would 
tell the gentleman that the bill was introduced for 
the purpose of putting an end to a disgraceful and 
cishonorable war; to assist in stimulating a new 
State into the Union; and to enable the Govern- 
ment to bring inte market the millions of fertile 
and unsettled aeres in the Territory. The gentle- 
man from Maryland had argeed as if the Govern- 
ment was to furnish arms and munitions of Wat, 
With provisions and supplies, to men who were to 
spread themselves over the richest lands of this EL 
Dorado. B it the gentleman ought to have noticed 
that the clause authorizing the furnishing of rations 
and arms had been stricken cut, and the provision 
givirg-an additional 160 acres to the wives of the 
Settlers inserted in its place. Was there anything 
novel in this giving a bounty of lands? Was it 
not done for the soldiers of the last war with Great 
Britain? Was it not the principle borrowed from 
the Revolution? Look at the liberal bounties given 
by Virginia: to her scldiers who fought. in the Rev- 
olution, Here you do nothing but give 160 acres 
to the setiler, and 160 more to his wife, if he has 
Gae,-—not one-tenth part of what Virginia gave to 
her soldiers in Kentucky, the most fertife State in 
the Union. Besides, even this bounty the settlers 
were not to have ull they proved that they had 
served the country five years, by defending it 
against the Indians, Mr: S., after recapitulating 


the provisions of the bill, argued that the one al- 
lowing a bounty to the wives of the settlers would 
have the most salutary influence in effecting a per- 
manent settlement; for the presence of their tam- 
ilies would bind the settlers tothe soil, He also 
showed that the hardships and privations to be en- 
countered by the settlers would justly entitle the 
Women to the compensation proposed to be given 
them; and, in support of his argument, narrated 
some instances of heroism displayed by females ia 
the early setilement of the Western country, which 
had a most happy effect in stimulating the courage 
and enterprise of their male relatives. 

Mr. POPE regretted very much the violence 
with which hbis friend from Maryland (Mr. W. C. 
Jonson] had attacked this bill, In fact, the gen- 
tleman seemed to have gone off half-cocked against 
the provision in favor of the women. Mr. P, 
thought that a bounty in lands was the best way of 
rewarding men for defending the Territory; and 
cited the example of Virginia in the Revolution, 
who.gave to those seitlers who went into Ken- 
tucky, and rescued it from the Indians, bounties 
of the finest lands in the State near Lexington and 
Louisville. ‘The State was unable to send troops 
enough to defend the Territory, and found that 
giviag bounties of land to armed settlers was the 
cheapest and most effectual mode of accomplishing 
the object in view. Mr. P. explained, and advo- 
cated the details of the bill, coniending that, by 
encouraging the men to take their familics with 
them, a more permanent settlement would be ef- 
fected. Men who were not able to buy land, 
would be willing to fight for it; and, by giving 
their wives a sufficient inducement, they would be 
willing to go with them. He remembered, some 
years ago, when going to Arkansas, he fell in with 
a number of families who were on their way to 
Texas. He stopped and had some conversation 

ith them, asking them.if they were willing to 
run the hazard of taking their families to encoun- 
ter the dangers and hardships of that new country. 
They answered that they had never been in the 
country, but they had good rifies, and were will- 
ing to fight for their rights, and, by Heaven, they 
would have them. 

Mr. P., after explaining what would be saved to 
the Government, in a pecuniary point of view, by 
Passing this bill, expressed the hope that its friends 
would not kil! it by debating it too much, 

Mr. LEVY then addressed the House in favor 
of the bill, and took the ground that its passage 
would be the most economical, as well as effectual, 
mode of ridding the Territory of the Indians. The 
advantages to. be gained would be the acquisition 
of five millions of acres heretofore abandoned to the 
Indians, and ten millions more which were now tn- 
seilled, because’ of the hazard of settling them. It 
would aiso add muci to the productive weaith of 
the country, by facilitating the settlement and culti- 
vation of the rich lands of Fiorida, which could 
produce in abundance all the necessary supply of 
sugar and coffee, and oiher tropical productions, 
for the consumption of the United States, 

Mr. L. argued in favor of giving the proposed 
bounty to the wives of the settlers, not only on ac- 
count of its being due to them for the hardships 
and privations they would have to encounter, bat 


because this inducement to families would give per- . 


manency to the settlements. 

Mr. STANLY expressed himself favorable to 
the pacsage of the bill. He thought it a good 
measure; and, strong as was his opposition to Mr. 
Tyler, he thought him entitled to the eredit of have 
ing recommended it. 

Mr. HABERSHAM and Mr. KING of Geor- 
gia also sustained the bill. 

Mr. UNDER ‘YOOD opposed the bill. 

Mr. GRANGER regreved that he had to vote 
against a Territory on this occasion. He felt com- 
pelled to vote agains! the bill. He referred to the 
sums which Fiorida had cost the Union— $5,000,- 
000 to buy it, and near $25,000,000 spext 19 its 
defence. He was willisg to delend the Territory, 
and had no objection to giving the settlers a quarter 


be passed, thousands would go to Florida when 
the frosts set. in in 1843, and locate their land, He 
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regarued the scheme only as a new-iangled mode 
ot allowing the lands of the Government to be 
plundered. 

Mr. STOKELY said he was aware that the bill 
was obnox:oas to objections on account of some of 
its provisions. He thought, however, that the dis- 
advantages and peeuliar circumstances of Florida 
should weigh in its favor. Every other expedient 
had been trie@, and failed to succeed. The armed 
occupation was recommended Ly the military, by 
the President, the department, and the committee, 
and he theught it should be adopted. 

Mr. HOLMES thought the system proposed in 
this bill was the best that could be adopted. The 
hisiory of the Fiorida war was remarkable, and 
the whole story had yet to be told. The Indians 
alone, he did not believe, could have retained pos- 
session of the Territory, in cppesition to the mili- 
tary force of the United States, for six months. 
He believed there were pirates and marauders 
from the coast, who could live in the swamps as 
weil as the Indians. It was their advantage to do 
so, and to prolong the war, on account of the 
traffic they carried on with the Indians in ammuni- 
tion, provisions, &c. He contended that, in a 
financial pomt of view, it was best to give away a 
partof the Government land, in order to secure 
the rest. By the armed occupation, the capitalist 
aad the true laborer would be protected. He re- 
lated au anecdote of a Yankee in Verncnt, who 
owned a iarge body of land, and offered to give 
every alternate thousand acres io any man who 
should come and settle it with his force and capital. 
Genercus as it seemed at first, it was, in the end, 
far from being a gift. Fhe seed sown scattered, 
aad produced fruit sixty fold. The same policy 


to Fiorida. 

© A war with Mexico had been alluded to; and, 
f as much as they affected to despise it, it would be 

cne of the most serious events that could happen. 

Mexico could not march an army to invade ns, 

but she could fii out or commission privateers; and 
then this Territory would be of vast impcriance. 
He dwelt on this subject some time; and then point- 
ed out the consequences cf a war with a greater 
power—Great Britain. Suppose Cuba became one 
of the territorial possessions of Great Britain: who 
could tell but one of the first acis, after a declara- 
tion of war, would be to povr an armed force into 
this Territory from Cuba and Jamaica?—and then, 
if the northern men came down to that scene of 
conflict, they would fied it eccupied by men who, 


an African sun. It becatie this Government, then, 
io put that Territory under some secure regulations. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON replied that the setilers 
would not go cn the frontier; and therefore the 
gentleman’s argumenis were of but little force. 
The frontier was a sandy desert, and, instead of 
possessing such land, the settlers would go to the 
ravines of rivers, where there were the best sugar 
lands ia the world. It was a boanden duty which 
he owed to the country to contest this bili inal its 
stages; bat if the gentlemen’s arguments were 
worth anything, why did they not move an amend- 
taent to confine the settlers to the seashore, where 
they could take care of the wrecker:-? 

The doctrine had been advanced, that they must 
have peace at the expense of territory. He regretted 
the expression of such a doctrine at a period when 
such weighty matters were in negotiation at the 
other end of the avenue, He hoped the commit- 
tee would brocecd to some practical and reaily ase- 
fui and necessary legislation; and tor that purpose 
he would move that this bill be laid aside, and chat 
the committee might take up the next Gill on the 
calendar. 

Bir. ADAMS desired to say a few words on this 
bill, and therefore the motion jast made was wiih- 
draza. ‘He then commented on the word “pro- 
tection,” used in cne of the bills which had been 
pared on this subject, and iagaired why Fio 
was more entitled to “protection” than Massach 
setis, 

He also promised to renew his remarks on that 


da 
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matier on a future occasion; for ii it was unconstitu- 
tional when applied to the labor of the people of 
his district against the assaults of foreign nations, 


should be adopted by the Government in relation. 


unlike themselves, were accustomed to the heat of- 
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how could it be constitutional when applied to the 
peuple of Florida? The expenditure of money’ for 
the protection of the people of Florida, however, 
was no objection, in his mind, to this bill; for it was 
the duty of the Government to protect the people in 
every part of the country. Protection was eorrela- 
tive to allegiance, and he would vote for ‘it if 
it cost ten times as much; but, ia this case, he deem- 
ed a less amcunt of money than had been and was 
being expended, with proper treaty and diplomacy, 
might induce the few remaining Indians to remove: 
to some other place west of the Mississippi; and, 
therefore, he was of opinion that this bill was not 
calculated to answer the purpose contemplated. 

Mr. POPE farther addressed the committee in 
support of the bill, and in reply to Mr. Jonnson’s 
objections. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Jonnson’s 
motion, when the vote was ayes 60, noes 41. 

No quorum voting, the commitice rose, and re- 
ported the fact to the House. 

Mr. ADAMS then moved a call of the House; 
which motion being rejected-— : 
The SPEAKER ascertained, by count, that a 
quorum was present, and reported the fact to the 

House. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland moved that the 
bill be laid aside, and that the committee. take up 
the bill next on the list. 

Ca this question the vote was—ayes 57, noes 61. 
No quorum voting, the coramittee rose and re~ 
ported the fact to the House. ; 
Mr. MORGAN moved a call of the House; 
which was carried; and, on calling the roll, it ap- 

peared that there were 128 members present. 

The abseniees were then called; when it appear- 
ed that 153 members were present. i i 
On motoa by Mr. LEVY, further proceedings 

under the call were dispensed with; and 

The question was again taken on Mr. Jownson’s : 
motion, and it was rejected—ayes 60, noes 62. 

Mr. EVERETT then moved anamcndmeat, to 
limit the quantity of land to be taken for settle- 
ment under the bill to 200,000 acres. 

After some farther remarks from Messrs, JOHN- 
SON and MeKAY— : 
fir. W., COST JOHNSON offered the fol- 

lowing amendment: ; 

Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be so. con- 
straedas to grant to any settler any other privilege than those 
allowed by the law of the 4th of September, 1841, granting cer- 
tain privileges to pre-emption settlers. : 

Mr. LEVY opposed the amendment, and dee 
nominated it an effort to play with and kill the 
bill, He appealed to the House, in consideration . 
of the delay of the business of the Territories which 
his constituents had felt co sorely, to reject the 
amendment. 

After some remarks from Mr. WM. COST 
JOHNSON, in favor of the amendment, it was 
rejected. f 

Mr, EVERETT then offered an amendment to 
ibe Lill, providing that before any person shall be 
entided to the benefit of this act, he shall first sign 
an enlistment, such as shall be preseribed by the 
Secretary of Wer, binding himself to perform such 
atour of military duty as shall be preseribed by. 
the commanding cfficer in Fiorida; and, in case of 
refusal, skall forfeit the benefits acquired by this 
act. Mr, E. said he regarded the bill as nothing 
more ner lees than a scheme for a land speculation, 
the benefits of waich would not be enjoyed by the 
people of Florida. a : 

After some remarks in opposiiion fo this amend- 
ment by Mr. STOKELY, and in its favor by Mr. 
GRANGER, it wa: rejected: ayes 54, noes 80. 

Mr. EVERETTE then cffered an amendment 
horlzing the President of the United States to 
say to cach Pedian warrior who shall surrender on 
or after the ist of Jaly next, and shall emigrate 
beyond the Mississi: pi, $1,000; and also to every 
person who shall perstace such Indian warrior 
io emigrate, $200; and that the sum of $100,000 
be appiepriakd to defray the expense ot the said 
surreader and emigration. 

This amendment was rejected. ; 

Mr. ADAMS then offered an amendment pro- 
viding that the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office shall, prior to the Ist of January, 1844, re- 
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port to Congress the name of every individual who 
shall settle cn the public lands in pursuance of 
the provisions of this act, whether said settler be a 
single or a married man, and also what section he 
may have localed. 

This amendment was adopted. 

‘Mc. ADAMS also moved to strike out the word 
“young” and insert “single” in that part of the 
bill which extends its benefits to “married or young 
men.” Agreed to. 

Mr. W. COST JOHNSON then offered the fol- 
lowing amendment: 


Provided, That this law shall not go intooperation unless 
the Secretary of War shall issue a proclamation, approved by 
the President, giving it as his opinion that the armed settlers, 
men, women, and children, provided for in the bill, are more 
available troops than the gallant army of the United States. 


After some discussion, in which Messrs. W. C. 
JOHNSON, TILLINGHAST, and STOKELY 
took part, the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. STANLY offered an amendment—which 
was adopted—preventing any citizen of Florida 
who shall be the owner of 160 acres of Jand, or 
more, from availing himself of the provisions of 
the bill. 

Mr. McKAY offered an amendment, reducing 
from six to three months the time for giving notice 
of a discontinuance of the permits to settlers. The 
bill provided that the President should have power 
to stop the issuing of permits lo settlers, upon six 
months? public notice thereof. The effect of the 
amendment was to reduce the time: agreed to. 

Mr. McKAY also offered an amendment— 
which was adopted—the effect of which was un- 
derstood to be to limit the operation of the bill to 
the period of one year, instead of antil the Ist of 
January, 1844. 

Mr. W. COST JOHNSON moved to strike out 
two, and insert ten, as the minimum number of 
mules at which settlers should be required to reside 
from any military post. 

After some remarks in opposition from Mr. 
STANLY, the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON then moved to insert five 
miles as the nearest distance at which settlers 
should be allowed to reside from a mililary post. 

Mr. LEVY opposed the amendment, and it was 
rejected. 

Mr. W. ©. JOHNSON then signified his in- 
tention to oppose the bill in every shape and by 
every parliamentary movement of which he could 
avail himself. He offered an amendment (which 
was not heard) imposing further restraints upon set- 
ters: rejected. 

. Mr. KING moved to strike out “two,” and in- 

vert four miles, as the nearest distance at which 

tetilers shall be allowed to reside from a military 
post: rejected. 

Mr. WM. COST JOHNSON offered an amend- 
ment, providing that nothing contained in the bill 
should be construed to enure to the benefit of any 
person now a citizen or inhabitant of Florida, but 
to emigrants or citizens of other States of the 
Union: rejecied. 5 

Mr. BRONSON offered an amendment, providing 
that arms and accoutrements should be furnished 
by the Government to young men who might not 
be able to buy them: rejected. 

She question was then taken on the amendment 
to the bill as amended by the Committee of the 
Whole, and was decided in the affirmative: ayes 
88, noes 36. 

On motion of Mr. WARD, the committee rose. 
The Chairman [Mr. Gismur] then reported the bill 
to the House. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON moved 
rejected. 

Mr. KURNEY moved the previeus question on 
concurring in ibe amendment as amended in Com- 
mittee of the Whoie. 

Mr. BRONSON moved 
table: rejecied, 

The previous question was then ce:onded; and 
the question recurred upon orcering the bill te tts 
engrossment. Decided in the aflirmative—yeas 8], 
nays 50. 

Mr. BOARDMAN moved that ibe House ad- 
jovra, Rejected—yeas 50. 

The bill was then passed—yeas 82, vays 50. 

Pending a motion for the reconsideration of this 


an adjourament: 


to lay the bill on the 
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vote, made with a view to prevent any attempt to 
reverse the decision of the House, ; 
Mr. BIRDSEYE moved an adjournment, which 


was carried. 


: IN SENATE, 
Tugspay, July 19, 1842. : 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana, from the Committee 
on Public Lands, to which the subject had been re- 

“ferred, reported a bill for the relief of Reese B. 
Ward; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading; and, on motion of Mr. SEVIER, who 
explained its provisions, the bill was taken up, as 
in committee of the whole, considered, reported to 
the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. s 

Mr. BATES, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which a resolution of inquiry upon the subject 
had been referred, reported the following joint res- 
olution: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives cf 
the United Siates of America in Congress assembled, That 
the benefits of the act entitled “An act grantivg half-pay and 
pensions to certain widows,” approved the 7th day of July, 
1838, shall not be withheld from any widow whose husband 


died after the passage of the act of 7th June, 1832, and before 
the act of the 7th July, 1838, if otherwise entitled to the same. 


The resolution was read, and ordered to a sec- 
ond reading; and, on motion of Mr. BATES, was 
taken up as in committee of the whole. 

Mr. CALHOUN observed that all questions 
touching the pension system should be strictly in- 
vestigated, to prevent the establishment of a new 
principle, which would tend farther to exhanst the 
national treasury. He wished the matter explais- 
ed. He recollected well that, on the occasion when 
the bill of 1838 was up for consideration, he had 
been told by the chairman of the Pension Commit- 
tee that {hat bill would not involve any material 
charge upon the public treasury; but the result of 
its operation was to take from the treasury, the 
very first year, nearly a million of dollars. 

Mr. BATES explained that "the object of the 
resolution was to provide for cases of widows 
whose husbands died between the passage of the 
two laws—1832 and 1838, He made some explana- 
tions as to the actof 1838, not distinctly heard. 

After some further remarks by Mr. CALHOUN, 
in opposition to its farther consideration, the reso- 
lution was postponed till to-morrow; and the re- 
portof the committee and the opinion of the At- 
torney General were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from 
James O’Connor, of Philadelphia, representing 
that he had made a great improvement in the 
steam-engine, in regard to economy, security, and 
eficiency. He wished the patronage of Congress, 
if they find the improvement what he states it to 
he: referred to the Committee on Patents and the 
Patent Office. 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which had been referred House bill entitled “An 
actfor the relief of Colonel John H. Stone,” re- 
ported the same back without amendment. 

Mr. GRAHAM, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to which had been referred numerous appli- 
calinns of widows for an extension of the pension 
Jaw cf 1838, so as to continue to them doring their 
life the benefits of that act, made a report that it 
was inexpedient to do so. 

Mr. GRAHAM, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to which had been referred Rouse bill for 
the relief of Samuel Dicy, reported the same back 
without amendment. 

Wir. BATES, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which had beer referred House bill to amend the 


acis of July, 1836 and 1838, allowing pensions to. 


ceriain widows, reported the same back, without 
amendment. 

Mr. PRESTON, agreeably to notice, on leave, 
introduced the following joint resolution: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
the United States of America in Conste Gevepinted, The 
all sums hereafter appropriated to carry into eflect treaties for 
the extinguisbmentof the Indian titles to lands, shall be reim- 
bursed to the treasury out of the proceeds of the sales of the 
Jands acquired by the treaty under which the appropriation is 
made. j 

The resolution was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. PRESTON desired that as much progress 
as possible should be made in the disposition of 
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the resolution; and would ptefer to have it read the: 
second time then. i 

Mr. LINN was going to suggest to the Senator: 
from South Carolina the propriety of having the: 
question tested on the second reading. He (Mr.. 
L.) preferred, therefore, that it should be postponed 
till to-morrow, with the understanding that it be: 
then taken up, when the Senate was more foll, and 
tested on ihe question of ordering it to a second 
reading. 

Mr. PRESTON had no objeciion tosuch acourse;, 

and the resolution was accordingly postponed till 
to-morrow, and ordered to be printed. 
* Mr. CRITTENDEN, from the Committee on: 
the Judiciary, reported back, without amendment, 
the bill to amend the act entitled “An act supple- 
mentary to the actentived An act to amend the 
judicial system of the United States;” which was, 

On the suggestién of Mr. SEVIER, made the spe- 
cial order of the Gay for to-morrow, during the: 
morning hour. 

_ Mr. BAGBY, from the Committee on the Post: 
Office and Post Roads, reported back, without. 
amendment, the bill for the relief of William W.. 
Skidmore, and with a recommendation that it do. 
pass. f 

The bill regulating the currency of foreign gold’ 
and silver coin of the United States was, on the 
motionof Mr. EVANS, postponed till to-morrow. 

The bill for the relief of the inhabitants of re- 
served township in Gibson county, in the State of 
Indiana, came up in its erder, as in committee of 
the whole; was considered, reported to the Senate, 
and, having been engrossed, was read the third, 
time, and passed. i 

The bil! entitled “An act to carry into effect two 
resolutions of the Continental Congress, directing. 
monuments to be erected in memory of Generals 
Francis Nash and Wiliam Davidson,” came up Im 
order, as in committee of the whole. 

Mr. GRAHAM explained that several resoln-. 
tions of this nature, and some voting medals to 
those officers who had distinguished themselves ` 
during the Revolution, had been passed by the Con- 
tincntal Congress; some of them had been carried 
into effect, and others remained to be carried; 
among which were these. The bill appropriates - 
$500 for the purpose, in each of those cases, te 
erect monuments in the Staie of North Carolina. 


Mr. SEVIER said if, by the erection of those 
monuments, it was intended to evidence the respect 
of Congress and the nation for the memory of those: 
gallant men, and ås evidence of gratitude for their 
privations and meritorious services, he thought. 
something more finirg the object should be done. 
He proposed to amend the bill, by substituting 
$5,000 to erect a monument in each of tbe cases at 
the seat of Government; but, at the suggestion of 
Mr. GRAHAM, who thougst $500 would be 
ample, and would be as good evidence of our re- 
spect for their memory as more costly ones, the 
amendment was withdrawn. 


Messrs. CALHOUN and KING, thongh they 
felt the greatest delicacy in suggesting anything 
which might be construed into an opposition to the 
object, yet suggested the propriety ol suffering the 
bill to lie over till next Cengress, for the purpose of 
having the subject referred to a committee, to in- 
ve-tipate as to what number of the resolves of the 
Continental Congress of this character were yet 
unexrcuted, Toough they frilly appreciated the 
inestimable services of the great and gallant men 
of the Revolution, yet they apprehended that, if the 
bill were adopted, it would call up many such 
cases to be provided for by Congress. Congress 
had not yet erected a monument to the memory of 
the great Washington; and they saw no reason 
why this bill should be hurried through, without 
investigating the subject fully. They hoped the 
bill would not be passed through then. 

Atter some further remarks by Mr. GRAHAM, 
on the propriety of passing the bill now, as the 
precedent had been established already by the pas- 
sage of bills for hke objecty-— 

The bill was then reported to the Senate; and, 
beiag engrossed according to order, was read the 
third time, and passed. 

The following bills, ordered to be engrossed on 
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yesterday, were taken up, read the third time, and The bill for the benefit of the county of Holt, in to the law of 1838, as that it was intended to ex. 


passed, viz: 
The bill to provide for the publication of a new 


` edition of the laws and regulations of the Post 


Office Department, and a perfect list of the 
offices in the United States. . 

The bill for the relief of Amey Babbitt. 

House bill entitled An aet for the relief of In- 
goldsby W. Crawford and Samuel Phillips. [This 
bill was amended on the suggestion of the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. ] 

House bill entitled An act for the relief of Josiah 
Holmes. [This bill was amended on the sugges- 
tion of the Committee on Commerce.] 

The bili for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of Therese Mallette, widow of Gaspard 
Phiole. 

The bill for the relief of Juan Belgar. 

The bill for the relief cf Jean Baptiste Comeau. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Madame de 
Lusser. [This bill was amended on the sugges- 
tion of Mr. LUNN, to the effect that the title here 
confirmed should not interfere with any title under 
French or Spanish grants,] 

The bill to confirm the title of the heirs of James 
Sympson, deceased, to a certain tract of land in 
the State of Louisiana; and 

The bill for the relist of John Moore. 

The following bills were taken up as in commit- 
tee of the whole, considered, reported to the Senate; 
and having been cngrossed, accordivg to order, 
were read the third time and passed, viz: 

House bill entitled An act for the relief of Betsy 
Vreeland. 

House bill entitled An act for the relief of Joseph 
J. Martin. 

House bill entitled An act for the relief of Samuel 
B, Hugo. 

The bill for the relief of Andrew Forrest. 

The bill for the relief of John A. Rockwell. 

The bill to authorize the Secretary of the Navy 
to parchase for the United States the righi to use 
Babbiv’s anti-attrition metal, 

{This bill was amended on the motion of Mr. 
BAYARD, so as to awhorize the Secretary to 
make a conditional contract for the right to use 
this metal, subject to the confirmation of Congress. 
The bill was amended to conform thereto.] 

The bill for the relief of John Compton, assignee 
and representative of Garrigues, Flauj:c. 


[This bill was taken from the table on the mo- 
tion of Mr. KING, where it was placed yesterday, 
at his instance, for the purpose of examining its 
provisions. He acknowledged that he was mis- 
taken in its provisions, and withdrew objeelion to 
its passage.] 

Honse bill entitled An act for the relief of Na. 
thaniel Mitchell. [This bill was taken up asin 
committee of the whole, sn an amendment from 
the Committee on Claims, The amendment, after 
a few words of explanation by Messrs. WOOD- 
BURY and GRAHAM, was disagreed to.} 

The bill to confirm the sale of a certain school 
section in the State of Illinois, and for other pur- 
poses, 


The bill for the relief of Willige Osteen, of the 
State of Ilinois. [This bill was amended by Mr, 
YOUNG.) 

The bill for the relief of Marston G. Clark, 

The bill for the relief of Stalker and Hill, 

The bill for the relief of Wareham and Kingsley. 

The bill to extend the time of payment of a judg- 
ment against the Planters’ Bank of Mississippi. 
[ This bill was so amended, at the instance of Mr. 
WALKER, as to include within its provisions the 
Agricultural Bank of Mississippi; and to fix the 
time of payment to one and two years, instead of 
one year. Both these banks are judebied to the 
Government, as depositors to the amoant of 
$100,000, and both are unable to spare that much 
Specie to liquidate the Jeb Mr. WALKER 
stated, in reply to an interregatory of Mr. KING, 
that the security to the Government was ample. ] 

‘The bill for the relief of Robert Miller. 

House bill entitled “An act for the relief of 
Archibald McCullum.” [This bil] was amended 
on a recommendation from the Committee on 
Claims.} 
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the State of Missouri. 

The bill for the relief of Daniel B. Bush. 

House bill entitled “An act for the relief of 
George M. Bedinger.” [This bill was amended 
on the recommendation of the Committee on Pen- 
sions ] . 

House bill entitled “An act for the relief of 
Heary Wells.” 

House bill entitled “Aa act for the relief of 
Thomas Collins.” 

House bill entitled “An act for the relief of 
Joshua Atwoed, jr.” 

Tae bil for the relief of William Wynn. [ft 
Seems that Mr Wyna purchased from the Texan 
Government $50,000 worth of land, part of which 
he had improved; but, by the running of the bound- 
ary line between Texas and the State of Arkansas, 
he was thrown into the United States. ‘This bill 
proposes to allow to him, owing to the hardship of 
the case, theright of pre emption, to ran for two 


“years, to be paid for at the expiration of that time 


atthe minimum price. The bill was so amended, 
at the instance of Mr. SEVIER, that ihe pre-emption 
should not interfere with other pre-emption rights, 
or adverse claims } ; 

The next was the House bill No. 165, entitled 
“Anget for the relief of Sarah Besly, widow of 
William Besly, deceased, and, previous thereto, 
widow of Doctor Henry Adams.” It was taken 
up, and considered as in committee of the whole. 

Mr. GRAHAM thought, ss there was a general 
Jaw in preparation, which would embrace this ease, 
i'gvould be well perhaps to withhold the present 
bill, 

Mr. BATES pointed out that the bill had been 
so nearly matured, and so many bills of a similar 
nature, resting solely on the same principle, had 
been passed this session, that to delay the present 
claim would be an invidious distinction, and might 
prove ultimately usjast, as the general bill on the 
subject might not be adopted when it came up. 

Mr. GRAHAM moved to postpone the bill for 
the present. 


Mr. HUNTINGTON thoughtit would be un- 
just to let this claim be celayed, and left dependent 
upon ihe chance of the general law being passed. 

Mr. LINN asked if the principle en which the 
bill was founded was considered by the Gommittee 
on Pensions a settled question. If it was not 
clearly recognised by the pension laws, he thought 
a very troublesome precedent might be established; 
and be was not prepared to vote for creating a new 
class of cases, 

Mr. BUCHANAN was inclined to agree with 
the Senator from North Carolina, that, instead of 
special iegisiation of this kind, it would be better 
to wait for the general law; or be would suggest to 
that Senator the propriety of an amendment to the 
present bill, making it genera! in its application to 
all cases similar to that of Mrs. Besly. 

A general discussion ensued en the subject; those 
in favor of the bill before the Senate contending 
that Mrs, Besly’s case was exactly similar to cases 
admitted and acted favorably upon hy Congress 
hitherto; and that therefore jt would be an uojust 
exception to delay or place ia jeopardy this meri- 
toricus clam. The general bill in prep» ration, it 
was contended, ceuld be preceeded with at the 
convenience of Congress, and would not be af- 
fected by the passage of this cpecial bill. Those who 
supported this view cf the subject were Messrs. 
BATES, HUNTINGTON, and SIMMONS. 

On the other hand, ic was contended thatit was 
always better, whenever Congress could do it, to 
legislate by general principles, than by special cases, 
in which appeals were made to personal feelings 
and sympsthics. If the principle was right, it 
should embrace all cases of the kind: if not right 
and proper on general grounds, there would be no 
kaewing how to geton special vases, without great 
partiality or jojusiice to those excluded. Messrs, 
GRAHAM and BUCHANAN supported th.s view 
of the subject. 

The danger of cpening 2 new door to claims 
on the pension list was ably urged by Mesers. 
WRIGHT and CALHOUN. They contend- 
ed that no such construction should be given 


h 


tend to cases of this kind. . 

It appeared that the permanent pension law of 
1836 was intended to be for the benefit of widows 
of revolutionary soldiers, married at the time of 
the revolutionary war; in consideration of the hards 
ships they endured, or the services they rendered, 
by taking care of those soldiers and their families, 
while their own time was taken up in the service of 
the country. 

The pension law of 1838 was intended to extend 
the benefits of the pension list to widows married 
to revolutionary soldiers after the revolutionary 
war, but price to 1794; on the ground that those 
who martied those veteraus at an advanced age 
were entitled to their pensions, in consideration of 
the care and attention necessarily bestowed upon 
their declining years, i 

The recent practice of Congress had been to ex« 
tend the benefits of this Jaw to widows of those 
revolutionary soldiers claiming under the law of 
1838, to cases in which those widows married . 
again, 

Mrs. Besly’s was one of the latter class; and it 
was urged upon the two grounds—first, of her case 
being originally one coming strictly within the pro- 
visions of the jaw of 1838; and, next, as being 
grounded on a principle, with regard to subsequent 
marriage, fully sanctioned by precedent in the 
action of Congress keretofore, 

Mr, CALHOUN showed that enormous evils 
had grown up out ot small beginnings. When he 
was at the head of tbe War Department, the pen 
sion system was urged with assurances that the 
ultimate cost would not exceed $100,000. The 
very largest conjecture was $300,000. Yet, in the 
fiat year that it went into operation, the demancs 
upon that fund excceded two millions of dollars.. 
So jt was with the law of 1838, It was said there 
were but few cases, and, in all, they would not: 
exceed a few thousand, Yet, now, they were 
running up to hundreds of thousands of dollars; 
and if this new class of cases were added, there 
would be no knowing where the system would end. 


Mr. KING concurred in Mr. Carnoun's view of 
the subject, and contended that the law of 1838 
could not justify this extension. It would be open- 
ing a wide door to an innumerable host of claims 
ants, 

Mr. SMITE of Connecticut thought the law. 
was intended to embrace cases of this Kind. 

Tre bill was reported to the Senate, and read a 
third time; and, the yeas and nays being called on 
its’ passage, it was passed, by a vote of yeas 21, 
nays 34, as follows: 

(EAS-~) arrow, Bates, Bayard, Clayton, Crafts, 
inven EVA Pilar Wenonah: Kerr, ‘Miter, Morehead, 
Seviel, Simmons, Smith of Connecticat, Smith of Indiana; 
Sprague, White, Wilcox, Woodbridge, and Woodbury-—2}. 

À 3 s. Alien, Archer, Bagby, Benton, Calhoun, 
Jen, g, Linn, McRoberts, Mangum, Rives, Sturgeon, 
ght, and Young— 14. 3 

Howse billentitled An act for therelief of Hugh | 
Wallace Wormiey, was taken up, as in committee 
of the whole, on an adverse report of the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs; and, oa the -motion of Mr. 
CALHOUN, was indefinitely postponed. 

House bill entitled An act for the relief of Eliza- 
beih Howe, of Avon, New York, was taken up, as 
im committee of ihe whole, on an adverse report of 
ihe Committee on Pensions; and was, on the mo- 
tion of Mr. LINN, indefinitely postponed. 

The bill for the relic? of Mrs. Mary Thompson, 
widow of the late Lient. Gol. Thompson, deceased, 
of the army of the United States, cawe up in or- 
der; bnt without being considered, was, on the mo- 
tion of Mr. BENTON, laid on the table. ; 

House bil eniided An act granting a pension to 
Esther Sawyer, came up, as in committee of the 
whole, en an adverse deport of the Committee on 
Pensions; and was, on the mution of Mr BATES, 
indefinitely postponed. 

Tse foliowing bills from the Honse came up as 
m committee of the whole, on adverse reports of 
the Committee on Pensions; and were, on the mo- 
tion of Mr. SEVIER, indefinitely po-iponed, viz: 
bilis for the relief of George Newton; for the relief 
of the heirs of Joscph Plumb; bill granting a pen- 
sion to John Black, of the State of Georgie; bill 
granting a pension to Grace Sears; and Senaic 
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bills for the relief of Sarah Woodward and Samuel 
Collins. t 

The bill for the relief of Jacob Euler, of Mary- 
land, came up, as in committee of the whole, on 
an adverse 1eport of the Committee on Pensions, 
and was rejecied, ; 
~ The bill tor the relief of Esther Johnson, widow 
of Col. James Johnson, deceased, was considered 
as in committee of the whole, reporied to the Sen- 
ale, and, after a few remarks by Mr. GRAHAM 
in explanation of the bill, and by Mr. WRIGHT 
in opposition to it— 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, it was postponed 
till to-morrow. 

_ The next was the House bill No, 111, for the re- 
lief of Joseph L. Caldwell. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN called for some explana- 
tion of this case. 

Mr. MERRICK, chairman of the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads, explained the na- 
ture of the claim. 

Tt appears that, some ten or eleven years ago, the 
then Postmaster General entered into a contract 
with Mr. Caldwell for carrying the mail on one of 
the Virginia post-routes; in which contract three 
conditions were stated as contingencies, that would 
enable the Postmaster General to make certain 
changes, or withdraw the contract. 

In 1833, the Postmaster General ordered a 
change to be made, as to the number of days in 
the week the mail on this route was to be carried, 
and the mode of carriage for portions of the year; 
such as thatitshou!d be by stage for one period, 
and by horse route for another. There not being 
any of the three special cases contemplated in the 
conditions of contract, but for which changes the 
Postmaster General withheld a portion of the con- 
tract pay. Mr. Caldwell paid no regard to the direc- 
tions of the Postmaster General; bat held on to 
his contract, fulfilling it with the intent of claim- 
ing the full pay. 

The present bill was reported by the Post Office 
commitiee of the’ House of Representatives, with a 
strong recommendation in its favor, on the princi- 
ples of strict justice, The House passed the ili, 
and sent it to the Senate, where it was referred to 
the Senate Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads; which committee reported it back to the 
Senate with an amendment, referring the question 
of the legal power of the Postmaster General, un- 
der the post cflice laws, to order the changes di- 
rected; and if ne found no power existed, the claim 
to be paid, 


The committee. had some doubts on the sub- 
ject; some members of it believing that, although 
for the last six years contracts have been uniform- 
ly drawn so ‘as to give the Postmaster General the 
right to make what alterations the good of the ser- 
vice requires, it was only done io avoid disputes 
like this, and not because the practice of the de- 
partmen', before exercised, was not authorized, 


._ The subject was debated by Messrs. CRIT- 
TENDEN, MERRICK, BUCHANAN, and Me- 
ROBERTS; afier which, the bill was amended as 
proposed by the committes, read a third time, and 
arsed, 
$ On motion of Mr. GRAHAM, the Senate then 
adjouraed. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tourspay, July 19, 1842. 

Mr. CASEY asied leave to offer the following 
resolution: 

Resulved hy the Senate and House of Represeniatives of 
the United States of Americu in Congress ussenibled, ‘That 
the two Houses wil! adjourn, sine die, on Monday, August 1, 
at2,p.m, 

Mr. FILLMORE said he must object to the re- 
ception of theresu.ction. Fle could not consent 
to see any proposition for an adjournment enter- 
tained at itis time. 

Mr. CASEY said, then the gentleman objects, 
ï move a suspension of the rules, in crder to re- 
ceive and consider the resolation, 

It having been suggested that it would be out of 
order to consider this resolution, since there was a 
special order for to-day, (ihe business of ihe Terri- 
tories) — 

Mr. CASEY moved that the special order be, 


for the present, postponed. He also moved a call 
of the House; which was ordered. 
One hundred aad fifty-seven members answered 


to their names; when, . . 

Oa motion of Mr. POPE, farther proceedings in 
the call were dispensed with. , 

The question was then taken upon the motion to 
postpone the special- order, for the purpose of re- 
ceiving the resolution above quoted, and resulted 
in the negative—yeas 81, nays 84, as follows: 

YEAS—Messtrs. Arrington, Bidlack, Birdseye, Black, Board- 
man, Bowue, Boyd, Brewster, Milton Brown, Charles Brown, 
Burke, Sampson H. Butler, William Butler, Green W., Caid- 
well, Patrick C, Caldwell, Cathoun, John Campbell, William 
B. Campbell, Cary, Casey, Staley N. Clarke, Clifford, Clinton, 
Coles, Mark A. Couper, Cross, Dean, Deberry, Doan, Doig, 
Eastman, Egbert, John G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Gerry, 
Gilmer, Goggin, Green, Gwin, Hastings, Houck, Houston, 
Hubard, Hunter, Jack, Cave Johnson, John W, Jones, Andrew 
‘Kennedy, Linn, Littlefield, Abraham McClellan, McKay, 
Marchand, Alfred Marshall, Mathews, Medill, Miller, Mitchell, 
Moore, Newhard, Owsley, Patridge, Pearce, Pickens, Plumer, 
Reding, Reynolds, Roosevelt, Sanford, Saunders, Shaw, Snyder, 
Steenrod, John 'T. Stuart, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Warren, 


Washington, Weller, James W. Willtams, and Christopher i 


H. Witliams—8l, 

NAYS—Messrg. Adams, Landaff W. Andrews, Sherlock J. 
Andrews, Arnold, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Blair, Burden, 
Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, Thom- 
as J. Campbell, John C. Clark, Cowen, Cravens, Cushing, 
Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davie, Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, 
Fornance, A. L. Foster, Gates, Gentry, Giddings, P. G. Goode, 
Gordon, Granger, Hall, Harris, Hopkins, Hudson, Charies J. 
Ingersoll, Joseph R Ingersoll, James, John P. Kegnedy, 
Robert McClellan, McKeon, Mallory, Samson Mason, Mahiot, 
Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Meriwether, Morgan, Morris, 
Morrow, Osborne, Parmenter, Pope, Powell, Benjamin Ran- 
dal, Ridgway, Riggs, Rodney, William Russell, James M, 
Russell, Saltonstall, Shields, Truman Smith, Stanly, Alexander 
H. H. Stuart, Summers, Taliaferro, Richard W., Thompson, 
Tillinghast, Triplett, Trumbull, Wallace, Edward D. White, 
Joseph L. White, Joseph L. Williams, Wise, Wuod, Yorke, 
Augustus Young, and John Young—84, 


TERRITORIAL BUSINESS, 


On motion of Mr. POPE, the House resolved 
itself into a Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Unicn, (Mr. GILMER in the chair,) and re- 
sumed the consideration of basiness appertaining 
to the Territories, 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL moved to take up the 
bill for an additional appropriation to defray the 
expense of the Territory of Florida. 

Mr. H. DODGE said he must object. He 
thought the Territories should be taken alternately. 
He moved that the commiitee take up the bill for 
the protection of commerce on the western shore 
of Lake Micuigan: agreed to. 

The bill appropriates money for the construction 
of harbors in Wisconsin Territory. 

Mr. D. addressed the committee for some time 
in earnest advocacy of the bill. He explained the 
circumstances of the Western people on Lake 
Michigan, and urged this measure as one of neces- 
sity to the protection of their commerce against 
loss. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT said he regretted to be com- 
pelled io oppose a measure brought forward by ihe 
Delegate from one of our Territcries; but he cou'd 
not divest himself of the fact, that at this moment 
draftis were lying, for antecedent debts, under pro- 
test, to a very great amount. They were not now 
urged to make appropriations for a debt due, but 
to enter upon new works and contracti new debts, 
to pay which there was not a man on that floor 
thai would say they had the means. This was not 
tue time to undertake internal improvements, either 
in the States or Territories; it was quite enough to 
keep existing works from dilapidation; bat those 
how proposed were entirely new. He knew his 
friend from Wisconsin [Mr. Doper] would say 
that here there was a bouadary-line tu expenditure; 
but who had been here any length of time, and had 
not seen that these boundary-jines were porely im- 
aginary? With pertaps one execption, all their 
pabiie works had greatly exceeded the original 
esiimate. ‘The expenditures for the Boston cus- 
tom-house, 2s an illustration, had increased from 
$50,000 to $1,000,000. The first step, after all, 
was the one to test their virtue; and ke appre- 
hended, if they got into this ihing, they would find 
ita hard mater to contine themselves to first est- 
mates. Bat if ke could see the end of the expend- 
itare, in the present state of ihe publie treasu.y he 
skeuld not feel justified in voting Jor ihe commence- 
ment ol new works. 

Mr. DODGE, in reply, gave a variety of statis. 
ties to show the number of lives and the amount 


of property that were annually sacrificed for want 
of these harbors. He was understood to say that 
from the year 1834 to 1841, 118 lives had been: 
lost; and the loss of property in that period was. 
estimated at a million and a quarter of dollars, or 
$130,000 per annum; which was more than suf- 
ficient to construct the two harbors, 

Mr. REYNOLDS defended the appropriation, in 
reply to the gentleman from New York. 

The debate was continued by Messrs. JOHN C. 
CLARKE, FILLMORE, GRAHAM, POPE, 
HOWARD, and GRANGER. 

Mr. GRANGER then moved to amend the bill, 
by striking out the appropriations for the harbors of 
Racine and Southport, $25,000 each, leaving that 
for Milwaukee in the bill. He expressed himself 
as favorable to appropriations for harbors, but 
moved this amendment on the ground that it would 
be impossible to pass appropriations for the har- 
bors of all those towns. He was willing to have 
an appropriation for Milwaukee alone, rather than 
incur the risk of losing the whole bill. 

Mr. ARNOLD said that, in consequence of the 
veto, the state of the treasury, and other considera- 
tions, he should be compelled to vote against the 
bill. 

Mr. KENNEDY of Maryland addressed the 
committee in favor of the bill. He concluded by 
Offering the following as a proviso to the Ist see- 
tion, (Mr. Grancer having temporarily withdrawn 
his motion:) ‘ 

Provided, That no part of the money appropriated in this 
actshall be paid, uniess Congress shal] pass a bill, at its present. 
session, which shall become a law, providing for an imposition 
of duties on imports. ; 

Mr, R. W. THOMPSON spoke in favor of the 
bill, and in reply to the objections urged against it, 
He was followed by Mr. BARNARD on the same 
side. 

Mr. MATHIOT, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. R. W. 
THOMPSON, and Mr. J.C. CLARK continued 
the debate. 

The question was then taken on the amendment, 
and it was negatived, 

Mr. ROOSEVELT moved to strike out the 
words “out of any money in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated,” and insert “out of the 
proceeds of the sales of the public lands,” This 
was a mere change of the source whence this 
money was to be obtained, $ 

Some conversation on this amendment ensued 
between Mr. ADAMS and Mr. ROOSEVELT, 
and the amendment was rcjected, 

After some conversation amongst several meme 
bers of the committee, it was agreed, as au amend- 
ment, that the money by this bill appropriated 
should be expended after the topographical corps 
had selected and fixed the location of the harbors, 
after examination and survey. 

Ga the motion of Mr. RODNEY, the Secretary 
of the Treasury was substituted for the Secretary 
of the Navy, as the superintendent of iMese expend: 
itures. 

Mr. McKAY renewed the motion previously 
made by Mr. Granozr, to strike out two of the 
harbors mentianed in the bill. 

Mr. KENNEDY of Maryland called for a divis- 
ion of the question. 

After some further remarks from Messrs, 
ADAMS, ROOSEVELT, DODGE, and others, 
the bill was laid aside, to be reported; and the fol- 
lowing bills were then severally passed upon: 

The bill for the relief of certain settlers in Wis- 
consin, . 

The bill granting to the Territory of Wisconsin a 
certain quantity of jand near the town of Fairplay, 
in said Territory. . 

The biil graniing to miners and owners of min- 
eral lots the right of pre-emption. ; 

The bill granting to the county of Jobnson, in 
the Territory of lowa, the right of pre-emption to 
a quantity of land for a seat of jusdee for said 
county. 

The bill granting pre-emption rights to settlers 
on the Dubuque claim, (so called,) in the Territory 
of lowa. 

The bill to provide for the completion of the 
petilentiary in the Territory of Jowa, ; 

The bill to provide for the pay ment of the Iowa 
militia called into service in December, 1839, 
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After a debate onthe last-mentioned bill, ja 
whieh Messis, HOWARD, A. C. DODGE, 
DEAN, THOMPSON of Indiana, and POPE par- 
ticipated, it was laid aside, and the committee 
took up ; 

The bill fixing the boundary-line between Mis- 
souri and Towa, f 

Some objections being made to this bill, on mo- 
tion by Mr. POPE, it was laid aside; Mr. DODGE 
expressing the earnest hope that it would be 
passed to-morrow, as the settlement of this bound- 
ary question was necessary to prevent collision 
between the State of Missouri and the Territory of 
Towa, which might result in shedding American 
blood. 

The following bills were severally considered, 
and laid aside, to be reported: 

The bill establishing an additional land district in 
Florida; and 

The bill establishing a new collection district for 
the Territory of Florida. 

On motion by Mr. RUSSELL, the committee 
rose; and then 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Wenpnespay, July 20, 1842. 


Mr. CHOATE presented a memorial from eiti- 
zens of Cambridge, Massachusetts, praying that no 
drawback shall be allowed on spirits re-exported; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

Mr. MILLER presented a memorial from Sus- 
sex and Passaic counties, New Jersey, asking pro- 
tection on bar-iron: referred to the Commitee on 
Manufactures. 

Mr. CRAFTS presented a memorial of a con- 
vention of woolgrowers, held in Washingion 
county, Vermont, in favor of protection against 
imported cheap wools: laid on the table. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a memorial from a 
large number of the mercantile community of the 
city of Nd% York, remonstrating against the tariff 
just passed the House of Representatives, on the 
ground that it is so highly protective in its char- 
acter that the whole foreign commerce of the coun- 
try would be blighted and paralyzed under its 
operation: referred to the Commitiee on Finance, 
now having charge of the bill. 

Mr. MOREBEAD, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, reported a bill fcr the relief of John 
K. Rodgers, a Cherokee Indian; which was read, 
and ordered to asccond reading, 

Mr. PORTER, on leave, introduced a bill rela- 
tive to the offices of surveyors general in the States 
of Ohio, Indiana, and Michigan; which was read 
twice. 

Mr. PORTER also, on leave, introduced a bill 
to amend an act entitled “An act to establish the 
northern boundary-line of the State of Ohio, and 
providing for the admission of the State of 
Michigan into the Union; which was read twice, 
and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which had been referred a message of 
the President of the United Siates, communicating 
documents touching the grant of land of Baron 
de Maison Rouges made a report upon the subject, 
and submitted a motion for the discharge of the 
committee; which motion was agreed to. The 
report was ordered to be priated. 

Mr. LUNN, from the Commitice on Private 
Land Claims, reported back, without amendmen’, 
House bill entitied “An act for the relief of Wil- 
liam Wailer.” 

Mr. KING said a bill providing for the same ¢b- 


ject was, at his instance, laid on the table; be 


moved that the House bili be now considered in 
committee of the whole. He preferred the House 
bill. 
The bill was then taken up, as in committee of 
the whole, when 


Mr. SMITH of Indiana moved to strike out all the 
House bill after the enacting clause, and to insert 
the Senate bill in lien thereof. Mr. S. contended 
that the Senate bill was the rightone. He said 
that the difference between the two bills was, the 
House bill gave Waller 560 acres of land without 
consideration; and that the Senate bill allowed a 
right of pre-emption, and the land to be paid for 
at the minimum price. 

Mr. KING maintained that justice could only 
be done by the passage of the bill from the House. 
He explained fully the merits of the case, and 
showed that the man bad already paid a valuable 
consideration for the land; andi? the minimum 
price was again required, it would be more than 
the land was worth. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana demanded the yeas 
and nays, which were ordered. j 

Mr. TAPPAN made some remarks in favor of 
the Senate bill; and 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Smitu, and it was agreed to by yeas 18, 
nays 15. ; 

Mr. KING said he was satisfied that two-thirds 
of the Senators did not understand the case. He 
wished to turn to the law touching the question; 
and therefore moved to postpone the bill till to- 
morrow. The motion was agreed to. 

House bill ented “An act for the relief of 
David Alspach” was taken up, asin committee of 
the whble, on an adverse report of the Commitice 
on the Jadiciary;and was, on motion of Mr.CLAY- 
TON, indefinitely postponed. 

The bill to authorize the adjustment of the claim 
of the municipality No. 1 of the city. of New Or- 
leans io certain lauds witbin said municipality, 
and now in the occupation of the United States, 
was taken up asin commitiee of the whole; and, 
after being discussed by Mr. CONRAD in favor of 
the bill, and by Messrs. WRIGHT, HUNTING- 
TON, and BUCHANAN against it, the iatter 
gentlemen moved to lay it on the table until 
information touching the title could be had from 

` the proper depariment. The motion was agreed to. 

The bill for the relief of Esther Johuson, the 
widow of Col. Joseph Jahnson, came up as in com- 
mittee of the whole; but, without being considered, 
was, on motion of Mr. GRAHAM, laid on the 
table. 

The bill for the retief of Henry Gardner and 
others, directors of an association called the New 
Evgiand Mississippi Lard Company, was taken 
up as in eonimiltee of the whole. 

Mr. CONRAD said a general bill had been re- 
ported for the settlement of these claims; he would 
therefore move to stike out all after the enacting 
clause of this bill, and sabstitute the bill alluded 
fo, pamely: A bill in relation to lands sold in the 
Greensburg (late Si. Helena) land district, in the 
Stale of Louisiana. i 

Mr. KING said he was prepared to give his sup- 
port to bills providing for individual cases, but not 
to a bill te puta whole land district under setile- 
ment; wbich might have the effect to give a great 
deal more to individuals than they were entited to, 
and which they would not get if their cases were sep- 
arately submitted to the investigation of a commit- 
tee upon their own merits. He preferred that the 
biil should be permitted to hie over until Senators 
had sufficient time to examine its provisions. 

Mr. CONRAD had no objection to that course; 
and the bill was postponed till to-morrow, 

Mr. PRESTON moved to take np the bill whica 
had been iaid on the table, providisg for the settle- 
ment of claims for property cestroyed by reason 
of the military occupation of Ficrida. 

Mir. BAYARD intérposed objection to such a 
course. He was opposed to a departure from the 
order of business, especially when the Senate had 
jast reacbed the District business, which had been 
so long neglected. 

The question was put, and the motion was dis- 


| agreed to. 


Mr. CALHOUN jresented a commynication 
from Mr. nassar, covering some interesting facts 
re‘ative to a tariff; which was referred to the Com- 
mitiee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Enerossed bill for the relief of Rese B. Ward 
was read the third time, and passed. 

BILLS PASSED. 

The following bills were taken up as in commit- 
tee of the whole, considered, reported to the Sen- 
ate, and, being engrossed according to order, were 
read the third time and passed, viz: 

The biil tor the relief of Henry Fry. 

The bill for the relief of Henry Newman. 

House bill entitled An act for the relief of 
James Williams. 

House bill entitled An act for the relief of the 
legal representatives of John Barnes, deceased. 

The billtoextend the provisions of an act en- 
tiled An act to regulate precesses in the courts of 
the United States, passed the 19ih May, 1828. 

The bill for the relief of Charles D. Hammond 
and Augustus H. Kenan, 

House bill entitled An act for the relief of 
George Mayfield. [Confirming a land claim.) 

Rouse bill entitled An act for the relief of Henry 
J. Defiees and Stephen Jenny. 

‘The bill for the relief of Jacob Greaves. 

Flouse bill entitled An act for the relief of John 
Randall and Charles York. 

Honse bill entitled An aet for the relief of James 
Morrow and Jonathan Tipten, 

Joint resolution directing the transfer of the stock 
held by the United States in the Chesapeake and 
Ohio Canal Company to the State of Maryland, 
and the cities of Washington, Georgetown, and 
Alexandria, on certain conditions. : 

Tie bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Henry Ecktord, deceased, 

House bill entitled An act te incorporate the 
German Benevolent Society of the City of Wash- 
ington, : 

House bill entitled An act in relation to mar- 
riages in the District of Columbia. 

House bill entitled An act toe 
tion of the corporation of Georgetown. 

House billentitled An act for the relief of George 
Masfield. [Granting a pension to him.] 

Bouse bill enutled An act for the relief of Dan- 
iel Chase. j 

House bill entitled An act for the relief of 
Jabez L, and Asa White, of the State of Connec- 
lien. 

Gill granting to the county of Johnson, im the 
Territory of Towa, the right of pre-emption to a 
tract of land for a seat of justice for said county; 
and repealing the second section of an act, ap- 
proved the 3iday of March, 1839, ertitled An 
act making a donation of lang to the Territory of 
Iowa, for the purpose of erecting public builaings 
thereupon. [This bill was amended at the sug- 
gestion cf the Committee on Public Lands, to the 
effect that the right shall net be subject to ary other 
pre-emption claim whatever.] 

House bill entitled An act to provide forerecting 
and lighting Jamps on Pennsylvania avenue, 
Washington, was taken up, as in committee of the 
whole. The bill was so amended, on the recom- 
raendation of the Committee on the District of Co- 
lumbia, as to provide ‘hat any surplus of the $2,000 
appropriated might be applied to lighting other 
streels. 

Mr. LUNN saw no reason why the United States 
shouid be called upon to light up the-streets of this 
city. Efe did not believe any city in the world was 
Jit up at the expense of the Government. 

Mir. BAYARD obsérved, that the city of Wath- 
ington was eleven square miles in extent, ecvering 
an area of 7,134 acres. Not less then 3,694 acres 
were in the sireets and public squares. Our of the 
7,134 acres, seventeen squares, covering 541 aers, 
were reserved to the United Sates. The rnnning 
length of the s‘reets laid out wa 264 miles-——thuse 
| streets being equal to an average of 100 feet wides 
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Not only were the seventeen: squares, covering 541 
acres, reserved for the use of the United States; but, 
of the 20,272 building lois, one-half. were given to 
the United States, and'all the property held by the 
Government in the city is free from taxation. 
Mr. B. saw good reason in all this why Congress 
should-take this. city. under its fostering.care Up to 
1820, this. Government uniformly charged itself 
with the duty, of constructing, paving, and repair- 
ing the streets; and in an evil hour the citizens ex- 
pressed a wish to take upon themselves the 
important duty of celf:governmen:, and thereby 
encumbered themselves with an onerous debt 
which bas proved their rain. All that they 
ask in. this bill is, not that you shall open 
the streets and keep them in repair, but that 
you simply pave the Pennsylvania avenue—which 
was Criginaily done by Congress, at the expense cf 
the Government. Tke annual expense of lighting 
the avenue, afier this year, will not be more than 
$1,200. 

Mr. B. then went on to show that the streets all 
belonged to the United States. The Supreme 
Court of the United States, in the case of Van 
Ness, (which was discussed by the ablest couasel,) 
decided that not only the reservations, but all the 
Streets, were the property of the Government, and 
that the Government could shut up or dispose of 
any of them when it thought proper. He thought 
ita very small matier, indeed, uader the circum- 
stances, to.ask Congress to light up the Pennsylva- 
nia avenue, which was a thoroughfare for the na- 
tion, 

Mr, LINN thought the corporation of the city 
of Washington should be required to furnish an- 
nual statements of its expenditures to Congress. If 
Congress is to have charge of the streets, it ought 
to know what itis to legislate about, and what is 
done with the funds authorized to be levied for eity 
purposes. There is not a city in the world lit up 
at the expense of the Government. No other city 
in the world but Washington would think of such 
ademand. Make St. Louis the seat of Govern- 
ment, and ‘her corporation will not require Con- 
gress to lay out one cent on the city. Give the 
same patronage of the General Government which 

fashington enjoys, to the city of St. Louis, the 
city of Louisville, or the city of Pittsburg, and 

whichever is selected will not only cheerfully 
make, at its own expense, all necessary improve- 
ments, bat erect the public buildings for the Gov- 
ernment, without one dollar of claim on Congress. 
Why, then, should not the corporation of Wash- 
ington do all this corporation business, without im- 
posing it upon Congress? 

Mr. BAYARD explained that the General Gov- 
ernment received an equivalent for the advantages 
it conferred, in the seventeen reserved squares, and 
ten thousand one hundred and thirty-six building 
lots granted to it. ` 

Mr. LINN was not satisfied with giving the 
contro] of the money to the corporation at all. 

Mr.. WOODBURY. suggested that the object 
which the Senator from Missouri had in view 
could be attained by an amendment, that the money 
should not be paid till accounted for to the proper 
department. 

Mr. BAYARD explained that the whole thing 
was to be subject to the supervision of the Com- 
missioner of Public Buildings. 

Mr. WOODBURY observed that, as the lighting 
by Congress was to be confined to the avenue, he 
would not oppose it; but he desired to be disiinetly 
understood: considering the avenue the principal 
Government thoroughfare. between Congress and 
the offices of the Executive Departments, he thought 
it not unreasonable to view that circumstance as 

some authority for its being under the care and 
Supervision of Congress. Besides, it might be 
argued, from present indications, that as Congress 
was making such rapid strides towards continuous 
sessions, if was but right that this main thorough- 
fare should be lit at the public expense. For, if 
the members of Congress have to move to the 
city, and make it their permanent residence, the 
city ought to be put in such a condition as to ren- 
der their lives safe at night, in passing from the 
Capitol to the public offices. 
There being no. proposition to further amend the 
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bill, it was reported to the Senate; and, being ene 
grossed according fo order, was read the third lime, 
and passed. . 
Mr. BAYARD moved to postpone the previous 
orders, for the purpose of taking up the bill provi- 
ding for the repair and repaving a portion of 
Pennsylvania avenue. The molion was disagreed 


- to. 


House. hill entitled An act for the relief of 
Benjamin F. Hard, came. up in order, as in com- 
mittee. of the whole. The bill was, opposed by 
Messrs. CRITTENDEN and SEVIER, and de- 
fended by Mr. MERRICK; when, on motion of 
Mr. CRITTENDEN, it was laid on the table. 
Then, 

Oa motion of Mr. CONRAD, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of executive business; 
and, after some lime spent therein, adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wenpnespay, July 20, 1842. 


Mr. COLES asked leave to offer the following 
reso'ution: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House cause to be prepared 
and printed 10 000 copies of the aggregate population of each 
county in the several States, taken from the returns of the 6th 
census, as Corrected at the Department of State, setting forth in 
separate columns the free, the slaves, and the federal or repre- 
sentative population of each county. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON and others objected; and 
the resolution was not received. 

On motion of Mr. POPE, the House resolved 
itself into Commiitee of the Whole on the state of 


‘the Union, (Mr. Giumer of Virginia in the chair,) 


for the purpose of considering business relating to 
the Territories. 

On motion of Mr. COWEN, the bill for the re- 
lief of James M. Morgan was taken up and read; 
but Mr. STANLY and others objecting that it 
was not properly Territorial business it was laid 
aside. į 
On motion of Mr. A. C. DODGE, the bill fixing 
the boundary between the Territory of Iowa and 
the State of Missouri was taken up and read. 


Mr. A. C. DODGE then called;for the reading 
of the report in this case; and it wasiread. 


% # 

Mr. POPE made a brief explanation of the ob- 
jects of the bill, and the circumstances connected 
with the introduction of the boundary question into 
the legislation of Congress. 

Mr. EDWARDS of Missouri succeeded him, 
and addressed the committee at length in support 
of the claims of his State. He entered into a re- 
view of the whole subject, giving a description of 
the territory in dispute, and an analysis of the 
claims of the Territory of Iowa and the State of 
Missouri. He said that Missouri was one party to 
this case, and the United States the other, and not 
Iowa; that this was a case peculiarly for the decis- 
ion of the courts; that Congress might proceed to 
define the boundary, but that decision would not 
be conclusive on Missouri; that her decision would 
be conclusive on herself, if Missouri consented to 
it; and being conclusive on the United States, the 
decision would also be conclusive on Iowa, as 
Towa looked for her entire interest to the United 
States; that Congress had the power to settle this 
difficulty, by designating tke true boundary; and 
that she ought to settle it, as it would be settled, in 
the courts of justice; that the old Indian boundary 
was not the true northern boundary of Missouri; 
that the parallel of latitude passing through the 
mi idle of the “Des Moines Rapids,” in the Missis- 
sippi river, as assumed by the Commitiee on the 
Territories in their reports, was not the true bound- 
ary. What, then, was the true boundary? The 
State of Missouri insisted on the parallel of lati- 
tude which passes through the “rapids of the river 
Des Moines,” at the Great Bend in said river, as 
the true boundary. He expected to show this by 
arguments and by evidence; but, before he intro- 
duced his evidence, he wanted to examine one 
other question. It was important to decide whether 
the act of Congress authorizing the -formation of 
the Stete, or the constitution of the State, was the 
controlling instrument, te then went on to show 
that the constitution. of the State was the control- 
lng instrament—co far, at least, as the boundaries 
were concerned; and. this was sufficient for the 


present. This was important in explaining an am- 
biguity in the constitution. 

This point established, he went on to give the 
evidence fixing the boundary at the rapids, in the 
Great Bend. He showed that the convention 
which framed the constitution of Missouri believed 
there were rapids in the Des Moines. He showed 
that there were rapids in the Des Moines. He 
showed that there was nothing entitled to the ap- 
pellation of rapids below. the Great Bend in the 
Des Moines. He showed that the rapids in the 
Great Bend had a depth of.abont eighteen inches 


. water at low-water wark, a fall of about two feet 


in eighty yards, a rapid current, and ikat the chan- 
nel of the river was reduced in width frum five or 
six hundred feetto about ferty feet, and that the 
fall was about thirty times as greatas the average 
fall in the “Des Moines Rapids” in the Mississippi; 
that the first shallow below the Great Bend, owing 
to the direction of the river north, was on nearly, 
and probably exactly, the same parallel of latitude 
with the rapids at the Great Bend; and that it was 
650 feet wide, and with slight curreni; and that 
tne shoal nextand east in descending the river 
had a gravel bottom, was wide, and had but little 
current, and, in consequence, no pretensions to be- 
ing a rapid. 

He went on then to answer an argument of the 
Committee on the Territories. That argument was, 
that, in describing the northern boundary, the con- 
stitution did no‘ call a second time fur the “rapids 
of the river Des Moines;” and, therefore, that the 
rapids were not in the northern boundary. Mr. 
E. showed the reason of this. Owing to the Great 
Bend in the Des Moines, the northern boundary, in 
running east, came in contact with the middle of 
the mai. channel of the Des Moines several miles 
before it reached the rapids, and then changed its 
direction down the main channel of the river, 
This was the ground taken in the report of 1840, 
but it is surrendered in the report of this session. 
The report of this session takes the ground that, as 
the line runs through the rapids in passing down 
the channel of the Des Moines, they should be 
again called for; that, being a prominent object, 
and once introduced, it should be again mentioned, 
as the line passed through it. Mr. E, replied to 
this, that, if the ground assumed in reference to 
the northern boundary would hold good, then it 
would be equally good in reference to the western 
boundary. He then showed that, in tha» descrip- 
tion of the western boundary, the mouth of the 
Kansas river was not introduced, although the 
most prominent point in that boundary; and 
that, if omitting the rapids in the -north- 
ern boundary unsettled that boundary, then 
the omission of the mouth of the Kansas, in de- 
scribing the western boundary, unsettled the west- 
ern boundary. He showed that the mouth of the 
Kansas was introduced to deseribe the southern 
boundary, and particularly io fix the southwestern 
corner of the State; and that the “rapids of the 
river Des Moines” were introduced to determine 
the western boundary, and particularly to fix the 
northwestern cerner of: the State; and that the 
mouth of the Kansas was not introduced into the 
description of the western boundary the first time; 
and that the “rapids of the river Des Moines” were 
not introduced into the description of the northern 
boundary the first time, much less a second time; 
and that it was unnecessary to do so. He con- 
tended that if the rapids had beea a terminating 
point for the boundary, that if the boundary had 
changed its direction there, that if they had been 


. made a corner,—then they should have been ex- 


pressly named; and that if they had been at any 
point in the Des Moines where the northern bound- 
ary could have struck them before it came in-con- 
tact with the Des Moines itself, then the rapids 
would have been called for, just as the middle of 
the main channel of the river Des Moines was 
called for. To have run the line across the Des 
Moines, direetly to the rapids, would have taken 
in a narrow strip of land on the north side of that 
river. It was right to dvoid this. The fact that 
the rapids were not called for, and thal, owing to 
the bend, the boundary struck the river before it 
reached the rapids, is the strongest argument to 
prove that the rapids in the Great Bend were the 
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identical rapids called for in the constitution. Any 
rapids, below or above, must have been struck by 
the northern boundary as soon as it reached tke 
river, unless the next rapids below should also be 
behind the Great Bend. 

He showed that there could be no correspond- 
ence between the northern boundary and the old 
Indian boundary, because the first was a parallel of 
latitude, and the latter was not; and he showed 
that none was required. He stated that it was 
not the wesiern boundary which was required to 
correspond with the Indian boundary line, but that 
it was the meridian line, along which the western 
boundary ran, that was required to correspond 
with the Indian boundary. He admitted they cor- 
responded by running parallel to each other, but 
contended that the correspondence ceased here. 
He showed that they did not start at the same 
point: that starting differently, and running paral- 
lel, they could never run on the same track, and 
that they could not terminate together—the one 
being a surveyor’s line, running but one hundred 
wiles; and the other a meridian line, and running 
necessarily to the north pole. The two lines did 
not staré together, as will be readily perceived by 
looking at any correct map. The parallel of lati- 
tude passes through the mouth of the Kansas 
river, and, in proceeding north, strikes the bank of 
the Missouri river, owing to the southeast direc- 
tion of the river here, considerably above a point 
opposite the mouth of the Kansas river. The 
Indian boundary line starts at a point opposite the 
mouth of the Kansas river; and, consequently, 
some distance below and east of the meridian line, 
along which the western boundary runs. Then 
they do not and cannot correspond, except in ran- 
ning parallel. Errors in map-making, and incor- 
rect legislating and treaty-making, if there has been 
any such, cannot change the constitutional bound- 
ary of Missouri. Al the country in dispute, ex- 
cept about nine miles by an average of eighteen 
miles, yet belongs to the Indians. 

Mr. E. then moved to strike out all after the 
enacting clause, and insert, in lieu thereof— 


That the parallel of latitude which passes through the rap- 
ids of the river Des Moines, at the Great Bend in the sai} river, 
-shall be the northern boundary of the State of Missouri, from 
the point where it intersects the middle of the main channel of 
the Missouri river, to the point where it entered the middle of 
the main channel of the Des Moines river; and the said north- 
ern boundary-line shall run from thence, with the main chan- 
nel of the said river Des Moines, to the Mississippi river, as 
provided in the constitution of Missouri. 


Mr. A. C DODGE replied to the arguments of 
the gentleman from Missouri. 

Mr. McKAY had an amendment which he 
wished to submit, and to which he would call the 
attention of the Delegate from Icwa. His vote 
would depend on whether the House would adopt 
it. He would observe that, so far as Iowa was 
concerned in this controversy, it was in the power 
of the House to fix the boundary-line; but with re- 
gard to Missouri, the case was otherwise: it was not 
in the power of Congress to deprive her of any of 
her territorial rights. ‘The boundari’s of Missouri 
were fixed by law when she was a Territory; and 
what these boundaries were, was a judicial question 
for the United States courts to decide. The pro- 
viso he wished to offer was, that this boundary-line 
should not be deemed conclusive till the Legista- 
ture of Missouri declared the assent of the State 
to it. 

Mr. EDWARDS explained that the boundary of 
Missouri was fixed by the Constitution, and could 
not be altered by any aet of the Legislature, with- 
out a change of that instrument; and this could 
only be done by a convention, or by the vote of 
two-thirds of the Legislature, and subsequenily 
approved by the people. 

After some further remarks from Mr. McK AY, 

Mr. G. DAVIS addressed the committee at 
Jength in support of the claims of the Territory of 
Iowa.: 

Mr. EDWARDS replied to Mr. D, and went 
into an argument to show the true Iecation of the 
rapids of the river Des Moines. 

The debate was furcher continued by Messrs. 
A. C. DODGE and EDWARDS; after which the 
amendment of Mr, E. was rejecied. 

Mr: McKAY offered aù amendment, providing 
that the act should not go into full operation unul 
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the State of Missouri should have given its 
assent to the line established. Rejected. 

The bill was then laid aside to be reported. 

On motion of Mr. H. DODGE, the bill granting a 
section of land for certain purposes on Grant river, 
was taken up, and laid aside to be reported. 

Also, on his motion, the bill granting the right 
of pre-emption to certain settlers in Wisconsin 
was taken up. 

Mr. DODGE offered an amendment, which was 
adopted; the effect of which was, to place it oa 
the footing of the act of Sept. 4, 1841. 

Mr. STANLY then withdrew his objection, 
heretofore made; and the bill was laid aside to be 
reported. 

On motion of Mr. LEVY, the following bills 
were taken up, considered, and laid aside to be re- 
ported: 

A bill making additional provision for the Ter- 
ritorial expenses of Florida. 

A bill making an appropriation for the publie 
buildings in Florida. 

A bill making an appropriation for fitting up the 
ground in rear of the sea-wall at St. Augustine. 

The bill to provide for the payment of the Fiori- 
da militia called into service in 1839 and 1840, was 
taken up. Several gentlemen calling for il, the 
report was read. 

After some conversation and explanations be- 
tween Messrs. BRIGGS, LEVY, FILLMORE, 
STANLY, POPE, GRANGER, GIDDINGS, 
and WARREN, the bili was laid aside, to be re- 
ported to the House. 


Mr. LEVY introduced a bill to establish a new 
collection district in Florida, the necessity of which 
he pointed out, by showing that the two existing 
collection districts were located at extreme points— 
one being at Key West, leaving an intermediate 
line of great extent without a collection district, al- 
though there was much commeree in that region. 

This bill the commitiee refused to report. 

Mr. A. C. DODGE called up a bill to provide 
for the payment of the Iowa militia called into ser- 
vice in 1839. The bill was laid aside, to be re- 
ported; and the committee rose, and reported the 
bills to the House. 

Mr. ADAMS inquired what became of the Dill 
which the committee hod refused to report. 

The SPEAKER, after some observations from 
Mr. ADAMS and Mr. GILMER, replied that the 
bill remained on the calendar, and conld be called 
up at a future period. 

The House then concurred in the amendments 
which the committee had made in the ‘bill for the 
protection of commerce on Lake Michigan;" and, 
on the question of engrossment, 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON called for the yeas and 
nays; which being ordered, resulled—yeas 68, 
nays 60. 

‘The bill was then read a third time and passed. 

The following bills were disposed of in like man- 
ner: 

A bill to authorize the selection of school lands 
in leu of those granted to the half-breeds of the 
Sac and Fox Indians. 

A bill to grant pre-emption rights to settlers on 
the Dubuque claim, (so called,) in the Territory of 
Towa. : 

A bill to extend the right of pre-emption to cer- 
tain settlers in Iowa, and for other purposes. 

A bill to extend the right of pre-emption to cer- 
tain settlers in Wisconsin, and for other purposes. 

A bill for the relief of certain settlers in the 
Territory of Wisconsin. 

A bill granting to Wisconsin a certain tract of 
land for the benefit of the town of Fairplay. 

The biil granting to miners or owners of mineral 
lots the right of pre empticn, was next in order. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to laydt on the 
table, and called for the yeasand nays thereon; but, 
on taking the vole on that motion, it was found that 
there was not a quorum present. 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuurspay, July 21, 1842. 
The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the Treasury Depari- 
ment, in compliance with the act of 10th Februa- 


{ote oneness iiae inant 


ry, 1820, covering the annual statements of ecm- 
merce and navigation, 

Mr. HUNTINGTON moved that the usual 
quantity be printed. The motion was referred to 
the Committee on Printing; which reported in fae” 
vor of the printing. The report was agreed to. 
Then, 

On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, 2,000 cop- 
ies additional were ordered to be printed. 

The CHAIR presented a petition from W. G. 
Burgess, administrator of R. ©. Ragland, praying 
the allowance of a claim for supplies furnished to 
the army of the United States: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

Mr. KERR presented a petition from James 
Dixon, praying for the settlement of his accounts 
for work done on the custom-house at Alexandria: 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. CALHOUN presented four petitions from 
Jackson, Leon, and Calhoun counties, Florida, in 
favor of the admission of Florida as a State into 
tse Union, and a donation of public lands: refer- 
red to the Judiciary Committee. 


Mr. CALHOUN presented a petition from Mid- 
dlesex county, Virginia, in favor of free trade, and 
against a tariff. Mr. C. said the petition was re- 
ceived here during his absence from the city, and 
was forwarded to him at his residence, and was 
only returned yesterday evening. f 

Mr. CALHOUN called the attention of the Sen- 
ate for a few moments to the letter of General 
Harrison, at Zanesville, appended to one of the 
resolutions referred to in the petition, He wished 
the Secretary to read the letter, and for Senators to 
give it an attentive hearing. The letter was in 
support of the compromise act, 


The Secretary then read the resolution and letter 
as follows: f 

Resolved, That when the late Win. H. Harrison was elected 
to the Presidency, under the solemn pledge “that he would 
never revive the tariff, but, on the contrary, would support the 
compromise act, and would never consent to its being altered 
or repealed," we had the strongest assurance that the prom- 
ise of man could afford that our country would be freed.from 
that onerous system—at least ‘during the four years of his © 
Presidency; and those of us who sustained his election upon;the 
faith of those pledges, and co-operated with his party’ under 
the confident expectation that they would be fully redeemed 
cannot but regard with feelings of profound astonishment and 


regret the utter repudiation of those pledges, by the majority 
of the party since his death. ` 


““ZANESVILLE, Nov. 2, 1836, 
“GENTLEMEN: } had the honor, this moment, to receive your 
communication of yesterday. I regret that my remarks of yes- 
terday were misunderstood in relation to tùs iariff system. 
What I meant to convey was, that I had beena warm advocate 
of that system upon its first adoption; that I still believed in 
the benefits it had conferred upon the country; but I certainly 
never bad, nor ever would have, any idea of reviving it. What 
I said was, that T would not agree to the repealas it now stands. 
la other words, I am for supporting the compromise act, and 
never will agree to its being altered or repealed. 4 
“fn relation to the internal improvement system, I refer you 
for my sentiments to my letter to the Hon, Sherrod Williams. 
WM. I. HARRISON. 


“Messrs. DostLer, TAYLOR, and others.” 

Mr. Carwoun observed that the Senate had 
now, in that letter, in the most express and solema 
form, the declaration of General Harrison that he 
never would agree to change or repeal the com- 
promise act. Whatever doubt theie may be as to 
tae course he would have pursued in reference to 
a National Bank, there can be none now as to his 
course in reference to the compromise act. As 
far at least as the question of tariff and adhe- 
rence to the compromise act is concerned, the death 
of General Harrison bas presented to his support- 
ers no impediment that would not exist were he 
living. Were he now alive, he would have acted 
as Mr. Tyler has acted; and, in consistency with 
his own declared principles, he would be bound to 
act as Mr. Tyler is bound to act. The party 
now in power supported General Harrison through." 
out the Presidential canvass, onthe grounds of bis 
acknowledged principles. Here he has placed 
them beyond doubt on ihe vital. question ot tariff: - 
and the comprcmise act; and he (Mr. CALHOUN) 
would submit jt to the gentlemen on- the other 
side, whether they do not stand fledged, by 
the terms of this letter, to the:support of the 
compromise act; and whether that plege would 
not be grossly and. palpably viclated by the 
House. bill now ‘before the Committee on Fi- 
nance. There is in that bill a provision which is 
virtually -a repeal of the compromise act. With 
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amount, by inserting a proviso to the effect that 
the amount to be awarded by the Third Auditor 
shall in no case exceed the sum ascertained to be 
due by one House of Congress. ; 

Mr. WRIGHT said that he had just been in- 
formed that one of the ases included was now 
before the Committe of Claims of the other 
House; and.that that committee had come to ihe 
conclusion to reject the claim. He mentioned this 
merely to show what was the course of legislation 
now being pursued. There was no man who had 
stronger feelings of persenal respect and friendship 
for two of the distinguished claimants than he had; 
yet he coald not ccnsent to such a course of legis- 
lation. He wasin favor of having the action of 
Congress on these claims separately and on their 
merits, and could not consent to have them adjast- 
ed by an Auditor, before such action. , 

Mr. PRESTON made some remarks, showing 
that, by the course now adopted, each claim would 
be acied on by both Houses; that the committee 
of the other House would have an opportunity of 
sifting the claims thoroughly. 

Mr. BUCHANAN inade some remarks against 
the amendment. 

The question was put on the amendment pro- 
posed by Mr. Woopsory, and it was adopted. 

Mr. PRESTON called for a division on his 
amendment, so as to have the question taken on 
the claims separately, and thus to give Senators an 
opportunity to vole on each claim upon its own 
merits. 

Mr. CONRAD made some remarks explanatory 
of his course. He voted the other day against the 
amendment of the Senator from Alabaaia, having 
the same object in view as the amendment now 
before the Senate. For the same reason that he 
then voted against that, he would now vote for this, 
His impression then was, that the claimanis would 
not be willing to have their claims decided by the 
Auditor on the rigid principles proposed. But they 
are willing to sacrifice a portion of their interest, 
rather than submit to the delay consequent to_the 
movements of Congress. 


Mr. WHITE. moved an amendment to the 
amendment, which was agreed to; providing that 
the claims should be settled on the principles of the 
act of 1816. 


Messrs. SEVIER, PRESTON, and BERRIEN, 
made some further remarks in favor of the amend- 
ment; and Messrs. MERRICK and WRIGHT 
against ıt; and the latter Senator demanded the 
yeas and nays on the amendment, which were or- 
dered, 

The question was then put on the amendment, 
including the claim of Mr. Hernandez only; and 
decided in the affirmative—yeas 28, nays 12, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bagby, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Benton, 
Berrien, Calhoun, Choate, Conrad, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Evans, 
Fulton, Kerr, King, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Phelps, Pres- 
ton, Rives, Sevier, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sturgeon, 
Walker, White, and Young—28. 

NAYS—Messrs, Archer, Buchanan, Clayton, Graham, Hun. 
tington, Linn, McRoberts, Porter, Wilcox, Woodbridge, Wood- 
bury, and Wright—12, 

The question was put on including the claim 
of General D. L. Clinch; and it was decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 27, nays 12. ` 

The question was then put on incleding the 
cłaim of Balow; and it was decided in the afirma- 
tive—yeas 19, nays 17. 

Mr. CALHOUN remarked that he voted for the 
claims in this manner, because he believed the 
Third Auditor was more inclined to lean towards 
the Government than the Senate itself ; and that 
the claims would be more closely scrutinized than 
they would be if left to the action of the commit- 
tees, or of Congress. He believed the interests of 
the Government would be more closely watched 
by the Auditor. 

The question was then 
claim of James Williams, 
alive—yeas 16, nays 11. i 

The question was then put on including the 
claim of Gad Humphreys; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 15, nays 12, 

The claim of the heir of John H. Melntosh 
was also inserted. . 

After some remarks by Messrs. CALHOUN 


what consisieney can that provision be supported 
by those who stand pledged to General Harrison’s 
principles upon the subject, so unequivocally ex- 
pressed in the letier just read? : i 

He moved to lay the petitions and accompany: . 
ing decuments on the table, and that they be 
printed. : 

Mr. CRITTENDEN denied that there was any- 
thing in: General Hairison’s leiter inconsistent 
with the course which Mr. Clay ani his friends 
had always pursued with respect to the compro- 
mise act, He went at much length into the sub- 


ject. ; 

Mr. CALHOUN replied with great animation. 

An exciting debate arose, which occupied the 
atfention o ‘the Senate for upwards of two hours, 
It is not possible to write it out for this evening's 
paper, and the publication of it is unavoidably 
postponed. 

In consequence of a partially expressed allusion, 
(to which Mr. CALHOUN was prompte, while in 
the heat of debate, on hearing what he conceived | 
to be remarks, in conversation, addressed by Mr. 
Preston to Mr. CRITTENDEN, and supposed to be 
applied to kim, but which allusion Mr. CALHOUN 
instantly checked himself from proceeding with,) 
Mr. PRESTON was incidentally drawn into the 
discussion, and the debate took somewhat of a per- 
sonal tura. Explanations, however, closed the 
discussion; and the petitions and papers were laid 
on the table, and the question of printing was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Printing, 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, 
to which had been referred House bill for the res 
lief of the president and directors of the Agricultu- 
ral Bank of Mississippi, reported the sarne back 
without amendment. 

Mr. WILCOX, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, reported back, without amendment, 
Senate bill for the settlement of the claims of New 
Hampshire against the -United States. 


Mr. BATES, from the Commiltee on Pensions, 
xeported a bill making compensation to pension 
agents; which was read, and ordered to a second 
Yeading. ; 

The bill providing for the settlement and armed 
occupation of Florida, having been returned from 
the Huuse with amendments, was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, 


_ On motion of Mr. PRESTON, the previous 
orders of the day were fastponed, for the purpose 
of taking up the bill Providing for the settlement 
of the claims for property destroyed by reason of 
tbe military occupation of Florida. 

The vote ordering this Lillto be engrossed for a 
third reading was, on the motion of Mr. CONRAD, 
Teconsidered_ on Monday last, with a view of re- 
considering the vote rejecting (he amendment of 
Mr. King, providing for the settlement, by the Au- 
ditor of the Treasury, of all claims that had been 
passer, upon favorably by either House of Con- 
grers, 

„ Mr. PRESTON moved to. amend the bill by add- 
dng the following as an additional Section. 


«Be it further enacted, That the claims of Joseph M. E : 
dez, General D. Clinch, the heirs of J, J. Baloo” the fa 
James Williams and Gad Humphreys, which have been here- 
tofore favorably acted on by the committees of Congress, be 
audited and adjusted in the mamner herein prescribed, and 
the amount found due paid out of any money in the treasury 
not otherwise appropriated. 


Mr. PRESTON remarked that all these claims 
had been examined, and passed either one House 
or the other. One or two of them had passed the 
Senate at least three times, and failed in the other 
House for want of time to act upon them, 

Mr. PHELPS moved to lay the bill on the ta- 
ble; but the motion was disagreed to—ayes 13 
noes 15, , 

Mr. MERRICK made 
the case of Bulow, which, he said, did not meet the 
favorable consideration of the Committee on 
Claims when be was on that committee. 

Messrs. WRIGHT and HUNTINGTON made 
some remarks against giving one class of these 
claimants a preference over another class, 

Mr. BERRIEN made some remarks in favor of © 
the amendment. 

Mr. WOODBURY moved to amend the amend- 
ment, with a view to place some limitation on the 


some remarks against 


put on inelading the 
and decided in the affirm. 
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and LINN on a sùggestion whether the course now 


| pursued wottld and ought to bar a futare applica- 


tion to Congress by the claimants, if they should be 
dissatistied with the award of the Auditor, 

Mr. WRIGHT demanded the yeas and nays on 
the amendment as amended; which were ordered, 
and the question being put, the amendment was 
agreed io—yeas 18, nays 13, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Benton, Berrien, 
Calhoun, Choate, Conrad, Crafts, Fulton, Kerr, Mangum, Mil- 
ler, Preston, Rives, Sevier, Simmons, Walker, and Young—19. 

NaYS—Messrs. Buchanan, Clayton, Graham, Huntington, 
Linn, McRoberts, Merrick, Phelps, Porter, Smith of Indiana, 
Tappan, Wilcox, Woodbridge, Woodbury, and Wright—J5. 

The bill was then ordered to be exgrossed for a 
third reading. 

TUE TARIFF. ; 

"Mr. EVANS, from the Commitee on Finance, 
reported back to the Senate, with humerous amend- 
menis, the tariff billfrom the Heusr; which were 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BUCHANAN, if it was convenient for the 
chairman of the Committee on Finance to answer 
it, would put a question to bim. He wouid like 
to know- on what day it was his intention te cail 
up the bill, f y 

Mr. EVANS thought on Saturday next; but, at 
the suggestion of several, i 

Mr. E. moved to make the biil tbe special order 
of the day for Monday next. Agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. CONRAD, the Senate then 
proceeded to the consideration of executive busi- 
ness; and, afier some time spent therein, 

Adjourned, : 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Trurspay, July 21, 1842. 


Mr. FILLMORE asked that reports from com- 
mittees might be called for during the morning 
hour. 

Mr. ARNOLD said be woit!d not object, if he 
were permitted to introduces his bill, which he had 
repeatedly attempted to present. [It was under- 
stood to be a bill to diminish the pay of members 
of Congress, 

Mr. FILLMORE said he understood that reports 
were in order. l 

Mr. ROOSEVELT claimed the right io the 
residue of the bour whieh he had partially occu- 
pied on a previous day, in a discussion of a report 
from the Judiciary Committee on the propriety of 
extending the bankrupt law to banking companies. 

Mr. ARNOLD moved the suspension of the 
rules, for the purpose of receiving bis bill, which, 
he said, was the most important of the session, if 
not of the age, 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON asked if there was net 
a point of order to be desided. 

Mr. ADAMS rose almost simultaveously, and 
presented a memorial of Aaron Leggett, of the 
State of New York, praying remuneration and 
redress for a steambcat destroyed by, and ill-tréat- 
ment received from, the Mexicans at Frontera, in 
Mexico, in the year 1832; which was referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations, and ordered 
to be printed. ; f 

Fhe question then came up io which Mr, W. 
C. Jcunson alluded. When the bill providing for 
the armed occupation of F'iorida passed, a few 
days ago, My. Pickens moved a reconsideration, 
and was about to move the Previous question; but 
a motion to adjourn was made and eariied, and, 
subsequently, Mr. Pickens withdrew his motion. 
The question now for decision was whether he had 
the right to withdraw that motion. 

The SPEAKER. decided that, as no member 
had called for a decision on the motion, he had the 
right to withdraw it. 

Mr. BRIGGS, after an irregular conversation 
amongst several members, appealed from the de- 
cision of the Chair. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL moved to Jay the ap- 
peal on the table; on which the yeas and nays were 
demanded and orderedthe result of which was: 
yeas 93, nays 79. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT’ then resumed his speech on 
the extension’ off the’ baskrant law to banking in- 
corporations, His bject, he said, was to procure 
an expression of Yopinion from all sides of the 
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Honse on this very im patant question—very im- Resolved, That the report be recommitted, with instructions 


portaat as toa leading interest of the country; and 
he proceeded to show why the extension of the 
bankrupt law was just abd ednstitutional. 
_ What, he asked, was thectrue character of the 
debtor corporation, undertopr institutions? As the 
stockholder was not made:fiable, what was the real 
liability? Why, if the bagkrupt law were extended 
to these associations, in the exigency of its applica- 
ton, it would consist, in nine cases out of ten, of a 
body of promissory notes held by the corporation, 
against a number of individuals, consisting mainly 
of the officers and friends of the institution, or of 
the friends of its officers. And was there anything 
in the Constitution to exempt that class from la- 
bility? Why shouid the debtors to these institutions 
be permitted to roam at large, and defy any inter- 
ference, while the debtors of individuais were to be 
held liable? He should think this consideration 
would satis'y the House that the law should be 
“extended to these incorporations. But they had a 
duty to discharge, besides passing a bankrupt law. 
The Constitution d clared that Congress, and Con- 
gress only, should have the power—and the objcet 
could only be accomplished by the exercise of that 
power—!o regulate the value of money of the 
United States. How were they to do this? 
Were they to say that they could do it by 
affixing a uniform siamp on their issues? That 
deetrine might have done in the dark or mid- 
dle ages, but it would not do noy. Money meant 
every species of money—not merely goid, silver, 
and copper, but paper also. If, then, it was the 
duty of Congress to regulate money; was it not its 
duty to prevent the exercise of a power elsewhere, 
which, in effect, destroys the regniation of the 
standard of value, so far as ils pecuniary value 
was concerned? Could it be supposed that the 
framers of the Constituticn, every line of which 
_was pregnant with foresight, intended that they 
should be content with a mere form of words? 
Could it be imagined that those wise men intended 
thai there should be such a state of things as was 
now found to exist—one siandard in one State, 
and a widely different one in another? and even a 
variation.on the opposite sides of a river of from 
1 to 50 per cent. in-the value of the dollar, so 
called? No; they intended the power given 19 Cou- 
gress to be carried out in some way or other. 

Je then procecded to point out exercises of 
power under the Constitution, which would justify 
the enactinent which he advocated. 

Mr. R. referred to another provision in the Con- 
stitution which was violated by the irregularities 
of the banking system, and that was: tha! no State 
shall pass any law impainng the obligation of con- 
tracts. The expansicns and contractions of the 
circulating medium—contracts being made when 
the circulation was bigti, and enforeed when it was 
low—operated as a perfect violation of that provis- 
ion in the Constitution. Mr. R, went on to show 
that Gongress was not performing its duty when 
it neglected to provide egainst such a state of 
things; and that it was not (as bound to do by the 
Constitution.) regulating the value of the money of 
the United State: nor the commerce of the United 
Siates, while it suffered such disorders in the cur- 
reney to preva ovghout the land. Mr. R. next 
went on to show the injaricus effets that the ex- 
pansions and contractions of the banks had on the 
gnanufaciuring interesis of the ecuntry, and that 
while the manufacturers were vainly seeking a 
remedy through a high tariff, the only way to cure 
the evil was to apply the bankrept system to the 
banks, and thas pat it out cf their power fo cause 
those fluctuations which have proved so injurious 
to the manufacturing interest. 

Anxious to take the sense of the House on this 
question, he had prepared a resolution as a substi- 
tate for that of the Judiciary Committee, and be 
would now submit it to the House. He had sub- 
mitted jt to several members of both political par- 
ties, who now agreed with him in the propriety of 
subjecting moneyed corporations to the provisions 
of the bankrup! system; and he hoped that the 
question would be taken on it atonce. Mr. R. 
then read the following resolution as a substitute, 
by way of amendment, to the resolution of the 
Judiciary Committee: 


to the Committee on the Judiciary to prepare a bill, to take ef 
fect within a reasonable time from the passage of it into alaw, 
containing a uniform system of bankruptcy, applicable to 
moneyed corporations, to be reported to Congress at its next 
session. 


Mr. R., after a few more remarks, concluded by 
moving the previous question. 

Mr. BARNARD moved to lay the whole sub- 
ject on the table. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT said that, as this would be a 
test question, he would cali for the yeas and nays. 

‘The yeas and nays were accordingly ordered; 
and, on taking the question, it resulted in yeas 76, 
nays 103, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Arnold, Babcock, Barnard, Barton, Black, 
Blair, Boardman, Botts, Briggs, Brockway, Milton Brown, Jere- 
miah Brown, Burnell, Sampson H. Butler, William Butler, 
Calhoun, John Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, 
Childs, Chittenden, John C. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, James 
Cooper, Cross, Deberry, Fillmore, Gamble, Gentry, Giddings, 


Gilmer, Granger, Houston, Howard, Joseph R. Ingersoll, 
Times, Isaac D. Jones, John P. Kennedy, King, Lewis, Linn, 


- Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Moore, Morgan, Mor- 


row, Osborne, Owsley, Pope, Powell, Ramsey, Randall, 
Ridgway, Rodney, W. Russell, J. M. Russell, Truman Smith, 
Alexander H. H. Stuart, John T. Stuart, Summers, Taliaferro, 
John B. Thompson, Richard W. 'Fhompson, Toland, Tom- 
linson, Triplett, Trumbull, Warren, Washington, Edward D. 
White, Joseph L. White, Christopher H. Williams, Yorke, 
Augustus Young, and John Young—76. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Landaff W. Andrews, Sher- 
jock J. Andrews, Arrington, Atherton, Bidlack, Birdseye, Bor- 
den, Boyd, Brewster, Bronson, Aaron V. Brown, Charles 
Brown, Burke, William O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick 
C. Caldwell, William B. Cawphell, Cary, Casey, Clifford, Mark 
A, Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Cushing, Garrett Da- 
vis, Richard D. Davis, Dean, Doan, Doig, Eastman, John ©. 
Edwards, Egbert, Fessenden, John G, Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, 
Fornance, A. L. Foster, Gerry, Goggin, Patrick G. Goode, 
William O. Goode, Gordon, Graham, Gustine, Harris, Hays, 
Nlopkins, Houck, Hudson, Charles J. Ingersoll, William W. 
Irwin, Wm. Cost Johnson, Cave Johnson, Keim, Littlefield, 
Abraham McClellan, Robert McClellan, McKay, McKeon, 
Marchand, Alfred Marshall, Samson Mason, Mathews, Medill, 
Miller, Mitchell, Morris, Newhard, Parmenter, Patridge, Pen- 
Gleton, Plumer, Read, Reding, Rencher, Reynolds, Riggs, 
Rogers, Roosevelt, Sanford, Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, 
Shields, Snyder, Sprigg, Stanly, Steenrod, Stokely, Sweney, 
Jacob Thompson, Lilliaghast. Turney, Van Buren, Wallace, 
Ward, Weller, James W. Williams, Joseph L. Wiliams, 
and Wise—103. 

So the House refused to lay the resolution on the 
table. 

The previous question on Mr. RooseveLrT’s mo- 
tion having been seconded by the House, and the 
main question ordered— 

The yeas and nays on the main question were 
called for by sevetal, and ordered. 


The SPEAKER said the main question would 
be on the adoption of the report and resolution of 
the Committee on the Judiciary, the previous ques- 
tion cutting off the instructions. 


Mr. ARNOLD moved to lay the report and res- 
olution on the table; which question was decided 
in the negative: yeas 77, nays 103. 


Mr. FILLMORE hoped that one hour would be 
appropriated to the reception of reporis from 
committees which would not cause debate. 


Afer some opposition and debate, in which 
Messrs. W.C. JOHANSON, ARNOLD, and POPE 
took part, the suggestion was assented to, and com- 
mitlees were called on for reports. 


Mr. CUSHING, from the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of A. H. 
Everett: referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House, . 

Mr. CUSHING, also, made adverse repor's 
upon the claim of the trustees of the former house 
of Lafitte, Paris, and the elaim of Cornelius P. Van 
Ness, late Minister to Spain. 

Mr. J. COOPER, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, reported a bill for the appointment of 
commissioners to ascertain the persons entitied to 
reservations of land under the 14th and 19.b sr- 
ticles of Dancing Rabbit creek treaty: referred to 
the Commitee of the Whole House. 

Mr. COOPER of Pennsylvania asked Irave to 
make » report uzon the letter of the Secretary of 
War, declining to answer a resolution of the 
House calling on him for information in relation 
to the frauds said to have been committed on the 
Cherokee Indians. He moved that the report be 
received and printed. 

Mr. WISE objected. Debate wouldarise. He 
himself intended to debate the report. 

Mr. COOPER moved the previous question on 
the motion to print. 


Mr. WISE said he would not be cut off in that 
way. f 

Mr. FILLMORE hoped that the report would be 
laid over until to-morrow. . 

Mr. S. MASON asked if, in reason and justice, 
there ought to be a rule which would put it in the 
power of any one member to defeat action on this 
question? 

Mr. WISE. But there és a rule. 

Mr. S. MASON said he would not be a party to 
any such paltry arrangement. 

The SPEAKER decided that the report could 
not be received. 

Mr. COOPER then withdrew it, 

Mr. CHITTENDEN, from the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, reported without amendment ‘the 
Senate bill entitled An act for the relief of the le- 
gal representatives of Jobn Scott: referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the re- 
lief of George Rouse: referred to the Commitee of 
the Whole House. ¢ 

Mr, FORNANCE, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of Elizabeth Hlills- 
man, ; 

Mr. RODNEY reported bills for the relief of 
W. Martin and A. Van Horn: referred to the Com- 
mitiee of the Whole House. 

Mr. BABCOCK reported, from the Committee 
on Revolutionary Pensions, a bilt fer the relief of 
Esther Auga', and a bill for the relief of W. Wil- 
lis: referred to the Commiitee of the Whele 
Hause, 

Mr. FORNANCKE, from the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Pensions, made an adverse report upon 
the petition of John Bercham. 3 


Mr. TALIAFERRO, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions, made an adverse report 
upon the petition of Mary Lyon. 

Mr. RAKER reported adversely upon the peti- 
tion of Elizabeth Crandon, 

Mr. BAKER, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, reported a biil granting a pension 
to John Peak, and a bill granting a pension to 
Israel Thomas: referred. s 

Mr. JONES of Mary'and, from the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions, made adverse reports upon 
ne petitions of Joseph Brown and Josiah West- 
lake. 

Mr. W. W.IRWIN, from the Committee on 
Roads and Canals, reported a bill “making appro- 
priation for continuing the improvement of the 
navigation of the Hudson, Onjo, Mississippi, Mis- 
souri, Wabash, Arkansas, and Red rivers, and of 
the harbor of St. Louis, in the State of Missouri.’ 

Mr. HOLMES proposed to add “and the Atlan- 
tic ecean” to the title of the bill. 

The bill was referred. 

Mr. R. MeCLELLAN, from the Committee on 
Patents, reported a bill for the relief of Charles M. 
Keller. 


Mr. MARCHAND, from the Library Commit- 
tee, reporied a resolution directing the sum of 
$304 to be paid out of the contingent™fund of the 
House, to the widow and children of the late David 
Dimeck, jr, beisg the amount which be weuld 
have received from the 6th of December, 1841, to 
the 13th January, 1842, the day of bis death. 


Mr. STANLY called for the yeas and nays on 
the adoption of the resolution, It was adopted— 
yeas 102, nays 33, as follows: 


YEAS,—Messrs. Adams, Sherlock J. Andrews, Babcock, 
Baker, Barton, Bidlack, Biair, Boardman, Borden, Botts, 
Beewsier, Briggs, Aaron V, Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, | 
William B. Campbell, Phomas J. Campbell, Casey, Chitten- 
den, John C, Clark, Staley N. Clarke, James Cooper, Cranston, 
Cravens, Cross, Cushing, Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, 
Doig, Filmore, John G. Floyd, Fornance, Gerry, Giddings, 
Goggin, Patrick G Goode, Gordon, Granger, Gustine, Harris, 
Hays, Houck, Howard, Hubard, Charles J. Ingersoll, William 
W. Irwin, James, Keim, John P. Kennedy, Linn, Littlefield, 
Abraham McClellan, Robert McClellan, McKeon, Marchand, 
Alfred Marshall, Thomas F. Marshall, Samson Mason, Mathiot, 
Mathews, Maxwell, Maynard, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, New- 
hard, Osborne, Owsley, Parmenter, Patridge, Pendleton, Plum. 
er, Powell, Ramsay, Alexander Randall, Read, Rencher, Ridg- 
way, Riggs, Rodney, William Russell, James M, Russell, San- 
ford, Shields, Truman Smith, Sprigg, Stanly, Alexander H. 
H. Stuart, John T. Stuart, Summers, Taliaferro, John B. 
Thompson, Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, Turney, Van Buren, 
Ward, Chr'stopher B. Williams, Wise, Yorke, Augustug 
Young, and John Young—~ 102, E 


frat à tton, Bowne, Boyd, Bronson, 
anne Be ler aAa Galdwell, Caruthers, Mark 
A. Cooper, Cowen, Doan, John: C. Edwards, Charles A. Floyd, 
Gamble, William O. Goode, Graham, Hastings, Hop- 
kins, Isaac D. Jones, McKay, John ‘Thomson Mason, Mat- 
tocks, Medill, Meriwether, Pope, Reding. Reynolds, Saunders, 
Shepperd, Steenrod; Sweney, ‘Warren, and Weller—33. 

' Oà motion of Mr. FILLMORE, a resolution re- 
ported by him from the Committee of Ways and 
Means was adopted, calling on the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury to ascertain the quantity of saccharine 
matter in different kinds of sugar, with a view to. 
the more proper adjustment of the duty thereon. 

Mr. F. also reported, from the Committee of 
‘Ways and Means, a bill “making an appropria- 
tion for the Cumberland road in the States of Ohio, 
Indiana, and Iilinois, and for certain harbors:” 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
siate of the Union. á 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, from ‘the Committee 
of Ways and Means, reported a bill making ap- 
propriations for such officers as were not provided 
for in the general appropriation bill; and also for 
certain incidental expenses of the departments: re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. 8. MASON, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill, which had been passed by the Senate, 
fixing the value of the pound sterling. 

At his suggestion, the bill was now considered, 
and passed.. [It fixes the value of a pound at 
$4 84.) 

Mr. S. MASON also reported a resolution in- 
structing the Committce of Ways and Means to 
inquire into the expediency of changing the time 
for the meeting of Congress from the first Monday 
in December to the same day in November; also 
the expediency of chauging the compensation of 
members of Congress, allowing them a compensa- 
tion of only $6 per day at the end cf the first six 
months of each session. 

Mr. WISE objected to the reception of the res- 
olution. The Committee of Ways and Means 
had nothing to do with the subject, and should not 
have interfered on this occasion. 

Mr. S. MASON replied, and contended that the 
subject was properly within the province of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, 

The resolution was not received. 

Mr. COWEN, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported a Senate bill for the settlement and pay- 
ment of certain claims in the State of Alabama: re- 
ferred. 

Mr. COWEN also reported a bill to provide for 
the payment of horses and equipage for volunteers 
ja certain cases: referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

He also reported a joint resolution, which had 
been adopted by the Senate, adding another to the 
standing rules of the two Houses, and prohibiting 
claims once rejected from being again presented, 
except under certain regulations. 

Mr. WISE opposed the resolution, and it was 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. JAMES W. WILLIAMS, from the Com- 
mittee of Claims, reported a bill to provide for the 
settlement of claims for losses of property by 
reason of iis military occupation in the Territory 
of Florida. lt was read twice, and committed to 
the Commitee of the Whole. 

Mr, TOMLINSON, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of Dexter Hungerford; 
which was read twice, and committed. 

Mr. J. C. CLARK, from the Committee on , 
Commerce, moved the printing of a commsnica- 
tion which that committee had received from the 

superintendent of light-houses. Objection was 
made, and therefore the motion was not agreed to. | 

Mr. SHERLOCK J. ANDREWS, from the 
same committee, reporied a bill to change the name 
of a port of entry oa Laks Erie from Portland to 
that of Sandusky. ‘Phe bill was read hree times, 

and passed. 

Mr. CASEY, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, regerted a bili for the relief of kabela Hill, 
widow, aod others, The bill was read twice, and | 
committed. f 
oo Mr BREWSTER, from the same committee, , 

‘Yeported a bill for the relief cf Joseph Hover and | 
Abeian Gathrie. It was read twice, and come i 
an ted. j | 
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Mr. BRIGGS, from the Committee cn the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported a bil] to authorize 
the chief clerk of the Seeretary of State to frank 
public official documents. It was read twice, and 
committed. : a 

Mr. OWSLEY, from the same committee, 10- 
troduced a bill-for the relief of Peters, Moore, & 
Co.; which was read twice, and commited. . 

Mr. BARNARD, from the Judiciary Commit- 
tee, to which were referred a letter from the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, anda paper from the Attor- 
ney General, on the sabject of the laws laying du- 
ties on imports, made a report, which he muved 
shouid be laid on the table, and be printed; and on 

- this motion he moved the previous question. 

Mr. WISE intimated bs desire to debate this 
report, and consequently it was not received. 

Mr. BARNARD, from the Judiciary Commit- 
tee, submitted a resolution relative to the jurisdic- 
tion of the courts of Iowa and Wisconsin in cases 
of baakruptey; which was laid on the table, and 
ordered te be printed. ; 

He also reported a Senate bill entitled An act 
farther supplementary to an act to establish the 
judicial courts of the United States; and another 
entitled An act to provide for the reports of the de- 
cisions of the Supreme Court of the United States; 
without amendment. 

Mr. SAUNDERS, from the Judiciary Com- 
mittee, reported, without amendment, the Senate 
bill: for the relief of J. K. Teft, administrator of 
Francis Didier Petit de Villers, deceased. 

Mr. MAXWELL, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of Richard Coke; 
which was read and committed. 

Mr. PARMENTER, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, made a variety of adverse 
reports. 

Mr. J. T. STUART, from the Commitee on 
Public Expenditures, made a report respecting the 
office of military storekeeper at Frankford. 

Mr. PENDLETON, from a select committee, 
wished to make a report respecting a war steamer 
for the lakes. 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN said that was de- 
batable; and therefore it was not received. 

Mr. G. DAVIS, from a select committee, de- 
sired to make a report, the subjecy of which was 
not heard. 

Mr. CUSHING, Mr. WISE, Mr. SPRIGG, and 
others, objected; and therefore it was not received. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee for 
the District of Columbia, reported back the Senate 
bill to provide an insane hospital for the District 
of Columbia. 4 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. FILLMORE (all the committees having 
been called for reports) offered a resolution, to fix 
12 o'clock to-morrow for the termination of all de 

- bate in Committee of the Whole on the naval ap- 
propriation bill, with the amendments of the Sen- 
ate thereto. Fle said the bil had béen under con- 
sideration some weeks, and he'submitted this reso- 
lution for the purpose of disposing of that bill to- 
morrow; and he called for the previous question on 
his motion. 

Mr..CAVE JOHNSON moved to lay the reso. 
lution on the table. He asked for the yeas and 
nays thereon, which were ordered, and resulted as 
follows—yeas 78, nays 84. 

The question then recurred on the motion for 
the previous question, which was sustained by the 
House. 

Mr. RHETT called for the yeas and nays on the 
adoption of the resolution; which were ordered, and 
resulied as follows-~yeas 90, nays 71. So the 
resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the Honse resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole; but, at tae so- 
licitation of several gentlemen, he gave way, that 
the Territorial bills, acted upon in Committee of the 
Who'e daring the last three days, might be put 
upon their passage. 

The following bills were accordingly read a third 
time, aod passed: 

A bill granting to the county of Johnson, in the 
Yerrbory of Iowa, the right of pre-emp‘ion. 

The bill to provide for the completion of the pen- 
itentiary in the Territory of Iowa, 


the rear of. the sea-wall at St. Augustine. 


Toe bill making appropriations for the comple- 


tion of the public buildings in Florida. 

The bill making additional appropriations for 
the expenses of the Territorial Government of 
Florida. 

The bill granting a quantity of land for the im- 
provement of Grand river, in the Territory of 
Towa. 

The act authorizing the county commissioners 
of Linn county, Iowa, to enter, by legal subdi- 
visions, a quantity cf land on which the county 
seat was located. 

The House then resolved itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
Saunpers of North Carolina in the chair,) and re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill making appro- 
priations for the naval service for the year 1842, 


which had been returned from the Senate with 


amendments. 

Mr. CUSHING said that he bad been instructed 
by the Select Commiitee on the Currency to move 
id take up the exchequer bill. His object was to 
obtain the sense of the House as to whether it shall 
be acted on at this session. 

The CHAIR, at the suggestion of Mr, FILL- 
Mork, said that the naval appropriation bill was 
properly before the committee; it having been post- 
poned for the purpose of taking up the tariff bill. 
The Cuar then stated that the first question was, 


on concurring with the amendment of the Senate - 


striking out $335,000, and inserting $800,000, so 
as to make the appropriation read $2,800,000. 

Mr. WISE (chairman of the Naval Committee) 
addressed the committee at length in favor of the 
amendment. Mr. W. first replied to the objec- 
tions raised by Mr. Apams, that a disproportionate 
number of officers had been appointed from Vir- 
ginia, Maryland, and the District of Columbia, as 
compared with Massachusetts and other States. 
He believed the fact to be true, as stated by the 
gentleman, that the States of Virginia and Maryland 


and the District of Columbia bad had an over-share . 


of the appointments, and that there was a wrong 
in it; but he submitied to the committee whether 
it was such a wrong as should prevent the appro- 
priations from being made. He wished, however, 
to call the attention of the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts to the fact, tha: the over-proportion of 
commanders and lieutenants which he complained 
of could not exist, unless there had been an over-pro- 
portion of midshipmen appointed from those States. 
Now, it so happened that the commanders and 
lieutenants waiting ‘promotions were appointed 
midshipmen in the years 1824 and 1825, when the 
gentleman from Massachusetts himself, as President 
of the United States, had the making of the ap- 
pointments; so that, if there was a wrong in it, it 
should be laid at the door of the gentleman him- 
self, who now made these complaints. 


The gentleman, by turning to the navy list, 
would find that all these lieutenants and command- 
ers—an over-proportion of whom, he complained, 
were from Virginia, Maryland, and the District of 
Columbia—were appointed midshipmen by him- 
self, during the years 1824 and 1825. This was 
not the first time that complaints had been made of 
too many appointments being given to Virginia. 
The complaint was first made by Aaron Burr, in a 
letter written to his son-in-law, Mr. Alston, wherein 
he speaks of the Virginia dynasty. Another 
source of the gentleman’s objections to Virginia 
appointments was the abolition feeling, with which 
he was so largely imbued. In 1824—25, the num- 
ber of midsbipmen appointed was 327—of which 
111 were from Virgivia, Maryland, and the Dis- 
trict of Golumbia. If this was wrong, it was not 
the fault of those States—for all were pressing 
for appointments—but the fauit of the honorable gen- 
tileman who now made thecomplaint. During those 
years, when lIl of the 327 were appointed from 
Virginia, Mary land,and the District, only 9 were ap- 
pointed from Massachusetts. Tae gentleman told 


the House, witha sneer, that there were no chap- ` 


lains from Virginia; and the remark caused a con- 
siderable degree cf merriment among his friends 
and adwirers, But (said Mr. W.) of the six pursers 
appointed by him, five were trom Maryland, and 


The bill to provide for filling up the ground im 


a a S 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


O hy% 


one from Virginia; so’ that, if we bad not the men of 
God with us, we had, according to the gentleman’s 
opinion, the men of honor and honesty. The 
gentleman had committed the common fault of 
gourting his enemies; but Virginia had always 
voted the old Democratic ticket; and if he had 
given her the whole 327 appointments, instead of 
111, she would still have voted against his re-clec- 
tion. The gentleman should be the last to speak 
of Virginia ascendancy, for it was throvgh her 
Democratic Presidents that he had gained all his 
honors. All the high stations he had filled had been 
conferred onhim by Virginia Presidents; but though 
he might have the certificates of Washington, 
Madison, and Monroe, they never could have ac- 
quired for him the confidence cf the people «f Vir- 
ginia. Was it because the gen:leman was disap- 
pointed, that he now turned round and showed his, 
hostility to the State of Virginia? 


There was another error into which the genile- 
man from Massachusetts had fallen. He stated 
that Massachusetts bad the largest proportion of 
common sailors in the navy, and should, there- 
fore, have the greatest share of the officers, ‘There 
the gentleman was mistaken.. It was true that 
Massachusetts had the largest mercantile marine, 
and the largest number of sailors, but they were 
not enlisted in the navy of the United States. It 
was strange to tell, thatat New Orleans and Buf- 
falo, on the lakes, the greatest number of men 
were enlisted. It was, also, a melancholy fact, 
that a majority of the sailors in the navy were 
foreigners, notwithstanding there was a law against 
their enlistment. The sailors of Massachusetts 
were better employed in the fisheries than to enlist 
in the navy, and be satisfied with the slender pay 
and cat-o’-nine-tails of the United States service. 
His distriet had nearly the whole number of the 
sailors of the Siate of Virginia, but they were too 
profitably employed to enlist in the navy; many of 
them owning their own vessels, and making $500 
ayear. It wasnotuntil a war came, when the 
native sailors, driven from their accustomed pur- 
suits, would enter into our naval service. 

Mr. W. then entered into a refutation of the 
Statements of the gentleman from Georgia, (Mr. 
MERIWerntR,] examining into his calculations, 
and arguing to show that he had commitied great 
errors in the views taken by him of the Secretary 
of the Navy’s report. 

He would say a few words in reply to the gen- 
tleman from the city of Philadelphia [Mr. Caas. 
Brown. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL said that no member 
from the city of Philadelphia had opposed the 
navy. 

Mr. WISE said he was glad to be corrected. 
Tt was not a gentleman from the city, but one from 
the suburbs, of Philadelphia—he member of the 
faubourg St, Antoine, That gentleman [Mr. 
C. Brown] had warned the navy that the next 
Congress would be composed of Western men, 
who would not feel the same pride in the navy as 
was felt by us—not so muchas we felt. Whom did 
the gentleman mean by we? If cthers had no more 
pride than he, the navy would die—no ships would 
be commissioned—no promotions made—no ves- 
sels launched, and all the workmen discharged. 
The sound of the hammer wouid no longer be 
heard, and distress would pervade the homes of 
the workmen. 

He repiied to the objections urged by the gentle. 
man from Pennsylvania [Mr. Coarnurs Brows] 
to the present administration of the navy. The 
first objection was, that the middies were teo smail, 
and that they wore Jong hair; and the second, that 
they were educated. The gentleman had toid the 
House that he had been not only onee a skipper, 
bat.also a schcolmaster. All he (Mr. W.) had to 
say was, that the gentleman was like Gold:mith’s 
schoolmaster, ‘Fhe only fault of that personage 
(said Mr. W., afier quoting a few lines from the 
Deserted Village) was too much learning. He 
feared it wever would be said of the gentleman, 
that. the wonder was “that one small head could 
carry all he knew.” 

Mr. C. BROWN, I made no such argument as 
has been atiributed to me. [said that the appren- 
tices and midshipmen should be educated alike. 


Mr. WISE continued, and said that both had 
their schoolmasters. ‘The schoolmaster, the chap- 
lain, the tutor, were on every ship. The day was 
past when people wondered that a schoolmaster 
could “write and cipher too.” The gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. C. Brown] he thought did 
not cipher very well ín his estimates and calcula- 
Uons pat forth in relation to this bill, and the ap- 
propriations required for the support of the navy. 

The gentleman bad denounced the naval ap- 
Prentice system. Who was its author? Whose 
glory or shame was ii? General Jackson’s. Twat 
man of military knowledge and experience recom- 
mended it. It was reported upon by Mr. Jarvis of 
Maine, as good a Democrat as the genileman from 
Pennsylvania. Now, however, the House was 
told, in effect, that Jackson and Jarvis were aristo- 
crats. This skipper and schoolmaster from Penn- 
sylvania tells us that the apprentice system is aris- 
locratic, anti-democratic, and a mere press-gang 
system. 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN pose, he said, to ask 


‘the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Wise] if he was 


the author of, or would stand sponsor for, certain 
newspaper essays wrilten over the signature of “A 
Friend to the Navy.” He asked this, because the 
gentieman had introduced them into his speech as 
a refutation of a statement made by himself, (Mr. 
B.) For if he was the author, or did so stand 
sponsor, he (Mr. B.) pledged himself to show to 
the House, and to the country, that those essays 
were the basest fictions ever attempted to be im- 
pused upon any community, although they bore the 
stamp of the Navy Department upon them. 

Mr. WISE said he was not the author, and did 
not know who was; neither did be know that they 
bore the stamp of the department; but he consider- 
ed the essays not so far wiong as the statements of 
the gentleman. 


Mr. BROWN said all he asked was for a re- 
sponsible father to the essays, to prove them all he 
stated As the gentleman from Virginia had used 
them as authority, he (Mr. B.) supposed be would, 
if he was not the author, at least adopt them; but 
as the genileman disowned them, and would not 
endorse them as true, he had nothing to say about 


them. All he wanted was a responsible father for 
them. He would not debate them with a man of 
straw. 


Here Mr. BURNELL obtained tha floor, and 
was about to address the committee, but was inter- 
rupted on the ground that he had hitherto spoken 
on the question before the commitiee. After some 
discussion on points of order, embracing the ques- 
tion of who was entitled to speak. in which Messrs. 
STANLY, ADAMS, WELLER, W. C. JOHN: 
SON, McKEON, FILLMORE, and J. P. KEN- 
NEDY took part, it was decided that Mr. B. could 
not speak. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON then addressed ‘the 
commitiee for some time, in opposition to the 
amendment of the Senate, and in favor of the re- 
duced appropriation. 

He was replied to by Mr. CUSHING, who 
defended the Secretary of the Navy and the large 
appropriation at length. 

Mr. CARUTHERS then obtained the floor, and 
on his motion the commitiee rose and reported pro- 
gress. . 

On motion of Mr. YORE, the House adjourn- 
ed at 5-exilock p. m. i 


IN SENATE. 
Fainay, July 22, 1842. 

Mr. BERRIEN presented a petition from 
Charles J. Jenkins and William Williams, asking 
that a claim due John MeKline, by the Govern- 
ment, may be paid to them; they having obtained 
a judgrcent against him: referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. KING presented a memorial from Dorcas 
Scull, a widow lady of Alabama, asking the pas- 
sage of a law granting her permission to bring into 
the United States certain slaves belonging to her, 
which were carried by her son into Texas. She is 
unwiiling to sell those slaves in a foreign land; and 
the laws of the United States inhibit their return: 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial froma , 
number of citizens of Northampton county, Pena- 
sylvania, similar to a number previously presented 
by him, asking Congtess 10 pass a protective tariff : 
referred to the Committee on Matiufactures. 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committe: on the Już 
diciary, to which was referred a bill supplementa - 
ry to “An aet to provide for the adjustment of titles 
to land in the town of Detroit, in the Territory of 
Micb-gan, and for other purposes,” passed April 21, 
1806, 1eported the same back without amendment. 

Mr. BAGBY, agreeably to notice, introduced, 
on leave, a bill to authorize the Solicitor gf the 
Treasury to compromise and settle with the secu- 
rities of John A. Owen, late receiver of the public 
moneys at S:, Stephen’s, Alabama; which was read 
twice, ard referred to the Committes on Finance. 

House bill entitled An act to relinquish to Wil- 
Bam Waller the interest of the United States toa 
certain tract of land therein named, was resumed 
as in committee of the whole. ‘ihe bill was amend- 
ed cn Wednesday last, by substituting an entire 
new bill, reported from the Committee on Pablic 
Lands There being no further proposition to 
amend the bill, it was reported to the Senate; and 
the question being on concurring with the commit- 
tce of the whole in its amendment— 

Messrs. KING and BAGBY went into a history 
of the claim, with a view to obtain a reversal of 
the decision of the committee. They argued that 
that amendment would do great injastice to Wal- 
ler. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana argued at some length 
in favor of the bill as amended. 

Mr. SMITH demanded the yeas and nays on 
concurring, which were ordered; and the question 
being put, it was decided in the negative: yeas 19, 
nays 20. ` 

The bill being engrossed, according to order, was 
then read the third time and passed. 

Oa motion of Mr. BENTON, the bill for the re- 
lief of Mrs. Mary W. Thempson, widow of-the 
late Lientenant Colonel Thompson, of the army of 
the United Srates, was taken from the table, and 
considered, as in committee of the whole. 

Mr. B. explained the case, and submitted an 
amendment (which was agreed to) authorizing the 
proper accounting officers of the Treasury to audit 
and settle other items of her claim, as set forth in 
Senate document cited, which were not allowed in 
the bill. 

Tke bill was then reported to the Senate; the 
anfendment was concurred in; and the bill being 
engrossed, according to order, was read the third ~ 
lime and passed. 

Engrossed bill providing for the settlement of 
claims for property lost and destroyed by reason of 
the military occupation of the Territory of Florida, 
came up on its third reading. It was read; and the 
question being, Shall the bill pass? 

Mr. HUNTINGTON demanded the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered; and the question being 
put, the bill was passed—yeas 20, nays 16. 

T'he bill for the relief of Henry Gardner and 
others, directors of an association called the New 
England Mississippi Lard Company, was taken 
up, asin committee of the whole. 

Mr. CHOATE explained the claim at leagth; 
afer which, the bill was laid on the table till to- 
morrow, at the suggestion of Mr. TTAPPAN, who 
wished to make some remarks upon it. 

The bill for the relief of Thomas O. Muir, 
Shields, Turner, and Renshaw, Glendy Burk, and 
Edward Yerk,and Edward Ogden, or their legal 
representatives, was taken up as in committee of 
the whole. 

Mr. SMITH submitted an amendment'so modi- 
fying the bili as to make it general in its charac- 
ter; providing for all similar cases which may 
arise in the St. Helena land district; and providing 
that, in all cases where Jands are entered, where 
it shall not be just for the United States to issue 
patents therefor, owing to error in the survey, or 
conflicting claims, it shall be lawful for the persons 
making the entry, who are legally entitled, after 
demand for a patent, to surrender the certificates, 
before they can be entitled to the return of the pur- 
chase-money. The amendment also authorized a 
resurvey Of the lands in the district unsold. 
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Messrs. KING, McROBERTS, and SEVIER, 
“opposed the amendment; and Me:srs. SMITH of 
Indiana and CONRAD spoke in favor of it; when, 

On motion of Mr. McROBERTS, the amend- 
ment was so amended as to provide that the pur- 
chasers may retain their certificates of purchase, 
that the surveys be corrected, and then they may 

_Teceive a patent for lands purchased by them. 

After some further remarks, by Messre. SEVIER, 
SMITH of Indiana, CONRAD, WCODBRIDGE, 
and KUNG, the question was put on ibe amend- 
ment ss modified; and it was agreed to—ayes 19, 
noesnot counied. 

‘The bill was then reported to the Senate, the 
amendment was concurred in, the preamble was 
stricken cut, and the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading; and being engrossed, 
‘was read the third time and passed. The title was 
made to conform to the provisions of the bill. 

An act to extend the ecllection district of Wis- 
easset came up as in committee of the whole; and, 
without being considered, was, on motion of Mr. 
HUNTINGTON, laid on the table. 


Houce bill entitled “An act to amend the laws 
relating to the Penitentiary in the District of 
Columbia,” so as to require the appointment, by the 
warden, of subordinate officers of that institution, 
to be confirmed by the board of inspectors, and 
not subjecting tbem to removal except on the ap- 
probation of that board, was taken up as in com- 
mittee of the whole. 
Messrs. BAYARD and KING explained and 
advocated the bill; and Messrs. SMITH of Indiana, 
MOREHEAD, and CLAYTON, opposed it, on the 
ground that the taking away from the warden the 
power of appointment would be productive of 
quarrels, and would destroy all subordination. 
They maintained (bat-the warden, being respon- 
sible for the safety of the prisoners and the well- 
conducting of the prison, shouid have the scle con- 
trol of those who were subordinate to him in the 
management. The inspecters wished to acquire 
power themselves, and had been busy here to ob- 
tain is. 
Mr. SMITH of I:diana moved to lay the bill on 
the table. 
The question was pat, and the bill was laid on 
the table. 
The bili for the relief of William FI. Robertson, 
Samuel FH. Garrow, and J. W. Simonton, was 
considered as in éommittee of the whole, reported 
to the Senate, and, being engrossed according to 
order, was read the third time and passed. 
% The Senziebill, No 275, “io reduce and equal- 
ide the rates 6€ postage; to limit the ase, and cor- 
reet the abyse, of the frankiog privilege; and for 
other purposes,” was taken up, as in commilice of 
the wholes’ - 
Mr. BUCHANAN requested the bill would be 
read. J 
‘The Secretary proceeded for about half an hour 
with the readiug of the bill, which was of great 
length, and went into minute details of alterations 
and new regniaticns; when, 
Mr. B. observed that he had no idea, when 
ke caled for the reading of the bill, that it was 
of sach greatlength, or that it was to establish a 
new code of post office rules and regulations. He 
would withdraw his request to kave the bill read 
through. 
‘Lae iurther reading being dispensed with, 
Mr. MERRICK said it was his intention to bave 
the bill read and amended section by section. 
He moved several verbal ameadments to the 
first section, which were adopted, 
Mr. BUCHANAN inquired what would be the 
reduction of the post office income by this bill. 
Mr. MERRICK observed that it was impossible 
to cenjecture bow mech the income of the depart- 
ment would be affecied by the change; for, although 
in some respects the pos‘age wonk! be reduced so 
as to conform to the smal) Federal coin in ciren!a.- 
tion, that reduction it was expecied would prodace 
an augmentation of the number of letters trans. 
mitted Ly mail, Besides, there were other sections 
of the bili caleulated to increase considerably the 
receipts of the depariment. 

Mr. EUCHANAN wou'd lke very much io 
have had some caleulation of the amonat of re- 
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duction which this biti would effect in the post of- 
fice income, 

Congress kad been in session, with the excep- 
tion of a recess ef two monibs anda half, since 
the 31st cf May, 1841; and it was hoped this session 
would close in two weeks; but it could not be ex- 
pected this bill could be got through in that time. 
Ue thought it would be better to let the matter lie 
over till next session. ` 

Mr. MERRICK obrerved that it was a mistake 
to suppose this was a new code of post cflice laws. 
It was cnly intended to reform some crying abuses, 
and prevent, if possidle, the department from fall- 
ing in arrear; as there could be no doubt that, if the 
laws in existence were enforced, the department 
would be fully able to pay its own expenses. He 
had no doubt, if Senators would give their atten- 
tion to the bill for a short time, there would be no 
difficulty in passing it withont encroaching on the 
unfinished business yet on the caleadar. ; 

Mr. CALHOUN asked what improvements 
were proposed? 
< Mr. MERRICK replied, that one was in rela- 
tion to assimilating the postage to the Federal coins; 
another, in relation to expresses; another, to the size 
of newspapers subject to one cent postage. He 
held up a newspaper about ten feet square, as a 
specimen of the abuse in relation to newspaper 
transmission. Another reform is to confine the 
franking privilege of members of Congress to their 
own letiers, and to abelish the franking privilege 
of postmasters, Tiere were some other improve- 
ments; such as suppressing private expresses. He 
remarked, in reference to the delay in bringing for- 
ward the bill, that it was in consequence of its po- 
sition en the calendar. The bill had been reported 
some months back, but had not becn reached on 
the calendar till now. 


Mr. BUCHANAN assured the Senator that, if 
there was time to get through with the bill, he would 
be as willing as he (Mr. M.) was to go on with it, 
and asceriain What ought to be done to reform the 
abuses complained of, But he should also assure 
the Senate that, if this bill was now to be proceeded 
with, they might bid- adieu to the unfinished busi- 
ness on the calendar for this session. 

Each section of the bill would in itself take con- 
siderable time to discuss. it might be caleulated 
that the redaction of postage proposed in the first 
section’ would be equal to 25 per cent. This re- 
duction, it was expected, might increase the quan- 
lity of letters, though he doubted it. Bat, as the 
proposition was a direct reduction, which might 
seriously affect the revenue of the department, he 
thought there ought at least to be estimates which 
would enable Congress to consider the matter un- 
derstandingly. 

Then, as to the second section, he would venture 
tosay that, if it was atlemp:ed to be carried out, 
there would be a nest cf hornets raised abont the 
ears of Congress, from which there would be no 
retreat. That section proposes to mzke such a 
change with regard to newspapers transmitted by 
mail, as will compel every editor in the Union to 
become a spy and informer against his own sub- 
seribers. Italso requires him to furnish the post 
cilices with his private register of subseription, 
Such rules in relation to newspaper editors never 
befure were altempted to be enforced in any coun- 
try in the world. There was nota newspaper edit- 
or or proprietor in tbe Union that would not take 
up arms against this seetios of the bill. 

In order to test the sense of the Senate on the 
propriety of giving time to digest the important 
changes proposed, he would move to lay the bill on 
the table. 

Mr. MERRICK hoped the Senator would sus- 
pend his motion fer a moment. 

Mc. BUCHANAN assented. 

Mr. MERRICK then proeceded 
second section of the bill, 


with a view of showing 


ihat all it required of an editor of a paper was, to~ 


furnish a list of the persons to whom he was trans- 
witiing his papers ihrcugh the mail. He enn- 
ceived editors and proprietors of papers would be 
benefi ed themse'ves, as, in exse of the death or re- 
moval of a subscriber, they would be saved the ex- 
eense and trouble ot forwarding papers for which 
‘hey never wouid be paid. 


to explain the | 


- jecied, 


pointed; and tye vote resulied: 


Mr. BUCHANAN asked, did the Senator azs- 
sume there coul? be any rigivt impoved upon news- 
paper editors to hand into’ the post office such lists 


.of their subscribers? 


Mr. MERRICK conceived that, if it was made 
the condition on which their papers were tu he 
trausmilted, they could not object. : 

Mr. SEVIER thought it one of the most aston- 
ishing bills he had ever seen in his life. It pro- 
posed a reduction of postage from 64 cenis to 5 
cents, and from 122 cents to 10 cents, and so on 
ia proportion. Another proposition was, to take 
from the posimasters the right they have had from 
the beginning of the Government, of franking their 
own Jetters. Tnat is the main remuneration which 
many of them receive for their trouble. There 
was another section (the 9ih) making it unlawful 
for stzge-coaches, steamboats, or other vehicles, to 


. carry letters privately, and subjecting the owners 


toa penalty of $100. ‘Tae bili throughout estab- 
lishes such extraordinary principles, that be should 
think it necessary to claim the time for its consid- 
eration saggested by the Senator from Pennsylva- 
nia; and be would, therefore, renew his motion to 
lay the bill 04 the table, 

Mr. FAPPAN observed, that at the proper time 
he would propose an amendment to the second 
section, so as to require all postage on newspapers 
and periodicals, from and after the lst of January 
next, to be pait in advance. 

Mr. CALHOUN, with a view of giving time 
to examine the bill, and appoint a day for its con- 
sideration, would prdpose an sdjournment, 

Mr. LINN suggested that the best -plan would 
be to take two or three of the most pressing points, 
and introduce a separate bill to carry them out. 
It was utterly impossible to get through the bill as 
itnow stands, without giving up the rest of the 
calendar. 

Mr. CALHOUN moved an adjournment, and 
the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, July 22, 1842, 


Mr. BARNARD inquired what was the busi- 
ness before the House? 

The SPEAKER answered that the report from 
the Committee on the Judiciary, in relation to the 
bankrupt law, would be in order during the morn- 
ing hour. 

Mr. BOTTS hoped that the consideration of the 
business of the morning hour would be waived for 
tae purpose of allowing him to present a memo- 
rial, He then presented the petition of the citizens 
of some town, (name not heard,) asking the House 
of Representatives to pass a resolution calling upon 
the President to resign, and, in case of his refusal 
tocomply, to impeach him. He presumed it 
would be best to lay the petition on the table, 28 
there would shortly be so many of a similar char- 
acier, that it would be impracticable to print them. 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia asked leave to offer 
the following resolution: 

Resolved. Th S i ny i 
inforin MEA Ei helene e Treasiry ma raure of 
the several banks in the United States has not been reported to 


Congress; also, that he state whether it ia i f 
ngress; also, that he st nether it is in progress repa- 
ration; and, if so, when it may be expected, oe SYEDA 


Mr. STANLY objected, 
_ Mr. CuOPER then declared his intention to per- 
sist in offering ihe resolation until it should be re- 
ceived. p ; 
Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved that the House 
gonio commiitee on the navy bill. i 
Mr. FILLMORE cpposed the motion, and con- 
tended that ihe vote should first be taken upen the 
report of the Committee on the Judiciary in rela- 
tion to the bankrupt law, 
The vote: was faken; and it appeare 
queram was present. f Ber romans 
Mr. ADAMS /moved a call of the 


House: re- 

Mr. CUSHING called for tellers, wha were ap- 

aye. 8 

Ba the motign was adopted, eae 
THE NAVY APPROPRI ATION BILL 
Thè Hoyše resolved itself into C ; 

the Whol Fon the state of the Union, (Mr Sane. 

DERS in the chair,) and resemed the consideration 


of the bill making appropriations 
of the navy during the year 1842. 
__ The pending question was the amendment of the 
Senate increasing the first item (for pay, &c.) from 
$2,335,000 to $2,800,000. f 
Mr. CARUTHERS, who was entitled to the 
finor, addressed the committee in opposition to tke 
amendment of the Senate. He said he was unable 
to perceive any reasun why the determination of 
the House should be changed. He did not raise 
the question of power between the two Houses, but 
~ thought the judgment of the House was entitled to 
more weight in a matter of expense than the judg- 
ment of the Senate, He replied to the arguments 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Cusu- 
ING] in favor of the Jarge appropriations, and went 
into a history of the increase of the navy and its 
Officers for some years past. Hle contended that 
our circumstances did not call for a great navy 
like that of Great Britain, and that the splendid 
theories and scheme: of the Secretary of the Navy 
would not be sustained by public opinion in the 
@ountry. X 7 
After showing that so large a naval force was 
not required for this country, he objected, also, be- 
“cause this appropriation provided for men on leave 
or furlough, or men “waiting orders,” for years at 
a time, at an annual cost to the nation of several 
hundred thousand dollars. One principle of a re- 
public should be, to “have no sinecures.” It was 
unjust to the pecple, by whom the salaries were 
paid, to disburse such large amounts for no ser- 
vices rendered, 


. Mr. KING deemed it a wise policy to have a 
war establishment of officers always on hand; for 
it required many years to make an officer, and 
they could not be provided on an emergency. 
What, be asked, would be the present number cf 
officers, if a war should occur? He also urged 
the necessity of building iron ships through which 
ashot cannot pass, and generally defended the 
policy which had been pursued in the gradual in- 
crease of the navy. 

The first question was on concurring in the 
amendment of the Senate striking out $335,000 
and inserting $800,000 so as to make the appro- 
priation read $2,800,000 instead of $2,335,000; and 
when the vote was taken, it resulied in ayes 66, 
noes 89. 

So the amendment was not coneurred in. 

The next question was‘va concurring in the fol- 
lowing amendment of the Senate: 

Strike out: “Provided that, until otherwise ordered by Con- 
gress, no part of this or any future or existing appropriation 
shall be applied to the payment of any officers in the navy ap- 
pointed after such date, beyond the number in each grade on 
the Ist day of January, 1841; and that the excess now in the ser- 
vice beyond that number, shall be reduced as fast as deaths, 
resignations, and promotions willadmit.” 

And insert: That, till otherwise ordered by Congress, the 
officers of the navy shall not be increased beyond the number 
in the respective grades that may exist at the end of the pres. 
ent session of Congress, nor of midshipmen beyynd the num. 
ber now in service; and all vacancies of midshipmen when 
filled shall be supplied from the States, Territories, and Dis. 
trict of Columbia, which atthe time shall not have their due 
preportion of midshipmen; having regard to federal numbers 
in the service, provided suitable applications are made for the 
same.” 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON offered an amendmest, 
the effect of which was to disagree to all the Sen- 
ates amendment, with tse exception of the last 
clause, relative to the appoiniments cf midship- 
men in proportion to federal numbers. 

Tne CHAIR decided that the amendment was 
not in order, 

» Mr.SLADE moved to amend the Senate’s amend- 


for the support 


ment, by striking out from the words “and all va-_ 


cancies,” down to the end of the paragraph. 

On taking the question, this amendment was re- 
jected. à 

Mr. ADAMS moved to amend the Senate's 
amendment, by providing that tbe appointments 
of midshipmen from the respective Siaies shall be 
in proportion to the number of seamen, marines, 
apprentices, and boys, from such States ia the 
service. 

This amendment was also rejected. 

Mr. BURNELL offered an amendment provi- 
ding that the apprentices in the navy, who shali ‘be 
found qualified, shali be appointed to fill the va- 
eancies in the grade cf midshipman, as they may 
hereafter occur. 
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Mr. WISE cubmitied ibat the amendment was 
not in order, as it was a proposition: to aller and 
modify an existing jaw. 

Mr. JOSEPH R. INGERSOLL also suggested 
that the amendment was not in order, inasmuch as 
it was an amendment to the hiil, and not an amend- 
ment to the amendment of the Senate. 

The CHAIR decided that the amendment was 
in order; and the question was taken, resulting in 
ayes 62, noes 76. 

Mr. SLADE offerel an amendment, to strike 
out the words “having regard to federal numbers,” 
and insert “having regard to free white popalila- 
tion.” This amendment was rejected: ayes 10, 
noes not counted, 

The question was then taken on concurring ia 
the amendment of the Senate; and it was decided 
in the negative: ayes 46, noes not counted. 


Tbe next question was on concurring in the 
amendment of the Senate inserting the words “ex- 
cept in payment for materials previously contracted 
for, and yet to be delivered,” to come in that clause 
of the bul which restricts the expenditure of the 
appropriation tor the dry-dock at Brooklyn, New 
York, till a suitable site is selected in the harbor of 
New York, and the title to the land obtained, and 
a plan and estimates of the cost prepared. 

This amendment was concurred in. 

The question arose on concurring in the fol- 
lowing: 

“And provided, also, That the Secretary of the Navy may, 
iu bis discretion, apply the sum of $160,000 of the amount 
hereby appropriated, and any balance of former appropriations, 


for the construction of a dry-dock at Brooklyn, New York, to 
the construction of a floating dock at the same place,” 


Mr. FILLMORE moved to amend the amend- 
ment, by adding the words “it, in his opinion, 
such floating-dock will supersede the necessity of 
adry-dock.” This being adopted, 

The question recurred on concurring in the 
amendment as amended; when 

Mr. MASON of Maryland offered sn amend- 
ment, repealing the actof 1842, entitled “An ast 
fur the construction of a war steamer for harbor 
defences,” and providing that the Secretary of the 
Navy shail ascertain the amount now expended, 
and due to the contractor, Mr, Stevens, and pay 
the same. 


The CHAIR decided that the amendment was 
not in order, 

Mr, CAVE JOHNSON offered the following 
amendment: 

“Thatit shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Navy to re- 
port to Congress, the first week in January in each year, or as 
early thereafter as practicable, the expenditure of each vessel 
for the preceding year, including ali expenses in the repairs 
thereof, and forthe armament or equipment thereof, and all 
expenses in keeping her afloat, if aftoat; or in dock, if lying 
up. Also, the number of days during the year that each ships 
Was actually at sea; and thata similar report of each ship here- 
after built or purchased be made, so asto exhibit an annual and 
aggregate amount of the cost and expenses of each ship, and 
the service rendered by itto the country. Aud also, specifying 
the amount for materials, as well asthe amount for labor on 
the building or repairing each ship, 

The CHAIR decided that this amendment wis 
out of order. i 

‘The ameudinent as amended was then concurred 
in. . 

On the ques ion of concurring in the amendment 
increasing the appropriation for the navy-yard at 
Pensacola from $35,300 to $109,000, the vote was 
—ayes 47, noes 69. 

No gaorm voting, 

The CHAIR ascertained, by count, that a quo- 

“rum was present, and put the question again; when 
it was decided in the negative—ayes 55, noes T4. 

The question being on coneurring in the follow- 
ing: : 

“For the charter of the steamers Splendid and Clarion, in 
Septem! ctober, ISHL, for the survey of Nantucket 


r carrying into effect the acts for the suppression of the 
slave-trade, incladivg the suppart of recaptured Africans, and 
their removal to Africa, under the authority of said acts, in- 
cluding the usexpended balance of former appropriations car- 
ried to the surplus fund, $7,365 14°— 

Mr. MASON cf Maryland renewed his motion 
to repeal the act making an appropriation for the 
building of a war steamer for harbor defence, 

The CHAIR said that the emendment was not 
in order. 

Mr. MASON appealed from the decision of the 
Chair, but the committee sustained the decision, 


I 


‘himi 


797 


Looeind aea 


Mr. FILLMORE moved to amend the amend- 
ment, by striking out the sum of $7,365 14, and 
inserting $10,543 42. 

The amendment of Mr. Fintmore was adopt- 
ed—eyes 75, nors 60. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON then moved to strike 
out the item appropriating $4,345 39 fer the char- 
ter of vessels employed in ihe survey of the shoals 
of Nan‘ucket. He said he knew nothing about 
the justice of the appropriation, snd could not, un- 
cer such ci-cumstanees, vote for it. 

Mr. FILLMORE said that he®#could assure the 
gentleman all was right. 

The motion was then rejected. 

Mr. J.P. KENNEDY cffered a proviso, de- 
elaring that the sums of money appropriated in 
the biil should not be expended, unless the tariff 
bill should become a law, 

The CHAIR ruled the amendment to be out of 
order. 

Mr. WARREN appealed from the decision; but 
the Chair was sustained by the committee, ~~ 

Mr. R. W. THOMPSON offered an amend- 
ment, providing that $250,000 should be appropri- 
ated to the construction of a warsteamer upon the 
plan of Lieut. Hunter: rejected. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to strike out the 
appropriation of $20,000 for arranging the curi- 
osities brought to America by the exploring ex- 
pedition: rejected. 

Mr. ADAMS moved to strike out the item ma- 
king an appropriation for the suppression of the 
slave-trade. He considered ita mockery: rejected. 

‘The several amendments of the Senate having 
been passed upon, 

Ox motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the committee 
tose, and reported the bill to the Honse. 

As socn as the Speaker had announced the 
question oa the first amendment of the Committee 
of the Whole. : 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN rose and moved the previ- 
ous question. 

Mr. ADAMS appealed to him to withdraw the 
motion, in order that he might reply to certain re- 
marks made in relation to him. ; ‘ 

Mt. IRWIN signifying a disposition to do so— 

Mr. BOWNE objected; and said he would re- 
new the motion. z 

Mr. WISE said he shoald claim the privilege of 
replying to the remarks of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Apams ] 

The previous question was not sustained—ayes 
39, noes not counted. 

Mr. ADAMS said he should urge upon the 
House a non-concurrence with the Committee of 
the Whole in the first amendment made by them 
to ihe amendments of the Senate. His main rea. 

a dered the bill 
3 y the debts of 
kation. gh the first amendment wes 
alone under consideration, he hoped he should not 
be precluded from making some tiens con- 
with other amendments, and in an to 
warks which had tees made in relation to him. 

The SPEAKER suggested that these rema:ks 
misht be made ata subsequent stage of the bill, 
M3 would prefer to make them now, 
ust the previous question coald not be called. 
SPEAKER seid, ifa print of order was 
raised, he shonid feel bound to entertain it. 

Mr. ADAMS then proceeded; but was soon in. 
terrupted by 


beta 


ithe 


chusetts to reply 
d in committee. 


in the 
Th 


done. 
aS gave novee that he shoull claim 
rene fit of the rule. 

Mr. ADAMS remarked that if it was rotin or- 
der fer him to reply !o what ocearred in committer, 
ne ht puta coniingent case. He might sup- 

ges made against him, and go on with a 
‘apposed charges He woald sup. 
one from the regions beluw—[iauchter, | 
mon ia hell—hed made charges agains, 
In the first plece, the grovnd of atack made 
by this demon in hell failed. Efe (Mr. A.) had 
not opposed the increased appropriation for the 


pose 
reply 
SeS 
t 
some 


to 
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navy. He-acied as he had done with a view to 
the payment of the debts of the nation. About a 
month ago, when the bill was under diseussion in 
the Committee of the Whole, he had made some 
remarks in answer tothe charge that Massachu- 
setts had an undue proportion of her citizens in the 
navy, He then showed that it was unfounded; 
and that, for some years past, Massachusetts had 
hot had its due proportion of the offivers of our 
navy. Infurnishing proof of this assertion, he 
was led to examine the Navy Register, from which 
he discovered that, although Massachusetts had 
not her due proportion, Virginia had, per esntra, 
five or six times as many as she was entitied to, 
both now and herelofore. He had formerly said 
this ia vindication cf Massachusetts, and not so 
much in complaint of the number assigned to Vir- 
ginia; and had alleged asa reason why Massachu- 
setts, if any, should have a large share of officers— 
that she furnisned the seamen and fighting men to 
the navy ina very undue propertion. Frem the 
returns made to the Secretary of Siate, it would be 
found that, out of some nine orten thousand sea- 
men inthe navy, Massacnusetts furnished four or 
five thousand, Virginia only four huadrsd and 
thirty-one, and some of the Southern States not 
one. 

The imaginary personage to whom he referred 
{Mr. Wre] said this was not the fact; and his 
proof was, that the majority of oxr seamen were 
enlisted in New Orleans, and on the lakes. This 
proved him to be about as correct in his logic as 
in bis rbetorie and facts. The sailor was a bird 
of passage; and the factof so many enlisting at 
New Orleans, only showed that a greater number 
were to be found there without occupation. The 
place of enlistment was no test whatever of the 
birth-place of sailors. 

He then proceeded tosay that, so far as Mascachu- 
sells was concerned, he would be willing to dis- 
band the army to-morrow. Ee mightshow thatit wa 
kept up for others’ benefit, at the expense of money 
paid by his State. I: was, however, for protection; 
and he was therefore willing to vote for it He 
was willing lo vole the same protection to the peo- 
ple of the West, against the savages of the woods, 
as he claimed for the indusiry of his own people, 

But the House hat been told that, if an undue 
proportica cf officers in the navy were appointed 
from Virginia and Maryland, he was the author, 
during the four years he was at the head of tse 
Government, A vast deal of eloqneance had been 
evpended by the said imaginary per e, (Mr. 
Wisr,] who, locking to his own heart, and finding 
nothing but corr: ption there, hed aitributed to him 
(Mr. A.) the most sordid motives, znd partiality 
against his own Sate of Massachuceits. It was 
said that, during the four years of his administra. 
lion, Lil midshipmen were appointed from Vir 
ginia,and but 9 from Mossachasetts, With abase 
and corrupt heart, that personage had impoted to 
others motives which were his own. It was 


charged that ambition, and a desire to have tho 
support of the people of Virginia, had induced him 
(Mr. A.) to take this course; and, also, that proba- 
bly some generosity towards the Siate whieh was 
aed him. ‘She ger- 
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cancy, and ibat was the exient of his appoint 
ments, : 

It had been also asserted, that the appointments 
of captains and commanders being but ihe result 
of appointments to the place of midshipmen, he 
was, in fact, the author of the disproportionate 
number of caplains and commanders, because he 
appointed so maoy midshipmea from Virginia, 
who were now in tke bighest ranks of the navy. 
He would say, in answer to this charge, that out 
of 68 captams now in the service, not one became 
a midshipman during bis administration. Some 
had attained the rank of lieutenant, but no higher. 
Therefore, the whole seaffolding of the charges 
against hira fell tothe ground. He-read from a 
report made by Mr. Southard, when Seeretary of 
the Navy, in answer to a resolution calling for 
the number of officers from different States. 

He went on to show, by reference to statistical 
Statemenis, that his administration was not an- 
swerable for the present number of captains and 
commanders. And, ia explanation of the reason 
why the Atlantic States hata greater number of 
naval officers than th that were inland, he com- 
pared them to ducks and fowl The inhabitants 
of the Atlantic States, like ducks, rashed to the 
water; while those of the other States, being fur- 
ther removed from it, had no such passion, and, 
like the fowl of the barn-jard, they avoided the 
water. Perhaps he might compare the Western 
people to the eagle, whose delight was in the hills 
and mountain teps. He then went throuzh other 
tables in support of his argument, urged mainly 
for his own defence. 

Mr. BURNELL saceceded, and commenerd 
with an invecatiun to the House to listea to the 
imporiant staterteats being made, and (as the great 
majority were leaving the House to dine) not to 
give the gratification of their animal appetites the 
preference. [The hungry members, however, did 
not return, and he proceeded.] He was sovereign, 
at last for one hour; and he would proceed at his 
leisure. He then went inio an mination of the 
srrvies regulations for the navai schools, and con- 
deraned tue prohibition to the apprentic.’s fumher 
progress, and the placieg of youth as officers over 
them, who know iess of the dety of seamanship 
than the apprentices themselves. Fle quoted from 
the recommendations of a buy named Samuel D. 
Johnsonu, an apprentice oa board ihe Nor:h Caro- 
ling, which were of the strongest characier; and 
said, while such youth were appointed, as some of 
those they had recently seen with their glittering 
buttons loikring abont Brown’s and Gadeby’s 
hoteis, it was enough to makea patriot American’s 
bisod boil to find a boy so recommended, and 
warmly recommended by his commander, as the 
youth Johnsen was for his talent, application, 
acquitemenis, disposition, and physical capacity. 
rejecied, as nine cihers also had been for the same 
reason, He aeseried that he could selet from 
amongst tue sailors now in the service of the 
conntry, and seqnainted with the duties of the Sea, 
a seficient number to give cficers encush in time 
of war to carry the flag of the country aloft in 
triumph. E 

Mr, WISE having obtained the floor, spoke as 
follows: 
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And, sir, what has been the cause of this attack? 
This [iouse reduced the navy appropriation biil 
not only below the esiimates of the department, 
but far below the sum actually necessary fo pay 
the officers and seamen in service,and who have 
been rendering that service upto this day of the 
month of Jaly, in the year 1842. The Senate, by 
this amen imeni, resiored nearly ihe amount neces- 


Sachusetis, 


rr et 
sary for the past and future service of the year. 
By a statement which I have furnished to the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
[Mr. Fittmong,] it is shown that this amendment 
even wiil not meet the amount required for the 
whole service of the year, by a sum little short of 
$200,000. And thus the real issue was and is, 
shall the navy bə paid for the service it has actu- 
ally rendered? Or, will this nation repudiate its 
own debt to the officers and seamen of its own 
| navy, already incurred? Whilst this questien was 
under debate, the most potential argument, or 
| raiher that which seemed to have most weight and 
influence against paying our cfficers and seamen, 
was the fatile objection that there was great sectional 
inequality in the appointment of. the officers of the 
Ravy. ` 
It was replied, with reason and justice, that 
though this fact might be so, yet it was ao argu- 
ment against paying officers who were appointed 
and had actually rendered service, that they did not 
happen to be born in the right places whence ap- 
pointments shculd have been made. But the ob- 
jection prevailed; the appropriation was reduced; 
and singe it has been restored by the Senate, the 
same objection was urged in this House again, and 
by none ‘more strenuously than by the member 
from Massachusetts, (Mr. Apams.] Trne, he sup- 
ported the amendment of the Senate by his vote, 
but, as usual with his perverse and inconsistent 
nature and course, he voted one way and argued 
the other. He voted for the proposition, and op- 
posed it with elaborate statistics to show this very 
inequality of captains, commanders, lieutenants, 
and midshipmen from the Stites of Maryland, Vir- 
gimia, and the District of Columbia, which defeated 
the appropriation. [a defending the appropriation 
against his speech, not against his vote, I showed 
that ke, above ali men, ought to be one of tke last 
to complain of ihis inequality. I appealed to the 


Navy Register itself, the annual register during bis 
own Administration, to show the fac'—which no 
one except hirace'f will deny—that out of 327 mid- 
shipinen appointed from March 4, 1825, to Murch 
4, 1829, whilst he himself was President, the num- 
ber of 111, (more tban one-third,) were appointed 
from the States of Maryland and Virgiuia and 
from the District of Colambia; and that, during 
the same period, but nine were appointed from the 
S ate of Massachusetts; “and that out of six pursers, 
appointed in the same time, five of them were ap- 
pointed from Maryland alone, one from the State 
of Virginia, and none from any other State or Ter- 
tory in the Union. I referred also to the fact 
that any inequality among the States and Territo- 
ries in the grades of captains, commanders, and 
lieutenants, above midshipmen, was to be aitrib- 
uted to the appointment of midshipmen originally; 
that the officers of the higher grades reach their 
ranks hy promotion ia regalar succession, and not 
by appointmen'; and 1 seid that many of the licu- 
tenants of this day were those who were appointed 
midshipmen about the period between the yeais 
1825 and 1829. That, therefore, the member from 
Massachusetts [Mr, Apams] was himself the author 
of, and responsible for, much or most of the ine- 
quality existing in thet grade—the grade of lieuten- 
ants at this time. These were plain and siaiple 
facts, resting for their truth or correction upon the 
reco:ds of the Navy Deparment, 

With these fucis staring me in the face, T could 
not avoid inquiring why it was that one who bad 
been one of the very authors of thi: inequality, this 
Wrong—for wrong it was admitted to be—not the 
wreng of Virginia or Maryland, or the District of 
Co.unbiz, though they had been made most griev- 
ously To answer for itbat of one who was as 
mach to blame for it as aay other living man, 
why it was, I say, that this very man of the mis. 
chief himself was the ene to complain of i? Sir, I 
saw that the complaint was uttered here in the 
very sense and spicitin which it has been made for 
years ia certain incendiary papers which have been 
endeavoring to array one portion of the Union 
against the other. I saw it made in rancoranus hos- 
tility to what the slang of abolition denominates 
the slaveocracy of this country! The member knew 
his own motives; but F conid not think otherwise 
j tan thai his attack upon Virginia now, so incon- 
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sistent with his appointments when President, was 
not so much to vindicate Massachusetts as to 
waken and rouse that fiery serpent which is des- 
tined—if the member’s princ’ pies and policy be pur- 
sued—if his will can bave it so—one day to set this 
nation in flames. 

For stating the fact that he is particeps criminis in 
the wrong of this inequality, and for exposing the 
motives of. his inconsistent complaint of i!, he has 
been allowed to respond to me in his usual strain of 
violent invective and abuse, against all order of this 
House, and all propriety of debate. No sooner bas 
the committee risen and reported to the House, than 
the House refuses to vote the previous question, in 
order to allow the member, out of order, to reply to 
my remarks made in the committee; and, as usual, 
to torture me with the lash of his scorpion tongue. 
This is not the first time that his friends, regardless 
of him, have formed a ring around the vanity of 
dotage, to hiss him on, like a bull-dog of debate, to 
lacerate my feelings, and then to cut me off from 
the opportunity of defence by the previous question. 
They will urge his weakness to do what they dare 
not do themselves towards one whom they dread 
even more than they hate. 

(Here a member, in an audible under tone, said: 
“Very modest, that.” 

Pointing to that member, Mr. Wiser continued: 
For you, as one in particular, sir, I mean the re- 
mark. If it be a strong one, apply to yourself all 
that it imputes as capable of chuckling irresponsi- 
bly at the wounds which the imbecile wrath of age 
inflicts, without the courage to dare to offer the like 
indignity yourseif, 

The member from Massachusetts [Mr. Apams] 
eould not, by the rules of order, it seems, be allowed 
to allude to me in parliamentary phrase, as the 
“member from Virginia; but he was allowed to 
employ an infernal figure of seech, and was in- 
dulged in imagining me “a demon of hell.” Sir, 
this examp.e of indecorum, this gross language, 
comes from an old man—from one who ought to be 
worthy to be venerated, who ought to have some 
self-respect, and whose age might admonish him 
that he ought to be too much beloved by all to per- 
mit a harsh reply even to indecent and offensive 
Jacguage used by him. Sir, I have tried, identi- 
fied with the history of my country as that mem- 
ber is, to venerate him; but I have tried in vain. 
Reverence for age is a high virtue in youth; end 
_ this House and this country will bear me witness 

that this old man has been often and long spared 
` by my forbearance towards him, in respect alone 
to his age and the stations in publie life which be 
has filled. But, sir, there isa point beyond which 
age and station must not be permitted to pass with 
impunity; and to the critic or the censor who would 
plead old age against the reply I am about to make 
to the member from Massachusetts, I would say 
that one of higher authority than any E recognise 
here, (Lord Chatham,) on a memorable occasion 
in his parliamentary life, laid down the correct rule 
on this point. In reply to Walpole, he said: 

“But surely age may become justly contemptible, if the op- 
portunities which it brings have passed away without improve- 
ment, and vice appears to prevail when the passions have 
subsided. The wretch who, after having seen the consequences 
of a thousand errors, continues still to blunder, and whose age 
has only added obstinacy to stupidity, is surely the object of 
either abhorrence or contempt, and deserves not that his 
gray head should secure him from insults. 

“Much more is he to be abhorred, who, as he has advanced 
in age, has receded from virtue, and becomes more wicked 
with less temptation; who prostitutes himself for [money] 


that which he cunnot enjoy, and spends the remains of his 
` Life in the ruin of his country.” 


“Sir, I bave left out one word of the quotation as 
inapplicable to the present case, and have inserted 
another. I know not that the lave of ‘“meney”— 
that the basest of all vices, avarice —is the vice pre- 
dominant in the present instance; but there are 
others characteristic of him “abhorrent” and “con- 
temptible” enough to justify me in saying of this 
old man: Wanting in self-respect and ia respeci to 
‘the feelings of all bis brother men; wanting in dig- 
nity of age and siation; wanting in truth and in a 
sense of justice; wanting in true courage, and bold 
only in the impunity of age; fuil of malice, and 
desperately bent on serious mischief, public and pri- 
vate, for which he is fully armed; literally “spond- 
ing the remains oi his life” in the treasonable at- 
tempt to “ruin his country,” instead of preparing 


to meet his God, “ia whose hands it is a fearful 
thing to fall,”——well may his imagination run upon 
demons and upon the “regions beluw.” F will not 
say “without God and withont hope in the world,” 
(for I will judge not, lest I be judged;) but, stand- 
ing with one foot in the grave, (and who can say 
how long the other will be kept out of it, by a mer- 
ciful Frovidence?)—soon, ia the course of buman 
life, to appear at the bar of an Almighty Jucge,— 
unless the current of his life be changed by Divine 
grace, he may too soon be swept into the compan- 
ionsùip of demons: nothing to save him in his own 
nature—nothing at all—~except it be that the na- 
ture of the incarnate devil is-so terrible as to make 
it unsafe for hell itself to hold him, heresfier! Tae 
devil himself might protest against his being sent 
to his abodes, lest an insurrection might be raised 
in his dark dominions—especially if any negroes 
be there! 

I am done now with his imaginary figures and per- 
sonages, and will turn to his earthly facts and ar- 
gumenis, if they deserve to be socalled. I would 
say to him—for I speak to him, and not to an 
imaginary being—that, with his usual misrepre- 
sentation of an adversary, he has not siatej me 
correctly in a single instance where he pretended 
to state what I said at all. 


His first error is, that he represents me as hav- 
ing said that a majority of the sailors in our navy 
do not come from Massachusetts. 1 said no such 
ihing. What { did say was, that the sailors in our 
navy might or might not be mostly from Massa- 
chusetts, but whether so or not there was no cer- 
tain means of testing. Why? Because there is 
no register of the nativity of our seamen kept in 
the navy. They are enlisted everywhere. The 
recruiting stations are numerous; and though it is 
against the law of the United Siates to enlist for- 
egners into our service, yet it is notorjous that 
many of our naval seamen are foreigners. The 
Massachusetts and the Virginia sailor will not en 
ter the service if he can be employed ia the ced- 
fishery or whale-fishery, or is the coast trade. A 
man who cau earn five or six hundred dollars a 
year in running oysters to market in our small 
shallops of ihe Chesapeake Bay, and be his own 
man free, will not enter the United States service 
on nine or ten dollars per month and rations, and 
be subject to the severe discipline of the cat-o- 
nine-tails. I said, further, it so happened that the 
most of our present enlistments of native seamen 
are maje at the ports of Buffalo and New Ocleans, 
and notat any port of Massachusetts. And what 
says the member in reply? Why, that “sach a 
reason, in support cf such a position, only shows 
that the personage ia question is on a level in his 
logie with his rhetoric aud his poetry.” He says 
“a sailor isa bird of passage, and the place of his 
enlistment is no test whatever as to where he 
came from.” Now,sir, I admit that the szitor is a 
bird of passaze in his natare and his occupation, 
but I deny that his place of enlistment is not seme 
test “fas to where he came from;” and by assering 
that itis no fest whatever, the member betrays an 
uiter ignorance of the natare and character of a 
seaman. Forexample, what he says is tree in ro- 
spect to New Orleans—peikaps the port he relied 
on to illustrate bis remark; bot take Boffalo, the 
other port named by me, and the enlistment of a 
lake seaman, a fresh-water scaman there, would be 
almost positive proof that the man eplisted was 
not a seaman of Massachusetts. Fhe seamen of 
Massachusetts are old salts, and Cooper never illus- 
trated a better known truth than when he pictured, 
in one of his late novels, (the Path Finder,) the 
habitual antipathy and contempt of salt-water 
sa:lors to fresh-water navigation and fresh-water 
sailors. If sailors enlisted at New Orleans might 
have been seamen of Massachusetts, there are a 
thousand chances to one that those enlisted at Buf- 
falo were not salt-water sailors of any Atlantic 
State: so that the member’s logic is on a ievel 
with bis own rhetoric and poetry. Sir, E never 
pretended to be a rhetorician or a poet, and Gad 
forbid I ever should, unless my rhetoric and poetry 
should far surpass that of one who could never, 
with all his learning, be taught either, though he 
was once in his younger days a professor of 
rhetoric; who has all his life been a martyr to 
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rhetoric, and rhetoric a martyr to him; of one who, 
for mere rhetoric’s sake, could never forbear to 
strike a dagger of words into the bosom of a friend, 
or for mete vanity bedaub a fve with praise; of 
one who was doomed by the clumsy rhetoric of 
his “lighthouses in the sky’? messages, and of his 
“Ebony and Topaz” toasts! No, sir, noteven the 
imagination of such a poet as could write the 
rhymes of Dusky Saily* and Dermoit McMurrough, 
however used to flights through the sky, or descents 
into the “lower regions,” M stroug enough to 
transport an old Cape Cod or Nantucket salt-water 
sea-dog across the continent to Buffalo, and con- 
vert him into a fresh-water sailor! 

But, sir, suppose that all the seamen in the navy 
were from Massachusetts: would that be a reason 
why all the efficers too of the navy should be from 
that State? On the contrary, siz, according to my 
poor logic, the fact of the navy giving employment 
to so many of her sailors should, I think, be con- 
sidered as accounting well for the fact that Mas- 
gachusetts has not had her full complement of 
officers. Another reason, I am credibly informed, 
is, that commissions in the navy were never, until 
lately, so much sought after by young men of 
Massachusetis or New England, as by those of 
other Siaies. [t was never, in time past, considered 
so respectable there as jn Virginia to be appointed 
a midshipman in the navy. 

Again: Sir, the member from Massachusetts Says 
“the same personage,” (the demon from hell,) 
“looking into his own heart, and finding nothing 
there but the foulest corruption, imputed the same 
to other people,” and attributed the ini quality of 
his appointments from Virginia “to low, mean, 
aud personal motives in him.” Sir, I did atiribute 
to him the fowest, meanest personal motives. I 
did so, beesuse I believe him, solemnly, eapable 
of as mean, jow, and base motives as any which 
can prompt the human bosom. f have every rea- 
son to knox him to be capable of such molives, 
and of the eonduct which naturally springs from 
them. What grounds bad I for impatation of such 
motives? Lock at the facts of the case. When in 
power—when he had the appointing power in his 
own hands, he gave ihe appointmenis as unequally, 
iť not more so, to Virginia, Maryland, and the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, than any predecessor cr suc- 
cessor before or since his time. THis Secretary was 
from New Jersey, very partial I know in his per- 
sonal affections towards Virginia. Virginia had 
not voted for the member from Massachusetts. 
She was flattered by many rich and honorable ap- 
pointments, The member was a candidate fer 
re-clection. He was a weak minority President. 
His notorious policy was to let his friends take care 
of themselves, and to bait well his political ene- 
mies. Fle was defeated for a second term. Vir- 
ginia voted agsinst him, as she ever has and ever 
would against him and his forever. Though her 
Presidents trusted nud honored bim-—of all parties, 
for be bad the kneck of taking the bounty from 
ail of all polities—her people never would honor 
and trusi hi He was defeated, I say, in part 
by ber vote. Instead of retiring to the shades 
of private life, for time and fergetfulness to ibrow 
oblivien over his errors, def-a', and disgrace, he 
eame back again on the arena of publie life. 
Tastead of coming back bere, by a life of useful- 
ness and honor, to wipe off tains of the past 
and to reverse the judgment of hisown times upon 
is public administraticn and upon the means by 
h he acquired power, his whole course has 
bern such asto confirm the sentence pronounced 
upon bi y his worst enemies, and to make old 
friends sigh with the admission that he has since 
proved himeelf to be more wicked than the people 
of kis country imagined when they indignantly 
hurled him from the high place of their confidence 
and trust. Posierity must now seal that judgment 
with a seal of black; and his memory mast suffer 
more hereafter for what he has done since he was 
convicted and punished, than even his living repu- 
ament which was 
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pronounced upon him by the people of his own 
time. Instead of returning to atone, to conciliate, 
he came back breathing vengeance, and seeking 
every occasion to wreak it on an honest pcople 
who would not have him to rule over them. We 
see him in this instance complaining that Virginia 
has more than her share of offices, when an une- 
qual share of them was in part given by himself! 
When in power, the appointments were given to 
her. When elec'ionesring for her vote, the elder 
eild’s portion was allotted to her by himself. 
Afier his defeafafter her vote against him, we see 
him, none oiher than himself, complaining of his 
own injustice to the rest cf the Union! Now that 
he is fast hastening in the decline of life to either 
the upper or the lower regions, with no end of am- 
bition but the ends of malice to subserve, we see 
him uttering complaints against hisown acts! His 
complaints fail heavily on himself. I have no 
doubt that, for acts such as these, with such mo- 
tives, he was justly punished, and that be dces now 
regret that he did bait his political adversaries too 
lavisbly~—that he lost tne best of his few friends 
and won notan enemy. This is enough to tor- 
Ment the wicked man; for success alone can ap- 
pease the conscience of such a cre. Upon this 
foundation Tauributed the complaint of the mem- 
ber to his regrets and tø his vengeful malice. Ah! 
but he pleads, “E did not do it!” Who iher? “Mr. 
Southard, my Secretary-—a dead man—-"ne of the 
best Secretaries the navy ever bad,-—he did it, not 
1! Sir, was he not responsible for what Mr. 
Southard dic? Was.he not bound to see that Mr. 
Bouthard did no injustice, distributed net the of- 
fices of the people unequally among them? Mr. 
Southard |.ved Virginia, he Hved once in her lim- 
its, and married one of her dsughters. Fe is gone; 
I will not speak his eulogy; it has been mech bet- 
ter spoken by the member himyelf, who now at- 
tempts to throw the blame of this wrong, of which 
he complains, upon the memory of his friend. Sir, 
Mr. Southard would not complain that Virginia 
was honored, were he alive to speak; he would be 
. first to honor her. No, sir; this complaint comes 
from another quarter~—from one who never luved 
Virginia. The old gradge remaiss. Virginia 
never voted for the house of Braintree ! 

Another member from Massachusetis (Mr. Bor 
NELL] has, too, with sinJied repetition, rang the 
same changes upon Virgiaia~—Virginia ! Virginia! 
having all the honors of the Government. Vir- 
pinta has the Sceretary of the Navy ; the first, I 
hebLeve, from the foundation of the Government. 
Virginia bas the firs! clerk of the Department. Yir- 
ginia bas the presidency of the Baard of Comunis- 
sioners, afier fighting his way through the shel: of 
the jast war. Virginia has the chairn 
Committee on Naval Affairs! Yes, s 
any honor in that plaee of your gift, Da: 
of Naval Affairs, after an apprenticeship in the 
ranks of that committee for at least eight years. 
Virginia has everything! 
from the beginning. As at the first, su it is now. 
What? That Viginia has had everything? bas 
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idents to M : 
Sir, ibe unpardoa 
that she 
ever siipped «fl 
This is nothing but 
complaint is noising bul a faugus f 
old, rotien, b tter root. 

As Į told you yesterday, Barr bogan t 
plaint. fn aletler to bis son-in-iaw, Ais 


{ Bee preceding note for this quotation fiom the same poet, $ 
$ q } 


Well, sir, so it bas been | 
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story runs, he wrote that Jackson was the man with 
whose rame to break down the “Virginia dynasty;” 
but, in the course of Providence, Jackson was the 
very man, in the hands of Virginia Democracy, 
with whom to break the head of the house of 
Braintree. Surely a scion of that illustrious house 
ought not tocomplain. If Massachusetts had but 
two, and it tock both tò serve out a Washington 
term cf eight years, yet they were both from the 

same family of Braintree, 
| was said io have been put in by a minority of 
veies in the nation to fill up the uncompleted 
term of the “reign of terror.” And as soon as that 
curse upon the country was fulfilled, he who now 


to my heart, with an effrontery appropriste to har- 
dened inigaity, as if be were an “angel of light,” 
was hurled like a fallen angel from the high piace 
of the people’s power-~a place, like Paratise, too 
pure for the unpardonadle origmal sin of ‘* bargain 
and corruption !” 

But he ssys that now, now, when, in the provi- 
dezee of God, another Virginia President holds the 
power of appsintment, a different rale prevails 
| from that which governed during his own pere 
reiga. [ thank Heaven that another and a 
different rule from his does prevail. Another, 
more jus’, more equal, reforming the inequality 
which he continued, if he did not originate it, bas 
prevailed both under Mc. Badger and Rir. Upshur. 
Mr. Gacger, out of 77 midshipmea appointed by 
him, gave 16 to Virgisia, or 20 percent. Mr. 
Upshur, out of 80, gave 12 to Virginia, or 13 per 
cent Mr. John Q. Adams, when President, out 
of 327, gave LHII w Virginia, Maryland, and the 
District of Columbia, or 34 per cent. Which rule 
is the more equal, the world can jadge. I never 
said that he was the originator ef this incqanlity, 
or that any of the explains or commanders now in 
service were appointed midshipmen by him. The 
officers of ihote grades have to verve until they are 
gray, longer than twelve or twenty years, before 
they become captains or commanders, WhatT 
said was, that the member eonfinued the inequality 
of appointments; that he was as much responsible 
for it as any one living, if not more; end that be 
especially was consibie for it in the corps of 
lieutenants now in the service, many—noat a few of 
whom, as he asserts—were appointed midshipmen 
by him, 

Sir, the member concluded by saying that this 
statement by me is fulse— false as the heart from 
which i proceed:d.” 'Fhi guage was permitted 
to Lim, aad it compels me to reply, that, if it be 


, the state- 
denial fa a3 he who 
as cne who has ever betray- 
er dishonored hiase! 
course towar š s the politi gi 
ofthis nation, whose malice ever sports with the 
trath ia misstating au adversary, and whose con- 
science will never fully awaken to the awful reality 
of demons until about to meet ther in the horrible 
prison-house of eternity! 
Sir, I have bat a word more to add. 
member from: Massacha } o 
oid man, protecied by the inbeeiliy o 
id not have enjoy ngas he has, 
hime tbat Í 
Ti js but 
Reonstant- 
dpat my 
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valne, d 
i 


esncesl disrespect for one, 
asef Ishai beneeforth 
at my hands, with 
ice, wilhoat pity or 
say—of these gentle- 


men whe encourage and hiss on his attacks of vi- 
perons venom, ali £ ask is thatany one or all of 
nem will, in any responsible, tangible shape, un- 


The last of the house: 


rises with the word © corraption” on his lips, imputed - 


> world may - 


dertake to endorse his slanders; or, if they cannot 
obtain their own consent to do that, let them here- 
after only clear the ring, and give me a Jair field 
fora war of words with the member from Massa- 
chuseits himself. I premise you never to spare the 
outlaw again, unless obiiged to do so by the pre- 
vious question. 1 have no other reply, sir, at pres- 
ent, 10 make to any gentleman. 

The debate was continued by Mr. CHARLES 
BROWN; aftcr which, 

Mr. YORKE moved the previous question; which 
was seconded; and the main question ordered. 

Oa motion by Mr. FILLMORS, the yeas and 
pays were ordered; and on the question on concurring 
with the first amendment of the Senate, increasing 
the appropriation from $2,335,000 to $2 600 000, it 
was decided in the nega:iva—yeas 72, nays 105. 

On concurring with the amendment of the Sen- 
ate, striking out the first proviso, it was also de 
cided in the negative—yeas 40, nays 130. 

Ou concurring in the amendment of the Senate, 
increasing the appropriation for the navy-yard at 
Pensacola from $35,000 to $100 000, it was de- 
cided in the negative—vyeas 52, nays 113. 

The remaining amendments were severally con- 
curred in. 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States, transmitiing, in compliance with 
the revolution of the Bouse, a report of the Scere- 
tary of S.ate on the subject of onr relations with. 
the Republic of Texas: laid on the table, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

A message was also received from the President 
ofthe United States, transmitting, in further com- 
pliance wilh the resolution of the House of the 29ih 
April last, the report of Wm. Di. Steuart, esq., one 
of the commissioners appointed to investigate the 
affairs of the New York cusiom-bouse. 

Mr. G. DAVIS inquired wheiher this document 
wouid be printed under the order of the House di- 
recting the printing ef the other reports? 

Some conversation ensued on the subject, be- 
tween the SPEAKER, Messrs. DAVIS, CUSH- 
ING, UNDERWOOD, and others—-resulting in 

Mr. UNDER‘YOOD'S moving that the report 
and decuments ba printed, 

he TURN SY moved to lay that motion on the 
table. 

Mr, CUSHING called for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. TURNEY withdrew his motion; when, 

On motion by Mr. ARNOLD, 

The Douze adjourned, 


IN SENATE, 
SATURDAY, July 23, 1842. 

Mr. WRIGHT presenied a petition from a 
large number of manufacturers of salt in Onon- 
daga county, in the State of New York, They 
represent that the state cf the market is very much 
depressed, and pray that Congress will protect 
Ihat interest by the imposition of a duty equal to 
10 per cent. cn’the bushel of 50 lbs. on all foreign 
salt imporied: ordered to lie on the table, where 
the tarif bill now lies. 

Mr. W. also presented a memorial from a 
large number of merchants of the city of New 
York, on the subject of the duty propozed to be 
levied on cotton guods by the tariff bill now before 
ihe Senate; stating that, if that duty were retained, 
the tari’ wenid be probibitory in character, iu- 
stead of a bill for revenue: ordered to lie cn the 
table. Š 

Mr. W. also presented a memorial from a very 
large number o! persons of the city of New York, 
romonstrating agains! the doty proposed to be im- 
posed on s hing-coppor by the tariff bill'now 
before the Senate, and representing that it would, 
if passed, almost destroy the shipbuilding interest 
ia this country: crdered to He on the table, 

Mr. CRAB TPS presenied a petition from 125 citi- 
zens cf Caledcnia eounty, Va, prasieg the im- 
position ef a duty on cheap -imported wool, to 
enable them to compete with foreign wool-growers; 
which was laid on ihe table. 

Mr. LUNN presented a memorial from the city 
of New York, praying that European leeches may 
be imported free of duly; if not, that the rich only 
could enjoy the benefits trom leeching: ordered to 
lie on the table. i 
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Mr. STURGEON presegted a memotiel from | 


Delaware county, Pennsylvania, praying that, in 
the adjustment of the tariff, sueh a rate of duties 
may be imposed as will give protection to home in- 
dustry: ordered-to lig on the table. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana, from the Committee on 
the Public Lands, io which had been referred 
House bill entitled “An act granting to the county 
of Johnson, in the Territory of lowa, the right of 
pre-emption to a irast of land For the seat of jas- 
tide, and fo repeal the second section of the act of 
March, 1839, supplementary to the act entitled ‘An 
act making a donation of land to the Territory of 
Towa, for the purpose of érectitig public Buildings 
thereon, ” reported the same back without amend- 
ment, 

Mr. S. said, on an examination of the bill, he 
found it was identical, in ils provistons, to a bill 
which had passed the Senate a few days ago; and 
he would, therefore, ask that it be taken up and 
passcd without delay: The bill was iken cdnsider- 
ed, as In cOrhinittee of the whole, reported to the 
Senate, and was read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, frem the Committee on 
the Judiciary, to which had been referred the bill 
to permit the Solicitor of the Treasury to settle, ad- 
just, and compromise the claim of ihe United States 
against Henry Daniel and Thomas Triplett, jt, 
deceased, now, or late of the State of Kentucky, 
reported the same back without amendtnent, and 
With a recommendation that it do pass. 

At the suggestion of Mr. CRITTENDEN, the 
bill was taken up as in committee of the whole; 
and having been explained by that Senator, in re- 
py to an inquiry by Mr. CALHOUN, waz report- 
ed to the Senate; and having been engrossed, ae- 
cording to order,.was read the third time and 
passed, 

Mr. GRAHAM, from the Gommittee on Claims, 
reported back, without amendment, House bills 
for the relief of John Underwood, and for the re- 
lief of the Springfield Manufacturing Company. 

Several adverse reports fram the standing com- 
mittees to private claims were taken up and con- 
eurred in, 

Mr. WALKER moved to postpone ihe previous 
orders of the day, for the purpose of resuming the 
consideration of the bill to provide for the settl- 
ment of the claims arising under the treaty with 
the Choctaw Indians at Dancing Rabbit creek. 

Mr. BUCHANAN inquired whether the com- 
maitiee bad agreed to insert land, instead of money, 
to satisfy the claims? That would govern his vote 
on the motión to take it üp. 

Mr. WALKER was understood to sey that he 
was willing to take eiher, He was anxious to 
have the bill dispos:d of in some way, as he had 
received two memorials lately from his Legislatare, 
pressing the impoitance of a spcecy passage of the 
bill. f ; 

Mr. SEVIER was understood to say that the 
committees of the two Houses had reconciled their 
disagreement; and that if the bill were takea up, it 
would not occupy any length of time. 

Mr. WALKER made some further remarks on 
the importance of taking up the bill, and demanded 
the yeas and nays on the mouon, which were or- 
dered; and the question being put, it was decidedin 
the negative, by yeas 19, nays 21, 

On motion of Mr. CRITTENDEN, the Senate 
took up, as in committee of the whole, the bill to 
amend the act entitled ‘‘An act supplementary to 
the ect entitled ‘An act to amend the judicial sys- 
tem of the United States?” The bill was amend- 
ed, on the recommendation of the Judiciary Com- 
mittee, to read as follows: 


Beit enacted, &c., That the fourth circuit shall be composed 
of the districts of Maryland, Delaware, and Virginia. 

The fifth circuit shall be composed of the districts of Ala. 
bama and Louisiana. 

The sixth circuit shall be composed of the districts of North 
Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia. 

The circuit courts in the district of Virginia shall be holden 
at Richmond on the first Monday in May and on the fourth 
Monday in November. 

The circuit courts in the district of North Carolina shall be 
holden on the fourth Monday of May and second Monday in De- 
cember. 

This-act shall not take effect until the first day of February 
next, before which time the justices of the Supreme Court (or 
a majority of them) of the United States shall allot the several 
districts among the justices of said court. 


The bill was then reported to the Senate; and 


the amendment of the committee of the whole 


‘hazing been concurre! in, the bill was ordered to 


be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. WOODBURY renewed the motion totake 
up the bil for the settlement of claims arising un- 
der the treaty at Dancing Rabbit creek; but the 
motion was disagreed to-ayes 17, noes not 
counted. - 

Mr MERRICK made the motien to take up 
the bill regulating the raies of postage; and the 
question being put, the motion was disagreed to. 

Mr. SEVIER made an ineffectual motion to 
have the bul for the relief of Gardner and others 
taken up and disposed of, 

The bill to regulate appeals and writs of errer 
from the district court of the United States for 
the Northern district of Alabama, was taken up 
as in committee of the whole. 

Messrs. BERRIEN and BAGBY explained and 
advocated the passage of the bill, and Mr KING 
said he could notsee that much benefit could re- 
suit from it; and without further information upen 
the subject of the change prepesed, he could not 
give his sanction to the bill. Foe bill was then 
repcrted to the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed; 
which being done, it was read the third time and 
passed: . . 

House bill entitled An act for the relief of Sylves- 
ter Phelps; and the heirs or Jegal representatives of 
Charles Landon, deceased, came up, asin committee 
of the Whole, in its order} and having been explain- 
ed and defended by Messrs WOODBRIDGE and 
PHFLEPS, and opposed by Messrs. CALHOUN 
and KING, was reported to the Senate, and ordered 


toa third reading—yeas 24, nays noi counted. 


The bil was then read the third time, and passed. 

The following bills were then taken up, as in 
committee of the whole, considered, reported to the 
Senaic, and, having been engrossed according i0 
order, were read the third time; and passed: 

Fouse bill entided An aet for the rchef of John 
P. Converse and Henry J. Rees. 

Huse bill entitled An act for the relief of Ed- 
win H. Childers, administrator of John P. Hick- 
kigh, ` 

The biil for the relief of the legal heirs and rep- 
reséntatives of Hugo Crips, deceased. 

House bill entitled An act to constitute the ports 
of Stonington, Mystic River, and Pawtucket River, 
a éollection district. 

{ @his bill was amended on the recommendation 
of the Commitee on Commerse.] 

House bill entided An act for the relief of Mary 
Wolle, of Penasyivanid, was inken up, as in com- 
mittee of the whole, oa an adverse regort of jhe 
Committee on Pensions; aed, on motion of Mr. 
BATES, was indefinitely posipune?. y $ 

THE NAVAL BILE. à 

The bill making appropriations for the sdpport 
o? the navel service for ihe yeer 1842, b Ving been 
returned from the Hoewe, with a message‘siaiing 
that that Honse had no ured with several of 
the s-nendiments te to the bill, and bad 
conrngred with others, with Honal amende 
menis, the biil was, on motion of Mr. BAYARD, 
referred to the Coramistee on Finance. 

On motion of Mr. MEARRICH, the Senate Ye- 
sumed the consideration, as in commitiee of the 
whole, of the bill to reduce and equalize ihe rates of 
postage; to limit the use, and correct the abuse, of 
the franking privilege; and for other purposes, 

Mr. MERRICK stated that, since the biil had 
been ander discussion yesterday, he had come to 
the conclusion of submitiing some amendments, 
justified by the suggestions then made. 

He would propose to strike out those sections of 
the bill objected to, retaining merely those which 
were so rea onable, and obvicusly necessary as to 
meet the general assent of the Senate. 

‘Phe first seclicn, as it now stands, proposes some 
reduction of postage, but also proposes a Corres- 
pondisg increase. Tue reduction would be on 
letters now paying 64 cenis and those paying 124 
cents; the postage on the former to be 5 cents, and 
on the later 10 cents. The increase would be on 
letters now paying 18% cents, on which it is pro- 
posed to charge, in future, 20 cents. It is the 
opinion of the department that the reduction in the 
one case will be met by the inerease in the other; 


co 


ef tha © 


so that the revenue from postage will not be ma- 
terially affected. - 

The second section relates to relurns to the de- 
partment, to be made quarterly by newspaper edit- 
ors and proprietors, for the purpose of affording 
some check on the postmasters, over whom the 
department, has no check at present. But the Sen- 
ator from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Bucwawan,] having 
yesterday pointed out objections to this section, 
and also to the first section, which, if debated, 
would lead to delay, and interfere with the calen- 
dar, it was his (Mir. M.'s) intention to move to 
strike them ont, with an underslancing that it was 
his intention to introduce a separate bill on Mon- 
day, embiacing them and other sections of this bill, 
which he would presently allude to when proposing 
to strike them out. 

The third section, being essential for the interests 
of the deparment, and unobjectionadie, would re- 
main, and beecme the first section of the present 
bill, as amended, It provides for the redress of a 
great abuse in the transmission of newspapers 
calied mammoth newspapers, of greater size than 
the Journal of Commerce, which is taken as the 
maximum standard, calculated to be 1,307 square 
inches, The postage on this size will be one cent; 
and, for every five inches square beyond that stand: 
ard, one cent additional. He explained the ne- 
cessity of this provision, and again exhibited a 
double mammoth Brother Jonathan, about ten feet 
square. 

Phe sections four, five, and six, contain those 
provisions objected to yesterday as likely to lead 
to protracted debate. ‘Phey related to the franking 
privilege, &e. He would, therefore, move to take 
them out of the present bill, with a view of in- 
serting them with the o:her two before specified in 
the bill which he should introduce on Monday 
next, 

To the succeeding section there would be no ob- 
jection. : , 

The eighth and ninth sections provide for carry- 
ing ou! more effectually she existing law of 1825, 

‘The tenth seclion is to prevent private expresses 
from competing with the department. It prohibits 
them hy fine; but does not affect private persons, 
carrying the leticrs or packages of their friends 
without pay. , 

‘Phe llih section prohibits foreign vessels from 
carrying letiers from port to port cf the United 
States; and the 12ih regulaies the deposite of let- 
ters which they bring to the United Statcs. 

The 13ih section is to enable the Postmaster 
General to make contracts for carrying the mail on 
steamboats, &c. for shorter periods than four years, , 
which he is not authorized to do under existing 
laws. It will bein his power, for instance, on the 
Western waters, fo contract with steamboat own- 
ers for a single wip, or for a month or year, which 
it is expected will, in that quarter alone, enable 
him to effect a saving of between forty aad fifty 
thousand dollars. 

Phe fourteenth section is intended to encourage 
he system of private boxes in the post offices of 
large towns. At present, a postmaster may as 
$3,000 of such rent, bat not beyond that; an 
therefore besomes indifferent. about affording fur- 
ther accommodation. This section gives him a 
commission of 124 per cent. on all rent received 
for the department beyond that sum. f 

Mr. BUCHANAN expressed his approbation of 


ment 3 y airman of the 
the amendments proposed by the chairman of t 
to offer in relation 


committee, and hai no objection 
to ihe sections of the bill reiained. . 

Mr. MERRICK now moved to strike out the five 
sections which he had specifed, : 

Mr. KING objected to striking out tne first stc- 
tion. He proposed a division of the question. 

Mr. CONRAD concurred with the Senator from 
Alabama. He thought the first section ought to be 
retained. ar 

There was some debate on this print, ch te 
sulted in the question being. separated; so that n 
was first taken on striking out the 2d, 5th, 6:h, an 
7th sections, which was agreed jo; and then the 

vestion recurred on striking out the lst section- 

i i a stage. 
t relating to the charge of postag 
Dne tention nf the rection was advocated by 
Messrs. BAGBY, KING, CONRAD, MERRICK, 


1 


which re- 
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CALHOUN, SIMMONS, BENTON, and Mo- 
ROBERTS, and opposed by Messrs. BUCHANAN 
and SEVIER. Bat, sceing the sen-e of the Senate 
in favor of the cladse, Mr. BUCHANAN with- 
drew his opposition; and the question was not taken 
on striking, it out. 

Mr. SIMMONS then moved to amend the sec- 
tion, by substituting the following rates of postage: 

For single letters transmitted by mail any dis- 
tance not exceeding 30 miles, 5 cents; exceeding 

“30 but not 150 miles, 10 cents; exceeding 150 bat 
not 350 miles, 15 cents; exceeding 350 but not 600 
miles, 20 cents; exceeding 600 miles, 25 cents. 

Mr. MERRICK opposed this as a dangerous ex- 
periment, in the present financial condilion of the 
Government. 

‘Mr. SIMMONS showed that the same arguments 
applied to the whole, that applied to a pari; and that 
an increase of revenue might be expected from the 
change. 

Mr. BUCHANAN thought it would throw the 
burden of the Post Office Department on the public 
treasury, to the amount of a very serious loss which 
must occur in the revenue from postage. 

Mr. WOODBURY pointed out that the respon- 
sibility of the change proposed in the section, as it 
now stocd, would lie with the department ise! f; 
but, if this amendment were adopied, the responsi- 
bility would rest upon the Senate for not consult- 
ing with the department, or wailing for its esti- 
mates, which would be furnished if demanded. 

Mr. EVANS approved of the priaciple, and 
thought a reduction of postage toa certain extent 
would increase the revenue of the department. 
He would suggest a modification of the amend- 
ment. It was to make the postage up to 30 miles, 
5 cents; to 150 miles, 10 cents; to 300 mites, 15 
cents; to 500 miles, 20 cents; and exceeding 500 
miles, 25 cents. 

Mr. SIMMONS accepted the modification. 

Mr. BUCHANAN called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. 

‘The question was then taken, and resulted—yeas 
Q0, nays 15, as follows: 

YEAS--Messis. Bates, Benton, Berrien, Calhoun, Choate, 
Clayton, Crafis, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Huntirgton, Linn, 
Miller, Porter, Simmons, Smith of {ndiana, Sprague, ‘Tappan, 
White, and Woodbridge—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bagby, Bayard, Buchanan, Conrad, Cuth- 
bert, Fulton, Kerr, King, McRoberts, Mangum, Merrick, 
Rives, Sevier, Walker, and Woodbury—165. 

So the amendment, as modified by Mr. Evans, 
was adopted. 

Mr. MERRICK then proposed several verbal 
amendments to each of the sections retained, which 
were all successively adopted. 

The bill was then reported back to the Senate, 
and the amendments were concurred in. 

I was ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 
ing, and, with the amendments, to be printed. 


Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, 
to which had been referred the bill making appro- 
priations for the support of the naval service for the 
year 1842, as returned from the House of Repre- 
sentatives with amendments to the certain amend- 
ments of the Senate, and with disagreeing votes to 
cihera, reported that the committee had considered 
the matter, and had instructed him to recommend 
an adherence to the amendments of the Senate, 
and a disagreement to the amendments of the 
House; and also to recommend the appointment of 
a committee of conference. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN intimated a desire lo de- 
bate the report of the cofmitce, and moved an 
adjournment; which motion was agreed io, and 

"Phe Senate adjourned tll Monday. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Sarvapay, July 23, 1842. 

Mr, STOKELY presented the petion of the 
members of the bar of the State of Ohio, practising 
in the district court of the United States for the dis- 
triet of Ohio, representing that the salary cf the 
judge of that court is wholly inadequate to the da- 
ues required of said officer. 

The SPEAKER announced the unfinished busi- 
ness to ba the moiion to priat the report of Wi- 
liam M. Steuart; one of the commissioners on the 
New York custom-house, received from the Presi; 
dent in his message of yesterday. 
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Mr. ARNOLD. asked leave to introduce a bill to 
reduce the pay and mileage of members of Con- 
gress, and to repeal all other laws on the subject. 

Objection being made by several— 

M:. ARNOLD moved to suspend the rules; 
which motion was rejected. 

Mr. COWEN said that, as this was the day 
which, by the rules, should be devoted to private 
business, ke would move that the House resolve it- 
self into Committee of the Whole.” 

Mr. COWEN then ealled for the orders of the 
day. ’ na 

The motion to print Mr. Steuari’s report, on 
which the previous question had been moved, was 
taken up. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved to lay the question on the 
table. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland inquired whether 
the printing had been ordered under the resolution 
heretofore passed; and whether, if the motion to lay 
the questicn on the table prevailed, the printing 
would not go on. 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman could judge 
of the effect of the resolation as well as the Chair, 
and directed it to be read. The Chair bad no ai- 
thority to decide what would be the effect of the 
resolution. 

The resolution having been read, 

Mr. BRIGGS withdrew his motion. 

Aftera brief conversation, Mr. STAN LY renew- 
ed the motion to lay the question of printing on the 
table; but, on taking the question, Mr. 8's moticn 
was rejected. 

The main question was then ordered. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON called for the reading of 
the report, and it was read accordingly. 

Tre question was then taken on printing, and 
decided in the affirmative—yeas 84, nays 66. 

The CHAIR communicated the following re- 
ports from the executive departments: 

A report from the Department of State, trans- 
milting, in compliance with a resolution of the 
House, an abstract of the regulations of the king- 
dom of France, commonly called the régie on the 
tobacco duties. 

Also a communication from the Treasury De- 
pariment, containing a statement of the publie debt 
of the city of Washington up to the 2d ef September 
Jxst--this dccument completing the statement of 
the debts of the several States and Territories, eall- 
edfor by a resolution of the House: laid on the ta- 
bie, and ordered to be printed. 

A number of bills from the Senate were read 
twice, and referred. 

After the several bills from the Senate had been 
read a firstand second time, and referred to appro- 
priate committees— 


Mr. BURNELL asked leave to introduce a bill 
in relation to the manner of enlisting apprentices 
in the navy, &c. He moved to suspend the rules, 
for the purpose of receiving it; but the House re- 
fused to suspend. 

Rr. UNDERWOOD desired to offer a resolu- 
tion calling upon the Secretary of the Treasury for 
copies of all circulars issued to the collectors of the 
customs and revenue officers since June 30th. 

Mr. COWEN said he must object, as Long as so 
many private claims remained unacted on, 

THE BANKRUPT LAW. 


The House then resumed the consideration of 
the report of the Committee on the Judiciary, de- 
claring that it was inewpedient to include banks and 
other corporations within the operation of the gen- 
erai bankrupt law. The severai motions to lay on 
the fable, recommit, &c., baving hitherto failed, 
the question now recurved upon the adoption cf 
the resolation of the committee, declaring that it 
was inexpedient to include corporations within the 
operation of such a law. The House refused to 
adopt the resolution, by a vote of 53 to 113, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Babcock, Barnard, Barton, Botts, Sampson 
H. Butler, William Butler, Carnthers, Childs, Chittenden, 
Cross, Deherry, Everett, Thomas F. Foster, Gamble, Giddings, 
Goggin, Graham, Gustine, Houston, Hunter, James, King, 
Linn, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Meriwether, Morgan, Mor- 
row, Osborne, Owsley, Payne, Pickens, Pope, Powell, Alex- 
ander Randall, Rhett, Ridgway, Rodney, Saltonstall, Truman 
Smith, John T. Stuart, Summers, Sumter, Taliaferro, Richard 
W. Thompson, Toland, Tomlinson, Trumball, Warren, Joseph 
1, White, Christopher H. Williams, and Yorke—53, 


NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Landaf W. Andrews, Sher- 
lock J. Andrews, Appleton, Arnold, Arrington, Atherton, Ba- 
ker, Bidlack, Birdseye, Black, Boardman, Borden, Bowne, 
Boyd, Brewster, Briggs, Bronson, Aaron V. Brown, Charles. 
Brown, Burke, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, Cal- 
houn, William B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Casey, 
John C. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, Clifford, Clinton, Janes: 
Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Cushing, Daniel, Garrett. 
Davis, Richard D. Davis, Dean, Doig, Lastman, John C. Ed- 
wards, Egbert, Fessenden, Fillmore, John G. Floyd, Charles A. 
Floyd, Gentry, Gerry, Patrick G. Goode, Granger, Gwin, Hall, 
Halsted, Harris, Hastings, Hays, Hopkins, Houck, Charles J. 
Ingersoll, J. R. Ingersoll, W. W. Irwin, Cave Johnson, Keim, 


John P. Kennedy, Lane, Littlefield, Abraham McClellan, Rab- 
ert McClellan, McKay, McKeon, Marchand, Alfred Marshall,. 
Samson Mason, J. T. Mason, Mathiot, Mathews, Miller, Mitch- 
ell, Morris, Newhard, Parmenter, Patridge, Pendleton, Plumer, 
Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, Read, Reding, Reynolds, Riggs, 
Roosevelt, James M. Russell, Sanford, Saunders, Shepperd, 
Si yder, Stanly, Steenrod, Stokely, Sweney, Jacob Thompson, 
Tillinghast, Turney, Underwood, Van Buren, Ward, Watter- 
son, James W, Willisms, and Joseph L. Williams—113. 


Mr. ROOSEVELT said that the House having, 
in effect, decided that it was expedient to include 
corporations, he would move to recommit the re- 
port, with instructions to report a bill. 

The SPEAKER decided the motion to be out of 
order. 

After some conversation between Messrs. AR- 
NOLD, BARNARD, ROOSEVELT, and the 
SPEAKER, on a question of order— 

Mr: ROOSEVELT said be would move a recon- 
sideration of the vote just taken, and explain the 
object he wished to attain. Some months since, 
the House passed a resolution, instructing the Gom- 
mittee on the Judiciary to inquire into the expe- 
diency of including corporations in the operations: 
of the bankrupt jaw. The committee reported it 
to be inexpedient. The House now decided to re- 
ject the report of the Judiciary Committee; and, 
in doing so, virtually declared that a bill should be 
brought in. He moved to reconsider the vote, im 
order that the committee might be instructed te. 
bring in a bill; and called the previous question on 
the motion. 

Mr. JAMES COOPER moved to lay the moe. 
tion on the table. 

After some conversation on points of order, in 
whieh Messrs) ADAMS, BRIGGS, and the 
SPEAKER took part— 

Mr. CAVE JOSNSON suggested to his friend 
from New York [Mr, Roossvext] to withdraw his 
motion to reconsider, and bring the question before 
the House on an appeal from the decision of the 
Chair, declaring it out of order to move a recom- 
mitment of the report, with instructions to bring 
ina bill. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT having complied with this 
request, and appealed from the Speakei’s decis- 
ion— 

Mr, STANLY, observing that he considered the 
whole effort but an elvctionceritg movement, made 
a motion that the appeal be jaid on the table, 

This motion was carried—ayes 91, noes 52. 

Mr. BOWNE then moved a reconsideration of 
the vote rejecting the resolution of the Judiciary 
Committee. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved to Jay this motion on the 
table. Carried—ayes 83, noes 80. 

Mr. BLACK asked leave to offer the following 
resolution: . 

Resoived, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 


to report a bill to this House to repeal the act establishing a 


uniform system of bankruptcy, passed at 3 si 
eee. ptcy, passed at the Ist session of the 


Messrs. G. DAVIS, BARNARD, and YORKE 
objected to the reception of the resolution. , 
_ Mr. BLACK moved a suspension of the rules, 
in order to receive il; but the House refused to 
suspend, 

So that oll attempts at action, on the part of the 
House, in relation te Ihe bankrupt law, were unsuc- 
cessful. 

x THE PRESENT TARIFF LAWS. 

Mir. BARNARD, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, asked leave to make a report in answer 
to ike resolution of the House, referring to that 
committee the circulars issued from the Treasury 
Department to colleciors of the customs, in relation 
to the manner of collecting duties on imports, He 
desired tbat the report be laid on the table and 
printed, and moved the previous question on the 
moiion. f 

Mr. SAUND ingui i 
ieta ERS inguired what accompanied 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


; The SPEAKER said that no bill accompanied 
it 
Mr. SAUNDERS said that the chairman of the 
coromiuee [Mr. Barnarp] was instructed to report 
a bill. 

Here Mr. BARNARD called him to order. 

Mr. SAUNDERS. I call him to order, He 
has no right to practise a fraud on the committee 
and the House. 

Mr. BARNARD. 
der. 

Mr. SAUNDERS said the gentleman had ro 
right to make such a report without the authority of 
the committee. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON called for the reading 
of the report; which was ordered, and proceeded 
with for some fime; when ; 7 i 

Mr. CUSHING said that tbe morning hour had 
expired; and he called for the orders of the day. 

Mr. STANLY hoped that another hour would 
be taken. 

Mr. BARNARD then said he was directed to re- 
port a bill. 

Mr. SAUNDERS said that the gentleman had 
no right te accompany the bill with a report. 

Mr. BARNARD said he understood his duties 
as well as the gentleman from North Carolina, 
who was endeavoring to point them out to him. 

Mr. SAUNDERS observed that five members of 
the committee had voted against the report; in op- 
position to whom, the gentleman was now seeking 
to present it to the House as the report of the com- 
mitlee. 

At this stage of the preceedings, a motion was 
made by Mr. CUWEN that the House resolve it- 
selfinto a Committee of the Whole House, in or- 
der to take up the private calendar. 

Mr. STANLY called for the yeas and nays; 
which were taken, aud resulted thus—yeas 84, 
nays 85. j 

Mr. BRIGGS moved to go into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union; which was 
negatived. 

Mr. STANLY moved to suspend the rules, for 
the purpose of continuing the reading of the report 
of the chairman of the Judiciary Commitiee. ‘The 
motion was negatived. 


Mr. FILLMORE asked if there were not some 
private bills on the table, 

The SPEAKER replied in the negative. 

Mr. FILLMORE then moved to go into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the army appropriation 
bill, with the amendments of the Senate. [Cries of 
“Agreed.”] 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON observed that it would 
be better to permit the bill for the reduction of the 
army to be taken up first. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he had no objection, if 
that bill was before the House; but, until the ap- 
propriation bill was passed, no payments could be 
made. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi asked if it 
would be in order to move to go into committee on 
the private calendar, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD hoped the balance of the 
day would be devoted to District business. 

Mr. COWEN said he hoped the motion of the 
gentleman from New York, [Mr. Fittmory,} which 
had the precedence, would be voted upon, with the 
understanding that, if it failed, the House would 
take up the private calendar. 

Mr. BARNARD asked the House to receive the 
bill which he had been instructed to report from 


I call the gentleman to or- 


the Judiciary Commitiee, so that it could be print. ` 


ed. He sent the bill io the table, and it was read 
by the Clerk. It was entitled “A bill to supply a 
temporary defect or failure in the laws relating to 
the collection of duties on imports.” 

The Clerk read the bili through, as follows: 


1. That upon all goods and merchandise which} have been 
imported into the United States since the 30th day of Jnne last, 
orshall be imported between that day and the day when any 
act which may be passed at the present session of Congress, 
imposing duties on imports, shall become a law, and go into 
operation, and which goods, wares, and merchandise would 
have been subject to any duty upon their importation, by Jaws 
then existing, if they had been imported at any time between 
the ist:and 30th day of June last, there shall be levied, collect- 
ed, aud paid on suchas would have been subject by such laws 
toa daty of 20 per cent. ad valorem, or more,a duty or tax of 
20 percent. ad valorem; and on such as would have been sub- 
ject, by such laws, to a duty of less than 20 per cent. ad yalo- 
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rem, a duty or tax in every case equal tothe daty towhich they 
would have becn subject by such laws, ; 

_ 2. Thatall laws existing and in force on.the Ist day of June, 
imposing duties on imports, and providing for the collection of 
such duties, and a:l provisions in such laws, or any of them, in 
regard to the payment of duties in cash, or the allowance of 
credits in regard to the keeping of goods in public stores, 


“in regard to appraisements, and the duty of appraisers, 


collectors, and otħer officers, in regard to discriminations, in 
regard to drawbacks, in regard td pains, penalties, and forfeit- 
ures, and in regard to a!l other matters and things embraced 
in such laws and provisions, shall, so far as the same are or 
may be applicable, and can be applied to this act, as an act 
for imposing and collecting a duty, or tax, on imported 
goods, wares, and merchandise, he deemed, and taken to be, 
and shall be in free for the collection of the duty or tax im- 
posed by this act, as fully and eilectually as 1f every regulation, 
restriction, penalty, forfeiture, provisioù, clause, matier, and 
thing in thelaws aforesaid, were inserted in, and re-enacted by, 
this act; but the same shall not be deemed to be revived and in 
force, by anything in thisact contained, for any other purpose, 
antto any other effect whatever, 

2 That in all cases of goods, wares, and nierchandisé, on 
which a duty or tax is imposed by this act, and upon which, 
on their importation, duties have been or shal! be paid, under 
laws supposed to be in force for the imposition and collection 
of duties on imports, since the 30ih of June last, and which 
payments of daties have been or shall be made under protest, 
Itshall be lawful for the respective collectors, or other officers 
of the customs having the matier in charge, (retaining so much 
of such duties paid as aforesaid under pretest, as will satisfy 
the duty or tax imposed by this act,) to remit and pay over the 
excess, if any, tu (ke persun or persons claiming and ended 
thereto, 


Mr. BARNARD moved the reference of the bill 


_to the Commitlee of the Whole on the state of the 


Union, and that it be printed. 8 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON thought it would be bet- 
ter to pass the bill immediately, unless some gen. 
tleman desired to debate it. He therefore moved 
the engressment of the bill. 

The SPEAKER informed the gentleman from 
‘Fennessee that, being an appropriation bill, or a 
bill levying taxes, it mast necessarily to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON suggested thatit was a 
bill to legalize duties already levied. 

Tie House then refered the bill to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the sta‘e of the Union. 

Mr. ADAMS asked if the report would be print- 
ed wiih the bill. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON said, if it was but the 
report of a minority of the commitiee, he should ob- 
ject. 

Mr. SAUNDERS begged to make an explanate- 
ry statement; and, having done so, he was followed 
by Messrs. ROOSEVELT, BARNARD, and 
MAXWELL, who stated the position in which the 
matter stood in the standing ecmmittee, which 
appeared tobe this: The comtittee consists of 
pine members, a maiority of whom Mr. SAUNDERS 
understood to be opposed to the conclusions, at 
least, of the report; but the meeting which adopted 
the report consisted of six members only, a majori- 
ty of whom (‘hough a minority of the commiuee) 
gave it ther sanction; and thus the chairman was 
justified in making the report. 

The previous question, which Mr. Barxarp had 
moved, was then sus’ained hy the House; and the 
printing was ordered by ycas and nays, by a ma- 
jority of 93 to 64. 

Mr. FILLMORE again moved that the House 
resolve itself inio a Commitee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union; which motion was agreed 
to, and Mr. SUMMERS tock the chair. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved that the committee take 
up a bill 10 make permaneut and provide for the 
payment of ceriaig clerks in the Auditor’s ofice of 
the Post Office Denariment. 

Mr. ADAMS moved to take up the bul relatiag 
to French spoliations prior to 1800, which stood 
first on the calenuar, and had been partially acted 
upon. ; 
Mr. C. JOHNSON suggested that the House 
bad better taxe up the biil recenily reporied by the 
chairman of the Judiciary Comraittee. 

fdr. FILLMORE said they had not seen it. 

Mr. EARNARD remarked that nothing could 
be lost by delay; for, whenever it was passed, it 
would reach back to the 39th of June. 

Afier some other irregular conversation, the 
colmittee took up and considered the men- 
tioned by Mr. Brrcas; and, after a brief explana- 
tory debate between Messrs. MERIWETHER, 
GILMER, GRANGER, and others, it was leid 
aside, to be reported to the House. 

Mr. ADAMS renewed his motion that the com- 
miltee take up the French snoliation Dill. 


Mr. FILLMORE moved to take up the 
bill. oe yee oe 
Mr. TILLINGHAST moved to take up the bill 
from the Senate in relation to the result of the ex- 
ploring expecition. * 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON said, if it was intended 
to reduce the army at the present session, the bill 
having that purpose should be acted upon before 
ibe army appropriation Dill. 

The committee agreed to fake up the army ap- 
propriation bill as amended hy the Senate. 7 

Mr FILLMORE hoped it would not be déemed 
necessary by any gentleman tp debate the bill, bu 


that the vote would be at onceitaken. f: 7; 


Mr. GWIN observed that it iwas known to those 
who had observed his coursejon this bill when it 
was first before the House, that be héd voted for 
every reduction that bad been incorporated ia the 
biil as sent to the Senate. Some eeks ago he 
had given his reasons, while the\jnavy bill was un- 
der consideration, for wishing We appropriation 
for that branch of the service, as wel! as the one 
now under consideration, postponed for a time, 
until we could asceriain the result of an important 
negotiaiion then in progress in (his city between 
this Government and Great Britain. He bad 
stated then, if that negotiation terminated amica- 
bly, he thought ihat large reductions both in the 
army and navy onght to be made. The state of 
the treasury demands it. Within a day or two 
past, this city has been rife with rumors of the ter- 
mination of this negotiation, so far as the North- 
eastern boundary was concerned. The fact 
was announced yesterday morning in the Na- 
tional Intelligencer, of its termination wanting 
the sanction of the commissioners of the State of 
Maine; and this morning we have the authority of 
the same paper for saying that these commission- 
ers have agreed to the terms of the negotiation. 
These important announcements have naturally 
caused inquiries as to the terms upon which this 
long disputed question has been settled, and he had 
heard it stated by various individuals what those 
terms were, He did not vouch for the correctness 
of the statements he had heard; but he believed 
them to be true, and upsn that belief he acted. 
He bad heard that, by this’ treaty, we are to sur- 
render a large portion of the territory claimed by 
Maine and Massachusetts, and which-had been 
awarded to us by the King of the Netherlands, 
when he acted as unapire jn the settlement of this 
question beiween the two Governments. This ter- 
ritory is to be given up to Great Britain, and, in cone 
sideration for its surrender by the States of Maine 
and Massachusetts, we, the United States, are to 
pay to said States three hundred thousand dollars 
in cach, and the whole of the expenses they have 
incurred ia surveying and defending said territory, 
amounting to about two bucdred thousand dollars 
more; and this territory, thus surrendered, is of the 
utmost importance to the military defence of the 
country in time of war. There were other items in 
tae treaty that ke had heard mentioned; but this 
was the one most reprehensible. He observed that 
he came from the largest exporting State of the 
Usion—one more deepiy interested in the question 
of war with Great Britain than any other—froma 
State remote {rom the terriory in dispute, and 
therefore without any of the prejudices that location 
might naturally ereaie; yet, rather than vote a'dol- 
lar to buy this territory from Maine and Massa- 
chusetts, to give it to Great Britain—a territory so 
important in the eventofa wat between the two na- 
tions, and the surrender of which (if it belonged to 
ui) on any terms be considered cisgraceful to 
the country—~he would voie for millions to defend 
the possession of that territory against the power of 
Great Britain. 

Mr. STANLY here rose, and suggested to the 
gentleman from & ppi that he was entering 
upon a subject of great excitement in this House 
and the country; and which, if entered into at all, 
must lead to a long and exeiling debate, and be 
hoped he woald abstain. from alluding to it at all 
now, and let this bill pass. 

Mr. GWIN observed, in. answer to the gentle. 
man from North Carolina, that he was giving —and 
he intended to do 1t briefly—the reasons that might 
induce him to give a vote different irom the one he 
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had given when, this question was formerly before 
the House. : 

He had not made up his miad to vote against the rê- 
ductions in the army, as proposed in this bill, when it 
passed this House; but, if he did vote against these 
reductions, he wished bis constituents to know 
why he gave that vote. He said he was not for 
buying peace with Great Britain. He preferred 
war to peace On dishonorable terms; and this sur- 


yender of territory was a national question, in < 


which the interest and honor cf the country were 
to be as much considered as the interest of partic- 
ular States. He was not familiar with the loca- 
tion of this territory; but he bad been informed 
that it was of the utmost importance to Great 
Britain, for the protection of her Canadian posses- 
“sions. We now approach within fifteen or twenty 
miles of the &t. Lawrence, and only double 
that distance from Quebec, which we could 
approach, by a two-days’ march from our 
poundary. This treaty would throw us off 
the ridge dividing the waters of the St. Lawrence 
and St. John’s, where we could, with advantzge, 
make fortifications, and would also increase the dis- 
tance we would have to march in the enemy’s coun- 
ty, in the event of an invasion of Canada by this 
country. 

_Mr. STANLY again interposed, and called the 
gentlemen to order; and asked the Chair to decide 
whether Mr. Gwin was in order to introduce the 
Northeastern boundary question into the discussion 
on this, bill. 7 : 

Mr: GWIN observed to Mr. Stranky, that he 
would finish all he intended to say in five minutes, if 
not interrupted. 

Mr; STANLY said that, in that five minutes, he 
might allude to questions that would inevitably 
lead to a long discussion, which he wished to 
avoid. 

The CHAIR requested Mr. Gwin to confine 
himself to the question before the committee. 

Mr. GWIN inquired of the Chair whetber the 
question now before the committee was not a re- 
duction of the army. 

The CHAIR answered that it was. 

Mr. GWIN said his remarks, then, were perti- 

nent to the question. He was utterly opposed to 
the ratification of this treaty, so far as this item 
-went. lf itshould not be ratified, a war might, 
and he believed would, be the result; and ke was 
prepared for war, rather than buy a peace by the 
snrrender of an important portion of our territory. 
He said that we could expect nothing from Great 
Britain by yielding to her demands. If we wished 
to preserve peace with her, we must present a bold 
and determined front, and surrender nothing that 
we conceive we are entided to. And, above all, let 
us not purchase peace with a nation that we have 
whipped in two wars, and can whip ina third, if 
necessary. He was not for war, if an honorable 
peace could be obtained. 

He would say nothing more on the subject at pres- 
ent. He had not determined whether he would 
vote for the proposed reductions, or not; but he 
would state, in advance, that he would never vote 
for the half milion of dollars required lo get the 
relinquishment of this territory from the Sates of 
Maine and Massachusetts, that we may give it to 
Great Britaiz. He would rather vote millions to 
defend our tertitory against the encroachments of 
Great Britain. 

Mr. GILMER, like the gentleman from Miszis- 
sippi, [Mr. Gwin,] had yoied for a reduction of 
the army; and he should do so sgain. He egreed, 
too, with the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
Fintmore] as to the propriety of not protraging 
this debate; and he rose for the purpose of protest- 
ing against the course pursued by the gentleman 
from Mississippi, [Mr. Gwin.] He bad depre- 
cated more than once the allusions rasde to our 
foreign relations: those relations had beea cf an 
extremely delica'e nature; aad he was satisfied 
that no good could result from a premature discus- 
sion of tbem in this House, particularly when those 
relations were the subject of negotiation. Now, 
what were the reasons which the geatleman from 
Missis-ipp:! relied on as Fis excuse for not voting 
for the redaction of the army? First, rumors, 
which he (Mr. Giumer) too had heard, and which 


| 
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(if rumor were true) he should deprecate as much 

-as the gentleman from Mississippi. First, then, 
they were 10 act 02 «rumor, which told them that 
an unfavorable treaty had been negotiated; but, if 
it were so, it would have to pass a revision by. the 
Senate; and if it were of suek a nature as the gen- 
tleman from Mississippi designated; he was satis- 
fied it could not receive the constitutional ratifica- 
tion of the Senate of the United States. 

Again, grant that it was so: did it follow that 
we'were to have war? He hoped not. But if they 
conceded war was to be one of the consequences, 
did it follow that this could not be acted upon with 
the same degree of calmness and intelligence as 
when it was last under consideration? When be 
last addressed the House on this bill, it was then 
a question of peace; but the gentleman from Mis- 
sissippi need be under no apprehension of any 
division ona question of national honer when it 
shou'd arise. He had advocated the reduction of 
the army on the sound principles of economy; and 
did the gentleman from Mississippi know anyiaing 
which required that they should raise the army to 
the war standard? He protested against being in- 
fluenced by “rumor; he supposed ali would soon 
be made known; it would be discussed in the Sen- 
ate; and, ifethey were to have war, he repeated 
what he said when this bill was last under discus- 
sion—that the present army would not do even to 
begin to talk about. If war should come, they 
would have to introduce a new bill and a new sys- 
tem; and thea they would see the necessity of car- 
rying out, not only practical reforms, but of puri- 
fying the army, rank and file, and of putting itin 
a better condition, and of increasing it to five or 

. ten times the force now employed. 


Mr. FESSENDEN regretted this premature 
discussion. No treaty could be concluded without 
the asseut of four gentlemen of high character 
and standing from his own State, (Maine ;) and if 
the arrangement were so disgraceiul as it was said 
to be by the gentleman from Mississippi, and so 
injurious to the national honor as to call up the 
chivalric feelings of the gentlemen of the South, he 
was sure those four gentlemen would not assent to 
it. He (Mr. Fessenpen) hoped some arrangement 
had been made; indeed, he understood it was sc; 
but it must be borne in mind that it mast go to the 
Senate, in whose hands, tegeiher with the Presi- 
dent, was the honor of the ration, He could not 
conceive, then, that ihere was any propriety in dis- 
cussing the diplomatic arrrangements while they 
were yet going en; and he protested against this 
manner of meeting the question, 

He argued that, though this same subject had 
been open and debated for so many years, ithad 
been stil impossible to get up a war feeling upon 
it, He knew not what arrangements might have 
been made by the parties to the negotiations which 
had been going on; but, if they were consistent 
with the honor and interests of Maine, he, for one, 
was ready to accede to them, If they were not, 
he must do the Representatives from his Siate the 
jastice to suppose that they would noi carry any 
such disadvantageous arrangements. into effet. 
He concurred in the opinion that it was premature 
to take up a mere ramor, which might be with or 
without foundation, and thereon adept the action 
of the Hoase of Representatives. He hoped the 
Flouse would not act in advance; but trat, in all 
the diseussions which might be had upon this bul, 
it would ve taken for granted that the Representa- 
tives of Maine would act as became them when- 
ever the proper time arrived. 


Mr. POPS expressed bis regret that his friend 
from Mississippi [Mr. Gwin] should have raised 
the alarm in debating this bill. His own rule 
was to presume ‘hat the publie authorities had 
Gene their duty, until he knew to the contrary. 
He had never supposed that war would arise; and 
therefore, in his votes upoa the army bill, had al- 
ways contemplated the existence of a peace esiab- 
lishment. He bad voted for a reduction of the 
army, chiefly with a view to arrest the expend- 
itares of the Government, and prevent an ulti- 
mate resort to direct taxation. Should the amend- 
ments of the Senate be agreed to, and the appro- 
priations contained in the bill be voted for, the 


J) pill reducing the army W 


| to the present force of the army; 


p 


ould sleep the sleep of 


death. 

There was one observation of the gentlemaw 
from Maine, (Mr. Fessenpen } which he objected 
to. It was his declaration, that, without the con- 
sent of Maine and Massachusetts, no treaty could 
be concluded. Fie was wiiling to consult those 
States; bat not to yield the constitutional power of 
making 3 treaty without their concurrence. 

Mr. FESSENDEN rose to make an explanation, 
and was understood to deny the interpretation put 
upon his remarks by. the gentleman from Keh- 
tucky, [Mr. Pore] He only meant to intimate: 
that it was conceded that the present commission. 
could not make a treaty, or cede any portion of the 
territory of Maine, without the consent of her com- 
missioners. , 

Mr. POPE made a few further remarks, with a 
view to show that, in his votes upon the army bill, 
he was not influenced by any feeling of hostil#y to 
the present Ad ministration. ; 

Mr. FILLMORE urged the necessity of taking 
the question at once, OT else the debate would be 
continued a week, without changing a vole. 

Mr. MERIWETHER rose, as he said, for the 
purpose of saying that no rumors—vague in their: 
character, and without any responsible author or 
source—could drive him from the purpose which 
he had hitherto undertaken to effect. He had 
heard many ramors; but they were net such as 
should guide the Jegislation of the House. if 
Maine and Massachusetts were satisfied with the 
arrangement said to have been made, he was will- 
ing to let things remain as they were; at the same. 
time avowing bis readiness to come to their defence, 
and stand by them, when it should become reces- 
sary. With these remarks, he would dismiss thts. 
part of the subject. 

Phere was one remark of the gentleman from: 
New York [Mr. Fistmorg] to which he would al- 
lude. That gentleman had said, let the amend- 
ments of the Senate to this bili be carried or not, 
pass this bill, and then take up the bill reducing, 
the army, and pass that also. 


Mr. FILLMORE rose to explain. He had nos 
said that the bill reducing the’ army should ber 
passed. Troe, he remarked that he was indifferent. 
as to the fate of the Senate amendments. All be 
wanted was action, action. 

Mr. MERIWETHER said be was sure, if the 
House agreed to the amendments of the Senate to 
its bill, we might bid farewell to the bill. for ređe- 
cing the army. He referred tv the message of the 
President, at the commencement of the session, in 
which an increase of the army was recommended. 
The President proposed an addition of 3,060 mern 
and did gentle- 
men suppose that he would sign a bill reducing the 
army? Certainly not: he would veto it, and rely 
on his conscience for support. How, then, were the 
Representatives of the people to meet him? He 
answered, by appending the reduction to the gener- 
al appropriation bili, Such bad alreacy been the 
course of the majority of the House, and he hoped 
they would be fira: in their determination. 

Mr. ANDREWS here obiained the floor, and 
moved that the committee rise, but subsequently 
withdrew his motion. 

Mr. BLACK said he rose for the purpose of ob- 
j-eting to the course pursued by the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. Giemer.] Toat genileman had said 
that it was not in place to allude to a treaty with a 
foreign power, and had deprecated all discussion. 
He would ask the gentleman if the Representatives 
of the people had not as much right to allude to 
treaties, fer the purpose of explaining their course 
upon important matters of legislation, as the Globe, 
the Intelligencer, or any other party newspaper. , 
Surely, if a grave mauer of this kind ought to be 
alluded to at all, the right to do it belonged to none 
more appropriately than the Representatives of the 
‘people. He did not understand the gentleman 
from Mississippi [Mr. Gwin] as alluding to the de- 
tails of the treaty said to have been concladed, 
but only to the general ruracr of such a treaty, for 
the purpose of showing his constituents why he 
had abandored his position, and determined to ad- 
vocate the increased appropriation for the army. 
-He could not refrain from expressing his cordial 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


BY BLAIR AND RIVES. 


27TH CONGrccoee2D SESS. 


—— 


WEEKLY 
FRIDAY, JULY 29, 1842. 


. Continued from No. 49. 
approbation at the course pursued by the gentle- 
man from Mississippi. 


There was a remark of bis colleague [Mr. MERI- 
WETHER,] to which he could not assent. It was, 
that Massachusetts and Maine might do what they 
liked; he would not interfere. He kaew not what 
might be the precise opinions of bis colleague as 
to the right of the States; but, if be understood him 
as admitting that any Siate bad a right to dismem- 
ber and sell her territory, he could not con- 
sent to such a doctrine. The circumstances 
of his own section of the Union would 
alone forbid acquiescence’ in any such idea. 
Suppose Florida, on becoming a State, were to 
sell and surrender a portion cf its territory to Great 
Britain: could he, as a citizen of Georgia, agree 
to it, and remain in the Union? Never; and for 
the obvious reason, that Florida would then have 
the power to introduce a hostile band into our terri- 
tory at any moment. 


But, in addition to the ample reasons assigned 
by the gen'leman from Mississippi [Mr. Gwin] for 
a departure from the deteriaination heretofore en- 
tered into by the FXouse, in relation to the appro- 
priations for the army during the present year, he 
would state one other. In voting for a redsction 
of the army, he had done so without a distinet 
knowledge of what regiment of dragoons it was 
that was raised in 1836. Since giving that vate, 
he had understood that it was one of the mèsi 
valuable portions of the army—the regiment com- 
manded by Colonel Twiggs and Major Harncy, 
which was the only one that had ever hung an 
Indian in Florida. Had he known this at the 
time, be should bave voted for the reduction in a 
modified form, and excepting that branch from the 
effect of the vote. 

Mr. ANDREWS obtained ihe floor, and moved 
that the committee rise, (with a view to the adop- 
tion of a resolution for taking the bill out of com- 
mittee.) 

The question was taken, and resulted—ayes 38, 
noes 44. No quorum. 

The committee then rose, ex necessilate rei, and 
reported the fact to the House, when, 

On motion of My. J. P. KENNEDY, the House 
adjouraed-—hall-past 2 clock. 


[When the bill regulating the rates of postage 
and correcting abuses in the post office system was 
up in the Senate, on Saturday, Mr. Woopsury 
made some remarks, which were accidentally omit- 
ted, They are now inserted] 

Mr. WOODBURY opposed the reduction of post- 
age last named, because they were not to be made 
ap, like the first reduction, by aay ecrresponding 
increase elsewhere. 

Here we had the official and responsible opinion 
of the department, that no loss would happen by 
the first changes; but we had not any such opinion 
as to the last ones. 

If the present rates in the ‘ast cases were very 
high, a redaction of them, on the free-trade prin- 
ciple, might not diminish the aggregate revenue 
received. But those rates were not high. Wobdcdy 
who would send letters under the propesed rates, 
world abstain under the old raies, Like the re- 
duction of duties, then, when already low, there 
was likely to be clear and large loss of revenue. 
What would be the result in such a case? The 
department would, at the next session, come here 
to be paid from the general treasury and general 
taxes-——mere arrearases—to the tune of another 
quarter or half million. And it would say the 
blame was ours, for hastily and unadvisedly taking 
away its revenue, by ihese last changes. 

He would not vote for them, unless the depart- 
ment, on being consulied by the chairman, {Mr. 
Mergick,} should state that the revenue was not 
likely to be diminished by them. 


IN SENATE, 


Mownnay, July 25, 1842. 2 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana said he had receive 
from the War Department documents in relation 
to the lead mineral lands. The committee had 
heretofore reporied a bill on the subj2ct; he, there- 
fore, asked that those documents might lie on the 
table, to accompany that bill. The subject had 
been re-examined since that bill was reported, 
which has led to the opinion that it will require 
some very considerable modification. He, there- 
fore, gave notice that when the bill came up for 
consideration, he would move a substitute for it, 
which he desired to have laid on each Senator’s 
table before that time. On bis motion, it was or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. CALHOUN presented a memorial from 
Charlestown, Massachusetts, praying that the law 
allowing a drawback on rum manufactured from 
molassss may be repealed: laid on the table. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the Treasury Depart- 
ment, reporting, in compliance with a resolution of 
the Senate of the 9.h instant, a statement of the 
amount of the receipts and expenditures for the 
first half year of 1842. 

Cn motion of Mr. WOODBURY, ordered to lie 
on the table, and be printed. 

Mr. SMITH ef Iadiane, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, repor ed back, without amendment, 
House bill entitled An act granting pre-emption 
rights to settlers on the Dubuque claim (so called) 
in the Territory of Iowa. f 

Also rsporied back, without amendment, House 
bill entitled An act to authorize the selection of 
school lands, in lieu of those granted to the halí- 
breeds of the Sac and Fox Indians. 

Also reported back, without amendment, House 
bill entitled An act for the relief of certain settlers 
in the Territory of Wisconsin. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Langs, reported back, withoutamendment, House 
bill enitled An act for the relief of Charles F, 
Sibbald, and recommending ils passage. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut presented joint reso- 
lutions, passed by the Legislature of Connecticut, 
on the subject of the public lands, and disapprov- 
ing of the distribution bill, on the ground that such 
an act was without the authority of the Constitu- 
tion to sustain it; and that Congress had transcend- 
ed its powers in passing it; and that its effects would 
bə to degrade the States into dependencies on the 
bounty of the Federal Government. The Sen- 
ators are insiracted, end Representatives requested, 
to vote fer its repeal. 

Also, from the same source, resolutions on the 
subject of the character of the appointments to the 
military academy at West Point. They deprecate 
the selection of so many young men—the parents 
of whom are wealthy, and able to educate. them at 
their own expense—to the exclusion of meritori- 


+ ous young men of poor parentage. The resolu- 


tions condemn the present management of the 
academy as a perversion of the object originally 
coatemplaied by iis creators; and instruct the 
Senators, and request the Representa'ives from that 
State to vo'e for iis abolishment, . 

Also, from the same source, resolutions on the 
subject of the bankrupt law. They disapprove of 
the law; and szy that it is improper, because it en- 
ables the debtor to discharge himself without the 
interference or complaint of the creditor. They 
say that the law is retrospective, unconstitutional, 
and unjust; and instruct the Senators, and request 
the Representatives from that State to effect its re- 
peal. ; 

Also, from the same source, resolutions on the 
subject of the tariff. They deciare that, previous 
to the union of the States, the several States had 
and exercised the power to lay discriminating du 
ties, with a view, in the collection of revenue, to 
protect the various interests of the coun!ry; and as- 
sert that Congress had, since that power was con- 
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ceded to the Federai Government, practised upen the 
same principle. They recommend the embodying 
of that principle in the present tariff bill; and des _ 
sire that the revenues may be collected in ready 
money, in order to avoid the evils of an expanding 
currency—a tendency to which is inevitable by a 
system of credit duties. The resolutions instract 
the Senators, and request the Representatives, 
to vote for a discriminating tariff. 

On motion of Mr. SMITH, the resolutions were 
ali ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, reported a bill to regu- 
late the use and to correct the abuse of the frank- 
ing privilege; which was read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

Mr. GRAHAM, from the Committee on Claims, 
made an adverse report on the claim of Hiram H. 
and Wm. B. Lewis, ‘or compensation for horses 
lost in the military service of the United States; 
which’ was ordered to lie on the table, and be 
printed, 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Ciaims, 
to which had beea recommitted the House bill for 
the relief of James Tongue, John Scrivener, and 
the legal representatives of William Hodson, de- 
ceased, made a report supplementary to the ad- 
verze report heretofore made; which was crdered 
to be printed. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE, agreeably to notice, ang 
on leave, introduced a bill to apply certain aler- 
nate sections of the public domain towards the: 
completion of works of internal improvement in: 
the State of Michigan, and for other purposes; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands. a 

On motion of Mr. BAGBY, the bill reported from: 
the Post Office Committee, for the relef of Ben- 
jamin F. Hard, was taken up as in committee of 
the whole; and having been explained by him, 
was reported to the Senate, read the third ume, 
and passed. 

The following bills, baving been considered as 
in committee of the whole, were reported to the 
Senate, read the third time, and passed, v'z: 

The bill explanatory of an act entitled ‘An act 
for the relief of Clark Woodroof,” passed May: 10, 
1842; and : 

House bill entitled “ An act to authorize the 
Shenandoah Bridge Company at Harper’s Ferry 
to erect a bridge on the land of the United Siates, 
atthe town of Harper’s Ferry.” [This bill passed. 
with amendments. ] 

House biil entved An act for the relief of the 
owners of the ship Lexington, of Nantucket, was 
taken up, as in committee of the whole, on an ad- 
verse’report of the Commiitee on Commerce; and 

On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, was indefi- 
nitely postponed. 

The bill to provide for the public engraving, 
printing, and binding, came up, as in committee of 
the whole, in iis order; and, 

On motion ot Mr. CRAFTS, was Jaid.on the ta» 
ble. sae 
On motion of Mr. GRAHAM, the bill for the 
relief of the beirs of Esther Johnson was taken up 
as in committee of the whole. 

Mr. GRAHAM explained the bil. It was a 
bill to allow to the heirs of Esther Johnson (she 
having died since the bill was reported from the 
committee) a pension from the year 1831. to the 
year 1841, under the law of 1832, notwithstanding 
there was no application made for.a pension by 
Major Johnson befere his death; fer whose services 
the heirs now claim the pension. g ; 

Mr. WRIGHT bad read, by the Secretary, a 
communication from the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions, giving information on the construction of 
the pension laws; in. which the Commissioner as- 
serts that it is the invariable practice of the depart» 
ment to grant pensions to the heirs, in ease of the 
death of the individual on whose services the ap- 
plication is based. . Mr, W. said, it seemed, by the 
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communication, that the pension laws had been so 
éonstrued, that even after the revolutionary soldier 
was dead, without his having made application for 
a pension, the widow or children can come and 
make out the proof of service, and draw the pen- 
sion to which he may have been entitled. Hie said 
:Congress could not too soon arrest a law so mon- 
-strous in its effect, according to the construction 
-which:had been given it, and which, he believed, 
` Was never intended. mye 
: o The law was intended to secure a pension to 
ihe person wbo performed. the service, and was 
never intended to be made an estate of inherit- 
ance in their families. In this case, it would not 
bea pension, on the principles of our pension sys- 
‘tem, but would be a gratuity. 
tion was justified by. the law, as maintained, he 
thought. Congress ought not to adjourn without 
„passing a law arresting such construction. 
> Mre WOODBURY said the bill presented 
another new. question than that on which the com- 
mittee passed it. The widow of Major Johnson, 
who made the application, died since the bill was 
reported for her relief. The question now was, 
whether the children were entitled. In order that 
:the committee might act on the new state of 
the.case, and this principle, he moved that the Dill 
be recommitied. 


Messrs. GRAHAM and BATES made some 
‘remarks, showing that not. only: the department, 
“but Congress, had so construed the law as to grant 
“pensions to the heirs, notwithstanding no applica- 
‘tion’ was made by the person for whose services 
‘the pension was claimed. Mr. G. quoted the 
opinions of former Attorneys General, to show that 
the widow had a vested right in the pension to 
which the husband would have been entitled under 
the law. 

Mr. WRIGHT made some remarks, contending 
‘that the opinion of the Attorney General Wirt, al- 
lauded to, had reference to navy pensions, to be 
paid out of the navy pension fund, over which 
‘Congress fightiully had no control, and was not 
-applicable 10 the case now under consideration. 


_ Mr. CALHOUN hoped the bill would be recom- 

‘wnitted, and that the law under whith the pension 
‘was claimed would be carefully examined, to see 
whether it justified the construction the depart- 
ment had given it, He maintained that there was 
no right vested in the family to a pension under 
that law. The law intended the pension as a 
bounty to the revolutionary soldier who performed 
the service, to cease at his death, and was never in- 
tended to go to his heirs. The bill, if passed, 
would make a gratuity to the children of $1,500 
for six months’ services of the father. He sincerely 
‘hoped the biil would be reccmmitted with instruc- 
tions to report a bill to put a slop to the construc- 
tion which had been placed on the laws, 


Mr. PHELPS was understood to contend that 
in no case had a pension been granted to the heirs, 
without application having been made, previous to 
-his death, by the person who performed the ser- 
vices; but that there were cases where back pay 
had been. allowed to the heirs, which had accu- 
mulated in the treasury from the time fhe pension 
was granted to the revolutionary soldier to the day 
of his death. The heirs were entitled to money 
accumulating after the pension is once granted, but 

- had no inherent right to the pension. 

>. Mr. GRAHAM said, as other cases had been 
passed similar to this, both by Congress and the 
department, he hoped that this meritorious case 
would not be selected as the one on which to 
change the construction. 

Mr. WRIGHT said the construction was wrong, 
and it was the duty of Congress to arrest the er- 
ror on the first case on which it was brought to the 
attention of Congress. 

Mr. KING said this was a peculiar case—one 
of great merit. Efe was opposed to stopping, on 
tais particular case, the construction given to the 
pension laws. He was for making the actlon of 
Congress on this bill conform to its previous 
action, until a general law be passed arresting the 

construction which the department and Congress 
had acied upon. He thought it would be unjust, 
until such construction was arrested by a general 
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law, to place this case on a different footing to 
cases of like principle, and probably less merit. 

Mr, PHELPS moved to lay the bill on the iz- 
ple until to-morrow, that he might examine some 
cases of the action of the Senate which might 
govern its action on this case. - 

Mr. STURGEON inquired of the Senator from 
North Cerclina [Mr. Granam] whether the heirs 
now claiming were children of the revolutionary 
soldier for whose services the pension was claimed, 
or were children by a second husband? 

Mr. GRAHAM replied that Mis. Johnson 
never married after the death of Mr. Johnson. 

Mr. WRIGHT was firmly convinced that the 
Senate never passed a bill of this sort knowingly; 
and the question was, whether it was expedient to 
pass a bill founded on an erroneous construction of 
a previous law, after that error was presenied to 
the atiention of the Senate. He believed not, and 
hoped the biil. would not be passed. 

The question was then taken on Mr. PHELPS’S 
motion; and the biil was postponed tii to-mor- 
row. 

Engrossed bill to reduce and equalize the rates 
of postage, and to correct certain abuses under the 
post office system. came up on its third reading. 

Mr. WOODBURY called the attention of the 
chairman of the Post Office Committee [Mr. MER- 
RICK] toa single expression in the second section 
of the bill. The bill says that all papers exceeding 
in size 1,307 square inches, shall be charged ose 
cent addition for every five square inches. What 
is the construction to be given to it? Is it to be 
construed to mean five inches in length, in breadth, 
five inches square, or five square inches, in its lit- 
eral meaning? 

Mr. MERRICK said that the committee had ta» 
ken one of the largest sized daily papers—the 
Journal of Commerce—which contained 1307 
square inches, as the basis; and itis iutended by 


“the bill that any paper exceeding that size shall 


pay one cent postage additional fer every five 
sqaare inches, and not iaches square, as had been 
reported in some of the papers. The clause is in- 
tended to prohibit the transportation of those large 
papers. 

Mr. SIMMONS suggested to the chairman to fix 
the maximnm at 1400 inches. 

Mr. MERRICK was opposed to extending the 
size. The dimensions of the sheet fixed upon was 
too large now. It is an enormous sheet. The 
committee were willing to allow them to come up 
to thatsize, and not to go beyond it. i 

Mr. TAPPAN inquired of the chairman whether 
he intended, by the square isch, to mean a superfi- 
cial square? The square isch in the bill was liable 
to be construed to mean a cubic inch, which was a 
square inch, 

Mr. MERRICK replied that a square inch 
meant a square of supsrficial measurement; if it 
meant otherwise, a cubic inch weuld have been 
inserted. 

Mr. M. said he bad called at the department 
since Saturday last to make some inquiry as to 
what would be the probable effect on the revenues 
of the department by persisting in the graduating 
scale adopted by ths Senate at the instance of the 
Senator from Rhode fsland, [Mr. Simmons.] The 
Postmaster Generai fears its effect on the revenues 
of the department would be disastrous, and replied 
that he would not be held responsible for its effect. 
He believed it would considerably seduce the reve- 
nues. 


He caused the pay-clerk to make a caleulation, 
founded on the receipts into the post office at New 
York; and it was bis opinion, that, in that city 
alone, the receipts would be diminished $10,000 per 
asnum. The rate, as it came from the committee, 
was adopted on a full conference wiih the depart- 
ment. He thought it was proper to consult the 
views of the depariment in legislating upon the 
subject. Tae scale proposed by the committee 
would make no reduction in the revenus, for the 
amcunt which would be lost by reducing the post- 
age on one class of letters from 124 to 10 cents 
would be made up by increasing the rate en the 
class liable to 183 to 20 cents. This being the 
state of the case, he hoped some Senator whe 
voted in the affirmative would move to reconsider 
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| the vote on the adoption of the amendment fixing 
the rate «f postage, wilh the view to adopt the 
rate proposed by the committee; and the next year, 
if itsnould turn out that the revenues of the de- 
partment wilr justify it, the further change pro- 
posed could be adopted. The only object the com- 
ynittice and the departinent had in view, in present- 
ing the subject to Congress, was to equalize the 
rates of postage to the small federal currency, and 
not to reduce the rates. 

Mr. LINN moved to reconsider the vote on the 
adoption of the rates of postage; and, on his further 
motion, the question of reconsideration was post- 
poned ill to-morrow. 

Mr. WALKERS moved to take up the bill pro- 
viding for the setilement of the claims arising under 
the treaty cf ihe United States with the Choctaw 
Indians, at Dancing Rabbit creek. 

Mr. PRESTON. What! Dancing Rabbit creek! 
I move to take up tha joint resolation providing 
that all moneys paid from the treasucy to extinguish 
Indian titles to land be reirabursed to the treasury’ 
from the proceeds of the lands. 

The question was put oa the motion of Mr. 
Wa ker, and it was agreed to without a count 5 
and ; 
‘fhe Dancing Rabbit creek bill was taken up. 
The question pending being the bill proposed by 
Mr. Henpsrson as a substitnte, and substituting 
zand serip instead of money to satisfy the claims of 
the Indians. 

Mr. MOREHEAD made some remarks explana- 
tory of the bill. 
| Myr. WALKER said it had been alleged, when 
the bill was last up, that the claims unsatisfied un- 
der that treaty exceeded 1.300. Such was not the 
case. He quoted from the report of Mr. . Everett, 
showing that the claims did not exceed 350. 

My, BUCHANAN wished to know whether they 
voted for land, or money, in voting for the substi- 
tute. 

Mr. WALKER replied: For land. 

Mr. BUCHANAN. Then I am ready to vote 
for the substitute. He demanded the yeas and 
nays on it, which were ordered; and, the question 
being put, the substitate was adopted—yeas 28, 
nays 10 

Mr. PHELPS made some remarks against the 
substitute, which had been adopted in the absence 
of the Senator from Arkansas [Mr. Sevier] and 
himself. Fhe said, although it bad been adopted by 
a decisive vote, he could not give it his approba- 
tion. He alleged that there was something at the bot- 
tom of that substitute, which, if the Senate knew, 
would seenre its rejection. He feit it to be his 
duty to make the motion he had heretofore made, 
to Jay the bill on the table. 

Mr. SEVIER hoped some Senator who had 
voted for the substitute would move for its recone 
sideration. 

Mr. BENTON made the motion, 

Mr. SEVIER spoke for some time in opposition 
to the substitute. He argued that it would do 
great injustice to the Indians if the treaty was not 
carried out in good faith, The United States, un- 
der the treaty, obtained from them their lands, for 
which she was to pay in money. The lands have 
been sold at from four to five dollars per acre, and 
the money has been placed in the treasury; and 
how, alter withholding from them for twelve years 
their land, itis proposed to satisfy their claims with 
land or scrip, liable to be located anywhere. He 
was in favor of giving money to those who were 
willing to take it. Tiere would be no justice or 
honesty in giving them land, that speculators 
might fatten upon it. 

If the bill, as reported from the committee, and 
amended by the Senate, were passed, it would do 
them justice, and nothing more. The bill was suf- 
ficiently guarded in all respects to prevent frauds, 
and to protect the Government. He hoped the 
vote would be reconsidered, and that the bill of the 
committee would be passed. 

On moiion of Mr. EVANS, the further consider- 
ation of the bill was postponed tiil toemorrow. 

THE TARIFF BILL. 

On motioa of Mr. EVANS, the Special order 
was taken up, which was the consideration, as in 
committee of the whole, of the House bill No. 472, 
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“to provide reveaue from imports, and to change 
snd modify existing laws imposing duties on im- 
ports, and for other purposes.” ` 

The amendments proposed by the Committee on 
Finance were, in substance, as follows: 

‘Ast..On cotton bagging, or other imported sub- 
stitute, ins'ead of five cents per square yard, to in- 
sert three and a half cents per square yard. 

2d. Ou iron in bars or bolts, not manufactured 
in whole or in part by rolling, instead of $17 per 
ton, to insert $16 per ton. 

3d. On bar or boit iron, made who'ly or in part 
by-rolling, instead of $27 50 per ton, fo insert $24 
per- ton. 

4th. In the proviso extending the indulgence of 
existing laws to railroad companies for iron im- 
ported for railroads, instead of 1843, to insert 1845, 
on proof— : 

5th. That said iron is actually [and permanent- 
ly] laid down [for use] on any railway or inclined 
plane. 

6th. [Strike out to the middle of the eighteenth 
line, and insert “within three years from the time 
of importation: Provided, That no iron shall be 
considered as railroad iron, but such as is prepared 
to be laid permanently en railroads or inclined 
planes, without further manufacture; and spikes, 
pins, and cbains shall not be considered as railroad 
iron.”] 

Tth. On iron in pigs, instead of $10 per ton, to 
insert $9 per ton. 

Qh. To strike ont ton plates or sheets of which 
copper is the material of chief value, and on pat- 
ent sheathing i.etal composed in part of copper, 
two cents per pound.” ; 

9th. Instead of 20 per cent. ad valorem on 
watches and watch materials, to insert 74 per cent. 
ad valorem. 

10th. To change 124 per ccnt. on diamonds to 7 
per cent. 

ilib. To change 20 per cent on gems, pearls, or 
precious stones, to 72 per cent. 

12:h. To include among sugars, brown clayed 
sugars. 

13th. Among articles exempted from duty, to in- 
clude flaxseed. 

14th. Also to include “plates or sheets of copper 
suited and designed for sheathing vessels; and patent 
metal sheets used for the same purpose.” 

15th. Making the drawback on foreign sugar re- 
fined in the United States, “equal in amount to 
the culty paid on the foreign. sugar from which it 
shall be mau«faectured, and no more; to be ascer- 
tained under. such regulations as shall be prescribed 
by the Seeretary of the Treasury.” 

16.b. To inciude in the ad valorem duty author- 
ized by the act, “a charge cf commissions at the 
usual rates” as the home value “at the port where 
the samé may be entered,” 

Mr. E, leaving tbe details of the bill and the 
amendments for discussion as they should come 
up in their order, proceeded with an exposition of 
the general principles and necessity for the meas- 
ure, 

Mr. E. spoke for more than two hours; and, in 
the course of his remarks, dwelt particularly on 
the exigencies of the Government, the exhaustid 
state of the treasury, the requirement of from 
twenty-six to twenty-seven millions of dollars to 
meet the ordinary and extraordinary expenditures, 
and the impracticabiilty of meeting the demand in 
any other way but bya revenue from customs. 
He insisted that, from the beginning of this Gov- 
ernment under ihe present Constitntivn, commerce 
had uniformly met those demands, and was now as 
well able to meet thera asal any former period. 

«The customs, he maintained, bad for the tast half 
century done mere thau this. That branch of rev- 
enue had met tbe expenditures, and redeemed the 
county from debt. He went into details in proof 
of this and, estimating the increased consumption 
of increased population, be treated as unfounded 
all apprehensions thatthe dutiable imports were 
not perfectly competent to bear a revenue of twen- 
ty-six or twenty seven millions of dollars. He 
contrasted the piens proposed by the Secretary of 
the Treasury, the Commiitee of Ways and Means 
in the House of Representatives, and the Finance 
Committee of the Senate; and showed that, al- 
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though they diflered in many respects as -o details, 
they all came nearly to the same eonclusion— 
that it was practicable to raise between twenty-six 
and twenty-seven millions, without trenching on 
the di puted ground of protection, for the sake of 
protection. He admitted there was great diffically, 
in making discrimination, in ascertaining the pre- 
cise point where incidental protection changes into 
direct protection; but he believed the present bill, 
as proposed !o be amended by the Finance Com- 
mittee, would keep that point more steadily in view 
than any other plan which could be matured at this 
late period of the session; and would, sn no material 
instance, depart from the general principle of rev- 
enue for the sake of revenue, with such protection 
only as that object would sanction in a wise dis- 
crimination. 


The demands of the year will be from twenty- 
six to twenty-seven millions of dollars. The re- 
ceipts it was impossible to estimate, with any degree 
of precision. The customs during the first half of 
the year were scarcely eight millions; and, for va- 
rious reasons, it might be doubted if they would be 
more for the second half, unless this bill were 
speedily passed. The passage of this bill would, 
however, remove all doubis of the Government 
being sustained, and the public credit maintained, 
The reliance on its adoption had already restored 
confidence, as evinced in the improved rates of 
treasury notes and Government stock. Once the 
bill became a law, there would be ne difficulty in 
obtaining whalever loan the present demands on 
the treasury might require, or the growing exigen- 
cies (till the revenue came in) might call for. 

He defended the clause repealing the proviso of 
the distribution act, which restores to the treasury 
the land fund in the event of duties exceeding 20 
per cent.; and contended that the shock which the 
withholding of that fand from the States would 
give to the State credits directly, would be felt indi- 
rectly by the General Government with cqual se- 
verily. The increased embarrassments of the 
Siates would be reflected on the General Govern- 
ment, which could much better spare that fund 
than the States could do without it. It was not, 
however, a subject the discussion ef which he 
wished to anticipate, or which he felt any dispo- 
sition to enter upon at all; believing that it was so 
fully understood by the whole country that to 
argue further upon it was a mere waste of time. 

Mr. ARCHER suggested that, as the first amehd- 
meat which proposed a reduction from five cents to 
32 cents on bagging, was one in which the Senators 
from Kentucky, notin their places, felt some inter- 
est; and as the hour was too late to prozeed with 
any general discussion, it won!d be best to post- 
pone the further consideration of the bill till to- 
morrow, and take up the navy appropriation bill 
with the House amendments, awaiting the decision 
of the Senate 

Mr. EVANS had hoped the consideration of 
the amendments would have been proceeded with— 
not that he expected this evening to take the vote 
upon them, but that they might be advanced: how- 
ever, if it was the desire cf the Senate to postpone 
the bill, and take up the navy appropriation bill, he 
would not object. 

Mr. MOREHEAD (who had just come in and 
resumed his seat) observed that, at this late hour, 
it would be desirable to adopt the suggestion of the 
Sepator from Virginia. 

It was then agreed to postpone the further con- 
sideration of the revenue bill till to morrow ; and 
the Senator from Kentucky (Mr. CRITTENDEN] not 
being in his place, but kaving intimated kis inten- 
tion toaddress the Senate on the subject of the 
House amendments to the navy appropriation 
bill, it was agreed not to press the motion to take 
ii up, but to proceed with the general orders. 

The House bill No. 504, for the regnlation of 
mesne process in the District of Columbia, being 
the first in order, was then taken up as in commit- 
tee of the whole, and the amendments proposed by 
the Judiciary Committee were read. 

Mr. BERRIEN explained the nature of the bill 
and of the proposed amendments. The object in 
view wag to do away wiih the practice of arresting 
and keeping in custody, or holding to bail, per- 
sons for debt, on the mere requirement of process, 


on the allegation of indebtedness.: . The -bilture- 
quires an affidavit io substantiate the claim, before 
process isissued... o o 5 is eta Weeds 
_ The several amendments proposed by the; com» 
mittee (for the most part of a technical nature) 
were adop'ed. tag poa Bian 

Mr. WALKER then proposed an amendment, 
the effect of which was rerther to ameliorate the 
existing laws of arrest in the District; but, in the 
course of discussion, it underwent so many modi, 
fications, that we cannot stale it in the shape. it 
finally assumed. EE 

The subject was debated by Messrs, PRESTON 


WALKER, CONRAD, SEVIER, PHELPS, and : 


BERRIEN; and it was finally zgreed that Mr. 
WALKER should new-model it. i 

While Mr. W. was in the act of preparing the 
amendment anew for the decision of the Senate, 

Mr. BAGBY moved an adjournment; and 

The Senate, by a division of 21 ayes to 16 
noes, at four o’clock, adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, July 25, 1842. 


Mr. FILLMORE submitted a resolution to ter- 
minate ¢ebate in Committee of the Whole on the 
army bill this day at one o’clock. He said the ses- 
sion had been protracted to an unusual length, 
and there was yét much important business to be 
transaeted; and therefore he deemed it necessary t+ 
offer the resolution which he now submitted—on 
which he moved the previous question. 

The previous question was sustained ty the 
House, and the question recurred on the adoption 
of the resolution, 


Mc. PICKENS called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and resulted as follows-—yers, 
91, nays 56 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the” House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state, of 


army and of the military academy for the ye i 


1842. ag 
When the House adjourned, on Saturday, thes 
proviso in the first section, as amended by the Sen- 


ale, was under consideration; and that question . 


now came up in order. Itis as follows: 


‘Provided, That the recruiting service shall cease until the: 
number of non-commissioned officers and privates in the var 
rious companies of the several artillery and infantry regiments: 
shall be reduced, by death, expiration of term service, or: 
other causes, and such discharges as the President may from. 
time to time direct, to the number fixed by the act entitled ‘An 
act to reduce and fix the military peace establishment of the 
United States, approved March second, eighteen hundred and 
twenty-one: And provided, further, That no part of thisap- 
propriation shall be applied, after the thirtieth day of Septem- 
ber next, to the payment of the regiment of dragoons establishi- 
ed and authorized by the act of twenty-third of May, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-six: And provided, also, That no m ney 
appropriated in this bill, or hereafter to be appropriated, shall 
be applied to the payment of any larger súm of. money to the 
officers attached to the general staff—to wit, those in the Adju- 
tant General’s department, the Inspector General’e department, 
the Quartermaster General’s department, the Subsistence de- 
partment, the Purchasing department, the Medica] department, 
the Pay department, the Corps. of Engineers, the Topographi:: 
cel Engineers, the Ordnance department,and the Military Acad- 
emy—than the sums now paid to the officers of the same grade 
in the infantry and artillery service, whether the same be for 
their pay or emoluments, or any other service.” 4 


_Mr. MOORE was understood to move the addi- 
tion of the word “dragoons” to the ninth line of 
the bill. 

Mr. FILLMORE hoped the vote would be 
taken on the pending amendment. : : 

Mr. C. JOHNSON called for tellers, and they 
were ordered. 3 

Mr. SPANLY remerked that he supposed this 
amendment of the Senae would be concurred in, 
as a bill for the reorganization of the army was be- 
fore the House. ; , 

Mr. C. JOHNSON made some remarks; but, 
fiom the position in which he stood, he was. inau- 
dible at the reporter’s desk. He was understood, 
however, to urge-the necessity of acting upon the 
bill for the reorganization of the army, before this 
appropriation. bill was disposed of; otherwise, 
when the necessary bills of the session were dis- 
posed of, especially as the dog-days were approach- 


a 


ing, ‘here would be danger of the bill for Tae reduc- 
tion of the army being put aside for the session. 

* Some conversation ensued between Messrs. C. 
JOHNSON ard STANLY; the latter. gentleman 
assuring the gentleman from Tennessee that the 
bill for the -organization of the army would be 
pressed during the present session. i 


Mr. WARD urged the immediate passage of 
the army bill, on the ground that much inconveni- 
ence was sustained by the inability to pay the 
claimants on the Government in this department. 
If there wasa majority of the House in favor of 
reducing. the army, they could do it as effectually 
by the bill for the reorganization of the army, as 
ihe appropriation bill; but:in relation to the 
éragoons, which the Senate had restored, he re- 
marked that the vote by which the regiment of 


dragoons was reduced was carried by a majority. 


of cue only; and wany gentlemen, since that time, 
had changed their cpinion on the subject. 

Mr. GRAHAM cpposed the amendment of the 
Senate, and said he, was in favor of the bill as it 
passed the House; and he hoped the House would 
not concur in the amendment of the Senate. He 
krew that gentlemen on both sides the House were 
inion that. this was not the proper bill by 
» make a reduction; but he knew also that 
Secietary of War was opposed to a reduction of 

the cray, and the same opposition toa reduction 
exisied in other quarters; and he deemed it desira- 
ple, therefore, that the House should not recede 
from the position which it had taken. : 

Mr. ADAMS was understood to contend that 
the bill for the re-organization of the army should 
have been brought forward before this bill was 
pushed through the forms of legislation. If the bill 
were passed as it had come back to them from the 
Senate, and the bill for the re-organization of the 
army were not acted upon, he asked where the 
money to pay thesoldiers was to come from. He 
preferred a bird in the kand to one in the bush, and 
therefore he was opposed to the amendment of the 
Senate. The treasury was now empty; and the 
revenue which the President was now collecting, 
he'was collecting without any authority of Jaw. 
It was the same course ag that which was pursued 
by Charles f; and how did that end? The block 
on which Charles’s head fell would tell how it 
ended. 

He then commented on the many attempts made 
in this House to introduce measures to remedy the 
disorder now existing, particularly on the ex post 
facto Jaw of Mr. Barwarp, and the opinion of the 
law officer of the Government by which the Presi- 
dent was sustained; and concluded that not one law- 
yer was found in the House tu justify, by legal au- 
thority, the “levying of ship-money,” to which the 
President bad had recourse. 

Mr. EVERETT also took part in the debate. 

“Mr. HOLMES then obtained the floor, but yield- 

ed it temporarily to 

Mr. GILMER, who replied to the remarks made 

in relation ta.himself by the gentleman from Yer- 
mont, (Mr. Evererr,] who spoke of his views as 
being of more than usual importance, on account 
of the relations he bore towards the President. It 
was true that be had deprecated the discussion of a 
treaty about which nothing was known. He had 
expressed the hope that those gentlemen who at first 
voted for a reduction of the army would not be 
driven from their position by any apprehensions in 
relation to the treaty said to have been concluded. 
He did not know that the rumors were true, and 
had heard no more than what had come to the 
knowledge of every member of the House. What 
he said was, that, if the rumors afloat could form 
any basis for action, or for the formation of an 
opinion, the matter would first hare to come before 
the Senate. If the treaty was such as rumor rep- 
resented it to be, be did not doubt that it would fail 
10 receive the sanction of the constitutional body. 
For these reasons, he deprecated any discussion of 
a treaty, the terms of which could not be known to 
the Honse, without a breach of confidence. l 

As to the consequence given to his views by the 
gentleman from Vermont, [Mr. Everert,] oa ac- 
count of his relations to the President, he would 
sav that he did not know what the gentleman un- 
derstood by his relations to the President. Those 
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relations were kaown t9 his coastituen's. His ec- 
tion, however, was indepenient, and always on his 
own responsibility. He had pot soucht to influs 
ence*the opinions of ihe Executive, or those of any 
member of the House, except by fair argament. 
His relations towards the Presideat 
friendship end estrem; bat he could assure the gen- 
tleman from Vermont that he had not heard the 
President utier a word avout tre treaty. Alinough 
he might have gose there to ascertain what had 
transpired, yet he had not chosen to doso. At the 
proper time, he should be prepared to take suck ac- 
iion in the House as became one of the represent- 
atives of the people. 

Mr. HOLMES said there was evidently some- 
thing wrong somewhere—whether it was in the 
treaty itself, or in the apprehensions of these con- 
cerned in its ratification, he knew not. He eould 
feel, however, a storm was brewing: the premoni+ 
tory symptoms were evident. The gentleman 


from Massachusetts (Mr. Anams] had, he thougat, ` 


forgoiten his logic, in opposing the bill—or rather, 
in resisting the President, hed forgotten his logic. 
That gentleman had. argued thal, as there was 
nothing in the treasury, and no law io put any- 
thing in it, therefore the army should be reduced. If 
the argument had fores in it, then the whole army 
should be redaced and the governmen stopped. 
He replied to the remark of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, that the President had better take 
care how he raised ship- money, lest he should be 

rought to the block, as was the fate of one of the 
monarchs of Europe. Ele would say that, if the 
alien and sedition laws had failed to bring a Presi- 


dent to the block, no such acts as the gentleman 


from Massachusetis had spoken of ever would. 
What was the situation of the President? He 
found himself opposed at every step by the pariy 
in power. Gentlemen should recollect that the 
President was not only not responsible for the 
pressure in the affairs of the treasury, but had sig- 
nified his willingness to sign a bill which would 
meet i'scmbarrassments. Yet the gentleman and 
his party had actually brought the Government to 


_astand-still, because they could not ca'ch a litle 


portion of the land fund. It was they who would 
not suffer adequete revenue to be raised. 


He referred to the legal opinion rendered by the 
Attorney General upon the circulars issued from 
the Treasury Department to the coliectors of the 
customs, and passed a euloginm upon that officer. 
With the exception of Caanceilor Kent, he knew 
of no man whose legal opisions were better en- 
titled to respeci than those of the present Attorney 
General; and as to his varied information, he re- 
garded him as equal to any man in this country, 
not excepting our present Minister to the court of 
St. James. Nor was his learning confined io the 
classies, as had been intimated by a gentleman 
who had addressed the cor:mittes, bat extended to 
the most profound shes of legal learning, and 
the civil law in paricalar. He did no more than 
justice to the Attorney Genera! in making this 
statement, He did soin order to let the peop’e 
know that the opinion cf the Attorney General 
might be relied upon. 

Bat what had the President done which ought 
to subject him to the block? He found himself 
galled to the administration cf the Government, 
without means to carry it on, and consulted his 
law officer, who said that the law of 1833 was stili 
in cperation. The President, through the Treasu- 
ry Department, then issued his mandate to the col- 
lectors of the customs, instructing them to collect 
revenue. Washe in faul? Had he any other 
aliernative? 

There wasevisently somethiig wrong somewhere 
ia relation to this treaty saidto have beenconcluded. 
lis agitation in the House had induced him to believe 
that it was not so palatable to the rest of the Union 
as to Massachusetit and Maine. He r. H) 
was against a reduction of the army. He was 
for standing by the institutions in existence until 
he knew what was to come. He protested against 
the doatrine advaneed by the gentleman from 
Georgia, [Mc. MERIWETHER,] that if Mas<sachu- 
setts and Maine were satisfied with the treaty, we 
should be. They might compromise the matter 
and be willing to give up as much of their territo- 


were those of ` 


ry as they pleased; but be w: id not surrender 
any control which, as a Representative, he might 
have over the subject. 

Mr. WARREN spoke in favor of reducing the 
army; and wassuecerded by 

Mr. ALLEN of Maine, who addressed the com- 
mittee in relation to the position occupied by his 
Siate uzo2 the boundary question. 

Mr. BOWNE ssid be had desired to address the 
commiitee on this bill; bat the right of doing so had 
been denied to him by the majerity of the House. 
Taat majeriry—so famous for stifling discussion 
had again gagged the minority on this bill, and 
resolved that it should be taken out of committee 
at 1 o'clock this day. As he had but four minutes 
lefi, his object now would merely be to put the 
prominent. facts before the people. About 10 
o'clock to-day, when oniy three hours remained 
till 1 o'clock, it was resdived tu take the bill ont of 
committee at that hour. Since 10 o'clock, ten 
gentlemen had addressed the House, of whom 
seven belonged to the party in the majority, and 
only three to the minority. This was the manner 
in which the minority ja this House were treated 
by an overbearing majority! They ioch nearly the 
whole of what litle time they allowed for discus: 
sion to themselves. With a Speaker to carry out 
their policy, they could effectually stifle the Demo- 
erats, and prevent them from being heard. He did 


| not recollect but one instance of a chairman of 


the Committee of the Whole who had displayed a 
fair spirit towards the Democrats, and admitted 
them ta an equal participation in the discussions of 
this body. He referred to the chairman during 
the tariff discussion, who had, in all cases, acted 
fairly towards both parties. He would not im- 
pute fault to the present chairman, because it 
might be that the Whigs were now quicker, more 
practised, and better calculated to catch the eye of 
the Chair; bat he wonld ask if the majority thought 
it comported with justice for them to seek the floor 
under suck cirenmsiances? Was it right that they 


should be perpetually claiming the floor, to the ex- 


clusion of the Demecrais, efter they themselves had 
fixed and limited the time for discussion? 


Here Mr. FILLMORE inquired whether the 
gentleman from New York [Mr. Bowne] had not 
himself requested him to introduce zuch a resolu- 
tion as had been adopted. for taking the bill out cf 
committee. 


Mr. BOWNE denied that be bad made any such 
request, 


Mr. FILLMORE said, Then it must have been 
upon some other bill. 

Mr. BOWNE said he bad requested the gentle- 
man to move the previcus question on the navy 
bill, bat under very peculiar circumstances, 

One o’clock having arrived, all cebate ceased; 
aud the first amendment of the Senate was in or- 
der for decizsion—on which tellers had been ap- 
pointed, 

Mr. CROSS mo? 

Toe CHAIR deci 
divisible. 

Mr. GROSS sppealedfrom the decision of tke 
Chair; but the House sustained its decision. 

The question was then taken on concurring 
with the first amendment of the Senate, by Messrs. 
Srezwrop and ©. H. Wits, tellers, who re- 
poried 49 in the affirmative, and 100 in the nega- 
tive. 

Tre next question was on the 2] item of the Ist 
section. ‘The seetion was as follows: 

No. 2. For commutation of officers’ subsistence, five hun- 
dred and twenty-seven thousand two huadred and sixty-four 


dollars: | Provided, That, hereafter, no additional rations shall 
be allowed to the commanding officers of separate posts ] 


Mr. FILLMORE, trom the Committee of Ways 
and Means, moved a concurrence in the amend- 
ment of the Senate, by which the words in brackets 
vere stricken out. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON called for tellers, and 
‘hey were ordered; but only 48 voted in the affirma- 
tive. The amendment was, therefore, not con- 
curred in. 

The 10th item the Senate had amended, by strik- 
ing out “ regiment,” and inserting “regiments,” for 
the purpose of retaining the regiment of dragoons 


A 


a division of the question. 
ded that the question was not 
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which the House had agreed to disband. 
committee non-concarred in the amendmert. 
To the item 14, which was as follows— 
‘For the medical and hospital department, $28,000;” 
The Senate had added the following— 


“ For extending and rendering more complete the meteoro- 
logical observations conducted at the military pogs of the 
United Batas, under the direction of the Surgeon” General, 


000. 
3 

The committee non-concurred in ihe amend- 
ment. 

Item 16, which wes— 


_“For the armament of fortifications, including compensa- 
tion of a specialagent to attend at the foundries employed 
tn making cannon, one hundred and fifty thousand dollars?’ — 


The Senate had amended, by striking out the words 
in italics. The committee non-concurred. 
To item 18, which was as follows— 


_ “No, 18. For the manufacture of arms at the national armo- 
ries, three hundred and sisty thousand dollars”’— 


The Senate had added— 


“Of which sum, sixty thousand dollars may, at the discretion 
of the Secretary of War, be applied to the purchase of arms.” 


The committee non-concurred, 

In item 21, which appropriated $120,000 for 
arsenals, the Senate had increased the appropria- 
tion to $150,000. The committee non-concurred. 

After the 22d, the Senaie added the following, 
which became the 23d item: f 


“No. 23. For expense of preparing drawings of a uniform 
system of artillery, one thousand three hundred and fifty dob 
ars. 

The committee non-concurred. 

To item 24, which appropriated $500,000 for pre- 


The 


venting and suppressing hostilities in Fiorida, the - 


Senate had added the words “including arrearages.”’ 
To which the Commiitee of Ways and Means 
appended the following: 


“Provided, That no more than $146,295 73 shall be applied 

to the payment of arrearages; and no such arrearages shall be 

aid, unless they are for services rendered or supplies furnished 
u pursuance of law,” 


The proviso of the Committee of Ways and 
Means was agreed to, and the amendment of the 
Senate, as amended, was concurred in. 

The Senate had also.added as follows: 


“For the payment ofseven companies of mounted volunteers, 
called out by the Governor of Georgia in 1810,41, $19,399 87.” 


Mr. DIXON H. LEWiS moved to amend, by 
adding a like provision for the payment of the mili- 
tia of Alabama; but his amendment was negatlived 
by a majority of 76 to 54, as taken by tellers. 

Mr. J. P. KENNEDY moved to amend, by 
adding— 

“ Provided, That no part of this appropriation be paid, un- 


less an act passed at the present session for raising revenue 
become a law.” 


The CHAIRMAN decided the amendme::! to be 
out of order. 

The question then recurred on the amendment 
of the Senate, on which tellers were ordered; and 
they reported 46 in the affirmative, and 77 in the 
negative. The committee, therefore, non-con- 
carred, 

Tne Senate hal also added the following: 


“For military surveys for the Cefence of the frontier, inland 
and Atlantic, fifteen thousand dollars.” 


The committee non-concurred, by a wajority of 
70 to 55. $ 
The Senate had added the following also: 


“For arrearages, and for the preservation of the public prop 
erty at the several places of harbor and river improvement, 
fifteen thousand dollars.” 


The committee concurred in thie amendment, by 
a majority of 72 io 57. 

From section 2, the Senate had stricken ont the 
following words : 0 

“ and no commanding officer, whether ofa separate post or 
hot, bhall hereafter receive additional rations ofany kind.” 

The committee non-coneured. 

Toitem No. 6, the Senate had added the follow- 
ing words: 

“For building and r iring the necessary boats, and fer 
carrying on the improvemenis on the ? uti, Mississippi, 


@hio, and Arkansas rivers, one hundred thousand dollars, un- 
der the direction of the Secretary of War.” 


. Mr. BARNARD proposed to add the word 
“Hudson.” The amendment was ucgatived. 

Mr, STANLY moved io add “Cape Pean” 
which was negatived, 


Mr. BIDLACK moved to add “Susquehanna 
and Delaware;” which was negatived. 

Mr. PLUMER moved to add “ Allegany;” 
which was jixewise negatived. i 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Connecticut moved to 
amend by adding “$10,000 for the improvement 
of the channel of the river Thames.” ` 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON asked if it was in order 
to add the word “Tiber.” (A voice cried “Goose 
creek”. } 

The smendaient offered by Mr. WiLLIaMs was 
negatived. 

Mr ARNOLD moved to add $10,000 for Hol- 
stein river, in Tennessee; which wes negatived. 

Mr. SNYDER moved to add the word “Salt,” 
so ato provide fer the improvement of “Salt 
tiver;” which was carried by a Jarge majority, 
amidst great laughter, 

Mr. R. W. PHOMPSON proposed to add an 
appropriation of $40,000 for the purchase of the 
patent of a snag-boat. 

The CHAIRMAN decided it to be out of order. 

The question then recurred on the amendment 
of the Senate, as amended by the committee, by the 
addition of the word “Salt; and it was non-con- 
curred in by a majority of 68 to 58. 

The commitice ihen rese, as.) the chairman re- 
potted the bill to the House, to provide for and 
make permanent certain clerks in the Post Office 
Depariment who have hitherto been temporarily 
employed; end the bi}! was read a third time, and 
passed. 

Yhe CHAIRMAN also reported the army Dill. 

Mr. ANDREWS moved the previous quesiion, 
which was snstained by the House; and the ques- 
ticn recurred on the amendments. 

The first amendment of the Senate was non-con- 
curred ia—yeas 55, nays 117. 

The decision of the Commiitee of the Whole ca 
all tee otber amendments was sustained and con- 
curred in by the House, by which twelve amend- 
menis were nen-coneurred in, aud two concurred 
in. 

RESUCTION OF CONGRESSIONAL SALA- 
RIES. 

Mr. ARNOLD esked leave to introduce his bill 
to provide for the reduction of the pay of members 
ef Congress, and for the repeal of ali other acts in 
relation theieto. 

Objection having been made, 

Mr. ARNOLD moved a suspension of the rales 
for the purpose of reesiving the bill, Carried ia 
the affirmative—ayes 98, noes 43. 

The bill wes tien read. It provides that the pay 
of the Senators and Representatives in Congress 
shall be $6 per day for each day such Senator or 
Representative shall actualiy attend the sessions of 
the Efuuse. Ltalso provides that there shall be a 
similar reduction in the rate of mileage. 

The question recurring upon the second reading 
of the bill, 

Mr. ARNOLD addressed the House at length 
in sapport of the bill. 

Mr. BRIGGS followed, and canteu 
atbnent was strongly in favor of the pass 
jueing the pay of members. He thought 
all the salaries of the Fodcral Government were too 
high. Trough the members were, in comparison, 
poorly paid; yet he thought the strong current of 
public opinion in fayer of a reduction was en- 
titled to respect. 

Mr. WM. COST JOHNSON wished to offer an 
ame ent; but the Chair ruled it cut of order at 
“inendment was read for informa- 
provided that any member who thought 
worth only $6 a day, or lecs, should re- 
am as he was entitled to; and all others 
ive @8 perday. Mr. J. addressed the 
zi pposiiion to the reduction 
ght $8 per day was little 
services he estima‘ed as worth 


ded that pub- 
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this time., Fh 
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tien to the 
amendment, providing that after the passage of the 
act tha members cheuld receive uo pay, and should 
reecive. no pay fer services rendered the present ses- 


He ex 


sion until they shouid have passed an appropria- 


"had been referred Flouse bill for the rel 


‘tion bill paying the army ‘and navy, and other 


branches of the publi¢ service, for labor actualiy 
performed. - He addressed the House for some 
time, chiefly deprecating the course of the present 
Congress in neglecting to pass any bill to pay the 
officers and men in the army and navy, whilst they 
had taken most sedulous care to provide for them- 
selveqgy He said that, as the appropriation for the 
pay of the members expired on the 15th instant, 
when a new bill came up for. that-purposr, he 
should raise the question whether they ought to pay 
themselves whilst they neglected other branches of 
the public service. . Though as poor in purse as 
any, be should be willing to go home without 
another dollar, if the other departments of the 
Government were not provided for. 


Mr. BARNARD opposed the second reading of 
the bill, on the ground, as he said, that there was 
not time enough to play out this game during the 
present session, 

Mr. STANLY said he had voted to suspend the 
rules, in order to receive the bill, merely in cour- 
tesy, He was, however, opposed to it, because he 
believed no class of public servants were so poorly 
paid as the members of Congress. He would con- 
sent that it should be referred to the Commitee of 
the Whole, chiefly on account of the numerous 


` petitions which had been sent here asking for a re- 


duction of the pay of members. He ccncluded by 
moving the previous question on the second read- 
ing of the bill. 

Mr. WISE moved to lay the bill on the table. 

Mr. GRANGER asked for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered; and resulted—yeas 51, nays 
107. 

Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS then moved that the 
House adjourn. Carried—yeas 89, nays 39. 

IN SENATE, 
Torspay, July 26, #842. 
THE ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL: - 

A message was received from the House, re- 
turning the army appropriation bill; and stating 
that the House had agreed to all the amendments 
except the 9:h and 12h; and had agreed to. the 
Qh, with an amendment, in which the concur. 
rence of the Senate was asked. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. CHOATE presented a memorial from John 
Clark and others, of Lowell, praying that Cou- 
gress will repeal the law allowing a bounty ‘or 
drawback on the exportation of spirits distilled 
from molasses; and also a memorial from Shelton, 
Brothers, & Co., of Boston, engaged in the Ciba 
and West India trade, and a memorial from Wind- 
sor, Fay, & Co., of Boston, engaged in the ‘busi- - 
ness of distilling from molasses, recionstrating 
against the repeal of the bounty. 

On motion of Mr. C., the first tuo memorials 
were ordered to lie on the table, and the lai one 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on 
tionary Pensions, reporied back, wiikout ame 
ment, and with a recommendation that they d 
pass, House bils entitled An act for the relief of 
Elizabeth Gibbs; An act for the relief of Cnristiana 
Low; and An act for the relief of Jehosaphat Briggs. 

Mr. P. also, from the same committee, made a 
supplementary adverse report on the petition of the 
heirs of Daniel Piatt; which was ordered to be 
printed. ' 

Mr. P. also, from the same committee, to. which 
had bren referred House bill estitled An act to au- 
thorize the paymeat of seven years’ half-pay, on ac« 
count of the revolutionary services of Capt, Wil- 
liam Kelly, reported the same back, witha recom- 
mendation that it be indefinitely postponed. : 

Sir, BATES, from the Committee on Pensions, 
made adverse reports on the House bills entitled 
An act for the relief of Asahel Kingsley, and An 
act for the relief of Mary Francis; which were or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. SEVIER, frou the Commitiee on Pensions, 
made an adverse report on the petition of Daniel 
Davis, a soldier of the Revolution, fora peusion; 
whieh was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. S. also, from the same comm 


tHe, ekin 
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the same back without amendment, and with a 1e- 
commendation.that. it-do.pass. , 

Mr, WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, reported a þill for the relief of Thomas 
B. Parsons; which was read, and ordered to a sec- 
opd reading. . :- suy 

On motion of Mr. PORTER, the Committee on 
Patents was discharged from the further consider- 
aiion-of thé petition of Frankin Whitney, praying 
an amendment of the patent-laws, and that the ex- 
penses incurred by him in prosecuting his claim to 
a patent may be refunded. 

` Mr. YOUNG submitted a resolution, which was 
read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
communicate to the Senate a statement, in a condensed form, as 
fay as the same can be done, exhibiting— ; 

1. The estimated quantity of land in each State and Terri- 
tory. 

3. ‘Lhe quantity of public land in each State and Territory 
to which the Indian title has been extinguished, and the quan- 
tity to which the Indian title has not been extinguished. 

3. The quantity of surveyed and unsurveyed land in each 
State and Territory. 

4. The number of acres of the public land sold from the 
earliest period uf the sales down to the present period, and the 
amount of money received from such sales during the same 
ume. 

5. The quantity of land set apart for Indian tribes down to 
the present period, distinguishing the name of each tribe, and 
the separate quantity set apart for each. 

6. The amount of money, as nearly as can be ascertained, 
which hasbeen paid by the United States in the extinguishment 
of udian titles, down to the present period, 

7. The several amounts of money received to be paid to any 
of the Indian tribes as annuities, and the duration of such an- 
nuities, respectively. 

8; The amount invested in stocks by the States, on Indian ac- 
count; the names of the tribes for which such investments were 
made; the nature'of the stocks; the condition on which they 
were purchased; -and the time and manner in which the interest 
accruing on such stocks is paid to the tribes entitled to the 
name. r i 

9. The amount paid for surveying the public lands, and the 
total amount paid for selling the same, as far as can be ascer- 
tained, down to the present period, mcluding the expenses of 
the General Land Office. | 

10. The amounts paid in the purchase of Louisiana and Flori- 
da, stated separately, with the interest paid on the purchase 
money in each case; and the estimated quantity of land ac- 
quired by said purchases respectively. 

‘11. The amount paid toany of the States in consequence of a 
sale or cession of their waste lands to the United States; and the 
amount paid in the extinguishment of private claims to the 
Janda thus sold or ceded. 7 

12. The States and Territories, or parts of States and Territo- 
ries, comprehended by the purchase of Louisiana and Florida; 
with such notes of explanation as may be deemed necessary to 
a proper understanding of the same. 

_ Mr. YOUNG remarked that a great deal of the 
information called for by his resolution might be 
obtained by looking into the public documents; 
bu few reports only, if any, on the subject, had 
been brought down to the present period. With 
regard to our intercourse with the Indians, there 
was much jn the dark concerning which Congress 
should have some information. The subject of the 
public lands, as all knew, was of great interest to 
the several States ; and it was proper, therefore, 
that the public should have all the information 
which could be obtained, so that they may really 
judge for themselves how the matter stands. In 
relation to the cessions of the public lands, an 
opinion prevailed among a portion of the people, 
(and newspapers took the same ground,) that the 
public lands now held by the Government were 
obtained by the cessions of the States, when they 
[Congress] knew that a large portion of them had 
been acquired by the purchase of Louisiana and 
Fiorida. There have been also large sums paid 
for the extinguishment of Indian titles, and the 
amounts could not be ascertained without ref- 
erence to the public documents. His object was to 
bring all these facts before the public in a esn- 
densed form, and to include everything relating to 
ihe public lands—how much has been paid for the 
extinguishment of the Indian title, the purchase of 
lands, what charges in consequence of Indian an- 
nuities, &c. A considerable amount has been in- 
vested in State stocks, for the benefit of the In- 
dians, amounting to two or three millions of dol- 
Jars. All the information could be embraced in 
fifteen or twenty pages, and he was anxious that it 
should be brought forward for the use of -Congress 
and the peopie. He was not disposed to press the 
consideration of the resolution at this time, but 
was willing to let it lie on the table till to-morrow. 
The resolution accordingly lies on the table, and 
was ordered to be printed, 
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Campbell, the widow of John Campbell, reported | 
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On motion of Mi. SEVIER, the previous orders 
of tae day: were postpened, and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the considerstion of the bill to provide 
for the satisfaction of the claims arising under the 
14th and 19th articles of the treaty at Dancing 
Rabbit creek—the question pending being the mo- 
tion to recons der the vote adopting the substitute 
for the bili reported by the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, as proposed by the Senator from Missis- 
sippi, [Mr. Henperson,} authorizing the issuing of 
land scrip to satisfy the claims, instead of paying 
them in money. 

Mr. S. said, in looking at the treaty, be found 
ihat the reservees were, by that treaty, made citi- 
zens of Mississippi, and are, therefore, entitled to 
-the same rights as any other citizens. The rights 
of those Indians, then, undef the treaty, are vested 
rights. 

oThe substitute proposes that you shall not give 
those citizens the $1 25 for the tands which the 


. United States obtained from them by the treaty,and 


which they have a vested right to, but that you 
shall give them refuse land. He asked the Senate 
whether it was right and fair to do so. He was 
satisfied that the Senate would not have adopted 
the substitute, which proposes to give the poor 
Indians the refuse land for a vested right, if they 
had understood the subject properly. 

Mr. PHELPS repeated the most of his former 
arguments against the substitute, end pointed out 
the propriety of reconsidering the vote adopting it. 

Messrs. LINN and BUCHANAN made some 
remarks in favor of giving lands to satisfy the 
claims, instead ot meney. 

The question was then put on reconsidering the 
vote adopting the substitute, and it was agreed to. 

A farther debate took place, in which Messrs. 
SEVIER, KING, WALKER, LINN, and PRES- 
TON, participated, on the propriety of adopting 
the bill as reported from the committee, and 
amended by the Senate, which was believed to be 
a more perfect one, and would better secure the 
interests of the United States, and the rights of the 
Indians, 

Accordingly, it was determined to amend the 
bill of the Committee on Indian Affairs; when, 

On motion of Messrs. WALKER and KING, 
“it was amended to the effect “to strike out so much 
of the bill as authorized $1 25 per acre to be paid 
to satisfy the claim,” and to substitute the words 
“that a quantity of land equal to the claim, to be 
taken out of any of the public lands in the States 
of Mississippi, Louisiana, Arkansas, and Alabama, 
subject to entry at private sale, and certificates to 
that effect to be delivered, under the supervision of 
the Secretary of War, to such agent as he shall di- 
rect, to be delivered to the Indians so soon as they 
shall have removed to the Choctaw territory west 
of the Mississippi river.” 

The question recurring on striking out all of the 
bill as amended, with the view of inserting the 
substitute offered by Mr. Henperson of Missis- 
sippi, (who is absent from the city,) it was yut, and 
decided in the negative. 

The question now being on ordering the bill to 
be engrossed for a third reading — 

On motion of Mr. PHELPS, the further consid- 
eration of the bill was postponed till to-morrow. 

The bill to regulate the rates of postage, and to 
correct certain abuses in the pest-office system, 
came up in its order. 

Mr. MERRICK made a few remarks in its fa- 
vor, and Mr. EVANS against the rate of postage 
fixed upon. The biil was then laid aside, on the 
motion of the last-named gentleman—the hour for 
preceeding to the special orders having arrived. 


The bill from the House entitled An act to regu- 


late mesne prccess in the District of Columbia was 
taken up. ; 
Mr. BAYARD proposed a substitute for thé bill, 
which was agreed to; and the bill} as amended, 
having been engressed, was, according to order 
read the third time, and passed. : ‘ 
THE TARIFF BILL. 
The Senate then proceeded to the onne tip im 


eration of the bill “To provide revenue frém im- 
ports, and to change and modify existing laws: im- 
posing duties on: imports, and for other purposes,” 
as in committee of the whole, the pending question 


„lions. 


being on the amendments proposed by the Finance 
Committee. 

Mr. WOODBURY observed that, being a mem- 
ber of the minority in the Finance Committee who 
did not approve of this bill, it seemed proper that 
he should take this early opportunity of stating the 
reasons for his objections. His objections were two- 
fold: first; as to the amount of revenue proposed to 
be raised; and next, as to the manner of raising this 
amount of revenue. 

‘Taxation, in any form, was held to be a griev- 
ance; and the desire of the people is, at all times, 
to avoid or escape this grievance. It is plain, then, 
that a question of the amount of revenue is a ques- 
tion of the amc.unt of grievance to which the people 
shall be subjected, or which they will bear. 


As taxation is held to be an evil, it is natural 
that the people should be anxious to see it confined 
to the lowest possible amount. If they know that 
their Governmertcan be maintained with seventeen 
millions of dollars in taxation, it is just they should 
have some proof that there is a necessity for im- 
posing upen them a burden of twenty-seven mil- 
It is certainly an important consideration, 
whether the burden of taxation shall be increased 
ten millions of do!lars or reduced ten millions of 
dollars. Tse people were led to believe that one 
of the great changes of the times would te the 
promised reducticus and retrenchments, to enable 
the Government to be carried on with a revenue 
of thirteeen or fifteen millions of dollars. To 
bring about the changes which were to cff-et all 
this, the late Administration was denounced as ex- 
travagant and reckless; and attempts were made 
to rove its expenditures to have been at ihe rate 
of thirty-five millions in the gross, or twenty-seven 
millions in ordinary. 

If such an expenditure were traly stated, and 
were reprehensible in the lace Adminisiration, it 
seemed strange that their sucesssors, so notoriously 
pledged to remedy all this, should now ecme for- 
ward tc impose a taxation of twenty-seven millions 
—a sum seven millions higher than it onght to be, 
or need be, if even moderate retrenchment and re- 
form were attended to. 

But, in addition to this, it is an amount further 
swelled by the abstraction, from the income of the 


| Government, of three millions of receipts from the 


public lands. 

That the receipts from public lands should be 
three millions, he showed from the actual sales, 
and probable increase if the public lands were 
properly brought into market. 

Here there was an unnecessary addition of ten 
millions to the amount of taxation. 

This bill isto be voted for under a conviction 
that it is to raise ten millions more than necessary, 
if there was any sincere desire to keep down the 
burdens on the peopie. 

So much for bis first objection. 

__Now, with regard to his second objection—that 
in relation to the manner proposed of raising rev- 
enue—he showed the effects of the inequalities in 
the rates of duty in the bill, 

The professed object was to raise revenue; but 

the real litle of the bill should be, A bill to protect 
manufacturers, Alihorgh it professes to be for 
fivancial purposes, it is in reality for protective 
purposes, H this twenty seven millions is to be 
gut for revenue, the questien is, how isit to be 
go? The chairman of the Finance Committee 
says it should be ob:ained by duties on imeoris 
alvue. He assumes that a certain standard of im- 
ports may be taxed at any assumed rate, without 
reduction, Buthas not experience demcnstrated 
that imports which will bear 20 per cent. of duties 
will not produce the same ratio of revenue if tax- 
ed 30 or 35 per cent.? 
_ He proceeded to review the effects of duties on 
imports from the year 1789 down to the present 
lime. He showed that, up to the year 1816, there 
was no revenue exceeding from 124 to 25 per cent. 
These were tariffs for ievenue alone. But after 
the year 1816, the expenses of the war were made 
a pretext for a tariff for a different purpose. , In 
1828, the mask was entirely thrown off; and tariff 
was considered a divine right for purposes of pro- 
tection, 


But the average of the tariff of 1828 was no 


even as high as the average of the proposed tariff 
of 1842. This average is from 35 to 36 per cent. 
Its operation is more directly a tax on the com- 
sumer, adding 10 per cent. more in consequence of 
cash duties, and 10 per cent. more if the impoita- 
tion is made in foreign vessels—making in such 
cases 56 per cent. on the consumer. i 

He heid in his hand a list of sixteen. articles 
which are to bear a tariff of upwards of 50 per 
cent. These are articles most of which enter into 
general consumption. On these, the object can be 
nothing but protection. 

Cottons selling in New Eagland at 6 or 7 cents 
per yard in the market, are valued at 2010 25 
cents per yard in this bill; by which the tariff, in 
that particular, is made 140 per cent. 

He enumerated many articles which, by the 
Opera‘ion ofthe bill, will have to bear atax of from 
100 to 120 or 150 per cent. Salt isto be so taxed 
as: to pay 80 per cent.; while poison, (nux vomica,) 
is to be admitted free. Cordage 80 per cent.; sugar 
from 40 to 60° per cent.; cotton-bagging 60 per 
cent.; woollens 60 to 65 per cent.;" iron, rolled, 60 
per cent: but that kind of iron is selling in the 
British market at a rate now which will make this 
tariff 100 per cent on that article. 

This bill, in going above 20 per cent., is going 
beyond anything-ever calculated by the framers of 
the Constitution, who thought 10 or 12 per cent. 
would be enormous. 

What. has Hagland come to, after centuries of 
experience? To a tariff, in most cases, of 20 per 
cent; and noibing like that often from her colo- 
nies. 

We say to her, “If you do not put dowa your 
corn-laws, we will put on retaliatory davies.” But 
the corn-law taxis row net 20 per cent; and we 
show, by putting from 40 to 140 per cent. tax upon 
her productions, what our sense of jusiice is. 

If you collect 27 millions net for revenue, you 
must collect 32 millions in gross, and that is $2 
per head on our population. The whois of the 
State taxes do not exceed $2 per head. What did 
the framers of the Constitution contemplate? That 
the taxation te support the General Government 
should not exceed one-third of the whole taxation 
of the people; but this b:l! proposes to collect one- 
half ofthe whole taxation, instead of ene-third. 

The proper check on excessive taxation, is the 
necessity of resoriing to something else in emer- 
gencies than impostis. The moment you go be- 
yond from 20 to 25 per cent., you pass the point of 
legitimate taxation on’ imports, and are driven to 
other.sources. ‘These sources are, excise, stamp 
acts, and direct taxation. If you will distribute 
the proceeds of the public lands—if you will be ex- 
travagant that you may incur a necessily for taxa- 
tion—if you will have your dance, you must pay 
the piper; you must go to those other sources of 
revenue which’ will bring you at once to your re- 
sponsibility to your constituents. 

‘He referred to the compromise act—to Gen. Har- 
rison's Zanesville letter, read the other day-—-to Mr. 
Clay’s Hanover speech, often queied in the Senate 
—and showed thatit never could have been the un- 
derstanding of the people when the last presidential 
election was at issue, that such a bill as this would 
be the foundation cf a new system cf hich tariff. 

You not ofly make duties entirely disproportion- 
ate, but you make it cxtremely doubtful whether 
you will geta greater amount of revenue than you 
would at an equable rate of duty. You not only 
diminish imports, through your custom houses, but 
you greatly enlarge the inducements for smuggling, 
and thereby encourage demoralization. Consump- 
tion, and wih it comfort, is also diminished by the 
enhancement of prices. A vastly increased ex- 
pense must be incurred to prevent smuggling. 

The chairman of the Finance Committee re- 
ferred triumpbantly to the fact, that 732 miilions 
of dollars had been received from customs from the 
foandation of the Government to 1840; but this- 
is only an average of 14 millions, including years 
cf war, high tariffs, public debt, and ail exciting 
circumstances. What argument eaa he derive, 
from: this.average of 14 miljons, for doubling the 
sum;-and calliog now for a revenue of 27 millions? 

What he proposes to collect now, cannot be col- 
jected: under ordinary circumstances. In a period 
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of profound peace, when we ought to be retrench-, 


~ipg our expenditures and reducing taxation, we 


are called upon to impose duties double the average 
of the income from customs since the beginning of 
the Government. 

He did not stand up to say the people should 
not be taxed at all, or any portion not taxed. But 
what he did say was, that taxation should not be 


“more than could be avoided; and that whatever 1s 


necessary, should be raised equally and justly in 
reference to all classes of the community. 

He would assert—and he did so because he 
meant to prove it—that this was a bill to impose 
duties to burden the agricultural interests for the 
benefit of the manufacturing interests, 

He read some of certain resolutions which he 
observed in a New England agricultural newspa- 
per, as follows: 


“Whereas the general happiness and prosperity of the Uni- 
ted States must ever be intimately connected with the condition 
of our agriculture; and whereas three-fourths of our whole rap- 
idly increasing population must, and ever will, depend on the 
products and profits of the farmer for the supply of their physi- 
cal wants, and the means of moral, religious, and intellectual 
improvement — 

And whereas Congress has given bounties on the fisheries to 
make them a nursery of seamen, and has given none on agricul- 
ture, which is the best nursery of freemen—has appropriated 
millions annnally to protect commerce, and has given nothing 
to encourage agriculture, the basis of commerce—has protected 
manufactures with a heavy tariff, and left agriculture, which 
consumes their fabrics, to protect herself: 

“Resolved, That it isthe duty of the General Government 
not to extend protection and encouragement to manufactures 
and commerce, unless she adopts a like policy towards the 
great agricultural interests of the country. 

“Resolved, That the protective system, as at present estab- 
lished, is manifestly unjust to the agriculturists of the coun- 
try—imposing upon them three-fourths of the tariff duties, as 
consumers, Without aflording them any adequate consideration 
for the payment of their tariff taxes. 

“Resolved, That, if the manufacturer is to reecive a pro- 
lective duty, so should also the American seed grower, who, in 
consequence of the importation of foreign seeds into the United 
States, is obliged to abandon this profitable branch of industry. 

“Resolved, That the present tariff is partial and unequal to 
farmers, wherein it provides that the duties on railroad iron 
shall be refunded when the rails are actually laid, and does not 
provide that the duties on the scythe and the sickle shall be re- 
funced to the farmer when he shall bave appiied them to the 
grain. 

“and ‘whereas large quantities of potatoes, grain, butter, 
cheese, pork, wool, hides, and other articles, are annually 
iinporiod from foreiga countries into the United States; there- 

ore, 
“Resolved, That it is not the interest or the duty of the farm- 
ers to submit to be taxed, to build up commerce and manu- 
factures, unless they aiso can be protected in the full enjoyment 
of the home market for all our great agricultural staples.” 


You have attempted to gull the farmers, by trifling 
dutiss raised higher on foreign agricultural articles 
imported, the dutics on which, altogether, would not 
amount to $50,000; while on salt alone—an article 
of prime consumption to the farmers—you impose 
80 per cent, duty, causing a dead loss to the farmers 
of $500,000. Here you mislead them witha bonus of 
cne tenth cf what you are abstracting from their 
pockets by the same macisinery on ouly one other 
article. 

He contrasted the discrimination of the British 
tariff; showing that the British statesmen really tax 
most the luxuries and vices, while we arc to tax 
necessaries entering into gencral and daily con- 
sumption. One of the great boasts of that tyran- 
nous and oppressive land of taxation iz, that salt, 
entering into general consumption, and necessar 
for the mass cf the people, is free; while we admit 
as frec only a few matiers—soch as poison, or 
gold epaulettes—whiech ncbody dreams to be arti- 
eles of general consumption. We meke articles 
free which cur farmers produce, because itis to 
turn to the benefit of manufacturers. 

You put on specific duties withont reference to 
thea quality of articles, as in the instance of the pro- 


a 


yays tne cheapest pair from abroad, pay the same 
daty as tbe most fashionable and wealiky person, 
who buys the most costly. 

We are to raise twenty-two millions from duties 
on the great articles of general consumption, which 


are absoluic necessaries. The whoie thing is 
framed for protection to the manufacturers, at the 
expense of ihe consumers. itis said the manu- 
faciturers are consumers too, So they are; bat 
what is their preportion to agrienlturists? ‘Take 
ine capital of buth: by the Jate census it appears 
thatthe miantfacturisg capital cf the e+ untry is 
seven hundred millions or dollars; that of ibe agri- 
colturists is three thousand millions. Contrast the 


population: the agricultural population is twelve 
millions; that of manufactures one and a half mil-. 
lion. The consumers are as eight to one; the 
eight. are taxed to protect the one; while he is only ` 
paying one-eighih of the tax imposed on the nine. 

When yoa go to lay taxes for protection, why 
not do it to protect farmers as well aè manufac- 
turers? Why not protect ourlaborers by shuttine 
out foréign laborers, Germans, Irish, and’ Engli-h? 
You cannot do it, because you must uproot thé 
very foundation on which we stand as a nation 
If you cannot do itin these instances, why are yow 
to attempt it in favor of a favored class, called man- 
ufacturers? What is it supports your commerce? 
Is it the consumption and exports of your agricdl-’ 
turists, or those of ycur manufacturers? i 

He entered into tables of statisties to show that, 
as duties rise, exports fall off; and as duties fall, ex- 
ports rise. hae 

You tax all the materials entering into the con-' 
sumption of our ship-building; you tax iron, cord~ 
age, sheathing, (unless the bill be amended as pro~ 
posed by the committee,) and yet expect our ship- 
ping to stand the competition with that of Eng- 
land. You tax commerce so heavily that you not 
only restrain it, but diminish ifs energies. In do- 
ing this, you cripple your navy, your army, and 
every arm of your national defence. If you want 
relief from your embarrassments, retrench; re- 
duce your expenditures; bring down your demands 
upen the Treasury; take back your land fund; 
place this three “milhons again at the disposal of 
the Treasury; and, when you have done ali this, 
you will be saved the necessity of crippling your 
commerce, and your true sources of national de- 
fence will flourisk, and inspire confidence at home 
and respect abroad. 


{Mr. W. spoke upwards of two hours; so that 
the above sketch will be considered a mere vutline 
of his arguments. ] 

Mr. EVANS said he regretted being under. the 
necessity of again addressing the Senate at this. 
silage of the discussion; but the Senator from New 
Hampshire had advanced some arguments, and 
made some staiements, which were apparently so 
well received on the other side, and were, at the 
same time, so erroneous, that, although he was not 
so well prepared as he could wish, he would, never- 
thele:s, ende+ vor to make some reply. 

The Senator, in the first place, had objected. to 
the amount proposed to be raised. And here he 
would remark that he did not think the Senator 
treated the subject fairly, by saying that, because 
we could get along with eighteen or twenty mil- 
lions, therefore we ought not. to pass a bill which 
would produce a greater sum. It was not: pro- 
posed that the expenses of the Government should. 
come up to the amount to be raised by this bill.. 
The necessity for raising twenty-seven millions 
was because of the public debt. How did the 
honorable gentleman propose to get rid of the ten 
millions of debt which already existed?~five and a 
half of which he had left us to pay, if they were 
to limit their revenue to the ordinary expenses of 
the Government, which could not be less than 
$22,000,000—alhough the Senator set it down at 
$19,000,000, becauss during the first half of the 
year they were pine millions and a half. Why 
had it been but nine millions and a half? One 
reason was, because they had not the money to 
expend; and another, that they had not yet made. 
all the appropriation bills available. 

The Senator had stated that the civil and diplo- 
matic expenses of the Government would be less, 
for the remaining half of the year, than for the 
half when Congress would be in session;. but the 
Senator must be aware that, although the congres- 
sional expenses would cea‘e, there would be a 
large amount of private claims, imposing upon the 
ireasury more than double the amount of congres- 
sicnal expenses. They were makiosg very large 
appropriations for private claims—claims that had 
been lying over from year to year, neglected, repu« 
diated, refused, because the Goverument had not 
the money or the inclination to pay them, A, 
whole mass of these claims bad been thrown up- 
on this Administration; and, as a more just polisy, 
prevailed toward: those that hed a more jast ciain 


ypon the Government, demands upon the treasury 
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‘were consequently increased. Had there been mo- 
ney in the treasury, the expenditure of the first 
half of this year would have been considerably 
greater. It was perfectly certain that it would in- 
crease in the latter half, if there should be money 
in the treacury to meet the claims which would be 
made, and could not be refused. 


` How could they, with any propriety,limit a reve- 


. nue bill-if the expenses of the Government only 


‘were to be provided for—to nineteen millions, when 
they had always passed appropriation bills exceed- 
dog, in the aggregate, twenty-one millions of dol- 
Jars?. The gentleman says, Where are your fortifi- 
eation bills? your bille for light-houses and for bar- 
bors? They would yet see them, he trusted, before 
the close of the present session. It was the ab- 
gence of these bills that made the first balf year’s 
expenditure so small. The gentleman had voted 
for all the appropriation bills that bad been passed, 
(exceeding twenty-one millions of dollars,) and yet 
he would have us stop below that amount in pro- 
viding revenue. He (Mr. E) thought it clearly 
demonstrable that, if they had any regard for pub- 
lic iaith—if they intended fo meet their engage- 
menis, and did not desire to see their treasury- 
motes still more depreciated, it was the duty of 
Congress to provide a sufficient revenue, not 
merely for the current expenses of the Govern- 
ment, but to provide a fund for the redemption of 
those notes. 
` The Senator’s next objection was*to the prin- 
ciple of raising the whole of the revenue from du- 
ties on imports. He seemed to be impressed with 
the opinion that the rate of duties ought not to ex- 
eed 20 per cent. He would not follow the Sena- 
tor so folly into the details of the biil as he had 
gone. But with reference to the addition cf 10 per 
cent. on goods imported from those countries be- 
tween which and the United States no commercial 
treaty exists, the gentleman need not be apprehen- 
sive that this additional 10 per cent. would be 
levied, even if the Imaum of Muscat should senda 
vessel to this country. 

The main scope of the gentleman’s argument 
was, that these duties were a tax upon the consumer 
of the goods; that every man living in a log cabin 
in the West will have to bear the burden of these 
duties; and complained, also, of the cash system 
making another increase of 10 per cent.. Accord- 
ing to the Senator’s opinions, he (Mr. Evans) bad 
always considered the cash system the most eco- 
nomical; but the honorable Senator’s argument 
tended to favor the credit system—a system which 
rendered if necessary for the importer, in order to 
cover his losses, to increase the price of his goods, 
and thus make it more burdensome upon the con- 
sumer. Mr. E. proceeded to show that, so far 
from being burdensome upon the great body of the 
community, as the Senator trom New Hampshire 
had argued, it would be precisely the reverse. If it 
were a protective tariff, it had been called for, not 
by the manufacturers, but by the merchants and 
shipowners. 

He referred to the public meetings that had been 
held in the various cities, and the demand that had 
proceeded from every class for the passage of a 
bill of this description. Mr. HE. entered into a 
minute examination of the effect that would be 
produced upon our foreign trade by the imposition 
of a rate of duties such as was proposed by the 
bill. He contended that a higher rate of duty had 
ordinarily the effect of reducing the price of the 
goods imported, and that iis effect would be to 
benefit the agricultural class, for the interests of 

which the Senator has expressed so much anxiety. 

Mr. WOODBURY made a brief reply to Mr. 
Evans's cbservations, chiefly with a view of refer- 
ring that Senator to the deleterious effects of a re- 
strictive tariff upon the navigation and the shipping 
interesis. In reference to the British tariff, he 
showed that duties for revenue were, in that conn- 
try, under 20 per cent; but when piohibitery dn- 
ties were intended, they were made bigh enough to 
effect that object. The average had not exceeded 
334 per cent. He showed that, in England, the 
reduction of duties on articles of prime consumption 
had been found, by experience, to increase the 
amount of revenue received. 

In France, the average of duties did not exceed 
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17 per cent; and that was considered enormous. 
‘Sut when the Government cf France wanted to 
protect any particular manufacture, it imposed a 
prehibitory daty, keeping the tariff on ariicles of 
prime necessity as low as possible 

In reply to the remark of the, Senator from 
Maine, that aa increase of duties did not have the 
effect 10 enbance the price of the article imported, 
he (r. W.) would ask, then why were the im- 
porters so eager to have the duties increased, with 
a view to give them protection? Why were they 
making such urgeat appeals to obtain the increase, 
even lo the violation of the Constitution? He was 
not for taxing one branch of the community at the 
expense of the other; all that he contended fer was 
equality. i i 

Mr. MILLER moved an adjournment; and 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Turspay, Jaly 25, 1842, 


Mr. COOPER of Pennsylvania presented the 
resolutions of a public meeting in Pennsylvania 
in favor of a protective tariff. 

Mr. GOODE of Virginia asked leave to present 
a memorial from Hugh A. Garland, esq., late Clerk 
of the House, in vindication of his conduct from 
the charges made against him by the Committee on 
ihe Public Expenditures. He moved that the me- 
morial be laid on the table and printed. 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky objected. 

Mr. GOODE sail he was somewhat surprised to 
see the gentleman objecting to a memorial in vin- 
dication of private character. i 

Mr. ANDREWS withdrew bis objection, and 
the memorial was referred to the Committee on 
Publie Expenditures, and ordered to be printed. 

Several ineffectual attemps were made to pre- 
sent petitions, &c., F 

Mr. ARNOLD insisting upon the consideration 
of the urfinished busidness of yesterday. ` 

E REDUCTION OF THE MEMBERS’ PAY. 

Wheén the House adjourned yesterday, the pend- 
ing aoe was upon the second reading of the 
bill to reuce the compensation of Senators, Rep- 
Saari and Delegates in Congress, and to re- 
peal all oter acts’on the subject. 

A call of, tho” House was moved and ordered. 
143 memberS.ariswered to their names, The ab- 
sentees were then called; and it appeared that 168 
were in the hall. 

A motion was then made to suspsnd all further 
proceedings in the call: rejected—ayes only 49. 
Excuses were heard and admitted in behalf of 11 
absentees; when 

Mr. S. MASON moved to dispense with all fur- 
ther proceedings under the call; which motion was 
carried in the affirmative. 

Mr. ANDREWS then moved the previous ques- 
tion on the second reading or rejection of the bill; 
which was sustained. i 

The question was then put: “Shall the bill be 
rejected?” and decided in the negative—ayes 45, 
noes 134. 

The question then recurred on the second read- 
ing of the bill. 

Mr. TURNEY called for the yeas and nays; but 
they were not ordered. 

Mr. ARNOLD then rose and said, at the wish 
of several friends, who ke believed were sincere in 
desiring retrenchment, he would move to refer the 
bill to a select committee. 


Mr. EVERETT said, as it was evident a large 
majority was in favor of the bill, they might as 
well go on and complete it. They knew very well 
if the bill should go to a committee, that would be 
the last they would hezrof it. The gentleman 
from Tenressec [Mir. Arnotp] had begun where 
other bills bad terminated; and while he (Mr. E) 
did not believe that the pay of the members was 
too high, there were some abuses which he desired 
to see corrected. This might be a measure that 
might be useful to demagogues -before the country; 
but, so far as he knew the sentiments of the people, 
it was not the sentiment of the people that Con- 
gress was extravagantly paid. Other gentlemen 
might have better sources of information than he 
bad, for he had been ever in his seat. Those 


gentlemen who had been absent for weeks to- 
gether from their seats might know the opiniors of 
the peeple better than those who had been bere, 
day in and day cut, from the commencement of the 
session—-[Laughter|—and who had been driven 
so often to move calls of the House for want of a 
quorum, occasioned by the absence cf those gen- 
emen who received their pay while absent from 
iheir seats, bit who came here and played the 
demagogue. He desired that the House should go 
on; and for that purpose he moved the previous 
question. La . 

Mr. ANDREWS asked if it was in order to 
move to lay the whole subject on the table; and he 
called the yeas and nays thereon. 

Mr. G. DAVIS hoped the instructionsof the gen- 
tleman from Indiana [Mr. R. W., Tuomrson] 
might be read for the information of the House. 

The motion to Jay on the table was negatived. 

Mr. R. W. THOMPSON inquired what the po- 
sition of the question wa? 

The SEEAKER said the previous question 
would bring the House to a direct vote on the en- 
grossment of the bill. 

The vote was then taken on the motion for the 
previous question; which was negatived—-the vote 
being 67 in the affirmative, and 7Lin the negative. 

Mr. ARNOLD again expressed his desire that 
the bill should go to a select committee; for he wa? 
satisfied of his inability to perfect a measure of 
this impertance—and the bill before the House he 
had only designed as an out}ine;—and if sucha 
committee should be appointed, he hoped the 
Speaker wou!d not place him upon it. 

Mr. R. W. THOMPSON proposed to amend the 
motion of the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. £ r- 
NOLD] by moving that the bill be commitied io the 
Committee of the Whole House en the state of the 
Unios, with instructions. 

The Ciznx read the instructions, which proposed 
to strike cut the whole bill, azd to substitute 
another, providing that each member of the Senate . 
and of the House of Representative shall receive 
eight dollars per diem for the actual days tbat 
he may attend, unless his absence should be 
occasioned by sickness, or by leave of the House 
of which he isa member, 4&lso, that the mileage 
of the members be calculated on a straight line 
from their places of residence. Further: that the 
pay of the members be reduced one-fourth after 
Congress shall have been in session five months, 
anda reduction of one-fourth every succeeding 
month. 

Mr. BOTTS said it was not his purpose to 
charge any one with demagoguism. If there had 
been any demagoguism on this floor, he confessed 
he was at a loss to determine which of the two par- 
ties on this question had exhibited the greatest de- 
gree of it. He was opposed to this bill, for the 
reason that he had never been able to bring his 
mind to the belief that members of Congress were 
sufficiently paid. He took it that any gentleman 
who is worthy to occupy a seaton this floor, had 
business at home which must be neglected by his 
attendance here, which was worth a sum equal to 
what he would receive for his attendance in Con- 
gress. Some gentlemen got up and talked about 
the extravagant pay of members of Congress, and 
a litle demagognism might perbaps be exercised 
on that subject, 


Ov-hers talked about the absence cf members; 
and the gentleman from Indiana (Mr. THompson] 
had inircduced instruciions to the Committe of ihe 
Whole cn that subject. The mileage, also, was 
the subject of comment; but why did not gentlemen 
who jive at a disianze get upand intreduce an 
amendment to reduce ihe mileage, if they sincere- 
ly desired to economize? Why, there were gentle- 
wren there whose mileage amounted nearly to 
$2,000, whose actual expenses did not exceed $150. 
His own mileage was about $160; but his actual 
expenses going and returning were not over $20% 
Gentlemen from New York travelied perbaps over 
three hundred miles,-and they received #390, and 
probably their actual cost was no! more than $20. 
There were some gentlemen whoce compensation, 
incinding their mileage, amounted to $94 a day; 
while be, (Mr. B.) independent of his per diem al- 
lowance, did not receive more than 374 cents; and 
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was there any equality there? With respect to the 
absence of members from theif seats, he observed 
that some resided so far from the seat of Govern- 
ment that they could not visit their bomes; but it 
would so happen, as long as he was a member of 
that House—and he was neither afraid nor ashamed 
to avow it—that he occasionally went home to see 
his family, or to atend to engagements of a press- 
ing character. He had no objection to be deprived 
of his compensation while he was absent; but he 
hoped, in the whole arrangement, there would be 
a litle evenhanded justice. 


While he was up, be would take occasion to say 
for he was no demagogue—that he would prefer 
to vote for an increase of the daily compensation 

_Of members. He would reduce the mileage, and 
increase the pay. He did not know but he would 
vote to increase it to $12; and, instead of taking it 
from the public treasury, he would take it from 
the gentlemen who reside at a distance from the 
seat of Government. 

Mr. LEWIS said he voted yesterday against 
taking up this bill; and he did so because he thought 
it was a proposition to reduce the pay of m:mbers 
of Congress only; and he thought that members of 
Congress were worse paid than any of the officers 
of the Government. He thought many clerks in 
the departments, and many clerks in that House— 
copying clerks—-were betfer paid than members of 
Congress. They sat there two sessions during 
each Congress—ithe long and the short one—ma- 
king ten months, generally, in the whole; whieh 
was so large a portion of their time that they could 
Gevote themselves to nothing else at home, and 
their compnsation amounted to from $1,600 to 
$1,700 perannum. A friend near him suggested 
that it was but $1,300. And this was the salary of 
Officers of the highest grade—for they were inferior 
only to the President, and, perhaps, the heads of 
departments--while there were copying clerks re- 
ceiving $1,500, and many of them recciving $1,250. 
He was of opinion that $1,600 was a less compen- 
sation here, in offices that were not permanent, 
than $800 would be at home. He voted against 
taking up this bill yesterday, because he thought 
it was an assault on the pay of members of 


Congress; and that, he should resist. He had 
been here two or three years, and he was 
satisfied he could not remain here for much 


less; but if the House went for a reduction of sat- 
aries in good faith, many of which he believed to 
be too high—-and they were increased in a worse 
state of the currency, when the state of things 
required more than was now necessary,—if the 
Howse reduced the pay of members of Congress to 
$6, he would submit, incompetent though he be- 
lieved it to be. But low as was the pay of mem- 
bers of Congress, in his estimation, he would net 
move to increase it. There was a proposition, 
however, made some days ago, which he should 
‘wish to see passed—a propositioa that, after a cer- 
tain time, the pay of members be reduced to $6: 
that he was willing to see—not for the purpose of re- 
ducing the pay, but for the purpose of hastening the 
adjournment of Congress. However, though he 
voted against taking up the bill, since he had seen its 
character he had voted for the previous question; 


because, even in its present shape, hs was willing © 


to vote for it if the House was, in good faith, go- 
ing for the redaction of salaries. And though he 
did not think the pay of members of Congress 
ought to be reduced, yet, for the grea! good that 
might be effected, he would submit to the partial 
injustice. 

Mr, FILLMORE said he bad not intended 
to take part in this debate; but, as he never 
expected a seat on this floor again, whatever he 
said could not be attributed to any self-interest, 
and he could assure the House it would be fuuad- 
ed solely on what he deemed the public good. be 
was satisfied, from what little attention he kad 
paid to the subject, that the per iem compensation 
of members of Congress was not too great. Any 
member who performed his duty earned weil $8 
per day, and therefore he was not in favor of the 
reduction. There was a greater evil than all this, 
which required reformation more than a redaction, 
or even an abolition of the pay; and that was, that 
they should, if possible, so regulate the matter as to 


per month, until no compensation was allowed; 


was the great evil; and the correction of that was the 
great remedy for all the evils which they suffered. 
He would, therefore, agree to cut off the pay of 
absent members, ualess their absence was occa- 
sioned by sickness, aod, in that case, he douvied 
not permission of the House would always be ob- 
tained. Bat he would allow no other excuse than 
sickness; and therefore he hoped that ihis bill, so 
far as it proposed to cut cf the pay of members 
hot attending to their duties, might become a law, 
He believed this would be the greatest reformation 
that could be effected in that Hfouse and for the 
country. What had they witnessed there? Had 
they not, from day to day, had the business of the 
country stopped, because half aud more than ha!f 
of the membeis were absent from their duties? 
And what was the remedy? He knew not that it 
would be found io taking away the pay of absent 
members; but he would, try it, nevertheless. If the 
remedy was not to be found in that, some other 
remedy must be found, or that body would sink in 
public estimation so low as to lose all moral js- 
fluence in the country. 

Somethiag had been said of the large amount 
of mileage and travelling expenses. At the first 
view, he should say it was too large, an’ should 
be reduce; bat there were too sides to the ques- 
tion; and though some reduction might be made, 
he would ‘not go to the extravagant lengths that 
some gentlemen proposed. What would be the 
consequence of an extravagant reduction? Why, 
he ventured to predici that three years would not 
pass before propositions would be agitated to re- 
move the seat of Government further west; and 
thas muck time, and necersarily much money, 
would be consumed. Then,as a matter of econ- 
omy of the public time, and the employment of 
public «flicers, he would avoid such agiiations. He 
believed the mileage of members might be re- 
duced, sa as to avoid that consequence, which 
he would avoid as a greater evil. 

With respect to the proposition to reduce the 
pay of members after they bad been here a certain 
time, he would observe that the time would be 
much shorter if they could compel the actual at- 
tendance of members. He would, however, agree 
to gradual reduction, until it came down to nothing, 
that the Government organ might not have the op- 
portunily to say that they were operated upon by 
mercenary motives. He would cheerfelly go for 
a reduction of the pay of members of Congress, 
after the session had exceeded five months, as pro- 
posed by the gentleman from Pndiana, one quarter 


but he boped the bili would be committed toa 
committee to perfect it, and then let it be brought 
back, and receive the action of the House. 

Mr. POPE said be was in Congress under the 
law allowing but $6 per diem, and their expenses 
were less now than they were then. He was sur- 
prised to hear gentiemen taik about their salaries 
being less than the salaries of other public officers. 
Those gentlemen did not consider the represenia- 
tive character as he did, for he did not consider 
himself in thatlight. He didnot consider that be 
came bere to work for compensation; but that he 

came here as to a post of honor and distinciion. 

He did not icok upon this as a money-making busi- 

ness; and he though it would have the best possi- 

ble effect to reduce their compensation to what it 
was thirty yemis ago But he was opposed to the 
means to which some gentlemen would resort for 
the purpose or shortening the sessions; for he deem- 
! ed it proper that their fegislation should be calm 
| and del:herate. 
| The gentlemen from the West were necessarily 
' unable to go home ocrasionally duriag a session, 
as those who resided nearer to the seat of Govern- 
men? could de; and, consequently, they must eiiber 
| employ somebody to attend to their business for 
| them, or t mast go wholly neglected. He was op- 
| posed, then, to auvytbing being introduced into the 
t bili other than in relation to the pay of members. 
| He objecied io any interference with the mileage; 
i but he was willing to redace both pay and mile- 
| age if the Ficuse would give thera something ade- 
i quate io pay their expenses. He was, also, will- 


| ing that the vote should be taken on the bill now, 


instead of referring it to either a select comittee 
` or to a Committee of the Whole House. E 
Mr. SHIELDS addressed the House at some 
length, but his speech is necessarily delayed to. a 
future publication. 


Mr. GWIN observed that he would not have 
occupied the time of the House at this late period 
of the secsion, when we shouid act and novtalk, 
but for the remarks of the gentleman from Ken: 
tucky [Mr. Unperwoop] and the gentleman from 
Virginia [Mr. Borrs] on the subject of mileage. 
The impression is attempted to be made that: the 
members from the remote West and Southwest 
come here to make money, and do make money, 
on account of the large amount of mileage: they 
receive for their attendance here. If such is the 
honest opinion of any person, here or elsewhere, 
they are greatly mistaken. Gentlemen appear to 
overlook entirely the expenses incurred and the dif- 
ficulties encountered by a Western and Southwestern 
member, in coming on here with his family. He said, 
after bis election, that occurred only a month before 
the meeting of Congress, he had. made particular 
inquiries, of those familiar with the different routes 
to this place, which was the best, io insure a cer- 
tain and speedy arrival. He was advised, by all 
means, to take what is called the Southern route— 
by the way of New Orleans, Mobile, and Charles- 
ton—as the navigation ot the Ohio is so uncertain, 
at that season of the year, that you are liable to be 
compellsd to travel from Cincinnati to Frederick, 
at that inclement season, night and day, in stages. 
‘this is risking the lives of females and children 
who are ¿nly accustomed to the mild climate of 
the South. Under this advice, he left home in full 
time to bave taken bis seat here on the firstday of 
the session; but, on bis arrival at New Orleans, he 
ascertained that the late freshets in Alabama and 
Georgia had destroyed. all travel between Mobile 
and Charleston, washing off the bridges on the 
stage routes, and rendering the railroads unfit for 
use. One gentleman was brought.to him at the 
ho-el where he pot up, who had just arrived from 
Mobile, who stated that he was compelled to have 
a horse, and iravel on horseback upwards of ninety 
miles, to get to Mobile; and that he was two days 
in advance of the mail, He (Mr. Q.) was then 
reduced to the alternative of retracing his steps 
four hundred miles, to where he had started from, 
and risk the uncertainty ef the navigation on the 
Ohio, and the great exposure his family would 
be subjected to, in travelling over the mountains 
in the stage, or reach Charleston by the way 
of Havana, in tho island of Cuba. He 
chose the latter; and the result was, that 
instead of reaching here on the 6th of December, 
as he had calculated, he got here on the 23d; and 
then was compelled to leave his family at Havana, 
tə come on in the regular mail-boat, while he took 
the first conveyance—a miserable little schooner, 
in which he was buffeted about on the coast as long 
a time as, under favorable circumstances, he could 
have made the wip from home to this city. A col- 
league in the other House of Congress, [Mr. 
Woatvxer,] with whom be (Mr. G.) had started, 
wait-d for tee regular mail-paeket from Havana 
to Charleston, and was detained from his seat to 
the Ist of January. ‘Po show the uncertainty of 
either route, ke would staie that another colleague 
in the Senate [Mr. Henpmrson] left New Orleans 
for this place, by the way of Louisville, Cincinnati, 
and Wheeling, on the same evening we left for 
Havana; aud he arrived here one evening, and Mr. 
Ch the next. That this may not be considered an 
isolated cace, he would state another: One of the 
Senators from Mississippi [Mr. WALKER] Was 
clest:d to the Sonate in the first week of January, 
1835, and started very soon after, with his family, 
tor tais city, When he got to the mouth of Cume 
heriand river, he found the Ojo above that point 
blocked up with ice. He was compelled to go to 
Washvilie, thence by stage to Maysville; where, 
from illness, brosght on by the journey, he was 
compelled to leave his family; and he reached this 
city on the 221 of February, six or seven weeks. 
after his elec’ion, and undergoing the greatest ex- 
posurz, which created an illness so severe with one 
member of his family, as detained them to the 
‘month of May before they reached here. 


Another member from. that Stare, elected to the 

` same Congress, [General Dickson,} tock cold from 
the exposure to Which he was subjected in travel- 
ling here, which: terminated in his death. His 
colleague [Mr. Claiborne] was confined nearly the 
whole of the session from sickness, brought on in 
the same way. But it was uséless to detain the 
House with other: instances of similar exposure, 
detention, and. expense, which he could instance. 
His expenses. were but little Jessithan a thousand 
dollars, from the. time he left: his home. uatil. he 
reached this place. A money-making business! 
There was not, (Mr. G. said) as he believed, a 
member on this floor from the West or Southwest, 
whose pay and mileage paid his expenses here. He 
thought-he conld speak with certainty as to the 
members from his own State, from its admission in- 
to the Union to this time, thatnot one had saved a dol- 
Jar that Be drew for his pay and mileage. In many 
instances they had been bankrupted by the neglect 
of their business at home, and their expenditures 
here over the amount they had reccived. The gen- 
tileman from the Richmond district can tell within 
half.an hour of his arrival or departure from his 
home for this city. Wein the West and South- 
west oflen miss our calculations by weeks. 


Before taking bis seat, he must express his sur- 
prise at the remarks of the honorable gentleman 
from New York, [Mr. Fitumone] the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means. That gentle- 
man had deprecated, in his usual forcible manner, 
long’ sessions of Congress, and had suggested a 
rethedy ‘to puta stop to them. This complaint 
comés with a bad grace from him. Here we are 
in the midst of the longest session of Congress 
(with probably the exception of some one during 
the last war,) that has ever cat since the foundation 
of this Government;—in the midst of it, for we have 
not designated at what time we intend to adjourn; 
and yet we have been in session longer than any 
of our predecessors, with the exception above- 
named; and whois to blame for il? Sir, (said 
Mr. G) the delay is chargeable to the gentleman 
himself, and no other. At his door does the re- 
sponsibility of this long session rest; and with a.. 
of his arguments and tact, he cannot put it else- 
where. His omnipotent powerin this House is 
known and felt, and must be acknowledged. Tre 
great measure of this session (the tariff) only came 
tous from the committee of which be is chair- 
man when we ovght to have been ready to ad- 
journ and go home, instead of being reported in 
the month of January, as it should have been, 
which would have brought this session to a close 
long ago. 

Mr. FILLMORE asked the gentleman from 
Mississippi to permit him to give the reason why 
that bill was not reported sooner. After the report 
of the Secretary of the Treasury was referred to 
them, they sat for seven hours per day, constantly 
laboring to mature the details of the bill, ‘Phe de- 
lay was with the Treasury Department, who had 
been often and earnestly begged by the commiitee 
and this FIonse to send in a report. He thougbt it 
an act of duty to the commilice to make this state- 
ment in answer to the uncalled-fer stiack upon it 
that had been made by. the honorable gentleman 
from Mississippi. . ; 

Mr. GWIN said he had undersiood that it 
was the practice of this Elouse to call on the de- 
partment for a project when this important sub- 
ject had been acted upon heretofore; but he thought 
it a practice more honored ia the breach than the 
observance. In this instance, in part 
iterated the charge taat it was no excuse to the 
Committes of Ways and Means for not reporting 

a bill on this important subject in January last. 
It was known to the committee and the whole 
country that legislation on this great subject 


must be had beore the 30:h of Jane, if we l 


did oar duty; yet we had almost arrived at that 
period of the sesssion before the commiitee re- 
ported their bil. This great error of this session 
cannot be thrown upon tie Exeecuiive er the 
Secretary cf the Treasury. I: bss been come 
mitted here in this hall by the mejoriy—and 
a triumphant majoriiy—ied by the gontlemaa 
himseif. He knew that it was of some conse- 
quence to this majority to get a report from the 


sular, be re- 
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Treasury Department, to have some excuse for the 
oppressive tariff they intended to pass; and they 
were fully gratified by that report aad bill, that 
created, by its miserable defects and unjust pro- 
visions, an apology for the monstrous tarif bill 
that was reported “by the committee and has been 
passed by ihis House. - f 

The gentleman need not attempt to shift the re- 
sponsibility off his own shoulders and fix it on the 
Secretary of the Treasury. He was bound, as the 


financial organ of this House, to report his bill of 


supply before bis appropriation bills, and no man 
doubts, if he had done so, we would have passed 
upon it leng since, and we would now have been 
at our homes. ‘The ‘gentleman is backed by a 
powerful majority here, that enables him to pass 
any of bis bills. He has had added to his power 
‘another instrument, never before used in this Gov- 
einment—the power of stopping discussion, the 
gag and the hour rule, by which he can determine 
toa minute when a bill will pass this House. Yet 
here we are, doing nothiag; have done nothing but 
pass bills that we knew would be vetoed, by which 
political capital may be made in the country. He 
would condemn such a course, no matter what 
party pursued it. And Jet gentlemen do as they 
may, and say what they please, the responsibily is 
here, and the people will place it here, and hold us 
toa solemn account for our delay in despatching the 
public business. 


Like the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Fist- 
MoRE,}] he did not expect to hold a seat on this 
floor after the present Congress, and he wonld 
therefore speak impartially of the bill before us. 
He did not think there was a gentleman here who 
did not spend, in the performance of his duty, 
every dollar he reeeived for mileage and per diem. 
Yet, as a measure of reform, he was willing to 
vote for it. 

Mr. BOWNE deemed himseif fortunate in ob- 
taining the floor, that he might spread before the 
country the motives that would induce the vote he 
should give. I: had been well remarked by the 
member from Albany, that there was not time 
enough left to play out this game at this protracted 
period of the session; and farther, that, so far as re- 
garded the pay and mileage of members of Con- 
gress there was nothing that called on this Con- 
gress, to pass such a law as had been introduced by 
the honcrable member from Tennessee. He had 
met this question—as he bad met every question that 
had been presented here for his vote—boldly and 
without any desire to avoid or dodge the question. 
He had given such a.voie as his judgment dictated, 
end he was not disposed to see the question shuf- 
fled off by reference to a committee, where it would 
go to the tomb of the Capulets, never to be heard of 
again. He was for meeting the question on its 
merits, on the motion to reject the bill, and he had 
voted for tue rejection. 

Great misapprehension (Mr. B. said) prevailed 
on the subject of the pay of members of Congress. 
He knew that a great many were of the opinion 
that they were receiving exorbitant wages, and 
much beyond what they deserved. This he under- 
took to eontrovert. He was prepared to admit, 
with his colleague, that a great evil did exis!; and 
he was willing to remedy it in the way he pro- 
posed. Much of the evil that existed resuked from 
the absense of members from their duties; and ke 
agreed with his colleague that the most appropriate 
remedy would be tocut eff the pay cif such mem-~ 
bers, unless they should be sbsent by leave of the 
House. He kvew thal onee, during this session, a 
matter of ihe most urgent necessity (sickness in his 
family) called him away, and he was detained for 
several days; but he would have gone under the 
cperation of such a law as his colleague proposed. 
He would willingly have relinquished his per diem, 
rather than have remained bere, circumstaneed as 
he was. He had no doubt that cther honorable 
members who had beea absent could have shown 
as good reasons for itas he did. AH such cases 
couid be provided for in the pili sugg y his 
colleague. H a member should be attasked by 
disease, or if sickness showld occur in his family, 
the House would exeuse him; bat if he should be 
abseni in the pursuit ether of pleasure or hi. ewn 
private business, then justice required tha: his com- 


pensation should be suspended. This, he believed, 
would cure the evil under which the House bad so. 
often labored, of wanting a quorum, and which had 
so much impeded the business of the session. But 
the gentleman who introduced this biil contended 
that members of Congress were receiving more 
thaa their services were worih_—— 

Mr. ARNOLD denied he had said any such 
thing. é 
Mr. BOWNE. How then could the gentleman 
account for the introduction of the bill? 

Mr. ARNOLD said that he introduced the biil 
because he believed that, in times like these, mem- 
bers cf Congress were called upon to make sac- 
rificss for the good of the country. 


Mr. BOWNE said it was far from him to ime. 
peach the motives of the gentleman, and he had 
no inclination to enlist pariy feclings; but what (he 
asked) could have induced the member to introduce 
a bill of this description, if he was not of the 
opinion that members of Congress were receiving 
more than they deserved? Had the constituents of 
the gentleman called on him to make a personal 
sacrifice? ‘Would any gentleman here admit that 
he had a constituency who would require him to 
come here and labor, day in and day out, witha 
neglect of his private business, and a sacrifice of . 
all his domestic comforts, for less than be now re- 
ceived? His cons‘ivents (Mr. B. said) would not 
return him to this hall, if he expressed such an 
opinion of them. But he would like to know if 
the newspaper slang of the day, and the discus- 
sions out of doors, in relation to the per diem of 
members of Congress, had not given rise to the 
introduction of this bill. He had seen articles in 
some of the political papers, (and he would here 
observe that they were not confined to either of 
the great political parties of the day,) attacking 
indecently this House and this Congress—not only 


| onthe subject of pay and mileage, but on others. 


I admit (said Mr. B.) that our not doing is to be . 
set down as one of our darkest deeds here; but I do 
deny that we are obnoxious to the many and in- 
decent charges that have been made against us. 
He concurred entirely in the remarks just made by 
the genileman who preceded him—that the members 
of this House had been more poorly paid than 
any individual in the service of the people. Now, 
(said Mr. B.,) let us inquire why it is that the conn- 
try charges us with receiving more than we ought 
to receive. Were those who made the charge 
aware of all the expenses to which members of 
Congress were subjected here? There was one ex- 
pendiiure to which they were subjected, which the 
public was not generaliy aware of. Members upon 
this floor were compelled, almost ex necessitate, to 
expend hundreds of dollars for the purchase and dis- 
tribution of documents to enlighten the publie mind 
on the important interests of the country. This 
their constituents expected of them, and members 
were in some measure under an obligation to fdo 
it. The public at large did not understand the 
expenses of living in this city; for, if they did, they 
would readily see bow it was that members of Con- 
gress could uoi make money out of their $8 per 
day and mileage. ‘This bill might pass and become 
alaw. He kaew that there were gentlemen who 
wished to make much out of this question, and who 
desired to appear before their constituents as 
champions of retrenchment and reform; because 
without getting up soms kind of hambug, they 
could not, perhaps, be returned again. Bat let 
him teil them they were mistaken, for the pub- 
lic would understand the whole movement, Ee 
would notice one renark that had been made by 
the genlemen from Teanessee who introduced the 
bill, Hie asked the House to give him but two 
weeks lo see whether -publie sentiment was not in 
favor of the measure. Now, did not every man 
woman, and child, know that a delay of two weeks 
would dig the grave of the bili? The publie wouid 
understand the matter. Would not the consita. 
ents of the gentleman sgspeci ihat he had brought 
forward amessare thathe did not contemplate pass. 
ing. 

Here Bir, ARNOLD made an explanation, the 
purport ef which was not heard. 

+ if the gentleman expected ihis bill te prs at 


i this session, why was he willing to subiaii to the 


delay of sending it to a committee? Did any one 
expect this session to last two weeks longer? and 
did: he expect a bill of that importance to undergo 
the supervision of a committee, be returned to the 
Heuse,and acted on before the adjournment? If the 
gentleman contemplated passing it, why not move 
to. go into Committee of ihe Whole, and act on it 
` at once? : 

` He had a word or two to say on the subject of 
mileage before he closed. He agreed wi'h the gen- 
tleman from Mississippi that, considering the priva- 
tion and difficulties encountered by members in con- 
sequence of coming here from a great distance, the 
compensation they received in mileage was not 
too high. He admitted that, some weeks ago, he 
was of the opinion that the larger amount received 
by some members tkan others, on account of their 
mileage, created a great inequality in their compen- 
sation; but since he had taken a more accurate ex- 
amination of the subject, he had come to a different 
conclusion. The separation of members from their 
families—the impossibility of going home to see 
them during the session—the absolute neglect of 
their private business, together with the expense, 
hardships, and perils of travelling a great distance 
from home;—all these taken into consideration, he 
thought that such members were not better paid than 
the others.’ For his part, he was willing to trust the 
matter to his constituents. They were honest 
and intelligent, and no demagogues could deceive 
them. 


Mr. GILMER ebserved, that this debate bad 
arisen very unexpectedly to him. He was net in 
the ‘House yesterday, when ths gentleman from 

_ Tennessee asked leave to introduce this bill. He 
had supposed that, as they were now so near the 
period of adjournment, no new project of re- 
trenchment and reform would be introduced, after 
the army and navy bills. His general views on 
this subject were well known to the House; and he 
would, therefore, say nothing in regard to it. But 
he now rose to tést whether this bill was, as it had 
been characterized, a mere game to win political 
capital by, or whether it was instituted to reform 
existing abuses. There were abuses that ought to 
be corrected; and it was well known to the member 
from Tennessee that, months ago, he (Mr. G.) 
had the hoxor to introduce several bills, hav- 
ing that object in view, which were then 
lying on the table in a dormant state. One 
proposed to reduce and regulate the mileage of 
members of Congress, by reducing it from eight to 
six dollars-for every twenty miles’ travel, and by 
directing the computation of the amount of each 
member’s mileage to be made by the post office 
distances, instead of allowing members to regulate 
it themselves, and sometimes charge constructive 
journeys, They had been told that, by reducing 
the pay of members, they ran the hazard of expel- 
ling from the hall many of the most useful mem- 
pers. He was aware of that. He was aware that 
coming to Congress was not the money-making af- 
fait that it was supposed to be; but still he thought 
there was good reason why some retrenchment 
might be introduced into this branch of the public 
service. Suppose (said Mr. G.) you increase the 
pay to twelve dollars: do you suppose that ihe 
members would pocket the difference? Far from 
ite The expenses would increase in proportion to 
the increase of compensation. Charges for board, 
and all the other expenses to which members of 
Congress were subjected here, would be increased 
in proportion. He had also reported two other 
bills; one of which was for abolishing the franking 
privilege—a privilege which subjected the country 
toa very heavy burden, without a corre) onding 
benefit. He (Mr. G.) was in favor of this measure 
on principles of economy, and not for the purpose 
of stinting the public officer, who gave his ume to 
the public. To stint was not economy; it was let- 
ting out the public cfices to the lowest bidder, 
which the people did not desire, and which ke was 
‘confident they would not approve. It was only 
where expenditures were extravagant or unneces- 
sary, that he desired to reduce them. He believed 
that abowishing the franking privilege would not 
only produce a great saving to the country, but 
that it would have ihe effect of diffusing a much 
Jarger amount ef intelligence among the people 
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than was done under the present system. Mr. G, 
next referred to the oiher bill reported by the re- 
trenchment committee to abolish the newspaper 


privilege of members, and also to put an end to` 


the subscriptions for newspapers and periodicals 
for the public offices, and indeed all the other 
branches cf the public service, civil as well as 
military. This was an abuse that was inereasing 
to an alarming extent, and ought to be corrected. 

Oa the subject of mileage, Mr. G. said that the 
true principle was to pay to each member the ac- 
tual expenses he incurs in coming here and going 
home, and no more. The question, however, was, 
was there to be any action on this bill at the pres- 
ent session, which was now approaching rapidly 
to a c'ose? If such is the intention, said Mr. G., 
let us not discuss it for the purpose of making po- 
litical capital out of it. Judging of this bill by 
those that had preceded it, he hardly thought there 
was time enough left to give it a proper degree of 
consideration. 
` He did not wish to be considered as in favor of 
this bill in all its parts, for he had not heard it read, 
and knew not whatit was. He only meant to say 
that he concurred in the general principle con- 
tained in it, and was disposed to preceed in good 
faith to put it in such a shape as to render its pas- 
sage desirable. If the House was really in earnest, 
let us, said Mr. G, go at once into Cummittee of 
the Whole; let it be read, and let such amend- 
ments be made as may be agreed on. Let it then 
be reported to the House in an inielligible shape, 
and put upon its passage. He himself desired to 
sugzest severe aiiridiarins, ard was ready to of- 
fer them as soon as the House resolved itself into 
Committee of the Whole. 

After some further remarks, Mr. G. maved that 
the House resolve itself into Committee of the 
Whole for the purpose of considering this bill. 

The SPEAKER said that the motion was not in 
order, and stated the question before the House. 

Mr. ARNOLD rose and asked leave, by general 
consent, to offer certain amendments. 

Mr. CLIFFORD suggested to the gentleman to 
offer an amendment excepting privates of the army, 
and common seamen in the navy, from the opera- 
tions of the bill. 


Mr. ARNOLD answered, that he was willing to 
do so, and would offer that with other amendments. 
Objections, however, were made by several to any 
amendments, and they were therefore not offered. 

rig some remarks from Mr. JONES of Mary- 
land, | 

Mr. C. BROWN, Mr. GORDON, and Mr. R. 
W. THOMPSON continued the debate, but the 
publication of their remarks is unavoidably post- 
poned. 


Mr. THOMPSON of Indiana concluded by 
modifying his motion so as to withdraw the in- 
structions to the Committee of the Whole; and 
roving, instead thereof, that the select committee 
be instruc'ed to inquire into the expediency cf 
adopting his amendment. 

After some remarks from Mr. BURNELL in 
favor of the bill-— . 

Mr. JAMES W. WILLIAMS of Maryland 
moved to strike ovt all that relates to milexge, 
and, in lieu therecf, to insert, as an additional sec- 
tion, the follo ving: 

And be it further enacted, That every member of Con- 
gress shall be allowed, ia lieu of the present allowance for 
mileage, for going to, and for returning from, the seat of Gov- 
ernment, once at each session of Congress, a sum equal to the 
necessary expense that may be actualiy incurred in making the 


journey by the most usual route, and the ordinary mode of 
travelling the same, and no more. 


Mr. SMITH of Virginia inquired of the gentle- 
man from Tennessee if this bill was not to take 
effect after the next session of Congress, and not 
to affect the present Congiess at ail. He observed 
that it was worded so as to take effect with the 
Congress that meets after the 5'h of December; 
whereas the present Congress will meet, for its 
short session, cn the 31 of December next; so that 
the bill will aot affect the members of this Ceon- 
gress at all. 

Mr. ARNOLD then asked leave to amend the 
bill so as to insert the 34 of December next; but, 
several members objecting, the amendment was not 
received. 
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After some further remarks from Messrs, AR- 
NOLD and TOURNEY, the Jatter moved the pre- 
vious question, and the question being taken by 
tellers, the second was carried—yeas 75, nays 53. 

The SPEAKER said that the effect of the pre- 
vious question would be to carry the House toa 
direct vote on the engrossment of the bill. == 4 

The yeas and nays on-ordering the mait qués- 
tion having been ordered and taken, the vote was— 
yeas 89, nays 72. ` 

The question was then taken on the engross- 
ment of the bill, and carried in the affirmative— 
yeas 89, nays 79. eae 

Mr. MARSHALL then addressed the House at 
length in opposition to the bill. After which, 

Mr. WM. B. CAMPBELL moved a reconsid« 
eration of the vote on ordering the bill to be en- 
grossed. ; 

Oa motion by Mr McKAY, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, July 27, 1842. 


Mr. BARROW presented a memorial from 
James W. Calwell, Wm. Christy, and others, 
asking to be relieved as sureties on a custom-house 
bond on certain railroad iron; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance. < 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, made an adverse report on the memorial 
of John Phillips, praying remuneration for depre- 
dations committed by tue Creek Indians; which 
was Ordered to be printed. SP ages 

Mr.. PHELPS, from the Committee on Fen- 
sions, reported back without amendment the fol- 
lowing House biils, and with a recommendation 
that they be indefinitely postponed, viz: 

An act for the relief of William Glover; 

An act for the relief of Catharme Wilson; 

An act for the relief of Sally Day; and 

An act for the relief of Presley Grey. ‘ 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, from the Committee on 
Commerce, to which had been referred House.bill 
entitled An act for the relief of Nathan Smith and 
others, reported the same back without amend- 
ment, and with a recommendation that it do pass. 

The bill providing for the satisfaction of the 
claims arising under the 14th and 19th articles of 
the treaty at Dancing Rabbit creek, came up on the 
question of engrossment. 

Messrs. WALKER and PHELPS submitted 
some slight modifications to tbe bill, which. wer 
agreed to; and the bill was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. anh 

Mr. YOUNG submitied the following, to be add- 
ed to his resolution of yesterday; which was. or- 
dered to be printed, viz: ` 


12. The quantity of land in each State appropriated on ac- 
count of military bounties for services rendered during thelate 


war with Great Britain. 


13. The number of unsatisfied claims on the same account, 
and the quanticy of land required to satisfy the same. 

14. The amount of land scrip issued on account of the State 
of Virginia, in consequence of the cession of her waste lands to 
the United States for military services rendered by her citizens 
during the revolutionary war. ae, i 

15. Lhe amount of scrip required to liquidate the unsatisfied 
claims in the same account, as faras the same can be ascer- 
tained at the department. i 

16. The grants of jand made by the several States and Terri- 
tories, from the earliest period up to the present‘lime, and ‘the 
purposes for which such grants were made, ;“ ei 

17. The quantity of land received by the States respectively, 
or for their benefit, from the land ceded by hem to the United 
States. £ : 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Milita- 
ry Affays, reported back without amendment the 
bili for te armed occupation and settlement of a 
portion 9f Florida. fi 

On motion of Mr. MERRICK, the Senate re- 
sumed the coasideration of the bill regulating the 
rates of postage, and corréeting abuses in the post- 
office system; the question pending being the mo- 
tion to reconsider the #ote on the amendment sub- 
mitted bythe Sengtbr from Rhode Island [Mr. 
Simmons] fixing LHe rate of postage. i 

Mr. MERRICK hoped the vote would be re« 
considered. If the bill should become a law with 
the rate of postage fixed by that amendment, it 
would seriously impair the revenues of the dey art- 
ment. The Postmaster General had become a 
good deal alarmed for fear the bill, as it now is, 
should become a law, and had sent him a coms 
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munication upon. the subject. The communica- 
tion. was here read by Mr. M., the purport of 
which was: That. the first impressions of the de- 
partment were, that the loss aceruing to the depart- 
ment, by the reduction of the rates of letter-postage 
from 64 and 124 cenis to 5 and 10 cents, would be 
nearly, if not quite resiored, by enhancing the 
charge.to 20 cents on those letters liable to 184 cents 
postage; but, upon a more fall examination of the 
subject, it was ascertained that the change in these 
particulars alone would operate.a reduction in the 
revenues of $112,000, as near as could be ascer- 
tained. But that, by the bill as. it now stood, 
which reduced. the charge on letters liable to 
18%. cents postage to 15 cents, in connexion with 
the change originally proposed by the committee, 
would cause a reduction in the revenues of the de- 
partment of at least $348,000, according 10 the cal- 
culation of the Postmaster General and ihe chief 
clerk, and other most experienced clerks, Mr. 
Hobbie, one of the assistant Postmasters General, 
calculates that it would cause a reduction of 
$341,000, or thereabouts, in the revenues. Tue 
revenues of the department could not bear even 
the reduction which the change proposed by the 
committee would produce. 

Mr. M. said, under these circumsiances, he 
hoped the Senate would agree to reconsider the 
vote alluded to; which being done, he would move 
to strike out the first section entirely, and leave the 
subject to be provided for in a separate bill, or 
until the next session; at which time the Postmaster 


General has intimated his intention to present full” 


information as to the effect such a change would 
have on the revenues of tne department; and to 
give some éstimates and data upon which a bene- 
ficial change could be made. 

The question was taken, and the vote adopting 
the amendment was reconsidered. 

Mr. MERRICK now moved to strike out the 
entire section graduating and conforming the rate 
of postage to the Federal coin, 


Mr. WALKER. said this was the most impor- 
tant part of the bill, and formed one of the sirongest 
arguments with the honorable chairman of the 
Post Office Committee the other day, for the ne- 
cessity of legislating. He (Mr. W.) had received 
positive instructions to vole for such a biil as 
would conform the rates of postage to the Federal 
coia, and thus do away with a great inconvenience 
to the people of his seciivn of the country partic- 
ularly, and to all parts of the country. Uuder the 
circumstances, he could not agree that this section 
should be stricken out satirely. He hoped, instead of 
striking out the section, the chairman would make 
his motion so as to take the original proposition of 
the committee, reducing the rates on the letters 
chargeable with 64 and 124 cents to 5 and 10 cenis, 
and increasing the rate to 20 cents on those charge- 
able with 183 cents. 
work a serious decrease in the revenues of the de- 
partment. 

Mr. MERRICK said he had just stated, on the 
authority of the Postmaster General, that the bill, 
as reported by the committee, would operate aga 
reduction in the revenues to the amount of 
$112 000; and that that officer feared, if it was per- 
sisted in, it would have the effect of disabling him 
from meeting the expenses of the department by 
the revenues of the department, and al the same 
time of conunuing the present gmount of mail fa- 
cilities. 

The CHAIR said the que 

striking out the whole sestion, 
Mr. McROBERTS hoped the motion tog 


e on 


out the whole section would noi prs Hie was 
xtremely desirous that the raies cf postage should 
be made to conform to the Fe ~ Te eould 
e easily done, by amending on in sucu 


manner as wouid obtain that de alum, without 
lessening the revenues of the deparument. : 

Mr. WALKER sugsesicd to the chairman to 
make the motion to st end insert the see- 
tion as it originally stood wh ported from the 
commitiee. 

Mr. MERRICK said his wish was to-strike oat 
the section; which being done, ths Senator from 
Mississippi could meke a motion to the effect in- 
dicated, 


He did not believe this would’ 
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Mr. LINN inquired of the chairman whether 
the chief inducement for passing the bill was not 
to make the postage conform to the Federal coin, 
He had understood so, from the remarks of the 
chairman the other day. He inquired whether it 
was not the whole point in the question. In con- 
forming the Dill to the Federal coin, you are net 
necessarily obliged to lessen the revenues of the 
department. i 

Mr. MERRICK repeated his former remarks as- 
to. the amount the revenues would be reduced by the 
adoption of either of the propositions, as bis 
reason for not wisbing to carry out the object 
originally desired—of fixing the rates to the Federal 
coin. 

Mr. WOODBURY suggested to the chairman, 
thai, if the bill were recommitted, he might so frane 
it as to conform it to the Federal coin, without 
causing any reduction in the revenues. 

Mr. CALHOUN was understcod to say that he 
was not willing to encounter the responsibility of 
voting for a proposition wich the head of the de- 
partment said would reduce the revenues from 
$112,000 to $120,000. He hoped, therefore, that the 
bill would be recommitted to the Post Office 
Committee, with a view of so framing the bill as 
to secure the end desired, without lessening the rev- 
enues of the department, He was opposed to do- 
ing an act which would cause that department to 
be thrown as a heavy charge upon the common 
treasury. 

Mr. KING was decidedly in favor of conform- 


fog the rates-of pesizga to the Federal. enin. Ip bis 


section of the country, almost all the small denom- 
ination of change were of the Federal coin; and his 
people. were, therefore, much interested in the 
changed proposed. A great many letters and 
memorials had been forwarded to him from his 
State, asking him to endeavor to bring about such 
a change; but he held that it was right to take no 
step, important as the change was to his constitu- 
ents, which would have the tendency to reduce the 
revenues of the department, so as to prevent the 
necessary mail facilities being exterded to every 
section of the country. It was of more importance 
to enable the department to meet its engagements, 
than to correct the evils complained of. It was 
better to endure an evil, than to incur a greater 
one Ly aitempting lo correct it. He believed the 
bill could be regulated to the Federal coin, withoat 
reducing the rate ef postage. He hoped it. would 
be recommitied, 

Mr. MERRICK was opposed to recemmitling 
the bill, It would delay the action on it so long 
that the other House would not pass it. The other 
sections of the bill were important to secure the 
revenues of the department; and, by striking out 
this section, the bill could be passed without de- 
lay, and then another bill could ke reported to- 
motrow, fixing the rate of postage. 

Mr. WALKER said he, for one, could not for a 
moment agree to separate the section fixing the 
rates to the Federal coin, from the other sections of 
the bill, If it was done, they would kear nothing 
more about that section. 

Mr. W. submitted a plan conforming the 
raies to ‘ha Federal eoin, and sborienizg the 
disiances (thereby inerensing ihe postage ou cer- 
tain classes of letters) to make up for any supposed 
losses in the revenne. 

Mr. MERRICK made some remarks against 
the plan proposed. The Senator’s proposition, he 
said, was based on a mathematical calculation, 
which would not do practiesily. The distances 
have tu be fixed with reference io the loeaiion of 
the cities and post offices, and could not be made to 
comprise, in all cases, a particular number of miles, 
without operating disadvantageously on the reve- 
nuss cf the department. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he felt convince’, the 
other day, when the preposition to fiz the rates of 
posiage was under consideration, thata great dimi- 
nution of revenue would be the effect of its pas- 
. He expressed himself so, on the amendment 
as proposed and advocated by the chairman of 
the Committee cn the Post Office and Post Roads. 
He then said that ihcy ought not to pass any such 
biil, without an cflicial and responsible report from 
the department as to what would be its effect on 


ee 


the revenues. It never would do:to maks the Post 
Office Department a charge upon the general treas- 
ury. : 

Mr. B. said the Postmaster General, in his com- 
munication, requests of you not to touch the mat- 
ter at the present session; and states that he will, at 
the next session of Congress, furnish data to enable 
us to frame a bill understandingly.. When there 
will be but two or three months or to to elapse be- 
fore the meeting of the next Congress, ought we 
not to indulge that officer in his wishes? or will you 
go into it blindly, without knowing what will be 
the effect on the revenues of the department? He 
(Mr. B.) would not be governed by recommenda- 
lions without estimates. If the section were stricken 
out, it would noi delay action upon the object of -it 
for more than three or foar months. He would not 
move one inch on such a subject without full and 
proper estimates from the department. Therefore 
he would vote against the recommitment of the 
bill, and for the first section to be stricken out, to 
enable us to have the estimates from the depart- 
ment to govern us at the next session of Congress, 
when the object could be. better accomplished of 
conforming the rates of postage to the Federal coin 
which he was in favor of. : 

The question on recomuitment was put, and de- 
cided in the negative—aye: 14, noes 20. 

The question recurring on the motion to strike 
out the first section, : 
I| Mr WALKER said be felt bound to resist it 
It embraced ‘the very object which be was instruct- 
{| ed to vote for. He suggested to the chairman to let 
the vote be-first takca on a motion to amend the 
bill as he (Mr. 9.) had suggested. 
|| Mr. MERRICK had no objection to let the Sen- 
aior from Mississippi test the sense of the Senate 
on his amendment, . 

Mr. WALKER then moved to amend the bill, 
as indicated in a previous part of his remarks, 
conforming the rates of postage to’ the Federal coin, 
without lessening the revenue of the department. 

Tne question was put, and the amendment was 
disagreed to. f 

The question was then put on the motion of Mr. 
Mrrricx;and the first section of the bill was stricken 
out. 

Mr. MERRICK said some gentlemen had taken 
pains to ascertain that the size of the newspaper 
taken as a basis (being 1,307 square inches) was 
not as large as some of the daily papers, and sug- 
gested that the basis nad better be extended. To 
meet their views, therefore, he put it at 1,400 
square inches. ; 

Mr. SIMMONS said some of the daily papers 
would be liable to 14 cents pestage, if 1,307 were 
retained te regulate the siz2 of those papers liable 
to one cent postage. 

Mr. MERRICK thought the Journal of Com- 
merce was large enough, which was 1,307 inches. 
If there were other daily papers larger, they could 
reduce the siz>, He therefore would not make the 
motion, 

Mr. CRITTENDEN thought it would be better 
to conform the bill to the state of things as they 
exist, 

lr, SIMMONS said the New York Enquirer 
and Espress would measure almost 1,400 square 
inches, 

Mr. MERRICK then moved to insert 1,458 
square inches as the size. 

Mr. PRESTON inquired if the object was to 
put an end to the igrge papers. 

Mr. @ERRICK said it was intended to put an 
end to these encrmcus sheeis, which comprised 
volumes of malter. 

_ The amendment fixing the size at 1,450 square 
inches was agrecd to. 

Tais will make the double-size Brother Jona- 
than and double New World liable to $14 postage, 
or thereabouts. | 

The bil! was then ordered to be engrossed; which 
having been done, it was read the third time and 
passed. 

On motion of Mr. MERRICK, tie title of the 
vil was am-nded so as to read, “Ab act to protect 
ihe revenue, and to diminish the charges on the 
general treasury of the Post Office Department.” 
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Laermer Diiia 
Mr. WALKER then submitted the 
resolution; which was agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Postmaster General be directed to com- 
münñicate to thé Senate, at the commencemer:t of the next ses- 
sion, an estimate, showing what reduction of the number of 


mills on which postages are now charged, in the several cases 
esignated by law, 


Oinage,so as not to diminish the aggregate revenue ofthe Post 
Office Department, i 


THE NAVY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Oa motion of Mr. EVANS, the navy appropria- 
tion bill was taken up, for ihe purpose of consider- 
ing the dissent of the House to some of the Senate 
amendments. i 

Mr. E. explained that the House had dissented 
from some of ihe amendments made by the Ser- 
ate, and had amended two ‘of ti Senate amend- 
ments, in respect to which the concurrence of the 
Senate was requested, 

The first of the Senate amendments non-concur- 


fallowing 


red in by the House, was that which added some. 


four hundred and seventy or four hundred and 
eighty thousand dolars to the apprepriation for the 
pay of officers, seamen, and marines in the navy. 
The appropriation in the original bill, asit came to 
the Senate from the House, was $2,335,000; which 
the Serate, after a long discussion, had raised to 
$2,800,000. The Commitiec on Finance, in rec- 
ommending that increase, was fortified by the con- 
current opinions of its necessity expressed by the 
House Committees of Ways and Means and of 
Naval Affairs, and of thé Senate Committee of 
Naval Affairs; as well as those of the Navy Com- 
missioners ahd the Sectetary of the Navy. The 
matter had been so fully discussed when the subject 
was before the Senate, a! the time: the bill was un- 
der consideration, that he thought it now unneces- 
sary to dwell further upon it then to express a hope 
that the Senate would nut recede from its amend. 
ment. . 

The next amendment of the Senate, dissented 
from by the House, was that increasing the appro- 
priation for the Pensacola dock-yard from $35,300 
to $100,000. 

The next was the appropriation inserted by the 
Senate, of $7,365 14, which the House, on more 
correct information of the actual expenditure, had 
raised to $10,543 42; being the expenses incurred 
for the coast of Africa, in carrying ont the law of 
the United S.ates for ihe suppression of the slave- 
trade. He would move the concurrence of the 
Senate in this amendment, 

The next was an amendment made by the House 
to the Senate’s amendment, which provided that 
the Secretary of the Navy shouid have the discre- 
tion of applying the appropriation of $100,000 for 
the dry-dock at Brooklyn, New York, to the erec- 
tion of a floating-dock; which the House had 
amended by insertirg “if, in his opinion, such fleat- 
ing-dock will supersede the necessity of a dry- 
dock.” The effect of this amendment would be to 
preclude the Secretary of the Navy from making 
the experiment in relation to the floating-dock, 
because an impossibility is required of him; which 
is, that he shall know by anticipation, and in ad- 
vance of any trial, what cannot be knowa till af- 
ter the experiment is made. 

The Secretary of the Wavy, under such restric- 
tion, will apply the money to the dry dock, avd 
make no trial of the floating-dock atall. He (Mr. 
E.) proposed to test the sense of the Senate on the 
question between a dry-dock and floating-dock, by 
moving a non-concurrence with the amendment of 
the House. 

The next was the dissent of the House to the 
Senate’ amendment of an appropriation of $4,- 
345 39 for the charter of the steamboats Splendid 
and Clarion, in September and October, 1841, for 
the survey of Nantucket shoais. 

The next was the non-concurrence of the House 
in the Senate’s amendment to the clause of the bill 
providing that no part of the sums appropriated by 
the bill should be applied to the pay of officers ap- 
pointed after the Ast of January, 1841; whieh 
amendment was, that ihe prohibition should be 
changed to appointments made after the adjourn- 
mett- of the present session of Congress. This 
amendment the House ‘non-concurred ia. This 
wasa matter very well understood by the Senate, 
and upon which it was not necessary he should en- 


would be necessary to introduce the Federal į 


large. He would merely say that, if the Senate's 
} amendment were not made, the effect would be ex- 
| ecedingly injurious to the service, He thought the 
; Senate ought not to recede from its ameadment; 
| and hs would therefore move for a committee of 
' conference, ia the bope that the result would be sat- 
| isfactory. 

‘The question was then put on insisting on the 
first amendment, which was to increase the appro- 
priation for the pav-of officers, seamen, and ma- 
rines, from $2,335,000, to $2,800,000. f 

Mr. CRITTENDEN was very much inclined to 
think that there was so little time this session now 
left for winding up the business, that it would be 
best to close this maiter by concurring with the 
House. He therefore moved that tke Senate re- 

i sede from its amendment. 

Mr. ARCHER asked the chairman of the Fi- 
nance Committee if his understanding was correct, 
that the addition to the appropriation has been al- 
ready. expended? 

Mr. EVANS explained, that the persons to he 
paid by this addition were already in the service, 
and would be so at the end of the year. They 
would then have to be paid, of course; and as half 
the year had expired, it might be said that, so far, 
the expenditure had been made. Whether the ad- 
dition were appropriated or not, they would have 
to be paid at the end of the year. If not provided 
for in this way, they would have to be paid for ont 
of appropriations at the disposal of the department‘, 

| which, by transferring its means from one portion 
of the service to another, would be reduced to the 
necessity of making corresponding retrenchments— 
perhaps by discharging laborers at the navy-yards, 
or suspending operations that would otherwise 
go on. ; 

Mr. WILLIAMS hoped the Senate would re- 
cede from its amendment P 

Mr. WOODBURY remarked that the chairman 
of the Finance Committee was mistaken in sup- 
posing the money applied to the payment of la- 
borers in the navy-yards could be transferred io 
the payment of the commissioned officers. The 
laborers are paid out of a specific fund. 

Mr. EVANS was aware of that; but he under- 
stood if, at the end of the year, arrears were due 
to the navy proper, the means should be found to 
pay taem; and that could only be done by savings 
of the department from the other appropriations; 
which, in the end, would come to the suspension 
of the laborers and other operatives, to the extent 
of the deficiency. 

Mr. WOODBURY observed that no such trans- 
fers could be maje, except while Congress wes in 
session. 

The question was then taken on the Senate's in- 
sisting on its amendment, and resulted—ayes 15, 
poes 20, So the Senate receded from its amend- 
ment. 

The question then came up on the Senate’s in- 
sisting on ils amendment to the appropriation for 
the Pensacola navy-yard; and the Senate receded 
from its amendment. 

The nexi question was on acceding to the amend- 
ment of the House to the Senate’s amendment in 
relation to the dry-doei at Brooklyn, New York. 

Mr. ARCHER stated some facts in relation te 
the comparative value of dry-docks and floating- 
docks. The Committee on Naval Affairs had had 
the subject ander consideration, and had examined 
a model laid before them of the floating-dock. 
They had come to the conclusion that it was a most 
valuable improvement, and would answer every 
purpose of the dry-dock. The laiter would cost at 
least two millions of dollars, while the floating- 
deck would not cost more than $250,000. He 
pointed oul many advantages which the floating- 
deek would have over the dry-dock. There was 
no doubi that the experiment ought to be tried as 
scen as possible. 

Mr. WRIGHT understood the matter to be, 
that the House originally appropriated $100,000 
for carrying on the dry-dock at Brooklyn, New 
York; and the Senaie made an amendment, author- 
izing the Secretary of the Navy, at his disere- 
tion, to apply the money to the experiment of erect- 
ing a floating-dock. ‘he House did not strike out 
the Senate’s amendment, but required that he 


4 


amen) 


should exercise his judgment in deciding, befe? hé: 


ventured to spend the money on a new experimebtys -~ 
whether it woul! supersede the necessity fora dry: ~ 


dock. And this was most rasonable; because, if 
it would not, the dry-ddck would, though still n- 

cessary, be kepi bask; and the money whick should © 
have been spent on it, would have been spent on 

an experiment not superseding. the neesssity Of, 
having a dry-dock... The House requires the Sec- 

retary of the Navy to form some opinion before 

he proceeds to expend ths money. The Senate rê- 

quires him to make the experiment, whether it shall 

succeed or tiot. 

Mr. WOODBURY understood that the experi- 
ment was not prohibited by the: House, y. hich only | 
required that the Secretary of the Navy should be 
satisfied it would suceced, before ke expended the | 
money. ae 


Mr. BAYARD said that was not the auestion{ 
but whether, though it should stieceed; it would > 
supersede tho necessity of having a dry-dock. That 
was the true question. - Now, all would admit it.’ 
was extremely desirable that the experiment should. 
be tried somewhere. But this experiment never 
could be tried if the Secretary of the Navy is re~ : 
s‘ricted by the House amendment. Tavre cowld 
be no deubt that floating-docks would be found 
most efficient in every case—excep!, perhaps, in ref- 
erence to armed 74-gun ships of war. 

The subject was further discussed by Messrs. 
ARCHER, EVANS, WRIGHT, and WIL- 
LIAMS, and resulted in the Senate non-concur- 
ting in the amendment of the House. 


‘The next was on the dissent of the House to the 
Senate’s amendment in relation to the pay of offi- 
cers appointed after Ist of January, 1841; which 
limitauon the Senate had changed to the end of 
the present session of Congress, The Senate re- 
fused to recede from i's amendment. 

The other amendments of the Senate not-con- 
eurréd in by the House, were receded from. 

Mr. EVANS moved that a committee of con- 
ference, consisting of three Senators, to be appoint- 
ed by the Chair, should be appointed to confer with - 
a committee of the House, for the adjustment. of 
the amendments non-concurred in; which was 
agreed to. : 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, the Senate then pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of \ 

THE TARIFF BILL: Aes 


Which was taken up as in committee of th | 
whole—the questions pending being on the amend 
ments recommended by the Committee on Finance. |. 

Mr. SIMMONS said he desired to offer a few 
observations in reply to the remarks of the Senator 
from New Hampshire on yesterday. He under- 
stood the Senator to object to the bill, first, because 
it raised too much revenue—more than was necese 
sary for an economical administration of the Gov- 
ernment; and, secondly, that the imposition of du- 
ties on importis was an improper mode of raising 
revenue. Mr. S. compared the expenditures of 
the Government? at different periods, to show that 
an average expenditure required more revenue 
tban the Senator seemed, by his argument, to sup- 
pose necessary. Taking the amount admitted- by. 
the Senator to be required, and add to it the amount 
requisite for the redemption of the treasury notes 
about to fall due, and the amount required for the 
payment of the interest upon our Joan, and it would 
be found that $26,000,000 was the least sum ‘that 
would be sufficient; and that, without providivg for 
the payment of a single private claim, although 
avery large amoant of such claims was about 
being passed. The Senator had given as a rule 
(which, no donbt, satisfied himself and his friends) 
for the collection of revenue—and be (Mr. 8.) 
agreed with him cordially in the suggestion—-that 
the rate of duties should not exceed 20 per cent. 
generally. The rale was a good one; but, although 
ike bill proposed a departure from it, he (Mr. 8.) 
would not, on that account, offer any opposition. 
to iis passage. He confessed he was astonished to 
hear the Senator state that the average rate of du- 
ties in England was but 20 per cent, or one-fifth 
of the value. ` 

: Mr. WOODBURY rose to explain. He had sta- 
ted the general average to be about 23 per cent, 
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and.that it wasnow proposed to reduce that aver- 
Fe 10 20 percent. = 
“Mir: SIMMONS preceeded. The gentleman had 
himself shown that, upon importatiors to the value 
of'sixty millions of pounds sterling in England, 
twenty-two “millions of pounds were collected, 
making the rate about the same as the average 
rate established by this bill—namely, 36 per cent; 
and, as to discrimination, there was no country in 
the world, he believed, that made so great discrim- 
ination. f 
‘Phe Senator had said yesterday that a lower 

rate of duty, would yield a higher revenue. Ua- 
doubtedly, where the duties were so high as to 
amount to a prohibition, a reduction of the duty 
would increase the revenue. The advocates for 
the restoration of the land fund founded one of 
their arguments upon the difficulty of procuring 
revenue from a high tariff; but because England 
could not increase her revenue by increasing her 
tariff, it was no argument why we should not raise 
the duties in this country to the same standard as 
exists. in Great Britain. All the legislation in 
Great Britain respecting free trade was founded in 
the utmost desire to favor her own productions— 
the productions of ber colonies; while she was es- 
peeinily careful that they should not be interfered 
with from abroad. Would it be sound policy, then, 
on the part of this country, to continue to strength- 
en the hands of, our rival, and to break down and 
destroy the best interests of this country? Their 
recent enactment, then, should be no rule to 
guide us. 


The Senator from New Hampshire had drawn a 
distinction between the classes of people intended 
to be. benefited by this biil—between the overgrown 
manufacturing establishments, and the agricultural 
population and laborers. The whole force of his 
argument rested upon, the fancied preference that 
would be given to the interests of the manufac- 
turers; and that the bill was not so much intended 
for revenue as. for protection. He demanded 
whether there had beeu any petitions from manu- 
facturers. praying such protection. The great mass 
of the petitions that had been presented to Con- 
gress upon the subject of the tariff, had come from 
the ‘great body of the producers throughout the 
country. In truth, the main interes! of the manu- 
facturers themsel¥es consisted in susiaining the ag- 
ricultaral interesis. The Senator had gone into a 
calculation, to show the difference in importance of 
the two interesis—those of the manulac:urers and 
the agriculturists--by showing the great dispropor- 
tion in numbers between the two classes, 

He (Mr. S.) would test the argument of the 
honorable Senator who had’ adopted the decirine 
of the advocates of free trade and the hard-money 
system, and contended that these duties wouid op- 
erate'as a poll-tax, falling upon the agriculturists 
more severely than the manufacturers, in the pro- 
portion of eleven to one. If, instead of having 
dutics upon imports, the revenue for the support 
of the Government were to be raised by direct taxa- 
tion, as the Senator seemed to desire, he would ask 
him if he supposed the farmers of this couutry 
would feel a less burden? There was not specie 
enough in the country to pay the taxes of the Gen- 
eral Government and their State taxes put together. 
The system would in one year’s time endina 
perfect failure. The Senator had said there were 
double duties in 1816, and they failed to raise suf- 
ficient revenue for the expenses of the Govern- 
ment. So they did; but it must be recollected that 
that was in time of war, when onr coast was 

bleekaded; but in time of peace, he believed there 
had never been a failure to raise sufficient revenue, 
when the rate of duties was sufficiently high. 

There was no necessity for resoriing to an im- 
post, and he trusted there was good sense enough 
ip the country to see the impolicy and impropriety 
of making the experiment. Ble (Mr. S) was ia 
favor of a uniform system of revenue from du- 
ties, at a uniform and established valuation, in- 
stead of this vacillating course. They had now 
a bill before them which had come recommended 
by the sanction of the House, and which conform- 
ed almost entirely with the recommendation of the 
Execiitive Department. He (Mr. S.) would there- 
fere vote for it; not because he considered it the 


very best, but because it conforined very nearly to 
the recommendation of the Executive, and iid re- 
ceived the sanction of the Howse of Representa- 
tives. ; ot 

Tt had been asked, who were responsible for the 
present condition of affairs? He (Mr. S ) thought 
the responsibility rested with those who had de- 
feated the passage of the bill for contiauing the 
present rate of duties; and he certainly preferred to 
take the bill as it is, rather than the present slate of 
things should continue. We had spent a week in 
endeavoring to amend the little tariff bill, and all 
to no purpose; and therefore be was for making no 
amendment whatever to this one. 7 

Mr. S. proceeded to examine, in detail, the 
various articles adverted to by the Senator from 


New Hampshire yesterday, in order to disprove © 


his argument that an increased rate of duties 
upon those artisies would operate oppressively 
upon the agri¢ultural and laboring classes. 


The Senator had included two other classes, which, 
he asserted, would be greatly injured—namely, 
the merchants and the ship-owners; and yet his 
strongest ebjection to the bill was, that by it au ad- 
ditional duty of 10 per cent. would be imposed 
upon goods imported in foreign vessels. Our trade 
had hitherto been too much in the hands of for- 
eigners, and he (Mr. S.) was for affording protec- 
tion to American ship-owners by a differential 
daty. He was for protecting all classes. He 
would. go as far as any man to give facilities to 
every branch of American industry; but he did not 
regard the export ade as being of more value 
than a similar amount to be consumed at home. 
The arguments in favor of a free-trade policy rest 
upon the supposition that everything depends on 
exports, Suppose the duties were reduced to ‘5 
per cent.: would it open to us any market that was 
not’so already? 

If they would stimulate industry, and revive 
trade in this country, they must provide a market 
athome. He felt bound to declare his deliberate 
conviction that, unless some uniform system of 
revenue should be provided at this session, which 
would be adequate to the necessities of the Gov- 
ernment, the evils under which the country labored 
were but just commencing; they were slight, in 
comparison to what they would become. If any- 
thing was calculated to restore and maintain the 
credit of this Government, it was a well-regulated 
system of impost duties. _ 

The apprehension of capitalists, in regard to the 
States, arose from the fact that they possessed no 
other means of raising revenue than by direct tax- 
ation. 

The question of a tariff was one that was vital 
to the very existence cf the Government; and be 
believed that the bill now before them, or some 
similar measure, that would have the effect of 
sustaining industry, and reviving confideace, and 
giving a stability to the financial affairs of the 
Government, should be adopted. 

Mr. WOODBURY Said, though he was delib- 
erately and decidedly opposed to the tarif system, 
it was not because he was hostile to the manefac- 
turing interests. All he desired was equal privi- 
leges. The gentleman was entirely mistaken in 
supposing, bowever, that he was unqualifiedly the 
advocate fur direct taxation. His opinion was, 
that they should collect all the revenue they could 
obtain trom customs at a rate of 20 or 25 per cent ; 
take back the land fund; and then, whatever defi- 
ciency there migat be should be a burden upon 
property. 

Afier some further observations by Messrs. 
WOODBURY and SIMMONS— 

Mr. CALHOUN suggested the propriety of be- 
ginning to-morrow morning at 12 o’elock with the 
amendments, in their order, and proceedieg on 
them till the bill should be completed; when the 
general discussion could proceed more satisfactori- 
ly, as all would know its settled provisions, aud no 
time would be wasted in debating what mithi be 
rejected. 

Bir. EVANS concurred with the Senator that 
such would be the proper course. 

By general assent, ihe bill was passed over in- 
formally; and 

On motion of Mr. CRITTENDEN, the bill en- 


titled An act supplementary to the aet entitled “An 


~act to amend the judicial system of the United 


States,” (being the bill ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading on Saturday last,) making a new 
arraigement of the judicial distriets of the United 
States, and making a new district of the States of 
Alabama and Louisiana, was taken up, farther de- 
bated, amended, read a thitd tims, and passed— 
yeas 23, nays 6. cy ; 

Mr. BEXRIEN then moved to go into executive 
session: there was some business which would re- 
quire but a few moments to dispose of. 

Mr. SEVIER moved an adjournment. 

The Senate refused to adjourn; but agreed to go 
into executive sessién; and, after a short time spent 
therein; 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
WEDNESDAY, July 27, 1842. 


Mr. DODGE of Wisconsin obtained the removal 
of certain papers in relation to harbors in Wis- 
consin from a committee of the House toa com- 
mittee of the Senate. 

On the motion of Mr. MILTON BROWN, the 
Committee on the Judiciary was discharged from 
the consideration of the memorial of members of 
the bar and citizens of the Territory of Florida, rel- 
ative to the judge of the supreme court of East 
Florida; and it was referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

Mr. STANLY, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported, with an amendment, the Senate 
bill entitled ‘*An act to refund the balance due to 
Massachusetts for disbursements during the late 
war with Great Britain;” and it was commitied to 
the Committee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union. : 


Mr. BARNARD, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported, with an amendment, the Senate 
bill entitled “An act to extend the provisions of an 
act entitled ‘An act to regulate processes in the 
courts of the United States,? passed the 19th 
May, 1828.” 


He explained it to be merely a bill to extend to 
the States which had been admitted into the Union 
since 1828, the provisions of a law of 1828 regard- 
ing process issued in the courts of the United 
States; and it was read a third time, and passed. 


Mr. BREWSTER, from the Committee on the 
Pubiie Lands, reported, without’ amendment, the 
Senate bill entitled “An act for the benefit of the 
county of Hoit, in the State of Missouri” and it 
was read a third time, and passed. 


Mr. BARNARD, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported without amendment the Senate 
bill entitled “An act for the relief of persons re- 
siding within the reputed limits of the States of 
Arkansas or Louisiana, and beyond the boundary 
line between the United States and the Republic of 
Texas, as established by the commissioners ap- 
pointed to ascertain the same;” and the bill was 
committed to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. ADAMS, from the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, made the following report: 


The Commitiee on Foreign Affairs, to which was referred the 
message of the President of the United States of the 24th of 
June, 1842, covering a communication from the Envoy Extraor- 
dinary and Minister Plenipotentiary from France, proposing the 
establishment, at the joint expense and co-operation of the Gov- 
ernments of the United States and of France, of a tine of weekly 
steamers between the ports of Havre and New York, have at- 
tended to that service. The committee are of opinion that 
many weighty considerations recommend the acceptance of 
this proposal; and they are aware of none, except the amount of 
expense which it may occasion, which can counteract them. 
The committee report the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to cause to be prepared and reported to this House, by 
the Secretaries of State and of the Navy, at the commence. 
ment ofthe next session of Congress, a plan for the establish- 
ment in concert with the Government of France, of a line of 
weekly steamers between the ports of Havre and New York, 
together with estimates of the expense which may be required 
to carry the said plan into effect. 


The resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. J. COOPER, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported without amendment the Senate 
bill entitled An act for the relief of Marston Œ. 
Clark; and it was committed to the Committee of 
the Whole House. 
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‘Mr. TILLINGHAST, from the Committee on 
the Library, offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the portrait of Columbus, presented by 
Arthur Middleton, Esq , of South Carolina, as signified in his 
letter to the Speaker of this House, be accepted, and placed in 
the Library of Congress; and that the thanks of tiie House b2 
tendered to the donor for his interesting present. 


Ordered, That the Clerk furnish Mr. Middleton with a copy 
of this resolution. 


The resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST, from the same commit- 
tee, reported, without amendment, Senate bill for 
the relief of Ferdinand Peitrich; and it was com- 
mitted to the Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. TRUMBULL, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported, without amendment, Senale 
bill entitled “An aet directing an edition of the 
Jaws of the United Staies to*be compiled and 

printed; and it was committed to the Committee 
of the Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. G. DAVIS, from the select committee ap- 
pointed io inquire into the eause, and manner, and 
circumstances of the removal of Henry H. Syl- 
ves'er, late a clerk in the Pension Office, made a 
report thereon, accompanied by a bill to preseribe 
the mode of removing certain officers of the Gov- 
ernment, and for other purposes. i 

Mr, BURKE made a minority report, 

The reports and the bill were laid upon the table. 

Mr. TRUMBULL, from the Commitee on ihe 
Judiciary, made an adverse report upon the pe- 
tion of Henry H. Williams. 

‘ Mr. ISAAC D. JONES, from the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions, reported a bill for the relief 
of Horace Witherell, and a bill granting a pension 
to Robert Poindexter; which were read twice, and 
committed to the Committee of the Whole Honse. 

Mr. J. also made adverse reports upon the peti- 
tions of Robert White and John Perham, 

Mr. HALL, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, reported, with amendments, the 
Senate bill entitled “An act for the settlement of 
the accounts of Silas Deane; and he made a re- 
port thereon, 
` Mr. CUSHING, from the Committee on For- 
eign Relations, submitted a resolution to reject the 
prayer of the petition of Somerville Pinkney, ad- 
ministrator de bonis non of James Williams; and 
the resolution was agreed to. ` 

Mr, LEWIS, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, made a report upon the memorial of Fer- 
dinang Liebert, accompanied by a bill for bis re- 
lief; which was read a first and second time, aud 
committed to the Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. ATHERTON, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported Senate bill for the relief of 
Zachariah Jellison, without amendment; and it 
was committed to the Committee of the Whole 
House. 


Also, the bill for the relief ef Robert Miller; | 


which was referred in like manner. 

Mr. CASEY, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported, without amendment, Senate bill 
entitled “An act for the relief of Daniel D. Bush;” 
and it was committed to the Committee of the 
Whole House. 

Mr. CROSS, (pursuant to notice heretofore giv- 
en,) on leave given, introduced a bill to establish 
a board of commissioners, to hear and examine 
claims against the United States; and it was read 
twice, and referred to the Commitiee on the Judi- 
ciary. ; 

Mr. BREWSTER, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Fuands, to which was referred the petition of 
James B. Sullivan, of the Stateof Louisiana, made 
a report thereon, accompanied by a bill for his 
relief; which was read twice, and committed to 
the Committee of the Whole House. 


He also reported, without amendment, the Sen- 
ate bill for the relief of Rees B. Ward, which was 
committed to the Commitee of the Whole House. 

He also made an unfavorable report on the peti- 
tion of Enos Manning. , 

On the motion of Mr. STOKELY, the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs was discharged from the 
further consideration of ihe Senate bill for the re- 
lief of Enoch Hidden. $ 

Mr. MOORE, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported, without amendment, the 
Senate bills for the relief of Sebastian Butcher, and 


| 


the heirs and legal represeatatives of Bartholomew 
Buicher, Miebael Butcher, and Peter Bloom; and 
the bill for the relief of Gregoire Sarpy or his legal 
representatives, d 

He alo made an unfavorable report on the 
petition of William G. Myine, assignee, &3. 

Mr. JOHN YOUNG, from the same commiues, 
made a report upon the petition of the heirs of 
Pailip Renaut, accompanied by a bill for their re- 
lief} which was read twice, and committed to the 
Committee of the Whole House. : 

Mr. A. H. H. STUART, from the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs, made adverse reports upon the 
petitions of Thomas L. L. Brent and Eiza A. 
Slade. 

Mr. HALSTED, chairman of the Committee of 
Elections, presented additional testimony in the dis- 
pated election case cf MraLevy, the-Delepgate from 
Florida. Y é 

PAY OF MEMBERS OF CONGRESS. 

A‘ the adjournment of the Huse yesterday, a 
motion was pending, which kvasémade by Mr. Wm. 
B. Campsett, to reconsider the voie by which Mr. 
ArnoLD’s bill to reduce tha/pay of members of 
Congress was ordered to b engrossed; and that 
question now came up in order. 

Mr. W. B. CAMPBELL was entitled to the 
floor; and he proceeded to address the House in 
support of his motion, and in defence of Mr. Ar- 
Noxp from the attacks of gentlemen upon him and 
upon his bill; and he at the same time expressed his 
conviction that neither the pay nor the mileage of 
members was too great. 

Mr. C. then inquired: how many Demo- 
crats had voted to stop debate, and take bills out 
of the Committee of the Whole? They abused 
the Whigs for prolonging the session, and yet did 
nothing themselves to bring it toaclose. He de- 
fended the extra session from the attacks made 
upon it, He considered that the Whig party had 
been singularly unfortunate siace Congress met in 


3841. The Democrats had rallied them on the 
subject, and said that the hand of God was against 
them. He thought things would change, and re- 


marked that it was a proverb, that God only chas- 
tised tuose whom he loved. 

He replied to the remarks of the gentleman 
from Virginia, [Mr. Wisz,] who contended that 
nothing should be paid to the members of Congress 
until the army and navy were paid for services 
actually rendered. He took this as the tone of the 
Administration. Congress must give the President 
bis ship-mouey, or the bill paying them would be 
vetoed. Nothing of tbis sort could drive him from 
his position. He hoped tha. members would go 
home without their money, sooner than vote appro- 
priations for the large increase of navy officers, at 
high salaries, which the President had chosen to 
make. He proceeded for some time, commenting 
upon the course of those who had opposed this bill, 
and had refused to allow it to be amended. He 
concladed by withdrawing his motion to reconsider 
the vote of yesterday. 

Mr. READ regretted that he could not vote 
more understandingly upon this bill, So many 
gags had been applied, that no one conld under- 
stand it. He, therefore, moved to postpone the bill 
till to-morrow, and that it be printed. 

Mr. STANLY called attention to a bill reported 
from the Committee on Public Expenditures, re- 
ducing the salaries of the officers of the Govern- 
ment generally. 

Mr. PROFFIT moved the previous question; 
pending which motion— 

Mr. SHIELDS obtained the floor, and renewed 
the motion to reconsider the vote ordering the bill 
to its ensrossment. He wished to have the bill 
committed, with instruetions to report an amend- 
ment, which he wished read. 

Mr. FILLMORE raised a question of order. 
He contended that it was out of order for the gen- 
teman from Alabama [Mr. Suietp.] to move a 
reconsideration, when a motion for the previous 
question was before the House. 

The SPEAKER decided that the moticn was in 
order, on the ground that the motion for the pre- 
vicus question had not been seconded; and, while 
so, 2 motion for a reconsideration took precedence 
over ali others, excep: a motion to adjourn. 


The point of order was debated by Messrs... 
FILLMORE, JOHN CAMPBELL, HOPKINS, 
STANLY, S. MASON, BARNARD, JACOB 
THOMPSON, and SHIELDS. 

On taking the question, Sball the decision of the 
Chair siand as the judgment of the House?—it 
was decided in the affirmative: ayes 143, noes. 34. 

So the decisicn of the Chair was affirmed. 

The question recurring on Mr. Surenns’s motion 
for reconsideration, the amendment proposed by 
him was read, as follows: f 

“The following deductions shall be made from the salaries or 
compensation of every officer, civil, military, and naval, in the 
employment of the United States; that isto say, when the salary 
or compensation of any officer amounts to or exceeds three 
thousand dollars, the same shall be reduced 25 per cent.; when 
it amounts to two thousand dollars, and is not equal to three 
thousand dollars, the same shal! be reduced 20 per cent.; when 
it amounts to one thousand, and does not equal two thousand 
dollars, the same shall be reduced 15 per cent.; and all salaries 
or compensation under one thousand dollars, shall be reduced 
124 per cent.; except the pay of non-commissioned officers and 
privates, petty oilicers and seamen, in the army, uavy, and ma- 
rine corps, and of day-laborers in the secvice of ihe United 
States. And in all cases in which the Constitution exempts of- 
ficers for a time from the reductions provided in’ this’ bill, the 
same shall take effect as to said officers as soon as may bead- 
missible, undar the provisions of the Constitution applicable 
thereto. 


Mr. SHIELDS said that it was not his intention 
to consume the time of the House in advocating 
bis amendment. It had been read, and the prin- 
ciple it contained was easily understood. He had 
voted for this bili with a good deal of reluctance, 
though he was as much in favor of the objects of 
it as any member on the floor; and he thought that, 
with proper amendments, it would prove a salu- 
tary and useful measure of reform. There was no 
member of the House bat believed that it ought to 
be amended in many particulars. For instance: 
it proposed a reduction of 25 per cent. on the sal- 
aries of captains in the army, who do not receive 
over five or six hundred dollars a year, including 
rations, No one would deny that the working part 
of cur officers in the civil departments of the Gov- 
ernment—he meant the clerks—were more poorly 
paid, in proportion to the services they rendered, 
than any officers of the Government; and that the 
reduction ought to fall the heaviest on the highest 
salaries. But this bill reduced them all alike. 
Mr. S. here repeated the graduated scale of reduc- 
tion proposed by his amendment, which, he said,: 
exempted the private soldiers of the army, and the 
common seamen of the navy. There were also a 
po:tion of the officers of the Government who were 
protected from immediate reduction by the Consti+ 
tution—viz: the President of the United States and 
the judges of the courts. The amendment would 
not affect the salary of the President till after the 
expiration of the present term of service, nor would 
it affect the judges now in office. It would only: 
reduce the salaries of their successors. His ob- 
ject, Mr. S. said, was to perfect this bil}, so as to 
ender it a practical and salutary measure of res 
form, and to carry it out in good faith; and he was, 
therefore, desirous of having the vote reconsidered, 
that it might be amended in the House by general 
consenl, or committed either to the Committee of 
the Whole, or a select committee for that purpose. 
There were now serious objections existing against 
it; and it being in the power of the House to re- 
move these objections, the House ought to remove 
them. : 
Mr. WALLACE moved to lay the motion of 
reconsideration on the table. 


The SPEAKER said that, if this motion pre- 
vailed, it would carry with it the whole subject. 


Mr. GENTRY called for the yeas and nays on 
Mr. Watrace’s motion. 

Mr. BEESON called for tellers on the question 
of ordering the yeas and nays; which having been 
ordered, 5 : 

The question oa laying the motion for recon-- 
sideration on, tbe table was taken; and resnlted— 
yeas 72, nays 114. ‘ 

Mr. SALTONSTALL then addressed the House 
ia opposition to the bill im all its parts; contend- 
ing ihat members of Congress, considering their 
absence from home, and tbe almost total neglect of 
their privaie affairs, together with the privation of 
their domestic comforts, were not even sufficiently 
paid. There was but one feature in the bill that 
was founded on just principles—and that was to 
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correct the inequality existing in the compensation 
of members, in the way cf mileage; but he thorght 
it coud not be remedied in tae way proposed. 

Mr. S. referred to the hardships which would 
be inflicted. on those officers of. the Government 
who were receiving the lowest salaries, and denied 
thal there was.any such change in the prices of the 
articles of living as would justify it. 

He objected to a horizontal reduction of 25 per 
cent. on all officers; and enumerated collectors, 
keepers of light-houses, foreign ministers, &c , to 
some of whom it wouid be unjust and injurious. 

Mi. FESSENDEN moved the previous ques- 
tion; and it was@stained by the House. 

Mr. HUBARD called for the yeas and nays cn 
the main question; and they were ordered, and 
taken, as follows—yeas 86, uays 82. 

_ So the vote was reconsidered, 

The SPEAKER then announced that the de- 
cision of the House had brovght them back upon 
the motion of the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. 
R. W. fxompson] to commit the bill to a select 
committee, with instructions to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of striking out ihe bill, and inserting a 
substitute which he yesterday proposed; the pur- 
port of which was, thateach member should be 
entitled to $8 per diem for each day of ctual at- 
tendance (and not for days on which he might be 
absent, unless his absence was caused by sickness, 
or was permitted by the House) during the first 
five months of a session; from the expiration of 
which period, the per diem to be diminished month- 
ly one-fourth. He also proposed that the mileage 
of members should be calculated by an air line, 

Mr. SHIELDS moved to strike out the instruc- 
tions of the gentleman from Indiana, and insert 
his graduated sedle for the reduction of salaries 
and emoluments of public officers and members 
of Congress, 

Mr. TILLINGHAST suggested that there were 
difficulties in the way of this latter proposition, as 
the pay of members of Congress during the short 
would not amount to a sum to be reached 

y it. : 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi called for the 
yeas and nays on the amendment of the gentleman 
from Alabama, (Mr. SmEeLDs;] and they were or- 
dered. i 

_ Mr. UNDERWOOD said, when the proper time 
came, he should ask for a division of the question, 

that the vote might be taken separately on the com- 
mittal and on the instructions. 

Mr. M. A. COOPER desired to amend the 
„amendment, so as to provide that this ac’ should 
not apply to any officer or member of Congress 
who shall faithfully and diligenily labor in his of- 
fice ten hours a day, Sundays excepted. 

The amendment was nct accepted. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD remarked that, if this mat- 
ter were not to be interminable, they ought to com- 
mit it, 

Mr. FESSENDEN moved the previous ques- 
tion, but it was not seconded; the vote being 80 in 
the affirmative, and 81 in the negative. 

Mr. HOUSTON then called the attention of the 
House to'a bill which had been some time on their 
tables, for the reduetion of the salaries of the offi. 
cers of the Government, and was the same, in ef- 
fect, as the bill under discussion, except in rela- 
tion to members of Congress. He was understood 
to intimate that he should hereafter move that bill 
asa substitute for the present one. 

Mr. CUSHING opposed a reduciion of the pay 
of members of Congress. It wes a matter of 
principle, and one fairly to be considered, whether 
membeis cf ihe legislative department cf this 
Government should receive any pay watever, 
They know, by an experience of the working of 
such a system in governimenis where legislators 
were not paid, that the privilege of occupying seats 
and legislating was exelu sively confined to the 
rich, or to mere political adventurers, who mekut 
to make a gain cf polities. Taadequate pay coad 
not be dittiaguished from no payment; for its 
effects would be the same, and therefore he was of 
opinicn that members onght to have adequate pay. 
He conteaded, however, that this bill should go to 
a committee, (for it appeared to be the determiaa- 
tion of the Hlouse to pass it into a law,) so that ii 
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might be perfected wiih deliberation, and not, es 
had been suggested by one gentleman, be left to 
the Senate to perfect. 

Mr. PROFFIT made seme remarksen ihe m- 
sincere voies which had evidently been given on 
on this bill; aad, in that connexion, alluded to the 
denunciations which were beaped upon him at the 
eatly part of the session, for venturing to affirm 
that there was occasionally in that House insincere 
legislation. 4 

He continued his remarks for some time in op- 
position to the bill, contending that the salaries of 
all the officers of the Government were already as 
small as they could comfortably live upon. 

Mr. 8. MASON followed, and aiso opposed the 
biil. In the course of his remarks, he was interrupted 
by Messrs. FHOMPSON of Indiana and SPRIGG. 

Mr. THOMPSON expressed bis willingness to 
withdraw his motion to commit the bill, with jn- 
structions, provided itshculd be commited without 
further opposition, and that the gentleman from 
Alabama [Mr. SnieLos] would also withdraw his 
motion fer instructions; to which arrangement Mr. 
8. acceded. 


Mr. POWELL read for information an amend- 
ment, which he wished to offer. It provided that 
the compensation of members should be g8 
per day for the first six months of any session, and 
after that time that a progressive reduction of ¢2 per 
month should take place; also for a more equila- 
ble mode of estimating the mileage. 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia believed that the prop- 
er mode of economizing would be by cutting off 
useless salaries and useless expenditures, and not 
by reducing the compensations of those who labor- 
ed diligently and faithfully in the public service. 
His objret would be to economize time; and that 
would be a substantial and practical economy. 
There were, in his opinion, many officers, in all tbe 
branches of the Government, who had not suffi- 
cient business to fill up their time; and, by dispen- 
sing with these, and distributing their duties among 
those who were retained, a snfiicient reduction 
would be effected. The same principle might be 
applied to Congress. How many members were 
there who, during the long sessions of the House, 
from 10 o'clock till 5 or 6, who worked on an 
average of four hours a day? Here was a subject 
for reform, that would be productive of economy. 
Tnose members of Congress who did their duty 
faithfully did not receive too much; bat those who 
did not work should ve left to their constituents, 
whose duty it was to send more diligent men in 
their places. By properly economizing the time of 
the House, at least two months of the session would 
be saved; and here (Mr. C. said) would be a 
doxble economy. Taeir constituenis would not 
only save the amount of their* compensations for 
those two months, bet, by their returning home 
that much sooner, and engaging in the basiness of 
their callings, they would add so much to the pro- 
duc'ive wealth of the country. 

He would apply this principle to all the depart- 
ments of the Government—to the army, the navy, 
and to the civil department; and, for the pos pose 
of effecting anything useful or practical, the Bix- 
ecutive should co-operate. He should be as fa- 
miliar with the Blue Book, and the duties of every 
man enroiled in it, ss ie is with his Bible. He 
should leok into the amount of the work per- 
formed by every public offiser; and where he 
found that a man had little or nothing to do, be 
should dispense with his services, or recommend to 
Congress to cat of his salary. In justification of 
these views, he might be excused for following the 
example set him by other gentlemen, and speaking 
of himself. Be conceived that there was an ob- 
ligation resting on him, so long as he remained in 
Congress, to labor diligenily, faithfully, and traty 
in the service of his constituents. Th 
his course in that hall and out of it; 

iormed in the hall were buta n 
dues assigne bim. His practice wes 
the suo; aud, indeed, he might s 

n when fires were required, he } 
ervants in Waskicgton smart encugh to ris 
time to make his fire for him: he had gene-ally to 
make it himself, From that time ull the meeng 
of the House, ne was always employed; aad while 
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the House wasin session, he made ita rule never 
to be absent, except when it was indispensably 


~ necessary. j f : 
Mr. C. was here interrupted bya question from . 


Mr, ANDREWS of Kentucky, which was not 
heard, After which Bir. C. went on to explain 


what his views of retrenchment and economy were, 


He did not believe that economy consisted in re- 
taining a number of useless officers, and paying 
them salaries, and at the same time reducing the 


pay of those who labored diligently and faithfully. 
In conclusion, Mr. C. said ` 
he should go for the commitment of the bill; and : 


in the public service. 


if it could be so amended as to accomplish any 
useful results, he should vote forit. From what 
he had seen, however, he had no expectation of its 
being put in such a suape as to effect any real and 
substantial reform. 


Mr. BEESON considered this question not as 
one of reducing salaries, but of paying salaries, 
He would ask the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means if he could tell them where the 
money wasto come from? Could he tell them 
how much of the Joan had been taken? Could he 
tell them of the distresses pervading the country in 
consequence of the derangement of the currency? 
Could he tell them how paper-money had driven 
off hard money, and, dying off itself, bad left no 
meney at all? Could he tell them how many of 


our merchauts had been driven off to the West? - 


Where was the use of passing appropriation laws, 
unless you raise money to pay them? Mr. B. said 
he was in favor of this bill. It was the best bill of 
the session; and those wko called it a humbug 
were humbugging the country. Though he did 
notlike it in ail its particulars, yet he was in favor 
of the object it had in view, and he should give it 
his support. He did not approve of the reduction 
of 25 per cent. on all the salaries alike, and he did 


not approve of the reduction of the pay of mem- . 


bers of Congress. He believed that the pay of the 


members was pretty nearly right; but, rather than 


give rise to misconstruction of his motives, he 
would vote to reduce it. He was for sending the 


bill to a committee, and for their reporting on it” 
immediately, so that there might be some chance 


of passing on it before the end of the session. 

And this, to be sure, is a humbug bill! It is, as 
I believe, the best in principle, and may, by refer- 
ring it to a committee, be made the best in detail, 
of any which has been reported this session. It is the 
true wand of Midas—not for an iadependent, but a 
rag money treasury. Pass it, or the true humbug- 
gers, with their empty boxes, will be shown to the 
worid, and the aristegegves to their constituents, 

Mr. JAMES thought it impossible, at this late 
period of the session, to mature such a bill as 


would cffect a wise and salutary reform; and he | 


Was opposed to passing so important a measure 
blindfold, and with so little deliberation. He 
never was of the opinion that the officers of the 
Government were paid too high. If there were 
too many Officers, let them be reduced; but he was 
not for depriving faithful and diligent officers of 
any portion of the salaries that had been fixed by 
law, after due consideration and reflection. 

Mr. McKEON rose to address the House, brt 


yielded the floor to the earnest appeals ef gentle- i 


men around him to let the question be taken. 

Mr. HOUSTON then addressed the House for a 
few minutes; bat, owing to the tumult that pre» 
vailed while he was speaking, it was impossible to 
report bim. 

The question was then taken on referring the 
bill to a select committee, and carried witbout a 
division. 

Oa motion of Mr. ARNOLD, the committee was 
ordered to Gansist of nine members. 

Oa motion by Br. BOTTS, 

‘Phe House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Pauaspay, July 28, 1842. 
Mr. PHELPS said that some time since a reso- 
lution was passed, insiracting the Committee on 


Public Lands to inquire into the propriety of pass-.. ' 


inga bil ror the relief of the beirs or legal repre- 
sentatives of John Peters; and that that committee 
was subsequently discharged from the consideras 
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tion of the subject, and it wasfreferred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. The Committee on Claims 
found no documents accompanying the resolution, 
or nothing upon whieh a claim could be based; 
and therefore ask to be discharged from the con- 
sideration of the resolution. The committee was 
discharged. 

Mr. P., from the Committee cn Revolutionary 
Claims, reported back, with an amendment, and 
` with a recommendation that it do pass, an act di- 
recting a warrant to issue for the bounty land due 
on account of the services of Major General Du- 
portail, Brigadier General Armand, and Major De 
la Colombe, 

Mr. P, also, from the Committee on Claims, 
made an adverse report on the bill for the relief of 
the heirs of Richard K. Meade, deceased. 


Mr. TALLMADGE presented several petitions 
from miners on the mineral lands in Wisconsin 
and Illinois, asking that a board of commissioners 
be appointed to examine into the condition of the 
miniral lands: laid on the table. 

Mr. T. also presented a petition from the Long 
Island Railroad Company, praying Congress to 
allow a drawback on certain railroad iron used in 
the construction of that road: referred to the Com- 
mittee on. Finance. 

On motion of Mr. PRESTON, the Senate took 
up for consideration the following joint resolution: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United Slates of America in Congress assenibled, That 
all sums hereafter appropriated to carry into effect greaties for 
the extinguishment of the Indian title to lands, shall be reime ; 
bursed to the treasury out of the proceeds of the sales of they 
lande acquired by the treaty under which the appropriation js 
made. r 


Mr. WHITE thought this such an imiporsint 
resolution, that it ought to be referred, It wis a 
proposition coming directly in conflict with We dis- 
tribution act. Its adoption would overthrow the 
policy of that act.. The resolution embraced a 
question which was thoroughly discussed at the last 
session, and rejected, when tke act was under con- 
sideration. The identical proposition was then 
distinctly made by the Senator from Alabama, [Mr, 
Kine,] resolving that no portion of the proceeds 
from the lands should be distributed to the States 
until the treasury was reimbursed the expenditures 
in acquiring the lands. In the face of this piece 
of history, be considered it a most extraordinary 
proposition, that the Senator from Sonth Carolina 
(Mr. Preston] should wish the Senate to take a 
vote on a resolation, of a single short sentence, at 
that time, reversing the Whig policy of distribu- 
tion, without even its reference to a committee. 
He moved to refer it to the Commitize on the Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Mr. PRESTON remarked, in substance, that the 
resolution was not intended to undo the policy of 
that act: it was only intended that, in the future 
extinguishment of the Indian titles, the land ac- 
quired should reimburse to the treasury the ex. 

enses which will be incurred in its acquisition. 
He said a state of things had arisen, such as com- 
pelled the legislative body to entertain this propo- 
sition—such a state of things as made it wise to en- 
tertain the proposition. A. state of things had been 
brought to their knowledge, ia which they were 
compelled to look to such repeal or modification of 
that law as is contemplated by the resolution. It 
was known that the treasury was in a most impov- 
erished condition. Loans have been resorted to; 
and that recourse has been found inefficient to keep 
it from exhaustion. ‘Fhey could net carry on the 
Government. They had anthorized loans, which 
had not been taken; and, it was feared, would not 
be, under the present inauspicivus state of things, 

He asked, could it be presumed that the fulfil, 
ment of Indian treaties, the pay for the lands 
acquired by treaty stipulations wita the Indians, and 
the cost of bringing them into market, cbuld be dis- 
bursed ont of an exhausted treasury—and yet, that 
the proceeds of the sales of these lands should be 


ied E aS tnt thane Nt 


distributed to the States, without first deducting the 
cost? Suppose a treaty pending for the acquisition 
of Indian. lands to cosi one million of dollars: was 
it to be said that a million of dollars was to be bor- 
rowed, and ultimately paid out of the customs, 
merely to enable Congress to. extinguish Indian 
titles to lands, that the proceeds of the ‘sales there- 
from might be distributed to the States! His dis- 
position was to extinguish the Indian titles in all 
the States and Territories; but could Congress go 
on extinguishing these titles, by borrowing money 
or raising it from customs, while they were giving 
away to the States the whole proceeds of the sales 
of the lands acquired by such a resort? No! Pub- 
lic opinion could not be so worked upon as to 
sanction such a course of policy. . Ii never could 
become popular with the people. In all cases in 
which land is purchased from the Indians, it is 
worth more than it costs; and, when. sold, will 
leave a large balance for distribution, after paying 
the first cost. Would it not-be better at once to 
distribute money from the treasury, than to take 
this circuitous mode of doing it? If it was the pol- 
icy of gentlemen to assume the debts of the States, 
let them march boldly up to the question, meet 
it, discuss it, and decide it upon its naked merits; 
and not do it by indirection—as would be the case 
if money from the customs was taken to extinguish 
the titles to Indian lands, to be distributed to the 
States. His purpose was a single one: it was to 
enable him to vote for the extmguishment of the 


«Indian titles, which he equld not do in the face of 
` the fact that there was tething in the treasury to 


pay for these lands, and’ that the money must be 
either borrowed or raised from customs. Suppose 
a case of half a million of dollars to be raised for 
the extinguishment of the Indian tite in the Siates 
of Indiana or Ohio. Is thatsum in the treasury, 
or is it to be borrowed or raised from customs for 
the purpose? How else is it to begot? Are gentle» 
men prepared to vote for the extinguishment of 
that Indian title on such terms? 


He called upon kis friends, who are in favor of 
the measure of distribution, to consider what will 
be the sense of ihe nation when it is known that, 
in spite of the bankrupt state of the treasury, 
money is to be borrowed or procured from cus- 
toms, to buy land that it may be distributed. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana asked if it was in order, 


ona mere question of reference, to enter into the 


general merits of the subject of a resolution. 

Mr. PRESTON asked the Senator if-it did not 
occur to him, when his colleague was treating on 
the general subject, that he was transcending the 
limits of discussion on a question of reference. 

Mr. SMITH said it did occur to him. 

Mr. PRESTON did not wish to avail bimeelf 
of the right which he had to reply to the remarks 
of the Senator from Indiana [Mr. Wuire.] He 
thought the proper reference, if auy was necessary, 
would be to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 
All knew very well ihat, in sending the resointion 
to the Committee on Public Lands, it would be 
sending ittoa lion’s den. He would, therefore, 
feel bound to resist its reference to that committee, 

Mr. ALLEN concurred entirely with the views 
of the Senator from South Carolina on the im- 
policy of takisg money from the common treas- 
ury to extinguish the Indian title to lands. Such 
a eourse was effectually an assumption of the 


debis of the States, being liquidated by the rev- 


enues received into the national treasury from 
cusioms. He suggested to the Senator, however, 
thatthe object would not be reached by his res- 
olution in its present form; it only provided that 
the charges upon the treasury for Jands hereafter 
io be acquired shall be reimbursed to the treasury 
oat of the proceeds of the lands thus to be ac- 
quired, Thusit might be twenty to twenty-five 
yeets before the money would be returned to the 
treasury. It was for this reason that he would, at 
a proper time, move such a modification of the 
resolution as would secure to the treasury com- 


“pensation by:a certain and immediate return. 
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was his purpose at the proper time to move'so to 
amend the resolution, as to make all the public’: 
lands available to the public treasary—which, in the‘ 
language of the Senator from South Cardlina;! 
[Mr. Paxston,] wasfentirely exhausted—so as to! 
reimburse it for all the moneys paid from the ctis«* 
toms for the extinguishment of Indian titles. ane 

Either the process must be continued, of purchas=? 
ing Indian lands with the proceeds of the revenue ` 
from customs, and of distributing, by means of the ° 
price of the lands, the revenue from customs, or ; 
we must cease altogether to purchase lands from the ` 
Indians. 

This showed the impolicy of the distribution aet. 
He asked the Senator from- Indiana, and those 


_ With whom he acted, whether they would’ continue 


to spend money from the treasury for lands~con- 
tinue to borrow money on the credit of the Federal - 
Government—at a usurious rate, if at any rate—to ` 
be ‘spent for Indian lands, for the purpose of dis- 
tributing to the States the proceeds of the sales of 
those very lands? Would they.-do this, at the sac- 
rifice of every branch of the public service? He 
could not believe it? As eager as they were to 
continue this odious policy of distribution, he had 
yet a lingering hope that they would, under the ca- 
lamitous state of things within their knowledge, 
retrace their steps. If they adhered to the policy 
of distribution, they would cease to buy a dollars 
worth of lands from the Indians in the West, and 
would thereby leave those States in which the In- 
dian lands lie, trammelled in their action. There 
was no Western man who heard him that would 
agree to postpone the extinguishment of the Indian 
tiile to lands within the borders of the States they 
represent, longer than the ability of the Govern- 
meat would enable it to do so, and to remove the 
Indians to their new home. 


He then adverted to the hypothetical case put by 
the Senator from South Carolina [Mr. Preston] . 
in relation to the Indian title in Ohio. He said tbat 
Senator need not put the case hypothetically, for 
the conclusion of a treaty to extinguish the Wyan- 
dott title in Ohio, was a matter of-general notoriety. 
There is a district of Indian territory. in that State,*~ 
about eight miles square, which was a mote in the 
eye of the State, and which should, be taken away. 
The Government had purchased this tract, so, far 
as the agents of the Government could accomplish. 
that object. The extinguishment of Indian’ útlé” 
was a matter of national importance, as well as of ` 
the utmost importance to the Statesin which the 
lands lie. Congress was bound to purekase this 
domain, because the States have been disabled 
from doing it, and the interest of the State and its 
people demands it. But as long as distribution is 
continued, how can such purchase be made, with- 
outa viclation of the Constitution, in the distribu- 
tion of revenue from customs. He pointed out the 
necessity for the amendment which he proposed to 
offer at the proper time. : 

He considered this measure of distribution much 
worse than either the measure of a national bank _ 
or high tariff; and, in point of enormity, fully equal 
to all the iniquitous measures of the last session. 

He suggested the propriety of withdrawing the 
motion of reference, for the purpose of enabling 
him to offer his amendment, that the sense of the 
Senate on the subject might at once be taken, with- 
out debate. ‘ 

Mr. WHITE observed that his sense of duty had 
edmonished him against making a motion to lay 
the joint resolution en the table, instead of meet- 
ing it by a motion of reference. But he did sc be- 
cause he thought it was not right that any direct 
vote should be. taken without the fullest discussion. 
He considered the amendment proposed by the 
Senator from Ohio nothing more nor less than an 
indirect proposition to repeal the distribution law. 

Mr. W. proceeded, at considerable length, to 
explain his views of the magnitude of the question. 

Mr. PRESTON considered many of the Sena- 
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to.?. po. tions entirely imaginary. -Flis proposition 
was nol a repeal of the.Jand bill... A state of things 
occurs which forces upon Congress a consideration 


of the impossibility of the treasury sustaining fur- 


ther.demands on it for the expenditures on-public 
lands. : He could not help thinking that his friends 
had become. unreasonably. sensitive in. relation to 
their favorite measure... All he asked was, that the 


residue. of: the-public land (the title to which is to- 


be. yet-extinguished) ‘should refund: to the treasury 
the price.of its purchase. The Senator from Ohio 
thinks. the. price of the whole. of the -publie lands 
should be repaid to the treasury.. He would not 
enter. into the question on. so broad a basis; but 
would .put it to his friends whether it was possible 
to.appropriate a million and a half, under present 
circumstances, er any circumstances to be antici- 
pated, . for the extinguishment of the Indian title 
yet pressing on the States and Territories? Out of 
the millions to be distributed, in the Jong run of 
years yet to come before the public domain is fully 
occupied, it was but a very small matter to ask 
that this million and a half should be paid out of 
the land fund itself. Will gentlemen be so nig- 
gardly of the vast wealth so liberally poured out 
to them, as to refuse us our draught of water from 
the. vast fountain—this immense stream which is to 
Row to them forever? Was there anything so holy 
in this distribution, as to induce the country to give 
up‘the navy, the army, the salaries of members 
themselyes-—in short, to give up everything to sus- 
tain ii? He did not approve of the reference pro- 
posed to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. MOREHEAD remarked that the subject 
was undoubtedly one of some embarrassment. It 
was- clear, to his mind, that no step of this kind 
should be taken, without the most mature consid- 
eration. He hoped the Senator from South Caro- 

. lina (Mr. Preston] would allow the resolution to 
lie over till Senators had full time to reflect upon 
it, or allow it to go to the Committee on Public 
Lands—not that he wished it to mect its death in 
that committee. He hoped the committee would 
present the subject to the Senate in such a light 
as to. enable Senators to consider it understand- 
ingly. 

Mr. EVANS moved to postpone the further 
consideration of the subject till to-morrow, with a 
view of proceeding to the unfinished business of 
yesterday. t 

The further consideration of the subject was ac- 
cordingly postponed. 

On motion of Mr. WALKER, the Senate took up 
the bill to provide for the satisfaction of claims 
arising under the 14th and 19th articles of the treaty 
at Dancing Rabbit creek, concluded in September, 
1830, The biil, being engrossed, was read the third 
time and passed. 

Engrossed bill entitled An act to regulate ap- 
peals and writs of error from the distriet court of 
the United States for the northern district of Ala- 
bama, was read the third time and passed. 


THE TARIFF BILL. 

The bill “ to provide revenue from imports, and 
to change and modify existing laws imposing du- 
ties on imports, and for other purposes,” was taken 
up, as if committee of the whole; the first question 
pending being on the Finance Committee’s amend- 
ment No. 1, viz: 

“On cotton bagging, or other imported substitute, instead of 
five cents per square yard, te insert three and a half cents per 
square yard,” 

Mr. CRITTENDEN objected to the proposed 
reduction of duty on imported bagging. He 
stated, at considerable length, his views of the im- 
policy of discouraging the home manufacture by 
such a reduction of duty as must bring the foreign 
article into a cmapetition that will break up alto- 
gether the domestic manufacturer. 


He showed tha’, of late, gunny bag was an arti- 
cle extensively used in place of bagging; and that it 
was made and sold abroad at a cost not exceeding 
one penny (two cents) per yard. Of a cargo of 
two thousand bags of cotton, lately shipped in the 
South, he had been assured that fifteen hundred 
were packed in ¢unay-bag cloth. He read froma 
Boston newspaper advertisements offering one hun- 
dred’ and thirty-nine thousand yards of guany-bag 
sloth, made of a wild grass now subjected to cultiva- 
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ation, and woven into cloth in Bengal, whence it 


‘ean be exported at one penny per yard. What is to 


become of the hemp of this country, so necessary 
for national purposes to be encouraged? With this 
competition, hemp cannot be cultivated. It must 
shortly be abandoned. Here isan article in which the 
farmers of Kentucky and Missouri are deeply inter- 
ested. It is the price of this bagging which regulates 
the price of hemp. This imported gunny-bsg, which 


costs but one penny per yard, and is sold as cot- 


ton, with the cotton which it covers, at five times 
what it costs, will take the place which bagging 
from Kentucky hemp hitherto has taken. . The 
bagging manufacturers of this country are willing 
to supply the bagging for what it sells to the foreign 
purchasers of cotton. The yard of hemp-bagging 
weighs one pound ten ounces. The gunny-bag 
two anda half pounds. At the price it is sold at 
as cotton, more is received for it than the hemp- 
bagging manufacturer receives for his bagging. 

Mr. CALHOUN observed that this was a sub- 
ject in which those whom he represented, and the 
whole southern region, were deeply interested. 

He submitted the following: 

A statement of the additional cost on the cotton crop of the 
year, (estimated at 2,000,000 bags,) in consequence of de pro- 
posed duty on cotton-bagging, rope, and twine. 

The cost on a bag estimated at 400 pounds: 
5h yards bagging, at 5 cents the square yard 

equa! to 6 1-9 cents the running yard, and equal 


to 6& per cent. ad valorem on the invoice -~ 


$00 43 11-18 
$ pounds of rope, at6 cents per pound, and 


about equal to 110 per cent. ad valorem - > 00 36 
} pound of twine, at 6 cents ‘duty per pound, and 

about equal to 30 or 40 per cent. ad valorem - 00 012 
Cost per bag - - . - 00 7119 


2,090,000 of bags at 71 1-9 cents per bag, is equal to $1,422,222. 

The gross value of the crop, estimated at 74 cents per pound, 
would be $60,000,000. 

And the additional cost, in consequence of the duty on the 
three articles, would be equal to 2} per cent.; that is, 2} bags 
on the hundred, or 1 bag in 37, and 54,000 bags in the crop; 
and, estimating the number of factories for bagging at 21 in the 
United States, it would be equal to 2,571 to each. The reduc- 
tion of the duty to 34 cents per yard would reduce the cost on 
the crop to about $1,200,000, 

Mr. C. explained minutely, and at some length, 
the foregoing estimates; and showed the enormous 
imposition this one duty of protection would throw 
upon the South, for the mere benefit of twenty-one 
manufacturers. 


Mr. WALKER hoped the Senate would indulge 
him in afew remarks upon this subject, as his 
State was more deeply interested than any other in 
the Union. According to the census returns for 
1840, that State produced 462,000 bales of cotton 
in a single year, and she was the principal pur- 
chaser of the cotton-bagging of Kentucky. And 
the Senator would have a duty placed upon that 
article of five cents a yard, and, at the same time, 
told them that it could be furnished for one penny a 
yard. If this be so, what was the duty, hé asked? 
It was a duty which must be absolutely pro- 
hibitory—a duty equal to 250 per cent.—a duty 
which the Prime Minister of England would 
not dare to ask, in the state of public opin- 
ion which now prevailed. The Senator from Ken- 
tucky desired to make that State, then, which was 
the chief producer of the great article of export 
which formed the prosperity of this country as re- 
gards her foreiga commerce—that State which was 
the chief consumer of the produce of Kentucky— 
hear the burden of paying this enormous duty. If 
Kentucky had not the market which was furnished 
her by Mississippi and Leuisiana for her surplus 
producis—her corn, her nork, her horsesand mules 
—Kentucky would find herself infinitely more dis- 
tressed than any Sta‘e in the Union. And yet the 
Senator from Kentucky desired that those States 
in the valley of the Mississippi should be burdened 
with this enormous tax; and why? Beeause the 
article is made in Bengal; and therefore we must 
be taxed 250 per cent. for the purchase of the arti- 
cle here. If this were to be the principle acted on 
why did they not lay a duty ef 250 per cent, on 
every sort of foreign products? Which wes the 
most important article, hemp or cotion? Theres 
was no sort of comparison. The difference 
was something like twenty to one. It was the 
great article of export—the cotton of the valley of 
the Mississippi—which enabled this country to im- 


port foreign articles so extensively as she did; and I 
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without this, where would be the revenue from — 
customs? Strike off the 70,000,000 bales of cotton 
which were annually exported, and what would 
become of your revenue? Of what advantage, 
then, would it be to levy this prodigious tax? For 
whose benefit was it to be levied? Why, for the 
benefit of the 23 manufacturers of the article of cot- 
ton bagging in Kentucky. You are, then, to prohibit 
the introduction of gunny bagging-—for he thought 
no Senator would deny that the duty would amount 
to a prohibition; to throw that article altogether 
outof the market, and give it up to the twenty- 
three manufacturers of the article of cotton bag- 
ging in Kentucky. Kentucky had not been, in 
times past, so just and generous as that they should 
now be induced to make so great a sacrifice on her 
account; or, rather, on account of tke few manu- 
facturers who, by combination, could easily raise 
the price (as had been done in other cases, in the 
course of only ten days) one-third, or one-half, or 
even to double its value. 

He would tell the Senator what had already 
been the result of one of these iniquitous combina- 
tions. About two years ago, one of the largest 
planters (Mr. Joseph Dunbar) came to the conclu- 
sion, after the formation of one cf those combina- 
tions, to try iron hooping; and now nearly the 
whole crop in the valley of the Mississippi had 
been put in with iron hooping, instead of Kentucky 
rope. It was to him amazing that gentlemen now 
came forward and asked to put their hands in the 
-pockets of an adjacent State to their own, and ab- 
Stract this enormous tax from those who are al- 
most the only consumers of the producis of their 
own States, and on whom those States are depend- 
ent fur their prosperity. He hoped that the mo- 
tion to reduce the daty to 32 per cent—which, in 
itself, is enormous—-would at least be adopted. 
The duty should be a duty for revenue, and not for 
protection to the producers of this particular article, 
at the expense of another and far more numerous 
and important class of producers. 


Mr. SIMMONS understood that the Senator 
from South Carolina [Mr. CatHoun] had stated 
that the cost of Inverness bagging in the South is 
nine or ten cents per yard. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN interposed, to read a letter 
which he had just received on the subject of price. 
He read from it that the price of Scotch bagging 
has been, ia Scotland, not less than from thirteen 
to fifteen cents per yard, 

Mr. CALHOUN read a letter from one of the 
first merchants in Charleston, S. C., quoting the price 
of Seoteh bagging, fit for the cotton planters, at five 
pence per yard. 

Mr. SIMMONS read a letter in his hands, to 
show that the price in New York is from 18 to 22 
cents per yard. 

He had no doubt the letter which the Senator 

from Kentucky [Mr. Crirrennen] had read, was 
more correct. He asked, would any one believe 
that an addition of licent would raise the price? 
All it would do, would be to lessen the profit of the 
importer. 
_ Gunny cloth sold in 1840 for 25 cents a yard; 
it cost in Bengal 2cents; the cost coming here could 
hot amount to more than 2 cents: yet it paid a pro- 
fit of 20 cents. Now, if 20 cents profit on 2 cents 
will not stand a duty of 5 cents, what will? 

He argued at great length that it’was necessary 
to pretect the Kentucky manufactures of bagging 
ard bale rope against the foreign competition; and 
that tbe cotton-planters lost noihing by the price of 
their bagging, as they were paid for it as cotton. 

Mr. WALKER pointed out the inconsistency 
of the arguments broughi forward for protection. 
Either this was a bill for revenue or for protecion, 
if it was for revenue, the arguments of the Sena- 
tors from Rhode Island and Kentucky prove that 
half the duty would preduce more revenue than 
lhe whole; and if revenue be the object, why not 
reduce the duty to what will produce most, If it 
be for protection, their arguments in favor of ex- 
eluding all competition from Kentucky bagging, 
show that 5 cents per square yard wili effectually 


| do it. 


3r. HVANS made a few remarks in reference 


io the statements of the Senator from South Caro- 
lina, [Mr, CaLnoun,] with a view of showing that 


the duty on foreign bagging imported had never 
exceeded $149,000—searcely a tenth of what the 
Senator says the cotton-planters pay in duty on 
their bagging. He made some observations in re- 
ply to the Senator from Mississippi, [ Mr. Watger,] 
with a view of showing that the duty on gunny- 
bag would be only from 20 to 25 per cent, instead 
of 250 per cent., as he supposed—the price of that 
article being 20 cents a yard in New York, and 
the duty only 5. 


Mr. CUTHBERT desired simply to say afew 


words in relation to the statement which had been | 


reiterated on all sides of the Senate, but more par- 
ticularly by the Senator from Rhode Island, thai an 
augmentation of duty does not increase the price 
of the article to be paid for by the consumer. He 
was happy to observe that the Senator from Ken- 


tucky had his attention directed to this statement. 


The argument was very just’y and properly ad- 
dressed to him; because, if an augmentation of du- 
ty did not increase the prics of the dutiable article, 
the object of the Senator world plainly fail of re- 
complishment. He would fail to be benefited by 
the duty; and why, then, would he desire to inflict 
a burden upon his Soathern neighbors, who were 
the chief customers for the surplus products of the 
Senator’s own State, and with whom he should be 
desirous of preserving the most kindly feelings? He 
hoped the Senator, then, having been convinced 
by the Senator from Rhode Island that an augment- 
ation of price did not flow an augmentation of 
duties, would cexsest to the proposed reduction, 
_ This was one of the cases which appeared to him 

to illustrate very strongly the unreasonableness of 
the protective system, 

It was a protective systam which they bad be- 
fore them. Al:hough the Senator irom Maine pro- 
tested, at the very commencement of the diccassion, 
against the idea of its being so considered, the fact 
bad, nevertheless, forced its way through the policy 
of debate, through the course of argument which 
Senators found it necessary to use, in order to sus- 
tain the bill. And under whai character and aspret 
was it that ihe proteetive principle presented itself? 
The Senator from Kentucky assured them that, 
with duiies as high as were now proposed, the do- 
mestic manufactures of the country were sisking 


into ruin; and yet he would transfer the labor of Ë 


Kentucky from its legitimate employ ment—agri- 
culture and the raising of stock to the manufac- 
turing of cotton-bagging. The people are to be 
compelled to leave their profitable occupation, and 
engage in one of a different description, for the 
benefit of ihe Government. 

This waz the system widen the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Bicans urged them to 
adopt, View it, then, with regard to protection, It 
was wel! known that the cotton productions of this 
country were in an extremely depressed state, 
Would the Senator from Kentucky, then, from the 
very neighborhood of ihe cotton-producing States— 
would the Senator from Rhode Island—would the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways cud Means, 
at the very moment when this depression prevails, 
and when the chances of ecommerce—when as- 
cident, nature, or Providence offered ihera the 
means of ameliorating that depressed condition, 
would Senators then be willing that, at sucha 
time, and under such cir 
ment should spricg upon that means, and wrest it 
from them; that the arm ofihe Government should 
be used stiil imore tu depress the condition of the 
producers of the great sizple article of cotton, to 
prevent them from using ihe advanieges to which 
they were entited? Was there not ia this some- 
thing which revolted the feelings of ali? You take 
from us what does not profit you. You impover- 
ish your casiomers, without steuring any benefit to 
yourselves. 

Mr. CALHOUN, to test the Guesiion whether 
this was to be supported by the Senate as a bill 
for revenue or for protection, moved an amend- 
ment to the amendment reducing the duty on cot 
ton-bagging cr other subsijiuie imported, to two 
cents per square. yard, instead of three and a half 
cents, as proposed by the Finance Committee; or 
five cents, as proposed by the original bill, wo 
cents per square yard would yield a revenue of 
abort 20 per cent. on the value. 


stances, the Govern. - 


framan 
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On this amendment he called for the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered. 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
BARROW, PRESTON, SIMMONS, WALKER, 
and CRITTENDEN, till, at nearly 6 o’clock, on 
motion of Mr. MOREHEAD, who expressed a 


wich to deliver his sentiments on the subject, the 
Senate adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, July 28, 1842. 


Mr. DODGE of Wisconsin presented the peti- 
tion of Bernard W. Brisbois, of Crawford county, 
Wisconsin Territory, asking Congress to pass a 
law confirming a small tract of land to John Simp- 
son, instead of Joseph Simpson, being farm lot 
No. 27, i 

Also, the petition of the inhabitants of Graw 
county, Wisconsin Territory, asking that a mail, 
route may be established, leading from Madison, 
the seat of Government in said Territory, via 
Monroe and Oniel, Hliaois, to Free Port, in IHi- 
ncis, i 

Mr. PLUMER presented a petition, numerously 
signed by citizens of Clarion county, Pa., to enact 
a law to proteet the production of American labor- 
ers against the competition of foreigners: referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House. 

THE BILL TO REDUCE MEMBERS’ PAY. 

The following is the select committee to which 
Mr. ArnoLD’s bill has been referred, as announced 
this mornihg: Messrs. Annoy, Porr, Baxer, 
Lanz, Granam, Bowne, Cuartes Brown, Gwin, 
and Cross. « 

ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS, 

Rr. CASEY submitted a joint resclution, to fix 
Monday, the 15th of August, at 2 o’cloclr, for the 
adjournment sine die of the two Houses of Con- 
gress, 

Mr. CUSHING objected. 

Mr. CASEY moved a suspension of the rules 
for the reception of his resolution; on which he 
called for the yeas and nays, and they were or- 
dered; and being taken, were—yeas 81, nays 63. 

So the House refused to suspend the rules, two. 
thirds not voting in the affirmative. 

When Mr. GUSTINE’S name was called, he 
rose and inquired if the gentleman who offered the 
resolution to adjourn on the 15ih of August was 
satisfied that the time named for the adjournment 
of Congress would enable the House to take up 
the calendar of private bills, so long delayed, and 
which require the action of the House at this ses- 
sion, 

If eight months of a session demand, private 
business require, and a retarn to our families urge, 
the necessity of a speedy adjournment, he hesitated 
not to say that they had as strong claims on him, 
and he felt them as sensibly, as any member of the 
House; but could not agree that the long list of 
private claims, which will require but a few days 
to dispose øf them, should be thrown back, to be 
again ealled up at another session. 


The SPEAKER remarked that he was unable to | 
answer the inquiry; and that the debate was gut of? 


order. A F 
THE NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILLA : 
On the motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the House 

took up the navy appropriation bill, which had 

come b:ek from the Senate with two ofthe amend- 
ments of thatbrdy insisted upcn. The other amend- 
ments of the Senate they had receded from. 

Me. FILLMORE explained the position in which 
the bilistocd. The Seuate insisted upon two of its 
amendments; the first of which was an amendment of 
the section of the House which limited the num- 
ber of officers; now, after the strong vote which 
had been given in this House on thet section, he 
hoped the House would insist on its non-concur- 
rence in the amendment of the Senate, and demand 
a committee of conference, 

The ether amendment was in reference to the 
dry-dock at Mew York. The appropriation was 
for a dry-deck, and the Senate had introduced an 
amendment authorizing the Secretary of the Navy 
to appropriate the money intended for a dry-dock 
to a floating-dock, if, in his opinion, it will an- 
swer the purpose. From the papers which had 
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been laid before him, and from. information which 
he had received, he had come to the conclusion 
that the floating-dock was not intended to super- 
sede the dry-dock, but that it was intended to gèt, 
that and the dry-dock too. Believing, himself, that 
in the exhausted state of the treasury it would, 
not be wise to construct the two docks, he had adi 
moved an amendment, to authorize the Secretary of ` 
the Navy to expend the money for the construction <: 
of a flouting-dock if, in his opinion, that would ans ` 
swer the purpose. He had made that amendment; , 
as a test whether it was intended to have both ` 
docks, and the Senate had non-concurred in the., 
amendment. He (Mr. Fitumore) believed, if a 
dry-dock were constructed, it would answer all thé ., 
purposes; if, however, a floating dock would an- +; 
swer, he was willing that it should be so, as its 
construction would be cheaper. But he hoped the 
House would now insist, and that a committee of... 
conference would be appointed; and he requested 
that he might not be appointed to serve on the. 
committee. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON thought they had acted 
with great liberality to the Senate, and towards the 
Navy Department. He believed there were two- 
thirds of this House that were willing to adhere; 
and, therefore, they had better give the Senate no- 
tice that, iftthat body adhered to the amendments 
which they had made, they would occasion the loss 
of the bill. He moved that the House adhere to its 
non-concurrence. 

Mr. WM. B. CAMPBELL asked what would 
be the effect of the motion of his colleague? and . 
whether it would not have the effect to lay the bill 
on the table of this House? í 

Mr. FILLMORE hoped the questien would be 
taken on insisting. 

The SPEAKER replied to the gentleman from 
Tennessee, (Mr. W. B. CampseLL,] that the mo. ` 

ion of his colleague [Mr, C. Jounson] was gener- 
ally the last to be acted upon, , A 

Mr. C. JOHNSON wished the Senate to under- 
stand-that, under no circumstances, would they re- 
cede; and that they would not consult or debate in ` 
relation to it. , 

Mr. FILLMORE said it wasa matter of g.eat 
importance whether any appropriation shouid be ., 
made for the navy; and, therefore, he hoped the bill 
would not be jeoparded, nutil the usual parliament. - 
ary modes had been resorted to, to see whether 
something could not be donë to cause the. passage .. 
of the bill, that the right arm of our defence might 
not be annihilated, 

Mr. PROFFITT suggested to the gentleman from 
Tennessee [Mr. C. Jounson] whether, if his mo- ` 
tion were agreed to, the loss of the bill might not: . 
fall, with its responsibilities, on this House. If: 
they departed from the usual course, the country. 
might justly charge upon the House of Representa~ 
tives the responsibility of losing the bill; and there-. 
fore he hoped the suggestions of the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means would be act- 
ed upon. He begged the gentleman from Tennes- 


` see to reflect on the consequences of going to their 


homes, after being in session seven or eight months, 
without any appropriation for the navy. Nothing 
conid justify such a course, and he hoped a come . 
mittes of conference would be appointed. À x 
Mr. ©. BROWN said it was an important dues- 


. tion, for it involved the number of officers that 


should be appointed, and which the House had’ 
shown a disposition to limit to the number in the 
service in 1841. 

Tae Senate, however, had left the number in- 
definite; fer that body had proposed to limit the 
umber to that which might be found to be in the 
service atthe end of the present session, of which 
this House knew nothing. ‘Fhe Senate might 
make 100 post-captains and-100 commanders; 
and if they had told the House how many. they 
intended to make, the House would have known 
what course to pursue. In all their conferences 
with the Serate, the House was ever the loser. 
The House had already said that it did not desire 
an increase ; and if they adhered to their non-con- 
currence, wha! would be the cousequence? Why, 
the Senate must say there must either be an in- 
crease, or the bill must be lost; and the resonnsi- 
bility would be with the Senate, and the Senate 


insist must first be put. f 

The SPEAKER ‘agreed; but intimated that the 
House might consent to take a different course. 

After some conversation between Messrs. LINN, 
AYCRIGG; and ADAMS; * j 

Mr. LINN moved the previous question; which 
was seconded, and the main question ordered. 

The SPEAKER ‘said’ that the main question 
would ‘be on insisting on the disagreement ef the 
House. i f 

The main question was then put and carried. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL observed that there was 
but one appropriation bill remaining; and, for the 
purpose of considering that bill, he moved that the 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. J. COOPER appealed to his col'eague to with- 
draw his motion, so as to allow one hour for the 
reports of committees, 

Mr. PROFFIT hoped that the gentleman 
would persist in his. motion, and that the House 
would give the preference to the apprapriation 
bill. 

Mr. INGERSOLL said that he would cheerfully 
accede to the wishes of the House. He would 
prefer, however, taking the question on his motion, 
so a8 to take the sense of the House on the sub- 
ject. 

? The question was then taken and carried. 

So the House resolved itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Arumr- 
ron of New Hampshire in the chair.) 

Mr. JOS. R. INGERSOLL moved that the com- 
miitee proceed to the consideration of the bill “le- 
galizing and making appropriations for such neces- 
sary objects as have been usually ineluded in the 
general appropriation bills without authority of 
law; and to fix and provide for certain incidental 
expenses of the departments and offices of the Gov- 
ernment, and for other purposes.” 

Mr. STANLY moved to take up the bill for the 
reorganization of the army. ` 

Mr. TURNEY moved to take up a bill, the title 
of which was not heard by the reporter. 

On taking ihe question, the committee decided 
on taking up the contingent appropriation bill, as 
moved by Mr. Inarrsoun, 

And the bill having been read— 

Mr. INGERSOLL entered into an explanation 
of its details; after which, the committee proceeded 
to consider it in detail. 

The first section—being for one superintendent of 
the northeast executive building, $250; and three 
watchmen, $365 each—being under consideration, 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to strike out the 
appropriation for the superintendent, $250; and in- 
quired whether the Secretary could not assign this 
duty to one of his clerks. 


Messrs. JAMES and ADAMS opposed the mo- 
tion; and, on taking the question, it was Tejected. 

The next item being for one additional clerk in 
the First Auditor’s office, one thousand dollars— 

Mr. BLACK iaquired of Mr, Inamrson. whether 
the duties of this office were intellectual, or merely 
mechanical? 

Mr. INGERSOLL said that there was an ex- 
planation under each head of expenditure. The 
clerkships in the several Executive Departments 
consisted of accounting clerks, corresponding 
clerks, and recording clerks. The clerkship at 
present under consideration was an accounting 
clerkship. 

Mr. BLACK looked upon the duties of an ac- 
counting clerk as very little superior to manual la- 
bor, and sach as were performed by dozens of 
young men on the Pennsylvania avenue for three 
or four hundred dollars a year. It would be im- 
possible to regulate and reduce the salaries of the 
clerks in the public offices by proceeding on the 
basis of the salaries already established; for he 
was well satisfied that the present salaries were 
not graduated in proportion to the importance and 
valne of ihe services performed, He had been 


“told that, 


alone. ` Win regard to thè other quéstion, in re- 
lation to the dry-dock, he observed that it com- 
manded ‘itself to every one. New York could not 
bë ‘allowed to have two docks, when other places 
had ‘none atall. : p 
Mr. TILLINGHAST, as a point of order, by a 
reference to the rules, cortended that the motion to 
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in the War office, there was a clerk 
receiving $1,400 a year, whose sole duty it was to 
file away the. letters received at the department, 
and make. a brief abstract of their contents on the 


back of each of them. This was purely mechahi-. 


cal. Another clerk received $1,000 a year for 
merely recording letters. This, too, was little bet- 
ter than manual labor. He had also been told 
that there were clerks in the various departments 
who had duties assigned them requiring not only a 
great amount of labor, but the exercise of great 
skill and judgment, together with an intimate 
knowledge of two or three foreign languages; and 
these men received but two or three hundred dol- 
lařs a year more than those whose duties were 
merely mechanical. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL made a few remarks 
in explanation. 


Mr. GILMER thought that the object of the 
gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Biacx] could not be 
altained by action on the part of Congress. . From 
his investigation of the subject, he was eonvinced 
that there were many clerks with literally nething 
todo. On the other hand, many there were who 
were incessantly and laboriously employed. Some- 
times, too, there was an excess of business in one 
department, and a deficiency in another. He 
thought that, instead of applying to Congress, the 
remedy was with the heads of departments them- 
selves. These officers should, instead of applying 
to Congress for new clerks to assist them, in case 
of an accumulation of business, transfer those al- 
ready engaged from one department to another, in 
which they might be temporarily employed to ad- 
vantage. ° 

Mr. BLACK submitted a brief explanation in re- 
lation to his motion, which was finally rejected af- 
ter a debate, in which Messrs. LINN, CARUTH- 
ERS, J, R. INGERSOLL, McKAY, CAVE 
JOHNSON, BEESON, G.. DAVIS, SALTON- 
STALL, and CALHOUN took part, 


Mr. BEESON moved to strike out that part of 
the first section which created an additional clerk 
in the First Auditor’s office. He called on the 
chairman who reported the bill, for information. 
He desired to know what the revenue business 
now requiring transaction at the Treasury Depart- 
ment was, in amount, as compared with the amount 
of business done in past years, 

Mr. INGERSOLL answered, that he had no 
other information than that received from the First 
Auditor, and just read. 


Mr. BEESON continued, in support of his amend- 
ment, Saying he should be cautious how he gave 
the sanction of law to a temporary clerkship. It 
takes from the chief of the department the diseretion 
and the responsibility wbich in such cases it is ne- 
cessary he should be invested with. It was much 
easier to create than to repeal offices. When the 
revenue had fallen off so greatly, and was continu- 
ing to fall off, he could not see the propriety of 
creating additional clerks. To create additional 
clerks in proportion to the increase of the revenue, 
may be right; but to reverse that rule, was not the 
reform we had been promised. 

‘The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON offered an amendment, 
the effect of which was to limit the legal existence 
of the additional clerks authorized to be employed 
by the bill, to the 24 April, 1843. 

Mr. ISAAC D. JONES opposed the motion, 
He deprecated party discussion, and hoped, 
when the necessity was shown, that gentlemen 
would go on with the bill. 


Mr. A. V. BROWN said the question with the li 
gentleman from Maryland appeared to be, whether i 
they should or should nut take the report of the | 


committee, without examination or discussion. 


This House was furnished with facts by the com- | 
mittee; and of those facts it had the right, and he ‘| 
was glad to see the determination, to judge for |! 
itself. Ele repudiated the charge of acting in a ` 


party spirit, and advocated the amendment, which 
would have the effect of extending the appropria- 


tion for tbis elerksbip until April next, before | 


which this Congress will be again in session. 


of Maryland, JOS. R. INGERSOLL, CARUTH. 


Gras ; 
The debate was continued by Messrs TONES | bore than the consul at Liverpool. 


ERS, TURNEY, TILLINGHAST, and Me- 
KENNAN, and the amendment was agreed to. 

On the next item being under consideration, in 
the following words: 


“In the Third Auditor’s office, three additional clerks—two at 
$1,150 each, and one at $1,000"— 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to fix the termi- | 
nation of these clerkships in July, 1843; which 
was withdrawn, after 25 had voted in the afirma- 
tive. 

The next item was as follows: 

“fn the Fourth Auditor’s office, one clerk on the navy pension 
fund, at $1,000.” 

` Mr. GILMER said there was no pretence that 
these clerks were required permanently; and there- 
fore he hoped the committee would, in each item, 
or in a general section, fix a limit to them. 

After a few words from.Mr. J. R. INGER- 
SOLL, the item was passed over. 

The next item was as follows: 

“Inthe Fifth Auditor’s office, two clerks under the act. of 7th 
July, 1838, at $1,000 each.” 

After a few words from Messrs. ADAMS and 
J. R. INGERSOLL, the item was passed over. 

The next item was as follows: 


“Inthe office of the Auditor for the Post Office Department, 
twe clerks at $1,400 each, seyen clerks at $1,200 each, and 
two clerks at $1,000 each.” 


This, on the motion of Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, 
was stricken out. 

Several other items in the Treasury Department, 
with brief explanations from Mr. J. R., INGER- 
SOLL, were passed over. 

The next items were in the War Department, 
the whole of which passed without diseussion; as 
did, also, all the items in the Navy Department. 

An item in the Postmaster General’s Depart- 
ment was stricken out, provision having already 
been made in the bill which has been passed. 

The next items were for the Attorney General's 
Office, which passed with a brief explanation ; 
also a section making provision for a reporter 
of the decisions of the United States Supreme 
Court, at a salary of $1,250, 

Sections 3, 4, and 5, were passed over with brief 
explanations. 

Section 6 legalized the offices and employments 
specified in the foregoing sections, until otherwise 
provided by law. 

Mr. GILMER renewed his suggestions on the 
necessity of fixing a limit for these employments; 
and he proposed to fix the “1st of July, 1843, except 
where otherwise directed by this act.” 

After some remarks from Messrs. GILMER, J. 
R. INGERSOLL, and McKENNAN, 

Mr. FILLMORE suggested to the gentleman 
from Virginia to modify his motion, by inserting 
3d July, 1844, so as to bring it to the close of the 
first session of the next Congress. 

Mr. GILMER declining, the question was taken 
on his amendment, and it was rejected, 

Mr. GILMER then moved to limit the appro- 
priations to the 3d July, 1844; which motion was 
adopted. 

Mr. ADAMS called the attention of the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania to the 28th section, legal- 
izing the appointments of dragoman at Constan- 
tinople and consul at London. This he deemed 
unnecessary, as the Constitution itself was sufi- 
cient authority for them. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL then moved to strike 
out the section, and to insert a proviso that the 
President shali not allow more than $2,000 a year 
to the dragomaa at Constantinople, nor more than 
$2,000 a year to the consul at London. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON wished to call the at- 
tention of the committee to ths fact thai the con- 
snis at London and Paris were the only consuls 
who received salaries; and he should like to know 
why they should be paid salaries more than any 
other consuls? 

Mr. JOSEPH R. INGERSOLL observed tha 
the consuls to the Barbary powers were salaried 
cfficers. 

Mr. JOHNSON was not aware of that fact; but 
there might be good reasons for it, though he saw 
none why the consul at London should be paid 
He moved to 
strike out the appropriation for the consul at 

es 


ji London, **$2,000.” 


; Mr. ADAMS. opposed the motion, and. entered 
into ar explanation of the reasons why. the consul 
should be-paid;. the principal of which was ihe on- 
erous duties devolviag on him, of attending to dis- 

. essed American seamen; a greater number of 
whom were collected in London than in any part 
of the world. j 

Mr. JOHNSON said that, rather than call for a 
division, he would withdraw his motion; but he un« 
derstood that the fees of this efficer were from 
$8,000 to $10,000 a year, 

Mr. ADAMS said that the gentleman had been 
misinformed. i 

:Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina moved to 
amend the 15th section, by inserting, after the 
word “paper,” a proviso, that hereafter no contract 
shall be made for paper gilded or ornamented with 
gold or silver. Mr. ©. said that he did not expect 
to effect muck by this amendment; but his object 
was to oppose the moral influence of the example 
of Congress against that perverted public taste, by 
which so large a quantity of the precious metals 
were diverted from their legitimate purposes, to 
be wasted in mere useless ornaments. 

On taking the question, Mr. Campzenu’s motion 
was rejected. 

Mr. WHITE of Louisiana offered an amend- 
ment, making an appropriation for surveying in 
-the State of Louisiana, $13,000; and, after some 
remarks from Mr. W. in explanation and support 
of the amendment, it was adopted. 


Mr. W. B. CALHOUN asked an explanation 
in relation to the item of $22,628 17, for arrear- 
ages due for printing and blanks for the General 
Land Office. 


Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL explained the justice of 
this item, and had a letter from the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office read, in order to show 
how the account of Blair & Riveshad accumulated. 
It appeared that this sum was for work done since 
1834, and not yet paid for; and, also, that Mr, 
Rives, one of the firm, had intimated a willingness 
to have the matter referred to arbitrators, to be 
composed of entirely disinterested individuals. 

The item was then passed over without further 
objection. 

Mr. E. D. WHITE then proposed an amend- 
ment providing for the arrearages due to the clerks 
of the custom-house at New Orleans from 1832 to 
1837. 

Mr. HOLMES moved to extend it to the clerks 
at Charleston, and, at the suggestion of Mr. IN- 
GERSOLL, extended his motion so as to include 
all other ports of entry. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. W. GREEN then moved to strike out the 
items making appropriations for the expenses of 
the branch mint at Charlotte, North Carolina. 
He expressed himself in favor of abolishing these 
mints, 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. W. GREEN then moved to strike out the 
appropriation for the miat at Dahlonega, Georgia. 
Rejected. 

Mr. HABERSHAM moved to increase the ap- 
propriation for coinage and wasiage of gold at 
Dahlonega, from $600 to $900. He gave asa 
-Yeason the great increase of gold coinage at that 

mint. Rejected. 

Mr. W. GREEN moved to strike out the ap- 
propriation for the mint at New Orleans. Re- 
jected. 

On motion of Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, the ap 
propriation of ¢6 000 for the purchase of a ‘ot 

. adjacent to the Philadelphia miat was stricken 
out. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL offered an amendment, 

- making an appropriation for the payment of the 
. Salary of the public gardener and the workmen em- 
ployed on the public grovnds, 

Mr. STANLY objected that the salary andper- 
quisites of the public gardener were too heh. 

Mr. BOARDMAN defended the proposed appro- 
priation. 

“Mr. BLACK replied, and contended that the |} 
‘Sums expended on the public gardens and grounds ij 
. were enormous and extravagant. He advocated 
a reduction of the salaries, and the sums paid for | 
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taking care of the walks and plants around the |! entitied An. act authorizing : the- settlement and 


Capitol. ; 

The appropriation was agreed to. 

Mr. BOARDMAN offered an amendment, ap- 
propriating $9,000 to the construction of certain 
flues in the Capitol, and for a coal cellar: agreed 
to. à 

Mr. BOARDMAN moved to add an item of 
$53,000 for the purchase of the lots adjacent to the 
Post Office Department, and said to be necessary 
to the uses of the department: rejected. ` 

Mr. BOARDMAN also offered an amendment 
appropriating $19,624 for the improvement and 
completion of-certain rooms and corridors in the 
Treasury Department: agreed to. 


Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL moved to strike out 
the first part of the 23d section, in relation to al- 
lowances to clerks for extra work, and the money 
paid for newspapers: agreed to. 

Mr. McKEON moved to strike out the item 
which appropriated $122,000 to the pay and mile- 
age of members of Congress, from 15th July to Ist 
September: rejected. 

Mr. G. DAVIS offered an amendment, in rela- 
tion to the expenditure of money for courts-martial; 
which was adopted. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to reduce the 
appropriation for the pay of members of Congress 
$25,000. He believed that Congress would not 
adjourn, unless it was starved out. The effect of 
his amendment would be to produce an adjourn- 
ment about the 15th of August. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT moved to amend the item, 
by adding a proviso that no member should re- 
ceive any per diem allowance whatever, after the 
15th of August; and, secondly, that hereafter, at all 
sessions of Congress, no member should receive a 
greater sum than $5 per day after the fourth month 
of any session; not more than $3 per day after the 
fifth month; and no compensation whatever after 
the expiration of the sixth month. 

Mr. BOWNE contended that the Jatter part of 
the proposition was not in order, and was mere 
humbug. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT replied, amid great disorder 
and confusion. He said he had merely desired to 
express the sentiments of his constituents, who 
were daily becoming more and more of the opinion 
that the members of Congress, instead of attending 
to the interests of their constituents, were employed 
in taking care of themselves—wasting the revenues 
of the Government, by putting their hands deeper 
and deeper into the public treasury every day. 

His amendment was rejected, without a count. 

The question was then propounded upon the 
amendment of Mr. C. Jonnson, (reducing the ap- 
propriation $25,000,) and decided in the negative. 

Mr. ROBERT McCLELLAN moved to add to 
the bill a section appropriating $300 for a digest of 
patents; $1,000 for the purchase of books for the 
Patent Office; and $1,000 for the compilation of 
agricultural statisties: agreed to. 

Mr. GENTRY moved to strike out the enacting 
clause of the bill; and, on that motion, expressed a 
desire to speak an hour. 

She motion was ruled to be out of order. 

Mr. GENTRY then raoved that the committee 
rise: rejected. 

Mr. G. thea said he must proceed this evening; 
(it was now halt-past 4 o’clock;) but yielded the 
ficor to 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, who moved that the 
committee rise. 

Upon taking the question, no quorum voted. 

The committee then rose and reported that fact 
to the House. 

A motion for an adjournment was made by Mr. 
BARTON; and the yeas and nays w@re progress- 
ing thereon, when 2 

Mr. GENTRY waived bis right to speak in 
committees, withthe understandirg that he would 
bave the floor inthe House when the hill came up, 

The Heuse sgain resolved itself into a Commit- 
teeof the Whole; and, after a few moments spent 
therein, 

Mr. ATHERTON reported the bill from the 
committee, with the amendments agreed to. 


Mr. HOUSTON then made a strenuous, but in-, 
effectual, effort to have the bill from the Senate, 
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payment of certain claims of the State of Alabama, 

taken out of the Committee of the Whole, witha > 

view to 1ts immediate passage. 
On motion of Mr. GENTRY, 
The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, Jaly 29, 1842. -> 


Mr. RIVES presented a petition from Franels 
M. Lewis and Mary Neale, widows of Captdin 
William Lewis and Lieut. Benj. J. Neale, (who 
were lost in the sloop-of-war Epervier, bearing the 
treaty of peace made by Commodore Decatur with 
the Dey of Algiers,) praying Congress to continue 
to them the navy pension witich they have been in 
the receipt of since 1815, and which will be dis- 
continued to them at the end of this year, without 
the interposition of Congress: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, j 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented documents giving 
additional information as to the practicability of 
the improvements made by James O'Connor in 
Steam-boilers; which were referred to the Committee 
on Patents. : 

On motion of Mr. GRAHAM, the Committee on 
Claims was discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the petitions of Richard Harris aud Nimrod 
Farrow, and Israel Ketchum, for compensation for 
work done for the United States, 

Mr. GRAHAM, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, reported back, without amendment, and with 
a recommendation that it do pass, the bill for the 
relief of Mary Prettyman. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, the bill was consid- 

ered as in committee of the whole, reported to the 
Senate, and, having been engrossed, was, according 
to order, read the third time and passed. 
. The joint resolution to provide for the reimburse- 
ment to the treasury of the moneys expended here- 
after in extinguishing Indian tilles, out of the 
proceeds of the sales of the lands thus to be ac- 
quired, came up in its order~the question being 
on its reference to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. PHELPS said he felt at liberty to remark 
on the reasoning of those who had spoken on the 
resolution yesterday, that this resolution would 
cause much more debate, and would operate the 
destruction of all the business on-ihe. privaje calen~ 
dar. He considered that it was a useless and iiis 
timed debate; and with that view he would move 
to lay the resolution on the table. 

Mr. P., at the suggestion of Mr. SEVIER, 
modified his motion to ane to postpone till to- 
morrow; which was agreed to. ; 

The bill for the relief of Esther Johnson, the 
widow of Colonel Jonas Jobnson, came up in its 
order, on a question of recommitment; but was 
postponed till to-morrow. j 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, reported back, without amendment, House 
bills for the relief of John Flood, and for the rs- 
lief of Anselm Bailey. +. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, made an adverse repor! on the petition 
of Rebecca Bright, the widow of Jacob Bright, for 
a pension—her husband -having been lost while 
in the public services which report was orderéd to 
be printed. , p 

The following bills were taken up as in commit- 
tee of the whole, considered, reported to the Sen- 
ate, and, having been engrossed according to order, 
were read the third time, and passed, viz: a 

The bill fer the relief of William De Buysy 
postmaster at New Orleans. ; : ad 

The bili to awhorize the construction of a dépot 
for charts and instruments of the navy of the Uni- 


ted States. 
ENLISTMENTS (BLACK AND HITE) 


AND THE\HOOE CASE 

The bill to regulate enlistments in phe naval ser- 
vier of the United Stares\came up An its order, as 
in committee of the ‘whol, on ax endments from 
the Committee on Naval Affairs including enlist- 
men's in the marine corps. The amendments 
were agreed to. 


Mr. CALHOUN 


said, if he heard the bill cor» 


: , if allowed of the enlistment of all free 
‘persons, without distinction of color. He asked 
othe Senator from Delaware [Mr. Bayarp] whether 
‘nit fwas intended to allow of the enlistment of free 
negroes and mulaitoes? : 
Mr. BAYARD replied, that the bill was not in- 
: ¡tended to.encourage the enlistment of such as the 
Senator from South Carolina alluded to. It left 
the laws in that respect.as:they now stood—that is, 
deft the discretion to: the proper deparument. He 
“presumed that thé Government were not going to 
order. the enlistment of negroes. ` 
Mr.: CALHOUN remarked, that the Senators 
ould all remember the celebrated case of Hooe, 


. “about which so much noise was made in the midst. 


_ of the last Presidential campaign.. A favorable 
“opportunity was now offered to correct the evil of 
enlisting negroes and muiattoes in the service of 
„the. United States. He asked the chairman on 
Naval Affairs to.amend the bill, so as to except nee 
groes and mulattoes from enlistments, save for the 
` purposes of cooks, servants, and stewards. He 
- hoped the bill would be so altered as to read “free 
. white men,” except for the objects indicated. 
<.. Mr. BAYARD suggested that the Senator from 
“South Carolina would accomplish the purpose he 
desired, by moving his amendment in the form in- 

_., dicated by him. He (Mr. B.) did not wish to be 
understood as accepting the amendment. He, 
` however, desired that a vote of the Senate be taken 

upon it. “oe: 
. Mr, CALHOUN moved an amendment to the 

. effect that white men. only should be enlisted, ex- 

cept for cooks, servants, aud stewards, for which 

“offices negroes or mulattoes might be employed. 
„He demanded the yeas and nays on the amend- 

ment; which were ordered, 

_.Mr. Cy said they would all remember the Hooe 

` case. From what transpired with reference to that 

case, the fact was obvious that it was wrong to 
bring nezroes into the service of the United States, 
and place them in contact with the-white man. 

It was wrong to bring those who have to sustain 

the honor and glory of the country down to a 

«footing of the negro race—to be degraded by being 
~: mingled and mixed up with that inferior race. 

Mr. BAYARD said the case of Hooe, which the 

“Benator alluded to, was a case of testimony alto» 

gether, which the department had full power to 
regulate; or it might be regalated by statute, 
if necessary. He would only say that, during the 
Revolutionary war, there were several in the ser- 
vice of the country, who served with great advan- 
tage to it, and proved themselves to be excellent 
« Seamen and brave and gallant men. 
He was not, therefore, disposed to introduce an 
exception, which would deprive the Government 
of the service of these men, if it should be deemed 
~ hereafter ‘necessary. So far as the Hooe case was 
concerned, he would repeat, that it was simply a 

` ease of admissibility of testimony, which the regu- 
lations of the department could reach, or which 
might be regulated by statute. 

Mr. CALHOUN said there was a deep preju- 

` Aice in every part of the Union, and in the South 

particularly, which makes a discrimination and 
distinction between the two races, and which ought 
to be respected. He was understood to say that 
the Southern States had Jong since taken measures 
to prevent the introduction of negroes into the sea- 
service. He spoke of the deiicate interests of the 
South with reference to this qacstion, and of the 

‘circumstances which had transpired growing out 
` of the policy of Great Britain, which rendered the 
exclusion of negroes from the service as cne of 
the utmost importance. And alihough he was will- 
ing to admit that we have had in the service good 
black sailors; yet it was of more importance to 
respect the feelings of the white sailors, and to 
prevent their degradation, than to retain those ne- 
groes, however well quaiified to perform marine 
service. At all events, some respect onght io be 
had to a great porticn of tae Union, which was 
extremely sensitive upon the subject. 

Mr. TAPPAN could see no reason for adopting 
the amendment. He was not aware that the em- 
-ployment of negroes in the public service had ever 
‘proved injurious to it. Then, why not leave the 

matter. as it had stood heretofore? He saw no ne- 
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cessity for à change of the laws in this respect." But, 
on the other hand, much injury might result to the 


service. It might be impossible to man our ves- ”, 


sels of war in sudden emergencies, or in some pe- > 
culiar cases, unless officers were allowed the dis- 
cretion to employ negroes or mulattoes. Our na- 
tional vessels might be in a portion of the country 
where white seamen could not be procured, and 
necessity. might require the employment of blacks. 
But he conceived, if the law was left as it now 
stood, that negroes and mulattoes would not be en- 
gaged if it could be avoided. No evil had result- 
ed so far, and no evil was likely to result. 


Mr. PHELPS had his fears that the incorpora- 
tion of the amendment in the bill might prove deii- 
mental to the public service. During the late war, 
the class now proposed to be excluded from the 
navy proved to be of great service. ile would 
mention one instance., Ja 1614, when McDonough 
fitted out the fleet on Lake Champlain, he found it 
extremely difficult to procure white seamen; and, 
on the occasion of his splendid victory, the greater 
portion of the sailors under his command were 
black. Ifa war should again occur, it would be 
doubtless necessary, in fitting out our fleets, to re- 
sort to the course pursued at that time, in this par- 
ticular; and he had no sort of donbt that the result 
of the action on the lakes would have been entire- 
ly different from what it was, if the employment of 
of a motley and speckled crew had been prohibited. 
We were indebted to this victory tq the practice 
of introducing negroes on board of our armed 
ships. He thought that, if the amendment should 
prevail, it would injure the service, without iadu- 
cing a corresponding benefit. It was doubtless 
true that the department would prefer white men; 
but, if they could not be procured, he could see no 
reason why the practice of the Government, as it 
had been from the beginning, should not be contin- 
ued; and ke saw no reason why the service should 
suffer from the prejudices of a poriion of the peo- 
ple of our country. If there should be any difi- 


| cally as to the competency of ihe colored sailors 


for witnesses, it would be a subject to be setiled by 
the department, or by Congress; and it had no con- 
nexion whatever with the amendment now before 
tbe Senate, ; 

Mr. CALHOUN was understood to say that the 
introduction of blacks into the service might have 
occasioned an indisposition on the part of white 
sailors (who felt themselves degraded by an asso- 
Cialioa with negroes) to enter the service, both du- 
ring the war and at the present time. The very 
reason given, then, for their employment—the 
scarcity of white sailors—might have occasioned 
the necessity for it. It was the natural consequence. 
He said that, in some portions of the couniry, ne- 
groes were excluded from employment—white ja- 
bor being preferred; and, should nothing be done 
to prevent the blacks from entering the navy, they 
would seek that kind of employment: and thus 
would you throw upon the negro race the protee- 
tion of the national rights and the defence of the na- 
tional honor, He did hope that so important an 
arm of the national service would not oaly be 
placed in the keeping of freeracr, but those bear- 
ing our own complexion—havicg the glory, and 
honor, aud interests of the country at heart. 

Mr. ARCHER remarked that it appeared to him 
that this was a small matter; and he trusted that jt 
would not be magnified into a greatone. A smal! 
number of blacks only would be excluded by the 
amendment; and, for that reason, as well as with a 
view. to indulge the Senator from. South Carolina, 
he would give to it his suppori. 

Mr. BENTON would only say that aims, 
whether oa land or water, ough! to be borne by the 
white race only. This was the first time he ever 
heaid thatethe biack race carried arms. Ele was 
opposed to it, and was decidedly in favor of the 
amendment proposed by the Senator from South 
Carolina, [Mr. CALHOUN.] 

Mr. YOUNG said this was a question whether 
or not they would introduce into the navy, as a 
part of the material of the navy, negroes and color- 
ed persons. . 

Mr. Y. was understood to be opposed to enacting 
any specific prohibition against their employ ment, 
because the time might come, as heretofore hap- 


! of the nation. 


‘plenty of brave white men able 


| 


: ot 
pened, when it would be absolutely necessary to 
enlist some blacks into the service. He was in fa- 
vor of leaving it to the discretion of the proper de- 
partment, as now, to employ as many as were 
absolutely necessary to the service, and wherever 
convenient to be employed. Ele was opposed to 
their enlistment; out when it was necessary to have 
them, to let them-simply be hired. He went 
against their enlistment in the army. 

Mr. BAYARD said there was no one more 
averse to doing anything which would involve the 
feelings and prejudices of the, South than he was. 
It seemed to him that the amendment involved a 
difficulty practically; if not so, he would not have 
opposed it. He did not believe, if the discretion 
were left to the department, that any more would 
be enlisted, except in eases of emergency, or to 
perform menial service. The yeas and nays had 
been demanded ang ordered. Now, to put an end 
to the question, if the Senator from South Carolina 


- would withdraw the demand for the yeas and nays, 


he would consent to the amendment. 


Mr. SMITH of Connecticut considered the 
amendment an insult to two or three of the Northern 
States, which had passed laws making it a penal 
offence to draw a distinction between the character 
or condition of the blacks and whites. Therefore, 
if the amendment was adopted, it would be a great 
insuli to those States. He said, in another of the 
Northern States, (Rhode Island,) it was found ne- 
cessary to raise a regiment of blacks to protect the 
people against those who were endeavoring to overe 
throw the charter Government of Charles H., and 
to secure to the mass of the people the right of suf- 
frage. This amendment would be very sure to 
give an insult to that State. 

Mr. CALHOUN had no desire to have an in- 
dividual expression of opinion of Senators; and, if 
it was the understanding of the Senate that the 
amendment would be adopied, he would withdraw 
the eall for the yeas and nays. 

Mr, BAYARD said the amendmert would be 
agreed to, if ihe yeas and nays were noi walled; and 
he hoped the Senate would consent to its adoption. 

Mr. CALHOUN said, with that understanding, 


; he withdrew the call for the yeas and nays. 


Mr. CLAYTON objected to the amendment. He 
was willing to indulge the feelings of Senators on 
ordinary cecasions; but he conid not extend that in- 
dulgence so far as to affect the interest of the pub- 
lic service. Since the commencementof this Gov- 
ernment, negroes and siulattoes bad been enlist- 
ed in the service of the United Siates—during the 
Revolutionary war, and ever sinee. Many of the 
ships were now partly manned by them; and they 
prove to be eflicient sailors, 

In connexion with the circumstance alladed to 
by the Senator from Vermont [Mr. Prekes?) on 
tne lakes, be remarked, that he had been told by the 
commender of the Wasp, that a great proportion of 
the sailors were negroes when that vessel captured 
tue eremy’s vessels. ‘That cfficer told him thathe 
hed not beiter or more gallant mea on board. 
Why, then, shall we aller the law? If you want 
them as food for powder, they will certainly gbt 
as wellas the white men—they are as strong and 
active, They might get along in time of peace 
without them; but, as sure as the country goes to 
war, they would have to repeal the law, and take 
negroes into the service. He hoped the amendment 
would not prevail. 

Mr BAGBY saig, if the object was to have 
blacks in the service in time of war, let it be so 
excepted in the bill. But let the Senator look to 
what condition such a policy reduces one portion 

3 The South have now to resort 
to probibitery means to keep arms out of their 
hands, and to prevent their acquiring a knowledge 
of the ase of them; put here it is proposed to re- 
ceive them into the service, and to trais them to the 
use of arms. There was no necessity for their em- 
ployment, even as food for powder. There were 
I e and willing, dur- 
ing the Revolution, to defend the countrys; and there 
are more ready and willing now to give their lives 
to preserve the rights, interests, and honor of their 
country. He could not, therefore, consent to, the 
employment of the negro race in any situation 


as 


where itiwas necessary to put arms in their hands. 
Our Security forbids it. 

He thought that something was due to public 
feeling and public sentiment in other sections of the 
Union, but more was due to the delicate interests 
in the section from which he came. It was a sub- 
ject on which every Southern man should feel a 
great solicitude. We are not yet so very degraded, 
so reduced to the necessity of employing those 
whom the policy of the country compels to be 
kept in subjection, to fight the battles of the coun- 
try. Uf the nation could not sustain itself in time 
of war without the aid of the African race, then 
the condition of the white freemen of the country 
must be failen indeed since the period in which 
they obtained their independence, without any 
such aid. He hoped the amendment would be 
adopted; if not, that the yeas and nays would be 
taken. 

Mr. WOODBURY said, as the yeas and nays 
were not withdrawn, he wished to explain why he 
would vote in favor of the amendment. Mr. W., 
after alluding to the feelings in the North touching 
the negro race, Said, as to their political rights 
there, he would ask whether, by the law regulating 
the militia service, they are allowed to be trained 
to bear arms; or, whether they are ever appointed 

- militia officers? Nosuch thing. Are they allowed 
to sit on juries there, and aid in the adaynistration 
of justice? No. They were only employed in the 
merchant service occasionally. Such is the feel- 
ing between the white laborers towards them, that 
you could notretain a white domestic, if he have 
tobe seated with the negroes. Such was the feel- 
ing in New Hampshire, so far as he had been made 
acquainted. In time of war, when all the great 
foundations of society are in jeopardy, war makes 
its own rules, as it did in the Revolution. All 
unite to protect a common interest. War makes 
its own rules, as it did in Rhode Island, to make 
use of the negroes to put down the whites, who 
were striking for suffrage. 


Mr. TAPPAN believed the Senator from New 
Hampshire was correct when he asserted that they 
were employed as servants. There was no instance 
of blacks ever being enlisted in the marine corps; 
then why the necessity of passing a law to pro- 
hibit it? Why prevent them being used on any or 
all occasions when their service is indispensable? 
He was not in favor of fixing a prohibition. The 
officers mignt be placed in a position where it 
might, be necessary to employ negroes. It might 
be necessary to fit out some expedition in a hurry; 
and the vessel not being fully manned, and to ob- 
tain white sailors being impossible, a resort would 
have to be made to negro sailors. 

Mr. BAYARD suggested to Mr. CaLyoun to 
except negroes for servants also; and the sugges- 
tion was agreed to, 

<Mr. SIMMONS said it was suggested by the 
Senator from Connecticut that a resort was made 
to a regiment of negroes in Rhode Island, to defend 
the constitution against the Suffrage party. He 
denied such to be the case; but said that a number 
of negfoes in Providence volunteered themselves to 
defend the property of that place from the torch of 
the incendiary, which it was apprehended would 
be applied. 

Mr. BAGBY made some farther remarks on the 


eculiar importance ef this question as touching . 


Southern institutions, and in favor ef a positive 
enacimeel to prevent the negro race from being 
yastructed by the Federal Government in the art of 
war. 
Str, PHELPS offered some further arguments 
against ihe amendment. 

“Afr, SMITH of Connecticut made some further 


remarks, argaing that, if the employment of ne- | 


gioes had any tendency at all, it would be to de- 
grade the- white sailor. Taey were sufficiently 
dagraded by the tendency of the laws, as now en- 
acted and administered, without casing them to 
be mingled with the negro race. He then adverted 
to the iiiberal’ and anti-democratic policy of not 
permit ing the white sailor in the United States 
services to be placed in a line cf promotion for 
meritorious conduct. He would rather see that 
altered. , 
The amendment of Mr. CaLnoun, prohibiting 
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the ‘enlistment of negroes in the naval and marine 
service, except as servants, stewards, and cooks, 
was adopied, on yeas and nays, by the following 
vote, viz: 

YEAS—Mossrg. Allen, Archer, Bagby, Barrow, Bayard, 
Benton, Berrien, Calhoun, Conrad, Cuthbert, Fulton, Graham, 
King, Lino, Mangum, Preston, Rives, Sevier, Smith of Con- 
Recut Sturgeon, Walker, Wilcox, Woodbury, and Young— 


NAYS—Messrs, Bates, Choate, Clayton, Crafts, Dayton, 
Evans, Miller, Phelps, Porter, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, 
Sprague, Tappan, White, Williams, and Woodbridge—t6. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate, and the 
amendsients of the committee of the whole were 
concurred in. 

Mr. PRESTON moved an amendment prohibit- 
ing the enlistment of negroes in the army; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. CUTHBERT desired to bave some expla- 
nation of the bill. He thought that, before fixing 
any policy permanently, a full knowledge of its ob- 
jects and tendency shou!d be known. 

Mr. BAYARD explained the bill—one provision 
of which was te punish those who entice men to 
leave the service, or harbor them; and allows the 
Officers recruiting to administer the oath, instead of 
resorting to a magistrate. s 

Mr. WILLIAMS was understood, in further ex- 
plaining the bill, to say that it was, in some meas- 
ure, to do away with the practice of wresting, by 
habeas corpus, from the service of the Govern- 
ment, certain classes of persons who enlist for the 
bounty, and afterwards try by that resort to get 
clear. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

THE TARIFF BILL. + 


On motion of Mr. EVANS, the revenue bill 
was taken up, and its consideration, in :cofhmittee 
of the whole, was resumed; the question ‘pending 
being on Mr. Catuoun’s amendment to the Finance 
Commitiee’s amendment, which was tofreduce the 
duty on imporied cotton-bagging, or its substitute, 
from 5 cents to 34 cents per square yard; Mr. CaL- 
HowN’s proposition being to substitute 2 cents per 
square yard. 

Mr. MOREHEAD, being entitled to the floor, 
addressed the Senate at considerable lemgth; and, 
in the course of his remarks, observed that no one 
was more desirous than he was to preserve the 
kindly feelings which have so long subsisted be- 
tween the Western States and the South. 

It had been contended by the Senator from 
South Carolina, that the duty proposed by the bill, 
on colton-bagging, would be entirely prohibitory; 
and, consequently, not for revenue, but for exclu- 
sive protection. For this reason, and with a view 
of making the duty one of revenue alone, he had 
proposed a reduction of the duty to 2 cents per 
square yard. 

Bat this was a bill prepared by the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means in the other 
House, on a proposition and report of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury himself, with a single eye to 
the production of revenue. It was not, therefore, 
a proposition of any friend of the home interest, 
or the manufacturers of bagging in Kentucky. It 
came from the Secretary of the Treasury. He it 
was who had proposed 5 cents per square yard as 
a duty for revenue; and it was so adopted by the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and so viewed 
by the Finance Commitee. ee 

Assuming the cotton bagging, er its substitute, 
imported, at taree millions of square yards, the 
duty beretofore existing would amount to $104,000, 
at 34 cents per square yard. The proposition of 
the Secretary of the Treasrry was to increase the 
duty 14 cent per square yard, with a view of in- 
creasing the revenue $45,090, and 1hereby raising 
from that article of consumption $149,000. _ This 
was its purpose; and how, then, could it be viewed 
as a duty for protection? 

With regard to the declaration of his colleague, 
yesierday—thet, without further. protection, the 
manufacturing establishments of the “West, en- 
gaged in the bagging business, must go down—ke 
felt bound to say that be fully concurred in that 
opinion. Regarding it, then, as a quesiion of rev. 
enue; in the adjustment of which it was neces- 
sary to give incidental protection, he did not know 


a more legitimate occazion for exercising: that wise 
discretion. By encouraging and protecting this in- 
terest, a great national interest is also encouraged 
and protected. This paramount interest of Ken- 
tueky and Misseuri was one which, if upheld, 
would, in a very. short time, furnish to the South an 
article at a price so much lower, that the South 
would have reason to be well satisfied. ; 

As to the duty of 2 cents, which it is said would 
be but 20 per cent., all must see it would be wholly 
inefficient for either revenue cr incidental protec« 
tion. If arate of duty of 20 per cent.40e adopted 
on all the leading articles imported, a necessity 
would be created adverse to the true principles of 
the compromise act, which never contemplated a 
resort to direct taxes; and, to keep down duties to 
that rate, (20 per cent.,) under such circumstances 
as the present, would be to render direct taxes in- 
evitable. 

Mr. BAGBY considered the conclusion irresisti- 
ble—that this was a duty for protection, and not 
for revenue. This was deducible not only from 
the remarks of the Senator who had just sat down; 
but from the admissions of his colleague yesterday, 
if the fact were not otherwise too palpable to de- 
ceive any one, He was opposed to. protection in 
all its forms, whether it was called direct protec- 
tion, or incidental protection. Where is the dif- 
ference between a direct duty to exclude iwpor- 
tation#and so laying a tariff as to reduce imports 
and diminish the sources of revenue, tor the sake 
of encouraging home manufactures? It could be 
only in the degree. The country had not yet 
reached that climax of stupidity, in which it could 
believe that to tax the people heavily is to pro- 
mote their prosperity. Lock atthe petitions and 
memorials under which the tables of Congress are 
groaning, and ask from what quarters do they 
come. Isit from the South? Not at all. They 
all come from Northern and Eastern manufac- 
turers; and their object in calling for incidental pro- 
tection is very well understood. As the Senator 
from South Carolina [Mr. Presron] very justly 
remarked yesterday, it is bad enough for them, 
in their application, to try to debauch our un- 
derstanding; but it is worse to attempt to pick our 
pockets, under the guise of doing us no harm. To 
come to the simple question at last: if an ar- 
ticle is taxed to such extent as to raise up a home 
interest, which is to supersede the importation of 
an article heretofore supplying revenue? does it not 
amount toa direct ‘prohibition? ‘and-ie-4t.not ag. 
much express protection, as if it were called such, 
instead of incidental protection? 

He did not speak with disrespect of the great 
staple of Kentucky and Missouri—hemp; for he 
knew the value of that staple in a national point 
of view. But if it came to a question whether the 
interests of a very few individuals in those States 
should predominate over the great and all-import- 
ant interests of the South—that interest which had 
become the great staple of the whole country— 
he could not hesitate in the decision he should 
come to: $ 

The Senators from Kentucky had declared that 
the bagging factories in the West were in a sinking 
condition; and that, without this protection, they 
must irretrievably go down. Who does not see in 
this the full admission of the whole principle of 
protection? This duty of 5 cents is to be given for 
their protection, or they perish. Then itis not for 


` revenue the duty is demanded, but to protect the 


interest which the 23 or 24 manufacturers of Ken- 
tucky have in the manufacture of hemp bagging. 
It can only be by excluding that which is a source 
of revenue that they can be benefited; and the ob- 
ject is to benefit them; therefore it is antagonist to 
an object of revenue. 

Is there no source of industry bat that of man- 
ufactures? Is there no industry among the farmers 
and planters and laborers of the country? Are 
they looking for protection to build up or encourage 
their labors? Do they ask to be encouraged by 
contributions levied for the purpose, in taxation on 
other classes of industry? No such thing. The 
object is to. throw the mantle of protection, w hich 
iiis Government affords, over the mercantile capi- 

glof the country, at the expense of the agricu!- 
paral industry of the country. 


~ Atis said that the ‘consumer is to suffer nothing 
by this duty—that it will not increase the price. 
If,s0, how is it to benefit the manufacturer? If he 
is not to reap some benefit, what is the meaning of 
ineidenta} protection? . Who benefits. by it, if the 
manufacturer does not? If nobody benefits by it, 
what-isits use? 

There is not an article, from the greatest to the 
smallest—from the size of a bale of goods to the 
size of tbe point of a pin—that protection is not 
songht for. 

-A£ the grass of India is better for him, and more 
‘conducive toa planters prosperity than Kentucky. 
hemp, why should he be prevented from making 
his election between them? . It is his inherent right 
as an American freeman.. That man was deserv- 
edly, accounted a philosopher who said that he who 
makes.two. blades of grass grow where only one 
grew before, is a greater benefactor to the human 
race than he who | builds up empires by. the con- 
guest of his fellow-man. But where would be the 
advantage of carrying out this great truth, if laws 
were to be passed prohibiting the use of the second 
blade of grass, and restricting consumption to the 
one? 

Who is to benefit by this protection?—(and he 
eared not whether it was called direct or inci- 
denial)—-who but the capitalist? and not the ia- 
borer, | The effect of such a system of protection 
is to be this: a combination between the magufac- 
tarers and the politicians—the operation of the 
capital of the country on the politics of the coun- 
try. The halls of this Capitol are to be crowded 
with speculators; and nothing can follow but 
intrigue and. corruption. He spoke propheti- 
cally, and not with any design of saying that 
such have been the motives in which this bill 
originated. He did not impugn the motives of 
those who advoeated the measure; he only meant 
to point their attention to the inevitable ten- 
dency and certain results of the system of policy 
into which they had been seduced, There is not 
‘a dollar in the treasury; the Senate refused to 
take up a simple bill of revenue, lately proposed by 
the Senator from New Hampshire, for the pucpose 
of rendering more secure the income of the Gov- 
ernment; yet, with an empty treasury—a treasury, 
the income of which is considered by the advocates 
of ‘this bill as insecure, instead of legislating for 
revenue, the whole of their argument is in favor of 
throwing open the doors of the treasury, for the ex- 
haustion of its means, in the protection of a favored 

_ class. Gentlemen should reflect that they have a 
long, dark, hopeless vista before them. Do they 
think those who pay the taxes, when they see 
the treasury thus impoverished, will sustain such a 
career? Will they be satisfied with the perverse- 
ness with which the distribution of three millions 
of the public revenue is adhered to, in such a con- 
dition of the treasury as now exists? 


‘The longer they think upon the subject, the more 
thoroughly they will be convinced that the only 
constitutional ground that can be taken in refer- 
ence to these measures of distribution and taxation 
is that which their opponents stand upon, 

Mr. CALHOUN said it must, he. believed, be 
admitted, even by the advocates of the highest 
rate of duty upon cotton-bagging, that, if that duty 
were reduced to two cents, it would not have the 
effect of prohibiting the manufacture of the ar- 
tiele, and giving a market to the foreign article. 

This being admitted, he was prepared to show 
that this could not be a bill for revenue. He 
would prove it by a very simple process. There 
would be eleven millions of yards of cotton-bag- 
ging required to put up the cotton crop. If it be 
taxed, then, at the rate of two cents a yard, the 
duty will amount to $220,000. Can you (said Mr. 
CatHoun) procure this amount of revenue bya 

daty of five cents? I will prove that you cannot. 
And I will take for this purpose the documents 
which were produced by the Senator from Maine 
yesterday, but which he produced for a very differ- 
ent purpose. In 1840 there were but three mil- 
lions of yards of cotton-bagging imported. Now 
three millions of yards, at five cents, will give 
$150,000; which is $70,000 less than woeld be 
produced by a rate of two cents upon eleven 
millions. In 1840 the duty was not five cents; 
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it was somewhere about three cents—cerlainly 
not exceeding three and a half cents. Yet, in 
that year, all the cotton-bagging used was of 
home manufacture, except about three mil- 
lions of yards; giving to the domestic articlea 
market equal to about seven millions of yards. 
Raise the rate of duty, then, and what will 
be the result? It will have the effect of complete 
exclusion. Instead of having three millions of 
yards imported, there will probably not be more 
than two millions; and, upon that two millions, 
you will receive $100,000. But, if you reduce the 
duty to two cents, what will be the result? The 
importation will be much greater, and your reve- 
nue will be greater. 

There is one principle by which you may test 
whether this be a bill for revenue or for protec- 
tion. Itis this: when you inerease the rate of duty 
so high as to exclude the article, or, at the least, to 
diminish the amount of importation, it must be for 
protection. Here isa rule which may be depend- 
ed on; it cannot be got over: Raise the duty so 
high as to diminish the amount of importa- 
tion, it must be for positive and direct protec- 
tion, and nothing else. I have shown that a duty 
of three cents a yard had the effect, in 1840, of 
keeping out all but about thrée millions of yards, 
You diminish your revenue, then, and yet you say 
your object i is to raise revenue, and that alone. 
How is thisto be reconciled? But I do not end 
here. While you bring into the treasury but 
$150,000, you, at the same time, impose a charge 
upon the cotton-planters equal to $660,000; and 
this I show by the argument of the Senator from 
Kentucky himself. Here is an amount of up- 
wards of $500,000 annibilated—a greater sum 
than you bring into the treasury by your duty. Is 
it not clear, then, that the bill is intended more for 
protection than for revenue? 


Mr. CRITTENDEN had but very little practi- 
cal knowledge of the subject of the manufacture of 
Kentucky bagging, and had merely made his state- 
ment from information. He had quoted the price 
of bagging yesterday from a Louisville paper at 16 
cents. Fie now held jn his hazed a New Orleans 
paper, in the price current of which he found the 
price quoted at from 13 to 15 cents for cash, and 
15 10 17 ceats on time. “There seems to be a re- 
markable difference between the price in Louis- 
ville and New Orleans. He had, however, only 
stated the facts, and left it to the Senate to reason 
upon them. He had also staied the fact, which he 
had learned, that the bagging manufactures in 
Kentucky were in a very languishing condition; 
and that, without some encouragement, they must 
go down. He left this fact, too, as stated, to be 
reasoned upon as gentlemen pleased. He could 
not, however, help thinking that the condition of 
these factories was like that so aptly illustrated by 
the Senator from Rhode Island, when he said it re- 
minded him of a barrel, the hoops of whieh were 
taken off, and the staves were all falling to 
pieces. 

He had heard it. pressed yesterday, by the Sena- 
tor from South Carolina, (M+. Preston,] and re- 
iterated by the Senator from Alabama, (Mr. Bacry,] 
to-day—perhaps it was said only jocularly, and he 
would, therefore take it as such—that the argon- 
ments in support of incidental prohibition savored 
very much of an intention to debauch centlemen’s 
understandings, for the purpose of pickiog their 
pockeis. But, according to their own account, the 
gentlemen’s pockets are empty; and he could not, 
therefore, see what was to be picked from ther». 

Mr. C. entered at some length into the subject of 
incidental protection, with a view of showing that 
iteould be done without diminution of revenue. 

He had yesterday stated, from MeCulloch’s 
Dictionary, that gunny-bag "cloth could be puar- 
chased in Bengal at 2centsa yard. But more re- 

cent information had been placed in his hands this 
aon: from which he learned that a better kind 
was now made to meet this market, the price of 
which in Béngal is from 6 to 8 cents. Then, taking 
the avesige at 7, and adding 5 for duty, the price in 
Charleston would be 12 cents. 

Mr. KING said it would be more, as the square 
yard would have to be calculated for the duty: the 
price would be 14 cents. 


Mr. C. proceeded. to say that eo ee as I ca © ieee a at Ue Gd ok a ‘did not know 
whether it was the running yard or square yard, 
He only stated such information as he had done, 
leaving it to other gentlemen to make their calcu- 
lations as they pleased. 

Here, then, it was evident the duty added would 
still leave the foreign bagging at a price less than 
the Kentucky bagging can be afforded at.. How, 
then, could it be said that this duty was a prohibi- 
tory duty? 

He next adverted to the arguments of the Sena- 
tor from Alabama, [Mr, Baasy,] that no protection, 
cither incidental or direct, should be given to home 
manufacture; and he was sorry to find that the 
arguments of the Senator from South Carclina 
near him, {Mr. Paxsron,] who spoke yesterday, 
tended to tae same doctrine; but he would only 
contrast with their opinions, the opinions of Mr. 
Madison and the great men of his day, as well as 
the opinion of every President cf the United States 
from the beginning of the Government down to 
me present day, including General Jackson and 
Van Buren. The incidental protection of 
jeeps industry bad never been “denied as a 
legitimate exercise of constitutional power by any 
great statesman connected with public affairs. It 
was useless now to attempt to set up any counter- 
doctrine. 

He had read yesterday, from information fur- 
nished to bim, that the price of Scoich bagging at 
Dundee was sevenpeace, being equal to 15 cents 
here; and a duty of 5cents on that price 1s 334 
per cent.; which is below the average duly of this 
bill, as the Senator from South Carolina estimates 
this average. Is not that a duty for revenue? Is 
it any more protection than the duty on any other 
article? 

Mr. BAGBY interposed to say that his proposi- 
tion was, that this bill ought to be for revenue 
alone, and not for protection, direct or incidental. . 


Mr. CRITTENDEN resumed. He asked if 
gentiemen had to beara burden, and which they 
could not help bearing, and their neighbors had to 
bear it too, and if it pressed more heavily, through 
accident or otherwise, upon their neighbors than 
on themselves, why should they mourn or com- 
plain if, in the laying on of the burden on their 
neighbors, it was done in such a way as to relieve 
them from extraordinary pressure? All had still 
to bear the burden; and to relieve one does not in- 
crease the burden of the other. The Government 
takes ali that can be levied for the treasury; butif, 
in doing it, the manufacturers of Kentucky can be 
encouraged, why should they not be encouraged? 
He did aot, in advocating the interests of the beg- 
ging manufacturers of Kentucky, stand here as 
the mere solicitor of a smail and sectional interest. 
The principle which he maintained was general, 
and applied to American industry all over the 
Union; and that he would at all times be ready to 
support. 

Mr. KING said he was aware that the Senate 
was already fatigued with this discussion; and he 
would therefore say very little, and that little he 
would have forborne to say, were it not that he 
thought his friend from Kentucky had taken an 
erroneous view of the subject. He (Mr, Kine) 
was in favor of a fair system of duty for revenue; 
and he had no hesitation in saving that he wag i 
favor of so adjusting that duty, as to give Înciden- 
tal proteciion to domestic manufactures. He had 
no hesitation, living in the part of the country 
he did, to avow here, that while he would’ not 
lay duties for proteciion alone, yet, when the 
wants of the treasury demanded it, while laying 
duties for revenue, operating upon the con- 
sumption of the whole country equally, he would 
do it in such a way as to give incidental 
protection to every branch of industry. He 
hoped, then, that he should at least be exempt 
from the charge made by the Senator from Ken- 
ineky, that those who were opposed to a high rate 
of duty were enemies to the encouragement of dò- 
mestie industry, and were willing to see it broken 
down and destroy ed. The subject was under con- 
sideration as long ago as 1816; and what was the 
course then pursued by the North, South, East, and 
West? The duties were so arranged as to bring 
into the treasury the largest possible amount, and 


at the same time:to discriminate in such a manner 
as to protect. the manufacturer against the compe- 
tition- which an influx of foreign articles would oc- 
casion, It was at that time, while he (Mr. Kine) 
was in favor of such a system, that he was relue- 
tantly compelled to vote against the bill, in conse- 
quence of his disapproval of the minimum rate 
of duty fixed by the bill. What was the rate 
of duty then laid upon this article in that bil— 
a bill looking for revenue? It was 20 per cent. ad 
valorem; and they had gone upon this system until 
1824, when a new act was passed; and new inter- 
ests having sprung up, and become enlisted in the 
effort to. procure an act not so much for revenue 
as for protection, and the rate of duty upon cotton- 
bagging was then made 34 cents a yard. That 
was the minimum; aud, under this system, so great 
were the profits, that manufacturing establishments 
continued to increase. They all knew what was 
the feeling in 1828. More protection was then the 
ery; and, through the isfluencs of the protective 
principle, withont reference to revenue at all, a 
duty. was imposed higher than any man at this day 
could pretend to justify. The duty upon this ar- 
ticle was then raised to 5 cents per yard; but they 
were told that the necessity for so high a rate 
would cease in a few years, and that it would be 
reduced to a low rate—a rate sufficient for reve- 
nue, and revenue alone. 


By the tariff bill of 1832, it was brought down 
to three cents and ahalf a yard: and why was it 
so brought down? Because, as the chairman of 
the Commitiee of Ways and Means then said—and 
said truly——-the manufatturers of that article had 
then got hold of the market; that they were en- 
abled to manufacture it on such terms as would ex- 
clude the foreign article. Now the proposition 
was to increase tae duty again to five cents. And 
why? Had Kentucky failed to finda market? No 


one would pretend to say that she does noi drive | 


out every competitor, even while demanding four 
or five cents more a yard than was paid for that 
furnished by Dundee He would ask Senators, 
then, what was the object which they had in view? 
Was it protection that they desired? Protection 
was not required. Why, then, should ihey be so 
anxious to impose a tax which did not benefit them 
one ceni? Fle (Mr. X.) did not agree with gen- 
tlemen that the imposition of this duty wouid pat 
that amount of money in the pockets of the manu- 
faciurers. Fle did not desire to relieve his portion 
of the country from their fair and just proportion 
of the burden of furnishing revenue for the Gov- 
ernment. He should continue to act upon the prin- 
ciple with which he had set out. 

They were toid that the necessity for a higber 
duty arose from the manufacture of a new article, 
which supplied the place of cotton. baggiag, viz: 
gunny-cloth. Bat, in the first place, the article 
was.of inferior quality. His own experience had 
proved this; and he knew, a'so, that the planters 
in his Siate, generally, gave the preferense to the 
Scotch bagging. 

As revenne must be furnished, and as, no doubt, 
large quantities of bagging would be brought into this 
country, Jet the Senator follow up his own proposi- 
tion, and fix the duty at 30, cr even 334 per cent. 
ad valorem, and there would be no very strong ob- 
jection even on this sideof the house. 'Fhey were 
disposed to go to such a rate of doty as would 
bring the- greatest amount of revenue into the 
treasury; but i a sufficient quantity covid not be 
furnished at home, without raisieg the duty to an 
exorbitant rate, it would be necessary to bring it 
from abroad. 

The proposition was, that the imposition of duties 
would not have the effect of enhancing the price 
of the article. But we were placed in circumstances 
which rendered it necessary io procure a large revy- 
enue. And even thougn it should bear somewhat 
oppressively on his portion of the country, yet he 
would not, on that account, resist it} He had risen 
simply to state that, while ke was willing to give 
his. support to the proposition, be must, neverthe- 
less, protest against making a distinction, and lay- 
ing high duties upon particular articles. Gentle- 
menought not to push this matier to extremes. They 
should look. to the report of the commiitee of the 
House of Representatives, rather. than to the rec- 
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ommendation of the Secretary of the Treasary; 
He (Mr. Kine) placed much greater reliance on 
the judgment of the Committee on Manufactures 
of the House, than upon the Senate committee. 


Mr. RIVES addressed the Senate at considera- 
ble length. In the course of his remarks, he ob- 
served that, while he was in favor of free trade in 
the general, he was opposed to the breaking down 
of any institutions which had grown up under a 
different system. If, therefore, he could, in the 
pursuit of the main object of revenue, without im- 


| pairing that object, give incidental pretection to 


the industry of the country, he would do it. But 
he was uiierly and uncompromisingly oppose to 
anything in the nature of prohibitory duties. This 
duty of five cents per square yard on imported 
bagging, he looked upon as a most flagrant in- 
stance of prohibitory duty. He could not con- 
ceive a more palpable violation of the compromise 
act. 


While the Kentucky manufactures were strug- 
gling to obtain this unjust duty, they would foree the 
cotton-growers to the necessity of turning their at- 
tention to the manufacturing of a cheaper fabric 
out of the refuse cotton of their own plantations. 
These Kentucky manufacturers, in the end, would 
find that they had destroyed their own business, 
instead of having procured the protection and en- 
couragement which they expected. Such must 
ever be the consequence of pushing things of this 
nature toextremes. Fie conceived the interests of 
both the manufacturers and the cotton-planters 
would be best consulted by coming to some com- 
promise. That which he would suggest would be 
to agree upon a duty of 3 cents per square yard. 

Ee thought all the duties proposed in this bill by 
far too bigh. We should feel himself always bound 
to look to existing interests with what favor he 
could; but his great object would be to raise from 
duties the greatest amount of revenue—yielding 
such incidental protection as would keep those 
branches of industry from going down which the 
voluntary legislation of Congress had heretofore 
built up. 

Believing the compromise act to have been one 
of the most salutary and peace-establishing com- 
promises ever made, he was in favor of adhering 
to it in the true national spirit which bad been so 
nobly evinced by the gentiemen of the South ia 
tkis body to-day. He agreed with the Senator from 
Aisbama [Mr. Kina] in the sentimenis he had so 
well expressed on this subject. He asked the Sen- 
ators from the North and East if they did not feel 
themselves bound to come forward aad meet this 
spirit with reciprocal magnanimity. Oaght they 
not all to meet on one common gronnd of patriot- 
ism, and adjust this bill for the benefit of the 
country? 

He alluded to an expression thrown out the other 
day by the Senator from Rhode Island, [Mr. Sm- 
Mons,] concerzing rumors that anything dene wiih 
respect to this raeasure wouid be unavailing. Bat 
of this he knew nothing; he had vowed that he 
would know nethieg of that nature in advance. 
But he called upon those who had it in their power 
to insure its adoption, to come forward on the pres- 
ent oscasion, and give to the country that peace 
which is so mach needed and demanded. Is this 
rot a moment io justify the cali? He had been in- 
duced, by the strong feelings he entertained on this 
subject, to endeavor to arouse that spirit of patri- 
otism which he had so long regretted to see slum- 
bering. The noble sentiments of his friend from 
Alabama [Mr. Kina] had inspired him with hopes 
which ae had not dared to indulge for many a day, 
that some common ground of compromise and con- 
esssion would be adopted for settiing ibis great 
measure. Hecould not approve of the amend- 
ment proposed by the Senator from Soath Caroli- 
na; and, if that were rejected, he wonld himself 
move an amendment, which would conform to the 
compromise of 1832. He would prefer 3 cents per 
squard yard; but, if necessary, would go as far 
as 33, : 

Mr. CALHOUN made a few remarks in expia- 
nation, not distincily heard. 

Mr. SIMMONS expiained that the reductions 
under tae compromise act, to 1840, did not bring 
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down the three and a half cents duty of the act of 
1832 more than two mills in the square yard. > 

Mr. WOODBURY observed {hat the tariff of 
1828 did not impose more than four cents per 
square yard—not coming up to the five cents pro- 
posed by this act, He showed, by a reference to 
many items of this bill, that it was more directly a 
bill of protection than the act of 1828. In fact, 


-this bill was grounded on the act of 1828. ‘The 


minimum, he admitted, was not so high; but, in 
many instances, the maximuna was mach bighet. 
The duty on tea and coffee was lower; but teh 
reason was, that there was nothing to be protected. 
When specific duties are considered, it must be 
recollected that the value.of the articles is lower 
than it‘was ia 1824 or 1828, Another thing to 
be considered was, that, when the value is to be 
ascertained, the commissions are added in this act, 
thongh excladed in former tariffs. 


The declared value and official value of British 
articles were then the same; but the real value now 
was only half the official value.. This was the re- 
sult of a state of peace. He showed the effect on. 
bagging. The fallio value has grown out of the 
competition. While this bill is holding. itself out 
at a bill for revenue, it is, in reality, more a bill for, 
protection than the acts of 1824 or 1828; and, at 
the same time, it affects to favor agriculture, by 
putting a farcical duty on cheese, and butter, and 
afew other things never imported, and the duty 
on which can have litle or no effect as duties for 
revenue. The whole duty on butter is not more 
than $700; and on lard, the whole amount of duty 
for the United States will be the enormous sum of 
one dollar! Everybody can see that it is al! hum- 
b 


ug. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, in reply to the Senator 
from New Hampshire, remarked, that the Senator 
looked upon the act of 1828 as an act of abomina- 
tioas. It was a bill he says, for protection, and 
not for revenue, Yet, on that bill he voted in’ the 
yeas and nays against the opponents of the meas- 
ure. He was now the gentleman who infers odi- 
um on this bill; by drawing down upon it theodium 
attached to that act. 

At the date of the compromise act, the duty on 
cotton-bagging was three and a half cents. The 
duties of that act exceeding 20 per cent. were to 
be reduced by biennial instalments. He would 
ask the Senator, was this duty of three and a half 
cents to be reduced under that rae? He believed 
the duty of three and a balf eenis was never Cofi=" ` 
sidered more than 20 percent. on the article of 
bagging. The Senator admits that the average 
duties of this bill exceed 30 percent. If an in- 
creased revenue, to meet the increased demands on 
the treasury, be necessary, why should not the duty 
on bagging be raised, as well as that on the other arti- 
cles. He reverted to the leiter he had read-yesterday, 
sbowing that seven pence was the price of Seotch 
bageiog at Dundee—equal to fifteen cents here. 
‘That does not add the cost of charges, nor does it 
take into account the difference between the square 
yard and running yard; but let the one go against 
the oiher. 

Mr. CALHOUN said seven pence was not the: 
price of 1842. . 

Mr, CRITTENDEN continued: It was the aver- 
gge of ten years. He read the statement again. 
Ii quoted the price of 1842 at six and a half 

ence. 

Mr. WOODBURY explained that in 1828 he 
had denounced the whole tarif bill from the start, 
and bad voted against its passage. When it was 
under discussion, he had, no coubt, for some partic- 
war reasons then existing, vcted on some of the 
amendments—-he believed that in relation to wool- 
lens was one—agelast some of the opponents of the’ 
specifie duties. 

The daty on cotton-bagging now proposed, is 
actually 60 percent. If if was necessary to go 
above 20 per cent., he would prefer the horizontal 
seale, because he was opposed to any favoritism. 
Fle firmiy believed that 25 per ceat, of horizontal 
daty would produce more revenue than the duties 
of this ‘bill, ranging from 30. to 100 or 150 per 


cent, ; 
Mr. WALKER wished to mention one fact. 
The duties proposed by this bill were vastly higher 
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than they were under the act of 1828, because the 
cask duty was to be added, which the Committee 
on Manufactures estimated to be equal to five per 
cent.;. by adding which to the rate imposed by the 


“pil, it would make the duty nearly 15 per cent. 


greater. than under the-former law, 
. Mc, CUTHBERT said he only desired to make 


` one statement in relation to the condition of the 


cotton business in this country. Everybody was 
aware that it was extremely depressed; and he 
trusted, on that ground, his New England friends 
Would. be disposed to be a little more forbearing to- 
wards the South. It was through the industry, 
and enterprise, and ingenuity of his Eastern friends, 
thatthe East India article was to be manufactured. 
Hopes might, therefore, be entertained that the ar- 
ticle would come in at a cheap rate. 

_ A crop of fifty bales, of 350 pounds each, was 
Gonsidered a large crop; the gross proceeds of 
which were about $17 50 per bale. From this must 
be deducted the charges jacurred in the preparation 
for the market, and conveyance for the bagging, 
rope, storage, &c.--making in all about six dollars 
and a half; leaving the net proceeds $LL per bale. 
Multiply this by 50, and you have the whole pro- 
ceeds of a cotton crop, amounting to only $550. 
Ont of this, the planter had to pay his taxes, clothe 
his slaves, and pay the various expenses of his 
plantation. The profits, then, were reduced almos: to 
nothing. In all sensible legislation regard should 


- be had to the condition of the particular branch of 


this trade which was the subjectof that legislation; 
and this was the present condition of the cotton-plant- 
ers, Was this a time, then, when they were war- 
ranted in imposing this new burden upon them? 
` Mri SEVIER moved an adjournment. 

Objection being made, a division was called for; 
and the count was ayes 21, noes 14, 

` So, at five o'clock, without the question on the 

pending amendment being taken, 

The Senate adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

i Faway, Jaly 29, 1842, 

Mr. C.J. INGERSOLL, fromthe Committee on 
the Judiciary, reported a bill to change the time of 
holding the district courts in the western district of 
Virginia, and for other purposes, 

- Tne bill was read three times, and passed with- 

oul objection; immediately after which— 

Mr. STEENROD caid he desired to move a re- 

consideration of the vote by which the bill was 
passed, in order to add a section, providing for 
holding a court at Wheeling, in addition to those 
already held at other places. 
: Considerable debate ensued, in which Messrs. 
STEENROD, HARRIS, SUMMERS, and HOP- 
KINS took part. By general consent, the vote was 
reconsidered, and Mr. Sreennon’s amendment re~ 
ceived, f 

The previous question having been moved by 

Mr. HOPKINS, and sustained by tse House, the 
amendinent of Mr. S. was rejected, 

The bill was then passed. 

The several standing commiltees were then 
called on for reporis, : 

Mr. COWEN, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported Senate bill No. 92, with amendmenis: re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr, CASEY, from the Committee on Pablic 
Lands, reporied Seaate Lill No. 245. Reada third 
time and passed. - 

Afr. ©. also reported Senate bill No. 246: refer- 
red to the Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. GENTRY reported Senate bill No. 258: 
referred to the Commiiztec of the Whole House. 

Mr. WHITE of Ivdiana reported Senate bill 
No. 240; whieh was referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House. 

A bili for the relief of John G. Roekway was 
read a third time and passed. 

Mr. ROGSEVELT, from the Commitee 
Judiciary, reporied Senare bill No. 218—a bill aa- 
thoriz ng g compromise wiih the sureties of Samnel 
Swartwout. Mr. R. said the Government would 
save. $25,000 by the speedy passage of the bil. 

Mr. PROFFIT wished to debate it; and the bill 
was, therefore, referred to the Commitice of the 


on the 


al 


Mr. HALL made sandry reports fromthe Com- | 


mittee on Revolutionary Claims. . 
Mr. COOPER of Pennsylvania, from the Com- 

mittee on Indian Affairs, made a repor, accom- 

panied by certain resolutions in relation to the let- 

ter of the Secretary of Wat, decliniog toanswer a 
call from the House for information touching the 
frauds alleged to have been committed upon the 
Cherokee Indians. He moved that the report and 
resolutions be printed. : 

Messrs. IRWIN and PROFFIT called for the 
reading of the report and resolutions; which were 
read by the Clerk. . 

The report concluded with the following resolu- 
tions: © 

Resolved, That the House of Representatives has a right to 
demand from the Executive such information as may be in his 
possession, relating to subjects of the deliberations of the House, 
and within the sphere of its legitimate powers. 

_ Resolved, That the reports and facts called for by the House 
of Representatives, by its. resolution of the 1th ultimo, related 
tosubjects of its deliberations, and were withia the sphere of its 
legitimate powers, and should have been communicated: There- 


fore, 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be request- 
ed io cause to be communicated to this House the several reports 
Jately made to the Department of War by Lieutenant Colonel 
Hitchzock, relative to the affairs of the Cherokee Indians, to- 
gether with all information communicated by him concerning 
the frauds he was charged to investigate; also all facts in the 
possession of the Executive, from any source, relating to the 
subject. 


Mr. GWIN asked if the question was debatable, 
as he had some remarks which he desired to sub- 
mit. He was willing, however, to postpone his 
remarks to any other time, if the whole should go 


over. 

The SPEAKER reminded the gentleman from 
Mississippi [Mr. Gwin] that the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania had moved the previous question. 

Mr. PROFFIT, Mr. BOWNE, and others, in- 
quired when the previous question had been moved; 
for, on their side of the House, it had not been 
heard. 

Some conversation ensued between Mr. JAMES 
COOPER, Mr. WELLER, Mr. TOURNEY, and 
the SPEAKER. 


Mr. J. COOPER then withdrew his motion fer 
the previous question, and moved that the resolu- 
tion be adopted. He explained the necessity for 
the disposal of this question, as the Committee on 
Indian Affairs could not discharge a duty which 
had been committed to them, without the aid of the 
information which these papers contained. He 
again moved the adoption of the resolation, and 
the printing of the report; and on this he moved 
the previous qnestion. 

Mr. PROFFIT complained of the course which 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania was pursuing. 
He was censuring a bigh officer of the Govern- 
ment, and, by the previous question, wonld cut off 
every exp'anation or justification. He moved to 
lay the whole subject on the table; and on that he 
called for the yeas and nays. He denounced the 
proceeding as scandalous, 

Mr. J. COOPER rose repeatedly, and attempted 
to make some explanation. 

Mr. PROFFIT, at each attempt, called him to 
order, and refused to allow him to say a werd, un- 
less the same right could be extended io others, 

The yeas and nays were then ordered; and, being 
taken, resulted thus—yeas 58, nays 101. 

So the House refused to lay on the table. 

The question recurred on the previous question, 
which was seconded. 

Tae qaesiion, “Shall the main question be now 
put?” was taken by tellers, who reported 72 in the 
afiirmative, and 59 in the negative. 

So the main question was ordered. 

A. division having been ealied, the first question 
was on the printing of the report and resolution, 

Mr. PROSFIT eslled for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, aud resulted ag follows: Yeas 
92, nays 67. 

Mr. PROFFIT called for the orders of the day. 

Mr. COWEN moved that the House go into 
Commiitee of the Whole. 

Mr. J. COOPER said, by general consent, he 
was willing that the previous question on the res 
maining branch of bis motion should be with- 
drawn. 

The SPEAKER announced that the mornirg 
hour had expired. 


Mr. COWEN renewed his motion to go inte 
Committee of the Whole—this being private bill 
day. E 
Mr. UNDERWOOD obtained permission to iñ* 
troduce two bills, which were read twice and coni- 
mitted. The first was a bill to provide for keep- - 
ing the accounts of earnings in the penitentiary of 
the District of Columbia; and the second was a 
bill to provide for furnishing materials for the 
same penitentiary. ; : 

Mr, COWEN renewed his motion. ; 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL hoped the Honse 
would agree to take up and dispose of the bill 
which was passed through the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union yesterday. 

The SPEAKER informed the gentleman from 


“Pennsylvania, that if the House should vote down 


the motion of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
Cowen,] be could make his motion to take up the 
bill to which he alluded. i 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL hoped; then, the mo- 
tion would be voted down. 

The House then refused to agree to the motion 
of the gentleman from Ohio. 

Mr. I. D. JONES made adverse reports on the 
petitions of Oliver Keith, Sampson Hamilton, Rob» 
ert Grignor, William Kellar, John Allen, and 
Daniel Palmer. , 

The SPEAKER presented the memorial of 
William G. Burgess, administrator of R. C. Ray- 
land, deceased, of Tallahassee, in Florida, in re- 
lation to a claim against the Government. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter 
from the Secretary of War, in answer to a resolu- 
tion of the House of the 23d instant, requiring each 
item of Indian corn and sugar-cane, and the sum 
paid, with each item allowed, under the act of the 
9th June, 1840, for the relief of General D. L. 
Clinch. 

Mr. COWEN renewed his motion that the 
House resolve itself into Commitiee of the Whole, 
for the purpose of taking up the private calendar. 
Mr. C. adverted to the little time daring this ses- 
sion that had been devoted to the consideration of 
private bills, urged the great and pressing wants of 
ihe claimants, and earnestly hoped that this day 
and to-morrow would be set apart for the consid- 
eration of their claims, Mr. C. called for the 
yeas and nays on his motion. 

Mr. JOSEPH R. INGERSOLL observed that 
the bill which had been reported from the Commit- 
tee of the Whole yesterday, and which should come 
up regularly to-day, [the contingent appropriation 
bill,] contained a great many private claims of 
great importance, and equally deserving of the 
consideration of the House. The committee acted 
yesteiday with great industry, and abortively if the 
motion of the gentleman prevailed. 

On the question of ordering the yeas and nays, 
(Mr. COWEN having ealied for tellers,) Messrs. 
Cowen and Smits of Virginia were chosen; who, 
in counting, reported 37 ayes—a sufficient num- 
ber. i : 

So the yeas and nays were ordered and taken, 
resulting in—yeas 100, nays 58. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole, (Mr. Smirx of Virginia in 
the chair,) and considered the following bills: 

The bill for the relief of the legal represente 
atives of William D. Cheever, deceased. 

After a discussion in which Messrs. COWEN, 
FILLMORE, WISE, and CAVE JOHNSON 
took part, the further consideration of the bill was 
postponed for the present. 

Abi for the relief of W. Holt, of Beaver 
county, Pennsylvania, was read, and laid aside, to 
be reporfed without amendment. 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Nimblet was dis- 
cussed by Messrs. UNDERWOOD, HOPKINS, 
MALLORY, and EVERETT. 

Oa motion of Mr. MALLORY, the bill was laid 
aside, to be reported to the House, with a recom- 
mendation that it be rejected. 

Il for the relicf of Isaac Justice was discussed 
by Messrs. MALLORY, JONES, ARNOLD, and 
SPRIGG. 

Oa motion of Mr. MALLORY, it was laid aside, 
to be reported to the House, with a recommenda- 
tion that it be rejected. i 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


A bill to provide for the payment of the passage 
of General Lafayette from France to the United 
States, in the year 1824, was opposed by Mr. AY- 
TRIGG. 

On motion of Mr. COWEN, it was laid aside, 
‘and its consideration, for the present, postponed. 

| A bil for the relief of the widow and children of 
Benjamin W. Hopkins, deceased, was taken up, 
and the report of the Committee of Claims read. 

Mr. PARMENTER explained the nature of the 

~ claim; and was followed by Massrs. TOMLINSON 
and EVERETT: laid aside, to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of Michael Sullivan was 

` next taken up, and discussed hy Messrs. GOODE 
of Ohio, COWEN, UNDERWOOD, MOORE, and 
MEDILL, but without coming to any decision... ` 

On motion of Mr. GIDDINGS, the committee 
rose, and 

The House adjourned. 


` 


IN SENATE, 
Satorpay, July 30, 1842. 


Mr. TALLMADGE presented the proceedings 
of a meeting held in the town of Westbrook, New 
York, in favor of a protective tariff: ordered to lie 
on the table. 

Mr. T. also presented a memorial from Charles- 
town, Massachusetts, praying Congress to repeal 
the drawback or bounty on spirits distilled from 
molasses: ordered to lie on the table, 

Mr. T. also presented the petition of the officers 
and clerks attached to, the custom-house at New 
York, praying that the portion of the revenue bill 
now pending before the Senate, which requires that 
no compensation shall be paid to persons employed 
in the collection of revenue unti! their aceounts 
shall have been audited at the 'Preasury Depart- 
ment, may not receive the sanction of Congress, as 
it would pat them to great incoavenience, might 
cause suffering, and would resuitin no correspond- 
ing good to the Government: ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. LINN presented a petition from 335 citi- 
zens of St. Louis, Missouri, sugzesting the proprie- 
ty of Government purchasing from Capt. H. M. 
Shreve bis patent-right for the snag-boat; beliey- 
ing it due to the West, and to Capt: Shreve, that 
the invention should become pablic property. Al- 

_80, that ample appropriations should be made, 
without delay, to enable the proper deparimeat cf 
the Governmen! to cause operations to be com- 
menced with the snag-bexis ia the Mississippi and 
‘Arkansas rivers, where the accumulation of snags, 
since the snag-boais have been lying idle for want 
of means to work them, has been so great as to 
cause the loss of boats and cargoes worth many 
hundred th: usand dollars: ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented a memorial from eiti- 
zens of the town of Mount Pheasant, in Harris: 
county, Oaio, praying that Congress will estab 
a permanent protective tariff, particularly to give 
protection on the articies of wool, siik, cotton, and 
iron: ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, made adverse reports en the peti- 
tion of John Markle, in behalf of the children cf 
Charles Markle; and oa the petiiions of Rebert 
Dickerson, and the heirs of John Grundy, praying 
an apprepriation of land to satisfy land warranis 
issued for vailitary services; which reports were or- 
dered to lie on the table, aud be printed. 

Mr. TAPPAN gave notice that he would, at the 
proper time, move lo amend the tariff bill, by the 
addition of the following; which was read, aad or- 
dered to be printed: 

And be it further enacted, That whenever the President 
of the United S:atos shali receive satisfactory evidence that the , 
corn, flour, and salted provisions, exported from the United 
States in vessels owned by citizens of tue United States, are ad- 
mitted free of duty into the several ports of any European 
- etate or kingdom, he shall make proclamation thereof to the 
people of the United States; and thereupon, after the ex piration 
of three moaths from the date of such proclamation, the duties 
imposed by this act upon all artices the growth or manulac- 
ture of such state or kingdom admitting such corn, flonr, or 
salted provisions free of duty, so far as the same exceeded 20 


per cent. ad valorem, shall be thenceforth chargeable with a 
duty of 20 per cent. ad valorem, and no more. 


The joint resolution to provide for the reimburse- 
ment to the treasury ef the moneys expended here- 


after in extinguishing Indian titles out of the pro- 
ceeds of the sales of the lands thus to be acquired, 
eame up in its order—the question being on its 
reference to the Committee on Public Lands. 

On motion of: Mr. WHITE, the resolution was 
laid on the table for the present. 

On motion of Mr. LINN, 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested 
to send to the Senate a statement showing the annual amounts 
appropriated by Congress since 1835 to satisfy private claims. 

Mr. WALKER gave notice that he would, on 
Monday next, ask leave to introduce a Dill to con- 
form the naturalization laws to what they were un- 
der the administration of Washington, 

House biil entitled An act making an appropri- 
ation to supply the deficiency in the navy pension 
fund, came up in its order, as in committee of the 
whele, 

Mr, CHOATE moved to amend the bill, to the 
effect that the widows or children of seamen or 
marines who are now deceased, shall receive the 
pensions to which said seamen and marines were 
entitled under existing laws. 

Mr. CHOATE desired that the amendment 
should be printed. He was Mot prepared to debate 
it to-day. 

On motion of Mr. ARCHER, the bill was then 
postponed till Monday, and the amendment or- 
dered to be printed. 

The following resolution, submitted on Thurs- 
day by Mr. Youna, was taken up; and, being 
amended, on the motions of Messrs. SMITH- of 
Indiana, and YOUNG, was considered and adopt- 
ed: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
communicate to the Senate, at the commencement of the next 
session of Congress, a statement, in a condensed form, as far as 
the same can be done, exhibiting— 

lst. The estimated quantity of land in each State and Terri. 
tory. 

2d. The quantity of pubtic Jand in cach State and Territery 
to which the Indian tive has been extinguished, and the quanti- 
ty to which the Indian Utte has not been extinguished. 

3d. The quantity of surveyed and unsurveyed land in each 
State and Territory, stating the quantity of unsurveyed land in 
each Surveyor General’s district, and the quantity of land in 
each State or Territory not included in any land district, and 
the estimated quantity of public lands not within the States or 
organized Territories. 

4th. The number of acres of the public lands sold from the 
earliest period of the sales up to the present period, and the 
amount of money received from such sales during the same 
time, distinguishing the amount reserved from the sales in 
each State and Territory ia cach year, and stating the gross 
quantity unsold in cach land district, : 

5th. The quantity of land setapart-for Indian tribes up to 
the present period, designating the name of each tribe, and 
the separate quantity set apart fer each. 

Gth. The amount of money, as near as can be ascertained, 
which has been paid by the United States in the extinguish- 
ment of Indian titles up to the present period. 

7th. The several amounts of money secured to be paid to 
any of the Indian tribes, as annuities, and the duration of such 
annuities respectively. 

&h. Thoamount invested in stocks by the United States on 
Indian account, the names of the tridesfor which such invest- 
ments were made; the nature of the stocks; the conditions 
upon which they were purchased; and the times and manner 
ia which the interest accruing upon such slocks is paid to the 
tribes entitled to the same. 

9th. The amount paid for surveying the public lands, and 
the total amount paid for selling the same, as fat as can be 
ascertained, upto the present period, including the expenses 
of the General Land Office. 

i0:h. The amounts paid in the purchase of Louisiana and 
Florida, stated separately, with the interest paid on the pur- 


chase money in each casa, and the estimated quantity of land 7 


acquired by said purchases respectively. 

tith. The amounts paid to any of the States in consequence 
of a sale or cession of their waste lands to the United States; 
and theamowwit paid in the extinguishment of private claims 
to the lands thus sold or ceded. 

12th. ‘She quantity of Tand in each State patented on account 
of military bounties for services rendered during the late war 
with Great Britain. 

12:h. The number of unsatisfied claims on the same account, 
and the quantity of land required to satisfy the same. 

14th. Tho amount of land scrip issued on account of the 
State of Virginia, in consequence of the cession of her waste 
lands to the United states for military services rendered by her 
citizens during the revolutionary war. 

15th. The amount of scrip required to liquidate the unsatis- 
fied claims on the same account, as far as the same can be ascer- 
tained ai the department. 

16th. T granis of lands made to the several States and 
Territories, from the earliest period upto the present time, and 
the purposes for which such grants were made; and in what 
cases, and to what extent, 1a making such is, alternate 
sections were reserved to the United States; and in those cases, 
to what quantity and to wha; price was the minimum increased 
ty such alternate seciions; and also what quantity of publie 
lands have been granted to institutions, companies, and individ. 
uals, by special acts of Congress. 

17th. The names of States by which cessions of waste and 
other lands were inade to the United States; the dates of such 
cessions; the terms and conditions on whichthe same were 
made, and the quantity of land reserved by euch States res- 
pectively, or for their benefit, from the lands thus ceded to the 


į United States. 


18th. The States and Territories, or parts 6f States and 


Territories, comprehended by the purchases’ of Louisiana 
and Florida, with such notes of explanation as may be deemed 
necessary to a proper understanding of the ghme. 


On motion of Mr. BRINTON, ue bill to provide 
for the armed settlemdnt of a portion of Florida 
was taken up; the question being on concurring 
wiih the House in theif amegidments to the bill: 

Mr. B. said the committge had considered the 
substitute of the Houge fir the bill, and recom- 
mended that the Senate g@ncur therein. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana stid that when the bill 
was formerly before the Senate, it assumed a mili- 
lary character, as the title indicated—being a bill 
for the armed occupation of Florida. As it passed 
the Senate, he voted for it, though reluctantly, bee 
cause it contained some provisions to which he was 
opposed. The bill, as it kas been returned from the 
House, assumed entirely a newshape and character. 
It presented itself now simply as a bill granting. a 
donation of 200.000 acres of land to settlers, withe” 
out any consideration whatever. The settlers, if 
they get there and choose to protect themselves, 
will be entitled to the land. The Dill, as itnow 
stood, was without a pretext for the-settlers to pro- 
tect the citizens of Fiorida. If the bill passed, it 
would require additional regiments to protect the _ 
people of Florida. If it was intended to grant pre. 
emptions, it should go to the Committee on the 
Public Lands to be examined; for he maintained 
that, as a bill of such a character, there was not 
a shadow of pretext for its pas:age. So unguard- 
ed are its provisions, that it wo :ld have the effect to 
fill the Territory with lawsuits. He hoped the 
Senaie would not concur in the substitute. The 
settlers, as the bill stood, were even author- 
ized to settle down and take the whole of 
the school Jands; to which he was opposed, as 
he had been when the bill bore the military flag. 
Conceiving the bill to be a bounty upon settlements, 
not even requiring the settlers to protect them- 
selves; bui giving 200,000 acres of land, without 
any consideration whatever, except that the settlers 
shall keep themselves from being shot, he could 
not give it his sanction, and would move to refer 
it to the Committee on Public Lands. 


Mr. YOUNG suggested to the chairman of the 
Committee on Military Affairs [Mr. Benton] 
whether there was any provision to save from dep- 
redation the live-oak timber. He understood that 
there was a great deal there; and, unless there was 
some restriction, it would be carffed-awaye os 

Mr. BENTON was understood to say that 
the general law sufficiently guarded the timber; 
that, by such Jaw, an agent was appointed, at 
a salary of about two thousand dollars per an- 
num, to protect the timber of the Government; 
and that it was not necessary to multiply provisions 
of Jaw for that purpose. Tt was the people who 
used vessels, who commited dep-eda'ions upon the 
limber, and not those wko plough the soil—such 
as this biil authorized to go there. He gave his 
opinion fificen years ago: that for every cubic foot 
cf timber, it would cost the Government a cubic 
foot of siyer, Such was kis opiaion still Mr. 
B. was understood to say that the Committee on 
ary Affairs did nor entirely concur with the 
pase 1 its amendment; but, as the paisage of the 
bill was a matter of some moment, and: they were 
willing to put itin operation as it was, and try how it 
would work fora year ort wo, they therefore, recom- 
mended a concurrence. Sv raras the objection of the 
Senator from Indiana [Mr Sire] te the bill went 
that these settlers would not give a consideration for 
the land, and were not compelled to fight—the 
would only say that those pecole who seitie there 
will have to fight for all the land they get by the 
t They will not lcok to the provisions of the 
bil to see Whether they ought to ight, when their 
homes were invaded, but would repel their assail- 
ants. 

Mr. WHITE said the proposilion was a. very 
important one; that it had not been printed; and he 
would beglad to have an opportunity to examine 
its provisions, and therefure moved to postpone it 
till Monday. eee 

The question was put, and deciced in the affirm. 
ative—yeas 21, nays 19. 

Engrossed bill entitied An act to regulate enlist- 


si 


ments in the army, navy, and marine corps, was 
“taken up aad read the third time and passed. 
House bill entitled An act for the relief of Jos. 
.F.~Calwell, having been returned from the 
: House, with.a. vote disagreeing to the amendment 
of. the Senate, waz, on motion of Mr. LINN, com- 
“mitted. to: the Committee on the Post Office and 
; Post Roads. ` : 
~The: bill forthe relief of the Steamboat Company 
of Nantucket, was considered as in committee of 
the whole, reported to the Senate, and, having been 
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, engrossed, was read the third time and passed. 


g 


i House bill entitled An act for the relief of Dan- 
iel M. Hughes, Charles Shipman, and John Hen- 
_, Qersón, (United States Senator,) was next taken up 
„as in committee of the whole. This. bill involved 
a claim of some $19 000, Ii was a case of tres- 
` pass committed by 5,000 Creek Indians while they 
were in the charge of an officer of the United 
States, whe was conducting them to their new 
homes. It seems that these Indians encamped on 
the lands of the individuals named in the bill, and 
used some of the timber for fuel and for building 
_ huts, The owners estimate the damage done to their 
premises by such trespass at $500 or $600 per acre. 
“The committee who had the subject in charge re- 
jected the valuations assumed by the owners, and 
reporied a bill authorizing the Secretary of the 
. Treasury to ascertain the intrinsic value of the 
timber destroyed, and to pay the same out of any 
money in tbe treasury not otherwise appropriated. 
«Messrs. KING, CALHOUN, SEVIER, and 
YOUNG, thought the damages per acre set up 
were most extraordinary. ‘They were opposed to 
the passage of the bill, without more specific infor- 
mation. They believed the term “intrinsic value” 
was |oo indefinite; and that, in allowing the c'aim, the 
owners should be paid for the trees—not as shade 
or ornamental trees, butas timber. They believed, 
if a precedent were set ‘by the passage of this bill, 
claims of similar characier, and as loosely founded, 
would be pouring in upon Congress. 


Messsr. GRAHAM and CONRAD advocated 
the. bill, as it was, and argued that, if the trees 
were estimated according to their intrinsic value, 
as the bill authorized, the claimants would not get 
enough as an inducement to take testimony in 
support of their claim. 

_Mr. YOUNG moved 20 to amend the bill as to 
give Congress a cheek over the amount of the ap- 
propriation, by authorizing an investigation of the 
damages done by the trespass, and a report of the 
amount assessed to satisfy the same to be made to 
Congress at its next session. 

The question was pat on this amendment, and 
it was. rejected—ayes 20, noes 20. 

Mr. CALHOUN, to make the bill more specific, 
moved to amend it so that the trees cut down 
should be paid for according to their value for 
fire use and for building woud hats, 

This amendment was rejected on a COUN bef F ES 
18, noes 20, 

The question now besg on ordering the bill to 
be engrossed for a third reading, 

Mr. CALHOUN demanded the yeas and nays 
which were ordered; and, the question being pat 
it resulted in the aflicsmative—yeas 24, nays 17. : 

The bill was then read the third time, and 
passed. 

THE NAVY BILL. 
Mr. EVANS, from the committee of conference 


on the disagrecing votes of the two Houses en the | 


navy appropriation bill, reported that the conferees 
of the- two Hovses kad agreed to recommend to 
their respective Houses as follows: 

Phat the Senate recede from its amendment to the 
proviso of the Hoase, being the second ac:end. 
ment of the Senaic to said bill, and agree to said 
proviso, amended to read as follows; 

Provided, Teat, until otherwise ordered by Congress, the 
officers of the navy shall nat be increased beyond the number 
of the respective grades that were in the service on the Ist 
day of January, 1812; nor shall there he any further apeoint. 
meat ofmidshipmen until the number in the service be iced 
to the huatber that were in the service on the lstof Tano y. 
1841, beyond which they shali not be received uniil the further 
order of Congress, 

That the Senate recede from its disagreement to 
the amendment of the House (which amendment 
“proposed that the Secretary of the Treasury should 
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not apply the $100,000 to the construction of a 
floatisg-dock at Brooklyn, New York, unless he 
was satisfied that it would succeed,) to the fourth 
amendment of the Senate, and agree to said 
amendment of the House, and insert: 


“and if any part of this appropriation shall be expended 
upen the construction of a floating-dock, as hereby author- 
ized, the construction of the dry-dock shall be suspended un- 
til the further order of Congress;”” 


aid that the House concur in the said amendment: 


of the Senate. F 
The question was put on agreeing toghe report 
of the committce of conference; and it was qăr- 
ried in the affirmative. i 7 
THE TARIFF BILL. | J 
Mr. EVANS haviog called for the résugiption 
of the unfinished business of yesterday ; 
The bill “to provide revenge from impofts, and 
to change and modify existing laws ae dü- 
ties on imports, and for other purposes, ¥wastaken 
up, as in committee of the whole; the question 
pending being on Mr. CaLuoun’s modified amend- 
ment to the Finance Committee’s amendment, 
which was lo changé the dety on cotton-bagging 
from 5 cents to 34 cents per square yard; Mr, CAL- 
Houn’s first proposition being to substitute 2 cenis 
for 34, but modified subsequentiy to a proposition 
to make the duly en cotton-bagging, or other im- 
ported substitute, 20 per cent. ad valorem, 
On this amendment to the amendment, Mr. C, 
had yesterday called for the yeas and nays; which 
were then ordered. 


Mr. SEVIER said the State which he represent- 
ed being as deeply as any in the Union interested 
in this question, he would offer a few observations 
upon the subject of this (as he ecnsidered) exorbi- 
tant duty. The daty had been heretofore very 
high, and it was new proposed to fake itstili high- 
er; and he (Mr. Srvizn) was called upon, for him- 
self and his constituents, to submit to an exorbitant 
tax, for the benefit of a particular portion of the 
Union. There.was certainly no part of the Unie 
ted States, for the benefit of which he would be 
more willing to submit to such a tax than for the 
State of Kentucky. From the citéumstance that 
he foun: the bill so warmly edvoeated by the Sen- 
alors from that Siate, he would have supposed that 
the whole State was interested, and that the whole 
was to be benefited; but, from bis own knowledge 
of that State, he was aware that the manufacture 
of the article of cotfon-bagging was confined to a 
small part of the Staie—io a few counties near 
Lexington; and all ihe remaining part of the 
State would necessarily be taxed for ihe benefit of 
a few manufacturers residing in those counties. 
The corn exported from Kentucky—and it form- 
ed a staple article of export—was almost en- 
tirely put up in this deseription of bagging. The 
larger portion cf the State, then, was to be sub- 
jected to an enormous tax, for the benefit of a small 
portion of the same State. He confessed he might 
be wrong in the opinion he had formed, because 
it was not usual to find Senators disposed to assent, 
on the part of the S.ates they represent, to that 
which they considered burdensome; and it was 
wit some surprise, therefore, that he observed the 
Senators from Indiana and Illiaois disposed to 
support this exorbitant tax; although those Siates 
exported largely the staple article, corn; and, in 
4 » made we extensively of the article of 
coitun-bagging. In what way were they to be 
benefited by such a tax? Those States export 
nothing bat cern and stock; and the corn ihey put 
upin teat very eotion-begging. They bad seen 
inst s where imposition was practised by the 
factories in the State of Keniucky; they had 
seen the price of this very ariicie raised, in tha 
space of a few days, from fiñean or 
to thirty-five esnts a yard. He (Mr. § ) had paid 
thirty-five ecnis « yard, two years ago, for this 
very beecing. Was ihat anyihing like a reason- 

ce, et a time 2 that The crops wer 
exceedinaly light. The advange of this lax was 
confined to a few individusls, And ii was perfect- 
ly evident that the amount of the tax would be 
so much added to the ccst of the article. Phere 
could be no mistake about this. Much had been 
said about protection. The whole of this bill, 
from beginning to end, was a bill for protection; 


and revenue was but a secondary. object. A great 
number of articles included in the bill were taxed 
to prohibition; and this bagging was one of them. 
In regard to protection, he (Mr. 8.) had but one 
word to say. He abominated the principle in any 
shape—he cared not whether it were called direct 
or incidental. What did they mean by incidental 
protection? if i: were that protection which was 
derived from taxes laid for revenue, be it so; but 
hie was averse to it, even in this shape. He was 
opposed to protection, either direct or indirect, con- 
sidered as protection per se. He was averse to be- 
ing taxed for the benefit of his neighbors. It was 
notright. It was not according to the command, 
which says, “Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s 
goods.” There was no honesty in it, It was ta- 
king from the pockets of one, to put into the pock- 
ets of another. They might just as well take 
what he had by force, as by this particular legisla- 
tion. 

This being a bill, then, for protection, as he con- 
ceived, aad not for revenue, he could not give it 
his support. 

He was also very much against what were called 
specificduties. He was willing to raise any amount 
of revenue by taxation which the wants of the 
Government might require. Fix upon twenty-five 
per cent., thirty per cent., or what you please. The 
products of the West and the South have been 
sinking in value, and will go much lower. And 
here is a bill proposing to place a burden upon one 
section of the Union, for the advantage of another 
and a smaller section. He (Mr. 8.) would not 
vote for any such bill, whether they had revenue or 
noi. If the ttianufacturers of eotion bagging could 
not live by their employment without having this 
tax imposed for their protection, it was time they 
should stop; he was not willing to tax his constitue 
ents $70,000 for their benefit, There was one 
other part of the bill to which he would advert; it 
was thet which related tohome valuation. There 
was something in the name of “home” that he very. 
much admired. If duties were to be levied, he 
was for ascertaining their value at home; but, if he 
understood the subject at all, home valuation was a 
mere subterfuge, by whieh the burden of duties 
was to be increased. If this were the case, he 
would go agains? it altogether. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON did not rise to prolong a 
Giseussion ja the middle of the dog-days, for he 
felt as little disposed to do so as any Senator. He 
would not, therefore, go into the subject of cotton- 
bagging, or guuny-bags, which had been already 
worn so threadbare. These were matters which had 
been diseussed, during the last three days, so 
thoroughly, that they might now well be considered 
exhausted ofall interest. He might, if disposed to 
keep up the debate, dwell upon the remarks of the 
Senator from Arkansas, as to the importance of 
gunny-bags for packing the corn of Arkansas, In- 
diana, and Ilinois. But, although that was a new 
view of the case, he would not now stop to investi- 
gate the matter. He would, however, advert 
briefly to the subject of cotton-bagging. If he un- 
derstood the nature of the opposition to the duty of 
5 cents on the imported article, it was on the allega» 
tion that it would be a prohibltory duty, amounting, 
according to some gentlemen’s calculations, to 
from 100 or 150 per ceat; or, as sone gentleman 
(Mr. Wauner] contended, 250 per cent, This 
wasall wrong. Ii arose out of a miscaloulation 
of the price of gunny-bag cloth in India. Here- 
ferred to the Calcuta price of the article; as quoted 
in the price-current of that market, which was 
equal fo 14 cenis per running yard. This was not 
40 per cent, instead of 150 or 250 per cest. He 
read a letter, which stated that, in 1837, there 
wer: 360 bales of foreign pargieg imported, at 350 
yards each; in 1838, 247 bales; in 1839, 739 bales; 
in 1840, 2,460 bales; in 1841, 4 514 bales; in 1842, 
the estimate is much larger. flere has been an 
enormous arnnal increase; and gentlemen have 
been naying 22 cents a yard for this species of bag- 
ging. Flow, then, can they complain if the duty 
caly brings down ihe importers profit, whieh bas 
been so enormous, but does not change the price 
to the planters? 

Mr. BENTON would avail himself of the pres- 
ent motion, to state the principles on which he 
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should give his vote on the different items in the 
bill. < He was for a revenue tariff; for the Govern- 
ment needed revenue, and must have it. But in 
raising the revenue which the Government needed, 
he-would discriminate between luxuries and ne- 
cestaries—-between articles made, or not made, at 
home; and would so distribute the imposition of 
duties, as to afford incidental proteétion to home 
‘industry. This industry divides itself into three 
great branches: agriculture, manufactures, and 
commerce. These branches of industry rank, in 
relative importance, in the order named. Agri- 
` culture, which furnishes the means of subsistence 
to man and to beast, ranks first. Manufactures, 
which fashion and prepare the products of agri- 
culture and crude materials for the use of man, 
stands second. And commerce, which exchanges 
the superfluities of nations, and promotes civiliza- 
tion, stands third. They are all three great in- 
terests; but they have their relative and their 
degrees of importance; and, in extending the 
incidental protection which the levy of need- 
ful revenue would confer, he would be gov- 
erned by their relative importance, and would go 
highest for that which was most important. He 
would go highest for the agricultural interest, that 


- + isto say, would lay the highest revenue duty on the 


foreign’ imports which came into competition with 
the products of our own agriculture. Now, what 
was a revenue duty? This was a question of some 
latitude, and susceptible of various answers, if an- 
swered in the abstract;—but very simple, if con- 
fined to facts. The answer to the question only 
requires two points to be established, namely: the 
amount of revenue required, and the amount of 
the ‘dutiable articles which are to raise it. These 
points established, and the rate of duty resulis of 
itself; and, in the present case, would give us an 
average duty of about 30 per cent. on the value. 
The amount of revenue needed for the Govern- 
ment is stated by the committees at about twenty- 
sevén millions—not the thirteen millions mentioned 
before the election. The amount of dutiable ar- 
ticles, after deducting re-exportations and free 
articles, is estimated at about ninety millions. 
Thirty per cent. on this amount would give 
twenty-seven millions—the amount required; and 
the whole to be taken from the customs, if the 
lands are not restored to their destination. If the 
lands are restored, the rate.of the duty will be less. 
Mr. B. would still hope to see the land revenue 
restored, and the rate of duty proportionably re- 
duced; but, for the present, he would follow the 
committees, and assume about 30 per centum to be 
the rate of duty which the wants of the treasury 
required, This was the average: the actual duty 
would be above that rate in some instances—be- 
Jow it in others. The bill before the Senate rose as 
high as 100 or 200 per centum on some articles. 
He (Mr. B.) could not admit such duties to be 
revenue daties. He could not conceive of a rev- 
enue duty, the maximum of which should exceed, 
or materially exceed, 30 per centum. Thirty-three 
anda third was the one-third part of the cost of 
the article; and a tax of one-third must be admitted 
to bea high tax. 
feat its own object, by diminishing consuryption, or 
inducing smuggling. Thirty-three and a third per 
eentum, he would then assume as a maximum 
revenue duty, and as high as he could go in any 
ease. These were his principles; and now for the 
application. The article in question isan agri- 
cultural article; it classes with egricaltural ar‘icles, 
and belongs to the agricul'ural interest; for though 
the bagging and the rope pass through a factory, yet 
the factory and the hemp-field are side by side; and 
the factory works exclusively in. the domestic 
hemp. 
ufactures which are called domestic, while they 
work up a foreign material—foreizn wool, or hides 
for example, washed with foreign seap, greased 
with foreign oil, dyed wiin foreign ingredients, and 
worked by foreiga hands, (in some inslances,) and 
yet called domestic. The cotten-bag and rope- 
factory is not of that kind. it is all American; 
and though the factories may be few, yet the farm- 
ers who supply them with hemp are numerous; it 
is therefore an agricultural interest: and in his 


Above that, the duty might de~- 


Tt is not a case of some of these man-- 


yiew entilled to the highest incidental pros- 
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tection which is consistent with a revenue daty. 
Scotch bagging is its foreign rival; and if tùis 
duty was upon the value, he would say at 
once,} let it be 334 per cent. Butit is not on the 
value, but on the yard; and here some difficulty 
arises. How many cents per yard will be the 
equivalent of 334? and the answer to this ques- 
tion requires us to know the cost of the. foreign 
article. Here, as a matter of course, we have dif- 
ferent prices quoted, and truly; for the same arti- 
cle must have different prices in different years, 
and even in the same year, under different circum- 
stances. The Senator from South Carolina [Mr. 
CaLHOUN] quotes a purchase made by an import- 
ing merchaut of the South in 1841, at 4and 5 pence 
sterling. This is equivalent to 8 and 10 cents. 
On the other hand, the Senator from Kentucky 
[Mr. CRITTENDEN] gives us quotations for ten 
years; and they are from 4 peace to 72 pefice; 
that isto say, from 124 to 15 cents. Both quota- 
tions are authentic; but that of the Senator from 
Kentucky must predominate; for he gives the 
prices fur a series of years, while the Senator from 
South Carolina only gives the price in the case 
of a single purchase. About 13 or 14 cents may 
then be assumed as the average, or usual cost of 
the article in Dundee and Inverness, whence it 
comes. Thirty-three and a third per centum would 
be very near 5 cents on the yard, if the running 
and dutied yard were the same. But the yard for 
duty is the square yard; and this is 4, or 6, or 8 
inches narrower ‘san the other. Then a duty of 5 
cents gives more than 33} per centuim on the value; 
and, without pretending to precise accuracy, it is 
clear that 32 cents—ihe duty proposed in the 
amendment--comes nearest to the duty desired. 
It is a ease in which precision is unattainable—in 
which, in fect, what was the precise eqvivalent at 
one time would not be so at another; and believing 
32% cents on the square yard to be near about—to 
be as near as weli could be attained—to the 334 
per centum on the value, he should vote for it. Mr. 
B. said that revenue was his object, and protection 
the incident. Se had shown the principle on which 
he ayrived at an average of 30 per cenium as neces- 
sary for revenue, and shown that there were cases in 
which he would goa little above it. He had now to 
take aaother view of it, and to show the amount of 
the incidental protection which it would afford. 
And here he had to appear paradoxical! for he 
would say that a revenue duty of 30 per cent. on 
the value of the imported article was a protection 
of 60 per cent. on the home-made article! He 
supporied this proposition by showing that, with- 
out any duty upon it, there was a charge of 30 per 


cent. upon the fureign cost, before it could leave’ 


the importer’s hands. This amount was thus made 
up: costs and expenses of importation 74 per cent.; 
importer’s profit, 124 per cent.; cash payments and 
home valuations, 10 per cent. This was 30 per 
cent. added to the foreign cost, without duty, 
and before it leaves the importer’s hands. It was, 
therefore, an addition of that amount to the cost 
of the article, and, consequently, a protection 
to that amount to the home-made article. Add 
the duty to this, and it is 60 per cent. pro- 
tection. It was g great protection—enough for 
any interest—as much as the community should 
bear—as mach as & wise pouey should demand, 
Make it higher, and the daty will be a bare of 
contention, and the sport of polities} confliets, unul 
itis reduced, or broken down. Geta probibitery 
duty, or ai direct protective duty, and you 
only bring on a € tin which right and sirength 
will eventually prevaii—ihe right of the mass to 
pay no more than the wanis of the Government 
require; the strength cf the millions who consume, 
and who, ip he Jong ran, will defeat the units who 
tax for inordinate profit. A revenue duly rising 
as higa as 334 per e-ntum on sume articles, less 
on others, wita the expenses of importation, and 
the importers profit, is a great protecuon; and 
wise reanafaciarers shouid be coniented wiih il, 
and withdraw their interests from the Seld of poli- 
tics, and avoid the fate cf political parties. 
Mr. B, intended these remarks to be general, and 
to explain the principles on which be should give 
all bis votes in tie progress of this biil. 

Mr. BATES said there was one point: that 


ought, at this stage of the debate, to be better un- 
derstood than it seemed to be at present; and that 
is, what constitutes a revenue bill. The Senator 
from Mississippi says the duty of 5 cents on cot- 
ton-bagging will check or prevent the importation 
of it, and therefore that this duty is not for revenue, 

but for protection. The Senator from New Hamp- 

shire says that a much less general average of duty 

than this bill provides will produce more revenue, 

and therefore the biil is a bill for protection, and 

not for revenue. The Senator from South Caro- 

lina maintains that 20 per cent. is the true revenue 

standard. Now, with all deference, he said it 
seemed to him that this is taking a narrow view of: 
the subject—ihe view which a mere tenant at will,. 
or sufferance, or for a year only, would take, who: 
only looked to see how much he could gather up 

and carry off from a plantation or farm during his 
brief possession of it, without any regard to its 

future condition or permanent improvement. 

The Secretary of the Treasury——whose province 
itis, and in whom I have full confidence—sits 
down to devise the ways and means of carrying on 
the Government—not as a politician, but as a wise 
statesman; not during his official term merely, but 
for the permanent supplies of the treasury. He 
will come to the conclusion that the supplies ought 
to be derived from the customs—for this all-suffi- 
cient reason, among others: that about one-half the 
duties, in such case, will be paid hy foreign pro» 
ducers, in return for what we have been obliged 
to pay, in the same way, as the tobacco-planters, 
wheat-growers, &c. can abundantly satisfy him. 

In the next place, he will see that the customs 
must depend upon the imports, and the imports up- 
on the ability of the people to pay. A nation, in 
the long run, can only import what it pays for; and 
what it can pay for, it will import. This is the 
only limit to consdmption. The tendency of na- 
tions is uniformly, as it is of individuals in their 
expenditures, to go to the extent of their means— 
ofien beyond. ; . f 

These principles being recognised, which are as 
true as the Book, in looking over the list of artie 
cles upon which to impose duties, he comes to the 
cotton fabrics; and an ad valorem duty of 20 per 
cent. upon this article, he says, will give me abun- 
dance of revenue, but it will ruin the business, It 
will throw out of employment the multitudes who 

sare engaged in it, and who buy largely other im- 
ports that bear a heavy-duty, The factory girls 
will no longer be able to buy their Silks-ard-satins,.... 
and pretty bonnets and ribands, and kid gioves, and 
silk shoes, and lace capes, and the thousand other — 
things with which they know how to bedeck them- 
selves. I shall gain on the cotton, but I shall lose. 
on everything else. I shall gain on the cotton only 
for a year or two, and lose permanently on all be- 
side, and, in the end, on the cotton too. 

He comes to the article of woollens; and there 
meets with the same difficulty. Anad valorem 
duty of 20 per cent. will produce the same results, 
and will rain the farmers in their great staple of 
wool, to say nothing of their market for other 
things. 

He comes then to the agricultural products gen- 
-erally. Tere, again, a duty of 20 percent. will 
afford abundance of revenue; but, in the end, it 
will ruin the farmers, and hurt the revenue. We 
should have wheat, rye, corn, oats, barley, and 
po‘atoes, coming in upon us without limit. What 
would we do with the butter and lard to which the 
Senator from New Hampshire referred yesterday? 
Would he put the duty down to 20 per cent? No; 
he would raise ita cent bicher, as this bill does, 
and exeludeit—as Ishonld think any statesman: 
would, unlesshe acted upon the principle “The dl 
take the bindmost;? “Hat and drink to-day; die 
to-morrow. 

Tie comes to cotton- bagging, He reasons in the 
same way, and acis upon the same principle.. In 

hort, a wise statesman, intending to derive his 
revenue from the customs——looking to the future 
as well as to the present—-will, in forming his bill, 
have primary reference, as the only resource upon 
which he can rely, to the ability of the people, their 

business, their labor, their thrift; and he will so 
frame his bill as to protect, encourage, and pro- 
mote them-as the fathers of the Revolution did in 


` the price of 1839 was the real prise at 


their first. bill for. revenne—unless he means to de- 
sitoy ihe life.upon, which his system depends, and 
the only foundation. upon which it can rest. A 
bill, therefore, in my view, wisely constructed to 
this end, isa revenue bill; and not only so, but it 


is the only revenue bill that will or can be pere | 


manently productive. ‘The chairman of the com- 
mittee was right in his designation of it as such. 

The question was on Mr. Catnoun’s amend- 
ment to the amendment, substituting 20 per cent. 
ad valotem as the duty. on cotion-bagging; and it 
wag then taken by yeas and nays, and resulied in 
the negative—yeas 8, nays 33, as follows: 

YVEAS—Messrs. Bagby, Calhoun, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, 
Sevier, Walker, and. Woodbury—8. i 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Benton, 
Berrien, Buchanan, Choate, Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crit 
teiden, Dayton, Evans, Graham, Huntington, Kerr, Linn, 
Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Preston, Rives, 
Simmona, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, 
White, Woodbridge, and. Young—33. 

The question then recurring on the Finance Com- 
mittee’s amendment, to insert 34 cents instead of 5 
cents per square yard on cotton bagging —~ 

Mr. YOUNG moved to amend the amendment, 
by inserting 25 per cent. ad valorem, in place of 34 
cents per square yard. 

Mr. CALHOUN read, from a statement which 
he had obtained from the Treasury Department, 
that the daty on cotton bagging ia 1840, according 
to the: reduction ef the compromise act, was 2 
69-100. cents per square yard—which was equal to 
28 21-100 per cent. ad valorem. Surely a cash 
duty equal to this was protection. He would not 
argue further on the sabject;. for he did not. hope 
by argument to put down a system whie’a had been 
built up against allargument. But, ke wouldask, 
what principle was there for exempting copper 
sheathing for shipping, that did not apply to cotton 
bageing? 

Mr. EVANS eaid the answer was very plain: 
the object of exempting copper sheathing was to 
encourage the doing of work at home, which, but 
for this exemption, would be done abroad, and by 
foreigners, instead of by our own citizens. 

Mr. CALHOUN said it was just such an an- 
swer ashejexpected. Navigation, then, in this coun- 
try, could not stand against competiticn, unless 
sheathing were introduced duty free. Here was 
an-enormous charge upon the cotton-planter—a 
charge which would benefit him nothing; he 
would noi geta cent more for his coiion—and im- 
posed:too, at a time, when the planing interest 
was suffering more than any other, as had been 
welt portrayed by the Senator from Georgia [Mr. 
Curazert] yesterday. 

Mr. CUTHBERT said he desited to advert to 
one other point, which was, the caormous rate of 
duty whieh five cents a yard upon cotton-bagging 
imported. from. the. East Indies would produce. 
Mr. C. referred to official returns to show the quan- 
tity imported in 1839, and the rate per yard at 
which it was furnished to the American purchaser— 
nearly six cents and a half, A duty, then, of five 


‘cents per yard, would be upwards ofeighty per cent. 


ad valorem. 

Mr. SIMMONS observed that the Senator from 
Georgia was greatly mistaken, He held in his 
hand the price-cutrent of Calcutta for 1842, in 
which the price of gunny-bag cloth was quoted at 
9 81-100 cents per running yard. 

kir CUTHBERT explained that what ke had 
said was, that the price in 1829 was Oè cents; but 
the demand havisg greatly increased up to 1342, 
the price had ingeased. His argument was, that 
ait 
could be afforded. He stated how he bad firs: 
‘been induced to try gunny-bagaing; and ihat the 
result of his experience was, that he was satisfied 
it was destined to be an article which wouid be 
universally preferred to hemp-bagsing. 

The CHAIR asked 


tus 


red if the Genaier from IHinois 
bis anten- 


that i 
tion to call for ihe yeas and 
stated his reasons fer making the proposition. 
Thegeneral selling price of Re y ba 
was from 18 to 20 cents in Loulsvide; and pro 
bly, in New Orleans, from 20 to 22 cents. 
per cent, ad valorem would probably bring the price 
of gunpy-bagging to: the same rate in New Oreans 
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as Kentucky bagging; but the incidental protection 
to the latter would be in its own superiority; for it 
would undoubtedly be always preferred to gunay- 
bagging, at equal, or even higher prices. He 
stated, also, his reasons for preferring the ad va- 
lorem rate to a rate by the square yard. He 


called for the yeas and nays on his amendment, - 


which were ordered. ; 

Mr. WALKER said the 25 per cent. ad valorem 
duiy now proposed would be equal to the Finance 
Committee’s proposition of 32 cents, instead of 5 
cents per square yard. It wouid be equal tu the 
duty of 1840. The imported bagging was then 
6,786,889 yards, valued at $723,678, and paying 
$200,418 duty—that of the preceding year having 
been but $87,000. This was at the rate of 27 69-100 
per cent., which might be considered equivalent to 
the 25 per cent. duty now proposed. 

Mr.sCALHOUN explained that it would be 
even something higher. 

The yeas and nays were then taken; and the 
amendment was disagreed to—yeas 17, nays 27, as 
follows: 


YEAS—Megssrs.-Allen, Bagby, Berrien, Calhoun, Cuthbert, 
Fulton, Graham, King, Preston, Rives, Sevier, Smith of Con- 
necticut, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Woodbury, and Young 
—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Rayard, Benton, 
Buchanan, Choate, Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Day- 
ton, Evans, Huntington, Kerr, Merrick, Miiler, Morehead, 
Phelps, Porter, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Stur- 
geon, Tallmadge, White, and Woodbridge—27. 


Mr. ARCHER defined his position in relation 
to this question. He believed the duty of 5 cents 
arevenue duty; but he thought it was too high. 
He would be inclined to consider the proposition 


of the Finance Committee be:ter. His object was to ` 


furnish speedily, and at almost any cost, sufficient 
revenue to relieve the Government from what hie 
conceived to be a state of intolerable degradation. 
Believing, then, that this was the only bill which 
could be got this session, he would take it as it 
was, and give his vote while the bill was in com- 
mittee of the whole, in favor of 5 cents. He 
might, however, in the Senate vote for 32 cenis; 
but that would depend on cireumstances. 

The question was then taken on the Finance 
Committee’s amendment, to substitute 34 cents per 
square yard, for 5 cents; and resulted in the nega- 
tive—yeas 21, nays 25, as follows: 

YisAS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Berrien, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Cuthbert, Fulton, Graham, King, McRobeits, Pro: 
ton, Rives, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Tappan, Walker, 
Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, and Wright—21. 

NAY#—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Dates, Bayard, Choate, 
Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Hunting- 
ton, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Pheips, Por- 
ter, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Sturgeon, ‘Tall- 
madge, White, and Woodbridge—25. 


Mr. WALKER moved to insert 4 cents. 

Mr. EVANS considered the commitice’s amend: 
ment disposed of. 

Mr. WALKER would offer his amendment at 
another time. ` 

The question then came up on the second amend- 
ment, proposed by the Finance Committee; which 
was, on iron in bars or bolis, not manufactured in 
whole or in part. by rolling, instead of $17 per ton, 
to insert $16 per ton. 

The yeas and nays being deraanded, were or- 


dered, and resulted in the negative—-yeas 23, nays 


26, as follows: 
YEAS—Messtgs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Berrien, Calhoun, 


Cuthbert, Fulton. Graham, King, Linn, McRoberts, Mangum, 


Preston, Rives, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Tappan, W 
ker, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young. 

NAYS—Alessrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Buchanan, 
Choate, Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Orit en, Dayton, Evans, 
Huntington, Kerr, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Pheips, Porter, 
Sisamous, Smith of Indiaua, Sprague, Sturgeon, Tallinadge, 
White, and Woodbridge —26, 

‘The next amendment was on bar or bolt iron 
made wholly or in part by rolling, instead of 
$27 50 per ton, to insert $24 per ton. 

The yeas and nays on this amendment were 
ealled for and ordered, and resuliec—yeas 24, nays 
25, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Bagby, Benton, Bertien, Cal- 
koun, Cuthbert, Futton, Graham, King, Linn, McRobe S 
Mangnm, Preston, Rives, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Tap- 
pa Waer, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and 
TO 3 S 
YS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Buchanan, Choate, 
ayton,Conrad, Craits, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Hunting. 
ica, Kerr, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Sim mons, 
Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Sturgeoa, Talimadge, White, and 
Woodbridge—25. i 


| 


So the amendment was rejected. 

The next amendment was as follows: In the pros 
viso extending the indulgence of existing laws to 
railroad companies for iron imported for railroads, 
instead of 1843, to insert 1845. 

Mr. BERRIEN explained the objects which the 
Finance Committee had in view in proposing this 
amendment. 


He had heard, with pleasure, the general ex- 
pression of a disposition to encourage domestic” 
industry; but on that subject he had no sectional 
feelings, He would, however, say that, if any- 
thing required cncouragement, it was the system of 
internal communication, in which the. commerce 
of the whole Unica had a deep interest, 


The railroads in ihe Southern portion of the 
country were commenced on the pledge of laws 
that iron used in their construction was to be im- 
ported free of duty. lie asked the Senate to sus- 
tain this pledge. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he had felt an irresistible 
repugnance to engage in the discussion of a bill 
which they must all be aware would end in noth- 
ing. He had omitted, for this reason, to say a 
word regarding the duty on hammered iron, 
although he could have shown conclusively 
ihat thé duty of $17 aton would not be equal to 
30 percent. Butthis did appear to him so re- 
markable an amendment, considering all that had 
taxen place, that he could not omit saying a few 
words upon i He would not say there had been 
a compromise between the Senator from Georgia 
and himself; yet it was as much like a compromise 
as anythiag that he had ever known; and one for 
which he (Mr. B.) had incurred considerable cen- 
sure tco. Es undertook, it was true, to agree that 
the privilege of importing railroad iron duty free, 
should continue until the 4th of March, 1843; and 
he had assented to that, at atime when be knew 
there were extensive preparations being made in 
some of the districts of Pennsylvania for the man- 
ufactare of thé article. i 

Now, what was proposed to be done? To ex- 
tend that privilege for two years longer, and to- 
permit ircn thus imported to be laid down three 
years hereafter—thus annihilating all duty upon 
railroad iron for a period of five years. This- 
was the proposed amendment. And he would ask 
(but he supposed he might ask in vain) if it were 
right, while all the operative classes were subjected 
to the payment of a duty, in some shape or other, 
that the railroad companies should alone be exempt. 
Why should they be privileged above all others? 
He had no feeling of hostihty towards those come 
panies—-very far from il; but he would say that 
they ought atleast to be placed upon the same 
footing as individuals.’ Exelusive privileges ex- 
tended to them, would be clearly in vioiation of 
common right. 

What had the treasury already lost by that un- 
fortunate act of Congress? I: bad lost, up to this 
time, according to documents now lying on your 
table, $4,800,000—equal toa premium of $500,000 
ayear granted out of the treasury to those rail- 
road companies—an actual gratuity or donation, 
This, he (Mr. B.) considered a great injustice to 
the public revenue, and he trusted the Senate 
would soncur with him that they were not entitled 
to these privileges. 

“ir, MILLER observed that there could be no 
better evidence of the fact that this was a bill for 
revenue, and viewed in that light alone by the 
Committee of Ways and Means, than this very 
poriion of it which was now sought te be amended, 

He proceeded at some lengih to show, from stae 
tistics, that a sa e of upwards of three millions 
of dollars of reveaue had been made for railroads, 
Withont prodazing the least benefit to the railroad 
upanies themselves, or to the country. The 
effect of leaving railroad iron free of daty had 
been, to throw into the hands of a few capitalists 
in Engiand all ihe money which should have been 
reecived by the treasury of the United States. 

The amendment was rejected. 

The next amendment was on the same sabjeet: 
on procf that said iron is actually and perma- 
nently laid down for use on any railway or ins 
clined plane— 


c 


ea 
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Strike out tọ, the middle of the eighteenth line, and insert 
“within three years from the time of importation: Provided, 
That noiron shall be considered as railroad iron, but such as is 
prepared to be laid permanently on railroads or inclined planes, 
without further manufacture; and spikes, pins, and chains 
shallnot be considered as railroad iron.” 


‘Mr. BERRIEN further-explained the nature of 
this amendment. 

It was asked why should iron laid down on rail- 
roads. be exempted from duty? He would reply, 
for. the protection of the industry of the country. 
It was withholding from a portion of the industry 
of the country (the iron manufacturers) a bounty at 
the expense of another portion of the industry of 
the country. ` 

‘That portion of the country which has perfect- 
ed its railroads, and enjoyed the benefit of laws 
which gave them the advantage of importing their 
iron, now come forward to prohibit the railroads 
of the South from the same benefits. He called for 
the yeas and nays, which were ordered. 

The subject was further debated by Messrs. 
MILLER, BERRIEN, and BUCHANAN. 

Mr. BERRIEN moved tc amend the amend- 
ment at the close ofthe section, line 17, after the 
word plan, “the construction of which has been 
already commenced, and which shall be necessary 
for the completion of the same.” 

This amendment was adopted. 

The question was then taken on the amend- 
ment, as amended, and resulted in the negative— 
yeas 14, nays 32, as follows: 


YEAS—Messra. Archer, Bagby, Berrien, Calhoun, Cuth- 
bert, Fulton, Graham, Mangum, Preston, Sevier, Tallmadge, 
Walker, Wright, and Young—14. 

NAYS—Moessrs. Allen, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Benton, 
Buchanan, Choate, Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, 
Dayton, Evans, Huntington, Kerr, Linn, Merrick, Miller, 
Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Rives, Simmons, Smith of Con- 
necticut, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Sturgeon, Tappan, 
White, Wilcox, Williams, and Woodbridge—32. 

The next amendment was on iron in pigs, in- 
stead of $10 per ton, to insert $9 per ton; which 
‘was rejected. f . 

The next was to strike out “on plates or sheets 
of which copper is the material of chief value, 
and on patent sheathing metal composed in part 
of copper, 2 cents per pound.” 

Mr. WRIGHT hoped the amendment would be 
adopted. He could not, atso late an hour of the 
day, detain the Senate to debate it, but would call 
for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the ques- 
tion was decided in the negative—yeas 21, nays 
25, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Berrien, Calhoun, 
Fulton, Graham, King, McRoberts, Preston, Rives, Sevier, 
‘Smith of Connecticut, Tallmadge, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, 
Williams, Woddbury, Wright, and Young—2l. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choate. 
Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Hunting- 
ton, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Por- 
ter, Simmuns, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Sturgeon, White, 
and Woodbridge—25. 

The next was, instead of 20 percent. ad va- 
Jorem on watches and watch materiais, to insert 
7% per cent, ad valorem; which was rejected, 

Whe next was, to change 124 per cent. on dia- 
monds to 7 per cent.; which was rejected. 

The next was, lo change 20 per cent. cn gems, 
pearls, or precious stones, to 74 per cent; which 
was also rejected. 

The next was, to include among sugars, brown 
clayed sugars; which was aiso rejected. 

The next was, among articles exempted from 
duty, to include flaxseed; which was also rejected. 

The next was, also to iuclude “plates or sheets 
of copper suited and designed for sheathing ves- 
sels; and patent metal sheets used for the same 
purpose; which was also rejected. 

The next was, making the drawback on foreign 
sugar refined in the United States, “equal iz amount 
to the duty paid on the foreign sugar ‘rom which 
itshall be manufactured, and no more; to be as- 
certained under such regulations as saall be pre- 

scribed by the Secretary of the Treasury;” which 
was also rejected. 

The next was, to include in ine ad valorem duty 
authorized by the act, “a cherge of commissions a! 
the usual rates,” as the home value “at the port 
where the same may be entered;” which was also 
rejected. 

Mr. BUCHANAN moved to strike cut the 27th 
section of the bill; which reads as follows: 


And be it further enacted, That the proviso to the sixth 
section of the act entitled “An act to appropriate the proceeds 
of the sales ofthe public land and to grant pre-emption rights,” 
approved September 4th, 1841, be, and the same is hereby, 
repealed. - 

Mr. B. said he had a few words, and but a few 
words, to say on that subject; but as it might give 
rise to debate, ke would move an aGjournment. 

The Senate then adjourned. 
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Satorpay, July 30, 1842. 

The following bills, returned from the Senate 
with amendments, were severally considered, and 
the amendments were agreed to: 

The bill to constitu‘e the ports of Stonington, 
Mystic river, and Pawcatuck into a collection dis- 
trict. 

The bill to regulate arrests on mesne 
Washington county, D. C. 

Tie bill to authorize the Shenandoah Bridge 
Company, at Harper’s Ferry, to erect a bridge over 
the lands of the United States. 

The following bills from the Senate were seve- 
rally read twice, and referred : 

The bill to protect the revenues, and prevent.the 
charges upon the treasury of the Post Office De- 
partment. . 

The bill to provide satisfaction for claims aris- 
ing under the 14th and 19th articles of the treaty 
of Dancivg Rabbit creek. 

The bill for the relief of William H. Robertson, 
Daniel H. Garrow, and J. W. Symington. 

The bill to auihorize the Solicitor of the Treas- 
ury to adjust and compromise the claims of the 
United States against Henry Daniel and Thomas 
Triplett, jr. > 

The bil! reiating to land in the Greensburg 
district, Louisiana. 

The bill for the relief of Hugo Krebs. 

The bill to amend the act supplementary to the 
act to amend the judicial system of the United 
States; and 

The bill to regulate appeals and writs of error 
inthe district court of the United States for the 
northern district of Alabama. 

The act supplementary to ihe act for the relief of 
Clark Woodroof was, by general consent, carried 
through its different stages, and passed. 

The SPEAKER announced that reports from 
standing committees were in order. 

Mr. HARRIS, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, made a report, accompanied by a bill, con- 
cerning the Stockbridge trike of Indians, and 
moved that the report and bill be printed; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. A. V. BROWN wished to make an appeal 
to the House totake up Senate bill 269, relative 
to the payment for horses lost, &c. in the Florida 
war. A great many honest claimants were inter- 
ested; and he hoped that, if the bill were taken up, 
an amendment might be agreed on, which, he 
thought, would obviate all objections to its pas- 
sage. 

Mr. SFANLY objected, and the motion was not 
received. 

Mr. CARUTIZERS, from the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, to which had been referred the 
resolution on ihe subject of the Texan boundary, 
made a report, concluding witha resolution that it 
is inexpedieni to continue the running of ihe line at 

resvui, i 
ij Mr. TALIGFERRO, from the Committce on 
Revolutionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief 
of Berry Traxton; whieh was read twice, and re- 
ferred. 

Mr. T., from the same committee, made adverse 
reporis on the petitions of Sarak Johnion and J. 
MicClung. 

Mr. G. DAVES, fom the Commiitee on the 
Terriories, reporied a bill anthorizing a grant of 
tvo lois in St Augustin 1a corporation of that 
city, for the uce of the Cathoiic charch: read twice, 
and reierred, 

Bir. MORRIS made 
itieas of John Meu: 


process in 


vofasorable reports on the 
aghsa, Mary Jones, and 


OLD, from tke Seleet Committee to 
which was referred the bill reducing ine pay and 
mujeage of members of Cougress, and of ine civil, 


military, and naval officers of the Government, re- 
ported the same with amendments; which were. 
read. Í 

[The amendments provide tkat the bill shall take 
effect from the 5th day of November next, instead 
of. 5th December: A 

That the pay of members of Congress, which. is.. 
reduced by the bill to $6 per day, shall cease du- 
ring their absence from theirrespective Houses, ex- 
cept in case of sickness of themselves or families, 
or when excused by the House; and 

The following scale of reductions for the sala- 
ries of the several officers of the Government is 
proposed in lieu of that in the original bill: 

Ist. From and after the Ist day of January, 
1843, the pay and emoluments of all the officers of 
the Federal Government in the civil department, 
excepting officers of the diplomatic corps serving | 
abroad, the Commissioner of Pensions, and officers 
whose pay and emoluments do not exceed the sum 
of $1,000 per annum, and those the reduction of 
whose salaries is prohibited by the Constitution, 
shall be reduced at the following rates: Officers re- 
ceiving salaries of $3,000 and upwards, shall. be re- 
duced at the rate of 20 per cent.; Jess than $3,000 
and over $1,000, 122 per cent.: Provided, That no 
officer shall be reduced below $1,000 per annum; 
and that no officer, excepting those of the diplo- 
malic corps, shall, after the Ist day, of January, 
1843, receive for salary, fees, emoluments, or per 
quisites of office, a greater compensation for any 
one year than $5,000. i 

2d. That where an officer receives a given per 
centum, the rate per centum shall be reduced 
20 per cent., excepting deputy postmasters whose 
compensations are less than $1,000. 

3d. That ail expenses, other than salaries of of- 
ficers of the judiciary, shall be reduced 20 per 
cent.; and all perquisites, fees, and costs which the 
United Siates may be required to pay on process 
issuing from the courts of the United States shall 
be reduced 20 percent. ` 

4th. That the pay of all the officers of the navy 
and army shall be reduced 20 per cent. for pay, 
rations, and other perquisites, except where an offi- 
cer receives less than tworations; and, in that case, 
his allowance for rations sball not be reduced. 

5th. No officer of the army or navy shali be 
allowed a greater sum than six cents per mile for 
transportation of baggage; and salaried civil offi- 
cers shall receive -no other pay or compensation 
than the salaries allowed their bytes]... 

Mr, ARNOLD observed that he thought the” 
most proper course to be taken with this bill would 
be to print it, and assign it for the earliest day con- 
sistent with the convenience of the House. Gens 
tlemen, he said, would have to meet this case, and 
he thought they had better do it with as little delay 
as possible. For himself, he was ready to meet it 
now; but as gentlemen, no doubt, would prefer 
being acquainted with its details fally before they 
acted on it, he would move io- have it printed, 
and made the order of the day for Monday 
next. “Every gentleman who thought proper could 
also supgest such amendments as he deemed neces- 
sary. Fle hoped this proposition would be acceded 
to. Thecountry expected ihem to act on the sub- 
ject prompily, and they owed it to themselves to 


doso. Li gentlemen would not. consent to print 
this bill, and assiga it for the day he had named, 
he should insist on disposing of it at once. 


Mr. GWIN, from the minority of the commit- 
ice, presented a counter-repert, accompanied by a 
bil, which was read. 

{This report docs not touch on the civil, mili- 
fary and naval cficers of the Government, and res 
fers only to the pay and mileage of members of 
Congress. The bill provides that, from and after 
the present session cf Congress, each member of 
ihe Senate ard House of Representatives shall re- 
ve $8 fo: every twenty miles? travel to the seat 
of Government from- his residence, going by the 
must usual route, and thé same sam for returaing 
home; aiso, $8 for each day’s attendance in their 
respective Houses, provided the session shell not 
continue longer than five monihs; but if tue ses- 
sion continues longer than that period, then they 
shall receive, for the remainder of such session, $4 


a day.] 
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“Mr. CALHOUN made the question of order, 
whether a minority of a commitiee could report a 
bill. Á 
Mr. BOWNE, one of the committee, replied 
that they had not reported it as a bill, but merely 
as, notice of an amendment that would be offered 
-when the ‘bill should come up. He would now 
move that the bill be referred to the Committee of 
the Whole, and would briefly assign bis reasons 
fot the’ motion. On the introduction of this 
bill, and ‘before its reference to a select committee, 
a great effort was made to pass it, without any ex- 
amination whatever. The House, however, came 
to the conclusion that the subject was of such a 
magnitude as (o require a reference to a select com- 
mittee; and it was made. He then supposed. that 
it was the determination of the House to have this 
matter examined into, and a report made, to in- 
form the members of: the House, and enlighten 
their judgments, so as to enable them to act on this 
subject as its importance deserved. Flow far that 
object had been accomplished, he could in a single 
word inform the House. On the day of the an- 
nouncement of the committee, they were summon- 
ed to meet. at 5 o'clock in the afternoon. The 
House adjourned about the time the commiitee 
were to meet; and they met soon after. The ma- 
jority determined at once to take up the bill, and 
dispose of it without obtaining any information, or 
any facts to enable them to legislate correctly on 
this important subject. 
Mr. C. BROWN here interrupted Mr. B., and 
made a few observations, which were not heard. 
Mr, BOW NE said that this reporthad been made 
to the House precisely in the same situation in which 
the bill was when first introduced; that is, unac- 
companied by any facts or information whatever. 
Under ‘these circumstances, ke was opposed to 
making it the special order of the day for Monday, 
when, by the operation of the previous question, 
it could be hurried through without any amend- 
ment or alteration whatever. If they referred it 
to the Ccmmittee of the Whole, the subject might 
be discussed, and amendments adopted, so that the 
bill would be sufficiently matured to act upon 
when reported to the House. These were the rea- 
sons for making his motion. 
‘Mr. CROSS submitted the following as an 
amendment that he should offer at the proper time: 


Buike out all after the enacting clause, and insert: “That, 
from and after the first day of November next, the per diem 
nay of Sonatoce aint members of the House of Representatives 
shail not exceed, at any session of Congress thereatier, the sum 
of four dollars per day after the expiration of five months 
from the commencement of such session; and thatthe mileage 
of.said Senators and members shall not exceed six dollars for 
every twenty miles travel, in going to and returning from the 
seat of the General Government of the United States—to be 
computed on the most direct usual route travelled from the res- 
idence of said Senators and mambers respectively: Provided, 
That no Senator or Representative shall receive per diem pay 
for any day, or number of days, he is absent irom the body to 
which he belongs, unless such absence be on leave ofsaid body, 
or occasioned by the sickness of himsclfor family; and in the 
two latter cages, he shall be required to state in writing the 
cause of his absenes.”” 

Mr. ARNOLD replied to the remarks of those 
who had complained of a desire on his part to pre- 
cipitate action upon this bill. It seemed to bim 
that the measure was not so palatable to many 
gentlemen now, as formerly, when it was intro- 
duced by him. The opposition at this time came 
with a bad grace from many gentlemen, He honed 
they would yet consent fo meet the question fairiy, 
and not refer the bill to the Commitee of the 
Whole, where the debate would be interminable. 

Mr. BOWNE suggested that, unless the bill 
should be sent to the Committee of the Whole, it 
could not be perfected. in the House, twenty 
amendments might be offsred, and all cut off by 
the previous question; whieh would bring the 
House to a direct vote on the engrossment of the 
bill. 

Mr. ARNOLD still contended that it would be 


better to discuss the billin the EZonse, than in Gom- 
mittee of the Whole. He wished the yeas and 
nays taken, in order to see who were sincere in 
their course in relation to this bill. 

Mr. PROFFIT thought the gentleman was mis- 
“taken in imputing insiacerity te any of those who 
‘had voted for the bill here:ofore, and also in ihe 
that anyone had accused him of insincerity. 
ould. ask the gentieman if he expected to get 
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a vote upon the bill half as quickly in the House, 
as by referring it to the Committee of the Whole. 
In the House, the motions in relation to it would 
be interminable, the debate interminable, and the 
ayes and noes interminable. Should the bill, how- 
ever, be refetred to the Committee of the Whole, 
it would be in the power’ of the House, at any 
time, to take it out, and come to a vole upon it. 

Mr. CUSHING rose to a question of order. 
He contended that, according to the rales of the 
House, the bill must necessari'y go to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole. He entered into an argament 
to prove the justice of bis conclusion, and was 
sustained by Mr. POPE. 

The SPEAKER adhered to the decision hereto- 
fore made, that the bill might be acted on without 
referring it to the Committee of the Whole. 


Mr. EVERETT took an appeal from this de- 
cision; which appeal was briefly debated by Messrs. 
TILLINGHAST and ARNOLD, until the ex: 
piration of the morning hour; when Mr. PROFFIT 
called fot the orders of the day. By general con- 
sent, the bill was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. BIRDSEYE made an adverse 
name not heard. 

Mr. POPE made an effort to get up several bills 
which had been reported, in relation to the Terri- 
tories, and now on their third reading; but without 
success. 


The bill for the relief cf Samuel Fatticon, re- 
ported from the Committee of the Whole, without 
amendment, was read a third time, and passed. 

Also, a bill to confirm certain land claims in 
the State of Louisiana—namc not heard. 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of Wm. 
D. Cheever, which had been reported from the 
Committee of the Whole, with the understanding 
that it would be opposed in the House, was taken 
up on its third reading. 

Mr. ©. JOHNSON addressed the House at 
length in opposition to the bill, and was succeeded 
by Mr. GILDDINGS in its favor. 

Mr. COWEN offered an amendment, which was 
agreed to; and the bill was passed through its final 
sla ges, 

tbo next bill taken up and passed was “A. hill 
to restore to certain invalid and other pensioners 
the amount of pension by them relinquished.” 

A bill for the relief of William Scott, of Beaver 


report— 


. county, Pennsylvania, was taken up on the ques- 


tion of engrossment, 


Mr. MALLORY opposed the bill, He said it 
was a claim for a pension by a man who, eighteen 
years ago, while driving a wagon in a militia 
company, caught the rheumatism; and, if they 
granted pensions in such cases, they might pass 
tariff bills, to raise the necessary means, without 
number. He moved to lay the bill on the table, 
and it was agreed to: the vote (taken by tellers) 
being 77 in the affirmative, and 47 in the negative. 

The next was a bill for the relief of the widow 
and children of Benjamin W. Hopkins, deceased, 
Mr. Hopkins, the deceased, many years ago, con- 
tracted with the Government to erezi a fort at Mo- 

le; and, in consequence of some delay on the 
part of the Government in appointing an agent to 
fix the location, (orsome other like purpose, ) it was 
alleged that Efopkins sustained an injery to his in- 
terests, for which his widow and children sought 
to recover compensation by the present claim. 

Mr. MALLORY said the claim had no greater 
merit than the one jnst Jaid on the table, and he 
made a like moiion in this case. 

Explanations were made by Messrs. GID- 
DINGS, TOMLINSON, PARMENTER, and 
COW EW; after which, the question was taken, and 
the bill was rejected. 

Toe biii for the relief of Isaac Justice was taken 
np and diseussed by Messrs. ARNOLD and MAL- 
LORY. 

Mr. MALLORY moved to lay iton the table. 
Rejected—ayes 66, noes 66; the SPEAKER voting in 
the negative. f 

Bir. ARNOLD having called for the previous 
question on th> engrossment of the biil, it was 
seconded by the House, and the main question or- 


eos 


dered. The main question was then taken, and 
resulted in ayes 54, noes 57-—-no quorum voting. 
Mr. PROFFIT moved a call of the House, but 


_ subsequently withdrew ihe motion. 


he question on the engrossment of the bill was 
then taken by yeas and nays, and resulted—yeas 
62, nays 66. So the bill was rejected. 


A message was received from the Senate, an= 
nouncing the passage of sundry bills by that body, 
and their concurrence in the reportof the commit» 
tee of conference opon the navy. appropriation 
bill. 

The bill for the relief of James Nimblett, re- 
ported from the Committee of the Whole, with 
a recommendation that it be rejected, was then 
taken up. 

Mr. EVERETT called for the reading of the 
report of the Commitice on Invalid Pensions; 
which. was read. 


The bill was then, under the operation of the 
previous question, rejected, by a vote of 81 to 41. 


CONFERENCE ON THE NAVY BILL. 


Mr. WISE, from the Committee of Conference 
on the part of the House of Representatives, made 
a report reconciling the differences between the 
two Houses upen the bill making appropriations 
for the naval service. 


The report was then read for information, (fora 
copy of which see Senate proceedings.) 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON objected to its reception 
at this time. 

Mr. WISE moved a suspension cf the rules for 
that purpose. 

Mr. SPRIGG moved that the House adjourn: 
rejected. 

The rules were then suspended—ayes 105, noes 
not counted, 

Mr. WISE said he hoped the report would be 
concurred in, He would desire to make an expla- 
nation; but as there was a strong desire to have the 
bill disposed of, he called for the previous question. 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON appealed to the gentle- 
man from Virginia [Mr. Wiss] to withdraw his 
motion, and let the House know what it was doing 
in voting upon this report. He hoped the House 
would not order the main question to be put, until 
it understood the nature of the report made from 
the conference committee. ' 


The previous question was then carried, and the 
report ‘of the. conference commitiee concurred in 
by the House—yeas 98, nays 28. 


So the navy appropriction bill only needs the. sige 
nature of the President to become es law. 


CONTINGENT APPROPRIATION. BILL. 


The House then took up the bill legalizing and 
making appropriations for such necessary objects 
as have been usually included in the general ap- 
propriation bills without authority of law; and to 
fix and provide for certain incidental expenses of 
the departments and offices of ihe Government, and 
for other purposes. This bill passed through the 
Committee of the Whole on Friday last, when Mr. 
Gextay moved a recommittal, for the purpose of 
making some observations thereon. He, however, 
gave way, with the understanding that he should 
have the floor on the question of engrossment. 


Mr. GENTRY new proceeded to address the 
House, and complained that the bill was not pre- 
pared in accordance with the views of the House. 
He repeatedly gave way to motions to adjourn; 
but, on the yeas and nays being demanded, he pro- 
ceeded. He said not only was there no reduction 
of salaries, bu: there was an increase in the num- 
ber cf clerks. There were, it was true, some 
savings effected; but they amounted to but $9,000. 

Aller speaking some lime, he said he was speak- 
ing for effeet here, and not elsewhere; and as there 
were so few to listen to him, ke would move an 
adjournment. 

Mr. ARNOLD (who wes temporarily acting as 
Speaker) announced that the House was adjourned, 
and lef: the chair, without taking the question, and 
while Mr. J. R. Ivazrsont was demanding the 
yeas and nays. [This singular dismissal of the 
House creaied roars of Jaughter.] 

The House adjourned at a quarter past 3 o'clock; 
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Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, 
to which had been referred House bill making ap- 
Propriations for the support of the army, and the 
military academy at West Point, for the year 1842, 
as returned from the House with disagreeing 
votes, reported the same back, with a recommend- 
ation that the Senate insist on all its amendments 
to which the House had disagreed, and to agree 
to the amendment made by the House to the 9th 
amendment of the Senate. Mr. E. said bis pur- 
pose was to have the vote taken on the proposi- 
tions of the committee, with the view of suggest- 
ing that a committee of conference be appointed 
to adjust the disagreeing votes. 

The item in the bill making an appropriation to 
defray the expenses of suppressing Indian hostili- 
ties in Florida, was so amended by the Senate as 
to make the appropriation cover arrearages. The 
House amended this, by adding the following pro- 
viso: 

Provided, That no more than $146,296 73 shall be applied 
to the payment of arrearages; and no such arrearages shail be 


paid, unless they are for services rendered, or for supplies fur- 
nished, in pursuance of law. 


The question was then taken on concurring | 


with the House in the above amendment; and it 
was agreed to. 

The question was then taken on insisting on all 
the other amendments cf the Senate; and it was 
carried in the affirmative. 

Mr. EVANS then moved that a Committee of 
Conference be appointed en the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses. 

Mr. PRESTON said it would be recollected that 
a bill had passed the Senate, proposing to reor- 
ganize and reduce the army. The difficulty of 
business in the House was such, that that bill had 
not been reached. He was disinclined to ask a 
conference, until he saw what disposition the 
House would make of that bill; for such action 
might render the conference unnecessary. If a 
conference were appointed before the House took 
up and considered that bill, it might have the ef- 
fect to indispose the House to act uponit. His 
impressions were, that the House misapprehended 
the views of the Senaie; and he believed, after it 
had a proper understanding of them, which would 
be derived from the bill passed by the Senate al- 
luded to, it would withdraw all objection to the 
amendments upon which a conference was suggest- 
ed. He, therefore, moved to postpone the subject 
of a conference till to-morrow. 

Mr. EVANS was not tenacious about the delay 
proposed, but he was inclined to think that the 
Senate would have to resort to a committee of 
conference in the end, 

Mr. PRESTON thought not, 


The question was then put on postponing the- 


question of conference tiil to-morrow, and carried 
in the affirmative—ayes 21, noes not counted, 


NATURALIZATION LAWS. 

Mr. WALKER, in pursuance of notice given 
on Saturday, asked leave to introduce ja Bill re- 
ducing from five to two years the term of residence 
required by law for the naturalization 9f foreign- 
ers. 

Mr. ARCHER was understood to say that the 
subject was one of too grave a character to go into 
the discussion of, at the heel of the session; and, 
believing that the naturalization Jaws were suffi- 
cient for all present purposes, he hoped the Senate 
would resist the bill on the threshold. He moved 
to lay the motion for leave on the table, 

Mr. WALKER said, if there was any contes! 
upon this bill, he would feel called upon to saya 
few words, and to cail for the yeas and nays 
Why should it be thought so extraordinary? J ask 
only to revive the original aci, passed by the first 
Congress, under the adininistration of General 
Washington—an act passed by the founders of the 
Government, and sanctioned by Washington him- 


| 


self, the Father of his Country. Is it extraordinary 
thai I should ask to revive such an act, and passed 
under such circumstances? It was more extraor- 
dinary that the Senator from Virginia [Mr. Arci- 
ER] should feel himself called upon to resist leave 
to mtroduce a bill to re-enact a law which received 
such high sanction—the great Washington, and the 
framers of the Constitution. It is true, the time 
for the naturalization of foreigners was afterwards 
very much elongated by the celebrated alien law. 
It was extended by that law to the period of four- 
teen years; and was afterwards reduced, step by 
step, by various enactments, until it was brought 
down to five years. Iam for coming back to the 
period assigned by the first law. And why should 
wenot? The number of aliens in this country, ac- 
cording to the census returns of 1830, was, at that 
time, 107,832. There was no call for a return of 
the number of aliens in the census of 1840; but if 
the number has increased in proportion to the 
tables of emigration, there will be 283,543. Now, I 
entirely object to having so large a number of 
aliens amongst the population of this country—par- 
ticularly as 1 do not believe they desire to be aliens. 
They came here with the bona fide intention of be- 
coming citizens—of making this their adopted 
country, in war and peace. The most, if not all 
of them, came here with the intention of entering 
upon and eultivating our soil, and developing the 
resources of the country; with the ixtention of 
making for themselves and families a permanent 
home, of amalgamating their interests with our in- 
terests, and of defending and sustaining our free 
institutions. Why, then, should thay be debarred 
the rights of citizenship? My attention was first 
brought to this matter by the debate which grew 
out of the McLeod case. In proportion as you 
increase the number of aliens, you increase the ju- 
risdiction of your Federal courts. Those courts 
bave jurisdiction in all. eases in which an alien is 
a party; and with a vast emigration, such as we 
now have flowing into this country, the business of 
the Supreme Court of the United States will neces- 
sarily be prodigiously increased. 


We find already that so great is the augmenta. 
tion cf business in that court, that they were un- 
able, at its las! sitting, to dispose of one half of the 
business. When I look at what took place this 
very session in relation to cases in which aliens 
are parties, [am really alarmed at this enormous 
suetch of Federal power; and that very circum- 
stance renders more apparent, to my mind, the ne- 
cessity for diminishing the number of those indi- 
viduals, in respect of whom the jurisdiction of the 
Federal courts can be applied. 


But there are other reasons, which I might state 
more at length, had I anticipated the possibility of 
any such objection as has been offered by the Sen- 
ator from Virginia to the introduction of this bill. 
But I will content myself, for the present, with 
those I have adverted to, because I do not appre- 
hend that the Senate will take the unusual course 
of rejecting a biil at the moment of its introduction; 
or, rather, not permit its intrcduction at all. Every 
steamboat that gocs to the West is crowded with 
emigrants, who go there for the purpose of pur- 
chasing lands, and of plecing their families there. 
The exclusion of these pecple from citizenship has 
been so severely felt, that two of the Western 
States have given them the right to vote. This is 
an anomalous state of things; and it has been 
brought about by charging the state of the law 
from two to five years. There is no reason why 
they may not become citizens at the end of two 
years, as well as at the end of five, 

The founders and the flamers of the Govern- 
ment and the Constitation of the country thought 
with me, and I am desirous of restoring that state 
of the law which was established by them. Bur 
there is another consideration which makes it de- 
sirable that such a bill as this should be passed; 
and that is, incase of war yon would have 300,000 
aliens within the limits of your territory, and most 
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of them residing along your Western frontier, who, 
if not naturalized, will undoubtedly be claimed “by 
some foreign power. In case of war, it would'be 
particularly proper that their number should: Ke 
diminished; and this will be accomplished ‘by thè 
measure which I now propose. 

I am rejoiced to see the immense numbers of 
foreigners that are landing upon the shores of our 
happy soil. I hold out to them the hand of wel» 
ceme. Do we not see the efforts that are being 
made to divert emigration from this country io the 
British Provinces and to Australia? They ate told 
that, by going to a British colony, they will at 
once be entitled to the privilege of citizenship; 
whereas, if they come here, they are subjected to à 
deprivation of those privileges for a period of five 
years. I wish to see them come, and become citi 
zens; and populate our fertile and extensive re» 
gions in the West, that our institutions may be 
carried to the very shores of the Pacific. 

Mr. ARCHER desired the honorable gentleman 
to be assured that, in making the resistance he 
bad to the introduction ef this bill, he designed no 
personal disrespect to him. He desired the gentle- 
man to be assured furthermore, that while he in- 
tended no disrespect towards him, by resisting, at 
this early stage, the introduction of the bill; he 
was totally averse to the admission of foreigners, 
upon other terms than now existed, to a participa- 
lion in tke rights and privileges of citizenship. 
The reason which existed at the time of the for- 
mation of the Government for limiting the period 
of exclusion to two years only, did not apply in 
the present state of the country. The argument 
of the honorable gentleman in relation to the Jaw 
which was passed at that period by our ancestors, 
was disproved by himself: for, according to his 
own showing, they very soon departed from it, 
and fixed fourteen years as the period of residence 
required before a foreigner could be naturalized, 
but finding that was too long, they came back to 
the intermediate term of five years, which he (Mr. 
A.) considered the proper, just, and reasonable time. 
The honorable gentleman had railed against his 
Opposition to the introduction of this bill, as if he 
was desirous of repelling foreigners. He (Mr. A.} 
certainly did not desire that, upon their arrival in 
this country, they should at once te entitled to all 
the privileges of citizens; but he would not prevent 
them from acquiring property, and preparing 
themselves for the enjoyment of those political 
rights and privileges which belong to the citizens 
of this country. He did not believe that any good 
man ever entirely renounced his attachment to the 
soil upon which he was born. Would it, then, 
be proper, in any sense, to admit at once a large 
class of persons, having foreign attachments and 
feelings adverse to ours? He repudiated such a 
doctrine altogether; and for the purpose (if the 
honorable gentleman would allow him to say it 
without offence) of stigmatising the proposition by 
its immediate rejection, moved that the honorable 
gentleman’s proposition for Jeave be laid upon 
the table. 

Mr. WALKER demanded the yeas and nays on 
the motion; which were ordered. 

Mr. KING remarked that, in giving a vote 
against the motion, he did it without reference to 
the merits of the bill. Courtesy alone, without res 
gard to the principle of the bill, might dictate such 
a course. 

The question was then put, and leave to intro- 
duce the bill was refused by yeas 21, nays 18, as 
follows: 5 


YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Dayton, Evans, Graham, Huntington, 
Muller, Morehead, Phelps, Preston, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, 
Spragne, White, and Wocdbridge—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cuthbert, Fulton, 
Kerr, King, Linn, McRoberts, Mangum, Smith of Connecticut, 
Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, and 
Young—18, 

THE PATENT OFFICE BUILDING. 
Mr. KERR, from the Committee on Patents and 


the Patent Office, reported back, with amendments, 


$18 
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the bill to: extynd the Patent Office one hundred 
feet on Tih and 9:h stréets, to be constructed out of 
the money derived Ao the treasury from patents. 
y Tine amendments were ordered to be printed. 


DA OCCUPATION BILL. 
gok up the bill to provide for the 
gt of a portion of the peninsula of 
fi had been returned from the House 
7 The ques- 
vön concuriing in the substitute, 
Mc. BENTON said, since the bill was up for 
oonstäëfation on Saturday. last, he had been pos- 
sessed of stronger reasons for its passage than were 
presented at that time. He read a communication 
from Florida, showing that there was as much dan- 
ger to the inhabitants there, as there was at any 
time during the war—that depredations had been 
recently committed Ly the Indians—that they had 
committed cruel barbarities on defenceless women 
and children, and had carried off some two hun- 
dred cattle. The communication represented that 
several encampments had been traced, and that the 
number of Indians there largely exceeded the esti- 
mates recently formed. Mr. B., without going into 
the details of the bill, considered that there were 
urgent reasons for its passage. 

Mr. WHITE said he had not been able to see a 
printed copy of the bill, as it was amended by the 
House, as he had intimated a wish on Saturday. 
He would not attempt to arraign the Senate, if it 
‘was determined to adopt the agrarian policy of this 
Dill; but he could not refrain from expressing his 
objections to it. 

The bill, he said, made a gratuitous donation of 
one quarter section of land to those who would 
settle and ccecupy the same for five successive 
years—there being no conditions, except a settle- 
ment, and the erection of a cabin, and the cultiva- 
tion of five acres of the land settled upon; and also 
gave the right of inheritance to the settler’s family, 
even should he die before the fulfiiment of the 
whole conditions. This, he said, was the kind of 
agrarian policy which held outa bounty to settle- 
ment, and not for military service in defence of the 
inhabitants of Florida. To be sure, the House 
amencment lessened one of the evils of, the bill as 
it passed the Senate—it limited to 200,000 acres 
the quantity of land to be appropriated to the pur- 
pose; but, by the Senate bill, the quantity was il- 
limitable. The bill was to continue in operation 
for five years; during which time—such were its 
provisions—that all the titles of settlers would be 
än a state of litigation, so that hereafter there would 
be no end to applications for the passage of relief 
laws, defining the boundaries of land, and legal- 
izing titles. 

It would be found the cause of an immense mass 
of legislation to relieve settlers who might fail to 
perform all the conditions of the Jaw within five 
years. The bill, he maintained, contravened the 
settled policy of the Government in other particu- 
lars. It allowed the settlements to be made in ad- 
vance of the public surveys; which was in opposi- 
tion to the present policy of the Government. It 
introduced another principle totally at war with 
the policy of the present pre-emption law—that is, 
authorizing a float. If such was to be the action 
of the Senate, they might as weil give up all the 
public land in Florida as lost. He was willing to 
vote for any system founded on humanity and jus- 
tice, and stable ia ils operations, that would con- 
tribute to the speedy settlement of the iands in the 
vicinity of the Indians. He did not think this 
bill was such a system; but, instead of being just 
and stable, it would give rise to a brood of young 
equiiies—young alien equities—that could never 
become naturalized and matu:ed cases of justice. 
That would be the consequence of the passage of 
the bill, and for no great end or object. The bill, 
as it went from the Senate, was a case of military 
inducement, embracing the object of settlement; 
but now it was entirely changed—the settler was 
not required to bear arms, and fortify himself in 

plock-houses, and protect his neighbor. His prin- 
ipal objections to the bill were, that a great many 
“troublesome and unfortunate claims would arise, 
and that the policy of it would be an interminable 
ving policy, instead of a settled and durable 
Fle did ‘not believe that there would be fewer 
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cases of Indian depredations under this bill than at 
the present time. He was opposed to the bill on 
motives of humanity; but would be in favor of 
a bill establishing a comprehensive and humane 
policy. He concluded by. demanding the yeas and 
nays. 

Mr. BENTON, in reply to some remarks of the 
Senator from Indiana, showed that the details of 
the bill, defining the lines tetween which the settle- 
ments are permiited, were correct. 


Mr. LINN contended that the Government had 
acted heretofore upon the principle of making do- 
nations of land as an inducement to settlement. 
It was that policy which had contributed to secure 
the rapid settlement and sale of the public domain. 
It was a policy which had caused no actual loss to 
the Government. Mr. L. said he had incorporated 
that very principle in his Oregon bill; and he sin- 
cerely hoped that the Senator from Indiana [Mr. 
Waite] would not oppose that bill, for it proceed- 
ed oa a settlement by donations of land. He 
hoped the past policy of the Government would 
not be disregarded by him when that bill, in 
which the West was so much interested, came up 
for consideration. Mr. L., after speaking of the 
effectivene:s of the bill as it passed the Senate, 
and the substitute by the House, (which would 
answer the object, though it was not so good 
as the other,) aliuded to the policy the Gov- 
ernment had uniformly pursued, of granting 
bounty in land to the soldiers who defended the 
country during the last war. This was the same 
in principle. The settlers would go there under the 
inducement held out by the bill—a bounty in land 
—and fight for the soil, and save the blood cf regu- 
lar military forces, which bad been withdrawn 
from the contest for the present. These men would 
fight for their land, and would love it the more be- 
cause they had to fight forit. Mr. L., after enter- 
ing into a graphic description of the character, en- 
ergy, and boldness of the men who would be induced 
to go into Florida under this bill, showed that they 
would make a most effective force to grapple with 
the Indian, knife in hand, and drive him from his 
fasinesses. He argued that the Government would 
cither have to do one thing or the other—to hold out 
an inducement for. necessitous, enterprising, and 
bold men to go to Florida, and save the defenceless 
women and children from the knife of the savage; 
or speedily enlist another bedy of men, and give 
them this very bounty, and pay them from the 
treasury a heavy sum of money, to fight until the 
Jast Indian was driven from the Territory. It was 
a perfect folly and fallacy to suppose that an en- 
emy as scattered as these Indians were—strung 
out here, and there, and everywhere, in small par- 
ties—could be operated against by a regular mili- 
tary force. You never could become successful 
there, until you could select a body of men that 
would follow them in their hammocks, hunt them 
up, and fight them in their own manner. As the 
Indians were now scattered, it would keep 10,000 
regular men operating at all points, to be of any 
service. Mr. L., after dwelling at some length on 
the Indian mode of warfare, and replying to the 
objections of the Senator from Indiana [Mr. 
Wire] to the float allowed in the bill—which he 
maintained was no more liable to abuse than any 
other system of human law—said, if the bill would 
encourage men to go to Florida, and conquer and 
destroy these Indians, he would vote for it with 
pleasure. 

Mr. PRESTON foliowed in support of the bill. 
He said that, when the bill for the same object was 
introduced by the Senator from Missouri [Mr. 
Benton] two years ago, he did not concur with 
that Senator that the policy was a correct one. He 
then believed that, to close the war, and puta stop 
to the savage murders that daily occurred, it re- 
quired more active and effective measures. There 
was a different state of things at the present time. 
The enemy were scattered mto smal! bands of 
marauding Indians; and the President, the officers 
who operated in Fiorida, and all who have a 
knowledge of the country, concur that the only 
way to close the war is by a military settlement. 
A very effective bill was reported by the Senator 
from Missouri [Mr. BENTON] for that purpose, 
which passed the Senate. But the military aspect 


_ field of enterprise. 
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of that bill has been changed entirely by the House 
—-the arms to settlers, and the rations, are withheld by 
the substitute. But such was the state of things in 
Florida, that the bill should be passed in some 
form. There were so few Indians left, that they 
were not subjects of military operation. They 
were to be watched and guarded against only. The 


.country must become depopulated, unless there 


were some security fcr the inhabitants. No man 
of property would go there to risk his life, so haz- 
ardous was it todoso. This bill was therefore to 
encourage poor and destitute, but vigorous, energetic, 
and hardy men, who were filled with enterprise, togo 
there and grapple with the Indian, and roothim out 
for the sake of the bounty. Men of venturous 
disposition, filled with enterprise generated by 
leading the fiercest life on the borders, who were 
fond of hunting, would resort there, as to a new 
This, combined with the pre- 
dominant disposition of such men to get lands, 
would secure the speedy termination of the state of 
things which now existed in Florida. These men 
would go there with their knives, and a willingness 
to fight for their lands—-and they would have the 
lands. Mr. P., after dwelling at some length on 
the practicability of the measure, showed what 
advantage would accrue to the Government by giv- 
ing this bounty of 200,000 acres of land to such as 
were willing to settle there, and defend them- 
selves against the Indians. He maintained 
that, for every acre the Government thus dis- 
posed of, would she secure tbe sale of ten 
acres, and insure the speedy settlement of an indus- 
trious and enterprising population. He knew of 
no better plan to secure the sale of the public 
lands in that Territory. There were a great many 
people in the South waiting to setile there, but were 
afraid io do so under the present state of things; but 
the instant a hardy population was interposed be- 
tween them and the Indians, they would move 
there with their families and with their slaves, and 
settle and cultivate the soil. He was induced to 
acquiesce in the bill, (though it did not meet his 
full approbation,) from the necessity of speedy ac- 
tion, and from the circumstance of the Senator 
from Missouri [Mr. Brenton] having yielded to it 
his consent. 


Mr. WOODBRIDGE said, so far as the bill con- 
templated a donation of land as`an inducement for 
the settlement of Florida, it met his hearty con- 
currence. So far as that went, it established no 
new principle. On a similar principle, 100,000 
acres of land were given to secure a settlement at 
the junction of the Ohio, as early as 1787 or 1788-— 
the Government then having to contend with just 
as savage an enemy as the Indians of Florida. But 
he objected to this bill, because he believed its pro- 
visions would create a great deal of litigation, by 
putting the settlers in advance of the surveys. If 
it was necessary to have the hardy population ir- 
vited there, let the lands be surveyed in advance of 
their settlement. Another objection was, that the 
school-lands were liable to be taken; and thus 
would one of the greatest inducements to settlement 
be taken away from those wha were to follow the 
pioneers. The facility which was afforded for the 
education of children of settlers, was a great in- 
ducement for the emigation to the new countries. 
He was opposed to innovating on that system. 
The biil was wrong in priaciple, and there was 
not sufficient motive for its passage. 


The yeas and pays were then ordered on the 
questivn of concurring in the amendment of the 
House; and the question being put, it was carried in 
the affirmative—yeas 24, nays 16, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Barrow, Benton, Berrien, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Conrad, Cuthbert, Fulton, Graham, King, Linn, 
McRoberts, Mangum, Preston, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, 
Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Woodbury, Wright, and 
Young—24. i 

NAYS—Messrs. Bates, Choate, Clayton, Crafts, Evans, Hunt- 
ington, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Simmons, smith of 
Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, White, and Woodbridge—16, 

So the bill was finally passed, and only awaits 
the signature of the President to become a law. 

Mr. BAYARD, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of William B. 
McMurtrie; which was read, and ordered to a sec- 
end reading. 


THE TARIFF BILL. f 
The bill ‘to provide revenue from imports, and 
to change and modify existing laws impposing/du- 
ties on imporis, and for other purposes,’ was taken 
up, as in committee of the whole; the quéstion 
pending being on Mr. Bucuanan’s motion gf Sat- 


` urday, to strike out the twenty-seventh section of 


the bill, which reads as follows: at 
And be it further enacted, That the proviso tohe sixth 


- Section of the act entitled “An act to appropriate the proceeds | 
. of the sales of the public lands, and to grant pre-emption rights,” 
approved September 4th, 


1841, bı s i 
Tal. ı be, and the same is hereby, 


Mr. BUCHANAN said it was not his purpose 
to enter into the genera! discussiun upon this inter- 
minable tariff question. He had frequently, on 
former occasions, had the opportunity of presenting 
his general views upon that subject to the Senate; 
and he should, therefore, waive all argument upon 
that topic, and proceed, as he had promised, very 
briefly to urge such considerations as he thought 
should induce the Senate to vote in favor of the 
amendment which he had proposed. The land 
distribution bill of September 4, 1841, enjoined the 
principle that, if duties should at any time be im- 
posed on imporis exceeding 20 per cert. ad va- 
lorem, the distribution of the land fund among the 
States should be suspended. The proposition con- 


‘tained in the twenty-seventh section of this bill 


was, that the distribution of the land fund should 
be continued, notwithstanding the inierests of the 
country imperatively required that duties should be 
imposed exceeding 20 per cent. And the simple 
question, therefore, arising upon his amendment, 
was, whether it was wise and politic to distribute 
the land fund, and, at the same time, impose these 
additional duties on imports. He would appeal 
most solemnly to the Senate to say whether it was 
wise and proper that the treasury should continue 
in a state of insolvency; that the great domestic in- 
terests of the country should confinue without that 
incidental protection which a revenue bill wouid 
afford; and this, for the sake of retaining this miser- 
able land bill, That was the question, and the 
only question. 


He understood that the whole sum distributable 
from the public land fund, for the first half of this 
year, was but $380,000; the share of Pennsylvania, 
then, would be about $33,000, and no more. And 
for the sake of this comparatively miserable pit- 
tance, were they going to continue the treasury in 
a state of bankruptcy, and to deprive all the do- 
mestic interests of the country of that incidental 
protection which a reasonable tariff would afford? 
He put it in the alternative, because he was justi- 
fied in placing the qvestion in that position, He 
was the last man in this country who world agree 
to legislate wilh a view to accommodate the opin- 
ions of the executive officer of the Government, no 
matter how well known they might be; but this 
was not the case here. The present President of 
the United States had declared, in a solemn and of- 
ficial form, that he would not, under any ciream- 
stances, approve a bill which raised the duties on 
imports above 20 percent., and at the same time 
continued the distribution of the public lands. 


The CHAIR considered it out of order to allude, 
in debate, to what the Opinions of the Executive 
were, 


Mr. BUCHANAN said he was not very con- 
versant with the rules and orders of the Senate; 
buthe believed be kad a right to allude to the veto 
upon the little tariff bill, and to the principles laid 
down init, and draw from it any inference he 
pleased. He bad aiways considered the President’s 
messages fair subjects of debate. 

The CHAIR reiterated the opinion that it was 
out of order to refer to that message with a view of 
drawing any inference from it by whieh the Exeen- 
tive will was to be indicated to influence the ac- 
tion of the Senate on the question pending. 

Mr. BUCHANAN insisted on his right to refer 
to the message of the President, in whatever man- 
ner he pleased, to enforce his views on a case in 


- point; and appealed from the decision of the Chair. 


The CHAIR appealed to the Senate fora de- 


_ cision on the subject, and read the rule. 


Mr. WALKER referred to a decision in point 
en a former occasion, upon his motion to recognise 
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the independence of Texas, in which@eference was 
made to Gen. Jackscn’s message; which did not 
justify the decision of the Chair now. 

Mr. KING pointed out the distinetion between 
this case and those necessary to guard against Ex- 
ecutive influence. 

Mr. GRAHAM thought the sense of the Senate 
ought to be taken on tbe propriety of abolishing 
the rule both in relation, to the President and the 
other House. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON observed that the Senator 
from Pennsylvania had said that the question was, 
whether the trifling pittance of distribution to the 
S:ates should be withheld, or the country be de- 
prived of a revenue bill so necessary; and the rea- 
son he gave for the alternative was, that the Presi- 
dent had vetoed the little tariff bill, upon grounds 
which could not admit of his sanctioning this bill. 
It wasa call upon us to give up the land distribu- 
tion bill, because, if we did not, the President 
would not give us either the reyenue bill or protec- 
tion. It was improper to make such allusion; and 
he therefore hoped the Senate would sustain the 
decision of the Chair. 

He (Mr. Bucuanan) was not very conversant 
with the rules of order; but he thought he knew 
something of what would be prescribed by a person 
who had long been in the habit of attending to the 
proceedings of that body; and he had, therefore, 
been not a little astonished at the decision which 
had been stated by the Chair. He would admit 
readily that the private opinions of the Executive 
ought not to be adverted to, and that it would be 
ont of order to advert to them in debate. But was 
he, in the Senate of tho United States, to be told 
that it was not competentfor him to take up the 
veto message, and say, as the President had, 
in such a decided manner, declared that he cannot 
sanction a biil contsiniag a clause such as the one 
to which his (Mr. B.’s) amendment had reference, 
that it would be utterly useless to pass the bill with 
the clause in question?—because the inference was 
irresistible. When General Jackson vetoed the 
bill for continuing the charter of the United States 
Bank, upon such principles as showed his abhor- 
rence of that institution, if another bill had been 
got up of a similar character, would he (Mr. B.) 
not have the liberty to say, “It is in vain fur you 
to spend your time upon sucha bili?” [It was said.] 
He (Mr. B.) had intended merely lo advert to this 
subject, in passing; and had said all, or nearly all, 
he intended, when the Chair interposed. the ques- 
tion of order. But, as the President of the Senate 
had decided that he had no right to advert toa 
public document, in order to draw an inference 
from it~[Cries of “No, no, no,”} 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. repeated that he 
considered it out of order to refer to the existing 
state of opinion of the executive officer, with a 
view to influence the action of the Senate upon the 
pending question. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he had not the slightest 
idea of referring to the President’s existing opin- 
ions, for he knew as little of them as any man in 
the world. He would only say,if he (Mr. B.) had 
written such a document as that, only one short 
month ago, he should hardly consider. himself at 
liberty to depart from the deliberate declaration 
which it contained. As for the opinions of the 
President, Heaven only knew what th:y were now; 
he (Mr. B.) did not. 

Mr. SEVIER said he hoped the Senator from 
Pennsylvania would withdraw his appeal from the 
decision of the Chair, and that the debate would 
proceed without further interruption. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he had withdrawn the 
appeal, because he considered the issue perfectly 
immaterial. ‘Fhe President of the Senate had lim- 
ied him (Mr. B.) to show what the opinions of 
the President of the United States were a month 
ago, and probibited him from referring to whet 
they arenow. He wonld therefore content himself 
with showing what they were a month ago, and 
leave Senators to draw their own inferences as to 
what they are now. 

Mr. ARCHER desired to make an inquiry. 
Taey ought all to know what the rule really was, 
inasmuch as possibly the debate might extend to 
considerable length, and other Senators might fall 
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into the same error. He believed the rule, as: de- 
cided by the Chair, was, that the Senator. from 
Pennsylvania might refer to the opinions of the 
President of the United States, provided the knowl- 
edge of those opinions were derived from his. pub- 
lic acts, and not from private information. . He 
(Mr. Arcuer) thought with the Senator, that.in- 
ferences may be drawn from documents officially 
communicated to the Senate; and he thought, also, 
that the inference which had been drawn was not 
unfair, though he hoped it would, in this case, 
prove an unsound one, His (Mr. Anchma’s).own 
Opinion as to the parliamentary rule was, that the 
gentleman was at liberty io infer the state of. opin- 
ion existing on the part of the President at. this 
time, provided the grounds of that inference donot 
rest upon private information. 


Mr. BUCHANAN said he would despise’a 
miserable eaves-dropper, who would go to the Presi- 


jl dent and ascertain his private opinion, and then be 


guilty of the crime—for a crime he would call it— 
of endeavoring to influence the vote of any mem- 
ber of that body by that opinion. He should cer- 
tainly not allude to any private opinion of the 
President, for he did not know what his opinions 
were; and if he did know them, he would not be 
guilty of the indecorum of repeating, or even al- 
luding to them, with a view to influence the action 
of this body. But if the Presicent had vetoed a 
bill, and assigned his reasons for that veto under 
the constitutional authority vested in him, it be- 
came a public document—a document of the high- 
est and gravest authority; it became from that mo- 
mont one of the archives of the country, and would 
go down to future ages to influence and guide the 
understandings of the people of the whole country. 

The President of the United States, on the 29th 
June, 1842, sent this veto message to Congress; 
and what did he declare in that veto message? The 
President wouldsurely permit him to state what the 
purport of the message was. The President there de- 
clared, in the most solemn terms, that he disapproved 
of the bill, because it violated those principles 
which he had laid down for the guidance of his 
conduct, in this particular—that, whilst it raised the 
duty above 20 per cent., the proceeds of the public 
lands were still distributable. That was his opinion 
a month ago, what it might be now, he (Mr. Bu- 
CHANAN) was not permitted to say, if he would. 
He would, therefore, keep within the rule, and al- 
lude only to the official document, in which the 
President, in the most solemn and grave form, ia 
the face of the country, declared that he could not, 
and wouid not, sanction such a bill. This he was at 
liberty to do, because it was a part of the his- 
tory of the past. He would not pretend to say 
what the President would do now. Senators would 
be permitted to draw their own inferences regard- 
ing it. He (Mr. B.) would draw none, because 
he was not permitted to doso, He would take 
for granted, however, and argue upon that princi- 
ple, that the insertion of this section would en- 
danger the passage of the bill. He would assume 
this to be the fact; he believed it to be the fact, 
and he would therefore call upon Senators to 
say whether, if there be any risk upon the.subject 
from any cause, they ought to adhere so pertina- 
ciously to that section. 

The treasury (said Mr. B.) is insolvent; and 
shall we suffer the national faith to be violated, for 
the purpose of retaining that clause relatingto, and 
preserving the existence of, the land bill? The 
present income of the country was about one-half 
of the expenditure; and, in addition to that, they 
were indebted between twenty and thirty millions 
of dollars. If, then, the slightest suspicion could 
rest upon the question, ought they not to abandon — 
the clause at once, and permit the land fond to re- 
turn to the common treasury? What would be 
thought of an individual who acted in the manner 
in which this Government seemed. disposed to act? 
Suppose a private individual were indebted twenty 
millions, and, having an income sufficient only to 
pay one half of his expenditure, should refuse to 
accept an income, unless he were permilted to give 
away that which was justly due to his creditors: he 
would undoubtedly be deserving of the severest 
censure. And ought not this great country, whose 
| character is beyond all price—a country, the first 
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in the world which had paid off a large national 
debt——to hold the preservation of her national faith 
of far greater conseqtience than the relinquishment 
of a pitifal sum derived from the public lands? 
That was the question, 

Again: he would say a single word on the sub- 
ject of domestic manufaciures. He was in favor, 
most decidedly, of affording them incidental protec- 
tion: tothe full amount, and ne more, which would 
enable. them to stand a tair competition with simi- 
lar establishments in Europe. The manufacturing 
es‘ablishments in this country, erected at vast ex- 
` pense, affording employment to a great number of 
individuals, ought not to be suffered.to go down. 
Every one musf perceive that the increased de- 
mand, consequent upon such a procedure, would 
materially enhance the price of the goods, and 
would be as injurious to the consumer as to the 
manufacturer. 
Iu regard to the article of iron, (he would take 

that article for example,) the act of 1816 imposed 


a higher duty upon iron in a crude or unmanufac- : 


tared state. That act was passed, he believed, 
with the approbation of his friend from South 
Carolina. It was now proposed by this bill to lay 
a duty of $30 a ton on rolled iron. The conse- 
quence of this protection had been to make them 
independent, in war or peace, of all other nations; 
because they now imported only the twenty-fifth 
part of what they use. And yet, upon hammered 
iron they raised a revenue of $2,000,000 per annum. 
Thus, while affording incidental protection to the 
gteat interests of the country, they derived a large 
revenue from it for the support of the Government. 
He (Mr. B.) was anxious to vote for this bill, 
with some modifications. In some particulars, he 
thought it was somewhat extravagant. He de- 
sited to modify it in such a manner as would pro- 
duce the greatest good to the whole country. And 
in eases of this kind, where hundreds of thousands 
of people depend for their livelihood upon these 
manufacturing establishments; where plenty and 
prosperity will result from this incidental protec- 
tion,—-ought Senators to hesitate for a moment? 
Ought they not, if there be any cause to apprchend 
a conflict, abandon this miserable land fund? But 
enough of this. He had said more than he origi- 
nally intended upon this subject. He would vote 
to strike out this section from the bill, because, in 
his opinion, the interest of our domestic manufac- 
tures essentially required it. And why? Compe- 
tition would finally produce its effect. The labor 
and the skill of the people of this country would 
eventually drive the foreign fabric out of the mar- 
ket. Give us a sound, redeemable currency, and 
let the skill and industry of the American manu- 
facturer come into fair competition with those of 
foreigners,-—-and, my life for it, sooner or later, that 
competition will be successful. 
The return of the land fund, however, was ab- 
solutely requisite, in order to prevent a resort to di- 
ect taxation. The time would come—and he 
would undertake to say it was not far distant— 
when they would not be able to raise from imports 
all that was desired,—at least, upon articles that 
` did not receive incidental protection. And then 
what would be the condition of the manufacturers? 
‘When that time came, the contest would be between 
incidental pro‘ection and direct taxation. The hour 
would then arrive when the manufactures of the 
country must be prostrated; because, he would un- 
dertake to say, the icea of direct taxation could 
never be realized in practice in this country. The 
people of this country would never submit to the 
visits of the exciseman, sent to inquire into their 
private affairs, in order to raise taxes to support 
the Government, in a time of profound peace. 
The time had been, he knew, when the manu- 
facturers desired the distribution of the land fund 
for the express purpose of compelling the Govern- 
ment to raise more revenue, that there might b= 
more protection. That desire might exist with 
some of them, for aught he knew, at present; but 
thé’ period when such a desire was general had 
passed away, and a new era was approaching. 
-The tand fond was a secure fund in peace and in 
far; atany. time, and under all circumstances, 
ld: borrow, if necessary, $50,000,000 upon 
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edge of the public lands, in order to meet any 


sudden em@@ency. And why, then, should the 
manufacturing inierests, and those Senators who 
were interested in their favor, cling with the grasp 
of death to the distribution? 


There was one other poiat of view in which he 
would present the subject, and he would then close 
his remarks. The bill proposed to raise between 
twenty-six and twenty-seven millions of dollars— 
between twenty-two and twenty-three of which 
was supposed to be necessary for the current ex- 
penses of the Government; the remainder to be ap- 
plied to the extinguishment of the existing national 
debt. 


He trusted he had never attempted to play the 
demagogue on that floor; nor could he, he trusted, 
by any possibility, be brought to do sonow. He 
would say this, however: if you restore the land 
fund, you may take the tax off tea and coffee; 
whereas, if the land fund continues to go to the 
States, you must impose a tax upon tea and cof- 
fee. The inferenée was irresistible—one or the 
other must be done. He (Mr. Bucwanan,) had 
procured a return, last fall, of the tea and cof- 
fee imported during the year 1840. It amounted to 
$11,675,369 worth. In the year 1839, it was 
$10,788,509. It was fair to infer, then, that the 
tax upon tea and coffee would amount to two mil- 
lions and a quarter of dollars, The laud fund, if 
we should be prosperous, a year or two hence, it 
was supposed would amount to about three mil- 
lions. Now, (continued Mr. B.,) if you will with- 
hold the land fund from the States, we will take off 
this tax of two millions anda quarter from the 
people of this country;and the question must in- 
evitably be decided between the one alternative 
and the other. Strike out the twenty-seventh sec- 
tion of this bill, and £ shall immediately move to 
make tea and coffee free articles. 


Let us examine the matter for a single moment. 
Though not an old man, I can remember the time 
when those were considered articles of luxury. 
But now their use is universal; every man, woman, 
and child uses them: the poorest man in the coun- 
try uses as much as the rich—ay, more, perhaps; 
for, being deprived of luxuries more expensive, he 
indulges the more in those within his reach. There 
isno article that you can conceive of, except bread, 
the tax upon which will operate so much like a 
poll-tax, as the articles of tea and coffee. The cot- 
tager in Indjana uses as much coffee as John Jacob 
Astor, the :‘chest capitalist in America, and con- 
sequently gays as much duty upon that article as 
is paid 2y the wealthiest; and, therefore, I say that 
tax is :.ore like a poll-tax than anyother. Well, 
now + this tax could be restored—(and let me be 
ur:y.citood on this, aswell as all other subjects; I 
call it atax, because we cannot produce this article, 
or anything similar to i!; if we could, I admit the ef- 
fect would be, asin all cases, to reduce the price;)— 
we cannot, by any protection, make the article one 
of home production. And what is the effectof this? 
The land fund gses to the States in their sov- 
ereign capacity, to relieve the capilahst from taxa- 
tion, to relieve the property-holders from direct 
taxation, for the support of the State Government. 
And to enable you io make this distribution, you 
levy a poll-tax upon the whole country. As regards 
the article of sugar, the case is different. It is as 
much a necessary of life as tea or coffee; but we 
have a large interest in its manufacture in Louis- 
jana—-an interest which I would never abandon, 
because it is connected with agriculture. We 
must, however, levy a duty on sugar, or else we 
must destroy its culture. But there is no such reason 
for layiag a duty upon tea and coffee; there is no 
reason that can be imagined, which is not in favor 
of relieving tea and coffee from taxation, provided 
we caa dost, and that the interests of the country 
be not hazarded by a deficiency of revenue. I 
would do it, without a moment’s hesitation. But if 
you retain the land fund for the benefit of the 
States, it will bs impossible for you to remove this 
burden from the people. 

Under these circumstances, I appeal to gentlemen 
to relinquish that fund; it may not be necessary to 
do so for any great length of time. Let gentlemen 
wait for a short time, and they may afterwards 


try from its embarrassed and impoverished condi- 
lion. 

In making these remarks, Mr. B. said he had 
had no purpose to excite party-feeling. There was 
no man inthe country more desirous of adopting 
a tariff bill than he was; and he did sincerely 
hope that this exceptionable clause would be strick- 
en out, He earnestly appealed to Senators to 
withdraw it, and to go on and perfeet the bill, and 
letit become a Jaw, and let us go home, after a ses- 
sion of nearly 12 months, without further delay. He 
sincerely hoped his friends on the Whig side of the 
House would consent to strike out the clause; and, 
with a few other modifications, send the bill, with- 
out delay, to the President for his sanction. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN observed that he was sure 
the Senator from Pennsylvania had not been in- 
fluenced by any demogoguical motive to allude to 
the taxation of tea and coffee. He supposed he 
had taken these articles for illustration, and was 
persuaded, if they were not proposed. to be taxed 
in this bill, the Senator would find other articles 
to be taxed for his illustrations; and could thus go 
through them all, ull nothing was left for revenue. 
Such woald be the effect of pursuing this line of . 
argument. It might be said of any articles of 
general consumption as well as tea and coffee-— 
give up distribution, and to that extent you save 
the necessity of taxing articles of consumption. 

But what, in reality, does this argumen 
amount to? The Senators own statement shows 
that the land fund to be distributed for the past 
half year does not amount to half a million; and 
for the present half year it will probably be no 
more: so that, at the end of the year, there will be 
one million of dollars from public lands to stop the 
necessity for taxing tea and coffee; or, in other 
words, one million is to stand in place of two and 
a half millioas. Here would be a deficiency of one 
or two millions; and cn what substitute was this 
deficiency to be placed? What articles of general 
consumption could be more appropriately taxed 
than tea and coffee? Heknew of none. Was not 
the Senator mistaken in supposing the poorest la- 
borer in Indiana or Pennsylvania was likely to 
consume as much tea and coffee as John Jacob 
Astor? It was not necessary to go into elaborate 
argument to show that he was. 

But even if it was true that the poorest man 
consumed as much as the richest, was it true that 
the consumer pays the duty in the retail price? It 
is not true that the consumer pays, in the price at 
which he buys such articles, the accumulation of 
both duty and price; for he denied that a duty of 
20 per cent. would make any perceptible increase 
of price. And supposing it did raise the price one- 
fourth. If the poor man consumes five cups of 
tea or coffee, and can only afford to buy four cups 
when the duty is laid on, itis but a small sacri- 
fice to give up the comfort of his fifth cup for the 
benefit of the country. If he knows that the exi- 
gencies of the Governmentare such as to require 
this sacrifice, he will not hesitate to make it. There 
is teo much patriotism in the country to doubt it. 
And when the question is put to him whether he 
wiil surrender his fifth cup, in order to enable this 
great measure of distribution to. go on, he will give 
his answer at once, that he is ready to make the 
sacrifice. fde can as well,on a great occasion 
like this, as his ancestors, fling whole cargoes of 
tea into the ocean, when principles of right are at 
issue. Such men are notto be tempted to part with 
their birthrights for a mere mess of pottage. They 
are not to be seduced into the abandonment of any 
great principle or right, by such a paltry seduction 
as a fifth cup of tea or coffee. 

The Senator asks, will this petty, paltry land 
fund be held on to, in the face of the Executive ve- 
to? The Senator asks, will it not, for the sake of 
relieving the Government and the country, be giv- 
en up at once? He(Mr.C.) would answer—no, not 
now. [Mr. Bocuanan observed.from his seat, “Not 
now? Iam glad to hear that] No, sir, not now; 
for at this moment it is a question of the independ- 
ence of Congress. - The right of saying how much, 
and in what way, taxes shall be raised, belongs to 
the representative body; and itis not for the Ex- 
ecutive to dictate the amount or the manner of 


take the land fund, after having relieved the coun- || raising it to the Representatives of the’ people. 
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Even the Representatives of the States are inhibit- 
ed from this initiatory dictation; for no revenue 
bill can constitutionally originate in this body. 

If the Senator contends that this bill ought to be 
fashioned exactly to meet the Executive wishes ex- 
pressed in his veto of the little tariff bill, it amounts 
to this: that the object of legislation is to look to— 
is to conform to Executive dictation, to secure his 
sanction of legislative action. 

If this land fund is as paltry as the Senator says 
itis, why does he hold on to it so tenaciously for 
revenue, when, in doing so, he endangers the re- 
sources of the treasury, the honor of the country, 
and the credit and stability of the Government? 
He asks why do the friends of distribution hold on 
to it: they ask him, in their turn, why does he, 
and why do his friends, hang on to it with such 
desperate tenacity? As it is such a “petty, paltry 
fund,” is it worih the while to disappoint the hopes 
and expectations of so large a majority of the 
States and the people, who look to it not so much 
for the amount, as for the establishment of a great 
principle for which they have so lopg contended? 

But the true question at issue was, whether the 
right of taxation should remain with the repre- 
sentative body, or be entirely controlled by the 
Executive. It was a question between national 
legislative will, and the will of one man. 

If the Senator is so averse to the defeat of this 
great measure of revenue, to redound so much to 
the honor and credit of the Government, and to af- 
fect so beneficially the industry and prosperity of 
the country, why does he hold on so tenaciously to 
this “petty fund,” and take up the Executive veto 
on the little tariff bill, to incite and invite the de- 
feat of this measure also? 

` Why does he not join with the friends of the 
measure, in saying to:he President, This bill is the 
deliberate and solemn result of the mature consid- 
eration of the representative body, to whom be- 
longs the right of providing revenue. It has re- 
ceived the sanction of the representatives of the 
States? It is the expression of the will of both the 
people and the States. If the Senator was ready 
to do this, there need be no apprehension of an 
Executive veto. 


He would say to his friends that their duty to 
the country, and their duty to their constituents, 
demanded of them to hold fast to the measure of 
distribution. It was a question which they could 
not now, in honor or in duty, yield up, without 
being obnoxious to the condemnation of the whole 
world for having submitted and crouched to Ex- 
ecutive dictation. 

If their labors for the benefit of the country are 
to be frustrated—if they are to be again thwarted 
and defeated, they will, at least, have the conso- 
lation of satisfying the country that they march on 
straightforward in the maintenance of their own 
rights and those of their constituents, instead of 
cringing under the lash of any Executive author- 
ity, and being turned aside from the straight path 
of duty by the dread of one man’s power. Never, 
till his country demanded the sacrifice, would he 
consent to abandon this measure of distribution. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he had a few words to 
say, gravely and sincerely, in reply to the remarks 
of the Senator from Kentucky. He would not ob- 
ject toa tax upon tea and coffee, if such were 
shown to be necessary to the welfare of the coun- 
try and the preservation of the national faith. 
When, however, such a necessity did not exist, 
they were the last articles of all on which he would 
lay a tax. The Senator from Kentucky [Mr. 
CRITTENDEN] had said that, let the land fund be 
restored to the treasury, still there would be a defi- 
ciency in the revenue, and a necessity for laying a 
tax upon these essentials of life. Notso. He 
admitted that, during the present year, and during 
the present Administration, the proceeds of the 
sales of the public lands had fallen far below the 
estimated revenue to be derived from a tax on tea 
and coffee. Why? Because, for some cause un- 
known to him, the public lands had not been ad- 
vertised forsale. There were large numbers of 
persons in the West, with the money to buy the 
public lands in their pockets, who had no opportu- 
nity afforded them of bidding for them. He (Mr. 
B.) believed that, during the coming year, the pros 
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ceeds of the public lands would amount to more 
than three millions of dollars. Thus the two anda 
quarter millions eslimatcd as the revenue to be de- 
rived from a iax on tea and coffee, would be more 
than equalled by the land fund. He believed that 
revenue enough would be afforded by striking out 
those articles, and placing them on the free list, 

‘The Senator from Kentucky had asked whether 
the patriot would not consent lo give up one out 
of his five cups of tea or coffee? Certainly. But 
if such a step be not for the good of the country— 
if there be no necessity for making the sacrifice, 
why deprive him of his fifth cup? He might say 
he cared not for the men; but it was an exceedingly 
hard case for the ladies—the old women who sip 
their tea with so much zest—to be deprived of this 
additional cup. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Let the faen give up 
their share. Let the old bachelors bave none. 


Mr. BUCHANAN said he would willingly sur- 
render his. But (he continued) the Senator from 
Kentucky put his opposition to the motion to 
strike out the section upon another ground; and 
asked, why not sacrifice the fifth cup, in order to 
obtain the great inheritance of- the public domain? 
True, this was a great and magnificent inheritance; 
and though the Senator might be anxious to give 
it up, he could not be more sincere in his convic- 
tion of the justice of that opinion, than he (Mr. B.) 
was of the destructive policy of making the sur- 
render. What would be our position in case of a 
war? All duties would cease; our commerce would 
be shackled, and driven from the ocean; and the sev- 
eral States be taxing their cilizens to the extent which 
they could bear. Where would be our resor? 
He knew it had been said that distribution was to 
cease in time of war; but what was to become of 
the debt which would then have to be contracted, 
and would follow the war? Whilst this land fund 
is preserved, we can at any time raise fifty mil- 
lions of doilars on the faith of its pledge. In the 
hovr of danger, when no duties can be collected, 
the public domain comes in full play to relieve the 
country. He believed it would be destructive 
policy to surrender it. 

Bat the Senator had asked why we did not take 
our own advice—surrender our opposition to the 
distribution clause, and support this bill? Was it 
necessary that he should answer this question? 
Was he bound to take a cup with poison in it, be- 
cause the remaining part happened to be filled with 
healihfui beverage? Why not separate the two 
measures? Why does tke honorabie Senator in- 
sist upon presenting both at the same time, and in 
connexion with each othe? Why did he ask Sen- 
ators to vole for a law, part of which they believed 
to be unconstitutional? He (Mr. B ) had declared 
more than once that he did not believe the power 
to distribute the public lands to be wanting; but he 
was as much opposed to the measure as if it were 
palpably unconstitutional. 


He would ask the Senator from Kentucky one 
question, Suppose there be two great goods—one 
attainable, and the other not attainable: if the 
tariff be a good, and the distribution a good, is it 
the part of a wise man to refuse one, because he can- 
not get both? Would not the course of wisdum be 
to take one, and jet the other come when it could? 
Two great goods are presented to a wise man: un- 
doubtedly it should be bis policy to take that which 
he can get, rather than incur the loss of both. 

But there was one remark of the Senator with 
which he was much pleased, and which induced 
him to hope that, whatever the fate of this bill, we 
should have a proper revenue bill before the close 
of the session. ‘Fhe Senator had said he would 
not yield his pesition now; no, not now. From 
this, he was induced to believe that, though the 
Senator would not give up the distribution policy 
now, he would finally. He believed the Senator 
would ultimately make whatever sacrifices were con- 
sistent with honor, for the purpose of serving his 
country. Tne Senator had certainly left himself 
latitude enough to do so, in his declarations to-day; 
and he (Mr. B.) did not doubt but that, when he 
found his favorite object unattainable, rather than 
sacrifiss the revenues of the Government, and the 
protection provided in this measure, he would yield, 


and take the bill as it stood, without the distribution 
feature. ‘ 

Mr. CONRAD responded fully and unequivo- 
eally to the decision of the Chair as to the rule to 
be observed in reference to the introduction of the 
Executive opinions in debate. It was with some 
diffidence he differed from the Senator from North 
Carolina [Mr. Granam] as to the propriety of 
abolishing this rule, for the sake of that freedom 
and latitude of debaie which would result from it. 
He thought the tendency of the Executive power 
had been, from the beginning of the Government, 
too strongly towards accumulation; and he was, 
therefore, not disposed to open the doors to that in- 
fluence which might be felt in legislation by aban- 
doning this rule. 

As to the veto message on the little tariff bill, so 
often alluded to, be had examined it carefully, but 
found the Executive sentiments so wound up in 
oracular obscurity, that he could hardly tell what 
were his grounds of obj-ction. 

Afler some further remarks in reference to the 
veto, Mr. C. asked the Senator from Pennsylvania 
if he bad ever calculated the amount of pof-tax 
(as he called it) that the duty on tea and coffee 


. would inflict on individual consumers of those arti- 


cics? If he had not, he could tell the Senator. 
The duty to each consumer would be 4 cents and 
9 mills on tea, and 8 cents and 9 mills on coffee: 
in all, something over 13 cents. This, surely, was 
a very small burden, supposing that it was all paid 
by the consumer. And its being so very small to 
each individual, was one of the best of reasons for 
imposing it, because it became a light and universal 
tax. There was another reason: that they are arti- 
cles of large bulk, and, being liable to a small duty, 
there would be no temptation to smuggling. They 
would be articles of productive revenue. 

Wo one listened with more pleasure than he did 
to the eloquent and sonorous tones of the Senator 
from Pennsylvania, in debate: bat, when that Sen- 
ator got up to prophesy, he confessed that the tones 
of his predictions fell upon the ear like the notes of 
some bird of ill omen; for he had never yet heard 
him predict a veto to a Whig measure that was not 
verified. Now, however, something whispered him 
that the Senator was not in the true prophetic vein 
—that his predicted veto would fot come. He felt 
satisfied that the exigencies of the Government, 
the condition of the country, and the various cite 
cumstances of the times, would overrule the mere 
opinions of the Executive as to the necessity of ad- 
hering to his own conceptions of expediency, in 
preference to the oft-repeated decision of the repre- 
sentatives of the people and of the States. 


Mr. TALLMADGE observed that the principle 
now recognised by all was, that such a revenue 
bill should be passed as would give an amount of 
income necessary to an economical administration 
of the Government, and, at the same time, afford 
incidental protection to the industry of the country. 

As to the question at issue—that of the distribua- 
tion of the proceeds of the public lands—his senti- 
ments heretofore were well known; and he should 
only now say, that his cpinions had undergone no 
change. 

He believed the only measure of the last session 
which had been so carried ont as to give relief to 
the country, was the bankrupt law. 

Now, it was urged that ihis revenue bill, in its 
present form, cannot become a law, He would 
say tbat no intimation of what may be the action 
of another branch of the Government should ever 
have any effect on him. Gentlemen had taken up 
the veto on the little tariff bill, and inferred from it 
that this bill is to share ine same fate as that tem- 
porary measure. He inferred no such.thing. Sup- 
pose any former President—General Washington, 
for insiance—had thought fit to veto a bill; and 
suppose another bill of immensely superior conse-. 
quence, and involving vasily more important inter- 
ests, were to be seni to him; and suppose it contained 
no constitutional impediment: wouid not General 
Washington sey, Let the will of the people take ef- 
fect, and this bul become a law? 

What is the great objection to the 27th section, 
as vow introduced into this revenue bill? Gentle- 
men say it violas the compromise act. But was 
it nol contemplated, at the time thecompromise act 
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was on its passage, that the proceeds of the public 
lands were to be no part of the revenue of the 
Government? Had not the land bill then passed 
both Houses of Congress, and been sent to the Ex- 
ecutive for sanetion—a bill taking the land fund 
from the treasury, and giving it to the States? 

The Senator from Pennsylvania asks, Why stand 
upon this miserable pittance, and, by doing so, defeat 
the bill? - But did not the gentlemen opposite ad- 
here to the gratuity of lands tothe new States? 
‘Was it not the understanding that it was part of 
the compact that the old States were to receive their 
portion of the distribution? The right to the 500,- 
000 acres to each new State, which was in part the 
consideration for this distribution, is now to be 
considered a vested right, while the right of the 
old States to the distribution is to be violated. 

The proceeds from the public lands are fluctua- 
ting and uncertain. Stability in the income of the 
Government is necessary; and the only way that 
stability can be insured, is by a regular system of 
tariff. He considered this stability would best be 
promoted by letting this land fund—which may be 
only Me million this year, and ten or twelve mil- 
lions another year—go to the States in distribu- 
tion. : . 

He was here to sustain the views of his constit- 
uentis; and this distribution measure was a leading 
one with them. He, therefore, not only himself 
approved the measure, but fulfilled his duty to those 
who sent him here, in supporting it. 

If this revenue bill—this distribution—and some 
measure to regulate the currency, could be passed, 
the prosperity of the country might be looked to 
with certainty. 

He should hope that there would be that patriot- 
ism evinced now, which would give at once means 
for,the treasury and encouragement to domestic 
industry. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN, in reply to the Senator 
from Pennsylvania, observed, that if he was asked 
the question,—would he not when two good things 
were presented to him, and were told that be should 
not have both, take one in preference to none at all? 
he would answer, without hesitation, that he 
should have both or none. He should have both, 
simply because they were good and necessary. 
He would not purchase either at the price of the 
other, because both were his right. Neither would 
he purchase either at the sacrifice of the inde- 
pendence of the representative body of the peo- 
ple. 

Suppose the Senate is defeated in consequence 
of its adherence to its own rights: would not the 
Senator hereafter loox back with pride to tbis body, 
which had maintained its independence at such a 
moment as the present? 

If their ancestors had not preferred any alterna- 
tive to submission tô royal authority, they them- 
selves would not now be here to support their in- 
dependence against Executive encroachments. 

Fere was a moment in which they had constitu- 
tional power to act; and if their legislation was 
rendered nugalory, who would be responsible— 
themselves, or he whose obstruction defeats the 
necessary legislation of the Government? 

He would not indulge the anticipation of de- 
feat. He would rather indulge the hope that the 
repeated expression of the opinions of the people’s 
representatives would prevail. 

Mr. ARCHER, having given full expression to 
his opinions as to the measure of distribution, 
last session, should not now go at large into the 
subject. It was, however, necessary to say some- 
thing in reference to the vote which he should now 
feel bound to give. 

His conelusions then, and now, were, that there 
was a power to do this act, but not an obligation 
to do it. 

Viewing the matter as a questionof mere ex- 
pediency, he had given votes already in relation 
to it, which might be impugned, and had been im- 
pugned; but he was at all times prepared to justify 
his consistency in the votes he had given. 

He had voted on this question when it was 
brought forward in the little tariff bill, for the sep- 
aration of these measures of distribution and rev- 
enue, becaure he then believed a temporary law 
necessary for the collection of the revenue; and 
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that the bill would not become a law, if they were 
not separated. But when it was modified, he voted 
for it, because the measure of distribution was 
temporarily suspended by it. f 

He also alluded to his votes on the loan bill. 
He on that oceasion gave up the inferior expedi- 
ency for the higher expediency. The same ques- 
tion of expediency ought now to prevail. The 
question is one of the continued existence of the 
Government. Gentlemen are called upon to per- 
form the duty for which they were sent here—ihat 
is, to preserve the Government at all hazards short 
of the violation of the Constitution. If gentlemen 
persist in their bigotry of opinion, the result will be 
that they may go home, leaving no revenue to the 
country but that which may be collected by the fiat 
ef the Executive. Until a few days ago, he would 
have voted any way to secure the revenue of the 
Government, But now, bis moderation on this 
subject was gone. 

He had seen an open attempt made on the part 
of the Executive to defeat legislative action, by 
putting a veto on a question of the most mature 
and deliberate legislation, on a ground which the 
President himself admits is a mere question of ex- 
pediency. 

There had been four great Whig measures of 
public interest passed by Congress in this Adminis- 
tration, and the Executive had vetoed three of 
them. 

Upon a mere question of expediency, to veto a 
revenue bill like this would be a stretch of Execu- 
tive power never attempted by the most arbitrary 
princes of that country upon whose institutions those 
of this country had been modelled. Never, in the 
mother country, had an instance been known of a 
bill of supply being vetoed—not even by the Tu- 
dors. 

He would say, if the alternative were put, let 
this Government go into dissolution, sooner than he 
would, by his act, suffer any individual to put a 
bridle upon the legislative body, and, by a motion 
of, the finger, control the action of the whole Gov- 
ernment. 


If there were men of any party ready to succumb 
to such dictation, and to go home made by their 
own act slaves, he would not be found among such 
men. If ft was necessary, he would not only say 
perish commerce, perish credit, but let the Govern- 
ment fall to pieces, and the Union be dissolved, 
sooner than he should sanction, by his act, any 
measure which would abrogate the indevendence 
of the people’s representatives, j 

Mr. LINN observed that he regretted very much 
that the Senator from Virginia hat expressed kim- 
self so hostile to the constitutional exercise of ex- 
ecutive power. He had often heard such denun- 
ciations, but had uniformly found them so uncalled 
for, that now they made but little impression on his 
mind. When he first entered this body, he heard 
from the opposition to the administration that the 
country was in the midst of a revoluiion. He 
heard the same thing from the Senator now. But 
he was no! in the leastalarmed. He judged of the 
present by the past. Year after year, from 1833 
down to 1840, revolution was the threat of the Sen- 
ator’s party. They denounced to the country, and 
blackened to the deepest dye, the character and 
measures ef the last two Administrations, and de- 
picted the ruin and distress of the country with 
such vehemence, that doubtless they lashed them- 
selves and their dupes into the belief of great 
absurdities, Yet tke country was presperous and 
happy under these Administratious, till ihe genue- 
men, by the grossest misrepresentations, succeeded 
in wresting the Government from their hands. 
They succeeded in doing this, partly by the great 
pledges they gave that they would rescue the coun- 
try from this ruin which they depicted, aud which 
existed in their own imaginations oniy. They 
seized the reins of Government at the moment of 
its quiet and prosperous career, when there was 
no public debt, when the credit of the Government 
was high and unblemished, and when its honor 
was untarnished. 

What is the contrast now? The gentlemen them- 
selves acknowledge that they have placed the 
Government in the midst of a revolution. It is 
falling to pieces in their hands. Its credit at home 


and abroad is destroyed. The treasury is bank- 
rupt. The country is disgraced by their in» 
capacity; and now they threaten, as a necessary 
consequence of their own folly, the breaking up of 


` the Government, and the dissolution of the Uniun. 


And all this is to happen because their own Presi- 
dent will not let them invade the Constitution, and 
violate the plighted faith of a solemn compact. 
The gentlemen shall have no excuse for leaving 
the Government to perish for want of sustenance 
and support. If they break up Congress, and go 
home, without doing their duty, they must take 
the responsibility on themselves. He now gave 
them warning that be and his friends were ready 
to sit in their places, day in and day out, night in 
and night out, or both day and night, till all neces- 
sary, wholesome, and constitutional measures were 
adopted for the rescue of the Government from 
ihe degradation into which the gentlemen had 
plunged it. He and his friends would not consent 
to adjourn while the Government was in such a 
condition, If the gentlemen chose to do it, they 
must take the responsibilily. 

Mr. WALKER said tbat, though he did not ex- 
pect to have addressed the Senale on this occasion, 
he could notforbear to do so, after what had fallen 
from some of the honorable Senators on the oppo- 
site side. Gentlemen had told us that the Govern- 
ment was without revenue; that there existed no 
lawful authority for providing a revenue; that we 
were approaching disorganization, a breaking up of 
the Government, and a dissolution of the Union. 
All these evils were to be encountered, rather than 
a surrender cf the principles of the majority—no, 
not a majority of the Senate—who passed the 
land bill. We were told tbat this Congress must 
break up, rather than confine itself to the proviso 
which one Senator bad placed in the distribution 
Jaw. Rather than maintain the conditions of that 
law, Senators are willing to see the Government 
disorganized and the Union dissolved. 


Mr. ARCHER, remarking that he supposed the 
Senator from Mississippi must have alluded to Lim, 
said the crisis had come, in which he did not think 
of the land bill. Considering the other and higher 
questions involved in this bill, he did not regard 
ihat, Indeed, he believed it would be better to re- 
tain the proceeds of the public lands in the treas- 
ury, if it could be dune without mixing that with 
other questions, But even if he eniertained the 
opinion that these proceeds should be restored a 
thousand times stronger than he did—even if a 
majority of both branches concurred in the opin- 
ion—he would not surrender to the dictate of the 
Executive. 

Mr. WALKER continued. The consequences 
which had been threatened were to be encountered, 
hecause the President adhered to the conditions of 
the distribation law—these very conditions on 
which alone he signed it, and which he will nct 
how retract. Becavse he refused tu change bis 
course, and thought proper to veto the late tariff 
bill, Senators declare themselves willing to see the 
Government disbanded, and the Union dissolved. 
He would that his voice could reach every log- 
cabin in the couniry, teiling the people that, sooner 
than yield to Captain Tyler, Senators are willing 
to yield the Goverament, and give up the Union. 
These declarations come not trom gentlemen who 
were in the bebit of dealing in the langnage of the 
braggadocio, but from mer who bad the resolution 
to carry out what they asserted. Yes! this doctrine 
is now boldly proclaimed by the leaders of the 
party, and the people ought to know it, 

_ The people who are about to elect Representa- 
ves should know it, in order that they may de- 
termine whether they will send Representatives to 
Congress who will co-operate with these leaders 
in their policy, or Democrats. The Government is 
to be stopped and to be left without supplies. The 
fifteen millions of debt which you contracted (for it 
was admitted that Mr. Van Buren left but five 
and a half millions) is to remain unpaid, and your 
own pilehted faith to be broken, merely beeanse 
you differ with Mr. Tyler, or rather tecause he 
woald not differ from your former principles, and 
adhered to the proviso which you inseried in the 
land bill, 

Had the President violated the Constitution? 
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We have heard his course assimilated to the doings 
of royalty. Was that an assemblage of kings 
which framed your glorious Constitution, and gave 
youa Union and a Government? Did it not con- 
tain the embodied wisdom of our sages, with 
‘Washington at their head? And yet they placed the 
veto power in the Constitution, in letters which 
read as clear as if they had been written in sun- 
beams. It was intended as a check upon parties— 
a check upon ephemeral majorities, like that which 
brought a transient party into powerin 1840. How 
did the President, in vetoing that bill, trample upon 
the rights of the people? A majority of the States 
and the people have declared against the measure. 

But yesterday we caw resolutions from the State 
of Connecticut—and my own State passed similar 
resolves—condemning the act, and refusing to re- 
ceive one dollar of the money to be distributed un- 
der the law. Yet these are States, both of which 
participated in its passage. O ber States might be 
named in a similar situation. Thus, this measure 
is not merely vetoed by the President, but also by 
the people. Who, then, are defying the people? 
Not the President, but those who voted for the en- 
actment of this measure. 

But it was said that the bill vetoed by the Presi- 
dent did not involve any constitutional question. 
Gentlemen contend that no bill which does not 
conflict with the Constitution could be vetoed. Did 
the Constitution say so? If a law is passed con- 
trary to the Constitution, it will be declared so, 
and rendered void, by the judicial tribunals. 

The veto power would be useless, if only in- 
tended to be used for the purpose of arresting un- 
constitutional laws. The last tribunal was the 
President—the rampari erected by the Constitution 
against encroachment. 


He (Mr. W.) did not think the power should be 
resorted to as an every-day occurrence—for in- 
stance, upon such a bill as the apportionment act, 
which the President signed, and filed reasons for 
so acting. On that occasion, the President, like 
General Washington when he signed the bank bill, 
took the advice of those who surrounded him, and 
only at the last moment yielded his doubts to the 
expressed: opinion of the Legislature. But is the 
President bound to sign every bill which comes to 
him, merely because it does not happen to conflict 
wilh the Constitution? Suppose Congress should 
pass an act declaring war at an unsuitable juncture 
of affairs; or suppose it should abolish all tariffs, 
and establish what many regard as the best policy 
of the country~-free trade and direct taxes: wou'd 
the manufacturers think the President wrong in 
vetoing such an ac? 

Suppose it should pass an act creating a stand- 
ing army of 200,000 solders—-not militia—would 
the President necessarily have to savetion it? He 
held the doctrine advanced to be monstrous in the 
extreme. It so happened, that most of our Presi- 
dents admitted the constitutional power of Congress 
to abolish slavery in the District of Columbia, 
though they regarded it as inexpedient. Suppose, 
then, an-act should be passed abolishing slavery 
here: would not the President be justified in veto- 
ing it? 

‘He deplored the sentinfents which had been ex- 
pressed by gentlemen on the other side. Had it 
come to this, that the Government must be left des- 
titute of means, because a portion of the two 
Houses of Congress conflict in their opinions with 
the President, in relation to a party measure? He 
hoped the honorable Senator, who had made such 
declarations to-day, would sleep upon what he had 
said—hink on them, and present them to his patri- 
otie feelings—think of his b'eeding country,—ere 
he resolved to carry out his measures, 

The Senator from Virginia [Mr. Arcus] bad 
said that this act of the President would have 

ronght an English monarch .to the block; and 
that there was no instance in the history of that 
Government of a veto upon a bill cf supplies. 
What was this bill? Not a bill of supplies, but a 
bill to withhold supplies—to withhold the legitimate 
revenue of the Government, (the land fuad,) which 
even the Senator (Mr. Ancuenr] admits ought to 
go into the treasury. He concluded by expressing 
the hope that Senators on the other side would 


reconsider the determinations they had expressed | 


in relation to this measure, and not permit the 
country to be ruined because of their differences 
wiih Mr. Tyler. 

Mr. BAGBY then obtained the floor, but gave 
way to 

Mr. SEVIER, on whcse motion the Senate ad- 
journed. 
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Monpay, August 1, 1842. 

Mr. BOWNE rose, when the journal had been 
read, to a privileged question. He said the 
journal stated that, ata quarter past three o'clock 
on Saturday, the House adjourned; and he wished 
to have the journal corrected as to the fact, for 
there was no adjournment by the House. 

Mr. ARNOLD. Mr. Speaker, what is the mo- 
tion before the House? 

Mr. BOWNE replied that the question was a 
privileged one for the correction of the journal. 
The fact was, that the Speaker pro tem., [Mr. AR 
NOLD,} on a motion to adjourn, declared the House 
adjourned while the yeas and nays were being 
ealled for. 

Mr. ARNOLD said he must take the liberty to 
say, in the face of that House, and in the face of 
the nation, that the gentleman from New York had 
totally misstated [or mistaken—for the reporter did 
not distinctly hear which word was used} the 
facts. 

He (Mr. Arnoup) was in the chair—-and it was 
indispensably necessary occasionally that his honor 
the Speaker should call somebody to the chair da- 
ring a temporary absence—and while he was there, 
a motion was made to adjourn, there not being 
forty members on the floor. He put the question 
to the House, and, believing the “ayes” to have it, 
he so pronounced; and after he had done so, a gen- 
tleman called for the yeas and nays. It was under 
these circumstances that the House adjourned. A 
gentleman was speaking on a very important ques- 
tion—not for Buncombe, but for the House; and 
there was not a quorum in the House to hear him; 
and it was under these circumstances that the ad- 
journment took place. From the sound, the ayes 
evidently had it, and the gentleman was wrong in 
the statement of facts which he had made. 

Mr. BOWNE said he could not—he would not, 
consent to bandy epithets wiih the member from 
Tennessee;,but he appealed to the recollection of 
every member who was present at the time, to 
prove who was mistaken. He appealed to the 
honorable gentleman from Philadelphia [Mr. J. 
R. IncersoLL] who called for the yeas and nays, 
whether he did not make the call before the decis- 
ion was announced, and before an appeal was 
taken, which was also disregarded. His honor 
(the Speaker) had decided that an appeal did lie 
in such a case; and i! it were not so, it would place 
in the hands of the Speaker the power which pro- 
perly belonged to the House lo control its adjourn- 
ment. It was under an assumption of power, then, 
never befere claimed, that the Speaker pro tem. 
declared the House adjourned; for he did not at- 
tempt even to put the negative of the question. 
The negative was not put, aod before he [Mr. 
ARNOLD} cpened his mouth to announce « decis- 
ion, the gentleman from Pennsylvania[Mr.J R. in- 
GER‘ OLL] calied for the yeas and nays. ‘fhe Speaker 
pro tem., however, refused to take any notice of it, as 
he did of an appeal which was taken; and he left 
his seat,to the surprise of the House. It was the 
most arbitrary assumpiion of power he had ever 
witnessed in a legislative and deliberative body. 

Mr, L. W. ANDREWS (who rose simulta- 
neously with Mr. J, R INGERSOLL) moved to 
lay tbe question oa the table. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL then roze, and was 
understeod to bear testimony to the truth of Mr. 
Bownez’s statement. 

Mr. GENTRY rose alo, but objection was 
made to his speaking while the motion to lay cn 
the table was pending. 

Mr. McKENNAN hoped it would be with. 
drawn. 

{t was understood that the moticn was then 
withdrawn. . 


Mr. GENTRY said he was surprised to see so 
| much importance attached to a thing of so little 


importance in itself. Ata late hoar on Saturday, 
when every member was weary with his attend 
ance during an oppressively hot day, there was & 
disposition shown, on the part of some gentlemen, 
to take the vote on an important bill, and to com- 
pel him to make his speech, when no one was dise. 
posed to listen to bim; and, contrary to his wish, 

he was coerced into the making of his speech, 

while around him there were appeals made for an 

adjournment. He had proceeded some'tdh or fif- 

teen minutes, when he perceived there was nota 

quorum present; and, at length, when almost in 

the middle of a sentence, he meved an adjournment. 

His colleague [Mr. Annexin] rapidly put the ques- 

tion. It was true the gentleman from Pennsy!va- 

nia [Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL] rose; but the ques 

tion was put rapidly, and the Speaker pro tem. 

came down from the Chair. The gentleman from 

Pennsylvania rose, be admitted; but he did not 

catch the Speaker’s eye; and it is known thst there 

was no mode of compelling the Speaker to see any 

gentleman who rose. [Laughter.] If, then, gentle- 

men were disposed to attach importance to the act 

of his colleague, [Mr. Arnotp,] he hoped. some 

equitable tribunal would sit in judgment on those 

who were absent on that occasion. He concluded 

by renewing the motion to lay on the table. 


Mr. BOWNE and Mr. GENTRY made some 
observations, which were not distinctly heard. 
Mr. G. was understood to withdraw the motion. 

Mr. ANDREWS claimed the motion as his own, 
and avowed his purpose to be to cut off debate 

Mr. S. MASON rose to address the House, as 
was understcod, in corroboration of the statement 
ot Mr. Bowne; but cbjection was made. 


Some conversation ensued on the position of the 
question. Mr. CUSHING and others were beard 
to remark that the speech of Mr. Gentry was 
proof that the motion of the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Anprews] was withdrawn, and there- 
fore he had no control over it. 


Mr. BOWNE remarked, if the gentleman from 
Kentucky chose to exclude the truth, let bim do 
So. 

Some irregular discussion issued, in the midst of 
which the motion to lay on the table was urged. 
The yeas and nays were called upon the motion, 
and tellers were demanded on that question. Tel- 
lers were appointed, and the yeas and nays were 
ordered, and resulted as follows—yeas 97, nays 87. 
So the motion to Jay on the table prevailed. 


The SPEAKER then announced the regular 
business to be the unfinished business of Saturday. 
He remarked that this was the regular petition day; 
but, by a rule of the House, petitions might be laid 
on the table, without occupying the time of the 
House. 

Mr. PENDLETON wished to make a report 
from a se.ect committee. 

Mr. PROFFITT objected. He said there were 
criminal indictments enough before the House. 
[The report was understood to be one of censure 
of the Secretary of the Navy for some official act 
in connexion with the consiruction of a war steameg 
for the lakes.] 

Mr. BRIGGS asked the House to receive and 
act upon a bill in relation to post roads; and, as ob~ 
jection was made, he moved a suspension of the 
rules for its reception. 

The motion was agreed te; and the bill, entitled 
A bill to establish certain post roads, was read 
twice, and committed to the Committee of the 
Whole Eouse, an? ordered to be printed. 

Mr. C. J. iNGERSULL offered the following 
resolution, which was read for information: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be directed to com- 
municate to this House, at the beginning of the next session 
of Congress, the number of all persons who have applied, 
throughout the United States, for the benefit of the bankrapt 
act; ihe numberof ali who have been finally discharged onder 
it; distinguishing each judicia! district, the amount of debts 
petitioned against, the amount of property surrendered, the 
expenses attenting the proceedings in bankruptcy, the number 
of commissioners appoiated, the number of dayson which the 
judges have held their sessions concerning it, and the amount 
of funds remaining in charge of assignees or other persona jue 
dicially intrusted with them. 

Objection was made; and it was not reeeived. 

Mr. CUSHING presented a petition for a tariff 
unembarrassed by anyihing else being attached 
thereto. 
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> Mr. FILLMORE hoped the unfinished business 
of Saturday would be proceeded with. 

Mr. McKENNAN said he had a petition which 
ke had held three or four weeks, and which he 
could not lay on the table under the rule. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he was ia the same posi- 
tion. 


CONTINGENT APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The House then proceeded with the unfinished 
business of Saturday, being “A bill legalizing and 
making appropriations for such necessary objects 
as have been usually ineluded in the general appro- 
priation bills without authority of jaw; and to fix 
and provide for certain incidental expenses of the 
departments and offices of the Government, and for 
oiher purposes;” on which Mr, GENTRY was entitled 
to the floor, in continuation of his speech which he 
commenced on Saturday. 

Mr. GENTRY addressed the House in a speech 
of considerable length, in continuation of his re- 
marks of Saturday. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL replied to Mr. GENTRY, 
in defence of the provisions of the bill, explaining 
and advocating the appropriations that had been 
assailed by the latter; after which, _ ; 

The amendments made in Committee of the 
‘Whole were severally concurred in; when 

Mr. INGERSOLL moved the previous question 
on the engrossment of the bill, which was seconded 
by the House, and the main question ordered. 


Mr. LEWIS offered an amendment, providing 
that the guard, gate-keeper, and other persons ap- 
pointed to protect the. Capitol and public grounds, 
shall each receive $750 per annum, and no more. 
Mr. L. said that one of these persons received 
$1,500, four of them $1,250 each; while others, who 
served in more exposed situations, received no 
more than $500. 

Objections being made by several, 

Mr. LEWIS asked if he could not move a sus- 
pension of the rules, in order to get in his amend- 
ment. His object was to obtain uniformity in the 
compensations of the persons employed in taking 
care of the public buildings and grounds. He be- 
lieved that there was a majority in favor of kis 
amendment, and he hoped some way could be de- 
vised of getting a vole on it. Youhave (said Mr. 
L.) one man who receives $1,500 per year; and if 
he does anything more than sit in the rotundo, I 
do not know it. You have four others that attend 
every other day, and receive $1,250 each; while 
the man who keeps guard at the gale, a more ex- 
posed situation, receives but $500. He was conf- 
dent that the majority would not approve of such 
an inequality in the cbmpensations of persons per- 
forming the same duties, 


The SPEAKER said that the gentleman could 
not make any motion till the previous question was 
exhausted. 

The question being taken on the engrossment of 
the bill, it was carried in the affirmative—yeas 91, 
‘nays 78. 

The bill having been read the third time, and 
being on its passage— 

Mr. LEWIS moved to recommit it to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means with instructions to re- 
port it so amended as to make the compensations of 
the guards, gate-keepers, and other persons intrusted 
with the safe-keeping of the Capitol, and other pub- 
lic buildings and public grounds, uniform. 

Mr. L, said that there was no class of persons 
employed in the public service, in which there was 
so great an inequality in their compensations. He 
thought, too, that the compensations of many of 
them were fixed on too liberal a seale, and that 
they ought to be reduced, so as to bear a more just 
proportion to those of others empioyed in similar 

services. He had called the attention of the Commit- 
tee cf Ways and Means to this subject, before the 
“bill was reported; but they had not given it their 
attention. 
ir, MORGAN moved the previous question. 
The SFEAKER, in reply to Mr. Lewis, said 
that the previous question, if sustained by the 
Efouse, weuld bring up a direct vote on the pas- 
sage of the bill, and cut off the motion to recommit. 

Mr. LEWIS asked the general consent of the 

House to submit an amendment, to make the com- 
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pensations of the persons referred to in his amend- 
ment $750 each. . 
Mr. ADAMS made some remarks, which were 
ot heard; after which, : 
The question on seconding the demand for the 
previous question was taken, resulting in yeas 69, 
nays 57. 

The main question, being on the passage of the 
bill, was then ordered and taken; and the bill was 
passed without a division. , , 

Mr. BOARDMAN moved a reconsideration of 
the voie on rejecting the bill for the relief of Joseph 
Wimbiet. ; 

Mr. RIGGS made a similar motion with regard 
to the bill for the relief of G. W. Hopkins. 

On motion by Mr. STANLY, the Hotse re- 
solved itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, (Mr. Fessuenpzn of Maine 
in the chair.) 

Mr. ADAMS moved that the committee take up 
the bill providing indemnity for French spoliations 
prior to 1800. 


Mr. STANLY moved to take up the bill from 
the Senate for the reorganization of the army. 

Mr. BARNARD moved to take up the bill to 
provide further remedic] justice in the courts of the 
United States. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT moved to take up the ex- 
planatory tariff bill. 

Mr. HALSTED moved to take up the bill re- 
ported by the Committee of Elections, in relation 
to taking testimony in contested election cases. 

Mr. McKENNAN moved to take up the bill in 
relation to Western marine hospitals. 


Mr. BRIGGS raised the question of order, 
whether the Chair could entertain more than one 
motion before puting the question, 

The CHAIR said that it had been the eustom to 
receive and enter as many motions to take up 
business as gentlemen pleased to make, and then 
to put the question on them in the order in which 
they were made. 

Mr. BRIGGS appealed from the decision of the 
Chair; but, on taking the question, the House sus- 
tained the decision. : 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON moved to take up 
Senate bill No. 100, to modify the -existing pre- 
emption laws. ; 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia moved to take np 
the bill providing for the satisfaction of the Georgia 
militia claims. 

Mr. CUSHING moved to take up the exchequer 
bul. : 

The question was first taken on Mr. Apams’s Mô- 
tion to take up the French spoliation bill, and it 
was rejected. : 

Wee question was next taken on Mr. STANLY’S 
motion to take up the bill from the Senate for the 
reorganization of the army "pf the United States, 
and for other purposes; and it was carried without 
a division, p 

The bill was then read as follows: 


AN ACT respecting the organization of the army, and for other 
purposes. ` 4 

Sec. 1. Beit enacted by the Senate anditouse of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of Ameriga in Congress 
assembled, That hereafter, and so soon as the eduction can be 
effected, as herein provided, each company: of dragoons shall 
consist of the commissioned officers as now povided by law, 
and of four sergeants, four corporals, two buglers, onc farrier 
and biacksmith, and fifty privates; and each company of artil. 
lery shall consist of the commissioned officers as now provided 
by law, and of four sergeants, four Corporals, two artificers, two 
musicians, and fifty privates; and each company of infantry 
shall consist of the same number of commissioned officers as 
now provided, and of four sergeants, four corporals, two mu- 
sicians, and fifty privates; and that no reeruits shall be enlisted 
for the dragoons, artillery, or infantry, until the numbers in the 
several companies shall be reduced, by the expiration of the 
term of service, by discharge, or other causes, below the num- 
ber herein fixed for the said companies, respectively. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the offices of the 
superintendents of the armories at Springfield and at Harper’s 
Ferry shall be, and the same are hereby, abolished; and the du. 
ties thereof shall be performed by such officers of the ordnance 
corps as shall be designated by the President. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the office of Com. 
missary General cf Purchases (sometimes calied Commissar 
of Purchases) shall be, and the same is hereby, abolished; and 
the duties thereof shall hereafter be performed by the cflicers of 
the Quastermaster’s department, with such of the officers and 
clerks now attached to ihe Purchasing department as shall be 
ae oy the Secretary 
ons as shajl be prescribed by the said Secretar 
sanction of the President of the United States. eee 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That, within one month 
after the passage of this act, the offices of three paymasters of 


the army shall be abolished, and that number of paymasters 
shall be discharged by the President; and they shall be allowed 
three months’ pay, In addition to the pay and emoluments to 
which they may be entitled at the time of their discharge, 

Suc. 5. And be it further enacted, That a competent person 
may be employed by the Ordnance bureau, under the direction 
of the Secretary of War, for such time as may be necessary, to 
superintend the manufacture of iron cannon at the several foun. 
dries where such cannon may be made under contracts with the 
United States, whose pay and emoluments shall not exceed 
those of a major of ordnance during the time he shall be so em- 
ployed, to be paid out of the appropriations for armament of 
fortifications; and for the services rendered in such superin- 
tendence since the first day of March, eighteen hundred and 
forty-one, under the authority of the War Department, the 
same compensation shall be allowed as herein provided. 

Sec. 6, And be it further enacted, That the rations author- 
ized to be allowed to a brigadier white commander-in-chief, and 
toeach officer while commanding a separate poat, by the act of 
March third, seventeen hundred and ninety-seven, and to the 
commanding ofhcers of each separate post by the act of March 
sixtcen, eighteen hundred and two, shall hereafter be allowed to 
the following officers, and no others: 

To the Major General commanding the army, and to every 
officer commanding in chief a separate army, actually in the 
field. i 

To the generals commanding the eastern and western geo- 
graphical divisions. , i 

To the colonels or other officers commanding military geo- 
graphical departments. N 

Te the commandant of each permanent or fixed post, garri- 
soned with troops, including the superintendent of the military 
academy at West Point, who is regarded as the commandant of 
that post. 

To the commandant of each of the armories and of eachar- 
senal, 

To the officers of the corps of engineers and topographical 
engineers having the immediate command of the men engaged 
in the construction of fortifications or other military «works, or 
in the improvement of harbors or rivers, but not to include any 
superintendent other than the officer having such immediate 
command. 


Mr. STANLY expressed his anxiety that this 
bill would be allowed to go to the Senate while the 
army bill was there under consideration; and then 
submitted an amendment to the first section, which 
was agreed to, in the following words: 

Provided, That nothing in this section shall be construed to 
prevent the re-enlistment of non-commissioned officers whose 


terms of service may expire before the army shall be reduced 
to the number heretofore established. 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to strike out the 
first section, and inserta substitute which he had 
prepared, the effect of which was to repeal the act 
of 1838, so as to bring the army back to ils organ- 
ization under the actof 1821. He explained the 
nature of the changes which this would effect, and 
also pointed out reforms which he deemed desira- 
ble in the systém, by which double rations were 
allowed. 

Mr. GOGGIN made a few observations, and the 
amendment of the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. 
Cave Jouxson] was then voted upon, but there 
was no quorum present. fit was now half-past 
1 o’clock.] 

The committee rose and reported that fact to the 
House. 


Mr. MORGAN and Mr. BOWNE simultane- 
ously moved a call of the House, 

Mr. GAMBLE called for the yeas and nays on 
that motion; and they were ordered, and resulted 
as follows—yeas 81, nays 62, many members hay- 
ing come in during the calling of the roll. 

Mr. WELLER moved that all proceedings un« 
der the call be suspended; which was agreed to, 
and the House again resolved iteelf into Commit- 
tee of the Whole, (Mr. Fessewpen in the chair.) 

Mr. WELLER hopet the vote would be taken 
on the amendment of the gentleman from Tennes- 
see, before the members again got out of the 
House. 

_ Mr. STANLY and Mr. C. JOHNSON entered: 
lato some expianation, 

vir. GAMBLE opposed the amendment. He 
said the army was too large for a peace establish- 
ment, and too small fora war establishment; but, 
if ibis amendment were adopted, the bill itself 
would be defeated. 


_ Mr. ADAMS and Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL con- 
tinued the debate, 


Mr. WILLIAM. B. CAMPBELL observed that 
the House had already settled this question, by the 


| decision it had made on the army appropriation 


dill; and he hoped they would adhere to it. He 
agieed with the chairman, that the cfficers of the 


| army aud navy were meritorious and gallant men; 
of War, and under such regula- jj 


bul iheir gallantry ought not to be taken into con- 


| sideration when the question of reducing the ex- 


penditures of the Government within a proper 
Standard was before them. If the gentleman would 
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refer to a dark period of our history—in 1836, 
when the Florida war broke out—he would find 
that no less than 105 of these gallant officers, who 
had been educated at the public expense, resigned 
their commissions. He did not believe that, when 
wer came, we should depend more on those officers 
of the army than on citizens now in the civil pur- 
suits of life; and he very much questioned whether 
they would distinguish themselves more, or render 
greater service to the country, than the officers of 
the militia. Indeed, the experience of the last war 
_ Showed that the officers taken from the militia ren- 
dered more signal service then those educated for 
the regular army. At a proper time he should 
offer an amendment, to provide that no offisers 
shall receive extra allowances, other than their 
regular pay and emolumsnts. The act of 1839 
contained a provision of this nature; but it had 
been repeatedly violated. If a litutenant was or- 
dered by the quartermaster to perform duties re- 
lating to that department, he charged and received 
extra pay for it; while, at the same time, he was 
drawing full pay as an officer of the line. So, also, 
with regard to officers employed in surveying. 
They were paid for surveying, and also received 
their full regular pay besides. These were abuses 
which Congress never contemplated, and which af- 
fected the character and credit of the army. They 
ought to be corrected; aud he supposed there was 
not a member on the floor that was not willing to 
correct them. The act of 1829 was drawn with so 
much precision, that he hardly Supposed any Sec- 
retary of War would have disregarded it; yet it 
had been violated, by granting these extra allow- 
ances; and he feared that, though the amendment 
he proposed to offer might be adopted, it would not 
cure the evil. 

Mr. MASON of Ohio moved, as an amendment 
to the amendment, to insert after the enacting 
clause the following words: 

That the regiment of dragoons authorized to be raised and 
organized by the act approved May 23d, 1836, be disbanded on 
the lst October next, 

Mr. M. then proposed that the section should 
read on as it now stands in the bill before the com- 
mittee; his amendment merely providing for the 
disbanding of a regiment of dragoons, in addition 
to the provisions of the section as agreed to by the 

jenate, 

Mr. GRANGER opposed the amendment to the 
amendment, 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON explained. 

` Mr. CARUTHERS contended that the disband- 
ing of this regiment of dragoons would be in ac- 
cordance with the oft-expressed desire of the 
House; but he also desired a further reduction of 
the rank and file of the army, so that this bill 
might carry out the legislation incorporated in the 
appropriation bill on this subject. He preferred 
that this should be done in this bill, because it was 
a better form of legislation than by an appropria- 
tion bill. : 


Mr. MOORE argued in favor of retaining the 
regiment of dragoons, but would agree to their 
reduction on the same scale as the other regiments. 

Mr. STANLY alluded to the danger of a war 
with Mexico, which would be a war with England 
also, and deprecated the disbanding of thisregiment 
of dragoons. The danger was still greater, inas- 
much as the White House was occupied by a Pres- 
ident who never knew his own mind long together. 
He threw ovt an intimation that some of these 
amendments were prompted by the near approach 
of the Tennessee elections. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON denied that he was so influ 
enced, and appealed to the knowledge of the House 
whether he had not aniformly advocated these re- 
ductions. 

Mr. CAMPBELL also justified himself. 

Mr. STANLY continued, He said he saw no 
prospect of a long continuance’ of peace. He 
likewise pointed out the necessity of a military 
force to keep the Indians in check, and the import- 
ance of troops being stationed and retained on the 
Canada frontier. 

Mr. CROSS opposed the amendment, on the 
ground of the exposed condition of the frontiers 
of Missouri and Arkansas, and the number of 
Indians whom the policy of the Government had 


located on their borders. He also referred to the 
warlike and restless habits of the wild or prairie 
fadians, their skill in horsemanship and in the use 
of arms, and showed that nothing but a mounted 
force would answer to keep them in order. There 
were, he said, more than 60,000 warriors within 
striking distance of his State. So far from being 
willing to reduce one of the dragoon regiments, he 
was of opinion that three such regiments would 
not be more than were sufficient; and if the 
committee were as well acquainted with the cire 
cumstances of the case as he was, he was satisfied 
that no reduction would take place. He knew it 
was impossible for those residing in the interior to 
appreciate the exposed condition of the South- 
western frontier; and it was, therefore, that he felt 
it imperative on him to endeavor to make such ex- 
planations as might prevent the proposed reduc- 
ticn. The war had passed away from Florida, 
and there was now no danger from Indian aggres- 
sions except in that region between the Red river 
and the northwestern corner of the State of Mis- 
souri. There an infantry force could be of little 
service. Such a force could not give chase to 
Indians mounted on horseback, and could not 
convey information from one post to another. 
Mounted troops, therefore, would alone answer; 
and common justice, as well as humanity, required 
that the Government, whose policy had created 
the danger, should afford a sufficient protection 
from it. Mr. C. believed, from the examination he 


‘bad been able to give to the subject, that the army, 


as at present constituted, was not too large; and 
that its reduction, instead of being a measure of 
economy, would turn out, in the end, to be one of 
extravagance. Taking the situation of the coun- 
try into consideration, he hoped the committe 
would not come to the conclusion to disband either 
of the two mounted regiments. 

Mr. McKEON observed that, at the passage of 
the law creating the second regiment of dragoons, 
he voted for it, and he had since voted against dis- 
banding it. He hoped the committee would bear 
in mind, that, when the vote was taken to disband 
this regiment, it got a support that hardly any other 
regiment in the service could get. When the 
question on its reduction was first taken, the vote 
was yeas 97, nays 99; so that it was rejected. The 
vote was afterwards reconsidered, and the reduc- 
tion was passed by a very small majority. Mr. McK. 
thought there would be great propriety in reducing 
the rank and file of the army, and that a consider- 
able saving could be effected by it; but when they 
came to strike out of the service a branch of it 
peculiarly fitted for the defence of an important 
aud exposed part of the country, and which had 
been shown by the gentleman from Arkansas to be 
so necessary, he could not give his assent to it. He 
would not setek to gain popularity by voting for 
the reduction of so important a branch of the ser- 
vice. It would be a species of popularity that he 
did not covet. He did not mean to insinuate that 
the gentlemen from Ohio and Tennessee were in- 
fluenced by a desire to gain popularity, but he 
thought they were going too far. He was for let- 
ting the organization of the army siand as it was, 
but for reducing the rank and file. We can then, 
(said Mr. BeK ,) fill it up at any time that cir- 
cumstances may render it necessary. 

Mr. WARREN spoke in favor of the amend- 
ment, and said that he should vote for the lowest 
reduction that eculd be proposed. He would do 
so, because be believed that there was no use for 
the regiment proposed to be disbanded. He had 
lately seen a general order, prohibiting horse-racing 
and gambling atone of our posts in the Indian 
couniry, (Fort Gibson;) and by this order it ap- 
peared that these vices had prevaiicd to a very 
great extent, ‘This proved to his mind that they 
had nothing to do; and he had no doubt that the 
same practices would prevail wherever there was 
a dragoon regiment, 

Mr. CROSS explained that the second regiment 
of dragoons was rot, and had not been, stationed at 
Fort Gibson; and that the order referred io by the 
gentleman from Georgia was from the command- 
ing officer of ancther regiment. 

Mr. WARREN said that he would go for dis- 
banding both regiments, believing that they had 


‘voted under a misapprehension. 
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nothing to do. Asto the defence of the frontiers 
of Missouri and Arkansas, he believed that the 
Cherokees, Choctaws, and other civilized Indiaus 
placed on the borders, were a better protection 
against the wild tribes than the whole army of the 
United States. 


Mr. BLACK opposed the amendment at some 
Jength, When this subject was first before the 
House, he had voted with the majority for the re- 
duction; but he voted under a mistake, not knowing 
the particular individual struck at, or the services 
of the regiment that was to be reduced. He did 
not think that he was the only member that 
Since he had 
found out his mistake, he was disposed to retrace 
his steps, and he would go for no reduction that ° 
was so partial in its operations. Commence your 
reduction, (said Mr. B.;) begin with the beginning, 
and end with the end, and I willgo for it; but 
when you pass by the first regiment of dragoons, 
and strike at the 2d regiment—than which no other 
in the service has more distinguished itself—lI set 
my face against it. The Senate, Mr. B. said had 
sent ina billeffecting a saving of eight or nine thous- 
and dollars in this single regiment, by reducing 
the number of horses and men—and this he would 
go for; and yet a proposition so plain as this was 
to be met by a charge of gambling and horse-ra- 
cing, when it was shown that this regiment was 
far away from the post where such practices ` 
had been tolerated. He was, however, yet 
to learn that there was so much criminality 
in attending a horse-race, or that horse-racing 
had anything to do with the’bill before the House. 
He believed that officers had attended horse- 
races, anc came away better and purer-men than 
many who never went there. The gentleman from 
Tennessee had argued that the bill creating this 
second regiment contained a provision authorizing 
the President to dismount it, or disband it, when- 
ever, in his opinion, the public service should ren- 
der it expedient to do so. But did not the gentle- 
man observe that the very fact of the President's 
not dismounting or disbanding this regiment 
showed that the public service would not admit it? 
Mr. B. concluded by urging the injustice of passiag 
by the first regiment of dragoons, and striking out 
the second, which had rendered such essential ser- 
vice to the country. 


After a few more remarks from Messrs. CAVE 
JOHNSON, BLACK, and CROSS, 


Mr. BARTON expressed his desire to make 
some observations on the second section of this 
bill before it was disposed of; and therefore he 
moved that the committee rise; which was agreed 


to. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON submitted a substitute for the 
bill, which he desired should be printed for the in- 
formation of the House; which was agreed to. 


Mr. ADAMS presented a resolution, calling 
upon the Secretaries of War and of the Navy to 
inform this House what number of colored per- 
sons are enlisted ia the army, or employed in the 
navy of the United States, and in what capacity. 
Also, what portion are free, and what portion 
slaves; and whether there are any regulations in 
the Departmen's of War, or of the Navy, which 
forbid the enlistment or employment of colored 
persons, whether bond or free. 

Mr. McKAY said there was a law in existence 
by which it was done. 

Mr. ADAMS said there was no law; but one 
was proposed, and it was for the information of 
this House what might be necessary to enable 
them to act on that biil when it came from the 
Senate, that he offered this resolution. 

A member (whose name was not heard) call- 
ed íor the yeas and nays; but they were not order- 
ed. 
Mr. GAMBLE moved to lay the resolution on 
the table. i 

After some irregular conversation, the motion of 
the gentleman from Georgia was negatived, and 
the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. A. C. DODGE inirodaced a bill concerning 
the jadges of Iowa Territory; which, on bis expla- 
tion that it was designed to save ihe expense of an 
extra session of the Territorial Legislature, to as- 
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sign the judges’ districts, it was pessed through all 
its stages, 
The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
_ Tuuspay, August 2, 1842. 

Mr. KERR presented a petition from certain 
persons of Albany, New York, manufacturers of 
medicines, praying that Congress will pass a law 
protecting inventions of new designs: referred to 
the Commitiee on Patents and the Patent Office. 

Mr. BATES, from the Committee on Pensions, 
msde adverse reports on certain House bills for 
the relief of individuals, (names not heard;) which 
were ordered to be printed- 

, _ Also, reported back, with an amendment, House 
bill for the relief of Jeremiah Kimball. 

Mr. KERR, from the Committee on Patents 
and the Patent Office, reported back, with amend- 
ments, the joint resolution authorizing the printing 
and distribution of the Digest of Patents; and, on 
motion of Mr. Kerr, the previous orders of the 
day were postponed, and the amendments of the 
committee were considered, and agreed to; and the 
resolution was informally passed over till to-mor- 
row. 

On motion of Mr. STURGEON, leave was 
granted to take from the files the petition and pa- 
pers of D. S. Clark. 

Mr, SIMMONS presented a memorial from 
Thomas Denny and others, of New York city, im- 
porters of foreign straw goods, representing it as 
their opinion thatit would be impolitic to impose a 
greater duty in cash than 30 per cent. on straw 
hats, and 20 per cent. on straw braids: ordered to 
be laid on the table. 

Mr. CHOATE presented a memorial from the 
inhabitants of Linn, Massachusetts, praying that 
Congress will repeal the law allowing a bounty or 
drawback on the exportation of spirits distilled 
from molasses: ordered to lie on the table. 


THE CONTINGENT APPROPRIATION BILL, 


House bill legalizing and making appropriations 
for such hecessary objects as have been usually 
included in the general appropriation bills, and 
providing for contingencies in the several depart- 
ments, was read twice, and ordered to be printed 
aud referred to the Committee on Finance. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the ‘Treasury Depart- 
ment, reporting, in compliance with a resolution 
which passed the Senate on the i3th instant, at the 
instance of Mr. Woonzury, that since the repeal of 
the independent treasury Dill, the public money, 
except such as was on deposite in the mints, and 
sundry balances in the hands of public efficers ap- 
pointed by law, had, under the direetioa of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, been deposited in san- 
dry banks and saving institutions for safe-keep- 
ing. 

On motion of Mr. WOODBURY, ordered to lie 
on the table, and be printed. 

THE ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


On motion of Mr. PRESTON, the proposition 
of the Chairman of the Committee on Finance to 
appoint a committee of three Senators to meet a 
committee cn the part of House to confer on the 
disagreeing votes between the two Houses on the 
army appropriation bill, was taken up; and the mo- 
tion was agreed to, and Messrs. Evans, BENTON, 
and Presron were appointed to constate the com- 
mittee on the part of the Senate. 

NAVY PENSIONS. 

House bill entiticd An act making en appro 
priation “for the supply of the deficiency in the 
navy pension fund, came vp in order, as in com- 
mittee of uhe whole.’ 

Mr. ARCHER explained that the bill was in- 
tended to ‘supply the deficiency in the fund cat of 
which, by law; the navy pensicns were authorized 
to be paid. That fund had, a year or two ago, 
become insclvent, in consequence of the exhaust- 
ing effects of the law of 1837; which hed impro- 
perly foisied upen it others than those who were 
originally intended by the avis of Congress. That 
law authorized pensions to the widows or children 
ofall navy officers and seamen who died in the 
service, whether from wounds received in the ser- 
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vice, disease contracted in consequence of perferm- 
ing the duties of the service, or in the course of 
nature. The previous laws did not; but confined 
them to cases where death ensued from casualty 
or disease contracted in the performance of duty. 
The fund became inadequate to sustain this new 
class of cases, not only was the interest, but the 
principal exhausted; and last year a large amount 
had to be appropriated out of the common treas- 
ury, to meet the pensions. Due appropriation 
was made, with a proviso that all pensions allow- 
ed under that act should ceaseat the end of the 
then negt session of Congress. The appropria- 
tion now called for was to sup} ly the fund so far 
as to meet the pensions due under the former act. 
The second section of this bill was intended to 
carry out the repealing act of the last session of 
Congress. 

Mr. CHOATE moved to amend the bill with a 
proviso, to the effect that the widows and children 
of all naval officers, seamen, and marines, now de- 
ezascd, who were entitled to receive peusicns under 
the acts of the 16ih of August, 1841, and of the 3d 
of March, 1837, and as well after as before the 
present session of Congress, shall continue to re- 
ceive the same. 

Mr. C. examined the provisions of the dif- 
ferent navy pension laws of Congress prior to 1837, 
as well as the law of 1837, with a view to 
show that they all stood upon the same principle; 
that they all guarantied pensions to the widows; 
and, in case of the death of the widows, - 
the children of ali officers, marines, and seamen, 
who died in the naval service, and who shail die in 
the naval service, without regard to the fund out of 
which they were to be paid; that the only difference 
between the Jaw of 1837, and the previous laws, 
was, that the latter extended pensions io all cases 
of death in the service. ‘The law of 1841 so far 
repealed the law of 1837 as to declare that 
pensions under it should cease after the end of the 
present session of Congress. His amendment was 
intended to continue pensions to those who had 
beef placed on the roll under the law of 1837; it 
was to add none to the pension roll since the 16th 
August, 1841. He maintained, thatto suddenly 
strike from the roll the widows or children cf the 
Officers, &c., placed there by the act of 1837, 
would be a proceeding of great severity and hard- 
ship; for that law, like all preceding laws, declared 
that all the widows, (and, in case of the death of 
ihe widows,) the children of officers, marines, and 
seamen, who died, or should thereafier die in the 
serviec, (without reference to cause,) shall be enti- 
tled toa pension. This, he argued, was a com- 
pact—a sacred compact between the Government 
and those officers and seamen who entered the ser- 
viee—ihat, in case of their deatb, their widows 
or children would be pensioned. They entered 
the service with that impression; ard some have 
died in the service, and their widows have been 
pensioned; they have built up their hopes and ex- 
pectations on this obligation of the Governmen'— 
have arranged their affairs with reference to it; 
and, under sucha state of things, he contended 
thatit would be a most unjust and unmercifal pro- 
ceeding to «trike them suddenly from the roll. If 
the law of 1837 was improvident, as was believed 
by many, it ought not to have been passed; but, if 
it was repealed, the repeal should at least be pro- 
speciive. It was better becoming the Government, 
thet we, who were able, shouid bear the loss, iban 
these who, by the indiscreet premises held cut to 
them, had ‘built up their hopes and expectations 
upon those promises—piomises, too, specific and 
unequivocal, Tae word of the Government, he 
said, ehould be as good as the bond of the Goy- 
ernment; and he maintained that it was the daty of 
ihe Government, in altering its laws granting pen- 
sions, to respect any ngbt acquired under existing 
laws. i 

Mr. © after dwelling at much length on the 
hardships of the case, argued ihat it would be a vio- 
lation of the plighted faith of the Government to 
repeal the jaw cf 1837, so far «s it would effect 
those who bed veen placed en the persion roll un- 
der it. 

Mr. WILLIAMS was opposed to this amend- 
ment. He said that the law it proposed to revive 
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was impolitic and unjust, to say the least of ite 
He did not know why it was that Congress was 
called upon to revive the law of 1837. It was not, 
he was sure, public opinion that called for it; for 
it was universally condemned as impolitic and un- 
just. The navy pension fund bad'been overreached 
by it. The laws prior 10 1837 authorized pensions 
to the widows or children of officers, marines, and 
seamen in the naval service, who died, or should 
thereafter die, in consequence of wounds received, 
or diseases contracted, or were lost in the per- 
formance of their duty. These pensions were to 
be paid out of the interest derived from the navy 
pension fund of $1,300,000. In consequence of 
the passage of the law of 1837, which extended 
pensions to the widows or children of all cflicers, 
marines, and seamen who died, or might die, in the 
naval service, in the course of nature, the whole 
fund was exhausted; and, at the last session of 
Congress, a large amount was appropriated to sup» 
ply the deficiency, to meet pensions then becoming 
due. In consequence of that exhaustion, an ap- 
propriation was now necessary to provide for the 
pensions which were legitimately chargeable on 
that fund. . 

He conceived that the amendment proposed went 
farther than the law of 1837; it would continue 
on the roll those who were entitled to five years? 
pension only. Mr. W. argued that there was 
no vested right in those pensions—-that the faith of 
the Government was aol pledged 10 continue their 
payment out of the common treasury—that the 
whole systens was founded on the navy pension 
fund—and that, beyond that fund, legitimately ap- 
plied, it was never intended to grant one dollar. 
He hoped the amendment would be rejected. 

Mr. SEVIER inquired whether the bill provides 
for the repeal of the law of 1837. 


Mr. ARCHER replied that the law of 16th Au- 
gust, 1841, made a change in the law of 1837, to 
the effect that all pensions under it should cease at 
the end of this session. This was to enforce that 
repeal. He then spoke at great length against the 
amendment. He denounced the law of 1837, 
which it proposed to revive, as a most iniquitous 
fraud upon the fund, and a most unjust measure. 


Mr. WOODBURY argued that, if the fund had 
been exhausted by invalids, it would have been 
the duty of Congress to reimburse the fund; but 
that it was not its duty to reimburse it so far as it 
had been improperly exhausted. It was never in- 
tended that these pensions should be paid out of the 
common treasury. He said the pensioners under 
the law of 1837 bad received already from the 
pension fund more than they were entitled to, and 
that they bad not a shadow of claim upon the 
general treasury. 


The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. CHoare, and decided in the negative—yeas 
12, nays 27, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bates, Choate, Clayton, Evans, Huntington, 
Kerr, Miller, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, White, 
and Woodbridge—12, 

NAYS~—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, 
Cathoun, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Dayton, Gra- 
ham, King, Linn, McRoberts, Preston, Rives, Sevier, Smith 
of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Wilcox, Williams, Wood. 
bury, Wright, and Young—27. 

Mr, WILLIAMS remarked that, previous to the 
passage of the law of Ist January, 1835, the pay 
of the cfficers was regulated at so much per month, 
according to the grade; but by that law the pay was 
fixed at $2,000 or $3,000 per year, depending upon 
the grade. The consequence is, that the widows 
of officers who died previous to that law were paid 
atthe rate of the half-pay per month, and those 
who died subsequent to the passage of the law at 
the rate of the half-pay per year. Mr. W. wished 
to preserve in the system some uniformity, and there- 
fore moved to amend the second section of the bill 
by adding the following: 

That all pensions i> officers, &e.,in the naval service, shall 
be regulated by the pay as it existed on the lat of January, 
1090. 

The question was put on the amendment, and it 
was agreed to. 

_ Mr. BENTON moved t0 amend the bill, by add- 
ing the following as an additional section: 

And be it further enacted, That, in all cases of application 


hereafter made for admission on the navy pension list of the 
United States, the said application shall be governed and ds 


cided according to the law in force in relation to the granting. 
of military pensions, 


After a few remarks by Mr, BENTON, explan- 
atory of bis amendment—which was iniended to 
correct the inequalities existing between the army 
and navy pension systems; and by Messrs. ARCH- 
ER and WILLIAMS, who saw no necessity for 
it, the question was put on its adoption; and it 
was rejected. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate; and, 
the amendments of the committee ef the whole be- 
ing concurred in, : 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, its further consid,’ 


eration was postponed till to-morrow. 


THE TARIFF BILL. 3 ; 
The bill “to provide revenue frem imports, and 
to change and modify cxisting laws imposipg jdu- 
ties on imports, and for other purposes,” was ken 
up, as in committee of the whole; the quéstion 
pending being on Mr. Bucnanan’s motion of Sat- 
urday, to strike out the twenty-seventh section of | 
the bill, which reads as follows: 
And be it further enacted, That the proviso to the sixth 
section of the act entitled “An act to appropriate the proceeds 
of the sales of the public lands, and to grant pre-emption 


rights,” approved September 4th, 1841, be, and the same is 
hereby, repealed. 


Mr. BAGBY being entitled to the floor, address- 
ed the Senate for two hours; the following being 
but a mere sketch of his remarks. 

Ge took pleasure in saying that, upon this im- 

portant question, the Legislature of the State of 
Alabama had expressedyas ithad done on most 
other questions, a distinct and desided opinion. 
However wel! he might be disposed to carry out 
its will upon other subjects, there was no occasion 
on which he found himself beiter prepared to go 
the whole length with them than on the present. 
He could not think otherwise than that the distri- 
bution Jaw was not only one of the most extracr- 
dinary acts of American, but also of all modern 
legislation. It was an extraordinary measure in 
all its aspects—whether considered with regard to 
our form of government, or with reference to the 
peculiar time at which it was enacted. His effect 
would be to subvert what he deemed to be the true 
theory of the Government, and to prostrate those 
principles which were based on the idea that the 
Government should be dependent on the people, 
and not the people upon the Government. . 
_ What was the nature of this Government, what 
its powers, and whence derived? Was ita Gov- 
ernment independent of the States, or a Govern- 
ment with limited powers, authorized to raise no more 
revenue than what was found to benecessary to an 
economical administration? Whence, too, came the 
power over the land fund? He should endeavor 
to show that there existed no difference between the 
power to distribute the proceeds of the public 
lands, and the power to distribute any other rev- 
enue from the public treasury; in fact, that no dif- 
ference existed between this measure of disiribu- 
tion, and that of assumption, which now is con- 
signed to a temporary sleep. He argued that to 
distribute $3,000,000 to the States, which was de- 
rived from the sales of the public Jands, required 
an equal exercise of the power as the distribution 
of $3,000,000 to the Siates, which was derived from 
the customs. Whence camethe right to distrib- 
ute the public revenue? He knew noclause in the 
Constitution which asserted it, and he deemed it 
to have been denied to the Federal Governmeat by 
that sacred instrument. The act was certainly a 
violation of the Constitution. 

But what was ihe condition of the treasury at 
the time the distribution law was passed? What 
now, when it is proposed to retain the 27th section 
in the bill? He knew that his appeal could not 
change a vote upon the floor—that, bad he the wis- 
dom of Solemon, and the light of all the angels, he 
could notalter the course of the majority, whose hosts 
were numbered, and whose ranks were drilied—no, {? 
not even to the crossing ofa i, er the dotting of as lj 
i But he would ask the majority whe:her they 
had one dollar in the treasury; whether their ered 
it was worta anything; and weether they had any 
law for colleetiag revenue hereafter? No! They 
were without money, without credit, and without 
a law to collect any revenue; and yet, in such a 
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Five away the land fund from an exhausted treas- 
ury ! 

How had these resalis been brought about? 
Gentlemen said they would not discuss the ques- 
tion in the dog-days; and that it was exhausted five 
months azo, upon Mr. Clay’s resolution. How 
happened it that Congress was here in the dog- 
days? Where was the potency of the party that 
had a majority of 10 in the Senate, and 40 in the 


; House, ard yet was obliged to acknowledge that 


this Government was without funds and credit? 
Whose fault was this? He answered, unhesita- 
tingly, that of the “universal Whig party.” Had 
that party shewn any disposition to lay down 
pariy feeling, and tender the clive-branch? Cer- 
tainly not. All the efforts made here were neither 
to support the throne nor to oppose it; but to build 
up a power behind the throne greater than the 
throne itself. Did gentlemen believe they could 
promote their own good and the welfare of the 
country, by carrying on a war with the President? 
Who nominated and elected him? Certainly, no 
one on his (Mr. Bs) side of the House. The 
Whig party elected him to office, and the prov- 
idence of God made him President: on all prin- 
ciples of patrictism, he thought they were bound to 
support him. It was certainly no accident that 
made him Vice-President. 

But a short time since, when he and his political 
friends found it necessary to oppose a provision in 
the apportionment bill, their course was dencunced 
as nullifying and disorganizing. What was the 
language of the Senators from Kentucky ard Vir- 
ginia on yesterday? The Senator from Virginia 
[Mr. Arcner] said that, though he regarded the 
distribution bill as a mere matter of moonshine, yet 
he would abandon the Constitution and the Union, 
rather than submit to a measure which he himself 
looked upon as indifferent. This was the princi- 
ple which many gentlemen were avowing. Rather 
than give up the Jand fund, they say—away with 
the Constitution, Union, and everything else. 


The distribution law was, however, one of the 
great measures of the campaign of 1840. He 
knew not what were the principles shadowed forth 
in other sections of the Union; but in his State red 
pepper, coon skins, cider barrels, and log cabins, 
were the only mottoes, emblems, and temples of 
the party. In one quarter, the bank was the main 
measure; and in another, the distribution scheme. 
Mr. B. gave a history of the origin and passage of 
the distribution law and the bankrupt law through 
Congress, at the extra session; and entered into a 
Slatement to show that they passed through a sys- 
tem of log-rolling. If he could not have got bis 
measures through, without resorting to thegtricks of 
the Whig party, he would say with the Senator 
from Virginia—Let the Union go; let all go, 
rather than secure a bankrupt !aw and a distribu- 
tion law by such means as were resorted to at the 
extra session. 

Mr. B. said he was amused to bear the other 
side of the Senate so often calling the President a 
dictator, when it was notorious that he had not a 
friend in the Senate. Perhaps they had had eaough 
of the dictatorship in the person of another, and 
wished to get elcar of dictators altogether. If they 
wished to brm» about the good of their country, 
did they expeci ic sccomplish the object by keeping 
the treasury empty, merecy because they did not 
agree with the President? Did they remember the 
maxim of the patriot—‘My country, right or 
wrong?” ‘Thougi: be (Mr. B.) had not supperied 
Mr. Tyler, yet, when he cid right, he felt himseif 
bonad, by obligations of pairiotism, to support bis 

easures. It was said that the President bad been 
seduce, and had cancelled the obligations which 
the Whigs were under io support him. Seduced 
from what? From red pepper, coons, and cider? 
“Was that the seduction? He (Mr. B.) could not 
speak wath familiarity on this subject; but he 
would say that, ifthe President had been seduced 
aiall, it was from the Jeffersonian principles o: his 
early lfe: it was the seduction by which he was 
decoyed into the embrace of the Whig principles of 
1840. 

Ho read from the journal of the Senate at the 
extra session, to show the origin of the distribution 


condition of the public finances, they proposed to | law, and the plan of the session, as laid down by 


Mr. Clay. On the 24ih page, it would be found 
that Mr. Clay offered a resolution declaring that 
the session should be confined to the discussion of 
certain measures, (six in number,) only: Ist. The 
repeal of the sub-treasury. 2d. Tne establishment 
of a National Bank. 3d. The providing of an ade- 
quate revenue for the Government, and the extinc~ 
tion of the debt created by the late Administra 
tion; (and who then thought that this debt would 
be run up by the present economical Administra- 
tion from five and.a half to twenty-five millions?) 
4th. The enactment of a distribution law, the ori- 
gin of which he designed to show. ‘The honor of 
that measure was due to Mr. Clay. That Senator 
was its father and originator; and, for that reason, 
the measure was adhered to with the grasp of 
death. This was what made gentlemen say they 
would not strike out the twenty-seventh section, 
because it was wrung from them with the lash of 
executive dictation. This was why they would not 
do right—because Mr. Tyler thought so. Though 
he (Mr. B.) was as little Æa Tyler man as any- 
body, yet, if the devil himself were to recommend 
measures which he thought to be right, he would 
not be guilty of such a want of self-respect as to 
declare that he would not support them. 

But suppose the party succeeded in driving Mr. 
Tyier to the wall: would they go back, and bring 
about the measures which they promised? For his 
own part, he should be afraid to trust them. They 
had been eighteen months at the laboring oar; and, 
notwithstanding their promises of two dollars aday 
and roast beef, what had they accomplished? With 
the debt of the nation increased from five and a half to 
twenty-five millions of dollars, the treasury emptied 
of its last dollar, the public credit valueless, and 
no law for collecting revenue in force, did these 
gentlemen suppose the people would aid them in 
carrying out their measures? Supporte they bad 
their own favorite man in the Presidential chair:— 
could they do any better?’ He thought not. They: 
complained of the veto, and denounced the Presi- 
dent as a dictator, because he had exercised it. 
Was it not as much the duty of the President to 
exercise the veto, when he thought it proper, as to 
sign a bill presented to him? He (Mr. B.) believed 
in his conscience, and always had believed, that no 
other consideration operated to secure the election 
of General Harrison, but the belief that he would 
prove to be—what Mr. Tyler would not be—clay 


+ 


in the hands of the potter, or the potter in the hands 


of Clay. 

Whilst the Democratic principles were as eternal 
asthe rock of ages, those of the Whigs were construed 
by no two members of the party alike. One Whig 
would say “Iam for the distribution; it is the 


great measure;” another would reply, “I am not > 


so sure of this distribution law; it will diminish 
the revenue, and cause a tax to be put upon tea 
and coffee.” A third raises his voice in favor of 
a bank; whilst a fourth will say, “I do not think 
the bank is popular in my sectien; the people have 
heard so much of Biddle and his frauds, that they 
have no faith in a bank nowadays: I go for a 
bankrupt law.” Thusit was the advocates of the 
distribution law, bank, bankrupt law, &c. all 
combined to elect the man. These combinations 
in the Whig party reminded him of the colloquy 
between Sir Jchn Falstaff and Prince Hal. When 
Hal comes in and says: ; 

“Jack, I am friends with my father.” 

Falstaff. “Then rob me the exchequer, Hal.” 

This was precisely the maxim acied on by the 
leaders of the Whig party. The first thing they 
did was to give away the land money—a specimen 
of the manner in which to meet the expenditures 
of the Government! Give away the public money, 
instead of paying the debts of the Government! 
Exhaust tee means of the treasury, in order to 
furnish a pretext for taxing one portion of the 
Union for the benefit of the other! 

Mr. B. referred to the effort which had been 
made to ihrow the blame of the present protracted 
session upon the Demociatic pariy. Hiscolleague, 
in the early part of the session, offered a resolution 
to adjourn on the 31st of May; and how was it met 
by the opposite party? He referred to the journal 
for the answer. Ii might be there seen who had 
drawn out the session to the dog-days. Why was 
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the bill—the 18-line bill—whicn came to the Senate 
late in June, and which was denominated the bob- 
tail tariff, delayed so long? Why was the present 
bill kept back until the dog-days, but that it was 
supposed that the President would be caught in the 
trap thus set for him? Why was the one-hour rule 
introduced, and then the fifteen and ten-minute 
Tule, but to prevent the nature of the bill from 
being exposed to the gaze of the people? Gentle- 
men might be assured that it could not put out the 
light from the people much longer. Their voices 
would be heard, and would penetrate even here; 

"and members of the present majority, though they 
might escape a lynching, would be consigned to 
political oblivion. 

After arguing against the impolicy of giving 
away money in the present state of the treasury; 
and of waging a factious opposition to the Presi- 
dent, Mr. B. observed that the opinions of these 
gentlemen, like the fashions of the world, would 
pass away, How long had it been since the Senator 
from Virginia believed™that he would hold on to 
the distribution fund with the grasp of death? 

Mr. ARCHER reiterated the explanation made 
by him on yesterday. Though he thought it would 
be best to retain the land fund in the treasury, yet, 
inasmuch as it was conneeted with other questions, 
he did not choose to succumb to the Executive, 
and permit him to shape the revenue bills to his 

- own liking. 

Mr. BAGBY said he understood the Senator to 
admit that the better policy would be to retain the 
land fund, yet'he would not succumb to the views 
of the Exeeutive. It amounted to ihis: the Senator 
will not do that which he considers right, merely 
because the President agrees with him, Mr. B. 
pursued the subject, and quoted from a speech 
made by the Senator in 1838; in which, speaking 
of the distribution, he said, “Was there a sense of 
justice so torpid as notto be awakened at the prop- 
osition?” He asked why was the sense of justice 
of the Senator so torpid now? 

He appealed to Senators to leave off the policy 
of heading Captain Tyler, and surrender the silly 
bout of etiquette. They said they could not surren- 
der now. He advised them to yield—the sooner, 
the better. 

After some further remarks touching the com- 
promise act, and other miscellaneous subjects con- 
nected with the present bill, Mr. B. took his seat. 

Mr. BERRIEN did not rise to enter into the dis- 
cussion of the question now at issue, but merely 
to state the reasons wbich influenced bim in the 
vote he should give. He had considered the time 
for carrying out the measure of distribution iu- 
expedient when the question was under cousidera- 
tion at the last session; but when the bill was so 
modified as to remove his objections, he voted for 
it with pleasure. 

It has now been found necessary to go beyond 
the tariff of 20 per cent. contemplated by the pro- 
viso of the land bill. The condition of the Gov- 
ernment is sech, that it is agreed on all hands 
there must be a revenue considerably exceeding 
that rate of duty. The statement of the chairman 
of the Finance Commitiee shows that even the 
amount of revenue propused to be supplied by this 
bill will not, for two or three years, be enough to 
keen the treasury from some embarrassment. 

During these few years of embarrassment, he 
should be disposed to consider the same expedienay 
which actuated him to advocate the proviso of the 
distribution act stili existing, for the continuance 
of that proviso till the treasury shall be in a condi- 
tion to do without the proceeds of the public lands. 
He should therefore have been glad, had he felt 
himself in a position to take part in advancing this 
bul, to have offsred an amendment to the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Peansylvania, the object 
of which would have been to suspend the distribu- 
tion bill till the 30th of Jane, 1844, Some such 

arrangement as this would have afforded a neutral 
ground upon which ail parties could meet. H 
‘would besides have these advantages: it would en- 
able the land fund to be applied to the use cf the 
Government at a time it would most need it; it 
woald admitof an appeal being made to the people, 
which would decide the question of distribution; 


the end of the term appreaching the 30ih of June, 
1844, have an opportunity of further acting on the 
proviso, and either repealing it altogether, or far- 
ther extending the suspension. But, beyond all these 
considerations, there would be the important one, 
that this much-desired and indispensable measure 
of. providing adequate revenue could be adopted, 
when properly amended, in the harmonious spirit 
which, but for this question of distribution, all feel 
desirous of imparting relief to the treasury. 

But he was admonished, by what had already 
occurred, that all efforts were now unavailing to 
improve or amend this bill. The determination so 
strongly expressed by those who have the control 
of the bill in the Senate to reject all amendments, 
no matter of what character or necessity; the un- 
disguised purpose of carrying through the bil! in the 
identical form in which it came from the House; 
the inexorable rejection of every amendment rec- 
ommended by the Finance Committee,—seemed to 
be the result of a foregone conclusion, in obedience 
to some iron rule from which they were not to 
attempt to extricate themselves, no matter what 
might be the improvement offered, or the merits of 
any particular cese of amendment. All, alike— 
whether of prime necessity or organic importance— 
it was evident must bow to this iron rule. The ac- 
tion of the majority on these amendments had 
manifested a determination, on the part of the Sen- 
ate, to reject any and every amendment. If he 
understood the nature of the votes the other day, 
(Saturday,) the understanding of those who have 
the control of the bill was to pass it without 
amendment, to avoid the necessity of returning it 
to the other House. While this understanding 
prevails, it would be perfectly uhavailing for bim 
to offer the amendment which be had spoken of. 


It is not the character of the amendments that 
has to be considered; but the eff-ct on the other 
House, if a necessity was created of sending back 
the bill amended. Thus were many Senators 
called upon to act upon a bill involving questions 
of the utmost magnitude and importasce—ques- 
tions of the gravest import that can come before 
the National Legislature—-questions which every 
one knew required the most delicate adjustments 


to balance; yet they were told their endeavors: 


would be unavailing, and they should conform 
their action to an iron rule, so inexorable that the 
slightest deviation from the form in which the bill 
came from the House cannot be allowed. They 
must accept it in this form. No matter what may 
be the merits of amendments suggested, they are 
to share the same fate as those of the Finance 
Committee. Thus was he admonished from any 
attempt to make even a proposition essential for 
its insurance of becoming a law. He did not pre- 
sume to express an opinion as to the motives or 
propriety of such a rule of action. He supposed 
ithad been well considered, and that some abso- 
lute necessity existed for its adoption. But, what- 
ever necessity his associates might feel to act up to 
this iron rule, he, for one, should say, for himself, 
that it should not constrain him to act either aftir- 
matively or negatively: be would Jock solely to the 
merits of each question that came before him, and, 
if not permitted to exersise that free judgment and 
unfettered opinion which he was always ready to 
accord to his associates, he should sanction that 
which would be admitting an iron rele of which 
he did not feel the necessity. 

Mr. B. then adverted to the veto of the Presi- 
dent on the little tariff bill, and to what had been 
said with recard to his determination to reject any 
revenue bill coupled with distribution; and re- 
marked, that the Senator from Virginia [Mr. 
Arcusa] did not feel more sensitively the propriety 
of uphoiding the rights and independence of Con- 
gress than he did. On ail proper occasions, he 
would be found ready to maintain those right: and 
that independence, at any sacrifice. 

He did no! agree with those who thought, should 
ihis bill fa, Congress ought to adjourn, and do 
nothing ior ihe relief of the Government, {t WAS 
their daty to provide the means of carrying on the 
Government; and he trusted they would not ge- 
glect that daty. 

Mr. WOODBURY said he asked only two or 


another Congress, fresh from the people, would, at į three minutes of the attention of the Senateto what 


he considered the chief question involved in this 
motion. As to this, he differed from those who had 
preceded him. , . 

The section proposed to be stricken out did, in 
fact, make a new distribution bill. This was the 
great objection to it in the tariff and in this crisis. 
The old bill passed last September, and which the 
President then approved, authorized a distribution 
of the proceeds of the public lands only in case a 
low and moderate duty, not above twenty per cent., 
would yield revenue enough to pay all our expend- 
itures, and leave a surplus of what was collected 
from the lands. But this section authorizes the 
distribution when here is no surplus, with twenty 
per cent. duties. It authorizes iteven in these em- 
barrassed times—if there is no surplas without 
imposing at least thirty-six per cent. duties on an 
average, and fifty, eighty, a hundred, and a hun- 
dred and forty per cent, on several specific articles. 

The Executive might, therefore, under his views 
of this question, as heretofore explained on our 
public records, and so might several Senators, as- 
sent to such a bill as that of the last session; but 
not to such a new, and materially new, distribution 
bill as this section seeks to introduce. 


On this side of the House there is no wish, in 
connexion with this revenue bill, to disturb the 
terms and substance of the distribution act of the 
last session. Itis you, on your side, who now dis- 
turb that act. It is you who unsettle and change 
everything, and introduce new embarrassments; 
and why? Not, I hope, toincommode the treasury, 
nor even to harass another department of the Gov- 
ernment. But the tendency of this section clearly 
is to endanger the success of the whole revenue 
bill, as a financial measure. The provision is also 
out of place here. It is a section not in accord- 
ance with the professed cbject of the tariff—to fill 
the treasury; but is obviousiy to help to empty it. 

This section, instead of furnishing supplies, (as 
some have argued concerning the bill,) causes 
waste, Itis at war witb the legitimate design and 
effect of the rest of the bill—to increase our means 
in difficulty, and revive.our drouping credit. In- 
stead of this, it puts both at more hazard, by ren- 
dering the passage of the bill to a law at least 
doubtful—zome say impossible. 

The change made by this section in other princi- 
pies of the distribution is great, as well as in these 
and in its form. The biil of the last session recog- 
nised no right in the States to these lands or their 
proceeds, but went upon the basis assumed from 
the start by Mr. Stevenson in 1827, and followed 
up afterwards by Mr. Clay in 1832, that the right 
was clearly in the United States. But if a surplus 
in our revenue should happen at any time, its 
friends then thought it might be useful and expe- 
dient to give it to the Siates. 

But neither of these gentlemen then contended 
for the propriety of dividing anything exeept a 
surplus; and hence it was not pushed further in 
1827, because no surplus had then happened. 

In 1832, however, a surplus was soon antici- 
pated; and the great adopted father of the measure 
then argued, in his report, for the distribution of 
these proceeds, only because (to use his own 
words) they were “no longer needed to meet the 
ordinary expenses of the Government;" and, 
again, “as the proceeds of the sales are not wanted 
for ordinary revenue,” 

But are those proceeds „not needed by us now? 
Is there any pretence for ii? Noy is there any pre- 
tence that the facts and reaso:s applicable to the 
new distribution, which will be made under this 
section, are such as existed last September, when 
the first distribution became a law, any more thar 
what was contemplated in 1832. 

Last September the majority were not willing to 
divide the Jands, if thereby taxes must be raised 
above the ordinary average rate of 20 per cent. 
Such a rate, they might satisfy themselves, was 
proper, from beth revenue and ineidenial proiec- 
ton. And if the receipts from lands then became 
a surpius, and the Stares should need them, they 
might suppose it expedient to bestow them ina 
limited and courteous manner. Bot is that the 
same proposition as to be obliged to increase those 
duties nearly double, and several of them to 100 
per cent., in order to make these receipts from 
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lands a surplus? or as to be obliged to lay more 
taxes to pay our expenses, instead of using the very 
land receipts.thus given away? 

One might be willing to divide the lands in the 
first case, who would be very unwilling to do it in 
the others. With some, there would be no consti- 
tutional difficulty in the first case, (though it is 
otherwise with me;) but, in the other cases, they 
might agree with Mr. Clay, in his speech in 1832, 
that, even in his opinion, it was unconstitutional to 
distribute anything except a surplus, or evento 
collect taxes for the purpose of distribution. Asa 
question of expediency, alsa, a Senator or President 
might, last September, with a much smaller debt, 
and national credit not destroyed, and only 20 per 
cent. duties contemplated, be willing to aid those 
States in need, by a portion of the lands, who 
would not deem it expedient, if we were now com- 
pelled to raise monstrous taxes, in order to make 
the distribution, and found ourselves now more 
deeply in debt and fiscal embarrassment and dis. 
credit than many of the States. 

There is another grave question connected with 
this section, repealing a vital proviso in the former 
distribution act. If we can hastily and lightly re- 
peal that proviso in such a legislative compromise, 
we may, ere long, see all the other important pro- 
visions in that distribution repealed. When war 
comes, the proviso giving back the proceeds to the 
treasury may also be repealed, because the States 


may then be as needy as now. ` So the provisoes . 


as to extra per cent. to the new States, as to the 
use of the share in this District, the 2 per cent. 
funds to some States, and numerous others, may 
all, in suecession, be prostrated. Let us pause, 
then. Had we not better defer this grave measure 
of the 27ih section, making, in several respects, an 
entirely new distribution to a future oceasion, and 
a separate bill, and strike it out of this tariff? It is 
no part of the tariff, legitimately. Let it stand alone, 
and on its own merits. Let not the whole tariff be 
exposed, as many anticipate, to a new veto and 
loss, merely to make the experiment of introdu- 
cing a new distribution on new principles, and in 
a new condition of our fiscal affairs. And let no- 
body rail at the President for this jeopardy to the 
measure, It is jeopardy, caused by us—caused 
deliberately-~caused by us unnecessarily. For 
what this is persisted in, the country must decide. 
On this side of the House, we wash our hands of 
it. We want a proper tariff passed, and in a 
proper tariff form, and not mixed up with other 
controversies; and, in fize, such as will yield a suit- 
able revenue for the crisis. Let those who refuse 
this, take warning as to the responsibility; for none 
of us can go home with honor, unless we first fairly 
legislate for the oceasion, and not patch up some 
impotent, temporary measure, unworthy the emer- 
gency and the true interests of the country. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN desired to say a single 
word. The Senator from Georgia seemed to sup- 
pose that his political associates here had not given 
unbiassed votes; that they were constrained by 
some unseen power. He was sure the honorable 
Senator did not mean what would seem to be the 
inference from his remarks. He (Mr. C.) stood 
there as free toactas his judgment might dictate 
as the honorable Senator himseif. He did not for 
a moment imagine that the bill was perfect, or un- 
susceptible of improvement. He never expected 
to see a bill, composed of so many pariieulars, cor- 
respond with the jadgment of every individual; 
and, if they waited for such a bill, they would nev- 
er legislate at all. In the emergency of the times, 
they ought notto stand upon scruples, or stumble at 
trifles, but go on in the performance of the duty 
they owed the country, and bring at once toa con- 
clusion this important and necessary measure, in- 
stead of making litde amendments which they 
might, under other circumstances, be inclined to 
make. The exigency of the case was the iron 
yoke which the Senator alluded to, ‘Take the biit 
as a whole, and it approximated as nearly, he be- 
Heved, as any bill could be expected to do, to what 
it ought to be. It was upon this principle he yo- 
ted in relation to it. 

Mr. BERRIEN explained that he had not pre- 
sumed to attribute any motives but those which his 
associates must have had good reason to be influ- 


enced by, in coming to the decision of acting by the 
iron rule to which he had adverted. 

Mr. WRIGHT said he desired, before the ques- 
tion was taken upon this amendment, to say a few 
words to the Senate; and it was simply on account 
of the position in which the Senator from Virginia 
bad placed the question yesterday, that he was in- 
duced to trouble the Senate with any remarks. 
The Senator, if he (Mr. W.) properly understood 
the purport of bis argument, assumed that the sec- 
tion relating to the distribution must be retained in 
the bill, or it could not become a law. This might 
be so; he (Mr. W.) was unable to say whether it 
was or not. But he could not, in conscience, vote 
for the bill, if every other item were precisely what 
he desired, provided that section were retained in it. 
He did not believe he had a constitutional right to 
vote a tax in this form, for distribution among the 
States; and no man could question that this would 
be the effect of the bill. The Senator considered 
it a point of expediency. He (Mr. W.) consider- 
ed it not only a question of principle, but of consti: 
tutional right. Although he would be compelled 
to differ from some of his most esteemed friends, 
politically speaking, yet he would be compelled to 
vote against the bill, unless the motion to expunge 
the 27th section prevailed. The bi!l could be pass- 
ed, doubtless, by a majority of both Houses; but 
the doubt as to its becoming a Jaw rested not here, 
but elsewhere, and would be determined by the 
fate of the motion now under consideration. He 
had no desire to violate the rules of debate; but he 
believed he had a right to assume that, if this sec- 
tion be stricken out by the voice of the Senate, the 
bill would meet with no obstruction to its becoming 
a law. j 

He (Mr. W.) had voted against the loan bill of 
the extra session, and the tariff bill of the extra 
session, and the loan bill of this session; because he 
was compelled either to vote against them, or to be 
charged with voting for borrowing money or laying 
taxes for the purposes of distribution. He was as 
ready as any Senator to vote for a tariff which was 
calculated to raise sufficient revenue for the sup- 
port of Goverament, even according to the de- 
mands of the present Administration. Neither 
was he one of those who held the iron bedstead 
rule. He had never supposed they could make a 
protective tariff bill by adopting a uniform rule. 
Again: he had never been one of those who repu- 
diated the protection of American interests, so far as 
astrictly revenuc tariff could furnish that protection, 
He would not lay a cent of duty for protection of 
itself. 

The gentleman from Virginia, and his political 
friends, had no right to complain of the course of 
Senators on the Democratic side, or to endeavor to 
throw the responsibility attending the defeat of the 
bill wpon them; while those ‘gentlemen were de- 
termined to keep, in a bill to raise revenue, a per- 
manent provision for expenditure, which we be- 
lieve to be unconstitutional, inexpedient, and im- 
politic. 

The question was then taken by yeas and nays 
on Mr. Bucnawan’s motion to strike out the 27ih 
section of the biil, and resulted in the negative, as 
follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, Preston, Rives, Se- 
vier, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wil- 
cox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choate, 
Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Graham, 
Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, 
Phelps, Porter, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tall- 
madge, White, and Woodbridge—26. 


Mr. TAPPAN moved the following amendment, 
of which he bed given notice on Saturday: 


And be it further enacted, That whenever the President 
of the United States shai! receive satisfactory evidence ihat the 
coru, flour, and salted provisions, exported from the United 
States in vessels owned by citizensof the United States, are ad 
mitted free of duty into the several ports of any European 
state or kingdom, he shal! make proclamation thereof tu the 
people of the United States; and thereupon. after the expiration 
of three months from the date of such proclamation, the duties 
imposed by this act upon all articles the growth or manufacture 
of sach state or kingdom admitting snch corn, flour, or salted 
provisions free of duty, so far as the same exceeded 20 percent. 
ad valorem, shail be thenceforth chargeable witha duty cf 20 
percent. ad valorem, and no more. 


Mr. MERRICK moved to amend’ the amend- 
ment by inserting after the word “provisions,” the 


li words “and tobacco.” 


Mr. TAPPAN said the motion of the honorable 
Senator could only result in the defeat of his prop- 
osition. He was sorry to see a disposition mani- 
fested to carry this bill through the Senate—in pur- 
suance, ke supposed, of a determination in Caucus -=s 
without permitting the judgment of Senators to be 
exercised upon it in the minutest particular. All 
deliberation, it appeared, was to be suppressed, 
and all modifications cr amendments rejected, even 
without consideration. 

The amendment which he had proposed had 
reference to a subject which had pressed itself upon 
the consideration of British statesmen, and he 
(Mr. T.) thought it was deserving of the attention 
of the American Senate. He was sorry to see the 
Senator from Maryland exhibiting a disposition to 
defeat the amendment he had offered; and hé 
thought that Senator was not consulting the in- 
terests of the State which sent him here, by doing 
so. The gentleman, however, must be capable of 
judging for himself; but he sincerely hoped that 
the amendment, as proposefl by him, would pre- 
vail. 

Mr. EVANS replied; pointing out that such an 
amendment as that proposed by the Senator from 
Onio, however proper in itself, involved so many 
considerations that it could not be properly con- 
sidered in the time which the discussion of this bill 
wouldallow. Sach a proposition would affect the 
whole revenue of the country most extensively. 
By treaty with most nations, the United States 
was bourd to admit their products at the same rate 
of duties as the produet of any other country. A 
single country might accede to this proposition, 
and so conform to it as to entitle its products to 
come in at 20 per cent. Then, by the United 
States treaties, with many other nations, their prod- 
ucts should be admitted at the same rate, though 
they did not conform. 

Mr. MERRICK contended that tobacco-growers 
were entitled to the same encouragement and pro~ 
tection for their surplus tobacco as any other de» 
scription of agrieulturists, and insisted on his 
amendment. 


Mr. WALKER said the tendency of the amend- 
ment which the Senator from Maryland pro- 
posed to incorporate with that of the Senator from 
Ohio, would be to destroy the latter altogether; be- 
cause, as the Senator had truly stated, the revenue 
of many of the European States was so intimately 
connected with the duties on tobacco, that they 
could not afford to surrender it. This wasa fact 
which could not be denied. What would be 
gained, then, by the proposition of the Senator 
from Maryland? It seemed to him (Mr. W.) @ 
kind of dog-in-the-manger proposition. There were 
a vast number of farmers in the Siate of Mary- 
land who would be glad to export their graia upon 
a principle of reciprosity, such as that which the 
amendment of the Senator from Ohio contemplated; 
and yet the Senator from Maryland refused to ex- 
tend to his constituents this boon. Beeause he could 
rot exact an impossibility——namely, induce the 
European States to abandon their revenue deriva- 
ble from the duty on tobseco—therefore he would 
refuse to permit salted provisions to be made an 
article of export upon those terms, which could 
not but be highly favorable to his constituents. 

But the opposition of the Senator from Maryland 
was sill more extraordinary; for it he could 
get his amendment inecrporated in that of the Sen- 
ater from Ohio, and have tobacco admitted duty 
free, even then be would vote egainst the whole 
preposition. He would adhere to the bill, even 
though he could obtain exemption from all duties 
abroad for all the flour and the grain raised by his 
consiitnenis, and all the tobacco besides, : 

He (Mr. W.) intended to vote against the prop- 
osition of the Senator from Maryland, because he 
was in favor of the proposition of the Senator 
from Obio, though net exactly in the shape in 
which it now stood. He was in favor of introducing 
the principle ef reciprocity. He believed it would 
be a boon of incalculable valve to those who raise 
grain and flour. It would probably have the effect 
of bringine down the enormous duties which were 
levied in England, to a more reasonable standard. 
He would, therefore, suggest to the Senator from 
Ohio to modify his amendment somewhat, and he 
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(Mr. W.) would vote for it without adding cotion, 
or any article in which he might be supposed to be 
personally interested. If the Senator, instead of 
making the articles duty free, would insert the rate 
of 20 per cent ; he thought it would be practicable, 
based, as it must necessarily be, upon that which 
forms the basis of all treaties—reciprocity. He 
(Mr. W.) was in favor of retaliating, not by pro- 
hibition, but by an entirely different course. He 
never would raise duties to the extent of prohibi- 
tion, merely because duties abroad were raised by 
iniquitous and unjust legislation. He would go 
for a reduction of duties upon the great principle 
of reciprocity; and he would say that if the Sena- 
tor from Ohio could accomplish this, and bring 
down the duties to 20 per cent., he would accom- 
plish more for his constituents than any Senator 
had ever done for that great and rising Stale. He 
believed, if the Senator wouid do this, the subject 
would force itself upon the Parliament of Great 
Britain. It was a glogjous opportunity to obtain a 
reduction of the duties imposed on those articles in 
Great Britain, and thus do an incalculable benefit 
to the starving millions of the population of that 
country. 

Mr. MERRICK replied to Mr. WALKER, main- 
taining the rights of the tobacco-planters. 

His amendment to the amendment of the Sen- 
ator from Ohio [Mr. Tappan] was thea adopted— 
yeas 27, nays 13, as follows: 


YEAS—Messis, Archer, Bayard, Benton, Choate, Conrad, 
Cuthbert, Dayton, Evans, Graham, Huntington, Kerr, King, 
Linn, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, 
Preston, Rives, Sevier, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, 
Tallmadge, and Young—27. 

NAYS—Messra. Bagby, Bates, Calhoun, Clayton, Crafts, 
Fulton, McRoberts, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, 
Walker, White, and Wilcox—13, 

Mr. MERRICK then moved to amend the amend- 
ment by striking out the words “free of duty,” 
and inserting “ata rate of duly not exceeding 20 
per cent. ad valorem.” 

Mr. SEVIER called for the yeas and nays, 
which were orderes; and resulted in the negative— 
yeas 16, nays 22, as follows: 

YEAS—Messra, Bagby, Bayard, Calhoun, Cuthbert, Fulton, 
Kerr, King, Mangum, Merrick, Rives, Sevier, Smith of Con- 
necticut, Sprague, Walker, White, and Young—-16. 

AYS—Megsrs. Allen, Archer, Barrow, Bates, Benton, 
Choate, Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Dayton, Evans, Graham, 
Tuatington, Linn, McRoberts, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, 
Smith of Indiana, Tallmadge, and Lappan—2L2. 

The question then recurred on the amendment as 
amended, and resulted in the nepative—yeas 16, 
nays 26, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs, Allen, Ragby, Benton, Calhoun, Cuthbert, 
Fulan, King, Lino, McRoberts, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, 
Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wileox, and Young--16. 

NAYS--Messts. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choate, 
Clayton, Conrail, Crafis, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Graham, 
Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Pielps, 
Porter, Preston, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Tallmadge, and 
White--26, 

The CHAIR then observed that the bill was 
open to amendment; and if none was offered, it 
would be reported to the Senate. 

Mr. BENTON remarked that a great many 
amendments were yet to be offered; but as the hour 
was too late to go into them, he would move an ad- 
journment. 

Sume objection being made, a division was call- 
ed for, and resultcd—Ayes 20, noes 24, 

So the Senate refused to a¢journ. 

Mr. BENTON said he would then begin with 
his amendments, of which he had a great many to 
offer. The first would be to the 9th line of the 
Ist section, whieh reads as follows: 

On coarse wool wanufactured, the value whereof, at the 
last port or place whence exported to the United States, shal! 
he seven cents, or under, per pound, there shall be levied a duty 
of five per centum ad valorem. 

His amendment was, to insert five cents instead 
of seven cenis. Before he proceeded to state his 
reasons for offering this amendment, he deemed it 
proper to say a few words in reference to the 
demonstration jast made, not only of acherinz to 
the iron raie of baffling ail amendments, but of 
denying the common courtesy of adionrming after 
a long and fatiguing session. He stood there upon 
his right to legislate, and show to the country the 
grounds of his legislation, He not oniy bad this 
indefeasible right, but it was his duiy to exercise 
ibat right, And he would tell the gentlemen that 
there was no possible compact they could make 
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outside of this House, or inside of it, that should 
deprive him cf that right. They might try their 
powers of endurance, if they. pieased—he had as 


mach muscle for it as any of them. They knew | 


that he whipped the bank party at that game in 
1832. “Alone, I did it,” observed Mr. B., with 
great energy. Day after day they tried their 


strength, even till far in the night, and he whipped | 


them at last. 

It was in vain to think of stifiing legislation in 
this way. He would tell them that they could not 
do it. He would teli them that several hundred 
amendments ought to be made to this bill. If he 
saw fit to make a motion of amendment on every 
one of the items in the bill, it was his right to do it. 
They might put them down by votes, if they could 
not by arguments; but it made no difference to him; 
he should go on in the performance of his duty. 
They might decide that no alteration shonld be 
made in the bill; but he would at least show to the 
country that a great many alterations and amend- 
ments ought to be made in it. Ee would go on 
quietly doing his duty; they should give him the 
yeas and nays on every one of these amendments. 
He would show such reasons for his amendments 
as he might think proper. In that way, at least, 
the bill shall get some consideration. The country 
shall see that a tax bill of 54 pages—a whole quire 
of foolscap paper-—is not to be passed without some 
examination, and some attempt at legislation upon 
it. If the only legislation it is to have is to be done 
out of doors by the gentlemen opposite, he and bis 
friends wou'd show they were determined to do 
their part in the Senate of the United States, and 
in their proper places. Itis their duty to see the 
record made up, that the people may know how 
this ining % to be done. It shall go to the judg- 
ment of the United States, and the opinion of the 
people shall be passed on it. The pecple of the 
Uni'ed States shall know it. They shall see how 
this coalition of politicians, and bankites, and dis- 
tributionists, is to work. It shall be all laid before 
them. The first question he should make before 
them would be— 

Mr.CRITTENDEN interposed to say that there 
wat a raisunderstanding as to the question of ad- 
journment, which he perceived the Senator from 
Missouri conceived had been decided withouta due 
regard for courtesy. He should say that it was 
not understood, when the question was decided, 
that an amendment was pending. He, for one, 
did not know the Senator had proposed an amend- 
ment, and wished to speak on the subject. Had 
he known that such was the fact, he should most 
cheerfully have accorded that courtesy which he 
wouid, in like circumstances, expect. 

The gentlemen opposite must know that if no 
amendments were to be offered, there was a great 
anxiety on the part of himself and his friends to 
get through this very unpleasant affair. And he 
hoped some courtesy would be extended to them, 
in delaying the progress of the billas little as pos- 
sible, If it was the desire of the Sena'or from Mis- 
souri to have an adjournment, he and his friends 
would not object. Eie would, therefore, taking 
it for granted that was the Senator’s wish, move 
tba: the Senate do now adjourn. 

And the Senate, at a quarter to 6 o'clock, ad- 
journed, 7 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Turspay, Auzust 2, 1842, 

On motion of Mr. TALIAFERRO, the follow- 
ing bills from the Senate were severally read twice 
and referred: 

Phe bill for the relief of Mary Prettyman; 

The bill for the relief of the Steamboat Com- 

any of Mantuckzei; 

The bill to reculate enlistments in the army, 
havy, and marine corps; 

The bili for the relief of William De 
postmaster at New Orleans: and 

The bill to antboriz> the construction ofa depot 
for charts and instraments for the navy. j 

Mr. PENDLETON, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, reported, withcut amendment, the 
bill from the Senate for the relief of Boyd Reiily. 

Mr. PENDLETON, from the Select Committee 
appointed to consider the subject, asked leave to 
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make a report in relation to the iron steamship now 
being constructed on the Northern lakes. 

Mr. PROFFIT said he had no objection to the 
report being read, if gentlemen would only prose- 
cute their indictments. He was aware that the 
report now presented was one censuring the Sec- 
retary of the Navy for carrying out a law of Con- 
gress; but he did thick, that, before any new indict- 
menis were preferred agains! the Executive and 
the members of his Cabinet, those now before the 
Houe (otherwise called tne Siar Chamber) should 
first be disposed of. 


There was the impeachment of the President of 
the United States, in which, doubtless, many a 
heretofore hidden Burke and Sheridan will burst 
forth upon our startled vision. There was the 
ecclesiastical indictment preferred by the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, [Mr. Apams;] the crime 
alleged being that the President dared to say he 
had a reason for signing a bill. He called it 
“ecclesiastical,” because the indictment was based 
upon precedents derived from the Levitical law. 
There were, also, the indictment No. 1, preferred 
by the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Cooper] 
against the Secretary of War; the crime charged 
is, that the Secretary will not blast the reputa- 
tion of certain gentlemen, by publishing to the 
world ea parte statements, made not under oath, 
implicating the character and standing of individ- 
uals heretofore high in public estimation; indict- 
ment No. 2 against the Secretary of War, fer re- 
moving a clerk; indictment No. 3 against the same, 
for appointing a store-keeper in Pennsylvania; and 
there was an indictment against the Secretary of 
State, relative to the census—[the Weaver charge. ] 


Again, (said Mr. P.,) we have an indictment 
against the Attorney General of the United States, 
preferred by the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
BARNARD;] and now, sir, we have this indictment 
against the Secretary of War, by the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. PENDLETON. ] 


Most of these indictments, elaborately prepared, 
were upon the table—printed and published, and 
sent forth to the country, poisoning the public mind 
—and yet the House would tale no action on them. 
The party in power had obtained their object when 
they had preferred their charges. Trial they had 
no thoughtof. That, they knew, would result in a 
total discomfiture. Mr. P, added, that as the ma- 
jority, a‘ter their fashion, had transacted all the 
civil business of the coun'ry, he thought that before 
hew matter was brought up for consideration, 
they should dispose of the “criminal docket;” for 
doubtless the party would, before the next meeting 
of Congress, have much additional and similar 
matter on which to expend the three months allot- 
ted to the transaction of public business. 


_Mr. PENDLETON said that, if the gentleman 
did not object to the reception of the report, he 
would move that it be laid on the table and printed. 


Mr. W. W. IRWIN intended to present a eoun- 
ter-report from the minority of the committee; but 
not having it with him, he must object to the re- 
ception of the report of the gentleman from Ohio, 
unless there was an agreement to receive and print 
the minority report when he should have it ready. 

The £PEAKER said that, by general consent, the 
report of the minority would be received when 
ready, 2nd disposed of in the same way as the re- 
port of the majority. 

Mr. PENDLETON asserting, and no objection 
being made by any gentleman, bots reports were 
ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 

Mr. ADAMS called up the report from the se- 
lect committee on the subject of the reasons given 
by the President for signing the apportionment bill. 
Mr, PROFFiT suggestio that there was a report 
that had the precedence cf the one referred to by 
he genileman from Massachusetts. He alluded 
to the report ef the gentleman in relation to the 
letter of the Secretary of War, declining to trans- 
mit io the House certain evidence on the subject of 
alleged ‘rands in the Indian country. 

Rir. SAUNDERS said he objected to trying in- 
dictments when there was so much unfinished busi- 
ness before the House. 

Mr. ADAMS moved to suspend the rules for the 
purpose of taking up the report. 


Bnd 


Mr. STANLY h 
nays, they were accordingly ordered, and, on being 
called over, resulted in yeas 93, nays 66. 

There not being two-thirds in the affirmative, the 
rules were not suspended. 


Mr. BARNARD, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported the bill from the Senate in rela- 
tion to the district court for the northern district of 
New York, with an amendment; and, after a few 
remarks in explanation from Messrs. BARNARD 
and FLOYD, the amendment was agreed to, and the 
bill carried through its different stages, and passed. 

Mr. B, on leave, also reported, from the same 
committee, the bill supplementary to the act to 
amend the judicial system of the United States. 
‘Mr. B., having explained the objects of the bill, 
expressed the hope that no objection would be 
made to its passage at this time. [The object of 
the bill is to reorganize the circuits of the Supreme 
Court.) 

Mr. HOPKINS objected to the immediate con- 
sideration of the bill, on the ground that he wished 
to have time to examine it. 

~Mr. C. J, INGERSOLL begged leave to state, 
in addition to what had been said by the gentleman 
from New York, that it was a bill of great urgency, 
and it was important that it should be passed at 
once. 

Messrs. GWIN, SHIELDS, and CROSS, asked 
the gentleman from Virginia to withdraw his ob- 
jections, and urged the necessity of the speedy 
passage of the bill. 

The SPEAKER observed that the bill: would be 
taken up in its order to-morrow; and, 

On motion by Mr. BARNARD, it was ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. KENNEDY of Maryland, from the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, reported a bill for the relief 
of Snow T. Sears; which was twice read, and re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union. 

Mr. K. also made an adverse report on the peti- 
tion of Louis Eugene Hargous. 

Mr. JOS. R. INGERSOLL, from the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, reported a bill for the re- 
lief of John G. Ford; which was twice read, and 
‘referred to the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union. 

Mr. GENTRY, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported, without amendment, the bill 
relative to lands sold at the Greensburg district, 
Louisiana; which was referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. COOPER of Pennsylvania called for the 
orders of the day. 

The SPEAKER said that the regular order was 
the report of the select committee in relation to the 
letter of the Secretary of War, in answer to the 
resolution of the House calling for the evideace 
furnished the department in tke report of Lieut. 
Col. Hitchcock, 

Mr. GWIN did not rise to enter into the merits 
of the difference between the Secretary of War and 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. He believed 
the Secretary was right in refusing to send ex parte 
statements to this House, implicating the characier 
of individuals, who had no chance of defending 
themselves against the charges made against them. 
He knew none of the parties, and knew nothing of 
the charges. They were ex parte—made upon 
statements unaccompanied with the solemnity of 
an oath, to which the parties criminated had had 
no opportunity to reply; which, when they came 
here, would be published to the werld; and thou- 
sands who would read them, would never see the 
defence of the parties, if they had been unjustly 
charged. He would sanction no such action on 
the part of the House, and would defend any offi- 
cer of the Government for resisting it. If the Sec- 
retary intended to suppress information, the case 
would be different; but such was not charged. He 
believed the Secretary was prosecuting ihe in- 
- quiry, and would hold the culpable to a rigid 
accountability, and would be prepared to report 
to the House when the record was complete. 
It was now imperfect, and would not present the 
facts, and might inflict great injustice upon indi- 

viduals. He instanced reports emanating from 
this House and the Senate, that had done great in- 


aving called for the yeas and 
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justice to his constituents—hbaving been founded on 
ex parte evidence. One had emanated from a com- 
mittee of the House this session. The members 
had been led astray by the testimony of a clerk in 
one of the departments. The committee had, very 
properly and promptly, corrected the error when 
poinied out to them; but the first report had gone 
out to the country, and the counter-report had only 
been published within a few days, although made 
months ago, and then at the instance of a relative 
of one of the parties accused. He further alluded 
to reports made by commissions established in 
his. State many years ago, by the Senate of the 
United States—reports made upon ex parte state- 
ments, that proved to be false in almost every in- 
stance, implicating the character of individuals. 
Yet these commissioners (who, no doubt, believed 
that their statements were made upon proper 
foundation, because they had evidence only 
on one side) brought down upon themselves the 
vengeance of those who considered themselves un- 
justly assailed, and many lives were lost by the 
personal encounters that ensued. The feuds thus 
created still existed, and would, during the lives of 
the parties. A distinguished citizen of the State 
(now a member of the Senate of the United States) 
was one of the individuals assailed in those re- 
ports; and such was the indignation of the people 
of the State at the attempt to destroy bis character, 
that he was brought forward as a candidate for the 
station to which he was elevated, and now fills; 
al:hough he had not the most remote idea of being 
a candidate before he was thus improperly brought 
before the public. He had practical experience of 
the fatal effects of ex parte accusations, and would 
never countenance them, come from what quarter 
they may. The Secretary had only done his duty 
in withholding papers that might, if published, 
have done an injury to citizens of the United States; 
and published they would certainly have been, if 
sent here. When he gets all the information in 
the cases under investigation, and then refuses to 
communicate it to this House, he would join with 
the chairman of the Committee on Indian Affairs 
in censuring the Secretary. He had no doubt but 
that no such contingency would happen. The Sec- 
retary had no motive to seek a collision with the 
House, or suppress investigation. 

Mr. CUSHING went into a long and elaborate 
explanatory statement, and argued the propriety of 
this House discussing the Executive, as had be- 
come socommon. There wasa rule of the House 
which prohibited this House discussing the Senate 
or its individual members; and there would be as 
much propriety in the Executive discussing the 
conduct of members of this House, as there was in 
this House discussing, as was often done, the Ex- 
ecutive. The passage of declaratory resolutions 
formed no part of their legislative duties, but ocea- 
sioned their obstruction. He discussed the charac- 
ter of the proceeding of the House in which they 
were engaged, and contended that, if the House 
could demand papeis from the Executive, the Ex- 
ecutive could demand papers in the possession of 
the House. The Judiciary, also, would be subject 
to these demands. Bat it was a nugatory right 
where there was no mode of enforcement. He 
continued to speak until the expiration of the 
morning hour. é w 
THE REORGANIZATION OF THE ARMY. 

The House then resolved itself into Commice 
of the Whole, (Mr. Fessanpen in the chair,) abd 
proceeded with the consideration of the bil eniiléd 


“An act respecting the organization of the army, ; 


and for other purposes.” 


Mr. BARTON, who was entitled to the floor, 
addressed the committee first in opposition to the | 


reduction of the 2i regiment of dragoons, expatia- 
ting on the seyviees of the regiment, and urging the 
hardship cf dismissing a number of meritorious of- 
ficers who bad spent their best years in the service 
of their country. Mr. B. then took up the sec- 
ond section of the bill, abolishing the civil super- 
intesdenee of the armories at Springfield and Har- 
per’s Ferry, and establishing a military superintend- 
ence; and spoke at much length, and with great 
earnestness, in opposition to that section. 

Mr. SPRIGG, after some preliminary observa- 
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army and navy, went into an examination of the 
complaints of the armorers at Harper’s Ferry, and 
stated that, since the armory had been placed under 
military superintendence, the arms had cost the 
Government several dollars apiece more than 
When they were under civil superintendence, 

Mr. GOGGIN replied, and showed that, by acts 
of Congress of some years past, these armories 
were placed under the superintendence and control 
of the Ordnance Department; and he said it was 
a perfect anomaly thata military establishment 
should ever have been under the control cf a mere ` 
civilian. It had been the custom, under the civil 
superintendence, for the men to work when they 
pleased, and cease from work when they pleased; 
and not unfrequently the machinery was kept go- 
ing for the accommodation of one single man. It 
was to put an end to such a state of things, and to 
save the Government from loss, and to establish a 
system of uniformity, that the legalized system was 
enforced. He went into a minute statement and 
examination of the matters in difference, with 
which he occupied his hour. 


Mr. CALHOUN addressed the committee in op- 
position to the second section of the bill, and com- 
mented on the injustice done to the armorers by 
changing the superintendeney of the armories, He 
considered this a question of personal rights, and a 
question whether the military should be placed over 
the civil departments of the Government;—whether 
freemen should be subjected to the despotic rule of 
military tyrants, The origin of all the difficulties 
in relation to these armories, (Mr. C. said,) was 
the introduction of a new musket from France, in 
place of the old one, which, in every respect, was 
just as good, if not better; but was notso highly or- 
namented and so highly polished. A committee of 
officers (of whom this Lieutenant Tyler was one) 
had been sent to Europe, at an expense of some 
$15,000, without any authority of law whatever; 
and they, on their return, introduced the model of 
a new musket which they found in the French ser- 
vice. Now, the standard musket, which had been 
in use for so many years, was conceded, on all 
hands, to be as good and as serviceable a musket 
as any in the world, and cost not more than ten or 
cleven dollars; but yet it was made to give place to 
the new one, which, requiring a higher polish, and 
more ornament, could not be made for less than 
sixteen or seventeen dollars. Now, in order to 
make up for the additional expenses incurred in 
this way, the ordnance corps fell upon the .un- 
offending armoryers, and determined to make it 
up from their bard earnings. This (Mr. C. said) 
was the origin of the whole difficulty. He took 
the occasion to say that he did not speak as the 
representalive of these men; but as a citizen—as a 
man professing to have some of the feelings of 
humanity; for he declared before God and the 
country, that if ever there was oppression prac- 
tised on human beings, it was practised on these 
unoffending armorers by the officers of the army. 
He would give one gross and flagrant instance of 
oppression and injustice, out of many others, to 
show the House that these men did not com- 
plain without some reascn. Upon the intro- 
duction of this military rule at the armories, it 
became the pleasure of the military chief at Spring- 
field to.introduce a variety of orders, which were 
found by the workmen to be so oppressive that 
Ahey could not endure them. They were disposed 
to break out at once into resistance; and would 
f have done so, bat for the most strenuous efforts of 

tkeir friends, and the friends of government and 
good order, to induce milder measures. By this 
advice, they appointed a committee to wait on the 
superintendent, and represent to him thegrievaness 
they saifered under these military orders. The su- 
perintendent, however, by his sovereign will and 
pleasure, refused to receive them. He would. not 
receive acommitiee of armorers, The next thing 
was the appointment of a committee to wait on the 
President, and make the same representations to 
him; and this committee had to obtain leave of ab- 
sence to visit Washington for this purpose, from 
the master-armorer; for the superintendent, imme- 
diately after refusing to receive the committee, left 


| 


Springfield for Washington. And Mr. C. would here 


tons on the difficulty of making reductions in the | remark that, though he had been in office but little 
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over a year, he had been on to Washington five or 
six times. Having thus obtained leave of absence 
from the master-armorer, the committee came on 
to Washington, waited on the President, and rep- 
resented their grievances to him, They also wait- 
ed on the Military Committees of the Senate and 
the Howse, and on several ef the members of both 
Houses. But whilst they were here, in this lawful 
and orderly way, this very military superintendent, 
living at Foller’s Hotel, wrote home to the master- 
armorer to discharge every one of them; and 
they were discharged. This, Mr. C. said, was a 
“specimen of oppression which he hoped had never 
yet found a parallel in this country. [Tarning to 
My. Sranty,} Mr. C. asked if there was ever any- 
thing like it at the branch mint in North Carolina. 
Mr. C. said he could, if his time permitted, give 
many other specimens of oppression and injustice 
that had been practised towards these armorers. 

Here, Mr. CaLucun’s hour expiring, he express- 
ed a wish to be allowed a few minutes longer; in 
which several of the members joined. 

The SPEAKER said that the rule was impera- 
tive, and could only be suspended by a vote of 
two-thirds. 

Mr. BOWNE rose, and moved to strike out the 
second section, which substitutes a military super- 
intendence of the armories for a civil one. 

The CHAIR said that the motion was not then 
in order, the question being on the motion of the 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Mason] to amend the 
amendment of the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. 
C. Jounson J 


Mr.. WARD observed that he would have 
been very happy if the honorable gentleman 
who had just addressed the House [Mr, Catuoun]} 
could have been permitted to goon. As it was, 
however, he would ask permission of the com- 
‘mittee to make a few observations himself. It 
would be recollected that a message had this morn- 
ing been received from the Senate, insisting on their 
amendments to the army appropriation bill, and 
asking for a conference. Now, by appcinting a 
Committee of Conference to meet that of the Sen- 
ate, the difficulty could be adjusted without much 
farther debate; and he hoped this course would be 
taken atonce. For one, he admitted that there 
was a majority of the House in favor of reducing 
the army; and he would do nothing to impede the 
course of the majority, or to throw any obstacles 
in their way, reluctant as he was to sve this im- 
portant branch of the public defence cut down. If 
the reduction must be made, it appeared to him 
that the best way would be for the committees of 
the two Houses to agree on the extent to which it 
was to go, and to report it to their respective 
Houses, In this way the reduction could be ef- 
fected with less time than by proceeding on this 
bill. Viewing the state of our foreign affairs, he 
had opposed the reduction for the present; and he 
had_also opposed it, because of the exposed situa- 
tion of the Southwestern frontier, as represented by 
the members from that section of the country. 
He objected, also, because it seemed to him that 
an appropriation bill should not be shackled by 
provisions of such a nature. We now find (said 
Mr. W.) on our tables a bill passed by the Sen- 
ate, making a considerable reduction in the ex- 
pense of our military establishment, yet still leav- 
ing its organization complete; and we, therefore, 
have it in our power to settle the question of redue- 
tion, without going to the extreme lengths provided 
for in the appropriation bill. There were many 
members on this floor desircus cf placing the army 
on the same footing that it was placed by the act 
of 1821; and in order, therefore, to act understand- 
ingly on thesubject, it was importent io know what 
alterations had taken place since that time. The 
first addition that was made to the army was three 
surgeons and five assistant surgeons. In conse- 
quence of the number of little posta at which the 
army was distributed—at some a company, and at 
others a half company—it had been found a meas- 
ure of economy to meake this addition to the medi- 
cal staff, instead of employing citizen surgeons as 
eccasion required. The next additions were the 
dragoons, and the Sth regiment of infantry, with an 
-additional number of engineers and ordnance ofti- 
cers, And he would remark that this 8th regimeni, 
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which the gentleman from Tennessee proposed to 
strike ont of existence, was commanded by the gal- 
lant Colonel Worth, one of the ablest and most 
meritorious officers in the service. Tt would be 
recollected, also, that that regiment had served with 
distinction in Florida, and that its services there 
were not yet ended. The next proposition was to 
strike out of existence the 2d regiment of dragoons, 
which had also zealously and efficiently encount- 
ered the dangers and privations of the Florida war. 
He would venture to say that no regiment in the 
service had performed more faithful service; and 
yet it was proposed to disband it, even before it was 
known that it could be spared from the service it 
was engaged io. Still, if it had not been for the 
declaration of the members from the Southwest, 
that they could not dispense with this regiment, he 
would have been content to see it reduced; but, af- 
ter hearing such arguments as they had offered 
against its reduction, he could not give his vote 
for it. Though he bowed with submission to the 
will of the majority, and would not lay one straw 
in their way, yet he hoped that, in consideration of 
the powerful reasons that had been urged by the 
Southwestern members, the House would, in pref- 
erence, take the billsent from the Senate, and be 
content with the reduction therein made. 


Now, when it could be shown that, by amend- 
ments already made, a saving bad been effected of 
upwards of a million of dollars, he would ssk of 
gentlemen if they had not accomplished enough for 
the present? Ifit should be found necessary to 
make a farther reduction, it could be done at the 
next session of Congress, wher, he trusted, it 
would be found that all our difficulties with Eng- 
land had been satisfactorily adjusted. Surely a 
saving of one million of dollars cught to be suffi- 
cient for the present; and, by beitig content with 
that, the present organization of the army would 
not be impaired, nor its efficiency diminished. in 
the event of the proposition of the gentleman from 
Tennessee passing, everything would be broken 
up, and the army left in an imperfect and disor- 
ganized state. The 2d dragoons andthe 8ih regi- 
ment would be disbanded, and the engineer and 
ordnance corps would be completely cut up. He 
had heard a good deal said with regard to the great 
expense of the army; and he had heard a great 
deal in favor of retrenchment; but, in speaking of 
extravegant expenditures for this branch of the 
public service, he apprehended that genilemen had 
gone too far. The people throughout the country 
had been led to believe that the army cost upwards 
of eleven millions of dollars a year. This was 
idle; for, with the bill proposed by the Senate, the 
expenses of the army would not amount to more 
than three millions. Then, how was it that all this 
expense had been incurred? Why, there was a 
pension list, costing $700,000; and the annual ex- 
pense for fortifications, amounting to two or three 
raillions more. He apprehended that there were 
few gentlemen there disposed to withhold the pii- 
tance granted to the old soldiers who had achieved 
ovr independence, so that no savisg would proba- 
bly be effected in this item; but, with regard to the 
fortifications, the system was nearly completed, 
and in a short time the expenditure for them 
would cease. The same mistake bad been made 
with regard tothe navy. Take away the expendi- 
ture for the gradual increase of the navy, and the 
sum for the navy proper would not amount to 
more than two er three millions. With regard to 
the civil list, the expenditures did not amount to 
more than two millions. he whole expenditures 
of ihe Government could therefore be reduced to a 
very small som; and if his friende in the majority 
would iurn the administration of public affairs over 
to the Democratic party, he would answer for it 
that they would reduce them within the income de- 
rived from the customs and the publie lands. 
Mr. W. concluded by expressicng the hope that 
these few remarks would be received in the spirit 
in which they were made, and that they wou'd go 
to work and pass the bill, and, in two weeks from 
that time, return to their homes. g 

Mr. EDWARDS of Missouri obtained the floor: 
but yielded it to Á 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, who suggested that iho 
committee had better rise, and appoint a Commit- 


tee of Conference to meet that of the Senate on the 
disagreeing votes of the two Houses in relation to 
the amendments to the army appropriation bill. In 
this way (Mr. J. said) the difficulty might be get- 
tled withont a lengthy debate. 

Mr. McK AY, after a few remarks to the same ef- 
fect, moved that the committee rise; which motion 
prevailing, the committee rose, and reported prog- 
ress. 

On motion by Mr. FILLMORE, the House in- 
sisted on its disagreement to the amendments of 


. the Senate, and ordered that a Committee of Con- 


ference be appointed to meet that of the Senate. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON submitted a resolution 
calling on the Secretary of War for a s'a'ement 
of the allowances made to General Hernandez - 
and Colonel Duncan L. Clinch, under the act of 
2d March, 1839; which was adopted, 

Mr. STANLY submitted a resolution that all 
debate on the bill for the reorganization of the 
army should cease on to-morrow at 12 o’clock; and 
that the committee should then proceed to vote on 
the amendments. . 

Mr. WELLER objected to the reception of this 
resolution, 

The SPEAKER said thata resolution of this 
kind was always in order. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON requested the mover to 
modify the resolution by substituting 3 o’clock for 
12; which was assented to. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON farther reques'ed a modifi- 
cation, so as to allow an explanation of ten min- 
utes on each amendment that might be offered; but 
this Mr. STANLY would not agree to. 

The resolution was then adopted. 

Mr. FILLMORE submitted a resolution directe 
ing the Committee on the Library to inquire into 
the expediency of employing a competent person to 
prepare a digest, or analytical index of all the pub- 
lic documents; which was agreed to. 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Wenvespay, August 34, 1842. 


The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, covering a statement from the Register 
of the Treasury, made in compliance with a reso- 
lution of the 30th of July, showing the amount of 
money appropriated by Congress, since the year 
1835, to satisfy private claims, as follows: In 
1836, $155,885 99; in 1837, 101.235 40; in 1838, 
$268,105 91; in 1839, $173,459 08; in 1840, 
$74,722 71; in 1841, $218,156 09: total, $991,- 
565 08, in six years; which, 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, was ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. BAGBY presented a petition from the heirs 
and legal representatives of Robert C. Lane, rela- 
tive to certain slaves detained at Mobile; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, 
reported a bill forthe relief of the sureties of the 
New Orleans and Nashville Railroad Company ; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. EVANS, from the same committee to which 

had been referred the joint resolution to authorize 
the Secretary of the Treasury to settle, upan cer- 
tain terms, tue liabiliies of the sureties of Gordon 
S. Boyd, late receiver of the public moneys at Col- 
umbus, Mississippi, reported the same back, with 
an entre “substitute; which was ordered to be 
printed. 
Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, reported back, without amcndment, 
the act for the relief of the legal representatives of 
William T. Smith, who lost certain loan certifi- 
caizs, and recommended its passage, 

Mir. MERRICK, from the Committee on the 
Posi Office and Pest Roads, to which had been re- 
ferred the bill for the relief of Jozeph F. Caldwell, 
whieh bad been returned from the House wiih a 
disagreeing vote toan amendment by the Senate, 
reported the same back; with a recommendation 
that the Senate insist on its amendment. 

The quesiien was put, and the Senate insisted. 

On motion of Mr. ERR, the Senate took up for 
consideration the bill entitled An act in addition 
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to an act to promote the progress of the useful 
arts, 9 - 

. [The 24 section of the bill proposed to so extend 
the provisions of the 34 section of the act of 
March, 1837, which authorizes the renewal of pat- 
ents lost prior to the 15th December, 1836, as to 
allow a renewal of those granted prior to that 
date, though they may have been subsequently 
ost. 

The 3d section provides that any person or per- 
sons who, by his, or ber, or their own industry, 
genius, effort, and expense, may nave invenied or 
produced any new and original design, for a man- 
ufaciure, for the printing of woollen, silk, cotton, 
or other fabrics; fer a bust, statute, or bas relief, 
or any new and useful pattern, or print, or picture, 
may mare application in writing io the Commis- 
i co Patents, expressing such desire; and the 
Commiss sxer, on due proceedings h:d, may graat 
a patent tcerefor, as in ihe case now, of application 
for a. patent; and providing that the fee shall be 
half the sam paii by the respective applicants, and 
the duration of srid patent shall be 7 years. 

Phe 5ih section defends the palentecs in their 
rights, by attaching a penalty of $100 and costs 
for a violation ef such rights, to be recovered on 
action in the Waited States district and circuit 
courts; one-half to go to the patent fund, and the 
other half to the nerson suing.] 


Mr. KERR explained, at great length, that the 
bill was intended to apply the rights of patents to 
new objects, and thereby bring additional revenue 
into the petent department, and to protect the rights 
of pateniees. 

Mr. W RIGHT said, if he understood the bill, it 
opened the doors as broadly to foreigners as it did 
to our own citizens; that any foreigner who makes 
an inveniica can procure a patent for il; the only 
difference being the price to be paid for the same. 


Mr. KERR said the patent law would remain 
the same under this bill as under existing laws, 
except as to the objects patentable. Foreigners 
udder it (being Englishmen) will have to pay $500 
for a patent; French, and other nations, $300; but 
Americans only $40. 

Messrs. WRIGHT and CLAYTON maintained 
that such would be the construction of the bill, as 
the third seciion now read; avd that foreigners, in- 
stead of paying $500 and $300, woald only have 
to pay half that sum. 


Mr. MERRICK, to avoid such construction, 
moved an amendment; which, after a few remarks 
by : Messrs. PRESTON and STURGEON, as to 
their understanding of the section, was adopted. 


Mr. WRIGHT took exception to the second 
section, which, he believed, would have the effect 
io enable patentees, whose patents had expired, to 
come forward and obtain a pateat fer inventions 
which were in generai use—such as ploughs and 
other agricultural inventions; and thus enable 
them to lay a heavy tax on taose who happened 
to have those inventions in use. He was opposed 
to giving a renewal of a patent to any one ander 
such circumstances, 


` Messrs. KERR and HUNTINGTON saw no 
yeascn that the privileges should not be extended 
to those whose patents had expired after as well as 
before the burning of tht Patent Office building, 

The question now being on ordering the bill to 
be engrossed for a third reading, 

‘Mr. HUNTINGTON said he wished to ex- 
amine ifs provisions more fully, and moved to 
postpone the further consideration of the bill till 
to-morrow, ‘The question was put, and the mo- 
tion was agreed to. 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reporied a biil for the relief of Joseph 
Bryan, Harrison and Benjamin Young; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

‘Mr: MERRICK, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, reported back, withou 
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amecdmient, the joint resolution for the extension 
of certsin contracts for carrying the mail. 

Mr. WALKER said he asked the indulgence of 
the Senate to correct a very great misapprekension 
of bis remarks in the Intelligencer of this morning. 
Under the head of their Congressional Analysis was 
the fol‘owing statement: 

“But this was not all: the law lately passed to meet the Mc- 
Leod cse confers on the Supreme Court of the United States a 
jurisdiction the larger, just ia proportion as-you augment the 
number of aliens; and that jurisdiction is not only of civil, but 
of criminal cases, i 7 

[Rather inexact, Mr. Warrer, for one who, making laws, 
should understand them. “Crtminal jurisdiction,” used in this 
way, without the intimation even of any restriction, conveys 
the positive idea of the possession of all criminal cases what- 
ever, from the filliping of one’s nose up to murder in the first 
degree. Now, everybody knows that the law in question con. 
fers a criminal jurisdiction limited to such cases as McLeod’s, 
When not an expatriated man, who has renounced the protec. 
tion of his sovereign, but one acting directly under his orders, 
commits, in their execution, an act, not of personal, but of na. 
tional violence, agaiast a citizen of the United States. The 
legislator who teaches such an extreme misapprehension of the 
laws, runs sine risk of being instrumental to their being broken 
and set aside,” } 

Now, if the Intelligencer had chosen to refer to 
his speech cn this bill, published at length in the 
Globe of the 29.h of July, they would have per- 
ceived how erroneous was this statement. In that 
speech he (Mr. W.) had proved, not that the bill in 
question embraced every criminal case, but that 
1t was based on principles by which Congress, in 
its discretion, might give to the Federal courts ex. 
clasive jurisdiction iu all cases, civil and criminal, 
in which an alien was a party; and the same 
remarks were repeated on the last eccasion. This 
faci, too, must have been known to the {n‘elligen- 
cer, for they had before them his (Mr. Ws) print- 
ed specch, and, also, tbat of the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetis, to which his (Mr. W.’s) was a reply. 
In that speech, in deience of the McLeod bill, that 
Senator said, in his argument written out by him- 
seif, and printed long since by the Intelligencer, 
as follows: 


But, Mr. President, on this question listen to a witness of the 
age of the Constitution; listen to the “genuine information de- 
livered to the Legislature of the State ot Maryland relative to 
the proceedings of the general convention held at Philadelphia 
in 1787, by Luther Martin, esq., auorney general pf Maryland, 
and one of the delegates in the said convention.“” Mr. Martin, 
just. returned from the convention, of which he had been an 
energetic member, in the presence of one or more of his col- 
leagues in that body; in the presence of the House of Delegates 
of Maryland, to which he was making an elaborate report of 
the deliberations and proceedings which had resulted in the 
Constitution, and an elaborate analysis of theWonstituiion itself, 
then and there employs this language: 

“Phe inquiry concerning, aad trial of, every offence against, 
and breach of, the laws of Congress are also confided to its 
courts. The same courts, also, have the sole right to inquire 
concerning, and iry, every offence. from the lowest to the 
highest, committed by the citizens of any other Stale, or of a 
foreign nation, against the laws of this Niate, within its ter- 
ritory. And in althese cases, the decision may be ultimately 
brought before the supreme tribunal, since the appellate juris- 
diction extends to criminal, as well as to civil cases.” — Vates's 
Minutes of the Federal Convention of \787. 4 Eiliot’s De- 
bates, paged. ; 

He, then, certainly believed that “controversies” embraced 
criminal coutroversies. I know he opposed and dreaded 
the Constitution. F even admire, although I wonder at 
aud disapprove, the solemn earnestness and energy of 
thought and expression with which he cautions the del- 
egates of Maryland to dash to the earth the cup of poi- 
son which the convention had commended to their lips. 
But he was then a man, as I have always heard, of a 
most poweriul and penetrating understanding; trained by all 
the learning, and by the long exercise of his profession, and of 
perfect integrity and hoaor, That he rightly coraprehended«he 
obiccts and the provisions of the judicial power, would seem, n 
the highest dezree. probable; that he would veniure—the high- 
est law officer in Maryland—at the head of his profession—fresh 
from the sittings of the convention--in presence of his col- 
leagues~in presence of the Legislature—to misstate these ob- 
jects and provisions, J do not believe. Certainly you cannot 
produce a particie of contemporaneous testimony in apposition 
to this, to be compared a moment with it for pertinence axd for 
strength.” 


Here the Intelligencer had before them, in their 
own columns, in this very able argument in favor 
of the McLeod bill, the unequivocal statement that 
the bill could be extended, at the discretion of 
Congress, to embrace all the cases stated by him, 
of “every eff-nee” committed by an alien, “from 
the lowest io the highest;” or, as the Intelligencer 
states, “from the filliping of one’s nose up to mur- 
der.” And yet, for this statement made by him, 


and which was exactly true, and will not be gues- 


tioued by any Senator, the Intelligencer deemed 
his (Mr. W.’s) misapprehension so great ‘8# to 
render him more fit for a law-breaker than a law- 
maker. Mr. W. said, after such extraordinary 
and most unwasrantable remarks of the Intelli- 
gencer, he could not forbear to state, that 
never, as he believed, had any speech, written out 
at large by him, been republished by them. In 
this respect he desired no change, and made no 
complaint; on the contrary, he regarded this omis- 
sion rather as a- compliment. But, inasmuch as 
the Intelligencer thought proper to withhold from 
their readers all his speeches written out at large 
by himself, he thought he had a right to ask 
that they would withhold ail comment on those 
speeches; and especially that they would not sub- 
stitute their misapprehension for the printed speech. 
It was due to. candor that he (Mr. W.) should 
state that the Senator from Massachusetts bad not 
placed his main reliance on the doctrine quoted 
from Luther Martin; still he had stated bis clear 
conviction that Congress might exercise such a 
power, and had made a most able and very elapo» 
rate argument to prove it. A 
THE TARIFF BILL, \ 
On motion of Mr, EVANS, the Senate proceeds ; 
ed with the unfinished business of yesterday, (being / 
the further consideration of thejrevenue bill,) as in | 
committee of the whole; the question pending be- 
ing on Mr. Benton’s amendment to strike oat the 
word seven, and insert five, in the 91h line of the first 
section; which will be understood from the follows 
ing extract of that part of the first section in which 
the werd seven occurs: 


“On coarse wool manufactured, the value whereof, at the 
last port or place whence exported to the United States, shall 
be seven cents, or under, per pound, there shall be levied a duty 
of five per centum ad valorem. 


Mr. BENTON said that on this motion, as on all 
others to be made either by himself or others, he 
intended to be brief, limiting himself to the ex- 
planatory statements which were necessary to make 
his object known. He wished to have his share in 
the legislation of the session, and for that purpose 
to cffer the amendments which he deemed neces- 
sary to improve the character of the biil; buthe 
did not wish to delay the action of ihe body, and 
prolong a session already too long, The bill be- 
fore the Senate wes an important onea tax bill 
cf 54 pages—and it was his right and his duty to 
attempt toimprove it. He could not reconcile it 
to any sense of duty to permit 54 pages of taxes to 
go through the Senate without examination, and 
without atiending to details, and the dutieson items, 
in which all practical legislation depended. The 
present moiicn was to reduce the minimum on wool 
from 7 cents to 5 cents. By the bill, wool was di- 
vided into two classes: above 7 cents cosi, it is to 
pay a heavy duty, to wit: 3 cenis per pound, and 
30 per centum on the value; costing less than 7 
cents, it is to pay but 5 per cenm, which is the 
same as free, i , 

Now the object of the bill is revenue, and these 
rates defeat revenue: one is too high, the otker too 
low. All the wool that is imported, will be so 
managed as to bring it under the 7 cents cost. 
This is proved by experience. The same classifi« 
cation of imported wool has been heretofore made— 
8 cents being given in place of 7—~and what was 
the consequence? Why, that nine millions ‘of 
pounds weight of foreign wool was imported at a 
value under 8 cents, to wit, at 74 cents; and 
ouly half a million pounds weight above the value 
of 8 cents. Thus, there was no revenue from. 
wool! and thus it will be again; for although 7 
cents is substituted for 8, yet the universal reduc- 
tion of prices is greater than in that proportion; 
and the result will be the same under the minimum 
of 7as of 8, No revenue will be had from wool, 
and an injury will be done to agriculture. Wool 
isan agricultural product. All paris of our coun- 
try produce it, and produce all qualities of it, and 
in any quantity that the manufacturers can cone 


- sume; The argument on the other side is, that ao 
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wool of this low-priced kind is grown in the United 
®Btates. To which the answer might be, that this bill 
intends there shall be none such; and, for tbat pur- 
pose, will take care to keep down the home prod- 
uct, by encouraging the foreign importation. Even 
` if all should be fair, and no woo! actually imported 
but that which cost less than 7 cents; still there 
wowd be an interference with our domestic wool; 
for this item, differing from the rule established for 
` other importations—ihe home valuation—iakes the 
foreign cost for the ascertainment of the valae; and 
we know that on the coasts of Asia Minor and 
in South America, the sheep is worth almost noth- 
ing; and the wool is, consequently, purchased for a 
mere trifle. If all was fair, there would still 
be a dangerous interference with home-grown 
wool; but all would not be fair! Good wool 
will be mixed up with coarse. Low prices in 
foreign ports—in Asia and South America—will be 
proved: and wool worth much more than 7 cents 
the pound will be imported at 5 per centum—that 
is to say, free of duty—will be imported as costing 
Jess. This has been the case under the 8 cents 
limit, and will be under the 7; and thus, an injury 
will be worked both to the revenue and to the agri- 
cultural interest of the country. Mr. B., showed 
that the bill contained provisions to counteract these 
frauds, which admitted iheir existence; while the law 
was impotent to prevent them. The true remedy 
‘was, to make the limit so low, that it would only 
cover the really coarse wools; and he proposed 5 as 
the limit, which would effect that object. Mr. B. 
said it was evidently to favor manufactures that 
this classitication of wools was made, and nine mil- 
lions of pounds admitted free of duty. Now, (Mr. B. 
said,) the manufacture which worked up a domestic 
material stood on a very different footing from those 
which worked up foreign materials. The former en- 
couraged our agriculture; the latter discouraged it. 
And of this character was the manufacture of this 
foreign wool. It was the manufacture of a foreign 
article; and if to this is added that foreign soap is 
to be admitted free of duty, to wash it—foreign oil 
free, to grease it—and foreign ingredients free, to 
dye it—then the name of domestic manufacture 
would become fanciful and imaginary. There 
would be nothing domestic about it but the name. 
Mr. B. said that a further reason for making these 
coarse wools pay some revenue to the treasury, was 
in the fact that thecloths manufactured out of them 
were powerfully protected by a heavy duty on for- 
eign woollens—no less than 40 per cent. on the 
home value, with 10 per cent. more if imported in 
a foreign vessel. Thus the manufacturer was to 
bave the wool free, and then to havea large protec- 
tion on the cloth made out of it! 
The question was then taken, and resulted in the 
negative—yeas 18, nays 26, as follows: 


YGAS—Measrs, Allen, Benton, Buchanan, King, Linn, 
McRoberts, Preston, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tap: 
pan, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—J5, 

NAYS—Messrs, Bagby, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Calhoun, 
Choate, Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Dayton, Evans, Graham, 
Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, 


Porter, Simmons, Sprague, Tallmadge, Walker, Whit 
Woodbridge—26, © 758S, e oe een 


Mr. PRESTON moved an amendment to the 
same portion of the first section. It was to change 
the words “five per cent.ad valorem,” to 20 per 
cent. ad valorem. 


Mr. EVANS did not approve of the proposed 
change. 


Messrs. PRESTON, KING, WOODBURY, and 
CUTHBERT supported the motion, on the ground 
that, if revenue were the object of the bill, a duty 
of 20 per cent. ad valorem would best effect that 
object. 

It was opposed by Mr. EVANS, on the ground 
thatthe growih of coarse wool ought to be dis- 
couraged, and that of fine wool encouraged; which 
would be the effect of a low duty, or no duty at 
all, on coarse wool. 

Mr. SEVIER called for the yeas and nays on the 
amendment; which were ordered. 

The question was then taken, aad resulted in the 
negative—yeas 17, nays 25, as follows: 


YEAS—Measrs. Allen, Benton, Fulton, King, Linn, McRob- 
erts, Phelps, Preston, Sevier, Smith of onnecticut, Sturgeon, 
Tappan, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young 


NAYS—Messrs, Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choate, 
Clayton, Conrad Crafts, "Crittenden, Daytoa, Evans, Gra- 


ham, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, More- 
head, Porter, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Talimadge, 
White, and Woodbridge—25. 


Mr. TAPPAN moved an addition to the 30th 
section of the bill, to the effect that those small 
custom houses whichdo not receive as much mo- 
ney in revenue as they cost in expenses, be discon- 
finned. Heexplained his object, but was imper- 
fecily heard in the gallery. He was understood as 
pointing out the number of custom-houses in which 
the amount of expenditure exceeded the whole 
amount of revenue coliected, and the necessity of 
the reorganization which his amendment provided 
for. 

Mr. EVANS remarked that all the Senator said 
was very true; but he had two objections to his 
amendment: one was, that it was improper toin- 
troduce, in a revenue bill, an organic law to reor- 
ganize the machinery of collecting revenue; anoth- 
er was, that it was right and proper in itself to keep 
up the custom-houses, even when the duties re- 
ceived did not amount to one-fourth of the expense. 
This expense was an outlay to secure the revenue 
received for the country at large. It prevented 
smuggling and frauds on the revenue, which would 
very soon be conspicuous if those custom-houses 
were withdrawn. The smugglers would be very 
glad, indeed, if those smal) custom-houses were 
abolished. 

Mr. WRIGHT acknowledged that the object the 
Senator from Ohio had in view was a very laud- 
able and desirable one, if it could be put in prac- 
tice, without doing more harm than good. The 
absence of a sufficiency of revenue to pay the ex- 
penses of small ports, was a strong evidence of the 
efficiency of the arzangements for collecting rev- 
enue in the really commercial ports of entry. Im- 
portations to any great extent cannot legitimately 
be large in any of those border ports, or the small 
ports on the Allantic coast; the natural course of 
trade being to the great ports of commerce, These 
small custom-houses are mere guards: they should 
not be ports to depend upon for revenue. There- 
fore,the expense must necessarily be borne, for the 
advantage of the revenue, though it exceed their 
own receipts. 


Mr. HUNTINGTON enforced the same view 
of the subject in a more elaborate form, and called 
on the Senator from Ohio to give up his amend- 
ment. 

Mr. PORTER was of the same opinion, and ad- 
verted to the statisties of Michigan in support of 
this view of the subject. 

Mr. WOODBURY thought there were undoubt- 
edly divisions of the duties of custom-house offi: 
cers which it was desirable to make; but he thought 
this improvement ought to be the subject of a sepa- 
rate bill, and would be inappropriate in a bill to 
raise revenue. 

Mr. TAPPAN withdrew his amendment, 

Mr. BENTON moved to strike out from the first 
section of the bill that part of the 8th and 9th lines 
containing these words: ‘‘at the last port or place 
whence exported to the United States.” 

Mr. B. explained the reason which he thought 
should prevail for striking out these words. 

Mr. EVANS stated that the expressions did not 
convey the meaning which the Senator supposed. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. WRIGHT moved to strike out from the 
Tih section, page 5, the following proviso : 

“Provided, Thatall manufactures of cotton, or of which cot- 
ton shall be a component fart, not dyed, colored, printed, or 
stained, not exceeding in value 20 cents per square yard, shall 
be valued at 20 cents per square yard, 

“And if dyed, colored, printed, or stained, in whole or in part, 
not exceeding in value 30 cents per square yard, shall be valued 
at 30 cents the square yard; excepting velvets, cords, moleskins, 
fustians, buffalo cloths, or goods manufactured by napping or 
raising, Cutting or shearing, not exceeding in value 35 cents the 
square yard, which shail he valued at 35 cents per square yard 
and duty paid accordingly.” g 

Mr. W. observed that bis motion was to strike 
out the proviso, which embraced the minimums, 
as they are called, upon the cotton goods; the con- 
sequence of which would be, if the motion 


. prevailed, to leave aduty of 30 per cent. ad va- 


lorem upon all cotton goods, Mr. W.said the min- 
Imums would jast about double that duty; and he 
read the following memorial, which he said was 
from some twenty or more of the commercial 
houses of New York, being importers of cottons: 


Ist. That the tariff bill passed in 1832, imposed a duty of 74 
cents per square yard on colored cottons, and of 74 cents per 
square yard on bleached and unbleached cottons, 

2d. That the abovementioned duty was in reality a heavy pro» 
tection, and was so considered by Congress, by the manufac- 
turers, and by the merchants. , f 

3d. That the duty proposed in the bill introduced into the 
House of Representatives by the Committee of Ways and 
Means, imposes a duty of 9 cents per square yard on colored, 
and 6 to 74 cents per square yard on bleached cottons, and of 
103 cents per square yard on cotton fustians, É 

4th. That the cost of all kinds of cottons in this country and 
in Europe is now less, by at least 40 per cent., than the cost of 
the same goods in 1832. F , 

5th. That, therefore, the duty proposed in the bill before 
mentioned is double that of the highly-protective tariff of the 
year 1832. The duty per yard is increased—the cost per yard 
now being nearly one-half of the cost of 1832. 

6th. The proposed duty on cotton goods is, consequently, not 
a duty for revenue nor for protection; but is, in reality, pro- 
hibitory. s 

7th. The import of cotton goods has gradually and steadily 
declined, notwithstanding the great reduction of former duties 
under the compromise act, and the reduction in the cost; and 
the increase of population has had no influence in checking 
this diminution. A . 

Sth. That, therefore. we do not believe the manufacturers of 
cotton goods require any further protection; but that, if it is to 
be granted them, it is evident that a duty of 5 cents per square 
yard will be as high a protection to them, at present prices, as 
82 cents was in 1832. . i 4 

9th. That the exceeding low price at which a good service- 
able article of cotton goods can now be manufactured, is a suf- 
ficient guaranty that no flimsy or useless fabrics would be in- 
troduced under an ad valorem duty, as is urged by the advo- 
cates of a square-yard duty; indeed, such cotton goods are now 
seldom seen. 

Your memorialists, justly alarmed at the passage of the sec- 
tion regarding cottons, in the bill now before the House of Rep- 
resentatives; and believing that it was there sanctioned under 
the impression that a former duty, with slight modifications, 
was alone reimposed, earnestly entreat your honorable body to 
take the above incontrovertible facts into consideration, when 
the bill comes before you for discussion. 


Mr. W. further read a statement of the impor- 
tation of cotton goods by a single house, during 
the «pring of the present year, before the 30th of 
June, and therefore before the last reduction of du- 
ty under the compromise act. The statement was 
as follows: 


“Statement showing the cost, quantity of square 


` 


yards, amount of duty paid, and amount of duty” 


which would accrue under Mr, Fillmore’s tariff 
bill, on 652 cases of cotton goods—being all the 
cotton goods received by the subscribers at the 
port of New York, in January, 1842: 


Quautity of cases ~ - 652 packages 
Amount of invoices in pounds ster- 
ling - - - £26,949 15s. 


Amount of invoices in doliars, at 


$4 80 to the pound sterling . $129,359 
Quantity of square yards, colored 785,791 
Quantity of square yards, bleached 48,420 
Amount of goods costing over 35 

cents per square yard, and subject 

to ad valorem duty - ° $2,883 | 
Amount of duty paid on foregoing A 

goods -~ - - =- $40,042 95 


or 30 95-100 per ct. 
Amount of duty which would accrue 
under the bill now before the Sen- 
ate - -> - - $75,078 99 
or 58 4-100 per ct,” 


Mr. W. said he"did not propose to detain the 
Senate. He had only to say that he made this 
motion because his object was te make a revenue 
bill; and he believed these duties, as contained in 
the bill, so far from increasing the revenue, would 
defeat it altogether, by prohibiting wholly the im- 
portation of these goods. He would not add 
another word, except that he believed a duty of 30 
per cent. all the protection which any branch of 
the cotton manufacture in this conntry needed, 
without giving an odious monopoly, and raising the 
price upon the consumers of the most common 
colton cloths, without patting a cent into the treas- 
ury, 

Mr. EVANS remarked that the principle of this 
proviso was one which had been acted upon for 
a long series of years. It had been embodied in 
every revenue bill heretofore, and had had the 
happiest effect in improving the home fabric, and 
rendering it cheaper to the consumer. 

Mr, WRIGHT called for the yeas and nays on 
the amendment; which were ordered, 

Mr. SIMMONS explained that the duties pro- _ 
posed in this bill on those articles had no other ob- 
ject than that of making the proportionate increase 
which required an amount of revenue to be raised 
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from all the sources of revenue, from 15 millions 
to 27 millions. : f : 

_ Mr. GRAHAM called fora division of the ques- 
tion, from. line 11 to line 14, and from that to the 
end of the section. ` 

The question was then taken on the first division, 
being the first branch of the quoted proviso, and 
ao in the negative—yeas 15, nays 25, as fol- 

ows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Calhoun, Fulton, 
King, McRoherts, Preston, Rivés, Sevier, Walker, Wilcox, 
Woodbury, Wright, and Young—15, ` 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choate, 
Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Graham, 
Huntington, Kerr, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter. 
Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, White, and 
Woodbridge—25, 

The question then came up on the second division. 

Mr. WRIGHT observed that he was well satis- 
fied 30 per cent. was sufficient protection on any 
cotton manufacture. 

Mr. BENTON read from the document of the 
Commerce and Navigation of the United States, 
the statement of the exportation of domestic man- 
ufactured cottons, and showed that the exports for 
the year 1840 amounted to three anda half mil- 
lions of dollars, and that these exports went to all 
foreign countries—to South America and to China, 
and to the British possessions in the East and 
‘West. Indies, and there contended with the cot- 
‘tons of all the worid. After that, what reason, he 
demanded, could be wanted for a high protective 
or prohibitory duty here, unless it was to exclude 
foreign cottons under the minimum altogether, and 
give a monopoly to the domestic manufacturer? 
Mr. B. read the table of the domestic manufactured 
cottons for the year 1840, and showed it to be—~ 


Of printed and colored cottons - $398,977 
White cottons -~ - - 2,925,257 
Wankeens - - - 1,200 
Twist, yarn, and thread - - 31,445 
All other cotton manufactures = 192,728 

3,549,607 


Mr. B. said these were the gross exportations: 
the detailed statement showed where they went, 
and that they went all over the world, and contended 
with foreign cottons under every clime. He in- 
stanced some of these: to Chili $827,000 in white 
cotions, and $30,000 in printed; to China $361,995 
- of whilg; to the British East Indies $153,484 of the 
same; to Brazil-$391,170 of white, and $79,533 of 
` printed; to Mexico $155,000 of white, and $86,883 
of printed; and so on, there being scarcely a coun- 
try in Europe, Asia, Africa, or America, to which 
our manufactured cottons, and especialiy white cot- 
. tons, were not now carried. This shows that they 
can go abroad and contend with the cottons of the 
whole world. Then why this prohibition of foreign 
importations? Why this arbitrary minimum and 
fictitious valuation, except to create a monopoly in 
favor of the home manufacturers? As manu- 
facturing a domestic article, he was willing to 
give the cotton manufacturer the highest incidental 
protection resulting from a revenue duty, (say 
30 or 334 per centum cn the value;) but he 
could not go for prohibition and monopoly, and 
that in a bill professedly for revenue! He was 
against the minimum valuation, and the fictitious 
value upon that arbitrary value; because it was 
wrong in itself, and because it threw the weight 
of taxation on the coarse articles, and consequently 
on the working people who use them. Cotton 
goods, which cost 6 or 8 cents, are to be taxed 
upon a valuation of 20 cents. This was not only 
confounding, but reversing, the principles of taxa- 
tion, By those principles, the rick and idle should 
pay the highest tax: by this bill, the poor and the 
Jaborer are to be taxed highest. 
The question was then taken on the second 
division of the proviso, and resulted in the nega- 
tive—yeas 17, nays 24, as follows: 


YEAS—Messras. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Calhoun, Fulton, 
` Graham, King, Linn, McRoberts, Preston, Rives, Sevier, 
‘Walker, Wilcox, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—{7. 
NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choate, 
Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, H unting- 
ton, Kerr, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Simmons, 
Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, White, and Wood- 
bridge—24,. - 
Mr. WOODBURY wished to present an amend- 
ment intimately connected with commerce and 


navigation. It was in relation to the 11th line of 
the 12th section, 37th page: to strike out the words 
“sixty days,” and insert “six months,” in the fol- 
lowing passage: ` 

_ “And if any such goods [imported goods, on which the duty 
is neglected to be paid] remain in public store beyond sixty 
days (except in the case of goods imported from beyond the 
Cape of Good Hope, remaining for the space of 90 days) with- 
out payment of the duties thereon, then said goods, warés, and 
merchandise, &c., shall be appraised, and sold at auction,” é&c, 

Mr. W. observed that, being on the commit- 
tee whose official duty it was specially to ex- 
amine the character of this bill, he had regretted 
to find it strangely hostile to the commercial and 
navigating interests of the country. He therefore 
felt obliged, by his regard to the extensive, useful, 
and important interests connected with those 
branches of industry, to make an effort (probably 
unavailing) to relieve them, in these embarrassed 
times, from new burdens and oppressive restric- 
tions. These matters at large he would not, at this 
late hour, debate. He knew the Senate was impa- 
tient for final action. Hence he would at once name 
the first object—which was to exempt the shipbuild- 
ers and shipowners from the new duty imposed by 
this bill on copper sheathing. This article had 
been free for several years, if not always; and now, 
when the navigating interests were admitted to be 
heavily burdened otherwise by high duties on the 
hemp, cordage, and iron used in their great and 
vital manufacture of ships, you, the professed 
friends of commerce, propose to tax it still more on 
this essential article. 

Without saying another word on this subject 
now, when the committee rose he would ask the 
favor of the yeas and nays in the House on the 
motion to place copper plates for sheathing vessels 
in the free list. 

The next particular in which the bill was very 
objectionable, was. the short time it allowed mer- 
ehandise to remain in store without being sold, un- 
less the duty was paid. Formeriy, a long credit 
was given on goods taken out of store, though for 
immediate sale er consumption. But now, cash 
duties were required—and he thought properly, on 
several general considerations. Yet the system 
being new, it certainly seemed advisable not to 
push the system of collections unnecessarily and 
harshly beyond its fair extent. He, therefore, 
moved to extend the time from two to six months 
for selling goods in store, on which the duties re- 
mained unpaid. č 

Mr. SIMMONS said this was going back to the 
credit system, and was worse than that. 

Mr. WOODBURY replied that not a day’s credit 
was requesied by his amendment on a single ar- 
ticle taken out of the public stores, eitber for sale 
or consumption. The Senator mistook the case. 
While the goods remained unused and unwanted, 
nobody was injured by their continuing longer in 
store. It defrauded neither the revenue nor the 
manufacturer, 

It was sound commercial wisdom everywhere 
to let foreign merchandise be exonerated from tax- 
ation while it was in depot or warehoused. No 
Sagacious mercantile policy ever acted otherwise. 

Mr. SIMMONS asked if this had ever been done 
in this country. 

The question was then taken; and resulted in 
the negative—yeas 11, nays 25, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs Bagby, Benton, Calhoun, Linn, McRoberts, 
Rives, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Woodbury, and Wright—1L, 

NAYS—Messrs, Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Buchanan, 
Choate, Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, 
Huntington, Kerr, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, 
Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, White, and 
Woodbridge—25. 


Mr. WOODBURY said his next amendment, in 
promotion of commerce and navigation, was to ex- 
tend the period of re-exportation, with a drawback, 
from one to three years. The last term had been 
our law for eight or ten years—-and that, under Ad- 
ministrations which had been assailed as unfriendly 
to merchants. But now, forsooth, under the pow- 
ers that be, which were to reform all this, the mer-. 
chants are to be cut off from two-thirds of this 
privilege. The Senate had just cut them off from 
another permission, to keep any goods in store with- 
out paying the duties—a practice, he would now 
apprize the Senator from Rhode Island, that had 
long existed here, as to wines, spirits, teas, &c., as 
well as in other countries. 


This bringing cf merchandise here, and then 
carrying it to other countries, had always been: one 
of the most prosperous branches of business to: our 
shipping. It was now from one-fifth to one-sev¢ 
enth of the whole employment. of our tonnage -en- 
gaged in foreign trade, and had, in its halcyon days, 
a third of a century ago, engrossed half of it. The 
Senate seem unconscious of the new and great em- 
barrassment and injury they thus produce, by . de= 
priving that valuable branch of business of many 
beneficial freights, and preventing our cities from 
becoming, like the most flourishing in Europe 
at different eras, vast warehouses for assorted cars 
goes for most of the world. 

The question was then taken, and resulted in the 
negative—yeas 15, nays 24, as follows: ; 

YEAS—Measrs. Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, Fulton, 
Linn, McRoberts, Rives, Sevier, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, 
Williams, Woodbury, and Wright—I5. , 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choate, 
Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Hun- 
tington, Kerr, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, 
Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, White, and 
Woodbridge—-24. 

Mr. WOODBURY said that, immediately con- 
nected with this, was another extraordinary burden 
imposed by this bill on the mercantile interest. 
It was a new tax of 24 per cent. on all drawbacks. 
This had been abolished many years ago by the 
administration reproached as hostile in other respects 
to commerce. But now it was reimposed by the 
boasted friends of the latter. ‘These were the 
methods in which relief was to be extended. 

The re-export is taxed, not because the article is 
either sold or consumed here, or because this 
branch of business is at all injurious to mane 
ufacturers. But the tax isa mere tax—a naked 
burden on the navigating interest. As the fees’ 
might, by some, be supposed not entirely to cover 
all custom-house expenses connected with this 
matter, he would obviate even that objection, by 
moving to strike off all but 1 percent., which would: 
be enough to indemnify every pretended charge. 

This amendment was rejected. 

Mr. WOODBURY observed, that these various 
votes against what seemed to him but naked jus- 
tice to taose of our citizens connected with foreign 
commerce, did not encourage him to make many 
more attempts in their favor. But there was a 
marking, certifying, &c. of teas, on the 40th page, 
which would be burdensome in fees, and other 
ways, to those engaged in that trade, and to pure 
chasers. He would ask the chairman if it was not 
put in formerly, when. the bill made the duties spe- 
cific on teas? and, if so, whether they were at all 
necessary now that the duty was ad valorem? 

Mr. EVANS thought the clause still necessary, in 
some respects; though his information was not ¢xact 
concerning it, as his attention had not before been 
called te it, 

Mr. WOODBURY added, that it was a system 
expressly abolished in 1832 as useless and op- 
pressive. We now seek to revive it, to the direct 
injury of commerce. It seems that we are to take 
the back wack in everything favorable to trade, 
and abolish at once all which others have done to 
advance its prosperity. Nothing is attempted in 
the way of improvement or reform; but everything 
is retrograde. He moved to strike out the pro- 
visien. 

This amendment was also rejected. 

Mr. WOODBUR said one more attempt to pre~ 
vent loss, or new embarrassment to the foreign 
trade, and he had done for the present. The pros- 
pect was hopeless of succeeding in anything, un- 
less it tended to advance manufactures, Agricul- 
ture and commerce, and even revenue; fared equal- 
ly bad, and were all madeto bend to the interests in 
manufactures. What he should now attempt, was 
to insert in the 49th page a provision exonerating 
cargoes from the operation of this bill, when the 
vessels containing them bad sailed on the Ist of 
August from ports homeward, situated this side of 
Cape Horn and the Cape of Good Hope. The 
bijl now exempted those sailing from beyond those 
capes before the Ist of September. Why not then 
grant a like and just privilege this side, considering 
the difference in distance? No frauds could occur 
by it, as the vessels must have sailed some time 
even before the passage of the bill. Failing in 


this; (as he doubiless should, from the inveterate 
aversion discovered to-day to give any relief. what- 
ever to navigation and commerce,) he should not at 
present propose any further amendment. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
‘was rejected. ; 

Mr. McROBERTS moved to strike out tea and 
coffee from dutiable articles. If the land tund were 
restored to the treasury, it would yield three mil- 


lions; anid that would be. sufficient to meet the du- 


ties-on tea, coffee, and salt. He therefore moved, 
in page 9, section first, to insert among the free ar- 
ticles tea and coffee. 


Mr. BENTON called fora division of the sub- 
-~ ject. He wished it first to be taken upon striking 
out tea, and for an obvious reason. Coffee came 
from a country which was in the habit of taking 
much of our egricaltural productions. 
‘Mr. KiNG was in favor of including those arti- 
eles among free articles, if the land fund were re- 
Stored to the treasury- 


Mr. ALLEN said he was aware that the amend- 
ment offered by the Senaior from Alabama would 
be proposed; yet he had no hope that it would 
be adopted—none whatever. Let the character cf 
the bill be what it might—however monstrous—it 
was ordained that it should pass, and without giving 
any reasons. He had risen to mark the circum- 
stance which had given rise to the bil], and which 
went to establish a principle more daring ttan any 
which were embodied in it. He would notas- 
cribe to the bill the origin ef the practice by which 
it was passed. That practice originated with ano- 
ther: bill which came here trom the House, and 
was passed without consideration, and against the 
judgment of the Senate. He referred to the ap- 
portionment bili, which came to ihe Senate with its 
second section inserted by a carefully drilled party 
vote. In this body, it was referred to one of the 
standing committees~-a coimitee selected for its 
wisdom and its knowledge of matters appertaining 
to the judiciary—a committee composed of a ma- 
jority of the triumphant party in the Senate and the 
House, and constituted for the express purpose of 
representing the will of that majerity. After full 
consideration, that commitiee—acting upon their 
oaths—repoiied back the bill with amendments, 
What did the Senate do? It refused to vote the 
amendments. Other amendments were proposed, but 
they fell as with the fatality of an omniscient de- 
cree. 


Not one of that party forming the majority in 
the two Honses of Congress voted for these amend- 
menis; and why? Was it that they were not 
necessary or proper? Was it that it would be 
unwise to amend the bili? No, sir; but, as avowed 
by the Senator from Louisiana—if you amend a 
single section of the bill, it would render its fate 
uncertain in another quarter. The Senate, then, 
refuses to exercise its solemn legislative faculties, 
suspends its constitutional attributes, and declares 
its want ef confidence in the stability of the House, 
and its unwillingness to trust the House with the 
revision of its own doings. What (said Mr. 
ALLEN) is the character of the bill which it is not 
permitted the Senate to amend? It isa bill im- 
posing a tax of ¢27,000,000 on the people of this 
country; a bil on a subject so sacred, as to. be 
required to origitate only in that House which 
is supposed to represent y embodied will 
of the people; a bill, whi must be con- 
sidered in Committee of the Whole, to take it 
out of the reach of the previous question;—such a 
bill as this, coming from the House with all the 
marks of baste, incomplete, monstrous in all its 
lineaments, recommended by a committee which 
speaks the will ef the majority in beth Houses, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance, and reported to 
the Senate by that committee with various amend- 
ments. What does the Senate do? The bill is 
called up; but, instead of examining the propriety 
of these amendments, the party which compose the 
majority of that very committee—that party whica 
compovre the majority of the Serate and ihe House— 
put the party which represents but one-third of the 
American people, if we are to take as a standard 
the expression of popular will that we have re- 
cently hadj—-by that party these amendments gre, in 


ai 


i theix.order, voted: down; and the determination is 
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avowed of passing the bill as itis.. : 

Has, the Senate of the United States any right to 
say that it will not exercise its legitimate functions, 
and make itself a mere mindless mass, ready to re- 
ceive whatever may be brought to it from the 
House, without thought or consideration? It is a 
bill to impose on your constituents, sir, a tax, the 
most odious.and oppressive that has ever been im- 
posed since the last war. Tie universal cry of the 
nation is relief, instead of burdens; and yet you are 
required to vote for this bill, to tax your constituents 
to the amount- of twenty-seven millions of dollars, 
without exerting your faculty of reason, lest the bill 
should go back to the House. And why not let it 
go back to the House? Why, because the bill 
came here by a majority of but two or three, and a 
majority not exclusively a party majority—a tax 
of twenty-seven millions of dollars, to be imposed 
withcat thought cr consideration, under the spur of 
the gag in the House, and with muffled mouths 
and tied hands in the Senate, for the reason that 
the publiccalami:ies are crying aloud in our ears. 
This tay is to be imposed by a Congress condemned 
and cashiered by the people. This is the sort of 
Conzress, and these are the means, by which a bill 
of this species is to be passed—and thar, too, sir, in 
the eighth month of the session, when want of time 
is made an additional pretext for hastening the 
adoption of an important bill of this kind, without 
consideration and without examination, under the 
exercise of the gag in one House, and in the o ber 
under the operation of astern, irrevocab!e, indomi- 
table decree. If this is the way in which laws are 
to be passed, it is time the people should know it. 
The peopte of this country are a speaking, a hear- 
ing, and a thinking people; and they will not fail to 
mark those who endeavor to procure the passage 
of aa enormous tax in this manner. 

There is not a Senator on the other side—taken 
Separately and detached from his party—who 
would not be disposed to amend the bill; yet, it is fa- 
ted to pass, with all its imperfections on itshead— 
a bill which continues the distrioution of the pro- 
ceeds of the pudlic lands, and imposes taxes on the 
very siomacns of the people, to make up the 
amount thus abstracted. 


He (Mr. A.) hoped such amendments as might 
be deemed wise aud proper would yet be moved, 
without regard to time or any other circumstance; 
and that upon every such amendment the yeas and 
nays would be taken, so that the country might 
mark the course of Senators by taeiracts; and that 
when we come to review the bill as revised, 
they might see at once who were in favor of 
this encrmous mass of taxation. He (Mr. A.) 
would not vote to tax the people one dollar beyond 
the amount required by the sternest and most in- 
dispensable necessity. 

‘The question was then taken on the first branch 
of the amendment, (tea,) and rejected: yeas 20, 
nays 27, as follows: 

YEAS—Messts. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, Sevier, Smith of 
Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Williams, 
Woodbury, Wright, and Young—20, 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choate, 
Clayton, Conrad, Crafis, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Hunting- 
ton, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, 
Presion, Rives, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tall. 
madge, White, and Woodbridge—27. 

The question was then taken on the second 
branch, (ccfize,) and resulted also in the negative: 
yeas 20, nays 27, as follows: 

YEAS---Messre. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun: 
Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, Sevier, Smith of 
Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Williams, 
Woru, tighi and Young—20, à 

AYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choat 
Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Hunting 
ton, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, 
Preston, Rives, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tall 
madge, White, and Woodbridge—27. 

Mir. BENTON moved to strike out from the 
middle of the 104th jine, section 6th, page 13, the 
following passage: 

“On pound pins, 20 cents per pound; on sewing, tambouring, 
darning, netting, knitting, and all other kinds of needles, a 
duty of 20 per cent, ad valorem.” 

Mr. B. observed that his motion was to strike 
out the duties on pins, solid-headed pins, needles, 
knitting needles, and darning needles; and said 
that here was a tax upon articles of universal use, 


and for the purpose of protecting two litle pin fac- 
tories in the United Siates-——one in Connecticut, at 
Derby; the other in New York, at Poughkeepsie. 
These were the only two pin factories that he 
knew of in the United States; and they could not be 
called domestic manufactories, for they only work- 
ed up foreign wire made of foreign metal. Out of 
this foreign wire they made a club-headed pin, like 
our elub-headed nail; which was rough, and tore 
the clothes. The round-headed pin was not mada 
by them; yet all round-beaded pins must be taxed, 
in order to pamper two little factories which em- 
ployed themselves in cutting up foreign wire, and 
sharpening ore end of it while blocking a head 
upon the other. Thus universal! taxation of pins was 
to take place in these United States; and this was 
one of the changes obtained by the late elections. 
The people were promised changes, and they were 
getting them! and getting them with a vengeance. 
Under Mr. Van Buren’s administration, there were 
seventy-four millions of dvtiars worth of free goods 
-—goods entering into the daily consumption of the 
people. Now, allis taxed, except what the manu- 
facturers use. Here is a bill of fifty-four pages of 
taxes; and in reading it over, it seemed that every 
thing that entered into buman consumpticn was 
taxed; and for fear anything might be forgotten, 
there was a reserve——a precautionary sectioa—a 
sort of net to cuch all that was floating by—and 
which placed a doty of 20 per centum on all the 
articles ‘which were not named in the bill. It 
seemed to be to catch all that was forgotten; so 
ihat, if he succeeted in his motion, these pins and 
needles would still be taxed; they would fall into 
the net, But he would make a motion to place 
themin the free list, if successful in striking them 
out of the bill, He would try and fish them out of 
the net. 


Mr. B. said he was born since the Revolu. 
tionary war, but soon enough after it to hear 
mothers of families talking about ine privations of 
the war, and especially the wani of pins, and the 
necessity of using thorns to fasten their clothes. 
He had, therefore, a great antipathy to taxing 
pins: an article which everybody must use. He 
had heard the late Mr. John Randolph say that, 
while a doliar bank-note was a disgusting thing 
in his eyes, which he would not touch; yet a brass- 
pin was’ a respectable object, which he took care 
of. This arose from his revolutionary feelings, 
when he was accustomed to sce a fine lady using 
thorns in piace of pins, and a rewarding kiss to 
the child that should find a real pin and bring it to 
her. 

Mr. B. said he did not wish to see people sent 
back to thorss again as a substitute for pins.. He 
then took up needles. He said that needles were 
used by seamstresses—-by white women who sewed 
for their living—and who, of all the deseriptions of 
laborers in our country, were the most poorly paid. 
He believed that the white woman in the United 
States, who sewed for her living, got the poorest 
pay which the labor of the country exhibited: yet 
here was a proposition to make it still poorer. The 
Federal Government pounces down upon them, 
and taxes the instrument of their labor! It taxes 
the needle in their hands, so that they shall not 
sew a stitch without paying a tax to the Govern- 
ment—-and that, to help to mae up for the loss of 
the land revenue. Mr. B. believed if this tax on 
needles was continued, the Whig party would be 
sewed up. Mr. B. then took up the article of 
knitting-needies, and said it was hard to tax the 
old ladies who still followed the laudable custom 
of knitting their own stockings. Bad as this was, 
he saw still worse was to follow—that of taxing 
darning-needles; so that the frugal mother could 
no longer darn the heel and toe of her children’s 
Stockings without paying a tax to this splendid 
Federal Government under its magnificent Whig 
rule, 

He called for the yeas and nays, which were or- 
dered, and resulted in the negative—-yeas 19, nays 
25, as follows: 


YEAS-~Mesers. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, Sevier. Smith of 
Connecticut, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, 
Wright, and Young—19. 

NAYS—Messre. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Cheate, 
Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Dayton, Evana, Hunting: - 


ton; Kerr;Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, 
Simmons, -Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Talfmadge, White, and 
Woodbridge—25. 

Mr. WRIGHT moved to strike out that pro- 
vision of the bill which imposes $2 50 per pound 
upon silk goods, and insert a daty of thirty per 
cent. ad valorem upon the same goods. He said 
he could not consider this duty as intended for any 
other purpose than revenue, He was aware that 
there bad been, aod was now, a vigorous and 
creditable effort to establish the culture and manu- 
facture of. silk in this country; but he did not sup- 
pose it would be contended, or pretended, that 
either the culture or the manufacture had yet 
reached that state of advancement when a pro- 
hibitory duty should be imposed. He was willing 
to place silks among the luxuries of importation; 
and, as such, he was willing to make them a source 
of revenue; and his object was to shew that tbis 
duty was not a revenue duty, but a prohibition. 
Hence he moved to modify it; and he rested upon 
the following statement of the value per pound of 
those goods, derived from one of the oldest import- 
ing.merchants of the city of New York; and a man 
upon whose statements of fact he could rely with 
perfect confidence. This experienced merchant || 
had taken pains to inform himself as to the value 
of silks imported, as determined by the pound 
Weight, and the following was the result: 


Table of. the cost per pound of various foreign manu- 
factured silks. 


Cuma. 
Costs 
{ pound of white pongees - $ š + §3 46 
do black sewings - . è . 292 
1 do coloredsewings - . ` . 3U 
ITALIAN. 
l1 do best sewing silk - š - 600 
1 do bestlutesiring - a . - 789 
1 do biackcravats - - : - 809 
Swiss, 

-1 do  bestlutestring - ` . - 1056 
1 do gros deSuisse - . . - 670 
1 do plainrisands - - ` - 880 

Frencu. 
1 . do black velvet - ` - . 1270 
1 do foulard si'k ` . . + IL 28 
1 do figured gros de Naples - : - 1100 
t dọ plain satin : - . 9 90 
1 do silk hose - ~ - - + 10 28 
}. do shawls - . . á - 930 
l] .do black crape . : . + 49 

ENGLISH, 
1 do spun silk stockings : - - 435 
1 do  spunsitkshirts - — - - -= 5 00 
1 do spun silk handkerchiefs ` - 5R 
1 do black eravats - ` . =- § 24 
1 .do bandana handkerchiefs - - ~ 650 
4 do silk lace (plain) - - $6 50 a 12 00 
I do © silklace (figured) - 20 00 a 30 00 


From these values it would be seen that the 
plain, strong, heavy silks, such as the great mass 
of the females of the e»ommunity wear—if they 
are-to be permitted to wear silks at all—must pay a 
duty of from 60 to 100 per cent; the fine figured 
silks and laces, costing trom $12 to $30 per pound 
weight, only pay a duty of from 25 to 83 per cent. 

In his judgment, therefore, the duty would be 
entirely prohibitory upon the article of great con- 
sumption, and that which constituted the principal 
importation, and gave the principal revenue; while 
the silks of extreme luxury—~he might say of 
mere finery, rather than of use~-would be permitted 
to` come in at a moderate, and in some cases very 
low duty. This was both unjust as to our citi- 
zens, and unwise a3 to the revenue; and he hoped 
the motion might prevail. 

Mr. EVANS observed that it was a matter of 
some difficulty, andthe attention ef the Finance 
Committee had been called to it; but they could net 
come to any other conclusion than to leave it as 
they found it in the bill. This trade in silk to the 
extent of 92 or 93 per cent., was in the hands of 
foreigners. According to the report of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, ii appears that great and con- 
štant frauds are perpeuated, which could not be 
met in any other way than by the change proposed 
from the ad valorem pian to that in the bill. If 
this bill stands on the principle of imposing a less 
duty in proportion to value on silks of the highest 
price, itis on the general ground that articles cf 
lazury will not bear so bigh a duty as articles of 
necessity. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. SIMMONS read, from a Jetter which he hed 
received from Boston, the price of foreign silks-im- 
ported, varying from $7 to $15 per pound, showing 
an average of $10 a pound. This duty was about 
25 per cent. on the average value, 

Mr. WRIGHT observed that the gentleman who 
had been writing to him on the subject, had been 
far a long: time in favor of the duty by the pound, 
till in January he had, from going over his own 
goods to see the effect, concluded that it was 
utterly impracticable; and that the only just way 
was to lay tbe duty on the ad valorem principle. 

Mr. SIMMONS replied. ` 

Mr. BENTON said this bill was alike in all its 
features and details—taxing highest those who 
were least able to-bear it. Here isa tax of $2 50 
per pound upon silks--a new mode of taxing that 
article, and most unfair. This isa case in which 
a pound is not a pound in every instance; for the 
coarse silks and the dark colors weigh most. They 
weigh most, both because the material is less clean- 
ed or purified, and because the dark coloriag mat- 
teris heavier. This will make a great difference in 
the purchase of the same number of yards of a fine 
light-colored silk, or a thick dark-culored one; and 
would be injurious to the working people, or peo- 
ple of small property, who want silks for use and 
wear more than for show. Again: he said these 
heavier and darker silks came principally from 
Germany, where our products were taken on good 
terms, and where we found fifty millions of eustom- 
ers. The German customs-union were all friendly 
to our commerce; and we should not so tax theirs 
as to make an injurious discrimination, especially 
when we injured the laboring, or less rich part of 
our own population. 

Mr. WRIGHT, since last up, had ascertained 
the average of silks from different countries. He 
found the average of French silks nearly as stated 
by the Senator from Rhode Island—$9 91 cents. 
But Italian and Chinese silks were infinitely lower. 


The averages are: on China silks, $3 20; on Ital. 


ian, $7 29; on Swiss, $8 63; on French, ¢9°91; 
and on British, $6 and less. The daty would, in 
seme cases, amount to a probibition. 

The yeas and nays being called for and ordered, 
the question was taken on this amendment, and re- 
sulted in the negaive—yeas 19, nays 25, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, Cuth- 
bert, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, Sovier, Smith of Cim- 
necticut, Sturgeon, ‘Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Willisms, 
Woodbury, Wright, and Young—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choate, 
Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Daytoa, Evans, Hun- 
tington, Kerr, Mangurn, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, 
Porter, Rives, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, 
and White—23. 

Mr, RIVES moved to amend the bill, in page 
82, line 138, by striking out twelve cents per gallon 
on }*;ench wines, and inserting six cents per gallon. 
He thought all the dutics cf this bill too high for 
revenue. The change he proposed would be a 
revenue duty. He believed more duty would be 
collected under 6 than 12 cents per gallon. The 
effect, therefure, of a reduction on wines, in one in- 
stance, proved very beneficial. It increased the 
revenue, and increased our exports of co'ton and 
tobacco to those countries of which the wine was 
purebased. 


On this question the yeas and nays were called 
for and ordered. The question resulted in the 
negative—yeas 14, nays 26, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Calhoun, Fulton, Kiag, Lian, Me- 
Roberts, Preston, Rives, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Stur- 
gecn, Tappan, Wilcox, and Wright—14. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Buchanan, 
Choate, Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden. Davton, Evans, 
Gresham, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, More- 
head, Phelps, Porter, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, 
Tallmadge, and White—26. 

Mr. RIVES said he bad other amendments to 
offer; but he was so discouraged by the obvious 
determination to reject all amendments, that he 
would not trouble the Senate. 

Mr. PRESTON moved an amendment to the 
proviso in page 6, in relation to foreign books im- 
ported——the object of which was to facilitate the 
importation of ctd standard works—by a graduated 
seale of reduction of daty proportionate to the time 
since publishéd. it : 

Mr, WOODBURY was in-favor. of the motion 


to. reducethe duty on books. Bathe: wished to go. 
still further. à SAN Ši SET 

After the vote had been taken on it, he should 
move to put all books in the free list, as be had for 
some days intended before the bill was finally: dis- 
posed of. He might as well, in.-half-a dozen sene 
terces, at this lale hour, say now ail whieh -he 
would trouble the Senate with on this matter.at 
any time. 

If all books are free, those in relation to poli- 
ties, and school-bcoks for primary education, 
would still be printed bere; as they would almost, 
as a matter of course, be chiefly com iled here by 
persons so maeh better acquainted with oar insti- 
tutions and s;stems. 

This would give great and exclusive employment 
to our own publishers, to whom he wished all equal 
and just success. But in respect to works on arts, 
which enter into the business of prac ical Jife—in 
every rank-of society, however humble; in reepect 
to treatises on morals and religion; and in respect 
to books of travels, without. reference to those. in 
belles-lettres,—why should the whole people be 
taxed so highly for knowledge? He was. for 
making as little expensive as. possible the food of 
the mind. ` 

Can we, in revising our whole taxing system, 
justify ourselves to burden any of the avenues to 
popular intelligence and popular lis? He would 
as soon think of imposing a tax cn schoolhouses 
and churehes. 

Mr. EVANS did not see any necessi'y for this 
amendment; if foreign bo ks were necessary for 
general use, they would be reprinted in this coun- 
try to suit ihe demand. 

Mr. SIMMONS and Mr. FRESTON madea 
few remarks; after which, the question was taken, 
and the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. WOODBURY moved to insert “books” 
among the free ariicies. E 

This amendment was also rejected, 

Mr. WRIGHT moved to amend the first paras 
graph of the fifth section, page 14, from line 5 to 
the end, being daijes on imported glass, to strike 
out all the duties by the pound, and insert.33° per 
cent. 

Mr. EVANS saidit was a change from a spes 
cific duty to an ad valorem duty. To this he was 
opposed. The one was certain, and the other un- 
certain. : 

Mr. WRIGHT called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. f 

The question was then taken, and resulted in the 
negativa—yeas 20, nays 27, as follows. 


YEAS —Messrs, Allen, Bagby, Banton, Calhoun, Cuthbert, 
Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, Preston, Rives, Sevier, Smith 
of Connecticut, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Williams, Wood. 
bury, Wright, and Young—20, 

NAYS—Messvs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choate, 
Cleyton, Conrad, Crafis, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Graham, 
Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, 
Porter, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Sturgeon, 
Tallmadge, White, and Woodbridge—27. 

Mr. BENTON moved to strike out, page 33, 
Ulnes 159 to 161, the duty oa bottles in waich wines 
are imporied. ; 

This amendment was rejected. 

Mr. BENTON said he had now several amend- 
ments to propose, in relation to salt; but, as the 
hour was late, he should move an adjournment. 

The Senate then (at 5 o'clock) adjoursed. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepxsgspay, Aogus: 3, 1842. 

Mr. J. COOPER, from the Committee on Ine 
gian Affairs, reported Sevate bill to provide for the 
satisfaction of claims arising under the 14:h and 
19th articles of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek, 
with amendments. It was committed to the Come 
mittee ofthe Whole. 

Mr. CRANSTON moved that the Committee of 
the Whole be discharged. from the further consid. 
eration of the Senate bill entitled An act to annex 
part of the town of Tiverton, in Rhode Isiand, to 
the collec‘ion district of Fall River, in Mazsachue 
seits. - The motion was agreed to; and the bill wag 
passed through its final stages. 

Mr.J. FHOMPSON moved to take up a bill te 
confirm the sales of public lands in eertain cases, 


_ He said it was reported at the request of the Goma 


missioner. of the General Land Office, to enabdlg 


\ 


him to discharge the duties of his office; and he 
{Mr. Tuomrson] now moved to discharge the Com- 
mittee of the Whole from its further consider- 
ation. . 

- Objection being made, 

Mr. THOMPSON moved a suspension of the 
zule; on which he called for the yeas and nays, 
which were not ordered. 7 
A member was heard to call for the orders of the 
day. ` : 

Sir, BARNARD called for the consideration of 
the bill in relation to the rearrangement of the ju- 
dicial circuits, which, he said, was laid on the table 
yesterday, with the understanding that it should 
come up to-day. 

After,a few words between Messrs. BARNARD, 


HOPKINS, and others, the question was taken on 
the nfotion to go into Committee of the Whole, 
whigh was agreed to. 


J REORGANIZATION OF THE ARMY. 
ne House resolved itself into Committee of the 
bole, (Mr. Fessenpen in the chair,) and resumed 

e consideration of the “bill respecting the organ- 
ization of the army, and for other purposes.” 

Mr. J. C. EDWARDS said he had made no at- 
‘tempt to get the floor, till late yesterday evening, 
because the discussions during the day were con- 
fined mainly to the superintendency of the armories. 
On this subject he felt no very deep interest; but 
in reference to the general reduction of the army, 
he felt the deepest interest. 

He said we were at peace withall the world, 
Throughout the wide extent of our country, except 
in Florida, all was peace and quiet, and, with two 
or three exceptions, security from danger. At all 


the points where we are secure from danger, we f 
have but little use for troops. Then we should re- ` 


duce. 

He grid the character of the times had greatly 
changed. We should find it difficult, by any sys- 
tem which could be adopted, to raise a sufficient 
revenue to meet the expenses of the Government, 
unless the expenses were greatly reduced. We 
‘were compelled to reduce expenses. Necessity 
would drive us to the reduction. Our constituents 
required the reduction; and generally he had gone 
for it, and should continue to do so. 

But he had said one point was not at peace, and 
Some others were in danger. There was still some 
difficulty in Florida. We should keep a force 
there, till those difficulties were settled—till that 
country was entirely at peace. When this period 
arrives, troops will no longer be needed there. 

On our western border the people were not se- 
cure from danger, We had removed the Indians 
from every part of the Union, to the country west 
of Missouri, Arkansas, and Iowa, His honorable 
friend from Arkansass [Mr. Cross] had told them, 
but. the other day, that the number of warriors on 
our Western border exceeded 60,000. These war- 
riors are always well mounted, (and they are the 
finest horsemen in the world,) capable of moving 
from point to. point with the greatest rapidity. 
Against such warriors, in a country like that west 
of Missouri and Arkansas—a country in the gen- 
eral having a level surface, and abounding in 
prairies—infantry can be of no service. We must 
kave mounted troops. None are better than the 
dragoon corps. 

Mr. E. said that we had crowded together on 
our Western borders many Indian tribes from dif- 
ferent parts of the Union, differing in manners, 
customs, habits, languages, and degrees of civiliza- 
tion; being civilized, half-civilized, and savage. 
We had mixed together every grade of character, 
from the quiet and peaceful Shawnee to the wild 
and desperate and ungovernable Seminole. In 
such a mixture of manners and habits, and de- 
grees of civilization, difficulties would necessarily 
arise, and did continually arise, which required the 

presence of troops to suppress them. 

© West of these various tribes are the native In- 
dians, still more wild, and cruel, and savage than 
the Seminole. The Camanches—the most warlike 
and powerful tribe west—range the border of all 
the country inhabited by the civilized Indians. The 
Civilized Indians are liable to constant incursions 
from the more western and more savage Indians. 


mAs we have placed these Indians in an exposed 


a 


| carried on, originally, at great hazard and risk of, 


condition, they are entitled to our protection, We 
have engaged; by treaty stipulations, to protect 
them. 

Mr. E. said, then, to protect our Western settle- 
ments from the neighboring Indians; to prevent. 
outbreaks among the numerous tribes which we 
have crowded together in the West; to prevent 
wars among Indians themselves; and to protect 
the civilized Indians against the savage Indians 
still further West, we should keep a competent 
military force in the West. , ; 

Mr. E. said he was opposed to disbanding either 
regiment of dragoons. The West needed that 
description of force; and a force equal to the two 
regiments. Our Western settlements are not se- 
cure from danger without them; nor are the In- 
dians secure without them. 

Mr. E. admitted that his course had, to some ex- 
tent, the appearance of being selfish; but he hoped 
he was not operated on by selfish motives. He 
went for reducing the army, but he would go for 
giving any point protection which was not secure, 
He contended that the Western country was not 
secure against the Indians. He then wanted the 
dragoons retained, and wanted them in the West. 
He thought the entire Union was interested in re- 
taining them, and in keeping them stationed on our 
Western borders. Itshould be recollected that Ar- 
kansas and Missouri formed a barrier, a breast- 
work, a bulwark, between the Indians and their 
sister States; they protected them, and guarded 
them against the incursions of the Indians. Arkan- 
sas and Missouri were, then, entitled to the aid and 
protection of those other States, in consideration of 


_dheir services as barriers against the Indians, =~, 


Mexico exercised an influence over many of the 
Western Indians. 
difficulties with Mexico. In that event, she would ; 
exercise her influence over the Western Indians, £ 
and drive them to the commission. of outrages | 
against our Western settlements. Our traders \ 
from Arkansas to Chihuahua, and from Missouri } 
to Santa Fe, would be molested. This trade was} 


life and property. An escort of a few dragoon 
ve protection to some of our cavalcades tradiii 

West, and impressed upon the wild Indians an 
idea of our determination to protect that trade. 
Our traders were, from that time, more respected 
by the Indians; and the trade has since been ear- 
ried on in comparative safety. A similar influ- 
ence seems to have been exercised over the In- 
dians in the neighborhood of the Rocky Moun- 
tains. The trade to that portion of the West 
has been carried on at less hazard than usual. 
Mr. E. referred to these facts to show ihe moral 
influence which the presence of a military force ex- 
ercised over the savages. A continuance of this 
influence was necessary to carry out our views in 
reference to the occupation of Oregon Territory. 
The emigration to that country should be encour- 
aged and protected. The progress of our people 
westward should not be checked. Even in our 
time, it was by no means improbable that we should 
see a continuous white population from the Atlan- 
tic to the Pacific ocean. The highest navigable 
point on the Misssouri river shou'd be connected 
with the highest navigable point on the Columbia. 

This is no visionary project, but one that will be 
practicable and profitabie in time. Sucha route 
would bring our trade with the Pacific across our 
continent; and the trade of Europe with the Pacific 
would take the same direction. This great object, 
and the progress of our settlements west, are inti- 
mately connected; and the progress of both are fa- 
cilitated by holding the Indians in check, and ex- 
ercising over them that influence which the pres- 
ence of a respectable military force always carries 
with it among the Indians. Our progress westward 
cannot be checked. It ought not to be. The hap- 
piness of the whites and the civilization of the In- 
dians both require us to fill up the country between 
the Atlantic and the Pacific. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of the gentleman from Ohio[Mr. S. Mason] by tel- 
lers, who reported 68 in the affirmative, and 55 in 
the negative. This amendment provided for the 
disbanding of the second regiment of dragoons on 
the Ist of October next. 


We might yet be involved in * 


Mr. PROFFIF moved that the committee rise 
and report the bill wil the recommendation that 
it be indefinitely postponed. i 

Mr. STANLY remarked that the gentleman 
from Indiana must surely be joking. 

Mr. PROFFIT replied that he was never more 
serious.in his life; for he was mortified at this 
breaking down of the army, which it had taken 
the Government years to raise up. 

Here the conversation dropped, and the motion 
was not pressed, 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON then offered the follow- 
ing amendment: . 

Strike out the original bill, and insert the fol- 
lowing: 


Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of Americain Congress assembled, That 
the act entitled “Anactto increase the present military estab- 
lishment of the United States, and for other purposes,” ap- 
proved the fifth of July, eighteen hundred and thirty-eight, 
and an act entitled “An act authorizing the President of the 
United States to accept the service of volunteers, and to raise 
an additional regiment of dragoons or mounted riflemen,” ap" 
proved twenty-third day of May, eighteen hundred and thirty- 
six, be, and the same are hereby, repealed. : 

Sge. 2. And be it further enacted, That the President of 
the United Stares be, and he is hereby, authorized to organize, 
from and out of the officers and men discharged by virtue of 
the preceding section, a regiment of mounted riflemen, to be 
composed of the same numberof officers as the regiment of 
dragocns now in service, (four sergeants, four corporals, two 
buglers, one farrier and blacksmith, and fifty privates) to serve 
either as mounted men or infantry, as the service may require, 
and whilst serving as mounted men shall receive the pay 
and emoluments of the dragoons, and whilst in service on foot 
the pay now allowed the infantry. 

Src. 3. And be ii further enacted, That the several officers 
and men of the corps to be discharged by the first section of 
this act, and who are not placed in the regiment of riflemen 
created by the second section of this act, shall, upon their dis- 
charge, be entitled to and receive three months’ pay, in ad» 
dition to the pay to which they areentilled bylaw at the time 
of their discharge. 

Sec. 4, And be it further enacted, That all officers and men 
hereafter retained in the service of the United States, except 
the dragoons and riflemer, whether in the artillery, in the 
ordnance department, the engineer corps, or thé topographical 
engineers, the subsistence, pay, or medical deparunents, shall 
receive the same pay and emoluments as the officers of the 
same grade now belonging to the regiments of infantry, and no 
other; and no other or further pay shall be allowed to any 
officer, for or on account of his brevet rank, heretofore assigned. 
or hereafter given him, unless the same shall be granted for 
or on aceount of his good conduct or gallantry on the field of 
battle; nor shall it be lawful, in future, to allow double rations 
to any officer, except to the officer commanding, in the field, at 
least a regiment of men, or to an officer commanding a separate 
post, having under his command at least a company of men as 
now organized. 

Sec. 5, And be it further enacted, That each non-commis- 
sioned officer and_ private who may hereafter be enlisted, and 
serve the United States faithfully tor and during the term for 
which he may be enlisted, and receive an honorable discharge, 
shall be entitled to receive two dollars per month, in addition to 
the pay now allowed by Jaw, for the whole time, to be paid 
him when discharged; and, if he shall be discharged for or on 
account of wounds or other disability received in the service, 
shall be entitled to his additional pay to the time of his dis- 
charge; and if he shall die whilst in the service, the above 
extra compensation shall be paid to his wife, if living; and if 
she be dead, then to his child or children, if any there be. 


Mr. JOHNSON, after explaining the various 
provisions of his amendment, went on to show the 
expediency and necessity of the reduction he pro- 
posed. In reply to the arguments of the gentlemen 
from Arkansas, Mississippi, and Missouri, he said 
that, so far from the Southwestern frontiers being 
exposed by the location of the Indians on their bor- 
ders, he looked upon these Indians as infinitely a 
better protection to them than any military force 
could be made. He would, therefore, send one of 
our mounted regiments there—not for the protection 
of the frontiers, but to keep peace among the In- 
dians, and to protect those that are civilized from 
the wild tribes of the prairies. Mr. J. deprecated 
the giving @ party complexion to the debate. He 
had heard the names of Colonel Harney and Colonel 
Twiggs brought up, and their politics alluded to. 
He had a high respect for these officers and the ser- 
vices they had rendered; and he had reason to es~ 
teem and respect many of the others; but, wheu he 
came here to legislate, he could not legislate with 
a view to his friendships, his partialities, or his po- 
litical preferences. He selected those regiments 
for the reduction he proposed, because they were 
originally created for temporary purposes, and 
these purposes had been answered. He looked to 
the interests of the country, and called upon the 
members to go for the reduction because the 
finances of the country demanded it. a 

Mr. GRANGER. addressed the committee in op- 
position to it, and referred to the services of the 
2d dragoons and 8th regiment in Florida, which it 
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was proposed to disband. Mr. G. spoke of the 
hardship and injustice of dismissing officers who 
had faithfully served their country for the best part 
of. their lives, and particularly dwelt on the ser- 
vices of Colonel Worth, from the time he entered 
the army till the close of the Florida war. 

Mr. REYNOLDS said that the argument of the 
gentleman from New York amounted to nothing 
more than this: because men have performed their 
duty well, they must be retained in office, no mat- 
ter whether their services were wanted by the coun- 
try cr not. According to this doctrine, the gentle- 
man’s constituents must not turn him out, even if 
they should think that they could get a better man 
to supply his place. But -the gentleman, in his 
former practice, had gone against’ the very doc- 
trines which he now advanced as orthodox; for, 
while Pos:master General, he turned out a number 
of meritorious postmasters, for no other reason 
than that they differed with him in politics. He 
had the highest opinion of the merits and services 
of Colonels Worth and Harney, and the officers of 
these two regiments; but he felt himself under no 
obligation, viewing the state of our finances, to 
keep them in office when their services were no 
longer needed. He was satisfied, if his friend from 
New York would turn his attention to his own ar- 
gument, his good sense would show him thatit 
was untenable. Indeed, he saw by the gentleman’s 
reconciled countenance, that he was more than 
half convinced of his error. [A laugh] His 
friends from Missouri and Arkansas wanted an 
additional regiment of dragoons for the protection 
of their frontiers. Now, he would say to them, 
that, it having been his fortune to be raised on the 
Indian borders, he knew something about them; 
and he could tell those gentlemen that it was the 
border militia and volunteers that they dreaded 
more than any United Siates troops. This bill, 
however, provided a mounted regiment; and there 
was also a dragoon regiment [the Ist} to be re- 
tained in service; while one of them, he was well 
convinced, would be all-sufficient for the protection 
of our whole Indian border. Mr. R., in conglau- 
sion, expressed the hope that the reduction, which 
was so much required by the state of our finances, 
would be made; and the members of both parties 
being pledged to retrenchment and reform, he 
called upon them to come forward and act up to 
their professions. 


An unimportant amendment, proposed by Mr. 
PENDLETON, was agreed to. 

Mr. BLACK then replied to the gentleman from 
Tennessee [Mr. C. Jonyson] and the gentleman 
from Illinois [Mr. Reynoxps.] He regretted that 
anything should have been said tending to mix up 
polities with this matter. He did not approach it 
inany political point of view; for if he were to do 
s0, he might vote for the abolishing of nine-tenths 
of the army, the officers in that proportion being 
Whigs, and opposed to the party with which he 
was connected. He disclaimed, then, any such 
purpose; and while he went for retrenchment, he 
asked them to give him such a retrenchment as 
will advance the interests of the country, and not 
the interests of men. He opposed the amendment 
of the gentleman from Tennessee, because he be- 
lieved ıt was not such an amendment as he de- 
sired. He would not go for retrenchment, unless 
they could get reform with it. There were many 
abuses which he wished to see abolished; but he 
would not agree to the abolishment of the 2d regi- 
ment of dragcons while the 1st was left untouched. 
The proposed extirpation would be aretrenchment, 
put he did not believe it would bea reform. He 
did not believe the Ist regiment of dragoons was 
sufficient to protect our Southwestern frontier, on 
which they were told by the gentleman from Illi- 
nois 
60,000 of the best warriors the world ever saw, 
white or red, 

If, however, reductions were to be made, let 
them be made equally through both regiments. 
They were told the 2d regiment of dragoons was 
raised for a special purpose. But that was a mis- 
take. According to the leiter of the act which 
raised that regiment, they were to be kept in the 
service until the President believed the public ser- 
vice would permit him to disband them, or to take 


[Mr. Ruynoups] there were congregated - 


from them the horses, and put them on-the ground. 
But they had not a word from the President to 
show that he believed the public service would au- 
thorize him to do either. 

And further, he begged leave to eall the atten- 
tion of the committee to the 5th article of the treaty 
with the Choctaws; by a reference to which it 
would be seen that thé United States were bound 
to keep a sufficient force not only to protect the 
whites, but to protect the Indians also. 
were they doing it? By the annihilation of the 2d 
regiment of dragoons. Were gentlemen seriously 
intending that this treaty should not be executed? 
He contended that the two regiments of dragoons 
were not more than enough to carry out the stipu- 
lations of that treaty; and, under all the cizcum- 
stances, he hoped they would not extirpate this 
regiment. 

But there was another remarkable feature in 
the amendment of the gentleman from Tennessee. 
This regiment (the 8th regiment of infantry) was 
to be disbanded, and the President was to be called 
on to form a regiment of mounted riflemen out of 
the officers and men of those two regiments. This 
he deemed to be a direct attack on the appointing 
power. They had no right to call upon the Presi- 
dent to make any particular person a commander; 
nor had they any right to direct him to select 
officers from any number of men. If they could 
do this, they could call upon him to make choice 
of a particular individual. He hoped this amend- 
ment would not be sanctioned. He would say 
again, thathe hoped to hear no more of such re- 
treachment. He had gone for retrenchment, and 
he would go for it again; but he would not go for 
that sort of retrenchment which passes by one 
regiment, and fastens on another, for ils extirpa- 
tion—and that, a regiment which had done as 
good (he would not gay better) service as any 
other. 


Mr. CHARLES BROWN said he felt called 


upon to anticipate the regular action of the com- 


mittee upon the bill, by the resolution stopping de- 
bate at 2 o’clock, and to say now what he had to 
say upon the 3d section of the bill—that abolish- 
ing the office of Commissary General. He was 
willing to vote for all reforms and retrenchment}; 
but he was at a loss to know what reform or re- 
trenchment there was in the abolition of this office; 
he could not see any. On the contrary, he looked 
upon it asa backward movement—the destruction 
of a system that had worked weil for many years, 
and a going back to one that had been found in 
practice a very bad one. When the duties of this 
department were performed by the quartermaster’s 
department, as he understood, both the Govern- 
ment and the soldiers were wronged and defrauded; 
while under the present system, not a single com- 
plaint had ever been made by the soldiers, nor a 
dollar lost to the Government. Then why change 
it? There is no reason in making a change, unless 
it be to remove some evil, or to produce some good. 
He would not suppose it proceeded from a dispo- 
sition anywhere merely to remove the locale of 
the department from Philadelphia to another place 
—this would be a motive no one would acknow- 
ledge. Some two thousand or more persons are 
employed by the department—mostly widows or 
poor women; certainly no one would wish to throw 
them out of employment, merely lo give that em- 
ployment to others, for mere wantonuness. He d.d 
not oppose the proposed amendment because the 
office was located near his district, but because he 
believed it to be wrong in itself, and wouid work 
injury to the Government. ‘That all the articles 
purchased or made for the Government by this de- 
partment in Philadelphia, had been well made, and 
at little cost, all willagree. Then what is to be 
gained by a change? No one has brought any 
charge of loss to the Government; indeed, no ar- 
gument or reason had been given for the proposed 
change; in fact, there was none to be given, that 
ought fora moment to be entertained by the con- 
mittee. 

Mr. B. said he felt certain that no such propo- 
sition would have been made, were it not for the 
vnfortunate difficulty that had arisen in regard to 
tie present head of that department. Butcertain- 
ly this was no good reason for the abolition of the 


And how . 
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office. If they abolished all offices because the 
incumbent might be unpopular or unworthy, or 
otherwise out of favor with the legislative power, 
they would soon abolish all the offices of the Gov- 
ernment. This would be a dangerous practice, 
and he trusted the committee would not suffer 
themselves to be led away by any such motion. 
They should not destroy a good system, because 
it was for the time being in hands that did not 
work it well. Hehad nothing to say for or against 
the present acting commissary general; but he pro- 
tested against any objections gentlemen might have 
against him, or any controversy between the Presi- 
dent and Senate in relation to him, from be- 
ing made the cause of the destruction of the of- 
fice, and the consequent deprivation of employ- 
ment, of a large number of persons, some of whom 
were his constituents, 


Mr. ADAMS took part in the debate, and spoke 
for a few minutes on the creation of a regiment of 
mounted riflemen, of which the only distinction 
from the regiment of dragoons was, that one car 
ried carbines and the other rifles. 


Mr. C. JOHNSON said that his amendment was 
so worded that the House could take the clause 
abolishing the 2d regiment of dragoons, or that 
abolishing the 8th regiment of infantry, at its option. 
In relation to double rations, the House had already 
voted to dispense with them altogether; bnt he 
thought that the officers who acivally commanded 
separate posts should have them, and he wished 
also to do away with the construction of the War 
Department, by which so many officers in the bu- 
reaus of Washington received that allowance. 


Mr. SMITH of Virginia offered to emend the 
amendment ef the gentleman from Tennessee, by 
providing that the second regiment of dragoons 
shall be converted into a regiment of mounted 
riflemen, and that the eighth regiment of infantry 
shall be disbanded. Mr. S. then addressed the 
committee in support of his amendment. 


Messrs. PROFFIT and CUSHING severally 
addressed the committee in opposition to the 
amendment, 

Mr. TOLAND epposed the abolishing of the of- 
fice of commissary of purchases, 

Mr. STANLY replied to the preceeding speak- 
ers, generally, and hoped the House wonld not 
sanction the destructive proposition that had been 
made. 

After some remarks from Mr. CALHOUN, the 
question was taken on Mr. Smira’s amendment; 
and it was rejected. 

The qyestion recurring on Mr. Jounson’s amends 
ment— 

Mr. ADAMS inquired if it would not be in order 
to offer amendments, to make the bill more perfect 
before taking the question on striking out, 

The CHAIR said that such amendments would 
be in order. 

Mr. ADAMS moved to amend the bill by pro- 
viding that each of the companies of dragoons 
shall consist of 42 men, instead of 50; which was 
carried. : 

Mr. CALHOUN moved to strike out the second 
section, and insert “ihat, from and afier the Ist day 
of Ostober next, the superintendents of the national 
armories shall each receive $1,500 per annum; the 
master armorers shall receive $1,220 each per an- 
num; the paymasters and military store keepers 
shall receive $1,250 per annum each; aud none of 
ibe above-named c¢fficers, and no cfficer, of any 
grade whatever, shall receive any commutation or 
allowance whatever beyond their actual salaries or 
pay, except quarters provided for them and actu- 
ally used; and that no military storekeepers shall, 
after the Ist of October next, receive more than 
$800 per annum, except quarters.” 

On taking the question, this amendment was 
agreed to—ayes 69, noes 60. 

Mr. JOSEPH R. INGERSOLL moved to strike 
out the 3d section, which abolishes the office of 
commissary of purchases, and transfers the du- 
ties of that office to the quartermaster’s depart- 
ment; which motion was rejected without a divi- 


sion. 
Mr. McKAY moved to amend the 4th section, 
by inserting a provision abolishing the offices of 
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four surgeons and four. assistant surgeons: agreed 
to—ayes 88. noes not counted. 

Mr. CALHOUN moved to strike out the 5th | 
section, which authorizes the Ordnance department 
to appoint a competent person to superintend the 
manufacture of cannon, with the pay and emol- 
uments of a major of ordnance. 

This motion was agreed to—ayes 89, noes not 
counted. 

Mr. McKAY moved to strike out the 6th see- 
tion, and insert the following: 


“That allthe laws heretofore passed, authorizing the Pres 
ident or the Secretary of War to make an allowance of double 
Tations to any officers, be, and the same are hereby, repealed. 

Rejected—ayes 54, noes 71. 

The question recurring on Mr. Cave Jounson’s 
amendment, } 

Mr. MOORE moved to amend it, by striking out 
the first section, and inserting a provision, author- 
izing the President to convert the second regiment 
of dragoons into a regiment of mounted riflemen: 
rejected without a division. 
© Mr. ADAMS moved to amend Mr. Jonnson’s 
amendment, by striking out the second section, 
which authorizes the President to organize a regi- 
ment of mounied riflemen out of the officers and 
privates of the second regiment of dragoons and 
eighth regiment of infantry: carried—ayes 92, noes 
not counted, : 

The question was then taken on Mr. Jonnson’s 
amendment as amended, and it was rejected with- 
out a division, 

Mr, McKAY offered an amendment, as an ad- 
ditional section, as follows: 

And be it further enacted, That the pay and emoluments of 
the officers of the corps of engineers, topographical engineers, 
ordnance, pay, and’medical departments, aiso the general staff 
proper, shall be the same as are, or may be, paid to officers of 

ike grade in the regimentsof artillery and infantry, except cap- 


tains in the general staff, who shati be allowed forage when it 
may be necessary that they shall be mounted, 


The amendment was negatived. 

The committee then rose and reported the bill. 
. The SPEAKER having taken the chair, he 
stated the question to be on the first amendment 
which was offered by the gentleman from Ohio, 
{Mr. S. Mason,] to abolish the second regiment of 
dragoons on the Ist October next, 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON opposed the bill in the 
shape in which it now stood, and moved to lay the 
whole bill on the table; on which he demanded the 
yeas and nays, and they were ordered. The yeas 
and nays were taken, and resulted as follows—yeas 
65, nays 116. 

Mr. STANLY moved the previous question; 
which was sustained by the House. 

The amendmenis made by the Commiffee of the 
Whole were then ordered to be printed. 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 


Trurspay, August 4, 1842, 

Mr. BATES, from the Committee on Pensions, 
made adverse reports on bills from the House for 
the relief of Jchn Keith, Samuel Hutchinson, 
and John E. Wright; which were ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. B. also made an adverse report from the 
Commitee on Pensions, on the petition of Mary 
Bright, of Washington city; which was ordered to 
be printed, 

The adverse reports of stendirg committees in 
the cases of Charles Markle, Robert Dickerson, 
Richard K, Meade, Jolin Phillips, administrator of 
‘Walker & Phillips, and Rebecca Bright, were t2- 
ken up 2nd concurred in. 

Mr. GRATIAM, from the Committee on Claims, 
made an adverse report on the claim of R., C. Rag- 
land, for supplies furnished to certain militia in the 
service of the United States; which was ordered io 
be printed. 

On motion of Mr, GRAHAM, the Committee 
on Claims was cischarged from the further con- 
sideration of the petition of Ihe watchmen employe 
on the executive buildings in Washington, prayiog 
to have the benefits of the act of March, 1837, al- 
lowing a per centum upon salaries of the clerks 


E 


and messengers of the executive cfäces, extended 


to them. | 


Mr. EVANS, from the Committe on Finance | 
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reported a hill to extend the time on which the du- 
ties on certain railroad iron imported by the State 
of Michigan, being laid for permanent use, may be 
remitted; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

The bill in addition to An act to promote the 
progress of the useful arts, (an analysis of which 
was published in the Globe of yesterday,) was re- 
sumed asin committee of the whole. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON said, since yesterday he 
had examined the 2d section, and was satisfied that 
its oniy effect was to allow persons who had lost 
patents since the act of 1837 to record them again, 
m the same manner as those who had lost their 
patents prior to that act. 

Mr. WRIGHT suggested to the Senator from 
Maryland [Mr. Kerr] to confine the operation of 
the 24 section to citizens of the United States, or 
those wh» intend to become citizens. 

Mr. KERZ, in accordance with the above sugges- 
tion, moved to amend the section, by striking out 
the words “person or persons,” aud inserting tae 
words “citizen or citizens, alien or aliens, having 
resided one year inthe United States, and taken 
the oath of their intention of becoming a citizen or 
citizens of the United States.” 

After a few remarks by Mr. HUNTINGTON, 
the question was put on the amendment, and it 
was agreed to. 

The bill having undergone several amendments 
suggested by Mr. Wricur, to prevent foreigners 
coming here and taking out a patent for inven- 
tions brought here from abroad by American 
manufacturers, and in their use, was reported to 
the Senate; and, after a few explanatory remarks 
by Messrs. KERR and CALHOUN, was ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The Senate then resumed the consideration, as 
in committee of the whole, of the biil for the re- 
lief of Esther Johnson, the widow of Col. Jonas 
Johnson—ihe question pending being the motion 
of Mr. WoopBory to recommit the bill to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. GRAHAM explained that, with reference 
to this bill, it was simply a question whether the 
pension to which the wilow was entitled under the 
law of 1836, (she having died while the application 
was pending,) shall be paid to her heirs, in accord- 
ance with the constraction given that law at the 
Pension Office. If the bill were passed, it would 
establish no new principie. 


Mr. PHELPS spoke at great length, contending 
that Congress bad uniformly rejected claims of 
this character—granting to the heirs a pension 
which the parent had been entitled to, yethad never 
received. Mr. P. pointed out the distinction be- 
tween the navy pension system and the pensions 
for revolutionary services, with a view to show 
that the opinion-of the Attorney General on the 
navy pension laws, declaring the heirs to be en- 
titled in case of the death of the parent; and, upon 
which opinion, the Pension department had found- 
ed ils practice in construing the revolutionary pension 
laws, could not apply to revolutionary pensions. 
He believed the department bad place? an erro- 
heons construction cn the laws, so far as pensions 
were allowed to the heirs. 

Measts. KERR and GRAHAM made some re- 
marks against applying a different construction of 
the pension laws to this case than had beca given 
in similar eases. 

Mr. WRIGHT said, when this bill was last up, 
it was not his intention in his remarks to censure 
the Commissioner of Pensions for the construction 
which had been given the pension laws. He esti- 
mated too highly the services of that officer to do 
so, What he complained of was ihe erroneous 
construcion which has been given the law, and 
not the conduci of that officer, who had foundsd 
his asticn on an opinion of the Attorney General, 
He maintained that, alhouzh the law had been 
interpreted to entitie the heirs to a penrics in case 
of the death of the paren’, it was the duty of Con. 
gress to arrest that interpretaticn now, being 
the first time its atiention had been ealled to it. 
The quéstion, as it was now presenied in this bil, 
was, Whether they should confirm the interpreta. 
tion of the department, which makesa state of in- 
heritance cut of owr pension system, 


He had no _ 


prejudice against this case; but he was of the 


opinion that it went so far even as to authorize a 
pension to the grandchildren, for services per- 
tormed by a grandiather, and thereby establishing 
a vested right in a pension; which was subversive 
of the principle upon which the peasion system 
was esiablished. 

Mr. GRAHAM said that the Senator from New 
York and himself perfectly agreed that the pens 
sion acts of 1832 and 1836 were ill-advised acts, 
aod that the construction was the same, in. this 
bill, which the laws had received up to this mo» 
ment. The only point of difference between them 
was, whether the construction should be arrested 
on this bill, io satisfy a most meritorious case, after 
having passed -so many bills carrying out the same 
principles. He was opposed to arresting the con- 
struction on the remnant of the cases. i 

Mr. SEVIER said the Committee on Pensions 
had aiways acted òn such construction of the laws, 
as allowed the children to reeeive the pension 
in ease of the death of the parents; bat if the heirs 
in this case were grandchildren, as asserted, a 
new question of law was presented. He did not 
believe ine pension laws would allow of the pen- 
sion being paid to grandchildren. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut opposed the bill. 

Mr. WOODBURY inquired whether there was 
any iegislative precedent that went so far as this 
case? 

Mr. GRAHAM said he did not know whether 
there was. 

Mr. WOODBURY said, if there was a single 
precedent, he would withdraw the motion to re- 
commit. Ii there was no legislative precedent, it 
was a proposition to make new rules of construc. 
tion, instead of parting with old ones, Another 
reason for the recommitment was, that the com- 
miltee had not passed upon the bill in iis present 
form—granting a pension to the kefrs, instead of 
the widow. 

After a few remarks from Mr, GRAHAM in 
support of the bill, and stating that one child of the 
person who performed the service was living; and 
by Mr. PHELPS in opposition to the billes 

The question on the reeommitment was taken, 
and decided in the affirmative—yeas 30, nays 10. 

i THE TARIFF BILL, 

Oa motion òf Mr. EVANS, the Senate took up 
the revenue; bill for further consideration, as in 
committee gf the whole; the bill being still open to 


Ae LEN moved to insert among the free 
articles“the word “salt,” in pagz 36, line 55, after 
the word torude.” 

The bil, as it now stood, (Mr. ALLEN 
said,) proposed to levy taxes to the exient of 
twenty-seven millions of doilars upon the peo- 
pie of this country. This he (Mr. ALLEN) 
considered an exceedingly high tax. lt was 
high, beeause, as the authors of the bill de- 
clared, the necessities of the treasury required that 
it should bese. There were a few articies which 
were exempt from taxation by tbis bill; bat all the 
necessaries of life, without exception, were to be 
taxed; and that severely. Such articles, fox instanee, 
as tea, coffee, and salt—articles which were as 
much necessaries of life in this country as bread 
itself, beeause the habits and tastes of the people 
had been: formed to enjoy them. 

While the Government, therefore, found it ne» 
cessary to impose a tax upon those things which 
were absolute and indispensable necessaries of 
life wita the whole body of the people, it 
seemed to him anjust that articles of juxury— 
artic'es which ministered to the pampered and 
voluptuous tas’e of the wealthy--should be ad- 
mitted free of duty. If any one would take 
the trouble to examine the bil], he would find that 
green and tipe fruits, the produce of the West In- 
dies——swee'-meats, which are to be found alone on 
the tabies of the rich—were to he admitted free of 
duty; whilst the tea and the coffee-cup of the poors 
est armer and mechanic in the country were to be 
taxed to the extent of twenty cents on the dollar. 
Phe people would hardly credit it, unless the bill 
were read in their presence. 

Again: it wonld be seen that gems and precious 
stones, which were designed and intended ‘to spare 
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-kle on the. persons of the great-and the rich as. or- 
:naments, were to be free from daty; as also gold 
and silver epauletts, articles worn only by the am- 
bitious and the aspirants after honor and glory. 
“These were to. be free from daty, while the very 
“subsistence of the common soldier was subjected 
ctoa tax. There were other items which he could 
` not avoid adverting to, and they were philosophi- 
al apparatus, instruments, books, charts, statuary, 
“marble. busts, paintings, drawings, engravings, 
medals, and gems. All these were to be permitted 
to be imported free of duty—and this, too, at the 
expense of the very stomachs of the people. 

He (Mr, Atuen) could not bring himself to 
‘consent to exempt these things, while it was to be 

_ done at the expense of the tea and coffee, and the 
salt, upon the poor man’s table, No. It was far 
-more important, in his judgment, that the rude arts 
of life should be guarded and maiatained—those 
„arts which minister to the wants of men—tnan that 
the finer arts, which minister only to his pleasures, 
should be protected. He was in favor of extend- 
ing aid and assistance to colleges and institutions 
of learning, although he himself had never derived 
any great benefit from such institutions; he would, 
nevertheless, cherish, animate, and encourage them 
by every legitimate mode within the power of the 
Government, whenever it could be done without 
infringing upon the rights and interests of the great 
body of the people. But let it be considered that 
the number of those who availed themselves of the 
advantages to be derived from these institutions 
was comparatively small. It was not there the 
poor man’s children were to be found. These 
things, then, which he had named, were to be ad- 
mitied free of duty, because they were intended to 
benefit the sons of the wealtby classes, who were 
educated in colleges. 

If it were proposed to confer additional facili- 
ties and encouragements upon the common-school 
system, there would be some sense in, it; but in 
this species of legislation there was neither sense 
nor propriety. The influential portions of society 
—the great and overshadowing corporations— 
these, it appeared, were the special! objects of legis- 
lative protection, at the expense of the great body 
of the people. Wasitnot far more important that 
the farmer—the patient, the industrions, and en- 
during farmer aud mechanic, showld be able to 
procure his tea, his coffee, and his salt~ay, and 
even his darning-needles, (aliuded to by the Sena- 
‘tor from Missouri yesterday,)—at a cheap rate, 
than thet those articles which he had named, 
which ministered to the pampered palates of the 
rich—-gems and ornaments, which addressed them- 
selves to the eye and the fancy—or even statuary 
and philosophical apparatus, which were for the 
especial use of the rich—siould be allowed to 
come in free of duty? Was it not more im- 
portant that the former shouid be the object of 
legislative protection then the latter? Was it not 
more important that the necessaries of life should 
be relieved from taxation, and that the burden 
‘should fall upon those things which ministered to 
the lighter passions of mankind? 

‘+ The Senator from Kentucky, the other day, ad- 
‘verted to the circumstance (hat our ancestors re- 
fused to drink tea and coffee. Why did they do 
so? Because a high tax was placed upon them. And 
now it was proposed to place upon these articles a 
tax far beavier than that odious tax which led to 
the Revolution, The Senator from Kentucky bad 
demanded whether the farmers and the mechanics 
of this country would not be as willing to abandon 
the use of these articles, if they were too expensive 
for their means, es cur patristic forefathers. ‘The 
question of the Senator excited in his [Mfr. AL- 
LEN’s] mind very sericus reflections. The ques- 
tion iiself imported thatthe predominant party in 
this country, had brought the nation toas disasirous 
a condition as it was at the time when the Revo- 
lution took place-——when the people were called on 
to dispense with the necestaries of life, to relieve 
themselves from the burdens which tbe Whig par- 
ty have brought upon them, | 

The object of his motion wasto admit salt duty 

free. The average price upon tbat article had 
been, for the last ten years, about eight cents upon 
tbe bushel; at times rising to eighteen cents, and 


again falling to two and three quarters. It was 
proposed by this bill tc impose a tax upon this 
necessary of life, of one hundred per cent.—making 
the people pay a dollar to the Government 
for every dollar’s worth of salt they buy, while 
articles of luxury were to be permitted ta come in 
free of duty. He wonid not detain the Senate 
longer. There were other amendments to be 
moved to this bill; but, as it was no part of his pur- 
pose to oceupy the time of the Senate unneces- 
sarily, he would content himself wita asking the 
yeas and nays spon his motion, 

Mr. EVANS did not mean to reply to the Sena- 
tor; but he would ask him were in this bill did he 
find that gems, which sparkle on the rich, are 
made free? He finds among the free articles, 
cabinets of specimens jinported by literary or in- 
corporated societies; and these are the gems he 
speaks of. 

The contrast was drawn between the rich and 
the poor—alluding to those free gems as if they 
were io be worn ty the rich. He also alluded to 
sweelimeats imported for the rich. Where does he 
find them ia the bili? Green or ripe fruit, in bull, 
is the only thing of the kind; and not preserved 
fruits, which are tc pay daty. The Senaior says, 
Is it not right that articles of great general con- 
sumption ought to he cheap? Certainly; and iron 
ought to be cheap, as well as tea and coffee, for 
every one uses it. Soitis with salt. It would be 
well if these things could be had for nothing, Bat 
where is revenue to be go:? Is it not certain that 
it must be had? Where else, but from these arii- 
cles of general consumption, was revenue to be 
got? 

Mr. ALLEN explained that he had made no al- 
Insions, except to the gems of eabinets; but for 
whose benefit were they to be exempted from duty? 
Whose but that of the rich? And so with this fruit 
in bulk, to which the Senetor aliudes. Are not 
these things luxuries, that can be done withou:? 
They are not necessaries. The poor can do with- 
out them. Itis only to the rich they are necessary; 
and therefore they are to go untaxed. 

The yeas 2nd nays were ordered. 


Mr. BENTON ross to second the motion of th 
Senator from Ohio [Mr. Atten] to place salt 
among free earticies; and whatever may be the fate 
of the motion to-day, he feit confident of its event- 
ual success. “She Senator from New Hampshire 
who sat on his left [4r. Woopsury] was the old- 
est enemy of the salt tax now on this floor; he be- 
gan the war upon it above twenty yezis ago, and 
he (Mr. B.) had followed it up during his absence 
from this body. Hie bad warred upon it almost 
twenty years--twice as long as the siege of Troy 
lasted ; and as Trey was finally captured and ¢a- 
molished, so he weuld finaily expect to see the salt 
tax demolished. Such had been its fate in Eng- 
land, revived in that country by Sir Robert 
Walpole, who intrcduced the cheatery of the 
weighed bushel, instead of the measured bushe}— 
a cheatery by whieh the alum, or cun-made salt, 
was made to pay the duty on abort two pecks and 
a haif of salt. After a war of three-quarters of 
a century, the Sai!-iax was aboushed in England; 
and the English people now kave their salt free of 
dutv. They have so had it since 1818, when Sir 
Henry Parnell, Mr. Heme, aud other working 
uf the British Parliament, sueceeded in 
abolishing it. 

In like manner, he eaid, those who sat here 
would suil see this tax abolished, ‘Phe motion is 
to pisce it among the free artic‘es: if it does not 
prevail, and the bili passes as itis, the daty will 
be reised from 20 per cent. en the value, which is 
the present duty, to 8 cents a bushel of 56 pounds; 
whish is above 59 per cent. on Liverpool sali, 100 


per cent. on Earls Isioud salt, 120 per cent. 
on Spent: 


aad Poriugusse salt, and nea: 200 ser 
cent. on salt from haly aud the Adriatic sea. 


The 
tax, therefore, is not only enormous, but unequal—- 
eperating unequally on different kinds of salt, and 
injuriously upon that whieh was made, by the 
power of the sun, vat of rea-wafer—the alum vali— 
without which, salted provisions cannot be pre- 
pared for long keeping or for exporiation. Mr. B. 
said the price of sun-made salt had been declizing 
for twenty years past, and would come down to 


spent 


the mere cost of gathering it up after made by the 
sun. The. West Indies, and all the countries in 
the hot latitudes doewn the Mediteranean ‘and 
out to the Egean sea, produce this salt, and 
would be glad to exchange it for our surplus pro- 
visions. Mr. B. then showed a table of the prices 
of salt at the different periods in 1822 and 1838, in 
different countries, for the purpose of exemphfying 
the injustice of a tax which was the same on all 
quatities and all varieties of salt. The fellowing is 
the table: 

Price, per bushel, of salt imported into the United 


States, during the years 1922 and 1838, respec 
tively. . 


Whence imported. 1822, 1838, 
- ee 
Cents. | Cents. 
Sweden and Norway - . : 
Swedish West Indies ; -J19 12] 71b 
Danish West Indies - -| 32 18 735 
Dutch Wes: Indies - - -|18 716 
Hanse Towns - =| 9 1.9 
England - -{18 16] I8 
Scotland . - -JH bed 
Treland k - -] 18 58) 16 15 
Gibraltar 4 š -| 12 
Malta . . . 
British West Indies, (Turk’s Island, &c.) - | 14 23] 10 78 
British Americancoloaiesand Newfoundland] 29 1.8 | 19 1-2 
Other British colonies - of 15 
France on the Atlantic - . 
France on the Mediterranean - -} 8 12 72 
French West Indies ` + | Ql 
Spain on the Atlantic ~ 7 15 4 23 
Spain on the Mediterranean ~ 9 58 4 23 
Jaba - - - - | 23 
Other Spanish West Indies -~ -|15 12 
Portugal - - +110 6 1-2 
Fayal ani other Azores . -|10 18 
Cape de Verds - -| 8 13 7 12 
Jaly + - . “| 934 458 
Sicily - - - - - 2 58 
'Trieste and other Austrian ports . 
Turkey, Levant, &c. - . 
Hay:i ~ : - -|16 14 
Texas - . . . - 16 3.3 
Mexico - . - ° z 
Colombia - ` - 6 1-3 
Brazil - . - + 
Argentine Republic . : - 7 L4 
South America, generally - 12 3-1 


Mr. WOODBURY remarked that he should not 


‘have troubled the Senate with any remarks on this 


motion to make sait free, but for the reference 
and appeal which had jast been made to him. 
Whatever bad been his humble exertions on this 
subject many years gone by, the business was now 
in better hands. The Senators from Ohio and 
Mizsow:i (Messrs. ALLEN and Benton] needed no 
aid from him. Bat, in the lapse of near a quarter 
of! a century, the question in controveisy had some- 
what changed. Then, the struggle was to reduce 
the duty; and he thanked God it had been reduced. 
New, the siruggle was to resist an increase of the 
duty; and, if possible, to carry out the whole de- 
sign ut first entectained—of making salt, before this 
tine, eniirely free. 

The first day he ever opened his lips in the Sen- 
ate happened tobe in censure of the enormous 
burden on the farmers of the country, through the 
təx on sali, Is amount was then quite equal, in 
his native State, to all ihe taxes of all kinds paid 
by iis harcy yeomanry into their State treasury. 
Ia time of peace, oa a single article—and that ‘a 
necessary of life to all classes; and falling more 
especially heavy on the farming interest, from its 
use in salting their batter and cheese, and their 
flocks and herds, and pickling their meats—-the 
inequality and cppressive character of this tax 
were monstrous. He was then placed on the 
agrice!tural :mitee; veporied in favor cf the 
reduction of the daty; ami, after several years? . 
stragsle, bad the gratifeaish of seeing the tax 
reduced one-haifl 

Ba why did not the 
ali the war debi was uv ed. And 
it had been deemed by wanj tiflable tax, 
from the first, only asa tax fo support war, and 
extinguish war expenses. tense, towards the 
close of Mr. Jefferson’s administration, it had been, 
entirely abolished. Mor was it renewed again till 
war was renewed in 3812. Since 1333, after Felpe 
ing to discharge all the war debt of toth the Reva 
olution and the leet straggle with England, it has 
gradually been falliag to only 20 per cente That 
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is the present rate; and this, on its average cost 
abroad, does not exceed 2 cents per bushel. 

Tastead, then, in time of profound peace with 
foreign nations, and under no liabilities for war 

. debts;—instead of increasing this. tax four-fold, 
as is now proposed, why should we not adopt the 
Senator’s motion, and, as in Great Britain, make 

_ an article so universally used entirely free—as 
free from. the tax-gatherer as air and water. 

Who dared, in that tax-ridden -country—though 
under seven to eight hundred millions of pounds 
sterling of debt, in part the expense of many glo- 
rious wars—who dared there to recommend a lax 
on a single bushel of salt? Yet we are to be toid 
that it is indispensable to have this tax for revenue; 
we, who are so boastftu of our saperior condition, 
and greater privileges and exemptions from burdens. 

` Though, nominally, the tax now proposed is bat 8 
cents a bushel, that is much higher, on the original 
cost of most of it, than 10 cents was in 1833; and 

- even more, in some cases, than the enormous duty 
of 20 cents in 1826, when I attempted the first re- 
duction. Eight cents, on most of the salt now im- 
ported, except from England, is over 100 per cent. 
on. the original cost. An oppression like this in the 
gabelle (or salt-iax) in France, was one of the 
wide-spread causes, among her rural population, 
which led to her revolution. But I will not be be- 
trayed into a speech on this occasion, and when 
other gentlemen bave come prepared to explain the 
matter fully. On one point, however, before I sit 
down, I am particularly anxious not to be misun- 
derstood. It is the connexion between the duty on 
salt, and the drawbacks, or bounties, paid to ves- 
sels engaged in our fisheries. 


In former debates, sixteen or seventeen years 
ago, I depreea'ed any diminution of the allowances 
to that hardy, enterprising class of seamen en- 
gaged in the fisheries, while they proved so great, 
useful, and inexhaustible nurseries for men to 
man in war our privateersmen and gallant navy: 
Accerdingly, those allowances were not then les- 
sened, Let me, sir, repeat again one or two rea- 
sons for this, which seem to me ample, and which 
were true both then and now. The original amount 
to be paid was graduated, not alone on the duties 
imposed upon the salt they consume, but also on 
the hemp, canvass, cordage, and iron employed in 
their vessels. Mr. Jefferson, who prepared the 
original computations on this, included the whole. 
Make the whole free, then, and some plausi- 
bility might exist for lessening the allowance. But 
while the duties now are not only retained on all 
the other aiticles, but raised so much higher than 
they were forty years ago, the whoije of ‘the present 
allowances should remain, if not be increased, 
even were ‘salt made entirely free. The additions 
since to the duties on the others, is more than 
enough to counterbalance the removal of all duty 
whatever on the last. 

Mr. WALKER said that the manner in which 
the duty was to be estimated, made another of the 
many discriminations which existed in the bill in 
favor of the wealthier part of the community. 
The duty was to be paid on a bushel of 56 pounds. 
Now, table salt was the only kind which weighed 
as little as 56 pounds a bushel. The ordinary salt, 
used by the farmers of the country, weighed 84 
pounds, Therefore, the duty on the salt used in 
the country was 5 cents higher per bushe! than that 
on the fine salt used at table. He thought the 
Senator from Missouri was right in saving that 
light was dawning upon the subject of the tax on 
salt. He thought he might name, not only the 
year, but the day when it would be repealed. The 
8th day of January, 1844—about one month after 
the assembling of a Democratic Congress—wou'd 
be the most appropria e period which could be se- 
lected for the purpose. There was no article which 
suffered a heavier duty than salt, and none upon 
which a removal of the daty would be bailed with 
more satisfaciion. He knew the motion made by 
the Senator from Ohio would be voied down now; 
yet, he cooled himseif into the reflection ibat the 
time would arrive when different counsels would 
prevail. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
include salt among the free articles, and resulted 
in the negative—-yeas 16, nays 26, as follows: 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benten, Buchanan, Cuthbert, 
Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, Sevier, Tappao, Walker, Wil- 
cox, Woodbury, and Young—l6. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choate, 
Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Hunting- 
ton, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, 
Rives, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, 
White, and Woodbridge—26. 

Mr. ALLEN moved to amend the bill, page 30, 
80th line, by inserting, instead of eight cents per 
bushel of 56 pounds on sait, two cents. ; 

Mr. LINN called for the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered. : 

The question was then taken, and resulted in 
the negative—yeas 17, nays 26, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, Preston, Sevier, 
Walker, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, and Young—17. 

NAYS-—Messis. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choate, 
Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Hunting- 
ton, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Por- 
ter, Rives, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, 
White, and Woodbridge—26, : 

Mr. WALKER moved to strike oat from the 
same Jine, “or fifty-six pounds.” 

Mr. WOODBURY said he rose, not to enter fur- 
ther into the discussion, bat to mention a singie 
circumstance connected with the former agitation 
of this duty in the Senate, near twentyiyears ago. 
Among those then around him, but now no more, 
and unaffected by the excitements and passions of 
the day, was one whose name and example might 
exercise some influence on the other side in favor 
of relief to the community from the great - pressure 
of this proposed tax oa salt, and to whose memory 
he wished, in this respect, to pay a just tribute. 
One of the Senators from Ohio at that time, who 
has since filled the presidential chair, was at first 
doubtful concerning the expediency of my proposi. 
tion; but, on mature reflection and full investiga- 
tion, he came out with both his tongue and vote in 
its support. Though residing at no very great dis- 
tance from large domestic manufactures of salt, 
Gen. Harrison then made one of ihe strongest and 
most eloquent speeches he ever uttered on this floor 
in favor of lowering the duty. Mr. W. hoped that 
those who were pledged to his opiaions would, on 
this occasion at least, follow his example. 

Mr. BENTON said he was in faverof the motion 
to restore the measured bushel as the standard of 
the salt bushel. He showed, from the first revenue 
act of 1759, that the measured bushel was the stand- 
ard: it was three years afer wards, (to wit, in the 
year 1792,) that General Hamilton, then Secretary 
ofthe Treasury, copying the device of Sir Robert 
Walpole, recommended and obtained from Con- 
gress a change in the standard of the salt busbel 
from measuie to weight. Mr. B. here read an 
extrset from a report which he had make on the 
salt duties in the session of 1839-40, in which 
he showed the origin of this bange in the bushel, 
and the object of it, and that this object was to 
increase the salt tax without seeming to increare it, 
and thus adding cheatery to taxation. He read 
as follows: 

R , ACT OF MAY 2, 1792, 

This act raises the duty on salt by the indirect meana of al- 
tering and reducing the standard of the bushel, substituting 
a weighed bushel of fifty six pounds fora measured bushel of 
eighty-four pounds, and increasing the fishing allowances in the 
same proportion. The history of this change in the bushel, 
which, at the time, increased atax on a necessary of life with- 
out professing to raise it, aad which has attended ever since, 
and is now attended, with such injurious consequences in the 


West, may be tracedto its source in General Hamilton’s finan- 
cial reports. as follaws, 

Oa the 16th March, (792, the Secretary of the Treasury (Gen. 
Hamilton) reported in favor of raising additional supplies for 
the support of the Government and the defence of the frontiers; 
and, among other means of increasing the revenue from im. 
ports, recommended tie salt duty to be calculated upon the 
weight, instead of the measure: and that fifty.six pounds 
aa be counted fora bushel. {iis recommendation was as 
ollows: 

“itis represented that the duty on salt operates unequally, 
from the considerable diffrence’ in weight, in proportion to 
quantity, of different kinds of salt: a bushel weighing from 
about fifty-six to upwards of eighty weight. Tt would havean 
equalizi het ifthe bushel were defined by weight; and, if 
fifty-six pounds were taken as the standard, a valuable acces- 
sion tothe revenue would result.”—American State Papers, 
vol. 5. page 160. 

Inthe same report, at page 161, the Secretary, under the 
head of “Estimate of probable additional revenue from 
the proposed duties,” says: 

Salt, from the equalizing regulation proposed, will probably 
yield one sixth more, or two cents per bushel; which, on two 
milltonsof bushels, would yleld $40,000, 

This is the act which lias introduced into seme parts of the 
United States the idea of selling salt by the weighed, instead of 
the measured bushel, andhasled to one of the greatest imposi. 


tions now practised by the salt-monopolizers of the West, 


Improving upon the idea of this weight for measure, they res 
duce the fifty-six to fifty pounds; they then sell by lick-weight, 
which is always below true weight, and frequently as much ag 
twenty or thirty per cent. below it. Thus, to raise the salt-tax 
indirectly, by diminishing the bushel, an immense and perma- 
nent injury has been inflicted upon the Western States, where 
the weighed bushel prevails, and a false idea of the national 
supply is created; for, when we say so many bushels imported, 
or manufactured, the mind is deceived—for they are not meag- 
ured bushels, weighing eighty-four pounds, but weighed bushe 
els, one-third Jess than the measured bushel. The reported 
importation of seven millions of bushels per annum, is but a 
little upwards of five millions. Such are the consequences of 
a singie indirect, and, apparently, a small indirect movement in 
legislation! To increase the salt revenue in 1792, by altering 
the standard of the bushel, the nation, and especially the whole 
Western country, has siace been cheated out of one-third of its 
salt; and, since the monopoly in the West, the cheat in that 
quarter (lick-weight and adulteration being considered) is fully 
one-half, a 

But this change in the salt measure, though introduced into 
our laws on the recommendation of General Hamilton, and as 
an indirect mode of increasing the duty, was net original with 
him;it had previously been done, and for the same purpose, 
in Great Britain. Fifty-six pounds to the bushel had there 
been adopted, in order to increase the number of bushels, and 
thus augment the product of thetax. By this contrivance, the 
salt-tax, both in England and America, while nominally on the 
bushel, was,in reality, on two-thirds of a bushel; but, in the 
year 1818, the English relieved themselves from this imposition, 
and from all the burdens of the salt-tax, by repealing it in toto, 
and making salt free of tax in that country. 

Having read this extract from his report of 
183940, Mr. B. wenton to say that Gen. Hamil- 
ton was correct in stating the different weights of 
different kinds of salt; but he was wrong in his 
mode of equalizing it. Instead of taking the high- 
est weight, which was 84 pounds, or a medium 
weight, which would bring it to 70 pounds, he took 
the lowest, and made all 56. This subjected the 
bushel of alum salt to atax and a half; for the 84 
pounds was exacily half as much again as the 56, 
This, applied to the present bil], would make the 
lax‘on alnum salt 12 centsa bushel, and on Liver« 
pool salt 8 cents. This would make a difference 
of 50 per cent. upon the tax on the same article. 
Mr. B. said Gen. Hamilton gained $40,000 addi- 
tional tax by his change of the bushei; the present 
bill would make the additional tax $160,000; for 
the quaniity imported now is four times greater 
than it was in his time: the import was then two 
millions of bushels, itis now eight millions; and 
therefore the cheatery was four times greater than 
when first introduced among us. Mr. B. said he 
must say of this motion, as of all the rest—~it would 
not pass now, but it would pass when the Democ- 
racy should be in power; or rather the salt tax 
would be abolished entirely, and then the measure 
would restore itself. 

Mr. EVANS said there was no change in the 
law in this respect. It was such as it bad always 
been. As the Senator from New Hampshire had 
told the Senate what General Harrison had said on 
the subject, he would be gladif he would also tell 
what Mr. Van Buren said. 

Mr. WOODBURY observed that New York, be~ 
ing largely engaged in the manufacture of salt, had, 
it was presumed, instructed both her Senators on 
the subject. 

The yeas and nays being called and ordered, 

The question was taken on Mr. Watker’s Mo- 
tion, and resulted in the negative—yeas 17, hays 
24, as follows: 

¥ EAS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun,” © 
Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, Rives, Sevier, Walka 
er, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbary, and Young--17, 

NAYS- Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choate, 
Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Graham, 
Huntington, Mangum, Merrick, Milier, Morehead, Phelps, Por- 
Whi eee Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, and 

Mr. BENTON proposed to inzert, page 35, line 
35, among the free articles, “rock salt.” 

Mr. B. supported his motion for placing rock 

i r placing 
salt among the free articles, by showing that ils free 
importation was highly essential to the stock of the 
Great West. This rock (or minera!) salt was got 
from the Cheshire salt-mines, in England, and used 
boih in Engiand and on the continent for saiting 
stock. The Hollanders and Belgians used it 
largely. it was the easiest, the best, and the most 
economical mode of giving salt to stock. It was 
merely put under a shelter, to keep off the rain, in 
the pasture where the cattle, hogs, sheep, or horses 
ranged; and each one licked offwhat it pleased 
Without waste, without trouble tc the owner, and 
just when the animal chose to take it. Being in 
masses, ìt easily came in ballast; and from New 
Orleans, and other parts, would go to the interior 


of the country, if its importation were encouraged, 
by freeing it from duty. There was no rock salt 
in the United States; and no domestic article to be 
affected by it. It would be used by stock alone. 
And having failed in all his attempts to make gen- 
tlemen relent, when the comfort of the people was 
at.stake, he would now appeal to them in behalf of 
all the cows, sheep, hogs, and horses in the United 
States, and beg them to let these poor dumb ani- 
mals have some salt to their green grass, so neces- 
sary to their health and comfort. 

The question was then taken, and resulted in the 
negative—yeas 13, nays 21, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Calhoun, Cuthbert, 
Fulton, King, McRoberts, Sevier, Walker, Williams, Wood- 
bury, and Young—13. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choate, 
Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Dayton, Evans, Huntington, Merrick, 
Miller, Porter, Rives, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, 
Tallmadge, White, and Woodbridge—-21. 


Mr. ALLEN moved to strike out from the free 
list, pages 34 and 35, the 5th paragraph of the 9th 
section, which reads as follows: 


*t Philosophical apparatus, instruments, books, maps and 
charts, statues, statuary, books, and casts, of marble, bronze, 
alabaster, or plaster of Paris, paintings, drawings, engravings, 
etchings, specimens of sculpture, cabinets of coins, medals, 
gems, and all other collections of antiquities; Provided, ‘The 
game be specially imported, in good faith, for the use of any 
society incorporated or established for philosophical or literary 
purposes, or for the encouragement of the fine arts, or for the 
use, and by the order, of any college, academy, school, or semi- 
nary of learning in the United States.” 


The effect would be to leave those articles sub- 
ject to the ad valorem duty of 20 percent. On this 
motion he called for the yeas and nays, which were 
ordered. 


‘The question was then taken, and resulted in the 
negative—yeas 4, nays 23, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Fulton, and McRoberts—4. 

. NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Clayton, 
Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Huntington, Man- 
gum, Merrick, Miller, Porter, Preston, Rives, Simmons, Smith 
of Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, White, and Woodbridge—23. 

Mr. BENTON proposed an amendment, to pat a 
stamp duty on the issue, and an annual tax on the 
cirentation, of paper curreney; and supported his 
proposition by an elaborate speech, of which we ean. 
not give even an outline in this brief report; merely 
stating that Mr. B. declared his first object to be to 
raise revenue from an article which was able to pay, 
and ought to pay; and his next object was, to contri- 
bute to regulate the paper currency. He was certain 
Congress had constitutional power enough to regu- 
late the paper currency,and had nothing to do but 
to exercise that power. A bankrupt act against 
banks—a stamp duty on the issus of all paper cur- 
rency—and an annual tax upon its circulation— 
would accomplish tke object, and free the country 
from the curse of depreciated paper on any day 
that Congress chose. The following was his 
amendment: 

Sac. . And be it further enacted, That from and after 
the last day of December, in the year 1842, there shall be laid 
and collected, throughout the United States, their Territories, 
and the District of Columbia, a stamp duty on the issue, and 
an annual tax on the circulation, of ail paper-curiency, as fol- 
Jows: a stamp duty of thirty cents on each piece of paper con- 
atituting such currency, and an annual tax of twenty-five cents 
on the same for each year it is continued in circulation. — 

Bsc, . And be it further enacted, That every description 
of notes, orders, checks, or certificates, promising or, ordering 
the payment of money or other thing, and put into circulation 
by corporations, corporate bodies, budies politic, individuais, 
or companies, which shall be transferable by delivery, without 
the written endorsement of each passer thereof, and without 
peing subject to the laws which apply to inland bills of ex- 
change, shall be deemed to be paper-currency within the mean- 
ing of this act; and shall be subject to the stamp duty and to 
the annual tax hereby imposed. À 

Sec. . And beit further enacted, That every corporation, 
corporaté body, body politic, individual, or company, which 
shall issue paper-currency of the foregoing description, shall 
have the same stamped, and pay the duty thereon before the 
game is issued or reissued after the taking effect of this act; and 
for that purpose shall apply to the United States marshal for 
the district within which such issue is intended to be made, 
who shall forthwith stamp the same, and collect the duty there- 
on, according to the regulations and instructions which he shall 
receive from the Secretary ofthe Treasury. | 

Sec. . And be tt. further enacted, That it shall be the duty 
of the Secretary of the Treasury to prescribe the forms, marks, 
inscriptions, and colors to be used for said stamps, and shall 
furnish the dies and machinery therefor to the respective mar- 
shals, with the necessary books for keeping the proper ac- 
counts; and for defraying the expenses of purchasing the said 
dies, machinery, and books, the sum of three thousand dollars, 
out of any moneys in the treasury not otherwise, appropriated, 
be, and the same hereby is, appropriated. 

See. . And be it further enacted, That a fine of five thous- 
and dollars shall be imposed on the officers severally of each 
corporation, anda fine of fifty thousand dollars on each corpo- 
ration, corporate body, body-politic, individual, or company, 
prhich shall issue or reissue any paper-currency, without being 
hj . 
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stamped, and the duty paid, as aforesaid: Provided, That any 
officer who proves his dissent to such issue, and vote against 
it, shall not be subject to such fine; and all contracts, loans, or 
payments made by the corporations, corporate bodies, bodies- 
politic, individuals, or companies, made in paper currency not 
stamped as aforesaid, or founded on such currency as a con- 
sideration, shal} be null and void, and of no effect or validity in 
any court whatever, 

Sec. . And be it further enacted, That every corpora- 
tion, corporate body, body-politic, individual, or company, 
which shall issue paper-currency of the foregoing description, 
shall make to the Secretary of the Treasury quarterly average 
returns of the number of notes or pieces of paper-currency so 
issued by them; from which quarterly average returns shall be 
made an annual average, which shall be deemed and keld tobe 
the number of notes or pieces of paper-currency kept in circu- 
lation by such party during the year, and on which the tax 
shall be collected; and said returns shall be made according 
to the forms prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury; and 
a double tax, and a fine of fifty thousand dollars, shall be in- 
curred by the party failing to make such return. 

See. . And be it further enacted, That it shall be the 
duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to cause the annual taxes 
so ascertained to be due from the issuers of paper-currency, to 
be forthwith collected by the United States marshals, and duly 
accounted for, and paid over by them. v 

Sec. . And be it further enacted, That the sum of five per 
cent. shall be allowed to the marshals on the amounts collected 
by them on stamps, and 2% per cent. shall be allowed to them 
on their tax collections under this act; and the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall cause such bonds and sureties to be taken from 
the said marshals as he shall deem necessary to insure the 
faithful performance of their duties under this act. 

See. . And be it further enacted, That all double taxes 
incurred under this act for a default in not making returns of 
the circulation, shall be computed by the marshal of the dis- 
trict and approved by the Secretary of the Treasury, according 
to the reputed capital employed, or circulation issued, by the 
delinyuent party; and all fines under this act shall be recover- 
able by action of debt, and shall be divided between the inform- 
er, the marshal of the district, and the district attorney of the 
United States prosecuting the same, in equal proportions, 


Mr. BENTON further observed that he wes 
very certain, in a matter of such length and crm- 
plexity, Senators were not prepared to vote upon 
it. Hehad not shown it even to more than one or 
two of his own friends. His object at present was 
to have it placed upon the journal; and he knew of 
no way to accomplish that, but by calling for the 
yeas and nays. If the Chair said jt could be done 
without that, be would uot ask the yeas and nays, 

The CHAIR remarked that there were two ways 
in which it would go upon the journal—by the 
yeas and nays being taken, or a general wish ex- 
pressed to that effect. 

The yeas and nays were then ordered; and the 
question resulted in the negative—yeas 7, nays 27, 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alen, Benton, Linn, Smith of Connecticut, 
Sturgeon, Tappan, and Walker—7, 

NAYS—Mesers. Archer, Bagby, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Choate, Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, 
YWuntington, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Por- 


ter, Preston, Rives, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tall- 
madge, White, and Woodbridge—27. 


Mr. WALKER moved as an additional section 
at the end of the bill, the following amendment: 


And be it further enacted, That from and after the passage 
of this act, there shall be collected by the marshals in the sev- 
eral districts of the United States, under such regulation as 
shall be prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury, an an- 
nual tax of 20 percent. ad valorem on all gold and silver ware, 
exceeding in value $50; and in all cases where the marshals 
shall not themseives collect this duty, they are -hereby author- 
ized to employ the assessor, collector, sheriff, or coroner, in 
eachof the same conuties or parishes of the several States 
toaid them in collecting said tax; and a compensation of one 
per cent. shall be allowed fer the actual amountof tax collected 
and paid over under the provisions of thisact. 


Mr. WALKER said that, whilst this bill taxed 
so many objecis and so many necessaries of liie, be 
knew of no article which could be reached by a tax 
with more justice than gold and silver ware. 


Whilst we were complaining of a want of metallic | 


currency, and resorted ia such a great degree to the 
use of bank paper, it was asserted that double the 
amount of the coin of the country was wasted in 
mere articles of luxury. He read a statement from 
the bank tables prepared by the former Secretary 
of the Treasury, (Mr. Woodbury,) showing that 
the amount of gold and silver coin in the world 
was, according to the calculation of Humboldt, 
$1,580,000,000; and, according to the calculation 
of Bowring, $1,824,000,000. Now, in addition to 
this, large amounts were drawn from the useful 
purposes of circulation, and applied to articles of 
ornament. From the tables of Mr. Gallatin, it 
appeared that the precious metals employed for 
oiher purposes than that of a circulating medium 
were, in 1830, estimated by various writers at from 
$3,320 000,000 to 4,500,000,000. According, 
therefore, to the lowest estimate, twice as much of 
the precious metais were wasted in luxuriesas were 
employed in furnishing a circulation to the country, 
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In the United States the amount of coin was esti- 
mated at $80,000,000. 

If the gold and silver in the shape of ware were 
double as much, then there was $160,000,000 
among us melted up into articlesof luxnry and 
ornament, He was informed that the cashier of a 
small bank had stated that $1,000 per week was 
drawn from his institition, for the purpose of being 
melted and manufactured into gold and silver plate. 
He called the attention of the people to these facts. 
He believed that, whilst the tax which he had pro- 
posed would produce revenue, the Constitution 
imposed no barrier to its attainment; and the effect 
would be a gradual diminution of the use and 
consumption of the precious metals in articles of 
show. We should not hear of bank presidents 
receiving $30,000 in plate, as presents; bnt the 
metal thus applied would find its way to the mint, 
and be converted into eagles, half-eagles, and quar- 
ter-eagles, dollars, halves, quarters, and dimes. 
Moreover the drain on the banks for precious 
metals would be diminished. He avowed his par- 
pose to call the altention of the people to one of 
the reasons why they had not an adcquate supply 
of the precious metals. Afier adopting the meas- 
ure he had proposed here, he would open nego- 
tations with foreign Governments, to induce them 
to impose a similar tax. f 


Mr. EVANS observed that this amendment proe 
posed an excise, as the amendment of the Senator 
from Missouri proposed a stamp act. He might 
object to both, that they had no business in a bill 
to collect a revenue from imports. The amende 
ment of the Senator from Mississippi is to put a 
direct tax of 20 per cent, on gold and silver ware. 
And this is to be collected by the marshal, col- 
lector, sheriff, coroner, and State officers of the 
States, who are to be thrusting themselves into every 
man’s house to hunt up the gold and silver ware 
in use, and take it all away for the Government 
in the course of five years. Gentlemen com- 
plained greatly of invading the privileges of old 
ladies, and depriving them of their tea, coffee, and 
knitting-needles. But here they are to send the 
public officers every year, and make the old lady 
produce her spoons. Perhaps she hss but a dozen 
in the beginning; but she is to give up something 
more than two of them every year, till all are 
gone, and then she is to come down to the iron 
age. Why should people be deprived of the right 
of doing as they pleased with their gold and silver? 
Can the Senator be serious in his arendment? 
If he is, why not tax those who hoard up gold and 
silver money, 2s well as gold and silver ware? 

Mr. WALKER was aware that no amendment 
which might be offered to this biil could be adopted. ` 
He knew it had been ordained on the other side. 
What was the object of the proceedings on this 
bili? Was it toembarrass the President; or, as in 
the case of the apportionment bill, to deprive the 
House of the power to amend i? He wished the 
country to know that the majority here had reso- 
lutely resisted all motions to amend this bill. 

In reply to the question of the Senator, asking 
him whether he was serious in his proposition, he. 
would say that the Senator would one day find that 
the people were serious enough in their conviction 
of its expediency. Since he first offered this prop- 
osition, four months ago, as an amendment to 
another bill, he had received more letters from dif- 
ferent parts of the country, expressing approbation 
of his object, than ever before in reletion to any 
other measure; and be had received the testimo- 
nials of several public meetings in its behalf, 

The Senator had asked if he would send the 
marshals of the Government to the houses of the 
people, to take a Hist of their property. He did 
not propose any such thing; bat, on the contrary, 
expressly named the county officers. to perform the 
duty of making the assessment and collections. 
All that these officers would have to do, would be 
to ask an additional question, ‘‘ What is the amount 
of your gold and silver plate, and ware?” He 
might ask, whom did the Senator and his friends pro- 
pose to send into every man’s house? By this bill, 
he steals into every man’s house, and gets 30 and 
40 per cent, tax upon every article there used. The 
poor man knows not how much he has paid, for 
the taxegatherer is unseen. Qn the contrary, the 
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tax proposed by his amendment was frank and 
open; the object avowed on its face, and known to 
every one. 

The Senator had spoken of merey to the old 
woman. He asked the Senator why be has uot 
himself been merciful, and why be had voted for a 
tax on her tea and coffee? The Senator would 
tax her necessaries—things which she covld not 
dispense with; and let her luxuries—things which 
she could seldom afford—come in free of duty. 
She could use china teapots, and dispense with 
silver and gold vessels; but could not do without 
her coffee and tea. Who, then, was in favor of 
taxing the poor—the Senator or himself? Jn order 
to satisfy the Senator, he would so modify his 
amendment as to make it impose a tax only upon 
gold and silver plate exceeding $50 in vaiue. 
Then the old lady may still have her silver iea- 
spoons. But not one dollar would be collvcied 
under this provision—except, indeed, it be from the 
very rich. Those in moderate circumstances, 
rather than pay the tax, would have their ware 
converted into coin. 

Mr. SIMMONS observed that the Senator from 
Mississippi had said much against raising such an 
amount of revenue from this bill as twenty-seven 
millions; yet here was a proposition of his own, to 
increase the amount by thirty-two m lions. He 
says there is an amount of one hundred and sixty 
millions in gold and silver ware in the United 
States; and 25 per cent. on that sum would be 
thirty-two millions, 

Mr. WALKER said he had only taken Hum- 
boldt’s statement, If a deficiency of gold and sil- 
‘ver was felt to such a degree as to require largz is- 
sues of bank currency, the obvious effect of his 
amendment would be to supply tbat deficiency, by 
forcing the precious metals iuto the circulating me- 
dium. It would cause the precious metals now 
locked up in useless articles, to be turned into coin. 

He modified his amendment so as not to reach 
articles under the value of $5). He called for the 
yeas and nays; which were o:dered, 

The question was then taken, and resulted in the 
negative—yeas 7, nays 30, as follows: 

YEAS—Messra, Allen, Fulton. Linn, Smith of Connecticut, 
Tappan, Walker, and Wright—-7, 

NAY=—Massrs, Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Clayton, Conrad, Craits, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, 
Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, 
Phelps, Porter, Preston, Rives, Sevier, Simmons, Smith of in: 
diana, Sjwague, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, White, and Wod- 
bridge—20. 

No more amendments being offered to the bill, 

The CHAIR repeated the usual form of report- 
ing back bills, as follows: Senate:s—The Senate 
has had under consideration, as in committee of 
the whole, a bill to provide revenue from imports, 
avd to change and modify existing laws imposing 
duties cn imporis, and fur other purposes; and bas 
made divers amendments thereto—froars of laughter] 
~has made no amendments. The dill is now open 
for amendment, 

Mr. WOODBURY moved to amend the bill, 
paze 9, line 16, in relation to railroad iron, by 
inserting the words “ permanently laid down for 
use,” 

On this motion he called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, 

The question wee then taken, anil resulted in 
the neganve—veas 19, nays 25, as follow 

YEAS—M | Aen, Benton, Buchanan, Cuthbert, Fulton” 
Graham, Kiag. Linn, MeRobess, Sevier, Smith of Connecti 
ent, Surges, Panpan, Waker, Wileox, Williams, Woodbury 
Wrigtt, and 

Nas -= Messrs. Are} 
Clayton, G 
ton, Kerr, 
immo 


Choate, 
Grah on, 
Morehead, 


S: 


p 


or, Barrow, Bates, yard, Choate, 
a, Crittenden, Dayton, s Tinntine- 
mgam, Merrick, Miler, Morehead, X aelps, Portir, 
ih of Indiana, Sprague, Yallmadgso, White, and 


3 ki . & 
Mr. WOO UBURY movel to amend the bill, 
live £28 to 190, by stecking out the 


“On plates or sheets. of which copper is the material of chief 
value, and on parentasbeathing metal, composed in pact of cop- 
per, (wo cents per poun 

This amendment was nezatived, 

Mr. KING, with @ perfect convielion that no 
amendment, however necessary, would prevail, 

. would now withbold an amendment in relation to 
the reduction of the duty on cotton bagging—whieh 
he was sure would prevail when this question 
should come up again, as he was certain it would— 
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and when he should be prepared to offer sueh 
proof of the justness of reducing the duty on cot. 
ton bagging, that bis motion would prevail. See- 
ing the utter aselessness of all attempis to improve 
this bill, he should not delay the Senate by any 
motion at present. 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading; and 
the question being, “Shall the bill be now read a 
third time?” 

Mr. CALHOUN observed that he wished fo be 
heard on the passage of this bill, and would there- 
fore move an acjournment. i 

The Senate then, at 4 o'clock, adjourned. 

On Mr. Weraar’s moiion, as given in our sketch 
of yesterday’s proceedings, to change the specific 
duties on glass-ware to an ad valorem duty, Mr. 
W. made the foilowing remarks: 


Mr. WRIGHT said he would make one single 
other motion to amend ihis bili—mnot because he 
wished to resist what was so plainly the determined 
sense of a majority of the Senate, but because the 
duty to which he was about to refer was so palpa- 
bly probibitory; and because, if imposed, it must so 
unreasonably enhance the cost of a class of articles 
So utiversally in use in oar country ès to have al- 
most, if not altogether, taken a place among the 
necessary articles of common furaiture in every 
family. Under such a duty, he did not doubt that 
the use would be vastly limited, and the importation 
so greatly Qiminished as to cause a positive diminu- 
tion of revenue, even below that which a 20 pe 
cent. duty would bring inio the treasury; and he 
was not aware of the existence of domestic manu- 
factories anything lke equal to a supply for the 
country at aay price. 

He referred to glass- ware pencrally; not at all to 
window glass. The bill imposed a duty by the 
pound weight upon glass-ware; and the duty pro- 
posed was from 25 to 45 cents per pound upon eut 
glass, and from 10 to 16 cents per pound upon 
plain, moulded, or pressed glass. 

He moved so to amend the bill as to strike out 
all the provisions imposing the duty by the pound 
weight, and to substitute an ad valotem daty of 
33 per cent; equal to one-lbird of the value of the 
ware. ‘This he thoug!:t a sufficient duty upon any- 
thing, for any reasunabie proiection; while he was 
sure it was rather too high than too low fora 
profitable revenue duty, , 

As the best mode of showing what were the rates 
of duty propssed by the bill, he would read from a 
let'er trom a commercial house in New York en- 
gaged in this trade. Tae writers of the letter had 
long been cxtensive imporiers of the varivus glass- 
wares in use in this country, and, therefore, spoke 
from experience. The letter related to this very 
bill, and to this very provisicn of it; and its appli- 
cation was direct to the moiion he had made. ‘The 
letter wes a Jong one, and pointed out the defective 
character of the bill, as to the whole arrangement 
of duties upon glass-ware of every deseription, as 
well ss upon eertain other classes of articles; and, 
if time permitted, ike whole letter could not fail to 
interest and instruct the Senate. At this late hour, 
however, aud in the face of the impatience so 
plainly manifested, he would read but a single sen- 
tence. It was in these words: 


“For instance, a common cut tumbler, weighing 6 pounds per 
dozen, is to pay 25 cents per pound. This wonid be $l 50 per 
dozen, 'Fhis same article we have sold, the Past season, at SU 
The duty will appear even more monstrous 

fe find 1: to be equa! to 800 per cent, on the 
aceitumbier, weighing 8 pounds per 
per pound; equal to $2 80 per dozen. 
fing at $l 50 per dozen: the daty on which 
equal to Ze) per cent. upon the original cost. On other 
cut tumblers the duty isin similar pro ion. A plain com- 
mon tumbler, the cousumprion cc which is great, now selling at 
from 0 to 30 cents per dozen, is chargeable with a duty ol 4S 
ie per dozen; equal to 350 per cent. on the cost. A better 
e wh seli ai 50 cents per dozen, is to pay a duty 
60 cents; w , ikewiee, about 350 per cent, on the cos 
This (Mr. W. said) was the present character 
of these duties, az poinied oui by practical and ex- 
perienced merchants, whose business it was to trade 
in the articies. The letter exhibits an equal ex- 
travaganee of tax upon various cther articles in 
the same class; but he would not detain the Senate 
to read further, 

` He was sure no one would call thesereyenue du- 

es. A duty of $1.50 upon an article selling in 


cents per dozen. 
and 


«bsurd, when 


our own market at 80 cents! It was monstrous, 
and must be prohibitory; and he did hope gentle- 
men were not prepared to extend protection thug 
far towards a branch of manufacture not yet exist. 
ing in the country to an extent equal to iis wants. 
Gentlemen might consider this glass-ware a luxury; 
but, if so, it was a legitima‘e object for revenue, 
not for prohibition. He asked that the vote upon 
his proposed amendment might be taken by yeas 
and nays. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Taur pay, August 4, 1842. 

Mr. LINN, frou the Committee on Public Ex. 
penditures, made a report in relaiion to certain ex- 
penditures of the Post Office Department; which 
was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CUSHING, from the Committee on For- 
eign Relations, introduced a bill requiring foreign 
regulations of commerce to be annually laid before 
Congress: read twice, and referred to the Commit- 
tee of the Wheie on the state of the Union. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST moved that the [House re~ 
solve itself into the Commiitee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, for. the purpose of taking 
up the bill from the Senate providing for tke publi- 
cation of the journals of the exploring expedition: 
negatived, withouta division. 

Mr. BURNELL submitted the following reso» 
lution; which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be, and hereby are, instructed to consider the claim of T. D, 
Hopkins, of Wellfleet, Massachusetts, fora pension from this 


Goverament; and that the accompanying papers be commit- 
ted to said committee. 


Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL, from the Cornmittee oa 
the Judiciary, reported, withontamendmant, the bill 
from the Senate for the relief of William H. Rob- 
erison, Samuel H. Garrow, and J. W. Simonton. 


Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL, from the same com- 
mitte, reported a bill to establish a district court 
of the United States in the town of Wheeling, Vir- 
ginia: read twice, and referred to the Commitiee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

P Mr. W. W. IRWIN called for the orders of the 
ay, 

The SPEAKER. said the regular order was the, 
report of the Commitice on Indian Affairs in rela» 
tion to the letter of the Secretary of War declining 
to transmit to the House certain papers on the sub- 
ject of frauds in the Indian country. 

This report, having been taken up, was discussed 
by Messrs, CUSHING, EVERET?, and J. COOP- 
ER, till the expiration of the morning hour, 


THE REORGANIZATION OF THE ARMY. 


Mr. STANLY rose at the expiration of the 
morning hour, and moved that the House take up 
the bill for the reorganization of the army; which 
was agreed to. The previous question having been 
moved last night, the House came to a direct vote 
on the first amendment of the Commitee of the 
Whole, (which was moved by Mr. S. Mason,) in 
these words, to be inserte at the commencement 
of the first section: “That the regiment of dragoons 
authorized io be raised and organized by the act 


approved May 234, 1836, be disbanded on the Ist 
day cf October next.” : 


Mr. GRANGER called for the yeas and nays 
on the question of concurrence of the House with 
this amend:nent of the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. MILLER of Missouri asked the yeas and 
nays, Which were ordered; and, being taken, re. 
Sulted as follows: 


sets. Adams, L. W. Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg, 
i er, Beeson, Blair, Boardman, Borden, Brewster, 
Briges, Brockway, Calhoun, john Campbell, Wiliam B. Camp» 
bell, Thoirus J. Campbell, Caruthers, Casey, Chapman, Joha 
C. Clark, Urford, Coles, Mark A; Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, 
Cravens, Daniel, Garret, Davis, Dean, Deberry, Doig, John 
Edwards, Everet:, Fillmore, A. Lawrence Foster, Gentry, Gid- 
dings. Goggin, Patrick G. Goode, Wiiliam O, Goode, Green, 
Gwin, Houck, fousion, Toward, Hubard, Hunter, James ivm, 
Cave dobnsca, John W. Jones, Andrew Kenvedy, Lane, Lewis 
Lina, Abraham McClellan, McKay, McKernan, Alfred Mar- 
shall, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maynard. Morgan, 
incrrow, Osborne, Owsley, Parmenter, Pope, Ramsay, Read, 
Reding, Rencher, Reynolds, William Russell, James M. Rus. 
sell, Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, Shields, Slade, Truman Smith, 
Snyder, Staaly, Steenrod, Stokeiy, Stratton, John T: Stuart, 
Summers, Sweney, Tripiett, Underwood, Warren, Weller, Jo- 
seph L. White, Thomas W. Williams, James W. Williams, 
Joseph L. Williams, Yorke, and John Young—100. f 
NAYS—Messts. Allen, Sherlock J. Andrews, Appleton; Atha 
ton, Barton, Bidlack, Birdseye, Bouts, Bowne, oyd; Bronson, 


; Brown; Jeremiah Brown, Burke, Chittenden,: Clinton, 
Eros, Cushing, Richard D, Davis. Dawson, Doan, John C. Ed- 
ards; Egbert, Fessenden, John G. Floyd, Thomas F. Foster, 
Granger, Gustine, Habersham, Hays, Hopkins, Hudson, Charles 
j<Utigersoll, Joseph R, Ingersoll, William W. Irwin, James, 
lohn, P: Kennedy, Robert McClellan, McKeon, Mallory. Max- 
well, Miller, Moore, Newhard, Payne, Pearce, Plumer, Profit, 
Alexander Randall, Ridgway, Riggs, Rodney, Roosevelt, Sal- 
tqastall, Sanford, Alexander H. H. Stuart, Surater, Taliaferro, 
Richard W. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, 
Tomlinson, Trumbull, Van Buren, Wallace, Ward, Washing. 

- tony Westbrook, and Edward D, White—69, 


Mr. BLACK applied, before the vote was an- 
nounced, to. have his vote recorded. He said he 
‘Was not within the bar at the time his name was 
called, but he desired to vote on the question of 
concurrence with the amendment of the com- 
mittee. 


“The SPEAKER said the gentleman could vote 
if there was no objection. 

Mr. BLACK said he desired to vote ‘‘no.” 

Mr. JOHN C, CLARK objected, and the vote 
was not received. 

The first amendment having been concurred in, 
the House proceeded to the second, which reduced 
each company of the remaining regiment of dra- 
goons from 50 to 42 privates. 

-The House non concurred in this amendment. 

© The amendments redusing each company of ar- 
tillery and infantry from 50, as proposed by the 
original bill, to 42 privates, were concurred in. 

“The House also concurred in the following 
amendment, which was an addition lo the first sec- 
tion: : 
‘Provided, That nothing in this section shall be construed to 
prevent the re-enlistment of non-commissioned officers whose 


terms of service may expire before tie army shall be reduced 
to the number heretofore established. 
The 


‘The second section was next in order, 
Committee of the Whole strack out this section, 
which was in the following words: 


Bio. 2. And be it further enacted, That the offices of the 
superintendents of the armories at Springfield and at Harper’s 
Ferry shall be, and the same are hereby, abolished; and the du» 
ties thereof shall be performed by such officers of the ordnance 
corps as shali be designated by the President, 


As a substitute for this, the committee had insert- 
ed the following: 


And be it further enacted, That from and after the Ist day 
of October next, the superintendents of the national armories 
shall receive cach $1,500, and the master armorers each $1,200 
annually, payable quarter-yearly; and the payinasters and mili- 
tary storekecpers at the armories and at arsenals, shall receive 
each $1,250 annually, payable in like manner. And none of the 
above-named officers, and no officers at the armorivs, of any 
sary whatever; shall hereafter receive emoluments of any 

ind, or any cozopensation or commutation beyond their stipu- 
lated pay, in money, except quarters actually provided for and 
occupied by such offices, And no military storekeeper at 
arsenals shall, after the said Ist day of Octcber, receive. as pay 
or emoluments, beyond $809 per annuin, besides uariers ac- 
tually provided and occupied as such. 


Mr. BOWNE called for the yeas and nays; and 
they were ordered, and resulted as follows—yeas 
103, nays 77. 


YEAS—Messre. Adams, Landaff W. Andrews, Sherlock J. 
Andrews, Arnold, Atherton, Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, Bar- 
ton, Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, Borden, Botts, Bowne, Brew- 
ster, Briggs, Brockway, Charles Brown, Jeremiah Brown, 
Burke, Burnell, William O. Batler,Calsoun, ‘thomas J. Camp- 
bell, Casey, John C. Clark, Clifford, Clinton. Cowen, Cranston, 
Cross, Cushing, Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, Dean, Doan, 
Doig, John Edwards, Egbert, Everett, A. L. Foster, Gid- 
dings, Granger, Green, Halsted, Harris, Hays, Howard, Hub- 
ard, Hudson, Hunter, James Irvin, James, Lane, Robert Me- 
Clellaa, McKennan, Marchand, Alfred Marshall, Mathiot, 
Mattocks, Maynard; Medill, Miller, Moore, Morgan, Mortis, 
Morrow, Osborne, Owsley, Parmenter, Pops, Poweli, Benj. 
Randall, Reding, Ridgwey, Riggs, W. Russell, J, M, Russeii, 
Saltonstall, Sanford, Saaw, Shields, Slade, Truman Smith, 
Snyder, Alexander H., H. Stuart, John T. Stuart, Summers, 
[Sweney, Taliaferro, Richard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, To- 
land, Trumbuli. Weller, Joseph L. White, Thomas W, Wil- 
liama, James W. Williams, Joseph L. Wiliama, Yorke, and 
John Young—103. i 

NAY S—Messrs, Allen, Beeson, Bidlack, Black, Boyd, Bron- 
son, Aaron Y. Brown, William Butler, Patrick C. Caldwell, 
William 8, Campbell, Caruthers, Chapman, Chittenden, Coles, 
Mark. A. Cooper, Cravens, Daniel, Dawson, Deberry, Jobn 
C. Edwards. Fessenden, Fillmore, John G. Floyd, Thomas F. 
Foster, Gamble, Gentry, Goggin, William O. Goode, Gustine, 
Gwin, Habersham, kins, Houston, Charles J. Ingersoll, 
Joseph R. Ingersoll, William W, Irwin, Cave Johnson, J. W. 
Jones, John P. Kennedy, Lewis, Linn, Abraham McClellan, 
McKay, Samson Mason, Maxwell, Mitchell, Newnard, Payne, 
Pearce, Plamer, Ramsey, Alexander Randall, Randolph, 
Read, Rencher, Reynolds, Rodney, Roosevelt, Saunders, Shep- 

erd, Stanly, Steenrod, Stokely, Stratton, Sumter, Jacob 

hompson, Tomlinson, Triplett, Turney, Uaderwood, Van 
Buren, Wallace, Warren, Washington, Westbrook, and Ed- 
ward, D, White—77. 


So the House concurred in the amendment of 
the Committee of the Whole. , 

: The next question was on concurring in the 
amendment disbanding two surgeons and ten as- 
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sistant surgeons; and this question was decided in 
the affirmative—ayes 91, noes 40. 

The next question was on concurring in the 
amendment striking out the 5th section, as fol- 
ows: 


Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That a competent person 
may be employed by the ordnance boreau, under the direction 
of the Secretary of War, for such time as may be necessary, 
te superintend the manufacture of iron cannon at the several 
foundries where such cannon m2y be made under contracts 
with the United States, whose pay and emoluments shali not 
exceed those of a major of ordnance during the time he shall 
be so employed, to be paid out of the appropriations for 
armament of fortifications; end for the services rendered in 
such superintendence since the first day of March, eighteen 
hundred and forty one, under the authority of the War De 
partment, the same compensation shail be allowed as herein 
provided. 


Mr. W. W. IRWIN asked the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered; and, being taken, resulied as 
follows: 


YEAS—Messts. Allen, Landaf W. Andrews, Arnold, Ather- 

ton, Averigg, Babcock, Barton, Blair, Boyd, Brewster, Briggs, 
A. V. Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Burke, Calhoun, J. Campbell, 
Wm. B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Casey, 
Chittenden, Ciiford, Coles, Cowen, Daniel, Dean, Deberry, 
tentry, Giddings, Patrick G. Goode, Green, Gwin, Halsted, 
Harris, Hays, Hopkins, Houston, Howard, Wubard, Hunter, 
James, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Andrew Kennedy, 
Lewis, Lina, Abraham McCicilan, Robert McClellan, Mallory, 
Mathiot, Mattocks, Medill, Milter, Mitchell, Maore, Osborne, 
Owsley. Payne, Pope, Powell, Recd, Reding, Rencher, Rey- 
nolis, F Kodriey, Roosevelt, Wm. Russeil, James M. Rus- 
sell, Salstoustall, Sanford, Shaw, Shepperd, Snyder, Steenrod, 
Straiton, Alexander Yi. H. stuart, Sweney, Taliaferro, Rich- 
ard W. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Underwood, Van 
Buren, Watlace, Washington, Watterson, and W eiier--85. 

NAYS—Messre. Adams, Sherlock J. Andrews, Appleton, 
Baker, Beeson, Ridlack, Birdseye, Boardmen, Bowne, Bronson, 
Chs. Brown, Burnell, Wm, Budier, Wm, O. Buer, P. ©. 
Caldwell, Chapman, John C. Clark, Clinton, Mark A. Cooper, 
Cranston, Cravens, Cross, Cushing, Garrett Davis, Richard D. 
Davis, Doau, Doig, bverett, Fessenden, Fillmore, Jonn G. 
Fieyd, A. Lawreace Foster, Thomas F. Foster, Gamble, Gor- 
gin, Granger, Gustine, Mabershain, Holmes, fouck, Hudson, 
Chartes J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. ligersoll, James Irvin, W. W, 
Trwin, Jobn P. Kennedy, Lane, Mckay, McKennan, McKeon, 
Marchand, Alfred Marshall Mason, Maxwell, Maynard, 
Morgan, Morris, Morr Pearce, Piumer, Ramsey, 
Benjamin Randall, Alexander Randan, Randolph, Ridgway, 
Saunders, Shields, Slade, Trumea S.aith, Stanly, stokely, 
Joha T, Stuart, Summers, Sumter, THisghast, Toland, Tom- 
Hioson, Trip!ett, Ward, Warren, Westbrook, Edward P. White, 
Josəph L. White, Thomas W, Williams, James $V. Wiliams, 
Joseph L, Williams, Yorke, aad John Young—90. 


So the amendment was not concurred in. 
The next question was on concurring in the fol- 
lowing amendment: 


Strike out [from the clause allowing double rations] the 
words: i 

“Jo the generals commanding the castern and western ge- 
ographical divisions, and to the colonels and other officers com- 
mandiog military geographical departments,” 


And insert: 


“To the generals or other offizers commanding geographical 
military departments; to the Adjutant General of tie army; the 
Quartermaster General; the Commissary General of Subsist- 
encis and the Colonels of the corps of engineers, the ordnance, 
and topographical engineers.” 


Mr. W. B. CAMPBELL asked the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered ; end, being taken, re- 
suited as follows: 


YEAS—Messre. Adams, Landaf W. Andrews, Sherlock J. 
Andrews, Appleton, Babcock, Baker, Barton, Birdseye, Biair, 
Foardman, Borden, Bowne, Briggs, Bronson, Wm. Butler, 
John ©. Clark, Cranston, Cravens, Cushing, Fessenden, Fill- 
more, Thomas F. Foster, Gamble, Giddings, Granger, Green, 
Gustine, Habersham, Holmes, Hudson, Joseph R, Ingersoll, 
James Irvin, Wm. W. Irwin, John P. Kennedy, Lane, McKen- 
nan, Samson Mason, Maxwell, Maysard, Mitchell, Morean, 
Morris, Morrow, Owsl-y, Pope, Powell, Profis Randolph, 
Ridgway, Saltonstall, Slade, Truman Smith, stanly, Stokely, 
Summers, Taliaferro, Richard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, 
Toland, Triplett, Frumbuil, Wallace, Washington, Edward D., 
White, Joseph L. Whi, Thomas W. Williams, and Yorke 

NAYS—Messrs. Arnold, Atherton, Aycrigg, Beeson, Bidlack, 
Black, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Charles Brown, 
Jeremiah Brown, Burke, Green W. Caldwell, Calhoun, Jobn 
Campbell, Wm. B. Campbell, Thomas J. Carnpbeil, Caruthers, 
Casey, Cherman, Chittenden, Clifford, Ciinton, Coles, Mark 
A. Cooper, Cowen, Cross, Richard D. Davis, Deberry, Poan, 
Doig, John Ce Edwards, Egbert, Everett, John G. Floyd, 
Gentry, Goggin, Patrick G. Goode, Wm. O. Goade, Graham, 
Gwin, Halsted, Harris, Ways, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, How- 
ard, Hobard, C. J. Ingersoll, James, Cave Johnson, Joha W, 
Jones, Andrew Kennedy, Lewis, Linn, Abraham McClellan, 
Robert McCiellan, McKay, McKeon, Mallory, Marchand, Alfred 
Marshall, Mathist, Mattocks, Medill, Moore, Newhard, Os- 
horne, Parmenter, Payne, Pearce, Plumer, Ramsey, Ber jamin 
Randall, Alexander Randall, Read, Reding, Rencher, Riggs, 
Rodney, Roosevelt, Wiliam Russell, James M. Russell, San- 
ford, Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, Shields, Soyder, Steenrod, 
Stratton, Alexander ii. H. Swart, John T. Stuart, Sumter, 
Sweney, Jacob Thompson, Tomlinson, Turney, Underwood, 
Van Buren, Warren, Watterson. Weller, Westbrook, Joseph L. 
Williams, and John Youag—i07. 


The next question was on concurring in the fol- 
lowing amendment: 


Strike out [from the clause allowing double rations) the 
words: 


845 


“To the commandant of each of the armories, and of each: 
arsenal; to the officersof the corps of engineers and tepograph- 
ical engineers having the immediate command ofthe meren- 
gaged in the construction of fortifications, or other military, 
works, orin the improvement of harbors or rivers; but not to. 
include any superintendent other than the officer having such‘ 
immediate command.” 


This amendment was concurred in—ayes 92, 
noes not counted. i 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading; and havirg been read the third 
lime-— 


Mr. PROF FIT asked the yeas and nays, which, 
were ordered; and, being taken, resulted ss follows; 

YEAS—Messrs, Adams, Landaf W. Andrews, Sherlock J. 
Andrews, Appleton, Arnold, Atherton, Aycrigg. Babcock, Bakery, 
Barton, Beeson, Hidlack, Birdseye, Biair, Boarim, Borden, 
Boyd. B Rrockway, Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, Jer- 
emiah B Burke, Wiljam O. Batler, Green W. Caldwell. 
Patrick C. Caldwell. Calboun, William B, Campbell, ‘Phomas, 
J Canpbell, Caruthirs, Casey, Chapinan, Chittenden, John 
©. Clark, Chifford. Clinton, Coles, Mark A, Cooper, Cowen, 
Cranston, Garrett Davis, Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, Gentry, - 
Giddings, Goggin, Patrick G. Goode, Willian O. Goode, Gra- 
ham, Green, Gwin, Hall, Houck, Houston, Howard, Hubard, 
Hudson, Hunter, James Irvin, Jobn W. Jones, Lane, Linn, 
Abraham McClellan, MeKay, Mchennan, Thomas F. Mar- 
shall, S. Mason, Mathioi, Mattocks, Maynard, Mitchell, Mor- 
gan, Morris, Morrew, Osborne, Owsley, Parmenter, Payne, 
Pope, Powell, Ramsey, Benjamin Randat}, Alexander Randall,’ 
Randolph, Read, Reding, Rencher, Reynolds. Ridgway, Wm. 
Russell, Jin:es M. Russell, Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, Shields. 
Slade, Truman Smith, Snyder, Stanly, Steenrod, Stokely, Strat- 
ton, A. H. H. Smart, John T. Stuart, Suwosrs, Jacob Thomp.: 
son, Tomlinson, Triplett, Lrumbul, Turacy, Underwood, Ware 
ren, Washington. Weller, Westbrook, Jus L, White, Thos, 
W. Williams, James W., Wiliams, Joseph L. Williams, 
Yorke. and John Young—123. 

NAYS.-—Messix, Black, Bowne, Brewster, Bronson, Charles 
Brown. John Campbell, Cross, Cushing, Richard D. Davis, 
Dean, Doig, John C. Edwards, Egbert, Jobn jG. Floyd, A. L. 
Foster, Thomas F. Poster, Gamble, Granger, Guetine, Hebere 
sham, Halsted, Harris, Hays, Jiolmes, Hopkins, Charles J. Ine 
gersoll, Joseph R. ingersoll, VWiliam W, Irwin, James, Cave 
Johnson, John P., Kennedy, Lewis, Robert McClellan, McKeon, 
Mallory, Mevchand. Alfred Morshall, Maxwell, Medill, Miller, 
Nowhird, Pearce, Pluses, Profit, Riggs, Rodney, Roosevelt, 
Saltonstall, Saniord, Swenew, Taliaferro, Richard W. Thomp. 
son, Tillinghast, Toland, Van Buren, Ward, Watterson, and 
Edward D. White.—62 

So the bill was passed as amended. 

Mr, ARNOLD moved that the House resolve 
itself into a Committee of the Whole on his bill: 
to reduce the pay of members of Congress, and 
other Governmert officers. y 

Mr. HALSTED moved that the House go into 
Committse of the Whole on the bill to regulate the 
taking of testimony in cases of contested ciections. 

Mr, HOLMES moved that the House go into 
Committee of the Whole on the fortification bill. 

The SPEAEER said all these motions to go into 
Committee of the Whole, for the purpose of taking 
up specific bilis, were out of order, as it would be 
for the committee itself to determine what bill it 
would take up. ; 

The House then agreed to resolve ilse'f into: 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr, Briggs of Massachusetts in the chair.) 

Mr. ARNOLD renewed his motion to take up 
the bill to reduce the pay of members of Congress 
and other Government officers. : 

Mr. HOLMES iaoved to take up the fortifica 
tion bill. f 

Mr. TILLINGHAST moved to take up the bill 
in relation to the resalts of the exploring expedi» 
tion. 

Mr. HALSTED moved to take up the bill to 
reguiate the taking of testimony in cases of con- 
tested elections. 

Messrs. T. W. CAMPBELL and COWEN: 
moved to take up bills whose titles were not 
heard. ; 

Mr. McKENNON moved to take up the bill 
making appropriations for certain acts of marine 
hospitais on the Western waters. 

Mr. CALHOUN moved to take up the bill to 
amend and consolidate the several acis concerning: 
navy pensions. : 

Mr. ADAMS moved to take up the bil! to pro- 
vide for the satisfaction of claims for French spo- 
Hations prior to 1800. ; 

Mr. GAMBLE moved to take up the bill to 
provide for the payment of the Georgia militia for 
certain services. , KET 

Mr. D. H. LEWIS made a like motion in re- 
lation to the Alabama militia. ; 

Mr. ROOSEVELT moved to take up the bill 
reported from the Judiciary Committee, to remove 
doubts respecting the construction of the revenue 


this in the contemplation of the Constiution? It 
was the intention of that holy instrument that this 
part of ‘the Government should come pure and 
_wnalloyed from the people themselves, without any 
control from any quarter. He admitted that this 
might be attended, in the outset of a Congress, 
with some inconvenience, and possibly some 
trouble; but they were in all this responsible to 
the people, and to the .people alone. ‘They were 
not going to ask a Clerk who had, and who had 
not, a right to take a seat on that floor; they would 
submit to no executive or other buman tribunal; 
but held themselves responsible alone to the people 
and to God. 

The committee were attempting too much, They 
were trying to do what our fathers were never able 
todo—to geta free popular assembly to be like 
some clock, or other machine, that would go of 
itself, with a mechanical regularity. It could not 
be done; and if it could, the vital informing soul 
of a free Government would have been destroyed. 
Be the difficulty of organization what it might, he 
wanted not to see it obviated by force of law; when 
that was done, thé first principle of representative 
government was stricken down and destroyed. 
Such a thing never had been attempted in the Brit- 
ish House of Commons. Something, in these 
cases, was to be taken for granted. It was not to 
be presumed that gentlemen would come here like 
thieves and robbers, to seize on seats in this hall 
Without color of right. If they did, the appeal 
‘Would lie to the people, and nowhere else, 

Mr. B. had seen this question tried. He had 
seen the attempt made to make the Executive a 
judge, and it had faiied; and none who had been 
present and witnessed that failure, would ever at- 
tempt that project again. He had seen the Execu- 
tive hand thrust-inio the Representatives’ hall of 
his own State, (Pennsylvania,) to point out who 
should take a seat there; and he had seen that hand 
mutilated, and the man himself prostrated in the 
dust. He hoped never to sce that thing attempted 
again. Men who claimed ander such credentials, 
derived from such an authority, and who attempted 
to organize themselves into a House on the strength 
of them, had been driven by an indignant people 
from the seats they usurped, from the hall into 
which they intraded, and finally from the possession 
of power. 


He wanted the people’s Representatives to meet 
under their sole responsibility to the people. No 
clerk should interfere with iron hand to put this 
man in, and that man out. Mr. B. insisted on judg- 
ing for himself who were to be his associates, and 
having them judge in regard tohim. Let our in- 
stitutions be preserved in their freedom. They had 
proved themselves able to sustain the shock, and 
that very fact ought to prevent all attempt at inter- 
ference. 

He had been here at the time alluded to, (1839;) 
he had seen it all; he had witnessed the confusion, 
and he had gloried in it. It spoke well for the 
strength and perpetuity of our Government. He 
regretted the cause, but he gloried in the result; it 
showed that our institutions were able to resist 
anything and everything that threatened them, and 
that they had that vis conservatriz—that inherent 
spirit of life and strength and self-preservation— 
that enabled them to bring order out of confusion, 
and to gather strength and solidity from every as- 
sault. Might their free spirit long, long survive, 
and every attempt to enchain it sigually fail! 

Mr. LINN, after a cursory review of the provi- 
sions of the bill, and especially of the two sections 
which were so strenuously opposed, said that to 
him the objection of the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania [Mr. Brown] seemed strange indeed. The 
gentleman referred, in corroboration, to the British 
Parliament. Now Mr. L. would undertake to say 
that no man ever took his seat in the House of 
Commons that did not first exhibit credentials of 
his election; and that was all that was required by 
this bill. It proposed to avoid the difficulty which 
had been experienced in the organization of this 
House in two ‘ways: either by a general official 
certificate of the results of the election in each 
State, or by the exhibition of due credentials by 
the individuals. claiming a seat. It proposed no 
control over elections—ne interference with their 
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entire freedom—no prescription with the form of 


‘returns; all it asked was that such a return or cer- 


tificate, or commission—eall it what you would, 
putitin what form you please—as the laws of 
each State required, should be placed in possession 
of the Clerk, from which a prima facie list of mem- 
bers should be made out. 

He could see no force in the objection urged by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Brown. ] 
There was no interference with that provision of the 
Constitution which declared that each House 
should be the judge of the election and retnrns of 
itsown members. This bill only provided a mode 
of prima facie judgment, with a view to organiza- 
lion, and then, in case of alleged fraud, the House 
must give final judgment between the claimants. 
How was the House constituted, as things Row 
stood? The Clerk received returns from Govern- 
ors, or other authorities of the States, or from mem- 
bers themselves, and made up such a list as he was 
able. The bill gave an official form to the evi- 
dence on which he proceeded. So far from inter- 
fering with the rights of the States as to electing 
and certifying as best pleased themselves, it con- 
firmed those rights. It established State rights, 
not destroyed them. It took away from the Clerk 
the power of making a House, not conferred it. If 
the first two sections should be stricken out, all 
that was most valuable in the bill would be lost. 
It would leave the House subject to be turned, as 
it had lately been, into a perfeet bear-garden. 

The question now came up on the first amend- 
ment to the bill, viz: on striking out the word 
“forthwith,” in the first section, which was agreed to. 

Mr. HABERSHAM observed that the question 
was a very important one, and the House but thin, 
and taken rather by surprise; he would therefore 
make a motion that the committee rise. 

{Loud remonsirances were heard; and requests 
to withdraw or change the form of the motion. ] 

Mr. H. consented to withdraw the motion. 
Whereupon— 

Mr. ARNOLD moved that this. bill be laid 
aside, and that the committee take up the bill to re- 
duce pay and mileage. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL addressed some re- 
marks, apparently to Mr. Hatstep, which could 
not be heard by the reporter. He was understood 
as saying something about his entertaining great 
doubts as to the constitutionality of the bill. He 
concluded by asking Mr. Haustep in what sense 
he understood the word “House,” in the clause 
which made each House the judge of the elections 
and returns of its own members. 

Mr. HALSTED replied that there were differ- 
ent construciions put upon the word ; his own con- 
straction always had been, that those who met at 
the opening of a session were nota “House” till 
they were regularly organized ; but a majority of 
the House, in the case of the New Jersey election, 
had decided otherwise. The purpose of this bill 
was to declare what a Hovse was, and when and 
how it should be organized, according to law, and 
not according to the will of any individual. The 
difficulty which had occurred in the New Jersey 
case would occur again, and was liable always to 
occur so long as the present mode of proceeding 
was allowed to continue, and the Clerk was suf- 
fered to call the members from a list made in his 
own way and on his own evidence. It placed the 
rights of the members, and the rights of their con- 
stituents, all in the power of one man; and he 
bound by no oath, and guided by no rule, but his 
own discretion. The bill didnot give—it restrain- 
ed this arbitrary power, and placed it under rule of 
law. 

Genilemen had spoken of the bill as if it created 
or conferred some new power; but what could be 
greater than the power now in the hands of the 
Clerk of a former Congress, by his mere ipse dixit 
to form a House of Representatives, and make 
both a Speaker and a Clerk? This unauthorized 
power, which might change, and which on a late 
oceasion did change, the whole political aspect of 
the House, this bill limited and restrained. Its 
‘operation was not to violate the will of the people, 
but to carry that will into effect. The bill declared 
how that will should be manifested; it proposed an 
orderly, quiet mode of organizing a House till 
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questions of-contested. election could be regularly 
brought to a decision, : 

But what was the idea of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania? [Mr. Brown.] He was for allow- 
ing two members to come, claiming to have been 
elected in the third district of Philadelphia, and 
both take their seats, and both vote for Speaker; 
and if two might, twenty might; and if from one 
district, then from all. This bill would prevent so 
monstrous a proceeding. The gentleman’s notion 
seemed to be that adverse claimants were to come 
into that hall, and each party call upon their own 
friends to sustain them—and this to continue till the 
passions of men became exasperated; their obstinacy 
roused; and thus, delays of weeks intervene, while 
the public business was set aside, and the ccuntry 
kindled into a flame. All this had happened; and, 
but for a magnanimous forbearance worthy of all 
praise, members would have come to blows on that 
floor; and if one blow had been given, blood would 
instantly have flowed, and a convulsion occasioned 
in the country which would never have ceased till 
our Constitution was prostrated, and this proud pile 
reduced to a smoking ruin. He could not see on 
what ground gentlemen objected to so reasonable 
a measure asthe bill proposed. It did not under- 
take finally to settle the right to any seat; it left 
that just where the Constitution left it—to the 
House, after it was organized and sworn, and be- 
came a body capable of united action. 

it provided not that every man should come 
who claimed a seat, and vote, without oath, on the 
credentials of others, and for Speaker and Clerk; 
bnt that some one person (if gentlemen did not 
like the Clerk, let them appoint a member) should 
be authorized to form a list of mea having a prima — 
facie title to seats, and who should act under oath. 
It was vain to say that men would not come there 
without some evidence of their authority: they had 
done so, and they might do so again. Was it wise 
to leave the matter under such a contingency? 
Who could say how far a bold and reckless ambi- 
tion would carry men? Men differed widely on 
political subjects, whether of constitutionality or of 
expediency. Who could take a calm, judicious, 
unbiassed view of things where his own interest or 
ambition was deeply involved? The bill aimed to 
prevent contest, and violence, and bloodshed: all it 
said to the claimant of a seat was, “‘stand back for 
a moment, till your claim can be heard and adjudi- 
cated upon.” Was this too much? — 


If the bill was not perfect, (andhe was far from 
saying that it was—perfection did not belong to the 
work of human hands,) let gentlemen, instead of at 
once destroying, endeavor to amend it. Mr. H. 
had himself some amendments which he proposed - 
to offer at a proper time: his main object had been 
one which all who were the friends of peace and 
order could not but approve. 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN. The gentleman had 
referred to a time when this House remained three 
weeks without organization. Yes, so it did: and 
why? It only showed that the House took the re- 
quisite time to consider and to settle well the ques- 
tion, who were its members and who were not; but 
the gentleman wanted that momentous question to 
be decided ina moment. This House had taken 
three weeks to settle it; and was not this better than 
leaving one man to decide it on the first day of 
their meeting? i i 

The gentleman was very apprehensive that per- 
sons not authorized would makea Speaker, and 
thus appoint the committees of the House, and give 
it its party complexion. But how easily might this 
same thing be done on his own plan, by collusion 
between a party Governor and the Clerk of the 
House? This had been attempted in Pennsylva- 
nia by a Secretary of State, and a minority of the 
returning officers of Philadelphia county. False 
retarns were made at midnight, and despatched be- 
fore the morrow’s dawn to the seatof Government. 
When the regular and authentic returns came, the 
door was closed against them, and they would not 
be received by the Secretary, nor submitted by him 
to the House for its action. But upon the false re» 
turns was attempted an organization, which, if it - 
had succeeded, would have completely overturned 
the Government of the State, and drenched its fair 
fields in blood. Thus, here might a Governor of 
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a State, or.a retarning cfficer, by collusion with. a 


clerk, fill these seats with those who were not elect- 
ed by the people to fl them, But, says the gen- 
temas from New Jersey, [Mr. Hatsrap,] it is 
only to organize the Fisuse. When this is done, 
the whole dispuie can be examined into and prop- 
erly setiled. But does he not know that, by this 
orgsaization, a Speaker may be made, and a com- 
mittee appointed, by ih very vates of these fraud- 
uleatly introdvced members; and that these fraud- 
ulently introduced members will have a vote upon 
their colleagses in iniqauy? The thing was not 
new—it had been atiempted in his ewn State, and 
might be here. 

Mr. B. had himself gone there with certificates 
showing a majority of 800 voters, but he was not 
allowed to lay it upon the Clerk’s desk. No, he 
was not allowed 'o lay the commission which the 
people gave him upon the table of this Clerk; al- 


though, when the case was examined by a com- | 


mittee, it was found, after every deduction, that he 
had aclear majority of 700. This was not the 
way of removing the difficulty. The very fact 
that the House had been three weeks in organizing, 
and that under such a state of excitement, within 
and without the House,’ as almost led to open 
bloodshed, was in itself an argument more potent 
than any of all others in favor of leaving the ques- 
tion to be settled there, on that floor, inthe face of 
God and of the American people, and subject to 
their judgment alone; and not of settling it by mid- 
night cabals and by the instrumeniality of a Clerk 
wholly irresponsible. Mr. B., with much vehe- 
mence, protested against all these attempts at the 
simplification of our institutions—these unhallowed 
efforts to break down the bulwatks which bad been 


the safeguard of both British and American liberty. | 


By this simplification of the machinery of free 
government, a great State of this Confederacy had 


been shaken to its very centre, and made to reel | 


and totter under the blow. Had that been at- 
tempted here, these magnificent halls might have 
been dyed wit American blood, and the fair fisids 
of our free and happy country desolated by the 
torch of civil discord. No; this American people 
never would submit to have a petty Clerk, respon- 
sible to nobody, the mere puppet and tool of party 
leaders, sitting here in judgment on mon whom 
they had frecly chosen as their Representatives, 
and denying them their standing on that fluor—no, 
not fora moment. 


The gentleman never could have seen how much 
the peace and good government of this country de- 


pended on the sacredness of its election power, or j 


he never would have brought herca bill like that. 
‘When that House of Representatives ceased to be 
the breath of the nostrils of the people, fresh and 
pure, gentlemen might rely on it the people would 
take the regulation of the matter into their own 
hands. This popular representative body con- 
trolled by law! Never, never. They never would 
sufferit. That House was the creature of the Con- 
stitution, not of law. This bill would put it un- 
der law, and thus suffer the Executive and the 
Senate to say how that House should be organ- 
ized. The Constitution expressly forbade any such 
interference; it said that the House itself, and the 
House alone, should be the judge of that whole 
matter. Whe mest odious, the most revolting iy- 
ranny that history recorded, had been perpetrated 
under color of law. He wasatraid of the very be- 
ginnings of such an attempt. He hoped, he trust- 
ed, the House would rather submit to some little 
inconveniences than submit to the control of a 
hair’s weight in 4 matter so vilal tofreedom. Bet- 
ter to bear the ills we have, than rush to others that 
we know not of. He had been in fear of this; morein 
fear of it, than of that temporary confusion whieh 
the gentleman seemed so much to dread. The 
gentlemaa had,in his own case, submitied cheer- 
fully to the judgment of the House, which ruled 
him out. Batif it had been the Clerk, and not 
the House, who cid it, by refusing to put down his 
name upon bis arbitrary list—f the gentleman had 
had the spirit of one cf the citizens of his State, 
(New Jersey,) he would, with his knife, have zail- 
ed his credentials to the desk. If it had been Mr. 
Bs case, he would have nailed not merely the cer- 
tifisate to that table, but the hand with it, which 
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“had struck his name from. the record of the peo- 
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ple’s Representatives. When we submitted to tyr- 
anny, we deserved tobe slaves. | 

The gentleman forgot the stirring appeal he 
made to the people of his own Siate against. the 
conduct of a Clerk of this House in that very New 
Jersey election. But, under his new bill, should 
the Clerk refuse his name, to whom could he ap- 
peal? The gentleman urged that the Clerk would 
be acting uader sanction of law. Yes, and what 
security had he that this officer would always be 
too pure to be approached by corruption? What 
pledge had he that, if the first returas sent bim did 
not sait bis tas’e, he would not make another 
House that pleased him better? 

The discussion was continued by Mr. UNDER 
WOOD, who replied to the remarks of Mr. Bacws, 
commenting upon the beautiful spectacle which 
would be exbibited here if the ideas of ibat gentle- 
man were tobe carried out. The object of the bill 
was precisely to avert such scenes as those which 
the gentleman had described. 

And Mr. U. indicated his intention to offer an 
amendment to the second section. when in order. 

Mr. BOWNE moved the committee rise; which 
motion prevailing, the commitee rose. 

And the House adjourned. 
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IN SENATE. 
Fraipay, August 5, 1842. 


On motion of Mr. BAGBY, leave was granted 
to withdraw from the files the petition and papers 
of William Barelay ard others. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE, from the Committee on 
Claims, to which had been referred the petition of 
Margaret Blannerhasset, praying indemnity for 
damages done the property of her husband, by the 
authorities of the Uaited States, at the time of his 
arrest for his supposed connexion with Aaron 
Barr, reported that the committee had instructed 
him to ask their discharge from its further consider- 
ation. Whis motion was accompani«d by a report, 
which was ordered to be printed. (Mrs. Blanner- 
hasset died since the application was made.] 

Mr. BATES, from the Committee on Pensions, 
reported adversely to the passage of the House 
biils granting a pension to Catharme Allen, widow 
of Henry Allen, and for the relief of Jared Gossage. 

Mr. BATES aiso reported oack, with an amend- 
meni, House bill entitled “An act granting a pen- 
sion 10 Amazian Goodwin.” 

On metion of Mr. BATES, (the previous orders 
having been postponed for the purposr,) the fol- 
lowing joint rescintion was taken up, explained by 
Mr. B., and passed, viz: : 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of Anierica in Congress assembled, That 
tic benefits of the act entitied “An act granting hati-pay and 
pensions to certain widows,” approved the 7th dey of July, 
1833, shail not be withheld from any widow whose husband 
died after the passage of the act of 7th June, 1832, and before 
the act of the Fra Jury, 1833, if otherwise entitled to the same. 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported back, without amendment, the 
following bills; which were taken up in committee, 
considered, reported to the Senate, read the third 
time, and passed, viz: 

An act in relation to the district court of the 
northern district of New York; and 

An act reguisting the services of the several 
judges of the Perritory of Iowa. 

Mr. CRAFTS, from the Committee on Printing, 
to which had been referred the question of printing 
a report from tae Engineer department of the sur- 
vey of the straits of Detroit, reported in favor of 
priatiag the report, except the caart of the straits 
accompanying. 

Messrs. WOODBRIDGE, PORTER, and 
YOUNG, made some remarks in favor of printing 
the chart accompanying; and Mr. GRAPES dee 
fended the conclusion of the commitice, that it 
was useless to print the chart. 

The question was then taken en concurring in 
ihe report of ihe commiitee; and it was non-con- 
curred in—ayes 17, noes 18. 

Mr. KING suggested that the Senate having 
non-coneurred in the report of the committee, com- 
pletely reversed its conclusion, by passing in favor 
of printing the chart, and adversely to printing the 
report which the chart accompanied, The proper 


motion would be to moveto amend the report of.- 
the committee, by including the chart in the mo», 
tion to print. Mr. K. then made some remaiks 
against the printing of the chart, which he said 
would cost some $300 er $400, without - proving 
of any benefit to the country. ; 

The CHAIR said he misunderstood the report of - 
the commitice. ‘The question was erroneously 


ut. 
P Mr. WOODBRIDGE moved to amend the re- 
port of the committee, by including the chart. 

Mr. McROBERTS moved to lay the whole sub- 
ject on the table, aud on that motion demanded the 
yeas and nays, which were ordered; and the ques- 
tion being ‘put, it was decided in the negative— 
yeas 17, nays 28. 

The question then recurred on the motion of 
Mr. Woopsaines; when 

Messrs. KING, SEVIER, and CALHOUN op- 
posed the printing of the chart, and Messrs. ALe 
LEN, WOODBRIDGE, PORTER, and TALL- 
MADGE advocated it; arguing that the expense 
incurred for the survey, amounting to some $3,000 
or $4,000, will have been uselessly expended, if 
the chart be not printed. 

‘Phe question was then taken, and the report 
was amended by including the chart. The report 
was then concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. CRITTENDEN, leave was 
granted to withdraw from the files the petition of 
the heirs of John Hopkins for commutation pay. 


THE BILL FOR THE ORGANIZATION OF 
THE ARMY. 

Mr. PRESTON, from the Committee on Milita- 
ry Affairs, to which bad. been referred the bill (as 
returned from the House, with numerous ameng- 
ments) respecting the organization of the army, 
ard for other purposes, reported the same back, with 
a recommendation that the Senate disagree to alk 
the amendments of the House, and ask for a com- 
mittee of conferense. Mr. P. said the object of 
the committee was paruy this: ‘faere was a disa- 
greement between the two Houses on the bill ma- 
king appropriation for the supnort of the army and 
the military academy at West Point. This bill was 
designed for the purpose cf compromising these - 
differeeces on the army appropriation bill; which 
it seemed had failed to satisty the House. Thusi 
was that the Senate had askea and appointed 
committee of conference on it. The purpose of 
the committee, ineasking a conference on this bill, 
was, that, one bill being dependent on the other, 
both should come beioze a copfereace at the 
same ume. . 

Tne question was thea pul on disagreeing to the 
amendments cf the House to the bil! respecting the 
organization of the army, and carried in the af- 
fArmative. 

On motion of Mr. PRESTON, a committee of 
conference was then appuinted by the Chair, con- 
sisting of the same Senacors as constituted the com- 
mittee on the army appropriation bill, viz. Messrs. 
Prestoni Benton, and Evans. 

“The bet in addition to the aet to promote the 
progressiof the useful arts, was read the third time 


and hasged. y 
4 THE TARIFF BILL. 

On mgtion of Mr. EVANS, the revenue bill was 
taken wbgand read a third time. The question be- 
ing, “Shall this bill pass?” 

Mr. CALHOUN rose, and said thai the tariff 
bill of 1828 was justiy called a bill of abomina- 
tions. But, bad as it was, this is infinitely worse. 
The average of duties by this bill on the necessa- 
ries of lite will be 10 per cent. greater than was 
the average of the tariff bill of 1828. ‘There were 
other differences, He might point to the harshness 
of this bill; its more immediate operation~going 


| into effect cn its passage, instead of giving three 


months, as the Jaw of 1828 did. He might also 
point to the inequelny of duties, and their injurious 
operation. There were two other important con- 
siderations: the setting aside of the compromise 
act, and the violation of the solemn pledge given 
in the distribution act—that if duties exceed 20 per 
cent., the land fund shall be restored to the treas- 
ury. 

He pointed out the prosperous impulse which 
the industry of the country had received under the 
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reduction of duties, resuiting from the operation of 
the compromise act, notwithstanding the various 
impediments arising from bank expansions and 
contractions, and other counteracting operatioas. 
This bill was a return, in the face of all these evi- 
dences of the advantages of comparatively free 
trade—of the iniquity of the prohibitory system— 
to the protective system ; and that, too, in the most 
odious form. 

He pointed out what might easily have been the 
relief to the treasury from the land fund—what 
might have been the relief from retrenchment of 
expenditures—-had not the policy and determina- 
tion of the party now in power been to increase 
expenditures, and thereby to create a necessity for 
passing this bill for protection, and to create a 
debt which will require a national bank to man- 
age it. 

He pointed out the difference between a revenue 
tariff and. a protective tarif. Revenue is friendly 
to importation; protection is hostile to it. He 
showed how glaring were the fallacies cf all argu- 
ments in favor of duties for protection—how ab- 
surd as a source of revenue. 

In laying duties, there are two points which will 
give the same amount of revenue—a maximum 
point for revenue, and a minimum point for rev- 
enue. Ifthe maximum is transcended, importa- 
tions are diminished and revenue diminished. If 
the minimum is reduced, the reverse takes place. 
Every increase of duty above the maximum for 
revenue, isa tax exclusively for protection, and, 
consequently, antagonist to revenue. 


The complaint of the manufacturers is, that 
prices are too low. To raise prices, they ask for 
monopolies. They might as well ask for leave to 
plunder. What right has Congress to give them 
this aid—this charity—this right to levy a bounty 
for themselves, at the expense of the consumer? 
Is this right found in the Constitution? But, if 
such a thing could constitutionally be done, is not 
Congress bound first to inquire whether what the 
claimants of protection state is true or noi? Has it 

. been ascertained that prices are too low to sustain 


<. „manufacturers, or that the protection demanded is 


at all necessary? Instead of making these in- 
quiries, the manufacturers have been asked how 
much duties they wish for; and nota question has 
been asked on the other side: thus allowing Gov- 
ernment to be made the instrument in the bands of 
one branch of the community, for transferring 
money into its pockets from the pockets of the 
other branches of the cemmunity. Such propositions 
have ever had their advocates and their arguments, 
as they now have. ` 

The real competition is, not with foreigners, but 
with our own community; it is between one branch 
of home industry and another. Cut off exports, 
and there will be no imports; neither would there 
be foreign competition nor home competition. It 
is asked that all the exchange which brings in im- 
ports shall be taxed for the protection of manufac- 
turers, The exports from the soil of this country 
cannot bè estimated at less than 100 millions of 
doliars—proceeding from the labor and cultivation 
of the soil, going abroad, and reproducing itself in 
imports. Here is a branch of industry, ten to one 
greater than that from manufactures. But protec- 
tion is hostile to imports, and consequently to ex- 
ports: then it is hostile to the industry of the ten, 
and fallaciously and fatally friendly to the one. 
He was not hostile to manufacturers. He was no 
enemy—he was an enlightened friend, unwilling to 
see a course pursued, which musi reflect back in- 
juriously oa the manufacturer. 

He proved that the effects of protection were to 
yun through in four years, and then prove sucha 
fallacy as to cause a fresh cry for increased protec- 
tion; and that the end of the necessity for stimu- 
‘Jants could no more be reached than the end of the 


drunkard’s thirst for brandy. It is in vain for him | 


to promise that this bottle shall be the last. When 


he drinks it, he is more clamorous than before for 
another last bottle; and so on, till he destroys him- 
self. : 
Mr. C. entered into many details to show the 
fallacy of protection. But arguing on the mass of 
productions, and the effect of this bill on agricul- 
tural industry, was not so easily understood as 
taking a single item, and showing the effect on it, 
He would, therefore, select cotton as an illustration. 

This bill, by prohibiting, to a certain extent, 
imports, diminishes exports; the cotton-grower’s 
production must be diminished, to meet his dimin- 
ished demand for exportation. Ashe diminishes 
production, he must economiz:. To effect this, 
he must restrict and lessen his expenditures out- 
side of his plantation. He must raise his own 
necessaries cf life, and spend less upon the pro- 
ductions of manufactures. Thus the great law of 
retributive justice comes down upon the heads of 
the manufacturers, who are the cause of all this 
cramping of home indusuy from mistaken and self- 
ish views. There will be no part of the community 
so disappointed as the manufacturers themselves. 
They will destroy their own market. Part of it will 
be irretrievably destroyed. This he further illus- 
trated, by pointing out the effects of such a policy 
in withering up the growing consumption for the 
great staple of the country, resulting from the for- 
eign demand. 

He showed that other great agricultural interests 
would suffer alike—such as the tobacgo interest, 
the navigating interest, and the sugar and grain- 
growing interests. ; 

He would say to the opposite gentlemen—Encour- 
age the foreign commerce of the country; leave the 
home commerce to itself, and it will flourish more 
successfully without any stimulants, than it ever 
can by protective duties. It is only the country 
which can export in competition with all the world, 
that can outstrip other nations in prosperity. Was 
not the struggle of every other enlightened nation to 
throw cff those fetters which are now to be rivetted 
on the producing interests of this country by this 
bili? 

You must encourage a sound currency and low 
taxes; you must encourage your foreign commerce. 
Young as you are as a nation, you are full grown 
in your manufactures. You must have a foreign 
market for the products of your soil, or you cannot 
give sustenance to your manufactures. 

Mr. C. illustrated this in a novel and striking 
manner. 

The party in power was a high and influential 
party. Among other things in its system of policy, 
a high tariff was pronounced a blessing on the 
country. Acting up to this policy, what cared they 
how extravagant were expenditures, when every ex- 
penditure added to the tariff? What cared they for 
wastefulness, when every waste added to the tariff? 
What cared they for running in debt and borrow- 
ing, when that debt and that borrowing added to 
the tariff? 

Why had he raised his voice on this occasios? 
Not that ke hoped to stop the progress of this bill; 
for he knew that, if the voice of an angel called for 
its arrest, it would not be arrested. But he raised 
his voice for the dissemination of great truths, 
which, he knew, must ultimately prevail. 

Mr. EVANS observed that, if any other gentle- 
man on the opposite side felt disposed to address 
the Senate on the passage of this bill, he would 
cheerfully yield the floor. 

Mr. BENTON followed the Senator from South 
Carolina, [Mr. Catnoun,] and spoke about an hour 
against the bill. A full report of his speech can- 
not be prepared to-day; at present, we can only no- 
tice a few of its leading points. He commenced 
with vindicating the tariff act of 1828 from the 
charge made against it by the Senator from South 
Carolina, that this act prodaced the surplus reve- 
nue which had done so much mischief in the coun- 
try. Mr. B. admitted the mischief; but said that 


the surplus arose from the lands, not the customs; 


and was the result of receiving paper moncy for 
lands, until the specie circular reduced their sales. 
In support of this opinion, he read the following 
table of the receipts from lands and customs, from 
1828 to 1837: 


Years, Customs. ‘Lands. 

1828 $23,205 523 $1,018,308 
1829 22,681,465 1,517,175 
1830 21,922,391 2,329,356 
1831 24,214,441 3,210. 815 
1832 28,465,237 2,623,381 
1833 29.032,508 3,947,622 
1834 16,214,957 4,857,610 
1835 19,391,310 14 757,600 
1836 23,409 940 24 877.179 
1837 11,169,290 6,776 236 


Mr. B. said the act of 1828 had its faults; but 
not that of producing the surplus, which took piace 
after the compromise of 1833, and resulted from 
the lands, as the table showed. He said, also, 
there was an excuse for it with those who were dee 
termined upon the payment of the public debt, 
then amounting to 70 millions, and was paid off in 
1835. Mr. B. said that payment of the debt was 
a great object with many of those who voted for 
the act of 1828—not for the mere name of it, but 
for the substantial advantage of reducing duties 
when it was paid. This reduction General Jack- 
son proposed to make, and to make it upon the 
principle of discriminating between luxuries and 
necessaries, and giving incidental protection to 
home industry. He was for incidental protection, 
resulting from a fair revenue duty; and read an . 
extract from the address of the Republican conven- 
tion in Virginia, in March, 1839, as containing 
what he believed to be the old principles of the 
Democratic party, found in the act of 1789, and in 
subsequent revenue acts: , 

“Nor is the tariff question finally adjusted; for it must be rec- 
ollected that the compromise act expires in 1842; and before that 
period arrives, its provisions must be revised and resettled. It 
may happen, ifa wise policy prevails, that our manufacturing 
brethren of the North and. West will be content with such inei- 
dental protection as will be afforded by duties laid to supply 
the constitutional wants ofthe Government. But it is impossible 
to foresee what direction may be given to that subject by wily 
politicians, and the importunate demands of interested petition» 
ers,” 

Mr. B. took up the concluding words of this 
extract, and said, what the able men who signed it 
could not foresee, was now revealed to us. The 
wily politicians and the interested petitioners had 
produced the monstrous bill before them, and the 
monstrous manner in which it was passed. This 
called from Mr. B. asevere examination of the 
bill, with a contrast between the promises and 
performances of the gentlemen who had got pos- 
session of the Government. He displayed the 
character of the bill, being for protection direct, 
and not for revenue; and also for being political, in 
producing a certain effect upon the President. He 
classed its series under three heads—intrinsic 
iniquities—conjunction with the Jands—-and the 
mode of its passage. He explored each of these 
heads, and on the latter was vehement and emphatic 
in denouncing it as passed out of doors, and no 
amendment allowed in the Senate, or chance given 
for it to get back to the House, that they might 
correct what they found to be wrong. He treated 
it as a violation of the Constitution to pass laws in 
this way—out of doors; and declared that he and 
his friends had never controlled any one’s vole in 
caucus. He said they met in caueus; but it was 
to decide upon the conduct of business, and not to 
govern any Senator’s vote. He said ten States on 
this foor had been deprived of their legislative 
authority in making this tax bill of 54 pages; and 
that, by a vote out of doors—the vole which de- 
cided that no amendment should be made to the 
bill, and even that the eighteen amendments pro- 
posed by the Committee on Finance should be 
rejected by the votes of the committee themselves! 

Mr. B. said that the design in preventing amend- 
ments must be for one of two purposes: either to 
gend the bill to the President as it was, to produce 
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some political effect from bis aetion upon it; or to 
prevent the House of Representatives from retouch- 
‘ing or amending their own work. In either event, 
he ireatsd the conduct of the majority as factious 
and unconstitutional. But.we have not space nor 


_ time for farther notice.of his speech in this running . 


report. He conciuded by saying. that, after this 
bill was passed, (if it did pass,) the United States 
would sit for the picture of taxation, which bad 
been drawn in the Edinburgh Review some years 
ago. Mr. B, read the extract, as follows; stating 
that we had one thing to add, which was not found 
in the English piciure—and that was salt. Salt 
was free in England! it was heavily and unequally 
taxed here. In all the rest, the pictures were pretty 
much alike. He showed an English paper contain- 
ing Sir Robert Peel’s late tariff, and said that our 
bill was longer than his, and had a drag net section 
at the end of it, to catch all that was forgotten, and 
put 20 per cent, uponit, The following was the 
extract: 


“Taxes upon every article which enters into the mouth, or 
covers the back, or iaplaced under the foot. Taxesuponevery 
thing which it is pleasant to see, hear, feel, smell, or taste. Faxes 
upon warmth, Hight, and locomotion. Taxes on every thing 
on earth, and the waters under the earth: on every thing that 
comes from abroad, or is grown at home. Taxes on the raw 
material; taxeson every fresh value that 1s added to it by the 

‘industry of wan, Taxes on the sauce which pampers a man’s 
appetite, and the drug that restores him to health: on the ermine 
which decorates the judge, and the rope which hangs the 
criminal: onthe brass nails of the coffin, and the ribands of 
the bride. Athed or boar’, levant or co uchant, we must pay. 
‘the school-boy whips his taxed top the beardless youth 
manages his taxed horse, with a taxed bridle, on a taxed road. 
‘The dying Englishman pours his medicine, which has paid 7 

pa centum, into a spoon that hag paid 15 per centum; flings 
imself back upon his chintz bed which has paid 22 per cen: 
tum; makes his will on an £8stamp, and expires in the arms 
of an apothecary who has paid a license of £100 for the privi- 
lege of putting him to death. His whole property isthen imme- 
diately taxed from 2 to 10 per centum, Besides the probate, 
large fees are demanded for burying him in the chancel; his 
virtues are handed down to posterity on taxed marble; and he 
is then gathered to his fathers, to be taxed no more,” 


Mr. WALKER moved a resolution, to the effect 
that the bill be recommitted to the Committee 
on Finance, with instructions to strike out the 
clause imposing a duty on teaand coffee, and to in- 
sert a clause imposing a tax for revenue upon all 
gold and silver ware exceeding in value $100; pro- 
vided the amount received from such tax do not 
exceed the amount which it is estimated would be 
collected from the duty on tea and coffee. 


Mr. Waixer would say but a single word upon 
the subject. The objection made to the bill by its 
opponents, and even by some of its friends, was— 
that the amount proposed to be raised by il was too 
Jarge. The object which his amendment had in 
view was not tu increase the amount of taxes to be 
levied, but merely to substitute one description of 
tax for «nother, with a view to revenue, and not to 
prohibition, It was estimated that the tax on tea 
and coffee would produce a revenue of about two 
millions and a quarter of dollars. Now, it would 
require a very light revenue tax indeed upon cer- 
tain articles of luxury, to make up this amount. 
His motion was intended to substitute a tax upon 
Juxury, in place of a tax upon industry—to com- 
pel the wealthy and the ostentations to pay a tax 
upon their gold and silver ware, in place of ma- 
king the laborer pay a tax upon the tea and coffee 
that he drinks, and which is a part of his ordinary 
sustenance. 

Gentlemen must choose between the two, as it 
was imperative upon them to provide the means of 
raising this amount of revenue, By his proposition, 
the la lies would still have their silver table and tea 
Spoons exempt from taxes, as it was intended to ap- 
ply cnly to those who used upwards of $100 worth 
of sitver ware; but it would not exempt the gold. 
And he hoped that those gentlemen on the other 
side—some of whom, or of whose party, at least, 
had so violently denounced a former Chief Magis- 

trate of this Union for the use of gold spoons, 
(though, ia reality, the spoons he used were only 
gilt,)—-wowid not now object to a tax being put upon 
gold ware. When the question was between tax- 
ing such luxuries, (for the use of such expensive 
arti¢les could be considered nothing else,) and taxing 
the sweat of the poor man’s brow, he hoped there 
would be no hesitation. He had examined various 
tables and statisties upon the subject of the precious 
metals, and he found that the whole amount ex- 
tant in the world was, as nearly as could be as- 
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certained, $6,200,000 000; and that, of thatamount, 
about two-thirds (or $4,620,000,000) were circula- 
ted in the shape of coin; the remaining $1,580,- 
000,000 being manufactured into various articles 
of utility and of ornament. ` Taking the same. ra- 
tio, then, to exist in the. United States, for the 
$80,000,000 of gold.and silver coin, there would be 
upwards of $23,000,000 cf gold and silver ware, 
though he was inclined to believe the amount of the 
latter would be considerably less in this country; 
because the habi's of the American people were not 
so luxurious as those of the nations of Europe, 
whose subjects were starving for bread—where, at 
an entertainment given by a single potentate, the 
gold and silver plate employed was stated to have 
been worh a million anda half of dollars. He had 
understood, however, that the value of the precious 
metals used in this way, by one of the dignitaries 
of the monster Bank, was equalito $30,000. Ad- 
mitting, then, the proportion was, in this country, 
about one-sixth of the amount of the coin; and the 
tax from this source alone would produce a rev- 
enue equal to that derivable from the duty on tea 
and coffee. He intended that the tables and statis- 
tics he had adverted to should reach every man in 
the country. Aud he intended to pursue the sub- 
ject here, and ascertain whether gentlemen were in 
favor of taxing the necessaries of life, in prefer- 
ence to substiluting for them a tax upon these arti- 
cles of mere luxury. There were various mcdes 
of reducing the quantity of coin in circulation, 
avd, as a necessary consequence, reducing the 
price of labor in any country. One was, by sub- 
stituting depreciated and depreciating bank paper; 
and another, by melting it up and converting it 
into articles of household use. He would detain 
the Senate no longer on the subject; the details he 
had left entirely to the committee. 


He demanded the yeas and nays on the motion, 
which were ordered; and the question being pur, 
it was decided in the negative—yeas 13, nays 26, 
as follows: . 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cuthbert, Ful- 
ton, King, Linn, McRoberts, Sturgeon, Walker, Williams, 
Woodbury, and Young—13, 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 


Choate, Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, 
Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Phelps, Preston, 


Rives, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, White , 


and Woodbridge—26. 

The question recurring on the passage of the bill, 
Mr. BUCHANAN demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 


Mr. EVANS then rose and addressed the Senate. 
He had hoped that this bill would have been suf- 
fered to preceed, without adverting to the past con- 
troversies of parties. He, himself, had abstained 
from such allusions, and would continue te do so. 
He should not have risen now, had it not been ne- 
cessary for him, in the briefest possible manner, to 
answer a few remarks made by the Senators from 
South Carolina [Mr. Carnoun] and Missouri [Mr. 
Benron.] They had asked where were those re- 
trenchments and reductions which had been prom- 
ised by the party now in power, when it was in the 
pursuitof power? He(Mr. E.) would haveexpected 
that they would at least wait till the books for one 
year had been made up. When the books shall 
have been made up, he would assure the gentlemen 
that they would find that considerable retrench- 
ments had been made—considerable reductions in 
every department of the Government. The party 
in power had had to pay off arrearages left by 
their predecessors, and to provide for their debts. 
The charges made against the party now in power 
had been repeatedly refuted. But, as one of the 
most popular writers of the present day had said, 
there is nothing so tenacious of life as popular 
errors. Kill them here to-day, and you meet them 
to-morrow, a hundred miles off, as full of life and 
vigor as if they never had been killed. 


Mr. E entered into details of the appropriations 
of the late Administration to be met by this Ad. 
ministration, and also details of the revenue left to 
meet their appropriations, 

Five miilions of treasury notes, and 13 or 14 
millions of revenue, were all that the late Admin- 
istration left to meet their 20 millions of appropria- 
tions and outstanding debt and arrearages; and be- 
canse the party now in power have had to raise 


means to meet these demands on the treasury, they 
are denounced as promoting extravagance, to raise 
tariff for protection. 

The Senator from Missouri talked of this new 
imposition of twenty-seven millions of dollars, It 
is but a revision of the tariff, adding not more than. 
seven millions of dollars to the taxation derived 
from duties on imports. Much is gained by the 
correction of frauds, which the Senator from New 
Hampshire, while Secretary of the Treasury, could 
not induce his Congress io correct. 

All he (Mr. E.) asked, was revenue enough to 
pay the debis left by the late Administration, and 
pay all expenditures for the ordinary purposes of 
the Government. Give him the same revenue, and 
the same capital to expend, which that Adminis- 
tration had had, and he would engage to have sur- 
plus enough to distribute the proceeds of the lands 
for the benefit of the States, without feeling any 
inconvenience. 

He would not enter into crimination or reerimi- 
nation; for he considered such a course out of place 
on an occasion like this. 

When the gentlemen opposite were asked what 
they would propose for the support of the Govern» 
ment, and relief of the treasury from its present 
embarrassmenis, the Senator from Sonth Carolina - 
replied that, when expenditures were brought down 
to the minimum, and the land fund was restored 
to the treasury, he would tell what he would do. 
The Senator from New Hampshire came more to 
the point, and said he would not go higher than 20 
per cent, in duties for revenue; and, if more was 
needed, he would go for direct taxes. That Sena- 
tor thought there was a natural standard of reve- 
nue—part from imports and part from direct taxes 
—something like a proportion of two-thirds of one, 
and one-third of the other. 


The direct taxes of the States are already thirty- 
two millions for State purposes. If one-third of 
the requisite revenue for the General Government 
be added, it will bring the amount up to someining 
like forty millions—leaving but seventeen millions 
to be collected by duties on imports. Here would 
be a system of direct taxation most oppressive in 
its character, and it ought to go to-the people to 
show by whom it is proposed. 

Mr. E. adverted, somewhat in detail, to the ar- 
guments of the Senator from South Carolina, and 
to those of the Senater from Missouri, denying 
that greater prosperity existed now, than did pre- 
vious to the passage of the compromise act. 

He stated that the duties were now lower than 
they ever had been; yet no increase of importations 
had taken place. Instead of increased prosperity, 
everythivg was going down. There is no bank 
now; no high taxes; plenty of money was to be had 
in the large cities, if there wasany business to call 
for it; but it was lying idle. What evidence was 
all this of the blessing of low taxes? During 1833, 
"34, 735, 36, °37 the prices were high, and the 
countty was prosperous; but these were not times 
of low duties. The average of duties was higher 
during those years, than that of the present tariff 
biil; for the reduction under the compromise act 
was very inconsiderable until the last two years. 

He did not see how a nation could be injured by 
having a balance in jis favor between its exports 
and its imports, to be paid in gold end silver. It 
was just as it is between two laborers: when the labor 
of one is counted against the labor of the other, if 
a balance is due to one, it is fair it should be paid 
in specie, that he may have it to meet his debts 
and his taxes. When a balance is received bya 
nation in gold and silver, if it occurs according to 
the natural operations of trade, it must be an ad- 
vantage—or he should read his books of political 
economy again. 

Such tables as*had been quoted showed nothing 
definitely. They only showed the quantity of 
busiress done, but did not show whether that busi- 
hess was done at a loss or gain. 

The Senator from South Carolina had said that 
the amount of the annual exports of the country 
was one hundred millions. But the productions of 
the country were two thousand millions; and out 
of this two thousand millions, one bundred mil- 
lions ouly are exported; leaving nineteen hundred 
millions to be consumed at home. Yet. the whol 
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prosperity of the country is said to be dependent on 
this one hundred millions of exports. The Senator 
imagines that the interests involved inthuse one hun- 
dred millions are ten io one, compared with the 
manufactures. If the Senator calculates all the 
artisans, artists, merchants, farmers, laborers, and 
consumers dependent on the manufacturers, he wil! 
find his estimate of ten to one ought to be re- 
versed. 

The Senator thinks pricesmay be very low, and 
wages very high. Such a thing may be within the 
limits of possibility, but not of probability. He, 
on the contrary, thought if there was a reduction 
of prices, the very first thing to feel the reduction 
was wages. Fie adverted to the distress prevailing 
in England, in proof of this. 

The great test of the prosperity of a country 
was, in his mind, the high price of wages. What 
is to keep up the price of wages but high prices? 
Bat now a new doctrine is broached—that low 
prices and low wages are blessings. It is necessa- 
ry to have these blessings, that our products may 
be exported. What was the use of sending our 
products abroad at low prices? Why send any- 
thing abroad that can be consumed at home on 
more remunerating terms? Why should we sup- 
pose that, while we consume nineteen hundred 
millions of our products at home, we are to go to 
destruction because our exports of one hundred 
millions are not kept up? 

If he read ihe signs of the times aright, he came 
toa different conclusion from that at which the 
Senator has arrived, when he asserts that nations 
are throwing off their trammels on trade. He 
(Mr. E.) believed the reverse; he believed that the 
majority of nations were adopting the protective 
system, and becoming their own manufacturers, 

He read a table of the consumption, per head, 
of British manufactures, by other nations. While | 
other nations, in ihis consumption, range from 
seven to ten cenis per head, the United States cen- | 
sumes, per head, of British manufactures, g4 02. 

The doctrine now is, let England supply herself 
and supply us; and all we are to ask her to take 
is 100 millions of our products, leaving us to con- 
sume 1,900 millions ourselves, 

Gentlemen talk of protection. Who are the pro- 
tectors? Who but the manufacturers? They have 
protected the country against high prices and fine- 
tuations, and against that influx of foreign fabrics, 
which drained away our gold and silver. He did 
not say allthis in support of the present bill; for 
he had not introduced it as a protective bill, but as 
a revenue bill. 

The Senator says “truth is mighty, and will pre- 
vail.” He (Mr. E.) thought so too. He could see’ 


in the growing convictions of the whole people, 
that protection would, before long, prevail—not to 
the injury of the Senator’s cotton interests, but 
for their advantage, as weil as for that of the whole 
community. 

Mr. WOODBURY said that the Senator from 
Maine had been pleased to notice him by some 
personal allusions, which demanded a brief reply. 

But, in the course of that Senator’s long address, 
Mr. W. would cheerfully concede that he had 
made one very just remark, in saying that some 
things were not suitable to this occasion. 

Mr. W. respectfully suggested that, among 
such things, might be considered the voting here 
against numerous amendments to this bill by any 
person who had voted elsewhere for them. 

He would further take the liberty to express an 
opinion that it was not altogether suitable to this 
occasion, when twenty-seven millions of taxes were 
imposed on an embarrassed people, to insist on 
accompanying them with one provision about the 
land—to give away, rather than collect revenue; 
and thus, without necessity, increase the public 
burdens by the General Government near three 
millions of dollars, as well as endanger the final 
passage of the whole bill, and the rescue of our 
national credit from its present shametul disgrace. 

He felt forced, also, to add, so far as regarded the 
personal reflections on him, thatit did not seem suit- 
able to the occasion, or the place, to resort to perver- 
sion or ridicule of arguments, which no power had 
been shown to refute. And whena gentleman 
talked ofthe natural course of things, or the natural i 


order of things, as having been urged by others in 
favor of a position, it might be useful to remember 
that it was often said to be the natural course of 
things among a certain grade in the profession at 
the bar, to resort to misconception and ridicule 
only when other means failed. 

Mr. W. had said nothing whatever, as had been 
represented, of any natural rate of duty. But what 
he, in fact, did say, was, that the rate of 20 per 
cent. had been expressly agreed on in the com- 
promise act asa just and sufficiently high rate on 
Imports; that the opinions of such distinguished 
Statesmen as were engaged in that compromise, 
and had then, as well as since, approved it, (and 
for whose conduct there had recently been claimed 
great glory,) were entitled to much respect; that 
several nations abroad had fixed on a rate below, 
or no higher than 20 per cent.; and that this was 
quite a high proportion of taxation on that kind of 
property, compared with what was usually imposed 
in this country on other property. 

Was not this fair reasoning? And had the force 
of it been met by a single argument? 

Why, sir, one fact is demonstrative of its correct- 
ness. Computing, as many have, the whole prop- 
erty in the Union at four thousand millions of dol- 
lars,—a tax of 20 per cent. on all that, would yield 
eight hundred millions; whereas not over seventy 
or eighty millions of taxes, of all kinds, will be 
collected yearly in the United States, even if this 
bill passes. That is not one-tenth so much as you 
would impose on imports by a rate of only 20 per 
cent. 

Is that not irrefutable evidence that 20 per cent. 
is quite high enough, and even too high, for a fair 
proportion of taxation on imports alone? 

But the Senator remarked, that my argument 
appeared to be in favor of some extent of direct 
taxation at this time. Now, sir, so far from that, I 
stated in my first speech, and repeated, in reply to 
another Senator, [Mr. Srmmons,] that my opinions 
were, that no direct taxes were, at this time, either 
proper or necessary. They were not so, because 
the proceeds of the lands, and a duty of 20 per 
cent., would probably yield enough to meet all the 
expenses of the Government, if administered eco- 
nomicaily. 

Thus, take back the lands, and properly adver- 
tise new tracts for sale, and you obtain at least, 
yearly, - - - - $3,000,000 
Impose only 20 per cent. on all im- 

ports, except bullion and a few 

other free articles,and you will col- 


lect from that source at least - 18,500,000 


21,500,000 


These together make - - 


It will be so large a net revenue as the above, 
if the imports not free and consumed in the 
country are a hundred millions, as they doubt- 
less will be if the duty remains so low. That 
aggregate cf twenty-one millions and a half will 
pay eighteen to nineteen millions of ordinary ex- 
penses. That is expense enough: and more than 
an ample balance to discharge all the interest on 
the public debt will then be left. 


The Senator asked me, on a former occasion, 
how the present debt would be met? 

I woald meet its interest in this way, and, be- 
sides, part of the principal. As the expenses are 
more reduced, or the sales of lands higher in sub- 
sequent years, I would discharge all the principal 
before it falls due. 

It is only by giving away the lands, and incur- 
ring wasteful expenses, that any necessity whatever 
will arise to resort to direct taxes for the balance 
beyond what the imports will thus yield. 

Again: the Senator says that we commend the 
prosperous influences of low duties on agriculiure 
and commerce, when we have had no experience 
oi low duties till within the last one or two years, 
What, sit! Was not the duty on tea, coffee, &c., 
rauch lowered after 1828—even as long ago as 1830? 
Was there not another large reduction on many 
other articles in 1832? and a still larger in 1832? 

In the Jast year, also, near half of our whole im- 
poris became entirely free. Was not this a state 
of comparatively low duties, when fifty to seventy 
millions. paid nothing at all, and the rest was 
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put in a progress of biennial reduction? Let it 
be remembered, then, as a consequence in part 
from this, that no nation in the- tide of time:has 
ever witnessed a greater impulse to agriculture- 
to exports and imports—-to commerce and nay- 


- igation of all kinds, than followed this. 


‘But the gentleman dwells on the nature of error; 
that, after once killed, it revives elsewhere in fresh 
life. Indeed, sir, its ghost has reappeared new, on 
the other side. We have had a striking illustra. 
tion of this, in the gentleman’s own course, in re- 
suscitating again (for the tenth time, I believe) the 
exploded and refuted arguments in favor of the 
necessity for an extra session, to make the expendi- 
tures and means of the year 1841 meet. But the 
whole truth of the case is this: The year 1841 be- 
gan with a balance of money on hand—something 
more than one million; and on the 4th of March, 
nearly as much remained. Beside that, a power 
to issue treasury notes equal to five millions, re- 
mained on the 4th of March. 

Now, sir, here are six millions of means at that 


date: 
Means on 4th March, 1841. - - $6,000,000 
Customs yielded the whole year - 14,800,000 


Lands, if advertised, would have yield~ 


ed at least ~ - - - 3,000,000 
Miscellaneous and bank debis, if col- 

lecied - - - - 200,000 

Making an aggregate of - 24,000,000 


The customs are actual receipts and were very 
Tittle increased by the new tariff in September; as 
all the duties assessed under that, except very 
trifling sums, were put on a credit of three and six 
months, and not collected till 1842, : 


The lands, if doly advertised, as in 1840 and 
previous years, to the extent of eight or ten millions 
of acres yearly, would probably have furnished 
more than three millions, as they did in each of 
the embarrassed years after 1836. But, instead of 
doing this in 1841, scarce one new advertisement was 
issued after March, and some old ones were re- 
called. Now, would not these twenty-four millions 
have discharged all proper expenses, had there 
been no steps taken to increase them, and no extra 
session? Easily, sir. For the ordinary expenses 
were estimated as not likely to exceed nincteen. mil- 
lons and one-fourth. On the reduced new ap- 
propriations made, of less than eighteen millions, 
they need not have exceeded the esiimute much, if 
any. In that event, four millions and a fourth 
would have remained as a balance to redeem not 
much over three to four millions of. treasury notes 
which might fall due in $841, and be presented, 
and no power remain to issue others in their stead. 
A million still might be left to cover:contingen- 
cies, or as a balance on hand. 

A word as to the expenses of tbe previous four 
years, compared with their receipts, and I have 
done. 

The gentleman contends that the former far ex- 
ceeded the latter, from lands and customs. Grant- 
ed. But they did not exceed those and our other 
means on hand united, On the contrary, we de- 
posited with the States over twenty-eight millions of 
public money which we had in possession, and 
still incurred a debt of only four or five millions. 
That deposite was one root of all the present evils. 
That money should never have been divided araong 
the States, It was a Pandora’s box. It was a great 
cause of the suspension of specie payments, by 
means of the immense sums obliged so soon to 
be collected and paid over, and placed in new po= 
sitions, new hands, and new channels. It embar- 
rassed everybody, and relieved nobody. Had it 
remained, and been gradually applied to proper 
public works, not only the wreck of the banks in 
1837 might have been averted, but any necessi- 
ty for treasury notes since, and for the present ag- 
cumulating debt of the General Government, and 
for much of the prodigal waste and bankruptcy 
into which some of the States wêre tempted by that 
unfortunate distribution. 

Mr. EVANS was sorry to have disturbed the 
equanimity of the honorable Senator; he had 
had no idea of doing so, nor was it his pur- 


: pose to ridicule the arguments of the Senator, 
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He. (Mr. Woopsusy}] had said that, among üne 
suitable things, it was not suitable to this oc- 
casion to “vote against the amendments in this 
body which were voted. for in committee. : He 


would. not -dwell-upon the breach of order inad- | 


verting to what had occurred in committee. Of 
this he did not complain. _He was against any 
amendments- in the: committee; but when the ma- 
jority cf the committee decided: on certain amend- 
ments, he supported them. ‘The majority of 
the -commitiee bad. voted in this body for. these 
amendments. Bat he had not deemed any 
of them sufficiently important to’ delay the 
pill at this Jate hour cf the session. The Senator 
from . Missouri had complained of ten States 
being’obliterated—annihilated. He (Mr. E.) did 
not find their twenty Serators obliterated—they had 
been uncommonly vigorous for the: last two or 
thiee days, and had given the supporters of the 
bill a great deal of trouble. If it was right for the 
minority to carry a bill, he wished the Senator 
had thought of that some few years ago, when he 
(Mr. E.) and his friends were in the minority. . 


Mr. SIMMONS and Mr. WRIGHT made a 
few remarks—the latter stating his anxiety to see 
the vote taken, as some excuse for postponing to 
another occasion a few inquiries hé had to make 
of the chairman of the Finance Committee, 

The question was then taken on the passage of 
the bill; and it was passed—yeas 25, nays 23, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs, Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choat 
Clayton, Conrad, Crafts Crittenden, Da: ton, Evans, Hanae 
ton, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Por- 
ter, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, - Tallmadge, 
‘White, and Woodbridge—-25. 

NAYS—Messra, Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, Graham, King, Lion, McRoberts, Preston, 


Rives, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, 
Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and Youn g—23, : 


The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fray, August 5, 1842. 


Mr. ATHERTON submitted a resolution, in- 
structing the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads to inquire into the expediency of making 
the road from Manchester, by Westchester and 
Candia, to South Deerfield, in the State of New 
Hampshire, a post-route. The resolution was 
agreed to. 

Mr. MILTON BROWN, from the Committee 
on the Judiciary, reported, with amendments, the 
bill to divide the State of Kentucky into two judi- 
cial districts. The bill was committed to the 
Commitiee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON, from the Commit- 
tee on the Publie Lands, reported, without amend- 
ment, the Senate bill for the relief of Richard Hig- 
gins; which was committed to the Committee of 
the Whole House. 

The regular business of the morning hour was 
the debate on the report of the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, in relation to the letter of the Secre- 
tary of War declining to transmit to the House 
certain papers on the subject of frauds in the In- 
dian country. : 

Mr. J. COOPER resumed his speech, which was 
unfinished at the expiration of the morning hour 
yesterday. 

Mr. EVERETT submitted an amendment, to 
the effect that the reasons assigned by the Secreta- 
ry of War are not satisfactory to this House. 

Mr. ADAMS spoke until the expiration of the 
morning hour. 

The morning hour having expired, 

Mr. COWEN observed, that this heing the day 
when private bills could not be debated, he moved 
that the House resolve itself into Committee of. 
the Whole, for the purpose of taking up the pri- 
vate calendar. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia called for tellers on 
the question; which being ordered, the vote was 
taken, and resulted in ayes 96, noes not counted. 

So the House resolved itself into Committee of 
the Whole, (Mr. BoarpMan of Connecticut in the 
chair,) and acted upon the following bills: 

The biil to provide for the payment of the 
passage of General Lafayette from France to the 
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United States, in the year 1824, (to Captain Francis 
Allyn:):objected to, and laid aside. 

~o 'Phe bill for-the relief of the children of Apelles 
Cooper, deceased: objected to, and laid aside. 

The bill for the relief of the owners, master, and 
crew of the schooner Martha of Eastport, Maine: 
objected to, and laid aside. 

The bill for the relief of the owners, master, and 
crew of the schooner Cod Hook of Blue Hill, 
Maine. 

The bill to refund to Charles A. Holta fine im- 
posed on him under the sedition law: laid aside to 
be reported. 

The bill for the relief of the legal represent. 
atives of Captain David Noble, deceased: objected 
to, and laid aside. 

The bill from the Senate for the relief of Caro- 
line E. Clitheroe, widow of Dr. George Clitheroe, 
late a surgeon in the army of the United States: 
laid aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of George Hommell: laid 
aside to be reported. 

The bili for the relief of Aquilla Goodwin: ob- 
jected to, and laid aside. 

The bill for the relief of Isaac Plummer: laid 
aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of Major Thomas Har- 
rison: laid aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of John Jarvis: laid aside 
to be reporied. 

The bill for the relief of John Fairham: laid aside 
to be reported. 


The bill for the benefit of the devisees of James 
Rumsey, deceased, or their heirs: laid aside to be re- 
ported. 

The bill for the relief of John McColgan: ob- 
jected to, and laid aside. 

The bill for the settlement of the claim of the 
legal representatives of Richard W. Meade: cb- 
jected to, and laid aside. 

The bill for the relief of the president and 
managers of the Norristown and Valley Railroad 
Company: laid aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of Samuel Hambleton: ob- 
jected to, and laid aside. 

A bi'l for the relief of John H. McIntosh: laid 
aside to be reported, 

A. bill for the relief of the heirs and legal repre- 
sentatives of Antonio Pacheco: objected to, and 
laid aside. 

A bill for the relief of the vestry and church- 
wardens of the Protestant Episcopal church of the 
parish of St. Philip, in Charleston, South Carolina: 
laid aside to be reported. 

A bill for tbe relief of Levi Eldridge and 
others: laid aside to be reported. 

A bill for the relief of the children of Sergeant 
Major JohnjChampe: laid aside to be reported. 

A bill fər the relief of the owners, master, and 
crew of the schooner Joanna, of Ellsworth, Maine: 


| objected to. 


An act for the relief of Benjamin Murphy: ob- 
jected to. 

A bill for the benefit of James C. Watson, of 
Georgia: objected to, and laid aside. 

An act for the relief of certain companies of 
Missouri volunteers, commanded by Captains ‘Ste- 
venson, Pollard, Sconce, Atchison, and Crawford: 
laid aside to be reported in an amended form. 

A bill for the relief of William Allen: laid aside, 
to be reported. 

A bill for the relief of Lloyd J. Bryan: laid 
aside to be reported. 

A bill for the relief of Nancy Tompkins: laid 
aside to be reported. 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin J. Totten: laid 
aside to be reported. 

A bill for the relief of Mary Crawford: laid 
aside to be reported. 

A bill granting to Captain James Lowe $1,000 
and a section of land: laid aside to be reported. 


An act to authorize the payment of equitable 
commissions to the agents or attorneys of persons 
in whose favor awards have been made under three 
several treaties between the United States and cer- 
tain foreign powers, which awards have been re- 
tained in the treasury in payment of debts due to 


| the United States: objected to, and laid aside. 


An act in favor of Mary Snow: laid aside to be 
reported. 

An act for the relief of Thankful Reynolds: laid 
aside to be reported. 

A bill for the relief of Leah Tenure, widow of 
Michael Tenure: laid aside to be reported. ` 

A bill for the relief of Ruth Mathiot: laid aside 
to be reported. _ - 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Parker: laid aside 
to be reported. : 

A bill for the. relief of Carter B. Chandler: laid 
aside to be reported. 

A bill to provide for the payment of the passage 
of General Lafayette from France to the United 
States, in the year 1824, (Captain Francis Allyn,) 
was amended, and laid aside to be reported. 

A bill for the relief of Henry Freeman: laid 
aside to be reported. 

A bill for the relief of Sarah White: laid aside. 

A bill for the relief of Nancy Byrd: laid aside 
to be reported. 

A bill for the relief of Alice Usher: laid aside to 
be reported. 

A bili for the relief of Eve Vandenburgh: laid 
aside to be reported, 

A bill for the relief of Martha Dameron, widow 
of Christopher Tompkins. laid aside to be ‘re- 
ported. . 

A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Dawkins: laid 
aside to be reported. 

A bill for the relief of Richard Marsh: laid aside 
to be reported. i 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Bonnell: laid aside 
to be reported: 

A bill for the relief of Nancy Hambright: laid 
aside to be reported. 

A bill for the relief of Tirzah Hunt: laid aside 
to be reported. i 

A bill granting a pension to Joseph Watson: laid 
aside to be reported. 

A bill for the relief of Samuel Hogg: objected 
to, and laid aside. 

A bill for the payment of seven companies of Geor- 
gia militia, for services rendered in the years 1840 
and 1841: laid aside to be reported, 

A bill for the relief of David W. Haley: laid 
aside to be reported. 

An act for the relief of Ephraim Sprague: laid 
aside to be reported. 

An act authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury 
to audit and settle the account between the United 
States and David Gelston, formerly collector of the 
port of New York: laid aside to be reported. 

An act for the relief of George W. Paschal: 
laid aside to be reported. 

An act for the relief of Hezekiah C. Thistle: laid 
aside to be reported. 

An act for the relief of Captain J. Throckmorton: 
to be reported, with the recommendation of the 
committee that it be rejected. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Robert Fulton: 
laid aside to be reported. 

A bill for the relief of Allen Rogers: laid aside 
yo be reported. 

The bill for the relief of William G. Sanders: 
laid aside to be reported. 


The bill for the relief of the owners of the 
schooner Martha: laid aside to be reported. 

The Dill for the relief of the owners of the 
schooner Three Brothers: laid aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of Thomas M. Isett: laid 
aside to be reported. 

The bill to provide, in certain cases, for the sale 
of the real estate of infants within the District of 
Columbia: laid aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of Gorham A. Worth, 
one of the sureties of Samuel Edwards, deceased: 
laid aside to be reported. . 

The bill for the relief of the inhabitants of West 
Florida: objected to, and laid aside. 

The bill for the relief of Hazard Knowles: ob- 
jected to, and laid aside. 

The bill for the relief of Wm. Gale: laid aside 
to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of Robert T. Norris. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of the Rev. Richard T. Banks of Arkansas: laid 
aside to be reported. f SRA 

The bill for the relief of Teakle Savage, admin- 


istrator- of Bolitha Laws: laid aside to be re- 
ported. 

The bill to authorize Chapman Levy to purchase, 
as a pre-emptor, a certain quarter section of land, 
how occupied by him, at the minimum price: laid 
aside'to be reported. , 

‘Fhe bill providing for the payment of the Geor- 
gia militia claims: objected to, and laid aside. 

The bill for the relief of Charles Gordon, of 
Belfast, owner of the schooner Two Sons, and the 
legal representatives of. the crew of said vessel: 
laid aside to be reported. 

The bill to settle the titles to certain tracts of 
land in the State of Arkansas: laid aside to be re- 
ported, 

The bill for the relief of Orin Prentiss, of Sto- 
hington, Connecticut, owner of the schooner Lily, 
and the crew of said vessel: laid aside to be re- 
ported. ? 

The bill for the relief of Isaac Champlin and 
others, owners of the schooner Buffalo: laid aside 
to be reported. p 

The bill for the relief of Josepli Holmes and 
others, owner and legal representatives of the crew 
er the schooner Industry: laid aside to be report- 
ed. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Daniel Brent, deceased, late consul of the Uni- 
ted States at Paris: objected to, and Jaid aside, 

The bill for the relief of Jchn A. Smith: laid 
aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of Edwin Bartlett, late 
consul of the United States at Lima, in Peru: laid 
aside to be reported. 

The bill for the benefit of the Howard Institu- 
tion of the city of Washington: objected to, and 
laid aside. 

The bill for the relief of John Jones: rejected. 

The bill for the relief of Moses M. Strong : re- 
jected. 

: The bill for the relief of the administrators of 
Jobn Jackson: laid aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Robert T, Spence: laid aside to be reported. 

« The bill for the relief of Peter Leonberger: laid 
aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief cf John R. Delany: laid 
aside to be reported, 

The bill for the relief of Hezekiah Cunningham: 
laid aside to be reporied. 

The bill for the relief of Thomas Haskins and 
Ralph Haskins: laid aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of John C. Reynolds, late 
disbursing agent of the Indian Department: laid 
aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of Jubal B. Hancock: laid 
aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of Joseph W. Newcomb: 
laid:aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of Valerian Allen: laid 
aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of Sylvia Underwood, 
mother of Lieutenant Underwood, deceased: laid 
aside to be repcrted. 

The bill for the relief of James Mount: laid aside 
to be reported, 

The bill for the relief of Susan Broom: laid aside 
to be reported, i 

The bill for the relief of Reynell Coates and 
Walter R. Johnson: amended, and laid aside to be 
reported. 

The bill for the relief of Elizabeth Harris: laid 
aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of Robert Layton’s chil- 
dren: laid aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of Mary Elder: laid aside 
to be reported. 

‘The bill for the relief of the widow of Captain 
William Royall, deceased, (Mrs. Ann:) laid aside 
to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of Prudence Couch: laid 
aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of Anna Jones: laid aside 
to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of Marion M. Brooks: laid 
aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of Asa Davis: laid aside to 
pe_reported, 
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aside to be reported. 


The bill for the relief of Samuel Neely:4aid aside | 


to be reported. 
The bill for the relief of James Sweetman: laid 
aside to. be reported. . 


The bill for the relief of Solomon Emerson: | 
‘laid aside to be reported. 
The bili for the relief of Lyman N. Cook: laid - 


aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of Gideon A. Perry: ob- 
jected to, and laid aside. : 

The bill for the relief of John F. Wiley: amend- 
ed, and laid aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of John Hicks: laid aside 
to be reported. 

The billfor the relief of Jonathan P. 
objected to, and laid aside. 

The bill for the relief of George Waddell: laid 
aside to be reported. ` 

The bill for the relief of Samuel Lord: laid aside 
to be reported. i 

The bill for the relief of Casper W. Wever: 
laid aside to be reported. 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Nathaniel Pryor, deceased: objected to, and laid 
aside. 

The bill for the relief of Richard Rush: laid 
aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of claimants to indemni- 
ties received from the British Gevernment for the 
loss of slaves from on board the Comet and Enco- 
mium, at Nassau, Bahamas: objected to, and laid 
aside. 

The bill for the relief of James M. Morgan: laid 
aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of John Drysdale: laid 
aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of Garret Vleit: laid aside 
to be reported, 

The bill for the relief of Elisha Moreland, Wil- 
liam M. Kennedy, Robert J. Kennedy, and Mason 
E. Lewis: laid aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of Samuel R. Slaymaker: 
laid aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of S. D. Rose ef al.: laid 
aside to be reported. 

An act for the relief of Francis A. Harrison: 
laid aside to be reported, with the recommendation 
that it be rejected. 

The bill for the relief of Barent Stryker: laid 
aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of John Wharry: laid aside 
to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of Mary McGee and Susan 
Pierce, heirs at law of George Neilson: laid aside 
to be reported. 

Tie bill to revive an act entitled An act for the 
relief of John Davlin: laid aside to be reported, 

An act for the relief of Daniel Kleiss: laid aside 
to be reported. . 

The bill authorizing the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to refund to Davıd Watkinson & Company a 
part of the duties imposed on a ceriain quantity of 
tin and iron imported by them into the port of New 
York: laid aside to be reported. 

Toe bill for the relief of Samuel Billings, owner 
of the fishing schooner Laura: laid aside to be re- 
ported. > 

The bill for the relief of the owners, officers, and 
crew of the armed brig Warrior, or their legal 
representatives: laid aside to be reported, 

The bill for the relief of Robert Ramsay: laid 
aside to be reported. 

Te bill for the relief of Benjamin Evans: laid 
aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of Joshua Drew: laid aside 
to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of Thomas Copeland: laid 
aside to be reported. . 

The bill for the relief of Sarah Parker: laid aside 
to be reported. 

'The bill for the relief of George Pollen and Robe 
ert Colegate: laid aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of Isaac and Thomas J. 
Winslow: laid aside to be reported. 


Horton: 


An act forth? relief of Alexanderf{Hammet: laid - 


aside to be reported. 


The bill for the relief of David Atkinson: laid ‘||. 


‘The bill for the relief of Burr and Smith: laid 
aside to be reported.’ 
An act to authorize the settlement of the ac- 


counts of Joseph Nourse: objected to, and laid 


aside. 

The biil for the relief of the legal representa- 
oie of Frances Pellicer: Jaid aside to be reports 
ed. ; 

The bill for the relief of the legal representa~ 
tatives of John Scott, deceased: laid aside to be rex 
ported. : 

The bill for the relief of George Rouse: laid aside 
to be reported. 

Other bilis from the Senate were laid aside to be 
reported, whose titles were not distinctly heard. 

On motion by Mr. EVERETT, the committee 
rose, and reported to the House; and the bills that 
were reported favorably, were read severally by 
their titles, and ordered to be engrossed fora‘ third 
reading; and those that were reported unfavorably, 
were rejected. : 

Mr. CROSS urged gentlemen to withdraw their 
objections to the bill for the relief of Benjamin 
Murphy, which, he said, was a meritorious claim. 
It had been pending ten or twelve years, and he 
hoped it would be passed. 

The objections were not withdrawn. 

Aszury Dickens, esq., Secretary of the Senate, 
appeared witha message from that body, inform- 
ing.the House that the Senate kad passed the tariff 
bill. + . 

The House insisted on its disagreement with the 
Senate on the bill for ihe re-organization of the 
army, and appointed a Committee of Conference. 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Sarorpay, August 6, 1842. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, to which had been referred the fol- 
lowing House bills, reported thé same back with. 
ou: amendment, and with a recommendation that 
they do not pass, viz: 

An act granting a quantity of land for the im- 
provement of Grand river, at the town of Potosi, 
in Wisconsin Territory. : 

An act granting to the Territory of Wisconsin a 
certain tract of laud, for the bene&t of the town of 
Fairplay, in said Territory ; and 

An act granting a right of pre-emption to certain 
settlers in Wisconsin. D. 

Mr, S., from the same committee, to which had 
been referred the bill relative to the office of sur- 
veyor general for the States of Onio, Indiana, and 
Michigan, reported the same back, with an amend- 
ment. 

Mr. BARROW, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, made adverse reports on the petitions of 
Mary B. Levely and William Jones; which were 
ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 

Mr. BATES, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which had. becn referred House bills for the re- 
lief of George Morriss of Virginia, and Willian 
Fitzgerald, made adverse reports to their passage; 
which were ordered to be printed. j 

Mr. BATES also, from the same committee, re- 
ported back, with amendments, and with’ a recom- 
mendation that they do pass, House’ bills for the 
relief of Elizabeth Colfax and Hannah Carrier.’ 

Mr. CONRAD made an ineffectual effort to 
have the Senate consider the bill adjusting the title 
of the First Municipality of New Orleans to a lot 
of land in said city. 

The bill entitled An act for the protection of the 
public and private property in the city of Washing- 
ton, was taken up, as in committee of the whole. 

Mr. BAYARD explained that this: bijl was from. 
the House of Representatives, end was designed to 
supersede the watchmen employed. at the different 
departments, and to complete the guard; so as to 
give greater security to the public and private prop- 
erty against imeendiary attempts. Since the pas- 
sage of this bill-by~the other branch of Congress, 
the House had:passed another bill, making appro- 
priations for Contingencies not provided for in the 
generalappropriation bit}, in which is designated a 
certain number of watehmen for each of the pub- 
liç buildings, and the salaries they shall receive, 


Tis would be in conflict with the bill now before 
thers, which took from the heads of the depart- 
‘ments the immediate control of their respective 
buildings. He had received letters from these gen- 
tlemen, complaining of, and protesting against, the 
pill, as depriving them. of Superintendence over 
them; and, indeed, the measure, thus far, was not 
a reasonable one. Take a case for example: In 
the Department of State, where all the laws and 
records are deposited, the officers, being responsible, 
should have control over the persons who watch 
‘the archives. He therefore proposed an alteration 
of the bill, by striking ont the first two sections, and 
substituting in lieu thereof— 

*That, in addition to the guard or watch for the protection of 
the public. buildings, there shall be established an auxiliary 
guard, to protect the public and private property against the 
torch of the incendiary: the guard te consist of one captain, to 
be appointed by the President of the United States, at an annual 
salary of $1,000; fifteen other persons—five of them to receive 
$35, and the remaining ten $30 per month; the auxiliary guard 
to be subject to such rules and regulations as may be prescribed 
‘by a board, consisting of the mayor of Washington, the attor- 
ney ofthe United States fer the District of Columbia, and the 
attorney of the corporation of Washington, with the approba- 
tion of the President of the United States,” 

The bill makes an appropriation of $7,000 for the 
salary and insignia of office, é&c. 

The amendments were agreed to; and the bill, 
thus modified, was read on the suggestion of 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, who said that Congress, 
as the Legislature for the District of Columbia, 
migbt, with propriety, organize a suitable system 
of police. But Ñ seemed to him that, by subjecting 
this matter to the control of the President of the 
United States, it might be metamorphosed into a 
political guard for the Executive and the governors 
at the city of Washington. He theught that it 
would not be entirely safe to organize such a corps. 
T was a little sort of standing guard, which might 
eventually become a formidable army. The seeds 
»own by this bill would soon germinate, and their 
full development might overshadow the liberties of 
the people. The consular gaard consisted original- 
Jy of but thirty men; and there were just thirty 
who originally composed the imperial guard, which 
subsequently numbered 25,000 strong, and proved 
a terror to the world. He did not want to see this 
seed sown; he did not know what they might reap 
from it. He was willing, as far as he could, to 
extend protection to public and private property; 
but he desired to strip the watchmen of everything 
which would give them the appearance of a Gov- 
ernment guard. Ee would suggest to his friend 
whether it would not be better to strip the bill of 
that character which was stamped on it, and 
whether it would not be better to legislate cautious- 
ly in this particular. 

Mr, LUNN observed that the bill would proba- 
bly lead to some discussion—not that he had an 
objection to the insignia, but he would be glad if 
the Senate would consent to pass over the subject 
informally. Another thing: it was a public bill, 
and he wished to lay it aside for the purpose of 
going on with the private bills. 

Mr. BAYARD had no such apprehension as that 

adverted to by the Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. 
CRITTENDEN.) The seed of this bill were but small; 
and they were to be planted, nourished, and watered 
by ourselves. Theirdevelopment, therefore, depend- 
ed entirely on our own will;and there could not be 
much danger that that will would be so exercised as 
totransform asmall body of watchmen intoa formi- 
dable political body, to guard the Executive, or 
sustain him in any ulterior design against the Jiber- 
ties of the people. So far as the Senator had cited 
the enormous increase of the imperial guard, he 
(Mr. B.) would say that the allusion was entirely 
inapplicable to this case. The means and the 
power to augment that body rested in the bosom of 
one man; but the means and the power in this case 
were with the Representatives of the people. He 
was confident that, after the Senator shall have con- 
sidered the details of the bill, he would be satisfied 
that it was a harmless measure. The bill had been 
passed by the House. He was firmly of the opin- 
ion that there should be a guard of some kind to 
protect the public property; buthe had no dispesition 
to press the bill against the wishes of the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, the further 

eonsideration of the bill was postponed for the 
present. ` , ; 
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The bill to extend the right of pre-emption to 
certain settlers in the Territory of lowa, came up 
as in contmiitee of the whole; and, without being 
considered, was, on motion of Mr. HUNTING- 
TON, postponed till Monday. : 

The bill to amend an act for the relief of Jami- 
son & Williamson’came up in its order; and was, 
on motion of Mr. BAGBY, laid on the table. 

The following bills were taken up as in com- 
mittee of the whcle, considered, reported to the 
Senate; and, being engrossed according to order, 
were read the third time and passed: 

House bill entitled An act for the relief of George 
H. Walker. ; 

House bill entitled An act to compensate the 
township of Dublin, in Mercer county, Ohio, for 
the loss of school lands. 

[This bill was taken up on amendments recom- 
mended by the Committee on Public Lands. Mr. 
SMITH of Indiana and Mr. HUNTINGTON 
advocated the amendments; and Mr. ALLEN and 
Mr. TAPPAN opposed them, on the ground that 
injustice would be done the townsbip, if it was 
only allowed $2 an acre for land which was worth 
$6 per acre. 

The question was taken onthe amendments, and 
decided in the affirmative—yeas 22, nays 6. The 
bill was then passed.] 

House bill entitled An act for the relief of John 
Johnson. 

House bill entitled An act for the relief of Eli 
Wheat and Stephen White. 

Joint resolution from the House, to authorize 
the commission appointed to prepare rules for the 
naval service, to appoint a clerk. 

{Mr. CALHOUN opposed it. He thought that 
there were enough clerks in the department to per- 
form these duties.] 

House bill entitled An act for the relief of John 
B. Pierce. 

Joint resolution to authorize the Postmaster Gen- 
eral to settle the accounts of Patton, Pilcher, & 
Company. 

[Mr. KING opposed fixing the rate of compen- 
sation, and suggested the propriety of leaving it to 
be adjusted by the Postmaster General. The reso- 
lution was amended according to this suggestion. ] 

House bill entitled An act for the relief of Hen- 
ry Gee. 

House bill entitled An act for the relief of James 
Seaburn. 

House bill entitled An act for the relief of Ben- 
jamin C. Roberts, 

SUPPRESSION OF THE SALE OF LOTTERY TICK- 
ETS IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

The bill from the House, entitled An act to sup- 
press the vending of lottery tickets in the District of 
Columbia, was taken up as in committee of the 
whole, on certain amendments from the Committee 
on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. MILLER said he had net had time to ex- 
amine the bill, and hoped the Senator from Dela- 
ware would consent to postpone it: 

Mr. BAYARD observed that he could not con- 
sent to postpone the ibill, It had been for months 
on the calendar, and could have been examined by 
any Senater who chose to take the trouble. He 
would slate the object of the bi, which was most 
simple in its character. 

The suppression of lotteries had been one of the 
improvements in this enlightened age. It was well 
known that they were seductions of the most de- 
moralizing kind. The effect was felt most by 
families least able to bear privations. Many of 
those persons engaged at a small pittance of sal- 
ary in the service of the Government, instead of 
devoting that pittance to the support of their fami- 
lies, were induced, by this seducive species of 
gambling, to pledge their salaries in advance, for 
the purpose of speculating ia lottery tickets. 

He showed what had been the original intention 
of lotteries, and bow much the practice had devi- 
ated from that object. He also showed the man- 
ner in which lotteries had become a source of muni- 
cipal revenue. The bill would not interfere with 
existing rights. The proviso at the end of the sec- 
ond section reserved the rights of the city of Alex. 
andria, under her charter. No other city was au- 
thorized by charter to establish lotteries; but this 


bill will only restrain that authority for the future, 
leaving existing contracts undisturbed. The con- 
tract of the corporation of Alexandria with Gregory 
and Co. is entirely conditional, and subject to the 
action of legislation. 

Mr. MILLER was as much in favor of abolish- 
ing lotteries as the Senator from Delaware; and if 
the Senator could satisfy bim that vested interests 
would not be injuriously affected by this- bill, he 
would withdraw all opposition. It was to exam- 
ine into the matter, that he wished for a postpone- 
ment. 

Mr. BAYARD said he had referred to the con- 
tract between the city of Alexandria and Gregory 
& Co., to show that there was a saving clause in it 
which empowered the corporation to abandon the 
contract the moment legislative action should re- 
quire the abolition of lotteries in the District. 

Aftera few remarks from Messrs. BENTON 
aud MILLER, (the latter having moved a postpone- 
ment, which was negatived,) the amendment re- 
ported by the Committee on the District was adopted; 
and the bill was reported to the Senate, and ordered. 
to be engrossed for a third reading on Monday. 

The Senate bill No. 280, “to reorganize the 
Navy Department of the United States,” was taken 
up as reported back from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, with an amendment, and considered as 
in committee of the whole. 

The question was on agreeing to the amendment 
recommended. 

Mr. ARCHER explained that the object of the 
bill was to abolish the Board of Commissioners, and 
establish in its place a system of bureaus, analo- 
gous to that of the War Department. The whole 
cost of the reorganization would be but $19,600. 
The Secretary of the Navy estimates that the 
saving will be from six to eight hundred thousand 
dollars a year. This, independent of the more ac- 
curate arrangement and despatch of business, 
would be an inestimable advantage to the public. 

Mr. CUTHBERT asked the chairman of the 
Committee on Naval Affairsif officers of the navy 
were to be placed at the heads of the bureaus? 

Mr. ARCHER was glad the question had been 
asked,as he might otherwise have inadvertently omits 
ted to mention avotheradvantage. Officers of the 
navy—experienced practical men—were to be 
placed at the heads of the bureaus. Their salaries 
would be in lieu of pay they now receive; and this 
would, in itself, be a considerable saving, 

Mr. WILLIAMS remarked, that, out of the 68 
captains in the navy, many were old men, and 
probably not as well suited as others in the navy 
to fill the different offices to be created by this bill. 
The number of commanders was 98, many of 
whom were efficient officers, and well adapted to 
serve in the posts to be created, In order to give 
the Secretary of the Navy a more extended range 
of selection, he would move to strike out “cap- 
tain” as the lowest grade from which the Secre'ary 
should have power to select, and insert “coms 
mander.” 

Mr. ARCHER signified his approval of the ob- 
ject of the proposed amendment. : 

The bill was then amended, by inserting after the 
word “captain,” “or commander.” í 

Mr. WOODBURY inquired whether this bill 
had the approbation of the department, or was 
merely reported by the committee? 

Mr. ARCHER replied, that it came first from 
the department, was examined by the committee, 
and again reviewed by the department. 

The amendment as amended was then adopted. 

The bill was then reported back to the Senate, 
and the amendment was concurred in. It.was then 
read a third time and passed. 

THE ARMY APPROPRIATION RILL, AND 
THE BILL TO REORGANIZE THE ARMY. 

Mr. EVANS presented two reports from. the 
Committees of Conference—one in relation to the 
disagreeing votes of both Houses on the amend. 
ments to the army appropriation bill, and the other 
in relation to those on the bill for the re-organiza- 
tion of the army. 

The Committees.of Conference had agreed upon 
recommending the reports, by which it would be 
seen, that everything is to be stricken out of the 
appropriation bill touching re-organization, strict: 


ly confining itto appropriations for the service. 
Some alterations, however, were to be made—such 
as changing the Senate amendment, to place 
$60,000 of the appropriation for the armories atthe 
disposal of the Secretary of War, for the purchase of 
arms not manufactured in the armories, to $10,000; 
and adding to the $100,000 appropriated for im- 
provements of navigation on the Western waters, 
$30,000 for harbor improvements already com- 
menced. There are other alterations of less impor- 
tance. 

Mr. KING asked what was done about the 
civil superintendents in the Ordnance department. 

Mr. EVANS replied that the subject was in the 
bill for reorganizing the army—not in the appro- 
priation bill. 

‘Mr. YOUNG asked what changes were made 
in relation to reductions in the army? 

Mr, EVANS said, none in the appropriation 
bill, from which everything but appropriations had 
been excluded. The alterations and reductions 
in the army would be pointed out in the bill to re- 
organize the army. 

The report in relation to the bill for the reor- 
ganization of the army was then read. 

Mr. KING said he understood the civil super- 
intendents in the Ordnance department were to be 
restored. 


Mr, EVANS said, no; the military superinien- 
dents were retained. He explained the modifica- 
tions of amendments recommended by the Com- 
mittee of Conference. These were numerous; but 
the most important was tbat in reference to the 
second regiment of dragoons, which is to be con- 
tinued till the 4th of March next, and then con- 
verted into a rifle corps, asit was understood the 
aspect of affairs on the Western frontier rendered 
it prudent that the mounted regiment should be 
kept up six or eight months longer; and it was 
considered its conversion into a rifle corps would 
be’a great protection to the Western border. 

Another change would be, to reduce the number 
of men in each company to forty. As far as 
expense was concerned, large and important re- 
ductions wiil be «ffected. 

Mr. BATES tock it for granted these amend- 
ments would be printed. He did not know how 
the superintendence of the armories was to be. He 
wished the amendments might be printed, that he 
might understand the alterations. He suggested a 
postponement, tiil time was given to examine the 
matter. 

Mr. EVANS thought it necessary that both 
bills should be returned together to the House. He 
thought, if the Senator from Massachusetts would 
turn bis attention to the amendment in relation to 
the Springfield armory, he would understand it at 
once. ° f 

Mr. BENTON made a few remarks, not dis- 
tinctly heard, in relation to military storekeepers. 

Mr. BATES said, if other Sènators understood 
the matter, he would not insist on his motion to 
postpone. 

The reports of the Committees of Conference 
were then concurred in. 

The bill for repaving and repairing a portion of 
Pennsylvania avenue was then taken up for con- 
sideration, as in committee of the whole. 

Mr. BAYARD explained the object of the bill. 
It appropriates $23,000 for repairs of portions of 
Pennsylvania avenue. It was very well known 
that this avenue was the great thoroughfare of the 
whole country, from the National Capitol to the 
public cffices of the Government. It was also 
known that the surface was worn down almost to 
the clay, and that repairs were indispensably ne- 
cessary. A plan had been in contemplation last 
year, for paving the avenue with wood; but that 
idea was abandoned, as it was considered such a 
plan would be too expensive. Itis now proposed 
to gravel the centre, 40 feet in width, and pave a 
slip at each side, of 30 feet. The paving to be 
used being pebble-stones, not exceeding three inches 
in diameter. There are to be two rows of trees. 
The length of the avenue, from the foot of Capitol 
hill to the President’s square, is 6,500 feet. The 
width of the avenue is 108 feet. The gravelling of 
the centre would cost ¢2,800, and the paving of 
the side slips $24,500. There would, besides, be 
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the expense of 354 trees; the total cost being 


` $28,000 for the mile and a quarter. 


No amendment being offered, the bill was report- 
ed back to the Senate, read a third time, and 
passed. 

Mr. WALKER offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States he request- 
ed, as far asdeemed by him compatible with the public service, 
tocommunicateto the Senate the measures taken to obtain the 
performance of the stipulatione contained in the convention 
with Mexico, in relation to the awards made by the commis- 
sioner and umpire under said convention. 


Mr. ARCHER remarked, that some weeks ago 
he had asked the Senate to make certain bills, re- 
poried by the Committee on Naval Affairs, the 
special order fora given day, which was done; but, 
in consequence of other business, oiher special or- 
ders had overrun them. He would now ask the 
special order to be renewed for Monday next; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. BENTON observed that some ingenious 
French philosopher had onee discovered that man 
was nothing but a piece of machinery wound up, 
set going, and let down, like other machines. He 
felt—and he was sure other Senators felt—rundown 
by the last week’s work, and that it was time to go 
home, and get themselves wound up for the next 
week’s work. He would, therefore, move an ad- 
journment. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON hoped not yet, as there 
was a little executive business todo. It was not 
much—mere references, He would, therefore, 
move to go into executive session. 

The Senate accordingly went into executive ses- 
sion, and shortly after 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
SATURDAY, August 6, 1842, 

Mr. REED presented documents of Cynthia 
Wattles, of Rome, Bradford county, Pennsylva- 
via, on which a pension is claimed by ber, as a 
widow of a Revolutionary soldier. 

Mr. YOUNG, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported adversely on the bill from 
the Senate for the relief of Juan Belgar: laid on 
the table, and the report ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MOORE, from the Commitiee on Private 
Land Claims, reported the following bills, without 
amendmen'!: 

The bill to confirm titles to lands in the dis- 
trict between the Rio Hondo and Sabine. 

The bill for the relief of J. B. Cameron. 

The bill to authorize the issue of patents to the 
heirs or representatives of G. Flaujac. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of Therese Malette, widow of G. Phiole. 

Mr. JAS. IRVIN, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported that they had examined, and 
found to be correctly engrossed, the bill to provide 
revenue from imports, and to modify and change 
existing laws imposing duties on imports; and the 
same having been signed by the Speaker, was sent 
to the Senate for the signature of their President. 

Mr. McKEON submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered and adopted: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War report to this Tfouse 
the number of public armories and arsenals under the direction 
of the Department of War; where the same are situated; the 
time when established; the quantity of land occupied by each, 
and the cost of the same; the number and description of the 
buildings, and the whole cost of the buildings and improve- 
ments at each, together with the value of the stores deposited 
thereat, belonging to the United States; designating such as have 
been abandoned, or are not now occupied as arsenals and de- 
pots. 


Mr. TILLINGHAST, from the Committee on 
the Library, submitted the following joint reselu- 
tion: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of. 
the United Siates of America in Congress assembled, That, 
from the number of copies of the catalogues of the library of 
Congress published in 1840, and now remaining on hand, the 
hbrarian distribute one copy to each member of Congress, and 
one to each delegate of a Territory in the present Congress, 

The above resolution was read twice, and or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading; and then, 
by general consent, was read the third time and 
passed. f 

Mr. ROOSEVELT submitted the following res- 
olution; which was considered and adopted: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be direeted to 
furnish this House with copies of the quartet-yearly acccunts 


of the collector, naval officer, and surveyor of the-port of New 
York, required by the act of March 3d, 1841, of moneys receiv. 
ed by them, respectively, for forfeitures, rents, compro- 
mises, &c.; and, also, to inform this House whether all the 
store-houses hired by those officers for the storage of goods at 
that port have been rented on public account, and whether any 
inspector of the customs, or other officer, is now or has been 
employed to superintend the reception or delivery of goods in 
any store-house not rented on account of the United States; and, 
also, a list of the store-houses, with the amount of tke rent of 
each kind, by either of said officers, and the names of the pem 
song respectively from whom the same have been hired. : 


Mr. HALSTED submitted the following resolu~ 
tion; which was considered and adopted: 


Resolved, That the Register of the Treasury report to this 
House, as nearly as can be ascertained from ihe books of his 
office, the amount for which the treasury was liable on the 4th 
of March, 1841, on account of appropriations of all kinds un- 
drawn on that day, (designating the amountof specific appro- 
priations undrawn, and adding the amount of indefinite appro- 
priations drawn between the 4th of March and the 3ist of De- 
cember, 1841,) and of treasury notes then outstanding, after de- 
ducting the balance of cash in the treasury on the said 4th of 
March, exclusive of deposites with States, and the unavailable 
funds due by defaulting banks. 


Mr. HALSTED submitted the following resc« 
lution : 


Resolved, That all debate on House bill No. 210 [the bill to 
regulate the taking testimony in contested election cases} shall 
cease on Monday afternoon, at 1 o'clock; and that the commit- 
tee shall then proceed to vote on said bill, and such amend- 
ments as may be offered thereto, and report the same to-the 
House. 


Mr. WELLER moved to lay it on the table: re- 

jected, 
: Mr. W. then called for the yeas and nays on the 
adoption of the resolution, but they were not or- 
dered; and the question was taken and carried in 
the affirmative. 

Mr. CUSHING, from the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs, reported a bill, requiring foreign rega 
ulations of commerce to be annually laid before 
Congress. Read twice, and ordered to be engrossed; 
and ihen, by general consent, read the third time 
and passed. 

Mr. COOPER of Pennsylvania having called for 
the orders of the day— 

The House resumed the consideration of the re- 
port of the Committee cn Indian Affaire, on the 
subject of the reply of the Secretary of War to the 
resolution of the House, declining to transmit to it 
the evidence in the report of Col. Hitehenck, in res 
gard to certain alleged frauds in the Indian couns 
try. 

Mr. ADAMS, who had the floor, addressed the 
House at length in favor of the report. 

Mr. PROFSIT followed the gentleman from’ 
Massachusetts, and spoke until the elose of the 
morning hour. 

Mr. HALSTED moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union; which was negatived. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD then obiained permission 
to introduce a bill for the relief of Samuel N. As- 
bury; which was read twice, and committed to the 
Committee of the Whole. ; . 

Mr. COWEN then moved that the House re~ 
solve itself into Committee of the Whole, for the 
purpose of preceeding with the private calendar. 

The motion was agreed to, and Mr. BOARDMAN 
took the chair. 

Mr. A. H. H. STUART said there was a bill 
laid aside yesterday, because it contained a blank, 
which required filling up. He had since supplied 
the figures which were required from the proper 
department; and he now moved that the bill be 
taken up, entitled A bill for the relief of the legal 
representatives of Daniel Brent, deceased. : 

The bill baving been made compleic, was laid 
aside to be reported. 

The biil next in order was A bil for the relief of 
Michael Sullivan, which was pariially debated on 
a previous day. 

Mr. MEDILL was entitled to the floor; and he 
resumed the speech upon which he had entered. 
when this bill was last under consideration, com- 
mencing with a recapitulation of the statements 
made in his remarks on ihat ozcasion, of the cir- 
cumstances attending the entry and possession of 
the lands in question. 

He could refer to a number cf cases, to. show 
what had heretofore been the course of the House 
with regard to such claims; and, in doing so, he 
would cite, among others, a case that had been 
acted on at this very session. Mr, M, here read 


an act passed on Sth July, 1838, authorizing the 
issue of a patent to an individual who, under a 
mistake, had purchased lands not subject to private 
entry. He found that this act was reported from 
the Committee on Public Lands in the Senate, and 
passed both Houses without difficulty. ‘This was 
a.case, too, where the lands had never been offered 
at public sale, and were not therefore legally sub- 
ject to private entry; but the purchaser having 
entered them in good faith, and under the belief 
that they were subject to private entry, the act was 
passed granting him relief. ` 
Again: what was the course of this House at 
the present session? And where was the vigilant 
eye of his colleague, if directed solely to the public 
good, as he trusted it ultimately would be, when 
he permitted a claim of a similar nature to pass 
without opposition? Sir (said Mr. M.) there was 
„an application at the present session, by a gentle- 
man, (Mr. David Buckner, of Kentucky,) for pat- 
ents for lands worth more than $100 000, that had 
been entered at the Washita lard district, Louis- 
jana, by two individuals who had assigned them to 
him. When Mr. Buckner came to claim his pat- 
ents for these lands, it was ascertained that they 
had not been offered at public sale, and were not, 
therefore, subject to private entry; and the Commis- 
sioner of the Land Office very promptly decided 
that they could not be patented. Mr. Buckner 
applied to Congress; the facts of the case were sub- 
mitted to the House; and a bill was reported for his 
relief, which he would read, to show that the very 
Principles on which it was passed, applied to the 
case then before them. Mr. M. here read the bill. 
This bill passed the Senate of the United States, 
came to this House, and was placed on the private 
calendar. So perfectly just did this bill appear to 
the members from Kentucky, that one of them [Mr. 
Marsna.u] got up and advocated a motion to dis- 
charge the Committee of the Whole from its fur- 
ther consideration, in order that it might be passed 
immediately, in order that the claimant, who was in 
the city, might receive his deeds. Upon this, the 
committee was discharged; the bill was passed in 
the House on the same day, and the claimant got 
his deeds. Now, he would ask if his colleague 
was so very vigilant as he appeared to be in a 
certain quarter, why it was that he made no 
objections to the passage of ihis bill? Here 
was a case not near so strong as the one he was 
now advocating; for in this case the Jands had 
never been offered at public sale, were not subject 
to private entry, and could not, in Jaw or equity, 
be patented; but, ithaving been shown that the pur- 
chase was made in good faith, and no fraud or col- 
lusion intended, the Jaw was passed; and, in three 
weeks from the time of his application, the claim- 
ant had his patent in his pocket. Now, what was 
the case he presented to the House? It was a case 
‘where the lands bad been offered at public sale, 
and the time for offering them at public sale had 
expired. They might, therefore, have been enter- 
ed legally, at the Government price. It was true, 
a certain order bad been issued by the General 
Land Office—not directly to the register of the land 
office where the lands were subject to Sale, but to 
the Governor of Obio—directing them to be 
temporarily withheld from sale, until it could be 
ascertained where the Miami canal would be lo- 
cated; but, when that temporary purpose was an- 
swered, the lands were restored to private entry; 
and it was from the lands thus temporarily with- 
held from sale, and again restcyed to it, that the as- 
signor of the petitioner made his purchases. But 
his colleague [Mr. Gooner] had urged that, though 
the cause for withholding these lands from sale no 
longer existed, yet there had been no formal order 
restoring taem to public sale; and, therefore the entry 
was illegal. Now, though this objection was a 
plausible one, yet it was shown that the register 
put such a constraction on his authority as to con- 
sider them subject to private entry, and informed 
the purchaser that they were so. The purchaser 
had no right to diseredit the information given 
him by the register, who was the lawfully con- 
Slituted agent of the Government. He could 
mot send on to the General Land Office to know 
‘wheiher the register was acting within the scope 
of bis duty. He was bound to take the word of 


the authorized agent of the Government; and if it 
was true that that agent made a mistake, or ex- 
ceeded his authority, he would ask any impartial 
person whether the innocent purchaser should be 
made to suffer. Would it not be more consistent 
with justice that the Government should take the 
consequences of the act of its agent? But his col- 
league [Mr. Goopz] said that these lands had been 
withheld from entry by others, while Mr. Shannon 
and a favored few were permitted to enter them; 
and from this he inferred that there had been some 
collusion between him and the register. Now, was 
this a fair inference, when it wasconclusively shown, 
from the testimony, that Mr. Shannon did not make 
the entries in person, but that they were made for 
him by an agent, into whose hands he had put 
money for the purpose of purchasing lands; that 
he did not know where these lands were located; 
and, further, that he had not the slightest informa- 
tion that they had ever been withheld from sale, or 
that there was any difficulty whatever on the sub- 
ject, until after he had disposed of them toa third 
person? All this testimony was before the House; 
and it had been well remarked by one of his col- 
leagues, [Mr. Cowen,] that the affidavit of Gov- 
ernor Shannon himself was all-sufficient to clear 
him from the imputation of any collusion in the 
matter; and he would venture to assert, that there 
was not an individual there, who would take the 
responsibility of asserting that Governor Shannon 
would swear to a falsehood. The character of that 
gentleman stood so high in his State, that there 
was not an individual there who would venture to 
doubt his word. 


Mr. M. here read Gov. Shannon’s affidavit. 
Now, would his colleague, after hearing this affi- 
davit read, rise in his place and reiteratethe charge 
of collusion with the register? Here it was sworn 
by Governor Shannon that he had not the slightest 
knowledge of the fact that these lands had ever 
been witbheld from sale; thathe was informed by 
the register, and believed, that they were subject to 
private entry, and never had any intimation to the 
contrary, until after he had disposed of them. But 
it was said that these lands had been withheld from 
entry by others, and that Mr. Shannon and a few 
favored individuals were permitted to enter them. 
How stood this assertion with the facts? We have 
(said Mr, M.) several reports from the department 
on this subject, some of them conflicting with the 
others, owing to the fact that to this moment it 
was not exactly ascertained how far the additional 
sections for five miles on the borders of the Miami 
canal extend. His colleague, in his remarks, im- 
pugned the character of Mr. Helfenstein, the regis. 
ter, who permitted the entries to be made by Mr. 
Shannon ; but, at the same time, stated that he 
placed the fullest confidence in the former register, 
Mr. Van Horn, Then (said Mr. M.) let us take him 
on hisown showing. He had before hima report 
from the General Land Office, made on the eall of 
his colleague himself, and on his motion refer- 
red to the Committee on Public Lands; from which 
it would appear that, so far from these lands being 
withheld from entry by others, and open to entry 
by Mr. Shannon, there were, from 1829 to 1839, 
239 entries made, for nearly 200 of which patents 
had been issued. Thus entries were made as well 
while Mr. Van Horn was register, as when that 
office was held by Mr. Helfenstein. Mr. M. here 
read a statement showing the number of entries 
each year, made between the years 1828 and 
1839; and be made this statement, he said, to 
repel the imputation that there had been any col- 
lusion between Mr. Shannon and the register, Mr. 
Helfenstein. He did not stand there to justify Mr. 
Helfenstein, or any other public officer. The 
were the agents of the Government; and if they act. 
ed corruptly, or undera mistake, the Government 
should not visit the transgression on the head of an 
innocent purchaser, who had in good faith made 
the entry, believing that he had a Tight to do so, and 
who had paid his money without any design to de- 
fraud the Government. He was confident that the 
House could not, and would not, do an act so re- 
pugnant to the principles of justice. The restora- 
tion of the purchase money would be no compen- 
sation to the claimant, or to the original purchascr. 
Governor Shannon, believing his right to the lands 
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to be unquestionable—having been so informed by 
the register—had sold them to the claimant, and 
had given bond to his assignee to make him a good 
title; and if he failed in establishing it here, he 
would be ruined. f 

After a few remarks from Mr. GOODE— 

Mr. BREWSTER—who made the report on 
which the Lill was predicated addressed the com- 
mittee in its favor. He was (he said) unfavorably 
impressed towards it in the beginning, in conse- 
quence of conversations he had had with the gen« 
tleman from Ohio, [Mr. Goopz,] who sat near him; 
but, on a careful examination of all the testimony, 
he came to the conclusion that the claim was a just 
one, and ought to pass. The evidence satisfied 
him that the lands were entered in good faith, and 
that the first purchaser had not the slightest intima- 
tion that they ever had been withheld from sale. 


Messrs, MASON and COWEN severally ad- 
dressed the committee; the former in opposition to 
the bill, and the latter in favor of it, 

Mr. ANDREWS moved that the bill be re- 
ported to the House; which, after some objections 
by Mr. GOODE, which he subsequently withdrew, 
was agreed to. 

The committee then took up the bill providing 
payment for the passage of General Lafayette 
from France to the United States in 1824. 

On the question of reporting this bill, it was 
found that there was not a quorum present; and 
the committee rose and reported that fact to the 
House. 

Mr. ADAMS moved a call of the House, which 
was agreed to; and the roll was called, resulting in 
109 members answering to their names, 

The absentees having been called, 114 mem- 
bers answered to their names. 

Mr. HOLMES moved that the House adjourn: 
rejected—ayes 40, noes 48. 

The officers were then directed to close the 
doors; and, the absentees having been again call- 
ed, the House excused some, and refused to ex- 
cuse others, 

On motion by Mr. HOLMES, 

The House then adjourned, 


IN SENATE, 
Monpay, August 8, 1842. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the Department of State, 
covering a communication from Thomas Allen, 
and a statement of his account for printing a Com- 
pendium of the Sixth Census, under the act of 
September 1, 1841; and asking Congress to make 
an appropriation to satisfy the same: laid on the 
table. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from John W. Maury, of 
Washington City, protesting against the passage of 
the bill for the suppression of the vending of lottery 
tickets in the District of Columbia, on the ground 
that it would violate a contract made with him. 
under the law of Congress granting a lottery to the 
city of Alexandria: referred to the Committee 
on the District of Columbia. 

On motion of Mr. SMITH of Indiana, the pa- 
pers of Marston C. Clark were permitted to be 
taken from the files, to be referred to the depart- 
ment authorized to settle his accounts, 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Pensions, 
reported back, without amendment, and with a rec- 
ommendation that it do pass, the bill for the relief 
of Randolph Carter. 

Mr. 8. also, from the same committee, made an 
adverse report on the petition of Esther Olmstead, 
which was ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Pensiens, 
to which bad been referred House bills entitled An 
act for the relief of Oliver Parrish, deceased; An 
act for the relief of the heirs of Seth Chapin; An 
act for the relief of Sally MeCraw; and An act for 
the benefit of Mary Congleton, widow of Moses Con= 
gieton, asoldier of the Revolution, deceased, report 
ed them .back without amendment, and with a 
recommendation that they do not pass, 

Mr. P. also, from the same committee, reported 
back, with an amendment, House bil} giving Catha- 
rine Lehman the beneñt-of the act of the 7th July, 
1838. 


wie 


Mr. GRAHAM, from the Committee on Pen- 
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been continued in successive periods of five years, 
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honor and morality, to sustain the promises held 


sions, reported a bill for the relief of David Welch; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

The bill to provide for the paymentof the claims 
of Georgia, for money advanced by that State for 
the payment of the militia called out in a state of 
emergency, having been returned from the House 
of Representatives with certain amendments, was 
taken up; and the amendments, having been read, 
were concurred in. : 

The bill for the relief of Hezekiah Cunningham, 
having been returned from the House of Repre- 
sentatives with amendments, was taken up for con- 
sideration. 

Mr. MERRICK said that the House amendment 
reduced the appropriation. He moved that the 
Senate concur. ; 

Mr. YOUNG remarked that his colleague (who 
was not now in his seat) wished to make some mo- 
tion with reference to this bill. He, therefore, 
moved that it be passed by informally. The mo- 
tion was agreed to. 

THE ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 

A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, covering a joint resolution, which 
passed that body, providing that the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives and the President of the 
Senate will adjourn, sine die, the two Houses of 
Congress over which they preside, on Monday, the 
22d of August, at 2 o’clock p. m, 

Mr. PRESTON moved that the consideration of 
the joint resolution be postponed till Monday next, 
and that it be made the special order for that day. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The acts for the relief of George W. Paschal; 
for the relief of Hezekiah L. Thistle; and for the 
relief of Robert Miller, having been returned from 
the House of Representatives with amendments, 
were taken up for consideration; and, 

Oa motion of Mr. GRAHAM, the amendments, 
having been read, were concurred in. 

The act for the relief of Jubal B. Hancock, hav- 
ing been returned from the Rouse of Representa- 
tives with certain amendments, was taken up for 
consideration; and, 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the amendments 
‘were concurred in. 

The act for the settlement of the accounts of 
Silas Deane, having been returned from the House 
of Representatives, with amendments, was taken 
up for consideration. 

Mr. PHELPS explained that the amendments of 
the House were to strike from the bill all reference 
to the revolution of 1780, and to remove all doubt 
as to any claim for interest found due under it, 
&c.; and moved that the Senate concur in the 
amendments: the motion was agrecd to. 

The act to setile’the title to certain tracts of 
Jand in the State of Arkansas, having been re- 
turned from the House of Representatives, with 
eertain amendments, was taken up for considera- 
tion; and, 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, who explained the 
amendments, they were concurred in, 

On motion of Mr. PORTER, the bill to extend 
the time within which the duties on certain rail- 
road iron imported by the State of Michigan, being 
laid for permanent use, may be remitted, was 
taken up, as in committee of the whole, for con- 
sideration. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he would not object to 
ordering the bill to be engrossed to-day; but he 
would like to bave time till to-morrow to consider 
whether he should not object to the passage of the 
pill. There being no amendment offered to the 
Dill, it was reported to the Senate, and ordered to 
‘be engrossed for a third reading. 4 

THE NAVY PENSION BILL, A 

The consideration of the bill making appropria 
tion to supply the deficiency in the navy pensidn 4 
fund, was resumed, as in commiitee of the whole. g 

Mr. WHITE explained his conception of the 
origin and progress of the navy pension fund. The 
question now to be considered was, what modifica- 
tions of the act of 1837 should be made? He was 
in favor of fulfilling, in good faith, all engagements 
made under that act up to this period. He did not 
urge thison the ground of any vested right, but on 
the ground that the Goverament was bound, in 


out by that act. He proposed to continue that act 
to all those whose claims, at that date, were pro- 
spective. He contended that, so far as there had 
been any expression of opinion by the Senate, it 
had been adverse to a repeal of the act of 1837. 
He quoted the proceedings of the Senate on this 
subject at the last Congress, in proof of this posi- 
tion. He admitted that the act of Jast session, ap- 
propriating $139,666 66 to supply deficiencies in 
the pension fund, might admit of a dubious con- 
struction. By it, the limitation of the appropria- 
tion was to the close of the next session of Con- 
gress; leaving it to Congress to withhold or grant 
future supplies to keep up the pension fund. 

He would not have voted for the act of 1837 to 
the extent it has been carried; but what was to be 
done? The Attorney General called the right under 
that act a vested interest. He did not call it such, 
but he called it a saered promise secured; and its 
breach would be an unkind and ungenerous viola- 
tion of the faith of the Government. The class 
of persons which he wished to save would not 
call for more than between $30,060 and $40,000. 
He went into some calculations to show this. He 
wished to continue the benefits of the act of 1837. 
The difference between his amendment and that 
of the Senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. Cxoare,] 
recently rejected, was, that his proposed to con- 
tinue the act of 1837 to every case existing, and 
limiting it only to such cases as were now on the 
roll. The amendment, however, explained itself. 
He would now propose it in its modified form, to 
add to the 2d section the following: 


Provided, That if any of the navalor marine corps officers, 
orany seaman or marine, who shall have died after the 3d of 
March, 1837, and his widow or children shall have been placed 
upon the pension roll prior to the 16th August, 1841,and were 
entitled to receive pensions, they shall continue to receive the 
same, as well after as before the present session of Congress, 
any former act to the contrary notwithstanding. 


Mr. WILLIAMS wou!d propose to amend the 
amendment, so that those who by the law were not 
entitled to more than five years’ pension, shall, 
when they receive that, be stricken from the :ol}; 
otherwise, there would be a most manifest injustice, 
The amendment, as ii stood, would keep on the 
roll for life those who were entitled by law to only 
five years’ pension; and would be thus giving to 
those widows (or the children) of those officers who 
died a natural death, greater favor than those 
whose husbands died in the service, from wounds 
received in battle, or from disease contracted in the 
performance of their duty. 


The amendment of the Senator from Indiana says 
that the widow and children of a person dying a 
natural death in the service after 34 March, 1837, 
and up to August, 1841, shall have a pension for 
life; whereas, the widow and children of a person 
dying in the service, of wounds received in battie, 
would have a pension for only five years, This 
was the effect of bis amendment. He did not 
believe the Senate was prepared to do so much in- 
justice. 

He understood the compromise of the last ses- 
sion to be between striking cf those pensioners 
then, and allowing them to continue till the end of 
this session, He proposed to amend the amend- 
ment, so as to coutinue the pensions till the claim- 
ants shall have had the benefit for five years; and, 
with that view, be moved to strike from the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Indiana [Mr. Warre] 
the words “as well after as before the present ses- 
sion of Congress,” and to insert the words “until 
they have the benefit of the pension fund for five 
years.” 

x He believed that more than one-half of the pen- 
Sions now paid or claimed were to the widows and 


/ children of persons who died a natural death in 


the service, put there under the act of 1837. This 
amendment to the amendment, if adopted, would 
discontinue them from the roll, after they should 
have obtained the benefits of that act. 

Mr. WHITE did not consider this estimate a 
fair one; for, previously to 1837, the widows and 
children of persons who died a natural death in 
the service were not entitled to pensions. It was 
only by the act of 1837 that they were allowed to 
be placed on the persion list. 

And as to those who, from time to time, had 


he contended they would not be discontinued—they 
would be held on for another term of five years, 
and might as well be placed permanently on the. 
pension list. There would not, therefore, be the 
inequality supposed. Some of those placed on 
the list in 1837 had now received pensions for five 
years; if such a limitation were to be made, it 
ought to be from the. passage of this act. He had 
modified his amendment, so as to limit the pensions 
to children till they come of age, or were marriéd; 
but confined the pension for life to the widows. 


Mr. CHOATE did not care whether the right to 
a pension was called a vested right, a moral right, | 
ora sacred right; it was a right based on. the good 
faith of the Government. Although the amend- 
ment proposed by the Senator from Maine [Mr. 
WitiaMs] was not so harsh in its character as a 
repeal of the act of 1837, yet it took away a por- 
tion of the right, wbich he consideied sacred and 
undoubted. 


He thought the claims of the widows and chil- 
dren of those who died in the service since 1837, 
rested on grounds more indisputable than those of 
persons who had had no such pledge of provision 
for their families previous to the passage of that 
act. Many may have entered the service, induced 
by that promise, who would not otherwise have 
given up other occupations. ‘They may have done ` 
this on the good faith of the act, that, if they died 
in the service, their families would be entitled to 
the pension. He entered at considerable length 
into the subject, enforcing the claims of all widows 
and children of persons dying in the service. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut rose to combat the 
doctrine advanced by the Senator from Massachu- 
setis, (Mr. Croats,] that any legislative act, hold- 
ing ont inducements to persons to enter the public 
service, is irrevocable. He had always, both here 
and elsewhere, maintained, and be would still main- 
tain, the right of this or any other legislative body: 
to alter, amend, modify, or repeal its own acts, 
whenever it pleased to do so. The act of 1837 was 
a mere legislative act. He denied that it was a 
contract, or that its repeal would be a violation of 
contract. And to test tbis, he would ask where, 
was there any contract in that act, and with whom? 
Legislatures may, by a special power granted to 
them by the people, make contracts; but, in their 
power of legislation, they are no more authorized 
to make contracts than they are to do any other 
thing outside of the necessary and specific duties of 
Jegislation. The error was in confounding the 
power to grant with, the power to contract, The 
same power which enables a legislative body to 
grant, enables it to recall its grant. These gratui- 
ties for service were mere grants; there was nothing 
about them of the nature of a contract. . 


He was in favor of carrying out the act of 1837 
in relation to those who were in the service at 
the time; but ke denied the assumption, tbat when 
the experience of years had proved that act to be 
improvident and impolitic, it should not be so 
modified as to confine its operations to those who 
bad actually been affected by it at the time it was 
passed. 

Mr. SIMMONS rose; but f 

Mr. ARCHER. called for the order of the day. 

The CHAIR observed that the Senator from 
Rhode Island had the floor. 


Mr. SIMMONS proceeded. He said that the 
whole question was, whether the widows and chil- 
dren of those who died in the service should have 
a pension, or vot; and, further, if they were, 
whether the promises held out by anact of Con- ° 
gress should not be carried out in good faith. 
He thought that, according to the admissions of 
tbe Senator from Connecticut, (Mr. Smitu] the 
right was a vested right. So far as regards the 
widows and children cf persons then deceased, it 


| was a gratuity; but, in reference to those. after- 


wards entering the service, the promise of the 
Government was unquestionably a vested right, 
Mr. SMITH replied briefly, showing that his 
admissions could not correctly be applied in favor 
of the docirine of vested rights, having been made 
simply in reference to gratuities for past services. 
He was willing to give all gratuities premised, 
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but not for continuing the future.action of an im- 
provident act. 

Mr. PHELPS was desirous of expressing his 
views on this subject; but, with a view of accom- 


modating the chairman of the Committee on Naval 


Affairs, be would move to postpone the further 
consideration of the bill now before the Senate, for 
the purpose of proceeding to the special order of the 
day. 

The further consideration of the bill was then 
postponed. 

SUPPRESSING THE VENDING OF LOTTE- 
: RY TICKETS. 

The bill to suppress the vending of lottery tiek- 
ets in the District of Columbia, came up in order 
on its third reading. 

Mr. YOUNG said he had received a note from 
an agent in this city, informing him that he had 
addressed a communication to the Senate on the 
subject of this bill, and protesting against its pas- 
sage, as it would be a violation of his contract with 
the city of Alexandria for disposing of lottery tick- 
ets, &c, He called for the reading of the commu- 
nication. 

Tbe CHAIR stated that it had been referred to 
the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. BAYARD read the letter referred to, signed 
by J. W. Maury, agent of Gregory & Co., in rela- 
tion to the interference of the bill with the vested 
rights derived by them from the corporate authori- 
ties of Alexandria, under the law of Congress 
granting a charter to that city, and a lottery to 
raise funds to improve the streets and wharves of 
that place. They bad contracted with the corpo- 
rate authorities of Alexandria, under its charter, to 
dispose of the lottery scheme at the rate of $5,000 
annually, That contract, formed on the faith of 
the law of Congress, will not expire for three years. 
This bill goes to abolish the system after the Ist of 
January, 1843. Mr. B. said the committee main- 
tained that the power granted the city of Alexan- 
dria was a local one, and that it was not permitted 
by the law to exercise the power, or to authorize 
it to be exercised, beyond its own limits. 

The agent of Gregory & Co. contends that they 
have the power of vending lottery tickets any where 
in the District, and the committee contend that 
they have not. He (Mr. B.) referred to the opin- 
ion of the Supreme Court, as delivered by Chief 
Justice Marvhail, on this specific point. He says 
that no words are to be found in the charter look- 
ing beyond the limits of the corporation. Mr. B, 
read the opinion in full, to sustain his argaiment 
that there could be no vested right to vend these 
tickets beyond ihe ety of Alexandria. ‘There was 
no violation of contract, inasmuch as the corpora- 
tion had no such power as that claimed; and, 
knowing they had not, they made a condition in 
the contract with Gregory & Co., that if their as- 
sumed right was interfered with by Congress, they 
should have power to withdraw the contract. 
Bat, by this bill, whatever there was of vested 
right under a legitimate contact, was fully pro- 
tected, The act is prospective. The vending is to 
cease on the Ist of January, 

The bill was then read the third time and passed. 

At Mr. TAPPAN’S request, a joint resolution 
reported by the Committee on the Library, for dis- 
tributing to members of Congress a copy each of 
surplus copies of the Catalogue of tbe Library of 
Congress, was taken up and read twice. Oa the 
question of its third reading, 

Mr. KING said he thought they ought to be re- 
turned by the members at the end of each session. 
They could be of no use to them athome. He 
preferred leaving them in the library, to be called 
for by members of Congress as they were wanted. 
He was opposed to the resolution, 

Mr. TAPPAN farther explained this matter. 

The question was then taken by couni; and 
13 yeas, and 12 nays only voting, (which was no 
quoram,) a fresh count was called for; when 22 vo- 
ting in ‘the affirmative, the resolulion was ordered 
to be read a third time. 

The bill from the House, entitled An aet to re- 
quire foreign regulations of coramerce to be laid 
annually before Congres, was taken up, read tae 
first and second time, and 

On motion of Mr, HUNTINGTON, was consid. 
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ered as in committee of the whole, reported to the 
Senate, and read thé third time, and passed, 
FURLOUGHS IN THE NAVY. 

r. ARCH moved to take up the special 
order of the day; which being agreed to, 

e Senate Bi No. 185, in relation to furloughs 

in the. United States navy, was taken up as in com- 
mittee ef the whole, and some amendments recom- 
mended <by fhe Committee on Naval Affairs were 
read, A - 
Mr. BAYARD explained the first amendment. 
As the law now stands, no officer can be put on 
furlough without his consent. No matter how in- 
efficient any officer may be, the department could 
not put him on farloagh. It is now proposed to 
authorize the Secretary of the Navy to put an offi- 
cer on furlough without his consent, but not for a 
shorter period than three years; but, with his con- 
sent, to any period. If this limitation were not 
made, the Secretary might pat an officer on fur- 
lough, and keep him in expectation of being called 
out, though al a reduced rate of pay; but, by fixing 
the period of farjough to three years, the cfficer 
might have an opportunity of eking out his pay, by 
applying bimself to something else. 

Mr. CALHOUN observed that, if he understood 
the matter, it was a resort to the half-pay system. 
If that was the object, he would rather see itopenly 
avowed, than attempted in this covert way. Would 
it not be best to psstpone this bill? 

Mr. ARCHER said the object was to resort to 
the half-pay system. 

Mr. BAYARD explained that there were 68 
captains in the service; and suppose there were 5 
of them superannuated or inefficient—is the Secre- 
tary to kep them waiting ordeis at $1,200 a year, 
or to put them on farlough at $800? That was 
the whole question. It was a question of economy, 

Mr. ARCHER was sure that, if the Senator from 
South Carolina would consider the matter fully, he 
would see that both the in‘erests of the service and 
the treasury required this arrangement. He pointed 
out the inconvenience which the Secretary of the 
Navy suffered, by having no power to lay aside 
on furlough or half-pay inefticient or unfit persons. 

Mr. CALHOUN remarked that he considered 
the question as presented by the bill, and the re- 
marks of the Senator, as one of money, It waza 
narrow mole of meeting a great question; and, in 
his opinion, whilst this bill would remove one 
evil, if at the same time weuld incur a still greater, 
Moreover, the bill granted the Secretary very great 
powers—\he power to pronounce upon the com- 
pelency or incompeteney of officers, and to give 
them pay accordingly, “He thought this bill would 
tend still further to relax the system prevailing in 
the navy, and increase the want of siriet diseiphine. 
Ot late, the couzt-martials were too much in the 
habit of acquitting men who ought to be dis- 
charged. 

He felt the diffculty of acting upon this question. 
That something should be done in relation to meri- 
torious officers, who may have grown inefficent, he 
admitted; but he was opposed to attaining the cbject 
in this indirect manner. fe did not think the 
course proposed in this bill would be popular in 
the country. Though this was a great question, 
and not lightly to be decided, he was induced to 
prefer an honorable discharge, instead of the pro- 
posed mode in this bill. ‘This subject, which was 
now Presented as a question of money, was some 
years ago under consideration ja this body. He 
preferred that it should be postponed until the 
te Next session, inasmuch as a few months 
would make no material difference in the action of 
Congress. 

Mr. BAYARD observed that ke had made a re- 
port early in the session; and if the Senator had 
looked inio thatrepurt, he would have found the 
matter fully adverted to. As to its being a tremen- 
dous power, it is one coeval with the existence of 
the Government. The discretion of the Secretary 
of the Navy was not changed in any respect, but in 
relation to the mere question of pay. He cannot 
be compelled to employ the officer; therefore he ex- 
ercises the same control over him now, as faras 
his services go, ashe would under this bill. He 
contrasted the <ystem of the British naval service, 
in respect to officers on haif-pay, with the United 
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States system of keeping officers off duty awaiting 
orders, with a view of showing the advantages of 
the half-pay system to the service, and to the treas- 
sury, over the system of waiting orders on full pay. 
The bill was, in effect, confined to the mere ques. 
tion of economy in pay. 

Mr. CHOATE was of the opinion that the bill 
did some good, saved some money, and did no 
harm. So far, therefore, he was in favor of it. 
If the subject requires more mature consideration, 
it can be done next session. What is now done, 
will not prevent the action of Congress then. The 
saving will be $25 000 a year, and that was no in- 
considerable recommendation at this time. 

Mr. ARCHER said the benefit to be conferred 
by this bill was not, as supposed by the Senator, 
inconsiderable. If it bea real benefit to the United 
States that incompetent and inefficient persons 
ought not to receive as much compensation as 
active and eficient officers, this bill would effect 
that object. There would be a great benefit by 
having some mode of putting thore inefficient per- 
sons on half-pay. What other way can the Sena- 
tor from South Carolina point out, of getting rid of 
inefficient or improper persons in the United States 
navy? There are many old officers who, knowing 
their own inefficiency, do not wish to remain on 
full pay awaiting orders, 

Mr. BAYARD held in his hand a memorial 
signed by 40 or 50 officers of the navy, expressing 
their hearty concurrence in the propriety of the 
principle of the bill. 

Mr. WOODBURY said he did not doubt but that 
the operation of this bill would be different from 
that supposed by some who had diseussed it. Per- 
haps we should pa:s it, or some law on the sub- 
ject, He thought, however, that there were not 
more than six captains who should be put upon 
furlough. [Mr. Arcuer. “Feurtcen] As to 
saving $30,000 or $40,000 a year by it, he regarded 
the idea as wholly visionary. The post-captains 
wouid not wish to be put on half pay, but regarded 
it as a degradation. Though old, they were effi- 
cient, and competent to perform the services re- 
quired of them. There might be a few cases, where 
men had suffered by wounds, cr had become de- 
ranged, and could not be employed by the Secre- 
tary. In the lower grades, too, there might be ens 
terprising and active men who would become tired 
of remaining on shore, and would want a long fur- 
lough, to enable them to go to the East Indies, or 
elsewhere. In such cases, the bill might have a 
beneficial operation. 

Mr. WILLIAMS pointed out some specific cases 
of ¢fiicers for many years having been passed over, 
and not called into service, and whom it would be 
improper to cail into service; yet they were receive 
ing full pay. There was, in his opinion, an abso- 
lute necessity, in. such cases, of restoring to the 
Secretary of the Navy the power of placing those 
persons on half-pay. 

Mr. CALHOUN said he bad no doubt there were 
cases in which this bill would have a beneficial Op- 
eration. He was, however, opposed to the extra- 
ordinary power to be given to the Secretary by this 
bill. He thought there should be positive legisla- 
tion, deseribing the cases in which the Secretary 
should exercise the power granted to him. True, 
the Secretary, in most instances, might, out ef re- 
gard to his own popularity, not abuse his power, 
Yet the system would produce relaxation in the dis- 
cipline of the navy; and, ten years hence, large 
numbers of officers, in addition to those at the present 
time, would be found quartered upoa the shore. 
He professed as strong a respect for meritorious 
officers, and as strong a disposition to provide for 
them, as any one; but he could not consent to a 
sysiem, the tendency of which he thought would 
be to relax discipline, and provide quarters on shore 
for a number of officers, who would avail them- 
selves of the bill, and leave the service on halfa 
pay. 

The amendments were then adcpted. 

Tae bill was then reported to the Senate; and, 
the amendments being concurred in, it was order- 
ed to be engrossed for a third reading. 

NAVAL SCHOOLS. 

Senate bill providing for the establishment of 

schools of instruction in the naval service of the 


United States, was next taken up,.as in committee 
-of the whole, and read. 

Mr. ARCHER moved to fill the first blank with 
$800 per annum for instructors in the modern lan- 
guages; which was adopted. 

Mr. ARCHER moved to fill the next blank with 
$5,000; which was also adopted. . 

The bill was then reported back to the Serate, 
and the amendments concurred in. 

Mr. WILLIAMS was in favor of the system of 
a school for the naval service; but he was appre- 
hensive that this attempt to establish five schools 
would fail. When officers of the navy are ap- 
pointed to those schools, they are taken from the 
regular service; and a necessity is created for filling 
their places. The pay of officers for one school 
would be $24,000; if three schools are established, 
the pay of officers will be $72,000. This would 
be a considerable increase of expense. He appre- 
hended, when the experiment was tried in five 
sehools, there would be a failure. He thought one 
school would be found more successful. 


Mr. ARCHER said the subject had been under 
consideration from the beginning of the session. It 
was notorious that it has been often matter of 
surprise, that, while the United States had taken 
such pains to benefit the service of the country by 
a military academy, no exertion had been made to 
establish a corresponding naval academy. He 
pointed out that, by the proposition of the bill, 
there would be no additional expense but that of 
$5,000 for furniture, and the pay of teachers; as 
tnere would be no additional pay for officers, ra- 
tions, or locations. He explained the reason for 
selecting vacant forts for the location of these 
schools. He could imagine no plan so free from 
expense, or so acceptable to the country and the 
Government. 

Mr. BAYARD explained at some length the ben- 
efits to be derived from such institutions. 

The bill was then read a third time; and, on the 
question of its passage— 

Mr. ALLEN called for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 

Mr. CALHOUN made a few observations not 
distinctly heard. 

Mr. KING suggested the propriety, by general 
consent, of altering the bill so as to authorize an 
experiment to be made on one school only. 

Mr. ARCHER explained, that there would be 
greater expense and danger of failing in attempt- 
ing one school, than in trying the number proposed 
by the bill. 

Mr. ALLEN said he had no doubt but that na- 
val schools might bave benefits attending them; but 
if now established, he feared they would, like West 
Point, degenerate. The West Point academy had 
become a nursery for wealthy young men, who ob- 
tained their education at the public expense, and 
then entered on the practice of Jaw or the pursuit 
of some other profession. If these schools could 
be confined to the sons of poor widows, or of offi- 
cers who have fallen in the service of their conn- 
try, he might approve of them; but he feared they 
would become mere places where public men 
would get their own relations and friends educated 
atthe public expense. : 

He estimated that 3 out of 4 of the young men 
educated at West Point retired from that place to 
practise law, or to enter some profession. He re- 
garded service on board cf a ship as the best school 
to which the young men of the navy could go. At 
present, they entered at the age of 13 or 14, and 
had every facility to acquire experience of all kinds 
In their long life—travelling every quarter of the 
globe—they were afforded opportunities to acquire 
information upon all subjects. Ele did not oppose 
the bill before the Senate on account cf any op- 
position to the navy or army service; but beeause 
the institutions to be created would degenerate, and 
become, like West Point, a place of patronage, 
where the sons of the rich, and those able to edu- 
cate them, would obtain commissions, instead of 
those of humbler, but equally worthy parentage. 
He expressed it as his opinion that the academy at 
West Point should be remodelled, ifnot entirely 
dispensed with. 

Mr. CHOATE advocated the measure at some 
jength, 
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Mr. ARCHER observed that the objection of 
the Senator from Ohio was to any school at all, as 
well as to the five schools proposed. He was sure 
the Senator from South Carolina could not be op- 
posed to any naval school for this Government. 
At 14 years of age, a young man can go into the 
navy as midshipman. How far can he be quali- 
fied to make an able officer at that age? An effi- 
cient naval officer should be well instrucied in 
many things, besides the mere working of a ship. 
Very often the highest questions of diplomacy are 
necessarily referred to the officers of the navy. He 
had always thought itan opprobrium to this Gov- 
ernment that it had gone to no expense, and had 
made no adequate effort to provide efficient off- 
cers trained from their youth for the service. All 
who, with him,gattached importance to the real 
value of the naval service, would unite with him in 
sustaining this bill. 

Mr. ALLEN said the navy had been the boast 


„of the country, and the wender of the world, with- 


out these land-lubber schools. He would ask 
where did the men who achieved the glory of onr 
navy, during the last war, acquire their educa- 
tion? He had been struck with the general in- 
telligence of the young men in the navy. It was 
the result of an honorable ambition—not of the 
discipline of Jand-lubber schools. What! educate 
a sailor in a cloister! Set a man down in the dark 
retreat of a college cell, to learn how to manage a 
ship in a sterm! No, sir, Send him to sea, and 
there let him Jearn how to control the elements. 
It is because this has been the practice, that the 
young men in our naval service are, taken asa 
body, better educated than these in the army. 
It isin consequence cf the stimulus to exertion 
which they have by being placed in service at an 
early age. I would place the navy upon a martial 
principie; and Jet ambition, and not the rod of the 
schoolmaster, be the inducement to exertion and to 
the improvement of young naval officers in intel- 
ligence and in practical science at the same time. 
Sir, the ancients understood these things. They 
did not permit their youth to be immured in the 
closet, prosing over books. They sent them to 
the gymnasium, and inured them to bodily exercise. 
It is this commingling of science wiih study that 
hes made our young men in the navy what they 
are. When itis made apparent that the navy of 
the United States is inferior to that of Great Britain 
or of France, or any other country, in regard to the 
efficiency and intelligence of the officers, then it will 
be time enough to inquire into the causes of ihatin- 
feriority, and to provide a remedy. Bat while 
on all hands it is admitted that our flag has never 
been tarnished or dishonored by the inefficiency of 
our naval officers, I eannot perceive the necessity 
for an alteration in our system. If you create 
these schools, instead of young men going into the 
navy with high ambition to distinguish themselves 
in the service of their country, they will content 
themselves with the mean motive of receiving their 
instruction at the expense of Government, and 
then retire to the professions of Jaw or physic, or 
continue dependents upon Government for support 
without exertion. It is tbe everlasting and in- 
variable nature of such things to deteriorate, and 
no legislation can avoid it. Suppose a Con- 
gressional schocl were established in Washington, 
to educaie men in politics: who would be the 
successful applicants for admission? The sons of 
Senators, of Presidents, and of Vice Presidents. The 
great mass of the people would receive no benefit 
whatever from such institutions. The benefit 
would be enjoyed by the vigilant few. How has 
it been at West Point? The institution, a litle 
time ago, was surcharged; and the difficulty was, 
how to diminish the number. It became necessary 
to get rid ofsome. A young boy of my State, waa 
was fortunate enough to get admitted, was dismiss 
ed, because, upon examination by a board of physi- 
cians, it was found that he had a hoarseness——one 
of the finest and mest hearty boys I ever saw, 
You should look wel! to the establishment cf sech 
institutions, whose tendency is always to deterio- 
rate. I believe that naval schools will do more 
harm to the navy than any one act which Congress 
could devise. It would have the effect of lowering 


the standard of ambition; creating a fund by which 
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young men will be educated, not for a naval life, 
bat a life of indolence; and establishing a scheme 
of patronage, of which you may rest assured a fa- 
vored few will reap the benefit. 

Mr. KING had none of the fears entertained by 
the Senator from Ohio. He should. prefer an €x- 
periment of one school at first; but, if he could not 
get the bill modified to that extent, he would vote 
for the bill, even as itis. There were professors 
on board ship already tor the instruction of mid- 
shipmen. Wouldyt not be of great importance 
to midshipmen not on duty, to have these schools 
to resort to, for completing their education? 


Mr. BAYARD suggested one thing, which, he 
thought, would remove all difficulty. He had 
looked into the bill, and found in it a provision-that 
the Secretary of the Navy should have the power 
of sending sixteen pupils to any oneschocl. These, 
really, were the only new pupils; for the midship- 
men would make no difference, as their education 
is already undertaken. He would propose to 
strike out that provision, by unanimous consent. 

Mr. ARCHER accepted the proposition. 

Mr. BAYARD said the malter really was this: 
that the number of midshipmen now in the service 
cannot be increased, as the law stands, Every 
midshipman is to be three years in the service bes 
fore he can be examined for admission. The dif- 
ference would be, that these three years might be 
devoted to their education on shore, instead of at 
sea. 


Mr. SMITH of Connecticut objected to the 
whole system of forming Government hot-beds for 
stimulatmg one class of individuals to rise at the 
expense cf the public, above the natural talents, 
enterprise, and ability of other individuals. Itis 
raising up a barrier against the latter, and shutting 
them out from the fruits of honorable ambition, 
which ought to be left open to the sons of every 
citizen, and not confined to a favored few. 

Mr. ALLEN considered the whole system of 
military aud naval schools asystem of political 
patronage. 

Mr. SEVIER understood the object of this bill 
to be to change the plan cf schooling midshipmen, 
from on board ship, to these forts, 


Mr. ARCHER said there was no naval school 
at all at present. The object of the bill was to pro- 
vide five schools. 

Mr. SEVIER did not then see any objection to 
the bill. The Secretary of the Navy says that 
there are 100 supernumerary midshipmen now in 
tne service, who have to die or resign, before any 
new appointments can be made. He bad told him 
(Mr. 8) that if the law as it now exists should 
become permanent, it would be 20 or 25 years 
before he could have achance of making anew 
appointment. He thousht the law must be either 
changed, or the lads of 16 years of age now, would 
have to be kept at school till they are old men be- 
fore they will be required in aciual service. 

Mr. BUCHANAN remarked that he should not 
have said a word upon this bill but for the fact 
that the yeas and pays had been called. Inasmuch, 
however, as he had determined to vote against it, 
and did not wish to be considered hostile to the 
navy, or to education, he would say a few words 
in explanation of his vote. He thought that we 
were a nation of magnificent ideas; but, unforiu- 
nately, we had not the money to carry them out. 
This bill contained about as splendid a scheme as 
wasever before Congress. If it was confined to 
the. establishment ef one school only, he would not 
oppose it. Bat what did it prepose? To trans- 
fer five of our fortifieations from the superinten- 
dence of the War Department to that of the Navy 
Depariment, which hereafter was to have excla- 
sive control over them. Thus five of our military 
fortifications, erected at great expense, for the pro- 
tection of our people, were to be pnt in the possession 
of the Navy Department. And why? Five schools 
were to be established: to teach whom? At present 
there were 490 midshipaen, each of whom was re- 
quired to serve three years on ship before he could 
be examined. Therefore, the number who could 
be in these schools at once amounted to 108. At 
this time of the day, when we were reducing all our 
expenditures, and it bad been determined that no 
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more midsbipmen should be appointed, he could 
not vote for such a measure as this. 

But it had been said that this measure would 
cost but little. [Mr. Arcuer. 1 said it would be 

‘a saving.| Yes, that would save money to the 
Government! This was the way in which all 
these schemes were insinuated into favor. Let us 
see what it will cost. The Secretary of the Navy 
is to have an appropriation of $2,000, to fit out the 
five fortifications for the purposes of naval schools. 
Wow, does any one suppose that $400 each would 
be sufficient to place these fortifications in a proper 
condition for schools? Four hundred dollars to 
convert into schools fortifications erected at the ex- 
pense of millions! 

But the Secretary is also authorized to appoint as 
many teachers of foreign languages as he may 
think fit, at $800 per annum, and two rations per 
day. How many officers are you creating by this 
authority? You know not. There is no limit pat 
upon the Secretary. His power is unlimited, and 
language is general. Again: $1,000 is to be appro- 
priated to the purchase of a model steam-engine for 
each of the five schools. Here is $5000 for the 
use of model engines—-to teach what? To teach the 
boys, who should know theiruseand application. To 
be used where? At the fortifications, instead of on 
the ships where they are applied, and their power 
brought into play. In addition to these items, the 
bill proposes to appropriate $5,000 for the purchase 
of necessary furniture and for contingent expenses. 

He admitted that the navy- had covered itself 
with glory, and that its officers were intelligent 
men. He was willing to give them proper instruc- 
tion; and had the Secretary proposed to establish 
one, instead of five schools, he would not have 
determined to vo'e against the bill, At pres- 
ent, however, when Congress was reducing 
all the expenses of the Government, and when 
the midshipmen would be reduced, he could 
not consent to any such proposition as the one 
before the Senate. This scheme was but the 
foundation for a larger establishment. West 
Point Academy was started upon a much less ap- 
propriation. Get these fortifications into the power 
of the Secretary. of the Navy, and, ere long, there 
will be a magoificent establishment, and the Secre- 
tary soon clothed with the power to send whom he 
pleases to these schools, to be educated by the 
Government. 


The Senator from Ohio [Mr. Arten] bad related 
an anecdote abcut his boy at West Point. He 
(Mr. B ) could also tell one of as fine a looking 
fellow as he ever saw, who came to his room afew 
days since,and made complaint that he had been 
turned away from West Point. The young man 
had passed his examination; bat the surgeon pro- 
nounced him near-vighied. The young man de- 
clared that he could see as good az any one, and 
could at any time killa squirrel cna tree at sixiy 
yards. He (Mr. B.) sent him to the Representa- 
tive of his distict to act upon the case, This was 
not the first case of ibe kind which had occurred. 
He himself knew six or seven who had been turn- 
ed away from Wes! Point for defects in their con- 
stitution, who protested they had never been sick 
in their lives, [Laughter.] 

He conciuled by repeating his declaration that 
he could not vote for the bill in its present form. 

Mr. SIMMONS suggested that, as there was 
some objection to the nember of schools, two 
might be stricken cut~-leaving three to be tried for | 
experiment. 

Mr. ARCHER accepied the propasition. | 

The CHAIR asked the Senator from Connecti- |] 
cut if he withdrew his objection? 

Mr. SMI VH consented to suspend his objection, | 
for the purpose of admitting the amendments. 

Mr. CALHOUN thought if one central school 
was established, in which ail the forces intended to 
be scattered on several instiintions were concentra- || 
ted, it would be vastly better than makisg this 
scheme of several schoo's. 

Mr. ARCHER moved a reconsideration of the 
vote ordering the bill to be engrossed for a third 
reading. H 

The motion was agreed tlo; and the vote was 
reconsidered. =~ | I 

Mr. KING suggested the propriety of postponing i 


the bill till to-morrow, for the purpose of having 
the amendments adjusted. i 

Mr. ARCHER moved an adjournment, in com- 
pliance with the suggestion; and, 


Several engrossed bills from the House being ; 


first signed by the Chair, 
The Senate sdjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, Avgust 8, 1842. , 

Mr. S. MASON inquired whether this was not 
resolution day. ; 

The SPEAKER replied in ‘he affirmative, 

Mr. S. MASON said the State of Ohio was the 
first in order, then; and he submitted the following 
resolution, on which ke moved the previous ques- 
tion: 

Resolved by the House of Representatives. (the Senate 
concurring,) ‘Chat the President of the Senate and the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives be directed to close the pres. 
ent session of Congress, by an adjournmentof their respecuve 
Houses, on Monday, the 22d day of August instant, at 2 o’clock, 
p. m. of that day. 

The previous question was sustained, and the 
resolution was adopted without a division. 

Mr. CALVARY MORRIS offered the following 
resolution, on which he moved the previous ques- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be directed to fur- 
nish to such members of the present House of Representatives 
ashave notalready received them, such books as were fur- 
nished to the members of the last House; Provided, That this 
resolution shall not be construed to authorize the reprinting 
of any of said books, 

The previous question was sustained by the 
House. 


Mr. SMITH of Virginia called for the yeas and 
nays on the adoption of the resolution; and after 
much confusion, and some irregular conversation, 
they were ordered, and resulted as follows: yeas 90, 
nays 74. 

Mr. BIRDSEYE offered the following resolu- 
tion, and it was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be directed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a post-route from Manlius Depot, on the Syracuse and 


Utica railroad, to the village of ‘Mathews’s Mills, in the county 
of Onondaga, andstateof New York. 


CONTESTED ELECTION BILL. 


On the motion of Mr. HALSTED, the House 
resolved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Fessenpen in the chair,) 
‘and proceeded with the consideration of the “bill 
regulating the taking of testimony in cases of con- 
tested elections, and for other purposes,” 

A’ motion which was pending when this bill was 
last in committee, to strike out the first section, 
Was now put, and negatived, 

Mr. HOUSTON moved to strike out the second 
section, and insert the following; which was agreed 
io: 

And be it further enacted, That if such officer or board 
shall negiect tu perform the duty required of theu by the pre- 
ceding’section, it shali be the duty of such Clerk to receive in 
lieu thereof, such determination, commission, or proclamation, 
oraduly authenticated copy of the same, from the member 
elect, to prepare his tist accordingly. But no other evi- 
dence of a return shail be received by said Clerk, or authorize 
a member to take part in the organization of the ilouge. 


The sections from the 34 to the 12ih, both inclu- 
Sive, were passed without observation, 


Mr. HABERSHAM moved to amend the 13th 
Section, which gave powers to the judges and jus- 
tices of courts of record, who ate authorized to 
take affidavits in election cases, in the following 
words: 


“Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That, when any such 
officer shall be applied 10, by either party to the contest, it 
shall be his duty to appoint, m writing, a time and place for 
taking such depositions; and he is hereby authorized and re- 
quired, at the request of either party, to 2 subpoenas, under 
his hand, to compel the attendance of witnesses before hin; 
and, in case of a wilful refusal of any witness duly sul ponaed, 
whose fees have been paid or tendered, to attend as reyaired by 
such subpeena, or to be qualified. or to testify, [he is further 
authorized to impose such fine and inflict such penalty on such 
witness, for his disebedience, as such officer may deem right: 
Provided, That such fine shall not exceed one hundred dollars, 
and such penalty six months’ imprisonment: And provided, 
also, ‘That no witness shail be compelled to attend out of the 
county where he may reside or be served with the subpeena.”’} 


He proposed to strike out the words after the 
word “testify,” (which we have placed within 
brackeis,) and insert the following: 


Such refusal to qualify or te testify shall be taken and deemed 
tobe prima facie evidence of the facts to prove which he was 
sabpenaed to testify to: Provided, That the party in whose 


bad 


behalf he was subpoenaed to testify shall, previously’ to the 
issuing of such subpeena, make and file with the. magistrate ig- 
suing such subpcena, a statement, under oath, of the facts which 
he expects to prove by the said witness. 


Mr. HALSTED opposed the amendment, be- 
lieving that it would not be productive of any good. 
The gentleman from Georgia was mistakén, he-ap- 
prehended, as to the power committed to justices of 
the peace. In every State of the Union, justices 
of the peace who bad the power to try civil casés, _ 
(and he believed they possessed that right in most 
of the States,) had, in connexion with it, the power 
to issue subpcenas for witnesses, to commit. them 
for disobedience of that process, and for contempts, 
and to fine them for refusing to testify. The only 


. question was, as to what extent the power to en- 


force testimony should be given to justices of the 
peace, or other officers. Gentlemen differed as to 
the extent to which this power should be granted; 
some believing that a fine of $50, and imprison- 
ment for 30 days, was not going too far; while 
others thought that $20 fine, and 10 days’ imprison- 
ment, would be sufficient. The object was te come 
pel the attendance of witnesses; and provided this 
could be done, he had no preference fora high 
penalty over a moderate one. On this subject gen- 
tlemen could judge for themselves. Some thought 
that the power given in this section might be abused; 
but he had no apprehensions on this score. The 
very fact that, in times of great political excite- 
ment, party feeling would induce witnesses to ab- 
sent themselves, to withhold their testimony, and 
even to refuse to testify altogether, was a powerful 
reason why sufficient coercive authority should be 
given to the magistrates. 


Mr. BOFTS now offered to amend that part of 
the bill propesed to be stricken cut, by striking out 
the thirty days’ imprisonment, 

Mr. FILLMORE observed that he should regret 
very much the passing of a bill cf this importance, 
which would be entirely nugatory in one of its most 
essential provisions. It must be recollected that, 
in times of strong political excitement, great in- 
dueements wou'd be held out to witnesses to withe 
hold their testimony; and, withcut sufficient means 
to compel their testimony, the bill would be entirely 
nugatory, and they would have no means of judg- 
ing in cases of contested elections. No fine would 
be imposed, unless there was a refusal to testify. 
For his part, he feared that the penalty would be 
too light; and he ventured to assert that there would 
be cases of contested elections where a fine of $50 
would be no object with the recusant witnesses. It 
was idle to talk about taking testimony, unless suf- 
ficient power was given to the officers to compel 
the attendance of witnesses. in the cases which 
this section was intended to provide for, the wit. 
nesses would be the very persons who would give 
the fraudulent votes, and who would have power- 
ful personal as well as political motives for refusing 
to testify. Without retaining this section, he 
thought they had better abandon the Dill alto- 
gether. 

Mr. HABERSHAM here modified his amend- 
ment; and, at the suggestion of Mr. KOTTS, agreed 
to lay it aside for the present, with the view of 
drawing up another, that would be more acceptabie 
to all parties. 

Mr. GWIN moved the following, as an additional 
section to the bill: 

Beit further enacted, That the election of Representatives 
to serve in the 28th Congress of the United States may be by 
districts or by general ucket, as heretofore practised in the 
several States respectively; anything in this act, or in the act 
entived “An act for the apportionment of Representatives 
among the several States, according to the sixth census,” 


passed atthe present session of Congress, to the contrary not- 
withstanding. 


The CHAIR decided it was not in order. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved to strike out the fol- 
lowing words in the 20ih section: 

“When an election is by a general ticket, in any State, the 


whole State shal! be deemeda congressional district, within the 
meaning of this act and,” 


Mr. F. observed that this was necessary to make 
the bili conform to the apportionment bill, as it 
passed this House. : 

Mr. GWIN was opposed to striking out the 
words indicated by the gentleman from New York. 
He said he was induced to propose this additional 
section to the bill, which had just been declared 
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out of order, to avoid the difficulties: that must re- 
sult from the 24 section of the apportionment 
law, requiring the States to elect members of Con- 
giéss by districts. This portion of the law had 
been passed unexpectedly to the country, and 
found: many States unable to comply with its re- 
quisitions, if they were even disposed to do so, 
unless at a heavy expense of calling extra ses- 
sions of the Legislatures. Such was the case 
with the State of Mississippi. Members of Con- 
gress are elected in that State by. general ticket. 
‘Fhe last Legislature clothed the Governor with 
power to issue his proclamation for the election 
of the number of members the State would be en- 
titled to under the new apportion ment—-the elece 
tion to take place at the same time of the State 
elections, in November, 1843. The. Legislature 
will not meet again until after that election, un- 
less convened by the proclamation of the Gov- 
ernor. The State treasury was now in a most 
exhaugted condition, and the expense of an extra 
session of the Legislature would be severely felt 
by the people, already overburdened with taxa- 
tion. The Governor of Mississippi is an econo- 
mist in practice as well as profession—utterly op- 
posed to imposing unnecessary burdens upon the 
people. He was elected to carry out these prin- 
ciples, and he would do it. He (Mr. G.) depre- 
eated, as’ much as any ‘member of the House, a 
collision between the State and Federal authori- 
ties;-and it was to avoid this collision that he was 
anxious to except the electicns to the 28th Con- 
gress from the 24 seclion of the apportionment 
aw. 


Many States had refused to bow to the behests 
of that law. Many more would; and, among them, 
he believed the State he bad the honor in part to 
represent would be one. In the first place, ke had 
no idea the Governor would convene the Legisla- 
ture. If in this he was mistaken, he was confi- 
dent, if convened, that body would not obey the man- 
date which we have sent to the States, to elect 
members of Congress only by districts. He be- 
lieved a large majority of the people of his State 
were opposed to this mandate, and would resist it. 
‘Jt was to prevent such an issue that he wished the 
elections to the next Congress excepted from the 
operation of this mandate. Let the people’s Rep- 
resentatives to the 28ih Congress take their seats 
as they may be sent here by the State laws, and 
let them pass upon this mandamus, and he believed 
they would expunge it from the statute-book as ut- 
terly at war with the spiritand letter of the Con- 
stitution; for if Congress assumes the power of 
directing the congressional elections, which has re- 
mained dormant for fifty years, it must assume 
it wholly, and not in part; for we cannot arrogantly 
say to the ‘States, “You must lay off congression- 
al districts.” But he would not go into this subject 
at this time. Jt was one of the many acts of this 
Congress, for which the majority will be tried at 
the bar of public opinion; and to the enlightened 
judgment of the people he was willing to submit 
the question, and abide by the result. Until that 
opinion is expressed, let us postpone the operation 
of this second section. It wasa novel act of legis. 
lation, unlooked for by the people, and unsustain- 
ed by their voice. Ifit is persevered in, it must end 
in unpleasant collisions in the various departments 
of our complicated form of government, in which 
Congress will be defeated, if not disgraced; and we 
had better beat an. honorable retreat before the 
battle commences. 

‘After some remarks from Mr. EVERETT, in 
too low a tone to be reported — 

‘Mr. ROOSEVEL F observed that the section, as 
it now stood, was in perfect coincidence with a 
celebrated document. which the President had de- 
posited in the Department of State, on giving his 
sanction to the apportionment bill. This section 
admitted that, though Congress had provided for 
the district system, yet that it would be proper for 
the Legislatures of the several States to consider 
the act as advisory, and not mandatory; and all 
those Siates that elected under the general-ticket 
system to adopt the district system, orto continue to 
hold their elections under their presentlaws, asmight 
be mest convenient to them. Mr. R. wished the 


proviso to remain in the bill, because it would ope- 


rate as an acknowledgment that the act was adviso- 
ry, and by this means avoid collision between this 
House and the States, Situated as his State now 
was, the elections about to take place in it might 
be considered utterly null and void by a different 
consiruction; for, ia consequence of a difference of 


opinion between the Governor and one of the’ 


branches of the Legislature, he might put his veto 
on the districting law, and thus tbe State would be 
without a representation in the 28th Congress, 
The same difficulty existed, he believed, in Penn- 
sylvania; for he had just learned that the Governor 
had veiced the act passed by the Legislature for dis- 
tricting that State, and that it also was in danger 
of being unrepresented in the next Congress. 

Mr. FESSENDEN addressed the committee in 
favor of the amendment, (Mr. Briaas having taken 
the chair for him.) 

The question was then taken, and the amerd- 
ment was adopted—ayes 84, noes 52. 

The remaining sections, to the 26h inclusive, 
were passed without amendment. The 27th sec- 
tion was in the following terms: 


Spe, 27. And beit further enacted, That whenever a con- 
test shall take place under this act, the sitting and contesting 
member shal] be paid as follows: Ist. If the seatis awarded 
by the decision of the House to the contesting member, he shall 
be paid his mileage and per diem allowance from the com- 
mencement of the session, in the same manner as though he 
had been duly returned, and taken his seat; and the sitting mem- 
ber shall be paid his mileage and his per diem up to the timethe 
contest shall be decided; and each shall also be paid the amount 
which he has paid to the officer authorized to take the testimony, 
for taking the same, and a copy thereof, and for Witnesses’ fees, 
in pursuance of this act. 2d. In case the sitting member 
shali be removed from-his seat on such contest, then he only 
shall be paid his mileage and per diem allowance as above di- 
rected; and both shall be paid the costs and fees aforesaid. 3d. 
In case the contestoy shail faii either to obtain the seat for him- 
self, or remove the sitting member, then the sitting member 
alone shall be paid his fees and costs aforesaid; and no other or 
further allowance shall be made to either party, directly or in- 
directly, except as ak ove provided.” 


Mr. BOTTS moved to strike out the words 


“and each shall also be paid the amount which he has paid 
to the officer authorized to take the testimony, for taking the 
same, and a copy thereof, and for witnesses’ fees, in pursuance 
of this act.” 


Mr. LINN defended the section as it stood. 

Mr. BOTTS replied. 

Mr. FILLMORE said that the section, in its 
present form, was really democratic. He thonght 
proper fees and expenses should, on all occasions, 
be paid; otherwise, the poor man would be unable 
to contest a seat, however righteous his claim might 
be; and improper advantages would be given to 
the wealthy. He spoke at some length on this sec- 
tion. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL rose when the gentle- 
man from New York resumed his seat, and said he 
had been informed that, during his speech, the gen- 
tleman from New Yerk had said that a person who 
some time since contested a seat, had been paid 
$1,000 for witnesses and expenses, to which he 
was not entitled. Now he (Mr. InaerseLt) wished 
to know whether the gentleman from New York 
had alluded to him? 


Mr. FILLMORE frankly disclaimed having 
made any allusion to the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania. 

The discussion wascontinued by Messrs. BOTTS, 
FILLMORE, J. CAMPBELL, and TILLING- 
HAST; and the amendment was then negatived. 

An explanatory amendment was made in the 
section, on the motion of Mr. FILLMORE; and 
the sections having all been gone ihrough— 

Mr. HABERSHAM again moved an amend- 
ment of the 13th section. 

{This section gave power to punish witnesses 
for disobedience, by the imposition of such a pen- 
aity by the officers therein mentioned “fas such 
officer may deem right: Provided, That the same 
shali not exceed $50 fine, or thirty days? imprison- 
ment, or both.” The gentleman from Georgia 
{Mr. Hapersuam] moved to sirike out the words 
marked with quotation marks above, and insert the 
following:—‘as he is authorized to impose by the 
laws of the State in which he resides, in like cases, 
to be enforeed and recovered in like manner as is 
provided by law.”] ` 

This was debated by Messrs. HABERSHAM, 
FILLMORE, ROOSEVELT, EVERETT, RAN: 
DOLPH, BOTTS, and HOUSTON, and it was 
then negatived, Í 


Mr. J. CAMPBELL desired to amend the 23d . 
section, by which false swearing was deemed per- 
jury,.and to be punished accordingly; by striking 
out the following, which are the concluding words 
of the section:— é 


“And, in either case, such convict shall be punished by. im- 
prisonment at hard labor for a term not less than three, nor 
more than ten years.” 2 


He said the section provided a penitentiary pun- ` 
ishment; and as in some States there were no pen» 


-itentiaries, he moved to strike out these words, and 


insert the following: — 


And, in either case, such convict shall incur the penalties 
and disabilities provided for similar offences by the laws of the 
State or Territory where such offence shall be committed, 


Mr. FILLMORE hoped there would be uni- 
formity in our laws; but, if this amendment were 
adopted, there would be one punishment in one 
State, and another punishment in another; and 
where there was no punishment prescribed by the 
State laws, there would be no penalty. 

Tae amendment was negatived. Some other 
unimportant amendments were submitted and neg- 
atived. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD offered to amend the sec- 
ond section, by adding thereto the following pro- 
Visor 

Provided, however, That before said listshall be called over 
by the Clerk, he shall, from the members returned, appoint a 
chairman, who shall take the Speaker’s chair, and preside over 
the body until a Speaker shall be elected. Upon the Chair- 
man’s taking the chair, the Clerk shall proceed to call the roll; 
and those who answer to their names, and against whom no ob. 
jection is made, shall be regarded as members for the organiza- 
tion of the House. If, on Calling the roll, any one be objected 
to, his name shall be omitted until the roll is called through. 
If, when the roll is called through, there be a quorum against 
whom no objection has been mada, then the Clerk shall recur 
to the names objected to, and, in the order in which they were 
called, those of the quorum against whom no objection has 


been made, shall decide whether the person objected to shall 
actasa member in the organization of the House. 


Mr. C. BROWN moved to strike out that part of 
the amendment rejating to the appointment of a 
chairman: rejected. , 

The question was then taken on Mr. UNDER- 
woop’s amendment; and it was rejected. 

Mr. HALSTED moved to amend the first sec- 
tion, by inserting after the word “Representatives,” 
in the 10th line, the words “which determination, 
commission, or proclamation, shall (if the State is 
entitled to more than one Representative) desig- 
nate the particular district for which said Repre- 
sentative is elected:” rejected. 

Mr. HALSTED offered the following amend-. 
ment, to come in at the end of the first section: 


Provided he [the Clerk] shall place the name of no person on 
said list who does not appear to have been elected a Repre-. 
sentative from some single district, in pursuance of the act en» 
titled “An act forthe apportionment of Representatives among 
the several States, according to the sixth census,” approved - 
June 25, 1842. 


This amendment was agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. BOARDMAN, the commit- 
tee rose, and reported the bill to the House as 
amended. . 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina moved to 
recommit it to the Committee of the Whole, with 
instructions to restore the second section; to report 
the amendment which was offered by the gentle- 
man from Kentucky, [Mr. Unperwoon,] and re- 
jected, in relation to the organization of the House; 
and to report the amendment that was offered. by 
himself to the twenty-second section, He had , 
some doubts at first whether Congress had the 
right to adjust preliminary measures for the or- 
ganization of the House, or to adopt rules for ta- 
king testimony on the part of another House of 
Representatives. 

If the opinion advanced by some was correct— 
that the language of the Constitution, making each 
House the judge of the elections, returns, and 
qualifications of its members, applied to each 
branch of Congress, and ihe House of Represent- 
atives was the name of a corporation continually 
axisting—there would be no doubt on the subject. 
His own opinion was to the contrary. | He thought. 
the language of the Constitution applied to each 
House. Every gentleman who was acquainted 
with the inconveniences and delays to which the 
House was subjected in contested-election cases, 
and the injury inflicted on the people of a district 
—either from having no Representative; or from 
having one to whom they are opposed—must admit 
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that, if Congress had this power, it should be exer- 
eised so as to remedy the evil, provided it could be 
done without incurring a greater. After consider- 
able reflection, he had come to the conclusion that 
Congress had the power to prescribe rules for the 
organization of the House, ag well as for taking 
testimony. It was trne that the election returns 
would be decided by the testimony taken; but the 
preseribing rules for taking the testimony would 
not interfere with the independence of the House. 
He would, in conclusion, make one remark or two 
in relation to the instructions he proposed. First, 
in relation to the second section. It was very true, 
as a general rule, that the Clerk of the House was 
a less responsible person than was desirable for 
making out the roll, The second section provided 
that, in case be (the Clerk) should not be able to 
obtain authentic evidence of the elections, so as to 
make outa perfect list, he should make it out as 
perfectly as pcssible from the best information he 
could obtain. But it must be observed that the list 
would not be conclusive en the House, any more 
than would the certificate of election, whether giv- 
en by a Governor of a State or by a sheriff. ‘The 
certificate might be a forgery, or might be procured 
by fraud. In all such cases, the House would 
judge, under its constitutional powers. Therefore, 
there would be no danger in allowing the Clerk to 
make out the list from such testimony as he might 
be able to procure. The list, if not controverted, 
would afford prima facie evidence on which the 
House could be organized; but, if not authentic, it 
would be passed over. 

Mr. HALSTED here moved the previous ques- 
tion—the effect of which motion, if suecessful, was 
to bring the House to a direct vote on concurring 
jn the amendment made in Committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. ATHERTON appealed to the gentleman to 
withdraw the call for the previous question, ob- 
serving that the most important amendments had 
been offered and adopted after the time limited for 
discussion had expired in committee. He hoped, 
that now the bill was in the House, the gentleman 
would not cut off all debate on these important 
amendments, about which not a word of explana- 
tion was allowed to be given, 

Mr. HALSTED declining to withdraw the call 
for the previous question, it was seconded by the 
House, and the main question ordered. After 
which, 

The main question was first taken on concor- 
ring in the first amendment, and carried—yeas 99, 
nays 79. 

The question being taken on the amendment 
providing that the Clerk shall place on his list the 
name of no person unless elected from a single dis- 
trict, in pursuance of the provisions of the appor- 
tionment bill, was taken, and concurred in—yeas 
99, nays 79. 

The remaining amendments were coneurred in, 
without a division; and 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, with- 
out a division. w 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky, having moved 
the previous question on the passage of the bill, 
there was a second; and the main question was or- 
dered, and taken, resulting in—yeas 99, nays 82. 

So the bill was passed. 


REORGANIZATION OF THE ARMY. 

Mr. STANLY, from the Commitee of Confer. 
ence appointed to meet a committee appointed on 
the part of the Senate, on the matters in difference 
respecting the bill for the organization of the army, 
reported the terms of agreement; which have al- 
ready appeared in the Senate report of this 
journal, 

The Clerk having read the report— 

Mr. STANLY made a brief explanation of the 
agreement of the committees. 

After a conversation, in which Messrs. R. W. 
THOMPSON, CALHOUN, BARTON, J. CAMP- 
BELL, and others, took part— 

Mr. CALHOUN moved that the report be print- 
ed, and laid on the tab!e; which was agreed to, and 
the whole subject went over until to-morrow. 

Mr. FILLMORE, from the Committee of Con- 
ference on the bill making appropriations for the 


army, also madea report, which was ordered to be 1 
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printed; and it went over, to be taken up with the 
report on the bill for the organization of the army. 


TERRITORIAL BILLS. ; 

Mr. POPE moved that the Heuse take up and 
dispose of some Territorial bills which were on the 
table, which was agreed to. 

The following bill was ordered to be engrossed, 
and it was read a third time and passed: 

A bill to establish an additional land office in 
Florida. 

A bill providing for the payment of the Iowa 
militia called into service in 1839, was next taken 
up, and was briefly debated by Mr. CAVE JOHN- 
SON, Mr. POPE, and others; and on the question 
being taken on its passage, (the previous question 
having been moved by Mr. J. C. CLARK, and sus- 
tained by the House,) it was discovered that there 
was no quorum present. 

A call of the House was moved, and the Clerk 
began to call the roll; and when he had called sev- 
eral names, 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON rose and said if it was 
the wish of the House to pass this bill, he would 
withdraw his objection. 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman might do 
so, and the call might be suspended with the con- 
sent of the House. The question was again taken 
on the passage of the bill, and 50 voted in the 
affirmative, and 45 in the negative; being less than 
a quorum. 

Mr. BOWNE moved that the call of the House 
be proceeded with; and the Clerk called the roll, 
and 124 were found to be present. 

All further proceedings, under the call, were 
then suspended. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD called for the yeas and 
nays on the passage of the bill, that it might be 
seen who was in favor of paying the Territories for 
fighting each other. The yeas and nays were or- 
dered, ard resulted as follows—yeas 51, nays 83. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT moved to reconsider the vote 
on the passage of the resolution fixing the 22d as 
the day ofthe adjournment; and said he wished the 
motion to be entered. 

Mr. STANLY called for the question, to be 
taken immediately; when 

Mr. ROOSEVELT withdrew his motion; ob- 
serving that he would renew it to-morrow. 

The bill providing payment for the Florida 
militia called into service in 1839 and 1840, was 
taken up; and, after some remarks from Messrs, 
LEVY, CAVE JOHNSON, POPE, and McKAY, 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, 
and then read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. A.C. DODGE called up the bill to estab- 
lish the boandary line between the State of Mis- 
souri and the Territory of Iowa. 

Mr. J. C. EDWARDS objected to taking up the 
bill at this time, and made some remarks that were 
inaudible to the reporter. 

Mr. A.C. DODGE protested against any longer 
postponement of the measure, after the length of 
time it had been before the House, and the full 
discussion it had undergone. In conclusion, Mr. 
D. moved to suspend the rules, for the purpose of 
considering the bill; which motion was carried. 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky called for the 
previous question onthe engrossment of the bill; 
and, there being a second, the main question was 
ordered and taken, and carried in the affirmative. 
i i question then being on the passage of the 

ill, 

Mr. J. C. EDWARDS moved to refer it toa 
select committee; and, after -some remarks from 
Messrs. EDWARDS, DODGE, and G. DAVIS, 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky moved the pre- 
vious question; but, at the request of Mr. Epwarps, 
withdrew it. 
ca question then recurred on the passage of the 

iil. 

Mr. SPRIGG moved an adjournment: which 
was negatived—the vote being 43 in the afirma- 
live, and 71 in the negative. 

The bill was then passed. 

Mr. EDWARDS gave notice of a motion for 
the reconsideration of the vote by which the bill 
was passed. 

Mr. S. J. ANDREWS, directed by a convention 


-of his constituents, introduced a resolution to re- 


seind the resolution of censure, some time since 


passed upon his colleague, Mr. Guppinas, by this 


House. ; , 

Mr. L. W. ANDREWS objected to the reception 
of the resolution. 

The SPEAKER said it was resolution day, and, 
therefore, it was in order. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to lay the resolu- 
tion on the table, ; 

Mr. GWIN moved an adjournment; which was 
carried—ayes 64, noes 56. 

The House adjourned at 10 minutes past 4 
o'clock, 


IN SENATE. 
Tuxspay, August 9, 1842. 

The PRESIDENT pro iem, laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the President of the 
United States; which was read as follows: 

To the Senate of the United States: 

In the communication to the Senate on the 13th 
June, in answer to its resolution of the 2d of March 
last, there appear to have been, among other pa- 
pers, sundry letters addressed tothe Department of 
State, by certain claimants, or their agents, con- 
taining reflections upon the character of the umpire 
appointed by his Prussian Majesty, pursuant to the 
convention between the United States and the 
Mexican Republic of the 11th of April, 1839. As 
the call was for all communications which had 
been addressed to the Department of State by any 
of the claimants under that convention, relative to 
the proceedings and progress of the mixed commis- 
sion, the copies were prepared and submitted, with- 
out attracting the attention either of the head of the 
department or myself, If those letters bad been 
noticed, their transmission to the Senate (if trans- 
mitted at all) would have been accompanied by a 
disclaimer, on the part of the Executive, of any in- 
tention to approve such charges. ‘The Executive 
has no complaint to make against the conduct or 
decision of the highly respectable person appoint- 
ed by his sovereign umpire between the American 
and Mexican commission. 

JOHN TYLER. 


Wasuineron, August 8, 1842. 


Oa motion of Mr. RIVES, ordered to lie on the 
table, and be printed. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the Postmaster General, 
covering a report from the Auditor cf the Treas- 
ury for the Post Office Department, made in com- 
plianca with the 22:1 section of the act of Congress. 
of July 2, 1836, showing the amount of each item 
of expenditure for twine, locks, and other items, 
constituting the contingent expenses of that depart- 
ment, and to whom paid. 

On motion of Mr. MERRICK, ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, from the Committee on 
Commerce, to which had been referred House bill 
entitled An act to change the name of a port of en- 
try on Lake Erie, known by the name of Portland, 
to Sandusky, and to define the western boundary 
of the Sandusky district, reported the same back 
with an amendment. 

On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, the bill was 
taken up as in committee of the whole; Mr. 
Hountineron explained that the amendment of the 
committee proposed to leave the western bound- 
ary undefined. 

The amendment was adopted. The bill was 
then reported to the Senate; and the amendment of 
the committee being concurred in, the bill was 
read the third time and passed. 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, meved that that com- 
mittee be discharged from the further consideration 
of the petition of Daniel Murray, surviving part. 
ner of Murray and Spencer, praying extra compen- 
sation for carrying the mail. The motion was 
agreed to. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Pensions, 
made adverse reports on the House bills for the 
relief of Phillis Tatton, and for the relief of the 
heirs and legal representatives of Josias Thomp- 
son; which were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported. back to the Senate, with an. amendment, 


and recommending its passage, House bill en- 
titled An act for the relief of Ashael Lee, Harvey 
Lee, and Lemuel Lee. 

Mr. BATES, from the Committee on Pensions, 
made adverse reports on the House bill for the re- 
lief of Elisha Davis, and on the documents rela- 
ting to the claim of Pamela Gilbert; which were 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BATES, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, made an adverse report on the 
petition of Uriah Jones, a soldier of the Revola- 
tion, for a pension; which was ordered to be 
printed. 

_NAVY PENSION FUND. 

The bill to provide for deficiencies in ‘the 
havy pension fund was taken up, as in committee 
of the whole; the question pending from yesterday 
being on the amendment of the Senator from Maine 


[Mr. Wittiams] to the amendment proposed by | 


the Senator from Indiana, [Mr. Waite } 
| Mr. Wuire’s amendment was, to add the follow- 
ing proviso to the 2d section of the bill: 


Provided, Thatif any of the naval or marine corps officers, 
or any seaman or marine, who shali have died after the 3d of 
March, 1837, and his widow or children shall have been placed 
upon the pension roll prior to the 16th August, 1841, and were 
entitled to receive pensions, they shall eontinue to receive the 
same, as well after as before the present session of Congress; 
any former act to the contrary notwithstanding. 


Mr. WittiuMs’s amendment was, to strike 
out the words ‘as well after as before the present 
session of Congress,” and to insert the words, “un- 

- til they have the benefit of the pension fund for 
five years,” as intended by the act proposed to 
be revived. 

Mr. PHELPS, being entitled to the floor, advo- 
cated Mr. Wuire’s amendment. He admitted, to 
the fullest extent, the right of Congress to repeal 
the act of 1837; and that it could be repealed with 
peitot good faith, in relation to prospective cases; 

ut insisted that the good faith of the Government 
was too deeply pledged as to existing interests to be 
in the slightest degree altered. He considered 
Congress no more at liberty to reduce the provis- 
ion from that of a pension for life to one of a pen- 
sion for five years, than io violate the good faith 
of the Government in any other respect. He felt 
constrained to give his support to the amendment, 
by a sense of duty, and from a belief that the faith 
of the Government was solemnly pledged to these 
pensioners, 


Mr. YOUNG insisted that the whole matter was 
a gratuity. It was manifest that the act of 1837 
had direct reference to the navy pension fund; and, 
that fund being now exhausted, what possible right 
could the widows and children of persons dying a 
‘natural death in the service have to more favor 
than the wives and children of persons who died 
in battle, or of wounds received in the service of 
the country? Such would be the unjust operation 
of the amendment of the Senator from Indiana, 
(Mr. Waie] Mr. Y. said they were not sitting 
there as judges, to settle a legal question; but as 
legislators of the people, to settle a question of 
equity, and to do what was right and just to the 
people and to the pensioners. He did not consid- 
er that, in a question of mere gratuity, these widows 
or children had a right tocomplain if Congress 
should find the national treasury so embarrassed 
as to withhold, for the future, the gratuity, And 
he did not consider that there would be much jus- 
tice in granting it to the widows and children of 
persons who died a natural death while in the ser- 
vice, and withholding it from the widows and chil- 
dren of those who died fighting the battles of the 
country. 


Mr. ARCHER concurred fully with the Senator 
from Illinois. He could not yield up bis feelings 
to the pathetic appeals of the Senators from Indi- 
ana aad Massachusetis, (Messrs. Waite and 
Cxoate.) He did not think it proper to legislate 
for the gratification of personal sympathies, at the 
expense of the public treasury. He denied that 
‘an inconsiderate, improper, and improvident act 
should be considered as a contract to bind the 
United States to alltime. Fraud or accident, de- 
sign or improvidence, would have only to betray 
Congress into an improvident act, and Government 
is nevér to have the power of being released from 
it. Such was the argument of the Senators who 
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supported the amendment of the Senator from In- 
diana. God help the Government that would be 
subjected to such a rule of legislation. He never 
could subseribe to the doctrine that there was a 
vested right in a mere gratuity. ; 

Mr. BATES said he intended to have spoken a 
few words, the other day, upon the amendment 
proposed by his colleague; but he thought the mat- 
ter was made so clear, that it was unnecessary. He 
was, however, admonisked by the vote of the Sen- 
ate upon that occasion how distrustful he ought to be 
of his own opinion, however decided. The Sena. 
tor from Maine [Mr. Witurams] put the case of 
Dr. Goddard, who died in 1802, to illustrate the 
retrospective character of the act of 1837. His 
widow, in consequence of his death, became entitled 
to something over $10,000. With the Senator from 
Maine, he could see no object in that provision cf 
the act, nor any justification of it. But all this is 
past, and we cannot help it. 

In turn, (said Mr. B.) aliow me to put a case, to 
illustrate the feature of the act of 1837, which the 
amendment now before the Senate proposes to re- 
tain. 

Tom Bowline was as gocd a sailor as ever wore 
around jacket, and as brave. He had a young 
wife, and one child. ‘Times had gone rather hard 
with him on shore. There was lying in the road- 
stead of the place of his residence a national ship, 
that could not go to sea, for want of men, It was 
upon an emergency. The stars and stripes were 
floating at her mast-head. One of your officers of 
the ship applied to Tom to enlist. He offered bim 
twelve dollars a month wages; and he read to him: 
“Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That if any officer or marine shall die in 
the naval service, his widow shall receive half his 
menthly pay until she gets married; or, if she die, 
his child, until it arrives at twenty-cne years of 
age, and thus become able to take care of itself.” 

Tom enlisted. He went home, and told the short 
story to his wife. He took down his tarpaulin 
from the nail, and threw iton one side of his head, 
laughing as bravely as he could; and, brushing care- 
lessly from his cheek the tear, (which he did not 
wish to have seen,) he went on board the ship. He 
plunged into the fires and fevers of the torrid zone, 
into the ice of the polar seas, into the conflict of 
many a battle. His guardian angel protected him. 
I will not say what efficacy the “tender prayer” 
had. On his voyage home he was taken sick, and 
died. The last time his eyes closed upon the set- 
ting sun, it was in the confidence his country 
would keep its promise, and take care of his wife 
and child; acd in the confidence there (said Mr. B., 
pointing wepwards) scarcely more unwavering, that 
he should be taken care of-~the storms of life being 
all over, that he should make his Jast haven of rest. 

Remembering well what ber husband had told 
her, his wife was put upon the pension roll at $6 a 
month—a littie short of $1 50 a week, but enough 
to keep a small fire in her grate in the winter, ana 
to supply her clean, plain, deal table with a scanty 
repast. Now, sir, I am called upon to extinguish 
the fire of this widow, and to sweep from her table 
the scanty repast provided for ker support. Iam 
called upon, under the lead of the honorable Com. 
mittce on Naval Afairs! —I, a Senator of the Uni- 
ted States !—I, a man, or something, at least, in 
the form of aman, and with something of the 
feelings of a man; thank God for that, sir !—I am 
called upon to do this! Iwill not doit. Never— 
never! If we can raise, or borrow, or beg money, 
the widow of Tom Bowline, and the child, shail 
bave their half-pay. 

Think you he looked into the title of your act of 
18372 And if he did, does not everybody know 
that the name of a thing is not the thing itself— 
that the tide of an aci is not a part of the act it- 
self? If you were suable, you would be compelled 
to pay this annuity. The contract was as perfect 
as conuract could be. Here is the agreement, the 
consideration, the performance on the one part; 
and, moreover, all these legal technicalities and 
forms are merged and lost in the high ani general 
judgment which the moral sense of the world will 
pronounce upon a mere statement of the facts. 

Nor is the injustice which this bill will do, limited 
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to the widow and child of the sailor. It reaches to 
the widows and children of the gallant officers who 
fought your battles, and plucked your drowning 
honor from the deep, and whom this bill consigns 
to poverty and want. Usually, Iam content to 
follow the lead of the honorable chairman in his 
measures. Not so here. In my view, there is 
neither honor, justice, nor humanity in this bill; 
and I will not vote forit. No, sir; never. 

Mr. SEVIER considered Senators ought te look 
to the objects of the pension fund, and the question 
where money was to be got—that fand being ex- 
hausted. 

The debaie was briefly continued by Messrs. 
WILLIAMS, ARCHER, and CALHOUN against 
the amendment, and by Mr. WHITE in favor of 
it. 

Mr. ARCHER hoped the amendment proposed 
by Mr. Witulams to the amendment would be 
adopted. 

The question thereon was then taken, and ne 
quorum voting-—-[several members being absent, 
attending the House of Representatives, to hear 
the veto message ]— 

Mr. LINN asked for either an adjournment or a 
call of the House. 

Mr, ARCHER requested the Chair would send 
to the House for the Senators. 

Mr. SEVIER moved an adjournment; which 
was negatived—ayes 13, noes 14. 

The question was tben taken on taking a recess . 
from 12 tol e’clock, and decided in the nega- 
tive. 

Meantime a quorum appeared; when the ques- 
tion was taken on Mr. Wrutiams’s amendment 
to the amendment, and there were 14 ayes, and 13 
noes: so the amendment to the amendment was 
adopted. 2 

Mr. WHITE moved to postpone the matter till 
to-morrow. 

This motion was negatived without a division. 

Mr. WILLIAMS called for the yeas and nays 
on the amendment as amended, and they were 
ordered. 

Mr. WHITE thought a decision of the Senate 
in favor of the amendment to the amendment 
would be too harsh; he would therefore suggest a 
middle course—to commmte the pension to five 
years from the present time, to the widows of those 
who died as well after as before the present ses- 
sion of Congress; the pension to determine on the 
death or marriage of the widow. 

Messrs. SEVIER, WHITE, and WILLIAMS 
severally made explanations, 

Mr. WHITE called for the yeas and nays on 
his proposed modification of his own amendment; 
which were ordered. 

The question was then taken thereon, and resulte 
ed in the negative—yeas 21, nays 23,as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Choate, Clayton, Conrad 
Dayton, Evans, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merritk, Miller, 
Morehead, Phelps, Porier, Rives, Simmons, Smith of In 
diana, Sprague, Tallmadge, and White—21, 

WAYS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Crafis, Crittenden, Cathbert, Fulton, Graham, Hen» 
derson, King, Linn, Preston, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tappan, 
Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—23, 

The question then recurred on the amendment 
as amended, on which the yeas and nays had been 
ordered, and resulted in the negative—yeas 21,, 
nays 23, as follows: 


YEAS—Messis. Barrow, Bates, Choate, Clayton, Conrad, 
Crafis, Evans, Graham, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Miller, 
Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, 
Sprague, Tallmadge, White, and Woodbridge —21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Bagby, Benton, Berrien, 
Buchanan, Calhoun, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Fulton, Henderson, 
King, Linn, Preston, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wil 
cox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young--23. 


The amendment was then ordered to be en- 


_ grossed, and the bill read a third time, 


Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Pensions, 
made adverse reports on the bills for the relief of 
Mary Slocum and Job Haskins; also an adverse 
report on the petition of Mary Dunscomb; which 
were ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 

The House bill providing for the establishment 
of police for the protection of public property, and 
other purposes, in the city of Washington, was re- 
sumed, as in committee of the whole. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN objected to bringing in 
the. President of the United States as chief police. 
man of the city of Washington. 
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Mr. BAYARD asked if the objection was to the 
appointing power? — ` 
` Mr, CRITTENDEN observed that his objection 
‘was that the Chief Magistrate should have any- 
thing to do with the appointment of the police; he 
did not want him to be the chief policeman of the 


city. 

Mr. BAYARD then proposed to vest the ap- 
‘pointing power of the police guard in the mayor of 
the city. He also suggested other amendments of 
less importance, 
`- Mr. KING did not see with what propriety Con- 
gress had been drawn into the care or provision of 
the police of the city. It was a matter belonging 
to the corporation, and should be left to the city it- 

` self. 

A discussion bere arose on the bill, in which 
Messrs. BAYARD and CONRAD advocated its 
passage, and Messrs. KING and BUCHANAN 
opposed it; when 

Mr. SEVIER said he thought this was nothing 
more nor less than a proposition to establish a little 
standing army, to be added to hereafter—coming 
from the same quarter, too, which had denounced 

Mr. Poinsett’s plan of reorganizing the militia as 
a plan to fix upon the country a standing army, 
and by which we were defeated. He, therefore, to 
test the sense of the Senate, moved to lay: the bill 
on the table. 3 

The question was put, and the motion was 
agreed to;, so the bill was Jaid on the table. 

NAVAL,SCHOOLS. 

The bi} to provide fr the establishment of na- 
val schools was taken-Uup as the unfinished business 
of yesterddy, under the special order. 

Mr. ARCHER observed that he was willing to 
leave the question Af the number of schools to be 
established:to the Avish of the Senate, whatever it 
might be. 3 f 

Mr. BAYARD moved to strike out the word 
“five,” (theinumber of schools,) and insert “two.” 

Mr. ARGHER suggested the propriety of di- 
viding the question. 

Mr. BAYARD assenting— 

The question was first taken on striking out the 
word “five;” and it was stricken out. 

The question was then en inserting the word 
two,” 

Mr. BAYARD advocated at some length the 
propriety of baving two schools. 

Mr. CALHOUN was of opinion there should be 
only one school; and that should be somewhere on 
the Chesapeake bay. He would move to fill the 
blank with “one.” 


The CHAIR said the question was first on filling 
the blank with the word “two.” 

That question was then put, and negatived. 

The question then arose on Mr. CALHOUN’S 
amendment, to fill the blank with “one.” 


Mr. ARCHER asked the Senator from South 
id to include the location on the Chesapeake 

ay. 

Several suggestions were made by different Sen- 
tors, as to location; which resulted in its being 
fixed at some fortification at or near Fort Monroe: 
this amendment was adopted. 

.. Mr. BAYARD moved some consequent amend- 
ments, which were adopted. 

Mr. B. then proposed to add to the pupiis for 
examination, “and of candidates for the appoint- 
ment of midshipmen.” 

Mr. BUCHANAN asked if this would admit 
other pupils than appointed midshipmen? 

Mr. BAYARD said, no; it would only admit of 
candidates for the appointment of midshipmen, 
being examined. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said this thing was yielded 
up yesterday, but was now renewed in a more 
objectionable form. Instead of sixteen pupils, 
not midshipmen, it admits of an unlimited number 
of candidates, 

Mr. BAYARD observed that the Senator mis- 
conceived the whole thing. No additional pupils 
were indicated; the subject was left entirely to fu- 
ture legislation. The Secretary is not authorized 
to send any candidates. 


The debate on this point was continued by ~ 


Messrs. BUCHANAN, BAYARD, and ARCHER; 


after which, Mr. BAYARD withdrew his proposed 
‘amendment. 

Mr. ALLEN said: I rise to correct a small er- 
ror in the Globe’s report of my remarks on this 
bill yesterday. By that report I am made to say: 
“The West Point Academy had become a nursery 
for vagrant young men”—when it should have 
been “wealthy young men.” It is not my habit to 
correct the reports of what I say in the running 
discussions; nor do I, in the general, even see them, 
until they appear in the papers of the next day. 
Such mistakes are frequent—and neccessarily so, 
from the position occupied by the reporters. 

Being up, sir, I will remark that my objections 
to this bill, though lessened, are by no means re- 
moved. These naval schools will, sir, in my judg- 
ment, degenerate into mere funds of political 
patronage; and that patronage be made to minister 
to those who least need it—to the wealihy, not the 
poor. It is in the nature of such institutions to doso. 
These schools are to be supported—all their ex- 
penses paid out of the public treasury. A given 
number of young men are to be educated—not at 
their own, but at the costof the Government—out 
of the taxes of the people. What young men will 
these be? Will they be the sons of the poor helpless 
widows, or of the obscure and powerless citizens 
of the country? Will they be the orphan children, 
who have no one to befriend them? Will 
these, or any of these—however highly gifted 
by nature, however bright their intellects or 
their virtues, or noble their souls—will they be the 
favored objects selected, thus to, be educated at the 
public expense? No, sir, all experience is against 
such a belief. The sons of the great, the power- 
ful, the wealthy men of the natien—they who can 
speak with authority and effect to the appointing 
power—their sons will, with few, if any exceptions, 
be the chosen objects of this national gratuity. Is 
not the experience of every day in the case of 
West Point, conclusive of this fact? 

What manner of young men are there? The 
sons of great and wealthy men, with exceptions too 
few to affect the general truth. But, sir, these in- 
stitutions degenerate not merely into a fund of po- 
litical patronage, but, in their management, degen- 
erate, likewise, from the great object for which 
they were originally intended. How is it with 
West Point? Do the people of this couatry—ike 
tax-paying millions of the interijor—do they, or 
any one of them, imagine that they are paying 
taxes to keep up a dancing school? No, sir; not a 
man of them is aware of this fact. Indeed, it is 
new to me; nor should I now have known it, but 
that a person (a member of the other House) call- 
ed my attention to ita moment since, by showing 
me a letter, dated at West Point. A dancing- 
school! Yes, sir, a dancing school kept up out of 
the taxes of the ever-toiling people of this coun- 
try! Iwill send an extract from this letter, in 
which the writer (himself a cadet) gives the man- 
her in which their time is spent. Here itis: 


“Tam drilled twice a day at infantry drill, and once at artil- 
lery drill. We rise in the morning at a quarter before 5 o'clock; 
ata quarter past 5 v’clock we police; at half-past 5 until haif- 
past 6 o’clock, infantry drill; from half-past 6 o’cloek till 7, recre- 
ation, or cleaning arms; from 7 to 8, breakfast; from 8 to half- 
past 8, dress parade and guard mounting; from half-past 8 until 
9; recreation; from 9 to 10, artillery drill; from 10 to 1, recreation; 
from | to 2, dinner;ifrom 2 to 4, dancing lessons; from 4 to half- 
past 4, recreation; from half-past 4 until 5, police; from 5 till 20 


parade; trom 7 till 8, supper; from 8 till half-past 9, recreation; 
from half-past 9 till a quarter of 10, prepare for bed; ata quarter 
of 10, signal for extinguishing lights. These are all the duties we 
have to perform during the day. When we go on guard, 
(which happens one day out of five days,) we are two hours on 
guard, and four of.” 

Thus, it seems that two hours each day are 
spent in taking dancing lessons; and that, too, at 
West Point—a military school—where men are to 
be taught to fight. 

Sir, this business of teaching soldiers to dance, 
reminds me of an anecdote, whieh may serve to 
illustrate the folly of the practice—an anecdote, 
sir, of the greatest sol‘ier that ever lived. I am, of 
course, understood to allude to Napoleon. On 


some occasion, between his compaigns, he had 
been dancing with an accomplished lady, but had 
performed his part in a manner somewhat awk- 
wardly. He, therefore, apologized to the fair one 
by saying, “My dear madam, you must pardon 


| my awkwardness in in the dance, for the truth is, 


ttre 


minutes past 6, infantry drill; from 20 minutes past 6 till 7, dress | 


my forte lies not so much in dancing myself, as in 
making other people dance.” 

But, sir, I will not say more, as it is manifest the 
bill will pass, however strong may be the reasons 
against it. 

The question then was put, ‘Shall the bill be 
engrossed for a third reading?” 

Mr. ALLEN called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. i 

A brief incidental discussion arose in reference 
to the location of the school; after which, 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut explained his reac 
sons for voting against the bill. í 

Mr. WOODBURY stated that the first and indis- 
pénsable point with a young officer was, whether he 
could bear the exposure and roll of the ocean. If he 
could not, all expense in educating him for the ser- 
vice was lost. Hence the first order long had been, 
and should continue to be, an order to sea. After 
that experiment, if the constitution and taste of 
the individual proved suitable, it was not only 
proper to give him aid by literary and scientific in- 
struction on shipboard, but, when off duty, on 
shore. The deck of ihe vessel, however, was the 
best school-house or academy to begin with; and 
there to mingle explanations and reading with 
aciual experiment. Even on shore, the teaching 
should be rather to occupy suitably his leisure 
hours, and advance him in his naval pursuits, than 
to give him land habits or land tastes. The naval 
officer should be a sailor—an informed, intelligent, 
moral, and intellectual sailor, if you please; but 
still a son of the ocean, and dedicated, heart and 
soul, for life, to ali its arduous duties—great ex- 
posure and high responsibilities. In trath, his 
true home is on the mountain wave. 

It was no more proper to send the army officer 
or the cadet at West Point to sea, than to keep the 
naval officer much on shore, and attach him 
strongly to shore scenes and shore pursuits. The 
most abhorrent idea to a genuine tar is a land- 
lubber, Hence, the school for his leisure hours, 
while not afloat, should be, as it had been for many 
years, on or near salt water, and attached to some 
navy-yard. 

Mr. W. had no great objection to changing a 
receiving-ship (ihe usual place for instruction) to 
a fort or barracks, or other suitable building con- 
nected with some naval station; though, in some 
respects, a vessel had advantages for illustration 
of nautical terms, and for forming nautical - tastes 
and habits. A vessel should be used for short ex- 
perimental cruises frequently,even if the school 
was on shore. But he entertained a decided opin- 
ion that the whole establishment should be under 
naval officers, naygl discipline, and the jurisdic- 
tion of some navaf:station. And so far from ad- 
mitting to the school any not officers, or officers be- 
fore having seen sea-service, he felt confident that 
abuses would creep in, and the whole scheme 
prove abortive, if either of those courses was tol- 
erated. Such, in a few words, were his general 
views on this topic. Assured as he was that this 
school would be conducted on the principle he ap- 
proved, his vote would be given for the bill. 

The question was then taken, and resulted in the 
affirmative—yeas 22, nays 5, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bayard, Buchanan, Cal- 
haun, Choate, Clayton, Crafts, Dayton, Evans, King, Margum, 
Miller, Morehead, Rives, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, Sturgeon, 
Oe ee Woodbury, and Young—22, 

Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Smith of Connecticu 
and Woodbridge—5, > S0 : h 


STEAMSHIP ENGINEERS. 

The bili to regulate the appointment and pay 
of engineers employed in the navy of the United 
States, was then taken up, as in committee of the 
whole, with amendments recommended by’ the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, and read. 

Mr. ARCHER proposed taking the vote on all 
the amendments submitted by the committee, except 
the 4th, which he wished to leave subject to some 
suggestions the Senator from Alabama [Mr. Bacpy] 
had to offer. 

The amendments were adopted. : 

The question then came up on the 4th amendment 
of the committee, which was in relation tofa chief 
engineer, at $3,000 salary. 

Mr. BAGBY waived his intention of offering any 
amendment, uo 
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Mr. ARCHER proposed a verbal correction 
which was concurred in, and the amendment was 
addpted. ` 

Another verbal amendment was also adopted. 
The bill was then reported back to the Senate, and 
the amendments were concurred in. i 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed, as amend- 
ed, fora third reading. 

f NAVY RATIONS. 

„The bill to establish and regulate navy rations 
was then taken up, as in committee of the whole, 
and read. 

Mr. BAYARD moved some Verbal amend- 
ments, which were adopted. He also moved to in- 
sért “saur kraut,” after ‘vegetables; which, too, 
‘was adopted. : 5 

“The bill was reported back to the Senate, and 
the amendments were concurred in. It was Ahen 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, \ 


PURSERS IN THE NAVY. 

The bill io regulate the pay and emoluments of 
pursers in-the navy was then taken up, as in com- 
mittee of the whole, and read. 

Sundry ameidments, proposed by the Committee 
on. Naval Affairs, were also read. 

Mr. WOODBURY called for some explanation. 

Mr. ARCHER explained that the object of the 
Committee on Naval Affairs was to reduce the pro- 
posed salaries of pursers named in the bill. 

The CHAIR read the proposed salaries of the 
original bill, and the amendments. 

Mr. WILLIAMS explained the principles on 
which the bill was founded. All the pay received 
by pursers from the treasury was now about $600; 
their principal compensation was derived from the 
sailors. The emoluments of a purser ina ship of the 
line varied from nine to ten thousand dollars; and 
in the smallest vessels, from two to three thousand 
dollars. It was a taxon tse sailors of about $10 
each. Itmakes the purser obnoxious to complaints 
made by the men against him, and places him at 
the mercy of the commander. No purser is per- 
mitted to furnish the sailors wita articles, without 
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the atitherity of the commanding officer. To get + 
his. good will, the purser is often induced 
to do things not justifiable in the service. Some- 


times the commander has required loans, of 
as much as $5,000 at a time, from the purser. 
If such a request is denied, he is subject to petty 
tyranny during the voyage. There are other 
anomalies, which it is the object of the bill to cor- 
rect. We now pay to 64 pursers some $30,000; 
and, by this bill, we shall pay them about $130,000. 
We have in the navy from nine to ten thousand 
sailors: each now pays $10 as a tax to the purser— 
amounting, in the whole service, to $100,000, and 
making the difference proposed to be paid by the 
Government.’ The question is, whether the sailors 
or the Government shall pay the pursers. By the 


law just about to be passed, the parser’s profit will į 


becut off from articles ef necessity—such as tea, 
coffee, and sugar—which are to be supplied by the 
Government. The difference is made up by with- 
holding some of the spirit rations. We must pay 
the purser some compensation. ‘There are other 
items to be furnished by the Government. The ef- 
fect will be to relieve the sailor, and put the pur- 
ser’s compensation on the treasury. It is stated 
that, unless: we improve the condition of the sailor, 
we cannot man our fleets. 
crease his comforts. 

He believed ours was the only service in which 
the compensation of the purser was made a tax on 
the sailor. The per ceniage received by the purser 
is an inducement to bim to pay the highest price for 
the articles he is to supply. It is a subject of com- 
plaint among seamen that they are compelled to 
pay the highest price for every:hing they consume. 

~it was objected that the bill makes the Govern- 
ment purchase all necessaries, and places. them at 
the control'of the purser for distribution. He read 
a ligt of the things supplied by pursers, at present, 


The first step is toin- | 


on their own account. If this bill becomes a law, 
these articles are to be purchased by the United 
States, and delivered to the purser for distribution. 
He understood the practice to be, if a ship is 
ready to go to sea, the purser has to furnish a list 
of the articles required; and, on his requisition, 
money is given him to procure them; and 
when he returns, he accounts for the money. 
By this bill, a different arrangement is proposed; 
but there will be no more danger of the Govern- 
ment sufferiog, than there isnow. «It is the opinion 
of the department and of the committee that this 
arrangement will be a great improvement. 


As to the question of the propriety of the sums 
fixed upon by the committee for the - compensation 
of pursers, it would be for the Senate to decide. 
This has been the subject of consideration since 
1835. In 1838 a bill was reported by the Sena- 
tor from Virginia, proposing a rate of compensa- 
tion much higher than that now recommended. 
A portion was to be in salary, and another in 
commission on the articles of consumption. 

Te committee think the plan they recommend 
more consonant with our system of government. 
He contrasted the rates of remuneration proposed 
by the bill of 1838 with those of. the present bill, 
with a view of showing that the present proposi- 
tion was much more economical. A ship of the 
line, with one thousand men, would yield the 
purser $10,000, under the bill of 1838; but, under 
this bill, he would get only $3,500. There would 
be a loss, in a long vovage. 20 the purser, who, in 
a ship of the line, has charge of the disbursement 
of from fifty to cne buadred thousand dollars a 
year. it.was hardly possible to expect that the 
parser could manage so much property without 
loss. The committee think he ought to have some 
compensation. The commander gets $4,000. The 
purser of such a ship must b2 a man of superior 
qualities. The committee have thoy ght it just aad 

ssery to put his pay a little below that of the 
ander, which accounts for the proposition of 
$3,500 far his remuneration. They had, also, al- 
lowed kim a clerk. as indi pensable. Dir. YY. ex- 
plained, in the same wey, the propositions of the 
committee in relation totae pursers for smaller 
vessels; agd also in relation to those to be resident 
at the naval stations aad receiving vessels, and on 
steamships. 

He though! the pursers would not be paid be- 
yond their services and responsibilities. It would 
be a great relief to seamen tc be exempted from 
the tax to pursers. It was with great difficu!ty that 
sailors could be obtained for our navy. A great 
portion of them at present was made up of foreign- 
ers—a system he would be glad to see corrected, 

Mr. WOODBURY observed both of the objects 
in this bill were, in his view, commendable. The 
first one, which contemplated the improvement of 
the naval ration, and, in that way, the increase of 
the sailor’s comforts, had his unqualified approval. 
His only regret was, that it had not gone further, 
and abolished entirely the spirit part of the ration, 
instead of merely lessening it; and substituting in 
part only, rather than in full, what was more 
healthy and moral in its tendency. 

In respect to the other portion of the bill—the 
pay of pursers—more difficulty existed; but stiil 
bis inclination was to make a change similar to 
that proposed in the bill. 

wo grave questions, however, arose in the con- 
sideration of the matter. One was, the proper 
scale and amount of salary; and the other, by 
what mode, if any, the Government was to be in- 
demnified for paying the purser more, and taking 
on itself the responsibilities and risk as to several 
articles, heretofore assumed by him, The laiter 
had heretofore been paymaster for the Govern- 
ment, and a sort of commissariat, as well as a mer- 
chant on his own account—dealing with the sail- 
ors for private gain. Wow, his duties were in- 
tendsd to be entirely public. The Government 
was to become the merchant. In such case, it was 
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certainly proper, and’a chief object in the change, 
to relieve the seaman from the 20 to 50 per cent, 
on the cost'of the articles, which, it had been sta- 
ted in the debate, had often heretofore been cole 
lected from him by the purser. Mr. W. thought if 
any per cent. was to be charged on the goods, as 
the bill contemplated, for wastage, &c., it should 
not be over ten or fifteen per cent., insiead of the 
former large amount;-—certainly not over enough 
to cover actual loss, and some of the additional pay 
to the purser, instead of his old profits. Perhaps 
enough, or nearly enough, might thus be obtained 
to remunerate the Government for its new duties 
and risk, as well as payments; and, at the same time, 
to relieve the sailor from a large part of the bigh 
charges to which be has heretofore been exposed. 
The object will be not to impose any more addi- 
tional burden on the treasury than can be avoided, 
and to impose ne new one whatever on the sea- 
man, but exonerate him from a portion of the old 
ones, . The sailor will then have in his ration seve» 
tal articles he had before to pay separately for- 
such as tea, or coffee, and sugar. And he will be 
compelled to buy nothing else beyond his own 
wishes; and, when buying, will be shielded from 
paying so high and so irregular prices as have 
heretofore been complained of. d 

Whether all this can be effected, and the best 
mode for attempting it, had, perhaps, better be con- 
sidered in full Senate, and on further examination. 
He, therefore, would move a postponement till to~ 
morrow. 

There was a mistake in supposing that the differ- 
ence of pay in the navy and the commercial ma~ 
rine created the present difficulty in procuring a 
full supply of seamen. On the contrary, when 
prompily paid, and humanely treated in the navy, 
sailors generally preferred it to the merchant ser- 
vice. They bad better medical attendance when 
sick, and pensions when disabled; and there was 
an honest pride in wearing the insignia of their 
country, aad serving under its public flag. It was 
regarded as an honor; and justly so. But the diffi- 
culty lay deeper. Our commercial marine had 
greatly increased in the last ten years; and the 
growth of oar tonnage there had created a large 
additional demand for seamen in the domestic, as 
well as foreign trade. At the same time, the navy 
had been so augmented recently, as to require nine 
or ten thousand seamen, instead of only five. This 
was the tres source of most of the difficulty. 

Mr. CALHOUN concurred with the Senator 
from New Hampshire, and suggested whether it 
would net be advisable to lay on asmall per centage 
to remunerate the. Government for its expenditure. 

Mr. ARCHER would defer to the suggestions of 
the two Senators to postpone the further considera- 
tionof the bill. He regretted, however, that the 
very able exposé of the Senator from Maine would 
be lost, unless that Senator would consent to restate 
his views when the biil comes up again. He wished 
the two Senators [Mr. Woopgury and Mr. Can 
uoun] would dismiss from their minds the idea of 
putting a per centage on the sailors, 

Mr. WOODBURY had only suggested that it 
might be.a matter of consideration whether a small 
per centage should not be put on the artieles con- 
sumed. i i 

Mr. ARCHER said the Naval Committee of the 
House would sit to-morrow. He would ask that 
the bills ordered to be engrossed for a third reading 
might be now read, thai they could go to the House 
to-morrow. 

Mr. WOODBURY moved to pass over the bill 
under discussion; which was concurred in, and it 
was informally passed by. 

NAVAL BILLS. 

The following bills, teing engrossed, were read 
the third time, and passed: : 

An act respecting furloughs in the naval cerviee, 

An:act toregulate the appointment and pay of 


i the engineers in the naval service. 


An act to provide for the establishment of a 


___ CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. —__ 


ESTE Se E mers 


} 


yeu 2 . a oa 


sthoolof instruction in the naval service of the 
. United: States: SSE Goo Pitot pew ak ghee 3 i 
An act to. prescribe the number of professors of 
- mathematics in the navy of- the United States, 
was. taken up as in committee of the whole, on 
amendments proposed by the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, The. amendments were considered and 
adopted. The bill- was then reported to the Sen- 
ate; the amendments, were concurred in; and the 
bill, being engrossed according to order, was read 
the third time, and passed. ` = A 
CONTESTED ELECTIONS. 


The bill from the House entitled An act to reg- 
ulate the taking of testimony in cases. of contested 
elections, was taken from the table, and read the 
first time, and ordered to a second reading; and, 
the question now being, Shall the bill be read a 
Second time, with a view to iis reference2— 

‘Mr. WALKER said this was a bill which was 
intended to disfranchise some: four or five States 
in the organization of the next House of Rep- 
resentatives, and as it required the unanimous 
consent of thé Senate to permit its second reading 
to-day, he wculd. object. The bill will conse- 

* quenily have its second reading to-morrow. 

House bill entitled An act explanatory of an act 
entitled An act to constitute Stonington, Mystic 
River, and Pawcatuck, a new collection district, 
was taken up, and read twice; and, ; 

On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, who ex- 
plained ‘that the bill was introduced merely to cor- 
rect an erroria the previous bill, it was considered 

` asin committee of the whole, reported to the Sen- 
ate, read a third time, and passed. 

The joint resolution to authorize the distribution 
of the Catalogues of the Library of Congress, was 
taken up on its third reading. 

Mr. KING said that the catalogues proposed to 
be distributed were valueless. Buthe looked upon 

` itas an entering-wedge to a further distribution of 
books to members of Congress; and to save the 
principle of refusal to distribute, he moved the in- 
definite postponement of the resolution. The ques- 
tion was put, and the motion was agreed to. 

Oa motion of Mr. SEVIER, the bill granting a 
pension to Mary Johnson was taken up, considered 
ag in committee of the whole, and finally passed. 

On motion, the Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


> Tuespay, August 9, 1842, 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi presented the 
petition of Joseph B. Fields, of Mississippi, pray- 
ing Congress to confirm to him the sale of certain 
lands therein named; which was referred to the 
Commitee on Public Lands. 

Mr. THOS. W. WILLIAMS, by general con- 
seni, inisodaced a bill explanatory of the act enti- 
tled Aa act to constitute the ports of Stonington, 
Mysuc River, and Pawcatuck, into a collection dis- 
trict: read twice, and ordered to be engrossed; and 
thea, by general consent, read the third time, and 
passed. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL asked leave to submit 
the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of State be directed to com- 
municate to this House, at the beginning of the next session 
of Congress, the number of all persons who have applied, 
throughout the United States, for the benefit of the bankrupt 
act; the number of all who have been finally discharged under 
it; distinguishing each judicial district, the amount of debts 
petitioned against, tie amount of property surrendered, the 

, expenses attending the proceedings in bankruptcy, the number 

of commissioners appointed, the number of dayaon which the 
Judges have held their sessions concerning it, and the amount 
of fands remaining in charge of assignees or other persons ju- 
dicially intrusted with them, 


Mi. MORGAN objected. 

Mr. INGERSOLL moved to suspend the rules, 
but the motion was rejected. 

Mr. WM. COST JOHNSON of Maryland pre- 
sented the following memorial: 


To the honorable the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the United States: 

The subscribers, citizens of the United States, and resident 
in the State uf Pennsylvania, by this their memorial respectful- 
ly represent: That, although our nation is in full possession of 
health, peace, aud abundant harvests, we are far from the en- 
joyment of that happiness which is the only proper object of 
enlightened legislation. Our present distress arises from the 
non fulfilment of contracts; extending from those of some of 
our. most imporiant sovereign States down to the smallest en- 
agements of obscure individuals; and this hy no means 

rough lack of value in possession, but from want of that in 
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“which said obligations are dischargeable, viz:—teady’ money. | 
< And we declare it as-our firm belief, before God and our coun» 


try, that honest debts cannot be paid—noble industry is turned 
idle—private faith is broken: up—and public credit is perish- 
ing—solely for want of a:PROPER CURRENCY. | i 

A sufficient currency. we cannot have by coin; a sound cur- 
rency we cannot. have without a proper basis; this basis may 
be. found in the due appropriation of a small portion of the im- 
mense and unvalued national domain. . 

The: public lands now unsold have been estimated, at Gov- 
ernment price, tobe worth $2,000,000,000; we ask, for the pres- 
ent, anticipation of only one-tenth part of this vast property, by 
the creation of $200,000,000 of national stock, at such interest 
as shall at once command capital at par; and the imniediate dis- 
tribution of this stock among the States, Territories, and the 
District of Columbia, by equitable allotment, viz: _ 

For each. Senator. $1,000,000; this will appropriate $52,000,- 
000—leaving the balance to be divided on the basis of represen- 
tation, as follows: Assuming a Representative for the District 
of Columbia, and one, also, for each of the Territories, we shall 
have $600,000 for each Representative, and a fractional balance 
of the. whole of $400,000, which balance might be divided equal- 
ly between the three Territories and the District of Columbia, 
and the allotment wofild then stand thus : 


District of Columbia, $700,000 Delaware - + $2,600,000 
Florida - + 700,080 Maryland - - 6,800,060 
Wisconsin - - 700,000 Virginia - + 14,600,000 
Towa - - 700,000 North Carolina 9,800,000 
Michigan >- 2600,000 South Carolina - 7,400,000 
Arkansas - - 2600000 Georgia - - 7,400,000 
Maine - + 6,800,000 Kentucky - - 9,800,000 
New Hampshire - 5,000,000 Tennessee + - 9,800,000 
Vermont - - 5,000,000 Ohio + 13,400,000 
Massachusetts - 9.200.000 Louisiana - + 3,800,000 
Rhode Island - 3,200,000 Alabama - 5,000,000 
Connecticut - 5,600,000 Indiana - - 6,200,000 
New York - + 26,000,000 Ilinois - - 3,800,000 
New Jersey - - 5,600 Mississippi - + 3,200,000 
Pennsylvania + 38,800,000 Missouri -~ - 3,200,000 

200.000,000 


In order to secure full confidence in the above as an invest- 
ment, we recommend an unconditional pledging of the avails 
of actual sales of the public lands for the regular redemption of 
this stock, and a sufficient increase of duties on foreign mer- 
chandise to ensure payment of the interest with rigorous punc- 
tuality. 


Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland moved to refer 
this memorial to a select committee, and called for 
the yeas and nays; but they were not ordered. 

Mr. JOHNSON called for the reading of the me- 
morial, and it was read. 

Mr. MORGAN observed, that several memorials 
of this character had been referred to the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, and he would move to 
refer it to that committee. 

Mr. C. BROWN said that he had no objection 
to this memorial taking the usual legislative course, 
by a reference to the Committee of Ways and 
Means; but he was opposed to making it a special 
case, by sending it to a select committee. Here- 
joiced that these memorialists had not found a 
Representative from Pennsylvania on that floor 
who would come forward and ask Congress to as- 
sist his State in paying her debts. Though Penn- 
sylvania was temporarily embarrassed, he, as one 
of her Representatives, protested against any one’s 
asking this Congress to assist her. She was able 
to pay her own debts, and was now providing the 
means to do so. 

The SPEAKER reminded the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania that the question was on the refer- 
ence of the memorial. 

Mr. BROWN said that he was speaking to the 
question of reference. He was advocating the 
reference to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
and showing why this memorial should take the 
general course of legislation, instead of a special 
one, as moved by the gentleman from Maryland. 
If the memorial was sent to a select committee, it 
would appear asif a special favor was asked for 
the State of Pennsylvania, by takiog it out of the 
general course of legislation; and it would be re- 
ported on in reference to that State. 

He was opposed to it. His State asked no spe- 
cial legislation in her favor, and he trusted in God 
she never would. She was in debt, but she was 
able to pay her debts, and would never come to 
this Congress to be relieved, which was involving 
her day after day in deeper debt. For one, he said 
that his State had provided the ways and means to 
meet her debts, and she would probably be sooner 
relieved fromthe difficulties in which she was in- 
volved than the General Government. He did 
not know who these Pennsylvanians were that the 
memorial came from, but he trasted that they 
would find no Pennsylvanian here to advocate their 
petition. 

Mr. TOLAND asked if his colleage would say 
that he would not present such a petition, 


Mr. ©. BROWN replied ‘that he would not ad- _ 
vocate any special legislation in a case like this: 
He was willing that the memorial should take a 
general course, but he. was opposed to a reference : 
to a select committee. : 

Mr. TOLAND said that his colleague had not 
answered his question. He wanted to know if his 
colleague would refuse to present such a petition. 

‘Mr. C. BROWN said be would not present such - 
a petition and advocate it, and ask for special legts- 
lation for his State. He was willing, as he said 
before, that it should take the usual course; and he 


` would ask his colleague, in his turn, if he would 


come forward and ask. for special legislation to re- 
lieve his State from her debts. He would present 
avy petition that was respectul, but be would not 
advocate it if he disapproved its prayer; nor would 
he ask for special legislation for it. He put it to 
his colleague whether he would ask for special 
legislation ia such a case as this. = 

Mr. TOLAND observed that, whether he would 
advocate such a petition or not, was not now the 
question. His mind was made up on the subject, 
and he was not in favor of an assumption of the 
debts of the States by the Federal Government, 
He thought the time had not arrived for the as- 
sumption of the State debts—we had not yet ar- 
rived at that crisis in the state of our affairs. He 
thought that. Pennsylvania was able to pay her 
debts, and in time to get out of all her difficulties, 
He had himself, under the Jate rule of the House, 
laid on the Cierk’s table several memorials of the 
same character as the one before them, and had 
them referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

After some remarks in favor of the reference to 
a select committee, Mr. JOH NEON called for the 
previous question; which was seconded by the 
House. l 

And the main question being ordered, 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to lay the whole 
subject on the table; which motion was: carried—~ 
yeas 166, nays 76. . 

Mr. FILLMORE offered a resolution: calling 
upon the Secretary of the Treasury to inform the 
House what amount of money has been received 
as duties. on imports since the 30th of June last, 
discriminating between the amonat received on 
bonds becoming due since that period, and the du- 
ties actually paid since that time. 

Mr. J. COOPER called for the orders of the 


day. 

Mr. HUBARD moved a reconsideration of the 
vote by which the bill for the payment ofthe Iowa 
militia was passed yesterday. The motion was 
entered. 

The reports made yesterday from the committees 
of conference on the army bills were committed to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. : 

The order of the day for the morning hour was 
then taken up, being the report of the Committee 
on Indian Affairs, whieh has occupied the morning 
hour for some days past. 

Mr. PROFFIT was entitied to the floor; and he 
continued and concluded the speech which he com- 
menced on Saturday last, in vindication of the 
Secretary of War. 

Mr. CUSHING next obtained the floor; and as 
he rose to speak, there was a rush of members into 
the body of the House, and of strangers into the 
gallery, which was immediately accounted for by 
the appearance of Jonn TyLeR, jr , esq. below the 
bar, at 27 minutes past 11 o'clock, with a variety 
of messages from the Presidentof the United 
States ; among which, Veto No. 1V was expected. 
He announced several bills to which the President 
of the United States had given his sanction, and 
added: “I am also instructed by the President of 
the United States to deliver to the House of Rep- 
resentatives a message in writing.” The messages 
were delivered to the Speaker; and when the mes- 
senger had retired, : 

Mr. CUSHING proceeded with his remarks on 
the order sf the day. 

Mr. W . O. JOHNSON rose (after Mr. Cusxine 
had proceeded for some minutes) to “a constitu- 
tional point of order.” i . 

Mr. PROFFIT. The message has not been re- 
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ceived by the House; an 
sage, I presume. -- , 


Mt. W. ©. JOHNSON continued. He. con-. 


tended that the message just-received should take 
precedence of al! other business. 

Mr. S. MASON. | Why, it is said the “Ditto” 
has not come. : ; 

Mr. COSHING persisted in retaining the floor; 
and said he ‘did not intend to yield it until his time 
had expired. He then continued with his remarks, 
in reply to the speech: of his colleague, [Mr. 
Apams,} delivered on this subject some days ago. 

Mr. FILLMORE rose when Mr. Cusuine re- 
signed the floor, and inquired whether the morning 
hour had not expired? 

Mr. PROFFIT. There are ten minutes yet. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved the previous question 
on the subject which had just occupied the atten- 
tion of the House, but not with the view of having 
it taken now—the morning hour being so near its 
expiration; and, as there was a desire to hear the 
message read, which rumor said was on the ta- 
ble. 

Mr. CARUTHERS hoped the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. Fintmore] would withdraw his 
motion, as he (Mr. C.) wished to say a few words 
in reply. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he would assent, if the 
gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. CARUTSERS]) 
would renew. the motion when he had spoken. 

Mr. CARUTHERS promised to do so. 

Mr. FILLMORE repeated that rumor said there 
was a message on the table, which was of some 
importance; and the House was anxious to know 
whatit was. He moved that it be read. 

The SPEAKER announced “A message from 
the President of the United Siates;” and he handed 
it to’ the Clerk, who read the following 


MESSAGE. 
To the House of Representatives of the United States: 

Ic is with unfeigned regret that J find myself un- 
der the necessity of returning to the House of Ren- 
resentatives, with my objections, a bill entidled 
“An aetto provide revenue from imports, and to 
change and modify existing laws imposing duties 
on imports, and for other purposes.” Nothing can 
be more painful to any individual called upon to 
perform the chief executive duties under our lim- 
ited Constitution, than to be constrained to with- 

‘hold his assent from an important measure adopted 
by the Legislature. Yet he would neither fulfil 
the high purposes of his station, nor consult the 
true interests or the solemn will of the people—the 
common constituents of both branches of the Gov- 
ernment—by yielding his well-considered, most 
deeply fixed, and repeatedly declared opinions, on 
matters of great public concernment, to those of a 
co-ordinate department, without requesting that de~ 
partment seriously to re-examine the sudject of 
their difference. The exercise of some independ- 
ence of judgment in regard to all acts of legisla- 
tion, is-plainly impiied in the responsibility of ap- 
proving them. At all times a duty, it becomes a 
peculiarly. solemn and impressive one when the 
subjects passed npon by Congress happen to in- 
volve, as in the present instance, the most moment- 
ous issues; to affect variously the various parts of 
a great country; and to have given rise, in all quar- 
ters, to such a conflict of opinions as to render it 
impossible to conjecture, with any certainty, on 
which side the majority really is. Surely, if the 
pause for reflection intended by the wise authors 
of the Constitution, by referring the subject back 
to Congress for reconsideration, be ever expedient 
and necessary, itis in precisely such a ease as the 
present. 

On the subject of distributing the proceeds of the 
sales of the public lands, in the existing state of 
the finances, it bas been my duty to make known 
my settled convictions on various occasions du- 
ring the present session of Congress. At the open- 
ing of the extra session, upwards of twelve months 
ago, sharing fully in the general hope of returning 
prosperity and credit, I recommended such a distri- 
bution; but that recommendation was even then ex- 
pressly coupled with the condition that the duties on 
imports should not exceed the rate of 20 per cent. 
provided by the compromise act of 1833. These 
hopes were not a little encouraged, and these views 


d it is not the Veto Mes-. 


after laid before Congress, in. which he recom- 
mended the imposition of duties at the rate of 20 
per cent. ad valorem on all free articles, with speci- 
fied exceptions; and stated, “if this measure -be 
adopted, there will be received into the treasury 
from customs,in the last quarter of the present 
year, (1841,) $5,300,000; in ail of the year 1842, 
about $22,500.000; and in the year 1843, after the 
final. reduction under the act of March 2, 1833, 
about $20,800,000;” and adds, “it is believed that, 
after the heavy expenditures required by the pub- 
lie service in the present year shall have been pro- 
vided for, the revenue which will accrue from that, 
or a nearly proximate rate of duty, will be suffi- 
cient to defray the expenses of the Government, 
and leave a surplus to be annually applied to the 
gradual payment of the national debt, leaving the 
proceeds of the public lands to be disposed of as 
Congress shali see fit.” I was most happy that 
Congress, at the time, seemed entirely to concur in 
the recommendations of the Executive; and, antici- 
pating the correctness of the Secretary’s conclu- 
sions, and in view of an actual surplus, passed the 
distribution act of the 4th September last, wisely 
limiting its operation to two conditions—having ref- 
erence, beih‘of them, to a possible state of the 
treasury, different from that which had been antici- 
pated by the Secretary of the Treasury, and to the 
paramount necessities of the public service. It of- 
dained that if, at any time during the existence 
of that act, there should be an imposition ef duties 
on im»orts inconsistent with the provisions of the 
act of 2d March, 1833, and beyond the rate of du- 
ties tixed by that act, (to wit, 20 per cent. on the 
value of such imports, or any of them,) then the 
distribution should be suspended, and should con- 
tinue so suspended, until that cause should be re- 
moved. Bya previous clause it had, in a like 
spirit of wise and cautious patriotism, provided tor 
another case, (in which all are even now agreed,) 
that the proceeds of the sales.of the public lands 
should be used for the defence of tbe country. It 
was enacted that the act should continue and be in 
force until otherwise provided by Jaw, unless the 
United Siates should become iavolved in war with 
any foreizn power; in which event, from the com- 
mencement of hostilities, the act should be sus- 
pended until the cessation of hostilities. 


Not Jong after the opening of the present session 
of Congress, the unprecedented and extraordinary 
difficulties that have recently embarrassed the 
finances of the country began to assume a serious 
aspect. It soon became quite evident that the 
hopes under which the act of 4th September was 
passed, and which alone justified it in the eyes 
either of Congress who imposed, or of the Ezec- 
utive who approved, the first of the two conditions 
just recited, were not destined to be fulfilled. Un- 
der the pressure, therefore, of the embarrassments 
which had thus unexpectedly arisen, it appeared 
to me that the course to be pursued had been 
clearly marked out for the Government by that 
act itself. The coadition contemplated in it, 2s 
requiring a suspension of its operation had oc- 
curred. It became necessary, in the opinionsof all, 
to raise the rate of duties upon imports above 20 
per cent.; and with a view both to provide availa- 
ble means to meet present exigencies, and to lay 
the foundation for a successful negotiation of a 
loan, I felt it incumbent upon me to urge upon 
Congress to raise the duties accordingly, imposing 
them in a spirit of a wise discrimination, for the 
two-fold object of affording ample revenue for the 
Government, and incidental protection to the va- 
rious branches of domestic industry. I also pressed, 
in the most emphatic but respectful language I 
could employ, the necessity of making the land 
sales available to the treasury, as the basis of pub- 
lic credit. I did not think that I could stand ex- 
cused, much less justified, before the people of the 
United States, nor could I reconcile it to myself, to 
recommend the imposition of additional taxes upon 
them, without, at the same time, urging the employ- 
ment of all the legitimate means of the Govern- 
ment towards satisfying its wants. These opinions 
were communicated in advance of any definitive 


action of Congress on the subject either of the tariff 


strengthened, by the report. of. Mr. Ewing, then. 
| Secretary of the Treasury, which was shortly there-. 


or land sales, under a high sense of public duty, 

andin compliance with an express injunction of «. 
the Constitution; so that if a collision (extremely - 
to be deprecated as such-collisions always are) has’ 
seemingly arisen between the Executive and.Le- 
gislative branches of the Government, it has ase _ 
suredly not been owing to any capricious inter- 

ference, or to any want of a- plain and-frank dec- 
laraticn~ of opinion, on the part of the: former. -.. 
Congress differed in its views with those of the 
Executive, as it had undoubtedly a right to do; 
and passed a bill virtually for a time repealing the 
proviso of the act of.the 4th September, 1841. 
The bill was returned to the House in which it 
originated, with my objections to its becoming a 
law. With a view to prevent, if possible, an open 
disagreement of opinion on a point so important, 
I took occasion to declare that I regarded it as an 
indispensable prerequisite to an increase of duties 
above 20 per cent., that the act of the 4th Septem- 
ber should remain unrepealed in its provisions. 
My reasons for that opinion were elaborately set 
forth in the message which accompanied the re- 
tarn of the bill—which no constitutional majority 
appears to have been found for passing ino a law. 


The bill which is now before me proposes, in 
its 27th section, the total repeal of one of the pro- 
visoes in the act of Sepiember; and, while it in- 
creases the duties above 20 per cent., directs an 
unconditional distribution of the land proceeds. E 
am therefore subjected a second time, in the period 
of a few days, to the necessity of either giving 
my approval to a measure which, in my deliberate 
judgment, is in conflict. with great public interests; 
or of returning it to the House in which it origi- 
nated, with my objections. With all my anxiety 
for the passage of a law which would replenish an 
exbausted treasury, and furnish a sound and 
healthy encouragement to mechanical industry, 
I cannot consent todo so at the sacrifice of the 
peace and harmony of the country, and the clear- 
est convictions of public duty. 


Fer some of the reasons which have brought 
me to this conclusion, I refer to my previous 
messages to Congress, and briefly subjoin vhe fole 
lowing :— 

1. The bill unites two subjects, which, so far 
from having any affinity to one another, are wholly 
incongruous in their character. It is both a rev- 
enue and an appropriation bill. It thus imposes 
on the Executive, in the first place, the necessity 
of either approving that which he would reject, 
or rejecting that which he might otl:crwise approve. 
This is a species of consiraint to which the judg- 
ment of the Executive ought not, in my opinion, 
to be subjected. But that is not my only objection 
tothe actin its present form. The union of sub- 
jects wholly dissimilar in their character in the 
same bill, if it grew into a practice, would not faik 
to lead to consequences destructive of all wise and 
conscientious legislation. Various measures, each 
agreeable only to a small minority, might, by 
being thus united, (and the more, the greater chance 
of success,) lead to the passing of laws, of which 
no single provision could, if standing alone, com- 
mand a majority in its favor. 

2. While the treasury is ia a state of extreme 
embarrassment, requiring every dollar which it 
can make available; and when the Government 
has not only to lay additional taxes, but Jo borrow 
money to meet pressing demands; the bill proposes 
to give away a fruitful source of revenue-—which 
is the same thing as raising money by loan and. 
taxation—not to meet the wants of the Govern- 
ment, but for distribation: a proceeding which 
I must regard as highly impolitic, if not unconsti- 
tutional, 

A brief review of the present condition of the 
public finances will serve to illustrate the true con- 
dition of the treasury, and exhibit its actual neces- 
sities. On the 5th of August, (Friday last,) there 
was in the treasury, in round numbers, $2,150,000 
Necessary to be retained to meet trust 

funds : . + $360,000 
Interest on public debt due in 

October `. . - 80,000 
To redeem treasury notes and 

pay. the interest . » 100,000 
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Land vistribition, under the- 


& 


~actof the 4th Septentber; 


“ISAL oes ~ 4 640,000- 
Leaving an available amount of zs a 970,000 


; “The Navy Department had drawn requisitions: 


on the treasury, at that time; to meet deb‘s ‘actual-- 


Jy due; among which are bills under protest for 
$1,414 C00—thus. leaving an actual deficit of 
$444,000. : a i 

There: was on band about $100,000 of unissued 
treasury notes, assisted by the accruing ‘revenue, 
(amounting to about $150,000 per week, exclusive 
of réceipts on unpaid bonds,) to meet requisitions 
for the army, and the demands of the civil list. 

The withdrawal of the sum of $640,000, to be 
disttibuted among the States, as soon as the state- 
menis and accounts can be made up and com- 
pleted, by virtve of the provisions of the act of the 
4th September last, (of which nearly a moiety goes 
toa few Statcs, and only about $383,000 is to be 
divided among ali the States,) while it adds materi- 
ally to the embarrassments of the treasury, affords 
to the States no decided relief. 

No immediate relief from this state of things is 
anticipated, unless (what would most deeply be de- 
plored) the Government could be reconciled. to the 
negotiations of loans already authorized by law, at 
a rate of discount ruiaous in itself, and calculated 
most seriously to affect the public-credit. So great 
is the deprestion.of trade, that even if the present 
Dill.were to become a law, and prove to be product- 
ive, some time would elapse before sufficient sup- 
plies. would flow into the treasury; while; in the 
mean time, its embarrassmenrts would be continu- 
ally augmented by the semi-annual distribution of 
the land proceeds. i 

Indeed, there is but too much ground to appre- 
hend that, even if this bill were permitted to become 
a Jaw—alienating, as it, does, the proceeds of the 
Jand sales-—an actual deficit in the treasury would 
occur, which would more than probably involve 
the nece-sity of a resort to direct taxation. 

Let it be also remarked, that $5,500,000 of the 
public debt becomes redeemable in about two years 
and a hall, which, at any sacrifice, must be met; 
while the treasury is always liable to demands for 
the payment of outstanding treasury notes. Such 
is the glcomy picture’ which our firancial depart- 
ment now presents, and which calls for the exercise 
of a rigid economy in the public expenditures, and 
the heniering available of all the means within the 
control of the Government. I most respectfully 
Submit. whether this is a time to give away the 
proeecds of the land sales, when the public lands 
constitue a fand which, of all others, may be made 
most ureful in sustaining the publie credit. Can 
the Government be generous and munificent to 
others, when every dollar it can command is neces- 
sary to supply its own wants? And if Congress 
would not hesitate to suffer the provisions of the 
aci of 4th September last to remain unrepealed, in 
case the coun:ry was involved in war, is not the 
neerssity for such a course now just as imperative 
as it would be then? 

3. A third objection remains to be urged, which 
would be sufficient, in itself, to induce me to return 
the bill to the House with my objections. By 
uniting two aubjects so incongruous as tariff and 
distribution, it inevitably makes the fate of the one 
dependent upon that of the other, in future contests 
of party. Can anything be more fatal to the mer- 
chant or manufacturer than such an alliance ? 
What they mest of all require is a system of mod- 
eraie du so arranged as to withdraw the tariff 
question, as far as possible, completely from the 
arena of poli.cal contention. Their chief want is 


permanency and stability. Such an increase of the 
tariff i > necessary, in order to meet the 


duures of Government. Such 
> in the spirit of moderation and 
judicio erir a, would, I kave no doubt, 
be entirely satisfactcry to ihe American people. In 
the way cf accomplishing a measure so*salutary 
and so imperatively Gemanded by every public in- 
teres', the legisiative department will meet with a 


ECOHOM Le. 
an ing? 


“cordial 2o-operationon the part of the Executive. 


_ he regarded the question presented in the 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


This is all that the manufacturer ean desire, and it - 


vould -bé a burden ‘readily borne by the people. 
But I cannot too earnestly repeat, that, in order to 
be beneficial, it must be permanent; and in erder to 
be “permanent, it must command general acqui- 
escence. -But can‘ such permanency -be justly 
hoped for, it the tariff question be ‘coupled with 


that of distribution—as to: which a serious conflict of 


opinion ‘exists among the States and the people; 
which enlists in its support a bare majority—if, in- 
deed, there bea -majority—of. the two Houses of 
Congress? What permanency or stability can at- 
tach-to a measure which, warring upon itself, gives 
away a fruitful source of revenue at the moment it 
proposes a large increase of taxes on the people? 
Is the manufacturer prepared to stake himself and 
his interests upon such an issue? - i 

I know that it is urged (but most erroneously, 
in my opinion) that instability is just as apt to be 
produced by retaining the publie lands as a source 
of revenue, as from any other cause; and this is 
ascribed to a constant fluetuation, as it is said, in 
the amount of sales. If there be anything in 
this objection, it equally applies to every imposition 
of duties on imports, The amount of revenue an- 
nually derived from duties is constantly liable to 
change. ‘The regulations of foreign Governments, 
the varying productiveness of other countries, per- 
iods of excitement in trade, and a great variety of 
other circumstances, are constantly arising to affect 
the state of commerce, foreign and domestic, and, 
of consequence, the revenue levied upon it. The 
sales of the public domain in ordinary times are 
regulated by fixed laws, which have their basis in 
ademand increasing only. in the ratio of the in- 
crease of population. In recurring to the statis- 
tics connected with this subject, it will be perceived 
that, for a period of ten years preceding 1834, the 
average amount of land sales did not exceed 
$2.000,000. 

For the increase which took place in 1834~5 and 
*6, we are to look to that-peculiar condition of the 
country which grew out of one of the most extraor- 
dinary excitements in business and speculation 
that have ever occurred in the history of commerce 
and currency. It was the fruit of a wild spirit cf 
adventure, engendered by a vicious system of cre- 
dits, under the evils of which the country is still 
laboring, and which it is fondly hoped will not 
soon recur. Considering the vast amount of in- 
vestments made by private individuals in the pub- 
lic lands. during those three years, and which 
equalled $43,000,000, (equal to more than 20 
years’ purchase,) taking the average of sales of the 
ten preceding years, it may be safely asserted that 
the result of the public Jand sales can kold out 
nothing to alarm the manufacturer with the idea of 
instability in the revenues, and consequently in 
the course of the Government. 

Under what appears to me, therefore, the sound- 
est considerations of public policy, and in view of 
the interests of every branch of domestic industry, I 
return you the bill, with these my objections to its 
becoming alaw, : 

I take oceasion emphatically to repeat my 
anxious desire. to co-operate with Congress in the 
passing of a law which, while it shali assist in sup- 
plying the wants of the treasury, and re-establish 
public credit, shall afford to the manufacturing in- 


terests of the country all the incidental protection. 


they require. 

After all, the effect of whatI do is substantially 
to call on Congress to reconsider the subject. If, 
on such reconsideration, a majority of two-thirds 
of both Houses should be in favor of the measure, 


_ it will become a law, notwithstanding my objec- 


tions. In acaseof clear and manifest error on 
the part of the President, the presumption of the 
Constitution is, that such majorities will be found. 
Should they be so found in this case, having con- 
scientiously discharged my own duty, I shall eheer- 
fully acquiesce in the result. - 

JOHN TYLER. 

Wasnineton, August 9th, 1849, 

The message having been read through— 

Mr. FILLMORE obtained the floor. He said 
message 
as one of too mech imporiance to be-considered 
until the message could be printed, and à eopy 


placed in the hands of each member. 
| the House would agree to the motion’ which’ he 


He hoped 


should make; which was, that the message of the 
President be entered on the journal, as prescribed 
by the Constitution; that it be printed, and that: its 
consideration be postponed until to morrow. Upon 
this motion, he moved the previous question. | 
Mr. BOWNE desired to have 10,000 additional 
copies printed; but his motion was ruled out of 
order. f a 
- The previous question was then sustained, an 
Mr. Finumore’s motion adopted. A 
[The crowd which had assembled in the galler- 
ies and in the House then quietly dispersed, leav- 
ing but few spectators and as few members.) 
Mr. STANLY offered a resolution, (which was 
adopied,) providing that the bill for the reorganiza- 


‘tion of the army should be taken out of committee 


at 4 o’elock this day. 
Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL gave notice that he 
should ask leave to introduce the following bill: ` 
The Clerk was about to read it for information; 
but Mr. BOTTS and others objected. 


A BILL to provide revenue from imports, 

Be it enucted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That, from and after the passage of this act, the same duties 
upon imports shall be leviec, collected, and paid, under thesame 
laws, rules, and regulations, which were levied, collected, and 
paid, between the Ist day of January, one thousand eight hun. 
dred and thirty-eight, and the last day of December, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and thirty-nine, under the provisions of the 
act approved 2d March, 1833, entitled “An act to modify the act 
of the i4th of July, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-two, 
and all other acts imposing duties on imports.” 

Sre.2. And be it further enacted, That, on the importa: 
tion of all the articles made subject to a duty of 20 per cent. ad 
valorem, under the provisions of the act entitled “An act re- 
lating to duties and drawbacks,’ approved September 11th, 
1841, there shal! hereafter be levied, collected, and paid, a dut; 
of 30 per cent. ad valorem, except upon railroad iron, whic 
shall be subject to the same rate of duty as bar or bolt iron, of 
similar manufacture, under the Ist section of this act; but noth- 
ing herein contained shall be so construed as to deprive any 
State or incorporated company, which shall have imported 
railroad iron prior to the 3d day of March next, of the benefits 
and advanteges secured to them respectively by the proviso to 
the 5th section of the said act relating to the duties and draw- 
backs, 

Mr. ROOSEVELT rose, as he said, toa privi- 
leged question. He wished to move a reconsidera- 
tion of the vote adopted yesterday for an adjourn- 
ment of Congress on the 22d inst. His object was 
to fix an earlier day. f j 

The motion was ruled out of order. : 

The House then resolved itselt into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 


Bricos of Massachusetts in the chair.) 


On motion of Mr. STANLY, the committee 
took up the report of the committee of conference, 
on the disagreement between the two Houses wpon 
the army bill. The report of the committee was 
read. 


The committee recommended the retaining of the 
second regiment of dragoons; but that, after the 
4th of March next, it be dismounted; and converted 
into a rifle corps. . 


The committee recommended, in the next place, 
to reduce the number of privates in each company 
of the artillery and infantry regiments to forty- 
two. need 

To allow the re-enlistment of non-commissioned 
officers, 80 as to preserve more perfectly the organ- 
ization of the army. 

In regard to the national armories, the committee 
proposed to retain the military superintencents at 
prezent appointed; but, at the same time, to retain 
all the amendments as to the reduction of salaries 
in those establishments, ` 

The committee also recommended the abolition 
of the offices of twenty military storekeepers. 

_ The first legislation affecting the “peace estab- 
lishment” after the reduction of the army at the 
close of the war with Great Britain, according to 
the act of March, 1815, is found in the act entitled 
“An act for organizing the general staff, and ma- 
king further provision for the army,” approved 
April 24, 1816. By ihe 5th section of this act, 
which makes provision for the purchasing depart 
ment, “as many military storekeepers -as . the:ser- 
vice may require, whose salaries shall be regulated 
by the Secretary of War, ‘according to: the duty 
they may perform,” were authorized. The proviso: 


| Of theth section of the act required that they ‘be: 


submitted’ td the Senate. for their confirmation 
the. same.manner-as the officers of the army.’ : 
iW henext- legislation-on the subject will be found 
in-the 9th section of the act entitled “An act to re- 
duce.and fix-the military peace establishment of 
the United States,” approved March 2, 1821; “and 
that there shall be one-commissary of purchases, 
and two military storekeepers, to be attached to the 
purchasing department;” and the said act of March 
2, 1821, furnishes the only authority for appointing 
storekeepers of any description whatever. 

>The twenty-three storekeepers, over and above 
the two under the act of 1821, are now in service, 
without the sanction of law or necessary impliea- 
tion. Nordo the requirements of: the service de- 
mand such agents. When the Ordnance Depart- 
ment was nearly doubled, in 1838, it was expressly 
understocd that storekeepers would not afterwards 
be required. 

Both committees, with the evidence before them, 
thought these officers unnecessary, and unauthor- 
ized. by law. 

Besides the two surgeons and ten assistant- 
surgeons already dismissed in the bill, the com- 
mittee had recommended the dismissal of one 
inspector-general. 

The committee recommend that the Senate 
agree to all the amendments cf the House redu- 
eing extra allowances. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Indiana addressed the 
committee in opposition to the conference report, 
‘He based his opposition chiefly on the ground that 
the report proposed to abolish the military store- 
keepers, and transfer the duties proposed by them 
to officers, giving no bond, and affording the Gov- 
ernment no security that the large amount of 
property caming into their possession would be 
faithfully administered. 

. Mr. FESSENDEN addressed the House at 
length in support of the report of the committee 
of conference. 

Mr. ADAMS spoke his hour, which he cccupied 
with a constitutional argument, in reply to the as- 
sumption of President Tyler that he is an indepzn- 
dent branch of the legislative power of the country, 
and also in reply to the speech of his colleague, 
[Mr. Cusnina ] 

Mr. MARSHALL next addreszed the commit- 
tee, chiefly in reply to the gentleman from Mussa- 
chusetts, [Mr. Apams,] aad against a reduction of 
the army. . 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL inquired whether the re- 
port of the confzrence committees would bave to 
be concurred in or rejected without amendment. 

The CHAIR replied that it could not be amend- 
ed. 


Mr. J. CAMPBELL then said that he hoped the 
report would be rejected. Ha» thought the confer- 
ence committees had transcended their power, and 
introduced new matter into the bill. He regarded 
the abolition of the office of storekeeper as highly 
improper. These storekecpers gave beavy bonds 
for the faithful performance of their duties; and. 
without them, there could be no mode of holding 
Officers of the Ordnance Gepsariment to proper ac- 
countability, except through courts-martial, where 
the responsibility could not always be traced to its 
proper source. Should the report be agreed to in 
Commitee of the Whole, he should press the point 
of order he bad raised in the House—that the 
committee of conference had transcended their 
powers. 

Mr. W. B. CALHOUN opposed the report, and 
contended that the views cf the majority in the 
House had not been represented in the conference 
committee. He argued at length against the mill- 
tary superintendence now established at the ar- 
mories, and in favor of restoring the old system. 

The bour of 4 o’clock p. m. having arrived, 

Mr. EVERETT moved that the Committee of 
the Whole recommend that the iTouse disagree to 
the report of the committee of conference, and ask 
ancther conference. 

«Mr. STANLY called for tellers, which were ap- 
pointed, (Messrs. Cowen and Turney ;) and they 
reported ayes 91, noes not counted. 


2 int 


On'motion of Mr. BARTON, the committee then 


rosé; and thé chairman reported to the House that 


the commitice recommended a disagreement to the | 


report of the commitiee of conference, 


“but yielded the floor, with the understanding that 


pointment of a new committee.. : 
Mr. BRIGGS was about to address the House, 


and the ap» 


no other gentleman would speak, 

The question was then taken on 
the’report of the committee of conference, and car- 
ried in the affirmative. os oe 

Much confusion then ensued— various members 
endeavoring, at the same time, to get particular 
business up before the House. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT wished to have his motion to 
reconsider the adjournment resolution taken up, 

Mr. McKAY gave notice of his intention to 
move a reconsideration of the vote of yesterday, 
on the bill for the payment of the Florida militia. 

Mr. FILLMORE made a remark in relation to 
the army bill—not heard. 

Mr. ADAMS suggested that it would be nezes- 
sary to act upon the bill for the reorganization of 
the army. 

Mr. McKENNAN moved that the House go 
into committee on the bill to provide for naval 
hospitals on the Western waters. 

Mr. HOLMES moved an adjournment;. upon 
which motion the yeas and nays were taken at the 
call of Mr. McKENNAN, (much excited,) who 
said the House should not adjourn earlier than 6 
o'clock daring the remainder of the session. ` 

The House refused to adjourn—yeas 65, 
nays 113. 

Mr. McKENNAN then renewed his motion to 
go into Committee of the Whoie on the state of 
the Union: earried—yeas 82. 

Mr. McKENNAN moved that the committee 
take up the bill making appropriations for sites for 
marine hospitals on the Wesiera waters. 

Mr. ARNOLD, The bill reducing the compen- 
sation of members of Congress. 

Mr.C.J.JNGERSOLL. The bill for the relief 
of Major General Andrew Jackson. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. House bill 
No. 331. 

Mr. COWEN. Senate bill No. 53. 

Mr. TURNEY. House bill No. 269. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT. The bill from the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, to sunply certain defects 
in the laws imposing duties on imporis. 

The question was taken upon the first-named bill, 
and the Chairman announced it to be decided in 
the affirmative: Many members, at the same 
time, calling for a count; which the Chair did not 


“make. 


Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL appealed from the de- 
cision of the Chair. He denied that the question 
could be decided whilst a count was called for and 
not taken. 


Much confusion followed; during which, though 
many members atiempted to address the commit- 
tee, no one was allowed to be heard. 

During the confusion prevailing, the Chairman 
rose and said it would be seen that he had not the 
physical power to keep order. 

Mr. C. BROWN said the Chairman [Mr. 
CLARK] had better find out the way to do right! 
His conduct was an arbitrary attempt to do a fla- 
grant wrong, and would not be submitted to by the 
committee, if it had any respect for itself or its 
rights. 

After some further noise, 

Mr. TURNEY moved that the committee rise: 
rejecied—yeas 73, nays 79. 

Mr. TURNEY expressed a desire to have the 
marine hospital bill laid aside to be reported, and 
House bill 269 taken up. 

A calm having now come over the committee— 

Mr. COWEN addressed the Chair in oppesition 
to the bill. He contended that the contract to sell 
these sites, for which this bill contained an appro- 
priation, was conditional, 

Mr. McKENNAN replied, and advocated the 
appropriation. 

Mr. MALLORY inquired how the hospitals were 
to be supported—by the Government, out of the 
treasury, or by a tax upon the seamen? 


Mr. McKENNAN replied that the seamen | 
would be taxed to create a fund for the support of. 


the hospital—20 cents a month, 


of 


disagreeing to ` 


Mr. S 


keepers, &c. Should this bill pase, it would te but 
a beginning, and would be followed by applicants 
for hospitals in all quarters. ` oo 

Mr. REYNOLDS advocated the hill as a meas- 
ure of relief to the sailors of the West. 

Mr. GWIN said that, in addition.to what had 
been stated by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
(Mr. McKennan,] as to the embarraxsments.that 
had been brought upon the individuals who had 
sold their property to the Government: for sites for 
hospitals in default of payment, that the gentleman 
in Natehez, from whom the purchase was made, is 
now reduced to poverty; and has been, in part, ‘rue 
ined by the want of this money. He had received, 
a letter from him within a few days, urging the 
passage of a law to pay him his money; and it was 
most unjust to withhold it longer. : : 

He was. astonished at the opposition to this bill, 
because-it may tend to the establishment of hose 
pitals at the points selected. Wo part of the Unis 
ted States needed hospitals so much—-rspeciatty on. 
the lower Mississippi, dering tba prevalence of 
yellow fever in New Orleass. sons travalling 
up the river are liable to be aitacved with the disa 
ease, and often are put ashore, and die wi-hout 
sheiter, for want of hospitais. Citizens will not ads 
mit those afflicied with contzgtous diseases into 
their houses; and they may die for want of the ate 
tention that could be bestowed upon them if they 
entered hospitals.’ He had received a letter from 
the mayor of the city of ‘Vicksburg, since he had . 
taken his seat here, stating that the corporate aua 
torities of that city had paid, last year, ten thous- 
and dollars in establishing a hospital for destitute 
foreigners. y l 

It was a most onerous tax upon the citizens of 
that place, borne down as they are by the embar- 
rassments of the times; and he had determined to 
ask an appropriation for a hospital at that point, 
tut had been deterred from the hopelessness of the 
case; seeing such aa unwillingness to pav forthe 
site already purchased in that Siate at Natchez. 
This question, important as it was to bis canstitus 
ents, was infinitely more go to the citizens of Mise, 
souri, Kentucky, Tennessce, Ohio, Indiana, and 
Illinois, who annually trade to New Orleans; and 
other points on the Mississippi and Ohio rivers. Man 
ny valuable lives are lost for the want of hospitals, 
especially at New Orleans, N z, and Vieks= 
burg The one in New Odleans is sti 
An sppropriaiion cf fifteen thousand dollars would 
complete it; yet not an effort hss been made this 
session to get this appropriation to finish so ims 
portant a public work. 

He wouid not trouble the Hoewe, at thisdate 
hour of the day, with any further remaiks. He 
hoped this bill would not only be passed, but that 
the hospitals would be commenced and finished.. 
A more useful expenditure of money could not be 
madi; it was in asection cf the Usion which pays 
milions into the treasury, and where none of the 
public money is expended. 

Mr. STANLY cffrred an amendment, malting 
an appropriation for a marine hospital in North 
Carolina. BEG 

Mr. POPE advocated the biil, and regretted that 
any attempt should be made to amend in ` 

Mr. STEENROD cficred an amendment, ma« 
king an appropriation of ¢5,500 for a marine hose. 
pital at Wheeling, Va. He addrewed the coms 
mittee for some time in favor of maine hospitals, 
on the Western waters. 

Mr. COWEN replied to the aigumenis adduced 
in favor of the bill. i : 

The amendments offered ty Mescrs. STANLY 
and Steenrod were then rejected. ‘The bill wag 
then laid aside ‘to be reported. 

On motion of Mr. T. J. CAMPBELL, the cone 
mittee took up the bill from the Senate entitied 
“An act to provide for the payment of horses of 


wet 


Other property lost or destroyed in the military ser- 
* “vice of the United States.” ee nen S 
Aftera brief discussion thereon, . (the bill. being 


~ thereby placed first in order of those referred to 


“the Committtee of the Whole on.the state of the 
“Union,)-the committee rose, and, through their chair- 
` iman, reported to the House the bill making appro- 
priations for sites for marine hospitals. `- 
| Mr. McKENNAN hoped the bill would be now 
acted on in the House. - 
‘A motion to adjourn was, however, made and 
carried, and the House adjourned at 6 o'clock, 


IN SENATE. 


‘Wepnespay, August 10, 1842. 

_ The PRESIDENT pro tem. iaid before the Sen- 
ate a message from the President of the United 
States, transmitting a letter from the Acting Sec- 
retary cf the Treasury, covering a report from the 
Commissioner of the Public Buildings, showing the 
amount of payments for work done on the Penn- 
sylvania avenue. 

On: motion of Mr. PRESTON, referred to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia, ` 


THE NAVY PENSION FUND. 

Mr. PRESTON remarked that there were some 

Senators who wished to record their voles on prop- 

. ositions connected with the bill which .passed the 
Senate yesterday, making appropriations to supply 
the deficiency in the navy pension fund. He 
therefore moved to reconsider the vote on its 
passage. 

The question was put on the motion, and it was 
carried in the affirmative; and the bill was laid on 
the table for the. present. _ 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Pensions, 
reported back, without amendment, House bills 
for the relief of Dorothea Bowner and Jacob Jack- 
son; and recommended their passage. 

Mr. HENDERSON, from the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, to which bad been referred 
House bilis for the relief of H. Eugene Borell and 
Thomas W. Chinn, reported the same back with- 
out amendment. 

Also, reported back, from the same committee, 
without amendment, House bills for the relief of 

Antonio Cherino, James Journey, and Elizabeth 
Burress, her heirs or assigns. 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported back, with an amendment, the 
bill from the House changing the time of holding 
the district court cf the United States for the west- 
ern district of Virginia, and for other purposes. 

Mr. TAPPAN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which had been recommitted the 
documents touching the claim of Joseph Campan, 
made a favorable report; which was read, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. WOODBURY, the bill which 
he had, in an early part of the session, introduced, 
to increase the pay of certain officers in the reve- 
nue service, while serving in the navy of the Uni- 
ted States, was taken up for consideration; but, 

On the motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, who wish- 
ed to say something explanatory of the amendments 
recommended to be made to the bill by the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, it was postponed till to-mor- 
row, 


POLICE FOR WASHINGTON. 

Mr. SEVIER said that, on his motion, en yese 
terday, the biil establishing a police to protect the 
public and private property in the city of Wash- 
ington, was laid on the table. Since then, the 
hardships of the case had been pointed out to him 
by some of the citizens, who were indignant at the 
disposition made of the bill. He therefore moved 
to reconsider the vote laying the bill on the table. 
The question was put, and the motion was carried 
in the affirmative. 

Then, afier a few remarks by Mr. BAYARD, 
explanatory of the bill-—~ 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, its further consid- 
eration was postponed till to-morrow. 

‘The Senate bill to extend the right of pre-emp- 
tion to cerain settlers in the Territory of Iowa, 
on up in order, as in committee of the whole; 

Dien : 

On motion of Mr. SMITH of Indiana, the bill 
from. the House entitled An act to grant pre-emp- 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


‘tion rights to settlers in the Dubuque claim, (so. 


$ 


called,} in the Territory. of Iowa, being for the 
same object; but less objectionable in its details, 
was taken up, in lien of. the Senate bill. 

The bill was debated by Messrs. SMITH of 
Indiana, HUNTINGTON, CONRAD, -LINN, 
WALKER, BENTON, and McROBERTS; and, 
there being no proposition to amend the bitt; it 
was reported to the Senate, and finally passed. — 
~. Mr.. RIVES,. from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, to which had been referred several me- 
morials of claimants, complaining of the conduct 
of Mexico and the Mexican convention for the ad- 
justment of claims; and certain documents. from 
the State Department, touching the same subject,— 
made areport; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. R. said that he should, when the report came 
up for discussion, move that the committee be 
“dircharged from the consideration of the subjéet, 
for the reasons set forth in the report. 

Mr. CALHOUN presented two memorials, from 
Gadsden county, Fiorida, praying for the admis- 
sion of that Territory, as a State, into the Union, 
and for a donation of land; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


THE NAVY RATIONS. 


Engrossed bill, entitled An act to establish and 
regulate the navy rations, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

Engrossed bill, entitled An act to extend the 
time on which the duties on certain railroad iron 
imported by the State of Mich'gan, being laid 
down for permanent nse, may be remitted, came 
up on its third reading ;* when 

Mr. BUCHANAN made some remarks on the 
impropriety of admitting railroad iron free of duty 
at this time. 

Messrs, PORTER and WOODBRIDGE spoke 
in favor of the bill, showing that it was merely to 
operate on iron already imported, but which that 
State, owing to ils embarrassments, had not been 
able to lay down within the time presezibed by the 
law allowing the importation free of duty. The 
bill was then read the third time, and passed. ¢ 

On motion of Mr. CRITTENDEN, the bill 
from the House entitled An act to regulate the tes- 
timony in cases of contested elections, and for‘other 
purposes, (which was arrested on.jts second’ read- 
ing,) was taken up, read the second.time, ahd 18- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. f 


PURSERS IN THE NAVY, Í 


Mr. ARCHER moved to proceed to thé special 
orders, for the purpose of taking up the bill for the 
regulation of the pay and emoluments of pursers 
in the navy. 

The further consideration of the bill was re- 
sumed as in committee of the whole—the question 
pending being on the first amendment recom- 
mended by the Committee on Naval Affairs, which 
was to reduce the proposed salaries of parsers, 

Mr. WILLIAMS briefly explained. 

Mr. KING objected to the amount of salary pro- 
posed for each purser. He denied that pursers 
had to perform duties of such responsibility as had 
been alleged: they were the duties of a mere ac- 
countant, and could be performed by any ordinary 
clerk of industrious and honest habits. 

Mr. WILLIAMS observed that the responsibili- 
ty was considered such, by the Government, as to 
require that each purser shall give bonds and secu- 
rity to the amount of $25,000 for the faithful per- 
formance of bis duties. He referred to several 
congressional documents to show that the respon- 
sibilities and duties of pursers were as great as 
those of any officer connected with the navy or 
army. 

Mr. CHOATE contended that never, till now, 
had the remuneration of pursers been estimated .o 
low as in this bili. He considered the situation 
not only one of great responsibility, but one which 
requires great ability, integrity, and general capa- 
city to fill. 

The amendment was then adopted. 

The other amendments were read, and severally 
adopted. ‘ 

The bill was then reported back to the Senate, 
and the amendments. were concurred in. _ It was 
ordered to be engrossed, and reada third time. 
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l HE MARINE CORPS... 
The bil¥ to augment and reorganize the marine 
corps wag taken up, as in committee of the whole, 


„and read. 


Severk! amendments recommended by the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs were then sucecssiyely 
read. and adopted. They were mostly reductions 


| and modifications of the proposed augmentation. ~ 
Mr. ARCHER then submitted a new amend- | 
ment, to go in at the end of the bill, where it. would- 


stand as the fourth section. It was to cotifer 
power on the colonel or commandant of matines 
to assemble courts-martial, according to the usages 
of the army. 4 

The amendment was adopted. ` : 

` The bill being ready to be reported back to the 

Senate as amended— oe 

Mr. ARCHER handed to the Secretary a‘com~ 
munication, which was read, setting forth: the’ ne- 
cessity for the proposed augmentation of the ma- 
rine corps. 

By this communication it appeared thai upwards 
of 200 supernumerary marines were enlisted for 
guarding the navy-yards and marine depots— 
making the marine corps at present over 1,200. 

Mr. CALHOUN inquired by what authority of 
law these additional 200 marines had been en- 
listed? 

Mr. ARCHER said there was no legal authority 
at all for their enlistment. He understood the ne- 
cessity of employing supernumeraries to watch, the 
publie property arose out of the fact that the regu- 
lar marines had been draughted on board the differ- 
eat ships requiring them to make up their comple- 
ments, so that there was no alternative left to the 
department but to employ fresh hands to guard the 
yards and depots. He requested a letter, which he 
handed in on the subject, might be read. a 

The letter was read. It stated in detail the ne- 
cessity of the case, arte 

Mr. HUNTINGTON had for some time been 
aware that some addition to the marine corps was 
necessary; but ke was not yet satisfied to what ex- 
tent. He knew that the department had been 
driven to the necessity of.picking up transient per- 
sons to act as watchmen, for the protection of the 
public property inthe navy-yards and depots.. It 
was certainly desirable to place that daty in the 
hands of the marine corps, 

Mr. BAYARD said that the amount of plan- 
der carried away by those transient watchmen was 
inconceivable. The saving, itt this respect alone, 
would more than pay the increased expense of the 
marine corps. ° 

Mr. SEVIER inquired what increase was to be 
made to the marine corps?~—-whether the depart- 
ment had recommended the provisions of the bill? 
—-and whether the plan met the approbation of the 
Committee on Naval Affairs? 

Mr. ARCHER answered the three questions in 
the affirmative. He then stated that the very ir- 
regularity alluded to by the Senator from South 
Carolina [Mr. CaLnoun] had grown out of the ne- 
cessi'y of this augmentation of the marine corps. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON asked how many men 
were allowed, by existing laws, to be enlisted for 
the present corps? 

Mr. WILLIAMS replied, 1,000; and to this 
complement, 59 officers were allowed. The prop- 
osition now before the Senaie was to add 1,000 
men, and 37 officers. There are at present 250 
{3507} more than the 1,000 avthorized by law. 
The draughts from the several yards, to fill up the 
complemen:: of marines in the several ships of the 
navy, bad drained them of the few which used to 
have charge of these esiablishments. In conse- 
querce of ihis, citizens had to be employed as 
watchmen, at $1 50 a day each; whereas the pay 
of the marines is but $7 a month each. The de- 
partment had repeatedly applied to Congress for 
the necessary increase. He believed the difficulty 


was increased by some 200 cr 250 of the marines 


being engaged in the service in Fiorida, , 
Mr. CHOATE observed that this was not a new 
enterprise cf the Secretary of the Navy. So long 
back as the 15th October, 1839, the department 
urged the necessity of adding 1,400 to the marine 
corps. He pointed out the use of marines on board 


ship, where they are essential as aids to the officers’ 
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of the navy in the’ preservation of discipline and 
prevention of mutiny. ee ; f 
_.. Mr. CUTHBERT believed that a certain -por- 
tion of marines should be kept up at sea. He did 
Dot consider citizens employed by the day, ia the 
mere capacity of watchmen, as fit for guarding 
‘navy depois as regular marines. Recurring to the 
question of authority for enlisting more marines 
than was sanctioned by law, it would be necessary to 
-keep in view that the law is different as respects 
marines, and as respects sailors. The appropria- 
tions for sailors are so much; and the number of 
sailors depends on the amount—'hat is, the num- 
ber to be enlisted may go on till it reaches what 
will be covered by that amount, Not so with re- 
gard to marines; both the number to be enlisted 
and the pay are limited by law; and any usurpa. 
tion beyond the law, is justly a subject of in- 
uiry. 
r. ARCHER explained that the Committee 
on Nayal Affairs had recommended considerable 
modifications of the proposed increase. Although 
some irregularity had taken place, it bad grown 
out of the necessity of the case. This new arrange- 
ment would be, in reality, a great saving to the Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON was proceeding to show 
that less than a thousand marines were now in ser- 
vice, when interrupted by 

Mr. ARCHER, whe explained that not only 
was the full number au'horized by Jaw enlisted, but 
there were actually 369 men more employed than 
sanctidned by law, 

Mr. HUNTINGTON continued, stating that if 
2,000 marines were shown to be absolutely neces- 
‘sary, he would not object to the expense. But if 
this necessity could not be shown, he wontd hesi- 
late, in the present condition of the country, about 
agreeing to the proposition. 

Mr. ARCHER observed that the demand of the 
department was for 2000 additional marines. 
The committee had agreed to recommend only an 
addition of 696 and odd men; which, with the 360 
employed now,. without authority of law, would 
make the second thoasand. The present corps 
consists of 1,000 men and 59 officers: the addition 
will be 1,000 men and 37 officers. Even this is 
not enough, according to the estimate of the depart- 
ment. But the committee was not prepared to 
recommend, in the present condition of the coun- 
try, the full increase demanded. 


Mr. WOODBURY had not, for some years, been 
familiar with this sabject; but, when he ‘vas con- 
versant with such affairs, be did consider the ma- 
rines a most useful guard, and important in the 

. seyvice; but be never thought they should, as in 
‘regiments of the army, have field officers, There 
must be.a colonel or head. If the corps is to be 
augmented, it is proper to dispense with all un- 
necessary field officers. They are merely nominal 
—having no real duties to perform. The qnestion 
is, whether an increase, and to what amount, is 
necessary. Nobody supposed more than from 40 
to 50 men would be required at each yard on shore, 
There are seven yards to be guarded; which, at most, 
wouldnot require an increase of more than 300 men. 
The watchmen employed for the protection of these 
yards, for some time back, were not, as supposed, 
through some strange misapprehension, under any 
necessity of being enlisiedas marines. They were 
only hired, as carpenters are bired, or any other 
citizens, to perform certain duties for the Govern- 
ment. Ifthe navy was placed on a regular peace 
establishment, there would be no necessity for an 
increase of the marine corps. As it is, there are 
not eight hundred guns afloat, and the usual com- 
plement of marines to each ship is one for every 
gun; so that eight hundred would be sufficient at 
sea, and surely four hundred would be enough 
onshore. But ifitis decided that the yards must 
be guarded by marines, there would, of course, be 
a hecessity for some addition. This addition need 
not, however, exceed from three to five hundred. 
If the Navy Department says these yards must be 
guarded by marines, he would be in favor of some 
addition—though not, certainly, to the extent pro- 
posed. 

Mr. CHOATE read a few sentences from the 
annual report of the Secretary of the Navy, point- 


ing out the necessity for an increase of the marine - 
corps, to three times the number now allowed. - 
‘The report sta‘es that citizens are obliged to be 
employed as- guards and watchmen, at wages far 


higher than the pay of marines; and that these 
men are not amenable to the rigor of martial law 
or discipline of arms—a great disadvantage to the 
service. : 

Mr. CUTHBERT wished to know from the 
chairman of the Committee on Naval Affairs, if 
the 200 or 250 men employed over.the number 
authorized by law are actually enlisted, and wear- 
ing the uniform of the marine corps? 

Several Senators expressed a desire that the bill 
might be postponed, to give time for further con- 
sideration. . j 

Mr. HUNTINGTON moved to postpone it till 
to-morrow. : 

Mr. CALHOUN hoped it would be allowed to 
lie over; and that more exact information would be 
prooureg on those points which had been adveri- 
ed to. 

Mr. ARCHER, afier a few remarks, concurring, 
the further consideration of the bill was postponed 
till to-morrow. 

STEAMSHIPS OF WAR. 

The Senate biil No. 241, to authorize the Seere- 
tary of the Navy to contract for the building of 
certain steam vessels for the service of the navy of 
the United States, and appropriating one million of 
dollars for that purpose, was next taken up, at Mr. 
ARCHER'S request. 

Mr. ARCHER observed that, in the present con- 
dition of the treasury, the Committee on Naval 
Affairs would be induced to waive passing this bill, 
unless some gentlemen thought a portion of the 
vessels might be built. He would, if there was 
no such suggestion, move to lay the bill on the 
table. 

Mr. BUCHANAN and Mr. CUTHBERT hoped 
the bill, at such an unpropitious time, would be 
laid on the table. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE, aware that the Senate 
considered this an unpropitious time to augment 
the expenses of the departments, would not press 
any motion ia support of the bill; he, however, 
pointed out the importance of. some speedy action, 
for the purpose of providing a steamship force on 
the lakes, and adverted to the exertions of Great 
Britain to gain the entire command of those waters, 
as well asof the Gulf of Mexico, by means of her 
steamships. 

Mr. ARCHER admitied that there was much 
force in the Senator’s remarks; and he doubied not 
that the subject was attracting the attention of the 
whole country, and would lead to the adoption of 
the system recommended. At present, he would 
move to lay the bill on tze table. 

Mr. CUTHBERT urged as another reason why 
tha Government should not construct those vessels 
now, that experiments were making in machinery 
with a view to its application hereafter to steam 
vessels. 

It was accordingly laid on the table. 

Mr. PRESTON moved to go into executive 
session. 

The Senate then went into executive session, 
and, after some time spent therein, adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay August 10, 1842. 

Mr. MALLORY, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported two Senate bilis. 

Mr. J. C CLARK, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported several Senate bills, with and 
without amendments; also a bill “authorizing the 
examination and survey of the harbor of Memphis, 
Tennessee;” which was read twice, and referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. BARNARD, frem the Committee on the 
Judiciary, made a report, accumpanied by a 
bill for the relief of John T. Skinner, and the 
legal representatives of Isaac Green: read twice, 
and referred to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. FILLMORE then called up the business of 
the morning hour—the report from the Committee 
on Indian Affairs, in relation to the refusal of 


the Secretary of War to furnish information te jf 


the House, respecting the frauds alleged | 
been committed upon the Cherokee Indians.: 


< Mr. CARUTHERS, who- was eniitled to the. 
fluor, addressed the House at length in justifica- 
tion of thereport of the committee, (which censures 
the Secretary of War,) and in reply to the remarks 
of.the gentleman from Indiana, (Mr. Prorrit.] © | 
He contended that the power assumed by the 
Execuiive to institute commissions, and investigate 
frauds, was unwarranted by the Constitution, and 
contrary to the genius of our Govermuent. i 

Mr. C. concluded’ by moving the previous ques- 
tion; which was seconded by the House—ayes 
82, noes 70. i 

Mr. BOWNE called for the yeas and nays on 
ordering the main ‘question; which were ordered. © 

The morning hour having expired— 


+ The SPEAKER announced the special orderto 


be the reconsideration of the tarif till, returned 
yesterday with the objections of the President. 

Mr. ADAMS, who hed the floor, made, in the 
commencement of his remarks, some observations, 
which were lost to:the reporter, before order was , 
sufficiently restored: they were underftcod, how- / 
ever, ‘to be as expressions of his regret at the col; 
lision which had taken place betweenthe execj- 


which he feared it was destined long to continue, 
would have been remedied. Peace, prosperity, ered- 
it, and honor would bave taken the place of all these 


distresses which now harg over the country. The 
mere reconcilement of the two branches of the 
Legislature with the Executive would, of itself, have 
been hailed with joy; and that reconcilement would 
have been the harbinger of joyous and prosperous 
times to the country. Sir, (aid Mr. A.,) that 
hope has been blasted; and now, by the paper be- 
fore the House, the executive awd Jegislative 
branches of the Government are placed in a state . 
of civil war, and for which there was, in bis opine 
ion, no remedy, but that remedy which the people 
must take in their cwn hands. War, he said, was 
declared; and he admitted. now, that on the part of 
the Executive himself, there was no retreat with- 
out disgrace; and he held that this and the other 
House of Congress could not retreat, without being 
disgraced also. The position was taken on both 
sides; the issue was given and accepted; and now, 
there was nothing left but an appeal to the Ged 
of batlles—which might God, in his infinite mercy, 
prevent. [Laughter.] 

The issue was complete; and now, though not 
concurring in the sentiments of his colleague, (Mr. 
Cusuina,} that it was the destiny of this Congress 
to accomplish the prostration of the Government of 
the country, he concarred with him in the result; 
and the question now was, on whom the res ponsi- 
bility would rest. His colleague had already laid 
this responsibility on Congress—meaning thereby 
the majority of the two Houses. They. were told 
yesterday by another gentleman, that, although he 
did nit concur in the imputation thrown on Con- 
gress by his colleague, and that, from an esprit du 
corps, when the question should come to issue, he 
would be found with the House and with Congress, 
yet they would find ita difficult task to put it on 
the shoulders where it belonged, and cast it from 
themselves. Assuming that there was nothing 
further to take place on this subject between the 
Executive and the Legisla'ure—whicb,. as he said 
before, could not take place without disgrace on 
one side or the other—be wished to submit a few 
observations of inquiry as to where the respensi- 
bility should fall. 

He should not have to enter iato the details of the 
comparison which would be necesrary for the peo- 
ple of this country to institute between the. pro- 
ceedings of the Congress of the United States, and 
the proceedings of the Executive, since be had been | 
inthe executive chair. He would simply allude 
to the points which it would te necessary to dis- 

“cuss, in comparing the acts and proceedings of thy 


Jegistative body ‘since thè commencement of the — 


“gece Administration, and-of the action of the 
Executive in tegardtothem. In referring to the 
acts of Congress, it-was with very great satisfac- 
tion that he had been able to say that a very great 
portion. of:the rancor of party. spirit which they 
had witnessed had nothing to` do with the proceed- 
ings of Congress; that some of the most important 
acts of the Congress of the United States. had had 
very little of party in them; and that the party 
atyling themselves Democratic contributed as much 
as the majority to those acts, which hë should now 
endeavor to enumerate. x 
-The first act which was accomplished by the 
Congress of the United States was the general 
bankrupt act—a measure of great relief to a dis- 
tressed portion of the community; and.candor com- 
pelled him to say that, so far as regarded that act, 
the majority did not come in collision with: the 
Executive, and that it was signed by him. How 
far, insigning it, he gave satisfaction to that portion 
of the community on which henceforth he must 
rely, he (Mr. A.) would not undertake to say. 
That act, however, could not have been passed 
without the assistance of some portion of the party 
caljing themselves the Democracy; and it was car- 
ried through, against a most formidable opposition. 
‘This was not one of the sources of difference be- 
tween the Executive and Congress, neither was it 
one of the things for which the Executive or Con- 
gress could be held responsible; for, whether good 
or evil resulted.from it, each must share the re- 
sponsibility. 

The next act was that first and most material 
remedy to be applied. to the relief of the forlorn 
and wretched condition of the nation when this 
party came into power—the establishment ¢? ana- 


tional bank. What had Congress done in relation ‘ 


to that subject? They passed the aci; and what 
did the Executive do? He vetoed it. Congress 
then passed another measure having the same ob- 
jects in view, and expressly framed for the purpose 
of avoiding the objections which the Executive had 
made to the first. How was that received? Ditto— 
“veto and ditto.” Now, the administration óf this 
Government had for its object the welfare of the 
people; and it was the decided, honest, conscien- 
tious conviction of the majority of the two Houses 
of Congress, that at that time a Bank of the 
United States was one of the most important and 
vital measures to be taken for the relief of the 
country. 


His colleague and himself both voted against 
that bill, believing that it was too much accom- 
modated to the passions and prejudices of the Ex- 
excutive, and that too much was sacrificed in the 
hope of obtaining his approbation. The first bill 
was called a Bank of the United States—with an 
honest name-—what it purported to be: that meas- 
ure had the sanction of a majority of both Houses 
of Congress—it was the act of Congress. There 
might be a diversity of opinion in the House, and 

: a. powerful party entertaining the opinion that this 
‘was nol a measure calculated i0 restore the pros- 
perity of the country; but what then was the re- 
jection of that measure? A negative act, at best. 
It was, at best, but a warning off of evil. It did no 
good, and left the country in the same desperate 
state that it was in before the act was passed; it left 
the country to suffer under all those evils, for the 
remedy of which the present Administration was 
placed in power. Was this an act for which the 
country ought to be grateful? Was the fai!yre of 
that measure of relief, a matter for which the Con- 
gress of the United States was responsible? No; 
the responsibility for the failure of that measure 
rested entirely upon the head of the Executive, 
And new, sir, (said Mr. A.) when we go before 
the pecple—-he and ‘his party, and we and ours—to 
join in this bate, what will he say, and what will 
we say, as to the responsibility of that measure? 
‘We acted, and he declared that action should not 
be had; but did he propose a substitute? Yes, he 

- did; and when it was brought before him for his 
signature—framed to meet his views, to the very 
letter of his recommendation—it was vetoed again. 
There was more than one member of Congress 
who had the eviderice that he had pledged himself 
to sign it. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. _ 


"A message was here received from the Senate, © 


by Mr. Dicuss, their Secretary; after which, 

Mr. A. continued. In referring to this second 
act, for the purpose of ascertaining where the re- 
sponsibility for its failure should rest, it would re- 
‘cur to. the memory of every member of the House 
that the views and opinions of the Executive were 
indulged to an extent that never before was done in 
a legislative body—even to the extent of a change 
of names, and calling a bank a fiscality, or an ex- 
chequer of issue; or, in fact, any name but that 
odious one of asbank. What came next? Re- 
trenchment. In the gencral operations of the two 
Houses, the spirit of retrenchment had, perhaps, 
been over-acted. Many thought so.. They had 
the measure reported by the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia [Mr. Summers] cperating upon the expendi- 
tures of the House, cutting down and abridging 
the members themselves of that portion of trifling 
expenditures necessary for their convenience, and 
cutting down many other necessary expenditures. 
A large retrenchment in this way had been made. 
They had also three or four select committees on 
the subject of retrenchment, from which bills had 
originated. There was the committee cf the gen- 


tleman from Georgia, [Mr. Meaiwetuer,] that of © 


the gentleman from Albemarle, [Mr. GILMER,] 
with several others, whose reports were before 
them. Then there were the reductions proposed 
in relation to the army and navy; and let him say, 
that, whenever a retrenchment or reduction of the 
expenditures of the nation was seriously to be con- 
sidered, it must be in the army and navy. 


There (said Mr. A.) you may re‘veach millions; 
in’the expenses of Congress, you retrench picayunes. 
You never will retrench for the benefit of the peo- 
ple of this corntry, till you retrench the army and 
navy twenty millions, And yet he kad heard of 
bringing down the expenditures of the Government 
to twenty millions, Wes this great retrenchment 
to bo effected by cuttin. oif the paper of members, 
ty reducing the number of pages, and cutting 
down the salaries of the door-keepers?. How mueh 
could be retrenciied in that way? If there was to 
be any real retrenchment, it must be in the army 
and navy. A sincere and honest determination to 
reduce the expenses of the Government, was the 
spirit of a very large portion of the two parties in 
the House; znd that was a spirit ia which the De- 
mocracy had more meri! than the other party. He 
came here as an bumbie follower of tuose who 
went for retrenchment; and, so heip him God, so 
long as he kept his seat here, he would continue to 
urge retrenchment in the expenditures of the mili- 
tary and naval force. Wrell, what was the cor- 
responding action of the Executive on this subjec'? 
It was a recommendation to increase the expendi- 
tures both for the army and navy. They kad esti- 
mates from the Warand Navy Departments of 
twenty millions. The additions proposed to the 
armed force, as he observed yesterday, fifteen mil- 
lions would not provide for. Where was the spirit 
of retrenchment on the part of the Executive, 
which Congress had a right to expect? How had 
he met the spirit manifested by Congress for re- 
trenchment of the expenditures of the Govern- 
ment? By words—words—and nothing else but 
words. 

And, next, there was the apportionment bill; 
and while on that, too, he must do justice to the 
Democratic party. The number that was assumed 
in that bill as the basis of representation, he 
thought very improper, very unjas', very much 
opposed to the popular principle on which that 
House should be constituted. But there was one 
leading principle in that act, which would have 
saved a multitude of sins—and that was, the single- 
district system. That single-distric! principle was 
introduced by a gentleman belonging to the Demo- 
cratic party—[no, no]—by the gentleman from 
South Carolina—[no, no.) He was the intr 
ducer of that principle into that House; and it 
would not have been carried without him and 
those of the Demceratic party who voted with 
him. That bill, then, was supplemental to the 
Constitution of the United States, and it ought 
to have formed part of the Constitution. What 
said the Constitution?. That the pecple should be 
so divided, that there should be a Representative 


for a certain number of inhabitants. But five Rep- 
resentatives for five times that number of inhabit- 
ants was not one Representative for each of the 
prescribed numbers; and it was not only unconsti-~ 
tutional, but of a most pernicious character; and it 
was impossible that it could be tolerated for any 
lengih of time. This apportionment bill provided 
the remedy. It carried out a simple provision of 
the Constitution, and a pepular principle, into full 
effect, And what had the Executive done with 
that-bill? He had “approved” the bill; but he had 
annexed to it a bane to destroy the efficacy of thé 
antidote; and what the consequence would be, 
they would soon see. There were upon that floor, 
as they might have seen, a number of members 
who were opposed to that principle of single repre- 
sentation for party purposes, for the benefit of the 
negative strength which it gave them against the 
justice which belongs to the great Slates of this 
Union; for an election by a general ticket never 
represented more than one-half of the people. , 

That act of the President, then, was a veto ul- 
der a mask. Then came the propositions to ine 
crease the army and the navy; then came the tare 
if: and the tariff completed the system of the Whig 
party in the two Houses of Congress. The tariff 
was the instrumeut by which the revenues were to 
be raised, to correspond with the expenditure; and, 
with labor, and against mighty opposition, that 
measure was carried through twice; and two bills 
had been sent to the President for approbation, and 
he had vetoed them both—and for reasons, be [Mr, 
Apams] supposed, that were satisfactory to himself, 
[Laughier.] What else had he done? He (Mr. 
ApaMs) said-—-the Judiciary Committee said—(and 
every lawyer who had risen in that House, and 
had undertaken to defend the measure, took care to 
disclaim the opinions of the President as his own) 
that they had come to the collection of ship-money 
on executive authority. The President bad ase 
sumed the power to raise revenue for the country; 
and, in raising that revenue, he had undertaken to 
make regulations by which the value of the arti- 
cles was to be determined—-which the law de- 
clared should be done by Congress. That was 
what he had undertaken to do; and how did he 
stand before the nation on that? Why, they were 
told it was a question of law, -to be decided 
by the Supreme Court of the United States, 
He admitted it must be decided by that court, or 
that jurors would have to decide wheiher the Pres- 
ident of the United States had the power of raising 
money by regulations, which the law said should be 
made by Congress; and thereby levying hundreds 
of thousands of dollars from the people. If it 
were to depend alone on the Supreme Court of 
the United States, he should have some hesitation, 
for he well remembered when the question of 
“ship money” was brought up in England, the 
courts decided that the power was in the King, and 
they imposed a fine for resisting it. He (Mr. 
Apams) had not entire confidence in the Supreme 
Court of the United States, which, in what might 
be deemed a necessity, might, as did the judges of 
England, justify the superseding of all law, and 
decide that the power was to be exercised by the 
Executive head. Bat, as he understood it, this ques- 
tion must be decided by juries; and he preferred go- 
ing before that tribunal, rather than before the Su- 
preme Court of the United States, on that question. 
They would scon see the issucg and whatever it 
might be, they would soon see on whom the respon- 
sibility rests, Certainly the responsibility could 
not rest on Congress, for Congress had provided 
for the very case which had occurred. No; but 
the Executive would not consent to that remedy for 
one short month, f 


And now with respect to the distribution of the 
public lands. What was the principle upon 
which the two Houses of Congress had determined, 
time after time, to preceed? ‘That the proceeds of 
the public lands should be divided amongst the 

tates of the Union, to enable them to pay their 
debts—their honest debts. They held that the 
property belonged to the nation—that it was the 
inheritance of the United States—-and that, after 
the payment of the debts for which it was originally 
pledged and acquired, it should be: distributed: 
amongst them, to enable them to improve that. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


inheritance, and make. the es blasom like the. 
rose. That was the purpose. of the distribution; 
and thè: States had contracted debts, mainly” for 


that very improvement of the public domain, to 
the extent of $195,000,000. ` He had got a state- 
ment of the whole, and of the purposes and objects 
for which they were contracted. 


‘He was obliged to pass over the further consider- 
ation of that subject, cand go to another; and now, 
with respeet to the responsibility. which must come 
on this House, and the responsibility which must 
rest on the President of the United States. They 
were threatened. with all sorts of evils for their 
course, and the President was to be raised higher 
than the stars for his resistance to them. They 
(the members of the House) had but % short time 
to live; on the 34 of March next this Congres dies, 
be its works good or evil. They were in the last 


days of their existence, for they must secessarily 


adjourn in a few days, and then there would re- 
main but three months to them. Politically, then 
every man there was dead, except those who had 
been re-elected. They had declared that Massa- 


chusetts, in the next Congress, shoutd have but ten | 


members. Two had been screwed out cf them; 
and he (Mr. Apams) might as likely be one of 
the two, as any other member from Massachvsetts, 
Then many. gentlemen. had declined re electicna— 
distinguished gentlemen on both sides. There 
was the distinguished member from South 
Carolina, (Mr. Picxens,] of the opposition; 
and there was also the distinguished chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means, [Mr. Fiku- 
MORE,] and many others. Were they going, then, 
to press mountain Upon mountain on those who 
remained to take the responsibility, and pile Peli- 
on on Ossa? They all of them, who had been 
there more than one Congress, knew that not more 
than one-half of one Congress belonged to the 
next; and half were then politically dead. And 
now, with this new apportionment bill—with this 
diminution of the members from the several States, 
taken with the increase of the members from 
some of the States—the next Congress, under any 
event, would not contain more than one-third of 
the present members. Where, then, was the re- 
sponsibility? Was it the responsibility of dead 
men? And that was a responsibility which they 
must all bear,and sometimes for no offence; for 
they must all submit to the will of the people. Bat 
how was it with the Executive? He found gentle- 
men much gratified with the issue of recent elec- 
tions, which promised abundance of Democracy for 
the next Congress. He (Mr. A.) said,-let it come; 
bat would they harmonize any more then, than they 
now did, with the occupant of the white house? 
Would the Democracy of the next Congress look 
to him as their head? Let the Democracy consider 
whether there would be more harmony in ihe next 
Congress, be it Locofoco, Dersorratic, or whatever 
they might call it. Was it likely that Congress 
would subscribe to bis colleague’s profession of 
faith, and promise allegiance to, and support the 
administration of, John Tyler? He (Mr. A.) ven- 
tured to say, the President would find his respon- 
sibility then weighing heavily upon bim, when 
they were in the predicament in which the Eatin 
proverb said “ nothing bit good should be said of 
the dead.” They should, however, have the rights 
and privileges of citizens "cf the United States, as 
far as the Arapa? would allow them, [laugh- 
ter;] and that would not be a total denial of the 
privilege of speech, and of judging of him, and of 
his administration. 


And perhaps his colleague’s idea was right: it 
might not be the next administration that was to 
correct all the evils that exist, but that which was 
to succeed; for the Democracy might find as many 
vetoes for ‘bem, as the Whigs had met with. And 
he trusted their disposition to support would be 
gone, if they had it now; for they would but coun- 
tenance him in that which was at the bottom of 
all this—that is, an election as President of the 
United States, per se. (Langhter-] No; the evil 
will go on increasing, and then—we shail see what 
we shall see. [Laughter.] There was one thing 
about which he desired to say a word; it was, that, 
amongst others, they were charged with having 
done nothing here but make Presidents. And had 


the Democrats done. anything? Had they agreed 


- yet who was to be their mau? The Whigs, too, 


were also charged with having one man with my 
man.Charles. Well, he should say. the cordition of 
the Whigs was best, for they had but. one man; 
but the Democrats had not told them yet who was 
their selection. And if the Whigs had done this, 
who had provoked them toi? But he was told 
that his time was up. 


The SPEAKER replied that the gentleman was 
entitled to six minutes. 

Mr. ADAMS resumed. He had not come to 
an examination of the reasons assigned by the 
President in his message. He was about to come 
to il; for, coming from the source it did, and con- 
taining such a multitude of reasons, he (Mr. A.) 
thought respect was due to it, {Langhter] if they 
did not treat it with the utmost degree of gratitude. 
[Renewed Jaughter.] He would, therefore, con- 
clude by moving that the message containing the 
reasons of the President for his vetoing this bill, 
be referred to a select cornmittee, with instructions 
to report to the House upon it. The committee he 
should prefer to see raiher !arge—at least as large 
as any standing committee: he would go beyond 
that number, and name thirteen; it was the good 
old number of the original Siates of this Union. 
He would make it twenty-six—the number of all 
the States of the Union; but he was apprehensive 
that number would be, too large—at leest so large 
as to make it probable that there might be a good 
deal of delay in obtaining a repor. He should, 
therefore, make a motion that this message be re- 
ferred to a select committee of thirteen members, 
with instructions to report upon it to the House. 

Mr. MORGAN obtained the floor; bet 

Mr. FOSTER of Georgia rose to a question of 
order, He wished to know whether the motion 
made by the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
ApDaMs] wat in order. The Constitution provided 
what should be done on this occasion, and he sub- 
mitted that it was not competent to make a motion 
to refer, 


The SPEAKER was understeod to overrule the 
Gojection, 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL wished to know what 
question was under consideration—whether it was 
a question of te riepess : 

Mr. FOSTER said, if such was the decision of 
the Speaker, he should be under the necessity of 
appealing from it. 

The SPEAKER (who was heard very indis- 
tinctly) went into some explanations, which were 
understood to be that the House alone had ecntrol 
of the matter, and the House could lay it on the 
table, or send it to either z select committee or a 
Committee cf the Whole House. 

Mr. FOSTER said, with great deference to the 
Spezirer, he should appeal from the decision. 

Mr. WISE wished to know what the decision 
was, before it was debated. 


The SPEAKER was understood to explain that 
the quesiion raised was notione to be desided by 
the Speaker, but by 2 How: e, and he had wade 
no decision. ` 

Mr. FOSTER wished to unders‘and whether 
the Speaker had decided to a@ntertain the ráotion of 
the gentleman fram Aicssachusetts to refer? 

The SPEAKER said the incon was enter- 
tained. £ ; 

Mr. POSTER said t 
decision, and be reli 
stitaton: 


very bill which shal! have passed the House ‘ofRepre zent- 
ativesand the Senate, shall, before it becomes a jaw, be pre- 
senied to the President of the United States; if he apprave, ne 
shall s but ifnot, ho shall return it, with his obj. ciens, 
to tha e in which ishall b ave origina & -d, who shail en- 


sà 


hen hé arpealed {from that 
ed on this provision of the Con. 


ter the objec: jonsatt ang prececd ts re- 
consider it. If, afier such reconsideration, two-thirds of that 
Hou nallagree te pass the bill, it shall be sent, together with 


the objection the other House, by whicl it shall be like- 
wise reconsivered, and. if approved by two-thirds of that ITouse, 
it shai] become a law.” 

Here, then, the Constitution plainly pointed ont 
whats sheuld be thei ir proceedings on the return of 
the bill with the Presidents vetc; and the Chair 
could enteriain no motion which gave it a different 
direction than the Constitution preseribed. The 
Constitution prescribed the form of proceeding; 
and, taerefore, with good reason, the rales of the 


Fone had no}, amongst their provisions, anything 
to contravene. ‘the Consiitution. He maintained, 
therefore, that the Chair could not entertain the 
motion. of the gentleman from Massachusetts;: bat, ` 
in the languege of the Constitution, the House 
must “proceed to reconsider” and determine on the 
passage of this bill. 

The SPEAKER, in further explanation, said, if 
a motion to arrest debate by the previous question 
were made, it would be ja order. And again: was 
the House bound to consider the bill, without an 
adjournment or other. motions, which were always 
in order under the ordinary rules of proceeding? 
And would not a motion to refer to a select come 
mittee, or to a Committee of the Whole, be just as 
much tHe action of that body upon it, as if they sat 
on it here? 

Mr. CUSHING said when his colleague [Mr, 
Apams] took the fluor, the pending question was 
the question made by the Constitulion—on ihe pass- 
age of the bill. 

Mr C. J. INGERSOLL said the question was 
one of “reconsideration.” 


Mr. CUSHING said the question was, will the- 
House pass this bill, notwithstanding the objections 
of the Presiden!? and that, as he understood it, was 
the issue. But what had his colleague moved? 
The disposition of a thing not befere the House— 
the message, which the Constitution had disposed 
of, by putting iton the journal; and tbat was his 
objection to the ruling of the onair. While the 
question on the passage of this bill was pending, it 
was out of order to take up the message which was 
yesterday entered upon the journal, and refer it to 
acommitice. The question was, Will the House 
pass this bil? and the message was not in the pos- 
session of the House, except as a matter of history, 
to be commented upon, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD thought if the House 
would listen to a little common sense, they would 
see that the reference of the message was.a con- 
stitutional and correct proceeding. He then cona 
tended that, if the Executive should return a bill, 
with the information that certain facts had been 
discovered, of which Congress had no knowledge 
when the bill was passed, the House would appoint 
a committee to ascertain the truth of the statemeht, 
and to examive the facts. The message certainly 
alleges no discovery of facts, bet it contains rea» 
sons and matters of opinion; and if they could ins 
vestigate matters of fact, they could assuredly 
inquire into matters of opinion, and report on 
reasoning as well as on facts, 

Mr. CUSHING again appealed to the language 
of the Constitution, and contended that the House 
must proreed to “reconsider” the bill. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD resumed, and illustrated 
his position al some le: gth. 

Mr. ADAMS modified his motion, so as to refer 
the bill, as well as the messege, to a select com- 
mittee. 

. Mr. WISE tock thesame lise of argument as 
Mr. CUSHING, relying on the language of the 
Constitution, He asked the Speaker, if to “recone 
sidcr” was, in a parliamentary yense, synonymous 
Wart the verb fo vefer or to commit. The par- 
lamentary law of this House was tte Constitution, 
which prescribed the mede of proceeding; but, by 
its reference toa committee of thirteen, z majority 
of seven could refu e to report, and thereby indefi- 
nitely postpens; which the House had no power 
to do. 

Were gentlemen uneasy lest their weakness 
should be “exposed? Did they desire to drive us to 
the last day of the session before the question of 
reconsideration could ke taken up, when most of 
the members w+ rid be retiring, in the expectation 

i ct was buried? What was the de- 
£ sign? — hat the aim and object of the motion? 

Ele could not discover it. Ene object of reference, 
in all eases exeept suen as this, was alteration or 
amendment. Did the gentleman propose that this 
kill shoud beamended? Was that the object of 
his motion for commitmen? No, sir; neither he, 
nor any man ia that House, would undertake to 
assert that the committee misht report an amend» 
ment to the bül. What then? Would they refer 
the President’s objections to the select committee, 
with a view tọ being advised by that committee 


t 


ees 


“whether.the bilt should. be ‘reconsidered? - That 
would not-be a reconsideration of the bill, as direct- 
-ed by the Constitution. . Nor would the House be 
any nearer to a decision afier the committee had 


imade their report, ikan- they. were already. The- 


gentleman from Kentucky complained ‘that. they 
should be called on to vote immediately, and (as 
‘the . gentleman considered) blindfold, upon this 
-bill~ay,. blindfold. -The gentleman feared he 
‘would-be forced to vote blindfold upon a subject 
_. which they had been considering for cight months. 
< Why, this very bill had been actually, sub judice, 
“before Congress for the last three or four months. 
~ “Would the gentleman admit that he was voting 
‘blindfold ~ that he bad not. considered the bill? 


Mr. FILLMORE submitted whether the gentle- 
man should not limit the discussion to the questioh 
of order. - 

‘ Mr. WISE said he was testing the question of 
Jorder. The manner: in which he chose to test that 
question, might not suit his friend’s logic, but it 
suited his own. He would submit to no man as 
to whether his logic were good or bad. The ques- 
tion was, whether the motion of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts was in order. The Speaker de- 
eclared that in his judgment the motion was in or- 
der. 

Mr. W. eaid he believed it would be sufficient- 
‘ly logical in showing the reasons that governed. him 
against the decision of the Speaker, to inquire why 
there should. be a commitment, when. there was 
nothing for a commitiee to do. The committee 
could not reform or amend the bill in any respect; 
the only prerogative of the commitiee would be to 
recommend to the House whether it should recon- 
sider the bill or not. Would that be a reconsidera- 
tion by the House? It would be a mere question 
of advisement. He (Mr. W.) would stick to the 
letter of the Constitution. And he would put it to 
the good sense of {the House itself, whether a ref- 
erence to a committee, and an advisement by that 
commitiee, would be within the meaning ef the 
Constitution, which declares that the Elouse shall 
proceed to recon:ider the bill? Sir, (said Mr. W.,) 
afier you have proceeded to reconsider the bill, you 
may commii the message, if you like; you may do 
what you please with the President's objections, you 
may refer them to the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, and you may again have the Devil quoting 
scripture. 

[Mr. Wise was here called to order by the 
Speaker, and admonished to keep within the bounds 
of parliamentary dicorum.] He then proceeded: 
After you have disposed of the question of recon- 
sideration, I say, you may then, if it be in order— 
that is, if other business have not precedence, take 
up and dispose of the objections; but, in reference 
to the bill itself, the Censtitution says you [the 
House] shall—it is imperative—shall proceed to 
reconsider it immediately; that is, within a rea- 
sonable time, and to decide upon it by yeas and 
nays. You shall preceed to do what?—to.1eeon- 
sider. The word has here its parliamentary sense 
and meaning; and it has its special constitutional 
sense in this vase. You shall not refer it, for it is 
in vain. None other but you (he House] can 
reconsider it, The committee cannot amend it; in 
fine, you yourselves caunot amendit. But Ll may 
be told it is not the bill you are striking out by this 
action, but the objections to the bill, 

In reference to tke objections, the Constitution 
has prescribed your duty. You shall spread them 
upon the journal: there they shall stand 25 a per- 
petual record. You cannot aci upon the objec- 
tions, unul you have first proceeded to revonsider 
tbe bill. Task the Speaker, therefore, if the ques- 
tion were upon the objections alone, wheiher any 
action can be taken, in the frst insiance, upon the 
message separafely? ‘The appeal was taken on the 
question of reicrring the bill useif} but, by ecaplicg 
the objections with it, you are ecting, in point of 
fact, on the objections frst. If, then, the commit- 
tee cannot amend the biil, but may actand report 
upon the objections accompanying the bill, you are 
proceeding, before you reconsider the bili, to obtain 
a report upon the merits and demerits of ihe objec- 
tions. I askif this is legitimate? I ask if you can 


f 


do that, by indirect means, which you cannot do ij 
@irectly? The Constitution expressly declares what H 


shall be the action of the Howse, in thefirst in- 
stance, upon the bill—by proceeding to reconsider 
it; dnd, in the next place, what shall be the action, 
and a different action, upon: the objections—by en- 
tering -them upon the journals. 

The Speaker, after intimating that the motion 
to refer the message included the bill, took good 
care to c3ll upon the gentleman-to amend his mo- 
tion. Suppose the House had proceeded to recon- 
sider the bil!, or had refused to reconsider it: would 
it have been in order to take up the objections, in 
preference to the other business of the House, and 
refer them to a committee alone? No, sir; it would 
have required the concurrence of two-thirds of the 
members of this House to act upon the obj-ctions 
alone. Other business would have had precedence; 
but the action being upon the bill—having actually 
entered upon its reconsideration, which was post- 
poned from yesterday—you now couple that which 
1s out of order, with that which is in order; you 
now couple with the bill (which is the only subject 
of consideration) the objections to the bil, the 
consideration of which ai this time is altogether 
outof order. There never was a plainer case in 
the world, unless gentlemen are prepared to decide 
that to commit and to reconsider, ina parliament- 
ary sense, are synonymous. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he had listened with a 
good deal of attention to the arguments of the gen- 
tleman from Virginia. They were founded upon 
the gentleman’s own construction. 

The SPEAKER desired the gentleman from 
New York to suspend his remarks for a moment, 
that Le (the Speaker) might refer to a precedent, 
which he considered precisely in point. He refer- 
red to an act passed in 1832, which had not re- 
ceived the sent of the President, but was return- 
ed to the House at the commencement of the suc- 
ceeding session, accompanied by the President's 
reasons for withholding his assent. A motion was 
then made, in the precise terms of the motion now 
made by the gentieman from Massachasetts, and 
was adopted. The bill and the message in that 
case weni together to the committee, and never 
came back to the House. 

Mr. WISE begged to remind the Speaker that 
he (Mr. Wis) was not at that time a member of 
this EHfonse 

My. FILLMORE then proceeded with his re- 
marks, If the gentleman was apprehensive that, 
in case this bill and the accompanying message 
should be referred to a com mittee, they wou'd never 
come bacit, he begged to assure the tonoratle gen- 
tleman that they would come back long before be 
and his friends desired to see them come; and a re- 
port with them, which he would perbaps desire as 
little to see. He (Mr. F.) was in favor of the 
reference, in consequence of the importance of the 
question involved between Congress and the Ex- 
eculive. 

Mr. F. then moved to lay the appeal upon the 
table. 

Upon this question, the yeas and nays being ta- 
ken, resulted as follows: yeas 106, nays 87. 

Mr. ADAMS said he would modify his motion 
by striking out the word “ biP—as gentlemen 
seemed to consider the bill as being distinct from 
the message; thongh he (Mr. A.) had regarded it 


as a pertofthe message. 


Mr. WISE renewed the question ef order. The 
geuueman, be said, could not m:ve to refer the 
message lo a seket committee for any purpose. 
The gentleman had now moved, as he understood, 
to commit the message of the President to a select 
commit:ce, wih instructions to report thereon; in 
otuer words, before we proceed to reconsider the 
bill, we will refer the message, and obtain a report 
from a committee. 

Mr. ADAMS, Thatis, a reconsideration. 

as. WISE continued. He (saidhe) had a pre- 
cedent directly in peint on this questicn. In the 
spring of 1832, withia less than ten days of the ada 
journment of the Congress of the United States, a 
a bill, entitled As act for the improvement of cer- 
tain harbors, and cf the navigation of certain riv- 


j ers, was sent to the President for his concurrence, 


and was by him rejected. There being less than 
tsn days between the time of sending the bill to the 
President and of the adjournment of Congress, the 


President did not retarn the bill; but 
parlance, he pocketed it _. ee 
Mr. LINN of New York rose to a question of 
order. He desired to know whether a question 
of erder was debatable, before an appeal was- 
made? f i a 


Mr. WISE hoped the gentleman would be pa-, - 

tient. Hie was perfectly in order. He hoped the 
gentleman would not disturb the weight of the au- 
thority which he was about to cite, with these fes 
peated interrup‘icns.. He was about to state that 
the bill, havirg been sent to the then President— 
that stern patriot, General Jackson—was by him 
not vetoed; but, at the commencement of the next 
session, sent back, accompanied by a message, 
telling Congress it had failed to become a law. 
That message—not a veto message—was referred 
to a select committee. No question, of course, 
was taken upon reconsideration. None could be 
taken, because there the bill had died. No life was 
left in it, upon which future action could be had. 
Now, this very precedent (added Mr, Wise) which 
I have cited against this motion, has been adduced 
by the honorable Speaker as a precedent in favor 
of the motion of the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts. The Speaker wasin error. That was not 
a veto message; but was a message sent to Con- 
gress at its next meeting, six months after- 
wards. - 
{Mr. W. here read a part of the message referred 
to.] ae 
The President did not return that bill to the 
House for reconsideration. That would have been 
a negative proper; but he merely informed the 
House that he had withheld his assent, for certain 
reasons which he set forth, and, therefore, it was 
not to be reconsidered. It could not be reconsid- 
ered, for the time for its reconsideration had gone. 
by; but the message was referred to a committee, 
and all action on it was entirely smothered. That 
was an entirely different— ame 

A member interposed. The gentleman had 
no right to debate the point of order until an ap- 
peal was ‘axen from the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. WIS# said certainly he understood’ the 
Chair as having decided. The Chair and himself 
perfectly understood each other. The Constitution 
declares that, if any bill shall not be returned 
within ten days after it shall have been presented 
to the President for his signature, it shall be deemed 
to be a law, unless Congress, by an adjournment, 
prevent its return; in which case, it shall not be a 
law. So you perceive that was not a law atall; 
it was not ‘even a bill; it was dead; it vas com- 
pletely lifeless. But the case is different as re- 
gards this bill: if, on reconsideration, two-thirds of 
beth Houses be found to vote for it, it will become a 
law. Butin that case, the bill had been suffered 
to become a corpse; it had been permitted to die; 
therefore it was that the House was not required 
to reconsider it. But in this case, you are re- 
quired to take action upon the bill, and to recon- 
sider ıt. You ate peremptorily to proceed to re- 
consider it. Te question is, therefore, will the 
House fulfil the duty incumbent upon it, or will 
itrefuse to fulfil that duty? 

The Speaker has cited to you a precedent, then, 
which is precisely in point to show the contrary 
of his position upon this questicn. My second 
point is—the House cannot act upon the message, 
before it acts upon the bili. And certainly the 
Speaker will now sustain me in this point: that, 
having spread the message upon the journal dis- 
tinct from the bill, in obediexce to the mandate of 
the Constitution, you cannot act upon that message 
before you have proceeded to. reconsider the bill. 
But my principal object in making this appeal 
wes to correct tie Speaker in the citation so une. 
fortunately made cf that precedent which he stated 
tothe House. The question is, row, whether. the 
House will proceed to reconsider the bill? or, 
whether it will give the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts another opportunity of attacking the Presi- 
dent of the United States, and of treating us to @ 
repetition of his vituperation? I have no doubt 
we shall see the President 25 much maligned and ~ 
vilified for this veto, as he has been for assenting 
to others. í 


Mr. FILLMORE said he believed it. was agreeas 


, in common 


- ple'to.the practice of Congress to.refer all messages 
of. the President to a committee. But it was con- 
tended that this was an exception to the general 

‘rule; and. upon what ground was that exception 

“urged? Because the Constitution requires us to 
reconsider the bill... He (Mr. F.) did not conceive 
that the injunction of the Constitution was so per- 

-emptory. They might debate the bill from day to 
day; and there was no time specified within which 

. the final vote must be taken, This matter was 
one of the gravest importance, and one which, it 
seemed to him, above all others, deserved the seri- 
ous consideration of a committee. They were 
bound as well to consider the reasons assigned by 
the President fot rejecting the’ bill, as they were to 

: reconsider the bill itself. 


It was proposed to refer this message of the 
President to a large committee, at the head of 
which would be placed the father of the House, 
and a man who. once filled the high station of 
President. Could the friends of the Executive ob- 
ject to this disposition of it? Could they object to 
a scrutiny of the message before the country? But 
it was objected that this committee might not. re- 
port at all. Certainly, this objection had no weight 
in it, when it was remembered that the message 
only would be referred, and that the bill would 

` still lie on the table. 

Mr. F. concluded by moving to lay the appeal 
on the table; which motion was carried in the af- 
firmative. 

Mr. MORGAN rose, as he said, to a point of 
order; and was proceeding to say what he con- 
ceived would be the effects and advantages of re- 
ferring the message to a select committee, when 
a number of members called him to order, He 
then moved the previous question; and said he 
would not withdraw it for any man on earth. 

Mr. HOLMES inquired whether, when the re- 
port came in from the select committee, it would 
not be allowed to be debated? 

Mr. FILLMORE. Certainly; certainly. 

In answer to some inquiries as to the effect of the 
previous question, 

The SPEAKER said it would bring the House 
to a direct vote upon the motion of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts. 

The previous question was then put and car- 
ried, and the main question ordered to be now 

nt, 

p Mr. ATHERTON appealed from the decision 
of the Speaker, that the second of the previous 

question brought the House to a direct vote on the 
motion to refer to a select committee, He main- 
tained that the previous question eut off the mo- 
. tion to refer, and brought the House to a direct 
vote upon the reconsideration of the bill and its 
passage, notwithstanding the objections of the 
President. 

' The decision of the Chair was sustained. 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia raised a similar point 
of order; but was also overruled. 

The question was then taken on the adoption of 
Mr. Avams’s motion to refer the message of the 
President to a select committee of 13, and carried 
in the affirmative—yeas 108, nays 84, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Landaff W. Andrews, Sher- 
lock J. Andrews, Appleton, Arnold, Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, 
Barnard, Barton, Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, Borden, Bouts, 
Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, Milton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, 
Burnell, William Butler, Calhoun, William B. Campbell, Thom- 
as J. Campbell, Caruthers, Cassy, Childs, Chittenden, John ©. 
Clark, James Croper, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, G. Davis, 
Jno. Edwards, Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, A. L. Foster, Gam- 
“ple, Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Granger, Green, Hall, Halsted, 
Howard, Hudson, Joseph R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, James, 
John P. Kennedy, King, Lane, Linn, McKennan, Thomas F. 
Marshall, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Moore, Mor- 
gan, Morrow, Owsley, Pearce, Pendieton, Powell, Ramsey, 
Benjamin Randall, Alexander Randall, Randolph, Rayner, Ridg- 
way, Rodney, William Russell, James M. Russell, Saltonstall, 
Shepperd, Slade, Sollers, Stanly, Stratton, Alexander H. H. 
Stuart, John T. Stuart, Summers, Taliaferro, John B. Thomp- 
son, Richard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomi 
Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Wallace, Warren, Was 
- ton, Edward D. White, Joseph L. White, Christopher H. - 
liams, Joseph L, Williams, Xorke, Augustus Young, and John 
Young—108. 


NAYS—Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, Beeson, Bidlack, Black, 


Bowne, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, John 
Campbell, Cary, Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Colquitt, 
Mark A. Couper, Cushing, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, Dawson, 
Dean, Doan, Doig, John ©. Edwards, Egbert, John G. Floyd, 
Thomas F, Foster, Gilmer, William O. Goode, Gordon, Gustine, 
“Gwin, Habersham, Harris, Hastings, Hays, Holmes, Houston, 
Hubard, Hunter, Charles J. Yogersall, William W. Irwin, 


“Gave Johnson, John W, Jones, Keim, Lewis, Abraham McClei- ` 
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Jan, Robert McClellan, McKay, McKeon, Mallory, Marchand, 
Medill, Miller, Mitchell, Newhard, Parmenter, Piumer,. Profit, 
Reding, Reynolds, Riggs, Rogers, Roosevelt, Sanford, Saunders, 
Shields, Snyder, Steenrod, Sumter, Sweney, Jacob Thompson, 
Turney, Van Buren, Ward, Watterson, Weller, James W. 
Williams, Wise, and Wood—84. 

Mr. COOPER of Pennsylvania then moved that 
the bill be, for the presenr, laid upon the table. 

Mr. WM. COST JOHNSON raised a point of 
order, whether the motion could be received. He 
contended that the first question now to be taken 
was on the passage of the bill, and no motion to lay 
it on the table could be entertained in order. 

The SPEAKER overruled the point of order, 
and was sustained by the House. 

Mr. ATHERTON inguired whether, in case the 
bil be now laid on the table, it would not require 
a vote of two-thirds to take it up? 

The SPEAKER said no, a majority might 
take it up. : 

Mr. GILMER inquired whether, in the event 
that the bill was laid on the table, it would not be 
in order to introduce another revenue bill? 

The SPEAKER said it woa!d, provided the bili 
proposed to be troduced was dissimilar from that 
returned by the President with his objec‘ions. 

Mr. GILMER remarked that he should certainly 
not wish to bring in such a bill as that which had 
been vetoed. 

The question was then taken upon laying the 
bill upon the table, and decided in the affirmative— 
ayes 97, noes 73. i 

Tie SPEAKER laid before the House a num- 
ber of executive documents, viz? 

A communication from the Treasury Depart- 
ment, in answer to the resolution of the House, 
calling for theamount received into the treasury from 
duties since June 30'h. It states that the amount 
from cash duties has been $1,494,379; avd from 
bonds previously given and becoming due since 
20:h June, $628,651. Laid on the table, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

A communication from the State Department, 
transmittirg an account of Thomas Allen, for 
printing the Compendium cf the Sixth Census. 

Oa motion of Mr. FILLMORE, it was referred 
to the select comraittee on trat subject. 

A communication from the Tressury Depari- 
ment, Regisier’s office, transmiiting a statement cf 
the liabilities of United States on the 4th of March, 
1841: laid on {he table, and ordered to be printed. 

& communication from the War Department, 
in answer to a resolution, calling for the number 
of colored persons enlisted in the navy of the 
United States: laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

£ communication from the War Department, 
jin answer to a resolution calling for information 
as to the allowance made to Jes. M, Hernandez, 

A communication from the Post Office Depart- 
ment, transmitting, in accordance with the aet re- 
organizing that Cepartment, a statement of the ex- 
penditures therein during the past fiscal year: laid 
on the table, and erdered to be printed. 

A number ef bilis from the Senate were referred 
to the appropriate standing commit.ees; aad several 
bills returned from that body with amendments, 
were cousidered, and the amendmen:s consutred in. 

Mr. COOPER of Penn a moved that 
the House go inte Cormmhice of the Whole, fer 
the purpose of taking up the bin to satisfy claim- 
ants under the iih and 19ih articles of Dancing 
Rabbit creck treaty. 

Mr. BARNARD hoped the Heuse would act on 
the bil to alter ihe judicial circuit of the United 
States. 

Tie question was taken on Mr. Cocprr’s mo- 
tion, and carried. 

So the Honse re 
the Whole, (Ms 
chur.) 

When the cor ve last rose, the question be- 
fore ii was on the biil to amend th 
payment for horses and other 
military service of the United States. 

Mr. COOPER cf Pennsylvania moved lo lay 
aside that bill, and take up the bil to provide for 
the satisfaction of claims arising under the 14:h 
and 19:h articles of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit 
creek, 


ved iseif info Commitiee of 
Hicpxixs of nia in the 


` After some conversation between Messrs. COW- 
EN, COOPER, ARNOLD, BARNARD, ROOSE- 
VELT, and others, Mr. COOPER “withdrew bis 


“motion, and the committee resumed the con- 


sideration of the bill providing payment for lost 
horses, &ce f Sa 

Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS offered an amendment, 
to include certain Tennessee volunteers, who equip- 
ped themselves, and marched to the seat of war, 
but were not received in the service of the United 
States. 

This amendment was supported by Messrs. 
TURNEY, C. H. WILLIAMS, and WM. 8. 
CAMPBELL; but it was rejected. 

Mr. STANLY made some remarks in opposition 
to the bill. d 

Mr. GIDDINGS offered an amendment, provi- 
ding that nothing therein contained should be so 
construed as to authorize payment for any lost 
horse, where, by the terms of the Jaw on which 
the enlistments were made, the owner took upon 
himself the risk of said horse. ` 


Aftera diseussion—in which the amendment was 
supported by Mr. GIDDINGS, and opposed by 
Messrs. CHAPMAN, TURNEY, and WM, B. 
CAMPBELL—the amendment was rejected: ayes 
60, noes 65. 

Mr. HARRIS offered an amendment, to include 
feamsters, so as to compensate them for lost horses 
and wagons: rejected. 


Mr. GICDINGS moved an amendment, provi- 
ding that the value of the horse, at the time of his 
loss, should only be paid for, instead of the value 
of the horse at the time his owner entered the ser- 
vice: rejected. 

The bill was then laid aside to be reported. 

Mr. COOPER moved to take up the bill No. 
216, providing satisfaction for claims arising under 
the 14th and 19ih articles of the treaty of Dancing 
Rabbit creek. 


Mr. ARNOLD moved to take up the bill redu- 
cing the pay and mileage of members of Congress, 
and the salaries of the Jifferent officers of Govern- 
ment, 

Mr. BARNARD moved to take up the bill pro- 
viding further remedial justice in the courts of the 
United States. 

The question was taken, and, Mr. J. Coopmr’s’ 
motion being carried, the committee took up the 
bili moved by him. 3 

Mr. J. COOPER explained the purposes and 
propriety of this bill; and, 

Atter a few words from Mr. STANLY and 
others, 

The bill was iaid aside to be reported. 

Mr. LEWIS then moved that the committee 
take up and ccnsider a bill authorizing the settle- 
ment end payment of certain claims of the State 
of Alavuma; whicn was agreed to. 

Messrs. COWEN, STANLY, ADAMS, A. 
V. BROWN, ©. H. WiLLIAMS, LEWIS, 
SHIELDS, M. A. COOPER, and McKAY briefly 
debated this biil; and it was then laid aside to be 
reporied. 

Mr. BOVINE then moved that the committee 
rise; but, ena division, it was found that there was 
no quorum in attendance. 

Tue committee accordingly rose, and its Chair- 
man reported ihat fact to ihe House. 

Tne Howse then adjonrned at 5 o’elock. 


IN SENATE, 
THURSDAY, August 11, 1842. 

A message was received from the House of 
Repreveitatizes, anvouncing that that House had 
receded from iis amendment to the bill for the re- 
lief of Joseph F. Cali well; also, that it had disa- 
greed to the report of the commiltees of conference 
on the disagreeing votes of the iwo Houses on the 
bill re ing the reorganization of the army, and 
recommended the appointment of another commit- 
tee of conference on said disagreeing votes. 

On motion of Mr, PRESTON, the proposition 
of the House’ was agreed to; and the Chair was 
empowered to appoint another committee of con- 
ference. 

Mr. CALHOUN presented the proceedings cf a 
meeting of the citizens of Caroline county, Vir 


-ginia, agaiust.a. protective * tariff, and approving `: 
‘the action-of the Executive on thè revenue bill, 


«< Mr. C. said ‘thatthe resolutions asserted two 
points in which he entirely accorded: the one was, 


that. the‘Government could. not honestly. aid the ` 


people in paying their debts; except by- lessening - 
the taxes; and the other was, that iddustry, frugal- 
ity, and economy could alone create wealth er re- 
dieve pecuniary distress; and tbat the people should 
look to. labor, and not- law, to relieve them. He 
(Mr. C.) believed that retrenchment and. economy 


on the part of the Government, and the lessening 


-e 


of the burdens of the people, would be the surest 
means lo restore. the country to prosperity, and 
produce and continue a sound currency. On his 
motion, the document was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, 
reported back, with sundry amendments, the bill 
making appropriations for the contingent expenses 
of the departments, aad for other objec's usually 
provided for, but which were omitted in the 
general appropriation bill. The amendments were 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MILLER, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, moved that that commiitee 
be discharged from the further consideration of the 
memorial of James Reeside, praying the payment 
of. a judgmen!, on the ground that a writ of error 
has been prosecuted by the United States, The 
motion was agreed to. 

Mr. GRAHAM, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported back, without amendment, and witha rec- 
ommendation that it do pass, House bill for the 
relief of John Core. as ig 

Mr, GRATIAM, from the Cortmi'tee on Pen- 
sions, reported back, with an amendment, House 
bill for the relief of Effie Van Ness. 

‘Mr. BATES, from the Committee on Pensions, 
made an adverse report on the House bill for the 
relief of Wathan Baldwin, of New York; which 
was ordered to be printed. aM f 

-Mr. PRESTON asked the Senate to take vp for 
consideration the joint resolution submitted by him 
some days since, providing for the reimbursement 
to.the treasury of ihe moneys which may be hereafter 
expended in extinguishing Indian titles to land; 
but after 2 suggestion by Mr. MOREH BAD, that 
he wished to prepare some amendments restrictive 
of the resoluiion, and a few remarks by Messrs. 
PRESTON and ALLEN, the motion to take up 
was not pressed. Š 

Several adverse reports on private clairs, of 
standing committees, were ecncurred in. 

The bill to increase the pay of ¢fficers of the 
revenue servier, while employed in the navy of the 
United States, came up in its order. Aftera few 
remarks by Messrs. SMITH of Indiana, HUN- 
TINGTON, KING, and WOODBURY, who 
seemed to concer that, to prevent special legista- 
uon, a gencral bill of the kind should be passed; 
yet, owing lo the lateness of- the session, and the 
importance of the bill, and the embarrassed con- 
dilion of tbe treasury, it was, on motion of Mr, 
SMITH of Indiana, laid on the table. 

Mr. ROBERTS, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, to whieh had been re- 
ferred the bill fur the reiief of Hezekiah Cunning- 
ham, which had been returned from the House 
with an amendment, reporied the same back, with 
a recommendation that the Senate do not concur 
in the amendment of the House. 

The qaestion was then put on non- concurring 
with the amendment; and carried in the afirmative 

The bill to establish a pshee for the protection 
of public and private property in the city of Wash- 
ingion, came up in order as in committee of the 
whole—'he question pending being on the amend- 
ment to strike ont so much of the bili as vested 
the power in the President of the United States to 
appoint the captain and Heutenaats of the wateh, 
and the auxiliary watchmen, and to vest the power 
in the mayor of the city of Washington. 

Mr. TAPPAN desiarded the yeas and nays on 
the amendment; which were not ordered. 

The qucstion was then put, and the amendment 
was agieed to. 

The. question now being, Shall the amendment: 
be. engrossed, and the bill read a third time? 


; 


Mr. BUCHANAN demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered;and the question being put, it 


was carried in the affirmative—yeas 21, Rays 20, - 


as follows: 


YEAS—Messgrs. Archer, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Choate, 
Conrad, Crittenden, Evans, Graham, Kerr, Mangum, Miller, 
Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Preston, Rives, Simmons; Sprague, 
White, and Woodbridge—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Bachanan, Calhoun, Clay- 
ton, Crafts, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linu, McRoberts, Smith 
of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Sturgeon, Tappan, Wilcox, 
Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—290, 


The bill for the relief of Henry M. Shreve, and 


to autherize the purchase of his patent fer the” 


snag-ooat, was taken up as in. committee of the 
whole. l : 

Mr. MOREHEAD, from the select committee 
who repo:ted the bill, explained that it proposed to 
appropriate $30,000 for the purchase of the snag- 
boat. 

Messrs. KING, CRITTENDEN, and ARCHER 
opposed the biil, and particularly in the preseat 
condition of the treasury. 

Mr. SEVIER testified to the advantages of the 
boat to the Government in clearing the rivers, but 
thought $20, 000 was amply sefficient.. 

Messrs. LUNN and MOREHEAD spoke of the 
great importance of the boat to the Government, 
and the benefit it had derived from its use in re- 
trieving immense quantities of land which were 
submerged in consequence of the rafts formed in 
the rivers, and which had been removed by the 
use of this boat; but they were not disposed to 
press the passage of the bill against the wighes of 
the Senate at this session—unless, indeed, the appro- 
priation of $100,000, which was pending in the 
other House, should be made to remove obstruc- 
tions to the Western rivers, which would render 
the purchase of the boat necessary. 

On motion of Mr. CONRAD, the bill was laid 
on the table. 

Howse bills, entitled An aet for the relief of 
George Shi Mr; An act for the relief of John Jor- 
den; and an Act fer the relief of the heirs and rep- 
reseniatives of Thomas Atkinson, deceased; were 
considered as in committee of the whole, reported 
to the Senate, read the third time, and passed, 

House bill entitled An act for the relief of the 
heirs of James L. May, was taken up, and consid- 
ered as in committee of the whole; amended, on 
the motion of Mr. WOODBRIDGE, to read ‘for 
the relief of the heirs, ass‘guees, or legal represent- 
atives of James May; reported to ihe Senate, 


` and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 


Mr. RIVES moved to take up the report of the 
Committee on Foren Relations, touching certain 
memorials and communications referred to it oa 
the subject of grievances originating in the non-ful- 
fimeat of tue Mexican treaty on the part of Mexi- 
co, and that it be read. 

Poe report was taken up and read, p3 

Mr. RIVES then, by instruction of the com- 
mittee, moved that the committee te discharged 
from the further consideration of the subject. 

The committee was acecrdingly discharged, 

[The cunciuding part of the report is ia the fol- 
lowing words: . 

"In regard to the claims thus undisposed of at the expiration 
of the mixed commission, the committee are of opinion, not 
withstanding the intimation to the contrary contained in two 
letters of the Mexican commissioners, addressed to the Secreta- 
ry of State on the 25th and 26th of February last, that they are 
to be regarded as sull subsisting claims against the Government 
of Mexico, in no manner whatever barred by the convention or 
the proceedings under it, and entitled, according to their in- 
trinsic merits, to the faithful countenance and support of the 
Government of the United States, in prosecuting them to a final 
adjusument.”?] 

Hovse bills entitled An act for the relief of 
Catharine W. Calender; An act*sranting Sally 
Pratt the benefit of the act of the 7th July, 1838; 
and An act for the relicf of Barnabas Palmer; 
were taken up as in committee of the whole, on ad 
verse reports of the Commitiee on Pensions, and 
indefinitely postponed. 

House bill entitled An act for the relief of the 
heirs of James Maglenin, late of the tity of Balti- 
more, deceased, was taken up as in committee of 
the whole, on an adverse report of the Committee 
on Claims; and, cn motion of Mr. GRAHAM, was 
indefinitely postponed. 

The bill, entitled An act to provide for ascertain- 


ing and disposing of the lead minerai lands in the 


State of Allinois, and the Territories of Wisconsin 
and Iowa, was taken up, as in committee of the 
whole. SE 


Mr. SMITH of Indiana moved a substitute for 


. the bill, which was read and adopted; and, afier a 


few remarks by Messrs. SMITH of Indiana and 
SEVIER, who were against the whole system of 
leasing these lands, the bill was laid on the table 
til] to-morrow. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, 
reported a bill for the relief of the West Feliciana 
Railroad Company and the Grand Gulf Railroat 
and Banking Company; which was read, and order- 
ed to a second reading. é 

Engrossed bills, entitled An act to regulate the 
pay of pursers and other officers in the navy; and 
An act for the relief of the president, directors, and 
company of the Agricultural Bank of Mississippi, ` 
were read the third time and passed. : 

THE MARINE CORPS. 


The bill for the augmentation and reorganiza- 
tion of the marine corps, was taken up as.the wne 
finished business of yesterday, and further consid- 
ered as in ccmmittee of the whole; the amend- 
ments of the Committee on Naval Affairs having 


been adopted. ; 


Mr. ARCHER explained tbat, since yesterday, 
the Committee on Naval Affairs had had an intèr- 
view with the commandant of the marine corps, 
and had learned from kim the occasion of the ir- 
regularity complained of by the Senator from South 
Carolina [Mr. Catnoun.] It arose out of the fact 
that 100 extra marines were draughted for servicein 
Fiorida, and 100 more on the exploring expeditions 
creating a necessity for filling their places by fresh 
enlistments. 


Mr. CALHOUN had no doubt of the facts 
stated; but that was no excuse for the course taken. 
If there was aay ene thing more dangerous than 
another in a free Government, it was the enlistment 
a any force not authorized by law. He decried 
any diversion of appropriations by such practices. 
The army, and all forces of that kind, should be 
entirely subject to the civil power, and strictly cons 
trollable by law. 

Mr. ARCHER regretted the irregularity com- 
plained of, as much as the Senator. He agreed 
that such a practice ought to be discountenanced 
and prevented in future. 

In reference to the proportion. of marines to 
guns afloat, he concurred with the Senator from 
New Hampshire. The number of guns author- 
ized by law, for service, he would call 950, in round 
numbers. The number of marines authcrized is 
1,000. Of these, he calculated 950 would be ree 
quired for the navy afloat, 550 for the havy-yards, 
and 150 for receiving ships—making in all 1,650; 
which he thought the Senate ought to agree to, and 
which would be according to the estimate of the 
Senator from New Hampshire, of one marine for 
every gun afloat, and sufficient for the guards at 
the navy-yards. 

Mr. A. entered into some details to show that 
no more officers were employed than were actually 
required for the service, 

His object was, to prove that the Committee on 
Naval Affairs bad not only not transcended, but 
aciuaily fallen short of, ihe minimum of the re- 
quirements of the department, in the amendments 
recommended to the Senate, 

A message was here received from the President 
of the United States, which the Chair announced 
to be an executive message, 

Mr, RIVES, with the concurrence of the Senator 
from Virginia, (Mr. ARCHER ] moved to suspend 
te proceedings en the bill under consideration, with 
a view of proceeding to executive business, 

The bill under debate was then postponed, and 
the Senate went into executive session. 

After remaining for some time in executive sese 
sicp, the Senate resumed its legislative session; and 
proceeded again with the consideration of the bill 
for the augmentation of the narine corps. When 
the reporter entered the gallery, he found thé vote 
about to be taken onan amendment, supposéd to 
be to reduce the number of officers proposed in the 
bill: which was adopted. ae 

The bill was then reported back’ to the Senate; 


ndinehts: adopted asin committee of 
hole Were conetitred ing ye 
" On the question of ordering the bill:to a third read- 


tng; i 


Mr, BUCHANAN called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. ; f 
Mr. CONRAD said tbat they had been ocen- 
pied all the session on plans of retrenchment; but 
this.was a proposition to increase, instead of to re- 
‘ trench, expenses. He was opposed to the bill. 
He believed that there was greater necessity for 
the retention in the service of the second regiment 
of dragoons, than the augmentation of the marine 
corps. = 

Mr. BUCHANAN, after remarking on the ef- 
forts which had been making this session to econo- 
mize the expenses of Government, said he consid- 
ered this proposition to increase the marine corps 
by adding to it 500 men, 5captains, and 16 lieuten- 
ants, and a host of non-commissioned officers, a 
most extraordinary one. The bili which had pass- 
ed through yesterday, (when he was for a moment 
absent.) increasing the expenses of Government 
some 70 or $80,000 for:the pay of the purssrs, he 
did not beiieve there was the least necessity for; 
and was equally extraordinary, considering the 
state of the treasury. If he had been present, he 
would have recorded his vote against it; and should 
now,.so far as he. had any influence, exercise it to 
arrest. iis passage in the other House. So far as 
respected the bill now before the.Senate, he said he 
Wwas.opposed to it. He had opposed any increase 
of the marine corps in 1836, when the treasury was 
overflowing; and he was more opposed to it now, 
when they bad to borrow money (and could not get 
enough by borrowing) to carry on the expenses of 
Government. 

Mr. ARCHER made some remarks showing 
that the committee had not recommended one-half 
the increase which the department had recom- 

. mended, and showed that there was an absoiute 
necessity for. 

Mr. CUTHBERT made some remarks in favor 
of striking out the captains. He was in favor of 
giving the number of men absolutely necessary, 
but not an increase of captains. 

Mr. BUNTINGSON made some remarks 
against an increase of the corps. ` 

Mr. CHOATE proposed to the chairman [Mr. 
ARrcHER] to consent to strike from the bill the cap- 
tains, as suggested by the Senator from Georgia, 
[Mr. CurnssrT,] who, he believed, was a friend 
to the navy. 

Messrs. CALHOUN and KING expressed a 
willingness to vole for the increase of the corps, so 
far as the addition of the men went, as it was held 
by the department that they were absoluiely indis- 
pensable to the service; but they could not sane- 
tion an increase of. officers. They believed that 
there were sufficient officers to command the corps, 
even if 500 men were added toit. They suggest- 
ed to the chairman of the Naval Committee the 
propriety of striking from the bill all the officers. 

Mr. ARCHER consented, and, by unanimous 
consent, the bill was so amended as to omit any 
increase of commissioned officers. 

Mr. BUCHANAN then withdrew the call for 
the yeas and nays, as the most exceptionable part 
of the bill had been stricken out. 

The bili was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. : 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, August 11, 1842. 
THE SELECT,COMMITTEE ON THE VETO. 
The following gentlemen compose the select 
committee of thirteen to which the President’s 
message, returning, with his objections, the tariff 
bill, has been referred : 
Messrs, Apams of Massachusetts, 
Morrow of Ohio, 
Granaer of New York, 
Truman Smitu of Connecticut, 
Borts of Virginia, 
Pearce of Maryland, 
Rayner of North Carolina, 
James Cooper of. Pennsylvania, 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. ` 


T. J. Camrneiy of. Tennessee, 
Gimer of Virginia, 

W. W. Inwin of Pennsylvania, 
Rocsevetr of New York, 

C. J. InasrsoLL of Pennsylvania. 


RESIGNATIONS IN THE ARMY. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON*ssubmiitted a resoluiion, call- 
ing upon the Secretary of War to inform the 
House, at the nexi session of Congress, of the num- 
ber of resignations in the army since the Ist of 
January, 1835, and the causes of such resignations, 
so faras known; and whether any officer has been 
restored to the army, and to what staticn; giving 
the names of such officers, the dates of their resig- 
nations, the amount of money paid to each officer, 
and at what time, and for what cause paid, after 
resignation and before such restoration. 

Mr. STANLY objected. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to suspend the 
rules; which was agreed to, où a division, by a vote 
of 85 to 42, 

Mr. J. moved the previous question on the adop- 
tion of the resolution. 

Mr, STANLY desired to amend the former part 
of the resolution; and he inquired whether it was 
divisible. 

The SPEAKER replied in the negative. 

Mr. ARNOLD suggested to the gentleman from 
Tennessee [Mr. Cave Jonxson] to extend the in- 
qiiry to 1834. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON accepted the modifica- 
tion. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT suggested an addition to the 
resolution, so as to designate which of such officers 
had been educated at West Point Academy. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON accepted the amend- 
ment. 

The question was then taken on the mot on for 
the previous question; which was, sustained by the 
House, and the resolution was adopted. 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT ‘BILL. ; 


Mr. BARNARD moved that thé House take up, 
on its third reading, the bill to aménd the Act enti- 
ued “An act supplementary to the act eptitled an 
act to amend the judicial systen, of the United 
States.” V 

The Clerk read the bi!l a third igfe, and the 
question came up on its passage. ` 

Mr. JONES of Virginia said he had an amend- 
ment which he wished to submit to the bill; and for 
that purpose he moved torecommit it, with instruc- 
tions to amend the bill as follows: s 


That, hereaf:er, the eastern and western districts of Pennsyl- 
vania, and the district of Michigan, shall constitute the third 
circuit; 

The districts of Maryland, Delaware, and New Jersey shall 
constitute the fourth circuit; 

The districts of Virginia, North Carolina, and South Caro- 
lina shall constitute the fifth circuit; 

The districts of Georgia and Alabama shall constitute the 
sixth cireuit; 

The districis of Ohio, Indiana, \Uinois, and Missouri shal] 
constitute the seventh circuit; 

The districts of Kentucky, East and West Tennessee, and 
Arkansas shall constitute the eighth circuit; and 

The easiern district of Louisiana and the district of Missis- 
sippi shall constitute the ninth tircuit. 

He said he would remark to the Fouse that his 
object was lo avoid what appeared to him to be the 
greatest possible injustice to the State which he had 
the honor in part fo represent, and to one of the 
judges of their cireuit courts. The object which it 
was desirable to accomplish, he believed would be 
accomplished by hisamendment. The advantages 
of the judicial system would be exiended to every 
part of the Union, and ihe labor would be equita- ' 
bly distributed amongst the judges; and in the last 
place, as far as was practicable, they would con- 
sult the convenience of those on whom those duties 
would fall. He was aware that gentlemen who 
bad not turned their attention to this subject would 
not be able to act undersiandingly, and to pass vp- 
on the amendment which he haddeemed it his duty 
this morning to present, without some time for con- 
sideration. He bad, therefore, thought it better 
that the whe'e sabject should be recommitted, 
whereby an opportunity would be afforded to those 
who felt an interesi in ihe subject to direct their at- 
tention to it, and to judge of the advaniages of the 
scheme which he now proposed. It would be seen 
that it did injustice to the judge of one circuit; and 
he proposed so to amend; asin the first place to 


add to the 4th judicial cireuit the State of New 


Jersey, in the place of.the State of Virginia, asthe 
present bi!l proposes. The present’bill proposes èn- 
ti:ely to abolish the 5th judicial ciresit of Virginia’ - 
and North Carolina—a circuit, too, which, upon‘an 
examination, would be found to bethe third, in point,” 
of business, in the Union. The business of that 
circuit, according to a report of 1838-139, caused a 
heavier docketithan any other circuit in the United 
Siates, save two. It would be found, too, that the, 
population of that circuit, which this bill proposed 
to abolish, was little short of 2;000,000 per- 
sons. And it was a circuit, too, highly com- 
mercial, and skirting many hundred miles. of 
seaboard, which gave rise to many hundred ad» 
miralty cases. There was no one element which 
constituted a circuit, which the cireuit which this bill 
proposes to abolish did not possess in a degree as 
great as any other, save two. If pupulation were 
a necessary clemeat, that circuit had a population 
litte short cf two. milions; if business were a 
necessary ingredient, that circuit was the third in 
the Union; if several hundred miles of seaboard, 
giving rise to admiralty cases, were an ingredient, 
then this circnit had that necessary ingredient; and 
there was no ingredient which applied to any other, ` 
that did not apply to this in a greater degree than 
any other, save two, as he was prepared to show: 
by the petition of the judge on whose application 
this subject’ has been brought before the Congress 
of the United States. It was proposed then to 
abolish the fifth judicial circuit, and to create a 
circuit eight hundred miles from the place where 
the fifth eirenit now exists; and the cdhsequence 
would be, that the judge now residing in that fifth 
circuit must be transferred from that circuit, which 
it was propoxed to abolish, to that which it was 
proposed to create, at the sacrifice of all the social 
ties which bind him, and which have been going 
on through life—and a transfer from a climate 
which they knew to be salubrious, to the pestilen- 
tial atmosphere of New Orleans and Mobile; pre- 
senting the a.ternative of great risk or resignation, 
which he hoped was not the object of any gen- 
tieman. He could not believe that such motives 
influenced any gentleman cf that body; he would 
not suppose it, because it would be to suppose 
that gentlemen were aiming a deadly blow at the 
independence of the judiciary itself. He could 
not therefore believe it. Bat such would be the cone “ 
sequences; and if those consequences could be 
avoided by an equalization of the duties among the 
judges, which the law devolved upon them, he be- 
lieved it to be their duty so to equalize the duties 
amongst those whose duties they were consulting, 
and at the same time, as far as practicable, the con- 
venience of those judges upon whom the law had 
cast those duties. 


He had already presented to the Honse the con~ 
sequences which were to result from the passage 
of this bil!,; and the qnestion naturally presented 
itself to their consideration, whether those conse- 
quences might not be averted. He had shown 
that the circnit was large in territorial extent; that 
it was large in population, and in its business. He 
had endeavored, aiso, to point out to the House 
the result to the individual whose business it was 
to perform those duties; and now, if by any ar- 
rangement of the circuit, they could accomplish 
the objects desired, without subjecting any portion 
of the country,- or the judges, to inconvenience, it 
was desirable that such an object should be ac- 
complished. His amendment, if adopted, would 
add New Jersey to the 4th circuit, instead of Vir- 
ginia, as the biil now proposed to place it; and to 
that amendment he should suppose there would be 
no objection. That arrangement. would be more 
convenient, ang the labor to the judges would be 
less. 


He proposed, in the next place, that the eastern 
and western districts of Pennsylvania, and the dis< 
trict of Michigan, should be the 3d circuit, instead 
of including New Jersey in that circuit; which 
would cause but litle, if any, additional duties, 
He proposed that the 5th circuit should be South 
Carolina, North Carolina, and Virginia—-thus add- 
ing South Carolina to the 5th circuit, and adding, 
of course, very considerably to the duties which 
the judge would have to perform. To this, how- 


posed that Georgia and Alabama should be the 
Sih cireuit—thus giviag-to Judge Wayne Alabama 
in the place of South Carolina. . The 7th circuit he 
proposed” should’ be Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and 
Missouri. The House would observe that Mis- 
souri was added.in the place of Michigan ; and he 
was sure this arrangement would meet the appro- 
bation.of the judge. The 8th district he proposed 
should consist of Kentucky, eastern. and western 
Tennessee, and Arkarsas. Thus, Arkansas would 
be added to the 8th circuit, and Missouri, taken 
from it. The-only remaining district, then, would 
be.the 9th, which he proposed should be composed 

- of “Louisiana and Mississippi—taking from the 
judge Alabama and Arkansas, and leaving to him 
but two States. ‘To the proposition which he had 
thus made, he had heard no objection; and he now 
submitted it to the consideration of the House. 
must be obvious to all, that this arrangement would 
lessen the duties of the 8:h circuit, by distributing 
them among. the other judges; and he was not 
aware that he could propose any change in a shape 
more desirable. 


Mr. BARNARD said the object of this bill was 
very simple; whereas the object of the amendment 
of the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Jones] was 
complicated. The necessity had arisen for some 
partial re-organization of the circuits of the United 
States, in cons:quence of the great increase of the 
business in the extreme southernmost district of 
the Union, where it had been found impossible 
that the judge assigned to. that judicial circuit 
could. perfotm iis duties. It was physically impos- 
sible that the duties of that-district could be per- 
formed by any one judge. There had been a fail- 
ure of justice; and it became the Congress of the 
United States to apply a remedy. This bili had 
been. proposed for the purpose of remedying that 
evil. Inorder to do. that, without an increase of 
the number of judges of the United States, (which 
would itself be an evil, but scarcely less than the 
existing évils,) the remedy that was absolutely ne- 
cessary was, to Some extent, a re-organization of 
‘the circuits, which this. bill proposed to do. In 
order to accomplish this, it was necessary to begin 
alittle to the north—even as far as the 4th er- 
cuit; the judge of which (the Chief Justice) had 
only the States of Delaware and Maryland, and it 
was the lightestcircuit in the Unite i States. It was 
proposed, without injustice to the judge to whom 
that circuit might be assigned under the provisions 
of this bill, to add to it the State of Virginia; and 
certainly there could be no objection to that asa 
public measure, It was certain the Chief Justice 
did not object, nor would be if he retained that 
circuit. Taking Virginia away, then, from the 5th 
circuit, it would leave only North Carolina te that 
circuit; and the question arose, what was to’be done 
with it? Phe gentleman from Virginia said the 
circuit was abolished; but surely the gentleman did 
not mean that any portion of the United States. 
certainly not that portion of the 5th cireuit—.was 
left out of the judicial system. No; but it was pro- 
posed to make the Sth circuit to consist of two 
States different from those of which it formerly 
consisted; and certainly, as a measure of jasiice, no 
one ought to object to that. The remaining State 
of the 5th circuit, as formerly corstituted, was, by 
this bill, to be added to the 6th circuit—adding 
thereby no improper burden to the judge to whom 
it was assigned. Those were the alterations pro- 
posed to be made by this bill; they were exceeding- 
ly simple, and they accomplished the object in view, 
which was to extend the judiciai system to every 
part of the Union. The bill also proposed that the 
judges should adopt amongst themselves the new 
circuits, at their next sitting. To whom the 5th 
cirenit should fall was to be decided by them- 
selves, Undoubtedly it would be contested be- 
tween the judge who now resided init, and the judge 
of the 6h circuit. The House well knew that the 
judge last appointed resided in the State of Virginia, 
and it might be necessary to move him to Ala- 
bama or Louisiana; and was this considered any 
hardship on any particular judge? or ought they 


to legislate for the convenience of any particular . 


- judge, when the judicial system was being extend- 
ed to all the people of the United States? He (Mr. 


ever, he (the judge). could notobject: It was pro- 
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| - B.} apprehended if it were not to éonsult the con- 


venience of this judge, now residing in Virginia, 
they would: never. have. heard of this amendment 
and complaint. i f so 

He appealed to the House to say whether an 
amendment which would incur so much inconve- 
nience and injustice should be adopted. i 

Mr. J. W. JONES said he would ask the gen- 
tleman from New York [Mr. Barnard] to show 
how anybody would’ be injured, or any circuits 
inconveniently arranged, by the amendment he had 


‘offered. If there was hardship anywhere, he wished 


the gentleman to show how it operated. 

Mr. BARNARD objected to the question. It 
was an improper mode of proceeding. In turn, he 
would submit it to the gentleman from Virginia, 
whether the object of his amendment was not to 
promote the personal convenience of ihe respected 
judge of the 5th circuit, who now resided in Vir- 
ginia? Would these amendments have ever been 
introduced, but for the faet that this bill would 
make it necessary for that judge either to change 
his residence or resign his station? 

Mr. J. W. JONES said that, apart from that con- 
sideration, as a Representative from Virginia he 
should have felt it his duty to have offered it. If the 
gentleman would call to mind what he said, he 
would find that he declared that the first object to be 
sought after, in passing a judiciary bill, was to ex- 


-tend the benefits of our system to all parts of the 


Union; secondly, to distribute the duties to be per- 
formed equally among those called on to perform 
them; and, thirdly, (the last and least consideration,) 
to accommodate as much as practicable the con- 
venience of the judges. He thought all these ob- 
jects would be accomplished by his amendments. 
ile would again ask the gentleman if they would 
do harm to anybody? Show bim a casein which 
the bili, if amended, as he had proposed, would 
operate inconveniently or unjustly,and he would 
satisfy the gentleman to the contrary. 

Mr. BARNARD szid he might ask the gentle- 
man from Virginia if the arrangeinent proposed 
in the bil! would do injury to any portion of the 
people of the United States? Would not this bill 
meet the objects for which the judiciary was estab- 
lished? Andifso, why did the gentleman from 
Virginia come here with his amendmenis? Did 
any complaint exist in any other circuit, excent 
those proposed to be remodeled? He (Mr. B.) 
was opposed io the amendments. He was opposed 
to sending the bill again to the committee, after it 
had been examined after it had passed the Sen- 
ate; and that, too, at this late period of the session. 
In order to bring the House to a direct voie upon 
the bill, he would do what the Honse would bear 
him witness he was not accustomed io do; and that 
Was, to move thn previcus question. 

The House sustained the call for the previous 
question; and tho main question having been order- 
ed to be now put— 

Mr. J. W, JONES asked for the yeas and nays 
on the passage of the bill; which were taken, and 
resnited—yveas 115, nays 63, as follows: 

YEAS.—Messrs., Allen, Sherlock J. Andrews, Appleton, 
Arnold, Arcington, Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Biilack, 
Birdseye, Blair, Boardmon, Borden, Botts, Briggs, Milton 
Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, William 0, Butler, 
Calhoun, William B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Ca- 
ruthers, Casey, Chapman, Childs, Chittenden, John ©. Clark, 
James Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Cross, Garrett Da- 
vis, John Edwards, Fessenden, Fillmore, A. L. Foster, Gamble, 
Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Patrick G. Goode, Graham, Gran- 
ger, Green, Gwin, Habersham, Hall, Halsted, Houston, How. 
ard, Hudson, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, William 
W. Irwin, James, Wiliam Cost Johnson, John P. Kennedy, 
King, Lane, Linn, McKennan, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mat- 
tocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Mitcheil, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, 
Osborne, Owsley, Pearce, Pendleton, Pope, Proffit, Ramsay, 
Benjamin Randall, Alexander Randall, Ravdoiph, Rayner, 
Iudgway, Rodney, William Russell, James M, Russell, Salton. 
stall, Saniord, Saunders, Shields, ‘Truman Smith, Stanly, Strat. 
ton, Alexander I. H. Stuart, John T. Stuart, Taliaferro, John 
B. Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, Jacob Thom pson, Til- 
linghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, Underwood, Van Rens. 
selaer, Wallace, Warren, Washington, Edward D, White, Jo- 
seph L. White, Chivstopher H. Williams, Augustus Young, 
and John Young—115. g 

NAYS.—Messrs. Adams, Atherton, Barton, 
Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Charles Brown, Burke. 
Gieen W. Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, John Campbell, 
Cary, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Colquitt, Mark A. Conper, Daniel, 
R. D, Davis, Dean, Doan, John ©. Edwards, Egbert, John G. 
Floyd, William O. Goode, Gordon, Harris, Hays, Holmes 
Hopkins, Houck, Hubard, Hunter, Cave Johnson, John W. 
Joues, Andrew Kennedy, Lewis, Littlefield, Abraham McClel- 
Jan, Robert McClellan, McKay, McKeon, Mallory, Marchand, 


Beeson, Bowne, 
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Alfred Marshall, Mathews, Medill, Miller, Newhard, Plumer, 


Reding Reynolds. Riggs, Rogers, Roosevelt, Snyder, Steenrod, 5 
BSweney, Turney,” Van Buren, Watterson, Weller, James W. 
Williams, and Wood—68. “ è : = 


THE VETOED TARIFF BILL. 

Mr. PROFFIT moved to take up the bill which’ ` 
was returned from the President, with objections, 
and laid on the table yesterday, for the purpose of 
reconsidering the same, according to the constitu- 
tional duty of the House. f 

Mr. FILLMORE begged that gentlemen would 
wait for the report of the Select Committee on the _ 
Message. : 

Mr. PROFFIT said the report would bave no 
influence upon him; and be did not wish the House 
to be delayed in its action upon a new tariff bill, 
by waiting for the report of any committee upon 
the message. 

The House refused to take up the bill—ayes 82, 
noes 104. 

On motion of Mr. J. P. KENNEDY, the Com- 
mittee of the Whole were discharged from the fur- 


ther consideration of the bill to regulate the mode 


cf measuring the tonnage of vessels. 

Mr. ADAMS moved that the House take up 
the report of the select committee on_ the reasons 
given by the President for signing the apportion- 
ment bill; and that the same be referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whcle-on the state of the Union. 

Mr. CUSHING objected. Thereupon : 

Mr. ADAMS moved a suspension of the rules 
in order to receive bis motion. The House refused 
to sugpend—ayes 99, noes 88; not two-thirds. 

Onimotion by Mr. FILLMORE, the House re- 
solved itself int Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Unfon, (Mr. Horxins of Virginia in 
the chair. 

ie AL ORE moved that the committee 
take up Houge bill No. 80, making appropriations 
for certain{qrtifications of the United States for the 
year 1842, ` 

Mr. WM. COST JOHNSON asked if there was 
not a biil on the table to refund to Gen. Jackson 
the amount of the fine imposed on him at New 
Orleans by Judge Hall, and moved to take up that 
bill. 

The question was first put on Mr. FILLMORE’S 
motion, and carried—ayes 82, noes not counted. 

So the committee took up the bill making ap- 
propriations for certain fortifications of the United 
States for the year 1842; and the bill having been 
read, the committee proceeded to consider it by 
sections, The Ist section having been passed 
OVET 7 

Mr. GRAHAM said that he was somewhat at 
a loss what motion to make, now that he had got 
the floor. His object was to reject the bill, and he 
believed the best way to attain it was to move to ` 
sirike out the enacting clause. 

The CHAIR said that the motion was not in 
order in Committee of the Whole, the committee 
being on the second section. If there was no mo- 
tion to amend that section, they would pass on to 
the next. N 

Several sections were passed over; and the 20th 
section was read, making an appropriation of 
$33,000 for Fort Warren, Boston harbor. 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL thought that, in the pres- 
ent condition of the treasury, they ought not tò 
make any appropriations for new works, or for the 
extension of those already completed; but should 
coufine themselves to appropriating money for ne- 
cessary repairs only. Under the impression that 
the appropriation for Fort Warren was for a new 
work, or for the extension of one already con- 
strucied, he would move to strike it out. 

Mr, FILLMORE said that the appropriation 
was for the continuation of, a work in progress, 
‘aad was barely sufficient for preventing its going 
to ruin, and the total Joss of what had been already 
expended. He would observe, in advance, to save 
irouble, that the committee had reduced all the ap- 
propriations in this bill far below the estimates of 
the department; and the committee had barely dis- 
tributed among the different works money enough 
to preserve the works in progress from dilapidation. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina said that, 
understanding from the chairman of the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means [Mr. Fitimorn] that the 
only object of the bill was to make such appropria~ 
tions as were necessary for the preservation of the 


Sy Ro E S 


: works, and: ‘the materials ‘collected at 

would withdraw hig amendment. f 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON made some inquities of 

he chairman of the Committee of Ways and 

Means, thé purport of which (as his back was 
turned towards the reporter) was not heard. 

The clause making an appropriation of $7,000 
for the preservation of the site ef Fort Macon, 
peanon North Carolina, $5,000, was next in or- 

er. 

: Mr. WASHINGTON moved to amend it, by 
increasing the appropriation to $14,000; and made 


them, he 


some observations in support of his amendment, 


showing the insufficiency of the sum for the ob- 
ject in view, and the great importance of the work. 

Mr. POPE madea few observations in opposi- 
tion to the amendment, referring to the state of the 
treasury as the reason why such appropriations 
should not be increased. He would be willing to 
make liberal appropriations for all our works of 
defence, if our finances were in a more prosper- 
ous condition. : 

At the suggestion of Mr. MALLORY, Mr. 
WASHINGTON consented to waive bis amend- 
ment till the other clauses of the bill were gone 
through with. 

Mr. BLACK offered an amendment, to insert, 
after the appropriation for Charleston, S. C., an 
appropriation of $60,000 for the furiher prosecu- 
tion of the works of Fort Pulaski, at the mouth of 
the Savannah river. 

Mr. B. said that, by reference to the report of 
the Secretary of War, he saw an estimate of 
$60,000 for this objec: for the present year; and, 
by reference to another document, he saw that 
$50,000 was appropriated in the year 1840. He 
understood that the fort was not finished, and that 
the sum he proposed was not more than was abso- 
lutely necessary to finish ii. In the present condi- 
tion of the finances of the country, he would be 
willing that the work on all the fortifications of the 
United States should be stopped ; but when he 
saw that the Committee of Ways and Meanswere 
reporting thousands wpon thousands for other 
works upon the seacoast of fess importance, he 
did not propose to stand still and see the Savannah 
river passed over. 

This fortification (Mr. B. said) was one of the 
most important in the whole country. It protected 
the interior of Georgia, the interior of South Car- 
olina, of North Carolina, and part of Tennessee. 
There was no fortification in the Southern coun- 
try to becompared to it in importance. THe should 
be glad to know why the committee had passed 
by the fortifications so important to the region of 
country be came from, while they appropriated so 
liberally for other sections of the Union. If the 
state of the treasury was such as to require the 
whole system of fortifications to be stopped, he 
would make no objections ; but he could not be si- 
lent while the important work he had named was 
alone neglected. 


Mr. STANLY referred to another bill, in which 
there was an appropriation of $50,000 for this 
work. : 

Mr, FILLMORE said that there was an appro- 
priation of $50,000 at the extra session for this 
work, which was reported in the documents from 
the War Department as unexpended. 

Mr. BLACK said that was in December last. 
Did that show that any money was on band now? 

Mr. FILLMORE said no; the money might have 
been all expended. 

The CHAIR said that the amendment of the 
gentleman from Georgia was out of order—the ap- 
propriation he proposed being included in another 
bill that was pending before the House. 

Mr. WHITE of Louisiana moved to strike out 
the appropriation of $10,000 for Fort Livingston, 
Barrataria bay. 

Mr. W. then proceeded to give at Jength bis rea- 
sons for the motion—being the insufficiency of the 
sum, which he considered worse than nothing, and 
would be thrown away. Mr. W. spoke of the 
great importance of baving this point fortified, 
both for the safety of New Orleans and the vast 
region of country to-which the bayous of the Mis- 
-- sissippi were outlets: If he could not get the sum 
.; -estimated by the War Depariment—g90,000, which 


should be withheld. i 

Mr. PENDLETON expressed the hope that the 
gentleman would not persist in his motion. He did 
not agree with him that an appropriation of $10,000 
would be useless; though he would rather see the 
estimate of the War Department adopted. Mr. 
P., in conclusion, moved to amend the motion of 
the gentleman from Louisiana, by inserting $90,000, 
instead of $10,000. 


He concurred in the sentiment-which had been 
expressed, of the necessity to cut dawn appropri- 
ations for works slready commenced, and of com- 
mencing no appropriations for new works until 
they could see from what source the money was to 
come; but he ccencluded to supply the blank with 
$90 000. 

_ Mr. FILLMORE having mage a few observa- 
tions— 

Mr. PENDLETON resumed in explanation. 

Mr. WHITE said that, from information de- 
rived from the depariment, he had avcer:ained that 
the sum of $90,000 would be required for these 
works, which were for the preservation, continu- 
ance, and repairs of old works; and therefore be 
insisted on his motion. 

Subsequently he modified his motion, by pro- 
posing $50,060. 

The motion was negatived. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the commitice 
rise, and report the bill. 

Mr. SPRIGG said be kad an amendment, which 
he wished to propose as an additional section, which 
provided that it should be the duty of the Secretary 
of the Treasury of the United States to report to 
Congress, at the next session, the amount of money 
drawn from the treasury in each year, from the Ist 
of January, 1817, to the Ist of October, 1842, to 
be applied to the construciion and repair of the va- 
rious forts of the United Siates and .the Territories 
thereof; distinguishing between the amcunt expend- 
ed on the construction and in the repair of the 
works, 

He made some explanatory remarks, which 


- were not distincily heard; and proceeded to com- 


ment on the fact that many of our lJight-houses 
were erected on sites which were the property of 
individuals, instead of belonging to the United 
States. He also objected to the atiempt to com- 
plete the long line of works from Passamaquoddy 
bay to the Sabine river, which were prcposed, 
when the treasury was empty.. He was under- 
stcod to remark that, if the proposed works were 
completed, they would require 63,000 men to man 
them in time of war, and a very large number in 
time of peace. Regarding, then, the immense 
amount of money which they would require, and 
tbe condition of the corntry, it was time that they 
should pause, and leara what amount had been 
expended on these fortifications, ascertain their 
character, and satisfy themselves whetner it would 
be proper to prosecute thase works. 

Mr. FILLMORE intimated that the amendment 
was not in order on this bill, though it might be le- 
ritimately offered, at the proper opportunity, as a 
resolution. 

After some discussion, in which Messrs. Mc- 
KAY, MALLORY, SPRIGG, PROFFIT, HA- 
BERSHAM, UNDERWOOD, and FILLMORE 
took part, the amendment was negatived. 

Mr. BLACK offered an amendment, asa sup- 
plemental section, to provide au appropriation of 

60,000 for Fort Pulaski, on the Savannah river. 

e contended that this amount ought to be appro- 
priated to compleie the works which had been be- 
gun, and that that portion of the country should 
have its proportion of the distributions made by the 
Governmeni. He pointed ont the importance of 
guardisg the meuth of that river, as the key to 
the inland States. 

The amendment was negatived. 

Mr. GRAHAM moved that the committee rise 
and report ibe biil to the House, with tke recom- 
mendation that it be rejected. He said he was 
not opposed to a system of fortifications, for be 
believed they were in part necessary lo our coun- 
try; butit was utterly impossible to erect them 
along our long line of coast, extending 3,000 miles, 


to protect every creek and river. He was in favor 
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was barely sufficient—he would ratber the $10,000 


879 
of doing that by a floating fortifieation—a good 


navy. He had endeavored to.susiain the navy, 
and he believed ‘that it was wise economy; but, at ~ 


` a time like the present, he could not vote for. this - 


bill. Rue 8 

Mr. HOLMES said he -would venture fo assert 
that there was no gentleman here, however eċo- 
nomical he might be, who would not vote for this 
bill, did he comprehend the reasons on which it 
was founded. He admitted that there was no’ 
money, and did not, at present, see that the-ability 
of any financier would be great enoagh to raise 
revenue adequate to the wants of this nation. He 
believed with the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
[Mr. Apams,] that a revolution was at hand-nor, 
however, a conflictof arms, bat of mind --not an 
endeavor to pull down the Government, but a con- 
flict between the Whigs and PDemocrats-as to the 
mode of providing the ways and means for the 
treasury. But this was not the question before the 
committee. 


If (said he) you are to exist as a. nation, will 
you give up all that renders you safe and secure 
in your position? The fortifications you have al- 
ready erected have cost $20,000,000. What, then, 
is the question? Shall you sink these twenty mil- 
lions into the ocean, from which you have built 
your forts, rather than expend a qnarter of a mile: 
lion to prevent them from going to dilapidation? 
Pass over this bill—put it aside—and what will be 
the result? To save $243,000, you will lose mil- 
lions. This confederacy either is or is not to be 
preserved. If it is to be preserved, then. you 
should preserve that which will contribuie to ren- 
der it permanent as one grand empire. 

He deprecated the policy pursued by the Demo- 
cratic Administration-——of stopping the appropria- 
tions for fortifications, The consequence of such 
neglect was, that they went to decay, and, in the 
end, required more to rebuild aud repair them than 
it would have cost to make timely repairs. He 
instanced the case of a vessel which belonged to 
the Government, and was sold for want of an ap- 
propriation to keep it up. The vessel cost four or 
five thousand dollars. He (Mr. H ) bought it for ` 
$1,000; and, after using it for some time, sold it for 
$200. The buyer again sold it, then a wreck, to 
the Government, for $1,000. 

Mr. MALLORY said he would not discuss the 
merits of fortifications; they had become the settled 
policy of the Government. He advocated the ape 
propriations contained in this bill, in order to insure 
the completion of works already begun. He men- 
tioned a number of instances where the refusal of 
Congress to make appropriations for fortifications 
had produced dilapidation and decay, creating: the 
necessity for extensive repairs. Although he had 
voted against the (so called) revenue bill, and was 
in favor of these appropriations, yet he considered 
himself entirely consistent, and was ready to vote 
for a bill that would give proper revenre for carry 
ing on these works, and defraying all the expendi 
tures of the Government. 


Mr. HABERSHAM made a few remarks not 
distine'ly heard, but understood to be in defence of 
the appropriation for Fort Pulaski, on Savannah 
river. f 

Mr. M. A. COOPER opposed the bil. He con- 
sidered it a violation of every principle of econo« 
my, and as proposing to expend money when we 
had none in the treasury. Moreover, there was no 
obligation to expend the money, as there was in the 
case of the army and navy, towards which large 
sums were appropriated. The system of making 
such large appropriations to fortifications had too 
long existed, and he thought it high time it was ar- 
rested. 


Mr. CUSHING advocated the propriely of the 
bill. He replied for some time to the remarks of 
his colleague [Mr. Apams] in relation to “ revolu- 
tion” and an “ appeal to the God of battles;” and 
also to the remarks of his colleague in relation to 
the powers said to be assumed by the Executive. 
He denied having ever said that the Executive was 
a ** co-ordinate branch of the Legislature.” 

Mr. ADAMS briefly replied, contending that the 
speech of his colleague was metaphysical and hair 


_ splitting. 


"Mr. POPE ‘opposed the passage of the bill at 
this time. Adveriing to the exhausted condition 
ofthe treasury, he took occasion to disclaim ut- 
térly all agreement in the fears professed by some 
gentlemen as to a disruption of the Government. 
He was not in the least. alarmed on that subject; 
nor should he be at half a` dozen more vetoes. 
There was a higher power in the state than either 
Congress or the President; and that was the people. 
To them the appeal lay in the Jast resort. He 
was for: the course adopted by Queen Victoria, 
who, when she found she could not get along with 
Ker'ministry and: their majority, dissolved Parlia- 
ment, and appealed to the people. We must do 
the same. The sterling good sense and integrity 
of the people, and the sovereignty of their expressed 
will, would soon prove themselves paramount to 
both veto ahd ditto. [A laugh.) Mr. P. was pre- 
pated to'meet the Executive on such an appeal; 

ut he had no idea that this Government was to 
be dissolved by little squabbles between a part of 
this House and the corporal’s guard. 

Mr. P. here referred to his own experience when 
Governor of Arkansas, when it had become his 
duty. to veto the doings. of the Legislature in three 
diferent instances, (and he really thonght he 
wrote a good deal better message to them, than 
Captain Tyler’s,)—[a laugh]—and the Legislatute, 
though strong against him, had failed by one vote 
toget a majority of two-thirds for their bill, No 
appeal had been made on that occasion to “the 
God of battles.” [A laugh] The appeal was 
made to the people; and, next year, two-thirds of 
the Legislature sustained the veto of the Governor. 
The people soon put things all right, and so they 
would do again, re 

. The same thing had virtually happeved in Ken- 
tucky. In a season of public distress, the Legisla- 
ture. passed certain relief inws; they passed both 

` branches, and were approved by the Governor; but 
the Jadiciary pronounced them unconstitutional, 
and puta judicial veto on the whole proceeding. 
An effort was then made to break the judges, but 
it failed. A new court was thea appointed, who 
gave an opposite decision; and then came the fight 
between the new and the old court parties, The 
‘appeal was not to the God of battles, (though in 
that case it was onee very near coming to that,) 
but to the people; and in the end the veto party 
were triumphant, the constitutional court was re- 
stored, and placed again on a firm foundation, 
Where it had stood firmly ever since. 


Mr. P. scouted the idea of any appeal but a 
peaceful appeal to the judgment of the people of 
the United States. He here publicly proclaimed 
that he would enter into no caucus arrangements 
or caucus pledges: he went for passing a Dill to 
sustain the credit of the Government. [Cries of 
“Right; thavs it”) 

-A North Carolina Whig [Mr. Woasnincron] 
and a South Carolina Democrat (Mr. Hoimes] 
had talked about a niggardiy economy in resisting 
the appropriations in the bill, But he had a word 
for them, and particularly his frieud from Ac. 
©omac, [Mr. Wisx,] who professed to be a Jef- 
fersonian Democrat. Mr. P. here referred to the 
course of Mr. Jefferson's policy, as directed, in an 
eminent manner, to retrenchment and public econ- 
omy. He had repealed the internal taxes, reduced 
the army and navy, and brought duwa the ex- 
penditures of the Government to a little over 
$15,000,000, and bad made provision for paying a 
part of the public debt. This was Jeffersonian econ- 
omy. Fle commended this example (on which he 
seemed to dwell with a fond remembrance) to theat- 
tention of his friend from Accomac; he called him 
his triend, because he had fellen in love with him the 
first time he had ever heard him speak, for he made 
anoble speech for a national bank, and very highly 
eulogized Alexander Hamiiton, [loud merrimeat,] 
and he had a kindly feeling for bim still. He 
hoped he would yet come back, and show himself 
a little nearer to the true Jeffersonian Democratic 
school. To this all must come back. 

Mr. P. again adverted to the times from 1801 
to 1833, and to our naval successes against the 
pitates und the Barbary powers. The danger of 
war had been ten times as ‘great then as now, yet 
the army. and navy had both been reduced. Mr. 


~ 


P. disclaimed riding the hobby of a niggardly 


economy. This he had never done, but was for 
just economy in the Government. i 

Mr. P. at length got upon the bill before the 
committee, in regard to which ke was understood 
to argue, as there was no present danger of a for- 
eign war, we could afford, in the present exhausted 
state of. the treasury, to postpone any appropria- 
tion for fortifications to a future session. It was 
folly to go to borrow money. for works that could 
as well be postponed to a more. favorable season. 
He seemed to think that mach of what was said 
in favor of the several works was prompted main- 
ly by a desire to get a little Government money 
spent in gentlemen’s own districts. All this. was 
very natural, and he did not biame it; but the forts 
would not run away; and as to the tools, and all 
that, some way cowld be found to kesp them from 
rotting or rusting away. The gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Fitumore] had a very persuasive 
way with him; he told the committee of conversa- 
tions he had had with the heads of bureaus, and 
how much more they had asked for than the Com- 
mittee of Ways aud Means had granted. Yes, he 
supposed they made ita rule alwaysto be sure to 
ask enough, and thought themselves pretty well off 
to get one-half. They were like the Kentacky 
horse-dealers, who asked $200 for a horse that 
they hoped to get $109 for. [A laugh.] 


Bat Mr. P. should vote for neither the whole 


nor the half. 

Mr. P. adverted also to the strange idea that 
seemed to possess the President, that every man 
who would not vote for every appropriation was 
actuated by personal hostility to him; disclaiming 
all such feeling, and claiming to act for the coun- 
try alone. Efe noticed the arrogant assumption 
of our great cities to diciate in public measures : 
they were but drops in the bucket, and greatly 
overrated their own ixfluence. 

Mr. P. deprecated the evils growing out of a 
great extension of the navy, which was liable to 
involve us in foreign controversies, and embroil 
us, sooner or later, with all the nations of the 
world. He thought it better to leave thera to set- 
tle the balance of power in the Old World, while 
we attended to our own concerns. But there were 
some gentlemen who were for going the great 
figcre inour navy and army too: they seemed tired 
of the plainness and economy of a Republican 
Governmen', and to long atier the pomps and 
splendors of a monarchy; bet he hoped our repub- 
lican plainness would long be preserved, and that 
we should be governed more by prudence than by 
a vain ambition. 

Mr. ARNOLD insisted that gentlemen had the 
cart before the horse, Tastead of taking up this 
bill to appropriate $200,000, when there was not 
a dollarin the treasary, nor any likely te come 
there, (accorcing to the information he got from 
all quarters.) they ought to have taken up the bill 
he bad proposed to them for the saving of ¢2,000,- 
000 in the expenditures of the Government. He 
regretted that its consideration should have been 
set aside by the motion of one of the peculiar 
friends of the Presidext. 

Mr. A. referred to his oft-repeated efforts to get 
up the bill, while others, appropriating millions’ of 
the public money, were suffered to take its place. 
He adverted to the scorn and ridicule with which 
he had been treated, both in and out of the House, 
for his course in proposing a retrenchment of sala- 
ries, while, as soon as he could get an opporinnity 
of recording the yeas and nays, a large me jority 
insiandy appeared in favor of the bill, He would 
say to gentlemen, that though they could now 
skuik, the nation would mark it. Such a course 
would be a foul stain upon the national character. 
Men would record their names by yeas and hays 
as in favor of the bill, and, the moment they could 
escape irom this open responsibility, would resist 
every effort to get itup.. You are hypocrites, ex- 
claimed Mr. A.—«vile hypocrites ! 

[Here he was called to order from all quarters, 
and the Cuarr said such language could not be 
permitted } . 

Mr. A. said he had pointed to no one in particu- 
lar; but what was not allowed to be said here. 
would be spoken freely among the people, and 


would come back to some gentlemen. in. tones of 
thunder. Mr. A. said that, until they would con- .. 
sent to take up and act upon this retrenchment bill, 

he should stop voting for any further appropria.: 
tions. He did not pretend to be in the arcana of’. 
either party; he fought upon his own hook. 

[A voice: ‘*You don’ make much headway, Are, 
NOLD.”’} E 

That was true, as regarded this House; but. he 
had succeeded in getting up the subject; the ques- 
tion was before the people; and if the people did « 
not send up men pledged to carry the measure into 
full effect, he was most egregiously mistaken, 

As to the state of the treasury, the Whigs could 
do nothing for it, nor could the Democrats. Sup- 
posing they sheuld now stop, and pass another bill 
—such a bill precisely as the President might in- 
dicate, and promise to approve, (as he had in the. 
case of the second Bank bill)-—-what assurance 
could the House have that he would not veto it? 
No assurances from that quarter could any further 
be relied upon. Nothing would suit him, that a 
majority of this House could send. Then they 
had only to leave the Government a barren waste, 
and the country in increasing embarrassments. No 
other course was left to them. He rather thought, 
after such an experiment, the next-Congress would 
find matters somewhat less stubborn; and would 
not, like this, meet the veto at every turn. . 

[A voice: “How do you know he’ won't veto 
your bili?) : 

Mr, A. said it was like enough he might. Ve- 
toes were becoming fashionable; but he would 
rather have it openly murdered by a veto, than si- 
lently smothered in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. GIDDINGS, afier listening anxiously for 
some good argument in favor of passing this bill, 
had heard but one which kad any weight; and that 
was, that large sums had already been spent on 
these fortifications. This was an argumer.t which did 
not salisfy him. He asked any gentleman to show 
him the real benefit we had received in return for 
the twenty millions thus far expended upon them. 
None entertained the apprehension that our soil 
would be invaded by any foreign foe; none would 
dare to make that attempt again. But if they did, 
forts would not keep them out. These works might 
be useful in defending our great naval depots, but 
elsewhere of what value were they? He here re-. 
ferred to the exposed coast of the north of Ohio, in 
which there was not a single fortification; and Hea» 
ven forbid this Government should ever be asked 
by any Representative from that State to erect one! 
Mr. G. referred to the vast amount of property 
constantly afloat in the commerce on our great 
lakes, and tae refusal of Congress to appropriate a 
doilar for its preservation, or even that of the lives 
of our lake sailors. 


Mr. G. had voted largely for forts on the sea- 
board; but if his constituents would forgive him for 
that one offence, he never would be guilty of the 
like sgain, {t might be said he was actuated by 
seciional feeling; and if he were, the only way to 
keep down sectional jeaiousies was by doing sec- 
tional justice. He hoped the chairman of the 
Commiitee of Ways and Means would duly weigh 
these considerations. [A voice: “He has got no 
scales.” § Question! question !"] 

Mr. FILLMORE said that if the committee 
would now consent to report the bill, with or with- 
out a recommendation that it be rejected, the 
House could act upon it without delay, and then 
procesd to other business. He was bound to say 
that hs had himself great doubts as to the propriet 
of now passing it; and if something was not done 
for the relief of the treasury, other than a resort to 
loans, he should be compelled to vote against the 
bil. He rever would consent to appropriate 
money for fortifications, which must be borrowed, 
ata great discount, on 6 per cent. Government 
stock, 

As tẹ the remarks of the gentleman from Ohio, 
[ ir. Gippinas,] the world must exonerate Mr. F. 
from all imputation of selfishness in introducing 
this bill; it contained not one dellar for any West- 
ern work whatever. The committee had reported 
the biil, originally, in the hope that, before it re- 
ceived its final action, some means would be pros 
vided for furnishing the funds. That hope wag 
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now disappointed. According to the present pros- 
pect, there was not only no. means in the treasury 
now, but there would not be, unless by means of 
fresh loans—and to that Mr. F. would never give 
his consent, not even for the sake of repairing the 
fortifications of the country. 

Mr. BOWNE observed that he would detain the 

committee but a few moments; and, indeed, he 
“would not have risen at all, but for the remarks of 
the. gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. ARnozn,] 
_ which had enlisted his sympathies for the unhappy 
| predicament in which the gentleman seemed to be 
- placed. Having seen a way, or fancied that he 
saw a way, by which the gentleman could be re- 
lieved from that load of distress which was weigh- 
ing. him down to the dust, he felt it his duty to 
point it out to him. The gentleman from Tennes- 
» see could not vote for these appropriations—first, 
‘because there was not a dollar in the treasury; and, 
secondly, because, shadowing forth the caucus de- 
ee, he predicis that we are to have no revenue 
bill. 
Mr. ARNOLD. I know of no caucus decree on 
the subject. ; 
| ~ Mr. BOWNE. Well, the gentleman gave it as 
-his individual opinion, ikat no revenue bill would 


| They had heard as much yesterday from the vene- 
rable gentleman from Massachusetts, {Mr. Apams,] 
and to-day from his friend the chairman of the 
' Committee of Ways and Means, [Mr. FILLMORE ] 
Now, permit me to ask (said Mr. 8.) why is it that 
we are to have no revenue bill at this session? 
With a majority of forty in this House, and a ma- 
: rity of ten in the Senate—for gentlemen of the 
Whig party to tell him that they could not pass a 
| Yevenue bill to raise money to carry on the Gov- 


ernment, and reiieve it from its embarrassments, 

was to trifle with his understanding. Would gen- 

tlemen say that they conid not pass a revenue bill, 

because the President had vetoed the one just sent 

him? Did they suppose they could delude the 
; people of the country with this child-like story? 
Did they suppose that the people were so want- 
ing in intelligence as not to see the real mo- 
| lives which governed them? Letus go back to the 
; litle revenue twelve-lines bill, and see what the 
| President told thera when he returned it with his 
‘objections. Why, be told them that he was ready to 
- CO operaie with them in any revenue measure, in 
| language as plain as it could be written. "They con- 
| nected it with a measure which they knew he disap- 
Proved of; and the consequence was, as they foresaw, 
t avelo. Inthe face of this, they passed another reve- 
; hue bill, end connected it with that same measure, 

Which the President told them, in language as plain 

as he could speak, that be could net conscien- 
` flously sanction; and though they knew that he 
| disapproved of it, and that ke bad nerve enough to 
d throw it back upon them, they still forced it upon 
} him. And now (said Mr. B.) they tell us we are 
to have no revenue bill, because, forscoth, they ap- 
Prehend another veto. The story is too idle to be 
' ‘believed for a moment. They could not make a 
| boy of ten years of age listen to it. ‘The President 
has told you, in language as plain as he can speak, 
l that he is ready and anxious to covopera'e »iih the 
| Legislature in passing such a revenue measure as 
4 will relieve the wanis of the Government, and, at 
` the same time, give sufficient incidental protection 
} to our manufaciuring and mechanical industry; 
but that he cannot, in the present embarrassed con- 
dition of the treasury, sanction the collection of 
taxes with the one hand, to be squandered en the 
‘States with the other. Ifthe Government was to 
| be prostrated because he will not give his consent 


to such a monstrous system of legislation, those . 


who have a strong majority in both Houses of Con- 
gress, with a President ready to co-operate with 
them;in any constitutional measure of relief, must 
take the responsibility. Such, however, was the 
tenacity with which party-spirit clung to its pur- 
poses, that, while this majority was willing to 
squander three millions away among the States, 
though the treasury was entirely exhausted, they 
could not pass a revenue measure to provide the 
ways and means to carry on the Government. 
They profess that they are anxious to pass a rev- 
enue measure to relieve the wants of the coun- 
try; but they are unable to accomplish any 
measure of reiief, in eonsequence of the Presi- 
denv’s vetoes. Now, was there ever such hollow- 
hearted hypocrisy exhibited on the face of the 
earth? Sir, (said Mr. B.,) they don’: mean to pass 
a revenue bill. The decree has gone forth, that 
they must have distribution or no revenue—perish 
credit, perish commerce, perish the Constitution it- 
self, rather than yield up a principle so dear to 
Whigery. They will collect taxes from the peo- 
ple with the one hand, to scatter with wasteful 
prodigality with the other. Though the Gov- 
ernment is to be suspended in its operations, they 
will not consent to provide the ways and means to 
carry iton, because they have been defeated in 
their favorite scheme of distribution. He repeat- 
ed, was there ever such hollow-hearted hypocrisy 
manifested in the legislation of any country? Sir, 
(said Mr. B.) the Democracy are always ready to 
unite with you in passing a revenue law. They 
will agree to give you such a revenue as will be 
sufficient to supply all the wants of the Govern- 
ment economically administered, and, at the same 
time, sufficient incidental protection to Amer- 
ican industry. He said this, because he had 
heard as much from a majority of the members of 
the Democratic party, and, from repeated conver- 
sations with them, knew such to be their determin- 
ation; and he now tendered the assistance of the 
Demceretie party to carry out snch a revenue 
measure as the President will approve. What 
did gentlemen say to this proposition? They knew 
that the Democratic party, and the President also, 
would unite with them in passing a revenue meas- 
ure, unconnected with the odious and abom- 
inable principle of collecting money from: tke 
people to be squandered among the States. And 
would they adjourn without it? Would they go 
before the people, and tell them that they deter- 
mined to have no revenue, unless coupled with dis- 
tribution? He challenged thera to go before the 
people with such anissue. Let them dare totakesuch 
a responsibility upon themselves, and they would 
find what the gentleman from Kentucky told them 
had happened in his State—a majority of ihe people 
sustaining the veio. They would find not a lean 
majority, but two-thirds of the people with tke 
President; as the Kentucky Governor of Arkansas 
found two-thirds of the people with him, sustain- 
ing a decision calculated to protect their dearest 
interests. He was rejciced to hear the gentleman 
from Kentucky [Mr. Pore] come out ashe did. 
His language was worthy of a brave and patriotic 
Kenteckian. The gentleman said he weuld go for 
any measure necessary to support the Government, 
and caleulated ta promote the interests of the peo- 
ple, without regard to caucus dictation. Let the 
majoriiy follow the patriotic lead of the gentleman 
from Kentucky. Let them abandon their wild and 
improvident schemes of squandering away the rev- 
enues the Government has so much need of; let 
the public lands remain where they have here- 
tofore been, to provide for the public debt and 
the expenses of the Government; and, instead 
of idle and senseless declamation about Execu- 
tive vetoes, let them go to work and pass a 
revenue bill. They cculd pass one to-morrow— 
one that would give suficient suppoit to the 
Government, and protect the laboring classes 
atthe same time. Away with all this humbug- 
gery of bankruptcy, civil war, and appeals to the 


god of battles. Go to work, and you can pass a bill 
to-morrow, that will relieve the country; and you 
can do it with Demecratic votes. Now, here was. 
a sovereign remedy for all the illsof which gentlemen 
complained. Let them come up to the work, and we 
{the Democracy] will meet them there; and let.us 
hear no more complaints about Executive usurpa- 
tions, bankruptey, and prostration of the credit of 
the country. 

Mr. FILLMORE rejoined. The newborn zeal 
of his colleague—who seemed to have become a 
recent convert to the Administration of John Tyler 
—must strike some gentlemen with surprise. Mr. 
F., however, was not surprised. The gentleman 
referred to the President's promises about approv- 
ing a revenue bill, and had declared that the Demo- 
crats were ready to vote for it. Mr. F. hoped. they 
were; and, if so, there was a bill-now on the table 
which he hoped they would come up in a body and 
lend their aid in passing into a law. [Cries of 
“What is it?”] He referred to the bill which bed 
been returned to them by the President. [Here 
Mr. F.’s voice and all other sounds were Jost in 
loud roars of laughter, which for a time continned 
to shake the hall.} This afforded an opportunity 
of soon putting the sincerity of his colleague and 
his Democratic associates to the test. The gentle- 
man complained that the majority had rather lose 
the revenue bill altogether, than relinquish the peity 
matter of the land fund—a mere trifle, not worth 
quarrelling about. He was happy to hear thar 
gentlemen considered it so trifling a matter; he pre- 
sumed, then, that they would themselves not insist 
upon its relinquishment, but would come up man- 
fully, and relieve the country at once, by voting for 
the bill, And even Mr. Tyler said he would sign 
it, if two-thirds of both Houses would but agree to 

ass it. 

P The new zeal of his colleague for the relief of 
the treasury was truly surprising. A bill kad last 
summer been introduced for that very end—a bill 
against which no constitutional objection was pre- 
tended, and which was entirely within the provi- 
sions of the compromise act: had his colleague vo~ 
ted fer it? No, he voted against it. Then there 
was another bill, intended to save the little revenue 
left by the descending scale of duties: did his col- 
league vote for that? No, he voted, with all his 
political associates, against it. An amendment had 
been offered by the gentleman from Mississippi, 
[Mr. Gwin,] the effect of which would have been 
to posipone the distribution of the land fund and 
keep the money in the treasury: for this, according 
to his colleague, every Democrat in the House had 
voted, ‘Ihe bill went to the Senate thus amended, 
and came back with the very same amendment, in 
subsiance. 

[Mir Gwin reminded Mr. F. that the Senate had 
voted down his amendment, and substituted ano- 
ther. 

TL, but that other did the same thing; it post- 
poned the distribution; it kept the money in the 
treasury, And what did all the Democrats in the 
House do then? Voted against it, to a man, by yeas 
and nays. How great their zeal to fill a bankrupt 
treasury! Then there was another bill introduced 
for this very end of filling the treasury, and which 
did postpone the land distribution; and it was veto- 
ed by the President. Did one Democrat—a single 
one of them-—vote fori? Not one; they all voted 
against it. Yet this bill would have prevented dis- 
tribution, and filled the treasury. f 

What consistent patriots, and how sudden their 
zeal for the treasury! What bad created i?— 
what had intervened? A vero. Yes, a veto; and 
the consequences very clearly showed that there 
had been a previous understanding between the 


| parties. 


Mr. Lk‘ bere referred to the position taken by. Mr. 
Bowne--that the only obstacle to the passage of a 
revenue bill was, that the Whig majority would 
connect with it the distribution of the public lands. 
But in this, be said, a very great mistake prevailed. 


Ji In the jand distribution bill, the two things were 


connected by. the proviso which suspended the 
distribution: whenever duties should be imposed 
over 20 per cent. The object and the operation of 
the bill how vetoed were to separate the one subject 
from the other. Had it become a law, they would 
‘have been severed compietcly: so that Congress 
might have raised or lowered the duties without 
affecting the land fund, or might have relinquished 
the land fund ‘without touching the duties. Mr. F. 
here gave an account of the reason of inserting 
the proviso in the land distribution bill, and its 
effect in connecting the two subjects of distribu- 
tion and revenue. The first tariff bill had been 
veted, precisely because it contained that con- 
nexion; and yet this bill also was vetoed, which 
went to destroy it. The President bad said that, 
but for the proviso, the distribution bill could never 
have become a law—giving virtually the same rea- 
son for approving a bill which he now gave for 
vetoing. Mr. F. could not understand such ob- 
jections: he could not comprehend the course of 
men who would refuse to give the Government a 
revenue on grounds like these. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT here puta query to Mr. F., 
which led to further explanations and recapitula- 
tions, relating to the proviso ia the distribution bill; 
the President’s signature of that bill; and his ve- 
toing of the present bill, on grounds he bad former- 
ly approved. 

Mr. FILLMORE then proceeded to say that 
there were just reasons to apprehend that the wants 
of the treasury would not be supplied during the 
present session of Congress; yet now his patriotic 
colleague—who admitted that the land distribution 
was the merest trifle, a thing never worth quarrel- 
ling about, and who could pass the bill in spite of 
all vetoes—~sooner than yield that trifle, stood pre- 
pared with his political friends to strike down the 
interests of the country, and leave it prostrate, 
without a revenue to maintain the Government or 
meet the public demands! Gentlemen demanded 
concession from the Whigs: he thought some con- 
cessions were due from the other side. They said 
that, if this land claim were stricken out ofthe bill, 
they were ready to vote for it; but they knew that 
it was impossible that could be done in this bill 
now. And why did they insist that a majority 
should come down to the sentiments of a minority? 
{A laugh, and cries of “No, no; no bargain !”] 

Mr. F. said he had read over the veto again and 
again, purposely to see whether the President any- 
where said that, if the land clause were out of the bill, 
he would approve and sign it; but it contained no 
such assurance. And even if it had, when he rec- 
ollected what had passed at the extra session, 
what conceivable ground was there for confidence 
to reston? Mr. F. had no hope the bill would be 
signed in any shape tbey could put it. There was 
nothing, absolutely nothing, to create a hope. Mr. 
F., to be sure, did not know what might be done 
before this session ‘should close; he trusted there 
were encugh here ready and desirous to do what 
might save the country; but if circumstances were 
such that this could not be effected, it remained 
only that both parties should go before that com- 
mon arbiter--the people themselves. He conclu- 
ded by moving that the committee rise. 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN appealed to Mr. F. to 
withdraw the motion for a few minutes. 

Mt. F. declined to do so. 

The motion prevailed by ayes 93, noes 40. 

So the committee rose, and reported certain bills, 
laid aside. to be reported yesterday, (but which 
were not then reported, the committee having 
risen for want cf a quorum,) and also reperted 
progress on the bill just under discussion. 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN rose to a privileged ques- 
tion, He was informed by the Clerk of the House 

that he had been honored by the Speaker with an 
appointment as a member of the select committe-, 
raised on the motion of the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts, [Mr. Apams,] to take into consideration 
the message of the President of the United States 
returning to the House “the bill to provide revenue 
from imports, and to change and modify existing 
laws imposing duties on imports,” with his objec- 
tions thereto. Considering that the Constitution 
of the United States had, in express terms, pre- 
_foribed the mode in which either House of Çon- 
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gress should dispare of the objections made by the 
Executive toa bill returned by him to it; and con- 
sidering that the injunctions of the Constitution 
had already been complied with—namely, by 
spreading ‘those objections on the journal, and 
making them a matter of record; he believed that 
neither House of Congress had any power, by any 
rule or regulation of its own, to depart from the 
mode of procedure prescribed by that instrument; 
and he considered that the reference of the message 
was unconstitutional. 

The SPEAKER here called Mr. I. to order (as 
the reporter understood) for irrelevancy. 

Mr. IRWIN. I decline serving on the com- 
mittee, and consider it an act of justice to myself 
to give the reasons. [Loud cries of “order, order” 
—a perfect uproar!) I move to be excused from 
serving on that committee, and now proceed to 
state my reasons for the motion. 

Tbe SPEAKER again called Mr. I. to order; 
but what he said was unintelligible to the reporter, 
amid the noise and confusion that prevailed. 

Mr. IRWIN. Does the Speaker decide that'I 
cannot give the reazons for asking to be excused from 
serving on this committee? 

The SPEAKER was understocd to say that the 
gentleman might give such reasons as had refer- 
ence to the rules of the House, or bis personal mo- 
tives for desiring to be excused; bul the gentleman 
was proceeding to argue the question, and to im- 
pugn the action of the House, and was, therefore, 
out of erder. 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN appealed from the decision 
of the Chair. 

Mr. WISE rose amid loud cries of “order.” Mr. 
W. said he wished to debate the appeal. 

Mr. BARNARD called the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia to order. 

The SPEAKER desired him to state his point of 
order. 

Mr. BARNARD said that there was a motion 
pending to adjourn, made by the gentleman from 
Maryland, [Mr. Kennepy.] 

The SPEAKER said that when the gentleman 
from Maryland rose to move the adjournment, he 
had given the floor to the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr. W. W. Irwin,] because he rose to 
a privileged motion. 

Mr. WISE proceeded. He understood the de- 
cision of the Speaker to be this: The gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. Irwin] moved the House 
to excuse him from serving on the select committee 
named by him, because he believed that that com- 
mittee had no constitutional existence; and he was 
going on to state his belief that the decision of the 
House in establishing such a committee was un- 
constitutional, when the Speaker decided that he 
could not impugn the action of the House in the 
line of his own constitutional duties—in other 
words, that the House could force him to do an 
unconstitutional act. 

The SPEAKER interrupted Mr. W., and said 
he had not put the case correctly; and further said 
that the appeal was not debatable. 

Mr. WISE. I ask the Speaker if he did not de- 
cide that the gentleman might assign his reasons, 
if they were proper reasons? 

The SPEAKER said that be did decide so; but 
the gentleman was going on to argue the question, 
and to give reasons that were irrelevant. 


Mr. WISE. Does the Speaker decide that it 
was upon the ground of irrelevancy that he pre- 
vented the gentleman from preceeding? Was the 
reason of the unconstitulionality of the committee 
irrelevant? 

The SPEAKER again called Mr. W. to order, 
saying that the appeal was not debatable, and 
made some other remarks not heard. And amid 
deafening cries of “order,” “order,” and the rap- 
ping of the Speaker's mallet on the table, 

Mr. WISE made a brief reply, of which a few 
words only were caught—such as “tyrannical de- 
cision;? “I despise such——” “Sir, it is contempt 
ible.” 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN. Mr. Speaker, am I at 
liberty to decline serving on the committee? 

The SPEAKER replied in the negative. It was 
for the House to say whether the gentleman should 
be excused from serving or not. 


Mr. W. W. IRWIN said that if he was atlih 
erty to deviine serving on the committee, he wonl 
do so without asking leave of the House; but, in 
asmuch as the leave of the House was necessary,” 
he would ask for the yeas and nays, 


In answer toa request that the Speaker would § 


restate exactly what his decision was— 

The SPEAKER said that the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. Irwin] had asked to be ex- 
cused from serving on the select committee to 
whom had been referred the President’s veto mes-" 
sage; and that the gentleman was proceeding to © 
give his reasons for the motion. And he was pro: 
ceeding to discuss the constitutional action of the» 
House, and to contravene the right of the House, : 
under the Constitution of the United States, to or. 
der the message to be referred to a select commit-: 
tee. And this the gentleman gave as the reason or 
foundation of his motion to be excused from serv- 
ing. The Chair had decided that the gentleman 
had a right to give his reasons within the contem- 
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plation of the rule of the House—as, for instance, 


that he was serving on two other committees, or 
that his health would not permit him to discharge. 


the duties of the appointment, or the like; but that, © 
in the judgment of the Chair, the gentleman had». 


not the right to assign any reason in contravention | 


of the action of the House, as that was based upon . 


the ground of a violation of the Constitution on the 
part of the House. The Chair had moreover ruled 


the gentleman out of order, cn the ground that his: 
reasons were irrelevant, having no personal appli- 


catien to the motion he had submitted. ` 


Mr. MARSHALL. Do I understand the Speaker 


to decide that the gentler an from Pennsylvania, 
in asking to be excused from serving on the com- 
mittee, cannot assign as his reason, that, in his 
conscience, the serving on the committee was no 
constitutiona)? j 


The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. [Cries 
of “Yes, yes; that was it,”] i 

Mr. BOTTS moved that the appeal be laid on” 
the table, ; 

Mr. STANLY said that a monstrous fuss was 
making about nothing at all. He moved that the 
House adjourn. But, at the request of several 
members that the appeal should be disposed of be- 
fore adjournment, he withdrew the moticn. 

The yeas and nays were asked, and ordered, on 
the motion that the appeal be laid on the table; and, 
being taken, were—yeas 78, nays 74. 

So the appeal was laid on the table. 

The question then recurring on the motion to 
excuse Mr. Irwin from service on the said com: 
mittee— 

Mr. WISE said that, before voting, he wished to 
hear the gentleman’s reasons. 

Mr. IRWIN said that he would endeavor, as far 
as was in his power, to confine himself to the rule 
that the Speaker had preseribed. He begged leave 
to disclaim any intention to impugn the motives of 
members of the House, It was not for him to im- 
pugn the action of the House; nor did he desire to 
do so. His reason for asking to be excused from 
serving on this select committee was—that, as the 
Constitution of the United States, in the Tih sec- 
tion of the Ist article, had prescribed, in terms, the 
mode in which either House should dispose of 
the objections returned by the President of the 
United States to any bill from which he might 
withhold his executive sanction; and as this 
House had, on yesterday, or the day before, ` 
(he did not recollect which,) when the Execa- 
tive message returning the objections of the 
President was presented, placed these objections on 
tbe journal, in accordance with the provisions of 
the Constitution to which he had referred, and 
these objections had become matter of record, the 
injunction of the Constitution had been fully car- 
tied out; and be considered and believed that any 
other action, in the shape of reference to a select 
or standing committee, was not sanctioned by that 
seventh section of the first article of the Constitu- 
tion; and that the House of Representatives could 
not add to, by way of rule, or otherwise, the mode . 
of proceeding prescribed by that instrament. This 
House cannot make a supplement to the Constitu- 
tion, The duty had been performed; and, consid- ; 
ering it to be a violation of the Constitution t9 


adopt any other mode of proceeding, he could aot 
-eonscientiously serve on this committee, which he 
believed to be unconstitutional. He therefore 
asked the House to excuse him from serving. 

The question was then taken, and, by an almost 
unanimous vote, Mr. I. was excused, 

And the House adjourned. 
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IN SENATE. 
Fripay, August 12, 1842. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, on leave, introduced a bill 
for the relief of Nathaniel Mitchell, which was 
read twice, and taken up, as in committee of the 
whole; and Messrs. WILLIAMS, WRIGHT, and 
WOODBURY explained that it was to correct an 
error in the bill recently passed for the relief of 
Mr. Mitchell. The bill was then reported to the 
Senate, read the third time, and passed. 

The following adverse reports cf the Standing 
committees were taken up, and concurred in by 
the Senate, viz: In the cases of Gustavus B. Hor- 
ner, Samuel Y. Keene, John Jordon, and Robert 
H: Sanders. í mae 

House bill, entitled An act for the relief of 
Samuel Dicy, was taken up, as in commitiee of the 
whole; and was opposed by Messrs. CALHOUN 
and KING, and defended by Mr. GRAHAM; 
when, on motion of the first-named Senator, it was 
laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the bill for the re- 
lief of the legal representatives of John H. Stone, 
deceased, was taken up as in committee of the 
whole. This bill was debated at great length. The 

“question involved, independent of the particular 
merits of the case, was, whether there was a vested 
right in a pension; or whether the children were 
| entitled, by right of inheritance, to a pension 
which the parent may have been entitled to under 

the law of Congress on which the application was 
‘founded. 

Messrs. SEVIER and KERR defended the 
merits of the claim, and the principles on which it 
_ was founded; and Messrs. PHELPS and WRIGHT 
opposed it, 

The debate having been concluded— 

Mr. WRIGHT moved that the bill be indefi- 
nitely postponed. 

Mr. BUCHANAN demanded the yeas and nays 
ón the question, as it was to settle a principle; 
which having been ordered, the question on indefi- 
nite postponement was put, and carried in the affir- 
mative~—yeas 20, nays 8, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Bagby, Bates, Bayard, Benton, 
Buchanan, Calhoun, Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Dayton, 
Huntington, King, McRoberts, Miller, Phelps, Porter, Tall- 
madge, Wright, and Young—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Fulton, Kerr, Sevier, Simmons, Smith of 
Indiana, Sturgeon, Walker, and White—8, 

. . The dill to provide for the satisfaction of ones 
; arising under the 14.h and 19.h articies of The 
treaty of the United States with the Ch-ectaw In- 
dians at Dancing Rabbit creek, having been re- 
turned from the House with amendments, was, en 
the motion of Mr. WALKER, taken up, and the 
amendments were concurred in. 

The bill authoriz ng the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to settle the claims of the Siate of Alabama 
against the United States, having been reiurned 
from the House with sundry amendments, was, on 
whe motion of Mr. KUNG, taken up, and the 
amendments were concurred in. 

Engroséed bill entitled An act for the augmenta- 
_ tion of the merine corps, and for other purposes, 
` (by the addition of 500 men and the proper quan- 
o lum of non-commissioned cflicers,) was read the 
_ third time, and passed. 

The bill entitled An act making compensation 
to pension agents, by allowing them 2 per cent. oa 
; disbursements, was taken up as in committee of 
. the whole. 

On motion of Mr. CALHOUN, the bill was so 
amended that the compensation of the agents 
; Should, in no case, exceed $1,000 annually. 

J. Mr. WOODBURY remarked that here'o‘ere 
; there were some eases in which no compensation 


was allowed to persion agents, particularly in 
| Cases where banks acted as such. They were 
Willing to perform the duties without compensaticn, 
| I consequence of deposites of money to pay ihe 
pensions having been made with them some 60 or 
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90 days before it was required io be paid over, 
and during which time they had the use of the 
money. Now, if this bill required that compensa- 
tion should be paid te pensien agents in a'l cases, 
he would be opposed to it, because many of the 
banks were anxious to disburse the money without 
compensation. * 

Mr. SEVIER said the bill was only intended to 
allow compensation in such cases as could not be 
avoided. From several of the States, numerous 
petitions had been presented in favor of aliowing 
compensation to agents who would not act without 
it. It was to meet those cases that the bill was 
intended. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate, and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The bill for the relief of Jobn W. Skidmore was 
taken up as in committee of the whole, consid- 
ered, reported to the Senate, read the third time, 
and passed; and ~ 

The bill supplementary to an act entitled “An 
act to provide for the adjustment of titles to land 
in the town of Detroit, in the Territory of Michi- 
gan, and for other purposes,” passed” April 24, 
1806, was taken up as in committee of the whole; 
and, having been amended in several particulars, 
on the motion of Mr. PORTER, was reported to 
the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. Then, 

On motion of Mr. BATES, 
The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, August 12, 1842. 


Several Senate bills were reported from different 
Standing committees, and referred to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. W. COST JOHNSON gave notice that he 
would, to-morrow, ask leave to introdace a bill 
to meet all the current and contingent liabilities of 
the Government, by raising reverte from imports, 
to benefit the growers of grain and tobacco, by 
countervailing and reciprocal duties on articles 
specified—to prevent abuses in the collection and 
disbursement of the revenue, Ly requiring the gross 
amount to be paid at once into the treasury, to be 
érawn out only by law—to prevent defaleations, by 
requiring purchasers cf public lands and imponers 
of dutiadle goeds to piace the amount to be paid the 
Government in Government depositories, or in the 
treasury at once, to the credit of the Government, 
and to receive a receipt of. payment from the re- 
ceivers, upon presentation of the certificate of such 
deposite—to benefit the States, and increase the 
capital of the nation, by authorizing the issue, upon 
the faith of the Government, of two hundred mil- 
lions of Government stock, of denominations of not 
less than one hundred, nor exceeding one thous- 
and dollar:; to be divided amorg the States, the 
Territories, and the District ef Columbia, vpon the 
basis of federal numbers—ard to suspend the oper- 
ation of the distribution of the proceeds of the sales 
of the public Tands until the redemption of the 
stock by the Government 

Mr. BARNARD wisned to report, from he Ju- 
diciary Commities, the bill from the Senate “io 
provide remedial jusiice in the cours of the Uni- 
ted States.” 

Mr. J. G. FLOYD objected. 

Toe bill was not reported. 

Mr. McKENNAN moved thai the House teke 
up the bill reported from the Committee of the 
Whole, entitled A bill making aparopriation for 
marine bespital sites on the Western waters; which 
motion prevailed, by general consent. 

Mr. Mek. then moved the previous gnestion on 
the engrossment of the bill; which was sustained. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia said that, inasmuch as 
this billinvolved a large expenditure of money, he 
would call for the yeas and nays. They were ta- 
ken, and resulted as foilows: 

YEAS—Messis. Adams, Landa’ W. Andrews, Sherlock J. 
Andrews, Baker, Barnard, Blair, Boyd, Brewster, Brockway, 
Charles Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, William O, Butler, 
Calhoun, Casey, John C. Clark, Clinton, James Cooper, Crans- 
ton, Cravens, Garrett Davis, Dean. Doan, John Edwards, Ever- 
ett, Giddings, Granger, Gwm, Halsted, Hopkins, Hudson, 
J. R. Ingersoll, W. W. Irwin, Jack, James, Wm. ©. Johnson, 
Keim, Jobn P. Kennedy, Lane, Jinn, McKennan, Marchand, T. 
F. Marshall, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Maxwell, Maynard, Mc- 
dill, Miller, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Newhard, Pearce, Pen- 
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dleton, Pope, Profit, Benjamin Randall, Randolph, Reade 
Reynolds, Ridgway, Rodney, Wm. Russell, Saltonstall, Sans 
ford, Slade, Truman Smith, Sollers, Stanly, Stratton, John Te’ 
Stuart, Richard W. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Tillinghast 
Toland, ‘Triplett, Wallace, Weller, Edward D. White, Joseph, 
. White, Thos. W. Williams, Christopher. H. Williams, 
Wise, Yorke, and A. Young—86. s ; 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Arnold, Arrington, Atherton, Birds- 
eye, Burke, Green W, Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, Caruth- 
ers, Cary, Chapman, Chittenden, Clifford, Coles, Colquitt, 
Cowen, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, Doig, Egbert, Fessenden, 
Fillmore, John @. Boyd, Gamble, Gerry, Wm. ©. Goode, 
Gordon, Hall, Harris, Hays, Henry, Houck, Houston, Hubard, 
Hunter, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Robert McClellan, 
McKay, McKeon, Mallory, Alfred Marshall, Moore, Osborne, 
Owsley, Parmenter, Rayner, Reding, Riggs, Rogers, Saunders, 
Wm. Smith, Suyder, Summers, Sumter, Sweney, Taliaferro, 
Turney, Van Buren, Warren, Washington, Watterson, James 
y Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Wood, and John Young— 


Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS said he had voted in 
the affirmative, for the purpose of enabling him to 
move a reconsideration of the vote. He moved 
to reconsider the vote by which the bill was order= 
ed to be engrossed, witha view to recommit the 
bill, with instructions to strike out “Napoleon,” 
Arkansas, as one of the sites, and insert “Mem- 
phis,” Tennessee. ; 

Mr. W. addressed the House for some time in 
favor of his motion, and was replied to by Mr. 
McKENNAN. 

The question was taken on the motion to recon- 
sider, by yeas and nays; and decided in the affir- 
mative—yeas 91, nays 90. 


Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS then submitted his mo- 
tion to strike out “Napoleon,” and insert “Mem- 
phis.” 

The previous question having been moved, it 
was sustained by the House; and the question was 
then partially taken by tellers, on the amendment 
of Mr. C. H. Wintiams, when 85 voted in the 
affirmative. 

The SPEAKER said there was evidently a ma- 
jority in favor of the motion, 


Mr. LINN BOYD called for the yeas and nays, 
The SPEAKER said it was too late, as the 
House was dividing. 


Some conversation ensued, which was termi- 
nated by the SPEAKER’S insisting upon gentle- 
men who were standing in the aisles taking their 
seats; and he then announced that the yeas and 
nays were ordered, 

The yeas and nays resulted as follows: yeas 79, 
nays 97, Sothe amendment was not concurred 
in. 

Mr PLUMER offered an amendment, to strike 
out “Cleveland,” and insert “Erie; which was 
decided to be out of order. 

Mr. McKAY called for the yeas and nays on 
the engrossment of the bill; and, being ordered, 
they resulted as follows: yeas 109, nays 79. 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Landaf W. Andrews, Sherlock J. 
Andrews, Ayerigg, Baker, Barnard, Barton, Beeson, Bidlack, 
Blair, Boardman, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Briggs, Brockway, 
Charles Brown, Jeremiah Browr, Burnell, William O, But- 
ler, Casey, Chittenden, John C. Clark, James Cooper, Cranston, 
Cross, Cushing, Garrett Davis, Dawson, Dean, Doan, John Ed- 
wards, Joho C. Edwards, Giddings, Patrick G. Goode, Gran- 
ger, Green, Gwin, Halsted, Hastings, Hopkins, Hudson, Charles 
J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, W. W. Irwin, 
James, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, King, Lane, McKennan, 
Marchand, ‘Thomas F. Marshall, Mathiot, Mathews, Mattocks, 
Maxwell, Maynard, Medill, Miller, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, 
Newhard, Pendleton, Plumer. Pope, Powell, Prefiit, Ramsey, 
Randolph, Read, Reynolds, Ridgway, Rodney, Wm, Russell, 
James M. Russell, Salstonstall, Sanford, Slade, Truman Smith, 
Sollers, Sprigg, Stanly, Stratton, Alexander H. H. Stuart, 
John T. Start, Richard W. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Til- 
li-ghast, Toland, Triplett, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, Ward, 
Weller, Edward D. White, Joseph L. White, Thomas W, Wil. 
liams, Wise. Yorke, Augustus Young, and John Young—109. 

NAYS—Messrs. Amold, Arrington, Babcock, Birdseye, 
Black, A. V. Brown, Burke, Wm. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, 
Patrick C, Caldwell, Wm. B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, 
Caruthers, Cary, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Colquitt, Mark A. 
Cooper, Cowen, Daniel, R. D.Davis, Doig, Egbert, Fessenden, 
Fillmore, John G. Floyd, T. F. Foster, Gamble, Gentry, Ger- 
ry, Gilmer, Goggin. William O. Goode, Gordon, Graham, Gus- 
tine, Habersham, Harris, Hays, Holmes, Houck, Houston, 
Hubard, John W. Jones, Lewis, Linn, Abraham McCtellan, 
Robert McClellan, McKay, Mallory, Alfred Marshall, Mitchell, 
Osborne, Owsley. Parmenter, Payne, Pearce, Benjamin Ran- 
dall, Rayner, Reding, Riggs, Saunders, Shaw, William Smith 
Snyder, Steenrod, Summers, Sumter, Sweney, Talia erro 
Trumbull, Turney, Van Buren, Warren, Watterson, James W. 
Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Joseph L. Wiliams, and 
Wood.—79. 

The bi'l was then read a third time, and passed. 

The next bill taken up was the Senate bill to 
provide for the satisfaction of claims arisirg under 
the 14th and 19th articles of the treaty ef Dancing 


Rabbit creek, 


ABa 


è 


Me- J. COOPER moved the previous question; 


“which was sustained by the House. 


<- Phe bill was ordered. to be engrossed, and was 


‘reada third time, and passed. 
~ Phe bill to provide payment 


for horses and other 


“property, lost in the military. service of the United 


~ States, 


was taken up. 
Mr. TURNEY moved the previous question; 


and, under its operation, the bill was ordered to be 


“engrossed. 


“Mr. TURNEY then moved the previous question 
on the passage of the bill, which was seconded by 
the House; and the main question having been 


‘ordered 


Mr. STANLY called for the yeas ard nays, 
which were ordered; and, on taking the main ques- 
tion, the result was—yeas 71, nays 100. 

So the bill was rejected. 

_. The House then took up the bill authorizing the. 
settlement of the claims of the State of Alabama 
ifor moneys advanced for the United States for the 
-pay and subsistence of militia called into the ser- 
vice of the United States during the Creek war, 
_with certain amendments; and the amendments 
having been concurred in— 

The bill was explained and advocated by Messrs. 
_LEWIS, SHIELDS, CHAPMAN, and COWEN, 
„and oppesed by Messrs. McKAY and STANLY. 

Mr. CHAPMAN having moved the previous 

question, which was seconded, and the main ques- 
tion having been ordered— 

Mr. STANLY moved that the bill be laid on the 

table. 
The House refused to lay the bill on the table— 
ayes 69, noes 91. 

The question then recurred on the passage of the 
bill, and resulted in the affirmative—aye- 81, noes 
67, as follows. 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, L. W. Andrews, Appleton, Arnold, 
Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Barton, Birdseye, Blair, 
Boardman, Jeremiah Brown, Burnel!, Calhoun, Thomas J. 
Campbell; Caruthers, Casey, Chittenden, John C. Clark, James 

Cooper, Cowen, Garrett Davis, Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, 
Thomas F, Foster, Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Graham, Granger, 
Habersham, Hudson, James, John P. Kennedy, King, Linn, 
‘McKennan, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Mitchell, Moore, 
“Morgan, Morrow, Owsley, Pendleton, Powell, Ramsay, Ben- 
jamin Randall, Alexander Randall, Randolph, Ridgway, Rod- 
ney, William Russell, James M. Russell, Saltonstall, Slade, 
‘ruman Smith, Stanly, Stratton, Alexander H. H. Stuart, 
John T. Stuart, Summers, John B, Thompson, Richard W. 
Thompson, Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, Trumbull, Under- 
wood, Van Rensselaer, Warren, Washington, Edward D, White, 
Joseph L. White, Thomas W. Williams, Christopher H. 
Williams, Aug. Young, and John Young—8l. 
: NAYS—Moesrs. Adams, Arrington, Atherton, Beeson, Bid- 
jack, Black, A. V. Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, Wm. Butler, 
Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, John Campbell, Cary, 
Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Mark A. Cooper, Cross, Daniel, 
Richard D. Davis, Dawson, John C. Edwards, John G. Floyd, 
Gordon, Gwin, Harris, Hastings, Hays, Hopkins, Houston, 
Hubard, Charles J. Ingersoll, William W., Irwin, John W, 
Jones, Keim, Lewis, Abraham McClellan, Robert McClellan, 
McKay, Alfred Marshall, Mathews, Newhard, Parmentet, 
Payne, Plumer, Pope, Proffit, Riggs, Rogers, Roosevelt, 
Sanford, Saunders, Shaw, Shields, Snyder, Sollers, Sumter, 
Jacob Thompson, Turney, Van Buren, Ward, Watterson, 
James W. Williams, Wise, and Wood—67. 


So the bill was passed. 

l REVENUE BILL. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL, ia accordance with the 
notice which he had previously given, asked leave 
to bring in his bill to provide revenue frem imports, 

Mr. FILLMORE obj-cted. He considered that 
action would be premature, whilst the revenue bill 
on the table remained undisposed of. 

Mr. BIDLACK wished to ask a question. He 
-wished to inquire whether it was not expressly un- 

‘derstood, when the vetoed bill was laid on the ta- 

ble, that it would not prevent the intreduction of 
another bill? Mr. B. therefore wanted to know 
why the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means considered this movement premature? Did 
the majority intend to prevent any legislation on 
the subject, by refusing to take up the other bill, 
and by contending that this proposition was pre- 
mature until the other was disposed of ? 

The CHAIR reminded Mr. B. that the question 
was not debatable. 

Mr. BIDLACK said be was aware of it, and 
must content himself with having reminded the 
House of the true state of the question. 

Mr. INGERSOLL then moved a suspension of 
the rules, for the purpose of taking up his bill. 

Mr. PROFFIT called for the reading of the 
pill, and it was read as follows: 
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A BILL to provide revenue from imports. 

_ Be it enucted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America inCongress assembled, 
That, from and after the passage of this act, the same duties 
upon iniports shall be leviec, collected, and paid, under thesame 
laws, rales, and regulations, which were levied, collected, and 
paid, between the Ist day of Jnnuary, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and thirty-eight, and the last day of December, one thcu- 
sand eight hundred and thirty-nine, under the provisions of the 
act approved 23 March, 1833, entitled “An act to modify the act 
“of the 14th of January, one thousand eight hundred and thirty- 
two, and all other acts impesing duties on im ports,” except that 
the said duties shall be paid in cash: And provided furtker, 
That in all cases where specific duties were imposed upon im- 
ports prior to the passage of the said act, it shall be the duty of 
the Secretary of the Treasury to ascertain the average rate of 
duty which was collected upon each of the said articles through- 
out the year 1839; and such average rate of duty shall hereafter 
be levied, collected, and paid, as a specific duty upon the im- 
portation of the said articles, in the same manner as if such re- 
spective specific duties were respectively imposed by this act. 
Sre.2. And be it further enacted, That, on the importa- 
tion of all the articles made subject toa duty of 20 per cent. ad 
valorem, under the provisions of theact entitled “An act re- 
lating to duties and drawbacks,” approved September 11th, 
1841, there shall hereafter be levied, collected, and paid, a duty 
of 30 per cent. ad valorem, except upon railroad iron, which 
_ shall be subject to the same rate of duty as bar or hoit iron, of 
similar manufacture, under the Ist section of this act; but noth- 
ing herein contained shall be so construed as to deprive any 
State or incorporated company, which shall have imported 
railroad iron prior to the 3d day of March next, of the benefits 
and advantages secured to them respectively by the proviso to 
the 5th section of the said act relating to the duties and draw- 
backs, 
Mr. FILLMORE moved a call of the House, but 
subsequently withdrew the motion. 

Mr. INGERSOLL called for the yeas and nays 
on suspending the rales, and they were ordered. 
The motion to suspend the rules was negatived— 


yeas 43, nays 118, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Atherton, Beeson, Bidlack, Bowne, Brew- 
ster, Charles Brown, Burke, Clinton, Cross, Cushing, Rich- 
ard D. Davis, Doig, John G. Floyd, Gerry, Gordon, Gustine, 
Marris, Houck, C. J. Ingersoll, William W. Irwin, Cave John. 
son, Keim. Andrew Kennedy, Robert McClellan, Marchand, 
Mitchell, Newhard, Parmenter, PJumer, Pope, Proffit, Reding, 
Reynolds, Riggs, Sanford, Snyder, Van Buren, Ward, Weller, 
James W. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Wise, and Wood 


—43 

NAYS—Mess's. Adams, Allen, Landaf W. Andrews, Ap- 
pieton, Arnold, Arrington, Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, 

arton, Birdseye, @Blair, Boardman, Botts, Aaron V. Brown, 
Jeremiah Brows, Wm. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, P. Cc. 
Caldwell, John Campbell, William B. Campbell, Thomas J. 
Campbell, Caruthers, Cary, Casey, Chapman, Chittenden, 
John C. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, Clifford, Coles, Colquitt, 
James Cooper, Mark A. Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Garrett 
Davis, Dawson, John Edwards, John€. Edwards, Egbert, 
Fessenden, Fillmore, Thomas F. Foster, Gentry, Gilmer, Gog- 
gin, Graham, Granger, Gwin, Habersham, Halsted, Hays, Hop- 
‘King, Houston, Howard, Ifubard, Hudson, Hunter, James, John 
P. Kennedy, Lewis, Linn, Abraham McClellan, McKay, Mc- 
Kennan, McKeon, Mallory, Alfred Marshall, Mathiot, Mathews, 
Mattocks, Maxwell, Moore, Morgan, Morrow, Owsley, Payne, 
Pearce, Pendleton, Powell, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, Ran- 
dolph, Ridgway, Rodney, Rogers, Wiliam Russell, Saltonstall, 
Saunders, shields, William Smith, Sollers, Stanly, Steenrod, 
Stratton, Alexander I. H, Stuart, John T. Stuart, Summers, 
Sumter, Sweney, John B. Thompson, Jacob ‘Thompson, 
Richard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Trip- 
lett, Trumball, Turney, Van Rensselaer, Warren, Washington, 
Edward D. White, Joseph L. White, Christopher H. Williams, 
and John Young—118. 

Mr. FILLMORE then stbmitted a resolution to 
terminate debate in Committee of the Whole on 
the bill making appropriations for certain fortifica- 
tions, after the same shall have been further consid- 
ered one hour. [Loud cries of On! ob! oh!] 

Mr. PROFFIT suggested that one minute should 
be substituted for one hour. 

Mr. FILLMORE said it would be recollected 
that the bill had been discussed cre day, and, as 
there were others to be acted upon, it was necessary 
to dispose of it at once, 

Mr. PROFFIT. Make it one minute, then. 

The previous. question having been moved, the 
question was put on seconding it. 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN moved to lay the resolution 
on the table. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON called for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. IRWIN withdrew the motion. 

Mr. GORDON renewed it; but the motion was 
negatived. 

. The previous question was then sustained by the 
House. The yeas and nays were ordered on the 
adoption of the resolution, and resulted thus—yeas 
81, nays 67. 

_ Mr FILLMORE moved that the Houce resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole; which was 
agreed to; (and Mr. Hopxins took the chair.) 

The committee resumed the consideration of the 
fortification bill. 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN rose, and said he was en- 


titled to the floor from yesterday; and he resumed 
the debate of last night,and proceeded to address 


I 


the committee in justification of the Presidents 
difference of opinion with the House, as a consti- 
tutional right. He then gave his viewson distribu- 
tion and a tariff, and appealed to the Whig ma- 
jority to strike five lines from the vetoed bill, (the 
distribution clause,) bring it into the House again, 
and it should have his vote. Much as it grieved 
him to lose distribution, small as was the amount, 
he would vote for the bill in that shape, rather 
than lose distribution and tariff both. [Cries of 
“Would the President sign it?’’) ; 

The gentlemen, he said, had the President’s mes- 
sage by which to judge, as well as himself. Bat let 
them try him; and they could pass the bill through 
both Houses in two days. [Laughter, and cries of 
“What! apply the gag.”] Yes, apply the gag; and, 
under such circumstances, they should have his 
vote to impose the gag. If they lost one bil), be 
entrea‘ed them not to abandon the country, but try 
another; and try, and wy again, until they suc- 
ceeded in obtaining one. He was grieved to hear 
such language as he yesterday heard from the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
by which he was salisfied that no further attempt 
was to be made. He hoped that gentleman [Mr. 
FILLMORE] would not tear the laurels from his 
brow which he bad already gained, by pursuing 
such a course; for such would be the result, for the 
fault would be his. 

Mr. WISE next addressed the committee n re- 
ply to Mr. Fitumors. In the course of his re- 
marks, he said that it was distinctly announced by 
the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. Unverwocp] 
at the extra session, that the manufacturing inter- 
est was not to have protection alone, without a 
distribution of the proceeds of the public lands. 
He did not then apprehend that this warning, or 
threat, of his friend from Kentucky had so extensive 
a meaning ashe had since found it. It now seemed 
that not only the pecuniary interests of the manu- 
faciurers, real or imaginary, were to be sacrificed, 
while this sine qua non of one man was persisted in; 

but the solid stone foundations of the Government 
were to be shattered. Not only manufactures, but 
the navy, was to be sacrificed; and the fortifications 
left to decay, rather than give up the principle 
of distribution. If there was one term more than 
ano‘her that had a powerful effect in the last Pres- 
idential contest, it was the term “destructives,”’ as 
applied by one party to the other. The Locofocos 
were denounced throughout the campaign as des 
structives; and he thought they were so, in some of 
their doctrines; but he must say, before God, that 
their destructiveness was nothing in comparison to 
whathe had heard avowed on that floor, Had it 
come to this, that the people of the United States 
were to wait, and starve (as had been said by the 
gentleman from New York) until another Con- 
gitss was elected? 


The gentleman from Maine had given notice 
that the naval supplies were to be voted down, 


into effect; that the fortifications were to be left to 
dilapidation and decay; that the manufactories 
were to be left with silent and still spindles; that 
the Government was to be left dishonored and dis- 
gracec—and all for the sake of one man’s hobby, 
and that a mere political hobby. This was what 
he called destractiveness, with a vengeance; and 
worse than any destructiveness ever attributed to: 
the Lecofocos, The gentleman from New York 
said that he wanted to separate distribulion from 
the tariff; and why did he not do it in 1241? 
Was it the President who desired to repeal their 
work? or wasit their desire to repeal the act of 
1841? You yourselves (said Mr. W.) desire to 
repeal your own act, in order that taxation— 
burdensome taxaticon—may go on, while you 
squander the proceeds of the public lands; and 


yet you say that you wanted to separate taxation 
from distribution. The people could not believe 
this contradiclion. he President has merely said, 
Abide by your own measure. He merely said 
that, so far ashe was called on to act, he, in his 
department, will abide by the act he has approved 
of. That act was the offspring of your own brain; 
you fixed the limitation by which distribution was 
tə cease, when the tariff rose above 20 per cent; 
and he, having sanctioned it, now says that he wil] 


unless the distribution principle should be carried . 
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. abide by it. Mr. W., afier some farther remarks, 

‘gid that there never was amore favorab:e mo- 
“rent, (so far as the South was concerned,) than the 

. present, for giving ample protection to manufac- 
tures. No one believed that a less revenue than 
from twenty to twenty-seven millions would be re- 
quired; ant duties must be laid 10 provide that 
amount, which could hardly be done without giv- 
ing abundant protection to manufactures, Give 
him a tariff bill to-day, and he could adjust the du- 
ties so as to be satisfactory both to the North and 
the South. He would not debate the question of 
protection: it was not necessary that he should do 
so, for every anti-tariff man admitted that revenue 
enowgh must be raised to give all the protection 
that the manufacturers want. What, then, were 
they disputing aboui? He would answer that ques 
tion. It wasa mere political game that certain 

_ gentlemen were ploying, for the purpose of making 
a President. It was rot a business question—it 
was not one that looked to the interests of 
the people; but it was a question which looked 

‘to the interests of one man in reference to the 
Presidency. The friends of that man had dis- 

- covered that, if they could leave this tariff question 
open at the end of the session, and throw the 
responsibility on the Administration, it would 
torn out for their benefit. They knew that, in 
three large Siatesof the Unioa—-New York, Penn- 
sylvania, and Ohio—the tariff interest was in- 
creasing; and they imagined that, if they could only 
convince these States that Henry Clay was the 
friend of a protective tariff, and that a protective 
tariff had been defeated by John Tyler, it would 
make for the fermer many friends, who other- 
wise never would go for him. Gentlemen, how- 
ever, would find themselves mistaken, when they 
went home to their constituents. Tke people 
would say to them, We care nothing about distri- 
bution—all we want is such a tariff as will give us 
protection, while it provides for the support of the 
Government; and if you could not get it without 
giving up your favorite scheme of distribution, it 
was your duty to give it up. 

After some further remarks from Mr. W., 

.. The question was taken cn Mr. Granam’s mo- 
tion that the committee report the bill to the Louse, 
with a recommendation that it be rejected; and 
carried in the affirmative—ayes 68, noes 54. 

On motion by Mr. GRAHAM, the committee 
then rose, and reported the bill accordingly. 

Mr. FILLMORE—alter reading a statement 
from the Engineer Department, showing the amount 
of the unexpended balance of former appropria- 
tions on hand—said that the best course would be to 
order the bill to be engrossed and laid on the table, 
till they saw whether they could provide the ways 
and means to meet the appropriations contained 
in it; and on the question of engrossment, he 
moved the previous question. P 

Mr. BLACK moved to lay the bill on the table; 
which motion was rejected. 

The previous question was then seconded, and 
the main question ordered; and, being taken, re- 
sulted in yeas 95, nays 65. So the bill was order- 
ed to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The till having been read a third time— 

-Mr. FILLMORE moved to lay it on the table; 
which motion was adcpted—yeas 102, nays 54, 


YVEAS—Messrs. Landaf W. Andrews, Sherleck J. Andrews, 
Appleton, Arnold, Aycrigg, Baker, Black, Blair, Boardman, 
Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Wm. Butler, Green 
W? Caldwell, Calhoun, E. J, Campbell, Casey, J, C. Clark, 
Coles James Cooper, Cowen, Cravens, Daniel, Garrett Da- 
vis, Dean, Everett, Fillmore, A. Lawrence Foster, Thomas 
T. Foster, Gamble, Gentry, Gerry, Giddings, Goggi Patrick 
G. Goode, Graham, Green. Mabersham, Malsted, Hays, Houck, 
Howard, Hubard, Cave Jobnscn, Keim, Jobn P Kennedy, 
King, Lane, Lewis, Linn, Abraham McClellan, McKay, Mar- 
chand, Samson Mason, Mathia, Ma/thews, Mattocks, Maxweil, 
Mitchell, Moare, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Newhard, Owsley, 
Payne, Pearce, Pendleton, Plumer, Pope, Powell, Ramsey, 
Alexander Randall, Read, Reding, Reynolds, Rogers, James 
M. Russell, Saunders, Wm. Smith, Snyder, rollers, Stanly, 
Strarton, Alexander HE I. Stuart, John T. Stuart, Summers, 
Sumter, Sweney, Taliaferro, John B. Thompsen, R chard 
W. Thompson, Triplett, Turney, Un ‘erwood, Warren, Wat 
teraon, Edward D. White, Joseph L. White, James W. Wi- 
liams, Christopher I. Williams—102. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Atringion, Atherton, Barnard, 
Birdseye. Borden, Brewster, Charles Brown, Burke, Burovii 
Wm. O. Batler, Clifford, Clinton, Cransion, Cross, Cushing, 
Richard JD. Davis, Dawson, Doig, Egbers, John G., Fioyd, 
Goreon, Granger, Harris, Hopkins, William W. Irvin, Jobn 
W, Jones, Robert McClellan, Mabory, Alfred Marshall, Mediti, 
Miller, Osborne, Parmenter, Profit, Ridgway, Riggs, Roose- 


velt, Wm. Kissel, Sanford, Shaw, Slade, Steenrod, Tilling- 
hast, Toland, Tomjineon, Trumbull. Van Buren, Washington, 
Weller, Thos. W. Williams, Wise, Wood, and Augustus Young 


_ Mr. ARNOLD moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole, for the pur- 
pose of taking up the pay and mileage biil. 

Mr. PROFFIT moved that the House adjourn: 
rejec'ed—ayes 60, noes 63. 

Mr. FILLMCRE moved a reconsideration of 
the vote just taken on his motioa by which the 
fortification bill was laid on the table; and desired 
the motion to be eniered. This motion (he ob- 
served) was to bring the bill within the control of 
the House. 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 


SaruaDay, August 13, 1842. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a petition from citi- 
zens of Vermont, praying that Congress will levy 
a specific duty on all descriptions of foreign wool, 
and higher than is provided for in the bill lately 
passed by the House: referred to the Commiitee on 
Manufactures. 

Mr. BATES, from the Committee on Pensions, 
made adverse reports on House bills granting a 
pension to Daniel Storey, for the relief of James 
Deatley, for the relief of Mary Ripley, and on the 
petition of John B. Laiteville for an increase of 
pension; which were ordered to be printed. 

Mr, B. also, from the seid committee, reported 
back, without amendment, and with a recommen- 
dation that it do pa:s, House bill entitled “An act 
for the increase cf the invalid pension of John 
Looney.” 

Mr. CALHOUN presented two petitions from 
citizens of Leon county, Florida, praying that that 
Territory may be admitted as a State inte the 
Union; and for a donation cf land for State pur- 
poses: referred to the Judiciary Commitice. 

Engrossed bill supplementary to “An act lo pro- 
vide for the adjustment of titles to land in the town 
of Detroit and Territory of Michigan, and for other 
purposes,” passed April 21, 1806, was read the third 
time, and passed. 

Engrossed bill entitled An act making compen- 
sation to peasion agents, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

Engrossed bill entitled An act to establish a po- 
lice for the protection of public and private prop- 
erty in the city of Washington, came up in order 
for a third reading; and, having been read the third 
time, and the question being, ‘‘Sball the bill pass?” 

Mr. CALBOUN rose, and was understood to say 
that this was the first atiempt at combining the 
public proceedings with the proceedings of the mu- 
nicipal authorities cf Washington. He believed 
such a union would, in the end, result injuriously. 
He had as kind feelings towards the city of Wash- 
ington as any Sena‘or could have; but he could 
not give his sanction to the bill. It was because 
he enteriained these kind feelings, (even ifhe had no 
other reasons,) that he did not wish to see sacha 
union. He believed it would, in the end, make 
the corporation utterly worthless. He therefore 
demanded the yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

The question was ther pät; and the bill was 
passed by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messts. Archer, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Conrad, 
Crafts, Crittenden. Dayton. Evans, Graham, Henderson, Kerr, 
Miller, Morehead, Pheips, Preston, Simmons, xmith of Indiana, 
Tallmadge, White, and Woodbridge—21. 

NAYS —Messts. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Clayton, Cuthbert, 
King, Linn, McRoberts, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, 
‘Tappan, Wilcox, Willams, Woodbury, and Wright—15, 

On motion of Mr. BAYARD, the title of the biii 
was amended to lead Ag act to establish an aux- 
ihavy watch, for the purpose of protecting the pub- 
Hie and private properly in the city of Washing- 
ton. ne > 
Mr, SEVIER presented a peitica from four 
persons emy luyedabout the Executive Derariments, 
praying iba: ihe previsien ia ihe comirgent apprec- 
priation bil, reducing thew sa'ary from $500 io 
$300, may be srickes ont, as they could not live 
ch the small amount io which it kad been reduced: 

dered to lie on the table. 

Mr. PRESTON, from the Committee on Rili- 
tary Affairs, to which had been referred the bill 
providing for the payment of the Florida militia 


called into service in the years 1839 and 1840, te= 
ported the same back with an améndment; whicly 
was ordered to be printed. — i - a 

The bill for the extension of the provisions “of 
the pension laws was taken up asin commitiee o£ 
the whole, and read as follows: 


_ A BILL to amend the acts of July, eighteen hundred and thirty- 


six, and eighteen hundred and thirty-eight, allowing pension’ 

to certain widows. oa 

Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Representa« 
tives of the United States of America in Congress asstim- 
bled, That the marriage of the widow, after thè death-of her 
husband, for whose services she claims a pension under the act 
ef the seventh of July, eighteen hundred and thirty-eight; shall be 
no barto the claim of such widow to the benefit of that acts 
she being a widow at the time she makes application for a 

ension. ` 

E Sec. 2, And be it further enacted, That the widows of such. 
officers and soldiers as have died since the passage of the actat 
of the fourth of July, eighteen hundred and thirty-six, and of 
the seventh of July, eighteen hundred and thirty-eight, and the 
widows of such asshall hereafter die, shall be entitled to pen 
sions under those acts, respectively; they being otherwise en- 
titled thereto, and widows at the time application for a pension 
is made. 

A discussion was had on the provisions of this 
bill. Mr. BATES explained and defended it; and 
Messrs. PHELPS and GRAHAM took exception 
to the second section particularly, which, they be- 
lieved, wou'd greatly extend the present pension 
system. ; 

Messrs. WRIGHT and CALHOUN. opposed 
the bill generally, arguirg that it would extend the 
pension system beyond anything yet known; that it 
went farther even than the Government was willing 
to go when the other pension bills passed, and 
when the treasury was overflowing with money; 
that it would cause to be placed on the pension roll 
all widows of revolutionary soldiers, without re~ 
gard to the time of marriage, or to the fact of sec- 
ond marriage; and entitled such as had received 
five years’ pension under the law of 1838, to pen« 
sions, commencing from the period fixed in that 
act, regardless of the amount which they had al- 
ready received; that it would take an immense 
amount of money out of the public treasury, which 
the condition of the fiscal affairs of the Govern- 
ment would rot justify, ‘They maintained that it. 
was time to put a stop to the pension system, rather 
than to extend it, 

Mr. PHELPS moved to amend the second sece 
tion, by adding the following, so as to prevent the 
reception of double pensions in any case, viz: 


Provided, That any amount of pension which may have 
been allowed to the husbands for any period subsequent to the 
4th of March, 1836, shall be deducted from the pension allowed 
hereby. : : 

Mr. BATES contended that the second section 
would not have the effect to allow a double pen- 
sion. 

Messrs. WRIGHT and PHELPS maintained 
that it would bave that effect. 

The question was then taken on the proviso, and 
it was agreed to. . 

Mr. GRAHAM moved to strike out the second 
section, as amended; and 

Mr. WRIGHT demanded the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. 

After a few further remarks by Messrs. WRIGHT 
and CALHOUN, against the bill— 

Mr. BUCHANAN said it would not be denied 
but that he carried cut, in practice, his principles 
of retrenchment and reform as uniformly as any 
other member cf the Senate. He had always been, 
disposed, notwithstanding, to make an exception im 
favor of the widows cf revolutionary officers and 
seldiers. He wished the Senate distinctly to une 
derstand that this bill did not propose to extend the 
benefits cf ihe act of July, 1838, to those widows 
who Lad alresdy received pensions for five years, 
under its provisions. The Committee on Pensions 
had reported egainst any such extension, and we 
were compelled to submit, For his own part, what- 
ever might have been said originally against the 
propnety «f that law, upon the ground that these 
widows were not married till after the core of the 
revolutionary war, he weuld now cheerfully vote 
to extend its provisions. The objects of your 
bounty were older and more helpless now, than they 
had teen when you first granted it, and, after bav- 
ing enjoyed it for five years, would now ‘ecl the 
went Gfit more sensibly than if they never had 
enjoyed itatail, But that was, at present, ovt of 
the question. 


- What, then, were the provisions of the present 
pil? Ithad.been decided at the department that 
a widow, in all other respects entitled to the bene- 
fits of the act-of 1838, should be deprived of her 
pension if she had married again after the death 
of the revolutionary officer or soldier to whom she 
was previously married. The question then was, 
whether, by any. just construction of this act, a 
second marriage ought to have deprived her of its 
benefits? The late Senator from Vermont, (Mr. 
Prentiss;|~who was now adorning a judicial sta- 
tion, and would adorn any public station in which 
he might be placed—-had made a long and able re- 
`- port, contesting the construction of the department; 
and had proved conclusively thathe was right, and 
they were wrong. The Senate had already adopted 
the principles of this report in two special cases; 
and had decided that, under such circumstances, a 
second marriage ought not to‘deprive.the widow of 
her pension. The first section of this bill merely 
made this construction applicable to all cases under 
Similar circumstances. . 

What-was its second section? The act of the 4:h 
of July, 1836, gave pensions for life to sach widows 
of revolutionary officer and soldiers as were their 

` wives during the revolutionary war. It was deem- 
‘ed just by Congress to grant such pensions to those 
who had remained at home, taking care of the fam- 
ily, and providing for its subsistence whilst their 
husbands were in actual service defending the 
country. In their sphere, they had suffered as many 
privations and hardships as their husbands. What- 
ever might be said in regard to the widows pen- 
sioned under the act of 1838, the pensions to these 
truly revolutionary widows had met the entire ap- 
probation of the country. He presumed no Sena- 
tor could possibly feel any hostility to these pen- 
sions. But, under the construction (and he believed 
the correct construction) of the act of July, 1836, if 

` the revolutionary officer or soldier had been fortu- 
nate enough to survive the date of its passage, and 
had lived till after the 4th of July in that year, his 
‘widow was deprived of her pension. Was there 
any good, reason for this distinction? A lady who 
had lived with her husband from the year 1783 
until his death, if he died before the 4th of July, 
1836, was entitied to a pension; but, if he died afier 
that day, she was excluded. This distinction was 
founded neither in justice nor reason The second 
section of the bill abolished it, and gave to the reyo- 
lutionary widow the same pension—no matter 
whether her husband had survived the 4th of July, 
1836, or not. It was objected that. this extensicn 
would bea serious burden tothe treasury. Bui, 
was this possible? Such widows must have been 
married during the revolutionary war. Take the 
year 1783, as the latest period. when they could 
have been married; and supposing them to have 
been then twenty-one years of age, the youngest 
of them must now have attained the age of eighty. 
There could now be but few survivors, and these 
were all: tottering on the brink of the grave. The 
expenditure, then, could not be great to grant them 
the same pensions as though their husbands had 
died before the 4th of July, 1836. But, even if 
this were not the case, the distinction was arbitrary, 
unjust, and cruel, and ought to be abolished. The 
second section of the present bill would accomplish 
this purpose. It would also accomplish another, 
It would bestow the benefits of the act of July, 
1838, on those widows whose husbands had 
died after the date of its passage; in the same 
manner that it bad already been bestowed on 
widows whose husbands had died before the pas- 
sage of the act. The pensions under this act were 
but for five years, This distinction was clearly 
Unjust, and could not be sustained. It was estab- 
lished not upon the justice of the case—not upon 
ihe merits and claims of the widow of the revolu- 
tionary officer or soldier—but upon the mere arbi- 
trary fact of whether their husbands had died be. 
fore or after a pariicular day. The sccord section 
of the bill would correct this absurdity, 

He should vote for the passage of this bill with 
very great pleasure. Whilst he had sternly op- 
posed the addition of ninety thousand dollars per 
annum to ihe pay of the pursers in.the navy, and 
a'l unnecessary addition to the -number of the 
officers of the marine corps, he could not find itin 
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of the revolutionary age, now on the brink of life, 
and most of them in indigent circumstances. He 
‘would smooth their path to the grave, by ail the 
means within his power. ko 
The question was then taken on striking out the 
second secticn, and resulted in the effirmative— 
yeas 22, nays 15, as follows: f 
YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Berrien, Calhoun, 
Clayton, Crafts, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Dayton, Fulton, Gra- 
ham, Henderson, Kerr, King, McRoberts, Mangum, Sturgeon, 
Tappan, Williams, Wright, and Young—22. . , 
NAYS—Messrs. Bates, Buchanan, Evans, Huntington, Mil- 
Jer, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, 
Tallmadge, White, Wilcox, Woodbridge, and Woodbury—I5. 
The bill was then reportéd to the Senate, and the 
amendment adopted by the committee was con- 
curred in; and the question being, Shall the amend- 
-ment be engrossed, and the bill read a third time? 
Mr, CALHOUN, believing the bill would greatly 
extend the pension system, demanded the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered; and the question being 
put, it was carried in the affirmative—yeas 24, 
nays 14, as follows: . 


YEAS—Messrs. Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Buchanan, Clayton, 
Conrad, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Graham, Huntington, Kerr, 
Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, 
Talimadge, White, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbridge, and Wood. 
bury—24. 

NAYS Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Crafts, Cuthbert, 
Fulton, Henderson, King, McRoberts, Mangum, Sturgeon, Tap- 
pan, Wright, and Young—I¢, 


THE CONTINGENT APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. EVANS moved the postponement of all 
other business, for the purpose of taking up the 
contingent appropriation bill; which was agreed 
to; and the bill further providing for appropriations 
to defray the expenses of Congress, and for other 
purposes, was taken up as in committee of the 
whole, and, with the amendments reported by the 
Committee on Finance, read. 

The first three amendments were merely verbal 
corrections. The next amendment was to the Ist 
section, authorizing additional elerks to be employ- 
ed in the departments, where three are allotted for 
the office of the Solicitor of the Treasury at $1,100 
each, to add “and one law clerk at $1,500.” 

Mr. WRIGHT asked how it happened that four 
new clerks were required for that office? 

Mr. EVANS said this was no addition; it was 
only legalizing the addition heretofore made, but 
differently paid. 

Mr. WOODBURY pointed out the difference 
now created. Heretofore, the additional or super- 
numerary clerks were oniy allowed $1,000 each; 
this appropriation gives three of them $1,150 each, 
and the fourth $1 500, 

Mr. EVANS did not know what had been the 
salaries. The office of law clerk was required to 
be filled by a good lawyer; the remuneration was 
very moderate. 

The amendment was adopted. 

Eight other amendments were then successively 
explained and adopted. 

The 13th amendment was to apprepriate $1,000 
for purchasing and preparing indices to the manu- 
Script papers of the Congress of the Confederation, 
and to the Washington papers, deposited in the 
Department cf State. 

Mr. EVANS explained that the proposed indices 
would greatly facilitate the scrutiny into all claims 
fonnded on the transeetions of that period, and 
would be a key to a vast deal of useful and neces- 
sary isformation. 

Mr. WOODBURY said if the indices of ihe jour- 
nals of the Confederation, and of the Washington 
Papers, had not been published already, there 
might be some propriety in this proposition, But 
it looked teo much like a job, to Sel payment for 
the index made by the gentleman who published 
the Washington papers. Congress had already 
contributed $25,000. He did not tike to see In the 
publie papers probibitions or injunctions against re- 
publishing those original! papers, as if the publisher 
of the Life of Wesbingion had an exclusive right to 
trem. 

Mr. EVANS mentioned the velaminous nature 
of the documents, not included in anything pub- 
iohed. It was of the utmost consequenee that a 
correct index of those documents sheuld be pre- 
pared. . 

Mr. PHELPS made a few remarks; after which, 
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his heart to refuse this relief to these feeble relics, 


Mr. EVANS requested a leiter from Ihe chair- 


man of Revolutionary Claims in the House of Rep- -. 


resentatives to the Secretary of State might be 
read. 

The letter was read accordingly. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON considered this letter a 
strong evidence of the necessity for the index. It 
appeared to him to be conclusive that nothing 
could be more econcmical; it would save thousands 
of dollars, by the facility it would give to the seru» 
tiny of claims on Congress. 

Mr. PHELPS did not concur in these views. 

The amendment was, however, adopted. 

The next was to increase ‘4100 for labor,” in 
the Navy Department, to “$350.” 

Mr. EVANS explained the necessity for this 
amendment, and it was adopted. 

The next was, in the appropriations for the 
Treasury Department, to increase the sum of 
“ $1,500, for extra clerk-hire, to “ $3,000.” 

Mr. EVANS, in explanation, handed in a letter 
from the department, which was read. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN observed that he had no- 
ticed, in the Sih section of the bill, an additional 
clerk allowed to the Secretary of the ‘Treasury, at 
$1,800 salary. He thought that was going far 
enough at the present time. It would be best, he 
believed, to postpone this other addititional clerk 
at $1,500 till better times. 

Mr. EVANS explained that those clerks were 
required for different purposes. 


Mr. WOODBURY observed that, heretofore, 
there had been a necessity for an extra clerk at 
$1,500 salary; but of late he had understood, from a 
source which left no doubt on his mind of the fact, 
that an additional duty had grown up within the 
Jast two years, which required three additional 
clerks: that duty was the registering and answer. 
ing of applications for cffice. 


Mr. EVANS explained that great increase of 
business had grown up, partly from the increased 
business of Congress, dependent on information to 
be furnished from the department, ` 


After a few remarks from Messrs. CRITTEN- 
DEN and WOODBURY, 

The amendment was rejected. 

The next was to insert “$100 for sealing ships’ 
registers;” which was agreed to. 

‘The next was to raise the sum appropriated for 
the office of the Surveyor General of Arkansas 
from $1,060 to ¢2,000-—being an increase of the 
Surveyor Generai’s salary. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next was to inerease the sum for blank 
books, binding, and stationary in the Auditor’s of- 
ice of the Post Ofice Depariment, from $1,700 to 
$2,076 68. 

This was adopted. 

The next was to add after the foregoing, “for 
printitg blanks, $811 50;” and several small 
amendments, Al of which were agreed to. 

The next was in the appropriaticn for the Post 
Office Department, in which various changes in 
amounts were proposed; the most material was to 
increase the sem “for extra clerk hire,” from 
“$500” fa “83,000.” 

Mr. EVANS explained the necessity for these 
amendments. 

They were adopted. 

The next was for coinage expenses at the mint 
at Dahlonega, to raise tke sum appropriated, from 
$600 to $900; which was adopted. 

The next was to strike ont $19,625 20 for warm- 
ing and ventilating 29 rooms aed 4 corridors in the 
basement of the Treasury building, and preparing 
them for oceupation, according to the plan, and 
upon the terms prop: sed to the Commis.icner of 
Publie Buildiags, by John Skerving, 

Mr. EVANS explained that, since the committee 
had reported this amendment, he hed learned that 
isese rooms were now almost useless, in conse- 
quence of being dark and damp, and that this gen- 
ilemen undertakes io rectify their defects. His 
plan bed been tried somewhere else, and proved suc- 
cessful, More roems are wanted; and the ques- 
tion was, Whether the experiment should be tried. 


le was not very tenacious whether the amendment 


should be adopted or not. 
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“the amendment. 
. Mr. WOODBURY did not know whether these 
yooms were wanted now, or not; but some rooms 
in the southern wing are occupied, and are as com- 
fortable as the rooms in any of the public build- 
ings- 

The amendment was adopted, 

The next wasan amendment to insert several 
new appropriations, which, for convenience of 
reference, are numbered as follows: > 

ist. “For alterations and repairs and fixtures of 
the north wing of the Capitol, $1,853 40;” which 
was adopted. 

- Qd, “For purchase of ground adjoining the 
General Post Office, extending northerly to F street, 
and between 7th and Sth streets, $52,000. 

Mr. EVANS explained how very disagreeable 

it was to the officers of the Post Office Department 
to have the rear of the building crowded up with 
back yards, sheds, stables, &c. 
- Mr. SEVIER could not vote for the proposition 
upon such slender grounds as that it was neces- 
sary for the comfort of the officers. He would 
rather see the $52,000 applied to the establishment 
of two new post-rontes in Arkansas. 


Mr. CALHOUN thought it would be right, ia 
such times as the present, to postpone this propo- 
sition. A 

Mr. KING thought it wasa pity that such a 
beautiful building shouid be obscured by surround- 
ihg sheds; and if the means could be spared, he 
would be in favor of the purchase of this prop- 
erty. ; 

Mr. ARCHER said, the depression of the times 
was favorable to the purchase for the public. 

Mr. EVANS explained that the Postmaster 
General had fixed the prices he would offer; and 
the owners of the lots might sign their names to 
any offer they approved of—the Postmaster Gen- 
eral not binding himself to take any he did not 


Want. 

Mr. ARCHER pointed out the danger to both 
the Post Office and Patent Office in case of fire; 
and how necessary it was to have them detached 
from all adjoining buildings. 

Mr. KERR said it was the opinion of the Com- 
missioner of Public Buildings that the entire 
square ought to be purchased. 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN asked ifthe money was to be 
paid out of the Post Office fund? 

Mr. WOODBURY said, no; it was out of the 
treasury. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Then I wish to change 
my vote from the affirmative to the negative. 

There was then a fresh ccunt on the vote; and 
it stood—-ayes 17, noes 12, 

3d. “$1,000 for expenses attending the negotia- 
tion of a treaty with the Wyandot Indians of 
Ohio; which was adopted. 

4th. “To make good the interest on investments 
in State stocks and bonds for Indian tribes not 
yet paid by the States, to be reimbursed out of the 
interest when collected, $15,600 92.” 

Mr. EVANS cxplained the necessity of this ap- 
propriation. 

It was adopted. 

5th. “For compensation to a clerk in the ofice 
of superintendent of Indian affairs at St. Louis, 
authorized by a previous section of this act, 
$1,200.” 

It was adopted. aa 

6th. “For compensation to two commissioners 
to examine claims under the treaty with the Cher- 
okees of 1835, and py of a secretary, and pro- 
visions for Iadians during the session of the board, 
and for contingent expenses, $13,500; and for 
atreatages of the Inte board of commissioners un- 
der same ireaty, $1,558.” 

Mr. SEVIER moved an amendment, to include 
€1,750 50, for arrcarages of a contract to John 
Dillon of Arkansas. ; 

Mr. EVANS was sorry tbe Senator offered this 
as an amendment, It was a suitable thing to go 
before the Committee of Claims, as it required in- 
vestigation. He entered into details on the sub- 
Jeet, 
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t Mr. KING thought the best way was to adopt 


Mr. SEVIER further advocated his amendment; 
but it was negatived. 

Mr. SEVIER then moved a reconsideration of 
the vote giving $1,000 for expenses attending the 
negotiation of a treaty with the Wyandot Indians 
of Ohio, in addition to former appropriations. 

After some explanation from Mr. EVANS, 

Mr. SEVIER withdrew his motion to reconsider, 
with a view of offering his amendment wi'h respect 
to Jobn Dillon’s case, in another. 


Toe CHAIR said that, while the Senator was 
preparing his amendment, the Senate would pass 
to the next additional appropriation, which was— 

7th. “For expenses and advances connected with 
the negotiation and conciusion of the treaty of July 
31, 1841, with the Sioux Indians, or certain bands 
of the same, the sum of $15,000, er so much there- 
of as may be necessary, upon auditing and settling 
the accounts by the proper accounting officers of 
the Treasury Department.” 

Mr. CALHOUN called for some explanation. 

Mr. EVANS stated that the treaty had not yet 
been ratified; and although there was a little irregu- 
larity, there was a necessity which rendered this 
mode of making the appropriation unavoidable. 

Mr. KING thought it very improper to sanction 
expenditures made without authority, pending the 
negotiation of treaties. 

Mr. EVANS pointed out circumstances which 
he conceived rendered this course excusable. 

Mr. SEVIER explained the particulars of this 
case, of which he happened to have some knowl- 
edge. He insisted that, in this instance, all that 
had been appropriated for this treaty in advance, 
had been absorbed; and now a sertof arrearage was 
created, to make a claim for $15,000. He depre- 
cated the favor shown to some claims, and the in- 
justice to others. 


Mr. BENTON thought this item ought to be. 


passed over informally, that the Senate might go 
into execulive session. 

Mr. EVANS explained that it was his desire to 
go on with the amendments—there was but one 
more; and then the bill might be reported back to 
the Senate, and stand over till Tuesday. 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. SEVIER now offered hisamendment in a 
more general form. ; 

Mr. MOREHEAD suggested the propriety of 
letting the amendment lie over till an opportunity 
would offer of proposing it in the Senate. 

Mr. SEVIER did not see how this appropria- 
tion could be refused, in the precise words of the 
other amendments. He called for the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered. 

The question on Mr. Szvier’s amendment was 
then taken, and resnited in the negative—yeas 16, 
nays 20. 

Mr. SEVIER moved to strike out the last lines 
of the amendment. 

The question being taken— ; 

The CHAIR said, “The noes have it.” 

Mr. SEVIER. Of course. 

® The rert was: 

8. For compensation to two clerks, authorized 
by the Secretary of War in the office of the Com- 
raissioner of Indian Affairs, by joint resolution, ap- 
proved May 20, 1842, in addition to former appre- 
priations, $1,500.” 

Which was adopted. 

All the amendments proposed by the committee 
having been gone tbrongh— f 

Mr. EVANS said he had an additional amend- 
ment fo offer. À 

Is was an inevease of pay to the superintendent 
of the Treasury building, from $250 to $500. 

The amendment was adopted. 

Another amcndment—being cne of explanation 
— was aiso adopted. f 

Mr. WALKER moved en amendmest to re- 
appropriate $19 910, an unexpended portion of tbe 
sum of $30,660 neretofore appropriated fer the re- 
movaier the Choctaw Indians from the State of 
Mississippi Beer plained that, by the act of 1836, 
the sum of $30,000 was appropriated for the re- 
moval of the Choctaw Indians from the State of 
Mississippi. Cf this sum $10,090 was expended, 
leaving $19,910 to be still applied to that object. 
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As he understood the law at present, the money 
must be re-appropriated. ` so 

Mr. EVANS did not knew the facts of the cases 
but, if adopted, it might come in after the Indian 
appropriations. 

it was so placed and adopted, pz ; 

Mr. WOODBURY pointed out that the new clerk 
allowed in the Treasury Departmen, by this bill, 
at a salary of $1,600, was placed over the heads of 
men who had served faithfully, at smaller salaries, 
for many years. They had only $1,400. Instead 
of a new and really junior clerk being put over 
their heads at $1,600 salary, he ought to be rated 
under them, at $1,200. He moved, therefore, to 
change the figure 6 into the figure 2; which was 
agreed to. ; 

Mr. ARCHER moved to add to the $1,000 ap- 
propriated for'the public gardener, $200, making 
the salary, as heretofore, $1,200. 

This was adopted. 

The bill being ready to report to the Senate, 

Mr. SEVIER called for the petition he had 
handed in this morning from the watchmen of the 
public buildings. 

It was read. 

He then moved to change the allowance for the 
watchmen at. the Navy and War Departments, 
from $365 to $500, their usual compensation; which 
was agreed to. i , 

Mr, KERR wished to have some understanding 
as to the future amendment of the bill. He un-e 
derstood the bill would be open to amendment 
after it was reported back to the Senate. He had 
several amendments to propose on the part of the 
Committee of Public Buildings. Two of them he 
would ask to be now considered. 

They were appropriations of $500 each, for two 
men who had received injuries for life, by accidents 
at the public buildings. . 

Mr. CALHOUN pointed out the result of be« 
ginning this system of pensioning persons employ- 
ed in the civil service. 

Mr. WILLIAMS pointed out much stronger 
analogous cases; such as that presented to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, of the mechanic at 
the navy-yard, who lost his life by the bursting of 
a shell. If the present case was considered, he 
should feel it to be his duty to call attention to _ 
that he had mentioned. 

Mr. EVANS made a few remarks in favor of 
the proposition. 

Mr. KERR further advocated his amendments. 

Mr. HENDERSON called for the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered. r 

The question was then taken, and resulted in the 
affiimative-yeas 20, nays 13. 

The bi.l was then reported back to the Senate; 
and the question being on concurring in the amends 
ments pending, it was laid over till Monday. 

On motion of Mr. KING, the bill providing for 
the payment of certain horses lost in the service 
of the United States, (which had been returned 
from the House of Representatives with an 
amendment,) was taken up, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. PRESTON, the bill to provide 
for the payment of the Fiorida m litia called into 
service in tbe years 1839 and 1840, was taken up 
as in committee of the whole, on an amendment 
from the Committee on Military Affairs. The 
amendment having been agreed to, the bill was re~ 
ported to the Senate, and ordered to be read a third 
lime. 

Several House bills were taken up, read twice, 
and appropriately referred. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Sarurpay, August 13, 1842. 
Mr. HUNTER presenied the foliowing proceed- 
irgs of an anti-tarif meeting held in Caroline 
county, Virginia, which were laid on the table: 
At a meeting of a portion of the citizens of 
Caroline ceuniy, he'd at Bowling Green, agree- 
ably to notice, on the 8th of August, 1842, Francis 
W. Scott was called to ke chair, and George Fiz 
hugh appointed secretary. f 
The object of the meeting was succinctly stated 
by the chairman; and thereupon, on motion of 


see 


‘Doctor: Benjamin F. Taliaferro, the chairman ap- 


pointed a committee to draught a suitable preamble 
and resolutions; consisting of the following per- 
sons,, to wil: Benjamin. F. Taliaferro, Col. John 
Washington, Col. Archibald Samuel, Daniel De- 


jarnette, Albert Flippo, John Taylor, jr., John ` 


Yodd; Washington Buckner, and Madison H. 
Jones.: On moion, the chairman and secretary 
were added to the committee. After 2 short retire- 
ment, the committee reported the following pream- 
ble and resolutions; which were unanimously adopt- 
-ed by the: meeting: ` 
The unexampled pecuniary difficulties which 
now oppress the people individually, all moneved 
corporations; and our Governments, State and Fed- 
eral, have not been brought on by war, pestilence, 
or famine, but are owing solely to unwise and m- 
considerate legislation. Our rulers, for many 
“years past, have been seeking tò increase national 
and individual wealth, not by setting the example 
of rigid economy and industry, but by contracting 
loans and granting charters, and other exclusive 
privileges; thus vainly endeavoring to make Law 
supply the place of rasor. The spirit of specula- 
tion thereby engendered has been rife in the land. 
Too many ‘men have been seeking, by some shorter 
process than industry and frugality, to acquire 
wealth. Idleness, under this visionary excitement, 
prevailed to such an extent, that for several years 
our country did not raise breadstuffs sufficient tor 
home consumption. We are now tasting the bit- 
ter fruits of this spirit of speculation—this idle- 
ness—this profane attempt te get rich by our wits, 
instead of by hard work and close economy. We 
feel now, in its full force, that the destiny of man 
has ever been, and ever will be, to “earn his 
bread by the sweat. of his brow.” 

In this crisis, the conduct of the people, and 
that of their rulers in Congress, presents a singular 
contrast. The people everywhere, as with one 
consent, are wisely and virtuously endeavoring to 
retrieve their difficulties, by practising temperance, 
industry, and frugality. That such is their con- 
duct, we know, not only from our own observa- 
tions, but from the accounts which the public press 
bring to us from every quarter of the Union. Their 
rulers in Congress, on the other hand. deaf to the 
lessons of past bitter experience, are still profanely 
and wickedly persevering in that very system of 
legislation which induced our present embarrass- 
ments-——squandering the public domain, contract- 
ing a heavy national debt, chartering banks, in- 
creasing taxation, and granting exclusive privileges 
to the few, at the expense of the many. They still 
attempt to foster the delusive expectation that they 
could, if not thwarted By the President, enact laws 
that would pay everybody's debts, and make eve- 
rybody prosperous—for such is the meaning of 
their promises of relief to the people, if these prom- 
ires have any meaning at all, But when these 
laws are proposed, we always find that their effect 
would be to impose heavier burdens of taxation on 
the farmer and laborer, in order to relieve the em- 
barrassments or increase the wealth of banks, 
stockjobbers, manufacturers, and other favorites of 
Congress. ‘They would Jay heavier taxes on every 
article of dress which the farmer wears—on his 
salt, his tea, his sugar, his coffee, his iron, on 


every utensil in his kitchen, the furniture of 


his house, and ‘on the implements of his farm, 
and have him to believe that they were re- 
lieving his pecuniary distress thereby. And, 
whilst they imposed their heavy iaxes, not on- 
ly to support a spendthrift Governmeni, but 
also. to support the wealthy sugar-planters, the 
lordly owners of ralt-works and of iros-mines, and 
the thousands of Northern p-aaufaccurers, they 
would fain persuade him that he would be quite as 
much benefited by pay’ng these heavy taxes as 
those wealthy gentry would be by receiving them 
As a portion of the people entitied to liberiy and 
equal rigbts with the rest of our fellow-cilizens, we 
feel it to be our duty solemnly io protest agains: 
this unjust, wicked, and partial legislation, which 
wouid Jet us move heavily, and increase our pecu- 
niary ¢mbarrassmenis, in order to pay tbe deb's, 
or enhance the profits, of our tellow-citizens living 
in Other seciions, or following other occupations. — 


Therefore, resolved, That the tariff act which hae just been 
passed by Congress, is decidedly disapproved of by us, bee 
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cause it proposes to increase the taxes, not only for the support 
of the Government, but for the support of the manufacturers and 
other favored interests to boot, 

2. Keselved, That we well know that Government cannot 
honestly aid us in paying our debts, except. by lessening the 
taxes; we therefore ask no aid of the Government. 

3. Resolved, That industry, frugality, and economy can 


alono create wealth, or relieve pecuniary distress; and that we . 


can. practise these virtues without authority or protection from 
acis of Congress. et 

4. Resolved, That Congress is doing all in its power to aggra- 
vate and prolong the difficulties of the times, by fostering the 
vain and delusive hope that law, and not labor, is the remedy 
for the present evils, . 

5. Resolved, That a duty of 20 per cent., and the costs of im- 
portation, are protection enough to manufactures. 

6. Resolved, That an hereditary nobility does not more con- 
flict with liberty and equality of rights, than a privileged class, 
more numerous and rapacious, and less respectable, consisting 
of bankers, of owners of salt-works, iron-mines, and sugar-fields, 
and of manufacturers, 

7, Resolved, That Government should be just, at least, 
before it is generous; and not give away the public lands till it 
has paid its debts. In our opinion, it cannot constitutionally 
give them: away. aa . 

8. Resolved, That the veto power contained in the Federal 
Constitution, is a wise and salutary check upon hasty or un- 
constitutional legislation; and we warmly approve of its use by 
John Tyler, President of the United States. — 

9. Resolved, That copies‘of these proceedings besent to our 
Representative, the Hon. R. M. T. Hunter, and to the Hon. 
John C. Calhoun, with the request that they lay them before 
Congress, as our solemn protest and petition against the unjust 
and partial legislation of which we herein complain. _ 

10. Resolved, That copies be also vent to the editors of the 
Richmond Enquirer, Washington Globe, and Spectator, for pub- 
lication. 


And then, on motion, the meeting adjourned. 


FRANCIS W. SCOTT, Chairman. 
Gerorez Firznuen, Secretary. 


Mr. STUART of Virginia, from the Committee 
on Foreign Relations, introduced a bill to regulate 
allowances for extra services rendered by secreta 
ries of legation and consuls: which, after some re- 
marks from .Messrs. STUART, McKAY, and 
CAVE JOHNSON, was, on the motion of the Jat- 
ter, referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 


On motion by Mr. SUMMERS, the bill for the 
relief of William Willis, of Monroe county, Vir- 
ginia, was taken up, and carried through the differ- 
ent stages, and passed. 


Mr. WISE, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, reported back to the House the following 
Senate bills, which had been referred to that com- 
miitee: 

The bill for the reorganization of the Navy De- 
partment, 

The bill to regulate the appointment and pay of 
engineers of the navy, with amendments. 

The bill concerning professors of mathematics 
in the navy. 


The bill providing for the establishment of a 
school of instruction for the navy. 

The bill to regulate enlistments in the army, na- 
vy, and marine corps. 

All ot which were severally read twice, and re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

The bili from the Senate to regulate the pay of 
pursers and other officers of the navy, was read 
iwice, and referred to the Committee on Naval, 
Affairs. 

The bill for the relief cf Hezekiak Cunning- 
ham, wiih amendments of ihe House disagrced to 
by the Senate, was taken up. 

Mr. HOPKINS explained the merits of the bijl, 
and moved that the House recede from its amend- 
menis; which motion was agieed to. 

The bill from the Senate to regulate the navy 
ration, Was read twice, aud referred to the Com 
minee on Naval Affairs. 

Tee bul for the relict of Nathaniel Mitech:il was 
laken up; and, afer some remarks, 

Mr. PESSENDEN moved to patit on its pas- 
sage, 

Mr. TURNEY objected; when 

Mr. FESSENBEN moved to suspend the rules; 
which resulte¢—ayes 79, noes 20: no quorum yo- 
ting. 

Mr. COWEN said there was ceitainly a quorum 
present; and suggested a call of the Rense 

Mr. BOWNE observed that the question was 
not generally undersiog); and suggestid that the 
gentleman from Maine shoald make another ex- 
planation. 

Mr. FESSENDEN again explained the merits 


of the bill; after which, the motion was carried, and 


the bill put upon its passage, and passed. 


The bill from the Senate, to extend the time with- © 


in which certain railroad iron may be imported, 


duty free, was read twice, and referred to the Com-: - 


mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union...» 

Mr. THOMPSON of Indiana moved to disə 
charge the Committee of the Whole from the fur. 
ther consideration of the bill to confirm the sale of 
certain public lands in certain cases, and. gavem 
brief explanation of the merits and objects of the 
bill. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. THOMPSON moved to suspend the rules, 
for the purpose of considering the bill; which mo- 
tion prevailing, 


The question waz put on discharging the Com- ` 


mittee of the Whole from its further consideration, 
and carried, : 

The bill then being before the House, and the 
question pending on its engrossment, 


Mr. CHAPMAN addressed the House for some . 
time in vindication of the bill, and against striking 


out ibe second section. So far from encouraging. 
fraud, he contended that the operation of this bill 
would be to prevent it. 


Mr. MORGAN said there would be no objection 
to the passage of this bill, should the second sec- 
ticn be stricken out. He inquired whether the 
previous question, if ordered, would have the ef- 
fect of cutting off the motion to strike out the secs 
ond secijon. : 

The SPEAKER answered in the negative. The 
previous question would bring the House toa di- 
rect vote upon the motion. 

Mr. MORGAN then moved the previous ques- 
tion; but the House refused to sustain the call. 

Mr. A. V. BROWN opposed the motion to 
strike out the second section, and advocated the 
passage of the bill. 

Mr. EVERETT opposed the bill. 

Mr. MOORE offered a verbal amendment, which 
was adopted. 

The question recurred upon the motion to strike 


out the second section of the bill; and resulted in. 


the affirmative-—ayes 85, noes 46. f 
Toe bill was then ordered to its engrossment, and 
read a third time and passed. 


On motion of Mr. OWSLEY, a resolution was 
adopted calling upon the Secre'ary of the Treasury 
to stale whether, in his opinion, a reduction could 
not be made in the number of clerks in the Gen- 
eral Land Office; and, if so, bow many? 

On motion of Mr. BARNARD, the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union were dis« 
charged from the further consideration of the bill 
from the Senate entitled An act supplementary to 
an act entitled “an act amending the judicial sys- 
tem of the United Sta'es.” The bill was then read 
a third time, and passed, (the rules having been 
suspended, in order to get it up before the House.) 

Mr. REYNOLDS moved to discharge the Com- 
mitiee of the Whole from the further cousideration 
of the bill for the relief of certain surviving officers 


of the revolution, and that the same be made the ` 


order of the day for Monday next, at 3 o’clock. 
The motion was rejected. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON INDIAN 
AFFAIRS. 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
report of the Committee on Indian Affairs upon 
the refusal of the Secretary of War to communi- 
cate information as to the frauds elicged to have 
been committed upon the Cherokee Indians, to- 
gether wiih the following condemnatory resolu- 
tions of the committee, snd the amendment uffered 
thereto: 


Resolved, That the House of Representatives has aright to 
demand from the Executive such information es may be in his 
possession, relating to subjects of the deliberations of the House, 
and within the sphere of iis legitimate powers. 

Resolved, That the reportsand facts called for by the House 
of Representatives, by its resolution of the 18th ultimo, related 
to subjects of its deliberations, aad were within the sphere of 
its legiimate powers, and should have been communicated. 
Therefore, 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re: 
quested to cause to be communicated to this House “the several 
reports lately made tothe Department”? of War, by Lieutenant - 
Colonel Hitchcock, relative to the affairs of the Cherokee In 
diane, together with all information communicated by him cone 
cerning the frauds he was charged to investigate; also, all fasts 
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“from any source, relating 


When the subject was last up, the previous 


“squestion had been ordered. 
. Mr W. W. IRWIN moved to lay the whole 


` gubject on the table. 
- This motion was decided in the negative—ayes 
61,:noes 105. 
The yeas and hays were ordered on the ques- 
tion, “Shall the main question be now put?” and 


` esulted=—yeas 96, nays 69. 


‘She House thea amended the original resolution, 
by adding, on the motion of Mr. CARUTHERS, 
the words “or heads of departments” to the first 
resolution, which set forth that the House of Rep- 
resentatives had the right to call upon the Execa- 
tive (and, as amended, “or heads of departments”) 
for information, &c. 

The next amendment in order was one hereto- 
fore proposed by Mr. Evererr, as a substitute for 
the series of resolu'ions reported by the Commitiee 
on Indian Affairs, as follows: 

“Resolved, That the reasons assigned by the Secretary of 
War, in his letter of the Ist of June, for declining to comply 
with the resolution of this House of the 18th of May last, are 
not satisfactory to this House,” 

Mr. POPS called for the yeas and nays; aad 
they were ordered, and resulted—yeas 62, nays 
104. . 
` The question then recurred on the adoption of 
the resolutions, 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN called for the yeas and 
nays, and they were ordered. 

Mr. PROFFIT called for a division, so that the 
vole mizht be taken on each resolution separately. 

Mr. WISE rose when the question was put on 
the first resolution, which was declaratory of the 
right of the House to call upon the Executive and 
heads of departments for such information as was 
in their possession relating to a subject of the de- 
liberation of tl e House,—and asked to be excused 
from voting. He said, for the resolution, as an 
abstract proposition, unconnected with anythisg 
else, he should cheeifully vote; he could not vote 
against it; and yet, if he voted for it, he should 
seem to casi a reflection in a case where no reflec- 
tion ought to be cast. 


ae House excused him by a majonity of 63 to 
59, 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN said he would withdraw 
the call for the yeas and nays on the first resolution, 
and let them apply to the subsequent resolutions. 

The SPEAKER replied that the gentleman could 
not withdraw the call, as the yeas and nays had 
been ordered by the House. 

Mr. EVERETT inquired if the question could be 
taken separately—first on the branch of the resolu- 
tion declaratory of the right of the House to call 
upon the Executive, and afterwards on the right to 
call upon the heads of departments. 

The SPEAKER replied in the negative; the 
House having passed upon that question when it 
amended the resolution on the motion of the gen- 
teman from Tennessee (Mr. CARUTHERS ] 

The question was then taken cn the adoption of 
the first resolution, and resuiied in yeas 142, nays 
8, as follows: 


YEAS—-Messrs. Adams, Landaf W. Andrews, SherlockgJ. 
Andrews, Arnold, Arricgtoa, Atherton, Babcock, Baker, Bar- 
nard, Barton, Beeson, Bidlack, Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, 
Borden, Botts, {Boyd, Brewster, Brockway, Aaron V., Brown, 
Milton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Burke, Wiiliam O. Butler, 
Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, William B, Caa:p- 
bell, i homas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Cary. Casey, Chiten- 
den, John ©. Clark, Clifford, Cliaton, James Cooper, Mark A. 
Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Daniel, Garrett Davis, 
Richard D. Davis, Deberry, Doig, John Edwards, Fessenden, 
Fillmore, A. L. Foster, Genury, Gerry, Giddings, Goggin, 
Gordon, Green, Gustine, Haisied, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, 
Howard, Hubard, Hudson, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. In- 
gersoll, James Irv, James, Cave Johnson, J. W. Jones, 
Keim, John P. Kennedy, King, Linn, Abraharo McClellan, 
McKay, McKennan, McKeon, Mallory, Marchand, Alfred 
Marshall, samson Mason, Mathiot, Maubews, Mattocks, M 
well, Maynard, Medill, Miler, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Mor- 
row, Newhard, Owsley, Payne, Pearce, Pendieton, Piumer, 
Pope, Poweil, Ramsey, Benj, Raadall, Alexander Randall, 
Randolph, Reding, Ridgway, Riggs, W. Russel, J. M. Rus- 
seil, Saltonstall, Slade, Soliers, Sprigg, Stanly, Seemod, 
Stratton, Alexander If, IT. Stuart, John T. Stuart, Summers, 
Sweney, Taliaferro, Jobu B. Thompson, ‘Titlinghast, Toland, 
Triplett, Trumbull, Turney, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, 
Wallace, Warren, Washington, Watterson, Weller, Edward 
D. White, Joseph L. White, Fhomas W. Williams, Wovd, 
Yorke, and John Young—tiz. As $ 

NAYS—Messrs, Black, Cushing, William W. Irwin, Rob. 
ert McClellan, Proflit, Reynolds, Sanford, and Van Buren—s. 
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Mr. GORDON here submitted an amendment; | 


but it was ruled out of order, the previous question 
having been ordered. 

On taking the question on the second resolution, 
the result was—yeas 93, nays 64, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Landaf W. Andrews, Ar 
nold, Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Barton, Birdseye, 
Blair, Boardman, Borden, Botts, Boyd, Brockway, Aaron V. 
Brown, Milton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Thomas J. Campbell, 
Caruthers, Casey, Chittenden, John C. Clark, James Cooper, 


Cowen, Cranston, Garrett Davis, Deberry, John Edwards, | 


Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, A. L. Foster, Gentry, Giddings, 
Goggin, Green, Hall, Howard, Hudson, Joseph R. Ingersoll, 
James Irvin, James, Keim, John P. Kennedy, Lane, Linn, 
McKennan, $, Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks; Maxwell, Maynard, 
Moore, Morgan, Osborne, Owsley, Pendleton, Powell, Ramsey, 
Benjamin Randall, Alezander Randall, Randolph, Ridgway, 
Rodney, Wm. Russell, James M. Russell, Saltonstall, Slade, 
Trui man Smith, Sojlers, Stanly, Stratten, A. H. H. Stuart, John 
T. Stuart, Summers, John B. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, 
Tomlinson, Triplett, Trumbull, Turney, Underwood, Van 
Rensselaer, Wallace, Warren, Washington, Joseph L. Wil- 
liams, Yorke, Augustus Young, and John Young—93. 
NAYS.—Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, Beeson, Bowne, 
Brewster, Barke, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, 
Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Mark A, Cooper, Cushing, Daniel, 
Richard D. Davis, Dawson, Doan, Doig, Egbert, Gerry, Wil- 
liam O. Goode, Gordon, Gustine, Hastings, Hays, Holmes, 
Hopkins, Houck, Hubard, William W. Irwin, Cave Johnson, 
John W. Jones, Abraham McClellan, Robert McClellan, Mc- 
Kay, McKeon, Marchand, Alfred Marshal!, Medill, Newhard- 


‘Payne, Plumer, Pope, Proffit, Reding, Reynolds, Riggs, 


Rogers, Santord, Saunders, Shaw, Shields, Snyder, Sprigg, 
Steenrod, Sumter, Sweney, Taliaferro, Jacob Thompson, Van 
Buren, Watterson, Weller, Joseph L. White, and Wise—64, 


_ The question was then taken on the third resolu- 
tion, and carried—yeas 83, nays 60, as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Landaf W. Andrews, Sher- 


lock J. Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, | 


Barton, Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, Botte, Brockway, Milton 
Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Wm. O. Butler, Wm. B Campbell, 
Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Casey, Chittenden, John C. 
Clark, Jaimes Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Garrett 
Davis, Deberry, Jolin Edwards, Fessenden, Fillmere, Gentry, 
Goggin, Granger, Green, Hall, Howard, Hudson, Joseph R. 
Ingersoll, James, John P. Kennedy, Lane, Linn, McKennan, 
Samson Mason, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Morgan, Os- 
borne, Owsley, Pendleton, Powell, Alexander Randall, Ran- 
dolph, Ridgway, Rodney, William Russell, James M, Russell, 
Saltonstall, Truman Smith, Sollers, Stanly, Stratton, John T. 
Stuart, Summers, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Tripleit, 
Trumbull, Turney, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, Warren, 
Washington, Joseph L. White, Christopher H, Williams, 
Yorke, Augustus Young, and John Young—83. 

NAYS—Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, Bowne, Boyd, Burke, 
Patrick C. Caldwell, John Campbell, Staley N. Clarke, Clinton, 
Coles, Mark A. Cooper, Cushing, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, 
Dawson, Dean, Doig, Egbert, Wm. 0. Goode, Gordon, Hays, 
Hopkins, Houck, Hubard, C. J. Ingersoll, William W. Irwin, 
Cave Johnson, Joha W. Jones, Keim, Abraham McClellan, 
Robert McClellan, McKay, McKeon, Mallory, Marchand, Alfred 
Marshail, Mathews, Medill, Newhacd, Payne, Pope, Proffir, 
Reding, Reynolds, Riggs, Sanford, Shaw, Shields, Snyder, 
Sprigg, Steenrod, Sumter, Sweney, Taliaferro, Jacob Thomp- 
son, Watterson, Weller, James W. Williams, Joseph L. Wil- 
liams, and Wise—60. o 

The morning hour having expired— 

Mr. YORKE calied up his motion, entered yes- 
terday, to reconsider the voie on rejecting the bill 
to provide payment for horses and other property 


lost in tke military service of the United States, 


Mr. Y. then called for the previous question; under | 


the operation of which, the reeonsideration was or- 
dered, and the bill brought before the House on the 
question of its passage. 

Mr. STANLY moved to recommit it to the 
Military Committee, with instructions, 

Mr. WM. B. CAMPBELL made some remarks 


_in opposition to the motion. 


Mr. TURNEY strenuously opposed the mation, 
and contended that, oa every principle of justice, the 
bil: ought to pass. No gentleman had offered any 
objections to the merits of the bill—and, in fact, 
none conld be offered; the oniy cause of its rejec- 
tion being that it was no! properly understood. 

Mr. HOPKINS eailed for the previous ques- 
tion, which, being seconded, cut off the motion for 
recommitment; aad, the main question having been 
ordered and taken, the bill was passed. 

Mr. ARNOLD moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, in order to faze up Bis retrencbmeni 
bill. 

Mr J. YOUNG asked for the yeas pnd nays cn 
the motion to go ino Commitice of the Whole. 
A count was had, aud resaiied 22 to 86—no 
quorum 

Mr. ARNOLD moved a callof ihe 
jected-—ayes 49, noes 83. 

Mr. PARNARD gave netice that he would 
move to take up the remedial justice bill whenever 
the Borso went into Committee of the Whole. 

The vote was teken, and the House refused to 
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole, 


Re. 
ie 


Mr. COWEN inquired what was the order of 
the day? ` PS EE ; 

The SPEAKER replied that the private calendar: 
was now in order. n 


MISSOURI VOLUNTEERS. : 

The bill for the relief of the Missouri volunteers 
called out by the Governor, was taken up; and. the 
question recurred on the amendment made thereto 
by the Commitiee of the Whole. 

Mr. FILLMORE desired to know the facts ‘on 
which the bill was founded, 

Mr. WM. 0. BUTLER answered him, and 
went into the merits of the case. 

Mr. STANLY addressed the House for some 
time in opposition to the bill. 

Mr. J. C. EDWARDS said he did not objeet to the 
course of the gentleman from North Carolina, 
(Mr. Stanty.] ‘That gentleman had the power, by 
his single objection, to. keep the bill in Committee 
of the Whole during the session; but, when we were ` 
last in committee on private bills, that gentleman 
had consented to let the biil go to the House with 
an amendment, where the House, if it chose to 
do so, could disagree to the amendment, and re-s 
store the bill as it stood originally. He hoped the 
House would disagree to the amendmen’, and pass 
the bill as it came frona the Commitiee on Military 
Affairs. 

He said there appeared to be no objection to 
paying the two companies ordered out in 1829. 
The objection was to paying the four companies 
ordered out in 1836. At the time these last com- 
panies were ordered out, a tract of country, aver- 
aging in width sixty or eighty miles, and running 
along the whole northern border of the State of 
Missouri (except a small portion in the northeast 
corner, on the Mississippi river) remained unset- 
ved. The Indians, in opposition to the wishes of 
the cilizens, and in opposition to the instructions 
of the Superintendent of Indian Affairs and their 
agents, made frequent hunting excursions into 
this section of country; and in these hunting ex- 
cursions, they killed the stock, and molested the 
settlers, and thus frequently came in collision with 
the whites. In this case, some murders were com- 
mitted; the inhabi.auts were thrown inio conster- 
nation; the men, women, and children were alarm- 
ed, and many of them were retiring to the interior 
seilements. Runners were started to the Execu- 
tive, with reports of the murders, the number of 
Indians, and the dangers to which the settlers were 
exposed. In this state of the case, he was bound 
to act at once, and without waiting to thvestigate 
the whole matter. If he had waited till the Indi- 
ans had overrun the settlements, he would have 
been guilty of gross neglect. It was his duty to 
act prompily, and he did so. Bat it is objected 
that he ordered out too many troops. He ordered 
out but four hundred, and it was very reasonable 
to suppose that the Indians numbered as many, or 
more. He would ask for the reading of the evi- 
dence in the case; but he supposed tne House 
would prefer the statement of those who had read 
in It was true that, when the case came to be 
fully investigaied, it turned out to be somewhat 
different from that presented to the Executive; but 
the Executive had to act on the case as it was given 
to him. He hoped the House would disagree to 
the amendment of the committee, and pass the 
bill. 

Mr. ARNOLD opposed the bill with much 
earnesiness. In the course of his remarks, he 
took cecasion to denounce it as ene of the thousand. 
stale claims, which had often been rejected, but 
which a “nominal Whig majority” was about to 
allow. The numerous claims pres#@d upon Con- 
gress (and which it seemed willing to allow, al- 
though iherc was nota doilar in the treasury) re- 
mioded him of the bankivpt, who was ever ready 
to give his note for any amount. He censured the 
Whig leaders, and the majority bere, for the course 
they were pursuing; and deeiared that he would 
not submit to their diciation. Whilst the party 
bad made the most solemn pledges of te= 
trenchment before the conntry, they now would 
net even allow him, an humble member, the 
poor privileege of the yeas and nays on ta- 
king up a till which he had introduced. He de- 
clared himself independent of party, and acting only 


: Gn principle. [In the course of these remarks, Mr. 


Fessenpen, in an under tone, said: “You had bèt- 
ter-join the-guard.”’] Mr. A. remarked that the 
gentleman himself was, at any moment, prepared 
to join the guard, when he could get an office! On 
that. consideration, he had no doubt the gentleman 
© would now go over to the guard. Mr. A. spoke 
. for ‘some time, deprecating the course of the ma- 
. jority; and complaining that they. would show no 
fayor to-‘any one who made any movement towards 
retrenchment. 
Mr, FESSENDEN followed, and replied to the 
remarks personal to himself. He denounced some 


of the ‘sentiments proclaimed by the gentleman | 


from Tennessee [Mr. ARNoLD] as cut-throat, and 
destitute of moral and honorable principle. The 
gentleman shou!d not dictate to him. He had often 
heard it remarked, that those who were loudest in 
proclaiming their own. patriolism, were not always 
“those who possessed the greatest degree of it. 
Owing to the peculiarity of his position, he had 
sat still during the remarks of the gentleman, but 
would not do so again. The remark he made to 
the gentleman was in jest. He concluded by 
calling on him to promptly retraet his assertion 
that he (Mr. F.) would take an office, or adduce 
the proof. 

Mr. ARNOLD made some remarke, stating how 


the affair between himself and the gentleman from | 


Maine had commenced; and what his views were 
about patriotism, party spirit, men of lofty bear- 
ing, jests, and quarrels. Some further words 
passed between him and Mr. F., (apparently ex- 
planatory,) but they were not heard amid the up- 
roar, confusion, laughter, and general appearance 
of merriment that pervaded the hall. 

Mr. COWEN moved the previous question; 
which was sustained by the House. 

The question was then stated to be on tHe first 
amendment of the Committee of the Whole. 

Tellers were demanded, and they reported 51 in 
the affirmative and 44 in the negative-being less 
than a quorum. 

Mr. BOARDMAN, Mr. LINN, and others mov- 
ed an adjournment, which was carried; and the 
House adjourned at ten minutes past 3 o’clock. 


IN SENATE. 


Monpay, August 15, 1842. 

Mr. CALHOUN presented a memorial from 
Jackson county, Florida, praying the admission of 
that. Territory as a Siate into the Union, and a do- 
nation of Mind for State purposes: referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported back, with an amendment, House 
bill entitled Aa act to confirm the sales of public 
lands in certain cases. T'he bill was postponed, 
and made the order of the day for to-morro w, and 
the amendment was ordered to be printed. 

‘Several adverse reports of standing committees, 
on private claims, were concurred in. 

Mr. ARCHER presented amemorial from Ame- 
lia county, Virginia, remonstrating against the pas- 
sage of a tariff for protection, and against any legis- 
lative action that shall alienate the proceeds of the 
public lands from the national treasury: ordered to 
lie on the table, and be printed. 

On motion of Mr. RIVES, the Senate proceeded 
to the consideration of executive business; and, af- 
ter a short time spent therein, resumed the consider- 
ation of legislative business. 

On motion. of Mr. SMITH of Indiana, the Senate 
took up, as in commiitee of the whole, the bil! to pro- 
vide for ascertaining and disposing of the lead min 
eral lands in ti States of Hlinois and Arkansas, and 
the Territories of Wisconsin and Iowa; and, hav- 
ing been amended in several particulars on the 
motion of Mr. S., 

Mr. LINN spoke at some length, showing the 
propriety and importance of passing a bill dispo- 
sing of these lands; but argued that the present b'll 
was too illiberal and unjust to the settlers—con- 

sidering the hardships they had to endure in sst- 
ting this couniry—in requiring them to pay $2 50 
per acre for this land, instead of $1 25, the price 
of other lands. 
Mr. SMITH of Indiana replied at some length, 
maintaining that the price of land was fixed in the 


- taken up, as in committee of the whole, consider- 
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bil as- low as was desired by the seiters, and 
much lower tban was recommended by the depart- 
ment, which thought the minimum price should be 
$10 per acre. ; 

The biil was then reported to the Senate, the 
amendments of the committee were concurred in; 
and having been engrcssed, the bill was read the 
third time and passed. 

_ The bill for the relief of Johnson K. Rogers was 


ed, and, after some discussion by Messrs. MORE- 
HEAD, KING, GRAHAM, and McROBERTS, 
was laid on the table for the present. ; 

The bill to authorize the adjustment of the claim 
of the municipality No. 1 of the city of New Or- 
leans to certain Jands within said municipality, 
and new in the occupation of the United Siates, 
was taker up, as in committee of the whole. 
Mr CONRAD advocated its passage, and Mr. 
WRIGHT opposed it; when 

Mr. BUCHANAN moved to postpone its fur- 
ther consideration till the next session of Congress, 
and cemanded the yeas and nays, which were or- 
dered; and the question being put, it was carried in 
the affirmative—yeas 26, nays 15. 

Engrossed bill entitled An act for the payment of | 
the Florida militia called into the service in the 
years 1839 and 1840, was read the third time and 
passed. 

House bill entitled An act to amend the acts of 
July, 1836 and 1838, allowing pensions to certain 
widows, was read the third time and passed. 

Several House bills were read twice, and appro- 
priately referred. 

Oa motion of Mr. KING, the bill for the relief 
of Casper W. Weaver (which, on his motion, had 
been laid on the table) was taken up, as in com- 
mittee of the whole. 

Mr. BAYARD, who had before supported the 
claim, said, on an examination, he had ascertained 
that it was utterly unfounded. He now exposed 
the means used to procure its favorable passage, 
and declared himself opposed to it. 

Mr. YOUNG made some remarks, with a view 
to show that the Senator from Delaware [Mr. Bay- 
ARD] was mistaken. 

Ou motion of Mr. CRITTENDEN, th bill was 
laid on the table. 

The bill to settle the claims of New Hamp- 
shire for the services of her militia, came up in 
order, as in committee of the whole; and, without 
being considered, was, on the motion of Mr. CRIT- 
TENDEN, laid on the table. 


THE ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 


Mr. YOUNG called up for consideration the 
resolution fixing Monday next for the adjournment 
of the present se-sion of Congress. He thought it 
was time (faving been in session almost nine 
months) for Congress to close its session. 

Mr. PRESTON moved to lay the resolution on 
the table. He hoped, however, that by Thursday 
next they would be prepared to consider it. 

Mr. WRIGHT thought it was time that some 
day should be fixed for the adjournment. Uatil ite 
was done, proper efforts would not be made to 
transact the business necessary to carry on the 
operations of the Government. He demanded the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he would not vote to fix 
a day for the adjournment, until he had given the 
House full opportunity to act on a revenue bill, 

Phe question was then put, and the resclution 
was laid on the table by the following vote—yeas 
23, nays 12: 

YEAS—Messrs, Archer, Bates, Bayard, Benton, Berrien, 
Buchanan, Choate, Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Day- 
ton, Evans, Huntington, Kerr, Miller, Morehead, Portes, Pres- 
ion, Rives, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, and Wo-dbridge—i23. 

NAY =:--Messrs. Bagby, Calhoun, Fulton, Henderson, Me- 
Roberts, Mangum, Sevier, Walker, White, Woodbury, Wright, 
and Young—I2, 

The bili for the relief of John Underwood was 
considered, as in comiitiee of the whole, and re- 
ported to the Senate. 

The bill involved a principle of compenca‘icn . 
for work performed by Mr. Usderwond, exira of 
the services required of him as a clerk receiving 
$1,100 per annum. 

Messrs. GRAHAM, HUNTINGTON, BU- 
CHANAN, and WALKER defended the claim; 


and ALLEN opposed it. 

The biil was then reported to the Senate: and 
the question being, Shall the bill be read a third 
time? . 

Mr. SEVIER demanded the yeas and nays, 


- = aa Seen 
and Messrs. WRIGHT, WOODBURY, SEVIER, : 


which were ordered; and the question being put, it ; 


was carried in the affirmative—yeas 23, nays l4. 
The bill was then read the third time, and pass- 
ed 


tain setilers in the Territory of Wisconsin,” was 
taken up asin committee of the whole, amended 
on the motion of Mr. SMITH of Indiana, reported 
to the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

Mr. ALLEN made an ineffectual effortio have 
the Senate proceed to the consideration of the reso- 
lution introduced by Mr. Preston, proposing to re- 
imburse to the treasury the moneys that may be 
hereafter expended by the Federal Government in 
extinguishing Indian titles to land. 

Mr. A. gave notice that he would renew the ef- 
fort to-morrow, and demand the yeas and nays 
upon it. 

House bill entitled An act to authorize the se- 
lection of school lands in lieu of those granted to 
the haif-breeds of the Sac and Fox Indians, having 
been considered as in committee of the whole, was 
read the third time, and passed. 

House bill entitled An act for the relief of Chas. 
F. Sibbald (authorizing the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to settle, on principles of law and equity, 
whatever damage may have been done him in con- 
sequence of an officer cf the United States having 
arrested him in cutting and sawing live-oak and 
pine timber from his own land, and dispossessing 
him for a long time of the use of his tract of 4,000 
acres of land) wag taken up as in committee of the 
whole, 

Mr. GRAHAM moved to amend it, by substi- 
tuting for it an entire bil), restrictive of the original 
one. 

Messrs. GRAHAM, KING, MOREHEAD, 
and PHELPS opposed the original bill, and ex- 
pressed themselves favorably to the amendment; 
but were more disposed to have the subject refer- 
red to the Treasury Department for a report of 
damages, to be decided upon at the next session of 
Congress. 

Messrs. WALKER and HUNTINGTON de- 
fended the bill as it stood. 

Before making any disposition of it, 

On motion of Mr. BUCHANAN, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, August 15, 1942. 

Mr. GREEN, from the Committee on Public 
Expenditures, made a report; which was laid on 
the table and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. STANLY also made a report from the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs; which was ordered to 
be printed. 


ASSUMPTION OF STATE DEBTS. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON, pursuant to notice giv- 
en a few days ago, asked permission to report a 
bill, entitled “A bill to meet all the current and 
contingent liabilities of the Government, by raising 
revenue from imports; to benefit the grower of 
grain and tobacco, by countervailing and recipro- 
cal duties on articles specified; to prevent abuses in 
the collection and disbursement of the revenues, 
by requiring the gross amount to be paid at once 
into the treasury, to be drawn out only by law; to 
prevent defalcations, by requiring purchasers of 
pubiic lands, and importers of dutiable goods, to 
clace the amountio be paid the Government in 


| Government deposivories, orin the veasury at once, 


to the credit of the Government, and to receive a 
receipt of payment from the receivers upon present- 
ation of the certifeate of such deposite; to benefit 
the States and increase the capital of the nation, by 
authorizing the issue, upon the faith of the Gov- 
ernment, of two hundred millions of Government 
stock cf denominations of not less than one hun- 
dred nor exceeding one thousand dollars, to be di- 
vided among the States, the Territories, and the 
District of Columbia, upon the basis of federal 


House bill entitled “An act for the relief of cer- ` 
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numbers; and to suspend the operation of the dis- 
tribution of the proceeds of the seles of the publie 
lands until the redemption of the stock by the Gov- 
ernment.” 

Mr. BARNARD objected. 

Mr. WM. COST JOHNSON moved a suspen- 
sion of the rules for the purpose of permitting bim 
. to ofer a resolution in the following terms: 

Resolved, That a select commi ~ i i 
insiguctione to consider the Propriety or repo cuna ihe following 

Mr. BARNARD objected to the introduction of 
the resolution. 

` The question was taken cn the motion to sus. 
pend; which was negatived almost unanimously. 

. Mr. EVERETT asked the House to take upa 
bill for the telief of Joseph Parker; and it was 
read a tbird time and passed. 

. Mr. BARNARD moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, his intention being to move that the 
committee take up the remedial justice bill. 

The motion was agreed to, and Mr, J. R. Ix- 
GERSOLL took the chair. 

Mr. ARNOLD moved that the committee take 
up the bill to reduce the pay of members of Con- 
gress, &c. 

Mr. BARNARD objected; and remarked that 
the House went into committee on his motion, 
with a specific object. 

The CHAIRMAN said there was no bill before 

the committee, and that he must entertain the mo- 
. tions in the order in which they were made. 
‘ Oker gentlemen moved that various other bills 
© be taken up; but, after some desultory discussion, 
the questioa was taken on Mr. ARNULD’s mo- 
hog ae it was negatived by a majority of 79 
to 5f. 

Mr. IRWIN moved to take up the bill making 
appropriations for the Cumberland: read in the 
; States of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, and for cer- 
. tain harbors; for which 37 only voted. 

. Mr. BARNARD moved to take up the bill to! 
provide further remedial justice in the courts of the | 
| United States; which was decided in the affirmative,’ 
by a majority of 79 to 76. i 
_ . Mr. BARNARD then proceeded to explain the 

objects, and importance, and necessity of the bill. 
` Mr. B. baving concluded his speech, 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL made some few obser- 
vations, which, in consequence of ihe noise pre- 
* vailing in various paris of the hall, the reporter 
could not catch. He was understood, however, 
to suggest the propriety of laying the bill aside. 
s The chairman of the Jadiciary Committee, he ob- 
served, had alluded, in the course of his remarks, to 
» the treaty lately made with England; but how could 

the gentleman know whether the treaty did or did 
Not touch on this subject? He thought they should 
| Wait a day or two, till they heard the result of that 
treaty. 


Mr. WISE hoped the bill wouid be laid aside, to 
take up the navy bill. 

The CHAIR said that, if no objection was made, 
the bill would be laid aside. 

: . Mr. BARNARD said he could not consent to 
that. He hoped the consideration of the bill would 

t be continued. 

f° Mr. FILLMORE suggested that the gentleman 

H Would permit the bill to be laid aside to be reported. 

i Several members expressed their dissent from 
¢ this course. 

Mr. FESSENDEMN observed that, if this subject 
bad been included in the negotiation lately con- 
i cluded with England, it would require a law to 
Carry Gut that part of if, It was therefore still 
more necessary that the bill should be acted on 
how, 


Tae CHAIR then stated that the question would. 
be on the postponement of the further consideration 
\ Of the bill; and having put that question, the count 
| having been made by tellers, (Messrs. BIRD:EYE 
and Boyp.) it was decided in the negative—ayes 

© 74, noes 77. 

Mr. BARNARD moved that the committee rise’ 
and report the bill. 

Mr. J. QG. FLOYD said he did not intend, when 
he entered the House this morning, to have said 
anything upon the bill now before the committee. 
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He Was tot prepared to discuss it at length, nor 
did he suppose it stood any chance of being acted 
On at this late period of the present session. But, 
inasmuch as a motion had been made to report it 
to the House, he could not permit the question to 
be taken without entering his protest against it, 
If anything could surprise him, it was the attempt, 
on the part of the majority, to strip the States of 
their sovereignty and independence. He thovght 
it was remarkable that his colleague [Mr. Bar- 
NARD} should be so anxious to have it passed—a 
bill fraught with especial danger to New York, 
with its three or four hundred miles of frontier—a 
bill which invited every petty Canadian officer to 
come across the lines, and plunder and rob the peo- 
ple of that State. The bill provided that, if any 
person should be held in custody fer any act done 
or omitted under any alleged right, whose validity 
depends upon the laws of nations, he may, by the 
order of the district jadge, be brought before him, 
and the case taken from the State jurisdiction. It 
Was not necessary to remove the case to court, but 
it might be heard by the judge at chambers. If 
the criminal could make out that his offence was 
not contrary to the laws of nations, he was to be 
discharged. 


Now, after the events which had happened on the 
Northern frontier, he asked if there was any offence 
which might not be defended on grounds connect- 
ed with the lawsof nations? What was the ne- 
cessity for this bill? And where the reason for 
passing it in such a hurry, and without deliberation? 
Let it, he contended, be first shown in what man- 
ner the Siate courts were incompetent. In the 
case of McLeod, did not every one know that 
he had every advantage and protection which any 
criminal could have? Where, then, the necessity 
for this strangelaw? 

His colleague [Mr. Barnanp] had argued the 
constitutionalily of the measure. He (Mr. F.) 
would not argue the constitufionality of a bill 
fraught with such danger to the States. With 
these remarks he would take his seat, and leave 
the floor to some other gentleman who would 
oppose the bill. 

Mr. GORDON said he was as much surprised 
and unprepared as his colleague [Mr. Fioyp.] 
He had come to the House that morning with the 
expeciation (which was common) that the report of 
the special commitiee on the veto, over which the 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. ADams] pre- 
sided, would be made and taken up for debate to-day. 
The minority, however, were kept in the dark as to 
the movements of the dominant party; and now, at the 
heel of the session, were surprised at the introduc- 
tion ofa bill highly obnoxious in its character, and 
to debate which no opportunity was afforded. 

Unprepared, however, as he was to discuss the 
measure at length, he would give his views briefly 
and expicitly upon it. This bill, with others 
which had been passed, would, he thought, cele- 
brate the present Congress for iis Federal propensities 
its bigh-handed measures, and its encroachments 
upon the Constitution. What power was there, 
of these claimed by the old Federal party, that had 
not been exercised, or attempted to be exercised, 
by the present Congress? It passed a bill incorpora- 
ting a Bank of the United States—a measure con- 
demned and repudiated over and over again by the 
people. Instead of complying with their wishes, 
it carried out the most high-handed measures which 
it was capable of conceiving. H passed a bank- 
rupt law—not merely a measure affecting cases of 
bankrupicy, but an insolvent law; the General 
Government assuming a power over Ibe contracts 
of individuais, not granted to it by the Constitution. 
The law was reircactive in its character, sponging 
the debts, and wiping away the obligatieus of the 
debtor to the creditor. Nor was this all that was 
accomplished by the majority of the present re- 
markable Congress. Ht assumed the power to dis- 
tribute properly aud money. It laid violent hands 
upon the preceeds of the public Jands, and distrib- 
uted them from the paiional treasury; thus sane- 
tioning a principle which must inevitably lead to 
practical agrarianism between man and man. Nor 
was it contented with giving money to the States; 
it also undertook to give money to individuals, and 
appropriated $25,000 out of the public treasury, to 
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Mrs.. Harrison, on the pretence of paying for the 
electioneering expenses of General Harrison. 
There remained but one measure to. consummate® 
the practice of agrerianism—the distribution of the 
property of individuals. ; l 

In the apportionment bill, too, new powers were: 
assumed. The power was assumed to authorize ` 


and direct the States to district- themselves—a 


power which, if it exist at all in the Federal Gov- 
ernment, must be exercised by itself, and not be dele- 
gated to an agent to perform. He referred to the 
exercise of another power, which he considered un- 
warranted, and which he regretted to see some of- 
his Democratic friends sustaining—the admission 
of the fractional principle into representation. i 
(Here Mr. G. was called to order, and advised- 
to confine himself to the bill before the committee.) 


The crowning act to these several measures of; 


the majority was about to be consummated—and 
that was, to rob the States of their jurisdiction. 
Tae McLeod case was the occasion of the introduc-: 
tion of this bill. 
forward, if, notwithstanding the threats of England, 


Secretary of State [Mr. Webster] took it uponthimself. ` 


New York had not tried that noted individual. The 
to declare that the Federal Government had control 
over that case, and sent the Attorney General to 
New York to superintend the trial. The pecple of 
New York were unanimous. They took but one. 
view of thecase. They dectared that they had ju- 
risdiction, and, what was more, they would exer- 
cise it. f 

This, then, he contended, came to be a controversy. 
between the Secretary of State and the Judiciary of’ 
a sovereign State. It was an attempt to-override the 
jurisdiction of a sovereign State, and, at its ex- 
pense, to crown the Federal Secretary. But for 
him, and the course he thought proper to pursue, 
this bill never would have been heard of; and we 
should have been content with those laws which 
bave existed all along, and which have never been 
found inadequate to any case that has ever oc- 
curred. This, therefore, he thought was a bill to 
cover the retreat of the Secretary, and put down ; 
the judiciary of New York. t 

How would the people of New York, of both 
parties, who were to be left to the tender mercies’ 
of the Federal Government, regard this measure? 
He ventured to assert that, if another case similar 
to that of Alexander MeLeod should occur 
within her limits, and a Federal judge should ate 
tempt to bring the accused before him by habeas cor- 
pus, his authority would be nullified by the spon- 
taneous action of the people. ‘There were already 
laws enough to insnre the safety and liberty of the 
citizen; and he ventured to assure the. majority 
here, thet they would find trouble enough in carry- 
ing into execution ihe laws which they had already 
passed. They would find it troublesome, indeed, 
to caity out their apportionment act. He re- 
minded them that the proudest monarchs generally 
took care that none but wholesome laws were 
passed. . He fervently hoped and trusted that the 
Union wouid endure. He did not believe that it 
could easily be sundered; yet, should these un- 
happy controversies between the Federal Govern- 
ment and the States continue, he feared i's days 
were numbered, and its glory at an end. It would 
not result, if at all, from revolution; but from the 
more peaceful mode of a nullification of the laws; 
for the Government, shorn of its power, would be 
of no consequence whalever. 

Having glanced at tke origin and some of the 
consequences of the bill, he would now say a few 
words upon the bill itself. He then „went into a 
consutaticnal and legal argument, to Mow that tbe 
power to pass this bill lay not in the Constitution. 
Hequeted from thesecond section of the third artie 
cle, to show the extent of power granted by that in- 
strument to the Federal judiciary; and thence ar- 
gued thatit did not have the power lo try crimes 
committed in one State by the citizens of another, 
or ef an adjacent couniry, although it might ry 
civil controversies arising between the citizens of 
iwo States or nations. . f 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia said it was not bis‘pur- 
pose to debate this biil. He well knew that its 
fate was already determined upon——in secret caucus, 
no doubi—and nothing which he could say would 


It would not have been brought. ` 
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‘induee the majority here to alter their’ purpose of 
“passing-it. The bill proposed to give the Federal 
courts jurisdiction over the authority of our sover- 
tign States, and was, in fact, just such a theasure 
.as. all those for which the Federal party, in times 
past, was: distinguished. It was of a piece with 
the alien and sedition laws, and had its origin and 
foundation in ‘a distrust of the States, whose au- 
thorities:were to be superseded. He (Mr. S.) had 
always laid it down as -a cardinal rule, that no 
¿power should be -taken from the States, except 
when it was absolutely neces:ary. In this case, 
there was no just reason or pretext whatever for 
‘this curtailment of State authoritv. The bill had 
its origin in the McLeod case. In that matter the 
conduct of the New York authorities was charac- 
terized by equal impartiality and ability. This 
bill, therefore, was an insult to the Siate, and the 
“whole proceedings founded on fraud. 

After ‘some further remarks, he concluded by 
saying: he had simply risen to enter his protest 
against the passage of the bill, knowing that it 
would be useless to argue against a measure which 
had been settled in another assemblaze, and which 
was only introduced here in order to comply with 
the forms of the Constitution. 

Mr. EVERETT addressed the committee ; but 


his remarks were indistinctly heard by the re- . 


orter. 

- Mr. SMITH of Virginia replied to the remarks 
of the gentleman from Vermont ; but he was very 
imperfectly heard. He was uaderstood to avow 
his astonishment at the expression of opinion to 
which he had just listened from the gentleman 
from Vermont, and to state his own views of 
State rights and Federalism. He defended the 
States, which the gentleman from Vermont seem- 
ed to distrust, and claimed for them the right to 
exercise the power which this bill would take 
‚away, He also entered, in the course of his ar- 
gument, into. an examination of “ the act of war” 
in which McLeod was engaged. ‘The gen- 
tleman from Vermont says the burning of the Car- 
oline and the murder of Durfee was an act of war. 
It was, then, cause of war-by us. He also says 
that if MéLeod bad been executed, it would have 
been cause of war by England. In the event of 
McLeod’s execution, the two countries would have 
reciprocally given cause of war, with the advan- 
tage in our favor of having received the first prov- 
ocation. So far from releasing McLeod to an ap- 
prehension of war with England, I would have had 
my country demand for punishment all engaged in 
the outrage upon the Caroline ; and, if not surren- 
dered,.I would bring them, wherever and whenev- 
er they could be caught. England should never— 
in time of peace, certainly--shelter her felons by 
taking the responsibility. 

. Mr. FOSTER made some observation, which 
was inaudible at the reporter’s desk, 

Mr. SMITH, at the request of Mr. Wise, re- 
newed the motion to lay this bill aside; which, 
after some brief discussion, was agreed to by a 
majority of 73 to 58. 

Mr. WISE then moved that the Committee teke 
up the bill from the Senate, to reorganize the Navy 
Department. 

Mr. SPRIGG wished the committee to take ap 
a bill to establish certain post-roads. 

The motion of the gentleman from Virginia 
(Mr. Wise] was agreed to. 

REORGANIZATION OF THE NAVY DE- 
PARTMENT. 

The bill to reorganize the Navy Department 
having peen geken up, 

The Cier read the first amendment of the 
standing committee of the House on Naval Af- 
fairs. 

Mr. WISE explained that the Ist section of the 
Senate bill abolished the Board of Navy Commis- 
sioners; and the 24 section went cn to provide that, 
in lien of the Board of Navy Commissioners, there 
should be seven bureaus. The Senate bill pro- 
vided ibat the heads of the bureaus should be 
selected from officers of grades not lower than 
commander; the amendment of the commililee of 
the House proposed that the heads of the bureaus 
should consist of officers of the navy of a grade not 
lower than that of captain—andnot as the Senate 


proposed, from either captains or commanders 
For-himself, he was of opinion that nocflicer of a 
lower grade than that.of captain should be put at 
the head: of a bureau. 

Mr. SPRIGG addressed the committee at some 
length. 

Mr. FESSENDEN inquired whether the bill 
had been printed. 

Mr. WISE replied that it had been ordered to 
be printed last week, but was-not yet returned by 
the printer. As il was expected every moment, he 
hoped the Clerk would be permitted to read the 
Senate’s bill, and then report the amendments of 
the committee. By that time he hoped the bill 
would be brought ia. 

Mr. FESSENDEN suggested that the bill weuld 
be prejudiced by going on with it before the printed 
copy was in the members’? hands. There were 
several other naval bills and he hoped the commit- 
tee would take up one of them. 

After some furtherconversation beiween Messrs. 
WISE and FESSENDEN— 

Mr. COWEN moved to lay aside the bill, and 
take up the bill from the Senate, to provide pay- 
ment for property lost or destroyed in the military 
service of the United States. 

This motion was rejected. 

Mr. FESSENDEN then moved to take up the 
bill concerning professors of mathematics in the 
navy of the United States; which motion having 
been carried, and the bill read, 

Mr. F. offered an amendment providing that the 
professors of mathematics shall be appointed by 
the President, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Senate; that they shall take rank next after 
chaplains, and receive, when absent on leave, or 
waiting orders, the same pay and emoluments as 
are received by chaplains. 

A shcrt discussion ensued, in which the amend- 
ment was supported by Messrs. FESSENDEN, 
McKAY, KING, and ADAMS; and opposed by 
Messrs. WISE, MALLORY, and HOLMES. 


Mr. ADAMS briefly discussed the amendment. 

Mr. FESSENDEN expressed his willingness to 
withdraw a portion of his amendment. He pro- 
posed, instead of striking out, to add a clause sim- 
ply providing that professors of mathematics should 
receive the same pay as chaplains. 

Mr. ARNOLD made some remarks deprecating 
the waste of time in fulminating and gasconading 
speeches without action, and when many of the 
members were dozing in their seats. The House 
had been in committee all day, and yet not a bill 
was ready to be reported. 

The question was taken upon the amendment of 
Mr. Fessenpen, and it was rejected. The bill 
was then laid aside to be reported. 

Mr. MOORE moved that the committee take up 
Senate bill No. 57, for the paymeat of Louisiana 
volunteers employed in the Florida war in 1836. 

The motion was rejected. 

Mr. CALHOUN moved that the committee 
take up House bill No. 364, (concerning navy pen- 
sions.) 

The vote was counted by the Chairman, who 
reported 26 in the affirmative. 

Mr. WISE said there was evidently no quorum 
here, and ke could not consent to sce the naval 
bills destroyed without a quorum. He insisted on 
acount. 

The negative was theu counted, aud reported 
15 Absent, or not voting, 201 members. 

Thereupon the commitiee rose, and the Chair 
reported the fact to the House. 

Mr. WISE moved a cail of the House. The 
question was taken, and resulted—ayes 40, noes 
77. No quoram. 

Mr. WISE again moved a call of the House. 

The SPEAKER said the question had been just 
taken, and decided in the negative. 

Mr, WISE wished to know whether the House, 
having found itself without a quorum, would not, 
asa matier of course, have to order a call, before 
procecding to any business? 

The SPEAKER s:id not. 

Mr. WISE said he would, then, merely @all the 
atienuon of the country to the helpless situation ia 
whith the present Congress had found itself. 

Mr. FILLMORE, (with emphasis.) I move an 


adjournment; and on that question eall for the yeas | 


and nays. 
The House refused to adjourn—yeas 37, nays 
112. Í 

A quorum having been ascertained to be pres- 
ent, the Hovse again went into committee, (Mr. J. 
R. InserseLL in the chair.) 

The question was again taken upon considering 
the biil to reduce and modify into one act the šev- 
eral acts concerning pensioners in the navy, and 
resuited in the affirmative. ; 

Mr. CALHOUN explained the merits and ob- 
jects of the bill. : 

Mr, UNDERWOOD offered an amendment, ex- 
cepting those who reecived wounds from accident, 


and confining the benefit of the pension act to those, 


wounded in battle. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia addresred the commit- 
tee in favor of the amendment. He thought there 
was justice and propriety in granting pensions to 


: 
| 


such as should expose themselves to extraordinary» ` 


danger—such as should be wounded or injured in 
batile. 
tion to give pensions to persons who had met with 
accidents. As well might Congress attempt to re- 
munerate every farmer who should happen to be 
injured in his agricultural operations, or in break- 
ing his colts. : 

Mr. KING opposed the amendment, and replied 
to the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Smiru.] 

Mr. MORGAN followed on the opposite side. 

Mr. ANDREWS said he had no idea that the 
bill would pass, and therefore thought it useless to 


waste time upon it. He moved that the committee ; 


rise: rejected. 
Mr. WARD remarked that the present bill 
merely proposed to enact for the navy the same 


rules which now exisied in the army. Nonew ; 
principle was sought to be introduced. He hoped 


the committee would rise and report the bill. 
Mr. MALLORY said he would call the atten- 


tion of the committee to the fact, that the men for. | 


whom this bill proposed to provide had, by their 


valor in the last war, provided a large fund for the 4 


payment of pensions, which was dissipated by the 
improvident legislation of 1837. But for the act 
of 1837, there would now be no necessity for action 
on the part of the House. The bill proposed to lop 
off the excrescences of the present system. It did 
not propose to give unmerited pensions, as in the 
numerous ague-and-fever cases which so often 


passed the House without exciting epposition. It. 


still required some modifications; which he should, 
at the proper time, propose. 

Mr. McKAY opposed the bill. 
other measures, the advocates of which declared, 
at the time of their passage, that they would 
impose no additional burden on the treasury. The 
same thing was said of the act of 1837. Yet, all 
admitted that act to have been improvident. He 
heard no one defend it at this day. At the extra 
session, it would be remembered a bill was passed, 
extending the pensions of certain widows to the 
close of this session of Congress, when they were 
to be stricken off the roll. Now, this bill proposed 
to nuliify the proviso of the act passed at the exira 
session, which prohibited these widows from re- 
ceiving pensions longer than until the close of the 
session, This was the effect, if not the sole object, 
of the present bill; the remaining portion of it beir g 
a mere re-enactment of existing laws and regula- 
tions. He read one of the sections to show how 
the otject he had described was to be attained. It 
declared that “nothing herein contained should 
exclude those now on the pension rol! from receiv- 
ing pensions hereafter.” Was the committee pre- 
pared to re-enact the system of 1837, which an 
act of theextra session had solemnly deelared 
should cease at ihe close of this session? He 
trusted noi. 


Mr. WM. B. CAMPBELL then moved that the, 


committee tise; which motion was carried. 

The committee then rose and reported the 
“remedial jnstice bill” to the House, and also their 
progress upon other bills. 

On motion of Mr. MALLORY, 

The House then adjourned, 


But he could not approve of the proposi- ` 


It was like i 


l 
; 
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IN SENATE. 
Touxepay, August 16, 1842. 
Mr. WILLIAMS presented a petition of John 
Dickerson, praying compensation for duties 
eyformed by bim as a master of ordnance; which 
s referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
Mr. WILLIAMS , from the Committee on Na- 
al Affairs, asked that that committee be discharged 


“from the further consideration of the petition of 


“James O'Connor, on the subject of his improve- 
“ments in the application of steam. The motion 


‘was agreed to. 
“My, BATES, from the Committee on Pensions, 
‘made adverse reports on the House bills for the 


“yelief of George Sutherland, and the relief of 


Susannah White; which were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BATES, from the same committee, made 
favorable reporis on the House bill for the relief 
‘of Frederick Perrigo, and Senate bili for the relief 
‘of Pamela Allen. The report in the latter case 


was ordered to be printed. 


* Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Pensions, 


‘to which had been referred House bills for the re- 


e 


lief of Joseph Parker and David Freelove, report- 
‘ed them back without amendment, and with a rec- 
ommendation that they do pass. 

Mr. P. also made an adverse report on the claim 
of Mary Simmons; which was ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. ALLEN said he had given notice on yester- 
day that he would to day renew the motion to take 
‘up the resolution of the Senator from South Caro- 
Jina, [Mr. Presron,] proposing to reimburse to 
‘the treasury the money which may be hereafter ex- 


pended for extinguishing Indian titles to land. He, 
perceived that that Senator was not now present, 
‘and that the Senate was very thin; he would, there- 


‘fore, not cail up the resolution at present. 

House bill enti:led An act for the relief of the 
Springfield Manufacturing Company was taken 
up, as in committee of the whole. 

"Mr. GRAHAM explained that the bill involved 
-a claim for interest on money withheld from said 


‘company long after it was due, for the manufacture 


of certain arms. He defended the claim. 
Mr. BATES spoke at some length in favor of 
the bill, and Messrs. WRIGHT and WOODBURY 


“opposed it. 


` The bill was then reported to the Senate; and, the 
question being on ordering the bill to be read a 
third time, 

Mr. WRIGHT demanded the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered; and, the question being put, 
it resulted—yeas 18, nays 16, as follows: 

YEAS--Messrs. Archer, Bates, Choate, Clayton, Conrad, 
Crafts, Evans, Huntington, Kerr, Miller, Porter, Preston, Sim- 
mons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, White, and 
Woodbridge— 18. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Cuthbert, King, Lion, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tap- 
pan, Walker, Wilcox, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—16. 


The bill was then read the third time, and 


passed—yeas 18, nays 16. 
Mr. EVANS moved to take up the House bill, 
No. 539,) being 


THE CONTINGENT BILL. 

The bill “to legalize and make appropriations 
for such necessary objects as have been usually 
included in the general appropriation bill without 
authority of law, and to fix and provide for cer- 
tain incidental expenses of the depariments asd 
Offices of the Government, and for other pur- 
poses,” was taken up=-the question pending be- 
ing on concurring with the committee of the 
whole in the amendments thereia made and re- 
ported to the Senate on Saturday last. 

Mr. SEVIER called for a division of the ques- 
tion, so as to except the amendment relating to In- 
dian affairs,to which he wished to move an amend- 
ment. 

Mr. EVANS then asked the vote to be taken 
first on the amendmert in the second page, re- 
ducing the salary of the new clerk to the Register 
of the Treasury from $1,600 to $1,200. 

Mr. PRESTON hoped the amendment would 
not be corcurred in. 

Mr. WOODBURY showed that the duties of 
the clerk here alluded to have been heretofore per- 
formed for $1,000 per year. He also remarked on 
the impropriety of appointing a junior clerk at a 
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higher salary than the elder clerks—some of whom 


“~ 


had been in cffice for twenty years, 

The question was then taken, and resulted—yeas 
15, nays 13. 

So the amendment was concurred in. 

Mr. EVANS next moved an amendment to the 
amerdment of the third page, in reference to watch- 
men, by which the salaries of those of the Siate 
Department were fixed at $400, and of the other 
departmenis a! $450; which was concurred in. 

The next was to disagree to the amendment to 
reappropriate the sum of $19 910 for the remaval 
of the Choctaw Indians from the State of Missis- 
sippi, which Mr. E said was unnecessary. 

‘This amendment was, consequently, non-con- 


curred in. 


Mr. ARCHER observed that he had moved the 
increase of $200 to the salary of the public gar- 
dener under a misapprehension; and would now 
retract, by moving that the Senate non-concur in 
that amendment. 


Mr. KING was snre the Senator from Virginia 
was acting under some misapprehensicn of charges 
made against this individual, which had been re- 
fated whenever they had been fairiy and candidly 
investigated. One of these charges was, that he 
had created a disturbance at a Tipp+canoe club 
during the Presidential canvass. This had been 
refuted by a certificate from the club itself. Another 
was, that he had made false charges on the pay- 
roll. . This had also been carefully investigated, 
and it was found utterly groundless. 

Mr. K. here stated the particulars, showing that 
the charges made on the pay-roll, alluded to, were 
for cart-hire or work actually done in the most 
economical manner for the public benefit. He 
(Mr. K.) had scrutinized these matters, and ex- 
amined the gardener himseif minutely on the sub- 
ject, and could assure the Senate that he had be- 
come entirely satisfied there was not a scintilla of 
ground for impeaching his conduct or character in 
his capacity as a publie servant. It was a matter 
open to the inspection and conviction of every 
member of Congress, that he did his duty, as public 
gardener, ia the most satisfactory manner possible. 
He was as worthy of his full salary now as ever. 
That salary ($1,200) bad_been cheerfully granted 
to him for years back. He would not suppose it 
could be thought necessary to cut it down fcr any 
reason founded on his political opinions; the true 
question being, whether $1,000 cr $1,200 is the 
proper compensation for his services. For years 
back, Congress has decided that $1,200 is only a 
suitable remuneration; and he knew of no just rea- 
son why he alone should now be singled out fer a 
system ‘of retrenchment not applied to any one else 
in the public employment. His salary in Phila- 
delphia, before he was brought here, was $1,500. 
It was clear, tben, that $1,200 was by no means a 
high salary. 

“As to the number of laborers employed by him, 
he (Mr. K.) was satisfied, from his own experi- 
ence in employing hands at horticultural operations, 
that extraordinary economy had been exercised by 
tbe gardener here in charge of the public grounds. 
He pointed cut many respects in which great sa- 
vings were effected by the judicious labor of the gar- 
dener himself. 

It was an unjust stigma on kim to reduce his 
salary, when those who have much more extrava- 
gant salaries than his are left without any reduc- 
tion. 

Mr. KERR was well satisfied that, if such re- 
duction of salary be made in this instance, as to 
compel Mr. Maher to accept of some other situa- 
tion at a better salary, no one as competent and 
efficient can be obtained in bis place; and that the 
beauzifal shrubs and delightful grounds, Row the 
enjoyment of residents and admiration of strangers, 
wiil very speedily go to desay. It would, in such 
case, take more than fifteen years to reinstate them 
in the same condition which they now present. He 
believed there were not five gardeners ia the United 
States as competent as he is to manage these pub- 
lic grounds, and with so much satisfaction to every 


one. ; ; 

Mr. EVANS thought this entirely too inconsid- 
erable a matter to waste so much time upon, He 
would siate one circumstance: 1t was only for the 


I 


last. three years the salary had been raised to 
$1,200. It had been $1,000 before that The in- 
crease was in consequence of the enlargement of 
the publie grounds. But the last incumbent of the 
effice had had bat $700. It was a matter for the 


| Senate to settle, and he hoped it would be done 


without. further delay. 

_ Mr. ARCHER observed that he had not been 
influenced by any of those circums‘ances alluded 
to by the Senator from Alabama, in moving the 
non-concurrence in his own amendment, but ‘in 
consequence of information he had received on 
two points, which did not involve any question as 
to Mr. Maber’s political opinions, or integrity in 
his office. The information he had received was 
to the effect that, in addition to the propozed salary 
of $1,000, his emoluments in the office of public 
gardener make ample compensation. He under- 


| stood he had the opportunity of charging cart- 


hire for the use of his own dray and horse for 
every day in the year, Sundays inciuded; and also, 
that the grass cut from the public grounds was a 
source of considerable emolument. These things, 
in addition to his salary, hé throught quite sufficient; 
and, therefore, he now would revoke his amend- 
ment to add $200 to his salary. He had not urged 
any charges against Mr. Maher. He admitted that 
he did his duty satisfactorily, and that the state of 
perfection in which the public grounds were kept, 
was highly creditable. Neither had he any impeach- 
ment to urge of his integrity; bat he hoped, for the 
reasons he had assigned, the amendment would not 
be concurred in. i 

Mr. CRITTENDEN observed, that it appeared 
to him this was an appropriation of the usual sala- 
ryof one of our working people. It was agreed 
on all hands that the duty for the public was well 
and satisfactorily performed. He hoped, there- 
fore, no reduction in his case alone wonld be made: 
let him have the salary at which his services hith- 
erto had been estimated. 

The amendment (reinstating the salary of $1,200) 
was then cencurred in. we 

Ail the other amendments adopted by the com- 
mittee were concurred in. 


Mr. SEVIER moved his amendment again in 
a general form, which would admit of the claim 
of John Dillon of Arkansas, to an extent not ex- 
ceeding $2,100, being settled, when audited among 
claims to be paid under one of the new appropria- 
tions of the Senate affixed to this bill, viz: that ‘for 
compensation to two commissioners to examine 
claims under the treaty with the Cherokees of 1835, 
and pay of secretary, and provisions for Indians 
during the session of the board, and for contingent 
expenses, $13,500 ” 

Mr. EVANS, while admitting the apparent just- 
ness of the claim, opposed its introduction in this 
bill, on the ground that it ought to go before the 
Cummittec on Claims for examination. 

Mr. SEVIER contended that it had been ex- 
amined and allowed by the proper department al- 
ready. 

Messrs. BERRIEN and CRITTENDEN thought 
it was reasonable toadmit the amendment in the 
general form proposed, as it left the claim subject 
io be audited by the proper officer. 

After some discussion on the subject, (in which 


‘Messrs. SEVIER, CRITTENDEN, BERRIEN, 


and WOODBURY further supported the amend- 
ment, and Mr. EVANS opposed it,) the yeas and 
nays were called for, and resulted in its adoption— 
yeas 22, nays 9. 

The remaining addititional appropriations were 
also adopted, i 

Mr. EVANS moved sundry unimportant amend- 
ments, which were adopted. 

On Mr. PRESTON’S motion, which underwent 
sere debate, the vote on the amendment reducing 
the salary of the new clerk for the office of the 
Register of the Treasury from $1,600 to $1,200, 
was reconsidered, and the salary was fixed at 
$1,400. 

Oa Mr. BAYARD’S motion, an amendment for 
an additional appropriation of $12,000 for rebuild- 
ing the bridge over the Tiber creek, on Pennsylva- 
pia avenue, was adopted. : g 

Tae Senate then resumed the consideration, as 1m 
committee of the whole, of the House bill for the 


84 


“elief of Charles F. Sibbald, (authorizing the See- 
‘retary of the Treasury to setile, on principles of 
Jaw and equity, whatever damage may have been 
‘done him in consequence of an officer of the United 
States having arrested him in cutting and sawing 
dive-oak and pine timber from his own land, and 
dispossessing him for a long time of the use of his 
-tract of 4,000 acres of land,) the question pending 
being the amendment proposed by Mr. GRAHAM, 
allowing the Secretary of the Treasury to ascer- 
tain‘and award damages, so far as Mr. Sibbald was 
‘prevented from using the live-oak timber. 


Messrs. GRAHAM, WOODBURY, HENDER- 
SON, WRIGHT, and PHELPS, opposed the bill 
jn its present form; and Messrs. WALKER, 
HUNTINGTON, BERRIEN, and BUCHANAN, 
opposed the amendment, and supported the bill; 
when, i 


: ` On motion of Mr. BUCHANAN, the bill was 
so amended as to refer the claims for settlement to 
. the Third Auditor of the Treasury, under the di- 

rection of the Attorney General, and with direction 
to allow the claimant such damages as he would 
be entitled to recover on the principles of law ap- 
plicable to such cases; the damages thus to be as- 
sessed to.be paid out of any money in the treasury 
not otherwise appropriated. 

The amendment proposed by Mr. GRAHAM was 
then rejected. 

The bill was then, as amended, ordered to be 
engrossed anid printed. 

-On motion of Mr. EVANS, 
The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


. Tuespay, August 16, 1842. 
Mr. AYCRIGG offered the following resolation, 
Which, after some conversational debate, in which 
Messrs. FILLMORE, CAVE JOHNSON, and 
McKENWAN participated, was adopted: 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the Secretary of the Navy be directed to order Lieut. Wilkes to 
retain in his possession, until further action on the subject, all 
the charts, maps, and journals of the exploring expedition. 


Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL reported, from the 
Committee of Ways and Means, several private 
bills. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST made an ineffectual mo- 
tion to have the Committee of the Whole dis- 
charged from the consideration of the bill for pre- 
serving tbe curiosities, &c., brought by the explo- 
ring expedition. 

Mr. REYNOLDS presented the papers estab- 
lishing the claim of $50 each to John Hewett and 
C. Tunnell, of Green county, Hlinois, for services 
performed in the Black Hawk war as expresses: 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 


REPORTS ON THE VETO. 


Mr. ADAMS, from the select committee ap- 
pointed to take into consideration the reasons of 
the President for refusing his assent to the bill ea- 
titled “An act to provide revenue from imports, 
and to change and modify existing laws imposing 
duties on imports, and for other purposes,” said 
he was instructed by the majority of the commit- 
tee to make a report. 

Mr. GILMER said be, also, had a report and a 
„protest against the course of the majority of the 
committee. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL likewise signified kis 
intention to make a report. 

_ Mr. ADAMS said he desired to read his report 
himself. [Cries of “Let the Clerk read if)” “We 
can’t hear him.”] 

Mr. BARNARD objected to the motion of the 
gentleman from Virginia, [Mr _GiLmer.] 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Virgin- 
ia has made no motion. [Laughter] The Chair 
will endeavor to see the rules of order preserved. 
The Clerk will read the report. 

Mr. ADAMS I wish to read it myself, 

Mr. WISE said he should insist that every rule 
applied to the minority, should also govern the 
majority, Ifany indulgence was granted to the 
majority, he should claim the same for the mi- 
Rority, 

The SPEAKER said that whatever indulgence 
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was allowed to the chairman of the committee 
would be granted to the other members of the com- 
mittee. : 

Mr. ANDREWS objected to its being consider- 
ed as a favor that Mr. Apams should be allowed 
to read his report. 

Mr. ADAMS was about commencing,. when 

Mr. WISE requested him to come up to the 
Clerk’s desk, and read from thence, so that all 
might hear. 

Mr. ADAMS declined moving 
He then read his report as follows: 


The select committee, to whom was referred the mes- 
sage of the President of the United States, return- 
ing to this House the act, which originated in it, 
“to provide revenue from imports, and to change 
and modify existing laws imposing duties on ime 
ports, and for other purposes,” with his objections to 
il, with instructions to report thereon to the House, 
have attended to that service, and respectfully report: 
The message is the last of a series of executive 

measures, the result of which has been to defeat 

and nullify the whole action of the legislative au- 
thority of this Union, upon the most important in- 
terests of the nation. 

At the accession of the late President Harrison, 
by election of the people, to the executive chair, 
the finances, the revenue, and the credit of the 
country, were found in a condition so greatly dis- 
ordered, and so languishing, that the first act of his 
administration was to call a special session of Con- 
gtess, to provide a remedy for this distempered 
State of the great body politic. It was even then 
a disease of no sudden occurrence, and of no ordi- 
nary malignity. Four years before, the immediate 
predecessor of General Harrison had been con- 
strained to resort to the same expedisnt—a special 
session of Congress ; the result of which had only 
proved the first of a succession of palliatives, pur- 
chasing momentary relief at the expense of deeper- 


seated disease and aggravated symptoms, growing ` 


daily more intense through the whole four years of 
that administration. It had expended, from year 
to year, from $8,000,000 to $10,000,000 beyond 
its income; absorbing, in that period, nearly 
$10,000,000 pledged for deposites with the States, 
$8,000,000 of stock in the Bank of the United 
States, from $5,000,000 to $6,000,000 of trust 
funds, and as much treasury notes; and was sink- 
ing under the weight of its own improvidence and 
incompetency. 

The sentence of a suffering people bad com- 
manded a change in the administration, and the 
contemporaneous elections throughout the Union 
had placed in both Houses cf Congress majorities, 
the natural exponenis of the principles which it 
was the wi!l of the people should be substituted in 
the administration of their Government, instead of 
those which had brought the country to a e.ndition 
of such wretchedness and shame. There was 
perfect harmony cf principle between the chosen 
President of the people and this majority, thus 
constituted in both Houses of Congress; and the 
first act of his administration was, to call a special 
session of Congress, for their deliberation and ae- 
tion upon the measures indispenvably necessary for 
relief to the public distress, and to retrieve the 
prosperity of tho great community of the nation. 

On the 31st day of May, 1841, within three 
months after the inauguration of President Har- 
rison, the Congress assembled athis call. Bat the 
reins of the exccutive car were aiready in other 
hands. By an insertable decree of Providence, 
the chief of the peopie’s choice, in harmony with 
whose principies the majorities of both Houses had 
been constifnted, was laid low in death. T'he 
President who ked called ihe mecting of Congress, 
was no longer the President when the Congress 
met, A succestor to the office had assumed the 
tile, wih totally different principles, though pro- 
fessing the same at the time of his election, which, 
far from harmonizing, like those of his immediate 
predecessor, with the majority of both Houses of 
Congress, were zoon disclosed in diameirical op- 
position to them. 

The first development of this new and most un- 
fortunate condition of the General Government was 
manifested, by the failure, once and again, of the 


from his seat. 


first great measure intended by Congress to restore 
the credit of the country, by the ‘establishment 
of a national bank—a failure caused exclusively 
by the operation of the veto power by the Presi- 
dent. In the spirit of the Constitution of the, Uni- 
ted States, the executive is not only separated from 
the legisiative power, but made dependent upon, 
and responsible to it. Until a very recent period 
cf our history, all reference, in ether House of 
Congress, to the opinions or wiskes of the Presi- 
dent, relating to any subject in deliberation before 
them, was regarded as an outrage upon the rights of 
the deliberative body, among the first of whose 
duties it is to spurn the influence of the dispenser 


of patronage and power. Until very recently, it - 


was sufficient greatly to impair the influence of 
any member to be suspected of personal sub: ery- 
iency 10 the Executive; and any allusion to his wishes, 
in debate, was deemed a departure not less from 
decency than fromorder. An anxious desire to ac- 
commodate the action of Congress to the opinions 
and wishes of Mr. Tyler had led to modifications 
of the first bill for the establishment of a national 
bank, presented to him for his approval, widely 
differing from the opinions entertained of their ex- 


pediency by the majority of both Houses of Con- . 


gress; but which failed to obtain that approval for 
the sake of which they had been reluctantly adopt- 
ed. A second attempt ensued, under a sense of 
the indispensable necessity of a fiiscal corporation 
to the revenues and credit of the nation, to pre- 
pare an act to which an informal intercourse and 
communication between a member of the House, 
charged with the duty of preparing the bill, and 
the President of the United States himself, might 
secure, by compliance with his opinions, a pledge 
in advance of bis approval of the biil, when it 
should be presented to him. That pledge was ob- 
tained. The bili was presented to him in the very 
terms which he had preseribed as necessary to ob- 
tain his sanction, and it met the same fate with its 
predecessor; and it is remarkable that the rea- 
sons assigned for the refusal to approve the second 
bill are in direct and immediate conflict with those 
ars had been assigned for the refusal to sign the 
rst. 

Thus the measure first among those deemed by 
the Legislature of the Union indispensably neces- 
sary for ‘he salvation of its highest interests, and 
for the restoration of its credit, its honor, its pros- 
perily, was prostrated, defeated, annulled, by the 
weak and wavering obstinacy of one man, acci 
dentally, and not by the will of the pecple, invest- 
ed with that terrible power—as if prophetically de- 
scribed by one of his own chosen ministers, at this 
day, as “ihe right to deprive the people of self- 
government,” 


The first consequence of this executive legisla- 
tion was not only to prostrate the efforts of the 
Legislature itself, to relieve the people from their 
distress, to replenish tae exhausted treasury, and 
cal} forth the resources of the country, to redeem 
the publie faith to the fulfilment of the national en- 
gagemenis, but to leave all the burdens and em- 
barrassinents of the public treasury, brought upon 
it by the improvidence of the preceding adminis- 
tration, bearing upon the people with aggravated 
pressure. Phe fatal error of the preceding admin- 
istration had been an excess of expenditure beyond 
its income. That excess had been an average of 
eight millions of dollars a year, at least, during the 
four years of its existence. “fhe praciical system 
of its fiscal operations had been a continued in- 
crease of expenditures and diminution of revenues; 
and it left, asa bequest to its successor, no effective 
reduction of expenses, but a double reduction of 
revenue to the amount of millions, to occur of 
course, by the mere lapse of time, unless avert- 
ed, within fifteen months, by subsequeat legisla- 
tion. 

By the double exercise of the Presidential inter- 
dict upon the two bills for establishing a national 
bank, this legislaticn was prevented. The excess 
ef expenditures beyond the revenue continued and 
iccreased. The double reduction of revenue pres 
scribed by the compromise of 1833, was suffered 
to take its full effect; no reduction of the expendi- 
tures bad been prescribed; and in the course of 
eighteen months, since the inauguration of Presi. 
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dent Harrison, an addition of at least fifteen mil- 
lions to the enormous deficit already existing in the 
‘treasury at the close of the last Administration, is 
now charged upon the prevailing party in Con- 
gress, by those who had made it the law; while the 
exercise of the veto power alone disabled the Legis- 
Jature itself from the power of applying the only 
remedy which it was within the competency of 
legislation itself to provide. : 

The great purpose for which the special session 
of Congress had been ealled was thus defeated by 
the exercise of the veto power. At the meeting of 
Congress, at the regular annual session, the majori- 
ties of both Houses, not yielding to the discourage- 
ment of disappointed hopes and baffled energies, 
undertook the task of raising, by impost duties, a 
revenue adequate to the necessities of the treas- 
ury, and to the fulflment of the national obliga- 
tions. 

By the assidusus and unremitting labors of the 
committees of both Houses charged with the du- 
ties of providing fort the necessities of the reve- 
nue, and for the great manufacturing interest of 
the Northern, Central, and Western States, which 
must be so deeply affected by any adjustment 
of a tarif to raise exclusively a revenue adequate 
to the necessary expenses of the Government from 
duties on imports, a tariff bill, believed to be 
nearly, if not wholly, sufficient for that purpose, 
was elaborated and amply discussed, through a 
long series of weeks, in both branches of the Legisla- 
ture. The process of gestation, through which 
alone such a complicated system could be organ- 
ized, necessarily consumed many months of time; 
nor were the committees or the House exempted 
from severe reproach, which the purchased presses 
of the Executive Chief are even yet casting upon 
Congress, without rebuke or restraint from him. 
The delays were occasioned by the patient and un- 
wearied investigation of the whole sutject by the 
appropriate committees. As the period approached 
when the so-called compromise tariff was to be 
consummated, leaving the Government without 
any revenue tariff sanctioned by tue law, the pru- 
dence of Congress, without precipitating their de- 
cision upon the permanent system which they 
fondly hoped to establish, provided and sent to the 
President a temporary expedient, limited in its op- 
eration to the space of one month; during which, 
to avoid, as they thought, the possibility of a col- 
lision with the apprehended antipathies of the Pres- 
ident, they had suspended for the same month the 
distribution of the proceeds of the saies of public 
lands; which, by a previous law, was to take effect 
the day after the expiration of the compromise. 

` Not only was this most conciliatory measure con- 
temptuously rejected, but, in total disregard of the 
avowed opinicns of his own Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, concurring with those nearly unanimous of all 
the most eminent lawyers of the iand, in solitary 
reliance upon the hesitating opinion of the Attor- 
ney General, he has undertaken not only to levy 
taxes to the amount of millions upon tae people, 
but to prescribe regulations for its collection, and 
for ascertaining the value of imported merchan- 
dise, which the Jaw bad, in express terms, reserved 
for the legislative action of Congress. 


And now, to crown this system of continual and 
unrelenting exercise of executive legislation by 
the alternate gross abuse of constitutional power, 
and bold assumption of powers never vested in 
him by any law, we come to the veto message re- 
ferred by the House to this committee. 

A comparative review of the four several vetoes 
which, in the course of fifteen months, have sus- 
pended the legislation of this Union, combined with 
that amphibious production, the reasons for ap- 
Proving and signing a Dill, and at the same time 
striking, by judicial construction, at its most im- 
portant enactment, ilustrated by contemporaneous 
effusions of temper and of sentiment divulged at 
convivial festivals, and obtruded upen the public 
eye by the fatal friendship of sycophant private 
correspondents, and stripped to its naked nature 
by the repeated and daring assumption both of je- 
Rislative and of judicial power, would present 
anomalies of character and conduct rarely seen 
upon earth. Such an investigation, though strici- 
ly within the scope of the instructions embraced in 
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the reference to this committee, would require a 
voruminous report, which the scantiness of time 
will not allow, and which may not be necessary for 
maturing the judgment of the House upon the doc- 
ument now before them. 

The reasons assigned by the President for re- 
tarning to the House of Representatives, with his 
objections, the bill to provide revenue from im- 
ports, and fo change and modify existing laws im- 
posing du‘ies, and for other purposes, are preceded 
by a brief dissertation upon the painfal sensations 
which any individual invested with the veto power 
must feel in exercising it upon important acis 
of the Legislature. The paragraph is worded 
with extreme caution, and with obvious in- 
tent to avoid the assertion, made in such broad 
and unqualified terms in the letter read at the 
Philadelphia Independence-day dinner party, that 
Congress ean enact no law without the concur- 
rence of the Executive. There is in this paper a 
studious effort to save any individual from the im- 
putation of asserting the unqualitied independence 
of the Executive upon the Legislature, and the 
impotence ef Congress to enact any law without 
him. That assertion, made in so explicit and un- 
qualified terms in the Philadelphia letter, is here 
virtually disclaimed and disavowed. The exer- 
cise of some independence of judgment, in regard 
to all acts of legislation, by any individual invested 
with the veto power, is here curtailed and nar- 
rowed down to the mere privilege of not yielding 
his well-considered, most deeply fixed, and re- 
peatedly declared opinions on matters of great 
public concernment, to thcse of a co-ordinate de- 
partment, without requesting that department se- 
riously to re-examine the subject of their differ- 
ence. The co-ordinate department to the Legisla- 
ture is no longer the co-ordinate branch ef the 
Legislature The power of Congress to enact a 
law without the co-operation ef any individual 
Executive, is conceded—not merely by unavoidable 
inference; for the closing paragraph of the mes- 
sage, recurring again to the same troublesome re- 
miniscence, observes that, after all, the effect of 
what he does is substantially to call on Congress 
to reconsider the subject. Ii, on such reconsidera- 
tion, a majority ot two-thirds of both Houses 
should be in favor of this measure, it will become 
a law, notwithstanding his objections. The truism 
of this remark may, perhaps, be accounted for by 
the surmise that it was a new discovery, made 
since the writing of the Philadelphia dinner-party 
letter; and ihe modest presumption ascribed to the 
Constitution, that the Executive can commit no 
error of opinion unless two-thirds of both branches 
of the Legislature are in conflict with him, is tem- 
pered by the amiable assurance that, ia that event, 
he will cheerfully acquiesce in a result which 
would be precisely the same whether he should ac- 
guiesce in itor not. The aptitude of this hypo- 
thetical position may be estimated by the ca’cula- 
tion of the chances that the contingency whieh it 
supposes is within the verge cf pessibility. 

The reasons assigned by the President for his 
objections to this bul are further preceded by a nar- 
rative of his antecedent opinions and communica- 
tions on the subject of distributing the proceeds of 
the sales of the public lands. He admits that, at 
the opening of the extra session, he recommended 
such a disiribation, but he avers that this recom- 
rendation was expressly coupled with the condition 
that the duties on imports should not exceed the 
ratecf twenty per cent, provided by the com- 
promise act of 1833. 

Who could imagine that, after this most em- 
phatic coupling of the revenue from duties of im- 
post, with revenue from the preceeds ofthe sales 
of the publie lands, the fret and paramount objec- 
tion of the President to this bill should be, that it 
unites two subjects which, so far from having any 
affinity to one another, sre wholly incongruous in 
their character ; which two subjects are identically 
theseme with those which ke had coupled together in 
his recdmmendation to Congress ai the extra session? 
It there was no affinity between the parties, why cid 
he join them toge:her? if the union was ilegiti- 
mate, who was the administering priest of the an- 
ballowed rites? It is objected to this bill, that it is 
both a revenue and an appropriation bili? Whai 
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then? Is not the aet of September -4, 1841, ap- 
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proved and signed by the President himself, both a 
revenue and an appropriation bill? Does it not 
enact that, in the event of an insufficiency of im- 
post duties, not exceeding twenty per centum ad 
valorem, to defray the current expenses of the Gov- 
ernment, the proceeds of the sales of the lands - 
shall be levied as part of the same revenue, and 
appfopriated to the seme purposes? ‘The ap- 
propriation of the proceeds of- the sales of 
the public lands, to defray the ordinary ex- 
penditures of the Government, is believed to 
be a system of fiscal management unwise, 
impolitic, improvident, and unjust; and it -is 
precisely for that reason that the bill now before 
the House provides that they shail not be se appro- 
priated. The public lands are the noble and inap- 
preciable inberitance of the whole nation.. The 
sale of them to individuals is nota tax upon the 
purchaser, but an exchance of equivalents, scarce- 
ly more burdensome to the grantee than if he 
should receive it as a gratuitous donation. To ap- 
propriate the proceeds of the sales to defray the or- 
dinary expenses of the Government, is to waste 
and destroy the property. This property is held 
by Congress fn trust. Mr. Tyler speaks of the 
distribution as if it was giving away the property. 
It is precisely the reverse. It isrestoring it to the 
owner. To appropriate the proceeds to defray the 
current expenditures, isto give it up to dilapida- 
tion and waste. It is, in political economy, pre- 
cisely the same as if an individual landhelder 
should seil off, year after year, parcels of his es- 
tate, and consume its proceeds in the payment of 
his household expenses. The first principle of po- 
litical economy necessary for a nation is to raise, 
by taxation, within the year, the whole sum re- 
quired for the expenditures of that year. Every 
departure from this principle is a step in the path 
of national bankruptcy and ruin. The daily de- 
mands of the treasury must be supplied by the ine 
come derived from taxation by the year, and not 
by the dissipation of the common property. 


The second reason of the President for objecting 
to the passage of this bil!, is not more ponderous 
than the first. It is the destitute and {embarrassed 
state of the treasury, and the impolicy, if not un- 
constitutionality, of giving away a fruitful source 
of revenue, which, if retained, may be seized by 
the Government, and applied to meet its daily 
wants. Butthe President had just told us that 
this fruitful source of revenue was asubject wholly 
dissimilar in its character from that of revenue 
raised by duties of impost-eso dissimilar, that the 
union of them formed in his mind an insurmounta- 
ble objection to the passage of the bill. “I most 
respectfully submit (says the message) whether 
this is a time to give away the proceeds of the land 
sales, when the public lands constitute a fund 
which, of all others, may be made most useful in 
sustaining the publie credit.” And how could it 
be made thus useful? Precisely by giving them 
away. By giving them away forever! For, if the 
principle be once established, that the proceeds of 
the sales of the publie lands shail be substituted in 
the piace of revenue, by taxation, to defray the or- 
Ginary annual expenses of the National Govern- 
ment, never more will the people of any Siate in 
this Union have the benefit of one dollar from this 
richest of mines of inexhaustible wealth, bestowed 
upon tbem by their bountiful Creator, for the im- 
provement of their own condition; bat given away 
—yes, to the last cent, given away forever—to pama 
per the reckless extravagance of a Government 
forever preaching retrenchment and economy, 
and forever heaping million upon million of annu- 
al expenditures “to suckle armies and dry-nurse 
the land.” 

The commitice submit to the House their uahes- 
tating opinion, that the appropriation of any part 
of the proceeds of the sales of the public lands to 
the ordinary annual expenditures would be the 
only effectual and irreirievable giving away of that 
great and inestimable inheritance of the American 
people; that, if once that growing and inexhaust- 
ible fand shall be doomed to form the whole or 
any part of the ways and means for the annual esti- 
maies of the receipts and. expenditures of the Na- 
tional Government, the people may bid farewell—a 


long farewell—to every hope of ever receiving a. 
dollar’s-useful improvement from that gift of God 
to them, thus cruelly and perfidiously wrested from 
their hands. 


: Nineteen of the States of this Union, in the ar- 
dent-—-perhaps, in some cases, inconsiderately ar- 
- dent—pursait of this improvement of their own 
condition, have become involved-——some of them 
heavily involved—in debt. The greatest portion of 
this debt has | been contracted for the accomplish- 
ment:of stupendous works, to expedite and facili- 
tate the intercourse of travel and of trade between 
the remotest extremes of this great Republic, 
swarming, from year to year, with redoubling mil- 
Hions.of population. It is-no exaggerated estimate 
ofthe value of these works to say that, the saving 
of time, of labor, and of expense, to individual 
citizens of the Union, enjoying the benefit of these 
public works, more than repays, in every single 
year, the whole cost of their construction. 

‘But; while there immense benefits have been 
thus secured to the people, 8s a community of in- 
dividuals, the States which authorized them have 
contracted a burden of liabilities heavier than they 
are able to bear. They need the assistance of-a 
friendly and powerful hand; and where should they 
find it but in the sympathies of the National Gov- 
ernment?—in their fidelity to the trust committed 
to their charge in this immense and almost bound- 
less public domain? The application of the pro- 
ceeds of the public lands to alleviate the burden of 
these debts pressing upon the people of almost all 
the States, is, if not the only, the mest unexcep- 
tionable mode of extending the mighty arm of the 
Union to relieve the people of the States from the 
pressure of the burden bearing upon them—a re- 
lief consisting only of the distribution among them 
of their own property—a relief furnishing them the 
means of paying to the United States themselves 
no inconsiderable portion of the debts due from the 
States to them; so that, by one and the same op- 
eration, the people of the States will be relieved 
from the intolerable pressure of their debt, and the 
common treasury of the Union will receive back 
in payment of debt no small part of the same sums 
allotted to the States as their respective portions of 
the distribution, 


The committee regret that the shortness of the 
time which they have allowed themselves for the 
preparation of this report constrains them to pass 
over numerous other considerations, amounting to 
the clearest demonstration that the distribution 
among the States of the proceeds of the sales of the 
public lands will be infinitely more conducive to 
the ends of justice, and tothe relief of the people 
from their embarrassments, than the devotion of 
the same funds to be swallowed up in the insatiate 
gulf of the ordinary annual expenses of the Fed- 
eral Government; to perish, in the using, like the 
nine millions of the fourth instalment promised to 
the States, the seven or cight millions of stock in 
the Bank of the United Siates, and the five or six 
millions of Indian trust and navy pension funds— 
all sunk, during the Van Buren Administration, 
without leaving a wreck behind. 

This review of the reasons of the President for 
objecting to the passage of the bill might be ex- 
tended far more into detail, and all leading to the 
conclusion that they are feeble, inconsistent, and 
‘unsatisfactory. It remains only for the House to 
take, by ycas and nays, the question upon the final 
passage of ibe bill; and as the majority of the com- 
mittee cannot indulge, even hypothetically, the ab- 
surd hope of a majority either in this or the other 
House of Congress competent to ihe enactment of 
the bill into a law, they leave the House to deter- 
mine what further measure they may deem neces- 
sary and practicable, by the legislative authority, 
in the present calami:ous condition of the country. 

They perecive that the whole legislative power 
of the Union has been, for the last fifleen months, 
with regard to the action of Congress upon meas- 
ures of vital importance, in a state of suspended 
animation, strangled by the five times repeated 
stricture of the executive cord. They observe that, 
under these nnexampled obstructions to the exer- 
cise of their high and legitimate duties, they- have 
„hitherto preserved the most respecifal forbearance 
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towards the executive chief; that while he has, 
time after time, annulled, by the mere ect of his 
will, their commission from the people to enact 
laws for the common welfare, they have forborne 
even the expression of their resentment for. these 
multiplied insults and injuries. They believed 
they had a high destiny to fulfil, by administering 
to the people, in the form of law, remedies for the 
sufferings which they had too long endured. The 
will of one man has frustrated all their labors, and 
prostrated all their powers. The majority of the 
committee believe that the case has occurred, in the 
annals of our Union, contemplated by the founders 
of the Constitution by the grant to the House of 
Representatives of the power to impeach the Pres- 
ident of the United States; but they are aware that 
the resort to that expedient might, in the present 
condition of public affairs, prove aboriive. They 
see that the irreconcilable difference of opinion and 
of action between the legislative and executive de- 
partments of the Government is but sympathetic 
with the same discordant views and feelings among 
the people. ‘Fo them alone the final issue of the 
struggle must be left. In the sorrow and mortifi- 
cation under the failure of all their labors to redeem 
the honor and prosperity of their country, it is a 
cheering consolation to them that the termination 
of their own official existence is at hand; that they 
are even now about to return to receive the sen- 
tence of their constituents upon themselves; that 
the legislative power of the Union, crippled and 
disabled as it may now be, is about to pass, reno- 
vated and revivified by the will of the people, into 
other bands, upon whom will devolve the task of 
providing that remedy for the public distempers 
which their own honest and agonizing energies 
have in vain endeavored to supply. 


The power of the present Congress to enact laws 
essential to the welfare of the people has been 
struck with apoplexy by the Executive hand. Sub- 
mission to his will, is the cniy condition upon 
which he will permit them to act. For the enact- 
ment of a measure earnestly recommended by 
himself, he forbids their action, unless coupled with 
a condition declared by himself to be oa a subject 
so totally different that he wiil not suffer them to 
be coupled in the same law. With that condition, 
Congress cannot comply. In this state of things, 
hə has assumed, as the committee fully believe, 
the exercise of the whole legislative power to h'm- 
self, and is levying millions of money upon the 
people, without any authority of Jaw. But the 
final decision of this question depends neither upon 
legislative nor executive, but upon judicial au- 
thority; nor can the final decision of the Supreme 
Court upon it be pronounced before the close of the 
present Congress. In the mean time, the abusive 
exercise of the constitutional power of the Presi- 
dent to arrest the action of Congress upon meas- 
ures vital to the welfare of the people, has wrought 
cenviction upon the minds of a majority of the 
committee, that the veto power itself must be re- 
strained and modified by an amendment of the 
Constitution iʻself:a resolution fer which they ac- 
cordingly herewith respectiully report. 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, 
JOHN M. BOTTS, 
JAMES COOPER, 

K. RAYNER. 

THOMAS J CAMPBELL. 
TRUMAN SMITH. 

F. GRANGER. 

H. S LANE. 

JEREMIAH MORROW. 
J. A. PEARCE. 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
(two-thirds of both Houses concurring therein,) That 
the followingamendment of the Constitution of the 
United States, in the seventh see icn of the first ar- 
ticle, be recommended to the Legisla‘ures of the 
several States, which, cn the adoption of the same 
by three-fourths of the said Legislatures, shall be- 
come pari and parcel of the Constitution: 

Instead of the words “two-thirds,” twice repeated 
in the second paragraph of the said seventh sec- 
tion, substitute, in both cases, the words “a major- 
ity of the whole number,” 
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Mr. GILMER rose to present a report froma m 
nority of the committee. : 
Mr. ADAMS was understood to inquire wheth: 
er reporis were made by the minority of the com: 
mittee. - oa 
The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. s 
Mr. PROFFIT rose to a point of order. The 
gentleman from Virginia had the floor; and he obs: 
jected, therefore, to any motion from the gentle; 
man from Massachusetts. ; 
The SPEAKER replied that the gentleman fiom 
Massachusetts bad the floor. : 
Objections were made by several gentlemen, 
who alleged that the gentleman from Virginia. 
[Mr. Gitmer] had been recognised by the Chair.: 
Mr. ADAMS, however, proceeded ; and moved 
that the three reports be printed ; and that the reso- 
lution which he had reported from the majority of 
the committee be made the special order for to- $ 
morrow at 12 o’clock, : 
Mr. RAYNER moved the previous question.” | 
[Murmurs of dissatisfaction. J os 
Mr. W. C. JOHNSON rose to a question of or- 
der; which was, that, according to the Constitution, 
the first matter which the House would have to 
dispose of would be the bill now on the table; and, 
therefore, he submitted that the motion of the gen- 
tleman from Massachusstts [Mr. ADAMS] was not. j 
inorder, and ought not to have precedence over the < ġ 
bill itself. 
The SPEAKER explained that he had not de- 4 
cided the motion to be carried, but as merely be- 
fore the House. a 
Mr, GILMER (who still retained the floor) was. 
loudly called upon to read his report, and he ace 
cordingly read the following: 


PROTEST AND COUNTER REPORT OF | 
THOMAS W. GILMER. j 


One of the minority of the Select Committee on the! 
objections of the President toa bill to provide rev. | 
enue, &c. : 
The undersigned, a member of the select eom- : 

mittee to whom the objections of the President to’ 

the bill entitled “A bill to provide revenue from: ! 
imports, and to change and modify existing laws.’ 
imposing duties on imports, and for other pur- 
poses,” were referred, being unable to concur in’ 
the views of the majority of the committee, 
would assign some of tbe reasens which have in- 
fluenced him in coming to a different conclusion. 

He cannot refrain from inquiring for what pur- 

poses this committee has been raised, and protest- -i 

ing against the unprecedented and extraordinary |} 

course which a majority of.the House of Rep- 3 

resentatives have determined to pursue on this oc- 

casion—a course certainly opposed to all the estab- f 

lished usages of our Government; and, as the un- 

dersigned believes, in conflict with the provisions 

of the Constitution. The language of the Conso 1 

stitution is as follows: “Every bill which shall have -t 

passed the House of Representatives and the Sen-.: 

aleshall, before it becomes a law, be presented 
to the President of the United States; if he xpprove, 
he shall sign it; but, if not, he shall return it, 
with his objections, to that House in which it shall 
have originated, who shall enter the objections at. 
large on their journal, and proceed to reconsider 
it. Jf, after such reconsideration, two-thirds of: 
that House shall agree to pass the bill, it shall be 
sent, together with the objections, to the otber. 

House, by which it shall likewise be reconsidered; ` 

and if approved by two-thirds of that House, it 

shall become a law.” : 

The bill in question, having passed both Houses, ©; 
was sent to the President, by whom it was re- 
turned to the House of Representatives, where it 
originated. Insteed of proceeding (as the Consti- 
tution directs) “to reconsider it,” the bill is laid on 
the table, and the President's objeetions are referred 
tc a select committee, In crdinary parliamentary : 
proccedings, where a bill has passed either House »™ 
of Congress, and a motion is made to reconsider +° 
the same, pending such motion, the bill itself (hav- © 
ing once passed) is not before that House for any 
general purpose, and can only be brought again 
within the power of the House by a reconsideration’ 

of the vote on its- passage. A motion, therefore, to- 4 

commit, to postpone, or to lay such bill on the tas a 
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: Continued from No. 58. 
ble, could not attain its object, and therefore could 
not be made.. In this case, the bill had passed both 
Houses, and could not again come under the ac- 
tion of either, except by the express provision of 
the Constitution, _ That provision is mandatory and 
explicit. It prescribes the only legislative action 
which can take place oa the President’s objections 
and the bill, The House is directed “to enter the 
objections at large on their journal, and proceed to 
reconsider it,” (the bill) The question of recon- 
sideration, threefore, is raised by the Constitution. 
It is a reconsideration of the bill—not merely of the 
vote on its passage; it is the only question which is 
raised in reference to the bill, and it is one which 
the House is not at liberty to evade or suppress. 
The objections which the Constitution requires the 
President, if he does not approve, to assign, 
do no more than suspend the bill, which, with- 
“out them, would become a Jaw; and which, 
notwithstanding them, may become a law, if, 
on the reconsideration which is not only per- 
mitted, but prescribed, it is “approved by 
two-thirds.” The Constitution, therefore, clear- 
ly contemplates that when a bill is return- 
ed with objections by the President, it shall be 
subjected to the test of another vote. The import- 
ance attached to this requisilion by the wise and 
patriotic framers of the Constitution, may be in- 
ferred from the provision that “in all sach cases, 
the voles in both Houses shell be determined by 
yeas and nays.” If the Federal Executive had 
been invested with an absolute, instead of a qual- 
ified veto, there would have been no necessity for 
these precawtions, to insure a vote on the recon- 
sideration. Congress are no more at liberty to fail 
or refuse to reconsider the bill returned with ob- 
jections, than the President would be to decline to 
approve or return it with his objections. ‘Fhe bill 
cannot be altered, in any respect, by one or both 
Houses. The House to which it is returned is not 
at liberty to separate the objections from the bill. 
They are to be entered on its journal; and the bill— 
if two-thirds shall pass it—is to be sent, “together 
with the objections, to the otber House.” Before 
„Any bill can become a law, it must be “presented 
to the President.” Ifhe approve, it isa law. If 
he return it, he is bound to state his objections; and 
Congress are not permitted to convert the qualified 
power of the Executive to subject a bill to another 
direct vote on the yeas and nays, into an unqual- 
ifted and absolute veto, as they may effectually do 
by refusing to proceed to the reconsideration, or by 
silently acquiescing in the President’s objections 
without another vote. The objections of a Presi- 
dent operate as a check on the unconstitutional or 
inconsiderate legislation of a mere majority in the 
first instance; and two-thirdz, on the reconsidera- 
tion, are as effectual a check on the veto. 


Under the Constitution, “each House may deter- 
mine the rules of its proceedings,” but, in this par- 
ucular ease, the Constitution itself bas determined 
the rule of proceeding. The question, then, is, 
whether that rule is paramount or inflexible; or 
whether, like ordinary rules, it can be modified, 
suspended, or abrogated. Does the reconsideration 
‘enjoined by the Constitution give the House a 
more extensive power over the bill tban it had 
under its own rules afterits passage? li is not de- 
nied ihat tae reconsideration involves the merits of 
the biil, as well as the force of the Executive objec- 
tions; nor that deliberation and discussion are essen 
tial. Itis maintained, however, ibat the action of 
the House is prescribed, and that it is limited toa 
single object—and that is the reconsideration of the 
bill as it passed both Houses, and as it was return- 
ed from the Executive with his objections. If it 
can be laid on the table, or postponed, or commit- 
ted, it may be withdrawn from the reconsideration 
ef the House by the vote of a mere majority. 
That same majority may refuse to take it up again. 
and thus prevent a vote on the reconsideration, 

. In this instance, a majority have laid the bill on the 
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table, and have refused to take it up. It depends 
on the willof that majority whether it shall be 
taken up and reconsidered at all. They have 
then claimed, and by force of numbers exer- 
cised, an authority which may altogether disre- 
gard and dispense with the positive requisition 
of the Constitution. They have separated the 
bill from the objections. The former may, or 
it may not, be brought to a direct vote on ils 
merits with the yeas and nays. It may be expe- 
dient for the bare majority of four, by which it 
originally passed, to permit this bill to slumber 
forever, under the indirect vote to lay on the table— 
a vote which does not involve the merits of the 
bill, nor meet the requisitions of the Constitution. 
The power to lay on the table, is a power which 
can also commit to a select or standing committee, 
or to acommittee of the whole, where the yeas 
and nays cannot be had, or which can postpone 
indefinitely beyond the session. The power as- 
sumed in these different modes is the same. It is 
the power to control the Constitution by arbitrary 
rules, and by the party vote of a bare majority of 
one Efouse of Congress. The message containing 
the President’s objections bas been referred to this 
committee. The power of the committee does not 
extend beyond the subject referred, Reasons or 
recommendations may be reported, in answer or 
in connexion with the objections; bat it is not com- 
petent for this, or any other committee, constitu- 
tionally to report any measure which will obstruer 
the reconsideration of the bill. The committee 
can, then, neither suggest nor accomplish any 
practical object of legislation, consistent with the 
Constitution. They cannot report an or‘ginal bill, 
or any amendment to the bill now on the table. 
They may recommend an impeachment or a cen- 
sure of the Presideat; but, if this recommendation 
assumes the form of a resolution, the question in 
the House ison the report of the committee, and 
not on the bill. As two questions cannot be voted 
on at once, this question must either supersede the 
reconsideration of the bill, or it must interpose a 
new question, not contemplated by the Constitu- 
tion. 


It is not maintained that the consideration en- 
joined by the Constitution precludes discussion in 
any forma; but that the reconsideration of the bill, 
with the objections, is.imperative, and that it isnot 
within the legitimate power of Congress, by any 
sort of parliamentary device, to avoid it, or to alter 
or modify the direct question presented by the Con- 
stitution, by qualifying or connecting it with any 
other extraneous question. If it be true, then, that 
this committee can report no measure to the House 
affecting the bill which the House is required to 
reconsider, nothing remains which they can do, but 
to present, in the shape of a report, arguments 
which could be as well, if not better, presented in 
debate. This is the most innocent design which 
can be imputed to this movement. It is toimbody 
ina more imposing form, and to present from a 
new point of attack, principles and prejudices 
which have always been hostile to the true spirit 
of the Constitution. Under the specious pretext of 
defending Congress from what is imagined to be 
an attack on their constitutional rights, it is sought 
to strip the other departments of Government 
of powers which the Constitution has confided 
to them; to remove every constitutional obstruc- 
tion to the arbitrary will of Congress; to de- 
strey the equilibrium of our well-considered sys- 
tem of government; and io assume unlimited 
jurisdiction, not only over the co-ordinate branch- 
es, but over the States and the people. En- 
couraged by the present embarrassed condition 
of the country and our public affairs, deriving 
fresh political hopes from the general gloora and 
despendency which their own proceedings have 
cast over the Union, itis attempted to extort from 
the sufferiags of the people some sanction for 
principles of government which their judgment 
has never failed to repudiate. The history of our 


. Government abounds in examples of conflicts be- 
tween the several departments. . It has sometimes 
happened that all the departments combined to 
overthrow the Constitution, and; but for the intelli- 
gence of the people, and the ¢ontrolling power. of 
the suffrage, in restoring. the supremacy of the 
Constitution over the Legislature, the Executive, 
and the Judiciary, such combinations must have 
been fatal to our institutions. While it is the priv- 
ilege and the duty of every citizen to arraign 
either department of the Government, or any pub- 
lic officer, for infidelity to the Constitution and 
the laws, it is neither wise, just, nor patriotic, for 
one of those departments to impair the confidence 
or the harmony which should subsist between the 
separate branches of the public service, by foment- 
ing prejudices and discord. They are all agents of 
the people. Their duties are prescribed by a law. 
which all acknowledge as supreme. 5 

Without inquiring into the motives which in- 
duced the framers of the Constitution to distribute 
the powers of. our government as they have done, 
and to confer the particular power in question on 
the Executive; and without reviewing the actual 
experience of the Government, as to what (from 
a supposed analogy, not at all obvicus, to certain 
powers in other Governments) is commouly called 
the veto power, it is natural that the mind should 
approve or condemn the exercise of this power, ac- 
cording to its interests, opinions, or prejudices, on 
the subject to which it is applied. This is true, 
not only as to this, but as to all other powers of 
Government. Zeal in the pursuit of some cherish- 
ed object of interest or ambition induces some men 
not only to complain when they are thwarted by 
what they easily believe to be an improper exer- 
cise of power, but to make war on the established. 
forms of government, and to seek, by revolution 
or radical change, what they cannot lawfally ob- 
tain. The disposition, which has been recently 
manifested to some extent, to disturb the well- 
adjusted checks of the Constitution, by claiming 
powers for Congress which that instrument does 
not confer, or by denying to'a co-ordinate branch 
of Government powers which it does confer, in 
order to establish a particular system of party po- 
licy, or to carry an election, must be regarded with 
deep regret and serious apprehension by the peo- 
ple—those whose province it is to judge, and who, 
free from the biasof mere party politics, can thiak 
and feel and act under the superior influences of 
patriotism. Oar Government has survived the 
shock of many severe political contests, because 
hitherto these contests have involved only a dif- 
ference of opinion as to the principles and policy 
of the Government, as organized. It has been 
deemed unwise, as well as dangerous, to exaspe~ 
rate Jocal or general prejudices against the acknowl- 
edged forms of the Government, and to enlist the 
spirit of revolation as an auxiliary to the spirit of 
party. 

It has been lately proposed to abolish the powers 
resulting to the Executive from the clause of the 
Constitution already cited. There is no evidence of 
any disposition to second this purpose, either on 
the part of Congress itself, or on the part of the 
States. Despairing of any peaceful change, it isnow 
proclaimed that this power is so dangerous to lib- 
erty as to jastify an appeal to arms. This is 
urged by those who desire to secure the enact- 
meni of measures believed probably by a majority 
of the people of the United States, and certainly 
by the present Executive, to be either unconsti- 
tutional, or grossly inexpedient and injurious. To 
obtain the charter for a national bank, when there 
are few bold enough to believe that any prudent 
man would hazard his capital or bis confidence 
under the charter, or still further to impoverish 
an already empty and indebted treasury, it is pro- 
posed to abolish, by amending the Constitution, or 
by ravolution, one of the checks by which the Ex- 
ecutive Department is authorized to arest the un- 
constitutional measures of Congress. A double 
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innovate n is meditated against the. Constitution, 
and violence is iavoked.to-annul one of its Execu- 
tive barriers, because it is an obstacle to the cen- 
croachments the Legislature. If the veto pow- 
er, as it is called, were abolished in the Executive, 
it wouid remain in. the Judiciary; unconstitutional 
legistation might still. be arrested there, and -it 
would not be in the power of two-thirds to control 
the decisions of the Supreme Court. Hence it is, 
perhaps, that distrust has been recently so emphat- 
ically expressed as to the competency of that court 
to decide: on questions which have unfortunately 
e arisen.as to the authority of the Government to col- 
lect any revenue since the 20th of June last. The 
objects of those who believe that certain measures 
of party policy are of more consequence than the 
present organization of our Government, can cnly 
be partially accomplished by abrogating the veto 
of the Executive. There remains, besides the 
veto of the Judiciary, the veto of the people. All 
the powers of our Government, into whatever 
hands.they may. be distributed, must be exercised 
under responsibility to the laws and to popular 
Gpinicn. When a President returns a bill to either 
House of Congress, with his objections, he is re- 
sponsible to the law, to all its penalties, and, like 
every Representative of a State ora district, he is 
responsible also to the people. These are the great 
checks of our system; and they are serving the 
most important end for which they have been es- 
tablishe@, when they restrain the licentious ambi- 
tion which is chafed only by constitutions, by laws, 
or by the popular will. 

For the first time in the history of our institu- 
tions, they are exposed to a novel experiment. Ít 
is, nevertheless, one contemplated by the Constitu- 
‘tion. It is to be tried under very peculiar circum- 
stances. Itremains to be seen whether a Vice 
President, called, in the regular order of events, to 
the chief executive office, can administer the Gov- 
ernment without a party pledged in advance to ap- 
prove or to oppose his administration; or, in other 
words, whether the vigor and security of our Gov- 
ernment abide in the Constitution and laws, or in a 
mere party. With regard to the constitutional 
convictions of the present incumbent of the execu- 
tive office, on some of the subjects to which they 
have been applied, it is undoubtedly true that they 
were known to those by whom he was nominated 
and elected to the second office of the Government, 
and by many of whom he is now bitterly de- 
nounced for being what they, in the election, pro- 
claimed him to be. With regard to the exercise of 
the veto power in this instance, a recurrence to a 
few facts of public notoriety and recent date will 
enable an impartial public to decide. 


Before the death of the Jate President, his proc- 
lamation had issued, convening Congress in extra 
session. The necessity for this was alleged to ex- 
ist in the state of our finances. Congress assem- 
bled on the 31st of May, 1841. It bas been in 
session, with the interval of rather more than two 
months, ever since. Various expedients were re- 

~ sorted to, during the extra session, to enable the 
Government to meet its engagements and defray 
its ordinary current expenses. Since that period, 
the pay of the army, the navy, and the civil list, 
has been frequently suspended, from the utter 
destiiution of the treasury. Loans authorized by 
Congress have failed to be. negotiated on any 
terms. Treasury notes of Government have de- 
preciated, and been returned by the needy public 
creditor under protest. Every device to sustain 
the sinking credit of the Government, short of a 
direct tax, bas failed; and this, at a period when 
our foreign relations were eminently precarious. 

The distribution of the proceeds of the public 
lands from the treasury of the United States to the 
treasuries of the States was among the earliest 
measures urged at the extra session. A loan for 
$12,080,000 had been authorized for the relief of 


the national treasury, but not negotiated, when a + 


bill distributing the proceeds of the public lands 
passed both Houses of Congress, and, with the ap- 
probation of the Executive, became a law. It 
contained a clause without which it could never 
have obtained either the legislative or the execu- 
tive sanction, providing, in view of the embar- 
rassed condition of the treasury, that, whenever the 


- daties on any article off 


/ portation ex- 
ceedéd 20 per cent., the distribution to the States 
should cease, and the proceeds of the lands should 
again be applied to pay the debis and defray the 
expenses of the Federal Government. | A revenue 
bill also passed at tbe extra session, raising the du- 
ties on most articles which were free under the 
compromise of 1833 to 20 per cent. This bill was 
framed with the design to avoid any conflict with 
the 20 per cent. principle of the compromise of 
1833, or with the 20 per eent. condition in the dis- 
tribution act. 


At the commencement of the present session, 
the President, in his annual message, apprized 
Congress that there would be a deficit in the treas- 
ury on the Ist of January, 1842, of $627,557 90. 
Ata subsequent period of this session, he urged on 
Congress, in a special message, the inability of the 
treasury to meet the demands created against it by 
appropriations which Congress had made, the ne- 
cessity of providing adequate means to sustain 
the Government by an increase of duties on im- 
ports, and every other means within their power. 
He also recommended the repeal of the distribu- 
tion act, and a pledge of the land fund for the 
redemption of the public debt. Though less than 
half of the $12,000,000 loan authorized by the act 
of 1841-had been taken, and though Congress 
found itself under the necessity, at an early period 
of this session, of authorizing an issue of $5,000,000 
of treasury notes, in addition to the loan of 
$12,000,000; yet no revenue bill was reported until 
the 3d day of June, 1842, after Congress had been 
in session six months, and when the country was 
looking anxiously for an adjournment. Congress 
had gone on meanwhile to appropriate many mil- 
lions of dollars, which the Government did not 
possess, and which it could not obtain without the 
agency of the Legislative Department. The rev- 
enue bill was reported on the 3dof June, and 
taken up, for the first time, in Committee of the 
Whole, on the 8th of June. 

The final reduction of duties to 20 per cent. un- 
der the compromise of 1833, was to take effect on 
the 30:h of June; and then the distribution under 
the act of 1841 was to commence, provided the 
duties were not raised beyond 20 percent. On the 
7th of June, the Committee of Ways and Means, 
which had reported the revenue bill on the 3d, 
brought in what was called a provisional bill, the 
ostensible object of which was to provide for a 
temporary collection of duties until time could be 
afforded for the passage of the general revenue bill. 
The necessity for seme such measure was alleged 
to exist, on account of a doubt whether duties could 
be collected after the 30th of June, without addi- 
tional legislation. The revenue bill provided for a 
general increase of duties beyond 20 per cent., and 
its passage would necessarily have enforced the 
suspending clause of the distribution act. The pro- 
visional bill reported on the 7th of June, contained 
no reference to this suspending clause of the distri- 
bution act. A second provisional bill was reported 
from the Committee of Ways and Means, with the 
same general objects as the first, which had been 
reported only two days before, and wiih a proviso 
repealing the suspending clause -of the distribution 
act. The first provisional bill was never consid- 
ered, The second was passed by the House on the 
15th June, went to the Senate, returned with 
amendments, which were concurred in on the 25th 
of June, and was returned by the President, with 
objections, on the 29:h of June. These objections 
were founded on the deplorable condition of the 
treasury, and on the expediency of adbering, under 
the circumstances, to the terms on which distribu- 
tion had been authorized by the actof 1841. The 
revenue bill did not pass until the 5th of August. 
It was returned, with the President’s objections, on 
the Sth, 

These objections are now before the committee. 
They are sabstantially the same as those which 
accompanied the provisional bill the 29th of June, 
The revenue bil] contained a clause most unequivo- 
cally repealing the suspension of the distribution 
act, which ils own passage would have enforced; 
ond thus it was, in effect, the enactment of a new 
distribution law, appended to the revenue bill. 

Each House deliberately refused to strike out 


this clause, and persisted im associating, in ludi- 
crous contrast, two. meastires—the one, an act to 
raise money for the support of Government by the 
imposition of taxes; the other, to distribute the 
land revenues to the States. The majority of both 


` Houses had proclaimed, with the concurrence of 


the President, in September, 1841, that distribution 
should only be made when the duties were below 20 
percent. The majority of both Houses had again 
and again proclaimed, in 1842, the necessity of 
raising the duties above 20 per cent., and yet in- 
sisted on distributing the land fund, without regard 
to the conditions they themselves had so recently 
prescribed—without regard to the situation of the 
treasury—and without regard to the burdens which 
might be imposed on the people. They might 
have attempted to raise revenue from imposts, 
and to distribute the land fund, in separate bills. 
Then each measure would have rested on its own 
intrinsic merits. But they persisted in connecting 
them in one bill. The restriction in the distribu- 
tion act of 1841 was designed to guard against in- 
creasing the burdens of taxation, to fiil a vacuum 
which might be occasioned by distribution. The 
legislation of 1842 is designed to create a vacuum,. 
that it may be filled by increased taxation. There 
is probably no precedent in the history of any Gov- 
ernment, for the union, under such circumstances, 
of a revenue and an appropriation bill. As there 
was no necessity for such union apparent to the 
public, we are at liberty to infer that it resulted 
from a consciousness that one or both the measures 
could not have separately commanded a majority. 
The exigencies of the national treasury were sup- 
posed to furnish a favorable opportunity for Con- 
gress to extort terms on which alone the Govern- 
ment should be supplied with revenue to meet their 
own appropriations. It would have been as proper, 
under the circumstances, for Congress to annex & 
charter for a bank, or a fiscal agent, or a fiscal cor- 
poration, as a condition precedent toa revenue bill; 
and to raise an issue with the President or with 
their constituents, if such a bill had not received 
the Executive sanction. 


It is a great mistake to suppose that this is an 
issue between the majority of Congress and the 
President. There is an issue between this same 
majority in 1841 and 1842, ‘The President abides 
by terms which this majority prescribed for them» 
selves and the treasury in 1841, and they can pre- 
fer no accusation against him for adhering to their 
own position. He might, with more propriety, 
upraid them for abandoning it. The issue is be- 
tween this majority and the country. They who 
arraign the President for obstructing the will of 
Congress, should be well assured that Congress 
does not obstruct the will of the States and the peo- 
ple it represents. Congress is neither infallible nor 
irresponsible. If this were a question in which 
none felt any interest besides the President of the 
United States and the members of. Congress, there 
might be some plausibility in the attempt to nar- 
row the issue to them; but the subject of revenue 
is one in which those who pay, are apt to feel as 
deep an interest as those who levy taxes, Every 
citizen of the United States, moreover, feels a so- 
licitude in the Government, and all that concerns 
ii; in the fandamertal principles on which it is 
based; in the measures which characterize its ad- 
ministration; in its justice, its fanb, and its fame; 
and the jadgment of no impartial man can be 
blinded or biased by the effort to conceal the true 
points of this issue, under cover of a petty political 
alereation between a party majority in Congress 
and the President. 

Has the President either assumed a power which 
does not belong to his cffice, or has be abused a 
power which does belong to ii? It has not been 
denied that the power in question exists under the 
Constitution. Indeed, it has been propesed to 
abolish it by amendment. If it bas been abused, 
it was done either corruptly and wantonly, or un- 
der an error cf Executive judgment. If there is 
evidence of the least corruption in the President’s 
conduct, he should be impeached. The power of 
impeachment has been confided to the House of 
Representatives. It is the daty, therefore, of the 
majority, who accuse the President, to arraign him 
under articles of impeachment before the Senate, 
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if they believehim to be 


ble offence. “If he has’ neither assumed power, nor 


abused it.corruptly, then the issue dwindles to a ; 


mere question—who is riglit as to a measure of pol- 
icy? It the undersigned were allowed, by the cir- 
cumstances which compel him to omit many con- 
siderations very proper to the subject, he would not 
despair of showing that, independent of all the ex- 
traneous prejudices and political feelings which the 
advocates of error on this occasion endeavor to 
bring to their aid, the mere opanion of the Exeeu- 
tive in this case is right, and the mere opinion of 
Congress is wrong. The narrative of legislation 
on the subject of revenue, at the late extra session, 
and since December last, which has been given, 
will furnish the fa¢'s from which, without expia- 
nation or argument, the country wil! be-enabled to 
judge whether the majority in Congress or the Pres- 
dent have erred in matters of opinion. The occasion 
is both too novel and too grave to permit an argu- 
menton such minor questions, affecting the compa- 
rative taste or wisdom of the majority of Congress 
and the President. As to the mere question of opin- 
ion, however, the President should not be con- 
demned, without some charity by those who con- 
curred with him so recently as September, 1841. 
If the charge preferred by this majority is under- 
stood, it involves no breach of the Constitution, or 
of any law on the part of the President; but they 
accuse him of obstructing their will. The accusa- 
tion implies either a general infallibility on the 
part of the accusers, or a pariiculer exemption 
from error on this occasion; or it denies to the 
President the right and the responsibility of judg- 
ing on a subject which Congtess submitted to his 
judgment. ‘hey will find that there are two sides 
to this question, ‘The Exceutive is a co ordinate 
department of the Government. The President is 
under no obligation implicitly: fo approve every 
bill which the Legislature may pars. He is com- 
manded either to approve, or, if he cannot approve, 
to return, with objections, ali bills sent to bm; and 
Congress are required to send to him al? bills which 
they pass. Itis alleged, however, as a complaint, 
that the President has thought proper to exercise 
his constitutional discretion, and withheld his ap- 
probation from other bills which Congress have 
passed. Sill, the question of power: and .the 
question of duty on his part, and on the part 
of Congress, is the same in each instance. Can 
Congress excuse themselves for refusing to pro- 
vide revenue for the Goverament, because ike 
President did not approve cither of the forms 
in which, at the exira session, they a!tempt- 
ed to charter a Bank of the United States? Is 
the issue, which has been so solemnly pro- 
claimed on this cccasion, to embrace the long-agi- 
tated question of currency, besides tha! of revenue? 
Do the majority mean to declare that they will per- 
mit no revenue to be collected (or, in other words, 
that the Government shall cease) unless two condi- 
tions are submitted te: first, the charter of a bank 
in some form; and, second, the distribution of the 
land fund? If this be the object,” then these ques- 
tions should have been ail connecied in one bill. 
It has been deemed prudent, however, to connect 
only two of them. © The questions of distribating 
the land fund, and of raising revenue for the sup- 
port of Government, were united in such manner 
as to leave it doabtful whether the majority of 
Congress considered themselves bound to provide 
revenue first for the States, or for the United Sates. 
Since they insisted on uniting them ina second 
bill, after a former bill bad been vetoed on account 
of their union; and since it is now declared that 
Congress i: disgrased if it recedes so far as to sep- 
arate the questions; and that the United States 
Government shall kave no revenue, unless the 
land fund is distributed tothe Siates, there can no 
longer be a donbtof ihe determinalicn, either to 
estow the ways aud means of the Federa? treas- 
ury on the State treasuries, cr fo starve the Gov- 
ernment of the United States. The majority seem 
not only rezolved on this, but they are resolved to 
accomplish their cbject cnly in one particular 
mode—and that is, by legislating on the two sub- 
jects in the same bill. 
What, then, is the issne? fris not whether the 
power gkercised by the President is a lawful power, 


guilty of any impeacha- 


Its existence is’ conceded by the proposition to 
abolish it, It is not whether that power has been 
corruptly abused. If this is believed, the majority 
are guilty of culpable neglect of duty in not im- 
peaching. Itis not whether ths States shall have 
the land fund; it is not whether the United States 
shall have a revenue; but it is whether this Goy» 
ernment shall have revenue, and’the States shall 
have the land fund in a pee form of legisla- 
tion, which Congress have resolved, at all hazards, 
to pexsevere in—a form of législation resorted to, 
first, X coer the votes of @ongress, and persisted 
in to ederce the Executive‘ by puiting the treasury 
under dùresse, : 


As thé majority of @ongress seem to view this 
question, $t isa mer parliamentary punctilio, on 
which some of th would rouse the country 
to arms. other/aspects, however, in which it 
will be vieked by those who, in this case, are 
more impartial arBiters than either this majority or 
the President, it fs a question worthy of the most 
serious consideration. The Governament has now 
no revenue. It's in debt; it is completely organ- 
ized under the forms of the Constitution; its Legis- 
lature, its Judiciary, its Executive, are at their 
posts; its army is in the field; its navy is on the 
sea; its representatives are honorably accredited 
by all foreign Governments as the representatives 
of foreign Governments are here. There is pro- 
found peace and a general sense of security 
throughout the country. Our fields are teeming 
with abundant harvests. Industry and economy 
are gradvally repairing the evils of extravagance 
and indolence, and, as they develop cur great 
national resources, they are resioring a general 
confidence, which will revive prosperity, and teach 
us (for a time, at least) the danger of preferring 
again aruficial wealth and delusive splendor to 
real independence and substantial comfort. With 
the means of individual happiness and national 
glory within our reach, the people of the United 
States may well ask why it is that the Constitution 
has failed—why the laws are impotent—and why 
the Representatives of twenty-six Siates, aud sev- 
enteen millions of people, are unable to provide 
revenue to save the Government from disgrace 
avd dissolution. A majority of these Representa- 
tives have given the answer. It is because they do 
not choose tagdo what they have the power to do. 
They forget their duty to the country and the Con- 
stitution, and remember only the imaginary resent- 
ments which they suppose to exist between them- 
Selves and the President of the United States. If 
these resentments were real, will the country toler- 
ale a suspension of the entire Government until a 
political dispute is settled, by revoluticn or reason, 
between those whe ought to feel on both sides a 
weight of official responsibility which permits no 
motive of ambition or animosity to inflict on their 
country the consequences of their passion? Whence 
can such resentments arise, unless from motives of 
ambilion equally unworthy of a President and a 
legislator? Ifthe majority in Congress wish to 
submit an issue to the country involving any poli- 
cy of Government, any question of constitutional 
liberty or legislative expediency, let them not pre- 
sent itin the shape of a mere controversy between 
themselves and the President; let them invoke the 
judgment, and not merely the prejudices, of their 
countrymen te decide it, 

It teo often happens that a party attempts to pre- 
scribe law for the Constitution, and to interpolate 
substantive restrictions or enlargements of the 
powers to be derived from the text. Necessily or 
expediency is always the pretext. Toe first neces- 
sity and the soundest expediency in a Government 
of a written Constitution, is to preserve its organie 
law inviolate. That instrument may be as effect- 
valiy changed (and the Government is changed 
with i) by this means, as by an amendment in 
the prescribed mode. The Constitation is desigs- 
ed to furnish a permanent, uniform, and universal 
rule of government, while parties ficctuate and 
change vith the caprices of passion er the ecnvie- 
tiens of judgment. These decisions of mere perty 
are {co apt to be regarded as anthority; and heace 
the cor flict which frequently sceurs between them 
ang the Constitution iseif. The undersigned bas 
already expressed bis conviction that the proceed- 


ings in this case are iñ conflict with the Constitu- 
tion. It is to.be regretted that it is not the oniy 
evidence of a disposition, during the present Con- 
gress, to disregard the authority of thkxt instrament, 
or to create unnecessary collisions between the 
Legislative and the Executive Departments. 
When a subject distinctly embraced in one bill has 
been the cause of the Executive objections ‘to that 
bill, respect for the opinion of a co-ordinate dée- . 
partment, or desire to avoid unnecessary collis« 
ions with it, would suggest the propriety of not 
immediately pressing that identical subject upon 
the consideration of the: Executive, without some 
intimation of a change of opinion. The objec- 
tions of the President to the provisional reve- 
nue bill, and the general revenue bill, are the 
same. They relate to the insertion of a clause 
directing distribution of the land fund without re 
gard to the rates cf duties on imporis. The first 
bill was temporary in its duration, and compara- 
tively unimportant in its objects. It was sent to 
the President in advance of the second, and only 
five days prior to the 30th of June, when it was 
alleged there. would no longer be authority to col- 
lect revenue. It contained a clause in relation to 
the distribution of the land fund. It was vetoed. 
on account of that clause. On the 5th of August, 
Congress passed the second ot general revenue bill, 
containing a clause still more unequivocaliy aus 
thorizing distribution, notwithstanding the 20 per 
cent. restriction of the act of 1841. ‘Whether the 
first of these bills was designed only to feel the 
way for the second, and to ascertain if the Presi« 
dent could be brought to the dilemma, after ob- 
jecting to that bill, of either vetoing a revenue bill, 
or submitting to the distribution clause, in order to 
oblain the means of carrying on the Government, 
or to re-enact, by the vote of a majority, a single 
principle which had been so recently vetced, and 
which could not obtain the vote of two-thirds, it is 
a part of the history of these proceedings which. 
may shed some light on our -examinations. The 
legislation of Congress, at the late. extra session, 
on the subject of the bank and its varios modifi 
cations, illustrates the same disposition. ‘I'wo. bills, 
under different titles, but both for the object of 
chartering a national bank, were successively 
passed, sent to the Executive, and were returned 
with objections. If, then, there has been a dispo- 
sition on the part of the Executive to resist the ac- 
tion of Congress on certain subjects, there has cers 
tainly been a corresponding disposition on the part 
of Congress to attack, and to repeat the attacks; on 
the Executive. 

Congress have appropriated the money required 
to carry on the Government. They have author- 
ized the debts which are contracied. They alone, 
under the Constitution, can furnish. means of 
meeting their own appropriations, It is not in the, 
power of the minority of Congress to legislate. 
All that the Executive can do is to convene Con- 
gress, should it adjourn without providing revenue 
to carry on the Government. Itis hoped, how- 
ever, that calmer consideration will inspire some 
motive of public duty stronger than any feelings 
of party resentment. The threats of violence which 
have been beard frem quarters whence better 
c.unsels should have proceeded, will not disturb 
the repore nor provoke the dignity of a free and 


enlightened people. 
THOMAS W. GILMER, 


Mr. INGERSOLL read a report on behalf of 
himself and Mr. RooseveLT, two members of said 
committee, also in opposition to the majority re- 


port, as follows: 5 


The undersigned, members of the select committee 
t whom the President’s message is referred, suba 
mit abrief and hasty protest againstthe elaborate 
yeport of the majority. 

Free government depends on constitutional 
checks; otherwise, democracy is despotism. Each 
TJouse of Congress has an absolute negative upon 
the other. The American judiciary exercises 
power to'annul laws. The Union and the States, 
respectively, in some instances, nullify each other’s 
legislation; the sovereign arbiter, being the people, 
never yet, in more than filty years of prosperous 
experience, failing to interpose their political om» 
nipotence, peaceably, intelligibly, and for the genea 


, 
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yal welfare.. In addition to these fundamental prin- 
ciples, which are the conservative. bases of our free 
institutions, the, Constitution of the United States 
requires, the: Executive Magistrate, if he disap- 
proves an.act of Congress, to return it, with his ob- 


. jections, to its authors, and call upon them to re- 


consider, before it can become a law. There isno 
veto, as is too often supposed, either in the word or 
the spirit of the’ Constitution; but mere authority 
for executive reference to legislative reeonsidera- 
tion. Unfounded resemblance has been ignorant- 
ly supposed between this American provision for 
deliberation to prevent errors of passion and pre- 
cipitancy, and the absolute inhibition of the Ro- 
man, or the modern royal veto. There is no re- 
semblance whatever between them. They are as 
unlike as free and absolute government; as unlike 
as the Polish veto, which allowed every member of 
a single branch legislature, without reason, to re- 
pudiate any. of its proceedings by his single and 
solitary voice. Equally unfounded is it to sup- 
pose (as ignorance of their operations frequent- 
ly does) that the monarchs of France and Eng- 
land are not absolute enough to use the veto. 
They use it every day; one of them, in the 
exclusive right of initiating all legislation— 
and both of them by the vaster means of executive 
jinfitence. What has been passionately stigmatized 
as the one-man power in this country, is, in princi- 
ple, the same thing as the separation of Congress 
into two bodies, to correct the errors of each other; 
though much less powerful, because the power of 
a majority, by asingle vote in either House, is abso- 
jute, while that of the Executive is merely suspen- 
sive and subordinate. Had all the members of the 
House of Representatives voted on the tariff bill, it 
would have been either carried or lost by one vote— 
and that, the casting vote ofthe Speaker. There is 
much of one-man power in all free government. 
The majorities in Congress in 1774, on all the 
essential points and principles of the declaration of 
rights, were but one, two, or three. All the great 
critical questions about men and measures, from 
1774 to 1778, were decided by the vote of a single 
State, and that often by the vote of one individual. 
The Declaration of Independence itself was so 
carried. The English revolution of 1688 was de- 
termined by one or two votes in Parliament. ‘The 
King of France was condemned to death by a very 
few votes. Jefferson was elected in place of Burr, 
after thirty-seven trials, by one vote. The expedi- 
tion in 1745, from New England against Cape 
Breton, which gave peace to the world, was car- 
ried in the House of Representatives of Massachu- 
setts by a single vote. Most of the acts of Congress 
in the memorable session of 1794, were carried by 
the casting vote of the Vice President. The vote 
of New York, which finally led to the convention 
for forming the present Constitution, after the fail- 
ure of the Virginia attempt, by which only the 
States were represented at Annapolis, was carried 
by one vote. The first Bank of the United States 
failed to be rechartered by the casting vote of the 
Vice President. The late Bank of the United 
States was negatived, when first proposed, by the 
Speaker’s casting vote. This instructive enume- 
ration might be much enlarged, teaching that the 
responsibility of one man has often saved States 
and changed constitutions. Such salutary execu- 
tive authority has been exercised from the outset of 
the American Government with marked approval 
by an intelligent people, wisely appreciating, in 
their chief representative, the inestimable value of 
a firm and judicious interposition of this conserva- 
tive and indispénsable relief. For the first time in 
the annals of the United States, this immediate em- 
anation of the Constitution is subjected, on the mo- 
tion of an ex-President, (the chairman of this com- 
mittee,) to the obstruction of the mere technicalities 
of legislation. The Constitution commands us to 
journalize the President’s objections, and then vote 
onthem. The House did so on his premonitory 
objections to a like bill, but sent him another. Had 
we power todo so? Were not the functions of the 
House exhausted by the previous proceeding? Can 
they reiterate upon the Executive a bill which he 
has returned, and the House cannot carry? No 
such attempt was ever made before. The under- 
signed feel it their imperious duty to protest against 
and resist it by the only means left to a minority, 
preventive of the unconstitutional acts of an angry 
majority, believing that the time is near at hand 
when they will themselves most regret, as all will 
condemn, the innovation. 
> Phe succession of the acting President to the 
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CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Chief Magistracy was unavoidably followed by col- 
lisions between him and.the party who selected 


_ and elected him, because he suffered himself to re- 


main in the hands of their advisers, instead of his 
own. Those whose political sympathies the un- 
dersigned enjoy are in no respect answerable for 
this strife, which they have uniformly treated with 
moderation; adhering, however, to the faith of their 
own politics. We neither made nor aggravate 
the quarrel; but calmly and conscientionsly, with 
all due respect to majorities inexorably ruling in 
both Honses, stand upon our rights, and maintain 
the even tenor of our way, relying upon the people 
to correct and restore whatever may be amiss, as 
they have been doing with alacrity ever since the 
disastrous commencement of the untoward legisla- 
tion of sessions of Congress which have now en- 
dured for nearly twelve months of the last filteen. 
All the elections since afford unquestionable proof 
that, if there is any wrong in the Federal Govern- 


ment, the constitutional means of restoring right | 


are in full and active operation. While thus abi- 
ding their time, the minorities of the two Flouses 
of Congress abide by the principle that the First 
Magistrate of a great people is entitled to respect; 
and even by opponents should be treated with de- 
corum. We know no difference in language and 
feeling towards the President and those which we 
use toward each other in Congress. His not being 
personally present is, in our opinion, no reason for 
maligning his motives, traducing his character, or 
vilifying his administration. The most strenuous, 
inflexible, and successful opposition consists with 
the language and spirit of moderation; and if the 
people are the intelligent sovereignty supposed by 
our institutions, would be more popular than indig- 
nation, violence, and obloquy. The President has 
communicated his objections to an act of Congress, 
against which numbers so large in both Houses 
voted, as to prove, beyond doubt, thatitis extremely 
objectionable; and which we, in common with every 
one of those large numbers, representing, as we 
have every reason to believe, the wishes of a large 
majority of the American people, conscientiously 
deem unwise, unjust, and, as many think, unconsti- 
tutional. The President’s objections are contained 
in a respectful message, temperate in tone, per- 
suasive in argument, and developing topics which 
we believe will meet with popular acceptance. Of 
the several messages of the same kind, drawn from 
Mr. Tyler by this Congress, candor and history 
will acknowledge, we think, that the Mist is the best, 
in all the merits of reason, diction, and temper. 
The Constitution gives him the right which his 
conscience enjoins him tu exercise, Allowing the 
Chief Magistrate, therefore, what every President 
is entitled to, and has enjoyed on such occasions— 
simply to speak and act for himself—the next step, 
according to the Constitution and uniform practice, 
should have been forthwith to take the votes of the 
House of Representatives, which would undoubt- 
edly have shown thatthe President is sustained by 
very nearly, if not quite, a majority. 

The undersigned regret. the novel and (as many 
conceive) unconstitutional innovation to which the 
Presidenvs objections are subjected—not for his ac- 
count, but that of constitutional liberty and con- 
gressional propriety. We believe thathe is perfectly 
right in insisting that the public lands shall_not be 
withdrawn from the assets of the Federal Govern- 
ment, when, with all the elements of resource and 
abundance proffering their relief to Congress, it 
persists in reducing and degrading the country, for 
the first time,to the extremities of financial want 
and pecuniary distress. We go much further than 
the President. We think that, under such cireum- 
stances, to withhold the magnificent real estate of 
this Union from publie mortgage, is an act of mad- 
ness and suicide difficult to conceive of human 
passions. We have not a doubt that nine-tenths of 
the people of the United States strongly disapprove 
of it, and that a majority of those misrepresented 
by majorities in Congress, whatever their impress- 
ions might be as to the proper disposition of the 
public lands under ordinary circumstances, are 
anxious that, in the present emergency, they should 
be applied to restore the credit and relieve the ery- 
ing wants of the Government. The objection is 
equally well taken to the monstrous misalliance of 
the lands and the impost in the same bill—per- 
nicious to fair legislation and orderly Government. 
Armies and navies unpaid for months; disbanded 
and dismantled, not for want of revenue, but 
through party passion; Congress, without their 
own favorite compensation, putting fetters and ve- 


toes on all the operations of Government, betray a 


spirit of petulent self-denial, the counterfeit of self- 
government. A member of this committee impre- 
cates executive counteraction, by putting the whole 
country, stripped and scourged, to the torture of 
trial, who can longest bear the agonies of destitu- 
tution—thus poisoning the very wells of public sen- 
timent; arousing ruthless, revolutionary counter- 
action, if the people are not wiser than some of 
their Representatives. Party, an element and help 
of patriotism, may be prostituted to anarchical dis- 
sension. The undersigned trust that revolutionary 
views are not common in Congress, as we feel 
sure that they are not acceptable to the people. 

It 1s not for this protest to explain or enforce the 
Executive objections. Letting them speak for 
themselves, we vindicate constitutional rights, 
and deprecate wrongs by Congress. Without ob- 
jecting to any censure or measure deemed proper 
by the frustrated majority—any appeal to the peo- 
ple—we should spare them this protest, but for the 
character, temper, and tendency of. the counter- 
action inflicted—net so hurtfully on the Chief 
Magistrate, as on republican institutions, The 
present proceeding, with allgits angry antecedents 
and violent results, is without example, without 
warrant, and of eviltendency. 

The deplorable condition of the treasury of. the 
United States is notorious; not only without money, 
but, as has been said, without law for raising it. 
The President’s exposure of this penury is humil- 
iating truth, which unrelenting opposition wrings 
from him, to justify the repeated mis-called vetoes, 
also wrung from him by the same pertinacious op- 
position. A.complicated scheme of (im many par- 
ticulars) high-pressure impost, calculated to rea 
vive appeased dissension, and perpetuate unap- 
peasable discontent, forced through Congress by 
inexorable Jegislation, carried by a majority of one 
vote if all had been present—of but four as it was— 
is returned by the President, with objections, for 
reconsideration. The House of Representatives, 
which ought to be thankful for the opportunity of 
it, turns upon him with indignant denunciation; he 
is threatened, and only threatened, with impeach- 
ment; and, by false analogy to the memorable 
affair of English ship-money, is told, contrary to 
the genius and the letter of our mild laws, that 
his head ought to be brought to the block. Dis- 
cord is proclaimed as the order of the day. Con- 
ciliation is said to be disgraceful, and concession 
out of the question. The undersigned flatter 
themselves that these are but hasty ebullitions 
through the safety-valves of free government. 
When appeal to battle is menaced, we cannot be- 
lieve that the battle of bloodshed or civil war is 
contemplated, but presume nothing worse than 
conflict by the ballot-box, not the cartridge-box. 
The columns of this capital and of the publie 
press, albums, magazines, and various other re- 
positoriesof theardent temperament which betrays 
itself in such appeals, may excuse the suggestion 
that possibly they are intended neither for the 
cartridge-box nor the ballot-box, butmerely for the 
band-box. During the nearly twelve months of 
irksome and inglorious session of this Congress, to 
the great. annoyance of the community, appeals to 
passion have been much more common than to 
reason. By the eminent mover of this committee, 
none of the great subjects of deliberation have 
hardly been spoken of—banks, exchequer, finance, 
bankruptey, tariff—upon any and all of which his 
wisdom and experience might have afforded ed- 
ilying discourses; while all the minor topics of 
personal, party, and especially presidential ex- 
asperation, have never failed to be vexed with 
implacable and indefatigable agitation. 

lt has been said, in the course of indignant 
harangues, that there is not only no money, but 
no law to raise it; and that the Chief Magistrate, 
like a profligate King of Great Britain, collects 
revenue without law. Party wish did, perhaps, 
beget mistaken impression to that effect, to which 
mere professional opinion gave color. But mature 
consideration, and the true philosophy of interpre- 
tation, satisfy the undersigned, and they believe the 
most distinguished jurists of the country, that it is 
unfounded apprehension to think that Congress 
ever could have intended, by any act or omission, to 
leave Government without aliment for its subsist- 
ence. This important question will be settled by 
the Supreme Court of the United States, in whom 
the undersigned, with the great body of the 
American people, without distinction ¢ party, 
repose confidence. The aspersion of that tribunal, 


inferred. from English history, is “not only unjust 


disparagement, but inaccurate historical recollec- | 


tion, Even the twelve judges of England never 
did, as has been said, unworthily submit to 
royal dictation; but many of them (although their 
tenure of office, salaries, and perhaps lives, de- 
pended on the King’s pleasure) manfully resist- 
ed his rapacious will. In the United States, the 
public money—which the President is laudably 
“anxious to raise by law, through the ordinary 
means—could not be employed in his profligate 
indulgences in war or other offensive applica- 
tion; and we trust that the judges of the Supreme 
Court of the United States, in no way dependent 
on the Executive, whenever they come to the 
solemn adjudication of this vital question, will 
deal with it, as they did at their late session with 
another, which, probably, provoked the unjust 
imputation on their rectitude~-treating this ques- 
tion of impost, as they did that of slavery, with 
integrity and independence. The undersigned 
hope they will come to the conclusion, which all 
lovers of their country must desire, that, instead 
of deserving capital punishment, the President is 
entitled to the thanks of dispassionate men for 
anxiously enforcing the law concerning imports. 
Nor will we omit this occasion, while vindicat- 
ing that court, for expressing grateful acknowl- 
-edgments to it for having, contrary to many pre- 
possessions, by independent judgment, sustained 
the most delicate provisions of our Union against 
the clamors and prejudices of negrophilism. Fi- 
nally, the undersigned are assured, that whatever 
the court does, they will not leave (as has been 
strangely imagined they must) the determination 
of this great question of law to the arbitrament 
of juries. There is hardly a juror in the coun- 
try who does not know that property, liberty, and 
order, are best preserved by maintaining that ven- 
erable jurisprudence which, in civil cases, leaves 
to juries only questions of fact, and refers to 
judges questions of law. The undersigned have 
no fear of the judiciary. They dread no veto or 
dictation from a President. They are not alarm- 
ed by crises of party. American republican an- 
nals are a continued series of formidable con- 
junctures, without detriment to the republic—an- 
tagonism without commotion--State and indivi- 
dual conflicts without civil war, or any unwhole- 
some catastrophe. The charitable ballot-box is 
always at hand, with inestimable relief, to vent 
all passions. We are happy to find that a por- 
tentous committee—the offspring of indignation-- 
proposes no fatal act, but its proceedings will ga 
out in harmless explosion. Eloquent invective 
angry denunciation, philippics of speech and print, 
inflict no fatal blows on the solid bulwarks ot 
- this great empire, which advances steadily in 
greatness, increasing in population, production, 
and power, rejoicing in peace and plenty, while 
antagonist parties and ambitious individuals strug- 
gle for its honors with fierce but harmless‘re- 
crimination, Republican Government would else 
be bereft of its rational attractions and manly 
support-—-the noble excitements of a free press, 
free speech, and universal suffrage; admirable 
substitutes for the stagnant tranquillity, frivolous 
recreations, and dreadful energy of despotism. 
Let the battlements of this Capitol continue to 
rock with salutary agitation. Our reliance is 
in the majestic strength and serenity of a sovereign 
eople. 
The undersigned cannot believe that’ Congress 
will adjourn without enacting alaw for revenue. 
They will not afford the President so great a tri- 
umph. The public distemper is so easily remedia- 
ble, that those in power never can answer to the 
community for longer failing to apply the remedy. 
The minority is not responsible, nor the President, 
nor even the Senate. 
tives is exclusively the national purse-bearer. By 
the majority of that House should be annually re- 
plenished and arranged its receipts and issues, as 
the report of the majority of this committee argues. 
Most of the troubles experienced by the present 
and penultimate administrations, including the 
overthrow of the latter, are attributable to supere- 
rogatory Executive efforts, beyond Executive duty, 
to repair disordered finances—disordefed by ill- 
judged-and calamitous acts of Congress. The peo- 
ple will hold the majority of the House of Repre- 
sentatives responsible for this their appropriate 
and chief office. It is disreputable to them that 
restoration so easy has been long deferred. No 
country in the world has such resources and facili- 


The House of Representa- . 


ties for revenue. 


income. But, as with the fatal distribution of sur- 
plus revenue among the States, distress and demor- 
alization began, so are they continued by the samé 
egregious impolicy; insisting on alms—giving a 
pittance of land sales to the States. The under- 
signed discern, with deep disapproval, that the re- 
port of the majority of this committee, in conformi- 
ty with the votes of its chairman, strenuously ar- 
gues distribution of the publie lands to pay the 
debts of the States. This is not the occasion to de- 
velop the dangers of that much-condemned scheme. 
In preference for another, and much better, nearly 
all Congress coincide in opinion with the Presi- 
dent and the people, viz:—that immediate relief 
would proceed from a moderate, discriminating, 
permanent tariff, Why is it not a law? Why may 
it not be at once? Who hinders it? Is party pas- 
sion to prevail, or magnanimous patriotism? ‘The 
undersigned will not doubt, even though perhaps 
doomed to disappointment. 

This mortal issue, if cast by Congress upon an 
injured, insulted, oppressed, and outraged people, 
may return, with dread responsibility, with deep 
damnation, to plague the inventorsof such mischief. 
Those we act with are ready to go forth, and be 
tried by the country, in full confidence of popular 
justice. Others will determine for themselves, and 
for us too, as we are but a minority. The report 
of the majority proposes nothing but that the Presi- 
dent be assailed, and the Constitution assaulted; 
the President impeached without trial, the country 
dishonored in him for exercising, almost under 
Congressional duresse, an unquestionable and 
much-cherished power, dear to a noble people, 
which it is the wildest dream of excited party to 
suppose that people willeversuffer to be stricken from 
the Constitution. Mean time, what is to be done? 
Are Congress to call out more vetoes? Like bar- 
barous nations, worshipping demoniac creatures of 
their own malignant imagining, are we all to be sac- 
rificed to the evil genii of Discord and Despair? 
Are distraction and inaction to minister furious and 
dreadful redress? The undersigned rely on popu- 
lar providence, which, in severer trials, has, with 
the smiles of Heaven, overruled whatever perils 
have beset our (till now) thoughtful and considerate 
country, No God of battles is invoked for our 
rescue. Deprecating such shocking profanation, 
we humbly trust that no battle or bloodshed, no civil 
war or massacre, is the only umpirage to determine 
for rational freemen the simple question whether 
they will support or repudiate the Government of 
their own creation. We do not despair. We do 
not fear that savage infatuation will cast away for 
future scorn the present adimiration and refuge of 


the world. 
Cc. J. INGERSOLL. 
JAMES I. ROOSEVELT. 


Mr. FILLMORE suggested the propriety of or- 
dering the reports to be printed, and of the Houses 
proceeding to the consideration of the army bills. 


The SPEAKER observed, that the gentleman 
from Massachusetts had a motion pending before 
the House in relation to the various reports that 
had just been laid before it. 


Mr. ADAMS renewed his motion to print the 
three reporis; and moved, in addition, that the 
message and bill be also printed, and that the bill 
be made the order of the day for to-morrow. 


Mr. BOTTS wished to understand the question 
before the House; if it was to print all three of the 
reports. The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
INGERSOLL] had presenied a report from a minority 
of the committee; and if it was a mere paper, not 
intended for the actien of the House, it was rot 
necessary to have it printed. 

Mr, JOHNSON of. Maryland rose to a point of 
order. Tie motion was to postpone the consider- 
ation of the resorts and bill till to-morrow, and 
priat them. That he understood to be the sub- 
stance of the motion; and the consequence would 
be, that the bill, which was laid on the table, would 
have to follow the consideration of the rep rts; 
while the Constiution required that the action 
should be on the bill. 

The SPEAKER said he would remove the gen- 
tleman’s objections, by referring to a decision he 


One year’s administration of . 
such laws as Congress should enact, would draw 
from the inexhaustible means, the labor, the inge- 
nuity, the commerce, the manufactures, and the 
public lands of the United States, superabundant 


had already made—ihat it would-be at all-times in 
order to move to take up the dill, Ifthe gentle- 
man would make that motion now, and a majority 
sustained him, the bill would at one? be brought 
before the House. cans 

Mr. JOHNSON said he did not wish to throw 
any obstacles in the way of the business ofthe 
House, and that he would withdraw his point of 
order. ; 

Mr. FILLMORE suggested to the gentleman 
from Massachusetis to vary his motion so as to 
leave out the print.nz of the bill, of which; he said, 
a sufficient number had already been printed. 

Mr. ADAMS answered that the reports would be 
incomplete without the bill; and that no person 
would have the means of judging of any part.of 
these proceedings, without having the whole sub- 
ject before him. 

Mr. FILLMORE observed that he would not 
object to the printing of the bill, if the gentleman. 
desired it. : RE 

Toe question was then taken on Mr. Apams’s 
motion, and carried. 

Mr. WISE then moved that the House proceed 
to the consideration of the bill on the table, that 
had been returned with the President’s objections. 


Mr. FILLMORE suggested that the army bills 
had been lying nearly a week, waiting for the action 
of the House, and that tbe gentleman from North 
Carolina [Mr. Stanty] was ready with the report 
of the committce of conference on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses. As these bills were very 
important, be hoped the gentleman: would permit 
the report to be taken up and acied on. 


Mr. WISE considered that bis motion was much 
more important than thatof the gentleman from 
New York, as it was to carry ont the injunctions 
of the Constitution. He insisted, theretore, on his 
motion, ` 

Mr. BOYD called for the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered. . 

Mr. ADAMS asked if the motion was deba» 
table. 

The SPEAKER replied that it was not. 

The question was then ‘taken, and. resulted— 
yeas 99, nays 104, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs, Arnold, Arrington, Atherton, Beeson, Bid- 
lack, Black, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V, Brown, Charles 
Brown, Burke, William O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick 
C. Caldwell, J. Campbell, Cary, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Clin- 
ton, Coles, Colquitt, Cushing, M. A. Cooper, Daniel, R. D. Davis, 
Dawson, Dean, Doan, Doig, John C. Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, 
John G., Floyd, Thomas F. Foster, Gerry, Gilmer, Patrick G. 
Goode, William O. Goode, Gordon, Gustine, Habersham, Har» 
ris, Hastings, Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, 
Yfubard, Huater, C. J. Ingersoll, W. W. Irwin, W. ©. Johason, 
Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Lewis, 
Littlefield, Abraham McCtellan, Robert McClelian, McKay, 
McKeon, Mallory, Mathews, Medill, Miller, Newhard, Parmen- 
ter, Payne, Plumer, Proffit, Read, Reding, Reynolds, Rhett, 
Riggs, Rogers, Roosevelt, Sanford, Saunders, Shaw, Shields, 
William Smith, Snyder, Steenrod, Sumter, Sweney, Jacob 
Thompson, Van Buren, Ward, Watterson, Weller, James W. 
Wiliams, Joseph L. Williams, Wise, and Wood.—99. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Laadat W. Andrews, Sher- 
lock J. Andrews, Appleton, Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, 
Barton, Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, Borden, Botts, Brockway, 
Milton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Calhoun, William B. Camp- 
bell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Childs, Chittenden, 
John C. Clark, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Garrett Davis, 
Deberry, John Edwards, Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, A. Law- 
rence Foster, Gamble, Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Graham, 
Granger, Green, Halsted, Howard, Hudson, Joseph R. Inger- 
soll, James Irvin, James, John P. Kennedy, King, Lion, 
McKennan, Thomas F, Marshall, Samson Mason, Mathiot, 
Ma tocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Mitchell, Moore, Morgan, Mor- 
ris, Morrow, Osborne, Owsley, Pearce, Pendleton, Pope, Pow- 
ell, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, Alexander Randall, Randolph, 
Rayner, Rodney, William Russell, James M. Russell, Salton. 
stall, Shepperd, Slade, Truman Smith, Sollers, Stanly, Strat- 
ton, Alexander H. H. Stuart, John T. Stuart, Summers, Talia- 
ferro, Richard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, 
Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, 
Warren, Washingten, Edward D. White, Joseph L. White, 
Thomas W. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, and Augustus 
Young—104. 

Mr. STANLY, from the committee of confer- 
ence, appointed to consider the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses on the amendments of the 
House of Representatives to the bill from the Sen- 
ate entitled “An act respecting the organization of 
the army of the United States,” made the foliow- 
report: 

The cammittee appointed to conduct the conference on the 
part of the House, upon the subject of the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses upon the amendments of the House to 
the bill of the Senate entitled “An act respecting the organt- 
zation of the army, and for other purposes,” have met « 


committee appointed on the part of the Senate; and, after a 
full and free conference upon the subject of said disagreeing 
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votes, the said committees have agreed to. recommend, and 
: do recommend, to their respective Houses, as follows, to 
wits i 
That the House recede from its-first amendment to the first 
‘wection of said bill, [disbanding the second regiment of dra- 
goons, | and agree to said first section, amended by inserting af- 
ter.the word “privates,” io the eighth line: “and the second 
regiment of dragoons now in the service shall be converted, af- 
ter the fourth day of March next, into a regiment of riflemen,” 
and ihat the Senate agree to amend said first section according. 


That the Senate recede from its disagreement to the second 

amendment ofthe House to said first section, in the eleventh 
and ‘fifteenth lines, and agree to said amendments. [Making 
the companies consist of forty-two privates, instead of fifty.] 

That the Senate recede from its disagreement to the third 
amendment of the House, [respecting the re-enlistment,} adding 
a proviso to the end of the-first section, and agree to said 
amendinent. : 

That the House recede from its amendment to the second sec- 
tion of said bill, and agree to said section, amended ‘by adding 
thereto: “and that, from. and after the first day of October next, 
the master armorers at the nationa] armories'shall receive each 
twelve hundred dollars per annum, payable quarter-yearly; 
and the paymasters and military storekeepers at the armo- 
ries and at the arsenal of construction at Piusburgh, Water- 
vliet, and Washington, shall receive each twelve hundred 
and fifty dollars annually, payable in like manner; and 
the said paymasters and inilitary storekeepers shall give se- 
curity for the faithful discharge of their duties, in such sum 
as the Secretary of War shall prescribe; and the two military 
storekeepers authorized by the act of the 2d March, 1821, shall 
receive each twelve hundred and fifty dollars per annum. 
And no military storekeeper at arsenals shall, after the lst 
day of October next, receive, as pay or emoluments, beyond 
eight hundred dollars per annum, besides quarters actually 
provided and occupied as such; and the number authorized to 
be thus employed ts hereby limited to ten; and all other offices 
of military storekeepers are hereby abolished and discontin- 
ued on and after said Ist day of October; andthe officers hereby 
dismissed shall be allowed three months pay in addition to the 
pay and emoluments to which they may be entitled on that day. 
And none of thé above-named officers, and no officers at the 
armories, of any grade.whatever, shall hereafter receive emol- 
uments of any kind, or any compensation or commutation, be- 
youd their stipulated payin money, except quarters actually 
provided for, and occupied by, such officers.” 

That the Senate recede from its disagreement to the amend- 
ments of the onse to, the fourth section of said bill, and agree 
to said amendments, with an amendment, viz: after the word 
“officers,’’ in the second line, insert “of one inspector general;” 
and that the House agree to said amendment, 

That the Senate recede from its disagreement to the amend- 
ment of the House to the sixth section of said bill, and agree to 
said amendment, 


Mr. CAMPBELL of Sonth Carolina rose toa 
question of order. He contended that he committee 
of conference had gone beyond their sphere, and 
had, instead of confining themselves to the differ- 
ences between the two Houses, undertaken to re- 
port further legislation to the House wiih regard to 
the military storekeepers. He thought this report 
as liable to the same objections ay the lust. 

Mr. STANLY said there were material differ- 
ences between the reports of the two committees, 

Mr. CAMPBELL said he wished to see the 
question tested, whether a committee of conference 
could go beyond its legitimate sphere of settling the 
differences between the two Houses. 

Mr, FILLMORE contended that the question 
was not the same now, as when the report of the 
first committee of conference was made to the 
House. In the present ‘instance, the Senate had 
agreod to the report; but not so before. 


Mr. GAMPBELL insisted upon bis point 
of order. He had no doubt but that the chief rea- 


son why the House rejected the first conference re- 
port, was ‘on account of the usurpation of the com- 
mittee in interfering with matters not censigned to 
their charge. 

The SPEAKER overruled the poiat cf order. 

Mr. ADAMS made some remarks in vindica- 
tion of the committee, and observed that the tide 
ef “full and free conference” was applied to com- 
mittees of this sort, because of the extended powers 
with which they were invested. They were not 
only to reconcile existing differences, bui also to 
propose substitutes and additions to measures in 
issue between the two Houses. 

After some further remarks between Messrs. J. 
CAMPBELL and the SPEAKER, Mr. C. aequi- 
esced in the decision of tbe Conair, with the under- 
standing that he eculd have it in his power to cail 
fer a division of the question upon each separate 
resolution of the committee of conference. 

Mire. McKAY remarked that the report was not 
amendable. It must be agreed to, or rejected, with- 
out division. Should the House reject any one 
resolution of recommendation of the commitiee, it 
would be tantamcunt to a rejection of the whole 
report. 

nir. CAVE JOHNSON said that, before ke 
voted, he wished to know what the Housegwould 


gain by.the report of the conference committee. 
Were any retrenchments to be effected? If be un- 
derstood the character of the report, it proposed to 
surrender more than ever to the Senate. He ex: 
pressed his surprise that- the Speaker should ap- 
point upon committees of conference a majority of 
members opposed to the views of the majority in 
the House. . 

The SPEAKER was understood to say he had 
no other means of ascertaining the views of gen- 
tlemen whom he might appoint, except from their 
recorded votes;- and, in this instance, he claimed to 
have appointed two out of the three members of 
the committee who had voted with the majority 
upon the army bill. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON continued, and com- 
mented upon the manner ia which these confer- 
ences were managed, so as to yield always to the 
views of the Senate, and continue extravagant ap- 
propriations. For one, he was not williog to 
yield to the recommendation of the committee on 
this occasion, 

Mr. STANLY regretted the course of the ger- 
tleroan from Tennessee, [Mr. Jounson,] and pro- 
ceeded to show how the friends of reitenchment 
would gain by egreeing to the report of the con- 
ference committee. He instanced the saving to 
be effected by dismounting the second regiment of 
dragoons, and by the curtailment of the military 
storekeepers. The gentleman from Tennessee 
could not expect to have all his ideas of economy 
carried. Ir could not be expected that the com- 
mittee, when they had representations trom pubiic 
officers that the service would suffer, snd ibe arms 
and property of the Government be exposed, 
would recommend very great retrenchment in the 
army. 

Mr. V7. O. BUTLER spoke in favor of the re- 
port. He considered that the House had gained 
more iban was to have been expected. In rejation 
to the military sterekeepers, one half were to be 
dismissed, and the pay cf the remaining half re- 
duced. ‘The impolicy of abolishing them alto» 
gether, be thought, was apparent. There were 
about half a million of donars? worth of arms at 
each epot; and should an educated officer of the 
ordaanee depariment be put in the place of the 
miliary storekeeper, to lake charge of all these 
arms, he believed that those arms left in the cus- 
iody of the -torekeepsrs would Le taken eare of. 
‘she siorekcepers were held responsible ia heavy 
penalties for their conduct, and served as a cheek 
upon the commandiag and disbursing efficers at the 
depots, 

Mr. B. went foto a variety of explanations in il- 
instration of the system and of the reductions pro- 
posed to be made. He was not, however, com- 
prehended with sufficient clearness to be justly re- 
ported, 

Messrs. EVERETT, CALHOUN, and BAR- 
TON, also participated briefly in the debate 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia remarked that this bill 
had now been before the two Houses, in the 
different shapes it had assumed, for months; and 
inere was evidently a propriety in disposing of 
ites early as possible. Aver ihe disagreement be- 
tween the two Hlouses, it was referred to a com- 
mittee of conterence, who reporied, end whose re- 
poit was disagreed to by the House. A new con- 
feverce cosimittse was ordered, and on ils report 
the Horse was now acting. At this late period of 
ihe session, after all the diffcuity which had been 


te. 


enesumtered, he submiticd the question to candid 
consiieration, whether the House shield not agree 


to the action of the cornmities, rather than risk the 
s of the whole bill, He path to the Honre to 
say whether it was not time they were payi 
some respect to the views of the committee. If 
each aad every gentleman had pet got jusisuch a 
bilas he desired, he would see, in the necessity 
for action on the part of the House, rowe reasen 
for yielding bis objections, asd permitting the bi!l 
io be passed. Mr. 8. cereiuded by moving the 
previous question; bat withdrew it at the request of 

Mr. HOLMES, who made a few remarks in op- 
pusition to the report, and in favor of retaining the 
storekepers. He concluded by moving the previous 
question, which was carried. 

The question was then taken on concurring with 


thé committee of conference in the report, and de- 
cidedin the affirmative—yeas 97, nays 65, as fol- 
lows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, L. W, Andrews, Appleton, 
Babcock, Barnard, Birdseye, Black, Blair, Boardman, Botis, 
Boyd, A. V. Brown, Wim. O. Butler, Thomas J. Campbell, Ca- 
ruthers, Chittenden, John C. Clark, Coles, Colquitt, Mark A. 
Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Cross, Richard D. Davis, Dawson, 
Deberry, John C. Edwards, Ferris, Fessenden, Fillmore, John 
G. Floyd, Thomas F. Foster, Gamble, Gates, Gentry, William 
©. Goode, Gordon, Gustine, Habersham, Halsted, Hays, Hop- 
kins, Houston, Hubard, Hunter, Charles J, Ingersoll, Joseph 
R. Ingersoll, W. W. Irwin, John P. Kennedy, King, Lewis, 
Linn, Robert McClellan, McKay, McKeon, Marshall, T., F. 8. 
Mason, John 'f. Mason, Maxwell, Medill, Miller, Mitchell, 
Moore, Pearce, Pendleton, Plumer, Ramsay, Benj, Randall, 
Alexander Randall, Riggs, Rodney, Roosevelt, Sanford, Saun- 
ders, Shepperd, Shields, Wm. Smith, Stanly, Stratton, John T. 

uart, Summers, Sumter, Richard W. Thompson, Jacob 

hompson, Tomlinson, Turney, Van Buren, Van Rensselaer, 
Ward, {Warren, Washington, Watterson, Weller, Edward D. 
White, Thos. W. Williams, James W. Williams, Christopher 
Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Wise, and Wood—97, 

NAYS—Messrs, S. J. Andrews, Arnold, Arrington, Atherton, 
Aycrigg, Baker, Barton, Bidlack, Brockway, Milton Brown, 
Charles Brown, Burke, Burnell, G. W. Caldwell, Patrick C. 
Caldwell. Calhoun, John Campbell, Wm. B. Campbell, Cary, 
Gasey, Childs, Clifford, Daniel, Dean, Everett, A. Lawrence 
Foster, Gerry, Giddings, Graham, Holmes, Howard, Hudson, 
Wm. Cost Johnson, Cave Johnson, Keim, Abraham McClellan, 
McKennan, Mallory, Mattocks, Maynard, Morris, Morrow, New- 
hard, Owsley, Parmenter, Payne, Pope, Powell, Reding, Rey- 
nolds, Rhett, Ridgway, Rogers, Wm. Russell, James M. Ruse 
sell, Saltonstall, Slade, Snyder, Sprigg, Steenrod, Sweney, To- 
land, and Underwood—65. : 


THE ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole, for the pur- 
pose of taking up the report of the committee of 
conference on the bill ‘making appropriations for 
the support of the army, and of the miliary acad- 
emy, for the year 1842” 

The motion was agreed to; and Mr. J. R. INGER- 
ScLL took the chair, 

Mr. FILLMORE said the difficulties which had 
existed on this bill were all removed, by the mode 
in which the House bad disposed of the bill to re- 
organize ihe army; and, therefore, he moved a 
concurrence in the report of the committee of con- 
ference. : 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON said the question upon 
this till was somewhat different from the one just 
decided by the Fionse. So far as the organization 
of the army was concerned, this question was iden- 
licai with the one just decided; bat this propesi« 
tion was elso designed to equalize the pay of the 
cilicers of the same grade in the different corps -of 
the army, and also to repeal the law authorizing 
the allowance of double rations. These had been’ 
i ap by the committee of conference. The 
e things were managed, should be made 


known iv the House and theeeuntry. The House 
original igaed to reduce the expenditares over 
iwo mill annually. dhe Senate would not 


yield, and strnck the amendment ovt; and, in lieu 
of the two million reduction, proposed to allow the 
Houte one hundred thousand dollars for the West- 
waters. This seemed to be entirely satisfac- 
tory to the member from Indiana, who was. with 
h:m ca the committee of conference. Thereupon, 
ihe honorable chairmen of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, [Mr. FILLMORD,] tae other member of 
the committee Cf conterence, doubted the propri- 
ety of tais course, because it might hereafter 
weaken the vote on the bill for harbers and rivers; 
and, before be could vield, there must be thirty 
thousand collars allowed fcr the lakes. This 
seemed satisfactory to all coneerned on the com- 
mittee, except himself, 

Toe House thus gave up— 

lt. The disbanding the 24 regiment of dra- 
§2ORS. 

2d. 

3i. 
lions. 

Ain, ‘The appropriation for a meteorological bu- 
reau in the War Department. 

5h. Phe $1,056 for completing a uniform system 
of artillery. 5 

64. For miliary surveys, $15,060. 

And, iù Hen sf the redeeiions proposed, they are 
ail restored, with the additional expenditure of 
$130.000 for rivers and lakes. It is true, some 
uifling amendments were surrendered by the Sen. 
ate—such as the pay fer the Georgia militia, which 
had been made in anether bill; the others Were not 
worth attention. Mr. J. said he should not yield 


ern 


E jaalizing the pay of the officers. 
Repealing the jaw authorizing double ra- 


on any of the points referred tothe committee; and 
if he-had no other reason, the very proposition 
offered by the other House would induce him to 
resist to the last any and all propositions that did 
not go to the full extent of the reduction proposed 
by the House. i . 

The committee agreed to concur in the report of 
the committee of conference; and the Committee 
of the Whole rove, and reported the bill to the 
House. 

Mr. McKAY called for a division of the ques- 
tion on the amendments; which was assented to. 

Mr. ANDREWS moved the previous question; 
and it was sustained by the House. 

Mr. W. B. CAMPBELL called for the yeas 
and nays on the first amendment; and, in the 
course of a brief debate, (in which be and Mr. 
FILLMORE tock part,) he said he was no enemy 
to the army; but if the gentleman from New York 
[Mr. FILLMORE] persisted in supporting extrava- 
gant expenditures, he would destroy both the army 
and the party with which he was connected. 

The yeas and nays were ordered on concurring 
with the report of the committee of conference, 
recommending the House to recede from its dis- 
agreement to the first amendment of the Senate, 
and to agree to the amendment. 

The first amendment was the proviso to the 
first section, which the Senate had stricken from the 
bill: it was in the following words: 


“ Provided, That the recruiting service shall cease until the 
number of non-commissioned officers wud privates in the vari- 
ous companies of the several artillery and infantry regiments 
shall be reduced, by death, expiration of term of service, or oth- 
er causes, and such dischargesas the President may from time 
to time direct, to the number fixed hy the act cntided ‘An act 
to reduce and fix the military establishment of the United 
States,’ approved March second, eighteen hundred and twen- 
ty-one: And provided, further, Thatno part of this appropri- 
ation shall be applied, after the 30th day of September next, to 
the payment of the regiment of dragoons established and au- 
thorized by theact of twenty-third of May, eighteen hundred 
and thirty-six: And provided, also, That no money appropri- 
ated in this bill, or hereafter to be appropriated, shall be applied 
tothe payment of any larger sum of money to the officers at- 
tached to the general staff, to wit : those in the adjutant gener- 
al’s department, the inspector general’s department, the quar- 
termaster general’s department, the subsistence department, 
thé purchasing department, the medical deparument, the pay 
department, the corps of engineers, the topographical engi- 
neers, the ordnance department, and the military academy, than 
the sums now paid to the officers of the same grade in the in- 
fantry and artillery service, whether the same be for their pay 
or emoluments, or any other service,” 


The report of the committee was concurred in— 
yeas 82, nays 40. 

Mr. McKAY suggested that the 14th amend- 
ment should be separated from the rest; and on 
that he called for the yeas and nays. The yeas 
and nays were ordered on that amendment, and 
the other recommendaticns of the ccmmittee were 
concurred in without a division. 

Tne 14th amendment was an additional item, 
which the Senate had added to tie bill, as follows: 


“For building and repairing the necessary boats, and for car- 
rying on the improvements on the Missouri, Mississippi, Ohio, 
and Arkansas rivers, one hundred thousand dollars, under the 
direction of theSecretary of War.” 


The committee of conference recommended to 
the House to recede from iis disagreement to this 
amendment of the Senate, and agree to said 
amendment, amended by adding thereto, “And 
for the preservation and repairs of public works 
heretofore constructed for the improvement of har- 
bors, thirty thousand dollars.” 


The yeas and uays were taken and resulied as | 


follows: Yeas 87, nays 54. 

So the bill was disposed of. 

The SPEAKER presented a communication 
from the Post Office Department, transmitting, in 
compliance with the act of 6th July, 1833, a state- 
ment of the contracts, mail gervices, &c. of the past 
year: laid on the table and ordere# to be printed. 

Aiso, two communications from the War De- 
partment-one in answer to the resolution of the 
Ist instant, giving a description of tha persons en- 
listed into the service; and the other in answer to 
the resolution the 6th instant, showing the number 
of public armories and arsenals ander the direction 
of tbe departmen’: laid on the table and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. WM. COST JOHNSON asked leave to is- 
troduce a resolution to refer io a select committee, 
and print, the bill of which he gave notice yester- 
day, in relation to the issuing of two hundred mil- 
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Hons of Government stock, to be disiribuied among 
the States, &c.. : pte : 

Objections being made— 

Mr. J. moved to suspend the rules, and asked 
for the yeas and nays; which having been ordered, 
were taken, and resulted in yeas 8, nays 106, as 
follows: i 

YEAS—Mċéssrs. Adams, Gentry, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Wil: 
liam Cost Johnson, John P. Kennedy, Alexander Randall, 


James M. Russell, and Edward D. White—8. 
NAYS—Messrs. Landriff W, Andrews, Appleton, Arnold, 


. Arrington, Atherton, Barnard, Barton, Birdseye, Boardman, ` 


Borden, Botts, Bowne, Boys, Brewster, Aaron. V, Brown, 
Charles Brown, Burke, Green W, Caldwell, Patrick C. Cald- 
well, William B, Campbell, Cary, Casey, Chapman, ` Chitten- 
den, Clifford, Clinton, Cowen, Cranston, Cross, Daniel, Garrett 
Davis, Richard D. Davis, Deberry, Doan, Doig, John C. Ed- 
wards, Egbert, Everett, Fillmore, Floyd, Thomas F. Foster, 
Gamble, Gerry, Giddings, Graham, Granger, Green, Haber- 


sham, Hall, Harris, Hays, Holmes. Hopkins, Houck, Houston, ` 


Hubard, Hudson, Hunter, James Irvin, James, Cave Johnson, 
Andrew (Kennedy, Lewis, Littlefield, Abraham McClellan, 
Robert McClellan, McKay, McKeon, Samson Mason, Mathiot, 
Mattocks, Medill, Mitchell, Moore, Morrow, Osborne, Owsley, 
Parmenter, Payne, Pendleton, Plumer, Pope, Powell, Ramsey, 
Benjamin Randall, Randolph, Reding, Reynolds, Rhett, Ridg- 
way, Riggs, Rodney, Rogers, Roosevelt, William Russell, 
Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, Shields, Slade, Truman Smith, 
Snyder, Stanly, Steenrod, John F. Stuart, John B. Thompson, 
Richard W. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Trumbull, Turney, 
Underwood, Van Buren, Van Rensselaer, Ward, Warren, 
Washington, Watterson, Weller, Thomas W. Williams, James 
W. Williams, Christopher H, Williams, Joseph L. Williams, 
and Wise—106. 

Mr. BARNARD offered a resolution, that all de- 
bate on the bill to provide further remedial justice 
in the courts of the United States, shall cease in 
two hours after said bill shall be taken up in Com- 
mitice of the Whole; and that then the committee 
shall proceed to vote on the said amendments, 

Mr. BOWNE moved that the House adjourn; 
which motion was carried—ayes 60, noes 50. 

So the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Wenpnespay, August 17, 1842. 


Mr. CALHOUN presented a petition from Wash- 
ingiou county, Florida, praying the admission of 
that Territory as a State into the Union, and a do- 
nation of land for State purpcses: referred to the 
Commitice on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BATES, from the Committee on Pensions, 
made an adverse report on the petition of Mcses 
Archer, for arrears of pension; which was or- 
dered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. BATES, the Committee on 
Pensions was discharged from the further consider- 
ation ef House bill for the relief of Frederick 
Hopkins, and the petition of the widow of David 
Lynn for a pension. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, reported back, without amendmen}, 
and favorably upon, Honse bill for the relief of 
the heirs of Major General Baron De Kaib. 

On motion of Mr. PELELPS, leave was granted 
to withdraw from the fles the petition of the heirs 
of Oliver Parrish. 

Mr. WHITE remarked that, a few days ago, 
the Senator from South Carolina [Mr. Preston] 
moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill ma- 
king appropriation to supply tke deficiency in the 
navy peasion fund was ordered to be engrossed. 
He (Mr. W.) moved that that motion be now 
taken up and considered. 

Mr. WILLIAMS explained that the object of 
the reconsideration was, he believed, to enable 
some Senator to renew the amendments of the 
Senator from Indiana, [Mr. Wuire,] which bad 
been voled down—to replace all those on the pen- 
sion-roll who had been placed there under the law 
of 1837, and who had been dropped under the re- 
pealing law of Jast session. Therefore, all those 
who were not in favor of extending the system 
would vote against the motion to reconsider. ‘Phe 
question could be as well tested on this motion as 
on the amendments, He demanded the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered. 

Messrs. WHITE and WALKER made some 
remarks cn the motion to reconsider; when 

The question was taken by yeas and nays, and 
resulted in the negative—yeas 17, nays 19, as fol- 
lows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Bates, Choate, Clayton, Crafts, Evans, 
Graham, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Miller, Phelps, Preston, 


Smith of Indiana, Tallmadge, Walker, White, and Woodbridge ` 


--17, 
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NAYS--Messrs. Allen, Archer, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Fulton, Linn, Sevier, Smith of 
Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Wilcox, Williams; Woodbury, 
Wright, and Young--19. 

The question now being, Shall the bill be read 
the third time? 2 

Mr. WHITE said, as he could not getin his 
amendment, he wished to record his vote against 
the bill, and asked for the yeas’ and nays; which 
were ordered. 

_ Mr. WILLIAMS said this bill makes appropria- 
tion for pensions actually due. s 

Mr. ARCHER said it not only made provision 
for those pensions actually due, but for all the rest 
incontestably entitled. 

The question was then taken on. ordering the 
bill to a third reading, and carried in the affirma- 
live—yeas 25, nays 2, as follows: 

YEAS--Messra, Allen, Archer, Bagby, Barrow, Bayard, Bue 
chanan, Clayton, Crafts, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Evans, Fulton, 
Graham, Linn, Mangum, Miller, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, 
Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Williams, Wright, and 
Young—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bates and White—2. : 

The bill was then read the third time and passed. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, on leave, introduced a 
joint resolution authorizing the Secretary of the 
Treasury to carry into effect the provisional con- 
tract for the purchase of a light-house site at the 
West Pass of the Mississippi river; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 


THE BILL TO REORGANIZE THE ARMY. 


Mr. EVANS, from the commitiee of confer- 
ence, appointed to consider the disagreeing vores 
of the two Houses on the amendments if the 
House of Representatives to the bill from the Seu- 
ate entitled “An act respecting the organization of 
the army of the United States,” made a report 
(precisely of the same character as that made by 
Mr. Sranuy in the House, and published in the 
Globe of yesterday) settling the disagreeing votes. 

Mr. E. moved that the Senate concur in the re» 
port of the committee of conference. 

Mr. BATES objected to some portion of the re- 
port, (understood to be that part touching the mili- 
tary superintendents of armories,) and demanded 
the yeas and nays on the motion to concur. 

Mr. EVANS remarked that allhe had to say 
was, that the House had concurred in the repcrt of 
its committee of conference; and if the Senate re~ 
fused to concur, the bill would be lost, and there 
would be no reduction of.the army. © Those, 
therefore, who voted against coneurring in the r2- 
port of the commiltee, voted against reducing the 
army. 

The question was then taken on concurring in 
the report of the committee, and decided in the af- 
firmative—yeas 29, nays 7, as follows: 

YEAS—Messts. Allen, Archer, Barrow, Bayatd, Benton, 
Buchanan, Calhoun, Clayton, Crafts, Crittenden, Evans, Ful- 
ton, Graham, Kerr, King, Linn, Mangum, Miller, Porter, 
Preston, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, ‘Tappan, 
Walker, Wilcox, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—29. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bates, Choate, Phelps, Smith of Indiana, 
Tallmadge, White, aud Woodbridge—7. 

The bill for the relief of James Tongue, Jobn 
Scrivener, and the legal representatives of Wm. 
Hodson, deceased, was taken up, as in committee 
of the whole, on an adverse report of the Commit- 
tee on Clains. 

Mr. WRIGHT explained the case, and opposed 
the passage of the bill; and 

Mr. KERR made an elaborate speech in defence 
of the claim, and in favor of its passage. When, 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, its further considera- 
tion was postponed tiil to-morrow. 

House bill entitled An act for the relief of Chas. 
F. Sibbald, was read the third time and passed. 


THE CONTINGENT BILL. 


The bill “to legalize and make appropriations 
for such necessary objects as have been usually 
included in the general appropriation bill without 
authority of law, and to fix and provide for cer- 
tain incidental expenses of the departments and 
cfficesof the Government, and for other purposes,” 
was read the third time and passed. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN moved to reconsider the 
vote on the passage of this bill, with a view of so 
amending jt as to authorize a survey to he made nf 
the harbor of Memphis, Tennessee, with the view 
of establishing a naval depot at that place for the 


\ ¢onsrastion of war-steamers, &c., and appropri- 
zhug $2,000 for the purpose. 
< Messrs. FAPPAN and WALKER opposed the 
xaction; the latter Senator urging that, if any sur- 
vey .was to be made for the purpose indicated, on 
any portion of the Mississippi river, it should be 
“general.” He was prepared to show that Vicks- 
-barg was the best harbor on the river, and a much 
-more appropriate place for a depot than Memphis, 
Tennessee, whose harbor was so miserably bad 
that it was seriously in- contemplation of laying off 
a new town, two miles below it, on the river. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN said he had been induced 
- to offer the amendment at the suggestion ofa mem- 
ber of the other House; but he was not disposed to 
go into a discussion of the relative merits of Mem- 
phis and Vicksburg. He hoped the question would 
pe taken. 
“Phe question was then taken on the motion to 
reconsider, and determined in the negative—there 
being but 8 votes in the affirmative. 
On motion of Mr. RIVES, the Senate then went 
into the consideration of executive business, and, 
after some time spent thereon, adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnuspay, August 17, 1842. 

Mr. MCKENNAN asked leave to offer a resolu- 

tion ; and said that, if any objection should be 
. made, he would move a suspension of the rules. 

Mr. BOTTS rose to a privileged motion. He 
gave notice that he should, at a proper time, ask 
for a reconsideration of the vote on the bill for the 
reorganization of the army. His object was to 
change the provision in relation to superintendents 
of the armories. . 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON insisted that, if the mo- 
tion was received, it should be considered at once. 

Mr. McKENNAN rose and claimed the floor to 
offer his. resolution. 

The SPEAKER, in reply to Mr. Cave Jounson, 
said that the motion for reconsideration was not 
entered; and that the gentleman should have no- 
tice when it was. The gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania being entitled to the floor, 

_ Mr. McKENNAN submitted the following res- 
olution : 


Resolved, That it is expedient to pass another revenue bill, 
the same as (hat which recently passed both Houses of Con- 
gréss-and has been returned by the President, with his objec- 
tions, to this House, entitled “An act to provide revenue from 
jmports, and io change and modify existing laws imposing du- 
tios on imports, and for other purposes,” with the exception of 
the 27th section of said bill, which repeals the proviso to the 
Jard distribution act, and so modified as to make tea and coffee, 
imported in American’ vessels, free from duty ; and that the 
Committee of Ways and Means be, and they are hereby, in- 
structed to report such a bill te this House with all convenient 
despatch. 


Mr. BOTTS moved a call of the House; wbich 
motion prevailing, the roll was called, and resuited 
jn 167 members answering to their names. 

The absentecs were then called, and it appeared 
that 192 members were present. 

Mr. PROFFIT moved to suspend further pro- 
ceedings under the call: rejected. 

The cflicers were directed to close the doors; and 
the roll being again called, several excuses were 
made and accepted. 

On motion by Mir. FILLMORE, all further pro- 
cecdings under the call were dispensed with, and 
the doors were cpened. 

Mr. McKENWAWN inquired if there was any 
objection to his resolution. 

Objections bs ving keen made, 

Ir. McKENNAWN moved a suspension of the 
rules. 

Mr. WISE observed that, if the gentleman would 
modify his resolution, so as to provide simply for 
bringing in a revenue bill, there would be no ob- 
jections. 

Mr. McKENNAN declined any modification of 
his motion. 

Mr. PROFFIT asked to be excused from voting. 
_ Mr, MORGAN moved the previous question. 
{Laughier.] 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina wished to 
know, before the question cn suspending the rules 
‘was taken, whether the resolution was susceptible 
of division, so ag to lake it first on that part de- 
alaring.it expedient to bring in a revenue Dill, and 
ptop there. 
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The SPEAKER said that the question was pre- 
mature. He could not undertake to say what 
would be in order, till the rules were suspended. 

Mr. WISE inquired of the Chair whether the 
resolution, if let in, would be susceptible of amend- 


ment. : 

Mr, CHARLES BROWN made a similar in- 
airy. 

1 The CHAIR said, if the previous question should 

be called and carried, it would cut of all amend- 

ments. 

Mr. PROFFIT asked a question of Chair, which 
the loud and repeated calls to order by different 
members prevented the reporter from hearing. 

Mr. GRANGER protested against these inter- 
ruptions. 

Mr. PROFFIT said the gentleman from New 
York was not the Speaker. He was asking the 
Speaker a question; andif he decided against him, 
he would be content; but he would not be put down 
by the gentleman from New York. 

Loud cries of “‘order—order.” 

Mr. GRANGER insisted on the rules being ob- 
served. The gentleman had no right to ask a ques- 
tion of the Chair. 

Mr. PROFFIT replied, and, amid loud and re- 
peated calls to order, and the rappings of the 
Speaker’s mallet, was only heard to say that “he 
would teach the gentleman he was not Speaker be- 
fore the day was over.” 

The yeas and nays were then called, and result- 
ed in yeas 108, nays 85—as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Sherlock J. Andrews, Appleton, Ay- 
crigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Beeson, Bidlack, Birdseye, 
Biair, Boardman, Borden, Bowne, Browster, Brockway, Chas. 
Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, Childs, Chitten- 
den, John C. Clark, Clinton, James Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, 
Cross, Cushing, Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, Doig, John 
Edwards, Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, John G. Floyd, Gid- 
dings, Patrick G. Goode, Gordon, Granger, Gustine, Hall, Hal- 
sted, Hays, Houck, Howard, Hudson, Charles J, Ingersoll, J. 
R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, Wm. W. Irwin, James, Keim, An- 
drew Kennedy, Robert McClellan, McKennan, T. F. Marshall, 
S. Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Mitchell, 
Moore, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Newhard, Osborne, Parmen- 
ter, Pendleton, Pope, Powell, Profit, Ramsey, Benj. Randall, 
Randolph, Read, Reding, Ridgway, Riggs, Rodney, William 
Russell, James M. Russell, Saltonstall, Sanford, Shepperd, 
Slade, Truman Smith, Snyder, Stratton, Atexander H. H. 
Stuart, Johu T. Stuart, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Trum- 
bull, Van Buren, Van Rennselaer, Wallace, Ward, Weller, 
R. D. White, Thomas W. Williams, Jos. L. Williams, Wise, 
Yorke, and A. Young —108. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Landaff W. Andrews, Arnold, 
Arrington, Atherton, Barton, Black, Botts, Boyd, Milton 
Brown, Burke, Wm. O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, P. C, 
Caldwell, John Campbell, Wiliam B. Campbell, Thomas J, 
Campbell, Caruthers, Cary, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, 
Mark A. Cooper, Cravens, Daniel, Deberry, Egbert, A. L. Tos: 
(er, Gamble, Gentry, Goggin, William O. Goode, Green, Gwin, 
Habersham, Harris, Holmes, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, Hun- 
ter, William Cost Johnson, Cave Johnson, John W., Jones, 
John P. Kennedy, King, Lane, Lion, Littlefield, Abraham 
McClellan, McKay, McKeon, Mallory, John Thomson Ma- 
son, Medill, Owsley, Payne, A. Randall, Rayner, Reynolds, 
Rhett, Rogers, Roosevelt, Saunders, Shaw, illiam Smith, 
Sollers, Sprigg, Steenrod, Summers, Sumter, Taliaferro, 
John B. Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, 
Triplett, Turney, Warren, Washington, Watterson, Joseph L. 
White, ©. H. Williams, and Wood—85, 

Mr. HAYS said he voted in the affirmative, in 
the expectation that the resolution would be di- 


vided. 

The rules not having been suspended, as there 
was not a vote of two-thirds— 

Mr. C. BROWN asked leave to offer the follow- 
ing resolution: 


Resolved, That the House forthwith go into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, for the purpose of consid- 
ering bill No. 547, viz: a bill to supply a temporary defect or 
failure m the laws relating to the coilection of duties on imports; 
and of so amending said bill as to provide such a tariff ofa 
ties on articles imported from foreign countries as will ads- 
quately supply all deficiencies in the revenues of the Govern- 
| rent to meet the economical expenditures, and all other proper 
demands upon the treasury; and that said bill shall take prece- 
dence of ali other business until it shall be finally disposed of, 


Mr. GRANGER objected. 

Mr. C. BROWN moved a suspension of the 
rules, in order to enable him to offer the resolution. 
This motion was decided in the negative—yeas 113, 
nays 81, (not two-thirds,) as follows: 


Y&wAS—Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, Baker, Barton, Beeson, 
Bidlack, Black, Borden, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V, 
Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, William O. Butler, Green W. 
Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, John Campbell, Cary, Chap- 
man, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Colquitt, Mark A. Cooper, Cowen, 
Sranston, Cross, Cushing, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, Dean, 
Doan, Doig, John C. Edwards, Egbert, Everett, John G.: Floyd, 
Gamble, Gerry, Gilmer, Patrick G. Goode, William O. Goode, 
Gordon, Gustine. Gwin, Habersham, Hall, Halsted, Harris, 
Hastings, Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, 
Hudson, Hunter, Charles J. Ingersoll, James Irvin, William W. 
Irwin, Cave Johnson, John W, Jones, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, 


Littlefield, Abraham McClellan; Robert McClellan, McKay, 
McKennan, McKeon, Mallory, Thomas F. Marshall, John Fy 
Mason, Mathews, Mattocks, Medill, Miller, Mitchell, Morris, 
Newhard, Osborne, Parmenter, Payne, Plumer, Pope, Profit 
Read, Reding, Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, Roosevelt, Sans? 
ford, Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, Shields, Slade, Wm, Smith, 
Snyder, Sprigg, Steenrod, Sumter, Sweney, Jacob Thompson, . 
Tilliughast, Tomlinson, Trumbull, Turney, Van Buren, Walt 
lace, Ward, Watterson, Weller, Thomas W. Williams, James: 
w Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Wise, Wood, and Augustus 

oung—112. A 

NAVS—Mesers. Adams, Allen, Landaff W. Andrews, Sher! 
lock J, Andrews, Appleton, Arnold, Aycrigg, Babeock, Barnard, 
Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, Botts, Brockway, Milton Browny. 
Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, Wiliam B. Campbell,” 
Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Casey, Childs, Chittenden, 
John C. Clark, James Cooper, Cravens, Garrett Davis, Deberry,: 
John Edwards, Fillmore, A. L. Foster, Gentry, Giddings, Gog- 
gin, Granger, Green, Howard, James, William C. Johnson, John 
P. Kennedy. Lane. Linn, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Maxwell, 
Maynard, Moore, Morgan, Morrow, Owsley, Powell, Ramsey, 
Benjamin Randall, Alexander Randall, Randolph, Rayner, 
Ridgway, Rodney, William Russell, James M. Russell, Salton- 


stal), Truman Smith, Stanly, Stratton, Alexander H. If. Stuart, ` 


John T. Stuart, Summers, Taliaferro, Joim B. Thompson, R,- 


W. Thompson, Toland, Triplett, Van Rensselaer, Warren, . 


Washington, Edward D. White, Joseph L. White, Christopher 
H. Williams, and Yorke—81. 


Mr. FILLMORE rose to a privileged question. 


He wished to move a reconsideration of the vote’ 


by which the House.had refused to suspend the 
rules, 


although it prevailed, 


After some conversation on the question of order ` 


thus raised, 


Mr. TOMLINSON, who voted with the major- ` 


ity, made the motion to reconsider. 
Mr. McKENNAN moved the previous ques- 
tion; which was put, and carried. i : 
The motion to reconsider the vote by which the’ 


House had refused to suspend the rules, was then ° 


carried by the following vote—yeas 130, nays 70: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Landaf W. Andrews, ` 


Sherlock J. Andrews, Appleton, Ayerigg, Babcock, 
Baker, Barnard, Beeson, Sidlack, Birdseye, Blair, 
Boardman, Borden, Brockway, Milton Brown, 
Chs. Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, 
Wm. B. Campbell, Th. J. Campbell, Caruthers, 
Childs, Chittenden, John C. Clark, Clinton, James 
Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Cushing, Garret Davis, 


Richard D. Davis, Dean, Doig, John Edwards, . 
Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, John G., Floyd,” 
Gentry, Gerry, Giddings, Patrick G. Goode, Gor- ` 


don, Granger, Gustine, Hall, Halsted, Hays, 


Howard, Hudson, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. ` 


Ingersoll, James Irvin, Wm. W. Irwin, James, 


Keim, Jobn P. Kennedy, Lane, Robert McClellan, © 


McKennan, To. F. Marshall, Samson Mason, 
Mathiot, Mathews, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, 
Medill, Mitchell, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, 
Newhard, Osborne, Parmenter, Pearce, Pendleton, 
Plumer, Pope, Powell, Proffit, Ramsey, Benjamin 


Randall, Alexander Randall, Randolph, Read, ; 


Reding, Reynolds, Ridgway, Riggs, Rodney, Wm. 


He did not know whether he had a right to` 
make the motion, as he had voted in the minority, 


Russell, James M. Russel], Saltonstall, Sanford, - - 


Shepperd, Slade, Truman Smith, Snyder, Sprigg, 
Stanly, Stratton, A. H. H. Stuart, John T. Stuart, 


Summers, Sweney, Taliaferro, John B. Thompson, 


Richard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tom- 


linson, Triplett, Trambull, Van Buren, Van Rens- | 


selaer, Wallace, Ward, Weller, Edw, D. White, 
Joseph L. White, Thomas W. Williams, James 


W. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Wise, Yorke, ` 


and Augustus Yousg—130. 

NAYS—Me 
Atherton, Barion, Black, Botts, Boyd, Aaron V. 
Brown, Burke, Wm. O. Butler, Green W. Cald- 
well, Patrick C. Caldwell, John Campbell, Cary, 
Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Colquitt, Mark 
A. Cooper, Cravens, Cross, Daniel, Dawson, 
Deberry, John C. Edwards, Egbert, A, L. Foster, 
Gamble, Goggia, Wm. O. Goode, Graham, Green, 
Gwin, Habersham, Harris, Holmes, Hopkins, 
Heuston, Hubard, Hunter, Wm. Cest Johnson, 
Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, King, Linn, Little- 


field, Abraham McClellan, McKay, McKeon, . 


Mallory, Joha T. Mason, Miller, Owsley, Payne, 
Rayner, Rhett, Rogers, Roosevelt, Saunders, Shaw, 
Wm. Smith, Steenrod, Sumter, Jacob Thompson, 
Turney, Warren, Washington, Watterson, Chris- 
topher H. Williams, and Wood—70. l 


The question again recurred upon the motion to 


suspend the rules for the purpose cf receiving the 
It was deeided in the negative ~ 
il —yeas 122, nays 72, (not two-thirds,) as follows: 


resolution above. 


s.. Adams, Arnold, Arrington, 


` cock, Baker, 


- YEAS.—Messrs. Allen, Landaf W. Andrews, 
Sherlock J. Andrews, Appleton, Aycrigg, Bab- 
i Barnard, Beeson, Bidlack, Birds- 
eye, Blair, Boardman, Borden, ‘Brockway, Mil- 
ton Brown, Charles Brown, J. Brown, Burnell, 
Calhoun,. William B. Campbell, Thomas J. 
Campbell, Caruthers, Childs, Chittenden, John ©. 
Clark, Clinton, James Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, 


: Cushing, Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, Doig, 


John Edwards, Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, 
John G. 'Fioyd, Gentry, Gerry, Giddings, Pat- 
rick G. Goode, Gordon, Granger, Gustine, Hall, 
Halsted, Hays, Howard, Hudson, Charles J. 
Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, Wm. 

. Irwin, James, Keim, John P. Kennedy, Lane, 
Robert McClelian, McKennan, Thomas F. Mar- 
shali, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mauocks, Max- 
well, Maynard, Mitchell, Moore, Morgan, Mor- 
ris, Morrow, Newhard, Osborne, Parmenter, 
Pearce, Pendieton, Plamer, Pope, Powell, Preffit, 
Ramsay, Benjamin Randall, Alexander Randall, 
Randolph, Read, Reding, Ridgway, Riggs, Rodney, 
Wm. Russell, James M. Russell, Saltonstall, San- 
ford, &hepperd, Slade, Troman Smith, Snyder, 
Stratton, Alexander H. H. Stuart, John T. Stuart, 
Summers, Sweney, Taliaferro, John B. Thompson, 
Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, Trum- 
bail, Van Buren, Van Rensselear, Wallace, Ward, 
Weller, Edward D. White, Joseph È. White, 
Thomas W. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Wise, 
Yorke, and Augustus Young—12, 

NAYS.—Messrs. Adams, Arnold, Arrington, 
Atherton, Burton, Black, Botts, Boyd, Aaron V. 
Brown, Burke, William O. Butler, Green W. 
Caldwell, Patrick C. Caidwell, John Campbell, 
Cary, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Colquitt, 
Mark A. Cooper, Gross, Daniel, Dawson, Deberry, 
Doan, J. C. Edwards, Egbert, A. L. Foster, Gam- 
ble, Goggin, W. O. Goode, Graham, Gwin, Haber- 
snata, Harris, Holmes, Hous‘on, Hubard, Hun- 
ter, Wm. Cost Johnson, Cave Johnson, John W. 
Jones, Linn, Littlefield, Abraham McClellan, 
McKay, McKeon, Maliory, John Thompson Ma- 
son, Mathews, Medill, Owsley, Payne, Rayner, 
Rhet’, Rogers, Roosevelt, Shaw, Shields, William 
Smith, Steenrod, Semter, Richard W. ‘Thompson, 
Jacob Thompson, Turney, Warren, Washington, 
Watterson, James W. Williams, Christopher H. 
Williams, and Wood—7Q, 


The SPEAKER announced the regular business 
to be the special order made yesterday, viz: the re- 
ports and resolution of the committes on the veto 
message. 

Mr. CUSHING moved to go into Commitee of 
the Whole cn the state of tae Union, for the pur- 
pose of taking up House bill No. 31, being “A 
bill supplementary to the act entitled ‘an actto 
modify the actof the 14ih of Joly, 1832, and all 
other acts imposing duties on imports,’ approved 
March 2, 1833.” ; 

Mr. ADAMS called for the regular order of bu- 
siness. / 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON said the House was 
bound by the Constitution to consider the revenue 
bill, which bad been vetoed, before any acion could 
be had on the reports and re: olution of the commit- 
tee. Regarding this as a privileged question, he 
moved that the House proceed to the consideration 
of the vetoed bill, with the Presidents objeciions 
thereto. 

The SPEAKER said the motion was in order. 

Mr. ADAMS said ibe special order for 12 
o'clock was the reports and resolution of the com- 
mittee. 

The SPEAKER replied that that would be the 
regular orde: of business if tbis motion should be 
voted down. 

Mr. ADAMS said he called up the special order. 

The SPEAKER said this was a privileged ques- 
tion under the Constitution, while the special order 
was made so under the rales only. The motion 
made by Mr. Cu nina he pronounced to be ont of 
order. He then put the question to the House 
which was made by Bir, W. C. Jonnson. 

Mr. ADAMS inquired if that was consistert 
with the rules. 

The SPEAKER replied: The Chair has decided 
that the rules do not apply; buta majority can vote 
this motion down, 
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Mr. A. V. BROWN called. for the yeas and 
nays on the motion of the gentleman from Mary- 
land; which were ordered. 

Mr. ADAMS moved to lay the motion of the 
gentleman from Maryland on the table. 

Mr. WISE. That is not in order. 

The yeas and nays were then taken on Mr. 
Jounsen’s motion, which was determined in the 
affirmative—yeas 123, nay 77. 


Mr. W. Cà JOHNSON then proceeded to ad- 
dress the House. He avowed that he was actua- 
ted, in making the motion which had just been 
carricd, by a desire tô obey the strict mandate of 
the Constitution itself. He had uniformly voted 
for the biil: which had been returned with the 
President’s objections; and he would not trespass 
on the time of the House in the consideration of 
that message accompanying the returned bill, be- 
cause he believed that not one vote would be 
changed by the report which had been made by 
the select committee, nor by any discussion which 
might be had; and that the vote on the reconsider- 
ation would stand almost precisely as it stood on 
the passage of the bill. Of the message of the 
President, he would observe, that no argument 
which it contained bad changed his opinion, or 
would alter his course ; and he would say, further, 
that whoever might change his opinion on the sub- 
ject of the distribution of the proceeds of the pub- 
lic lands, he (Mr. J.) never would change, unless 
it were to substitute in its place a wiser and better 
policy. He, therefore, would not remove that law 
from the statute-book by any vote of his, under 
any circumstances, un'il the Congress of the Uni- 
ted States should have first placed on the statute- 
book, in its stead, a law that was better for the in- 
terests and welfare of the United States, 

He did not now, nor had he ever desired a con- 
test of strength between any brauehes of this Gov- 
emmeén'; but he foresaw long ago the state of af- 
fairs precisely which now exists. His mind was 
therefore familiar with its contemplation, and his 
course of action had been prepared for the june- 
ture which now exists. He was not taken by sur- 
prise; and there were gentlemen on this floor who 
could bear him testimony that, when the Senate 
placed the fatal clause in the distribution bill at the 
extra session, he predicted it would be the ground 
for this corflict which bas occurred, and that they 
would have to contend with most formidable difti- 
culties, 

He proceeded to notice the reflections to which 
he should be subjected by the course he was pur- 
suing; but he declared that he should pursue his 
course, whoever migit act with or against him. 
His course was taken, and his course was straight 
forward, as i had ever been. 
intention to go into an examination or survey of 
the executive dccument which was then before 
them, or of the political history of the times in 
whe they lived. The hour-hand of the clock 
rolled round too rapidly to allow bim to do so; and, 
therefore, he should proceed to vindicate his own 
course of action which he had thought proper to 
pursue on this floor, and which he meant to con- 
tinue. ‘Phey had attained a juncture of affairs 
which was most remarkable and interesting in this 
our Government and: the histery of jis legislation, 
They bad atiained a crisis most peculiar aud most 
embarrassing—a crisis which, in kis jadgment, 
could only be corrected by wise and practical legis- 
lation. They stocd in a posilion where it became 
matter of debate whether they had existing any 
jaw by which the revenue of the nation could be 
coliecied. Ji was a subject cn which there might 
be rational and proper ground of difference of 
opinion; but his purpose was not to dwel! on that 
question, but to vindica'e a proposition which he 
regarded as one which the crisis in which the coun- 
try was found required at the hands of Congress— 
a proposition which ke believed would relicve both 
the States and the nation. He had asked the House 
times again aod oʻt, to indulge him with a select 
committee for the consideration of that proposition, 
which the people, by their memoria's, pray the 
House to cuusider; but the Houte had refused to 
consider the proposition, and thus be had been 
forced to bring it forward on his own responsibility. 


He proposed to dwell upon it fora few minutes; 


He disclaimed any | 


and, in doing so, he should alade to the President’s 
message in one or two particulars, : woe 

He stated that he should vote for the bill, ashe 
had done before, when the House should be brought... 
to'a test vote on that subject; but, as he under- 
stood the President's message, it was ground of. 
objection to the bill (and it was one of the strong- 
est objections urged) that the amount of the rev- 
enue ccljected from the sales of the public lands 
was So small that, if it were divided, it would give. 
the States no relief. He had anticipated this ob- 
jection Jong before it was made in this Presidential 
message; and the crisis which overwhelms the 
States of the Union had induced him to promise, 
early in the session, that, ata convenient moment, 
he should ask leave to bring forward his plan, 
which goes farther and greater lengths to relieve 
the States of the Union than the distribution act 
itself. If the distribution act remained on the 
statute-book, (and he never would, by any vote of 
his, remove it,’ unless a better were substituted,) 
he should even then bring forward his plan to re- 
imburse to the States the amount of money which 
this Government has received from the public 
lands, calculating the interest on the amount of 
$142,000,000. 

He then proceeded to notice the amount de- 
rived from the public lands, as stated in the Presi- 
dent’s message. The Executive had taken ten 
years of sales of the public lands, and had stated 
the estimated annual amount at about $2,000,000. 
He (Mr Jounson) took the returns of the land 
sales for ten years preceding, and he made the 
estimated annual amuunt to be but a fraction less 
than $9,000,000. . If, then, such were the returns, 
what was it fair to presume the average of the 
next ten years would be? Place the amount at 
what sum they pleased-—bring it down to four mil- 
lions, if they pleased, or even to three millions 
and he would demonstrate to the House a plan 
which was betier for the Government, for the 
States, and for the people, than thé plan of the 
charmas of the Committee of Ways and Means. 
He had asked the House to consider a bill which 
he reported a few days since, which contained pre- 
cisely the principles of the bill reported by the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
with the difference of a reduction of the duties on 
cotton bagging, and including an item taxing tea 
and coffee, and incorporating in it a proposition 
which he had caused to be read by its title from 
the Clerk’s table. By this ‘pian, he estimated, for 
the first year after the passage of such a law, 
while it adhered to distribution, and was calculated 
to foster every interest of the country, there would 
be raised six millions more revenue than by the 
biil which had been vetoed by the President; the 
second year eight millions; and the third year more 
than ten millions more than that bill would pro- 
duce. 

He then proceeded, as he said, to the considera- 
tion of his proposition, in a broader and more gen- 
eral sense. He noticed some peculiar opinions of 
varicus secis of politicians respecting the duties of 
2 Government, and explained to what class he be- 
longed. He said they must adopt a system of 
remedies that would be commensurate with the 
disease wader which the nation was suffering; and 
he was understood to intimate ihat his plan would 
eure the existing evils, and would give to the Gov- 
ernment revenue enough to supply all its legitimate 
wants, : 

He believed that the bill which had been report- 
ed, and which had been passed, and returned by the 


| President with his objections, was a bill eminently 


calculated tc advance the manufacturing interests; 
but, if he bad framed that bill, he would not have 
levied such bish duties on various articles of for- 
eign importation. He would, then, address bimself 
ecially to the great manufacturing interest. He 
belicved, from the calculations he had made, that 
it wouid have been paised with the provision which 
he annexed to it, and that the consequence would 
be a permanent tariff for the next twenty-five years, 
protecting the manufacturing interest, and giving 
relief to the Government and to the States. Let 
him, however, tel! the Northern and Middle inter- 
ests, that, while they have a proposition which is 
to give them a tarif of protection for twenty 
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years, if they. rejected that part of it which gave 
relief to the States, it would not stand four years 
om the siatute- book. No; they would have, instead 
of it, another sliding scale of duties, such as was 
provided by the bill-of 1832. Whilst he believed 
that the two systems of tariff and distribution could 
well harmonize and act together, let him tell gen- 
tlemen that, if they passed a tariff bill giving re- 
lief to the Government alone, without regard to 
the States, there was another interestin the country 
that ‘would take the question up, and ses whether 
they could not cipher out fifteen millions more of 
revenue by a different tariff. Let him say to them, 
that he could take up that revenue bill, and so 


modify it as to raise fifieea millions more of reve- 


nue, by a different scale of duties. 


He would adminish the tariff interest that it was 
time for them to look‘at this question gravely; and 
not tobe frightened at the issuing of two hundred 
millions of stocks; for there were those in the coun- 
try who would unite with him in lookieg to the in- 
terests of the Siates, as well as of the General Gov- 
erpmeni; and if they did not, he would change his 
course accordingly. He had never urged: the dis- 
tribution of the proceeds of the sales of the public 
lands as an abstraction. He had urged it asa 

_ practical and tangible good, for the benefit of the 
States; aad the only argument that he could ever 
bring himself to use before the House, in support 
of the proposition, was, that the distribution of the 
proceeds of the public lands was calculated to bene- 
fit the States, by giving them revenues justly their 
own, in accordance with the acts of cession by 
which the lands, as a trust fund, were conveyed to 
the Government. The principal argument egainst 
that disiribution, was, that the land fund, as it ex- 
isted, was so small and so meagre that it was not 
worth contending for. He would now say to these 
gentemen, that he offered them a proposition of 
a superior character; and that was, such a modifi- 
tion of his proposition, as to afford immediate re- 
lief, both to the people and to the States, and one 
which no person could say was indirect or ineffi- 
cient. 

After some further remarks from Mr. J., 

. Mr. ARNOLD moved the previous question; 
which was seconded by the House. 

Mr. FILLMORE asked if a call of the House 
was in order. 

The SPEAKSR replied in the negative. 

The main questioun was then ordered, which 
question was on the passage of the bill, the Pres- 
ident’s objections to the contrary uote ithstasding. 

Mr. WARREN asked to beexeused from voting, 
on the ground that he was opposed tocha bill, and 
could not vole for it; but if be voiced against it, it 
might be construed into an approval of ihe Presi- 
deni’s message, which he also disapproved of. 

‘Phe vote was taken, and Mr. Warren was ex- 
cused, 

The gnestion recurring on the passage of the 
bill notwithstanding the Presidents objections, and 
the Consilintion requiring this question to be taken 
by yeas and nays, the vote was taken in that way, 
and resulted—yeas 91, nays 87, as follows: 

YLAS--Messrs. Adams, Allen, Landaf W. Andrews, Sher- 
Jock J. Andrews, Appleton, Arnold, Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, 
Barnard, Barton, Birdseye, Blair, Borden, Botts, Brockway, 
Jeremiah Brown, Burneil, Thomas J. Campbell; Childs, Chit- 
tartan, John C. Clark, Jas. Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, 
Cushing, Garrett Davis, John rT Everett, Fillmore, A. 
Lawrence Foster, Geniry, Gogg nger, Green, Hali, Hal- 
sted, Howard, Hudson, Joseph R. Ing » William W. Irwin 
James, William Cost Johnson, Joha P. Kennedy, Lare, Linn, 
McKennan, Thomas F. Marshati, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, 
Maynard, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Osborne, Owsley, 
Pearce, Pendleton, Pope, Benjamin Randall, Alexander Ran- 
dail, Randolph, Ridgway, Rodney, William Russell, Saltonstall, 
Bhepperd, Truman Smith, Solers, Smigg, Stanly, Stratton, 
Alexander H. H. Stuart, John F. Stuart, ~ummers, John B, 
"Thompson, Richard W, Thompson, Tilhughast, T p, Tome 
Jinson, Triplet, Underwood, Van Renssclacr, Washington, Ed. 
ward D. White, Joseph L. White, Thomas W. Willams, Jo- 
seph L. Williams, and Yorke--91. i 

NAY3—Messrs. Arringion, Athorton, Beeson, Bidlack, Boyd, 
Aaron V. Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, William Ọ, Batler, 
Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwen, John Campbell, Cary, 
Casy, Chapman. Gifford, Clinton, Goles, Colquitt, Mark À. 
Cooper, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, Dawson, Dean, Doan, Doig, 
John C. Edwards, Egbert, Jubn G. Floyd, Gambie, Gerry, Gii 
mer, William O. Goode, Gordon, Gwin, Habersham, Harris, 
"Hastings, Haye, Holmes, Houck, Houston, Hubard, Hunter, 
Charles J. Ingersoll, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones. Lewis, Lit- 
Uefield, Abraham McClellan, Robert McClellan, McKay, Me- 
Keon, Mallory, John Thomson Mason, Mathews, Medill, Mil- 
ler, Nawhard, Payne, Plumer, Proffit, Read, Reding, Reynolds, 
Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, Roosavelt, Sanford, Saunders, Shaw, 


p 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Shields, William Sinitb; Snyder, Steenrod, Sumter, Sweneys 
Jacob Thompson, Turney, Van Buren, Ward, Watterzon, Wel- 
ler, James W, Wiiliams, Wise, and Wood-—87. 

. The roll having been called through, and before 
the vole was announced— . 

Mr. FERRIS asked leave to record his vote in 
the negative. 

Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS objected, because the 
gentleman was not within the bar whea his name 
was calied, 

Mr. BOYD asked if the rules did not require 
every genileman in his seat to vote; and, on being 
answered by the Speaker in the affirmative, said 
tbat the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. WiL- 
Liams] was in his seat when his name was Called, 
and did not vote; and he ‘therefore called on the 
Chair to enforce the rales on him, who was so fond 
of enforcing them on others. 

So the bill was not passed, there not being the 
constitutional majority of two-thirds. 

Mr. ADAMS moved that the House proceed to 
the consideration of the report and resolution of 
the select committee appointed to consider the 
President’s message. 

The SPEAKER said that that was the regular 
order of business; and directed the Cierk to read the 
resolution at the conclusion of the commilttee’s re- 
port; which was read as follows: 


“ Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, iwo- 


thirds of both Houses concurring therein, That the following - 


amendment to the Constitution of the United States, in the 7th 
section of the lst article, be recommended to the Legislatures 
of the several States, which, on the adoption of the same by 
three-fourths of said Legislatures, shall become part and parcel 
of the Constitution: 

“Instead of the words ‘two-thirds,’ twice repeated in the sec- 
ond paragraph of the said seventh section, substitute, in both 
cases, the words ‘a majority of the whole number.’ ? 

Mr. ADAMS observed that he was himself pre- 
pared to vote for that resolution at this time. He 
did not desire to take up the time of the House by 
debating it, and would merely observe that the 
alteration proposed in the Constitution was as small 
as could be, to be any alieration at all. It proposed 
to substitute a majority of the whole number of the 
House and Senate, for a majority of two-thirds, for 
the passage cf a bill after it had been returned by 
the President with his objections. The reasons for 
this change were briefly stated in the report of the 
majority. So far asrelated to himself, he had 
been, from the time the Constitution was first 
adopted, opposed, in principle, to all amendments 
of that instrament, He had, in general, disap- 
proved of them; and he did not know that he had 
ever voted, since he had been a member of the 
House, for any alterations proposed to that instru. 
ment. He bad a general prejudice against any 
alterations of an instrument that he regarded in 
so solemn and so sacred a light. Unless evils 
arose of an intolerable rature, it was better for the 
peopie of the United States “to bear fhe ills they 
have, than fly to others that they know not of.” 
With regard to this particular provision of the Con- 
stitution, he had been always in favor of it, from 
the tirne the Constituiion was adopted till very ra- 
cemly; but he could not stand the effect of repeated 
experience. His faith in the establishment of 
that principle as part of the Constitution had been 
gradually shaken, till he was ready to vote for this 
alteration, as proposed in the report. He did not 
know one ont of the whole number cf vetoes (so 
called) that had been given since the estab- 


lishment of this Constitution, that it would 
not have operated better for the country, 
if the measures they prevented had be- 


come laws. He doubted whether it would net 
have heen better for the nation if the power had 
not existed. As a part of the great system of 
cheeks and balances in the Government, he was 
stiil = liimg, for one, to Jeave the people of the Uni- 
ie! States to experience the future exerci e of that 
power, limitedand modified as proposed in the res- 
olution. When he spoke of experieree, he need 
not go any farther than the Administration under 
which this power had been exercised much mere 
frequently than under any other. The veices of 
Presicent Jackson were ail, in bis opini-n, among 
the most pernicious acis that could have been 
eoramited for the people ef the United Staies and 
ikeir highest interests. 

After a few further remarks, Mr. A. took his 


e 


seat, intimating his intention to reply, if he thought 
proper, to anything that might be said in debate. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT said that, at this late period 
of the session, When the people were looking for a 
speedy adjournment of Congress, and when appro- 
priations like that before the House could not pos- 
sibly pass, or at least could not become operative, 
he thought it was useless to waste the time of the 
House in further discussion. He thought the 
members here had no right to trifle with the wants 
of the people, who were expecting them to do . 
something, or go home. Though it was a very 
unusual thing for him to move the previous ques- 
tion—-and he thought it should not be resorted. to 
except on special occasions—he felt it to be his 
duty to move it on the present occasion. He 
thought the present was one of those periods when 
the previous question might be resorted to with 
propriety. The House had this day taken a vote 
upon a bill passed by the two Houses and returned 
by the President with his objections, and the result 
was, a lean majority of four votes in favor of the 
bill—the same majority by which it was originally 
passed. Though the numbers for and against the 
bill had changed, the majority seemed to be stereo- 
typed. It was with a conviction of the necessity 
of doing something, that he was induced to move 
the previcus question. 


It was plain that the majority, if it meant to 
make a bill, had the power to do so, aad to proceed 
immediately. He thought it was time they were 
letting the country know what they meant to do, 
They had the power, and ought to go ahead without 
a suspension of the rules. If they did not mean to 
do any thing, he regarded it as perfectly idle to keep 
Congress in session here any longer without pro- 
viding means to replenish an exhausted treasury. 
True, he was noi one of those who thought the re- 
venues of the country in such a bad situation as 
they were represented to be in; but, taking the op- 
posite party as the judges, who declared the Gov- 
ernment to be without means, he considered it 
worse than idle, to go on passing claims and 
making appropriations when there was no money in 
the treasury to satisfy them, and no law to put any 
there. We should do something, or go home. 
{Cries of “agreed; good.”] He reminded the 
House, and called the attention of the country to 
the fact, that the first veto was sent in before the 
30th of June, when the reduction of duties took 
effect, according to law. There was time enough, 
then, to have passed a law, and to have prevented 
all the evil effects which gentlemen complained 
had resulted from the absence of legislation on the 
subject. 

[Here Mr. ARnotp made an interruption; but 
was called to order.] 

Before the evil now complained of bad arisen, a 
friend of his from Ohio, [Mr. WELLER,] backed by 
the united force of the minority, offered a bill to 
continue in force the rate of duties existing prior to 
the 30th of June—a measure which would have 
obviated the present difficulties. 

What was done when this measure was attempt- 
ed to be introduced by the gentleman from Ohio? 
Objection was made. Ii could not be explained or 
debated. A suspension ef the rules was moved; 
and, in one solid column, the majority voted down 
the motion. Though ne (Mr. R.) was one of the 
minority who advocated the fulfiiment of the 20 
per cent, duties, as costemplaied in the compro- 
mise act, yet hy was willing lo carry out a higher 
rate, such as existed previous to the 30.h of Jane. 
With that view, he had offered a bill to meet the 
evil. It was noian ex post facto measure, to render 
lawful duties which had been paid; but a measure 
in‘roduced ia time to have met and prevented the 
contingency that occurred on the 30th June. This 
bil, like that of his friend from Ohio, was algo ob- 
jected to; and a moticn to suspend the rules, in or- 
der te receive it, voled dows by the majority. 
Thus the same men who were {insisting that the 
‘ry would be ruined for want of legislation, 
vo‘ed in solid column against even considering any 
proposition whatever. Fhe minority did the best 
they could. On two several occasions they endeav- 
orei fo get meesures before the House—measures 
which wouid have been open io amendment, and 
which the majority would have been under no ob- 
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ligation to pass as presented. The majority, how- 
ever, declared they would not even hear any prop- 
osition which was presented. They refused to 
permit any bill to be announced; yet the minority 
were to be told, and the country to be informed, 
that the distress now prevailing was occasioned by 
them! ` For his own part, bis conscience’ was 
Clear! He claimed no right (as they would say in 
New England) to any portion of the censure, 

" Now, when the second veto had come in, how 
had the majority voted? When a proposition was 
made by hig friend from Pennsylvania [Mr. C. 
Brown] to instruct the Committee of the Whole 
to report the bill introduced by the Judiciary Com- 
mittee, and which provided revenue, and removed 
the difficulties attending its collection, the motion 
could not be carried; for the simple reason that 
there were not votes enough. [Laughter.] Here, 
then, was a proposition, reasonable in its character, 
not al all restrictive, and which would not have 
prevented the majority from offering amendments, 
t really seemed be to resolved that notbing should 
be done, except it were determined on in caccus, at 
the other end of the Capitol. The party, it seemed, 
had applied the iron rule to themselves. After all 
their talk, in former days, about collar-men, and all 
their dread of that insirument, they had now put 
the collar around their own necks. He hoped they 
would not blame others, whilst they were content 
to wear it. ` 

Although the effect of the speech he had made 
might be to defeat his motion, (as was said 
by the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. T. J, 
CAMPBELL,] who had made several remarks in 
an undertone during Mr. R.’s occupancy of the 
floor,) he would conclude by 
question, 

Mr. GRANGER moved a cail of the House; 
which was ordered. 145 members answered; and 
when the absentees were called, 164 adpeared. 

A few excuses here heard; when 

Mr. GAMBLE moved to suspend the further 
call of the House. 

Mr. WISE called for the yeas and nays on the 
motion; whereupon i 

Mr. GAMBLE withdrew it. 

Farther excuses were heard; when 

Mr. LINN moved an adjournment; but with. 
drew the motion upon the yeas and nays being cr- 
dered. na A 

The Flouse again resumed. the consideration of 
excuses; but after a short time, 

Mr. BOTTS moved to dispense with further pro- 
ceedings inthe call. Many gentlemen had left the 
hall, with a view, he seprosed, to enable them ta 
pass the distribution by a vote of two-thirds, and 
he saw no reason why they shonl? not avail them- 
Selves of the opportunity. 

Mr. IRWIN called for the yeas and nays; which 
were taken, and resulted—yeus 82, nays 87. 

So all further proceedings were s enced, about 
forty minutes baving been speni toerein, 

Mr. BOTTs requested the gentleman froin Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr. Apams] to modify his resointion, 
or permit a vote to-be taken upon the report uf the 
committee. Whilst it was impracticable to carry 
into effect the object of the resoiution, be wished 
to see who were in favor of the report. 

Mr. ADAMS signified his willingness to hive 
the question divided, 

Mr. HOUSTON inquired if the geneman had 
a right to modify his proposition after the previous 
question bad been moved, 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative, pro- 
vided it was done before there was a second. 

Some conversation then en-ued on the right to 
bring the House to a vote upon the adcption ot 
the report alone; af-er which 

Mx. M. A. COOPER expressed a desire that the 
previous question should be withdrawn, and a 
motion submitied io postpone the whole subject 
until the 1st of December next. 

-The previous question was then sustained—ayes 

85, noes 50 

Mr. WISE inqnred whether the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Apams] had moved the adop- 
tion of his report, or simply of the resolution. 

The SPEAKER replied, both the report and the 
resolution. 


calling the previous | 


Mr. BIDLACK moved to lay the report and the 
rescluiion on the table. . 

Mr. CUSHING called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, : 

Mr. WISE inquired if it was in order to call 
for a division, so as ‘to teke the question first on 
laying the report on the table. 

The SPEAKER replied in the negative. 

The yeas and nays were then taken, as follows: 
yeas 85, nays 102. 


YEAS—Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, Beeson, 
Bidlack, Bowne, Charles Brown, Burke, Green 
W. Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, Cary, Clitford, 
Clinton, Coles, Co!quitt, Mark A. “Cooper, Cross, 
Cashing, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, Dawson, 
Doan, Doig, Eabert, John G. Floyd, Gerry, Gil- 
mer, W. O Goode, Gordon, Gwin, Joha Hastings, 
Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hu- 
bard, Hunter, Charles J. Ingersoll, William W. 
Irwin, Wiiliam Cost Jobnson, Cave Johpson, John 
W. Jones, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Lewis, Lit- 
tlefield, Robert McCiclian, McKay, McKeon, Mal- 
Jory, Thomas F. Marshall, John Thomson Mason, 
Medill, Miller, Mitchell, Newhard, Parmenter, 
Payne, Plumer, Pope, Proffit, Read, Reding, Rey- 
nolds, Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, Roosevelt, Saunders, 
Shaw, Shields, Snyder, Stcenrod, Sumter, Sweney, 
Jacob Tompson, Tillinghast, Turney, Van Bu 
ren, Ward, Watterson, Weller, James W, Wil 
liants, Wise, and Wood—85. ` 

NAY3--Mes rs. Adams, Allen, Landaf W. Av- 
drews, Shericck J. Andrews, Appleton, Arnold, 
Aycrizeg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Barton, Birds- 
eye, Blair, Boardman, Berden, Bous, Brockway, 
Milton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Calhoun, Thomas 
J. Campbell, Caruthers, Casey, Crittenden, Joha 
C. Clark, Cowen, Cranston, Gravens, Garrett Das 
vis, Deberry, John Edwards, Everett, Fillmore, 
A. Lawrence Foster, Gamble, Gentry, Giddings, 
Goggin, Patrick G. Goode, Graham, Granger, 
Green, Hall, Halsted, Howard, Eludson, Joreph R. 
Ingersoll, James Irvin, James, John P. Kennedy, 
King, Lane, Linn, McKennan, Samson Mason, 
Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Morgan, 
Morrow, Osborne, Owsley, Pearce, Pendleton, 


Powell, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, Alexander, 


Randall, Randolph, Rayner, Ridgway, Rodney, 
William Russell, James M. Russell, Saltonstall, 
Shepperd, Slade, Truman Smitb, So'lers, Stanly, 
Stratton, John T. Swart, Summers, Taliaferro, 
Richard W. Thompson, Toland, Tomlinson, Trip- 
lett, Prombull, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, Wal. 
lace, Warren, Washington, Edward D. White, 
Joseph L. White, Thomas W. Williams, Christo- 
pter H. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Yorke, 
and Augustus Young—102. 


The SPEAKER then stated the question to be 
on the adoption of the report. 

Mr. WISE asked to be excused from voting, 
He said the report charged the President with cer- 
tain bigh crimes and misdemeanors; for which, if 
Le were culpable, he ought to be impeached. Bat 
as it was the constitutional duty of the Senate to 
try articles of impeachment, he, (Mr. Wisn,) as a 
member of this House, onght not to be called upon 
to vole upon them, this House having no power to 
ty the President. 

‘Phe House excused the gentleman, 

The yeas and nays were thea called; and re- 
oulted, yeas 100, nays 80, as follows: 

YEAS—Messr:. Adams, Allen, Landa W. 
Andrews, Sherlock J. Andrews, Arnold, Ayetigg, 
Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Barton, Birdseye, Blair, 
Boaidman, Borden, Botts, Milton Brown, Jere. 
miah Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, Thomas J. Camp- 
bei, Caruthers, Casey, Chittenden, John C. Ciark, 
James Cooper, Cowen, Crans:on, Gravens, Garrett 
Davis, Deberry, John Edwards, Fillmore, A. L. 
Foster, Gentry, Goggin, Graham, Granger, Green, 
Hall, Halsted, Howard, Hodson, Ja:zes I-vin, 
James, Joha P. Kennedy, King, Lane, Linn, 
McKernan, Thomas F. Marshall, Samson Ma- 
son, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, 
Muchell, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Owsley, Pearce, 
Pendieton, Powell, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, 
Alexander Randall, Randolph, Rayner, Ridzway, 
Rodney, J. M. Russell, Saltonstall, Sheprerd, Slade, 
T. Smith, Soilers, Sprigg, Stanly, Stratton, John 


T. Stuart, Summers, Taliaferro, John B. Thomp- 
son, Richard W. Thompson, Toland, Tomlinson, 
Triplet, Trambuli, Underwood, Van’ Rensselaer, 
Wallace, Warren, Washington, E. D, White, 
Joseph L. White, Thomas W. Williams, Chris. 
topher H. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Yorke, 
and Augustus Young—100. 

NAYS—Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, Beeson, 
Bidlack, Bowne, C. Brown, Burke, Green W. Cald- 
well, P. ©. Caldwell, John Campbell, Clifford, 
Clinton, Coles, Colquitt, Mark A. Cooper, Cross, 
Cushing, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, Dawson, 
Dean, Doig, John C. Edwards, Egbert, J. G. Fioyd, 
Gilmer, W. O. Goode, Gordon, Gustine, Gwin, 
Harris, Hastings, Hays, Hotmes, Hopkins, Week, 
Houston, Hubard, Fsnuter, Charles J: In| sell, 
Wiliam W. Irwin} Cave Johnson, Jo “W. 
Jones, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Lewis, Lite Geld, 
Robert McClellan, McKay, McKeon, Mallory, 
John Thomson Mason, Medill, Miiler, WNewhard, 
Parmenter, Payne, Plumer, Profit, Read, Red- 
ing, Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, Roosevelt, 
Saunders, Shaw, Shields, Snyder, Steenrod, Sum- 
ter, Jacob Taompson, ‘Turney, Van Buren, Ward, 
Watterson, Weller, James W. Williams, and 
Wood—80. 

Mr. SPRIGG rose to move a ceconsideration of 
the vote adopting the report of the committee, 
He said that the report contained st-tements which 
had before been mare in. this kall, the truth of 
which he had before denied. It was asserted in 
the report, that the Executive of the United States 
is levying miilions of money upon the people with- 
out any authority of law. 

The SPEAKER interrupted ihe gentleman from 
Kentucky, and informed bim that there was no 
m tion pending, and therefore that debate was not 
is order. 

Mr. SPRIGG said that he desired his motion to 
be entered; and, at the suggestton of some gentles 
men, he would defer, for the time, the remarks he 
wished to make. He said that he was not actuated 
by any perverse feeling, for he desired, as far as he 
could, to co-operate with the majority; but he could 
not, conscientiously, do so on this question. 

The next question was on the adoption of the 
resolution; on which the yeas and nays were taken, 
and resulied, yeas 98, nays 90, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, L. W. Andrews, 
S. J. Andrews, Appleton, Arnold, Aycrigg, Bab- 
cock, Baker, Barnard, Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, 
Borden, Botts, Brockway, Milton Brown, Jeremiah 
Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, Thomas J. Campbell, 


| Caruthers, Casey, Chittenden, John ©. Clark, 


James Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Garrett 
Davis, Deberry, John Edwards, Fillmore, A. La 
Foster, Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Patrick G. 
Goode, Graham, Granger, Green, Fall, Halsted, 
Howard, Hudson, James Irvin, James, John P. 
Kennedy, King, Lane, Linn, McKennan, Samson 
Mason, Mathict, Maxwell, Maynard, Morgan, 
is, Morrow, Owsley, Pearce, Pendleton, Powe 
sll, Ramsey, Benjamin Randal, Alexander Rane 
dall, Randolph, Rayner, Ridgway, Rodney, Wm. 
Russeil, James M. Russell, Galonstal, Shepperd, 
Slade, Sollers, Stanly, Suatton, John T. Staart, 
Summers, Taliaferro, John B. Thompson, Richard 
37. Thompson, Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, 
Trumbull, Underwood, Van Reasselaer, Wailace, 
Warren, Washington, Eiward D. White, Joseph 
L. White, Fhomas W. Williams, Christopher H. 
Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Yorke, and Augus- 
tus Young— 98, 

NAYS—Messts. Arrington, Atherton, Barton, 
Beeson, Bidlack, Bowne, Charles Brown, Burke, 
Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, Jobn 
Campbell, Cary, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Colquitt, 
Mark A Ccoper, Cross, Cushing, Daniel, Richard 
D. Davis, Dawson, Doan, Doig, Egbert, Ferris, 
John G. Floyd, Gilmer, William O. Goode, Gor- 
don, Gustine, Gwin, Habersham, Harris, Hastings, 
Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, Housion, Hub- 
ard, Hunter, Charles J. Ingersoll, William W. Ir- 
win, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Keim, An- 
drew Kennedy, Lewis, Litiefield, Abraham Me- 
Clellan, Robert MrClellan, McKay, McKeon, 
Mallory, Thomas F. Marchall, John Thomson 
Mascn, Mattocks, Medill, Miller, Mitchell, New- 
hard, Parmenter, Payne, Plomer, Pope, Profit, 


id 
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Read, Reding, Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, Roges, 
Roosevelt, Sanford, Saunders, Shaw, Shields, Say- 
der, Sicenrod, Sumter, Jacob Thompson, Turney, 
Van Buren, Ward, Watterson, Weller, James W. 
Williams, Wise, and Wood—90. 

Mr. MARSHALL moved a reconsideration of 
the vote which bad just been taken. There had 
(he said) been no. question presented to that House, 
since the present Congress convened, which had 
been treated with greater rigor, or which would 
carry, by its decision, more alarming consequences 
than the present. He had thought that, upon a 
question proposing to change the Constitution of 
this Government, the House ought not, under any 
circumstances, by reason of the pressure either cf 
business: or of time, to have proceeded and acted 
with ṣẹ much rapidity as it had done. And in re- 
lation to this question, and to the party who had 
got it up, it-was a matter of peculiar personal im- 
portance to himself that his reasons should go be- 
-fore the country with his vote. Probably the vote 
hbe should give upon this occasion would be de- 
cisive of his place, not only at the present, but for 
coming years. For aman who had been devoted 
to politics from his youth, and from his youth had 
acted with a party unswervingly, it was a severe 
test to find himself now forced up into line, to sup- 
port that which he could not approve. 

The question had been to bim, whatever it may 
have been to others, a bitter cup. He would not 
have tasted it if he could have avoided doing so; 
but having been tendered to him, he had been com- 
pelled to drink it. The question, he thought, bad 
been urged forward with some haste; and he, for 
one, had been taken by surprise. A few months 
ago only, he (Mr. Manstauu) bad been taunted by 
the gentleman standing at the head of the commit- 
tee which had made this report, as being the advo- 
cate of revolutionary doctrines, contained, as was 
asserted, in certain resolutions introduced in the 
other end of the Capitol, by a distinguished Sena- 
tor from that State which he, in part, represented. 
A man so deeply read in the Constitution of this 
country, in every part of it—so thoroughly versed 
and experienced in the practice of the Government 
ever since its commencement—under the dominion, 
in turn, of all the varicus political parties—he (Mr. 
M.) had supposed that such a man, with ail his 
experience, and his learning, and age, and wisdom, 
had at least made up his opinion on the subj ct. 
He repeated, then, thet he would have asked but 
litle time lo consider the subjec!, for the reason 
that it came from a quarter which, cn all constitu. 
tional questions, challenged his respect, were it not 
that a principle was involved, which the House 
would acknowledge contradicted ail his precon- 
ceived opinions on the subject. And as he felt 
that the taunt he bad received from the gentieman 
was more bitter than be deserved, he felt glad to 
find his position and his opinions fortified by the zu- 
thority and cxample of the distinguished Senaior 
to whom he had alluded. He (Mr. MARSHALL) 
had no desire to destroy the Constitution: he stood 
there to aid in administering the Government ac- 
cording to the Constitution. He had been edeca- 
ted with a veneration for it inallits parts. There- 
fore it was, that he never saw it menaced, without 
some alarm; he never lis'ened to a proposition—not 
to dissolve the Union, (for it had been his fate to 
hear a proposition of that kind urged and defended 
on that fleor,) but even to touch the igstrament 
at all, without alarm. He had been in the habit 
of regarding it as the most perfect work that ever 
emanated from the mind of wen. Ele looked upon 
those who framed it, as being at least as wise as 
their descendants, without beidg influenced by the 
passions which were operating upon us. Taey 
had wisely furmed checks, and balances, end curbs, 
and bits, and reins, for tne purpose of preventing 
abuses, which, they well foresaw, without syeh 
checks and curbs, would prevail in any organized 


society. Such had brea the experience cf all men- 
kind. 
This, be believed, was to be made a popolar is- 


sae; that they were to go before the people upon 
this gestion, so well calculated to produce excite- 
ment frefa one end of the continent to the oier— 
the rights of majorities to govera, He (Mr. M.) 
was well aware of the difficulty of the contest; yet 


he, for one, was opposed to any change in the Con- 
stitution. And he was convinced that there was 
no part or portion of the Union, go where they 
would, where the majority would not rise and 
grow restive under such a change. Talk as they 
might about the veto, it was one of the most neces- 
sary powers known to the Constitution; and, if ta- 
ken away, he very much feared the Government uf 
this country would be rencered far more unpopular 
than before. : ; 

‘There were other powers known to the Consti- 
tution which might, with greater propriety, be abro- 
gated. There was a body of magistracy, in whose 
choice the people had no voice, andtin whom, 
nevertheless, the Constitution had chosen to repose 
ihe power to declare null and void laws which bad 
been deliberately and fermally passed by both 
Houses of Congress, and sanctioned by the Execu- 
tive. 

But, upon the subject of the right of a simp'e 
majority lo ruie, if this wasa Whig doctrine, he 
(Mr. M.) had never been a Whig. If he were to 
select one form of government which would be 
more odious to him than another, it would be this. 
No, sir, (said Mr. M.) give my constituents, in 
preference to a form of simple democracy—the 
democracy here advocated—a democracy frem 
which they would shrink with horror,—give them, 
instead of this, a despotism in its worst forms; but 
save them from an irresponsible and dominant fac- 
tion. 


Its effects would be mere terrific here, than in 
any community of which he had any knowledge. 
This Government was composed of separate com- 
munities, having separate interests. Were num- 
bers to be made the Whig test of political power? 


He (Mr. M.) was. no friend to Charles the First. 
If he had lived in the time of Charles, he would 
unqnestionably have been a revolutionist. But an 
hereditary monarch, irresponsible to the people— 
a corporation, sole, independent, and existing 
through ail time, independently of the popular 
will, was entirely different from a President chosen 
by the people, and responsible to them. Gentle- 
men took the ground, and argued here as though 
this exertion of power by the President—a power 
which the Constitution had placed in him—created 
a question between Congress and the Executive. 
Eile (Mr. M.) viewed it differenily. He consiJered 
it isa dispuie between two seryants of a common 
master who had been made a mutual check upon 
each oiber—both being responsible to that master, 
and not to each other. 

He (Mr. M.) was perfectly willing to get rid of 
the President; but he did not want to change the 
Constitution. There could not, in his judgment, 
he two questions more entirely dissimilar than the 
two presented in that report. Bunt he certainly did 
not think either be, or the gentleman from whom 
the report proceeded, had reason to complain of 
the exercise of the veto power on a late occasion. 
If it bad not been gratifying to the gentleman, he 
(Mr. M ) would acknowledge, sinfu’ as it was, that 
it was gratifying to him whea the Whig bank bill, 
which had pessed both Houses of Congress, was met 
by a veto. Rasher than have seen that bill go into 
a law, he (Mr. M ) would be willirg not only to 
resign his place in inat House, but even his hopes 
of fortune and of favor through life. On such oc- 
casions, where the minority are happy enough to 
be abie to avali themselves of the excentive veto, 
or a judicia! veto, or anything of the sort, he (Mr. 
RA.) would be the last man to deprive them of it. 
Ney, he wouid eling with the grasp of death to a 
wise and salutary provision, which the wisdom of 
our forefathers had secured to us. He would 
preserve the Government in its simple form, as 
Jaid down in the Constitution, agginst al! the 
the world. He would hold to the principles which 
he bad beld to through life; and those principles he 
wouid die claspirg to his bosom. 

There was a peculiarity in the present state of 
affairs, which might not happen again in a century. 
The President, when he came inio power, was not, 
as he well knew, the favorite of his own party. 
Placed in this position, then, and naturally anxious, 
as every man is, to secure’to himself the posses- 


| sion of power and authority; and knowing that it 


l 


was far from the intention of that party to place 
him there again, he might, inasmuch as be had 
nothing to hope from those by whom he wax placed 
in power, have considered it best to look out for 
terms from those who had no share in his election. 
And, after all, what ts ihe veto, but making it 
necessary for two-thirds to agree, instead ofa bare 
majotity? Parties might bet qually divided in Con- 
gress, and the vote of a single man might serve to 
secure the passage of laws, if the veto did not exist. 


Bat he had gone further into this question than 
he intended. For one, he was unwilling to see the 
Constitution of his country changed. The people 
had elected not the House of Congress only, but 
the President also; and they were the true and 
proper tribuna) to determine upon the question 
now at issue. He (Mr. MarsnNLL) wished to 
place himself right upon the question. He thought 
Captain Tyler had done wrong. He (Mr. M.) in 
conjunction with his party, had done all he could 
to avert the evil; and he was ready to go before the 
country upon the issue; but he would leave the 
subject wholly untouched during a time of party 
excitement. 

So the motion was not carried, there not being 
the constitutional majority of two-thirds. 


Mr. GRANGER moved that the House do now 
adjourn; but he withdrew it, at the request of gen- 
tlemen around him. 

Mr. ARNOLD rose; but 

Mr. MARSHALL still retained the floor, and 
said he had been told that this subject had been 
discussed everywhere. It was one that he never dis- 
cussed before until this day; for whenever he heard 
it talked about, be remained silent, for he did not 
think proper to discuss il; and if he had, he should 
bave rendered himself unpopular. But when his 
vote was to go on the record, he had thought it 
proper that his reasons should accompany his vote. 
Hewever, supposing the debate to be exhausted, he 
would withdraw his motion. 


Mr. R. W. THOMPSON renewed the motion, 
and moved the previous question. 

Mr. ARNOLD raised a question of order; and, 
after some discussion, ` 

Mr. THOMPSON withdrew the motion. 

Mr. J. COOPER obtained the floor, and said he 
wished to report a bill. 

Mr. WISE inquired if he could move a recon- 
sideration of the vote just disposed of. 

Tee SPEAKER said the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania had the floor. 


Mr. WISE contended that bis was a privileged 
moton. 

Mr. HABERSHAM also desired to move the 
reconsideration, for the purpose of getting the op- 
portunity to express his opinion. 

The SPEAKER ssid the gentlemen were not in 
erder while the gentleman from Pennsylvania had 
the floor. 

Mr. J. COOPER moved tbat the House do now 
adjourn. 

Mr. WISE inquired if he could not have his mo- 
tion entered on the journal. 


Mr. HOPKINS said he wished to inform the 
House that the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads intended to ask the House to-morrow to go 
into Commitiee of ihe Whole on the post-road bill. 

Mr. FILLMORE asked the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania to withdraw his motion, for the pur- 
pose of having a bill referred to a standing corm- 
tmitiee. 

Mr. COOPER assented, and withdrew the mo- 
tion. 

Mr. WISE then claimed the floor. 

Mr. FILLMORE conceived himself entided 
loo B, y 

The SPEAKER, however, gave it to the gentle- 
man frem Virginia. 

Mr. WiSE then proceeded to address the House, 
and followed mainly the ground which had been 
taken by Mr. MarssaLL. After speaking some 
tme, he was inierrupted for the reception of a 
message from the Senate. Fle then gave way for 
a motion to adjoarn, with the undersianding that 
he should be eutitled to the floor to-morrow. — 

The House adjourned at 5 c’clock, 


. IN SENATE: 
“= TauRspay; August 18, 1842. 

: Mr: WRIGHT presented a memorial from the 
New York ànd Albany Railroad Company, pray- 
ing that Congress, in any legislation on the sub- 
ject, will continue to the company the right to 
import railroad iron on the same terms as kereto- 
fore: referred to the Committee on Finance; ard 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ARCHER, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to which had been referred the joint res- 
olution from the House making provision for the 
safekeeping of the charts, maps, and journals of 
the exploring expedition, reported the same back, 
with: a recommendation that it be indefinitely post- 
poned. 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the Committee 
on Claims was discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the claim of Joseph Edson. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE, from the Committee on 
Commerce, to which had been referred a bill from 
the House making appropriation for the construe- 
tion of a sea-wall at St. Augustine, made a report 
upon the subject; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CONRAD introduced a resolution calling 
upon the Solicitor of the Treasury to report to the 
next session of Congress all the facts touching the 
claim of the Ist municipality of New Orleans to 
the tract of land in that city on which the United 
States cus'om-house stands, and his opinion of the 
‘legality of the title of said municipality to the tract 
of Jand in question. 

The resolution, after a few remarks by Messrs. 
LINN, HUNTINGTON, WOODBRIDGE, and 
CONRAD, was laid over, under the rule, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, from the Committee on 
the Judiciary, reported back, without emendment, 
and with a recommendation that it do pass, House 
bill entitled An act to regulate the taking of testi- 
mony in contested elections, and for other pur- 
poses. 

The joint resolution introduced by Mr. Crirren- 
DEN, authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to 
earry into effect the provisional contract for the pur- 
chase ef a light-house site at the West Pass of the 
Mississippi river, was taken up, read the second 
time, and, on motion cf Mr. BAYARD, referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 

On motion of Mr. WALKER, the Senate agreed 
to consider the bili from the House confirming cer- 
tain pre-emption claim’; but, having ascertained 
from the clerk that the bill had not been returned 
from the printer, 

On motion of Mr. RIVES, the Senate proceeded 
to the consideration of executive business, and oc- 
eupied the remainder of the day thereon. 

Then it adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, August 18, 1842. 

Mr. THOS. W. WILLIAMS reported from 
the Committee on Commerce the following bills, 
which were rea! twice, and committed to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole: 


A bill to make the town and harbor of Cold 
Spring, on Long Island, in the State of New York, 
a port of delivery, and to appoint an assistant ccl- 
lector. 

A bill for the rehef of John Patten, jun., owner 
of the fishing schooner Credit, and the master and 
crew ef said vessel. i 

A bill for the relief of Abner Lowell and others, 

owners of fishing schooner William. 
é Mr. J. R INGERSOLL moved that the Com- 
mittee of the Whole be discharged from the bill to 
define and establish the fiscal year of tbe Treasury 
of the United States, which was agreed io. 

The bill was then read a third time and passed. 

THE VETO—THE TARIPF. 


Mr. FILLMORE asked permission to report a 
resolution from the Committee of Ways and 
‘Means. : 

Mr. WISE objected, if it were to interfere with 
the regular business. 

Mr. BOTTS said he, too, objected, if it were 
withdrawn by the gentleman from Virginia. (Mr. 
Wiss] 


a 
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There were loud cries from all parts“of the 
House of ““Whatis i??? é 

Mr. FILLMORE xaid he would send’ it to thé 
Chair, to be read for the information ofthe House. 

The Clerk-read the yesolution as follows: 


Resolved, That it-is expeéiient to pass anatHer revenue bill, 
the same as that which redently passed bot! Houses of Con- 
gress, and has been returned by the Presideat with his objec- 
tions to this House, and, onireconsideration; lost for wantof a 
constitutional majority, entitled “An act t provide revenue 
from imports, and.to change and modify existing laws impesing’ 
duties on imports, and for other purposes;? with the exception 
of the 27th section of said Dill, which repeals the proviso to 
the land distribution act, and so modified as to make tea im- 
ported in American vessels from beyghd the Cape of Good 
Hope, and coffee, free from duty; and that the Committee of 
Ways and Means be, and they are hereby, instructed to report 
such a bill to this House, with all convgnient despatch. 


Mr. WISE said be should only occupy thirty- 
eight minutes—that being the fesidue of his hour, 
which he partially occupied yesterday; and there- 
fore it would be but a‘posiponement of a short 
time, if the resolw:i cn were jdelayed until he had 

A ` 
finished. g 

Mr. FILLMORE said the resclution, he ap- 
prehended, wonld occupy buta few minutes, and 
he hoped it would be disposed of. The committee 
had reported it, in discharge of what they believed 
to be their duty. 

Mr. WISE said he would net object, if it should 
be understood that he had the floor. [Laughter.] 

Mr. BOTTS reiterated his objection to the intro- 
duction of the resolution. 

Mr. FILLMORE inquired whether, after the 
privileged question was disposed of, there would 
not be an hour for the reception of reports? 

The SPEAKER said there would be the usual 
morning hour. 

Mr. FILLMORE intimated that he would defer 
the resolvtion until the commencement of the morn- 
ing hour. : 

Mr. WISE then resumed bis speech, which was 
partially delivered yesterday. Ee more particu- 
larly read and commented on the following pas- 
sage in the majority’s report: 

“They perceive that the whole legislative power of the Union 
has been for the last fifteen months, with regard to the action 
of Congress upon measures of vital importance, ina state of 
suspended animation, strangled by the five times repeated stric- 
ture of the Executive cord. They observe that, under these 
unexampled obstructions to the exercise of their high and legi- 
timate duties, they have hitherto preserved the most respecttul 
forbearance towards the Executive Chief; that while he has, 
time after time, annulled, by the mere act of his will, their com- 
mission from the people to enact laws for the common wel- 
fare, they have forborne even the expression of their resent- 
ment for these multiplied insults and injuries; they believed 
they had a high destiny to fulfil, by administering to the peo- 
ple, in the form of law, remedies for the sufferings which they 
had too long endured. The will of one man has frustrated 
all their labors and prostrated all their powers, The majority 
of the committee Letieve that the case has occurred in the an- 
nals of our Union, contemplated by the founders of the Con- 
stitution by the grant to the House of Representatives of the 
power to impeach the President of the United States; but they 
are aware that the resort to that expedient might, in the present 
condition of public affairs, prove abortive. They see that the 
irreconcilable difference of opinion and of action between the 
Legislative and Executive Departmentsof theGovernmentis but 
sympathetic with the same discordant views and feeling amang 
the people. To them alone the final issue of the struggle must 
be left. In the sorrow and mortification under the failure of 
all their labors to redeem the honor and prosperity of their 
country, it isa cheering consolation to them that the termina- 
tion of their own official existence is at hand; that they are even 
now about to return to receive the sentence of their constituents 
upon themselves; that the legislative power of the Union,crippled 
and disabled as it may now be, is about to pass, renovated and 
revivified by the will of the people, into other hands, upon 
whom will devolve the task of providing that remedy for the 
public distempers which their own honest and agonizing ener- 
gies have in vaiu endeavored to supply.” 

The report went on to say: "“ Fhe power of the 
piesent Congress to enact laws essential to the wel- 
fare of the people has been struck with apoplexy 
by the executive hand.” Whence, he inquired, 
came that cry? From the same source [Mr. Ap- 
AMS] whence c2me the doctrine that the represent- 
ative ought not to be palsied by the will of the 
people! The report, in the extract which he had 
read, said: ‘The majority of the committee be- 
lieve that the case bas ceeurred, in the annals of 
our Union, contemplated by the founders of the 
Constitution, by the grant to the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the power to impeach the Presiden: 
of the United States” hey had a majority cf 
partisans in the Senate: and why not, then, pre- 
fer their articles of impeachment? He challenged 
his colleague [Mr. Bers] to do sa. f 

Mr. BOTTS saidhe should do so in his own 


good time ; but he gave notice to the gentleman 


that he had.not abandoned his intention to impeach 


the-President; and: he should prosecute it at the 
a session of Congress. [Oh! Ou! and laugh- 
ter. 4 


could be found than the present; and he called upon 
him to redeem his pledge to impeach. The gentle» 
man [Mr. Borts] had with him a committee of ten 
to three to ery out that the President was guilty of 
impeachable offences, and 100 to 80 in this House; 
but, instead of putting the President on his trial, by 
preferring articles of impeachment, they skulked— 
ignominiously skulked—from their duty, and 
turned their wrath and fury on the sacred instru: 
ment—the Constitution. What was their exeuse? 
Why, “in the present condition. of affairs, it might 
prove abortive!” “They see that the irreconcilable 
difference of opinion and of action between the 
Legislative and Executive Departments of the Gov- 
ernment is but sympathetic with the same discor- 
cant views and feelings among the people.” They 
were palsied by the will of their constituents! 
Brave and noble action! After all the impus 
dence and vulgarity with which the charges were 
made—afier the double declaration of a commit- 
tee of ten to three, and a House of 100 to 80 
—they retired from the issue when brought to the 
test. Asa friend to the President, knowing there 
was a majority in the Senate against him, he 
(Mr. W.) dared them to the trisl—he challenged 
them to the issue whether the President had 
usurped the power—designedly and wilfully usurp- 
ed the power to collect duties. He challenged 
them to go to the Senate for trial; for they had no 
right to submit the President to any other tribunal. 
They could not try him here. Let it go to the 


Senate, the disposition of which was known; its z 


Mr. WISE asked his colleague if a better time . 


feelings, whether friendly or unfriendly, were well’ 


known; and there were men there who beligvell 
the President to be no better than he ought e. 
He asserted that there was law for the collec#on of 
imports; and fer this he had the authority of the 
great, and distinguished, and illustrious Chancellor 
Kent. He called upon them, then, to go before 
the Supreme Court on that question; and not, by 
the introduction of retroactive bills, and by declara- 
tions on this floor, hold out invocations to mer- 
chants, in a time of distress, to protest and refuse 
to pay even the small duties which could now be 
collected for the support of the Government. 

He would submit it to the people of the United 
States—to the constituents of those who would 
return to ieccive their sentence—whether the 
course of the majority here was patriotic. Even 
if there was doubt in relation to the course to be 
pursued, was it not the duty of the officers of the 
Government to take such a course as would pre- 
vent the Government from starving? Such, how- 
ever, was the destructive spirit of the majority, 
that, for the purpose of heading Capt. Tyler, they 
were not only willing to condemn the President, 
but also to prevent the collection of revenue. The 
whole question resolved itself into this: should the 
Constitution be torn in tatters, merely because these 
gentlemen are disappointed in theirschemes? [Here 
Mr. Wise’s hour expircd.] 

Mr, RAYNER next obtained the floor. Several 
gentlemen [Messrs. Grancer, Gippines, and 
Botrs] wished to make explanations, but he de- 
clined yielding. He had patiently listened to the 
speech of the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 
Waisr;] and, though thal gentleman bad commenced 
with a grand flourish of trumpets, he had heard 
nothing in the way of argument which was entitled 
toarepiy. Instead of attacking the impregnable 
positi of the report of the gentleman: from Mase 
sachusetis, the gendeman bad “skulked—ignowin- 
ioustyskulked”—tke issues embraced in that report, 
aed had, with a degree of “valgerity” for which he 
was remaikable, assailed the individual members 
cf the committee. Efe (Mr. R ) replied in the 
language applied by the gentleman to the mem- 
bers of the committee. He would now give the 
gentleman an opportunity to say how he intend. 
ed it. 

Mr. WISE said that, inasmuch as the gentleman 
from North Carolina had given bhim an opportuni. 
ty to say in what sense he had used his language, 
he would declare that he referred to the action of 
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the committee and the House itself. He had said 
that the majority of the committee, and the House, 
ignominiously skalked from their duty in their pub- 
lic and collective capacity. He spoke of the mem- 
bers, not.in their individual, but in their responsi- 
ble, representative character. He had reflected 
upon no membsr personally—not even his col- 
league, (Mr. Borrs,] to whom alone he had refer- 
red individually, and who did not take exception 
to what hesaid. It was his intention, however, to 
array the conduct of the committee and the House, 
in their collective capacity, before the people; and 
he now repeated the declaration, that their conduct 
was marked by impudent vulgarity, without the 
courage of impeachment. 


Mr. RAYNER said that, inasmuch as the gen- 
tleman from Virginia had disclaimed anything per- 
sonal to himself, he would accept the explana- 

. tion. ; 

Mr. WISE tock occasion to pronounce the same 

language he kad formerly used towards the course 
* of the committee in the House. 

Mr. RAYNER continued. He was willing to 
retract the remarks he had made in relation to the 
gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Wise,] inasmuch 
as nothing personal was intended towards himself. 
But, inasmuch as the gentleman had made his re- 
marks appiy to the while Whig paity, be would 
say that the gentieman’s party was subject to the 
same charges. He hurled back the language in 
the face of the Administration Tyler party. 

Here Mr. BOTTS rose and desired to know 
what remarks had been addressed to him by the 
gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Wusz,}] and at 
which the gentleman said he (Mr. B.) had teken 
no offence. 

Mr. WISE said he referred to the challenge he 
had made to his colleague to bring in his articles 
of, impeachment. He had dared him to do it. 

‘Mr. BOTTS said he had already answered that 
remark. 

Mr. RAYNER resumed, and went <n to say 
that he stood here upon the defensive. When of- 
fensive language was used towards him, he felt it 
to be his duty to reply by words, and, if necessary, 
by corresponding action. He denied that gentle- 
men had any right to deneminate the gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Apams] a3 the leader 
of the Whig party; for that gentleman «fien voted 
against the majority in the House. But, even if 
he were the leader, he was infinitely superior to the 
leaders of the other party in toth Houses—-one of 
whom [Mr. Jonn C. Catnoun] had hoisted the 
banner of nullification, and the other [Mr. C. J. 
IncersoLL] deciared that he would have been a 
tory had he lived in the days of the Revolution. 

He was commenting upon the reports of the 
minority, denouncing them as puerile and malig- 
nant attacks on the Whig party; when 

Mr. GILMER interrupied bim,and remarked 
that the application of the term “puerile”? might be 
a matter of opinion; but he wished to know whether 
the gentleman meant to charge him wih making 
a malignant attack upon the Whig party. 

Mr. RAYNER said he would answer the ques- 
tion when he came to examine the genileman’s re- 
port. 

He proceeded to reply to the remarks of the 
gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Wise ] who charged 
that the gentleman from Massachusets [Mr. 
Apams] was the prime mover and leader of the 
select committee. He could tell the gentleman 
from Virginia that there were members of the 
committee who went much farther in their views 
than the gentleman from Massachusetts wes 
willing togo. He, (Mr, R ) among others, was in 
favor of an impeschmeni of ine President; but the 
gentleman from Maszachuselts thought that the 
time for thal had not yet come. The gentleman 
from Ma s conid rot be called ike leeder, 
merely be he wes selected to draw up a re- 
port expressive of the views of the majority. 

He then entered into om argument against thr 
veto power, contending that itshould be abolish- 
ed; and tbat the framers efike Constituden, whe 
were not cndued wih prescience, erred in inserting 
itin that instrament. He next reviewed the re- 
portof the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. iL- 
MER,] and, hough admiiting it 10 be in good tem- 


| 


l 


; 


` phatically the allegations made against him. 
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per, pronounced it to bedeficient in esprit du corps— 
too laudatory of ihe President, and too much of an 
attack on the Whig party. He reviewed the 
course of Mr. Tyler in the Virginia Legislature, 
upon the distribution of the public lands, and con- 
tended that he was committed to the principle of 
the law passed at the extra session. Next in or- 
Ger he took up tke report made by the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. InazrsoLt,] and criti- 
cised. it generally. . He charged the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania with going to the President’s, 
and playing the jester to that officer ; with dining 
there frequently; with marching there at the bead 
of a column of Democratic members, and makinga 
speech to the President in their behalf; and with of- 
fering the famous sentiment of “ veto and ditto.” 

Mr. C.J. INGERSOLL rose and denied em 
t 
was wholly untrue that he had gone with a bedy of 
Democrats, and made a speech to the President; 


` neither had he offered any sentiment cf “veto and 


diito.” 
Mr. PEARCE here rose and made an explana- 
tion, based on the fact that he had stated to the 


gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. RAYNER} a - 


conversation between himself and the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. C. J. Imcersoun,] in 
which the laiter had seemingly admitted the truth 
of the charge made against him—that be would 
have been a tory had he lived in the days of the 
Revolution. The substance of the explanation 
was, that the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
C. J. Inaersout] had, in his playful way, referred 
to the charge made against him, in order to prove 
his independence of charaster; not contradicting 
the charge, but manifesting a stoical indifference 
towards it. 

Mr. RAYNER said that none of his remarks in 
relation to the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
C. J. JnaersoLL] were based on the statement 
made to him in conversation by the gentleman 
from Maryland [Mr. Pearce ] 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL said he would assure 
the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. Rayner] 
that nothing which he had said bad made him feel 
sore in the least. : 

Mr. RAYNER. So might the rhinoceros say. 
noe must penetrate the skin, in order to burt 

im, ` 

Mr. SAUNDERS said he desired to ask his col- 
league [Mr. Rayner] a single question; and that 
was-—as his colleague was absent at the time of the 
passage of the tariff bill, and as be declined voting 
yesterday, thovgh in his place—he desired to 
know whether he would have voied for the bill or 
net? 

Mr. RAYNER replied, with feeling, that he did 
not recognise any right on the part of the gentle- 
man to interrogate him as to how he should have 
voted on that, or any other question. 

Mr. SAUNDERS, Then the gentleman declines 
to answer. 

Mr. RAYNER then said, had he been present, he 
rather inclined to think he should have voted 
against the bill, He answered the question because 
ke chose to answer it, and not because the genile- 
man had propounded it. 

He then went on to argue that the distribation 
question was one of the main and most general 
issues in the last Presidential contest; and that it 
shouid be regarded as settled in that conflict. 

Mr. G. DAVIS addressed toe House in support 
of ihe report and resointions, and principal-y in 
Opposition to the veto power. This power, wien 
incorporated in the Constitution, was intended by 
iis framers to be a conservative one. It was so in 
the hands of Washingion, and would be ao in the 
hands of any good President. But the anticipa 
lions of our fathers bad proved delusory, and ithad 
resuited in proving to be as absolute a veto 2s ihat 
exercised by the King of Engiand. Ha would ask 
bis respected colleague, [Mr. Mansnatt,] in whoce 
genius, talents, and judgment he had the bighesr 
coufidence—he would ask him if it was intended 
by the framers of the Constitution to ineorpor aie 
in it an absolute veto power. Ths gentleman from 
Pennsylvania contended that this. power in ovr 
Conslitetion was not an absolute one—that it was 
merely suspensory, and intended to. refer the 


measure objected to, to the arbitrament of the peos 
ple. But names did not alter things; and any one 
who would Jock into the practical effect of this 
power, as recently exercised, would come to the 
conclusion that it was as absolute as that of the King 
of England, or of the Roman tribunes. He ad- 
mitted that the President had the power to veto a 
bill; but he had the same power to veto all bilis; 
Now,’ if he should veto all the bills passed by 
Corgress, would any one deny that the power 
should be expunged from the Constitu'ion? Then, 
if he should veto a number of bills essential for the 
prosperity and well-being of the country, several 
times in succession; ought not the power, for the 
same reason, to be abolished?. After a reply from 
Mr. D. to the remarks of Mr. Wisz—— 

Mr. ARNOLD said that this question, as had 
been weil remarked by the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, was above all other questions; and, there- 
fore, if gentlemen thought proper to debate it fully, 
he had no objections. He should not, as it bad 
been apprehended, move the previous question. 
He considered it above all the other questions of 
the country—above the tariff; above the question 
of distribution; and above all other questions, ex- 
cept that of liberty itself. In fact, it was of itself 
the very question cf liberty. 

If h» could have been astonished at anything in 
this House, he should have been astonished yester- 
day at the declaration of the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, [Mr. Marsnatt,] that he thought a Govern- 
ment of a majority was the worst Government in 
the world. He was surprised also to hear the gen- 
tleman from Virginia [Mr. Wise] say that he con- 
curred most heartily in the sentiments of the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky, which to him (Mr. A.) ap- 
peared to strike at the very foundations of the 
Government, and ealeulated to throw us into anat- 
chy and confusion. Talk about the doctrines of 
Fanny Wright, and of Robert Dale Owen, or any 
of those agrarian infidels which went to the de- 
siraction of all law and order! They were but as 
a farthing rushlight to the sun, in comparison with 
the doctrines avowed by these gentlemen. 

Mr. PROFFIT asked leave to make an 
explanation; and on Mr. ArnoLD’s declining. to 
yield the floor, said that one of his constituents 
(Mr. Owen) had been unjustiy assailed, and what 
was said of him was not true, 


Mr. ARNOLD said that, when the gentleman 
from Kentucky and the gentleman from Virginia, 
who acted as the mouth-piece of the President 
here, get up, and advocate such deetrines, he would 
say that they were far more dangerous than any of 
the agrarian doctrines that had been preached in 
New York and elsewhere. It was equivalent to 
saying that the people were not capable of self- 
government. Our ancestors thought that the peo- 
ple were capable of self-government; but, in the 
short space of fifty years, a doctrine had got into 
Congress, that the minority should rule the majori- 
ty; and ithad become a question whether the one- 
man power in this country was supreme, and 
whether the Executive had all the legislative as 
well as the executive power in the Goverament, 

Mr. A. looked upon the speech of the gentleman 
from Kentucky [Mr MARSHALL] as an effort to 
gain admitvance into the Democratic party. It 
was like an alien’s filing his declaration and ap- 
plication for citizenship upon his first entering into 
the country; and the time chosen by the gentle 
man was, when the prospects of the Whig party 
appeared to be gloomy. When the clouds hang 
darkly around us, (said Mr. A.,) our friends are 
beginning to leave us. 

Mr. A. said that gentlemen here, with the most 
sanctimonious countenance, exclaimed that the 
Constitution was so saered and venerable an in- 
sirument, thatit wonld not de to touchit. This 
was a new-born zeal. Did the framers of the 
Constiiution hold it in such high esteem? No; 
they looked upon it as good ‘men do upon poor, 
frail human nature—necessarily imperfect, and 
susceptible of amendment; which could be made 
in the pregress of time, as pointed out by experi- 
ence. At the very time that they framed this in- 
strument, they supposed inat a great many defects 
would be found init, which their shortsightedness 
did not then enable them to discover; and they 


therefore provided the means by which amendments 
might be made. Indeed, it had been amended 
Several times since its adoption. 

He continued the discussion of the veto power, 
and ‘contrasted its exercise in the United States 
with its exercise in England, where it had been 
said, monarchy as it was, there was more liberty 
than in this republic. Here they had had four ve- 
toes and one perjury in fifteen months. . 


Mr. COLQUITT replied to the gentleman from 
Tennessee, (Mr. ARNOLD,} first dwelling with 
caustic playfulness on matters of a personal na- 
ture. The gentleman from Tennessee had said 
that he belonged to neither party, though he acted 
occasionally with a party. ‘Such a declaration 
Was almost sufficient to induce him (Mr. C.) to 
conclude that the gentleman from Tennessee was 
about todo what had been condemned in others— 
desert a falling party. The gentleman from 
Tennessee, in the course of his remarks, seemed 
to consider himself not simply as the Repre- 
sentative of his district, but as understanding 
and representing the feelings of the people of this 
great nation; and that his voice, therefore, ought 
to be obeyed, unconnected, as he declared himself 
to be, with either of the great parties. Nobody 
else was honest,.or wise, or an advocate for econ- 
omy, but that gentleman himself. The Whig party 
did not stand up to him; and he who understood so 
well the opinions of the people of this country, and 
was prepared to be the. Representative of them all, 
was almost in despair because he could not succeed 
in causing the President, the Whig party, and the 
Locofoco party—all to bow down to him, and seek 
his protection. 

The gentleman from Tennessee had alluded to 
language which he said had been used in relation 
to his [Mr. Arnotp’s] want of education; but he 
(Mr. Coreurrr) would not use such language, for, 
if he should judge from the high tone of the gentle- 
man’s eloquence, the chastity of his language, and 
the fertility of his mind, as exhibited in tbis @is- 
cussion, he should conclude tbat gentleman had 
passed through many grades of scholastic distine- 
tion, and that he had developed many natural tal- 
ents since he left the walls of his alma mater. 


The gentleman from Tennessee had talked about 


the statesmen of °76—men whose names were pro- 
claimed by the tramp of fame—who formed our 
glorious Constitution, But did not the gentleman 
know that, by his attack, he was not warring on the 
majority or the minority of this House, but on the 
Constitution itself, which those revered men formed? 
The statesmen of °76 were met under different cir- 
cumstances than those in which they in that House 
were then assembled. The statesmen of °76 had just 
come from the field of strife; and if the members of 
that House were met under similar circumstances, 
he doubted not they would have none of those 
party factions which distracted their counsels. 
But their protection was in the Constitution; for 
those distinguished men by whom it was framed 
appeared to have foreseen and guarded against 
that spirit of ambition, of party, and of faction; 
and they inserted that which the gentleman from 
Tennessee designated “the cne-man power.” Bat 


who was the President of the United States, in į 


whom that power was vested? The framers of 
the Constitution expected him to be a man whose 
fame would be wafied on every breeze, and around 
whom the people would be prepared to rally in de- 
fence of popular rights; they expected him to be 
not the representative of a distriet, but of the 
whole people; while they (the members of that 


House) were but the Representatives of the com- | 


ponent paris of this great nation. He, (Mr. C.,) 
then, looked upon this Government as formed to 
guard against that which had been often urged 
against it—a spirit of factious democracy. Many 
had predicted the overthrow of this and other re- 
publics; but that could only be done by the destrue- 
tion of those separate branches of its Government 
which were designed to protect the rights of the 
whole people. 

The gentleman from Tennessee, by his argu- 
ment, and the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
Abams,] by the resolution which he had reported, 
struck directly at the balancing powers of th’s 
Government; and he [Mr, Conquirt] laid it down 
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as a proposition, that the liberties.of the people 
were only endangered by legislation or by revolu- 
tion. The Presidents power was but a check on 
legislation; he could make no Jaws, though he 
might prevent laws from taking effect, which the 
majority might pass; and this was a conservative 
power, to guard against the evils of a log-rolling 
system of legislation, such as they had witnessed in 
the passage of bank bills, baukrept laws, distribu- 
tion acts, and high protective tariffs. Much evil 
might be. created by legislation, and this “onee 
man power” was one of the checks which the Con- 
stitution placed on such legislation; yet the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts [Mr. Apams]—a late i 
President—after being long in the public service, 
during which time be had given in his adhesion to 
this feature of the Constitution, complained of a 
President for the exercise of a constitutional power. 
Take the exercise of it in relation to a bank, of 
which complaint was made; and, permit him to ask, 
how did that House know that it was the will of 
the nation that there should be a national bank? 

The gentleman said they had come there to carry 
out Whig policy; but he asked, emphatically, 
whether that which was proclaimed here as Whig 
policy, was the policy cf the people. He hoped 
this was to bea government by the people; and du- 
ring the late Presidential contest, many of the peo- 
pie were induced to sustain Gen. Harrison by the 
proclamation-of his opposition to a Bank cf the 
United States. He denied that the people had de- 
termined in favor of a National Bank. Mr. Tyler 
was also represented as opposed to a bank where it 
suited Whig policy; and the question was not 
decided by the people, as was represented. 
Let them lock, teo, at the record in relation 
to this tariff bill, and see whether it had passed by 
a majority of the Representatives of the people sent 
to these halls. Why, some of the Senators were 
found voting for the passage of the bank bill, in 
direct opposition to the people whom they repre- 
sented; and as they could not pass it here by the 
constitutional majority, Jet them go back, and try 
if they could pass it by the people. This tariff bill 
was evidently never intended to be a revenue meas- 
ure, but a measure for protection, and for revenne 
but incidentally; and he predicted that that bill, if 
it should be adopted, would not raise as much rey- 
enue as the 20 per cent. system. He thea pro~» 
ceeded to make some remarks in reference to the 
gentleman from Mass: chusetts, [Mr. A pams,] ona 
report made in 1823, by Mr. Jarvis; and then spoke 
of the outcry against Executive dictation and am- 
bition, and denied their right to impute motives to 
the President. 

Gentlemen talked of this Government as being 
the worst Government in the world. His col- 
league had made a similar declaration; and though 
the President had saved the people from an odious 
law, yet they were prepared here to avow that, if 
the arm of an assassin was raised to take his life, 
they would not interpo:e an arm to save him. And 
these were the men who were endeavoring to al- 
ter the Constitution. | 

Bat as to the subject of the tarif: bow did the | 
the bill pass? Could it be said that it was sus- 
tained by a majority on that fluor? And suppose 
the Constitution to be amended so as to suit the 
views of these gentlemen: it had yet to be shown 
thatthe bill would even then become adlaw, If | 
every man had been true to his principles, it never 
would have gone to the President for his sase- 
tion. And he would ask if there was everan oc- | 
casion when it was more jast and proper that the 
President should stand between the people and | 
their oppressors, by the exercise of the veto power, 
than upon the subject of improper taxation—nu | 
matter wko that President might be,or by what i 
party chosen? i 

But he desired to call the attention of the House 
to another circumstance connecied with the pas- 
sage of that bill, and it was this: that, as far as that 
House knew what the voice of the people really | 
Was, previous to, and at the time of, the gesera! 
elections, they were traitors to their duty, as rep- | 
resenting that popular voice, which, it was univer- 
sally admitted, was favorable to the compromise. 


The great Whig party were favorable to that act; 
and if ever it was proper, therefore, for a President 


SL 


of the United States to exercise the veto power, it 
was assuredly in relation to-a-bill- which violated 
the provisions of that compromise, à E 

He was not sure that the issue had been fairly 


. made up; but this he knew—and it had an impor 


tant bearing upon the question—that as far as ine 
telligence had reached them, there was a universal 


. murmur of discontent against the bill.. And he 


wuld repeat, that, if ever the President had aright 
to exercise his executive function in regard to any 
bill, he undoubtedly bad in regard to this one. He 
was well assured that a lower rate of duties would 
raise a larger amount of revenue. Then, where- 
fore seek to impose high duties? They operated 
not forthe benefit of the artisan, or the laborer, 
but fer the benefit of the capitalist. In matters 
of this kind, personal warfare was the poorest 
sort of warfare on earth; nay, it was the most 
pernicious in which the Representatives of a free 
people could indulge. The Constitution itself had 
raised bulwarks for the protection of American in- 
teresis; and the true principles of this Government, 
under that Constitution, should be. carried out by 
every honorable means. Hitherto, a liberal con- 
struction ef that instrament had prevailed; but now, 
in determining upon its construction, it became ne- 
cessary to wage war against the instrument itself, 
The one-man power, as it was called, was decried 
and denounced, and gentlemen talked about ine 
structions and dictation. So far as he was concerns 
ed, he threw to the winds all such imputations. He 
desired no deception to be practised. There were 
certain principles which he believed to be most 
conduc. ve to the general good: if others thought difa 
ferently, let them enter fairly the field of conflict, 
and go before the people, and submit the matter to 
their decision. i 
Another remark had been made, to which he 
wished to reply. It had been asserted that the 
President was seduced by the Demoeralie paky 
into acting as he had done. He knew nothing 
about a bargain or contract between the President 
anl any party; bat this ke would say—he cared 
not who was the President, or by what party electe 
ed, he, for one, was not prepared to vilify and 
abuse him for the exercise of a constitutional 
power. He would go further. He would say 
that, while the act was in consonance with what 
he believed to be the true interests of the country, 
he, for one, was fully prepared to give it his sanc- 
tion. si 
The hour having expired, Mr. GRANGER rose 
for the purpose of calling the attention of the gen- 
tleman from Virginia [Mr. Wise] to a publication 
in the National Intelligencer; and upon the gen- 
Ueman’s answer would depend the fact as to 
whether he (Mr. Granger) would feel it necessary 
to address the House; but, as he did not observe 
the gentleman at this moment in bis place, be 
wouid waive the subject. And, as he believed the 
interests of the country required that, instead of 
protracting the discussion of this question, they 
should put tnemselves in a situation to act, he 
would now move the previous question. 


Mr. ADAMS said he believed it would be ac- 
knowledged by the House that he had reason for 
desiring to have an opportanity tosay afew words; 
but he would refrain altogether, and leave the 
question to be taken at once. 

Mr, A. V. BROWN called for the yeas and 
nays, which were o:dered. 

Oa taking the question, the yeas were 14, andthe 
nays 140. 

So the motion for reconsideration was rejected. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the standing com- 
mittees be called on for reports, 

Sir. PROFFIP hoped not. 
got enouch before us already, 

Mr. ADAMS moved to take up the report of the 
select committee on the President's exposition of 
his reasons for signing the apportionment bill. 

The SPEAKER said that the motion was not in 
order, the report not being in the business of the 
morniog hour. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO suggested that there were 
some bills from the Senate that ought tu be acted on. 

The SPEAKER declared tbat the regular order 
of business was the reception of reports trom standa 
ing and select committees, 


We have, said he, 
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Mr. WELLER moved that the House resolve 4 
itself into a Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union; which motion was rejected. 

Reports then were made from the following com- 

“mittees: i 
” By Mri ANDREWS, of Kentucky: From the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. TALIAFERRO: From the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims. ; 

By Mr. STRALTON: From the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. i 

-By Mr MeCLELLAN of New York: From 
the Committee on Patents, viz: 

The bill from the Senate, in addition to the act 
entitled An act to promote the progress of the 
useful aris, and to repeal all other acts on the sub- 
ject, without amendment. 

From the Committee of Ways and Means: Mr. 
FILLMORE reported the following resolution : 


Resolved, Thatit is expedient to pass another revenue bill, 
the same as that which recently passed both Houses of Con- 
gress and has. been returned by the President, with his objec- 
tions, to this House,and, on reconsideration, lost for want of 
the constitutional majority, entitled “An act to provide reve- 
nue from imports, and to change and modify existing laws im- 
posing duties on imports, and for other purposes,” with the ex- 
ception of the 27ih section of said bill, which repeals the pro- 
viso to. the land distribution act; and so modified asto make tea 
imported from beyond the Cape of Good Hope, and coffee, im- 
ported in American vessels, free from duty ; and that the 
Committee of Ways and Means be, and they are hereby, in- 
structed to report such a bill to this House with all convenient 
despatch. 

Mr. F., after stating the objects.of the resolution, 
observed that he had reported it as the organ of 
the Committee of Ways and Means, only for the 
purpose of testing the sense of the House on the 
subject, and of ascertaining whether it was practi- 
‘cable to pass another revenue measure at this ses- 
sion; but that, situated as he was, he should de- 
cline voting on it himself. Mr. F. then called for 


e previous question. 
r.. BOTTS moved to lay the resolution on the 


table, and called for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. WARREN moved a call of the House, which 
was not carried. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia said he would be grati- 
fied if the gentleman from New York would let the 
resolution lie till to-morrow. 

Mr. FILLMORE declining— 

The question was then taken on Mr. Borts’s 
motion to lay the resolution on the table, and re- 
jected—yeas 75, nays 103. 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Landaff W. Andrews, 
Arnold, Arrington, Atherton, Botts, Aaron V. 
Brown, Burke, Patrick ©. Caldwell, John Camp- 
bell, Thos, J. Campbell, Caruthers, Cary, Casey, 
Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Mark A. Cooper, | 
Cravens, Cross, Daniel, Dawsos, Doan, Egbert, 
Gamble, Gilmer, Goggin, Wm. O. Goede, Gra- 
ham, Green, Habersham, Holmes, Hopkins, Hous- 
ton, Hubard, Hunter, Wm. Cost Johnson, Cave 
Johnson, John W: Jones, King, Lane, Lewis, 
Linn, Littlefield, Abraham McClellan, McKay, 
McKeon, Mallory, John T. Mason, Mathiot, 
“Mathews, Owsley, Payne, Rayner, Reding, Rey- 
nolds, Rhett, Rogers, Roosevelt, Saunders, Shaw, 
Shields, William Smith, Steenrod, Sumter, John 
B. Thompson, R. W. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, 
Turney, Underwood, Warren, Washington, Jos. 
L. White, James W. Wiliams, and Wceod—75 

NAYS-—Messrs. Allen, Sherlock J. Andrews, 
Appleton, Aycrigg, Baker, Sarnard, Barton, Bee- 
son, Bidlack, Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, Borden 
Brockway, Milton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Bur- j 
nell, Chittenden, John ©. Clark, James Cooper, 
Cowen, Cranston, Cushing, Garrett Davis, R- D. 
Davis, Dean, John Edwards, Everett, Ferris, Fes- 
senden, Fillmore, Juha G. Fioyd, Gentry, Patriex 
G. Goode, Gordon, Granger, Hail, Halsted, Hays, 
Howard, Hudson, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. 
Ingersoll, James Irvin, Wm. W. kwin, Keim, | 
John P. Kennedy, Robert McClellan, MeKennan, | 
Tnomas F. Marshall, Samson Mason, Mattocks, | 
Maxwell, Maynard, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Mor- | 
row, Newhard, Osborne, Parmenter, Peatec, Pen- 
dleton, Plumer, Pope, Powell, Profit, Ramsey, 
Benjamin Randall, Alexander Randall, Randolph, 
Read, Ridgway, Riggs, Rodacy, William Russell, 
James M. Russell, Saltonstall, Sanford, Shepperd, 
Slade, Truman Smitb, Sianly, Stratton, John T. 
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Stuart, Taliaferro, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, | 
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Trumbull, Van Buren, Van Rennselaer, 
Wallace Ward, Weller, Edward D. White, Thos. 
W. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Joseph 
L. Williams, Wise, Yorke, and A. Young—103 

Mr. FILLMORE moved. a call of the House; 
which being ordered, (ayes 82, noes 60) the roll 
was called, and 189 members answered to their 
names, i - 

The absentees being called, it was found that 211 
members were present. i 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, further pro- 
ceedings under the call were dispensed with. 

Mr. McCLELLAN of New York desired to 
know whether his colleague {Mr. FittmMorg] had 
nol announced his determination not to vote on 
either side on the resolution? [Loud cries of ‘‘or- 
der, order.”] 

Mr. FILLMORE answered that he had. 

The CHAIR said that the question was out of 
order. 

Mr. HAYS of Virginia inquired whether he 
could not havea division of the question on the 
resolution, and quoted the 41st rule, which is in the 
following words: 

Any member may call for the division of a question, which 
shall be divided if it comprehend propositions in substance 


so distinct that, one being taken away, a substantive proposi- 
tion shall remain for the decision of the House. 


The SPEAKER said that this was not the time 
to ask for a division. The proper time would be 
when they were about voting on the resolution. 

Mr. HOLMES raised the question of order, 
whether the Committee of Ways and Means had 
a right to offer this resolution without further in- 
struction from the House: said commiitee having 
exhausted its functioas in reporting the tariff biil 
vetoed by the President, and lost upon a reconsid- 
eration by the House, and the House having also 
distinetly refused to refer the subject to them again. 

The SPEAKER overruled tke point of order. 

Mr. PROFFIT wanted to ask a question of the 
Chair. [Loud cries of “order.”] He wanted to 
know if the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, who was not going to vote himself, 
ought to gag others by calling the previous question. 

The previous question was then seconded, and 
the main question ordered. 

The yeas and nays on the main question, (being 
the adoption of the resolution,) having been called 


Triplett, 


. for, were ordered. 


Mr. HAYS here called for a division of the res- 
olution, so as to take the question on that part of 
it which declares that it is expedient to pass another 
revenue bill; and referred to the rule of the House 
he had just cited. 

The SPEAKER decided the motion to be out of 
order, on the ground that, if the first division should 
be rejected, there would be no sense in the re- 
mainder. 

Mr. HAYS appealed from the decision of the 
Chair; but, on taking the vote, it was sustained by 
the House. 

The question on the adoption of the resolution 
was then put; and the roll having been called 
through, 

Mr. WISE inguired of the Chair if he was 
not bound to vote? 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. WISE again inqu:red if the A’s, B's, C’s, 
&c. did not come on the roil before the W’s? 

The SPEAKER replied that they did. 

Mr. WISE said he would inform the Speaker 
that there were several gentlemen near him who 
had not voted. Tie would name two as a speci- 
mer, and gave their names because he eculd vouch 
forthem. They were Br. Marsior of Ohio, and 
Mr. Catucun of Massachusetts. 

Mr. McKENNAN called the gentleman to order. 

Mr. WISE rose to announce that if Messrs. 
Marnrot and Catnoun voted, he would vote. 

Mr. McCLELLAN of New York asked wheth 
erhis colleague from the Buffalo district, [Mr 
Fittmore,j and his colleague from the Aibany 
district, [iMr. Barnarp,] had voted. 

The SPEAKER answered that they had not; 
and that it was out of the power of the Chair to 
compel members to vote, without some action by 
the House. 

Mr. WISE asked if it was in order to make 
members vote, 


The SPEAKER said something, not heard by 
the reporter. 

Mr. WISE. ‘Then I move that the Clerk call 
the names of those members who have not voted. 
He pointed to the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means as one. 

The SPEAKER said that he had no power over 
the subject. If the gentleman from Virginia would 
name any one who had not voted, and send his 
name to the Chair, he would put the question to the 
House. i 

Mr. WISE said that he would do so. 

Messrs. CALHOUN and MATHI0T here voted 
no. 


Mr. McCLELLAN of New York. desired the 
Clerk to cail the name ofhis colleague, the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means, [Mr. 
FILLMORE,] and his colleague from the Albany dis- 
trict, [Mr. Barnarp.] 

Mr. FILLMORE said he would save the gentle- 
man further trouble on his account; and as he had 
been earnestly solicited by several of bis friends 
around him to vote, be would vote no. 

Mr. WISE. Then I vote no, and withdraw my 
point of order. 

Several more votes were then taken, and the 
Chair announced the voie tobe yeas 86, nays 
114, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Sherlock J. Andrews, 
Appleton, Aycrigg, Baker, Beeson, Bidlack, Birds- 
eye, Blair, Boardman, Borden, Brockway, Jere- 


| miah Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, Chittenden, John 


C. Clark, Cowen, Cranston, Cushing, Garrett Da- 
vis, Richard D. Davis, John Edwards, Everett, 
Ferris, Fessenden, Gerry, Giddings, P. G. Goode, 
Granger, Kall, Halsted, Howard, Hudson, Hunt, 
Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, James 
Irvin, William W. Irwin, Keim, McKennan, T. 
F. Marshall, Samson Mason, Mattocks, Maxwell, 
Maynard, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, New- 
hard, Osborne, Parmenter, Pendleton, Plumer, 
Pope, Powell, Profit, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, 
Randolph, Read, Ridgway, Riggs, Rodney, Wm. 
Russell, James M. Russell, Saltonsiall, Sanford, 
Slade, Truman Smith, Stratton, John T. Stuart, 
Toland, Tomlinson, Trumbull, Van Rensselaer, 
Wallace, Ward, Westbrook, Edward D. White, 
Thomas W. Williams, Jos. L. Williams, Yorke, 
and Augustus Young—86. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Landaff W. Andrews, 
Arnold, Arrington, Atherton, Barton, Black, Botts, 
Boyd, Milton Brown, Burke, William O. Batler, 
Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, John 
Campbell, William B. Campbell, Thos. J. Camp- 
bell, Caruthers, Cary, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, 
Clinton, Coles, Colquitt, Mark A. Cooper, Cravens, 
Cross, Daniel, Dawson, Dean, Doan, John ©. Ed- 
wards, Egbert, Fillmore, John G. Floyd, Gamble, 
Gentry, Gilmer, Goggin, William O. Goode, Gor- 
don, Graham, Green, Gwin, Habersham, Harris, 
Hastings, lays, Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, Hous- 
ton, Hubard, Hunter, William Cost Johnson, Cave 
Johnson, John W. Jones, John P. Kennedy, An- 
drew Kennedy, King, Lane, Lewis, Linn, Little- 
field, Abraham McClellan, Robert MeClellan, 
McKay, McKeon, Mallory, John Thomson Ma- 
son, Mathiot, Matthews, Medill, Miller, Mitchell, 
Owsley, Payne, Alexander Randall, Rayner, Red- 
ing, Reynolds, Rhett, Rogers, Roosevelt, Saunders, 
Shaw, Shepperd, Shields, William Smith, Sollers, 
Sprigs, Sianly, Steenrod, Alexander H. H. Stuart, 
Summers, Semter, Taliaferro, John B. Thompson, 
Richard W., Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Triplett, 
Turney, Underwood, Warren, Washington, Wat- 
terson, Weiler, Joseph L. White, J, W. Williams, 
C. H. Williams, Wise, and Wood—114. 


Mr. W. W., IRWIN moved a suspension of the 
rules to enable him to introduce a bill entitled An 
act to provide revenue from imports, and to change 
and modify existing laws imposing duties on im- 
ports, and for other purposes; and on this question 
he called for the yeas and nays. 

Messrs. GRANGER and BOTTS at the same 
time ros? and moved zn adjourninent. 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN calied for the yeas and 
nays on the question; which were ordered, and res 
sulted in yeas 110, nays 80. i 

So the House adjourned. 
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IN SENATE. 

; Friday, August.19, 1842. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the Navy Department, 
transmitting, in compliance with a resolution of the 
Senate of the 5th ult., a report of the experiments 
on the second invention of Captain Easton, to 
prevent the explosion of steam-boilers; which was 
ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 

On motion of Mr. BAGBY 500 copies additional 
of the report on the first invention of Captain 
Easton were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BATES, from the Committee on Pensions, 


reported: adversely to tke passage of several House ` 


bills; and reported. back, with an amendment, an- 
other bill from the House, (the titles of which were 
not heard.) f 

Mr. B., from the same committee, made an ad- 
verse report on the petition of a number of citi- 
zens of Pennsylvania, praying that provision, by 
pension, be made for those officers and soldiers 
who served under General Wayne. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, 
was understood to have reported back, with an 
amendment, House bill making provision for the 
buildiag of a penitentiary in Towa Territory. 

On motion of Mr. WALKER, the bill from the 
House entitled An act to confirm the sales of pub- 
lic lands in certain cases, was taken up as in com- 
mittee of the whole. The amendment from the 
Committee on Public Lands, adding a second section 
to the bill, to guard agains: frauds, was agreed to. 
The bill was then reported to the Senate, read the 
third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. BATES, the Senate agreed to 
go into the consideration of the bills on the calen- 
dar reported by the Pension Committee; when the 
following were considered as in committee of the 
whole, reported to the Senate, and finally passed, 
viz: 

House bill entitled An act for the relief of Je- 
hosaphat Briggs. 

The bill for the relief of Thomas B. Parsons. 

House bill entitled An act for the relief of Eliza- 
beth Gibbs; and 

House bill entitled An act for the relief of Chris- 
tiana Low. : 

House bill entitled An act authorizing the pay- 
ment. of the seven years’ half-pay due on account 
of the revolutionary services of Captain William 
Kelly, was taken up, on an adverse report of the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims, and indef- 
initely postponed. 

THE ADJOURNMENT. 


Mr. PRESTON moved to take up the resolu- 
tion of the House, fixing Monday next as the day 
fpr the adjournment sine die of the present session 
of Congress. 

Mr. BUCHANAN demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. —- 

Afera few remarks by Messrs. BATES and 
RIVES on the impropriety of calling up the res- 
olution at.that time, 

Mr. PRESTON said, as at present advised, he 
was not disposed to second the resolution of the 
House, and he therefore withdrew the motion. 

Oa motion of Mr. RIVES, (the hour of 114 
having arrived,) the Senate proceeded to the çon- 
sideration of executive business, and spent the 
Yemainder of the day thereon. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, August 19, 1842. 

Mr. BIDLACK rose to make a remark in rela- 
tion to a portion of the proceedings of yesterday. 

It would be remembered that the gent'eman 
from Maryland [Mr. Wm C. Jounson] had pre- 
sented several memorials purporting to come from 
Pennsylvania, in favor of that ge.tleman’s project 
for the assumption and payment of the State debts. 
Mr. Bipiac felt it to be his duty te state that, in 
his opinion, the gentleman from Maryland had 
been imposed on, except so far as it regarded the 


first petition presented, which, no doubt, was genu- 
ine; and Mr. B. had so informed the honorable 
member, who, he regretted, was not nowin his seat. 
But the others—and especially the one which was 
so particularly mentioned in the report of yester- 
day’s proceedings—was, in the opinion of Mr. B., 
not genuine, although he had no doubt the gentle- 
man from Maryland supposed it was. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia, on leave granted, pre- 
sented the report and resolutions adopted by a pub» 
lic meeting of tke people of Amelia county, Vir- 
ginia, on the 28th day of July, 1842, opposed to 
a tariff for protection. 

Mr. Jones said the report and resolutions re~ 
monstrated, in strong and forcible terms, against a 
tariff for protection, as unequal in its Operation, 
unjust in principle, and ruinous to the great agri- 
cultural and commercial interests of the country. 
They also remonstrated against any legislation on 
the part of Congress, which should abstract the 
proceeds of the sales of the public lands from the 
national treasury; and relied upon the act of 1833 
as the result of a compromise, yielding a revenue 
adequate to the wants of the Government economi- 
cally administered. 

The report and resolutions were laid on the 
table. 


Mr. BARTON, on leave, offered a resolution 
directing the Secretary of War to communicate to 
the House a copy of his order to the military su- 
perintendents at the Harper’s Ferry and Springfield 
armories, respectively, for discharging the hands 
and closing the shops of those armories, with his 
reasons for giving snch an order. Adopted. 


Mr. GENTRY submitted a resolution (which 
was considered and adopted) directing the Clerk of 
the House to allow to Fendall Cain, who has been 
acting as one of the pages of the House, the same 
compensation as is paid to the other pages. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina asked 
leave to offer the following resolution, which was 
read for information: 


Resalved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be in- 
structed to report a bill forthwith, to provide by Jaw for the 
collection of duties under the existing tariff, to impose duties of 
20 per cent. ad valorem on the importation of tea and coffee, 
and to levy an excise of — percent. ad valorem on the manufac- 
ture or saleof gold and silver ware, and other articles of use 
or ornament in which gold or silver is a component part. 
Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be construed 
to authorize the imposition of a tax or excise on gold or silver 
in coin, in the ore, In bullion, bars, or in any unmanufactured 
state. 


Objections being made to the reception of the 
resolution— 

Mr. CAMPBELL moved to suspend the rules; 
but the motion was not carried. 

Mr. EVERETT asked leave to offer the follow- 
ing resolution, which was read for information: 


Resolved, That, in the present emergency, it is expedient to 
pass, and that the Committee of Ways and Means be instructed 
forthwith to report, the following bill: 


A BILL to provide revenue from imports. 

Be it enacted by the Senute and House of Represent- 
atives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, That from and after the passage of this act, the same 
duties upon imports shall be levied, collected, and paid, under 
the same laws, rules, and regulations, which were levied, col- 
lected, and paid on the Ist day of January, 1840, under the pro- 
visions of the act approved 2d March, 1833, entitled “An act to 
modify the act of the 14th July, 1832, and all other acts impo- 
sing duties on imports,’? except that the said duties shall be 
paid in cash: And provided, further, That in all cases where 
specific duties were imposed upon imports prior to the passage 
of the said act, it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the 
Treasury to ascertain the average rate of duty which was col- 
lected upon each of the said articles throughout the year 1839; 
and such average rate of duty shall hereafter he levied, collected, 
and paid as a specific duty upon the importation of the said ar- 
ticles, in thesame manner as if such respective specific duties 
were respectively imposed by this act. z i 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That on the importation 
ofall the articles made subiect to a duty of 20 per cent. ad valo- 
rem under the provisions of the act enutled “An act relating to 
duties and drawbacks,” approved September ttth, 1841, there 
shall hereafter be levied, collected, and paid, a duty of 30 per 
cent. ad valorem, except upon railroad iron, which shall be 
subject to the same rate of duty as bar or bolt iron of similar 
manufacture under the first section of this act; but nothing 
herein contained shall be so construed as to deprive any State or 
incorporated company, which shall have imported railroad iron 
prior to the 3d day of March next, of the benefits and advantages 
secured to them respectively by the proviso to the 5th section of 
the said act relating to duties and drawbacks. 


Objections being made— 7 

Mr. EVERETT moved to suspend the tules; 
and the question being taken on that motion, re- 
sulted in—yeas 81, nays 105. ’ 


YEAS—Messrs. Appleton, Aycrigg, Baker, Bar- 
ton, Beeson, Bidlack, Birdseye, Blair, Borden, 
Charles Brown, John C; Clark, Clinten, Cowen, 
Cranston, Cushing, Richard D. Davis, Dean, Eg- 
bert, Everett, John G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, 
Gerry, Gilmer, Patrick G. Goode, Gordon, Gus+ 
line, Hail, Halsted, Hays, Hopkins, Houck, Hud- 
son, Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Inger~ 
soll, James Irvin, William W. Irwin, Keim, 
Robert McClellan, Mallory, Thomas F. Mar- 
shail, Mattocks, Maxwell, Miller, Moore, Mor- 
ris, Newhard, Osborne, Parmenter, Pearce, 
Plumer, Pope, Proffit, Benjamin Randall, Ran- 
dolph, Read, Reding, Reynolds, Riggs, Wil- 
liam Russell, Saltonstall, Sanford. Truman Smith, 
Stanly, Steenrod, Stratton, John T. Stuart, Talia- 
ferro, Tillinghast, Foland, Tomlinson, Trumbull, 
Van Rensselaer, Weller, Edward D. White, 
Thomas W. Williams, James W. Williams, Jo- 
seph L. Williams, Wise, Yorke, and Augustus’ 
Young—8 1. 

NAYS-——Messrs. Adams, ‘Allen, Landaf W. 
Andrews, Sheriock J. Andrews, Amold, Arrington, 
Atherton, Babcock, Barnard, Black, Botts, Boyd, 
Brockway, Aaron Y. Brown, Milton Brown, Jere- 
miah Brown, Burke, Burnell, Green W. Caldwell, 
Patrick C. Caldwell, Thomas J. Campbell, Ca- 
ruthers, Cary, Casey, Childs, Chittenden, Clifford, 
Coles, James Cooper, Cravens, Cross, Danie’, 
Garrett Davis, Doan, John Edwards, John C.’ 
Edwards, Fessenden, Fillmore, Gamble, Gentry, 
Giddings, Goggin, William O. Goode, Graham, 
Granger, Green, Gwin, “Habersham, Holmes, 
Houston, Howard, Hubard, Hunter, William Cost 
Johnson, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, John P. 
Kennedy, King, Lane, Lewis, Linn, Littlefield, 
Abraham McClellan, McKay, McKennan, Mce- 
Keon, Samson Mason, John Thomson Mason, 
Mathiot, Mathews, Maynard, Medill, Mitchell, 
Morgan, Morrow, Owsley, Payne, Pendleton, 
Powell, Ramsey, Alexander Randall, Rhett, Ridg- 
way, Rodney, Roosevelt, James M. Russell, Saun- 
ders, Shaw, Shields, William Smiib, Sollers. Alex- 
ander H. H. Stuart, Summers, Sumter, Jobn B. 
Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, Jacob Thomp- 
son, Triplett, Turney, Underwood, Wallace, War- 
ren, Washington, Joseph L. White, Christopher 
H. Williams, and Wood—105. 


Mr. CHARLES J. INGERSOLL rose to offer 


_ a resolution from the Committee on the Judiciary, 


and, if any objections should be made, he would 
move for a suspension of the rules. The resolu- 
tion provided for the introduction of the bill offer- 
ed by him the other day, altered so as to take the 
duties of 1840; and also, with a limitation, added 
by himself, to two years. 

Mr. BOTTS and others objected. 

Mr. INGERSOLL inquired whether he could 
move to go into the Committee of the Whole with- 
out suspension; and, on being answered in the affir- 
mative, submilted a motion to that effect. 

Mr. BARNARD said that, as a member of the 
Judiciary Committee, he objected to that resolu- 
tion, 

The SPEAKER informed him that the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania had varied his motion, and 
moved to gointo Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. INGERSOLL said that, if his motion pre- 
vailed, and the House went into Committee of the 
Whole, he should move to take up the bill intro- 
duced by the chairman of the Judiciary Commit- 
tee, to supply a temporary defect or failure in the 
law to collect revenues from imports; and that mo- 
tion prevailing, ke should then move to amend it 
by substituting the bill offered by him the other 
day, with the modifications he had just indicated. 

Mr. ARNOLD gave notice that, if the House 
went into Committee of the Whole, he should move 

to take up his retrenchment bill, [Laughter.] 
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made by-him yesterday. to suspend the rules, was 
Tiot the. first iņ. orders Hie- had asked the Chair, 
pending the motion for adjournment. yesterday. 
evening, if his motion would not be the first in or- 
der this morning, and was answered in the affirma- 
tive. He would now modify his motion so as to 
move to go into Committee of the Whole, for the 
pme ‘of considering the bill returned by the 

¥esident with his objections, with the exception of 
the clause repealing the proviso in the distribution 


The SPEAKER overruled the motion. 
„Mr: IRWIN moved a suspension of the rules. 
The motion was negatived. 
Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL asked for the yeas and 
nays; and they were ordered, and resulted as fol- 
lows-—yeas 98, nays 84, as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Atherton, Baker, Barton, Beeson, 
Bidlack, Blair, Borden, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, 
Charles Brown, Burke, Burnell, William O. Butler, 
Patrick C. Caldwell, John Campbell, Cary, John 
C. Clark, Clifford, Clinton, Cowen, Cranston, Cross, 
Cushing, Richard D. Davis, Dean, Doan, Doig, John 
C. Edwards, Egbert, Everett, John G. Floyd, Gerry, 
Giddings, Gilmer, Patrick G. Goode, Gordon, Gus- 
tine, Gwin, Hall, Halsted, Harris, Hastings, Hays, 
Hopkins, Houck, Hudson, Hunt, Charles J. Inger- 
soll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, William W. 
Irwin, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Littlefield, Abra- 
ham McClellan, Robert McClellan, McKay, McKen- 
nan, Mallory, Thomas F. Marshall, John T, Mason, 
Mathews, Mattocks, Medill, Miller, Mitchell, Mor- 
ris, Newhard, Osborne, Parmenter, Plumer, Pope, 
Proffit, Alexander Randall, Read, Reding, Reynolds, 
Riggs, William Russell, Sanford, Saunders, Shaw, 
Shepperd, Shields, Slade, Steenrod, Taliaferro, Jacob 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Turney, Weller, 
Edward D. White, Thomas W. Williams, James 
W. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Wise, and A. 
Young—98. f 

Nars—Messrs. Adams, Allen, L. W. Andrews, 
S. J. Andrews, Arnold,“ Arrington, Aycrigg, Bab- 
cock, Barnard, Birdseye, Black, Boardman, Botts, 
Brockway, Milton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Green 
W. Caldwell, Calhoun, Wm. B. Campbell, T. J. 
Campbell, Caruthers, Casey, Childs, Chittenden, 
Coles, Cravens, Garrett Davis, Dawson, Deberry, 
John Edwards, Fillmore, Gamble, Gentry, Goggin, 
William O. Goode, Graham, Granger, Green, Hab- 
ersham, Holmes, Houston, Howard, Hubard, Wil- 
liam Cost Johnson, Cave Johnson, John P. Ken- 
nedy, King, Lane, Lewis, Linn, McKeon, Samson 
Mason, Mathiot, Maxwell, Moore, Morgan, Morrow, 
Owsley, Payne, Pearce, Pendleton, Powell, Ramscy, 
Ridgway, Rodney, Roosevelt, James M. Russell, 
Saltonstall, William Smith, Stanly, Stratton, A. H. 
H. Stuart, John T. Stuart, Summers, Sumter, John 
B. Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, Triplett, 
Underwood, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, Warren, 
Washington, and Christopher H. Williams—84, 


The House then resolved itself into Committee 
of the Whole, (Mr. J. R. Incwrsot in the chair.) 

. The CHAIRMAN stated that, when the House 
was last in committee, the bill ander consideration 
was the navy pension bill. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT moved to lay that aside; but 
the Chairman recognised 


Mr. CHARLES J. INGERSOLL, who moved 


to lay aside that bill, that the committee might. 


take up bill No. 547, (Mr. Barnard's bill] emi- 
tled “A bill to supply a temporary defect or fail- 
ure in the Jaws relating to the collection of duties 
on imports.” 

Mr. WARREN (amidst much confusion) asked 
if that moticn was in order. 

Mr. WISE hoped the Chairman would not allow 
any business to be done until members bad taken 
their seats, and they could learn what they were 
doing. ; 

The CHAIRMAN then put Mr. C. J. INGER- 
FOLL’s motion, 

Mr. LINN called for tellers, and Messrs. Linw 
and Reoskvety were appoinied; and the vote hav- 
ing been taken, they reported 99 in the affirma- 
tive, and S3in the negative. 

Mr. C.J. INGERSOLL then moved that the 
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Mr. WM. W. IRWIN asked if the motion || ‘commitice take up the bill which he bad desig- 


nated. - : i 
Mr. WISE said that was included in the motion 


_ which had just been carried. 


The CHAIRMAN said he did not so under- 
stand it.’ . 

[The excitement and confusion were very great 
throughout the House.] 

The Clerk read the title of the bill as given 
above; and tellers were called for on that question, 
and Messrs WELLER and Kine were appointed. 

Mr. WARREN rose and said: Mr. Chairman, 
I give notice that I shall— (here the gentleman’s 
veice was drowned in a tremendous cry of ‘‘order, 
order.”) 

The tellers then took the vote, and reported 91 
in the affirmativezand 53 in the negative. 

The bill was therefore taken up. 

Tie Clerk read; 


as follows: 3 

1. That upon all gods and merchandise which have been 
imported into the Unifed States since the 30th day of June last, 
or shali be imported between that day and the day when any 
act which may be caked at the present session of Congress, 
imposing duties on intports, shall become a Jaw, and go into 
operation, and which goods, wares, and merchandise would 
have been subject to any duty upon their importation, by laws 
then existing, it they had beenjimported at any time between 
the lst and 30th day of June last, there shal! be levied, collected, 
and paid on such as would have Leen subject by such laws toa 
duty of 20 per cent. ad Walo¥em, or more, a duty or tax of 20 
per cent. ad valorem; an@ on‘such as would have been subject, 
by such laws, to a duty $f lés than 20 per cent. ad valorem, a 
duty or tax in every case qual to the duty to which they would 
have been subject by such laws. 

2. That all laws existing aŭd in force on the Ist day of June, 
imposing duties on imports, äna providing for the collection of 
snch duties, and all provisiaps in such laws, or any of them, in 
regard to the payment of ‘dgties in cash, or the allowance of 
credits in regard to the keeping of goods in public stores, in re- 
gard to appraisements, and the duty of appraisers, collectors, 
and other officers, in reggrd to discriminations, in regard to 
drawbacks, in regard to pains, penalties, and forfeitures, and in 
regard to all other matters and things embraced in such laws 
and provisions, shall, so far asthe same are or may be applica- 
ble, and can be applied to this act, as an act for imposing and 
collecting a duty, or tax, on imported goods, wares, and mer- 
chandise, be deemed, and taken to be, and shall be in force for 
the collection of the duty or tax imposed by this act, as fully 
and effectually as if every regulation, restriction, penalty, for- 
feiture, provision, clause, matter, and thing in the laws afore- 
said, were inserted in, and re enacted by, this act; but the 
same shall not be deemed fo be revived and in force, by any- 
thing in this act contained, for any other purpose, and to any 
other effect whatever. 

3. That in all cases of goods, wares, and merchandise, on 
which a duty or tax is imposed by this act, and upon which, 
on their importation, duties have been or shat} be paid, under 
laws supposed to be in force for the imposition and collection 
of duties on imports, since the 30th of June last, and which 
payments of duties have been or shall be made under protest, 
it shall be lawful for the respective collectors, or other officers 
of the customs having the matter in charge, (retaining so much 
of such duties paid as aforesaid under protest, as will satisfy 
the duty or tax imposed by this act,) to remit and pay over the 
mary if any, to the person or persons claiming and entitled 
thereto. 


Messrs. McKENNAN, W. W. IRWIN, and 
C J. INGERSOLL, with many others, atiempted 
to get the floor; and as the Chairman recognised 
“the gentleman from Pennsylvania,” each of the 
Pennsylvania gentlemen above named retained the 
floor. 

The Chairman gave the floor te 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN, who yielded it to 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL, who moved to strike 
out ali after the enacting clause, and insert the fol- 
lowing as a substitute: 


A BILL to provide revenue from imports. 

Be it enacted, &c., That from and after the passage of this 
act, the same duties upon imports shall be levied, collected, and 
paid, under the same laws, rules, and regulations, which were 
levied, collected, and paid the Ist day of January, 1840, under the 
provisions of the act approved 2d March, 1833, entitled “an act 
to modify the act of 14th January, 1832, and all other acts 
imposing duties on imports,” except thatthe said duties shall 
be paid in cash: And provided, further, That in al} cases where 
specific duties were imposed upon imports prior to the passage 
of the said act, itshali be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasu- 
ry to ascertain the average rate of duty which was collected 
upon each of the said articles throughout the year 1840; and 
such average rate of duty shall hereafter be levied, collected, 
and paid, as a specific duty upon the importation of the said 
articles, in the same manner as if such respective specific duties 
were respectively imposed by this act. 

_ SEC, 2. And be it further enacted, That, on the importa- 
tion of all the articles made subject to a duty of 20 per cent. ad 
valorem, under the provisions of the act entitled “An act re- 
lating to duties and drawbacks,” approved September 11th 
1841, there shall hereafter be levied, collected, and paid, a duty 
of 30 per cent. ad valorem, except upon railroad iron, which 
shali be subject to the same rate of duty as bar or bolt iron, of 
similar manufacture, under the Ist section of thisact; but noth- 
ing herein contained shall be so construed as to deprive any 
Stale or incorporated company, which shall have imported 
raijroad iron prior to the 3d day of March next, of the benefits 
and advantages secured to them respectively by the proviso to 
the gn section of the said act relating te the duties and draw- 

acks, 


the bill through all its sections, 


Sec 3. And be it further enacted, That this law shall be 
in force for and during two years from the day of its becoming 
a law, and no longer. 

Mr. KING rose, amidst much confusion, and 
said: Mr. Chairman, we cannot hear a word that 
is going on; there is so much confusion. 

Mr. SAMSON MASON. Hats off—down in 
front. 

The CHAIRMAN, having obtained compara- 
tive order, stated the question to be on striking out 
and inserting. : 

Mr. BARNARD said, before the motion was 
put, he supposed ıt would be in order to amend the 
original bill, with a view to perfectit. He had 
several amendments which he wished to offer. 

The CHAIRMAN decided that such amend- 
ments would be first in order. 


” Mr. BARNARD moved to amend the second 
section, by adding a clause merely precautionary, 
to provide that nothing in that act contained shall 
be regarded as sanctioning at any time hereafter, 
or as authorizing, the application of that section to 
cases where a penalty may bave been imposed 
by law. His amendment was in these words: 


_ Nor shall anything in this act contained be construed to in- 
flict any fine, punishment, or forfeiture, for any act, omission, 
or occurrence whatever, on any person who was not liable to 
such fine, punishment, or forfeiture, by any law of t@ land ex- 
isting at the time of such omission, occurrence, or forfeiture, 
He apprehended there would be no objec'ion to 


that amendment. 


Mr. ADAMS wished the gentleman to explain 
the necessity for this amendment. ; 


Mr. BARNARD said it would be recollected 
that this bil] was reported from the Judiciary Com- 
mittee to supply the defect in the revenue laws, 
which expired by their own limitation on the 30th 
June. This bill proposed to reach imports which 
had been introduced into the conutry since the 1st 
of July, to extend to the time {when some perma- 
nent revenue law should be enacted by Congress. 
It was retroactive in its operation. It went back 
beyond the date of iis enactment, and reached 
transactions which had been already transacted. 
It proposed to lay a duty, or tax, as ke supposed it 
to have existed on the 30th of June. Now, as an 
act of legislation affecting past trensactions, he 
supposed it to be competent in Congress to pass it 
intoa law. It was retroactive; but it affected civil, 
and not criminal transactions. The object of the 
second section was to revive the laws by which 
Congress had regulaied the collection of duties on 
imports. In thcse jaws there were a great variety 
of penalties; and it had occurred to him, after that 
section was drawn, (very full and explicit as it was, ) 
that some one might make it retroactive as to the 
penalties and punishment to be inflicted by. the 
laws it sought to revive. That he held to be un- 
constitutional; for the Constitation prohibited the 
enactment of any ex post facto law. This, 
however, did not apply to civil transactions; 
though he agreed that its spirit had been ob- 
served as to civil transactions also, and such 
laws had not been allowed to touch any one to 
their injury. But he denied that any one would 
be injured by this act. What were the facts? 
Why, imports had been introduced into the country 
sinee the Ist day of July, by importers who could 
not'Jand them on our shores, under existing laws, 
without a permit; and the act of 1833, known as 
the compromise act—though, in his opinion, and the 
opinicn of a majority of the Judiciary Committee, 
and many other persons, that law imposing duties 
had expired by its own limitation; so that, from the 
30th of June there was no Jaw for the collection of 
imports. Yet, that act of 1833 did give notice to all 
the world that duties should be imposed on imports, 
to take effect from and after the 30th June, ata rate 
not exceeding 20 per cent. It was the express di- 
rection of the act that there should be such an 
enactment of law; the only difficulty being, that the 
law could not execute itself, but required further 
legislation. Now, all this bill required was, that 
they should go back and reach past importations, 
and that the goods should be subjected to duty not 
exceeding 20 per cent. It proposed to supply an 
existing defect in the laws; and its not having been 
applied, did not, in his opinion, exeuse the importer 
of goods from the payment of duties: they hed in- 
troduced them, expecting to pay duties; and they 


did pay them to fhe amount of 20 per cent., though 
they paid them under protest, and they sold'them 


with the duties added, to enhance the price to the 


purchaser. It was but an act of justice to the 
treasury that it should beso. And now, as to his 
amendment which he had introduced: it was in- 


tended to cut off the possibility of any fine, or pun- | 


ishment, or penalty, being inflicted by an ex post 
facto law, which, in his opinion, was clearly un- 
constitutional. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL here intimated that, in- 
stead of a substitute, he would modify his motion 
so as to make bis bill an addition to the bill of the 
gentleman from New York. 

„Mr. ADAMS said this bill, by'its title, was a 
bill tö supply a temporary defect or failure in the 
laws relating te the collection of revenue; and 
what was that defect? As he understood, on the 
30th of June all the laws for the collection of rev- 
enue by duties on imports ceased and determined; 
and from that day no duties on imports could be 
collected by authority of law. The President, 
however, proceeded to levy taxes; and he had al- 
ready said to that House that it presented a case 
precisely similar to that of “ship money” found in 
English history, when the King of England under- 
took to collect money from the people, for the pur- 
pose of building ships for. the establishment of a 
navy. Under such a state of things, taxes had 
been levied on the people of the United States since 
the 30th of June. Now, the title of the bill reported 
by the Judiciary Committee of this House had not 
been contradicted by any member, that he knew of; 
and, without any protest, the bill had, so far, been 
before the House. 

He objected to the bill, because he considered it 
ex post facto in its civil and criminal operation 
The President was now levying money without 
law; and this bill was to go before the juries of the 
country, and the Sapreme Court, in justification 
or excuse of his conduct. He referred to the fact, 
that the House bad been charged with ignominious 
cowardice in declining to impeach the President; 
and remarked that it was always very safe to dare 
Pee do that which it was known they would 
not do. 


The question would have to come before the 
Supreme Court. For his own part, he considered 
that there was no authority to levy duties. He re- 
ferred to the fact, that eight out of twelve judges 
in England bad decided in favor of the King, in a 
similar case, from necessity. Perhaps (he argued) 
the Supreme Court of the United States would de- 
cide in favor of the President for a like reason— 
from necessity—when there was no law, If, how- 
ever, the Supreme Court should decide against the 
Government, it would become the duty of the 
Government to return the money paid in by the 
merchants, and to indemnify them. Then, it 
would become a question whether it was not a 
high crime on the part of the President to levy the 
duties collected by his officers. Then, too, he im- 
agined, there would not be such talk about the 
want of courage to impeach. 


He expressed it as his epinion that Congress 
should not pass any tariff law. The tariff ques: 
tion, he thought, was now on the best footing. 
There could not be found a majority in both Houses 
in favor of a better than that now in operation. 
The revenue got more from the present tariff, than 
it would from any which they could pass, Indeed, he 

“was inclined to suspect that Southern gentlemen 
were in favor of cutting it down stilllower. His 
colleague [Mr. Cusutna] had published a speech, 
in which the tariff was arrayed against distribution, 
and in favor of taking off the tax on tea and coffee. 
It was a very good speech for Lowell; but how 
would it do for Albemarle, Virginia; or Beaufort, 
South Carolina? He argued that the more you 
took out of the tariff bill from the tax on tea and 
coffee, the more it became a protective, and the less 
a revenue measure. 

„He referred to the doctrine held by the Presi- 
dent on the subject of protection. The President 
declated himself opposed to protection directly, 
but. was liberal. enough toward incidental pro- 
tection.. Now, he argued, this doctrine was in 
eonflict with a resolution: passed by the House on 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


“the 12ih December, 1838, one of a series of resolu- 


` tions on the powers of Congress. Tt read: 


“Resolved, That Congress has no power to do indirectly, 
what it cannot do directly.”” 


Yet, the President says, though you cannot pro- 
tect directly, you may do it indirectly—“‘inciden- - 


tally.” : 

He continued his remaris in opposition to the 
bill, basing his chief objection to icon the ground 
that it was an ex post facto criminal law, -> . 

Mr. PROFFIT rext addressed the committee. 
He said that the Committee on the Judiciary had 
done their duty; and he gave them credit, and as- 
sured them that they should bave his aid. He 

` was pleased to see the disposition manifested by the 
moderate men in the House to setile this question. 
A large portion of the Democratic party, and some 
of the Whigs, had so voted. He hoped that noth- 
ing which he had said would induce them to swerve 
from the course they had adopted. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Ap. 
ams] bad voted against taking up the bill of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. C. J. Ixexr- 
souL,] and had made a speech against the Presi- 
dent and his colleague~~thinking, no doubt, that he 
could draw forth a reply from some of the friends 
of the Administration. The gentleman would, 
however, find that he could not get any friend of 
the Administration to bandy epithets with him. 
The country was wailing for something to be done 
—the Senate was waiting for a tariff bill—the anx- 
iety for an adjournment was increasing; yet the 
gentleman from Massachuset!s was trying to raise 
up a party feeling, appealing to the West and to 
the South; and, to cap the climax, declaring that no 
tariff bill ought to pass. Let the declaration go 
forth to the country! Let the gentleman from 
Mazsachusetis [Mr. Cusuine] tell the peopte of 
his Siate that the gray-haired father of their dele- 
pation says thar no tariff ought to be passed; that 
there are now no laws for the collection of reve- 
nue, and that none should be passed! Let it be 
known that the gentleman, whilst declaring that 
no laws existed, voted against every proposition of 
the Democratic party, or of the Administration par- 
ty, and would go for no measure whatever ! 

After some further remarks frora Mr. P., 

Mr. CUSHING addressed the committee in re- 
ply to his colleague (Mr. Apams.] He regarded 
the question before the House as a plain homes 
spun matier of business, which might be settled 
without difficulty. Instead of discussing the mat- 
ter in hand, his colleague had made an infamma- 
tory harangue to the country, declaring that no 
revenue laws existed, and attempting to prejudice 
the country in favor of his views, and against the 
judiciary, who had to decide the question. Not 
arguing the matter, but presuming that there 
were no revenue Jaws—upon that assumption his 
colleague proceeded to comment upon what course 
would be adopted by the Supreme Court. 

Mr. C. denied that there was any act of Con- 
gress which operated as a constructive repeal of 
the act of 1832, and he chalienged any gentleman 
to point it out. It was all an assumpticn, and 
nothing brt an assumption, on the part of his col- 
league; and he based that assumption on authority. 
What was that authority? Why, that it was the 
opinion of the members of the Judiciary Commit- 
tee that it operated as a constructive repeal of the 
act of 1832. The chairman and come of the mem- 
bers of that committee had assumed that there 
was now no law for the coliecting of revenve. 
Now, with all due respect for the chairman of the 
Judiciary Committee, he would say that it was not 
for him to decide questions of law for the country; 
and he would add, that this hot-bed for furious 
political passions [the House] was the last place 
to decide such questions. He knew that gen- 
tleman of the bar, of as high legal attainmenis 
as any on that floor, believed that the present laws 
were all-sufficient to collect duties under. The 
Attorney General, the constituted law officer of 
the Government, had given the same opinion; end 
ihe President, acting in conformity with it, bad 
gone on to collect the duties imposed by the pres- 
ent laws. -For this his colleague, indulging in fu- 
rious and bitter denunciation, had charged him 
with being guilty of high crimes and misdemeanors; 


. With levying duces: without authority of law; 


and 


for: collecting. ship-money after. the .amanner.. of 
Charles the First- Would his-colleague, whenzhe 


was in the Presidential chair, agree that,.for acting 


in accordance with the opinions of his Attorney. 
General, he was liable to impeachment? : Now, 
said Mr. C., let us reverse the pieture. - He had, 
for some time, seen a proclivity there to raise qués- 
tions against the Executive, and to charge bim 
with usarping powers that did not belong: to: him. 
He-was bound to execute the laws of the country, 
aud was furnished witha law officer, whose duty 
it was to interpret the laws for him. . He would 
sappose that thai officer told him that the present 
revenue laws were sufficient to collect revenue un- 
der; but that he, being of a different .opinion,. re- 
fuses to take the counsel of his law officer, and di- 
recis the several collectors to open their respective 
ports, and admit foreign gocds daty free. 
pose the President should take this course: what 
iorrents of indignation wonld be poured out by his 
colleague on his head; kow he would have depieted 
the ruin of the manufacturers and miners. of. the 
country; how he. would have told us that the Presi- 
dent of the United States, in the indulgence of. bis 
obstinacy of opinion, had overruled the opinions of 
his law officer, and brought ruin on the manufac- 
turers of New England. His colleague would 
then have said that an anti-tariff President, being in 
the Executive chair, had seized vpon a legal doubt 
for making all the ports of the Uniied States free 
ports for the introduction of English manufactures, 
to drive cur own out of the market. That would 
have been the picture drawa by his- colleague, and 
that the language he would have used. ` Away, 
then, with thir miserable pretext that the President 
of the United Staies was collecting ship-money (for 
such wes the language of his colleague) to support 
his navy, in iwitation of Charles the. Bust. He 
would remind the House that, the other day, when 
this subject was up before them, bis colleague said 
that the army and navy were to be the first to 
suffer the consequences of the embarrassments 
brought on by the Executive veto, and he said that 
the President, in imitation of Charles: the First, 
was colleciing duties without law to support them. 
Another fact he told them was, that both Charles 
the First and the President were conscientious men; 
and that the head of the former was brought to 
the block, because ke obeyed the dictates of bis 
conscience. Sir, (said Mr. C.) the President is a 
conscientious man, and, under the guidance of his 
conscience, he has acted in conformity with the 
opinions of his law officer, the Attorney General. 
Dir. C. recurred to the point at which he.started— 
tbat, behind all these topics of political and 
passionate dixenssion, there was a question of busi- 
ness, and it became them fo meet it as business 
men. It seemed to. be the peculiar ambition 
of his colleague to seck in the public mind 
for some raw spot, and, dedicating himself to the 
task of teasing and irritating it; and, when the 
highest dictates of patriotism told him that they 
should took zt this question as business men, what 
was his cour Iastead of using arguments to 
encourage ihe passing of a tariff dill; instead of en- 
coursging gentlemen who were wavering, he con- 


Vem i : 
jared up arguments to deter them from voting to 


| apply revenues for the country. He told gentle- 


men of the South that, by voting to exempt tea and 
coffee from taxation, a higher tax must nécessarily 
belaid cn articles of their consumption. He 
brought up the resolutions of the Legislature of 
Macsachnsetts, in relation to the public lands, te 

from voting fora tariff bill, without 
When the wounds in the 
publie mind were beginning to heal, he was the 
first to lay bare that wousd,and tear open the 
quivering flesh. Not only did he vote against all 
forms of a tariff himself, but he was for, moving 
beaven and earth to deter and persuade other 
members from voting for one. After some further 
remarks, Mr. ©. asked why shonld they not vote 
fora tarif? What were the reasons ot his col- 
league? Ja the outset, his reasons for not acting 
on the tariff were, that there was to be a trial by 
battie, instead of a trial by reason and argu- 
ment. Instead of acting like calm, considerate 
New England men, he was for their appealing to the 


Sup- 
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god of batdes. He believed, however, there 
. was an end to that appeal now. What next? 
When the question was what form of a tariff 
should be enacted, his remedy for the. distresses of 
the- people of the United States was to go intoa 
crusade against the Constitation. When the peo- 
ple were in an agony of distress, appealing te 
Congress to decide on this question, irrespective of 
these minor questions, what was his colleague’s 
proposition? To alter the veto power—that the 
people should wait and suffer for two years, til] it 
Should be. found on whom the distress bore the 
heaviest. What was his third reason? It was, that 
as there was now no law for the collection of rev- 
enue, the logical reason was, that none should be 
made, We are wi'hcut law; the President is levy- 
ing ship-money; and the remedy was to gə on with- 
out law, and levy ship-money after the manner of 
Charles the First. It would appear to plain com- 
mon sense that, ifthere was no law, they should go 
to work and enact one; if there was an unlawful 
and tyrannical levy cf ship money, they should 
abolish it, and provide for the collection of duties 
in a lawful way: but, did his colleague propose 
tbat? No; he was for having po Jaw, and for 
altering the Constitution. The gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. McKennan? the other day 
moved to introduce a bill the same as that returned 
by the President, with his objection; with the ex- 
ception cf the clause repealing the proviso in the 
distribution ačt, and containing a provision ex- 
empting tea and coffee from duty. Why did bis 
colleague and other gentlemen refuse to let 
that: bill is? It could not bave been because 
coffee and and tea were put upon the free list. 
He did not understand that any gentleman voted 
against that -proposition, or against the bill of the 
gentleman from New York, (Mr. Barnarp,] be- 
cause tea and coffee were exempted from duty. 
What were the objections, then, which prevented 
the ‘introduction of that measure? One made by 
one side of the House was, that it was in the de- 
declaratory form, and provided that a particular 
bill should be introduced, instead of providing 
simply for the introduction of a revenue measure. 
The other was, that the present semi-revolutionary 
state of things should continue. He apprehended 
that, with many gentlemen, the principal reason 
why it was voted against, was, because it gave up 
the distribution question. Now, what were the 
reasons why the land-bill question should not be 
given up? Mr. C. then proceeded to show why, in 
the state of things, the land question should be 
given up; and continued his remarks on this branch 
of his subject till the close of his hour. 


Mr. GRANGER observed, that be came into the 
hall this morning determined to take no part in 
the discussion. But the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. Cusuinc] had proceeded but a few mo- 
men's with his remarks, and in reading a lesson on 
legislative propriety to the House, when he changed 
his mind, and determined that he would make a 
few observations in reply. The gentleman having 
commented on what he was pleased to consider the 
glaring inconsistencies of his (Mr. @.’s) course, he 
felt bound, in self-defence, to enter into the discus- 
sion. Before proceeding, however, to notice the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, as the gentleman 
from Virginia [Mr. Wise] was now in his place, 
he would call his attention to a paragraph in the 
Intelligencer of last Saturday to the following ef- 
fect: f 

“Mr. Wis said he knew his friend from Kentucky (Mr. Un- 
DERWOOD]) did not mean to insult him when he asked him 
whether the President would sign the bill without the land 
clause. Butheshould not answer that question. He would 
put a stop to this thing at once: he should answer that question 
to no man; he regarded it as insulting to the President. But 
there was one member on that floor who had it in his power to 
say whether the President was justly charged with selfishness 


and ambition in vetoing either the bank bill or this, 
“Here Mr. W.’s hour expired. 


“Mr. Wise was understood to refer to Mr. GRANGER, and ad- 
mitted to Mr. G. that he did; whereupon Mr, G. said ke should 
talk with him about that another time,” ` 

All that he believed to be correct, as stated. Ht 
would be remembered that this report went on to 
say that the genileman was cutoff by tbe expira- 
tion of his hour. That was the reason why he 
was prevented from replying at the time, He did 
not believe that the gentleman from Virginia 
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would say anything to bis disadvantage; but it was 
due to himself, in order to guard against the mis- 
representations of a pensioned press, to have the 
matter fully explained. cant 

Though the relations between himself and the 
President were at one time of the most confidential 
nature, and though the gentleman from Virginia 
seemed to think that the remark would be insult- 
ing from the gentleman from Kentucky, yet he 
would take no exception to that. The gentleman 
must be aware that this paragraph was capable of 
two meanings; either that he advised the President 
to veto the bank bills, or that— f 

{Here, in consequence of an interruption from 
Mr. Wisk, the concluding part of the sentence was 
lost 

Me WISE (in explanation) disclaimed any in- 
tention tc cast any reflection on the gentleman from 
New York, and begge? him to understand it so. 
It was known that, on almost every question before 
them, some gentleman or other—not in the spirit of 
inquiry; not even in the spirit of impertinent cu- 
riosity; bw in the spirit of taunt both to the Presi- 
dent and himself—had put to him interrogatories as 
to wkat the President would or would not do, pre- 
cisely as if he was bis conseience-keeper. In re- 
puision of this habit of thus catechising him, 
which had grown up to be an intolerable evi', he 
told his friend pear him, knowing that he weuld 
understand the remark as coming from a friend, 
that he would answer no such questions, consider- 
ing them insults both to the President and himself, 
He knew the spirit in which such questions were 
asked; for the other day, when the gentleman from 
New York, in the course of his remarks, said “that 
if the Administration were wise,” he heard it re- 
marked near him, “we havea Wise Administra: 
tion elready.” He would not reply, therefore, to 
his friend from Kentucky, when a que:tion was 
asked implying thathe had any control over the 
President of the United States, The President had 
exhibited to the world, and to some relenting gen- 
tlemen here, how hard it was to control him. They 
had endeavored to control him, and had been dis- 
appointed; and bence the clamor that was raised 
about Executive usurpation, and Executive dicta- 
tion. 

Mr. WISE then came to his explanation, and 
gaid he never stood in such a relation to the President 
of the United States as to enable him to know inii- 
mately and officially hie cabinet secrets. He had 
never been in the cabinet with the President, and 
he wished to put no question to those who had 
been in the cabinet with him. Some who had 
been with the President in his cabinet—(but not 
the gentleman from New York—to his honor be it 
spoken)—had so far disregarded those confidential 
relations which ought to have been held sacred be- 
tween a President and his cabinet. He (Mr. 
W.) put no question to the gentleman from New 
York, (Mr. Granaer;] but he turned one of his 
own kind—a bird of his own feather—he meant 
in politics—over to him, to ask him whather, 


- from the evidence he had had, from the inti- 


macy which had existed between him and the 
President, and (he opportunities which he had en- 
joved of knowing the real truth, he knew that 
there was any founcation for that often-reiterated 
charge on that floor, that the President founded his 
policy, and the policy of this Government, on his 
own selfish aspirations. He (Mr. W.) asked not 
the question; he called not upon the gentleman 
from New York to disclose anything; and if oiher 
gentlemen chose to inquire, he (Mr. W.) did not, 
whether the imputation was true or false; and he 
had the public evidence and knowledge which every 
other gentleman had, that the gentleman from New 
York had been in such relation, with the President 
tbat he could know it. 

Mr. GRANGER expressed himself to be satis- 
fied. He then observed that he had a few words 
to say to the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
Cusnina ] When he reflected that that gentleman 
had voted for every bill that the President had ve- 
toed, and had then defended every veto which the 


President had sent them, he had been not a little 


puzzled to know how to defend his position. 


He remembered once having heard of a good 
woman, who, when asked some question respecting 


oneness 
the character of ber neighbor, whose name was 
Jones—not John Jones of the Madisonian—replied, 
“I don% like to say anything about my neighbors. 
Sometimes I think, and then again I dont know, 
but arter a while I think he'll turn out to be just 
such a man as I take him to be.” The gentleman 
was like a man he saw a short time since in the 
circus, who came forward ready dressed and equip- 
ped to ride any horse that might be brought out 
for him. First the gentleman from Massachusetts 
rode the bank pony; end that having run to death, 
he mounted the veto charger. ‘The second bank 
roadster, then the tariff palfry, and lastly, the stout- 
limbed tariff hunter, were mounted in their turn; 
and the veto animals were as complacently mount- 
ed, and were seated with as much self--atisfaction. 
The gentleman had voted for every bill, and then 
had justified every veto, and every actof Execu- 
tive encroachment on this House, with a servility 
which the gentleman from Accomac [Mr. Wise] 
would have scorned. . 

Mr. WISE. Order, order. The remark is per- 
sonal. 

The CHAIRMAN intimated that the gentleman 
from New York was out of order. 

Mr. GRANGER then continued his remarks on 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, and spoke at 
great iength. 

Mr. MARSHALL obtained the floor when he 
had finished. 

Mr. CUSHING entreated the gentleman from 
Kentucky to yield the floor to him, to give him the 
opportunity to reply to the remarks of the gentle- 
man from New York. . 

Mr. MARSHALL said he would gladly oblige 
the gentleman from Massachusetts if he should be 
entitled to the floor when the gentleman from Mas- 
gachusetts bad finished, and his own time would 
not be reduced by the time the gentleman from 
Massachusetts might occupy. 

The CHAIRMAN said that the time of the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky would be diminished by the 
amount he might concede to the gentleman from 
Massachusetts. 

Mr. MARSHALL then declined to yield the 
floor. He said he had desired the opportunity to 
say something on the subject before the committee; 
and he regretted that the state of his health was 
such that it would be searcely possible that he 
could make himself heard. The question, he pre- 
sumed, was a question of revenue, and the policy 
that ought to be pursued by Congress in the present 
conjunciure of affairs. He understood that the 
proposition of the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
BarnaRp] was before the committee, with a mo- 
tion to amend it by the gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia, [Mr. C. J. Inamrsoin.] 

Another gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. W. 
W. Irwin] had also submitted a proposition; and 
he (Mr. MarsnaLL) proposed briefly to stale his 
own views of that most important matter, before 
he sat down. He voted yesterday for the proposi- 
tion of the Committee of Ways and Means. He 
voted for that proposition in good faith; by which 
he meant that if the bill itself had been introduced, 
and they had been brought to a direct vote on the 
subject, he should have sustained by his vote the 
proposition of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
as the best thing the majority cf the House could 
do, under the circumstances. The aspect of affairs, 
as it struck him, was then greally changed since 
that vote was taken; and events, which he appre- 
hended were taking place since they had got into 
these difficulties, he feared were now taking place. 
Ifa portion of the Whig party—for it seemed on this 
question they were divided—should unite with the 
entire mass of the minority in this House, the prop- 
osition of the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
C. J. Incersoit] would be carried. If a trag- 
ment of the Whig party, and a small fragment of 
the Whigs at the other end of the Capitol should 
unite with the minority—with the entire mass of 


‘the minority—-on this question, the resclution to 


adjourn on Monday next would continue to lie on 
the table of the Senate. A very small number 
united with the mass of the minority, would not 
only keep that resolution on the table, but would 
pass this bill, if ıı came to the Senate from this 
House. Now, notwithstanding he was told (for 


he did not hear it) that he~had been read out of the 
Whig church, he begged before he took bis depart- 
ure from that sacred temple, to cast back a few 
words of advice to his colleagues;—not that that 
advice was worth much in itself—not that it would 
have any sort of weight; but because he was 
so deeply impressed, and so profoundly convinced 
of the truth of the position which he had taken in 
relation to this matter, that he could not let the oc- 
casion go by, without expressing his views upon it. 
Now, the high spirited Whig party—or that high- 
Spirited: portion of the Whig party, who took the 
ground that they would not yield one bair’s bread:h 
to Executive dictation, and who were commit'ing 
themselves to the policy they were about to pur- 
sue, and were about to cause others to pursue, on 
the high principle of parliamentary independence 
of Executive power—he adjured to look well to the 


position in which the union to which he bad point- | 


ed would place them, here and before the country. 
Suppose the bill of the gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia should pass: what became of the principles 
which the majority of the Whig party had been 
contending for? Would they go before the coun- 
try and the world as a divided party, and ask the 
country to. discriminate between those who went 
with the minority, and these who place themselves 
on the higher ground, and refused to yield an inch? 
Did they expect to make a separate cause wiih the 
majority before the country, and to succeed? They 
were responsible as an entire party; they must and 
would be judged by the nation that placed them 
there, and armed them with powers to act, and held 
responsible as an entire party. Now, if this propo- 
sition were carried, how were they situated? The 
proposition of the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
contemplated a raising of duties above that point 
at which—-and at which alone, by the law they had 
passed themselves—distribution would cease; and 
the result of their legislation would be, that the 
President would hav®cruzhe! both branches of 
their system, somehow cr other. They would 
bave lost the land, and they would have lost 
the tariff too. They who had refused to yield 
anything, would have clung tothe land, untii it 
was wrested from their grasp; and they wou'd be in 
the mortitying positicn, that a revenue kill would 
be passed under the direction aud acquiescence, 
and according to the very will, of the President, 
And should they go before the world, and say they 
had lost nothing of their honor, under these circum- 
stances? Filteen months they had held power; and 
at the end of that time they planted themselves on 
high abstract principles, and the minority of the 
Legislature came in and wrested the sceptre from 
their hands, and legislated, at their will and p'easure, 
on both of the contested branches—both land and 
revenue, Would they tell their constituents they 
had not surrendered the public lands, not they? 
[laughter;] that they had placed themselves on 
the broad platform of that great principle? Bat 
they would also have to say that the minority 
had taken the bill in band; by which the public 
lands were gone from them, and the tariff was 
passed by the opposition in the House, He should 
go back to his constituents and say, the lands were 
gone; and, as to the bagging and hemp which the 
House had adjusted, instead of 5 cents being put 
upon it by the mejority of that House, as in the 
bill which they had passed, the power of legislation 
was passed over to the opposition there, and they 
had brought it down to 2 cents, and left it perfecily 
naked and defenceless. And yet there was danger 
of the proposition passing into a law, 

But a word or two before he set down, in defence 
ef his own views of this subject; not by way of 
pretending to be wiser than others, or of die'ating 
to others;—for, in his conscience, he had ever yielded 
ground for the sakeof union. He had his prefer- 
ences, and he had them still, ard for them he would 
assign a reason; but, if he were a recreaut, and an 
alien from the party with whom he formerly stocd, 
he sbould not surrender himself to the minority on 
that floor. He took the liberty, then, to express, cn 
Whig grounds, the opinions he had before indica. 
ted by his votes in this House; and he took ground, 
in the present position of affairs, against adjourning 
Congress without doing something on the subject 
of the revenue. He took this ground, not as sub- 
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mission to executive dictation, but as the discharge 
of their duty to the country, that they might go back 


. before the people with clear consciences. He wish- 


ed it to be understood, when he pressed bisown views 
of the matter, that he did not find fault, nor cast 
reproach on the majority of the House fur pur- 
suing the course which they had heretofore pursued. 
He (Mr. MartHaLL) was not there; (it was his 
business and his duty, perhaps, to have been tiere;) 
but he skulked from nò responsibility; and if he 
had been there, he did not doubt he should have 
acied with the majority. When the Whig party 
came into power—at least, he came so impressed— 
so far as be knew anything of the principles of 
that party, they planted themselves on three 
great principles of national! policy. One was, to give 
to the people a uniform national currency, through 
the means of a Bank of the United States, for the 
purpose, principally, of rectifying the exchanges. 
Another wa’, the distribution of the proceeds of the 
public lands amongst the States, in order thereby 
to strengthen their credit, and enable them to meet 
their engagements, for the improvements which 
they had made, and which, in fact, were national, 
The third was, to provide revenue for an exhausted 
treasury, and to operate incidentally for tbe pro- 
tection of American industry in all its depart: 
ments. ‘Those he understood to be the three great 
measures: on them he, at least, stood pledged; and 
he considered it to be his duty to carry each of 
those three measures into effect in the best way he 


' could, without reference to tbe will or decision 


of any other person. He did not consider the 
Legislature as depending on the Executive; and 
he considered the Legislature as departing from 
its duties, when it stooped to consult the Executive, 
or anybody else; but he considered—leaving to the 
President the full discretionary power with which 
the Constitution armed him—that they must do 
something before they quitted that place, and leave 
to the Presideat not only his discretion, but his 
responsibilities, Now, suppose they had connec:- 
eda bank with disiribuuon and revenue in one 
bill, and the President had vetoed that bill, and stated 
that the combination of those measuresina tariff biil 
wai injurious in its nature, and they had presented 
hm those measures singly: he might, under other 
circumstances, have signed part, and vetoed others. 
Suppose be had taken that course: could they 
then have gone before the country on an issue of 
this sort, and submitted it as an abuse of the veto 
power? They passed their bank bill by itself; and 
he might venture to suggest that the bank, as a 
great fiscal agent or instrument, might as well be 
connected with a revenue measure, as a bill for the 
distribution of the proceeds of the sales of the pnb- 
lic lands; and it would be difficult to show, by any 
reasoning, that the giving away of money out of 
the treasury was a part of the revenue system, and 
therefore was naturally associated with it. Now, 
he meant to censure nobody for the connexion 
of those weasures; for, if he bad been there, he 
had no doubt he should have voted with the 
majority, and have joined in doing so in the 
hope that, though the President might have 
private objections to the distribution of the pro 

ceeds of the public lands; yet, when sent to him 
by the Legislature, armed with the power ihat that 
was, he would have yielded, and signed the bill. 
But he had not chosen to do so, and he had thrown 
the bill upon them: and what were they to do, 
under the circumstances? The proposiiion came 
up froma gentleman from Pennsylvania, in favor 
of which he wished his name to be recorded; it was 
as an amendment or substitute for the proposition 
of another gentleman to strike out the 27th section, 
and send the President the bill passed by the ma- 
jority of this House, by which it was arranged and 
adjusted, after months of Isbor. He wished that 
measure to besent as a distinct revenue bill, and see 
if the President would sign it as a simpie revenue 
measure; or whether he would inquire into how 
much revenue they could or would raise; end 
whether he would engage to cut down the revenue 
which the House might adopt, and to which the 
Senate might conform. He (Mr. M.) was for per- 
mitting him to take that responsibility ; and he 
should then return to a people who were attached 
and deeply interested in the question. of the disiri- 
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bution of the proceeds of the sales of the public. 
lands, with the conviction that he had doge. his 
daty. But if he retarned to them without a tariff 
or, if with a tariff, with one that operatcd against 
them—what should he say? If they told him, You 
have not given us a bank; he could reply, Did we 
not pass one, and the President vetoed i? M 
they said, You have not given us the distribuiion. 
of the proceeds.cf the. public lands; he would re- . 
ply, We passed a bill, but the President veteed ir. If 
they inquired why they had not got a tariff, he. 
could answer, why, be vetoed that too. But if they 
persisted in oonnecting those measures, what could 
he say? and what wouid the world think? And it 
might be asked, How came the public lands in that 
fix in which they were when that bill was passed? 
They had passed a bill distributing the public 
lands, in which there was a proviso, concurred in 
by this House. He voted wiih the majority on 
that occasion, against his will; and he admitted that 
he would have preferred to have sent this last great 
measure of the tariff to the President of the 
United States in a simple, unmixed state, and 
see whether he would have sentit back. Gen- 
tlemen might ask if he would do so. and favor 
the giving up of the public lands. He rephed, if 
he could, by his action there, make them perma- 
nent, and invest them in the States, he did not 
transcend the truth when he said that he would die 
on the floor before he would yield. But did they 
suppose, if the proposition of the gentleman from 
New York should prevail, amended as was pro- 
pesed by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 
C J. INGERSOLL,] that they should retain the dis- 
uibution of the public lands? Did i: not depend 
on circumstances bereafter, over which they had 
no contro}? Let the other party come into power, 
and raise the duties but one cent over the 20 per 
cent., and distribution was at en end. It wasa 
question, then, of yield or net yield. If, by break- 
ing up now, and n.t leave the treasury with a cent, 
he could hold on to the publie land, he would do 
sc; but they were not in that situation, And when 
the ‘President negatived their laws, by refusing to 
go into any further legislation, had they conquer- _ 
ed? Here he (Mr. Marsnaty) weuld say, on his 
own respcnsibility, strike out the 27th sec'ion of the 
bill, and send it back, and let him veto it if he 
dared;—-if he did, then let them go kome with the . 
veto in their bands. Whether the land was Jost or 
not, depended upon future Jegis'ation; and if dis- 
tribution was unpopular, it must go by the board. 
He should vote for the proposition’ which be had 
suggested; and if it was pat down by the Whig 
party, he should vote against the proposition of 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, andin favor of 
the proposition of the gentleman from New York. 
Would they refuse to do something, and leave the 
country and public affairs in the condition in which 
ihey were then, ona pointcf honor? What was 
their situation? They would not yield the public 
lands; and yet they were yielding them. Did gen- 
tlemen tell him it made no. diference, and that they 
could still succeed, though they threw the matter 
into the hands of their oppoaents? Gentlemen 
would gain nothing by going to the other side. 
Should those gentlemen who hed sat with their 
arms folded come to the Whigs and szy, “They 
have done nothing, and we will take the matter out 
cf their ireompetent hands;? how would they 
be able to meet those gentlemen before the peopie, 
if this shouid occur? Should they do it by telling 
the people that the Whigs had had a quarrel 
with Captain Tyler, and that they had stood by 
their bonor; and that they wou'd make him give 
both tariff and distribution, or they would do noth- 
ing at all? Was that to be the question to be made? 
He (Mr. MarsuaLL) had not studied bis principles 
in the school of party. They vere formed in re- 
tirement, long before he entered the arena of party. 
Tey had stvod by him through life; and every day 
convinced him of their truth and their propriety, 
and that they lay at the foundation of social organ- 
ization. Butbere was a question ef expeciency 
and of policy. Ove of two measures they must give 
upas a party. Upon the surrender of one of them 
they were split; and if one of the fragments united 
with the minority, both measures would be swept 
by the board; and, under the circumstances, 


he evlisidered they would be inflicting upon them- 


selves an ineradicable, an ineffaceable disgrace. 


Was it true that the minority bad the power to 
take legislation. {rom them, because. they could 
not. wield the’ power longer themselves? Were 
they:to yield before they had been wied by the 
tribunal of the people, to which they must submit? 
Should their friends opposite, who had sat smirking, 
with: their arms folded, say, Gentlemen, give it up, 
and we will step in—-give it up before your time— 
pull off. your clothes before you go to bed, and 
stand naked, an object of ridicule to a disappointed 
people? Placed -there by a majority of nineteen 
out of twenty-six States, that would be yielding, 
with a vengeance, their places, their honor, and 
their character, and their power. 

He said, then, that they shculd meet the question 
as a party determined to take the best course that 
“was left them, to promote the public good. They 
should meet it at once—take the issue that was 
tendered them by the exercise of the negative powcr 
of the President, and from which they could not 
drive him, and give to the national treasury a rev- 
enue. Let us go before the country with this bill, 
which the excentive veto has destroyed, in the one 
hand, and with distribution in the other; 
be popular, let it depend upon future 
He cared not one resh what motives m'gh 
tributed to+him forthe course he had taken. He 
bad formed his opinions hcnestly, aad he believed 
it to be the true policy of his party, and what they 
owed'to the people of the country, to provide an 
adequate revenue for the wants of the Goverament, 
as well as to proiect thé individual interests of the 
country. He cared not a rush what might be said 
of him there or elsewhere. He would rather the 
Whig party would follow his counsel, and turn him 
out of church, than keep bim in the church, and 
take the opposite course. He should suppose, from 
the present aspect of affairs, ihat the other propo- 
sition “might at thistime be more popular at his 
home than this; that when his vetes should reach 
his constituents, and before the Cecision of this 
question; the first feeling of his dis rict—his be- 
loved district—might be against him. Yet he would 
meet the result fearlessly. On great questions like 
this, he knew of but one course to pursue; and that 
was, to act according (o the dictates of his own 
judgment, as to what the interests of his constitu- 
ents required. 


This was not, with bim, a matter of personal 
quarrel, to be adjusted as personal quarrels usually 
are. If it were so, he would not yield an inch. 
If he were insulied, and deprived of part of his 
personal rights, no one was interested but himself, 
aud he must settle it in accordance with his own 
feelings; but where an important question was in. 
volved, on which desended the daily bread of mil- 
lions, and the industrial interests of whole sections, 
he could not dare to exercise the power of deciding 


it with reference to his own private feelings alone. . 


He had given his opinion on this measure, and 
told, in advance, how he should votes and if it 
failed, he trusted that there wovld be firmness 
encugh in the Whig party to adopt even the meas- 
ure of the minority, rather than adjourn and leave 
the country without revenue. He had given hon- 
estly and candidly, and on his responsibility, his 
opinions as to what he believed to be the best 
course for his friends to pursue. He thought that, 
upon the measure he advocated, they could plant 
themselves before the people, and show that they 
had done all in their power to provide revenue for 
the Government, and protect domestic industry. 
Their motives and acticns would, then, be placed 
beyond the possibility of cavil. Upon no pretext 
could it bs urged against them that they had sacri- 
ficed the welfare of the country, end the interests 
of their constituents, for party purposes. If he 
was mistaken, and he should be condemned, and 
the sentence fulminated against him yesterday 
should be ratified at home;—i should fall, he 
did not say that he should fa!l with satisfaction, but 
he would fall with a. consciousness of having 
done what he believed to be best for the interesis 
of his consiiiuents. If he was to be sacrificed, 
why let them bring the cord, and fire the faggot; 
the victim was ready, and he would be bound to 
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meet the szerifice.. He would fall with the beau- 
tifal sentiment on his lips—~ 

“ Justum et tenacem propositi virum 

Non civium ardor prava jubentium, 

Non vultus instantis tyranni 

Mente quatit solida.” 


Mr. THOMPSON of Indiana said it was im- 


possible to tell what would be the effect of this 
measure, either on himself or the country. How- 
ever the question might be-settled, this day might 
be regarded as the day pregnant with extraordinary 
events. He knew of no occasion when so much 
elcquence and genius bat been brought to bear on 
any question upon. one day. He referred to the 
speeches of the gentlemen from Massachusetts and 
Kentucky. 

One of the prominent, and, indeed, the main 
issue on which the Whigs contended in 1840, 
was resistance to Executive power. He thought 
the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Cusuine] 
had confused the subject, and referred for a correct 
expcsition of the nature and extent of the Ex- 
ecutive power to aspeech made by the gentleman 
from Virginia [Mr. Wise] in 1835. He also read 
several extracis in opposition to the veto power, 
from the speech delivered some years since by 
Daniel Webster. He quoted from the proceedings 
of Whig meetings in different parts of the country, 
in relation to the veto power, in 1840; and read a 
lener from Mr. Tyler to the convention which met 
at Columbus in February of that year, and which 
commended the proceedings then adopted. 

Mr. McKENNAN said he did notrise for the 
purpose of debating the question. It would be un- 
pardonable in him to oecupy the time at this late 
stage of the session, after the matter had been so 
fully discussed. Every gentleman ought, by this 
ume, to have his mind made up, so as to enable 


kim to vote satisfactorily. He rose merely to sug- _ 


gest that, under the present circumstances, in con- 
sideration of the necessitous condition of the coun- 
try, and the protracted period of the session, they 
ought to discontinue all further debate, and take 
the vote at once. [Agreed, agreed.] He implored 
the Ffouse to let the vote be taken, that they might 
return to their constituents without further delay. 
After deep consideration, for the sake of a bleeding 
and suffering country, he had brought his mind to 


submit to what, under other circumstances, he - 


would lose his right arm before he would agree to 
submit to. Though distribation was a favorite 
measure of the Whig party, he would yield the 
point, and relinquish distribution, rather than fail 
to secure the passage of a bill which was so indis- 
pensably necessary to save the country from de- 
struction. Forthe sake of reconciliation, he was will- 
ing to go far. But while he would surrender this 
point, he conid not be expected to surrender the prin- 
ciple of protection for the industry of the country— 
that he would insist upon. And with this view he 
would move to substitute an amendment which he 
had prepared, in the place of the one moved by his 
colleague, to the bill intreduced by the gentleman 
from New York. He was satisfied that it wasa 
bill which would afford adequate revenue, and, at 
the same time, reasonable protection. He saw 
that some of the Southern gentlemen were disposed 
to come to the rescue; but he was not disposed to 
throw himself entirely in their arms. There was 
one feature in the bill which he could never con- 
sent to; and it was, the limitation of the law to two 
years’ duration. If, during that time, the oppo- 
nents of the Whig party should unfortunately 
gain the ascendancy—though he trusted in God it 
would not be the ease, [a laugh,J—what would be 
the consequence? The law would be permitted to 
expire. There was all the difference in the world 
between repealing a law, and permitting it to ex- 
pire. ; 

The motion to substitute having been ruled out 
of order, Mr. McCKENNAN moved that the com- 
mittee rise. 

The committee rose. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, from the Committee 
of Ways and Means, reported a contingent appro- 
priation bill, as amended by the committee of con- 
ference, and agreed to by the Senate. 

Mr. GARRETT DAVIS, from the select com- 
miitee upon the controverted claim between Thos. 


Allen and Blair & Rives, made a report, accom- 


panied by a bill to pay both; which was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, and ordered to be 

tinted. f j 

Mr. J.R. INGERSOLL, from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, reported a bill to extinguish the 
title to certain property on` Pea Patch island, in 
the Siate of Delaware: read twice, and referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. i 

On motion of. Mr. G. DAVIS, at a quarter be- 
fore 5 o’clock, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 


Sarurpay, August 20, 1842. 

Mr. PRESTON moved to postpone all other 
business, for the purpose of taking up the joint reso- 
lution’ from the House, appointing Monday, the 
22d instant, for the adjournment of Congress, 

The. question being taken on this motion, was 
decided in the affirmative, and the joint resolution 
was taken up, f 

Mr. PRESTON addressed the Senate at consid- 
erable lengih on the subject. In the course of his 
remarks, he observed that, in his opinion, it was 
impossible to get through with the public business 
in time to adjourn on the day named by the House. 
The business which the Senate had to transact in 
executive session, would alone occupy its exclusive 
attention, if devoted to nothing else, in all proba- 
bility, till Monday evening. Besides the important 
treaties to be disposed of, there were thirty-nine 
nominations awaiting its action. Independent of 
this executive business, there were forty or fifty 
Senate bills to be acted upon by the House, 
and forty or fifty House bills to be acted upon 
by the Senate, and eight or nine bills. on which 
possibly committees of confeygnce would have to 
meet. In the face of all this business, he did not 
see how a day for adjournment much earlier than 
that he should name in conclusion, could be ap- 
pointed. Even with the most intense application 
and unceasing labor of both Houses, he was satis- 
fied a few more days would be required for the dis- 
charge of the ordinary duties of Congress yet to be 
fulfilled. But, in addition to these ordinary du- 
ties, recent events had placed one prominent ques- 
tion, within a few days, in an aspect which seem- 
ed to require a little more time—he alluded to the 
subject of revenue. The Constitution requires 
that all measures of revenue shall originate in the 
ether House, The conviction that there is not 
only no adequate revenue for the Government, but 
no law for the collection of even an inadequate 
revenue, appeared now to be brought home to at 
least nine-tenths of the representatives of the coun- 
try, if notto the whole country itself. It was, 
therefore, no longer possible to avoid the conclu- 
sion, that, before the Ist of January next, the Gov- 
ernment would be destitute of the adequate means 
of support. 

The question, therefore, arose, and should be 
met—would not Congress be responsible for ad- 
journing as long as even a hope was left that, by 
some mitigated action, the dishonor and disgrace 
of the Government would be averted? He thought 
the moment was come when gentlemen should Jay 
aside their individual and party feelings, and thinke 
and act as patriots, and with a single object in 
view—that of their duty and responsibilities to the 
country. And, unquestionably, that duty and re- 
sponsibility was now to provide adequate means 
for keeping the wheels of Government in action, 
and not to go home leaving it in the disastrous 
condition under which it confessedly labors. That 
something could be done, he was satisfied, when 
he cousidered the manifest disposition of the Sen- 
ate, which, it was evident, were it constitutional to 
originate such a measure here, would easily unite 
upon some common and practical ground. And 
he had strong hopes that, if this joint resolution bere- 
turned to the House—where, alone, it is proper rev- 
enue measures should criginate—the anxious desire 
of the Senate, expressed by the disposition to give 
further time for consideration, would induce some 
mitigated action calculated to meet the emergency. 
Itisan emergency in which Congress is bound ta 


supply adequate means for the'support of tbe Gova 
erament,” That there.is neither as adequate reve- 
nue, nor an adequate law for. the collection of rev- 
enue; is(to:say: the least of it) a matter of extreme 
doubt. How:-could gentlemen reconcile it to them- 
selves, and to their constituents, to adjourn and go 
home, while such troubles exist? He, for one, could 
not do-it, It would- not do to say a lean had been 
authorized; for it was now beyond a doubt that 
this. loan-would not be taken, because no adequate 
guaranty bad been offered for its redemption or in- 
terest. > Fo render that ican available, it seemed to 
him that Congress should at least show to those 
who ‘have it in their power to accommodate the 
Government, that it is- not ouly capable, but dis- 
posed, in the first place and beyond all otber ques- 
tions, to make adequate provision for the supply of 
the public treasury by revenue. 


The capacity and disposition of Congress to 
present a plan cf adequate revenue, must first 
be manifested before any authcrized loan. can 
be available, Confidence must be inspired by a 
determnation to avert the impending dishonor and 
disgrace which threaten the Government. He 
_ knew it was not in the power of the Senate to ini- 
tatea measure of revenue; but it could give the 
other House -a fair chance of revi ing ils own ac- 
tion, and arriving at a more matured decision. 
After such reference, if that House should deliber- 
ately decide upon doing nothing further, the Sen- 
ate’ at least would feel that it had done its duty— 
all that it was in its power to do. 

The matter was now come, not merely to the 
question whether the revenue should be more or 
less, but whether there should be any revenue at 
all; and if there was a reasonable doubt of 
the authority to collect any reveritre, it amount- 
ed to a doubt whether the -Government, if 
left in such a condilion, would not be left to 
fall into dissolution. ‘To go home in such a 
state of things, would be to desert our posts 
and betray our trust. In what condition wouid 
we stand before our constituents and the whole 
country, if, when we have adjourned, it shall turn 
out (as by- the decision of the Supreme Court it 
may) that we have left the Government without 
revenue or adequate resources? How shall we 
answer our-neglect of duty to the country? 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana. Answer the question 
with the veto. 

Mr. PRESTON. Answer it with the veto! 
What answer will that be, against a duty we might 
perform? Willitdo to say we had a great game 
to play with the Exceutive, aod that we staked the 
country on the issue, and were beaten? Are we 
to acknowledge that we staked the country in agame 
of war between ourselves and the Executive—at 
any odds? The country, the stake between us 
and the President of the United States! On no such 
game will I (observed Mr. P., with energy) consent 
to place my country at stake, He did not desire 
to express himself on this subject intemperately, 
and: should therefore refrain from saying much 
which his feelings naturally prompted him to say. 
But he should say that a great and paramount duty 
was to be performed; and so long as there was a 
possibility: left of performing that duty, ke should 
stay to accomplish it. 

Mr. P., after an energetic appeal in faver of a 
measure of adequate relief which all parties could 
support, moved to amend the joint resolution, by 
changing the day of adjournment to the 29th inst. 

Mr. TALLMADGE did not think Congress 
yet prepared to fix the day of adjournment, though 
he had. sanguine hopes that day would be found 
not very distant. He concurred with the Sena- 
tor from South Carolina [Mr. Preston] in his 
desire that something should be done to adjust 
the revenue before Congress adjourns. He be- 
lieved it was now agreed, on all hands, that there 
was no revenue, because there was no law for its 
collection. If, however, the law of 1832 could be 
enforced for the collecticn of revenue, according 
to the law of 1833, the industrial interesis of this 
country. might be equally ruined as if the protection 
of. 20 per cent. did not even exist. For, before 
Congress would meet again, demands on the treas- 
ury for five millions of dollars for drawbacks 
might be made, and then applied by a process, 
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(which he explained in detail,) whereby the coun- 
iry could be flooded with foreign manufactared 
goods, sufficient for the consumption of the country 
for five years tocome. As he had strong hopes 
something would be done in the other House 
within a few days, he would. move to iay the reso- 
lution on the table. 

Mr. YOUNG called for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN expressed a wish to make 
a few remarks, and hoped the motion would be 
withdrawn. ; $ 

Messrs, TALLMADGE and YOUNG assenting, 
the motion to lay on the table, and the call for the 
yeas and nays, were withdrawn. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN then addressed the Senate 
at some length, and with much energy. He thought, 
inevery point of view, it was best to act upon the 
resolution at once. The question of revenue, for 
which it was kept back in the Senate, was, in re- 
ality, a question of initiation, with which the Sen- 
ate could not interfere; and as it could not exereise 
any control, there was no use in keep.ng the yeso- 
jution back from the House, whieh alone had the 
matter entirely in its own hands. It was for 
the House to say whether it would or would 
not do anything at present with respect to 
revenue. Ir it would, it could fix its own time for 
adjournment; but if it would not, all the Senate 
could expect would be to have such a modification 
as would enable it to get through its duties,—and 
he thought that could be done by Wednesday; 
though, if other gentlemen preferred Thursday, he 
should not object. He could not, however, see 
the propriety of putting it off to Monday. 

He h:d but a word or two to say in reference to 
what had fallen from the gentlemen who had pre- 
ceded him. He thought he regrett:d the condition 
of the country and the Government as much as 
any man could be capable of doing. Fle also re- 
greited the condition of the treasury. He. would 
willingly relieve both, if he could. But he feared 
it could not be dune without the sacrifice of rights 
and principles which he considered paramount to 
the mere question cf money supplies. 


If it could be shown that further exertions could 
be made without any sacrifice of sacied rights end 
principles, he would be willing and ready to make 
them. But he did not egree with the gentleman, 
{Mr. Presron,] who imagined that Congress 
should be beld responsible for adjourning without 
further exertions than had been made. If the 
country is in a disastrous condition—if the treasu- 
ry is bankrupt—if the Government is without reve- 
nue, or law for its collection—who is responsible ? 
Certainly not the majority in Congress. That ma- 
jority had tried every measure for the benefit of 
the country, which wisdom and patriotism could 
dictate; but it had been thwarted and defeated by 
the Executive, and on him alne the respon- 
sibility would rest. Why should a majority be 
held responsible, whose every effort had been 
frustrated? It had had to contend, not only against 
a firm and united party, opposed to all its lead- 
ing measures; but against an Executive who had 
united, in his own will, all legislative as well as 
executive power. The question kad been asked, 
would Congress dare to adjourn without doing any- 
thing more? and how would the people’s repiezent- 
atives stand before the country and their constitu- 
ents} He, for one, was prepared to go kome and 
vindica:e his course before his censtituen!s and the 
world. He was sure his honorable friend from 
South Carolina did not mean the construction 
which might be given to his declaration, that the 
majority in Congress was responsible for leaving 
the Government in its present condition, A ma- 
jority which, by the will of one man, was cut of 
‘from its legislative power, could not be to blame 
for not legislating only in compliance with execu- 
tive dictation. 

Mr. C, after expressing his views at considera- 
ble length, proposed to amend the resoluticn, by 
inserting either Wednesday “or Thursday, instead 
of Monday next. 

Mr. RIVES observed that the hour was come 
at which it had been agreed the Senate should re- 


sume the consideraticn of ¢xecutive busines. He 
should therefore move to lay the resolution on the 
table. 


Mr. YOUNG caleg for the’ yeas 
which were ordered. S eS 
The question was then taken, and the ré8okution 
was laid on the table: yéas 25, nays 23, as follow: 
YEAS—Messrs. Bates, Berrien, Benton, Buchanan, | how! 
Choate, Conrad, Crafts, Cuthbert, Evans, Fulton, Tyaungton, 
Kerr, King, Ling, . Phelps, Porter, Rives, Sevier, Simmons, 
Sprague, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Wilcox, and Wiltiams—25." 7 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Bagby, Barrow, Bayard, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Dayton, Graham, Henderson, Mangum 
Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Preston. Smith. of Connecticut, 


dnd nays; 


Smith of Indiana, Tappan, White, Woodbury, Woodbridge, 
Wright, and -Young—23. : PME teh 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
SATURDAY, August 20, 1840. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland called. the atien« 
tion of the House to some remarks made. by Mr. 
Biptack yesterday, and reported in the National 
Intelligencer this morning, expressing ..his doubts 
as to the genuineness of the. signatures to a mee 
morial from the State of Pennsylvania, praying 
tor the issuing stocks by the Federal Government, 
lo. be distributed among the States, and presented 
some days since by Mr. J.; and in which remarks 
Mr. B. had expressed the belief that the memorial 
was presented in good faith by Mr. J. 7 

Mr, BIDLACK made an explanation in reply; 
and was followed by Mr. JOHNSON, the result of 
which was, that Mr. J. contended for the genuine- 
ness of the signatures, and Mr. B. repeated that 
they appeared to him as if they were all written by 
the same person, though ke did not believe that the 
gen'leman from Maryland had any doubts of the 
authenticity of the memorial when he presented it. 

[Mr. B. here held up the manuscript, and ex- 
hibited it to the House.] i 

Mr JOHNSON offered a resoluiion thata me- 
morial on the same subject, which he then present- 
ed, together with the others presented by him some 
days since, be referred to a select committee, with 
instructions particularly to inquire into their au- 
thenticity. After some remarks, Mr. J. moved to 
susp‘nd the rules to let in his resolution, =. 

On taking the question, the motion was rejected. 

The following bills from the Senate were then 
read twice, and referred: 

The act supplementary to the act to provide for 
the adjustment of titles to lands in-the town of De- 
troit. 

The act making compensation to pension 
agents. 3 

The act for the relief of John W. Skidmore. 

The bill for the organization of ihe marine corps, 
and for other purposes. ee 

The act to provide for ascertaining and disposing 
of the mineral lands of the United States in Mis- 
souri and Arkansas, and in the Territories of Iowa 
and Wisconsin; and 

The act fot the relief of Thomas B. Parsons. 

Tne House then took up the bill entitled An 
act to confirm the sales of public lands in certain. 
cases, with the amendments of the Senate; the 
question being on concurring in the amendments. 

Mr. FILLMORE made some observations in 
opposition to the amendment, and concluded by 
moving the previous question. | 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi rose and ap- 
pealed to the gentleman from New York to vith- 
draw the previous question, to allow him to ex- 
plain the section. 

Mr. FILLMORE withdrew his motion, on con- 
dition that the gentleman from Mississippi would 
consume but little time, and would renew it. 

Mr, THOMPSON said the object cf the gentle- 
man from New York was a jast ore. He desires 
us to prevent this House from sanctioning a fraud. 
He (Mr. T.) desired to do the same thing; and 
for that very purpose, and with that very intent, 
the section was introduced into this bill. Ina the 
year 1841, the system of pre ereptions was changed. 
Before that time, all preemption laws had been 
retrospective; bat the law of 1841 was prospective 
in its Operation. This has been the fruitful source 
of all the mischief which we propose to remedy 
by this bill. The difficulty occurs in this way: 
Designing men go to the land effice, and examing 
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ioro sae proof by which pre-emptions: have been 
allowed; and if there be any irregularity, they 
point it out, and call it fraud; or they suggest 
fraud, on the score that the original pre-emptor 
“was under age, a foreigner, or some other dis- 
qualifying fact. : f 
When this suggestion is-entered, the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office sends out, and 
requires a- correction or enlargement of the proof. 
Bat the original pre-emptor cannot be found. In 
many cases, this class of individuals, being fond 
of frontier life, sell out their improvements te 
emigrants to the country, and leave for parts un- 
known. Their assignees bought the land in good 
faith; they took the certificates of purchase of the 
man they found in possession ; they relied implicilly 
upon your certificates. The courts of the whole 
‘Western States regard these certificates as undoubt- 
ed muniments of tile. Upon them actions of 
ejectment may be founded and sustained. Upon 
these certificates, the country has rested quietly fcr 
years. The holders of land under them have 
„erected houses, opened farms, and made extensive 
improvements. The Government has had the 
money for the lands for years. But, since the pas- 
sage of the prospective law, suddenly, to the great 
surprise of the present owners of the land, a cabin is 
seen on his land, and a right to purchase the land 
isset ap under your law. Now, the question re- 
curs, shall we secure to the present occupant, who 
purchased the land in good faith— has relied for 
years on the-certificate of purchase of this Gov- 
ernment—who has made valuable improvements— 
and the Government has had its price for the land? 
or shall we turn bim outtake from him his laber 
-—return to him his $1 25 per acre—and receive 
from this intruder the same amount? This is the 
whole question; the intent is to prevent an ovtrage- 
ous fraud—a crying and palpable injustice. Where 
the original pre-emptcr yet holds the land, if he 
has committed a fraud, visit the consequences upon 
his head, He should not complain. He should 
never. interpose. in his behalf. Hold him to the 
Jaw, and let him stand or fall by the law. But 
this section shields the innocent; it protects the bona 
„fide purchaser, who knew nothing of the wrong. 
Strike it out, and you create a commotion in the 
whole Western States, of which the House can 
form no adequate conception. You aid in effect- 
jing what you profess you desire to avoid. You 
take the labor of one man, which he kas bestewed 
‘in reliance upon your good faith, and unjustly give 
it to another—and thus you sanction a villanous 
fraud. 

He wished to say that this bill was recommend- 
ed by the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office; and he is very anxious for its passage. The 
Committee on the Public Lands were unanimous 
in reporting the bill, and recommending that it 
pass. The Senate bad passed the section; and he 
felt confident, if gentlemen would examine the 
section calmly and fully, and not cry, it down in 
noise and confusion, it would receive the sanction 
of the House. In compliance with his promise, 

~ he moved the previous question. 

On taking this question by yeas and nays, it was 
rejected—yeas 66, nays 101. : 

Mr. COWEN moved a reconsideration of the 
vote just taken. 

Mr. STUART of Illinois moved the previous 
question; under the operation of which, the recon- 
sideration was ordered; and the question on the 
amendment being again taken, it was rejected. 

The bill for the relief of Charles F. Sibbald, 
returned from the Senate, with an amendment, was 
taken up, and the amendment concurred in. 

The bill to establish a police for the protection 
of property in the ‘city of Washington, returned 
from the Senate, with amendments, was taken up, 
and considered. 

Mr. MALLORY moved to lay the bill and 
amendments on the table; but withdrew the mo- 
tion, in order to enable 

Mr. UNDERWOOD to make a statement. He 
hoped the bill would not be laid on the table, but 
that the amendments would be concurred in. The 
amendment of the Senate would reduce the appro- 

, Priation about one-half, and cut down the guard to 
fifteen men. 


The motion to lay onthe table was then re- 
newed. : 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON asked for the yeas and 
nays; which were taken, and resulted—yeas 79, 
nays 166. . 

So the House refused to lay the. bill on the 
table. oo i 

The bill “to amend the acts of July, 1836, and Ju- 
ly, 1838, allowing pensions to certain widows,” 
returned from the Senate with an amendment, was 
discussed by Messrs. TALIAFERRO, IRWIN, 
A. V. BROWN, and HOPKINS. The amend- 
ment of the Senate was concurred in—yeas 90, 
Rays not counted. 

The Senate amendment to the bill making an 
appropriation to supply a deficiency in the navy 
pension fund, was agreed to. 

Mr, HOPKINS expressed a desire that the 
House should go into Committee of the Whole 
upon an important bill reported from the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads, to establish 
certain post-routes. 

Mr. FILLMORE admitted the importance of 
the bill referred to by the gentleman from Virginia, 
[Mr. Hopxins;] but there was another on which 
action was still more wanted—the contingent ap- 
propriation bill; without which, the departments 
could not get along. He then offered a resolution, 
providing that all debate upon the “contingent bili” 
should cease this day, at 3 o’clock, 

Mr. ARNOLD raised a question of order, but 
was overruled. 

Mr. BIDLACK propounded an inquiry to the 
Chair, which, together with the answer, was not 
heard. 


Mr. FILLMORE called for the orders ef the 
day—reports of committees. 


Mr. LEWIS, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, reported a bill to refund to the Grand 
Gulf Railroad Company the duties laid on certain 
railroad iron: read twice, and referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole. He also made an unfavor- 
able report upon the petition of Mr, Beale, collector 
of the port of New Orleans. i 

Mr. COWEN, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of the legal represent- 
atives of Lieut. F. W. Smith: read twice, and re- 
ferred. i 

Mr. C. also made numerous adverse reports. 

Mr. BURKE, from the same committee, made 
several adverse reports, and reported several bills; 
which were read, and referred. á 

Mr. TOLAND, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, made several adverse reports, 

Mr. ALLEN, from the same committee reporied 
a number of private bills; which were read, and 
referred. ; 

Mr. CASEY, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported Senate bill 149, concerning bounty 
lands, with a recommendation thatit be laid on the 
table: agreed to. 

Mr. TRUMAN SMITH, from the same com- 
mittee, reported Senate bill 243; which was read and 
referred, 

Mr. J. G. FLOYD, from the Committ 
Post Office and Post Roads, made eae oie 
reports. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee on 
the District of Columbia, reported Senate bill 297; 
which was read and referred. , 

Mr. U. also reported House bil] 470, for the sup- 
pression of lotteries in tbe District, with an amend- 
ment to the amendment of the Senate, 

The bill, with the amendments, was taken upand 
considered. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD wished to make = 
nation; but the House would not permit a 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina opposed 
the amendment of the committee to the Senate 
amendment. He contended that the evil of lot- 
teries, which public sentiment and morals demand- 
ed should be abolished, would not thereby be abated; 
but the effect would be to granta moncpoly in the 
aaa eor several years to come, to particular in- 

Mr. HOPKINS demanded the preyi i 
and it was sustained by the Howes aie 

The amendments of the committee to the Sen- 


ate bill were agreed to; also, the amendments of 
the Senate as amended by the House. : 

Reports were then called from the Judiciary 
Committee. 

Mr. PEARCE, from the Judiciary Committee, 
reported several bills from the Senate. ; 

Mr, PEARCE, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported the joint resolutions from the Sen- 
ath relating to the Chesapeake and Ohio canal, 
with an amendment. 

Mr. J. T. MASON urged the immediate consid- 
eration of the resolutions; and while pending, 

On motion of Mr. GRAHAM of North Caroli. 
na, the whole subject was laid upon the table. 

At a subsequent period of the day’s proceeding, 
upon motion of Mr. J. T. MASON, the resolutions 
and amendment were again taken up, and referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and ordered to be printed. 

The other committees were called during the 
morning hour, and immense masses of reports were 
made. The proceeding appeared like a disposition 
of all business of the committees, in preparation 
for an adjournment. ‘The reports were so numer- 
ous, thai we were unable a procure a complete list 
of them in time for this evening’s paper. 

When the reports had been presented by the sev- 
eral members of the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims— 

Mr. HALL said, as the reports now presented 
completed the business of the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, he felt it his duty to say that the 
committee bad made written reports upon every 
claim that had been referred to them, coming with- 
in their jurisdiction. The number ef written re- 
ports made to the House, by the committee, was 
225; a considerable portion of which were long, 
and required great labor in the investigation of the 
cases upon which they were founded. The print- 
ed matter of these reports would exceed 1,000 
pages. The regular meetings of the committee 
had been twice a week, and there had been several 
occasional sittings besides. It was but justice to 
the committee to say that, during this long session 
of Congress, hardly an instance had occurred of 
the want of a quorum; and, in most cases, the 
committee had been very fully attended, 

The members of the committee aré Mr. Haun 
of Vermont, Mr. Goopr of Ohio, Mr. Trie.zrr of 
Kentucky, Mr. T. J. Campseue of Tennessee, Mr. 
Maynarp of New York, Mr. Wasnineton of 
North Carolina, Mr. James of Pennsylvania, Mr. 
Parmenter of Massachusetts, and Mr. Goong of 
Virginia. ; : 

CONTINGENT APPROPRIATION BILL. 

On the motion of Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, the . 
House resolved itself into Committee of the Whole, 
(Mr. A. H. H. Sroarr in the chair,) and took up 
the bill entitled An act legalizing and making ap- 
propriaticns for such necessary objects as have 
been usually included in the general appropriation 
bills without authority of law, and to fix and pro- 
vide for certain incidental expenses of the depart- 
ments and offices of the Government, and for other 
purposes.” 

Tbis bill had been sent back from the Senate 
with a variety of amendments, which had been 
submitted to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
who had recommended a concurrence in some, 
and a noen-concurrence in others. 

Mr. PROFFIT expressed a wish that this bill 
should be huag up between the two Houses until 
they had done something with the revenue bill. 
They were ready enovgh to pay themselves, for 
whom provision was made by this bill; but there 
appeared to be no disposition to serve the coun- 
try. 

Mr. BLACK hoped this bill would not be hung 
up between the two Houses. The President was 
collecting revenue from importers; and this bill 
ought to be passed, though in some respects it 
might require amendment. ` 

Mr. STANLY regretted to see these divisions 
amongst friends. [(Laughter.] 

Mr. BLACK denied that there was any political 
friendship or agreement between the gentleman 
from Indiana and himself; but when that gentle- 
man came upon bis (Mr. B.’s) track, he was will- 
ing that they should go together, 


Mr. STANLY restmed, and commented on the 
amendments'made in this bill-by the Senate. He 
said the Senate was a most unfit body to act upon 


such a bill. Sometimes, when this bill was before , 


that body, there were not more than twelve mem- 
bers present; some. of. whom’ were writing letters, 
others were reading newspapers, and others were 
lolling on the couches. He spoke of some of them 
(but how the terms were applied was not distinctly 
heard) as “silk-stocking gentry,” who had rings 
on their fingers, and who ought to have them in 
their ears too. x i 

The CHAIR intimated that the gentleman was 
not in order. 

Mr. STANLY then made some further remarks 
on, the Senate’s amendment of the bill. í 


Mr. HOPKINS appealed to gentlemen of both 
sides to refrain from debating party topics, and 
to allow the limited time left for the consideration 
of this bill, involving large appropriations of 
money, to be given to explanations of the. several 
amendments. If this course was not taken, when 
the hour of three o’clock came they would have to 
vote in the dark. : 

After some remarks from Messrs. GORDON, 
CHAS. BROWN, PROFFIT, and BIDLACK, 
the question was taken on the third amendment, 
and it was not concurred in. 

The fourth and fifth, being merely verbal amend- 
ments, were concurred in. 

The sixth amendment, making the salary of the 
loan clerk in the Treasury Department $1,400, in- 
stead of $1,600, afier a question by Mr. JOHN. 


SON, and a reply by Mr. INGERSOLL, was con- 


curred in. 

The seventh amendment, inserting for the salary 
of a law clerk for Solicitor’s office, after some re- 
marks from Mesers. JOHNSON, INGERSOLL, 
and SMITH of Va., was concurred in. 

Several other amendments were concurred in. 
‘When the amendment appropriating $1,000 for in- 
dexing the Washington papers and Madison pa- 
pers in the Department of State, was under con- 
sideration, 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia observed that, if he kad 
not been misinformed, a resolution was passed 
some years since, directing the publication, by 
Clarke & Force, of all the papers of that period of 
history belonging to the Revolution; and that 
therefore these papers, or a considerable portion of 
them, mast have been printed by Clarke & Force, 
and therefore an index to the manuscripts was not 
necessary. Every gentleman had the Madison 
papers in his possession, and knew that there was 
no use in indexing them. 

After some remarks from Mr. HALL in favor 
of the amendment, 

Mr. SMITH offered an amendment, providing 
that the whole cost of the indexing shall not exceed 
the sum of $1,000 hereby appropriated: rejected. 

The amendment was then concurred in. 

Two or three other amendments having been 
passed upon, i Rn 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia replied to the argu- 
ments in favor of the amendment. He considered 
it to be the duty of the officers and clerks to make 
out indices to ihe public documents as they were 
received or issued, and not call on Congress for an 
extra sum, With an alphabet, it would bean easy 
matter to make an index as the business of the 
office progressed. It was a piece of neglect if the 


officers had not made out the indices; and he was ` 


opposed to anything which would sanction their 
course, and become the foundation of a system of 
expense attending the making out of indices to 
publie documents. , 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL made a brief explana- 
tion; afier which, the amendment of the Senate was 
concurred in. ; 

The 25th amendment of the Senate, increasing 
the salary of the Surveyor General of Wisconsin 
and Iowa to $2,000, was non-concurred in by the 
House, after some remarks from Messrs. INGER- 
SOLL, FILLMORE, SNYDER, and POPE. 

The 26th, 27th, 28ih, 29th, and 30th amend- 
ments of the Senate were agreed to. 

The 3ist amendment was non-concurred in; 
and the 32d, 33d, and 34th, concurred in 

The 35:h amendment, appropriating $3,500 for 
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temporary clerks in the Auditor’s office for the 
Post Office Department, was next considered. i 
Mr. McKAY opposed the amendment. He re~ 


maiked that he was tired of these incessant calls |)" 


for an increase of clerks. At the last sessior, a 
number of these clerks were continued for one 
year; yet, notwithstanding the assurances then giv- 
en to the contrary, an effort was now made to get 
these clerks continued still longer. He gave it as 
his opinion that the number of clerks was already 
too large in many of the offices. In the Land Of- 
fice alone, there were thirty more clerks than were 
necessary. He bore testimony to the usefulness of 
many of the clerks; whilst others were mere idlers, 
and might be found—go to the department when 
you woull—reading newspapers and periodicals. 
He hoped the evil or this continual increase would 
be arrested. 

After a few remarks from Messrs. J. R. INGER- 
SOLL, CALHOUN, and GRANGER— 

Mr. WISE rose, as he said, in vindication of 
that much-abused class of men—the clerks. He 
considered the majority of them to be genilemen— 
as much so as the members of Congress. It was 
a great mistake, and did them great injustice, to 
suppose that they only worked five hours a day. 
He appealed to the gentleman from New York 
(Mr. Grancer] to testify in their behalf. 


Mr. GRANGER said he was happy to be called 
up. He then addressed the House for some time 
in eulogy of the clerks, and in explanation of the 
labors performed by them. He gave his own per- 
sonal experience of their laborious character and 
good conduct, and told how he himself had worked, 
when he was in the Post Office Department, from 
8am.to 5 p.m. Although he was never fas- 
tidiows or squeamish about applying the scimetar 
or cord to his political opponents in office in the 
country, yet he never removed a mere clerk. He 
knew of none whose situation in life was less envi- 


able. 

Mr. WISE further spoke in favor of the merits 
of the clerks. He drew a comparison between 
those in the Navy and War Departments, and 
hence argued that there were too few in the former. 
Also, in the Treasury Department the business was 
certainly bebindhand from the want of a sufficient 
force. 

The amendment of the Senate, making the ap- 
propriation, was concurred in. 

The 36th amendment. was non-concurred in. 
Also the 37th, which established the salary of the 
public gardener at $1,200, instead of $1,000. 

The amendment of the Senate striking out the 
appropriation of $19,000 for completing the lower 
rooms of the Treasury building, was non-concurred 
in. 

The appropriation of $1,853 for repairs to the 
Senate wing, was agreed to. 

The amendment appropriating $52,000 for the 
purchase of the ground adjoining the Post Office 
Department, was non-concurred in. Also the ap- 
propriation of $12,000 for a bridge across Goose 
creek, in Washington city; and the appropriation 
of $15,600 to reimburse the Indians for the failure 
of the States to pay the interest on lands held by 
the Government in trust for them. 

The 42d, 43d, 47th, and 48h amendments were 
non-concurred in. 

The 44th, 46:h, and 49th, were concurred in. 
The 50ih amendment, making an appropriation 
of $2,187 for the expenses of negotiating a treaty 
with the Camanche and other tribes of Indians in 
1835, was non-concurred in. 

The other amendments were then disposed of, 
the Hlouse refusing to concur in the amendment 
giving extra pay to the clerks, pages, &c.; and the 
pill was returned to the Senate. 

NEW ISSUE OF TREASURY NOTES. 

Mr. FILLMORE called the attention of the 
House toa communication which had been sent to 
the Committee of Ways and Means from the 
Treasury Department, which pointed out the ne- 
cessities of the treasury, and recommended the is- 
sue of treasury notes to meet the demands created 
by the appropriation bills which the House had 
passed. 

This communication should have been sent to 
the Honse, instead. of the committee; and for the 


purpose of bringing it properly before the commit- 
tee, he moved that it be referred to the Committee 
of Ways and Means, and that it be printed. 5 0.. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON moved to amend the 
motion by the addition of instructions to the 
committee to consider the propriety of reporting a 
bill to carry out his scheme for the’ issue of stock: 
to the amount of 200,000,000: fór ‘the relief of: 
the States, pledging the public lands for fhe repay- 
ment thereof. ee ; 

Mr.. HOLMES submitted an amendment, in- 
structing the Committee of Ways and Means to 
inquire into the necessity and the expediency of 
issuing treasury-notes to meet the exigencies of the 
Government, until the next session of Congress. 

Mr. BOTTS recommended that the subject’ 
should be referred to the President of the United 
States, who was the cause of the existing state of 
thinge—tre Government being virtually in a state 
of suspension. ‘He then moved to lay the whole 
subject on the table, 

Mr. WM. W. IRWIN called for the yeas and 
nays; and they were ordered, and resulted as fol- 
lows—yeas 60, nays 114, : . 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland then mcdified his 
amendment, and sent a bill to the table. 

Mr. JOHNSON ef Tennessee said the genile- 
man from South Carolina [Mr. HoLmes} bad 
modified his. proposition, so as to instruct the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means to report a bill-for the 
issue of treasury notes for the balance. of the loan 
authorized in 1841. : > 

Mr. CUSHING entered into some explanations 
of the condition of the treasury, and the means 
that must be resorted to if Congress should refuse 
to provide for the exigencies of the Government, 
He intimated that the loan bill authoriz-d the issue 
of certificaies, transferrable by simple delivery, 
and these might be resorted to by the Treasury. 

Mr. FILLMORE entered also into explanation, 
and denied that the loan act had any such inten- 
tion, or thal certificates could be issved for debts 
due by the Government. The intention was to is- 
sue certificates for loans, and not debts. 

He moved the previous question, which was 
ustained by the House. 

The House then agreed to the reference—the . 
proposition having been separated. 

The next question was on the proposition of the 
gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. Wm. Cost Jonn- 
SON,] which was negatived. 

On the proposition of Mr. Hormes, tellers 
were called; and, the vote having been taken, 
was announced as follows: 65 in the affirmative, 
and 80 in the negative. 

The communication was then ordered to be 


printed. 


The House then adjourned. 

IN SENATE. 
Monpay, August 22, 1842. 

On motion of Mr. BATES, the Committee on 
Pensions was discharged from the further consider- 
ation of the petitions praying the revival of the 
act of July, 1838, granting pensions to certain 
widows. ` 

Mr. B., from the same committee, made adverse 
reports on House bill entitled An act for the relief 
of Thompson Hutchinson; and on the resclution of 
the General Assembly of Indiana, ia favor of allow- 
ing a pension te those who served in Wayne’s cam- 
paign. 

THE CONTINGENT APPROPRIATION 

BILL. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, the bill making ap- 
propriation for certain objects, omitted from the gen- 
eral appropriation, was taken up for consideration. 
The bill was returned from the House with an 
amendment to a certain amendment to the Senate, 
and with disagreements to certain other amend- 
ments of the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. E, the Senate insisted on its 
own amendments, and disagreed to the amendment 
of the House; and a committee of conference was 
authorized to be appointed by the Chair to meet a 
like committee oh the part of the House, to take 
into consideration the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses; and Messrs. Evans, BENTON, and Tarta 
manae, Were appointed on the part of the Senate, 


Eou 
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Mr. WOODBRIDGE, from the Committee on 

Finance, to.which had been referred a petition from 
citizens of Obio, praying that-a port of entry may 
be. established at Maumee city, made a report in 
favor of the indefinite postponement of the subject; 
which was ordered to be printed. 
* Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, reported. back, with an amendment, 
House bill for the relief of J. B. De Belleviex; and, 
on motion of. Mr. W., the bill was forthwith con- 
sidered as in committee of the whole. The amend- 
ment was concurred in, and the bill was reported 
to the Senate, and finally passed, as amended. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, from the Committee on 
Commerce, to which had been referred House bill 
entitled An act making apprepriation for the pur- 
chase of sundry sites for marine hospitals, therein 
mentioned, reported the same back without amend- 
ment; and gave notice that, when the bill came up 
for censideration, be would move to lay it on the 
table. i 
`- On motion of Mr. SMITH of Indiana, the Sen- 
ate receded from its amendment to the House bill 
entitled An act to confirm claims to publie lands 
in certain cases. . 


The bill for the relief cf Charles D. Hammond 
and Augustus H. Kenan, having been returned 
from the House with an amendment, was taken 
up; and the Senate concurred in the amendment. 

Mr.GRAHAM, from the Committee on Claims, 
made an adverse report onthe petition of William 
‘Wooten, praying to be indemnified for the loss of 
property destroyed while in the service of the Uni- 
ted States; which was ordered to be printed. 


On motion of Mr. SEVIER, all the previous 
orders of the Gay were postponed for the purpose 
of taking up the bills on the ealendar which had 
been reported from the Commitiee on Pensions ; 
when 

The following bills from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, having been reported adversely upon 
by the Committee on Pensions, were taken up 
as in committee of the whole, and indefinitely 
postponed, viz: 

An act for the relief of Mary Francis. 

An act for the relief of Mary Campbell, the 
widow of John Campbell. k 

An act for the relief of Presly Gray. 

Anact for the relief of Catharine Wilson, widow 
of James Wilson. 

An act for the relief of Sally Day. 

An actfor the relief of William Glover. 

An act for the relief of Hannah Waldo, widow 
of the late Capt. Samuel Thompson, deceased. 

An act granting a pension to Jeremiah Kimball. 

An act for the relief of Samuel Hutchinson. 

An act for the relief of John E. Wright. 

An act for the relief of Jared Gossage. 

An act granting a pension to Catharine Allen, 
widow of Henry Allen. 

An act for the relief of William Fitzgerald. 

An act for the relief of George Morris, of Vir- 
ginia. 

An act for the relief of George Sutherland. 

An act for the relief of Mary Van Wort, 

An act for the relief of Mary Pike, widow of 
Samuel Pike, 

An act for the relief of Maria Fowler. 

An act for the relief of Samuel Edgecombe. 

An act for the relief of Margaret McCaulcy, 
widow of John McCauley. 

An act for the relief of Major Summers. 

An act for the relief of Frederick Hopkins. 

The act for the relief of John Keith, having 
been also reported on adversely, was taken up, on 
the question of indefinite postponement; and, on 
motion of Mr. WRIGHT, who wished to exam- 
ine the case, was laid on the table for the present. 

The following bills were then teken up, as in 
committee of the whole, considered, reported to 

“the Senate, and finally passed, viz: 

House bill for the relief of John Flood. 

House bill-for the relief of Mary Rand. 

House bill for the relief of Mary Colfax. 

House bill for the relief of Randolph Carter. 
` Honse bill for the relief of Phillis Satien, 

House bill for the relief of Dorothy Bowman. 

House bill for the relief of Jacob Jackscn, 
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House bill to increase the revolu:ionary invalid 
pension of John Looney. i , , 

House bill forthe relief of Frederick Perrigo. 

Senate bill granting-a pension to Pamela Allen, 
the widow of Captain Samuel Allen, a soldier of 
the Revolution. 

House bill for the relief: of David Freelove. 

House bill for the relief of Joseph Parker. 

-House bill granting a pension to Amaziah Good- 
win. [This bill was amended] 

House bill for the relef of Hannah Carrier. 
[This bill was amended. ] i 

House bill giving Catharine Lieman the benefit 
of the act of Jaly 7, 1838. [This bill was amend- 


ed. 

Bowe bill for the relief of Effie Van Ness. 
[This bill was amended.] 

House bill for the relief of Dennis Dygart. [This 
bill was amended.] 


On motion of Mr. CRIFTENDEN, the Senate 
took up for consideration, as in committee of the 
whoie, the joint resolution submitted by him a few 
days ago, authorizing the Solicitor of the Treasury 
to carry into effect the provisional contract for the 
purchase of the light-house site at the southwest 
pass of the Mississippi river; the question pending 
being the proposition of the Committee on Finance 
to substitute for the joint resolu'ion a simple reso- 
lation authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to 
report, at the next session of Congress, all the facts 
touching the alleged provisional contract, and the va- 
lidity of the title of the person claiming a pre-emp- 
tion right to the site on which the light-house is 
erected. 

The resolution was debated at great length by 
Messrs. CRITTENDEN and BARROW in favor 
of the original resolution, and Messrs. BAYARD, 
WRIGHT, and EVANS in opposition to the joint 
resolution, and in favor of the substitute; when, 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the questioa on 
the substitute was taken by yeas and nays, end de- 
cided in the affirmative—yeas 18, nays 13. 

The resolution, as amended, was then adopted. 

On motion of Mr. MERRICK, the previous or- 
ders of the day were postponed, and the Senate 
took up, as in committee of the whole, the joint 
resolution authorizing the extension of the eon- 
tract for carrying the mail on the Potomac river. 
It was considered, reported to the Senate, and or- 
dered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the Senate re- 
sumed the consideration, as in committee of the 
whole, of the bill from the House entitled An act 
for the relief of James Tongue, John Scrivener, 
and the legal representatives of William Hodgson, 
deceaved—the question pending being the motion 
of the Committee on Claims for the indefinite post- 
ponement of the bill. [This is a claim for the 
value of a tobacco warehouse and sundry dwell 
ings, which were destroyed by the Brit'sh during 
the lest war. ‘The warehouse, it seemed, was oc- 
cupied as a place of deposite for munitions of war 
and as a place of defence, by certain militia, who 
had been called out by the Governor of Maryland, 
to protect that section of the State.] The bill was 
debated at length. 

Messrs. WRIGHT and GRAHAM opposed the 
bill—contending that neither the Constitution nor 
laws authorized the payment for property destroyed 
by the enemy, unless it was taken for the public 
use, or cecupied by the troops of the United States, 
or by militia of the State mustered into the service 
of the United States prior to the occupancy of the 
property. 

Messrs. MERRICK, CALHOUN, WoOoD- 
BRIDGE, and ARCHER advocated the passage 
of the bill; maintaining that the circumstance of 
the United Siates having, sabsequent to the de- 
struction of the property, recognised the same mili- 
tia as being in the service of the United States, by 
paying them for their services, was a constructive 
occupancy of the property by the troops of the 
United Siates, It was on this ground, principaily, 
that they advocated the claim. 

The motion for indefinite postponement having 
been withdrawn, the bill was reported to the Sen- 
ate, and read the third time; and the question be- 
ing; Shall the bill. pass ? 

Mr, GRAHAM demanded the yeas and nays, 


which were ordered; and, being taken, resulted in 
the affirmative—yeas 28, nays 6. cone 
THE BILL TO SETTLE THE MAJORITY:-IN- 

THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

OF THE 28rn CONGRESS. : ot 

Mr. CRITTENDEN gave notice that he would, 
on to-morrow, ask the Senate to consi¢er. the bill 
to regulate the taking of testimony in cases of con- 
tested elections, and for other purposes. 

f THE TARIFF BILL. 

The tariff bill, passed by the House to-day, was: 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on’ Fi- 


nance. 
VENDING OF LOTTERY TICKETS, - 

The bill entitled An act to suppress the vending 
of lottery tickets within the District of Columbia, 
having been returned from the House with an- 
amendment to the amendment of the Senate, was 
referred to the Committee on the District ‘of Co- 
lumbia. 

On motion, the Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, August 22, 1842. 


Mr. TILLINGHAST moved that the Commit- 
tee of the Whole be discharged from the bill to 
provide for the safekeeping, etc. of the proceeds of 
the exploring expedition. i 

Mr. C, JOHNSON offered an amendment, call- 
ing for a report, at the next session, of the amount 
of expenditure in fitting out the said expedition, 
the'expense of exch sbip, and the amount expend- 
ed in the purchase cf any article—specifying the 
article, and the price paid. l 

The amendment was not received; and the res- 
olution of Mr. TiınLinamasr was agreed to: and 
the bill was read a third time and passed. 

Mr. STEENROD moved a suspension of the 
rule, for the purpose of taking upand disposing of 
a bill to establish a district court of the United 
States in the city cf Whe-:ling. 

Mr. ARNOLD objected. He said, if the House 
would permit a resolwiion which he desired to of- 
fer, 10 be received, he would make no objection, 


` but he would object to everything, unless he got in 


his resolution. 

The SPEAKER appealed to the gentleman from 
Tennessee to act in a spirit of accommodation. 

Mr. ARNOLD. I cannot be accommodating, 
sir. 
Mr. STEENROD pressed his motion, and it was 
agreed to; and the bill was read a third time, and 
passed, 

Mr. ARNOLD then submitted bis resclution to 
fix three o’clock to-day for the termination of de- 
bate on his bill to diminish the pay of members of 
Congress and other Government officers. [Cries 
of “Why, the bill has not been taken up in Com- 
mittee of the Whole.] i 

S:veral objections were made to the reception of 
the resolution. . 

Mr. ARNOLD consented to modify his resolu. 
tion so as to fix two o'clock to-morrow. 

Mr. WISE inquired whether, if that motion 
were agreed to, it would compel the House to take 
up that bill, in preference to all other business? . 

The answer was not heard. 

Mr. ARNOLD demanded the yeas and nays; but 
23 only rose in favor of them. 

Mr. ARNOLD called for tellers on the motion 
for the yeas and nays; and 34 rose in favor of 
them. he yeas and nays were, therefore, or- 
dered, 

_ Mr. COWEN moved the previous question; and 
it was sustained by the House. 

Mr. R. W. THOMPSON moved to lay the 
resolution on the table. 

Mr. ARNOLD called for the yeas and nays; and 
they were ordered. 

Mr. THOMPSON said he would withdraw the 
motion, if the yeas and nays were to be taken. 

The questicn then recurred on the adoption of 
the resolution. 

Mr. HOLMES remarked that the effict of this 
resolution was to take a bill out of committee at 
a certain time; and he wished to know if that bill 
was yet in committee. i 

The vote was then taken—yeas 74, nays 96; 80 


‘the bill should be passed, that the difficnlties would 


the motion was not carried, two-thirds not voting’ 
in the affirmative. : -F 
> THE TARIFF. TE 

Mr. COWEN offered a resolution, fixing 712 
o'clock to-day for the termination of debate én Mr. 
Barnakp’s bill to provide for a temporary defect 
or failure ‘of the law relating to the collection of 
duties on imports; and on this-he moved the pre- 
vious question, which was sustained by the House. 
The resolution was then adopted. 

Mr. COWEN moved that the House. resolve it- 
self into Committee of the Whole, which was 
agreed to; and Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL took the chair. . 

The CHAIRMAN stated the question te be on 
the amendment cf the gentleman from New York, 
(Mr. Barnarp,] the effect of which was to prevent 
the infliction of any fine or punishment by an ex 
post facto law. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT said the amendment obvi- 
ously proceeded on the supposition, or rather on 
the assumed certainty, that there was no law now 
in existence, nor had been any law in existence, 
for the collection of daties on imports, to any ex- 
tent, or for any amount, since the 30th of June 
last. His objection was to the amendment, as well 
as to the bill. He could not allow that the mer- 
chants and importers, who had paid the $600,000 
in the month of June, had the right to claim the 
return of that money; and he deprecated the asser- 
tion of such a right on this floor. He submitted to 
every lawyer in the House whether there was any 
principle better'settled than that the admissions of 
a party could be used against himself. And who 
demanded these duties? The Government. And 
who represented the Government? Why, Congress, 
If, then, this Congress should solemnly declare 
that the duties were not collectable, the courts sit- 
ting to try the suits arising out of these circum- 
stances, would be bound to take notice of that ad- 
mission. 

` He went on to contend that the House could not 
ganction a penal ex post facto law. In illustration, 
he supposed a bond were taken for the payment of 
certain duties, with the usual penal provision— 
would any gentleman contend that, if that bond 
‘was not binding before the passage of this law, it 
could be made so by this enactment? 

He was exceedingly anxious that all these doubts 
and uncertainties should be removed. He believed 
that the principal part of the difficulties under 
which the business community was suffering, was 
owing to the uncertainty as to what the duties 
would be. So important did he consider it to be, 
that he was willing to yield, to a considerable ex- 
tent, for the purpose of ‘restoring something like 
confidence to the business community. In regard 
to the ultimate decision of the Supreme Court, 
many sound lawyers with whom he had conversed 
were of the opinion that it would be in favor of the 
right of the Government to collect duties under the 
existing laws. Such, he unverstood, was the opin- 
ion of Chancellor Kent. He appealed, therefore, 
to his colleague, as a lawyer, whether he did not 
think it safer to.admit on this floor that a doubt ex- 
isted, than to say that there was a certainty that 
the revenue laws were inoperative. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he should oceupy the at- 
tention of the committee but a very few moments; 
and before he proceeded wilh the remarks which 
he intended to make, he desired to know what the 
amendment was which was now pending. The 
amendment was read by the Cierk. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL said he had made this 
amendment with a view of its being substituted 
for the amendment proposed by the Judiciary 
Committee. i 

Mr. FILLMORE intended to say very little in 
reference to the subject under consideration. He 
telt perfectly indifferent as to the result. Tle 
cared not whether the bill passed or not. He had 
not been able to understand from his colleague 
[Mr. Banwarp] whether he was in favor of the 
bill or ‘hot. He understood, however, that he was 
in favor of its passage, for the purpose of legal- 
izing the collection of duties up to 20 per cent. at 
valorem; while at the same time, he admits that, if 
the bill pass in its present form, it will, by true 
legislative construction, be inoperative. i 

Mr. ROOSEVELT stated that he considered, if 
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greater than they now are. ` - 

Mr. FILLMORE said there were some serions 
considerations in reference to passing any bill. If, 
as had been stated, there were doubts as to the ex- 
istence of revenue laws, he supposed Congress 


would bein favor-of giving the Government the. 


benefit of that doubt. He (Mr. F.) was not pre- 
pared to say whether there were, or were not, any 
laws in force for collecting revenue; but he was 
prepared to say that, if there was any doubt, ite 
was better to leave. the law as it now stands, than 

to attempt legalizing the collection under the old 

law; for he was perfectly convinced that no more 

revenue would be obtained by that legalization 

than without it. The moment a. bill was-passed 

legalizing the collection of 20 per cent. for any 

definite time, (and he trusted it would be tempo- 

rary only,) a direct temptation would be given to 

persons in Europe to bring into this country their 

surplus productions; and the country would, in this 

way, be flooded with foreign commodities, to the 

detriment of our own manufactures. So long 

as the subject remained as it now was, it would be 

impossible for persons abroad to know how soon a 

revenue law might be passed; and they would, 

consequently , be deterred from importing; whereas, 

if a law should be passed, legalizing this amount of 

revenue, it would be an invitation to them to sup- 

ply our market for years to come. If, then, it was 

only a question of doubt, he thought they would 

best serve the interests of the country by leaving 

things in the state in which they now are, until 

some permanent enactment could be agreed on. 

It seemed io him that the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, so far from an- 
swering any beneficial purpose either to the Gov- 
ernment or the people, would do neither; as the 
experience of the last two years must have satisfied 
everybody that the revenue laws were wholly inef- 
ficient, so far as concerned protection of the indus- 
try of this country. But, in addition to this, (said 
Mr. F.,) the great advantage to be derived from 
any tariff measure, must arise from its being per- 
manent. No matter how perfect the enactment 
may be; if limited to two years, it will be of no 
real utility to the country. What the country wants 
is, that the question should be settled definitively— 
permanently; not for one, two, or even five years; 
but for a length of years—he was going to say for- 
ever. He therefore could not consent to vote for 
the proposition of the gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia, under any circumstances; for he believed it 
would be wholly inadequate for any useful pur- 
pose. He was in favor of the original bill; and 
although some alterations might be made with ad- 
vantage in some of its provisions, yet he had no 
hesitation in voting for the bill as it now stood. 


But there was another difficulty which presented 
itself to his mind. His judgment and his feelings 
had been, and now were, opposed to any farther 
legislation on the subject, that would yield the prin- 
ciple of distribution. Yet, seeing on the one hand 
a suffering country, and on the other an empty 
treasury and a bankrupt Government, he was dis- 
posed to accede. He had heretofore expressed the 
opinion which he entertained, by his vote; but since 
that vote was given, a very great change of circum- 
stances had taken place. He had seen more than 
haif the party to which he belonged (whose patriot- 
ism he did not doubt) yield their opinions to what 
they considered the gocd of the country. Under 
these circumstances, he felt bound to go with them, 
(though he would not deny that he did so with re- 
luctance;) and he hoped the country would derive 
from the bill all those benefits which those who 
were foremost in supporting it seemed to antici- 
pate. Atall events, he would discharge his duty 
to the country, by uniting with bis friends who 
were favorable to its passage. 

Mr. HOLMES said if there were in that assem- 
bly gentlemen who truly and honestly desired the 
Government to go on unobstructed, they must see 
at once that it would be necessary to adopt some 
such measure as that reported by the gentleman 
from New York. They were reduced to the di- 
lemma, either to take the bill as reported by the 
Judiciary Committee, or else to leave the country 
without revenue. The chairman of the Commit- 


tee of Ways and Means had said the best policy, 


was to leave the laws upon this subject as they at 
present stand. If there was any-doubt, that doubt: 
was as to whether duties were or were not collects 
able. If they were not collectable, what would. be: 

the condition of ibe country? It would be left without 
revenue, and consequently the operations of Govern- 
ment must cease. To leave the country in sucha 
condition, would be in thé highest degree reprehensi-. 
ble. There was an immense debt hanging over this. 
country, and provision must necessarily be made: 
for its liquidation. He (Mr. Homes) would. un- 
dertake to show, by an argument of three sén-: 


` tences, that no law was now in force for the eol- 


lection of revenue. The 3d section. of the -act 
commonly called the compromise act was in the 
following terms: “All these duties so modified by 
this act, shall continue to be collected until the 
30th day of June, 1842” If he (Mr. Homes) 
were to give a power of attorney to the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means to collect 
his rents up to the Ist day of January, 1842, would 
his power to collect those rents extend to the Ist 
day of July, 1842? It would not. But this was 
not all. In the same section it went on to. say 
that the duties thereafter to be levied shoald 
be for an economical administration. 

The whole argument, then, was brought down. 
to this: the time when the operation of the Jaw 
should cease was to be on the Ist day of July. 
This could not be controverted. And what, then, 
was the condition in which the country was placed? 
There was no revenue for the purpose of carrying 
on the operations of Government; and its ma- 
chinery must, consequently, be stopped. For, he 
would ask, where would they find men so patriotic 
as to discharge the duties of public officers without 
remuneration? There was a vast difference be- 
tween putting in motion the wheels of Government 
after they had been stopped, and keeping them. in 
motion while they were in motion, A much great- 
er degree of power was requisite to put in motion a 
stationary body, than to keep in motion one already 
moving. So with the affairs of Government. If 
suffered to come to a complete stand—if a cessation 
of its functions really took place—it would be a 
matter of no small difficulty to set them again in 
operation. There could be no harm, at all events, 
in passing this bill; and he did earnestly entreat 
gentlemen not to leave the country in the condition 
in which it was at present. 


Mr. EVERETT said he felt it to be his duty to 
relieve the country and the Government from the 
embarrassing position in which they were placed; 
and, in doing this, he was not going to separate’ the 
Government from the people. His object was to 
relieve both. If the only question was to be on 
the passage of the bill introduced by the gentleman 
from New York, it would, in some measure, re- 
lieve the wants of the Government; but would it 
relieve the people? No, sir; it would do no such 
thing. Yet he supposed it was the best they could 
get under the circumstances. There was one 
clause in the bill of the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania which would induce him to vote against it; 
it was the limitation clause. : 

Mr. INGERSOLL said he had withdrawn the 
limitation. 

Mr. EVERETT said he could not vote for the 
bill, nevertheless. 

Mr. GORDON rose; but it was suggested that he 
had already addressed the committee, and was con- 
sequently notentitled to the floor. Mr. G. denied he 
had spoken upon this question; and after some con- 
versation upcn the point of order, proceeded. -He 
regarded the compromise act as imposing duties to 
the extent of 20 per cent; but the Secretary. of the 
Treasury did not conceive himself able to colleet 
the duties under that act, for want of some specific 
regulation on the part of Congress, If this was 
so, it was clearly competent, fer Congress to pass 
alaw prescribing such regulations. It might be 
that he was wrong in regard tothe effect of the 
law of 1833, in imposing a duty of 20 per cent. If, 
however, that act did not authorize duties to be laid 

to the amount of 20 per cent, then he agreed 
that a law passed by Congress regulating. the 
collection of duties under thal act, though not an ex 
post facto law, would be retroactive and void, 
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An ex post facto law, by the Constitution, was made 
null and void; and reason and common sense 
would: dictate. that a retroactive law should be 
also null and void. e 


da regard to this bill, then, so far as it was reiro- 
active, if no duty. was imposed by the act of 1833, 
it would be void; but, so far as it was prospective, 
it woald be a good law. The distinction is be- 
tween the right and the remedy—the imposition of 
the duty and the regulation to collect it. A reiro- 
active act of the legislature affecting the remedy 
merely, would be valid, while a retroactive Jaw cre- 
ating the right would be void. Tne gentleman 
from Massachusetts bad objected to the amend- 
ment offered by his (Mr. -G’s.) colleague from 
the Judiciary Committee, because it was in the na- 
ture of an ex post facto law; but if he (Mr. G.) 
correctly -understood the matter, the fact of one 
clatse being void would not vitiate the whole law. 
The gentleman from Massachusetts himself admit- 
ted that it was but a remission, and not an impo- 
sition of a penalty. A law passed by Congress, 
remitting a penaity for an act heretofore done, 
wasa very different thing from a law imposing a 
penalty. These were his views in relation to the 
act of 1833, and the biil now before the commit- 
tee. 

But the gentleman from Massachusetts declared 
there was no law for the collection of duties now 
in existence; and yet he was opposed to the passage 
of any law-—opposed to any legislation upon the 
subject—because the Executive department of. this 
Government could collect duties without a law for 
all purposes of revenue; and that the law was 
therefore ‘on a better foundation than if a law 
should be passed. If, as the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts contended, there was no law for the col- 
lection of revenue now in existence, there was a 
fearful debt accruing against the Government—a 
debf which must eventually be paid—and direct 
taxation would be the only resource. Their system 
of protection would defeat itself; and they would be 
obliged to resort to direct taxauon for the support 
of the Government.: He (Mr. Gorpon) was for 
no such legislation as that. He was for no such 
system of legalizing duties. He wished to see the 
duties placed upon such a basis as would give rev- 
enue adequate to an economical administration, 
and afford, at the same time, incidental pr: tection. 
He hoped the majority upon that floor would lay 
aside their passions and their prejudices which had 
arisen during this protracted session, and adopt a 
measure placing the tariff upon a permanent and 
solid basis. S 

Mr. BARNARD asked leave to make a few re- 
marks. Objected to. 


Mr. McKENNAN said he gave notice on Fri- | 


day that he would, atthe proper time, move to 
amend the amendment of his colleague, [Mr. 
IncERSOLL,] by substituting for it the bill that had 
been returned with the President’s objections. He 
now. merely rose to say that he supposed the best 
mode would be to take the vote on the substitute 
of his colleague; and, if that should be voted down, 
then to propose his amendment. 

The question was here taken on Mr. Barnarp’s 
amendment, and it was adopted—ayes 84, noes 
not counted. 

Mr. BARNARD moved to amend the third sec- 
tion in the seventh line, by inserting, after the word 
“protest,” the words “ against the rate or amount 
of duties charged, or against payment of any úu- 
ties.” Agreed to, 

Mr. B. offered an amendment, authorizing the 
Secretary of the Treasury to remit and pay over 
any excess of duties that may be paid under pro- 
test, beyond the amount imposed by this aet. 
Agreed to. 

After the adoption of three other amendments on 
the motion of Mr. B., 

Mr. BOTTS moved to amend the bill, by stri- 
king out all that part of the first section which pro- 
posed to legalize the collections that have been 
made of duties from the 30th June last to this time. 
Agreed to. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina moved an 
amendment, making tea and coffee subject to duty. 
Rejected. : 

{A message was hers received from the Senate, 


by Mr. Dicxins, their Secretary, stating that the 
Senate insisted on their amendments to the contin- 
gency bill, to which the House had disagreed, and 
asked a conference. Whereupon, , 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the House in- 
sisted on its disagreement, and ordered a commit- 
tee of conference to be appointed.] f 

Mr. ROOSEVELT moved to amerd the bil! by 
inserting, afterthe words “ad valorem,” in the 14th 
line, the words “to be collected in ready money, 
and to be assessed upon the value of such gocds, 
Wares, and merchazdise, at the port where the 
same shall be entered ” Rejected. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON offered an amendment 
as a substitute to the bill, which has heretofore 
been published. It proposes to mak: the several 
collectors of the revenue pay at once into some 
public depository the public money they may from 
time to time collect. It also proposes some few 
alterations in the rates of duties; and, in the end, 
proposes the issue of $200 000,000 of stock, to be 
distributed among the States, reimbursable out of 
the land fund. This amendment was rejected. 


Mr. ROOSEVELT submitted an amendment, 
providing that nothing in the bill contained should 
be so construed as to admit or deny ibat the duties 
collecied under the present tariff laws are lawfully 
collected. This amendment was also rejrcted. 

- The question then recurred on Mr. Incerscii’s 
amendment to strike out the original bill, and in- 
sert, as a substitate, the bill submitted by him the 
other day, as follows: 


A BILL to provide revenue from imports. 

Be it enacted, §c., That from and after the passage of this 
act, the same duties upon imports shall be levied, collected, and 
paid, under the same Jaws, rules, and regulations, which were 
levied, collected, and paid the 1st day of January, 1840, under the 
provisions of the act approved 2d March, 1833,-entitled “an act 
to modify the act of I4th January, 1832, and all other acts 
imposing duties on imports,” except thatthe said duties shail 
be paid in cash: And provided, further, That inal} cases where 
specific duties were imposed upon imports prior to the passage 
of the said act, it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasu- 
ry to ascertain the average rate of duty which was collected 
upon each of the said articles throughout the year 1840; and 
such average rate of duty shall hereafter be levied, collected, 
and paid, as a specific duty upon the importation of the said 
articles, in the same manner as if such respective specific duties 
were respectively imposed by this act. 

Sec, 2, And be it further enacted, That, on the importa- 
tion of ali the articles made subject to a duty of 20 per cent. ad 
valorem, under the provisions of the act entitled “An act re- 
lating to duties and drawbacks,” approved September 21th, 
134], there shall hereafter be levied, collected, and paid, a duty 
of 30 per cent. ad valorem, except upon railroad iron, which 
sha!] be subject tothe same rate of duty as bar or bolt tron, of 
similar manufacture, under the Ist section of thisact; but neth- 
ing herein contained shail be so construed as to deprive any 
State or incorporated company, which shall have imported 
railroad iron prior to the 3d day of March next, of the benefits 
an advantages secured to them respectively by the proviso to 
the 5th section of the said act relating to the duties aad draw- 
backs. 

Sac. 3.-And be it further enacted, That thislaw shall be 
in force for and during two years from the day of its becoming 
a Jaw, and no longer. 


On taking the question, it was rejected—ayes 
38, noes net counted. 


Mr. McK ENNAN then moved to strike out all 
after the enacting clause, and insert as a substitute 
the bill that was passed by both Houses of Con- 
gress, and returned by the President with his ob- 
Jections, with the exception of the 27th section, 
respecting the proviso in the distribution act, and 
also with a modification exempting tea and coffee 
from duty. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD moved to amend the amend- 
ment, by inscriing the 27th section of the old bill, 
repealing the proviso in the distribution act, so as 
to allow the distribution to go on. 

Mr. CUSHING submitted that the amen ment 
of Mr, Uxberwcop was not in order on the fol- 
lowing pvints: 

Ist, It was in violation of the following rule of 
the House, viz: “No motion or proposition on a sub- 
ject different from that under consideration shall be 
admitted under color of amendment.” 

2d. It was the very provision of the bill returned 
by the President, to whicb, and to which alone, he 
had objected; and which the House had reconsider- 
ed under the Constitution, and rejected. 


31. It was a tackin the sense of parliamentary 
law, which by that Jaw was held to be irregular, 
as infringing on the constitutional rights of ihe 
other branches of the Government. 

Mr. C. desired to have read a passage from 


Hatsell on the subject; but objection was made. 
The passage is the following: 


Extracts from Hatsell, 


“It being premised thatthe House of Commons not only 
originates revenue bills, as the House of Representatives does 
here; but that the President cannot amend, and must either 
reject in the whole or adopt in the whole, as-the bill, comes 
to them from the Commons.” ‘ 


“On the 9th of December, 1702, ‘the Lords upon mo- 
tion, came to a resolution, and ordered it to be added to their 
roll of standing orders, ‘that the annexing any clause or clauses 
toa billof aid or supply, the matter of which is foreign: to, - 
and different from, the matter of the said bill of aid or supply, 
is unparliamentary, and tends to the destruction of the Con- 
stitution of this Government.’ 7 pik + x ad 

The Commons having passed a bill for granting an aid b 
sale of forfeited lanis in Ireland, and by a land tax in England; 
when this bill is proposed to be read a second time in the House 
of Lords, on the dih of April, 1700, several lords protest— 

“Because the tacking of so many different matters to a money 
bill, is not only contrary to ali the rules and methods of Parlia- 
ment, buthighly dangerous both to the undoubted prerogative 
of the crown, and right of the Lords; putting it-inthe power 
of the Commons to make any resolutions of their own as nes 
cesary, asany supply given for the support or emergencies 
of state. $ b ? 7 id be 

“Whenever this measure of tacking (o a bill of supply is 
attempted by the House of Commons, with an intention’ of 
thereby compelling the crown or Lords to give their assent to a 
bill which they would otherwise probably disapprove of and 
reject, itis highly irregular, and is a breach of those parlia. 
mentary rules and orders that have been established by long 
and uniform practice between the two Houses, in the mode of 
passing bilis. Itis much to be wished that every question 
which is brought before the House of Commons, should 
beas little complicated as possible. For this reason, the pros 
ceeding that is bat too often practised, of putting together in 
the same bill clauses that have no relation te each other, and 
the subjects of which are entirely different, ought to be avoided, 
Even where the propositions are separately not liable to objec- 
tion in cither House, the heaping together in one law such a 
vari&y of unconnected and discordant subjects, is unparlia- 
mentary, and tends only to mislead and confound those who 
have occasion to consult the statute book upon any particular 

oint. 

P “But to do this in cases where it is known that one of the 
component parts of the bill will he disagreeable to the crown, 
orto the Lords, and that, if it was sent up alone, it would not be 
agreed to —from this cause, and with a view to secure the royal 
assent, or the concurrence of the Lords, to tack it to a bill of sup- 
ply which the exigencies of the state make necessary, is a pro- 
ceeding highly. dangerous and unconstitutional. It tends to pro- 
voke the other brauches of the legistature, in their turn, to de. 
part from those rules to which they ought to be restrained by 
the long-established forms of Parliament; and can have no other 
effect than finally to introduce disorder and confusion. The 
Commonsare, by the practice of Parliament, entitled to insist 
‘that the Lords shall make no alteration in a bil of supply;’ but, 
to avail themselves of this right, and thereby to refuse to the 
House of Lords the exercise of that privilege which they have, 
as one of the branches of the legislature, to ‘give their dissent 
toa proposition they disapprove of,’ without, at the same time, 
being obliged to rejectthe supply which the public necessities 
demand, and which they are ready and desirous to grant,—is to 
confound those separate rights that belong to each House of 
Parliament; and thereby to introduce and encourage proceed- 
ings which must, in their consequences, prove dangerous to the 
Constitution. The Lords, therefore, in their answer to the at- 
tempt which was made by the Commons, in 1699 replied, with 
great weight: . 

“The joining together in a money bill things so totally for- 
eign to the methods of raising money, and to the quantity or 
qualification of the sums to be raiscd, is wholly destructive of 
the freedom of debates, dangerous to the privileges of tha 
Lords, and to the prerogative of the crown; for, by this means, 
yings of the last ill consequence to the nation may be brought 
into money bills, and yet neither the Lords nor the crown be 
able to give their negative to them, without hazarding the pub- 
lic peace and security.’ 2 ` 

“The measure attempted by the Tories in 1704, to avail 
themselres of thìs weapon to force through the House ot 
Lords their favorite, but absurd bill, ‘for preventing occasional 
conformity,’ was like many of the designs of that party 
throughout the reigns of King William and Queen Anne, ‘with 
a view (as Burnet says) to put all matters in confusion at home 
and abroad; and thereby te put a stop to the war, and force a 


. peace; and dispose our ailies, as despairing of any help from 


us, toaccept such terms as France would offer them.’ 

“In short, however desirable the end may be that is at any 
time aimed at by this measure, the means are always bad; it ¥s 
much safer to trust to time and to circumstances, which, sooner 
or later, dispose the minds of men to accept and approve of 
such propositions asare really for the public good, than to ob. 
tain even the bestof laws by breaking down those bounds and 
fences which the wisdom of past ages has set up; and to let in 
disorder ana contusion, which may finally prove fatal to the se- 
curity, perhaps the existeace, of the Constitution,” 


The CHAIR overruled the point of order, de- 
eiding that there was no incongruity in the amend- 
ment, inasmuch as the House had, ona previ us 
occasion, after a lengthy discussion, admitted the 
same principle in the revenue act, that passed both 
Houses, and was returned by the President with 
his objections. 

Mr. BARNARD -offered an amendment, sus- 
pending the operations of the distribution act un- 
til the 4th March, 1845, and after which time the 
distribution act was to be revived; the land fund 
ull 4th March, 1845, to be set apart for the pay- 
ment of outstandiog treasury notes, and the re- 
demption of the interest on the public debt. This 
amendment was rejected—ayes 38, noes not counts 
ed. i 


Mr. W. C. JOHNSON submitted a variety of 
amendments, ‘which he requested permission to ex- 
plain to the House, as-bis explanation would con- 
sume less time than the reading. of the amend- 
ments, He said.he would state them very briefly. 
His amendment was the identical bill which had 
been passed upon by the House, and returned with 
the President’s. veto, amended. in the following 
manner: In line 42, of page 8, of the item on cot- 
ton-bagging, he Proposed to insert 3 cents, instead 
of 5; and on the article of sail duck 6, instead of 7 
cents per square yard. -He also made a slight va- 
Nation in the duty on twine. He likewise pro- 
posed to incorporate, in addition, the item specify- 
ing tea and coffee from the section of the bill of the 
Secretary of the Treasury. He also proposed a 
system of countervailing duties, to facilitate nego- 
ations with other nations for the admission of va- 
Yous articles of American produce; amongst which 
were tobacco, rice, wheat, four, and coffee. He 
further Proposed to insert the clause on the ware- 
housing System, which had been hitherto stricken 
out in Committee of the Whole. He further pro- 
posed a series of resolutions for the purpose of pro- 
tecting the revenue, and regulating the mode of 
collecting and disbursing the public moneys. He 
viewed this as one of the most important amend- 
ments, and doubted not that. it would save to the 
treasury half a million of dollars every year. He 
proposed to strike out the 27th section, which re- 
lates to the public lands; and to insert four or five 
Sections instead, the substance of which was, that 
the Government should issue $200,000, 000 of Gov- 
ernment stock, to be divided amongst the States in 
Proportion to the federal representation—such 
stock to bear interest at the ra‘e of 4 per cent., and 
to be paid at the treasury every half year; and the 
public lands to be pledged to enable the Govern- 
ment to meet the liabilities thus to ke created, end 
to redeem the stock thus to be issued, the distribu- 
tion being suspended in the mean time. 
he entire amendment was negatived. 

Mr. GAMBLE moved to strike out 5, and insert 
34 cents as the duty on cotton-bagging. 
The motion was negatived, 


Mr. ROOSEVELT moved a variety of amend- 
ments, the whole of which were negatived. They 
were as follows: 

In the first section, on “all. other manufactured 
wool,” “he proposed to strike out “3 cents per 
pound, and 30 per cent. ad valorem,” and insert 
“I cent per pound, and 20 per cent. ad valorem.” 

He next moved to reduce the duty of 40 per 
cent. to 30 per cent. on woollens, &c. 

In the 5h page, he proposed to strike out the 
minimum provision as to cotton. 

Oa the 7th page, in the third subdivision, he pro- 
posed to reduce the duty from $40 per ton to 30 
per cent. ad valorem, 

In page 9, he proposed to reduce the duty on 
iron from $17 per ton to 30 per cent. ad valorem. 

He proposed. others of a like character, inclu- 
ding a reduction of the duty on brown sugar from 
24 to 2 cents, which shared the same fate. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland proposed his 
amendments in detail, which he had previously 
offered in gross, and they were all negatived. 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia was understood to 
move to strike out some article from the free list, 
but this motion was negatived. 

Mr. OWSLEY offered an amendment to provide 
that nothing herein contained should affect the dis- 
tribuiion of the proceeds of the public lands; which 
was negalived. 

Mr. WELLER was understood to move to 
strike cut the duty on salt ; and it was negatived. 

The question wag then taken on the motion of 
Mr. McKennan, to strike out all after the enact- 
ing clause, and insert his entire bill, 

Tellers were called for and ordered; and the 
vote was 99 in the affirmative, and 67 in the nega- 
tive. 

Mr. KENNEDY of Maryland moved the addi- 
tion of a section to repeal the first nine sections and 
the 15:h section of the distribution bill of the extra 
session. The motion was negatived. 

Other sections were proposed by Messrs. 
ROOSEVELT and SHIELDS; and they were 
negatived. 
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~ Mr. McKENNAN moved that the committee 
tise and report the bill to the House. 


ingly. - 


Mr. FESSENDEN moved the previous question; ` 


which was sustained by the House. . 


The House coneurred in the report of ‘the Com- 


mittee of ihe Whole—yeas 103, nays 99. 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Sherlock J. An- 
drew:, Appleton, Aycrieg, Baker, Barnard, Bar- 
ton, Beeson, Bidlack, Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, 
Borden, Briggs, Brockway, Charles Brown, Jere- 
miah Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, Childs, Chitten- 
den, John C. Clark, James Cooper, Cowen, Crans- 
ton, Cushing, Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, 
John Edwards, Everett, Feriis, Fessenden, Fill- 
more, Gerry, Giddings, Patrick G. Goode, Gordon, 
Granger, Gustine, Hall, Halsted, Howard, Had- 
son, Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Inger- 


sell, James Irvin, William W. Irwin, Keim, Jobn’ 


P. Kennedy, Robert McClellan, McKennan, 
Thomas F. Marshall, Samson Mason, Mattocks, 
Maxwell, Maynard, Moore, Morgan, Morris, 
Morrow, Newhard, Osborne, Parmenter, Pearce, 
Piumer, Pope, Powell, Profiit, Ramsey, Benjamin 
Randall, Alexander Randall, Randolph, Read, 
Ridgway, Riggs, Rodney, William Russell, James 
M. Russell, Saltonstall, Sanford, Slade, Truman 
Smith, Stratton, John T. Stuart, Taliaferro, Til- 
linghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, Trumbull, 
Underwood, Van Buren, Van Rensselaer, Wal- 
lace, Ward, Edward D. White, Thomas W. Wil- 
liams, Joseph L. Williams, Youke, Avgustus 
Young, and John Young—103. 

NAYS—Messrs. Landat W. Andrews, Arnold, 
Arrington, Atherton, Babcock, Black, Botts, Boyd, 
Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, Burke, William 
O Butler, Green W., Caldwell, Patrick C. Cald- 
well, John Campbell, William B. Campbell, 
Toomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Cary, Casey, 
Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Mark A. Cooper, Cravens, 
Cross, Daniel, Dawson, Dean, Deverry, Doan, 
Doig, John C. Edwards, Egbert, John G Floyd, 
A. Lawrence Fos'er, Thomas F, Foster, Gambie, 
Gentry, Gilmer, Goggin, William O. Goode, Gra- 
ham, Gwin, Habersham, Harris, Hastings, Hays, 
Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, 


Hunter, William Cost Johnson, John W. Jones, 


Andrew Kennedy, Kine, Lane, Lewis, Linn, Lit- 
efield, Abraham McClellan, McKay, McKeon, 
Mallory, John Thomson Mason, Mathiot, Mathews, 
Medil!, Miller, Mitchell, Owsley, Pasne, Rayner, 
Reding, Reynolds, Rhett, Roosevelt, Saunders, 
Shepperd, Shields, William Smith, Stanly, S:een- 
rod, Summers, Samter, John B. Thompson, 
Richard W. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Tu ravy, 
Warren, Washington, Watterson, Weller, James 
W. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Wise, 
and Wood—99. 


Mr. RHETT wished to have a call of the 
House; but that not being in order, he moved to 
lay the bill on the table; and on that he demanded 
the yeas and nays, for the purpose of obtaining time. 
His object was, to have a full and distinct vote on 
the bill. 


The question, however, was taken on the en- 
grossment of the bill, by yeas avd nays; and the 
Speaker announced the vote to be—yeas 100, nays 
101, and that the bill was rejected. 

{Clapping of hands, and cries of “Good,” fol- 
lowed this announcement, which had been waited 
for with intense anxiety by every part of the 
House.) 

The following are the yeas and nays on this 
vote, viz: yeas, 101, nays 101; announced by the 
Speaker, under a mistake, to be—yeas 100, nays 
101. [The mistake was corrected in a subsequent 
part of the proceedings.] 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Sherlock J. Andrews, 
Appleton, Ayerigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Bar- 
ton, Beesoa, Bidlack, Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, 
Borden, Briggs, Brockwav, Charles Brown, Jere- 
miab Brown, Barnell, Calhoun, Childs, Chitten- 
den, John ©. Clark, James Cooper, Cowen, Cran- 
ston, Cushing, Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, 
Jobn Edwards, Everett, Ferris, Fessenden, Foll- 
more, Gerry, Giddings, Patrick G. Goode, Gordon, 
Granger, Gustine, Hall, Halsted, Houck, Howard, 


The motion . 
was agreed to, and the chairman reported accord- - 


Hudson, Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. In- 
gers‘}}, James Irvin, William W. Irwin, Keim, 


“John P. Kennedy, Robert McClellan, McKennan, 


Thomas F. Marshall, Samson Mason, Mattocks, 
Maxwell, Maynard, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Mor- . 
row, Newhard, Osborne, Parmenter, Peaice, Plu- 
mer, Pope, Powell, Profit, Ramsey, ‘Benjamin 
Randall, Alexander Randall, Randolph, Read, 
Ridgway, Riggs, Rodney, William Rassell, James 
M. Russeli, Saltonstall, Sanford, Slade, Troman 
Smith, Stratton, John T. Stuart, Taliaferro, Til- 
linghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Trumball, Van Be- 
ren, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, Ward, Edward D. 
White, Thomas W. Williams, Joseph L. Wil- 
liams, Yorke, and Augustus Young—101. - 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Landaf W. Andrews, 
Arnold, Airington, Atherton, Black, Botts, Boyd, 
Aaron V. Brown, Milten Brown, Burke, Green 
W. Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, John Camp- 
bell, William B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, 
Caruthers, Cary, Casey, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, 
Mark A. Cooper, Cravens, Cross, Daniel, Daw- 
son, Dean, Deberry, Doan, Doig, John ©. Ed- 
wards, Egbert, John G. Floyd, A. Lawrence Fos- 
ter, Thomas F, Foster, Gamble, Gentry, Gilmer, 
Goggin, William O. Goode, Graham, Green, 
Gwin, Habersham, Harris, Hastings, - Hays, 
Holmes, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, Hunter, 
William Cost Johnson, Cave Johnson, John W. 
Jones, Andrew Kennedy, King, Lane, Lewis, 
Linn, Littl field, Abraham McClellan, McKay, 
McKeon, Mallory, John Thomsen Mason, Mathiot, 
Mathews, Medill, Miller, Miteheil, Owsley, Payne, 
Rayner, Reding, Reynolds, Rheit, Rogers, Roose- 
velt, Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, Shields, William 
Smith, Steenrod, Summers, Sumter, John B., 
Thompson, Richard W. Fhompson, Jacob Thomp- 
con, Triplett, Turney, Underwood, Warren, Wash- 
ington, Watterson, James W. Williams, Christo- - 
pher H. Williams, Wise, and Wood—101. 


When Mr. CHARLES BROWN was called on 
this question, he said the pill was the bitterest he 
had ever had to swallow, and nothing but the ne- 
cessity of the case made him say “ay.” 


Mr. THOMPSON of Indiana moved the recon- 
sideration of the vote just taken, and called for the 
yeas and nays, which were ordered. 


The question was then taken by yeas and nays 
on the above motion; and the roll having been 
called through, but before the vote was announced, 

Mr. GWIN rose and. said he wished to know, | 
before the vote was announced, whether the pre- 
ceding vote on the engrossment of the bill- had 
bzen announced correctly. 

The SPEAKER said he had been informed by: 
the Clerk that there was an error in the addition of 
the yeas and nays on the question alluded to, aris- 
ing from the fact that one of the members who 
voted out of order was not counted. 

The Clerk then read the list of yeas and nays 
over again; when 

The SPEAKER announced the vote to be yeas 
101, nays 103, as above, and voted himself in the 
negative.. 

So the bill was rejected on that vote. 

The SPEAKER then stated the question to be« 
on the motion for reconsideration of the gentle- 
man from Indiana [Mr. THompson] the vote on . 
which had just been taken, as above noticed; and 
announced the vote to be—yeas 106, nays 98, 

So the reconsideration was ordered. 

The question recurring on the engressment of 
the bill, i ; 

Mr. YORKE moved the previous question, un 
der ihe operation of which the question was taken; 
and the Speaker announced the vote to be—yeas 
103, nays 102 . 

Mr. McKENNAN called for the question on the 
passage of the bill. at 

Mr. RAYNER rose to ask if it was not neces- 
sary for the Chair to vote; and made the point of 
order that he was bound to do so, under the follow- 
Be H the Speaker shall 

electi he Speaker shal 
Gti ear er, vote, unless the House be 
equally divided, or unless his vote, if given to the minority, will 
make the division equal, and, in case of such equal division, 
the question shail be lost.” 


~ Mr. HOPKINS made some remarks in reference 
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` to the previous practice—not perfectly understood 


‘by the feporter:: telat es 

Messrs. PROFFIT and FiLLMORE made the 
point of order that the Chair could not vote after 
ihe vote had been announced, 

The SPEAKER here read the. rule, and made 
soine remarks, which the reporter could not catch, 
owing lo the great confusion prevailing—there be- 
ing at least twenty members on the floor, all claim- 
ing to: be heard. 

“Mr. BOTTS made the question of order whether 
‘the Chair was not bound to vote. : 

The SPEAKER was satisfied, from the rule just 
fead, that he hada right to vote; and, to prevent 
any further difficulty on the subject, announced that 
che voted no, and that there was thus a tie vote— 
[defeating the bill.] , 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky rose, and claimed 
the right to vote. He wasin the bar, he said, 
when his name was called. ; 

Here the question of order was raised whether 
Mr. Anprews could vote after the vote had been 
apnounced-—-some contending that, if the Speaker 
could vote after that announcement, Mr. ANDREWS 
also had the right; while others contended that the 
Speaker's vote was provided for under the rules, 
and that the only time he could vote was after the 
vote of the House was announced, Such, how- 
ever, was the noise and confusion prevailing, that 
it is impossible to give the particulars of tbis part 
of the proceedings, in regular succession, 

_ The SPEAKER decided that Mr. Anprews had 
a right to vote. 4 

Mr. WISE insisted that the case was already de- 
cided, and referred to a case where the vote was 
precisely like the present—a inajority of one, 
Speaker Polk voted in the negative; and by making 
the vote a tie, defeated the bill. . 

Mr. SAUNDERS referred to the vote in 1815, 
on the charter of the Bank of the United States, 
when Mr. Speaker Cheves, voting in the negative, 
made a tie vote, and thns defeated the bill, 


Mr. McKENNAN said he would state the facts 
as he recollected them. After the vote was taken, 
the Speaker announced it to be yeas 103, nays 102, 
and said the ayes had it. 

He (Mr. McK.) then asked what was the next 
question? and . 

The SPEAKER replied that it would be on the 
passage of the bill. ` 

Mr. McKENNAN said, under this state of the 
case, he contended that the Speaker had no right 
to vote, and the gentleman from Kentucky had no 
right to vote. ‘ 

Mr. GILMER said that the question was, 
whether the Speaker had a right to announce that 
the vote was decided in the affirmative, as stated 
by the gentleman from Pennsylvania. The Speak- 
er was bound to announce the vote of the Houte, 
and then to give his vote, ; 

Mr. EVERETT rose to a question of order; but 
there were so many claiming to be heard at the 
time, that the reporter could not hear what it was. 

Order being restored- 

Mr. GILMER read the rule, (given above,) and 
contended that the Speaker had no right to an- 

enounce the decision of the question till afier he 
bad announced the vote of the House, and given 
bis own vote. 

The SPEAKER repeated his decision, that Mr, 
Anprews had a right to vote, and that gentleman’s 
name being calied, he voted ay. 

Mr, STANLY then desired his name to be ‘call- 
ed; which was done, and he also voted ay. 

The SPEAKER then announced the vote on en- 
grossment to be yeas 105, nays 102, as follows: 

YEAS-—Messrs. Allen, Landaf W. Andrews, Sherlock J. 
Andrews, Appleton, Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Barton, 
Beeson, Bidlack, Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, Borden, Briggs, 
Brockway, Charles Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, Cal- 
houn, Childs, Chittenden, John C. Clark, James Caoper, 
Cowen, Cranston, Cushing, G; Davis, Richard D. Davis, 
Jno. Edwaris, Everett, Ferris, Fessenden, Fillmore, Gerry, 
Giddings, Patrick G. Goode, Gordon, Granger, Gustine, Hall, 
Halsted, Houck, Howard, Hudson, Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, 
Joseph R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, William W., Irwin, Keim, 
John P. Kennedy, Robert McClellan, McKennan, Thomas F. 
Marshall, Samson Mason, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, 
Moore, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Newhard, Osborne, Par- 
menter, Pearce, Plumer, Pope, Powel), Proffit, Ramsey, Ben- 
jamin Randall, Alexander Randall, Randolph, Read, Ridgway, 
Ri ps, Roduey, William Russell, James M. Russell, Salton- 
moll, Sanford, Slade, Fruman Smith, Sollers, Stanly, Stratton, 
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Jobn'T. Stuart, Taliaferro, Richard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, 
Toland, "Tomlinson, ‘Trumbull, Van Buren, Van Renseelaer, 
Wallace, Ward, Edward D. White, Thomas W. Williams, 
Joseph L. Williams, Yorke, and Augustus Young—105. 
NAYS—Messre. Adams, Arnold, Arrington, Atherton, Black, 
Botts, Boyd, A.V. Brown, Milton Brown, Burke, William O. But- 
ler, Green W.-Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, John Campbell, 
William B. Campbell; Thomas. J. Campbell, Caruthers, Cary, 
Casey, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Colquitt, Mark A. Couper, 
Cravens, Cross, Daniel, Dawson, Dean, Deberry, Doan, Doig, 
John €. Edwards, Egbert, John G. Floyd, A. L. Foster, Thom- 
as F, Foster, Gamble, Gentry, Gilmer, Goggin, William 0. 
Goode, Graham, Green, Gwin, Habersham, Harris, Hastings, 
Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, Hunter, John 
W. Jones, Andrew Kennedy, King, Lane, Lewis, Lion, Little- 
field, Abraham McClellan, McKay, McKeon, Mallory, John T. 
Mason, Mathiot, Mathews, Miller, Mitchell, Owsley, Payne, 
Rayner, Reding, Reynolds, Rhett, Rogers, Roosevelt, Saun ers, 
Shaw, Shepperd, Shields, William Smith, Sprigg, Steenrod, 
Summers, Sumter, John B. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, 
Triplett, Turney, Underwood, Warren, Washington, Watter- 
son, Weller, James W. Williams, Christopher Hi. Williams, 
Wise; and Wood—102. 4 
The question then coming up on the passage of 


the bill— - 

Mr. McKENNAN demanded the previous ques- 
tion, under the operation of which the bill was pass- 
ed—yeas 108, nays 103, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs, Allen, Landaf W. Andrews, Sherlock J. 
Andrews, Appleton, Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Bar- 
ton, Beeson, Bidlack, Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, Borden, 
Briggs, Brockway, Charles Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, 
Calhoun, Childs, Chittenden, John C, Clark, James Cooper, 
Cowea, Cranston, Cushing, Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, 
John Edwards, Everett, Ferris, Fessenden, Fillmore, Gerry, 
Giddings, Patrick G. Goode, Gordon, Granger, Gustine, Hell, 
Halsted, Houck, Uoward, udson, Hunt, Charles J. Ingerscil, 
Joseph R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, William W., Irwin, Keim, 
John P. Kennedy, Robert McClellan, McKennan, Thomas F, 
Marshall, Samson Mason, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Moore, 
Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Newhard, Osborne, Parmenter, 
Pearce, Plumer, Pope, Powell, Proffit, Ramsay; Benjaniin 
Randall, Alexander Randall, Randoiph, Read, Ridgway, Riggs, 
Redney, William Russell, James M. Russell, Saltonstall, San- 
ford, Slade, Truman Smith, Sollers, Stratton, John T. Stuart, 
Taliaferro, Richard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tom- 
linson, Trumbull, Van Buren, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, Ward, 
Edward D. White, Thomas W. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, 
Yorke, and Augustus Yoting=105... 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Arnold, Arripgtony-Atherton, Black, 
Botts, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, Burke, William 
O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick ©. Caldwell, John 
Campbell, William B. Campbell, Thomas J, Campbell, Ca- 
ruthers, Cary, Casey, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Coiquitt, Mark 
A. Cooper, Cravens, Cross, Daniel, Dawson, Dean, Deberry, 
Doan, Doig, John C. Edwards, Egbert, John G.Floyd, A. L. 
Foster, Thomas L, Foster, Gamble, tua Gilmer, Goggin, 
William O. Goode, Graham, Green, Gwin, Habersham, Harris, 
Hastings, Ways, Holmes, Hopkins, Houston, ITubard, Hunter, 


William Cost Johnson, Caye Johnson, John. W, Jones, Andrew. 


Kennedy, King, Lane, Lewis, Linn, Littlefield, Abraham Mc- 
Clellan, McKay, McKeon, Mallory, John Thomson Mason, 
Mathiot, Mathews, Medill, Miller, Mitchell, Owsley, Payne, 
Rayner, Reding, Reynolds. Rhett, Rogers, Roosevelt, Saun- 
ders, Shaw, Shepperd, Shields, William Smith, Sprigg, Steen- 
rod, Summers, Sumter, John B, Thompson, Jacob Thompson, 
Triplett, Turney, Underwood, Warren, Washington, Watter: 
son, Weller, James W, Williams, Christopher H. Williams, 
Wise, and Wood—103. 

So the bill was passed. 

Mr. McKENNAN moved a reconsideration of 
the vote just taken—rejected without a count. 

Mr. RANDOLPH moved to amend the title by 
striking itout, and inserting “a bill to provide reve- 
nue from imports, and to change and modify ex- 
isting laws imposing duties on imports.” 

Mr. ROOSEVELT moved to amend the mo- 
tion, by adding the words “and to protect domes- 
tic manufactures,” 

Mr. STANLY hoped the amendment would be 
adopted, and moved the previous question; under 
the operation of which the amendment of Mr. 
RoosEvELT was rejected—-yeas 74, nays 105, as 
follows: - 


YEAS-—Messrs. Adams, Arnold, Arrington, 
Atherton, Ayerigg, Babcock, Barton, Black, Botts, 
Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Burke, William O. Butler, 
P. C. Caldwell, J. Campbell, W. B. Campbell, 
Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Colquitt, M. A. Cooper, 
Cravens, Cross, Daniel, G. Davis, R. D. Davis, 
Dawson, Egbert, A. L. Foster, T. F. Foster,Gam- 
ble, Gentry, Green, Gwin, Habersham, Harris, 
Holmes, Hopkins, Houston, C Johnson, King, 
Lewis, Littlefield, A. McCiellan, McKay, MeKe- 
on, Mallory, J. T. Mason, Maxwell, Maynard, 
Mitchell, Payne, Rayner, Reding, Rhett, Rodney, 
Rogers, Roosevelt, J. M. Russell, Saunders, Shaw, 
Shields, W. Smith, Sprigg, Slanly, Steenrod, Sum- 
ter, J. Thompson, Triplett, Turney, Underwood, 
Warren, Watterson, Weller, Wise, and Wcood— 
74. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, L. W. Andrews, S. J. 
Andrews, Appleton, Baker, Barnard, Beeson, Bid- 
lack, Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, Borden, Briggs, 
Brockway, Milton Brown, Charles Brown, Bur- 


nell, Calhoun, T. J. Campbell, Caruthers, Casey, 
Childs, Chittenden, J. C. Clark, Cowen, Cranston, 
Cushing, Deberry, J. Edwards, Everett, Ferris, . 
Fessenden, Fillmore, J. G. Floyd, Gerry, Giddings, . 

Goggin, P. Q. Goode, Gordon, Granger, Gustine, 

Hall, Halsted, Houck, Howard, Hudson, Hunt, . 
C. J..Ingersoll, J. R. Ingersoll, J. Irvin, W. W. 

Irwin, Keim, J. P. Kennedy, Linn, R. McClellan, 

McKennan, T. F. Marshal), S. Mason, Mathiot, 

Mattocks, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Morrew, 

Newhard, Osborne, Owsley, Parmenter, Pearce, ° 
Plumer, Pope, Powell, Ramsey, B. Randall, A.. 
Randall, Randolph, Read, Ridgway, Riggs, Wm. 

Russell, Saltonstall, Sanford, Shepperd, Slade, 

Truman Smith, Stratton, John TF. Stuart, 

Summers, Taliaferro, J. B. Thompson, Titling- 

hast, Toland, Tomlinson, Trumbull, Van Buren, 

Van Rensselaer, Wallace, Ward, Washington, 

E. D. White, T. W. Williams, ©. H. Williams, 

J. L. Williams, Yorke, and A. Young-—105. 


The question recurring on Mr. RanpoLrt’s mo- 
tion, it was carried without a division. 

On motion by Mr. FILLMORE, 

The House adjourned. 

{Correcrion.—In the brief notice taken of the 
proceedings of the House on Saturday last, we 
substituted the name of Mr. Sxyper for that of 
Mr. Cross. The amendment of the Senate, No. 
25, in relation to the salary of the Surveyor Gen- 
eral of Arkansas, and the Surveyor General of 
Wisconsin and Iowa, being under consideration, 
Mr. Gross said he hoped it would prevail. That 
in the case of the Surveyor General of Arkansas, 
two thousand dollars had been uniformly appropri- 
ated as the salary of that officer, ever since the ad- 
mission of the State into the Union; and to reduce 
it now, would not only be a departure from usage, 
but do great injustice to the incumbent. The office 
was located at the seat of Government, (Little 
Rock,) where house-rent and the cost of provis- 
ions were as high as in this city. It was an im- 
portant and highly responsible office; and the pres- 
ent Surveyor General was a worthy, competent, 
and efficient officer. Fifteen hundred dollars 
would not enable the Government to retain the 
services of such men in a Southern climate, where 
the expenses of living were so high, and the Jabor 
and responsibility so great. He hoped the recom- 
mendation of concurrence would not be sustained. 

The hour of 3 o’clock having arrived, Mr. C. 
appealed to the committee to allow him to explain 
the item making an appropriation for the payment 
of arrearages due in consequence of the treaty held 
in 1835 with the Camanche and other wild tribes 
of Indians at Camp Holmes, but without success.] 


IN SENATE. 
Tusspay, August 23, 1842. 

The reading of the journal was dispensed with. 

Mr. CHOATE presented a memorial from 
Thomas Baldwin and five hundred citizens of Bos- 
ton,'praying Congress to pass, atthe present session, 
a revenue bill—either the one vetoed, striking out 
the distribution clause, or some similar tariff for 
revenue. 

Mr. C. begged leave to say that the communi- 
cation accompanying the petition states that, so far 
as known, not one of the petitioners approved of 
ihe exercise of the veto. Ordered to lie on the ta- 
ble. 

On motion of Mr. BATES, the Committee on 
Pensions was discharged from the further consider- 
ation of the several petitions of pension agents, 
praying compensation for services heretofore ren- 
dered. Mr. B. stated that a bill had been reported 
from that committee, and passed, to pay for ser- 
vices of pension agents in future. 

On motion of Mr. B., the same committee was 
discharged from the petitions of Daniel Hay and 
Wm. E. Woodruff. 

Mr. B also, from the Committee on Pensions, 
made an adverse report on the petition of certain 
citizens of Maine, praying for an increase of the 
pension allowed William Churchill; which was 
ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 

Mr. B. also, from the same committee, reported 
adversely upon tbe bill from the House to restore 
certain invalid pensioners tu the pension rall, and 


to give cértain additional powers to the “Secretary 


of War to reimburse balances due ‘to ‘pensioners; 
and moved ‘its indefinite ‘postponément. 
- question: was put, and the motion was agreed to. 
‘ Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, moved that that committee be dis- 
charged from: the further consideration of the me- 
morial of John A. Dickerson, praying certain ex- 
tra compensation; which motion was agreed to. - 

Mr. TAPPAN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported baek without amendment, 
aud with a recommendation that-it do pass, the bill 
from the House atthorizing a patent to be issued 
to Joseph Campan for a certain tract of land, in 
the State of Michigan. 

The bill from the House entitled An act for the 
reliéf of Nathan Smith and others, was taken up, 
as in’committee of the whole, and advocated by 
Mr. HUNTINGTON, and opposed by Mr. KING; 
and, there being no proposition to amend it, was re- 
ported to the Senate, read the third time, and pass- 
ed. 

Mr. GRAHAM, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported back, without amendment, the bill from 
the ‘House: for the relief of John King. Mr. G. 
said that the bill was the same in principle as the 
one which passed on yesterday, for the relief 
cf Tongue, Scrivener, and others, and he hoped it 
would be disposed of forthwith. The bill was 
then considered, as in committee of the whole, re- 
ported to.the Senate, and finally passed. 

The bill from the House directing warrants to 
issue for bounty land due on account of th> ser- 
vices of Major General Duportail, Brigadier Gen- 
eral Armand, and Major de la Combe, was taken 
up, as in committee of the whole; and 

Mr. BENTON madea few remarks, showing that 
the bill had been dra wn with reference to fraud; thatit 
had been prepared with a view to benefit a certain 
agent, an officer of the other House of Congress, 
and not for the benefit of the officers named in the 
bill, or their legal heirs. If it was true that an offi- 
cer of the other House was to be the bene- 
ficiary under this bill, and had travelled some 
thousand miles to get facts to establish the'claim, 
it was unparliamentary for that officer to engage 
in the getting up such claims, which his position 
as.an cfficer migat afford facility for doing. If the 
bill was for the benefit ol such agent, they should 
so amend it as to guard the rights of those for 
whose benefit it professed to be. It was due, not 
only to the justice of the case, but to the honor of 
the Governmen!, that the rights and interests of 
those officers should be guarded, and not the agent 
who got up the claim. : 

Mr. BUCHANAN said a general law had been 
passed, under which this claim could be setiled. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana coircided in that opin- 
ion. 

Mr. BUCHANAN moved that the bill be in- 
definitely postponed. 

And the question being put, the motion was 
agreed to. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Pensions, 
reported back, without amendment, and with a rec- 
ommendation that it do pass, the bħl from the 
House for the relief of Wiiliam Willis of Vir- 

inia. 
s The bill for the relief of Anselm Bailey was 
taken up, as in committee of the whole. It was 
opposed by Messrs. CALHOUN and BATES, and 
advocated by Mr. SEVIER. It was then reported 
to the Senate, and read the third time; and the 
question being “Shall the bill pass?” 

Mr. BATES demanded the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered; and the question being put, the bill 
was rejected—yeas }1, nays 18. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the bill for the re- 
lief of Joseph Bryan, Harrison Young, aud Ben- 
jamin Young, was considered, as in committee of 
the whole, and finally parsed. i 


THE MANDAMUS TO THE STATES. \ 
Mr. CRITTENDEN moved to take up thet 


i 


House bill No. 210, entitled an act to regulate the 
taking of testimony in cases of contested election, 
and for other purposes. . 

Mr. WALKER said he felt it kis duty to oppose 
the taking up of this bill; and, if i were taken up, 
be believed, unless the session were very much 


The © 


‘protracted; it would defeat all-action on other bills 
of pressing nécessity. : : 

Mr. W. said, if his own State chose to elect now, as 
it always heretofore has done, by general ticket, this 
was a bill to disfranchise that State; to expel her 
members chosén by her people from the next Con- 
gress, and to deprive them even of a hearing in de 
fence of their right to participate in the organization 
of the House. This, then, is a bill of oullawry—a 
bill to oudaw several States of the Union—a bill to 
drive them out of the Union by depriving them of 
representation in the Congress of the United States. 
Elections by general ticket, in some Slates, have 
already taken piace; and others, we know, will 
follow. This bill, then, is to disfranehise those 
States, and to introduce discord and confusion 
throughout the Union. What scenes of commotion 


will take place at the opening of the next Congress, - 


if this bill pass, no one can determine. But the 
billis a flagrant violation of the Constitution in 
another particular. The Constitstion declares 
that “each House shall be the judge of ihe elections, 
returns, and qualifications ot its own members,” 
Toe language is imperative—suaLL judge; and the 
power is exclusive—each House shall judge; and 
not Congress—not the Senate—not the Presiden!— 
but each Honse shall judge. But this bill says each 
House shall not judge. Congress judges for 
them. It declares that each member shall pro- 
duce a commission certifying his election from 
a single district; and declares that “no other evi- 
dence of a return shall be received by said 
Clerk, or authorize a member to teke part in the 
organization of the House.” This bill, then, upon 
its face, prescribes a certain “return” of members 
of the House; it judges of that return in advance; 
it deprives the House of that power of judgment, 
and excludes the member—nct by the House or its 
judgment, but by the judgment of Congress and of 
the President. Congress judges, and judges in ad- 
vance, and imperatively, upon the sufficiency of the 
return of a member of the next House. This isa 
flagrant violation of the Constitution, and an open 
usurpation, by the Senate and the President, of a 
power confided exclusively to the House ‘by the 
Coastitution. If this law be constitutional, it must 
bind the next and every succeeding House in all 
time to come. In vain may the next or any suc- 
ceeding House desire to exercise its own jedgment 
as to the returas of itsown members. But this 
Jaw intervenes; the Senate and President have in- 
terposed and deprived the House forever cf its 
right to judge of the returns of its own members, 
Thus is the Constifution attempted to be changed 
and subverted by this law; and yet, if the next 
House, in exercising its own judgment, admits 
members not having the returns prescribed by this 
act, who can say that the members are not duly 
admitted, and by a tribunal that is the sole judge 
of the returns of its own members? You under- 
take to organize the House. What right has the 
Senate to organize the House of the people, and 
deprive that House of the power to organize itself, 
and “‘judge of the elections, returns, and qualifica- 
tions of its own members.” ‘The bill also violates 
the great common law rule of evidence, by pre- 
scribing mere hearsay and “general reputation” as 
the rule; and that, too, as regards “the political 
character and preferences” of the voter, and thus 
sets him down as having voted for or against a par- 
ticular candidate; and, by such gossip (miscalled 
evidence) deprives a representative of the people of 
his seat, and the people cf a Representative. The 
billis also ancoustitutional in this: that it “requires” 
—commands State courts, and State justices of the 
peace, to exercise a part of the civil and criminal 
jurisdiction of the United States. This, the Su- 
preme Courts of the United States and of the sev- 
eral States bave decided to be unconstitutional; 
and ihis, aiso, is the op:mion of Chancellor Keni,(1 
Kent,°374.) This bill gives civil and criminal ju- 
ridiction to State justices, and authorizes them to 
fige and imprison, and requires them io perform 
ig duty. Mr. W. coneinded by demanding the 
yeas and nays, which were ordered. 
€ Mr. CRITTENDEN observed that he would 
not enter into a reply to the objections of the hon- 
orabie Senator, at this immature slage of the pro- 
ceedings. 


d - of Connecticut, 


_ ‘The yeas aud nays: were then ‘taken, and the 
question was earried in the affirmative, as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choate,, 
Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Grás 
ham, Huntington, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelpa;- 
Porter, Preston, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Tallmadge,. 
White, and Woodbridge—25. in 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan; Calhoun, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, Henderson, King, Linn, Rives, Sevier, Smith - 
Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Wood- 
bury, Wright, and Young—20., SR a 
So the orders of the day were postponed, and 
the bill was taken up, as in committee of. the 
whole; and, at the request of Messrs. BUCHANAN 
and WRIGHT, it was read through by the Secre- 
tary of the Senate. . : 
Mr. CRITTENDEN observed that the reading 
of this bill bad relieved him from much of the 
labor which would otherwise have been imposed. 
upon him, in stating the objects which it bad in 
view. eo 
The first two sections related to the manner of 
certifying the election of Representatives, in con- 
formity with an existing law lately passed, pre- 
scribing the mode and manner of elections. The 
residue of toe bill related to the evidence to be ad- 
duced in cases of contested elections. i 
Tae first part of tke bill was to prescribe tke: evi» 
dence to be admitted as authentic, by the Clerk of 
the House of Representatives, on members pre- 
senting themselves fur seats iu that House. Mr. 
C. stated; atsome length, his views in. relation. io, 
the necessity of this measure. ; . : 
The last section was to adjust a much-contested 
point, as to the rights of the parties cohtesting an. 
election to pay and expenses, ‘This he explained 
H by readiag the 27th section of the bill, and com- 
menting on its several provisions. He argued that 
this act was rendered imperatively necessary in 
consequence of the law regulaiing elections by sin- 
gle districts. lf tbere was anything blamable, it 
was to be sought in that law, notin this. He was 
told gentlemen intended to ecn’est this bill, and to 
denounce it as an ouilawry of the States. -If it 
pleased gentlemen to indulge themselves in hyper- 
bolical denunciations, they were welcome to it, for, 
him. Mere epithets and abuse could hardly be re» 
peated more than thirty or forty times; he was 
therefore in hopes the session would not, by this 
bill, be se protracted as gentlemen had menaced. 
If there is a majority for the bill, notwithstanding 
these menaces, he hoped the Senate would pro- 
ceed with it, and persevere till it was consum- 
mated. Noone would object less. than he to such. 
discussion as may be necessary for a proper- un- 
derstanding of the matter; but, beyond that, he 
hoped no time would, at this laie day of the ses- 
sion, be unnecessarily consumed. : i 


Mr. WALKER said he would consume no 
more time than was necessary to defend the rights. 
of the people of the State ef Mississippi; and, so 
far as he was authorized, the rights of the people 
of ihe whole Union. It was certain that unless 
Mississippi made herself heard now, she would 
have no opportunity of being heard in case this 
bill became a law. Tbe members whom she might 
send to represent her in the House of Representa- 
tives in Congress, would be permitted to take. no 
part in the organization of the House. This. was 
the time when the question must. be-decided, 
whether she should have a voice in the legislation 
of the United States or not. The first objection 
thal hé made to the bill, was, that it was a- violation 
of the Constitution, which assigned to each House 
of Congress the exclusive right to judge of, and de- 
termine upon, the qualification, election, and return 
of their own members. Congress was not, and 
could not be the proper judge of the return and 
qualification of members of the House of Repre- 
sentatives. The Senate had no tight to prescribe 
to the House on what terms they should permit 
their members to take their seats in that House. 
The constitutionality of this law, and the power of 
Congress to pass it, would be tested by this consid- 
eration:—Suppese the members from a State 
which elects by general ticket, should present 
| themselves, and produce their reterns, daly certi- 
fied by the Governor of the State, under the broad 
seal of the State: the House to which they are 
chosen must becessarily be the judge of their re- 
jj turns; because the Constitution specifically declares 
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that it shall be the sole and exclusive jadge. And 
What do you propose by this bill? You propose to 
Yeject them under certain circumstances. Is not 
this, in effect, to outlaw them? The term is an ex- 
pressive term; and it is directly applicable. It is 
an outlawry, not merely of the members elect, but 
of the people who elected them. It is a clear and 
flagrant violation of the Constitution, If the States 
must. be disfranchised, (a matter surely “which 
the Senate ought to deplore.) when the calam- 
ity comes, let ‘it not be inflicted by the Senate. 
If the members of a State are to be expelled from 
the 28:h Congress, let not the edict of expulsion 
come from the Senate; and, above all, in advance. 
If the catastrophe must take place, let the disfran. 
chisement be inflicted by that tribunal to which the 
Constitution has given exclusive jurisdiction in the 
matter—ihe House itself. And suppose the House 
choose to admit the members elected: what will 
your law be worth? Can you expel them? will 
your law drive them out? will it disorganize the 
House of Representatives? It will have no effect 
or operation whatever. It will be a nullity, and 
therefore unconstitutional; because every constitu- 
tional law can be enforced, This will be a mere 
brutum fulmea—of no more value than so much 
blank paper. But there were oiher matters con- 
nected with this bill, which rendered it highly in. 
expedient and improper. [Mr. Waxxer here read 
and commented upon that portion of the bill in 
relation to the testimony.] Mere hearsay evi- 
dence—an inquiry into the political character and 
Opinions of the voler—general and vague impres- 
sions as to his political opinions, were to be taken 
as evidence whether he voted for or against a par- 
ticular candidate. Was not this a violation of the 
great fundamental principles of the common law? 
Ät was a settled rale of evidence in every court, that 
mere hearsay evidence cannot be received as testi- 
mony. 

It was perfectly well known that, in some of the 
Btates, (two at the least,) the elections had already 
taken place, and they had had evidence that Geor- 
gia would not obey the law; and still later, two 
among the largest States in the Union had attempt- 
ed to carry into. effect its provisions, and failed. 
The Legislature of Pennsylvania had, after a great 
effort, agreed ùþon a law, but the Governor of the 
Siate refused it his sanciion; and therefore the 
congressional elections were put over for a year. 
Next came Ohio. And how did the maiter stand 
there? When the majority were likely to agree 
upon a law in conformity with the mandate 
of Congress, the minority resigned their seats, 
and dissolved the Legislature; so that no con- 
Stessional elections could be held in conformity 
with the recent enactment of Congress. The 
Legislature of his own State, he perceived from 
the public papers, were now debating the question 
whether they would conform to the law. And in 
this state of things, and within, as he had hoped, a 
very few days of the close of this, the longest ses- 
sion of Congress, he believed, that bad ever been 
held, they were called upon to do—what? to pass 
another law to attempt to enforce upon the States 
of this Union what they believed to be an uncon- 
Stitutional principle, declaring what should be a 
competent return of members elected to the House 
of Representatives. 

The bill'was a violation of the Constitution in 
another particular. It not merely authorized, but 
it required and compelled ceriain officers under the 
State Governments to perform certain duties, as if 
they were officers amenable to the power of the 
Federal Legislature. Upon this point, the supreme 
Courts of the States, where the question had arisen, 
had decided (and the decision had been affirmed 
by the Supreme Court of the United States) that 
State officers—and particularly justices of the 
peace—could not be compelled to perform any act 
in obedience to the mandate of the Federal au- 
thorities. He denied that Congress had any right, 
under the Constitution, to vest in justices of the 
peace, as this bill attempted to do, the power to Sine 
and imprison. 

He would not at this time—inasmuch as he did 
not speak for the purpose of consuming time, but 
to state the objections which he sincerely enter- 
tained to the bill—pursue the debate farther, until 
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he heard some plausible ground assigned for the 


passage of such a bill—a bill which he must be 
permitted to say was obnoxious in all its features, 
and clearly unconstitutional. f 


Mr. ALLEN moved to strike out that part of 
the bill, beginning at the word “That,” in the sec- 
ond line of the first section, and ending at the word 


“Blouse,” in the second section, as follows: 


“That it shall be the duty of the officer or board authorized by 
the laws of the several States to make the final canvass and as- 
certain or determine who are elected members of the House of 
Representatives of the Congress of the United States, or to 
commission such persons, or proclaim such results forthwith 
after the result shall have been known, to transmit a duly au- 
thenticated copy of such determination, commission, or procla- 

Clerk of the House of Representatives; which 
determination, commission, or proclamation, shall (if the State 
is entitled to more than one Representative) designate the par- 
ticular district for which said Representative is elected; from 
which, at the commencement of the first session of every Con- 
gress, It shall be the duty of the Clerk of the preceding House, 
or, in case of his death or inability to act, then the chief clerk 
in his office, to prepare a list of the members elect for the ore 
ganization of such House: Provided, He shall place the name 
of no person on said list who does not appear to have been 
elected a Representative for some single district, in pursuance 
of the act entitled ‘An act for the apportionment of Representa- 
tives among the several States, according tothe sixth census,’ 


mation, to the 


approved June 25th, 1842. 


“Second. That if such officer or board shall neglect to perform 
the duty required of them by the preceding section, it shall be 
the duty of such Clerk to receive, in lieu thereof, such determi- 
nation, commission, or proclamation, or a duly authenticated 
copy of the same, from the member elect, and toprepare his 
list accordingly; bu: no other evidence of a return shall be re- 
ceived by said Clerk, or authorize a member to take part in the 


organization of the House.” 
And to insert the following amendment. 


“That the seeond section of the act entitled ‘An act for the 
apportionment of Representatives among the several States, ac- 


cording to the sixth Census,’ be, andthe same is hereby, re 
pealed,” | 


Mr. ALLEN observed that that section had un- 


.dergone very full and elaborate discussion when 
the apportionment bill was before the Senate; and 
propcsed, bui they 
because they were 


various amendments had been 
were all voted down—not 
deemed unnecessary, but because, if again placed 


in the power of the House, it was feared, by the 
majority here, that it would not remain a part of 
the bill. Public feeling, as far as it had been mani- 
fested upon the subject, was decidedly hostile to that 
That section had given rise to 
the necessity for this act, and Senators were still 
unwilling that it should be repealed, They were 
about to throw a firebrand of discord and dissen. 
sion into the House of Representatives at the com- 
mencement of the next Congress. They were about 
to prevent the organization of the House; and they 
were about to do this, knowing that the majority 
in that House, at this moment, was far from being 
such as represenied the feelings of the people of this 
He called upon Congress to pause in its 
He moved the repeal of that 
section, because, first, he believed it was unconsti- 
tational; and, in the next place, because its exist- 


section of the bill. 


Union. 
revolutionary career. 


ence would lead to consequences which they would 
all have reason to deplore. 

Mr. WOODBURY said he would not, at this 
late day, have obtruded himself a moment on the 
indulgence of the Senate, had not the State which 
he, in part, represented, spoken most strongly on 
this subject Its Legislature had, with great de- 
liberation, pronounced the clause in the apportion- 


ment bill, directing the States to make single dis- 


tricts, both inexpedient and unconstitulional. In 


that, he had been fortified as to similar views; ex- 
pressed on the same point, ona former occasion. 
He regretted that a prominent object in the bill 
now before us is to enforce that unwarrantable 
to carry 
into effecta mandate issued to a sovereign State, 
to issue, and to do it 
by di:franchising not only the State, but its people, 
if they have the firmness and independence to pro- 
Had the clause in the ap- 
portionment bill been only advisory, and been ‘so 


clause. It is, therefore, void. It seeks 


which you are unauthorized 


tect their own rights. 


treated by Congress, the present measure should 
not be resorted to, But this measure treats it as 
an order—a dictation ; and now tries to impose 
Penaities on State disobedience. Ia this way the 
Siates are to be considered as our Servants, and we 
their masters. 

I concede that Congress had power to make dis. 
tricts itself, if the States neglected their duty, and 
the elective franchise of the people were likely to be 
lost. But no such cause existed for its interfer- 


ence. And if there had, Congress should have 
finished its own business—carried out its own dis- 
tricting—and not have dictated to the States, that the 
latter should obey or perform what belonged to the 
former to do, in fear of pains and penalties under 
any omission., In that case, we should have wit- 
nessed no such outrages as have recenily occurred 
among the friends of that law in Ohio, in attempt- 
ing to defeat a districtir g under it. 

Another palpable violation of the Constitution 
in this measure, arises from its breach of the pro- 
vision in the 5th section, that “each House shall be 
the judge of the elections, returns, and qualifications of 
us own members” Yet, by the first portion of the 
present bill, you are unwilling, and you refuse to 
leave the House of Representatives to judge of the 
elections and returns of its own members. Oa the 
contrary, you yourselves, in conjunction, under- 
take to judge for them. You invoke the President, 
alse, to unite with you in judging for them. 

Grant, then, that, after an organization, and 
after one or two sessions have nearly expired, the 
House may be allowed to admit the proper per- 
sons to their seats; yet you hereby direct for them 
who shall be admitted in the first instance, and in 
the choice of Speaker, and all officers, and in making 
rules; as wellas, afterwards, in half the legislation of 
the whole Congress. On one occasion lately, I believe, 
the right of election of members was not seitled til] 
far into the second session, What power have you 
to order_a defunct Clerk whom he shall permit to 
vote? What right to say he shall admit any mem. 
bers, when the Constitution provides that the mem- 
bers shall settle the question for themselves. 
Why does not the bill provide whom our 
Secretary shall place on the roll of Senators? 
There is the same reason for it on account of cen- 
venience. Some States elect Senators by joint bal«. 
lot of their two Houses, and some by separate bal- 
lot. Why not, then, interfere with this House and 
its members, and provide that no persons shall be 
registered, who do not present certificates showing 
that they were elevted on joint ballot? No, sir; 
either provision, ordering the Clerk of either 
House to regulate the admission of members in 
either House, and made by one Congress fora 
guide to another and subsequent Congress, is a dan- 
gerous encroachment; and must and will be resisted 
by future members as a usurpation. 

Without dwelling longer upon constitutional ob- 
jections, (which are more humerous, and very com- 
plicated,) remember that there is likewise a great 
question of expediency standing in opposition to 
this alarming innovation. It involves serious con- 
siderations of Sta‘e pride as well as State. rights. 
It is momentous in a crisis of the country Hke this, 
The States embarrassed; internal dissentions vio» 
lent; our own councils here at the heart divided 
aad distcacted—is this a moment to excite new col- 
lisions, and seek to dragoon sovereign States into 
unconstitutional measures? Or is it not rather an 
imperative duty, in such an exigency, to avoid 
doubtful stretches of power; conciliate the offended; 
promote harmony; and secure, if possible, frater- 
nal fcelings among all the members of the Union? 


Mr. WRIGHT, in answer to his inquiry to that 
effect, having been informed that the yeas and 
nays had been called for and ordered on Mr. AL- 
LEN’s motion to amend the bill by a provision to 
repeal the second section of the apportionment bill, 
observed that he did not rise with the hope that 
any argument would avail to arrest the progress 
of this bill, in the face of an obvious determination 
to pass it in spite of all argument and remonstrance, 

He had expressed his views somewhat at large 
on the subject of coercing the several States of this 
Union when the apportionment bill was under dis- 
cussion. But circumstances had since transpired, 
which strengthened his opinions, and went far to 
verify the predictions he then made. He alinded 
to the recent action of several States in reference to 
the apportionment act. He bad undertaken to say, 
when that act was on its passage, that it would not, 
and could not, control the States in their elections 
of Representatives. For this declaration he was, 
at the time, designated a nullifier. If his opinions 
on thatsubject entitled bim to the appellation, sev- 
eral of the States had since declared themselves 
of the same opinion. They had virtually annulled 
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that act; and so they would this, if it shoult be- 
` come a law. i 

The gentlemen opposite seem. to, dread exceed- 
ingly the encroachments. of Executive power; yet 
what would be the utimate effect of piacing this 
law, in conjunction with the apportionment act, on 
the statute book? Would it not be to place it per- 

- manently there, even though a large majority of 
the States and the people Should find, by its opera- 
tion, that it was most odious and injurious; for it 
would be entirely at the discretion of the Exeeu- 
tive to admit of its repeal? His refusal to concur 
in its repeal, would throw it back upon Congress 
for a vote of two thirds; but that would be hope- 
less, and`thus the Executive would have the entire 
control of the organization of the House of Rep- 
resenlatives. To this consummation gentlemen 
are hurrying, notwithstanding their present hatred 
and fears of Executive power. 

Mr. W. scanned the several provisions of the 
bill, pointing out the unpreceden:ed innovations 
on the rights of the States, and the principles. of 
representation which they involved. He pointed 
to the extraordinary stretch of power assumed in 
relation to fines and imprisonment, for offences 
against this law—such as those of the $500 fine 
and six months’ imprisonment under the 6h see- 
tion; and the #50 fine and thirty days? imprison- 
ment, under the 13th section, at the discretion of 
any justice or State officer—a power hitherto un- 
known in this country. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN explained that, in the latter 
case, the fing authorized would be only 50, and 
the imprisonment thirty days—aot six months, as 
supposed by the Senator from New York. 


Mr. BAGBY pointed out the unconstitutional 
provisions of the apportionment act, and the double 
iniquity of this bill, in its imperative attempt. to 
enforce a direct violation of the Constitution, 
This was an arbitrary atiempt to rob sovereign 
States of their representatioù altogether. The 
States of Missouri, Georgia, and Mississippi might 
give every vote of their qualified voters for Repre- 
sentatives, the unanimous choice of each State; yet 
those Representatives were to be deprived of their 
seats, because they were the choice of whole States, 
instead of single distriets. : 

MEB: brought into a condensed review his ar- 
guments against the apportionment bill, and ap- 
plied them with renewed effect zgainst the bill un- 
der discussion. 

Mr. CUTHBERT said he thought a single coup 
@eil at the empty seats would show at whata bappy 
moment this bill had been introduced. Halfa 
dozen Senatcrs on either side were all that were 
present. Where was the chairman of the commit- 
tee who reported the bili? Where was the Sena- 
tor from Mississippi, whose State was about to be 
disfranchised? Where was the Senator from 
Georgia [his colleague?] Was this a time to press 
forward an important bill, involving the rights of 
the people of the whole Union? Shame! shame !! 

No man was more alive to every feeling of pro. 
priety, in bis private,character, than the Senator 
from Kentucky; yet that Senator had not scrupled, 
at such a time, and under such circumstances as 
were pressing around them, to introduce a mezas- 
ure which, he must be well assured by refer- 
ence to the past, was calculated to produce strife 
and animosity, agitation and conflicts. Shame! 
shame! Was such a course of legislation to be 
endured? Wasall regard to propriety, all love of 
country, to be banished? It was this sort of legis- 
lation which had almost disorganized the other 
branch of the Legislature. Congress, by this bill, 
attempts to decide the question of the legality of the 
qualification, election, and return of members to 
the House of Representatives; not for one session, 
but for all coming time. The bill provides that 
the decision of an officer of that House should be 
definitive, and yet. provides no punishment in case 
of dereliction of duty. i oe 
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What (said Mr. C ) isthe trne character of the 
“bi? Iris a bil to provide that a cerain party 
shall, under all circumstances, have the “sway. in 
the other House of Congress, even though they 
should not have a majority in that House. TE this 
be not so, let me be contradicted. Iam not con- 
tradicted; therefore it isso, The bill provides that 
two States of this Union, whose political féeling 
and political .complexisn are well ascertained, 
whose determination is well known, shall not be 
represenied in the next Congress. You restrain, 
by your law, the House from organizing itself, 
except in the manner you prescribe; and the effect 
will be, to ferce compliance with your law, which 
they consider unjust and oppressive, or else to 
cause them to treat your Jaw with scorn and con- 
tempt. Is this the iron and inexorable rule which 
the Senate is prepared to adop? Hew will it 
operate upon proud American hearts? They will, 
be assured, if you trample upon them, rise in their 
majesty and their might, and throw you off. Appeal 
to your own hearts, and ask, what rust be the ef- 
fect of such legislation? Restrain your impetu- 
osity; proceed calmly, deliberately, and wisely; and 
Secure to yourselves, instead of the reproaches of 
an injured country, the blessings and the commend- 
ations of the whole community. 

The question was then taken on Mr. ALLEN’s 
amendment, and resulted in the negative—yeas 20, 
nays 25, as follows: 

YEAS—Messts. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Berrien, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, Rives, Sevier, Smith 
of Connecticut, Siurgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Wood- 
bury, Wright, and Young—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choate, 
Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Da ton, Evans, Graham, 
Huntington, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Pres. 
ton, Simmona, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, White, 
and Woodbridge —25, 

Mr. BERRIEN observed that, when the appor- 
tionment biil was before the Senate, he had stated 
his views so fully, that it would be unnecessary 
now to repeat arguments he then urged in vain, to 
induce some modification of those provisions he 
considered obnoxious to the Siates, and most in- 
expedient in themselves. He had not disputed the 
power of Congress to interfere in the manner 
pointed out in the Constitution; but be had doubted, 
and still continued to doubt, exceedingly, the ex- 
pediercy of exe-cising that power. As the Senate 
was fully aware of his sentiments on the subject, 
he wouid not cceupy further time than wes neces- 
sary to move the following amendment, to come in 
at the end of the first section: 


And provided further, din substance,) That nothing in this 
section, or in the act therein referred to, shall be held to ex- 
tend to the election of any person who shall be chosen a Rep- 
resentative to the 28ih Congress in any State, in which, by the 
laws.of such State, the election for Representatives to Congress 
is required to be made by general ticket, and where the elec- 
tion has been held, or may be held, in accordance with such 
State laws. 


On this amendment he called for the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. CALHOUN raid, if he thought it would be 
of any avail, he wonld make an appeal to the Sen- 
ate to avoid this sort of legislation. If ever there 
was a time when this Government should avoid 
coming in'conflict with State Governments, it was 
the present, 

Without entering into the question whether the 
ouiginal law was a wise one, or whether this was a 
wise one, it was very well known to the Senate 
ihat, in four or five of the States, it was impossible 
to comply with them. He himself represented, in 
part, a State so situated that it was almost impos- 
sible they should adopt the law without occasioning 
internal discord. Under the cireamstances of the 
whole case, he did hope the Senate would pause, 
and not press upon the States an enactment of this 
kind, dangerous in its consequences, and, at the 
same time, of doubtful utility. 

Mr. LINN said he was very glad the Senator 
| from Georgia had introduced this amendment. It 

was but common justice to some of the weaker 
When the apportionment bill was before 


Sates: 


hy the Senate, he (Mr, L.) gave his views, as did his | 


coileagurs, (Mr. Benron,] in relation to the'great ` 
‘injustice which wonld be dove:to Missouri. It was 
then|fully shown, by. these and: other Senators, how : 
injuriously the requirements. of that-bill would act 
upon his State. © The. condition in: which that 
State found itself, was-one ‘whith’ its Legislature, 
when last in .sesston;-could not foresee, and which 
the State could-not avoid: He deprecaied the 
course pursued by the authors’of that act then, and 
he deprecated the same’ course’ now pursued by 
the same authors of this Lill. vas 

Fle could not help regretting that a new State, 
such as Missouri, at.a period of its existence which 
entitled it to protection and encouragement, should 
be placed in a position, without apy. volition of its 
own, to bring it in collision with the. Genera} Gov- 
ernment. The act of .the General. Government 
which occasioned such a.siaie cf things. was un- 
called for—no ease having occurred, since’ the 
Constitution, which gave the slighiest pretence for 
interference with the. dcmestie arrangements of 
the States for the election of their own Represen’a- 
tives. No complaints bad. been made by any 
State, that he was aware of. There was no pos 
sible occasion for officious intermeddling. in the 
matter. Ifhe understood the nature of practical 
legislation, i's fundamental principle was, to pass 
as tew laws as possible. He-believed it was the 
rule of all wise legislation, that no new law 
should’ be. passed, except to correct. some 
existing evil, or cure some defect of laws before 
passed, when the practical operation had discover- 
ed errors that needed correction. But never till 
now had the principle been assumed, that it was 
necessary to pass laws to correct contemplated. 
evils which exist only in the imagination of the: 
the law-makers, and are not admitted 10 be evils 
by those most interested. Which of the States 
wants these laws? If any, can they not make 
them for themselves? Where do the evils exist 
which they are to remedy, except in gentlemen’s' 
own imaginations? Why pass this bill at’ all? 
Why not rather, in obedience to the manifestations 
made by so many States recéntly, repeal.the ob-' 
noxious clause of the apportionment acto 

Can anything be more unjust:than the manner 
in which) Missouri is to be treated? That Siate, in 
the regular course of its legalized poliey, proceeded 
to the election of its members of Congress for the 
next Congress of the United States. The members 
thus elec ed will come to the seat of Government: 
at the appointed time, to take their seats, as insured 
to them by the Constitution. Are they te have 
the doors of the House of Representatives shut in 
their face by the Clerk of a former Congress, be- 
cause they are representatives. of a wh: le State, 
and not of its fragments?’ Are they to be ejected 
thus unceremoniously by the Clerk of the House, 
in spite of the rights cecured to them by the Consti= 
tution? "Phis, inderd, will be an exhibition of un- 
constitutional usurpation, growing out of the legis~ 
lation of this Congress, extraordinary even for our 
remarkable above all preceding Congresses for iis 
violation of constitutional rights, Well mar sovee 
reign. States date from this Congress, as from a: 
fatal epoch. It was not alone by a habeas e-rpus 
act that their sovereignty was paral; zed! now they 
are deprived of the very principle of represent- 
ation. 

Their right toa voice in the councils ef tha pa- 
tion is to be decided by the fiat of a Clerk of the 
House of Representatives. This, indeed, is piune 
ging deepiy into the bowels of the system, to destroy 
all vitality, under the pretence of reaching an ira. 
agined morbid part. Itis time for gentlemen to 
see that it is impossible for them to go cn much 
longer in this way. 

It was uo time to press a measure of such feats 
ful import and responsibility, at the heel of a nina 
months’ session, When-there was no time for de- 
liberation. “What. was. the condiuen ct Con. 
gress—of ihe couniry—of the Government, when 
ihas called apen to act in a mater which may 
convuise the whole Union in its operation? 


He hoped, before evening, gentlemen would see 
the propriety. of laying this bill on the table. If 
some motion to. that effect were not made and 
adopted before the bill came-to its third reading, he 
would feel-himsélf bound then to make it himself. 

Mr. KING remarked, that, with regard to such 
of the States. as had already heid their elections, 
this must be regarded asan ex post facto law, and 
therefore clearly unconstitutional. - Without going 
into the subject more at large at present, he would 
suggest to the opposite side, that the bill had been 
hastily taken ùp; that the Senate was not prepared 
tor (he discussion; and that, at least, it ought to be 
postponed till- there was time for due deliberation, 
and a full Senate. He would therefore. move to 
postpone the further consideration of the bill till 
to-morrow. > 


Mr. ARCHER observed that be had, on former 
occasions, resisted appeals for delay, in consequence 
of the manner in which they were made; but this, 


coming from so respectablea source, and made ina | 


manner al once so proper, respectful, and cour- 
teous, he could not resist. As it seemed to be the 
Sena‘or’s wish to obtain time for information to 
discuss the subject, he should certainly vote for his 
mo ion to postpone the bill till to-morrow. 

Mr. LINN did not, he supposed, understand the 
Senator’s expressions. Had the Senator from 
Alabama asked the other side for any favor? 

Mr. ARCHER explained, but his explanation 
was not distinctly heard. 

The farther consideration of the bill was then 

postponed till to-morrow. 
. On motion of Mr. MERRICK, House bill enti- 
tled An act for the relief of William R. Slay- 
maker. was taken up, as in committee of the whole, 
considered; reported to the Senate, and finally 
passed. i iR 

On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, the Senate 
then proceeded to tbe consideration of executive 
business; and, after some time spent therein, 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuxspay, August 23, 1842, 


Mr. STANLY asked leave to submit the fol- 
lowmg joint resolution: 

JOINT RESOLUTION authorizing experiments to be made 
for the purpose of testing Samuel Col’s submarine battery. 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 

the United Statcs of America in Congress assembled, That 
the Secretary of the Navy be, and he is hereby, instructed to ren- 
der Mr. Samuel Colt facilities to test hissubmarine battery 
to an extent, which will settle the questions whether there can, 
with ease and safety, successfully be employed a power suffi- 
cient to destoy the largest clasa ships of war, when in motion, 
passing in or out cfharbor, without the necessity of approach 
Within reach of shot from guns of the largest calibre; and wheth- 
er continued operations, afier the destruction of one or more 
vessels, can be effected without removing the means under ex- 
posure to an advancing squadron; and whether the same can 
be used for the defence of a harbor, without endangering the 
passage in or out of other than hostile vessels. 

And he it further resolved, That shouid Mr, Colt’s subma- 
rine batiery stand the above test, he is hereby authorized to pro- 
ceed, under the direction of the President and the Secretaries of 
the Navy and of War, to fortify whatever harbor may be agreed 
Upon jor that purpose, provided he will undertake the same at 
a cost not exceeding the mean cost of the United States steam- 
ships Missouri and Mississippi; the necessary expenses to be 
paid out of any money in the treasury, not otherwise appro- 
priated. 

No objection having been made, the resolution 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. MALLORY moved to refer it to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs; and asked the gentleman 
from North Carolina if he would be willing to ex- 
pend six or seven hundred thousand dollars for the 
purpose of testing an experiment. 

Mr. WISE had no objection to the reference of 
the resolution to the Committee on Naval Affairs; 
but he thought it was rather hasty to pass it in the 
present form. The first part, Mr. W. believed, 
was authorized by the ordnance bill of the last seg- 
sion; which authorizes the Secretary of the Navy 
to expend a certain sum in testing experiments, 
He would remark, that there were other inventions 
for submarine explosions besides Mr. Colt’s; and 
it would be unreasonable to give his the preference, 
without giving the others an equal chance. He 
was not prepared to say which was best. At all 
events, he was opposed to the latter part of the re- 
solution, which proposed to authorize the Secretary 
pf the Navy to enter into a contract with Mr. Colt 
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-for laying down his submarine shells. He thought 


he had understood from the Secretary of the Navy 
the nature of Mr. Colt’s invention, and it was not 
necessary to lay the shells down in time of peace. 
It would be only necessary to test their value; and 
if the result proved to be satisfactory, keep them 
ready, to be laid down at the necessary points in 
time of war. iy . 

The reference was then made to the Committee 
on Naval. Affairs. ; i 

Mr. COOPER of Pa. moved to take up the bill 
for the relief of Samuel Slaymaker; which, after 
some observations from Mr. COWEN, in favor of 
taking up other private bills, was agreed to; and 
the bill was read twice, and referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

Mr. BARNARD called up the resolution, hereto- 
fore submitted by him, to take the remedial justice 
bill out of Committee of the Whole in one hour 
after it shall be considered the next time. 

Mr. ATHERTON called for the reading of the 
rule on which the resolution was founded; and it 
was read. 

Mr. SAUNDERS moved to lay the resolution on 
the table; and the yeas and nays being called for, a 
count was had to ascertain if one-fifth of the mem- 
bers present demanded them; resulting in ayes 20, 
noes 60, 

There not being a quorum voting, 

Mr. FILLMORE moved a call of the House, 
which was ordered; and the roll being called, it ap- 
peared that 153 answered to their names. 

On motion of Mr. BARNARD, further proceed- 
ings under the call were dispensed with. 

The yeas and nays were then ordered on Mr. 
Saunpers’s motion to lay the resolution on the ta- 
ble; and the vote having been taken, the motion 
was rejected—yeas 73, nays 82. f 

The resciution was then adopted—ayes 75, noes 
54. 


POST-ROAD BILL. 

On the motion of Mr. HOPKINS, the House 
went into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, and took up “A bili to establish certain 
post-roads.”” 

The committee proceeded through the items in 
relation to the post-routes in Maine, New Hamp- 
shire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Vermont, New 
York, New Jersey, and Pennsy!vania, in part. 
The committee, at 12 o'clock, rose, for want of 
a quorum; and that fact was reported to the 
House. 

Mr. HOPKINS moved a call of the House; on 
which he called for tellers, to ascertain if there was 
nota quorum present. 

Tellers were ordered; and, having taken the vote, 
announced 93 in the affirmative, and 40 in the neg. 
ative—being more than a quorum. 

The House again resolved itself into Committee 
of the Whole, and proceeded with the considera- 
tion of the bill. 

On several divisions, however, it was found dif- 
ficult to get a quorum to vote. The commit. 
tee then proceeded with the items in relation to 
Maryland, District of Columbia, Virginia, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Mis- 
sissippi, Louisiana, Tennessee, Kentucky, Ohio, 
Indiana, Illinois, Maine, Arkansas, Michigan, 
Wisconsin, Iowa, and Florida. 

At half-past 2 o’clock, on a division—there being 
but 112 in the affirmative, and 2 in the negative— 
the committee rose for the want of a quorum, and 
teported that fact to the House. 

A call of the House was then moved, and agreed 
te. The Clerk called the roll, and 117 members 
were found to be in attendance. The absentees 
were then called, and 128 were found to be pres- 
ent. The doors were then closed; but all further 
proceeding under the call were immediately dis. 
pensed with, and the House again resolved itself in 
Committee of the Whole, and proceeded with the 


ih. 

Mr. VAN BUREN offered an amendment, es- 
tablishing a route from Kingston, via Eddysville, 
to Esopus, New York. 

Also, a route from Marbleton, via Olive, to 
Shokan; which was lost. 

Pca a number of amendments had been adopt- 
Ean 


xe 


Mr. C-H. WILLIAMS moved to lay ihe- pilt 
aside, to be reported; which motion was carried, : 
Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS moved to take up ther 
bill authorizing a survey and examination to be z 

made of the harbor of Memphis, ‘Tennessee; which... 
was agreed to; and, on motion of Mr. W., the bill 
was laid aside, to be reported. a 

On motion by Mr. MOORE, the committee too 
up the bill to reimburse the State of Louisiana for.” 
certain expenditures incurred by her for a detach: - 
ment of her militia that was employed in the Fioti- © 
da war: amended,'and laid aside, to be reported. 

On motion by Mr. STANLY, the commitiee’”’. 
tock up the bill making an appropriation for the 
erection of a marine hospital near Ocracock, North: ~.. 
Carolina. After some remarks from Messrs. 
CAVE JOHNSON and STANLY, the bill was 
amended, and laid aside, to be reported. : 

On motion by Mr. JACOB THOMPSON, the 
committee rose, and reported the bills to. the 
House. f 

Mr. JOSEPH R. INGERSOLL, from the comi- 
mittee of conference on the diszgreeing votes of the 
two Houses to the Senate’s amendments to the con- 
tingency bill, made a report thereon, which was _ 
read, - 

Mr. I. then moved a concurrence in the report 
of the committee, and called for the previous ques- 
tion—under the operation of which, the motion 
was adopted. f i 

On motion by Mr. FILLMORE, 

The House adjourned. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE GLOBE. 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, > 
August 23, 1842. € 

Your reporter has reported me truly, in making 
me say yesterday, when my name was called on the 
engrossment of the tariff bill, that it was the bitter- 
est pill I had ever had to swallow; and that the ne- 
cessity of the case alone could induce me to vote 
“ay.” And you are also correct in saying that the 
Democrats who voted for the bill, did so “against 
both their inclination and their judgment ;” at least, | 
I know it was so with me. Nothing but the de- 
plorable situation of the Government, brought on it 
by the reckless misrule of the Whig majority in 
Congress, and the abandonment of the wreck they 
had made—the doubtful existence of any law to, 
collect any revenue, and the impossibility of getting 
another bill passed at this session which would 
stop the distribution of the proceeds of the sales of 
the public lands—could have induced me to vote as 
I did; for I am not one of those who believe high 
tariffs or taxes will promote the interests or remove 
the burdens of the people. 

Nor would these, strong as they are, have been 
sufficient reasons, had it not been for the hope that 
the Senate would remove from the bill some of its 
more onerous provisions; and, should this hope fail, 
the full confidence that, at an eurly day, a Demo- 
cratic Congress would remove such portions of it 
as may be found oppressive on any section of the 
country, or any of ‘its industrial pursuits, Nor 
will it be less their duty to reduce the expendi- 
tures of the Government to the lowest possible 
point—the only true and efficient means of bringing 
permanent relief to all parts of the country, and re- 
ducing tariffs of duties or taxes on the people. 

Yours, truly, 
CHARLES BROWN, 


IN SENATE, 
Wepnespay, August 24, 1842, 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented a memorial, nu- 
merously signed by shipwrights, joiners, and me- 
chanics, and others connected with shipping, resi- 
dents of New York city, praying that sheathing 
copper may be introduced free of duty. 

On motion of Mr, T.— the tariff bill being now 
before the Senate—the petition was laid on the 
table, 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a message from the President of the United 
Siates, communicating, in reply to two resolutions 
of the Senate, that, in the present state of the cor- 
respondence on the important subject of securing 
payment of the awards made by the Mexican com: 
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mission, the rejection of various claims by that 
commission, and the omission to‘act on others, it’ 
was-not compatible with the public interest to com- 
municate to the Senate the information desired... 

_ On motion of Mr. WOODBURY, the message 
was ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 

. Mr. MERRICK submitted ‘a resolution, which 
was read, as follows: ; 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be request- 
ed to communicate to the Senate any detailed statement he may 
have caused to be prepared at the Treasury Deparimeni, 
since the passage by Congress of the “bill to provide revenue 
from imports, and to change and modify existing laws impos- 
ing duties on imports, and for other purposes,” of the amount 
of revenue which would have been produced by said act, if it 
had become a law; together with a brief explanation of the data 
and reasons on which the estimate was founded, which may 
have accompanied the same, 


Mr. MERRICK remarked that they had all 
seen in the newspapers conflicting statements as 
to the amount of revenue which it was probable 
could have been collected under the revenue bill 
which had been returned, and which was, with 
some modification, now before the Senate for its 
consideration. It was probable that the estimates, 
which had been prepared under the direction of the 
President, contained valuable information; at all 
events, the facis, whatever they might be, might 
shed some light on this deeply interesting subject. 

Mr. EVANS said he had no objection to call for 
any information from the proper departments to 
enlighten Senators upon any subject. It was the 
duty of the Secretary of the Treasury, by law, to 
furnish information touching the state of the treasu- 
ry, and plans for its improvement; and he there- 
fore protested against any interference by the 
President of the United States with the duties of 
that officer, who was responsible to Congress, and 
not to him, for the fulfilment of such duties as 
were required of him by law, touching the finances. 
As for calling upon the President to look into 
the finances, independent of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, he was opposed to it. 

Therefore, when he was asked to request the 
President for fagts connected with the subject, he 
must reject the proposition entirely. If the infor- 
mation was desirable, he hoped that the Secretary 
himself would be called upon, and the resolution 
would be amended accordingly. The Seeretary 
estimated the amount which would probably be 
collected under the bill, at twenty-seven and a half 
millions. If the President had required a subordi- 
nate officer to make a different estimate, for the 
purpose of influencing public pinion, he (Mr. E.) 
did not want itto be communicated to the Senate. 
They had seen an estimate that this bill would not 
yield $12,000,000; and this, too, directly in the face 
of that of the Secretary himself, that it would yield 
$27,000,000. He repeated, that they should have 
the information from a person who was responsible 
to Congress, and whose business it was to furnish 
it; and not through the President, from a subordi- 
nate offieer of the Treasury Department, 


Mr. MERRICK desired to make a very brief 
reply. He simply meant to say that he did not 
wish to obtain from the President any information 
which would have any authority or binding force 
on Senators, but which might enlighien them. He 
did not deny the proposition assumed by the Sen- 
ator from Maine, that the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury was more direc'ly the fiscal agent, and respon- 
sible to Congress for information touching the 
finances. But be put it to gentlemen whether, up- 
on this much-vexed question, if the President had 
any statements which had been deliberately pre. 
pared to throw light upon it, it was not desirable 
to have them before acting upon the bill pending. 
He did not wish that they should be of any bind- 
ing force, but that they should pass for what they 
are worth. As to calling on the Secretary of the 
Treasury, be would say that the object would be 
defeated. These statements had not been made 
out by the Seeretary of the Treasury: he was not 
here then, nor was ke here at present. That officer 
was sick; and had left the seat of Government be- 
fore the passage of the revenue biil upon 
which the statements were founded. They 
have been prepared by another officer of the Gov- 
ernment, by order of the President of the United 


States, and showing a great difference from the 
other statement, relied upon by Congress, as he | 


| 


had been told; if so, it was desirable to know it— 
it was proper that they should all know it. Cer- 
tainly there could not be any impropriety-in eall- 
ing on the executive head of the Government for 
the object proposed. It was their right to do so. 
He was confident that the information in the state- 
ment alluded to would be useful, and hoped the 
resolution would be adopted without delay. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana objected to its consider- 
ation then; and the resolution consequently lies 
over one day. 

- Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, 
to which had been referred House bill authorizing 
the Solicitor of the Treasury to compromise and 
settle with the sureties of John H. Owen, late re- 
ceiver of public moneys at St. Stephen’s, Alabama; 
House bill making an additional appropriation for 
the expenses of the Territorial Government of 

' Florida; and House bill making an appropriation 
for completing the publie buildings in Florida—re- 
ported them back severally, without amendment, 
and with a recommendation that they be indefi- 
nitely postponed. 

Mr. EVANS, from the same committee, report. 
ed a bill, making appropriations to carry into ef- 
fect the treaty with the Wyandot Indians; which 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. 


LEGAL!IZATION AND APPROPRIATION. 


Mr. EVANS, from the joint committee of con- 
ference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
on the bill “ legalizing and making appropriations 
for such necessary objects as have been usually in- 
cluded in the general appropriation bills, without 
authority of law; and to fix and provide for certain 
incidental expenses of the departments and offices 
of the Government, and for other purposes,” made 
the following report: i 


“ The managers appointed to conduct the conference on the 
part ofthe Senate, on the subject of the disagreeing votesofthe 
two Houses upou the amendments of the Senate to the bill of 
the House entitled ‘An act legalizing and making appropria- 
tions for such necessary objecis as have been usually included 
in the general appropriation bilis without authority of law, aud 
to fix and provide for certain incidental expenses of the depart- 
ments and offices of the Governmen!. and for other purposes,’ 
have met managers appointed on thy part of the House, and, 
after a full and tree conference upou vhe subject of said disa- 
greeing votes, the said managers havs agreed to recommend, 
and do recommend, to their respective Houses aa follows: 

“Ist. That the Senate recede from its first, ninth, eleventh, 
twelfth, twenty-fifth, thirty-first, thirty-sixth, forty-sccond, for- 
ty-third, forjy-fifth, forty-seventh, forty-eighth, fiftieth, fifty-first, 
and fifty-third amendments disagreed to by the House, 

"2d. That the Senate recede from its disagreement to the 
amendment of the House to the forty-sixth amendment of the 
Senate, and agree to said amendment. 

“3d. That the House recede from its disagreement to the third, 
seveoth, eighth, eighteenth, thirty-seventh, thirty-eighth, and 
forty-first amendments of the Senate, and agree io said amend- 
ments, i 

“4th. That the House recede from its disagreement to the 
fertieth amendment of the Senate, and agree tosaid amendment 
amended to read as follows: ‘For purchase of ground norih of 
the General Post Office, between 7th and 8th streets, or so much 
thereof as the Postmaster General may deem expedient, twenty- 
five thousand dollars,’ and that the Senate agree to said amend: 
ment accordingly.” 


Mr. EVANS moved that the Senate concur in 
the report of the Committee of Conference, 

Mr. KING called upon him to explain what 
was the nature of the amendments of the Senate, 
from which it was proposed to recede. 


Mr. EVANS explained that the first was the- 


amendment increasing the apprepriation for the 
pay of watchmen in the executive buildings, be- 
yond what the House was willing to allow. As 
an offset, the House recede fiom another amend- 
ment, by which it so leaves the matter that the 
watchmen can be employed on other services un- 
der the Government, by which their compensation 
will be increased almost equal to the sum proposed 
to be allowed by the Senate. 

The quesiion was put, and the Senate receded 
from this amendments. 

The second which the Senate is recommended 
to recede from, is the clause inereasing the com- 
pensation of the surveyors general of Wisconsin, 
Arkansas, and Iowa. 

Mr. SEVIER opposed this part of the report. 
He saw no reason why these officers should not be 
placed on the same footing as the other surveyors 
general. He hoped the Senate would adhere. 

Mr. EVANS would cnly say that the House 
had concurred in the report of the commiitee; and 
if the Senaie did not recede, the bill would be 
lost. 
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The question was put, ana the Senate receded 
from this amendment, Sn : 

The next was the amendment of the Senate, in- 
creasing the appropriation for the contingent exe- 
penses of the Post Office Department. : 

Mr. EVANS said the House was unwilling to` 
make any increase. : 

The question. was put, and the Senate receded 
from this amendment. : 

The next were the amendments increasing the 
Compensation to the. superintendent of the Dah- 
lonega mint; allowing $500 each for two wort- 
men who had been disabled by a fall from the 
Treasury building; allowing ‘additional compensa- 
tion to the surveyors general; the appropriation to 
pay arrearages on account of Wyandot Indians; 
the appropriation to cover the expenses incurred 
in making the treaty with the Sac Indians;- pro- - 
viding additional compensation to messengers, 
clerks, pages, &c., on account of additional labors 
performed, growing out of the great length of the - 
present sessioun. 

Mr. SEVIER made some objection to receding 
from the amendment making appropriation to pay 
John Dillon for supplies furnished the Camanche 
Indians; but withdrew it, on being assured that a 
bill had been reported, making an appropriation to 
cover the expenses of the treaty with the Sioux In- 
dians, to which he could append an amendment to 
attain his object. 

The question was then put on receding from the 
several amendments above, and carried in the affir- 
mative. 

Mc. EVANS moved to postpone the previous 
orders of the day, for the purpose of taking up the 
bill from the House to provide for the completion 
of the penitentiary in the Territory of Iowa. The 
motion was agreed to; and 


The bill was taken up as in committee of the 
whole; and the amendments of the Commiitee on 
Finance, defining the objects of the appropriation, 
and limiting the expenditure, having been agreed 
to, the bill was reported to the Senate, and ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading as amended: 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reporied back, without amendment, the 
bill from the House entitled An act to establish a 
district court of the United States in the city of 
Wheeling, in the State of Virginia; and, on his 
motion, it was taken up, as in committee of the 
whole, considered, reported to the Senate, read the 
third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. PRESTON, the joint resolu-. 
tion to authorize the extension of a contract for 
carrying the mail on the Potomac, was taken up, 
read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. LINN, House bill entitled 
An act for the relief of John Piatt, was taken up, 
and considered as in committee of the whole, re-. 
ported to the Senate, read the third time, and 
passed. 

Mr. SEVIER submitted the following resolu- 
tions, which lie on the table under the rule: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War report to the Senate, at 

the next session of Congress, the number of Cherokee reserva» 
tion claims, and the names of the claimants, who presented and 
prosecuted, before the late board of commissioners under the 
Cherokee treaty of 1835 and 1836, their claims to recover the 
amount ef money by them respectively paid te the States for 
their reservations therein, under the operation of the laws 
thereof; the names of the Claimants whose claims were allow: 
ed; the amounts severally ailowed to each, the date thereof, 
and the aggregate of such allowances; the amount paid to each 
claimant, and the aggregate and dates of such payments, That 
he also report whether any such claims allowed by said board 
of commissioners have been disallowed and rejected by the de- 
partment, and payment thereof refused. If so, the names of 
such claimants, and the reasons for so disallowing and re- 
ecting. 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War report whether the 
department has in all cases regarded the decision of the board 
of commissioners, under the treaty of 1835-6, as conclusive 
and final; whether any such decisions have Qeen reversed by 
the department; and if so, the reasons therefér, and whether 
such reversal was for or against the Indian claifgant. 


THE MANDAMUS To THE SPATES. 

The bill to regulate the taking of testimony in 
cases of contested elections, and for other pur- ; 
poses, coming up as the unfinished business of yese ; 
terday— X FA 

Mr. BENTON observed that there was imports 
ant business to be transacted in executive’session. 
He would therefore move to go into executive sds. 
sion. 


, 
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‘Phe Question tben tecurred on Mr: BENTON’S 


motion togo intovexecutive’ session, and resulted— 
ayè B0 hoes QL bis ed 


Mr. CRITTENDEN then moved to proceed 
with Whe! bill ‘to regulate the: taking of testimony in 


‘was accordingly taken up, asin commit- 
‘wholé—the ‘question’ pending being on 

Mr BeRrtin's'amendment, as follows: 
rébided further, Cin substance,) That nothing. ia this 
sectidnPor inthe act therein referred to, shall be held to extend 
to the elebtion of any-person: who shall be chosen a Representa- 
tive co.the 28th, Congresa in any State jn which, by the laws. of 
auch €, the election for Representatives to Congress is re- 
quiréd'io he made ‘by eeneial ticket; and where the election 


has been held, ar:may:be held, before the regular session of her ` 


Legislature, according to the actentitled ‘An act providing for 
he APUS barst of: Representatives among the several 
States/atcording to the sixth census.” 

Mr. ARCHER moved the following amendment 
to the’ amendment; as.an addition: 

“Unless the Governor of any State shall; before the time 
appetuted by law’ for holding such elections therein, by his 
prociamation, postpone the same until after the next meeting 
of the Legislature thereof.” 

Mie WRIGHT asked if he was correct. in his 
understanding çf the. proposed amendment, that it 
would, in effect, confer on the Governor of any 
Siate the. power to postpone an election, without 
beg au horized to do so by any law cf his 
Siate. 

Mr. ARCHER was understood to reply that, if 
there, was. no Siate law on the subject, this act 
would, empower the: Governer to make the post- 
ponement by proclamation. It would -give such 
States as eleet by general ticket, but. might prefer 
the district. system, the opportunity of being dis- 
tricted bv their Legislatures, 

Mr, WRIGHT “then remarked that; on the Sen- 
ator’s own gumission, this was a most extraordina- 
ry assumption on the part of Congress—to confer 
a power on the Governor of o.State which the laws 
of bis own State did not confer. i . 

Mr: BERRIEN did not think the effect of the 
amendment would go beyond merely enabling the 
Governor of a State to express the will of the State 
by proclamation, postponing the election tll the 
regular meeting of its General Assembly. 

After a few remarks from Messrs. PORTER 
and ARCHER— 

Mr. WRIGHT called for the yeas and nays on 
the amendment to the amendment, and they were 
ordered, 

Tae question was then taken on Mr. ARCHER’S 
amendment, and resultedin the affirmative—yeas 
21, nays 15, as follows: 

YAS—Messrs. Archer, Bates, Berrien, Clayton, Conrad, 
Crafts’ Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Graham, Mangum, Miller, 
Morebead, Porter, Preston, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, 
Sprague, Tallmadge, White, and Woodbridge—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Barrow, Benton, Cuthbert, 


Henderson, King, Linn, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, 
Woodbury, Wright, and Young—15. Prebia tee 7 i 


Mr: KING moved to ‘strike out the words “is 
required to be made by general ticket,” and insert 
“acevrding to the existing laws of such State.” 

His object was to give the same relief to States 
now electing by the district system, which have 
dovble districts, as to those electing by general 
ticket. For instance: there were some States which 
had double districts, and would not have time to 
effect the change required. Though he disapproved 
of the law, he was anxious, knowing it would b= 
pressed through, to render itas little onerous a+ 
possible, and to get iid of those provisions which 
would certainly produce much difficulty and eclli- 
sion with the General Government at the next or- 
ganization of the House of Representatives. No 
jpconvenience or abandonment of the general prin- 
ciple could result from letting the S:ate laws stand 
as they are, and ge into effect with regard to the 
next Congress, This would aveid the array of the 
General Government against the States, or of the 
States against the General Government. 

Mr. ALLEN wished the Senator from Alabama 
would so shape or modify his amendment as to 
render the second-sectioa of the apportionment in- 
Operative with’ respect-to the next Congress, 
believed his object would he effected by cutting off 


i 


“all the astendmeat afer the words “next Con 


ot. He hoped the . 
j y in vider, as tbe unfinis éd‘Dusittess of yes- 
verddy: Would be disposed of: ae 


He’ 
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gress,” : : = 
Mr. KING, to enable the Senator to make that 
‘proposition, withdrew his amendment, 


Mr. ALLEN then moved to strike out all after 
the words “ihe twenty-eighth Congress.” 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, not having been attending, 
wished to know what the proposition was. 

Mr. ALLEN explained that his motion was.to 
‘amend the amendment, by striking out all after the 
words “the twenty-eighth Congress.” . 

Mr. WOODBURY observed that he would him- 
self have offered the amendment, had he not been 
anticipated by the Senator from Ohio. In severa! 
of the States it might cccur—ss was apparent by 
what hed oceurred in the State of Ohio—that, with 
a sincere desire to dis‘rici the States, it could not be 
accomplished in the sudden manner required. H 
was certainly. but right to exclude the elections for 
the 28th Congress from the effecis of the law. On 
this amendment he called for the yeas and nays, 
which weie ordered. 

The question was then taken on Mr. ALLEN’s 
amendment, and resulted in the negative—yeas 19, 
nays 24, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, Henderson, King, Linn, Rives, Sevier, Stur- 
geon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and 
Young—19. g 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Choate, 
Clayton, Conrad, Crafis, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Graham, 
Huntington, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Pres- 
ton, Simmens, Smith of Indiana, Tallmadge, White, and Wood- 
bridge—24. 

Mr. KING renewed his amendment to strike 
out “in which the elections of such State are made 
by general ticket,” end insert, “according to the 
existing laws cf such States.” On this question he 
called for the yeas and nays, which were ordered. 

The question was then taken, and resulted in 
the negative—yeas 19, nays 24, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, Henderson, King, Linn, Rives, Sevier, Stur- 
oo Tapan, Walker, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and 

NAVS—Mocers. Archer, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Choate, 
Clayton, Conrad, Crafie, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Graham, 
Huntington, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Porter. Pres. 
ton, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Tallmadge, White, and Wood- 
bridge—24, 

Mr. ALLEN objected that the amendment re- 
lated to the apportionment act includirg the ratio 
of representaticn; instead of to the second section 
of that act, which relates to districting the States, 
He suggested the necessity of inserting the words 
“the second section of the act entitied An act,” 
&e. 

Mr. BERRIEN said the amendment referred 
merely to the manner of holding elections, and 
could have no bearing on the ratio of representa- 
tion. 

Mr. WALKER concurred with the Senator from 
Ohio in the necessity of inserting the words “the 
second section.” He would therefore move to in- 
sert them. 

Mr. BERRIEN accepted the modification. 

The question then recurred on the amendment, 
as modified. 

.Mr. BERRIEN made a verbal amendment, in- 
serting the word “now” after “is.” 

Mr. WOODBURY asked that the amendment, 
as modified, be read. 

It was read accordingly. 

Mr. KING wished to have a distinet understand- 
ing as to the answer given to the question put by 
the Senator from New York—whether it was that 
this act was to give a power to the Governor of a 
State, which the laws of the State did not confer. 

Mr. ARCHER did not suppose Congress could 
give any new power. No such attempt was in- 
tended. 

Mr. KING had understood the Senator from 
Virginia, in answer to the Sena‘or from New York, 
to have admitted that it was to give the Governor 
of a State a power not vested in him by any law cf 
the State. 

Mr. BERRIEN did not suppose any Governor 
of a State would exercise a power not vested in 
him by the laws of his State. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN wished to state his under- 
standing of the measure now under discussion. 
The apportionment act was in existence, and this 
bill was only to render that law operative. This 


| authority to the Governor was only to issue 


proclamation in conformity with the laws and- 
wishes of his Siate;and this amendmest was mers-. 
ly ‘to make the present bill legalize, as far as Con- 
gress was concerned, the effect of that proclama- 
tion. 

Mr. WALKER said that, frem the explanation. 
of the Senator from Kentueky, [Mr. Cairrespen,] 
it would appear that this preposition was notio 
confer any power on a Governor of a State to susi: 
pend the eiccticn by preclamation, unless such, 
power was conferred by the laws of the State. If. 
that was really so, he would vote for it. 

After a few remarks from Messrs. ALLEN and, 
CRITTENDEN, the question was taken on Mr.: 
Berrien’s amendment as modified and amended, 
and resulted in the affirmative—yeas 30, nays 6,a3 
follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Rates, Benton, Berrien, Bu- 
chanan, Calhoun, Choate, Conrad, Crafts. Crittenden, Cuth- 
bert, Evans, Fulton, Graham, ifenderson, King, Linn, Merrick, 
Morehead, Rives, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tall- 
madee, Tappan, Walker, White, Williams, and Young—30. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bayard, Clayton, Huntington, 
Porier, and Woodbridge—6. 

Mr. GRAHAM moved to strike out—page 6, 
Nne 10 of ike 10:b section—afier the word “voter,” 
the following words: “andin States where the vote 
is by ballot, after the giving of the vote has been 
proved by competent evidence, the declaration of 
the voter, at or about the time of voting, or general 
reputation as to h's political character and prefer- 
ences, may be received, to show for whom he 
voted.” 

Mr. WRIGHT was very much obliged to the 
Senator from Georgia for bis amendment. He 
hoped it would prevail; for, if it did not, the most 
iniquitous and demoralizing efecis would be pro- 
duced. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN was willing the amend. 
ment should prevail. 

Ih was aecordinsly adopted. 

Mr. WALKER moved to strike out—page 6 sec- 
lion 12, ine 6—the word “and,” aad line 7, the 
word “ required.” 

The section, as it now stands, enacts 

“ That every judge or justice of a court of record, every mas- 
ter and examiner in chancery, and every other officer who, by- 
the laws of the State wheresuch election was held, is author, 
ized to take affidavits, to be read in courts of record, shall be 
and is hereby, authorized, and, when applied to by either of 
the parties to such contest, reguired, to take the depositions of 


all witnesses tò the facts involved in such contest, who may 
appear before him.” 


Mr. GRAHAM did not consider the amendment 
necessary. Those duties were not required of those 
persons as State officers, but as persons called upon 
by this act to carry out its provisions. The call 
might as well have been made upon any freeholder, 
or eny person who had been a judge, or a justice. It 
oaly designates a class of persons who have held 
important Gflices, and therefore may be suppesed 
in the confidence of their districts. 

fr, WALKER thought it a very material 
amendment. The section of the bill, in conjuna- 
tion with others, goes to compel the justices, judges, 
and officers of the State, to carry out the laws of 
the Unated States. Tee officers of the States can- 
notbe compelled to perform this daty. Congress, 
to carry out its laws by compulsion, must appoint 
is own Officers. If you ean compel an officer of 
the State to perform one judicial act, you can com- 
pel him to perform any judicial ac’; and thus you 
may control all the judicial powers of the States. 
I is not disputed that you cannot compel the State 
officers to do these duties; but you say you only 
designate a class cf individuals who are to act in 
a Federal capacity. Can you nxme a person, and 
compel him tc accept a judicial office? 

[4. messenger from the House of Representatives 
was here announced, with a joint resolution to ad~ . 
journ on Monday next] 

Mr. ALLEN moved to postpone the proceed- 
ings on the bill before the Senate, witha view of 
taking up the joint resolution jast received from 
the House of Representatives. On this motion he 
called for the yeasand nays, which were ordered. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN hoped the motion. would 
not prevail. 

Tne question was then taken on the motion to. 
postpone, and resulted in. the negative-yeag 18, 
nays 25, as follows: : 
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‘YEAS—-Messrs.. Alien, Bagby, Barrow, Benton, Calhoun, 
FiJton, Henderson, King, Lisn, Sevier, Tappan, Walker, 
: White; Wilhams, Woodbridge, Woodbury, Wright, and 
: Young—1i8. Pon 
O NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Bates, Bayard, Buchanan, Choate, 
‘Glayton, Conrad, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Grabam, Hunt- 
ington, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morebead, Phelps, Porter, 
, Preston, Rives, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Sturgeon, 
“and Tallmadge—25, 
The motion being lost, the Senate proceeded 
“with the consideration of the bill before under dis- 
cussion. j 

. Mr. WALKER said the Senator had admitted 
that. they could not compel a justice of the peace 
(being a State officer) 1o perform the duty. And 
yet, he said, it was not because he was a State cfi. 
cer that he was required to perform this duty, but 
that it might be zccomplished by naming any in- 
dividual, in the iaw, for ihe peifirmance cf the 
duty. Suppose, then, the Senator had calied upon 
the Secretary of State to furnish him a list of all 
the justices cf the peace, and he had named indi- 
viduals in the Jaw; would be have any power to 
‘compel performance by those individuals? There 
“must be some sanction to the authority. Ifyou 
+ havepower io passa law to compel performance, 
you must bave power to carry the compulsory pro- 
vi-ion into effect. Ilow were they to compela 
‘State justice of the peace to perform duties assigned 
to him by Federal authority? Or by what au-hor- 
ity could. they compel an individual, if he were not 
an oficer of the Federal Governmeni? Mr. W, 
here cited the decision of Chancellor Kent, to the 
effect that State magistrates could not be compe'led 
to perform any specific duty assigned by Federal 
‘authority. 

This act (contizued Mr. W.) purports to compel 
the performance of this daty, by the magis‘rates of 
the several States, by a law paramount to all 
Siate obligations; and, consequently, if the daty 
here prescribed be. inconsistent with their duties 
enjoined by State authority, it requires them to 
abandon their duty to the State. This (Mr. W. 
contended) wax altogether beyond the constitu- 
tional power of Congress. 


Mr. CHOATE wished the friends of the bill 
would accede, in some way, to avoid the necessily 
of taking the yeas and nays en the motion; for, un- 
questionably, in principle, the Senator from Missis- 
sippi was right, The Senator from Georgia, to a 
ceriain exient, was rizht—so far as saying the de- 
signation was only of the persoa to perform ihe 
duty. Bat the difference hetween Congress desig- 
nating the offic: by name, and doing it ax here sia 
ted, is, that, in the former case, the person desig- 
nated cannot be compelled to acecpi the office. i 

Me. CRITTENDEN would not make any difi- | 
culty or trouble about the thing. As he understcod 
it, the whole objection was to the word “require,” 
instead of “request.” H+ could not see how any ji 
interpretation of compulsion could be given to the 
term. 

Mr. WALKER ssid the Senator from Georgia, 
as well as the Senator from Massachwetts, admit- 
ted that the requirement was imperative. The 
rule of law with regard to the interpretation of 
words, was, that, unless they were technical, they 
were to be taken in the popular sense. Who 
could pretend that to require a person to do a duly 
was not imperative; whereas, a request to do it, 4 
left it optional with the person to perform ii! Whe | 
ever beard of a Government requesting A, B, or C, |: 
to perform a particular duty? Why test this | 
proposition? If he is right, end the Senator from 
Georgia is right, yoa strike out a provision clearly 
unconstitutional. I’ the Senator from Kentacky | 
"be right in bis interpretatien, bis bil will suffer | 
nothing by the change of words. f 

Mr. GRAH 2M thought there was already tco |; 


much time lost in the dicassion of a point re Ly | 
notvery isporiant. He eoasider Lit was in the ; 


_ power of the Goecrament to req y citizen 
~to-perform miniseri} duties as well as mebtary 
duiies. ; 
Mr WALKER observed thatit t ` 
nto command an act 'o be performed, the refusai to 
do that act is a misdemeancr, according to ike 
“gottion ‘law, and it is an indictable offerce. 
wouid not do to say we commaad an individual to į; 
“dö a’ certain duty; but if he does zot choose to do 


ir £ 


"ig we cannot compel him. -What is-the use of i 


passing a law. to. do, what yon cannot enforce the: 
doing of? - This clause of the bill, he-would ven-: 
ture to say, would not stand a moment befcre the: 
Supreme Court. “He hoped the Senator from Ken-. 
‘tueky would not put him to the necessity of calling | 
for the veas and nays on this amendment, 

Mr. TALLMADGE thought the Senator gave: 
more importance to the subject than it deserved;: 
but as the bil! would be as well without the clause, 
he hoped the opposition of the Senator from Ken- 
tucky would be withdrawn. 

Mr. WOODBURY suggested a modification; to 
which ` 

Mr. WALKER acceded. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN would rather have yielded 
than have lost so much time; but as that time had 
been consumed in mere criticism on the word re- 
quired, which really meant nothing more than. ye- 
quested, he hoped the yeas and nays would be grant- 
ed to the gentleman. 

Mr. WOODBURY observed that this was not 
a requirement to call upon any citizen to perform 
a ministerial duty, because the class of perscns 
called upon was designated. It was clearly a 
command, or an erder; but there was no power to 
enforce it. [twas in keeping with the whole act 
which this bil was intended to enforce. It was 
mandatory; but there was no power to enforce the 
mandate. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN called for the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered. 

The question was shen taken on Mr. WaLxken’s 
amendment, and resulted in the negative—yeas 19, 
nays 12, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Baghy, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Choate, Cuthbert, Fulton, Henderson, King, Linn, Sevier, 
Sturgecn, Tappan, Walker, Woodbury, Wright, and Young 
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—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Clayton, Conrad, Crafis, Crittenden, Evans, 
Graham, Mangum Miller, Morehead, Porter, Simmons, and 
Smith of Indiana—12. 

Mr. WALKER moved corresponding amend- 
ments in other sections, which were adopted. 

Mr. WRIGHT observed that he wished to 
bring the attention of the friends of the bill to 
some of its provisions. He referred to the 7th 
section, 4'h page, where it says: 

“That either House of Congress should be, and is hereby, 
authorized to issuea commission, under the seal of its Secre- 
tary or Clerk, and tested in the name of its presiding officer or 
Speaker, directed to one or more persons, either within or be- 
yond the United States, authorizing him or them, or any one 
or more of them, to take the testimony of any witness or wit- 
nessea therein named, in the manner and according to the in- 
structions annexed to euch commission; and to certify and 
transmit the same, securely enveloped, under his or their seals, 
to such Secretary or Clerk, whois hereby authorized to file the 
same for the use of the House issuing such commission.” 

So far, all is right cnough; but now comes the 
objectionable part of tbe clause, which « as fol- 
lows: 

“And an authority, by either House, to any comraittec, to 
send for persons and papers, shall be sufficient to authorize the 
Secretary or Clerk of such House, to issue commisions for the 
purpose aforesaid, as the committee may direct.” 

This, it would be perceived, was an authority 
not to either House, but to a committee of either 
House, to exert the authority of the House to 
which such committee belongs. The effect of this 
authority to a committee would be seen by taking 
a review of the thirteenth section, in conjunction 
with the seventh. He quoted the latter part of the 
thirteenth section, from line 7 to the end, as fol- 
lows: 

“And in case of a wilful refusal of any witness duly subpax 
naed, whose fees have been paid or tendered, to attend as re- 
quired by such subpoena, or to be qualified, or to testify, he is 
further authorized to impose such penalty on the witness, for 
his disobedience, as such officer may deem right: Provided, 
That the sum shall not exceed $50 fine. or thirty days’ im 
prisoument, or both: And provided, also, Thatno witness shall 
be compelled to attend out of the county where he may reside, 
or be served with the subpena.” Mae A 

"Tuis is authorizing officers and jastices of the 
pesce to punish contempt of their summons by a 
fine of $50, and imprisonment of thirty days. In 
tale bu justice was authorized to inflict a pen- 
$10; and in no case was he author- 
i rison even for one da“. This law, 
then, was ta confer powers on them not conferred 
py the laws of their own State. Any commitice of 
cy House of Congress may select a commis: 
sion, and by that selection their ecmmissicners are: 
to have a power of inflicting on ind:vidials fines, 
of 959, and imprisonment for thircy days. Was 
he not,- therefore, justified in saying this was a. 
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cates of election should, by accident, be.. delayed, 
and copies lost; providing that olher.sufficient evi- 
dénce of election, where no coniest, had been, might 
be admitted, oe 

Mr. CRITTENDEN tristed n4. Such | éases, as 
these supposed weuld cecar. The-moment-the 
House becomes organized, it takes up-the decision 
of all cases itself, and it would have ilin its pow- 
er to do jusiice in any such case. Would it.be 
proper to make the Clerk of the House a judge of 
the testimony to be produced? The bill. proposes 
to confer nothing like discretion cn the, Clerk; and 
requires him to be governed alone by authentic 
evidence. He did not think the amendment ought 
to prevail. 2 

Mr. WOODBURY did not wisk to press it if un- 
necessary or objectionable. He withdrew, it, g 

Mr. WALKER moved to amend the bill by 
adding to the 21 section the following proviso: _ 

“That nothing inthis act, or the act ta which itis a supple- 
ment, shall be coustrued to deprive the House of Representa- 


tives to judge of the elections, returns, and qualifications of its 
own members.” 


This was so obviously ‘proper,’ thpt: he-éeuld 
hardly anticipate- opposition. ` If; however there 
should be any, he would require the yeas and nays. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN thought this a very saving 
mode of legislation; and perhaps it would be ¢qual- 
ly necessary to have such a provision at the énd of 
every bill ! ae 

Let the gentleman have the yeas and nays, if be 
desires it. 

The yeas and nays were then ordered. 

Mr: WALKER said he was aware that it was 
not within the compétency of Congress lo pass a 
law which would violate the Constitution, ard yet 
itbad frequently been attempted. ‘The bill speci- 
fied the return upon which, and upon which alone, 
the C.erk shall receive the name of a member as 
duly elected, and upon which alone such member 
shall be entitled to take part in the organization 
of the Bouse. If the Senate could iniexfere, by 
such an enaetment, to prevent a member irom tas 
king his seat for one day, they might do so for the 
while session; and if ihe Senate could do this with 
regard to the House, thé Flouse might. prescribe a 
similar ruie to the Senate, and say, unless a Sen- 
alor produce a return certifying that he was elect: 
ed by joint resolution of both Houses of the Siare 
Legislature, &c. Inasmuch as gentlemen profes ed, 
(and no doult cincercly,) that it was not their object 
to violate the Constitution, he sincerely hoped they 
would gree so to declara, in the terms of the pro: 
viso which he now cffered as an amendment, 
The Senator from Kentucky bad otten himself 
offered similar propositions to that which he pow 
offered, declaring that a law should not be so con- 
strued. Nothing was more common. Hardly a 
law passed that had not such a proviso attached 
to it. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN asked how strange would 
it be to pass a Jaw clearly unconstitutional, with 
a proviso tacked te it that the act shall not be con- 
strued as a violation of the Gonstitution! 


The question was then taken on Mr. WaLxer’s 
amendment, and resulted in the negative—yeas 14, 
gays 21, 29 follows: 

YEAS—Mze-crs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Cuthbert, 
Fulton, King, Linn, Rives, Sevier, Walker, Woodbury, Wright, 
and Young--'4. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer. Burrow, Bates, Berrien, Choate, 
Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Dayton, Graham, Hunt- 
ington, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Simmons, 
Smith of Indiana, Tallmadge, and Woodbridge—2t. 

The bill was then reported back to the Senate, 
and the amendments were concurred in. 

The amendments were ordered to be ergrosscd, 
and the bill to be read a thirdiime, 

- Mr. CRITTENDEN ssid, if there was no ob 
jection, he would wish the bill to be read now. 

- Objection ‘being made, it wes laid cver, 

iMr. YOUNG atked forthe Joint resolution rs 
to the adjctrnment of Congress to be isku 


up, 


= 
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opener 


Mr. CONRAD submitted a resolution for con- 
“sideration, to the effect that, after Thursday, the 
~Q5th instant; the Senate, for the residue of the ses- 


- sion, meet at 10 o’eleck, a. m.; and that the reve- ` 


nue biil be the spevial order, in preference to all 
“other business, at 11 o'clock each morning, till 
“finally disposed of. © Sei 
‘Objection being made to its consideration how, it 
‘was laid over, under the rule. » ie 
"Phe joint resolution from the House, appointing 
Monday next (the 29:h inst.) for the adjournment 
“of Congress sine die, was taken up on ‘motion of 
“Myr. YOUNG, ies ; 


` Mr: TALLMADGE did- not feel himself. pre- 
pared to vote for the resolution. The revenue bill 

-was yet to be disposed of; also, considerable ex- 

> ecutive business. Every one concurred that some 
measure of revenue should be adopted. 

"We (observed Mr. T.) are now prepared to act 
in good faith on that measure. There may not be 
time to perfect it, in the three days of this week yet 

. tó come. The resolution may be laid on the ta- 


ble; and it can be taken up at any time, when Con-. 


gress is ready to adjourn. 
‘the table. k 
‘Mr. YOUNG asked if it was in order to move to 
- Jay a subject on the tablé, the moment it was 
“agreed to be taken up? 
~: Mr. LINN observed that he had been voting 
against adjourning for the last week, in view of 
Some revenue bill being passed. He begged to 
~ know if the revenue bill was really. to be acted 
Upon. If not, he was ready to adjourn to-mor- 
‘Yow. ; 
Mr. TALLMADGE said the revenue bill was 
“reported by the Finance Committee, with amend- 
. ments, last evening. He could assure the Senator 
there was now a determination to act on the rev- 
enue bill in good faith, and that he had not the 
least doubt it would be passed—perhaps, with some 
_ slight amendments—in a few days. 

The yeas and nays‘on the motion to lay the 
joint resolution on the table were then taken, and 
‘resulted in the affirmative—yeas 24, nays 13. 

_ .Mr. WALKER hoped, as this might be con- 

“ sidered as a solemn decision of the Senate, to 
proceed, in good faith, with the revenue bill, that 
the resolution of the Senator from Louisiana [Mr. 
Conran] would, by general consent, be taken up 
‘and acted upon. 

The resolution was taken up and read, as before 
stated, appointing 10 o'clock, A. M., for the meet- 
ing of the Senate,and 11 o’clock for the revenue 
bill as the special order, till disposed of. 

Mr. WRIGHT hoped the Senator would so 
modify his amendment as to shape it from and after 
this day. 

The resolation was so medified, and adopted. 

‘The Senaie then went into executive session; and, 
after some time spent therein, adjourned. 


He moved to lay it on 
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WEDNESDAY, August 24; 1842. 

Mr. GWIN moved that the House resolve it- 
self into Committee of the Whole on the state af 
the Union, for the purpose of taking up bill No. 
503, being a bill for the relief of General Andrew 
Jackson; and on that motion he called for the yeas 
and nays. 

Mr. COWEN suggested, as that motion could 
not be carried withoyt a two-thirds vote, the pro- 
priety of taking up a resolution from the Commit- 
tee of Claims, for authority to employ a clerk du- 
ring the recess. i 

Mr. BARNARD wished the House to go into 
Committee of the Whole, for the purpose of ta- 
king up some bill, which he intended to name if 
the motion to go into committee were carried. 

Mr. FESSENDEN urged the propriety of ta- 
king up and disposing of bills which had been re- 
turned from the Senate with amendments. 

The question was taken on the motion of Mr. 
GWIN, and it was negatived. 

Mr. BOTTS submitted ihe following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways ard Means be in- 
structed to report a bill, limiting therate of discount at which 
the loan shall be taken, authorized by the act of 15th April last; 
aud an explanatory provision, denying the construction put on 


the loan bilLat the Treasury Department, relative to the issue 
sof stock, to Perform the function of treasury notes. Also, that 


j i i ing {wa bill, repealing the proviso to 
ty neering to eTa on bik passed Sa the day of 
September lasi. ; A 

Mr.. CAVE JOHNSON objected,- 

Mr. BOTTS moved. a suspension of the rules 
for its reception; and on that motion he called the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

The result was as follows: yeas 61, nays 62. 

Mr. .CAVE JOHNSON offered the following 
resolution: . i £ 


Resolved, That it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the 
Navy to report to Congress, the first week in January, in each 
year, or as early thereafter as practicable, the amount ofexpend- 
iture of each vessel, for the preceding year, including all ex- 
penses in repairs thereof, and for the armament or equipment 
thereof, and all expenses in keeping her afloat, if afloat; or in 
dock, if lying up; also, the number of days, during the year, 
that each ship was actually at sea. And that a similar report 
of each ship, hereafter built or purchased, be made, so as to ex- 
hibit an annual and aggregate amount of the cost and expenses 
ofeach ship, and the service rendered by it to the country; and 
also specifying the amount for materials, as well as the amount 
for labor, in the building or repairing each ship. 

Mr. MALLORY objected. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved a suspension of 
the rules; and on the vote being taken, it was found 
that a quorum did not vote. 

Tellers were called, and ordered; and they report- 
ed 88 in the affirmative, and 36 in the negative; so 
the rules were suspended. 

Mr. STANLY suggested an amendment, to au- 
thorize the Secretary of the Navy to employ addi- 
tional clerks to enable him to make the returns. 

Mr. KING urged the necessity of adopting such 
an amendment. 


Mr. CHARLES BROWN was understood to 
request the gentleman from Tennessce to accept an 
amendment, by which it would be imperative on 
the Secretary to return the number of officers em- 
ployed, and the character and time of their employ- 
ment. 

The resolution, however, was adopted in its 
original form; Mr. CUSHING -first asking to be 
excused from voting, on the ground that the House 
could not make a permanent regulation for the 
Navy Department by a simple resolution, 

Mr. PROFFIT moved a reconsideration, on the 
same ground, and also because it would cost more 
in clerk-hire than the return would be worth. 

Mr.. CHARLES BROWN contended that the 
retarn could be readily made without additional 
expense. 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
CALHOUN, HOLMES, SPRIGG, FESSEN- 
DEN, and ADAMS. 

Mr. LINN moved to lay the motion on the 
table; and it was carried. i 

Mr. BOTTS submitted a resolution to fix the 
adjournment of Congress for Monday next at 2 
o’clock. 

Mr. PROFFIT objected. 

Mr. BOTTS moved a suspension of the rules, 
on which the yeas and nays were called, and re- 
sulted—yeas 117, nays 49. 

So the rules were suspended. 

The question recurring on the adoption of the 
resolution— 

Mr. FILLMORE observed that it was very evi- 
dent the resolution was to be carried; and his only 
object now was to explain the reasons why he had 
opposed its introduction. He was as anxious to 
-adjourn as any one in the House; but he was afraid 
that the resolution, if adopted, would be misunder- 
stood by the other House, and construed as an inti- 
mation that no final action on the tariff bill was to 
be had at this session. Under the hope that he 
was mistaken, he was willing that the resolution 
should be adopted, contenting himself with this ex- 
planation. 

Mr. PROFFIT wished to give his reasons also 
for opposing the introduction of the resolution, 
He knew that a vote of two-thirds was necessary 
to carry this resolution, and he therefore expected 
to see the friends of a tariff vote against it, so as to 
keep Congress in session till the bill which had 
becn sent to the other Hovse should be passed 
upon there. He was surprised, however, to see so 
many of them voting for this suspension, when the 
effect of their vote would be to destroy the tariff 
biil. Sir, said Mr. P., you kave sent to the Seaate 
a biil of numerous details, requiring the most 
minute examination; and yet you are for passing 
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a resolution to adjourn——thus inviting them to suse 
pend all further action on i'; for you have given 
them but three working days to consider it in; and 
if it should come back to the House with one soli- 
tary amendment, it must be lost. 

Mr. GORDON observed that the gentleman 
from Indiana was surprised that any one in favor 
of a tariff would vote to adjourn, after having sent 
a tariff bill to the Senate. Now, he had voted to 
suspend the rule, and he should vote to adjourn, 
under the belicf that there was no good reason for 
protracting the session beyond the day fixed by the 
resolution. The only thing that delayed them was 
the tariff bill; and whether that was to pass or not, 
depended solely on the Senate—every member of 
whom had made up his mind for or against the 
measure. It was the duty of the House, as soon 
as it was. ready to adjourn, te send a resolution to 
the Senate for that purpose. 


Sir, (said Mr. G.) we go into Committee of the 
Whole, day after day, and make appropriations 
that ought not to be made, while they bad no reve- 
nue to meet them with; and that, with him, was a 
strong inducement to adjourn, without more delay. 
He was in favor of a revenue tarif, avdiscrimina- 
ling tariff, and a tariff sufficient to meet the eco- 
nomical wants of the Government; but, in making 
such a tariff, he was for no iron or bedstead rule to 
go by. He was opposed to the tariff bill that just 
passed the House; but was obliged; under the 
pressure of circumstances, to go for it, for it was 
the best that could be obtained. 

Mr. G. was here called to order, on the ground 
that the motion was not susceptible of debate. 

The previous question being moved and sec- 
onded, and the main question ordered, 

Mr. HABERSHAM moved to lay the resolu- 
tion on the table, 


Mr. SMITH of Virginia called for the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered, and, on taking the 
question, resulted in yeas 68, nays 101. 

The question was then taken on the adoption of 
the resolution, and carried—yeas 96, nays 71. 


Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky moved a recon- 
sideration of the vote just taken, and demanded 
the previous question; under the operation of which 
the motion was rejected. 


Mr. MALLORY, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to which had been referred the joint res- 
olution introduced by Mr. Sranny, authorizing 
the Secretary of the Navy to make experiments to 
test the value of Colt’s submarine battery, reported 
the same with an amendment, appropriating 
$15,000 for that object. 


After some remarks from Messrs. WISE, MAL- 
LORY, and STANLY, 

Mr. ARNOLD moved to lay the resolution on 
the table; which motion was carried—ayes 69, 
noes 57. s oo 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL offered a resolution 
allowing certain extra pay to the messengers and 
pages of the House. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. INGERSOLL moved to suspend the. rules; 
which motion was rejecied—yeas 56, nays 88. 

The House resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole, (Mr. Pore in the ehair,) and took up the 
bill to regulate the pay of pursers in the navy. 

‘Mr. WISE explained the object of this bill to 
be, to give the pursers a salary, instead of allow- 
ing them to make exorbitant profits on the articles 
sold to the sailor. 

It was debated principally on the amount of the 
salaries, which, by some gentlemen, were deemed 
too high. 

The questien being taken on Mr. C. Brown’s 
ort to the amendment, it was rejected; 
an 

The question recurring on Mr. Buack’s amend- 
ment, it was aiso rejected. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to strike out 
3,500, and insert 2,000: rejected—ayes 41, noes 
80. 

Mr. ©. BROWN moved to strike out 3,500, and 
insert 2,600. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina moved to 
insert 3,000; and the question being first taken on 


Mr. CampBect’s motion—ihe 
was rejected. 

The question was taken on Mr. C. Brown’s 
motion; and it was also rejected. f 

Mr. SHIELDS moved to strike, out 3,000, and 


highest number—it 


- Insert 2,750: rejected. 


Mr: C. BROWN moved to strike out from the 
13th to the 15th lines. The effect of this amend- 
ment (he said) was to get clear of six persons, and 
to place those at Boston, New York, Norfolk, 
Portsmouth, Philadelphia, and Washington, all 
on an equality. 

After some remarks from Messrs. C. BROWN 
and MALLORY, the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON moved to strike out the prc- 
vision allowing to pursers while on leave, or wait- 
ing orders, the same pay as surgeons: rejected. 

Mr. ©. JOHNSON moved to strike out the 
words “ fair valuation,” and insert ‘t cost,” in the 
Sth section. [The effect of this was, to allow the 
pursers to surrender to the Government the stores 
they now have on hand at cost, instéad of ata fair 
valuation.) 

This amendment was oppcsed by Messrs. WISE 
and MALLORY ; and, on taking the question, it 
was rejected. 

Mr. McKAY moved to strike out the section al- 
lowing officers, while doing the duties of a higher 
grade, to receive the pay of such grade—on the 
ground that it was liable to abuse. 

After some remarks in favor of the amendment 
by Mr. McKAY, and against it by Messrs. WISE 
and HOLMES, the question was taken, and it was 
also, rejected. 

Mr. G. DAVIS moved to lay the bill aside to be 
reported, and to take up the bill making an ap- 
propriation for the Compendium of the Sixth Cen- 
sus. n 

Mr. T. B, KING moved that the committee rise, 
and report the bill to the House. 

A question of order arose as to the priority of 
these two motions--Mr. DAVIS insisting that he 
was entitled to the floor, and that his motion 
should be put; and Mr. KING insisting on his 
motion, 

The CHAIR decided in favor of the latter, and 
put the question; when it was carried. 

So the committee rose, and reported the bill to 
the House; afier which it was first ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading—ayes 90, noes 40— 
and then read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. MALLORY moved a reconsideration of the 
vote on the passage of the bill; but the motion was 
rejected. 

Mr. GWIN gave notice that he would, to-mor- 
row, move to go into Committee of the Whole to 
take up the bill to refund to Gen. Jackson the fine 
imposed on him at New Orleans, in 1815, by Judge 
Hall. 

Several bills from the Senate were read twice, 
and referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
THURSDAY, August 25, 1842. 

The PRESIDENT pre tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from. the Navy Department, 
covering a siatement showing the amount of trans- 
fers from one head of appropriation to another in 


“the naval service, made under the direction of the 


President of the United States, under the Jaw of 
Congress of the 30ih June, 1834; and also showing 
how the appropriations to the naval service last 
year had been applied. f 
On motionof Mr. WILLIAMS, ordered to lie on 
the table, and be printed. ; 
Mr. GRAHAM, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported back, without amendment, House bill for 
the relief of Wm. D. Cheever. 
THE VENDING OF LOTTERY TICKETS. 
Mr. BAYARD, from the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, to which bad been referred the 
bill from the House to prevent! the vending of 


, lottery tickets, reported the same back, wiih a rec- 


ommendation that the Senate disagreë to the 
amendment of the House to the amendment of the 
Senate. 

After a few remarks, by Messrs. BAYARD 
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and WRIGHT, as to the value of the exist- 
ing contract, and whether it would be sufficiently 
guarded in the amendment of the Senate— 

The question was put on concurring in the report 
of the committee, disagreeing to the amendment of 
the House;-and it was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. MERRICK moved that the Senate take up 
for consideration the resolution submitted by him 

- yesterday, as follows: 


“ Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
- quesied to communicate to the Senate any detailed estimate he 
may have caused to be prepared at the Treasury Department, 
since the passage by Congress of the “bill to provide revenue 
from imports, and to change and modify existing laws imposing 
duties on imports, and for other purposes,” of the amount of 
revenue which would have been produced by said bill, if it 
had become a law, together with a brief explanation of the 
data and reasons on which such estimate was based, which may 
have accompanied the same.” 

The resolution was taken. up. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON remarked that they had had 
a report from the head of the Treasury Department, 
and now an effert was made to substitute for it the 
calculations of a subordinate cfficer. The resolu- 
tion would probably excite discussion; and, for the 
purpose of ascertaining whether the Senate were 
disposed to adopt a suggestion of this kind, he 
moved that it be laid on the table. 

Mr. MERRICK said that the resolution merely 
asked for the estimates which. the President had 
authorized to be made at the Treasury Department. 
The resolution made no call upon a subordinate 
officer, but on the President cf the United States. 
He demanded the yeas and nays; which were or- 
dered. i 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
lay the resolution on the table, and decided in the 
negative—yeas 19, nays 21, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Clayton, 
Crafts, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Hunt- 
ington, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Smith of 
Indiana, and White—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Bayard, Benton, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Choate, Fulton, King, Linn, Merrick, Sevier, Sim- 
mons, Sprague, Sturgeon, alker, Williams, Woodbridge, 
Woodbury, Wright, and Young—21. 

Mr. EVANS moved so to amend the resolution 
as to strike out the words “the President of the 
United States,” and to call upon the Secretary of the 
Treasury to communicate any detailed estimates 
which may have been prepared under his direction 
at the Treasury Department. 

Mr. KING. ‘That will defeat the object of the 
resolution. 


Mr. MERRICK hoped that the Senate would 
not adopt the amendment, for thereby the object 
he bad in view would be defeated, and which, he 
supposed, was the design of the mover of the 
amendment. He wanted the estimate which had 
been already prepared at the Freasury Department, 
under the order of the President, showing what 
would probably bave been the amount of revenue 
collected under the bill which had lately passed the 
two Housegof Congress, but which had been dis- 
approved of by the President; and they desired to 
have this information, with a view to shed light on 
the bill which was now before the Senate; which, 


with one cr two exceptions, was identical with the ` 


vetoed bill. This resolution did not call on a sub- 
ordinate officer for estimates; but upon the Execu- 
tive—the head of the nation—relative to the public 
business. Nothing could be more legitimate or 
proper. It was true that they had had estimates 
from the Secretary of ihe Treasury; but, since the 
time they were furnished, that officer had been suf- 
fering by sickness, and was absent; and during bis 
absence another estimate had been made, based 
(for aught he knew) on a different state of things 
from that which several months ago existed in the 
country. 

Mr. EVANS was not satisfied, from anything 
that the Senator from Maryland had said, that it 
would be proper to pass the resolution. If they 
adopted the resolution in the form presented, they 
would set a pr cedent at once novel and danger- 
ous; as it ealled upon the President to submit esti- 
mates of revenue, for which, by law, and the char- 
acer of the Government, they looked to the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury. He (Mr. E.) thought 
that he understood this matter, and where these 


catimates were made. The law says that there 
shall be a Secretary of the Treasury, and sets forth 
his duties; but these estimates now called for. were 
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not made at the Treasury Department. ‘The Sec- 


. retary had complied with his duty. The President, 
- however, passes to the First. Comptroller, -whose 


business it is to. settle ‘accounts, and act under the, 
direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, touche _ 
ing such matters connécted with the collection:of . 
‘the revenue as may be required. The Comptrol- 
ler, in this case, is made the head of the depart- 
ment; and the resolution contemplates him as the 
head of the department, He would repeat, that the 
Secretary of the Treasury had furnished estimates 
as to the probable amount of duties which would 
be collected under the revenue bill; and he (Mr. 
E.) was authorized to say that, after the bill was 
on its passage, that officer made a report as to what 
it would yield. > 

Mr. KING said he had not seen such statement. 

Mr. EVANS replied that it was not printed. 
The Secretary calculatzd, in that estimate, that the 
bill would yield twenty-six and a half millions net. 
The President (he said) bad no right in the Treasu- 
ry Department; and he sent the First Comptroller 
there, with a design to overrule and reject the opin- 
ion of the fiscal officer of the Government (the 
Secretary) whose duty it was by law to furnish 
such estimates. All this might go to throw dis- 
credit on the bill, and hold it. up in an unfavorable 
light to the country, and throwing discredit too on 
me members of both Houses who voted for the 

ill. 

Messrs. EVANS and ARCHER spoke at some 
length against the resolution, and Mr. MERRICK. 
in its favor—the latter Senator contending that the 
object of gentlemen seemed to be to shut ont the 
light which would be afforded by the estimates 
which had been prepared by the acting head of the 
Treasury, under the order of the President. Jf such 
was their object, he maintained that it would be 
more honorable to openly vote against the resolu- 
tion, and exclude the information in that way, than 
to do it by indirection, as would be the case if the 
amendment of the Senator from Maine [Mr. 
Evans] was adopted. 

The CHAIR here announced that the hour 
(11 o'clock) had arrived at which it was resolved, 
on yesterday, that the Senate would proceed to the 
consideration of the tariff bill; and that, therefore, 
all debate must stop on the subject now before the 
Senate. 

Some conversational debate took place between 
the CHAIR and Messrs. CALHOUN and KING, ' 
ARCHER, asd MERRICK, on a question of 
order, whether the proceedings could be thus 
abruptly arrested, and whether it was pot compe- 
tent for a simple majority to set aside the order of 
yesterday. 

It was determived that a vote of the Senate was 
required to set aside the business pending at the 
hour fixed for the consideration of the tariff bill, 

Mr. ARCHER, who was arrested in his remarks 
on the above resolution, at 11 o’clock, now resumed 
the floor, and moved to lay the resolution on the 
lable; and, the question being put, the motion was 
agreed to. 

Mr. STURGEON called for the special order of 
the day—being tne tariff bill. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN moved to postpone all 
other business, for the purpose of taking up the rese 
olution for the adjournment of Congress on Mon- 
day next. 

The CHAIR said the question would be first 
put‘on the motion to proceed to the orders of the 
day; which being put, it was carried in the afirm- 
ative. 

On motion of Mr. ARCHER, the bill from the 
House entitled An act to change the time of hold- 
ing the district court of the western district of Vir- 
ginia, and for other purposes, which had been ree 
ported from the Committee cn the Judiciary, with 
certain amendments, was taken up as in commit- 
tee of the whole. The amendments baving been 

agieed to, the bill was reported to thè Senaie, and 
ordered to be engrossed as amended. 4 i 

The Senate then preceeded to consider 

THE TARIFF BILL. 

The bill to provide revenue from importsy and 
to change and modify existing laws imposing àu- 
ties on imports, and for other purposes, was taken 
up as in committee of the whole, with thirty-one 
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amendments recommended by he Committee « oni 


Finance. 


-Mr. EVANS hoped the Senate would. proceed 


with the amendments in their regular order,- 


The. CHAIR aunoanced the-first amendment to` 


be, to change the’ expression ‘ihe. day and year 
before mentioned,” into. ‘ihe-passage of this act.” 
Mr. EVANS pointed out-that tbere were several 


verbal améndments, to-the same effect, throughout . 


the Dill, the question on „which might be taken al- 
together, ei 

“These amendments were ‘adopted. : 

“The: next amendment was to substitute ‘four 
: cents per ‘square yard on cotion-bagging, or its sub- 
stitute; imported, for five cents in the original bill. 

Mr. WALKER moved to amend the amend- 
“ment by substitutigg “ three” cents, for “four.” 

Mr. BENTON made some remark, not distinct- 
ly heard. 

. Mr. KING observed that the effect of the high 
-duty proposed would be ‘io exclude from . this 
‘market every species. of foreign. cotton bagging. 

-This would then be-a prohibitory. duty. Now, he 
-was willing that the bagging manufacturers of 
Kentucky and Missouri should bave- a fair protec- 
~ ‘tion, not detrimental to revenue, or to other mdus- 
trial interests-of the country. He was willing to 
Jet‘them enter the Southern market with every ad- 
t vantage against foreign competition. Bat 
would not, for the purpose of merely giving a 
bounty. to a few individuals, consent to lay an ex- 
‘travagant duty, calculated to cut off all foreign 
competition, and exclude altogether the foreign 
. fabrics Mr. .K. read from a table, which 
che.cheld..in bis hand, many statistics to show 
ithe. quality and price of. the foreien fab- 
i. Tic, contrasted with the domestic. He also 
: Tead a statement, prepared by no unfriendig band 
-to protection, showing the comparative advantage 
of high.and low rates of duty. His own experi- 
: ence satisfied him that, under a fair competition in 
prices, Kentucky bagging would always command 
& preference in the Southern n:arket, as long as the 
usually good article from that Siate was prodiced. 
| Toast year, in consequence ‘of rivalry, an inferior 
. article-was produéed, and the interests of the Ken- 
> tucky bagzing manufacturers suffered; -becanse 
: hey could not, as usual, command the pref- 
© erence in the market. 


He stated that, in the neighbood cf Lreuisville, 
‘the old mode of spinning and weavicg by hand had 
been superseded by machinery on an extensive 
scale. ‘The redacted price in the Southern market 
is the effect ef this €ompeiition at home between 
machine labor aad band labor, and not from com- 
petition with the foreign artic'e. The returns for 
1839 show that the price of Scotch bagging, at the 
place of manufacture, was twelve and a half cents; 
of English bagging, thirteen cents; and of Russian, 
fourteen‘cents—the article being better-than the 
“Scotch or English. If to these be added the charges 
of isipdttation, the foreign article. cannot now, 
even’ iffree of duty, compete with Kentucky bag- 
ging, manufactured by machinery, at a cost not 
exceeding ‘two: or three cents a yard, so long as 
the latter article maintains its quality, and thereby 
ecmoands the market. Kentucky bagging, manu- 
factured by machinery, can now be sold atten 
cen's a yard, and leave as much profit to ihe capi- 
talist as fifteen or sixteen cents for the article man- 
ufaciured by'hand tabor. Iris evident that, ina 
year or: two, the Kentucky manufacturers can, 
Without any proiection, command the whole mar- 
ket. Butif, by mistaken legislation, a duty on the 
foreign avticle is iin posed which will pat compeil- 
tion cut of ihe’ question, the cupidity of the manu- 
faciurers will be so stimulated, that the conen- 
planters; in self defences, wi'l be driven to the neces. 
auty of adopting expedients which will ruia the 
Kentacky manufacturers. 

Mr. CALHOUN observe! that, judging by the 
statements so ably made bv the Senator from 
Alabama, Kentucky bagging, by the improvements 
in mathriery, cen now be made and offered in the 
marke: for tn.ce.ts per yard. Herce, then, it 
was cikar Uat even a duty of three cens per 
sqaareyard.cn ike foreign article would amount 
tu a totalpruintiion:: and would s.: produce ere 
cent of revenue. He submitted to ine Senate, 


he. 
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“if the ‘Kentucky bagging canbe made for 10-cents, 


‘and. the foreign articie cannot. be made for less 
‘than 124 cents, (to which the cost of import must. 
be added)—wheiher it was reasonable to suppose 
that a single yard of the foreign article would be 
brought into markef, Did: not every one see that, 


_instead of the sum estimated by the Secretary of. 


the Treasury to be derived from bagging for rev- 
enue, ibere would not be one cent of revenue ac- 
cruing to the treasury, even at ibree cenis per 
square yard duty? 

Mr. MOREHEAD had not changed his opinions, 
nor. wese they likely to be changed by the observa- 
tions of the Senator from -Soath Carolina, that 
three cents duty would be prohibitory, and produce 
no reyesue; or of the Senator from Alabama, tbat 
he was willing to protect the home manufactures, 
provided it. could be done without isterfering with 
revenue, He could teil both Senators they were 
mistaken; and that neither three cents nor five cents 
would give adequate. protection to the Kentucky 
manufacturers. 

Mr. EVANS observed that this article of bag- 
ging had given infiniie trouble before, and seemed 
to promise more now. He hoped no more time 
would be lost on i Three whole days had been 
consumed in discussion on the subject when ihe bill 
was up on a former oceation. Nothisg new could 
be elicited by debate. He hoped the question would 
be at once taken on the amendment, ‘Fhe com- 
mittee had recommended four cents us a compro- 
mise, which all pariics, ke thought, ought to be 
satisfied with. 

The question was then taken on Kir. WALKER’'S 
motion io substiiute 3 cents for 4, and negatived. 

Mr. WALKER then moved to substitute 34 
cents per yard, and on this he called the ycas and 
nays. 

The rate he now proposed was reported by the 
Finance Committee, when the bill was last before 
the Senate. J was the rate imposed by the act of 
1832; and, ander the compromise act, it continued 
to fall, lit reached 2 9-10 cents. 

The yeas and nays were then ordered. 

Afier a few remarks from Messrs. EVANS, 
SIMMONS, BENTON, CRITTENDEN, CAL- 
HOUN, WALKER, LINN, BUCHANAN, and 
SEVIER— 

The question was taken on Mr. WALKERS 
amendment, to substitute 34 cents for 4 and result- 
ed in the affirmative—yeas 25, nays 22, as fol- 
lows: 


YEAS-—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Bagby, Benton, Berrien, 
Buchanan, Calhoun, Cuthbert. Fulton, Graham, Henderson, 
King, Linn, Mangum, Merrick, Preston, Rives, Sevier, Smith 
of Connecticut, Tappan, Walker, Wiliams, Woodbury, 
Wright, and Young-—25, r 

NAYS—Messrs. “Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choats, Cla yton, 
Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Huntington. iler, 
Morehead, Phelps, Porter, simmons, "Smith of Indiana, 
Sprague, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, White, and Woodbridge —22. 


The amendment as amended was then adopted. 

The next amendment was to chiifge the rate of 
duty on iron in bars and bolts, not manufactured 
ia whole or in part by rollicg, from $17 to $16 
per ton. 

Mr. MILLER argued, at some length, that the 
duty of $17 per ton on this kind of iron was as low 
as-it oughi to be, Instead of being a protective 
duty, it was not 20 percent on the foreign article. 
Twenty: per ceni. would give $18 20; yet Ihe con- 
mittee hed recommended aredaction to $16 Fe 
trasted the Serate would reject the propcsed amend 
ment i 

Mr. WILLIAMS observed that the Senaior from 

New Jersey was not salistied wih tre redaction 
proposed by the Committee on Finance. Weither 
isfied wiih i: he would, therefore, move 
itate 815 for $16 ‘The shipping interests 
of Maine were deeply interested in this subject. 
He believed the foreign article cost abrcad $25 yer 
tou. A daty of $15 would, even after adding the 
charges to the foreign price, be at least 50 orr 
cent —a vey high duty. “fhe shipping inter 
were already severely burdened by hich duties on 


hemp, enidage. cooper, stecl, tron. &e. 
Mr. EVANS cbserved ibat his. ecloazne wes 
entirely misaken The price cf this article in 


London was £17 per ten. The proposed duty of 
$17 per ton is less than 20 percent. It is among 


True, the Siate of Maine was largely concerned -in- 


the duties on iron, steel, copper, hemp, and cordage; 
but, in a great measure of revenue like this, it was: _ 


impossible to look with a single eye to the effects 
it would have onan individual Siate. He believed, 
however, that those most :nterested in the shipping 
trade did. nol complain ef these duties... They 
looked to the imprcvement of trade from the im- 
provement of the condition of the country. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. conceiving his colleague’s in- 
formatien on this subject more likely to be correct 
then his own, wonld say that if it should appear 
that the duty would not exceed 30 per cent., he 
would withdraw. bis amendment. 

Mr. SIMMONS stated, from a Jetterin his hand, 
that ihe price of Swedish iron in 1834 was $84 per 
ten—inereasing yearly to $100, and coming back 
to $80 in 1842. He read trom this Jetter an opin- 
ion that a redee jon of two or three dollars a ton 
in the duty would only bave the effect of raising 
the fore'gn price. 

Mr. WOODBURY observed that it was trae the 
foreign iron, after paying the eost, charges, and 
duty, was, af an average, over $60 per ton. But 
the average of recent vears was under 850, Every 
one could see that 816 per ton duly would exceed 
Q5 per cent. on the average value now. 

Mr. SIMMONS observed that be understood the 
Senator from Maine (Mr. Wiitiams] had said, if 
the enty did sot exceed 30 per cent, be would be 
salisGed with it.. Now, he would assure the Sena- 
tor that $18 ton duty would not be 30 per 
cent. 

Bir, WILLIAMS said he had withdrawn his 
amendment. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said it would become his 
imperative duty at some stage of this debate to say 
a few words in relation to the duty upon iron; and, 
perhaps, there would not be a beter time to do so 
than at prevent. His own State was deeply inter- 
ested in the manufacture of this:srticle; and yet, if 
he knew himself, he did not desire one cent more 
of duty than to enable the manufacturers to live. 
He desired only a revenue duty, with the incidental 
protection which that duty would afford. The du- 
ties vpon bar iron in the years 1839 and. 1840 
produced upwards of two millions ot dollars per 
annum. ‘I'he rate of duty here proposed, then, he 
was convinced, would not prevent the importation 
of the article. If the Senator from Maine bag 
mzde his proposition for a reduction. upon the next 
article, it would have been much more reasonable. 
A duty of $17 a ton would not come up to the 
standard of his friend from Arkansas--pamely, 25 
percent. Bat, as to the condition ef his own 


State, with which he desired the Senate to be ac- 


quainted: After the late war, when the manu‘ac- 
factures of the country were in a depressed condi- 
tion, acd at a time when patriotism was alive, and 
ii was considered necessary, in the Janguage of 
President Jackson, to protect the iron manufactur- 
ing interest—for our protection in war, as well as 
independence in time of peace—aduty of $30 a 
ton was imposed on rolled iron. The effect of this 
high rate of duty had been to enable the State of 
Pennsylvania to produce between twenty-one and 
twenty-two millions of dollars of iron manufac- 
tures per annum more, he believed, than ae valve 
of all the cotton produced in gay cne Stat 

From all the information that he coukl obtain, 
a oity less than $24 or 425 aion would destroy 
nearly all the furnaces in the State of Pennsyl- 
vania. Did any Senator desire tbe cecurrence of 
such an even:? Phat vastinterest—which had becn 
faked vp, noi at the suggesiiin of the manuface 


(hers by yen? own Jaw—waeld be desiroyed, 
and the den ad forthe freien ardele would be 
inercased, and conseguen the price would be 


increased at feast 33} per cent. For the manu- 
facturers themseives, he cared very litle; they 
were re ali of ‘hem oapesed to him in pol'ties, 
ja hgh, jand he had no fellow-feeling with them, 
tzéept ee far ag their support would benefit the 
couaty. Butthe real condificn of the State of 
Pepnsy}vania was, that the farnaces furnisbed an 
extensive market for agricultnral productions of 
the neighborhood; an immense number of’ poor 
persons were employed ‘about the work, and:they 


the very lowest of duties imposed by this bill. jj were almost entirely disqualified from any-other 
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$ business. His beart withered at “the. idea of the | ‘imported inio the United. States thall be equally |] di-astrous event. The oecupation of the ocean 
distress that would be. produced throughout. that entitled, with other importations, to the drawback by the steamships of Great Britain was favorable 
-ipart of the country by the cessation of the opera- of duties paid, cn being exported thence, and upon to her grand etject of exiending her empire, and 


. tion, of. those iron manufactories.. He considered satisfactory proof being adduced, cosformably to making ali otber countries tributary to her. 
$17 a ton as not ty any means too high a rate; regulations to be prescribed by the Secretary of the Mr WILLIAMS said the simple question. was, 
jin fact, it wouid not come up to thestandard of his |] Treasury, that the coal so exported, if. not landed whether the effect of-this amendment would not be 
, friend from Ackansas; and he believed even the gen- abroad, was not relanded in the United States, but |]. lo encourage. foreign steem-navigation, and. dis- 
tleman from South Carolina himself, who had ex- was consumed on board the vessel in which it was courage our own; as well asto diminish the carry- 
` pressed his entire approba‘ion of the former daty,and so exported, upon the voyage of exportation, be- ing trade of our ordinary carrying vessels. | 
had derived extensive popularity from that cireum- fore arriving at the foreign port of exportation.” The yeas and nays being called for and ordered, 
Stance, would net offer any. oppositicn now to the ‘Mr. BUCHANAN was sorry that he was again the question was taken on the- adoption of the 
rate proposed. He (Mr. B.) was willing that it compelied to address the Senate. This very prop- amendment, and resulted in the negative--yeas 6, 
should be reduced $5 lower than it was in 1816. || osition had been brought before the Senate cua || Rays 32, as follows: 
‘He was willing to adopt the recommendation of former oceasion, and debated fora wholeday by the YEAS—Messts. Berrien, Evans, Graham, Porter, Smith of 
othe Committee on ee in regard 10 pig Sexator from New York and himself; andit was then Indiana, and Wright—6. Ga aaa ae 
aron; but in respect to hammered iron, there was condemned by a large majority. In the House it Messrs. en, Archer, Bates, Bayard, Benton, 
- less reason for reduction than there was in regard was condemned by a large majority; and now it A ee aE EE e Kae Sai 
tọ any article upon which duty was to be levied. met them again in this bill. He desired to say a || Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Rives, Sevier, Simmons, Sprague, 
. o Mr. WOODBURY observed that, by mixing up few words upon it. Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Tappan, Walker, Williarss, Woodbridge, 
"these two kinds of iron—rolled and hammered— Tbe amendment provides that all foreign coal sul el Fi 
some difficully was proanced. The duty of 1816 imported into this country shall he entitled. with The rext amendment was to change the duty on 
was $9 per ton oy bammered iron, and on rolied other imporiations, to a drawback. Now, (con- watches and watch materials, from 20 per cent. to 
‘iron $30 per ton, He pointed out the reductions of tinued Mr. B.,) there j ; imi. 74% per cent. 
price since that period. Fhe price of rolled iron Laie ee nee undr simi Mr. EVANS moved to amend the amendment, 
now, in Engiand, does net exceed ore cent per || In all cases, you have to produce to the collector by making chronometers subject 10.20 per cent. ad ` 
pound; hence the duties cf 1816, on the prices of || of customs a certiñeate of the relanding in a for- || Valorem; which was asreed to. 
that day, would be no rule tor the same duties, or eign couniry, attested by the consul; but here for The question then being on the amendment as 
anything like them, on the present prices—so much the first time, you introduce the principle that an amended, to change the duty on watches and watch 
pale the price reduced by improvements in ma- article consumed on board the sbip is entitled to materials; Mom 20 per cent. ad valorem to 74 per 
coinery. drawback. What will be s ? s cent. ad valorem — 
Mr. BUCHANAN asked, if hammered iron be eign ter. pork, salt, AAE N eee Mr. MILLER argued that the revenue was not 
$54 per ton, what addition for home valuation the || for consumption on board vessels, will be entitled || ‘itinished by a sufficiently high duty on those ar- 
Sen»ətor from New Hampshire would make? to drawback; and on w i ticles. j 
Mr. WOODBURY said he would add ten per evidence of the TE af ea upon ue Mr. EVANS pointed out the necessity of redu- 
cet. on the foreign invoice. crew. He would ask why should Maryland and cing the duty toa rate at which smuggling would 
Mr. BUCHANAN observed that he thought the Pennsylvania coal be pul ia a worse condition than be prevented. . , 
Senator had reported, when Secretary of the Treas- articles produced by other States; and in favor of Mr. SIMMONS suggested 10 per cent. 
ury, from 10 to 20 per cent. for the home valua- whom? Of the large steam-navigation companies, Mr. EVANS feared ne revenue at all would be 1 
tion; and that, added to the invoice price, would the stock of which is held by foreigners. He de- obtained zt a higher raro than 72 per cent, 
mot make the duty 25 per cent. sired that they should have all the advantages they The amendment was adopted. ‘ 
After a few explanatory remarks as to the home were entitled to, but he would not place them in a The next was to reduce the duty on diamonds 
waluation, from Messrs. WOODBURY, BUCHAN- || better condition than our own citizens. from 12% to 7 per cent.; which was adopted. 
AN, CALHOUN, MILLER, and HUNTING- || Me. EVANS observed that the drawback on ||, Tbe next was to reduce the duty on pearls, pré- 
TON— coal imported, and to be reshipped, was for the ac- || Cres stones, &c., from 20 per cent. to 7 per cent.; 


Mr. BUCHANAN called for the yeas and nays; || commodation of steamships. It is not imported MTs eat aca was to insert, among the 
which were ordered. for consumption, and does not compcte with Amer- abi : ‘ 
Th tion’ was then tak the amend ; ga 3 i taw sugars subject to a duty of two cents and a 
e quesilon was then taken on the amendment ican coal. ‘The effect of not allowing this draw- “ » whi 
f the F ie; ittee bsti 16 for $17 i ; 5 half per pound, “brown clayed svgars;” which 
of the Finance Committee to substitute $16 for $ back would be either to force steamships to over- suears, advanced beyond the raw state, but not ree 
per ton on bar iron, &c., and resulted in the nega- load themselves with a sufficient quantity of coal Sugars, advances beyond i > 


live—yeas 21, nays 22, as follows: to bring them here and take them back, or to go fined; are to be ee to four centa duty—refined 
YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Bagby, Benton, Berrien, to Halifax for their suppiy. It was the policy of sugars being subject to six cents, 
Calhoun, Cuthbert, Fulton, Graham, Henderson, King, Linn, o lightened t Mr. CONRAD hoped the amendment would not 
Preston, Rives, Smit of Connecticut, Tappan, Walker, Wil-- every enghtened country to encourage steam nav- : ded at siderable } h 
liams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—21, igation. Tass country would be benefited by the prevail. He proceeded at considerable length to 
NAYS—Messrs, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Buchanan, Choate, extension of this intercourse. show ‘the effect it would have upon the domestic 
Te Wier, Motehena, Porter, Rimmon, Grnith of Indians, Mr, MERRICK maintained the necessity of j| interests vested in sugar plantations. | Efe proposed 
Sprague, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, and White—22. affording every encouragement and protection to ee strike out in the eighth er ate rom une five to 
The next amendment was io change the prq- || tbe domestic coal of this country, by inducing its lire toutions ite Na ay Sr ar 
posed duty of $27 50 per ton on rolled bar iron- ty j| Consumption by steam navigating vessels, p E CRAIR ‘d mee s 1d oes ORG EY 
$24. Mr. WRIGHT observed that the policy of im- ne ANS ok RANTA She a 
Mr. EVANS moved to amend the amendment, || Pesieg duties at all was confined to such articles _ Mr. ma a ae mar eS a was:on 
by substituting $25 for $24. “|i as were designed for consumption within the coun- EEn Financ ne Wiles yt ea ae 
On this motion the yeas and nays were called, || try. And drawbacks were allowed only on such ee Nange OENES 2. emendment. WAS 
and ordered. articles as were re-exported. This was the gen- || adopted. a ai a5 
The ques'ion was then taken, and resulted in the || eral policy. Fhe proof of re-exportation was to the rata ae rae var in: poge ri in the fifth 
affrmative—yeas 23, nays 22, as follows: be derived from the fact cof landing them ina for- paragrap oi the eisi ia section, Waea enumerates 
. , eign country, certified by the consul, or else the foreign liquors subject to specific duties; to strike 
oXEAS Mom dachen Barrow Tate Berge Buchanan, || Spicer of eastems, The simple question was, did || Out all that part rclaung to foreiga wines, and in- 
Huntington, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Simmons, they desire to encourage navigation? sert in Hen thereof the following: 
Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Sturgeon, ‘:allmadge, and White Mr. HUNTINGTON was opposed to the “On Madeira, sherry, San Lucar, and Canary wines, in casks 


— 23, 


s or bottles, six cents per gallon; ou Champagne wines, forty 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Berrien, Calhoun, 


amendment, because he did not consider the in- cents per gallon; on port, Burgundy, and claret wines, in bottles, 


Cuthbert, Fulton, Graham, Henderson, King, Linn, Preston, terests cf the country warranted i. thirty-five cents per gallon; on portand Burgundy wines, in Y 
Rives, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Tappan, Walker, Wil- hr. WALKER was oprosed to this amendment. casks, fifteen cents per galicn; on Tenerifit wines, in casks or 
liams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—22. =; rapes F sie A z bottles, twenty cents per gallon; on Claret wines, in casks, six 
3 2 = is 7 P The whole amean! and efect of t was to give a cent r galion; on the white wines not enumerated, of France, 
The ques'ion reeurrea coh ine amencment as bounty to the great steam navigating companies Avstria, Pru , and Sardinia, and of Portugal and its posses- 
amended; and it was adopted. of Bri in, to the discouragement cf American sions, in cas seven and a half cents per gallon; on the red 


wines not enumerated, of France, Au » Prussia, Sardinia, 
and Portugal, and its possessi: ns, in cash x cents per gallon; on 
the white and red wises of Spain, Germany. and the Mediter- 
ranean, not enumerated, in casks, twelve and a half cents per 
geilon; on Sicily, eira, or Marsala wines, incasks or botues, 
twenty. five cents per gallon; on other wines of Sicily, in caske 
or bottles, fifteen per gallo; en all other wines, not enus 
nierated, and t au those of France, Austria, Prussia, and 
Sardinia, and of Portugal and its possessions, whens in bottles, 


The next ameniment was of a verbal nature— 
adding the words “end permanently” and “Lor 
use” in the provizion relative to railroad ren jaid 
down; which was adspted. 

Toe next wasa change of the duty oa iron in 
pigs from $10 io $9; which was edopied. 

The next was io sirike out plates or sheeis of 


navigators. if i were confined to American steam- 
əbips. to aduce them to navigate the oecan, there 
ough! to be some reason for it, Te was certainly 
epposed to any amendment of that deseripien. Tt 

“a t9 epecurege foreigners to 
a depo: for a fore gn commodity, to be 
smed by them duty 2b i 


i A p E g sixty-five cents per gallon; when in casks, twenty-five cents per 
` copper and pateni sheathing for shipping from the jore jean shipping in- galion.” 

_dutiable articles subject to two cenis per lo. duty; teess. Mr. SVANS stated that this amenásent was in 

“which was adopted. Mr, ALLEN oppesed the amendmentvon the eonformity to the recommendation of the Sreretary 
"Phe next amendment was after ihe tenth para- ground of its being an encoursgement to furcign cf the Preasury, The cutis on the high-priced 
-graph of the 4h rection, viz: “en coal, gl 75 e mpetinon at the expense of domestic inizrests. wines would ke sbout ibe fame as thote proposed 
per ton; cn coke, or culm of coal, five cents per When he bad heard of ihe first. British steamthip by the House. But a considerable reduction was 
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bushel,” ‘to-iasert, “Provided, That all foreign coal coming to this country, ke looked upon it as mads in the duties on low-priced wines. $'The 
8 to | J; p a P e £ 


t 


S é committee had also taken into account the relations 
“of ibis country with foreign countries by treaties. 


The amendment was adopted. - 
Fhe next amendment was toinsert among free 


= articles the word “linseed.” 


‘eent: duty at present. 


to be negatived, he would 
-von the subject: 


“Mr. CHOATE believed it was subject. to 20 per 
That, he admitted, was too 
high. If the Senator would allow this amendment 
submit an amendment 


Mr. EVANS assenting— l 
““Phe amendment was rejected, f 

The next amendment was, to insert, at the end of 
the- section, among free articles, “tea and coffee.” 


Mr. EVANS explained that the object was to- 


change the phraseology of the exemption as made 
by the. House. : The Finance Committee wished 


“simply to make those articles free when imported 


from the countries ef their growth in American 
vessels. Hfe proposed to amend the amendment 
by adding, “when imported from the place of ther 
growth in American vessels.” 

After a few remarks from Messrs. CRITTEN- 


DEN, KING, CALHOUN, and PRESTON, the 


amendment to the amendment was adopted. 
"Phe question then recurred on the amendment 
as amended. 7 

Mr. PRESTON called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. KING asked if it wasa substitute for the 
proposition of the House? 

Mr. EVANS observed that it was a change of 
the form merely, . It was to insert these artic'es 
among the fiee articles. As it came from the 


” House, tea is made free when it comes from be- 


yond the Cape of Good Hope, in American ves- 
sels; and coffee free, at all events.. The Senate 
amendment rendered the object more explicit. 

Mr. CALHOUN observed that, if revenue was 
the object of this bill, tea and coffee ought to be 
subject to a reasonable duty. He did not intend 
to vote for the bill; but he would certainly vote 


“against this amendment. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN asked how could the Sen- 
ator reconcile it to his consistency to vote against 
this amendment, after having, a few days ago, in 


. veighed so vehemently against depriving old ladies 


of the fifth cup of coffee? 

Mr. CALHOUN said the Senator was entirely 
mistaken; he had never said any such thing. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN observed that he was 
probably mistaken; it must have been the Senator 
beyond the Senator from South Carolina, [Mr, 
Wooprory.] 

‘The question then taken, and resulted in the af- 
firmative—-yeas 28, nays 15, as follows‘ 


YEAS—Messrs. Bates, Berrien, Buchanan, 
Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Daytou, Evans, Gra- 
ham, Huntington, Linn, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, 
Porter, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge. Walk- 
er, White, Williams, Woodbridge, and Woodbury—-28.” 

NAYS-—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Barrow, Ba yard, Benten 
Calhoun, Fulton, Henderson, King, Preston, Rives. Sevier, 
Smith of Connecticut, Tappan, and Young—15. , i 

The next amendment was to insert among the 


free articles copper and patent sheathing for ves- 
sels, 

Mr. SIMMONS thought there ought to be at 
least 10 per cent. duty on these articles. There were 
nine manufactories of copper sheathing in this 
country, four of which had lately to step, in conse- 
quence of the foreien competition, If there was 
any one article of manufacture which caught to be 
encouraged, it was this. 

Mr.. EVANS said this bill was already sufi- 
ciently onercus Gn the shipping interests of the 
country. Already every articl- that enters into the 
consumption of ship-builders, is heavily taxed. The 
result of taxing this sheathing would be to drive 
the whole business of sheathing ships to foreign 
countries. He did not think, for the sake of some 
four or five manufaccurers, the whole of the ship 
ping inieres's shruld be sacrificed. 


Choate, Clayton, 


ir, WOODBURY chserved that, if it was true’ 


that nine esiablishments bad grown up and fleur. 
ished during the lime that the foreizn article was 
admitted free, there could be ne possible necessity 
for giving them protection. 

Mr. CHOATE conceived it necessary to im- 
pose-a sufficient revenue duty on these articles. 
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Mr. WRIGHT referred to a letter he had in his 
hand, from Josiah Masey & Co., of the Society of 
Friends, stating that the manufacturers of copper 
sheathing had grown rich in competition with the 
foreign article; while duty-free. Tney express the 
opinion, unequivocaily, that if a duly is imposedon 
the foreign’ article, the effect will be that all ves- 
sels requiring to be new coppered or re coppered 
will go abroad to have it dene; and, at the same 
time, will have all the necessary repairs done 
abroad also. 


There was no very pressing solicitation expressed - 


by the few manufacturers of the article in this 
country for protection} while he and his colleague 
had received hundreds of letters from persons con- 
cerned in the shipping interests, remonstrating 
against any duty. While we talk of protecting 
American labor, Jet us inquire whether more of 
that labor is bestowed on mantfacturing sheathing 
copper, or on the shipping interests. If that inquiry 
be made, it will be found that the laborers on the 
latter are three to one. 

Mr. WOODBURY, in answer to the observa- 
tions. as to revenue, remarked that the revenue 
would be obtained in the treasury by the saving in 
expenditures for sheathing the vessels of our own 
navy. In thisitem alone, the savings would be 
considerable. 

Mr. SEMMONS observed that the effect of his 
proposition to impose 10 per cent. duty, was merely 
to counteract, by a cotintervailing duty, the recent 
change in the English tariff. He referred to a let- 
ter he had received from the manufacturers of 
American sheathing copper, stating that the most 
respectable shipping merchants of Boston, Provi- 
dence, and New York, were favorable to a duty 
on the foreign article. 

Mr WRIGHT called for the yeas and nays on 
the amendment, which were ordered. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
recommended by"the Committee on Finance, and 
resulted in the affirmative—yeas 26, nays 10, as 
follows: 

_ YEAS—Mesars. Allen, Archer, Bayard, Benton, Ber- 
rien, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clayton, Conrad, Cuthbert, 
Evans, Fulton, Graham, Henderson, King, Phelps, Preston, 
Rives, Smith of Connecticut, Tallmadge, Tappan, Walker, 
Witliame, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—26. 

NAYS—Messts. Bates, Choate, Crafts, Miller, Morehead, 
Porter, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, and Wood- 
bridge—10, 

The next amendment was one necessary in con- 
sequence of the transfer of the articles of “tea and 
coffee” to the free list. ; 


Mr. ALLEN calied for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. He explained that his ob- 
ject wasto place hls name on record, and correct 
an erroneous position in which it had been placed 
oo a former occasion, whereby it might be suap- 
posed he had voted against the freedom of tea and 
coffee from duty, 


Mr. KING had foreseen the inconsistency which 
would occur in consequence of the transfer. - This 
he explained. 

Mr. CALHOUN should vote against striking 


oul, because he was opposed to the novel principle, 


introduced by the Finance Committee. 

The question was then taken, and resulted in the 
affirmative—yeas 25, nays 12, as follows:, 

YEAS—Measrs. Archer, Barrow, Bayard, Berrien, Choate, 

tayton, Conrad, Crafis, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Graham, 
Huntington, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, 
Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, White, and 
Woodbridge—25. a 

NAYS—Messis. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, Cuth- 
bert, Fulion, King, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, 
Tappan, and Wright—12. i 

The nertamerdment was page 40, line 29, to strike 
out ail after the word “ forthwith.” [This portion 
of the biil was a revival of safeguards for the col- 
lection of duties on tea ] 

Mr, EVANS observed that this proviso revived 
all the reyenne guards relative to teas, when sab- 
ject to davies; but as they are now free, there is no 
necessity for these restrictions. 

After a short explanation from Mr. WOOD. 
BURY, the amendment was adopted. 

The next amendment was to change the term 
“one year,” to “three years,” as the limitation, af- 
ter jmportation of certain articles, to entitle the 
importers to drawbacks on exportation, 


Mr. .KING asked why the time should be ex- 


tended. 

Mr. EVANS explained that the object of the 
Committee on Finance was to restore the term to 
that of existing Jaws. 

Mr. WOODBURY showed that, to reduce the 
term from three years to one, would be a general re~ 
straint on commerce, and would act injuriously 
to our carrying trade, ; r 

Mr. KING expressed himself satisfied. 

.Mr. SEVIER would rather the term was limited 
to one month than one year, ; 

The amendment was adopted. 

The next amendment was in relation to the 
drawback on foreign sugar refined, to strike out “34 
cents per pound,” and insert “equal in amount to 
the duty paid on the foreign sugar from which it 
shall be manufactured; to be ascertained under 
such regulations as shall be prescribed by the Sec- 
retary ot the Treasury.” 

The amendment was adopted. 

The next amendment was in relation to ascer- 
taining the true value of imports for revenue, after 
“insurance,” to insert. ‘‘and including, in every 
case, a charge for commissions, at the usual 
rales;” and after “value,” to insert “at the port 
where the same may be entered;” which was 
adopted. aia 

The next amendment was in relation to the in- 
spection by appraisers, to strike out “forfeited,” 
and insert “liable to seizure and forfeiture on 
conviction thereof before any court of competent 
jurisdiction.” 

This amendment was adopted. 

The next amendment was to strike out the 27th, 
Q8tb, and 29th sections. 

Mr. EVANS explained that these sections were 
unnecessary, in consequence of the recent change 
in the fiseal year. , 

In this Mr. WOODBURY concurred. 

The amendment was. adopted; as also the next, 
to strike out the word “September,” and insert 
Tone. 

The whole of the amendments of the Finance 
Committee having been gone throngh— 

Mr. ALLEN moved to insert in the free list, af- 
ter the word “crude,” the word “salt.” 

On this motion the yeas and nays were demand- 
ed, and ordered. ` 

The question was then taken on the amendment 


to exempt salt ftom duty, and resulted in the nega-~ 


tive—yeas 17, nays 27, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Cuthbert, 
Fulton, King, Linn, Sevier, Smith of Cornecticut, Bmith of In- 
gana, Tappan, Walker, White, Williams, Woodbury, and 

oung—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, 
Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, 
Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Rives, Simmons, Sprague, Sturgeon, 
Tallmadge, and Wright—27. 


Mr, EVANS said that he understood it would 
be agreeable to many gentlemen not to proceed 
any further this evening, all the amendments of the 
commitiee having been disposed of; and in the hope 
and with the understanding that the bill would be | 
got throvgh with to-morrow, so that Congress 
could adjourn on Monday, he would move to ad- 
ourn. 

! Mr. MERRICK hoped the bill, as amended, 
would be printed. 

Several Senators thought that it was unneces- 
sary, and the motion was not pressed. 

The motion for adjournment, at the request of 
the Chair, was suspended for the purpose of. refer- 
ring bills from the House; several of which were 
read twice, and appropriately referred. 

The fortification bill was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

House bill entitled An act to change the time of 
holding the district court for the western distriet of 
Virginia, and for other purposes, was read the 
third time, and passed. i 

Oa motion of Mr. ARCHER, the bill was so 
altered as to read “An get to establish a court at 
Charlestown, in the Commonwealth of Virginia.” 

House bill entided An act making an appropri- 
ation for the. erecticn of a marine hospital at or 
near Ocracoke, North Carolina, was taken from 
the table, and read twice, with a view to reference; 
when Í 
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Mr, GRAHAM asked the indulgence of the 
: Benate to proceed to the consideration of the bill: 
at once. He then explained the importance-of es- 
tablishing a hospital at this point, where thirty-four 
Millions of property pass annually; and there was 
no’ gpspital, except an old warehouse, on those 
“waters. The appropriation- was only $10,000; 
which was limited as the whole amount to be ap- 

' plied to that object. í 

The CHAIR said, if there was no objection, the 
bill would then be considered, as in committee of 
the whole. 

_ Messrs. SEVIER and WHITE had no objec- 
tion to the passage of the bill, but were opposed to 
giving it preference over the bill providing for the 
erection of marine hospitals on the Western rivers 
and lakes—sites for which had’ been fixed upon, 
under a law of Congress, anda large expenditure 
of money had been made for the purpose. The 
chairman of the Committee on Commerce, nots 
withstanding this expenditure of money, and the 
passage of a Jaw of Congress authorizing the se- 
lection of sites, had reported adversely to the pas- 
sage of that bill, for the erection of the hospitals. 
They were for linking the fate of all those hospi- 
tals together; and hoped the consideration of this 
bill would be postponed till to-morrow, when both 
bills could be disposed of at the same time. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON said it was the opinion of 
the Committee on Commerce that the bil] for hos- 
pitals on the Western waters should not pass; and 
had instructed him to make the motion to lay the 
bill on the table. He would make that motion 
when thé bill came up. 

Mr. WALKER hoped the motion would not be 
made, until time had been given to diseuss the bill. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON said it would not. 

The bill was then laid over till to-morrow. 


THE PAY OF ABSENTEE MEMBERS OF 
CONGRESS. 


The joint resolution relating to the attendance of 
members of Congress, which had passed the House 
to-day, was taken up for the purpose of reference. 
The resolution provides that, from and after, the 
present session of Corgress, every member should, 
at the close of every session, on or before receiv- 
ing the balance due to him for pay and mileage, 
deliver to the Sergeant-at-arms an account, duly 
certified, of the number of days of such member's 
actual attendance in either House during such ses- 
sion, and the number of days which he had been de~ 
tained from such House by siczness; for which, 
on the closing of his account, he should be paid, 
and also for Sundays, and such days as either 
House should not have been in session ; but no 
member should receive compensation for any day 
of voluntary absence from the service of either 
House, when such House was in session. 

The resolution having been read, and the ques- 
tion being, Shall it be read the second time, witha 
view to reference? 

Mr. BARROW objected. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana demanded the yeas and 
nays on ordering it to a second reading; which 
were ordered, and, being taken, resulted in the neg- 
ative—yeas 19, nays 19, as follows: 

YEAS—Messra. Allen, Bates, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Crafts, Crittenden, Fulton, Graham, King, Morehead, Sevier, 
Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Tappan, Walker, 
Williams, Woodbury, and Young—19, 

NAYS—Messrs, Archer, Barrow, Bayard, Berrien, Choate, 
Clayton, Conrad, Dayton, Evans, Henderson, Linn, Mangum, 
Merrick, Miller, Phelps, Preston, Rives, Sprague, and Wright 

So the joint resolution was rejected. 

Mr. BARROW subsequently rose and said he 
was not in favor of killing tbis joint resolution in 
such an indirect way. The people could not un- 
derstand the manner in which it was done. He 
wanted to meet the resolutioa on its own merits, 
and to discuss it. He was epposed io the resolu- 
tion; but his object in objecting was not to reject it, 
bat to give Senators time to examine it ip all its 
bearings, He had no idea that any Senator de- 
sired to shrink from responsibility; and, therefore, 
moved to reconsider the vote rejecting the resolu- 
tion; which, the question bemg put, was carried in 
the affirmative. 

The. resolution was then ordered to a second 
reading. 


Engrossed bill entitled: An act providing for the 


Iowa, was read the third time and passed; and the 
title was so amended as to read “An act making 
appropriation for certain expenses in the erection 
of a penitentiary in the Territory of Iowa.” 

On motion, ` i 

The Senate then adjourned. 
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Tuurspay, August 25, 1842. 

Mr. FILLMORE observed that it was very ap- 
parent that they had but little time left to pass 
through with the business of the House, and he 
had, therefore, asked the Clerk to look at the cal- 
endar of the Senate bills, to see bow many of them 
could be disposed of. This had been done, and he 
had ascertained that there were ten of them lying 
on the table for a third reading, twenty-seven were 
in Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and twenty-six in Committee of the Whole 
House. Thirty one of these were private, and 
forty two were public acts. Now, as there was 
no hope of getting any House bills through the Sen- 
ate, unless of paramount public importance, he 
would suggest the propriety of taking up and act- 
ing on those Senate bills—disposing first of those 
ready for a third reading, and then of those in 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and in Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. BARNARD objected to the proposition, on 
the ground that it would interfere with his remedial 
justice bill, which was in the situation of unfinished 
business, 

Mr. FILLMORE observed that that bill was 
ineluded in his proposition. 

Mr. F. then observed that the fortification bill 
had been, after its third reading, laid on the table, 
onthe ground that no revenue was provided to 
meet the appropriations therein contained. As the 
House had since passed a revenue bill, he hoped 
the question on the motion for reconsideration 
would be now taken. 

Mr. STUART of Illinois moved to lay the mo- 
tion for reconsideration on the table; and the yeas 
and nays being ordered, the question was taken, 
resulting in yeas 60, nays 84, 

The question recurring on the reconsideration, 
it was taken, and carried. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved the previoas question 
on the passage of the bill; which was seconded. 

Mr. ARNOLD called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered; and, under the operation of 
the previous question, the bill was passed—yeas 
91, nays 90. 

COLT’S SUB-MARINE BATTERY. 

Mr. COWEN moved a reconsideration of the 
vote by which the joint resolution to authorize fur- 
ther experiments with Colt’s sub-marine battery, 
was yesterday laid on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WISE explained that there was a sufficient 
sum left of the sum appropriated in 1841, for ex- 
periments connected with the naval service, to ĉe- 
fray the. expense of the further experiments on a 
larger scale, which were now contemplated. And 
he read a leiter from the Secretary of the Navy, in 
which that gentleman expressed his satisfaction 
with the experiment which had been tried, but de- 
sired an expression of the opinion of Congress be- 
fore others were attempted. 

Mr. ADAMS opposed the passage of the resola- 
ton. We said the experiment would be but the 
throwing of so much money into the sea, and no 
such resolution ought to pass. He was as fully 
convineed that the system would be useless to the 
United States, as if one hundred years had passed; 
but if it could be made successful, he was oppcsed 
to blowiag up ships of war with sub-marine bat- 

s; if done at all, it should be done by fair 
wohest warfare. 

Mi. STANLY said, true, the experiment would 
be throwing of money into the sea, but it would be 
thrown there for a most invaluable purpcese. He 
thee showed thet the late Mr. Southard, and other 
distinguished gentlemen who had been ecnnected 
with the Navy Department, approved of these ex- 


perimenis. But further: no appropriation would 
be required. The money was already appropriated; 


completion of the penitentiary in the Territory of. 


and if not “thrown into the sea” for this, would be 
thrown there for some less important purpose. 
Mr. AYCRIGG made some observations which 


“were wholly inaudible at the reporter’s desk.: 


Afer some other brief observations from other 


` gentlemen, the resolution was adopted—yeas 108, 


nays 51. 
POST ROAD BILL. 
The bill to establish certain post roads, which 
was acted upon in Committee of the Whole a few 
days since, was taken upon the motion of Mr. 


: HOPKINS, and the House concurred in the 


amendments of the Committee of the Whole. 

After some debate respecting an office at the 
Theological Seminary, in the neighborhood of 
Alexandria, in which Messrs. SMITE and POW- 
ELL took part, the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed, and was read a third time and passed. 

The business of the morning hour was then an- 
nounced to be in order. f 

Mr. ATHERTON submitted the following res- 
olution: 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be in- 
structed to report a bill limiting the rate of discount at which 
the lean now authorized by law shall be negotiated; and au- 
thorizing the issue of treasury notes, to supply the wants of 
the Goverhment, in lieu of so mush of said loan as cannot be 
thus negotiated, 


Objections were made, and Mr. ATHERTON 
moved a suspension of the rules; on which the 
yeas and navs were ordered, and resulted as fol- 
lows—yeas 75, nays 77. 

Mr. GENTRY, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill to repeal the proviso in the 
Gth section of the act entitled “An act to appro- 
priate the proceeds of the sales of the public lands, 
and to grant pre-emption rights to actual settlers.” 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi rose to a point 
of order. The Committee on Public Lands, he 
said, had no power to originate that bill. The sub- 
ject had never been refer:ed to them by the House; 
andhe knew of no petition, resolution, or order of 
the House, referring the stbject to them, and in- 
structing them to act on it, or on any measure per- 
taining to the public lands. 

Mr. GENTRY said that he would answer the 
gentleman’s point of order. The whole questi: n of 
the public lands was in the hands‘of the Committee 
en Public Lands; and they had the power to origi- 
nate any measure in relation to them. 

Again: the original bill, which provided for the 
distribution of the proceeds of the public lands, 
came from that commiitee. 

Mr. WISE would inquire of the gentleman 
when the committee adopted this report? 

Mr. GENTRY said it was adopted this morning. . 

Mr. WISE further inquired whether a quorum 
was present when the committee adopted the re- 

ort? 

Mr. GENTRY could respond to this inquiry; 
but he preferred that the response should be made 
by the gentleman from Mississippi, (Mr. J. Trome- 
SON. 

Mr. THOMPSON said he would state the facts; 
and the Speaker and the gentleman from Virginia 
might decide the fact as to a quorum or not. This 
is not the regular day for the meeting of the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. On yesterday, the gentleman 
from Tenuessee requested him to attend a special 
meeting of the commitiee this morning. To this 
he readily assented, having some business on 
which he was anxious to have the action of the 
committee. This morning, he was unavoidably 
detained at his lodging till near the hour of the ses- 
sion ef this Flouse When be came io this hall,a 
note wes handed bim from the gen Jeman from 
Tennessee, [Mr. Gentry,] again requesting his at- 
tendance ai the committee room. Asa favor to 
him, supposing he had some business of particular 
iaierest to himself, he went immediately to the 
rcom, and found four members present, and that 
he (Mr. 'T.) was necessary to form a quorum. The 
chairman annouseed, on bis arrival, that a quorum 
was now in attendance; and the gentleman from 
Michigan [Mr. Howard) proceeded to read the 
bill just reporied. He (Mr. T ) protested against 
tke bill, on the ground that no petition, resolution, 
or any order whatever of the House, had broaght 
this matter tefore the committee; and that the com- 
miitee were incapable of originating any measure: 


; vand he proposed to postpone the consideration ‘of 
`” the, measure. -Though the subject bad been sad- 
dently sprung upon him, the whole matter bore the 
“appearance. of . preconcerted. arrangement; and it 
„was due to the other, members of ibe commiltee, 
-andhe large minority of the House who were op- 
posed to this bill, to proceed with some little delib- 
eration upon it. os o> a 
The’ discussion rostered. for some minutes, 
nd the Chairman [Mr. Casey] said he doubted the 
ower of the commiltce to act on this subject, and, 
“ Athat’he was wholly opposed to it on the grounds of 
“expediency; and, besides; the House had then been: 
„iq session more than ten minutes. -All of us. know 
“thatthe commitices have to right to sit during the 
“session of this House, without permission. When 
“the chairman announced: the faét ihat ibe H: use 
‘was then, in session, it was his duty to attend the 
| service of this House. And when he (Mr. T.) 
, found there’ was no disposition on the part of the 
majority of the committee to postpone the ques- 
‘tion, after hé had assured them that the propo- 
sition was unexpected—aiter he had” asked a 
“delay of. only twenty-four hours, and no. spirit 
„of ‘acccmmodation, whatever was showni—before 
any vote was taken on the adoption of the bill, and 
before ‘the chairman had put the question to 
postpsne, he (Myr.THompson). arose and bade them 
dieu; saying, the only course left him was to 
_leave the committee without a quorum. The rules 
of this House made it his duty to attend here.* But 
he assured the commitiee and the House he had 
`, ho excited feeling on this subject. There was no 
perverseness—ho factious spirit on his part. After 
"Whe members of the committee came to the Hovse, 
he assured them of his willingness to attend a 
meeting of the commitiee at any time, when he 
had allowed him an opportunity of looking up his 
`; friends, and securing their aid on the committee. 
He would perform bis duty; and, when overruled, 
he would afford opportunity to the committee to 
effectuate any business legitimately before the 
committee. But as the matter now stands, there 
is surely no report ever adopted by a quorum of 
_that committee on this subject) These are the 
facts; and the House can decide upon them. 
Mr. WISE inquired of the gentleman from 
Mississippi if there was any question taken when 
he was present? 


Mr. THOMPSON of Miscissippi replied that no 
vole, and no acticn whatever, was bad while be 
was present. 

Mr. WISE then would inquire of the gentleman 
from Tennessee [Mr. Gentry] if there was a quo- 
ram present when the report was adopied. 

Mr. FILLMORE rose to a question of order, 
and was understood as objecting to the questiozs 
propounded by Mr. Wiss. 

Mr. WISE insisted that this was the proper time 
to settle the matter, The committee, or rather a 
mirority of it, had adopted a report, when no quo- 
rum was presen'; and he contended, as a point of 
order, that the Chair could not receive it. 

Mr. GENTRY was entirely willing. that the 
House should know all the facts. The gentleman 
‘from Mississippi had stated the facts correetly: but 
ic must also be stated that he was informed that the 
committee was prepared to pass the report; and, 
failiog to indeee them to pesipone it, he absented 
bim eli, with the kuowledge thai there would be 

oko qaormm present if be let the roem Under 
these circumstances, the comsmitice, determined not 
to have theic business cbstructed:- 6y a tingle mem- 
ber, adopted the report, ‘They were not willing, be 
said, to acquiesce ia the principle that 2 minoniy 
can defeat he. will of a majority in this manner, 
Sach a preetice was very disorganizing jn its ten- 
ity, aed would, if carried oul, obstruct the whole 
ess of legis: thon. 

Mr HOWARD wished to state the further fae, 
that, sefore the eman from Mississippi left che 
room, all the members of the cocimiies bad ez 
pressed tbeir views jn relation te the reperi—three 
of them in favor, and two against it. f 
io Mre WISE recapitulated the facts of the case, as 
agrecd on by Messrs, Promrson and GENTRY, and 

‘a:gued ibat they vitiated the proesediags of the 
eeramittee—firet, because the commitiee could 


“not sit and act without a quorum; and, secondly, ji 


x 
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_ (which point. he.did notinsist on,) because they: 
bad no right to sit and.act. while the House was in 
session, without.the leave of the House. 
port was not the report of the committee, but the. 
report only of four members out of nine cT it, 

Mr: G. DAVIS contended that this was noi a 
question of order for the Speaker to decide, but a 
question as to the reception of the- report, which the: 
House must decide for iself.. ~ 

Mr. WISE replied... 7 i 

After which, ihe SPEAKER decided that the 
question was on” the reception of the. report, and 
that it wust be decided by the House. 

Mr. McKENNAN contended, in answer to Mr. 
Wiss, that the question was no! one of order, and 
that the report was legitimately before the House. 
Tee committee, he said, had acted very properly 
in adopting the report after the gentleman from 
Mississippi left them. A quorum was present 
before the gentleman left them, and it was cut of 
the question to suppose that his going away could 
defeat their action. Such a principle, if sanciioned, 
would defeat all legislation. The fact of the gen- 
tleman’s going Away could not, in bis view, brezk 
up a quorum. 

Mr. WISE. Suppose four should have retired, 
instead of one. 


Mr. McKENNAN. That is a different ques- 
tion. When a quorum was present, consisting of 
five persons, he. meant that the retiring of one 
could not break up the quoram. 


Mr. ARNOLD said that, if the question was put 
in the committee-room while the gentleman from 
Mississippi was present, he held it that the report 
would have been a legitimate on°; but as the ques- 
tion was put after he left the room, he held that it 
was no report at all. The facts were not dis- 
puted by anybody; and he moved the previous 
question. 

The question was put on seccnding the call for 
the previous question; but a quorum not voting— 

Mr. ARNOLD called for tellers. 

Mr. WISE. Why, sir, we have made a decision, 
if the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. McKen- 
NAN] is right. We had a quorum present this 
morning. 

Tellers having been ordered, the vote was taken, 
and the second to the previous question was car- 
ried. 

The main question was then ordered, and put in 
the following form: “Shall this biil be received as 
the report of the Committee on Public Land-?” 

The yeas and nays having been ordered— 

Phe vote resulied as follows: yeas 91, nais 77. 
So the question of reception was determined in the 
affirmative. The biil was then read twice. 

Mr. J. G. FLOYD moved to lay tHe bill on the 
table. ‘Pe motion was negatived; and the bill 
was commitied to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union. 


NEW YORK CUSTOM-HOUSE. 


Mr. R. W. THOMPSON, chairman of the ce- 
lect committee, made a very voluminous report 
respecting the affairs of the New York eustom- 
house. He said he asked no legislation thereon. 

The report was laid cn the table, and ordered to 
be printed. 

PAY OF ABSENTEE MEMBERS QF CONGRESS, 

Mr. ADAMS offered. a resolution providing 
thal, ‘rom and after the present session of Con- 
gress, every yaex ber should, at the close of every 
sessicn, on or before receiving the balance due to 
him for pay aad mileage, deliver to the Sergeaut- 
at arms an eecount, duly certified, of the ramber 
of days of such members acinalatendanee in the 


House curipg such session, and the number of 
| days whieh bebad been cetained from the House 


by sickcess, for which, oa the closing of his ne- 
ani, he siould be paid, and aiso for Sundays 
uch dars as ihe Howse should not have be 
ressien; bul ro member should receive compene 
Hon for any day ef veluntery absence from 
rervige cf the Ucuse, when ihe House was in 
L sion, 


resolution, 
“Mr. ARNOLD also objected. i 
Mr.. ADAMS moved a suspension of -the rulez} 


Tae re- 


‘Mir GORDON objected tol the reception of the’ 


on whi¢h he called for the yeas and nays; and, 
being ordered, they resulted—yeas 119, nays..25; 
so the rules were suspended, eo 

Mr. ADAMS explained his motives fer offering 
this resolution. He said the principle on which- they 
received compensation was ‘“‘payment for services 
by ihe. day;” and on the. public buildings” when 
the workmen lost any days, their payment -was 
stopped. But in this House, on the contrary, mem- 
bers went away, without the leave of the House, 
and, after two or three months’ absence, came back 
and received their per diem allowance, as though 
they had been in attendance. The “ adoption 
of this resolution, he believed, would also correct 
the evil which existed, of being so often left with- 
outa quorn. — 

Mr. RAYNER submitted an amendment. ma- 
kirg the resolution a joint reeolution, end appli- 
cable both to the Senate and the House of Repre- 
sentatives, 

Mr. ARNOLD offered an amendment to reduce 
the pay of members, after the present session, from 
$8 to $6 per diem, and from $8 to $6 for every 20 | 
miles of travel, in going to, and returning from, 
Washington. . 

Mr. PEARCE said the members were not paid 
with uniformity, nor with regularity. Ef-pay fer 
services was intended, the present system would 
require alteration. It was knowa that their mile- 
age exceeded their travelling expenses; but: the 
present mileage was allowed, by which distant 
members were paid much more than members wbo 
reside near the seat of Government, as some com- 
pensation for the neglect to which their business 
must inevitably be subjected, by their inability to 
go home cccasionally to attend to it. If services, 
then, were only to be paid for, it would be neces- 
sary to make an alieration; and, therefore, he sub- 
milled an amendment to limit the “mileage” of 
members to their actual travelling expenses. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD made a few observations. 

Mr. SOLLERS opposed the resolution as. one 
that would inflict fagrant injustice. He said if it 
were passed, he must be kept here daiiy, or lose’ 
his pay; whereas, the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts would receive his mileage of $600 or $700, 
without, perhaps, goirg to Quincy at all between 
this and the next session of Congress. ; 

Mr. ADAMS asked how many days the gentle-. _ 
man from Maryland had attended the House du- 
ring the present session. < 

Mr. SOLLERS said he did not know; but if 
some other gentlemen had been absent too, it would 
have been both more economical and better for the 
country. 

Mr. ADAMS. The gentleman then gets paid 
for his absence. 

Mr. SOLLERS. And the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts. gets paid for bis mischief. 

Mr. R. W. THOMPSON moved to Jay the reso- 
lution on the table. 

Mr. ADAMS called for the yeas and nays, and 
they were ordered, and resulted as follows—yeas 
26, nays 113. ; 

Mr. HOLMES rose to a question of order; and 
his point was, that the Constitution required the 
compensation of members of Congress to be fixed 
by law; thatihere was a law fixing this compen- 
satior; and, tberefore, the resolution conflicting 
with that Jaw, was out of order. 

The SPEAKER overruled the point of order. 

‘The previcus question baving teen ordered— 

After some remarks from Messrs. KING, 
PEARCE, ARNOLD, and McKAY, 

The question was taken on Mr. ARNOLD'S 
amendment, and it wassrejected. 

The question. being taken on Mr. RAYNER'S 
amendment, it was carried—yeas 81, bays 63. 

Mr. EOPES moved to lay the resolution on the 
tab'e: rejected. 

Fhe question on ordesing the resolution to: avs C- 
std reading, as amended, was. taken and carried; 
ard, under the cperation of the previous question, 


-the resolution was ordered to he engroseed>for a 


third reading—yeas 134 pays iS. 

Phe resolution was then passed. 
REORGANIZATION OF THE NAVY DEPARTMENT. 
C“Phé House’ resolved itseifisto Commitied of the 
Whole, (Mr. J. R, Inaersont in ihe chair, pwnd 


proceeded with the consideration ‘of the bill for the | 


reorganization of the Navy Department, which 
was partially discussed on an antecedent-day. 
Mr. WISE addressed the committee in explana- 


tion.of the reform designed to be accomplished by . 


this: bill. 

On motion of Mr. BARNARD, the committee 
then rose, aud reported progress. 

On motion of Mr. CAMPBELL of South Caro- 
Jina, the Committee of the Whole House was dis- 
charged from the further consideration of bill No. 
497, to establish a port of delivery at Bucksville, 
South Carolina; and the bill being put on.its pas- 
sage, was read the third time, and. passed. 

The House then adjourned. 


Correction.~-By an accidental omission, a 
portion:of our House proceedings of yesterday is 
somewhat uninte'ligible. It was stated that the 
questions were taken on Mr. Biacn’s and Mr. C. 
Brows’s: amendments to the bill to regulate the 
pay of parsers in the navy,-without stating what 
those amendments were. They were as follows: 

Mr. Buack moved to strike out $3,500—tbe pay 
of pursers of the highest grade—and insert $1,750, 
which he advocated in some remarks. 

Mr, C. Brown: moved to amend the amend- 
ment, by making the salaries of the highest grade 
$2,500, instead of $3,000. Both these amendments 
were rejected. 


IN SENATE. 


FrinaY, August 26, 1842. 

On motion of Mr. RIVES, House bill entitled 
An act for the relief of William Willis, of Monroe 
county, Virginia, was taken up, and considered as 
in committee of the whole, reported to the Senate, 
read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. ARCHER, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported back, without amendment, the 
joint resolution authorizing further experiments 
of Colt’s sub-marine battery. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, 
reported back, without amendment, House bill 
making appropriations for fortifications. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the Senate took up 
for consideration, as in committee of the whole, 
House bill making an appropriation for the pur- 
chase of sites for marine hospitals on the Western 
and Sonthern rivers, and on the lakes. 

Mr. CALHOUN had no objection to establish 
marine hospitals, at any one of the places named 
in the bill, if necessary; but he would suggest that 
the Senate insert in the bill an amendment, making 
this a final appropriatioa. He adverted to the ten- 
dency to extravagance in all cases of appropriation 
by the Federal Government, unless some guard of 
the kind was placed over it, s 

Mr. HUNTINGTON spoke at some length 
against the bill—arguing that the department had 
never sanctioned the contracts made by the board 
which was appointed to survey and select the sites; 
to pay for which sites, provision was made in this 
bill. The bill which authorized the survey and 
purcbase of sites appropriated only $15,000 for 
that purpose, and the whole purchase was limited 
to that amount; but the board made contracts for 
sites calling for an appropriation of $44,500, di- 
retly in violation of the instructions of the Presi- 
dent, and in violation of the law. Mr. H. con- 
tended that, though the sites had been approved by 
the department, yet the contracts bad not been ap- 
proved. They would have been approved, if the 
board had not, in making them, exceeded the lim- 
its of the bill authorizing the selection of the sites. 

Messrs. TAPPAN, WALKER, WHITE, 
CRITTENDEN, and SEVIER, main‘ained that 
some of the contracts had been made for five years, 
and that the persons with whom the contracts were 
made had been kept out of their property, and 
the amount contracted to be paid for it, for that 
length of time. This they maintained was hard 
and unjust. They also argued tbat these contracts, 
as well as the sites, had been approved by the de- 
partment; and that, though the act which authorized 
the sites appropriated only $15,000 for that pur- 
pose; yet the power by.that act to purchase was 


comple ¢, though the amount was not sufficient for 


ibe ptitpgse contemplated. ` 


the bill.on the table. 
The question was put, and the motion was disa- 
greed to. a 


The bill was then reported to the Senate; ard on 


tLe question, Shall it be read the third time? 

„Mr. HUNTINGTON demanded the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered; and the question being 
pul, was carried in the affirmative--yeas 29 
nays 9. 

fhe bill 
passed. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the House bill ma- 
king appropriation for the erection of a marine 
hospital at or near Ocracoke, North Carolina, wes 
taken up, considered, read the third time, and 
passed. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN asked the Senate to take 
up the bill to regulate the taking of testimony in 
cases of contested elections, and for other pur- 
poses. A 

Mr. WRIGHT said it would be debated, if ta- 
ken up. 

Mr. EVANS objected to taking up the bill until 
the tariff bill was aisposed of. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN moved to postpone all 
other business, for the purpose of taking up the 
bill. 


was then read the third time, and 


The question was put, and decided in the nega- ; 


tive—ayes 15, noes 16. 3 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, the Senate proceed 
ed to the consideration of į 

THE TARIFF BILL. ka ; 

The bill to provide revenue f:om imports,zand 
to change and modify existing laws imposing du- 
ties on imports, and for other purposes, was taken 
up, as in committee of the whole, for further con- 
sideration; the amendments proposed by the Com- 
mittee on Finance having been disposed of yes- 
ierday. 

Mr. CHOATE moved to insert “linseed” among 
the ariicles subject to a duty of 5 percent. ad 
valorem. 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON moved to change the daty 
on sulphate of barytes, from 20 pez cent. ad valo- 
rem to 4 cent per pound, 

The amcndment was adopted. 

Mr. MERRICK moved to insert at the end of 
the bill an additional section, as follows: 

Anda be it further enacted, That whenever the President of 
the United States shall receive satisfactory evidence that the 
grain, flour, salted provisions, and unmanufactured tobacco, of 
the gruwth and production of the United States, exported from 
the United States, are admitted at a rate of duty not exceeding 
25 per cent. ad valorem, into the several ports of any European 
state or kingdom, he shall make proclamation thereof to the 
people of the United States, anıl thenceforward the dudes im- 
posed by this act upon all articles the growth and produce cf 
such state orkingdom so admitting such grain, flour, salted 
provisions, and manufactured tobacco, shall be reduced to the 
rate of 25 per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. EVANS hoped the Senate would not con- 
sent to adoptan amendment, the effeet cf which 
would be to allow any—perhaps the most incon- 
siderable—state of Europe to make a tariff for 
this country, to be extended to all other nations 
with which it has treaties of commerce. 

Mr. MERRICK denied that the amendment 
would have any such effect. 

Mr. EVANS insisted that it would. 

Mr. WALKER observed that, if a moderate 
duty for revenue alone were intended by this bill, 
Great Britain would be compelled to admit our 
productions at reduced duties. He was opposed 
to any arrangement by which great advantrges 
would be given to foreign nations, without any 
reciprocal practical advantage to this country. 
He suggested to the mover to inelude rice in the 
amendment. As to ihe article of tobacco, he did 
not believe that England would ever relinquish the 
duty on it, by which she derives $24,000 050 an- 
nually; and so compleie a monopoly does she 
make cf it, that she probibits the growth of the 
article in her own kingdom. 

Mr. EVANS read from the commercial treaty 
with Great Britain a proviso, that neither country 
should impose a higher rate of duty on the prodac- 
tions of the other, tban the same products of any 


į other nation are subject to cn importauon, 


Mr. HUNTINGTON then, in accordance with 
the recommendation of the committee, moved tolay. | 


Mr TAPPAN madea few” rem 


tinely heard; but understood to- be! in. favo of! 


some reciprocal arrangement by ‘which our 3 
cultural products mighr:find.a market abroad.: i5- 
Mr. MERRICK called for the yéas and-ray 
on his prop*sition;- which were ordered. : 300 

Mr. WRIGHT. would wilting!y. vote. fors th 


amendment, if the effect. of it would be merely to. 


produce a reciprocity with “nations adopting. the’. 


same hber] policy towards us. But if it would 
have the cffect pointed out. by the Senator from 


Maine, (which, he apprehended, would be the: 


case,) aS a necessary result of our treaties with 


other nations notso liberally disposed, he could not’ 


consrnt to the amendment. : 

Mr. BENTON said the proposition of the Sena- 
tor from Maryland (Mr. Merrick] was a’ large 
one, involving great consequences, and reviving a 
principle as old as the Government. Oar. Consti- 


tution contained two provisions on the subject. of | 


foreign commerce—one to lay daties on imports, 
for revenue; the other to regulate commerce with 
foreign nations. f 


ernment; the atter had ‘not been exeented at all. 
Mr. Madison attempted it in 1793, in his cele- 


brated resolutions of that day, which were defeat- 
Mr. Jefferson recom=" 


ed by the British interest. 
mended it in kis report on foreign commerce, when 
he was Secretary of State; and, acting on their 
suggestions, and endeavoring to give effect to an 
important clause in the Constitution, he (Mr. B.) 
a few years ago had digested an amendment, 
framed on Mr. Madison’s resolutions, and the 
study of the speeches and reports of that day, 
to establish the system of discrimination and reci» 
procity in trade with foreign nations: discriminating 
between nations, according to their treatment 
of our commerce, and reciprocity in the rates 
of duties. 
olutions was, that a discrimination of 10 per cent. 
in the duties shculd be made in favor of ihe com. 
merce of the nations which admitted our products 
on favorable terms; and that this principle, estab- 
lished by law, should be carried into effect by 
treaties. 
resolutions; and in the proposition which he offered 
a few years ago, this principle was sought to be es- 
tablished in the mode he proposed. His (Mr. B.’s) 
proposition was nct saccess'ul, although better 
matured than the proposition now offered by. the 
Serater from Maryland, or lately cffered by the 
Senatcr from Ohio, [Mr. Tapran:] he said better 
matured, without arrogating any merit to. him- 
self, except the merit of copying a great master 
—-for he only copied Mr. Madison. He was, of 
course, in favor of the general object of the 
amendment offered, but it was not in the ap- 
prepriate form, and could not be appropriately 
framed and guarded in any extemporaneous 
movement in this closing scene upen the pass- 
age of a revenue or tariff bill. It was a large 
subject, requirieg aseparate consideration in itsel’ 
a cunsideration requiring a view of our whole 
existing commerce, both foreign and domestic, 
and of all cur commercial treaties with foreign 
powers, A subject so large as this would re- 


| quire time for deliberation and for action; and 


we had time for neither new. It would also re- 
guire a separate consideration, and could be adopt- 
ed at any time, without being madea partof a 
tariff bill. It would do best in a bill by itself: he 
was, therefore, against deing anything on the sub- 
ject now, and taking it up by itself at the next 
sessioh. 

Mr. MERRICK modified his amendment, so as 
to limit its effect to reciprocity, by adding the fol- 
lowing: 

Taless, under the provisions of existing treaties, sald reduc- 
tions of duties wìll inure to the benefit of some ‘other foreign 
country not making the reciprocal reduction in its ports; and, 
in all such cases, the President is hereby requested to take the 
earliest means of terminating the obligations of any such treaty 
so conflicting with these principles of reciprocity. i 

Mr. EVANS observed that this matter of break- 
ing up commercial treaties by a me e proviso was 
one which the Senate should not sanction. It was 
too dangerous an experiment. 

After a few remarks from Messrs. HUNTING. 


1| - TON and WOODBURY, 


Tae principle of Mr. Madison’s res- | 


This was the principle of Mr. Madison’s _ 


The former of these powers had: 
been executed from the establishment of the Gov- 


9. 42 3 ‘ ; P 


“Phe. question. was taken on Mr, MekRICE’S 


amendment, and decided in the negative—yeas 6, . 


nays 29, as.follows: 


YeEaS~Messrs. Archer, Linn, Mangum, Merrick, Wood- 
‘pury, and Yourig—6. > = S e 
` NAYA Messrs, Bagby, Barrow, Bates, Benton, Berrien, 
Choate, Clayton, Confad, Crafts, Critenden, Dayton, Evans, 
Graham, Henderson, Huntington, “Miller, Morehead, Phelps, 


Porter; Preston, Simmons, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of In- < 


diana, Sprague, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Tappan, Williams, and 

Woodbridge—29..° ; 3 a 
Mr. MERRICK next moved to amend the bill, 

by limiting its duration to twelve months. > 
Mr. BENTON suggested to Mr. Merricr that 


the proper timeto offer this amendment would be” 


after the bi'l was reported back to the Senate. 

Mr. MERRICK agreed ‘to the suggestion, and 
withdrew. bis amendment. n : 

Mr. RIVES said hej was unfeignedly anxious 
that the Senate should agree upon something that 
would meet the concurrence of both branches of 
the, Legislature. If he thought any amendment 
would be made that would enable him to vote for 
the bill, he would forbear to press the proposition 
which he now offered for the ccnsideration of the 
Senate. But he thought it very evident, from the 
spirit which had been manifested, that this would 
not be the case; and he would therefore state, very 

briefly, the leading objections to the bill which he 
entertained. In the first place, it could net be 
characterized as a revenue measure. His firm 
conviction was, that it would not produce an in- 
crease of revenue. It was absolutely and emphati- 
cally a measure of protection, extending, in some 
particulars, to prohibition. 

This was the true character of the bill. In re- 
gard to many of the articles which enter most deeply 
into the consumption of the country—such, for 
example, as several descriptions of cotton and 
woollen goods, some of the manufactures of iron, 
hemp, &c.—-they were subjected to a duty of at least 
100 per cent, when the duties actually imposed 
were stripped of the disguise of minimums and 
specific rates in which they were ingeniously con- 
cealed; and :no one could suppose that, with a rate 
of duty lige that, it was possible that revenue could 
be collected. The amount of revenue would, in his 
opinion, be diminished rather than increased, and 
a fatal blow would be aimed at our commerce 
with countries. in which the products of our agri- 
culture, find valuable and now improving markets. 
He had another objection to the bill as it stood. It 
was supposed that they had made some little advance 
towards thé establishment of sound and stable prin- 
ciples of public policy. He did not mean to throw 
any odium upon the general policy which had been 
pursued; but, in his judgment, asad interruption 
had taken place to the reconcilement of the public 
mind, which the principles of the compromise act 
were calculated to produce, [i did not seem to 
him that this measure recognised, in any manner, 
the expediency of even keeping in view the princi- 
ples of the compromise. It went far beyond the 
rate of duty which existed under former tariffs. 
Not satisfied with otiterating every trace of the 
compromise of 1832, it went beyond the high tariff 
of 1828. 


If the general character of the measure could be 
reconciled to the interests aad sound policy of 
the country, he wouid be willing to sacrifice 
much in maiters of detail. But he confidently be- 
lieved thatit would prove as detrimental to those 
particular interests which it professed to subserve, 
as it would be adverse to the general interests 
of the country. These were ihe views he en- 
tertained; and ihey were not derived from bis own 
judgment alone. He had sought the light of ex- 
perience, by consulting practical men. Unless, 
then, some important change were inirodueed— 
and he had no reason to anticipate any such—he 
could notjustify himself to give his vote for the bill. 
This being the case, and being himse fanxious to 
terminate all doubis and uncertainty thatnow exist 
in reference to revenue, and, above all, to set the 
public mind at rest with regard to the vital ques- 
tion of legality in its collection, he (Mr. R.) was dis- 
posed to remit much cf his own particular cpinions, 
tor the sake of a fullreconcilement of the whole sub- 
ject. He would, therefore, most respectfully beg 
leave to propose, for the consideration of the Sen- 


ma 
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ate, a measure which, in some of its features, had 
already been. submitted (modified by himself, how- 


ever) to the consideration of the other. body of 


this Legislature. He. thought it would meet the 
real exigency of the case, and supply substantially 
the wants of the country. It was intended to rein- 
state the rates of duties as they existed under 
the compromise act in the years 1840 and 1841. 
This would leave, for the present, thi tariff at the 
point where it stood after tke deduction of fowr- 
tenths of the excess above 20 per cent., adjourn- 
ing to a furure consideration and adjusiment the 
reduction of the ‘remaining six tenths which have 
been crowded into the first six months of the pres- 
ent year by the compromise act. In addition to 
this, he proposed to lay a duty of 25 per cert. 
on the class of articles, previously free, which 
were. subjected to a duty of 20 per cent. Ry the 
revenue bill of the last session of Congress; and, 
at the same time, he deemed it necessary to-in- 
clude among dutiable articles, during the contin- 
uance of the present embarrassed condition of the 
public treasury, the articles of tea and coffee at the 
moderate rate of 20 per cent. 

His own opinion was, that, in the present state 
of the country, there was no obligation upon Con- 
gress, nor any wish of the people, to exempt tea 
and coffee from their due proportion of contribu- 
tion to the public necessities. He believed these 
articles were not, in any civilized country, exempt. 
They had in this country been a main source of 
revenue, and exempted from duty only when there 
was a superabundance of revenue; they were found 
to be more productive ef revenue than any one 
class of manufactures imported from abroad— 
except, perhaps, the single article of silk. What 
objection could there be against laying a moderate 
duty upon tea and coffee? They were no more 
necessaries of life than were sugar, molasses, salt, 
hats, shoes, and divers other articles, whicb, by 
general consent, are subjected to duty. By inclu- 
ding these articles, they would secure at once 
an additional revenne of at least three mil- 
lions of dollars. The average importation of 
them, it would be found by the tables annex- 
ed to the ‘report of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, amounted to fifteen millions of dollars worth 
annually; the revenue derived from which, at 20 
per cent., would be three millions. The Secretary 
of the Treasury proposed, by the duties recom- 
mended by him, to derive from these articles a 
revenue of four and a half millions of dollars. And 
he would ask if, under existing circumstances, 
there was anything that should induce them to re- 
ject this fruitful source of revenue? 


He thought every gentleman would agree that, 
as a revenue measure, the one he now proposed 
was preferable, in all respects, to the measure un- 
der consideration; and, ia regard to its bearings on 
the interests of domestic industry, he begged leave 
to invoke the high authority of the Committee on 
Manufactures of the other House, who, in their 
able report, bear testimony to the general pros- 
perity of American manufactures under the tariff 
of 1840 and 1841, and indicate the sudden and 
large reduction of six-tenths of the excess above 20 
per cent., which has been thrown upon tke present 
year, as the great grievance from which they ask 
to be relieved. He would not detain the Senate 
with a speech. He knew not what sentence his 
proposition would receive at the hands of the Sen- 
ate; but he desired, at all events, to have the 
opinion of the Senate expressed upon it. 


He hoped that gentlemen on all sides would see | 


in it, at least, a proof of the spirit of conciliation 
with which he was sincerely animated, and which 
the present condition of the country so impres- 
sively invoked. He was prepared to make a large 
sacrifice of his individual opinions on the altar of 
union and barmony in the public cause; and he 
had made that sacrifice freely in the proposition 
be submitted to the Senate, which went much be- 
yond the limit that his own judgment preferred. 


His fixed conviction was, that an average duty of | 


25 per centam on the foreign eost of imported 
commodities, (which he supposed to be the fair 
representative and equivalent of a 20 per cent. daty 
on home valualion,) would be found, in the end, to 
make the nearest approximation to the point in 


which revenue and protection. meet; and he much ` 


feared, whatever temporary measures might be © 


resorted to, no solid and permanent adjustment of ` 


this great subject would be arrived at, until a wise 7 


spirit of moderation shall be transfused from the 


sae 


calm and practical intelligence of the people into 


the bosem of the public councils. He repeated, 
however, that the proposition he now submitted 
went much beyond the limit which he had just 
indicated as. that which his own judgment pre- 


ferred, and- which he believed the sober judgment . 


of the country would ultimately seile down upon, 
Mr. R. concluded, by submitting his amendment, 
as follows: 


“That from and afterthe passage of this act, and until the 
further legislation of Congress on the subject, the same duties 
upon imports shall be Jevied, collected, and paid, which were 
levied, collected, and paid on the Ist of January, 1840, under 
the provisions of the act approved 2d March, 1833, entitled ‘An 
actto modify the act of the idth July, 1832, and all other. acta 
imposing duties on imports,’ and according to the same laws, 
rules, and regulations which then existed, except that the said- 


duties shall be paid in cash: And provided, further, That in + 


ali cases where specific duties were imposed upon imports 
prior to the passage of the said act, it shail be the duty of the 
Secretary of the Treasury to ascertain the average rate of duty 
which was collected upon each of the said articles throughout 
the year 1840; and such average rate of duty shall be levied. 
collected, and paidas a specific duty upon the importation of 
said articles, in the same manner as if. such respective specific 
duties were severally imposed by this act, 


“Seo. 2. And be it further enacted, That there shall be 
hereafter levied, collected, and paid a duty of — per cent. ad 
valorem on teas and coffee, until the public debt shall have 
been paid; and on the articles made subject to a duty of 20 per 
cent. ad valorem, under the provisions of the act entitled ‘An 
act relating to duties and drawbacks,’ approved September 11, 
1841, there shall hereafter be Jevied, collected, and paid a dut: 
of 25 per cent. ad valorem, except upon railroad iron, which 
shall be subject to the same rate of duty as bar or belt iron of 
similar manufacture, under the first section of this act; but 
nothing herein contained shall be so construed as to deprive 
any State or incoporated company, which shall have imported 
railroadiron prior to the third day of March next, of the benefits 
and advantages secured to them respectively by the proviso to 
the D section of the said act relating to duties and draw- 

acks.” : 


Mr. PRESTON moved to amend the second 
line, by striking out “until Congress shall otherwise 
direct,” and insert “for the period of two years 
from and after the passing of this act.” 

He supposed it must be obvious to everybody 


of the tariff as could be considered permanent. 
Pressed as Congress now was, in time, it would 
not be probable thet the deliberate and matured 
judgment of Congress could be given to any 
measure of specific duties. 

The amendment was negatived. 

The question then recurred on Mr. Rives’s 
amendment, on which he called for the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered. 

Mr. CALHOUN observed that he would vote’ 
for this amendment, not because it met his entire 
approbation, but because it presented a basis on 
which a just and judicious bill might be founded. 

Mr. EVANS observed that this amendment pre- 
sented a question of whether there should be a 
revenue bill or norevenue bill; for he believed that, 
if it were adopted, Congress’ would undoubtedly 
adjaurn without doing anything. a 

Mr. PRESTON said there was now no doubt 
that some revenue bill was indispensable. He did 
not tink it reasonable to suppose Congress would 
refuse to adopt an essen‘jally necessary temporary 
measure. 

Mr. CONRAD observed that the right of origin- 
ating revenue bilis belonged to the other House; 
and although the Senate has an undoubted right to 
amend any House bill, yet he could not consider the 
present proposition as anything but the assumption 
tg right to substitute a substantially new revenue 

ill. 

The CHAIR observed that there was no mate- 
rial difference between reducing the rate of duty 
by various amendments, and by altering such rate 
with an entire substitute for the bill. The Senate 
certainly had the right to alter the rate of duty, if 
ithad not to originate a bill, The amendment was, 
therefore, in order. 

Mr. SMITH of Connectient objected to the in- 
troduction of a duty on tea and coffee into the 
amendment. He was for striking that out 

Mr. WALKER would not, till all other re~ 
sourees for revenue were exhausted, consent to 
vote for a tax on tea and coffee. If there was no 
other reason for exempting these necessaries of life, 


thas gare could now be hardly such an adjustment’ ` 


s there was one all-sufficient—and that was, the great 


check which might be given to the progress of tem- 


perance. He submitted, as a substitute for the tax 
on tea and coffee, an amendment, proposing a tax 
of 3 percent. ad valorem on gold and silver ware 
above the value of $100. He called the attention 
of the Senate to the Compendium of the Census, 
giving the amount of gold and silver melted down 
for this kind of ware. Although many States and 
cities had given no returns, yet it was found that 
$4,734,960 was the value of the precious metals 
manufactured in less than one-fourth of the Union— 
showing that if the whole amount could be arrived 
at, it would exceed twenty millions a year. There 
were no returns from Maine, Arkansas, Wiscon- 
sin, Iowa, or Louisiana ; yet there is no place in 
the Union where more of the precious metals are 
locked up in manufactured ware than in New Or- 
leans. He next showed the partial returns from 
other States. The returns are only from one. tenth 
of the number cf counties in the Union. 
Complaint was made of not haviag an adequate 
supply of metallic coin, and this was made the 
pretext for the necessity of bank paper money. 
‘What he proposed was to put a moderate tax, for 
revenue, of only 3 per cent., on those articles of 
luxury, for the purpose of relieving the necessaries 
of life consumed by every laborer from an onerous 
tax. : 
On this motion he called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. PRESTON observed that there was an 
obvious impropriety in the introduction of a di- 
rect tax into a measure for indirect tayation. It 
was inappropriate, and objectionable in many 
respects. The Senator’s arguments were all in 
favor of a tax for revenue; but his motives are 
avowed to be fer the suppression of luxury, and 
the promotion of moral and economical habits. It 
is a proposition to use the taxing power for an 
object different from that of revenue. 

` Mer. P. argued, at considerable length, to show 
that, alihough the tax proposed was only 3 per 
cent., it was, in effect, nothing but a sumptuary 
law, It was wrong in principle, and could pro- 
duce no revenue. He considered it a wild notion 
to think that a specie currency can be enforced or 
stimulated by taxation. He was averse to any at- 
tempt to legislate for public morals, public econ- 
omy, or the stimulation of the currency by the in- 
direct use of a power given fora direct purpose. 
The Senator had hitherto resisted what he con- 
sidered attempts to wrest a direct power to in- 
direct purposes. 

Mr. P. next argued that tea and coffee were 
most legitimate objects cf taxation. He denied 
that they were in reality necessaries of life. No 
matter by whom they are consumed, whether by 
the wealthy or the poor, they are luxuries. He 
could understand the application of the term 
“necessaries of life” to bread and meat; but not to 
an aroma brought from beyond the Cape of Good 
Hope. 

Mr. WALKER. perceived that he was not au- 
thorized, at this late period of the session, to go as 
much at large into the subject as he otherwise 
might. But he should say that he was surprised 
to find the party, who in the late Presidential can- 
vass made so much noise about the “spoons” at 
the President’s: mansion—who had armed them- 
selves with “gold spoons” in their war against 
luxuries—now refusing to tax with a very moderate 
rate of duty these very luxuries of gold spoons 
and gold andsilver ware. If he was to abandon 
this tax, because it would have the effect of dimin- 
ishing the amountof gold and silver ware in use, 
he would have to o»pose, on the same principle, all 
propositions of revenue; for there was not an ar- 
ticle taxed in this bill that would not be, to that ex- 
tent, reduced in consumption. 


As to the propriety of introducing this tax into a 
bill for indirect revenue, he asked, Was there any 
prohibition in the Constitution against taxing goid 
and silver ware? Was there not rather a mani- 
fest propriety in proposing such a tax at a mo- 
ment when the Government most required reve- 
nue, and when the treasury was bankrupt? 

Mr. PRESTON observed that the bill before the 
Senate was a bill to impose duties on imports. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. ` 


There was, then, an obvious impropriety in intro: 
ducing a proposition of dirèct taxation in it. The 
Senator had alleded to the ontery about “gold 


spoons” and “silver forks.” He (Mr. P.) admit- | 


ted that something too much had been said about 
those articles; but the Senator should recolieect that 
it was provoked by the course taken by his own 
party, who had kept up a never-ceasing cry against 
their opponents as a ruffle-shirted, finger-ringed 
party. On these scores, he considered both parties 
might ery “Quits.” 

Mr. BENTON suggested a modification of the 
proposition to 1 per cent. duty. 

Mr. WALKER adopted the modification. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN calculated that a tax of 
1 per cent. on ten million dollars worth of gold and 


silver ware, would produce only one hundred . 


thousand dollars; and, he would ask, was it worth 
while, for the sake of some fifty thousand dollars 
—for the cost of collection would eat up the rest— 
was it worth while, he would ask, to introduce into 
every man’s domicil an odious tax-gatherer, the 
very sight of whom was offensive to every man in 
the community? How could aSenator, so superflu- 
ously Democratie, reconcile it to himself to propose 
that a corps of tax-gatherers should be maintained 
by the Government to visit and pry into the do- 
mestie arrangements of every house in the Union? 
He woutd ask the gentlemen opposite—who seemed 
to set themselves up as the peculiar guardians of 
the Constitution—in what part of that sacred docu- 
ment did they find authority for refining and im- 
proving, by “ tender strokes of legislative art,” the 
taste and genius of this nation? He was for 
leaving every man at liberty to do as he pleased 
with his own money, and to invest it in whatever 
way he liked. 

Mr. WALKER observed that some of the gen- 
tlemen opposite opposed this tax because it would 
bring too much revenue into the treasury; while 
others opposed it because it would produce too lit- 
Ue revenue, He had agreed to accept a modifica- 
tion, so as to tax it only 1 per cent., to satisfy gen- 
tlemen. If the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. CRIT- 
TENDEN] is convinced this tax ought not to be im- 
posed, because it will bring so little as one or two 
hundred thousand dollars into the treasury, he 
called upon him to abandon, on the same princi- 
ple, his tax on forcign bagging, which would bring 
only one hundred and fifty thousand dollars into 
the treasury. And, as to the Senator’s objection to 
the introduction of tax-gatherers into every man’s 
house, he would ask, was it not more marly to do 
it openly than to authorize an unseen and secret 
hand to be introduced, by stealth, into every man’s 
pocket, to extract from it half his earnings? as 
was the case by the indirect system of tax—tax on 
imports. 

After a few remarks from Messrs. SIMMONS 
and CRITTENDEN, 

The question was taken on, Mr. Wa ker’s 
amendment, and resulted in the negative—yeas 11, 
nays 28, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cuthbert, Fulton, 
Linn, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, and 
Wright—1ll. 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barruw, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Calhoun, Choate, Cayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Dayton, 
Evans, Graham, Ffenderson, Huntington, Merrick, Miller, 


Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Preston, Rives, Simmons, Smith of 
Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, and White—2s. 


Ehe question then recurred on the amendment 
proposed by Mr. Rives, who modified it by 
striking out the duty of 20 per cent. on tea and 
coffee, and leaving it blank for further action of 
the Senate, and limiting the duration of the duty 
on tea and coffee till after the extinguishment of 
the public debt. 

Mr. SIMMONS said, if the Senator’s object was 
to assist those interests at present prostrated, he 
thought it could be better done by amendments 
of the original bill, ihan by the substitute pro- 
posed. 

Mr. PERRIEN felt called upon to assign his 
reacon: for the vete he should give. If he thought 
the acapiion of a revenue bill, perfected by the 
Senate, would be the result of taking the substitute 
proposed by the Senator from Virginia as a basis 
for a revenue bill, as suggested by the Senator 
from South Carolina, [Mr. CaLnoun,] he would be 
disposed to give it the preference. But feeling 


‘persuaded, as he did, that the only result-of adopt- 
ing this substitute would be to-defeat all hope’ of ` 
passing a revenue bill this session, be should feel 
constrained to vote against the amendment. : 
After a few remarks from Méssrs. CHOATE, 
CALHOUN, RIVES, and CRITTENDEN, . 
Mr. ALLEN moved to strike out so much of the 
second section as imposes a duty on tea and coffee; 
and on this question he called for the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered. ` : 

The question was then taken on Mr. ALLEn’s 
amendment, and resulted in the negative—yeas 19, 
nays 24, as follows: , 

YE£AS—Messrs. Allen, Baghy, Buchanan, Critterden, Cuth- 
bert, Fulton, Graham, Linn, Phelps, Porter, Smith of Connecti- 
cut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Woodbridge, Wood- 
bury, Wright, and Young—19, X 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Calhoun, Choate, Conrad, Crafts, Dayton, Evans, Henderson, 


Huntington, King, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Pres- 
tan; Rives, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, and White— 


The question was then taken on Mr. Rives’s 
amendment, and resulted in the negative—yeas 13, 
nays 31, as follows: 

YEAS—Messra; Archer, Bagby, Calhoun, Cuthbert, Fulton, 
Henderson, King, Mangum, Merrick, Preston, Rives, Sevier, 
and Wilcox—13. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Barrow, Rates, Bayard, Benton, Ber- 
rien, Buchanan, Choate, Clayton, Conrad, Crafis, Crittenden, 
Dayton, Evans, Graham, Huntington, Linn, Muller, Morehead, 
Phelps, Porter, Simmons, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of In- 
diana, Sprague, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, White, Woodbridge, 
Woodbury, and Young—31. 

Mr. MERRICK moved to strike out all after 
the enacting clause, and insert a substitute; [being 
the same temporary revenue Dill offered by Mr. 
HazensnaM in the House of Representatives, to 
legalize the collection of 20 per cent. ad valorem, 
with 5 per cent. added for the home value, and in- 
serting tea and coffee for duty.] 

He believed more revenue would be derived 
from this bill, than from that of the House; be- 
sides allowing the distribution act to take effect. 
On this motion be called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. : 

The question was then taken on Mr. Mrerricr’s 
amendment, and resulted in the negative—yeas 12, 
nays 26, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bagby, Calhoun, Fulton, Graham, Hender- - 
son, King, Mangum, Merrick, Preston, Rives, Sevier, and 
Woodbridge— 12, 

NAYS-—Meesrs. Allen, Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Ben: 
ton, Berrien, Buchanan, Choate, Clayton, Crafts, Crittenden, 
Dayton, Evans, Huntington, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Sim. 
ingns, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Sturgeon, Tappan, Talt- 
madge, White, and Wright—26. ý 

Mr. EVANS submitted an amendment, with a 
view of correcting a great fraud hitherto commit- 
ted on the revenue. He alluded to the manner in 
which blankets are brought into the country so as 
to evade a higher duty than 15 percent. He pro- 
posed a designation of dimensions which he 
thought would correct the fraud. 

Mr. BENTON objected to the introduction of 
measurement without weight, and did not know 
what the weight of the cosrse bianket should be. 
He inquired if the size of blankets had heretofore 
been fixed in any law. 

[Mr. Simmons and others answered in the nega- 
tive.] 

Mr. B. said such was his own recollection. In- 
dian blankets, made to tke pattern of the fur tra- 
ders, were governed by size and weight; but that 
had not been the case with other blankets: they 
had only been discriminated by the price, taking 
75 cents as the dividing point. The act of 1832 
reduced the blankets below that cost to 5 per cent. 
on the value; and it was his intenticn to move the 
same reduction in this bill, and also to reduce 
coarse woollens to the same low rate of duty. 
Coarse woollens and coarse blankets were fixed at 
5 per cent. by the act of 1832; and he considered 
it but justice to the laboring part of the commu- 
nity so to reduce them. They were articles of in- 
dispensable necessity to the laborer. Thin cotton 
would do for him in the summer; but, when winter 
came, coarse woollen was indispensable. The ex- 
posed laborer must have it, to keep out cold, and 
snow, and rain, and blasting winds. He must 
have it, to keep rheumatism out of his bones— 
pleurisies from under his ribs—colds, coughs, and 
eonsumptions from his lungs,—and to keep life in 
his body. It might be safely assumed that coarse 


wootlens:and: oarse blavk<ts, in the scale of neces- 
saries, took rank c-ose-after bread and food; for 


Hfe.could-hardly..be. preserved. without them: .the-, 
exposed. laborer could. hardly. .Jive without. them. . 


He wost-have them, cost what they may; and he 
should -have-them taxed as-little as possible: ‘The 


minimum- yaleation unduly incieases the tax on. 


these coarse articles... At the. proper. time, he 
sshoald.move--to reduce: them to the: same duties 
fixed in the act. of 1832, and. which made- them 
virally frees Ws. LA oes 

Some. explanations cn: this point were made be- 
tween Messrs: EVANS, SIMMONS, and BEN 


TON;-after.which, Mr. Evans’s amendment was. 


adopted; which was,- to cLange the dimensions 
from’72by 52 inches te 45 by 60; as the maximum 
of blankets-subject to 15 per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr: BERRIEN. submitted an amendment, the 
effect of which would be to give railroad compa- 
nies, now prosecuting to completion their rai'roads, 

_time,to import railroad iron free of duty, in cer- 
tain.cases, till the 30th of March, 1844; and in cer- 
tain other cases till March, 1845: provided the s? me 
is laid down permanently within one year after im- 
portation. He also proposed other amendments of 
minor imporiance in relation to railroad iron. Mr. 
B. explained, at considerable length, the propriety 
and justice of these amendments, 

Mr. SEVIER asked the Senator from Georgia 
to suspend his amendment, to enable him to submit 
a substitute for the bill, by which the object of the 
Senator from Georgia would be as readily Recom- 
plished; which being assented to by Mr. BERRIEN, 
Mr.S. moved to amend the bill by striking out 
all‘after the enacting clause, and inserting a short 
bill (which he banded in) proposing a duty of 
25 per cent, ad valorem on the home value, as 
follows: i 

Szction 1. That, on all articles imported into the United 
States, from andafter the passage ofthisact, there shall be levied, 
collected, and paid, a duty of twenty-five per centum upon the 
value thereof, to be ascertained in manner hereinafter provided, 
and no more, except on all articles which are specially named, 
andare exempted from duty by the fifth section of the act enti- 
tled “An act to modify the act of the fourteenth of Jaly, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-two, and ali other actsimpo- 
sing duties on imports,” passed on the second day of March, in 
the year one thousand eight hundred and thirty-three; which 
aid. articles shall, after. the passage of this act, continue to be 
admitted free of duty; and, also, the following named articles 
shall, after the said day, be admitted free of duty, to wit: tea and 
coffee, gold and silver bullion, and all articles imported for the 

. use of the United States; and all railroad iron, laid down, or in- 
tended fur the purpose of laying down, on any railroad or in- 
clined plane, imported prior to the third day of March, one 
thousand eight hundred and forty-four, shall also be free of duty, 
and after that day shall be subjr-ct to aduty of twenty per cen- 
tum ad valorem unless otherwise provided for. 

Sgo. 2. And be tt further enacted, That, afier the passage of 
this act, the drawbacks payable on exported articles shall be re- 
duced to the same rate of duty as the article imported, or the 
raw material of which it is principally composed, or from 
which it is principally made, is subject by this act, and no 
more. 

Bsc. 3. And be it further enacted, That, from and after the 
passage of this act, the ad valorem rate of duties on goods 
wares, and merchandise, shall be estimated in the following 
manner: to the actual cost, if the sameshall have been actually 
purchased, orthe actual value, ifthe same shall have been pro- 
cured otherwise than by purchase, at the time and place when 


and where purchased or otherwise procured, shall be added ten 
per centum on such cost or value. 


? Mr. 5. had only a word to sav. He was ready 
to go-for a tariff of 25 per cent. He was willing to 
give the Government one dollar out of every four 
he spent on clething forhis back, and on every 
other foreign article he consumed. He called on 
his friend the Senator from Missouri [Mr. BEN- 
ToN] to support his amendment. 

Mr. S. demanded the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered. . 


‘Mr. BENTON, in answer to the appeal made 
to him by the Senator from Arkansas, (Mr. Sx- 
VIER, | said he considered any bill which passcd at 
this session as being in its nature necessarily a 
provisional and temporary act, to continue until 
the first session of the next Congress. Looking at 
the bills under this aspect, ke would rot be strenu- 
ous in his support of bis own cpinions. He would 
yield much, tor the sake of a bill; “and the frst 
thing to yield, was ihe conduct of the business to 
the majority, who were responsible for it. Oa de 


tails, he felt himself at liberty to offer amendments; - 


put as to the frame cr character of the bill, the 
majority must have their own way. ‘They only 
ean passa bill; and it will aot do to take it out of 
their, hands, by substituting one which they op- 


F 


pore. : neip had voted against ibe. 
substitute offered by the Sena or from Virginia, 


Oa - thi ed against tbe 


rineip! 
[Mr. Rive] on. the same principle he must vote 
against the substitute how offered. The Senaior 
from Maine, who bas the. conduct of the bill, 
[Mr. Evans.} declared that no bill could be passed 
if the substitute cffered by the Senator from Vir- 
ginia should be adepted: be would say the same of 
the present substitute. (Mr, Ee ans rodded assent.) 
Mr. B, said this was decisive: ihe respcnsib:e ma- 
jority must have their own bill. Fhe Government 
needs money, and must. have it; and if he would 


nct aid, he would at-least not vote to puta dill © 


upon the majority, which they say cannot be car- 
ried. : $ f 

‘The question was then taken on Mr. Sevier’s 
amendment, and resulted in the negutive—yeas 21, 
nays 23, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, ‘Bertien, Calhoun, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, Graham, Henderson, King, Linn, Preston, 
Rives, Sevier, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Woodbridge, Wood- 
bury, Wright, and Young—2l. 

NAYS —Messrs.. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choate, 
Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Hunting- 
ton, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Simmons, 
Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, and White— 

The question then recurred on Mr. Berrien’s 
amenament, as before stated. 

Mr. BUCHANAN thought that railroad com- 
panies onght tu be placed cn the same footing as 
individuals. He was opposed to admit iron free 
of daty, to sacrifice the great iron interests of this 
country. 

Mr. BERRIEN replied at some length to Mr. 
Bucwanan’s remark. 

After a brief rejoinder from Mr. BUCHANAN, 

* The question was taken cn Mr. BERRIEN’S 
amendment, and resulted in the negalive—yeas 18, 
nays 23, as follows: 

YEaS—Messrs. Archer, Bagby, Berrien, Calhoun, Cuthbert, 
Fulton, Graham, Henderson, King, Porter, Preston, Sevier, 
S mmone Sprigns Tallmadge, Woodbridge, Wright, and 

oung—18. 

NaYs—Messrs. Allen, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Benton, Bu- 
chanan, Choate, Clayton, Conrad, Crat's, Dayton, Evans, Hun- 
tington, Linn, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Rives, Smith of Indi- 
ana, Sturgeon, Tappan, White, and Williams—23. 

Mr. PORTER moved to include, among manu. 
factured wood subject to 20 per cent. ad valorem, 
unwrought spars. 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. GRAHAM moved to amend the bill by add- 
ing, as an additional section, a provision repealing 
the sixth section of the dishiburion act, as follows: 

And be it further enacted, That the provision in the sixth 
section-of the act entitled “An act to appropriate the proceeds of 
the sales of the public lands, and to grant preemption rights,” 
approved September 4, 1841, be, and the same is hereby re- 
pealed, 


Mr. WALKER called forthe yeas and nays, 
which were orcered. 

Mr. WRIGHT had hitherto voted on this bill in 
a sincere belief that it was the intention of the 
Senate to pass a revenue bill, which wceuld have 
some probability of going into effect, Every one 
knew thar, if thisamendment was adopted, Congress 
would be prepared to adjourn forthwith—for all 
hope of paxsing a revenue bill weuld be dissipated. 

Fhe question was then taken, and resulted in the 
negative--yeas 10, nays 30, as follows; 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bayard, Clayton, Critten- 
den, Graham, Mangum, Merrick, White, and Woodbridge—10, 

WAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Bates, Benton, Berrien, Bu- 
chanan, Calhoun, Choate, Conrad, Crafts, Cuthbert, Evans, 
Fulton, Henderson, King, Linn, Preston, Rives, Sevier, Smith 
of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Sturgeon, Tail- 
madge, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and 
VYoung—30. 

Mr. CONRAD moved to amend the bill by 
striking out, page 27, section 8, from the word 
“first,” in the 5:h line, to the word “pound,” in the 
14h line—that is, the classifications of sugar; and 
te substitute a proposition he handed in, being 3 
cents per pound on raw sugar, and 2 cents on 
sirup of sugar 

Mr. EVANS thought the matter had better stand 
asit was. Hoe would gladly unite wish the Sen- 
ator in any proposition to prevent sirup of sugar 
from being imporied as molasses 

Mr. CONRAD was glad to find the Senator 
from Maine disposed to assist him in bis enceavor 
to prevent the fraud of importing sugar-sirop as 
molasses. He thought bis amendment in respect 
to sugar- ought also to prevail, 


After a few remarks from Messrs. SIMMONS, - 
WOODBURY, and CONRAD, the yeas and nays 
being called and orderee— ae 

The question was taken on Mr, Conran’ 
amendment,-and resulted in the negative-—yeas 8, 
nays 24, as fullows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Conrad, Dayton, Miller, 

Phelps, Sprague, and Woodbridge--8. 
- NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Berrien, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clayton, Crafts, Crittenden, Fulton, Graham, King, Linn, Man.» 
gum, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Sturgeon, 
‘Fappan, Walker, White, Williams, 
Young—24. 

Mr. CLAYTON moved to amend the- bill by an 
addition, to come in at the end of the bill; the effect 
of which would be, that so Jong as the distribution, 
under the distribution act, should remain suspend- - 
ed, according to the 6h section of that act, the ten 
per cent. granted by it to the new States, and the 
16th and 17th sections of said act, shall also be 
suspended. x 

Mr. KING observed that nobody could doubt 
that, while the distribution was tc continue sus< 
pended, the 10 per cent. to the new States was also 
to be suspended. If the Senator had no other ob- 
ject in view, he was heartily welcome to his (Mr. 
K.'s) vote for his amendment. But he asked why 
suspend the 16th and 17:h sections of the distribu- 
tion act? . 

Mr. CLAYTON thovght that, on the same 
principle, the 2 per cent. to Alabama and Missis- 
sippi ought to be suspended, : 

Mr. KING showed that these sections related to 
the 2 per cent. fund, which was the undoubted -right 
of those States, whether there was a distribution - 
act or not; and the only difference that act made 
was, as to the manner of expending the fund with- 
in the States themselves. If the Senator would 
consent to strike out the proposition to suspend 
the 16th and 17th sections of tne distribution act, 
he (Mr. K.) wouid vote for his amendment. 

Mr WALKER said if tbis amendment was 
persisted in, he would move’ to adjourn, as he 
would require time to collect documents for an 
argument he should make egainst the proposition; 
for those sections had reference to the 2 per 
cezt, fund to which those States had an undoubted 
right, without regard to distribution. i 

Mr. BUCHANAN said there would be no diffi- 
culty ifthe Senator from Delaware would modify 
his amendment as suggected by the Senator from 
Alabama. 

Mr. CLAYTON assented to the modifiestion. 

The amendment was then adopted, 

Mr. WILLIAMS moved to strike out the word 
“unground,” as applied to plaster of Paris, in- 
eluded among the free articles. Plaster of Paris 
was an arlicie introduced exclusively for manure. 

After a few remarks from Messrs. EVANS, 
BATES, and WILLIAMS, the amendment was 
rejected——ayes 14, nces 20. 

Mr, RUNTINGTON moved to change the duty 
on patent sheathing from two cents per pound to 
six cents per pound. 

Mr. TALLMADGE opposed the amendment. 

Mr. EVANS was in favor of leaving the matter 
as it stands in the bill. 

The amendment was rejected, 

Mr. CONRAD moved to amend the bill, by sub- 
stitnting, in the section imposing duty on molasses, 

a measure of weight, instead of a measure of ca- 
pacity. He proposed to substimte half a cent per 
pound, instead of five cents per gallon. 

Mr. MERRICK approved of the amendment. . 
He read a letter in favor of the proposed change. 

After a few remarks from Messrs. WOODBU- 
RY, WALKER, EVANS, CONRAD, WIL. 
LIAMS, MERRICK, and TAPPAN, the amend- 
ment was modified, on the suggestion of Messrs: 
WALKER and WOODBURY, to four milis per 
pound, whica would be about equal to the duty 
now in the bill, It was adopted. 

Mr. KiNG objected to the duty-of siz cents per 
pound on “antarred ecrdage,” which he showed 
tobe a duty of 100 per cent., and entirely pro= ` 
hibiiory. He moved to insert three cents per pound 
as the duty on untarred cordage. : 

Mr. EVANS thought it hardly worth while to 
disturb the bill for such a triflisg matter; the whéle 
importation. of the article last year- was- under 
$13,000.,. After a few remarks from Messtis; 


Woodbury, Wright, and on 


` Buchanan, Calhoun, Cuthbert, Fulton, 
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KING, SIMMONS, and CALHOUN, (the yeas 
and nays being called for and ordered,) 

The question: was taken; and resulted in the 
the affirmative—yeas 24, nays 22, as follows: 


YEAS-—Messrs, Allen, Archer, Bagby, Benton, Berrien, 

u a t Graham, Henderson, 

King, Linn, Mangum, Prestou, Rives, Sevier, Smith of Con- 

necticut, gyeppan, Walker, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and 
oung-—~24, 

NaYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choate, Clayto: 
Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Dayton, Erans, H untington, Mer! 
rick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Simmons, Smith of 
Indiana, Sprague, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, and White—22, 


At Mr. CONRAD'S request, the vote on his 
amendment fixing the duty on molasses at 4 
mills per poun! was reconsidered, and changed to 
44 mills, being equal to the duty in the bill. 

Mr. WRIGHT said he had voted for the va- 
rious amendments to this bill, with an atxious 
desire to make the bill appropriate as a revenue 
bill for incidental protection. He now proposed 
to offer the same amendment which he had offered 
ona former occasion. And he desired to say that, 
if he was mistaken in his opinion, and if the 
amendments he should offer should be improper 
for the bill as a revenue bill, he would be perfectly 
willing that they should. be voted down by the 
Senate. He believed in the point to which he now 
desired to direct the attention of the Senate—that 
the duty was. too high for revenue; and it was 
one which did not come in competition with do- 
mestic industry at all. 

He asked the attention of the Senate to page 6, 
section 3, line 6. He moved to strike out that line 
and two words of the next; his object being to 
change the daty on silks from ¢2 50 per pound 
to 30 per cent. ad valorem. And on this question 
he called for the yeas and nays, which were or- 
dered. 

Mr. EVANS objected to changing this specific 
duty into an ad valorem duty. 

Mr. WRIGHT had shown the other day that 


these silks varied in value from $3 to $30 per 


pound, all of which would be subject to the same 
duty. He wished to impose an ad valorem duty, 
which would produce the largest amount of reve- 
nue, and, at the same time, afford the cheap article 
ata fair value to those who are only able to buy 
that description. The duty, as it stood, was pro- 
hibitory on the cheap silks, which the poorer 
classes wore. 

The question was then taken, and resnited in 
the negative—yeas 20, nays 26, as follows: : 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Ragby, Benton, Berrien, Calhoun, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, Henderson, King, Linn, Mangum, Preston, 
Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Tap, an, Walker, Williams, 
Woodbury, Wright, and Young—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Buchanan, 
Choate, Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, 
Graham, Huntington, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, 
Porter, Rives, Sinimons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Sturgeon, 
Tallmadge, and White—26, 

Mr. EVANS moved to amend the same section. 
It was well. known that there were many plain 
white silks of ao more value than $4 per pound. 
He, therefore, proposed on pongees, or plain white 
silks, a duty of $1 50 per pound. 

Mr. WRIGHT understood that all silks for 
wear were left subject to $2 50 per pound; 
therefore, the amendment did not remove his ob- 
jection. 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. WRIGHT moved to amend the biil on the 
14th page, section 5, line 5, by imposing a daty of 
33 percent, on all vessels or wares, articles and 
manufactures of cut-glass,and on aii articles of 
moulded or pressed glass, instead of the specific 
duties in the bill, by the pound. 

Mr. EVANS had the same objection as on other 
occasions to any change from a specific to an ad 
valorem duty. 

Mr. WRIGHT said they had heretofore under- 
stecd, from the honorable chairman of the Finance 
Committee, that this was purely a revenue bill, 
and not for protection. Now, what do they learn 
from that%honorable gentleman? They, were in- 


formed that the British Government (a piece .cf 


history that he [Mr. W.] was not before acquaint- ` 


ed with) was willing to pay such a bounty upon 
the article ef glass ware as to allow an invoice of 
$5,000 to come here as $3,500;. and they were de- 
sired by this bill to protect the manufacture of the 
article in this country against that country. He 
(Mr. W.) was willing to do no such thing. There 
was no necessity for it. The manufacture in this 
country was not. sufficient for one quarter of the 
consumption; indeed, he believed not one eighth. 
And what was it that was proposed? To tax the 
glass tumbler out of which the humble occupant of 
the log-cabin drinks his cooling beverage. He 
(Mr. W.) was willing to give reasonable protec- 
tion; but if one-third of the entire value was not 
sufficient for that purpose, all he could say was, 
that it did not deserve protsction. 

After a few more remarks from Messrs. EVANS 
and WRIGHT, the yeas and nays were called, 
and ordered. 

The question was then taken, and resulted in 
the negative—yeas 22, nays 23, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Berrien, Calhonn, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, Graham, Henderson, King, Linn, Mangum, 
Preston, Rives, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Tappan, Walker, 
Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choate, 
Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Junting- 
ton, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Simmons, 
Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, and White— 


Mr. TAPPAN moved to amend the bill by an 
additional section, providing that when the Presi- 
dent of the United Siates shall receive authentic 
information that the kingdom of Great Britain 2d- 
mits the grain, flour, and salted provisions of this 
country free, he shall make proclamation thereof; 
and, at the expiration of three months, admit the 
products of that country ata rate of ad valorem 
duty not exceeding 20 per cent. 

Mr. MERRICK moved to amend the amend- 
meat, by inserting among the enumerated products 
of this country, ‘‘unmanufactured tobacco.” 

fter a few remarks from Messrs. WALKER, 
PRESTON, MERRICK, ALLEN, and SEVIER, 

The question was taken on Mr. Merraicx’s 
amendment, and resulted in the affirmative~—ayes 
17, noes 13. 

The question then recurred om the amendment as 
amended, and, 

Mr. TAPPAN, by consent, as he could not get 
a vote on the merits of bis proposition, withdrew it, 

Mr. WOODBURY moved to amend the bill by 
adding, as an additional section, the following, viz: 


And be it further enacted, That all the duties in this bill, 
which, on Ist of January, 1843, shall exceed the rate of 50 per 
cent. upon the average value of merchandise, as it has been 
appraised at the Custom-house during the year 1842, shall be 
reduced so as not to exceed that rate till the Ist of January, 
1845, when there shall be a further reduction, so as not to ex- 
ceed thereafter the rate of 25 per cent. 


Mr. WOODBURY said he would not detain the 
Senate at that iate hour with any remarks on the 
amendment, but content himself by demanding 
the yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. BENTON was opposed to the amendment 
effered to the bill by the Senator from New 
Hampshire [Mr. Wooppory.] He was against 
any amendment that should propose to give dura- 
tion to this bill. The amendment proposed to 
continue it till 1845. He (Mr. B.) believed the 
bill, if it passed, should have the shortest possibie 
life consistent with wise legislation—'hat is to say, 
to the end of the first session of the next Congress. 
This is the last Congress of an expiring census; a 
new Congress, fresh from the people, and framed 
upon the present: state of the population of the 
United States, will soon be in existence; an im- 
portant State is now without Senators on this floor; 
the present Congress is eertamly not a favorite 
with the country; and, all things considered, this 
Congress is the last that should think of reaching 
ahead, and imposing a permanent tar:ff on the new 
Congress. The very object of a census and fresh 
apportionment every ten years, isto have a new 


i Congress to act upon public affairs. This design 


of the Constitution. would. be frustrated if the last 
Congress under an expiring census should under. 
take to reach ahead, frame permanent measures, 
and impose them on the new Congress. This. was 
one of the faults of the compromise of 1833. It 
was made when an expiring Congress was in the 
agonies of dissolution, yet reached ahead nine 
years, and tied the hands of the whole representa- 
tion of the people for the ten years of their exist- 
ence, under the census of 1830. 

He (Mr. B.).was against all such legislation: be 
was also against uniform ed valorem duties, com- 
monly called the horizontal line. He was for dis- 
crimination between articles of necessity and lux- 
uries—between articles made at home and those 
not made at home; and he was in favor of in- 
cidental protection to domestic industry in the im- 
position of revenue duties. It was on these principles, 
and because those who were the majority here, and 
who were responsible for a billto keep the Gov- 
ernment alive, ought to have the general conduct 
of the measures for which they are responsible, 
that he had voted against both the substitutes 
offered—that offered by a Senator from Virginia, 

. [Mr. Rives,] and that offered by a Senator from 
Arkansas, [Mr. Sevizr ] For the same reasons 
he should vote against the substitute now offered 
by the Senator from New Hampshire, [Mr. Woop- 
BuRY,] and because this substitute contemplated a 
continuation of the act until the year 1845. Mr. 
B. said he could vote for no permanent bill, or 
horizontal duties; he viewed this bill as temporary 
and provisional, and only destined to live until the 
new Congress, under the new census, fresh from 
the people, can act upon the subject, and give the 
country a bill temperately considered, and mere 
carefully matured than any bill passed at this ses~ 
sion could be. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment was rejected—yeas 15, nays 25, as follows: 


YEAS—Messts, Allen, Bagby, Berrien, Calhoun, Cuthbert, 
Fulton, Graham, King, Preston, Sevier, Walker, Williams, 
Woodbury, Wright, and Young—15. 

NAYS—Messrs, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Benton, Buchanan, 
Choate, Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, 
Huntington, Linn, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, 
Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, 
and White—25, 


Mr. KING said he discovered by the bill that 
there was a new minimum. He was not favora- 
ble to minimum, at any rate; but much less in 
favor of the new one proposed, which he con- 
sidered unjust; and, therefore, moved to strike out, 
after the words “square yard,” in the 5th page 
17th line of article 2—which fixed a minimum 
duty at 35 cents per square yard on “fustians,”” 
&c.—the following: “Excepting velvets, cords, 
moleskin, fustians, buffalo cloths, or goods manufac- 
tured by napping or raising, cutting, or shearing, 
not exceeding in value thirty-five cents the square 
yard, which shall be valued at thirty-five cents per 
square yard, and duty be paid thereon accordingly.” 


“" Mr. CALHOUN made some remarks in favor 


of the amendments, and Mr. SIMMONS in oppo- 
sition to it; when 

Mr. WRIGHT demanded the yeas and nays on 
.it; which being ordered, the question was put, and 
the amendment was rejected—yeas 17, nays 22, as 
follows: i 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, Henderson, King, Linn, Rives, Smith of* 
Connecticut, Walker, Williams, Woodbury, right, and 
Young—l7. 

NaYsS—Messrs, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choate, Clayton, 
Conrad, Crafis, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Huntington, Mer- 
riick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Simmons, Smith of 
Indiana, Sprague, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, and White—22, 

Mr. BENTON moved to amend the first article 
of the first section of the bill, which placed 40 per 
cent. duty on certain manufactures of wool, or of 
which wool is the component part, by adding the 
following: 

“Except on milled and fulled cloth, known by the name of 
nlains, kerseys, or Kendall woollens, of which wool shail be the 
cry material, the value whereof shall not exceed thirty-five 
cents the square yard at the place where exported, the duty 
shall be-S per cent. on the valut,” 


Mr. BENTON remarked that that which he pros 


frourthis-onerous:daty of 40:per 


most onerous atid’ unjustirate of duty. He, how- 
‘ever, Shggested “to ‘that ‘Senator tose modify his 
proposition ast it ar 20 per centum ad valo- 
| fek: Tiat He bélieved,’ would’ be the proper rev- 
w Aad if the Senators: in the opposition 
iveeré in their professions that their object 
Was Teverue, he hoped that this would meet their 


approbation, = 

Mr. BENTON ‘accepted ‘the modification. 

‘Mr EVANS ‘opposed the amendment. He ad- 
~ipiitted thatthe “object of the duty of 40 per cent. 
‘ $as'to-‘give protection to the manufacturer of coarse 
“Awoollens; not to overgrown manufacturers, how- 
“ever, “but to- thousands of ‘small manufacturers, 
tered ‘throughout the covatry, who could not 
withstand ‘the competition of ‘foreign importation 

“at à Jess duty than was proposed in the bill. 

MY. WRIGHT was in favor of the amendment 
“proposed; -He said that wool, which mainly enter- 
edino the manufacture of this species‘of goods, 
‘was -admiuted at a duty of 8 cents per pound, 

which did nor afford as much pretection as 7 cents 
heretofore. He saw no good reason, if the purpose 
of gentlemen was to afford protection, why manu- 
‘factures ‘alone should be’selected as the objects of 
"protection. He could see no justice in the princi- 
‘ple of giving protection to the manufacturer of 
* @0arsé ‘woollens, and leaving the growers of the 
3oarse-Wools- in this country entirely at the mercy 
“of the foreign’ competition. ‘The protection given 
‘inthe bill to the manufacturer of coarse woollens 
‘was domble as great as was given to the wool- 
. grower. This was unjust; and if gentlemen in the 
opposition did not consent to the amendment pro- 
‘posed, he would vote to put a heavier duty on the 
“Coarse wool imported, and thereby give the agri- 
culturist equal protection with the manufacturer. 

‘Mr. KING demanded the yeas and nays on the 

amendment; which were ordered. 

»“tMessrs. CHOATE and SIMMONS made some 
‘remarks in opposition to the amendment, and en- 
deavored'to. show that the -coarse weols from 
abroad did not come at all in competition with the 
“Wool-grower here. 

“Mr. WRIGHT maintained that it did come di- 
\feclly in competition with a large class of growers 
«of coarse wools in this country. He wished to 
igive the agriculturists some protection, as protec- 
“ton: was'to be given to the manufacturer. 

‘The question was then taken on the amendment, 
and decided in the negative—yeas 17, nays 19, as 
follows: 


YEAS—Megsrs.. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Berrien, Buchanan, 
“Calhoun, Cuthbert, Fulton, ‘King, Linn, Rives, Smith of Con- 
spgstiear,: Walker, Walliama, Woodbury, Wright, and Young— 


v, 

“NAYS—Meters. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choate, Clayton, 
“Grafts, Dayton, Evans, Huntington, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, 
‘Phelps, Porter, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Stur- 

-< Gon, Tallmadge, and White—19, 

Mr. ‘WRIGHT now moved to strike out from 
the first section somuch as laid a duty of 5 per 
cent. ad valorem on unmanufactured coarse wool, 
(being of the. value of 7 cents, or under, per 
pound,) and to insert 20 per cent. ad valorem; and 
on that motion demanded the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered. 

Messrs, CHOATE and SIMMONS opposed the 

amendment, and endeavored to show that there 
was no competition on the coarse wools. 

Mr. WRIGHT replied, showing that there was; 
and alluded .to the numerous petitions for protec- 
tion on coarse ‘wools -of this description. 

The question was then taken, and decided in the 
negative—yeas 18, nays 21, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan Cuthbert, 
King, Linn, Pheips, Preston, Rives, Sevier, Smith of Connecti- 
cut, Smith of Indiana, Sturgeon, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, 

and Young—J8. 
NAY5—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, 
Huntington, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Simmons, 
Sprague, Tallmadge, and White~21, 


“Mr. WRIGHT moved to strike out so-much of 
the second article of section 2 as relates to a 


` 


minimum. daty on manufactures. of cotton-of 30 


per cent ad valorem,'and-to iwert 35 per cent. ad 
valorem as.the minimum. . : 
Mr. W.. expressed his opposition to min- 
imums in general, and particularly 10 the false val- 
uations as the minimums inthis section—which he 
characterized as onerous and unjust. -He demand, 
ed-the yeas and nays, which were ordered; and, the 
question beitg put, resulted in the negative—-yeas 
21, nays 22, as follows: À A 
YEAS— Messrs. Alien, Bagby, Benton, Berrien; Buchanan, 


: Calhoun, Cuthbert, Fulton, Graham, Henderson, Kiog, Linn, 


Preston, Rives, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Walker, Wil- 


‘Hama, Wocdbury, Wright, and. Young—2l. 


NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choate, Clayton, 
Conrad, Crafts, Criuenden, Dayton; Evans, Huntington, Man- 
gum, Morehead, Phelps; Porter, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, 
Sprague, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, and White—22. 

There being now no further amendments pro- 
posed, the bill was reported to the Senate. . 

Mr. EVANS here made a proposition to modify 
the amendment adopted in committee, regulating 
the duties on wines; which was agreed to. , 

The question now being on the concurring with 
the committee of the whole in its amendments, it 
was put; and the amendments were all concurred 
in, except those on cotton-bagging and untarred 
cordage, which, at the request of Mr. CRITTEN- 
DEN, were excepted. : ; 

The question now being on concurring with the 
committee of the wh le in its amendment, re- 
ducing the duty on cotton-bagging, such as 1s im- 
ported under the appellation of gunny-bagging, 
from five to three and ahalf cents per. square 

ard— 

Mr. CRITTENDEN hoped the amendment 
would not be concurred in. : 

A discussion here arose, in which Messrs. 
CRITTENDEN and MOREHEAD argued that 
foreign competition would destroy the manufac- 
ture of that article in Kentucky, if the duty was 
fixed as low asthree'and a half cents ihe square yard; 
and Messrs. WALKER, KING, and CUTH- 
BERT showed that the manufacture of that ar- 
ticle flourished and grew up under a less rate of 
duty; and that the rate proposed in the bill would 
be prohibitory; that“ it would operate unjustly 
on the Southern pertion of the Union, which de- 
rived no benefit from the tariff; that it would, in 
fact, be taking money out of the pockets of their 
constituents, not to support the Governnient, but 
to put itinto the pockets of the manufacturers in 
Kentucky, who were not purchasers of the pro 
ducts of the South. 

The question was then taken on coneurring in 
this amendment of the committee, and decided in 
the negative—yeas 19, nays 23, as follows: 


YEAE—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Bagby, Benton, Berrien, Bu- 
chanan, Calhoun, Cuthbert, Fulton, Graham, Henderson, 
King, Preston, Rives, Sevier, Walker, Woodbury, Wright, and 
Young~-19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choate, Clayton, 
Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Huntington, Man- 
gum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Simmons, 
Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, and White 


‘The Senate then non-concurred in the amend- 
ment of the committee of the whole, reducing 
the duty from “six” to “three” cents per pound on 
‘tuntarred cordage.” 

Mr. MOREHEAD moved an amendment, (as 
was understood,) proposing a duty of four cents on 
cotton-bagging imported from this side of the Cape 
of Good Hope, and five cents when from beyond 
that cape. But, 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, (as was understood, ) 
a proposition was so put as to. fix ihe duty at four 
cents per square yard on cotton-bagging, and five 
cents on gunny cloth, which is used for that pur- 
pose. The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. WALKER moved to strike out five, and 
insert four cents per square yard for gunny eloth. 
He thought it most extraordinary that a duty of 
250 percent. should be placed on this article of 
cotton-bagging. He saw no good reason why a 
duty of four cents should be laid on one article, 
and five on another, of cotton bagging. It was 
for this reason, and for the unjustness of the duty, 
tbat be wished to strike out five cents and insert 
four cents. He demanded the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered. 

Mr. CUTHBERT demanded to know the reason 
which had operated since the morning to induce 


Senators to undo the rate of duty fixed in the: bill 
when in committee on-this article. He called on 
the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Morenzap] to 
furnish him witha reason. That Senator must, 
since that time, have been possessed of a profundi- 
ty of statistics, or mercantile information, to “nrge 
him forward; or was there a reason operating with 
Senators much more powerful, (as he-had heard it 
intimated that the votes of the Senators from Ken. 
tucky for the passage of the bill were in daubt,) 
whereby there was moch greater chance of receiv- 
ing the votes of the Senators from Kentueky: for 


the bill. 


The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. WALKER, and decided in the negative— 
yeas 23, nays 23, as follows: E 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Bagby, Benton, Berrien, Bus 
chanan, Calhoun, Cuthbert, Fulton, Graham,: Henderson, 
King, Linn, Preston, Rives, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, 
PBS en Walker, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young 


~NAYS—Mesers. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choate, Clayton, 
Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Huatington, Man- 
gum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Simmons, 
Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, White, and, Wood- 
bridge—23. 

Mr. KING said it certainly could not be the in- 
teation of the Senators that there should be a du- 
ty of 6 cents per pound on untarred .cordage, 
which would entirely prohibit the article. He 
moved to strike out 6 cents, gnd insert 34. f 

Mr. EVANS suggested, as a compromise, 44 in- 
stead of 6; and the question being put, the amend- 
ment, as modified, was agreed to. 

Mr. MERRICK moved an additional section to 
the bill, so as to limit its operation to two years, 
and no longer, from the date of its passage. 

Mr. PRESTON defended the amendment, and | 
Mr. EVANS opposed it. - 

Mr. MERRICK ssid his object was to give to 
the next Congress an opportunity to deliberate nine 
lorg months on the subject, and to readjust and 
arrange it on proper principles, ; 

The question was then taken on the amendinent, 
and decided in the negative—yeas 21, nays 22, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs, Allen, Benton, Berrien, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Crittenden, Cuthbert, Fulton, Graham, Henderson, King, Linn, 
Mangum, Mertick, Preston, Rives, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, 
Walker, Williams, and Young—2l. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Bagby, Barrow, Bates, Bayard,’ 
Choate, Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Dayton, Evans, Huntington, 


Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Sprague, Sturgeon, Tall. 
madge, White, Woodbridge, and Wright—22, 


The question now being on ordering the amend- 
ments to be engrossed, and the bill to be read a 
third time— 

Mr. WALKER demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered: but, a», 

At the suggestion of Mr. BUCHANAN, the 
call was withdrawn, 

Mr. CALHOUN demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. MERRICK moved to adjourn, and 

Mr. EVANS demanded the yeas and nays on 
that motion; which being ordered, the motion to 
adjourn was withdrawn. ' 

Mr. CRITTENDEN suggested to the Senator 
from South Carolina, [Mr. CALHOUN,] as a matter 
of courtesy, that he withdraw the call for the yeas 
and nays, and let the question be taken sub silentio 
on ordering the amendments to be engrossed, and 
the bill to be read a third time, 

Mr. BUCHANAN joined in the appeal to the 
Senator from South Carolina [Mr. Catuoun] to 
withdraw the motion as a matter of courtesy, as it 
would result in no benefit if the yeas and nays 
were taken on ordering the bill, as amended, to be 
engrossed. ; 

Mr. CALHOUN said, as far as he could judge, 
the vote on ordering it to a third reading would ‘be 
very close. Jt was a bill of so much importance, 
and so pregnant with injustice and mischief, that 
he felt it his duty to resist it in every stage of its 
progress. f 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said, if the Senator per- 
sisted in his demand for the yeas and nays, it 
wouid force us to adjourn. He saw no necessary 
reason for the yeas and nays, and hoped the cail 
would be wi:hdrawn. 

- Mr. CALHOUN said he did not wish to be con- 


sidered discourteous, and withdrew the demand, 


f 


The question was now about being put on order- 
ing the amendments to be engrossed, and the bill 
tobe read a third time; when DE 
Mr. BAGBY demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. : 


Mr. STURGEON hoped the question would be 


‘taken on the bill this evening. ' 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Then let tis have the yeas 
and nays. He would give his vote for engrossing, 
without intending by it what will be his final vote 
on the bill, ; 

Mr. BARROW moved that the Senate adjourn; 
on which motion the yeas and nays being de- 
manded and «rdered, were taken and resulted— 
yeas 24, nays 20, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs, Archer, Barrow, Bayard, Berrien, Buchan- 
an, Choate, Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Dayton, Gra- 
ham, Henderson, Merrick, Miler, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, 
Rives, Simmons, Smith of Connecticut, Sprague, Tallmadge, 
and Woodbridge—24,. 

MAYS—Messrs, Allen, Bagby, Bates, Benton, Calhoun, 
Cuthbert, Evans, Fulton, King, Linn, Mangum, Preston, 
Sevier, Smith of Indiana, Scargeon, Walker, White, Wood. 
bury, Wright, and Young.--20. 

The Senate, at the hour of 9, adjourned. 

HIOUS® OF REPRESENTATIVES 

f Fepay, August 26, 1942, 

Mr. LEVY introduced’ a bill concerning the 
paymeat of tre Frorida militia; which was read 
twiee, and ecmmitied to the Committee of the 
Whole. | 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the 
lowing execulive communications: 

A letter from the Seerciary of the Navy, trsne- 
mitting an account of transfers of appropriations 
in the naval service, made in compliance with the 
act of the 30ih June, 1834; and it was laid on the 
tab'e.. 

A letter from the Sceretary of War, in answer 
to the resolution of the House of the 19:4 instant, 
requesting cories of his orders given to the mili- 
tary superintendents of the Harper’s Ferry and 
Springfield armories to disband their hands, and 
close the shops of thos: armories, and his reasons 
for issuing those orders; which was Jaid on the 
table. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting a report from the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office, in answer to the resolu- 
tion of the House of the 13th inst., as to whether 
any reduction can be made in the namber of clerks 
now employed in the General Land Office; which 
was laid on the tabie. 

A letter from the Sesretary of War, transmitting 
an additional report in answer to the resoluiicn of 
the House of the 21 instant, relating to the allow- 
ances made to Generals Clinch and Joseph W, 
Hernandez, for losses in Florida; which was laid 
on the table. 

A-message from the President of the United 
States, transmitting a report from the Secretary of 
State, and a copy of the report of the commission- 
ers on the part of the United States, under the late 
convention between the United States and the Re- 
publie of Mexico. It was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Affairs. 

The House then took up certain Senate bills on 
their third reading, and. the following were read a 
third time and passed: 

A bill to authorize the States of Indiana and Hli- 
nois to select certain quantities of land, in lieu of 
like quantities heretofore granted to the said States 
for the construction of the Wabash and Erie, aad 
the Illinois and Michigan canals, 

An acl to provide for the payment to the State 
of Louisiana of the balance dae said State for ex- 
penditures incurred in raising, equipping, and pasy- 
ing off a regiment of voloneer militia mustered 
into the service of the United States, and employed 
in the Florida war in the year 1836, 

A bill for the relief of certain companies of Mis- 
souri volunteers, commanded by Caprains Steven- 
son, Pollard, Sconce, Atehinson, and Crawford, 

The next bill which came np on its third read- 
ing was An act for the relief of Reynell Coa es 
and Walter R, Jobnson. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON opposed this bill, and 
explained the claim. Hesaid the claimants were 
engaged to accompany the scientifis corps of the 
Souih Sea surveying and exploring expedition, and 
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` afr 
compensation for loss sustained by the non-fulfil- 
ment, on the part of the Unied Sister, of the con- 
tract for their services fer the period the exploiing 
expedition was in the pablie service. This claim 
Was put on the same greund as though it were a 
private ecntract; but he was not aware that such a 
principle prevailed in the public service. 

The bill, as it came from the Senate, and the 
amendment proposed by the standicg committee of 
the House, were as follows: ` 


AN ACT for the relief of Reynell Coates and Walter R. 
i Johnson, 


of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
that there be paid to Reynell Coates and Walter R. Johnson, 
respectively, out of any money in the treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, the sum of one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety dollars and eighty-nine cents, in full of all pay, compen- 
sation, and indemnity for losses due to or claimed by them as 
members of the scientific corps of the South Sea surveying and 
exploring expedition. 

AMENDMENT.—Add to the title of the bill the namo of James 
Kights; and strike out all after the enacting clause, and insert 
the following: X 
That the Secretary of the Navy be, and he hereby is, author. 

ized to canse ta be audited and setticd the several claims of 

Reynell Coates, Walter R Johuson, and James Eights, who, in 

the year eighteen hundred and thirty-six, were appointed mem- 

bers of the scientific corps to be attached to the South Nea 
surveying and exploring expedition, and not permitted to ac- 
company the expedition; and, upon such settlement, to cause 
to be allowed to each of them, respectively, at the rate of two 
thousand five handred dollars a year, for such time as he was 
employed in the service of the United states, by request of the 

Presicent of the United States or the Secretary of the Wavy, or 

by the request of any other person pursuant to an order of the 

said President or Secreiary, between the twenty-eighth dey of 

December, cighteen hundred and tiirty-six, and the fourth day 

of July. cighteen hundred and thirty seven; and also to cause 

to be allowed to each of them, respectively, the difference be- 
tween the value of his se from the thirteenth day of Au- 

i gust, eighteen hundred ry eight, until the time when it 

is expected the said expedition will return, after deducting 

from such value the cost of what would have been furnished 
by the United States for him during said period, if he had con- 
tinued a member of said corps, and two thousand five hutdred 
dollars a year tor the same period; and also to cause to be al 
lowed to each of them, respectively, the difference between the 
cost of articles of necessity by him purchased, at his own Cast, 
for said expedition, and the value of said articles for sale on the 
thirteenth day of August, eighteen hundred and thirty-eight; 
and that the Secretary of the Treasury pay to the said Reynell 

Coates, Walter R. Johnson, and James Eigh's, each, respect. 

ively, such sum as shal} be found due to him npon such settie- 

ment, and certified by the Secretary of the Navy, out of any 
money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, 

On the question of a coneurrence with the 
amendment, the yeas aud nays were called; and 
being taken, resultsd—yeas 75, nays 128, 

The bill wes then laid on the table, on the motion 
of Mr. ©. JOHNSON, 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut offered a resolution 
provicing that all debate on the bill repealing the 
proviso in the 6:h section of the distribution act 
shall cease jn one honr’s time, after it shall be 
taken up in Commitiee of the Whole; and that 
then the committee shali proceed to vete on the 
amendments, 

Mr. WISE and ethers objected to the resolution 
as out of order. 

The SPEAKER said it was-a privileged ques 
tion. 

Mr. SMITH called for the yeas and nays; which 
being ordered, the question was taken, and the 
resolution was adopte¢—yeas 106, nays 80. 

Mr. GWIN said that he had been trying for sev- 
eral days to get up the bill for the relief of Gen- 
cra] Andrew Jackson, but had failed in every ef- 
forthe had made. He did not wish to be impor- 
turate on the subject, but he was desirous to know 


4 whether it was the pleasure of the House to take 


up that bill this session, or not; and, as he had 
no opportunity in Committee of the Whole of 
testing the sincerity cf gentlemen by the record, 
he wouid now move to go into Committee of the 
Whcie on the siate cf the Union, for the purpose 
of taxing up bill No. 503, for the relief of General 
Andrew Jackson ; and wou!d call for ihe ayes and 
noes on the question, 

The SPEAKER informed ihe gentleman from 
Mississippi that it would require a vote of two- 
thirds ts make that bill tbe special order in Com- 
mittee of ihe Whole. 

Mr. WM. C. JOHNSON suggested to the gen- 
tleman to move to discharge tte Commitiee of the 
Whole from the consideration of the bill, and thus 
bring it info the House. 

Mr. GWIN made that motion. l 

The SPEAKER declared it out of order; that 


jards they were surerseded; aod now claimed 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives - 


| 


{f tre Committee of the Whole corki nor tedi- 


charged from the consideration of- à bill,-be fore it 
had been considered at all in committee. 84 

Mr -GWIN then moved to ‘make ibis bfi the 
epecial order in Committee- of the Whole; “and 
asked the ayes and noes on the question, © 

The SPEAKER notified’ the gentleman from 
Mississippi that it would require a vote of two- 
thirds to carry bis motion. ` : 

Mr. GWIN said he wasawate of that ; but he 
wished £ vote by ayes and-noes, to see whether a 
majority of the House would vote for its consider- 
ation, He sould then be encouraged in efforts to 
press the bill in committee. 

Mr. JOHN C. CLARK called for a division: of 
the question; and the yeas and nays being ordered, 
the question was taken, and resulted in—yeas 88, 
nays 86, as follows: . 

YEAS—Messrs, Arrington, Atherton, Bidlack, Black, Boyd, 
A.V. Brown, Charies Brown, Burke, Bampeon UL Butler, 
William O. Builer, Green W. Caliwell, Pairick C. Cauldwell, 
Wm. B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Cary, 
Casey, Clifford, Coles, Mark A. Cooper, Cross, Cushing, Daniel, 
R. D. Davis, Dawson, Dean, Doig, John, C. .Euwards, Ferris, 
John G. Floyd, Geny, William.O. Goode, Gordan, Graham, 
Gustine, Gwin, Habersham, Harris, Hays, Hopkins, Honek, 
Houston, Hubard, Hunter, Charles J, Ingersoll, W. W. Irwin, 
William Cost Johnson, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Lewis, 
Littlefield, Abrahami McClellan, Rcbert McClellan, McKay, 
Mallory, Thomas F.. Marshall, Jehn Thomson Mason, 
Mathews, Medill, Mitchell, Moore, Newhard, Oliver, Owsley, 
Parmenter, Payne, Plumer, Profit, Read, Reding, Reynolds, 


‘Riggs, Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, Shields, Wilian Smith, 


Steenrod, Sumter, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Van Buren, 


Ward, Watterson, Weller, James W. Williams, Christopher 
H Williams, Wise, and Wood.—S8. . 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Landaf W, Andrews, Ap- 
pleton, Arnold, Aycrigg, Babcock, Barnard, Barton, Birdseye, 
Boardman, Bous, Brockway, Milion Browr, Jeremiah Brown, 
Burnell, Calhoun, Chitrengen, John C. Clark, James Cooper, 
Cowen, Cranston, Garrett Davis, Deberry, John Edwards, 
Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, Gamble, Giddings, Granger, 
Green, Hall, Halsted, Howard, Hudson, Joseph R. Tr:-gersoll, 


James Irvin, Isaac D. Jones, John P, Kennedy, Lina, McKen. 
tan, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, 
Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Osborne, Pearce. Powell, Ramsey, 
Benjamin Randall, Alexander Randall, Randolph, Rayner, 
Ridgway, Rodney, Wm. Russell. Jamies M, Russell, Balston- 
stall, Simonton, Slade, Truman Senith, Sellers, Stanly, Birar 
ton, Alexander H. If. Stuart, John T. Start, Summers, 
Taliaferro, Tiliinghasų Totand, Tomlinson, Triplett, Under- 
wood, Van Rensselaer, Warren, Edward D. White, Thomas 
W. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Yorke, and Augustus 
Young—86, 

So the motien was not adopted, there not being a 
vote of two-thirds. 

On motion of Mr. SMITH of Connectient, the 
House resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. ` 

The CHAIR stated that the question before the 
committee, when it Jast rose, was on the bili to pro- 
vide further remedial justice in the courts of the 
United States. 

Mr. BARNARD moved to lay the bill aside, and 
take up the bill tor, the reorganization of the havy. 

Mr. BLACK elaimed the floor on the bill before 
the committee, 

A conversation arose, in relation to their respect- 
ive rights to the floor, between Messrs, BLACK 
and BARNARD and the CHAIR; resulting in the 
decision that Mr. BARNARD was entitled to the 
floor, for the purpose of making a motion, but not 
to debate it, be having spoken his hour already. 

Mr. BARNARD then moved to postpone the 
further consideration of the bill for the present. 

Mr. WELLER rose to the poini“of order, that the 
gentleman from New York having spoken his hour 
on the bill, was not entitled to the floor for any 
purpose whatever; and cited the decision of-a case 
in point. ` 

The CHAIR overruled the point of order. 

The question was taken on Mr, Barnarp’s mo- 
tion, and it was carried. 

Mr. GWIN caught the Chairman’s eve, and 
mcved that the committee take up the bill No. 503, 
for the relief cf General Andrew Jackson. 

Mr. HALSTED inquired whether it was in or- 
der for the gentleman from Mississippi to stand in 
the middie of the aiste and address the Chair. 

Mr. GWIN said he would notify the gentleman. 
from New Jersey that he understood the rules of 
order and decorum as well as that gentleman; and 
he shouid not permit the gentleman to question his 
ecnduct in-any way, nor should he interrupt him. 

The CHAIRMAN said the genileman from 
Mississippi was first reecgnised by the Chair, and 
was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. HALSTED said the gentleman was not in 


$48, 
order. to address the Chair while standing in the 
aisle. : : 
-Mr. GWIN said the member from. New Jersey 
- should not interrupt him again. The Chair had 
. réecognised:-him, and he would retain the floor. He 
wanted:to see where the 88 members—who had, 
_no:more than ten minutes ago, voted to. make this 
bill the special order—were now, - 
_oo fPellers were then-called for and appointed, and - 
. the votë was. 76. in the affirmative, and 89 in the 
~ negatives: ern ; : 
. Mr. -TRUMAN SMITH moved to take up bill 
No. 604; which was agreed to by a majority of~ 
92 to 68, taken by tellers. 
The Clerk read the bill as follows: - 
A: BILL to repeal the-proviso to the 6th section of the act en- 
titled “An act to appropriate the proceeds of the sales of the 
public lands, and to grant pre-emption rights,” approved 
~ September 4, 184). 

Be it, enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
lives of the United States of America in Congress assem- 
bled; That the proviso to the 6th section of theact entitled “An 
act to appropriate the proceeds of the sales of the public lands, 
and to grant pre-emption rights,” approved September 4th, 
1841, be, and the same is hereby, repealed, 

Mr. ARNOLD addressed the committee on the 
circumstances which had rendered this bill neces- 
sary, particularly on the executive dictation and 
encroachment of Captain Tyler, and the four ve- 

toes with which the President had furnished them, 
and the humbleness with which tbe majority had 
“bowed their necks to his tyranny. And he charged 
» upon the House, that if their patriotism were cal- 
culated by dollars and cents, it would not be worth 
the smallest. named coin. He discussed the tariff 
question, and avowed himself in favor of protec- 
tion per se; but he very plainly intimated that 
“this den—(of thieves,” he had almost said)— 
. were ready to barter away their liberties, and the 
liberties of the country. He next glanced at the 
land question; the suffering condition of the coun- 
try; the non-fulfilment of the promises of the Whig 
party, made during the presidential campaign, and 
all the other subjects which usually form the staple 
of his speeches, and said it was useless and ridicu- 
lous to waste time by sending this bill to the Presi- 
dent. It would be much better to intimate to the 
President, that, if he would transmit to them his 
measures, they would register his edicts. It was 
sometimes true that Jadies fell in love with the 
lainest men; and so it was with the people who 
ad fallen in love with the creature in the white 
house. 

Mr. J. COOPER expressed his surprise at the 
tirade which they had just heard from the gentle- 
man from Tennessee; and charged him within con- 
sistency, in having pledged himself to vote for the 
tariff bill, which he now accused the majority with 
having yielded to, and afterwards voting against 
it, in violation of his own pledge. 

Some explanations ensued. 

Mr. WISE said this was the most amusing spec- 
tacle whieh they had had for some time; but these 
“ family4ars” should bave been reserved for the 
caucus. 

Until this morning, it was John Tyler that was 
false, and perfidious, and vacillating; it was Jobn 
Tyler that promised one thing, and did another, 
He hoped they should hear no more cant about 
dictation and vacillation from those gentlemen. 
One of those gentlemen rose and accused bis own 
party this morning—after they had adopted the re- 
port of the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
Apams,] by a vote of 100 to 80, which declared 
that submission to what was called executive dicta- 


tion would be attended with both disgrace and | 


dishonor—of fastening on themselves that very dis- 
grace and dishonor; and that gentleman [Mr. 
ARNOLD] was then himself accused of violating 
his pledge, to which he pleaded guilty, and 
a justification. It seemed that House could 
vacillate as well as the President, and that that 
House could declare that it would not do a thing, 
and afterwards tarn round and do it. That House 
could declare that it would not sever distribution 
from the tariff, and yet turn round and sever them. 


He asked the gentleman to point out to him the 
difference in. morals between promising to do a 
thing (supposing, for the moment, that the Presi- 
deat had done so) ard not doing-it, and promising 
pot to doa thing and doing it, If it was disgrace 
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and perfidy in the one case, would the gentlemen 
define their own-offence? ; 

He hoped, too, they would hear no more of the 
“one-man power,” after one man had decided 
everything on two or three distinct votes on Mon- 
day last, when the tariff bill was passed. ; 

He would give gentlemen a better excuse than 
any they had yet.urged for themselves. He would 
give the gentleman from Pennsylvania the excuse 
which the official organ of his party had made for 
them; and he begged leave to call the attention of 
the country to it. ‘The Intelligencer of this morn- 
ing put forth the following excuse for the vacilla- 


* tion of gentlemen of the Whig party who voted for 


the tariff bill after the distribution clause was strick- 
en out: 

“Nor do the gentlemen who thus voted sacrifice, in our opin- 
ion, avy principle. They. yield nothing to the President, 
whose will, but for the conscitautional provision which confers 
on him the veto power, would stand for nothing in the question. 
They yield only to the constitutional provision, which is as odi- 
ous to usas itcan possibly be to them, but which neither our 
opinion ner theirs can change.” 

«The constitutional provision!’ Mark these 
words. He would read the excuse again: “But 
for the constitutional provision, which is as odious to 
us as it can possibly be to them, but which neither our 
opinion nor theirs can change.” Sir, (said Mr. 
W..,) it has oftentimes been repeated on this floor, 
that itis not a war on the President of the United 
States, but a war on the Constitution of the United 
States; and the Intelligencer, in excusing gentle- 
men from voting for the tariff bill without the dis- 
tribution clause, after having pledged themselves to 
vote against it, declared that the Constitution was 
as odious to the editors as it was to the members of 
the Whig party. What! Had the Constitution of 
the United States become odious? Had any part 
or parcel of that sacred instrument become odious 
to these editors, and the party they represented? 
That was the issue he should present to his con- 
stituents, and the issue that should be made up for 
this nation. “They yield only to the constitution- 
al provision, which is as odious to asas itean possi- 
bly be to’them, but which neither our opinion nor 
theirs can change,” 

That was the excuse of gentlemen for doing the 
thing which they had solemnly declared they would 
not do, They pleaded the hard necessity of being 
compelled to yield to a constitutional provision, 
which their editor averred was as odious to him 
as to them. The Constiiution—that noble work of 
our revolutionary fathers, the length and the 
breadth and the depth and the height of whose 
wisdom could not be estimated—which had been 
held in such sacred regard by the people of this 
country ever since its adoption;—that sacred instru- 
ment was held up as an excuse for the vacillation 
of gentlemen on this floor. 

But Mr. W. rose for a different purpose than to 
repeat this excuse of the National Intelligencer: it 
was, to call the attention of the country to the 
manner in which this bill had been brought into 
the House, and the manner in which it was pro- 
posed to pass it through. When he raised the 
question yesterday as to its being introduced, the 
gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. GENTRY,] and the 
gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. Tuompson,] tes- 
tified, and testified truly, that it was not adopted 
by a quorum of the committee; that but five gen- 
tlemen of the committee were in the city; and that, 
on meeting yesterday, some discussion took place, 
and one of them (for the purpose of depriving them 
of a quorum) left the committee-room. But four 
gentlemen were left in the committee-room, (and 
this was during the session of the House, when 
they had no right to sit;) and when the question 
was put to the vote, it was not whilst the gentle- 
man from Mississippi was there. 

Mr. HOWARD, (one of the committee.) Who 
says the vote was put at al? 

Mr. WISE. Was it nevef put? 

Mr.HOWARD. No, sir. 

Mr. WISE. Why, this is better stil]. Here is 
a bill that has been introduced as the report of a 
standing committee, when there was no decision 
taken on it atall; and to-day the gentleman from 
Connecticut, by virtue of one of the privileged 
rules, introduced a resolution, and got it adopted, 
that it should be passed in one hour. Why was 


this bill introduced in so irregular a manner, and 
why the necessity for passing it with such haste, as 
to make use of the gag-rule? The remedial jus- 
tice bill, and the bill for the reorganization of the 
navy, were both made to give way for it, merely 
for he purpose of giving to gentlemen a quietus 
for their consciences, disturbed by their own va- 
cillation. ; 

The hour having expired— 

Mr. MASON of Maryland moved that the com- 
mittee lay aside the bill, and take up the re-olution 
for the surrender to the State cf Maryland of the 
Government stock in the Chesapeake and Ohio 
canal. 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky moved that the 
committee rise, and report the bill tothe House. 

The question was taken on Mr. ANDREWs’s mo- 
tion, as first in order, which was carried; and the 
committee rose and reported the bill. 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky moved the pre- 
vious question on the engrossment of the bill, but 
withdrew it at the request of 

Mr. THOMPSON of Indiana, who addressed the 
House at some length in reply to Mr. Wiss; after 
which, he renewed the call for the previous ques- 
tion, under the operation of which the bill was or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading. ; 

The bill was then passed—yeas 104, nays 86, 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Landaff W. Andrews, 8. J. 
Andrews, Appleton, Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Bar- 
ton, Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, Borden, Botts, Brockway, 
Milton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, Thomas 
J. Campbell, Caruthers, John C. Clark, James Cooper, Cowen, 
Cranston, Garrett Davis, Deberry, John Edwards, Everett, 
Fessenden, Fillmore, Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Patrick G. 
Goode, Graham, Granger, Green, Hall, Halsted, Howard, 
Hudson, Joseph R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, William Cost 
Johnson, Isaac Ð. Jones, John P. Kennedy, Linn, McKen- 
nan, Thomas F. Marshall, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, 
Maxwell, Maynard, Mitchell, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, 
Osborne, Owsley, Pearce, Pope, Powell, Ramsey, Benjamin 
Randall, Alexander Randall, Randolph, Rayner, Ridgway, 
Rodney, William Russell, James M. Russell, Saltonstall, 
Shepperd, Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, Sollers, Sprigg, 
stanly, Stratton, Alexander H. H. Stuart, John 'F. Stuart, 
Summers, Richard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tom- 
linson, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, Wal- 
lace, Warren, Washington, Edward D. White, Thomas W. 
Williams, Christopher H. Wiliams, Joseph L. Williams, 
Yorke, and Augustus Young—104. 

NAYS—Messrs, Arnold, Arrington, Atherton, Bidlack, 
Black, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, 8. H. 
Butler, Wm. O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, P. C. Cald- 
well, John Campbell, Cary, Casey, Clifford, Clintona Coles, 
Mark A, Cooper, Cross, Cushing, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, 
Dawson, Dean, Doig, John C. Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, John 
G. Floyd, Thomas F, Foster, Gamble, Gerry, Gilmer, Wil- 
liam O. Goode, Gordon, Gustine, Gwin, Habersham, Harris, 
Hastings, Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, 
Ilunter, ©. J. Ingersoll, Cave Johnson, John W., Jones, Lewis, 
Littlefield, Abraham McClellan, Robert McClellan, McKay, 
Mallory, John Thomson Mason, Medill, Miller, Newhard, 
Oliver, Parmenter, Payne, Plumer, Proffit, Reding, Reynolds, 
Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, Saunders, Shaw, Shields, William 
Smith, Steenrod, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Van Buren, 


Ward, Watterson, Weller, James W. Williams, Wise, and 
Wood—s6, 


Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky moved a recon- 
sideration of the vote just taken; but the motion 
was rejected. 

Mr. FILLMORE, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported a bill to limit the sales of the 
public stocks to par, and to authorize the issue of 
treasury notes to a certain amount in lieu thereof. 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky moved to lay the 
bill on the table: rejected, and it was referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Usion, and ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. BARNARD, the House re- 
solved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Jos. R. Incersoun jn the 
chair,) and took up the bill to provide further re- 
medial justice in the courts of the United States. 

Mr. BLACK, who was entitled to the floor, ad- 
dressed the House at length in opposition to the bill. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL followed the gentleman 
from Georgia with a few observations; but be 
spoke in a very feeble voice, and was occasionally 
wholly inaudible. His remarks were heard in so 
disjointed a manner, that. perhaps injustice would 
be done to the speaker by a publication of the 
fragments of his speech. 

At the expiration of the time limited for the dis- 
cussion of the bill in Committee of the Whole, 
the committee rose and reported the bill to the 
House. 

The previous‘ question was moved. and. sus: 
tained. 
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Mr. W. W. IRWIN moved to lay the bill on 
the table. : . 

The yeas and nays were called for and or- 
dered, and they resulted as follows—yeas 76, nays 

_ The question then recurred on the passage of 
the bill. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL inquired if it was in 
order to move a recommittal of the bill, with in- 
structions, 

The SPEAKER teplied that it was. 

_Mr. C.J. INGERSOLL moved to recommit the 
bill, with instructions; and on this motion address- 
ed the House at considerable length in opposition 
to the bill. . 

Mr. CUSHING replied. 

Mr. INGERSOLL withdrew his motion. 

Mr. YORKE moved the previous question; and 
it was sustained by the House. 

The question on the final passage of the bill 
was taken, and resulted—yeas 92, nays 84, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Landaff W. Andrews, Sherlock J- Andrews, 
Appleton, Arnold, Aycrigg, Baker, Barnard, Barton, Birdseye, 
Boatdman, Bordon, Brockway, Jeremiah Brown, Calhoun, 
William B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Childs, 
Chittenden, John C, Clark, James Cooper, Cranston, Cushing, 
Garrett Davis, Deberry, John Edwards, Everett, Fillmore, 
Gamble, Gentry, Giddings, Graham, Granger, Green, Hall, 
Halsted, Howard, Hudson, Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, James 
Irvin, Isaac D. Jones, John P. Kennedy, Linn, McKennan, 
T. F. Marshall, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, 
Mitchell, Moore, Morgan, Morrow, Osborne, Owsley, Pearce, 
Pope, Powell, Ramsay, Benjamin Randall, Alexander Ran. 
dall, Randolph, Rayner, Ridgway, Rodney, William Russell, 
James M. Russell, Saltonstall, Shepperd, Simonton, Slade, 
Truman Smith, Sollers, Stanly, Stratton, Johu T. Stuart, 
John B. Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, 
Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Van Rensselacr, 
Washington, Edward D. White, Thomas W. Williams, Joseph 
L, Williams, Yorke, and Augustus Young—92 

NAYS—Mesars. Arrington, Atherton, Bidlack, Black, Blair, 
Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, Sampson H- 

Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, John Camp, 
ball, Cary, Casey, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Mark A. Cooper, 
Cowen, Cross, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, Dawson, Dean, Doig- 
John C. Edwards, Egbert, John G. Floyd, Gerry, Gilmer, Wil, 
liam O. Goode, Gordon, Gustine, Gwin, Habersham, Hartis, 
Hastings, Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, 
Hunter, Charles J.Ungersoll, William W. Irwin, Cave Johnsont 
John W. Jones, King, Lewis, Abraham McClellan, Robert 
McClellan, McKay, Mallory, John T. Mason, Medill, Miller, 
Newhard, Parmenter, Payne, Plumer, Proffit, Read, Reding, 
Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, Saunders, Shaw, Shields- 
William Smith, Steenrod, Summers, Sumter, Jacob Thomp. 
son, Turney, Wallace, Ward, Warren, Weller, James W 
Williams, and Wise—84. 


The House adjourned at 5 o'clock, 


IN SENATE. 
SATURDAY, August 27, 1842, 

On motion of Mr. BAYARD, the reading of the 
journal was dispensed with. 

On motionof Mr. BAYARD, a committee of 
conference, consisting of three Senators, was ap- 
pointed by the Chair, to meet a like committee on 
the part of the House, to confer as to the disagree- 
ing votes on the bill to suppress the vending of 
lottery tickets in the District of Columbia. 

On motion of Mr. CRITTENDEN, leave was 
granted to withdraw from the files the papers of 
the heirs of Piatt, and Berry’s heirs. 

On motion of Mr. SMITH, leave was granted 
to withdraw from the files the papers of H. Lewis. 
THE DISTRIBUTION ACT. 

The bill which had passed the Hlouse repealing 
the 6th section of the distribution act, which sus- 
pends the operation of said act when it shall be ne- 
cessary to lay a higher rate of duty than 20 per 
cent. to support the Government, was taken up, 
and read the first time; and the question being, 
“Shall the bill be read the second time, witha view 

to reference?” 

Messrs. WOODBURY and ALLEN objected. 

The CHAIR said, objeciion being made, the bill 
cannot, under the rule, be read a second time to- 
da 


Mr. CRITTENDEN submitted whether it was 
not unusual to object to the second reading of a 
bill with a view to reference, when the effect of it 
might be to defeat the hill. 

Mr. ALLEN said if it was a matter of feeling 
and courtesy, he certainly would not interpose ob- 
jection. Bat this was an important measure which 
had agitated the country for a long time, and he 
thought it his duty to endeavor, by all means in his 
power under the rule, to defeat it. 


The bill, consequently, remains on the table of A 


the President pro tem. 


THE DISFRANCHISEMENT BILL. 

Engrossed bill regulating the taking of testimo- 
ny in cases of contested election, coming up ior : 
der, was read the third time; and, the questién be- 
ing, Shall the bill pass? 3 # 

Mr. WOODBURY observed that ‘ke hew the 
impatience which was now likely to bà fgit at any- 
thing like a lengthened speech. He should not, 
therefore, again enter into the arguments which ex- 
isted in such number and strength against. a por- 
tion of this measure, and that one which it seeks to 
enforce. They are twin-sisters; and both most 
manifestly wrong. The first measure ordered the 
Siates to make single districts for the choice of 
Representatives. This last one attempis to pun- 
ish them, if not thus districling. That was, in itself, 
inexpecient and unconstitutional, as has heretofore 
been amply shown. This is worse, as it makes a 
new order on the Clerk of the other House whom 
he shall admit as members, when the Constitution 
provides that each House alone shall do that for 
itself, and seeks, by new pains and penalties, to en- 
force all which was objectionable in the first meas- 
ure. Has the amendment adopted here removed, 
as some suppose, these obnoxious features in the 
two bills? So far from it, both are left in full 
force; and, as regards the general-ticket system, in 
force, he believed, only as to a single State in thé 
Union; and that the State which it was his pride in - 
part to represent. The title of the bill, in this re- 
spect, might then well be changed to “A bill fo dis- 

Sranchise New Hampshire alene, and for other pur- 
poses.” 

You have, by the amendment, exonera‘ed, for 
the next session, Mississippi; you have Hst off Mis- 
souri, and Alabama, and Georgia; but New 
Hampshire alone is to be put under outlawry. 
She, who helped to form the Constitution; who has 
since sustained it in all emergencies of peace and 
war;*who has sent her sons to every field and 
ocean where blood was to be shed in defence of 
American rights;—is she to be selected for a victim? 
It is not because she has adopted the general-ticket 
system for political or party effect, or that she 
clings to it with a view to injure or disfranchise 
any of her people. No, sir; that system has been 
hers ever since her birth as a member of the 
Union. Itissuited to her territory, habits, and 
interests; and no party, when predominant, wishes 
to change it. Push, then, this invidious measure 
against her alone, if you will it; but give us rea- 
sons for the strange anomaly. Assign something 
or other which will bear light and scrutiny. Let 
it not be said that the first measure can be regard- 
ed as advisory, and hence that this possesses the 
like character; for, whatever some of the depart- 
ments of Government may have thought of the ad- 
visory character of the 2d section of the apportion- 
ment bill, itis now certain that the friends of the 
present measure consider the former one, as well 
as this, mandatory. 

This bill is designed to enforce the other as man- 
datory, by inflicting pains and penalties for disobe- 
dience. Whoever, then, shall approve this, must 
decide that the other is both mandatory and consti- 
tational. Such, in brief, is the truth of the whole 
case. Without going now into the subject farther 
than merely to state the points involved, Mr. W. 
said he should close, after adding that this course 
towards any member of the confederacy appeared 
to be unkind, ungenerous, and unjust. 

In behalf of New Hampshire he therefore pro- 
tested against it. What she, in the end, might 
feel bound to do in relation to the subjcet, it was 
not for him io say. That decision belonged to 
her. If he did not mistake her character, she was 
equal to any such emergency, and would, undoubt- 
edly, act in a manner becoming a sovereign State. 
If other States deserted her, oc were exempted, so 
as to lose a common feeling and common interest 
in the question, and she was left single handed— 
selitary and alone—to defend the sacred cause of 
Siate rights, so be it. She was ready for the crisis. 

Mr. PORTER said the Legislature of Michigan 
had passed a provisional law authorizing the elec- 
tion to take place by general ticket, in case a larger 
number of Representatives was apportioned to that 


|” State than was provided for by'law, and author- 
izing the Governor to issue his proclamation s> 
soon as the number was ascertained. Mr. P. was 
understood to say that the amendment which had 
been adopted on the motion of Mr. BERRIEN, ex~ 
empting from the operations of this bill such States 
as elected Representatives to the 28th Congress by 
general ticket, would deprive the Governor of the 
diseretion allowed him by the Jaw of the State, and 
would force that State into an election of ber Rep- 
resentatives by general ticket, as he believed, 
against the wishes of the people. Mr. P. moved 
that the bill be recemmiited with instructions 
so to amend it as to omit Michigan from the 
benefits of the clause excepting those States which 
elect by general ticket from the penaltics of this 
bill, so that that State would either have to elect by 
general ticket, or be disfranchised in the organiza- 
tion of the next Houte of Representatives. 


Mr. WRIGHT replied to Mr. Porter, and in 
opposition to the amendment, assuring him that he 
had been informed. by the editor, whose paper he 
quoted as a justification for the amendment pros 
posed, that the law was acceptable to the party in 
power in the State; and that it was passed to save 
the expense of an extra session. He was unwil- 
ling that Michigan should be taken cut of the 
exception; and thereby either put her to the expense 
of an extra session, or lay her liable to the penale 
ties of this bill. i 

Mr. BERRIEN made some remarks against the 
instructions. 

Mr. PORTER said the Legislature passed the 
law, from the necessity of the case, l passed it 
from that necessity forced upon it by the position 
in which she was placed ‘by the tardy action of 
Congress on the apportionment bill, If the bill was 
not amended, as suggested by him, he would be 
compelled to vote against it. 

Mr. SEVIER said he would vote to recommit 
the bill, with the hope that it would there die, and 
not because be was in favor of the proposition of 
the Senator from Michigan. If he would modify 
the instructions so as to make them general, instead 
of specific, he would vote for them; if not, he would 
vote against them. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE called for a division of the 
question, so as to take the vote on recommitment 
first. , 

The question was put, and the bill was recom» 
mitted. 

The question recurring on the instructions, 

Mr. WRIGHT suggested to the Senator from 
Michigan to withdraw them. 

Mr. PORTER said he would, if it was the un- 
derstanding of the Judiciary Committee that they 
would consider the proposition. 

Mr. KING. ‘There will be no understanding at 
all. 2 

Here the matter dropped. 

On motion of Mr. PRESTON, the joint resolu- 
tion, authorizing experiments to be made to test 
the practicability of Colts submarine battery for 
harbor defence, was taken up as in committee of 
the whole; when 

Mr. ARCHER moved to amend the resolution, 
by adding an additional resolution, authorizing the 
Secretary of the Navy to contract for the inven- 
tions of Thomas Easton, Ethan Campbell, or Aaron 
Quinby, to prevent the explosion of steam-boil- 
ers; and to pul the same in use in any one or more 
of the steam-vessels of the United States, to test 
the practical utility of said inventions; and the 
amount agreed upon by him to be paid shall be 
paid out of any money in the treasury not other- 
wise appropriated. 

Mr. SEVIER suggested that there should be 
some limit to the expendiiure under the resolution. 

Mr. KING spoke of tke flattering resuits of the 
experiments so far, and of the great public im» 
portance of giving a further trial of these inven- 
tions, by applying them to the vessels. He had 
no objection to limit the expeaditure to $5,000. 

Mr. PRESTON said the joint resolauon appro- 
priates out of tbe experimental fund, aad not out 
of the common treasury, the amount necessary io 
test the submazine battery. He suggested that boih 
| ought to be out of that fund. 


that fund wás not sufficient.’ = 

Mr ARCHER suggested. that. ihe limit should pe 
#10:000; and: 

Mr. KING ‘Suggested that $6; 080-would be aw- 


le. 
rs My. WHITE: finde: some. remarks: éommenda-. 


tory: of “Mr. Campbells: invention; which is in 
practical use in tbe West: - 

Mr: SMITH of Indiana said the relation was 
too-partial. Iċseleects only. a few out. of. some 
twenty or thirty inventions that- were: equally en- 


titled ‘to the examination of:the department: What — 


had become of Raub’s. and. Evanss. inventicns? 
They were not incladedin the recclution. 


Mr. KING spoke of the experiments of the 
numerous inventions which-had been-experimented 
upon by the departmneni; and “argued. that these 
were the most: prominent, as the reason for mete 
tioning. them by name, though the fesolution did 
not preclude the Secretary from testing others. 

Mr. STURGEON mentioned the name of Cad- 
wallader Evans of Pittsburg. His inyention had 
been: tested, and was in-use on the Ohio, and had 
so far proved satisfactory. 

Mr. CALHOUN hoped the amendment would 
be withdrawn, and-introduced as a separate propo- 
sition. The invention of Mr. Coltstcod on a differ- 
ent footing. If successful, it could only be patron- 
ized by the Government; bet the others could be 
tested by private individuals. Tne experiments 


ought not to be made cn the United S aies vessels. 
There: were too many lives exposed. 

Mr. WILLIAMS moved shat the resolution be 
laid on the Aable; but, before the quesi.on was 
taken— = ¢ 

AIR announced that the hour for pro- 
the special order had arrived; and the 


the- bill to A enie revente from imports, 

change and modify existing laws imposing 
s on imports, and for other purposes—ihe 
question pending being on ordering the amend- 
ments to be engrossed for a third :reading,— 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he owed it to his own 
peculiar position in relation to this bill, as well as 
to the importance. of the interests which it in- 
volved, to address the Senate for a few minuies 
upon the subject under consideration. He had 
never felt himself placed in a more embarrassing 
Position than that which he occupied at the present 
moment. In this situation he had anziously en- 
deavored to discover the path of duly; and having, 
ax he belicved, succeeded, be had determined lo 
tread it, without fear of consequences. 


Sir, (contihued Mr. B.,) the only alternatives 
now presented to the Senate, is, whether we shall 
pass this biliyor leave the country in its present de- 
plorable ‘condition? Every subsiitute proposed for 
the bill has failed; and: it is morally impossible 
that any other -measufe can now be introduced in 
its stead, with the least hope of success. The last 
hour of ihe. session is rapidly approaching; and we 
must speedily resolve either to pass the present 
bill, or. to do:nothing. 

In what I intend to say, I shall studiously refrain 
from arousing any political or personal feeling; 
but shall: be content simply to place myself in that 
position before: my own constituents and the conn- 
try where I desire to stand. 

Let us, then, for a few moments, consider the 
two horns of the dilemma—the two alternatives 
presented to the Senate. If you shall adjourn 
without passing any bill, what will be the conse- 
quences? In the. first place, you will then con- 
unue, and most probably perpe-uate, the distribu- 
tion of the proceeds of the publie lands among the 
several States. This is mevitabie, if you should 
not raise the duties on imports above twenty per 
cent. Now, sir, whilst I freely accord to my Whig 
friends the utmost honesty of purpose in clingirg 
to this disiribution, they will allow me credir for au 
equal degre of sincerity, when I declare ikat, in 
iny opimicn, ji is one of the most unwise—nay, 
cdapgerous—measures which bas ever been adopt- 
ed by Congrers, Ido not intend to ço into the gen- 


Messrs. ARCHER and. KING remarked that’ | 


eral question at present—having already, daring 
the present. session, fully presented my views ae 
on the subject. Thus much, however, I shall d 
clare—that, if we squander away our most se 
icent inheritance of the publié lands, it is my firm 
belief that-we and our descendants ‘will regret the 
deed to the latest posterity. Whilst we retain this 
glorious fund, purchased by the toils and the blood 
of our revolutionary ancestors, —iet foreign war 
come when it may; let our commerce be swept 
from the ocean by a superior naval power; and let 
there no longer be any revenue from custems,—still 
we Shall have a never-failing resource in the jev- 
enne from the public lands to assure our independ- 
ence and our safety. This consideration alone is 
sufficiently powerful to induce me to vote for almost 
any bill which would arrest this fatal distribution. 
I would consider almost any bill (and, in several 
particalars, I dislike this bill as much as any Sen- 
ator on this floor) a triumph, which skall restore 
the land fund to the treasury of the United States, 
and senle this agitating question. I introduce this 
subject, not for the purpose of exciting political 
deba‘e, but for that of presenting myself in my 
true attitude before the people of the country. 
Again: if we adjourn without passing any bill, 
what will be the condition in which we shall leave 
the treasury of our country? Why, sir, many of 
the ablest lawyers throughout the Union, zs well 
as a large majority in bcth Houses of Congress, 
bold the opinion that there is now no law in exist- 
ence. under which any revenue can be collected. 
This is the almost universal opinion of the Whig 
party; and it is also the opinion of my friend frem 
South Oarolina, (Mr. Carucun ] on whose judg- 
ment { am disposed to place great reliance. This, 
I confess, is not my opinion; but experience Fas 
taught me to distrust my own judgment, especially 
upon legal questions, when it comes in conflic! 
with that of wiser and abler men. Should they 


prove to be rightif we adjourn without passing 
any bill, we shall fix a deep and disgraceful blot 


uyon the character of the country, which time could 
not efface. 


Ber, even smppose it should hereafter be decided 
that duties can be collected under existing laws: 
the cons: quences would be almost as appalling. 
Every dollar of duty which is now paid, is paid un- 
der protest; and, to say the least, itis exiremely 
doubifnl wheiher every cent of revenue teat is now 
received zt the custem-house must not eventually 
be refunded. The whole scanty and deficient revenue 
of the Government is now in litigation; and if 
we should adjuurn withoat passing any bil, will 
centirue to bein litigation; and no man knows 
what will be the result. This is tke condition cf 
the treasury of cur country at the present moment. 
Now, sir, is this a condition ibat any man—any 
American ciiizen~any American  patriot—-can 
contemplate without feelings of shame, mortifica- 
tion, and sorrow? 

And how stands cur national credit at the present 
moment? In that abject posture to which cur reck- 
less course has reduced it. Sir, public crecit is the 
very lifeblood of the nation. To restore it, we 
ought to make every sacrifice consistent with honor. 
We had ever maintained cur credit unsullied, from 
the time when we sprung into existence as a na- 
tion, until the period when unfortunate dissensions 
arose between the dominant party and the Presi- 
dent. Now, our treasury is insolvent; the public 
eredilors have large demands against it, which it is 
unable to meet; the state of things is daily growing 
worse; and there is even danger that the operations 
of the Gevernment may be wholly suspended: and 
yet we propose to adjourn, leaving the country in this 
fearful, this deplorable condition. Bad, indeed, 
musi be the bill presented before me, if it be, as if 
is in this case, the only aliernative for these evils, 
for which I should not vote. 1 confess I shrink 
from the responsibility of recording my vote against 
this biil, when its fate may, and most probably wil!, 
depend upoh my single voice. 

{ have never, in ihe wheie course of my Hie, 
read any publication with derper feeiirgs of morti- 
fication than an extract from an atucle in g 2 Lor- 
dan paper, which f have just seen in ibe Nationa! 
Intelligeacer of Thursday last. In what estimation 
is the credit of this great and glorious Republic 


now held on the other side of the Atlantic? That 
proud and arrogant nation, to whom you have sent 
a special. messenger to beg for a loan to supply 
your exhausted treasury, bas received your mes-, 
senger with contempt and scorn. . The language of 
this article is so strong and so unjust, that I shall 
not repeat it in the American Sevate. Your mes- 
senger is treated wih contempt, when he presents 
himself before the British capitalist. He is told 
that the credit both cf the States which compose 
the Union, and of the Union itself, is so low that 
no money can be borrowed upon the pledged faith 
of the United States. In the public journals, cap- 
ilalists are forewarned against him, and cautioned 
not to render themselves the dupes of our Govern- 
ment. And this in England! How mortifying to 
the honest pride of every true-hearted American! 

Now, I maintain that the first duty of an Amer- 
ican statesman is to make any honorab‘e sacrifice 
of opinion which may be necessary to sustain the 
credit and character of his country. Without the” 
passage of this very bill—for we can obtain no 
other—-we shall be disgraced at home, and still 
more disgraced abroad. Without it, we descend 
from our lofty elevation, and tarnish that high 
character which it isour duty to maintain at every 
sacrifice. 

But the worst has not yet arrived. If Congress 
should adjourn without passing any revenue bill, 
afier having already appropriated twenty four mil- 
lions of dcllars, in what condition will the Gov- 
ernment itself be placed? It will be destitute uf the 
means to meet your own appropriations; and it 
may not even be able to krep your navy afloat, or 
to pay the officers and soldiers of your army. We 
shail leave behind us a bankrupt treasury, and 
shall rerurn- home to meet a ruined people. With 
what joy such disastrous evenis would be hailed by 
the enemies of ovr free institutions throughout the ` 
world t whilst the friends of freedom in every land, 
who have been looking to our example as their 

sar of hope amidst the gloom of despotism, would 
receive the dismal jateliccnce with the most mel- 
ancholy forebodings, 

Witbout adverting further to the condition in . 
which we should leave the treasury and the Gov» 
ernment of our country, let us take a hasty glance 
at the consequences to large classes of our best and 
most eseful citizens If you pass no bill, you will 
ruin a very large portion of all the mechatics and 
artisans throughout the country. These are not to 


i be counted by hundreds or by thousands, but by 


hundreds of thousands; and for intelligence and de- 
votion to counury, they are net surpassed by any 
other cla:s in the community. They earn their 
daily bread by the sweat of their face, and are 
josily entitled to our sympathy and kindness. 
Under the uniform twenty per cent. ad valorem 
duy of ihe compromise law, they must abandon 
their business, or be deprived of employment. I 
have been informed, from numerous and authentic 
sources, that sore distress already prevails among 
them, expecially in our large Atlantic cities; and 
that their prospects for the next winter are terrible. 
The price of mechanical labor is much cheaper in 


` Europe than in this country; and, therefore, if you 


impose no higher rate of duly upon the made-up 
article, than upon the material of wbich it is com- 
posed, you must destroy their business. Impose 
the same rate of duty upon foreign cloth and upon - 
ready-made clothing—upon foreign leather and 
upon boots and shoes—and your tailors and shoe- 
makers have no incidental protection whatever. 
And why? Because, notwithstanding your duty, 
their labor comes into equal und direct compétition 
with the pauper labor of foreign countries, and we 
sbail be supplied with ready-made clothing and 
with boots and shoes from abroad, at lower prices 
than they can by possibility be afforded at home. 
I might greatly extend this list of mechanics, by 
adverting to hattere, saddlers, and other tradesmen; 
but I ferbear. Whatever, then, may be your duty 
upon the articles which these mechanics work up, 
you must diseriminate by imposing a higher duty 
upon ihe article when. prepared for use by the for- 
eign mechanic; cr you must deprive our own me» 
chanics of employment. Such a result would be 
deprecated by every Senator upon this floor. The 
| present bill makes the necessary discrimination, ` 


I sbalt not: now dwell upon the distress which - 


would be- produced: throughout my own State, 
among the laboring classes who bave heretofore 
found employment at cur numerous furnaces and 
forges, and in our coal-mines. From their habits 
of life, they are in a great degree unfitted for other 
employments; and even if this were not the case, 
there is no demand for their labor in any other 
pursuit. My heart sickens at the prospect of mis- 
ery and distress which will visit them and their 
families throughout the approaching winter, if no 
bill should’pass. But I have heretofore adverted 
te this subject more at large, and shall not farther 
pursue it at the present, 

T have thus hastily sketched one side of the pic- 
ture; and now let me hasten to the other. I ad- 
mit, most cheerfully, that the bill is extravagant in 
the protection which it affords; and, in some in- 
stances, is altogether probibitory. It-isa bill of 
which I do not approve, and for which I would not 
vote, were'it not for the present unparalleled condi- 
tion of the existing law, the treasury, andthe coun- 
try. [had-earnestly hoped that it might be modi- 
fied and amended by the Senate in such a manner 
as to render it more acceptable; but in this I have 
been utterly disappointed. No reduction of duties 
whatever has been made upon any of the protect- 
ed articles, with the exception of iron—an article 
in which Pennsylvania is deeply interested—and 
one cent per square yard on cotton bagging. The 
duties upon hammered, rolled, and pig.iron have 
been reduced considerably below the standard of 
the act of 1832; but of this I do not complain. I 
do not desire that any manufacture of Pennsylva- 
nia should be protected bya probibitory duty. All 
I ask is that such incidental protection may be af- 
forded as will'enable the manufacturer to live. I 
ask no more, notwithstanding the annual value of 
iron and its manufactures alone, produced in that 
State, has been estimated, by those who understand 
the subject, at more than twenty-one millions of 
dollars—a greater amount than the whole -value of 
cotton produced in any State of this Union. No 
Senator can suppose that I would patiently witness 
the sacrifice of such a vast interest in my native 
State. The duty on iron in bars is so far from be- 
ing prehibitory, that in 1839, when it was nearly 
the same as it would be under the present bill, it 
alone yielded to the treasury more than two mil- 
lions of dollars. I venture to predict that bar iron, 
under this bill, (should it become a law,) will yield 
a greater amount of revenue, in a fair propourticn, 
than any other article in the whole catalogue. Sir, 
most of the other great interests of the country 
have received as great, and many of them a great- 
er, protection than was afforded them under the 
act of 1832, If, therefore, I were to look at this 
bill in a sectional point of view; or if it were pre- 
sented to me in any other aspect than as a means 
of saving the country from impending distress, I 
should most certainly vote against its engrossment. 


When I came to Congress at the commencement 
of the present sessicn, I confess I entertained better 
and brighter hopes. I thought that the propitious 
moment had arrived for settling the tariff question 
upon a permanent basis. 1! hoped that sucha 
scale of duties could have been agreed upcn, con- 
sidering the pressing demand for revenue, as would 
have afforded sufficient incidental protection to our 
leading branches of manufacture, and proved satis- 
factory to the whole country. I was prepared to 
go as far as [ possibly could, to satisfy the wishes 
of my friends in the South; and I believed that 
they were also desirous of meeting me half way, 
and compromising this vexed question. I was dis- 
posed to yield much, believisg that jess incidental 
protection would be sufficient fur the manufac- 
turers, when they knew it was to be permanent. 
This spirit of conciliation was that which gave 
birth to our Institutions, and this alone can preserve 
them. In such a spirit, I advised a valued friend 
in the House [Mr. INGERSOLL] to intreduce a bill 
restoring the duties as they steed in 1839. This 
bill’ Would have scarcely produced sufficient rev- 
enue to supply. the wanis of the treasury; and it 
would have reduced all-the duties under the act of 
1832 in equal proportion. I regretted to find that 
this measare -of conciliation. received no support 
front my ‘Southern political friends, with whom it 
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mony. Eyen a proposition to restore the duties 
to what they were in 1840 met with a similar fate. 
And such was my anxiety to manifest my friendly 
disposition on the subject, that I would have voted 
on yesterday for a similar proposition introduced 
by the Senator from Virginia, [Mr. Rives,] al- 
though I knew it then came too late, had it not 
contained the (to me) odious. tax upon’ tea and 
coffee. If the present extravagant bill should be 
forced upon the country, I feel conscious that I 
have done everything that I could to avert it, in 
the only manner possible—by most earnestly and 
sincerely endeavoring to unite our political friends 
in favor of a moderate and conciliatory measure. 
I would upon the present, as upon almost every 
other occasion, have acted upon the principles of 
General Jackson—a man nearly as much distin- 
guished for sagacity and statesmanship, as for his 
courage and conduct on the field of battle. That 
illustrious old man, having the subject of the re- 
view and reduction of the tariff of 1832 distinctly 
in view, uses the following language, in his annual 
message of December in that year: 

“The soundest maxims of public policy, and the principles 
upon which our republican institutions are founded, recom- 
nend a proper adaptation of the revenue to the expendi- 
ture; and they also require that the expenditure shall be limit- 
edto what, by an economical administration, shall be consistent 
with the simplicity ofthe Government, and necessary to an 
efficient public service. In effecting this adjustment, it is due, 
in justice to the interests of the different States, and even to the 
preservation of the Union itself, that the protection afforded by 
existing laws to any branches of the national industry should 
not exceed what may be necessary to counteract the Tegula- 
lions of foreign nations, und to secure a supply of those 
articles of manufacture essential to the nalional independ- 
ence and safety in time of war.” 

In several of his previous messages to Congress, 
he avows similar principles, in terms still stronger; 
and in one of them he cites the authority of Jeffer- 
son, Madison, and Monroe, in their support. This 
is my creed upon the subject of the tariff, and I 
am toth willing and anxicus to carry it out fairly 
into practice. Į am willing to unite wilh my politi- 
cal friends from the North, the South, ihe Bast, and 
the West, in reducing the expenditures of the Gov- 
ernment to the lowest point, consistently with the 
national honor and the national safety. I would 
not impose one dollar of duties on foreign imports 
beyond what may be necessary to meet such an 
economical expenditure. In adjusting these duties, 
however, I shall never abandon the principle of 
discrimination in favor of such branches of home 
industry as may be necessary “to secure a supply 
of those articles of manufacture essential to the 
national independence and safety in time of war.” 
And this more especially after such manufactures 
have already been established, at immense expense, 
on the faith of your Jaws. I would save them 
from s nking into ruin, by a rate of discrimination 
necessary to preserve them. I repeat, that this is 
my creed; and it has always heretofore been the 
creed of the fathers of the Democratic church. 


I admit that the measure before us goes far be- 
yond these principles in many particulars; and yer, 
with all its imperfections on its head, I would rather 
take this bill, which will be instrumenial in replen- 
ishiag the treasury, and restoring prosperity to the 
country, than leave the Government destitute of 
revenue and the great interests of the nation in 
their present deplorable ecndition. 1 shall accept 
this now, as much the least of two evils; and look 
forward with hope to beiter times for an adjustment 
of the tariff, on a scale more consonant with all the 
great and various interests of ihe Union without sec- 
tions. It is pessible that, in arriving at this conclusion, 
I may have erred; but, if so, I have erred honestly. 
If the question were presented to my constituents, 
I have no doubt but that they would decide in the 
same manner. Indeed, judging from the numer- 
ous letters which I have received upon the subject, 
from pure and disinterested sources, and relying 
still more upon the unanimous vote of the Penn- 
sylvania delegation in the other Heuse, in favor of 
this bill, I think I should hazard little in declaring 
that, at the least, four-fifths of those whose will I 
am bound to obey, if placed in my situation, would 
vote ior the present measure. Believing this, and 
ever acting upon the principle that the il} of the 
constituent, when clearly and fairly expressed, 
ought to govern the conduct of the representative 
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has-ever been my pride and-pleasure to.aci in har- 
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on -all questions of mere expediency, I. showid be 
faithless to my trust if I were to vote against this bill. 

Mr. B.said he had; on yesterday; voted against 
several substitutes proposed: for. the present bill; 
which fixed the duties atone uniform rate on. all 
articles: imported. ‘This he had. done, because he 
was opposed to any horizontal tariff which- could 
be devised by the artofman- Such. a tariff. was 
all wrong in priaciple, and would-ever prove, as it 
had already done in this country, ruinous in prac- 
lice. He trusted that the idea of a horizontal tar- 
iff would be abandoned now. and forever, A 
statesman, in framing a tariff of duties for this vast 
country, embracing as it does so many diversified 
and conflicting interests, even if incidental . protec- 
tion were out of the question, must review all these 


interests in their respective relations towards each’ 


other, and subject forejgn productions to such va- 
rying rates of duty as will best. consult the wishe 

and promote the welfare of all our people. This 
was no question to be ciphered out by the rule of 
three—to be solved by merely asgertaining the 
amount of our imports, and then imposing such a 
uniform ad valorem duty on the mass as would 
produce a sum equal to our expenditures. This 


chad never been the practice of any nation, ancient 


or modern, so far as his knowledge extended;—it 
had certainly never been the practice of this coun- 
try, untilit had been adopted since the 30th of 
June last, under the compromise law. Each arti- 
cle of foreign import deserved a separate consider- 
ation, as much as if it were contained in a separate 
bill. The far-reaching sagacity of Gen. Jackson, 
at an early period, foresaw what would be the ef- 
fect of this horizontal scale of duties. In his cele- 
brated message to Congress, of the 10th January, 
1833, he used the following language: 

“The majority of the Statesand of the people will certainly 
not consent that the protecting duties shall be wholly abro- 
gated, never to be re-enacted at any future time, or in any pos- 
sible contingency, As little practicableis it to provide that 
‘the same rate of duty shall be imposed upon ihe protected 
articles that shallbe imposed upon the unprotected,’ which, 
moreover, would be severely oppressive to the poor, and, im 
time of war, would add greatly to its rigors.” 

He had not the bad taste to discuss the question 
at length, at this late hour of the session, and 
whilst all were anxious to decide the fate of the 
present bill before our adjournment to-day. He 
would, therefore, merely enumerate a few of the 
inevitable evils and bad effects which must result 
from the want of any discrimination in the assess- 
ment of duties. Even the compromise Jaw itself 
did not abrogate discriminations. It was true that 
it fixed 20 per cent. ad valorem as the maximum; 
but it contemplated discrimination below that rate 


of duty. 
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And, in the first place, a uniform rate of duty l 


“would be severely oppressive to the poor,” be- 
cause it would impose the same ad valorem tax, in 
all cases, upon the luxuries and the necessaries of 
life,—upon the costly wines used by the rich, and 
upon the coarse woollen garment necessary to protect 
the poor from the piercing cold of the northern 
blast. With all his heart, therefore, had he voted 
for the discrimination proposed by his friend from 
Missouri, [Mr. Benton,] and which had formerly 
existed in our tariff laws, in favor of low duties 
upon low-priced cloths and blankets. It was both 


a wise and a humane policy to impose taxes upon. 


property rather than upon labor. 

In the second place, a horizontal tariff, be it 
high or low, would ruin all your mechanics and 
artisans who prepare foreign fabrics for use. You 
must discriminate in their favor; by imposing a 
higher rate of duty on the ready-made article than 
on the material of which it is made; or you will be 
supplied with coats and hats from London, and 
with boots and shoes from Paris. ButI have al- 
ready sufficiently adverted to this subject. 

In the third place: in imposing a tariff of duties, 
you ought, as far as may be consistent with sound 
policy, to give incidental advantages, by discrimi- 
nating duties, to the productions of one foreign na- 
tion which admits into its ports your own domestic 
productions upon liberal terms, over those of an- 
other which closes its ports against your most im- 
portant articles of exportation. All nations have 
acted more or less-upon this principle. If France 
receives your agricultural productions on more fa- 
vorable terms than England, a statesman, in impo- 
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aing:duties, ought to encourage the trade- with 
France, rather than with England. ~- 

In the fourth place: articles the consumption of 
which among the people-sound policy requires you 
to.diseourage, ought to be subjected to heavier du- 
ties‘than. those imposed upon~ articles the use of 
which ought to be encouraged. Who, for example, 
would think. of imposing the same ad valorem rate 
of duty upon French brandy and upon coffee? 

Ta the fifth place: articles of very small bulk and 
very great value—such as jewellery, diamonds, and 
other precious stones—must be charged with a low 
rate.of ‘duty, otherwise they will all be smuggled 
into the country on the persons of individuals; 
whilst, on the contrary, articles of great and 
ponderous. bulk, the original cost of which is 
riffing, and whose chief. value -consists in the ¢x- 


pense of transporting them to your markets, ought 


to be-charged with a high rate of ad valorem 
daty—otherwise they will produce little or‘no reve- 
nue. Coal is an example of such ar article. The 

, 20 per cent. duty which it now pays, under the 
compromise act, amounts only to about 40 cents 
per ton, or less than cne cent and a half per- bushel; 
although, under the act of 1816, it was subjected to 
a revenue duty of five cents per bushel. - Such are 
the effects of a horizontal tariff. 

Again: in imposing duties with a view to inci- 
dental protection, discriminations ought to be made 
in favor of manufactures, the raw material of which 
is a production of your own country, and more es- 
pesially if it be an agricultural production. For 
this reason, the cotton, woollen, iron, and hemp 
manufacture ought to be encouraged in preference 
to. manufactares the materials of which are derived 
from foreign countries. You ought to discriminate 
in favor of the manufacture of such articles as will 
render you independent in war. Indeéd, 1 might 
state a thousand reasons for discrimination, which. 
prove conclusively that the Procrustean rule of a 
uniform horizontal ad valorem tariff of duties can 
never be applied in adjusting the revenue laws of 
a great nation. It is for such reasons that I voted 
against the amendment of my friend from Arkan- 
sas (Mr. Sevier] proposing a horizontal duty of 
25 per cent.; although I firmly believe that a tariff 
might be easily adjasted, with proper discrimina- 
tions, which would yield sufficient revenue to the 
treasury, and afford sufficient incidental protection 
to manufactures, without exceeding that average 
rate. 

But I am not only opposed to any uniform scale 
of ad valorem duties, but to any and all ad va- 
lorem duties whatever, except in cases where, from 
the nature cf the article imported, it is not possible 
to subject it to a specific duty. Oar own severe 
experience has taught us a lesson on this subject, 
which’ we ought not soon to forget. I cannot re- 
frain from briefly adverting to some of my rea- 
sons for this opinion. 

Our ad valorem system has produced great frauds 
upon the revenue, whilst it has driven the regular 
American merchant from the business of import- 
ing, and placed it almost exclusively in the hands 
of the agents of British manufacturers. The Amer- 
ican importer produces his invoice to the collector, 
containing the actual price at which his imporis 
were purchased abroad; and he pays the fair and 
regular duty upon this invoice. Not se the British 
agent. The foreign manufacturer, in his invoice, 
reduces the price of the articles which he intends 
to import into our country to the lowest possible 
standard which he thinks will enable them to pass 
through the custom-house without being seized for 
fraud: and the business has been bitheito managed 
with so much ingenuity as generally to escape de 
tection, The consequence is, that the Brilish agent 
passes the goods of his employer through the custom- 
house on the payment of a much lower duty than 
the fair American merchant is compelled to pay. 
Jn this manner he is undersold in the market by 
the foreigner; and thus is driven from the competi- 
tion, whilst the public revenue is fraudulently re- 
duced. 

Arain: ad valorem duties deprive the American 
manufacturer of nearly all the benefits of inciden- 
tal protectin when it is most required. When 
the bu-iress of the country is derrecsed, as it is at 
present; and when the price of foreign articles 
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sinks to far less than their cosi, your duty sinks in 
the same proportion, and you are also deprived of 
revenue at the time when it is most needed. 

Our own experience, therefore, ought to have 
convinced us that; whenever it is possible, from: the 
nature of the article, we- ought to substitute speci- 
fic for ad valorem duties. These continue to be 
the same npon the same articles, notwithttanding 
the constant fluctuations in prices. They afford a 
steady revenue to the country, and an equally 
steady incidental protection. . When commodities 
are usually sold by. weight cr by measure, you 
may always subject them to a. specific duty; and 
this ought always to be done. : 

Let us, then, abandon the idea of a uniform hori. 
zontal'seale of ad valorem duties; and whether the 
daties be high or low, Jet us return to the ancient 
practice of the Government. Let us adopt wise 
discriminations; and, whenever this can be done, im- 
pose specific duties. 

Then, sir, after maturely weighing all the argu- 
ments both for and against the present bill;—after, 
on the one side, considering the strong obj*ctions to 
it, and, on the other, contemplating the miserable, 
the distressed, and tbe hopeless condition of the 
people of this country, and the still more misera- 
ble, distressed, and hopeless condition of the public 
credit, in case this bill should not pass,—I have de- 
termined that my vote shall not prevent it frem be- 
coming a law. 


Mr. SMITH of Connecticut observed that, if this 
bill kad for its object to promote the advantage of 
any great portionof the community, without op- 
pressing or detracting from the best interests of the 
remainder, it should have his vote. But that it 
would havea directly contrary effect, would be suf- 
ficient excuse for his opposition to its passage-— 
much as he deplored the condition of the Govern- 
ment, and the discredit and dishonor of the coun- 
try, brought about by the majority now in power. 
If due inquiry were made, it would be found that it 
was in thosesections of the country where banks,bank 
currency, and fictitious capital most prevailed, that 
publie liberty was lottering in decay; and that in 
those sections where they least prevailed, the true 
principles cf republicanism were maintained in 
their greatest purity. In those bank-currency, 
paper-money, fictitious-capital sections, alone were 
to be found misery, pauperism, destitution, and 
p’ostration of the once free and independent Amer- 
ican population. There alone would be found the 
sickly plants of hot-bed manufactories, incapable of 
existing independently in the free and open air, 
and ready to perish if not fostered by the shelter 
and artificial stimulants of a protecting Govern- 
ment. 

Whence came the outeries about the distresses 
of the country, and famishing laborers? Was it 
from the agriculturists of the country? Was it the 
hardy yeomanry who depended on their own 
bands, their own unaided energies, and, in their 
indomitable love cf independence, disdained to 
cringe and supplicate for support at the expense 
of others? No; such men appreciated the true 
American character loo well to become suppli- 
ants to power, These outcries and complaints 
came from a widely different, a ‘degenerate, a 
bot-bed class; or rather, from speculators and ma- 
nopolists, who, for their own selfish ends, raised up 
these hot-beds, and fattened and grew rich upon 
the Jabors which wasted the energies and destroy- 
ed the true American spirit of their dependents. 

For the farther aggrandizement of such mo- 
nopolists, he was now called upon to vote for this 
bill. And what was its proposition? for it ecald 
not be denied—indeed, it was now openly avowed— 
that it was a measure for protection. itis prop- 
osition to tax the bardy freemen. of this Union, 
who trust to their own industry alone for their sup- 
port, and make them pay nearly double price fer 
every imported article that enters into the daily 
consumption of their families, thatthe rich mo- 
nopolists may grow ri: her, and their dependesits 
may become more dependent and racre numerous 
Where was sych a system to end, but in the dis- 
couragement, diminution, and desirnciion of ihat 
hardy raee, best calezlated to upheld irue repub- 
lican institutions, and the multiplication of ajisto- 
cratic distinctions between wealthy monopolists 


and pauperized dependents, which must sooner or 
later, if such a system is promoted by the Generak 
Government, lead to the gradual decay and finak 
dissolution of public liberty. Could he. then be 
expected to vote for a measure which was caleu- 
lated to foster and proteet monopoly and depend- 
ence, and to break down and oppress equality and. 
independence? No measure should receive his 
support, the result of which would be to build up 
an aristocracy of monopolisis, under the pretext 
of protecting the laborers, whom they had re- 
duced to the siate of paupers. It was not these 
laborers who were to: receive the benefits of this. 
protection, but their task-masters. This would be 
but the building up of a power to sap the very foun- 
dation of the free institutions of the country. -It 
was to stimulate a contest between those who live 
upon their own labor, and those who live upon the 
labor of others; with this difference—that the latter 
were to have the bounty of the Government, and 
the former were to stand the contest on their own 
resources, under fearful odds. 


Mr. SIMMONS did not expect to hear any New. Englander 
traducing his owm constituents. Such, he endeavored at some 
length to show, was the effect of the remarks made by the Sen- 
ator from Connecticut, He contended that the manufacturing 
laborers of New England were as free, independent, intelligent, 
and happy arace of citizens, as any inthe world, and require 
no further protection from power than that which every Gov- 
ernment was bound to give to its own citizens, so as to place 
them in a condition to compete with the rival interests of 
other countries. ‘That they were now in astate of destitution, 
was the consequence of inadequate protection. He depicted 
the condition to which they would be reduced by a suspension 
of all their Jabors, should Congress fail to pass some measure. 
of adeqnate revenue. It was well known that he did not agree 
with all the friends of this bill in many particulars. He was 
not as hostile to the ad valorem principle as the Senator from 
Pennsylvania, He believed that, if it could be guarded against. 
fraud, 1t would, as a general principle, work advantageously. 
There should, undoubtedly, be many exceptions to the generat 
principle. He admitted that this was not a biil the best that 
could be framed; but he believed it would now be allowed that 
it was the only measure which, at this late period of the ses- 
sien, would be likely to accomplish the main object of provi- 
ding revenue. He objected to the several propositions of pro- 
viding for the present exigency by temporary measures, He 
considered fluctuating and unstable legislation destructive to the 
industrial interests of the country. Tn his opinion, there, was 
not time, within the few days which Congress had yet to remain 
in session, to adjust the tariff in such a manner as to give the 
greatest possible satisfaction to the several interests concerned. 
But no one would contend that the country should be left with- 
out some revenue measure; the effect of which would be, that, 
there would be an inundation of foreign imports, to the detri- 
ment of the manufacturers of this country for years to come, 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut made a few remarks in reply tœ 
the Senator from Rhode Island, to the effect that it would be a 
perversion of his meaning to assert that he disparaged the arti- 
sans or mechanics cf New England. He appreciated them so- 
highly, that he wished tosee each a manufacturer himself, re- 
lying on his own industry and energy—and not the hot bed 
dependent of agovernment-fostered monopolist. 9 

Mr. HUNTINGTON observed that he felt ealled upon to say 
something in relation to his constituents, in consequence of 
what had fallen from his colleague, [My. Smurn.] Mr. H. ar- 
gued at some length that the manufacturing laborers of Con- 
necticut were entitled to all the constitutional protection which 
the General Government could extend to them. Tt was the 
want of this protection—to which they were entitled as Ameri- 
can citizens—which alone could reduce them to that state of 
pauperism alluded to by his colleague. 

The fact that there was now no law, either for protection or 
revenue, was sufficient to account for the destitution and mise~ 
ry of the industrial classes of New England. He referred to 
instructions from his colleague’s constituents in favor of protec- 
tion; and asked how he could now stand up and say these man- 
ufacturers were hot-beds, that should be left to themselves, and 
should not be fostered by the General Government. He could 
not agree with some of his friends, who seemed to be opposed to 
the passage of this bill; he hoped, upon reflection, they would, 
one and all, concentrate and support it. 

Mr. H. made a brief review of the efforts of the Whig party, 
since it came into power, to benefit the country by great and 
wholesome measures; and concluded by attributing the deplora+ 
ble condition ofthe country and the Government to the vetoes 
of the Executive. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut observed that his colleague had, 
no doubt, expressed what he believed to be the sentiments of 
his constituents. He himself believed he did the same. He 
had no intention to oppose manufactures. He was friendly to 
them. But he was decidedly opposed to hot-bed manufactures, 
fostered by the General Government, in opposition to those 
whose hands are tied by legislative action. He believed that 
the action of the Government ought to be such as to dispense 
equal justice and equal immunities to every member of the 
community; and not to one class, to the prejudice of another. 
As to the Senator’s allusion to his obedience to the instruction 
of the State, he would only say that he had acted in conformity 
to that principle which told him it was his duty, as a represent- 
alive, to obey the instructions of his State. His colleague had, 
indeed, shown that he was not governed by the same principle. 
The broad foundation on which he stood was equal righte—po- 
litical, civil, and sccial. He conceived it to be the true policy 
of any free government to break down, and not to build up, 
aristecratical distinctions. He was opposed to hot-bed monup- 
olies, because they nourished social distinctions, which were in- 
compatible with the republican institutions of the country, 

Sufficient manifestations had been shown, during the progress 
of this measure, to satisfy every true patriot.that it was time to 
assert the independence of legislation against the dictation of 
monopolist manufacturers. Great complaint had been made of 
Executive dictation; but the Executive had not gone beyond 
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the functions assigned him by the Constitution. Where, in 
that instrument, did monopolist manufacturers find their power 
of dictating to Congress what sort of revenue bill. the country 


should have? Where did they, or their instruments in Congress, ` 


find the pewer to tax the whole conmunit: 
benefit? Or where, in the Constitution, di 
trine of protection at ali? It was high time 
countenance this intermeddiing and dictation. 

He was favorable to the iron manufacturers; but he wished to 
see them depending on their own efforts and their own industry, 
and not upon the bounty of any Government. Iftheir interests 
are-to be built up by the force.of legislation, common sense 
and experience demonstrate that they must continue to be 
Jostered—that the aid and bounty to them must be progressive- 
ly increased, till their craving appetites become insatiable, and 
to:an extent that, in the end, could not be appeased by any 
Government on earth. Let them alone—leave them to them- 
selyes—and they will flourish and grow up more healthily, 
gmd will stand their ground without any props or adventitious 

Mr. 8. contrasted the solicitude of hiscolleague |Mr. Hunt- 
INGTON] for the iron manufacturing interest, with his apathy 
and disregard of the wool-growing interest of his State. 

Mr. COATE observed that it was not his intention to oc- 
cupy more than ten minutes of the time of the Senate. He 
would briefly state the reasons which had brought him to the 
conclusion of voting for this bill. He felt rejoiced that, asa 
Whig anda politician, he could support this measure as a pure- 
iy Whig measure. He could not hail it with the saine exulia- 
tion as ifit were in its vriginal shape; but such as it was, he 
took it as the best that could now be effected. It would do much, 
even now, at the eleventh hour, in its effects on the industry 
of the country; and asa measure of reliefto the Government, 
to reanimate and reassure the Whig party. 

He could not, however, exult with the Senator from Pennsyl- 
vania; for that which was a source ofexultation with that Sen- 
ator, was to him and his friends a great sacrifice. The Senator 
from Pennsylvania was consoled in voting for this bill, because 
it defeated the great Whig measure of distribution. But he 
<Mr. C.) derived consolation—not, indeed, from the same source, 
for no one could deplore more than he did the necessity of sac- 
vificing distribution—but from the fact that, instead of the Whig 
party being defeatedin. two measures—purely Whig measures.-it 
would succeed in carrying one, at least; and that, one would 
have the effect of cheering many adrooping heart, and gladden- 
ing many a fireside, where misery and destitution now prevail. 
Rejoiced would he have been if both measures could have been 
achieved; but as it was.no longer doubtful that to insist upon 
both was to defeat both, he was satisfied that true policy re- 
«quired the postponement of the one, for the sake of securing the 
blessings of the other. As it was come to a choice between 
them, it could be considered no detriment to the measure of 
distribution to say that its immediate consummation was Jess 
urgent than the measure now before the Senate. This is ur- 
gent and indispensable; it is an indispensable duty; the Govern- 
ment cannot exist without it; the languishing and prostrate in- 
dustry of the country must perish, if it is not passed. It may 
not be everything the country wishes for and wants; but it is 
something; and that something is important, and will effect much 
good. Itis, besides, all that can, at this momentous crisis, be 
obtained; and these were reasons sufficient to influence him, 
and satisfy him that it was his duty to supportit, AJ] must see 
the. importance of the crisis. A whole session of unexampled 
Jength had passed away, without anything efficient having been 
done to accomplish the great and leading business of the ses- 
sion—the adjustment of the tariff. 

This was the great work which the country expected at the 
hands of the Whig party. It had not been neglected, though 
delayed till a late period of the session; but even then, what 
had been done had been rendered nugatory by a power they 
could not control. ‘The desire to carry two concurrent meas- 
ures was said to be the cause of this failure. A different aspect 
of things was then presented. Things should be viewed as 
they really stood. The Government was in a state of destitu- 
tion; there was no revenue, for the Whig party, which had the 
majority in Congress, believed there was no existing law for the 
collection of revenue; public credit was depressed and unavail- 
able; the industrial classes were in danger of being reduced to 
utter destitution; and one great and beneficent measure could 
reanimate and reinvigorate all. Who, then, could doubt that it 
was a duty to sacrifice much for the attainment of that great 
measure of relief? It was a measure due to the Government 
and to the country alike. e 

Mr. C. pointed to the immense amount of capital which had 
heen expended on the faith of the protection of the General 
Government; to the numerous classes of laborers dependentupon 
that protection for subsistence and the very breath of life; to the 
fatal effects—the destitution, beggary, and ruin—which awaited 
those numerous classes if this country should be overstocked and 
overrun with the productions of foreign manufacturers during 
an. intermission of protection from revenue. And he asked, 
could it be doubted that hundreds upon hundreds of thousands 
of hearts palpitated with breathless anxiety, awaiting the action 
of the Whig party on this very bill? He was aware that the 
Whig party might truly say they had already done all they 
could do, but had been thwarted by the Executive. Congress 
had labored for months to perfectsome measure of relief. Anx- 
ious to preserve good faith towards those States which had a 
deeper interest in distribution than the manufacturing States, 
the two measures of revenue and distribution were treated as 
inseparable, But did not his friend from Maryland sce that 
Executive vetoes had utterly severed the connexion for the 
present? Did he not know that, untilsome change in the Con- 
stitution, this power of the Executive was uncontrollable, and 
that, therefore, there was no alternative between separation 
and the total abandonment of both measures? 

The Executive leaves it not in the power of Congress to con- 
summate both, though alike good; but does not exclude actica 
on one that in itself is an important, essential, and vital good. 
Presidential vetoes put Congress in such a condition that it can- 
not do hetter than it now attempts to do. iy therefore, that 
other great aud important good, to which the Senator from 
Maryland clings so tenaciously, cannot be effected, does net 
the responsibility pass from Congress to the Executive? bur 
does not the responsibility remain, of providing revenue and 
protection? for he does not, in preventing distribution being made 
effective, prevent action on the measure of revenue and protes- 
tion. Could any one say that, in passing this bill without dis- 
tribution, considerable advance was not made in redeeming 
Whig responsibilities? He did not think there was ground for 
the. unfavorable comparison drawn by his friend from Mary- 
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Jand, between this bill avd the bill formerly before the Senate. 
Would he not admit that circumstancés had entirely changed? 
What cannot be effected in conjunction, may be accomplished 
in detail. The great and numerous interests dependent for ex- 
istence on protection, may be first saved; and they will then be 
placed in a condition to aid in the achievement of that geod 
which other interests of the country languish for. 

He had hitherto been influenced, as his friends had been, by 


apprehensions that to yield up distribution would be to en. : 


courage executive encroachments of power. But a more dis- 
passionate consideration of the subject had satisfied his mind 
that the resistance already made would have the salutary effect 
of repressing such a tendency; and that, unless ‘some great 
principle of public liberty were involved ina further demonstra- 
tion of resistance to executive power. a time had come when 
his friends were bound to de all the goud they could, even ifun- 
der the necessity of narrowing their purpose to. that object 
alone. Letthis measure be adopted, and let men of business 
see what they haveto depend on. New life and energy will be 
given to the whole country, as well as to the machinery of Gov- 
ernment. Public credit will be restored; and it is not unlikely 
that, ina short time, such a surplus may accumulate in the 
treasury as will insure distribution, The country will arouse 
itself, like a giant, refreshed with sleep. ‘Khe national deb, 
about which so much noise was now made, would speedily be 
paid off. For surely fifteen or twenty millions of debt would 
then be found most inconsiderable, and it would be seen that 
this outcry about it was no more deserving of notice than the 
singing of a grasshopper in the grass. This great nation can 
shake off that paliry debt, as the lion shakes the dew-droo from 
his mane. On the other hand, decline to pass it, and adjourn— 
what, he would ask, would the chances for future distuibution 
be worth? How many, besides the friends of distribution, 
would look to that adjournment with dismay? Cast before such 
a famishing maltitude the whole benefit of distribution, and it 
would be but asa drop of dew among ten thousand men dying 
of thirst. 

Would not the country ask, why the one measure which 
could be effected had not been passed—and why misery should 
be multiplied because all could not be relieved? Such would 
be the cool judgment of the country; such would be gentle- 
mep’s own judgment of themselves, in their calmer moments 
of reflection. ‘They would not have returned to their homes, 
and laid their heads upon their pillows for half an hour, with- 
out being aroused to the consciousness that they could have ef- 
fected a great measure of relief for the country, but bad impru- 
dently, in the moment of excitement and passion, neglected to 
do it. But pass this measure, and each, when he rises from 
his pillow, will feel consoled for the toss of that which he could 
not help, by the attainment of that which had brought joy and 
gladness to many a constituent’s fireside, It should be recol- 
lected that Cungress was not in a condition in which it could 
commani success; neither was it in a condition in which it 
could afford to put off to another and more distant day the is- 
sue now pending. In a contest of a private nature, personal 
feelings might justify what prudence might forego; but gen- 
tlemen did not stand here to gratify their private feelings— 
they had a great trust for others to fulfil, and the dictates of pru- 
dence were imperative, 

This was no yielding up of Whig principles. On the con- 
trary, it was the consummation of a great and leading Whig 
measure. Neither was the postponement of distribution an 
abandonment of that principle. It was a postponement, not a 
defeat. On the other hand, the triumph would be with the 
Whigs at last, in compelling the Executive to give the coun- 
try this great measure of protection. And this protection was 
a vital principle to whicha large and influential portion of the 
community looked with intense anxiety. What would be their 
disappointment and chagrin, ifit was lost by a mere punctilio— 
a contest of feeling between their Representatives and the 
Executive? Was there not some danger—-and imminent, dan- 
ger, too—that this disappointment might work itself into indig- 
nation; that, in the mighty heavings of personal interests, this 
indignation might be directed against the question of distribu- 
tion as the impediment to expected fruition; that the very name 
of distribution might kecomea by-word and a reproach, like 
the alien and sedition jaws, which once had as many and as ar- 
dent admirersas the question of distribution; yet every one 
knew to whata pass of desecration they had been reduced by 
the din of popular clamor. Let not, then, this great measure 
of distribution be rendered odious or contemptible in the eyes 
of more than its political opponents. It will be time enough to 
take it up when there is some assurance of its success; when 
dismay and destitution are driven from the laborer’s dwelling, 

~and when his children are no longer crying for bread. Let 
these famishing little ones perish, and what will be the anguish 
of heart with which their parents will look to distribution, 
and denounce it as the desolator of their hearths? 

Mr. C. dwelt at some length on the confusion of ideas which 
had been occasioned by the supposed right of making protec- 
tion and distribution dependent on eachother. He thought that 
more practical good could be effected by separating them, now 
that executive vetoes had virtually cut them asunder. He 
inaintained that the consistency of the Whigs could be vindi- 
cated by passing the bill now on the table, repeaiing the sixth 
clause of the distribution act, or by adopting a resolution declar- 
atory of the adherence of the Whig party to the principle, and 
determination to carry it out at the earhest possible moment. 

He asked what excuse it would be to the laboring man— 
whose daily bread depended on the protection of his industry— 
to tell him that it wasto preserve his liberty from the encroa 
ments of executive power that Congress had declined passing 
this bill? Would he be convinced that it was better for him to 
starve, than that Congress should yield up the question of dis- 
tribution? Would he not take a practical view of the subject, 
and say he understood Liberty—noiasa goddess, wrapped in a 
golden cloud—but as the companion, walking side by side with 
him at his plough, or sitting with him at his work-bench, en- 
conraging, securing, fostering, and smiling on his industry and 
comforts. 

Mr. ©., after many cloquent appeals to the sympathy of the 
Senate for the working classes, to whom this bill would afford 
immediate and permanent relief concluded by invoking his 
friends. one and a!l, to give the bili theirsappait. 

My. MERRICK, in reply to the appeal made to him by the 
Senator trum Massachuscus, observed that. accorcing to his 
understanding, that Senator tock an erroneous view of the 
subject, and neglected to look at the other sides of the picture, in 
which his (Mr. MERRICK’ S) constituents were represented. He 
had forgotten to consider them, in the deep sympathy and in- 
terest which he felt for the industry of lis consutuents. With- 
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out saying more about. the. Executive vetoes, or endeavoring, 
by anything he should say further, to head the President, he 
asked—was it not competent for the Whig party, instead of giv- 
ing up one great measure for the sake of carrying the other, to 
support both, and share them equally with the great interests- 
lookirig to the one with as much solicitude as to the other? Why 
should he be asked to give up and surrender one great measure, 
in order-to relieve the distresses of the manufacturers, without 
any sympathy for the agricultural interests of the country? 
Should vot each have a fair proportion of the good? Let those 
who prize this bill so highly share the sweet, as well as the bit- 
ter draught with him. Letthem agree to abate some of their 
appetite for protection; let them accept reasonable protection, 
and leave to his constituents some of the advantages of distri- 
bution. Let the ‘Senator from Massachusetts come forward 
and compromise with him. What is this bill? It isa bill to 
tax the interests of the agriculturists for the benefit of the man- 
ufacturers, This the agriculturists were willing to bear, if 
they had but their share of the benefiis; but do not cast on them 
the necessity of swallowing the whole bitter draught, and re- 
fuse to share with them the sweets. 

The CHAIR then put the question, Shall the amendments be 
ordered to be engrossed, and the bill read a third timc?—when 
the yeas and nays were called for, and ordered. 


Mr. WRIGHT said he rose, not to make a 
speech, but io declare that he was about to record 
his vote in favor of this bill—a declaration which, 
it pained him to know, would carry disappoint- 
ment and sorrow to the minds of many of bis most. 
respected and esteemed friends, both in.and out of 
this hall. It had been his habit, as it had been his 
pleasure and pride, to act with his political friends; 
and he could not describe the reluctance under 
which he now found himself compelled to separate 
from them. Yet, after the most mature and anx- 
ious reflection, he had come to the ccnclusion that 
it was his duty to vote for this measure, because 
he assumed that this bill must pass in the form it 
now bears, or that no revenue law can pass at the 
present session, If he was correct in this assump- 
tion, then he eculd not avoid the conclusion he had 
announced; and he did not suppose there was a 
single member of either House of Congress who 
supposed for a moment that, if this bill be rejeet- 
ed upon this vole, any further attempt is to be 
made, al this session, to pass a revenue bill. The 
alternative presented, then, is this bill or none; and - 
the deep and deliberate conviction of his mind was, 
that this bill should pass, bad and loaded with de. 
fects as he believed it to be, rather than that none 
should pass. : 

A collateral consideration had greatly troubled 
him in assenting to this conclusion. His first ser- 
vice in Congress was as a member of the Commit- 
tee on Manufactures of the House of Representa- 
tives, during the session of 1827 and 1828, when 
he assisted to form, and voted for, the tariff bill of 
1828, which has been so extensively dencminated 
“the bill of abominatiors ” He was then wholly 
without experience in legislation of this class and 
character; but his experience from that action had 
taught! him the truth of the adage, that “men’s evil 
deeds follow them.” He became very soon cons 
vinced that be had committed a great error upon that 
occasion, and it. was possible he was about to com: 
mit another as great now. Il grieved him to know 
and feel that many friends were within the reach of 
his voice, whose judgment he most highly respected, 
and whose gcod opinions were most valuable to 
him, would so look upon his present vote. He 
could not. The occasions appeared to him to be 
wholly dissimilar. The tariff of 1828 was avow- 
edly passed for protection; and if considerations of 
revenue had any connexion with it, they were only 
incidental io the main object of protection. There 
wasno complaint of want at the treasury; no alleged 
necessity for increased te venues; and no blemish up- 
cn the public credit, so far as his recollection served 
him. Notso now, but precisely the reverse in allthese 
respecis. The treasury is empty; and almost daily 
the public creditors are turned away from it with- 
oui payment. This very Coxgress kas increased 
and is daily increasing the publie expenditures, 
and thus creating the necessity for increased reve 
enues. And the public credit is not sinking, but 
sunken; so that Joavs. at hgh interest and at long 
time, cannot be negotiated at home or abroad, upon 
d reason ibat we have not revenues to 
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It was known 
to‘the Senate that he had entertained deep feeling 
’ against-the policy of distribution in any form, or 
forzany purpese; and it certainly was a powerful 
and leading inducement with him to vote for this 
bill; that its effect was to be to arrest, and, he 
hoped, to eradicate forever, that policy. He begged 
to be believed in the assertion that, in speaking of 
distribution with the frankness and plainness which 
. Unis occasion required, he did aot design to utter one 


“ word which shuld wound the feelings of a single 
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individual on any side of the House. He knew 
there were many as honestly and. strongly friendly 
to the policy, as he was honestly and strongly op- 
posed’to it. = It was his intention, upon all occa- 
sions, to award to. othërs tbat credit for sincerity 
and purity'of purpose, which he now asked from 
them; and he certainly now felt the heavy respon- 
sibility resting upon him too sensibly toentertain 
unkind feelings, or to give utterance to unkind 
words, towards any one. > 

The honorable Senator from Massachusetts, (Mr. 
Cxoare,] in the course of his eloquent appeal in 
favor of this bill, had beautified and embellished 
the policy of distribution, as well as of protection, 
i a manner to which he could not, ifhe would, 
suitably reply; nor was it hi» object to reply to that 
fervid and imaginative speech. 

Ele must, however, entreat his friends who did 
not reside in sections of the country where the 
policy of protection is advocaied, and who are to 
vote against this bill because it embodies tbat 
principle, to consider, for one moment, one of the 
declarations of that Senator in regard to disiribu- 
tion, as distinct as it was significant. It was, that 
the friends of protection were, by natural conse- 


= quence, and ay a maiter cf necessity, also friends 


of distribution, Could any sentiment be more 
plain and natural, or more clearly evincive of the 
expediency of rooting out, upon the first possible 
occasion, the very germe of this distribution policy? 
The passage of this bill will do that, while yet the 
policy itself is not setiled and established. “Reject 
this bill, and distribution continues as to the whole 
land revenue, notwithstanding the treasury wiil re- 
main emply, our appropriations for the public ser- 
vice will be unanswered, the publie creditors will be 
unpaid, and the publie credit will receive a further 
and more fatal wound. Aad still the Senator tells us 
the friends of protection are the natural and neces- 
sary friends of distributior: thatistosay, they wish 
to make and perpetuate a necessity for high taxes 
and a high tariff} and ‘what policy can present that 
necessity so certainly, and make itso surely per- 
petual, as that of distribution? Establish that policy, 
and our short experience bas already proved to us 
that it will not confine itself to the land revenue. 
Already itis proposed to carry it beyond all the 
revenues to the credit of the country; and, by the 
interest and principal of a debt, to present an oc- 
casion for high taxes, which will be endless. Once 
selile that fearful system as a part of our established 
policy in the administration of the affairs of this 
Government, and the calls for taxation, in the shase 


of duties upon imporis, will only be limited by the | 


wants of this Government for public expenditure, 
added to the combined wants cf the governments 
cf ali the States which now do, as hereafter may, 
compose this extended ecnfederaey. Would not 


his friends admit that the arrest of such a policy | 
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of means to the publié treasury, the prompt dis- 


charge of the public liabilities, the efficient prosecu- - 


tion of the public: service in all its branches, and 


the spéédy and efféctual restoration of the public 


credit; but all. these important considerations bad 
been so plainly and folly stated, and forcibly 
pressed, by thé honorable Senator from Pénhsyl- 
vania; [Mr.-Bucaanan,] that he would not further 
remark upon them. f é 

So far as it might be proper, in reference to this 
bill; to turn his attention from the whole country to 
the State which he’had the honor in part to rep- 


_reseat here, while he had found the bill greatly un- 


equal in its application to different interests, and 


very defective in almost all essential particulars, | 


he thought he saw most ccgent reasons for its 
passage; becatce such reasons seemed to him pal- 
pably to exist for the passage of some revenue bill 
before the adjournment of Congress. Of the 
three great interests of that State—agricultural, 
commercial, and manufacturing—the last he sup- 
posed to be much the least extensive in the capital 
invested and the persons employed. That interest 
might be directly benefited by the duties imposed 
by the bill, though he entertained a settled convie- 
tion that, in many cases, the duties were much 
too high for the true benefit of the manufacturers 
engaged in the branches intended to be protected; 
that they could not be permanent, and would he 
calculated to raise up artificial interesis to be dis- 
appointed, and, perhaps, prostrated by future le- 
gislation. His impression was, that the duties 
upon. iron were not very far from a fair rate for 
revenue duties, intended to afford incidental pro- 
tection, Those upon the woollens and cottons, he 
thought: much too high and most unequal, as fall- 
ing too heavily upon the coarser and cheaper fab- 
rics of universal consumption, especialiy the 
coarser and cheaper woollens. Other duties upon 
less essential interests were still more unreason- 
ably high, such as that upon glassware; while all 
these duties, as wellas that upon plain and common 
silks, were, in his judgment, much above a wise 
revenue standard. 

Upon the agricultural interest this bill must ope- 
rate, in the main, as a tax end a burden; and upon 
the very few articles of agriculural production 
where protection might be afforded, it is not given 


_to an extent anything kke equally in the propor- 


tion to that which is given to the manufactured ar- 
ticle. The duties respectively imposed upon wool 
and woollens present a striking instance of this 
inequality. The coarse wool is admitted at a 
mere nominal duty of 5 per cent., while the cloth 
manufactured from it is to pay 40 per cent. 

To the commercial interest these duties are di- 
rect burdens, and the excessive rates fixed by this 
dill, cannot fail to disturb trade extensively, if they 
do not, in some instances, prove to be positive pro- 
hibitions. Still, strange it might seem to some, 
and mistaken as he might be in his apprehensions, 
be felt bound to vote for this bill as an act of safe- 
ty to the commercial interest. Grave questions 
have been made here, as well as elsewhere, whe- 
ther we have, in fact; any revenue laws in force, 
and whether any duties upon imports can be law- 
fally demanded and collected; and legal gentlemen 
of the bighest distinction, both in and out of 
Congress, have pronounced deliberate opinions 
against the validity of our whole collection 
laws. It seemed to be universally conceded that 
such doubis had been raised in the publie mind, 
by these boid and confident opinieas, that noe 
payments were now made at the custom-heuses, 


but under formal and solemn protest against the | 


right to demand end receive the duty. Let Con- 
gress adjourn withoutany action, in the face of ihe 
feet thaimeny cf its own members, and some of its 
own commitises, have concurred in and confirmed 
these opinions, and what sia’e of things must we an- 
ticipate? What temptation: for speculations, and jr- 
regular and exressive importations will be held vut 
to capitalists ef onr. own and all. other countries? 
No duty above 20 per cent. ean be demanded in 


any event, and with a reasonable doubt, and an `: 


opportunity for litigation, as. to the payment of evén: 
that; and under the confident expectation of a bigh” 
tariff, (perhaps as high as the one now before us,) at 
the next session of this same Congress, to take: 
place jn about three months from this time, will 
not the country be flooded. with goods, imported. . 
as well on foreign as domestic account? . Goods 
are unusvally low, and money is cheap in Eng: 
land and. France; and.tbe three months to be- 
allowed will afford time to bring importations 
sufficient for the consumption of years. If that 
should take place, what consequences are to 
follow? ‘The depression and suspension of our 
manufactories, of course; the destruction of the 
regular importer and merchant; the drain of our 
specie to pay the foreign debt contracted for the 
goods; another universal bank suspension; and 
then all the derangements of business, depression 
of prices, of products, and labor, and all the other’ 
evils attendant upon such irregularities. Were 
these apprehensions imaginary? He had not been 
able to convince himself they were; and if they 
were not, we might look for a state of things to 
which anything.we have yet experienced will be 
but as the beginning of trouble. . 

Defective as he had admitted this bill to be, he 
had used his utmost efforts, with his other friends, 
to improve it. The Senate had amended it exten- 
sively, and improved it much from the shape given 
to itby the House; and yet many and most im- 
portant amendments had been rejected by the de- 
liberate votes of the body. He had voted for va~ 
rious propositions as substitutes for the whole bill; 
which, though act such as he would have preferred, 
were Jess objectionable to him than this bill, in its 
present shape; and he should cheerfully have given 
his vote for the substitute offered by the honorable 
Senator from Virginia, [Mr. Rivuzs,] if it bad not 
proposed a duty upon tea and coffee, which the 
Senate refused to strike from it. 


. Much had been said, in the course of the de- 
bate, as to the rules by which different gentlemen: 
would govern this legislation. He knew of but 
one practicable rule; and that could be stated in 
very few words. He would keep the expenses of 
the Government at the lowest point consistent with 
an efficient administration of the public affairs; 
weuld apply towards the payment of. these ex- . 
penses all the revenue derivable from the public 
lands and incidental sources; and would raise the 
balance which should be required by duties upon 
imports. In raising this, we had ever been com- 
pelled, and must ever be compelled, to submit to 
such distribution of the duties upon the various ar- 
ticles of import as the majority of the Congress 
passing the law shall think most wise and just. It 
would usually happen that the same majority which 
should distribute the duties would pass the law: 
but this was not that case; because certain gentle- 
men believed it to be their duty to vote against this 
bill, not for anything which it does ccntain, but be- 
cause. it. does not contain all they wish,—and yet 
their votes have contributed to make that majority 
by which the rates of duty bave been settled. That 
which the bill did not contain, and which consti» 
tuted their objection against ir, made it more ac» 
ceptable to him—indeed, alene made it possible for 
him to vote for it. 

At the extra session of the last summer, a reve- 
nue biil and a loan biil were presented; and, during 
the present session, two previous revenue bills, and 
a loan bill had been brought forward, against all 
of which he had been compelled to record his vote, 
because they were connecied with provisions for 
distribution, or bore such intimate relations to that 
policy, thar he could not, asa matter of principle, give 
bis vote in their favor. Now, for the first time, a 
measure is presented, which not only does not aid 
distribution, but positively puts an end to it; and 
for the reasons he bad suggested and briefly as- 
signed, he felt bound to give it bis vote, objection- 
able as it was in its details. 

Another reason had operated upon bis mind, 
which he bad omitted to assign in a more appro- 
priate place. His State was one of the heavilyein- 
debted States. Her Legislsiure and her people: 
were now making. a bold, manly, and vigorous 
struggle—and -he earnestly keped it would beia 


_ Successful one=-to retrieve her impaired-crédit, and 
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sustain it upen its‘former high elevation. “Otte of 


the greatest obstacles to be encountered is the uni- 
versal want of confidence in the public and private 
credit of our country; and no one step can do so 
much towards the restoration-of that confidence, as 
a measure which shall restore it to the credit of the 
nation. This bill, he hoped, would have that ten- 
dency; because it would show a disposition and 
determination on the part of Congress to supply 
our exhausied treasury, and to continue its ability 
to meet the public Jiabilities; whereas, an adjourn- 
ment of Congress, without any legislation for that 
purpose, could not fail to havea most fatal influence 
in the contrary direction. In this aspect of the 
case; it seemed'to him that his State, asa State, 
must be decply interested in the passage, at the 
present session, of some competent revenue meas- 
ure; and he would again repeat, that, as one of 
her representatives here, the only choice presented 
to him was between this measure and none at all. 

A friend had kindly suggested to him that he 
should have voted to limit the operation of this bill 
as to time, if he had intended to vo:e forit. He 
had given bis vote against a proposition to limit 
it to two years—very likely mistakenly. His reas 
sons, however, for that vote were, the apprehension 
that, at. the expiration of the period, Congress 
would again find itself in the precise condition it 
isin at present; ard that others might find them- 
selves forced, as he now was, to act under coer- 
cion, and choose between the disagreeable alterna- 
tives'of a very bed bill, and no revenue and no 
ecllection Jaws. This was one of his objections to 
the compromise act, made at the time of its pas- 
sage, though he gave that Jaw his vote. He then 
foresaw that the expiration of its term would be 
likely to fail upon Congress unprepared, and that 
hasty and dangerous aciion would probably be the 
consequence. 

He had only to repeat, that 
the responsibility cf the ve 
but, as his conclusion had been formed after ali 
the reflection he was capable of bestowing upon 
the subject, he must meet those revponsibili ies as 
he might; and upoi him, and him only, should 
they rest. f 
Mr. WOODBURY spoke in substance as fol- 
lows: 

Were we all pursuing one end by different modes, 
it would be proper, in this great exigency, to make 
mere form yield to substance. It would, sir, be 
maniy and patriotic to relingsish any diversity of 
opinion about means—if all legal in themselves— 
in order te attain one important and common ob- 
ject. Nor would I, for one, in such a case, be be- 
hind either the Senator from New York, cr the Sen- 
ator from Pennsylvania, in such a public sacrifice. 

But, unfortunately, that is not the condition of 
the momentous question before us. From the 
start, sir, ithas been the deplorabie policy of the 
friends of this bill to seek, not one end or ebject, 
but three: and those three involving principles of 
cardinal importance, rather than being different 
modes or means of subordinate consequence to at- 
tain a single purpose. Those three objects are, 
first, to. procure revenue to discharge the ordinary 
obligations of the treasury, and rescue public cred- 
it from ïs present shameful Gepreciation; next, to 
give direct, bigh, and exclusive protection to 
manufactures; and, last, to assume, through dis- 
tribution, a portion of the existing State debts. 
There is no use in circumlocution or concealment. 
These have all been—tbese are all now essential 
ends connected with the present measure. I shall 
not add—as to any of them—that they are bad 
ends in the opinion of their friends; though, in my 
own Opin‘on, ali are, in themselves, incompetent 
and illegitimate for the General Government to 
pursue, except the first. ‘oat is a paramount ob- 
ject on this embarrassing occasion; and, indeed, to 
procure revenue should be the only object in a Dill 
entitled like this—‘*A bill to raise revenue.” 

If itis also ecnstitutional and expedient for us 
virtually to assume Siaie debts to the extent of 
three or four millions, why is it not attempted in a 
separate, independent. measure? Why this log- 
rolliġg and combination or bargaining, which unites 
inoue. bill heterogéiieous and irrelewant subjects, 
and makes the success of one dependent on the 


he felt most deeply 


was aboni to give; . 


succe:s or failuie of anoitie? Ifyou havea right 
to assume State debts, anid have the means to spare 
forit in these distressed times, why not do jt open- 
ly, and not under cover of a disiribction of a sur- 
plus, when no surplus exists? So,ifyou bave the 
right to give projection to one bianéh of industry, 
as a legitimate constitutional end under the powers 
of the Federal Government, and not merely as an 
incidental consequence of daties imposed for rev- 
enue, why not march up manfaily to such protec- 
ticn in a separate bill? Why not, as in France, 
expressly prohibit what comes from abroad, and 
competes with our manufactures, which it is 
deemed so important to cherish? Why not add, 
likewise, direct bovaties in other casés, where 
found necessary to sustain them? That would at 
least be intelligible, aboveboard, and the country 
would see and understand what Congress was 
really doing; and that policy would not, ‘as in this 
ease, by an unnatural combination, embarrass or 
endanger the only avowed object of this measure 
on its face—which is, to raise revenue. I do notim- 
pute this to any one as a designed wrong; but 
merely state facts, and complain of their bad ten- 
dency. This state of things, therefore, developes a 
case where gentlemen are not called on to yield up 
forms for substance, as most of us would cheerfully 
do in connexion with either of the three great objects 
in the bill, if they stood alone. But it isa case 
where we are required to give up some one or two 
great ends, in order to secure another; and are thus 
obliged to examine and decide whether any end we 
obtain by the bill is of sufficient magnitude to jus- 
tify our vo'ieg for other parts of it which we dis- 
like and oppoze, 

This is the conflict and embarrassment. The 
whole secret has beep inadvertently dirclosed in 
some of the remarks of the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts. Manifesily, he deems the high protec- 
ton in the bil to maxufac ures, of more importance 
than either distribution or revenus, cr boih eom- 
bined. Hence, there is no wonder that he should 
vote for it, though he loses thereby the other desira- 
ble yet subordiaate end of distribution ; and les- 
sens also, somewhat, the still other (yet, ia his 
view, less vital) end of revenue. While, on the 
contrary, it is to be inferred that other gentlemen, 
who deem distribution and the partial assumption 
of State debts by it, paramount to all otker consid- 
erations, either in a party or public view, will vote 
against the whole bill, because itsaspends distribu- 
tion. 

An intermediate class of gentlemen—like the 
Senator from New York—deem the last effeet of 
the bill, in relinquishing distribution, its greatest 
merit; and on thet account alone are induced to 
vote for it, coupled with the consideration that it se- 
cures the collection of revenae, when now donbi- 
ful, and may be eminently uscfal to the manufac- 
turing interest, 

Now, sir, if I coincided ir opinion with either of 
these classes, I shonid have voted with ove of them, 
withont explanation or delay atthis late hour. But 
as ! do not coincide with them, a minute or two 
more of the indulgence of the Senate is asked, to 
define my own position, and to show the reasons 
which are to me conclusive for stijl oppesing the 
bill. 

I place out of view entirely the consideration 
which seems to influence some—that we are likely 
to have no revenue if they vote against the bill; 
because the bill is destined to pass, if every Demo- 
crat in the Senate votes against it, ThisI have 
said and predicted from the outset. It secures a 
bigh and discriminating tariff for manufactures; 
and that alone is sufficient, with most of the ma- 
jority in this body—the high-tariff pariy—to in- 
sure its triumph, whatever may be ils violation of 
compromises, or its temporary effect on distribu- 
tion. Next,it seceres the rightful collection of 
revenue, when now it is, in their opinion, donbtfal; 
and when the imperative duty has been devolved 
on them ever siace last June, at once to provide 
ior that contingency, if nothing else. 

But why a Senater should vete for this bill who 
is hostile to a high and exclusive system of protec- 
tion, and who is looking to revenue as the chief od- 
ject that ought to be sought in a great exigency like 
this, of a bankrupt treasury aad dishonored naiion- 


a! credit, isto me inexplicable. F arraign the mo-" 
tives of no one, but look ouly to acis. You suse 
‘pend by it. distribution, I granty and that is desira- 
ble. But how long suspend it? Only, as the arga- 
ment of the Senator from Massachusetts proves, 
till he and his friends possess power enough to rée-. 
store it. Distribulion is not now renounced bys 
them from a distelief in its illegality or impoliey, 
or even from patriotism, or any moral heroism; 
any sublimity of public feeling and public princi« 
ple, as we are invoked to believes but fiom utter 
inability to retain it, and at the same time obtain 
either direct or incidental protection io manufac- 
tures above a 20 per cent. duty. It is to be surren~ 
dered, then, as a mere bargain—a Jair business trans+ 
action—a sheer quid pro quo; to get, instead of it, a 
system of protection deemed more valuable. But 
if it could be retained, and the high tariff be also 
obtained, would it not be? Have we not had am- 
ple evidence of that, in two successive vetoed bills; 
in attempts again to effect it by an amendment to 
this very bill in the Senate; and, lastly, by anew 
separate bill to restore the distribution, which re- 
poses now under your eyes, sir, on your own fable, 
and which hurriedly passed the other House on the 
heel of this, and is destined, I suppose, to accom- 
pany this to the other end of Pennsylvania avenue? 
No, sir. Some of us have lived a little too long te be 
hoodwinked into any belief that distribution is 
surrendered in this biii from any cause except pain- 
ful necessity, for any lergih of time—even a sin- 
gle houre-beyond their ability to restore it. While 
a Whig majority exisis in both Hon-es, the only 
obstacle—the only salvation—trom the unnumber- 
ed evils connected with the partial assumption of 
State debts, through the distribution, is the firmness 
and independence of tbe Executive. 

So much for ikat reason in favor of the bill. It 
is something, Ladmit; bat, under all the ciream~- 
stances, itis a forced, temporary, uscertain bene- 
fit, and for the ecxunuance of which we are to des 
pend on other measures and efforts than this, 

Eut vhat are these Senators on this side of the 
House coropeiled to abandon in order to obtain 
that supposed equivalent? First, all our principles 
of free trade, and all cur oppesiuion to an uncon- 
Stituticnai system of direct protection to one class 
er section of country at the expense of others. We 
believe, conscientiously, that the direct protection 
of manufactures is a power not granted to the Gene 
eral Government, but retained to eech State, to be 
used according to its own local interests and poli- 
cy, and belongs to it as properly as the payment of 
itsown debts. It is too late in the day, sir, now to 
pretend that this bill does not possess ihat direct 
and high protective character. What would a 
stranger have supposed, who, for the first time, en- 
tered cur galleries to-day? Not that revenue was 
the topic of discussion—the consummation devouily 
wished; but high proiection, and nothing bat high 
protection, with most of ihe speakers. What has 
been ihe whole argument of Us friends to-day? 
What their impassioned appeals, cut to save the 
manufacturers? What but to aid that class, and 
that alone, in the present embarrassments extend- 
ing to allclasses? We hear nothing of saving the 
armers-enothing of helping the merchants; 
theugh all are distressed, and theugh the 
capital of the. manufacturers (which the Sena- 
tor from Rhode Island appeals to me as being 
three hundred millions) is doubtless co; but is, at 
the same time, but one-tenth of the three thousand 
millions which belong to the farmers. The Sena- 
tor from Massachuseits asks, likewise, if the Con- 
stitution itself was not adopted for protection? 
Yes. But, in Gods name, and under its solemnity, 
let me ask, for protecticn io whom? To the farmer 
surely, and the merchant, as much as to the manu- 
facinrer. To the tweive or thirteen millions of 
people now connected wiih our agriculture, cer- 
tainly quite ss much as to cudy the million and a 
half connected with manufactures. Igo with the 
Constitution jor equal protection to the whole in 
their lawfu! pursuits, bat for no exclusive or par- 
tial protection toeither. 

So far as regards protection to any, by datics im- 
posed fur revenue, } ata willing avd anxious tbat 
all sheul equally receive acy incidenial aid which 
those duties, equally imposed, will yield to-any of 
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them againstforeign rival products. Beside distance 
and expenses, which operate to protect our own la- 
bor and industry against foreign labor and in- 
duitry, every duty of even. 5, 10, or 20 per cent. 
furnishes, in its consequences, so much additional 
protection. And if that duty be imposed in nearly 
3 horizontal form—as: the Senator from Rhere 
‘island admits is fairest—and if it is imposed equally 
owforeign grain, wool, hides, cotton, &e, aswell as 
on foreign cotton.and. woolleñ cloths, on iron, and 
sugar, and salt-—then the opportunity for favoritism 
‘is-exeluded—jealousies are hushed--the revenue 
increased—and. all are protected equally and inci- 
dentally against rival products from abroad. This 
is ohe great argument. for. raising revenue by a 
tariff, instead of direct taxes, or other levies on 
property; because thus only are you. enabled to 
ield incidental protection. a 
."Bhis. bill, however, instead of assuming that 
equal character, pushes the duties in many cases to 
100 and 120. per cent.; while, in others, it keeps 
them down to twenty, or under. It assesses 
the very highest duties to aid manufactures; and 
the lowest, or none, when agriculture is in question. 
instead of curing what the Senator from Pennsyl- 
vania objected to in my scheme—that “French 
brandy and coffee might be taxed nearly atike”—it 
taxes the sugar of the peor higher than tre wines 
of the rich; it burdens the rolled iron; the coarse 
cottons; the woollens; the salt used in every ship- 
yard, and.on every farm, and in every log cabin, 
more than the jewels and silks worn in the saloons 
of wealth and fashion, 

And am I to be invoked to give a preference to 
so- invidious a measure as this? 

That Senator complains, also, of the ad valorem 
rates of duty I advocate.as being worse than spe- 
cific ones, because the income from them would 
fall off in embarrassed times under lower prices. 

.” But does he not see that expenses ought also to 
fall off in such times, and less revenue be col- 
lected? And does he not:see, further, thal the 
owner of the goods, when they are worth less, is 
less able to pay as high an aggregate duty on them, 
as when they are worth more? Ín that way ofan 
ad valorem rate, and in that alone, can taxation 
approach equality on the importers of-different 
kinds of merchandise, and all be made to pay, 
even in distressed times, no more than a propor- 
tionate rate on the reduced amount of capital in- 
vested in that kind of business, These statements 
are ample enough to vindicate this mode, rather 
than a specific rate of duty, which makes the coarse 
and cheap yard of flannel and cloth, as well as the 
Coarse pair of shoes consumed by the middling 
classes, pay as high an amount of duty as the fine 


and expensive articles of that kind worn only by 
the wealthy. 


Again, sir, on this side of the House we are re- 
quired not only to vote for an unequal and direct 
system of protection, (which we believe to be un- 
constitutional as well as inexpedicnt,) but to vote 
for it in a bill purporting to be designed for rais- 
ing revenue, when the protection has so deranged 
the duties imposed, by forcing them into gross and 
bigh inequalities, as, in many cases, to lessen the 
revenue, and defeat that great and (with us) para- 
moust object of the whole bill. Are we, then, 
compelled, by any principle of comity, or patriot- 
ism, or liberal concession, when seeking to raise 
revenue a!one—which is so much reeded for meet- 
ing current engagements and redeeming the pros- 
trate credit of the Government—are we to be re- 
quired to vote for a bil! which sacrifices that very 
object, and sacrifices it also to aid another, and an 
illegitimate one—of high protection to manufac- 
tures? 

Let it not be repeated as an apology, that the 
bill at least cures the dowbt in future about the 
right to collect some of our present deties uncer the 
existing laws. For if this bill fails, all who enter- 
tain that doubt must unite at once to pers enother 
bill to cure or remove it be 
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Siripped of that excuse, the bill as a revenue 
measure is much worse than the present laws 
would be without it. Ít includes scarcely any new 
article; and in many old ones it isso high as to 
lessen their use, and thus cut off most of the income 
from them. It is tbus a measure to diminish rather 
than increase revenue—one to lower, not raise 
means to carry on the Government. Some have 
ealevlated that not over twelve or thirteen millions 
of dollars net, in the aggregate, are likely to be col- 
lected under it. I feel confident that the net ag- 
gregate, for some time, will not exceed fifteen or 
sixteen millions; while under the present laws 
and. low duties, the imports are likely to be so much 
larger, and especially of those articles which are 
highly taxed by this bill, that the revenue would 
probably reach eighteen millions yeatly. You will 
then, in all human probability, lose, in point of 
revenue, by this bill, from two to three millions. 
Do not let it be said that this is improbable, be- 
cause the duties in the present bill are not so pro- 
hibitory as we imagine? If not so, why did you 
refuse to adopt the amendment which I offered 
yesterday, to reduce all above fifty per cent. next 
year to that standard? If many are not above fifty 
per cent., you would have accepted that proposal, 
even if you had not gone farther, and accepted the 
next one, to reduce them in two years afier to 
twenty-five per cent. 

Let none impute to us, also, an unwillingness to 
vote supplies, or pass any suitable laws to carry 
On the fiscal operations of the treasury. We have 
again and again offered to vote for laws to remove 
all doubts about the right to collect revenue now; 
we have offered bills for that purpose; and it is 
you, and you alone, who have obstinately refused 
to pass them in seascn, and thus remove those 
doubts, We have been willing to amend this bill, 
so as to collect more revenue than it now will, by 
taxing most imports at a revenue standard of 25 
per cent; and it is you, and you alone, who have 
refused that large supply, and that aid, more ample 
than this to restore -public credit, It is you, and 
you alone, who have. neglected, till so late, imper- 
ative duties, devolved on you. peculiarly, as hold- 
ing triumphant majorities in both Houses, and 
hence bound to present and pass, seasonably, all 
necessary supplies. 

Mr. WRIGHT further explained the condition 
of his State, which had induced him to consider it 
deeply connected with the credit of the General 
Government. . 

Mr. WOODBURY said that he rose again, not 
to comment on anything which had just fallen from 
the Senator from New York, but to add a few 
words concerning the future, which he intended to 
have submitted before, 


Let me warn gentlemen that, if they pass this bill, 
the fiscal condition cf the country will still con- 
tinue without adequate relief. Not claiming any 
spirit of prophecy, he was still forced, from bitter 
experience, to believe that the seeds of disease still 
remained in your extravagant scale of expenses. 
Taking back the lands, if they were properly ad- 
vertised, would help some to meet the emergency; 
but many of the duties in tbis bill are so prohibito- 
ty, and the free list is so large in amount, that it 
was idle io expect a revenue from both, sufficient 
to defray. twenty-seven millions of ordinary ex- 
penditere—or even twenty-five, twenty-three, or 
twenty-two—and the interest on the public debt. 

If yeu retrace your steps from the exploded sys- 
tem of permanent loans in peace, and resume a 
temporary issue of mere treasury Rotes—the only re- 
sort now left sill another year—it may be pretica- 
ble to supply the deficit tiil we meet here again, 
some three mouths hence. But then a new line of 
policy—a new task—must be commenced; or your 
inevitab’e lot must be a continuance of tankrupiey 
and financial disgrace. The great root of the evil 
has been the vast appropriations voed since the 
extra session began; and the subordivate errors 
were, not advertuiag the lands fully, as weil as 
siviog away their proseeds the prevent year, and in 
net early and efficiently making a tariff for rey- 
enus, and revenue alune. Sach a cne would, 
wita ibe jands, have furnished all ihat ought io be 
expended; and, at the same time, would yield am- 
ple incidental, steady, and unijorm protection to 


Ta 
every great branch of industry at home, endangered 
by foreign competition. 

The first act must be to lessen the expenses to 


‘eighteen or nineteen millions, for ordinary pur~ 


poses. The next, to reduce some dulies—now so 
high as to yield little revenue ; and raise others— 
now too low to yield the revenue they might-—as 
well as to impose moderate duties, if more revenue is 
needed, on some of the articles now free. Then, 
and then only, can the ends of the year meet, with- 
out ruinous loans in peace, or a miserable resort to 
direct taxes, excise, stamp acts, and all their odious 
train of burdens. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN would not have risen to say one word, 
had it not been for the observations of the Senator from New 
Hampshire. He was disposed to go as far as any one reason- 
ably could be expected to go, for incidental protection in laying 
on duties for revenue. He had no fault to find with this bill on 
that score. He believed the protection it would afford would 
be no more than that which might justly be considered inci- 
dental to revenue. He believed it waa the policy and the in- 
terest of every country to shift the burdens of taxation from its 
own shouldets, and place them upon the foreign commerce of 
other countries. i 

He always listened to the Senator from New Hampshire 
with that attention which was due to his politieal knowledge 
and experience. He had heard the Senator say that, if this waa 
a bill exclusively for protection, he would vote for it. Didhe 
understand the Senator correctly? 

Mr. WOODBURY said he must have stated the reverse, for 

everse was his meaning. 
mere CRITTENDEN wk it for granted that the Senators 
meaning was as he now says; but his words were as heat first 
stated them. But, was he to understand that the Senator was 
opposed to protection? 

Mr. WOODBURY explained that, if he had said what the 
Senator fiom Kentucky at first stated, it was a mistake; his 
meaning being the reverse. But in answer to the Senator as to 
his sentiments with regard to protection, he would explain that 
he was friendly to incidental protection—not to that of one 
class at the expense of another, but equal protection to one in- 
terest of the country astoanother, and not exclusive protection 
to favored interests. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Then this thing of equal protection to 
all, can amount to nothing but protection tonone, There could 
be no such thing as that sort of protection, and, so far, it was all 
a delusion to talk of fostering the industry of the country. All 
protecting all,in a matter of this nature, seemed tobe a strange 
anomaly, Who was to be the protector, and who the protected? 
He could not, with all the ingenuity he was master of, distin- 
guish between the practicability of the equal protection to all 
of the Senator from New Hampshire, and the free-trade doc- 
trine of the Senator from South Carolina. There was just as 
much sense in the one asthe other. 4 

In reference to the assertion of the Senator from New Hamp“ 
shire—that] nothing, after all, would relieve the treasury but 
rigid economy and retrenchment--Mr. C, reviewed the exs 
pendituresof Mr. Woopzury’s administration, and contrasted 
these expenditures with those of the present Administration, 
He also referred to the vote given by the Senator from New 
Hampshire on the revenue bill‘of 1832, and to the sentiments 
of the Senator from South Carolina, as expressed in 1816. 

He stated that he had with reluctance been driven to the con- 
clusion of voting for this bill. He could not be accused of 
courting the favor of the Executive, by conforming to his will: 
but he had deeply weighed the condition of the Government; 
and he could not bring himself to wound his country with a blow 
aimed at Mr. Tyler. g 

The considerations which had infiuenced him were—first, a 
deference to the decision of the House of Representatives; next, 
the condition of the county. He saw the whole country in a 
state of humiliation and distress—the manufactures ruined, the 
revenue suspended, the laboring industry of the country reduced 
to misery and destitution; and he asked himself, Can anything 
be done to relieve this distress? Although we have a bad Presi- 
dent—a mischievous President—yet we have a glorious coun- 
try, and a glorious people; and the question is, What can we 
do to raise this country, and this people, from this dark mist of 
distress? It is not Mr, Tyler’s country, or Mr. Tyler’s Govern- 
ment; it is our country, andour Government: and, for its sake, 
we should come up proudly, and give our votes for its relief. 

He denounced the President here, and would denounce him 
every where, in language as strong as respect for public deco- 
rum would warrant. He voted for this bill, with the intention of 
also voting for the bill on the table—for the repeal of the sixth 
clanse-of the distribution act. Both bills should go to the Presi- 
dent, Let his veto No, 5 and his veto No. 6 come. {Who cared 
for his vetoes? He (Mr. C.) cared nothing for them. His taste 
had become so reconciled to vetoes, that they did not now seem 
half so bitter to him as he once thought them. Let both bills 
go to the President, that he may have his wish gratified—of 
having the two measures separated. And let him’ give either, 
or both, his veto. He could tell the Senator from New York 
that the Presidents acceptance of the one, and rejection of the 
other, would not uproot the tree of distribution. Ttsgerme was 
alive, and could not be killed by suspended animation. - 

Who could look at this Senate, and know these men, and 
then look at him who is supposed capable of awing them, and 
say there was among them one that could be intimidated by 
John Tyler? He did not believe there was an office-holder in any - 
post office ofthe Union that would be so intimidated. Did he but 
know the sentiments of the people of the United States, he 
would never have driven his party to such extremities as to 
have to appeal to his and their opponents, till they, in very 
shame, were obliged to turn away from his endearmerits, 

He had no personal unkiadness to the President of the United > 
States. It was of Mr. Tvleras a public man he spoke, and he 
judged him only in his official capacity. Never did his friends 
Jay on the altar of patriotism a sacrifice more free and unde- 
filed than they did now in giving their votes for this bill. 

Tt was nota little painful to hear gentiemen opposite glory- 
ing over the destruction of the great measure of distribution. 
He was told it wag but a trifle to each State. Weill, he knew 
that the share which would fall to his own State would be suffi- 
cient to educate every widow’s son— every poor man’s son in 


the State, Jt was no such trifle which would accomplish this. 
But. it was to be kept in the public treasury, to:be dribbled 
away In appropriations among the thirty millions of expendi- 
tures which, according to by-gone experience, might be expect- 
ed to flow from the public coffers when the opposite party. 
“again came into power, (as they now anticipated,) and the Sen: 
ator from New Hampshire was again at the head of the 
Treasury. : 

He wished thë country to know who it was that went for di- 
rect taxes—for taking away. protection, and giving it to foreign 
industry; and who for taking away from the education of the 
poor the land fund. 


Mr. WOODBURY said he regretted that any of the remarks 
which had fallen from him should have occasioned so much 
trouble. to the Senator from Kentucky. Mr. W. really cher- 
ished no unkind feelings towards that Senator; and, therefore, 
would not say asyllable in retort, likely to add to those pangs 
which the Senator spoke of so ardently, and in his peculiar posi- 
tion must, without doubt, feel so strongly. 

He passed by it all, and would merely state inexplanation, 
one or two facts. First, in respect to the charge that he (Mr. 
W.) had voted for the abominations in the high tariff act of 1828, 
the Senator labored under a great mistake, and persisted in 
it strangely, though once before corrected. Mr. W. probably 
voted then, as now, on some amendments designed to make 
the bill better and more equal. He may have voted to raise 
the duty on wool, and some such articles; because they were 
much lower than on others, and in order to create more equality 
in favor of agriculture, But the journal of the Senate would 
show, as well as the publication of debates, that he was from 
first to last opposed to the principle of that, as well as this 
bill; and recorded his nay against the abominations (asthe Sen- 
tor is pleased to term them) of that bil}, as he should against 
those of this one. Next, the Senator professes to be puzzled to 
discover how a bill with nearly horizontal duties of twenty or 
twenty-five percent. on all imports, could yield any incidental 
protection to American labor or home industry. 

Mr. W. was sorry that the Senator had not learned a little on 
this subject from the chairman of the Committee on Manufac- 
tures, who had stated in debate, this very day, that he con- 
sidered a horizontal tariff the most just, and, if high enough, as 


useful for protection as any other; or learned a little from the- 


farmer of Ashland, who, in 1840, declared that the tariff previded 
in the compromise, which was horizontal, and only 20 per cent , 
would, with cash duties and home valuation, yield, incidentally, 
all the protection to manufactures which was proper; or from 
the hero of North Bend—another authority almost as high 
with him—that the same compromise duties were enough, and 
that he would never assent to a departure from them. Why, 
sir, if 60 per cent. duty yields any protection, will not 20 per 
cent. yield one-third as much? Or, if 40 per cent. yields some, 
will not 20 per cent, yield half as much? And isit nothing to 
aid American labor, American industry, and the boasted Ameri- 
can system~-to restrict the use of foreign articles, such as are 
grown or produced here, unless paying on them even a5 per 
cent tax? Much more will itaid all domestic enterprise, if those 
foreign articles are obliged to encounter not only the risk, delay, 
and expense of coming here across an ocean three thousand 
miles, and a tax here of five per cent., while ours are free, but 
a further tax of 10, 15, or 20 per cent. : 

Let us hear no more, then, that no protection results incident- 
ally to American labor, if all foreign articles, coming in compe- 
tition with it, are equally taxed for revenue 20 or 25 per cent. 
Such a tax, I grant, is not imposed for the purpose of protec. 
tion; nor should it be, by the General Government. But when 
it is imposed for revenue, rather than to collect all revenue from 
danda, excise, and other sources, incidental protection is often 
the consequence, and a very effective consequence, in aid of the 
domestic pruduction. 

In respect to another imputation made by the Senator, as to 
the extravagance in expenses during a part of the period of my 
connexion with the Treasury Department, Mr. W. would only 
remind him that Congress caused and authorized the public 
expenses, and not the executive departments. If the Senator 
could put his finger on a single case where the Treasury De- 
partment, during his administration of it, or where he, as a 
member of this body since, had recommended extravagant 
measures, letit be done, He was ready for the issue. 

And in respect to surpluses, to which the gentleman from 
Kentucky had referred, let him remember that the only admin- 
istration of the treasury under which a dollar of surplus had 
ever accrued and been paid over to the States, was under mine; 
and that to the extent of more than twenty eight millions of 
dollars. But he claimed no peculiar credit for that, though it 
put to flight all the imputations in respectto the want or waste 
of surpluses. r A 

Mr. CRITTENDEN made a brief explanation. 

Mr. BAGBY rose, andspoke for a considerable time before he 
was distinctly understood in the gallery, in consequence of the 
noise in the Senate, and the lowness of tone in which he spoke, 
When heard, he was understood to deny that any power, or the 
slightest authority, could be found in the Constitution for this 
doctrine of protection, either direct or incidental. He called to 
the recollection of the Senate that, when this revenue bill was 
under consideration a few weeks ago, and the Senator from 
Pennsylvania moved to strike out the 27th section, the gentle- 
men opposite declared that, sooner than forego distribution, 
they would let the Government and the Constitution itself per- 
ish: What, he would ask, had produced such a revolution as 
was now witnessed? What but the domination ofa greater in- 
terest-—that involved in the principle of protection? ‘This, then, 
was the main object of this measure. Tn this bill of abomina- 
tions, from beginning to end of its 54 pages, the ruling principle 
was protection, and nothing but protection. 

On former occasions ihe Senator from Kentucky advocated 
distribution, as essential for the salvation of the broken down 
and bankrupt Governments of the indebted States. Now he 
has changed his ground, and insists that it is to go for, the 
education of the widows’ sons, and the poor boys of every State 
inthe Union. If the compendiam ofthe census be examined, it 
will be found that, inseveral ofthe States, their respective shares 
would only amount to about one cent for each individual in the 
State. Yet, with this mighty fund, the Senator from Kentucky 
waa going toeffect a universal system of education. 

Gentlemen talked of this protective measure as one s0 neces- 
gary that it severed ties long cherished. It might sever ties on 
the opposite side, but he knew of none on his side s0 severed; but, 
with regard to the Senator from New York and the Senator from 
Pennsylvania, (who.were both, he understood, acting under in- 

. strugtion,) they had no alternative, because they cherished those 
principles which recognised the doctrine of instruction, 
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But when gentlemen were talking of severed ties, he hoped 
they would not set down asamong-the Democratic party their 
own President, Mr. Tyler. It was in vain to say they did not 
know his principles and sentiments when they electedhim. It 
was nêt as a Democrat he was elected; and he was now as 
much a Whig as ever he was—Sexcept that he respected his 
obligations to the country. The Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. Santa] bad never spoken a greater truth than when he 
said this system of protection was calculated’ to break down 
the proud spirit of the American people, and to build up an 
aristocracy of monopolists, supported and inflated by a pauper- 
labor system, reduced to the lowest condition of human subsist- 
ence, that they might more servilely contribute to the luxuries 
of their task-masters. 

This whole policy of protection, direct and-incidental, wasall 
wrong: its tendency was not to build upa race of American 
freemen, buta race of American beggars and paupers; and to 
make aristocratic conditions and distinctions, 

Under the influence of “Tippecanoe and Tyler too,” gentle- 
men came into power “with a rush;” and what had they done 
since? They say they begin to see daylight ahead. This is 
another instance of their infatuation. If they could but see 
themselves as others see them, instead of daylight ahead, they 
would see nanght but that darkness, to which’ the hell they suf- 
fer now is heaven. Their game of heading Captain Tyler 13 
now understood. They have gambled and lost it—their game 
is up. 

He had no doubt of the sincerity and patriotism of the Sena- 
tor from Rhode Island; and therefore he would say to him, 
Take care how you teach any portion of the American people, 
instead of relying on themselves, to rely upon the General Gov- 
erument for support. The moment you induce them to aban- 
don self-reliance, you weaken self-respect, and smooth the way 
for them to become the slavesof power. Their progress will be 
onward to that consummation; and, in the end, they will stand 
the lowest of dependants. Great principles neverdie. Such 
has been the course of that policy in other countries—such 
would be its course in this. He regretted that the Senator was 
insensible to these great truths; if he were not, he would see 
that there could be no soundness in the doctrine of protection. 

The Senator from Maryland had stated that he would vote 
against this bill, because it abandoned distribution. Without 
any disrespect—for he intended none—he felt bound to say that 
it was his prediction (for he undeistood the game about to be 
played) that just enough of the gentlemen opposite would vote 
for this bill to insure its passage, and not one more. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN rose merely to elucidate a calculation of 
the Senator from Alabama. That Senator estimated that each 
individual would get half a cent from distribution. Te under- 
stood—if he understood figures—that five millions of dollars, 
brought into cents, would make five hundred millions of cents. 
He would ask, Were there five hundred millions of boys in the 
United States? 

Mr. BAGBY estimated the land fund at its net proceeds under 
the present Administration; and that was not more than half a 
cent for each individual of the population. 

Mr. WILLIAMS said: It is too late in the day, Mr. President, 
and the time of the Senate is too valuable, to allow me to reply 
to some remarks of the Senator from Alabama, {Mr, Bagpy,] 
gratuitously, and very unjustly, describing the character and con- 
dition of the people of New England. Sir, the honorable Senator 
does not know that people or their condition; if he did, he 
would not do them injustice. Let the honorable Senator visit 
New England, and pass through her towns, villages, and Cities, 
and witness the industry, frugality, and thrift of that people; 
then he might speak with some authority, and I am sure 
he would be constrained to think and speak of them very dif- 
ferently from what he has now done. I invite him to sucha 
test. But it isnot my purpose to reply to the Senator, nor to con- 
sume the time of the Senate longer than may be necessary to 
vindicate my course upon the bill under consideration, and to 
state the reasons which impel me to that course. It is now 
understood that the fate of the bill upon which we are about 
to vote is very uncertain, and may depend upon a single vote; 
hence each and every Senator should consider-himself individ- 
ually responsible for the passage or defeat of the bill. This 
consideration has induced me to reflect deeply and anxiously to 
ascertain my duty. I am aware that it properly belongs to 
the Whig party, having majorities in both branches of Congress, 
and thus responsible to the country for the administration of 
the Government, to originate and carry through such measures 
as they think best calculated to promote the interest and pros- 
perity of the country. We are now very near the end of a 
nine months’ session, and nothing is yet done to provide arev- 
enue io support the Government, or to meet the payment of 
appropriations which have been made, After various projects 
have been attempted, the bill hefore us is presented as the last 
hope of providing the necessary means for carrying on the 
Government. Itisa bill formed and adopted by the Whig ma- 
jority in the House of Representatives, and advocated here as 
the only measure which the Whig majority in the Senate will 
present to us; and therefore is regarded by meas the measure, 
and the only measure, of the Whig majority in Congress, to 
provide revenue for the necessary wants of the Gove ent. 

J need not say that the vill, as a whole, is highly objectionable 
to me, and, as I believe, toa majority of my constituents and 
of the country. It bears peculiarly and unreasonably hard up- 
on the business and industry of the people of Maine. Many 
articles of consumption in my State are taxed too high, without 
any equivalent. Of these, I refer to iron, hemp, duck, and 
cordage, extensively uscd in the building and employment cf 
our vessels; to molasses and sugar, consumed by all classes of 
our citizens. My attempts to amend and improve the bill 
have been made--some few of which have succeeded, but most 
of them have been negatived; and the bill remains very unat- 
ceptable to me, and the alternative is presented: Shall I take it, 
or do nothing? If I could believe, as the honorable Senator 
from New Hampshire seems to intimate, that, upon the rejec- 
tion of this hill, some other provision would be made for the 
support of Government, I would not hesitate a moment to vore 
against this bill. But, after what has been done in the House, 
and witnessing the votesand conduct of the majority here, I am 
entirely convinced that this, and this only, isthe measure of the 
dominant party for any supply for carrying onthe Government. 
What, then, shall I do in this dilemma? What would my con- 
stituents do, if they were present, seeing things as I see them? 
What would men of business, of sound judgment and expe- 
rience, do under such circumstances? What would patriot 
loving their country more than all things else, in such a crisis, 
do? In forming my own conclusion as to what I will do, [have 
looked at the condition of the treasury, which is empty, and 
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must be replenished to enable the Government to pay its just 
debts to its unfortunate creditors. : 

To the existing laws, if we have any, to justify the collection 
of any duties: I do not concur with many highly respectable 
opinions, that there is not now any law authorizing the collec- 
tion of some duties; but I cannot shut my eyes to the fact that 
all duties now collected are paid under protest, and that the 
Government, ae well as very many of its citizens, are going in- 
to the law to determine their rights. And here let me say that 
the people of my State have had sad experience that the very 
admission that their right, declared by this Government to be 
perfect, was disputed, and might be made a subject of refer- 
ence, has resulted in the abandonment and loss of that right. 
The revenue frum the sales of your land are now to be divided 
among the States; the passage of the bill before us will suspend 
that drain from your treasury, which will be highly satisfactory 
to my State, as declared by the resolutions of her Legislature. 
If we look to the credit of the Government, and find it pros. 
trated at home and abroad, and consider how important itis to 
restore it, to enable the treasury to realize the loans which have 
been authorized to meet the pressing demauds upon it, all must 
desire to do something: and is not the bill before us the only 
thing left to us, which can have that effect? 

If we leok beyond these halls upon the commercial, navi- 
gating, trading, aid manufacturing interests of the country, du 
we not find them paralyzed and inactive, mainly from the un- 
certainty which hengs over the legislation, or want of legisla- 
tion, by Congress? Are not all other branches of industry 
affected by the same cause? In view of all these considerations, 
1 have brought my mind to the determination that I shall best 
perform my duty to my constituents and to my country, by 
withholding my opposition to the passage of the bill, and suffer- 
ing its friends to pass it. In the event of my vote being necessary 
to pass a bill so unacceptable to me as this is, I will give it, 
rather than see this Congress close its nine months’ session 
without making any provision for the support of a Government 
dear to every American heart. ; 

In thus doing, I take a fearful responsibility. My support is 
a conviction that T am doing my.duty to my country; and I 
shall return to my constituents in the confidence that, if they 
were here, and called upon to act under the circumstances in 
which I am acting, they would act as I do. 

If this bill shall become a law, it will enable the Government 
to continue its operations unti) the people shall have another 
opportunity of selecting agents to represent them in another 
Congress; and whatever is wrong in the provisions of the bill, 
(and there is mach of it,) may then be corrected. 

Mr. WHITE had something to say on this subject, but was 
admonished by the lateness of the hour, and the impatience 
of the Senate, from dwelling more than a few minutes on the 
motives which influenced him in the vote he should give. 
The first impulse he had was, to adhere to the ground which 
heand his friends had hitherto taken their standupon. But he 
had learned that first impressions are not always to be depend- 
ed upon asa rule of action. He had yeviewed and reconsidered 
the matter. He began to see better prospects. In yielding to 
the great manufacturing States, he felt that he was imposing 
upon them a pledge at no distant day to come up, in turn, to 
the rescue of the indebted States from their distress and degra» 
dation, by affording them the just reliefto which they were en. 
titled from the fulfilment of the distribution act. The Whig 
party would be rewarded with a reinvigorated confidence and 
support for the self-sacrifices they had made. Without the 
votes of the opposition, Congress would have to adjourn with- 
out giving any revenue to the Government. For this aid he 
thanked them. That Congress had the power and the capacity 
to protect the industrial interests of the country, he said he 
proved from the votes of bis opponents. Listening to the voice 
of his constituents, he should vote for this bill. 

Mr. SEVIER said he was becoming somewhat wearied with 
the apologetic speeches of his Whig friends over the way. He 
was anxious for the question now to be taken; and, if his honor: 
able friends would consent to forego their speeches, and Jet us 
vote, he would give them a certificate that they gave up the 
land to Captain Tyler with very great and most distressing re- 
luctance. The Captain swore be would bave back the land, and 
you swore he should not; and he need not say—as it would be 
useless—-that the Captain has succeeded—and that, too, with 
your votes. Mr. 5, would say—what he tclt—that he sy mpa- 
thized most sincerely with his unhappy friends at their morti- 
fied pride and inglorious submission. The Capiain has whipped 
you into the ranks; he has his foot upon your rebellious necks, 
and there he stands, with the triumph ofa conqueror, If he 
had time to listen, he would not he so hard-hearted as rot to 
hear your blundering denunciations and prating about public 
duty and glorious patriotism! Such artifices as these may do 
with the credulous, to screen or cover your overthrow and dis- 
grace. The Captain has robbed you of the only capital of the 
Clay wing of Whigery. You have not a copper left in the 
shot-bag. He has whipped you out of a bank; he has whipped 
you out of distribution; and these were the only stocks you had 
in the great concern of Whigery. And well, indeed, may you 
complain. But this isnot all. The Captain has other bitter 
pills in store for you, ard you will take them. He will whip 
you ont of your favorjte for the Presidency; he will trample 
you still more, and make you crouch and stoop still lower, and 
you will bear it all; he will drive you out of your Clayism into 
the ranks of his rivals, er opponents; and you will be faithful, 
active soldiers in that service. 

Į could not (said Mr. B.) let the cecasion pass, without sig- 
nalizing it by a brief reference to the Captain’s victory, and 
without mentioning, in the form of a certificaie, the patriotic 
scourgings and sacrifices (all for the good of the county) of 
my most worthy Whig brethren. 

He said his most respectable friend from Indiana [Mr. 
Wuite} had told us that he had determined, until within a few 
tours since, to die game; but that, amid his dreams at mid- 
night upon his pillow. he had concluded to vote to yield the 
jand to the Captain. His friend acted most wisely and properly, 
There was no occasion for him to be a martyr. Yet, ithe had 
held ont, some other good Whig would, out ofa spirit of pa- 
triotism, have yielded up his hostility to the Captain, and have 

d the bill for the conqueror. 
{Yes, said Mr. TaLLmapcE, you (Mr. 8.) would have done 
it. © 
very probable, (said Mr. §.;) all he desired was an oppor. 
tunity to show Ais patriotism upon such an occasion. 

Sit, (said Mr. S) all I desired was to say two things 
before the question was taken. One was, that the Cap. 
tain had whipped the Clay Whigs; and the other was, to ten- 
der a certificate te his Whig friends, that they had kept up a 


monstrous fuss about it, and yielded only when they found owt {| 
“that it was the part of public duty. and patriotism to submit. ~ 


. Me. CRITTENDEN replied,, with great animation and no 
yilt, tothe remarks of the Senator from Arkansas, 
iy Shaking Him forthe great sympathy and condolence 
‘evinced tor the sufferings ofthe Clay: Whig’ patty. He 
rt of sympathy, ‘However, as’ an indubitable evi- 
ito shared ihe triumph of Presidential vetoes, as well 
sof Presidential confidence. And whem his friend 
eup his certificates, he hoped he would embrace 


ito him no great stretch of the imagination 
ght himself stand in need of some little certifi- 
id’ not belong to the corpõral’s guard. | Surely, 
rty would not refuse to reciprocate the favor in the 
f certificates, : : a 

why this laughing sympathy—this smiling condolence— 
impatiénwexuttation? “What.corguest of the Whig party 
‘achieved by the man whom they ‘had, in confidence 
elevated? He had defeated their measures, but not 
` red them. They had nor madehim a concession. There 
W  conqfering, unless it might besaid that each conquered 
himself’ Edth, indeed, had overcome his own personal irdig- 
ation, and, inthe calm, spirit of determined patriotism, had 
Buried his natural resentment for the sake of his country. For 
“his own part, he consideréd every man in this wide republic 
shis brother citizen, and entitled to his support in every measure 
“vof legislation he was calied upon to support. 

Never did the Whig party appear so enviable, so proud, as 
wndér the cloud which bas impended over them: and new did 
they appear most sublime, when making the last sacrifice for 
theircountry.. Never conquered before, they have now con- 
quered theniselves. Defeated they. may bave been by a power 

“they could not coutrol—not conquered. Yet now was the un- 
seasonable time taken for offering them the laughing condo- 
lence and sympathetic smiles of their opponents. 

“Mr. SEVIER said his friend from Kentucky (Mr. Crrrren-* 
DEN} had reminded him that he had omitted to mention in his 
(Mr. Xs) certificate that he {Mr. C.] and his friends had also 
miade a great fuss about the Capiain’s vetoes. He said his 
friend was right. “He had forgotten it; and ag i was not yet too 
late, he wouldadd it, and say thatthe Captain had used up the 

. Clay Whigs upon that subject also, And thata repeal or mod- 
ification of the veto power, which was ali the “go” with them 
a few short months since, is now rarely ever mentioned at all. 
The Captain has had their veto resotutions put upon the tables 
of the two Houses; and be has whipped tiem into commenda- 

‘ Yle silence upon (he subject. The Captain has been more for- 
tunate in his veto than in his land controversy; tor, yespect- 

‘ing the land matter, they do still grumble a little; but that is 
buttemporary. They will soon be as silent. upon this, as they 
are upon the other subject. z 

His friend still talked about giving up the Jand to the Captain 
most willingly, and because he has found vut chat it is a per 
sonal oy sectional sacrifice! Giving up what? Had his most 
worthy friend—who spoke so eloquently abaut liberality, and 
patriotism, and public duty, and all that—any land to dispose 
ot? No, sit; not an acre, ‘The Captain is about to get it, and, 
if necessary, without his aid. The Captain need not be indebt. 
ed'to his friend for this splendid victory. He has made kisar- 
rangements to have troops enough without him, We all see 
this. And yet the Benator talks of his sacrifices, his patriotism, 

his public duty! What a farce to be played off in the face ot 


the Senate! sis, the honorable Senator votes for this. bill— 
which gives up the Jand to the Captain—and why? We votes 
‘for it to. keep on good terns with his tariff allies. They re- 


quire bis vote for this bill, and he has not the pluck to negative 
that requisition. The tariff gentlemen do not now, and never 
did, care a farthing for either banks or distribusion: or, if they 
did, they cared for the first oniy as a mediom through which to 
collect ther foreign debt; and tor the second, only ag a pretext 
for. squandering the land money, that they could have an apol- 
ogy to raise protective duties still higher, aud in that way afford 
more permanent security to their manufacturing interests, 
These tarit gentiemen are good at trading. When the Whig 
combinations were formed, they agreed to give to the bankites 
and land-mangers, banks and disivibution; and for and in con- 
sideration of which, the Southern and Wesiern Whigs agreed 
to give the tarflites protective duties. This was the contract. 
. And if the Captain had approved of it, it would have been con- 
suminated long ago. The Captain did not approve of it. Ie 
made warupon banks and distribution, and he has succeeded 
in‘blowing them both sky-high, ‘The tariff’ ailies of his friend 
have stood by hum most manfully in the contest with the 
Captain, for hank and Cistribution; and having done so, they 
will not permit his friend and his associates to abandon their 
interest, or to stand in the way of the consummation of their 
part of the bargain. ‘They would consider such an abandon- 
ment ungenerous, if not ungrateful They wil] have the vote 
of his friend for this bil, and, however reluctantly, he must toe 
the mark and obey their orders. "his he admitied (continued 
Mr. 8.) was a most unpleasant dilemma to which the Cap- 
tain had brought a proud spirit; but he has acted wisely, 
and submits to it gracefully. And if he did not do so, 
what would be the consequence? The consequence would be 
that the tarifiies would pass the Bill without him--and that 
would be mortifying. Jn the second place, he could not, in 
future, call upon those allies for support, when those “better 
times,” of which he speaks, when they shali be blessed with a 
Whig President, shall roit round, and when all that is now de- 
ferred, shall be resuscitated and consummated. Sir, he ought to 
vote for this bill. Fe and his associatesare politically bankrupt. 
They have now no capital—nothing to raise the wind with 
nothing for agitation. This bill will pass, and the allies want 
nothing else. They feel that now they nave got happily rid of 
those millstones, which his friend aud his opponents had bung 
about their necks. And un you can woo and conrt them into 
it, they will never be caught in such a sitnation again. But no 
doubt they are very sorry for your disappointment; and if you 
behave yourscives in future, and they can do so conveniontly, 
it is likely they may occasionally think kindly of you. They 
have got clear of that ‘ronblesome proviso, for which you, sir, 
{Mr. Manevun,] and other gentlemen, voted. You and they 
have made desperate efforts te get clear of if; and to do so, have 
swallowed some monstrous doses, It is gone, it is dead~ and 
dead forever; and our brother Yankees now breathe freely once 
more. 

His friend asked him if the Whig party have not carried all 
their measures? He couid not say asto that, ile knew they 
had passed several measures through Congress; but he believed 
that they: had not carried a single one by a majority of either 


ie of the amiable facts. behind the cortain. ` Re- ` 


all- passed by a minority of therespective bodies; 
and this bill will pass by a similar plurality, but not by a ma- 
jority. - So fàr as this will go, he has indeed cause for congrat- 
ulation. : ea een ‘ 

One other matter before he concluded. His friend thinks he 
(Mx. 5S.) ig turning Tyler-man; and intimates he had something 
in expectancy. ‘He was &nxious to put his friend at ease on 
that point. He wouldsay, that if the opportunity to’ get effice 
should ever be afforded “him, it is not very probable that he 
would voluntarily go into a situation from which his friend bad 
had been driven:” If his friend, with all his qualifications for a 
retention of place, could not boid on to it, be had no hope that 
he could manage toretain'it. If he had ever entertained such 
a notion, his-friend’s history would deter him from attempting 
such a hopelesstask. i i 

“Mr. MOREHEAD observed that there was one other certifi 

cate which his friend from: Arkansas would have to take home 
with him. - It would be, that President Tyler had himself rec- 
ommended the disiribution. ‘The ‘question was, whether the 
Jand fund should be given up, or the wheels of. Government 
should stand still; and the Whig party determined upon giving 
up, for the present, the land fund, to save the Government, 
When the Senator from Arkansas takes home his certificates, 
let-him also take one certifying the grounds upon which the 
Whigs have passed this revenue bill. He congratulated the 
Senators from Pennsylvania and New York on having come 
forward to` rescue the country and the Government in their 
need. 

Mr. SEVIER said he rose to respond very briefly to an inter- 
rogatory put to him by his friend from Kentucky, [Mr. More- 
HEAD J) That Senator asks if he (Mr. S.) would go home with- 
out supplying the Government with revenue. He answered No; 
and stated that more revenue.can be collected by the present 
laws now in force, than can be collected by the previsions of 
the bill which the Senate is going to vote for. The object of this 
bill is not so much for revenue as protection, , This the Sena- 
tor well knows; and, as he knows it, he (Mr. 8.) thought the 
Senator’s suggestion of a proviso, or postscript, to his certifi- 
cate, wholly unnecessary. There was one thing which the Sen- 
ator stated, which struck Mr. S. with some surprise; and that 
was, his eulogy upon his friends, (Messrs, Wrrext and BUCHAN- 
AN) He thanked them, in the name of the whole Whig party, 
for their vote; and thought monuments should be erected to their 
memories for that vote. All he had to say upon that subject 
was, that his friend (Mr. MorEREAD] was most grateful for 
verysmall favors. The reason these two Senators gave for 
voting for this bill was, that it separated distribution from a 
revenue bill; and, by so doing, forever destroyed distribution. 
In other words, he thanked those Senators most. heartily, and 
would build monuments to their memories, for doing the very 
thing he is against having done. Such, sir, is the flimsy rea- 
soning of one of the brightest intellects of this body, for the ab- 
sud and contradictory movements of Whigery, 


Mr. CALHOUN said he felt it due to himself, 
and those he represented, that he should give his 
opinion on this bill, and the reasons that were sl- 
leged for its passage. The hour was late, and the 
time short, and he should be as brief as possible. 

He would begin with premising that it was ap- 
parent a large portion of the party in power were 
much embarrassed in determining how they shou'd 
vote on this bill. Bat; if he might be permitted to 
decide, he would say thst, if they had some cause 
for mortification, (as they certainly had,) they had 
still greater for exultation. If one of their favor- 
ite measures was lost by its passage; another, and 
still greater and more important favorite would 
become a law, if appearances did net deceive. 
For his part, he regarded this bill (now, as he fear- 
ed, on the eve of passage) as a measure more thor- 
oughly for protection, and less for revenue, than 
any which had ever been submitted for the consid 
eration of the Senate. Itis ihe same, without ma- 
terial alteration, excepting the omission of the duty 
on tea and coffee, which recently passed this body, 
and fell under the veto of the Executive. That, 
he had already shown, was, all things considered, 
the most onerous ever introduced into the Senate. 
What he now proposed was, to show that the bur- 
den proposed was more for protection, and less for 
revenue, than any preceding measure, not except- 
ing the one vetoed, 

_ An examination of this bill will show that there 
js nof an article manufactured in the country, nor 
one which might come into competition with one 
that is, which is not subject to high protective du» 
ties. In the latter description may be p'aced linen, 
silks, wersied—which, though not articles manu- 
factured in the country, are subject to as high du- 
lies as those that are, in crder to give the home 
manufacturers of cotion and woollens the exclusive 
monopoly, if possible, of the market. To this 
may be added, that there is neta raw material 
scarcely, on which manufectures operate, or any 
material which is necessary to the prosess of manu- 
facturing, which is not adm'tied duty free, or sub- 
ject to a very light oxe. Bat this is not all. Most 
of the articles fcr which the exporis of domestic 
manufactures are exchanged abread, are sab- 
ject to light duties; and the two prineipal ones (tea 
and coffee) for which they are chicfly ex- 
changed, are admitted duty free. It is that, as he 
kas stated, which makes the main difference be- 


“tween this and the 


bill, than under the tariffs of 1824 or 18 


oed bill.” On the other hand, 
‘all the articles for which the egricultural products 
of the country, including provisions of every-de- 
scription, and the great staples of the contry, are 
almost exclusively exchanged, are subject to- high 
duties: such as wines, silks, worsted, cottons, 
linens, cutlery, hardware, woollens, and the other 
products of Eegland and the continent. The 
bill, in short, is framed throughout. with-the 
greatest art and skill, to exempi, as far as 
possible, one branch of industry from all bur- 


t devs and shackles, and to subject the other 


exclusively to them; and well’ may our politi- 
cal opponents raise their heads, amidsttheir many 
defeats, and exult at beholding a favorite measure 
—one, above all others, indispensable to their en- 
tire system of policy-——about to be consummated; 
and tha', unfortunately, by aid from cur ranks. 
Who could have believed, but a few cays Since, 
that such an event would shortly occur? i 

k resulis from all that is stated, that this bill is 
soeonstructed as to give the greatest amount of 
protection, with the least of revenve, in pioportion 
to the rates of the duties proposed, which all of ibe 
adicit skill of its authors could combine; and its 
result will be the least amount of revenue in pro- 
portion to the burden-on the consumer. In that 
respect, there is no other bill ever passed to be com- 
pared to i; no, not. that of 1816, nor 1824, nor 
1828; nor even its immediate predecessor, the biil 
veioed; for that fell far short, in consequenes of (he 
omission of the duty in this on tea and coffee. He 
hazarded I:ttle in saying that, if the duties it im- 
poses on the protected articles were reduced two- 
thirds, they would yield a third more to the treas- 
ory; aad that for every dollar this bill puts into the 
publie coffers, it will put three at least into the 
pockets of the manafaciurers, voless (what would 
bs worse, and which, he believed, would prove to 
be the case) it shouid annihilate that amount and 
more of the productive industry of the country, to 
the general impoverishment of the community. 

But our political friends who are about (unfor- 
tunately, as he believed) to give this bill their votes, 
endeavor to console us by telling us itis a mere 
provisional measure, intended to meet present ex- 
igencies; and that it will be repealed, or greatly 
modifed, in a short time after we get into power. 
They doubtless think sc; bat will it be the case? 
Can they, on reflection, seriously believe that the 
necessity, which they plead in excuse for their 
votes, will be less then than it is now? . 

Do they really think that, the manufacturers will be 
better able to bear a reduction of these high duties 
about to be imposed, as it is alleged, to save them, 
than they are now todo without them? If they do, 
they will be wofully misigken. We have had a 
good deal of experience on the subject. The effect 
of high duties is not to decrease the necessity of 
continuing them, but the reverse—to increase the 
necessity of raising them still higher. This bill it- 
self furnishes some striking evidence of the’ fact. 
Among the articles on which it imposes the highest 
rates of duty, is that of coarse cottons—rates not 
less than 100 per cent. on some descriptions; and 
they are the very articles so highly favored by the 
tanff cf 1816, onder the minimum duty, which the 
Senator from Kentucky [Mr. CRITTENDEN] so 
kindly brought to his recollection in the course of 
his remarks. We were then told (as we now are. 
of this bill) that it was a mere provisional meas- 
ure to protect an infant manufacture, which, in 
a few years, would protect itself by its own in- 
trinsic energy; and yet now, after more than a 
quarter of a century, the manufacturers of thesame 
articles come and ask a still higher duty, in pros 
portion, than what they then did. Again: another 
favored article, at that period, was rolled iron: to 
protect which against the forsign, a duty of $30 
per ton was laid on the imported; and now, also, 
its manufacturers come egain, after so great a 
lapse of tiine, and'ack a duty of $25 per ton; which 
isan ad valorem duty on the present cost greater 
than the rate per cent. in 1816—being not less than 
100 per cent. He would add another jtem—that 
of cotton bagging and bale rope: on which-the rate 
per Cent. ismuch higher, as now pronosed-by this 
although 
we had then the same acsurance -asto-it, ag we 
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have now:astothis bill—that it was provisional, 


and that the home market would soon farnish a 
eheaper and better artitle. In fact, the whole:Dill, 
taken in connexion with the declarations of itsadvo- 
cates—tbat the manufactures must go down unless 
‘these duties are imposed—forms a volume of evi- 
‘dence that the whole effects of all passed- protection, 
from 1816 to this day, have been but to require stil} 
higher. It is, indeed, in the nature of the system, 
as he had proved when the vetoed bill was before 
the Senate, that every duty imposed had but the.ef- 
fect of requiring a still higher. The cry ever has 
“been “more, more, more.” The more it has heen 
supported, the more it required to be supported. 
Those, then, of our political friends who intend 

to-vote for this bill, deceive themselves, in sup- 
posing they are imposing a provisional. or tempe- 
rary burden. 

it will prove hard to take it off—as we have hed 
ample experience. The exigency under which 
they, unfortunately, suppose they are compelled to 
vote for it, will be-as sreat—nay, greater--against 
repealing or reducing the duties it imposes, hereaf- 
ter, as itis now to impose them. Instead of being 
less dependent, the Operatives, who live by the 
bounties it grants, will be more numerous, and 
mere dependent; and, if to refuse to impose these 
duties now wouid subject them to Starvation, as 
‘we are told,—to repeal or reduce them hereafter 
would more {certainly be followed (and that, to a 
greater exent) by the same effect. He would tell 
those who were about to take the fatal step, that 
they were about to. do what could not be undone 
short of the extreme medicine of the Constitution; 
unless the excess to which it is proposed to push 
the system should bring‘an empty treasury into 
conflict with protection, or the great advance of in- 
telligence should teach the many that the whole 
scheme, with all its plausible catch- phrases, is but 
a device of the few to live on the products of their 
dabor, 


Such, at least, was his conception; and, he be- 
lieved he might say that of the many friends around 
him, and who, with him, are opposed to this biil. 
And what are the motives which are held out to us 
to give it our support? We are told by its friends 
and advocates that its passage would vettle the 
question. They say the country needs repose; and 
that its business and prosperity cannot be revived 
till it is attained. That may be admitted. But 
will the passage of this bill settle the question, and 
give repose? The very reverse. It will greatly in- 
crease the agitation. The principles involved in 
the controversy are so directly hostile, that the 
question can never be setiled till one or the other 
shall permanently prevail. There is (and, in the 
nature of things, there can be) no compromise be- 
tween those who hold that the power of levying du- 
ties was given only for the purpose of raising rev- 
enue for the support of the Government, and can 
constitutionally and honestly be exercised only for 
that purpose; and those who hold that, in laying 
duties for the wants of the Government, they may, 
at-the same time, be laid for the purpose of taking 
money from one portion of the community, to give 
to another. The great struggle between these con- 
flicting principles now is, which shall gain the per- 
manent ascendancy: This bill, if it should pass, 
would, at least for the present, give it to the side 
of monopoly, and against the side of equal rights; 
and if that ascendancy should become permanent— 
if its passage should se'tle the question, as its ad- 
vocates fondly hope, in vain will be our victories 
at this and the extra session for popular institu- 
tions. The popular party, of which we are mem- 
bers, must go down; and our opponents, with 
their policy, and the form of government to which it 
must necessarily lead, willrise permanently in the 
ascendant. Justice and equality--jastice rigidly en- 
forced, and equality between citizen and citizen, 
State and Staje, and one portion of the country 
‘and another, are essential elements of our system 
of government, and cf the party to which we pro- 
fess to belong; and no system of policy can be ad- 
mitted, which shall permanently depart from them, 
without fatal consequences to both. Already, if 
we may judge from the declarations of the Senator 
from Massachusetts, [Mr Croate,] and other ad- 
woeatesof this measure, the protective policy which 


It is easy to put on the burden, bur 


this bill carries, so far, has made fearful changes 
for the worse in a large por'ioń of the population 
of our country. According to their representations, 
the operatives engaged in manufactures which 
have been foreed into existence by the system, de- 
pend for their bread on the passage of this bill. Is 
such a state of dependence on the movement of 
this Government consistent with the bold and.inde- 
pendent spirit of freemen? Cana popalstion be 
relied on to watch over and control its movements 
or resist its encroachments, whén whether they 
shail live or starve depends on the change of two or 
three votes in this or the other House—and that, too, 
| depending, perhaps, on no higher- consideration 
taan the calculation of political chances? That any 
portion of our population. should be in so low and 
dependent a condition, excited his commiseration. 
If such are the blessings of the system—if it can so 
humble, in so short’a time, the once proud, hardy, 
and independent yecmanry of New England,—ho, 
for one, would infinitely.rather see the pertion of 
the Union where his lot is east, impoverished by its 
exactions, but still retaining its ereet and inde- 
pendent spirit, than wallowing in ail the wealth it 
can bestow, f 

The portion of our party who have unfortunate- 
ly separated from us on this measure, rest their 
support on different grounds. They plead, in the 
first place, the condition of the treasury asa jus- 
Ufcation of their vote. That itis bad; that the 
demands on it are urgent and great, and its raeans 
of meeting them small; that the publie credit is 
prostrated; and that the agent, who has been idly 
sent abroad to negotiate the loan, has been treated 
withscorn, was, he apprehended, but too true; and to 
be lamented that it is irus. But who are responsi- 
ble? He and the party of which he is a member 
are not. We had no agency in the measures 
which have led to the present exhausted condition 
of the treasury. On the contrary, we have done 
all in our power to resist it. We saw the danger 
atthe exta session; and raised then, and have 
continued ever since to raise, our warning voice 
against it. We opposed the withdrswal from th 
treasury of the revenue from the lands—resisted the 
creation cf the debt; we caled on those in power to 
retrench and economize in time: but ell in vain. 
The last thing they thought of was the ways and 
means. It was the lastat the extra ¢ sion, 2s it 
is now the last at ihis. He stopped not to inquire 
whether this strange course was the effect of neg- 
ligence or cesign on the partof those in power-—— 
designed to foree this their favorite measure of 
policy through; and whether our political friends, 
who intend to vote for it, on the ground of the 
exigency of the treasury, are not, without intend- 
ing it, but consummating that design. 

But it may be said that we are bound to relieve 
the treasury, without inquiring into the fact, by 
whom, or in what manner its embarrassment was 
caused. That may be admitted; but surely, when 
we come to the question of remedy, if there be a 
difference of opinion, those who are responsible, 
who have caused the mischief, and not these who 
have warred against it, and opposed the measures 
that led to it, ought to yield. Itis going tco far 
on their part, after they have done the mischief, to 
refuse to remedy it, unless we shall agree to join 
them in a measure as bad, to say the least, as the 
disease. 

Bat admit that something should be done, and 
that speedily, to replenish the treasury anc revive 
publie eredi’; and that a full share of the responsi- 
bility is on us; how does it happen that this impe- 
rioss necessity should attach to this particular 
measure, and none other? Why not vote for the 
measure moved by the Sezator frem Virginia, to 
go back to the compromise act as it stoed in the 
year 1841, when six-tenths of the duty above 20 per 
cent, still remained to come off, and which would 
afford a greater revenue to the treasury, avd pro- 
tection by duties varying from 20 to 40 per cent. 

«to the manufacturers? ‘Phe objection, it seems, to it, 
was, thai it proposed to subject tea and coffee to a 
moderate amount of duty, and that only tll the 
debt was paid. Wihout underiaking to deny cr 
affirm whether the objections to taxing those ar- 


licles are as greatas has been alleged, he would 
| venture to say that there were many considerations 


which make them peculiarly fit subjects of revenue, 
In the first place, duty imposed on them acted as a 
‘bounty to no one. Whatever the people might 
pay for consuming them, would go exclusively into 
the treasury, and not ‘into the peekets of monopo- 
lists. In the next place, they were cdjeets of gen- 
eral use over the whole country, and by every class, 
which would make a duty on them fallon all, ac- 
cording to the extent of their consumption; and, fi- 
nally, they are received in exchange to a great exe 
lent, for domestic manufactures, and a duty on 
them. would have the effect ef throwing some por. 
ton of the burden of supporting the Government 
on that privileged interest. And Yet, with all these 
considerations in their favor as fii subjects of taxa- 
tion, it seems that the objection to any measure in- 
cluding them is.so great, shat this odious, unequal, 
urjast, oppressive, ante-republican, and unconstitu- 
tional measure of our opponents, is to be preferred 
to it, however unobjecuonable the measure inclu- 
ding them might be m other respects. 

But that was not the only measure proposed asa 
substitute for this bill, ‘Phe ‘Senator from Mary- 
land [Mr. Merrick] proposed one, to lay 20 per 
cent. on itaporis, addiag to their eos: 25 per cent. 
for home valuation——a measure that would give 
much more revenize than this bul, whilst it would 
leave the distribation act undisturbed. And yet, 
wih all their profession cf attachment to that act, 
on the part of ihe political friends of the mover, 
and all the anxiety felt for the staie of the treasury 
by the supporters of this biil, it received a very 
feeble support. 

Another, and ihe lost, was movedas a substitute 
by the Senator from Arkansas, [Mr. Sevier, | 
whieh proposed to impoke a duty of 25 per cent. on 
ihe foreign cost, with the addition of, 10 per cent. 
for the home valuation, on ail articles which paid 
a duty, before 30th June last, above 20 per cent.— 
making the duty on them about equal to 27è 
per cent., and to leave the duties at or below 20 
per cent, as they then stood; whieh would have 
yielded more revenue than this bill, and afforded, 
with the cash duties, a protection of about 33 per 
cent. on the protected articles. ‘This, too, failed; 
and that, on an objection to one uniform average 
ad vslorem duy on ali articles. ‘Phere are certain- 
‘| ly strong objections, on revenue principles, 
|| when the rate of duty is high, to such an average 
duly; but, with alow rate, it has many and great 
advantages; and, among others, its simplicity and 
impartiality, and. the strong resistance it opposes 
to an increase, by enlisting every interest againstit, 
But a conclusive answer will be found to the ob- 


{| jection in the fect, thatthe measure moved by the 


Senator from Arkansas did not subject all articles 
to one uniform average ad valorem duty, as is 
supposed. On the contrary, it provided for several 
separate classe:——one at 25, another at 20, and othe 
_ ers below-—which experience would seem to favor, 
as a mode preferabie to all others imposing duties, 
But give to the objection its greatest strength, and 
how inconsiderable is it, compared to the oyver- 


i| wheiming objections to this bill. 


| I (said Mr. Carnon) voted foreach of these 
` measures—not that 1 was prepared to adopt them, 
|| as they were moved; but because I regarded them 
i| gs intended for revenue and not protection, and be- 
lieved them to be susceptible of being made the 
basis of a bill calculated to meet the exigencies of 
the treasary, and also of extricating the country 
from existing difficulties, so far as it could be ef- 
fected by the fiscal agtion cf the Government 
Without the sacrifice of principie; bat the mane 
ner they were received vatisfi:d me that there 
was no prospect of doing anything which would 
aceurd with my views, 

Another reason assigned for voting fer this bill 


asan | Te 


was the distressed condition of the manvfactures. 
Admitting it to be true, to the extent alleged, he 
weuld ask if the other business of the commonity 
were less embarrassec; and if it is just, egaal, 
safe, constitutional, or consistent with sound prin. 
ciples, to relieve them by the sacrifice of the others? 
i} Another, and a final reason remains to be Stafed,—- 
that it would suspend the distribution act. He 
acknowledged its force. No one more strongly 
objected to that unconstitutional and dangerous 
measure than he did, or placed a higher estimater 
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on the importance of expunging it from the statute, 
book; but, as bad as the measure is, he was not 
prepared to say that it was worse than this, or to 
getsid of it by substituting it in its plece. But 
suppose them tobe equally objectionable, there 
was this difference between them: it would be 
far easier to extricate. ourselves from that, tban 
from ‘this. . There was no comparison ‘in. the 
_extent’.and> the strength of the interests that 
“would: be enlisted ‘in. favor of this measure, com- 
pated with those in favor of distribution: while 
the whole*of cur party are united and zealous 
against that, the feebler measure, but unfor- 
‘qinately divided to a considerable extent, it 
would seem, in reference to this, the stronger. 
According to his opinion, the repeal of the distri- 
bution act by the next Congress, with the whole 
weight: of ‘our party and the Executive Depari- 
ment’against it, was as certain as almost any futare 
event; yet he was ready to make considerable 
gacrifice for immediate riddance from that odious 
measure, but ‘nothing like as great as votirg for 
this bill. 

No one could more sincerely deplore that any 
portion of our political friends should bring them- 
selves to support a measure to which he was so 
strongly opposed, and which he sincerely believed 
to be directly hostile to the principles of the party, 
and our free and popular institutions, He doubted 
not but that they had come to a wrong conejusion; 
but he did hope that they would retain éhe strong 
repugnance they express to a measure, which 
they think themselves under circumstances com- 

'- pelled. to support, and will rally at an early period, 
not only in co-operation with the rest of the party, 
to free the country front ils blighting effects, but 
will take the lea‘ in its overthrow. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE observed that the bill before the Senate 
appeared to him to be fully as protective a measure as it did wo 
the mind of the Senator from South Carolina. But that was no 
objection to him; on the contrary, it was its greatest recom- 
mendation. ìt went far to reconcile him to the sacrifice which 
his party had been constrained to make. Ie had risen merely 
to aay, with regard to the vote he should give, that, as his friends 
‘went, 80 would he go. 

The question was then taken on ordering the amendments to 
be engrossed, and the bill read a third time, on which the yeas 


and pays had been called and ordered; and it was decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 24, nays 23, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Barrow, Hates, Bayard, Buchanan, Choate, 
Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Huntington, Mil- 
‘ler, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, 
Sprague, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, White, Williams, Woodbridge, 
and Wright—24. 

NAVS8—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Bagby, Benton, Berrien, Cal- 
houn, Clayton, Cuthbert, fulton, Graham, Henderson, King, 
Linn, Mangum, Merrick, Preston, Rives, Sevier, Smith of Con- 
necticut, Tappan, Walker, Woodbury, and Young—-23. 

The bill was-then read a third time, and passed. 

Mr: WRIGIIT desired. to call the attention of the Senate to 
the necessity of taking up the joint resolution for the adjourn- 
ment of Congress. Ue moved to take it up. He verily be- 
lieved, if the Senate adjourned to-night without adopting the 
resolution, that it would be exceedingly doubtful whether the 
Hense would have a quorum on Monday. 

Mesas. TALLMADGE and BERRIEN thought it tno Jate to 
go into the consideration of the subject. [It was 8 o’clock, p. 
m.] And, therefore, Mr. B. moved an adjournment. i 

Mr. WRIGHT called for the yeasand nays on the adjourn- 
ment; which were ordered. 

The question was then taken, and resulted in the afirmative— 
yeas 24, nays 20. 

So the Senate, at 8 o'clock, adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Sarurpay, August 27, 1842. 


Mr. W. W. IRWIN of Pennsylvania offered 
the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee òn Roads and Canals he in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of extending the Cum- 
berland road to Lake Erie, via Pittsburgh; and that said com- 
mittee report thereon at the next session of Congress. 


At the snegestion of Mr. PLUMER, 

Mr. IRWIN modified his resolution, by insert- 
ing after the word “Pittsburgh,” the words “and ar- 
senal at Meadville;” which was agreed to. 

Mr. JOHN C. CLARK offered a resolution 
that all debate on the bill for the reorganization of 
the navy cease in one hour’s time after taking it 
up in Committee of the Whole, and that the com- 
mittee shall then proceed to vote on the amend- 
ments: agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. LEVY, the bill providing 
payment for certain Fiorida militia was taken up, 
and passed. 


Mr. THOMPSON of Indiana moved to take up | 


the bill for the relief of William Jones: object- 
ed to. ; 
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Mr. T. then moved a suspension of the rules; 
which motion was rejected. . , 

The amendments of the Senate to the following 
bills were severally read and concurred int. 

An act for the relief of Effie Van Ness. 

An zci granting a pension to Amaziah Good- 
win. 

An act for the relief of Dennis Dygert. 

An act for the relief of Hannah Carver. 

An act giving Catharine Lehman the benefit of 
the act of 7:h July, 1838 

An act for ihe relief of J. F. De Bellevue. 

An act to provide for the completion of the peni- 
tentiary in tke Territory of Iowa. 

‘Fhe House proceeded to the consideration of the 
bill from the Senate, to authorize.the Secretary of 
the Treasury to make an arrangement or compro- 
mise with any of the sureties on the bonds given to 
the United States by Samuel Swartwout, late col- 
lector‘of the port of New York. 

Mr. A. V. BROWN moved to lay the bill on 
the table, but withdrew the motion at the request 
of 

Mr. WARD, who addressed the House in sup- 
port of the bill. 


After some remarks from Messrs. STANLY and _ 


CAVE JOHNSON in opposition to the bill, and 
from Mr. FERRIS in its support, 


Mr. A. V. BROWN said that, when he withe 
drew his motion to Jay on the table, he very little 
expected a debate cn the merits of this bill. He 
feared that it had very little merit to recommend 
it; but whatever it bad, could not be looked into 
during the very few hours remaining for business 
at the present session, Oihers had spoken to the 
merits of the bill; but the gentleman from North 
Carolina [Mr. Sranty] had rambled off into a 
party speech on the oceasion. He adverted to the 
fact that Swartwoat bad been appointed by Gene- 
ral Jackson. Well, what of thai? Wasnot every 
President liable, oceasionally, to make bad ap- 
poin'ments? Had not other Presidents (the gentle- 
man’s friends) also made bad appointments? and 
would the gentleman hold them responsible for 
every defalcation that had taken place under their 
administration? He must do that before he re- 
flected on the Jackson administration for Swart- 
wout’s defaleation. What was the amount of that 
defalcation? The gentleman [Mr. Sranty] had 
spoken of it asa million anda quarter. That was 
the old story of 1840—founded, he supposed, on 
the report of the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
Wisz.] 

But had the gentleman forgotten the Poindexter 
report of this session?—brought in here by the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina himself—adopted by 
him, and made public preperty; which, on that ac- 
count, we had to pay for, and wehad paid for it 
roundly Sir, everybody remembers the extraordi- 
nary circumstances of that report. Well, Sir, 2c- 
cording to'that report, (Poindexter’s,) the. whole 
country was under a mistake as to the extent of 
this defaleation. Insteadof a million and a quar- 
ter, it turns out to be only about $600,000—fallen 
off, sir, to sometbing less than one half! So much, 
sir, for the former reports on this subject, that an- 
swered such fine electioneering purposes in former 
times. Owing to this uncertainty, and the impos- 
sibility of properly investigating the case at this 
late period of the session, he would renew the mo- 
tion to Jay the bill on the table. 

‘The question was then taken on laying the bill 
on the table, and carried—yeas 119, nays 37. 

The bill for the relief of sundry citizens of 
Arkansas who lost their improvements, in conse- 
quence of a treaty between the United States and 
the Choctaw Indians, was debated by Messrs, 
J, THOMPSON, CROSS, UNDERWOOD, and 
MAXWELL. 

Mr. HOPKINS moved the previous question. 

a EVERETT moved to lay the bill upon the 
table. 

Mr. CROSS entreated the gentlemen to withdraw 
their motions, to give him an opportunity to reply 
to the gentlemen who hed addressed the com- 


i mittee. 


Mr. HOPKINS yielded. 
Mr. CROSS then addressed the House in favor 
of the bill, 


i 


Mr. EVERETT addressed the committee in op- 
position to the bill. 

Messrs. STANLY and POPE having made some 
observations, the former gentleman renewed the 
motion to lay the bill on the table. 

Mr. CROSS called for the yeas and nays; and 

being ordered, they resulted as follows: yeas 103, 
nays 47. 
Mr. FILLMORE submitted a resolution that 
the House would act first on the Senate’s bills in 
the following order: first, bills on their third read- 
ing; second, bills in Commiitee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union; and, third, bills in Commit- 
tee of the Whole House. | ; 

This resolution was adopted—ayes 87, noes 38. 

Mr. ATHERTON inquired of Mr. Fittmonz if 
it was bis intention to call up the bill submitted Ly 
him yesterday, to limit the sale of United States 


| stock to par, and to authorize the issue of treasury 


notes to a certain amount in lieu thereof. 

Mr. FILLMORE replied that it was not his in- 
tention to call it up tiil after the tariff bill was dis- 
posed of in the Senate. : 

The following bills were then taken up and 
passed: 

The bill for the relief of Wm. H. Robertson, 
Samuel H. Garrow, and John W. Symington. 

‘The bill in addition to the act to promote the 
progress of the usefui arts, and to repeal all other 
acts, or parts of acts, heretofore made for that pur- 

ose. 
p The bill for „the relief of Wm. Polk. 

Mr. CUSHING, from the Committee on For: 
eign Affairs, laid on the tablea report, accompanied - 
by certain papers, in relation to claims of Ameri- 
can citizens on Mexico: ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the House re- 
solved itself into Committee of the Whole, and 
acted on the following bills: 

The bill to allow a drawback on fore'gn goods 
exported in the original packages to Chihuahua and 
Santa Fe, in Mexico. Laid aside to be reported.- 

The bill for the relief of Isaac Hull. Laid aside 
to be reported. 3 

-T'he bill to revive and eontinue in force the act 
in addition to the act supplementary to the act for 
‘he punishment of certain crimes against the United 
States, Laid aside to be reported. . 

The bill to provide fọr the reports of the decis- 
ions of the Supreme Comt. Laid aside to be re- 
ported. 

The next bill was “An act directing an edition 
of the laws of the United States to be compiled and 
printed:” it was objected to. f 

A joint resolution for tbe relief of Ferdinand 
Pettrich was also objected to. 

The bill entitled “An act to carry into effect 
two resolutions of the Continental Congress, di- 
recting monuments to be erected in memery of 
Generals Francis Nash and William Davidson,” 
next came up. 


Mr. RANDALL offered an amendment to au- 
thorize tte Governor of ‘Connecticut to erect a 
monument to the memory of Capt. Nathan Hale, 
and making an appropriation for that purpose. 


Mr. J. G. FLOYD submitted an amendment 
providing for the erection of a monument to the 
memory of Baron De Kalb. 


Mr. WISE suggested the propriety of erecting 
a monument to commemorate the union of the al- 
lied armies of France and America, and the vie- 
tory which they achieved at Yorktown. 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON objected to the whole 
bill, and it was passed over. $ 

An act to provide for the publication of a new 
edition of the Jaws and regulations of the Post 
Office Department, anda perfect list of post offices 
in the United States, was laid aside to be reported. 

An act in relation to land sold in the Greens. 
burg (late St. Helena) land district, in the Stale of 
Louisiana, and authorizing the resurvey of certain 
lands in said dis‘riet, was objected to by Mr. CAVE 
JOHNSON. 

An act to authorize the construction of a depot 
for charts and instruments of the navy of the 
United Statas, was objected to by Messrs. CAVE 
JOHNSON, SPRIGG, and others. ` 

An act to provide for the settlement of certain 
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accounts, and to provide for the government of 
Wisconsin, was laid aside to be reported. 

An act to regulate the enlistments in the army, 
navy, and marine corps, was iaid aside to be re- 
ported. 

An act to regulate the appointment and pay of 
engineers for the naval service of the United 
States, was objected to by Mr. C. JOHNSON. 

An act to reorganize the Navy Department of 
the United States was objected to. 
` A bill to establish a naval school for the navy of 
the United States, was objected to by Mr. M. A. 
COOPER. 

An act to establish and regulate navy rations, 
was laid aside to be reported. 

A bill for the augmentation of the marine corps, 
was objected to. 

An act creating a new land district in the State 
of Missouri, was laid aside to be reported. 

The committee rose, and reported the above- 
mentioned bills to the House. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the House re- 
solve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union; which was agreed to, and Mr. 
Linn resumed the chair. 

“A bill to authorize the Legislature of Louisiana 
to sell land heretofore appropriated for the use of 
schools in that State, was objecied to by Mr. WISE. 

An.act for the relief of Benjamin Murphy, 
was objected to by Mr. STANLY. 

An act for the benefit of the Howard Ins‘itution 
of the city of Washington, was objected to by Mr. 
J. CAMPBELL. 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Nathaniel Pryor, was laid aside to be reported. 

An act to authorize the settlement of the 
accounts of Joseph Nourse, was laid aside to be 
reported, _ 

An act for the relief of Charles M. Keller, was 
objected to. : 

An act to provide an insane hospital for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, was laid aside to be reported. 

An act to provide for the settlement of claims 
for losses of property by reason of its military oc- 
cupation, in the Territory of Florida, was laid 
aside to be reported. 

An act for the relief of Boyd Reilly was object- 
ed to. 


An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Therese Mallette, widow of Gaspard Phiole, was 
laid aside to be reported. 

An act to authorize the inhabitants of township 
8 north, range 32 west, in the Siate of Arkansas, 
to enter a seclion of land in lieu of the 16th sec- 
tion in said township, upon the condition that the 
same is surrendered to the United States for mili- 
tary purposes, was objected to. 

An act to perfect the titles to lands south of the 
Arkansas river, keld under New Madrid locations, 
and pre-emption rights under the act of 1814, was 
objected 'o by Mr. STANLY, 

An act to authorize the payment of equitable 
commissions to the agents or attorneys of persons 
in whose favor awards have been made under 
three several treaties between the United States and 
certain foreign powers, which awards have been 
retained in the treasury in payment of debts due 
tothe United Siates, was laid aside to be reported. 


An act declaring the assent of Congress to the > 


State of Ilinois to impose a tax upon all lands 
hereafier sold by the United States in that State, 
from and afier the time of such sale, was objected 
to by the Committee of Public Lands, from which 
it was reported. 

The bill for the relief of John Compton, assignee 
and legal representative of Garrigues Flaujac: laid 
aside to be reported, . 

The biil for the relief of Jean Baptiste Comeau: 
laid aside to be reported. 

The bill to confirm claims to lands in the district 
between the Rio Hondo and Sabine river: laid 
aside to be reported. 


The bill to authorize the issuing of a patent to 
the heirs and legal representatives of Francis Ri- 
vard, deceased: laid aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of Andrew Forrest: laid 
aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Henry Eckford, deceased: laid aside to be re- 
ported. 

The bill to authorize the Secretary of the Navy 
to purchase from the proprietors thereof the right 
to use the anti-attrition metal: laid aside to be re- 
ported. 

The bill for the relief of Henry Fry: laid aside 
to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of Jacob Green: laid aside 
to be reported, 

The bill for the relief ef John Moore: laid aside 
to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of Henry Newman. Mr. 
PROFFIT objected. 

The bill to repair a portion of Pensnylvania 
avenue: objected to. 

The bill io authorize the Solicitor of ‘the Treas- 
ury to compromise the claim of the Uniied States 
against the sureties of Henry Daniel and Thomas 
Triplett of Kentucky: laid aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of Mrs. Mary W, Thomp- 
son, widow of the late Lieutenant Colonel Thomp- 
son, of the army of the United States: laid aside 
to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of certain companies of 
Michigan militia. Mr. WISE objecied. 


Mr. COOPER of Georgia asked the indulgence 
of the ccmmittee to take up the bill for the relief of 
Colonel Watson. 

Mr. ADAMS objected. 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the committee 
rose and reported the bills to the House. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the question be 
taken on engrossing the bills. 

Mr. ADAMS objected, on the ground that a 
quorum was not present. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved a call of the House: 
carried—ayes 40, noes 15. 

The roll. was then called, and it was ascertained 
that 110 members were present. 

The absentees were then called, and it appeared 
that 139 were present. 

Mr. HOLMES moved that the House adjourn: 
rejected. 

The officers of the House were then ordered to 
close tbe doors, and the absentees were again 
called, when several excuses were made and re- 
ceived. 2 

Mr. FILLMORE moved to dispense with any 
further proceedings under the call; which was 
agreed to. 

The House then took up the list of bills voted 
upon in Committee of the Whole. 


Several bills, at the request of several gentle- 
men, were laid aside for explanation on a future 
day. 

The act to provide for the settlement of ac- 
counts, and to provide for the Government of the 
Territory of Wisconsin, was taken up, the amend- 
ments of the Committee of the Whole were con- 
curred in, and the bill was ordered to be engrussed, 
and was read a third time, and passed. 

An act for the relief cf Isaac Hull was read a 
third time, and passed; as were also the following: 

An act to provide for the reports of the decisions 
of the Supreme Court of the United States. 


-~ An act to establish and regulate naval rations. 


An act to provide for the publication of a new 
edition of the laws and regulations of the Post Of- 
fice Department, and a perfect list of the post of- 
fices in the United States. 

An act in relation to lands sold in Greensburg 
(late St. Helena) land distriet, in the State of Lou- 
islana, and authorizing the resurvey of certain 
lands in said district. 

An act for the relief of the heirs and legal rep- 


resentatives of Hugo Krebs. 
š 
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A resolution for the relief of Ferdinand Pet- 
trich. 

An act for the relief of Jean Baptiste Comeau. 

An act for the relief of Enoch Hidden 

An act to authorize the inhabitants of township 
8 norih, range 32 west, in the State of Arkansas, 
to enter a section of land in lieu of the sixteenth 
sgetion in said township, upon the condition that 
the same is surrendered to the United States for 
military purposes. 

An act to provide an insane hospital for the Dis- 
triet of Columbia. i 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Therese Mallette, widow of Gaspard Phiole. 

An act for the relief of John Compton, assignee 
and representative of Garrigues Flaujac. 

Ah act to authorize the Secretary of the Navy to 
purchase from the proprietors thereof the right to 
use Babbitt’s anti-attrition metal. 

An act for the relief of Henry Pryor. 

An act for the relief of Jacob Green. 

An act to authorize the issuing of a patent to the’ 
heirs or legal representatives of Francis Rivard, 
deceased, and for other purposes. 

Several other bilis were passed, whose titles 
could not be obtained. 

The following bills were also, after having been 
ordered to be engrossed, read the third time, and 
passed: 

The bill for the relief of Mrs. Mary W. Thomp- 
son, widow of Lieut. Col. Thompson, of the Uni- 
ted States army. 

The bill for the relief of Thomas B. Parsons. 

The bill for the relief of Thomas Brownell. 

The bill for the relief of: the legal representa- 
tives of Henry Eckford, deceased. 

Mr. LEVY asked the House to take up the bill 
to establish a new collection district in Florida. 

Mr. ADAMS objected; and the motion was not 
received. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO reported several private 
bills that had been referred to the Committee on 


. Revolutionary Pensions. 


Mr. LINN moved a reconsideration of the vote 
on laying on the table the bill for the relief of the 
sureties of Samuel Swartwout; and, after some ree 
marks from Messrs. WARD and STANLY, 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to lay the motion 
on the table. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD appealed to the House to 
take up the bill for the support of the penitentiary 
of the District of Columbia, which he said was in 
a starving condition. 

Mr. HOPKINS, by general consent from the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, re- 
ported, without amendment, the bill from the Sen- 
ate, to protect the revenues and diminish the 
charges upon the general fund of the Post Office 
Department. 

Mr. WISE moved that the House resolve itself 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, for the purpose cf taking up the bill for the 
reorganization of the Navy Department. ee 

Mr. C. JOHNSON moved that the House ad- 
journ: rejected. 

Mr. PEARCE, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported the bill from the Senate to 
provide for the adjustment of titles to lands in the 
town of Detroit, Michigan; and, by general con- 
sent, the bill was read the third time and passed. 

Mr. WISE renewed his motion that the House 
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. ANDREWS called for the yeas and nays; 
but a sufficient number not rising, they were not 


_ ordered. 


Tellers were then called for, and ordered; and, 
on taking the vote, the ayes were 73, noes 31—not 
a quoram. 

Mr. WISE moved a call of the House. 

Mr. ADAMS moved that the House adjourn; 
which motion was carried—ayes 76, noes 72; and 

The House adjourned. 


. 
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IN SENATE 
Monpay, August 29, 1842. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, 
made adverse reports on the. pelitions of Charles 
D. Russell & Co., De Forrest Manice, John L. 
Pezant and Co., McDowell, Hayne, & Co., aud 
A. H. Abrahams, praying the refunding and re- 
mission of certain duties; which were ordered to 
be printed. ; 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, the Committee on 
Finance was discharged from the further consider- 
ation of all subjects before it, not yet acted on. 

On moticn of Mr. EVANS, Mr. Walker and 


‘Mr. Beatty, workmen who were disabled on the 


‘Treasury building, were permitted to withdraw 
from the files of the Senate their papers. 
The bill making a certain appropriation for the 


“support of the Territory of Wisconsin, having 


been returned from the House with an amendment, 
eame up in order; and, on motion of Mr. EVANS, 
the amendment was concurred in. f 

“© Senate bill entitled An act creating a new land 
district in the State of Missouri, and changing the 
boundaries of the southern and souihwestern land 
districts in said State, having been returned from 
the House with an amendment, came up in order; 
and, on motion of Mr. SMITH of Indiana, (hav- 
ing explained the amendment,) it was concurred 
in. 

Senate bills entitled An act for the relief of Hen- 
ry Eckford, and An act for the relief of J. Baptiste 
Comeau, having been returned from the House 
with amendments, were taken up, and the amend- 
ments concurred in. : 

The bill relating to the land sales in the Greens- 
burg (late. St. Helena) land district, in the State 
‘of Louisiana, having been returned from the 


“House with an amendment, was taken up, and the 


amendment concurred in, 

The resolution introduced by Mr. Conran, 
scme time since, calling on the Solicitor of the 
‘Treasury to report to Congress, at its next session, 
the facts connected with the claim of the first mu- 
nicipality of New Orleans to a tract of land in the 


city of New Orleans on which the United States 
“eustom-house is built, and his opinion on the legal- 


ity of the title of said municipality, was taken up. 

Mr. LINN conceived that the general law, pass- 
ed a session or two ago, superseded the necessity 
of the passage of the resolution. 


The question was however put, and the resolu. 


tion was adopted. 

Senate bill providing for the extension of the Pat- 
ent Office on Tth street, came up in its order; and 
after a few remarks by Mr. TAPPAN explanatory 
of it s 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, who opposed the 
bill, it was laid on the table. 

Mr. HENDERSON, from the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, to which had been referred 
«the report of the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, in relation to the construction given 
to the act of July 4, 1836, confirming the reports 
of the board of commissioners appointed to inves- 
tigate the private land claims in Missouri, submit- 
ted a report; which was ordered to be printed. 

_ Mr, LINN presented the memorial of Ishmael 
Brooks, protesting against the passage of a joint 
resolution from the House of Representatives, 


© touching the title to Bush Island, which imputed to 


him improper conduct, until a full examination of 
the charges against him can be made: referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the House bill 
for the relief of the legal representatives of Wm. 
D. : Cheever, deceased, which had been reported 
from the Committee on Claims with an amendment, 


-was taken up asin committee of the whole, and 


considered; and the amendment being agreed to, the 
dill was reported to the Senate, and finally passed 
as amended. 

THE DISTRIBUTION BILL. 

The bill from the House repealing the proviso to 
the 6th section of the distribution act, (and which 
suspended the operations of that act when the tariff 
of duties on imports shall have been raised above 
20 per cent.,) was taken up on the motion of Mr. 
CRITTENDEN, who hoped the bill would be per- 
mitted to pass to-day. by general consent. 
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The bill was then read the second time 

Mr. TAPPAN said every Senator knew that, if 
the bill passed, it could not meet the approbation 
of the Executive. The quest'on presented in it 
was the same, precisely, which was presented in 
the tariff bill, and which caused the veto of that 
bill. The President gave his reasons for the veto 
of this proviso then; which were on the files of 
Senators. Unless the opinions of the Executive 
had changed on the subject, no man supposed, for 
a moment, that this bill would not receive a veto. 
To pass it under such circumstances showed in- 
sincerity and mockery ia legislation, evidenced a 
tantalizing spirit towards the Executive, and was 
perfect child’s play. If a majority of the Senate 
thought proper to pass the bill, he could only com- 

lain. 
The bill was then considered as in committee of 
the whole; and there being no proposition to amend, 
it was reported to the Senate, and ordered to a third 
reading. 

The bill having been passed by informally, on 
the motion of Mr LINN, owing to the thinness 
of the Senate, was subsequently taken up, and read 
the third time; and the question being, Shall the 
bill pass? 

Mr. TAPPAN demanded the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered; and the question being put, 
the bill was passed—yeas 23, nays 19, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bayard, Choate, Clayton, 
Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Graham, Hupt- 
ington, Mangum, Miller, Merehead, Phelps, Porter, Simmons, 
Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, White, and Wood. 
bridge—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, Henderson, King, Linn, Preston, Rives, Se- 
vier, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Woodbury, Wright, and 
Young—19, 


On motion of Mr. HENDERSON, the previous 
orders of the day were postponed, and the bill from 
the House entitled “An act to confirm to the heirs 
and legal representatives of John Brown, deceased, 
a tract of land,” was taken up, as in committee of 
the whole. 

Mr. HENDERSON explained and defended the 
bill, and 

Mr. KING opposed it; when, 

On motion of Mr. LINN, it was 
table. 

On motion of Mr. MOREHEAD, the previous 
orders of the day were postponed, and the bill from 
the House, entitled “An act for the relief of the 
assistants of the marshal of the United States for 
the district ef Kentucky,” was taken up, as in 
committee of the whole. 

Mr. M. urged the passage of the bill; and 

Messrs. KING and CALHOUN doubted the 
propriety of laying the foundation of a law allowing 
additional compensation to the assistant marshals 
for taking the census. It would extend to all the 
marshais in the United States, if the door was once 
opened. They had no doubt there were cases in 
the South and West where the compensation re- 
ceived by the assistant marshals did not pay their 
expenses. If meritorious cases could be adjusted, 
without laying open the treasury to all, they might 
be disposed to do so. Mr. C. hoped the Senator 
from Kentucky would permit the bili to lie on the 
table. He made that motien; which was disagreed 
to. 

The bill, having been amended in committee, 
was then reported to the Senate, and the amend- 
ment ordered to be engrossed, and the bill to be 
read a third time. At a subsequent part of the 
day, the bill was read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN introduced a joint resolu- 
tion allowing to Mr. Tuston $250 for exira service, 
performed in consequence of the protracted length 
of the session; which was read twice, considered as 
in committee of the whole, and finally passed. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Publie 
Lands, reported back to the Senate, without amend- 
ment, House bill entitled “An act to establish an 
additional land district in Florida.” It was con- 
sidered as in committee of the whole, and finally 
passed the Senate. 


laid on the 


On motion of Mr. PRESTON, the Committee. 


on Military Affairs was discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the petition of Henry Goldsby. 

The joint resolation authorizing the Secretary 
of the Navy to test the practicability of the sub- 


marine battery of Mr.Colt for harbor defence, and ape 
propriating $15,000 for that purpese, was taken up. 
The question pending was the amendment propos. 
ed by Mr.. Ancuer, appropriating $6,000 for the 
purpose of experimenting on certain inventions to 
prevent the explosion of steam-boilers. 

Mr. WHITE of Indiana offered the following 
as a substitute for the amendment proposed, viz. 


Resolved, That the Secretary ofthe Navy be, and he is here- 
by, authorized to contract for the invention of Thomas M. Eas- 
ton, Ethan Campbell, Aaron Quinby, or Cadwallader Evans, 
as he may consider most effective to prevent the explosion of 
steam-boilers, and to use the same in any oneor more steam- 
vessels of the United States that he may deem necessary to test 
the practical utility of said inventions; and the amount agrecd 
to be paid for said inventions (not to exceed $6,000) shall be 
paid out of any money inthe treasury not otherwise appro- 


priated. 
Mr, ARCHER accepted this as a movification. 
The amendment was then agreed to; and the res« 
olution was reported to the Senate, and, as amend- 
ed, was ordered to be engrossed fora third reading. 
At a subsequent pari of the day it was read the 
third time and passed, 


ABSENTEE MEMBERS OF CONGRESS. 

The joint-resolution relating to the attendance of 
members of Congress, and making deduction from 
their per diem for voluntary absence, except in 
cases of sickness, was read the second time; and, 

On motion of Mr. BAYARD, referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CONRAD, from the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, reported back, without amencment, a 
joint-resolution from the House, directing the in- 
stitation of a suit to test the title of the United 
States to Rush Island, which had been ceded by 
the Caddo treaty. 

On motion of Mr. CONRAD, the resolution 
was taken up as in committee of the whole, 
and, after having been discussed by Mr. ©. in its 
favor, and by Messrs. LINN and WRIGHT in 
opposition to its passage, it was, on motion of 
Mr. WRIGHT, so amended as to strike out the 
words “or fraudulent; to prevent thereby the 
testing of the title on the imputation of fraud. 

The resolution was then reported to the Senate; 
and the amendment being concurred in, it was 
finally passed. # 

A message was received from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, stating that that House had concurred 
in the several amendments of the Senate to the 
bill to provide for revenue from imports, and to 
modify existing laws upon the subject, and for 
oiher purposes. 


THE DISFRANCHISEMENT BILL. 

Mr. WHITE moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill to regulate the taking of testimony 
in cases of contested elections, and for other pure 
poses, had been recommiited to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. He believed that the interest of the 
country demanded its passage; and he would 
rather run the risk of having it amended in the 
House, if it were deemed necessary to meet the 
case cf Michigan, than that the bill should be lost 
for the want of action here. 

Mr. WALKER demanded the yeas and nays on 
the motion to take the bill from the possession of 
the committee, which were ordered; and being 
taken, tbe question was carried in the affirmative 
—yeas 23, nays 17, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Choate, 
Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Graham, 
Huntington, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Preston, Sim- 
mons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, and Whbie—23. 

NAYS—Messrs, Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, Rives, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tap- 
pap, Walker, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—17. 

The question now being, Shall the bill pass? 

Mr. WRIGHT demanded the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered; and the question being put, 
was carried in the affirmative-—yeas 25, nays 19, 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, 
Graham, Huntington, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, 
Preston, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, 
White, and Woodbridge—25. 

NAYS—Messrs, Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, Henderson, King, Lion, Rives, Sevier, 
Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Woodbury, 
Wright, and Young—19. : 

Mr. MERRICK said he was absent when the 
vote on the repeal of the 20 percent. proviso in the 
6th section of the land distribution bill was taken. 
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He would like to record his vote in favor of it; and 
askei the favor of the Senate to permit him to 
do so. 

Mr. WRIGHT said, if there was any question 
as to the sentimenis of the Senatcr, he would not 
interpose any objection; but frequen: applications 
of the kind had been made and refused, and the 
rule was imperative. 

Mr. MERRICK said, if there was any objection, 
he would not press the motion; but be would like to 
be indulged, as it would not change the result. 

Mr. BENTON said that, when he came there, 
twenty years ago, he had opposed such applica- 
tions; and had always since adhe ed to the rule, 
whether it operated against friend or foe. He 
would not consent fo any person having his vote 
recorded after the result was known. 

Mr. MERRICK was not, therefore, permitted to 
vote. 

Mr. SEVIER said that a resolution had passed 
the Senate on the 9th July, 1842, with which the 
Secretary of War says he cannotcomply, unless 
more clerks are allowed him; he therefore offered 
the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the resolution of the Senate, passed on the 
Sth July, 1842, requesting the Secretary of War to furnish 
copies of all the correspondence, and all the reports of the ìn- 
vestigating committee on file in the War Department. upon the 
subject of claims provided for by the late Miami treaty, be, and 
the same is hereby, rescinded. 

The question was put on the adoption of the 


resolution, and carried in the affirmative, 
THE ADJOURNMENT. 


Mr. WRIGHT moved to postpone the previous 
orders of the day, for the purpose of taking up the 
resolution of the House, fixing the day for the ad 
journment of Congress sine die. 

Mr. ARCHER opposed the motion. and Messrs. 
KING, WRIGHT, and CRITTENDEN advocat- 
ed it; when the question was put, and carried in 
the affirmative. 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the resolution 
was so amended as to fix on Wednesday next, at 
2 o'clock, p m., for the hour of the adjournment. 

The resolution as thus smended was adonted. 

tir, BAYARD, from the commiitee of confer- 
ence on the subject of the disagreeing votes be- 
tween the two Houses on the bill to suppress the 
vending of lottery tickets in the District of Colum- 
bia, reported that the conferees had agreed upon 
a substitute for the bill. The substitute (which al- 
lowed the sale of tickets for one year longer, in 
consideration of the contracts pending.) was read, 
and agreed to. 

Mr. WRIGHT said that there were many com- 
munications of an executive character pending; 
and therefore he moved that the Senate proceed to 
the consideration of executive business. The 
motion was agreed to; and the Senate occupied the 
remainder of the day in executive session. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Menpay, August 29, 1842. 
CHAPLAINS TO CONGRESS, 


Mr. BOTTS offered a resolution to authorize 
the payment of $250 additional compensation to 
the Rev. Septimus Tuston, one of the chaplains 
to. Congress; and he stated that he offered it be- 
cause Mr. Tuston had performed much the 
greater part of the duties devolving on the chap- 
lains. 

Mr. GWIN objected, and said if Mr. Tuston 
had performed some of ihe duties of the other 
chaplain, he had been paid to do it by his colleague 
[Mr. Maflitt.] 

Objections were made by several other gentle- 
men, 

Mr. BOTTS moved a suspension of the rules. 

Mr. CARUTHERS objected to the adoption 
of the resolution, unless the other chaplain were 
included. 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN also suggested the pro- 
priety of inclading the name of Mr. Maffitt. 

Mr. BOTTS refused compliance; for Mr. Tus- 
ton, he said, had performed the duties of both chap- 
lains. 

The question was then taken on suspending the 
rules, and the Speaker decided that there were not 
two-thirds voting in the affirmative; and the rules 


for the reception of the resolution wege not theres 
fore suspended. ie J 
THE TARIFF. 


A. Dicrins, esq, Secretary of the 
peared below the bar, with a messagé fro 


? 


ew! 


imposing duties on- imports,” with ametdments, 
in which they requested the concurrence of the 
House. 

Mr. FILLMORE rose and said he hoped the 
bill which had just been reported from the Senate, 
would be taken up at once, and disposed of. 
[Cries of “agreed.”] 

The bil having been taken up, . 

Mr. FILLMORE again rose and said that many 
of the amendments were merely verbal ones, and 
they could all be disposed of at once, except such 
as might be exempted at the request of any gen- 
tleman, who desired a specific voie on them. He 
hoped, therefore, that, if there were any such 
amendment, gentlemen desiring a distinct vote 
upon it would point it out. 

He then made some brief explanatory state- 
ments respecting some of the amendments; and 
concluded by moving the previous question. 

Mr. LINN obiained a wiibdrawal of that motion, 
on a promise to renew it; and then made a state- 
ment of the motives which actuated him in the 
vote he was about togive. He renewed the mo- 
tion for the previvus question. 


Mr. FILLMORE moved a concurrence in the 
amendments of the Senate. 

Mr. BOTTS desired the motion for the pre- 
vious question to be withdrawn, [Cries ot “No, 
no.) 

Several other gentlemen made the same request 
that they, too, might make explanations. [Re- 
newed eries of “No, no.”] The moiion for the 
previous question was then seconded, 


Mr. CLIFFORD moved to lay the amendments 
and the bill on the table; on which he called for the 
yeas and nays. 

Mr. BARNARD rose to stale a point of order; 
and, amidst much confusion, was heard to say that 
the proceeding was irregular, 

Mr. HOUSTON called the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Barwarp] to order. 

The SPEAKER said he did not understand the 
gentleman’s point of order to be one, 

Mr. HOUSTON. Nor dol believe he has got 
one. 

Mr. BARNARD persisted in addressing the 
House. 

Mr. TURNEY called him to crder. 

Mr. BARNARD said he should not press his 
point of order. , 

Mr. BOTTS asked to be excused from voting on 
the question before the House, and briefy stated 
his reasons, 

The House refused to excuse him. 

The question was then taken on laying the bill 
and the amendments on the table, when the mction 
was negatived—yeas 65, nays 120, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Arnold, Arrington, Atherton, Black, Boyd, 
Aaron V. Brown, Burke, Sampson H. Butler, William O. Bur- 
ler, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C, Caldwell, John Campbell, 
Casey, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Mark A. Cooper, Cross, Daniel, 
Dean, John ©. Edwards, Egbert, Gamble, Gilmer, Goggin, 
William O. Goode, Graham, Gwin, Habersham, Harris, Hays, 
Holmes, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, Hunter, Cave Johnson, 
John W. Jones, King, Lewis, Littiefield, Abraham McClellan, 
McKay, Mallory, John Thomson Mason, Mathews, Medill, 
Owsley, Payne, Rayner, Reding. Rhett, Reynolds, Saunders, 
Shaw, William Smith, Steenrod, Sumter, Jacob Thompson, 
Turney, Warren, Watterson, Weller, James W. Williams, and 
Wood—65. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Landaff W. Andrews, Sher- 
lock J. Andrews, appleton, Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, 
Barton, Bidlack, Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, Borden, Brock: 
way, Milton Brown, Charles Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Bur- 
nell, Calhoun, William B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, 
Caruthers, Chitds, Chittenden, John C. Clark, James Cooper 
Cowen, Cranston, Cushing, Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis. 
Deserry, Jobn Edwards, Everett, Ferris, Fessenden, Fillmore, 
John G. Floyd, Gentry, Gerry, Giddings, Pauick G. Goode, 
Gordes, Granger, Gustine, Hall, Halsted, Houck, Howard, 
Hudson, Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, James 
Irvin, Wiljam W. Irwin, Wiliam Cost Johnson, John P. 
Kennedy, Linn, Robert McClellan, McKennan, Samson Mason, 
Mathiot, Matocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Michell, Moore, 
Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Newhard, Oliver, Osborne, Parmen- 
ter, Pearce, Plumer, Pope, Powell, Pr fin Ramsey, Benjamin 
Randall, Alexander Randall, Randolph, Read, Ridgway, Riggs, 
Rodney, James M, Russell, Wiliam Russell, Saltonstatl, 


Shepperd, Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, Sollers, Sprigg’ 
Stanly, Stratton, Alexander H. H. Stuart, John T. Stuart, 
Taliaferro, Richard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tom- 
linson, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Van Buren, Van 
Rensselaer, Ward, Washington, Edward D. White, Thomas 
W. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Wise, Yorke, and Augustus 
Young—120, 


So the bill and amendments were not laid on the 
table. 

And the question recurring on concurring in the 
amendments of the Senate— 

They were read by the Clerk; and (afler some 
correction) no separate question having Leen ask- 
ed, except on the 29th section, the amendments 
were concurred in en masse. 


On the 29ih section Mr. W. C. JOHNSON call- 
ed for a separate question, and asked the yeas and 
nays; which were refused. j 


And the question being taken, the said amend- 
men! was concurred in. 

So all the amendments were concurred in, as 
follows: and the bill wants only the signature of the 
President to become a law. 


Sec. 1, article4. Woollen blankets, not exceeding seventy- 
two by fifty-two inches each, add, “nor less than forty-five by 
sixty inches each.” 

Sec. 2, line 2, Strike out “day and year before mentioned,’ 
and insert “passage of thisact.’? : 

Sec. 3, line 2. Strike out “day and’year aforesaid,” and insert 
“passage of this act.” . 

Sec. 3, article]. Among the articles of silk, insert “on pon- 
gees and plain white silks for printing or coloring, one dollar 
and fifty cents per pound of sixteen ounces.” 

Sec. 3,article3. By the bill as passed by the Mouse, the duty 
on “untarred corlage” was six cents per pound--the Senate 
propose to make it four anda halfcents per pound. 

Sce. 3, article’. The duty on “cotton bagging” is reduced 
from five cents per square yard to four cents per square yard; 

Sec. 4, article3. Suike out “day and year aforesaid,” and 
insert “passage of this act.” 

Sec. 4, article 1. The duly on “bar and bolt iron, made wholly 
or in part by rolling,” is reduced from twenty-seven dollars and 
fifty cenis to twenty-five dollars per ton. 

Sec. 4, article 1. Railroad iron is entitled to the benefit of ex- 
ising laws exempting it from duty on proof of its having been 
actually laid down on railways, &c. ‘The item 1s amended by 
inserting the word “permanently” before “laid,” and by insert- 
ing after the words "laid down,” the words “Sor use,”’ so as to 
make it tread, “having beonactuaily and permanently laid down 
or use,’ 

Sec 4, article 1. The duty on pig iron is reduced from ten 
dollars per ton to nine dollars per ton. 

Sec. 4, article 8. This article enumerates the various articles 
of copper, and the rates of duty imposed on each. The Senate 
propose to strike out “plates or sheetsof which copper is the 
material of chief value.’ 

Sec. 5. Strikeout the “day and year aforesaid,” and insert 
“passage of this ach” 

Sec. 5, article 10. By the bill of the House, the duty on chro- 
nometers was twenty per cent. ad valorem, The Senate pro- 
pose to insert the words “ship or box,” so as to read, “ship or 
box chronometers.” 

Sec. 5, article 10. By the bill, the duty on watches and parts 
of watches was twenty per cent,ad valorem. The Senate pro- 
pose to make itseven anda half percent. ‘ 

Sec. 5, article 10. By the bill, the duty on diamonds was 
twelve and a haif percent. ad valorem, The Senate propose 
to make it seven anda half per cent. 

Sec. 5, article 10. By the bill, the duty on “gems, pearls, or 
precious stones,” was twenty per cent. ad valorem. The Sen- 
ate reduce it to seven per cent. x 

Sec. 5, article 1l. “Unwrought spars” are to be included in 
articles to be deemed and taken as "manufactured wood,” and 
to pay duty accordingly. A 

Ses, 6. Suike out “day and year aforesaid,” and insert“ pass- 
age of this act.” 7 

“Sec. 6. The duty on “sulphate of barytes,” is changed from 
20 per cent. ad valorem to halfa cent per pound. 

Sec. 7. Strike out “day and year aforesaid,” and insert “pas- 
sage of this act.” 

Sec. 8. Same amendment. x 

Sect 8, article 1. In the various descriptions of brown sngar, 
on which the duty is two and a kalt cents per pound, meert “un 
brown clayed sugar,” so as to make that description of sugar 
subject to the same rate of duty. 

Sec. &, article 1. Change the duty on molasses from five cents 
per gallon to fuur and a half milis per pound. 

Sec. S, article 2, Among spices subject tea duty of five per 
cent. ad valorem, include linseed. k . 

Sec. §, article 5. Strike out the following, viz: ‘ 

“Madeira, sherry, port, San Lucar, and Canary wines, In casks 
or boties, sixty cents per gallon; on champagne and sparkling 
wines—Burgundy and claret, in bottles, forty cents pe gallon; 
in casks, tweive certs per gallon; Teneriffe wines, in casks or 
bottles, thirty cents per gallon; on white wines, not enumerated, 
of France, Austria, Prussia, Sardinia, and Portugal and its pos: 
sessions, in casks or bottles, twenty cents per gallon; on red 
wines, not enumerated, of France, Austria, Prussia, Sardinia, 
and Portugal and its possessions, in casks or bottles, twenty 


cents per gallon; on white and red wines of Spain, Germany 
and the Mediterranean, not enumerated, in casks, twenty cents 
per gallon; in bottles, thirty cents per gallon; on Sicily Madeira, 
or Marsala, and all other wines of Sicily, in casks or bottles, 
thirty cents per galon; all other wines not enumerated, and 
other than those of France, Austria, Prussia, an Sardinia, and 
of Portugal and its possessions, when ia bottles, sixty cents per 
gallon; antl in casks, forty cents per gation” 


“On Madeira, sherry, San Lucart, and Canary wines, in casks 
or bottles, sixty cents per gallon; on champagne win 
cents per gallon; on port, Burgandy, and clari 
ties, thirty-five ceats per gallon; on port and Bu 
in casks, fifteen cents per gallon; y ; k 
of botues, twenty cents per gallons on claret wines, in casks, 
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six cents per gallon; on the white wines, not enumerated, of 
Francé, Austria, Prussia, and Sardinia, and of Portugal and its 
possessions, in casks, seven anda half.cents per gallon,—in bot- 
tea, twenty cents per gallon; on the red wipes, wot enumerated, 
of France, Austria, Prussia, and Sardinia, and of Portugal and 
its possessions, in casks, six cents per gallon,—in bottles, twenty 
cents per gallon; on the white and red wines of Spain, Germa- 
ny, and the Mediterranean, not enumerated, in casks, twelve 
anil a half cents per gallon,—in bottles, iwenty cents per gallon; 
on Sicily, Madeira, or Marsala wines, in casks or bottles, twenty- 
five cents per gallon; on other wines of Sicily, in casks or bot- 
teg, fifteen cents per gallon; on all other wines, not enumerated, 
and other than those of France, Austria, Piussia; and Sardinia, 
and of Portugal and its possessions, when in bottles, sixty five 
cents per gatlon,—when in casks, twenty-five cents per gallon.”” 

Sec. 9. Strike out “day and year before mentioned,” and in- 
sert “passage of this act.” 

Sec 9, article 6, which contains an enumeration of various ar- 
ticles which are declared exempt from duty. Add, at the end 
of the article, these words: “tea and coffee, when imported in 
American vessels from the places of their growth or produc- 
tion? See next amendment. 

Sec. 10. Strike out from the end of it these words: “except 
tea imported from beyond the Cape of Good Hope, in American 
vessels, and coffee, wh:ch shall be free of duty.” Bee preceding 

mendment. 

Sec. 13. Strike out the following proviso: 

“And provided further, That all the requirements (except 
bonding) prescribed by any existing law or laws prior to the 
‘act toaiter and amend the s-veral acts imposing duties onim- 
ports, approvedthe I4th of July, eighteen hundred and thirty- 
two, in regard to the inspection, weighing, marking, and certi- 
fying teas, shall be strictly complied with in all importations of 
teas afier this act shall take effect; and so much of the fifth 
section of the Lefore mentioned law as repeals the provisions of 
former Jaws, or parts of laws, on this subject, shall be, and the 
game is hereby, repealed; and said laws, and parts of laws, sub- 
ject to the provisions of this act. are hereby revived.” 

Sec. 14, which allows a “drawback on foreign sugar refined 
in the United States, and exported therefrom, of three and a 
quarter cenis per pound.” Strike out “three and a quarter 
cents per pound,” and insert “equal in amount to the duty paid 
on the foreign sugar from which it shall be manufactured, to 
be ascertained under such regulations as shall be prescribed by 
the Secretary of the Treasury.” 

Sec. 15 provides that. no drawback be allowed “unless the 
oods, wares, or merchandise shall be exported within one year 
rom the date of importation.” Strike out “one year” and in- 

gert “three years.” 

Sec. 16 directs the manner of ascertaining the value or cost 
of goods subject to ad valorem duty, t which value or price, so 
ascertained, are added all cosis and charges, (except insurance.) 
The Senate propose to add to these costs and charges, “commis- 
sions at the usual rates.” The Senate also propose so toamend 
the section, as that the value, when ascertained, shall be the 
value ‘at the port where the same may be entered.” 

Sec. 21. Strike out the word * forféited,” and insert “liable to 
seizure and forfeiture, on conviction thereoi before any court 
of competent jurisdiction.” 

Sec. 27. Strike it out. It is as follows: 

“Seo, 27. And be it further enacted, That the annual statis- 
tical accounts of the Commerce of the United States with for- 
eign countries, required by the act of the tenth of February, 
eighteen hundred and twenty, entitled “An act to provide for 
obtaining accurate statements of foreign comitférce of the United 
States,” shall hereafter be made up and.gompleted by the Re- 
gister of the Treasury, under the direction of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, tothe thirtieth day of September of each year, 
comprehending in the same the twelve months preceding, and 
shall be laid before Congress, by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
on the first Monday in December of the same year.” 

Sec. 28. Strike it out. It is as follows: 

“Seo. 23, And be it further enacted, That, in lieu of the quar- 
ter-yearly returns, required by the said act of February tenth, 
eighteen hundred and twenty, the several collectors shall here- 
after make monthly returns to the Register of the Treasury of 
all the facts and matters which they are in the said act required 
to ascertain, together with the wholesale market price, when at- 
tainable, of all articles imported and entered, in the port where 
entered, on the first day of cach month, and any other informa- 
tion which the Secretary of the Treasury may from time to time 
require; which said returns shall be made up and transmitted 
to the Register of the Treasury on or before the last day of the 
month succeeding the month for which the return is made: 
Provided, That the returns required shall be confined to goods, 
wares, and merchandise, entered at the several custom-houses, 
either on importation or for exportation.” 

Sec. 29 Strike itout. Itis as follows: 

“See, 29. And be it further enacted, ‘That it shall be the duty 
ef the Secretary of the Treasury to prepare, and cause to be 
published in atleast one of the newspapers of the city of Wash. 
ligion, a monthly abstract of the information so received, And 
from and after the passage of this act, the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall, with his next annual report to Congress, report 
the number and names of ali the officers and persons employed, 
and how employed, in the collection and protection of the rev- 
enues, and where employed, and the amount paid to each 
officer employed, by a yearly salary, or otherwise. And from 
and after the passage of this law, no collector, receiver, or other 
officer connected with the collection or protection of the rev- 
enues, or employed in any manner in connexion with the col- 
lection and protection of the revenues, or any other person or 
persons, shall be permitted to take, draw, or receive the amount 
of his salary or compensation from any moneys collected or 
received from the revenues of the Government before paid in 
the treasury; but all officers or persons employed in the col- 
lection or protection of the revenues shall be paid at the treas- 
vry, or by draft from the treasury on collectors, receivers, ov 
other officers or agents in whose hands Government moneys 
may be placed or collected; and ail such accounts shall be regu- 
larly audited in the treasury; and it shall be the duty of the 
Secretary of the Treasury to report annually the nam:s and 
employments of the persons whose accounts shal! be thus au- 
dited, and the amount, and for what paid, to each officer and 
person whose account shall be thus andited in the treasury.” 

Sec. 30. Saike ont thirtieth September, and insert thirtieth 
June as the day on which the Secretary of the Treasury shail 
annually ascertain whether the duty on any articles has ex- 
ceeded thirty-five per centum ad valorem, on the average 
wholesale market value in the several ports of the United States 

for the preceding year. 
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Add a new sectiun as follows: i i 

Sec. —. And be it further enucted, That so long as the 
distribution of the net proceeds of the sales of the public lands, 
directed to be made among the several States, Territories, and 
Districtof Columbia, by the «et entitled “An act toappropriate 
the proceeds of the sales of the public lands, and to grant pre- 
emption rights? shail be and remain suspended by virtue of 
this act and of the proviso of the sixth section of the act 
aforesaid, the ten per centum of the said proceeds directed 
to be paid by the said act to the several States of Ohio, In- 
diana, Hlinvis, Alabama, Missouri, Mississippi, Louisiana, 
Arkansas, and Michigan, shail also be and remain suspended. 


Mr. McKENNAN moved a reconsideration of 
the vote by which all the amendmenis had been 
concurred in, and demanded the previous ques- 
tien. 

There was a second. 

The main question was ordered; and, being taken, 
the vote was not reconsidered. i 

TREASURY NOTE BILL, j 


; 

Mr. FILLMORE offered the followipg résolu- 
tion, and demanded tbe previous questiog thereon: 

Resolved, That after the said bill No. 607, to li if the sale 
of the public stock to par, and to authorize the issug of treas- 
ury notes in lieu thereof to a certain amount, shal#iave been 
considered in Commitee of the Whole Honse on the state of 
the Union two hours, all debate shall cease, and the commit- 
teeshall proceed to vote on al] amendments which may be 
pending or offered to said bill, and then report the same to the 
House, with such amendments as may have been agreed to by 
said committee. 

The previous question was seconded. 

The main question was ordered; and, being taken, 
the resolution was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE the House re- 
solved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. JoserH R. INGERSOLL of 
Pennsylvania jn the chair,) and proceeded to the 
consideration cf the following bill: 

AN ACT to limit the sale of The public stéck to par, and to 


authorize the issue of treasyry‘notes ip lieu thereof, to a 
certain amount. i # 


Be tt enacted by the Senate and Housé of Representatives: 


of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That no stuck authorized to be issued fr a loan by the acten- 
tied “An act authorizing a loah notzexceeding the sum of 
twelve millions of dollars.’ apprbveg July twenty-first, 1841, 
and the act amendatory of the samé, entitled “An act for the 
extension of the Joan of eighteen hundred and forty-one, and for 
an addition of five millions of dollars thereto, and for allowing 
interest on treasury notes due,” approved April fifteenth, 1842, 
shall hereafter be sold below par; and in case the same cannot 
be sold at or above par, and the exigencies of the public service 
shall require the same, then, and in that case, the Secretary of 
the Treasury shall be, and hereby is, authorized to issue treas- 
ury notes in lieu of so much thereof as cannot be thus nego- 
tiated, to an amount not exceeding six millions of dollars. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the treasury notes 
authorized to be issued by virtue of this act shall not be issued 
after the time limited by said last mentioned act, (being the fif- 
teenth day of April, eighteen hundred and forty-three,) for 
making said loan, and they shall be issued under the provisions 
and limitations contained in the act entitled “An act to author- 
ize the issuing of treasury notes,” approved the twelfth day 
of October, eighteen hundred and thirty-seven, and as modified 
by the act entitled “An act ad ‘itional to the act on the subject 
of treasury notes,” approved March thirty-fiist, eighteen hun- 
dred and forty: Provided, That the notes authorized to be 
issued by virtue of this act may, when redeemed, be reissued, 
or new notes issued in lieu of such as may be redeemed within 
the time above prescribed for issui: g the same: Provided, 
That not more than six millions in amount shall be outsiand- 
ing at any one time under the authority of this act, 


The bill having been read, 

Mr. TILLINGHAST desired the attention of 
Mr. Fintmore to a certain verbal error (which 
was not understood by the reporter) in the print- 
ing of the report accompanying the bill. 

Mr. FILLMORE, chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means, who reported the bill, said he 
had nothing to say. with reference to this subject, 
and (no gentleman indicatirg a desire to address 
the committee) he hoped the bill would be laid 
aside to be reported to the House. 

Mr. WISE merely wished to ascertain whether 
he understood correcily this bill. He believed it 
proposed (and he wished the cheirman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means to correct bim if 
he was mistaken) to limit the sale of the s'cek of 
the loan at par; and in case it could not be sold at 
par, it proposed the alternative of issuing treasury 
notes to a certain amount, lo supply the immediate 
wants of Government. 

He heartily approved of this, for it was precise- 
ly what he hac contended for when the loan bill 
was under consideration. He was glad of it; and 
he would recommend his colleague from the Lou- 
don district [Mr. Powent] now to amend his cir- 
cular to his constituents. 

Mr. POWELL said, so far from that; he should 
maintain the principles, by Lis votes here, which he 
had laid down in that circular. 


Mr. FiLLMORE (in reply to Mr. Wise) said 
it would be perceived that the situation of the bill 
had no connexion wth the situation of the loan 
bill when it passed. That was a case when, a 
large amount of treasury notes having been au- 
thonzed to be issued, because there was no means 
in the treasury to redeem those notes, they were 
sinking in the market. The bill provided for that 
exigency, and restored the eredit of the treasury. 
The question now was, whether they would per- 
mit the steck to be sacrificed, when there was no 
means of issuing treasury notes. 

Mr. WM. C. JOHNSON addressed an inqui- 
ry to Mr. Fittmore, which was not heard by the 
reporter. 

Mr. FILLMORE. For the purpose of aveiding 
the evils of the sale of the stock below par, this bill 
authorizes the issuing treasury notes to the amount 
of $6,000,000. 

Af.er some remarks from Mr. BARNARD— 

Mr. FILLMORE aaid it was perhaps necessary, 
after what had been said, to state the grounds on 
whith the Committee of Ways and Means bad 
proceeded; and, if he could ge: the ear of the 
House, he would state a few facis, which seemed 
necessary to be understocd, in order to understand 
the importance of this measure 

First. Thev had authorized at the extra session 
a loan of $12,000.000. of which there was taken, 
in round numbers, $5 432,000; leaving at the com- 
menecment of thssesicn, of that amount, yet un- 
taken, 36478 000. They had added io that a loan 
of $5 000,000 more; makine m all, authorized at 
the present session, $11,478,000. Of this amount, 
thus authorized at the present session, there was 
already negotiated $1,836000, leaving of that 
loan yet to be taken, $9,642,000, or about $10,060,» 
000, now authorized to be taken. 

Mr. SPRIGG made an inquiry, which was not 
heard by the reporter. 


Mr. FILLMORE. So far as negotiation went, 
most of it was negotiated at ninety seven anda 
half cents on the dollar; the remainder of it (a small 
portion) was laken at par. 

The present liabilities of the Government (Mr, 
F. continued) were, a week ago last Saiuday, 
$3.875 000, which were present demands, and for 
which the Government was hable to be exiled on 
at any moment; and to meet these demands no! one 
dollar was available. There was a small amount 
of money in the treasury, to be sure; but not more 
than enough to meet the demands tor trust funds 
and for the publie debt. Therefore, the question 
had presented itself to the consideration of the 
committee, whether, when there was a present lia- 
bility of almost $4,000,000. on the treaspry, and 
when there was authority to sell this stock almost 
to an amount of $10,000,000, at any discount the 
Secretary of the Treasury saw fit, was it advisable 
to permit the stock to be sacrificed to the Shylocks 
of the country, without offering some alternative to 
the Scerctary by which to meet these liabiliues, 
without subjecting himself to so great a shave? 

The committee had coneluded that it was un- 
reasonable to force this Jarge amount of stoek on 
the market at this time, and eempel the Seereiary 
of the Treasury to submit to any exacions that 
might be forced on him by money-lenders, without 
having some alternative. The first question, there- 
fore, was, whether they would limit the loan to a 
certain discount below its par value. It was ob- 
vious that, if this were done, it would instantly 
strike the stock down to that point in the ccouniry. 
They had, therefore, considered that it was neces- 
sary to limit it, and, if it were limited at all, any 
other mode would but discredit our own steek in 
market; and they had thcught it unreasrnable 
either to discredit our stock in market, by fixing the 
minimum at which ii should be sold, or permitting 
the Secretary of the Treasury to go into market 
and sell at the best prices he could obtain. 

The committee had thought it injurious to the 
treasury lo suffer the stock to be sold below par, 
when, if the tariff bill pessed. (which they hoped 
would scon take place,) it would come up; that it 
would be injurious to those who had heret fore 
taken our siock; and that ii would be injurious to 
all the sioeks of the several States of the Union, 
that the United States stock here should be suffered 
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still more to depreciate, because the Secretary of 
the Treasury bad no alternative to meet the in- 
stantanecus pressing demands of the treasury, but 
to sell the stock at the best prices at which it would 
be taken. 

They had, therefore, thought it best to give him 
the alternative to issue a limited amount of treas- 
ury notes tọ meet the pressing demands of the treas- 
ary. Mr. F. ought to say that the committee were 


not unanimous in this: there was one honorable’ 


exception; one gentleman of that committee, now 
before him, [Mr. Borrs,] was unwilling that treas- 
ury notes should be isstied, although he [Mr. Borrs] 
believed it was right to limit the sale of the stock 
at par. 

Mr. F. had no deep solicitude on this subject; his 
object and ambition, and that of the committee, had 
been to do all they could to save the credit and 
honor of the country from suffering from the course 
of the present Executive. 

After a discussion in which Messrs. BOTTS, 
ADAMS, BARNARD, PROFFIT, and CUSH- 
ING, took part— 

A message was received from the Senate by 
Asgury Dickins, esq., their Secretary, announcing 
the passage by that body of certain bills from 
the House. 

Mr. PROFFIT addressed the committee at some 
length in advocacy of the bill, and in congralula- 
tory remarks at the good state of feeling and of de- 
votion to the interests of the country, irrespective 
of party considerations, that now existed. He re- 
ferred to some of the events of the session, to the 
ratification of the treaty, to the settlement of the 
Rhode Island affairs, to the settlement of the ques- 
tion of distribution, (in a manner, no doubt, to the 
satisfaction of all,) to the settlement of the revenue 
question, and to the reecgnised termination of the 
Florida war; commente: on the glorious spectacle 
that was in this presented to foreign nations, of a 
President without a party, looking merely to the 
public good, having been able to accomplish these 
things, and declared himself for the support of John 
Tyler in preference to any other man. 


In the course of his remarks, Mr. P. yielded to 
explanations or inquiries by Messrs. BOTTS, 
RAYNER, WISE, and COOPER of Georgia. 

Mr. MARSHALL said he had been placed, 
witbin the last balf hour, in a condition somewhat 
unusual for him on measures of this sort; he had 
actually changed his opinions he believed three 
times, on this subject, since he had come te the 
House; and if he bad not known that this thing 
had been done so often by very distingui:hed per. 
sons within the last ten days, it would have been a 
source of great mortification i10 him. He was op- 
pesed to this plan of issuing treasury-notes; he 
was opposed to the report of the committee on 
this subject at the last session, and to the legisla- 
tion on it at the early partof this session. The 
bill proposed that the public stock should not be 
negotiated below par, and thatthe Treasury Depart- 
ment should be authorized to meet the pressing de- 
mands of the treasury by the issue of treasury- 
notes, until those demands cou'd be supplied by 
loan. The fact, as he understood it, was, that the 
treasury was at this moment actually empty; that 
it was as dry as a powder box; and until this 
loan be negotiated, the treasury was without any 
means. 

Mr. M. should vote in favor of the bill. He 
believed, for one, that the revenve bill would cer- 
tainly meet the signature of the President, and he 
had no doubt but the passage of that bill weuld re- 
store American credit, and that the Joan could be 
negotiated at par at least, if not above par; but, in 
the mean time, he was unwilling to adjourn this 
Congress, leaving the treasury of the United States 
without any means for an hour, and he should vote 
for this bilt on the same principle as he had voted 
for the revenue bill, without reference or conjec- 
ture as to what the President might do on the sub- 
ject; but should simply do what he believed to be 
his duty as a part of the Legislature of the Gov- 
ernment—-which was, frst to provide revenue for 
Government, and then not to adjourn the Legisla- 
ture without making some provision to meet the 
pressing demands on the treasury. 

The gentleman from Indiana (Mr. Prorrrr] had 


congratulated himself on the settlement of these 
great questions without a party. He seemed to 
appropriate the whole of the honor of the session 
to the President of the United States, through the 
instrumentality of “the guard” of the President of 
the United States, of which he had informed them 
that he was the humblest member. The gentle- 
man from Indiana anticipated that not only the 
Fiorida war, our disputes with England, the ques- 
tion of revenue, but the bank and all other sub- 
jects would be settled under this Administration, 
and by means of a President without a party; and 
avows, in advance, that the President is his candi- 
date in preference to all other men; living or dead. 


| {Laughter.] 


A word or two (continued Mr. M.) on the sub- 
ject of this revenue bill, and a word or twe on the 
means by which it was passed, in reply to what he 
had heard said in other parts of this Capitol, and 
without these walls. Some men tock the ground, 
here and elsewhere, that the Whig party in this 
matter had been whipped in by the President of the 
United States, and had surrendered a principle. 
It was said out of this House, that this bill bad 
been brought about by the overbearing power and 
atthe suggestion of the manufacturing interests 
here. He had heard the Whig party taunted openly 
elsewhere in this Capitol, in debate; and had heard 
it said elsewhere, in discussion between gentlemen, 
tbat the Yankers did not care a button fer the 
lands; that the Whig party had been overpowered 
by the manufaciuring interests; that they were 
conquered, and tbat the land question had been 
surrendered; that they had been overcome by the 
selfishness and venality of their New England 
brethren, whe were attached to the tariff, and did 
not care for the lands, but only employed the lands 
for the purpose of taking along their Southern and 
Western brethren; and when they could be toated 
no longer, that they had abandoned the distribu- 
tion, holding on to the tariff; and thus that the land 
bill had been surrendered to Yankee cupidity and 
Yankee avarice; and that the Whig party had been 
triumphed over, and the land question given up in 
this way. 

Mr. M. said here, in his place, that the proposi- 
tion to strike out the 27th section of the bill, and 
ihe proposition to pass the bill separate and apart 
from the land question, did not come from, and 
was not made by, a New England member in this 
Capitol, originally; that, if there was any plighted 
faith between the parties devoted to the tariff and 
to the jands, and if, on the veto of the President, 
there was any danger of dismemberment among 
the party, no proposition was brought forward by 
a New England member to strike out thisclause at 
all; but that, so far as any manifestation was 
made, those devoted to the tariff were prepared to 
make common lot with them, and give up tariff 
and lands together, The very first man who made 
the proposition to strike out ‘he 27:b section, and 
quit the lands altogether, and yield them for the 
present, was made by ihe Representative from the 
10th congressional distiict of Kentucky—one of 
whose constiluen's was that man whose peculiar 
measure this land bill was supposed to be. 

Mr. M. had felt the peculiarity and delicacy of the 
position of those men devoted to the tariff on this 
fluor; and they had felt it, and acted it out. There 
was, as far as he knew, certainly no preposition 
on the part of the Northern members to make a 
separate cause, and abandon this land question, in 
opposition to those who were supposed to be the 
peculiar f:iends of distribution; so thst this cause 
of triumph might cease. Mr. M. had made the 
propositi-n for reasens he had assigned; it had come 
from him; and if there was any sacrifice, any sur- 
rendering of the lands, the proposition was made 
by that member who stood pledged to the land 
question more soemniy and emphatically than 
any other member of the Congress of the United 
States. 

They, on the other part, had been charged with 
a design to sacrifice the revenue and everything 
else to the lands, beeause it was supposed to be the 
peculiar measure of the man who had been spoken 
of as the candidate to be run for the Presidency by 
the Whig party. 

In answer to that charge, be it known, said Mr. 


M., that it was that man’s own representative who 
made the preposition in this hall: and it had been 
said that proposition had been dictated by hostility 
to that man; that, because it was known to be a 
great measure of his life, supposed to be originated 
by him, therefore, from feelings of personal pique 
or malignity, growing out of personal quarrels, he, 
(Mr. M.,) to wreak his revenge, had united with 
another party,-to tread under foot, and to sacrifice 
to the President of the United States, the darling 
policy of one who was said to be dictator in these 
halls. 

Nothing of it, nothing of it, said Mr. M. Tf, in 
the discharge of his duty here, he had been charged 
with being influenced by any reference to the course 
of the President, or the wishes ef that man of whom 
be had spoken, Mr M.'s course on this bill would 
he sufl'cient to abso've him from all reproaches on 
this ground. In his course, he had no reference to 
the prospects of anybody, but to the prospects of 
this country, and to the fate cf Congress before 
the nation. 

A leading Whig print within the last few days 
had said that MarssaLL of Kentucky, in one of 
his vagaries, had stated, on the floor of the House 
of Representatives, that he had been read out of 
the church by the Whig party, when no such thing 
had ever been thought of by anybody but himself. 
Now, the correspondent of that paper on this floor 
must have known to what he was replying. A 
gentleman bad fermally announced that he (Mr. 
M.) had quitted the Whig party, and had gone 
over; and, as an alien, was applying to be received 
by the other party, Whether he had quit the 
Wiig party or not, he would let tne country, or at 
lea-t the people of that portion of the country which 
he represented, decide. Bat, in reply to the gen- 
tleman from Indiana, [Mr. Prorrit.] he would 
state what he considered a sacrifice of principles. 
It was not, when they passed such a bill as they 
liked, and tue President refused his signature, to 
move on to another brarch of legislation; but when 
forced, under the Executive lash, to pass measures 
abhorrent to all their principles, then they yielded 
their principles——and not till then. 

Mr. SPRIGG interposed, and, remarking that 
there were but a few moments to elapse to the ter- 
mination cf the debate, he asked the gentleman to 
appropriate them to show why he should be hum- 
bugged any further by the Committee of Ways and 
Means. [Lavghter.] 

Mr. MARSHALL said he could do that, but he 
did not know thatthe gentleman had been hum- 
bugged by that committee. 

Mr. M. was going to say what he considered a 
great sacrifice of principle, and to avow in advance 
that such a sacrifice he never would make, When 
they had passed a bill in relation to the public lands 
such as they liked, and it was vetoed, they yielded 
to the Constitution on the subject of the veto; they 
sacrificed no principle, but moved on to another 
branch of legislation, to provide revenue. He 
should never feel satisfied until this Congress, be- 
fore it expired, passed such bills on all subjects in- 
trusted to them by this nation, as they approved, 
He hoped that, instead of a fiscal agent, or ex- 
chequer bank, the Whigs, on full consultation, 
would pass such a Bank of the United.States as 
they themselves approved, and could stand on, 
without reference to the peculiar feelings and preju- 
dices of that or of any other President whatever; 
and that ere this Congress expired, they could go 
before the people on measures, whether vetoed or 
not, that would stand, and which they could demon- 
strate were consistent with their past professions. 

Mr. M had heard gentiemen talk about votirg 
on the revenue bill with reluctance; they had 
spoken as if they bad been dragged up to execu- 
tion. He did not feel so, and he thought it was 
impairing, in some sort, the glory and grace of 
that achievement to be dragged up to it reluctantly. 
He, for one, had telt no reluctance; he came up to 
the scratch with perfect willingness, because he be- 
lieved that honor, interest, policy, and duty, all 
alike required this bill at their hands; and he did 

aost deeply thank God that, ere this Congress bad 
adjourned, they had achieved this great thing. Ob, 
whata queer siate of records these journals would 
present! Some of the very tallest pames in the 
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Democratic party, that had been opposing the 
Whigs, and chuckling. over everything on which 
they could hang their objections to this measure, 
fairly whipped in, and their names recorded for 
this “bill of abominations”—this most execrable 
measure.of this exeerable Whig party! Whata 
figure they would cut hereafter, when they came to 
debate here and before this nation! They had tri- 
umphed, had they? The Whig party were de- 
feated, were they? When we shall at last have 
extorted the signature of the President of the 
United States, said Mr. M., toa bill which has 
been denounced by his clique as a high protective 
tariff, and the leading names of the Democratic 
party are recorded. in support of one of the great 
principles of the Whig party, call ye that.a vic- 
tory? 


He did not feel like a conquered man atall. If 
it gave repose to this country, Jet not the Whig 
party feel any apprehensions. The people had 
been. agitated long enough; it was their duty to do 
all they could, without yielding to any despotic 
pretensions on the part of the President of the 
United States. They had done it, and Mr. M. 
trusted that some new light from heaven, or from 
some other quarter, would break on the mind of 
the President of the United States; and that he 
would find at last that, when he leaned on the mi- 
nority of this House—when be trusted his pros- 
pects for a future elevation to the Democratic 
party—he was leaning on a staff which would most 
assuredly break under him; that when he saw from 
this measure that this Congress was doing all in 
their power to settle these great questions that had 
been disturbing this country for the last ten or 
twelve years, he might yet come back to the 
Whig party, and act on those great principles of 
truths, which were proclaimed all over the world, 
by the men who elected him; and whenever he 
was disposed to do that, Mr. M., for one, would 
meet him. Whenever he was disposed to give 
them a real United States Bank, Mr. M. would 
not be disposed to keep the country without that 
blessing, until the elevation of another Presiden- 
tial candidate, who should have the glory of sanc- 
tioning it. Until then—until the President yielded 
on these questions, where he and the Whig party 
differed— Mr. M. informed the gentleman from In- 
diana [Mr. Prorrit] that they would never yield 
to any fiscal project whatever. Revenue was a 
great conciliatory measure in this House. Demo- 
crats and Whigs, to be sure, had voted for it. It 
had passed by the almost entire vote ofthe Whig 
pariy—tbis morning, by the entire vote except one. 

There was no division between the Northern and 
Western Whigs—-none whatever. He testified it 
here, and should wherever he went, that‘he Whigs 
of the Norih—the tarif Whigs—had manifested a 
most glorious spirit of self-devotion during all these 
questions, growing out of the confusion into which 
they had been thrown by the last veto, and that 
this revenue bill was the result of the fair will of 
the Whig party fairly ascertained, and not forced 
on them by the avarice or cupidity of their North- 
ern friends, They would go before the country as 
a united party who had gone farto maintain the 
confidence of ths people in the Congress of the 
United States, and to restore prosperity to all the 
great interesis of the country. Indusiry and eredit 
would revive under their Iogislation. Where they 
had conquered, they had conquered mos: gloriously; 
where they had been conquered and defeated, they 
bad failed on account of ihe action of others. 

Mr. M., for one, should go back to his district 
assured that he should be approved; that ke could 
meet, in defence of this Congress and of his own 
aclion, all that migh! be sald against them; and 
could feel that they stood approved befere ibe 
evuntry; and if there was any measure which 
would stave off misfortunes from them, and keep 
power in tbeir hands, this was the very measure, 
and one wbich the American people would be found 
to rally around. 

Mr. ARNOLD obtained the floor at five min- 
utes before the expiration of the time ailotied to 
debate. 

Mr. A. ssid the honorable gentleman from Ken- 
tucky [Mr MAR HaLL] bad cavse personally to 


read out of the Whig party, he had himself tri- 
umphanily led the Whig pariy over, and amalga- 
mated them wiih the Tyler party; [laughter;] and 
now this difficulty, this jealousy, had arisen be- 
tween the gentlemanarom Indiana, (Mr. Prorrir,] 
who was formerly one of ‘the guard,” and the 
gentleman from Kentucky, as to which should 
lead this Tyler party. [Renewed laughter.} 

That was the state of parties herenow. Mr. A. 
thought, if the gentleman could have postponed his 
eulogy on this high protective tariff bill, without 
any other redeeming quality in it, until he had 
witnessed its operation fer two years, that it would. 
have been more discreet. Mr. A., although he 
was a tariff man, said that this was the most un- 
fortunate measure for the protective tarif system 
that had ever been enacted in these halls. It was 
not going to give the relief to the country its 
friends had boasted; it would not replenish the cof- 
fers of the treasury with tea and coffee (amounting 
to $3,000,000, which gave it the only appearance 
of a revenue bill) out. Ie would not repleaish the 
coffers of Government, and give relief to the treas- 
ury; but it putit in the power of the whole anti- 
tariff portion of the North, South, East, and West 
to come out hereafter and say, ‘ Look to your pro- 
teciive tariff bill_-what has it done? Has it re- 
lieved the country? No.” A tornado would be 
raised in the land, he feared, which would sweep 
the tariff from our statutes. 

Mr. A. had voted against this bill, because he 
considered it a question of liberty ; it wasa ques- 
tion of legislative independence. The fate of the 
nation was suspended on it. He had thought that 
they never could bring the President of the United 
States, who had violated his pledges so soon after 
his elevation to power, and the army of office-hold- 
ers, to their senses, unless they taught them the les- 
son which was taught in the good book—to fast and 
pray for two years. If the Whig Congress, who 
were to fight against execulive dictation and mis- 
rule, could swallow two vetoes, he would like to 
know where their independence could be found. 
His policy was to withhold supplies; they bad the 
power to do it; if not, the liberties of this country 
were gone. 

Mr. A.’s remarks were here terminated by the 
expiration of the time prescribed for debate, and 
the committee proceeded to vote. 

The question was taken on the amendment of 
Mr. Borts, and it was rejected. 

Mr. BOFTS moved to amend the bill by adding 
an additional section, providing that nothing con- 
tained in the Joan bill, or the actamendatery of the 
same, should be so construed as to authorize the 
issue of ceriificates of stock for debts now due, or 
to become due by the United Statec, in any other 
form than a bona fide loan to the Government, ac- 
cording to the original intention of that law. 

Mr. EVERETT moved to amend the amend 
ment, by limiting the minimum amount of cer:ifi- 
cates of loan to $500. 

Mr. BOTTS accepted the amendment as a mod- 
ification, 

And, by ayes 61, noes 67, the amendment, as 
modified, was rejected. 

Mr. POWELL moved a substitute for the bill, 
as follows: 


“Strike out after the enacting clause to the end of the Dill, 
andinsert: That the Secrctary of the Treasury be, and he is 
hereby, authorized to issue treasury notes tothe amount of six 
millions of doliars, or such part thereofas he may find expedi- 
ent, asa substitute fora like amount of the loan which has been 
authorized by law, ifin his opinion the public interest shal] be 
thereby promoted: Provided, That nothing herein contained 
shall be construed as justifying the payment ofthe public debts 
in treasury notes, or any other Government paper, when the 
same shall be below par in open market.” 


The amendment was rejected. 

And no further amendment having been offered, 
the committee, on motion of Mr. FILLMORE, 
roze and rep«rted the bill to ithe House. 

Mr. BOTTS renewed his amendment, rej-cted 
in Committee of the Whole, after having again 
modified it to read as follows: 


Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That nothing con- 
tained in the act authorizing the loan above referred to, 
and an act amendatory of the same, shall be so construed as to 
authorize the issue of certificates of stock for debts now due, or 
to become due, by the United States, for any other purpose than 
a bona fide ioan to the Government. according to the original 
intention of that law; and that no certificate for any loan shall 


triumph; and he might feel that, so far from being || be issued for a less sum than one hundred dollars. 


And Mr. B. moved the previous question; but, 
on a pledge of its renewal, withdrew it at the re~- 
quest of 

Mr. STANLY, who addressed the House ina 
speech of some length, 

in the course of his remarks, Mr. 8. spoke of a 
caucus which he said bad been heid by the mem- 
bers of the Democratic party, and referred to cera 
tain preceedings therein. 

Mr. SAUNDERS asked the favor of his col- 
league [Mr. Sranzy] to yield him the floor for a 
moment, with a view to an explanation, Mr. 8. 
said his colleague was mistaken in supposing that 
the preposition for the tariff of 1840 had been 
agreed to in a caucus er consultation amongst the 
Democrats. He (Mr. S.) had voted for tbe propo- 
sitien in the Judiciary Commitiee, to enable the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. C.J. Ineur- 
SOLL] to bring it before the House, without pledg- 
ing himself as to his ultimate vote. And, after this 
course, he had not expected to hear the South 
charged with “fanaticism,” as we had been by the 
gentleman, in his insolent letter, as published in 
the Gicbe, to bis constituents. If we of the South 
are fanatics, itisin our devotion to the Constitu- 
tion, and in the deferce of cur rights and of our 
property—-of which your tariff bili, as jast passed, 
is calculated to deprive and plunder us. But I 
forbear to say more, as I have just heard that the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania—for whom my rej 
marks were particularly intended—has left the city. 

The previous question having been seconded, 

The main question (first on the proposed amend- 
ment of Mr. Borrs, and then on ordering the bill 
to be engrossed for a third reading) was ordered to 
be now taken. , 

Mr. BOTTS asked the yeas and nays on his 
amendment, which were ordered; and being taken, 
resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Landaf W. Andrews, Ap- 
pleion, Arnold, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Barton, Birdseye, 
Black, Blair, Boardman, Botts, Brockway, Milton Brown, Jer- 
emiah Brown, William B. Campbell, ‘Thomas J, Campbell, 
Caruthers, Casey, Chittenden, John ©. Clark,James Cooper, 
Mark A. Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Cross, Garrett Davis, De- 
berry, John Edwards, Everett, Fillmore, A. L. Foster, Gam- 
ble, Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Patrick G. Goode, Graham, 
Granger, Green, Habersham, Hall, Halsted, Hudson, Joseph 
R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, Isaac D. Jones, John P. Kennedy, 
King, Linn, McKay, McKennan, Thomas F, Marshall, Samson 
Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maynard, Mitchell, Moore, Mor- 
row, Osborne, Owsley, Pearce, Pope, Powell, Ramsey, Alex: 
ander Randall, Randolph, Rayner, Ridgway, Rodney, Rogers, 
William Russel}, J. M. Russell, Saltonstall, Simonton, Truman 
Smith, Sprigg, Stanly, Stratton, John T. Stuart, Summers, 
Taliaferro, Joha B. Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, Jacob 
Thompson, Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, Trumbull, Usder- 
wood, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, Warten, Washington, Lid. 
ward D. White, thomas W. Williams, Joseph L, Williams, 
Yorke, and A. Young—}02, 

NA YS—Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, Bidlack, Boyd, Chas. 
Brown, Burke, Wiliam Ò. Butler, Green W. Culdwell, Pat- 
rick C. Caldwell, John Campbell, Cary. Coles, Cushing, Daniel, 
Richard D. Davis, Dawson, Ferris, John G Floyd, Gerry, 
Gilmer, W. O. Goode, Gordon, Hastings, Hays, Hubard, Wil- 
liam W. Irwin, Lewis, Littlefield, Abraham McClellan, Robert 
McClellan, Newhard, Oliver, Payne, Plumer, Preffit, Read, 


Reynolds, Riggs, Saunders, Shaw, Steenrod, Sumter, Turney, 
Watterson, Weller, and Wise—46, K 


So the amendment was agreed to. 

And the bill, as amended, was ordered to a third 
reading [at this time.] 

And having been read a third time by its title, 
and the question being, ‘Shall this bill pass? 

Mr. McKENNAN demanded the previcus ques- 
tion. 

And there was a second. 


And the main question was ordered to be now 
taken. 


Mr. RAYNER asked the yeas and nays thereon, 


which were ordered; and, being taken, resulted as 
follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alen, Sherlock J. Andrews, Applea 
ton, Arnold, Arrington, Atherton, Baker, Barton, Bidlack, 
Birdseye, Black, Boardman, Brockway, Aaron V. Brown, 
Burke, William O. Buter, Patrick C. Caldwell, Thomas J. 
Campbell, Cary. Casey, Coles, Mark A. Cooper, Cowen, Crans- 
ton, Cushing, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, Dawson, Deberry, 
John C. Edwards, Everett, Ferris, Fillmore, John G. Floyd, 
Gamble, Gerry, Gilmer, Patrick G. Goode, William O. Goode, 
Gordon, Granger, Habersham, Hall, Halsted, Hastings, Hays, 
Honston, Hubard, Hudson, Joseph R., Ingersoll, William W., 
Irwin, Cave Johnson, Joha W. Jones, Isaac D. Jones, John P. 
Kennedy, King, Lewis, Linn, Liwefield, Abraham McCiletlar, 
Robert McClellan, MeKay, McKennan, Thomas F. Marshall, 
Samson Mason, Mattocks, Medill, Mitchell, Moore, Morrow, 
Newhard, Oliver, Osborne, Parmenter, Payne, Plumer, Pope, 
Profit, Ramsey, Benjamin Rendall, Alexander Randal], Ran- 
doiph, Read, Reding, Rhett, Rideway, Riggs, Jumes M., Russell, 
Sationstall, Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, Sladé, Truman Smith, 
Stanly, Steenrud, Sumter, Taliaferro, Jacob Thompson, Toland, 
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Triplett, Turney, Underwood, Van Buren, Van Rensselaer, 
Washington, Watterson, Weller, Edward D. White, Thomas 
W. Wilhams, James W, Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Wise, 
and A. Young—1 15, 

NAYS—Messrs. Landaf W. Andrews, Aycrigg, Babcock, 
Blair, Botts, Milton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Wiliiam B, Camp- 
bell, Caruthers, Chittenden, John C. Clark, James Cooper, Gar- 
rett Davis, John Edwards, A. Lawrence Foster, Gentry, Goggin, 
Graham, Green, Mathiot, Maxwell, Maynard, Owsley, Powell, 
Rayner, Reynolds, Rodney, Rogers, Wm. Russell, Simonton, 
Sprigg, Stratton, John T. Stuart, Summers, John B Thompson, 
Richard W. Thompson, Tomlinson, and Warren—3s. 


So the bill, as amended, was passed. 
ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 

The resolution, adopted some days since, having 
been sent back from the Senate with an amend- 
ment, by which the adjournment is postponed until 
Wednesday next, at 2 o'clock, p. m, now came up 
in its order. 

Mr. BARNARD moved to postpone its con- 
sideration until to-morrow. 

Mr. CASEY moved the previous question. 

Mr. TILLINGELA®:T moved to lay the resolu- 
tion on the table; on which the yeas and nays were 
called, bat not ordered. 

Mr. McKENNAN wished the rule of the House 
to be read, as to the sending of bills to the President 
during the last three days of the session—[Cries of 
“No, no, no.”] 

The motion to lay on the table was negatived, 
and the House then concurred in the amendment 
of the Senate, by which Wednesday is fixed for the 
adjournment of Congress sine die. 

Various bilis, with amendments by the Senate, 
were then taken up. 

The amendment of the Senate to the bill for the 
relief of the legal representatives of William B. 
Cheever, was coneurred in. i 

The House also concurred in the Senate’s 
amendment to the bill in relation to the circuit 
courts of the United Siates for the State of Ken- 
tucky. 

The joint resolution to sthorize further experi- 
ments with Colt’s sub-marine battery, having been 
amended by the Senate, was referred to the Com- 
mittce of the Whole. 

The House took up the bill to regulate the ta- 
king of testimony in cases of contested election, 
which had been returned from the Senate with a 
number of amendments. ` 

Mr. BOTTS said a few words directed to the 
impolicy of the first amendment, giving notice 
that, if it were concurred in, he should move to lay 
the bill on the table. 

Mr. FILLMORE expressed concurrent views 
with Mr. Borrs as to the impolicy of that amend- 
ment; but wasof opinion that there were other 
provisions of the bill of too important a char- 
acter to allowof such a disposition being made 
of it. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina was also 
opposed to that amendment; and after a few re- 
marks, moved an amendment to it, the object of 
which was, he said, to make the operation of the 
section uniform and general in its operation: [1. e. 
by inserting the words “in accordance with the 
laws of such State.” 

Mr. WISE, who was not present when the bill 
passed the House, deaounced it in strong terms, on 
the score of unconstitulionality, and as having no 
binding force or effvet; and moved that it be laid 
on the table. 

Mr. FILLMORE (the House being very thin) 
moved that there be a call; which motion was 
agreed to. 

And the roll having been called, 129 members 
answered to their names. 

On motion of Mr. WELLER, all further proceed- 
ings in the call were dispensed with. 

The question recurring cn the motion of Mr. 
Wiss, that the biil be laid on the table— 

Mr. FILLMORE asked the yeas and nays, 
whicn were ordered; and, being taken, resulied as 
follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, Bidlack, Boyd, Aaron 
V. Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, Wiliam O. Butler, Green 
W, Caldwell, Cary, Casey, Coles, Mark A, Cooper, Cross, 
Cushing, Richard D. Davis, Dawson, Dean, John C. Edwards, 
John G. Floyd, Gerry, Gilmer, Goggin, William O. Goode, 
Tlays, Hopkins, Houston, Vioward, Hubard, Hunter, Cave 
Johnson, John W. Jones, Lewis, Littlefield, Abraham MeClet- 
lan, Robert McClellan, McKay, Thomas F. Marshall, Joka T. 
Mason, Medill, Parmenter, Payne, Piumer, Pope, Profit, 
Read, Reding, Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, Saunders, Shaw, 
Shields, Win. Smith, Sprigg, Stecurod, Sumter, Jacob Thomp- 


son, Turney, Van Buren, Watterson, Weller, James W. Wil- 
liams, and Wise—66. 

NAYS—Messis. Adams, Sherlock J. Andrews; Appleton, 
Arnold, Babcock, Barton, Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, Borden, 
Botts, Milton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Calhoun, John Camp- 
bell, William B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, 
Ch@tenden, John C. Clark, Cowen, Garrett Davis, Deberry, 
Everett, Fillmore, Gamble, Patrick G. Goode, Graham, Gran- 
ger, Green, Habersham, Hali, Halsted, Hudson, Joseph R. 
Ingersoll, Isaac D. Jones, John P. Kennedy, King, Linn, Sam- 
son Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Mitchell, 
Morris, Morrow, Osborne, Owsley, Ramsey, Benjamin Ran- 
dall, Alexander Randall, Randolph, Rayner, Ridgway, Rodney, 
William Russell, James M. Russell, Saltonstall, Shepperd, 
Simonton, Truman Smith, Stanly, Stratton, John T. Stuart, 
Summers, Taliaferro, John B. Thompson, R. W. Thompson, 
Tiilinghast, Toland, ‘Trumbull, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, 
Warren, Washington, Edward D. White, Thomas W. Wil- 
liams, Joseph L. White, and Yorke—80. 


So the bill was not laid on the table. 
And the question recurring on concurring in the 
first amendment of the Senate, as follows, to wit: 


“And provided further, (in substance,) That nothing in this 
section, or inthe act therein referred to, {the districting clause 
of the apportionment bill,] shali be held to extend to the 
election of any person who shall be chosen a Representa- 
tive to the 28th Congress in any State in which, by the laws of 
such State, the election for Representative to Congfess is re- 
quired to be made by general ticket} and where the election 
has been held, or may be held, before the regular session of her 
Legislature, according to the act entitled ‘An act providing for 
the apportionment of Represents among: the several 
States according to the sixth census;’ unless the Governor of 
any State shall, before the time appuinted hy law for holding 
such elections therein, by his proclamation, postpone the same 
until after the next meeting of the Legislature thereof”? 


Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina moved to 
strike out all afier the word “Stak,” ¿where it first 
occurs, and insert, “in conformity Wwith the laws 
of such State.” y 

Mr. C. had insuperable objections to the amend- 
ment of the Senate. It proposed to exempt per- 
sons claiming a seat in Congress, from some of 
the S:aies, from the operation of a law which all 
others were required to comply with. Georgia and 
New Hampshire, for example, both elect by gene- 
ral ticket; yet, under the operation of this amend- 
ment, persons elected from Georgia will be ad- 
mitted, while those elected from New Hampshire, 
under similar regulations, will be excluded. The 
amendment should either be rejected entirely, or 
so modified as to be made uniform in its opera- 
tion. The elections for Congress, as prescribed by 
pre-existing regulations in some of the States, 
coming on before the regular times of the meeting 
of their Legislatures, afforded an argument of con- 
venience why the operation of the second section 
of the apportionment law should be suspended; 
bathe objected to giving ita partial operation. If 
suspended as to part, it should be as to all. Some 
of the States, in which the elections, as now pre- 
seribed, come on before the regular sessions of the 
Legislatures, may elect by double or treble dis- 
tricts; yet the amendment of the Senate made no 
provision for such cases; and if they existed, mem- 
bers thus elected weuld be excluded, while such as 
were elected by general ticket would be admitted. 

Mr. C. felt most aaxious to promote harmony, 
and to avoid all danger of conflict wiih State au- 
thorities, even although satisfied that such conflicts 
cannot occur except under the influence of the 
most unreascnabie prejudice, anè the greatest mis- 
take as to the true character of their duties. To 
insure this desirable object, he had offered an 
amendment, which would suspend the operation of 
the districting clause cf the apportionment law 
uniil afier the next Congress had served out its 
term; relying, in the mean time, upon the intelli- 
gence of a patriotic people to rebuke that reckless 
spirit of party by which a measure so conservative 
of our institutions is threatened, and, by the expres- 
sion of their opinion at the ballot-box, to preserve 
it from the danger of repeal. It had been said that 
the friends of this measure were afraid to trust it 
on a second trial in the House. Tne amendment 
which he had offered would show that,so far as he 
was concerned, this was not the case. Gentlemen 
bad an opportunity of now deciding whether, ta- 
king all things into consideration, they would agree 
—not to repeal, but to suspend thelaw anti! afer the 
next Congress. That Congress, elected under the 
various sysiems adopted by diffrent Siate Legisla- 
tures, would have au opportanity of y Hg ib 
But fet the subject, ia all its bearings, be sud niited 
to the people; let it be carried to the beilot-box; let 
it be made a iest in the elections every where, and 
he feared not the result. 


In the event of the amendment which. he pro- 
posed being adopted, it would be left. entirely to 
the discretion of the State Legislatures to prescribe 
what regulations they may think proper for’ the 
congressional elections; and, as a respeciful argu- 
ment to them in favor of the single district system, 
he would read extracts from a letter which he had 


just written, in reply to one from a gentleman-of 
great distinction, residing in a Southern Siate, 
which has hitherto elecied by general ticket. : 

it may appear to gentlemen, ai first, that some 
of the positions taken in ibis letter address thi m- 
selves with more force to the South than to the 
North. But such is not the case. The United 
States is our common country; and the intelligent 
patriot, whether residing amidst thé snows of ‘ihe 
North, or the sands of the South, must equally 
deprecate the danger of an utter overthrow of the 
balance of power between its different sections in 
the National Legi: lature. 

Mr. C. then read the following extracts from his 
letter: 


“Whether, under existing circumstances, the single-district 
system is the best that can be adopted, or uoi, it appears to me. 
that all gentlemen of intelligence, whose opinions are uninflu: 
enced by prejudice, must admit tiat some action on the part of 
Congiess was pioper—lst. To restore uniformity in elections.” 
2d. To preserve the influence of the small States from the dan- 
ger of being overwhelmed in the universal adoption of the gen- 
eral ticket. 3d. To protect minorities throughout the Union. 
4th. To protect the minority section of the Union. 5th, To 
preserve the Democratic feature of the Government from anni- 

ilation. 

“The practical operation of the different systems that now 
prevail in the elections of different States, has been to destroy 
equality in representation in proportion to numbers; and, in 
this way, to assail the tundamental principles of our Govern. 
ment in the popùlar branch of its Legislature. ‘The great State 
of New York, for example, with her forty members in the 
present House of Representatives, is outvoled upon every ques- 
tion of importance by the little State of New Jersey, with six 
members, by a majority of three to one. Virginia, with her 
twenty-one members, is outvoted by the litte State of New 
Hampshire, having but five, alltold, Pennsylvania, with more 
than diner times the number of members, is outvoted by Geor- 

ja, &c. : i 

: “Some of my friends have loudly condemned me for having, 
as they say, through the agitation of this question, roused a 
sleeping lion; and, by showing the large States their real power, 
have produced a danger which did not before exist. But is it. 
possible to suppose that the glaring inequality which I have 
pointed at can long exist, when the States now electing by dis 
tricts could remove it at any time by the adoption of the gen- 
eral ticket? Indeed,in addition to the seven States now electing 
by general ticket, another’ (making eight) has prescribed that 
her election for the next Congress shall take place according to 
that system; and ia several of the other States—among them, 
the great State of Pennsylvania—the question was publicly agi- 
tated immediately before the passage of the districting clause of 
the apportionment law. However inapplicable to some of the 
large States the general ticket may be, the existing state of 
things, if permitted to continue, would compel them, in their 
own defence, to adopt it, The first example would be soon 
followed by all the rest. Members elected by general ticket 
would naturally be partial to chat system: and if Congress had 
not acted at this session, I doubt if the time would ever have oc- 
cnrred again, when it would have been possible to do so. The 
districting of any State is attended with more or less inconve- 
nience. Under anew apportionment, the temptation is strong 
with a Legislature to prescribe that the first clection shall be 
by general ticket. The election being held in this way, the sys- 
tem obtains advocates. The second election is also held by 
general ticket; and so the system becomes established, ‘Tis, 
you see, is a consilevation of convenience, operating in conjune- 
tion with the natural and proper desire to have as much mfu- 
ence as other States, in proportion to numbers, in the Louse of 
Representatives. 

“The violent opposition which this measure has encountered 
from Southern members of Congress, and Governors of some of 
the Southern States, bas been to me unaccountable, Whether 
elected as Whigs or Democrats—whetlrr elected by districts or 
by States—the members from the South present an unbroken 
phalanx upon certain great questions, thought to be essential to 
her prosperity. One of these questions-lo wit, a protective 
tarif—will always command a majority in almost every 
Northern and Western State. If elected by general ticket, the 
vote of these States would be overwhelming. fn each one of 
them, however, there are large minorities who think as we do. 
Electing by the district system, we are enabled to avail ours 
selves, toa considerable extent, of these minorities; and thus, 
in some measure, counteract that inequality ia pepulsiion 
which every census shows to be getting greater and greater 
against us. 

“We have hitherto looked to the Senate as the conservative 
body of our National Legisiature, But look at the map of the 
United Sates. Florida is the last card we have to throw. 
Wisconsin and Iowa will both be ready to come in as soon as 
she is. Look sili further west, beyond our organized Fer- 
ritories, and you will see an immense region, now ready for 


*As an evidence that one of the principal reasons of confer- 
ring on Congress a coutiolling power over the times, places, 
aud manner of elections, was to insure uniformity, I will, tot 
the present, refer only to the reply of Mr. Madison to an inquiry 
of Mr Monroe, in the Virginia convention that adoped the 
Constitution. Mr. Madison said: 

‘dt was found imp leio fi 
of the election of Rey 
found nec ry ta le 
place, te the 
the situation of the peop 
Government, in order lo produce ws 
own disselution.”” 


ihe time, piace, and manner 
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the axe of the pioneer, out of which, beforé fifty years has 
passed: away, a dozen non-siaveholding States may have their 
Senators in Congress. Suppose that a majority of each, or even 
of most of these States (not a very improbable supposition) 
should be disposed to enter into a crusade against our peculiar 
institution, as_ Mr. Adams calls it,-where would be our pro- 
tection with a Senate in which we are thus outnumbered, and 
a House of Representatives elected from each State by general 
ticket? We would have none. No, not even a shadow of pro- 
tection, excepta dissolution of the Union: 

“Independent, however, of all sectional considerations, that 
representation is certainly most congenial with liberty, which 
moat nearly reflects the lights and shades of political opinions 
entertained by the constituent body. By the general ticket, the 
voice of the minority in a State, let it approach ever so near an 
equality in number with the majority, is entirely suppressed. 
So much so, indeed, that they have not even the poor privilege 
of remonstrating against the passage of measures to which 
they are opposed, but must remain dumb under the most aggra- 
vated misrepresentation of their motives; and quiet, under the 
greatest injustice! If, in an appeal to the ballot-box, what was 
lately the minority becomes the majority, the tables are turn- 
ed; and the late majority, being now the minority, are subjected 
to the same evils that they, when in power, inflicted. Thus, 
the abovenamed abuses are shown to be inherent in the system, 
and cannot be eradicated while it remains. 

Phe single district system does not, it is true, insure the rep- 
resentation of minorities in proper. proportions; but it approxi- 
mates as near to the probability of such a result as any that 
can conveniently be adopted. 

“Many have already expressed a determination to treat the 
districting clause of the apportionment law as a dead letter, and, 
if they are returned to Congress, to vote for the admission of 
members, not elected according to its provisions; and by the 
vote of members thus admitted, to repeal it. If, however, it 
can sustain the first shock of party, combined with the very 
natural preference entertained for the general ticket where that 
system has prevailed, the States will all acquiesce, and it will 
become the law of the land. 


“To the South, where it now encounters, I believe, the great- 
est opposition, f regard its maintenance to be of the last import- 
ance. To the whole Union its maintenance is more important 
than the question of whether the Whig or Democratic doctrines 
shall prevail for a few years to come in the National Legisla- 
ture. The influence of the one is temporary, of the other per- 
manent,” . 

Indeed, sir, the subjects admit of no compari- 
son. It seems, from recent events, that the most 
unimportant of all considerations is the question 
whether we have members here who are nomi- 
nally Whigs or Democrats. If Whig votes are 
wanting to carry a high protective tariff, the defi- 
ciency is supplied by Democrats; and so far as the 
pablic lands are concerned, let who may rule in 
Congress, we are protected against their plunder as 
long as the present Chief Magistrate sits in the 
presidential chair, 

Mr. C. would now briefly reply to the argument 
of the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Wisz,] who 
says that “each House being, under the Constitu- 
tion, the judge of the elections, returns, and qualifi- 
cations of its members,” we have no right to pre- 
scribe rules of evidence to apply to the organization 
of a subsequent House, or to cases of contested 
elections that may come before it. 

Some believe that the House of Representatives 
is in the nature of a corporation, constantly exist- 
ing, without reference to the particular members 
who take part if its deliberations; and that the 
language of the Constitution prescribing that each 
House shall be the “judge of the elections, qualifi- 
cations, and return of its own members,” applies 
to each House of Congress, instead of to each 
House of each succeeding Congress. If this inter- 
pretation is correct, the argument of the gentleman 
has less plausibility than it would have if the 
language of the Constitution applies to each 
Flouse of each Congress. 

Mr. Č. admitted that he thought the last men- 
tioned interpretation most correct. But let us ex- 
amine the bill under consideration. What does 
it propose to do? Dees it propose that we shall 
judge of the “elections, returns, and qualifications” 
of members hereafter to be elected? Certainly net. 
Stch a proposition would involve an absurdity. 
It simply proposes to prescribe rules for the organ- 
ization of subsequent Congresses, and rales for 
the taking of testimeny in cases of contested elec. 
tions that may come before them for adjudication. 
Mr. C. would illustrate his position by an example, 
The Constitution prescribes “that the judicial 
power of the United States shall be vested in one 
Supreme Cour, and such inferior courts as Con- 
gress may, from time to time, ordain and estab- 
lish,” Yet, in prescribing rules of testimony. by 
which cases that come before these courts are judged 
of, Corgress does not decide upon the cases themselves, 
makes no encroachment upon the judicial fanc- 
tions, and is guilty of no usurpation. Can the 
gentleman draw the distinction? 

Not long after the organization of the Govern: 


ment, rules were prescribed by law for the taking ` 
of ‘testimony in eases of contested elections. The 
first of these owed their origin to Robert Gocdlce 
Harper, thea a member from North Carolina. 
For many years, no rules have existed, except such 
as have been prescribed by the various commitiges 
of election, and approved by the respective Houses 
of Congress, after the cases to be decided have 
arisen. Gentlemen all know the inconvenience, 
delay, and. indeed the injustice, that arise from this 
state of things.. Contesting members come on here, 
without a tittle of evidence in support of their 
claims, from the extreme parts of the Union. Rules 
for the taking of testimony are prescribed after the 
cases arise. They return to their distant States; 
are compelled to traverse extensive districts; and 
the long session of Congress is sometimes termi- 
nated before their cases are decided. A portion of 
the freemen of this country may, in the mean time, 
not be represented at all; or, what is worse, they 
may be misrepresented by a man whom they have 
not lawfully chosen. Do not such evils call loudly 
for a remedy? 


Mr. C. regarded that portion of the bill which 
related to the organization of the House (although 
far from the best that could be adopted) of great 
importance. It is in vain for gentlemen to say 
they will, if returned to the next Congress, resist 
it, if it becomes a law. They (the constitutional 
Representatives of a people, whose proud beast it 
is to live under a government of laws) certainly do 
not contemplate a resistance by violence. None 
other is practicable, until after the House is or- 
ganized. After the House is organized, Congress 
may repeal the law; but, until it is organized, the 
rules which its prescribes must of necessity have a 
controlling influence. 


The confusion and disorder which prevail in this 
hall, at the meeting of every new Congress, must 
admonish gentlemen of the necessity of prescribing 
for the organization of subsequent Congresses. 
When we assembled here, the Clerk of the former 
House—acting without authority of law, and only 
in accordance to custom—read, from a list which 
he held in his hand, the names of two hundred and 
forty-two gentlemen, which he had collected from 
newspaper paragraphs, hearsay, private letters, 
and such other means as happened to be within 
his reach. We answered to our names when 
called, proceeded to elect a Speaker, were sworn to 
support the Constitution, and became organized. 
Why did we submit to this loose method of organ- 
izwicn? Were we under any obligation cf law, or 
of the Constitation, to do so? No. But simply 
because there were no rules prescribed for our gov- 
ernment; and we submitted to this loose custom 
from necessity—silently protesting, at the same 
time, in cur judgments, against it. For the same 
reason, gentlemen elected to the next Congress will 
be compelled to submit to the provisions of this bill, 
if it become a law, so far as the organization of 
the House is concerned. 


Although Mr. C. defended both the constitution- 
ality and the propriety of passing a law to provide 
for the organization of future Houses, and for the 
taking of testimony in cases of contested elections, 
he did not expect to vote for the present bill. There 
were parts of it which he did not approve, that 
were now notamendable, For example, there is 
a provisicn in the bill which limits the time of com- 
mencing a contest to thirty days after the result of 
the election is known, We have no authority to 
deny a gentleman the right to prosecute his claim 
on this floor, whenever it may become known to 
him thatit exists. We have no authority to es'ab- 
lish a statute of limitations against the right of the 
people to eject a member, when they discover that 
he holds his seat by fraud, and is not traly their 
representative, 

Mr. BOTTS moved the previous question; which 
was seconded. ; 7 

The main question (on the amendments) was 
ordered to be now taken. 

The amendment of Mr. Jonn CAMPBELL was re- 
jected. 

And the question then being on concurring in 
the said first amendment of the Senate, 

Mr, COOPER cf Georgia asked the yeas and | 


nays thereon, which were ordered; and, being ta- 
ken, were—yeas 56, nays 92. 

So the amendment was non-coneurred in. 

Mr. WM. W.IRWIN moved that the bill and 
amendments be laid on the table, and asked the 
yeas and nays thereon, which were ordered; and, 
being taken, were—yeas 68, nays 81. 
` So the bill and amendments were not laid on the 
table. 

All the other amendments of the Senate were 
concurred in, with the exception of the second, in 
which the House refused to concur, 

Several Senate bills were put on their first and 
second reading, and were appropriately referred. 

The joint resolution from the Senate, authoriz- 
ing the suspension of a contract for carrying the 
mail, was read twice; and, by general consent, was 
read a third time, and passed. ` 

And tben the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Turspay, August 30, 1842. 

The reading of the journal was dispensed with. 

On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, ihe Com- 
mittee on Commerce was discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the subjects referred to it, 
which had not been already reported upon. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which had been recommitted the bill for the re- 
lief of Esther Johnson, the widow of Colonel Joe 
seph Jobnson, reported the sanfe back, with a rec- 
ommendstion that it be indefinitely postponed. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, the Senate took up 
for consideration, as in committee of the whole, the 
bill making appropriation for the execution of the 
Wyandot ‘treaty. 

Mr. E. explained that the bill appropriated 
$65,650, the exact amount that the treaty called 
for. It had been ratified at the present session, 
with amendments; which amendmenis, hz had no 
doubt, would be acceded to by the other party. Te 
was aware that it was not usual to make appro- 
priations in advanee, to ratify treaties; but as he 
had no doubt the treaty would be fully executed 
before the next session of Congress, he thought it 
better to make the appropriation now to meet it. 

Mr. E. then submitted two amendments: one ma- 
king an appropriation of $15,692 to meet certain 
Interests On investments in 8 ate stocks for the In» 
dians; and $15,000 to defray the expenses of the 
Sioux treaty; which, afier a few remarks by 
Messrs. EVANS and WOODBURY, were agreed 
to. 

Mr. EVANS said he had another amendment to 
offer, to meet an object that it was necessary to pro- 
vide for; and, as this would be the cnly opportuni- 
ty presented, he must ask to be permitted to ap- 
pend it to this bill. The amendment was read, It 
proposed to appropriate $100,000, in addition i0 
former appropriations, to defray the expenses of 
the supreme, circuit, and district courts of the 
United States, including the District of Columbia, 
for the pay of jurors, and to defray the expenses of 
the maintenance of suits by the United States. He 
said thal, at the commencement of the present ses- 
sion, the estimate presented to Congress was 
$475,000, to defray the expenses of the courts; but 
objection was made to that amount, and $100,000 
was stricken ont, against his protes'ations a) the 
time—only $375 000 being appropriaied. He was 
convinced a! the time that that amount was inade- 
quate, and that the wh: Je amount estimated for 
was necessary. Ofthe $375,000 appropriated, on. 
ly $45,000 remained to defray the expenses of the 
courts for the remainder of the year. He hoped, 
therefore, that there would be no objection to the 
appropriation. 

Messrs. CALHOUN and WOODBURY called 
the attention of the Senate to the enormous in- 
crease in the expenses of the judiciary department. 
The expenses in 1839 (they said) were only 8300,- 
060, and in 1840 only $345,600; but this year, if 
the amendment be acceded to, they would be with- 
ina fraction of half a million of dollars. The 
Senate would remember that the expenditures in 
this department formed the basis of one of the re- 
trenchment resolutions of the late Senator from 
Kentu: ky, [Mr. Clay.] That Senator urged the 
importance of retrenching these expenses; but, in- 
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stead of hearing of some project from the Commit- 
tee on Retrenchment to effect that object, here was 
a proposition to cover an increase of expendi- 
tures. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said the Committee on Re- 
trenchment bad. been busy withthe subject of re- 
trenchment, and would be prepared to make a par- 
tial report, before the close of the session, upòn the 
subject. He was impressed with the great impor- 
tance and propriety of largely curtailing the expenses 
of this department particularly, and hoped it would 
be effected at the next session of Congress. 

Mr. BERRIEN made some remaiks in favor of 
the amendment proposed. ‘ 

The amendment was agreed to; and the bil] was 
reported to the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading, as amended. k 


FORTIFICATION APPROPRIATION pith, 


The House bill making appropriations for cer 


tain fortifications of the United Siates for the year 
1842, was taken up as in committe of the whole. 

Mr. EVANS submitted an amendment appro- 
priating $30,000 for the purchase of Pea Patch 
Island in the Delaware river. 

Mr. CLAYTON hoped this amendment would 
not be adopted. For several sessions back, it had 
been introduced in this sneaking way at the heel of 
the session, as if its friends were ashamed of it. 
He should say that there was no time to diseuss 
or examiae the subject. He knew thathe mi-ht 
just as well address the trees in the public garden, 
as this body at the last day of the session, with a 
view of oblaining attention, or exciting the interest 
necessary to go fully into such a subject. He 
went into details to show the necessity and pro- 
priety of postponing the claim. 


Mr. EVANS believed, although the matter had 
so long been in agitation, it was never so near being 
settled as at present. This island was a point of 
great importance to the United States; and a great 
deal of the public money had been expended on 
the fortifications, There seemed to be no way 
of brimging the contest about the title to a close, 
but by compromise. The Secretary of War had 
made an agreement subject to the ratification of 
Congress. If Congress now acts on the subject, 
the claimants are bound by the agreement; if not, 
the whole matter of controversy will be opened up 
again, and may give infinite trouble before it can be 
brought as near a close as itis atpresent. He 
slated the details of the arbitration. 


Mr. BAYARD admitted that this was a very old 
claim, and that it was desirab‘e it should be setuled. 
But he contended that it was improper to intrust 
the arbitration to persons chosen wholly from a 
county deeply interested inthe issue, When the 
United States tock possession of the island, it was 
nothing but a wertbless mud-bank; and it never 
would have been woilh anything, had rot the 
United Staies expended $40,000 in embanking it, 
He did not know that he would so much object to 
the mode proposed, of settling the tide by arbitra- 
tion; but he hada decided obj: clion to the proposed 
mode of assessing the value. 


Mr. MILLER did not know that either New 
Jersey or Delaware bad any interest in this contest, 
except so far as related to jurisdiction—the matter 
of property being entirely a question between the 
United States and iie individual claimant He re- 
capitulated the proceedings hitherio bad on the 
subject. 3 

Mr. BAYARD replied. 

Mr. MILLER rejomed. 

_ Mr. EVANS requested no more time would be 
Jost in dicsssion. 

Mr, BUCHANAN protested against this war 
between Delaware and New Jersey. While they 
are disputing on pointy of honor, Philadelphia is 
left entirely undefended. The question is, whether 
they shal! go on with this paltry war, or Philadel- 
phia be protected, What is the proposition of the 
Secretary of War? Is there anyihing in it thai the 
most faxtidious stickler for points of bonor need 
cavil at? What signifies thissum of $30,000, or 
whether it be too much or too litte, in comparison 
wits the importance of protecting Philadelphia? 
If he had had half the perseverance of his friend 
the Senator from Arkansas, he would have siuck 


in this claim on every appropriation bill of the last 
seven years, Ps. 

Mr. BAYARD replicated—urging that Philadel- 
phia bad the protection of Fort Mifflin, of the newly- 
consiructed steamship batteries, and there would 
soon be the new plan of protecting harbors by sub- 
marine batteries. Philadelphia need not be afraid 
that, if any necessity arise for protecting her more 
efficiently, she will be neglec’ed. ‘ 

Mr. HUNTINGTON elucidated the subject, by 
a recapitulation of the history of the contest, as to 
the title and jurisdiction. 

Mr. “MILLER enumerated many reasons why 


. the United Gates should submit to a fair arbitra- 


tion, as intended, for the adjustment of a just claim 
of property. The title was first to be settled, and 


then the damages assessed; but not till the title 
F was quieted. 


Mr. CLAYTON predicated the right of Dela- 
ware on the original grant from the Dake of York. 
He pointed out to the Senator from New Jersey 
his misconception of the real question at issue. 

Mr. CALHOUN agreed with the Senator from 
Delaware, ‘hat this was no time to take up a sub- 
ject of such difficully. 

The yeas and nays were then called for and or- 
dered. 

The question on the adoption of the amendment 
was then taken, and resulted in the negative—yeas 
7, pays 27. 


Mr. SEVIER submitted an amendment, appro- 
priating $10,000 for continuing tbe works of Fort 
Towson, $10,000 for Fort Smith, and $20,000 for 
Fort Gibson. If gentlemen were willing to say the 
Western frontier should not be protected, let them 
sav so. Hecalled for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. EVANS hoped the Senator would not re- 
quire the yeas and nays; he was not opposed to 
the amendment. Those sums were small, and he 
was sure were necessary. He hoped they would 
be granted, 

Mr. PRESTON asked if the department con- 
curred in the necessity, 

Messrs. LINN and SEVIER explained. 

Mr. SEVIER withdrew his call for the yeas and 
nays. 

The amendment was adopted. 

The bill was reported back to the Senate; and 
the question being on concurring with the amend- 
menis, 

Mr. KING inquired on what principle this selee- 
tion of particular forts was made. It appeared 
that the list of the original bill was confined to four 
of the Northern States. He wished to know why 
the selection was thus made, and upon what 
grounds the specific sums were designated. 

Mr. EVANS said the estimate of the depart- 
ment was to the amount of one million of dollars 
Congress had cut it down to-a quarter of the sum, 
and had selecied those forts whieh would suffer 
most by delaying the appropriations. He hoped 
the bil] would be allowed to pass, as there was no 
hepe of being able to carry tne whole amount of 
apsropriations. 


third reading. 

The bill for carrying into effect the treaty with 
the Wyandot Ind-ans came up, and was read a 
third time; and, the questien beirg on lis pas: age, 

Mr. SEVIER boped his friend from Maine 
would allow his amendment in the’ Dilion case to 
be put in; it could he done by general eousent. 

Mr. EVANS had no objection, if his friend 
from Arkansas was willing to run the. risk of its 
being passed by the House. 

Mr. SEVIER said he would bow to the decision 
of the House. 

The amendment, by general consent, was made. 

Mr. PRESTON asked a like favor in relation to 
a necessity which bad jast arisen, He unders'ood 
by the messenger who kad jast returned from Mex- 
ico, that it was ascertained that the releasement 
and return heme of the Santa Fe pris-ners had cost 
a sum which probably it might require $5,000 to 
cover. He did not koow how far action could be 
taken on so loose an eslimate. But he theugat 
there could be no impropriety in making the appro- 
priation in this manner. 

Mr. KING suggested that it might be done ia 


Tae bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a | 


the House when the bill goes there; and some defi- 
nite estimate might be had from the department. 

Mr. EVANS approved of the suggestion made 
by the Senator from Alabama- s 

Mr: PRESTON would prefer that the matter 
might be acted upon now. 

Mr. WOODBURY said he felt raiher squeam- 
ish as to admitting the principle of making loose 
appropriations in this way. 

Mr. PRESTON particularized the greunds of his 
estimate, that $5,000 would cover the expenses. ~ 

Mr. WALKER hoped the expenditures on the 
same account of the late minister of the United’ 
Sates at Mexico would also be inclnded. While 
the publie press was teeming with calumny against 
that ofticer, he was expending his own means daily 
in mitigating the sufferings cf those persons, until 
he had aciually given out of his own pocket 
$1,000. 

Mr. PRESTON said that the sum might be- 
made $6,000, and the words “legation of the United 
Srates at Mexico” substituted for “minister at 
Mexico. 

Mr. TAPPAN said he was opposed to the whole 
thing. 

The amendment was then stated; and the CHAIR 
observed tha!, objection being made, the question 


‘would recur on the passage of the bill. 


The bill was then passed. 


Mr. PRESTON said he was entirely mistaken 
about the hill, He understood that, although the 
Senator from Ohio was opposed to the principle, he 
did not interpose his veto. 

Afier some conversation on the subject, the vote 
by which the bill was passed was reconsidered, 
and 

Mr. TAPPAN withdrew his objection. 

The bill was then passed. 

The fortification appropriation bill was also 
passed. 

On motion of Mr. KING, the bill for the relief 
of Hugh Stewart was taken up as in committee of 
the whole. 


Messrs. FULTON, WHITE, and ARCHER 
defended the claim; and Messrs. CALHOUN, 
BAYARD, and BATES opposed it. 

Mr. BAYARD moved to amend the bill, by re- 
ducing the claim from $6,662 25, to $1,000, 
and demanded the yeas zud nays on the amend- 
men!, which were ordered; and the question being 
put, it was decided in the negative—yeas 16, nays 


16 

Mr. CALHOUN moved to lay the bill on the 
table; and the question being put, it was deter- 
mined in the affrmative—ayes 16, noes 13, 

Mr. WALKER submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was read, and agreed lo. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be instructed to com- 
municate to the Senate, at the commencement ot the next ses. 
sion of Congress, a statement exhibiting the nature of the ob- 
structions in the bayou Manchac; when, and by whose anthor- 
ity, and for what purpose, said obstruction was made; and what 
would be the cost of removing the same, in opening the said 
bayou fur navigation, 

Mr. PRESTON, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, reporied back, withow! amendment, the 
bill from the House concerning the claims of the 
Florida militia; which, on motion of Mr. P., was 
taken up, and considered as in committee of the 
whole; and it finally passed*the Senate. 

THE DISPRANCHISE YENT BILL. 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the committee of confer- 
ence on the deagrecing voles between the two 
Houses, on the bill regulating the manner of ta- 
king testimony in eases of contested election, and 
for other purposes, reported that the conferees had 
agreéd upon, and recommended to their respective 
Houses, in liea of the first amendment of the Sen- 
ate to the bill, the adoption of the following : 

And provided further, That nothing in the preceding pro- 
viso of this section, por in the second section of the act therein 
referred to, shall be beld tv extend to the election of any person 
who shall be chosena Representative in the 28.b Congress, inany 
State heretofore electing more than one Representative, in which, 
by the laws of such State, the election for Representatives to 
Congress is now required to be made by genera ket, and 
where the Legislature of such State bag not been i 
the passing of the act entitled “An act for theapportionment of 
Representatives among the several States, according (a the 
sixth census,” approved 25th June, 1842; and shail not be be- 
fore the time now prescribed for holting such elec 
the Governor ofany such . before he Ume ay 
by law for holding such elece ia, by hiz pruclan 
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otherwise, postpone the same until afier the next meeting of 
the Legislature thereof. : 


They also recommend that the Senate recede 
from its second amendment; and that the words 
& to show,” in the 15th line, be stricken out; and 
the words, “as competent evidence for the pur- 
pose.of showing,” be iaseried in lieu thereof. 

:Mr. BERRIEN entered into an explanation to 
show the difference between the recommendations 
of the committee and the original amendments in 
dispute. 

Mr. WOODBURY made some remarks, showing 
that the bill, if amended as agreed upon by the 
committee of conference, would yet have the effect 
to disfranchise the S:ates in certain cases, and par- 
ticularly the States of New Hampshire and Ohio, 
under the circumsiances in which they are placed. 

The question was then taken on concurring in 
the repori of the committee of conference; and it 
was carried in the affirmative. 


On motion of Mr. MERRICK, the previous 
orders of the day were postponed, and the Senate 
took up the bill establishing additional post-routes, 
as in committee of the whole. 


Mr. MERRICK read a communication from the 
Post Office Department, showing that the bill, as 
passed by the House, created routes, the aggregate 
length of which amounted to, at jeast, 10,440 miles; 
that. the cost of putting the same in operation would 
(in ‘connexion with such routes in the bill, for 
which no correct estimale was yet formed) be, at 
least, $160,000; that the additional income to the 
department would not exceed $20,000; which 
would leave $80,000 of the expense to be provided 
for out of the present income of the department 
from other sources; and which could not be done 
without increasing its debt, or greatly reducing the 
mail facilti«s to other sections of the country. Mr. 
M..-said he {elt it his duty, under the circumstances, 
(though the committee had recommended several 
amendments,) to test the sense of the Senate on the 
bill, before proceeding to consider those amend- 
ments. He therefore moved the indefinite post- 
ponement of the bill. 


Messrs. KING, WALKER, LINN, BERRIEN, 
and MOREHEAD opposed this motion, contend- 
ing that many of the routes in the bill were abso- 
lutely necessary; and that whilst the old States in 
the East had routes running parallel to each other, 
and unnecessary, the South and Southwest were 
deprived of facilities indispemably necex<ary. 
They were in favor of the bill, though the Post- 
master General, in his. ci-cretion, might find it 
necessary to discontinue some cf the oid routes. 

The question on the indefinite postponement was 
put, and decided in the negative, 


The amendments recommended by the Commit- 
tee on the Pist Cflice and Post Roads were then 
considered. That proposing to disccntinue certain 
routes in the District of Columbia—being these to 
the Columbian College, near Washington, and the 
Theological Institution, near Alexandria—was de- 
bated at some length, and finally agreed to—yeas 
21, nays 10. 

The other amendments of the commiltee were 
then agreed to. 


Messrs. ALLEN, WALKER, CONRAD, GRA- 
HAM, LINN, BAGBY, and WOODBURY sever- 
ally proposed amegdments creating new routes, 
which were agreed to. 

Mr. PRESTON proposed to extend to the Presi- 
dent pro tem. the same franking privileges which 
usually beleng 'o the Vice President, and 

Mr. SEVIER moved to amend tLat amendment 
by extending it also to ex-Vice Presidents, l 

After some epposiion by Mr. KING to extend- 
ing the privilege to ihe President pro tem., (which, 
he said, was unusual, and had not been extended 
to Mr. Crawford, who filled the Chair as President 
pro tem for more than three years)— 

Mr. PRESTON withdrew the proposiiion to 
amend the bill. 

The bil! was then reported to the Senate, and or- 
dered to be engrossed as amended, 

On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON the pre- 
vious orders of the day were postponed, and the 
bill from the House to ex'end the sollecrion dis- 
tric of Wiscasset was considered, as in commitiee 
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of the whole, reported to the Senate, read the third 
time, and passed. - 


REORGANIZATION OF THE NAVY DE- 
* PARTMENT. 


Mr. BAYARD, from the Committee en Naval 
Affairs, to which had been referred the bill reor- 
ganizing the Navy Department, as amended by the 
House, reported that the committee had instructed 
him to recommend that the Senate concur in all 
the amendmenis of the House, except the one 
consolidating three of the bureaus into one, to be 
cailed the “bureau of construction, of equipment, 
and repairs.” He said that the committee was not 
opposed to consolidating the bureaus, bat thought 
it unnecessary and improper to place at the head 
of the bureau alluded to a naval constructor. 
They, therefore, for the purpose of having the 
words “a naval constructor” stricken from the 
amendment of the House, propose that the amend- 
ment embracing those words be disagreed to, and 
that a committee of conference be appointed to 
effect that object, 

The amendments were agreed to, as recom- 
mended by the committer; and a committee of 
ecnference, to consist of three, was appointed by 
the Chair. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, the message from 
the House, asking for the suspensicn of the 16h 
joint rule, for the purpose cf admitting a bill 
passed by the House, repealing the act of July, 
1842, authorizing a patent to issue to the heirs and 
assignees of Bartholomew Pellerin, was taken up; 
and the question was put on suspending the rule, 
and carried in the affirmative. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, the Senate agreed 
to take a recess till 52 oclcek, p. m. 

The Senate reassembled at half past five o’clock, 
and immediately proceeded to the cousideration of 
executive bu-mess, and spent the remainder of the 
day thereon. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuxspay, August 30, 1842, 


Mr. CALHOUN asked leave to offer the follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War furnish to this House, 
at the beginning of the next session, a statement setting forth 
the number of private establishments at which fire arms are 
manufactured for the Government, where situated, and at what 
prices the contracts have been taken for the last ten years, up 
to the present time; the number of arms annually fabricated 
within that period, and the annual cost. That he also furnish 
a statement of the amount in number and value of the fire- 
arms in deposite at the various arsenals and depots; the number 
of men employed at each during the last two ye: 
ber and grade of officers stailoned there, and the amaunt of 
money disbursed at each within the same period annually. 

Andresolved further, That there be annexed annually here- 
after, to the army register, an accurate schedule of the pay and 
emoluments, with the commutation value thereof, to which the 
various officers of the army of each grade are entitled. 


Mr. ARNOLD said he had no objection to the 
resolution itself; but he objected to its reception 
while there was not a quorum present. 

Mr. ADAMS moved a eall of the House; which 
was carried; and the roll having been called, it 
was found that 119 members were present. 

The absentees were then called, and there ap- 
peared to be 138 present. 

On motion by Mr. WELLER, all further pro- 
ceedings under the call were dispensed with; and 

Mr. Catucun’s resolution being again read, it 
was adopted, 

Mz. J. R. INGERSOLL said thet the Senate 
had made an appropriation out of their contingent 
fund, for an exira allowance to the officers of their 
Housc; and as ours (said Mr. R ) are as much en- 
tiled to onr regard and consideration as theirs, 
1 offer a resolution. 

The resolution, which was then read, proposed to 
appropriaie out of the contingent fund of the 
House, the same extra allowance to each of the 
clerks, pages, and messengers, as was made at the 
end cf ihe long session of the last Congress, and 
was precisely, Mr. R. said, the resolution passed 
by the Senate. 

Mr. CAYE JOHNSON wished to remind the 
gentleman from Pennsy!vania that the jaw was 
directly against bis resolution; and thatif the Sen- 
ate chose to trample the law under fcot, that was 
no reason why the House sheuld follow the ex- 
ample. He protested against it. 


the num. 


Mr. INGERSOLL moved to suspend the rules; 
and the yeas agd nays being ordered, the result 
was yeas 61, nays 64. So the rules were not sus- 
pended. 

Mr. WISE moved that the House resolve itself 
into Commiltee of the Whole on the state of the 
Unioa. 

Mr. ADAMS moved that the House take up the 
report of the select committee on the President’s 
exposition of his reasons for signing the apportion- 
ment bill. 

The SPEAKER called the attention of the House 
to the message of the Senate, insisting on their Ist 
and 2d amendments to the bill providing for ta- 
king testimony in contested elections, and stating 
that they had appointed a committee of conference 
on their part. 

Mr. WISE said he would assent to the taking 
np and disposing of this message, provided the 
question would be next taken on his motion to g0 
into Committee of the Whole. 

The SPEAKER replied that the gentleman’s mo- 
tion would be the-next thing in order. 

The message of the Senate was then taken up 
and read. 

Mr. HALSTED moved that House do insist on 
its disagreementto the Senate’s amendments: Car- 
ried. 

Mr HALSTED moved that a committee of con- 
ference be appointed: agreed to. 

Mr. ADAMS again repeated his motion to take 
up the report of the select committee on the Pres- 
ident’s reasons for signing the apportionment bill. 

The SPEAKER said that the gentleman’s mo- 
tion was not in order. 

Mr. ADAMS, [much excited.} I move fora 
suspension of the rales. 

The SPEAKER, replied that the motion to go 
into Committee of the Whole was, of itself, in the 
nature of a suspexsivn of the rules. 

Mr. ADAMS. / Then I bope the motion will not 
bé carried. l 


REORGANIZATION OF THE NAVY DE- 

k ý PARTMENT. 

The House;resoived itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. J. R. IN- 
GERSOLL in dhe chair) and took up the bill for the 
reorganjzasion of the Navy Department, 

Mr. KING (who had the floor) addressed the 
committeé during the hour allotted him, in explana- 
tion aud support of the bill; but there was so much. 
conversation and disorder prevailing, that it was 
impossible to get a correct report of bis remarks, 
When first heard, he was going on to show that all 
the improvidence, waste, and extravagance, that 
had been charged against the Navy Department, 
was owing principally to the want of an efficient 
organization; the insufficiency of the clerical force 
emp.o; ed; 4nd, above ail, to the practice under the 
law of 1837, of making transfers of appropria- 
tons from one head of expenditure to another. By 
the provise in the Ist section of the act of 1840, 
the simple application of the Secretary of the Navy 
tothe President, was sufficient to authorize the 
transfer of any appropriation from the specific object 
for which it was made to another and entirely dif- 
ferent object. This amounted to nothing less than 
the amalgamating of ail the appropriations into 
one, and enabling the Secretary and toe Board of 
Navy Ccmmissioners to expend the public money 
as they pieased, It had entirely done away with 
and obliteraied—in tbis depariment of the Govern-. 
ment, al leasi—the wholesome and popular principle 
of specific appropriations, so indispensable to se- 
cure a proper accountability and economical ex- 
pendilure of the public money. Every year (said 
Mr. K ) when wehave made appropriations fer 
the navy, or any branch of- ihe naval service, we 
have had long bills of particulars; for instance—so 
much for .naterialy; so much for repairs; so much 
fer provisions and stores, &c. &e. Bat ail this bad 
been a mere humbug... We might as wel! (said 
Mr. K.) have appropriated the gross sum of nine 
millions at once, and lett it to the discretion of the 
Navy Department how it was to be applied. 

in consegeence of this practice of making traps- 
fers of appropriations from one object to anotier, 
ho proper returns were madc: accurate accounis 
could uot be kept; and it was impossible to asser” 


tain tbe amount of expenditure on any one object; 
and it would have been wonderful indeed if great 
waste and extravagance bad net been found to 
prevail in too many instances. And to show the 
the extent to which it bad been carried, he begged 
leave to refer to a series of articles published over 
the signature of Harry Bluff, in one of the best 
literary papers in Virginia—with which, doubtless, 
many gentlemen present were familiar. Among 
the instances of waste and extravagance brought to 


notice in these papers, it was sated that the repairs | 


of the frigate United States, afier a cruise of three 
years, had amounted to $125 000 and upwards; 
and again, this same frigate was placed under re- 
pairs a short time afterwards, at a cost of $75,600 
more. 

Mr. K. referred to the following extract from the 
“Lucky Bag,” by “Harry Blufi:” 


‘Tr has heen said that ships are repaired at more than their 
original cost. I have it from good authority that one of our 
sloops-of-war, which cost originally $85,000, was repaired at a 
cost of $120,000. And, after all this expense, she would hardly 
be worth, for the purposes of war, the salt contained in the 
water which she displaces. Dull beyond measure, she could 
neither come up with an inferior, nor escape from a superior 
force, The original cost of the schooner Shark was $22,000; 
and, when last repaired, her repairs alone cost $46,000. In 
proving that the system is a ruinous one, I am willing that the 
abuve facts may be set aside as ‘hearsay’ evidence; and that the 
proof should rest upon the testimony of the expenditure books 
themselves—a very few extracts from which have found their 
way inte the ‘Lucky Bag.’ By such testimony, then, partial as 
it is, let the system be tried. I challenge contradiction to the 
evidence fnrnished by the following statements: 

Repairs of the frigate United States, in April, 1832: 
Materials -~ - . . - = $131,281 78 
Labor and stores not ascertained. 

1n December, 1834, after aa interval of only thirty-two months, 
this frigate was again under repairs. 
Materials - : - 
Labor not ascertained (probably) - - 

Stores - . $ + . y 


; d a 852210 10 
50.000 00 
23,285 00 


This frigate was again under repairs in 1839. After having 
been repaired this last time, at a cost of $75,000 or $100,000, she 
was found to be rotten, and is now lying at Norfolk, unfit for sea. 

The cost of building a forty-four gun ship was reported by 
Mr. Secretary, Crowninshield to the 14th Congress, in 1816, to 
be $153,475. The repairs put upon this forty-four gun ship, in 
the course of soven years, amount to rore than twice that sum. 

Repairs of frigate Brandywine, in 1834: 

# Sree T a 7 + 969,836 08 


Materials . 


Labor - : . . . - 31,636 48 
Stores not ascertained, — 
101,472 56 
Repairs of the sloop Natchez, in 1835: 
ar a a a : = $31,653 00 
Labor - - . - - - 27,830 00 
Stores not ascertained. care. 


59.483 00 


The rule among merchant ship-builders is, that, on account 
of whatthey call “lead labor,’ the cost of labor compa red with 
materials is much greater in alarge ship than a smal! one; the 
scaffolding for a large ship is much higher, aud the timber much 
heavior—therefore, more labor is required to hoist it up,as well 
as tohandleit. fut observe how completely this very obvious 
rule is reversed in the vases of the Brandywine and Natchez, 
The former is more than double the tonnage of the latter; 
and while there are $39,000 difference in the cost of materials, 
there are but listie more than $3,000 difference in the price of 
the labor. i 

Refor to statements already made, as authentic as the forego- 
ing, and derived from the same source, Concerning the repairs 
of the Pitot and Active, and of the Falmoath and St. Louis. 

The Ohio. 80 guns, repaired at New York prior to wip to Bos- 
ton in 1838-39, (Limbers not touched:) 


Materials - - . - $219,637 31 
Labor - - - . . - 193,970 20 
Stores not known. 

Repairs at Boston ` ` - - 101,000 00 
Stores not known. 

Repuirs after return from Boston = + - 79,371 00 
Siores do. do. do, - - 27,377 00 


By? 


Total, as far as ascertained - - 


These and other items, which Mr. K. would not 
trouble the committee to refer to, were sufficient to 
show that no body of men wouid be presumed to 
make such a waste of the public money, if there 
bad been any accountability or respensibility in the 
expenditures. 

Then there were various items of expendi- 
ture, with which he would not trouble the House; 
but it was sufficient to show tbat no body 
of men would have commited such a waste 
of the pnbiic money, if ihere had been any 
accountability, or any resronsibility, for the ex- 
penditures. Mr. K. next referred to the cost of 


ronatruciing our public ships, and drew a parallel . 


between the expenditures for that purpose in Eng 
land and in this country. Now, by the regalatious 
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of Great Britain, the cost of building their 74 gun 
ships was fixed at $348 495; while the varicus 
statements before him went to show that none of 
our ships of the line had ever been built for any- 
thing like tbat sum. The cost of constructing our 
public vessels had been vastly greater than that fixed 
by the regulations of Great Britain; but the princi- 
pal waste of the public money ia the naval service 
had been in the frequent and unnecessary repairs 
of our ships of war. For instance: when a ship re- 
turns from a cruise, she is dismantied and placed 
in dock, where she is allowed to go to decay; so 
that, in the course of three or four years, it costs 
more lo repair her than to build 2 new ship. A 
different course was pursued in the Bvitish navy: 
there, when a ship returned home, she was imme- 
diately examined by the naval constructor, andaa! 
the repairs necessary to make he aworh raie 
7 . 

placed on her at once. If she way net intended for 
sea-service, she was dismantled, and all her arma- 
ment, rigging, and stores of every description, 
placed in the public stores for preservation. In 
addition to this, an officer, with a sufficient pum- 
ber of men, was placed oa board or her, to pre- 
serve her from decay. Our course was the reverse 
of all this; for, after our ships returned from a 
cruise, they were placed in dock, without any 
means being taken for their preservation. Mr. K. 
next went on to refer to the creation of the Navy 
Board in 1815, on whom ail the ministerial duties 
of the department were imposed by the act creating 
it. That board was required to purchase a!l the 
provisions and stores; all the materials for the con- 
struction, equipment, and repairs of the public ves- 
sels; to superintend their fitting out, and their sail- 
ing. And to conduct all these various branches of 
the naval service, they were allowed the ser- 
vices of only some half a dizen clerks. They, 
however, in consequence of having- the mode 
of expenditure without system or accountability, 
to which he had referred, were enabled to carry 
on the business of the department up to this 
time, though they never could have shown, at any 
one time, a correct account of the amount expend- 
ed under any one head of expenditure, S.range as 
it might appear to be, it was notin the power of 
this Navy Board to give a correct account of the 
cost of building, equipment, or sailing of any one 
of our ships of war; so entirely mixed up had the 
differen! appropriations been, ia consequence of the 
practice of transferring them from one head of ex- 
penditure to another. To show how this sstem 
had worked, Mr K referred to a case at the navy- 
yard at Breoklyn, New York, in which, fur articles 
purchased by the navy agent ala cost to the Gov- 
ernment of $29,000, it was ascertained, upon in- 
vestigation, that only $14 000 had been expended 

He did not say the navy agent, bul somebody had 
by this affair po: kete | $15 000 of the public mon- 
ey. Another case of the same kind had occurred 
at Norfolk; upon which an investigation was kad, 
and it was ascertained that tbe navy agent had 
emb-zzled $60.000 of the public money. 


Mr. MALLORY thought the gentleman was 
mistaken. He presumed ihat he referred to the 
case «f Miles King, whose accounts were stil! un- 
settled, and who contended that there was but a 
small emount due the Government, 

Mr. KING said that he only referred to the 
statements he had received from the Navy De- 
partment, and he had mentioned these cases sim- 
ply for the purpose of showing that the mode of con- 
ducting the exrenditures of the service was such, 
that under it any man, so disposed, could embez- 
zle the public money intrusted to bim. 

He did not intend to implicate the navy agents; 
but he would observe that they were auihorized to 
make open contracts for supplies, or to allow other 
persons to do it for them, by which means the 
grossest abuses may be prdctised. 

Mr. MALLORY made some remark disrenting 
from this; which was not exacily under.tood. 

Mr. KING said that this fact had bren stated to 
hin by more than one officer of the navy. upon 
authority which he could not doubt. Mr. K. gave 
way to 

Mr. ADAMS, who called for the reading of the 
ect, authorizing transfers of apprepriations from 
one head of expenditure to another; and that pro- 


vision of the act was read by the Clerk as fol- 
fows: ; ; 

“Sec. 5. And beit further enacted, That whenever, in the 
opinion of the Secretary of the Navy, itshajl be conducive to the 
public interest to use any article of provisicns, materials, or 
other stores, fora different appropriation from that under which 
they may have been purchased for the aval service, it shall be 
lawful for him to authorize such use, and it shall be his duty to 
certify to the Secretary of the Treasury the value or cost of the 
articles thus used; and the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby 
authorized and required to cause the proper officers of the 
Treasury to transfer the amount of such cost or value upon the 
books of the Treasury from the appropriation for which the ar- 
ticles may have been used to the appropriation from which 
they may have been or may be taken, s) that the actual expen- 
diture under each may be accurately shown,” 


Mr. KING observed that the general law upon 
that subject, applied to all the deparimenis of the 
Gayernment, as did also ihe law of 1809, to which 

$ would refer the gentleman, He attributed most 
the wast and txtravagance that had been prac- 
ised in the expenditure of the pubbe money to 
this mode of disbursement by appropriations, and 
the fact that the transfer of appropiiations from 
one head of expenditure to another was author- 
ized by law. In this way, the appropriations 
became so amalgamated together, that no one 
could tell how the money was applied. There 
might be no blame attached to any person; if you 
have the most correct and farhful set of officers 
on earth, yet, under the presentsystem, it would he 
impossible to practise economy, and impossible for 
the Secrteary of the Navy to get proper returns 
of the moneys expended. Impressed with the dis- 
advantages attending the present system, Secretary 
Southard, the present Secretary, and the late Sea. 
retary (Mr. Badger) had all recommended to Con- 
gress the reorganization of the department, in order 
to obiain a proper accountability in the expendi- 
tureof the public money, which it was found to 
be utterly impossible to arrive at by any other 
means, : 

In order to show how reasonable had been the 
complaints of the Secretaries of the Navy, of the 
want of a proper organization of the department, 
and how necessary were the measures proposed 
by them fer that object, and what wouid be the 
effect of such a reorganization, he would refer the 
House to the results produced in the army, by a re- 


‘organization of the War Department. Up to 1819, 


the disbursements were made for the army, as 
thev bad been for the navy, by appropriations. In 
1817, Mr. Calhoun went into the War Depart- 
ment, and, soon discovering the wasteful mode of 
disbursing the public money, preposed several laws, 
which were passed. directing the reorganization of 
the department. The reorganization commenced 
in 1819, and was fuliy effected in 1822. In the 
year 1822 Mr. Calhoun made a report, which 
would be found in H..dces. 1822 and 1823, at 
page 25, in which were to be found detailed state» 
ments, showing the siving'that had been effected 
in the various branches of the department. By 
this statement, it appeared that in the armories a 
saving had been made of $1 25, on the cost of 
each musket manufactured curing the past year; 
and upon the aggregate amouat of that arm, ther 
was a total saving of $41,000 No report was 
made showing the saving on the manntasiure of 
cannon and other arms, besides muskets; but it 
was fair to presume that it was in properiion. 
ln the medical department, the Surgeon .Gen- 
erai’s report showed a reduction in the amount 
of expenditure for medicine, from $7 per man 
down to @2 50; that the mode cf purcka- 
sing had been +uch as to reduce the cest of 
medicine suppli s to such an ex ent as to make a 
saving in that branch of the service of $27,000 in 
one year. in the Commissary General’s report, 
ihere was shown a saving of $785 000 in one year, 
in consequence of the mede ct meking purchases, 
and of making the contractors accountable, by not 
paying for the arheles contracted for ull they were 
actually delivered. In the Quartermaster Gen- 
eral’s department there was asaving of over $108, 
784, in consequence of its improved adminisura- 
tion, and the accountability it enfereed. In shert, 
Mr. K. showed, from these docoments, that there 
was an aggregate saving to the War Department, 
in its four diferent branches, of $942,395 32ria ` 
consequence of the ercer, sys and accountas~ 
bility introduced by is reorganization. New, if 
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` there was so great a saving effected in the army, 
where there was then 6000 rank and file, what 
migiit not be expected to be the case in the navy, 
where the personnel was as large, and where, in ad- 
dition, there was a number of: ships, with the cost 
of their construction and repairs, 


Mr. K. next referred to the Navy Board, and 
the improper construction. of the ships that had 
been built- ender their direction, with the improper 
mode of applying the public money disbursed. by 
them. . [Some gentlemen here asked what was the 
cost of building ships of ‘the line in England, and 
the cost in this country?] He had stated before 
that 348,000 and odd dollars was the cost of build- 
ing ships in Eegiand rating from 70 to 80 guns. 
Our ships of the line, it was estimated, cost abgut 


halfa million; but he had no idea that gheir actualy | 


cost had ever been ascertained, fôr there had been 
no regular returns made of them whatever. He 
had been informed that it would be uverly impos- 
sible for the department, with al! its force, to meet 
the resolution of the honorable gentleman from 
Tennessee, [Mr. Jounsun;] that, unless the reor- 
ganization of the department was made, and a 
greater clerical force placed at their disposal, the 
information required by that resolution could not 
be obtained. Now, he was in favor of that resolu- 
tion, and thought the information required by it 
would be useful. But of what effect wouid its 
adoption be, unless the department was furnished 
with a sufficient clerical foree to enable it to an- 
swer it? 

Mr. K. then went into an explanation of the de- 
tails of the bill. It was proposed, he said, to’ re- 
peal the law creating the Board of Navy Commis- 
Sioners, and to divide the force which it was pro- 
‘posed to give the department, into seven bureaus, 
each bureau to be responsible for that branch of 
the service intrusted to its care. The number of 
these bureaus had been objected to by some gen- 

. temen; but he begged leave to remind them of the 
fact, that all the persons proposed to be employed 
as heads of these bureaus were already in the pub- 
lic service, There was now at Norfolk, as head of 
the Ordnance Department, a captain in the service; 
and it was proposed to place him at the head of 
the Bureau of Ordnance. A post-captain now in 
service, would be placed at the head of the Bureau 
of Navy Yards and Docks, The Provision Bu- 
reau it was proposed to place under the direction 
of one of the pursers. The Bureau of Medi- 
cine and Surgery was to be under one of the 
surgeons of the navy. The Bureau of Con- 
struction and Repairs would be under the 
direction of the chief naval constructor. The 
rest would be under the captains now in the 
service. All these officers were now in the employ 
of the Government, at precisely the same salaries 
as were fixed by this bill. There could, therefore, 
be no valit objection to the number of the bureaus. 
The question to be considered by this committee 
was, whether, in the elerical force, the number of 
persons to be employed was too great. On that 
Subject, he bad only to say that the House had ent 
down the number almost one-half below that pro- 
vided in the bill of the Senate, which was even 
less than that required by the Secretary of the 
Navy. He would, however, ask gentlemen who 
objected to the amount of this clerical foree, if they 
had any information which would warrant them in 
saying that it was too large. If they had not, he 
submitted to them how they could ask this commit- 
tee to reduce it. He would ask the honorable gen- 
tleman from Iinois—who, he regretted to see, was 
opposed to this bill--if he had any information to 
give on the subject. The Secretary of the Navy 
ought to be consi: ered as possessing more correct 
information on this subject than any other indi- 
vidual; and his recommendations, therefore, ought 
to have their due weight: and some reliance ought 
to be placed on the epinions of the committee of 
the Senate. The bill of that committee proposed 
forty-four personx—including heads of bureaus 
and clerks; bat the House bil! struaek the nnmber 
down to thirty-five—not because, in the judgement 
of the committee, it was wise to do so; butit was 
dene in order to meet the views of the great econ- 
omists of the body. It was done, not because they 
were not perfectly satisfied that the namber pro- 


posed by the- bill of the Senate was necessary to 
place the department cna proper footing; bat be- 
cause they were apprehensive of losing the bill in 
the House, if they did not make a considerabie re- 
duction, 

Now, the whole increase proposed by the bill of 
the House over that now employed in the depart- 
ment was 18; the Senate had proposed 26. Gen- 
tlemen mighi say ihat this was a very great in- 
crease; but he would ask them if they had any in- 
formation to show that it. went beyond the amount 
the public service required. If they had not, it 
seemed to him that they were very much at faalt 
for arguments to use against the measure. In or- 
der to place the condition of the department in a 
stronger light, Mr. K. begged leave to call the at- 
tegien of the c mujse- to the condition of the 
otegdepartmt 3; ¿A comparison of these with 
the Navy Depariment would be sufficient to show 
how greatly it had been neglected. In 1820, the 
expenses of the Treasury Department were $218,- 
600; the expenses f the War Department (before 
the reorganization) were $53,610; the expenses of 
the Navy Department, $35,270; and the expenses 
of the Posi Office Department, $32,360. Well, in 
1840, the expenses of the Treasury Deparment 
had risen to $313,150; the War Department, though 
the reorganization of which had effected a vast 
saving in the army, the expenses had cone up to 
from $53,000, and upwards, to $107,529; but the 
expenses of the navy had increased but two thou- 
sand and odd dollars, notwithstanding the increase 
of the navy. 

To save trouble, Mr. K. said he would throw 
this statement into another form: 


1820. 1840. Increase, 

Treasury Department + 218600 313,150 94,550 

War Department - - 53,610 107,529 53.919 

Navy Department - - 35,270 38,200 2,930 
General Post Ofhce Depart- 

ment - - - 32,360 146,000 113,640 


The average increase in the annual expenses of 
these departments in twenty years, has been: 


Treasury - . - - - $4,727 50 
War à - . - - . 2,199 99 
Navy - ` - x . . 146 50 
General Post Office - : - . 5,682 60 


Mr. K. here continued his calculations, draw- 
ing a parallel between the expenditures of the 
navy and the other departments of the Gov- 
ernment, for the purpose of showing bow much the 
Navy Depariment had been neglected. It seemed 
to bave been supposed, because the Board of 
Navy Commissioners was established, with a force 
of some half-dozen clerks, that they could carry 
on that great department of the Government, with- 
out any other increased force whatever; while all 
ihe other departments were allowed an increase of 
their clerical force, year after year, Now, it ap- 
peared to him, that, if gentlemen would take into 
consideration the simple cireumstance that we had 
to construct skips, and keep them in repairs, and 
consider, also, the number of seamen employed, 
they must come to the conclusion that the Navy 
Departmen! would require as large a clerieal force 
as the War Department. : 

Great complaints had been made about the waste- 
ful expenditures of public money in the navy; bat 
why should these complaints be made? They had 
created a Navy Board, and, with some seven or 
eight clerks, had imposed on them all the labor and 
responsibility of carrying on this great department. 
Why, it would be utterly impossible for acy mer- 
chant in the world to conduct his affairs with so 
small au amount cf foree. Mr. Calhoun, when he 
went into the War Department, derived more rep- 
utaticn from the fact of his having introduced or- 
der, system, and regularity into it, by its reorgan- 
ization, than was acquired by any other public man. 
And (said Mr, K.) he reorganized that department 
to some purpose; for, though he carried up the ex- 
penditures of the depariment, as Mr. K. had Shown, 
from $53 000 to $107,000, yet he saved the enor- 
mous sum of $962,195 95, by thesystem of respon- 
sibility and accountability which he established, 

[Here a message was received from the Presi- 
dent of the United States ] 

The committee having resumed the considera- 
tion of the bili — 

Mr. KING continued. 


He had stated that the 
inerease of the clerical 


ferce to be emploved would 


i 


increase the expenses, as proposed by the amend- 
ments of the Hcuse, to $16,064, nominally; but 
the Secretary of the Navy was authorized, by one 
section of the bill, to employ officers of the navy 
as clerks; so that the actual increased expense 
would be little or nothing. It might, however, be 
said that the navy officers would not consent to be 
employed as clerks. He could only say, in reply. 
to this, that army officers were employed as clerks 
and heads of bureaus; and he had known several 
midshipmen who desired to be so employed. The 
law was not imperative-—it was permissive merely 
—and authorized the Secretary to employ the ju- 
nior officers in this way, if he thought proper. If 
he should employ officers as clerks, the increased 
expense would be very trifling—perhaps nothing 
at all. 

A very great waste, it was supposed, had occur- 
red in our navy-yards, from the want of proper ac- 
counts being taken of the materials collected, and 
the manner of preserving them. The Bureau of 
Construction and Repairs would take charge of this 
branch of the service, and at the head of it it was 
proposed to place the chief naval architect. It was 
to be hoped that some attention would be paid to 
this subject, and that the best talents in the country 
would be caled to this branch of the service. 
Hitherto our ships had been constructed in pursu- 
ance cf the instructions of the Board of Navy 
Commissioners, and some of the worst models that 
ever floated were the result of the interference of 
those who had no knowledge of naval architec- 
ture. 


When this Bureau of Construction went into op- 
eration, he hoped that measures would be taken to 
call into the service the best talen's in the connuy, 
If the Secretary of the Navy should advertise for 
models, and give premiums for the best that should 
be offered to him, and then let them be decided up- 
on by scientific men, he had no donbt but we 
should have the best constructed ships in the world. 
We could build them cheaper, too, than any other 
nation; for though labor was dear, yet we had ma- 
terials much cheaper, and in greater abundance. 

The ordnance department of the navy was in a 
deplorable condition; and the fact had been stated 
to him, (though he did not vouch for its correctness,) 
that neither the Secretary of the Navy nor the 
Navy Commissioners could now tell what were 
the armaments of the ships of warin service. A 
large number of what were called medium guns 
had been cast, that were uiterly worthless; and to 
show still further the want of science that pervades 
the ordnance department of the navy, he would 
state the fact, that, as long ago as last August, a 
42 pounder was bored out, to try if it would an- 
swer as a 64-pound gun. Well, instead of trying 
the experiment on shore, by a irain jeading to the 
gun, so that no one’s life would be endangered, the 
gun was placed on board of one of the steamships, 
and fred offin the usual way. The result was, 
that the gun burst, killing several men; and, upon 
examination, it was found to be three iuches thicker 
on one side than the other. Such was the deplora- 
ble want of science in that branch of the naval ser- 
vice, Mr. K. then proceeded to show the want of 
organization in the medical department, and the 
waste that was the consequence of it; but was cut 
off by the expiration of his hour. 

The time limited for debate having expired— 

Mr. WISE rose to propose amendments from 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. In the second 
section, whieh proposed the appointment of seven 
bureaus, he proposed an amendment, to rednee the 
numter to five, by striking outthe “Bureau of Equip- 
ment,” and the “Bureau of Hydrography;” adding 
them to other burcaus which would be allered ac- 
cordingly, thus: “a Bureau of Construction, Equip- 
ment, and R pairs,” anda “Borean of Ordnance 
and Hydrography.” The amendment was agreed 
to, and the bill was amended in other respeets 
to conform to these allerations. Section 3 was 
amended by the substitution of “the President of the 
United States,by and with the consent of the Senate,” 
for “the Secretary of the Navy,” as the appcinte 
ing power of the heads of bureaus, whose grade 
was to be not lera than captains, and not com- 
manders, as agreed to by ihe Senate, 

Several other amendments were acted upon, 
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and the committee rose and reported the bill to the 
Honse. 

Mr. WISE moved the previous question, which 
was sustained by the House; and the amendments 
of the committee were concurred in. The bill was 
then ordered to be ergrcssed. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON called for the yeas and nays 
on the pas-age of the bill; and they were ordered, 
and resulted as follows—yeas 117, nays 35. 


THE TARIFF, 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States, announcing that he had approved 
znd signed a variety of bills—-amongst which was 
the bill to collect duty on imports, &c, 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. ATHERTON, from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, to whom was referred the mes- 
sage of the President concerning the duties on the 
cargoes of the Spanish vessels Maria and Lancero, 
made a report; which was ordered to be laid on the 
tab'e, and printed 

Mr HOPKINS, from the Committee on the 
Pos: Office and Pust Roads, reported Senate bill for 
the relief of John W. Skidmore, without amend- 
ment; and it was committed to the Committee of 
the Whole House. 

Mr. HOPKINS reported, from the same commit- 
tee, the Senate resolution to authorize the Postmas- 
ter General to seule the accounts of Patton, Pil- 
cher, & Co.; and it was read a third time, and 
passed. 

Mr. HOPKINS, from the same committee, re- 
poried a resolution for the relief of Benjamin Ogle 
Tayloe; which was read a firs! and second time, 
and committed to the Committee ef the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. CUSHING, from the select committee to 
which were refe:red, on the 21st of March last, 
resolutions proposing amendments to the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, made a report; which he 
moved to lay on the table. 

Mr. ONDER WOOD, from the- same commiltee, 
made a minority report. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions, reported, without amend- 
ment, Senate bill granting a pension to Pamela 
Allen, widow of Samuel Allen, a soldier of the 
Revolution, accompanied with a recommendation 
that the bill do not pass. 


Mr. HALL, (for Mr. Buiaas,) from the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads, reported 
a bill to reduce the postage on letters, to fix the 
same in decimal currency, to regulate the postage 
on newspapers, and to abolish the franking privi- 
lege; which was read twice, and comuiited to the 
Committee of the Whole House on thestate of the 
Union 


Mr. GREEN, from the Committee on Public 
Expenditures, made a report in relation to Charles 
J. Cadet, which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. RAYNER, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which was referred the presentment of 
the grand jury of Monroe county, in Florida, rec- 
ommending the erection of a marine hospital, made 
a report thereon, accompanied by a bill to provide 
for the erection of a marine hospital at Key West, 
in the Territory of Florida; which was read twice, 
and committed to the Committee of the Whole 
House. 

Mr. YOUNG, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, made an unfavorable report on the case 
of Darins Hawkins. 

On the motion of Mr. W. B. CAMPBELL, the 
Commitiee on Military Affairs was discharged 
from the censideration of the petition of Charles 
Madis. ' 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON asked leave to intro- 
duce a joint resolation suspending the operation 
of an act of Congress in behalf of Bartholomew 
Pellerin, or his assigns, passed during the present 
session of Congress. 

Mr J. stated that the act had passed some weeks 
since, he apprehended, without a proper examina- 
tion of the case in either House of Congress; that 
the property, he was informed, was estimated at 
more than $100,000; that he bad recently directed 
bis attention to the subject, and he thought it be- 
longed to that class of eases, of Spanish claims 


between the Perdido and Mississippi, which eman- 
ated from Spanish cfficers, who held possession of 
tbe country after the treaty of cession to the United 
States in 1803, avd issued grants and other evi- 
dences of title, without and against the Spanish 
laws, and against the laws of the United States. 

Mr. ADAMS objected to the form in which it 
was presented; but expressed his willingness to 
support it, if it assumed the shape of a Lill, instead 
of a joint resolution; and argued at some length to 
show the diference between the two modes of 
proceeding, and the impropriety of adopting that 
of a joint resolution. 

Mr, J. expressed himself as willirg to adopt the 
mode which the House might think the proper 
one; either would answer—his purpose being to sus- 
pend the Jaw until the further action of the 
House could be had upon the subject. S 

The biil was then read as follows: 

Be it enacted, §c., That the act of Congress, approved the 
8th July, 1842, entitled “An act anthorizing a patent to be 
issued tə Bartholomew Pellerin, his heirs or assignees,” and 
alt proceedings in the land office under said act, or by virtue 
thereof, be; and the same are hereby, suspended, until the fur 
ther order of Congress in relation to the same. 

Suc. 2. And be it further enacted, ‘That the Secretary of the 
Treasury of the United States be, and he is hereby, directed to 


investigate the aforesaid claim, and report his opinion, With 
the facts, to the next session of Congress. 


Mr. MOORE, the chairman of the Committee on ` 


Private Land Claims, objected to the second read- 
ing of the bill, and argued at some length to show 
the propriety and justice of the claim, and that it 
had been fully considered by the Committee on 
Private Land Ciaims; and he read the act of 181910 
show that the claim had been confirmed at that 
ume. 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON said he was aware that 
the chairmain of the committee differed with him 
whoily in relation to this class of claims. He un- 
derstood the. gentleman to naintain the validity 
of all the grants issued by the Spanish officers be- 
tween 1803 and 1812, in the district between the 
Mississipp1 and the Perdido, where they had pos- 
session during that time, notwithstanding it had 
been ceded to the United States in 1803; but the 
United States always claimed tbe possession; and, 
by the act of 1805, declared all grants, orders of 
survey, or other evidences of title issued by the 
Spanish officers after the 1st of October, 1800, (ihe 
date of the cession to France,)!0 be absolately void; 
and had uniformly acted upon this principle. 


The claim of Pellerin was alleged to be found. 
ed upon a British grant said to have been lost, and 
upon a petition to a Spanish cflicer in 1809 or 
1810; the claim was confirmed, and the land or- 
dered to be surveyed The claimant presented his 
papers to the commissioner (Crawford) in 1816, 
and he recommended its confirmation fora “reason- 
able quantity;” aud be believed a certificate for 
640 acres had issued as a settlement right. By 
the act of 1819 the claimant bad been allowed 
1,280 acres, and a patent issued for the same. 


After this period, he understood Mr. Livingston 
bad become interested in these claims, and, as 
Secretary of State, had recommenced the confirma- 
tion of a large number of claims of ibis class, 
amounting to about 600,000 acres, which had been 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and 
upon which Mr. Wickliffe had made a report in 
opposition to the c'aims. The argument of the re- 
port was conclusive against the claims; and he rec- 
ommended gentlemen to examine that report be- 
fore this class ef claims was confirmed. He was 
further induced io urge the passage of this bill, be- 
cause he was informed that a member of the other 
branch of the Legislature was now the claimant to 
tbis property; and, wihout intending to impute 
anything unfair to the Senator, or te any member 


- of the Committee on Private Land Claims, he 


thought it due to the public that this claim, rnvolv- 
ing such a large amount of property, should not 
be permitted to pass without a further examina- 
tion. He therefore proposed to suspend its opera- 
tion, and to direct an examination and report to be 
made by the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD moved the previous ques- 
tion, which was secosded; and the main quesfion 
was put, and the bill passed. 

And on motion of Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, the 


a 


joint rule of the tw 
erence thereto. 

Oa motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the fortification 
bill, which had been returned, with amendments, 
from the Senate, was taken up, and referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD moved to suspend the 
rules, for the purpose of submitting a motion to go 
into Committee of the Whole House; which mo- 
tion was disagreed to. 

Mr. BOTTS called for the reading of the mes- 
sage to-day received from. the President, 

Objection was made. 

Mr. BOTTS moved to suspend the rules, for the 
consideration of the mersage. 

After some conversation on priority of business, 

The question was taken on the motion of Mr. 
Borts, and the vote stood: Ayes 58, noes 23——no 
quorum. 

Mr. THOMPSON moved a call of the House. 

The question was taken by tellers, and the vote 
stood: Ayes 39, noes 77—[no quorum voting.) 

But the House refused to order a call. : 

After some conversation on the point of order— 

The SPEAKER counted the House, and an- 
nounced that 105 members were present; [no quo- 
ram. 


Mr. TRIPLETT meved that there be a call of 
the House; which motion was agreed to. 

And the roll having been called, 132 members 
answered to their names. 

And the names of the absentees having been 
stalled, 141 members appeared to be present. 

The doors of the hall were closed. 


Mr. UNDER WOOD moved a suspension of pro- 
ceedings on the call. 

Mr. WISE called for a count. He said that 
though the roll showed 141 members as present, 
there was not now a quorum jn the hall, for mem- 
bers had left it as soon as they had voted 

Andon the motion of Mr. Unprerwoop, the vote 
stood: Ayes 50, noes 40—!o!al 90; [no quorum. } 
Showing that 51 members had vanished since an- 
swering to their names, 

Excuses were then received for some time; after 
which, all further proceedings were dispensed with. 


THE PROTEST. 


The question recurring on the motion of Mr. 
Borrs, it was agreed to; and the rules being, ac- 
cordingly, suspended for the purnose— 

The SPEAKER laid before ihe House the mes- 
sage, in writing, from the President of the United 
Siates, which was published in the Globe of yester- 
day. 

The reading of the message having been con- 
cluded— 

Mr. BOTTS obtained the floor; bat yielded it at 
the request of 

Mr ADAMS, who asked it but for a ininute or 
two. He said there seemed to be an expectation 
on the part of some gentlemen that be shanid pro- 
pose to the House some measure suitable to be 
adopted on the present occasion. Mr. A. knew of 
no reason for such an expeciation, but the fact that 
he had been the mover of the resolution for the ap- 
pointment ef the committer which had made the 
report re‘erred to in the messzge; had been ap- 
pointed by the Speaker chairman of the committee; 
and that the report against which the President of 
the United States had sent to the House such a 
multitude of protests, was written by hiw. So far 
as it had been so written, Mr. A. heid himself re- 
sponsible to the House, to the country, to the world, 
and to posterity; and, so far as be was the author 
of the repert, he held himself responsible to the 
President also. The President should bear from 
him cisewhere than here on that subject. [Some 
laughter, and cries of “‘Hear that Will be fight 
him? No duelling!?] 

Mr. A. went on to say that it was because the 
report had been adopted by the House, and not 
because it had been written by him, that the Presi« 
dent had sent such a bundle of protesis; and there- 
fore Mr. A. felt no necessity or oblication upon 
hitaself to propose what measures the House cught 
to adopt for the vindication of its own dirnity and 
honor; and perhaps, from considerations of celica. 
ey, he was indeed the very last man in the House 


o Houses was suspended in ref- 
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who. shonld propose any measure, under the cir- 
cumstances. 

Mr. BOTTS now resumed the floor. But for 
the remarks which had just fallen from the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, he should hold that 
he owed an apology to the House and to the coun- 
try for being the first to move. on this occasion. 
As the oldest member of the House, the most ex- 
perienced, and the wisest, apart from the other cir- 
cumstances of the case, the venerable gentleman 
from Massachusetts was certainly the most fit 
member to point ont the course which it became 
the House to pursue, in order to vindicate its honor 
thus assailed; and Mr. B. wisned to state that, 
ünder this impression, he had personally indicated 
to that gentleman the propriety of such a move- 
ment on his part; but he had declined to act from 
motives of delicacy, to which he had himself just 
alluded. i 

As a member of the select committee which had 
made the report, as a member of the House, and 
as the Representative of a portion of the free peo- 
ple of this country, he felt called upon to vindicate 
the honor and independence which belonged to the 
Representatives of the American people. 

If he undersiood the message which had been 
read at the Clerk’s table, it declared that the action 
of the House, in adopting the report of the select 
committee, was without precedent in our parlia- 
mentary history. Now it seemed that, on this oc- 
casion, the President’s memory must have been, 
in some degree, treacherous. Another and a very 
memorable case of the like kind had occurred, and 
one in which the Piesident had himself taken an 
important part; and Mr. B. proposed to measure 
out to him the very same measure which he nad 
meted out to the then President of the United 
States. 


A resolution had been adopted, according to 
whi¢h Congress wax to adjourn at two o’clock to- 
morrow afternoon; and there was, therefore, no 
time fora protracted debate on this matter, nor 
was there any need of it; because he meant, by per- 
mission of the Chair, to introduce an au'hority on 
the right of that House to adopt the resolutions of 
the report, which the President, in all bis insolence 
to the people’s Representatives, pare not question. 

In 1834 the Senate had adopted certain resolu- 
tions, condemning the course of President Jackson 
in the removal of the deposites from the Bank of 
the United States to the Siate banks. In conse- 
quence of this movement on the part of the Senate 
President Jackson sent to that body a pretest 
against the right of the Senate to express any opin- 
ion censuring his public corrse; and, what made 
the case then stronger than the present case, was, 
that the Senate constituted the jury by whom he 
was to be tried, should any impeachment be brought 
against him. The Senate, after along, elaborate 
discussion of the whole mater, and the most elo- 
quent and overpowering torrent of debate that ever 
was listened to in this country, adopted the three 
following resolutions: 

“1, Resolved, That, while the Senate is, and ever will be, 
ready to receive from the President all such messages and com- 
munications as the Constitution and laws, and the usual course 
of business, authorize him to transmit to it; yet it cannot recog- 
nise any right in him to. make. a formal protest against votes 
and procecdings ot the Senate, declaring such votes and pro- 
ceedings to be illegal and unconstitutional, and requesting the 
Senate to enter such protest ouits journal.” 

On this reselution the yeas and nays were taken; 
and it was adopted, by a vote of 27 io 16: and, 
among the recorded votes in its favor, stood the 
names of John Tyler, now acting President of the 
United States, and Daniel Webster, now his Prime 
Minister. 

The second resolution was as follows: 

“2. Resolved, That the aforesaid protest is a breach of the 
eee of the Senate, and that it be not entered on the jour- 

The same vote, numerically, was given in faver 
of this resolution; and among the yeas stocd the 
names of John Tyler, now acting President of the 
United Srates, and of Daniel Webster, now his 
Prime Minister. 

The third resolution read as follows: 

“3, Resolved, That the President of the United States has 


no right to send u protest to the Senate against any of ils 
proceedings.” 


And in sanction of this resolution also, the rec- 
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ord showed the names of the same John Tyler and 
Daniel Webster. 

It was not often that he was driven to the neces- 
sity’ of adopting the sentiments of others; for he 
had been in the habit, throughout his life, of tbink- 
ing, and speaking, and acting for himself; but on 
this occasion, he begged the privilege of adopting 
a few extracts froma speech that, on the occasicn 
to which he had referred, was made by a gentle- 
man whom, whatever opiniors ke (Mr. B.) might 
entertain of his views on other matters, he never hesi- 
tated to acknowledge as the soundest constitutional 
lawyer in the country—he meant Danie! Webster, 
the Secretary of State, and the Prime Minister of 
John Tyler; and never couid words fall from the 
lips of man more appropriate, and more accurate, 
than the words he was about to read. 

*He read long extracts from Mr. Websters 
speech, delivered in the Senate of the United States 
on the protest of President Jackson; and then said 
those were the views of the iniellectual giant to 
which he bad referred. He forbore to add any 
opinion of his own. He was willing to adopt ihe 
sentiments he had read as hi-; and he submitted 
to the House, for its adopticn, the tollowing resolu- 
tions, the three first of which were in the precise 
form, and in the precise language of those adopted 
by John Tyler himself: 


Resolved, That whilst this House is, and ever will be, ready 
to receive from the President all such messages and communi- 
cations as the Constitution and laws, and the usual course of 
public business, authorize him to transmit toit; yet it cannot re- 
cognise in him any right to make a formal protest against votes 
and proceedings of this House, declaring such votes and pro- 
ceedings to be illegal and unconstitutional, and requesting the 
House to enter such protest on its journal. 

Resolved, That the aforesaid protest is a breach of the priv- 
ileges of this House; and that it be not entered on the jour- 


Pe resoloea, That the President of the United States has no 
righs to send a protest to this House against any of its proceed- 
ings. 

If this were the first time a protest had been sent 
by a President to Congress, he should content him- 
self with offering these resolutions; but since the 
present President had given them his opinion of 
such a protest, he would add the following: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this Housc be directed to return 
the message and protest to its author. 

Inasmuch as he had only read resolutions which 
were adopted by John Tyler, and extracts from the 
speech of John Tyler’s Prime Minister, without 
saying anything for himself, except that he adopt- 
ed those sentiments, he now moved the previcus 
questicn. 

Mr. PROFFIT rose to a question of order, He 
objected to the introduction of those resolutions 
without a voie of two-thirds, the majority that 
would be necessary to suspend the rules for the re- 
ception of resolu ions—the suspension having only 
bern made for the reception and disposition of the 
message, 

The SPEAKER was undersiood to ask the 
gentleman from Virginia to withdraw his resolu- 
lions 

Mr. BOTTS said he would not do so until he 
had made a single remark. He was the last man 
in this House to meke a speech, and then to move 
the previous question. But on this occasion he 
had merely read from the journal of the Senate on 
a similar proposition, and from the speech of the 
present Secretary of State. He moved the pre- 
vious question, because he did not desire to express 
hi: views at this time. He wastoo full of indign:- 
tion at this time to express his opinions. [Lavugh- 
ter] 

Mr. WISE rose, amidst much confusion, and 
chalienged the geatleman from Virginia to with- 
draw the m:tion for the previous question. 

Mr. BOTTS replied that neither a challenge nor 
a threat would make a man honest. 

Teliers were appointed on the motion for the 
previous question, and they reported 66 in the af- 
firmative, and 48 in the negative—being less than 
a quorum. 


Mr. HOLMES moved an adjournment; which | 


was negatived—yeas 47, nays 92. 

The vote was then taken on seconding the call 
for the previous question, and if was carried in the 
afftmative. 

Mr. PROFFIT moved to lay the resolutions on 
the iable; which was negatived. 


The main question was then ordered. 

Mr. WARD called for the yeas and nays on the 
adoption of: the resolutions. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD eailed for a division of 
them, so that the second resolution should be voted 
on separately. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia moved that they be 
all voted on separately. 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN moved an adjournment, 
on which he ca‘led for the yeas and nays; but they 
were not ordered, and the motion to adjourn was 
negatived. 

The first resolution being then in order, 

Mr. WM. W. IRWIN moved to lay it on the 
table. 

The SPEAKER deeided the motion to be out of 
order; and 

The resolution was thea adopted—yeas 87, nays 
46, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Landaf W. Andrews, Arnold, 
Babcock, Barnard, Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, Borden, Botts, 
Brockway, Jeremiah Brown, Calhoun, William B. Campbell, 
Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Chittenden, John C. Clark, 
Cowen, Garrett Davis, John Edwards, Everett, ‘Fillmore, 
Gamble, Gentry, Graham, Granger, Green, Habersham, Hall, 
Halsted, Howard, Hudson, Joseph R. Ingersoll Isaac D, Jones, 
JohneP. Kennedy, King, Linn, McKennan, S. Mason, Mathiot, 
Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynaid, Mitchell, Moore, Morrow, Os- 
borne, Owsley, Pope, Powell, Ramsey, Benj. Randall, A. Ran- 
dall, Randolph, Rayner, Ridgway, Rodney, William Russell, 
James M. Russell, Saltonsiall, Shepperd, Simonton, Slade, 
Truman Smith, Sprigg, Stanly, Stratton, Summers, Talia- 
ferro, John B. Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, 
Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Van 
Rennselaer, Wallace, Warren, Washington, Thomas W. 
Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Yorke, and Angustus Young 

NAYS—Messrs. Arrington, Athertor, Black, Boyd, Aaron 
V. Brown, Burke, Wm. O. Butler, P. C. Caldwell, Casey, 
Coles, Cross, Cushing, Richard D. Davis, Dawson, Gordon, 
Harris, Hastings, Hays, Hopkins, Hubard, Wm. W. Irwin, 
Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Abraham McClellan, Mallory, 
Medill, Newhard, Oliver, Parmenter, Payne, Profit, Read, 
Reding, Reynolds, Riggs, Rogers, Shaw, Shields, Steenrod, 
Jacob Thompson, Van Buren, Ward, Weller, James W, Wil- 
liams, Wise, and Wood—46, 


So the first resolution was adopted. 

On the second resolution, which is in the follow- 
ing words: 

Resolved, That the aforesaid protest is a breach of the priv- 
ileges of this House, and that it be not entered on the journal. 


The vote resulted as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, L. W, Andrews, Arnold, Babcock, 
Barnard, Barton, Sirdseye, Blair, Boardman, Borden, Botts, 
Brockway, Jeremiah Brown, Calhoun, Wm. B. Campbell, 
Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Chittenden, John C. Clark, 
Cowen, Cranston, Garrett Davis, John Edwards, Everett, Fill- 
more, Gamble, Gentry, Graham, Granger, Green, Habersham, 
Hati, Halsted, Howard, Hudson, Joseph R. Ingersoli, Isaac 
D. Jones, Jonn P. Kennedy, King, Liun, McKennan, T. I. 
Marshall, S. Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, 
Moore, Morrow, Osborne, Owsley, Powell, Ramsay, Benj. 
Randall, Alexander Randall, Randolph, Rayner, Ridgway, 
Rodney, Wm. Russell, James M. Russell, Saltonstall, Shep- 
perd, Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, Sprigg, Stanly, Stratton, 
Summers, Taliaferro, John B. Thompson, Richard W. 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, Trambull, 
Van Rensselaer, Wallace, Warren, Washington, Edward D. 
White, Thos, W. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Yorke, and A. 
Young—s6. 

NAYS—Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, Black, Boyd, A. V. 
Brown, Burke, Wm. O. Butler, Cary, Casey, Coles, Cross, 
Cashing, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, Dawson, John C, Ed- 
wards, John G. Floyd, Gordon, Gwin, Harris, Hastings, Hays, 
Hopkins, Hubard, W. W. Irwin, Cave Johnson, John W. 
Jones, A. McClellan, Mallory, Medill, Newhard, Oliver, Par- 
menter, Read, Reding, Reynolds, Riggs, Rogers, Shaw, Shields, 
Wm. Smith, Steenrod, Jacob Thompson, Ward, Weller, 
James W. Williams, Wise, and Wood—48, 


So the second resolution was adopted. 


On the third resolution, which is in the following 
words: 


_Resolved, That the President of the United States has no 
right to sead a protest to this House against any of its proceed- 
ings. ` 

The vote resulted as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Landaf W. Andrews, Arnold, 
Babcock, Barnard, Barton, Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, Borden, 
Borts, Brockway, Jeremiah Brown, Calhoun, W. B. Campbell, 
Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Chittenden, John C. Clark, 
Cowen, Cranston, Garrett Davis, John Edwards, Everett, Gam- 
ble, Gentry, Graham, Granger, Green, Habersham, Hall, Hal- 
sted, Howard, Hudson, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Isaac D. Jones, 
John P. Kennedy, King, Linn, McKennan, Samson Mason, 
Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Mitchell, Moore, Mor- 
row, Osborne, Owsley, Pope, Powell, Ramsay, Benjamin 
Randall, Alexander Randall, Rayner, Ridgway, Rodney, Wil- 
liam Russell, James M. Russell, Saltonstall, Sherpperd, Simon- 
ton, Slade, Truman Smith, Sprigg, Stanly, Stratton, Sum- 
mers, Taliaferro, John B. Thompson, Richard W, Thompson, 
Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, Trumbull, Under- 
wood, Van Rensselaer, Wallace. Warren, Washington, Thomas 
W. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Yorke, and Augustus 
Youngs—£6. 

NA YS—Messrs, Arrington, Atherton, Ulack, Boyd, Aaron V. 
Brown, Burke, Y iam O. Butler, Patrick C. Caldwell, Cary, 
Casey, Coles, Mark A.Cuoper, Cross Cushiug, Daniel, Richard 
D. Davis, Dawson, John C. Edwards, John G. Floyd, Gordon, 


Gwin, Harris, Hastings, Hays, Hopkins, Hubard,. William W, 
Irwin, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Abraham McClellan, 
McKay, Mallory, Medill, Newhard, Oliver, Parmenter, Payne, 
Proffit, Read, Reding, Reynolds, Riggs, Rogers, Shaw, Shields, 
William Smith, Steenrod, Jacob Thompson, Ward, Weller, 
James W. Williams, Wise, and Wood—-53, 

So the third resolution was adopted. 

The question recurring on the fourth resolution, 
which is in the following words: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be directed to return 
the message and protest to its author. 

Mr. BOTTS said some of his friends had ex- 
‘pressed a desire that he should withdraw this reso- 
lution, He did not know whether it was in his 

ower to d> so 

The SPEAKER said, only by general consent. 

Mr. WISE objected. : 

Mr BOTTS said, very well. For his own part, 
he preferred this resolution to all the others. 

[Several voices, ‘So do I.”] 

Mr. ADAMS asked to be excused from voting, 
on consideraiions of perscnai delicacy, both as re- 
spected the President of the United States and him- 
self. (Langhier.] 

Bui the House would not excuse him. 

Mr. WISE asked to be excused from voting; not 
that he had any personal objection to voting, but 
he had great regard for the Clerk of the House, and 
who might possibly fall into the hands of Jim Wil- 
kins, the President’s butler. [Hearty laughter.] 

{A voice, “Never mind, we'll take care of him.” ] 

Mr. WISE withdrew his motion. 

The question on the said fourth resolution was 
then taken, and the voie resulted as follows: 

VEAS—Messrs. Landaf W. Andrews, Arnold, Babcock, 
Barton, Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, Bordon, Botis, William B. 
Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Chittenden, John 
C. Clark, Cowen, Cranston, Garrett Davis, John Edwards, 
Everett, A. L. Foster, Gambie, Gentry, Green, Hall, Howard, 
Hudson, John P. Kennedy, King, Linn, McKennan, Samson 
Mason, Mathiot, Maynard, Mitchell, Morrow, Osborne, Owsley, 
Powell, Rayner, Ridgway, James M. Russell, Saltonstall, Sim- 
onton, Slade, Truman Smith, Sprigg, Stanly, Stratton, Sum- 
mers, John B, Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, Tilling- 
hast, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Wallace, Wax- 
ren, Washington, Edward D, White, Joseph L. Williams, 
Yorke, and Augustus Young-—-62, 

NAYS—Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, Black, Boyd, Aaron V. 
Brown, Burke, William O. Butler, Patrick C. Caldwell, John 
Campbell, Cary, Casey, Coles, Mark A. Cooper, Cross, Cush- 
ing, Daniel, Richard D, Davis, Dawson, John C. Edwards, 
John G. Floyd, William O. Goode, Gordon, Graham, Gwin, 
Habersham, Harris, Hastings, Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, Hubard, 
Hunter, William W. Irwin, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, 
Isaac D. Jones, Abraham McClellan, McKay, Mallory, Mat- 
tocks, Maxwell, Mediil, @liver, Parmenter, Payne, Profit, 
Ramsey, Randolph, Read, Reding, Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, 
Rodney, Rogers, William Russell, Shaw, Shepperd, Shields, 
William Smith, Steenrod, Jacob Thompson, Van Buren, Ward, 
Weller, James W. Williams, Wise, and Wood—69, 

So the fourth resolution was rejected. 

A motion to reconsider as to the three first reso- 
lutions was made by Mr. J. C. CLARK. 

Mr. HOLMES moved to lay that motion on the 
table: rejected. 

The vote was nof reconsidered. 

Mr. SUMMERS, on leave given, offered the fol- 
lowing resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That, in adopting the resolutions, at the present 
session, fixing the number of assistant clerks and the number of 
messengers attached to the Clerk’s office, 1t was not intended 
by the House to indicate the removal of any particular clerks 
or messevgers, by whatever authority or sanction they may 
have heretofore been employed; but to leave the reduction to 
be effected at the discretion of the Clerk of the House, by such 


discontinuances as may be made with the least inconvenience 
to the public service. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Clerk thereof, asking an order 
that the two clerks and one of the messengers, here- 
tofore ordered to be dismissed, shouid be continued 
till further order, the condition cf the publie busi- 
ness requiring it. 

Mr. McKENINAN moved that the Clerk be au- 
thorized to retain the said two clerks and messen- 
ger until the next session of Congress; and he 
moved the previous question. 

Afier some conversatios— 

The previous question was seconded, the main 
question was ordered, and the motion was agreed to. 

Mr. FILLMORE, from the committee of con 
ference on the part of this House on the subject of 
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the bill 
to regulate the taking of testimony in cases of con- 
tested election, made a report to the following ef- 
feet: 

“That the conferces had agreed upon, and recommended to 


their respective Houses, in liew of the first amendment of the 
Senate to the bil], the adoption of the following: 
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‘And provided further, That nothing in the preceding pro- 
viso of this section, nor in the second section of the act therein 
referred to, shall be held to extend to the election of any person 
who shali be chosen a Representative in the 28th Congress, in 
any State heretofore electing more than one Representative, in 
which, by the laws of such State, the election for Representa- 
tives to Congress is now required to be made by general ticket, 
and where the Legislature of such State has not been in session 


. after the passing of the act entitled ‘An act for the apportion- 


ment of Representatives among the several States, according to 
the sixth census,’ approved 25th June, 1842: and shail not be be- 
fore the time now prescribed for helding such election, unless 
the Governor of any snch State shall, before the ime appointed 
by law for holding such election therein, by his proclamation, or 
otherwise, postpone the same until after the next meeting of 
the Legislature thereof, : 


“They also recommend that the Senate recede from its sec- 
ong amendment; and that the words ‘toshow,’ in the 15th 
line, be stricken out; and the words ‘as competent evidence for 
the purpose of showing,’ be inserted in lieu thereof.” 


Mr. FILLMORE briefly explained the report, 
and moved the previous question; but withdrew it, 
on pledge of renewal, at the request of $ 

Mr. BOTTS, who made two or three remarks, 
or ivquiries, amidst a good deal cf confusion. 

Afier some further explanations on the part of 
Messrs. FILLMORE, BOTTS, and HABER- 
SHAM, 

The demand fer the previous question was re- 
newed. 

Some further remarks were made by Messrs. 
BOTTS and FILLMORE. 

Mr. ATHERTON requested the gentleman from 
New York {Mr. Fitumore] to withdraw his mo- 
tion for the previous question, as this was a mat- 
ter which concerned the State which he (Mr. A.) 
in part represented; and he had several times at- 
tempted to get the floor on the subject, but had 
been uniformly prevented. He only desired to 
say a very few words. 

Mr. FILLMORE declined withdrawing the mo- 
tion. 

Mr. ATHERTON said he supposed this was 
because he represented what the gentleman from 


State,” to use bis own expression. 

Mr. PROFFITT moved to lay the whole subject 
on the table; which was negatived. 

Mr. ATHERTON asked the yeas and nays 
(which were ordered) on the first division of the 
report, in the words following: | 

“And provided, further, That nothing in the preceding pro- 
viso of this section, nor in the second section of the act therein 
referred to, shall be held to extend to the election of any per- 
son who shall be chosen a Representative in the 28th Congress, 
in any State heretofore electing more than one Representative, 
in which, by tho laws of such State, the election for Represent- 
atives to Congress is now required to be made by general ticket, 
and where the Legislature of such State has not been in session 
after the passing of the act entitled ‘An act for the apportion- 
ment of Representatives among the several States, according to 
the sixth census, approved 25th Jane, 1842; and shall not be be- 
fore the time now prescribed for holding such election, unless 
the Governor of any such State shall, before the time appointed 
py law for holding such election therein, by his proclamation, 
or otherwise, postpone the same until after the next meeting 
of the Legislature thereof.” 

And the vote stooi~yeas 83, nays 52. 

Mr. ATHERTON moved to Jay the whole sub- 
ject cn the table, and called for the yeas and nays 
thereon; which were ordered. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved an adjournment. 

The motion was negatived. 

The vote was then taken on Mr. ATHERTON’S 
motion to lay the whole subject on the table; which 
resulted as follows: yeas 51, nays 80. 

The other portion was agreed to without a di- 
visien. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the House resolve 
itself into Commitee of the Whole on several 
appropriation bills which had been sent from the 
Senate. ; 

ar, UNDERWOOD desired the House to go 
into committee on several District bills; and, for 
the purpose.of acting upon ali together, be moved 
to discharge the Commitee of the Whole Howe 
from those bills, that they might be committed to 
the Commitice of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. ; 

Votes were taken; and it was found that a quo- 
rum was not present. ; ; 

Mr. FILLMORE said he was satisfied, if these 
bills were not acted upon to-night, they wouid be 
lost. 

An adjournment was repeatedly moved and neg- 
atived, and votes taken in vaiicus forms to facili- 
tate the despatch of business; but, at length, a call 
of the House was resorted to. 


New York probably considered a “contumacious ` 


The Clerk called the roll, and 105 were found 
to be present. The absentees werecailed, and 109 
were found to be in attendance. ; 

Mr. HALL moved an adjournment. 

Mr. ADAMS gave notice that to-morrow he 
shouid move a cali of the House. 

The House then adjourned, at half-past six 
o'clock. 


IN SENATE. 
Wenpnrspay, August 31, 1842. 

On motion of Mr. BAYARD, the 17th joint rule 
was so far suspended as to allow the act to reor- 
ganize the Navy Department to be transmitted to 
the President for bis signature. 

On motion, the Committees on Public Lands, 
Roads and Canals, District of Columbia, Pe..sions, 
and Indian $ fairs, were severally discharged from 
the consideration of all subjects before them which 
had not been acted upon. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, the previous orders 
of the day were postponed, for the purpose of ta- 
king up House bill for the relief of Hagh Stewart; 
when said bill was considered as in committee of 
the whole, reported to the Senate, read the third 
time, aud passed. 

Mr. EVANS moved to take up the House biil 
to prohibit the sale of stock authorized by the loan 
bill, at less than par; and to.provide for the use of 
treasury notes in licu of a portion of the loan. 

The bill was accordingly taken up, as in come 
mittee of the whole, for consideration. 


Mr. EVANS said he had no amendment to prc» 
pose. He hoped, indeed, none would be consider- 
ed necessary, The biil was explicit, and spoke for 
itself. The first proposition is, that no stock au- 
thorized by the loan shall be sold at Jess than par. 
The next is, that if the treasury cannot obtain 
money for pressing exigencies by the sale of stock 
at par, an issue of treasury notes, not exceeding 
six millions, may be made, in Jien of so much of 
ihe authorized loan. It was with no little reluc- 
tance he had brought himself to the conclusion of 
voting for the bill. He was, however, in some 
measure reconciled to it, under strong hopes that 
there would be no necessity for issuing anything 
like this amount of treasury notes. But stil), as 
some doubts were entertained whether, before 
Congress meets again, a sufficient amount of 
the loan can be nrgotiated to meet the exigen- 
cies of the Government, without submitting to 
a discreditable discount, and as it is very well 
known the treasury siands in need of an immedi- 
ate supply of meaus to ineet its demand, he had 
been indeced to consent to this temporary expedi- 
ent, as the only practicable mode, at this late pe- 
riod of the session, lo extricate the Government 
from its embairassmenis. He trusted these em- 
barrasemenis would prove to be merely temporary, 
and thai there would be no necessity for resorting 
to this expedient; for, though generaily urged as a 
temporary resort, this treasury-note system had 
shown, by experience, that it was anything but 
temposary in its operation. The amount of treas- 
ary notes already outstanding is nine millions of 
dollars; and if to ihis amount be added these six 
millions, the whole will be fifteen millions chargea- 
ble on the treasury out of the receipts of the next 
year. Now, he would ask, did anybedy imagine 
ihe income of the treasury would be sutlicient to 
bear the expenditures of the Government for the 
year, and at the same time pay of these fifteen mil- 
lions for treasury noies? lf, contrary to his expec- 
tation, the Government should be obliged to issue 
these six millions as treasury notes, in all human 
probability, before ihe year goes round, the whole 
wili have to be funded; and thus they will viti- 
mately, instead of being a temporary debt, become 
just as much a funded debt as if they were origi- 
nally ceatificates of siock. 

He was ready to admit that, although this was 
a condition of things which ail mast foresee and 
lament, there was an apparent unavtidable neceg= 
sity for leaving the Government with this means 
of obviating embarrassments. He should vote 
for the bill, under these cireumsiances, Should 
these treasury noies be issued, it was easy to sce, 
however, that at no distant cay tary would have 
{| to be funded—or, what would be the same thing, 
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money would have to be borrowed to redeem them. 
This would be a deplorable continuation -of that 
system which he and his friends had so long op- 
posed, and which they so ardently hoped would 
be abandoned by this Government. He need 
hardly say that it would be gratifying to him to 
find that the necessity would be obviated.of resort- 
ing to this expedient. i 

No amendment being offered, the bill was re- 
ported back to the Senate; and the question being 
on ordering it:to be read‘a third time, 

Mr. CLAYTON called for the yeas and nays. 

The CHAIR put the question, “Shall this bil! be 

read a third time?” 
Buta sufficient number not rising to support,the 
eall, ' 
Mr. CLAYTON observed—“If gentlemen are 
ashamed to record their names"—— — 

Here there was an interruption before the sen- 
tence was closed, by the announcement cf a mes- 
sage from the House of Representatives, to the ef- 
fect that the House had agreed to the joint resolu- 
tion of the Senate, suspending the 17h rule, with 
an amendment extending the benefits of the sus- 
pension to all bills passed before one o'clock to- 
day. ; ; 

On motion, the.amendment of the House to the 
joint resolution was concurred in 

The considgfation .of the treasury-note bill was 
then resumedé 

Mr. CRIFTENDEN remarked that there was 
one part of the bill to which he saw no objection— 
that protgbiting the sale of stock at Jess than par. 
But he Was not at all satisfied with that part rela- 
į a fresh issue of treasury notes. The pro- 
of a further issue of treasury notes was 
he doubted. No one could tell where this 


system was to end, if there was not some stopping’ 


point. It was a dangerous, because a seductive 
system. . Itis an ca-y and tempting mode of sup- 
plying resources on every emergency; but even 
when it appears most temporary, no one knows 
when it isto end. Now, in order to test the sense 
of the Senate on this subject, he would suggest to 
the chairman of the Finance Commitiee a motion 
to strike out all that part relating to treasury notes, 
leaving the part relating to the prohibition of the 
sale of stock as it stood in the bill. 


Mr. EVANS observed that the prohibition in the 
first part of the bill was the foundation of the ne- 
cessity for the second part, authorizing the issue of 
treasury notes. There was no money in the treas- 
ury, and there might be some embarrassment 
arising out of pressing demands before a sufficient 
supply came in from the ordinary sources of in- 
come, There was no alternative to supply present 
means, but by the sale of certificates of stock, or 
the issue of treasury notes. If the sale of stock 
at the price of the market, should it be under par, 
were proh bited, the other allernative, of treasury 
notes, could not be avoided. 

Mr. CRITPENDEN replied, that if so much of 
the bill as related to the issue of treasury notes 
was stricken out, he would propose to make some 
modification of the restriction as to the sale of the 
stock at par. He certainly thought some restric- 
tion, to very near’ par, necessary; but probably a 
slight modification would obviate the necessity of 
issuing treasury notes. He thought the Adminis- 
tration should certainly be restricled from dispos- 
ing of the stock at a rate of discount discreditable 
to the Government. He would not leave it in the 
power of the Administration to sell the stock at 
any price varying much from par. He would 
leave it to the chairman of the Finance Committee 
himself to preseribe the limitation. 

Mr. EVANS said he would not now enter into a 
discussion on matiers that had been so fully and so 
ably debated when the loan bill iiself was before 
the Senate. H was after mature consideration, 
aided by all the arguments adduced en the subject, 
agreed to shape the loan bili as it now exists. 
Under its sanction, a gentleman is now in Eurcpe 
endeavoring to effect a portion of the loan. Per- 
haps it was not yet known whether he hed made 
any engagements. On the whole, he believed the 
best thing that eculd be done was to pass the bill 
as it came from the House. 

Mr. WOODBURY observed, that, from the pres- 
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ent aspect of the money-markel, it wes very cer- 
tain no loan would be effeeted under the restriction 
proposed in this bill, relating to the loan heretofore 
authcrized. If the restriction was necessary as a 
resiraint on the Administration, it shonld have 
been incorporated in the loan bill itself. If there 


was no resiriction, money might be had on the’ 


loan at 24 per cent. discount; and the question then 
would be, whether it should be taken at that rate, 
or treasury notes should be issued. Now, the 
difference between treasury-notes and the loan is 
this: if the money is raised- by idan, it must be at 
the rate of the market, and permanently for a num- 
ber of years; if by treasury notes, it is in the 
power of Congress to chose its own time for either 
paying them off, or turning them into a loan—and 
that, Onder an improved condition of things. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN saw no difference between 
raising money now, on a permanent loan, and on 
treasury-notes to be funded hereafter, or paid off 
with borrowed money. It made no sort of dif- 
ference, as the same discount would have to be 
paid one way asthe other. Where is the money 
to be got to redeem these treasury notes, but by 
Joan in the same market, and the same way as now? 
This system of treasury notes, he objecied to as a 
dangerous and seductive expediency; it isso easy, 
cenvenient, and imposing, that it is used to an extent 
which,in theend, becomes exceedingly dangerous. It 


“may bea piesent remedy, but it is sure to become a 


permanent evil. He did not mean to dispute its 
conslitutionality or its convenience; but what 
he did dispute was its ultimate expediency. He 
admitted that circumstances might even exist which 
would render a resort to it, as an expedient, at 
least excusable; but there should be a strong ne- 
cessity shown for it: and what he now doubied 
was, that any such necessity existed. One great 
evil was overlooked; it was the effect which might 
be produced on the country by throwing such a 
large amount of Government paper into circula- 
tion. It may be asserted that, as the Government 
will not issue these treasury noies, unless at par, 
(although certificates of stock may be at a disccunt 
of 24 per cent.,) the treasury notes will cccasion no 
loss to the country, and will keep up their par 
value. But this was not true; for it was only with 
respect to those paid by the Government in treasury 
notes, that the par value would be preserved. The 
moment these treasury notes got into circulation 
among the community, they would pass at the 
market value only, and it would not be in the 
power of the Government to prevent their depre- 
ciation. Once they pass out of the hands of Gov- 
crnment, they must go for what they are worth, 
But suppose it is for money they are issued: does 
any one suppose, if certificates of stock cannot be 
sold at less than 24 per cent. discount, treasury 
notes will sell at par? They may be forced‘off in 
payment of Government dues at par, but cannot 
be forced off for money at par. 

He could not see any just reason for giving this 
preference to treasury notes. He apprehended there 
would be no real difference found in the result. If 
his suggestion, of striking oul that part of the bill 
relative to treasury notes, was adopted, he would 
have no objection to the chairman of the Finance 
Committee fixing the rate of disccunt to which the 
Sale of certificates of stock should be limited. This, 
he was sure, could be adjusted, so as to enable the 
Government to effect a loan upon as cheap terms, 
and to obiain present relief, as well as by the issue 
of treasury notes, It was.all fallacious to suppose 
a loss could be avoided by a mere change of the 
forra of obligation. The real thing to be consid- 
ered in the matter was the condition of the credit 
of the Government. The rate at which money 
ean be obtained on either obligation depends on 
the estimation in which the credit of the Govern- 
ment is held by capitalists. The creditor wants to 
see how he isto be paid, and what is the state of 
the treasury. 

Mr. WOODBURY was against a new issue of 
treasury notes, independent of the Joan; but as this 
Was a proposition to substitu’e an issue of so much 
fer an equal portion of the lcan, and as it was con- 
sidered by the Government nece-sary, under exist- 
ing circumstances, he was more favorable to it 
than to tie sacrifice of stock in the money-market. 


The question appeared to him to be, whether Con= 
gress was to authorize the sale of certiticates of 
stock at a discount of 8 or 9 per cent., and not re- 
deemable for eight or nine years; or an issue of 
treasury notes at 6 per cent,, and either payable 
within the year, or convertible into stock under 
more favorable auspices, when there may be no 
discount to pay. The Senator from Kentucky 
seemed to imagine that this might have the ef- 
feet of increasing the debt; but it was only a 
substitute of six millions of treasury notes for an- 
equal amount of the auihorized loan, and would 
have no more effect in enlarging the debt than the 
sale of certificates of stock to thatamount. The 
Senator also says, very truly, that credit is credits 
and if money cannot be borrowed in one form at 
less than 2 or 3 per cent. discount, it cannot in 
another form. Now, this might be good theory; 
bat practice and experience had long since proved 
that treasury notes can and will be passed at par, 
when certificates of stock cannot. Then, treasury 
notes bear only six per cent. interest; but if you 
are compelled to sell stock at less than par, it will 
be the same as if you paid a larger interest. And 
as to the belief of the Senator from Kentucky, that 
these treasury noies may give rise to an increased 
debt,—how can that happen, when the bill which 
authorizes their issue, cats off so much of the loan 
which would otherwise be contracted. It merely 
supersedes six millions of the permanent loan—so 
much treasury notes being substituted for so much 
loan. Ina depressed siate of the money market, it 
is inexpedient to borrow money al an unnecessary 
Ciscount; and it is easier to get it fora day or year, 
than for twenty years. The great advantage of 
treasury notes is, that they can be used for a day 
or a year; and while they are in use they answer a 
good purpose to the community—that of making 
remittances, Another consideration is, that there 
isa chance of better times, when a loan may be 
effected on better terms than new. ‘Fo force a loan 
now, might cause a depreciation of 8 or 9 per cent; 
to take it without forcing, might reduce the rate to 
2 or 3 per cent. If the revenue biil becomes as 
productive as its advocates anticipate, and proves as 
salutary in restoring the country to great prosperity, 
there will certainly be a better chance of disposing 
of the loan at par than now. But there is some- 
thing more to be depended upon than the revenue 
bill; and that is the sales of the public lands, if 
they are properly advertised and brought into the 
market. Let them be made productive, and your 
loan will be effected at par. 


Mr. PRESTON said it seemed to him that, nn- 
der the loan bill as it now exists, the only h.pe of 
raising money is at home; for in Europe, it ap- 
peared, the credit of this country wasin such bad 
repute, that no advantageous terms could be made. 
He understocd there was capital enough in the 
moncy market bere to take up the loan, provided 
it was not locked up by combination. That such 
a combination exists, may be some excuse for this 
bill; as, without the alternative it affords to the 
Government, the combination may force the Ad- 
ministration into any terms. As soon as the capi- 
talists find the Government can resort to treasury 
notes, they will give ap their combination, and thus 
the Government will be extricated, probably withe 
out issuing the treasury notes. Ahhough he should 
never vote for a treasury-note bill, it appeared to 
him that, circumstanced as the Government is, the 
passing of this bill might afford relief, though it 
were to remain inoperative otherwise than as a 
check against the combinations of the capitalists. . 

om CRITTENDEN now withdrew his motion; 
an f 

The question recurring on ordering the bill to be 
read a third time, it was put, and decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 19, nays 9, as follows: 


YEAS--Messrs. Bagby, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Choate, 
Conrad, Cuthbert, Evans, Fulton. King, Linn, Phelps, Porter, 
Rives, stvier, Smith of Indiana, Tallmadge, Woodbury, and 
Young--19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Clayton, Crivenden, Man- 
gum, Preston, Tappan, White, and Woodbridge--9, 


The bill was read the third time, and passed. 
On motion of Mr. EVANS, it was 


Resolved, That the 17th joint rule of the two Houses be sus. 
pended during the present session, 


On motion of Mr. PRESTON, the House bill 
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for the relief of the heir of Major General Baron 
De Kalb, deceased, was taken up asin committee 
of the whole. ~ 

Mr. PRESTON advocated the passage of the 
bill; which he said had received the unanimous 
approbation of the committee of the House which 
reported it. 


Mr. PHELPS remarked that the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, though they did not make 
a report against the bill, were opposed to its pas- 
sage. They did not presume that, at this Jate hour 
of the session, an effort would be made to pass it. 
He was opposed to its passage. 


Mr. BUCHANAN said it had been his good or 
bad fortune to be present at the close of many ses- 
sions of Congress; and he would venture to assert 
that if the catalogue of bad bills were presented to 
the inspection of the Senate, it would be found that 
at least two-thirds of those which belonged to that 
elass would be found to have been passed withia 
the last three days of each session, The bill which 
abolished the noble navy pension fund passed on 
the last night of one session; and other bills of a 
similar character passed in the same manner. He 
had, therefore, felt it his duty to be present at the 
closing scene of each session of Congress, and to 
protest against the passage of any bill, except its 
justice and propriety were clear and manifest. At 
any period of the session he would not vote for so 
stale a claim as this, unless it were clearly shown 
that the agent prosecuting the claim had a proper 
title, or unless he knew that the benefit would 
reach the pockets of those for whom it was intend- 
ed, Hetherefore, under the circumstances, moved 
to lay the bill on the table. 

The question was put, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

Mr. WALKER submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was read and agreed to, viz. 


Resolved, That the Secretary of State be directed, with the 
aid of our consular and commercial agents, to procure full and 
accurate information as to the cust of all commodities imported 
from foreign countries, at the places whence exported during 
the monthsof July, August, and September, of the current year; 
the rates of insurance, freight, and commissions, customary at 
said places on said commodities imported into our principal 
commercial cities; the modes and terms of sales or commercial 
exchange, and the rates of wages in the different occupations 
and branches of labor; communicating to the Senate, as soon as 
practicable, all the above information, in federal currency, 
weights, and measures. 


THE EXPUNGING RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. BAYARD said he had a resolution to offer. 
It was not his purpose to press action upon it now; 
but merely to present it, and to let it lie on the 
table till the next session. It was a resolution to 
restore the journal of the Senate to what it was be- 
fore the passage of the expunging resolutions. He 
had been instructed by the Legislature of his State 
to effect the cbject inteaded by the resolution. He 
would have presented it sooner, but the Senate had 
been so pressed with important business, at all 
times, that a suitable opportnnity had not been 
offered him to have action on the resolution. He 
did not wish to oceupy the Senate with it, when 
there was so much important business pendng. 
Another reason which had induced him to dlay 
any movement in the matter was, that one of the 
States (Tennessee) was not represented here. He 
hoped at the next session that State would be re- 
presented, when he would have an opportunity to 
press the resolution. ‘The resolution (which was 
ordered to lie on the table and be printed) was not 
read. It was understood by the reporter to be of 
the same form as that submitted by the same Sena- 
tor at the last session. 


Mr. BENTON said the Senator from Delaware 
[Mr. Bayarp] had just submitted a resolution in 
Telation to the expunging resolution, which he 
gave notice he would call up at the next session. 
He (Mr. B.) wished to offer an amendment to that 
resolution, which he asked might be printed and 
laid on the table, to be taken up when the resolu- 
tion was. 


Mr. B. then sent to the table the following, 
which was read: 


Strike out all after the word “ResoLveD” and insert: 

“That the resolution expunging from the Senate journal the 
sentence of condemnation pronounced against President Jack- 
son for removing the public deposites from the Bank of the 
United States, commonly called ‘the Expunging Resolution, 
was an act done by the Senate in conformity to the will of the 
people, authentically expressed in the popular elections, and 
in the instructions from the General Assemblies of the States, 
after a full and fair submission of the question to the people 
and the States for their consideration and decision. And the 
said‘Expunging Resolution’ having been thus adopted in ac- 
cordance with such expressed will and instructions, it is in- 
compatible with the principles of representative Government, 
and inconsistent with the respgct due to the people and the 
States, and unbecoming the Senate, to act upon any proposi- 


“tion for rescinding the said ‘Ezpunging Resolution’ while 


the said instructions of the States, and the said expressed will of 
the people remain, as they now do, unrevoked and unaltered 
by any subsequent instructions or expression of the public 
will. 

“Resolved, That the thanks of the country are due to Gener- 
al Jackson, ex-President of the United States, for having, by his 
courage, patriotism, and sagacity, in removing the public de- 
posites from the Bank of the United States in 1834, and in 
placing his veto upon the renewed charter of that bank in 
1832, saved the Government and people of the United States 
from the pecuniary Joss, the politica) corruption, and the moral 
pollution, which a longer connexion with that institution must 
have brought upon them.” 


The amendment was laid on the table, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

On motion, the Senate then proceeded to the 
consideration of executive business; and, after 
some time spent therein, resumed legislative busi- 
ness; when 

The bill making appropriation to carry into effect 
the treaty with the Wyandot Indians, having been 
returned from the House with votes disagreeing to 
the two amendments of the Senate, (one of which 
provided for a claim arising out of a treaty with 
the Sioux Indians; and the other made appropria- 
tion to pay the expenses incurred by our Minister 
at Mexico, in liberating the Santa Fe prisoners,) 
was taken up; when : 

Mr. KING moved that the Senate recede from its 
amendments. The question being put, the motion 
was agreed to. 

The bill to regulate the pay and appointment of 
engineers in the United States navy, having been 
returned from the House with amendments, was 
taken up; and 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, the amendments were 
concurred in. 

The joint resolution of the House, authorizing 
the Secretary of the Navy to experiment with Colts 
submarine battery, to test its practicability for har- 
bor defence, having been returned from the House 
with an amendment to the amendments of the Sen- 
ate, it was taken up, and the amendment was con- 
curred in. 

The bill for the relief of certain companies of 
Missouri volunteers, commanded by Captain> 
Sconse, Stephenson, Pollard, and others, having 
been returned from the House with amendments, 
was taken up; and, 

On motion of Mr BENTON, the amendments 
were concurred in, 

The bill entitled An act allowing a drawback 
on goods re-exported in original packages to Chi 
huahua and Santa Fe, &ec., baving been returneda 
from the House wilh an entire substitute for the 
bill; was taken up for consideration. 

Mr. KING said the bill which passed the Senate 
was one intended for a special purpose, and was 
fully guarded against frauds; but the substituie 
adopted by the House was a general bill, which 
threw open the door to all kinds of fraud; he there- 
fore moved the indefinite postponement of the bill. 

Mr. LINN appealed to the Senator to withdraw 
the motion, to enable him to submit a motion to 
non-coneur; if this was done, he believed the 
House would recede. 

Mr. KING said he had no objection, if the Sen- 
ator thought the House would recede. 

The question was then put, and the Senate non- 
concurred in the amendment of the House, and the 
bill was returned to that body. 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, leave was granted 


to withdraw from the fijes of the 
pers of ibe bens of Dav e: Pettibone. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, leave was also 
eranted to Mary W. Thon.pson to withdraw her 
papers. 

On motion of Mr. BERRIEN, the Senate then 
proceeded to the consideration of executive busi- 
ness; and after a shert time spent therein, the doors 
were again opened. Wher the reporier entered, = 

Mr. LUNN was making a speech on the Oregon 
bill, of which be had moved to discharge the select 
committee on that subjeci trom the farther consid- 
eration, He all ged, as a reason why the bill 
was not pressed at the present session, the pending 
negotiations with Eogland. 

RETRENCHMENT AND REFORM. 

Mr. WOUDBURY called upon the Chair to 
have the report which was presented from the Re- 
trenchment Committee, by its chairman, [Mr. 
MOREBEAD,} read. 

The CHAIR replied that the Committee on Re- 
trenchment had mate no report. 

Mr. WOODBURY was understood to reply that 
the chairman of that committee (Mr. Moreneap] 
had promised on yesterday, when the proposition 
to appropriate an additional hundred thousand dol- 
Jars to cover the increased expenses of the judiciary 
department (which made $475,000 appropriated 
to that purpose this session) was under consid- 
eration, that he would, before the adjourn» 
ment, make a partial report on tbe subject of re- 
trenchment. He had expected, after so much 
noise at the commencement of the session, and 
such fair promises to the people, that that commit- 
tee would at least have redeemed a moiety of the 
promises made. : 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, the Committee on 
Military Affairs was discharged from the further 
consideration of tbe petiion of the armorers at 
Harper’s Ferry. ; 

On motion of Mr. KING, (the President pro tem. 
not being in the chair,) it was 


Unanimously resolved, That the thanks of the Senate he 
presented to Winns P. MANGUM for the ability and impartiality 
with which he has discharged his duties as President pro tent. 
of the Senate. 

A message was received from the House, an- 
nouncing the passage of a resolu'ion suspending 
the 16th and 17th joint rules of the two Houses, 
for t:e purpese of admittmg from the House “An 
act for the purchase of raw material for the sup- 
port of the penitentiary in the District of Colum- 
bia,” and asking ils concurrence by the Senate. 

The Senate then concurred in the suspension of 
the rale, and the bill was considered as in commit- 
tee of the whole, reported to the Senate, read the 
third time, and passed. ; . 

The Senate again proceeded to the consideration 
of executive business, and, after a short time spent 
thereon, resumed the consideration of legislative 
business; when “ 

Mr PRESTON submitted a joint resolution to 
provide for the payment of expenses incurred by 
the legation of the United States at Mexico, on 
account of the Santa Fe prisoners; which was con- 
sidered, read three several times, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, it was resolved that 
a committee be appointed on the part of the Senate, 
to join such committee as might be appointed on 
the part of the House, !o waiton the President, 
and inform him tha' the two Houses of Congress 
had finished all their legisla‘ive business, and, un~ 
less he had further communication t0 make to them, 
that they were prepared to adjourn sine die. 

On motion of Mr. LINN, the Committee on 
Agriculture were discharged frem the further con- 
sideration of the memorial of Smith, in favor 
of the establishment of an agricultural sehvol. 

RETRENCHMENT AGAIN. 

Mr. LINN inquired of the Chair whether the 
Committee on Retrenchment had yet asked to be 
discharged irom the further consideration of the 
subject of retrenchment and reform—a subject which 


èrate the pi~ 


———— A 
had occupied so many months of this session in 
talking about, and which had been gravely com- 
mitted to the keeping of that commitiee, after the 
yesolutions of the late Senator from Kentucky, 
(Mr. Clay,) which promised so much, were dis- 
posed of. 

The CHAIR replied, No; that no such motion 
had been made by the chairman of that committee. 

Mr. MOREHEAD (being seated, and appearing 
somewhat agitated at the interrogatory) made some 
remark not heard distinctly by the reporter. 

On motion of Mr. PHELPS, the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims was discharged from the 
consideration of all matters not acted on by that 
committee. 

A message was received from the House, an- 
nouncing the passage of the joint resolution to pay 
the expenses incurred on account of the Santa Fe 
prisoners; and’ aiso announcing the concurrence 
in the resolution of the Senate, to appoint a com 
mittee to wait on the President. . 

After some delay; 

Mr, EVANS, from the committee appointed to 
wait on the President, reported that that committee 
had performed its duty, and received in reply from 
the President that he had no further communica- 
tions of.a legislative character to make to Congress; 
but that, in consequence of the passage of the law 
for the reorganization of the Navy Department, he 
would have a communication of an executive 
character to lay before the Senate. And shortly 
afterwards, 

A message was received from the President, of 
an executive character; and which, in that charac- 
ter, the Senate proceeded to consider with closed 
doors. : f 

In a few minutes, the doors were again opened ; 


and | 

Mr. MANGUM rose and addressed the Senate, 
expressing the deep sense of gratitude he enter- 
tained for the uniform courtesy and kindness that 
body had extended to him whilst he had the honor 
of presiding over its deliberations during the pro- 
tracted and excited session. After concluding, he 
adjourned the Senate sine die. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
WEDNESDAY, August 31, 1842. 


THE PRESIDENT’S PROTEST. 


Mr. WISE rose, as soon as the journal of yes- 
terday had been read, and moved a correction of 


the journal. He offered a resolution for the amend- 
ment of the journal, by adding thereto the Presi- 
dent’s protest, which was the subject of the action 
of the House yesterday. On this he moved the 
previcus question. 

Mr. R. W. THOMPSON rose to a question of 
order. The House of Representatives, by a sol- 
emn vote, had determined that the President’s 
protest should not go upon the journal; and the 
gentleman from Virginia could not now ask to 
have inserted on the journal that which the House 
had determined should not go there. 

The SPEAKER made some observation, which 
-was not distinctly heard; but he was understood to 
decide against the motion of the gentleman from 
Virginia. 

Mr. WISE inquired whether the House had 


determined notto amend its journal. He appealed | 
from the decision of the Chair, and he wouid let the 
House see whether they could keep it off the jour- 


nal. 

Mr. McKENNAN moved to lay the appeal on 
the table. 

Mr. WISE. Why, that will put it on the jour- 
nal. He then demanded the yeas and nays, and 
they were ordered by tellers. 

A message was received frem the Senate an- 
nouncing that that body agreed to suspend the 
rules, so as to permit bills to be sent to the Presi- 
dent at this period of the session. 

Mr. WISE moved that the House concur in the 
resolution from the Senate. 


navy bill.) 


The yeas and nays being about to be taken on 


the appeal, 


{Loud cries of * No, 
no; if you persist in breaking up the House for 
want of a quorum, by ealling the yeas and nays on 
the appeal, you shall lose the reorganization of the 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. LINN moved a call of the House, which 
was negatived. s ` 

Mr. RAYNER asked what would be the result, 
if the appeal was either sustained or negatived? 
and whether the protest could be got on the journal 
under such circumstances? if so, it would be doing, 
‘by a trick, what the House had solemnly deter- 
mined not to do. ` 

The SPEAKER said there was a precedent, by 
which he should be guided. 

Mr. WISE. What! have Inot the right to get 
my motien on the journal? 

The Clerk commenced calling the roll; and after 
proceeding some time, 

Mr. WISE (who had been in consultation with 
some gentlemen) rose and inquired whether he 
could not withdraw his motion? 

The SPEAKER replied that the gentleman 
might withdraw his motion by universal consent. 

The motion was then withdrawn. 

The House next took up, and passed, the reso- 
lution to suspend the rules, so as to allow bills to be 
sent to the President; and several bills were ac- 
cordingly despatched. 

A joint resolution to prohibit the renewal of bills 
for private claims which had been rejected by Con- 
gress in any previous session, unless supported by 
additional proof, came up on its passage; and the 
previous question was moved and sustained. On 


` the vote being taken, it was found that there was 
` not a quorum in altendance. 


A motion was made for a call of the House, and 
negatived. 

Mr. BARNARD called for tellers, and they 
were ordered; and, having taken the vote, reported 
40 in the affirmative, and 61 in the negative— 
being less than a quorum. 

Mr. FILLMORE hoped the members who were 
in the lobbies would be invited to take their places. 

Various motions were made, and tellers called 
for, but no progress could be made. 

Mr. RAYNER, during these proceedings, rose 
and said: I object to gentlemen voting on both 
sides. [It wes understood that this course was 


| suggested to show that a quorum was present.] He 


also complained that a resolution had been passed, 
allowing bills to go to the President, when there were 
not 100 members in the House. 

After much confusion, the Speaker counted the 
House, and announced that there were 119 mem- 
bers present—being less than a quorum. 


Mr. FILLMORE said he supposed it would be 
in order to move an adjournment, and call the yeas 
and nays upon it, to ascertain how many were 
present. 

Mr. ADAMS objected to a motion for an ad- 
journment so near the end of the session, and he 
moved that the House take a recess for one hour; 
and on this he called for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved a call of the House; 
and on this he called for the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered. 

The SPEAKER peremptorily called the mem- 
bers to order—there being much confusion through 
the House. 

The yeas aud nays were then taken, and resulted 
in a vote of 108 yeas, 19 nays; so the motion for a 
call of the House was carried. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that all farther pro- 
ceedings under the call be dispensed with; there 
being a quorum present: carried. 

Mr. STANLY moved to discharge the Commit- 
tee of the Whole from the further consideration of 
the joint-resolution authorizing the Secretary of the 
Navy to tes‘, by experiment, the value of Mr. 
Coli’s sub-marine battery, and certain inventions 
to prevent the explosion of steam-boilers; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. WISE offered an amendment, to authorize 
the Secretary to test the inventions of others be- 
sides those named in’ the resolution, which Mr. 
STANLY accepted as a modification. 

The amendments of the Senate were then con- 
curred in. 


On motion by Mr. FILLMORE, the House re- 
solved itself into Committee of the Whole on the - 


state of the Union, (Mr. Barnarp of New York in 
the chair,) for the purpose of considering several 
bills returned from the Senate withamendments. 


| 


The committee first took up the bill making ap- 
‘propriations for certain fortifications of the United 
States for the year 1842, as amended in the Sen- 
ate; and the amendments having been read, 

Mr. ADAMS asked for the consideration of the 
amendments separately. 

The first amendnient, adding an appropriation of 
$10,000 for Fort Towson and an appropriation of 
$10,000 for Fort Smith, was concurred in. 

The second amendment, appropriating $20,000 for 
rebuilding Fort Gibson, in Arkansas, provided the 
Secretary of War should determine to rebuild it, 
was opposed by Messrs. ADAMS and STANLY, 


| and supported by Mr. WM. O. BUTLER; but, on 


taking the question, this amendment was disagreed 
to. 

The bill was then laid aside to be reported; and 
the ecmmittee then took up the bill making appro- 
priations for carrying into effect the treaty with the 


Wyandot Indians; which bill having been consid- 


_ ered, and no amendment offered, was laid aside to 


be reported. 


On motion by Mr. MALLORY, the committee 
took up and considered the bill authorizing the 
construction of a depot for charts and instruments 
for the navy of the United States; and no amend- 
ment having been offered, it was laid aside to be 
reported. : 


On motion of Mr. KING of Georgia, the bill 
No. 262, to regulate the appointment and pay of 
engineers in the navy, was next taken up. 

Mr. WISE offered an amendment, to limit the 
number of engineers to one chief engineer and 
two first, two second, two third, and three fourth 
assistant engineers, to each steamship; which was 
agreed to, and the bill was then laid aside to be 
reported. 


Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland moved that the 
committee take up the joint resolution providing 
for the relinquishment to the State of Maryland, 
on certain conditions, of the stock of the Govern- 
ment in the Chesapeake and Onio canal: rejected. 

On motion by Mr. FILLMORE, the committee 
rose and reported the several bills to the House; 


and 

Mr. WISE called for the previous question on 
concurrence. 

On the question of concurring in the report of the 
Committee of the Whole on the bill making ap- 
propriations for carrying into effect the treaty with 
the Wyandot Indians, 

Mr. TRIPLETT called for the reading of the 
bill, and for the yeas and nays. 


Mr. FILLMORE asked Mr. Wise to withdraw 
the call for the previous question, for the purpose 
of making an explanation; which was acceded to. 
Mr. F. begged leave to call the attention of the 
House to the fact, that this bill had not been ex- 
amined by a committee, and that two amendments 
had been inserted in the Senate, making appropria- 
tions, which had been rejected by the Committee of 
Ways and Means. He referred to the appropria- 
tion of $15,000, for the treaty with the Camanches, 
and for the treaty made by Mr. Doty with the 
Sioux. ‘Phese he would move to strike out. With 
regard to the appropriation for the judicial ex- 
penses, he would observe that it was to provide for 
the same amount that had been stricken out of the 
general appropriation bill, and which was indis- 
pensably necessary to carry on the judicial depart- 
ment. 

Mr. Firtmore’s amendment was agreed to; 
and the report of the committee, as amended, was 
concurred in. 

The bill concerning professors of mathematics 
in the navy, was read the third time, and passed. 

The bill to revive the act entitled An act to en- 
able claimants to lands in the States of Missouri 
and Arkansas to institute suits to try the validity of 
their titles, &c., being on its third reading, was, On 
motion of Mr. STANLY, laid on the table. 


- The bill allowing a drawback on foreign mer- 


chandise exported in the original packages to Chi» | 


huahva and Santa Fe, in Mexico, was taken up on 
its third reading. > 


an 


Mr. SPRIGG moved to lay it on the table. 7 


Mr. BLACK called for the yeas and nays; 
which were not ordered. 


i 


d 
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34, noes 92 —not a quorum. 


Tellers were called for, and the vote was taken 


by tellers—resulting in ayes 30, noes 93. 

So the motion to lay the bill on the table was 
rejected. 

Under the operation of the previous question, 
the bill was then read the third time, and passed. 

The next bill taken up was An act to revive and 
continue in force “An act supplementary to an 
act entitled Anact in addition to the act for the pun- 
istment of certain crimes against the United States, 
and to repeal the acts therein mentioned,” ap- 
proved 10th March, 1838. 

A motion was made to lay the bill on the tables 

but a quorum did not vote. Tellers were ordered; 
Dut still there was no quorum. - 
' Mr. ADAMS made some remarks on the bill, 
and then the vote was again taken on laying the 
bill on the table; but no quorum voted, there being 
but 43 in the affirmative, and 54 in the negative. 

M GAMBLE called for tellers; but no quorum 
voted. 

Mr. BIRDSEYE called for the yeas and nays, 
and they were ordered; and, on being taken, they 
resulted as follows: yeas 60, nays 57—being less 
than a quorum. 

Mr, R. W. THOMPSON said it was evident a 
quorum could not be kept together on that bill; and 
he hoped it might be laid aside, that other import- 
ant bills might be acted upon: and he doubted not 
a quorum would then be found. 

After some conversation, that bill was laid aside. 

Mr. WISE moved that the House resolve itself 
into Committee of the Whole; which was agreed 
to, after much confusion: and Mr. Boarpman took 
the chair. 

Mr. WISE moved to take up the bill in relation 
to naval schools. 

Mr. McKENNAN moved to lay aside that bill, 
for the purpose of taking up several District bills. 

Some confusion ensued; but, ultimately, as no 
quorum was present, the Chairman rose, and re- 
ported that fact to the House. 

Mr. MATHIOT moved a call of the House; 
which was ordered: and the Clerk called the roll. 

On motion by Mr. HOPKINS, the House re- 
solved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Boarpman of Connecticut 
in the chair,) and took up the bill to provide for the 
purchase of materials, and for the support of the 
penitentiary in the District of Columbia, fot the 
year 1842; and, no amendment being offered, the 
bill was reported to the House. 


Mr. THOMPSON of Indiana then moved the 
previous question; and, under its operation, the 
bill was ordered to be engrossed, and was finally 
read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. McKENNAN moved to suspend the rules, 
for the purpose of taking up the bill making an ap- 
propriation for paving Pennsylvania avenue: re- 
jected. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia offered a resolution to 
allow himself the usual pay and mileage, while at- 
tending at the extra session, contesting the seat 
held by the honorable Linn Banks. 

Mr. S. said that he offered this resolution him- 
self, rather than ask another gentleman to do 
it, because he wished to show that he was con- 
fident of the justice of the claim he made, and 
wished to stand right before the House and the 
country. 
of the extra session, he appeared here, to claim the 


seat to which he believed himself fairly elected, | 
He then, - 


and laid his petition before the House. 
on the summons of the Committee of Elections, 
appeared before that committee, with his competi- 
tor, and went on with the contest, till he overcame 
his majority. It was thea, upon the application of 
his competitor, and against his carnest remon- 
strance, that the case was postponed; and then they 
agreed to refer the matter to the people, who de- 
cided the contest in his favor. He made this claim, 
he said, to reimburse him for his expenses and loss 
of time while attending here to contest the seat to 
which he believed himself fairly entitled; and he 
repeated that he weuld not ask for or receive the 
money, if he did not feel himself justly entitled to 
it, Mr S. referred to all the similar cases thathad 


The facts were these: At the beginning | 


occurred in the House, to show that the pay and 
mileage had been allowed in ail of them. 

Mr. HALSTED, chairman of the Committee of 
Elections, made some observations corroborating 
the facts stated by Mr. S., and giving it as his 
opinion that the gentleman was justly entitled to 
the claim he made. - i 

Mr. TALIAFERRO also made some remarks in 
favor of the resolution. Mr. T. contended that 
this case came within the only useful precedent; 
and that was, where the contesting member showed 
that he had good grounds for contesting the seat of 
the sitting member. Mr. S.’s case was precisely 
of this nature; and he was, therefore, according to 
similar precedents, justly entitled to pay and mile- 
age. 

After some remarks from Mr. GAMBLE, and 
some further remarks from Mr. SMITH, the resolu- 
tion was amended, al the instance of the former, and 
accepted by the latter, so as to date the commence- 
ment of the pay from the date of Mr. S.s petition. 
In this form the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL offered a resolution, 
(which he prefaced with some remarks,) to give to 
the officers, clerks, pages, and messengers of the 
House, the same extra compensation as was given 
to themfat the close of tke long session of the last 
Congress. 

The resolution having been read, 

Mr. BLACK asked if it was in order to offer 
that resolution without a suspension of the rules? 

The SPEAKER said that the objection was too 
late; that the resolation had been received. 

Mr. BLACK contended that the resolution could 
not be received but by universal consent; and he 
objected. The resolution could only have been 
read for information. 

The SPEAKER overruled the gentleman’s ob- 
jections. 

Mr. INGERSOLL moved the previous question. 

Mr. BLACK moved to lay the resolution on the 
table. 

On this qvestion the Speaker announced the vote 
to be—ayes 39, noes 81; [no quorum voting. ] 

Tae SPEAKER said that there was evidently a 
quorum in the House, and that the question was 
decided in the negaiive. 

Mr. BLACK contended that there could be no 
decision without a quorum voting, and raised that 
point of order. 

The SPEAKER overruled the point of order. 

The previous question having been seconded, 

Mr. BLACK called for the yeas and nays on 
ordering the main question; but there being but 18 
in the affirmative, and 100 in the negative, the 
yeas and nays were not ordered—they not being 
desired by one-fifth of the members present, 

Mr. WELLER called fer tellers on ordering the 
main question; and the vole being taken in that 
way, there were 80 ayes and 18 noes—not a quo- 
rum. 

Mr. MASON of Ohio offered a joint resolution 
for ihe appointment of a committee, to join such 
committee as may have been appointed by the 
Senate, to wait on the President of the United 
States, and inform him that, if he has no further 
communication to make, 
ready to adjourn. 

Mr. CUSHING observed that that resolution 
was in the usual form, aad, perhaps, was true; 
but, before its adoption, he wished to lay before 
the House a statement mate by Mr. Webster, in 


| reply to the repor: of the select committee, of 


which the gentleman from Kentacky [Mr. Gar- 
RETT Davis] was chairman, in relation to the re- 
moval of Mr. Sylvester fiom a zlerkship in the 
War Department. He had for several days been 
wishing to get an opportunity to offer a resolution 
on this subject, so as to bring it before the House; 
but, not being able to do so, he gave notice that he 
would print Mr. Webster’s statement, with the ac- 
companying documents, in order that they might 
go abroad as a refutation of the charges made in 
the report he referred to. 

Mr. STANLY suggested that the House should 
order the printing of Mr, Webster’s statement. 


Cries of “Agrecd! agreed!” and the reading — 


was called for. R . 
The statement wag then read, explaining the cir- 


the two Houses are 


cumstances under which Mr. Sylvester called on 
Mr. Webster for the payment of a debt, as men- 
tioned in the report; but denying that at the time he 
caused Mr. Sylvester's removal, he had any recol- 
lection that he had ever called on him upon such 
business, or that it had at all influenced his conduct 
on that occasion. Mr. Webster admitted that he 
did cause the removal of Mr, Sylvester, by apply- 
ing to the Secretary of War for that purpose; but 
declared that it was in consequence of a gross 
slander circulated to his injury by Mr. S., in rela: 
tion to the appointment of Alexander Powell as 
consul at Rio Janeiro. 

The printing of the statement, with the accom- 
panying papers, was then ordered. id 

A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Dicxrns, tbeir secretary, with a joint resolution 
providing for paying the expenses incurred by the 
legation at Mexico, for subsistence and transporta- 
tion of the prisoners taken at Santa Fe, [$6,000;} 
which was, by general consent, read three times 
aad passed. e 

A message was received from the Senaté, by 
Mr. Dicxins, their Secretary, stating that the Sen- 
ate had passed a joint resolution for the appoint- 
ment of a committee, to join such committee as 
might be appointed by the House, to wait on the 
President of ‘he Uniled States, and inform him that, 
if he had no further communication to make, the 
two Houses were ready to adjourn. 

On motion of Mr. MALLORY, it was resolved 
that the select committee on the coast survey have 
leave to report, by bill or otherwise, at the next 
session. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL called up his resolntion 
allowing extra compensation to the officers of the 


House. 
Mr. BLACK moved to lay it on the table; 


when 

The SPEAKER said the motion was not in 
order. 

The question was then taken on ordering the 
main question, and the Speaker announced the 
vote to be—ayes 91, noes 45. 

Mr. BLACK. called for tellers, and the Speaker 
put the question, Will the House order the ques- 
tion to be taken by tellers? 

Only 21 members rising in the affirmative 

The SPEAKER said that tellers were not ore 
dered. 

Mr. BLACK ealled for a count of the nays. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will not count. 

Mr. BLACK. I appeal from the decision of the 


Chair. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will not put the 
appeal. 

The question being put on the adoption of the 
resolution— 

Mr. BLACK called for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered by the House—ayes 26, noes 95— 
more than one fifih of the members present voting 
in the affirmative. 

‘Mr. BLACK then rose to a question of order. 
Pointing to the clock, he said it was past 2 o’clock, 
the hour at which the two Houses had determined 
by joint resclution to adjourn. He put the ques- 
tion of order, whether the House could do any 
business after that hour. [It was then three minutes 
afier 2, by the House clock.] i 

The SPEAKER. The joint resolution requires 
the two Houses to adjourn at 2 o'clock to-day; but 
the Speaker is not the time-keeper of the House, 
If the House determined that it was not 2 o'clock, 
it was the business of the House, and not of the 
Speaker. The Chair would put the question on the 
resolution. 

Mr. REDING moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. GAMBLE called for the yeas and nays; but 
they were not ordered. 

The moticn to adjourn was then rejected—ayes 
30, noes 98. 

The question was then put on Mr, IncersoLt’s 
resolution at ten minutes past 2 o’clock; and the 
yeas and nays having been called over, , 

Mr. McKENNAN observed that it was evident 
that a quorum had not voted, and he heped, there- 
fore, by universal consent, the House would take 
up and concur in the Senate’s resolution for the 
appointment of a committee to wait on the Pres- 
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i ident.. Let us, said he, adjourn. withegt, disorder; 
the resolation is. evidently lost for want of a 


quorum. ’ 

Mr. BLACK said he was willing to take up the 
Senate’s resolution, if the one of Mr. INGERSOLL 
was given up. ; 

The resolution of the Senate was ihen adopted. 

Mr. CUSHING gave notice tbat, at the begin- 

ning of the next session ot Congress, he intended 
to introduce a bill for the reorganization of the 
Treasury Department. 
. Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland said he also gave 
notice that be would then introduce a bill providing 
for ihe issue. of two hundred millions of Govern- 
ment stocks, to bé distributed among the States. 
[Langhter.} _ a 

Mr. ARNOLD said that he wouid also give no- 
tice that. be intended, at the beginning of jhe next 


session, to introduce bill No. 548, to reduce the - 


pay and mileage of members of Congress, and the 
salaries of the different officers of Government, 
© [Continued laughter. ] 
Mr. McKENNAN. And I give notice that I 
intend to vote against that bill. i 

Mr. POPE gave notice of a bill he intended to 
introduce at the next session, the object of which 
he explained at length. It was, to appropriate the 
proceeds of the publie lands to the payment of the 
debts incurred by the States for internal improve- 
ments. It was to be connected with a bank, the 
stock of which was to be divided among the States. 
He disclaimed, however, going to. the extent pro- 
posed by his friend from Maryland, (Mr. Jounson;] 
and he disclaimed, also, any proposition for as- 
suming the debts of the States. 

-Mr. CUSHING, from the joint committee ap- 
pointed to wait on the President of the United 
States, and inform him that the two Houses of Con- 
gress, having finished the business before them, 
were ready to adjourn, unless he had some further 

` communications to make, reported that they had 
performed the duty assigned them, and had been 
answered by the President that he had no further 
communications to make to-Congress, 

On motion by Mr. ADAMS, 

Ordered, That a message be sent to the Senate, informing 


them that the House, having finished the business before it, was 
ready to adjourn. 


On motion by Mr. HOPKINS, the House ad- 
journed sine die. ` 
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REPORT 


OF THE CLERK OF THE NOUSE OF REPRESENTA- 
TIVES OF THE UNITED STATES, 


In compliance with the “Act to authorize the appoint- 
ment of additional paymasters, and for other pur- 
poses,” passed July 4, 1836, 


OFFICE of THE House or Reps, UNITED STATES, 
August 31, 1842. ? 
In obedience to the 6th section of the “Act to au- 
thorize the appointment of additional paymasters, 
and for other purposes,” passed July 4, 1836, which 
requires “the Secretary of the Senate and Clerk 
of the House of Representatives, as soon as may 
be after the close of each session of Congress, to 
publish a statement of all appropriations made 
during the session; and also a statement of the new 
offices created, and the salaries of each; and also a 
statement of the offices, the salaries of which. are 
increased, andthe amount of such increase,” the 
Clerk of the House of Representatives submits the 
accompanying statements. 
M. ST. CLAIR CLARKE, 
Clerk Ho. of Reps. 


Statement of appropriations made during the second 
session of the twenty-seventh Congress of the Uni- 
ted Statics of America, specifying the amount and 
object of each. 

H. R. No. 38. For the support of Government for 

the year eighteen hundred and forty-two. 


For pay and mileage of members of 


Congress and Delegates - - $400,000 
For pay of the officers and clerks of 

the Senate and House of Repre- 

sentatives -= - - - 25,000 
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For stationery, fuel, printing, and all 
other incidental and contingent ex- 
penses of the Senate - - 

For stationery, fuel, printing, and all 
other incidental and contingent ex- 
penses of the House of Representa- 
tives - - - - - 

H. R. No. 74. For pay and mileage 
of the members of Congress and 
Delegates from the Territories, in 
addition to the sum already appro- 
priated to that object during the 
present session - - : 

For pay of the officers and clerks of 
the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives, in addition tothe sum al- 
ready appropriated to that object 
during the present session - - 

For stationery, fuel, printing, and all 
other incidental and contingent ex- 
penses of the Senate, in addition to 
the sum already appropriated tothat 
object during the present session - 

For stationery, fuel, printing, and all 
other incidental and contingent ex- 
penses of the House of Represent- 
atives, in addition to the sum al- 
ready appropriated to that object 
during the present session - - 

For printing and binding ordered by 
the Senate during the twenty-sixth 
Congress, and remaining unpaid - 

For preparing, printing, and binding 
documents ordered by the resolu- 
tions of the Senate of the second 
of July, eighteen hundred and thir- 
ty-six, and March second, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-seven, relating 
to the establishment of the seat of 
Government; reports, plans, and 
surveys for improvements of har- 
bors and rivers, roads and canals, 
(to be disbursed under the direction 
of the committee to audit and con- 
trol the contingent expenses of the 
Senate; this sum being for printing 
and engraving done in pursuance 
of said resolutions prior to July, 
eighteen hundred and forty) - 

For a deficiency in the appropriations 
for the twenty-sixth Congress, on 
account of the contingent and inci- 
dental expenses of the House, 
namely: for printing, lithographing, 
binding, and books - ~ 

For the salary of the principal and 
two assistant librarians and the mes- 
senger of the library - - 

For contingent expenses, for carpet, 
and repairs to the furniture of the 

~ library - - - - 

For purchase of books for the library 
of Congress - - - 

For the purchase of law books for the 
library of Congress - - 

For the salary of the President of the 
United States - - - 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 


For the salary of the Secretary of 
State - - - - 
For clerks and messengers in his of- 
fice - - - - 
For incidental and contingent ex- 
penses of the Department of State, 
including publishing and distrib- 
uting the laws - - - 
For amount due, in addition to former 
appropriations, for compiling, print- 
ing, and binding the Biennial Re- 
gister - - 7 - 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 


For the salary of the Secretary of the 
Treasury - - - - 
For compensation to clerks and mes- 
sengers in his office - - 
For the salary of the First Comptrol- 
ler, and the compensation of the 
clerks ‘and messengers in his office 
For the salary of the Second Comp- 
troller, and the compensation of the 
clerks and messenger in his office 
For the salary of the First. Auditor, 
and the compensation of the clerks 
and messenger in his office - 


2 For the salary of the Second Audi- 


25,000 


100,000 


273,712 
12,500 


35,000 


50,000 


27,282 68 


12,250 


98,335 85 


tor, and the compensation of clerks 
and messenger in his office - 
For the salary of the Third Auditor, 
and the compensation of clerks 
and messengers in his office - 
For the salary of the Fourth Auditor, 
and the compensation of clerks and 
messenger in his office - - 
For the salary of the Fifth Auditor, 
and the compensation of clerks and 
messenger in his office - - 
For the salary of the Treasurer, and 
for the compensation of clerks and 
messenger in his office - - 
For the salary of the Register of the 
Treasury, and the compensation of 
clerks and messengers in his office 
For the salary of the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office, and the 
compensation of the recorder, 
solicitor, draughtsman, assistant 
draughtsman, clerks, messengers, 
and packers in his office ~ - 
For the salary of the Solicitor of the 
Treasury, and compensation to 
clerks and messenger in his office - 


DEPARTMENT OF WAR, 


For the salary of the Secretary of 
War - - - os 
For clerks and messengers in said 
office - - - - 
For the salary of the Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs, and the compen- 
sation of clerks and messengers in 
his office -~ - - - 
For the salary of the Commissioner of 
Pensions, and the compensation of 
clerks and messenger in his office - 
For the compensation of clerk in the 
office of the Commanding General 
For the compensation of clerks in the 
office of the Adjutant General - 
For the compensation of clerks and 
messenger in the office of the Quar- 
termaster General - - - 
For the compensation of clerks and 
messenger in the office of the Pay- 
master General - - - 
For compensation of clerks and mes- 
senger in the office of Commissary 
General of Purchases - - 
For the componen of clerks in the 
office of the Commissary General 
of Subsistence - Cai - 
For compensation of clerks in the 
office of the Chief Engineer - 
For compensation of clerk in the office 
of the Surgeon General ~ - 
For compensation of clerks in the of- 
fice of the Colonelof Ordnance - 
For compensation of clerks in_ the 
burean of Topographical Engi- 


neers - - - 
NAVY DEPARTMENT. 
For the salary ofthe Secretary of the 
Navy - - - - 
For compensation of clerks and mes- 
sengers in his office 
For salaries of the Commissioners of 
the Navy Board - - - 
For compensation of secretary of the 
Navy Board - - - 
For compensation of clerks, draughts- 
man, and messenger, in the office of 
said Board - = " - 
For this sum to pay arrearage for 
clerks’ salary heretofore appropri- 
ated, (the same having been car- 
ried to the surplus fund in the year 
eighteen hundred and thirty-five) - 
POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT. 
For salary of Postmaster General ~ 
For salary of three Assistant Post- 
masters General 
For compensation of clerks and mes- 
sengers in said office - x 
For compensation of two watchmen, 
at three hundred dollars each - 
For salary of Auditor for Post Office 
Department - - - - 
For compensation of clerks and mes- 
sengers in said office - = 
For repairs of the building lately oc- 
eupied by the Post Office Depart- 
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ment, under an agreement entered 
into between Amos Kendall, Post- 
master General, and B. Ogle Tay- 
loe, the proprietor of said building, 
on the sixteenth day of December, 


eighteen hundred and thirty six, to - 


put the same in a good and tenant- 
able condition - 


SURVERORS AND THEIR 
. CLERKS. 
For salary of surveyor general north- 
west of the Ohio - 7 
For compensation of clerks in his of- 
fice, peract of ninth May, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-six - 


For salary of surveyor generalin Illi. 


nois and Missouri - - - 
For compensatioff of clerks in his of- 
fice, per act of ninth May, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-six - - 
For salary of surveyor general of 
Arkansas - - - 5 
For compensation of clerks in his of- 
fice, per act of ninth May, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-six - - 
For salary of surveyor general of 
Louisiana - ~- = p 
For compensation of clerks in his of- 
fice, per act of ninth May, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-six - ~ 
For the salary of the surveyor general 
of Mississippi - - - 
For compensation of clerks in his of- 
fice, per act of ninth May, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-six - è 
For the salary of the surveyor general 
of Alabama - - - - 
For compensation of clerks in his of- 
fice, per act of ninth May, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-six - - 
For. salary of surveyor general of 
Florida - - - - 
For compensation of clerks in his of- 
fice, per act of ninth May, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-six - - 
For salary of surveyor general of 
Wisconsin and lowa, per act of 
twetfth June, eighteen hundred and 
thirty-eight - - - ~ 
For compensation of clerks in his of- 
fice, per act of twelfth June, eigh- 
teen hundred and thirty-eight - 
For salary of secretary to sign patents 
for pubiic lands =~ - - 
For salary of Commissioner of Pub- 
lie Buildings in Washington city = 
For compensation of two assistants to 
the Commissioner, as superintend- 
ent of the Potomac bridge, at one 
dollar and fifty cents per day, in- 
eluding oil for lamps, fuel, repairs, 
and for securing and delivering to 
the drawkeeper at the Potomac 
bridge the draws, timber, iron, &c., 
carried away by the ice freshet - 
For completing the requisite offices, 
fuel, vaults, water-closets, erecting 
the portico of the western wing, the 
colonnade, courts, pavements, and 
enclosures, including the amount 
due for lumber and materials for 
the Treasury building - 
For completing the work yet to be 
done, and to pay for labor and ma- 
terials due at the General Post Office 
building - - - - 
For erecting privies, grading and 
paving courts at the new jail, and 
erecting suitable furnaces for heat- 
ing the building - 5 - 
For pay of John Joyce, account al- 
lowed him by the board of com- 
missioners under resolution of Con- 
gress - - - - 
For enclosing Patent Office and 
grounds with wood pale fence, 
clearing grounds, planting trees, 
preparing and fixing window shut- 
ters - - - - - 
UNITED STATES MINT AND 
BRANCHES. 
For salary of the director of the mint 
at Philadelphia - - $ 
For compensation of the treasurer in 
said office “ - - - 


2,572 85 


2,000 


6,300 
2,000 


3,820 
1,500 


2,800 
2,000 


2,500 
2,000 


5,000 
2,000 


2,000 
2,000 


1,000 


1,500 


1,600 
1,500 
3,000 


1,650 


3,500 
2,900 


For compensation of chief coiner in 
said ofice - = Š 


For compensation of the assayer in, ` 


said office - = z a 
For compensation of melter and re- 
finer in said office - - - 


For compensation of engraver in said - 


office - - B - 
For compensation of the assistant as- 
sayer - A - à 
For compensation of one clerk at one 
thousand two hundred dollars, two 
at one thousand one hundred dol- 
lars, and one at one thousand dol- 
ars - - - 7 5 
For compensation to workmen in said 
office - - - - 
For specimens of ores and coins to be 
reserved at the mint - - 
For salary of the superintendent of 
the branch mint at Charlotte, North 
Carolina - - - = 
For compensation of assayer in said 
office - - - - 
For compensation of coiner’in said 
office - - - 
For compensation of one clerk - 
For compensation to workmen - 
For compensation of the superintend- 
ent of the branch mint at Dahlone- 
ga, Ga. - - - 
For compensation of the assayer 
For compensation of the coiner 
For compensation of one clerk 
For compensation of workmen 
For compensation of the superintend- 
ent of the branch mint at New Or- 
jeans - - - - 
For compensation of the treasurer - 
For compensation of the coiner - 
For compensation of the assayer -~ 
For compensation of the melter and 
refiner - - - - 
For compensation of two clerks, at 
twelve hundred dollars each - 
For compensation of workmen - 
For rebuilding flues of melting de- 
partment -~ - - - 
For iron rods for strengthening north 
and south wings of the mint - 
WISCONSIN TERRITORY. 
For the salary of the Governor of 
Wisconsin Territory, as Governor, 
one thousand five hundred dollars; 
as superintendent of Indian Affairs, 
one thousand dollars - - 
For compensation of three judges, a 
one thousand eight hundred dollars 
each - - - - - 
For compensation of secretary - 
For contingent expenses of the Terri- 
tory - - 


For compensation and mileage of the 


seta 


members of the Legislative Assem- 
bly, pay of officers, printing, sta- 
tionery, fuel, lights, enclosing the 
Capitol square, and all other inci- 
dental and miscellaneous objects ~ 
IOWA TERRITORY. 

For salary of Governor of lowa Ter- 
ritory, as Governor, one thousand 
five hundred dollars; as superintend- 
ent of Indian Affairs, one thousand 
dollars - ~- - - 

For compensation of three judges, at 
one thousand eight hundred dollars 
each - - - - - 

For compensation of secretary - 

For contingent expenses of the Terri- 
tory - - - - - 

For Zompensation and mileage of the 
members of the Legislative Assem- 
bly, pay of officers, printing, sta- 
tionery, fuel, postage, lights, furni- 
ture, rent, and all other incidental 
and miscellaneous objects - - 

For the arrearages of expenses for the 
Legislative Assembly of the Terri- 
tory of Iowa, for the present and 
previous years, the accounts for 
which shall first be audited and al- 


lowed by the proper accounting offi- 
cers of the treasury - 
FLORIDA TERRITORY. 


For salary ofthe Governor ~ - 


2,000 
2 ,000 
2,000 
2,000 
1,300 


4,400 
24,000 
200 


2,000 
1,500 


1,500 
1,000 
3,500 


2,000 
1,500 
1,500 
1,000 
2,880 


2,500 
2,000 
2,000 
2,000 


20,000 


20,175 


For compensation of four judges, at 
one thousand eight hundred dollars 
each; and one, at two thousand three 
hundred dollars | - - = 

For compensalion of secretary - 

For contingent expenses of the Terri- 
tory - - - - - 

For compensation and mileage of the 
members of the Legislative Coun- 
cil, pay of officers, stationery, fuel, 
printing, rent, furniture, and all 
other incidental and contingent ob- 
jects - ` - ~- - - 

JUDICIARY. 


For the salary of the Chief Justice of 
the Supreme Court - - - 
For the salaries of eight associate 
judges, at four thousand five hun- 
dred dollars - - - 
For the salary of the district judge of 
Maine - - - 
For the salary of the district judge of 
New Hampshire - - - 
For the salary of the district judge of 
Massachusetts - - - 
For the salary of the district judge of 
Vermont - - = - 
For the salary of the district judge of 
Rhode Island - - - 
For the salary of the district judge of 
Connecticut - - - 
For the salary of the district judge of 
New York, northern district - 
For the salary of the district judge of 
New York, southern district - 
For the salary of the district judge of 
New Jersey - - - 
For the salary of the district judge of 
Pennsylvania, eastern district - 
For the salary of the district judge of 
Pennsylvania, western district - 
For the salary of the district judge of 
Delaware - - - - 
For the salary of the district judge of 
Maryland - - - - 
For the salary of the district judge of 
Virginia, eastern district - - 
For the salary of the district judge of 
Virginia, western district - - 
For the salary of the district judge of 
Kentucky - - - - 
For the salary of the district judge of 
Tennessee - - - - 
For the salary of the district judge of 
Ohio - - - - 
For the salary of the district judge of 
North Carolina - - - 
For the salary of the district judge of 
South Carolina - - - 
For the salary of the district judge of 
Georgia - - - - 
For the salary of the district judge of 
Louisiana - -. - - 
For the salary of the district judge of 
Mississippi - a - - 
For the salary of the district judge of 
Indiana - - - 7 
For the salary of the district judge of 
Illinois - - - - 
For the salary of the district judge of 
Alabama - - - - 
For the salary of the district judge of 
Missouri - - - = 
For the salary of the district judge of 
Michigan - - - - 
For the salary of the district judge of 
Arkansas - - - - 
For the salary of the chief justice of 
the District of Columbia - - 
For the salary of two associate judges, 
at two thousand five hundred dol- 
lars each -~ - - - 
For the salary of the judge of the 
criminal court - - - 
For the salary of the judge of the or- 
phans’ court of Washington county 
For the salary of the judge of the or- 
phans’ courtof Alexandria county 
For the salary of the attorney general 
of the United States - - 
For the compensation of the clerk and 
messenger - = af i ee 
For the compensation of the district 
attorneys of Maine, New Hamp- 
shire, Vermont, Rhede Island, Con- 


necticut, New York, (northern dis- 
trict,) New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
{western district,). Delaware, , Vir- 
ginia, (eastern district,) Virginia, 
(western district,) Tennessee, (east- 
ern .district,) Tennessee, (western 
district,) Tennessee, (Jackson, dis- 
trict,) Kentucky, Ohio, North Caro- 
lina, Georgia, Louisiana, (western 
district,) Mississippi, (northern dis- 
trict,) and Mississippi, (southern 
district,) Indiana, Illinois, Alabama, 
(northern: district,} Alabama ,(south- 
ern district,) Missouri, Michigan, 
Arkansas, Florida,(eastern district, ) 
Florida, (middle district,) Florida, 
(western district,) Florida, (south- 
em district) Florida, ( Appalachi- 
cola district,) and Iowa, each two 

, hundred dollars - 2 
For compensation of the district at- 
torney of South Carolina, from 
April twenty-seven, eighteen hun- 
dred and. forty-one, to December 
thirty-one, eighteen hundred and 
forty-two - - - - 
For compensation of the district at- 
torney of the eastern district of 
Lonisiana - - - - 
For compensation of the district at- 
torney of Wisconsin - - 
For compensation of. marshals for the 
districts of Maine, New Hampshire, 
Vermont, Rhode Island, Connecti- 
cut, New York, (northern district,) 
New Jersey,Pennsylvania, (western 
district,) Delaware, Virginia, (east- 
ern district,) Virginia, (western dis- 
trict,) Kentucky, Ohio, Tennessee, 
(eastern district, Tennessee, ( west- 

- ern district,) Tennessee, (Jackson 
district,) Louisiana, (eastern dis- 
trict,) Louisiana, (western district,) 
Mississippi, (northern district and 
southern district,) Indiana, Hlinois, 
Alabama, (northern district,) Ala- 
bama, (southern district,) Missouri, 
Michigan, Arkansas, Florida, (east- 
ern district,) Florida, (middle dis- 
triet,) Florida, (western district,) 
Florida, (southern district,) Florida, 
(Appalachicola district,) Wiscon- 
ae and Iowa, each two hundred dol- 
ars - - - - 
For compensation of marshal for the 
district of North Carolina - 
For defraying the expenses of the 
supreme, circuit, and district courts 
of the United States, including the 
District of Columbia; also, for 
jurors and witnesses, in aid of the 
funds arising from fines, penalties, 
and forfeitures, incurred in the year 
eighteen hundred and forty-twoand 
preceding years; and likewise] for 
defraying the expenses of suits in 
which the United States are con- 
cerned, and of prosecutions for 
offences committed against the Uni- 
ted States, and for the safe-keeping 
of prisoners, including expenses 
under the bankrupt law, and also 
including thirty thousand dollars 
arrearages for last year - - 

MISCELLANEOUS. 


Annuities and grants: Josiah H. 
Webb, per act of twelfth Decem- 
ber, eighteen hundred and eleven, 
fitly dollars; Rachael Dohrman, per 
act of third March, eighteen hun- 
dred and seventeen, three hundred 
dollars; Elizabeth ©. Perry, per act 
of second March, eighteen hundred 
and twenty-one, four hundred dol- 
lars; Elizabeth M. Perry, per act 
of second March, eighteen hundred 
and twenty-one, one hundred and 
fifty dollars - - - 

For survey of the coast of the United 
Sates, including compensation to 
superintendent and assistants - 

For the continuation of the survey of 
the northern. and southern lakes of 
the United States - - A 

For completing survey of the bound- 


6,800 


366 11 


6,500 
400 


375,000 


900 
100,009 


20,000 


X 
= 2 
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ary between the State of Michigan 
and Territory of Wisconsin - 
To enable the President of the United 
States to cause to be made and com- 


pleted an exploration and survey, 


of that part of the northeastern 
botindary line of the United States 


andthe adjacent country which sep-- 


arates the States of Maine and New 
Hampshire from the British prov- 
inces, and for completing maps of 
surveys already made, and other 
work, according to estimates - 
For salaries of the two keepers of the 
public archives in Florida - - 
For allowance to law agent, assistant 
counsel, and district attorney, under 
acts providing for settlement of 
private land claims in Florida - 
For expenses in relation to the relief 
of certain insolvent debtors of the 
United States 
For the support and maintenance of 
the penitentiary of the District of 
Columbia, in addition to an unex- 
pended balance of nine thousand 
three hundred and eighty-four dol- 
lars - - - - - 
To make good a deficiency in the year 
eighteen hundred and forty-one, in 
the fund for the relief of sick and 
disabled seamen, as established by 
the act of the third May, eighteen 
hundred and three - - - 
To complete and put in a suitable 
condition for occupation the marine 
hospital at Mobile - - - 
For the custom-house at Boston - 
For payment of such amount as shall 
be found due by the select commit- 
tee, appointed in the House of 
Representatives on the thirteenth 
day of May, eighteen hundred and 
forty-two, for superintendence, work 
done, and materials furnished in 
completing the custom-house, New 
York - - - - 
For expenses of sixth census, inclu- 
ding printing statistics and reports, 
enumeration of inhabitants and ad- 
dendnm, and census of pensioners 
for revolutionary and military ser- 
vices, ten thousand copies cach -~ 
For the removal of the statue of Wash- 
ington, under the direction of a 
joint committee of both Houses of 
Congress - - - - 
For expenses incident to the issue of 
treasury notes heretofore author- 
ized - - - - - 


LIGHT-HOUSE ESTABLISH- 


MENT. 


For supplying light-houses, containing 
two thousand six hundred and fifty- 
two jamps, with oil, tube glasses, 
wicks, buff skins, whiting and cot- 
ton cloth, transportation, and keep- 
ing the apparatus in order - 

For repairs, refitting, and improve- 
ments of light- houses, and buildings 
connected therewith - - 

For salaries of two hundred and thir- 
ty-six keepersof light-houses, (sev- 
enteen of them being charged with 
two lights each, and one with 
three) - - - - 

For salaries of thirty keepers of float- 
ing lighis - - - - 

For seamen’s wages, repairs, and sup- 
plies to thirty floating lights = 

For weighing, mooring, cleansing, re- 
‘pairing, and supplying the loss of 
beacons, buoys, chains, and sink- 
ers - - - - - 

For expenses of examining annually 
ihe condition of the light-honses, 
four thousand dollars; and for su- 
perintendents’ commissions, at two 
anda halfper cent., eleven thous- 
and two hundred and fifteen dollars 

Tor completing the dike (from Goat 
Island, Newport, Rhode Island) end 
removing the light to the new light. 
hous - - - - 
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116,735 96 
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94,038 33 
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25,499 12 


INTERCOURSE WITH FOREIGN 
NATIONS. 

For salaries of the ministers of the 
United States to Great Britain, 
France, Russia, Prussia, Austria, 
Spain, Mexico, and Brazil - 

For salaries of secretaries of legation 
to the same places - - - 

For salaries of the charges des af- 
faires to Portugal, Denmark, Swe- 
den, Holland, Belgium, Chili, 
. Peru, Venezuela, New Granada, 
Texas, Naples, and Sardinia - 

For outfits of chargés des affaires to 
Sweden, Belgium, New Granada, 
and Holland - - - 

For salary of the minister resident to 
Turkey - - - 4. = 

For salary of a dragoman to the lega- 
tion to ‘Turkey - - - 


i! For contingent expenses of foreign 


intercourse ~ - - - 
For contingent expenses of all the 
missions abroad -~ - - 
For salary of the consul at London 
For the relief and protection of Amer- 
ican seamen in foreign countries - 
For clerk-hire, office rent, and other 
expenses of the office of the consul 
at London ~ - - - 
In full for the balance of expenses of 
running and marking the boundary 
line between the United States and 


Texas - ~- - - 
For salaries of the commissioner and 
surveyor `- - - 


For the benefit of the legal represen- 
tatives of Edward Lee, (beinga re- 
appropriation of the amount speci- 
fied in the act of March seven, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-two, 
for the relief of Edward Lee) - 


POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT. 


For the service of the General Post, 
Office for the year eighteen hundred 
and forty-two, in conformity to the 
act of second of July, eighteen hun- 
dred and thirty-six, four million 
four hundred and eighty-five thous- 
and nine hundred dollars, viz: 

For transportation of the mail 

For compensation of postmasters =~ 

For ship, steamboat, and way letters - 

For wrapping paper - - ~ 

For office furniture (for offices of post- 


masters) - - = 
For advertising ~ - z 
For mail bags - - - p 
For blanks - - £ 


For mail locks, keys, and stamps ~- 
For mail depredations and special 
agents aie a; i - 
For clerks for “offices (i. e. to deputy 
postmasters) - - - 
For miscellaneous - - - 


— 


3, 


72 ,000 
16 ,000 


352 


150,000 
915,000 
20,000 
16,800 


4,600 
33,500 
20,000 
30,000 
10,000 


28,000 


200,000 
58,000 


8,655,951 16 


H. R. 79. For the rclief and protec- 
tion of American seamen in toreign 
countries -~ - - - 

H. R. 100. For the repair of the cus- 
tom-house in Providence, Rhode 
Island - = - - 

H.R. 468. For establishing an aux- 
iliary watch in the city of Wash- 
ington = - - - 

H. R. 469. For erecting and lighting 
lamps on Pennsylvania avenue ~- 

H. R. 557. For purchasing materials, 
and for the support of the peniten- 
tiary in the Disiriet of Columbia - 

H. R. 446. For certain expenses in the 
erection of a penitentiary in the 
Territory of [lowa - - = 

Senate 88, To provide for an insane 
hospital for the District of Columbia 

Senate $4. For the relief of the Plumb 
Island Bridge and Turnpike Com- 
pany - - < > 

186. To provide for the reports of 

ons of the Supreme Court - 

S. 226. Fora new edition of the laws 


S. 


of the United States oa X 
8,264 For the permanent employ ment 


$15,000 


1,000 


7,000 
2,500 


7,965 


983 


in the Post Office Department. of 
certain clerks - - 

8S. 315. For defraying expenses of the 
Supreme, Circuit, and District 
Courts - - o - 


H.R. 639. For such necessary objects as 
have. been usually included in. the 
general appropriation bills without 
authority of taw, for certain in- 
cidental expenses of the Departments 
and other offices of the Government. 


L IN THE DEPARTMENT OF 
STATE. 


One superintendent of the northeast 
executive building, attwo hundred 
and fifty dollars; and three watch- 
men, at three hundred and sixty- 
five dollars each. 


2. IN THE TREASURY DE- 
PARTMENT. 


In the First Comptroller’s office, one 
assistant messenger, at three hun- 
dred and fifty dollars. 

Inthe First Auditor’s office, one addi- 
tional clerk, at one thousand dol- 
lars. 

In the Second Auditor’s office, one 
additional clerk, at one thousand 
dollars, until the second of April, 
eighteen hundred and forty-three. 

In the Third Anuditor’s office, three 
additional clerks: two at one thou- 
sand one hundred and fifty dol- 
lars. each, and one at one thousand 
dollars. 

In the Fourth Auditor’s office, one 
clerk, at twelve hundred dollars. 
In the Fifth Auditors office, two 
clerks, under the act of seventh 
July, eighteen hundred and thirty- 
eight, at one thousand dollars each. 

The compensation of the clerk author- 
ized by the act of May twenty-six, 
eighteen hundred and twenty-four, 
in the Treasurer’s office, is hereby 
increased to one thousand dollars; 
and the compensation of the clerk 
in the same office authorized by the 
act of July two, eighteen hundred 
and thirty-six, is hereby increased 
to one thousand two hundred dol- 
lars. 

In the office of the Register of the 
Treasury, one loan clerk, (to take 
effect from fifteenth April, eighteen 
hundred and forty-two,) at one 
thousand four hundred dollars, 

In the office of the Solicitor of the 
Treasury, three additional clerks, 
at one thousand one hundred and 
fifty dollars each; and one law 
clerk, at fifteen hundred dollars. 

One superintendent of the southeast 
executive building, at five hundred 
dollars; and eight watchmen, at 
three hundred and sixty-five dollars 
each. 


3.IN THE WAR DEPARTMENT. 


In the office of the Commanding 
General, one messenger, at five 
hundred dollars. 

In the office of the Adjutant General, 
one messenger, at five hundred dol- 
lars. 

In the office of the Commissary Gen- 
eral of Subsistence, one additional 
clerk, at one thousand dollars; one 
messenger, five hundred dollars. 

In the office of the Commissioner- of 
Pensions, one messenger, at seven 
hundred dollars, until the first day 
of January next; after which there 
shall be two messengers only in 
said office, at a compensation of 
five hundred dollars each. 

In the office of the Chief Engineer, 
one messenger, at five hundred dol- 
ars, 

In the office of the Surgeon General, 
one clerk, at one thousand one hun- 
dred and fifty dollars; and one 
messenger, at five hundred dollars. 

In the office of the Colonel of Ord- 


T 


” CONGRESSIONAL- GLOBE.. 


nance, one messenger, at five hun- 
dred dollars. 


| In the bureau of Topographical En- 


gineers, two clerks, each one thous- 
and, one at one thousand four hun- 
dred, and one messenger at five 
hundred dollars. 

One superintendent of the northwest 
executive building, at two hundred 
and fifty dollars; and four watch- 
men, at three “hundred and sixty- 
five dollars each. ` 


4, IN THE NAVY DEPART- 
MENT. 


Inthe Navy Commissioners’ office— 
Two additional clerks, at one thous- 
and four hundred dollars each. 


_ Two additional clerks, at one thous- 


and two hundred dollars each. 

One superintendent of the southwest 
executive building, at two hundred 
and fifty dollars; and three watch- 
men, at three hundred and sixty- 
five dollars each. 


5. IN THE OFFICE OF THE 
SERGEANT-AT-ARMS, IN 
THE HOUSE OF REPRE- 
SENTATIVES. 


One messenger, at the daily compen- 
sation received by the other messen- 
gers of the House of Representa- 
tives, and in lieu of one of them. 


6. IN THE OFFICE OF THE 
ATTORNEY GENERAL. 


One messenger, five hundred dollars. 
In the Supreme Court of the United 

States, one reporter shall be ap- 

pointed by the court, with the salary 

of twelve hundred and fifiy dollars. 
The assistant librarian of the library 
of Congress shall receive eleven 
hundred and fifty dollars, and the 
messenger seven hundred dollars 
per annum, to take effect from the 
first day of January, eighteen hun- 
dred and forty-two, in lieu of their 
pren compensation. 

e clerk in the office of the Sec- 
tary of the Navy, whose salary was 
fixed at eight hundred dollars by 
the act of the twentieth of April, 
eighteen hundred and eighteen, 
shall receive, in addition thereto, 
two hundred dollars. 

The Secretary of the Treasury be, 
and he is hereby, authorized to 
employ an additional clerk, as as- 
sistant in his office, at a salary of 
eighteen hundred dollars per an- 
num; and the Superintendent of 
Indian Affairs at St. Louis be, and 

. he hereby is, authorized to employ 
one clerk, at a compensation of 
twelve hundred dollars, in lieu of 
the two clerks authorized by the 
actof May ninth, eighteen hundred 
and thirty-six, and so much of said 
last mentioned act as authorizes the 
employment of two clerks is hereby 
repealed. 

The several offices and employments 
hereinbefore mentioned are hereby 
made and declared to be lawful, to 
all intents and purposes whatever, 
and the respective heads of de- 
partments, under whom the same 
are held and exercised, are hereby 
authorized and empowered to fill 
the same, and to continue the ex- 
ercise and discharge thereof, at the 
salaries aforesaid, until the first 
day of July, eighteen hundred and 
forty-four, except such as are other- 
wise limited in this act: Provided, 
That in all cases where any of 
the atorementioned officers, or other 
persons herein authorized to be 
employed, have already been em- 
ployed, and are now in the dis- 
charge of their respective duties, 
or have been so since the first day 
of January last, under the author- 
ity of former appropriation bills, 
at a diferent rate of compensation 


than is hereby-authorized and af- 
fixed totheir respective places, they 
shall be entitled to réceive the same 
rate of compensation heretofore al- 
lowed, and at which they have 
been retained in employment, from 
the first day of January last to the 
time of the passage of this act. 
To the objects herein specified - 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 


For distributing the aggregate returns 
of the sixth census - - 
For purchasing and preparing indices 
tothe manuscript papers of the Con- 
gress of the Confederation, and to 
the Washingion papers, deposited 
in the Depariment of State - 
NAVY DEPARTMENT., 


In the Secretary’s office: 
For blank books, binding, and sta- 
tionery - - - 
Forextraclerk-hire - - 
Forprinting - - - 
For labor - - - 
For miscellaneous items - 
For newspapers and periodicals 
In the Navy Commissioners’ Office: 
For blank books, binding, and sta- 
tionery - - - - 
For extra clerk-hire ~- - - 
For labor - - - - 
For miscellaneous items - - 
For the southwest executive build- 


ing: 
Forlabor -~ - - - 
For fuel and light -~ - - 
For miscellaneous items ~ 4 
For the northeast executive build- 
ing: 
For Jabor - - - - 


For fuel and light - - ž 
For miscellaneous items 


WAR DEPARTMENT. 


In the office of the Secretary of War: 
For blank books, binding, and sta- 
tionery - eae 
For newspapers and periodicals 

For labor - - - 
For printing - ~ 
For miscellancous items 
For books, maps, and plans - 
For extra clerk-hire - TE - 
In the office of the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs: 
For blank books, binding, and sta- 
tionery - - - - 
For labor - - " - 
For miscellaneous items - - 
In the office of the Commissioner 
of Pensions: 
For blank books, binding, and sta- 
tionery - - - - 


For printing - - - - 

For fuel ~ - - - 

For miscellaneous items - as 

In the office of the Commanding 
General: 


For miscellaneous items - 
In the office ofthe Adjutant General: 
For blank books, binding, and sta- 
tionery - - - z 
For miscellaneous items ~ ~ 
In the office of the Quartermaster 
General: | 
For blank books, binding, and sta- 
tionery - - ~ = 
For labor - - - 
For printing - oe 7 
For miscellaneous items - - 
In the office of the Commissary Gen- 
eral of Purchases: . 
For blank books, binding, and statton- 
ery - < - - - 
For miscellaneous items — ~- 
In the office of the Commissary Gen- 
eral of Subsistence: f 
For blank books, binding, and station- 


ery - - 
For extra clerk-hire - 
For priming and adverusing 
For jabor - ~- 
For fuel - - 


For miscellaneous Hems 


eee eve 
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8,000 
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` in the office of the Paymaster Gen- 


eral: : 

For blank books, binding, and station- 
ery - A > > “ 
For fuel -- - - 2 
For miscellaneous items - = 

In the office ðf the SurgeonGeneral: 
For blank books, binding, and station- 


ery | - 4 = z is 
For printing =” - - - 
For fuel a) - - - 
For: miscellaneous items - - 


In the office of the Chief Engineer: 
For blank books, binding, and station- 


ery - - a 
For priating - - - e 
For fuel - - -= = 


For miscellaneous items 
In the office of the Colonel of Ord- 


nance: 
For blank books, binaing, and station- 
ery - - - - - 
For ane - - - . 
For fuel - - - - 
For miscellaneous items - . 
` Inthe Bureau of Topographical En- 

_ . gineers: 
For the support of the light-house on 
the Delaware breakwater - 
For blank books, binding, and station- 
ery, ~ = 7 - z 
For labor - - - - 
For fuel - - - -, 
For miscellaneous items - - 


Inthe northwestexecutive building: . 
For labor - - - - 
For fuel and light -~ - - 

_ For miscellaneous items ~~ - 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 


~” In the office of the Secretary of the 
Treasury: 
For blank books, binding, and station- 
ery - - - - 
For newspapers and periodieals - 
For labor - - - 
For extra clerk-hire . - - - 
For printing (including the printing 
of the public accounts) ~ - 
For sealing ship registers - - 
For miscellaneous items - - 
For transiating foreign languages ~ 
In the office of the First Comptroller: 


For blank books, binding, and sta- 
lionery - - - = 
For labor - - . z 


For extra clerk-hire - - - 

For completing indices to public doc- 
uments in the First Comptroller’s 
office - - - - 

For misecl'aneous items - - 
In the office of the First Auditor: 


For blank books, binding, and sta- 

tionery - - - - 
For labor - - - - 
For extra elerk-hire - - - 
For miscellaneous items - - 


In the office of the Second Auditor: 


For. blank books, binding, and sta- 

tionery > = b $ 
For Jabor - - - - 
For extra clerk-bire - ~ ~ 
For miscellaneous Hems — -~ - 


In the office of the Fourth Auditor: 
For blank bcoks, binding, and sta- 
tlonery - - - 
For labor - a - 
For extra elerk-hire - - 
For priniing - - - 
For misevilaneous items > 
In the office ofthe Fifth Auditor: 
For blank books, binding, and sta- 
lionery - - - - 
For labor - - - 
For extra clesk-hire - z = 
For miscellaneous items - 
th the Treasurer’s office: 
For blank books, binding, and sta- 


ees bag 


tionery - - - 
For labor - - - - 
For printing - - - - 
For miscellaneous items - - 


In the Solicitors office: 
For blank books, binding, and sta- 
thunery - - - -= 
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For labor -> 

For extra clerk-hire 
In the Register’s office: 

For blank books, binding, and sta- 


lionery - $ = 
For labor -; = - = 
For printing - - - S 


For miscellaneous items (including 
one thousand: dollars for cases for 
the preservation of the records) ~ 
For the General Land Office: . . 

-For blank books, binding, and sta- 


tionery, and parchments '- - 
For labor - - - - 
For printing - - - - 
For miscellaneous items - - 


For office of the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office: for arrear- 
ages, since eighteen hundred and 
thirty-four, of cost of printing pat- 
ents, publishing proclamations, 
printing circulars and blank forms 
for the land offices - - - 

For compensation of extra clerks and 
draughtsmen in the offices of the 
surveyors general, to transcribe 
field notes of survey, for the pur- 
pose of preserving them at the seat 
of Government, in addition to the 
unexpended balances of former ap- 


propriations - - - 
For office of surveyor general north- 
west ot the Ohio ~ - - 
For office of surveyor general of 
Wisconsin and lowa - - 
For the office of surveyor general of 
Illinois and Missouri - - 
For office of surveyor general of Ar- 
kansas ~- - - - 
For office of surveyor general of 


Louisiana - - - - 
For surveying in the State of Louis- 
iana, to be expended at a rate of not 
exceeding eight dollars a mile, re- 
quired in part to pay deficiencies 


in existing appropriations - - 

In southeast executive building: 
For labor - - - - 
For fuel and light -~ - - 
For miscellaneous items - - 


ln the Auditor’s Office of the Pos 
Office Department: j 
For blank books, binding, and sta- 


tionery - - - - 
For printing blanks -~ - - 
For labor - - - 


For continuing fourteen temporary 
clerks to January first, eighteen 
hundred and forty three, employed 
under the act of September ninth, 
eighteen hundred and forty-one - 

For miscellaneous it’ ms - - 

For blank books and printing, prior 
to May, eighteen hundred and forty- 
two - - - 


POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT. 


For blank books, binding, and station- 

ery -~ - - - 
For newspapers and periodicals - 
For fuel and oil, including arrearages 


For miscellaneous items - - 
For printing - ~= - - 
For Jabor - - - - 


For one day watchman - - 
For compensation of temporary clerks 
UNITED STATES MINT AND 

BRANCHES 
For coinage expenses, including ma- 
terials and implements, fuel, new 
machinery and repairs of old, die 
making, aud wastage of gold and 
silver, at the Philadelphia mint -~ 
For bouse expense-, including water- 
rent and taxes, repairs, lighting, 
cleaning, and watching at the same 
For office expenses, including station- 
ery and postage ~ - Š 
For comage expenses, inclading ma- 
terials and implements, fuel, re- 
pairs, and wastage of gold, at the 
i Charlotte branch mint - - 
} For house expenses, fincluding re- 
pairs, lighting, and cleaning at the 
same - - - 2 


22,628 


68 


1 


~ 


For office expenses, including station- 
ery and postage at the same - 
For coinage expenses, including ma- 
terials and implements, fuel, re- 
pairs, and wastage of gold, at Dah- 
lonega branch mint - - 
For house expenses, including repairs, 
lighting, and cleaning at the same 
For office expenses, including station- 
ery and postage at the same - 
For coinage expenses, including ma- 
terials and implements, fuel, re- 
pairs, and wastage of gold and sil- 
ver, at the New Orleans branch 
mint - - - - 
For house expenses, including water- 
rent and taxes, repairs, lighting, 
cleaning, and watching -~ - 
For office expenses, including station- 
ery and postage - - ~ 
For annual repairs of the Capitol, at- 
tending furnaces and water ciosets, 
lamp lighting, oil, laborers on Capi- 
tol grounds, tools, keeping iron 
pipes and wooden fences in order, 
attending atthe western gates, gar- 
dener’s salary, and top dressing for 
plants - - - . 
For annual repairs of the President’s 
house, gardener’s salary, horse 
and cart, laborers, tools, and top- 
dressing for plants - - 
For repairs of fence on Pennsylva- 
nia avenue fronting tbe War and 
Siate Departments, and fence of 
Presidenv’s garden - - 
For taking down and removing the 
two furnaces beneath the hall of 
the House of Representatives, and 
building three new ones on the 
floor below the crypt, excavating 
a coal vault, constracting addition- 
al fiues for hot and cold air for the 
better ventilation of the hall and 
passages -~ - - - 
For purchase of ground north of the 
General Post Office, between Sev- 
enth and Eighth streets, or so 
much thereof as the Posimaster 
General may deem expedient - 
For rebuilding the bridge across 
Pennsylvania avenue at Second 
street, and extending the same over 
the present stone abutments on said 
Second street, and reimbursing the 
corporation of Washington the 
sum of seven hundred and fifty 
doliars, expended in erecting the 
present wooden structure -~ - 
For altering the two passages and 
doorways of the roof, new steps, 
new doors, covering the wood with 
copper, removing the circular hori- 
zontal sash over the hall of the 
House of Representatives, and sub- 
stituting a permanent roof covered 
with copper, and repairing the cop- 
per-work of the roof - - 
For alterations and repairs, and fix- 
tures of the north wing of the Cap- 
itol - - - - 
For new floor in the basement story 
ofthe President’s house, for wood- 
en partition and glass door, and for 
new caps to the chimneys - 
For completing the Post Office build- 
ing, and fixtures and furniture for 
the same -~ - - - 
For repairing the stone work which 
secures the iron pipes where they 
cross the Tiber - - - 
For repairing the flag footways at the 
Capitol and President’s House, and 
for repairing lamp-posts and lamps 
atthe Capitol - - - 
For expenses aitending the negotia- 
tion ef a treaty with the Wyandot 
Indians of Ohio, in addition to for- 
mer appropriations - - 
For compensation to a clerk in the 
office of Superintendent of Indian 
Affairs at St. Louis, authorized bya 
previous section of this act - 
For compensation to two commission- 
ers to examine claims under the 
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treaty. with the Cherokees of eigh- 
teen hundred and thirty-five, and 
pay of a secretary, and provisions 
for Indians during the session ofthe 
board, and for contingent expenses, 
thirteen thousand five hundred dol- 
Jars; and for arrearages of the late 
board of commissioners under same 
treaty, one thousand five hundred 
and fifty-eight dollars - 
For compensation to two clerks, au- 
thorized to be continued-by the 
Secretary of War in the office of 
the Commissioner of Indian Af- 
fairs, by joint resolution approved 
May twenty, eighteen hundred and 
forty-two, in addition to former ap- 
propriations E yoe 
JUDICIARY. 


For the contingent: expenses of the 
Attorney General’s office - 
For pay and mileage of the members 
of Congress and delegates from the 
Territories, in addition ta the sum 
already appropriated to that object 
during the present session 
For stationery, printing, and all other 
incidental and contingent expenses 
of the Senate, in addition to thesum 
already appropriated to that object 
during the presentsession -~ - 
For stationery, printing, and all other 
incidental and contingent expenses 
of the House of Representatives, in 
addition to the sum already appro- 
priated to that object during the 
present session - - - 
[Amount of contingent bill, 
$517,247 37] 
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H. R. No.75, For the support of the army, and of 
the military academy, for ihe year one thousand 
eight hundred and forty-two. 

For the pay of the army - - 1,477,'700 

For commutation of officers’ subsist- 

527,264 

116,971 


ence - - - - 
For commutation of forage to officers’ 

30 ,240 
50,240 


horses - - - - 

For commutation of clothing of offi- 
cers’ servants - - - 

For commutation of clothing not 
drawn in kind by the troops - 

For expenses of recruiting - -` 15,709 36 

For clothing of the army, camp and 
garrison equipage, cooking utensils, 
and hospital furniture - - 

For subsistence in kind, exclusive of 
that of officers - - ~ 

For regular supplies furnished by the 
quartermaster’s department, con- 
sisting of fuel, forage, straw, sta- 
tionery, and printing - - 

For barracks, quarters, and store- 
houses, embracing the repairs and 
enlargement of barracks, quarters, 
storehouses, and hospitals; the erece 
tion of temporary cantonments and 
of gun houses for the protection of 
cannon; the purchase of tools and 
materials and of furniture for the 
barrack rooms; rent of quarters for 
oflicers, of barracks for troops 
where there are no public buildings 
for their accommodation, of store- 
houses for the safe-keeping of sub- 
sistence, clothing, and other mili- 
tary supplies, and of grounds for 
summer cantonments and encamp- 
ments for military practice - 

For the incidental expenses of the 
quartermaster’s department, con- 
sisting of postage on public letters 
and packets, expenses of courts- 
martial and courts of inquiry, in- 
cluding the additional compensa- 
tion to judge advocates, members, 
and witnesses; extra pay to soldiers 
under the act of March second, 
eighteen hundred and nineteen; 
expenses of expresses and of the 
inferment of non-commissioned 
officers and soldiers; hire of labor- 


374,876 80 
7.9 668 


316,000 


135 ,000 
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ers; compensation of clerks in the 
offices of the quartermasters and 
assistant quarlermasters. at posts 
where their duties cannot be pere 
formed without such aid, and of 
temporary agents in charge of dis- 
mantled works; and to such wagon 
and forage masters as it may be 
necessary to employ under the act 
of the fitth of July, eighteen hun- 
dred and thirty-eight; expenditures 
necessary to keep the regiments of 
dragoons and the four companies 
of light artillery complete, inclu- 
ding the purchase of horses to sup- 
ply the place of thuse which may 
be lost and become unfit forthe ser- 


vice, and the erection of stables - 127,000 
For transportation of officers’ bag- 

gage when travelling on duty, with- 

out troops = - - 65,000 


For transportation of troops and sup- 
plies, viz: transportation of the army 
and baggage, freight and ferriages, 
purchase or hire of horses, mules, 
oxen, carts, wagons, and boats, for 
purposes of transportation or garri- 
son use; drayage and cartage; hire 
of teamsters, transportation of funds . 
for the pay department; expense of 
transport vessels, and of procuring „+ 
water at such postsas from their sit- 
uation require it; transportation of 
clothing from the depot at Philadel- 
phia to the stations of the troops; of 
subsistence from the places of pur- 
chasé and delivery, under contracts, 
to such points as the circumstances 
of the service may require; of ord- 
nance, ordnance stores, and small 
arms, from the foundries and armo- 
ries, to the arsenals, fortifications, 
and frontier posts - - - 

For contingencies of the army - 

For the medical and hospital depart- 
ment - - - 

For exiending and rendering more 
complete the meteorological obser 
vations conducted at the military 
posts of the United States, under 
the direction of the Surgeon Gen- 
eral - - - - - 3,000 

For the current expenses of the ord- 
nance service - - - 100,000 

For the armament of fortifications, in- 
eluding compensation of a special 
agent to attend at the foundries em- 
ployed in making cannon - - 

For ordnance and ordnance stores 
and supplies - - - 

For the manufacture of arms at the 
national armories + - - 

For repairs and improvements and 
new machinery at the Springfield 
armory - - : 

For repairs and improvements and 
new machinery at Harper’s Ferry 
armory - 7 - - 

For arsenals - - - 


242,000 
9,000 


28,000 


150,000 
100,000 
360,000 


20,000 


30,000 
120,000 


For purchase of saltpetre and brim- 

stone - ak - _ = 40,000 
For expense of preparing drawings 

of a uniform system of artillery - 1,350 
For preventing and suppressing hos- 

tilities in Florida, to be expended 

under the direction of the Secreta- 

ry of War, viz: For forage for the 

horses of the mounted volunteers 

and militia, and for the horses, 

mules, and oxen in the service of 

the trains, for freight or transpor- 

tation of military supplies of every 

description from the places of pur- 

chase to Florida; for the purchase 

of wagons, harness, boats, and light- 

ers, and other vessels; of horses, 

mules, and oxen, to keep up the 

trains; tools, leather, and other ma- 

terials for repairs; transportation 

within Florida, including the hire 


of steamboats and other vessels, for 
service in the rivers and on the 
coast, and the expenses of main- 
taining the several steamboats and 


985 


transport schooners connected with 
the operations of the army; hire of 
mechanics, laborers, mule-drivers, 
teamsters, and other assistan s, in- 
cluding their subsistence; and for 
miscellaneous and contingent char- 
ges, including arrearages - 
For miiitary surveys for the defence 
of the frontier, inland and Atlan- 
tic - - - > = 
For arrearages for the preservation of 
the public property at the several 
places of harbor and river improve- 
ment - - os 
For the support of the Military Acad- 
emy for the year one thousand 
eight hundred and forty-two, viz: 
For pay of officers, instructors, cadets, 
and musicians - - - 
For commutation of subsistence of offi- 
cers and cadets ~ - - 40,077 
For commutation of forage of officers’ 
horses -* - ~ - 5,184 
For commutation of clothing of off- 
cers’servanis ` -~ -. > 
For defraying expenses of the Board 
of Visiters, and for the other vari- 
ous current and ordinary expenses 
of the Academy, other than pay and 
subsistence - - - 
For increase and expense of library - 1,000 
For building and repairing the neces- 
sary boats, and for carrying on the 
improvementson the Missouri, Mis- 


500,000 


15,000 


sissippi, Ohio, and Arkansas rivers 100,000 
For the preservation and repairs of 

public works heretofore constract- 

ed for the improvement of harbors 30,000 


a mee MÁ 


6,002,660 16 
H. R. 516. For the payment of Flori- 
da militia - - - 166,242 20 


S. 17. For the payment of Georgia 


militia - a - - 175,000 
_8. 57. For the payment of Louisiana 
militia - - - - 61,378 


6,405,280 36 


H. R. 76. For the naval service for the year one 
thousand eight hundred and forty-two, viz: 


For pay of commission, warrant, and 
petty officers andseamen - $2,335,000 
For pay of superintendents, naval 
constructors, and all the civil estab. 


lishments at the several yards - 78,420 
For provisions - = - 720,000 
For medicines and surgical instru- 

ments, hospital stores, and other ex- . 

penses on account of the sick - 30,000 


For increase, repair, armament, and 
equipment of the navy, and wear 
and tear of vessels in commission - 2,000,000 

For ordnance and ordnance stores on 
the Northern lakes - - - 59,097 

For improvement and necessary re- 
pairs of the nayy-yard at Ports- 
mouth, New Hampshire - 

For improvement and necessary re- 
pairs of the navy-yard at Charles- 
town, Massachusetts - - 

For improvement and necessary re- 
pairs of the navy-yard at Brooklyn, 
New York - - - - 129,100 

For improvement and necessary re- 
pairs of the navy-yard at Philadel- 
phia, Pennsylvania - - - 

For improvement and necessary re- 
pairs of the navy-yard at Washing- 
ton, District of Coiumbja - - 

For improvement and necessary re- 
pairs of the navy yard at Gosport, 
Virginia - - - - 

For improvement and necessary re- 
pairs of tbe navy-yard near Pen- 
sacola, Florida, and for a naval con- 
structor at said place art ae 

For necessary repairs of the hospital 
building and its dependencies at 
Charlestown, Massachusetts - 

For finishing coppering the roof of 
the hospital building at Brooklyn, 
New York - -< - - 


47,425 


29,000 


1,600 
15,300 


56,800 


35,300 


3,960 


1,500 


For necessary repairs of the hospital 
building and its dependencies, at 
Norfolk, Virginia -- = 

For building an ice-house and privies 
at the hospital at Pensacola - 

For necessary repairs of the Philadel- 
phia naval asylum - - 

For defraying the expenses that may 
accrue for the following purposes, 
viz: For freight and transportation 
of materials and stores of every de- 

_. seription; for wharfage and dock- 

` age; storage and rent; travelling 
expenses of officers and transporta- 
tion of seamen; house-rent to pur- 
sers, when duly authotized; for fu- 
neral expenses; for commissions, 
clerk-hire, office-rent, . stationery, 
and fuel to navy agents; for premi- 
ums and incidental expenses of re- 
cruiting; for apprehending desert- 
ers; for compensation to judge ad- 
vocates; for per diem allowance to 
persons attending courts-martial and 
courts of inquiry, or other services 
authorized by law; for printing and 
stationery of every description, and 
for working the lithographic press; 
for books, maps, charts, mathemati- 
cal and nautical instruments, chro- 
nometers, models, and drawings; for 
the purchase and repair of fire en- 
gines and machinery; for the repair 

- of steam engines in navy-yards; for 
the purchase and, maintenance of 
oxen and horses, and for carts, tim- 
ber-wheels, and workmen’s tools of 
every description; for postage of let- 
ters on public service; for pilotage 
and towing ships of war; for taxes 
and assessments on public property; 
for assistance rendered to vessels in 
distress; for incidental labor at navy- 
yards not applicable to any other 
appropriation; for coal and other 
fuel, and for candles and oil for the 
use of the navy-yards and shore 

` stations, and for no other object or 
purposes whatever - - - 

For contingent expenses for objects 
not hereinbefore enumerated - 

For charter of the steamers Splendid 
and Clarion, in September and Oc. 
tober, eighteen hundred and forty- 
one, for the survey of Nantucket 
Shoal - - ` è 

For carrying into effect the acts for 
the suppression of the slave-trade, 
including the support of recap. 
tured Africans, and their removal 
to Africa, under authority of said 
acts, including an unexpended bal. 
ance of former appropriations car- 
ried to the surplus fond - - 

For the transportation, arrange- 
ment, and preservation of arti- 
cles brought, and to be brought, by 
the exploring expedition © « - 

MARINE CORPS. 


For pay of officers, non-commissioned 
officers, musicians, privates, and 
servants, serving on shore, and 
subsistence of officers of the marine 
corps 7 - ~- - 

For provisions for the non-commis- 
sioned officers, musicians, privates, 
and servants, and washerwomen, 
serving on shore ~ - - 

For clothing - - - - 

For fuel = - - - 

For keeping barracks in repair, and 
for rent of temporary barracks at 
New York - - -o> o 

For transportation of officers, non- 
commissioned officers, musicians, 
and privates, and expense of re- 
erniting - - - - 

For medicines, hospital supplies, sur- 
gical insıirumenis, pay of matron 
and hospital stewards - - 

For military stores, pay of armorers, 
keeping arms in repair, arcoutre- 
ments, ordnance stores, flags, drums, 
fifes, and other instrumenis - 


4,345 39 


10,543 42 


20,000 


183,381 


45,054 99 
43,662 50 
16,274 12 


. 6,000 


8,000 


4,140 


2,800 
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. || Forcontingent expenses of said corps, 


viz: for freight, ferriage, toll, 
wharfage, and cartage; for per 
diem allowance for attending courts- 
martial and courts of inquiry; com- 


pensation tojudge advocates; house- _ 


rent where there are no public 
quarters assigned; per diem allow- 
ance to enlisted. men on constant 
labor; expenses of burying deceased 
marines; printing, stationery; for- 
age, postage on public letters; ex- 
penses in pursuit of deserters; can- 
dies and oil, straw, barrack furni- 
ture, bed sacks,- spades, axes, 
shovels, picks, carpenters’ tools, 
and for keeping a horse for the 
messenger - - - - 


17,980 


6,374,733 42 


H. R. 402. To supply a deticiency in 
the navy pension fand- - - 
H. R. 418. For certain sites for ma- 
rine hospitals - - - 
H. R. 512. For the erection of a ma- 
rine hospital at or near Ocracock, 
North Carolina - - - 
S. 175. For the construction of a war 
steamer - 
S. 285. For the construction of a de- 
pot for charts and instruments of 
the navy of the United States - 


84,951 
44,721 


10,000 
250,000 


10,000 


6,774,405 42 


H. R. No. 80. For certain fortifications of the Um- 
ted States for the year one thousand eight hundred 


and forty-two. 


For repairs at Fort Preble, Portland, 
Maine - - - - 
For repairs at Fort Scammel, Port- 
land, Maine - - - 
For repairs at Fort McClary, Ports- 
mouth, New Hampshire - - 
For repairs of Fort Constitution, Ports- 
mouth, New Hampshire - - 
For repairs of sea-wallon Deer island, 
Boston harbor - - - 
For repairs of Fort Independence and 
sea-wall at Castle island, balance 
of the original estimated cost of this 
work - - - 
For Fort Warren, Boston harbor - 
For repairs of old Fort Griswold, 
New London harbor, Connecticut 
For completing the repairs of Fort 
Niagara, at the mouth of Niagara 
river, New York, and erecting and 
repairing the necessary buildings 
thereon - - - - 
For completing the repairs of Fort 
Ontario, at Oswego, New York, 
and erecting the necessary build- 
ings thereon - - - 
For Fort Schuyler, New York harbor 
For completing Castle Williams, New 
York harbor - - - 
For completing South Battery, New 
York harbor - - - 
For completing Fort Columbus, New 
York barbor - - $ 
For permanent wharves for Fort Col- 
umbus, Castle Williams, and South 
Battery, Governor’s bland, New 
York harbor, and to complete the 
work according to the original es- 
timates ° - ~ - 
For repairs of Fort Hamilton, New 
York harbor - - - 
For repairs and for correcting defec- 
tive construction of Fort Lafayette, 
New York harbor - - - 
For Fort Monroe, Old Point Comfort, 
Virginia -~ - ~ - 
For repairs of Fort Macon, Beau- 
fort, North Carolina - - 
For preservation of the site of the 
same - - ~ - 
For Fert Sumter, Charleston harbor, 
South Carolina, towards comple- 
ting the same, agreeably to the ori- 
ginal estimates 7 z - 
For Fort Livingston, Barrataria bay, 
Louisiana - - - . 


1,000 
5,000 
5,000 
5,000 
2,000 


30,000 
33,000 


5,000 


5,000 


6,000 
20,000 


5,000 
2,000 
2,000 


8,000 
5,000 


12,000 
35,000 
5,000 
7,000 


50,000 
10,000 


For carrying on the work at Fort 


Towson - - - - 10,000 
For carrying on the work at Fort 

Smith - - - = 10,000 

` 278,000 


H. R. No. 78. An act making appropriations for 
pensions in the year one thousand eight hundred 


and forty-two. 


For revolutionary pensions, under 
the act of the eighteenth of March, 
eighteen hundred and eighteen, in 
addition to a probable balance at 
the end of the year eighteen‘hun- 
dred and forty-one, of one hundred 
and eighty-eight thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-nine dollars - 

For invalid pensions, under various 
acts - - - . 

For pensions to widows and orphans, 
per act of the fourth of July, eigh- 
teen hundred and thirty.six, in ad- 
dition to a probable balance atthe 
end of the year eighteen hundred 
and forty-one, of thirty thousand 
dollars - - - - 

For five years’ pensions to widows, 
per act of seventh July, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-eight - a 


$88,261 
200,275 


242,240 


1 


730,776 


H. R. No. 77. For the current and contingent ex- 


© penses of the Indian Department, and for fulfilling 


treaty stipulations with the various Indian tribes, 
for the year one thousand eight hundred and forty- 


two. 


For the current and contingent expenses of the In- 


dian Department, viz: 

For the pay of the superintendent of 
Indian Affairs at St. Louis, and the 
several Indian agents, as provided 
by the acts of June thirtieth, eigh- 
teen hundred and thirty-four, and of 
March third, eighteen hundred and 
thirty-seven -~ - a 

For the pay of sub-agents authorized 
by the act of June thirtieth, eighteen 
hundred and thirty four - - 

For the pay of interpreters, as author- 
ized by the same act - 

For the salary of one clerk in the of- 
fice of the superintendent of Indian 
Affairs south of the Missouri river 

For the salary of two clerks in the of- 
fice of the Commissioner of Indian 
Afairs, employed in business of 
grants and reservations under In- 
dian treaties - å : 

For the purchase of provisions for In- 
dians, at the distribution of annul- 
ties, while on visits of business with 
the superintendents and agents, and 
when assembled on public business 

For the necessary buildings required 
at the several‘agencies, and repairs 
thereof - - - - 

For postages, rents, stationery, fuel 
for offices, and other contingencies 
of the Indian Department, and for 
transportation and incidental ex- 
penses - - - - 

For carrying into effect the stipula- 
tions of certain Indian treaties, 
and the laws connected therewith, 


VIZ: 
For fulfilling treaty with the Christian 
Indians - : - - 
For fulfilling treaties with the Chippe- 
was ofthe Mississippi - á 
For fulfilling treaties with the Chippe- 
was of Saginaw - - - 
For fulfilling treaty with the Chippe- 
was, Menomonies, Winnebagoes,and 
New York Indians - * 
For fulfilling treaties with the Chip- 
pewas, Ottowas, and Puttawalo- 
mues - - = a 
For fulfilling treaties with the Choc- 
taws - - - - 
For fulfilling treaties with the Creeks, 


$16,500 


13,000 
11,300 


1,000 


1,500 


11,800 


2,000 


36,500 


400 
35,000 
5,800 


1,500 
33,890 


49,450 
63,940 


= 
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For fulfilling treaties with the Chick- 
asaws = = - - 
For fulfilling treaties with the Chero- 
kees - 5 È - 
For fulfilling treaties with the Dela- 
wares = fe - - 
For fulfilling treaties with the Florida 
_ Indians - - - - 
For fulfilling treaty with the Iowas - 
For fulfilling treaty with the Kick- 
apoos - ~ - - 
For fulfilling treaty with the Kaskas- 
kias and Peorias - - - 
For fuifilling treaty with the Kan- 
zas - - - - - 
For fulfilling treaties with the Mi- 
amies - - - 3 
For fulfilling treaties with the Eel 
Rivers (Miamies) - - - 
For fulfilling treaues with the Me- 
nomonies - - - - 
For fulfilling treaties with the Oma- 


_ For fulfilling treaties with the Ottowas 
and Chippewas - - - 
For fulfilling treaties with the Otoes 
and Missourias - - - 
For fulfilling treaties with the Osages 
For fulfilling treaties with the Otto- 
For fulfilling treaties with the Potta- 
waiomies - - - - 
For fulfilling treaty with the Potta- 
watomies of Huron - - 
For fulfilling treaty with the Potta- 
watomies of the Prairie - - 
For fulfilling treaty with the Potta- 
watomies of the Wabash - - 


For fulfilling treaty with the Potta 


watomies of Indiana - - 
For fulfilling treaties with the Pianke- 
shaws - - - - 
For fulfilling treaty with the Paw- 
nees - - - - - 
For fulfilling treaty with the Qua- 


paws - - - š 
For fulfilling treaty with the Six Na- 
tions of New York - - - 
For fulfilling treaty with the Senecas 
of New York - - - 
For fulfilling treaties with the Sioux 
of tbe Mississippi - - - 
For fulfilling treaty with the Yancton 
and Santié Sioux - - - 
For fulfilling treaties with the Sacs 
and Foxes of Missouri - - 
For fulfilling treaties with the Sacs 
and Foxes of Mississippi - - 
For fulfilling treaties with the Shaw- 
nees - = - - - 
For fulfilling treaties with the Sene- 
cas and Shawnees » - - 
For fulfilling treaties with the Sene- 
cas - - - - 
For fulfilling treaties withthe Wyan- 
dots - - - - 
For fulfilling treaty with the Weas - 
For fulfilling treaties with the Wyan- 
dots, Muusees, and Delawares _ - 
For fulfilling treaties with the Win- 
nebagoes - - - - 
For fulfilling treaty with the Mi- 
amies of twenty-eighth November, 
eighteen hundred and forty - 
To enabie the Secretary of War to 
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6,000 
5,640 
10,344 


6,610 
7,875 


5,500 
3,000 
6,040 
52,398 
1,100 
31,830 
1,440 
62,365 


5,640 
34,406 


4,300 
15,200 
400 
15,400 
20,000 
17,000 
800 
9,600 
4,660 
4,500 
6,000 
40,510 
1,340 
7,870 
48,540 
7,180 
2,060 
2,660 


6,840 
3,000 


1,000 
92,860 


383,750 


procure medals to be distributed 
amongst the chiefs and leading men 
of the Indians - - - 
To cover expenses incurred by the 
commissioners in holding treaties 
with the Sac and Fox, Winnebago, 
and Sioux Indians, over and above 
the sum of five thousand dollars 
appropriated last year, and to meet 
the expenses of further negotiations 
with the two former tribes, viz: the 
Sars and Foxes, and Winneba- 
goes - * = 2 
For this sum, in addition to the ap- 
propriation per act of eighteen hun- 
dred and thirty-five, for the ex- 
penses of treating with the Caman- 
ches and other wild tribes of the 
Western Indians - - - 878 55 


2,500 


6, 200 


1,228,816 55 
S. 315. To carry into effect a treaty 
with the Wyandot Indians - 71,260 92 


$1,300,077 47 


PRIVATE. 

H. R. 40 Lieut. Jobn L. Cline - 573 27 
Do 41 FraneisG.McCauley - 742 09 
Do 46 John P. Campbell - - 200 
Do 48 John Barnes, heirsof -~ 2,186 50 
Do 52 S. Phelps and Charles 

Landon - - - 2,000 
Do 64 Burnett Burdsall - - 345 
Do 82 John P. Converse and J. P. 

Rees - - - 613 83 
Do 83 John E. Alexander - 146 
Do 88 Daniel Homans - - 200 
Do 89 Isaac Fessenden - - 50 

James Tongue - - 1,837 78 
Do 90 2John Scrivener - - 3,840 

William Hodson’s heirs 3,968 39 
Do 93 Archibald McCallum - 930 
Do 95a John Underwood - - 1,250 
Do 956 Nathaniel Mitchell - 931 

Ingoidsby W. Crawford, 
Do 99 not to exceed - - 1,000 

Samuel Philips, do - 1,000 
Do 117 Wiliam Markham - 250 
Do 127 Representatives of Colonel 

Wm. Piatt - - 1,515 28 
Do 200 Benjamin F. Hard - 1,329 50 
Do 218 Jobn Johnson - - 756 82 
Do 219 Hugh Siewart ~ - 6,662 25 
Do 224 C. H. Atherton, or lega 

representatives - - 2,333 86 
Do 226 John King - - 900 


James Morrow and Jona- 
than Tipton, with inter- 
est from October 26, 1839 

Penjam n P. Roberts - 

Jvbn B. Pierce - - 


1,114 57 
52 
756 87 


$37,585 OL 


SENATE.—PRIVATE BILLS, 


! S. No, 2 For the relief of Caroline E. 


Clitheral - - 1,563 
Do 10 Forihe relief of the heirs 

of Daniel Pettibone, de- 

ceased - - - 5,000 
Do 15 For the relief of George W. 

Paschal - - 287 50 


| Private bills, Senate - 


Do 19 For the relief of Mary Pret 


tyman -~ - 247 
Do 38 Forthe relief of Ephraim 
D. Dixon - - 152 
Do 50 For the relief of James H. 
Relfe - - o 200 
Do 52 For the relief of the legal 
representatives of Na- 
f thaniel Pryor, deceased 4,160 
Do 55 For the relief of the legal 
representatives of John 
Scott + - - 1,500 
Do 92 For the relief of Jacob Pen- 
nell and others - - 38 
Do 97 For the relief of Captain J. 
Throckmorton - = 1,000 
Do 103 Forthe relief of Caleb Eddy 285 87 
Do Ili For the relief of David 
Gelston - - - 36,157 40 
Do 121 For the relief of Hezekiah 
L. Thisde - - 75 
Do 125 For the relief of Robert B. 
Lewis - - - 15 
Do 135 For the relief of Enoch 
Hidden - - - 200 
Do 137 For the relief of Isaac Hull 604 84 
Do 138 For the relief of Daniel 
Kleiss ~- - - 83 52 
Do 139 For the relief of the legal 
representatives of Rich- 
: arà T, Banks -~ - 3,206 09 
Do 144 For the relief of Francis A. 
Harrison - ` 199 
Do 145 For the relief of John C. 
Reynolds - - 1,121 03 
Do 156 For the relief of Marston 
G. Clarke - - 302 50 
Do 174 For the relief of Zachariah 
Jellison - - - 340 13 
Do 192 For the relief of William 
Pok - - - 119 50 
Do 243 For the relief of Andrew 
Forrest - - - 368 34 
Do 242 For the relief of Mrs. Mary 
W. Thompson - - 900 
Do 272 For the relief of the legal 
representatives of Henry 
Eckford - - 3,783 97 
Do 287 For the relief of John W. 
Skidmore - - 288 34 
Do 314 For the relief of Nathaniel 
Mitchell - - 275 
$62,773 03 
RECAPITULATION. 
Civil and diplomatic list - = $9,263,293 53 
Army - - - - 6,405,280. 36 
Navy - - - - 6,774,405 42 
Fortifications - ~ - 278,000 00 
Pensions - - - - 730,776 00 


Indian Department, treaties, &c. 
Private bills, House of Represent- 
alives - - - ” 


1,300,077 47 


37,585 01 
62,773 03 


$24,952,190 82 


Clerk’s Office Ho. of Reps , August 31, 1842. 
MW. Sr. CLAIR CLARKE, 
Clerk House of Representatives of U S. 
3yThe statement of new offices, &c., will be 
published as soon as prepared. 


and will send to subscribers in a few weeks. 


The APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOB 
Members themselves, will be completed in three or four weeks. 


us; for there never has been published in this couniry before, so mach matter for so little money. 


ec We have to request the favor 


either of them, for the next session of Congress, t 

December, at farthest, to ensure all the numbers. 

during the session, $5 for six copies, and so on in proportion for a greater number. 
We flatter ourselves that all who have taken the Congressional Globe and Ap 


of those who intend to subscribe for I 
o send in their orders as early as practicable. yu 
The price will be the same as heretofore, namely: $1 fora copy of either work 


E, which contains all the long speeches m 
There are some forty or fifty speeches yel to 
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